
Neiphiu Rio attending a meeting of the governing council of Niti Aayog in New Delhi on Sunday.   
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Niti Aayog: Rio pins Nagaland’s growth on Delhi generosity 

Modi reiterates call for simultaneous polls; seeks debateCentre suspends ceasefire 
in Jammu and Kashmir

NE beckons tourists; footfalls to grow 12% in 2019 
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Federer wins 98th ATP title 
in Stuttgart ahead of return 
to No 1  |  P11

Legends die hard.  
They survive as truth 

rarely does. 

~ Helen Hayes

"Erm... I also got transferred 
recently, can we organise a 

signature campaign for me as 
well? Hehe"

Mirror Takes

~ Arien

Dimapur, June 17 (EMN): The chief 
minister of Nagaland Neiphiu Rio 
has on Sunday expressed hope 
that the ‘regional aspirations of 
people in the remotest corners of 
the country’ find their place in the 
planning process and economic 
march of India. 

Addressing the fourth meet-
ing of the governing council of 
Niti Aayog in New Delhi, which 
was presided over by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, Rio said that 
‘the challenge today is to ensure 
growth and development that is 
balanced, inclusive and meets 
the regional aspirations of people 
especially in the remotest corners 
of the country.’ 

According to a press release 
from public relations officer at 
Nagaland House in New Delhi, the 
chief minister told the council that 
the state, with its difficult terrain, 
has special needs with respect 
to building infrastructure and in 
ensuring sufficient resources for 
development. 

Rio said that ‘with the pros-
pects of the final settlement to 
Naga political issue being near’ 
the people of Nagaland were look-
ing to the government of India 
providing support for growth and 
development. “I am confident 
that under the leadership of Prime 
Minister Modiji, we will very soon 
be an equal and proud partner of 
a resurgent India.”

Agriculture 
The chief minister told the council 
that Nagaland being a predomi-
nantly agrarian state, the share of 
agriculture and allied sectors in 
the state’s GDP was almost 30%. 
“Even though the productivity of 
jhum-based agriculture is limited, 
the strength of the state lies in its 
organic farm produce, flowers, 

Kejriwal guarantees IAS 
officers’ security, asks them to 

return to work  |  P8

Alice Cooper blasts ‘safe’ 
young bands |  P10

fruits and vegetables. 
“In order to ensure that 

farmers (sic) incomes are 
doubled, we need to pro-
vide market linkages for 
the produce, as also train 
farmers in packaging and 
preservation of fruits, flow-
ers and vegetables. Support 
for processing the organic 
produce of the state will 
also help augment incomes 
and help the state move 
up the value chain. With 
an enabling environment, 
it is expected that youth 
will take up agriculture as a 
profitable profession.”

The chief minister in-
formed that the Nagaland 
State Agriculture Marketing 
Board (NSAMB) had been 
implementing e-NAM in 
the state. “Once the Agricul-
ture Produce and Livestock 
Marketing Act and Contract 
Farming and Service Act 

is approved and notified, 
the existing APMC in the 
districts will be revamped 
and reconstituted as per the 
new Acts. 

“This will pave the way 
to resolve the long-standing 
problem of agriculture mar-
keting in the state to some 
extent. The state is imple-
menting the Soil Health 
Card Scheme also and so 
far 50,135 Soil Health Cards 
out of a target of 55,705 have 
been distributed. Under 
MGNREGS, only water con-
servation works are being 
taken up in June and July, 
and a minimum of 2480 wa-
ter conservation works will 
be completed by June 2018.”  

Health care and  
immunisation
Further, Rio said full im-
munisation has gone up 
from 26% in 2015 to 61% 

now with the launch of 
Special Intensified Mis-
sion Indradhanush.He ex-
pressed a hope to achieve 
‘90% full immunisation’ by 
December 2018. Rio said, 
“Nagaland has a shortage 
of specialist doctors and 
even with Prime Minister 
Rashtriya Swasthya Surak-
sha Yojana, we will need tie 
ups with super speciality 
hospitals as also support 
for air ambulances for peo-
ple to access quality health 
care.  56 sub centres in the 
state are being converted to 
health and wellness centres 
– the two centres in the as-
pirational district of Kiphire 
will be operationalised by 
August 2018.”

‘Aspirational district’
Rio lauded the centre’s fo-
cus on ‘aspirational dis-
tricts’ and said Nagaland 

has Kiphire as an aspira-
tional district. “However, we 
also have districts like Mon 
which would perhaps need 
a greater focus than the 
identified Kiphire district. 
In view of this we would re-
quest Niti Aayog to include 
Mon district in the Aspira-
tional Districts Scheme. 

“On our part, we are 
using the same methodol-
ogy to identify aspirational 
blocks in the state and focus 
on bringing them up on var-
ious identified parameters.”

Swachh Bharat and open 
defecation-free
The chief minister informed 
also that Nagaland was im-
plementing the Swachh 
Bharat Scheme and was 
expecting to be declared 
open-defecation-free by 
Oct. 2 2018.

Rio highlighted some 

Mumbai, June 17 (PTI): Improved 
infrastructure and air connectiv-
ity are drawing a large number of 
tourists to India's North-east and 
looking at the current traction, 
footfalls in the picturesque region 
are expected to grow by 10-12 per 
cent in 2019, industry experts said.

"The bookings for North-east 
have gone up by 18 per cent as 
compared to the same period 
(April-June) last year.

Tourism in the North-east re-
gion is expected to grow by at least 
10-12 per cent even in the next 
year," Cox & Kings head, relation-
ships, Karan Anand, told PTI here.

He said improved infrastruc-
ture and air connectivity have 
played a major role in driving tour-
ism growth in the vast region which 
consists of eight states.

"Air connectivity has tremen-
dously improved with new routes 
opening in the region last year. New 
flights have been introduced using 
Shillong as a hub to travel to other 
prominent tourist destinations of 
Meghalaya like Cherrapunji and 
Mawlynnong. "The new airport 
at Pakyong (Sikkim) will further 
make reaching the northern part 
of the state, especially to tourist 
attractions such as Nathu La Pass, 
easier," Anand added.

The region is mostly preferred 
by holiday-makers aged between 
25-50 years and hailing from met-
ros such as Delhi, Mumbai, Kolk-
ata, besides Guwahati and nearby 
areas who flock there to explore its 
wildlife, rivers and culture, he said.

However, the second or third-
time travellers, who are now dis-
covering the attractions of the 
North-east, embark on their jour-
ney to understand the lifestyle and 
also the culture and the cuisine of 
the region, he added.

Echoing a similar view, a Make-

MyTrip spokesperson said high 
growth of travellers opting for 
the North-east sector can be at-
tributed to not only to better road 
infrastructure and rail connectivity 
but also to direct flight connectivity 
from New Delhi and Mumbai.

"Apart from this, more number 
of hotels are opening up in this 
region, making it easier for travel-
lers to find accommodations in 
places which were earlier not very 
connected.

"At MakeMyTrip, we have seen 
over 100 per cent growth in the 
number of travellers opting for 
North-east destinations such as 
Assam, Arunachal Pradesh and 
Meghalya since the time we started 
offering holiday packages in the 
region," he added.

He said overall, the sector, in-
cluding Darjeeling (a hill station 
which falls in West Bengal), is grow-
ing by 35 per cent for summer 
travel. The MMT platform has wit-
nessed 30 per cent growth in travel 

bookings to Gangtok, 120 per cent 
each to Shillong and Meghalaya.

The Assam, Meghalaya sector 
is increasingly becoming popular 
among the top metro markets, the 
MMT spokesman said.

Manmeet Ahluwalia, market-
ing head of Brand Expedia in India, 
said for a very long period, the 
north-eastern part of the country 
had been largely unexplored due 
to poor connectivity and infra-
structure.

However, tourism in the region 
is now witnessing a substantial 
growth thanks to a slew of govern-
ment initiatives, better connectiv-
ity, infrastructure development and 
a variety of experiences on offer for 
voyagers, he added.

"We have seen a year-on-year 
growth of 25-30 per cent over the 
past five years. We are expecting 
the growth to continue with new 
government policies focusing on 
better infrastructure and connec-
tivity," he added.

Ahluwalia said besides young 
adults, including college pass outs 
and first-time earners to families, 
there has been a rise in queries 
from all segments.

"People who like exploring 
nature and its serenity are attracted 
by most of the destinations to the 
North-east. "Adventure seekers 
enjoy the place for its challenging 
treks, kayaking, angling and raft-
ing," he added.

The region offers a holistic 
package. However, activities like 
trekking, mountaineering, adven-
ture sports such as river rafting, 
mountain biking, hang gliding and 
para sailing are gaining popularity 
in the region, he said.

"Activities like the Ziro Music 
Festival and Hornbill Festival, too, 
have started to see a lot of traction.

"Attendance at these events 
from young millennials over the 
past 2-3 years has helped in making 
North-east a popular destination 
among tourists," he added.

‘special issues related to the 
state of Nagaland.’ Speaking 
about the need for a greenfield 
airport in Kohima, he said it 
was the only state capital in the 
country without an airport.  

On the ‘economic pack-
age’ for the eastern districts 
of Nagaland, he said that the 
‘most backward areas of the 
state’ were looking forward 
to the announcement of the 
‘economic package for crea-
tion of infrastructure, hospi-
tals, training institutes to help 
them catch up with rest of the 
nation.’

Also speaking about the 
need for a ‘sports package to 
Nagaland,’ Rio told the council 
that Nagaland was celebrating 
the birth centenary of Dr T Ao, 
India’s first and only Olympic 
football captain.

 “We are setting up a foot-
ball academy in his honour. I 
would also urge government 
of India to provide support for 
setting up of sports infrastruc-
ture in the state. This would 
help channelize the energy of 
youth in a positive manner.”

Rio thanked Modi for con-
vening the meeting and ex-
pressed gratitude to the gov-
ernment of India for taking 
steps to meet the aspirations 
and needs of the people. 

“I am confident that there 
will be continued support to 
Nagaland and the Northeast for 
improving connectivity – roads, 
railways and air – and also 
Internet connectivity for better 
physical integration with the 
mainland. This would go a long 
way in making the Northeast an 
equal partner in the transfor-
mation of the nation to a new 
India by 2022.”

Three Assam Rifles  
personnel killed in Aboi 
Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, June 17 (EMN): Three personnel 
of the 40th Assam Rifles (AR) were killed 
in an ambush by cadres of the NSCN (K) 
on Sunday during a routine patrol some 3 
km away from Aboi town in Mon district. 

Sources from Mon town said that the 
AR team were travelling with some Territo-
rial Army personnel when they came un-
der attack at around 4.30 pm. The armed 
NSCN (K) cadres lobbed three grenades at 
the AR truck, it was reported.       

Sources informed that one soldier died 
on the spot while another succumbed to 
injuries on the way. 

The third reportedly died at the hos-
pital. It was reported some of the injured 
were in critical condition. 

Police have also recovered an un-
exploded grenade from the site of the 
incident.

A statement from the NSCN (K) claimed 
that the group was behind the attack. 

Another group of teachers 
to launch stir today
Our Correspondent 
Kohima, June 17 (EMN): The 2015 batch 
of the All Nagaland Ad hoc Teachers Group 
(ANATG) has announced the launch its 
fourth phase of agitation for an indefinite 
period from June 18. The agitation will 
begin at 8 am outside the directorate of 
School Education in Kohima.

The teachers’ group is demanding 
service regularisation, claiming that they 
have fulfilled all the criteria stipulated by 
the department for regularisation of serv-
ice. They carried out their third phase agi-
tation from June 11 by boycotting classes.

It was learnt that about 1166 teach-
ers from different districts gathered in 
the state’s capital Kohima to protest the 
Nagaland government’s alleged silence in 
regard to the group’s demands.

The ANATG has appealed to all its 
members to participate in the agitation.
The group warned that ‘stern action’ 
would be initiated against absentees.

New Delhi, June 17 (IANS): Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on Sun-
day reiterated his call for simulta-
neous elections to the Lok Sabha 
and Assemblies and called for a 
widespread debate and consulta-
tions over the issue.

"The Prime Minister called 
for widespread debate and con-
sultations on simultaneous elec-

tions for Lok Sabha and Vidhan 
Sabhas, keeping in view various 
aspects such as the resulting fi-
nancial savings and consequent 
better utilisation of resources," 
Modi said in his concluding 
remarks at the fourth meeting 
of Governing Council of NITI 
Aayog. 

The Prime Minister has been 

pitching for simultaneous polls 
for some time.

In 2017, while addressing 
the third meeting of Governing 
Council of NITI Aayog, Modi had 
asked all the Chief Ministers to 
consider conducting simultane-
ous Assembly and Lok Sabha 
elections across the country.

On earlier occasions, he has 

said that policy, planning process 
and implementation becomes 
easier for the government as the 
nation's resources do not witness 
an unwanted burden if simulta-
neous polls were held.

According to him, a cost of Rs 
1,100 crore was incurred during 
the 2009 general polls while Rs 
4,000 crore was incurred in 2014.

New Delhi, June 17 (PTI): 
The Centre today called off 
its month-long suspension 
of operations against ter-
ror groups during the holy 
month of Ramzan in Jammu 
and Kashmir and directed 
the security forces to take 
"all necessary action" at the 
earliest to prevent terrorists 
from launching attacks and 
indulging in violence, Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh said 
here.

"Security forces are 
being directed to take all 
necessary actions as earlier 
to prevent terrorists from 
launching attacks and in-
dulging in violence and 
killings," Singh said in a 
statement but made it clear 
that the government will 
continue with its endeavour 
to create an environment 
free of terror and violence 
in the state.

"It is important that all 
sections of peace loving 
people come together to 

isolate the terrorists and mo-
tivate those who have been 
misguided to return to the 
path of peace," he said.

The Centre had an-
nounced suspension of op-
erations at the beginning 
of the holy month on May 
17 and had said the deci-
sion was being taken in the 
interests of the peace loving 
people of the state, in order 
to provide them a conducive 
atmosphere during the fast-
ing month.

He commended the role 
of security forces for having 
implemented the decision in 
letter and spirit in the face of 
grave provocation, to enable 
the Muslim brothers and sis-
ters to observe Ramazan in a 
peaceful manner. 

"This has been widely 
appreciated by the people all 
over the country, including 
Jammu and Kashmir, and has 
brought relief to the common 
citizens," he said, adding it 
was expected that everyone 
will cooperate in ensuring the 
success of this initiative. 

"While the Security Forc-
es have displayed exemplary 
restraint during this period, 
the terrorists have continued 
with their attacks, on civilians 
and Security Forces, result-
ing in deaths and injuries," 
he said.

According to officials, 
there were 18 incidents of 
terror between April 17 to 
May 17 this year and the fig-
ure rose to above 50 during 
the suspension of operations. 

The suspension of op-
erations saw brutal killings 
which included that of An 
army soldier by militants, 
attacks on civilians propa-
gating moderate approach 
and finally gunning down 
of veteran journalist Shujaat 
Bukhari, who was a strong 
voice of peace, they said.

The security agencies 
had alerted the government 
about designs by certain 
terror groups to disrupt the 
forthcoming Amarnath Yatra 
beginning June 28 and the 

need for conducting some 
operations in South Kashmir.

"We have to take the de-
cision in the right spirit. The 
Home ministry has taken 
note of all the inputs available 
and decided that suspension 
of operation, which was car-
ried out for one month, will 
no longer continue," Minister 
of State in the PMO Jitendra 
Singh said.

"I think the immediate 
priority for all of us is con-
ducting the upcoming Am-
arnath yatra in peaceful and 
successful manner and for 
that not only the government 
but the civil society will have 
to extend cooperation and 
we will have to ensure that 
nothing happens that will dis-
rupt the Amarnath yatra and 
discourage the pilgrims who 
come from far and wide," he 
told TV channels.

Former Jammu and Kash-
mir chief minister Omar Ab-
dullah took a dig at some 
state BJP leaders who were 
upbeat about the calling off 
of the unilateral ceasefire. In 
his tweet, Omar wrote it was 
"the Centre's initiative and 
yet these people are celebrat-
ing its failure as if it had been 
announced by our enemies. 

"It's failure is the failure of 
everyone who wanted to give 
peace a chance," he said.

CPM leader and MLA 
Mohammed Yusuf Tarigami 
termed it as an opportunity 
lost and regretted that the 
centre had to call off the uni-
lateral ceasefire. 

"I know the grave risks 
involved in announcing such 
a decision ahead of Ramzan 
and would have hoped for 
some more confidence build-
ing measures for creating a vi-
able environment for political 
dialogue," he said.

On Friday, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi had held a 
meeting with Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh on the security 
situation in the state and to 
review the suspension of 
operations during the holy 
month of Ramzan.



WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 23.2 18.2 20.9 95 NIL

ZBT 25.5 16.5 21.1 95 1.2

MON 32.0 23.0 23.2 84 NIL

TUENSANG 22.0 19.0 17.1 82 5.01

MKG 25 18.4 19.7 82 NIL

PHEK 25 18.4 19.7 82 NIL

KIPHIRE 27.4 19.4 22.2 88 4.6

SECHÜ ZUBZA 27 19 22.1 84 NIL

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 26.8 19.0 21.8 85 0.8

JALUKIE 30 21 21.8 97 Nil

MANGKOLEMBA 29.2 24.4 23.7 81 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Naga consultative meeting 
on political settlement

Plantation drive organised in Tseminyu, Dimapur 

Governor congratulates 
new Enpo, LEH members

‘NRC’s final draft to be published according to SP court timeline’

Denube Kangjam wins Livon Serum Face of NE 2018 

AR honours new candidates 

2 STATE/REGION
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Department officials, youths, and public members during the plantation drive in Tseminyu.

A glimpse of the plantation drive in Dimapur.

Soldiers and successful candidates during the reception in Phek.

Denube Kangjam, Jigyasha Kashyap, and Anushka Lekharu on stage at the Livon Serum Face of Northeast 
2018 at Machkhowa in Guwahati.

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181

DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Dimapur, June 17 (EMN): 
The Kohima Forest Division 
in collaboration with the 
district administration, 
Tseminyu Town Youth 
( TTY ), and Tseminyu 
Students Union ( TSU) 
organised a plantation 
drive at Tseminyu on June 
15. Updates on Sunday 
informed. 

Around 2000 numbers 
of fruiting and flowering 
species were planted at the 
selected sites in Tseminyu 
Town. The saplings were 
sourced from the Tseminyu 
range nursery where 
around 12, 000 saplings 
were distributed during the 
last two months alone, the 
update informed.

During the plantation 
p r o g r a m m e ,  t h e 
division forest officer of 
Kohima, Rongsenlemla 
Imchen thanked the 
district administration, 
TTY, and TSU for their 
active participation. She 
also spoke about the 
importance of proper and 
judicious maintenance of 
the plantation

The extra assistant 
c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f 
Tseminyu, Kevi in his 
speech appreciated the 
forest department for 
organising the plantation 
drive. He added that 
ever y cit izen should 
take responsibility in 
proper  safeguarding 
of the plantations. It 
also informed that the 
plantations were done 
in and around the office 
of Additional Deputy 

Commissioner,  Sub-
Divisional Office, Sub-
Divisional Education 
Officer, Public Works 
Department, State Bank of 
India, Treasury, Nagaland 
State Transport colony, 
Rest House, and Forest 
colony.
Dimapur: The Dimapur 
F o r e s t  D i v i s i o n  i n 
collaboration with the 
district administration of 
Dimapur along with the 
Dimapur district citizens 
conducted a plantation 
drive commemorating 
the World Environment 
Day 2018 on June 15 in 
Dimapur. Updates on 
Sunday informed. 

T h e  d e p u t y 
commissioner of Dimapur, 
Sushil Kumar Patel spoke 
at the gathering of the sub-
division officials, students, 
and Non Governmental 
Organisations (NGO) 
a t  t h e  A d d i t i o n a l 
Deputy Commissioner’s 
Conference Hall at Niuland. 
He urged the students 
to spread awareness 
about environment and 
implement it in action. 
He also encouraged them 
to not only plant but also 
nurture till its full growth. 

Division forest officer 
of  Dimapur,  K Ihevi 
Awomi spoke about the 
significance of the World 
Environment Day and the 
plantation drive. It was 
informed that the Dimapur 
f o r e s t  d i v i s i o n  h a s 
distributed 15, 000 saplings 
to the public, NGO, schools 
and colleges. 

D i m a p u r  J u n e  1 7 
(EMN):  A two-day ‘Naga 
consultative meeting on 
political settlement’ was 
held under the aegis of the 
Naga Scholars’ Association 
(NSA) in Dimapur on June 
15 and 16th which was 
participated by the Naga 
intellectuals, leaders, and 
civil society groups.

In a press release from 
the NSA on Sunday, it 
stated that the main topics 
addressed in the meeting 
were, strengthening civil 
society groups, dialoguing 
w i t h  n e i g h b o u r i n g 
communities and people, 
a n d  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e 
challenges of the political 
negotiated settlement. 
A f t e r  a  m e t i c u l o u s 

assessment of the given 
themes, many challenges 
were also identified for 
addressing them, it stated. 

The press release also 
stated that these initiatives 
would be crucial  for 
addressing the challenges 
related to the process of 
Naga political negotiated 
settlement and said that it 
was unanimously decided 
that the initiative should 
continue to achieve the 
desired objective. 

The association also 
added that the thrust of 
the meeting was to assess 
and address the issues 
and concerns in the wake 
of the Naga political 
negotiation entering the 
final stage.

D i m a p u r, Ju n e  1 7  ( E M N ) :  T h e 
governor of Nagaland, PB Acharya has 
congratulated the newly elected office 
bearers of the Eastern Nagaland Peoples’ 
Organisation (Enpo) for the tenure 2018-
2020. A congratulatory message from the 
Raj Bhavan was received on Sunday. 

In the message addressed to the 
president of the Enpo, Kekongchim 
Yimchunger, the governor hoped that 
the organisation will continue to strive 
for economic development and social 
upliftment of the people of eastern area 
as well as the Nagas.  

The governor mentioned that the 
contribution of any organisations in 
welfare programmes, development 
oriented activities, empowering women 
and weaker sections, protecting the rights 
of marginalised segments, protecting the 
environment, spreading literacy and 
education, etc., are impressive. 

Further, Acharya expressed his 
confidence that Enpo will continue 
its persistent efforts and approach for 
economic empowerment of the people 
to make state a ‘golden Nagaland’. 

At the same time, the governor also 
congratulated president of the Lotha 
Eloe Hoho (LEH), Zuchobeni Ezung, 
and her colleagues’ for the tenure 2018-
2022.

E n c o u r a g i n g  t h e  w o m e n 
participation, Acharya mentioned that 
women organisations play a key role in 
improving the lives of marginalised even 
in the remotest areas of the country. 

The governor iterated to both 
the organisations that creating more 
entrepreneurs in the society was the 
need of the hour. It reduces the burden 
on job creation and encourages self-
sufficiency with the use of minimal and 
available resources. 

Further, he added that identifying 
and ensuring benefits of the central and 
the state flagship welfare programmes 
such as Jan Dhan Yojana, Pradhan 
Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana, Pradhan 
Mantri Sukanya Samridhi Account, Beti 
Bachao Beti Padhao Yojana, Pradhan 
Mantri Ujjwala Yojana, Mid Day Meal 
etc., to the targeted beneficiaries was the 
need of the hour.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, June 17 (EMN): The deputy 
commissioner (DC) of Karbi 
Anglong, Mridul Kr Mahanta during 
a press conference held at the DC’s 
conference hall on June 17 said that 
the complete draft of the National 
Research Council (NRC) consisting 
of names of all applicants who are 
found eligible after due verification 
will be published shortly according 
timelines stipulated by the Supreme 
Court of India.

From the January last till date, 
the verification for the remaining 
member of 153, 804 has been going 
on through the process of office 
verification, district magistrate 

investigation team, family tree 
verification, special verification 
of married women certificate, 
Lot Mandal Certificate, and circle 
officer certificate etc., Mahanta 
said.

The deputy commissioner also 
informed that the process of claims 
and objections will commence after 
the publication of the complete 
draft of NRC. 

Applicants who did not find 
their names in the draft will get 
another opportunity by way of 
submission of claims for inclusion 
in the final draft. Opportunity will 
also be given to the objections 
against inclusion of any ineligible 

person. Final NRC will be published 
only after disposal of claims and 
objections on June 30. All genuine 
Indian citizens as per cut-off date 
of Mar. 24 1971 (midnight) will be 
included in the final NRC, Mahanta 
stated.

Further, the DC informed 
that in case any person’s name 
is misspelled, improper address, 
mistake in spelling can approach in 
the respective 42 NRC Seva Kendras 
spread in the district. 

There are three revenue circles 
in the district. It added that there 
are 132,717 application receipt 
numbers, and the total members is 
684, 905 in Karbi Anglong.

Dimapur, June 17 (EMN): 
Denube Kangjam from 
Imphal was crowned as 
the winner of the ‘Livon 
Serum Face of Northeast 

2018.’ The 1st runner-up 
was awarded to Jigyasha 
Kashyap from Guwahati 
and the 2nd runner-up 
was bagged by Anushka 

Lekharu from Guwahati. 
A press release from the 
organisers informed on 
Sun. June 17.

T h e  e v e n t  w a s 

Dimapur, June 17 (EMN): 
T h e  P h e k  b a t t a l i o n 
of  Assam Rifles (AR) 
organised an honourary 
c e r e m o n y  f o r  t h e 
candidates selected for 
the Indian Army from 

Phek district on June 15. 
A press release the army 
informed on Sunday.

The programme was 
conducted to encourage 
t h e  m o r a l e  o f  t h e 
candidates, who in due 

course would be pursuing 
a career in the Indian 
Army.  The proud parents 
of the selected candidates 
were also honoured and 
presented with solar 
lamps. 

conducted at Pragjyoti 
ITA centre auditorium at 
Machkhowa in Guwahati 
on Saturday June 16.

The panel of judges 
included Mrs. United 
Nations 2017 Roshni 
Hassan, Sound Designer 
Abhishruti Bezbaruah, 
Fi l m m a k e r  Sa m u j j a l 
Kashyap, Fashion Designer 
Shyamant Hazarika, and 
Chief Executive Officer 
of the Indian Weavers 
Alliance Inc. Saumar 
Sharma.

A c c o rd i n g  t o  t h e 
press release, the contest 
was enlivened by an 
impressive and diverse 
line-up of talents from 
across the region. 

The main idea behind 
Livon Serum Face of 
Northeast is to groom 
talented young women 
from across the Northeast 
and encourage them to 
become empowering role 
models of beauty, health 
and leadership, the press 
release added.

NEWS IN BRIEF
Cagba executive meeting
The Chumukedima Area Gaonbura Association (CAG-
BA) has convened an executive meeting on June 20 at 
10:00 am at Dimapur district GB association office at 
5th mile in Dimapur. In a press release, Tokishe Achumi, 
President CAGBA and Atso, general secretary CAGBA 
has requested all the Executive members to attend the 
meeting without fail.

WDCA informs U-19 cricketers
The Wokha District Cricket Association (WDCA) has 
informed that there will be a selection and practise trial for 
Under (U)-19 cricketers of Wokha district team to play in 
the Nagaland Cricket Association U-19 cricket tournament 
at Sovima Cricket Stadium in Dimapur from June 9. Up-
dates on Sunday informed. Further, it informed interested 
players to produce a photocopy of Aadhaar card, birth 
certificate, and class X admit card or cumulative record 
on June 18 at 2:30 pm at the Local Ground Wokha for 
the selection. Queries are asked to contact the association 
member at +91 8118915539.  

RSUD to honour successful students
The Rongmei Students’ Union Dimapur (RSUD) has 
informed all the Rongmei students who have successfully 
passed High School Leaving Certificate and Higher Sec-
ondary School Leaving Certificate examination that the 
union will be organising an honourary program on June 
23 at Rongmei Tribal Court in Dimapur. An update from 
the union informed on Sunday. Further, RSUD asked the 
students to submit a photocopy of marksheet and admit 
card to the union on or before June 22. For further details 
contact, students may contact at +91 8014568462 or 
7005151490. 

KLCEU to host day’s retreat
The Kohima Law College Evangelical Union (KLCEU) 
will be conducting one day retreat with the theme ‘to walk 
just as He walked’ at City Church in Kohima on June 19. 
The Bachelor of Laws students will present a song while 
Kezhokhoto Savi would be presenting during the devo-
tional service. 

WDVCCA meets
The Wokha District Village Council Chairman Associa-
tion (WDVCCA) conducted a meeting with its executive 
council on June 15 at Wokha town. A press release from 
the association informed on Sunday. The meeting has 
resolved to affirm to the Naga common resolution of ‘One 
Govt., One Tax’ adopted on Oct. 31 2013. The council also 
stated that any tax related to the harassment upon any of its 
members shall be viewed seriously and the WVCCA shall 
withdraw its cooperation from the organisation. Therefore, 
it informed all the concerns to comply the resolutions.
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Agri. minister submits proposal 
for organic farming in Nagaland

Prisoners learn basic legal rights

Talk on women rights and challenges

Sumo drivers pay goodwill visit to District Jail MkgVillagers urged to conserve nature and protect wildlife

DGP directs personnel 
to abstain from 

proposed meeting

G Kaito Aye, left, with Radha Mohan Singh in New Delhi.

Members of legal services and personnel of the district jail of Wokha share in a group photograph.

Resource persons pose for the lens with members of the Kohima Sumi Totimi Hoho during the seminar.

Church leaders plant sapling as part of the first phase of the PBCA “Green Mission,” at 
the mission centre in Longleng district.

Members of the Sumo Drivers Union pose for the lens during their visit to the District Jail in 
Mokokchung on Sunday June 17.

Officials from Forest department, 111th Bn BSF of Satakah, and village leaders during the awareness 
programme at Vishepu village.

Green Mission: Phom Christian group 
ventures to make Longleng a green district

STATE

Dimapur, June 17 (EMN): 
Minister for Agriculture G 
Kaito Aye met the Union 

Minister of Agriculture 
and Farmers’ Welfare 
Radha Mohan Singh in 

D i m a p u r, Ju n e  1 7 
(EMN): With reference 
to the proposed meet-
ing at PHQ scheduled to 
be held on June 18 from 
8 am, Office of the Di-
rector General of Police 
(DGP) has directed to all 
the personnel / staff of 
the Police headquarter 
to abstain from con-
ducting / attending the 
meeting as it is against 
the Service Conduct 
Rules. A press release 
issued by DGP Rupin 
Sharma on Sunday has 
warned of action against 
violation of the directive.

Mokokchung, June 17(EMN): In 
commemoration of Fathers’ Day, 
the Sumo Driver Union of Mokok-
chung paid a goodwill visit to the 
District Jail Mokokchung on Sun-
day June 17.

A press release from the union 
informed that a short programme 
was held at the chapel hall of the jail.

The legal advisor, I Imkong Jamir 
appreciated the jail authority for al-
lowing the union to visit the prison 
and the drivers’ union for their noble 
gesture.

He encouraged the inmates 
not be disheartened but rather be 
hopeful that one-day they will walk 
out of the jail as a changed person 
and contribute to the society.

The union advisor reminded 
the inmates to keep in mind of the 

Dimapur, June 17 (EMN): 
The Wokha District Legal 
Services Authority (WDL-
SA) has conducted a legal 
awareness on basic rights 
of prisoners on June 16. 
An update from the legal 
authority on Wednesday 
informed. 

Speaking on legal 
services clinic and right 
to legal aid, Panel Lawyer 
Meribemo Lotha who is 
also the in-charge of dis-
trict jail said that poverty, 
social and economical 
backwardness and lack 
of legal awareness are the 
reasons for which some 
underprivileged inmates 
are unable to defend their 
case denying them of 
their basic rights as en-
shrined in article 39a of 
the constitution of India. 

In order to assist the 
underprivileged jail in-
mates in contesting their 
case, he said that the Na-
galand State Legal Servic-
es Authority had opened 
up a legal services clinic 
at district jail Wokha, de-
puting a panel lawyer 
to assist the underprivi-
leged inmates through 

free legal aid.
Highlighting on rights 

of prisoners, Panel Law-
yer David Ezung, said that 
under Article 14, equality 
before law, whether pris-
oner or innocent citizens 
are protected by the con-
stitution of India. He said 
that prisoners also have 
their rights. He appraised 
that the prison act 1894 
guarantees right to meet 
friends and consult law-
yers, right against soli-
darity confinement and 
under Article 21 right to 
free legal aid and right to 
speedy trail etc. 

Speaking on rights of 
an arrested person, Panel 
Lawyer Renbonthung 
Tsanglao, said that who-
ever is arrested he / she 
should be inform of the 
grounds of arrest, which 
is a statutorily recog-
nized rights of an arrest-
ed person to be informed 
about the grounds of 
arrest and some sections 
of law also imposes a 
legal duty to communi-
cate the arrested person 
grounds of his / her ar-
rest without any delay. 

He informed that no per-
son shall be detained in 
custody without being 
informed of the grounds 
for such arrest.

Tsanglao pointed out 
that it is the legal obliga-
tion on the police to give 
information and place 
where the arrested per-
son is being held to any 
of his friends, relatives as 
may be nominated by the 
arrested person for the 
purpose of giving such 
information. The right 
to free legal aid of the 
arrested indigent person 
cannot be denied even if 
the accused failed to ap-
ply for it, he said.

Appraising on lok 
adalat with emphasis on 
alternative dispute reso-
lution, Retainer Lawyer 
Gracy Ezung, said that lok 
adalat is a forum where 
disputes pending in the 
court are settled through 
compromise. She in-
formed that the decision 
or decree of Lok Adalat is 
final and binding. 

An Interaction and 
case study on prisoners 
was also conducted. 

meeting needs of future 
generations.

Chief Wildlife Warden 
Satya Prakash Tripathi 
in his keynote address 
talked abou the genesis of 
the human-animal con-
flict prevalent in the state 
in general and elephant 
problem in Wokha dis-
trict in particular.

He highlighted the 
policies of the state gov-
ernment and the MoEF 
& CC, GoI, New Delhi for 
addressing the problem. 
He gave a presentation 
on importance of forest & 
wildlife, scenario of forest 
and wildlife in Nagaland, 
concept of community 
reserves.

Tripathi called upon 

the people to come for-
ward in declaring their 
forest as community re-
serve and contact forest 
officials in case of dam-
age of their crop / proper-
ties / human life. 

He also spoke on wild-
life crime, applicability of 
the Wildlife (Protection) 
Act, 1972, tranquilising 
unit in the department 
in tranquilising wild an-
imals in human habi-
tations, compensation 
against crop / property 
damages by wild animals.

Further, he highlight-
ed the association of 111 
battalion of BSF Satakha 
in plantation and nature 
conservation. 

T h e  h e a d  G B  o f 

Vishepu village appreci-
ated the efforts of the 111 
battalion of BSF Satakha 
for various developmen-
tal activities in the village. 
He requested the depart-
ment to address village 
problems by making fre-
quent visits. 

Commandant of the 
111 battalion, Sanjeev 
Sharma also called for 
nature conservation. 

The programme was 
attended by officials 
from the district admin-
istration, Forest depart-
ment, 111 battalion of 
BSF Satakaha, Ministry 
of Home Affairs, GoI and 
villagers from Vishepu, 
Xuyizi,  Kivekhu, Khukiye, 
and Satakha.

The PBCA is on a mission to 
make Longleng district “plastic 
free”, “eco friendly district” and 
“green district” in Nagaland by 
launching the “Green Mission” 
in the entire Phom land with the 
involvement of churches. Merely 
preaching inside the church will 
not be enough and for that in-
volvement of churches and com-
munity participation is essential 
and PBCA will engage them both 
for the mission, Phom conveyed. 

The secretary stresses “Green 
Mission” is a comprehensive 
term that talks about healthy 
and sustainable living, and pol-
lution free world. Green Mission 
encompasses a wide range of 
environmental mission, vision 
and activities. Introducing “plastic 
free” program will be a priority of 
the mission although it was ear-
lier endeavoured which was not 
a success, acknowledged Phom. 

The “Green Mission” will be a 
vigorous exercise and not merely 
a day event while the PBCA will 
continue to carry the mission in 
all the churches and in six to seven 
years, we are optimistic that we 
will be able to plant 8000 to 9000 
trees with the church and com-
munity participation, expressed 
the PBCA secretary.    

It was in the year 2015 the 
association announced their 
purpose to introduce a chapter 
on environment conservation in 
the Sunday school textbooks to 
respond to the negative impacts 
of climate change. As announced, 
the chapter on environment con-
servation was in 2016 to be taught 
to students of senior and teen cat-
egories. This initiative of the PBCA 
was carried by Eastern Mirror on 
its April 11 2016 edition. 

random burning of forest, and use 
of chemical pesticide, he asserted.  

The association secretary in-
formed that the church on Sat. 
June 16 passed a resolution with 
52 pastors from various churches 
under Longleng district in attend-
ance. More than 70 church leaders 

to observe the same on the sec-
ond Sunday of June. June 5 being 
declared as “Green Mission” day, 
he said the association plant 1000 
tree saplings every year starting 
from the PBCA mission centre and 
neighbouring village churches 
under Longleng district. 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, June 17: The spread in 
environmental understanding 
has ensued in a series of activities 
to conserve environment. We are 
obligated to play an active role to 
secure Mother Nature for sustain-
able tomorrow. With this call the 
Phom Baptist Christian Associa-
tion (PBCA) initiated the “Green 
Mission” as a biblical response to 
the ecological crisis and is drawn 
from the niblical mandate “Go 
and preach the gospel beginning 
from Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria 
and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 
1:8). 

This profound initiative 
“Green Mission” of the PBCA 
shared by the association execu-
tive secretary, N Tialemba Phom 
to Eastern Mirror was launched 
on June 5 to commemorate the 
World Environment Day at it’s 
headquarter in Longleng district 
on the theme “Preserving God’s 
Own Green Earth.” 

Many church leaders or the-
ology institutions did not under-
stand the concept of responding 
to ecological crisis through the 
institution some years back which 
could have a larger influence but 
now both the institutions has rec-
ognised the impact they can have 
and have taken the responsibility 
in playing the role of propagating 
the message, Phom said.

The perception that we have 
always been and will continue to 
remain at the mercy of nature is 
very clear. PBCA want to respond 
to the ecology crisis and take it 
as a mission of the Church. Any 
concern related to ecology will 
be responded with planting more 
trees, protecting wild life, con-
servation of forest, discourage 

New Delhi on June 17 and 
submitted a proposal for 
Nagaland state organic 
farming.

According to press re-
lease received here on 
Sunday from Pro Naga-
land House New Delhi, in 
response to the proposal, 
Union minister said the 
ministry is fully support-
ive to the proposal and 
asked the state to sub-
mit the plan of action for 
organic farming in the 
state. He also mentioned 
that the Northeast state 
is potential of organic 
farming. 

The Minister was ac-
companied by the state 
JDU president, Senchu-
mo NSN Lotha.

Dimapur, June 17 (EMN): 
The Kohima Sumi Toti-
mi Hoho, in association 
with the Nagaland State 
Commission for Women 
(NSCW) organized a legal 
awareness seminar on 
June 16 at the auditorium 
of Mt. Olive College in 
Kohima with about 80 
women participants.

In her introductory 

note, Kakheli Jakhalu, 
member of the NSCW 
said that all the partici-
pants of the seminar are 
leaders in their own re-
spective areas and hence, 
the responsibility of look-
ing after the welfare of the 
people is mandated upon 
them all.

Informing that the 
NSCW has been consti-

tuted to look after the 
rights of the women, she 
encouraged the wom-
enfolk to approach the 
commission with their 
grievances.

Speaking as the re-
source person on the 
topic “Know Your Rights: 
Challenges faced by the 
female gender”, advo-
cate of the Gauhati High 

Court, Kohima bench, 
Joshua Sheqi, stressed 
on legislations and ef-
forts to close the gender 
inequity. He shared the 
legal rights such as right 
to marriage, divorce and 
inheritance, protection 
of women from domestic 
violence.

Sheqi also enlight-
ened the participants on 

the issues of human traf-
ficking in India and Pro-
hibition of Child Labour. 
He emphasised on the 
rules that women should 
be aware of. 

Stating that male cen-
tric Naga society is the 
basis for the growth in 
gender gap, he said that 
education is the best tool 
to bridge the gap.

noble gestures shown by various 
stakeholders and well-wishers and 
to do the same deeds once they 
come out from the prison.

Short speeches were delivered 

by president of the union, Yanger 
resident and a representative from 
the inmates. 

The union distributed gifts to 
the inmates and security guards.

Dimapur, June 17 (EMN): 
The Forest department 
a n d  V i s h e p u  V i l l a g e 
Council have jointly or-
ganised an awareness 
programme of conserva-
tion and protection of 
forest and wildlife to miti-
gate human-animal con-
flict and wildlife crime 
on June 14 in the village 
council hall. A press re-
lease received on Sunday 
from the chief wildlife 
warden informed about 
the event.

The extra assistant 
commissioner of Satakha 
in his welcome address 
stressed on the need in 
conserving natural re-
sources for future genera-
tion on sustained basis.

Conservator of for-
ests, northern territorial 
circle, Y M Jami said that 
the earth is the only livea-
ble planet in the universe 
and forests and wildlife 
play an important role 
in addressing issues of 
climate change, food and 
water security, and envi-
ronment amelioration in 
addition to tangible ben-
efits in different forms, 
and thus sustaining the 
existence / survival of the 
earth. 

Stating that sustaina-
ble forest management is 
an important component 
for sustainable develop-
ment, he appealed the 
participants for protec-
tion and conservation 
of forest and wildlife for 
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Guwahati/Imphal/Agartala, June 17 
(PTI): The devastating flood in the 
Northeast has claimed six more lives 
during the past 24 hours, taking the 
death toll to 23, although the situa-
tion in the region showed a marked 
improvement today, barring Assam, 
officials said.

While five more people died in 
Assam since yesterday, one person 
lost his life in Manipur.

In Assam, 4.5 lakh people have 
been affected in the deluge across 
six districts. 

According to the Assam State 
Disaster Management Authority 
(ASDMA), all the five persons lost 
their lives in three districts, taking the 
death toll in the state to 12 in the first 
wave of flood this year.

The ASDMA said over 4.48 lakh 
people have been affected in Ho-
jai, Karbi Anglong West, Golaghat, 
Karimganj, Hailakandi and Cachar 

districts.
According to the report issued 

today, Karimganj has been the worst-
hit with nearly 2.15 lakh people af-
fected followed by Hailakandi where 
over 1.93 lakh people have been suf-
fering in the deluge.

As of now, Brahmaputra at Ni-
matighat in Jorhat, while Barak at AP 
Ghat in Cachar and Badarpurghat 
in Karimganj are flowing above the 
danger mark.

Other rivers like Dhansiri at Nu-
maligarh in Golaghat, Jia Bharali at 
NT Road crossing in Sonitpur, Ko-
pili at Kampur in Nagaon, Katakhal at 
Matizuri in Hailakandi and Kushiyara 
at Karimganj town are also flowing 
above the danger mark.

In Manipur, water level of major 
rivers flowing in the five districts of 
the Imphal Valley has receded con-
siderably with only Lilong River flow-
ing a little above the “warning level”.

Flood control officials said the 
situation has improved a lot and wa-
ter level of the previously inundated 
localities has gone down.

The Imphal river, however, is 
reported to be a “highest flood level” 
at the Minuthong area by a few mar-
gins, although in general it is below 
the danger mark.

The Iril and Nambul rivers too 
have gone low below the highest 
flood level and there is no immediate 
danger with the intensity of rainfall 
going down.

According to the latest report 
available from the State Relief and 
Disaster Management, one person 
drowned in the past 24 hours, taking 
the death toll in the state to 8.

The number of livestock killed 
has been estimated at 400, while 
the area of paddy fields affected is at 
3,947 hectares so far.

Chief Minister N Biren Singh, 

during a visit to flood affected area 
of Maiba Khul and Mongjom area in 
Imphal East district, told reporters 
that he had a telephonic conversa-
tion with Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh and briefed him about 
the flood situation in the state.

He added that he had sought im-
mediate flood assistance to rebuild 
houses, repair and construct roads 
damaged by the massive flood which 
had hit the state since last week.

The overall flood situation in 
Tripura too improved significantly 
today with water receding in all the 
major rivers of the state.

However, several localities still 
remained submerged in the Kai-
lashahar sub-division, leaving over 
3,000 farmers jittery.

Altogether, 32,000 people affected 
by flood are still housed in 173 relief 
camps -- mostly in worst-hit Unakoti 
district, according to the State Emer-
gency Operation Centre (SEOC).

The river Manu, which had 
caused extensive damage in the Kai-
lashar and Kumarghat sub-divisions 
in Unakoti district, is now flowing 
two-metres below the danger level 
as there was no fresh downpour over 
the past 48 hours.

The Manu river’s danger mark is 
at 24 metres, while the water level 
stood at 22.22 metres.

When contacted, District Magis-
trate (DM) Unakoti district D Darlong 
confirmed that the overall flood situ-
ation has been better in the district 
but relief work was still underway.

Three persons have died and 
seven others were injured in flood-
related incidents since June 5, while 
24 huts were completely destroyed, 
besides leaving several acres of crops 
damaged, according to the latest 
report of the SEOC.

Post-flood operations like distri-
bution of relief materials, medical 
camps and assessment of damage 
have already begun across the state, 
an official of the SEOC said.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, June 17 (EMN): Manipur 
Chief Minister N Biren Singh has 
urged the Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh to extend immediate 
flood assistance for the flood victims 
of the state. In response, the union 
home minister assured that the 
centre will extend necessary assist-
ance. This was disclosed by N Biren 
Singh while visiting the flood affected 
places of Maiba Khun and Mongjam 
in Imphal East district on June 17 
Sunday. 

Singh said that the union home 
minister also informed him about 
home secretary being asked to take 
up the matter. “So they will make 
necessary immediate arrangements 
within the next two or three days. For 
the long term plan to tackle flood in 
the state, they agreed to send a team 
very soon,” Biren added.

The BJP-led government in Ma-
nipur had already released INR 3.2 
crore for immediate use in providing 
relief materials to the affected people 
besides announcing to give ex-gratia 
to the families of those individuals 
who lost their lives during the flood. 

So far the flood has affected 
around 1.92 lakh population settling 
across 360 villages under nine dis-
tricts. It also claimed 7 lives, accord-
ing to the state Department of relief 
and disaster management.

Also, reports stated that the flood 
claimed more than 400 livestock. 

The Chief Minister Biren Singh 
inspected the flood relief camps 
which are being opened at Maiba 
Khul Primary School and Mongjam 
Mamang Leikai. During his visit, he 
informed that the state government 
has asked for immediate financial as-

sistance for rebuilding the houses of 
the flood affected people, repair and 
reconstruction of roads, and such, 
immediately. 

Mentioning that people are facing 
hard times due to the flash flood, the 
chief minister said that the govern-
ment is trying its best to control the 
situation and extend every possible 
help to the flood victims. He thanked 
Minister Karam Shyam, MLA Susin-
dro Meitei, army personnel, and 
newly recruited police personnel for 
their effort and dedication to repair 
the breached river embankments. 
He appealed the people of the state 
to take precautionary measures from 
the post flood diseases.

Meanwhile, the Consumers Af-
fairs and Public Distribution minis-
ter Karam Shyam accompanied by 
Khurai MLA L Susindro and others 
inspected the flood hit areas after 
the completion of repairing works 
of breached Imphal river bank at 
Chajing-Karam in Imphal West dis-
trict.

Minister Shyam informed the 
public that the damaged houses and 
roads of the area will be constructed 
with immediate effect, saying they 
were elected to serve the people at 
this hour of crisis.

Likewise, while the district au-
thorities are trying to provide relief 
materials, the state health depart-
ment has been organising health 
camps at various flood affected vil-
lages. 

According to health services di-
rector Dr K Rajo, as many as 45 health 
camps has been set up to spread 
awareness and provide health fa-
cilities along with medicines at free 
of cost.

Guwahati, June 17 (PTI): The 
Gauhati Medical College and 
Hospital (GMCH) was today 
linked with cancer hospitals of 
the Tatas in Mumbai and Kolkata, 
enabling doctors here to consult 
their counterparts in the two 
cities.

Tata Trusts Chairman Ratan 
Tata and Assam Health Minister 
Himanta Biswa Sarma today 
rolled out a platform, ‘Digital 
Nerve Centre (DiNC)’, to connect 
cancer care unit of the GMCH 
with with the two other hospitals.

The two hospitals are Tata 
Memorial Centre in Mumbai and 
Tata Medical Centre, Kolkata.

“With launching of this plat-
form, our doctors will be able 
to discuss cases of patients with 
those from the Tata hospitals in 
Mumbai and Kolkata. In many 
cases, patients will no longer 
require to travel outside Assam,” 
Sarma told a press conference 
after launching the project here.

The state government and 
Tata Trusts have proposed to 
develop 19 cancer care centres 
across the state and those centres 
would also be connected to this 
platform, he added.

“Patients’ record keeping 
and consultation will be a seam-
less affair with this technology. 

It is developed by the TCS and 
the Tata Trusts has given it to us 
free of cost. Assam is the first 
greenfield project for DiNC,” 
Sarma said. The platform has 
the potential to connect all the 
143 cancer care hospitals under 
National Cancer Grid in future, 
the minister said. 

The Assam government is 
setting up a 500-bed cancer hos-
pital under the GMCH and it 
will be the apex centre for can-
cer treatment, he said. For this, 
the government is investing Rs 
200 crore, of which Rs 180 crore 
would be given by the Centre, he 
said adding that this hospital will 

be known as South East Asian 
Cancer Research Centre.

Assam government yesterday 
announced 19 cancer care cen-
tres, to be set up across the state 
in partnership with Tata Trusts at 
an investment of Rs 1,910 crore 
by mid-2020.

The government will lay the 
foundation stone of the proposed 
centres at a function tomorrow. 

The Assam government and 
Tata Trusts have formed a non- 
profitable entity -- Assam Cancer 
Care Foundation (ACCF) -- with 
equal partnership to implement 
the project and manage the cen-
tres, Sarma had said yesterday.

New Delhi, June 17 (IANS): Ad-
mitting increasing plastic con-
sumption is a rising threat to his 
state, Meghalaya Chief Minister 
Conrad Sangma said he had per-
sonally quit using plastic as well 
as barring it from his office.

Asserting that it will take some 
time to address the plastic men-
ace as people are use to using it, 
India’s second-most youngest 
Chief Minister, who hails from 
one of the greenest and cleanest 
states, says he believes in leading 

by example and has adopted a 
top-down approach.

Speaking to IANS here, Sang-
ma hoped that following his own 
resolve, the entire secretariat and 
other state offices follow. 

He also raised concern over 
lack of mechanism of collecting 
waste plastic from rural and re-
mote areas.

“We can begin by simply say-
ing no to the plastic bottles and 
carry aluminium or steel bottles,” 
said Sangma, who was here to 

attend NITI Aayog’s Governing 
Council meeting chaired by the 
Prime Minister.

He asserted that its very im-
portant to keep the momentum 
against plastic moving and not 
confining it to the Environment 
Day alone.

He also said that the state 
government is stressing upon 
recycling.

Asked if his state is suffering 
from plastic waste, Sangma said: 
“Absolutely”.

“In the rural areas there is no 
mechanism to actually check the 
use of low grade plastic, that’s a 
big concern... we are realising 
the challenges and also taking 
steps to assure that the issues are 
take care off,” he said. Speaking 
of plastic waste alone, approxi-
mately 900,000 tonnes of PET 
-- used to make soft drink bottles, 
furniture, carpet, paneling, etc. 
-- was produced in India in 2015-
16, as reported by the National 
Chemical Laboratory. 

Imphal, June 17 (IANS): Over 
a thousand Indians on Sun-
day called upon Union Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh and 
Manipur Chief Minister N Bi-
ren Singh to end harassment 
and attacks on activists and 
human right defenders who 
highlighted alleged extraju-
dicial executions in the state, 
rights watchdog Amnesty 
International India said.

On June 11, a petition 
was launched by Extrajudi-
cial Execution Victim Fami-
lies Association Manipur 
(EEVFAM), which also com-
menced the global “BRAVE” 
campaign” demanding that 
there must be no attacks on 
human rights activists, said 
an Amnesty International 
India release.

It also sought that the 
government ensure all com-
plaints of intimidation and 
attacks against these activists 
are investigated in a timely, 
independent and impartial 
manner, it added.

With the Supreme Court 
in July 2017 ordering the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation 

(CBI) to investigate over 90 
alleged extrajudicial execu-
tions in Manipur, EEVFAM 
President Renu Takhellam-
bam said: “The campaign 
assumes crucial importance 
now that the Supreme Court 
ordered CBI investigation is 
underway.” 

“The heat is being turned 
up against officials who have 
allegedly been involved in ex-
trajudicial executions in Ma-
nipur. Due to this, we believe, 
human rights defenders are 
being harassed, attacked, 
threatened and intimidated,” 
she added. 

Over the last one week, 
Amnesty International India, 
EEVFAM and local NGO Hu-
man Rights Alert have been 
spreading awareness and 
mobilising support at the 
community level for human 
rights activists under attack. 

To rally support, of num-
bers of extrajudicial killings, 
the campaign had been con-
ducted community-level 
meetings in Imphal East, 
Imphal West, Bishnupur and 
Thoubal districts. 

On June 16, women from 
the local Ima market formed 
a human chain in the heart 
of the city, which stretched 
from the market to the phar-
macy where the alleged ex-
trajudicial execution of Sanjit 
Meitei took place on July 23, 
2009.

“Despite the rain and 
the ongoing flood alert, peo-
ple have come out in large 
numbers... This outpour-
ing of support for EEVFAM 
members who are seeking 
justice for the loss of their 
loved ones in alleged extra-
judicial executions highlights 
the profound connect of the 
campaign with the people 
of Manipur,” said Arijit Sen, 
Programme Manager, Am-
nesty International India. 

He added that violence 
has dominated the lives of 
the people of Manipur for 
years and the aim of cam-
paign is to turn the spotlight 
on the shrinking space for 
civil liberties and ensure hu-
man rights defenders have a 
safe and enabling environ-
ment for their work.

PTI

 A villager casts a fishing net at a flood-affected area, in Hojai on Sunday, June 17 2018.

Mirror Crossword 1852sud0ku 1692
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1851

ACROSS
1. Proportion
6. Where scientists work
10. Monetary unit of Viet Nam
14. Female reproductive organ
15. By mouth
16. Jacob’s brother
17. Presidential state
18. Rubber wheel
19. Bloodsucking insects
20. Latin for “Tufted” or “Crested”
22. Guides or attendants
24. Yield
25. Clothes
26. Have ambition
29. Tennis legend Arthur ____
30. German/American physiologist 

Jacques ____ (1859-1924)
31. Relating to coins
37. Round seed-vessels of cotton
39. Doing Business As
40. Underwater air system
41. Preceding thing
44. Voyage
45. Above
46. Dogs
48. Striker of a bell
52. Salute (like “Bravo”)
53. More sacred
54. Of sexual desire
58. Meeting line of surfaces
59. Great Lake
61. Predominated by small channels
62. Food thickener
63. Stratum or level
64. From the Greek for “To tame”
65. Golf ball supports
66. Infants
67. Actress twins Mary-Kate and 

Ashley _____ 

DOWN
1. Officer training

2. Affirm
3. Cab
4. Hot-tempered
5. Bivalve mollusk
6. Anglerfish
7. Operatic solo
8. Tavern
9. Detectives
10. City in India
11. Willow used in basketwork
12. Mother-of-pearl 
13. Surmise
21. Arabian gulf

23. Main stalks of plants
25. Pertaining to the largest 

continent
26. Medieval Latin for “White”
27. Not long now
28. Skin or fur of an animal
29. Yellow translucent resin
32. Mammary organ of cattle
33. Pertaining to statistics
34. Veer
35. In the same book or passage
36. Hats
38. Extent 

42. City in northwest 
Washington

43. Skinny
47. Go too far
48. Swindle
49. Small house or cottage
50. Seaweeds or plankton
51. Wharfs
52. Swerves
54. ____ Nam
55. Trees
56. Used in skin lotion
57. Singer Loretta ____

solutions to suD0ku 1691

23 dead in NE flood; Assam situation still grim
Manipur flood: Union Home minister 
assures assistance from Centre 

Cancer care in Assam linked to Tata centres in Mumbai, Kolkata

M’laya CM quits plastic use for his office under ‘Beat Plastic’ drive

Manipur extrajudicial killings campaign 
calls upon Rajnath to safeguard activists
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Seven of 10 most valued companies added Rs 73,871.79 crore to their total 
market valuation last week, led by Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) that 
became the first bluechip to hit a market capitalisation of Rs 7 lakh crore.

Gene variants behind kidney 
disease in kids identified

Virtual Reality can make your mind sharper

New Facebook AI system could ‘open’ closed eyes in photo

Brain values foods loaded with fats and carbs

Seven of Top 10 Valued Companies 
Add INR 73,872 Crore in Market-Cap

Samsung Galaxy A6+: Immersive 
‘Infinity Display’ in a budget

‘Worldwide 
smartphone 
shipments to grow 
1.4% in 2018’

Oil prices, monsoon to drive equity market sentiments

Over 100 planets with life-
hosting moons identified

Mumbai, June 17 (IANS): Fluc-
tuations in the prices of crude oil 
along with the pace of the mon-
soon’s progress will drive the tra-
jectory of the key equity indices 
next week, analysts opined.

According to market observ-
ers, investors will also follow the 
rupee’s movement against the US 
dollar and the direction of foreign 
fund flows for further cues.

“The markets next week will 
look forward to the outcome of 
the OPEC (Organisation of the 
Petroleum Exporting Countries) 
meeting on oil supply. Oil prices 
have already moved lower in an-
ticipation. This would help the 
INR (Indian rupee) and local bond 
yields,” Delta Global Partners 
Founder and Principal Partner 
Devendra Nevgi told IANS.

“The trade war tensions have 
further aggravated between the 
US and China and USD apprecia-

tion can dampen the EM (emerg-
ing market) sentiment. India has 
also now been drawn into the 
trade war bandwagon with retali-
atory tariffs on the US imports.”

According to Geojit Financial 
Services Head of Research Vinod 
Nair: “Global central banks are on 
a path to tighter monetary policy 
which has been outlined in US 
FED and ECB (European Central 
Bank) policy meets; this is ex-
pected to hurt emerging market 
inflows.”

“Further escalation of trade 
tensions is likely to impact near-
term market sentiments. Defen-
sive sectors like IT and pharma 
may remain attractive in the near 
term.”

Besides, the movement of In-
dian rupee against the US dollar 
and the direction of foreign fund 
flows will also set the course for 
the key indices.

“Indian rupee is unable to ben-
efit from the decline in oil prices, 
hawkish US Fed continues to 
drive the dollar higher,” Anindya 
Banerjee, Deputy Vice President 
for Currency and Interest Rates 
with Kotak Securities, told IANS.

On the currency front, the ru-
pee closed at 68.02 against the US 
dollar, weaker by 51 paise from its 
previous week’s close of 67.51 per 
greenback.

In terms of investments, pro-
visional figures from the stock 
exchanges showed that foreign 
institutional investors (FIIs) sold 
scrips worth Rs 5,294 crore, while 
the domestic institutional inves-
tors (DIIs) purchased stocks worth 
Rs 4,014.25 crore during the last 
week.

Figures from the National Se-
curities Depository (NSDL) re-
vealed that foreign portfolio in-
vestors (FPIs) divested equities 

New Delhi, June 17 
(PTI): Seven of 10 most 
valued companies add-
ed Rs 73,871.79 crore to 
their total market valu-
ation last week, led by 
Tata Consultancy Serv-
ices (TCS) that became 
the first bluechip to hit a 
market capitalisation of 
Rs 7 lakh crore.

While TCS, Reliance 
Industries Ltd (RIL), 
HUL, Infosys, Maruti 
Suzuki India, Kotak Ma-
hindra Bank and SBI 
were on the gainers side, 
HDFC Bank, ITC and 
HDFC suffered losses in 
their market capitalisa-
tion (m-cap) during the 
week to June 15.

TCS’ market valua-
tion surged Rs 35,701.47 
crore to Rs 7,05,012.98 
crore -- becoming the 
first company to close 
the trading session with 
a market valuation of 
over Rs 7 lakh crore.

The m-cap of RIL 
soared Rs 19,292.76 crore 
to Rs 6,42,363.07 crore 

New Delhi, June 17 (IANS): Aiming to 
take on its mid-range smartphone ri-
vals in India, South Korean tech major 
Samsung has introduced its contender, 
the Galaxy A6+, at a price of Rs 25,990 
for 4GB RAM and 64GB 
on-board storage 
which can be fur-
ther expanded up 
to 256GB via a Mi-
croSD card slot.

The smartphone 
features Samsung’s 
famed “Infinity Dis-
play”, which came 
into existence with its 
flagship Galaxy S8 and 
S8+ in 2017.

The Galaxy A8+, 
launched earlier this 
year, was the first non-
Samsung Galaxy S or Note 
series smartphone to sport 
the “Infinity Display” with 
an unusual aspect ratio of 
18.5:9. The tech giant is now 
bringing the “Infinity Dis-
plays” to lower-end devices to 
give a more holistic screen ex-
perience to users at lower price 
points.

Here is how the smartphone 
fared during our review.

The touch and feel of the device 
was great with the feel of a more pre-
mium Galaxy S9+, thanks to the cen-
tre-aligned, vertically stacked, dual-
primary cameras with a fingerprint 
scanner placed right below.

The Galaxy A6+ has a unimetal 
body which makes it sturdy and solid. 
There are two antenna bands running 
on either side of the phone (top and 
bottom) which enhanced the look of 
the device.

The left side of the device houses 
the volume keys and two trays. One of 
them one is solely to accommodate a 
nano-SIM card while the other can 
house a nano-SIM card and a MicroSD 
card. The right side houses the power 
button and the speaker grille.

A high point of the device is its 
6-inch AMOLED “Infinity Display” 
which can compete with devices such 
a s Honor 8 Pro despite not having 

a 2K screen.
Samsun’g proprietary Su-

per AMOLED display made 
blacks look rich with good-
viewing angles even under 
direct sunlight.

The smartphone is 
powered by the Qual-
comm Snapdragon 450 
processor which could 
handle day-to-day 
tasks with ease.

The Galaxy A6+ 
comes with dual rear 
cameras with one 
16MP sensor and 
another 5MP lens 
for depth sensing 
and an LED flash.

The device 
stands out in 
taking portrait 
shots when 
c o m p a r e d 
with devices 
in the same 

price segment. All oth-
er shots also turned out quite 

well with accurate colours.
There is a 24MP front camera with 

LED flash that was capable of taking 
good selfies and also assist while bio-
metric authentication for unlocking 
the phone.

The cameras also come equipped 
with with Bixby Vision -- a feature 
which lets users frame objects in 
their camera viewfinder or bring up 
a photo from Gallery or online and it 
helps them discover through relevant 
images. The Galaxy A6+ is backed by 
3,500mAh non-removable battery un-
der the back panel that easily lasted 
us a day on heavy usage. We tested the 
battery by running several social me-
dia apps such as Facebook, Instagram 
and Twitter multiple times a day and 
some amount of gaming.

New York, June 15 (IANS): Ever 
wondered why you tend to buy 
processed foods such as fries, 
sausages, bacon, ham or ready 
meals, even if the cost is high?

It is because human brain 
values foods that are high in both 
fat and carbohydrate than those 
containing either fat or carbohy-
drate alone, researchers say.

These foods tend to hijack 
body’s inborn signals governing 
food consumption. 

Thus, our brain’s rewarding 

system -- group of neural struc-
ture responsible for motiva-
tion, desire, craving for reward 
-- is more likely to chose them, 
a reason why people feel dif-
ficulty in losing or keeping off 
excess weight, the researchers 
explained.

“Surprisingly, foods contain-
ing fats and carbohydrates ap-
pear to signal their potential 
caloric loads to the brain via dis-
tinct mechanisms,” said Dana 
Small from the Yale University in 

the US.
“Our study shows that when 

both nutrients are combined, 
the brain seems to overestimate 
the energetic value of the food,” 
Small added.

The study published in the 
journal Cell Metabolism, ana-
lysed data from 206 adults. The 
participants underwent brain 
scans while being shown pho-
tographs of familiar snacks con-
taining mostly fat, mostly sugar, 
and a combination of fat and car-

bohydrates and were allocated 
little amount of money to bid on 
their first-choice food.

The results showed that the 
participants were willing to pay 
more for foods that combined fat 
and carbohydrates. 

The researchers noted that 
the results may help explain 
brain-body mechanisms under-
lying the genetic predisposition 
for obesity, eating in the absence 
of hunger, and difficulty losing or 
keeping off excess weight.

San Francisco, June 17 (IANS): Face-
book researchers are now working on 
a new Artificial Intelligence (AI) system 
that can make closed eyes look con-
vincingly open.

With retouching of images using 
various tools before posting them on 
social media platforms becoming a 
habit for many, the new system could 
be of immense use for users as effec-
tive handy tool to replace closed eyes 
with open ones are now hard to come 
by.  In a paper, Facebook researchers 
presented a Generative Adversarial 
Network (GAN), essentially a machine 
learning system that tries to fool it-
self into thinking its creations are real, 
TechCrunch reported on Saturday.

With data from the target people 
when they kept their eyes open, the 

GAN system learns what eyes should 
go on the person on the basis of shape, 
colour and other features of the eyes of 
a particular person.

The Facebook researchers found 
the results quite promising.

“Exemplar GANs provide a useful 
solution for image generation or in-
painting, when a region of that image 
has some sort of identifying feature,” 
the researchers wrote in the paper.

“They provide superior perceptual 
results because they incorporate iden-
tifying information stored in reference 
images or perceptual codes,” the paper 
said. In testing, people mistook the 
fake eyes-opened photos for real ones 
or said they couldn’t be sure which was 
which, more than half the time, the 
TechCrunch report said.

London, June 15 (IANS): 
Genetic variants found in 
regions that are involved 
in regulation of the im-
mune response may be 
responsible for a type of 
kidney disease among 
kids, a new study has 
shown.

Nephrotic Syndrome 
(NS), the most common 
glomerular disorder of 
childhood, causes failure 
of the kidney’s filtration 
barrier to retain protein 
in the bloodstream. Mas-
sive amounts of protein 
are then lost in the urine, 
including important clot-
ting factors and antibod-
ies to fight infection.

The results showed 
that genetic variants in 
three regions within the 
human leukocyte anti-
gen (HLA) region -- asso-
ciated with regulation of 
immune system -- of the 
genome were associated 
with pediatric NS.

Further, two of these 
risk variants were associ-
ated with decreased ex-
pression of specific HLA 

genes within the kidney’s 
filtration barrier in pa-
tients with NS.

“It is remarkable that 
all risk variants that we 
have identified are associ-
ated with other immune-
mediated diseases, 
which strongly support 
underlying immune dys-
regulation in NS,” said 
study lead, Pierre Ronco 
from INSERM (Institut 
national de la santé et de 
la recherche médicale) in 
Paris, France.

The study, published 
in the Journal of the 
American Society of Ne-
phrology, analysed the 
genomes of nearly 400 
children with the condi-
tion and also followed an 
additional 100 children.

“These robust discov-
eries suggest that as we 
continue to increase our 
sample sizes for genome-
wide association studies 
in pediatric forms of NS, 
we should continue to 
identify additional risk 
variants,” Ronco said.

New York, June 15 (IANS): Not just 
gaming or entertainment, virtual real-
ity (VR) can also help people recall in-
formation better as opposed to desktop 
computers, say researchers including 
one of Indian-origin.

The team from University of Mary-
land conducted in-depth analyses on 
whether people learn better through 
virtual, immersive environments, as 
opposed to more traditional platforms 
like a computers or tablets.

They found that people remember 
information better if it is presented to 
them in a virtual environment. 

“This data is exciting in that it sug-
gests that immersive environments 
could offer new pathways for improved 
outcomes in education and high-pro-
ficiency training,” said Amitabh Varsh-
ney, Professor of Computer Science, in 
a survey published in the journal Vir-
tual Reality.

Varshney leads several major re-
search efforts involving virtual and 
augmented reality (AR), including close 
collaboration with health care profes-
sionals interested in developing AR-
based diagnostic tools for emergency 
medicine and VR training for surgical 
residents. For the study, the team used 
the concept of a “memory palace,” 
where people recall an object or item by 
placing it in an imaginary physical loca-
tion like a building or town. 

This method has been used since 

classical times, taking advantage of the 
human brain’s ability to spatially organ-
ize thoughts and memories.

“Humans have always used visual-
based methods to help them remember 
information, whether it’s cave draw-
ings, clay tablets, printed text and im-
ages, or video,” said Eric Krokos, doc-
toral student in computer science and 
lead author on the paper. 

“We wanted to see if virtual reality 
might be the next logical step in this 
progression,” Krokos added.

For the study, the researchers re-
cruited 40 volunteers unfamiliar with 
virtual reality and split the participants 
into two groups -- one viewed infor-
mation first via a VR head-mounted 
display and then on a desktop and the 
other group did the opposite.

The results showed an 8.8 per cent 
improvement overall in recall accuracy 
using the VR headsets, a statistically sig-
nificant number.

Many of the participants said the 
immersive “presence” while using VR 
allowed them to focus better. 

“This leads to the possibility that an 
immersive virtual environment could 
enhance learning and recall by lever-
aging a person’s overall sense of body 
position, movement and acceleration,” 
said Catherine Plaisant, Senior Re-
search Scientist in University of Mary-
land Institute for Advanced Computer 
Studies.

Seoul, June 17 (IANS): Glo-
bal shipments of smart-
phones are expected to 
reach a little over 1.49 
billion units this year, up 
from 1.47 billion in 2017 -- 
a growth of 1.4 per cent, a 
report showed on Sunday. 
The smartphone shipment 
numbers are likely to rise at 
a faster clip from 2019 on-
wards once the real-world 
5G network is introduced, 
according to an indus-
try consulting firm Strat-
egy Analytics (SA), Yonhap 
news agency reported. The 
poor showing is a repeat of 
numbers for 2016 and 2017 
when annual growth was 
tallied at 1.8 per cent and 
1.2 per cent, respectively. 
This is in stark contrast to 
double digit growth post-
ed in the years after 2007, 
when Apple first launched 
its iPhone. The global re-
search and consulting 
firm said the drop in ship-
ments and sales is mainly 
due to overall improve-
ments in the capabilities 
of the latest handsets and 
a longer replacement cycle 
for recent phones. Greater 
smartphone penetration 
across the globe and high-
er unit cost also may be 
having effect on consumer 
demand, it said. SA, how-
ever, predicted that, start-
ing in 2019, there may be 
an upshift in demand for 
smartphones as the much 
quicker and more stable 
5G networks come online, 
requiring new mobile de-
vices to fully take advan-
tage of the new develop-
ments.

Washington, June 15 
(IANS): Researchers have 
identified more than 121 
giant planets that poten-
tially host moons capable 
of supporting life.

These giant planets 
have orbits within the 
habitable zones of their 
stars, meaning it’s neither 
too hot nor too cold for 
liquid water -- and poten-
tially life -- to exist. 

At more than three 
times the radii of the 
Earth, these gaseous plan-
ets are less common than 
terrestrial (rocky) planets, 
but each is expected to 
host several large moons.

“There are currently 
175 known moons orbit-
ing the eight planets in 
our solar system. While 
most of these moons orbit 
Saturn and Jupiter, which 

are outside the Sun’s hab-
itable zone, that may not 
be the case in other solar 
systems,” said Stephen 
Kane, Associate Professor 
at the University of Cali-
fornia, Riverside (UCR), 
in the US. 

“Including rocky exo-
moons in our search for 
life in space will greatly 
expand the places we can 
look.”

Scientists have also 
speculated that exo-
moons -- rocky moons 
that orbit an exoplanet 
-- might provide a favour-
able environment for life, 
perhaps even better than 
Earth. 

That’s because they 
receive energy not only 
from their star but also 
from radiation reflected 
from their planet. How-

ever, until now, no exo-
moons have been con-
firmed.

“Now that we have 
created a database of the 
known giant planets in 
the habitable zone of their 
star, observations of the 
best candidates for host-
ing potential exomoons 
will be made to help re-
fine the expected exo-
moon properties,” noted 
Michelle Hill, an under-
graduate student at the 
University of Southern 
Queensland.

The study, published 
in The Astrophysical Jour-
nal, will guide the design 
of future telescopes that 
can detect these poten-
tial moons and look for 
tell-tale signs of life, called 
biosignatures, in their at-
mospheres, Hill said.

and that of Hindustan 
Unilever Ltd (HUL) 
gained Rs 5,671.31 crore 
to Rs 3,50,929 crore.

I n f o s y s v a l u a t i o n 
jumped Rs 4,521.14 crore 
to Rs 2,79,666.55 crore 
and that of State Bank of 
India (SBI) advanced by 
Rs 4,328.43 crore to Rs 
2,47,701.93 crore.

The m-cap of Kotak 
Mahindra Bank rose by 
Rs 4,151.27 crore to Rs 
2,55,495.82 crore and 
that of Maruti went up 
by Rs 205.41 crore to Rs 
2,70,437.17 crore.

HDFC Bank’s valua-
tion plunged Rs 5,050.4 
crore to Rs 5,28,652.06 
crore.

The m-cap of ITC 
slumped Rs 4,088.44 
crore to Rs 3,22,803.60 
crore and that of HDFC 
went down by Rs 1,352.88 
crore to Rs 3,07,755.97 
crore.

In the ranking of top-
10 firms, TCS stood at 
number one position 
followed by RIL, HDFC 
Bank, HUL, ITC, HDFC, 
Infosys, Maruti, Kotak 
Mahindra Bank and SBI.

Over the last week, 
the BSE Sensex advanced 
178.47 points, or 0.50 per 
cent to end at 35,622.



6

The contents of articles in this page do not necessarily reflect the Editorial view or policy of the paper.  

DIMAPUR, MONDAY ,  JUNE 18 ,  2018 

EastErn Mirror

Blind Partisan 
Politics

The problem with our politicians is that they 
are always driven by the thoughts of narrow 
political gains over national interest and poli-

cies. The most recent example of such a mindset of 
our politicians was evident in the manner in which 
four chief ministers of the country rushed to the 
support of Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal. The 
chief ministers of Karnataka, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh 
and West Bengal said many things after being denied 
permission to meet their Delhi counterpart. But not 
a single word was spoken about the demands raised 
by Mr. Kejriwal. They sidestepped the real issues by 
simply saying that in a democracy people’s repre-
sentatives should be given the highest priority. Will 
that be enough to resolve the current impasse within 
the Delhi administration? A careful study of Kejri-
wal’s three main demands clearly points out that a 
solution of the present situation cannot be achieved 
only by giving some more powers to MPs and MLAs 
as the issues raised by him are far more complicated.

For example, since the demand for statehood of 
Delhi was raised, debate started whether it should 
be given full statehood or a limited one, keeping in 
view the fact that Delhi is the country’s capital too. 
Citing the example of other countries, along with 
security issues the Centre has all along maintained 
that granting full statehood to Delhi is not possible. 
Delhi Assembly was well within its rights to pass a 
resolution demanding statehood. But that doesn’t 
mean that the Centre will succumb to its pressure in 
the name of giving more power to the people’s repre-
sentatives. The issue can only be sorted out through 
deliberations instead of politics of agitation. Quite 
strangely, the four chief ministers who have come 
forward to support the Delhi chief minister are com-
pletely silent on this issue.

Secondly, Kejriwal demanded that IAS officers in 
Delhi should be asked to resume their duties giving 
up the protests. Few points should be noted first. 
First of all, IAS officers in Delhi are not on strike. 
They are continuing their work barring a five minute 
agitation everyday in protest against the high hand-
edness of the Kejriwal Government. Why are they 
doing so? IAS officers in Delhi are protesting against 
the misbehaviour of some of the ministers and MLAs 
with the chief secretary in presence of the chief min-
ister where the bureaucrat was allegedly beaten. The 
incident has created mistrust between the ruling 
party and the bureaucrats. How can the matter be 
resolved without the guilty being punished? Mr. Ke-
jriwal may sit in dharna inside the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor’s office for days. But will that be able to restore 
the trust between the two sides? So instead of siding 
with Kejriwal, it would have been better for the four 
chief ministers to talk to both the sides in an effort to 
remove mistrust to ensure smooth functioning of an 
elected government. Unfortunately, they ignored the 
real issues and expressed solidarity with Kejriwal just 
because all of them are opposed to the ruling party 
at the Centre. Such partisan attitude of our leaders 
will take the nation nowhere.

DAILY
PATH

T
he biggest argument 
against granting full 
statehood to Delhi is 
Arvind Kejriwal him-
self. If an election leads 

to the elevation of what a former 
Union Home Minister, Sushil Ku-
mar Shinde, called a “yeda” Chief 
Minister -- yeda is a Marathi word 
for unhinged -- when referring to 
Kejriwal, then the risk of elevating 
the status of the national capital 
cannot be taken.

Shinde’s ire related to Kejriw-
al’s dharna in a high-security zone 
on the eve of the Republic Day in 
2014 during his first term in office 
when he was the Chief Minister 
for 49 days. He had also threat-
ened to disrupt the Republic Day 
parade on that occasion and pro-
claimed himself an “anarchist”.

Although he appeared to have 
calmed down a little after winning 
a second term in 2015, his anar-
chism has again surfaced on two 
occasions. One was the reported 
assault on Delhi Chief Secretary 
Angshu Prakash by legislators of 
the Aam Admi Party (AAP) after 
Prakash was summoned to the 
Chief Minister’s residence late on 
the night of February 19, 2018, for 
a “discussion” on various issues, 

including an advertisement on 
the completion of the AAP gov-
ernment’s third year in office.

And the other is the sit-in 
by Kejriwal and other AAP lead-
ers in the Lieutenant Governor, 
Anil Baijal’s office to urge him to 
intervene in the “strike” being 
observed by the IAS bureaucrats 
over the assault on the Chief 
Secretary.

Even though Kejr iwal’s 
unique form of protest has re-
ceived support from several poli-
ticians, including West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee 
and a former member of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), 
Yashwant Sinha, the extent of 
public support -- fed up with 
mounting unsolved problems of 
the capital city -- for him is not 
known.

However, it is generally be-
lieved that Kejriwal’s support 
base comprises the slum-dwell-
ers and the poorer sections of the 
population who still have faith 
in the anti-corruption and pro-
common man plank with which 
he has been associated ever since 
the time when he was a part of 
Anna Hazare’s movement in the 
closing years of the Manmohan 
Singh government.

His role in improving the 

conditions in poorly-run govern-
ment schools and in providing 
affordable medical relief is also 
appreciated. It is the middle 
class, however, which is uneasy 
about his quirky brand of politics 
and is likely to turn even more 
against him as a result of his 
latest acts which smack of gim-
mickry.

The main grouse of this 
group against Kejriwal is his un-
ending confrontations with who-
ever he believes is his enemy. It 
isn’t only the BJP and Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi who are his 
targets. He also found it impos-
sible to get along with his earlier 
close supporters like Yogendra 
Yadav and Prashant Bhushan, 
who were virtually hounded out 
of the AAP.

While there has been a decline 
in the kind of megalomania which 
marked his earlier outlook when 
his party contested more than 
400 Lok Sabha constituencies 
in the hope of winning enough 
seats to enable Kejriwal become 
the Prime Minister, an element of 
uncompromising hauteur is still 
prevalent.

A main reason is his unwill-
ingness to accept the position of 
being the Chief Minister of a Un-
ion Territory rather than of a full 

state. Although other Chief Minis-
ters had also sought an elevation 
of Delhi’s status, they never en-
gaged in constant warfare against 
the Centre or its representative, 
the Lieutenant Governor. Instead, 
they worked within the param-
eters set down by the Constitution 
and performed creditably as the 
role of Kejriwal’s immediate pred-
ecessor, Sheila Dixit’s three terms 
and 15 years as Chief Minister 
(1998-2013), showed.

In fact, she might have won 
another term, as a BJP MP once 
said, if she had not been a victim 
of perception about Manmohan 
Singh’s virtually paralysed gov-
ernment in the period before the 
2014 general election.

It is obvious that Kejriwal’s 
overweening ambition and can-
tankerous temperament, which 
makes it difficult for him to work 
with anyone except the most 
subservient, has led to the un-
precedented standoff with the 
Lieutenant Governor.

The support which he is re-
ceiving from the BJP’s inveterate 
opponents has apparently made 
him all the more adamant, lead-
ing to a situation where govern-
ance in the national capital is 
being held hostage to the Chief 
Minister’s hubris.

One way out is for the Election 
Commission to hold a mid-term 
election for the Delhi assembly, 
perhaps along with the Madhya 
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Rajas-
than elections.

There is little doubt that the 
last election in Delhi is 2015 was 
something of an oddity in the 
sense that it led to the AAP win-
ning 67 of the 70 seats -- a feat 
which had never before been 
achieved in Delhi. Considering 
that only in the previous year, the 
BJP had won all the seven parlia-
mentary seats in the national cap-
ital, there was clearly something 
unusual about the overwhelming 
support for the AAP.

Evidently, the electorate had 
reposed an extraordinary level 
of faith in Kejriwal in the belief 
that the Magsaysay award win-
ner is the political messiah who 
will cleanse the Augean stables 
of corruption. Three years down 
the line, it is time that the faith 
of the voters is again tested to 
see whether or not they made a 
mistake or they still retain faith 
in him.

(Amulya Ganguli is a political 
analyst. The views expressed are 

personal. He can be reached at 
amulyaganguli@gmail.com)

T
he demands made by Domestic 
Workers of Nagaland as a part of 
the movement with NDWM In-
dia ( National Domestic Workers 
Movement -Nagaland Region 

) as highlighted in the local media ( 16th 
/18th June 2018)   has to be seriously looked 
into by the Govt of Nagaland . This is not 
just about the domestic workers rights and 
entitlements; this is an issue which has 
manifold implications. Look at this from 
different perspectives. This is also about 
rights and duties of the employer, about 
employers family’s safety and security and 
about effective service delivery along with 
appropriate payment like any other recog-
nised and dignified work . This is also about 
creating a huge avenue for livelihood and 
income generation/employment and pro-
moting dignity of labour and work culture 
as lessons learned from other advanced 
states and countries. To cite an example, 
the need for trained and efficient domes-
tic workers will increase with increasing 
working mothers/career women/working 
parents etc. The need for domestic workers 
will continue to increase for many other 
reasons as well in this modern society with 
the change of times and situations of the 
homes/ families. This is an inevitable fact 
we have to accept and do the right thing by 

the Govt of Nagaland and by all of us .  Need 
of the hour is to have proper laws and regu-
lations by appropriate authority ( as de-
manded by the NDWM-N) for benefit and 
security of both employees and also the 
employers , towards a just and humane so-
ciety. Besides the issues of concern of adult 
domestic workers , the rampant and dis-
turbing exploitation of poor child domestic 
helps ( servants/slave like conditions) in 
thousands of homes across Nagaland will 
eventually be prevented/ controlled if Govt 
of Nagaland listen to the desperate  voices 
of its citizens and do needful at the right 
time. If the Govt takes the appropriate steps 
as per the laws of the land as demanded by 
time and situation, here are some positive 
expected outcomes . It will :  
1. Stop exploitation of poor voiceless 

helpless labour force  ,women and chil-
dren  in particular 

2. Stop  the practice of illegal engagement 
of Child Domestic labour 

3. Promote the Right to Education of all 
children, particularly the poor children 
from remote villages and districts who 
have been deprived so far of this basic 
right in spite of various laws and acts 
passed by the Govt.  

4. Help ‘ Youth in Need’  take up part time/
full time  earning opportunities as rec-

ognised and dignified domestic work-
ers ( like elsewhere in the country and 
outside) for their own expenses without 
depending on parents and guardians 
all the time . Revive dignity of labour 
among youth in particular if given due 
recognition and given the label of ‘ 
dignified work ‘ and do away with nega-
tive connotations/misconceptions of  
‘ servants/mini/kancha/slaves ‘. Do 
away with culture of laziness and craze 
for superficial easy ‘do nothing/eko 
nakorie’ lives.  Learn to earn decently 
with dignity and stop being big time 
parasites to their parents/guardians , 
society and state .

5.  Promote capacity building through 
imparting basic training to those po-
tential/interested part time/full times/
live in workers on skills they may need 
to be effective service deliverers like any 
other professionals. Training like basics 
of housekeeping, cooking, child care, 
care giving/attending to elderly and 
sick patients, communication skills,  
etc on need based basis . Training of 
such workers can be done by proper 
registered agency which can certify for 
relevant categories of domestic work 
for their employers. 

6. Employers and employees will have 

proper standard guidelines. As such, 
mutual benefit, respect and security is 
ensured for both . 

7. Regulate Employment  for domestic 
work ( part time/full time /live in ) 
through a registered Placement agency 

8. Effectively prevent and address the is-
sues of exploitation of all kinds , theft 
and robbery, misbehaviour, run-away 
cases, poor payment, poor service,  etc 
. Problems faced by families/homes 
engaging domestic workers will also be 
addressed accordingly.   

9. Give dignity and recognition to domes-
tic work and domestic workers which  
will go a long way in addressing many 
social problems arising out of this issue 
in the home and society as a whole 

10. Give dignity and  justice  as workers 
not as mere  helpers or slaves  of their 
malik/owner  .  
Rich or poor, educated or illiterate, men 

or women, children or adults ; work is work. 
Every worker must get their due payment, 
their due respect and recognition for the 
work they do. This right must be protected 
by the Govt through proper legislations and 
the same to be  uphold and respected by all 
right thinking citizens. 

K. Ela 
Prodigals’ Home

W
hen the editor-in-chief of 
Rising Kashmir, Shujaat 
Bukhari, used the words 
“razor’s edge” for a piece 
he wrote for BBC News, 

describing what it was like to be a journalist 
in a Kashmir caught up in the blood and 
mired jackboots of the post-Burhan Wani 
phase (‘My Kashmir newspaper has been 
shut down, and I’m not surprised’, July 18; 
quoted in The Wire piece, ‘With the Kill-
ing of Shujaat Bukhari, a Fearless Voice in 
Kashmir Media Silenced’), he was not tak-
ing those words lightly, or using them for 
rhetorical flourish.

As a Kashmiri editor situated in what 
was “effectively the world’s most heavily 
militarized zone” and who yet wanted to 
be guided by journalistic principles, he 
literally had to walk the razor’s edge every 
minute he reached for the keyboard. As 
he put it in that piece, Kashmiri journalists 
“have been targeted by security forces and 
militants alike…If a local journalist reports 
an atrocity by the security forces, he risks 
being dubbed ‘anti-national’. Highlight-
ing any wrongdoing by the militants or 
separatists could easily mean that he is 
‘anti-tehreek’ (anti-movement) or a ‘col-
laborator’.” Both sides of the razor’s edge 
cut exceedingly well, and three decades of 
journalism had taught Bukhari this lesson 
well enough: censorship, crackdowns and 
bans of the Indian state, on the one hand; 
threats and abduction and physical attacks 
from faceless militants, on the other.

The Wire did an important number 
crunching exercise on the death toll in 
Kashmir (‘The Numbers Prove Kashmir Is 
a Highly Unsafe Place for Journalists’, June 
15) and came up with evidence of why it 
remains one of the most dangerous places 
to be a journalist in the world, compara-
ble to Palestine where in April this year 
photojournalist Yaser Murtaja was shot in 
the stomach and killed while covering the 
anti-Israel protests on the Gaza Strip. In 
Kashmir, an astonishingly large number of 
media persons have died since 1990 – 19 

mir as Political Problem’, June 15), provided 
evidence of this. Analysing the words of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on his 
one-day visit to the Valley this May, he 
noted that while the prime minister had 
put forward the stark choice of “tourism 
or terrorism” to the people of Kashmir on 
his visit a year earlier, this time he offered 
development to Kashmiri youth and the 
advice to go back to their homes. Bukhari 
was intrigued enough by this shift in prime 
ministerial rhetoric to dissect it, and con-
cluded that what was behind it was the 
2019 elections and the pressure on Modi to 
sell “peace” to the electorate. The last words 
of this piece reveal an investment in the 
politics of the country, “In this backdrop, 
the next few months will be interesting to 
watch.” We are now denied his informed 
assessments in the run-up to the general 
election.

A decade-and-a-half as the state cor-
respondent for a major newspaper like The 
Hindu, preceded by a period of learning 
journalistic ropes under Ved Bhasin, edi-
tor of The Kashmir Times – and one of the 
unsung greats of Indian journalism – were 
some of the reasons why Bhukari’s jour-
nalism defied the narrow frame. He also 
trained a new generation of journalists, and 
one of the poignant images we have of him 
is looking on with pride as staffers of his 
media house were awarded in a ceremony 
hosted earlier this year commemorating a 
decade of the newspaper he founded, Ris-
ing Kashmir. The focus The Wire brought 
to the assassination of Bukhari through 
its text and video (‘Jan Gan Man Ki Baat…
Shujaat Bukari and Secularism in India’) 
was, therefore, valid as Shujaat Bukhari 
remains an exemplar of Indian journalism.

The murder of any journalist dimin-
ishes the practice and purpose of journal-
ism in India as a whole. The map now en-
compasses the entire country: from south 
to north, east to west, from heartland to 
hinterland, journalists have been killed for 
their words and ideas, for making sense of 
their times. They have also been killed just 
for being there. Their eliminations remain 
one of the important indexes of social 
breakdown in the country.

including Bukhari. What is also striking is 
that these murders have been perpetrated 
by a varied range of actors: militants, para-
military forces, state police and the Indian 
armed forces.

Despite the outpouring of grief and 
outrage over the assassination of Bukhari 
among the journalist community across 
the country, we are yet to wrap our heads 
around what this loss actually means, 
not just for Indian journalism but for the 
journalism of the subcontinent. In making 
such an assessment, it becomes extremely 
important to factor in and value this re-
markable ability of his to walk the razor’s 
edge. It was a capacity that the Wire piece, 
‘Shujaat Bukhari’s Assassination is Aimed 
at Disrupting Any Move Towards Peace’ 
(June 15), took note of, “If anything, he had, 
over the years managed to successfully 
walk the fine line any professional in the 
Kashmir Valley – especially a media person 
and particularly an editor – must walk.”

Walking the razor’s edge allowed 
Bukhari to actually interpret the grow-
ing alienation of Kashmiris  to Indians 
in a manner that provided, to an extent, 
a counter-narrative to the nationalism-
on-steroids offered by primetime Indian 
television. Bukhari saw his journalism as 
dialogue in itself as well as a conduit for 
dialogue between the people and the state. 
This was also why some of his sharpest 
journalism was reserved for critiquing the 
weaponised approach adopted by the In-
dian military in its bid to quell militancy in 
the Valley. Such a strategy has always failed 
and will continue to fail, he argued – with-
out a political solution and dialogue, it is 
just the grave that beckons.

Simultaneously, Bukhari would also 
come up with a careful reading of Indian 
politics for a Kashmiri readership. An opin-
ion piece he wrote on May 25, which was 
re-published in The Wire (‘Shujaat Bukhari 
on the Cease-Fire: Delhi Must Treat Kash-

Mid-term Poll Will Call Kejriwal’s Bluff 

Domestic Workers Rights and Government of Nagaland 

What Shujaat Bukhari’s Killing Tells 
You About Journalism on the Razor’s Edge
Pamela Philipose | thewire.in

Amulya Ganguli | IANS

Credit: The Wire

God never gives up on His love and  
purposes for our lives.

I got myself into this mess, so I’d better get myself out, I 
sometimes find myself thinking.  Although I believe in a 
God of grace, I’m still prone to act as if His help is avail-

able only when I deserve it.
God’s first encounter with Jacob is a beautiful illustration 

of how untrue this is.
Jacob had spent a lifetime trying to alter his destiny. He’d 

been born second at a time when firstborn sons typically re-
ceived their father’s blessing—believed to guarantee future 
prosperity.

So Jacob decided to do whatever it would take to get 
his father’s blessing anyway. Eventually, he succeeded—
through deceit—obtaining the blessing intended for his 
brother (Genesis 27:19–29).

But the price was a divided family, as Jacob fled from 
his furious brother (vv. 41–43). As night descended (28:11), 
Jacob must have felt as far from a life of blessing as ever.

But it was there, leaving behind a trail of deception, that 
Jacob met God. God showed him he didn’t need desperate 
schemes to be blessed; he already was. His destiny—a pur-
pose far greater than material prosperity (v. 14)—was held 
securely by the One who would never leave him (v. 15).

It was a lesson Jacob would spend his whole life learn-
ing. And so will we. No matter how many regrets we carry or 
how distant God seems, He is still there—gently guiding us 
out of our mess into His blessing.

BIBLE READ:   GENESIS 28:10–22
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

He who began a good work in you will carry it on 
to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 

~ Philippians 1:6

Blessing in the Mess
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Manganiyaars performing at a wedding function. Manjoor Khan’s band The House of Gypsies (HOT-G) performing at Singapore Marina Bay Sands.
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): You may be a little 
bit disappointed to find out that the people you 
think so highly of are in fact mere reflections of 
your own personality. The planetary alignment is 

trying to teach you to believe in yourself. You just lack con-
fidence. After all, if they’re admirable people, it’s probably 
because they have great qualities - and you have them, too. 
Surprises are just around the corner.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): There’s a great day 
ahead of you, Taurus. You’ll be blessed with the 
ability to solve problems, and others will come 
looking for you today. You’ll listen, understand, 

and express empathy. You’ll be wise enough to find solu-
tions to any issues they present to you. After a day like this, 
you might ask yourself if you shouldn’t work as a therapist.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Do you feel like your 
life hasn’t changed a bit over the past few weeks? 
You feel that certain things need to change but you 
do nothing but sit there. Today, Gemini, there will 

be a lot of influences that could incite you to be a little more 
foolhardy. You don’t usually like to take risks, but if you do 
it, you’ll be greatly satisfied.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): There is a fire burn-
ing deep inside of you, Cancer. It gives you a 
lot of power and energy. People around you 
are receptive to this energy. Today a lot of your 

friends will thrive on your fire and be in the best of moods 
because of it. Don’t try to hide your energy. If you do, it may 
disappear or it could even burn you.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Enthusiasm and energy 
will be your allies today, Leo. Something differ-
ent is in the air and inciting you to move forward. 
You will make decisions and go in new directions 

for your own good and for the good of the people around 
you. Your dynamism will have a beneficial impact on your 
family. This newfound strength will give you a great boost.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You’re organized and 
rigorous, Virgo. You plan everything. But with to-
day’s energy, you’ll be inclined to let the day go 
by without keeping to a tight schedule. After all, 

not every day has to be a workday. You can worry easily, 
but don’t let this get you down. Follow the people around 
you. They’ll teach you to see the world differently. You’ll 
even think about new ways to organize your life.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22):  A lot of people around 
you might think that you are a strong individual, 
Libra. For example, you stand up against wrongs in 
the established social order. You can also be a very 

constructive person. You try to improve the world around you. 
Today, Libra, you’ll have all the time you like to meditate about 
the changes this world needs.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):  Scorpio, you are 
worried that some of the people close to your heart 
might change. You have been watching and pay-
ing attention to subtle signs and changes for quite 

some time now. Today you will feel like a guide, and you will 
help those who might need you. You will be able to show them 
the way, and help them to fulfill their needs.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21):  You’ve always 
been a loner, Sagittarius. You tend to act on your 
own and you don’t trust outside help. Over the last 
few weeks, however, you’ve managed to find people 
who have accepted you the way you are. It’s as if 

you’ve found a refuge where you can escape reality. But, you’ll 
find that if you open your heart to others, there will be addi-
tional places of refuge.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You’ve always 
felt the need to create, Capricorn. The simplest 
tasks can fulfill this need. You’re even happy if 
you sketch on a small piece of paper. Over the last 

month or so you’ve been finishing a project close to your heart. 
Don’t be afraid to show it off to your friends. People will be 
thrilled by your work. You deserve to feel proud of what you’ve 
achieved.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Some people around 
you might think that you have never really matured, 
Aquarius, that you still have the mind of a child. 
It might not seem obvious at first, but your light-
hearted attitude is also a sign of great wisdom. As 

with those who have truly committed to long-term romances, 
you will find out that you’ll never lose your lightheartedness.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20):  If you analyze your life, 
you’ll see that it has completely changed over the 
past twelve months, Pisces. You’ve matured as an 
individual and your actions have been beneficial to 

yourself and those around you. Try to make changes as often 
as you can. Don’t stop now. You need to feel that your life is 
evolving all the time. There is no time to rest

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Archana Sharma | IANS

Rajasthani Musicians Epitomise India’s 
Syncretic Culture, But are a Struggling Lot

T
hey are Muslims, yet they sing 
Krishna “bhajans” (hymns) from 
Hindu lore. They have adopted 
a hybrid culture that is a mix of 
both religions and lifestyles. Many 

of their names too blend two religions, like 
Shankar Khan and Krishna Khan.

They are the Manganiyaars, who hail 
from western Rajasthan, where a thriving leg-
acy of secular music has touched the hearts 
of music lovers not just in India but in many 
countries across the world where they have 
played. But they remain a struggling lot at 
home.

According to Manjoor Khan, a grandly-
turbaned Manganiyaar folk singer, their art 
has flourished under the Rajputs. “Hindu 
Rajputs have kept our legacies live; they 
have protected us and kept our art living and 
thriving. For years, we have been singing for 
them,” Khan told IANS.

“Since centuries, our ancestors brought 
in a musical tradition, soaking the rhythmic 
waves emanating and emerging from Per-
sia and Punjab. Over the years, our music 
earned fame as our melodies transcended 
the boundaries to win hearts of people across 
the world,” he added.

Western Rajasthan truly symbolises the 

cultural pluralism of India -- what is called 
the Ganga-Jamuna culture -- as many Mus-
lims residing here, since their birth, have 
adopted the lifestyle and dress of Hindus 
because of centuries of cultural osmosis be-
tween the two religions.

Manganiyaars’ music blends the tradi-
tions of Hindustani and Sufi music. Many 
generations were connected to both Muslim 
and Hindu families to earn their livelihood 
where they sang and composed music for 
their “jajmaans” (patrons).

The Manganiyaars story is incomplete 
without mentioning Langas, their musical 
cousins. Langa means “song giver” and in-
cludes poets, singers, and musicians from 
Barmer. They too had expertise in Sufi singing 
and hence their patrons, unlike the Mangani-
yaars, were Muslims. They too performed at 
events such as births and weddings, exclu-
sively for their patrons.

While the Hindu patrons of the Mangani-
yaars belonged to Bhati and Rathore clans of 
Rajputs, the Muslim patrons of the Langas 
were Sindhi Muslims.

The Manganiyar performers traditionally 
invoke the Hindu god Krishna and seek his 
blessings before beginning their recital while 
the Langas sing sufi songs.

Now, as their royal patrons exist no more, 
the Manganiyaars and Langas face tough 
times. Many of them still thrive on the mercy 

of their patrons’ places who are limited in 
numbers now.

While their community earns fame in 
the global arena, the Manganiyaars battle for 
their existence on home turf.

Bhungar Khan Manganiyaar, who now 
performs in countries like Australia, UK, 
Sweden, Norway, Germany and Russia, com-
plains that this age-old legacy lacks the re-
quired support from the government in India 
and the new age generation is losing interest 
in this music.

There still exists a few artists, such as his 
stage partner Asin Langa, who teaches the 
rhythms of the music to kids at his home. 
“We need proper schools and trained teach-
ers who can help build next-generation art-
ists, but this seems like a distant dream,” 
Khan says.

Asin Langa also shares the pain. “I run a 
small school at my home where I teach 15 
kids. In 2011, we received funds from Delhi 
Academy for a year which was like Rs 2,500 
per kid and Rs 7,500 per teacher. That fund 
was received in my father’s name. However, 
we are still awaiting more funds. Now, as my 
father is no more, I have inherited the task of 
teaching kids, but, at times, I too feel the fi-
nancial crunch,” Langa told IANS.

The duo believe that this legacy is going 
on due to efforts of people like them.

Manjoor Khan also runs a school with 40 

kids in Barmer which receives financial sup-
port form Mumbai-based firm JSW.

“We have been receiving a helping hand 
from private firms, but government extends 
no aid to us,” he complained.

Earlier, their music was limited to the 
borders of western Rajasthan, but now even 
Bollywood seems quite influenced with their 
magic. Recently, two children of these com-
munities made it to Bollywood chartbusters.

Sarvar Khan, 12, and Sartaaj Khan, 11, 
lent their voice to ‘Bapu sehat ke liye tu to 
hanikarak hai’ in Aamir Khan’s film “Dangal”. 
Earlier, in 2014, Swaroop Khan Manganiyar 
also won millions of hearts by singing ‘Tharki 
chokro’ in the film “PK”.

The credit for getting their music some 
national and international attention goes to 
Komal Kothari, who brought the traditional 
musicians before a larger, even global, audi-
ence. Previously, they preferred surviving on 
the patronage of wealthy merchants in cara-
van towns. As their patrons’ fortunes waned, 
so did theirs, before Kothari came along.

Also known as Komalda, he was the first 
to record the Manganiyars for a radio pro-
gramme. Awarded Padma Shri and Padma 
Vibhushan for his exceptional work in the 
field of music, he was an Indian folklorist and 
ethno-musicologist from Jodhpur.

In 1960, he met Antar Khan, a Mangani-
yar, on the street, and soon he took him to his 

office. As he was preparing his vintage tape 
recorder to record him, he saw him disap-
pear. When chased and caught, the poor man 
said that he feared his voice might be swal-
lowed by a recording machine if he sang in 
front of it.

Kothari started making quick trips to Jais-
almer, in Manganiyar country, to talk to them 
on earning a new livelihood.

In 1962, the first recording of Langa mu-
sic took place. In 1963, a Manganiyar troupe 
performed in Delhi, for the first time on stage. 
But Kothari wanted to showcase them to 
world.

In 1967, he traveled to Sweden with Langa 
troupe for their maiden performance outside 
India. Soon the Indian Council of Cultural 
Research (ICCR) got into the act. By the time 
India staged the popular Festivals of India all 
over the world in the mid-eighties, Mangani-
yars and Langas had become the darlings of 
international audiences.

Today, Rajasthan’s tourism industry is 
driven quite substantially by these charis-
matic performers. But they fear that without 
institutionalised support, their tradition may 
just die out.

 (The weekly feature series is part of a 
positive-journalism project of IANS and the 
Frank Islam Foundation. Archana Sharma 

can be contacted at archana.s@ians.in)

T
he three column, six inch-deep 
headline on page 1 of the Daily 
Telegraph caught my eye: “Doors 
open to thousands more skilled 
migrants.”

Given the anti-immigrant rhetoric I had 
heard in Rome and elsewhere in Europe, the 
headline was refreshing. Even more notice-
able was the name of the Home Secretary, 
Sajid Javid, the third-highest ranked member 
of Prime Minister Theresa May’s cabinet who 
had reversed policy with the statement which 
formed the headline.

The 48-year-old son of Pakistani migrants 
who started business with a 500 pound bank 
loan had already established his “clubability” 
with the Conservative Party when he became 
Managing Director of Deutsche Bank.

Of comparable agility in the political race 
is the high profile Mayor of London, Sadiq 
Khan, of the Labour party. He is only 41 but 
has already graduated through a stint in the 
cabinet as Transport Minister. “I am the first 
Muslim in Britain to have attended cabinet 
meetings,” Khan said with pride.

One of the obstacles in the way of Donald 
Trump making a state visit in 2017, a banquet 
with the Queen et al, was the Conservative 

Party’s very bipartisan objection: How can we 
host a US President who has imposed restric-
tions on citizens of Muslim countries? “We 
have a Muslim mayor and therefore a state 
visit by Trump is out of the question.”

“There are two Muslims in this country 
who are positioned to make a bid for the Prime 
Minister’s post,” said Lord Meghnad Desai. 
He was chairing a discussion on “India at 70: 
Nehru to Modi” in Committee Room 1 of the 
House of Lords. Instantly a question surfaced: 
Can a Muslim nurse such aspirations back 
home where he has a history for a 1,000 years?

Last year, at a similar seminar at King’s 
College, London, someone pointed to the 
presence of four Muslims in the English cricket 
team. This time I find that even the ever-
present Moeen Ali, with a beard longer than 
W.G. Grace’s, is not in the squad. This waxing 
and waning is itself proof of a consistent quest 
for merit. It is not just a blanket upward mobil-
ity that Muslims have acquired: A process of 
distillation is taking place.

The post-9/11 war on terror which distort-
ed most democracies by transferring extraor-
dinary powers to the Deep State did not leave 
Britain unscathed. But persistent reliance on 
the Rule of Law has kept prejudice from taking 

root at an institutional level. The brief travel I 
have undertaken from London to Manchester 
has been something of an eye-opener.

A distinguished psychiatrist with the 
National Health Service married to my sister 
has been bed-ridden with a stroke he suffered 
three years ago. The care he has received in 
hospitals has to be seen to be believed. He is 
under 24/7 observation. The four very English 
“carers” who visit him round the clock have 
virtually become members of the family. It 
would be malicious to put it down to the aro-
matic cuisines my sister rustles up every time 
the carers arrive.

One evening I was invited to a “All Faith”, 
post-Iftar talk on a theme which surprised me 
because of its incongruity: “Wave of Populism 
in Europe”. It was all very graceful.

Earlier, in London, I had seen Labour lead-
er Jeremy Corbyn, the local Rabbi and Priests 
of various churches breaking bread with their 
hosts at a “street Iftar Party” outside Finsbury 
Park mosque. The enthusiastic white, English 
participation in the event was heartwarming.

The war on terror with its random targets 
did cast the Muslim in an unfortunate image, 
particularly during the Tony Blair years. But 
excesses of those years also filled the ordinary 

people with a sense of guilt and compassion.
This somewhat exclusive focus on the 

Muslim in Britain must not obscure the overall 
south Asian profile in the country. A recent 
study produced a very negative image of Paki-
stanis among the public. A total of 1,668 British 
adults were asked last month to indicate the 
extent to which Indians, Bangladeshis and Pa-
kistanis made a positive or negative contribu-
tion to life in UK. The image of Indians was by 
far the most positive. 25 percent of those asked 
thought that Indians made a positive contri-
bution. When positive and the negative figures 
were placed side by side for Bangladeshis and 
Pakistanis their score was -4 (minus four) and 
-3 (minus three), respectively.

Obviously proportionate to their popula-
tion in the country, there are fewer Muslims 
in the high aspirational bracket than there 
are Indians, mostly Hindus in diverse careers. 
This imbalance can be traced to India’s social 
history. The majority community took to west-
ern education in late 19th century itself while 
Muslims remained anchored to feudal nostal-
gia and their rich Urdu culture.

I, in my earlier years, have seen this coun-
try rattled by Enoch Powell’s anti-immigrant 
speech in 1968, exactly 50 years ago: “Like the 

Roman, I see the Tiber foaming with blood.” 
The Liberal press reached out for Powell’s 
jugular and for a while Powellism appeared to 
be receding. But soon enough the country ex-
perienced another bout of street racism. “Paki 
bashing” became the war cry in the run-down 
parts of the country. But such upheavals never 
unhinged Britain from its basic anchor: The 
Rule of Law. It is this anchor which has been 
the primary enabling factor in Sajid Javid and 
Sadiq Khan’s rise.

It may be instructive for us in India that 
Britain is a very resilient Protestant monarchy 
which overseas secularism tied with hoops of 
steel to the Rule of Law.

It would be absurd to compare apples and 
oranges. The bewildering variety of our civili-
sational tapestry is unique. Even so our trajec-
tory could have borne some resemblance to 
“genuine equal rights”, a phenomena Britain 
can boast of. Instead our politicians dissem-
bled at the very outset leading us into a messy 
path. I shall explain.

(Saeed Naqvi is a commentator on 
political and diplomatic affairs. The views 

expressed are personal. He can be reached on 
saeednaqvi@hotmail.com)

Two Muslims Near the Very Top in British Politics
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Andhra, Bihar seek special status, Modi 
assures provisions at bifurcation time

Punjab police bust international 
drug racket; 4 arrested

Public representative kicks woman in Telangana

Gang targeting rich French 
nationals in Puducherry: HC

Kejriwal guarantees IAS officers’ security, asks them to return to work

Prime Minister Narendra Modi shakes hands with Andhra Pradesh CM N Chandrababu Naidu as Karnataka CM H D Kumaraswamy, West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee and Kerela 
CM Pinarayi Vijayan look on during the governing council meeting of the NITI Aayog, in New Delhi on Sunday, June 17.

PTI

AAP leader Ram Niwas Goyal and Sushil Gupta, with party workers, march from Mandi House to the prime minister’s residence 
in support of Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s dharna at the LG’s office, in New Delhi on Sunday, June 17.

PTI

Monsoon toll rises 
to 54 in Kerala 

Ne w  D e l h i , Ju n e  1 7 
(IANS): Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Sun-
day assured states like 
Andhra Pradesh and Bi-
har, which have been de-
manding special status 
category, that the Centre 
is committed in “letter 
and spirit” to adhere to 
statutory provisions in 
place at the time of the 
bifurcation of states.

Briefing reporters 
here following the fourth 
meeting of the Govern-
ing Council of the NITI 
Aayog, its Vice Chairman 
Rajiv Kumar said that the 
Prime Minister, who ad-
dressed the Chief Minis-
ters, clarified the Central 
government’s position on 
the claims of some states 
for special status.

His assurance came 

after Andhra Pradesh 
Chief Minister Chan-
drababu Naidu raised his 
long-pending demand of 
special category status 
which was supported by 
Bihar Chief Minister Nit-
ish Kumar.

“S o m e  s t a t e s  d i d 
raise the issue of special 
status. The discussions 
were more focused on 
the statutory provisions 

that were in place at the 
time of the bifurcation 
of states and the Prime 
Minister said that the 
central government is 
committed in letter and 
spirit to adhere to those 
provisions,” Rajiv Kumar 
said.

Earlier, Naidu raised is-
sues related to bifurcation, 
agenda and other pressing 
needs of the state. 

“ R e c e i v e d  o v e r -
whelming support from 
Chief Ministers, officials 
and dignitaries at the 
4th Governing Council 
meeting at @NITIAayog, 
where we discussed is-
sues relating to the AP Re-
organization Act, 2014,” 
Naidu said in a tweet.

During his 20-minute 
s p e e c h ,  h e  a l s o  d e -
manded the special cat-

Hyderabad, June 17 (IANS): In a shock-
ing incident, a block-level public repre-
sentative in Telangana kicked a woman 
after she hit him with a ‘chappal’ over a 
land issue on Sunday.

Mandal (block) Parishad president 
(MPP) Immadi Gopi kicked the woman 
in full public view. The video clip of the 
incident which has since gone viral on 
social media shows A. Rajavva falling on 
ground after the public representative 
kicked her in the chest.

The incident took place in Indalwai 
block headquarters in Nizamabad dis-
trict.

The woman and her family members 
were staging a protest in front of Gopi’s 
house over the delay in handing over the 
possession of a land they had bought 
from him.

The family had purchased the land 
for Rs 33 lakh about 10 months ago but 
Gopi did not hand over the possession 
of the property and demanded an ad-
ditional Rs 23 lakh.

Rajavva and her family members 
had been demanding him to honour 
the original agreement by handing over 
the property. The two sides had a minor 
scuffle last week.

The family again approached Gopi 
with their request. When he refused to 
listen, the woman picked up her ‘chap-
pal’ and slapped him. He retaliated by 
kicking her in the chest. The woman’s 
relatives then pushed down Gopi.

Police registered a case against Gopi 
for the assault. A police officer said they 
will conduct an investigation before tak-
ing further action.

Chandigarh, June 17 (PTI): With the 
arrest of four people, including a Cana-
dian national, the Punjab police today 
busted an international drug syndicate, 
an official said.

He said these arrests have exposed a 
module that was involved in smuggling 
opium and the potent date-rape drug 
ketamine.

The accused were allegedly using 
the courier services route to smuggle 
drugs abroad, said Assistant Inspector 
General of Counter Intelligence, Punjab 
Police, H P S Khakh.

The racket was allegedly found to 
be masterminded by Canadian citizen, 
Kamaljit Singh Chauhan, residing in 
Toronto in Canada, who originally hails 
from Phillaur district in Jalandhar and 
Davinder alias Dev of Ganganagar in 
Rajasthan, and currently residing at 
Khanna in Ludhiana, he said.

While Dev is among the four arrest-
ed, Chauhan is yet to be apprehended, 
he said. “Dev, a big name in the drug 
smuggling world, had been under close 
watch by the Enforcement Directo-
rate and the Narcotics Control Bureau 
(NCB),” Khakh said in an official state-
ment issued here.

The police also seized 4.75 kg of 
ketamine and 6 kg of opium, neatly 
packed in double layered seven big 
cooking bowls, the official said.

“Apart from Dev (68), the other ar-
rested accused have been identified 
as Ajit Singh (45) of Jaitewali village 
in Jalandhar, Tarlochan Singh (42) of 
Jaitewali village and Gurbax Singh (50) 
of Katthe village in Hoshiarpur,” he said.

Acting on a tip-off, the police car-
ried out a special operation on Haripur 
T-Point near Jandu Singhaand in Jaland-
har and arrested the four people who 
were travelling in two cars.

They were carrying seven big cook-
ing bowls containing drugs which 
was meant for transporting to Canada 
through a courier company, Khakh said.

“The use of private couriers or postal 

services is a new modus operandi used 
by global drug smugglers to avoid police 
and other agencies. Preliminary investi-
gations have revealed that the consign-
ment was prepared by Kamaljit Chau-
han, who visited India last winter and 
fixed a deal with the accused persons 
for smuggling ketamine and opium to 
Canada,” he said.

As per the agreement, Dev and Ajit 
Singh alias Jeet were to arrange drugs 
from their sources and pack them 
properly while Chauhan had taken the 
responsibility to further take the drugs 
to Canada, Khakh said.

“On a trial basis, they sent two 
consignments of opium, weighing 6 kg 
and 14 kg respectively, packed nicely 
in sweet boxes, to Chauhan, who took 
this delivery near Jalandhar bus stand 
through his men,” he said.

“After successfully taking two de-
liveries, Chauhan asked Dev and Jeet 
to now deliver ketamine along with 
opium,” he said.

“On Chauhan’s direction, Jeet pur-
chased 14 big cooking bowls from 
Malerkotla, and, after hiding the drugs 
in between two layers, he got the upper 
brims of two bowls soldiered to make 
them appear as one bowl,” the official 
said giving details of the modus oper-
andi adopted by the accused.

Seven such bowls were prepared 
by Jeet, who was specially trained in 
welding and had bought opium from 
Madhya Pradesh and ketamine from 
Rampur in Uttar Pradesh, he said, add-
ing that Jeet also involved his brother 
Tarlochan Singh, a truck driver, and his 
cousin Gurbax Singh.

Besides, the four arrested accused, 
Chauhan too was booked and an FIR 
was registered today under various pro-
visions of the IPC and Narcotic Drugs 
and Psychotropic Substances Act, he 
said.

All payments were being made 
through hawala channels, which are 
also under investigation, he said. 

Chennai, June 17 (PTI): 
The Madras High Court 
has refused to quash 
criminal proceedings 
against a couple in a case 
of alleged land grabbing 
in Puducherry, observing 
that they were part of a 
gang which targeted rich 
French nationals to usurp 
their properties by forg-
ing documents.

Justice P N Prakash, 
dismissing petitions by 
the couple, directed a 
judicial magistrate court 
in Puducherry, a former 
French colony, to go 
ahead with the case, say-
ing there was sufficient 
material against the two 
for framing charges.

“. . . the accused in 
this case are not simple 
people, but belong to 
a gang which identifies 

rich French nationals 
with huge properties in 
Puducherry and usurps 
them by creating fake 
documents,” the judge 
pointed out in his order, 
citing arguments during 
the hearing.

The judge said if the 
accused do not co-oper-
ate, they can be remand-
ed to custody.

The case was filed on 
a complaint from Marie 
Jacques that her father 
Saint Jacques Antoine’s 
properties across Pu-
ducherry was grabbed by 
using fake documents af-
ter he was killed in 2006.

Based on her com-
plaint, the police regis-
tered a case against 16 
people, including the 
couple -- K Elumalai and 
E Karpagam -- and filed 

a final report before the 
Judicial Magistrate-II, 
Puducherry.

Justice Prakash also 
wondered how the quash 
petitions were allowed 
to be filed without im-
pleading Marie Jacques, 
the original complain-
ant, as respondent. The 
petit ioners had only 
cited the police as the 
respondent.

“It is not known as to 
how the registry num-
bered the petitions when 
instructions have been 
given to the effect that the 
de facto complainant/
victim should be shown 
as a respondent in quash 
applications,” he said.

This aspect would be 
dealt by the court on the 
administrative side, he 
said in the recent order.

feeling safe. We have gone out 
of the way to ensure that public 
do not suffer, their work does 
not suffer, but we will not work 

at the cost of our life.
“We don’t go to places where 

we don’t feel safe. We need a 
culture of trust to work,” IAS 

Association Secretary Manisha 
Saxena, who is a Divisional 
Commissioner and Secretary, 
Arts, Culture, Languages, had 

Thiruvananthapuram/
Kozhikode, June 17 
(PTI): With the recovery 
of one more body, that 
of a 54-year-old woman 
from under the rubble 
in a landslide, the toll in 
rain related incidents in 
Kerala rose to 54 today 
since the onset of the 
South West monsoon 
late last month.

T h e  b o d y  o f  t h e 
woman was recovered at 
Kattipara in Kozhikode 
district, three days after 
the landslide occurred, 
official sources said.

With this, the toll in 
the landslide incident 
alone has gone up to 13.

Search operations 
are on by the National 
Disaster Management 
Force personnel to find 
the remaining person, 
they said.

Kerala Revenue Min-
ister E Chandrasekaran 
who visited the landslide 
hit areas at Kattipara and 
said the cabinet would 
decide the quantum of 
compensation for those 
who suffered heavy 
losses in landslides and 
floods

He also warned of 
severe action against 
those indulged in unau-
thorised constructions 
in ecologically fragile 

zones.
M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e 

Kozhikode District Col-
lector U V Jose ordered 
an enquir y into the 
charge that construc-
tion of an illegal check 
dam for a farm atop the 
Karinchola hills near 
Kattipara added to the 
intensity of the land-
slide.

A  m e e t i n g  c o n -
vened by minister T 
P Ramakrishnan and 
A K Saseendran, co-
o r d i n a t i n g  r e s c u e 
operations,directed of-
ficials to take immediate 
steps to estimate the loss 
incurred by the heavy 
monsoon rains in the 
district and submit a 
report.

The details of the re-
port will be discussed in 
the next cabinet meet-
ing, Ramakrishnan told 
reporters.

Meanwhile,officials 
at the state Control room 
for Disaster Manage-
ment in Thiruvanan-
thapuam said the flood 
situation has improved 
all over the state with 
water receding from al-
most all areas.

People have started 
moving back to their 
h o m e s  f r o m  r e l i e f 
camps, they said.

egory status for Andhra 
Pradesh.

Nitish Kumar also 
raised the demand for 
special status and sup-
ported Naidu’s move.

On the issue of the 
minimum support price 
(MSP) for crops raised 
in Budget 2018-19 to-
wards doubling farm-
ers’ incomes, the Vice 
Chairman described the 
MSP issue as “work-in 
progress”.

“The details are being 
worked out and a bou-
quet of options will be 
offered to the states for 
them to meet the Prime 
Minister’s promise of an 
increase of 1.5 times in 
the MSP,” he said.

Rajiv Kumar said that 
the Prime Minister, who 
is also the Chairperson 
of the Niti Aayog - the 
think-tank that replaced 
the erstwhile Planning 
Commission - also di-
rected that a committee 
be formed to look into 
farmers’ issues.

It was also suggested 
at the discussions that 
states should also set up 
their own GDP targets 
which all add up to com-
pose the national gross 
domestic product (GDP), 
he added.

Infant kidnapped by persistent 
suitor, rescued within hours

New Delhi, June 17 (IANS): A four-year-old boy was 
kidnapped by a man, who was persistently after his 
mother to marry him, in a bid to mount more pres-
sure on her but the child was safely rescued within 
hours, police said on Sunday.

According to police, the woman lives separated 
from her husband.

Accused, Shiv Kumar, a labourer working in 
Kolkata, went to her house in Madhu Vihar area of 
east Delhi to wish Eid to the family, and ran away 
with the child to board a train to Kolkata, said Dep-
uty Commissioner of Police, East, Pankaj Kumar 
Singh.  However, police, who were alerted, traced 
and arrested Shiv Kumar from Connaught Place 
here and rescued the baby, within six hours, the of-
ficer said. 

The accused told police that he wanted to mar-
ry the child’s mother, who was not agreeing to it. 
“Therefore to mount pressure, he kidnapped her 
child,” the DCP added.

Posters, online campaigns for 
missing Kolkata cat

Kolkata, June 17 (IANS): Consumed by the pain of 
losing his cat, a college professor has put up hun-
dreds of posters across south Kolkata streets and 
started social media campaigns in the hope of get-
ting his pet back. Kallol Roy, a professor of English 
language in a Kolkata college, has not been able to 
find his 10-year-old cat ‘Bombom’ since June 2.

He has taken up unique ways to find the feline 
like putting up pictorial posters across Ballygunge 
area, describing the pet as a “10-year-old pam-
pered child” who has gone missing.

The professor has distributed fliers with the 
newspapers in the neighbourhood urging people 
to immediately inform him if they locate Bombom 
and also offered prize money.

“Our lives revolve around Bombom. My moth-
er has fallen sick since he has gone missing. I have 
also been upset and have lost interest in work,” 
said Roy, a Ballygunge Phari resident.

Roy said his cat can be identified by its spotted 
face and dark eyes. He said he is banking on the 
locals’ initiative to locate the animal as the social 
media campaign #Bombomgonemissing has been 
poured with comments and responses by the neti-
zens. “I will lodge a police complaint if required,” 
he said. 

Dragged by car, Bhopal police 
officer critical

Bhopal, June 17 (IANS): An Assistant Sub-inspec-
tor (ASI) of Madhya Pradesh Police was in critical 
condition here on Sunday after a car hit him and 
dragged him for 500 metres, police said.

The incident took place on Saturday night 
when Amrit Lal Bhilala, who was on checking 
duty in Nishatpura area, tried to stop the speed-
ing car, according to police.

Instead of stopping the car, the driver hit Bhi-
lala who fell on the ground. The driver then tried 
to run over him but the officer held on to a part 
of the vehicle following which he was dragged for 
half a kilometre.

Bhilala has been admitted to a hospital. Police 
said the vehicle has not been identified.

5 hurt as gunpowder explodes 
in Raj village

Jaipur, June 17 (PTI): Five people were injured 
today when the gunpowder they were filling in 
a cannon during a religious ceremony in Rajas-
than’s Bharatpur district exploded, a police offi-
cial said.

Four of the injured were critical and rushed 
to a Jaipur hospital, the official said. The incident 
happened in a village in Bayana town. The gun-
powder caught fire and exploded, he said.

NEWS IN BRIEF

told reporters on Sunday af-
ternoon. 

She also refuted Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) leaders’ charge of 
civil servants being on strike, 
saying officers are attending all 
the statutory meetings and also 
working overtime. 

Assuaging them with the 
promise of their safety, Kejriwal 
urged the bureaucrats to stop 
boycotting the government and 
start meeting the ministers and 
take their phone calls. 

“They should work without 
fear or pressure. They should 
not come under any pressure 
from any sources whether state 
government or Central govern-
ment or any political party,” he 
added. 

Also on Sunday, AAP led a 
massive protest rally through 
the heart of the city demand-
ing from the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi for his inter-
vention in the matter and per-
suading the bureaucrats to 
return to work. 

New Delhi, June 17 (IANS): 
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal on Sunday assured 
the IAS officers of their safety 
and security and urged them 
to “return to work” and attend 
ministers’ meetings.

“I wish to assure them that 
I will ensure their safety and 
security with all my powers 
and resources available at my 
command. I have given similar 
assurances earlier also to many 
officers who have been meeting 
me privately. I reiterate it today,” 
Kejriwal said in a letter posted 
on his Twitter account. 

The IAS Officers’ Associa-
tion had earlier in the day told 
reporters that they feared for 
their safety under this gov-
ernment and had alleged that 
despite cases of assault on civil 
servants, there has been no 
assurance from the Chief Min-
ister. 

“We all had various experi-
ences of assault. We will not 
attend a meeting if we are not 
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News IN BrIef
At least seven killed, 28 injured in 
Mexico bus crash
Mexico City, June 17 (IANS): At least seven people were 
killed and another 28 injured in a bus crash in the city of  
Guadalajara in west Mexican state of Jalisco, the local 
prosecutor announced on Saturday. The vehicle, with 
around 40 passengers on board, overturned and fell into 
a canal on Friday night when it was travelling through 
Tlaquepaque, a town southeast of Guadalajara, reported 
Xinhua news agency. The Jalisco prosecutor-general issued 
a statement, saying that by Saturday, seven people had 
been killed in the crash, including two children of 2 and 
11 years old. 

20 injured in shooting at US art 
festival, suspect dead
Trenton (US), June 17 (IANS): At least 20 people were 
injured early on Sunday when some gunmen opened fire 
at a crowd at a 24-hour art festival in Trenton, New Jersey, 
authorities said, adding one suspect was killed and another 
was taken into custody. Among the injured is a 13-year-
old, who is in extremely critical condition, CNN reported 
quoting the Mercer County Prosecutor’s Office. Police are 
investigating to determine if there were more suspects.  
“Multiple weapons have been recovered,” prosecutor 
Angelo Onofri said. “Twenty individuals were treated 
for a variety of gunshot wounds as well as other injuries.”

Cambodian Prince’s wife killed in 
accident
Phonm Penh, June 17 (IANS): Cambodian Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh’s wife was killed on Sunday in a 
road accident in Sihanoukville province, police said. “The 
prince’s wife died due to severe injuries,” Xinhua news 
agency quoted a police officer as saying.  He added that 
the 74-year-old prince was airlifted to a hospital in Phnom 
Penh for medical treatment. The accident took place at 
9 a.m. in Prey Nop district when a taxi coming from 
the opposite direction crashed into the prince’s car. Five 
passengers in the taxi were also injured. Prince Ranariddh 
is also the President of  the Supreme Privy Advisory 
Council to King Norodom Sihamoni, his half-brother. 
The prince was co-prime minister from 1993 to 1997 and 
president of the National Assembly from 1998 to 2006.

Seoul asks Pyongyang to move 
artillery from border
Seoul, June 17 (IANS): South Korea asked North Korea 
in military talks last week to move its long-range artillery 
away from the border area to lessen tensions, authorities 
said on Sunday. Seoul proposed that Pyongyang redeploy 
its artillery to a zone 30 to 40 km away from the border. 
“We conveyed our position to the North that in light 
of  consultations between the North and the US over 
the denuclearization issue, we have to craft measures to 
drastically reduce military tensions by removing practical 
threats,” an informed official told Yonhap News Agency.
North Korea has 14,100 artillery pieces and a majority of  
them are based close to the border, a South Korean defense 
report said in 2016. Seoul is within the range of North 
Korean artillery. 

Merkel planning special EU summit 
on migrant crisis — Report
Frankfurt, June 17 (IANS): German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel is planning a special summit with the European 
Union (EU) member states, particularly those affected by 
the refugee crisis, the German newspaper “Bild” reported 
on Saturday. The special summit will most likely take place 
before the summer EU summit set to start on June 28, 
Xinhua said quoting the report. The German Chancellor 
is struggling to avert a crisis within her coalition on migrant 
policy. Earlier, BBC reported that a rift has opened between 
Merkel and her Interior Minister Horst Seehofer of the 
Christian Social Union (CSU) over the migrant policy, 
as the latter has sought powers for the police to turn away 
undocumented migrants at the border. She was criticised 
for letting in about one million in 2015. 

Trump to nominate OMB official 
to lead consumer watchdog
Washington, June 17 (PTI/AP): President Donald 
Trump intends to nominate an associate director at 
the Office of  Management and Budget to lead the 
government’s consumer watchdog agency, the White 
House has announced. Spokeswoman Lindsay Walters 
yesterday said that Kathy Kraninger “will bring a fresh 
perspective and much-needed management experience” 
to the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, which the 
administration has been trying to rebrand as the Bureau 
of Consumer Financial Protection. Trump’s budget chief, 
Mick Mulvaney, has been filling in as the bureau’s acting 
director along with running the OMB since late November 
when his predecessor, Richard Cordray, resigned. Since 
then, Mulvaney has steered the bureau in a more industry-
friendly direction. In her statement, Walters said the agency 
had been “plagued by excessive spending, dysfunctional 
operations, and politicized agendas” in the past and that 
Kraninger would continue to implement the policies 
Mulvaney put in place.

Missing workers, including Indians, 
from Nepal hydro project rescued 
Kathmandu, June 17 (PTI): Four people, including two 
Indians, who had gone missing after a huge mass of earth 
caved in at a tunnel site of  the Arun III hydro power 
project in eastern Nepal, have been rescued after nearly 40 
hours. Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Nepalese 
counterpart K P Sharma Oli had last month jointly laid the 
foundation stone of the 900-megawatt plant in Tumlingtar 
area. The mud mound at Numko Fyaisando tunnel had 
caved in and swept away the workers along with a dozer 
on Friday night. Those swept away were identified as dozer 
operator Budhan Munda, 55, of Jharkhand, and pump 
helper Nanda Kishor, 45, of Bihar besides locals Pradip 
Shahi, 32 and Prem Pariyar, 44, my Republica quoted a 
police official as saying. 

Nepal PM’s China visit to deepen 
bilateral ties
Kathmandu, June 17 (IANS): Nepal Prime Minister 
K.P. Sharma Oli’s upcoming visit to China will deepen 
bilateral ties and cooperation between the two countries, a 
Communist Party of Nepal (NCP) official said on Sunday. 
NCP spokesman Narayan Kaji Shrestha told Xinhua news 
agency that a Standing Committee meeting of the party 
held here on Saturday discussed Oli’s five-day official visit 
slated to begin from June 19. “We hope that the visit will be 
significant to deepen bilateral cooperation between Nepal 
and China,” he said. On the occasion, Prime Minister Oli, 
who is also NCP’s Chairman, told party leaders that his visit 
to China will be historic. Foreign Minister Pradeep Kumar 
Gyawali said the visit will “promote our national interests”. 

Kabul, June 17 (PTI/AFP): 
A suicide attack in restive 
eastern Afghanistan today 
killed at least 18 people in 
a crowd celebrating the 
Eid holiday, the second 
assault in as many days 
to mar an unprecedented 
ceasefire. 

There was no immedi-
ate claim of responsibility 
for the suicide attack in 
Jalalabad city, outside the 
office of the Nangarhar 
provincial governor.

The Is lamic State 
group, which was not part 
of the truce, had claimed 
an even deadlier blast near 
the city a day earlier.

Further dampening 
hopes for peace after ju-
bilant scenes during the 
ceasefire over the Muslim 
holiday, the Taliban an-
nounced they would not 
be extending the truce 
beyond tonight.

Nangarhar provincial 
health director Najibullah 
Kamawal put the death 
toll from today’s blast at 18 
with 49 wounded.

“Some of the wounded 
are in a serious condition,” 
Kamawal added, suggest-
ing the death toll could 
rise.

Governor’s spokesman 
Attaullah Khogyani said 
14 people had been killed 
and 45 wounded when 
the bomber on foot blew 
himself up among a crowd 
of Taliban fighters, local 
elders and civilians leaving 
the governor’s compound 
after attending a special 
event for Eid.

Yesterday a suicide as-
sault on a gathering of Tali-
ban, security forces and 
civilians in the province 
killed at least 36 people 
and wounded 65, Kama-
wal told AFP. 

The Is lamic State 
group’s Afghanistan fran-
chise claimed responsibil-
ity for that attack.

Taliban spokesman 
Zabihullah Mujahid an-
nounced the decision to 
resume fighting after Pres-
ident Ashraf Ghani said 
Saturday a government 
truce with the militants 
would be extended. He 
asked the group to recip-
rocate.

“The ceasefire ends to-
night and our operations 
will begin, inshallah (God 
willing). We have no inten-
tion to extend the cease-
fire,” Mujahid told AFP in 

a WhatsApp message.
Mujahid made no 

reference to Ghani’s an-
nouncement.

The first formal na-
tionwide ceasefire since 
the 2001 US invasion had 
been widely welcomed 
across the country as 
Afghans - Taliban, secu-
rity forces and civilians 
- celebrated Eid, the holi-
day that caps the fasting 
month of Ramadan.

Taliban fighters and 
security forces embraced 
and took selfies with each 
other over the first two 
days of the Muslim holi-
day.

Civilians also flocked 
to greet the militants, who 
had left their posts or areas 
under their control to cel-
ebrate the halt in hostili-
ties, fuelling hopes among 
war-weary Afghans that 
peace was possible.

Ghani’s extension of 
the government’s eight-
day ceasefire, which had 
been due to expire Tues-
day night, drew immedi-
ate international support 
and calls for the Taliban to 
follow suit.

T h e  Ta l i b a n  h a d 
agreed to a truce but only 

for the first three days of 
Eid, which started Friday, 
promising not to attack 
Afghan soldiers or police. 
They would, however, 
continue attacking US-led 
NATO troops.

With the ceasefire due 
to end tonight, fighting is 
likely to resume on Mon-
day.

Further unnerving 
some ordinary Afghans, 
who have borne the brunt 
of the war, is the number 
of Taliban fighters now 
inside cities around the 
country.

Before the Taliban’s 
ceasefire had even started, 
analysts had expressed 
cautious optimism that the 
truces, if successful, could 
help build trust between 
the government and the 
Taliban and lay the ground-
work for peace talks.

But it was clear today 
that not everyone in the 
Taliban approved of the 
bonhomie between their 
fighters and security forces.

The Taliban ordered 
their fighters to avoid 
gatherings of security forc-
es and civilians, ostensibly 
to avoid further civilian 
casualties, following Sat-
urday’s attack.

“The enemy has mis-
used the ceasefire issue 
and there is a chance of 
more such bad incidents 
happening,” Mujahid said 
in an earlier message.

But some Taliban com-
manders also told AFP 
they disapproved of their 
fighters visiting govern-
ment-controlled areas and 
celebrating with police 
and troops.

The Taliban’s decision 
to resume fighting came as 
no surprise to several West-
ern diplomats in Kabul. 

“If they extend the 
ceasefire they will be com-
pelled to talk, which I think 
the Taliban isn’t interested 
in. They’re looking for an 
outright victory,” one dip-
lomat told AFP on condi-
tion of anonymity.

Kano (Nigeria), June 17 
(PTI/AFP): Suspected Boko 
Haram jihadists killed at 
least 31 people in a twin 
suicide bomb attack on a 
town in northeast Nigeria, 
a local official and militia 
leader said today. 

Two blasts r ipped 
through the town of Dam-
boa in Borno state yes-
terday evening targeting 
people returning from 
celebrating the Eid al-Fitr 
holiday, in an attack bear-
ing all the hallmarks of 
Boko Haram.

Following the suicide 
bombings, the jihadists 
fired rocket-propelled 
grenades into the crowds 
that had gathered at the 
scene of the attacks, driv-
ing the number of casual-
ties higher.

“There were two sui-
cide attacks and rocket-
propelled grenade explo-
sions in Damboa last night 
which killed 31 people and 
left several others injured,” 
militia leader Babakura 
Kolo told AFP.

Two suicide bombers 
detonated their explosives 
in Shuwari and nearby 
Abachari neighbourhoods 
in the town around 10:45 
pm (2145GMT), killing six 
residents, said Kolo, speak-
ing from the state capital 
Maiduguri, which is 88 
kilometres from the town.

“No one needs to be 
told this is the work of Boko 
Haram,” Kolo said.

A local government of-
ficial, who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity, 
confirmed the death toll.

“The latest death toll is 
now 31 but it may increase 
because many among the 
injured may not survive,” 
said the official.

“Most of the casualties 
were from the rocket pro-
jectiles fired from outside 
the town minutes after two 
suicide bomber attacked,” 
he said.

The jihadist group has 
deployed suicide bomb-
ers, many of them young 
girls, in mosques, markets 
and camps housing people 
displaced by the nine-year 
insurgency which has dev-
astated Nigeria’s northeast.

On May 1 at least 86 
people were killed in twin 
suicide blasts targeting 
a mosque and a nearby 
market in the town of Mubi 
in neighbouring Adamawa 
state.

Nigerian President Mu-
hammadu Buhari came 
into power in 2015 vowing 
to stamp out Boko Haram 
but the jihadists continue 
to stage frequent attacks, 
targeting both civilians and 
security forces. 

The militants stormed 
the Government Girls 
Technical College in Dap-
chi on February 19, seizing 
over 100 schoolgirls in a 
carbon copy of the abduc-
tion in Chibok in 2014 that 
caused global outrage.

Athens, June 17 (IANS): Greece and 
the Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia (FYROM) sealed a his-
toric agreement on Sunday, putting 
an end to the dispute which started 
in 1991 over the use of the name 
Macedonia.

According to the preliminary 
accord signed by the two countries’ 
Foreign Ministers, they agreed to 
rename the Balkan nation the Re-
public of North Macedonia, despite 
strong protests over a deal from both 
sides, reported Xinhua.

The signing ceremony, broadcast 
live on Greek public broadcaster 
ERT, was hosted on the border at the 
Prespes lake region.

The move of the two neighboring 

states potentially paved the way for 
Skopje’s admission to the European 
Union and North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization.

“We are making an historic step, 
there will be only winners from now 
on,” Greek Prime Minister Alexis 
Tsipras said at the event.

“So that we can heal the wounds 
of the past, open a path for peace, 
friendship, cooperation and growth, 
not only for our countries, but for all 
Balkans and Europe,” he said as he 
and his FYROM counterpart Zoran 
Zaev received a standing ovation 
from officials at the ceremony.

Both countries have been work-
ing towards settling the decades-
old dispute over the past months. 

The issue began in 1991 when 
FYROM declared its independ-
ence from Yugoslavia, choosing 
the name Macedonia, which is 
also the name of a northern Greek 
province. Athens was worried that 
the use of the same name by the 
neighboring country could lead to 
territorial claims.

“Today we put an end to a prob-
lem, we put an end to long-standing 
differences which were raising walls 
and cast shadows on our neighborly 
relations,” Zaev said. 

Sunday’s ceremony was held un-
der draconian security measures as 
hardliners in both countries object 
to the deal because they regard it as 
a national sellout. 

Kuala Lumpur, June 17 
(PTI/AFP): Malaysia was 
once a loyal partner in 
China’s globe-spanning 
infrastructure drive but a 
new government is now 
pledging to review Beijing-
backed projects, threaten-
ing key links in the much-
vaunted initiative. 

Kuala Lumpur’s previ-
ous regime, led by scandal-
mired Najib Razak, had 
warm ties with China and 
signed a string of deals for 
Beijing-funded projects, 
including a major rail link 
and a deep-sea port.

But the long-ruling co-
alition was unexpectedly 
turfed out of power last 
month by voters disgusted 
at allegations of corruption 
and angered at rising living 
costs.

Critics say many agree-
ments lacked transparen-
cy, fuelling suspicions they 
were struck in exchange 
for help in paying off debts 
from a financial scandal 
which ultimately helped 
bring down Najib’s regime.

The new government, 
led by political heavy-

weight Mahathir Moha-
mad, has pledged to review 
Chinese deals seen as du-
bious, calling into question 
Malaysia’s status as one of 
Beijing’s most cooperative 
partners in its infrastruc-
ture push.

China’s ambitious ini-
tiative to revive ancient 
Silk Road trading routes 
with a global network of 
ports, roads and railways 
-- dubbed “One Belt, One 
Road” -- was launched in 
2013 and is the economic 
crown jewel of President Xi 
Jinping’s presidency.

Malaysia, along with 
Beijing ally Cambodia, 
were seen as bright spots 
in Southeast Asia, with 
projects in other coun-
tries often facing problems, 
from land acquisition to 
drawn-out negotiations 
with governments.

“Malaysia under Najib 
moved quickly to approve 
and implement projects,” 
Murray Hiebert, a senior 
associate from think-tank 
the Center for Strategic 
and International Studies, 
told AFP.

Tijunana (Mexico), June 17 (PTI/
AP): The MS-13 gang made Jose 
Osmin Aparicio’s life so miserable 
in his native El Salvador that he 
had no choice but to flee in the 
dead of night with his wife and 
four children, leaving behind all 
their belongings and paying a 
smuggler 8,000. 

Aparicio is undeterred by 
a new directive from Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions declaring 
that gang and domestic violence 
will generally cease to be grounds 
for asylum. To him, it’s better to 
take his chances with the Ameri-
can asylum system and stay in 
Mexico if his bid is denied.

“Imagine what would happen 
if I was deported to El Salvador,” 
he said Wednesday as he waited 
at the border to enter the US.

The directive announced 
Monday could have far-reach-
ing consequences because of 
the sheer volume of people like 
Aparicio fleeing gang violence, 
which is so pervasive in Central 
America that merely stepping 
foot in the wrong neighborhood 
can lead to death.

The Associated Press inter-
viewed several asylum-seekers 
this past week at a plaza on the 
border, and each of them cited 
gang violence as the main factor 
in fleeing their homelands. They 

planned to press on with their 
asylum requests in spite of the 
new rule.

The decision by Sessions 
came as the administration faced 
a growing backlash over im-
migration policies and practices 
that human-rights advocates 
view as inhumane, including 
separating children from im-
migrant parents. They leveled 
similar criticism over the asylum 
changes, which the White House 
says are necessary to deter illegal 
immigration.

“The mere fact that a country 
may have problems effectively 
policing certain crimes such as 
domestic violence or gang vio-
lence or that certain populations 
are more likely to be victims of 
crime, cannot itself establish an 
asylum claim,” the attorney gen-
eral wrote Monday, overruling a 
Board of Immigration Appeals 
decision granting asylum to a 
Salvadoran woman fleeing her 
husband.

US officials do not say how 
many asylum claims are for do-
mestic or gang violence, but 
advocates for asylum seekers said 
there could be tens of thousands 
of such cases in the immigration 
court backlog alone.

Many Central Americans 
seeking asylum say they are flee-

ing from gangs known as “maras,” 
primarily the Mara Salvatrucha 
(or MS-13) and Barrio 18 groups. 

President Donald Trump has 
condemned those groups and 
the violence they commit in the 
US, referring to members as “ani-
mals.” The gangs were formed by 
young Central Americans mostly 
in Los Angeles decades ago and 
spread to the so-called Northern 
Triangle countries of Guatemala, 
El Salvador and Honduras when 
members were deported. Today, 
Honduras and El Salvador in par-
ticular routinely post some of the 
world’s highest homicide rates.

In Central America, maras 
stake out and battle over turf, at-
tacking anyone who unwittingly 
crosses through their area on the 
way to school or work as a pos-
sible rival.

Gangsters sometimes forcibly 
take over people’s homes. They 
extort bus drivers and small busi-
ness owners, killing those unable 
or unwilling to pay. They threaten 
teens and young men in attempts 
to recruit them, and force girls 
and young women to be their 
girlfriends.

Maureen Meyer, director for 
Mexico and migrant rights at 
the Washington Office on Latin 
America advocacy group, said the 
ruling would “make it very dif-

ficult for a lot of the people seek-
ing asylum in the United States.” 
Meyer said Central Americans 
commonly request asylum for 
extortion, forced recruitment and 
violence against women. Where 
the gangs are prevalent, moving 
elsewhere is not an option, she 
said.

“People feel very insecure in 
their homes and continue to see 
the US as a safe haven in spite of 
Trump’s anti-immigrant rheto-
ric,” Meyer said of the steady 
northbound flow of Central 
Americans that began in 2014.

More than 100 asylum seek-
ers gathered Wednesday near the 
entrance to San Diego, the largest 
crossing on the US-Mexico bor-
der. Some Mexicans in the crowd 
said they were fleeing criminal 
groups.

Holding her 7-month-old 
daughter and trailed closely by 
her 5-year-old son, who was on 
crutches because of a gunshot 
wound, Maria Rafaela Plancarte 
said she abandoned their town 
near the western Mexican city of 
Zamora after her husband was 
shot and killed behind the wheel 
of the family car as they fled a 
party stormed by gunmen. Her 
son was wounded in the attack. 
Plancarte, 34, said she has not 
considered moving elsewhere 

in Mexico and hopes to live with 
an aunt in California. “I will feel 
more comfortable with a family 
that I know,” she said.

Alejandro Arroyo said he fled 
Apatzingan in western Mexico 
with his wife and their 14-year-
old son, hoping asylum would 
bring them to his wife’s family in 
Gilroy, California. The 48-year-
old said criminal gangs killed his 
nephew and brother-in-law, and 
he feared he and his son would 
be next.

They initially sought refuge 
in Tijuana, but requested US 
asylum after being robbed by 
local police.

“I do not feel safe” in Apatz-
ingan, Arroyo said, “and I do not 
feel safe here.” Aparicio, from El 
Salvador, is caught in the middle 
of the change in asylum policies. 
His wife requested asylum about 
a month ago with three of their 
children - ages 2, 10 and 12 - and 
they were released to a family in 
Maryland while their cases wind 
through immigration court. 

Aparicio stayed in Tijuana to 
seek asylum with his 17-year-old 
son, hoping to reunite with the 
family later. 

Sessions subsequently made 
his ruling on gang violence, but 
Aparicio is still pursuing asylum 
and hoping to get into the US.

Taliban say ceasefire will not be 
extended, as suicide attack kills 18

Suicide blasts in NE 
Nigeria kill at least 31 
— Official, local militia

Malaysia power shift hits 
China infrastructure drive

Greece, FYROM sign historic deal 
to end Macedonia name dispute

Immigrants fleeing gangs prefer taking chance for US asylum

AP/PTI

Taliban fighters and their supporters carry a representation of the Afghan national flag and a Taliban flag 
while riding in a motorized vehicle, in Kabul, Afghanistan, Sunday, June 17, 2018. A suicide bomber struck 
Sunday in Afghanistan’s eastern city of Jalalabad, killing at least 18 people in the second attack in as many 
days targeting Taliban fighters, security forces and civilians celebrating a holiday cease-fire. 
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Beyonce, Jay-Z release first music video from joint album

Alice Cooper blasts 
‘safe’ young bands

Kalki Koechlin gives an edge to edginess in ‘The Job’

Kim Kardashian won’t rule 
out running for president

Rihanna caught on camera stealing

Anushka Sharma scolds passerby for littering, man hits back

Anne Hathaway’s ‘awful’ character

Singers and couple Beyonce and Jay-Z have released a music video from their first 
joint album titled “Everything is Love”, songs from which they have unleashed for 
fans in one go as a surprise. Beyonce and Jay-Z announced their album at their con-
cert here and also debuted their video. The musicians dropped the new LP on Tidal, 
music streaming service on Saturday night, reports eonline.com. Touted as the first 
full-length release by the couple, the album shows the couple singing and rapping 
in nine songs. The track’s titles are “Summer”, “Apeshit”, “Boss”, “Heard about us”, 
“Nice”, “713”, “Friends”, “Black effect” and “Lovehappy”. They have collaborated on 
other songs in the past, but never on a full album. Earlier, Jay-Z had said they used 
their “art almost like a therapy session” when they had marital problems, which 
resulted in Beyonce’s “Lemonade” LP and his “4:44” album. (IANS)

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

11 am, 5 pm: Race 3 (Hindi)3D
2 pm, 8 pm: Race 3 (Hindi) 2D

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

R
ocker Alice Cooper says 
young bands are too “safe” 
and “introverted”.

“My pet peeve is that 
young bands are so intro-

verted. They want to look like everyone 
in the mall. They don’t want to scare 
anyone. They sing about things that 
are safe. Where’s the swagger? Where’s 
the s*x? Rock stars are meant to get out 
there and shake their butt. You should 
think: man, this is fun,” Cooper told 
The Times newspaper.

“I will never be this age again. I 
look good, I sound good, the girls 
are crazy about me. I tell young 
bands: don’t tell me about poli-
tics or pollution. Tell me about 
your girlfriend. Rock’n’roll is 
an attitude. It is as close to a 
biker band as any- thing. 
For our gener- a-
tion, that’s what it 
was all about,” he 
added.

The 
70-year-
old rocker 
“learned” from 
seeing a number 
of his musician 
friends die at a 
young age that 
it was impor-
tant to sepa-
rate himself 
from his stage 
persona and now 
he enjoys it more, 
reports femalefirst.
co.uk.

He said: “The fact 
that Jim Morrison of the 
Doors even got to 27 
was a miracle. I would 
get high with Jimi Hen-
drix, and I would look 

at Janis Joplin and Brian Jones, and see 
how the music business wanted them 
to be creative and do something no-
body had seen before, but they all went 
out at 27. You learn from that.

“Jim Morrison is dead because he 
tried to be Jim Morrison all the time. I 
would be dead too if I tried to be Alice 
Cooper all the time. Once I got sober I 
realised that art is illusion. It is stuff we 
create. 

“It is not reality. Now 
I can go shopping, I 

can play golf, I can 
go to the cin-

ema if I want 
to, and it is 

more fun 
to play the 
character 
than be 
the char-
acter.”

IANS

T
he quirky and com-
pelling Kalki Koechlin 
essays a dysfunctional 
French immigrant in 
an Indian metropolis 

struggling against and being 
defeated by loneliness and 
discrimination in “The Job”, a 
strange and disturbing short film 
produced by Kushal Shrivastava 
who directed last year’s whimsi-
cal thriller “Vodka Diaries” -- and 
directed by Siddharth Sinha.

For some of the 15-odd 
minutes of running time, we 
see Kalki washing her hands in 
the restroom of her workplace. 
This is a suburban recreation 
of William Shakespeare’s “Lady 
Macbeth” who, stricken with 
guilt washes her hands over and 
over again trying to rid herself 
of the imaginary blood on her 
hands.

It is not only the blood that 
is imagined by this unnamed 
French woman, frightening in 
her forlornness struggling to 
articulate her inner demons. We 
see her indulge in conversations 
with entities that only she can 
see: her bully of a boss, a credit-
card consultant on the phone, 
her pet cat on the floor whom 

she feeds milk (some blatant 
brand promotion here) and her 
ailing mother on the bed who 
implores the daughter to take it 
easy and yes, to carry the bag to 
work that suits her dress.

We don’t see these people 
(and the cat with the Amul milk). 
We only take Kalki’s word for it. 
And her word, we soon realise, is 
not dependable as she is a neu-
rotic, paranoid woman whose 
consciousness has collapsed 
into a delusional heap. 

The actress delivers yet 
another persuasive performance 
pulsating with paranoiac pos-
sibilities.

The aura of desolation and 
desperation that Kalki creates in 
this disturbing yet not fully sat-
isfying short-film creeps up on 
us in sinister shapes that claim 
our sanity, challenging us to see 
urban neurosis as a sickness that 
is rapidly growing endemic.

Kalki is effective in por-
traying the scourge of 
suburban spinster-
hood. 

“The 
Job” is 
also a 

statement on the migrant’s 
plight in a 
strange land 
riven with 
crimes 
and 
discrimi-
nation. 
Who 
knows 
what 
evil 
forces 
have 
been 
un-
leashed 
on this 
French 
woman 
to 
drive 
to 

this desperate state of self 
abnegation? Was she molested 

by her cab driver? “The Job” 
has more questions than 

answers. It relies entirely 
on its lead actress’s 

ability to convey 
angst in times of 

excruciating crisis. 
And I am not 
entirely sure that 
is a good thing 
or bad.

IANS

F
resh off her winning 
pitch to Donald Trump 
to spring a non-violent 
drug offender, Kim 
Kardashian is mulling 

her political prospects — and 
won’t rule out a White House 
bid.

“Never say never,” she 
coyly told CNN’s Van Jones in an 
interview set to air on “The Van 
Jones Show” Saturday at 7 p.m. 
after he asked if she would run 
for office.

“I honestly saw that 
if I could use my 
platform just to 
do something for 
one person, that 
it opens the 
conversation for 
so much more 
and for other 
people to 
want to do the 
same thing,” 
the reality star 
said.

“If more peo-
ple would just 
put their per-
sonal feelings 
aside and talk 
about really 
important 
issues that 
have to be 
discussed, 
then so 
much more 

can get done,” she said.
The 37-year-old pop prin-

cess said public service wasn’t in 
her immediate future but added: 
“I guess never say never.”

“No matter who you talk to, 
no matter what political party, 
people feel what’s right is right 
and that’s what I love about this, 
is that it can just be so biparti-
san,” she said.

The prospective Kim-
mander-in-chief Kardashian 
famously huddled with Trump 
in the Oval Office May 30, when 

she pleaded with him to free 
Alice Johnson, a Tennes-
see granny and first-time 

offender who had 
served 21 years of a life 
sentence for cocaine 
possession and other 
charges.

A week later Trump 
commuted Johnson’s 
sentence, prompting 
the curvy Kardashian 
to tweet, “BEST 
NEWS EVER!!!!” and 

express gratitude 
to Trump and 

adviser Jared 
Kushner, with 

whom she 
also met.

Nypost

S
inger Rihanna 
was left red-
faced on a 
recent taping of 
“The Graham 

Norton Show” when the 
host shamed her for 
stealing wine glasses 
from posh events.

Norton posted a 
series of images of the 

“Umbrella” singer leav-
ing parties and clutching 

glasses and goblets as the 

star giggled nervously, saying 
at least one of the items was 
returned to “the hotel I took it 
from”, reports aceshowbiz.com. 

Norton warned Rihanna’s 
fellow guests and her “Ocean’s 
8” castmates to watch out for 
the R&B star’s real-life “criminal” 
behaviour.  “My mom is gonna 
see this,” the horrified singer, 
who plays a computer hacker in 
the new all-female heist movie, 
said in the show.

IANS

A
nushka Sharma took a 
passerby to task when he 
allegedly threw garbage on 
the road and her husband 
Indian cricket skipper 

Virat Kohli recorded the incident in a 
video that has now gone viral on social 
media. 

In the 17-second-long clip, the ac-
tor can be seen scolding the man in a 
chauffeur-driven dark sedan for litter-
ing the streets. The video, however, did 
not capture the man in the act.

“Why are you throwing garbage on 
the road, you cannot just throw plastic 
on the streets just like that,” Sharma 
can be heard as saying in the video 
shared by Kohli on Twitter 

She then asks the man to use a 
dustbin instead of throwing garbage on 
the streets.

Kohli captioned the clip as: “Saw 
these people throwing garbage on 
the road & pulled them up rightfully. 

Travelling in a luxury car and brains 
gone for a toss. These people will keep 
our country clean? Yeah right! If you see 
something wrong happening like this, 
do the same & spread awareness. @
AnushkaSharma.” 

He further called out people for 
turning everything on social media 
into a meme.

“Lot of people who don’t have the 
courage to do something like this find it 
funny. Everything for people nowadays 
is meme content. Shame,” he wrote in 
another tweet.

The person, who was admonished 
by Sharma, went on to criticise the ac-
tor for “ranting and yelling” at him “like 
a crazy roadside person”. 

The man who identified himself as 
Arhhan Singh shared a post on Face-
book, saying though he is “apologetic” 
for his carelessness, the actor could use 
some etiquette in her speech.

“Horrible! So I happened to care-

lessly litter a square millimetre of 
plastic while driving! A car passing by 
rolls their window down and there we 
have our wonderful Anushka Sharma 
ranting and yelling like a crazy roadside 
person! 

“While I’m apologetic for my care-
lessness, Mrs Anushka Sharma Kohli 
a little etiquette and politeness in your 
dialogue wouldn’t have made you a 
lesser star! There are all kinds of man-
ners and hygiene... verbal etiquette is 
one of them!” he wrote.

Singh added the garbage mistak-
enly went out of the window of his 
luxury car.

“(It) was way less then the garbage 
that came out from your mouth... 
From your luxury car’s window... Or the 
trashy mind Virat Kohli to shoot and 
post this online... For whatever gains...” 
he said. Sharma is yet to publicly re-
spond to the incident.

PTI

A
ctress Anne Hathaway’s “aw-
ful” “Ocean’s Eight” character 
is based on how she imag-
ines she’d be if she took fame 
too seriously.

“She’s called Daphne Kluger, she’s 
an actress and - well, she’s awful. She’s 
won two Academy Awards and seven 
Golden Globes, she has two ex-hus-
bands. She’s very, very full of herself 
and doesn’t care in the least 
about what people think about 
her because she doesn’t care 
about other people,” Hatha-
way told HELLO! magazine.

Asked if she was based 
on anyone in particular, 
she added: “Not really. 
It was just an idea I had 
about how I might have 
been if, at the beginning of 
my career, I’d taken fame 
very seriously. And what 
would have happened 
if I’d cared about 
myself more than 
I care about other 
people.”

The movie 
has a largely 
female cast, 
which includes 
Cate Blanchett, 
Awkwafina, 
Sandra Bullock, 
Sarah Paulson, 
Mindy Kaling, 
Helena Bonham 

Carter and Rihanna, and Anne made a 
lot of “very good” friends on set, insist-
ing no one was a diva, reports female-
first.co.uk.

She said: “We became very good 
friends. I genuinely love all those 
women. Of course I’ve seen people 
behave badly in my life, but I’ve seen 
more people behave badly in the real 
world than on set.

“If you behave like that you 
probably won’t have a very 

long career anyway, because 
at a certain point people can 
choose who they work with 
and most of the people 
who are at the 
top are 
love-
ly.”

IANS
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Fernando Alonso

DInesh Chandimal

AP/PTI

Nigeria goalkeeper Francis Uzoho is beaten by a penalty from Croatia’s Luka Modric during the group D match against Croatia at the 2018 soccer World 
Cup in the Kaliningrad Stadium in Kaliningrad, Russia on Sunday, June 17.

AP/PTI

Roger Federer poses for media during the closing ceremony, after he beat Milos Raonic in the final tennis match 
of the ATP Mercedes Cup in Stuttgart on Sunday June 17.

AP/PTI

MotoGP race winner Jorge Lorenzo of Spain, centre, celebrates with second placed Marc Marquez of Spain, left 
and Valentino Rossi of Italy on the podium after the MotoGP Catalunya Motorcycle Grand Prix at the Barcelona 
Catalunya race track in Montmelo, near Barcelona, Spain on Sunday, June 17.

Former soccer star Diego Maradona pounds his chest during the group D match between Argentina and Iceland 
at the 2018 soccer World Cup in the Spartak Stadium in Moscow, Russia on Saturday, June 16.

World Cup: Croatia beat 
Nigeria 2-0; go top of group D

Maradona responds to report 
of racist gesture to Asian fan

Lorenzo wins second straight MotoGP for Ducati

Fernando Alonso 
wins on debut in 24 
Hours Le Mans race

Sri Lanka’s Chandimal charged with ball-tampering

Shooter Adarsh bags two more gold medals

Federer wins 98th ATP title in Stuttgart ahead of return to No 1

Kaliningrad (Russia), June 
17 (IANS): Croatia went to 
the top of  Group D in the 
FIFA World Cup following 
their 2-0 easy victory over 
Nigeria at the Kaliningrad 
Stadium here on Saturday.

Veteran striker Mario 
Mandzukic played his part 
in both the goals from Croa-
tia, who now have three 
points. The other teams in 
the group, Argentina and 

Iceland, played a 1-1 draw 
earlier in the day in Kazan.

Croatia, playing with a 
4-2-3-1 formation, expected-
ly controlled the game from 
the beginning. Luka Modric 
and Ivan Rakitic, playing in 
a two-man midfield, had 
their say in everything, mak-
ing critical forward passes 
and stopping Nigeria’s mo-
bility towards Croatian goal.

Croatian left winger 

Ivan Perisic had the first 
shot on goal as Mandzukic 
teed off  a counter-attack 
but the Inter Milan man’s 
shot from outside of the box 
sailed over the cross-bar in 
the 13th minute.

Couple of minutes later, 
Andrej Kramaric then had 
his moment but he fired 
wide of  the left post after 
being fed by Modric.

Croatia were mounting 

pressure with each passing 
time while Nigeria struggled 
to get into the box, let alone 
making a shot on goal.

Chelsea right winger 
Victor Moses was impres-
sive but Croatia’s left-back 
Ivan Strinic, who plays for 
Italian club Sampdoria, 
controlled him well.

The first goal for Croatia 
resulted after Nigerian mid-
fielder Oghenekaro Etebo 

Montmeló (Spain), June 
17 (AFP): Ducati’s Jorge 
Lorenzo powered from pole 
to claim victory in a second 
straight race at the Grand 
Prix of Catalunya on Sun-
day ahead of championship 
leader Marc Marquez and 
Valentino Rossi.

The three-time world 
MotoGP champion won 
at Mugello last time out in 
his first win for Ducati, and 
celebrated his win at Mont-
melo wildly after a race in 
which half  the competitors 
failed to finish.

After seven of  the sea-
son’s 19 races, Lorenzo 
stands seventh in the overall 
standings on 66pts, with 
Marquez atop the pile on 
115, followed by Rossi (88) 
and Maverick Vinales (77).

Lorenzo, who will quit 
Ducati to join up with Mar-
quez at Honda next season, 
finished 4.479sec ahead 
of  Marquez, with Rossi at 
almost 7sec.

Marquez and Suzuki’s 
Italian rider Andrea Ian-
none briefly passed Loren-
zo before the latter regained 
the lead and led through to 
the finish line.

“In claiming a second 
straight victory it’s incred-
ible to see how things can 
change so quickly,” said 
Lorenzo.

Lorenzo’s teammate 
Andrea Dovizioso crashed 
after 10 laps, a big blow for 
last season’s runner-up who 

Moscow, June 17 (AP): Diego Maradona 
has given his version of an exchange with an 
Asian fan at a World Cup game in Moscow 
that witnesses perceived as racist.

British television staff working in Spartak 
Stadium during Argentina’s 1-1 draw with 
Iceland on Saturday reported seeing Mara-
dona respond to South Korea fans calling 
his name.

Maradona ‘’obliged with a smile, kiss 
and wave. Then pulled his eyes to the side in 
a clearly racist gesture,” broadcaster Jacqui 
Oatley posted on Twitter . A second British 
broadcaster wrote she also saw the incident.

The Argentina great is an official FIFA 
ambassador and attended the game in a VIP 
section as part of a group of former players 
branded as ‘’FIFA Legends.’’

On Maradona’s Facebook account , a 
message was posted early Sunday in Span-
ish, English and Italian seeking to explain 
the incident, which seemed to break FIFA 
anti-discrimination rules.

‘’I understand better than anyone that in 
the World Cup people are looking for news 
everywhere,’’ Maradona wrote, adding that 
he saw ‘’an Asian boy wearing an Argentina 
T-shirt.’’

‘’I, from afar, tried to tell them how nice it 
seemed to me that even the Asians cheer for 

us. And that’s all, guys, come on.’’
FIFA statutes prohibit acts of discrimina-

tion by teams, officials and fans at games it 
organizes.

In a response to The Associated Press, 
FIFA referred to its rules without comment-
ing on the incident, and included a link to 
Maradona’s Facebook page.

A similar gesture last year in a game 
against South Korea led to a Colombia 
player being banned by FIFA for five friendly 
games.

Edwin Cardona later apologized for the 
gesture during the game in Seoul, and was 
also fined 20,000 Swiss francs ($20,050) 
by FIFA. Cardona was not selected for the 
World Cup.

In Major League Baseball’s World Series 
last year, Yuli Gurriel of the Houston Astros 
made a similar gesture toward Japanese 
pitcher Yu Darvish, then pitching for the 
Dodgers. Gurriel apologized and was sus-
pended for the first five games of this season.

Maradona also apologized on Facebook 
for smoking a cigar Saturday, despite a FIFA 
ban on smoking at World Cup stadiums.

‘’Everyone has their way of  feeling 
things,’’ he wrote, citing tension at the game. 
‘’I honestly did not know that no one can 
smoke in the stadiums.’’

Stuttgart (Germany), 
June 17 (AFP): Roger Fe-
derer claimed his 98th ATP 
title on Sunday and re-
established his unrivalled 
superiority on grass with a 
6-4, 7-6 (7/3) victory over 
Milos Raonic in the Stutt-
gart Cup final.

Top-seeded Swiss beat 
his Canadian opponent for 
the 11th time in 14 meet-
ings while winning a first 
Stuttgart title.

Federer, who will be 
chasing a ninth Wimble-
don triumph next month, 
finally came good on the 
German grass on his third 
attempt after losing a semi-
final in 2016 to Dominic 
Thiem and falling in the 
first round here a year ago 
to good friend Tommy 
Haas.

The 36-year-old will 
regain the world number 
one ranking on Monday 
and is playing next week as 

deflected in a diving header 
from Mandzukic at the left 
post into his own net fol-
lowing a corner kick from 
Luka Modric in the 32nd 
minute.

Till the first-half  end, 
Nigeria failed to create any-
thing and hardly looked like 
getting an equaliser.

At the beginning of the 
second-half, Nigeria tried to 
push for an equaliser. They 
earned multiple corners but 
Mandzukic and his team-
mates showed their hard 
work to deny the Africans.

Then off  a quick switch 
of  play, Modric played a 
through ball to Perisic on 
the left and the latter fired 
in a swinging cross inside 
the box but Croatian right 
winger Ante Rebic’s right 
foot put a heavy touch for 
the ball to fly over.

Later, Nigeria tried to 
infuse attacking firepower 
by throwing in attackers 
Ahmed Musa and Kelechi 
Iheanacho. But Croatia 
were tight in their markings 
and cut down the spaces 
efficiently to keep Nigeria 
at bay.

The European team 
got its cushion goal in the 
71st minute when Wil-
liam Ekong brought down 
Juventus star Mandzukic 
inside the box while defend-
ing a corner, leading to a 
penalty from which captain 
Luka Modric scored.

Afterwards, Croatia 
withdrew some of  ther at-
tackers to make it a heavy 
midfield and successfully 
defend their two-goal ad-
vantage for the convinc-
ing victory in the opening 
match.

top seed in Halle.
“It’s a great comeback 

for me,” Federer said after 
completing his 78-minute 

win.
“I’m so happy to win 

Le Mans (France), June 
17 (AP): Two-time For-
mula One champion Fer-
nando Alonso won the 
24 Hours Le Mans on his 
debut in the classic endur-
ance race on Sunday.

The Spanish driver, to-
gether with teammates 
Kazuki Nakajima of  Japan 
and Sebastien Buemi of  
Switzerland, completed 
388 laps in their Toyota 
hybrid car, two more than 
Mike Conway, Kamui Ko-
bayashi and Jose Maria 
Lopez in the other Toyota 
hybrid.

Alonso is now a step 
closer to matching British 
driver Graham Hill’s feat 
of  completing motorsport’s 
unofficial Triple Crown, 
including wins at the Mo-

this tournament in my third 
attempt. We’ll see if  be-
ing number one again will 
probably give me a boost.”

Federer made a return 
to the top ATP ranking 
for a sixth time through 
his semi-final victory on 
Saturday over Australian 
Nick Kyrgios.

He takes the honour 
back form Rafael Nadal 
for the second time this 
season and continues the 
duel on court between the 
two modern icons.

Federer kept tight con-
trol on the match as he 
claimed his third title of  the 
season after the Australian 
Open and Rotterdam and 
now owns 28 grass tro-
phies including eight from 
Wimbledon

“I think I played very 
well not having played for 
a while,” Federer said as 
he competed this week for 
the first time since mid-

March after skipping the 
clay season.

“Maybe I was a bit bet-
ter on the big points.”

The Swiss broke twice 
in the first set to earn it after 
32 minutes when his op-
ponent returned long over 
the baseline.

The second set stayed 
on serve into the tiebreaker.

A double-fault from the 
Canadian followed by a re-
turn winner from the Swiss 
set up three match points, 
with Federer needing only 
his first as Raonic netted 
a return.

Federer improved to 
21-2 on the season after 
playing in the 24th grass 
final of  his career.

The 35th-ranked Ra-
onic, a victim of  various 
injuries over recent seasons, 
was playing a final for the 
first time in his last 16 tour-
naments dating to Istanbul 
last year.

has failed to finish three of  
his last four races.

Marquez was left satis-
fied with his showing.

“It was tough to beat 
the Ducatis here but the 
most important thing is that 
we’ve increased our lead in 
the championship,” he said.

Earl ier  in  the day, 
French youngster Fabio 
Quartararo of  Speed Up 
won the Moto2 for his first 
ever Grand Prix victory.

The 19-year-old start-

ed from pole posit ion 
and beat Portugal’s KTM 
rider Miguel Oliveira by 
2.492sec, with Spaniard 
Alex Marquez of  Kalex 
third at 3.485sec.

Italy’s Francesco Bag-
naia still tops the standings 
for Kalex by a single point 
from Oliveira and 25 ahead 
of Marquez in third.

Italy’s Enea Bastianini 
of  Honda edged to Moto3 
victory in a race marked by 
a string of crashes.

Setting off  from pole 
position, the 20-year-old 
finished 0.167sec ahead 
of  compatriot and Marco 
Bezzecchi with Argentine 
Gabriel Rodrigo a further 
0.003 sec back in third.

KTM’s Bezzechi in-
creased his lead in the 
standings to 19 points over 
Fabio Di Giannantonio, 
who finished seventh, while 
fellow title contenders Jorge 
Martin and Aron Canet 
crashed out.

naco Grand Prix and In-
dianapolis 500.

It’s Toyota’s first vic-
tory at the 20th attempt, 
and the first win for a Japa-
nese manufacturer since 
Mazda’s success in 1991.

Some 60 factory and 
private teams competed in 
the 86th edition of  the race.

Wellington, June 17 (Re-
uters): Sri Lanka captain 
Dinesh Chandimal has 
been charged with altering 
the condition of the ball in 
the second test against West 
Indies, the International 
Cricket Council (ICC) said 
on Sunday.

Angr y Sr i  Lankan 
players refused to take the 
field on the third day of  
the match in St Lucia on 
Saturday, delaying the re-
sumption of play for almost 
two hours, after the ICC 
said umpires Aleem Dar 
and Ian Gould had changed 
the ball and awarded West 
Indies five penalty runs.

“Sri Lanka captain 
Dinesh Chandimal has 
been charged for breach-
ing Level 2.2.9 of the ICC 
Code of Conduct,” the ICC 
tweeted.

The breach relates to 

changing the condition of  
the ball. The same charge 
was levelled against Aus-
tralia batsman Cameron 
Bancroft who was caught 
on camera rubbing a piece 
of  sandpaper on the ball 

against South Africa in 
March.

Sri Lanka Cricket (SLC) 
said the team had denied 
any wrongdoing.

“SLC advised the team 
to take the field to ensure 

New Delhi, June 17 (IANS): Hary-
anas Adarsh Singh claimed two 
more gold medals as he emerged 
triumphant in the 25m Standard 
Pistol senior and junior men’s cat-
egory at the KSS Memorial Shoot-
ing Championship here on Sunday 
evening.

Adarsh had bagged a gold in 
the 25M Air Rapid Fire Pistol team 
and individual junior category. He 

continued his gold rush as he raced 
away to a score of  576 while Indian 
Navy’s Rajat Kumar Yadav secured 
the silver with a score of  572.

Air Force’s Shivam Shukla 
missed out on the silver and had to 
settle for bronze as he fell short of  
just one point.

Meanwhile, Bengal teenager 
Mehuli Ghosh shot 632.7 to finish 
on top of  the charts in the 10M Air 

Rifle qualification round.
However, Meghana M. Saj-

janar, who clinched a gold in the 
mixed team event on Saturday, 
was hot on Mehuli’s heels as she 
finished second with a score of  628.

Anjum Moudgil was right be-
hind the Karnataka girl with a 
total score of  627.2 while Elavenil 
Valaravian finished fourth with a 
score of  627.1.

the continuity of the match 
and wish to commend the 
decision taken by the team 
to continue with the game 
‘under protest’ to ensure the 
upholding of  the spirit of  
the game,” the cricket board 
said in a statement.

“The team management 
has informed us that Sri 
Lankan players have not 
engaged in any wrongdoing.

“SLC shall take all 
necessary steps to defend 
any player, in the event any 
unwarranted allegation is 
brought against a member 
of the team.”

Sri Lanka were 34 for 
one in their second innings 
at the end of the third day, 
trailing West Indies by 13 
runs after the hosts were 
dismissed for 300.

West Indies won the first 
test of the three-match series 
by 226 runs.
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Serbia's Aleksandar Kolarov celebrates with team mates scoring the opening goal during the group E match against Costa Rica at the 2018 
soccer World Cup in the Samara Arena in Samara, Russia on Sunday, June 17. 

AP/PTI

Mexico's Hirving Lozano, left, celebrates with his teammates after scoring his side's opening goal during the group F match against Germany 
at the 2018 soccer World Cup in the Luzhniki Stadium in Moscow, Russia on Sunday, June 17.

AP/PTI

Captain Kolarov fires Serbia 
to victory over Costa Rica

Hazard in prime form to 
drive Belgium glory bid

Russia's Dzagoev to miss remaining group A matches

Low-key England start as favourites against TunisiaWorld Cup holders Germany crash to Mexico defeat

Samara (Russia), June 17 
(Reuters): Aleksandar Ko-
larov produced a moment 
of captain’s inspiration, 
curling home a superb 
free kick as Serbia got their 
World Cup Group E cam-
paign up and running with 
a 1-0 victory over Costa 
Rica on Sunday.

With the Central Ameri-
cans proving a tough nut 
to crack, Kolarov stepped 
up to bury a 25-metre ef-
fort from wide on the right, 
lighting up an otherwise 
tight game in the southern 
Russian city of Samara.

Serbia had dominated 
against a Costa Rica side 
who rarely threatened after 
a bright start, but chances 
were thin on the ground 
until Kolarov made the 
breakthrough in the 56th 
minute.

With Brazil heavy fa-
vourites to win the group, 
which also features Swit-
zerland, the victory deliv-
ered a potentially vital three 
points for Serbia and left 
Costa Rica in a precarious 
position.

“Maybe we have lost a 
certain margin for qualify-

ing,” said Costa Rica coach 
Oscar Ramirez. “It’s going 
to be difficult, but our in-
tention remains the same. 
I told the lads in the chang-
ing room ‘This isn’t over’.”

If Costa Rica are going 
to recover, however, they 
will need to rediscover the 
defensive organisation and 
clinical counter-attacks 
that propelled them to the 
quarter-finals four years 
ago.

While a number of their 
players remain the same 
from Brazil, they lacked the 
energy of that side.

Serbia found it hard to 
break them down, but they 
rarely looked troubled at 
the back and barring a late 
half chance for substitute 
Joel Campbell, they coasted 
through the game.

It had not looked like 
that in the opening min-
utes.

The match began in 
furious fashion with Ser-
bia’s Aleksandar Mitrovic 
having a header scooped 
off the line and Costa Rica’s 
Giancarlo Gonzalez failed 
to convert two headed 
chances.

Moscow, June 17 (IANS): 
Russias attacking midfield-
er Alan Dzagoev has said 
that he wont have enough 
time to recover from a thigh 
injury and will have to miss 
the remaining FIFA World 
Cup Group A matches 
against Egypt and Uruguay.

Dzagoev was injured 
in the 23rd minute of the 
opening match of the 
World Cup in which Rus-
sia crushed Saudi Arabia 

5-0 on Thursday. Dzagoev 
boosted off for an offensive 
rush on the goal of the op-
ponents, but fell down. 
Medics were called out 
onto the pitch. Dzagoev 
was diagnosed with muscle 
injury and undergoes med-
ical treatment, reports Tass 
news agency.

"It is difficult to say 
how long it will take, med-
ics will monitor the im-
provement," Dzagoev said. 

"Hope I still have a chance 
to play. I hope to God we 
will qualify for the knock-
outs, and I will be able to 
play. There is still some 
hope left," he said.

Russia, placed in Group 
A, will play their next group 
stage match against Egypt 
on June 19 in St. Peters-
burg. On June 25, Russia 
will play their final group 
stage game against Uru-
guay in Samara.

Moscow, June 17 (AFP): Defending 
champions Germany crashed to the 
first defeat in their opening game of a 
World Cup since 1982 as Hirving Lo-
zano's clinical finish earned Mexico a 
shock 1-0 victory on Sunday.

The highly-rated PSV Eindhoven 
forward struck the winner on 35 min-
utes after a blistering counter-attack 
at the Luzhniki Stadium in Moscow 
as Mexico beat Germany for just the 
second time in history.

Germany's preparations for the 
tournament were plagued by poor 
results and controversy, and their 
problems were magnified in the Rus-
sian capital, leaving their proud re-
cord of never being eliminated in the 
group stage of a World Cup already 
in danger.

Joachim Loew started eight of 
the nine 2014 World Cup winners in 
his squad, with Mesut Ozil returning 
from a knee injury and Manuel Neuer 
back in goal following his lengthy ab-
sence for the Group F clash.

Jerome Boateng's build-up to 
the finals was also hampered by a 
groin injury, but the Bayern Munich 
centre-back was on the alert inside 60 
seconds to thrust himself desperately 

in front of a Lozano effort.
A remarkably open start saw Timo 

Werner sprint in behind the Mexico 
defence before dragging across the 
face of goal, while Mats Hummels 
shot straight at Guillermo Ochoa after 
a botched clearance.

Neuer held well twice in quick 
succession, first from a long-range 
Hector Herrera strike and then again 
to keep out Hector Moreno's header, 
as Mexico attacked the Germany 
backline with regularity.

Carlos Salcedo nearly diverted a 
teasing cross into his own net, while 
Timo Werner hit tamely at Ochoa 
when an umarked Julian Draxler ap-
peared the better option.

Mexico continued to threaten, 
Miguel Layun narrowly unable to 
latch onto a through ball, but their 
goal arrived 10 minutes before the 
break as Germany were again sliced 
apart.
Kroos rattled crossbar 
After Sami Khedira lost possession, 
Javier Hernandez triggered a lightning 
counter before finding a charging Lo-
zano, who cut inside a covering Ozil 
and lashed low inside Neuer's near 
post to spark deafening roars from the 

sizeable Mexico support.
Germany hit back, Toni Kroos 

rattling the crossbar with a 25-yard 
free-kick that needed the fingertips 
of a scrambling Ochoa to keep it out, 
but Mexico barely clung on to their 
advantage.

Marco Reus was introduced on 
the hour as Loew sought to invigorate 
a struggling side, while 39-year-old 
Rafael Marquez became just the third 
player to feature at five World Cups 
as he was brought on the tighten 
Mexico's defence.

Joshua Kimmich's acrobatic over-
head kick looped onto the roof of 
the net, with substitute Edson Alva-
rez then blocking bravely to thwart 
Draxler.

Reus also hammered a volley over 
from a narrow angle before a frenetic 
finale saw Julian Brandt, just on for 
Werner, smack the outside of the 
post with a thunderous effort from 
20 yards.

One desperate last attack had 
Neuer come up for a corner, but a 
towering header from the veteran 
Marquez and subsequent claim from 
Ochoa allowed Mexico to close out an 
unforgettable triumph.

Volgograd (Russia), June 17 (IANS): 
Low on expectations after repeated 
failures at major football tourna-
ments, a youthful England side will 
look to start their World Cup cam-
paign on a winning note when they 
take on Tunisia in a Group G encoun-
ter here on Monday.

England are the third youngest 
team in the tournament and head 
coach Gareth Southgate has done his 
utmost to lower the expectations.

After the humiliation of a second 
round exit at the hands of Iceland in 
Euro 2016 and their failure to get past 
group stages in Brazil four years ago, 
England fans do not have high hopes 
from Harry Kane and Co.

England don't boast of big names 
this time but there is a sense of bon-
homie among the players and in 
Southgate they have a coach who 
understands them.

Friendly wins over Nigeria and 
Costa Rica in the tune up to the qua-
drennial showpiece did no harm to 
the mood. There is also little, if any, 
controversy surrounding the squad 
unlike in previous major meets.

The squad has plenty of attacking 

talent with Harry Kane and Raheem 
Sterling expected to start up front 
with Jesse Lingard and Dele Alli play-
ing behind them.

That means forwards Marcus 
Rashford and Jamie Vardy are likely to 
start on the bench, giving Southgate 
plenty of options if his chosen strike 
pair fail to deliver.

The quality is thinner at the back 
but Southgate is hopeful that players 
like Harry Maguire and Kieran Trippi-
er can turn their club form into solid 
displays in Russia. Southgate can also 
bank on the experienced Chelsea 
defender Gary Cahill (58 caps) and 
Manchester United's Ashley Young 
(33 caps).

Coming to Tunisia, they are play-
ing in their fifth World Cup but they 
have never got beyond the group 
stages. Tunisia's only victory in 12 
World Cup campaigns came in 1978 
when they saw off Mexico to register 
the first ever win by an African team 
on the biggest stage of world football.

The North Africans were un-
beaten in their World Cup qualifying 
campaign but had to overcome anx-
ious moments when they drew 0-0 

with strugglers Libya to edge out the 
Democratic Republic of Congo.

In the warm-up matches played 
recently, Tunisia defeated Iran and 
Costa Rica and drew against reigning 
European champions Portugal while 
losing 0-1 to Spain.

England and Tunisia met at 
France 1998 with England winning 
2-0 thanks to goals from Alan Shearer 
and Paul Scholes. This time, Tunisia's 
biggest weakness is the lack of super-
stars who can lead them to victory.

The squad, dominated by local 
based players, doesn't include influ-
ential midfielder Youssef Msakni and 
the Tunisian league's top scorer Taha 
Yassine Khenissi, who have both been 
forced out by injuries.

Defender Syam Ben Youssef is 
now seen as an important figure in 
the team as he will have to deal with 
some of the best attacking talents in 
the world.

The 1.89m tall player, who plies 
his trade in the Turkish league, is 
good at controlling high balls, but if 
England put the ball behind Tunisia's 
defence line, the African outfit could 
be in trouble.
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But it soon settled into 
a more predictable pattern.

Serbia bossed the ball 
as their enterprising mid-
field, fusing the experi-
ence of Manchester United 
enforcer Nemanja Matic 
and the raw talent of Sergej 
Milinkovic-Savic, got on 
top.

The Lazio playmaker 
was Serbia’s most creative 
influence, although his 
blushes were spared by the 
linesman’s flag when he 
fluffed a first-half chance 
after racing through on goal.

That would have been 
easily forgotten, however, 
had he converted an outra-
geous overhead kick mo-
ments before the break that 
forced a brilliant save from 
Keylor Navas.

The bullish Mitrovic 
failed to find the net with 
a good chance early in the 
second half, but it mattered 
little, as the deadlock was 
broken when AS Roma left 
back Kolarov produced his 
moment of magic, curling a 
free kick left-footed over the 
wall and past the despairing 
dive of Navas.

There were few chances 
in the closing stages and al-
though Serbian appeals for 
a penalty were waved away 
when Mitrovic went down 
in the box, their disappoint-
ment lasted only until the 
final whistle.

There were no exuber-
ant celebrations, however, 
with Kolarov sounding a 
word of caution.

“It is great to have three 
points in the bag, but we 
are not finished ... I don’t 
want to do the maths yet,” 
he said.

Sochi (Russia), June 17 (Reuters): Chelsea 
playmaker Eden Hazard is in the best form 
of his life but Belgium need all their top 
players to be better than ever if they are 
to have any chance of winning the World 
Cup, goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois said on 
Sunday.

The Belgians are considered a good 
outside bet to lift the World Cup for the 
first time and start the tournament on 
Monday against rank outsiders Panama 
in Group G.

Courtois said his Chelsea team 
mate Hazard, who scored the win-
ning goal in the FA Cup final last 
month, was highly motivated.

“I don’t think I’ve ever seen him 
train or play as amazing as in the 
last three games,” Courtois told 
reporters. “I think he has 
reached another level of 
his game.”

Courtois, how-
ever, was quick to 
stress that no one 
p l a y e r  i s  g o -
ing to win the 
World Cup and 
played up the 
new sense of 
spirit in a team 
built from what 
is known as Belgium’s 
Golden Generation.

“I don’t think it is 
only Eden we need at his 

best,” the Chelsea keeper added. “I think 
we need Romelu (Lukaku) to score goals, 
for Kevin (De Bruyne) to play like at (Man-
chester) City. I think if you want to go far 
you need your players to be at their best.”

“I think we have the quality, we have 
the talent and we know each other very 
well. Most of us are in peak form of our 
football life, we feel confident. I think we 
are outsiders to win but we have a chance 

to go far and as a team we believe. We 
don’t want to say we will win 

but we have the quality to.”
Coach Roberto Martinez 

warned fans not to expect an 
easy ride against Panama, even 
though they have scored just one 

goal in their last six games.
“Panama are one of the 
stories of the World Cup, 

they are arriving for the 
first time against the 
odds and that is very 
dangerous,” Martinez 

said. “They have a belief 
and competitive nature.

“It is their first game 
and will be their first 
game forever and my 

worry is that we don’t 
get affected by that. 

This is a game where 
we cannot get 
frustrated, we 
cannot expect to 
win quickly.”
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