
Neiphiu Rio with Suresh Prabhakar Prabhu, centre, in New Delhi.  

Agitating teachers outside the directorate of School Education in Kohima on Monday. 
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In order to be 
irreplaceable one must 

always be different.

~ Coco Chanel

“Hey guys, this is the last ride 
to Dimapur...There's sufficient 

space for the two of you."

Mirror Takes

~ Arien

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, June 18 (EMN): 
Even before the dust had 
settled at the directorate of 
School Education follow-
ing the sit-in protest called 
by SSA teachers, another 
group of teachers called 
the All Nagaland Ad hoc 
Teachers Group (ANATG), 
batch of 2015, has started 
an indefinite protest de-
manding regularisation of 
their services.

On Monday, 1166 ‘ag-
grieved’ ad hoc teachers 
converged at the directorate 
to show their resentment 
against the ‘failure’ of the 
government to regularise 
their services in spite of 
standing orders and notifi-
cations.

A memorandum of the 
state’s government on Au-
gust 4 2008 had stated that 
‘contract employees who 
have completed more than 
three years of continuous 
service on contract / ad hoc 
will be eligible for regulari-
sation against sanctioned 
post.’

The memorandum 
stated that a suitability test 
should be conducted by 
the department in concern 
and presided over by the 
head of the administrative 
department with a rep-
resentative from the P & 
AR and the ATI. Qualifying 
marks, it stated, should be 
stipulated in advance and 
that only those who qualify 
from such a screening test 
should be considered for 
regularisation. 

Members of the group 
said that the ad hoc teach-
ers submitted relevant doc-
uments following the direc-
tion of the department. 
1166 teachers qualified in 
the suitability test, which 
was conducted on May 20 
2017, it was informed.

The ad hoc teachers, 

Dimapur, June 18 (EMN): 
Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio 
has expressed deep concern 
and anguish over the loss 
of lives of personnel of the 
Assam Rifles in the ambush 
by NSCN (K) cadres near 
Aboi town in Mon district 
on June 17.

A statement from the 
media cell of the chief min-
ister’s office on Monday 
contained a message from 
Rio: “I hope and pray for 
the wellbeing of the injured. 
Such acts of violence have 
no place in civilized soci-
ety and I convey my deepest 
condolences to the families 
of the bereaved. The govern-
ment of Nagaland strongly 
condemns such acts of vio-
lence in the state particularly 
when Nagas are yearning for 
lasting peace after decades 
of strife and bloodshed.”

According to him, the 

present government was 
committed to an “early and 
inclusive resolution of the 
long-standing Indo-Naga 
conflict and has repeatedly 
declared that it will be an 
active facilitator in the peace 
process so that the Nagas 
can live in peace without 
compromising our unique 
culture, identity and tradi-
tions” recognised by the 
government of India. 

“The state government 
held a consultative meet-
ing with its Political Affairs 
Committee, PDA legislators 
and the 14 (fourteen) Naga 
tribal hohos on 11th May 
2018 at the State Banquet 
Hall, Kohima. The house 
while appreciating the posi-
tive approach of the NSCN 
(IM) and NNPGs, further ap-
pealed to all the other Naga 
national political groups to 
come together under the 

spirit of unity and join the 
political negotiations in the 
greater interest of the peo-
ple.

“The house further ap-
pealed to the NSCN (K) to re-
turn to the negotiating table 
and restore its ceasefire with 
the government of India to 
enable an all-inclusive peace 
process and work towards an 
early solution in the interest 
of all Nagas. At this crucial 
juncture, I on behalf of the 
government of Nagaland 
and the Naga people, appeal 
to one and all for an end to 
hostilities; and a return to 
ceasefire and peace talks so 
that all stakeholders con-
cerned can be part of the 
peace process in the greater 
interest of the Naga family,” 
the statement read. 

“Let us give peace a 
chance,” Rio added in ap-
peal. 

Dimapur, June 18 (EMN): Among the 
soldiers who were killed during the 
attack by the NSCN (K) and ULFA (I) 
cadres at Aboi in Mon district on June 
17, one was a Naga man. 

According to a press release from 
the Assam Rifles’ public relation officer 
on Monday: “Sepoy Hungnga Konyak 
of 164 Bn TA (H&H) Naga Battalion resi-
dent of Longching village, sub division 
Aboi, Mon district was martyred on 17 
Jun 2018 in this firefight (sic) with joint 
group of NSCN (K) and ULFA (I).”

Konyak sustained ‘gunshot injury’ 
during the attack but ‘refused to give in 
despite the grave injury and continued 
to engage the militants,’ it stated. “He 
was subsequently evacuated to Jorhat 
Hospital, on 17 Jun 18 at 4.50 pm where 
he succumbed to his injuries. 

“Sepoy Hungnga Konyak is survived 
by his wife Mrs Nechoi and six year old 
son Master Hnyei Konyak. His martyr-

dom has left behind a legacy which is 
an example to be emulated by all and 
should remain an inspiration for the 
youth of Nagaland. The martyr will be 
laid to rest at his native village Longch-
ing on 19 June,” it informed.

The PRO informed that the attack 
occurred at around 3.05 pm on Sunday. 
“...While the patrol was returning back 
to Aboi, at around 3.05 pm, three kms 
south of Aboi town, the leading vehicle 
came under IED blast and was fired 
upon by undergrounds. Troops of As-
sam Rifles immediately returned fire. 

“The firefight (sic) lasted for about 
15 minutes. However, taking cover of 
dense foliage the underground disen-
gaged and managed to escape. In the 
exchange of fire one jawan namely 
Havildar Fatey Singh Negi was mar-
tyred. Five other injured troops were 
evacuated to Jorhat Hospital. There was 
no loss of arms and ammunition.”

Guwahati, June 18 (PTI): BJP 
President Amit Shah today 
slammed the Congress for re-
ducing the North East to the 
"lowest level of development" 
and said North Eastern states 
would soon be the biggest con-
tributor to the nation's GDP due 
to "visionary policies" of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. 

"At the time of independ-
ence, the North East had a very 
high growth rate but the region, 
which was mostly ruled by Con-
gress, was reduced to the lowest 
level of development", Shah 
said after laying the foundation 
stone here of 19 cancer care 
hospitals in the state in partner-
ship with the Tata Trust. Assam 
Chief Minister Sarbananda 

Sonowal, his Arunachal Pradesh 
counterpart Pema Khandu and 
Tata Trust chairman Ratan Tata 
were present on the occasion.

The BJP government has 
been in power in Assam for 
only two years but it has been 
successful in instilling trust and 
confidence among people that 
the state would soon become a 
developed state, he said. 

"The prime minister has 
always regarded the North East 
as the 'astalakshmi' (eight as-
pects of goddess Laxmi) and 
given prime importance to its 
development by focussing on 
road and rail connectivity, IT 
connectivity energy, industrial 
development and education 
facilities", he added.

Dimapur, June 18 (EMN): The deputy commissioner of Mon Thavaseelan K has 
enforced curfew orders under section 144 CrPC along the 3 km stretch of the Indo-
Myanmar border under Mon district for three months till August 21. 

A DIPR report on Monday informed that the curfew will be from 10 pm till 3 am 
daily for the three months. 

Dimapur, June 18 (EMN): 
The Union minister for 
Commerce and Industry 
and Civil Aviation Suresh 
Prabhakar Prabhu has as-
sured to send a technical 
team soon to ‘do all the nec-
essary assessment for the fi-
nal approval at the earliest’ 
with regard to the proposal 
for a Greenfield Airport at 
Chiethu in Kohima.

A press release from the 
public relations officer at 
Nagaland House in New 

Delhi on Monday informed 
that Prabhu had given the 
assurance during a meeting 
with Chief Minister Neiphiu 
Rio in New Delhi.  

“During the meeting 
they discussed various is-
sues regarding the civil 
aviation and air connectiv-
ity in the state (Nagaland). 
The chief minister also ap-
praised the Union minis-
ter on Greenfield Airport 
at Ciethu Kohima and re-
quests him to look into the 

matters.  The Union min-
ister assured to the chief 
minister of Nagaland that 
the ministry will soon send 
technical team to do all the 
necessary assessment for 
the final approval at the 
earliest,” it informed. 

Rio was accompanied 
by Temjen Toy, the chief 
secretary of Nagaland and 
Jyoti Kalash, the principal 
resident commissioner of 
Nagaland House in New 
Delhi.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, June 18 (EMN): Following 
the circulation of news in social media 
platforms regarding a nod from the 
ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) to re-
place Director General of Police (DGP) 
of Nagaland, Rupin Sharma, signature 
campaigns and signing of petitions 
were carried out at different locations 
in Kohima and Dimapur on Monday, 
to lobby for retention of Sharma in 
said post.

The staff of the state’s police head-
quarters (PHQ) clearly defied the DGP’s 
order issued on Sunday to abstain from 
a proposed ‘solidarity’ meeting at the 
PHQ in Kohima on June 18 as they 
stood outside the headquarters in hun-
dreds until the police chief arrived. The 
staff then signed individual petitions 
against the transfer of Sharma. 

The petitions, to be submitted to 
respective unit commanders, were ad-
dressed to the Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh appealing not to transfer 

DGP Rupin Sharma “as it is not in the 
interest of public service.” Signatories 
were required to enter their name, 
rank, unit, and date in the petition.

Meanwhile, a group of likeminded 
people who are against Sharma’s re-
moval as police chief also carried out a 
signature campaign at three locations 
in the capital town on Monday, at the 
PHQ junction, main town area, and at 
the High School junction. Earlier in the 
morning, the police tried to disperse a 
small gathering at the PHQ junction 
which was collecting signatures in sup-
port of retaining Sharma as DGP. Social 
worker Robert Solo told reporters that 
everyone gathered there was from own 
volition.

“We are not here to protest or to ag-
itate. We are here to pass on a message, 
i.e., to retain the peoples’ DGP. This was 
misconstrued as an agitation,” he said. 
Solo also clarified that the gathering 
or the signature campaign was not or-
ganised by any organisation, indicating 

that it was a voluntary exercise.
Police officials on duty were not 

able to specify as to who gave orders to 
restrict the gathering in the area.

As per ST Yapang, an RTI activist 
who was present during the signature 
campaign, Sharma was someone who 
sternly stood against backdoor ap-
pointments. He said that the incum-
bent DGP was a non-local but he was 
someone who was truly concerned 
and working for the good of the Naga 
people. 

A group of women claiming to be 
the wives of Kohima DEF personnel 
also joined the gathering. While being 
very vocal about their support to Shar-
ma whom they considered ‘someone 
who helps those in need,’ they failed to 
specify when asked about the positive 
impact he made in their lives.

“We will not allow a good man to be 
removed and let a thief take his place,” 
one woman said. When asked to elabo-
rate, she refused and went on to cite 

that the ‘sepoys’ lived in barracks with-
out roof, which according to her were 
to be repaired if Sharma was retained.

Calls and messages made to the 
DGP for comment went unanswered. 
When some media persons asked to 
meet the DGP on Monday morning, 
they were denied entry at the PHQ 
gate. 

Personnel on duty said that the 
DGP had specifically ordered not to 
allow media persons in the premises 
of the PHQ. 

Sharma assumed the charge as 
DGP from November 2017 after his 
predecessor LL Doungel, an IPS of West 
Bengal cadre on deputation held the 
post since 2014 and had to be repatri-
ated to his cadre state as he was due to 
retire during early 2018. 

Sharma, an IPS Nagaland cadre, is 
stated to have just 26 years of experi-
ence in the IPS and does not possess 
requisite experience to be a DGP but 
was made to hold the charge as a “stop-

gap” arrangement, as per the political 
and executive letters that were written 
to the MHA earlier this year.

While the hype is on that Sharma 
was being targeted by the ruling Peo-
ple’s Democratic Alliance (PDA), it may 
be mentioned that the then chief min-
isters Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu and TR 
Zeliang had also written to the MHA for 
replacement of Sharma with an officer 
of sufficient seniority and experience.

Interestingly, the name of Lungri-
ading, a 1990 batch IPS (AM) cadre was 
proposed earlier by the former as well 
as the present chief minister. But latest 
reports are that TJ Longkumer, a 1991 
batch IPS (Chhattisgarh) cadre, is likely 
to take charge. 

When contacted, sources from 
the deputy chief minister’s office said 
that the transfer order was still under 
consideration and there was no confir-
mation as to who would likely replace 
Sharma as police chief if there should 
be any replacement.
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they said, have also gone 
through spot-verification 
on May 22 2017 and re-
ceived clearance from the 
P&AR department and were 
awaiting cabinet approval.

Talking to media per-
sons, ANATG’s President 
Rüguotsolie said, “We are a 
group of aggrieved ad hoc 
teachers who have been 
rendering our service for 
8-9 years with meagre fixed 
pay salary of INR 6700 for 
primary teachers and INR 
8400 for graduate teach-
ers. We are here to show 
our resentment against the 
government’s failure to give 
us what is rightfully due to 
us, as the government is still 
reluctant to regularise our 
service.” 

Also, the group’s spokes-
person Bendangtemsu 
Ozukum said it had become 
impossible for the teachers 
to meet ‘daily requirements’ 
and the price escalations 
with a meagre fixed salary.

Citing ‘technical prob-
lems,’ Wonthungo Tsopoe, 
the director of School Edu-
cation, said that regulari-
sation of the 1166 ad hoc 
teachers has not been done 

yet. He admitted that the 
services of the teachers who 
qualified from the suitabil-
ity test conducted by the 
department are supposed 
to be regularised.

Accordingly, Tsopoe 
said, the matter was sent 
to the Cabinet for approval. 
However, that before the 
Cabinet could decide on it, 
the Acaut and PSAN filed 
a petition challenging the 
government notification on 
regularisation and contract 
/ ad hoc employees in the 
state. 

As the case is in the 
court, he maintained that 
unless the case is settled, 
the state cannot do any-
thing. However, he said 
that once the case is settled, 
within no time service regu-
larisation shall be done. 
“The ball is in the hands of 
the court,” he stated.

The ANATG has stated 
that it doesn’t come under 
the purview of the petition 
filed by Acaut and PSAN, 
and that the group has met 
the Acaut, which was said to 
have made it clear that ad 
hoc teachers were exempt.

ANATG members said 

that the 1166 ad hoc em-
ployees are not part of the 
respondent in said petition 
or in the complaint.

However, the ANATG 
lamented that the cabinet 
in its meeting on Novem-
ber 11 2017 as notified by a 
memorandum dated Nov. 
13 2017 deferred agenda-44 
which was about regularis-
ing 1166 graduate teach-
ers, primary teachers and 
various other categories 
without citing any reasons.

In a representation to 
the department of School 
Education on March 29 
2018, the ANATG’s 2015 
batch stated ‘the cabinet 
deferring our agenda with-
out citing reasons is un-
called for as it affecting our 
legitimate rights for regu-
larisation after serving the 
government for so many 
years.’

Lamenting the ‘indiffer-
ent attitude of the govern-
ment’ to the 1166 ‘aggrieved 
teachers,’ the ANATG re-
quested consideration of its 
grievances and necessary 
action, in an ultimatum 
dated April 30 2018 to the 
department.

It cautioned that “if our 
demand is not fulfilled, 
the aggrieved 1166 teach-
ers actively involved in the 
teaching-learning process, 
imparting quality educa-
tion across the state shall 
abstain from work and start 
exercising our fundamental 
rights in the form of pro-
tests and agitations and 
take its own course of ac-
tion where, if any unwanted 
circumstances arises, the 
ANATG shall not be held 
responsible.”

While accusing the de-
partment of having some 
‘hidden agendas’, one of the 
teachers said “the govern-
ment has come out with a 
reason that due to the Acaut 
and PSAN court case they 
couldn’t take up our case. 
But then, if the government 
really wanted to regularise 
our services, they could 
have just done so.”

Stating that in Naga-
land things happen only 
when aggrieved parties 
agitate, Ozukum informed 
that the two-day sit-in pro-
test would be followed by 
‘display’ of placards and 
banners.
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Zunheboto villages vow to conserve wildlife

SFS celebrates Father’s Day Legal services camp held in Phek

Mon’s DPDB felicitates meritorious schools

GPPK holds general meeting

AR organises drawing competition

Students imparted skills to be self-reliant

Women church leaders sensitised on legal rights

ENPO flays June 17 incident

ENCSU seeks scholarship 
for theologians

Officials from Dimapur wildlife division along with the village functionaries during an awareness programme at Atoizu mission 
compound on June 16.

Rupin Sharma along with GPPK president Santu Thapa and GB Kamal 
Bahadur Chetri during the meeting in Kohima on June 16.

Assam Rifles personnel along with the winners of the drawing competition and other participants at SFS 
school, Medziphema, on June 18.

Fathers attending the mass on Father’s Day in Kohima.

Department officials along with the students during the programme on June 15.

Women members of Chang Baptist Church, Kohima, pose for a group photo during the seminar on June 16.

NLA complex declared restricted area
State government has declared the Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly complex as high security zone or restricted area. This 
was stated in a press release issued by NLA commissioner and 
secretary, N Benjamin Newmai.  The secretary also informed 
that NLA has demarcated the entire area inside the main 
gate as entry restricted which prohibits picnicking, gathering, 
loitering and littering with immediate effect. The NLA has sought 
cooperation from all.     

Kayakalp award ceremony 
The award ceremony of Kayakalp ‘a clean hospital initiative’ 
would be held on June 20 at the directorate of health and family 
welfare’s conference hall in Kohima at 11 am. A DIPR report 
stated that state minister of health and family welfare, S Pangnyu 
Phom, would present the award. 

AEO Mokokchung informs 
Assistant election officer, Mokokchung, has informed all the 
government officials in Mokokchung district that payment of 
training and reserve allowances in connection with the recently 
concluded state assembly election would be disbursed with 
effect from June 27 in the election office during office hours. All 
polling personnel are requested to produce their appointment 
order or identity card or authorisation letter during payment. 
It further informed that those polling personnel, who were 
exempted from election duty, were entitled for training 
allowance. 

Dimapur pensioners convene meeting
Dimapur unit of the Nagaland Pensioners Association (NPA) has 
convened a meeting on June 20 at the residence its president 
at 10 am. All the executive members of are requested to attend 
the meeting without. 

NSF convenes consultative meeting
Naga Students’ Federation (NSF) has convened a consultative 
meeting with all the former officials on June 20 at 1 pm in its 
office conference hall in Kohima. The federation has requested 
all senior members to attend the meeting. A press release from 
the federation informed on Monday.

School of Nursing to hold convocation
Principal of the School of Nursing, Dimapur, has informed that 
the second graduation day cum late Ketsovole Kire’s 16th award 
ceremony programme would be held on June 21 at 12 noon in its 
the chapel hall. The state minister of health and family welfare, S 
Pangnyu Phom, would be the chief guest of the day.

Kohima’s Tangkhul union mourns 
Tangkhul community in Kohima town has mourned the demise 
of Kevimedo Rutsa on June 15 in Kohima. In a condolence 
message, the union has described Rutsa as not only their mentor 
and guardian but a generous and loving person. It added that the 
‘fatherly love’ of Rutsa would be remembered by young and old 
of the community. The union has further conveyed condolence 
to the bereaved family and pray that the God would grant them 
solace and strength to bear with the loss.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, June 18 (EMN): Seven 
villages in Zunheboto districts 
have resolved to support the 
forest department towards con-
serving and protecting the forest 
and wildlife. The villages have 
made this resolution during 
an awareness programme on 
conservation and protection of 
forest and wildlife organised by 
wildlife division, Dimapur, on 
June 16 held at Aizuto mission 
compound.

About 60 participants com-
prising of village council chair-
men along with members, GBs 
and DBs from seven villages, 
students, teachers, officials and 
staffs from wildlife wing at-
tended the programme. 

The chairperson of the pro-

gramme and Dimapur wildlife 
warden, Caroline K Angami, has 
exhorted the participants to be 
the champion and ambassador 
for wildlife and nature. Stating 
that God has granted the hu-
man being to be stewardship of 
all His creation, she said “we are 
all responsible to take care of it.”

In his speech, YM Jami, con-
servator of forests, northern 
territorial circle, Mokokchung, 
and special invitee of the pro-
gramme, has lauded the efforts 
of seven villages of Aotsakili, 
Lokobo, Naghuto (old & new), 
Vekuho (old & new), Askhuto 
villages in coming together to 
protect and preserve the forests 
and wildlife by contributing their 
land for a common commu-

nity reserved forests. He stated 
that 88.3% of forests lands in 
Nagaland are privately owned 
by individual, communities or 
villages. He, therefore, stated 
that the communities and the 
villages should shoulder greater 
responsibilities towards protec-
tion and preservation of forests 
and wildlife. 

He also insisted that it should 
be the bounden duty of each 
individual to protect and con-
serve forests and wildlife as the 
survival of human race depends 
on the survival of plants and 
animals. He has appealed to all 
the participants to protect and 
conserve forest and wildlife for 
its sustenance to meet the needs 
of the future generation.

Dimapur, June 18 (EMN): The 
department of employment, 
skill development and entre-
preneurship has conducted 
day-long programme on June 
15 in the deputy commission-

er’s conference hall in Kiphire. 
A department press re-

lease informed that around 
130 students from various 
schools in the district were 
imparted skill awareness for 

livelihood and career options 
after Class X, XII, and gradu-
ation. Sessions on ‘skilling 
intervention,’ ‘career oppor-
tunities in private sector with 
special focus on service in-

dustry,’ and ‘career options 
and preparation for competi-
tive exams’ were conducted. 
The students were said to 
have been encouraged by 
such programme.

PCCF (wildlife) and CWLW, 
Satya Prakash Tripathi, in his 
speech, has appealed to the 
participants for cooperation and 
coordination with the depart-
ment for protection, preserva-
tion and management of forests 
and wildlife. 

Short speech was also de-
livered by Tokaho, DFO, Zun-
heboto, who shared the suc-
cess story of Sukhai CCA and 
how the people are going to 
reap economic, social and envi-
ronmental benefits under CSR 
(corporate social responsibility) 
initiatives. Stating that Atoizu 
area has been selected under 
JICA project, he has asked the 
people to document various 
species of flora and fauna found 
in their forests and to contact his 
office for any issues, problems or 
assistances. 

Short speeches were also 
delivered by Khehoto, head GB 
of Lokobo village, and Inashe, 
GB of Aotsakili village. They have 
thanked the department and the 
government for recognition of 
the community reserved forests 
and assured of their fullest sup-
port, cooperation and coordi-
nation with the department to-
wards protection, preservation 
and conservation of forests and 
wildlife within their jurisdiction.  

A short movie on wildlife 
conservation was also screened 
to the participants.

Dimapur wildlife warden, 
Caroline K Angami ha stated this 
in a press release.

Dimapur, June 18 (EMN): 
Mon district planning 
and development board 
(DPDB) has awarded 
meritorious certificates 
along with cash amount 
of INR 5000 each to Ek-
lavya Model Residential 
School in Tizit, Langsa 
Hill School in L/Shanghah 
village for securing 100% 
passed percentage in the 
HSLC result. It has also 
awarded honoured United 
Christian Higher Second-
ary School Naganimora for 
securing cent percent pass 

in HSSLC result.
The schools were hon-

oured during its monthly 
meeting held on June 18 
in the deputy commis-
sioner’s conference hall 
in Mon. A DIPR report 
stated that the meeting 
was presided over by the 
DPDB vice chairman, Tha-
vaseelan K.

The district education 
officer of Mon, R Zayao 
Lotha, has highlighted on 
the performance of the 
High School Leaving Cer-
tificate (HSLC) and High 

Secondary School Leaving 
Certificate (HSSLC) results 
2018 of Mon district.  

Agendas deliberated 
during the meeting in-
cluded grant-in-aid to St. 
John School in Aboi and 
the recognition of Loung 
beginners private school 
in Leangha. The house 
has approved and recom-
mended to the higher au-
thority for approval. 

The agriculture de-
partment has presented 
its activities during the 
meeting.

people addicted with al-
coholism. 

GPPK president, San-
tu Thapa, delivered the 
presidential address, while 
former president Gayatri 

Devi, general secretary 
Prem Kumar Thapa, presi-
dent of Nagaland Gorkha 
Association Kamal Baha-
dur Chetri, and GBs ex-
horted the gathering.

Dimapur, June 18 (EMN): 
St. Francis de Sales (SFS) 
has observed Fathers’ Day 
on June 17 with Rev. Fr. 
Richard Fernandes, par-
ish priest of St. Francis de 
Sales (SFS), Kohima town, 
as the speaker.

In his homily, Rev. Fr. 
Richard urged the believ-
ers to pray particularly 
for the fathers on the oc-
casion. Rev. Fr. Richard, 

while conveying his greet-
ings to the fathers on the 
occasion of Father’s Day, 
to appealed the congrega-
tion to pray for the fathers 
so that they may set true 
examples to their family 
and children so that the 
family may grow in God’s 
love.

“Pray particularly for 
the fathers on this oc-
casion that they may be 

blessed by God in the 
family with right direc-
tion, so that they may 
take care of their family,” 
he said.

Medolenuo Ambro-
cia delivered a heartfelt 
Father’s Day message, fol-
lowed with a moment of 
silence in memory of the 
deceased ones. A special 
song was presented by 
ACYA choir. 

Kohima, June 18 (EMN): 
Changsao Thangjam Ko-
hima (CTK) has organ-
ised a seminar on legal 
awareness programme 
on “Know your rights” in 
coordination with Naga-
land State Commission 
for Women  (NSCW) in 
association with National 

Commission for Women 
(NCW ), New Delhi, at 
Chang Baptist Church, 
Kohima, on June 16 with 
the participation of about 
60 women.

Delivering the intro-
ductory note, Asangla 
Cholong, NSCW mem-
ber, expressed apprehen-

sion that many might 
not be aware of their le-
gal right as individuals 
and members of the so-
ciety despite seemingly 
progress made by women 
over the years.

She expounded the 
participants that they 
were guaranteed protec-

tion against harassment 
and deprivation of their 
rights, adding women 
have every right to seek 
redressal of grievances in 
terms of material com-
pensation and punish-
ment due to the offender.

Legal expert  and re-
source person, E Thiba 

Phom, advocate of Gau-
hati High Court, Kohi-
ma Bench, spoke on the 
topic “Know your rights: 
Marriage divorce & in-
heritance, domestic vio-
lence act, crime against 
women (POSCO Act), 
Beti Bachao beti padhao, 
Helpline (Child & Wom-
en), human trafficking 
and activities of Naga-
land state legal services 
authority and consumer 
rights.

He remarked that 
such seminar was essen-
tial as it would have bet-
ter outcome if the men 
folk are also included in 
such seminars. The pro-
gramme was moderated 
by Senti Chang, while 
Anungla Chang, pastor 
of CBLK, pronounced the 
invocation prayer.

Dimapur, June 18 (EMN): 
Nagaland state legal serv-
ices authority (NSLSA), 
in collaboration with the 
Phek district legal services 
authority (PDLSA), gov-
ernment departments, 
stakeholders and NGOs 
have jointly organised a 
mega legal services camp 
at Phek local ground on 
June 16.

The funct ion was 
chaired by Longshithung 
Ezung, district and session 
judge and chairman of 
Phek DLSA, while the key-
note address was delivered 
by Mezivolu T Therieh, 
NSLSA member secretary.

A DIPR report has 
quoted Therieh as stat-
ing that paradigm shift 
has taken place in today’s 
world, thereby insisting the 
public to know their rights 
on whatever they desire to 
get or receive. She added 
that the government is try-
ing its best to deliver jus-

tice basing on their rights.
Also stressing on the 

importance of Adhaar 
cards, she encouraged 
the public to avail at the 
right time as it has become 
mandatory for every citi-
zen of India.

In a short speech, 
ADC Phek, Mhathung 
Tsanglao, has appreci-
ated the departments for 
organising such type of 
programme for the ben-
efit of the people. 

Stating that the state 
government is trying 
its best to promote liv-
ing standard in different 
field, he has underlined 
the need to protect the 
environment and forest as 
well as government prop-
erties if the people desired 
to live a healthy life. In this 
regards, he has called upon 
all section of the people to 
inculcate the right attitude 
to ensure betterment live-
lihood. 

Dimapur, June 18 (EMN): 
Raymond, Zuchamo, and 
Menuosenuo, all Class 
VIII  students  of  SFS 
school, Medziphema, 
were declared winners of 
the poster making and 
drawing competition 
organised by the Medz-
iphema battalion of the 
Assam Rifles held on June 
18 on the theme ‘Drug free 
Nagaland.’

The Assam Rifles had 
organised the compe-
tition with the aim to 
spread awareness on drug 
abuse and its ill effects in 
the society.

A total of 120 students 
from various standards 
have participated in the 
competition with full en-
thusiasm and expressed 
their thoughts on the 
canvas beautifully. The 
children were encouraged 
to spread the message of 
“Drug free Nagaland” and 
help in eradicating the 
disease from the state. 

The event culminated 
with prize distribution for 
the best three drawings 
followed by distribution 
of sweets to students.

In a separate pro-
gramme, Dimapur bat-

talion of the Assam Rifle 
has organised a HIV and 
AIDS awareness talked 
for the villagers at Old 
Showba on June 17. 

The aim of the interac-
tion was to create aware-
ness on how the virus 
spreads and its preven-
tive measures. The locals 
in attendance were also 
educated not to discrimi-
nate people living with 
HIV/AIDS but to treat 
them with compassion in 
order to enable them lead 
a normal lives. Altogether 
22 villagers have been at-
tended the programme.

Dimapur, June 18 (EMN): 
Eastern Nagaland College 
Students Union (ENCSU) has 
urged the state government to 
grant scholarship for theologi-
cal students from the current 
financial year.

In a representation to the 
state chief minister, ENCSU 
president, M Longre Chang and 
the general secretary, Wang-
nei C Jessuhu, have apprised 
that college admission and the 
monthly fees of theological stu-
dents is more than other secular 
students in Nagaland.

It stated that since theo-
logical students do not get any 
scholarship, some of them 
could not even complete their 
full course of study due to prop-
erty. With the declared slogan 
‘Nagaland for Christ,’ ENCSU 
has appealed to the state gov-
ernment to grant scholarship to 
the theological students.

Dimapur, June 18 (EMN): Eastern Naga-
land Peoples Organisation (ENPO) along 
with its six federating tribal bodies have ve-
hemently condemned the June 17 incident 
in which three security personnel belong-
ing to the Assam Riffles were killed besides 
injuring six in an ambush near Tenyak river 
about 2 km away from Aboi town.

ENPO media cell has reminded all con-
cerned of its December 18, 2007, Tuensang 
resolution and subsequent affirmations, 
wherein the public of Eastern Nagaland 
have opposed to any form of violence, 
threats, intimidations or bloodshed within 
its jurisdiction. 

ENPO has reiterated its appeal to all 
concerned to maintain peace and tran-
quillity and to honour the same in the 
interest of peace in the region in particular 
and the entire state in general. ENPO and 
the public of the six tribes have further 
appealed to all concerned to honour the 
desire for peace and tranquillity by the 
public.

Dimapur June 18 (EMN): 
The annual general body 
meeting of Gorkha Pub-
lic Panchayat Kohima 
(GPPK) was held at its hall 
at Chandmari in Kohima 
with the Rupin Sharma, 
state director of general 
police (DGP) as the chief 
speaker of the inaugural 
session on June 16. 

Exhorting the gather-
ing, the DGP asked the 
Gorkha community to 
uphold good relationship 
with the local people. He 
also said that they should 
take rehab programme 
to improve the health of 



3
Eastern Mirror  |  Dimapur, Tuesday, June 19, 2018

CM
YK

NPF seeks clarification from chief minister

Career guides counsel 
students in taking decision

Scholars note challenges faced by private schools

Measles and rubella workshop underway in Kohima

Mizoram to host 3rd XChange Northeast Youth NGO Summit

Dimapur girl excels 
in AIIMS 2018
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Momena Das interacting with students during the career counselling programme in Dimapur on June 18.

Members of various youth nongovernmental organisations seen here during the meeting in Dimapur.

I Himato Zhimomi, with officials and participants, during the inaugural programme of the three-day workshop in Kohima.

Dr. Thungdemo Ngullie inaugurating the Patient Care Centre in 
Dimapur on June 18.

Apollo Hospitals sets up 
Patient Care Centre in Dimapur

STATE

tals instead of them hav-
ing to go to the latter. The 
centre’s staffs are trained 
from Apollo hospital.

Dr. Sema said that 
in the future an Apollo 
information centre will 
also be introduced where 
patients can get informa-
tion about doctors and 
services available from 
Apollo hospitals in Kolk-
ata, Delhi, and Chennai.

For the first time in 
Nagaland, the Patient 
Care Centre will provide 
‘free home collection 
services’ for nearby ar-
eas. Nominal fees will 
be charged for farther 
places beyond the radius 
of 2-3 km.

Dimapur, June 18(EMN): Reacting 
to the announcement made by the 
Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio on the 
Naga integration and Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill 2016 during 
the meeting held at Delhi on June 
12, the Naga Peoples Front (NPF) 
has sought clarification stating 
under what circumstances he was 
prompted to utter such declara-
tions.

The NPF said it will not allow the 
government of the day to play with 
the interest of the Naga people. 

In a press release, the NPF press 
bureau stated that the National-
ist Democratic Progressive Party 
(NDPP) and Chief Minister Office 
(CMO) media cell have ‘struggled 
to their best to cover up the an-
nouncement of the chief minister.’

The NPF reminded that though 
the combined claimed that the NPF 

under the leadership of TR Zeliang 
had not passed any resolutions 
in the issue of Naga integration, 
the 9th session of the 12th House 
held from 21-27 July 2015 under 
the speakership of Chotisü Sazo 
has allotted two cleared days for 
discussions on Naga integrations 
and political issues and thereby, 
adopted five resolutions and out 
of which resolution No. 1 dwelt on 
Naga integration.

 ‘This is the record of the House 
which cannot be erased by the mere 
wishes of Rio and his cohorts as the 
posterity of the Nagas shall be the 
witness,’ it stated. 

The NPF also claimed that the 
de-registration of the NDPP party 
by the Election Commission of 
India (ECI) was coming in a big 
way and thus making themselves 
difficult to defend their position, 

wherein the NDPP had prayed for 
time extension.

‘Apparently, knowing their weak 
positions in the court of ECI, Rio has 
already initiated political discus-
sion with the JDU Supremo, Nitish 
Kumar-maybe again looking for 
merger with JDU. That also does not 
make them safe and secure because 
the majesty of law remained the 
same-in other words, two wrong 
cannot make one right’, the opposi-
tion party stated.

While feigning indifference to 
intrude or meddle into the NDPP 
internal party messes, the NPF also 
‘hoped the innocent NDPP MLAs 
do not suffer under the leadership 
of Rio and his cohorts as de-regis-
tration of the NDPP was imminent 
as the matter was already at the 
hands of the ECI court and at the 
final stage.’

Dimapur, June 18 (EMN): The 
Naga Scholars’ Association (NSA) 
and representatives of the All Na-
galand Private Schools’ Associa-
tion (ANPSA) had a joint meeting 
on June 17 in Dimapur. 

The main focus of the meeting 
was to identify the challenges in 
the school education system in 
Nagaland and to address those 
challenges towards improving the 
system. 

In order to understand the 
prevailing problems in the school 

education system, the private 
schools are being identified as the 
focus of the discussion, a press 
release from the NSA informed. 

According to an update, some 
of the challenges pertain to the 
‘step-motherly treatment’ met-
ed to the private schools by the 
higher authorities concerned is 
in policy and implementation 
levels. The issues range from 
non-representation of the private 
schools in the policy and decision 
making by the state authorities 

concerned and the difficulty in 
the implementation of the policy 
decisions relating to such areas as 
the three language formula and 
curriculum, the press release 
stated.

The NSA said the other con-
cern in the education system in 
the state is the nature of syllabi 
which has not taken into consid-
eration like important aspects of 
contextualisation and skill-based 
vocational education. 

They association opined that 

the importance of curriculum in 
the Naga context should include 
the incorporation of Naga iden-
tity, culture, and history on the 
one hand and the need for par-
ity of standardised curriculum 
to compete with the counterpart 
students in India. In the process, 
the students would be equipped 
to understand one’s own society 
along with the necessary knowl-
edge and skill to respond to varied 
life challenges leading to success-
ful life. 

Dimapur, June 18 (EMN): In a bid 
to generate more career awareness 
amongst students, the Genius Career 
Guide, a unit of Dia Education Founda-
tion has organised a day programme on 
career counselling and motivation on 
June 18 in Dimapur. 

The purpose of the programme was 
to provide more options and opportuni-
ties related to different careers amongst 
students of the state of Nagaland, a 
press release received on Monday from 
the organisers informed.

The chief guest of the programme, 
Editor Nagaland Post Geoffrey Yaden 
said that students can achieve success 
with their passion. He urged the stu-
dents to follow their passion for success 

in life. 
Lauding the initiative of the or-

ganisers, the guest of honour, Bishnu 
Bhattacharjee encouraged for such 
more programmes for the benefit of the 
students’ community. 

Miss Nagaland 2017 Marina Kiho, 
spoke on career in glamour industry 
while Career Mentor Ranjan K Baruah 
spoke on different attributes required 
to be successful in life. 

Momena Das, counsellor from 
Dimapur who is also associated with 
Genius Career Guide shared the objec-
tives of the programme. 

The programme was sponsored by 
Sanskriti University, Mathura and Tula’s 
Institutions, Dehradoon.

 Dimapur, June 18 (EMN): The 
first coordination meeting for the 
upcoming 3rd XChange Northeast 
Youth NGO Summit 2018 was con-
ducted on June 16 in the Tourist 
Lodge conference hall in Dimapur. 

A press note from the CAN Youth 
informed that the meeting was at-
tended by youth led NGOs from 
Assam, Nagaland, Manipur, and 
Meghalaya. 

The 3rd NGO Summit will be 
conducted at Aizawl in Mizoram in 
the month of October, to be hosted 
by the three Mizoram based youth 
NGOs, FLAT, Dignity Foundation, 
and Grace Foundation, it informed.

The CAN Youth has informed 
that the XChange North East Youth 
NGO Summit was an initiative of 
CAN Youth— an NGO based in 
Dimapur. CAN Youth provides a 

platform and networking for the 
NGOs and discuss issues related 
to the Northeast region and brings 
organisation and agencies from 
outside Northeast to see the pos-
sibility of working together in the 
region. Any organisation who wants 
to know more about the summit 
may enquire through 8416091735 
or mail at canyouthnagaland2010@
gmail.com.
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Apollo Hospitals is one 
of India’s leading super-
speciality hospitals. The 

centre makes it conven-
ient for patients to get 
tests from Apollo hospi-

Dimapur, June 18 (EMN): A 
three day programme for the 
state measles and rubella vac-
cination workshop and training 
of trainers got underway on June 
18 at Hotel De Oriental Grand in 
Kohima.

Commissioner-secretary of 
Health & Family Welfare, I Hi-
mato Zhimomi was the guest 
speaker for the inaugural ses-
sion.

Other officials from Who, 
Unicef, Lions Club, represent-
ing from Nagaland government 
and UNDP also attended the 
programme.

The guest speaker in his 
opening remark thanked the 
officers from the Government of 
India and various departments 
from Government of Nagaland 
for their cooperation and as-
sured all possible help from the 
state government.  He urged 
them to work in war footing and 
mentioned that the department 
will ensure that no child will be 
left without immunization. 

He sought the cooperation 
from the church, NGOs and ap-
pealed to the trainers to take the 
workshop seriously as they will 

be the one who will be working 
at field level. 

Zhimomi  the doctors espe-
cially in the border areas how to 
tackle and prevent the spread of 
the disease as there are many in-
ternationally border areas where 
the movement from the other 
country like Myanmar side goes 
without much restriction.

Director of Health Dr. Vikiye 
Medikhru informed that India 
is committed to eliminate mea-
sles and to control rubella and 
congenital rubella syndrome 
(CRS) by 2020. To achieve this 
goal measles and rubella cam-
paign is being launched in the 
country covering all children 
from nine 9-15 years age group, 
he informed. He said that the 
campaign will be the largest 
ever measles rubella campaign 
launched in the world and about 
41 crore children in India will be 
covered under this campaign. 
He also informed that Naga-
land has decided to vaccinate 
the children targeting around 7 
lakh. He added that this is a one 
time campaign and 35% popu-
lation of the state  and further 
mentioned that 2/3 of the target 

beneficiaries are school going 
children hence he sought the 
participation and cooperation 
from schools.

Expanded programme im-
munization officer, Dr. Kobunuo 
highlighted the objectives and 
methodology of the campaign 
which is to train an orient key 
to state and district programme 
managers on all operational 
components for planning and 
implementing the vaccination. 
It was also to prepare a poll of 
master trainers for conducting 
district workshop and to train 
all the medical officers in the 
state.  

She ensured quality vaccina-
tors training and orientation of 
all health link workers on safe 
injection practice and effective 
social mobilization. The expect-
ed outcomes of the workshop 
should be the key nodal resource 
person for district level planning 
guide district programme man-
agers to initiate micro planning 
and act as block level trainers, 
monitor quality of district and 
sub-districts level training and 
train and orient education de-
partment officers, she said.

A power point presentation 
on broad understanding of the 
campaign strategy was present-
ed by (Imm) MoHFW Govern-
ment of India, Dr. Phaldar. 

All together 71 doctors of 
directorate of Health & Family 
Welfare and officials from other 
department are attending the 
programme.

Measles-Rubella vaccine 
which provides protection from 
measles and rubella will be in-
troduced nationwide through 
campaign in schools and out-
reach sessions. This will be fol-
lowed by inclusion of the vac-
cine in routine immunization, it 
informed.

For measles elimination and 
rubella control, children in the 
age group from 9 months to 
les 15 years need to be immu-
nized to knock out the diseases. 
All children from 9 months to 
15 years must get vaccinated. 
This vaccine will be given in all 
schools, community sessions, 
Anganwadi centres and govern-
ment health centres. Children 
will be vaccinated by a trained 
health worker from Health & 
Family Welfare department. 

Dimapur, June 18 (EMN): 
Janvi Jain, a girl from Di-
mapur who was ranked 
1341 in NEET-2018, has 
secured 372 rank in All 
India Institute of Medical 
Sciences (AIIMS) recent-
ly declared result. 

A press release from 
the SD Jain Samaj on 
Monday stated that this 
could be the first time 
that a candidate from 
Nagaland has cleared 
AIIMS in general catego-
ry with 99.90 percentile.

The AIIMS declared 
the results of bachelor 
of Medicine and Surgery 
(MBBS) entrance exam 
on June 18.

As many as 2,649 can-
didates have qualified 
for the first round of cen-
tralised counselling. 

Janvi Jain has cred-
ited her mother Kavita’s 
motivation as her guid-
ing force for her success.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, June 18: A fran-
chised of Apollo Diagnos-
tics Centre, the Patient 
Care Centre was inaugu-
rated at the NSCB build-
ing, opposite to Dimapur 
Town Hall, in Dimapur 
on Monday June 18. The 
principal of Eastern Bible 
College, Dr. Thungdemo 
Ngullie inaugurated the 
centre. 

According to the pro-
prietor of the Patient Care 
Centre, Dr. Kahuka Sema, 
the laboratory would con-
duct blood test for pa-
tients and forward reports 
directly to the Apollo hos-
pital with assured result 
the next day.



4 REGION
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Tuesday, June 19, 2018

Agartala, June 18 (IANS): 
The Tripura Assembly will 
begin its 11-day budget 
session from Tuesday, 
Speaker Rebati Mohan Das 
said here on Monday.

“Deputy Chief Minister 
Jishnu Debbarma would 
lay the budget for the cur-
rent fiscal (2018-19) on the 
first day of the 11-day ses-
sion of the Assembly,” Das 
told the media.

He said two important 
bills were likely to be sub-
mitted during the session 
which would continue till 
June 29.

Opposition Commu-
nist Party of India-Marxist 

legislators are likely to raise 
the issue of “food and job 
crisis in the rural, interior 
and tribal areas”.

“A severe crisis of food 
and rural jobs is putting the 
people in the rural, interior 
and tribal areas in a harsh 
distress condition while 
the state government re-
mained inactive and busy 
with other non-serious is-
sues,” Deputy Opposition 
Leader Badal Choudhury 
said.

Co n g re s s - t u r n e d -
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) MLA Biswabandhu 
Sen is likely to be the Depu-
ty Speaker of the assembly 

unopposed.
CPI-M Chief Whip Ta-

pan Chakraborty said the 
part was yet to decide to 
field any candidate for the 
Deputy Speaker’s election. 

“Our legislature party 
would meet here on Mon-
day evening to decide the 
strategies for the assembly 
session,” he told IANS. 

This is the second ses-
sion of the Tripura assem-
bly after the BJP-Indig-
enous People’s Front of 
Tripura alliance came to 
power on March 9 after 
trouncing the CPI-M led 
Left Front in the February 
18 assembly polls.

Guwahati, June 18 (IANS): The flood fury continued in 
Assam on Monday with two more deaths reported from 
Barak Valley, taking the flood-related death toll to 11, even 
as over five lakh people were affected in six districts.

Assam State Disaster Management Authority (ASD-
MA) officials said two persons died due to floods in Cachar 
and Hailakandi areas while 548,986 persons from 719 vil-
lages in Nagaon, Hojai, Golaghat, Cachar, Hailakandi and 
Karimganj districts were badly hit.

The flood fury has taken a serious turn particularly in 
Karimganj and Hailakandi districts where over two lakh 
people each have been displaced. Over two lakh flood hit 
people have taken shelter in the two districts.

Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal on Monday took 
stock of the situation of Karimganj district and directed 
the Deputy Commissioner to speed up relief and rescue 
operations.  More than 400 relief camps have been opened 
in the flood-hit districts where over 1.59 lakh people have 
taken shelter. Train services in the hill sections of Assam 
have been affected due to landslides triggered by heavy 
rainfall.  The North Frontier Railway said rail traffic was 
still suspended between Silchar and Badarpur as some 
portions of the railway tracks were under flood water.

Shillong, June 18 (PTI): The 
Public Accounts Commit-
tee (PAC) of the Meghalaya 
Assembly today pulled up 
officials of the public works 
department (PWD) and 
border area development 
(BAD) over “irregularities” 
in the implementation of 
projects and schemes in the 
past 10 years.

Speaking to reporters 
after its sitting held here, 
PAC chairman Charles Pyn-

grope said the Committee 
has summoned officials 
of the two departments to 
seek explanation on the “ir-
regularities” pointed out by 
the Comptroller and Audi-
tor General of India (CAG) 
in its report tabled in the 
Assembly earlier this year.

According to him, the 
replies given by the two 
departments to the CAG 
were also found “not satis-
factory”.

Stating that four major 
issues were highlighted 
in the report, Pyngrope 
said that the first being 
the “failure” of the PWD to 
complete the construction 
of the bridge over Umiam 
river at Shella even after six 
years.

“This (failure) has re-
sulted in an unproductive 
expenditure to the tune of 
Rs 4.79 crore,” he said while 
pointing that another issue 

was on the department 
making extra expenditure 
of Rs 85.89 lakh to con-
struct a bridge over a river 
in Mawkyrwat without “ac-
tual requirement”.

Thirdly, Pyngrope said 
that the department had 
extended “undue financial 
benefit of Rs 2.21 crore by 
allowing higher rate” to the 
contractors for excavation 
of hard rock in execution 
of two road works without 

using explosives.
With regards to the BAD 

department, the PAC chair-
man said that the depart-
ment had recommended 
funding of Rs 1.39 crore to 
set up a fish seed produc-
tion farm and multipur-
pose development project 
on a privately owned plot 
of land.

“The inordinate delay 
in its completion has led 
to the project fraught with 

the risk of cost over run and 
rendering the expenditure 
of Rs 49.23 lakh incurred so 
far unfruitful,” he added.

He said these observa-
tions in the 350 paragraph 
CAG report was made for 
the year 2008-09 to 2016-17.

Meanwhile, the PAC has 
asked the concerned de-
partments to ensure that all 
details must be put in place 
before allotting any work to 
any contractor. 

Guwahati, June 18 (PTI): Five more persons were 
arrested today in connection with the lynching of 
the two men at Dokmoka in Assam’s Karbi Anglong 
district, taking the total arrest so far in the brutal 
killing to 36.

Altogether 71 persons have been arrested from 
different parts of Assam, with 36 for killing the men 
and 35 for spreading rumours and hate messages 
in social media, an Assam police spokesman said.

The five arrested today were--Raikom Timung, 
Mensing Kro, Roben Mech, Bikram Hanse and 
Protap Kro.

The two friends, Nilotpal Das and Abhijeet 
Nath, had gone to the picnic spot Kangthilangso 
under Dokmoka police station in Karbi Anglong 
on June 8 last and while returning, their vehicle 
was stopped at Panjuri by a group of irate villagers 
who pulled them out, started beating them on the 
suspicion of being childifters and lynched them 
to death.

A video circulated on social media had shown 
Das pleading that he was an Assamese but it had 
no impact on the killers.

The killings evoked widespread protests and 
demand for exemplary punishment for the guilty.

Assam Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal 
had announced that the cases will be tried in fast 
track courts.

Itanagar, June 18 (PTI): Arunachal Pradesh 
Chief Minister Pema Khandu today re-
quested Ratan Tata, chairman of Tata 
Trusts to set up cancer hospitals in the 
state.

Khandu met Tata at Guwahati and said 
Arunachal Pradesh has been recording a 
very high rate of cancer cases.

“Our patients go all the way to Mumbai 
to Tata Memorial Hospital and Cancer Re-
search Institute to get treatment for their 
ailments incurring huge expenditures. If 
such centers come up in Arunachal, it will 
be of much respite to the people,” Khandu 
said, according to an official release.

Tata in principal agreed to set up two 
specialty cancer centres in Arunachal. 
He also agreed to visit Arunachal soon to 
finalise the project, the release said.

Khandu attended the ground breaking 
ceremony of cancer centers and launch of 
first of its kind cancer care programme in 

Assam being spearheaded by Government 
of Assam in collaboration with Tata Trusts.

Tata trust is putting up 19 new specialty 
cancer centres in Assam.

Khandu hoped the cancer centres 
would immensely benefit the patients 
from Arunachal Pradesh and other parts 
of Northeast, the release said.

The Arunachal Pradesh chief minister 
said, the BJP government in the Centre and 
the state is focused completely towards the 
welfare and wellbeing of the people.

“The massive development in last 
couple of years is the result of the opti-
mistic attention of the Centre towards 
northeast through Modis Act East Policy,” 
he added. 

Khandu also thanked Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and the BJP president Amit 
Shah under whose guidance and direc-
tions, the Northeast is witnessing the light 
of progress in all fields, the release added.

Agartala, June 18 (IANS): The 
Tripura Gramin Bank (TGB) has 
secured the fifth position amongst 
India’s 56 regional rural banks 
(RRBs) in terms of its business 
and growth, an official said here 
on Monday.

The 42-year old TGB posted s 
net profit of Rs 44.14 crore in the 
last fiscal (2017-18).

The bank in which the Centre 

has a 50 per cent stake, United 
Bank of India (UBI) 35 per cent 
and the Tripura government 15 per 
cent, has been notching up profits 
for the past 17 years, Chairman 
Mahendra Mohan Goswami told 
the media.

“The TGB is the only one 
among the eight RRBs in the 
northeastern region (excluding 
Sikkim), that has been making 

profits successively,” he said.
Goswami said that like other 

nationalised banks, the TGB has 
been providing all modern fa-
cilities to the customers including 
computerised, online financial 
transactions and mobile banking.

It grew its volume of business 
in the last financial year to Rs 
8332.11 crore, which is 13.06 per 
cent more than the corresponding 

period of the previous financial 
year.

Goswami said: “The bank cur-
rently has 159 branches including 
15 ultra small branches (USB) 
across Tripura. The deposit of the 
Gramin Bank increased by 10.46 
per cent and reached Rs 5944.54 
crore as on March 31 from Rs 
5381.74 crore on March 31, 2017.

“When most of the national-

ised banks registered huge losses 
in the last financial year, the TGB 
posted net profit of Rs 44.14 crore 
and operating profit of Rs 178.65 
crore in 2017-18 fiscal.”

The bank’s Credit Deposit 
Ratio (CDR) currently stood at 
40.16 per cent against the national 
banks (functioning in the state) 
CDR of 48 per cent. The TGB’s 
2016-17’s CDR was 36.94 per cent.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, June 18 (EMN): 
Governor of Manipur Dr. 
Najma Heptulla has once 
again appealed to the 
people of Manipur and 
beyond to donate gener-
ously if they want to share 
the sufferings of the flood 
affected people in the re-
gion.

Governor Dr. Heptulla 
made the appeal while 
receiving donations from 
various private sector or-
ganisations and private 
individuals at Raj Bhavan 
in Imphal on Monday.

The governor led by all 
the staffs of Raj Bhavan in 
Imphal have announced 
to donate one day’s sal-
ary for flood victims in the 
state.

After Dr. Heptulla ini-
tiated the governor’s re-
lief fund for flood victims 
on Friday, some of the 

private establishments 
and individuals have 
started to donate at their 
own levels.

On Monday, the Im-
phal Finance Co- op-
erative Thrift and Credit 
Society staffs headed by 
its Managing Director W 
Guneshwar Singh and 
dean of Central Agricul-
ture University (CAU), Pro-
fessor Joykumar Laishram, 
together donated INR 81, 
000 as flood relief fund at 
Raj Bhavan.

While citing that the 
donation may not com-
pensate much as com-
pared to damage caused 
by the flood, the governor 
said, “our small gestures 
show that we care for the 
people who are suffering 
and that we are with them 
at this moment of disaster 
and suffering.”

Dr. Heptulla said that 

the state administration 
including the chief min-
ister and his cabinet are 
physically involved in 
rehabilitating the flood 
victims by setting relief 
camps and distributing 
essential commodities like 
food and medicines.

The ongoing devastat-
ing flood in Manipur has 
affected about 1.92 lakh 
population settling across 
360 villages under eight 
out of state’s 16 districts 
claiming seven lives be-
sides damaging 24,849 
houses. 

Reacting to a query 
on the ongoing crisis at 
Manipur University, she 
expressed her desire to re-
solve the crisis in the uni-
versity over the demand 
of replacing the present 
Vice Chancellor Prof. Adya 
Prasad Pandey, in public 
interest.  

Agartala, June 18 (PTI): 
The overall flood situation 
in Tripura has improved 
with water level in all major 
rivers flowing below the 
danger level, officials said.

“Work for the distri-
bution of relief materials, 
food and medicines is in 
full swing. We are keep-
ing a close watch on the 
situation,” D Darlong, dis-
trict Magistrate of Unakoti 
which is the worst-affected, 
said over phone from Kai-
lashahar.

Over 72,000 people are 
still staying in relief camps 
in Unakoti district, he said.

Chief Public Rela-
tions Officer of the North-
east Frontier Railway, P J 
Sharma said train services 
have been restored in the 
Lumding-Badarpur hill 
section but some portions 
of railway track are still un-

der flood water in between 
Badarpur-Silchar and 
Manu-Ambassa-Agartala 
affecting passenger train 
services.

The Badarpur-Silchar 
section in Assam and 
Manu-Ambassa-Agarta-
la section in Tripura re-
mained suspended since 
Jun 13 due to landslips at 
several locations, he said.

Three pairs of passen-
ger trains - Agartala-Silchar, 
Silchar-Dharmanagar and 
Agartala-Dharmanagar - 
could not run in the two 
sections because of the 
landslips caused by flood, 
Sharma said.

As part of a contingen-
cy arrangement, one pair of 
special passenger train will 
run from Agartala to Badar-
pur today, Sharma said. 

The flood so far claimed 
three lives in Tripura.

EM Images

Governor Dr heptualla receiving a donation from Prof. Laishram, Dean of Central Agricultural University at 
Raj Bhavan on Monday.

Mirror Crossword 1853sud0ku 1693
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1852

ACROSS
1. ‘__ death do us part
4. An equal
8. Tackle of a quarterback
12. Volcanic mountain in Japan
13. A domed or vaulted recess
14. Wager
15. Candy
17. Zest or gusto
18. Digressions
19. Policeman (French)
21. Twosomes
23. Uneven or irregular
26. Stinging insects
29. Blotted out the light
31. Tree
32. Mammal genus
33. Have already done
34. Calculating machines
36. El ____, Texas
37. Grandmothers
38. Soul and calypso song
40. Bird genus
42. An ornamental sunken panel in 

a ceiling or dome
46. Amount per
48. Flatterer
50. Breezes through
51. Weight unit
52. Atomic Mass Unit
53. Marries
54. These (old English)
55. Thigh of a hog (usually 

smoked) 

DOWN
1. Broad basin
2. Egyptian goddess
3. Locales
4. Polynesian wrapped skirt
5. Installments in a series
6. Monetary unit
7. Made of coral

8. Irony
9. Large arboreal boa
10. Carton (abbrev.)
11. Small cask or barrel 

16. Probabilities
20. Monetary units
22. Trade
24. Six (Spanish)
25. Root of taro plant

26. Informal terms for a human 
head

27. Italian Island
28. Gave forth
30. Fixed in one’s purpose
32. Banana genus 
35. Stroke
36. Large burrowing rodent
39. Phones

41. Chalcedony
43. American state
44. Gangrene precursor
45. Sagolike starch obtained 

from cuckoopint root
46. Uncooked
47. A playing card with just one 

symbol
49. A female deer

solutions to suD0ku 1692

Tripura assembly 
begins budget 
session from today

Assam flood toll rises to 
11, over 5 lakh affected

Tripura Gramin Bank ranks fifth in rural bank list

PAC pulls up officials of PWD & BAD over irregularities

Five more arrested 
in Assam lynching

Arunachal CM requests Tata to 
set up cancer hospitals in state

Flood situation in Tripura improves

Manipur flood: Raj Bhavan staff led 
by gov. to donate a day’s salary

Northeast flood



GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/94/2018-IV                                                                                                                                                             Dated Kohima, the 11th June, 2018

Sd/- (T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

Whereas Shri. NEIVIL KHAYO H/o LT. KEVIMEDONUO, Sweeper, State 
Guest House, Kohima  resident of Dzüvürü Colony, Kohima  has applied for issue 
of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/
withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late wife- Bank A/C No.10277137264 SBI 
Lerie Branch, Kohima. Who expired on 05-04-2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 
1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

OBJECTION NOTICE

KG
-2

59
1

Davp 15204/11/0034/1819

I  ATO EASTHER AYE daughter 
of ATO AYE hereby declare that 

my name has been mentioned 
as EASTHER SUMI in my 

academic record and A Easther 
Aye in my pancard and Aadhar 
card. That both the name is of 

one person i.e. me.

CHANGE OF NAME 

D-5554

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 18th June 18 

NO.M-121/18/1930-31    Notice is hereby given that 
Shri/Smti Imti Jamir -Vrs- S. Aphak. Konyak resident of 
Dimapur Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland 
under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 
have applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule 
below:-
      The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & 
should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 18.07.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Imti Jamir
Village/Block No: Padumpukhuri, Patta No: 386
Dag No: 2036, Area: 00-02-00

NOTICE

D-
55

56
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Estt/NHIDCL/BO/Dimapur/2018-19/03                                      Dated: 19/06/2018

National Highways & Infrastructure Development Corporation Limited
(Ministry of Road Transport & Highways 

Government of India)

Notice Inviting Tenders/Quotations - CANCELLATION

Branch office: - Dimapur, Nagaland                                     Phone No: 03862-248537

NIT for the work “RFP for the hiring of office space on lease basis 
for a period of 02 Years for its branch office at Dimapur (Distt. 
Dimapur), Nagaland” issued vide NIT no. Estt/NHIDCL/BO 
Dimapur/2018-19/02 dated 12/06/2018 stands cancelled until further 
notice.

Sd/-
General Manager (Projects) 

NHIDCL, Branch office, 
H/no-63 (A), 1st Floor, 

Behind City Tower Building,
NST Colony, Circular road

Dimapur, Nagaland-797112 
Email: nhidcldmp@outlook.com

DG-751

B.TH / M.DIV / M.TH : CORRESPONDENCE
Govt. Recognised & Accredited (National/International/Global). Housewife / Govt/ Mission / 

Private employees can apply. Excellent notes are provided. Admission is going on.
Contact: Faith Theological College (FTC), Ura Villa Colony, Circuit House Area, Dimapur

Phone No. 9856319201 /7005091090 /8837099195/ 9774870677
Note: G.Th / B.Th /M.Div regular admission going on. Day Scholar allowed.

D-5552

I, Smt. Kevirazeu Moses Tokheho wife of Shri. Moses Tokheho residing at H/No.266, 
Naharbari Village, Purana Bazar, Dimapur, Nagaland having Date of Birth 31/03/1987 
being an applicant of passport, do hereby solemnly affirm and state the following: 
1. That the names of my parents and spouse are as follows: 
 (i) Father: Shri. Nguca Hiekha 
 (ii) Mother: Smt. Dorety Hiekha 
 (iii) Husband: Shri. Moses Tokheho 
2. That I am a continuous resident at the above mentioned address from the year 

2015. 
3. That I am a citizen of India by birth and that I have neither acquired the citizenship 

of another country not have surrendered or been terminated of my citizenship of 
India. 

4. That I have not, at any time during the period of five years immediately preceding 
the date of this declaration, been convicted by any court in India for any offence 
involving moral turpitude and sentenced in respect thereof to imprisonment for not 
less than two years. 

5. That no proceedings in respect of any criminal offence alleged to have been 
committed by me or pending before any criminal court in India. 

6. That no warrant or summons for an appearance, and no warrant for my arrest, 
has been issued by a court under any law for the time being force, and that my 
departure from India has not been prohibited by order of any such court

 7. That I have never been repatriated from abroad back to India at the expense of 
Government of India. 

8. That I will not engage in activities prejudicial to the sovereignty and integrity of 
India.

9. That my departure from India will not be detrimental to the security of India. 
10. That my presence outside India will not prejudice the friendly relations of India 

with any foreign country. 
Place: Dimapur, Nagaland 
Date: 18-06-2018 

Smt. Kevirazeu Moses Tokheho 
ENCHANG HIAKA
NOTARY PUBLIC D-5553

AFFIDAVIT

NOTICE
I,  Shri. Kuch Mitra, S/o Shri. Subooh Mitra of Hahkata Village 
under Tamulpur Police Station, Dist.- Baksa, Assam presently 
residing at Model Village, 5th Mile, Dimpaur, Nagaland do hereby 
declare that my wife, Smti. Kunju Mitra has deserted me and my 
children and fled away from our house on 28/04/2018 without any 
reason and rhymes. 

I, therefore declare that from the date of this notice, my 
aforesaid wife shall not have any claim, title or right in my family 
or landed property or even any right for the custody of our children. 
I further declare and give this notice that neither me nor any of my 
family members shall be held responsible ever for any of the acts, 
deed or promise by my aforesaid wife, as I am divorcing her from 
the date of this public notice. 
(Shri. Kuch Mitra) 

D-5555
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Union Minister Arun Jaitley. 

“Those who predicted a 2% 
decline in GDP growth have been 
conclusively proved wrong,” he 
claimed in a Facebook post.

GST enlarged tax base, brought 
formalisation — Government

Petrol prices unchanged for 3rd 
straight day; INR 76.35 in Delhi

Galaxy Note 9 512GB variant 
may be exclusive to few markets

24% consumers 
in India 
experience online 
fraud — Report

‘Dazen 6A’ launched in India at INR 7,999

India fastest growing major 
economy, says Arun Jaitley

New Delhi, June 18 (PTI): 
Hitting back at naysay-
ers, Union Minister Arun 
Jaitley said on Monday 
that 7.7% growth in the 
March quarter has “firm-
ly” established India as 
the fastest growing major 
economy and the future 
looks much brighter than 
the past.

He also dismissed 
former Finance Minister 
P. Chidambaram’s advice 
to cut tax on petrol and 
diesel by `25/litre as a 
“Trap suggestion”.

Mr. Jaitley said that 
with structural reforms 
like demonetisation, the 
implementation of the 
Goods and Services Tax 
and the enforcement of 
the Insolvency and Bank-
ruptcy Code, India had 
two challenging quarters.

“Those who predict-
ed a 2% decline in GDP 
growth have been conclu-
sively proved wrong,” he 
said in a Facebook post. 
‘The Economy and the 
Markets Reward Struc-
tural Reforms and Fiscal 
Prudence’

Former Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh in 
November 2016 termed 
demonetisation as the 
Modi government’s 
“monumental misman-
agement” which might 
shave off about 2 percent-

age points of GDP growth.
“The fourth quar-

ter results of GDP data 
showed a phenomenal 
7.7% growth rate and has 
established India firmly 
as the fastest growing glo-
bal economy. This trend, 
according to experts, is 
likely to continue for the 
next few years,” Mr. Jait-
ley said. He further said 
that double digit growth 
in the construction sector, 
record FDI, manufactur-
ing expansion and finan-
cial inclusion schemes 
have created jobs and 
opportunities for self em-
ployment.

“A distinguished pred-
ecessor of mine feared 
that he may have to live 
his future in poverty. We 
have enabled every In-
dian to be a part of the 
world’s fastest growing 
economy. The future 
looks much brighter than 
the past. This trend is like-
ly to continue for some 
years,” he said.

Former Finance Min-
ister Yashwant Sinha had 
last year criticised Mr. 
Jaitley over the “mess 
the Finance Minister has 
made of the economy” 
and went on to slam the 
government over deci-
sions like note ban and 
the GST, the new univer-
sal tax regime.

Jaipur, June 18 (IANS): 
China-based Lephone on 
Monday launched a new 
smartphone brand “Da-
zen” with a new afford-
able device “Dazen 6A” at 
Rs 7,999 for Indian con-
sumers.

The 5.7-inch HD 
plus device with an as-
pect ratio of 18:9 sports a 
3MP+0.3MP AF dual rear 
camera and 5MP front 
camera. It also comes 

with a “Face Unlock” fea-
ture.

“We at Lephone are 
excited to bring a new 
brand ‘Dazen’ for the In-
dian customer,” Vinod 
Pandit, Business Head 
India, Lephone Technol-
ogy Pvt ltd, said in a state-
ment.

The smartphone is 
powered by 1.3GHz Quad 
core processor coupled 
with 3GB RAM and 32GB 

“The Prime Minister 
claims that he has seen 
poverty from close quar-
ters. His Finance Minis-
ter [Mr. Jaitley] is working 
over-time to make sure 
that all Indians also see it 
from equally close quar-
ters,” Mr. Sinha had said.

Mr. Jaitley held the 
finance portfolio before 
he underwent a kidney 
transplant surgery on 
May 14. He is currently 
recuperating and is now 
a Cabinet Minister with-
out portfolio. Meanwhile, 
Railway and Coal Min-
ister Piyush Goyal has 
been given the additional 
charge of the Finance 
Ministry.

Mr. Chidambaram 
too had said that the BJP 
government pushed peo-
ple into poverty and the 
number of people below 
poverty line has gone up 
than what was during 
the UPA regime. Mr. Jait-
ley said demonetisation, 
GST, digitisation, Aadhaar 
and the anti-black money 
measures are leading to 
gradual formalisation of 
Indian economy.

If the trend of tax col-

lection continues over the 
next few years, Mr. Jaitley 
said “wWe are looking for 
a better future.

Without naming Mr. 
Chidambaram, Mr. Jait-
ley noted that his “dis-
tinguished predecessor” 
had himself “never en-
deavoured” to cut taxes 
on petrol and diesel by 
`25 per litre. “This is a 
‘Trap’ suggestion. It is in-
tended to push India into 
an unmanageable debt 
— something which the 
UPA government left as 
its legacy,” Mr. Jaitley said.

The NDA government, 
he said, has established a 
very strong reputation of 
fiscal prudence and mac-
ro-economic responsible 
behaviour. He added, “We 
must remember that the 
economy and the markets 
reward structural reforms, 
fiscal prudence, and mac-
ro-economic stability.

“They punish fiscal in-
discipline and irresponsi-
bility. The transformation 
from UPA’s ‘policy paraly-
sis’ to the NDA’s ‘fastest 
growing economy’ con-
clusively demonstrates 
this,” he said.

New Delhi, June 18 
(IANS): Nearly one in 
four Indians have directly 
experienced fraud while 
transacting online, a new 
report from global infor-
mation services company 
Experian said on Monday.

As brands and con-
sumers are looking for 
easier ways to buy and 
sell products online via 
mobile devices, the op-
portunity for online fraud 
is escalating simultane-
ously, suggests the report 
titled “Digital Consumer 
Insights 2018”. 

“Through the study we 
observed that consum-
ers from India, are driven 
by convenience and are 
less aware about online 
frauds when compared to 
other APAC (Asia Pacific) 
countries like Singapore 
and Hong Kong,” Expe-
rian India Country Head 
Vaishali Kasture said in 
a statement. “Prevalent 
customer practice to bear 
the cost of the fraud is not 
a solution to mitigating 
digital frauds. More needs 
to be done to build aware-
ness and collectively fight 
fraud,” Kasture added. 

The report, prepared 
in collaboration with 
market research firm IDC, 
is based on responses 
from a consumer survey 
involving 3,200 respond-
ents across 10 APAC mar-
kets namely Australia, 
China, Hong Kong, India, 
Indonesia, Japan, New 
Zealand, Singapore, Thai-
land and Vietnam, Expe-
rian said.  While the report 
suggests that greater dig-
ital convenience is linked 
to higher fraud exposure 
-- presenting a problem 
for both consumers and 
businesses -- it has also 
revealed a silver lining for 
companies. 

New Delhi, June 18 (IANS): Domestic 
petrol prices were steady for the third 
consecutive day on Monday. In the na-
tional capital, the fuel was sold at Rs 
76.35 per litre, data from the Indian Oil 
Corp website showed.

Prices of petrol across the four met-
ros have been unchanged since the de-
cline of around eight paise on June 15.

In Kolkata, Mumbai and Chennai, 
the fuel was priced at Rs 79.02, Rs 84.18 
and Rs 79.24 per litre.

Transport fuel prices have largely 
been on the downside since May 30, 
although with a nominal decline on a 
daily basis.

Before the previous fall in petrol 
prices on June 15, prices were stable 

for three days during June 12-14.
Prices of the other key transporta-

tion fuel diesel were also unchanged 
on Monday. In the cities of Delhi, Kolk-
ata, Mumbai and Chennai, the fuel was 
sold at unchanged price of Rs 67.78, Rs 
70.33, Rs 72.13 and Rs 71.54 per litre.

Diesel prices had declined by 
around seven paise on Sunday, June 
17, after remaining unchanged for four 
days.

Fuel prices in the country are large-
ly determined by global crude oil pric-
es, which have been on a downward 
trajectory for nearly a month now. 
The brent crude oil is currently priced 
around $74 per barrel, down from 
nearly $80 a barrel a month ago.

New Delhi, June 18 (IANS): The Goods 
and Service Tax (GST) has resulted in 
greater formalisation of the Indian 
economy with over 6.5 lakh new asses-
sees having sought registration under 
the new indirect tax regime, the gov-
ernment said on Monday.

A Finance Ministry release here 
said that this increased tax informa-
tion flow would help to eventually 
boost both direct and indirect tax col-
lections in the country.

“In the past, the Centre had little 
data on small manufacturers and con-
sumption because the excise was im-
posed only at the manufacturing stage, 
while the states had little data on the 
activities of local firms outside their 
borders,” it said. 

“Under the GST, there will be now 
seamless flow of availability of com-

mon set of data to both the Centre and 
the States making Direct and Indirect 
Tax collections more effective.” 

The Ministry reported “early signs 
of tax base expansion.” 

“Between June and July 2017, 6.6 
lakh new agents, previously outside the 
tax net, sought GST registration. This 
is expected to rise consistently as the 
incentives for formalisation increase. 
Entire textile chain is now brought un-
der tax net,” it said. 

“Further, a segment of land and 
real estate transactions has also been 
brought into tax net ‘works contracts’. 
Besides, formalisation will occur of 
cement, steel and other sales, which 
earlier tended to be outside the tax net, 
because builder will need documenta-
tion of these input purchases to claim 
tax credit,” it added. 

San Francisco, June 18 
(IANS): Samsung is re-
portedly preparing to 
exclusively release a Gal-
axy Note 9 variant with 
512GB onboard storage 
in certain markets such 
as South Korea and Chi-
na, the media reported.

“Android 8.1 Oreo 
coupled with the latest 
version of ‘Samsung Ex-
perience’ is set to ship 
straight out of the box, 
with all of this being 
backed by a 4,000mAh 

battery,” PhoneArena re-
ported late on Sunday.

As of now, it is unclear 
if any changes other 
than the inbuilt storage 
capacity will be made to 
the top-end variant. 

The upcoming flag-
ship Note device could 
make its way to other 
markets as well, accord-
ing to tech website Sam-
sungMobile.News.

The device is expect-
ed to come with 6GB 
RAM alongside Sam-

sung’s own Exynos 9810 
Octa-core chipset.

When it comes to the 
camera department, a 
variable aperture sensor 
is likely to be included 
next to a secondary tel-
ephoto lens. An 8MP 
selfie sensor is rumoured 
to be placed on the front.

Previous Samsung 
Galaxy Note smart-
phones have featured 
MicroSD slots so users 
can expect it to return 
this time. 

of inbuilt storage that can 
be expanded up to 128GB.

“The device ‘Dazen 
6A’ offers all the latest 
specifications available in 
the Android smartphone 
market and is arguably 
the best model in its com-

petitive price segment in 
the market,” Pandit add-
ed. With 3,000 mAh Li-Po 
battery, the smartphone 
also comes with 100 days 
screen replacement war-
ranty, the company add-
ed.
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Need of the Hour

A
n effort is being made to create an un-
necessary and unwanted controversy 
about the issue of integration of Na-
ga-inhabited areas. There is nothing 
wrong in what the Union Home Minis-

ter Rajnath Singh has stated about the said demand. 
Chief Minister N. Rio has simply stated the view ex-
pressed by the Union Home Minister during his in-
teraction with a Naga delegation. Yet, from certain 
quarters doubts were expressed about the sincerity 
of both the Centre and the State towards the issue. 
Allegations were levelled that both the sides have 
rejected the demand for integration which holds 
the key for an amicable solution of Indo-Naga po-
litical problem. Though Mr. Rio, through a press 
statement, has clarified his position in regard to the 
demand and what actually transpired between the 
Union Home Minister and the high-power Naga 
delegation. However, even after the elaborate ex-
planation by the Chief Minister, the issue is still be-
ing talked about. It is clearly an attempt to fish in 
troubled water.

 What did the Union Home Minister say about 
the demand for integration? As a seasoned politi-
cian Rajnath Singh had put stress on mutual settle-
ment by all concerned for an amicable settlement 
of the issue. States like Assam, Manipur and Aru-
nachal Pradesh should be consulted before taking 
a final call on the demand. As a matter of fact, the 
Union Home Minister has not stated anything new. 
The Centre is harping for a mutual settlement of the 
issue since the beginning of Naga peace process. 
Unfortunately, a mutual solution of the issue still 
continues to elude. But efforts are on to bring all 
concerned towards a consensus; A permanent set-
tlement, which will be accepted by all. Moreover, to 
be fair to the Nagaland Government, the State has 
not much role in it as the responsibility to reach to 
a settlement about the issue lies with Government 
of India and other states where a sizeable number 
of Nagas have settled since long. The Centre is sym-
pathetic to this demand of the Nagas, which can 
be judged from the fact that even in the 16-point 
Agreement signed between the two sides in early 
sixties, the issue of integration of Naga inhabited 
areas was mentioned.

So, for the sake of an amicable settlement of 
the Naga political problem, no one should jump to 
conclusions till the negotiations are over. Everyone 
should keep it in mind that such an act will cause 
more harm than good to the cause. We should not 
forget our responsibility. One should always be 
careful while making any comment on the peace 
process. One should always remember that Naga 
political issue and power politics are two differ-
ent things. Mixing these two together will make 
the problem more complex and keep the solution 
away. If anyone wants to gain political mileage by 
using the Naga issue, he or she should be resisted. 
Irresponsible comments should be condemned. 
Any attempt for the sake of narrow political gains 
should be prevented. Rather, everyone should con-
tribute their might in finding a solution to the vexed 
problem. This is the need of the hour.

DAILY
PATH

Chhattisgarh is not letting its 
degraded forests regenerate 
naturally. One fix is to shift our 
language away from ‘management’ 
and towards ‘safeguarding’

O
ften we read about 
the fights between 
security forces and 
o u r  n a t i o n a l i s t 
armed groups and 

many of us rejoice such news with 
fervour of Naga nationalism. But a 
recent incident made me wonder 
and question what is right? 

A not so old publication of in-
ter group fight of NSCN made me 
wonder if we have really evolved 
or are we going back to older days 
wherein tribal differences and 
supremacy, made us fight one an-
other. The same is being done by 
our nationalist groups to reign su-
preme over one another for more 
power and position to assert their 
dominance for extortion rights.

What exactly is the cause that 
these armed groups have been 

nursing from time to time as per 
their own whims and fancies 
without worrying about me, a 
common Naga fellow. Is this the 
cause we have grown up to or 
these groups have gone wrong 
in their understanding? Killing of 
own Naga brethren pokes me to 
ask these doubts.

Cause taken up by armed 
groups as understood by many 
my age was to give us a better life 
by providing, habitation, educa-
tion, employment, infrastructure 
& gender equality in a better so-
ciety. But are they facilitating it or 
hampering it by impeding the de-
velopment work in remote areas 
by their activities of extortion and 
threats to own brethrens. 

We have been divided for long 
by the groups and its ideology 

based on the differences, which 
means that their cause is not self-
less but has become self centric. 
These groups have been dictat-
ing terms, indulging in extortion, 
taxation from local populace 
and killing brethren Nagas. To 
me they seem to be misleading 
the youth for their ulterior gains. 
It’s about time that all of us right 
thinking people come forward to 
voice against the self proclaimed 
flag bearers, who pitch brother 
against brother, denounce hu-
manity and create divide. It’s time 
to introspect and cleanse our sys-
tems to create a new, forward and 
puerile society truly independent 
of threats and free from the shack-
les of armed groups.    

Hukato Zhimo
Signal Basti, DimapurL

ike Janus, the Greek 
god, the Indian mon-
soon has two faces, ac-
cording to a report by 
researchers from Ger-

many in the journal “Science”.
The report says the mon-

soon convection not only trans-
ports pollutants upward all 
the way to the stratosphere 
(that starts at 18 km), from 
where they disperse globally, 
but it simultaneously provides 
a “cleansing mechanism” by 
removing particulate pollutants 
by precipitation with a key role 
played by lightning.

About two decades ago, the 
Indian Ocean Experiment un-
covered a large pollution haze 
from biofuel use, agricultural 
burning and fossil fuel combus-
tion, downwind of South Asia 
during the dry winter monsoon 
(December to March). But its 
fate during the wet summer 
monsoon (May to September) 
had been unclear till now.

J. Lelieveld at Planck Insti-
tute for Chemistry in Mainz 
and co-workers say they have 
now for the first time performed 
chemistry measurements by 
sampling the summer mon-
soon outflow in the upper trop-
osphere (between 9 and 15 km 
altitude).

The study, carried out using 
a research aircraft that flew from 
the Eastern Mediterranean (Cy-
prus) to the Indian Ocean (Mal-
dives), “aimed at atmospheric 
impacts of associated air pollu-
tion emissions on regional and 
global scales during the South 
Asian summer monsoon”, says 
their report.

“The measurements, sup-
ported by computer model cal-
culations, show that the mon-
soon sustains a remarkably 
efficient cleansing mechanism 
in which contaminants are 
rapidly oxidised and deposited 
to Earth’s surface,” the research-
ers say.

About 80 per cent of all reac-
tive sulfur emissions in South 
Asia, from large-scale coal burn-
ing in China and India, “are re-

moved by precipitation largely 
as sulfate”.

However, some pollutants 
are lofted above the monsoon 
clouds, and chemically proc-
essed in a reactive reservoir 
before being redistributed glo-
bally. The researchers are able 
to show that ground-based 
sources of pollution can reach 
the stratosphere during the 
monsoon.

“Our hypothesis is that the 
monsoon anticyclone is infused 
by South Asian convection that 
carries air pollution emissions 
upward from this region, with 
possible additional contribu-
tions from East Asia and Africa,” 
the authors say.

According to the research-
ers, the monsoon behaves like 
the two faces of Janus -- trans-
ferring pollutants from the sur-
face upward while sustaining an 
effective cleansing mechanism 
that curbs the impacts of the 
pollutants on the surface.

Once in the upper tropo-
sphere, pollutants accumulate 
and are chemically processed 
in a reactive reservoir for weeks 
and reaction products disperse 
globally including to the strato-
sphere.

“It is expected that the rap-
idly increasing South Asian 
emissions will intensify the flux 
of pollutants through the anti-
cyclone in the years to come,” 
the report says.

J. Srinivasan, Distinguished 
Scientist at Divecha Centre for 
Climate Change in Bengaluru, 
told IANS: “It is an interesting 
paper.”

Srinivasan said that recent 
work done by Prof S.K. Satheesh 
of the Indian Institute of Sci-
ence in Bengaluru has shown 
that emissions of soot from high 
flying aircraft can also impact 
the stratosphere. Such studies 
are important as “we need to 
control air pollution in India 
because it has adverse impact 
on our health”.

(K.S. Jayaraman is a 
veteran science journalist. He 

can be contacted at killugudi@
hotmail.com)    

I
ndia hosted World Environment Day this year with 
active participation from government, civil society, 
private organisations and citizens in large numbers. 
This reflects an evolved awareness and concern to-
wards environment – or did it?

Like every year, the dominant activity on this occasion 
was a mass drive towards ‘greening’ through distribution 
of saplings and plantation. Before we rejoice in having 
contributed “our bit” towards saving the environment, it’s 
pertinent to understand how much and where the trees 
were planted, using Chhattisgarh as a case study.

Chhattisgarh’s total ‘forest cover’ is 55,547 sq. km 
(41.09% of its geographic area) according to the India State 
of Forest Report (ISFR) 2017. According to the ISFR, the 
term ‘forest cover’ refers “to all lands more than one hectare 
in area with a tree canopy of more than 10% irrespective of 
land use, ownership and legal status. It may include even 
orchards, bamboo, palm etc. and is accessed through re-
mote sensing.”

Forest cover within ‘recorded forest area’ of the state 
stands at 42,383 sq. km (31.35% of the total area of the 
state). Before getting ahead, let us unwrap this term. It 
refers “to all the geographic areas recorded as ‘forests’ in 
government records. This mainly consists of Reserved 
Forests (RF) and Protected Forests (PF) notified under the 
provisions of Indian Forest Act 1927 or its counterpart state 
acts”. Of this, 30% is classified as degraded, which is 16,662 
sq. km. This leaves us with 25,721 sq. km, which is a forest 
in real terms – amounting to only 19.02 % of Chhattisgarh.

The forest, other than the recorded forest area, stands 
at 13,164 sq. km (9.73% of the state). The areas outside 
recorded forests are not a part of RF or PF; instead, they are 
plantations on or near private/community lands, roads, 
rail, canal sides, rubber/tea/coffee plantations, etc.

Now, can plantations be considered forests? Are we 
mistaking plantation drives to be a remedial measure for 
forest growth?

(Mis)Understanding forests
Our understanding of the term ‘forest’ has been limited be-

T
he ever-increasing de-
mand for potable water 
is exerting tremendous 
stress on our existing 
consumable water re-

sources. Water covers a little over 
70 per cent of the earths surface, 
and by this we erroneously pre-
sume that there is adequate pota-
ble water. Realistically, only 3 per 
cent of this water is potable.

According to a study in Sci-
ence Advances, some African and 
Asian countries face severe water 
scarcity for almost the entire year. 
The same study also reveals that 
India suffers from water scarcity 
for over seven months a year. The 
current water requirement for 
India is around 28,251.73 TMC 
(thousand million cubic feet), 
which is close to the utilisable 
water resource (i.e. available fresh 
water) for our country (roughly 
38,351.73 TMC). Studies by the 
Ministry of Water Resources indi-
cate that the available water will 
become equal to the demand 
by the year 2030, if the current 
trends continue. However, be-
cause many fresh water sources 
are highly polluted, the actual 
utilisable water is likely to be 
much lower than 38,351.73 TMC. 
Therefore, there is an urgent need 
to find solutions to alleviate water 
scarcity in India.

Desalination processes based 
on renewable energy (RE) could 
be a solution to India’s perennial 
water woes. Desalination is the 
process of distilling sea or pol-
luted water (called source water) 
using thermal (heat) or electrical 

energy. This process removes salts 
(chlorides, fluorides, sulphates, 
etc.) which are dissolved in water, 
thereby rendering the source wa-
ter consumable (called distillate). 
However, these processes have a 
major drawback -- they consume 
a large amount of energy, most 
of which is derived from fossil 
fuels. Considering the fact that 
India and the rest of the world are 
moving towards fossil-free energy 
generation, it would be prudent 
to combine RE with desalination 
technologies.

Some of the commercialised 
and extensively used desalination 
technologies are Multi Stage Flash 
(MSF), Multi Effect Distillation 
(MED) and Reverse Osmosis (RO). 
Adsorption-based desalination 
shows great economic prom-
ise, but the technology is yet to 
mature. MED and MSF operate 
by heating the source water till 
it evaporates, and then collect-
ing the distilled water. RO is a 
membrane-based desalination 
technology, where the source 
water flows across a membrane 
(similar to a filter paper) with the 
help of a pump. Salts are filtered 
out as the water is forced across 
the membrane, thus ensuring 
that only desalted or distilled wa-
ter passes through.

There are many probable RE 
candidates, such as Parabolic 
Trough Collector (PTC), Com-
pound Parabolic Collector (CPC) 
and Solar Photovoltaic (PV), that 
can be used to power commercial 
desalination technologies.

PTCs and CPCs use reflectors 
such as mirrors to capture solar 
energy and convert it to thermal 
energy using metallic receivers, 

which are in the form of circular 
tubes. PTCs and CPCs can power 
MED and MSF as these desalina-
tion technologies consume ther-
mal energy. PV, on the other hand, 
converts solar energy directly into 
electrical energy. Therefore, PV 
can supply the required electrical 
energy to power RO systems.

The combination of RE-de-
salination technologies depends 
on various factors, such as loca-
tion, source water availability 
and quality, distillation capacity, 
cost of desalination and environ-
mental constraints. However, it 
is finally the cost and the capac-
ity that determine the technology 
combination.

Combining RE-based tech-
nologies with the desalination 
process ensures that the produc-
tion of pure water is non-pollut-
ing. This has two benefits: One, 
in the short-term, clean drinking 
water is produced, which could 
alleviate water scarcity problems; 
and two, in the long-term, the use 
of RE-based technologies will aid 
in reducing the effects of climate 
change.

As an immediate solution, 
we recommend solar thermal/
PTC with MED system as the 
best combination based on the 
following rationale: That it can 
operate for 24 hours and, hence, 
cater to large water requirements; 
that it can handle a wide range of 
water quality, and finally, it allows 
water production at a low cost. 
This combination looks good 
for immediate implementation 
until other emerging technologies 
(such as adsorption technology) 
are mature enough for commer-
cialisation.

Where are We Headed!!Monsoon is Both 
a Pollution Pump 
and a Cleanser, 
Says Study

Renewable Energy-Based Desalination 
Could Resolve India’s Perennial Water Woes

All That is Green is Not Forest

Anupam Sisodia | The Wire

K.S. Jayaraman | IANS

Suhas Bannur | IANS

Be slow to judge others.

I’ve been quick to judge anyone I saw walking in the street 
while staring at a phone. How could they be so oblivi-
ous to the cars about to hit them? I’ve told myself. Don’t 

they care about their own safety? But one day, while cross-
ing the entrance to an alleyway, I was so engrossed in a text 
message, that I missed seeing a car at my left. Thankfully, 
the driver saw me and came to an abrupt stop. But I felt 
ashamed. All of my self-righteous finger-pointing came back 
to haunt me. I had judged others, only to do the same thing 
myself.

My hypocrisy is the kind of thinking that Jesus addressed 
in the Sermon on the Mount: “First take the plank out of 
your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the 
speck from your brother’s eye” (Matthew 7:5). I had a huge 
“plank”—a blind spot through which I judged others with my 
own impaired judgment.

“For in the same way you judge others, you will be 
judged,” Jesus also said (7:2). Recalling the disgusted look 
on the driver’s face that day, after having to make an abrupt 
stop when I walked in front of the car, I’m reminded of the 
disgusted looks I gave others engrossed in their phones.

None of us is perfect. But sometimes I forget that in my 
haste to judge others. We’re all in need of God’s grace.

BIBLE READ:   MATTHEW 7:1–6
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 
~ Matthew 7:1

Impaired Judgment

cause we have constantly assumed it as being synonymous 
to plantations and a fluctuating degree of greenery.

According to Peter Smetacek, founder of the Butterfly 
Research Centre, Bhimtal, Uttarakhand, a forest is a “’self-
sown’ and ‘self-regenerating’ community of plants that sup-
ports a community of creatures dependent on those plants, 
and on each other, for food and shelter.”

He traces the genesis of the confusion to Sir Dietrich 
Brandis, a German forester called upon to establish the 
Indian Forest Service during the second half of the 19th 
century. Brandis provided valuable insights that are still fol-
lowed, and helped set up a structured Indian Forest Service. 
But it was the translation of certain terms from German to 
English that resulted in a confusion between plantations 
and forests.

As Smetacek has written, in German, ‘forest’ is de-
scribed by three words: forst (plantation of commercially 
important forest trees), wald (natural forest) and urwald 
(primeval forest). The terms Forstwirtschaft and Waldwirt-
schaft both translate to ‘forestry’ in English, and Brandis 
failed to establish an official difference between forst and 
wald, which was then not considered important.

The plantation drive
While we do not have any data or even indicative numbers 
for the trees planted by citizens, we do have numbers for 
saplings planted by the state forest department.

The forest department carries out plantation drives un-
der certain schemes: plantations in degraded forests, river 
beds, road sides, urban areas, encroachment areas, fast-
growing plantations, bamboo plantations, social forestry, 
greening and sapling distributions.

Before considering the absolute number of trees plant-
ed, let’s get an idea of the total area where greening drives 
are being carried out. The total area under ‘forest’ stands 
at 55,547 sq. km and net cultivated area, at 45,924 sq. km. 
Considering these areas can’t be used for greening planta-
tions, we are left with 33,721 sq. km, which is 24.94% of the 
area of the state. Let’s remember that rivers, water bodies, 
settlements, etc. also occupy this area, so this figure is only 
indicative of the plantation area.

The state forest department has been planted 59.6 mil-
lion trees in the last two years just under the greening drive, 
according to the Government of Chhattisgarh’s Economic 
Survey of 2017-18. This excludes the number of trees plant-
ed by citizens, civil society, private organisations and other 
agencies, and under other plantation schemes two years 
prior to when the data was collected.

Ensuring that planted trees survive is a delicate task, 
requiring long-term planning, monitoring, care and the 
know-how related to species-specific standardised meth-
ods, according to Rakesh Chaturvedi, an IFS officer. We also 

don’t know the survival rate of planted trees outside the 
recorded forest area, nor do we have any scientific mecha-
nism for deciding the number of trees to be planted, the 
species to be planted or the area on which they will be 
planted.

Plantation in degraded forest not a solution
The degraded forest, 30% of the state’s forested area, is 
‘developed’ by the state forest development corporation to 
increase its ‘productivity’. This corporation carries plants 
teak and bamboo, which are then felled on a rotational 
basis. The revenue is shared between the forest depart-
ment and the communities that dependent on the forest. 
So now, do forests require management or do plantations?

In Chhattisgarh, naturally growing species like saliha, 
kullu, bija, haldu, etc. have declined because nothing else 
grows around teak. We must ask ourselves: are we letting 
our degraded forest to regenerate naturally? No, because 
a forest requires ‘safeguarding’ and not ‘management’ for 
natural regeneration to work.

The solution lies in shifting our focus towards con-
servation, away from plantation. This is a delicate shift as 
there are communities, mostly tribals, who depend on de-
graded forests for revenue, and won’t be possible without 
policymakers being intent and willing to see the transition 
through. They could start with the practice of rotational 
felling: executed like clockwork, it should go hand in hand 
with ‘rotational conservation zones’, too, where the land is 
protected carefully to ensure natural regeneration. Har-
yana embarked on just such a journey by planting fewer 
saplings to let its forests grow naturally, in 2016.

When a degraded forest is left undisturbed, it engen-
ders ecological succession. Perennial weeds and some 
grasses are gradually replaced by herbs, which in turn give 
way to woody plants that dominate the area. The speed 
and efficacy of this change depends on many geographical 
and environment factors. Its most striking characteristic 
is the replacement of one plant community with another 
with different growth pattern, until the latter terminates 
into the highest type of vegetation possible in the environ-
ment. This process is biological, not physical. In Chhattis-
garh, the highest form of vegetation is the sal forest.

It will be possible to call ‘Environment Day’ only when 
we monitor the trees that have already been planted. There 
might be fewer photo opportunities but, on the upside, we 
will have indicative local figures to highlight our concern 
towards “greening” and “re-greening” the same area over 
and over again. We need to quickly shift our focus from 
plantations towards conservation. Unfortunately, conser-
vation is not possible unless we know the correct terms 
– or the geography of what exists where. It can’t be stressed 
enough: all that is green is not forest.

Anupam Sisodia is a naturalist currently document-
ing the butterflies of Chhattisgarh. He can be reached at 

sisodia.anupam@gmail.com.
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Feeling hangry has become a meme, even used in ads. But how does it work, psychologically? Snickers
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Are you sure that oth-
er people wouldn’t like you to be in another space 
than where you are right now, Aries, or even be a 
different person than the one you always thought 

you were? These questions are beginning to bother you. De-
vote some time to thinking about them. The answers you 
come up with won’t be entirely meaningful for a few more 
weeks. Try looking at the essential things today.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): People will under-
stand and appreciate your desire to stand out from 
the crowd today, Taurus. This isn’t a sign of ar-
rogance on your part. It’s just that you’re particu-

larly perceptive right now and people need your good advice. 
Since you’re ready to step into the spotlight and shine like 
the stars that are giving you all this wonderful energy, go for 
it. You’d kick yourself if you let this opportunity pass.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You love everyone 
on this planet, Gemini, and this isn’t the day to 
come bothering you with all the little details of 
everyday life. You’re in orbit, on a voyage to the 

stars, and this great feeling of freedom is pushing you to 
demand more justice for all. You might even find the perfect 
situation today to use your wonderful diplomatic skills. It’s 
the least you can do.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Sometimes you make 
mistakes because of your lack of objectivity, Can-
cer. You have a certain tendency to wish that other 
people were just like you. Yet this won’t be the case 

today. You’re using your good sense and reason, or rather your 
reason is doing the talking for you. It would be a great day for 
people to listen to you since your judgments have nothing to do 
with your personal feelings.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You were once a creature of 
reason, Leo. For you, everything had an explanation, 
a reason to exist, and a place in the world. You never 
missed a chance to share your viewpoint. Then all of 
a sudden, silence. Perhaps you needed to get some 

perspective, not necessarily on the things you know, but on how 
you express that knowledge. Now words have come back into 
your life and your ideas are more moderate.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): How about changing 
roles today, Virgo? It’s true that you aren’t one for 
idle chat. You prefer taking action rather than talk-
ing about grandiose ideas that never go anywhere. 

Yet today you may actually feel like discussing things in depth. 
The stars’ alignments are bringing out this other side of you, so 
take advantage of the energy. Other people will be grateful, since 
they’ve been waiting a long time for this day.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22):  Scientists are sometimes 
pretty strange. They can be so engrossed in real-
ity that they seem almost absent from it, as if they 
float above the Earth. That’s a bit how you feel about 

things, too, Libra. You like to explain the world in your own spe-
cial way, the way you see it and not necessarily the way it really 
is. That’s your secret. You know that no one else can see the 
world the way you do.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):  As the real Scorpio 
that you are, you aren’t in the habit of talking without 
saying anything constructive. Sometimes people 
accuse you of having nothing to say. When you’re 

just being patient, they say that you’re ignorant. When you’re 
demonstrating your tolerance, they say you’re indifferent. Today 
it’s time for those people to learn the real truth about you and 
understand just how much you have to say about the world.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): The people 
around you would really appreciate it if you’d slow 
down and relax a little. You always seem to be run-
ning around, so much so, in fact, that you’ve been 

neglecting the people close to you, especially your family. They 
really need you. They have issues to discuss with you. They 
need to feel the comfort of your arms. Your arms need to open 
up to them first.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You did the right 
thing to put off those important decisions and not 
give in to pressure, Capricorn. You know well that 
sometimes it’s important to relax and rest for the 

busy times ahead. Today you’ll feel refreshed and ready to 
tackle the world. You see your problems from a different point 
of view, and you’re much more optimistic about things. Now 
you can take a calm look at the situation.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You have a gener-
ous nature, Aquarius. You know how to give and 
devote yourself to solving the problems others 
that confide in you. This will still be true today, but 
not entirely in the same way. In fact, it wouldn’t be 

wise for people to bother you with their problems if they really 
aren’t all that important. It’s high time for you to take care of 
yourself for a while.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20):  It’s always like this at 
first with you, Pisces. You know something is hap-
pening but have no idea what. It’s as if electricity 
flows through you. You’re practically vibrating with 

emotion. You can feel other people’s emotions, too. Begin by 
listening to your heart and feeling the sensation in your body. 
Only then will you be able to judge the intensity of your feel-
ings. Could this be desire - or love?

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Jennifer MacCormack  
The Conversation

Have you ever been grumpy, 
only to realize that you’re hungry?

When Does Hungry Become Hangry?

Who Classifies ‘Gaming 
Disorder’ as Mental 
Health Condition

How Dry Riverbeds Contribute to Climate Change

Your Kids’ Obesity May Up Knee, 
Hip Osteoarthritis Risk Later

F
eeling hangry has become a meme, 
even used in ads. But how does it 
work, psychologically? Snickers

Many people feel more irritable, 
annoyed, or negative when hun-

gry – an experience colloquially called being 
“hangry.” The idea that hunger affects our 
feelings and behaviors is widespread – from 
advertisements to memes and merchandise. 
But surprisingly little research investigates 
how feeling hungry transforms into feeling 
hangry.

Psychologists have traditionally thought 
of hunger and emotions as separate, with 
hunger and other physical states as basic 
drives with different physiological and neural 
underpinnings from emotions. But growing 
scientific evidence suggests that your physical 
states can shape your emotions and cognition 
in surprising ways.

Prior studies show that hunger itself can 

influence mood, likely because it activates 
many of the same bodily systems, like the au-
tonomic nervous system and hormones, that 
are involved in emotion. For example, when 
you’re hungry, your body releases a host of 
hormones including cortisol and adrenaline, 
often associated with stress. The result is that 
hunger, especially at greater intensity, can 
make you feel more tense, unpleasant and 
primed for action – due to how these hor-
mones make you feel.

But is feeling hangry just these hunger-
induced feelings or is there more to it? This 
question inspired the studies that psycholo-
gist Kristen Lindquist and I conducted at 
UNC-Chapel Hill. We wanted to know wheth-
er hunger-induced feelings can transform 
how people experience their emotions and 
the world around them.

Negative situations set the scene for hanger

An idea in psychology known as affect-as-
information theory holds that your mood can 
temporarily shape how you see the world. In 
this way, when you’re hungry, you may view 
things in a more negative light than when 
you’re not hungry. But here’s the twist.

People are most likely to be guided by 
their feelings when they’re not paying atten-
tion to them. This suggests that people may 
become hangry when they aren’t actively fo-
cused on their internal feelings, but instead 
wrapped up in the world around them, such 
as that terrible driver or that customer’s rude 
comment.

To test whether hungry people are more 
likely to become hangry in negative situations 
when they aren’t focused on their feelings, we 
designed three different studies. In the first 
two, run online with U.S. adults, we asked 
people – some hungry, some full – to look at 
negative, positive and neutral emotional im-
ages. Then they saw an ambiguous figure: a 
Chinese character or pictograph they’d never 
seen before. We asked participants whether 
they thought the pictograph meant some-
thing pleasant or unpleasant.

Hungry people who saw negative images 
thought the pictographs meant something 
more unpleasant. However, hungry people’s 
ratings after positive or neutral emotional 
pictures were no different than the not-hun-
gry people.

This suggests that the hangry bias doesn’t 
occur when people experience positive or 
even neutral situations. Instead, hunger only 
becomes relevant when people confront 
negative stimuli or situations. But why would 
hunger only matter in negative situations?

Affect-as-information theory also sug-
gests that people are more likely to use their 
feelings as information about the world 
around them when those feelings match the 
situation they’re in. Hunger likely only be-
comes relevant in negative situations because 
hunger itself produces unpleasant feelings – 
making it easier to mistake the cause of those 
feelings to be the negative things around you, 
rather than your hunger.

Tuning in to your feelings
In the final study, we recreated in the labora-
tory a frustrating situation to test how hunger 
and awareness – or lack thereof – might cause 
hanger.

We assigned two random groups of un-
dergraduate students to fast for at least five 
hours or eat a full meal before coming to our 
lab. There we assigned them to write a story 
that was meant either to direct their attention 

to emotional information, or to not focus on 
emotions at all. Then everyone did a long, te-
dious computer task. At the end of the task, 
we secretly programmed the computer to 
“crash.” The researcher blamed the partici-
pant for the computer malfunction and told 
them they’d have to redo the task once it was 
fixed.

It turned out that hungry people who 
hadn’t focused on feelings beforehand exhib-
ited more signs of being hangry. They report-
ed feeling more stressed, hateful and other 
negative emotions and rated the researcher 
as being more “judgmental,” compared to full 
individuals and the hungry people who did 
write about emotions earlier.

These findings suggest that feeling hangry 
occurs when your hunger-induced negativity 
gets blamed on the external world around 
you. You think that person who cut you off on 
the road is the one who made you angry – not 
the fact that you’re ravenous. This seems to 
be a fairly unconscious process: People don’t 
even realize they’re making these attribu-
tions.

Our data suggest that paying attention 
to feelings may short circuit the hangry bias 
– and even help reduce hanger once you 
notice it. Although these studies provide a 
valuable glimpse into the ways that physical 
states, like hunger, can temporarily shape 
our feelings and behaviors, they are only a 
first step. For example, our studies only ad-
dress hunger effects in healthy populations 
where individuals eat regularly. It would be 
interesting to look at how feeling hangry 
could change with long-term dieting or con-
ditions like diabetes or eating disorders.

These studies alongside other emerging 
science suggest that our bodies can deeply 
shape how we think, feel and act – whether 
we realize it or not. We’re generally aware 
that emotions like feeling stressed can in-
fluence our health, but the reverse direction 
is also true. Our bodies and physical health 
have the power to shape our mental lives, 
coloring who we are and the way we experi-
ence the world around us.

Warding off hanger
Here are three pro tips to help keep your 
hunger from going full-blown hangry.

Healthy foods filled with slow-release 
nutrients keep you satiated and impervious 
to hanger. Tetiana Bykovets on Unsplash, CC 
BY

First, it may seem obvious, but pay more 
attention to your hunger. People vary a lot in 
how sensitive they are to hunger and other 

bodily cues. Maybe you don’t notice you’re 
hungry until you’re already ravenous. Plan 
ahead – carry healthy snacks, eat a protein-
filled breakfast or lunch to give you lasting 
energy – and set yourself reminders to eat 
regularly. These basic precautions help pre-
vent you from becoming overly hungry in 
the first place.

But what if you’re already super hungry 
and can’t eat right away? Our findings sug-
gest people are more likely to be biased by 
hunger in negative situations. Maybe you’re 
stuck in bad traffic or you have a stressful 
deadline. In these cases, try to make your 
environment more pleasant. Listen to an 
amusing podcast while you drive. Put on 
pleasant music while you work. Do some-
thing to inject positivity into your experi-
ence.

Most importantly, your awareness can 
make all the difference. Yes, maybe you’re 
hungry and starting to feel road rage, over-
whelmed with your task deadline, or wound-
ed by your partner’s words. But amid the heat 
of those feelings, if you can, step back for a 
moment and notice your growling stomach. 
This could help you recognize that hunger is 
part of why you feel particularly upset. This 
awareness then gives you the power to still be 
you, even when you’re hungry.

T
he World Health Organization 
(WHO) has now included “gam-
ing disorder” as a mental health 
condition in its International 
Classification of Diseases (ICD).

The ICD, a diagnostic manual pub-
lished by the WHO, was last updated in 
1990 and its new edition, ICD-11, has in-
cluded gaming disorder as a serious health 
condition that needs to be monitored. 

“Gaming disorder has been added to 
the section on addictive disorders,” the 
WHO said in a statement.

This classification means health profes-
sionals and systems will be more “alerted 
to the existence of this condition” while 
boosting the possibility that “people who 
suffer from these conditions can get appro-
priate help”, Vladimir Poznyak, a member 
of the WHO’s Department of Mental Health 
and Substance Abuse, was quoted as telling 
the CNN. 

“Millions of gamers around the world, 
even when it comes to the intense gaming, 
would never qualify as people suffering 
from gaming disorder,” he said, adding that 
the overall prevalence of this condition is 
“very low”.

“And let me emphasise that this is a 
clinical condition, and clinical diagnosis 
can be made only by health professionals 
which are properly trained to do that,” he 

noted. The new ICD-11 is also able to better 
capture data regarding safety in healthcare, 
which means that unnecessary events that 
may harm health -- such as unsafe work-
flows in hospitals -- can be identified and 
reduced, the statement said.

It also includes new chapters, one on 
traditional medicine: although millions of 
people use traditional medicine worldwide, 
it has never been classified in this system. 

Another new chapter on sexual health 
brings together conditions that were previ-
ously categorised in other ways (e.g. gen-
der incongruence was listed under mental 
health conditions) or described differently. 

ICD-11 will be presented at the World 
Health Assembly in May 2019 for adoption 
by member states, and will come into effect 
on January 1, 2022. 

“ICD is a cornerstone of health informa-
tion and ICD-11 will deliver an up-to-date 
view of the patterns of disease,” said Lubna 
Alansari, WHO’s Assistant Director-General 
(Health Metrics and Measurement).

The ICD is the foundation for identify-
ing health trends and statistics worldwide, 
and contains around 55,000 unique codes 
for injuries, diseases and causes of death. 

It provides a common language that al-
lows health professionals to share health 
information across the globe.

IANS

D
ry riverbeds are contributing more 
carbon emissions than previously 
thought, says a study that could 
help scientists better understand 
how to fight climate change.

“There is a substantial amount of plant litter 
that accumulates in dry riverbeds and when they 
flow again this material can break down rapidly. 
We’ve now estimated the potential short-term 
CO2 emissions during these rewetting events,” 
said Nathan Waltham from James Cook Univer-
sity in Australia.

“We believe that a single pulse of CO2 emis-
sion upon litter rewetting contributes up to 10 

per cent of the daily CO2 emission compared 
to perennial rivers and streams, particularly in 
temperate climates. “What this means is that the 
contributions of intermittent rivers and streams 
should be included in global carbon-cycling as-
sessments,” Waltham added.

Intermittent rivers, as the name suggests, 
sometimes stop flowing and can dry completely. 
Although far less studied than permanent riv-
ers, they could represent half of the world’s river 
network and, in response to climate change and 
increasing water demands, may come to domi-
nate the landscape in some regions.

For the study, the international team of re-

searchers looked at 212 dry riverbeds in the 
world. The results published in the journal Na-
ture Geoscience showed that aridity, surround-
ing vegetation, channel width and dry-phase 
duration explained most variability in the quan-
tity and decomposability of plant litter.

“Taking rivers and streams that only flow at 
certain times into account would improve es-
timates of the consequences of global climate 
change on carbon cycling -- given that the extent 
of these rivers and streams will increase, and pe-
riods of drying will become more prolonged in 
many regions,” Waltham said.

IANS

I
f your son or daughter is 
obese during childhood then 
he or she could be at an in-
creased risk of developing 
knee and hip osteoarthritis 

later, new research has found.
Osteoarthritis is a type of arthri-

tis that occurs when flexible tissue 
at the ends of bones wears down.

The results showed that child-
hood body mass index (BMI) sig-
nificantly increased the prevalence 
of osteoarthritis by 1.7 per cent per 
unit increase in BMI, specifically 
0.6 per cent in knee and 0.6 per cent 
in hip.

Conversely, high adult BMI sig-

nificantly increased the prevalence 
of osteoarthritis by 2.7 per cent per 
unit increase in BMI, and 1.3 per 
cent in knee, and 0.4 per cent in hip.

“Our results suggest the effect of 
adult BMI seems to be stronger on 
knees, whilst childhood BMI might 
impact both knee and hip osteoar-
thritis risk similarly,” said author 
Professor Prieto-Alhambra from 
University of Oxford in Britain.

The research, published in 
the journal Annals of Rheumatic 
Diseases, included data from two 
genome wide association studies 
(GWAS) which identified 15 and 97 
specific gene changes, known as 

SNPs -- single nucleotide polymor-
phism -- associated with childhood 
and adulthood BMI respectively.

The team then used a sepa-
rate GWAS of 3,37,000 unrelated 
individuals. They identified 13/15 
childhood obesity SNPs and 68/97 
adulthood obesity SNPs and then 
analysed the association between 
these SNPs and self-reported oste-
oarthritis, as well as hospital data 
for knee, hip and hand osteoarthri-
tis.

The study, also presented at 
Annual European Congress of 
Rheumatology (EULAR 2018) in 
Amsterdam, showed no associa-

tion between childhood and adult 
obesity with development of oste-
oarthritis in hand.

“Obesity in both childhood 
and adulthood is an important 
public health issue,” said Johannes 
W. Bijlsma, President of European 
League Against Rheumatism (EU-
LAR), a Switzerland-based non-
profit organisation.

“These data showing a causal 
relationship with osteoarthritis 
should add further impetus to tack-
le the issue of obesity and reduce 
related disability,” Bijlsma added.

IANS

Healthy foods filled with slow-release nutrients 
keep you satiated and impervious to hanger. Tetiana 
Bykovets on Unsplash, CC BY
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Open to discussions: Delhi officers 
after CM’s assurance on security

Won’t tolerate data misuse 
to influence polls — Prasad 

Muthalik’s ‘dog remark’ on 
Gauri murder case triggers row 

Facebook partners with NCW 
for digital literacy for women

‘Despite alert, Nirav Modi travelled on revoked passport to five countries’

Swaraj calls Italian PM; discusses steps to revitalise bilateral ties 
India has overcome Congress legacy, can no more 
use it as excuse — Niti Aayog vice chairman  

PTI

Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte shakes hands with External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj at the 
Palazzo Chigi, in Rome on Monday, June 18, 2018.

PTI

File image of AAP workers marching from Mandi House to Prime Minister’s residence in support of Delhi 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s dharna at LG’s office, in New Delhi.

PTI

 Union Minister for IT and Law and Justice Ravi Shankar Prasad during 
a press conference on the achievements of his ministry in last four 
years, in New Delhi on Monday, June 18, 2018.

Nirav Modi

New Delhi, June 18 (PTI): 
IAS officers of the Delhi 
government on Monday 
welcomed Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal’s assur-
ance that he would ensure 
their safety, saying they 
are open to formal discus-
sions with the chief minis-
ter on the matter

The officers said that 
they look forward to “con-
crete interventions” for 
their security and dignity, 
a move that may break the 
four-month-long impasse 
between the AAP dispen-
sation and the bureaucrats 
following an alleged as-
sault on Chief Secretary 
Anshu Prakash by some 
ruling party MLAs at the 
chief minister’s residence 
in February

The association of 
officers of the AGMUT 
(Arunachal Pradesh, Goa, 
Mizoram and Union terri-
tories) cadre said that they 
continue to be at work 
with “full dedication” and 
“vigour”. 

“We reiterate that we 
continue to be at work 
with full dedication & 
vigour.,” the association 
tweeted. 

“We look forward to 
concrete interventions for 
our security & dignity. We 

are open to formal discus-
sions with Hon’ble CM on 
this matter,” it said

Kejriwal had yesterday 
assured the bureaucrats 
that he will use all the pow-
ers and resources at his 
command to ensure their 
safety and security and 
called them part of his 
family

Sharing his statement 
on Twitter, Kejriwal had 

said, “I am told that IAS 
Officers Association has 
expressed concerns about 
their safety in a press con-
ference today. I wish to 
assure them that I will en-
sure their safety and se-
curity with all powers and 
resources available at my 
command. It is my duty.” 

Kejriwal, along with his 
colleagues, have stayed 
put at the lieutenant gov-

ernor’s office since Mon-
day, demanding that LG 
Anil Baijal should direct 
the IAS officers to end their 
“strike” Kejriwal had said 
that he and his colleagues 
will not leave the LG’s of-
fice until their demands 
were met. However, the 
IAS officers maintained 
that the bureaucrats were 
not on strike

Delhi Deputy Chief 

Minister Manish Sisodia, 
who has been on hun-
ger strike since June 13 at 
the LG’s office, was today 
taken to hospital after his 
health deteriorated, Kejri-
wal said. 

Later in the day, Siso-
dia tweeted, “Happy for 
discussions with our offic-
ers. Del govt committed to 
provide them safe n secure 
environment. However, 
LG is head of both ?serv-
ices? and ?security?. So, 
meeting shud take place in 
his presence so that assur-
ances related to those sub-
jects cud be given (sic).” 

“Thats precisely why 
we have been sitting at Raj 
Niwas for so many days 
requesting Hon’ble LG to 
call all stakeholders and 
end this impasse (sic),” he 
said in another tweet

Health Minister Saty-
endar Jain was late last 
night hospitalised after 
his condition deteriorated. 
He was taken to the LNJP 
Hospital where his condi-
tion is stable, doctors said

According to the AAP 
government, the IAS offic-
ers have been on “strike” 
and were boycotting meet-
ings with ministers since 
the alleged assault on the 
chief secretary.

New Delhi, June 18 (IANS): 
IT Minister Ravi Shankar 
Prasad on Monday warned 
social media companies 
against misusing users’ 
data to influence the out-
come of elections, saying 
this will not be tolerated.

Also, the government 
was awaiting the report 
of the Justice Srikrishna 
Committee on data protec-
tion and law, said Prasad, 
who is also Law and Justice 
Minister.

At a press conference 
on the achievements of his 
ministry since the Modi 
government took power, 
Prasad talked about other 
issues like the proposed 
triple talaq law, the ordi-
nance to extradite fugitives 

including Nirav Modi and 
Vijay Mallya, the appoint-
ment of future Chief Jus-
tice, judicial appointments 
and putting in place a pro-
cedure for appointment of 
judges.

Describing as “imagi-
nary” the appointment 
of Justice Ranjan Gogoi - 
the senior most top court 
judge after Chief Justice 
Deepak Misra - as the next 
Chief Justice, Prasad said 
that under the procedure 
the outgoing Chief Justice 
recommends the name of 
the senior most judge after 
him as his successor and 
government will decide 
when that stage comes.

However, he said, “our 
intentions can’t be sus-

Bengaluru, June 18 (PTI): Is Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi expected 
to respond each time a “dog dies 
in Karnataka”, Sri Ram Sene chief 
Pramod Muthalik asked in a refer-
ence to the murder of journalist 
Gauri Lankesh, drawing a furious 
reaction from the Congress today.

Muthalik made the comment 
during an interaction with the pub-
lic here yesterday. 

“Everyone is saying that Hin-
du groups conspired to kill Gauri 
Lankesh, but two murders in Ma-
harashtra and two in Karnataka 
took place during Congress’ rule,” 
he said, referring to the killings of 
rationalist Narendra Dabholkar, Left 
leader Govind Pansare, Kannada 
writer M M Kalburagi and Lankesh.

“No one questioned the Con-
gress government’s failure... instead 
these Left-leaning intellectuals ask 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to 
speak on Gauri Lankesh’s death,” 
he said.

“Do you expect Modi to respond 
every time a dog dies in Karnataka?” 
he asked.

The remark comparing the slain 
journalist to a dog was disgusting, 
said Congress spokesperson Man-
ish Tewari and asked if Modi was 
going to condone these remarks.

“Disgusting, nauseating, re-
volting... vigilante group Sri Ram 
Sene’s Head Pramod Muthalik com-

pares assassinated journalist Gauri 
Lankesh to a dog.” 

“Mr Prime Minister @naren-
dramodi you did not condemn 
Gauri Lankesh’s murder are you now 
going to condone this too,” Tiwari 
said on Twitter. 

Clarifying that he did not mean 
to compare Lankesh to a dog, Muth-
alik today said he only wanted to 
know if the prime minister should 
react to each and every death (in 
the state).

The Sri Ram Sene came under 
the police scanner after the Spe-
cial Investigation Team probing 
the Gauri Lankesh murder case 
recently summoned Rakesh Math, 
the Vijayapura district president 
of the fringe right-wing outfit, for 
questioning.

Distancing himself and his 
organisation from Parashuram 
Waghmare, the prime accused 
in the Lankesh murder, Muthalik 
said, “There is no connection 
between Sri Ram Sene and Wagh-
mare. He is not a member of the 
organisation.” 

Gauri Lankesh, a Left-leaning 
journalist and a strong Hindutva 
critic, was shot-dead from a close 
range by motorbike-borne assail-
ants in front of her house on Sep-
tember 5 last year.

Her murder had triggered na-
tionwide outrage.

Chandigarh, June 18 (IANS): Facebook 
on Monday announced its partnership 
with the National Commission for Women 
(NCW) to conduct a digital literacy pro-
gramme aimed at training women scholars 
in Panjab University.

“We are committed to equipping wom-
en to express themselves freely. That’s why 
we invested through our products, policies 
and community education programmes to 
create a safe space for women to commu-
nicate and share,” said Ankhi Das, Public 
Policy Director-India, South and Central 
Asia-Facebook.

Launched in collaboration with Cyber 
Peace Foundation, the programme will en-
able women scholars to learn using online 
resources, protect themselves and promote 
digital literacy to reap the benefits of the 
internet.

“We are delighted to see the digital lit-
eracy programme rolling out and unfolding 
immense opportunities for young women, 
giving them access to technology and 
freedom to express,” said Rekha Sharma, 
Chairperson (I/C), National Commission 
for Women.

The social media giant entered into 
a partnership with NCW last month and 
launched a digital literacy programme to 
train 60,000 women in universities across 
the country on the safe use of the internet, 
social media and email in a year.

The digital literacy programme will 
benefit women in universities across major 
cities in Haryana, Delhi-NCR, Manipur, 
Sikkim, Meghalaya, Maharashtra and Tamil 
Nadu, the company said.

New Delhi, June 18 (IANS): 
Nirav Modi, the prime accused 
in a INR 13,500 crore fraud 
at the Punjab National Bank 
(PNB), travelled multiple times 
to Britain, US, China, Cuba and 
France on a revoked Indian 
passport with additional book-
lets, despite his details shared 
on the “central database of In-
terpol internationally”, accord-
ing to inputs given by Britain to 
Indian agencies.

Informed sources said that 
Nirav Modi travelled five times 
between these countries on his 
revoked passport No Z1781888, 
which has additional six book-
lets carrying different series, 
between February 10 and 
March 31.

The Indian agencies said a 
June 5 letter, shared by Britain, 
revealed that the fugitive busi-
nessman travelled from US’ 
John F. Kennedy International 
Airport to Britain’s Heathrow 
Airport on February 10, from 
Frank Pais Airport in Cuba 
to Heathrow on February 15, 
from Heathrow to Hong Kong 
International Airport on March 
15, from there back to Hea-
throw on March 28 and from 
Heathrow to Charles de Gaulle 
Airport in France on March 31. 

“Information about Nirav 
Modi was updated on central 
database of Interpol interna-
tionally on February 15 when 

Rome, June 18 (PTI): In-
dia and Italy today agreed 
to boost cooperation in 
counter terrorism and cy-
ber security as External 
Affairs Minister Sushma 
Swaraj met the top Italian 
leadership and discussed 
steps to revitalise the bi-
lateral ties.

In her first engagement 
of the day, Swaraj called 
on Italian Prime Minister 
Prof. Giuseppe Conte and 
their discussions focused 
on forging bilateral co-
operation across sectors 
and steps to revitalise the 
bilateral relationship, said 
a statement issued by the 
Ministry of External Af-
fairs.

Both sides agreed to 
mutually identify new are-
as of cooperation to boost 
trade and investment link-
ages.

It was the first major 
political exchange be-
tween the two countries 
after Conte assumed 
charge as the Italian prime 
minister early this month.

Swaraj “conveyed fe-
licitations of the Govern-
ment of India to the newly 
elected Government of 
Italy and reiterated India’s 
desire to strengthen bilat-
eral relations with Italy,” 
the statement said.

Swaraj, who is here on 
the first leg of her seven-
day tour of four European 
countries, also met with 
her Italian counterpart 

Enzo Moavero Milanesi 
and the two leaders re-
viewed all aspects of the 
bilateral relationship.

The two leaders shared 
concerns relating to coun-
ter terrorism and cyber se-
curity and agreed to con-
tinue cooperation in this 
area, the statement said. 

“Recognising the need 
to sustain the momen-
tum generated by the visit 
of Former Italian Prime 
Minister Gentiloni to In-
dia in October 2017, the 
ministers emphasized the 

importance of promoting 
regular high level contacts 
and bilateral dialogue 
mechanisms,” it said.

Outlining the reforms 
undertaken by India to 
promote ease of doing 
business and liberalise 
Foreign Direct Investment, 
Swaraj highlighted the 
tremendous scope for en-
hancing bilateral trade 
and investment in sectors 
like infrastructure, food 
processing and renewable 
energy.

They also welcomed 

Italy’s participation as a 
partner country at the 
Tech Summit in India in 
November 2018 which 
would boost cooperation 
in technology and innova-
tion.

The two leaders also 
welcomed the growing 
India-Italy convergence 
on contemporary global 
issues and agreed to en-
hance bilateral coopera-
tion in multilateral forums. 

Swaraj also extended 
an invitation to Milanesi 
to visit India at a mutually 

Ne w  D e l h i , Ju n e  1 8 
(IANS): Even as the ruling 
BJP and its senior leaders 
have repeatedly attacked 
the Congress for leaving 
behind a legacy of “gov-
ernance failure”, “policy 
paralysis” and “economy 
in shambles”, the Central 
government can no more 
use this as an excuse and 
will have to take owner-
ship of not only its ac-
complishments but also 
its failures from now on, 
NITI Aayog Vice Chairman 
Rajiv Kumar said.

He said while it was 
necessary to look at the last 
four years of the Narendra 
Modi government in the 
context of the legacy it 
inherited from the UPA re-
gime in 2014, the economy 
has now overcome those 
issues and henceforth, the 
government should be 
judged on its own merit.

“Now the economy 
has come out of those in-
heritance issues. No more 
should they be used as an 
excuse for anything. What-
ever happens now is the 
government’s own (doing) 
completely,” Kumar told 
IANS in an interview.

“After all the govern-
ment has done so much 
despite all of it (lega-
cy issues). It took huge 
structural reforms like 
demonetisation, GST, In-
solvency and Bankruptcy 
Code, Benami Act, RERA 
and recapitalisation of 
banks to overcome those 

legacy issues. I think we 
have finally overcome 
those and henceforth, the 
government should be 
judged on its own merit,” 
he added.

Kumar’s remarks hold 
significance since the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) and its senior lead-
ers, including Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and 
Union Minister Arun Jait-
ley have repeatedly ripped 
into the Congress for leav-
ing behind an “economy 
in a shambles” which 
the government was still 
bringing on track.

Be it the crisis relating 
to non-performing assets, 
the Nirav Modi-linked 
PNB scam, the sorry state 
of the banking sector, the 
slow GDP growth rate, the 
fiscal deficit situation and 
even the rising oil pric-
es, the BJP leaders have 
used every opportunity to 
blame it all on the legacy 
it inherited from the erst-
while UPA government.

when the BJP took 
over in 2014, the inflation 
had crossed the 9 per cent 
mark and growth rate had 
slumped to below six per 
cent.

The fiscal deficit for 
2017-18 was 3.5 per cent 
and the government has 
set the target of bringing it 
down to 3.3 per cent in the 
current fiscal.

The noted economist 
added the economy was 
much more balanced than 

it was before and had been 
pulled out of a crisis -- a 
“crisis of complete private 
sector investment having 
been stopped because of 
the NPAs and the twin-
balance sheet” problem.

“Not only has this gov-
ernment maintained the 
macro-economic balance 
and brought back growth 
on its track but along with 
it, it has made the econo-
my far more cleaner and 
much more formalised, 
while also doing a lot to 
improve inclusion,” he 
said.

Asked if there are any 
areas where the govern-
ment could have per-
formed better, Kumar 
responded: “One clear 
role which the govern-
ment has recognised is 
farmer’s income. I think 
this focus has now been 
brought into the budget. 
The agriculture sector 
remains a backward sec-
tor and it requires a lot of 
reforms.”

“These are chronic is-
sues. They take time to be 
figured out. But the credit 
should be given to the gov-
ernment that they have 
recognised these prob-
lems and is not trying to 
hide them or brush them 
under the carpet. Also they 
are trying new approaches 
to improve the perform-
ance like ranking states on 
education quality, water 
conservation, health,” Ku-
mar said.

convenient time.
The year 2018 also 

marks the 70th year of es-
tablishment of diplomatic 
relations between the two 
countries. The two leaders 
welcomed the celebra-
tions in both countries to 
mark 70 years of diplo-
matic relations and agreed 
to work together to build a 
robust and wide-ranging 
partnership covering po-
litical consultations, trade 
and commerce, science 
& technology, culture and 
people to people ties, it 
added.

Swaraj arrived here 
yesterday on the first leg of 
her seven-day tour of Italy, 
France, Luxembourg and 
Belgium, which is aimed at 
deepening India’s strategic 
engagement and trade ties 
with the four European 
countries.

The visit from June 17-
23 will provide an oppor-
tunity to hold in-depth 
discussions with the po-
litical leadership on a wide 
range of global, regional 
and bilateral issues and 
advance India’s growing 
strategic engagement with 
the European Union, the 
Ministry of External Affairs 
has said.

Later today, Swaraj left 
for France for the second 
leg of her four-nation visit.

In Paris, Swaraj will 
meet her counterpart 
Jean-Yves Le Drian and 
the two sides will review 
the bilateral relations.

we issued a diffusion notice against 
him and shared it with 192 Interpol 
member countries.

 His passport details was also 
updated just after it was revoked 
by MEA (Ministry of External Af-
fairs),” Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) spokesperson Abhishek 
Dayal told IANS. 

Interpol offices in Britain, US, 
France, United Arab Emirates, 
Belgium and Singapore were in-
formed about revocation of Nirav 
Modi’s passport but these Interpol 
member countries didn’t inform 
India about his movements, said 
sources, adding they were shared 
the information about the fugitive 
more than four times since the dif-
fusion notice was issued. 

Only Britain responded to In-
dia’s diffusion notice issued to it on 
April 25, May 22, May 24 and May 

28, but the response came in 
June, said the sources. 

“UK Interpol should have 
iSources said “the details re-
ceived from Britain authorities 
in response to the diffusion 
notice have been shared with 
other sister agencies in foreign 
countries”. Further investigation 
and action in this regard is in 
progress, they said.

The CBI on June 11 also ap-
proached Interpol to issue Red 
Corner Notices (RCN) against 
Nirav Modi and his uncle Mehul 
Choksi, promoter of Gitanjali 
Group, also wanted in the PNB 
fraud. 

The RCNs were issued to 
help track Nirav Modi and Chok-
si and return them to India 
through official channels to face 
trial  in the bank scam case in 
which the CBI recently filed two 
chargesheets. 

In its chargesheets filed last 
month, the CBI alleged that 
Nirav Modi, through his compa-
nies, siphoned off funds to the 
tune of INR 6,498.20 crore using 
fraudulent LoUs issued from 
PNB’s Brady House branch in 
Mumbai. Choksi swindled INR 
7,080.86 crore, making it pos-
sibly the biggest banking scam 
in the country, it alleged.

An additional loan default of 
over INR 5,000 crore by Choksi’s 
companies is also being probed 
by the CBI.

pected”. 
Prasad said the gov-

ernment wanted that the 
norms for the screening 
of the candidates (for ap-
pointment as judges) must 
be laid down in the memo-
randum of procedure.

He urged Congress 
leader Sonia Gandhi, West 
Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee and BSP 
supremo Mayawati to rise 
above political divide on 
the proposed triple talaq 
law which he said was for 
promoting gender justice, 
dignity and equality.

He pointed out that 
if 22 Islamic countries 
including Pakistan and 
Bangladesh can regulate 
triple talaq, then why can’t 
a secular nation like India.

On the extradition of 
Nirav Modi, Vijaya Mallya 
and Lalit Modi, the Minis-
ter said: “We will not spare 
anyone, irrespective of 
their stature,” Mallya was a 
member of the Rajya Sabha 
when he did the vanishing 
act. On the filling up of over 
5,000 vacancies in the sub-
ordinate judiciary, Prasad 
said the appointment of 
judicial officials was vested 
in the High Court of each 
State. 

The government had 
no intention of encroach-
ing upon their autonomy.
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US first ladies criticise Trump’s 
controversial child separation policy 

Afghan peace marchers arrive in 
Kabul as Taliban end ceasefire

Merkel gets ultimatum from hardline ally over migrants 

S Korea conducts war games 
to defend against Japan 

Three dead, dozens injured by quake in Osaka in western Japan

Over 50 pro-regime fighters killed in east Syria strike

Oli asked to raise Lipu-Lekh issue 
during China visit — Report 

WHO classifies ‘gaming disorder’ as mental health condition

Washington, June 18 
(PTI): President Donald 
Trump’s policy of separat-
ing immigrant parents and 
their children on the US 
border has evoked sharp 
criticism from his own 
wife, as well as a former 
first lady, who described 
the move to warehouse 
children in detention cen-
tres as “cruel” and “im-
moral.” 

President Trump’s “ze-
ro-tolerance” immigration 
policy, nearly 2,000 chil-
dren have been separated 
from their parents and 
guardians and placed into 
holding facilities between 
April 19 and May 31 of 
this year, according to the 
Department of Homeland 
Security.

The public outcry in 
the wake of images and 
stories of the children 
caught in the middle of 
Trump’s controversial 
immigration policy has 
sparked fierce debate in 
the US.

In a rare statement on 
a policy issue, Melania 
Trump weighed in through 
her spokeswoman on the 
immigration crisis, saying 

AP/PTI

Angela Merkel (File Photo0

AP/PTI

People wait for train service to resume following an earthquake in Osaka, Monday, June 18, 2018. 

Melania Trump and Laura Bush

she “hates to see children 
separated from their fami-
lies”.

“Mrs. Trump hates to 
see children separated 
from their families and 
hopes both sides of the 
aisle can finally come to-
gether to achieve success-
ful immigration reform,” 
she quoted the 48-year-old 
Melania, herself an im-
migrant, who was born in 
Slovenia, as saying. 

Meanwhile,  Laura 
Bush, wife of the former 
Republican President 
George W Bush, launched 
a rare attack on the policy 

of the current US Presi-
dent.

“This zero-tolerance 
policy is cruel. It is im-
moral. And it breaks my 
heart,” the 71-year-old 
former first lady wrote in 
an opinion piece in the 
Washington Post.

“I live in a border state. 
I appreciate the need to 
enforce and protect our 
international boundaries, 
but this zero-tolerance 
policy is cruel. It is im-
moral. And it breaks my 
heart,” she wrote.

The Trump adminis-
tration policy now charges 

every adult caught cross-
ing the border illegally 
with federal crimes, as 
opposed to referring those 
with children mainly to 
immigration courts, as 
previous administrations 
did. 

The policy to refer all 
adults for charges was 
publicly announced May 
7, but the Justice Depart-
ment announced it would 
prosecute 100 per cent of 
the cases referred to it at 
the beginning of April, it 
said.

Laura Bush, who as 
first lady championed a 

formal platform of child-
hood education and liter-
acy programmes, blasted 
the current immigration 
situation unfolding in the 
headlines and on televi-
sion news channels as not 
representative of the val-
ues of the United States.

She also called for 
“good people at all levels 
of government who can do 
better to fix this.” 

President Trump has 
repeatedly blamed the 
Democrats for the situa-
tion despite his admin-
istration instituting the 
policy change. 

Kabul, June 18 (PTI/AFP): 
Dozens of peace protest-
ers arrived in Kabul today 
after walking hundreds 
of kilometres across war-
battered Afghanistan, as 
the Taliban ended an un-
precedented ceasefire 
and resumed attacks in 
parts of the country.

Exhausted after their 
700-kilometre (430-mile) 
trek, most of it during the 
Islamic fasting month of 
Ramadan, the march-
ers walked double file 
through the Afghan capi-
tal shouting “We want 
peace!” and “Stop fight-
ing!” “We want our people 
to stay united for peace 
and get rid of this misery 
for the next generation,” 
Mohammad Naikzad, one 
of the marchers, told Tolo 
News.

“I am calling on both 
sides -- the government 
and the Taliban -- for 
God’s sake... find a way 
for peace and reconcilia-
tion.” The Taliban refused 
to extend their three-day 
ceasefire beyond Sunday 
night despite pressure 
from ordinary Afghans, 
the government and the 
international community.

Taliban fighters at-

tacked security forces 
in numerous districts of 
eastern and southern Af-
ghanistan, officials told 
AFP, but there were no 
details on casualties.

De f e n c e  m i n i s t r y 
spokesman Mohammad 
Radmanesh told AFP 
there had been “very few” 
reports of fighting since 
the government on Sat-
urday extended its own 
ceasefire with the Taliban 
for another 10 days.

“We hope the Taliban 
accept the Afghan na-
tion’s call for peace,” Rad-
manesh added.

The peace march, be-
lieved to be the first of 
its kind in Afghanistan, 
emerged from a sit-in pro-
test and hunger strike in 
Lashkar Gah, the capital 
of the southern province 
of Helmand which is a 
Taliban stronghold.

That demonstration, 
which began spontane-
ously after a car bomb at-
tack in the city on March 
23,  tr iggered similar 
movements by war-weary 
Afghans nationwide.

But when the Taliban 
and security forces failed 
to heed their demands 
to stop fighting, some 

protesters decided to take 
their message directly to 
the country’s top leaders.

Initially ridiculed for 
their plan to walk to Ka-
bul, the marchers now en-
joy strong public support.

They are calling for an 
extended ceasefire, peace 
talks and a timetable for 
the withdrawal of foreign 
troops from Afghanistan 
-- which is also a key de-
mand of the Taliban.

T h e  Ta l i b a n  a n -
nounced Sunday they 
would not extend their 
ceasefire with Afghan po-
lice and troops despite 
describing the truce as 
“successful” and a dem-
onstration that the mili-
tants were united.

“The mujahedeen 
across the country are 
ordered to continue their 
operations against the 
foreign invaders and 
their domestic stooges 
as usual,” the group said 
in a statement. The first 
formal nationwide cease-
fire since the 2001 US-
led invasion had sparked 
extraordinary scenes of 
Taliban fighters, security 
forces and civilians hap-
pily celebrating the Eid 
al-Fitr holiday together.

Munich, June 18 (PTI/
AFP): Hardliners in Chan-
cellor Angela Merkel’s 
conservative bloc today 
gave her a two-week ul-
timatum to tighten asy-
lum rules or risk pitching 
Germany into a political 
crisis that would also rat-
tle Europe.

Interior Minister Horst 
Seehofer’s CSU party at 
a meeting unanimously 
backed his call to give 
Merkel a fortnight to find 
a European deal on the 
burning issue by a June 
28-29 EU summit, failing 
which he would order 
border police to turn back 
migrants.

Three years after her 
decision to open Ger-
many’s borders to mi-
grants fleeing war in Syr-
ia and Iraq and misery 
elsewhere, Merkel is still 
struggling to find a sus-
tainable response to com-
plaints from the CSU, her 
Bavarian allies, over her 
refugee policy.

Merkel’s woes come 
as European Union coun-
tries are once again at 
loggerheads over immi-
gration, triggered by Italy’s 
refusal this month to al-
low a rescue ship carrying 

Tokyo, June 18 (PTI/
AP): A strong earthquake 
knocked over walls and 
set off scattered fires 
around metropolitan Os-
aka in western Japan to-
day, killing at least three 
people and injuring doz-
ens.

The Osaka prefectur-
al government’s disaster 
management depart-

ment said two people 
were found dead, while 
the Ibaraki city official 
confirmed a third vic-
tim. 

The Fire and Disas-
ter Management Agency 
said more than 40 were 
injured in Osaka and 
nearby prefectures of 
Hyogo and Kyoto.

One vict im was  a 

9-year-old girl who was 
knocked down by a con-
crete wall at her elemen-
tary school as she walked 
by. 

A man in his 80s died 
in the collapse of a con-
crete wall in Osaka city. 
An 84-year-old man in 
nearby Ibaraki died after 
a bookshelf fell on top of 
him at home, according 

Beirut, June 18 (PTI/AFP): An 
air strike has killed more than 50 
pro-regime fighters in eastern 
Syria, most of them foreigners, 
with the US-led coalition denying 
accusations from Damascus that 
it was behind the attack.

The strike just before mid-
night hit Al-Hari, a town control-
led by regional militias fighting 
in the complex seven-year war 
on behalf of President Bashar 
al-Assad.

The Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights, a Britain-based 
monitor of the conflict, said 52 
pro-regime forces were killed in 
one of the deadliest air attacks in 
recent months.

“Among them are at least 
30 Iraqi fighters and 16 Syrians, 
including soldiers and members 
of loyalist militias,” the Observa-
tory chief, Rami Abdel Rahman, 
told AFP.

The nationalities of the re-
maining six fighters were not im-
mediately known, he said. There 
are Iraqi, Iranian, Lebanese and 
even Afghan fighters stationed in 
the area.

According to Abdel Rahman, 
some wounded fighters were 
treated in the nearby town of 
Albu Kamal, while others trav-
elled across the border to Iraq.

A military source in Deir Ez-
zor told AFP the warplanes hit 
“joint Iraqi-Syrian positions in 
Al-Hari”.

The attack was first reported 
by Syrian state media overnight, 
which cited a military source 
and accused the US-led coalition 
fighting the Islamic State group of 
carrying it out. It said several peo-
ple were killed and wounded but 
did not give a specific number or 
their nationalities.

The coalition’s press office 
said it had heard reports that a 
strike in the area had killed and 
wounded members of a pro-
regime Iraqi militia, but denied it 
was responsible.

“There have been no strikes 
by US or coalition forces in that 
area,” it told AFP by e-mail.

IS overran large swathes of 
Syria and neighbouring Iraq 
in 2014, declaring an Islamic 
“caliphate” in areas under its 

control.
Separate offensives have 

since whittled down the jihadists’ 
territory in Syria to just a handful 
of pockets in the eastern desert, 
including in the Deir Ezzor prov-
ince where Al-Hari lies.

A US-backed alliance of Kurd-
ish and Arab fighters and Russia-
supported regime forces are 
carrying out separate operations 
against those IS-held pockets.

The two forces have mostly 
avoided crashing into each other 
thanks to a de-confliction line 
that runs across the province 
along the winding Euphrates 
River. 

Syrian troops are battling IS 
on the western river bank, while 
the US-backed Syrian Demo-
cratic Forces fight on the east.

Iraqi warplanes also have oc-
casionally bombed IS positions 
in Syria’s east.

The buffer has largely been 
successful in keeping the two 
offensives apart, but there have 
been exceptions.

Last month a dozen pro-re-
gime fighters were killed in an 

air strike on Syrian government 
positions that the Observatory 
and state media blamed on the 
coalition.

The Pentagon denied respon-
sibility.

In February, US-led coali-
tion air strikes killed at least 100 
pro-regime fighters in Deir Ezzor 
province, including Russians.

“The strike on Al-Hari pro-
duced the highest death toll for 
regime forces since the February 
incident,” Observatory head Ab-
del Rahman told AFP.

More than 350,000 people 
have been killed since Syria’s 
conflict erupted in 2011 with pro-
tests against Assad’s rule. Those 
demonstrations spiralled into a 
full-blown war that has drawn in 
world powers and seen the rise of 
jihadist forces like IS.

The strike on Al-Hari came 
a day after the US-backed SDF 
announced it had ousted IS from 
Dashisha, a village to the north in 
Syria’s Hasakeh province.

The village had been one of 
the last IS-controlled areas on a 
corridor linking Syria with Iraq.

630 migrants to dock.
Malta also turned the 

vessel away, sparking a 
major EU row until Spain 
agreed to take in the new 
arrivals. Seehofer has 
been one of the fiercest 
critics of Merkel’s liberal 
stance, under which over 
one million asylum seek-
ers have been admitted 
into the country since 
2015.

He wants to turn away 
at the border new arriv-
als who have previously 
been registered in another 
EU country -- often their 

first port of call, Italy or 
Greece. But Merkel says 
that would leave coun-
tries at the EU’s southern 
periphery alone to deal 
with the migrant influx. 
Instead, she wants to find 
a common European so-
lution at the EU summit 
in Brussels.

Popular misgivings 
over the migrant influx 
have given populist and 
anti-immigration forces 
a boost across several Eu-
ropean nations, including 
Italy and Austria where 
far-right parties are now 

sharing power.
In Germany, voters 

in September’s election 
handed Merkel her poor-
est score ever, giving seats 
for the first time to the far-
right anti-Islam AfD.

Seehofer had struck a 
more conciliatory tone, 
telling Bild yesterday: “It 
is not in the CSU’s interest 
to topple the chancellor, 
to dissolve the CDU-CSU 
union or to break up the 
coalition. Merkel now 
faces the challenge of per-
suading EU governments 
to sign up to a common 
plan on the migrants.

Merkel’s talks later to-
day with Italian Prime 
Minister Giuseppe Conte 
in Germany could prove 
crucial if she is to have 
any chance of forging an 
agreement in Brussels. 

Today, she will also 
meet French President 
Emmanuel Macron in 
Germany.

B u t  t h e  c h a n c e l -
lor may have no choice, 
as Seehofer could still 
launch the nuclear option 
of shutting Germany’s 
borders in defiance of 
her  act of rebellion which 
would force her to sack 
him.

Seoul, June 18 (PTI/AFP): 
South Korea today will be-
gin two days of war games 
to practice defending the 
disputed Dokdo islands off 
its east coast -- against an 
unlikely attack by Japan.

Seoul has controlled 
the islets in the Sea of 
Japan (East Sea) since the 
end of Japanese colonial 
rule on the Korean pe-
ninsula.

Tokyo also claims the 
islands, known as Take-
shima in Japan, accusing 
Seoul of occupying them 
illegally.

The drills come just 
days after US President 
D o n a l d  Tr u m p  a n -
nounced the suspension 
of long-running joint ex-

ercises with South Ko-
rea -- aimed at defending 
against North Korean ag-
gression -- calling them 
“expensive” and “provoc-
ative”.

While an attack from 
Japan is deemed unlikely, 
South Korea first staged 
the drills in 1986 and has 
conducted them twice a 
year since 2003.

“The Dokdo defence 
drill is a routine training 
conducted to prevent an 
invasion from external 
forces,” Choi Hyun-soo, a 
spokeswoman at Seoul’s 
defence ministry, said.

The two-day training 
-- tiny compared with 
the suspended US-South 
Korea war games -- will 

involve six warships and 
seven aircraft while a unit 
of marines will land on 
the largely bare rocky is-
lets, inhabited by around 
40 people -- mostly police 
officers.

South Korea and Japan 
are both market econo-
mies, democracies and 
US allies, and both are 
threatened by nuclear-
armed North Korea, but 
their relationship is heav-
ily strained by historical 
and territorial issues.

The two neighbours 
are also mired in a long-
running feud over Japan’s 
wartime sexual slavery of 
Korean women despite 
an agreement to settle the 
issue in 2015.

Kathmandu, June 18 (PTI): Ahead of 
his China visit, Nepal Prime Minister K 
P Sharma Oli has held discussions with 
former premiers, one of whom urged 
him to take up the issue of the disputed 
Nepal-India-China tri-junction Lipu-
Lekh with Beijing, according to a media 
report. 

Oli, who begins his five-day visit 
to China begins tomorrow -- his first 
since re-election, on Saturday consulted 
former prime ministers Sher Bahadur 
Deuba, Pushpa Kamal Dahal, Madhav 
Kumar Nepal, Jhala Nath Khanal and 
Baburam Bhattarai.

“Bhattarai urged Oli to raise the is-
sues of Lipu-Lekh - the disputed Nepal-
India-China tri-junction -- that the two 
neighbours agreed to develop as a transit 
point, opening more border points with 
China, settling border disputes by swap-

ping land, seeking financial aid under 
the frameworks of the Belt and Road Ini-
tiative and the Asian Infrastructure and 
Investment Bank, and getting a grant 
for building a railway from border town 
Kerung to Kathmandu,” the report said.

Lipu-Lekh, is the last point of Ne-
pal’s border with China and India and 
known as an ancient route for traders 
and pilgrims transiting between Nepal 
and Tibet. 

They have advised him to attract Chi-
nese investments into Nepal, the report 
said, adding Oli has assured them that 
he would make efforts for taking Nepal-
China ties to a new high.

The visit will further strengthen 
bilateral ties and promote cooperation 
between Nepal and China, a member of 
Communist Party of Nepal (NCP) Stand-
ing Committee had said earlier.

Geneva, June 18 (IANS): 
The World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) has now 
included “gaming disor-
der” as a mental health 
condition in its Interna-
tional Classification of 
Diseases (ICD).

The ICD, a diagnostic 
manual published by the 
WHO, was last updated in 
1990 and its new edition, 
ICD-11, has included 
gaming disorder as a seri-
ous health condition that 
needs to be monitored. 

“Gaming disorder has 
been added to the section 
on addictive disorders,” 
the WHO said in a state-

ment.
This classification 

means health profession-
als and systems will be 
more “alerted to the ex-
istence of this condition” 
while boosting the pos-
sibility that “people who 
suffer from these condi-
tions can get appropriate 
help”, Vladimir Poznyak, 
a member of the WHO’s 
Department of Mental 
Health and Substance 
Abuse, was quoted as tell-
ing the CNN. 

“Millions of gamers 
around the world, even 
when it comes to the 
intense gaming, would 

never qualify as people 
suffering from gaming 
disorder,” he said, adding 
that the overall preva-
lence of this condition is 
“very low”.

“And let me empha-
sise that this is a clinical 
condition, and clinical 
diagnosis can be made 
only by health profes-
sionals which are prop-
erly trained to do that,” 
he noted.

The new ICD-11 is 
also able to better capture 
data regarding safety in 
healthcare, which means 
that unnecessary events 
that may harm health -- 

such as unsafe workflows 
in hospitals -- can be 
identified and reduced, 
the statement said.

It also includes new 
chapters, one on tradi-
tional medicine: although 
millions of people use tra-
ditional medicine world-
wide, it has never been 
classified in this system. 

Another new chapter 
on sexual health brings 
together conditions that 
were previously catego-
rised in other ways (e.g. 
gender incongruence 
was listed under mental 
health conditions) or de-
scribed differently. 

ICD-11 will be pre-
s e n t e d  a t  t h e  Wo r l d 
Health Assembly in May 
2019 for adoption by 
member states, and will 
come into effect on Janu-
ary 1, 2022. 

The ICD is the foun-
dation for identifying 
health trends and sta-
tistics worldwide, and 
contains around 55,000 
unique codes for injuries, 
diseases and causes of 
death. 

It provides a common 
language that allows 
health professionals to 
share health information 
across the globe.

to city officials.
The magnitude 6.1 

earthquake struck shortly 
after 8 a.m. north of Os-
aka at a depth of about 
13 kilometers (8 miles), 
the Japan Meteorological 
Agency said. 

The strongest shak-
ing was north of Osaka, 
but the quake rattled 
large parts of western 
Japan, including Kyoto, 
the agency said.

The quake knocked 
over walls, broke win-
dows and set off scattered 
building fires. 

I t  t o p p l e d  b o o k 
shelves in homes and 
scattered goods on shop 
floors. It also cracked 
roads and broke water 
pipes, leaving homes 
without water.

The morning com-
mute was disrupted, 
as dozens of domestic 
flights in and out of Osa-
ka were grounded, while 
train and subway service 
in the Osaka area includ-
ing the bullet train were 
suspended to check for 
damage. 

Passengers were seen 
exiting trains on the 
tracks between stations.



A
ctor Huma Qureshi 
believes the #MeToo 
campaign worked in 
Hollywood because 
a lot of senior female 

actors came forward with their 
stories of sexual harassment, 
something which has not hap-
pened in the Hindi film industry.

The campaign, which sparked 
off a movement in Hollywood 
late last year, top actors like 
Gwyneth Paltrow, Salma Hayek, 
Angelina Jolie, along with people 
from other walks of life shared 
their stories of sexual abuse.

In contrast, only a handful 
of Bollywood stars have spoken 
about sexual harassment preva-
lent in the industry and that too 
without taking any names.

Asked if it was disheartening 
that the movement never arrived 
in Bollywood, Qureshi told 
PTI, “It’s not going to hap-
pen (in Bollywood) 
and the reason is, it 

worked in Hollywood because 
a lot of senior and respected 
actresses spoke about it.

“That’s what really gives 
the #MeToo movement a lot of 
momentum. I really hope and 
pray it happens in India. But I 
feel we should not wait for this 
campaign to happen just in the 
film industry, it should happen in 
all walks of life.” 

Qureshi says women are 
tight-lipped about abuse or 
assault because of a lack of safe 
environment.

She believes a number of 
factors are responsible in mak-
ing the environment secure for 
women - be it their portrayal on 
screen or empowering them.

“It’s a two-way thing. First, we 
should look at the representation 
of women in films. How we are 

looking at them. Then, 
of course, better 

role models for 
young girls 

who would 
empower 
them 
rather than 
degrade. 

There’s a 
360 degree 
effort. It starts 
at home. The 
girls have to be 
equal to boys.

PTI
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Angelina Jolie  This handout picture released by the UNHCR, shows Special Envoy Angelina Jolie meeting 
Falak, 8, during a visit to West Mosul, on June 16 2018. - Anderw McConnell, AFP

When Nick Cannon’s son tricked him, bought a dog

Kangana Ranaut becomes face 
of Vogue Wedding Show 2018

I still can’t take acting 
seriously, says Johnny Depp

Jolie ‘deeply upset’ over shoe-string 
donations for Syrian refugees

Anupam Kher helps 
people fight depression

Birthday 
Greetings

#MeToo campaign futile in B’wood 
if seniors don’t speak up — Huma

American TV show host Nick Cannon’s 7-year-old son, Moroccan, tricked his father 
and bought a dog online. It happened when singer Mariah Carey was making an 
appearance on “Jimmy Kimmel Live”,and Cannon was watching their son at home. 
“He’s a mini conniving mastermind,” Cannon told etonline.com. “He came up to 
me so innocently and he was like, ‘Dad, I forgot it, I had it, but I really need your cell 
phone number’. I was like, ‘Why? I’m right here,’ and he’s like, ‘Oh, no, I just want to 
call you from my iPad’. So I give him my cell phone number and go back to doing 
what I was doing,” said Cannon. “Then, not even 15 minutes later, my phone rings 
and they’re like, ‘Yes, so your new Golden Retriever is ready’,” he added. Cannon said 
his young son is a technological genius. “He breaks all my codes, my passwords! He 
knows my PayPal, my Amazon, and he changes it to all his own stuff,” he said. (IANS)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

11 am, 5 pm: Race 3 (Hindi)3D
2 pm, 8 pm: Race 3 (Hindi) 2D

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

A
ctress Kangana Ranaut 
has been roped in as 
the face of the forth-
coming sixth edition 
of The Vogue Wedding 

Show (VWS).
“It’s totally incredible to be the 

face of the sixth edition of 
the Vogue Wedding Show. I 
had a great time shoot-
ing with all the gorgeous 
outfits and jewellery and 
if the roster of the main 

event is anything to go by, 
this is a definite must-visit 

for everybody with a wedding on 
their mind,” Kangana said in a 
statement to IANS.

Held in partnership with Taj 
Hotels Palaces Resorts Safaris, 
the sixth edition of the specially 
curated event is poised to be 
bigger this season. The three-day 

wedding exhibition will start 
from August 3 at the Taj Palace 
hotel here.

Ace designers like Anita Don-
gre, Manish Malhotra, Sabyasachi 
Mukherjee, Tarun Tahiliani, 
Gaurav Gupta and Rahul Mishra 
will be available for personal 
consultations.

The ‘By Invitation Only’ 
luxury fair will also offers invitees 
the opportunity to meet with 
wedding specialists, renowned 
jewellers and other category lead-
ers. These include a workshop 
on styling, where celebrity style 
mentor Anaita Shroff Adajania 
will share contemporary style 
tips and advice for brides and 
grooms.

Make-up specialist Namrata 
Soni will break down facts and 
myths, and will instruct attend-

ees on how to wear make-up 
that’s ideal for all kinds of bridal 
looks. And wellness professional 
Sumaya Dalmia will tell brides-
to-be how to look and feel their 
best through fitness and healthy 
living.

On the fest this year, Priya 
Tanna, Editor-in-Chief, Vogue 
India, said: “For the sixth edition 
of our three-day long wedding 
showcase, we have again brought 
together a select gathering of ex-
perts, brands and services to cre-
ate the wedding of your dreams.”

Also, a dedicated space will 
house a ‘Sari Pavilion’ compris-
ing saris from different regions 
of the country such as Naina 
Jain, Palam Silks, Ratanshi Kheraj 
Sarees, Latha Puttanna, and Vani 
Anand.

IANS

H
ollywood star 
Johnny Depp has 
revealed he suffers 
from “depression” 
for a short period of 

time after filming every project.
The Pirates of the Caribbean 

actor said he does not take acting 
“seriously” but he enjoys being in 
character because as a “shy per-
son” he feels more comfortable to 
hide behind a different identity.

“The concept of being a 
‘serious actor’ is the biggest 
oxymoron... I still can’t take acting 
seriously, but a bit of method is a 
useful thing. I’ll never be the guy 
who plays Henry VIII and grabs a 
giant turkey leg while ignoring the 
packet of Doritos on the table, but 
I do jump in and out of character.

“At the end of a production, 
there is always a period of depres-
sion, because I’m a shy person 
in life and in character I can be 
anything,” Depp told The Times.

The 55-year-old actor, who is 
currently touring with his band, 
The Hollywood Vampires, which 
also features Alice Cooper and Joe 
Perry, said success in films is still 
a ‘’mystery’’ to him as he always 
wanted to be a musician.

‘’I never left music. I never 
stopped playing. But I gained a 
certain amount of success in an-
other field, which is still a mystery 
to me. When I first went to Los 
Angeles with my band we drove 
across country in a rented van, 
breaking down along the way, 
searching for the almighty record 
deal. It was my life.

‘’Then the acting thing started 
to happen, the band broke up, 
and I got a job (on 21 Jump 
Street) where they were 
going to pay me $1,200 a 
week. The first thing I 
did was call my mom 
and say, ‘Hey, you can 
quit your job,’” he said.

Depp added that his 
movie career makes 
it difficult for him to 
have a normal life.

“I don’t want 
to be one of 
those whiny, 
complain-
ing actors... 
S**t, I don’t 
even know 
if I am an 
actor, I never 
made that 
decision 
... But the 
acting life 
makes the 
normal life 
harder.’’

PTI

H
ollywood star Angelina 
Jolie called on Sunday for 
a larger focus on conflict 
prevention rather than 
responding to its repercus-

sions, during a visit to Iraq with the UN 
refugee agency.

“I hope that we can find the strength 
to find a better way forward together: so 
that we move into a new era of prevent-
ing conflict and reducing instability, 
rather than simply struggling to deal 
with its consequences,” Jolie told a news 
conference at the Domiz refugee camp 
in Iraq’s autonomous Kurdistan region.

It was Jolie’s third visit to the camp 
as UNHCR special envoy, after previous 
visits in 2012 and 2016.

The Domiz camp opened in 2011 
and is home to 40,000 Syrian refugees 
who fled the seven-year civil war across 
the border.

“When UNHCR’s Syria response was 
only 50% funded last year, and this year 
it is only 17% funded, there are terrible 
human consequences,” Jolie said.

“We should be under no illusion 
about this,” she added.

Late last month, the UN made an “ur-
gent and critical” appeal for donations to 
its main budget for Syrian refugees after 
contributions pledged in April failed to 

trickle in.
“When there is not even the bare 

minimum of aid, refugee families cannot 
receive adequate medical treatment, 
women and girls are left vulnerable to 
sexual violence, many children cannot go 
to school, and we squander the oppor-
tunity of being able to invest in refugees 
so that they can acquire new skills and 
support their families,” she said.

Her visit coincided with the third 
day of Eid al-Fitr celebrations marking 
the end of the Muslim holy month of 
Ramadan.

On Saturday, Jolie visited western 
Mosul, held by Islamic State jihadists for 
nearly three years until they were pushed 
out by Iraqi forces last summer.

During her visit, she walked through 
Mosul’s destroyed Old City, met with 
displaced families and spoke about 
reconstruction.

“This is the worst devastation I have 
seen in all my years with UNHCR,” Jolie 
said. “It is deeply upsetting that people 
who have endured unparallelled brutal-
ity have so little as they try, somehow, to 
rebuild the lives they once had.”

The visit marked Jolie’s 61st mission 
-- and fifth to Iraq -- with the UN refugee 
agency since 2001.

PTI

A
ctor Anupam 
Kher says 
depression is 
still considered 
to be a taboo, 

and he hopes to bring a 
change by doing his bit.

The actor has released 
a video on YouTube 
encouraging people to 
overcome depression 
and not shy away from 
coming out in the open 
about the issue. 

“A day before my 
father passed away, he 
gave me the message of 
living life to the fullest 
and that’s what I hope 
to encourage people to 
do with this video,” he 
added. 

The actor will soon be 
honoured with the Out-
standing Achievement 

in Indian Cinema Award 
at the 19th edition of the 
International Indian Film 
Academy (IIFA) Awards 
to be held in Bangkok 
later this month.

Anupam, who has 
starred in over 500 films 
including international 
films, started his career in 
1984 with “Saaransh”. 

Over his three-
decade long journey in 
Hindi filmdom, he has 
also appeared in many 
acclaimed international 
films such as the Golden 
Globe nominated “Bend 
It Like Beckham”, Ang 
Lee’s Golden Lion-win-
ning “Lust”, and David O. 
Russell’s Oscar-winning 
“Silver Linings Play-
book”. 

IANS

Dearest Bebisha,
We wish you a very 
Happy 25th Birthday 

May all your 
wishes and dreams 
come true

From: Daddy, 
Mummy, Cousins, Un-

cles, Aunties and all 
your near and Dear 
ones and not forget-

ting your little one
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Lenny Rodrigues

This handout photo taken and provided by South Korean Culture, 
Sports and Tourism Ministry on June 18, shows South Korea’s chief 
delegate Jeon Choong-ryul (2nd L) speaking with his North Korean 
counterpart Won Kil U (2nd R) during their athletic talks at the south 
side of the truce village of Panmunjom in the Demilitarised zone.

Ben Stokes and Chris Woakes

Waqar Younis

AP/PTI

Switzerland’s Steven Zuber, rear right, heads the ball to score during the group E match against Brazil at the 2018 soccer World Cup in the Rostov Arena 
in Rostov-on-Don, Russia on Sunday, June 17.

AP/PTI

Brooks Koepka holds up the Golf Champion Trophy after winning the 
U.S. Open Golf Championship in Southampton, N.Y. on Sunday, June 17.

PTI

Clifin Francis, a football fan from Alapuzha in Kerala, at Tamov in Russia. Francis cycled all the way to Russia to 
watch the Football World Cup 2018.

World Cup: Coutinho scorcher not 
enough as Brazil held 1-1 by Swiss

Pakistan have fair chance to 
win 2019 World Cup — Waqar

Golfer Koepka carves out US Open win

Two Koreas agree to field unified teams for Asian Games

Stokes and Woakes to miss rest of Australia ODI series

Where there is ‘wheel’ there is a way: Soccer fan cycles to Russia to watch WCISL: FC Goa sign midfielder 
Lenny Rodrigues

Rostov-On-Don, June 18 
(Reuters): Brazil joined the 
host of big guns who have 
failed to fire in their open-
ing World Cup game as lax 
defending from a corner al-
lowed Switzerland to cancel 
out Philippe Coutinho’s 
spectacular curling strike 
and grab a 1-1 draw on Sun-
day.

The five-times world 
champions took a deserved 
lead midway through the 
first half  in the Group E 
game when Coutinho’s ir-
resistible long-distance shot 
cannoned in off the far post, 
but Tite’s side, who had 
looked so impressive in the 
tournament build-up, did 
not build on their advantage.

The highly organised 
Swiss hit back early in the 
second period from one 
of  their few chances as 
Brazil’s Casemiro and Mi-
randa switched off and the 
unmarked Steven Zuber 
barely had to leave his feet 
to nod in Xherdan Shaqiri’s 
whipped corner.

Brazil went all out in 
pursuit of  a winner and 
came agonisingly close to 
finding it as Coutinho and 
Miranda lashed wide from 
inside the area while Ney-
mar and substitute Roberto 
Firmino were denied by 
Swiss goalkeeper Yann 
Sommer.

They had to settle for 
a point and joined fellow 

tournament favourites Ger-
many, Spain and Argentina 
in failing to win their first 
game.

It was also the first time 
Brazil had not won a World 
Cup opener since drawing 
1-1 with Sweden in the 1978 
tournament.

“I was expecting to get 

a victory so, of course, I’m 
not happy with the result,” 
Brazil coach Tite told a 
news conference.

“At this stage of a World 
Cup you have to take advan-
tage of  a goal and see that 
your opponents are taking 
risks and you need to have 
faster transitions.”

Tite did not complain 
that his side were denied 
a penalty when Manuel 
Akanji wrapped his arms 
around Gabriel Jesus and 
had little sympathy with 
claims some of  his players 
had been fouled when Swit-
zerland levelled.

“I can’t coach a team 

who complains. You can 
interpret the penalty in any 
way but there’s no way you 
can complain,” he added.

Neymar’s flamboyant 
blond ‘spaghetti’ haircut 
certainly caught the eye 
although he only gave 
glimpses of the spectacular 
dribbles and plays he is re-

London, June 18 (AFP): 
Talismanic England all-
rounder Ben Stokes and 
paceman Chris Woakes 
will miss the remainder of  
the One Day International 
series with Australia the 
England and Wales Cricket 
Board (ECB) announced 
Monday.

Stokes’ hamstring injury 
-- which he suffered in the 
lead-up to the second Test 
with Pakistan -- the ECB 
says is progressing well and 
are hopeful the 27-year-old 
will be fit for the T20 series 
with India next month.

England lead the five 
game series with Australia 
2-0 with three matches re-
maining.

“He can bat fully and is 
now able to run at 90 per-
cent capacity,” read a state-
ment from the ECB.

“He will commence 

Thiruvananthapuram, 
June 18 (PTI): As Kerala is 
in the grip of World Cup fe-
ver, a football crazy fan from 
the state has cycled all the 
way to Russia to watch the 
tournament and realise his 
dream of  meeting Argen-
tina’s living legend Lionel 
Messi.

Clifin Francis, 28, flew 
to Dubai from Kerala on 
Febraury 23, bought a cycle, 
took a ship to the port city 
of Bandar Abbas, the capital 
of Hormozgan province on 
the southern coast of Iran, 
before embarking on his 
cycling odyssey to Russia.

“I am very happy. It was 
a four-month-long journey,” 
Francis told PTI from Tam-
bov, a countryside town in 
Russia today.

He said he had bought 
a ticket for the France-Den-
mark match on June 26 and 
was waiting to watch it with 
his fingers crossed.

“Every day you meet 
new people, see new land-

Lahore, June 18 (IANS): 
Pakistan bowling great 
Waqar Younis believes the 
experience gained by the 
green brigade in English 
conditions will boost their 
confidence in the 2019 ICC 
Cricket World Cup, starting 
May 30 in England and 
Wales.

It was exactly a year ago 
that the green brigade had 
stunned arch-rivals India by 
a huge margin of 180 runs 
in the ICC Champions Tro-
phy final held in England 
and Wales.

Pakistan also tasted 
success in the Lord’s Test 
against England earlier this 
summer.

Waqar, who featured 
in three World Cups for 
Pakistan, said the Sarfraz 
Ahmed-led side are well 
aware of the English condi-
tions.

“Pakis tan won the 
Champions Trophy last 
year, so they know how to 
play here, and they won the 

first Test match at Lord’s 
also,” Waqar was quoted as 
saying by the ICC website.

“Look back at  the 
Champions Trophy and the 
team is building in confi-
dence. The faith is coming. 
I will give fair chance to 
this Pakistan team for win-
ning the World Cup,” the 
46-year-old added.

Waqar however, felt the 
huge number of Pakistanis 
settled in England will add 
pressure on the green bri-
gade in the showpiece tour-
nament next year.

“Pressure is going to be 
there. Expectation comes 
from the entire country and 
there’s so many Pakistan-
is living in this country, 
so they’re going to travel 
around and there’ll be a lot 
of  support for Pakistan,” 
he said.

“So there will be pres-
sure, because supporters 
bring pressure with it, but 
they will enjoy it, hopefully, 
and do well,” Waqar added.

nowned for and which led 
Paris St Germain to shell 
out 222 million euros for.

Whirlwind finish
Instead, Brazil’s sec-

ond most expensive play-
er, Coutinho, pulled the 
strings, constantly finding 
right winger Willian and 
drifting striker Jesus with 
sweeping passes although 
Switzerland managed to 
deal with the threat.

Coutinho’s whirlwind 
finish delighted the Ros-
tov Arena, where yellow-
shirted Brazil fans vastly 
outnumbered the red of  
the Swiss, although Tite’s 
side failed to build further 
momentum, as Neymar 
was frequently stopped in 
his tracks by tactical fouls.

Brazil always looked in 
control until they ceded a 
corner and Zuber took full 
advantage of  their collec-
tive lapse of  concentration 
to level.

Switzer land coach 
Vladimir Petkovic was de-
lighted with how his side 
followed his gameplan.

“I am very proud of my 
team’s discipline, it was ev-
erything we talked about,” 
he said.

“I hope that people will 
take notice of  us now and 
take us seriously, sometimes 
there’s a lack of recognition 
towards us and that’s a pity 
because we played very 
well.”

scapes, new culture....,” he 
said, adding both good and 
bad experiences came his 
way during the journey.

Francis says though all 
his papers, including visa, 
were in order, he was denied 

permission to enter Georgia 
through Azerbaijan, forcing 
him to take an alternative 
route.

“I felt sad at their behav-
iour as a German cyclist was 
allowed to take the route. 

But there were times when I 
saw the goodness in human 
beings as people whom I had 
never met gave me shelter, 
the warmth of their homes 
and offered food,” the soft-
ware engineer said.

Southampton (New York), 
June 18 (IANS): US golfer 
Brooks Koepka won his sec-
ond consecutive US Open 
title at the Shinnecock Hills 
Golf  Course here on Sun-
day.

Koepka shot 75, 66, 72 
and 68 in the four rounds 
respectively for a total of  
one-over 281, reports Efe.

The victory comes af-
ter he won the 2017 US 
Open in Wisconsin, a twofer 
that had not been achieved 
since 1988-89, when Curtis 
Strange won two back-to-
back Opens in Massachu-
setts and New York, reports 
Efe.

Koepka’s triumph is also 
the fourth by an American 
since Jordan Spieth’s 2015 
win and is especially rel-
evant in a Ryder Cup year, 
the biennial competition 
between the US and Europe 
that will be played in late 
September in Paris.

Americans ended up 
dominating the classifica-
tion board, headed by Ko-
epka with a four-day total of  
one-over 281, considerably 
worse than his 16-under 
score last year, with Brit 
Tommy Fleetwood at 282.

Fleetwood had shot a 
marvelous seven-under 63 
on Sunday for a total of 282, 
and he was the man to beat 
as Koepka went through his 
own nail-biting final round.

Meanwhile, Dustin 
Johnson (283), ranked num-
ber one in the world, Patrick 
Reed (284), the winner of  
the Augusta Masters this 
year, Tony Finau (285) and 
Xander Schauffele (286) fin-
ished near their countryman 

Panjim, June 18 (IANS): 
FC Goa have announced 
the signing of Bengaluru FC 
midfielder Lenny Rodrigues 
ahead of the upcoming sea-
son of  the Indian Super 
League.

The 31-year-old Goan 
started his career in Goa 
with Fransa-Pax and devel-
oped further at the state’s 
clubs Salgaocar FC and 
Churchill Brothers SC. 

He went on to represent 
the senior team of Churchill 
Brothers from 2008 to 2014 
before moving to ISL fran-
chise FC Pune City. 

“It feels great to be back 
home and back to where 
it all started for me. I’m 
absolutely buzzing to play 
for a club like FC Goa and I 
cannot wait for the season to 
get started,” Lenny said on 
signing his contract.

After a couple of  loan 
spells at Dempo SC, Mohun 

Football had always 
been his first love and watch-
ing the World Cup a long 
cherished dream.

After obtaining his 
B.Tech degree, Francis 
worked at the Infopark at 
Kakkanad in Kochi for some 
time, before taking up a job 
as a mathematics teacher at 
a coaching school, Saji, his 
paternal uncle said.

“He was always a hard 
worker and slogged at the 
coaching class without tak-
ing any leave and saved as 
much as he could to have 
his dream fulfilled. Rela-
tives also chipped in (with 
money),” Sam told PTI by 
phone from Kochi.

Francis said he celebrat-
ed his birthday with the resi-
dents of  Maymeh in Iran, 
enjoying the hot kebabs 
they served with ‘Istak’, a 
local drink, an experience 
he would never forget.

The local people there 
are great fans of  Indian 
filmstars like Raj Kapoor, 

Amitabh Bachchan and 
Mithun Chakraborty, while 
the younger ones especially 
enquired about Salman 
Khan and Aishwarya Rai, 
he said.

When I  went  in to 
a house, the family was 
watching an old Raj Kapoor 
starrer, he said.

Francis, who hopes to 
reach Moscow by June 21, 
said it is his long cherished 
dream to meet Messi.

When asked  i f  he 
would be able to make it 
come true, he said, “I have 
reached this far. I am an op-
timist. My desire is to meet 
Messi. (I) Don’t know if  it 
is possible....I am a diehard 
fan of his.” 

Football fans in Kerala 
have painted roads, private 
vehicles and public trans-
port buses in the colours of  
their favourite teams. Fans 
sporting jerseys with images 
of their heroes can be spot-
ted in even small towns of  
the football crazy state.

Bagan SC and Bengaluru 
FC, the talented central mid-
fielder made a permanent 
move to the ISL runners-up 
from last season, Bengaluru 
FC. 

Lenny has also been a 
regular in the national team, 
making his debut in 2012 
against Oman.

and have good prospects for 
being included in the US 
Ryder Cup team.

The players had com-
plained of the brutal condi-
tions at Shinnecock Hills 
over the past four days, but 
Koepka -- who shot a 68 in 
the final round -- and the 
other top scorers seemed to 
keep their nerve through the 
final stretch.

Legendary US golfer 
Phil Mickelson was hit 
with a two-stroke penalty 
on the third day of  play at 
this year’s 118th edition of  
the US Open for swatting a 

moving -- and misdirected - 
putt with his putter, explain-
ing later that he preferred to 
take the penalty rather than 
play the ball from off  the 
green.

Meanwhile, Spain’s No-
5-ranked Jon Rahm was 
unable to get the traction he 
needed and Tiger Woods, 
the winner of  three US 
Opens, was unable to make 
the eight-over par cut, being 
at 10-over after the first two 
days.

India’s Shubhankar 
Sharma missed the halfway 
cut.

his return to bowling pro-
gramme this week.

“The plan is for Ben 
to continue his rehabilita-
tion programme with the 

England squad during the 
4th and 5th ODIs (against 
Australia on Thursday and 
Sunday) at Riverside and 
Old Trafford.”

Woakes, 29, injured a 
thigh muscle during the sec-
ond Test with Pakistan at the 
beginning of June which the 
ECB say “was at least in part 

Seoul, June 18 (IANS): 
South and North Korea 
agreed on Monday to field 
a unified team for certain 
sports at the Asian Games 
scheduled for August in 
Indonesia.

The agreement came 
after officials from the 
two sides met at the Peace 
House, located on the south-
ern part of the truce village 
in Panmunjom, to discuss 
ways to expand sports ex-
changes, Yonhap news agen-
cy reported.

South and North Ko-
rean athletes will march 
under the unified flag in the 
opening and closing ceremo-

due to a flare-up of a chronic 
right knee problem”.

Aside from missing the 
ODI series with Austra-
lia he’ll also miss the lone 
Twenty20 international 
against Australia at Edg-
baston, on June 27 and the 
three T20s at home to India 
in July.

“He (Woakes) has had 
an injection for the knee 
issue last Monday and will 
now undertake a rehabilita-
tion and conditioning pro-
gramme to address both 
injuries,” read the ECB 
statement.

“A date for return can-
not be specified at this stage, 
but he will not be available 
before the India ODI se-
ries.”

The three-match one-
day series against India 
starts at Trent Bridge, Not-
tingham, on July 12.

nies of the Asian Games, set 
to take place in Jakarta and 
Palembang. Athletes will 
form unified Korean teams 

for some of the games.
The two sides also 

agreed to hold a friendly bas-
ketball match in the North 

Korean capital on July 4. 
The idea was proposed by 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong-un when he met South 
Korean President Moon Jae-
in during the landmark April 
27 summit.

Before heading to Pan-
munjom for talks in the 
morning, Jeon Choong-ryul, 
Secretary General of  the 
Korean Sport and Olympic 
Committee, emphasized 
the importance of sports as 
a stepping stone to expand 
inter-Korean exchanges and 
build peace on the Korean 
Peninsula.

“We will try to material-
ize the spirit and principles 

agreed between high-level 
officials of South and North 
Korea with the belief  that 
sports can act as a guide 
for better inter-Korean ex-
changes,” Jeon, the head of  
the Korean delegation, told 
reporters in Seoul.

“As we all witnessed dur-
ing the PyeongChang Win-
ter Olympics, sports gave a 
chance to initiate better inter-
Korean relations,” he said.

The two sides will con-
tinue discussing details 
through the exchange of  
documents going forward, 
the South Korean Ministry 
of Culture, Sports and Tour-
ism said.
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Japan national soccer team warm up during the official training 
on the eve of the match between Japan and Colombia at the 2018 
soccer World Cup at the Mordovia Arena in Saransk, Russia on 
Monday, June 18.

Raia Marquez 

Sweden's Andreas Granqvist, left, celebrates after scoring the opening goal during the group F match against South Korea at the 2018 soccer 
World Cup in the Nizhny Novgorod stadium in Nizhny Novgorod, Russia on Monday, June 18. 

AP/PTI

Belgium players celebrate their side's second goal as Panama goalkeeper Jaime Penedo, right, looks on 
during the group G match against Panama at the 2018 soccer World Cup in the Fisht Stadium in Sochi, 
Russia on Monday, June 18. 

AP/PTI

Sweden bury World Cup opening 
jinx to beat South Korea

Mexico's Marquez becomes third 
man to play at five World Cups

Spain coach confirms De Gea 
as goalkeeper for Iran match

Croatia's Kalinic sent home 
after refusing sub role

Belgium ride Lukaku brace to blank Panama 3-0

Japan team at World Cup troubled by earthquake, hotel alarm

Nizhny Novgorod (Russia), 
June 18 (Reuters): Sweden 
won an opening World Cup 
game for the first time since 
1958 and ended a worry-
ing goal drought with a 1-0 
victory over South Korea in 
a must-win match if they 
want to progress from a 
tricky-looking Group F.

After dominating the 
game but missing a string of 
chances, the Swedes won a 
65th-minute penalty when 
Kim Min-woo brought 
down Viktor Claesson in the 
box. Salvadoran referee Joel 
Aguilar initially waved the 
Swedes away, before being 
called to consult the Video 
Assistant Referee system.

In the second VAR-
awarded penalty of the 
World  Cup,  Sweden's 
33-year-old captain An-
dreas Granqvist stepped up 
confidently to sweep the 
ball low and left of the oth-
erwise impressively in-form 
goalkeeper Cho Hyun-woo.

"The VAR took a while 
but we are very pleased 
they had it ... I was pretty 
sure," Granqvist said of the 
wait.

The result  brought 
wild celebrations from 
the hordes of yellow-clad 
Swedish fans, fearful their 
team would draw another 
blank after failing to score 
in their last three games.

Sweden had not won an 
opening World Cup game 
since 1958, when they were 
the hosts and eventual run-
ners-up.

The Asians actually 
began the game brighter, 
pressing forward and har-
rying for the first 15 min-
utes against an initially 
sluggish-looking Sweden.

But the Scandinavians 
quickly found their poise, 
coping comfortably with 
Korea's attacks despite the 
absence of defender Victor 
Lindelof through illness.

Sweden coach Janne 
Andersson said the penalty 
was "crystal-clear", add-
ing: "We played the match 

way we had intended, but 
I'm a little unhappy with 
the chances we didn't put 
away."
Son v Forsberg
In a game short on finesse, 
several of Sweden's best 
chances fell to Marcus 
Berg, who had one close-
range side-foot shot spec-
tacularly saved by Cho off 
his knee in the 21st minute.

A s  e x p e c t e d ,  b o t h 
teams' single star play-
ers provided their creative 
drive, the silky Son Heung-
min busting a lung to try 
and drive Korea forward 
from the left flank, and the 
pacy Emil Forsberg con-
stantly feeding Sweden's 
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big frontmen.
Forsberg had a go him-

self early in the second half, 
but curled over a shot from 
outside the box.

Korea's best chances 
fell to Koo Ja-cheol, who 
headed just wide in the sec-
ond half and Hwang Hee-
chan who saw his stop-
page-time header also just 
miss as his team launched 
a late, desperate siege.

But the Swedes held 
firm and rushed to cel-
ebrate with their fans as the 
Koreans trudged disconso-
lately off.

Although not the most 
attractive of the World Cup 
games so far, there was a 
terrific atmosphere in the 
42,300-strong crowd at the 
blue-and-white Nizhny 
Novgorod stadium next to a 
cathedral at the confluence 
of the Volga and Oka rivers.

The Swedes, many in 
their now de rigueur Viking 
helmets, easily outnum-
bered and out-sang their 
red-clad rivals in the avant-
garde, sun-kissed dome 
that is meant to evoke wind 
and water.

Sweden next face world 
c h a m p i o n s  G e r m a n y, 
where they can ill afford 
to miss chances like they 
did on Monday. "If we win 
against Germany, we are 
through. The pressure is 
on them now," added the 
ebullient Granqvist.

Korea next face in-form 
Mexico who shocked the 
Germans in their Group F 
opener. Few will be giving a 
chance to Korea, who have 
now only won one of their 
last 10 World Cup games.

Moscow, June 18 (IANS): 
Mexico captain Raia Mar-
quez has become only the 
third player to play at five 
World Cups after he came 
on as a substitute during 
Sunday's 1-0 win against 
world champions Germa-
ny, reports Xinhua.

Marquez, 39, came on 
in the 74th minute against 
Germany to equal the re-
cords of Mexico compatriot 
Antonio Carbajal and Ger-
many's Lothar Matthaus.

Italian player Gianlu-

igi Buffon was in the Italy 
squad for five World Cups 
from 1998 through 2014, 

but didn't play in his first 
tournament.

Marquez first appeared 
for Mexico at the 2002 
World Cup and has since 
gone on to feature in 2006, 
2010, 2014 and now 2018 
in Russia.

Marquez played for 
Barcelona between 2003 
and 2010 and plans to re-
tire after the World Cup. 
He played his last two club 
seasons with Mexican team 
Atlas, where he started his 
professional career in 1996.

Roshchino (Russia), June 
18 (Reuters):  Croatia 
striker Nikola Kalinic has 
been sent home from the 
World Cup after refusing 
to come on as a substi-
tute in the team’s open-
ing game against Nigeria, 
coach Zlatko Dalic said on 
Monday.

“During the Nigeria 
encounter, Kalinic was 
warming up and was sup-
posed to come on in the 
second half,” Dalic said in 
a statement.

“However, he then 
stated that he wasn’t ready 
to come on due to a back 
issue. The same thing 
happened during the Bra-
zil friendly in England, as 
well as before the practice 
session on Sunday.

“I have calmly accept-
ed that, and since I need 
my players fit and ready 
to play, I have made this 

decision,” he added.
The Croatian Football 

Federation (HNS) said 
that Dalic had taken the 
decision after consulta-
tion with his coaching 
team. Dalic declined to 
answer any questions 
over the issue.

Kalinic cannot be re-
placed so Croatia will con-
tinue in the tournament 
with a 22-man squad.

Croatia, who beat Ni-
geria 2-0 on Saturday, face 
Argentina on Thursday 
and finish their Group D 
campaign against Iceland 
next week.

Media reports said 
that Kalinic, who has been 
unable to break into the 
starting lineup during the 
build-up to the tourna-
ment, had been asked by 
Dalic to come on as an 
85th-minute substitute 
against Nigeria.

Sochi, June 18 (IANS): Bel-
gium rode a second-half 
brace from Romelu Lukaku 
to blank Panama 3-0 in 
their Group G opener of 
the FIFA World Cup 2018 at 
the Fisht Stadium here on 
Monday.

After a barren first pe-
riod, striker Lukaku scored 
in the 69th and 75th min-
ute to ensure the victory 
after wide midfielder Dries 
Mertens drew first blood in 
the 47th minute.

The result means Bel-
gium now have three points 
from one game while Pan-
ama are still to open their 
account. Belgium take on 
Tunisia next on June 23 
while Panama face England 
the next day.

After a barren first pe-
riod where minnows Pan-
ama looked to be punch-
ing above weight, it took 
Mertens two minutes into 
the second period to break 
the deadlock as the fleet-
footed Napoli winger vol-

Saransk (Russia), June 
18 (AP): Word of a deadly 
earthquake in Japan and an 
early-morning false alarm 
at a team hotel have given 
the country's team at the 
World Cup some unsettling 
moments.

Coach Akira Nishino, 
who built his professional 
reputation coaching Gam-
ba Osaka, said he and a 
number of his players have 
acquaintances or loved 
ones affected by Monday's 
quake, making for an un-
welcome distraction on the 
eve of the team's Group H 
opener against Colombia 
in Saransk.

''The psychological 
impact is something I'm 
slightly worried about at 
this point,'' Nishino said 

through an interpreter be-
fore Monday afternoon's 
training session. ''As staff 
members, we are consulting 
with them and I'd like them 
to be settled down as soon 
as possible.''

Osaka is Japan's second-
largest city. The 6.1 magni-
tude earthquake killed at 
least three people - includ-
ing a 9-year-old girl - and 
injured hundreds.

Midfielder and captain 
Hasebe Makoto, speaking 
before his team's Monday 
afternoon practice in Sa-
ransk, said that on behalf 
of the team, he ''would like 
to extend heartfelt condo-
lences to those who've been 
affected and I hope damage 
can be limited as much as 
possible and recovery is as 

Krasnodar (Russia), June 
18 (IANS): Spain coach Fer-
nando Hierro confirmed 
on Monday that David 
De Gea will continue as 
goalkeeper in their sec-
ond 2018 FIFA World Cup 
match against Iran, despite 
failing to stop Portugal star 
Cristiano Ronaldo from 
scoring a hat trick in 
their opening match 
of the tournament.

Spain tied 3-3 
with Portugal on 
Friday in their 
first international 
m a t c h  u n d e r 
newly-minted 
head coach Hi-
erro, who took 
the  job just 
two days be-
fore the World 
Cup after Ju-
len Lopetegui 
was sacked for 
announcing 
he would lead 
R e a l  M a d r i d 

next season, reports Efe.
"We see he (De Gea) 

is calm, train-
ing as usual," 
Hierro said at 
a press confer-

ence ahead 
Wednesday's 
c l a s h  w i t h 

Iran.

" I 
h a v e 
c lear 

ideas and the way forward. 
From my experience, ath-
letes need confidence not 
only in good times," he 
added.

Hierro said De Gea was 
ready to play after taking 
a day off with his parents, 
which allowed him to put 
the tough match against 
Portugal behind him.

For 2010 World Cup 
champion Spain, the draw 
had felt more like a defeat, 
especially given the team's 
inspired performance 
in spite of a tumultuous 
few days marked by their 

abrupt change in coaches 
on the eve of the tourna-
ment.

Spain and Portugal 
are tied for second 
in Group B with 

one point each, 
while Iran leads 
the group with 
three points after 
beating Morocco 

1-0 earlier Friday.

fast as possible.''
Makoto agreed that 

players with loved ones in 
the Osaka area ''might have 
been negatively impacted'' 
emotionally.

''The team as a whole 
would like to extend sup-
port, and I, as captain, 
would like to do that,'' he 
said.

Japan players with Osa-
ka ties include goalkeeper 
Masaaki Higashigushi and 
midfielder Hotaru Yamagu-
chi, who play professionally 
in Osaka, while attacking 
midfielder Keisuke Honda 
was born in the area.

Nishino said he and 
players found out about 
the earthquake shortly af-
ter it happened because 
an alarm went off at the 

team hotel in Saransk and 
blared for about 15 minutes 
around the same time as the 
earthquake struck.

''The alarm continued 
for a while and there are 
some delicate, nervous 
players, and some of them 
looked a bit tired in the 
morning,'' Nishino said. ''So 
I assume there was some 
negative impact.''

On the pitch, Japan wel-
comed Leicester City for-
ward Shinji Okazaki back to 
training after he missed the 
past four days to rest a nag-
ging calf injury.

''We conducted a check 
yesterday and today, and he 
is actually listed up as part 
of our team, so I'd like you 
to be reassured,'' Nishino 
said.

leyed a crisp right footer 
from the edge of the box 

into the left corner.
Soon after the goal, 

Panama's Michael Murillo 
then drew a smart low save 

from Belgium goalkeeper 
Thibaut Courtois as Ro-
man Torres headed wide of 
target moments later.

Edgar Barcenas also 
came close to equalising 
before Lukaku doubled 
the tally for Belgium with a 
powerful header from close 
after being teed up beauti-
fully by Manchester City's 
Kevin De Bruyne.

Six minutes later, the 
burly Lukaku got on the 
scoresheet once more, 
making the most of a quick 
counter attack that saw 
Eden Hazard set up the 
Manchester United marks-
man who bulged the centre 
of the net with a left footer.

It was all Belgium from 
there on as they controlled 
ball possession and the 
game although Panama did 
not relent and kept looking 
for options to break.

The impressive Fidel 
Escobar tried to pull one 
back for Panama towards 
the dying minutes of the 

half as their coach Gomez 
Hernan brought in Gabriel 
Torres and Ismael Diaz to 
increase their attacking op-
tions. In the end, they failed 
to score as Belgium logged 
full points.

Earlier, the first half was 
all about Panama's tenacity 
as their little known defend-
ers denied the star-studded 
Belgium team space.

Goalkeeper Jaime Pene-
do made three crucial saves 
to keep Roberto Martinez's 
men at bay, the most vital 
being Hazard's stinging 
right footed effort saved 
acrobatically by the 36-year 
old, diving low to his bottom 
right corner.

Hazard missed a few 
more chances and so did 
Mertens. Lukaku had fewer 
touches of the ball than the 
two goalkeepers to sum up 
Belgium's misery inside 
the box.

Panama failed to reg-
ister a single attempt on 
target.


