
Villagers tie the carcass of a leopard at Akumen village near Nagaland-Assam border on Saturday. The 
leopard is said to have attacked villagers before it was eventually hunted down. 

Muslim men offering prayer during Eid-al-Fitr, which mark the end of the Holy fasting month of Ramadan, in Dimapur on Saturday. 
EM Images / Caisii Mao
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Leopard killed after 
wounding villager 
in Mokokchung district 

Eid celebrated with fervour across India

NPF says it's concerned only 
about ‘destiny of the people’ 

European investor pitches high dividend investment 
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Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio (R) with his Bihar counterpart, Nitesh 
Kumar after a meeting in New Delhi on Saturday.  
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Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, June 16 
(EMN): A 53-year old man 
and his friends had a nar-
row escape after stumbling 
upon a female leopard in-
side a tea estate in Akumen 
village, near the Nagaland-
Assam border on Saturday.

It was reported that the 
villagers killed the leopard 
after the incident.

When contacted Aku-
men's GB, A Kalam, in-
formed that the Lleopard 
had attacked six villagers 
when they were on their 

way for work in a tea estate 
just around the village at 
around 8 am. He said that 
the man, Tongpanglemba, 
was severally injured by 
the leopard while another 
Temjenyanger, aged 36, also 
suffered some injuries.

Kalam informed that 
the villagers were alerted 
about the leopard prowl-
ing in the village’s vicinity. 
All the men from the vil-
lage were mobilised to ‘sur-
round’ the wildcat, it seems.

The GB said that the 
leopard was already injured 

in one of her legs when the 
villagers hunted down the 
animal at around 11 am.

Tongpanglemba was 
said to have received deep 
scratches to the head and 
body. He has been shifted 
to a hospital in Jorhat in As-
sam for medical treatment, 
it was informed.

The extra additional 
commissioner of Longchem 
has been informed about 
the incident, the source 
said. The carcass of the 
leopard has been buried in 
the village, Kalam added.

Dimapur, June 16 (EMN): The Naga People’s 
Front (NPF) has accused the Nationalist 
Democratic Progressive Party (NDPP) of 
‘defending’ its master Neiphiu Rio and 
“diverting pertinent issues concerning the 
Nagas into cheap publicity game.”

A press statement from the NPF on Sat-
urday stated that the regional party, ‘being 
the parent regionalist political party of the 
state,’ was only concerned about the 'des-
tiny' of the Naga people. 

“The NPF wonders as to how the NDPP 
is trying to defend the instant issue (sic) 
where Rio on 12 June 2018 has clearly 
declared in New Delhi to the Media that 
Naga integration is not possible and PDA 
government will not oppose the Citizenship 
Amendment Bill 2016,” the statement read.

It asked the chief minister to ‘point out 
under which cause of Article 371 (A) is Na-
galand protected from the Citizenship Bill’ 
and whether the Nagaland cabinet has gone 
through the contents of the proposed bill. 

“The NPF demanded the chief minister 
himself to come out clearly as to why he op-
poses the integration of the Naga people and 
also support the Citizenship Bill and invite 
the influx of the illegal migrants into the 
Naga soil to swallow the Nagas and turning 
Nagaland into another Tripura state where 
the tribal is minority at present."

Regarding the peace process, the NPF 
stated that ‘Rio after vacating his chief min-

ister seat and left for Delhi, the NPF govern-
ment has indeed accelerated the peace 
process by taking a giant step and constitute 
cabinet committee of political affairs mis-
sion and started working on mission mode 
by appointing G Kaito as minister of political 
affairs mission.’

“The Naga political solution being one 
of the top most priority of the NPF party has 
restrained itself from filing any nominations 
in the last assembly election by acknowledg-
ing the call given by the Naga civil societies 
seeking solution before election and for 
that the Centre has termed TR Zeliang as 
anti-national for not willing to participate 
in the election."

The regional party stated further that 
the NDPP’s allegation about the NPF en-
dorsing the ‘Bedrock of Naga Society’ does 
not hold any water. “The NPF would like to 
remind the NDPP that any person/persons 
be it from any political parties joins the NPF 
party and subscribe by the constitution of 
the party and adhere to the party aims and 
objectives is an active NPF members.”

The party also ‘wondered why the 
NDPP bring up the educational qualifica-
tion of the leader of the opposition again 
and again in the media which is a childish 
game as the matter has already been settled 
in the Supreme Court of India after it was 
challenged in the court of law by none other 
than Rio’s man.’

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, June 16 (EMN): A seminar 
primarily based on investment de-
signed to educate entrepreneurs in 
Nagaland was conducted on Satur-
day in Dimapur. The central theme 
revolved around the methods of do-
ing business and investing abroad 
especially in London and Cyprus 
through an estate firm, the Millwood 
Kane International Company.

The programme was organised 
by the North Eastern India-Asean 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry 
(NEI-ACCI) at Hotel Saramati in the 
city.  Nish Bhatt, the founder and 
CEO of Millwood Kane Internation-
al, a leading real estate investment 
firm based in London and Cyprus, 
gave a presentation during the 
event. Bhatt has 25 years of experi-
ence investing in London real estate 
and has lived in Cyprus for 15 years.

Bhatt stated in his presentation 
that Cyprus was one of the leading 

places in the world to invest in, make 
profit, and save considerably. In 
corroborating his statement, Bhatt 
mentioned that there is zero divi-
dends tax, zero inheritance tax, only 
2.5% corporation tax, in Cyprus. One 
may invest money globally without 
any restrictions, and enjoy all the 
privileges of a European Union citi-
zen, besides avail visa-free travel to 
over 160 countries in the world.

“We live in a world ruled by com-
plex tax environments. Companies 
scan the world looking for ways 
they can achieve corporate tax sav-
ings. Cyprus offers a tax free haven,” 
Bhatt stated. 

The corporate official stated that 
the world is constantly changing fast 
with new inventions and technolo-
gies hitting the global market every 
day. ‘The future belongs to those 
who embrace change,’ he said. He 
opined that business with a global 
reach will be different from the oth-

ers in the competition.
Bhatt urged the young entrepre-

neurs in the programme to think 
globally and trade globally. He as-
sured that his company would make 
all arrangements to the point where 
one is ready to manage on one’s 
own if anyone of them plans to go 
forward with the enterprise.

On being queried about how 
much money would be required to 
start with, the CEO said at least INR 
1.5 cr. would do.

Millwood Kane International 
has a vast range of resources and 
key partners enabling individuals 
and corporations a route to Europe, 
Africa, and the Middle East with a 
more tax efficient structure through 
Cyprus as a hub.

To be eligible to invest in Cyprus, 
a person must own permanent resi-
dence rights for life. The applicant 
must retain the investments for a 
period of at least three years from 

the date of naturalisation. Millwood 
Kane will assist during the applica-
tions.

In an interaction with the media, 
when asked what influenced him 
to come to Dimapur of all places in 
the world, he said it was the chair-
man of the NEI-ACCI Anil Srivastav 
who requested him to come and 
interact with young entrepreneurs 
in Nagaland. He said he didn’t have 
any other engagement but to return 
to Cyprus. He will be in Dimapur till 
tomorrow and has invited anyone 
interested to know more to ap-
proach him. 

Bhatt mentioned about edu-
cated workforce, world class infra-
structure, high quality education, 
more trade agreements than any 
other country, among others that 
make Cyprus a destination for cor-
porate companies. “If you are ready 
to embrace it, the world is waiting 
for you,” he said.

New Delhi, June 16 (IANS): 
Millions of people across 
the country on Saturday 
celebrated Eid-ul-Fitr with 
fervour and gaiety as Presi-
dent Ram Nath Kovind and 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi wished the citizens 
joy and harmony.

People celebrated Eid, 
which marks the end of 
fasting month of Ramadan, 
by offering prayers, visiting 
relatives and friends and 
exchanging greetings and 
sweets. Many distributed 
clothes and fruits to the 
poor. 

In Delhi, thousands 
of Muslims turned up at 
the Jama Masjid, Makki 
Masjid, Fatehpuri Masjid, 
Masjid Jamia Milia Isla-
mia, Masjid Faiz-e-Illahi 
and other mosques to offer 
Eid prayers before starting 
their celebrations.

Leaders across the po-
litical spectrum shared 
greetings and offered 
namaz at the Parliament 
Street mosque. Guests were 
treated to sheer khorma -- 
special sweet made of ver-
micelli, milk and dry fruits.

In Mumbai and he rest 
of Maharashtra, the faith-
ful, clad in their festival 
finery, congregated at the 
600-plus mosques in the 
city and other parts of the 
state to offer the special 
Eid namaaz, in many areas 
braving heavy rains.

The biggest congrega-
tion was witnessed at the 
Jama Masjid, instead of 
the Azad Maidan, on ac-
count of rain fears. Besides 
mosques, homes in many 

17 die in NE flood; situation 
grim in Assam, improves 

in three states  |  P4
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Muslim areas were illumi-
nated and decked up with 
colourful fairy lights and 
flowers.

In Uttar Pradesh, too, 
lakhs of Muslims celebrat-
ed Eid-ul-Fitr with tradi-
tional fervour. The celebra-
tions were led by Governor 
Ram Naik, who visited the 
Aishbagh Eidgah in Luc-
know. Former Indian crick-
eter Mohd Azharuddin of-
fered prayers at the Eidgah 
in Moradabad. 

In Telangana, Mus-
lims offered Eid prayers at 
Eidgah or open grounds 
and mosques in the twin 

cities of Hyderabad and 
Secunderabad and in oth-
er towns. Attired in new 
clothes and wearing skull 
caps, men and children 
thronged Eidgah and 
mosques since morning.

The biggest congrega-
tion was held at Mir Alam 
Eidgah in Hyderabad. 
More than two lakh people 
offered namaz at this his-
toric site. 

The shopping for Eid 
continued throughout 
the night and till Saturday 
morning. Markets around 
historic Charminar in the 
old city and other parts 

of Hyderabad were abuzz 
with shopping.

Other parts of the 
country including Gujarat, 
Bihar, Assam and Tamil 
Nadu too reported Eid cel-
ebrations, with prayers and 
people hugging each other 
in mosques, marquees, 
halls and homes, sharing 
greetings of 'Eid Mubarak' 
and offering each other the 
Eid dish 'Sheer-Korma'.

Bollywood celebrities 
including Amitabh Bach-
chan, Shah Rukh Khan, 
Farhan Akhtar and Sanjay 
Dutt too prayed for peace, 
prosperity and love on 

the occasion. Twitter was 
abuzz with greetings from 
the celebrities.

"Eid Mubarak and 
good wishes to all fellow 
citizens, especially to our 
Muslim brothers and sis-
ters in India and abroad. 
May this happy occasion 
bring joy to your families 
and foster fraternity, un-
derstanding and mutual 
goodwill in our shared so-
ciety," President Kovind 
tweeted.

"Eid Mubarak! May this 
day deepen the bonds of 
unity and harmony in our 
society," Modi tweeted.
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Local bodies urged to conserve environment

Yemhi College holds convocation

Noklak bids adieu to 
departing officer

CM mourns demise

Leadership training held in Atoizu

Kiphire’s Atma trains farmers in nutrition

Sameti organises training for Atma functionaries

Assam Rifles continue with civic action programmes 

Rongsenlemla Imchen, along with community leaders, seen here with representative items during the distribution on June 11 at Kohima 
range office.

 A section of participants who attended the leadership development training at Atoizu town on June 16. 

Members of the Atma of Kiphire and participants pose for a group photograph during the training on June 16. 

Graduates and faculty members pose for a lens at Yemhi Memorial College in Dimapur.

Dr. I Amenla, and professor of EEI (AAU) Jorhat Dr. AK Bhattacharya, along with research associates and other functionaries 
during the training event.

A resource person from the Assam Rifles talks about the ills of drug addiction in Longmatre on June 14. 

KUN lauds Dimapur police 
Karbi Union Nagaland (KUN) has lauded the Dimapur police; 
superintendent of police, East Karbi-Anglong; and Manja police 
office-in-charge; in arresting the culprits of the triple murder 
on June 4  at Wotsami complex, Golaghat road, Dimapur. In a 
press release, Samuel Rongpi, KUN president, and the secretary, 
Moia Rongpi, also acknowledged the contribution rendered by 
different individuals and organisations in nabbing the culprits 
at the earliest.  The union also appreciated the role played by 
the elders of both Zeme and Sangtam tribes headed by their 
respective presidents at that crucial juncture. The union further 
warned any individual or group attempting to bail out the 
culprits adding that they would be doing so at their own risks. 

UBC congratulates women’s pastor
The United Baptist Church, Midland, Dimapur , has 
congratulated its woman pastor, Dr. Elizabeth Cing, on being 
conferred an honorary doctorate degree (D. Min) on June 15, 
2018 by the University of Christian Studies in Association with 
International Council for Theological Accreditation.  In a press 
release, Rev. Puduhu Khusoh said the honorary degree was in 
recognition of Dr. Cing’s selfless dedication in church ministry. 
He also mentioned that she has been a committed follower of 
Christ, who has spent around 17 years in church ministry. Out 
of these 17 years, she spent 7 years with a prayer ministry and 
10 years with the UBC, it added. 

ANATG instructs members 
Dimapur unit of All Nagaland Ad-hoc Teachers Group (ANATG) 
2015 has reminded all its members to strictly follow the 
instructions and resolution passed by the agitation core 
committee and central body. In a press release, the unit 
president, Surhota Yhobu, the secretary, Kughalu Swu, 
informed all its members to report at the directorate of school 
education, Kohima, at 8 am sharp on June 18. The unit also 
requested all right thinking citizens to extend their support 
and cooperation in their fight for justice.

NGO forum informs 
To strengthen common concerns and objectives, the Nagaland 
NGOs’ Forum (NNF) has invited every government registered 
NGOs to enrol themselves with the forum. The forum was 
formed on May 15 last with the objectives to attain welfare 
of the societies, build networking relationship amongst NGOs, 
monitor better service delivery to the beneficiaries, insist 
transparency to check corruption on project agencies, and offer 
platform for better governance to the state government etc. 
The forum chairperson, Dr. Hesheto Chishi has requested all 
concerned NGOs to contact its information secretary on phone 
nos. 91 8974028113 and 91 9612161763 the general secretary 
on phone no. 91 7005715285 for enrolment with the forum.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Kohima, June 16 (EMN): 
As a part of the “liveli-
hood development and 
plantation programme,” 
Kohima forest division 
has organised awareness 
cum distribution pro-
gramme on June 11 at 
Kohima range office. 

According to the de-
partment press release, 

t h e  a w a r e n e s s  p r o -
gramme was organised 
to strengthen those local 
institutions, JFMCs and 
women societies (SHG) 
involved in natural re-
source management. 

Speaking on the occa-
sion, DFO Kohima, Rong-
senlemla Imchen, has 
appreciated the efforts 

of those local institutions 
involved in conserving 
the environment. She has 
also highlighted on the 
importance of their role 
in protecting the forests 
and the environment for 
a sustainable livelihood. 

Imchen also informed 
about the initiatives tak-
en up by department 

towards improving live-
lihood through protec-
tion and conservation of 
forest. 

D u r i n g  t h e  p r o -
gramme, plastic chairs 
and various economi-
cally valued species of 
saplings were distributed 
to the local institutions to 
build up their capacity as 

well as for their livelihood 
activities.

Meanwhile, local in-
stitutions and the SHGs 
have appreciated the 
initiatives of the divi-
sion and the department 
towards conserving the 
environment. They have 
also assured all support 
and cooperation in con-
serving the forest and 
environment.

The “livelihood de-
velopment” programme 
has been divided into 
several phases initiated 
by Kohima forest divi-
sion. The first  phase 
was held in March 2018, 
wherein seed money was 
distributed to selected 
SHGs to raise nurseries 
and plantation and also 
to supplement their ac-
tivities in raising organic 
crops for their livelihood. 
The next phase would be 
held in the subsequent 
months depending on 
site inspection, progress 
and report.

Dimapur, June 16 (EMN): Kipi Qomi 
Welfare Society (KQWS), a non-prof-
itable NGO based at Dimapur with its 
branch office at Zunheboto, has organ-
ised leadership development training 
programme for minority women (non-
residential) at Atoizu town jubilee hall 
on June 16. The programme was spon-
sored by the ministry of minority affairs, 
Government of India, New Delhi, under 
the scheme “Nai Roshni.” 

The training programme, which was 
chaired by Kavito Achumi, began with 
a word of prayer said by Ms Khevikali 
Achumi, associate youth pastor of Atoi-
zu Town Baptist Church (Nito Mount). 

Resource person and senior nurse of 
Atoizu PHC, Mrs Tozheli Awomi, spoke 
on the topic ‘Health and hygiene.’ In 
her talk, the resource person strongly 
advocated that the health of women 
determine the asset of a nation. She 

advised that women should always keep 
themselves healthy in order to shoulder 
any eventuality that might arise out of 
any situation especially at home. 

Stating that every woman should 
make use of the freely available govern-
ment schemes like NHM, the resource 
person encouraged the young mothers 
to immunise their child in order to en-
able them live a healthy life when they 
grow up. She also demonstrated on 
the technique of hand washing to the 
participants.

The programme ended with a prayer 
said by Ms Nighatoli Chishi, associate 
women pastor of Atoizu town Baptist 
Church (SBAK Aizuto). The programme 
was attended by around 40 women from 
Atoizu town and surrounding villages.

This was stated in a press release is-
sued by Henito Sema, chairman of the 
organising committee.

Dimapur, June 16 (EMN): Agri-
culture Technology Management 
Agency (ATMA), Kiphire block, has 
conducted training on ‘nutritional 
garden’ on June 16. 

The programme was chaired 
by Mhabemo Patton, ATM Kiphire 
block. The resource person, Keko-

senuo Solo, spoke on the role of 
kitchen gardening in improving 
the economy of the household in 
providing additional income. He 
also expounded that wastes from 
the kitchen could also be utilised to 
fertilise the soil and serve as nutrient 
supplement for the kitchen garden. 

Seeds of radish and yard-long 
beans were also distributed during 
the training. Participants were also 
taught on the scientific cultivation 
method of radish and yard-long 
beans. A total of 30 participants 
including 28 male and 2 female at-
tended the training.

Dimapur, June 16 (EMN): State 
chief minister, Niephiu Rio 
has mourned the demise of 
Kevimedo Rutsa, former vice 
president of Angami Public 
Organisation (APO) and former 
chairman of Kohima village 
council, who passed away on 
June 15 in Kohima at the age 
of 90. According to Rio, late 
Kevimedo Rutsa was a Rüna 
Peyu in the NNC during the 
1950s and was imprisoned for 
the Naga cause. He also served 
as area council member of the 
Northern Angami and later as 
the vice president of the APO. 
He was the chairman of Kohima 
village council for over a decade 
and a life member of the state 
Bharat Scouts and Guides. 

Rio has described him as an 
upright and dedicated leader, 
who always has the concerned 
for the welfare of the people. 
Besides his noteworthy social 
activities, Rio stated that he 
was a good friend of his father 
and remained a fatherly-figure.

While acknowledging his 
inability to attend the funer-
al service, Rio has conveyed 
condolences to all members 
of the bereaved family. He 
prayed that the God Almighty 
would grant solace to the fam-
ily members in their hour of 
grief and sorrow.

Dimapur, June 16 (EMN): A farewell programme in hon-
our of the departing additional deputy commissioner of 
Noklak, Thsuvisei Phoji, was conducted on June 14 at the 
DB’s Court in Noklak. 

A press note from the department of IPR informed 
that Phoji, during his address, considered Noklak as 
one of the best administrative headquarters he had ever 
served in his career. He has appreciated the staff and 
officers from other departments of the sub-division for 
extending support and cooperation during his tenure. 

Nchemthung Ezung, extra assistant commissioner of 
Noklak, has thanked the departing officer for rendering 
selfless services to the people of Noklak. He described 
Phoji as a talented administrator who maintained law 
and order situation peacefully. 

leyball match with local 
youths of Chukitong vil-
lage in Wokha district on 
June 13.

The event was con-
ducted as part of “HIV/
AIDS and drugs free Na-
galand” campaign. The 
match was witnessed by 
more than 45 local youths 
of Chukitong region.

The same battalion has 
also organised an interac-
tion with the Ex-Service-
men at Doyang on June 14. 
The aim of the event was 
to address the problems 
and grievances of ESM. 
A total of 10 ESM of the 
region participated in the 
interaction.

Meanwhile, Kiphire 
battalion of the Assam 
Rifles, collaboration with 
Zisaji Presidency College, 
has observed the World 

Blood Donors Day by or-
ganising a workshop cum 
drawing competition in 
Kiphire on June 14.

The risk of HIV/AIDS 
through blood transmis-
sion and the steps to pre-
vent it were also explained. 
Altogether 32 students took 
part in the competition.

The same battalion 
has organised a lecture 
cum interactive session 
on “Drug free Nagaland” 
for people of Longmatre 
on June 14. 

The aim of the event 
was to educate the pub-
lic about the ill effects of 
drugs on an individual’s 
life and for the whole so-
ciety. Various reasons for 
drug addiction and steps 
to overcome were also 
emphasised during the 
interaction. 

The aim behind the 
event was to foster a spirit 
of sportsmanship and en-
courage the youth to ac-
tively participate in sports 

activities. The sports items 
were handed over to Las-
hito Yephto, head GB of 
Lukikhe village, in the 
presence of Lukikhe vil-

lage council chairman.
I n  a n o t h e r  p r o -

gramme, Wokha battalion 
of the Assam Rifles has 
conducted friendly vol-

Dimapur, June 16 (EMN): 
Chieswema battalion of 
the Assam Rifles has or-
ganised a drawing and es-
say writing competition on 
the theme ‘Say no to drugs’ 
at Zeizou on June 13.

The aim of the com-
petition was to inculcate 
competitive spirit and 
bring out hidden talents 
among the students as 
well as spread awareness 
about ill effects of drug 
menace on human body, 
its negative consequences 
for individuals and the so-
ciety. A total of 42 students 
from Classes VI and VII 
have participated in the 
competition.

Zunheboto battalion 
of the Assam Rifles has 
distributed sports items 
to Lukikhe village in Zun-
heboto district on June 13.

Dimapur, June 16 (EMN): Ex-
tension Education Institute-
North East Region (EEI-NER), 
Assam Agriculture Manage-
ment (AAU), Jorhat, in collabo-
ration with State Agriculture 
Management and Extension 
Training Institute (SAMETI) 
has organised training on ‘Skill 
for using ICT in agriculture’ 

from June 5-8 at SAMETI, 
Medziphema.

The training was aimed at 
equipping ATMA functionaries 
with the knowledge and skills 
of ICT application in agricul-
ture so as to effectively dis-
seminate timely information to 
the farming community.

Resource persons of the 

training were Dr. AK Bhattach-
arya, professor EEI (AAU); M 
Dutta, research associate EEI 
(AAU); and P Sharma, research 
associate EEI (AAU).

Topics on ‘Importance of 
ICTs and its application in 
agriculture extension,’ ‘Infor-
mation needs of the farming 
community,’ ‘Problems and 

Dimapur, June 16 (EMN): Yemhi 
Memorial College, Dimapur, has 
organised its third graduation 
day programme on June 12 in 
the college’s conference hall. 
A press note from the college 
informed that the principal of 
MGM College, Shibu Varghese, 
attended the programme as the 
chief guest.

Varghese, in his address, has 
termed education as the most 
powerful weapon to change the 
world. Varghese also advised 
the students to strive hard and 
receive quality education to 
become responsible citizens in 
the world. He further urged the 
students to always uphold the 
values of life and learn to en-
hance knowledge.

It mentioned that 35 students 
graduated from the college. Cer-
tificates and cash awards were 
also awarded to the successful 
students. 

prospects/ opportunities in 
application of ICT,’ ‘Mobile 
Apps and its application in ag-
riculture extension,’ ‘Practicing 
mobile Apps,’ ‘Social media as 
a tool for extension,’ ‘Agricul-
tural website and E-learning 
resources,’ and ‘Successful ICT 
projects- e-choupal, e-arik, 
MSSRF-VRCs’ were imparted 
by the resource persons.

A field visit to Kukidolong 
was also organised where the 
trainees and resource persons 
have interacted with progres-
sive poultry farm teacher and 
members of Unity SHG.

In the valedictory pro-
gramme, Dr. AK Bhattacharya 
has congratulated the trainees 
on completion of the training 
with enthusiasm.

S A M E T I  d i re c t o r,  D r. 
Amenla, has encouraged the 
trainees to access the infor-
mation online and transfer 
the knowledge to the farming 
community in order to achieve 
food sufficiency. She has also 
highlighted on two mobile 
apps namely ‘Naga farm doc-
tor’ and ‘Nagaland local plant’ 
which were recently launched 
by the state agriculture depart-
ment.

The function concluded 
with the distribution of certifi-
cates to the trainees.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

LATE XAVIER RUTSA
Born on 23.8.1976 – Departed on 11.6.2018

“The Lord gave and the 
Lord has taken away.  
Blessed be the name of  

the Lord.” 
( John: 1:21 )

e humbly and sincerely 
convey our sincere 
thanks and gratitude to 

each and everyone who stood by us 
– spiritually, emotionally, physically, 
financially and materially during the 
unfortunate and sudden demise of 
our beloved brother Xavier Rutsa, 
who left for his Heavenly abode on 
11th June 2018. It was one of the 
darkest moments in our lives. But 
the love, care and concern of all of 
you, had been the catharsis for us. 

We deeply regret our inability to 
thank you all personally but it is our 
humble and sincere prayer that our 
Heavenly Father shower His choicest 
blessings upon you all!

Loving family members 
and relatives.

K-1767
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Union minister assures improvement of power in the state

Legal personnel train data entry operators 

Mokokchung motorcycle group rolls out to retrace root

ANGPTA of Tseminyu appeals for 
regularisation of adhoc teachers 

Academy to groom unemployed 
youths inaugurated in Dimapur

‘Govt. ignoring genuine rights of domestic 
workers equal to corruption’ 

EM Images

EM Images

RK Singh and Tovihoto Ayemi in New Delhi.
Ajongba Imchen addressing the International Domestic Workers Day  
programme on Saturday at the Assisi auditorium in Dimapur. 

Apem Hongvah speaking at the inaugural programme of the Active 
Learners’ Academy at Naharbari in Dimapur.

Riders from the Mokokchung Motorcycle Association get ready for a ride to Chungliyimti in Tuensang district on June 16. 

Domestic workers unite 
to fight for their rights

STATE

Pointing out that there 
are hundreds of organisa-
tions, most of which are 
‘useless,’ Imchen said the 
govt. ignoring the genuine 
rights of domestic work-
ers is equal to corruption. 
Adding to this, he said ‘any 
issue in Nagaland last only 
for 24-hours.’ 

Assuring free assist-
ance from the DDLSA with 
the Dimapur court to do-
mestic workers, Imchen 
acknowledged the union 
as the most genuine or-
ganisation. He was opti-
mistic that the state gover-
nor will take cognizance of 
their issue. 

“90% of the office-
goers in the state are able 
to enjoy their job comfort-
ably because of the do-
mestic workers who work 
behind the closed doors 
doing household chores. 
As the office-goer work at 
their respective workplace 
likewise the employers 
should recognise domes-

tic work as work”, Imchen 
underlined. 

Informing that till date 
no cases from domestic 
workers have been re-
ported, the chief judicial 
magistrate observed that it 
is because of   lack of legal 
awareness. 

As a pressure group 
that belong to a section 
who need protection and 
help, Imchen assured the 
domestic workers of free 
legal services and protec-
tion from the DDLSA who 
are committed.

There are 1750 mem-
bers registered under the 
NDWM and Nagaland 
Domestic Workers Union 
who are fighting for recog-
nition of their work at the 
household and domestic 
work. The NDWM wants 
the govt. to address the key 
issues like fixing minimum 
wages, registering of Na-
galand Domestic Workers 
Union under Trade Union 
Act. 

Dimapur, June 16 (EMN): 
Advisor for Power Tovi-
hoto Ayemi along with 
senior officers from the 
department of Power 
presented the techni-
cal requirements of the 
state to Union Minister 
of State for Power and 
New Renewable Energy, 
RK Singh in New Delhi on 
June 15.

According to the press 
release received here 
from the public relation 
officer of Nagaland house 
New Delhi, the Union 
minister had given assur-
ance that top priority will 
be given for overall power 
improvement in the state. 
Assuring this Singh also 
told the officers that all 
the norms have to be 
followed while imple-
menting various power 
projects in the state.

The advisor pointed 
out that the power sec-
tor in the state had been 
ignored for so many years 
and there is a need to 
revamp and modernize 
the sector and for that 
the state resources alone 
is insufficient to bring 
quick changes.

Ayemi informed the 
Union minister that the 
state had now identified 
various hydro potential 

locations but there are 
numerous challenges in 
development of hydro 
projects and one such 
reason is attributed to 
adequate funding pattern 
from the Government of 
India and thereby requir-
ing gap funding support 
from NEC/DoNER. 

The advisor also said 
to have submitted a let-
ter from Chief Minister 

Neiphiu Rio requesting 
the Union minister to 
provide funding for few 
priority hydro projects 
in the state such as 42 
Mega Watt Lower Tizu 
project, 24 Mega Watt 
Zungki project and 2.1 
Mega Watt Dzuna experi-
mental model project. 

Saying that the hydro 
project cost need to be 
thoroughly examined 

through appropriate cen-
tral agency, the Union 
minister gave assurance 
that necessary support 
will be extended. 

Ayemi also stated to 
have mentioned about 
the conversion of the ex-
isting electro-mechanical 
meters to that of pre-
paid meters to mitigate 
huge Aggregate Techni-
cal & Commercial losses 

Dimapur June 16 (EMN): The All Na-
galand Government Primary Teacher 
Association (ANGPTA) of Tseminyu 
unit has appealed to the state govern-
ment and the concerned department to 
regularize the service of all 1166 adhoc 
teachers without further delay.

In a press release the unit president 
stated that the ANATG members had 
fulfilled all the criteria laid down by the 
department like teacher training, suit-
ability test and spot verification of the 

documents.
The union also impressed upon the 

government to regularize those teach-
ers for the smooth functioning and 
no further disturbances of the school 
environment. 

Meanwhile, the unit extended its 
full support to the NSSATA ongoing 
agitation. It urged the government to 
come up with permanent solution at 
the earliest and deliver justice to both 
the parties.

 Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, June 16: Ac-
tive Learners’ Academy, 
an institution to groom 
unemployed youths was 
inaugurated at Naharbari 
junction opposite to Hol-
lotoli School in Dimapur 
on June 16.

Active Learners’ Acad-
emy is opposed to tra-
ditional way of learning 
where there is only one-
way traffic. It follows a 
two-way process where 
mentors and mentee rela-
tionship can be explored 
by way of opening to feed-
back and coaching.

According to proprie-
tor of the academy, Apem 
Hongvah, most of the 
students and educated 
youths are ‘very passive 
and laid-back in their ap-
proach due to plain ig-
norance and lack of self 
knowledge, confidence, 
guidance, and exposure.’

Through his experi-
ences from working in 
different institutions, 
Hongvah said he came 
up with his own system 
of groom the youths of 
Nagaland with an objec-
tive to make them active in 
business communication 
from the basics.

The academy focus-
es to train educational 
unemployed youth, job 
seekers, civil service as-
pirants, and college and 
high school students. The 
academy will provide soft 
skill, professional train-
ing and coaching for state 
civil service and class X 
students.  

The proprietor in-
formed that special dis-

Lanusungkum Aier 
informed that in the dis-
trict levels, there are NIC 
office in the deputy com-
missioner’s office and to 
contact the DIO for tech-
nical support when need 
arise. However, in Zun-
heboto and Longleng, 
the FMS can facilitate in 
system support.

Delivering the key-
note address, Mezivolu T 

Therieh, member secre-
tary NSLSA, highlighted 
that digitisation and use 
of artificial intelligence 
in district legal services 
authority have become 
very important for pro-
viding better services to 
the people. She said that 
to come at par with other 
states, proper data man-
agement was crucial. 

She also thanked the 

National Legal Services 
Authority for enabling the 
NSLSA to appoint DEO, 
the NIC for cooperation 
and the Gauhati High 
Court, Kohima Bench for 
providing assistance dur-
ing the training. 

Nungsangchiba, nod-
al officer NSLSA, deliv-
ered the vote of thanks 
and also chaired the pro-
gramme. The trainers 

were Nungsangchiba and 
Amento, Programmer, 
Gauhati High Court, Ko-
hima Bench and Kethilo 
Seb, Sr. Technical Officer, 
Gauhati High Court, Ko-
hima Bench. 

The DEO were trained 
t h r o u g h  t h e o r y  a n d 
practical sessions where 
twelve DEOs from 11 
districts of Nagaland at-
tended the training. 

Our Correspondent
M o k o k c h u n g ,  J u n e 
16 (EMN):  The newly 
f o r m e d  a s s o c i a t i o n 

called the Mokokchung 
Motorcycle Association 
(MMA) on June 16 tra-
versed out to Chungliy-

imti village in Tuensang 
district, the supposed 
birthplace of the Ao tribe 
under the theme, “Route 

to root”.
The tour was flagged 

off from Imkongmer-
en Sports Complex in 

Mokokchung.
Around 40 bikers will 

cover a distance of some 
60 km during a day tour.

(AT&C) loss of the state. 
He requested the DoN-
ER Ministry to speed up 
the proposed pre-paid 
project covering 19 statu-
tory and census towns. 
Besides other technical 
projects, the advisor em-
phasised on the pre-paid 
metering project and 
assurance was given by 
Union minister to put it 
on fast track, the press 
release stated.

The Union minister 
said that although the 
AT&C loss in the state is 
now showing positive 
sign of improvement, the 
huge revenue loss has 
to be quickly controlled 
in important towns like 
Dimapur by engaging 
various stakeholders. 

He also categorically 
mentioned that to quick-
ly improve the power sys-
tem, Nagaland should no 
longer function in isola-
tion with outdated sys-
tem.  “It is high time that 
like other North Eastern 
States, the Power sector 
in the state of Nagaland 
should also be imme-
diately corporatized so 
as to enable the State 
to avail various benefits 
from financial institu-
tions,” the union minister 
said.

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, June 16: Do-
mestic workers, the ne-
glected lot in the society 
converged to commemo-
rate a day dedicated for 
them, the International 
Domestic Workers Day on 
Sat. June 16, turned out to 
be more of fight against 
discrimination they face at 
their workplace and their 
decade fight for recogni-
tion of the Nagaland Do-
mestic Workers Union as 
a trade union in the state. 

Confounded by the 
indifference attitude of the 
state government towards 
the union’s demand, the 
Chief Judicial Magistrate 
Ajongba Imchen, who is 
also the secretary of the 
Dimapur District Legal 
Service Authority (DDLSA) 
secretary, questioned why 
the govt. was not recognis-
ing the union. 

Imchen was address-
ing the occasion as the 
speaker which was com-
memorated with the 
theme “Uniting for do-
mestic workers rights,” 
organised by the National 
Domestic Workers Move-
ment (NDWM) in collabo-
ration with the DDLSA 
at Assisi auditorium in 
Dimapur.    

The chief judicial mag-
istrate pointed out that 
unless the government 
recognises the Nagaland 
Domestic Workers Union 
as a trade union, they can-
not fight for their rights 
lawfully. 

D i m a p u r ,  J u n e  1 6 
(EMN): Nagaland State 
Legal Services Author-
ity (NSLSA) conducted 
one-day training for data 
entry operators at Gau-
hati High Court, Kohima 
Bench, on June 12.

Speaking at the in-
augural session, Lanu-
sungkum Aier, Technical 
Director NIC, Nagaland 
State Centre, Kohima, 
urged the participants to 
be indispensible in their 
work as they were versed 
with the activities of the 
legal services authority 
by having worked as pan-
el lawyer and para-legal 
volunteers. 

Hi g h l i g h t i n g  t h a t 
through artificial intelli-
gence information reach-
es till the doorstep of the 
people, he pointed out 
that the data collected in 
the district and uploaded 
in the web portal will be 
used in the state to the 
national and till the inter-
national level.  

count will be given to de-
serving and less privileged 
candidates. Free career 
counselling will be given 

from Monday–Friday from 
9 am to 12 noon. Regular 
coaching will start from 
the first week of July.
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Guwahati/Agartala, June 
16 (PTI): The flood situa-
tion in Assam worsened 
today as four more people 
lost their lives, taking the 
death toll in the region to 
17, officials said.

Although the situa-
tion improved marginally 
in Tripura and Mizoram 
in the past 24 hours, one 
more person died in Ma-
nipur from flood-related 
incidents.

According to the As-
sam State Disaster Man-
agement Authority (AS-
DMA), four persons lost 
their lives in flood and 
landslide related inci-
dents during the last 24 
hours.

While one person each 
died at Sadar and Lakhipur 
revenue circles in Cachar 
district, one person lost 

his life at Lanka in Hojai, 
it added.

Heavy rainfall trig-
gered landslide at Mahur, 
Harangajao and Maibang 
under Haflong revenue 
circle in Dima Hasao, 
where one person lost his 
life, the ASDMA said.

With this, the total 
number of persons losing 
their lives has gone up to 
seven in the first wave of 
flood this year.

The ASDMA said over 
4.25 lakh people have been 
affected in Assam’s Hojai, 
Karbi Anglong East, Karbi 
Anglong West, Golaghat, 
Karimganj, Hailakandi 
and Cachar districts.

Karimganj has been 
the worst-affected with 
over 1.95 lakh people, fol-
lowed by Hailakandi with 
almost 1.89 lakh people.

Currently, 716 villages 
are under water and 3,292 
hectares of crop areas have 
been damaged, the AS-
DMA said.

Due to landslide be-
tween the Bandarkhal and 
Damchara station, rail 
movement continued to 
remain suspended in the 
Lumding-Badarpur sec-
tion, Northeast Frontier 
Railway Chief Public Rela-
tions Officer Pranav Jyoti 
Sharma said.

The ASDMA said au-
thorities are running 213 
relief camps and distribu-
tion centres in five dis-
tricts, where 1,00,010 peo-
ple have taken shelter.

Nearly 350 people have 
been evacuated to safer 
places during the last 24 
hours by the SDRF and 
NDRF personnel from Ka-

rimganj, Hailakandi and 
Cacahar.

Landslides have taken 
place at three locations 
in Guwahati city, but no 
casualties has been re-
ported so far.

Currently, Brahmapu-
tra at Nimatighat in Jorhat, 
while Barak at AP Ghat in 
Cachar and Badarpurghat 
in Karimganj are flowing 
above the danger marks.

Other rivers like Dhan-
siri at Numaligarh in 
Golaghat, Jia Bharali at NT 
Road crossing in Sonitpur, 
Kopili at Kampur in Na-
gaon, Katakhal at Matizuri 
in Hailakandi and Kushi-
yara at Karimganj town are 
flowing above the danger 
marks.

In Manipur, one per-
son died in Imphal West 
district, official sources 

said.
However, the intensity 

of rainfall decreased in 
Imphal this morning, but 
the situation was yet to 
improve in the valley dis-
tricts of Thoubal, Imphal 
West and Bishnupur, they 
said.

A fisherman drowned 
in a swollen river in Imphal 
West district yesterday, a 
report issued by the Relief 
and Disaster Management 
Department noted, add-
ing that more than 1.8 lakh 
people have been affected 
by the floods.

The number of dam-
aged houses across the 
state has increased to 
22,624 yesterday from 
12,500 on Thursday, ne-
cessitating the setting up 
of 48 new relief camps, it 
said.

The flood situation 
has slightly improved 
in Tripura even as over 
40,000 people continue to 
remain stranded in 189 re-
lief camps across the state, 
the sources said.

The flood situation 
also improved in Mizo-
ram today with the water 
level of river Tlawng and 
Langkaih receding, offi-
cials said. 

Disaster Management 
and Rehabilitation de-
partment officials said 
though the water level of 
Tlawng and Langkaih riv-
er in Lunglei district has 
started receding, but 500 
families were displaced 
and a number of houses 
were still under the water.

Shillong, June 16 (PTI): 
The Meghalaya govern-
ment today suspended 
mobile internet services 
in seven districts of Khasi-
Jaintia Hills region after 
intelligence inputs raised 
concerns over the law and 
order situation in those 
areas.

The suspension order 
was issued at 3 pm to-
day, three days after it was 
lifted, and will remain in 
force for 48 hours, Secre-
tary, Home (Police) De-
partment, S Kharlyngdoh 
said.

The decision was taken 
based on Director General 
of Police S B Singh’s report, 
which suggested that “seri-
ous law and order situa-
tion concerns” still remain 
in the seven districts of 
Khasi-Jaintia Hills region, 
he told PTI.

“Mobile internet, in 

that case, can likely be 
used to transmit informa-
tion that has potential to 
incite violence in the re-
gion again,” Kharlyngdoh 
said.

The state capital came 
in the grip of violence for 
five days following clashes 
between Sikhs and Khasis 
in the city’s Punjabi Lane 
area on May 31.

The tension spread to 
other areas, after rumours 
related to the clashes were 
circulated on social media.

The administration 
had to impose curfew on 
Shillong and suspend In-
ternet services to control 
the situation.

The suspension was, 
however, lifted on June 
13 after the government 
was convinced that the 
situation has improved, 
12 days after it was banned 
on June 1.

Guwahati, June 16 (PTI): Assam 
government today announced 
19 cancer care centres, to be set 
up across the state in partnership 
with Tata Trusts at an investment 
of Rs 1,910 crore, will start func-
tioning from mid-2020.

The government will lay the 
foundation stone of the proposed 
centres at a function on June 18 in 
presence of Assam Chief Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal, BJP Presi-
dent Amit Shah and Tata Trusts 
Chairman Ratan Tata.

“We have reached the stage 
now to lay the foundation stone 
and conduct ‘Bhumi Pujan’, which 
will be done on Monday.

After that, all the hospitals will 
be operational tentatively within 
next two years,” Assam Health 
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma 
said at a press conference here.

The Assam government and 
Tata Trusts have formed a non- 
profitable entity -- Assam Cancer 
Care Foundation (ACCF) -- with 
equal partnership to implement 
the project and manage the cen-
tres, he added.

“Tata Trusts will give Rs 830 

crore initially, while the Assam 
government will put in Rs 1,080 
crore. So, the initial corpus of Rs 
1,910 crore will go to ACCF, which 
will be a six-member trust,” Sarma 
said.

The association is to set up 19 
cancer hospitals or centres of “dif-
ferent categorisation” at as many 
places, the Health minister said.

Assam government had 
signed a Memorandum of Under-
standing with Tata Trusts during 
the ‘Advantage Assam - Global In-
vestment Summit 2018’ in Febru-
ary this year to operate 17 cancer 
care centres across 15 districts. 

Sarma said the number of the 
centres has been revised and it 
will be 19 now. As per the plan, 
the district hospitals at Darrang, 
Goalpara, Golaghat, Haflong and 
Sivasagar will have diagnosis and 
day-care centres without having 
surgery facilities, termed as L3.

Existing and proposed medi-
cal colleges at Barpeta, Jorhat, 
Silchar, Tezpur, Diphu, Dhubri, 
Kokrajhar, Lakhimpur, Nagaon, 
Tinsukia, Karimganj and Nalbari 
will have facilities for radiation, 

chemotherapy and surgery with 
150 bedded hospitals, termed as 
L2. Assam Medical College and 
Hospital will be the referral centre 
and will have a separate 200-250 
hospital, termed as L1, Sarma 
said.

“Out of these proposed cen-
tres, we are having some prob-
lems regarding land acquisition in 
Darrang, Golaghat, Sivasagar and 
Haflong. In rest of the places, land 
has been given to ACCF under a 33 
year lease agreement,” he added.

Apart from these centres, the 
Assam government is construct-
ing a 500-bedded cancer hospital 
under the Gauhati Medical Col-
lege and Hospital, the Health 
minister informed.

“For developing the Guwahati 
hospital as apex centre for cancer 
treatment, we will invest Rs 200 
crore, of which Rs 180 crore will 
be given by the Centre,” he added.

Sarma said this hospital will be 
known as South East Asian Cancer 
Research Centre and it will carry 
out research on the disease in 
North East as well as neighbour-
ing countries.

Itanagar, June 16 (PTI): Mem-
bers of the Arunachal Pradesh 
Youth Congress took out a bike 
rally from Nirjuli to the state 
capital today to protest against 
inflation and other issues.

Shouting Bharat Bachao 
slogans, hundreds of Youth 
Congress members partici-
pated in the rally from Nirjuli, 
19 kilometre from here, despite 
a drizzle.

State Congress president 
Takam Sanjoy and AIYC nation-
al secretary Monalisa Banerjee, 
in-charge of the state, flagged 
off the rally at 8 am after a heat-
ed exchange of words with the 
police, as it was prohibited 
from taking off from the original 
venue, the party leaders said.

The police prohibited the 
rally from taking off from Nyo-
kumniya hall at Nirjuli along the 
NH-415 on the ground that the 
district magistrate had refused 
it permission.

The state Congress presi-
dent who had an argument 
with the police officers on duty 
said that permission for taking 

out the rally had been sought 
two weeks ago and “denying 
permission on the spot without 
prior intimation amounted to 
provocation.” 

“It is a democratic country 
and we cannot be prohibited 
from taking out a rally just be-
cause the vice president has 
arrived here a day in advance. It 
is injustice,” Sanjoy said.

The partcipants went a few 
metres ahead of the original 
venue and began the rally, he 
said.

“With no governance, ris-
ing inflation and continuing 
negligence of the downtrodden 
sections of the society, it is time 
to awaken the masses,” Sanjoy 
and Banerjee said.

Vice President M Venkaiah 
Naidu had cancelled his Sikkim 
visit due to inclement weather 
yesterday and arrived here from 
Bagdogra yesterday afternoon.

The vice president is sched-
uled to lay the foundation stone 
of a seepage management sys-
tem and storm water drainage 
system of Itanagar.

Agartala, June 16 (IANS): 
The Tripura government 
on Saturday launched 
the GPS (Global Position-
ing System) and wireless 
based 24x7 “mobile polic-
ing” service to curb crime, 
especially against women.

Launching the “mobile 
policing” service, Chief 
Minister Biplab Kumar 
Deb said the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party-led alliance gov-
ernment’s main thrust is to 
make Tripura a crime and 
drug free state.

“We want to empower 
women. My government’s 
resolution is zero tolerance 
against all types of crimes, 
especially against women. 
We would root out the ac-
tivities of the ‘land mafia”,” 
said Deb, who also holds 
the home portfolio.

He said with the launch 
of the “mobile policing” 
service, people won’t need 
to go to the police, and 
police would go to the spot 
within a few minutes to 
deal with the situation.

“People, with the help 
of information technology, 
can inform the police using 
any electronic devices or 
system and police can also, 
by exploiting the informa-
tion technology, deal with 
the situation. It would save 
time and physical involve-
ment.”

The BJP-led alliance 
government on Saturday 
completed 100 days in of-
fice.

“My government’s big-
gest achievement in the 
100 days is transparency in 

governance,” Deb said and 
asked the police and other 
government officials and 
employees to complete 
their tasks in a time bound 
manner.

He said the BJP govern-
ment, in a significant deci-
sion last month, reserved 
10 per cent posts in the 
police force for women to 
deal more efficiently with 
crimes related to them.

“From now on, 10 per 
cent posts would be re-
served in all types of re-
cruitment in police force 
for women. Currently, 
there are four per cent 
women police personnel 
in the Tripura Police force. 
The state government took 
this decision keeping in 
mind the Supreme Court’s 
observation while deal-
ing with Nirbhaya gang 
rape and murder case,” the 
Chief Minister added.

Explaining about the 
24x7 “mobile policing” 
service, police chief Akhil 
Kumar Sukhla said the en-
tire service would be moni-
tored and directed through 
GPS and wireless based 
technology.

“To operate the ‘mobile 
policing’ service, a police 
van or a small vehicle with 
police personnel would 
keep patrolling round-
the-clock in their assigned 
zone. The mobile patrol-
ling would remain in con-
stant contact with the near-
est police station, outpost 
besides higher authorities,” 
the Director General of 
Police said.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, June 16 (EMN): 
Manipur Chief Minister N 
Biren Singh has written to 
the centre to chalk out a 
permanent plan to tackle 
regular flood situation in 
the state. He said this to 
reporters while inspecting 
the breached Imphal river 
embankment sites on June 
16 Saturday.

Singh appealed the 
people to support the on-
going initiative taken to 
chalk out a permanent 
plan to tackle regular flood 
situation in the state.

Flood situation in Ma-
nipur remain grim as the 
death toll reached seven. 

Six of the 16 districts in 
Manipur have been affect-
ed by flood. Over 1.89 lakh 
people across 218 villages 
have been affected, and as 
many as 32, 591 displaced 
residents have taken shel-
ter in 149 relief camps.

The chief minister also 
agreed that the present 
flood scene in the state is 
because of various reasons 
including the heavy rain in 
many parts of the state.

‘Major threat is that, 
after this flood, series of 
landslides may occur if 
the rainfall pattern contin-
ues as such,’ said Deputy 
Director of directorate of 
Environment Dr T Braja-
kumar.

PTI

Villagers cross a flood-affected area on a boat, in Hojai on Saturday, June 16 2018. 

Mirror Crossword 1851sud0ku 1691
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1850

ACROSS
1. Sound loudly
6. Actress ____ Gilbert
10. Moves up and down quickly
14. Spanish for “Mouse”
15. Sound of a horse’s hoof
16. Assist
17. Spiritless or dejected (archaic)
18. Parental sister
19. African river
20. Tropical American pepper plant
22. Plant with jagged leaves
24. Harvest
25. Bewildered
26. Cleaned
29. As well
30. Whale
31. A swim stroke
37. Percolate through some material
39. Doctor of Dental Surgery
40. Keen or enthusiastic
41. Without a male parent
44. Golf ball supports
45. Noxious plant
46. Far east
48. Spades
52. Singer ____ Laine
53. Stout-bodied insect with large 

membranous wings
54. Pertaining to Sudan
58. German auto maker
59. Russian emperor
61. Delay
62. Poisonous tropical Asian tree
63. Snake-like fishes
64. Variant of “Alice”
65. Musical sound
66. Numerical proportion
67. Units of paper 

DOWN
1. ____-a-brac
2. Buddhist monk

3. At the highest point
4. Inkblot test
5. Whole
6. Diving duck
7. Double sulfates of aluminum
8. Actor/director ___ Howard
9. Suitability
10. African family of languages
11. Death notices
12. Beautiful woman 
13. Horse
21. Fishes
23. Express emotion theatrically

25. To favor
26. Canus lupus
27. District
28. Move quickly
29. Increased
32. Sits inactive
33. Explanation
34. S-shaped curve in molding
35. Eager
36. Formerly
38. Chopped with an axe
42. Storyteller
43. Vended

47. Book lover
48. Soldier sent ahead
49. Hippopotamus (abbrev.)
50. Sea
51. A ballroom dance in triple 

time
52. Profane exclamation
54. Sodium chloride
55. Actress ____ Lanchester
56. Slender
57. Centers of hurricanes
60. Large body of water

solutions to suD0ku 1690

17 die in NE flood; situation grim in 
Assam, improves in three states

Mobile internet services 
suspended in seven 
districts of Meghalaya

19 cancer centres in Assam to 
start functioning from mid 2020

YC organises bike rally 
to protest inflation

Tripura starts 
24x7 ‘mobile 
policing’ service

Manipur CM 
writes to centre 
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The teachers and students of Neingulie Memorial High School who were honoured during the reception. 

Members of the Dimapur Meetei Council distributing food to the needy near the railway footbridge. 
The charity was stated to have been undertaken as part of the organisation’s foundation day on June 10.  

A green screen walls-off  a portion of an area at Forest Colony in Dimapur to stop the public from 
dumping garbage in the area, on Sat. June 6. The administrator of the Dimapur Municipal Council Moa 
Sangtam had informed earlier that an organisation would be adopting the portion as part of the DMC’s 
initiative for a ‘clean and a better Dimapur.’

EM Image/ Usha Kumari

Food deeds

Green spots 

Officials sensitised on Intensified 
Diarrhoea Control Fortnight

Workers get a peek into ESI 

RBI eases norms for FPI to invest 
in debt; to help RE, Corp. bonds

Gold slips below INR 
32,000 on global cues

Petrol prices unchanged 
after 8 paise fall on Friday

Higher industrial 
output; Kim-Trump 
meet lift equity indices 

Neingulie Memorial School 
felicitates school’s achievers 

New Delhi, June 16 (PTI): Gold prices dipped below 
the Rs 32,000-mark, tumbling Rs 390 to Rs 31,800 per 
ten grams at the bullion market today amid a weak 
trend overseas and slump in demand from local jew-
ellers at prevailing levels.

Silver also cracked below the Rs 42,000-mark by 
falling Rs 1,050 to Rs 41,350 per kg.

Traders said sentiment was downbeat as the pre-
cious metal fell sharply in global markets as specula-
tors liquidated long positions despite fresh trade war 
worries between the US and China. 

Gold prices fell 1.77 per cent to USD 1,278.90 an 
ounce and silver by 3.44 per cent to USD 16.54 an 
ounce in New York in yesterday’s trade.

In the national capital, gold of 99.9 per cent and 
99.5 per cent purity fell steeply by Rs 390 each to Rs 
31,800 and Rs 31,650 per 10 grams, respectively. It 
had gained Rs 330 in yesterday’s trade.

Sovereign, however, remained unaltered at Rs 
24,800 per piece of eight grams.

Following gold, silver ready dropped by Rs 1,050 
to Rs 41,350 per kg and weekly-based delivery by Rs 
1,295 to Rs 40,200 per kg.

Silver coins, on the other side, were unaltered at 
Rs 76,000 for buying and Rs 77,000 for selling of 100 
pieces in scattered deals.

Mumbai, June 16 (PTI): 
The Reserve Bank has 
eased investment norms 
for foreign portfolio in-
vestors (FPIs) in debt, 
especially into individual 
large corporates, a move 
that can help attract more 
overseas flows and there-
by help arrest the recent 
fall in the rupee on one 
hand and also lift the re-
cent fall in demand for 
corporate bonds.

FPIs are allowed to in-
vest in various debt mar-
ket instruments such as 
government bonds, treas-
ury bills, state develop-
ment loans and corporate 
bonds, but with certain 
limits and restrictions.

The RBI increased the 
FPIs cap on investment in 
government security to 30 
per cent of the outstand-
ing stock of that security, 
from 20 per cent earlier.

FPIs were allowed 
to invest in government 
bonds with a minimum 
residual maturity of three 
years.

“Henceforth, FPIs are 
permitted to invest in 
Government securities 
(G-secs), including treas-
ury bills, and SDLs with-
out any minimum resid-
ual maturity requirement, 
subject to the condition 
that short-term invest-
ments by an FPI under 
either category shall not 
exceed 20 per cent of the 
total investment of that 
FPI in that category,” RBI 

said in a notification last 
evening.

Short-term invest-
ments are defined as in-
vestments with residual 
maturity up to one year.

In the corporate bond 
segment, FPIs are permit-
ted to invest with a mini-
mum maturity of three 
years. The central bank 
has now allowed FPIs to 
invest in corporate bonds 
with minimum residual 
maturity of above one 
year.

However, it has kept a 
condition that short-term 
investments in corporate 
bonds by an FPI shall not 
exceed 20 per cent of the 
total investment of that 
FPI in corporate bonds.

The requirement that 
short-term investments 
shall not exceed 20 per 
cent of total investment 
by an FPI in any category 
applies on an end-of-day 
basis. “At the end of any 
day, all investments with 
residual maturity of up to 
one year will be reckoned 
for the 20 per cent limit,” 
RBI said. RBI said short-
term investments by an 
FPI may exceed 20 per 
cent of total investments, 
only if the short-term in-
vestments consist entirely 
of investments made on 
or before April 27, 2018, 
and not made after April 
27, 2018.

Following the RBI no-
tification, market regula-
tor, Sebi, withdrew last 

evening the minimum 
three-year residual matu-
rity restriction on invest-
ments made by them in 
government securities, 
corporate bonds and 
SDLs.

FPIs were permitted 
to invest in government 
securities till the limit 
utilisation reaches 90 per 
cent, after which the auc-
tion mechanism was trig-
gered for allocation of the 
remaining limit.

“With Clearing Cor-
poration of India (CCIL) 
commencing online 
monitoring of utilisation 
of government-securities 
limits, the auction mech-
anism has been discon-
tinued with effect from 
June 1, 2018,” the RBI said.

The RBI said invest-
ment by any FPI, includ-
ing investments by re-
lated FPIs, should not 
exceed 50 per cent of any 
issue of a corporate bond.

In case an FPI, includ-
ing related FPIs, has in-
vested in more than 50 
per cent of any single is-
sue, it shall not make fur-
ther investments in that 
issue until this stipulation 
is met, RBI said.

“No FPI shall have an 
exposure of more than 20 
per cent of its corporate 
bond portfolio to a single 
corporate (including ex-
posure to entities related 
to the corporate),” RBI 
said. It can be noted that 
since this RBI circular in 

Dimapur, June 16 
(EMN): Neingulie Me-
morial High School, Di-
mapur, has organised 
its 43rd parents day cum 

felicitation programme 
with Rina Jamir, branch 
manager LICI, Dimapur 
branch, as the chief 
guest. Altogether 24 stu-

dents along with three 
teachers were felicitated 
on the occasion. Rina 
Jamir has congratulated 
all the rank and distinc-

tion holders and encour-
aged the other students 
to get more rank and 
distinction in the years 
to come. The parents day 

New Delhi, June 16 (IANS): Petrol pric-
es across the four metros were stable 
on Saturday. In the national capital, the 
fuel was sold at an unchanged price of 
Rs 76.35 per litre.

In Kolkata, Mumbai and Chennai 
too, prices were stable at Rs 79.02, Rs 

84.18 and Rs 79.24 per litre respectively.
On Friday, petrol prices fell by eight 

paise in Delhi, Kolkata and Mumbai 
and by nine paise in Chennai.

The price of diesel was unchanged 
for the fourth day in a row. In Delhi, 
Kolkata, Mumbai and Chennai, it was 
sold at Rs 67.85, Rs 70.40, Rs 72.24 and 
Rs 71.62 a litre, all unchanged since the 
last decline in June 12.

Fuel price in the country is largely 
determined by global crude oil prices, 
which have been on a downslide for 
nearly a month now. The Brent crude 
oil is currently priced over $73 per bar-
rel, down from nearly $80 a barrel a 
month ago.

Mumbai, June 16 (IANS): 
Healthy industrial pro-
duction data and an en-
couraging geo-political 
scenario aided the key 
Indian equity indices to 
rise for the fourth con-
secutive week.

The gains in the 
week ended Friday, how-
ever, were limited by a 
number of global factors 
including the interest 
rate hike in the US, and 
US President Donald 
Trump’s approval to tar-
iffs on $50 billion of Chi-
nese exports. 

Additionally, domes-
tic factors such as a rise 
in retail and wholesale 
inflation also arrested 
the gains.

Index-wise, the ba-
rometer 30-scrip Sensi-
tive Index (Sensex) of 
the BSE rose by 178.47 
points or 0.50 per cent to 
close at 35,622.14 points 
on a weekly basis. 

The wider Nifty50 
of the NSE closed the 
week’s trade at 10,817.70 
points -- up 50.05 points 
or 0.46 per cent -- from 
its previous close.

According to ana-
lysts, market breadth 
was positive in only two 
of the five trading ses-
sions. 

“Markets ended the 
week with modest gains 
after a sharp bounce 
back from the lows of 
10,755 points (Nifty50),” 
said Deepak Jasani, 
Head of Retail Research 
at HDFC Securities.

Hem Securities’ Di-
rector Prateek Jain said: 
“Last week indices ex-
tended their winning 
streak to the fourth con-
secutive week. The up-
swing was seen despite 
retail inflation rising 
to 4.9 per cent for the 
month of May compared 
to the previous month.”

According to Rahul 
Sharma, Senior Research 

Analyst at Equity99, “It 
was an eventful week 
on the global front too, 
with US President Don-
ald Trump and North 
Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un signing a joint agree-
ment for the denucleari-
sation of the Korean Pe-
ninsula.” 

“Further, the Fed 
(US Federal Reserve) 
has again done what it 
was expected to do as it 
raised benchmark inter-
est rates hinting at a little 
more aggression in tight-
ening monetary policy 
this year,” Sharma said.

“Another event, 
which kept investors 
sentiments on the toe 
was reports that Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s ad-
ministration has cleared 
tariffs on tens of billions 
of dollars’ worth of Chi-
nese goods”

On the currency 
front, the rupee closed 
at 68.02 against the US 
dollar depreciating by 51 
paise from its previous 
week’s close of 67.51 per 
greenback.

In terms of invest-
ments, provisional fig-
ures from the stock ex-
changes showed that 
foreign institutional in-
vestors sold scrip worth 
Rs 5,294 crore, while the 
domestic institutional 
investors purchased 
stocks worth Rs 4,014.25 
crore during the week.

Figures from the Na-
tional Securities Deposi-
tory (NSDL) revealed that 
foreign portfolio inves-
tors (FPIs) divested eq-
uities worth Rs 3,071.85 
crore, or $455.4 million, 
in the week ended on 
June 15.

Sectorally, the top 
gainers were the phar-
ma, IT, energy and PSU 
bank indices and the top 
losers were metal, infra-
structure and realty indi-
ces, Jasani told IANS.

CHRIST KING HR.SEC.SCHOOL, KOHIMA

ALUMNI MEETING

This is to inform all the Alumni (Past Pupils) of Christ 
King Hr.Sec.School, Kohima that there will be an Alumni 
(Past Pupils) Meeting on 23rd June 2018 at 10.00 am at 
Christ King Jubilee Hall in view of the School Golden 
Jubilee Celebrations in 2019. Therefore, all the Alumni 
(Past Pupils) are cordially invited for the meeting.

Sd/-
Principal, 

CKHSS, Kohima.

 09.00 am : Registration of Name
 10.00 am : Short Animation Talk/ formation of Alumni  
   Association/Discussions
 12.00 am : Light Refreshment and Departure 

K-1766

K-1768

RAFFLE DRAW RESULT
NEW MARKET YOUTH ORGANISATION, KOHIMA

1ST Prize     -   471
2nd Prize     -   72
3rd Prize      -   84

CONSOLATION PRIZES: 426, 425, 470, 489, 117.

Claim your prizes with original ticket within 15 days.
Contact: 9615184774/ 7630098992

K-
17

69

April, there has been a 
dip in corporate bonds 
market with papers worth 
hundreds of crore lying 
with dealers for want of 
buyers.

The move will also 
help arrest the spike in 
call money rates after 
the June 6 rate hike by 
the central bank. The ru-
pee has been on a falling 
spree and has hit the 68 
levels many times in went 
months.

With the fed hiking 
rates for the fourth time 
earlier this week since last 
year and hinting at four 
more hikes this year, there 
is no chance that the ru-
pee will have an easy life 
going forward, according 
to analysts.

programme coincided 
with the death anniver-
sary of late Neingulie, 
father of the school’s 
proprietor, Neisatuo 
Keditsu.

The school has also 
observed World Envi-
ronment Day on June 
5 by organising cleanli-
ness drive in the school 
premises. The higher 
class students brought 
saplings and planted 
them in the school. 
There was also a paint-
ing competition to mark 
the event. All the teach-
ing and non teaching 
staff also assist the stu-
dents while planting the 
saplings.

Earlier in the morn-
ing assembly, students 
vice captain of the school 
encouraged the students 
to take part honestly in 
all the activities.

Kohima, June 16 (EMN): 
A one-day orientation 
meeting on intensified di-
arrhoea control fortnight 
(IDCF) was held on June 
11 for block officials at 
camp office, Zunheboto.

Dr. Alemwabang Aier, 
Zunheboto DPO (RCH & 
UIP) and resource per-
son, has explained about 
the goals of IDCF which is 
to attain zero child death 
due to diarrhoea.

Elaborating on what is 
diarrhoea and how it can 
be prevented, the objec-
tive and strategy, he also 

gave an overview of IDCF 
activities for 2018.

Dr. Aier further em-
phasised that IDCF in-
volves coming together 
of different departments 
like school education for 
hand washing demon-
stration and provision of 
safe drinking water; social 
welfare for ORS-Zinc cor-
nein, anganwadi centres 
and nutrition support; 
and PHED/PWD for sani-
tation and safe drinking 
water. 

DPO (RCH&UIP) 
briefed on the overall ob-

jective of IDCF which is 
to ensure high coverage 
of ORS and Zinc use rates 
in children throughout 
the country with em-
phasis on the high prior-
ity areas and vulnerable 
communities, along with 
inculcating appropriate 
behaviour in care givers 
of under-five children for 
diarrhoea prevention and 
management. 

The meeting was at-
tended by block medical 
officers, BPMs, GNM/
ANM and ASHA coordi-
nators.

Dimapur, June 16 
(EMN): An awareness 
campaign about the Em-
ployees’ State Insurance 
(ESI) scheme of India 
was held at the Hopong-
kyu memorial hall in 
Kiphire on June 14. The 
programme was initi-
ated by department of 
labour, Kiphire division. 

Speaking on the oc-
casion, the commission-
er and secretary, Anenla 
Satu, has highlighted 
on the benefits of the 
scheme. She stated that 
the scheme was financed 
through the contribu-
tion of employers and 
employees. According to 
her, the rate of contribu-
tion by the employers is 
4.75 percent while the 
employees’ contribution 
is 1.75 percent.

Stating that the job of 
labour department was 

to check on security pro-
vided to the employees, 
Satu has urged them to 
be aware of their rights. 
Satu stated that ESI ap-
plies to factories and 
other establishments 
such as road transport, 
hotels, restaurants, edu-
cational, and medical 
institutions, where ten 
or more persons were 
employed and whose 
earning is below INR 21, 
000. 

Also speaking on the 
occasion, commissioner 
of labour department, 
L Nungshiyangei Aier, 
stated that Government 
of India has directed all 
districts in India to be 
covered by the ESI. He 
has insisted maintain-
ing cooperation between 
employers and employ-
ees for the implementa-
tion of the scheme. 

ESI nodal officer, 
Avile Vetso, speaking 
on the scheme, stated 
that the main benefits 
of the scheme included 
sickness, disablement, 
dependants, maternity, 
and medicals where all 
the cost of the treatment 
and expenses would 
be covered under the 
scheme.

The sub divisional 
officer (Civil) of Kiphire, 
Thungchanbemo Tun-
goe, was of the opinion 
that such a scheme is 
an opportunity for the 
private sector workers. 
He urged the employ-
ees to equip themselves 
with the knowledge of 
the benefits and rights 
provided by the govern-
ment. He further called 
upon the gathering not 
to be lazy in learning 
their rights.
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DAILY

PATH
My very first job was at a fast-food restaurant. One Saturday evening, a guy kept 

hanging around, asking when I got out of work. It made me feel uneasy. As the 
hour grew later, he ordered fries, then a drink, so the manager wouldn’t kick him 

out. Though I didn’t live far, I was scared to walk home alone through a couple of dark 
parking lots and a stretch through a sandy field. Finally, at midnight, I went in the office to 
make a phone call.

And the person who answered—my dad—without a second thought got out of a warm 
bed and five minutes later was there to take me home.

The kind of certainty I had that my dad would come to help me that night reminds me of 
the assurance we read about in Psalm 91. Our Father in heaven is always with us, protect-
ing and caring for us when we are confused or afraid or in need. He declares: “When they 
call on me, I will answer” (Psalm 91:15 nlt). He is not just a place we can run to for safety. 
He is our shelter (v. 1). He is the Rock we can cling to for refuge (v. 2).

In times of fear, danger, or uncertainty, we can trust God’s promise that when we call 
on Him, He will hear and be with us in our trouble (vv. 14–15). God is our safe place.

Dear Father, thank You for being my Rock and my safe place.

Our Safe Place
BIBLE READ:   PSALM 91
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

I will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and my 
fortress, my God, in whom I trust.” 

~   Psalm 91:2    

The living God will always be our shelter.

The Lord Has His Eye on You

“Set Your House in Order” 
(2 Chronicles 31:20-21)

To Our Dearest Daddy 
(Daniel Kikon)

A Father’s Role in National 
Politics and Civil Governments 

“The Lord looked down from His 
sanctuary on high, from heaven He 

viewed the earth” -Psalms 102:19

Have you ever felt like God is far 
away, like He isn’t interested in 
what’s happening on earth and in 
your life? Has the vastness of  the 

world ever caused you to feel insignificant in 
the overall big picture of  life?

Sill Psalm 33:13 states, “From heaven the 
Lord looks down and sees all mankind.”

Likewise Psalm 33:14,15 assures of  God’s 
great interest in mankind’s comings and go-
ings describing how, “From His dwelling 
place He watches all who live on earth. He 
who forms the hearts of  all, who considers 
everything they do.”

Amazing to realize the God of  the Uni-
verse is considering everything you do. It’s a 
concept that may be difficult to grasp.

It’s true, though, and He is taking into 

consideration all things, too, because, “Noth-
ing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. 
Everything is uncovered and laid bare before 
the eyes of  Him to whom we must give ac-
count” (Hebrews 4:13).

God is not just viewing mankind’s activi-
ties displayed out in the open but He is seeing 
everything, the good, the bad, and the ugly. 
Proverbs 15:3 states, “The eyes of  the Lord 
are everywhere, keeping watch on the wicked 
and the good.”

Things people think are hidden are fully 
visible to God.  As Proverbs 5:21 explains, 
“For your ways are in full view of  the Lord, 
and He examines all your paths.”

Even more than mankind’s actions, 1 
Corinthians 4:5 states, “He will bring to light 
what is hidden in darkness and will expose 
the motives of  the heart.”

So God is looking past outward deeds 
into the motives of  your heart. Mark 4:22 
states, “For whatever is hidden is meant to be 
disclosed, and whatever is concealed is meant 
to be brought out into the open.”

When it comes to what God knows about 
you, understand it’s a full disclosure.

Psalm 14:2 describes even more of  God’s 
purpose in looking, “The Lord looks down 
from Heaven on all mankind to see if  there 
are any who understand, any who seek God.”

So if  you’re wondering how to truly catch 
God’s eye, His Word gives the key. It’s by 
seeking after Him, to understand Him and 
His ways. 

More importantly God is searching so He 
might make you stronger. 2 Chronicles 16:9 
describes how the eyes of  the Lord look to 
and fro through out the earth “to strengthen 
those whose hearts are fully committed to 
Him.”

Where is your heart focused? Are you 
seeking after God? If  so, know God is looking 
to see how He might uplift, encourage, and 
support you.

(Lynette Kittle's writing has been published 
by Focus on the Family, Decision, Today’s 

Christian Woman, iBelieve.com, kirkcameron.
com, Ungrind.org, and more.)

“ My father didn’t tell me to live; he 
lived and let me watch him do it”  

Clarence B.  Kelland

First of all, a very happy and blessed 
Father’s Day to all the fathers and 
also to my beloveth father, Guru 
Sademmeren Longkumer, Ungma, 

who is 91years old still living in good health.  
“Father” or “Fatherhood” is the greatest gift 
for a man from God. Proverbs 23:22 says, 
“Listen to your father who gave you life”. 
The word “Father” is a name of great hon-
our, a man who deserves respect. The biblical 
word for “father” would mean “great weight 
to, or to hold as valuable”. There is always 
“good” and “bad” in everything; so also there 
are both good and bad fathers too. History 
of Father’s Day tells us that Mrs. John Bruce 
Dodd, in 1909, remembered her father’s love 
and in 1924, Father’s Day was announced 
as a National holiday, to honour the fathers 
with the approval of the 30th US President, 
Calvin Coolidge. Story says that Mrs. Dodd’s 
mother died early and it was her father who 
raised his eight children with lots of untold 
hardships and difficulties. He did not bother 
to marry another wife but sacrificed his life for 
his children. Because of Dodd’s father living 
testimony, we observe this special day in hon-
our of the fathers of this world.

The topic “Set Your House in Order” is 
a challenging topic for fathers of this genera-
tion.  Question arises, up to what extend are 
the fathers loyal to his family? Two years back, 
I was invited to be one of the resource persons 
in a Parenting Seminar along with a woman 
Educationists. She has stated that the latest 
census published by the government of Na-
galand has the total population of 19,78,502. 
Out of which, male population is the highest 
number i.e., 10,24,649. However, 60 percent 
of the fathers are not holding proper respon-
sibility at home. They leave everything to 
the mother. As a result, many children have 
communication gap with father especially, 
between father and son; therefore, at times 
mother is crushed and become a victim be-
tween them. If this is a common problem in 
our society, we should take preventive meas-
ures to overcome this problem.Nevertheless, I 
too know that there are many godly fathers in 
our society those who are giving their best in 
their sweet homes. Let me say boldly, my hus-
band is one among them. I really thank God 
for having a wonderful husband and a caring 
father in my home sweet home.   

The Bible is very clear that because of a 
righteous father, God restored human race 
and this earth as well. This righteous man 
is none other than Noah (Genesis Chapters 
6-9). He is the first man who build an Altar 
to God. We also find that Abraham became 
the father of God’s chosen nation due to his 
faithfulness (Genesis 13:16).  During the time 
of kings, we find that Hezekiah was a good 
father for the household of Judah. “He did…
what was good and right and faithful before 
the Lord His God…he sought his God and 
worked wholeheartedly. And so he pros-
pered” (2 Chronicles 31:20-21). He was con-
sidered the best king Judah had after David.

There was a time when Hezekiah felt 
proud in his heart but when God warned him, 
he humbled himself and repented before God 
and therefore, the Lord’s wrath did not come 
upon him and his household. He had great 
riches and honour (2Chronicles 32:26-27)

As mentioned earlier, not all fathers are 
good. Hezekiah did not have a good father. 
His father Ahaz was a wicked king (2Chroni-

cles 28:1-2). However, Hezekiah feared 
God and God was pleased with him. 
History tells us that he had a son by 
the name Manasseh. He was not like 
his father. He was proud; so during 
his kingship, the Assyrian armies 
took him as a prisoner to Babylon. 
However, when he was in complete 
distress, he humbled himself and 
prayed to God and remembered the 
God of his fathers. God was moved 
and He brought him back to Jerusa-
lem. Manasseh realised God’s love 
and the teaching of his father and 
afterward he rebuild the outer wall 
of the city of David (2Chroni-
cles 33). Like Manasseh, there 
are times when children may go 
astray from the Lord and disobey 
their parents but when a father in the family 
imparts proper teaching at home, they realize 
their mistakes and change their lives. Had not 
Hezekiah taught his son to pray Manasseh 
would not have realized his mistake and cry 
unto the “God of his father’s” (2Chronicles 
33:12).

Hezekiah set his house in order by giving 
his best to God and to his family. He kept his 
physical, spiritual and moral values blemish 
before God and his family and household of  
Judah. 

There are three top most qualities for 
fathers to learn from the life of Heze-
kiah to set your house in order:
1. Put God first in all your works 

(2kings 18:6-7).
Hezekiah instructed the family of  
Judah to remove all defilement from 
the temple of the Lord and re-kindled 
the altar of God (2 Chronicles.29:5). 
Today, we need to establish family 
altar and Bible study in our homes 
to teach our children well.
2. Be faithful (2Chronicles 

31:20-21)
Hezekiah remained faithful before 
God and his household. Therefore, 
God blessed him and he prospered. 
There was no moral lapse in his life 
and kingdom. Adultery is abomina-
ble in Christian homes.
3. Be prayerful (2Kings Ch18-19)
Hezekiah was a prayerful father. 
He feared the Lord in obedience 
and prayed before God at all times. He 
acknowledged God’s power and humbled 
before Him to protect from the enemies 
(2Kings 19:14-19). Hezekiah trusted in the 
Lord, the God of Israel. There was no one 
like him among all kings of Judah, either 
before him or after him. He held fast to 
the Lord and did not cease to follow him 
(2Kings 18:5-6).

Dear fathers, being the head of the 
family, do you have these qualities in your 
life? Are you prayerful? Is there an altar of  
prayer in your family? Do you study and 
teach God’s word to your family? If not, try 
to inculcate it in your life and be a blessing 
to your family. In conclusion, I would like 
to cite the qualities of a father addressed by 
Apostle Paul to the Thessalonians, “we deal 
with each of you as a father deals with his 
own children, encouraging, comforting, and 
urging you to live lives worthy of God, who 
calls you into his kingdom and glory. May 
God bless the reader. Amen.

Pusuinla Longkumer
Women Secretary, NPBCA

The days which we 
celebrate are consid-
ered very important 
to us and by cele-

brating them we become more 
aware of their value and in this 
way we convey our message to 
other world too. Celebration for 
each event has its own specialty 
and fathers’ day is dearer to us 
as it is associated with those per-
sons that are most respectable for 
us in the whole world. We are 
very lucky that God has given 
us such a supportive, helping and 
loving father. This fathers’ day is 
a day which realizes us the value 
of your personality. We cannot for-
get its celebration and also pray for 
your happy healthy and long life.

Father’s day is for you
For a man who is so loving 

So caring, so pleasant and so nice
All these qualities represent you
What we are now is due to you

Not once did we ever feel that we don’t need you in 
our life. No words are enough to describe how much 
you mean to us Daddy. Just want to say, we love you.

Our childhood would be bland without you nur-
ture, love and care. Our teenage days would be bor-

ing without your advice, pampering and humour. My 
adulthood would be wasted without your support, 
friendship and guidance. In fact Daddy, our whole life 
would be such a mess without you. Thanks for every-
thing. No matter how many people come into our life, 
Daddy you will always be the first man we ever loved. 
Thank you for always being there for us for watching 
our back always, for listening to us and taking care of  
us when we are down. But most importantly thank 
you for loving us the way you do, Cause  nobody 
could love us like that.

On this day may God bless you with good health, 
lots of happiness, success and love. All this and more, 
because our daddy deserves the best! We may   not be 
with you right now, but we just want to tell you that 
we miss you much more than you can imagine. We 
send you lots of our love, prayers and wishes on this 
lovely occasion.

May you be blessed with a long healthy life. May 
all the happiness in the world come and bow in front 
of you. May whatever you always dreamt of come 
true. May you have the best Father’s day this year.

We may have not been the best children in the 
world. But that didn’t stop you from being the best 
Daddy ever! Thank you so much for everything.

We are sorry for not being able to spend this day 
with you. But guess what Dad, We sent you lots of  
warm hugs, nonstop kisses and unlimited supply of  
love for eternity. Happy Father’s day.   

Loving Children 
Joseph,Tsatiho,Lydia, D. Kikon 

The Bible is very clear that Christians 
should not “love the world” or the 

“things of  the world” 
(1 Jn.2:15).

But are national politics or civil gov-
ernments “things of  the world” to 
which a Christian father should not 
get involved in? Let us look to the 

scriptures for an answer. Now every single 
individual born into the world or into history 
is born into a nation. Here the individual has 
no say as to which nation he wants to belong 

to. He is on the contrary, simply born into 
the nation to which his or her parents 
belong. As to the issue of  nations and 
national identity; this is what the Bible 
says: “And He (God) made from one 
man (Adam), all the nations of  the 
world and gave them their respective pe-

riods and their respective boundaries 
for their habitations” (Acts 17:26). 
As for the final destiny of  nations 
in the new heavens and the new 
earth, this is what the Bible says: 
“And they shall bring the glory 
and honour of  the nations into it” 
(Rev. 21: 26).

This being the universal case of  
one’s national identity and one’s geo-
graphical identity, nationalism or na-
tional politics thereof, is rooted in the 
Bible. As such, any national worker 
engaged in national politics is not en-

gaged in a worldly affair which the Bible 
forbids.

As to the issue of  civil governments, 
the Bible again clearly states that civil 
governments have been established by 
God in order to curb lawlessness and 
dispense God’s justice in a fallen world. 
Scripture clearly states this fact in the fol-
lowing words: “Everyone must submit 

himself  to the governing authority, for there 
is no authority except that which has been 
established by God...He is God’s servant and 
agent of  wrath to bring punishment on the 
wrongdoer.” (Rom.13:1&4) Therefore, any 
civil administrator involved in governmental 
jobs is not involved in a worldly affair that the 
Bible forbids. 

That however does not mean that every fa-
ther must be involved in national politics and 
government jobs. National service may come 
in different forms like being a doctor, a teacher 
a banker or a business man etc. All such pro-
fessions are also national works and national 
service. However, the present Christian atti-
tude that people who are engaged in national 
politics or civil service are engaged in worldly 
affairs must be done away with. The Bible is 
not a political book or a scientific Book. But 
as the book of  God’s revelation to his crea-
tion, it contains a lot of  political truths, his-
torical truths and even scientific and ecologi-
cal truths. The Bible is in fact, the “Creator’s 
Creation Manual Book” which gives explana-
tions to the mysteries of  the universe and di-
rectives for mankind’s complex life on earth.

In the Naga context today, our national 
politics is in a mess while our occupational 
state government is in a cesspool of  corrup-
tion. In such a situation, where are Naga fa-
thers today to give guidance and direction for 
our children’s tomorrow? After all, whether 
one likes it or not, every one of  us on earth 
is born into a national entity and a civil gov-
ernment under which we will have to live our 
entire lives on earth. How then can we run 
away from politics and governance and naive-
ly think that in doing so we are doing a very 
Christian thing?

As for an explanation to what the Bible 
means by not loving “the world,” 

 see 1 Jn. 2: 16.  
Kaka D. Iralu
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Peter Rutland | The Conversation

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Career and busi-
ness matters are likely to be very much on 
your mind today, Aries. Perhaps a new op-
portunity has come your way, or you’re think-

ing of becoming involved in a new enterprise on your 
own or with a partner. This might not be a good day to 
make a decision, so don’t rush it. Before you make any 
dramatic changes, think things through carefully. You 
may regret it otherwise.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Matters involv-
ing creativity, romance, and children could 
require considerable thought today, Taurus. 
Some exciting new options may be available 

to you and your loved ones. You might be inclined to 
mull over the possibilities. You could consult others to 
get more opinions. For the most part, you’ll want to 
decide on your own. In the meantime, you could keep 
yourself occupied by working on ongoing projects.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Matters involving 
the home could suddenly grow serious. This 
is a positive development, Gemini, but new 
possibilities could be opening up and force 

you to make a decision. The value of your home could 
have gone up and you might consider selling it and 
moving. Or you could have the opportunity to work 
out of your home and save commuting costs. What-
ever it is, you’ve reached a milestone. Weigh the pros 
and cons.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Today you 
might consider entering into a business 
partnership with a relative or neighbor. This 
could show promise of success, Cancer, and 

is definitely worth serious consideration. You’ll want to 
be sure it’s right for you, so caution is recommended. 
You might even get around to considering the nitty-
gritty of a possible agreement, but for the most part, it 
isn’t likely that you’ll be making any final decisions yet.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): The value of any 
investment you may have made in land, in-
cluding your home, could come into your 
thoughts today. Whatever time and energy 

you’ve put into it is likely to pay off, Leo, and this might 
make a difference to you when formulating plans for 
the future. You might spend some time working out-
side, which should clear your head and enable you to 
get your thoughts together. A female friend could join 
you.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): A partnership of 
some kind, perhaps business, perhaps ro-
mantic, is likely to be on your mind today. You 
might want to seriously consider whether or 

not it has a future, and if it does, what to do next. You 
could spend time socializing, Virgo, but you could be 
too preoccupied to participate much. A lot of serious 
decisions need to be made. The outcome is likely to be 
positive. Try to relax and have some fun.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): A lot of serious 
matters are on your mind, perhaps involv-
ing plans for the future. It’s likely that you’ll 
want to stay home today and do some con-

templating. Various new opportunities could be com-
ing your way, Libra, and you won’t want to let them 
pass you by without serious consideration. Chores 
around the house could prove a valuable outlet for 
physical energy while allowing thoughts to churn in 
your mind.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Contempla-
tion is the word for today. At some point, you 
might receive a call from a friend wanting 
advice on a serious decision. Don’t be sur-

prised if you spend more time listening than advising, 
Scorpio. Goals of your own might need some thought 
and possibly reevaluation, as changes in your immedi-
ate environment could present new and exciting pos-
sibilities to you. Think about it.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Today 
much of your mental - and possibly physical 
- energy could be directed at career matters. 
You might reevaluate goals and ambitions, 

Sagittarius, and consider other possibilities. The desire 
for more income might be the catalyst, but there’s more 
to it than that. This is definitely a good day to think 
about a number of options. You might have to make a 
few decisions by this time next week.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): The desire 
for personal and career advancement could 
cause you to consider furthering your edu-
cation in some way, Capricorn. Someone 

close to you, probably a woman, could wake you up 
to the advantages of returning to school and getting 
an advanced degree. You may want to wait a little bit 
before deciding, but something has shifted within you. 
It’s time for some kind of change. Be prepared.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Today you’re 
apt to be a bit preoccupied, Aquarius. You 
might find yourself considering concepts 
that others think are strange and impracti-

cal. This might involve metaphysics or the occult or 
unusual ways of making a living - or all of the above. 
You might want to discuss this with others. However, 
you should make a decision based on your preferences 
without influence from those who aren’t directly in-
volved.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Today is likely 
to be a gratifying day, Pisces, but perhaps 
more serious than you’d planned. A longtime 
friend might call and want to get together. 

This person or another might want to discuss a pos-
sible business enterprise that’s apt to be worthy of 
consideration. Everyone around you might seem ego-
centric, and you could feel that your concerns are of no 
interest to anyone. Don’t let that upset you.

wikipedia

H
alf a million soccer fans will head 
to Russia to watch their national 
teams compete in the FIFA World 
Cup. Billions more around the 

world will watch on television. Brazil and 
Germany are favorites to win the trophy.

But we already know one person who 
will emerge as a winner: Vladimir Putin.

No one is expecting the Russian team to 
do very well in the tournament. FIFA’s offi-
cal rankings place Russia 70th in the world 
– the team’s worst ever rating, and a precipi-
tous fall from the 24th place it enjoyed as re-
cently as 2015. Soccer is nevertheless a pop-
ular spectator sport in Russia, where sport 
and nationalism are closely intertwined.

As editor of Nationalities Papers, the 
journal of the Association for Study of Na-
tionalities, I find that our most-read articles 
are often those involving soccer, a sport 
that can serve as a focal point for national-
ist mobilization.

Putin seems to understand the ability of 
sport to foment feelings of national pride – 
and, in turn, has repeatedly used sporting 
events to enhance his popular standing at 
home.

Putin’s pet project
In 2010 Moscow won its bid to host the 2018 
Cup, a successful pitch that was very much 
Putin’s personal project. He even traveled 
to Zurich and gave an emotional speech 
thanking FIFA for the honor. A few years 
later, corruption scandals brought down 
most of the FIFA board that had made this 
decision.

But by then, the decision had been fi-
nalized: Putin was set to be the first auto-
crat to host the World Cup since Argentina’s 
military junta in 1978.

Of course, this was before Putin’s con-
troversial return to the presidency in 2012, 
and before the annexation of Crimea in 
2014.

Now, as the World Cup begins, Russia’s 
standing in the world is at an all-time low.

Russia’s actions in Ukraine led to sanc-
tions from the United States, countries in 

the European Union, Japan, Australia and 
New Zealand. Then, in 2015, Russia’s inter-
vention in the Syrian war alienated some 
Arab countries, leaving Moscow with a 
shrunken circle of international partners 
that now includes China, Iran and Venezue-
la.

It is unlikely, then, that Russia will get 
much of a political boost abroad from the 
World Cup. Though a British effort to or-
ganize a boycott in the wake of an alleged 
Russian poison attack on an exiled spy fell 
through, few international politicians will 
be attending the opening and closing cer-
emonies.

But Putin really only has one audience 

in mind: his fellow Russians.

$13 billion
The Russian government has spent over 
US$13 billion building new stadiums and 
improving the infrastructure in the 11 cities 
where the games will be played – four times 
what South Africa spent when they hosted 
the cup in 2010. This comes on the heels 
of the $40 billion the country is thought to 
have spent on the 2014 Winter Olympics in 
Sochi.

With the country experiencing econom-
ic stagnation and international ostracism, 
Putin can use sporting mega-events such 
as the Olympics and the World Cup to show 

ordinary Russians that their country is still 
a major actor on the international stage, 
while boosting their sense of national pride.

Surveys show that Russians are even 
more likely than other people to express 
pride in their nation’s sporting achieve-
ments. In the case of the World Cup, where 
there are unlikely to be any victories to cel-
ebrate for the Russian team, merely hosting 
the event will be the main source of nation-
al pride.

A country’s seamier side exposed
Nonetheless, the strategy carries some 
risks. Sporting events can draw attention to 
the seamier side of the host country, from 

corruption to mismanagement to human 
rights abuses.

Even though the Sochi Olympics were 
well organized and passed without any ter-
rorist incidents, the international media 
coverage in the run-up to the games high-
lighted Russia’s harsh policy toward LGBT 
rights. Subsequent revelations about state-
sponsored doping led to the humiliating ex-
clusion of the Russian team from the 2018 
Winter Olympics. But Putin seems inured 
to negative international publicity. The 
sports minister who allegedly oversaw the 
doping scheme, Vitaly Mutko, was recently 
promoted to deputy prime minister.

One concern in the upcoming competi-
tion is the possibility of violent clashes be-
tween Russian gangs and visiting fans. Over 
the years, Russia has had a problem with 
aggressive nationalist soccer fans. Russian 
nationalists have long targeted people from 
the Caucasus region, and following the fa-
tal stabbing of a nationalist fan in 2010, the 
three Moscow teams’ fan clubs organized 
a boycott of matches against teams from 
the North Caucasus. Racist taunts against 
black players are a frequent occurrence. 
There were ugly clashes with English fans 
in the 2016 UEFA European Champion-
ship in France. Afterwards, the Russian po-
lice cracked down, banning over 200 of the 
most radical fans from attending matches.

The authorities are also on high alert to 
forestall any acts of Islamist terrorism. The 
last major attack was a bomb in a St. Pe-
tersburg subway that killed 16 in April 2017. 
The security police claim to have uncov-
ered a plot, probably imaginary, in which 
a left-wing anti-fascist group, the Network, 
was allegedly planning to bomb World Cup 
venues in support of Ukraine’s struggle to 
regain its lost territory.

The World Cup will hopefully pass off 
without incident. Fans worldwide will be 
able to enjoy the football, and deal with 
the agonies of defeat as, one by one, their 
beloved teams get eliminated from the con-
test.

But whoever emerges as the final victor, 
the World Cup will probably go down as an-
other political win for Vladimir Putin.

One Likely Winner of the World Cup? Putin
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On Teachers Recruited under SSA

T
he state of Nagaland recruited Pri-
mary Teachers (PTs) and Graduate 
Teachers (GTs) of 2010 and 2013 
batches under Sarva Shiksha Ab-

hiyan (SSA) flagship programme along with 
the rest of India. After the recent Teachers’ 
agitation that kept the state capital in a hot 
soup bowl, many citizens have started cruci-
fying and questioning the authenticity of how 
the journey began. To condemn or to appreci-
ate, it is always important to know the base of  
anything so as to stand our ground. To my un-
derstanding, a brief background on the issue 
would give a better picture to our esteemed 
Teachers as well as others. 

Proposal for opening of new GPS (Gov-
ernment Primary School) in school-less 
habitation and upgradation of GPS to GMS 
(Government Middle School) gave birth to re-
cruitment of new Teachers under SSA. As per 
the MHRD guidelines, 2 PTs per GPS and 3 
GTs (subject teachers) per GMS were pro-
posed after carrying out habitational survey 
for identification of schools. All the Districts 
submitted their respective AWPB (Annual 
Work Plan Budget), however the total number 
of GPS & GMS could neither be proposed on 
need-based nor District specific, following 
random figure provided by Mizoram con-
sultants whom Nagaland Government “un-
necessarily” engaged and deducted lakhs of  
rupees from all districts totalling crores every 
year those days. I had to mention this because 
criticising School Education Department for 
random opening of new School and upgrada-
tion without knowing ground situation holds 
no water. Upon PAB (Plan Approval Board) 
Delhi approval of state AWPB, it was finally 

handed over to the parent department (Direc-
torate) for recruitment of PTs and GTs in all 
the Districts of Nagaland. Therefore, the De-
partment’s RTI response to agitating Teachers 
was unfortunately inappropriate that the 2010 
& 2013 batch of Teachers were recruited by 
State Government. I believe better coordina-
tion and consultation amongst the Depart-
ment functionaries need to be strengthened 
further without which the present-like situa-
tion of floating on troubled waters may arise 
again in the future. 

Now the SSA recruited Teachers are de-
manding benefits and rights at par with the 
State recruited Teachers. They are not entirely 
at fault while referring to their appointment 
order as well as the RTI response given by the 
Department. Both the State Chief Secretary 
and the Principal Secretary have admitted 
“short comings” on the part of the Govern-
ment that needs rectification. Therefore the 
Teacher’s earlier demand of immediate solu-
tion to this problem was impractical because 
there is no magic formula to solve the problem 
overnight for thousands of Teachers putting 
in 9 years of continuous service. As far as my 
limited knowledge goes, many SSA teachers 
in some State deserted their teaching due to 
job insecurity as they were recruited only on 
contractual basis. Till now we have not heard 
of any State coming out with concrete solu-
tion and this issue still remains a big headache 
witnessing agitations in almost all the States 
across India. Definitely the Nagaland Gov-
ernment too needs time to dig out the decade 
old records and examine the details. By de-
fault, certain procedures have to be followed 
and not as we think. As Teachers, we have to 

be accommodative to office protocol as far as 
examination and rectification of papers are 
concerned. 

For those of you who stay tuned on com-
parative study might be well aware of SSA 
Teachers’ episode, hitting the streets and 
dominating electronic and print media all 
over the country and Nagaland is no excep-
tion. For instance, in Jammu & Kashmir, 
the media reported on June 1, 2018 that the 
Chairman J&K Teachers’ Forum Farooq Ah-
mad Tantray lamented “They refused to give 
7th pay commission to SSA Teachers and said 
it was a contractual scheme. They told us that 
we have been regularised by mistake and it is 
difficult to de-link the salary from MHRD at 
once.” The State Education Minister Chow-
dhary Zulfkar Ali said “de-linking of SSA 
was not easy but Government is trying to find 
out a solution.” Again the media reported 
on June 12, 2018 that Chief Minister Meh-
booba Mufti had ordered release of Rs 143 
cr for SSA Teachers for the month of May. 
However, the salary for all these months has 
been released as per the 6th pay commission 
which disappointed the Teachers. The Presi-
dent J&K Teachers’ Forum Abdul Qayoom 
Wani said the demand of SSA Teachers and 
Head-Teachers was not the release of salary 
but its revision in order to enjoy the benefits 
of the 7th pay commission, and the de-linking 
of salary from MHRD. The State’s Finance 
Minister Syed Muhammad Altaf Bukhari 
said “Their absorption in state budget will 
be done against available posts which have 
not been created as on date.” The Education 
Minister Chowdhary Zulfkar Ali also said the 
committee has been constituted to examine 

the demand of SSA Teachers for the 7th pay 
commission and other issues.

I personally respect the NSSATA group 
of Teachers and hold them in higher esteem 
than the backdoor Teachers who were ap-
pointed on contractual or adhoc basis. When 
their services were regularised, they even 
fought with the Department in the Court 
and the verdict was passed in their favor cit-
ing that their seniority be counted w.e.f  the 
date of appointment. Now another group of  
Teachers who were appointed through open 
competition earlier have also been victimised 
in the Department’s seniority list after accom-
modating hundreds of regularised backdoor 
Teachers following Court verdict. Nagaland 
is such a State where the backdoor appointees 
are more on the advantageous side in many 
Departments. The State was once rocked by 
bogus Teachers and ghost Teachers issues. 
Most of them were well qualified but many 
amongst them were wonderfully unquali-
fied. The Department could clearly make out 
their performances from the Teachers’ train-
ing programmes as well as monitoring their 
classroom teachings. They fought tooth and 
nail earlier but now many of them indulge 
in proxy keeping practices. No matter what 
category a particular Teacher may belong, 
all the appointed Teachers get their salary on 
time. But sadly, not in the case of the Substi-
tute Teachers and the SSA teachers. We know 
you deserve to fight for survival and deeply 
sorry to see many of you surviving on credit. 
But again, the most unfortunate ones are the 
substitute Teachers and all the categories of  
honorarium employees under SSA not be-
ing paid w.e.f April 2017 till date. Only God 

knows how they have been managing to pull 
through and hold on for 14 long months. 

The SSA recruited Teachers of 2010 & 
2013 batches made their way to the Depart-
ment through front door and proper channel. 
It is up to the wisdom of higher authority 
for final decision because they know what is 
best for the State. If  I were to be honest, in 
my opinion, NSSATA group is the best batch 
recruited so far. I believe those who deal with 
Teachers will definitely agree with me about 
their performances during Teacher’s train-
ing, classroom teaching, election duty, census 
duty etc. Meanwhile on the part of the Teach-
ers too, please be reminded that SSA recruited 
Teachers’ posts are not “transferrable” under 
any circumstances. No one has the right to 
hijack the post and take off to other destina-
tions as per one’s whims and fancies. It would 
be wise on the part of the Government to se-
riously view should there be any attempt of  
“transfer with post or District transfer” cases 
that arises out of political will. The reason be-
hind your posting and purpose of recruitment 
should be respected at any cost (The post 
belongs to school, recruitment process ex-
plained in the second paragraph of this write-
up). Some rotten potatoes should not spoil the 
whole basket. Streamline your members in 
all 12 Districts and discourage fellow Teach-
ers should you come across anyone keeping 
proxies like backdoor appointed Teachers. 
We expect better standard from your group 
than political appointees. Keep standing your 
ground but do not compromise on quality 
education, integrity and decorum. God bless.

Vikali Shikhu
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West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, Karnataka CM H D Kumaraswamy, Kerela CM Pinarayi 
Vijayan and Andhra Pradesh CM N Chandrababu Naidu during a meeting with wife of Delhi Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal, Sunita, at her residence, in New Delhi on Saturday.

PTI

Muslim children hug a policeman on the occasion of Eid-ul-Fitr, in Mumbai on Saturday, June 16.
PTI

President Ram Nath Kovind with First Lady Savita Kovind receive a ceremonial welcome on their arrival 
at Athens International Airport, Greece on Saturday

PTI

Maharashtra’s Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis seen here at a test 
site of Virgin Hyperloop One in Las Vegas.

PTI

Four CMs meet over Kejriwal’s 
protest; seek meeting with LG

President Kovind leaves on three-nation visit to Greece, Suriname and Cuba

Drift of burning merchant 
vessel in Bay of Bengal arrested 

Loving Eid

New Delhi, June 16 (IANS): 
In a bid to put pressure on 
the Centre and the BJP, 
four non-BJP Chief Min-
isters met here on Satur-
day and discussed a strat-
egy to provide support 
to protesting Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
who wants IAS officers to 
end their non-cooperation 
with his government.

West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee attended a meeting 
at Andhra Bhawan with 
her counterparts, Kerala’s 
Pinarayi Vijayan, Karna-
taka’s H.D. Kumaraswamy 
and Andhra Pradesh’s N. 
Chandrababu Naidu. 

They then visited Ke-
jriwal’s residence, where 
they met his wife and oth-

er members of his family. 
Delhi Speaker Ram Niwas 
Goel was also present.

The four Chief Minis-
ters also wrote a joint letter 
to Delhi’s Lt. Governor Anil 
Baijal seeking to meet Ke-
jriwal who is on a protest 
at the Lt Governor’s office-
cum-residence, Raj Niwas.

“All of us would like to 
make a representation to 
you with respect to the is-
sues concerning the Chief 
Minister of Delhi Arvind 
Kejriwal. Please grant us a 
meeting slot today as we 
are waiting. We request 
you to give us time around 
9 p.m. today (Saturday),” 
it read. 

On meeting of four 
Chief Ministers, Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) leader 

Raghav Chadha said: “This 
is a teaching for Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
no matter how much he 
try to kill the democracy, 
our struggle will continue. 
Kejriwal is getting support 
from four elected Chief 
Ministers.”

The four Chief Minis-
ters met shortly after Baijal 
declined permission to 
Banerjee to meet Kejriwal. 
She had planned to go to 
the protest site — Lt. Gov-
ernor’s residential office 
— along with Naidu. 

Informed sources said 
the four Chief Ministers 
were planning a strategy 
on how to strengthen Ke-
jriwal’s hands.

On denial of permis-
sion by the Lt Governor, 

New Delhi, June 16 (IANS): 
President Ram Nath Ko-
vind on Saturday left on 
a three-nation eight-day 
visit to Greece, Suriname 
and Cuba. which will be 
the first by an Indian head 
of state.

This is Kovind’s fourth 
state visit as President and 
the first outside Africa. 
He will be the first Indian 
President to travel to Suri-
name and Cuba and the 
first to visit Greece since 
President Kalam in 2007, 
the President’s office said 
in a tweet.

Besides his wife Savita, 
the President is accompa-
nied by Minister of State 
for Steel Vishnu Deo Sai 
and Lok Sabha members 
Dinesh Kashyap and Ni-
tyanand Rai and senior 
officials.

In Greece, Kovind will 
hold a meeting with Presi-

NEWS IN BRIEF
Huge amount of black money 
seized from Maoists, says SIT
Cuttack, June 16 (PTI): A huge amount of black 
money, generated through illegal trade in narcotics 
and extortions, has been seized from Maoists, the 
Supreme Court-appointed SIT on black money said 
here today. Illegal properties purchased by Maoist 
leaders have also been seized by various investigat-
ing agencies, the SIT’s Vice Chairman Justice (retd) 
Arijit Pasayat said. “For the first time, it has come to 
the notice of the SIT that Maoists have amassed a 
huge amount of black money and their leaders are 
utilizing that money in making fortunes. It is a new 
angle,” the retired Supreme Court judge said. The 
rebels are spending a part of the black money to ex-
pand their activities in various parts of the country, 
Justice (retd) Pasayat said after a meeting with the 
police and various agencies. He, however, refused to 
divulge the exact amount of black money recovered 
from Maoists. The SIT vice-chairman said the black 
money was generated through illegal trade in narcot-
ics and extortions.

5 youths sodomise teenager, 
insert iron rod in his rectum
Ghaziabad 16 June (PTI): A 17-year-old student was 
allegedly sodomised by five youths, who also inserted 
an iron rod in his rectum, in Modinagar, the police 
said today.  The incident occurred on Thursday when 
the teenager was returning home after leaving his 
motorcycle at a repair shop. Senior Superintendent of 
Police Vaibhav Krishna said the five youths “dragged 
the teenager inside a shop and sodomised him”. When 
he resisted, they inserted an iron rod in his rectum 
and filmed the act on mobile phone.  They accused 
also robbed the Class 12 student of Rs 1,600, the SP 
said. The police have registered a case under relevant 
sections of the IPC and the POCSO Act.  The victim’s 
father in a complaint alleged that the accused had 
been harassing his son for long. They also hurled caste 
slurs at the boy. He alleged that one of the accused was 
the son of a police head constable.

Under-trial prisoner found 
dead under mysterious 
circumstances at Tihar jail
New Delhi, June 16 (PTI): A 21-year-old undertrial pris-
oner was found dead under mysterious circumstances 
at the Tihar Jail, police said today. Police said that they 
were informed about the incident around 1 pm.  He was 
an accused in a minor’s rape case in outer Delhi’s Ra-
nhola area and was lodged in jail number 5 since 2015, 
they said. An official from the jail said that the inmate 
had allegedly banged his head against the wall and 
killed himself. However, the victim’s lawyer claimed that 
he was killed by a jail employee. Police said a magisterial 
inquiry would be conducted in the matter.

Seeking regularisation, SSA 
teachers hold protest in J-K
Srinagar, June 16 (PTI): Teachers working under the 
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) today held a protest here 
demanding regularisation of their jobs and release of 
pending salaries.  Observing a ‘black day’, hundreds of 
teachers assembled at Pratap Park on Residency Road 
soon after Eid prayers and raised slogans pressing for 
their demands. The teachers accused the government 
of trying to mislead them by claiming that pending 
salaries were released. 

Amritsar MP pulls chain of train 
to get its water tanks filled
Amritsar, June 16 (PTI): Congress’s Amritsar MP G S 
Aujla has claimed that he had to pull the emergency 
chain of a train to get its tanks filled after passengers 
complained to him that they were unable to use toilets 
due to lack of water.  Aujla, along with some senior 
Railways officials, conducted a surprise inspection of 
a number of trains, including the Shatabdi Express, 
at the station here.  He claimed he had to pull the 
emergency chain of the Tata Muri Express to get its 
water tanks filled as passengers weren’t able to use 
toilets and wash basins. Aujla said he instructed the 
train staff to fill the tanks, “but the loco pilot didn’t 
pay any heed to the operation. So, I pulled the chain 
to stop it from leaving the platform”. The tanks were 
filled and the toilets cleaned before the train left the 
station, he said.

Rajiv assassination convict’s 
mother seeks ‘mercy killing’ of son
Chennai, June 16 (PTI): With President Ram Nath Ko-
vind reportedly rejecting Tamil Nadu government’s plea 
to release seven Rajiv Gandhi assassination convicts, 
the mother of one of them has demanded “mercy kill-
ing” of her son. Arputhammal, the mother of A G Perar-
ivalan, recalled the recent assertion by the Tamil Nadu 
government that it was for the release of the convicts 
including her son. The seven convicts have been in jail 
for over 20 years now. Speaking to reporters in Vellore 
district, Arputhammal said “we are now frustrated” 
following the prolonged legal battles and the latest 
development.  “We don’t want this life anymore. I am 
planning to petition the Central and the state govern-
ments to kill us. I am going to do that... please do mercy 
killing of my son,” she said. “My son was taken by police 
on the pretext of an inquiry (in connection with the 
case) when he was 19-year-old and now he is 47. His 
youth and prime (of his life) have been lost,” she said.

Man kills sister’s mentally 
challenged children in Hyderabad
Hyderabad, June 16 (PTI): Two mentally challenged 
children, aged 12, were allegedly killed by their mater-
nal uncle, who was arrested today, police said. The ac-
cused allegedly brought the twins — a boy and girl — 
to his rented accomodation here from their home at 
Miryalguda near Nalgonda in Telangana and strangu-
lated them to death last night, they said. The incident 
came into light after the owner of the house, where the 
accused was living, noticed the bodies being shifted 
into a car, they said. Based on the complaint of the 
house owner, a case of murder was registered against 
the man. He and the driver of the car were arrested. 
Earlier, the accused had told his neighbours that the 
twins caused pain to his sister and the family faced 
problems because of them, the police said. Further 
investigation was on, police added. Meanwhile, child 
rights NGO ‘Balala Hakkula Sangham’ alleged that the 
parents of the children were “well aware of the killing” 
and said they should be made co-accused in the case.

Kejriwal tweeted: “I don’t 
think LG can take such a 
decision on his own. Ob-
viously, PMO has directed 
him to refuse permission. 
Just like IAS strike is being 
done at PMO’s instance.

“We live in a democ-
racy. Can PM deny CMs 
of other states to meet 
CM of another state? Raj 
Niwas is no one’s personal 
property. It belongs to the 
people of India.”

Announcing Baijal’s 
denial of permission for 
Banerjee to meet her Del-
hi counterpart, Chadha 
tweeted: “Permission de-
nied by LG. Extremely sad 
state of affairs.” 

Kejriwal followed it up 
with: “This is getting more 
and more bizarre...”

Minutes before Chad-
ha had tweeted: “West 
Bengal CM Mamata Ban-
erjee asks LG to let her 
meet Delhi CM Arvind 
Kejriwal this evening at 8 
p.m.”

Kejriwal, along with 
Deputy Chief  Minis-
ter Manish Sisodia and 
Cabinet ministers Saty-
endar Jain and Gopal Rai, 
is camping at Raj Niwas 
since Monday demanding 
a direction to the IAS of-
ficers working in the Delhi 
administration to end 
their undeclared strike.

He also wants the cen-
tral government to ap-
prove his government’s 
proposal to deliver ration 
to the poor at their houses.

Kolkata, June 16 (IANS): 
In a daring and complex 
operation, a Seaking 42 C 
helicopter from the East-
ern Naval Command on 
Saturday winched down 
a Marine Commando 
(Marcos) officer on the 
accident-struck merchant 
vessel SSL Kolkata which 
had been on fire and drift-
ing since the last two days 
in the Bay of Bengal, a 
defence official said.

The ship had to be 
abandoned by the 22 crew 
members on June 14 off 
the Sagar Island at the 
mouth of the Ganges Del-
ta. The officer ascertained 
the conditions in the for-
ward part of the ship and 
later called in the heli-
copter to lower onboard 
three crew members of the 
vessel, said a Defence Min-
istry spokesperson said.

The team managed 
to drop the starboard 
anchor from the ship to 
prevent her from drifting 
any further and then team 
prepared the seamanship 
gear for the ship to be 
towed, if required.

The live nature of the 
threat was evident from 
the explosion onboard 
in the forenoon which 
restarted the fire. The heli-
copter skilfully recovered 
all four members of the 
team returned to its base.

Naval Officer in Charge, 
West Bengal, Commodore 
Suprobho K De said the 
Eastern Naval Command 
chief had given directions 
to stop the drift of the burn-

ing ship towards the Sun-
derbans delta at all costs. 

Besides, the drifting 
ship posed a serious ec-
ological threat because 
of the high temperatures 
onboard, should the ship 
capsize on the sandbanks 
causing pollution from the 
oil on board, the spokes-
person said.

In keeping with the 
directions, the Seaking 
42C helicopter and a 
Dornier aircraft were des-
patched from the com-
mand headquarters from 
Visakhapatnam with a 
core team comprising 
divers, the Marcos officer, 
shipwrights and seaman-
ship specialists to the stage 
through the IAF airbase at 
Kalaikunda.

Simultaneously, the 
NOIC liaised with the of-
ficials of the Directorate 
General Shipping, Indian 
Coast Guard, Kolkata Port 
Ttrust, the ship owners, 
agents and salvage special-
ists at Kolkata and kept 
them informed of the plans.

INS Kadmat, which 
was exercising in the Bay 
of Bengal on Friday, was 
directed to proceed at best 
speed to augment on-site 
support, wherein the In-
dian Coast guard ships 
were also standing by.

Kadmat arrived at the 
site at first light on Satur-
day. The drift of the ship 
has been successfully ar-
rested and now the owners 
and other stake holders 
can carry out necessary 
salvage operation.

Bengaluru to get potholes fixed through e-complaint

Fadnavis visits Hyperloop test site in US

Former Bengal min. Satya Sadhan Chakraborty dead

Bengaluru, June 16 (IANS): In a novel ini-
tiative, Karnataka Deputy Chief Minister 
G. Parameshwara asked people to report 
about potholes in Bengaluru via What-
sapp message, call or e-complain on the 
civic body’s website to get them repaired 
at the earliest.

“Report a pothole, get it fixed imme-
diately,” tweeted Parameshwara, who is 
in-charge of Bengaluru Development as 
additional post along with Home and 
Youth Empowerment and Sports.

The Minister has also told netizens 
to register a complaint on potholes on 
the civic body’s online redressal forum 
Sahaaya (help) with the web address, 

bbmp.sahaaya.in
Notorious for traffic snarls, the 

city’s pot-holed roads made national 
news when they claimed the lives of 
some denizens after heavy downpour 
last year.

“We are currently working to fill about 
50-70 per cent of the potholes left by the 
rains. Citizens’ complaints will help in at-
tending to the potholes in an easier way,” 
Rao told IANS here.

Srinivas Alavilli, a volunteer coordina-
tor for people’s forum Citizens for Ben-
galuru, said the digital initiative to register 
complaints makes it easier to denizens to 
report about potholes to the authorities.

Mumbai, June 16 (IANS): 
Maharashtra Chief Min-
ister Devendra Fadnavis 
paid a visit to one of the 
test sites of Virgin Hyper-
loop One in Las Vegas, 
an official said here on 
Saturday.

Fadnavis’ visit to Ne-
vada was a follow-up to 
the memorandum of un-
derstanding signed by the 
state government with 
the Richard Branson-led 
Virgin Group to build the 
Mumbai-Pune Hyperloop.

He was accompanied 
by the company CEO 
Rob Lloyd. He studied the 
demonstration track and 
discussed the feasibility of 
fast-tracking the deploying 
roadmap for the technol-
ogy in Maharashtra.

The framework agree-
ment with the Pune Met-
ropolitan Region Develop-
ment Authority (PMRDA) 
envisages reduction in 

Kolkata, June 16 (IANS): Veteran CPI-M 
leader, ex-parliamentarian and former West 
Bengal Higher Education Minister Satya 
Sadhan Chakraborty died on Saturday at his 
residence here following a massive cardiac 
arrest, party source said. He was 85.

He is survived by his only daughter 
and son-in-law. Born in 1933 at Harina 
vilalge of Comilla district (now in Bangla-
desh), Chakraborty completed his M.A. in 
Political Science from Calcutta University, 
and joined Vidyasagar College here as a 
lacturer. Subsequently, he became the 
general secretary of West Bengal College 
and University Teachers’ Association and 
the All India Federation of University & 

College Teachers’ Organisations.
Known for his speaking prowess, 

Chakraborty was elected to the Lok Sabha 
on a Communist Party of India-Marxist 
(CPI-M) ticket in 1980, but lost in 1984.

In 1991, Chakraborty was elected to 
the state legislature from Chakdah in 
Nadia district, and re-elected in 1996 and 
2001. He became the Higher Education 
Minister in Jyoti Basu led Left Front gov-
ernment in 1991, and retained the portfo-
lio when Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee took 
over as Chief Minister in November 2000. 
He continued in the ministry till 2006.

Chakraborty’s last rites would be per-
formed on Sunday.

dent Prokopis Pavlopou-
lus, Prime Minister Alexis 
Tsipras and Leader of the 
Opposition Kyriakos Mit-

sotakis.
Kovind will also meet 

Indian and Greek CEOs 
and deliver a speech on 

“India and Europe in a 
Changing World” at the 
Hellenic Foundation for 
Europe and Foreign Policy, 

a leading Greek think tank.
India-Greece bilat-

eral trade stands at $530 
million and some Indi-
an companies are also 
present in the infrastruc-
ture, pharmaceutical and 
steel sectors in the central 
European nation.

With Greece being 
home to a 12,000-strong 
Indian diaspora, Kovind 
will also interact with 
members of the commu-
nity.

From Greece, Kovind 
will leave for Suriname on 
June 19 in what will be the 
first ever visit by an Indian 
head of state to the South 
American nation.

Kovind’s visits to Suri-
name and Cuba is being 
seen as a reflection of India 
giving more importance to 
ties with Latin America.

In Suriname, he is ex-
pected sign some agree-

ments including on health 
and information technol-
ogy. 

With 37 per cent of 
Suriname’s population 
being people of Indian 
origin, Kovind will also 
lay the foundation stone 
of Vivekananda Cultural 
Centre.

Most of these Indian-
origin people are descend-
ants of indentured labour 
brought to work in sugar-
cane plantations, the first 
batch of whom arrived in 
1873.

On June 21, Kovind will 
participate in activities as 
part of the International 
Yoga Day.

From Suriname, he 
and his delegation will 
leave for Cuba which again 
will be the first ever presi-
dential visit from India 
to the Caribbean island 
country.

travel time between Mum-
bai-Pune to just 25 min-
utes from the current three 
hours with Hyperloop.

The state government 
and the company have 
already completed the 
pre-feasibility study on 
this and the PMRDA has 
identified a 15-km demon-
stration track which may 
be constructed next year.

After the tests succeed, 
the fully electric Hyper-
loop will be constructed 
within four years, or by 
2024, at an estimated cost 
of Rs 20,000 crore.

The Hyperloop be-
tween Mumbai-Pune will 
ease congestion on the ex-
isting expressway, reduce 
greenhouse effects and 
accidents.
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News IN BrIef
Morocco to skip Saudi meeting on 
Yemen
Rabat, June 16 (IANS/MAP): Morocco’s Minister of  
Culture and Communication Mohamed Laaraj will not 
take part in the meeting of Communication Ministers on 
Yemen crisis in Saudi Arabia. According to an official 
statement on Friday, the decision was taken due to “busy 
agenda”. The Moroccan announcement to skip the 
meeting, scheduled on to be held on June 23 in the Saudi 
city of Jeddah, came only two days after the North African 
kingdom lost its bid to host the 2026 World Cup to the 
joint bid of the US, Canada and Mexico. Morocco is part 
of the Saudi-led coalition in Yemen and it sent troops to 
contribute to the Saudi-led operations that fight Houthi 
rebels and aim at “restoring the legitimate government 
in Yemen”.

17 dead in Caracas club stampede 
sparked by tear gas — Official
Caracas, June 16 (PTI/AFP): Seventeen people, 
including eight minors, were killed at a crowded Caracas 
club early today when a tear gas canister was detonated, 
setting off  a stampede, Venezuelan officials said. The 
deaths occurred after a brawl broke out during a middle 
school graduation party and someone detonated the 
tear gas, sending more than 500 people rushing for the 
exits, said Interior and Justice Minister Nestor Reverol. 
In comments aired on state VTV television, Reverol put 
the death toll at 17. Witnesses said a minor, one of seven 
people detained in the incident, is suspected of setting 
off the tear gas. Official reports said the victims died of  
suffocation or multiple trauma. At least five people were 
hurt in the incident and taken to hospital for treatment.

Sri Lanka to tighten environmental 
law against waste, pollution
Colombo, June 16 (IANS): Sri Lanka will strengthen its 
environmental law against growing industrial pollution, 
urban waste disposal and illegal buildings, Cabinet 
spokesperson Gayantha Karunathilleke said on Saturday. 
Karunathilleke said the government would amend the 
National Environment Act after the Cabinet of Ministers 
approved a proposal by President Maithripala Sirisena 
earlier this week to instruct the legal draftsman to draft 
necessary legislation, Xinhua news agency reported. The 
new law would enable authorities to better cope with 
pollution problems and stern action would be taken against 
all those caught polluting the environment. Even though 
the law has been amended several times in the past, the 
necessity for further changes has been recognized in order 
to find solutions for pressing environmental issues as well 
as those that may arise in the future, Karunathilaka said.

3 security personnel killed in Pak
Islamabad, June 16 (IANS): At least three security 
personnel were killed when unidentified assailants shot 
at their vehicle in Pakistan’s Balochistan province on 
Saturday. The assailants fled the scene after the incident 
in Quetta city, reports Xinhua news agency. No group has 
claimed responsibility yet.

Suu Kyi meets senior Chinese 
official on bilateral ties
Naypyidaw, June 16 (IANS): Myanmar State Counsellor 
Aung San Suu Kyi met Chinese Defence Minister Wei 
Fenghe here and discussed bilateral relations, officials said on 
Saturday. Wei said China and Myanmar as neighbours have 
long been witnessing a close friendly relationship, reports 
Xinhua news agency. In recent years, said the Chinese 
official, the comprehensive strategic cooperative partnership 
between the two sides has been further developed under 
the guidance of Chinese President Xi Jinping and Suu Kyi. 
The Chinese official also expressed the wish to boost the 
development of the Belt and Road Initiative to strengthen the 
cooperation between the two militaries and jointly maintain 
peace and stability in the border areas.

US imposes sanctions on 14 entities 
connected with Israeli billionaire
Washington, June 16 (IANS): The US Treasury has 
announced that it has imposed sanctions on 14 entities 
for their connections with an already designated Israeli 
billionaire, accusing them of human rights abuse and 
corruption. The punished 14 companies were affiliated 
with Dan Gertler, an Israeli businessman whom the 
Treasury claimed had amassed his fortune through 
“opaque and corrupt mining and oil deals in the 
Democratic Republic of  the Congo (DRC)”, Xinhua 
reported. “Treasury is sanctioning companies that have 
enabled Dan Gertler to access the international financial 
system and profit from corruption and misconduct,” 
Under Secretary of  the Treasury for Terrorism and 
Financial Intelligence Sigal Mandelker said in a statement 
on Friday. The sanctions would freeze assets of blacklisted 
entities under U.S. jurisdiction and ban any U.S. individuals 
or companies from making business deals with them.

Indonesian woman swallowed by 
giant python
Jakarta, June 16 (IANS): An Indonesian woman was 
found dead in the belly of an eight-metre python after 
the bloated snake was captured and killed near the 
place where she went missing while inspecting her corn 
plantation, police said on Saturday. The body of 54-year-
old Wa Tiba was found on Friday when the locals killed 
the swollen snake and dissected its stomach on the island 
of Muna, offshore of Sulawesi, the Jakarta Post reported. 
Muna police chief Agung Ramos Paretongan Sinaga said 
the housewife disappeared on Thursday night after she 
went to inspect her plantation around one km away from 
her house. Wa Tiba’s family became anxious as she did not 
return home even the next day. Her sister went looking for 
her at the plantation, only to find her footprints, a torch, 
slippers and a machete on the ground.

AP/PTI

President Donald Trump watches a cameraman fall down as he walks to an interview on the North 
Lawn of the White House, Friday, June 15, 2018, in Washington. 

Bati Kot (Afghanistan), 
June 16 (PTI/AFP): Afghan 
President Ashraf Ghani an-
nounced today an exten-
sion of the government’s 
week-long ceasefire with 
the Taliban, as both sides 
observed a halt in hostili-
ties for Eid. 

In a rare televised ad-
dress to the nation, Ghani 
also asked the Taliban to 
extend their three-day 
ceasefire which is due to 
end tomorrow.

“I order the security 
forces to remain on their 
defensive positions,” Ghani 
said, adding details of the 
extension would be re-
leased later.

The government’s 
ceasefire was due to end 

Tuesday.
His announcement 

comes as Taliban fighters 
and Afghan security forces 
hugged and took selfies 
with each other across 
the country as an unprec-
edented ceasefire in the 
war-torn country held for 
the second day of Eid.

Carrying assault weap-
ons and rocket-propelled 
grenade launchers, mem-
bers of Afghanistan’s big-
gest militant group trav-
elled by car and motorbike 
through the contested dis-
trict of Bati Kot in eastern 
Nangarhar province, wav-
ing Afghan and Taliban 
flags.

Afghan forces manning 
checkpoints offered Eid 

greetings to the Taliban, 
embracing and posing for 
photos with the same peo-
ple they are usually trying 
to kill -- a scene that would 
have been unthinkable 
only a few days ago.

Villagers also flocked 
around the insurgents, 
hugging them and hap-
pily taking selfies with the 
heavily armed fighters as 
they celebrated the Muslim 
holiday capping the holy 
month of Ramadan.

“I am here to offer 
greetings to our brothers 
in the police and army,” 
Taliban commander Baba 
told AFP.

“We have held the 
ceasefire well so far. Eve-
ryone is tired of war and 

if our leaders order us to 
continue the ceasefire, we 
will hold it forever.” A Tali-
ban fighter on a motorbike 
carrying the Afghan and 
Taliban flags welcomed 
the ceasefire, but said long-
lasting peace would only 
be achieved if US forces left 
the country.

“We want an Islamic 
country and government. 
This cannot happen unless 
America leaves (Afghani-
stan),” he told AFP.

The Taliban announced 
a ceasefire for the first three 
days of Eid, which started 
Friday, promising not to at-
tack Afghan security forces 
for the first time since the 
2001 US invasion.

They said they would 

continue attacking US-led 
NATO troops.

That came after Ghani 
announced that police and 
troops would cease op-
erations against the Tali-
ban for eight days, starting 
last Tuesday -- though he 
warned that operations 
against other militants, 
including the Islamic State 
group, would continue.

Afghan Deputy Interior 
Minister Masood Azizi told 
AFP both sides had so far 
respected the ceasefire.

“Luckily it’s going well 
so far,” Azizi said.

Bati Kot is on the high-
way connecting the Nan-
garhar provincial capital 
of Jalalabad with Torkham, 
one of the major border 
crossings into Pakistan, 
which has long been ac-
cused of supporting the 
Taliban and providing safe 
haven to its leaders, charg-
es it denies.

Afghans shared photos 
on social media purported-
ly showing Taliban fighters 
around the country gather-
ing with security forces and 
locals for the holiday.

The bizarre images 
served as powerful propa-
ganda for both sides and 
have fanned hopes among 
war-weary Afghans for the 
ceasefire to continue.

“Look, they are broth-
ers. If their leaders come, 
sit and talk just like their 
soldiers we will have peace 

tomorrow,” Said Hasibul-
lah posted on Facebook 
under a photo purportedly 
showing a Taliban fighter 
and Afghan soldier having 
a cup of tea together.

The Taliban had “ex-
ploited” the opportunity 
to show their popularity 
among ordinary Afghans, a 
Western diplomat in Kabul 
told AFP.

“(That’s) no bad thing 
if they are able to see the 
benefits of talking not 
fighting,” he said.

The unusual bonhom-
ie between the two sides 
came as Ghani confirmed 
that Pakistani Taliban chief 
Maulana Fazlullah had 
been killed in a US drone 
strike.

US forces targeted Fa-
zlullah in a counterterror-
ism strike on Thursday in 
eastern Kunar province, 
close to the border be-
tween Afghanistan and 
Pakistan, US officials said, 
without confirming his 
death. 

Ghani said Pakistani 
leaders had assured him 
the strike was a “great step 
toward building trust be-
tween the two nations,” 
while urging them to “bring 
(the) Afghan Taliban resid-
ing in Pakistan to the nego-
tiation table.” On Tuesday, 
Pakistan’s powerful army 
chief General Qamar Javed 
Bajwa visited Kabul where 
he met with Ghani.

Afghanistan announces extension 
of govt. ceasefire with Taliban
Afghan bomber kills 21, mostly Taliban celebrating truce

Rohingya refugees mark first Eid since Myanmar crackdownStudents rally in Chicago for greater gun control

Trump threatened to send 25 
million Mexicans to Japan — Report

US separates 2,000 
children from parents 
at Mexico border

New law to protect 
animals in UK after 
attack on police dog

Kabul, June 16 (PTI/AP): A suicide 
bomber blew himself up in eastern 
Afghanistan today as mostly Tali-
ban fighters gathered to celebrate a 
three-day cease fire marking the Is-
lamic holiday of Eid al-Fitr, killing 21 
people and wounding another 41, 
said the Nangarhar provincial Police 
Chief Ghulam Sanayee Stanikzai.

Most of the dead and wounded 
were believed to be Taliban, he said. 
The devastating explosion came as 
previously unthinkable scenes of 
unarmed Taliban fighters celebrat-
ing Eid, often alongside Afghan 
security forces, played out in cities 

throughout the war-shattered coun-
try yesterday and again today.

Within hours of the explosion 
President Ashraf Ghani announced 
he would extend a nine-day cease-
fire that was to expire tomorrow 
and which he had unilaterally an-
nounced last week. The cease-fire 
was to end at the conclusion of 
the Eid holiday, which follows the 
monthlong fasting month of Ram-
adan.

Ghani offered no details of the 
extension, including how long it 
would be in effect. The Taliban’s 
leader, Haibatullah Akhunzada, 

on Monday separately announced 
a three-day truce to mark the Eid 
holiday. The Taliban cease-fire took 
effect at midnight on Thursday.

Ghani in his statement an-
nouncing the extension called on 
the Taliban to reply in kind. He 
also said that a cease-fire could be 
accompanied with visits to their 
prisoners and treatment for their 
fighters at hospitals in Afghani-
stan.

Ghani also repeated his prom-
ise that everything could be on the 
negotiation table, including the 
presence of foreign forces.

Cox’s Bazar (Bangladesh), June 
16 (PTI/AFP): As Muslims around 
the world celebrated Eid with 
feasting and gift-giving, Rohingya 
refugees in squalid Bangladesh 
camps marked the festival today 
with a peaceful demonstration 
demanding justice and dignified 
repatriation. 

For the hundreds of thousands 
of the Muslim minority who have 
fled neighbouring Myanmar since 
an army crackdown last August, 
this is the first Eid-al-Fitr they 
have spent in the cramped tent 
cities.

Rahim Uddin, a 35-year-old 

refugee, told AFP that the holiday, 
which marks the end of the fasting 
month of Ramadan, was different 
this year.

“But God be praised, at least 
we have a peaceful place to stay 
and celebrate. We can go to the 
mosques without any interrup-
tion,” he said in the vast Kutupal-
ong camp in Cox’s Bazar district.

The camp’s mosques were full 
this morning as refugees prayed for 
safety from flash floods and sud-
den landslides that they fear could 
be triggered by monsoon rains. 
They then exchanged embraces.

Later, as children roamed 

around in new clothes and enjoyed 
merry-go-round rides and other 
entertainment, hundreds of refu-
gees staged an hour-long protest, a 
common occurrence in the camps.

Holding banners and plac-
ards, the demonstrators shouted 
slogans demanding Rohingya 
citizenship, dignified repatriation 
to Myanmar and security from the 
United Nations.

Community leader Moham-
mad Mohibullah told AFP they 
want the UN to “include a Ro-
hingya representative in the repa-
triation agreement” procedure. 
The UN could not be reached for 

comment immediately.
About 700,000 Rohingya have 

arrived in Bangladesh since the 
crackdown that the UN and the US 
say amounted to “ethnic cleans-
ing”, joining those who had fled 
earlier violence in mainly Buddhist 
Myanmar.

“I sold some rations in the local 
market to buy my children new 
clothes. They are very happy,” refu-
gee Manu Mia said today, as many 
households prepared traditional 
desserts for the children.

Eighty-year-old Gul Meher 
made vermicelli called ‘semai’ for 
her son and four grandchildren. 

Chicago, June 16 (IANS): Survivors of a 
shooting at a school in Florida led a rally 
in the city of Chicago aimed at promoting 
greater gun control and encouraging US 
citizens to register to vote.

Among those taking part in Friday’s 
demonstration were Emma Gonzalez and 
Cameron Kasky, two students at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School in Park-
land who became the faces of a youth 
movement for greater gun control, Efe 
news reported. Their advocacy stemmed 
from a February 14 shooting at Stoneman 
Douglas in which a 19-year-old assailant 
killed 14 students and three staff members.

Rappers will.i.am and Chance the 
Rapper and actress and singer Jennifer 

Hudson, who gave a rendition of “Amaz-
ing Grace” were in attendance at the rally. 

Gun-control advocates such Gabrielle 
Giffords, a former Democratic congress-
woman from Arizona who suffered a brain 
injury in a 2011 assassination attempt, was 
also present. During the demonstration, a 
group of Chicago students read aloud the 
names of the 147 people under the age of 
21 who were the victims of gun violence 
over the past 12 months in the city. 

The rally marked the start of the Park-
land students’ “March for Our Lives: 
Road to Change” bus tour, which will visit 
dozens of US cities this summer in a bid 
to achieve stricter gun-control laws and 
promote voter registration.

Washington, June 16 (PTI/AFP): Don-
ald Trump threatened Japan’s Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe he would ship 25 
million Mexicans to his country, one of 
a series of bizarre missives that jarred 
fellow leaders at last week’s acrimoni-
ous G7 meet, according to a report.

The Group of Seven summit gath-
ering of top industrialized democra-
cies finished in disarray after the 
US president abruptly rejected its 
consensus statement and bitterly at-
tacked Canada’s Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau.

Behind the scenes, Trump’s coun-
terparts were dismayed by verbal 
jabs on topics ranging from trade to 
terrorism and migration, The Wall 
Street Journal said, quoting European 
officials who were present.

At one point he described migra-
tion as a big problem for Europe then 
said to Abe: “Shinzo, you don’t have 
this problem, but I can send you 25 
million Mexicans and you’ll be out of 
office very soon,” creating a sense of 
irritation in the room, according to an 
EU official.

The source added that when the 

topic turned to Iran and terrorism, 
Trump took aim at French President 
Emmanuel Macron, saying: “You must 
know about this, Emmanuel, because 
all the terrorists are in Paris.” European 
Commission 

President Jean-Claude Juncker 
also came under fire and was repeat-
edly described by Trump as a “brutal 
killer” in reference to the bloc’s an-
titrust and tax fines against US tech 
companies that have run into billions 
of dollars.

Bitter differences over trade domi-
nated the summit hosted by Canada, 
with leaders of the world’s largest 
economies lining up against Trump’s 
threats to impose stiff tariffs on im-
ported steel and aluminum.

After rejecting the joint statement, 
Trump and his top aides assailed Tru-
deau, accusing him of dishonesty and 
betrayal. 

Trump yesterday rejected reports 
of discord, blaming the “Fake News 
Media” on Twitter for portraying a false 
picture while posting several photos 
of himself appearing to get along well 
with fellow G7 leaders.

Washington, June 16 (IANS): The US 
government has separated at least 
2,000 children from parents at the 
Mexico border since implementing a 
policy that results in such family sepa-
rations, the Department of Homeland 
Security(DHS) has confirmed.

From April 19 through May 31 of 
this year, 1,995 minors travelling with 
1,940 adults who said they were the 
children’s guardians were separated 
due to the policy, CNN quoted DHS 
spokesman Jonathan Hoffman as say-
ing on Friday.

According to Hoffman, the call was 
largely to defend the administration’s 
decision to charge every adult caught 
crossing the border illegally with fed-
eral crimes, as opposed to referring 
those with children mainly to immi-
gration courts, as previous administra-
tions did. 

Because the government is charg-
ing the parents in the criminal justice 
system, children are separated from 
them, with no clear procedure for their 
reunification aside from hotlines the 
parents can call to try to track their 
children down.

The policy to refer all adults for 
charges was publicly announced on 
May 7, though the Justice Department 
announced it would prosecute 100 per 
cent of the cases referred to it at the 
beginning of April.

“We make decisions based on 
the ability to detain and the ability of 
courts to take these cases, but we no 
longer exempt categories or classes of 
individuals,” a DHS official said.

“By and large, we are accepting 
nearly all of the referrals that we get 
from our counterparts at DHS, we con-
tinue to work with the federal judiciary 
on practical solutions to differing caps 
that they have,” CNN quoted a Justice 
Department official as saying. 

London, June 16 (IANS): Animals used by Brit-
ain’s police and security forces have won gov-
ernment backing for a new law to protect them 
from attack.

Environment secretary Michael Gove on Fri-
day announced the government would support 
the so-called Finn’s Law following a campaign 
to win greater protection for animals, Xinhua 
reported.

The campaign was launched after police dog 
Finn was stabbed while pursuing a suspect with 
his handler police Constable David Wardell.

Thousands of people backed the campaign 
for greater protection for Finn and other animals, 
while people from across the country sent get well 
cards and gifts to the police dog as he fought for 
his life after the attack.

The dog survived, but has now been retired 
from police work.

With government support, Finn’s Law will 
introduce bigger fines and prison sentences for 
attacks on service animals.

Constable Wardell, Finn’s handler, welcomed 
the change in the law. He said: “When Finn was 
seriously injured it didn’t seem right to me or the 
public that he was seen as an inanimate object or 
property, in law.”

“The campaign is my way of saying thank you 
to Finn for saving my life and to the many other 
(dogs) for the truly outstanding and brave work 
they do every day.”

Wardell, from Hertfordshire Police, said Finn 
had saved his life when a 16-year-old robbery 
suspect they were pursuing turned on them with 
a knife in 2016.

Finn was stabbed in the chest and head, but 
did not let go until reinforcements arrived, and it 
was thought he was unlikely to survive.

The new legislation will remove a section of 
the current law of self-defense, often used by 
those who harm an animal working with the po-
lice, prison service or military.

The change in the law, coupled with the gov-
ernment’s plans to increase maximum sentences 
for animal cruelty offences to five years in prison, 
will make sure people who harm service animals 
are punished, said the government.

Gove said: “The government is continuing to 
raise the bar on animal welfare, whether for our 
beloved pets, brave service animals, or on farms.” 

British Member of Parliament Sir Oliver Heald 
presented the bill in the British Parliament. 
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Important to keep cities clean, 
beautiful, says Dia Mirza

Apple signs multi-
year content deal 
with Oprah Winfrey

Tom Holland shared ‘Jurassic World 2’ spoilers with Pratt before director

Actress Dia Mirza, who was associated with an initiative that highlights Indian 
culture and diversity through graffiti art, says it is important to keep the cities clean 
and beautiful. Radio Mirchi and Canara HSBC Oriental Bank of Commerce Life 
Insurance have come together to beautify the national capital through graffiti art. 
The joint initiative aims to celebrate Indian art, culture, sports as well as unity and 
diversity. The first graffiti wall on Barakhamba Road in the heart of the city was un-
veiled on Saturday in the presence of Dia, senior company officials and dignitaries of 
the Delhi government. The unveiling of the wall also saw an on-ground carnival with 
food, music, street plays, flash mob and other entertainment activities. (IANS)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

11 am, 5 pm: Race 3 (Hindi)3D
2 pm, 8 pm: Race 3 (Hindi) 2D

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

W
ith an aim to promote 
original programming 
amid the growing video 
streaming war, Ap-
ple has announced a 

multi-year content partnership with 
producer-host Oprah Win- frey.

Together, Win-
frey and Apple 
will create 
origi-
nal 

programmes that “embrace her incom-
parable ability to connect with audi-
ences around the world”, the tech giant 
said in a statement on Saturday.

“Winfrey’s projects will be released 
as part of a lineup of original content 
from Apple,” the company added.

Winfrey is the CEO of the Oprah 
Winfrey Network (OWN) which is 

a US-based television channel 
owned by Harpo Studios and 

Discovery Inc.
The video streaming is 

a lucrative business today 
and Amazon and Netflix 
are currently leading the 
market.

Apple recently an-
nounced content 

deals with Reese 
Witherspoon and 
Steven Spielberg.

“Netflix previ-
ously announced 

a multi-year 
production deal with 
the Obama family, 
and reportedly paid 
close to $100 mil-
lion to secure a deal 
with ‘Grey’s Anatomy’ 

and ‘Scandal’ creator 
Shonda Rhimes,” The 

Verge reported.
IANS

A
ctor Chris Pratt has 
revealed his “Aveng-
ers: Infinity War” 
co-star Tom Holland 
had spoiled the story 

of “Jurassic World: The Fallen 
Kingdom” for him before he 
could hear it from the director.

In an interview with Sir-
iusXM, Pratt said Holland knew 
“The Fallen Kingdom” direc-
tor JA Bayona as the two had 
worked together on the film 

“The Impossible”. The director 
had apparently told the “Spider-
Man: Homecoming” actor the 
whole story of the film.

“The first I heard about the 
plot was from Tom Holland, 
weirdly. I think I was shooting 
the sequel for ‘Guardians Of The 
Galaxy’, maybe, and Tom was 
doing ‘Spider-Man’ on the same 
lot “ Pratt said.

“He said, ‘Hey mate, I just 
talked to JA, mate. He told me 

the whole plot of the story,’ 
And I was like, ‘What?’ He said, 
‘Yeah, there’s like a volcano,’ 
and I said, ‘You’re messing with 
me.’ He’s like, ‘No, mate, he 
told me the whole thing.’ So he 
told me the whole story, so I 
heard it right from Tom Hol-
land first. And then, when I read 
the script, I was like, ‘he wasn’t 
messing with me. It was all real,” 
he added.

During the interview, Pratt 

also said that his “Jurassic 
World” co-star Bryce Dallas 
Howard knows a lot about up-
coming “Avengers 4”.

“She knows the whole thing. 
When I sign a non-disclosure 
agreement, at the bottom in 
parenthesis I say, ‘Except for 
Bryce’,” Pratt said. 

“You guys don’t even know 
what I know, but you’ll know 
pretty soon,” he added.

PTI
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Andy Murray

Grant Bradburn 

AP/PTI

Portugal’s Cristiano Ronaldo, second from left, celebrates after he scored his third goal with a free kick during the group B match against Spain at the 2018 soccer World Cup at the Fisht 
Stadium in Sochi, Russia on Friday, June 15.

PTI

Indian Women hockey player Udita celebrates with team mates after scoring a goal against Spain during the 
Spain Tour as they defeated the hosts 3-2, in Madrid, Spain on Friday, June 15. 

EM Images

Players from USU, KSU, MTBA Y/D and Mokokchung Police posing for the lens before the friendly football 
match at Imkongmeren Sports Complex on Saturday, June 16.

Ronaldo toasts new career mark 
after hat-trick against Spain

Rani Rampal’s late strike hands India 3-2 win over Spain

Murray to make competitive 
return against Kyrgios next week

Mokokchung police organise 
friendly football match

Man City send Angeliño to PSV Eindhoven

Warner to debut in 
Caribbean Premier League

Bradburn interested in 
New Zealand coaching job

Young defender Thangmuansang 
moves to Neroca FC

Sochi (Russia), June 16 (PTI/
AFP): Cristiano Ronaldo expressed 
his delight at setting another record 
in his remarkable career as his 
hat-trick against Spain on Friday al-
lowed him to become just the fourth 
player to score in four World Cups.

“I am very happy, it’s a nice 
personal record to have, one more 
in my career,” said the Portugal 
captain, whose goals secured a 3-3 
draw for the European champions 
in a remarkable World Cup Group 
B clash with neighbours Spain in So-
chi. Ronaldo had twice put Portugal 
in front, and yet he was required to 

score a superb 88th-minute free-
kick to grab a point after Spain had 
fought back brilliantly.

The 33-year-old joins an elite 
cast of  players who have scored in 
four World Cups, following in the 
footsteps of Pele and German duo 
Uwe Seeler and Miroslav Klose.

But he added: “For me the most 
important thing is to emphasise 
what the team did against one of the 
favourites to win this World Cup.

“It was a fair result, we are very 
happy because the game was about 
to finish and then we managed to 
grab a draw.” 

Ronaldo had only scored three 
goals in total in his last three World 
Cups, so managed to double his tally 
in one night here.

He has also now scored in eight 
consecutive major tournaments, 
going back to Euro 2004, when as a 
teenager he helped Portugal all the 
way to the final as hosts.

Yesterday’s hat-trick came just 
hours after legal sources in Spain 
said Ronaldo had agreed to pay the 
Spanish taxman 18.8 million euros 
to settle a tax fraud claim.

The agreement, which is still to 
be ratified, will likely come with a 

two-year jail term -- although sen-
tences of  up to two years are not 
generally served in Spain.

But Ronaldo was clearly not dis-
tracted by that. His focus is fully on 
the World Cup, with Portugal’s next 
match against Morocco in Moscow 
next Wednesday.

“The World Cup has only just 
begun. Portugal are hoping to get 
through the first round, and we 
know how hard the group stage is,” 
he said.

“We are not the favourites but 
we are contenders and we will do as 
well as we can.

London, June 16 (Reuters): 
Britain’s former world num-
ber one Andy Murray will 
make his return from hip 
surgery at the Queen’s Club 
tournament next week 
where he will face Austra-
lia’s Nick Kyrgios in the first 
round.

Organizers announced 
his inclusion on Saturday 
ahead of  the draw for the 
tournament which has the 
strongest lineup in its 128-
year history with 15 of the 
world’s top 30 taking part.

Murray, who has been 
sidelined for almost a year 
since losing in the quarter-
finals at Wimbledon last 
July, came through a prac-
tice session in London on 
Friday.

The Scot, who is a five-
times champion at Queen’s 
but has slipped to number 
157 in the rankings, has been 
handed the toughest of  all 
comebacks against world 
number 24 Kyrgios, who is 
a fine grasscourt player.

But the 23-year-old Aus-
tralian has also struggled 
with injury and only re-
turned last week from a two-
month break with elbow 
trouble.

C a n a d a ’ s  D e n i s 
Shapovalov, who takes on 
Gilles Muller in his first-
round match, said of Mur-
ray’s draw: “It’s definitely 
another exciting match. 
Nick is playing some great 
tennis, I don’t know if Andy 

is 100 percent back. It’s a 
tough one.”

Should Murray win, he 
may face British number one 
Kyle Edmund who plays 
American Ryan Harrison in 
the first round.

Murray has missed the 
last three Grand Slam events 
and had a hip operation in 
Australia on Jan. 8.

He hoped to make his 
comeback at last week’s 
Libema Open in the Nether-
lands but pulled out because 
he was “not quite ready”.

Murray’s long-time rival 
Novak Djokovic is also play-

ing at Queen’s and has got 
a first-round match against 
a qualifier, with a potential 
tie versus Bulgaria’s Grig-
or Dimitrov in the second 
round.

Defending champion 
Feliciano Lopez will play 
Luxemburg’s David Goffin 
in the same part of the draw 
as Murray and Edmund.

However, Rafa Nadal, 
who won the French Open 
last week, will not take part 
as he continues his prepara-
tions for the Wimbledon 
Championships which begin 
on July 2.

London, June 16 (IANS): 
Manchester City defender 
Jose Angel Tasende, known 
as “Angeliño,” is headed to 
PSV Eindhoven on a per-
manent transfer, the Eng-
lish Premier League (EPL) 
champions have confirmed.

Angel iño,  21,  who 

joined Man City in 2013, 
made his debut with the first 
team of the English club in 
an FA Cup match against 
Aston Villa in January 2016, 
reports Efe.

“Everyone at the club 
wishes Angelino well as he 
continues his career with 

PSV,” Man City said on its 
Web site.

Angeliño joined New 
York City FC on loan in July 
2015 where he appeared in 
14 matches and had four as-
sists. He was had loan spells 
at Girona, Mallorca and 
NAC Breda.

Pune, June 16 (PTI): FC Pune City and 
Neroca FC have reached an agreement 
for the transfer of Manipur-born Sebastian 
Thangmuansang.

The 19-year-old has been with the Pune-
based club for a while and was a part of the 
club’s junior teams.

Having won the IFA Shield in 2017, the 
young defender was loaned to Chennai City 
FC in the I-League’s last season where he 
notched up 12 appearances.

His performances caught the eye of  
Neroca FC and the Imphal-based club have 
now signed the player on a permanent trans-
fer, a media release said today.

Gaurav Modwel, CEO of  FC Pune 
City, said, “While there was interest from a 

couple of I-League clubs, Sebastian’s desire 
was to play for Neroca FC since he hails 
from Manipur.

Our best wishes are with him and I am 
confident that he will do well for Neroca.” 

Sebastian expressed his delight on mak-
ing the switch.

“I feel it is the right time and the right 
move for me. I really enjoyed my time at FC 
Pune Cit. While there was an opportunity 
to play in the club’s reserves team, I decided 
to come to Neroca as I feel I can get a lot 
of game time.

“It was a great season for Neroca last 
year and being a local Manipuri boy, I can’t 
wait to get started and play in front of the 
home fans,” he added.

E d i n b u r g h ,  Ju n e  1 6 
(IANS): Former New Zea-
land off-spinner and cur-
rent Scotland coach Grant 
Bradburn has expressed in-
terest in taking up a coach-
ing role for the Black Caps 
after Mike Hesson decided 
to stand down from his 
position due to personal 
reasons.

Bradburn, who played 
seven Tests and 11 ODIs 

for New Zealand, has been 
coaching Scotland since 
April 2014 and talks about 
renewing his contract with 
Scotland Cricket have re-
cently gathered pace.

The 52-year-old noted 
that family considerations 
are also a part of  the rea-
son why he would look to 
return to New Zealand and 
take over the role of  coach-
ing the national side. 

St. Lucia, June 16 (IANS): 
Caribbean Premier League 
(CPL) outfit St. Lucia Stars 
have signed banned Austra-
lia batsman David Warner 
in their squad for the up-
coming season beginning 
August 8, the West Indian 
club announced on Sat-
urday.

Warner will replace fel-
low big-hitting 
Austral ian 
D ’ A r c y 
Short, who 
was r uled 
out of  the 
t o u r n a -
ment after 
being select-
ed in Aus-
tralia A’s 
t o u r 
o f  

India.
“We are excited to bring 

David to the Saint Lucia 
Stars. David is arguably 
one of  the greatest batsman 
of  the modern era and a 
winning player,” Stars Gen-
eral Manager Mohammad 
Khan was quoted as saying 
by cricket.com.au.

Warner, who was hand-
ed a 12-month ban follow-

ing his role in the Cape 
Town ball-tampering 
scandal, will make a 
return to competitive 
cricket in Canada’s 
inaugural Global T20 
tournament for the Win-

nipeg Hawks later this 
month alongside his for-

mer skipper Steve Smith, 
who was also handed a 

12-month suspen-
sion by CA.

T h e 
month-long 
CPL will also 
feature other 
Australians 
l i k e  a l l -
r o u n d e r 
S h a n e 
W a t -
son and 
C h r i s 
Lynn.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, June 16 (EMN): Under 
‘Project Amalitep (cooperation)’ the Mo-
kokchung police today organised a friendly 
football match with the students union of  
neighbouring villages of Ungma, Kubza and 
Youth Department of Mokokchung Town 
Baptist Church (MTBA Y/D) at Imkongme-
ren Sports Complex on Saturday.

The match was played between the 
combined teams of Ungma Students Union 
(USU) and Mokokchung Police Station –II 
versus MTBA Y/D - Kubza Students Union 
(KSU) and Mokokchung Police Station –I.

The match ended with the combined 
team of MTBA Y/D - KSU- Mokokchung 

Police Station –I thrashing USU and Mokok-
chung Police Station –II by 3-1.

Earlier, Superintendent of  Police, Mo-
kokchung Raguramarajan A said today’s 
match is for promoting citizen friendly po-
licing in the district. He also informed that 
under the same project the Mokokchung 
Police will be initiating many social activi-
ties to promote cooperation and mutual ties 
between police authorities and the public.

10 volunteers were selected under project 
Amalitep to assist the Mokokchung Traffic 
Police to ensure smooth regulation of traf-
fic in the state’s third major urban centre, 
Mokokchung town after undergoing an 
orientation session.

Madrid, June 16 (PTI): 
Skipper Rani Rampal 
scored a late winner as In-
dian women’s hockey team 
dished out a spirited perfor-
mance to beat Spain 3-2 in 
the third game and register 
their first win of  the five-
match series at the Consejo 
Superior de Deportes Hock-
ey Stadium here.

By virtue of this win late 
last night, India and Spain 
are now tied 1-1 in the series. 
While Spain beat India 3-0 
in the opener, the second 
game between the two sides 
finished 1-1. 

The fourth match of the 
series will be played later 
tonight.

In last night’s game, 
Spain took an early lead 
through Maria Lopez’s 
strike from their second 
penalty corner in the third 
minute. 

The hosts continued to 
test the Indian defence in the 
first quarter and goalkeeper 
Savita was called into action 
soon when she made a fine 
reflex save to deny Spain. 

The Indians started to 

get into the game in the sec-
ond quarter as both teams 
battled for possession. 

The visitors defended 
their lines well, keeping out 
Spain’s third penalty corner 
in the 19th minute. 

World no. 10 India made 
some good forays in the 
closing stages of the quarter, 
forcing Spanish goalkeeper 
Melanie Garcia to make a 
fine save in the 25th minute. 

The Indians kept up the 

pressure on the Spanish de-
fence and won a penalty 
corner which was converted 
by Gurjit Kaur in the 28th 
minute as both the teams 
went into the half-way break 
tied at 1-1.

India started on a bright 
note after the change of ends 
and produced a great move 
to score a well constructed 
field goal through young 
striker Lalremsiami in the 
32nd minute. 

Forward Vandana Ka-
tariya also got an open 
chance in the 42nd minute 
but could not score in her 
200th International cap.

A tense final few mo-
ments of the match saw the 
hosts put the Indian defence 
under constant pressure, 
winning two penalty cor-
ners, the first of which was 
saved by goalkeeper Savita. 

However, Spain’s Lola 
Riera continued her fine 
goal-scoring form and re-
mained calm under pres-
sure to converted the next 
penalty corner in the 58th 
minute and level the scores. 

But just when it looked 
the two teams are set to 
share the spoils, India cap-
tain Rani scored a wonder-
ful field goal just a min-
ute from the final hooter 
to hand the visitors a well 
deserved win.

“I would absolutely 
love to apply for the Black 
Caps job. It has always 
been my dream to coach a 
full member nation, espe-
cially my home nation,” 
Bradburn was quoted as 
saying by stuff.co.nz on 
Friday. 

“As a family that has 
always been our intent to 
come home at some stage 
and this presents a double 
opportunity really for me 
to pursue what would be 
a dream job and for us 
as a family to head back 
home,” he added.

Under him, Scotland 
performed creditably in 
the 2018 World Cup Qual-
ifiers, beating Afghanistan 
and Zimbabwe. 

Eventually, they nar-
rowly missed out on a 
berth in the main event 
after losing to the West 
Indies in the Super Sixes. 

With less than a year 
to go for the commence-
ment of  the 50-over World 
Cup in England, Bradburn 
said that he already has 
thought of  a roadmap for 
the well-drilled New Zea-
land side, and added that 
he would have discussions 
with New Zealand Cricket 
(NZC) before applying for 
the post. 

“I’ve already thought 
about a strategy that I 
feel would be suited for 
the Black Caps role, but 
I think it would be impor-
tant for me to just talk to 
NZ Cricket first and just 
get their feeling on what 
they believe they need par-
ticularly in the short term 
building towards the World 
Cup next year,” he said.
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Joachim Loew

France's Paul Pogba, left, and Australia's Mathew Leckie challenge the ball during the group C match 
between France and Australia at the 2018 soccer World Cup in the Kazan Arena in Kazan, Russia on  
Saturday, June 16.

AP/PTI

Denmark's Yussuf Yurary Poulsen, second left, reacts after scoring 
during the group C match against Peru at the 2018 soccer World Cup 
in the Mordovia Arena in Saransk, Russia on Saturday, June 16.

AP/PTI

Argentina's Lionel Messi, centre, sits on the pitch during the group D match against Iceland at the 2018 
soccer World Cup in the Spartak Stadium in Moscow, Russia on Saturday, June 16.

AP/PTI

Griezmann hits historic VAR penalty 
as France squeeze past Australia

Messi misses penalty as Iceland hold Argentina for famous draw

World Cup title adds no pressure 
against Mexico — Germany's Loew

Messi, Ronaldo are from another 
planet, so I'm world's best — Neymar

Denmark beat Peru in Group C tie

Kazan, June 16 (PTI/AFP): 
Antoine Griezmann scored 
from the first VAR-assisted 
penalty awarded in the 
history of the World Cup 
as title hopefuls France 
battled to a 2-1 win over 
gutsy Australia in Kazan on 
Saturday.

Griezmann, expected 
to make a huge impact on 
Russia 2018 after topping 
the Euro 2016 scorers with 
six goals, was left frustrated 
by a solid Socceroos defen-
sive display in a tight first 
half.

The Atletico Madrid 
star wrote his name into 
the history books after he 
went down under a tackle 
from Josh Rishdon in the 
penalty box in the second 
half of the Group C fixture.

Referee Andres Cunha 
from Uruguay did not ini-
tially award a spot-kick but 
after viewing the VAR foot-
age, ruled it was a penalty 
and Griezmann coolly slot-
ted past Socceroos' goal-
keeper Mathew Ryan at the 
Kazan Arena.

But French celebrations 
were short-lived, Australia 
captain Mile Jedinak level-
ling only four minutes later 
after a clear hand ball by 
Barcelona defender Samuel 
Umtiti.

In a match that saw 
Didier Deschamps' men 
frustrated throughout by a 
gutsy Australian defensive 
display, French pride was 
only restored in the 81st 

FIFA WORLD CUP

RUSSIA 2018

minute.
Chelsea striker Olivier 

Giroud, still wearing a ban-
dage around a recent head 
injury, had replaced Griez-
mann only minutes before 
playing a one-two with 
Paul Pogba on the edge of 
the area.

The Manchester Unit-
ed midfielder's shot took 
a deflection off the boot 
of defender Aziz Behich 
before creeping over the 
outstretched hands of 

Ryan and bouncing over 
the goalline.

Deschamps, a World 
Cup winner with France in 
1998, will be thanking his 
lucky stars after a perfor-
mance which will give him 
more questions than an-
swers about his ambitious 
side -- the second-young-
est in the tournament after 
Nigeria.

France are hoping to 
join tournament favourites 
Brazil, Germany and Spain 

in the latter stages as they 
look to make amends for 
losing the Euro 2016 final 
to Portugal.

In a tight first half that 
saw Griezmann, teen-
ager Kylian Mbappe and 
Ousmane Dembele fail to 
spark, it was the yellow-
clad Aussie fans who have 
invaded the Tatar capital in 
recent days who had most 
to cheer about.

On 17 minutes France 
'keeper Hugo Lloris was 

Saransk, June 16 (IANS): 
Denmark defeated Peru 
1-0 in a Group C match of 
the FIFA World Cup at the 
Mordovia Arena here on 
Saturday.

Yussuf Poulsen scored 
the winner for Denmark in 
the 59th minute off an pass 
from Christian Eriksen.

Christian Cueva missed 
a penalty for Peru just be-
fore half-time.

This is Peru's first World 
Cup appearance since 1982. 
Denmark had failed to qual-
ify for the 2014 edition in 
Brazil.

The Peruvians, play-
ing a 4-2-3-1 formation, 
launched fast attacks from 
the very beginning, making 
attempts at the goal three 
times within the first nine 
minutes, reports Xinhua 
news agency. 

But the efforts didn't 
pay off in face of the strong 
Danish defence.

Rio de Janeiro, June 16 (IANS): Brazil-
ian striker Neymar has said that he is the 
"world's best player," given that Argen-
tina's Lionel Messi and Portugal's 
Cristiano Ronaldo are "from 
another planet."

"Modesty aside, I think 
that I am the world's best 
player," Neymar quipped in 
an exchange with the hosts 
of Desimpedidos, a Brazilian 
YouTube channel. "Messi and 
Cristiano Ronaldo are 
from another plan-
et, so I'm No. 1."

M o r e  s e r i -
ously, he said on 
Friday that his 
focus was not on 
individual glory, 
but on leading 
Brazil to victory 
in the World Cup 
in Russia, Efe re-
ported.

He also said 

that he was completely recovered from the 
injury he suffered in February playing for 
Paris Saint-Germain, as he demonstrated 

during his squad's last two friendlies.
"I'm OK," he said. "I'm excellent. 

At first, I was afraid of even kicking the 
ball, but that is in the past."

The striker said that he arrived 
in Russia "much more mature" than 
when he participated in his first World 
Cup four years ago in Brazil, when 

the hosts were humiliated 7-1 defeat 
by Germany in the semifinal, a 

game Neymar missed due 
to injury.

Brazil will debut on 
Sunday against Swit-

zerland in Rostov, go-
ing on to face Costa 

Rica June 22 in St 
Petersburg and 
completing the 
group phase on 
June 27 against 
Serbia in Mos-
cow.

Moscow, June 16 (PTI/
AFP): Argentina were held 
to a draw by World Cup 
debutants Iceland Sat-
urday, with Lionel Messi 
blowing a gilt-edged op-
portunity for victory when 
he missed a penalty.

Sergio Aguero scored 
an eye-catching opener for 
the two-time world cham-
pions in the 19th minute 
but it was almost imme-
diately cancelled out by 
Alfred Finnbogason, whose 
team then held on in the 
face of immense pressure.

It was a major embar-
rassment for Argentina and 
raises questions about their 
ability to claim football's 
biggest prize for the first 
time since 1986.

As Diego Maradona 
looked on at Moscow's 
Spartak stadium, Messi also 
failed to respond to his rival 
Cristiano Ronaldo's hat-
trick for Portugal against 
Spain a day earlier.

Messi is yet to win a ma-

jor international tourna-
ment and time is running 
out with his 31st birthday 
looming.

While the result was not 
on the scale of that Iceland 
produced to eliminate Eng-
land from Euro 2016, it was 
a major boost for the tiny 
nation, who retain hopes 
of advancing from a group 
that also includes Nigeria 
and Croatia.

The island nation of 
330,000 is the smallest 
country to ever qualify for 
the finals but emphatically 
showed they can mix it with 
the heavyweights.

In front of a raucous 
crowd at the 45,000-capac-
ity venue, Iceland launched 
into some early physical 
challenges and rattled Ar-
gentina.

They hit on the counter 
and gave Argentina a scare 
when Bjorn Sigurdarson 
pounced on a loose ball 
only to rifle his shot just 
wide of the post.

Moscow, June 16 (Reuters): 
Germany are feeling no 
pressure as the reigning 
world champions going 
into their Group F opener 
against Mexico on Sunday 
and cannot wait to extend 
their record of opening 
game victories under coach 
Joachim Loew, he said on 
Saturday.

The Germans, World 
Cup winners in 2014, kick 
off their title defence at 
Moscow’s Luzhniki Sta-
dium and Loew said his 
players had nothing else 
on their mind other than 
winning their opener.

“The (2014) title plays 
no role. The tension we 
have is a positive tension 
and you can feel it rising. 
What you won in the past 
does not matter,” he said.

“Before the first match 
everyone has this posi-
tive tension. You want it 
to start, to prove yourself, 
to take a good step in this 
tournament and it does not 
matter what you have won 
or not.”

L o e w  h a s  b e e n  i n 
charge since 2006 and his 
team has won every tour-
nament opener at Euros 
and World Cups under him, 
a run they want to extend 
against the Mexicans.

He said that setbacks 
during their preparation 
for Russia, such as a loss 
to Austria and a scrappy 
win against Saudi Arabia in 
their final warm-up games, 
never shifted the team’s 
focus.

forced to turn a dangerous 
deflection from Corentin 
Tolisso around his far post.

It was a huge sight of 
relief for Les Bleus, who 
went from making a bright 
start to finishing the open-
ing half wondering how to 
pierce the Australia back 
line.

Before Griezmann's 
feat, Mbappe had made 
history at kick-off by be-
coming the  youngest 
French player, at 19 and 
six months, to start a World 
Cup game.

Only two minutes in, 
the fleet-footed Paris Saint-
Germain forward cut in to 
meet an enticing through 
ball from midfield and 
force Ryan into action at 
his near post.

Mbappe won a free kick 
25 yards out after a chal-
lenge from behind but Paul 
Pogba's curling effort over 
the wall was straight to 
Ryan.

D e s c h a m p s  h a d 
warned of the improve-
ment Australia have made 
under Dutch coach Bert 
van Marwijk, who took over 
from Ange Postecoglou in 
January.

But Australia spent 
most of the first half de-
fending and ultimately 
frustrating France, rarely 
creating real chances of 
their own.

The real drama, howev-
er, unfolded after the inter-
val with the VAR decision.

“It is correct that we 
have won a lot of opening 
matches. We accept that in 
our preparation things may 
go wrong at some point. 
What we focus on is the 
first tournament game and 
in the first games we have 
always shown our good 
performance,” Loew said.

 “It has to do with the 
self confidence of the play-
ers. I hope we can succeed 
tomorrow against a very 
tough opponent who plays 
well in almost every aspect 
of their game.”

The Germans have won 
all three tournament en-
counters against the Mexi-
cans, including their 4-1 
demolition at last year’s 
Confederations Cup. Ger-
man FA records state that 

in 11 matches Mexico have 
managed just one victory.

But midfielder Julian 
Draxler, who captained a 
largely second-string Ger-
many to the Confedera-
tions Cup title, warned that 
Sunday’s encounter would 
be a completely different 
affair.

“Our team has changed 
a lot from the Confedera-
tions Cup,” Draxler said. 
“We should not read too 
much into that win last 
year. It will be a completely 
different game.

“Mexico is collectively 
strong, play pressing and 
can put the opponent un-
der pressure.”

Germany also play 
South Korea and Sweden 
in their group.

SERBIA

MEXICO

SWITZERLAND

COSTA RICA

GERMANY

BRAZIL 

(GROUP E) - SAMARA ARENA - 5.30 PM

(GROUP F) - LUZHNIKI STADIUM - 8.30 PM

(GROUP E) - ROSTOV ARENA - 11.30 PM

TODAY’S MATCHES

Aguero settled Argen-
tine nerves in the 19th min-
ute when he latched onto 
Marcos Rojo's pass in the 
box, turned and hammered 

home with his left foot.
True to form, Iceland 

fought back and Finnbo-
gason netted the equaliser 
four minutes later, pounc-

ing when Argentine keeper 
Wilfredo Caballero parried 
away Gylfi Sigurdsson's 
shot for a classic poacher's 
goal.

Argentina continued to 
press but Messi was sub-
dued in the face of muscu-
lar Icelandic defence and 
the teams went into the 
break on even terms.

Messi looked furious 
as he led his team out for 
the second half but the 
Argentines still struggled to 
dominate.

They appeared to have 
secured a breakthrough 
when Polish referee Szy-
mon Marciniak pointed to 
the spot after Rurik Gis-
lason brought Maximil-
iano Meza down in the 63rd 
minute.

Messi stepped up for 
the kick but Hannes Hall-
dorsson guessed correct-
ly and palmed away the 
Argentine skipper's side-
footed effort. His free-kick 
in the final moments of the 
game was deflected off the 
Iceland wall and the Barce-
lona talisman trudged off 
the pitch dejected.

Argentina must regroup 

before facing Croatia on Ni-
zhny Novgorod on June 21, 

while Iceland face Nigeria 
in Volgograd on June 22.

In the fifth minute, Pe-
ru's Luis Advincula shot 
wide after meeting a pass 
from teammate Renato 
Tapia. Just three minutes 
later, Yoshimar Yotun took 
a shot but the ball was con-
fiscated by veteran goal-

keeper Kasper Schmeichel 
of Denmark. A minute later, 
another attempt from the 
Peruvian side was again 
stopped by Schmeichel.

The best chance for 
Peru perhaps came at the 
last minute of the first half, 

as Christian Cueva was 
awarded a penalty kick af-
ter Video assistant referee 
(VAR) technology showed 
that he was fouled by Den-
mark's Yussuf Yurary. But 
his right-foot shot went over 
the bar.

The Danish, meanwhile, 
didn't have a good chance 
either in the first half. In the 
32nd minute, William Kvist 
was forced off by injury. sev-
en minutes later, Denmark 
got a free kick opportunity 
after Renato Tapia was given 
a yellow card.

Star striker Christian 
Eriksen kicked the ball wide 
and Lasse Schone followed 
with a shot but was saved by 
the Peru goalkeeper Pedro 
Gallese.

The Europeans struck 
the only goal of the game 
off a counter when Poulsen 
latched on to a long ball and 
swooped into the penalty 
box before firing past Peru 

goalkeeper Pedro Gallese.
D e s p e r a t e  f o r  t h e 

equaliser, the Peruvians 
went into attack mode and 
put sustained pressure on 
the Denmark goal. 

But they were unable 
to breach Denmark's well 
organised defence despite 
coming close on several 
occassions, most notable a 
backheel by Paolo Guerrero 
off a pass from Cueva that 
went narrowly wide despite 
beating Denmark custodian 
Kasper Schmeichel.

Schmeichel pulled off 
another crucial save a short 
while later when he struck a 
leg to keep out a shot from 
veteran Peru striker Jeffer-
son Farfán.

Eriksen almost got a sec-
ond goal for Denmark to-
wards the end, but he fired 
his attempt into Gallese's 
right shoulder although the 
Peruvian goalkeeper was 
diving the wrong way.


