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Neiphiu Rio and his cabinet colleagues with Rajnath Singh in New Delhi. Lok Sabha member Tokheho 
Yepthomi is also seen in the picture.  

Members of the Nagaland Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan Teachers’ Association (NSSATA) outside the Secretariat, Kohima on Tuesday before their agitation was called off. 
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Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, June 12:  In 
a major breakthrough 
into the triple murder 
incident that took place 
on June 4, the Dimapur 
police on Tuesday appre-
hended the two accused 
persons from separate 
places with the help of 
Karbi Anglong Super-
intendent of Police and 
Manja police station Of-
ficer-in charge. 

According to the Ad-
ditional Deputy Com-
missioner of (Dimapur) 
Police (Crime) Yanrent-
hung Lotha, the duo has 
confessed to the crime 
committed. The two ac-
cused have been identi-
fied as Waisong Engti 
also known as Bimol 
Sing (18 years) son of 
late Lee Engti from Biren 
Teron village in Diphu 
Karbi Anglong and Aron 

Rongphi (19 years) son 
of Mensing Rongpi from 
Shigari Timong village in 
Diphu, Karbi Anglong. 

He informed that the 
Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) constituted 
by the Commissioner 
of Police Dimapur, led 
by Lotha left for a place 
called 10th Mile with 
the help of Manja police 
and proceeded to Shigari 
Timong village where the 
first accused Aron Rong-
pi was arrested at around 
1.20 pm on June 12 and 
brought to Manja Police 
station. The second ac-
cused was apprehended 
from Biren Teron village. 
Both the accused were 
brought to Dimapur East 
Police station at around 
7.30 pm on Tuesday.

The motive behind 
the gruesome murder 
is yet to be disclosed by 

the two accused, said 
the ADCP (Crime).  Lotha 
said it was a difficult task 
for the Dimapur Police 
to start the investigation 
as the employers had 
no particulars or details 
about the two accused 
persons; and they did 
not own mobile phones 
to help the police track.

Taking into consid-
eration the seriousness 
of the case, the SIT de-
pended on 'random in-
formation and identi-
fication' through their 
friends and could locate 
their whereabouts, said 
Lotha.

Citing ‘brief interro-
gation’ of the two ac-
cused persons, the police 
said the duo escaped 
through the window 
of the hotel after com-
mitting the murder and 
boarded a train at 5 am 

on June 4; and reached 
Diphu at  7  am from 
where both parted ways 
towards their respective 
home.   

The Dimapur police 
have also extended their 
gratitude towards the 
Karbi Anglong SP and 
Manja Police station OC 
for their ‘relentless help 
provided’ towards nab-
bing the two accused 
persons within nine days 
of committing the crime.  

It  may be recalled 
that on June 4, three boys 
in their teens identified 
as Tateutui Newme from 
Nchan village in Peren, 
Tia Sangtam from Teth-
uze village in Kiphire; 
and Hori Teron from Gai-
tor village, Assam who 
were employed at a hotel 
were found murdered in-
side a room at KS Wotsa-
mi Complex in Dimapur. 

Dimapur, June 12 (EMN): 
Chief Minister Neiphiu 
Rio met Union Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh in 
New Delhi and discussed 
“issues pertaining to sec-
ond helicopter services in 
Nagaland, release of dis-
aster management fund, 
modernization of admin-
istration on the line of 
police modernization in 
the state, early settlement 

of Naga political issue.”
This was contained in 

a press release from the 
public relations officer 
of Nagaland House New 
Delhi on Tuesday. “...he 
also emphasise (sic) the 
need for extra attention 
to develop ENPO region,” 
it stated.

The chief minister 
was accompanied by 
Deputy Chief Minister, 

Y Patton; Minister for 
Health & Family Welfare, 
S Pangnyu Phom; Advi-
sor to Industries & Com-
merce, Imnatiba; Advi-
sor, Skill Development, 
Labour and Employment 
and CAWD, Kazheto Ki-
nimi; Advisor to Law and 
Justice, Border Affairs and 
Treasuries & Accounts, 
Dr. Longriniken; BJP 
State President Visasolie 

Dimapur, June 12 (EMN): The 
Nagaland State Disaster Man-
agement Authority (NSDMA) 
has predicted ‘heavy to very 
heavy rains’ in the coming 
days in Nagaland.  

“As per the NSDMA dis-
trict wise weather waning 
bulletin, heavy to very heavy 
rain is likely to hit five districts 
in Nagaland namely, Kohima, 
Phek, Tuensang, Zunheboto 
and Kiphire on the 13th of 
June 2018. Furthermore, dis-
tricts like Peren, Kohima, 
Wokha and Mon is also likely 
to experience heavy rain on 
the 14th June 2018. The over-
all weather condition across 
the districts is likely to remain 

dry except Wokha district 
on the 15th of June 2018,” 
informed an update from the 
agency. 

It instructed all ‘DDMAs 
and emergency response 
agencies to remain alert for 
any untoward incidents’. 
“The public are requested to 
avoid going into or overnight 
stay in the risky zones such 
as near river banks, sloppy 
and landslide prone areas. 
In case of any caused by 
the erratic monsoon rain, 
dial @1070/ 0370-2291122, 
State Emergency Operation 
Centre, NSDMA, Home De-
partment for response,” it 
informed.

Dimapur, June 12 (EMN): Cit-
ing ‘aspiration of the people’, 
the Bhandari District Demand 
Committee (BDDC) has ‘reaf-
firmed’ its claim for a separate 
district for Bhandari subdivi-
sion in Wokha. 

A press release from the 
committee on Tuesday in-
formed that it ‘reaffirmed its 
commitment to go ahead on 
the aspiration of the people’s 
vision of having a district for an 
inclusive development and for 
the greater welfare of region’ 
during an emergency meeting 
on June 10.

Bhandari, it stated, was an 
Inspection Bungalow post in 
British India; later recognized 
as an administrative centre in 
1957 after which it was named 
Bhandari sub-division. 

“Bhandari sub-division has 
the distinction of being the old-
est among the existing sub-di-
visions in Nagaland. It consists 
of more than 80 recognized 
and unrecognized villages with 
a population of about 50,000 
approx. (33,845 according to 
2011 census) covers an area of 
approx.778.74 sq.kms. It lies at 
the distance of 70 kms away 
from Wokha district headquar-
ters,” it informed.

The subdivision also shares 
a stretch of 115 km of boundary 
with neighbouring Assam, the 
committee informed.  “The 
government of Nagaland has 
also declared Bhandari subdi-
vision as an ‘economically and 
developmentally backward 
areas’ in 1983 which holds till 
today.”  

Lhoungu; General Secre-
tary NPP, Sasank Ghatraj; 
and the newly elected 
Member of Parliament 
(MP) Lok Sabha, Tokheho 
Yepthomi.

According to the state-
ment, Pangnyu Phom also 
supported Rio’s appeal 
special attention to ENPO 
areas citing Prime Minis-
ter Modi’s statement dur-
ing his visit to the state. 
Patton “mentioned that 
the law and order situa-
tion and state government 
functionaries are doing 
well. He also appealed for 
more financial assistance 
from the centre.”

The union minister, it 
stated, ‘assured the maxi-
mum cooperation to the 
state by the centre for all 
round development.’ The 
chief minister and his cab-
inet colleagues also intro-
duced the newly elected 
Lok Sabha member to 
the union minister, it in-
formed.

The first review meeting 
scheduled on July 12 will be 
attended by members of NSF, 
ENSF and NSSATA central ex-
ecutive members and district 
representatives. The review 
meetings, the agreement 
read, will be continuous till 
the matter is permanently 
resolved.

The department will also 
rectify ‘the nature of appoint-
ment of SSA teachers of 2010 
and 2013 batch basing on ap-
pointment order, RTI report, 
advertisement and other 
relevant documents’.

The document signed 
by Principal Secretary Men-
ukhol John; NSSATA presi-
dent, Penthungo Yanthan; 

NSF president,  Kesosul 
Christopher Ltu; and ENSF 
vice president, Manpang 
Wangyen agreed that the 
department shall present the 
issues to the Cabinet before 
the 1st review meeting and 
that the PGT conversion or-
der will not be issued until 
the nature of appointment 
of SSA teachers of 2010 and 
2013 batch is rectified.

The School Education de-
partment will find a mecha-
nism for timely release of sal-
aries while efforts should be 
made to bring out a seniority 
list and the review meetings 
shall be inclusive of repre-
sentatives from NSF, ENSF 
and NSSATA members.

“In view of the above 
stated agreement and con-
ditions, the agitation will 
remain suspended till further 
notice,” stated the agree-
ment.

Meanwhile the NSF presi-
dent, Kesosul Christopher 
Ltu has appealed to the 
teachers to render their best 
survives and make an extra 
effort for their students as 
many school working days 
have been wasted and the 
students need to catch up 
with their syllabus.

He also reassured that 
ENSF and NSF will take up 
the issue if any discrepancies 
arise after the first review 
meeting and till such time 

the teachers were requested 
to resume their work for the 
welfare of the students and 
fulfil their obligations to the 
students.

The SSA teachers have 
earlier called for an indefinite 
sit-in protest on June 7 at the 
directorate of School Educa-
tion, which was later shifted 
to the Secretariat. The teach-
ers have been demanding 
that 7th ROP be granted to 
the teachers in line with the 
regular state employees; that 
the salaries of the SSA teach-
ers (2010 and 2013) be paid 
from the state’s non-plan 
budget and also to release 
the pending salaries with 7th 
ROP entitlements.

Agartala, June 12 (IANS): The 
burning issue of the National 
Register of Citizens (NRC) in 
Assam is gradually spreading 
in Tripura as well, with tribal-
based parties agitating to for 
an NRC updation exercise in 
the state with 1951 as the cut-
off year.

Tripura's three tribal-
based parties -- Indigenous 
Nationalist Party of Tripura 
(INPT), Indigenous People's 
Front of Tripura (IPFT) and 
National Conference of Tripu-
ra (NCT) -- have started hold-
ing rallies and demonstra-
tions to press their demand 
that the NRC be updated. 

"We would again organise 
a five-hour sit-in demonstra-
tion on June 28 in Agartala 
to press for our demands. A 
similar demonstration would 
be held in New Delhi in Sep-
tember," INPT President Bi-
joy Kumar Hrangkhawl told 
IANS.

He said: "If the other par-
ties want to hold the agitation 
jointly, we are ready to do 
so. Earlier, in support of our 
demands, we have organised 
agitations, including a shut-
down along with IPFT and 
NCT."

The INPT, IPFT and NCT 
have also been demanding 
withdrawal of the Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Bill 2016, 
which is currently under re-
view by a Joint Parliamentary 
Committee (JPC).

These parties are also de-
manding introduction of an 
innerline permit to protect 
indigenous tribals, giving 
more power to the Tripura 
Tribal Areas Autonomous 
District Council (TTAADC), 
restoration of alienated tribal 
lands and inclusion of tribals' 
Kokborok language in the 8th 
Schedule of the Constitution.

IPFT Vice President Anan-
ta Debbarma said last month-

end that they had organised 
big rallies in tribal areas, in-
cluding at the TTAADC head-
quarters in Khumulwng, in 
support of the NRC and some 
other demands.

"We would soon hold a 
meeting of our party and 
decide our next course of 
action on NRC, Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill 2016 and 
other demands," Debbarma 
told IANS.

The IPFT is the junior ally 
in the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP)-led alliance government 
in Tripura, while the INPT is 
one of the oldest tribal parties 
in the state. It was formed in 
2002 by merging three Tripura 
parties, including the Tripura 
Upajati Juba Samity (TUJS) 
and Tripura National Volun-
teers (TNV).

The TUJS was formed in 
1967, while the erstwhile mili-
tant outfit TNV became a po-
litical party in 1988 following 

a tripartite agreement with 
the central and state govern-
ments.

The INPT, IPFT and the 
NCT in February last year 
formed the All Tripura Indig-
enous Regional Parties Forum 
(ATIRPF) and spearheaded 
various agitations across the 
state in support of their de-
mands.

The Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Bill 2016, introduced 
in the Lok Sabha in 2016, 
seeks to enable Hindus, Sikhs, 
Buddhists, Jains, Parsis and 
Christians, who have fled to 
India from Pakistan, Afghani-
stan and Bangladesh without 
valid travel documents or 
those whose valid documents 
expired in recent years, to 
acquire Indian citizenship 
through the process of natu-
ralisation.

The Communist Party of 
India-Marxist (CPI-M)-led 
Left Front, the Congress and 

the Trinamool Congress are 
also opposed to the Centre's 
citizenship Bill.

"The CPI-M is also op-
posed to the Bill and supports 
the Indira-Mujib pact which 
determined March 24, 1971, 
as the cut-off date to detect 
illegal infiltration into India 
from Bangladesh," CPI-M's 
Chief Whip in the Lok Sabha 
and senior tribal leader Jiten-
dra Chaudhury told IANS.

"We have not yet dis-
cussed about the NRC in 
Tripura. However, people, 
particularly the minorities, 
are being harassed in Assam 
while conducting hearings on 
NRC," said Chaudhury, who 
is also National Coordinator 
of the CPI-M-backed Adivasi 
Adhikar Rashtriya Manch and 
President of the Tripura Rajya 
Upajati Ganamukti Parishad 
-- a frontal body of the CPI-M.

The second draft of the 
Supreme Court-monitored 

NRC in neighbouring Assam 
would be published on June 
30, while the first NRC draft 
was made available to the 
people on December 31, af-
ter inclusion of names of 1.9 
crore people of the total 3.29 
crore applicants in the BJP-
ruled state.

The NRC Assam, the reg-
ister containing names of 
Indian citizens in the state, 
was prepared in 1951 as a 
non-statutory process by re-
cording particulars of all the 
persons enumerated during 
the 1951 census.

The Assam agi tat ion 
(1979-85) against the illegal 
foreigners led to the signing of 
Assam Accord on August 15, 
1985, between the Centre, the 
state government, the All As-
sam Students' Union (AASU) 
and the All  Assam Gana 
Sangram Parishad (AAGSP), 
which stipulated March 24, 
1971, as the cut-off date for 

identification and deporta-
tion of illegal migrants from 
East Pakistan (Bangladesh).

Accordingly, the Citizen-
ship Act, 1955, was amended 
by inserting Section 6A as a 
special provision for Assam.

In a tripartite meeting be-
tween the Centre, the state 
gover nment  and AASU, 
chaired by former Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh in 
May 2005, it was agreed to 
update the NRC of 1951. The 
modalities were approved by 
the government of India in 
consultation with the govern-
ment of Assam.

After the Supreme Court's 
directive, the exercise of NRC 
updation in Assam com-
menced in December 2013, 
to be completed over a pe-
riod of three years. The apex 
court is closely supervising 
the progress of NRC update 
and has given various direc-
tions from time to time.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, June 12 (EMN): 
After five days of sit-in pro-
test and a hunger strike, the 
Nagaland Sarva Shiksha Ab-
hiyan Teachers’ Association 
(NSSATA) of 2010 and 2013 
batch has suspended their 
latest agitation (third phase 
of agitation) on Tuesday 
evening. 

The protest was suspend-
ed for thirty days till the first 
review meeting scheduled to 
be held on July 12 at 2.30 pm. 
The sit-in protest and hunger 
strike by some members was 
suspended after the interven-
tion of the Naga Students’ 
Federation (NSF) and Eastern 
Naga Students’ Federation 
(ENSF), who as mediators 
negotiated with government 
officials.

After more than two hours 
of meeting today, the ne-
gotiating team along with 
the association officials have 
come out with some propos-
als which were read out to 
the agitating teachers for ap-
proval. Subsequently, the pro-
posals were accepted by the 
agitating teachers and signed 
by the parties concerned.

The agreement was made 
between the NSSATA and the 
school education department 
in presence of the representa-
tives from NSF and ENSF. 

In the agreement, the 
state government has agreed 
to pay the 7th ROP for the SSA 
teachers of 2010 and 2013 in 
line with the state NPS cadre, 
while the progress of the 
work will be reviewed on July 
12 at 2.30 pm at the Principal 
Secretary’s chamber; and that 
the members of NSSATA will 
assist the department in the 
documentation.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
NSCW condemns Mokokchung rape 
Nagaland State Commission for Women (NSCW) has 
expressed anguish over increasing frequency of crimes 
against women and children in the state. The com-
mission has strongly condemned the latest incident of  
sexual assault on a minor which allegedly happened in 
Mokokchung on June 10. The commission, in a press 
release issued by its chairperson Dr. Temsula Ao, has 
urged the law-enforcing authorities to expedite the case 
and mete out the maximum punishment under the law 
to the perpetrator of the heinous crime. It also demanded 
that the minor victim of  such crime should not only 
be adequately compensated but also be provided with 
proper medical and mental rehabilitation.

Angami students convene meeting
Angami Students’ Union (ASI) has convened an emer-
gency consultative meeting on June 14 at 2 pm in its 
office. The union has requested all its members including 
senior members to positively attend the meeting.

Chumoukedima head GB extols EAC
Head GB of Chumoukedima town, Kelenguzo Kuotsu 
has appreciated EAC cum administrator of  Chu-
muokedima town council (CTC), Thejavizo Nakhro 
for his tireless contribution towards the betterment of  
Chumoukedima town. He stated that the town has seen 
unprecedented development since Thejavizo Nakhro 
took over the charge in 2007. He also added that con-
struction of drainage system in and around 11 wards is 
a testimony of concern for the betterment of the town. 
He also thanked Nakhro for providing new vehicle for 
collection and dumping of trash to ensure better quality 
of life.

A team from wildlife division, Dimapur, surveying the pristine Lizutomi village community reserve forest 
in Zunheboto district.

Doctor from Sky Hospital & Research Centre, Imphal, administering a medical check-up during the free 
heart screening programme held at Naga Hospital Authority Kohima.

Block medical officers and BPMs during the orientation programme on June 12 in the office of the CMO 
Zunheboto.

Deputy commissioner and vice chairman of Kiphire DPDB, Mohammad Ali Shihab, speaking at the monthly meeting on June 12. Also seen in the picture are meritorious students 
along with R Khing during the monthly meeting of the Tseminyu SDPDB on June 11.

D i m a p u r ,  J u n e  1 2 
(EMN): Wildlife division, 
Dimapur, has conducted 
survey and seminar/
awareness programmes 
in the recently declared 
community reser ved 
forests in Zunheboto 
district.

A department press 
release stated that survey 
and seminar/awareness 
p r o g r a m m e s  w e r e 
conducted separately at 
Chishilimi, Lizutomi and 
Tsuruhu villages during 
the first week of June 2018 
with the participation 
of GBs, village councils, 
community reser ved 
f o re s t s  c o m m i t t e e s , 
teachers and students 
of the village primary 
schools and invitees from 
neighbouring villages. 

Speaking on behalf of 
wildlife warden, Dimapur, 
Hukai H Zhimo, Forester 
–  I  of  wildli fe  cr ime 
control unit, spoke on the 
meaning and significance 
of community reserve 
forest. He explained that 
community reserve forests 
are forestland owned 
and managed by the 
community/village and 
that there is no transfer 
of  forest land to  the 
government. He said the 
people, communities and 
villages are the sole and 
exclusive owners of the 
forestlands.

He infor med that 
the depar tment  and 
the government give 
recognition to community 
reser ved forests  and 
p r o v i d e  f i n a n c i a l 
assistance to manage 
their forests and carryout 

various wildlife habitat 
enrichment activities such 
as construction/ creation 
of waterholes, saltlicks, 
planting of fruit tree species 
etc for wild animals and 
birds.

H e  a d d e d  t h a t 
alternative livelihood 
m e a s u r e s  s u c h  a s 
distribution of piglets 
and poultry were carried 
out to reduce people’s 
dependence on forests and 
wildlife. 

Beside, watchtowers/ 
lookout towers are also 
constructed to check 
poaching, illegal logging, 
f i r e  e t c  i n s i d e  t h e 
community reser ved 
forests, he added.

He lamented how the 
natural habitats of wild 

animals and plants are 
being destroyed for land 
development, farming 
and human greed adding 
our planet have lost many 
species of wildlife. 

Stating that everyone 
s h o u l d  o w n  e q u a l 
responsibility to conserve 
wildlife and nature, he 
has appealed to all the 
participants to make 
sincere and concerted 
efforts towards securing the 
future of wildlife, keeping 
in mind the significant 
role the wildlife plays in 
maintaining ecological 
equilibrium. 

A short speech was 
delivered by Dr. Inato 
Zhimo,  chair man of 
Tsuruhu village community 
reserve wherein he shared 

the success story of how 
Israel gained worldwide 
reputation for its ability 
to reverse the process 
of desertification and 
cultivate forests which was 
previously a barren desert. 

He thanked the forest 
depar tment  and the 
government for recognition 
of Tsuruhu community 
reserve forest and assured 
to work sincerely and 
selflessly towards making 
their village community 
reserve forest a model 
reserve forest.

K a k i y e  Z h i m o , 
member of Tsuruhu village 
c o m m u n i t y  re s e r v e, 
explained as to how each 
organism on earth has a 
unique place in food chain 
that helps to contribute to 

the ecosystem in its own 
special way. He appealed 
to all the participants to 
protect and preserve all 
life forms found in wild for 
maintaining the ecological 
balance.

A short speech on 
wildlife protection was 
delivered by Longshak 
Konyak, Forester-I of 
wildlife crime control unit, 
Dimapur. 

He said that the term 
‘wildlife’ not only refers 
to  wi ld  animals  but 
includes all birds, insects, 
plants, fungi and even 
microscopic organisms. 
He explained some of the 
important Sections of 
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 
1972 and said that wildlife 
crime is as serious as 
any other crimes adding 
that violation of the act 
would invite penalties/ 
punishments.

T h e  G B s ,  v i l l a g e 
c o u n c i l  c h a i r m e n , 
chairmen and members 
of the respective village 
community reser ved 
forests have assured full 
support and cooperation 
to the department and 
c o m m i t t e d  t ow a r d s 
preserving and protecting 
wildlife and forests within 
their jurisdiction.

T h e  p r o g r a m m e 
concluded with skil l 
upgradation training to 
selected participants from 
community reser ved 
f o re s t s  c o m m i t t e e s , 
who were trained on 
basic of GPS (taking geo 
coordinates, elevations, 
waypoints etc) by field 
staff from wildlife division, 
Dimapur.

Kohima, June 12 (EMN): A free heart-
screening camp organised by the National 
Health Mission Nagaland (NHM) in 
collaboration with Sky Hospital & Research 
Centre, Imphal  was held on Monday at 
Naga Hospital Authority, Kohima (NHAK) 
where patients from different districts 
availed free heart screening.

T Rajiv Singh, IT Manager, Sky Hospital 
& Research Centre Pvt. Ltd, Imphal said 
Sky Hospital has been empanelled with 
Nagaland government as well as with 
the Rashtriya Bal Swasthya Karyakram 
(RBSK). With this, he said Sky Hospitals 
will be conducting free heart check-up 
for children below the age of 18 years. 
Children with congenital heart disease will 
also be treated at Sky Hospital, Imphal, he 
added.

Dr. Khriesi, Nodal Officer state RBSK, 

said RBSK was a child health screening and 
early intervention services programme 
to provide comprehensive care to all 
children between the age of 0-18 years in 
the community. 

The objective was to improve quality 
of children’s life through early detection 
of birth defects, diseases, deficiencies, 
developmental delays and disabilities, he 
said.

He also informed that all children 
between the age group of 0-18 years who 
were diagnosed would receive follow-up 
referral support and treatment including 
surgical intervention free of cost as per 
RBSK modal costing.

 Also, he added that congenital heart 
disease has a prevalence rate of 0/1000 live 
births and Nagaland was expected to have 
about 250 such cases.

Kohima, June 12 (EMN): 
A one-day orientation on 
national quality assurance 
programme (NQAS) under 
quality assurance was held 
on June 12 in the office of 
the chief medical officer, 
Zunheboto.

Dr. Thungchanbeni 
Patton, DPM (QA), gave 

an overview of NQAS 
and highlighted about 
the infection control 
and bio-medical waste 
management. 

Dr. Alemsenla, MO 
(AYUSH) DH, Zunheboto, 
has highlighted about the 
assessment protocols and 
scoring system log NQAS 

and area of concern.
During the second session, 
Dr.  T h u n g c h a n b e n i , 
briefed about gap analysis 
and planning and also 
gave a brief note about 
kayakalp.

T h e  m e e t i n g  w a s 
attended by block medical 
officers and BPMs.

Dimapur, June 12 (EMN): Dimapur unit of the All 
Nagaland Adhoc Teachers Group (ANATG) 2015 batch 
has reaffirmed to continue exercising their right in the 
form of agitation till the government fulfils its demand. 

The unit general secretary, Kughalu Swu, stated that 
they have been patiently rendering their service for 
the past 7- 9 years with meagre salary of INR 6700 for 
primary teachers and INR 8400 for graduate teachers 
without any other benefits. It added that they waited 
enough despite of fulfilling all conditions, criteria, 
and other formalities. The unit has appealed to the 
government not to make further excuses but look 
into their grievances on priority. 

Dimapur, June 12 (EMN): Kohima police manning 
Peducha check gate recovered and seized 195 kgs of 
contraband Ganja neatly packed in 26 polythene bags 
from a Maruti Esteem bearing Registration No. WB 02W 
1117 during the wee hours of 8th June 2018.

According to additional SP & PRO, Kohima, the 
vehicle fled away when signalled to stop for checking. 
The duty personnel gave chase and after a hot pursuit, 
the vehicle was found abandoned near Piphema village 
and the occupants escaped under the cover of darkness. 
Case in this connection has been registered under NDPS 
Act for investigation.

Dimapur, June 12 (EMN): 
O r g a n i s a t i o n s  a n d 
individuals have mourned 
the untimely demise of 
Xavier Rutsa, president 
of Kohima Press Club 
(KPC) and correspondent 
of Times of India, who 
passed away on June 11 
in Kohima.
Abu Metha: Advisor to 
chief minister, Abu Metha, 
while  mourning the 
demise of Xavier Rutsa, 
has described him as a 
leading media personality 
of the region who had 
worked for some of the 
most prestigious media 
houses in the country. 
“My fr iendship  and 
association with him 
dates back to more than a 
decade and a half and ever 
since, I have found him 
to be a true ambassador 
of the fourth estate,” the 
advisor stated adding that 
he was a role model for all 
journalists. 

Metha also lamented 
that the demise of Rutsa 
was a loss for the society 
w h o  s t r e n g t h e n e d 
democracy and uphold 
the role of the fourth 
e s t a t e .  M e t h a  h a s 
conveyed condolences 
to the members of the 
bereaved family and 

also to all the colleagues 
and friends in the media 
fraternity.
N C S U :  N a g a l a n d 
Contractors’ & Suppliers’ 
Union (NCSU) stated 
that Xavier Rutsa was 
popularly known as a 
friend by young and old 
and was associated with 
NCSU since last many 
years. It lamented that 
the union has lost a great 
leader. NCSU has joined 
Rutsa’s family members 
in their hour of grief and 
prayed for the departed 
soul to rest in peace.
CCK: The Classic Club, 
Kohima, has described 
Rutsa as a mild, soft 
spoken, and committed 
journalist, who was a 
true gentleman and a 
lover of sports. Stating 
that he was a pillar of 
encouragement for many 
especially for the club 
and sportspersons, the 
club president, K Neibou 
Sekhose has saluted him 
for all that he had done 
for the club and for the 
people of Nagaland. 
N P P :  T h e  Na t i o n a l 
People’s Party, Nagaland 
unit, stated that Xavier 
Rutsa, a senior journalist 
among the Nagas whose 
zeal for serving the public 

through his writings 
would remain a testimony 
to those who know him. 

“ T h e  N P P  r a n k 
and files who had the 
opportunity to meet 
know him know Rutsa 
as a humble, calm but 
an astute and intelligent 
person. His passing away 
was a great loss to the 
Naga society,” the press 
note stated.

The NPP has shared 
their sympathy with the 
bereaved family in their 
hour of loss and grief.
N W A :  N a g a l a n d 
Wrestling Association 
(NWA) general secretary, 
Vekhozo, stated that 
Xavier’s contributions 
towards NWA in particular 
and wrestling fraternity 
in general  has been 
immeasurable.

 It has described him as 
a thorough gentleman and 
an extremely professional 
journalist who performed 
his duties with all sincerity.  
It added that Xavier Rutsa 
was one among the media 
committee members 
d u r i n g  N W A  2 5 t h 
tournament anniversary 
celebration in 2016.  It 
has further conveyed 
c o n d o l e n c e  t o  t h e 
bereaved family members. 

Kohima, June 12 (EMN): 
Public health engineering 
department (PHED) has 
announced to carry out 
checking of water bills from 
Metre house-44, located 
next to the section office 
of the junior engineer 
PHED at PWD above DC’s 
workshop from June 18-22.

Informing this through 
a release, Er. Vikeduolie, 
executive engineer PHED, 
Kohima urban division, 
has asked the consumers 
to produce receipt of water 
bills as proof to continue 
using the water supply. It 
warned that consumers 
would be penalised as per 
code of PHED consumer 
r u l e s  o r  i m m e d i a t e 
disconnection for failing to 
produce receipt.

He further informed 
that checking of water bills 
would be carried out from 
June 25 onwards to curb 
illegal connections and 
improve distribution lines.

The department further 
informed that water supply 
might be disrupted during 
the period.

Dimapur, June 12 (EMN): The 
monthly meeting of Kiphire district 
planning and development board 
(DPDB) was held on June 12 in 
the deputy commissioner’s (DC) 
conference hall in Kiphire town.

According to a DIPR report, 
the board reviewed the previous 
meeting minutes regarding 
creation of new extra assistant 
commissioner (EAC) headquarter 
in Tepe area and the proposal 
submitted by Langzanger village 
for setting up a sub-centre at 
Langzanger village.The deputy 
commissioner, Mohammad Ali 
Shihab, has requested the officers 
to implement programmes 
successfully in the district. He 
informed the district officers to 
be prepared for their presentation 
as and when they were given 
opportunity.

DC also introduced a new 
member, Birjeet Singh, lead bank 

manager of Kiphire.In a related 
programme, Mangkolemba has 
held its monthly sub-divisional 
planning and development board 
(SDPDB) meeting on June 8 at 
Dobashi hall in Mangkolemba 
under the chairmanship of 
Longrineken, advisor of law and 
justice, border affairs, treasuries 
and account.

Addressing the meeting, the 
chairman has sought support and 
suggestions from the members in 
order to bring about change in the 
sub-division during his tenure.

The board has decided to 
forward to the government for 
approval regarding repair and 
renovation of sub-divisional 
education officer’s office building 
and shortage of staff at primary 
health centre in Longchem. 
The house also discussed on 
construction of Nagaland state 
transport garage near old cemetery 

site, extension of town road in 
Mangkolemba, and upgrading 
of JE (power) post to SDO post in 
Mangkolemba headquarter, the 
report added.

Ts e m i n y u  S D P D B  a l s o 
conducted its monthly meeting on 
June 11 at DB’s customary court at 
ADC office in Tseminyu under the 
chairmanship R Khing, advisor of 
veterinary and animal husbandry.

DIPR report stated that the 
house had discussed on creation 
of EAC headquarter in Kandi area, 
creation of post for sub-divisional 
officer (SDO) under irrigation and 
flood control, creation of post for 
SDO under power department, 
creation of the post of sub-registrar 
under cooperative society, and 
creation of sub-station of fire and 
emergency services.  The board 
decided to recommend all the five 
cases to government for approval.

SDPDB also conducted 

a  f e l i c i t a t i o n  p r o g ra m m e 
for meritorious students from 
Rengma community. 

Rasule Kemp, sociology 
subject topper in HSSLC from 
GHSS Tseminyu and recipient of 
governor’s award, and Bwenyu 
Kemp, gold medalist in B.Com 
(Honours) in accountancy and 
finance from Tetso College, were 
honoured during the programme. 

Merit certificates were also 
given to various schools in 
Tseminyu sub-division with 
100% pass percentage in HSLC 
examination for the year 2018. R 
Khing has appreciated the merit 
students and encouraged them 
to become good leader for the 
upcoming generation. Theodore 
Yanthan, ADC and vice chairman 
SDPDB, also congratulated the 
schools in Tseminyu with 100% 
pass percentage as well as to the 
meritorious students.
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Sushil Kumar and Subonenba Longkumer releasing a book on child labour on the occasion of the World Day Against Child Labour in Dimapur. 
(Right) Dr. Imlirenla Walling speaking at the similar programme in Mokokchung.

Mhonlumo Kikon, Dr. Chhumben Murry with district administraion officials and faculty members at Mt. 
Tiyi Government College in Wokha on June 11.

Members of YouthNet and administration of Mount Mary College during the signing of the MoU.

Dimapur, June 12 (EMN): 
The Community Educa-
t ional  Centre  Society 
(CECS) Dimapur observed 
the World Day Against Child 
Labour on June 12 at the 
CEC School campus in Di-
mapur, with this year theme 
“Generation Safe a Healthy.” 

The chief guest for the 
event, Deputy Commis-
sioner Dimapur Sushil Ku-
mar, acknowledged and ap-
preciated the CECS for their 
continuous role and contri-
bution in raising activism 
and awareness to eradicate 
child labour in the society. 
Update received from the 
organizers on Tuesday in-
formed. 

Dimapur being a district 
with number of migrants, 
he said ‘children are the 
most affected during migra-
tion’ as poor families mi-

grate to urban areas such as 
Dimapur in search of earn-
ing prospect. He lamented 
that the impediment of 
child labour was not only 
confined to Nagaland and 
India alone but the world in 
general and it has become a 
need of the hour to address 
this burning issue. 

He urged the gathering 
to make use of the police 
helpdesk and child helpline 
numbers. He also asked the 
NCLP project director and 
other agencies to share the 
cases of children in vul-
nerable situations with the 
appropriate authority. He 
reiterated that such report-
ing was not to be used for 
arresting or taking actions 
but rather to take further 
steps to counsel the victims 
and family members and 
to create awareness. He 

assured the support of the 
district administration in 
every possible manner.

Book on child labour case 
in Dimapur released 
On the occasion, DC also 
released a book called “Ex-
ploring Vulnerable Chil-
dren: A case of child labour 
in Dimapur,” written by 
Director CECS Subonenba 
Longkumer. He congratu-
lated the author on the suc-
cessful release of the book.

According to a press 
release from the CECS, the 
book highlights some im-
portant aspects on the issue 
of child labour with special 
focus on the marginalized 
children in Dimapur and 
Nagaland in general. The 
study details out legislative 
measures and constitution-
al provisions. The book also 

provides systematic docu-
mentation of marginalized 
children’s’ magnitude in the 
area of study.

The author is also the 
nodal director of Childline 
1098, Nagaland and is also 
the governing board mem-
ber of Childline India Foun-
dation. The author said it 
was a long cherished dream 
to write a book based on his 
lifelong work with margin-
alized children.

Lhangti Konyak high-
lighted the role played 
by the NCLP in address-
ing child Labour and also 
the rehabilitation aspects 
carried out through the 
project. 

The District Child Pro-
tection Unit (DCPU) of 
Mokokchung observed the 
World Day Against Child 
Labour under the theme 

Dimapur, June 11 (EMN): 
The advisor for Information 
Technology, Science & Tech-
nology, New & Renewable 
Energy, Mmhonlumo Kikon 
and MLA Dr. Chumben 
Murry paid a visit to Mt. 
Tiyi Government College 
and Dr. Motsuo Memorial 
District Hospital on June 11. 

The legislators inspect-
ed the college and had an 
interaction with the col-
lege authority and faculty 
members who are part of 
the NAAC peer team. The 
college authority updated.

During an interaction, 
principal of the college, Dr. 
Abeni Lotha said that for 
academic excellence the 

college has been pursuing 
its best to affiliate the Na-
tional Assessment and Ac-
creditation Council (NAAC) 
so that the college can have 
privilege to tie-up with 
universities in other parts 
of India and abroad. She, 
however, lamented that the 
college is facing some diffi-
culties due to lack of proper 
infrastructure, basic ameni-
ties and skill development 
of the students to achieved 
the target. 

In order to let the college 
achieve their goal, Kikon as-
sured that he will to provide 
computers to the college at 
the earliest.

Murry, while congratu-

lating the college author-
ity for producing excellent 
academic result, assured to 
extent all possible help in 
the days to come. 

Also, the project director 
of the DRDA, Thungdeno 
Mozhui assured to donate 
some books to the college 
library.

The legislators were ac-
companied by the deputy 
commissioner of Wokha 
, Dr. Manazir Jeelani Sa-
moon;  DPO Mhonsao 
Ezung and Lotha hoho 
chairman, Mhao Lotha.

The team also inspected 
Dr. Motsuo Memorial Dis-
trict Hospital interacted 
with the officers and staff. 

Dimapur, June 11 (EMN): 
The advisor for Information 
Technology, Science & Tech-
nology, New & Renewable 
Energy, Mmhonlumo Kikon 
and MLA Dr. Chumben 
Murry paid a visit to Mt. 
Tiyi Government College 
and Dr. Motsuo Memorial 
District Hospital on June 11. 

The legislators inspect-
ed the college and had an 
interaction with the col-
lege authority and faculty 
members who are part of 
the NAAC peer team. The 
college authority updated.

During an interaction, 
principal of the college, Dr. 
Abeni Lotha said that for 
academic excellence the 

college has been pursuing 
its best to affiliate the Na-
tional Assessment and Ac-
creditation Council (NAAC) 
so that the college can have 
privilege to tie-up with 
universities in other parts 
of India and abroad. She, 
however, lamented that the 
college is facing some diffi-
culties due to lack of proper 
infrastructure, basic ameni-
ties and skill development 
of the students to achieved 
the target. 

In order to let the college 
achieve their goal, Kikon as-
sured that he will to provide 
computers to the college at 
the earliest.

Murry, while congratu-

lating the college author-
ity for producing excellent 
academic result, assured to 
extent all possible help in 
the days to come. 

Also, the project director 
of the DRDA, Thungdeno 
Mozhui assured to donate 
some books to the college 
library.

The legislators were ac-
companied by the deputy 
commissioner of Wokha 
, Dr. Manazir Jeelani Sa-
moon;  DPO Mhonsao 
Ezung and Lotha hoho 
chairman, Mhao Lotha.

The team also inspected 
Dr. Motsuo Memorial Dis-
trict Hospital interacted 
with the officers and staff. 

Dimapur, June 12 (EMN): 
The YouthNet and Mount 
Mary College, Chumuke-
dima on June 11 signed a 
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) on “Link-
ing education to employ-
ment”.

An update received 
from the YouthNet, men-
tioned that the aim of MoU 
was to impart the college 
students with training and 
real work experience while 
they were in their final year 
of college. 

Principal of Mount Mary 

College, C Teeya Imsong, 
termed it as a landmark 
move as students from the 
college would get real life 
work experience while they 
are still in college. He said 
students will also get to in-
teract with people working 
across different sectors and 
learn from their challenges 
and success stories.

Nune Chase, who heads 
the training and placement 
agency Nagaland Job Cen-
tre, informed that the link-
ing education to employ-
ment was a starting tool to 

bridge the gap between col-
lege students and helping 
them polish their life skills. 

The program focuses 
on positive attitude, profes-
sionalism at the work place, 
communication in the new 
world, internship opportu-
nities and job placements. 

Mount Mary College 
has also been focusing on 
how to add more value 
to their students beyond 
education but to help their 
students thrive and suc-
ceed in the real world, the 
press release added.

Dimapur, June 13(EMN): 
Kohima police along with 
Kolkata police have ar-
rested one of the kingpins 
involved in the financial 
fraud and cheating case 
which was registered un-
der Kohima South Police 
Station in March 2016 from 
Kolkata. 

In a press release, ad-
ditional SP, Kohima, in-
formed that the accused 
identified as Prosenjit Das, 
a resident of 24 North Par-
ganas in Kolkata, imper-
sonating as customer sup-
port agents of IRDA used 
to cheat gullible investors 
by making calls to custom-
ers offering loans of huge 

sums against investments 
in insurance policies.

One such customer, 
a resident of Kohima was 
trapped in their dubious 
net and the unsuspecting 
customer invested a large 
sum of his hard-earned 
pension benefits to the 
tune of INR 50 lakh into the 
investments before he real-
ized he has been duped, it 
informed.

The Kohima police 
team led by the investi-
gating officer of the case 
landed in Kolkata with de-
tails of the investigation 
and arrested the accused 
on June 11 with the assist-
ance of the Kolkata Police.

Dimapur, June 13 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Law Stu-
dents’ Federation (NLSF) 
during an audience with 
the governor of Nagaland, 
PB Archarya, also the con-
stitutional head and chief 
rector of Nagaland Uni-
versity (NU) presented a 
representation on June 12 
seeking for establishment 
of a government law college 
and separate law depart-
ment in Nagaland Univer-
sity at the earliest.

In a press note, Imliben 
Lemtur, NLSF president 
and  general secretary Me-
dochütuo Kiewuo said 

that the dream to estab-
lish govt. law college and a 
law department in NU was 
a long pending demand 
of the student community 
in the state, more particu-
larly the law students. But 
to their dismay, neither 
the Nagaland University 
nor the state government 
appear to take interest of 
the student community on 
their demand, or to take 
over any of the existing 
three law colleges( Mokok-
chung Law College and 
Kohima Law College, and 
City Law College, Dimapur) 
in the state which are all 
private owned institutions 
under its fold.

The federation also stat-
ed that NU also have not 
established a law depart-
ment or any law institute, 

and under such exceptional 
situation, the university was 
conducting law examina-
tions and conferring law 
degrees to the students of 
the three law colleges.

‘The members of the 
teaching faculties headed 
by the Principal of the three 
law colleges are gracious 
enough extending their free 
service in assisting the uni-
versity in the management 
of the affairs of the law stud-
ies under the University’, 
they stated.

In view of the above sit-
uation, the federation said 
the students community 
in the state, particularly the 
poor students were facing 
so much hardship to study 
law courses in the State 
and added that establish-
ing a law department and 
institute in NU will serve 
the students community, 
especially the law students 
in particular.  

The NLSF expressed 
their sincere gratitude to 
the governor for hearing to 
their voice pragmatically 
and also for assuring to 
recommend their repre-
sentation to the concern 
authorities.

The federation also reit-
erated to follow up with the 
concern authorities and to 
petition for the present gov-
ernment motto, “change is 
coming” in establishing its 
long cherished demand.

Dimapur, June 12 (EMN): The Mokokchung 
Town Lanur Telongjem (MTLT) voiced out 
to the power department for installation 
of proper street lighting and uninterrupted 
power supply in the town.

In a press release addressed to executive 
engineer of Power department, Mokok-
chung division, the MTLT, said there are 
many localities in Mokokchung town in 
need of street lighting, not only for beauti-
fication of the town at night but also for the 
safety of the general public during the night 
hours especially the road leading from Po-
lice Point to Imkongliba Memorial District 
Hospital.

The MTLT pointed out that the frames 
for installing street lights were already in 
place; some just in need of bulbs, while oth-
ers can be installed on electric posts stand-
ing along the stretch of the road. 

The hospital road, which is one of the 
most important roads in the town which 

remains busy even during night hours as the 
attendants of patients admitted to hospital 
traverse on a daily basis, day and night, it 
stated.

The youths of Mokokchung town has 
appealed the department to install street 
lights in the different localities, especially the 
hospital road, on a priority basis. 

Also, noticing the load shedding at regu-
lar intervals in the town, the MTLT aid it does 
not recognize whatever excuses or reasons 
the department might give for the regular 
power load shedding because the residents 
of Mokokchung town were paying their light 
bills diligently on time every month. 

“It is a matter of fact that Mokokchung 
town citizens pay their monthly electricity 
bills on time and as such, we expect unin-
terrupted power supply 24/7. Therefore, the 
demand for uninterrupted power supply in 
Mokokchung town is justified and unques-
tionable”, the organization stated. 

Dimapur’s DC urges safety for vulnerable children 

Legislators pay college and 
hospital in Wokha a visit

YouthNet and Mount 
Mary College sign MoU

Kohima police arrest 
accused involved in 
financial fraud

NLSF bats for govt. law 
college and separate 
department in NU 

MTLT demands street lighting, 
uninterrupted power supply

World Day Against Child Labour
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“Child labour: A Major chal-
lenge,” at Penli commu-
nity hall in Mokokchung 
on June 12. A sensitization 
programme on Integrated 
Child Protection Scheme 
(ICPS) was also conducted 
alongside.

The speaker in the pro-
gramme, the chairperson of 
the Child Welfare Commit-
tee, Dr. Imlirenla Walling, 
said that children are the 
future generation therefore 
they should be protected 
from all evils of the society. 

“ We al l  must  f ight 
against child labour and 
child abuse in any manner 
where child’s right to sur-
vive, protect and participa-
tion is deprived,” he said. 

She said to uphold the 
Child’s Right provision is 
very important under the 
Integrated Child Protec-
tion Scheme adding that 
the government has also 
signed a memorandum of 
understanding (MOU) on 
the scheme.

To mark the occasion, 
debate was conducted on 
the topic “Child labour is 
better than living in pover-
ty,” with Queen Mary High-
er Secondary School for 
motion and Jubilee Memo-
rial School against motion.

Also, the students of 
Christian Movement of In-
dia (SCMI) Northeast zone-
II observed the World Day 
Against Child Labour with 
the theme “Advocacy on 
Child Labour.” The pro-
gramme was organized 
in collaboration with the 
Bridge of Hope Ministry.
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to adapt to the changing 
climate scenario in Imphal 
on Monday.

The workshop was or-
ganised by the Manipur 
Forum for Sustainable 

Mountain Development 
in collaboration with the 
state climate cell of the 
environment directorate 
with the “understanding 
mountain people’s ap-

proach and practices for 
climate change adapta-
tion.”

R e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e 
streams drying up in 
Shirui areas of Ukhrul 

Tuliram Ronghang speaking at a press conference on Tuesday.

EM Images

N Biren being presented a tree sapling at the inaugural function on mountain issues in Imphal on Monday.

MIRROR CROSSWORD 1847SUD0KU 1687
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1846

ACROSS
1.  Indulgent
4. Air pollution
8. Hebrew calendar month
12.  Electronic Counter 

Measures
13.  Tardy
14.  For indicating speed of 

rotation
15.  Algonkians
17.  __ Von Bismarck, Iron 

Chancellor
18.  Spainish currency
19.  A sound of a certain pitch
21.  A small constellation in the 

N hemisphere
23.  Hebrew leader
26.  Quantitative fact
29.  Base-forming
31.  A large vessel for making 

coffee or tea
32.  Stakes
33.  Matchstick game
34.  More alone
36.  Queen of Sparta
37.  A way to feel deep affection 

for
38.  Large genus of erect or 

climbing prickly shrubs
40.  Any piece of work
42.  Winged fruit
46.  Overgarments
48.  Telephone assistant
50.  Entranceway
51.  Source of the Blue Nile
52.  Doctors’ group
53.  Long narrative poems
54.  Arabian gulf
55.  Radioactivity unit 
DOWN
1.  A jump upwards or forwards
2.  A unit of area

3.  Yuletide
4.  Of a gray color
5.  A great rani
6.  Word element meaning 

ear
7.  Notable exploit
8.  Unkeyed
9.  Determine time
10.  Behave in a certain 

manner
11.  The 17th letter of the 

Greek alphabet

16.  Fur of a dead animal
20.  Oxalis
22.  Change
24.  ____ Blyton, children’s 

author
25.  Contains altar and seats 

for the clergy and choir
26.  Type genus of the 

Sulidae
27.  Stepped on
28.  Supply with notes
30.  Combustible fuel

32.  Brews
35.  Deletes
36.  Priest
39.  Wrap
41.  South Dravidian
43.  Essential oil or perfume 

obtained from flowers
44.  National capital
45.  Rumanian city
46.  Back
47.  Having negative qualities
49.  A flat cushion or mat
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Manipur CM Biren Singh to provide 
alternatives for poppy cultivators

Heavy rain triggers flood in Mizoram

DG rank IPS officer demoted to IG in Tripura

Karbi christians pay tribute

24 arrests, search operation continues

KAAC announces INR 5 lakh to families

AR honours Lt. S Vijaya DeviAssamese trader goes missing from M’laya market

ASSAM LYNCHING INCIDENT

and some parts in Tamen-
glong, Singh said, “It is not 
possible to develop water 
supply plants by investing 
a huge amount of money 
if we do not have the water 
resources.”

Singh appealed to the 
people not to stick to the 
local customary laws in to-
day’s era of climate change 
but to ‘change the mind-
sets of rigidness,’ and to 
take up adaptation proc-
ess for sustainable eco-
system services.

Experts from diverse 
fields including village, 
church, NGO leaders, offi-
cials, and others also made 
presentation on natural 
resources, agriculture and 
livelihood, health and 
sanitation, and Climate 
change action plans.

The Christian community as part of 
the United Christian Forum (UCF) in 
Karbi Anglong took out a candlelight 
programme for Nilutpal Das and Abhijeet 
Nath, who were killed in mob lynching on 
June 8 at Panjuri Kachari goan. 

Despite of an incessant rain, the peo-
ple have turned up to offer prayers and 
pay tribute to the two departed souls at 
Semson Sing Engti Memorial Park on 
Tuesday evening. 

The UCF member and principal 
of the Christian English High School, 
Diphu, Moses Hanse, told to media that 
the forum has organised a prayer meet-
ing and lighting of candles at the park 
to offer prayers for the souls of the two 
youths, and to their family members. 
Further, UCF appealed to the people to 
maintain peace and mutual understand 
among various tribes and communities 
in the state.

Opposing to mob violence, the coun-
cil remarked, let all those who believe 
in human values to prevail upon their 

friends, families, colleagues, and stu-
dents, help each other and take a stand 
against communal, and ethnic divide. 
‘The culture of inclusiveness and under-
standing existed in our multi-cultural 
state, and we belief that genuine and 
sincere effort must be made to maintain 
and strengthened that culture,’ he added. 
Kuki Inpi condemn  

The Kuki National Assembly (KNA), 
Kuki Inpi of Karbi Anglong has con-
demned the lynched incident, terming 
as ‘heinous’ crime committed upon two 
youths by the mob. A press statement 
condemning the incident was received 
from the KNA, Kuki Inpi’s IPR. 

The assembly urged the authorities to 
punished the culprits and deliver justice 
to the victims’ family members. Further, 
the KNA appealed to the people to remain 
calm and maintain peace and harmony 
in the state. Further, the KNA, Kuki Inpi 
has expressed sorrow and termed the in-
cident painful and shocking that defame 
Karbi Anglong in eyes of others.

Guwahati, June 12 (PTI): Another person has been arrested in connection with the 
lynching of two men on suspicion of being child lifters in Assam, taking the number 
of people arrested in the case so far to 24, police said. The person was arrested from 
Karbi Anglong district during search operations, which were continuing along with 
investigations, an Assam Police spokesman said here today.

Additional Director General of Police (Law and Order) Mukesh Agarwal was moni-
toring the investigations. Besides the 24, five others were arrested from Diphu town 
today for misuse of social media in connection with the incident. “They have been 
found to be involved either in recording the incident on mobile phones or circulating 
the video clip on social media with statements, comments to incite hatred between 
different communities,” the spokesman said.

Agartala, June 12 (PTI): The Tripura 
government has demoted a senior IPS 
officer, who was allegedly given “illegal 
ad hoc” promotion despite the CBI fil-
ing a criminal case against him for “pos-
sessing” disproportionate assets, from 
the rank of the DGP to the IGP.

In an order, issued last week, the 
Tripura government said K Nagaraj, a 
1983 batch Indian Police Service of-
ficer, had been promoted to the rank 
of Director General of Police despite 
the fact that criminal and disciplinary 
proceedings were pending against him.

Therefore, in the public interest, the 
Tripura governor is pleased to cancel 
the ad hoc promotions granted to Naga-
raj and revert him to the post of Inspec-
tor General of Police, an order issued 
by Additional Secretary in the Tripura 
government Santosh Das said.

The order came in the wake of the 

Union Ministry of Home Affairs, the 
cadre controlling authority of the IPS, 
had made serious objections to such 
“illegal ad hoc” promotions granted to 
Nagaraj and directed the Tripura gov-
ernment to take corrective measures 
and to revert the officer to the post of 
Inspector General of Police.

“After careful review and consider-
ing all facts on records related to his 
promotion, the government of Tripura 
has come to the conclusion that the 
promotion given to K Nagaraj, IPS, was 
in complete violation of IPS promotion 
guidelines and extant rules,” the order 
said.

Nagaraj was suspended in 2005 
when he was serving as the Deputy In-
spector General in the CRPF, Hyderabad 
after the CBI had filed a criminal case 
against him for possessing dispropor-
tionate assets.

Tura (Meghalaya), June 12 
(PTI): An Assamese trader 
has been missing for three 
days since he had left his 
shop at a weekly market in 
West Garo Hills district on 
Saturday, and it is suspected 
that he has been abducted, 
police said today.

The trader, Ismail Sheikh 
hailing from Goalpara in As-
sam, used to sell clothes at 
the weekly market at Najing 
Bazaar here every Saturday.

Sheikh apparently left 
his stall during the market 
hours last Saturday and never 
returned and the police have 
started searching for him, 
West Garo Hills district Su-
perintendent of Police Dr. 
MGR Kumar said.

“We have identified a few 
suspects and have knowledge 
that the victim is alive. He has 
been allowed to speak to his 
family. We are looking at all 
aspects of the case,” he said.

Sheikh made a call from 
his mobile to his brother in 
Goalpara saying he had been 
abducted by some unidenti-
fied men who demanded INR 
5 lakh as ransom, the SP said.

It appears that the abduc-
tors came to his stall posing 
as buyers and after making 
some purchase, asked him 
to get the money from their 
home, he said adding that 
Sheikh was kidnapped after 
he had gone with them.

Dimapur, June 12 (EMN): The 9th Sector As-
sam Rifles and the Little Flower School of San-
gaiprou in Imphal west district organised an 
honorary ceremony for Lt. S Vijaya Devi, who 
was said to have been completed her ‘Navika 
Sagar Parikrama,’ the voyage around the world. 

During the programme, students were 
shown video clips about her 254 day long 
journey in which she circumnavigated the 
globe. Addressing students, Davi spoke about 
her phobia of water and how she overcame it 
in order to get selected for the expedition.  Fur-
ther, she claimed that her being in services had 
motivated girls to join the armed force.

Aizawl, June 12 (PTI): 
Heavy monsoon rain has 
triggered flood in Lun-
glei and Aizawl district of 
Mizoram today, officials 
said.

State School Educa-
tion department declared 
today and tomorrow as 
holidays for all schools 
due to the heavy down-
pour. Over 1000 people 
have been evacuated to 
safer places in the two 
districts due to the flood, 
they said.

Over  250 famil ies 
living along the Khaw-
thlangtuipui r iver in 
Lunglei district were 
evacuated to safer places 
as around 180 houses 

were submerged in the 
flood triggered by heavy 
rain since Sunday night, 
police said.

The water level of the 
river continued to rise 
as heavy rainfall con-
tinued unabated today 
submerging over 100 
houses in Tiperabagh 
and 70 houses in Serhuan 
village while around 30 
houses were submerged 
in Tlabung town, they 
said.

State Disaster Man-
agement and Rehabilita-
tion department officials 
said large areas of paddy 
cultivation in Lunglei dis-
trict were submerged by 
the flood.

At least ten hous-
es were submerged in 
Sairang village, about 
30 km west of Aizawl 
by flood waters of river 
Tlawng.

Around 30 families 
were evacuated to safer 
places, the police said.

Many roads in the 
state were blocked due to 
landslides and mudslides 
rendering Lunglei district 
and beyond inaccessible 
from Aizawl and other 
places, officials said.

The road towards 
Lengpui Airport from 
Aizawl was blocked at 
Hunthar due to land-
slides triggered by rain, 
they said.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, June 12 (EMN): 
The Manipur’s Chief Min-
ister N Biren Singh in-
formed that the state gov-
ernment will be taking up 
large scale agar plantation 
in Manipur on Monday. 
For this, the government 
has acquired ten lakh agar 
plants besides lemon grass 
and other fruit bearing 
trees as an alternative for 
farmers who once illegally 
cultivated poppy plants.

The chief minister in-
formed about the plan 
during his speech at the 
inaugural function of the 
two-day state level work-
shop about collaborative 
approach to build aware-
ness, communicate best 
practices, and build the 
capacity of stakeholders 

Our Correspondent
Diphu, June 12 (EMN): 
The Karbi Anglong Auton-
omous Council (KAAC) 
announced compensa-
tion of INR 5 lakh each 
to the families of the two 
lynched youths at Panjuri 
Kachari Gaon on June 8. 
The announcement was 
made at a press confer-
ence held at the KAAC’s 
Secretariat Conference 
Hall on Tue. June 12.

The Chief Executive 
Member (CEM) of KAAC, 
Tuliram Ronghang said, 
the council will give a 
compensation of INR 5 
lakh each to the families 
of deceased Nilotpal Das 
and Abhijeet Nath. Fur-
ther, he assured that their 
statues will also be erect-
ed at the Kangthilangso 
picnic spot in Assam.

Also, Ronghang re-
marked that the council 
strongly condemn the 
lynching at Panjuri Kach-
ari Gaon and law will take 
its own course. Adding to 
which he said, ‘the sever-
est punishment under 
the law, even hanging, 
should be given.’ Further, 
he maintained, ‘until now 
52 suspected persons 

have been picked up and 
they will not be spared if 
found to be involved.’

On the incident being 
politicised, the CEM said, 
“those who were arrested 
for intimidation and har-
assment of Karbi students 
in Nagaon were found to 
be the youth Congress 
workers. And in the inci-
dent of Panjuri Kachari 
Gaon one United Lib-
eration Front of Assam’s 
Timung is instrumental in 
precipitating the violence, 
presently he is abscond-
ing,” he added.

Further, the CEM ap-

pealed for peace to be 
maintained and request-
ed the media to carry a 
positive message.
Committee took out 
peace possession 

A peace procession 
was taken out by the Karbi 
Anglong District Commit-
tee (KADC) and the Diphu 
Regional Committee  of 
Asom Jatyabadi Yuba 
Chatra Parishad (AJYCP) 
demanding justice for two 
youths that was killed in 
mob lynching on June 8 
at Panjuri Kachari gaon 
in Karbi Anglong district. 

The procession began 

at the Diphu Club to the 
Diphu market and back to 
where it begins on Tues-
day in the town. During 
the procession, members 
hold placards, photos of 
Nilutpal Das and Abhijeet 
Nath, and shouted slo-
gans demanding for im-
mediate arrest of culprits 
involved in the incident 
and justice to the victims’ 
families.

The KADC and AJYCP 
cultural secretary, Praha-
lat Borah demands that 
security should be made in 
the district’s tourist spots 
for the safety of the visi-

tors. “The Karbi Anglong 
Autonomous Council is 
getting revenue from tour-
ist and it is their duty to 
provide security to tour-
ists. If they cannot provide 
security then those tourist 
destinations should be 
closed,” Borah demanded. 
He also suggested that 
social media be stop for a 
month to avoid creating 
additional problems out 
of the incident.  

Also, AJYCP suggested 
changing of Kangthilang-
so picnic spot to ‘Abhinil’ 
(Abhijeet + Nilutpal) in 
remembrance of the two 
youths. It demanded that 
punishment to be award-
ed to the culprits should 
be let known to the public.

The two committee 
called upon the law and 
order authority to cre-
ate awareness of the ru-
mour spreading  about 
child trafficking in the 
area. Stating which, they 
claimed ‘there are always 
incidences and situations 
cropping up prior to elec-
tion in Karbi Anglong.’ 
Further, it demanded that 
KAAC should work out to 
end the problem one and 
for all.
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Industrial growth rises by 4.9 pc in April 

Rupee reverses gains ahead 
of key macro data, down 7

Gold recovers on renewed 
demand; silver gains

Retail inflation hits 4-mth high of 
4.87% in May on costlier veggies, fuel

Elated students of Government Primary School in Imkonglenden, Dimapur, display umbrellas 
which were donated by NDPP Dimapur Region on June 12.

Come rain or shine

New Delhi, June 12 (PTI): Retail 
inflation jumped to 4-month 
high of 4.87 per cent in May 
on costlier food items such as 
fruits, vegetables and cereals 
coupled with high fuel rates.

Based on Consumer Price 
Index (CPI), the retail inflation 
was at 4.58 per cent in the pre-
ceding month, April. In May 
2017, however, it was at a low of 
2.18 per cent.

The previous high in retail 
inflation was in January this 
year at 5.7 per cent.

The overall consumer food 
price index shot up to 3.10 per 
cent in May, from 2.80 per cent 
in April, as per the Central Sta-
tistics Office (CSO).

Fruit prices grew at a faster 
pace of 12.33 per cent in May 
as against 9.65 per cent in April, 
while vegetables were costlier 
by 8.04 per cent (from 7.29 per 
cent month ago).

Cereals and products saw 
2.78 per cent inflation in May 
as against 2.56 per cent in April, 
while oil and fats turned dearer 
at 2.46 per cent from 2.11 per 
cent in April.

IN THE COURT OF PRINCIPAL DISTRICT AND SESSIONS JUDGE
KOHIMA: NAGALAND

NOTICE
NOTICE INVITING OTHER CLAIMENTS TO REPRESENTATION TO COME FORWARD 

(UNDER PART-1 OF SECTION 375 OF INDIAN SUCCESSION ACT 1925)
Succession Case No 3 of 2018

Where as application under Sucession Act 1925 for the grant Succession Certificate for the estate of Late 
Vizhato Peseyie has filed by Smti. Sakhono Peseyie W/o Lt. Vizhato Peseyie R/o Kohima Science College, 
Phezhu, Jotsoma, Kohima to draw his :- 1. Pension benefits 2.Bank A/c No. 31056177100 (SBI) 3. Transferring 
ownership of veh.Regn. No- NL01P0379 (Alto). Who expired on 10-05-2018.
Notice is hereby given that any person having interest in the administration of the estate of this said deceased 
may if she/ he so desire appear in this court on or before the said day of 11-07-2018.
Given under the hand and seal of the court on this 11th day of June 2018.

Principal District & Session Judge
Kohima : Nagaland

K-1760

M.S.W. COURSE ADMISSION NOTICE 2018 - 20
NORTH EAST INSTITUTE OF SOCIAL SCIENCES & RESEARCH (NEISSR)
Affiliated to: Nagaland University      Managed by: Diocese of Kohima

COURSES OFFERED: Master of Social Work (MSW) in Youth Development (YD), Peace 
& Conflict Transformation Studies (PCTS), Community Development (CD). ELIGIBILITY: 
Graduation in any stream (50 % marks for General and 45 % for ST/SC candidates). 
Application forms are available at NEISSR, P.B. No. 03, Bishop’s House, Circular Road, 
Dimapur, Nagaland, India—797112 and Catholic Publication Centre (CPC), Kohima and 
St. Joseph College, Jakhama from 8.30 am to 4.30 pm. Contact Nos. : 03862-233435, 
03862—237305, +91-9862790377, +91-9426260435. Website: www.neissr.com. Email: 
contact.neissr@gmail.com

The Entrance Exam is scheduled to be held on 16th June 2018

D-
55

28
 

POST VACANCY
For an upcoming computer Institute 
in Kohima 
1. Computer Faculty – 1 post 
 Salary – `15,000/- (negotiable)
 Qualification: M.Tech/B.Tech/MCA/BCA/

B.E/B.SC

Interested candidates may mail your resume to 
md.rict@ramietech.in
Or call +91- 7085057960 for more details. K-

17
59

POST VACANCY

1. Technical Assistant 
 Qualification: 10th Passed or Higher
 Salary: `7,000/- to `10,000/- 
 Experienced candidates are preferred but 

freshers may also apply
 (Only candidates based at Dimapur may apply)

Interested candidate may mail your resume to 
Zhokholu.ritse@ramietech.in
or call +91-7085057960 for more details.

RAMIETECH SOLUTIONS
4th Mile, Dimapur Branch

K-
17

58

NAGALAND                   UNIVERSITY

(A Central University Established by an Act of Parliament No.35 of 1989)
School of Agricultural Sciences & Rural Development

MEDZIPHEMA: NAGALAND

It is hereby notified to the aspiring students seeking admission to 
B.Sc.(Hons)Agriculture, and various disciplines of M.Sc.(Ag.) and Ph.D 
Programme in Agriculture in the school of Agricultural Sciences & 
Rural Development, Medziphema Campus of Nagaland University for 
the Academic session 2018-19 to fill-in the online form available in the 
university website www.nagalanduniversity.ac.in.   

Admission to B.Sc. (Hons) Agriculture will be strictly followed as per 
the allocation of seats to respective states. Only those who are nominated by 
the concern state government through the respective entrance examination 
will be eligible for admission. There is no seat under open quota for 
admission in B.Sc.(Hons) Agriculture Degree Programme. 

Important Dates:

Information regarding M.Sc. (Ag) & Ph.D entrance test and counselling will be 
available in the university website. Sd/- 

DEAN

ADMISSION NOTICE
No.SAMN/ACD-1/95 (VOL-III)                                                          Dated: 11th June 2018

DG-750

SI.
No

Particulars B.Sc.(Hons)/B.Voc M.Sc.(Ag.) & Ph.D

1. Opening Date of online 
Application form submission

15th June 2018 15th June 2018

2. Last Date of online 
application form submission

14th July 2018 14th July 2018

NAGALAND PROPERTIES
Land for Sale  

At NIHOTO, 
Next to Naga United

Village, Dimapur.
60 x 60 | 80 x 80 |100 x 100 

|120 x 120 
Rs 120/- per sq. ft. 

(Negotiable) 
9612714131/ 9862445210

www.nagalandproperties.com
D-5527

GREENWOOD SCHOOL 

Applications are invited for the following post:
1. M.Sc (Phy) Preferably B. Ed. - 1 Post 
Application can be sent to gwskudal0@gmail.
com. There will be written test and class 
demonstration on 20th June, 2018 at 10 a.m. 
Kindly come with all relevant documents. 
For details Contact: 
9436266591/9862956932 

Director

KUDA VILLAGE: DIMAPUR.

VACANCY 

D-5529

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 5th June 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

No.M-138/18/1098-99 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti. 
Anthony Rongmai -Vrs- Smti. Ashale Kant resident of VNB 
Naga Colony Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland 
under Rule 50 & 51 of  Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have 
applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
      The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & 
should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 5.6.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Shri. Anthony Rongmai 
Village/Block No: 11, Patta No: 1803
Dag No: 25/637&1332/1991, Area: 00B-01K-14 Ls
North: Lungkami, South: Akash, East: Zhekheli, West: 
Approach Road

NOTICE

D-5530 

SUMMON FOR SETTLEMENT OF ISSUE 
(ORDER - V, RULE -1, 5, 20) 

IN THE COURT OF SHRI AJONGBA IMCHEN, CIVIL JUDGE (SENIOR 
DIVISION), DIMAPUR NAGALAND 

Money Suit No.24/2017
Plaintiff:  State Bank of India, Dimapur Branch, Dimapur: Nagaland  
Defendants: M/S B. Mech Grocery Shop & Ors.
To, 
 Smti. Bijuli Mech
 W/o, Mr. Babul Mech
 Proprietor of M/S B. Mech Grocery Shop,
 Add: 2 ½ Mile Darogapathar  
 Dimapur: Nagaland.
Whereas State Bank of India, Dimapur Branch, Dimapur: Nagaland 
has instituted a suit against you for recovery of loan Rs. 2,47,464.00/- 
(Rupees Two Lakhs Forty Seven Thousand Four hundred and sixty 
Four) only. 

You are hereby summoned to appear before the Court in person 
or pleader duly instructed and able to answer all material questions 
relating to the suit on 27/06/2018 at 10: 00 a.m. without fail. 

Take notice that in default of your appearance on the date 
mentioned the suit will be heard and determined in your absence. 

Given under my hand and the seal of the Court 06 day of 06 2018.
Civil Judge Senior Division

Dimapur Nagaland 
D-5531 

SUMMON FOR SETTLEMENT OF ISSUE 
(ORDER - V, RULE -1, 5, 20) 

IN THE COURT OF SHRI AJONGBA IMCHEN, CIVIL JUDGE (SENIOR 
DIVISION) DIMAPUR NAGALAND 

Suit No.31/2017
Plaintiff:  State Bank of India, Dimapur Branch, Dimapur: Nagaland  
Defendants: Ramchuichan Horam.
To, 
 Shri, Ramchuichan Horam
 H/o, Hotoli Horam,
 Add: Purana Bazaar, Diary Farm,  
 Dimapur: Nagaland
 Office Add: C/O 27 Assam Rifle, 99 APO,
 Dimapur: Nagaland.
Whereas State Bank of India, Dimapur Branch, Dimapur: Nagaland has 
instituted a suit against you for recovery of loan Rs. 4, 54,212/- (Rupees 
Four Lakhs Fifty Four Thousand Two hundred and Twelve) only. 

You are hereby summoned to appear before the Court in person 
or pleader duly instructed and able to answer all material questions 
relating to the suit on 27/06/2018 at 10: 00 a.m. without fail.

Take notice that in default of your appearance on the date 
mentioned the suit will be heard and determined in your absence. 

Given under my hand and the seal of the Court 06 day of 06 2018.
Civil Judge Senior Division

Dimapur Nagaland
D-5532 

SUMMON FOR SETTLEMENT OF ISSUE 
(ORDER - V, RULE -1, 5, 20) 

IN THE COURT OF SHRI AJONGBA IMCHEN, CIVIL JUDGE (SENIOR 
DIVISION) DIMAPUR NAGALAND 

Suit No.30/2017
Plaintiff:  State Bank of India, Dimapur Branch, Dimapur: Nagaland  
Defendants: Dul Bahadur Pun
To, 
 Shri. Dal Bahadur Pun
 Address: ARTC& School,
 Dimapur: Nagaland
 Residential Address No.3000810 L Hav/GD
 Dal Bahadur Pun, No.2 TREBN TWE COY
 ARCTC& School, 3rd Mile,
 Dimapur: Nagaland.
Whereas State Bank of India, Dimapur Main Branch, Dimapur has 
instituted a suit against you for recovery of loan Rs. 2, 41,632.00/- (Rupees 
Two Lakhs Forty one Thousand Six hundred and Thirty Two) only. 

You are hereby summoned to appear before the Court in person or 
pleader duly instructed and able to answer all material questions relating 
to the suit on 27/06/2018 at 10: 00 a.m. without fail. 

Take notice that in default of your appearance on the date mentioned 
the suit will be heard and determined in your absence. 

Given under my hand and the seal of the Court 06 day of 06 2018.
Civil Judge Senior Division

Dimapur Nagaland
D-5533

SUMMON FOR SETTLEMENT OF ISSUE 
(ORDER - V, RULE -1, 5, 20) 

IN THE COURT OF SHRI AJONGBA IMCHEN, CIVIL JUDGE (SENIOR 
DIVISION) DIMAPUR NAGALAND 

Suit No.24/2017
Plaintiff:  State Bank of India, Dimapur Branch, Dimapur: Nagaland  
Defendants: M/S B. Mech Grocery Shop & Ors.
To, 
 Smti. Monin Mech
 W/o. Mr. Depan Mech
 Add: 2 ½ Mile Darogapathar  
 Dimapur, Nagaland.
Whereas State Bank of India, Dimapur Branch, Dimapur: Nagaland 
has instituted a suit against you for recovery of loan Rs. 2,47,464.00/-  
(Rupees Two Lakhs Forty Seven Thousand Four hundred and sixty 
Four) only. 

You are hereby summoned to appear before the Court in person 
or pleader duly instructed and able to answer all material questions 
relating to the suit on 27/06/2018 at 10: 00 a.m. without fail. 

Take notice that in default of your appearance on the date 
mentioned the suit will be heard and determined in your absence. 

Given under my hand and the seal of the Court 06 day of 06 2018.
Civil Judge Senior Division

Dimapur Nagaland
D-5534

earlier this month, the RBI 
raised the repo rate -- at which 
it lends to banks -- by 0.25 per 
cent to 6.25 per cent, the first 
hike in more than four years 
due to growing concerns about 
inflation stoked by rising global 
crude oil prices as well as do-
mestic price increases.

The banking regulator has 
revised the first half inflation 
projection to 4.8-4.9 per cent 
in the current fiscal, and 4.7 per 
cent in the second half -- in-
cluding the HRA impact of cen-
tral government employees.

Excluding, the HRA revi-
sions, the CPI inflation is pro-
jected at 4.6 per cent in first half 
(April-September) and 4.7 per 
cent in second half (October-
March). 

RBI had said the decision of 
the Monetary Policy Commit-
tee to hike the rate was consist-
ent with the neutral stance and 
in consonance with the objec-
tive of achieving the medium-
term target for CPI inflation of 
4 per cent within a band of (+/-
) 2 per cent, while supporting 
growth.

New Delhi, June 12 (PTI): In-
dustrial output expanded by 
4.9 per cent in April this year, 
spurred by higher growth in 
manufacturing and mining 
sectors.

The industrial growth, 
measured on the Index of In-
dustrial Production (IIP), was 
3.2 per cent in April last year.

In March this year, indus-
trial production had grown at 
4.4 per cent.

As per the data released 
by the Central Statistics Of-
fice (CSO), the manufacturing 
sector, which constitute more 
than 77 per cent of the index, 
recorded a growth of 5.2 per 
cent in April, up from 2.9 per 
cent in the year ago month.

The mining sector too ex-
panded by 5.1 per cent, up 
from 3 per cent in April 2017.

The growth in power gen-
eration however slipped to 2.1 
per cent in April this year, from 
5.4 per cent in the year-ago 
month.

Mumbai, June 12 (PTI): 
Gold prices recovered 
marginally by Rs 45 to Rs 
30,875 per 10 grams at 
the bullion market today 
following renewed de-
mand from stockists and 
retailers. Elsewhere, sil-
ver prices surged further 
by Rs 140 to Rs 40,395 
per kg due to sustained 
offtake by industrial 
units and coin makers.

Standard gold (99.5 
per cent purity) rose 

by Rs 45 to close at Rs 
30,875 per 10 grams from 
Monday’s closing level of 
Rs 30,830.

Pure gold (99.9 per 
cent purity) also moved 
up by a similar margin to 
end at Rs 31,025 per 10 
grams against Rs 30,980, 
earlier.

Silver (.999 fineness) 
climbed by Rs 140 to fin-
ish at Rs 40,395 per kg as 
compared to Rs 40,255, 
yesterday.

Mumbai, June 12 (PTI): 
The rupee washed out 
its initial gains to close 
down by 7 paise at 67.49 
against the US currency 
due to fag-end dollar de-
mand from banks and 
importers.

A rally in domestic 
equities and a subdued 
dollar overseas failed to 
lift the forex sentiment.

The release of latest 
consumer price index-
based inflation data for 
May and the IIP data 
for April largely kept the 
forex market sentiment 
volatile.

Also, some caution 
ahead of the highly-
anticipated two-day US 
Federal Reserve meet 
amid expectations of in-
terest rate hike weighed 
on the trading front.

“Markets are await-
ing the outcome of the 
monetary policy meet-
ing from the three cen-

tral banks (FOMC, ECB 
and BoJ). Fed is expected 
to raise its interest rates 
tomorrow while ECB 
likely to debate to de-
cide the timeline of its 
current QE (quantita-
tive easing)programme,” 
Anand James, Chief Mar-
ket Strategist at Geojit Fi-
nancial Services said.

There was importer 
dollar demand, main-
ly from state run oil 
marketing companies 
(OMCs) and surpassed 
mild selling of the green-
back by exporters, a fo-
rex dealer said.

Meanwhile, Indian 
bourses soared to fresh 
four-month high, join-
ing a global relief rally 
sparked by the historic 
summit between the US 
and North Korea on de-
nuclearisation of the Ko-
rean peninsula.

Bond markets, how-
ever, witnessed a mix 

trend and the 10-year 
benchmark bond yield 
finished higher at 7.97 
per cent.

Crude oil prices also 
edged higher today with 
the Brent crude gaining 
30 cents at USD 76.76 
per barrel and West Tex-
as Intermediate 20 cents 
at USD 66.30. 

The rupee resumed 
lower at 67.48 from over-
night close of 67.42 at 
the interbank foreign ex-
change (forex) market on 
bouts of dollar demand.

It lost further ground 
to hit a low of 67.52 in 
mid-morning deals be-
fore a trend reversal.

After touching a 
fresh intra-day high of 
67.35 briefly during the 
fag-end trade, the local 
unit once again turned 
volatile and reversed all 
its gains to end at 67.49, 
showing a loss of 7 paise, 
or 0.10 per cent.

For the fuel and light cat-
egory, the inflation last month 
stood at 5.8 per cent, up from 
5.24 per cent.

However, for protein rich 
items such as meat and fish, 
eggs as well as milk and prod-

ucts, the inflation in May slowed 
compared with a month earlier.

The CPI-based retail infla-
tion is a key input for the Re-
serve Bank of India to decide on 
its key rate.

In its latest policy review 
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A Solution for 
Kashmir  

T
here were apprehensions. Even many of our 
policy makers were sceptical about the move. 
Some of them openly expressed that the move 
would bring more bloodshed. But, even be-

fore the one month period of unilateral ceasefire de-
clared by the Centre in Kashmir comes to end, many 
have now started supporting the demand of extend-
ing it further to create a more conducive atmosphere 
for dialogue between the stakeholders. After the end 
of his two day visit to the troubled state, Union Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh has also expressed satisfaction 
about the overall improvement in the law and order 
situation during ceasefire. If situation remains the 
same even during the Amarnath Yatra, at last one can 
expect some good news from the troubled valley.

It is now clear that the unilateral step taken by the 
Centre declaring ceasefire has put the trouble mongers 
on the back foot. As security forces have restrained 
themselves from launching operations, the terrorists 
are now finding it difficult to create an anti-India hype 
to attract more youths to its fold. Sensing the difficul-
ties faced by their mercenaries, the Pakistani Army is 
now indulging in unprovoked firing on the border, so 
that peace continues to elude Kashmir. But Indian au-
thorities should not be distracted by this Pakistani ploy.  
The Union home minister has already announced 
schemes for granting amnesty to the stone-throwers 
used as a shield by the terrorists. At the same time 
the government has expressed its desire to start fresh 
rounds of dialogue with the forces demanding Inde-
pendence for Kashmir.

All such moves by the government have created 
positive impact, which can be judged by the fact that 
Hurriyat Conference, the biggest confederation of se-
cessionist forces in the state, has now asked the Centre 
about the agenda of discussion. Clearly, the Hurriyat 
is under pressure to respond and reciprocate the Cen-
tre’s move. Otherwise, the organisation is sure to lose 
the support it enjoys in the valley. It appears the Centre 
is yet to decide about the agenda. Here one suggestion 
should be made on behalf of all peace loving people of 
the country. The talks, if held, should be held without 
any precondition. If talks are not unconditional it can 
be concluded well in advance that Kashmir problem 
will remain unsolved. It is not possible for Hurriyat or 
any other organisation to come to the negotiating ta-
ble after accepting the condition that talks should be 
held within the ambit of Indian Constitution. On the 
other hand, the Centre cannot oblige any organisa-
tion which wants to talk about Independence solely. 
Here, both sides should take a leaf out of the progress 
of the ongoing Naga peace talks. Imposing conditions 
stalled any chance of dialogue between the two sides 
for nearly two decades. The ice finally melted when 
the Centre announced its desire to hold talks without 
any condition. Since then, it’s a smooth affair. In case 
of Kashmir too, concerned parties should adopt the 
same approach. This is the only way to bring a lasting 
solution to the Kashmir problem.

Fr. Benjamin Chang

We can serve because we are loved.

When Benjamin Franklin was a young man he 
made a list of twelve virtues he desired to grow 
in over the course of his life. He showed it to 
a friend, who suggested he add “humility” to 

it. Franklin liked the idea. He then added some guidelines 
to help him with each item on the list. Among Franklin’s 
thoughts about humility, he held up Jesus as an example 
to emulate.

Jesus shows us the ultimate example of humility. God’s 
Word tells us, “In your relationships with one another, have 
the same mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, being in very na-
ture God, did not consider equality with God something 
to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself 
nothing by taking the very nature of a servant” (Philippians 
2:5–7).

Jesus demonstrated the greatest humility of all. Though 
eternally with the Father, He chose to bend beneath a cross 
in love so that through His death He might lift any who 
receive Him into the joy of His presence.

We imitate Jesus’s humility when we seek to serve our 
heavenly Father by serving others. Jesus’s kindness helps 
us catch a breathtaking glimpse of the beauty of setting 
ourselves aside to attend to others’ needs. Aiming for hu-
mility isn’t easy in our “me first” world. But as we rest se-
curely in our Savior’s love, He will give us everything we 
need to follow Him.   

Beautiful Savior, I am Your servant. Please help me to 
live in Your love and be a blessing to someone today.

DAILY

PATH
Humble Love

BIBLE READ:   PHILIPPIANS 2:1–11
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

The greatest among you will be your servant.      
~   Matthew 23:11

Lanusunep

Who’s Winning the Race? 

Farm Sanitation - Key to Profitable Livestock Farming

A Poor Boy Becoming an Army Officer

G
od has a purpose for every cre-
ation and hence, everything, 
everyone is liable for peaceful 
and symbiotic co-existence 

on this planet for proper continuity and 
sustenance. Throughout the history of 
civilization, the association between 
man and plants has been one of the 
best-bonded relationships since time 
immemorial. In the present scenario, 
one of the most dreaded words is “dis-
ease.” More so, if it comes attached with 
the tag ‘cancer.’ This dreaded, almost 
incurable disease is generally a life-style 
disease (only 3-5% of cancer is geneti-
cally related as per WHO report) which 
can be overcome before the race starts! 
In other words, once we start the race 
with cancer, (more so at a later stage of 
it), barring a miracle, we are resigned to 
the fact that we have lost the race. 

The best and sole option to fight 
the disease is to be ahead of it because 
once it catches up with us, there are less 
chances of us winning the race. No one 
is immortal, yet we have the option of 
‘live-long and live-strong’ or ‘live-less 
and die-early’ in our hands. For the 
former to materialize, man can harness 
the gifts and wonders of various plants 
nature has bestowed upon. Various me-
dicinal drugs have been extracted and 
synthesized from plants which have 

been passed on from one generation 
to another. The discovery of malarial 
drug, Quinine, is an inspiring illustra-
tion. Likewise, the solution for cure of 
dreaded, non-curable diseases might 
just be lying at our backyard or forests. 
Our state – blessed with mysterious 
landscape and ideally suitable for natu-
ral propagation of a variety of medicinal 
plants not found elsewhere – is a para-
dise for flora enthusiasts. No wonder, 
the remedies for certain diseases can 
be found lying in our own land if given 
proper priorities. 

Much emphasis has been put forth 
on research for Cancer nowadays. Ac-
cording to WHO (World Health Organi-
zation), it is the second cause of death 
after cardiovascular diseases. Basically, 
cancer starts with the deformation of 
a natural cell caused by genetic muta-
tions in DNA. The prevalence of cancer 
is found in developed and develop-
ing countries alike. Nowadays, various 
methods are used for cancer treatment 
such as chemotherapy and radiation; 
however, in these methods, a high per-
centage of healthy cells are lost while 
trying to destroy the tumor cells. One 
of the major challenges in cancer treat-
ment is to destroy tumor cells without 
damaging the natural cells. A common 
man find it harder to go through such 
diagnosis due to certain limits both eco-
nomically and socially. Thus, the best 
option to fight such a disease is to sup-

press the disease before the race begins! 
There is no concrete cure for cancer till 
date, yet it can nevertheless be stifled 
before it begins its battle with our body. 
Some ways and means of winning this 
race with the aid of plants are listed be-
low: 
 Turmeric (Curcuma longa): The 

plant is common in almost all areas 
of the state. The rhizome contains 
a compound known as Curcumin 
which is a potent tumor suppres-
sor. It has been reported that the 
average rate of cancer occurrence 
in Indians is lower than the rate of 
its occurrence world-wide. Much of 
this low-rate points toward the use 
of turmeric in most of the Indian 
dishes. Studies have shown that the 
compound Curcumin is highly ef-
fective against liver, leukemia, co-
lon and breast cancer.

 Ginger (Zingiber officinale): Ginger 
is extremely instrumental in boost-
ing immune system and for healthy 
gut bacteria. Both of these are vital 
for cancer suppression. The root 
of ginger contains an active com-
pound called Gingerol which is 
potentially a cancer-preventing 
compound. Studies in colon and 
ovarian cancer have found possible 
tumor killing properties by gingerol 
compound.

 English Yew (Taxus baccata): The 

plant is found to occur in cold, 
moist places in higher altitudes. It 
is sometimes confused with Ce-
phalotaxus griffithii (which has a 
powdery white form beneath the 
leaves). Taxus is one of the most 
happening anti-cancer plants now. 
Numerous research based on the 
plant is currently in progress in the 
US. A compound called Taxol is ex-
tracted from the plant which is said 
to have anti-cancer properties es-
pecially for female related cancer.

 Tea (Camellia sinensis): Tea is a 
natural source of caffeine, polyphe-
nols and antioxidants. Consuming 
tea (preferably Green tea) is said to 
inhibit the growth of tumor. Recent 
studies have shown that consuming 
green tea on a regular basis reduce 
the risk of cancer and is highly rec-
ommended during cancer treat-
ment.

 Berries: Various eatable berries like 
mulberry, strawberry, blueberry, 
etc. have rich source of Vitamin A, 
Vitamin C, antioxidants and fiber. 
The presence of antioxidant com-
pounds in these fruits makes them 
a great source of protectors from 
cancer.

Plantarum Sanitates! (Plant Cures!)

(He can be contacted at  
lanusuneplkr@gmail.com)

P
revention is better than cure because treat-
ment is much costlier and involves risk factor. 
Preventive measure is less cost effective and 
reliably cheaper to protect animal from infec-

tion /disease. The secret of disease control in a live-
stock farm lies not in the use of medicine and vaccina-
tion but mostly in good sanitation practices. 

Many diseases of animal can be preventive to a 
great extend if farmer practices good sanitation meas-
ure. Effectiveness of sanitation depends on thorough-
ness of cleaning and disinfection. Farm sanitation 
usually begins with a clean sanitized shed, it also in-
clude proper drainage system around farm premises 
to avoid water logging since stagnation of water help 
in propagation of microbes on the farm.
To have a farm with disease free healthy animal 

and to get maximum output some good sanitation 
practices to be followed are-

1. The animal shed should  be well-ventilated, airy 
and dry with sufficient floor space 

2. The bedding materials should be routinely ex-
posed to sunlight

3. The animals should be exposed to direct sunlight 
everyday for some hours

4. Thorough daily cleaning like brushing of walls, 
floors and spraying disinfectant like phenyl, 
bleaching powder to keep the animals shed free 
from infective parasitic eggs and micro organ-
isms

5. Regular grooming, clipping of long body coat and 
bathing of the animals is very effective to prevent 
skin/ecto- parasite infection

6. The feeder/water trough must be clean daily to 
avoid caking and fungal growth on it

7. Clean and cold portable water must always be 
available in ample quantity to the animals

8. Disposal of excreta, feeds and fodder waste 
should be arranged at some distance away from 
the animal shed

9. Provide well balanced good quality diet according 
to age, size, breed and purpose of rearing

10. Segregation of diseased animals from healthy 
ones

11. Restrict the entry of visitor, arrangefoot dip(i.e. 
water mixed, disinfectant) at the entrance of the 
farm to prevent spreading of diseases from one 
farm to another.

Veterinary Hospital, Kohima

On 9th June 2018, a total of 457 
gentlemen cadets, including 
74 from seven friendly coun-

tries, namely Afghanistan, Bhutan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Lesotho, Nigeria, Tajikistan 
and Tanzania. passed out from the pres-
tigious Indian Military Academy (IMA). 
Among the 423 Indian Cadets, Uttar 
Pradesh had the highest 74, followed by 
Haryana with 49, Uttarakhand 40, Ra-
jasthan 30, Bihar 28 and Delhi 23.

My friend’s younger brother Ben-
jong Lumba Chang was the only one 
from Nagaland, who had survived this 
four years training at the Indian Military 
Academy in Dehradun and so it was in-
deed a long awaited time to be part of 
this grand Passing-out-Parade (POP). 
We had booked our flight tickets long 
time back in the month of December, 
2017 in order to attend this particular 
event.

Our younger brother, a Gentleman 
Cadet, that’s what all trainees at the 
IMA are called, was allowed to invite 
only four guests to the passing out pa-
rade, a ceremonial culmination of their 
rigorous training. It was an emotional 
feeling for me to meet him after almost 
two decades to see him stomp out of his 
army camp just like an ordinary guy be-
fore he became an officer in the Indian 
Army. I saw him growing up as a kid in 
the late 90s.

Now this POP is a pretty sought-af-
ter function in and around Dehradun, 
with civilians and armies clamouring 
for entry passes, which is really unusual 
for any military events. Parents, friends, 
relatives, distant relatives, would-be in-
law, everyone wants to be there when 
their boy gets his stars.

Though the POP doesn’t start before 
7:00 hours, we had to reach early by 5:00 
a.m. because of the security checkings 
and limited seating, which is allotted on 
first-come, first-serve basis. And what 
fun it was!  Not forgetting the impres-
sive parade which the GCs put up after 
getting grilled for this particular passing 
out drill for the past one month. Yes, it 
takes that long to get the moves right 
and in sync with around 500 other GCs. 
Now while the GCs were standing in at-
tention, the commentators were rant-
ing about the academy’s history and we 
decided to take up this impossible task 
of finding our GC boy among all those 
lookalikes. He had not given us any idea 
about where he would be standing, so it 
was difficult to figure out where he was 
standing.

The cadets displayed their Army Pa-
rade drills in perfect unison as the cer-
emony was watched by Nepal’s Chief of 
Army Staff Gen Rajendra Chhetri. Con-
gratulating the cadets on the success-
ful completion of their training, Gen 
Chhetri said that their excellent parade 
showed high standards of training and 

it was time to serve their armies with the 
sense of duty, loyalty and service to the 
nation instilled in them by the instruc-
tors of the world class institution. He 
also congratulated the award winners 
for their commendable achievement as 
it reflected the hard work they had put 
in.

Once again, as the contingent pa-
rade pass by in front of us, we tried our 
best to see our boy marching. I wasn’t 
sure but picked among them and con-
cluded that, he maybe the one (Later I 
was told that, unfortunately my guess 
was wrong). Then there was one time 
when the Adjutant of the academy, sit-
ting on a handsome horse right at the 
end of the parade came. As the Adjutant 
was giving a salute to the dignitaries 
present there, his horse also left a scat-
tered poop behind. And what a laughter 
we had! As soon as he left his position 
to move, a man, probably hiding behind 
one of Chetwode’s pillars, ran out with a 
dustpan in hand. In a matter of 30 sec-
onds, he swept the horse’s poop, and 
ran back to disappear behind the Chet-
wode. And I told myself, he is the man 
“whose job is only to watch the horse’s 
ass”.

After the parade, family members 
were asked to move to the Somnath 
Stadium for the oath taking ceremony. 
It was pretty hard for some of the fam-
ily members to move around at armies 
speed because; we all came in different 
shapes and sizes. The stadium was full 
of people high on emotions. It was like 
a movie unfolding right in front of my 
eyes, as teary eyed mothers embraced 
their sons in uniform and fathers were 
proudly introducing them to others. 
Sisters just couldn’t stop taking pictures 
as parents uncovered the stars on their 
brother’s shoulder. I had the opportu-
nity to move around there like a profes-
sional photographer while my friend 
and his father was uncovering the stars 
from our Young Officer’s shoulder with a 
mixed feeling of joy, tears and pride.

The oath-taking ceremony, where 
the new officers vowed to serve the 
country, was a moment of great joy and 
pride. With all their hearts bursting fort, 
in unison they sang the army song and 
all the people gathered there too joined 
them in singing the National Anthem 
with so much respect and pride. It was 
followed by hugging, group push-ups, 
toasting up of their training officers 
and thousands of people dancing in 
the open ground which continued for a 
long time. The Choppers flew just above 
us showering the people with the betel 
of roses from above.

These officers are now bonded 
for life. They may not meet again for 
months or years, but their “course-
mate” would always be the first person 
they help when the need comes.

Lieutenant Benjong Lumba Chang 
hails from a very poor family. His father 

Mr. Kushem Tochu was a daily wage 
earner for the whole family. He had to 
look after a family of two boys and five 
girls. Benjong Chang grew up to be a 
God fearing kid who helped his mom, 
Mrs. Alemla Chang for collecting fire-
wood, farming and then selling the veg-
etables at the Tuensang daily bazaar.

God came to rescue the family when 
his father, as the head of the family de-
cided to embrace the Catholic Faith. 
His mother was not so willing, but the 
promised made by his dad to give up 
the habit of drinking alcohol on regular 
basis after the day’s hard work, made 
his mom to agree to join the Catholic 
Church.

He got admitted to class II at St 
John’s School, Tuensang. Since his fa-
ther had no money to pay the school 
fees, Rev. Father N.K. Abraham was so 
instrumental in helping this new Catho-
lic family. He gave them concession and 
thus Benjong Chang was able to study 
for free till class X. His father would 
spend most of his time working in and 
around the school campus in order to 
meet the needs of the family. Rev. Fr. 
Carlos Angami also continued to sup-
port the family after the transfer of Rev. 
Fr. N.K. Abraham. As a young boy, Ben-
jong Chang use to help his father’s work 
at the school campus after his classes.

He got recruited to the Indian Army 
through the open rally which was held at 
Zunheboto Town in 2006 and served as 
Soldier on General Duty. As a soldier, he 
had money to help his family members 
but his desire to go for regular course in 
higher studies was not possible. He had 
to grab the opportunity to become an 
Indian Soldier before completing Class 
XII. But he never gave up on his studies. 
He enrolled himself for class XII. Be-
cause of his unadjustable holidays and 
exam timings, he was able to sit for the 
exams only after a gap of four years and 
passed in 2nd Division.

After working under so many Army 
Officers, God inspired him to become 
like them. He started preparing for 
the competitive exams. He was able to 
crack the Army Cadet College Entrance 
Exam in his first attempt with 505 mer-
its, out of 1500 selected candidates. He 
got recommendation from 34 SSB Al-
lahabad and was declared medically 
fit. In 2014, he joined the Army Cadet 
College Dehradun, affiliated to JNU. He 
got graduated from ACC and joined the 
full-fledged training at Indian Military 
Academy for one more year.

Life isn’t that easy. We need to make 
sacrifices in order to achieve our dreams 
to come true. Daily physical trainings 
were so hard. Food was altogether dif-
ferent but he adjusted to it. His legs got 
faster. Food was same but became bet-
ter. On that final day it was difficult for 
him to leave his tiny cabin that gave 
him so much needed rest and solace. 
He couldn’t help but has to walk out of 

his room, walk out of his Campus with 
much prayers that many more young 
Nagas may also walk into his way of life.

There are various level for which 
candidates has to get prepared to join 
IMA. Written Exams, Physical, Medical 
requirements and age limit are some 
of the basic requirement on the basis 
of which the candidates are selected. 
It is necessary that the candidates who 
wish to join IMA must have completed 
a degree in any discipline from a recog-
nized university. One needs to pass the 
entrance test as like Other Forces.
Through National Defense Academy 
(NDA) Exam: Candidates who have 
passed their Class 12th are eligible for 
appearing in NDA. Only male candi-
dates are eligible to write this exam. Age 
limit is 16 to 19 years and should be un-
married. It is necessary that the Candi-
dates should have completed 12th with 
required percentage in Physic, Chemis-
try and Maths as main subjects.
Through Combined Defense Service 
(CDS) Exam: Male graduates can join 
IMA through CDSE. They have to ap-
pear for CDSE written and then Pass 
Service Selection Board (SSB). Should 
be medical fit and come in the final 
merit. Age limit is 19 to 24 years. There 
is no certain specific percentage which 
one needs to get in order to apply for the 
CDSE Exam.
Through Technical Graduate Course: 
Those who are studying in final year or 
have completed BE/B. Tech in required 
streams can join IMA through Technical 
Graduate Course. Those who have com-
pleted studies can also join IMA through 
Technical Graduate Course within the 
age of 19 to 25 years. SSB interview is the 
mode of selection here.
Through Army Cadet College: Army 
Cadet College runs a similar pattern 
as that of NDA, both feeding into IMA. 
This is only for any deserving serving 
soldiers who have completed class XII 
can join this college by clearing a writ-
ten test and then pass the Service Selec-
tion Board interview. The total training 
in Army Cadet College is of three years.
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The BASF factory at Ludwigshafen, Germany, pictured on a postcard in 1881. (Courtesy: Wikipedia)
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Today you might 
feel as if you’re walking around in a daze, 
Aries, but it’s a good daze. Your imagination 
and artistic abilities are sharp. Your intuition 

is especially attuned, and the thoughts and feelings of 
others are more apparent to you than they realize. You 
might feel unusually restless at some point and con-
sider going for a workout, or at least a walk. Do it. Get 
those endorphins flowing.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): A group with 
which you’re affiliated with could suddenly 
seem to grow closer, and a family feeling 
could develop among its members. One of 

the members could suddenly appear to you in a new 
light, Taurus, and a romantic attraction might de-
velop. Whether you pursue it or not depends on your 
situation, but you’ll still feel closer to your friends now. 
Some intimate conversations could take place amid 
discussions of other matters.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Family mem-
bers might want to get out in the world today, 
perhaps to attend a festival or rally. This is an 
excellent day to do this sort of thing, Gemini. 

You should be feeling especially energetic and enthusi-
astic, and you’re likely to attract some interesting new 
people your way. Expect your mind to be stimulated by 
lectures or speeches given by public figures. Hop in the 
car, get out, and have some fun.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Family mem-
bers who live far away might be planning a 
visit, and you could discuss it at some length 
today, Cancer. A lot of phone calls or emails 

could be exchanged. You might be considering a move 
to another state or country, but you aren’t likely to 
make definite plans now. Whatever your plans, how-
ever, they’re likely to prove exciting and cause you to 
anticipate the future. Enjoy your day.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Insights shared by a 
family member could lead to possible ways 
to increase your income. Expect to handle a 
lot of paperwork regarding money, Leo, but 

this is a positive development and definitely should 
leave you feeling good about your situation. This is a 
great day to do in-depth research. Your intuition is high 
and you’re apt to see right through superficial appear-
ances to the heart of any matter that interests you.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): If you need to 
execute legal papers of any kind, Virgo, you 
couldn’t find a better day to do it. Relation-
ships, particularly romantic ones, should be 

especially warm, supportive, and rewarding. New and 
interesting people could cross your path. You might 
feel an instant bond with at least one of them. If you 
aren’t currently romantically involved, you could well 
meet someone exciting today. Social events are gratify-
ing and stimulating.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Home and fam-
ily are apt to be your primary focus today, 
Libra. Work around the house might take up 
a lot of your time. You might want to spruce 

up the place and make it more beautiful. Gardening 
could be especially rewarding now. If you’ve wanted 
to try some recipes from a new cookbook, this is the 
day to do it. Your creative impulses regarding food are 
at an all-time high.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Today a strong 
sense of destiny could lead you to someone 
new - either a potential close friend or pro-
spective romantic partner. You’re apt to feel 

especially protective toward this person, Scorpio, and 
even though he or she is new to you. You could feel 
as if you’ve known this person forever. Artistic activi-
ties benefit from increased intuition and physical and 
mental energy. Expect to shine! Enjoy your day.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Volatile 
emotions may come to the surface among 
the members of your household today. This 
could prove irritating for you, Sagittarius, 

but try to avoid becoming involved in others’ quarrels. 
At times like this, a lot could be said that shouldn’t be 
said, and apologies won’t necessarily wipe it out. This 
is a great day to get some work done around the house, 
as your physical energy is high. Make use of your good 
aesthetic sense.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Some-
one distraught or angry, perhaps a relative, 
might phone you today expecting a sym-
pathetic ear and soothing words. You’ll be 

more than able to provide them. This is a great day for 
writing, whether a letter to a friend or the first chapter 
of a novel. Your ability with words is operating at a high 
level. If you’re planning to teach or speak to a group, 
know that words will flow freely.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): A lost posses-
sion could be recovered today. A gift, either 
money or a long-desired item of some kind, 
could bring tears to your eyes, Aquarius. 

Your sense of self-worth should be high at his time, and 
could cause you to feel nurturing towards everyone 
around you who doesn’t have your self-confidence. 
New opportunities for increasing your income could 
come your way. Make the most of them.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Today should 
prove to be a wonderful day, Pisces. Your 
physical energy is good, and you should be 
looking and feeling wonderful. Though you’ll 

probably want to spend most of the day at home, 
you’re likely to attract lots of interesting people in in-
triguing fields into your aura. Your ability to express 
your feelings is also high, so expect some stimulating 
conversations about whatever strikes your fancy. Enjoy 
your day.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

M
ax Weber’s famous text The 
Protestant Ethic and the Spirit 
of Capitalism (1905) is surely 
one of the most misunder-

stood of all the canonical works regularly 
taught, mangled and revered in universi-
ties across the globe. This is not to say that 
teachers and students are stupid, but that 
this is an exceptionally compact text that 
ranges across a very broad subject area, 
written by an out-and-out intellectual at 
the top of his game. He would have been 
dumb founded to find that it was being 
used as an elementary introduction to so-
ciology for undergraduate students, or even 
schoolchildren.

We use the word ‘capitalism’ today as 
if its meaning were self-evident, or else as 
if it came from Marx, but this casualness 
must be set aside. ‘Capitalism’ was Weber’s 
own word and he defined it as he saw fit. 
Its most general meaning was quite simply 
modernity itself: capitalism was ‘the most 
fateful power in our modern life’. More spe-
cifically, it controlled and generated ‘mod-
ern Kultur’, the code of values by which 
people lived in the 20th-century West, and 
now live, we may add, in much of the 21st-
century globe. So the ‘spirit’ of capitalism 
is also an ‘ethic’, though no doubt the title 
would have sounded a bit flat if it had been 
called The Protestant Ethic and the Ethic of 
Capitalism.

This modern ‘ethic’ or code of values 
was unlike any other that had gone before. 
Weber supposed that all previous ethics – 
that is, socially accepted codes of behaviour 
rather than the more abstract propositions 
made by theologians and philosophers 
– were religious. Religions supplied clear 
messages about how to behave in society 
in straightforward human terms, messages 
that were taken to be moral absolutes bind-
ing on all people. In the West this meant 
Christianity, and its most important social 
and ethical prescription came out of the 
Bible: ‘Love thy neighbour.’ Weber was not 
against love, but his idea of love was a pri-
vate one – a realm of intimacy and sexual-
ity. As a guide to social behaviour in public 
places ‘love thy neighbour’ was obviously 

nonsense, and this was a principal reason 
why the claims of churches to speak to 
modern society in authentically religious 
terms were marginal. He would not have 
been surprised at the long innings enjoyed 
by the slogan ‘God is love’ in the 20th-cen-
tury West – its career was already launched 
in his own day – nor that its social conse-
quences should have been so limited.

The ethic or code that dominated pub-
lic life in the modern world was very differ-
ent. Above all it was impersonal rather than 
personal: by Weber’s day, agreement on 
what was right and wrong for the individual 
was breaking down. The truths of religion 
– the basis of ethics – were now contested, 
and other time-honoured norms – such as 
those pertaining to sexuality, marriage and 
beauty – were also breaking down. (Here 
is a blast from the past: who today would 
think to uphold a binding idea of beauty?) 

Values were increasingly the property of 
the individual, not society. So instead of 
humanly warm contact, based on a shared, 
intuitively obvious understanding of right 
and wrong, public behaviour was cool, re-
served, hard and sober, governed by strict 
personal self-control. Correct behaviour 
lay in the observance of correct procedures. 
Most obviously, it obeyed the letter of the 
law (for who could say what its spirit was?) 
and it was rational. It was logical, consist-
ent, and coherent; or else it obeyed unques-
tioned modern realities such as the power 
of numbers, market forces and technology.

There was another kind of disintegra-
tion besides that of traditional ethics. The 
proliferation of knowledge and reflection 
on knowledge had made it impossible for 
any one person to know and survey it all. 
In a world which could not be grasped as 
a whole, and where there were no univer-

sally shared values, most people clung to 
the particular niche to which they were 
most committed: their job or profession. 
They treated their work as a post-religious 
calling, ‘an absolute end in itself’, and if the 
modern ‘ethic’ or ‘spirit’ had an ultimate 
found ation, this was it. One of the most 
widespread clichés about Weber’s thought 
is to say that he preached a work ethic. This 
is a mistake. He personally saw no particu-
lar virtue in sweat – he thought his best ide-
as came to him when relaxing on a sofa with 
a cigar – and had he known he would be 
misunder stood in this way, he would have 
pointed out that a capacity for hard work 
was something that did not dist inguish the 
modern West from previous soc ieties and 
their value systems. However, the idea that 
people were being ever more defined by the 
blinkered focus of their employment was 
one he regarded as profoundly modern and 

characteristic.
The blinkered pro fessional ethic was 

common to entrepreneurs and an increas-
ingly high-wage, skilled labour force, and 
it was this combination that produced a 
situation where the ‘highest good’ was the 
making of money and ever more money, 
without any limit. This is what is most read-
ily recognisable as the ‘spirit’ of capitalism, 
but it should be stressed that it was not a 
simple ethic of greed which, as Weber rec-
ognised, was age-old and eternal. In fact 
there are two sets of ideas here, though they 
overlap. There is one about potentially uni-
versal rational pro cedures – specialisation, 
logic, and formally consistent behaviour 
– and another that is closer to the modern 
economy, of which the central part is the 
professional ethic. The modern situation 
was the product of narrow-minded adhe-
sion to one’s particular function under a 
set of conditions where the attempt to un-
derstand modernity as a whole had been 
abandoned by most people. As a result they 
were not in control of their own destiny, but 
were governed by the set of rational and 
impersonal pro cedures which he likened 
to an iron cage, or ‘steel housing’. Given its 
rational and impersonal foundations, the 
housing fell far short of any human ideal 
of warmth, spontaneity or breadth of out-
look; yet rationality, technology and legal-
ity also produced material goods for mass 
consumption in unprecedented amounts. 
For this reason, though they could always 
do so if they chose to, people were unlikely 
to leave the housing ‘until the last hundred-
weight of fossil fuel is burned up’.

It is an extremely powerful analysis, 
which tells us a great deal about the 20th-
century West and a set of Western ideas and 
priorities that the rest of the world has been 
increasingly happy to take up since 1945. 
It derives its power not simply from what 
it says, but because Weber sought to place 
under standing before judgment, and to see 
the world as a whole. If we wish to go be-
yond him, we must do the same.

(Peter Ghosh is an associate professor of 
history and Jean Duffield fellow in modern 

history at St Anne’s College, University of 
Oxford.)

A 
couple of months back, when 
Facebook CEO Mark Zucker-
berg was asked if users data on 
his platform was at risk, he un-

ambiguously said ‘No, adding that there 
was no way the data of his users could 
be breached or “improperly shared” on a 
massive scale.

The Cambridge Analytica data scan-
dal proved him wrong -- and then, under 
intense media scrutiny, a couple of late 
admissions about users’ personal data 
being accessed by third parties revealed 
that all was not well behind the firewalls 
and Artificial Intelligence (AI)-driven sys-
tems at Facebook.

Fresh reports surfaced last week that 
Facebook provided select companies 
“customised data-sharing deals” that let 
them gain “special access to user records”.

Another media report exposed how 
the social network allowed about 60 de-
vice makers, including Chinese smart-
phone players, access personal informa-
tion of users and their friends. Facebook 
later admitted sharing users’ data with 
Chinese company Huawei, along with 
three other China-based smartphone 
makers — Lenovo, OPPO and TCL.

The bare fact is that the 2.19 billion 
monthly active users (217 million in In-
dia) on Facebook constitute the world’s 
biggest marketplace and the mining of 
personal data drives profits for both the 
social media giant and its advertisers.

In 2017, the social media network’s 
advertising revenue grew strongly at 49 
per cent to reach $39.9 billion.

Facebook’s mobile advertising rev-

enue represented approximately 91 per 
cent of advertising revenue for the first 
quarter of 2018 — up from approximately 
85 per cent of advertising revenue in the 
first quarter of 2017.

The plain truth is that advertisers 
need a constant flow of data for a target-
ed, customised approach to reach a big-
ger audience. Facebook has a vast pool of 
data that, when curated into specific data 
sets, helps push ads according to various 
age and other groups.

Last year, a confidential 23-page Fa-
cebook document prepared by the com-
pany’s two top Australian executives out-
lined how the social network can target 
“moments when young people need a 
confidence boost” in pinpoint detail.

Facebook collected the information 
on a person’s moods — including feeling 
“worthless”, “overwhelmed” and “nerv-
ous” — and then divulged the same to 
advertisers who used it to target them.

The company later admitted it was 
wrong to target children and apologised. 
“We have opened an investigation to un-
derstand the process failure and improve 
our oversight. We will undertake discipli-
nary and other processes as appropriate,” 
a Facebook spokeswoman told The Aus-
tralian newspaper.

It will, thus, be naïve to think that Fa-
cebook was completely caught off-guard 
when it came to knowing about users’ 
data being used for various purposes, in-
cluding political gain during elections.

All is not, however, yet lost for Face-
book when it comes to showing respect 
for the humongous data it has.

While apologies are being written eve-
ry other day - including “we are learning 

from our mistakes” - a humble admission 
that every bit of users’ data was sacro-
sanct, was not up for sale or to be shared 
with third parties should have come first.

Then comes the second part: Looking 
at how other tech companies like Micro-
soft or Apple are holding their forte when 
it comes to data security, shun arrogance 
and forge strategic alliances to gain deep-
er insights.

The third and final part is to abide 
by the law of the land, irrespective of the 
country.

“Persons or organisations which col-
lect and manage your personal infor-
mation must protect it from misuse and 
must respect certain rights of the data 
owners which are guaranteed by EU law,” 
says the new General Data Protection 
Regulation (GDPR) that came into force 
on May 25.

Facebook has promptly introduced 
changes to its privacy policy regarding 
GDPR but the effort has to be done across 
the board for all countries.

Before Zuckerberg hires 20,000 peo-
ple to secure his users’ data by the end of 
this year — as he promised the US Senate 
and EU lawmakers -- the biggest lesson 
for Facebook in 2018 is that users are not 
guinea pigs and their online expressions 
must be kept encrypted, in safe lockers 
somewhere on Cloud.

Taking users’ personal space for grant-
ed cannot go on for long, especially at a 
time when millennials are becoming more 
aware of their digital rights and govern-
ments the world over are busy drafting laws 
to deal with the new social media reality.

(Nishant Arora can be contacted at 
nishant.a@ians.in)

There is a lion roaring inside 
of you;

Wanting to scream for 
justice!

Many innocent lives 
destroyed in front of you

Your hands are not tied yet 
you can do nothing

So much of anger inside of 
you

Not because of the 
corruption around you
But because you can do 

nothing about it
You’ve tried many times to 

fight for it;
Only if people were as 

concerned as you

Helpless and frustrated;
No one to walk the talk

You think so low of yourself
Because you have no money 

and power
After all it has all gone into 

wrong hands

You can feel the blood in 
your eyes seeing the ugly 

truth of the society
You’ve tried a thousand 

times to bring unity among 
tribes;

All they did was blame you 
and assume you have no 
respect for their tribe and 

culture

You tried to used the best 

possible way to talk about 
peace in the society;

All they did was appreciate 
you and never bothered 
to take the initiative to 

bring the change, the good 
change!

They have buried you so 
deep,

You have no more strength 
or confidence 

But if you give up now,
Who will take the next stand?

You have chosen this path;
You cannot give up now

The pain and struggle you 
are in,

will be a blessing to many 
someday

Be selfless just one more 
time 

Your struggles for a 
corruption free society will 

never go in vain
Your one step of bravery 

will encourage thousands 
to bring positive changes in 

life;
Not just in words and 

pictures!

You cannot give up now
You haven’t lose the battle 

yet
You lose when you quit!

Don’t you think our society 
needs more of people like 

you?

What Did Max Weber Mean by the ‘Spirit’ of Capitalism?

Users are No Guinea Pigs, Mr. Facebook You Lose When You Quit
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Rahul compares Modi with 
fugitives, says ‘he may run away’ 

Militants to blame if forces hit them harder 
after peace initiative ends — Omar Abdullah

Special court issues non-bailable 
warrant against Nirav Modi & kin 

Chidambaram questioned by ED 
for seven hours in Aircel-Maxis case 

Protesting for you, Kejriwal tells Delhiites 
as he braces for another night at LG House 

Sanctity of exams will be lost if courts keep on interfering — SC  President Kovind to visit 
Greece, Suriname, Cuba 

PTI

Congress Party President Rahul Gandhi waves as he arrives to attend a booth level meeting with his party 
workers, in Mumbai on Tuesday, June 12, 2018.

PTI

Former finance minister P Chidambaram arrives at the Enforcement Directorate office, in New Delhi on 
Tuesday, June 12, 2018.

PTI

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal, Deputy CM Manish Sisodia, Aam Aadmi Party leaders Satyendra 
Kumar Jain and Gopal Rai during a sit-in protest at Lieutenant Governor Anil Baijal’s residence, in New 
Delhi on Tuesday, June 12, 2018.

Omar Abdullah

Mumbai/Thane, June 12 
(IANS): Without naming 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, Congress President 
Rahul Gandhi on Tues-
day compared him with 
prominent fugitives and 
expressed suspicion that 
even “he may run away” 
like Nirav Modi, Vijay 
Mallya and Lalit Modi.

“Nirav Modi and Me-
hul Choksi ran away with 
INR 35,000 crore, Vijay 
Mallya took off with INR 
9,000 crore and even La-
lit Modi decamped... But 
he says nothing... He will 
also run away,” Gandhi 
said, addressing a mas-
sive meeting of the party’s 
booth-level workers in 
suburban Goregaon this 
evening.

Launching his sharpest 
attack on the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) and Modi, 
Gandhi said claimed there 
was “fear” now in Modi’s 
voice.

“Unki awaaz me ek 
ghabraahat hai (There 
is fear in his voice)... The 
Pr ime Minister  runs 
the countr y through 
‘bhaashans’ (speeches) 
only... But I am not scared 
as I am a soldier of truth,” 
Gandhi said amid spon-
taneous rounds of claps 
punctuating his speech.

He said Modi had con-
tended that he would be a 
watchman of the country 
and not the Prime Min-
ister, but instead he has 
become “a watchman for 
only 15 to 20 rich people”.

Gandhi said the coun-
try is suffering under the 
“lies” of Modi, while the 
Congress always stood for 

the truth.
Hinting at Opposition 

unity in the forthcoming 
Lok Sabha elections, he 
warned that the Congress 
and all other parties to-
gether will defeat the BJP.

“In Gujarat, you barely 
survived... In Karnataka 
you were thrown out. In 
R a j a s t h a n ,  M a d h y a 
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh, 
you will be nowhere in the 
picture. The Congress and 
Opposition parties will 
unitedly vanquish you,” 
Gandhi said.

Referring to the de-
monetization of Novem-
ber 2016, the Congress 
President said that the 
common masses who 
used to eke out a survival 
with INR 500 or INR 1,000 
were suddenly left in the 
lurch as the government 

laughingly spiked those 
currencies.

However, he said a cer-
tain Jayesh Shah (refer-
ring to BJP president Amit 
Shah’s son) did not suffer 
and could convert his INR 
50,000 to INR 80 crore in a 
short time.

Accusing the BJP and 
Modi of spreading hatred 
throughout the country, 
Gandhi pointed out that 
the Congress has always 
united India and taken 
everybody along.

“The ordinary Indians 
who voted for the BJP had 
faith in the Prime Min-
ister, but now they feel 
Modi has betrayed their 
trust totally. Farmers were 
expecting proper prices 
for the produce from him, 
but now they die alone 
and the Prime Minister is 

not there with them... He 
has made everybody cry,” 
Gandhi said.

He demanded to know 
where are the two crore 
jobs Modi promised, re-
iterating that the coun-
try continues to reel from 
high inflation, spiralling 
petrol-diesel prices and 
unemployment.

Earlier, Gandhi, who 
attended a court hearing 
in a defemation case in 
Bhiwandi (in adjoining 
Thane district), said: “Ours 
is a fight of ideology and 
the system... Let them file 
any number of court cases 
against me, I shall fight 
them... I am not bothered.

Bhiwandi Court judge 
A.I. Shaikh summoned 
Gandhi to the witness box 
and read out the charges 
against him, to which he 

pleaded not guilty. 
The defamation case 

was filed by Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) 
activist Rajesh Kunte who 
objected to Gandhi’s utter-
ances at an election rally 
in March 2014 wherein he 
blamed the RSS for the kill-
ing of Mahatma Gandhi.

The matter will come 
up for further hearing on 
August 10.

Arriving here this 
morning on his maiden 
visit to Maharashtra after 
taking over as Congress 
President, Gandhi was 
greeted with hoardings 
proclaiming him as the 
‘Future Prime Minister’ 
on the roads outside the 
Mumbai Airport to Thane.

He was accorded a 
warm welcome by state 
party President Ashok 
Chavan, Mumbai city chief 
Sanjay Nirupam, party 
General Secretary Mo-
han Prakash, former Chief 
Minister Prithviraj Cha-
van, Leader of Opposition 
Radhakrishna Vikhe-Patil, 
former Union Ministers 
Ashok Gehlot and Guru-
das Kamat, former state 
ministers Naseem Khan 
and Manikrao Thakre, and 
other leaders like Janard-
han Chandurkar, Bhai Jag-
tap, Raju Waghmare and 
hundreds of party workers.

This afternoon, Gan-
dhi launched the Con-
gress’ national initiative 
‘Project Shakti’ by which 
the he would establish 
direct communication 
between the grassroots 
workers and the party’s 
central leadership, said 
Nirupam.

Srinagar, June 12 (PTI): 
Former Jammu and Kash-
mir chief minister Omar 
Abdullah today said mili-
tants “will only have them-
selves to blame” if security 
forces hit them harder than 
before after the Centre’s 
peace initiative ends. 

On May 16, the Union 
government directed se-
curity forces not to launch 
counter-terror operations 

during Ramzan but said 
they reserve the right to 
retaliate if attacked. 

“With the militant or-
ganisations doing their best 
to make sure the ceasefire 
is a failure they will only 
have themselves to blame 
if the security forces come 
back at them even harder 
when the ceasefire ends,” 
Abdullah tweeted.

He was reacting to the 

two militant attacks in 
south Kashmir’s Anantnag 
and Pulwama districts in 
which two policemen were 
killed and six other security 
personnel were injured. 

Abdullah said those 
who killed the policemen 
in Pulwama “deserve noth-
ing but eternal flames of 
hell”. “And that too on the 
night of Shab-e-Qadr. The 
killers of these police per-
sonnel deserve nothing 
but the eternal flames of 
hell & that is where they 
are destined to find them-
selves. Condolences to the 
families of the deceased,” 
he said on Twitter. 

In Anantnag, six Cen-
tral Reserve Police Force 
(CRPF) jawans sustained 
minor injuries in a grenade 
attack by terrorists. 

Shab-e-Qadr (night of 
power and blessings) is 
the 27th night of the holy 
month of Ramzan when 
Muslims throng mosques 
to offer nightlong prayers.

Mumbai, June 12 (PTI): A special court in 
Mumbai todayissued non-bailable war-
rant against diamantaire Nirav Modi and 
his family members in the over USD 2 bil-
lion Punjab National Bank fraud case after 
taking cognisance of a charge sheet filed by 
the Enforcement Directorate last month.

The ED had last week moved the spe-
cial court seeking warrants against the ac-
cused persons. The non-bailable warrants 
(NBWs) were issued by Special Prevention 
of Money Laundering Act (PMLA) judge 
Salman Azmee against Nirav Modi and 10 
others, including his family members.

The ED had last month filed a 12,000-
page chargesheet in the multi-crore 
Punjab National Bank (PNB) cheating 

and fraud case against Nirav Modi and 23 
others, including his father Deepak Modi, 
sister Purvi Mehta, brother-in-law Maiank 
Mehta, brother Neeshal Modi and another 
relative Nehal Modi.

The ED has charged the accused under 
various sections of the Indian Penal Code 
and the Prevention of Money Laundering 
Act (PMLA) in the over INR 13,000 crore 
PNB scam case. Nirav Modi is said to have 
left the country before criminal cases were 
lodged against him. In a meeting held be-
tween Union Minister of State for Home 
Kiren Rijiju and UK Minister of State for 
Countering Extremism, Baroness Williams 
in Delhi yesterday, the UK side confirmed 
the presence of Nirav Modi in Britain.

New Delhi, June 12 (IANS): 
The Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) on Tuesday 
questioned former Finance 
Minister and Congress 
leader P. Chidambaram 
for over “seven hours” in 
the INR 3,500 crore Aircel-
Maxis deal case, officials 
said.

An ED official said 
Chidambaram appeared 
for questioning at the ED 
office around 11 a.m. He 
was summoned to appear 
on June 6, a day after the 
agency questioned him for 
over five hours.

The official said that he 
left around 5.15 p.m.

After coming out of the 
ED office, Chidambaram 
reiterated that there is “no 
FIR and offence” as alleged.

“Another round of 
questions by ED in Aircel-
Maxis case. I remind my-
self that there is no FIR 
and no offence is alleged,” 
Chidambaram said in a 
tweet.

It was the second time 
time when the Congress 
leader joined the probe. 
Earlier, the ED has ques-
tioned him on June 5 for 
over five hours. The ED had 
issued a fresh summons to 
him on June 6 to appear 
before the investigating of-
ficer of the case. 

The agency recorded 

New Delhi, June 12 (IANS): 
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal in a video message 
released on Tuesday told 
Delhiites that he is pro-
testing for them as he and 
three of his Ministers pre-
pared to continue their sit-
in in the Raj Niwas drawing 
room for another night.

“The protest is for you 
all, for the people of Delhi, 
so that you can get roads, 
schools, hospitals, Mo-
halla Clinics, water and 
electricity,” Kejriwal said 
in the video that was put 
out in the social media and 

also circulated on various 
WhatsApp groups.

Kejriwal claimed the 
IAS officers were “only 
working on important 
files” and “not responding 
to Ministers’ calls and mes-
sages, and not attending 
our meetings”.

Kejriwal, along with his 
three senior Ministers -- 
Manish Sisodia, Satyendar 
Jain and Gopal Rai -- has 
been camping in the Raj 
Niwas, the official accom-
modation-cum-office of Lt. 
Governor Anil Baijal, since 
Monday evening. 

The demands include 
a direction to IAS officers 
working in the Delhi ad-
ministration to end their 
“strike”, action against 
officers who have struck 
work for “four months” 
and approval to his govern-
ment’s proposal for door-
step delivery of ration to 
the poor.  The AAP leaders 
also exhorted the common 
people of Delhi through a 
video message to join the 
protest march.

The police have already 
beefed up security outside 
Raj Niwas, with paramili-

New Delhi, June 12 (IANS): 
President Ram Nath Ko-
vind will embark on an 
eight-day, three-nation 
tour from June 16 that will 
see him going to Greece, 
Suriname and Cuba, it was 
announced on Tuesday.

He will hold a meeting 
with Pavlopoulus as well as 
with Greek Prime Minister 
Alexis Tsipras and Leader 
of the Opposition Kyriakos 
Mitsotakis.

Kovind will also meet 
Indian and Greek CEOs 
and deliver a speech on 
“India and Europe in a 
Changing World” at the 
Hellenic Foundation for 
Europe and Foreign Policy, 
a leading Greek think tank.

According to Bhat-
tacharjee, India-Greece 
bilateral trade stands at 
$530 million and some 
Indian companies are also 
present in the infrastruc-
ture, pharmaceutical and 

steel sectors in that central 
European nation.

With Greece being 
home to a 12,000-strong 
Indian diaspora, Kovind 
will also interact with 
members of the commu-
nity.

From Greece, Kovind 
will leave for Suriname on 
June 19 in what will be the 
first ever visit by an Indian 
head of state to the South 
American nation.

Partha Satpathy, Joint 
Secretary (Latin America 
and Caribbean), said that 
Kovind’s visits to Suriname 
and Cuba are a reflection 
of New Delhi giving more 
importance from this year 
to ties with Latin America.

While in Suriname at 
the invitation of President 
Desi Bouterse, following 
official talks, some agree-
ments are expected to 
be signed, including on 
health and information 

technology. India will of-
fer some lines of credit 
as part of development 
assistance. With 37 per 
cent of Suriname’s popu-
lation being people of In-
dian origin, Kovind will 
also lay the foundation of 
a Vivekananda Cultural 
Centre.

Most of these Indian-
origin people are descend-
ants of indentured labour 
brought to work in sugar-
cane plantations, the first 
batch of whom arrived 
in 1873. From Suriname, 
he and his delegation will 
leave for Cuba which again 
will be the first ever presi-
dential visit from India 
to the Caribbean island 
country.

He said that Kovind will 
interact with Cuba’s new 
leadership under Presi-
dent Miguel Diaz-Canel.

Kovind will conclude 
his visit on June 23.

New Delhi, June 12 (PTI): The Su-
preme Court today said the sanc-
tity of an examination would be 
lost if courts through their power 
of judicial review keep interfering 
with the decisions taken by author-
ities conducting competitive tests. 

The top court said a line needs 
to be drawn to determine to what 
extent a judicial review can be al-
lowed of the decisions taken by 
authorities conducting the exami-
nations.

A vacation bench of justices 
U U Lalit and Deepak Gupta ob-
served this while reserving its 
verdict for June 14 on a plea by 
students seeking stay or cancel-
lation of an upper-subordinate 
services exam conducted by the 
Uttar Pradesh Public Service Com-
mission (UPPSC).

The students have alleged in 
the plea that answers to several 
questions asked in the UPPSC’s 
preliminary examination held last 
year were “incorrect”.

They also said that the UPPSC 
has not followed the Allahabad 
High Court’s order of March 30 
by which it had directed for re-
evaluation of answer sheets of the 

preliminary examination.
“The sanctity of an examina-

tion will be lost if we keep on in-
terfering with the decisions taken 
by an authority conducting the 
competitive examination through 
the power of judicial review,” the 
bench said.

The mains examination, which 
was earlier postponed, is now 
scheduled to be held on June 18.

The high court, in its March 30 
order, had also said that candidates 
who were found to have qualified 
the preliminary examination as a 
result of re-evaluation would be 
entitled to appear in the main writ-
ten exam.

The UPPSC has challenged the 
high court’s order in the top court, 
which had on May 18 stayed the 
high court’s directive.

During the hearing today, the 
bench said that courts could use its 
power of judicial review and direct 
for corrective measures only when 
there was a manifest error or a hu-
man error, which on the face of it 
was wrong.

“In writ jurisdiction, we can 
only see whether the due process 
of law was followed for arriving at 

a decision or not, but we cannot 
go into the decision itself,” it said.

“The committees of 26 experts 
conducted a workshop for two 
days and examined all the objec-
tions after which the final list was 
declared on January 19, 2018,” he 
said, adding that the examination 
should not be stalled or cancelled.

Singh said that there were sev-
eral verdicts of the apex court, 
which said that decision of an 
expert committee will be final and 
the top court should not stall or 
cancel the mains examination as 
arrangements have been done for 
over 16,000 candidates, who have 
qualified the preliminary exami-
nation.

The counsel appearing for 
some of the students, who had 
challenged the results of the pre-
liminary examination before the 
high court, said neither the first an-
swer key declared by the UPPSC in 
November last year nor the second 
answer key declared in January 
were “sacrosanct”.

To this, the court said, “The 
courts can only interfere with the 
decisions only when there is a 
human error or a manifest error 

which on the face of it is wrong.”
It said that in the present case, 

there was an in-built process of 
moderation and all the objections 
were considered and examined 
by an expert committee of 26 
members.

The top court said that the situ-
ation would have been different 
had the moderation exercise was 
not followed in the present case or 
there was a palpable error.

The top court said wherever a 
proper reasoning was involved to 
reach at a particular answer, the 
court should not enter into that 
arena.

The high court in its order on 
March 30 had refused to direct the 
commission to hold fresh prelimi-
nary examination, but had asked 
for re-evaluation of answer sheets 
of all the candidates after deleting 
one question.

The UPPSC had conducted 
the examination for 677 posts of 
upper-subordinate services of the 
state for which advertisement was 
issued on February, 2017.

The preliminary examination 
for 677 posts was conducted in 
September 2017.

his statement under the 
Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA).

Earlier, a Delhi court 
had extended the interim 
protection to him from 
arrest till July 10 in con-
nection with the case, after 
directing him to join the 
probe whenever required. 

The questioning is part 
of ED’s investigation in a 

money laundering case 
registered in 2017 against 
Chidambaram’s son Karti 
Chidambaram in the Air-
cel-Maxis case.

The Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) and ED 
are investigating how Karti 
Chidambaram allegedly 
managed to get a clearance 
from the Foreign Invest-
ment Promotion Board 

(FIPB) in the Aircel-Maxis 
deal when his father was 
the Union Finance Minis-
ter in 2006.

The ED, in September 
2017, had attached INR 
1.16 crore worth of assets 
of Karti Chidambaram, 
who is being probed for 
allegedly receiving kick-
backs in lieu of the FIPB 
clearance.

tary and police personnel 
deployed in a 2-kilometre 
radius of the LG’s office.

He also said that there 
had been no communi-
cation from the Lt. Gov-
ernor’s office till Tuesday 
evening and hence Kejri-
wal and others would stay 
put there.  According to 
party sources, no food was 
served to the Ministers 
from the Lt. Governor’s of-
fice, though party support-
ers and the Chief Minister’s 
residence was supplying 
them food. 

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) on Tuesday hit back 
at Kejriwal and termed the 
protest as “a planned trick 
to divert people’s attention 
from the real issues of poor 
health system in govern-
ment hospitals and acute 
water shortage in the city”.

He said that the Delhi 
BJP MPs and MLAs would 
go and protest outside the 
Chief Minister’s residence 
over water and electricity 
crises in Delhi.

Union Minister of State 
for Home Affairs Kiren 
Rijiju dubbed Kejriwal’s 
protest as “drama” and 
wondered how long this 
would go on.

The Congress, too, 
called the AAP protest a 
ploy to cover up its failures.
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U.S. President Donald Trump shakes hands with North Korea leader Kim Jong Un at the Capella resort on Sentosa Island on Tuesday, June 12, 
in Singapore.

The new World Trade Centre that was opened for business on Mon-
day, June 11. 

Phillip Lee

Singapore, June 12 (IANS): 
US President Donald 
Trump and North Kore-
an leader Kim Jong-un 
pledged to completely 
denuclearize the Korean 
Peninsula in exchange for 
security guarantees for 
Pyongyang during their 
landmark summit here 
on Tuesday, ushering in 
the start of a new era that 
could break a cycle of nu-
clear brinkmanship and 
stave off a military con-
frontation.

“Chairman Kim has 
before him an opportu-
nity like no other to be 
remembered as the leader 
who ushered in a glorious 
new era of prosperity for 
his people,” Trump said 
at a news conference in 
Singapore following more 
than four hours of talks 
with Kim.

“He reaffirmed his un-
wavering commitment 
to the complete denu-
clearization of the Korean 
Peninsula,” the US leader 
said, adding that Kim also 
agreed to destroy a missile 
site in North Korea. “We’re 
ready to write a new chap-
ter between our nations.”

Earlier in the day, 
Trump and Kim met at 
the Capella Hotel on Sin-
gapore’s resort island of 
Sentosa and signed a pact 
committing to work to-
wards the development 

of fresh relations and pro-
mote “peace, prosperity 
and security” in the region. 

“President  Tr ump 
committed to provide se-
curity guarantees to North 
Korea and Chairman Kim 
reaffirmed his firm and 
unwavering commitment 
to complete denucleariza-
tion of the Korean Penin-
sula,” the agreement said.

Trump said he would 
push for North Korea 
to denuclearize as “fast 
as it can mechanically” 
but added it could take 
a long time. He said that 
sanctions on North Korea 
would be removed “when 
we are sure the nukes are 
no longer a factor”.

The US leader said the 
summit marked a “great 
moment in the history of 
the world” and stressed 
that denuclearization 
would be verifiable by in-
ternational and US ex-
perts. Trump and Kim 
agreed to have follow-on 
negotiations led by US 
Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo and a senior 
North Korean official. 

Trump also said joint 
military exercises with 
South Korea would be 
halted, which he described 
as “too expensive”. He said 
he had agreed to stop the 
“war games” because he 
considers them “very pro-
vocative” and said it would 

Trump, Kim agree on denuclearisation; ready to write new chapter

New World Trade Centre skyscraper opens

25 killed in Taliban attacks on first 
day of ceasefire in Afghanistan

China hopes G7 shoulders responsibilities for peace, development

US unveils new de facto embassy in Taiwan US-backed militants planning chemical 
attack in Syria — Russian military

UK minister resigns as Theresa May faces Brexit crunch time

save the US “a tremendous 
amount of money”.

The war games would 
not be revived “unless and 
until we see the future 
negotiation is not go-
ing along like it should”, 
Trump said, adding that he 
believed his North Korean 
counterpart would live up 

to the agreement. 
Trump also said he 

hopes to eventually with-
draw US forces from South 
Korea, but said “that’s not 
part of the equation right 
now”. 

He said he had invit-
ed Kim to visit the White 
House and that the North 

Korean leader had accept-
ed his invitation. 

Pyongyang and Wash-
ington also agreed to 
commit to recovering the 
remains of prisoners of 
war and those missing in 
action during the 1950-53 
Korean War, including an 
immediate repatriation of 

those already identified.
One major issue that 

appeared to remain un-
resolved following the 
summit was North Ko-
rea’s brutal human rights 
record, which Trump had 
slammed in 2017 after 
the death of US college 
student Otto Warmbier, 

Beijing, June 12 (IANS): A Chi-
nese Foreign Ministry spokesper-
son has expressed hope that the 
Group of Seven (G7) will follow 
the trend of the times and play a 
constructive role for peace, secu-
rity and common development.

“The members of the G7 are 
important developed countries. 
We hope that their cooperation 
can follow the trend of the times 
and the member states can shoul-
der their due responsibilities, 
make contributions, and play a 

constructive role in safeguarding 
international peace and security, 
and promoting common develop-
ment of all countries,” spokesper-
son Geng Shuang said at a daily 
press briefing on Monday.

Geng’s remarks came after 
media reports contrasting the 
rift of the G7 summit with the 
success of the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organization (SCO) Qingdao 
summit, Xinhua reported.

China continues to maintain 
that countries should develop 

ties based on principles including 
mutual respect, equality, and non-
interferences in internal affairs, 
and that multilateral cooperation 
should be open, inclusive, and not 
targeting any third party, Geng 
said.

China is committed to foster-
ing a new type of international 
relations featuring mutual re-
spect, fairness, justice, and win-
win cooperation, and building a 
community with a shared future 
for humanity, he said, adding 

that the holding of a series of 
large-scale international confer-
ences including the SCO Qingdao 
summit was part of the efforts 
toward this.

Geng said China is willing to 
continue working with the inter-
national community including 
the G7 members toward this goal.

The G7 includes the seven 
leading industrialized countries, 
namely Canada, France, Ger-
many, Italy, Japan, the United 
Kingdom and the United States.

New York, June 12 (IANS): 
A new World Trade Centre 
skyscraper was opened 
for business in New York 
city, 16 years after the 2001 
terror attacks.

The 80-storey known 
as 3 World Trade Centre, 
which rises to 1,079 feet, 
opened on Monday after 
years of delay and lack of 
funding and marks the 
fifth tallest building in the 
city, Xinhua news agency 
reported on Tuesday.

The tower, designed 
by Pritzker Prize-winning 
British architect Richard 
Rogers, becomes the sec-
ond-to-last building to 
open on the 16-acre site 
where about 2,700 people 
were killed when hijacked 
airplanes crashed into the 
World Trade Centre twin 
towers in the September 
11, 2001, terror attacks.

New York Governor 
Andrew Cuomo called the 
building “a soaring symbol 
of revitalisation of down-
town New York City and a 
testament to the enduring 
spirit of New Yorkers after 
9/11”.

Around 40 per cent 
of the office spaces in 
the building, which fea-
tures column-free stories 
equipped with full-height 
glass windows, have been 
leased, Larry Silverstein, 
Chairman of trade cen-
tre developer Silverstein 
Properties, said at the rib-
bon-cutting ceremony.

Tenants include media 
investment firm GroupM, 
stock exchange company 
IEX and management 
consulting firm McKinsey.

Since the September 

who was held captive in 
Pyongyang for 17 months 
and then released in a 
coma. 

The University of Vir-
ginia student died days 
after he was flown home to 
his family in Ohio. Trump 
said human rights issues 
were raised on Tuesday, 
but he did not give details. 
He said Warmbier “did not 
die in vain”.

After the announce-
ment on the joint exercises 
by Trump, South Korea’s 
presidential office said: 
“We need to try to un-
derstand what President 
Trump said.” 

However, a spokesman 
for South Korean Presi-
dent Moon Jae-in said that 
South Korea understood 
the need to try to make 
progress in North Korea’s 
relations with the US.

“We believe we need to 
pursue various measures 
to efficiently move the 
dialogue forward during 
serious ongoing talks to 
denuclearize the Korean 
Peninsula and to establish 
good relations between 
North Korea and the US,” 
the spokesman said.

India welcomed the 
Singapore meeting and 
described it as a “positive 
development”.

“We hope that the out-
comes of the US-DPRK 
Summit will be imple-

mented, thus paving the 
way for lasting peace and 
stability in the Korean Pe-
ninsula,” said the External 
Affairs Ministry. 

China said that sanc-
tions against Pyongyang 
could be eased if it com-
plies with the UN resolu-
tion.

“China has consist-
ently held that sanc-
tions are not the goal in 
themselves. The Security 
Council’s actions should 
support and conform to 
the efforts of current dip-
lomatic talks towards de-
nuclearising the Korean 
Peninsula, and promote 
a political solution for the 
peninsula.”

The dollar however 
jumped to a 3-week top 
and Asian shares rose on 
news of the agreement.

Trump said he had 
formed a “very special 
bond” with Kim and that 
the relationship with 
North Korea would be 
very different in the fu-
ture. He called Kim “very 
smart” and a “very worthy, 
very hard negotiator”. 

The summit in Singa-
pore was the first between 
the leaders of North Korea 
and the US after nearly 
70 years of confrontation 
and 25 years of failed ne-
gotiations and tensions 
over Pyongyang’s nuclear 
programme.

11 attacks, efforts to re-
build the World Trade Cen-
tre have been stalled by 
disputes among govern-
ment agencies, insurers 
and the victims’ families 
who wanted the entire 
site to be preserved as a 
memorial.

The construction of 
the building was also tem-
porarily halted due to lack 
of funds during the finan-
cial crisis, an associate 
with Silverstein Properties 
told Xinhua.

The CEO of Silver-
stein Properties, Marty 
Burger, called this new 
tower “phenomenal” as it 
is sitting on one of the best 
transportation systems in 
the world.

“We’re all proud of be-
ing here today. Seventeen 
years into rebuilding the 
World Trade Centre, it’s a 
very important day. It’s the 
largest building we’ve ever 
built, and we’re excited to 
show it off to the world,” 
said Burger.

Moscow, June 12 (IANS): Militants of the so-called “Free Syr-
ian Army” with the assistance of U.S. military special opera-
tions forces are mulling a fake chemical attack in Syria, the 
Russian military said.

The intelligence was confirmed by three independent 
channels in Syria, said Russian Defense Ministry spokesman 
Igor Konashenkov in a statement on Monday.

A Xinhua report quoted Igor as saying that the Free Syrian 
Army militants have brought chlorine cylinders to a settle-
ment in the Syrian province of Deir al-Zour to fake a chemical 
attack by the Syrian government troops against civilians. A 
video of the staged attack, after it is disseminated in the west-
ern media, will serve as a new pretext for the US-led coalition 
to strike Syrian targets and justify an offensive by militants 
against Syrian government forces on the eastern bank of the 
Euphrates River, he said. The ministry said it is intolerable to 
use such a provocation to destabilize Syria, Konashenkov said. 
The United States, along with Britain and France, launched 
joint airstrikes on military targets in Syria on April 14, in 
response to what they said was the Syrian military’s use of 
chemical weapons in Douma, a then rebel-held town in East-
ern Ghouta near the Syrian capital of Damascus on April 7.

London, June 12 (PTI): 
UK Justice Minister Phillip 
Lee today resigned over 
the British government’s 
handling of Brexit, dealing 
a significant blow to Prime 
Minister Theresa May who 
is facing a crunch time in 
Parliament due to the EU 
Withdrawal Bill.

Lee stepped down 
from his ministerial post, 
saying Parliament was be-
ing sidelined and that he 
could not support “how 
our country’s exit from 
the EU looks set to be de-
livered”.

He announced his de-
cision to resign hours be-
fore a key House of Com-
mons clash in which May 
faces a challenge from 
many of her own Conserv-
ative Party MPs over how 
much say Parliament gets 
over the final Brexit deal. 

The issue is likely to be 
the most important of 15 
House of Lords amend-
ments to the EU With-
drawal Bill that the govern-
ment hopes to overturn 
during debates in the 
Commons.

The EU Withdrawal 
Bill is the legislation aimed 
at ensuring the UK has a 
smooth transition out of 

the 27-member EU, and 
will mean EU law is no 
longer supreme in the UK.

Opening the debate 
on the bill today, Britain’s 
minister for Exiting the 
European Union, David 
Davis, said a bid to give 
Parliament more control 
over Brexit would tie min-
isters’ hands and lead to a 
bad deal for the UK. 

He criticised the House 
of Lords amendment to 
the bill as an “unconsti-
tutional shift which risks 
undermining our nego-
tiations with the European 
Union”.

He said: “We have lis-
tened wherever possible 
to sensible suggestions 
that have been made to 
improve the bill. But where 
amendments seek to, or 
inadvertently, undermine 
the essential purpose of 
the bill or the referendum 
result, we must reject 
them”.

“This bill has a clear 
purpose, ensuring whole 
UK has a functioning 
statute book on exit day. 
We’ve listened to Lords 
amendments that seek 
to improve the bill, but 
must reject those that seek 
to disrupt the Bill or un-

Taipei, June 12 (IANS): 
The US on Tuesday in-
augurated a new de facto 
embassy in Taiwan in 
the absence of official 
diplomatic ties with the 
island and amid growing 
tension with China.

The unveiling of the 
American Institute in 
Taiwan (AIT) was attend-
ed by Taiwanese Presi-
dent Tsai Ing-Wen and 
Premier William Lai, Efe 
news reported.

“AIT ’s new office 
complex is a testament 
to the strong US com-
mitment to Taiwan, the 
close and cooperative 
ties between our people 
and the enduring friend-
ship between the US and 
Taiwan,” AIT Chairman 

James Moriarty said in a 
statement posted on the 
Institute’s website.

“The friendship be-
tween Taiwan and the 
US has never been more 
promising,” Tsai said.

The AIT building, 
spread over 6.5 hectares 
(16 acres) of land, costs 
around $250 million and 
will employ more than 
500 people and would 
be protected by US Ma-
rines.

US Assistant Secre-
tary of State for Educa-
tional and Cultural Af-
fairs Marie Royce and 
Congressman Gregg 
Harper also attended 
the inauguration.

Earlier in the day, 
Beijing reacted sharply 

to the inauguration and 
said the presence of US 
representatives at the 
inauguration may pose 
as an interference in Chi-
na’s internal affairs.

“We urge the US to 
redress its wrong do-
ings and avoid damaging 
China-US ties, peace and 
stability,” Chinese For-
eign Ministry spokesper-
son Geng Shuang said, 
adding they have already 
filed a formal complaint 
with the US over its rela-
tionship with Taiwan.

China argues that 
Taiwan is part of the Peo-
ple’s Republic and insists 
countries can only have 
official diplomatic rela-
tions with the mainland 
and not Taiwan.

Kabul, June 12 (IANS): The Taliban 
on Tuesday launched several attacks 
against Afghan security forces, offi-
cials said, killing at least 25 people as 
militants captured Kohistan district on 
the first day of a unilateral ceasefire an-
nounced by the government.

The insurgents attacked security 
checkposts in the northeastern Bada-
khshan province where 14 people died. 
In southeastern Ghazni, five people 
were killed; in the northern Sar-e-Pul, 
there were six casualties, coinciding 
with the halt in offensive operations 
by the Afghan armed forces, Efe news 
reported.

On June 7, Afghan President Ashraf 
Ghani had announced the govern-
ment’s first unilateral ceasefire in 17 
years to mark the end of the holy month 
of Ramadan, suspending its offensive 
operations against the Taliban.

Badakhshan governor’s spokes-
person Javid Baidar said that the in-
surgents, who announced a three-day 
ceasefire for Eid, had taken advantage of 

the unilateral truce to capture Kohistan 
district.

The spokesperson said that Ko-
histan’s governor Abdul Rahman Panah 
was killed in the attack along with an 
unknown number of security force 
members.

An official of the local administra-
tion told Efe that the governor and 13 
members of the security forces were 
killed, while another 16 were wounded 
in the assault.

In Ghazni, the Taliban attacked the 
headquarters of the government of Mu-
qour district using an explosives-laden 
vehicle, killing five people and wound-
ing another 26.

In the third attack in Sar-e-Pul, doz-
ens of armed insurgents captured two 
checkposts of the Afghan armed forces, 
officials said. Afghan Defence Ministry 
spokesperson Mohammad Radmanish 
said that six people were killed during 
the clashes. 

The Taliban have only claimed the 
attack on Sar-e-Pul.

dermine the referendum 
result.” 

Just before the series 
of 15 amendments made 
by the Lords to the gov-
ernment’s so-called Brexit 
bill is put before MPs, May 
addressed Conservative 
party backbenchers on 
Monday to make a plea for 
unity. At a meeting of the 
party’s 1922 Committee, 
she told MPs to consider 
the signal it would send to 
the EU if the government 
were defeated.

“I am trying to ne-
gotiate the best deal for 
Britain. But if the Lords 
amendments are allowed 
to stand, that negotiat-
ing position will be un-
dermined. We must think 

about the message Parlia-
ment will send to the Eu-
ropean Union this week,” 
she said.

The most  t ightly-
contested amendment is 
expected to be a call for 
Parliament to decide what 
happens next if it does not 
like the UK-EU Brexit deal. 
Other amendments being 
debated are on removing 
the precise day of Brexit 
March 29, 2019 from the 
wording of the bill, and 
scrutinising ministers’ 
powers to make changes 
to laws when they are re-
patriated from Brussels.

A showdown over a 
shared Customs Union 
with the EU seems to have 
been averted after a com-

promise amendment was 
accepted by the govern-
ment which means it has 
agreed to report to Parlia-
ment by October on efforts 
to negotiate a “customs 
arrangement” with the EU 
after Brexit.

The fall-back position 
has won the backing of a 
cross-section of leading 
Tory MPs on either side 
of the Brexit argument, 
avoiding a showdown over 
calls for the UK to remain 
in a fully-fledged Customs 
Union with the EU after it 
leaves.

To avoid a sudden 
“cliff edge” on Brexit day, 
it would also convert ex-
isting EU law into UK law 
so the government and 
Parliament can decide at a 
later date which bits they 
want to keep or change.

The House of Lords 
has put forward specific 
changes to the bill, most 
of which the government 
wants to kill off. However, 
numbers in the House of 
Commons are finely bal-
anced, with the Conserva-
tives not having a majority 
and needing the help of 
Northern Ireland’s Demo-
cratic Unionist Party to get 
votes through.



A
ctor-activist Rose 
McGowan has de-
fended celebrated chef 
Anthony Bourdain’s 
choice to commit 

suicide, saying taking one’s life 
may be a horrible choice but it is a 
personal one.

Bourdain, 61, died of suicide 
last week while he was in France 
filming an episode of his Emmy-
winning CNN food and travel 
programme.

In a letter by McGowan, who 
penned the lengthy note on behalf 
on the globetrotting chef-writer’s 
girlfriend actor Asia Argento, the 
“Charmed” alum said people 
should not blame him or her 
friend for his suicide.

“I know so many around 
the world thought of Anthony 
Bourdain as a friend and when 
a friend dies, it hurts... Many of 
these people who lost their ‘friend’ 
are wanting to lash out and blame. 
You must not sink to that level. 
Suicide is a horrible choice, but it 
is that person’s choice,” she writes.

“Top Gun” star Val Kilmer had 

called Bourdain “selfish” for leav-
ing his friends and fans alone in 
the world. 

Talking about Argento’s rela-
tionship with the chef, the actor 
said it was “instant chemistry” be-
tween the two and how she both 
of them supported each other 
through thick and thin.

“They laughed, they loved and 
he was her rock during the hard-
ships of this last year. Anthony was 
open with his demons, he even 
wrote a book about them. In the 
beginning of their relationship, 
Anthony told a mutual friend, ‘He’s 
never met anyone who wanted to 
die more than him’. And through 
a lot of this last year, Asia did 
want the pain to stop,” McGowan 
writes.

But in the end, despite all the 
happiness the couple shared, 
Bourdain’s depression caught up 
with him.

“... Over their time together, 
thankfully, she did the work to get 
help, so she could stay alive and 
live another day for her and her 
children. Anthony’s depression 

didn’t let him, he put down his 
armor, and that was very much his 
choice. His decision, not hers. His 
depression won,” she adds.

She said despite belonging 
to “a strong man doesn’t ask for 
help” generation, the TV show star 
reached out for help and “yet he 
did not take the doctor’s advice”.

McGowan also came in sup-
port of Argento, saying she is 
mourning the death of her love 
and blaming her for Bourdain’s 
suicide is unfair.

She said Argento had to face 
another monster in the suicide 
of her partner, after standing up 
to “her monster rapist” Harvey 
Weinstein.

“It is in no way fair or accept-
able to blame her or anyone else, 
not even Anthony. We are asking 
you to be better, to look deeper, 
to read and learn about mental 
illness, suicide and depression 
before you make it worse for 
survivors by judging that which we 
do not understand, that which can 
never fully be understood.” 

She urged the media not to 

S
inger Ariana 
Grande and co-
median Pete Dav-
idson reportedly 
got engaged after 

several weeks of dating.
“It’s a recent engage-

ment. They’re just two 
people who found love 
quickly and make each 
other happy all the time. 
They both started talking 
about it this past weekend. 
It’s nothing they’ve been 
hiding,” a source close to 
the couple told people.
com. Grande tweeted an 
emoji-filled message mo-
ments after the news went 
public on Monday. 

“I love you,” she wrote, 
flanked by laughing mon-
key faces. She continued 
by writing “sm” (presum-

blame Argento for Bourdain’s 
death, who earlier said she was 
“beyond devastated” after his 
passing.

“There is no one to blame but 
the stigma of loneliness, the stig-
ma of asking for help, the stigma of 
mental illness, the stigma of being 
famous and hurting. 

“We must do more and be 
better. Anthony, our friend, would 
want it that way,” she added.

McGowan also shared a global 
list of suicide prevention hotline 
numbers.

PTI

G
al Gadot is all 
set to reteam 
with her “Fast 
and Furi-
ous” co-star 

Dwayne Johnson in the 
upcoming action comedy 
“Red Notice”.

The “Wonder Woman” 
star will play a sharp and 
mysterious figure in the 
art world, while Johnson 
will essay an Interpol 

agent tasked with 
capturing the 

most-wanted 
art thief, Vari-

ety re-

ported. The film comes 
from writer-director Raw-
son Marshall Thurber.

She has collaborated 
with Johnson in “Fast Five” 
and “Fast & Furious 6”.

This is one of Gadot’s 
first projects after her brea-
kout role as Diana Prince/ 
Wonder Woman in the 
Patty Jenkins directorial. 
She will reprise the role in 
its sequel next year.

The actor may poten-
tially star in a Fidel Castro 
drama, which she also 

will produce. “Red 
Notice” opens 

in theaters on 
June 12, 2020.

PTI
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‘Star Trek’ actor Steuer 
committed suicide
Actor Jon Paul Steuers cause of death has been ruled as suicide. 
Steuer, who began his career as a child actor on Little Giants and Star 
Trek, died on January 1. He was 33. According to a report by publica-
tion The Blast, Steuer died from a gunshot wound to the head. The 
Portland Police Bureau’s spokesman Chris Burley said they suspect-
ed no foul play in Steuer’s death, reports people.com. Steuer 
played the son of Worf in a 1990 episode of “Star Trek: The 
Next Generation”. He also appeared in By Dawn’s Early 
Light opposite James Earl Jones that year.

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

2.40 pm,  8 pm: Kaala (Hindi)

10 am, 12.20 pm, 5.30 pm: Jurassic 
World The Fallen Kingdom (Eng 2D)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Rose McGowan 
defends Anthony 
Bourdain’s choice to 
commit suicide

Ariana Grande ‘engaged’ 
to boyfriend Pete Davidson

My appearance is 
not a source of 
insecurity –  Lisa Ray

Gal Gadot to reunite with 
Dwayne Johnson for ‘Red Notice’

Kylie Jenner receives ‘kidnap threats’

ably “so much”) before 
adding more monkey faces 
and signing off with “ok 
bye”.

The pair, who be-
gan dating shortly after 
Grande’s breakup from 
rapper Mac Miller in May, 

have been using social 
media to express their af-
fection for one another. 

Davidson confirmed he 
had split from his longtime 
girlfriend Cazzie David in 
May.

IANS

K
ylie Jenner decided to 
take her four-month-
old daughter Stormi off 
social networking sites 
after she started receiv-

ing kidnap threats.
The ‘Keeping Up With the 

Kardashians’ star made the de-
cision to delete all the photo-
graphs she’s put up on social 
media of her four-month-
old daughter Stormi, whom 
she has with her boyfriend 
Travis Scott, recently after 
she began receiving “horri-
ble insults” and frightening 
claims about abducting 
the baby.

A source told The 
Sun Online: “There 
have been an increas-
ing number of trolls on 
social media calling 
Stormi ugly, and 
throwing out really 
horrible insults.

“It’s been really 
upsetting for Kylie, 
because also some 
of the comments are 
direct threats to kidnap 
her. Some people have 
commented saying it’s all 
Kylie’s fault because she has 
exposed her by putting her 
on social media.

“The haters have always 
been there, but just getting 
way, way worse these last 
few weeks - and calling 
out Kylie for being a bad 
mom.”

The terrifying threats 
have encouraged the 
20-year-old beauty to 
re-evaluate her secu-
rity and she’s decided 
to have protection 
with her “at all 
times” from now 

on.
A source explained: 

“Kylie is terrified - she’s 
stepping up security. She 
hardly takes Stormi out in 
public but is now making 
sure that she’s got protec-

tion at all times.”
Kylie up-

loaded a photo-
graph on Sunday 
(10.06.18) of her 
cuddling up to 
Stormi but she 
had cropped the 
image so that no 
one could see 
the little one’s 
features.

Fans slammed 
the business-
woman for “cut-
ting her baby out”, 

to which Kylie hit 
back: “Yeah i cut 

my baby out. I’m not 
sharing photos of my 
girl right now. (sic)”

This isn’t the first 
time she has opted to 

restrict what’s posted on 
Instagram.

The young entrepreneur 
took herself out of the limelight 

while she was pregnant with 
Stormi because she wanted to 
focus on the “next chapter” of her 
life and, although people were 
speculating that she was expecting 
her first child, Kylie didn’t confirm 
the news until she had given birth 
to the tiny tot and shared a cute 
montage online.

Prior to having Stormi, Kylie 
said she’d quit social media 
altogether when she became a 
mother, move out to a farm in 
Malibu and “live life” without her 
phone.

femalefirst.co.uk

I
ndo-Canadian actress Lisa Ray, 
who likes to call herself a cancer 
“graduate” after surviving the dis-
ease, never feared over her looks 
after chemotherapy sessions. She 

says her appearance is not a source of 
insecurity for her.

“When you are fighting for your life, 
everything comes second. And then 
when you are better, you realise how 
much energy and time we waste in life 
thinking about insignificant things. My 
appearance is not a source of insecurity. 
I have shaved my head for ‘Water’ and 
I appeared on the cover of a magazine 
bald. It’s not a big deal,” Lisa told IANS in 
an e-mail interview from Mumbai. 

In 2009, Lisa was diagnosed with 
multiple myeloma, a cancer of the white 
blood cells known as plasma cells, which 
produce antibodies. A year later, she 
announced that she was cancer-free, 
after a stem cell transplant. As multiple 
myeloma is an incurable disease, she is 
not completely cured of the disease.

On being looked at as an inspiration 
for the youth, Lisa said: “So many people 
supported me when I went through 
cancer, prayed and sent me messages. 
The least I can do is pay it forward. It 
is so important to speak openly about 
cancer and reduce the fear factor. I am 
humbled and hope I can continue to 
serve in some small way.” 

Lisa has also been involved in 
drawing people’s attention towards 
girl child rights around the world, 
apart from initiating a number 
of fundraisers and campaigns for 
multiple myeloma. She feels women 
cancer patients are stigmatised in 
certain sections of the society.

“But that begins with wom-
en themselves. We have a lot 
of work to do to change 
attitudes towards both 
cancer patients and 
women. I’ve been 
to several Ficci 
awareness 
events and 
there are 
organi-
sations 

that belong to support female cancer 
patients. But more work is needed,” said 
Lisa.

The actress made a comeback 
in Hindi filmdom in 2016 with “Ishq 
Forever”. She was later seen in films like 
“Veerappan” and “Dobaraa”. 

An ambassador for watch brand 
Rado, Lisa is enjoying the films coming 
her way.

“I have A.R. Rahman’s film and an 
Amazon series coming up for release. 
I’m very lucky to get to work in only 
projects that interest me. There is no 
compromise. And I have a family life... 
I’m finally finishing my book and I give 
time to cancer awareness,” Lisa said.  
Asked what’s next for her, she said: 
“There’s some cool releases coming up 
but I’m also busy with my book, my 
family and life!”

The “Bollywood Hollywood” actress 
said she started her career at the young 
age of 16. Now at 46, she wants to priori-
tise her health and balance her life.

“Work is great but I hope you know 
by now I do other things besides acting.”

IANS



11SCIENCE AND TECH
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Wednesday, June 13, 2018

This global map of Mars shows a growing dust storm as of June 6, 2018. The map was produced by the Mars Color Imager (MARCI) camera on 
NASA’s Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter spacecraft. The dot encircled indicates the approximate location of Opportunity. 

(NASA/JPL-Caltech/MSSS)

Two sketches (one from the front and one from the right side) of a man, with an expressionless face. He 
is stooped forward and is presumably having difficulty walking. (For illustration purpose)

Wikipedia

Researchers collecting samples at Ariyalur, Tamil Nadu.

NASA’s Opportunity rover halted over Martian dust storm AI technique to sense posture through 
walls, help monitor Parkinson’s

ISRO to transfer lithium ion 
cell technology for INR 1 cr.

Plant fossil analysis may 
help predict climate change

TN to study feasibility of 250 
MW floating solar power plant

Studying 65 million year old rainfall trends to predict future

Washington, June 12 
(IANS): NASA’s Opportu-
nity rover’s science opera-
tions have been temporar-
ily suspended as it waits 
out a growing dust storm 
on Mars, the US space 
agency said in a statement.

First detected by NASA 
on June 1, the storm bal-
looned to more than 18 
million square.km and 
included the Opportu-
nity’s current location at 
Perseverance Valley in the 
Red Planet by June 8. 

The swirling dust has 
raised the atmospheric 
opacity, or “tau”, — the veil 
of dust blowing around, 
which can blot out sun-
light — in the valley in the 
past few days. 

As the rover uses solar 
panels to provide power 
and to recharge its batter-
ies, the rover was required 
to shift to minimal opera-
tions.

The storm’s atmo-
spheric opacity is now 
much worse than a 2007 

storm that Opportunity 
weathered. The previous 
storm had an opacity level, 
or tau, somewhere above 
5.5; this new storm had an 
estimated tau of 10.8 as of 
morning on June 10.

Despite the worsening 
dust storm, Opportunity 
also sent a transmission 
to NASA engineers on the 
same day, the report said. 

Data from the trans-
mission let engineers 
know the rover still has 
enough battery charge to 

communicate with ground 
controllers at NASA’s Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory in 
Pasadena, California. 

However, still science 
operations remain sus-
pended, the report said.

Opportunity’s team 
has also requested ad-
ditional communications 
coverage from NASA’s 
Deep Space Network — a 
global system of antennas 
that talks to all the agency’s 
deep space probes.

The latest data trans-

New York, June 12 (IANS): 
Scientists at the MIT have 
developed a novel tech-
nique that uses artificial 
intelligence (AI) to teach 
wireless devices to sense 
people’s postures and 
movement, even from the 
other side of a wall, and 
could be used to monitor 
diseases like Parkinson’s 
and multiple sclerosis 
(MS).

For the system named 
“RF-Pose,” the research-
ers use a neural network 
to analyse radio signals 
that bounce off people’s 
bodies, and can then cre-
ate a dynamic stick fig-
ure that walks, stops, sits 
and moves its limbs as the 
person performs those 
actions.

The system could 
also help elderly people 
live more independently, 
while providing the added 
security of monitoring for 
falls, injuries and changes 
in activity patterns — as-
sociated with Parkinson’s, 

the researchers said.
“We’ve seen that moni-

toring patients’ walking 
speed and ability to do 
basic activities on their 
own gives healthcare pro-
viders a window into their 
lives that they didn’t have 
before, which could be 
meaningful for a whole 
range of diseases,” said 
Dina Katabi, Professor at 
the US varsity. 

The results will be pre-
sented at the forthcoming 
Conference on Computer 
Vision and Pattern Recog-
nition (CVPR) in Salt Lake 
City, Utah.

For the study, the team 
collected examples using 
both their wireless device 
and a camera. They gath-
ered thousands of images 
of people doing activities 
like walking, talking, sit-
ting, opening doors and 
waiting for elevators.

They then used these 
images from the camera 
to extract the stick figures, 
which they showed to 

the neural network along 
with the corresponding 
radio signal. This com-
bination of examples en-
abled the system to learn 
the association between 
the radio signal and the 
stick figures of the people 
in the scene.

Post-training, RF-
Pose was able to estimate 
a person’s posture and 
movements using only 
the wireless reflections 
that bounce off people’s 
bodies.

Besides sensing move-
ment, the authors also 
showed that they could 
use wireless signals to ac-
curately identify some-
body 83 per cent of the 
time out of a line-up of 100 
individuals. 

“By using this combi-
nation of visual data and 
AI to see through walls, we 
can enable better scene 
understanding and smart-
er environments to live 
safer, more productive 
lives,” the researchers said.

Beijing, June 12 (IANS): Chinese scientists 
are using plant fossil data to understand 
climate change in a study on the Oligocene 
climate, according to Tuesday’s Science and 
Technology Daily.

The Oligocene, 23 to 34 million years 
ago, was a time of transition from a warm 
to a cooler climate, reports Xinhua news 
agency.

Researchers from the Xishuangbanna 
Tropical Botanical Garden of the Chinese 
Academy of Sciences and University of 
Bristol compiled a database of 149 Oligo-
cene plant macrofossils from the mid-high 
latitudes of Eurasia. 

They then correlated the fossil data 
to spatial and climatic change during the 
Oligocene.

Geographical change has been impor-
tant in shaping climate patterns of Eurasia 
since the Oligocene. The climate pattern is 
largely consistent with the plant fossil data.

Combining plant fossil data with climate 
models can offer a reference for predicting 
climate change, according to the research 
team.

The research was published online in 
the Gondwana Research journal.

Chennai, June 12 (IANS): 
Indian space agency ISRO 
on Tuesday announced it 
has decided to transfer its 
own lithium ion cell tech-
nology to Indian industry 
on a non-exclusive basis 
for usage in automobiles 
for Rs 1 crore.

In a statement, the 
Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) said 
the initiative will acceler-
ate the development of 
indigenous electric vehicle 
industry.

The Vikram Sarabhai 
Space Centre (VSSC) lo-
cated in Kerala will transfer 
the lithium ion cell tech-
nology to the successful In-
dian industries/start-ups 
on non-exclusive basis to 
establish production fa-
cilities in the country that 
can produce cells of vary-

ing size, capacity, energy 
density and power den-
sity catering to the entire 
spectrum of power storage 
requirements, ISRO said.

According to ISRO, the 
request for qualification 
(RFQ) will be issued from 
Wednesday for a price of 
Rs 25,000 and a security 
deposit of Rs 400,000 has 
to be paid along with the 
application.

The RFQ contains a 
brief description of quali-
fication process & tech-
nology transfer process, 
instructions to applicants, 
eligibility criteria, time-
lines and various forms for 
submitting RFQ.

Interested applicants 
shall attend a pre-appli-
cation conference sched-
uled on July 13. All queries 
or request for additional 

mission showed the rover’s 
temperature to be about 
minus 20 degrees Fahr-
enheit (minus 29 degrees 
Celsius). 

Engineers will moni-
tor the rover’s power lev-
els closely in the week to 
come. The rover needs 
to balance low levels of 
charge in its battery with 
sub-freezing temperatures. 

Its heaters are vitally 
important to keeping it 
alive, but also draw more 
power from the battery. 
Likewise, performing cer-
tain actions draws on bat-
tery power, but can actu-
ally expel energy and raise 
the rover’s temperature.

The rover has proved 
hardier than expected by 
lasting nearly 15 years, 
despite being designed for 
a 90-day mission.

F u l l  d u s t  s t o r m s 
though one are not sur-
prising, but are infrequent. 
They can crop up sud-
denly but last weeks, even 
months. 

During southern sum-
mer, sunlight warms dust 
particles, lifting them 
higher into the atmo-
sphere and creating more 
wind. 

Mars Reconnaissance 
Orbiter and two other 
NASA spacecraft orbiting 
the Red Planet — Odys-
sey and MAVEN — rou-
tinely support rovers on 
the ground.

information concerning 
the RFQ shall be attended 
only in the pre-applica-
tion conference, the space 
agency said.

ISRO also said that the 
“competent firm’s security 
deposit will be adjusted 
against the technology 
transfer fee of Rs 100 lakh. 
Security deposit of un-
successful applicants or 
withdrawn applications 
will be returned, without 
any interest”.

The one-time tech-
nology transfer fee has to 
be paid within 30 days of 
qualification date.

“Technology shall be 
transferred to all/any of 
the competent firms who 
qualify the eligibility cri-
teria as specified in the 
RFQ. The required process 
documents shall be pro-
vided by ISRO at the time 
of signing of technology 
transfer agreement and 
payment of technology 
transfer fee,” ISRO said.

Presently, the lithium-
ion battery is the most 
dominant battery system 
finding applications for a 
variety of societal needs 
including mobile phones, 
laptops, cameras and 
many other portable con-
sumer gadgets apart from 
industrial applications 
and aerospace.

Recent advances in 
the battery technology 
have made it the preferred 
power source for electric 
and hybrid electric ve-
hicles also.

Chennai, June 12 (IANS): 
In a bid to reduce evapo-
ration of reservoir water 
and increase sourcing of 
solar power, Tamil Nadu is 
looking at the feasibility of 
setting up a floating solar 
power plant, Chief Minis-
ter K. Palaniswami said on 
Tuesday.

Making the announce-
ment in the assembly, he 
said that the Tamil Nadu 
Generation and Distri-
b u t i o n  C o r p o r a t i o n 
( TANGEDCO) and an-
other company will study 
the feasibility of setting 

up 250 MW floating solar 
power plant at an outlay of 
Rs 1,125 crore.

He also said the gov-
ernment will come out 
with a new Energy Policy.

Palaniswami said the 
state’s Solar Power Policy 
will be aligned with the 
Vision Tamil Nadu 2023 
document that has set 
a target of 8,884 MW of 
solar power capacity by 
2023.

T h e  V i s i o n  Ta m i l 
Nadu 2023 was released 
by then Chief Minister 
J.Jayalalithaa in 2012.

Mobile data traffic in India to grow 5 times by 2023 — Ericsson report
New Delhi, June 12 (IANS): With 
exponential rise in smartphone 
subscriptions and LTE/4G be-
coming the most dominant tech-
nology by 2023, the total mobile 
data traffic per month in India is 
set to grow five times in the next 
five years, according to an Erics-
son report on Tuesday.

The boost in mobile data traf-
fic growth could also be due to 
commercial rollout of 5G during 
this period, although Ericsson 
projects that the 5G subscriptions 
will become available in India 
from 2022.

North America is expected 
to lead the 5G uptake, with all 
major US operators planning to 
roll out 5G between late 2018 and 
mid-2019, said the 14th edition 
of the Ericsson Mobility Report 
that provides projections and 
analyses of the latest trends in the 
mobile industry.

The report estimates that the 

monthly data usage per smart-
phone (GB/month) in India will 
increase from 5.7 GB in 2017 to 
13.7 GB by 2023.

“Overall, we see an increase 
in smartphones and LTE/4G be-
coming the dominant technology 
in the world, as seen in the end of 
2017. It is growing very fast, and 
this change will also be seen in 
India,” Patrik Cerwall, Executive 
Editor - Ericsson Mobility Report, 
told IANS in an interview.

“India has been a country 
where we have seen GSM being 
the majority of all subscriptions, 
as around 60 per cent users right 
now are still on GSM network. By 
2023, LTE is going to account for 
80 per cent of total subscriptions 
in India,” said Cerwall, who is 
also the Head of Strategic Mar-
keting, Business Area Networks 
at Ericsson. 

In 2017, LTE subscriptions in 
India stood at 20 per cent. 

With the addition of 16 mil-
lion mobile subscriptions, India 
also saw the second highest num-
ber of net mobile subscription 
additions by country in the first 
quarter of 2018, the report said.

The total smartphone sub-
scriptions in the country will 
grow 2.5 times to cross 975 mil-
lion by 2023, acording to the 
report.

By end of 2023, close to 50 per 
cent of all mobile subscriptions in 
North America are forecast to be 
for 5G. Globally, major 5G deploy-
ments are expected from 2020. 

Ericsson forecasts over one 
billion 5G subscriptions for en-
hanced mobile broadband by 
the end of 2023, accounting for 
around 12 per cent of all mobile 
subscriptions. 

Larger than previously fore-
cast deployments of cellular IoT 
(Internet of Things) is another 
focal point in the latest edition of 

the Ericsson Mobility Report. 
The forecast for cellular IoT 

connections has nearly doubled 
since November 2017. 

It is now expected to reach 
an estimated 3.5 billion in 2023, 
driven by ongoing large-scale 
deployments in China. 

New massive IoT cellular 
technologies such as NB-IoT and 
Cat-M1 are fuelling this growth, 
giving service providers oppor-
tunities to improve efficiencies 
and enhance customer value, the 
report said. 

Cellular IoT connections are 
also forecast to grow in a big way 
in India by 2023.

“We also see IoT picking up in 
a big way with cellular IoT con-
nections in India to reach 72 mil-
lion by 2023 growing at a CAGR 
of 25 per cent,” said Nitin Bansal, 
Head of Network Solutions for 
the Market Area South East Asia, 
Oceania and India for Ericsson.

Bengaluru, June 11 (India Sci-
ence Wire): Rising atmospheric 
carbon dioxide levels may spark a 
shift towards wetter winters and 
drier summers, warns a new study 
based on evidence from climatic 
history preserved in 65 million year 
old oystershells.

Earlier research shows that 
about that time, in the cretaceous 
period, atmospheric carbon diox-
ide levels were almost thrice the 
present amount. It was the most 
intense greenhouse phase in his-
tory of the earth with unusually 
high temperature and sea levels. 
There is also some evidence of tor-
rential rainfall and cyclones.

In the wake of rising atmo-
spheric carbon dioxide levels and 
increasing unpredictability of pre-
monsoon showers, researchers from 
Indian Institute of Science (IISc), 
Bengaluru decided to recreate pre-
cipitation trends of the cretaceous 
era. “The idea was to learn from 
the past to probe what the future 
holds,”Prosenjit Ghosh, Associate 
Professor at the Centre for Earth 
Sciences, IISc and the lead author 
of the study, told India Science Wire.

Since there is no direct way to 
establish ancient rainfall trends, 
scientists addressed this prob-
lem by studying clams and oyster 
shells. These animal shells grow 
at different rates depending on 
temperature and salinity of their 
environment. In times of rain-
fall, greater amounts of water are 
discharged into the sea which 

reduces mineral deposition and 
shell growth.

“ The amount of delta-o-18, 
an isotope of oxygen, varies with 
temperature while the amount of 
clumped aggregates is affected by 
moisture “ : Ghosh explained

Similarly, shell composition 
also varies with ambient tempera-
ture and moisture. “The amount of 

delta-o-18, an isotope of oxygen, 
varies with temperature while the 
amount of clumped aggregates is 
affected by moisture,” Ghosh ex-
plained. Scientists, therefore, used 
both these parameters as proxies 
for tracking changes in tempera-
ture and precipitation.

To test, if the strategy would 
work, researchers collected black 
clams from Kochi and studied 
their shells. Prior to this they had 
grown clams for a year in the lab 
and found that on average shells 
grew by 8.3mm each year. So they 
drilled through clam shells ob-
tained from Kochi and checked the 
isotopic composition for each mm. 
Based on changes in the fraction 
of isotopes, scientists recreated 
monsoon history for the year 2009-
10. The recreated rainfall pattern 
matched with actual meteorologi-
cal data of the region.

The method was then applied 
to analyse mollusc shells from the 
Cauvery basin. Oyster fossils in the 
basin belong to the early maastrich-
tian era in the cretaceous period 
and therefore hold the key to rainfall 
pattern of that era. Scientists care-

fully drilled through oyster shells 
layer by layer and used the collected 
dust to map delta-o-18 levels and 
the amount of clumped aggregates 
for each layer. The data was used to 
recreate the rainfall pattern.

Results showed that the weath-
er was drier during summers, while 
greater rainfall was experienced 
during winter months. A similar 
weather pattern has recently been 
observed in the western Australian 
coast. Because this region occupies 
the same position that India did in 
the cretaceous period the observa-
tion provides more weight to the 
findings, researchers said. This 
will help climatologists map future 
weather changes and predict cli-
matic trends with more certainty, 
say scientists.

The research team included K. 
Prasanna (Birbal Sahni Institute of 
Palaeosciences), Yogaraj Banerjee, 
Atanu Chaudhuri and Satyam 
Suwas (Indian Institute of Science, 
Bangalore) and Ian S. Williams 
and Michael K. Gagan (Australian 
National University, Australia). The 
study was published in the journal 
Scientific Reports.
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Dani Carvajal and Gerard Pique

Eden Hazard

HOME TURF State to introduce new recruitment 
rules under sports quota

Seven men football tourney from 
July 9

GAPYO tennis ball cricket tourney 
from June 26

World Cup winners and losers dating back to 1930

Kane expects 'brave' and 
'aggressive' England in Russia

Carvajal joins Spain practice; 
Pique trains normally

Belgium coach plays 
down Hazard injury scare

Our Correspondent
Kohima, June 12 (EMN): 
The People’s Democratic 
Alliance (PDA) government, 
in a bid to ensure that all 
meritorious sportspersons 
are considered for suitable 
employment opportunities 
in various departments, will 
soon be implementing a new 
recruitment policy under 
sports quota.

Advisor for Youth Re-
sources and Sports (YRS), 
Zale Neikha told report-
ers here Tuesday evening 
that the All India Council of 
Sports (AICS), Government 
of India, has written to the 
state government April last to 
review its recruitment rules 
under sports quota and relax 
the criteria from ‘national 
medallists’ to ‘state medal-
lists or having represented 
the state in the nationals’. 

This was to increase em-
ployment opportunities to 
deserving state level sport-
spersons, the legislator said.

Towards this, he said, the 
rules which earlier specified 
‘up to 5%’ in regard to reser-
vation of jobs for meritorious 
sportspersons would now 
be converted to ‘minimum 
of 5%’. The AICS is stated to 
have pointed out that vari-
ous categories of posts under 
sports quota in various state 
governments were lying va-
cant due to the criteria for 
employment being set for 
national medal winners only. 
As the number of national 
medal winners is limited in 
the states including Naga-
land, to fill up the vacancies 
available under sports quota, 
thereby meritorious sport-
spersons at the state level or 
those who participate in the 

national levels are deprived 
of employment opportuni-
ties in their respective states. 

Also, Neikha said the ear-
lier reservation policy in the 
state was restricted to the 
departments of YRS and the 
police, but the new one will 
be implemented in all the 
departments. He expressed 
enthusiasm that this would 
be a major boost for sport-
spersons.

Meanwhile, the legisla-
tor said to have directed the 
YRS department to identify 
and give special emphasis 
on the discipline of sports 
where Nagas generally excel. 
He also made an appeal to 
sportspersons to learn to 
distinguish the particular 
discipline that they are good 
at and concentrate in the 
same.

Neikha informed that the 

government was trying its 
best to improve the facilities 
and infrastructure for sports 
to encourage sportspersons 
in the state. He also disclosed 
that talks were on for carpet-
ing the football fields at IG 
Stadium Kohima and Chu-
mukedima Police Complex 
ground.

Besides the above, the 
legislator informed that 
the state government will 
be honouring meritorious 
sportspersons by instituting 
the Dr. T Ao Sports Awards 
which will be announced on 
August 15 next.

YRS to telecast FIFA World 
Cup 2018 on giant screens
In commemoration of Dr. 
T Ao's birth centenary cel-
ebration, the department of 
Youth Resources and Sports 
(YRS) will telecast the inau-

gural, semi-finals and final 
matches of the FIFA Football 
World Cup 2018 live on big 
screens at Kohima, Dimapur, 
Mon and Mokokchung. An-
nouncing this at a press con-
ference in Kohima today, Ad-
visor for YRS Zale Neikha said 
the venue for the live tele-
casting will be: Khuochiezie 
Ground in Kohima, MDSC 
Badminton Stadium in Di-
mapur, Town Hall in Mon 
and Imkongmeren Sports 
Complex in Mokokchung.

Documentary on Dr. T 
Ao would also be screened 
before the matches and in 
between (during half-time), 
he said.

In Kohima, a 20x12 feet 
LED screen will be put up 
for the public to watch the 
mentioned matches and 
food courts will also be set up 
in the venue. Locally popular 

DGP Band will entertain the 
audience during the screen-
ing of the semi-final match-
es. The other three towns 
will also have giant screens, 
Neikha informed. 

The department has 
asked all football lovers to 
avail the opportunity and 
witness the matches in the 
mentioned venues. This 
programme is stated to be 
coinciding with the 100 days 
initiative action of the YRS 
department.

Meanwhile, the legisla-
tor said that he would be 
providing from his own side 
a set each of projector with 
screen, a DTH connection 
and inverter to the youth 
organisations of all the seven 
villages in his constituen-
cy Southern Angami-II for 
screening of the World Cup 
2018 matches.

FIFA WORLD CUP

1 DAY TO GO1 DAY TO GO
RUSSIA 2018

Moscow, June 12 (Reuters): 
England will adopt an ag-
gressive approach to their 
World Cup fixtures and 
tackle the tournament 
“head on” as Gareth South-
gate’s youthful squad hopes 
to make its mark in Russia, 
captain Harry Kane has 
said.

The 24-year-old Tot-
tenham striker hopes that 
an inexperienced squad 
will be motivated by the 
biggest stage, on which the 
national team has repeat-
edly disappointed since 
lifting the trophy in 1966.

“The aim is to be ag-
gressive and brave in pos-
session,” Kane told British 
media. “We want to take 
this tournament head on.

“There will be tough 
moments, and ups and 
downs. Sometimes going 
into a big tournament is 
about not losing and 
being passive but, for 

us, it’s about 
playing at-

tack-

i n g 
football.

“We are aiming to win 
the first game, then to tar-
get the second, and take 
that attitude to the World 
Cup.”

Kane, who scored 41 
goals for Tottenham Hot-
spur in all competitions last 
season, will also be hoping 
to find the net for the first 
time at a major tourna-
ment.

He struggled for form 
during England’s dismal 
Euro 2016 campaign when 
they were knocked out by 
Iceland in the Round of 16.

“Personally, that (scor-
i n g ) r e c o r d  i s 

something 
I want to 

change, 
a n d 
h o p e -

fully will 
this  sum-
mer,” Kane 
added.

E n g -
land face 
Tunisia 
in their 
opening 

Group G 
fixture on 

M o n d a y , 
before taking 

o n  Pa n a m a 
and Belgium.

Krasnodar (Russia), June 
12 (IANS): Spain's right-
back Dani Carvajal on 
Tuesday joined his national 
football squad's training 
session for the first time 
since the hamstring injury 
he sustained during Real 

Madrid's 3-1 UEFA Cham-
pions League final victory 
over Liverpool on May 26.

The 26-year-old com-
pleted the morning ses-
sion with the rest of his 
teammates in the southern 
Russian city of Krasnodar, 

Brussels, June 12 (IANS): 
Belgium head coach Ro-
berto Martinez has played 
d ow n  E d e n  Ha z a rd ' s 
knock during their 4-1 win 
against Costa Rica in a 
pre-World Cup friendly, 
saying the Chelsea play-
maker's World Cup was 
not in doubt.

"I really enjoyed his 
per for mance.  He was 
sharp and strong, he was 
majestic. At the end he just 
came off because he had 
a little bit of a dead leg, a 
little bit of a knock on his 
leg," Martinez was quoted 
as saying by ESPNFC.

Hazard l imped of f 
in the 70th minute after 
an awkward collision as 
Manchester United striker 
Romelu Lukaku scored 
twice in the team's com-

Dimapur, June 12 (EMN): The Dimapur Rongmei 
Baptist Church, K. Sachu Colony in a press note 
informed that it is organising 7-A-Side Football 
Tournament under the theme "Healthy Youth; 
Healthy Nagaland" from July 9 till the 13th at Rio 
ground, Rio colony, Dimapur. 

One can enter the tournament with an entry 
fee of INR 1500. The winner and runners-up will 
walk away with a cash prize of INR 20,000 and 
INR 10, 000. 

All football players, football clubs and enthu-
siasts are cordially invited to be part of the team 
and tournament. Each team shall comprise of 
7+ 3 =10 players. For more information one can 
contact the following phone numbers 7085962809 
and 8787772827.

Dimapur, June 12 (EMN): The 10th edition of the 
T20 Summer Tennis Ball Cricket Tournament or-
ganised by GAPYO will commence from June 26 at 
Wokha. This was stated in a press note. Interested 
clubs/teams can collect the forms from Uniform 
House, Wokha. For more details one can contact 
the following phone numbers: 8730040575 and 
8729993287.

Moscow, June 12 (IANS): The inaugural 
match of this summer's FIFA World Cup 
between hosts Russia and Saudi Arabia  is 
set to kick off on June 14 in the Luzhniki Sta-
dium here, the first edition in Europe since 
Germany hosted the tournament in 2006.

This will be the 21st edition of inter-
national football's biggest event. But out 
of the 200 teams and 6,000 players that 
have taken part over the years, only eight 
countries have managed to win the title 
-- Brazil, Germany, Italy, Argentina, Spain, 
England, France and Uruguay, reports Efe 
news agency.

Just 13 teams participated in the first 
edition of the World Cup, hosted by Uruguay 
in 1930 and coinciding with the centennial 
of the country's constitution, with the ma-
jority of the European teams declining to 
compete because of the economic crisis at 
the time and the burden of travelling by ship 
to South America.

On June 13, 1930, the tournament 
started with two matches -- Mexico's 4-1 
win against France and the United States' 
3-0 win over Belgium. France's Lucien Lau-
rent scored the first goal in the competition.

Uruguay and Argentina qualified for the 
final where the home team rallied from 1-2 
down to win 4-2.

The tournament's second edition head-
ed to Europe, with Italy chosen to host it.

This time, most of the teams from the 
Americas, including Uruguay, declined to 
participate, in response to the Europeans' 
attitude four years earlier.

Italian dictator Benito Mussolini used 
the tournament to showcase Italian fascism, 
and made sure Italy won the tournament at 
any price, even going so far as to nationalise 
Argentine players Luis Monti, Raimundo 
Orsi, Enrique Guaita and Attilio Demaría, 
as well as Brazilian Anfhiloquio Marques 
Filo "Guarisi." 

Italy clinched the title after defeating 
Czechoslovakia 2-1 in extra time.

World War II cast a looming shadow over 
the next edition in France, which was again 
boycotted by the majority of teams from the 
Americas except Brazil and Cuba.

This tournament saw German play-
ers performing the Nazi salute, while Italy 
successfully defended its title, defeating 

Hungary 4-2 in the final.
After a 12-year suspension due to World 

War II, the fourth edition of the tournament 
was held in Brazil in 1950 as Europe was still 
recovering from the war's devastation. 

Brazil, Sweden, Uruguay and Spain 
reached the final round robin, with Brazil 
and Uruguay playing the decisive match, in 
which a draw would have given the title to 
the home team.

However, Brazil's hopes were dashed 
in front of 150,000 spectators as 
Uruguay rallied from a goal 
down to win 2-1.

In 1954, the tourna-
ment returned to Europe, 
specifically Switzerland, 
where Hungary lived 
up to the expectations 
and reached the fi-
nal after defeating 
Uruguay, only to be 
stopped by West Ger-
many's 3-2 victory.

Brazil won its first 
World Cup in Sweden 
in 1958, the first edition 
to be entirely televised, 
and which witnessed the 
emergence of legendary 
striker Pele.

The Brazilian star pulled 
off a hat-trick against France 
in the semis and made two 
goals in his team's 5-0 rout of 
the host nation in the final.

Brazil's momentum contin-
ued in Chile in 1962 when they 
won their second title in a row, 
defeating Czechoslovakia 3-1.

England was chosen to host the 
1966 World Cup, which saw the 
inventors of football win their 
maiden title, along with the rise 
of another legend Eusebio, nick-
named the "Black Panther," 
who led Portugal into the 
semi-finals.

But it was England that 
went all the way and pre-
vailed over West Germany 4-2 
at Wembley Stadium. 

Brazil regained the crown after 

defeating Italy in the 1970 World Cup final 
in Mexico, thanks to what was arguably its 
best team ever.

The 1974 edition saw the Netherland's 
Johan Cruyff emerging on the international 
scene, but his side felt short against hosts 
West Germany in the final.

Four years later, the tournament trav-
elled to Argentina amid international op-
position to the country's ruling military 

dictatorship. 
The Netherlands' momen-
tum continued, but this 

time without Cruyff, as 
they reached the final 
but lost to the host 1-3. 

Spain organised 
the 1982 World Cup, 

which witnessed the 
worst performance 
for a host team 
up till then as well 
as the emergence 
of several African 
teams. 

It saw unforget-
table matches, such 
as West Germany's 

win on penalty shoot-
outs over France's 
dream team led by Mi-

chel Platini in the semi-
finals, and upsets such 

as Brazil's defeat against 
Italy, which went on to win 
the title.

Mexico was the first 
country to host the compe-

tition twice, in 1986, which 
was initially scheduled to be 

held in Colombia. 
Without a doubt, that year's 

tournament belonged to Diego 
Maradona, scoring one of the 

best goals in World Cup his-
tory: the "Hand of God" in 
the quarter-final against 
England.

Argentina then de-
feated Germany 3-2 in 
the final on the strength 

of Jorge Burruchaga?s goal 
with six minutes to go, earning a 

second World Cup title.
The tournament headed back to Italy 

in 1990, where Germany took revenge on 
Argentina in the final on a late penalty suc-
cessfully converted by Andreas Brehme. 

In 1994, the tournament was held in 
the United States, with the aim of boosting 
interest in the sport there.

After the shock caused by Maradona's 
positive drug test, Brazil and Italy played to 
a 0-0 draw.

For the first time in a World Cup final, 
the match was resolved on a penalty shoot-
out, which gave Brazil its fourth title.

The South American powerhouse had 
another dream run in France in 1998 as 
Ronaldo and Rivaldo led them to the final.

However, Brazil lost 0-3 to the host, 
guided by star Zinedine Zidane, who scored 
a brace, steering Les Bleus to their maiden 
World Cup title.

Asia emerged four years later as Korea 
and Japan jointly hosted the tournament 
where Ronaldo led Brazil to its fifth title at 
Germany's expense, also claiming the top 
scorer award. 

Germany hosted the 2006 edition, 
where Brazil stumbled, while Argentina 
and England did not make it beyond the 
quarterfinals. 

Les Bleus and the Azzurri faced off in the 
final, where Italy won on a penalty shootout 
after a 1-1 draw, earning its fourth title.

In 2010, South Africa became the first 
country on the continent to host the World 
Cup, where Italy and France did not get past 
the group stages, while Brazil and Argentina 
failed to advance into the quarterfinals.

Despite losing the first match to Swit-
zerland, Spain moved on to earn its maiden 
title as a result of strong teamwork, which 
enabled it to defeat Germany in the semi-
finals and the Netherlands in the final on a 
goal by Andres Iniesta in extra time. 

Brazil hosted the event for the second 
time in 2014, where Spain was ousted from 
the first round along with Italy and England.

One of the tournament's most memo-
rable highlights (or lowlights) was when 
Brazil was handed a crushing 7-1 defeat in 
the semi-final by Germany, which eventu-
ally beat out Argentina to become this year's 
defending champion.

where the team is based in 
preparations for the FIFA 
World Cup, beginning from 
Thursday, reports Efe.

Defender Gerard Pique 
has also trained smoothly 
after he had a left knee 
injury scare on Monday, 
which forced him to miss 
the training that took place 
later that day.

Goalkeeper David de 
Gea, defenders Sergio Ra-
mos and Cesar Azpilicu-
eta, midfielders Andres 
Iniesta and Koke, winger 
Lucas Vazquez and striker 
Rodrigo took part in the 
session led by coach Julen 
Lopetegui.

Spain are in Group B 
alongside Portugal, Mo-
rocco, and Iran at the tour-
nament set to kick off on 
June 14 in Russia.

fortable victory.
Hazard looked in bril-

liant touch before leaving 
the field.

Also on target were 
Dries Mertens and Michy 
Batshuayi after the visi-
tors had taken a surprise 
1-0 lead.

"I get the feeling this 

team wants to face adver-
sity together. We are ready, 
ready for the World Cup," 
Martinez said about the 
team's performance.

Belgium start their 
World Cup campaign next 
Monday against Panama in 
Sochi before facing Tunisia 
and England in Group G.


