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The officer in charge of East Police Station Amit Nigam (left) seen 
here with the two accused in police custody at the station in 
Dimapur.

Xavier Rutsa

Community members protest in Mokokchung town on June 11 against the alleged rape of a minor.  
EM Images
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Rape: Furious Mongsenyimti puts 
foot down; demands stringent penalty

FNR invites Naga Diaspora 
on covenant anniversary

ANCSU sets 15 days for legislators 
to pull teachers off desk  

SSA teachers announce hunger strike Nagaland police captures two 
scammers after operation in Rajasthan

Senior journalist Xavier Rutsa no more

Assam lynching: 13 arrested for posting hate messages
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Steyn returns to test squad in 
search of milestone  |  P11

It is not the strongest of 
the species that survive, 
nor the most intelligent, 

but the one most 
responsive to change.

~ Charles Darwin

But eku nahoi... I've never 
seen backdoor appointees 

facing problems. As long as 
uncle is alive, our future is 

secure.

Mirror Takes

~ Arien

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, June 11 
(EMN): The alleged rape 
of a five-year old girl in 
Mokokchung town on Sun-
day morning sparked wide-
spread protests by members 
of the Mongsenyimti Senso 
Telongjem Mokokchung 
Town (MSTMT) on June 11. 
The minor was allegedly 
raped by a 19-year old youth 
identified as a Limatoshi, of 
Longsa village. He is cur-
rently in judicial custody.

Members of the com-
munity organisation took 
the streets in resentment. 
After a short meeting at  
Sungkomen ward the pro-
testers started for the offices 
of Mokokchung's deputy 
commissioner and superin-
tendent of police (SP). 

Officials of the MSTMT 
submitted a memorandum 
to the administration and  
to the police. When the 
protesters reached the SP's 
office the crowd became 
unruly. They started de-
manding that the alleged 
rapist be handed over to 
them. Quick intervention 
from  the MSTMT officials 
and additional SP Relo T Aye 
defused the situation.

The organisation's 
memorandum, a copy of 
which was made available 
to media persons, con-
tained five demands. The 
memorandum was append-
ed by the group's president  
S Ramok Ozukum and Sec-
retary M Ladong Ozukum.  

The letter stated that 
the accused should not be 
allowed bail and that the 
medical condition of the ac-
cused should not be made 
a reason for the court or 

India cannot be run by three 
people; oppn. will unite in six 

months to a year – Rahul  |  P8

Robbie Williams to perform 
at World Cup opening 
ceremony |  P10

administration to grant bail. 
Also, the statement de-

manded that the authori-
ties compensate the victim 
immediately, and entitle to 
the victim and her family 
the means to meet medical 
expenditure.

Further, the organisa-
tion demanded that there 
should be no discrepancy 
and delay from the authori-
ties in pronouncing the full 
conviction of the accused.

The statement cau-
tioned: “Any delay and / or 
untoward measures and 
steps be taken so as to deny 
justice to the victim and her 
family and to the citizen at 
large we will take law in our 
own hand and you and the 
accused will be held respon-
sible  at all cost.”

The apex women or-

ganization of Ao women, 
Watsu Mungdang, also sub-
mitted a memorandum to 
the Mokokchung deputy 
commissioner. The organi-
sation demanded that the 
accused should be given 
the 'highest' form of pun-
ishment and that the victim 
be given adequate com-
pensation immediately. It 
cautioned that failure to 
take action would leave the 
Watsu Mungdang no alter-
native but to take an own 
course of action. 

Another organisation, 
the Mokokchung Town La-
nur Telongjem (MTLT) has 
vehemently condemned 
the alleged rape. 

The group stated in a 
press release to the media 
on Monday that it was "to-
tally shocked and disgusted 

at the abominable act of the 
culprit." It demanded the 
'most stringent of punish-
ments' for the culprit. 

Appreciating Mongsen-
bai ward for apprehending 
the culprit and handing 
him over to the police, the 
MTLT also acknowledged 
the police for taking prompt 
action.  

The MTLT has pointed 
to provisions in the Crimi-
nal Law Amendment Ordi-
nance of 2018, which made 
amendments in the Indian 
Penal Code, Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure, Indian Evi-
dence Act, and Protection 
of Children from Sexual 
Offences Act. 

"It  st ipulates that, 
among many, the Inves-
tigation in rape cases to 
be completed within two 

months; that ‘no anticipa-
tory bail can be granted to 
a person accused of rape 
of girls of age less than six-
teen years’; and ‘minimum 
punishment of 20 years 
rigorous imprisonment and 
maximum death penalty / 
life Imprisonment for com-
mitting rape on a girl aged 
below 12," the organisation 
stated. 

The organisation has 
cautioned law enforcing 
agencies to leave no stone 
unturned when investigat-
ing the case. "Any lapses 
while this case is being pur-
sued and investigated will 
be viewed seriously and any 
unwanted fallout because 
of such lapses would be the 
sole responsibility of the 
law enforcing agencies," it 
stated. 

Dimapur, June 11 (EMN):  
The Forum for Naga Rec-
onciliation will be host-
ing a 'service' to mark the 
ninth anniversary of the 
Covenant of Reconcilia-
tion. The commemoration 
is scheduled for June 13 
at the Dimapur Ao Baptist 
Arogo at Duncan Basti in 
Dimapur. The program 
will begin from 10:00am 
onwards.

The forum stated in a 
press release to the media 
that that June 13 2018 will 
be marking the ninth year 
of the 'Covenant of Recon-

ciliation' that was signed by 
late Isak Chishi Swu, late SS 
Khaplang and brig. (retired) 
S. Singnya on behalf of their 
respective Naga political 
group. The signing of the 
'Covenant of Reconcilia-
tion' paved the way to end 
violence and bloodshed 
among the Naga groups,' 
the forum noted. 

"For the commemora-
tion service FNR has in-
vited Naga political groups 
to share words of affirming 
their commitment to the 
Covenant of Reconciliation. 
Furthermore, there will be 

personal testimonies by 
families affected by fac-
tional violence and young 
people sharing voices of 
hope," the forum stated.

The FNR has invited the 
public, and leaders of the 
Naga groups, Naga tribal 
organizations; women, stu-
dent, and youth groups; 
'professionals'; churches, 
and the media community, 
and legislators to attend the 
commemoration. 

"Your presence and 
participation will be greatly 
appreciated," the FNR re-
quested.

Dimapur, June 11 (EMN): The All Nagaland 
College Students’ Union (ANCSU) has given 
legislators 15 days to 'detach'  teachers  un-
der the elected representatives'  assignment. 
The students issued to the media on Mon-
day a copy of a representation addressed to 
legislators in the Nagaland Legislative As-
sembly. The ANCSU expressed fervently op-
position to 'attachment of teachers to VIPs' 
in any manner. The group had requested the 
department in concern in this regard. 

'But despite several appeals and rep-
resentation that were served, it is learnt 
that some legislators are still exercising at-
tachment (sic) of teachers with them,' the 
organisation lamented. 

The ANCSU's representation read: 

'Therefore, the union appeals to your good 
office to take this matter seriously and not to 
attach any teachers with your esteemed self 
under any condition or understanding and 
detach the aforementioned within 15 days / 
intently if there is any as this would directly 
affect the institution jeopardizing the wel-
fare of the students’ community.'

The organisation assured that it will be 
'vigilant' in this regard and will not com-
promise under any condition that would 
hamper the students’ welfare. 

The teachers, the organisation ex-
plained, are supposed to be teaching in 
their posted institutions for the uplift and 
progress of students in particular and the 
institution in general.'

Dimapur, June 11 (EMN): The agi-
tating 2010 and 2013 batches of the 
Nagaland Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan 
Teachers’ Association (NSSATA) have 
announced a hunger strike. The or-
ganisation issued a press release on 
Monday stating the decision.  

"With no response from the gov-
ernment even as the teachers are 
on the 4th day of their peaceful and 

democratic means of agitation, the ag-
grieved teachers have made a decision 
to strengthen their voice by furthering 
the ongoing stir," the teachers stated. 
"Mention may be made that because 
of the problems faced by the teachers, 
not only the students but more than 
2500 families of the agitating teachers 
are also affected." 

However, only a section of them 

will be "shouldering the responsibility 
of the cause on behalf of all the mem-
bers of the association, the note in-
formed. 'A section of the members has 
volunteered to go on a hunger strike 
from the 12th of June 2018 while all the 
members have unanimously decided 
to continue the sit-in protest till the 
government offers a positive response 
to the long pending demand,' it added.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, June 11 (EMN): A 
special operation team from 
the Nagaland police suc-
cessfully nabbed two broth-
ers Sabir and Shakir, resi-
dents of Jhenjhpuri village 
in Rajasthan on charges of 
scamming people on online 
resell and retail websites. 
They are said to have been 
duping buyers on popular 
websites such as OLX. 

The police team were led 
by officer in-charge (OC) of 
Dimapur's East Police Sta-
tion, Amit Nigam.

An FIR that was filed on 
June 16  under the IPC Act 

Guwahati, June 11 (IANS): 
Police in Assam have ar-
rested 13 people for posting 
hate messages on social 
media over the lynching of 
two youths in Karbi Anglong 
district by villagers. Earlier, 
the villagers had mistaken 
them to be child abductors, 
an official said on Monday.

Ten people were arrest-
ed on Sunday evening and 
three others on Monday 
morning. 

The 13, arrested from 
different parts of the state, 
posted either hate messages 
or fake information regard-
ing the killings that took 
place in Dokmoka area on 

June 8, the officer said.
So far, 16 people have 

been arrested in connection 
with the brutal murders of 
Nilotpal Das and Abhijeet 
Nath near the Kathilangso 
waterfall. 

The police say more 
people have been identified 
and could be arrested.

and IT Act by a resident of 
Padumpukhuri in Dimapur 
stated that the complainant 
had visited on June 14 the 
popular buy and sell web-
site OLX. It was there that 
the buyer, a woman, came 
across a seller by the name 
of one Vikram Waghmere. 

With the intention to buy 
an IPhone, a deal between 
the seller and the buyer was 
arrived at through exchange 
of phone numbers and vari-
ous Whatsapp messages. 
The deal was INR 34000 for 
an iPhone 7 plus, media 
persons were informed by 
Nigam at East Police Station.  
After numerous bank trans-
actions amounting to INR 
67400, which included an 
advance, two "late fees" and 
other "ridiculous" reasons 
for payment, the victim also 
received a bogus phone call 
from a well known courier 
service "Overnight Express" 
claiming that the phone 
would be delivered only 
after the full amount of INR 
67400 was paid. 

The OC informed that 
the police team left for 
Bharatpur in Rajastan on 
June 1 after an extensive 

investigation. The probe 
involved thorough research 
involving bank account de-
tails of both the victim and 
the two accused, and mo-
bile forensic analysis of four 
phone numbers provided to 
the victim.

"The analysis of bank 
account details traced to a 
State Bank of India account 
located at Nuh, Haryana and 
another account traced to 
a Punjab National Bank in 
Bharatpur, Rajasthan," OC 
Nigam informed.

Nigam informed that the 
team reached the Bharatpur 
SP's office on June 4 where 
they deputed a Special Op-
eration Group as they were 
"knowledgeable of the local 
conditions." 

After informing the sen-
ior officers about the op-
eration and acknowledging 
the quick progress of the 
mission, the senior officials 
suggested that they get the 
customer application forms 
of the phone numbers. 

As luck would have it, 
the OC informed that the 
two accused had used their 
own identification cards 
which directed them to 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, June 11 (EMN): 
Nagaland’s media frater-
nity on Monday afternoon 
bade a tearful farewell to 
senior journalist and presi-
dent of the Kohima Press 
Club (KPC), Xavier Rutsa, 
who passed away during 
the early hours of June 11. 
He was 41.

The journalist is said to 
have suffered a stroke and 
collapsing on a set of steps 
when returning home from 
a meeting at around 12:30 
am. According to Rutsa’s 
family, he was rushed to a 
hospital after the fall where 
he was declared dead.

A moving funeral serv-
ice was held at New Market 
in the afternoon where 
hundreds of people came 
to pay their last respects.

“He (Rutsa) has been a 
torchbearer for journalism 
and for the welfare of jour-
nalists right from the time 
he entered the profession 
two decades ago,” a repre-
sentative of Kohima Press 
Club said in an eulogy dur-
ing the service.

Rutsa was described 
as ‘a friend, brother and 
mentor’ to the members 
of the club which he co-
founded with several other 
likeminded journalists. 
“We are so privileged to 
have worked with some-

Jhenjhpuri village, a little 
over 50 kms from Bharatpur.

The SOG and the Naga-
land police team on June 4 
arrived at Jhenjpuri which 
was informed to be a "no-
torious village known for 
stone pelting and firing at 
police." 

On June 5, with the help 
of an informant, the house 
of the two accused was raid-
ed and after much tussle, 
Sabir and Shakir were over-
powered by the team of six 
including Nigam. 

The OC revealed that 
the modus operandi of the 
scammers was well-planned 
and executed by Sabir and 
Shakir.

"They fooled their vic-
tims by telling them that 
they were with the Indian 
army," Nigam informed. 
The duo even went to the 
extent of donning military 
uniforms and providing 
army identification cards via 
Whatsapp to their victims, it 
was informed.

It was also informed that 
the brothers took their "gim-
mick" to another level by us-
ing Google maps to fool their 
victims telling them their 
location as a place closest to 
where the victims resid. 

During the operation, 
the OC informed, Nagaland 
police were the only force 
to have had all information 
and particulars of the ac-
cused before raiding. "The 
two accused have duped 
many people all over the 
country, and other police 
forces did not have the in-
formation like we did," he 
said. 

According to the two 
accused their operandi had 
been running since Decem-
ber 2016.

one like him- a man with 
a strong conviction for the 
profession, unambiguous 
principles and as many 
would put it, a master of 
his trade, a leader who had 
such a deep care about fel-
low reporters, both seniors 
and juniors alike,” the eu-
logy read.

“Xavier has taught us 
strong values and the im-
portance of working as a 
team, tolerance towards 
one another, generosity 
and acceptance of one an-
other’s weaknesses. We will 
always remember him as 
a leader, a fighter for the 
rights of the Fourth Estate 
as well as the downtrodden 
in the society,” it added. 

His demise was stated 
to be a great loss for the 
press fraternity not just 

We are deeply shocked and saddened by the 
sudden demise of Xavier Rutsa in the early 
hours of June 11 2018 in Kohima.

Along with his other innumerable contributions to 
various organisation, and his mentorship as a senior 
journalist, he was a thorough gentleman who had an 
air of genuineness around him. We thank him for his 
authenticity during his lifetime. He was active and given 
to his work and activism as a journalist. A good instance 
of his ownership of his role as a herald was his quick 
online news updates in the Facebook group ‘News of 
the Day,’ which was always refreshing. Such was the 
person of Rutsa. 

The Eastern Mirror family conveys our heartfelt 
condolences to the bereaved family members at this 
hour of grief. 

May his soul rest in peace. 
Editor and Staff

Eastern Mirror

in Nagaland but across 
the north east, and the 
country.

Members of the group 
paid homage to their de-
parted leader by laying 
wreaths by the coffin after 
the eulogy was read out.

Rutsa, born on August 
23, 1976, is stated to have 
started his journey in jour-
nalism by freelancing for 
the then Kohima-based 
daily The Northeast Her-
ald during the 1990s. He 
then worked for Nagaland 
Post, contributed to East-
ern Panorama and later 
became the Kohima cor-
respondent for Times of 
India, a position he kept till 
his passing.

His writings also cov-
ered the rich culture and 
traditions of the Nagas, 
their love for sports and 
music. Besides the press 
fraternity, he was also as-
sociated with various so-
cial organisations includ-
ing youth and sports and 
was involved with philan-
thropic work as well par-
ticularly for orphanages.

Nagaland Governor PB 
Acharya, Nagaland Legis-
lative Assembly Speaker 
Vikho-o Yhoshü, Chief 
Minister Neiphiu Rio, lead-
er of opposition TR Zeliang 
and different political par-
ties in the state have also 
expressed grief over Rutsa’s 
untimely death.
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WOMEN HELPLINE: 181
DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)

Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

State to observe Intensified 
Diarrhoea Control fortnight 

Chakhsang students observe WED

Springfield School organises literary competition

Organisations, individuals mourn Xavier Rutsa’s demise

Members of the KCSU pose for a group photograph during their World Environment Day programme in Kohima on June 5.

Seen in the images are students of Springfield School planting saplings during a competition on June 1.

Technical Education dept. informs
In supersession of earlier notification of even No. DTE/ESTT-
2/12/2018 dated Kohima, the 29th May 2018, the Technical 
education department has informed that the last date of 
submission of Class XII mark sheet for NSEE has been extended 
to June 15. The department director, Arjun Singh, has directed 
those candidates under CBSE, who are yet to receive Class XII 
mark sheet, to collect the same from their schools or download 
the same and submit it on or before June 15. He further 
informed that documents of those candidates failing to submit 
the same during the stipulated would be forfeited. 

NSCN (IM) informs
NSCN (IM), deputy kilonser and in-charge of Peren district, 
has informed all public that 5% deduction of contract works 
from all concerned should be routed through his knowledge. 
In a press release, the deputy kilonser, Kelang, has appealed 
all concerned not to entertain such demand without his 
knowledge. He has further appealed all concerned to 
cooperate with the organisation.

MVYO cautions residents
Medziphema Village Youth Organisation (MVYO) has expressed 
serious concern over reports doing round on social media 
regarding prevalence of child kidnapping cases in the state. The 
organisation press release on Monday stated has requested 
all citizens not to panic but restrict door-to-door entry of 
unknown salesman, mechanics, tourists in the village. It has 
further cautioned that anyone violating the organisation would 
be doing at their own risk and added that the organisation 
would not be held responsible for any untoward incident. 

TSUD convenes meeting
The Tenyimi Students’ Union Dimapur (TSUD) union assembly 
and presidential meeting have been scheduled to be held on 
June 16 at 2:00 pm at the Tenyimi Union Dimapur complex. 
A press release from the union has informed on Monday. 
The constituent units, sub-ordinate units president, seniors, 
advisor are requested to attend the meeting.  The union also 
requested the units’ president to submit the agenda to the 
speaker on or before June 14.

Colonies oppose dumping waste
The Forest Colony Council and the Midland Colony Council 
in Dimapur have prohibited dumping of wastes material 
within the jurisdiction. The prohibition was made with special 
reference from the stretch opposite of the Little Star Higher 
Secondary School to Nepali Basti Gate. It was informed that 
the joint council would monitor the area at all times with the 
caution that the defaulters would be penalised INR 5000. 

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, June 11 (EMN): To ef-
fectively address the issue of Di-
arrhoea, state government has 
launched an Intensified Diarrhoea 
Control Fortnight (IDCF) begin-
ning from June 12 to 24. The pro-
gramme was launched with an aim 
of achieving improved coverage of 
essential life-saving commodities 
like ORS and zinc dispersible tablets 
and practice of appropriate child 
feeding practices during diarrhoea.

IDCF also focuses on the pre-
ventive aspects like sanitation and 
hand washing.

Reduction of childhood mor-
tality was one of the prime goals 
of National Health Mission and 
millennium Development Goals. 
Childhood diarrhoeal disease con-
tinues to be one of the major killers 
among under five children in many 
states contributing to 11 percent of 
under five deaths in the country. 

Around 2 lakh children die due 
to diarrhoea annually in the coun-
try. Diarrhoeal deaths are usually 
clustered in summer and monsoon 
months. The worst affected are mal-
nourished children and children 
under two years of age.

The state has decided to hold 
the annual IDCF from June 12 to 24 
with an ultimate aim of achieving 
zero child deaths due to diarrhoea. 
As per NFHS -4, the usage of a live 
saving commodity like ORS during 
diarrhoeal episodes in the state is 
only 43.5 % in Urban and 40.8% in 
rural areas respectively.
What is Diarrhoea and how can it 
be prevented?

Diarrhoea is considered when 
the stools have changed from usual 
pattern and are many and watery 
(more water than faecal matter). 
Almost all the deaths due to diar-
rhoea can be averted by preventing 
and treating dehydration by the use 
of ORS (Oral Rehydration Solution) 
and administration of Zinc tablets 
along with adequate nutritional in-
take by the child during diarrhoea. 

Diarrhoea can be prevented 

with use of safe drinking water, 
hand-washing, sanitation, immu-
nization and breastfeeding / ap-
propriate nutrition. 
What is IDCF? How is it imple-
mented?

Intensified Diarrhoea Control 
Fortnight (IDCF) consists of a set 
of activities to be implemented in 
an intensified manner from 12th to 
24th June2018 for prevention and 
control of deaths due to dehydra-
tion from diarrhoea across the state. 
These activities mainly include- in-
tensification of advocacy & aware-
ness generation activities for diar-
rhoea management, strengthening 
service provision for diarrhoea case 
management, establishment of 
ORS-Zinc corners, prepositioning 
of ORS by ASHA in households with 
under-five children and awareness 
generation activities for hygiene 
and sanitation.
Objective and Strategy
1. Goal of IDCF
 The goal of IDCF is ‘to attain 

zero child deaths due to child-
hood diarrhoea’. 

 The overall objective of IDCF is 
to ensure high coverage of ORS 
and Zinc use rates in children 
with diarrhoea throughout the 
country along with inculcating 
appropriate behaviour in care 
givers for diarrhoea prevention 
& management of under-five 
children, with emphasis on the 
high priority areas and vulner-
able communities.

2. Specific objectives of IDCF
 To improve usage of ORS and 

Zinc for childhood diarrhoea.
 To complement awareness ac-

tivities (including Swachh) for 
prevention and management 
of diarrhoea in under-five chil-
dren. 

3. Strategy for the IDCF
 The focus of IDCF is on delivery 

of simple proven interventions 
that have large impact towards 
control of childhood diarrhoeal 
morbidity and mortality. The 

IDCF strategy is three folds:
1) Improved availability and use of 

ORS and Zinc at the community
2) Facility level strengthening to 

manage cases of dehydration
3) Enhanced advocacy and com-

munication on prevention and 
control of diarrhoea through 
IEC campaign.

Overview of IDCF activities for 
2018

•	 At	Community	/	Village	Level
 Distribution of ORS (and Zinc) 

and demonstration at the 
household level

 Inter Personal Communication 
(IPC) activities by ANM/ ASHA 
on hygiene and sanitation along 
with management of diarrhoea

 Hand washing demonstration in 
schools

 Mobile health teams for urban 
areas & hard to reach area.

•	 At	Health	Facility	Level
 Establishment of ORS and Zinc 

corners for treatment of diar-
rhoea

 Promote standard case manage-
ment of diarrhoeal cases

 Cleaning of water tanks in health 
facilities, provision of safe drink-
ing water

•	 Convergence	of	allied	depart-
ments 

 IDCF involves coming together 
of different departments like 
School Education (Hand wash-
ing demonstration and provi-
sion of safe drinking water), 
Social Welfare (ORS-Zinc cor-
ners in Anganwadi centers and 
nutrition support) and PHED /
PWD (Sanitation and safe drink-
ing water). The civil administra-
tion also has a responsibility in 
bringing all these departments 
together. Awareness generation 
needs the active involvement of 
church, the village health com-
mittees, NGOs and the media.
This was stated in press issued 

by Dr. Kevichusa Medhikru, mission 
director of National Health Mission, 
Nagaland.

Dimapur, June 11 (EMN): 
Joining with the rest of 
the world, Kohima Cha-
khesang Students’ Union 
(KCSU) has observed the 
World Environment Day 
on	June	5	at	Lerie,	a	plot	
situated below Kohima 
helipad, and sponsored by 
the social forestry division, 
Kohima, under the depart-
ment of Forest, Ecology, 
Environment and Wildlife, 

Government of Nagaland.
C o m m e m o r a t i n g 

the day on the theme 
“Beat plastic pollution,” 
KCSU president, Zacu-
sato Theyo, has delivered 
a short speech, wherein he 
called upon the gathering 
to actively engage in the 
protection of the ecosys-
tem and other threaten-
ing environmental issues. 
He further challenged the 

participants to be the am-
bassadors and warriors 
in their own capacity on 
the alarming issues of the 
environment by educat-
ing the families, peers and 
the society at large in their 
everyday lifestyles. Theyo 
also urged to the sections 
of the society to unite in 
the fight against plastic 
and explore alternatives 
that could sustain the eco-

system.
In a correspondent to 

the media by the educa-
tion secretary, Thejoto 
Nienu, stated that the 
programme was chaired 
by the general secretary, 
Viewolo	Koza,	while	the	
invocation was said by 
AGS KCSU, Revine Movi. 
The vote thanks was said 
its social and cultural sec-
retary,	Ravolu	Venuh.	

Governor: State governor, PB 
Acharya, has mourned the de-
mise Xavier Rutsa, who passed 
on June 11. In a condolence 
message, the governor has 
described Rutsa as a fine gen-
tleman, a sensitive journal-
ist, a generous friend, and a 
thoughtful writer. He lamented 
that on his demise Nagaland 
has lost a refined journalist. 
The governor further stated 
that his legacy would con-
tinue to inspire the budding 
journalists as he was a men-
tor to young journalists and 
a fountain of wisdom to his 
colleagues. 

Governor has conveyed 
condolence to the bereaved 
family members and prayed 
for the departed soul to rest 
in peace. 
MPC:  Mokokchung Press 
Club (MPC), while mourn-
ing the untimely demise of 
Vinyulhou	Xavier	Rutsa,	has	
expressed remorse over the 
demise of senior member. In 
a condolence message, the 
club	 president,	 Limalenden	
Longkumer,	and	the	general	
secretary, Sashimeren, have 
recollected their association 
with late Xavier Rutsa, which 
they have described him as 
proficient journalist, dynamic 
leader and a wonderful human 
being. MPC has conveyed con-
dolence to the bereaved family 
and prayed for the eternal rest 
of the departed soul.
NPF: NPF central youth wing, 
while mourning over his sud-

den demise, described him 
as prolific writer, who had 
contributed immensely to the 
society as well as to the media 
fraternity in disseminating 
unbiased reports. NPF has 
conveyed condolence to the 
bereaved family and prayed 
for the departed soul to rest 
in peace. 
ANCSU: All Nagaland College 
Students’ Union (ANCSU) has 
also condoled the sudden de-
mise of Xavier Rutsa. The un-
ion, in a press release issued by 
its president, Imnameren, and 
the assistant general secretary, 
P Awomi, have conveyed con-
dolence to the bereaved family 
members. It has further prayed 
for the departed soul to rest in 
peace.

Nagaland Post: Editor and 
staff of Nagaland Post have also 
mourned the demise of Xavier 
Rutsa, who passed away on 
June 11 in Kohima. Xavier had 
worked for Nagaland Post and 
eventually left in April 2012.  
In a condolence message, the 
editor of Nagaland Post, Geof-
frey Yaden, has described him 
as an honest, sober, friendly 
and a conscientious worker. 
He has also described Xavier 
as a thorough gentleman and 
a rare breed among contem-
porary youths. 

The staff of Nagaland Post 
has conveyed condolence 
to the bereaved family and 
prayed for the departed soul to 
rest in peace.
NEN: The North East Network, 

in a condolence message, has 
described Xavier Rutsa as a 
dear friend and a supporter 
to them whom they have al-
ways counted on. It lamented 
that his departure was a loss 
for those who truly believe in 
social justice.  It has conveyed 
condolence to the bereaved 
family members.
K Therie:  President of the 
Nagaland Pradesh Congress 
Committee (NPCC), K Therie, 
while condoling the demise 
of Xavier has described him 
as a tall figure among the 
fraternity whose professional 
personality made him stand 
out. In a condolence mes-
sage, Therie stated that late 
Rutsa has left a lasting im-
pression upon those he came 
into contact with for his wit, 
knowledge and foresight on 
various issues, He has further 
conveyed condolences to the 
bereaved family members and 
prayed for the departed soul 
to rest in peace.
KPC:  Kohima Press  Club 
(KPC), while condoling the 
demise of its resident Xavier 
Rutsa, has described as a tow-
ering figure in journalism, who 
clearly distinguished himself 
as an icon of a free press and 
somebody, who was a reservoir 
of knowledge pertaining to the 
media industry.

KPC lamented that it has 
lost a mentor, friend and a 
great human being. KPC has 
further conveyed condolence 
to the bereaved family mem-

ber and prayed for the depart-
ed soul to rest in peace.
JFA Guwahati:  Journalists’ 
Forum Assam ( JFA) has also 
expressed anguished over the 
demise of Xavier Rutsa. In 
a condolence message, the 
forum has conveyed condo-
lence to the bereaved family 
members.
DPC: Dimapur Press Club 
(DPC) has also express condo-
lence on the demise of Xavier 
Rutsa, who passed away on 
June 11. In a condolence mes-
sage, the press club has de-
scribed him as a sincere and 
diligent person, who had con-
tributed selflessly for the Naga 
society. The club has conveyed 
condolence to the bereaved 
family and prayed that the 
God Almighty would comfort 
and grant strength to bear with 
the loss.
APO: The Angami Youth Or-
ganisation (APO) has also con-
doled the demise of Xavier, 
which it described as a prom-
ising individual who had set 
various examples of talents in 
the field of literary and arts. 
AYO lamented that his demise 
was a loss not only to the An-
gami community but Nagas 
as a whole. APO has conveyed 
condolence to the bereaved 
family.
Vikho-o Yhoshü: NLA	speaker,	
Vikho-o	Yhoshü,	has	expressed	
shocked at the demise of Xavi-
er	Rutsa.	Yhoshü	remembered	
him as a fine and an upright 
gentleman, who was commit-

ted	to	the	profession.	Yhoshü	
has conveyed condolence 
to the bereaved family and 
prayed that the Almighty God 
grant eternal rest to the de-
parted soul. 
MJA: The Mizoram Journal-
ists’ Association and its entire 
seven district headquarters 
expressed shocked and sad-
ness at the demise of Xavier 
Rutsa, A press release from the 
association on Monday stated 
that the demise of Rutsa was 
an irreparable loss to the entire 
journalists’ fraternity of North-
east India and especially to the 
journalists of Nagaland. The 
association has conveyed con-
dolence to the bereaved family 
and prayed for the departed 
soul to rest in peace.
NPA: Nagaland Press Asso-
ciation (NPA), while condoling 
the demise of Xavier Rutsa, has 
described him as a dedicated 
journalist, who has worked 
with Nagaland Post as a cor-
respondent from Kohima for 
many years besides being a 
correspondent for the Times 
of India till his last breathe. In 
a condolence message NPA 
president, K Temjen Jamir and 
the general secretary, Along 
Lomgkumer,	stated	 	 that	his	
demise was not only a loss to 
the media fraternity of Naga-
land but to the entire Naga 
society. NPA has conveyed 
condolence to the bereaved 
family members and prayed 
for the departed soul to rest 
in peace.

Dimapur, June 11 (EMN): Spring-
field	School,	Rüzaphema,	has	or-
ganised a literary programme on 
June 1 in the school premises. 

Various	 participants	 have	
competed in debate on the topic 
‘Internet for students,’ besides 
extempore speech, sketch, es-
say writing, singing, arts etc. The 
competitions were categorised as 

beginners, sub-junior, junior and 
senior, which were divided into 
four houses namely Red, Green, 
Yellow and Blue. 

The overall championship was 
won by the blue house, while the 
second and third positions were 
won by Green and Red house re-
spectively.

The school also observed the 

‘World Environment Day’ by plant-
ing different kinds of trees sapling, 
giving awareness to the students 
on the importance of trees and its 
adverse effect, if we did not preserve 
the trees now.

The school headmaster, Whezo 
Yokha, has urged upon the students 
to be nature friendly so that they do 
not cut down the trees randomly.
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Tovihoto addressing the monthly meeting of the DPDB in the DC’s conference hall in Dimapur.

Mhathung Yanthan distributing seedlings to vegetable growers at the State Horticulture Nursery at 4th 
Mile in Dimapur.

Members of  KAL group, and Sarvahitey seen here with officers of Dimapur District Jail during the 
inauguration of Project Paper Bridge on June 11.

I Himato Zhimomi shares in a group photograph with health service providers during a workshop at the 
directorate of H&FW in Kohima on June 11. 

Orgs. extend solidarity to SSA teachers

Medical personnel urged to take 
holistic approach on health issues

Districts planning boards meet for June agenda

‘Project Paper Bridge’ reaches Dimapur District Jail 

Horti. advisor encourages use 
of tech. for surplus production 

STATE

Dimapur, June 11 (EMN): The Concerned 
Citizens of Nagaland (CCN) has extended 
its solidarity to the Nagaland Sarva Shik-
sha Abhiyan Teachers Association (NS-
SATA) in their fight for justice. 

The association said the altruistic 
service of NSSATA 2010 and 2013 batch 
deserves to be applauded.

A press release received here on 
Monday from the media cell of the CNN, 
expressing resentment at the ‘step-
motherly’ treatment meted out to the SSA 
teachers. The association the government 
should understand that they (SSA teach-
ers) are ‘human and not robotic teachers 
that one can expect them to serve for 
years without regular salary.

‘When they are performing sincerely 
at par with the other regularly paid 
teachers, the government needs to take 
cognisance of their selfless sacrifice and 
take corrective measure in the interest of 
both the teachers and the students,’ the 
CCN asserted.

‘The citizens of Nagaland are not 
blind to the constant empty words been 
fed to the SSA teachers despite the writ-
ten assurance in 2016 after the infamous 
water cannon incident,’ it stated.

The CCN urged the government ad-
dress their genuine demand, so that it 
does not affect the studies of the students.

Konyak students threaten to 
close down schools
Expressing concern over the SSA teach-
ers’ issue, the Konyak Students’ Union 
(KSU) has appealed the state government 
to bring out the solution to the agitating 
teachers at the earliest.

The union threatened to close down 
all the government schools in Mon dis-
trict . The KSU also said it will encourage 
the students to participate in the agitation 
to support their teachers and for which 
the concerned department and govern-
ment will be held responsible.

Pointing out that most of the govern-
ment schools in Mon district are under 
the establishment of the SSA, the union 
president and education secretary in a 
press statement stated that with no teach-
ers in station the  students and academic 
session has been adversely affected .

“It is learnt that some of the schools 
are closed down due to absence of teach-
ers,” the press release stated. 

The union also pointed out that 
schools are supposed to conduct mid-
term examination for which the syllabus 
are yet to be covered.

The union condemned ‘the blame 
game,’ which is affecting the students by 
declaring unofficial agitation holidays 
often.

Dimapur, June 11 (EMN): 
The commissioner-secre-
tary of the directorate of 
Health & Family Welfare 
(H&FW), I Himato Zhi-
momi called upon the 
health service providers 
in the state for a newer 
and holistic approach on 
health issues.

Zhimomi was  ad-
dressing the district and 
state officials of health 
during the state level ori-
entation workshop on 
the ‘Operationalisation 
of Health & Wellness Cen-
tre,’ under Ayushman 
Bharat initiative on June 
8 in the conference hall 
of Hotel Vivor in Kohima, 
an update received from 
DIPR  informed. 

The commissioner-
secretary emphasized 
on the emerging need of 
introduction on concept 
of wellness apart from 
health. He also envisaged 
concentrated efforts to be 
made towards improve-
ment of mental, social 
and spiritual well-being 
of the society which in 
turn will improve the eco-
nomic productivity and 
quality of life for the Naga 

people.
The mission director 

of the National Health 
Mission (NHM), Dr. Kevi-
chusa, also stressed on 
the need for continu-
um of care for chronic 
NCD diseases beside 
the RMNCH+A services. 
He urged all the officials 
present to support the in-
itiative for successful im-
plementation of HWCs.

According to update, 
the eorkshop has been 
conducted by the H&FW 
in collaboration with De-
velopmental Partner Jh-
piego- a non profit global 
health leader affiliated 
with the Johns Hopkins 
University that works to-
wards saving lives, im-
proving health and trans-
forming futures. Through 
this workshop, the state 
aims to roll out compre-
hensive primary health 
care (CPHC) services 
through up-gradation of 
existing health facilities 
into HWCs across the 
state.

In the first phase of 
implementation,  the 
State Government of 
Nagaland would be up-

grading 56 sub-centres 
to Health and Wellness 
centres (HWCs). Govt. 
of India is said to have 
been selected two PHCs 
in Kiphire among the 115 
aspiration districts in the 
country to be activated 
as HWCs and five Urban 
PHCs to be upgraded to 
HWCs.

The workshop talked 
o n  k e y  e l e m e n t s  o f 
CPHC and HWCs, ensur-
ing continuum of care; 
providing an expanded 
service delivery; expand-
ing diagnostics and new 
technologies; promoting 
health through commu-
nity mobilization; creat-
ing robust IT systems and 
partnering for knowl-
edge. It has informed 
that these centres will be 
equipped with a special-
ized team including a 
specially qualified mid – 
level provider and other 
health workers who will 
be trained with addition-
al multiple skills for effi-
cient healthcare delivery. 
The mid-level providers 
will be trained through 
six month bridge course 
developed by IGNOU.

with the new technolo-
gies by upgrading one’s 
skill for better use of land 
for maximum benefits.  
He emphasised on the 
need to explore new ways 
for surplus production.

Yathan called upon 
the vegetable growers 
to change their mindset 
saying that farming is a 
profitable business, and 
it should be taken more 
than just a way of life.

The advisor said the 

department assist and 
demonstrate the hi-tech 
to the farmers. He also 
suggested that such hi-
tech can be taken up by 
entrepreneurs instead 
depending on the depart-
ment and farmers. 

He impressed upon 
the participants that God 
has blessed the state with 
enough land and suitable 
weather condition but 
people are not able to 
use it productively due 

to laziness. He said that 
unlike other states where 
farming is a proud pro-
fession, farmers in the 
state are ashamed to be 
called farmers. 

E n c o u r a g i n g  t h e 
farmers to consider the 
Horticulture department 
as their own, Yanthan 
said ‘the department be-
longs to those who are 
willing and hardworking. 
Fuether, he urged farm-
ers to take up training to 

update them with new 
technologies.

Secretary to the de-
partment, Alan Gonmei, 
shared the aim of the hi-
tech seedling is to assist 
farmers and encouraged 
them to take up organic 
farming. He advised the 
farmers to plant seedlings 
as much as possible so 
that the government can 
achieve its target which is 
meant for farmers.

The director of Hor-
ticulture, Dr. R Elithung 
Lotha informed said that 
the department is distrib-
uting the first produce 
of the unit. He said that 
vegetable being most im-
portant in daily life the 
department has come up 
with the unit for better 
vegetable farming which 
will benefit both the grow-
ers and the consumers. 

L o t h a  f u r t h e r  i n -
formed the farmers that 
the department would 
engage some educated 
unemployed youth to run 
the nursery after which 
the farmers have to buy 
the seedlings in a nomi-
nal rate.

D i m a p u r ,  J u n e  1 1 
(EMN):  A library under 
a project called ‘Project 
Paper Bridge,’ initiated 

by KAL group, legal prac-
titioner & consultancy 
firm in collaboration with 
Sarvahitey, a Delhi based 

NGO was inaugurated by 
Commissioner of Police 
Limasunep at the District 
Jail in Dimapur on June 11.   

Dimapur, June 11 (EMN): 
Advisor for Power depart-
ment and also chairman of 
District Planning and De-
velopment Board (DPDB) 
Dimapur, H Tovihoto 
Ayemi advised all the ad-
ministrative officers and 
department heads serving 
under Dimapur district 
to be punctual and com-
mitted in their assigned 
duties.

C h a i r i n g  t h e  1 s t 
DPDB meeting after the 
installation of the Peo-
ple’s Democratic Alliance 
(PDA) government, Tovi-
hoto reminded that mem-
bers that officers serving 
in Dimapur are the most 
privileged and efficient 
government employees 
and urged them not to 
neglect the works assigned 
to them. He also remind-
ed them to be regular in 
attending the monthly 
board meeting. 

Irrespective of political 
parties, the legislators of 
Dimapur district will join 
hands together and work 
for the welfare of the peo-
ple, Ayemi maintained.

DC Sushil Kumar Patel 
who is also the vice chair-
man of Dimapur DPDB, 
thanked all the members 
for their contributions 
during the recently con-
cluded Lok Sabha by-elec-
tions.

In the meeting, MS 
Dimapur highlighted on 
the urgent need for black 
topping the area inside the 
Dimapur district hospital. 
He said that the stretch 
from OT to the ward is 
about 500 to 700 meters 
where patients are carried 
in trolley causing lots of 
pain and inconvenience 
to the patients due to the 
uneven surface. The house 
decided to write to the 
engineering civil wing of 
Medical department to 
take up the work. With 
regard to the slow pace 
of work progress of the 
new 200 bedded Dimapur 
district hospital construc-
tion, Tovihoto asked for 

the details of the new hos-
pital construction to be 
taken up in the next DPDB 
meeting.

On the agenda for set-
ting up of bank at Thahek-
hu block IV, Rangapahar 
crossing, the house de-
cided to write to the Lead 
bank and take up during 
DLCC meeting. 

On the agenda for 
grant in aid, the house 
decided to forward the 
documents of all the eight 
schools to the government 
as no adverse remarks 
were noted. 

With regard to the reg-
istration of societies for 
Young women Christian 
Association Dimapur, ten 
branches cooperative so-
ciety Dimapur, Hazi Park 
Business Welfare Commit-
tee, Wotsa Arts, and train-
ing centre Dimapur, the 
house agreed to forward to 
the government as all the 
documents were found in 
order with no adverse re-
marks on verification. On 
registration of the Skill@
bility Dimapur, the board 
has forwarded the docu-
ments to SDO (C) for veri-
fication and submission 
of report to be discussed 
during the next meeting. 

Agenda for opening 
Academy for Theology 
and Missions the House, 
board decided to endorse 
the documents to SDO (C) 
administration for verifi-
cation after which it would 
be forwarded to the direc-
tor of Higher &Technical. 
Zunheboto: Zunheboto 
DPDB meeting was held 
on June 8, with  the chair-
man of the board, Khe-
hovi, who is also the dvisor 
for Tourism; advisor for 
Agriculture and Co-oper-
ation, Kaito Aye; Pukhayi 
Sumi, advisor forF&CS, 
NSDMA and Legal Metrol-
ogy; and advisor for Edu-
cation, K Tokugha Sukhalu 
in attendance.

During the meeting, 
the legislators expressed 
the need for expanding 
economy by activating the 
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Dimapur, June 11:  The 
advisor for Horticluture, 
Mhathung Yanthang has 
urged the farmers learn 
scientific farming in or-
der to meet the demands 
of ever increasing popu-
lation in the state.

Addressing the veg-
etable growers during 
the distribution of hi-
tech vegetable seedlings 
programme as a chief 
guest, Yanthan stressed 
on the importance of 
high technology applica-
tions in today’s world. He 
programme was organ-
ised by the department of 
Horticulture, at the State 
Horticulture Nursery, 4th 
Mile in Dimapur on June 
11.

The advisor said with 
the changing world, new 
advanced methods and 
technologies have come 
up. He opined that farm-
ing can be easy with 
the application the new 
equipments. 

Stating that tradition-
al method of farming can 
sustain one, however, he 
said one has to keep pace 

In his key note address, 
Limasunep appreciated 
the initiative taken by the 
group of young lawyers 
in reaching out to the jail 
inmates through ‘Project 
Paper Bridge.’ He said that 
reading values will help 
the inmates in their refor-
mation and rehabilitation.

 “Our society has failed 
its citizens especially the 
Under Trial Prisoners 
(UTPs) in one way or the 
other and setting up Li-
brary for them will benefit 
not only the jail inmates 
but society as a whole,” he 
observed.

Co-founder of Sarva-
hitey Prem Prakash, high-

lighted the purpose of the 
project. He said that the 
chain of libraries will cul-
turally unify the whole 
country. The Dimapur 
District Jail is the first li-
brary of its kind in the state 
and the third library under 
the project, he informed.

 Sarvahitey in collab-
oration with KAL group 
plans to open many more 
libraries in Nagaland over 
a period of next 18 months 
under the Northeast chap-
ter of the ‘Project Paper 
Bridge’. A total of 1,000 
libraries will be opened 
all across India under this 
project, out of which 100 
will be in Northeast.

government departments 
in the district. Heads of 
offices were requested to 
rededicate themselves and 
serve the department with 
sincerity. Head of offices 
were also requested to 
come up with new and in-
novative proposals in the 
DPDB meeting.

SDO Civil,  Ajit re-
viewed the last meeting 
minutes and highlighted 
on the ‘Beti Bachao Beti 
Parhao’.

The board members 
discussed on creation of 
Treasury office at Satakha 
for which STO (Treasury 
Officer) was entrusted to 
furnish the details. Crea-
tion of SDO (Electrical) 
at two administrative at 
Satakha and Suruhuto was 
deliberated. In this regard, 
the concerned officer has 
been directed to submit 
the report. 

GB Association of Zun-
heboto town requested the 
board members for finan-
cial assistance to which 
the board has agreed to 
take up the matter.

The ‘Vision document’ 
of the DPDB and ‘Cof-
fee plantation’ were dis-
cussed. The board also 
agreed with the proposal 
for construction of multi- 
purpose hall in the Zunhe-
boto town. 

Immediate need for 
construction of new build-
ing for administrative of-
ficers, senior engineer 
complex, Government 

High School, PWD Me-
chanical and Housing 
were deliberated.

Formation of land-
owner committee to tackle 
such problems was also 
suggested.

Principal, Zunheboto 
Government College has 
been directed to submit 
detail reports for his pro-
posal for introduction of 
science stream, sociol-
ogy as elective subject, 
honours in education de-
partment, renovation and 
extension of rooms and 
water supply etc. 
Wokha:  The monthly 
meeting of the Wokha 
DPDB was held on 11th 
June 11 in the DC’s con-
ference hall. The meet-
ing was presided  over by 
the vice chairman DPDB, 
Dr.Manazir Jeelani Sa-
moon. 

T h e  c h a i r m a n  o f 
DPDB Wokha and advisor 
for Information Technol-
ogy, Science & Technology, 
New & Renewable Energy 
Mmhonlumo Kikon and 
MLA Dr. Chumben Murry 
also attended the meeting.

During the meeting, 
the board felicitated HSLC 
and HSSLC toppers, the 
chairman handed over 
cash awards and certifi-
cates to the meritorious 
students. District educa-
tion officer presented a 
brief report on HSLC result 
2018.

During the meeting 
the board approved rec-

ognition and up-gradation 
of Perennial Montessori 
School, Bethsaida Kin-
dergarten School, Wokha 
and grant-in-aid to Bethel 
High School Wokha. The 
vice chairman requested 
departments to extend 
co-operation during the 
district specific study on 
Swachh Bharat Mission for 
the year 2018.

Power point presenta-
tion was given by Wokha 
District Disaster Manage-
ment and Observation 
Home, Wokha.

Dr. Chumben Mur-
ry presented modalities 
for Wokha town-Year of 
Cleanliness 2018-19 with 
the motto “Cleanliness 
from within.”

The chairman directed 
to form a core committee 
for Wokha town cleanli-
ness committee headed 
by ADC, Wokha involv-
ing representatives from 
stakeholders, churches 
AUDO, DFO, DEO and 
youths of Wokha town and 
youths from Wokha village 
and Longsa village for im-
plementation of the same.

The chairman on be-
half of all the legislators of 
the district thanked the SP 
Wokha, Bharat Market,IPS 
for his service rendered 
during his short tenure 
in the district. SP also 
thanked all officers in the 
district, NGOs and gen-
eral public for the support 
extended during his stay 
at Wokha.
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New Delhi, June 11 (IANS): The 
National Commission for Women 
(NCW ) on Monday partnered 
with hospitality company Airbnb 
to create livelihood opportunities 
for women in the northeast region 
as a step towards their empower-
ment.

The partnership under NCW’s 
capacity building cell - an initia-
tive to focus on skill development-
oriented programmes, will be 

initially started in three states 
- Meghalaya, Nagaland and Aru-
nachal Pradesh - on a pilot basis.

According to NCW Chair-
person Rekha Sharma, the state 
commissions will initially choose 
10 women from these three states 
who will be given training on how 
to start a homestay, get financial 
assistance from banks, generate 
technology-enabled livelihood 
opportunities in tourism and 

hospitality and other skill oriented 
initiatives.

The trained staffs will later 
teach other women and their 
homestays will be featured on the 
web-page of Airbnb.

“It will also promote digital 
inclusion and the creation of 
women-led tourism and hospi-
tality enterprises, thereby paving 
the way for their economic and 
social empowerment. With this 

inclusive development, we hope 
to together provide women in the 
North Eastern States a platform 
to become micro-entrepreneurs,” 
said Sharma. 

Chris Lehane, Global Head of 
Policy, Airbnb said: “India’s north-
east, with its immense tourism 
potential, is a priority market for 
Airbnb and we are very excited 
about the partnership with the 
NCW”.

Agartala, June 11 (IANS): The Election Commis-
sion, through its state panels, would conduct in-
tensive mapping aiming at getting the maximum 
number of disabled eligible voters to exercise their 
franchise in future elections including the 2019 Lok 
Sabha polls, an official said here on Monday.

“The Election Commission has asked all the 
states to conduct exhaustive maping of differently 
abled eligible voters so that maximum number of 
physically challenged eligible voters cast their votes 
in future elections including 2019 Lok Sabha polls,” 
Tripura Chief Electoral Officer Sriram Taranikanti 
told the media here.

“Special arrangements including engagement 
of volunteers were always made in most of the poll-
ing stations for the differently abled eligible voters. 
Now the election authorities would conduct study 
whether any polling station was missing in arrang-
ing the special arrangements for them.

“Our target is to make user friendly special ar-
rangements for each and every otherwise abled 
eligible voter in their respective polling stations,” 
he added.

In Tripura, the Election Department would 
collect the number and other details of the state’s 
disabled population from the Social Welfare De-
partment.

Taranikanti also said that the Election Commis-
sion has also directed to conduct the special sum-
mary revision of the electoral rolls of all states and 
union territories with January 1, 2019, as qualifying 
date of age. 

“After the several month long summary revi-
sion of the voters list, the final publication of the 
photo-affixed electoral rolls would be done in the 
first week of January next year and on the basis of 
that rolls, the Lok Sabha elections would be held,” 
he said.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, June 11 (EMN): Manipur Chief 
Minister N Biren Singh attended to as many 
as about 400 complaints and personally 
met nearly 1500 people during the joint Hill 
Leaders’ Day and Meeyamgi Numit (People’s 
Day) to address their grievances on June 11 
Monday.

After BJP led government came into 
power in March 2017, the chief minister be-
gan to interact with the general public twice 
in a month through Hill Leaders’ Day on the 
10th of every month and Meeyamgi Numit 
on 15th of every month since May 2017.

Speaking to reporters, Biren Singh main-
tained that a bill to protect indigenous peo-
ple of the state would be introduced in the 
next Assembly session. A consultative meet-
ing about the bill would be convened soon 
where all the representatives of the different 
communities would be invited, he said.

On the occasion, he said that it is im-
portant to note that people are working for 
self reliance and sustainable livelihood by 

expanding their entrepreneurship. Such 
mindset would definitely improve the work 
culture among the people of the state. He ap-
preciated the efforts and co-operation of the 
banks for providing soft loans to the farmers, 
entrepreneurs and skilled youths of the State. 

Stating that the present government is 
committed in delivering good governance 
to the people of the state, he said that the 
“Go to Village” initiative is providing vari-
ous benefits to the people from grassroots. 
The grievances gathered at the Go to Village 
camps are being categorised into two cat-
egories i.e. grievances that can be delivered 
instantly or immediately and grievances that 
need extra budget. 

Replying to a query about the welfare of 
the working journalists in the state, the chief 
minister said that the government would 
increase the monthly pension of journalists 
from existing INR 4000 to INR 6000 at the 
earliest. About the fixation of pay of the work-
ing journalists, he said, he would discuss the 
matter with the labour department.

Imphal, June 11 (IANS): A 
militant of the United Tribal 
Liberation Army was killed 
in a gunfight with the Assam 
Rifles in Manipur’s Jiribam 
district on Sunday night, 
police said on Monday.

Two other militants were 
injured in the firefight at 
Khuram in the district and 

have been arrested, said 
police sources, citing a re-
port lodged at the Jiri police 
station by personnel of the 
37 Assam Rifles. 

According to the report, 
an M-16 rifle was recovered 
from the dead militant, who 
is yet to be identified, and a 
Chinese-made 9 mm pistol 

was also found from the 
injured militants, who have 
been admitted to a hospital. 

Police sources said that 
combing operations are be-
ing conducted in the nearby 
mountains and rain forests 
to track down the militants 
who had managed to es-
cape.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, June 11 (EMN): The artists and 
musicians of Karbi Anglong has condoled 
the unfortunate death of two youths at 
Panjuri Kachari gaon under Dokmoka 
police station on June 8. 

Condemning the incident, the artists 
and musicians said that violence is any 
form is not justifiable

The artists and musicians of Karbi 
Anglong has demanded for immediate 
arrest of all the culprits involved in the 
incident, to build up public awareness to 
counter the rumour mongering on social 
media and stop public vigilantism, con-
duct investigation into the sources and 
possible motives of such rumours, to take 
measures to prevent communalization of 
the situation by those vested interest per-
sons and sensitisation of communities 

living near tourist areas regarding tourist 
safety and security.

Expressing deep condolence to the 
bereaved families, the artists and musi-
cians of Karbi Anglong said, “we take a 
pledge in honour of the loved ones and 
friends of the deceased that we will strive 
to help and drive the authorities to ap-
prehend the culprits of the heinous and 
barbaric act and ensure justice is prevail.” 

In another statement the Karbi Em-
ployees Association (KEA) strongly con-
demned the inhuman act where the two 
youths were lynched. The statement 
stated that the negative emotion always 
led to destructive affect in the human per-
sonality. As human being everyone must 
accept mutual understanding and reject 
any kind of negative emotion to ensure 
for establishment of peace in the state.

Shillong, June 11 (PTI): The 
Meghalaya government 
today decided to extend 
night curfew in the vio-
lence-hit Meghalaya capi-
tal by “a few more days” 
and promised to review its 
decision to suspend Inter-
net services after 24 hours, 
a top district official said 
here today.

Curfew would be en-
forced from 6 pm today to 
7 am tomorrow in the 14 
“vulnerable” areas and 9 
pm to 5 am in other parts 
of Shillong, he said.

“The government does 
not want to take chances. 
The home department to-
day reviewed the situation 
in the state capital and de-
cided to extend night cur-
few for a few more days,” 
East Khasi Hills Deputy 
Commissioner P S Dkhar 
said.

The internet facilities 
would also remain sus-
pended for at least another 
24 hours, he said.

A home department 

official said security forces 
would continue to keep 
vigil on the city until the sit-
uation returns to normal.

At present, 15 compa-
nies of central armed po-
lice forces, six companies 
of state’s special riot police 
and two battalions of the 
state police are deployed 
across the city to prevent 
any untoward situation, 
he added. Shillong came 
in the grip of violence on 
May 31 following clashes 
between the Khasis and the 
Sikhs in the city’s Punjabi 
Lane area, also known as 
the Sweeper Colony.

Tension soon spread 
to other areas of the city, 
forcing the administration 
to impose curfew as a se-
curity measure. More than 
10 people, including police 
officers and CRPF person-
nel, were injured in the 
violence that continued 
over the next five days.

District authorities or-
dered a magisterial inquiry 
into the incident, under the 

supervision of Additional 
District Magistrate I Majaw.

One person has been 
arrested so far in connec-
tion with the May 31 vio-
lence in Punjabi Lane area.

The state government 
has formed a high-level 
committee, headed by 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Prestone Tynsong, to find 
a solution to the issue of 
relocation of the Sweeper 
Colony, inhabited by the 
Punjabis. Three organiza-
tions - the Khasi Students’ 
Union, the Federation of 
Khasi Jaintia and Garo Peo-
ple and the Hynniewtrep 
National Youth Front- to-
day met Tynsong to find 
out about the progress in 
the committee’s decision-
making process. 

Iterating his stance on 
the issue, Tynsong told PTI 
the panel would recom-
mend a “feasible and per-
manent solution” on the 
matter, which has been a 
long-pending issue for the 
state government.

New Delhi, June 11 (IANS): At 
a time when the opposition 
and several intellectuals have 
expressed fear that the BJP 
government is preparing to 
change the Constitution and 
make India a Hindu rashtra, 
Tripura Governor and former 
BJP-RSS insider, Tathagata Roy 
has said that what was accept-
ed in 1950 can be changed. 

“So far there have been 101 
amendments to the Constitu-
tion, some of them under very 
questionable circumstances, 
as in the case of the 42nd 
amendment, when most op-
position leaders were in jail 
(during the Emergency).

“So after scoring a century, 
what are those ‘intellectuals’, 
Left-Nehruvian establishment 
to me, afraid of,” asked Roy, 
appointed Tripura Governor 
in 2015. 

He has authored a 450-

page biography of Syama 
Prasad Mookerjee, the found-
er of the Bharatiya Jana Sangh, 
which morphed into the BJP.

The Governor was re-
sponding to IANS questions in 
an email interview that sought 
his response on whether or 
not the fear of the opposition 
leaders and several intellectu-
als “holds ground” in the light 
of recent events. 

“That said, what man 
has made, man can certainly 
change. France has had five 
republics since 1792. We the 
people of India can change 
what we gave ourselves in 
1950 if we think it ought to be 
done,” he said. 

Congress President Rahul 
Gandhi, writer-parliamentar-
ian Shashi Tharoor, Salman 
Khurshid and historians such 
as Ramachandra Guha have 
repeatedly alleged that the 

real aim of the RSS and the 
BJP was to change the Con-
stitution. 

However, Roy said the 
roots of evolution of India’s 
intellectual class lie in “minor-
ity appeasement” and what 
“the so-called intellectual 
class calls ‘secularism’.”

He said that “there is no 
meeting ground” between 
these, and “it is no wonder 
that that class uses choice 
invectives against those who 
believe in the ideals of the RSS. 
Naturally, we believe we have 
been portrayed in the wrong 
light -- but then, we are quite 
prepared to concede that one 
has a right to do all that.” 

Roy said that as the Gov-
ernor of a state he had noth-
ing to do with the BJP but, 
at the same time, his basic 
beliefs had not evaporated 
and were merely kept on the 

backburner. 
“It is indeed true that I 

share the ideologies of RSS 
and its Vividh Sangathanas 
and believe in the way they 
function,” he said.

Roy still finds Vinayak Da-
modar Savarkar’s definition 
of a Hindu -- one who was 
born of Hindu parents and 
regarded India as his mother-
land as well as holy land -- to 
be “unduly restrictive”. 

“It is significant that the 
Supreme Court in 1995 de-
fined Hindutva as a way of 
life rather than a religion, and 
declined to review its stand 
in 2017… As such, there is no 
difficulty in the Hindu mind 
to co-opt Allah or the Judeo-
Christian God or Ahura-Maz-
da as part of the pantheon 
-- in other words accept a 
Muslim, a Jew, a Christian or 
a Zoroastrian as an equal,” 

he said. 
“But if someone says that 

there is no God but Allah, and 
if you don’t say so I’ll make 
you do it by force, then surely 
Hindutva will have an issue 
with that person. It is said that 
too much of anything is bad. 
This is expressed differently 
by saying that we must all 
be open-minded, but not so 
open-minded that our brains 
fall out,” said Roy, a civil engi-
neer by training, who was em-
ployed by the Indian Railways 
and later taught at Jadavpur 
University in Kolkata. 

Interestingly, Roy is full of 
praise for veteran BJP leader 
Lal Krishna Advani in the 
acknowledgement section of 
his book, though many vet-
eran BJP politicians, includ-
ing Advani, Yashwant Sinha 
and Shatrughan Sinha seem 
to have been sidelined by the 

new party high command. 
“I don’t put Advani in the 

same bracket with Yashwant 
Sinha or Shatrughan Sinha. 
Advaniji had dedicated his 
whole life to the RSS and the 
party, and brought about a 
sea-change by increasing the 
strength of the party in the 
parliament from two to 88. 
The latest ups and downs have 
nothing to do with my respect 
for the man, which remains 
very, very high. Even today he 
is regarded as an elder states-
man,” he said. 

Asked of his evaluation of 
the new BJP high command, 
spearheaded by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and party 
President Amit Shah, he said 
he would not like to respond 
to it while he is the Governor 
of a state but “shall be glad to 
answer” after May 2020 when 
he demits office. 

According to Roy, Mooker-
jee’s politics had three princi-
pal features: Right-Wing, In-
docentric and Constitutional.

“These were his personal 
beliefs. Of these, the right-
wing nature and Indocentric-
ity were or are very much in 
evidence in the BJS and BJP. 
As for being constitutional, in 
practical politics there are ob-
vious difficulties in making a 
party in India adhere to totally 
constitutional methods, and 
this was not found entirely 
possible by the BJP or even the 
Jana Sangh. Still, by and large, 
the BJP remains a right-wing, 
Indocentric and constitution-
al party compared to all other 
political parties of India.” 

Tathagata Roy joined the 
BJP in 1990 and rose to be-
come the state president for 
West Bengal and a member 
of the BJP national executive.

Mirror Crossword 1846sud0ku 1686
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1845

ACROSS
1. 10th letter of the Greek alphabet
6. Soft drink
10. Gentle taps
14. Writer Edgar _____ Poe
15. Children’s author ____ Blyton
16. US writer James ____
17. Prone to seepage
18. “____ of the d’Ubervilles”
19. Change direction
20. Buffalo fishes
22. Most often (archaic)
24. Cut or trim
25. Extols
26. Shredded
29. Sails
30. Central American country Costa
31. Boisterous comedies
37. Small saclike dilations in a 

compound gland
39. Gorilla
40. Mammal of the weasel family
41. Fashion sense
44. Initial wager
45. Untruths
46. Napping
48. Hidden information
52. The Edo people of Nigeria
53. Japanese car maker
54. Devote
58. Jacob’s brother (Bible)
59. Piece of evidence
61. Thin slabs of clay or concrete
62. Connects 2 points
63. Suggestion
64. Russian emperors
65. Son of Seth (Bible)
66. Mid-month days
67. German poet Heinrich _____
 
DOWN
1. Goddess of destruction (Hindu)
2. Actor Sir ____ Guinness
3. Plait or braid

4. Pertaining to a certain Asian 
country

5. No particular person
6. Arrangement or organization
7. Singles
8. Prefix implying negation or 

opposition
9. Holds molecules to its surface
10. SLA kidnap victim __Hearst
11. Shivering fits
12. Curt or abrupt 
13. As_____ = agrees or concurs
21. Offers

23. Abstentions from food
25. Tubes
26. 1/28th of an ounce
27. Puerto ____
28. Corrosive
29. Practical jokes
32. Alleys
33. Write with a slanted typeface
34. Circular pyramid
35. Star Trek Voyager actress 

____ Mulgrew
36. Pace
38. Small island 

42. Japanese electronics maker
43. Stated
47. To “inform”
48. Ancient inscribed slab
49. Red fluorescent dye
50. Pertaining to cyanide
51. Debauched men
52. Plants with edible roots
54. Sand hill
55. Jai ____, sport
56. Marine gull-like bird
57. Essence or being
60. Top of jar

solutions to suD0ku 1685

NCW, Airbnb to create livelihood 
options for northeast women

Poll panel keen for maximum 
voting by disabled voters

Biren Singh attend to 1500 
people; hears 400 complaints 

Tribal militant killed in Manipur gunfight

KA lynching: Various orgs. 
condemn June 8 incident 

Curfew extended in Shillong for 
a few more days — Top official

We can change what we gave ourselves in 1950 — Tripura governor on constitution 



I, DAYASHANKAR KUMAR 
(OLD NAME) SHOULD BE 

KNOWN AS, DAYASHANKAR 
KUMAR SINGH (NEW NAME) 

BY AFFIDAVIT NO.282/18, 
DT: 9.06.2018.

CHANGE OF NAME 

D-5519

I, G HOLITO ACHUMI (OLD 
NAME) SHOULD BE KNOWN 

AS, HOLITO SHIKAHO 
YEPTHOMI (NEW NAME) BY 

AFFIDAVIT NO.273/18, 
DT: 08.06.2018.

CHANGE OF NAME 

D-5520

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 11th June 18

NO.M-164/18/1620-21 Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti Apong Kimberly -Vrs- Akumla P. Khuvung resident 
of  Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under 
Rule 50 & 51 of  Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have 
applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
      The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & 
should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 11.7.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Apong Kimberly
Village/Block No: 5, Patta No: 621
Dag No: 34/700 (old) 335, Area: 00-02-09

NOTICE

D-
55
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Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 11th June 18

No.M-164/18/1620-21 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti 
Tekaneken Ao -Vrs- Smti - Tsuktitula D/o, Tekaneken 
Ao resident of Duncan Bosti Town/Village in the District of  
Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue 
Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in 
the schedule below:-
      The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & 
should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 11.7.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Tekaneken Ao
Village/Block No: 4, Patta No: 251
Dag No: 459, Area: 00B-00K-14Ls

NOTICE

D-
55
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Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 11th June’18

No: Rev-1/90-D/  Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti Khehoshe Sema resident of Dimapur who has 
applied for issue of mortgage clearance concerning 
to Patta No.966, Dag No.180/1173  measuring an 
area 00-04-06 located at Block No/Village.03, 
Mouza No.03 which has been mortgage in the SBI 
Bank/Society.
      Claim &Objection if any on the aforesaid land 
may be submitted in written in written in the court 
of the undersigned on or before 18.06.18.

NOTICE

D-
55
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RAINBOW COACHING CENTRE
Admission centre Duncan Basti. Dimapur 797112

Coaching Centre & Hostel behind DC 
office. Peaceful Environment and well 
secured. Hostel seats are also available 
for Regular students

 Regular classes from Mon to Fri. by Qualified and Experienced faculty
	Weekly & monthly class test. Peaceful environment, parental guidance

Admission Started
Class 10 and 12 (Arts) Repeaters

Hostel AvAilAble for botH boys & girls (sepArAtely)
For details Contact: (M) 9862700227 / 9856857778. (O) 03862-248524 D

-5
51
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This year is the Ninth Year since the “Covenant of 
Reconciliation” was signed by Naga political leaders on 
June 13, 2009, which paved the way to end violence and 
bloodshed among the Naga political groups. 

To commemorate this momentous time in our history the 
Forum for Naga Reconciliation makes this open invitation 
to members of the public, leaders of Naga political groups, 
Naga tribal organizations, students and youth 
organizations, women’s groups, civil society organizations, 
professionals and churches. Your presence and 
participation will be greatly appreciated. 

THE FORUM FOR NAGA RECONCILIATION

THE FORUM FOR
NAGA RECONCILIATIONFNR

Public Invitation

WED.JUNE.13    10:00AMAT

DIMAPUR AO BAPTIST AROGO (DABA)
D U N C A N  B A S T I ,  D I M A P U R
Request: Kindly confirm your participation by sending a TEXT 
message to: +91 97742 50571

NAGALAND                   UNIVERSITY

(A Central University Established by an Act of Parliament No.35 of 1989)
School of Agricultural Sciences & Rural Development

MEDZIPHEMA: NAGALAND

It is hereby notified to the aspiring students seeking admission to 
B.Sc.(Hons)Agriculture, and various disciplines of M.Sc.(Ag.) and Ph.D 
Programme in Agriculture in the school of Agricultural Sciences & 
Rural Development, Medziphema Campus of Nagaland University for 
the Academic session 2018-19 to fill-in the online form available in the 
university website www.nagalanduniversity.ac.in.   

Admission to B.Sc. (Hons) Agriculture will be strictly followed as per 
the allocation of seats to respective states. Only those who are nominated by 
the concern state government through the respective entrance examination 
will be eligible for admission. There is no seat under open quota for 
admission in B.Sc.(Hons) Agriculture Degree Programme. 

Important Dates:

Information regarding M.Sc. (Ag) & Ph.D entrance test and counselling will be 
available in the university website. Sd/- 

DEAN

ADMISSION NOTICE
No.SAMN/ACD-1/95 (VOL-III)                                                          Dated: 11th June 2018

DG-748

SI.
No

Particulars B.Sc.(Hons)/B.Voc M.Sc.(Ag.) & Ph.D

1. Opening Date of online 
Application form submission

15th June 2018 15th June 2018

2. Last Date of online 
application form submission

14th July 2018 14th July 2018

M.S.W. COURSE ADMISSION NOTICE 2018 - 20
NORTH EAST INSTITUTE OF SOCIAL SCIENCES & RESEARCH (NEISSR)
Affiliated to: Nagaland University      Managed by: Diocese of Kohima

COURSES OFFERED: Master of Social Work (MSW) in Youth Development (YD), Peace 
& Conflict Transformation Studies (PCTS), Community Development (CD). ELIGIBILITY: 
Graduation in any stream (50 % marks for General and 45 % for ST/SC candidates). 
Application forms are available at NEISSR, P.B. No. 03, Bishop’s House, Circular Road, 
Dimapur, Nagaland, India—797112 and Catholic Publication Centre (CPC), Kohima and 
St. Joseph College, Jakhama from 8.30 am to 4.30 pm. Contact Nos. : 03862-233435, 
03862—237305, +91-9862790377, +91-9426260435. Website: www.neissr.com. Email: 
contact.neissr@gmail.com

The Entrance Exam is scheduled to be held on 16th June 2018

D-
55
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National Highways & Infrastructure 
Development Corporation Limited

(Ministry of Road Transport & Highways 
Government of India)

Notice Inviting Tenders/Quotations
Branch office: - Dimapur, Nagaland   Phone No: 03862-248537

1. Name of the work : -  RFP for the hiring of office space on  
  lease basis for a period of 02 years for  
  its Branch office at Dimapur 
  (Distt. Dimapur), Nagaland.
The last date for receipt of complete tender in the office of the 
undersigned is 26/06/2018 upto 12:00 hours.
For further details please visit current tender section of NHIDCL 
website: www.nhidcl.com. 
The format for the bidding document may be collected from the 
Office of the GM (Projects) mentioned below or can be downloaded 
from NHIDCL website.

Sd/-
General Manager (Projects) 

NHIDCL, Branch office, 
H/no-63 (A), 1st Floor, 

Behind City Tower Building,
NST Colony, Circular road

Dimapur, Nagaland-797112 
Email: nhidcldmp@outlook.com

DG-749

D-5525

NAGALAND PROPERTIES
Land for Sale  

At NIHOTO, 
Next to Naga United

Village, Dimapur.
60 x 60 | 80 x 80 |100 x 100 

|120 x 120 
Rs 120/- per sq. ft. 

(Negotiable) 
9612714131/ 9862445210

www.nagalandproperties.com
D-5518
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Eastern Mirror  |  Dimapur, Tuesday, June 12, 2018

Petrol prices: Fall in fortnight less than half the rate of rise earlier

Canara bank revises 
interest rates on 
term deposit

Rupee recuperates 8 
paise to 67.42 a dollar

the trade, even as inves-
tors cautiously await pol-
icy decisions from three 
major central banks this 
week.

The rupee touched 
a high of 67.28 in early 
trade before giving back 
some gains.

Though, the overall 
forex mood remained 
cautiously ahead of the 
key central banks mon-
etary policy decisions 
particularly the Federal 
Open Market Committee 
(FOMC).

The Fed is set to 
raise the interest rate 
on Wednesday after the 
FOMC Meeting minutes 
from the May meeting 
consisted of the words 
“it will be appropriate to 
raise rates soon,” leaving 
no room for doubts.

Currency traders 
await cues from the mac-
roeconomic data to be 
released later this week 
-- including IIP, CPI and 
WPI along with move-
ment of crude oil prices.

On the energy front, 
crude prices slipped a 
day after entering bull 

market, largely pulled 
down by rising Russian 
production and the high-
est US drilling activity in 
more than three years, 
but supported by con-
cerns over future Iranian 
and Venezuelan output.

Brent crude futures, 
an international bench-
mark, is trading down 
at USD 75.81 a barrel, in 
early Asian trade.

Meanwhile, Indian 
bond markets witnessed 
selling after a brief re-
covery and the 10-year 
benchmark bond yield 
settled higher at 7.96 per 
cent. In the meantime, 
foreign investors and 
funds poured in more 
than Rs 2,200 crore in 
the Indian equity mar-
kets in the last six trad-
ing sessions on the back 
of easing of global crude 
oil prices and revival in 
corporate earnings.

Country’s forex re-
serves declined by USD 
593.7 million to USD 
412.23 billion for the 
week ended Jun 1 on a 
dip in the gold assets, Re-
serve Bank said.

New Delhi, June 11 
(IANS): Domestic pet-
rol prices, which had hit 
record levels for 16 con-
secutive days in May, 
have been on the reverse 
trend for the last 13 days, 
including Monday, but 
the relief for consumers 
has been slow in coming.

The pace of decline 
has been less than half 
the rate of surge.

Pe r c e n t a g e - w i s e , 
since May 30, when 
prices started to take a 
downturn, petrol prices 
have slipped 2.35 per 
cent in Delhi, compared 
to the 5.5 per cent in the 
previous 16 days.

In absolute terms, 
prices have gone down 
by Rs 1.85 a litre since 
May 30, compared to 
the increase of Rs 3.8 
per litre in the during 
May 14-29. On Monday, 
fuel was sold at Rs 76.58 
per litre in the national 
capital, down 20 paise 
from Sunday’s level, the 
IndianOil Corp’s website 
showed.

In Mumbai, where 
petrol prices were the 
highest in the country 
last month, the decline 
has been much slow at 
Rs 1.23 per litre so far, 
against the rise of Rs 3.76 
a litre during May 14-29.

Mumbai, Jun 11 (PTI): 
Snapping two consecu-
tive sessions of decline, 
the rupee today staged a 
recovery to close 8 paise 
higher at 67.42 against 
the US currency on fresh 
bouts of dollar selling 
by exporters and corpo-
rates.

Weakness in US dol-
lar amidst slight reversal 
in US treasury yields also 
helped the domestic cur-
rency recoup some loss-
es. The Indian currency 
had ended at a fresh one-
week low of 67.50 last 
week due to hardening 
worries over rising glo-
bal crude prices and sus-
tained capital outflows.

Gains in most Asian 
peers ahead of the cru-
cial meeting tomorrow 
between the US Presi-
dent Donald Trump and 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un also weighed on 

Dimapur, June 11 
(EMN): The Canara bank 
has informed that the 
bank has revised rates on 
term deposits above one 
year to less two years, 
444 days, and 555 days 
period w.e.f.  May 28. 
The revise rate for matu-
rity slabs less than INR 1 
crore as; above 1 year to 
less than two years - 7%, 
for 444 days - 7.05%, and 
for 555 days - 7.10 %. Ad-
ditional interest of 0.50 
% has been extended to 
senior citizens for their 
domestic term deposits, 
the bank informed.

On Monday, petrol 
price in Mumbai was Rs 
84.41 per litre against 
Rs 84.61 on Sunday. 
Similarly, in Kolkata and 
Chennai, the fuel was 
sold at Rs 79.25 and Rs 
79.48 respectively.

In Kolkata and Chen-
nai too, the decline has 
been Rs 1.81 and Rs 1.65 
per litre in the last 13 

days, around 50 per cent 
of the previous rate of 
increase. In tandem with 
petrol prices, diesel too 
has seen a decline, but 
of only around 2 per cent 
in all the major cities in-
cluding Delhi, compared 
to over 5 per cent rise in 
the previous fortnight.

Both in Delhi and 
Kolkata, diesel prices 

in the last 13 days have 
declined by Rs 1.36, and 
in Mumbai and Kolkata, 
the fall was of Rs 1.44 
and Rs 1.45 per litre re-
spectively.  On Mon-
day, prices of the fuel in 
Delhi, Kolkata, Mumbai 
and Chennai were at Rs 
67.95, Rs 70.50, Rs 72.35 
and Rs 71.73 per litre, re-
spectively.

OFFICE OF THE
VILLAGE COUNCIL, CHANGKI

MANGKOLEMBA SUB-DIVISION
Mokokchung Nagaland 
P.O: Changki, Nagaland

It is for the general information that 
no businessman will be allowed to do 
business in Changki area without the 
permission of Changki Village Council. 
Breaching of this law will be dealt with 
severe punishment by the village council.

Sd/- 
Mayangjemba

Secretary, Changki Village Council  
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Not Very Smart
The weeks of frenzied circulation of fake mes-

sages in social media circles especially in the 
multimedia messaging platforms about child 

lifters and human organ rackets finally culminated 
in the killing of two innocent men from Guwahati at 
a village in Karbi Anglong district. Even in Nagaland, 
the days prior to the incident, social media users had 
seen an increase in similar kinds of messages and it 
is highly probable that such rumours are related in 
some way. However the bottom line is that the inci-
dent at Karbi Anglong is not an exception in the long 
history of rising lynching incidents in India; it is but a 
part of it. It is also not the first case of the use of tech-
nology to spread false news. Although it happened at 
a different location among different groups of com-
munities but still it indicates the growing intolerance 
among communities in the country. 

Aided with technology and faster mode of dis-
semination of information actors play their part 
to create mass hysteria leading to similar cases all 
across the country. For instance, one among the 
mob even had the audacity to tell a friend of the vic-
tim that they had been killed and he would see it in 
the next day’s news. It indicates the collective con-
science of the mob. For them, it was the right thing 
to do. While many in a mob are swayed by the situ-
ation due to the mass hysteria, it is always the main 
instigators who knowingly take advantage of such 
situations and start the hysteria or work on an exist-
ing prejudice. The March 5 incident at Dimapur in 
2015 was also one such instance. It was for the law to 
judge if the accused was guilty but the circumstanc-
es and the public outrage leading to the lynching are 
similar. Almost everyone agrees that if only the ac-
cused was from another community the lynching 
would have been averted. 

Although it can be just taken as a passing phase 
due to the onslaught of technology, how many in-
nocent lives will be lost because everyone has ac-
cess to smartphones these days. At face value, such 
incidents are the collective work of some very cun-
ningly smart people misleading a crowd that is 
blinded by panic and rendered not smart—but all 
with smartphones. A close observation on the other 
hand might also indicate that it is not the medium 
and how quick it is but who are the players. The word 
of mouth is also an effective medium responsible for 
huge loss of lives in India. The government of the day 
in every state and at the Centre need to view it just 
beyond smartphones.

DAILY
PATH

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

I
t could be a busy crowded street 
or a desolated alley, men in khakis 
are always seen and most of us 
these days instead of pondering 
upon their priority of safeguarding 

our lives and properties we pass quick 
judgments, there is a sense of distrust on 
the police in our society but, little to our 
knowledge we fail to realize that they are 
doing their best for us despite the fact that 
they lack resources unlike the other parts 
of the country.

“Why is that the good things that 
policemen do never come to light?”

 I remember my  teachers saying, 
“there is always some rotten potatoes 
among the students”, like wise there is 
no denying the fact that there are some 

in the police department as well, but do 
we really have to blame someone’s else 
fault against all the department who work 
tirelessly?

Little do we realize the sacrifices they 
make for us;

Being transferred to places away from 
their family.

Whether it be fire, flood, or mob 
they’re the one who has to be there, be it 
day or night,

When the situation is tensed, while 
everyone takes shelter inside their homes, 
they’re the ones protecting us from the 
frontline, they’ve their family and dear 
ones but they choose us over them.

They do so much for us but we let the 
bad outweigh the good.

They do make mistakes but we forget 
to realize that they’re also humans with 
flaws.

 They lose their temper because 
they’re provoked and tired working in the 
conditions they’re in, our sate is lacking so 
much, they work making “adjustments”

Can’t we for once stop complaining 
about the “bad” and ponder about the 
“good”?

Co operation and trust is what they 
need the most from the people, if we 
wish to see a change, we should stop 
complaining and start cooperating with 
them, after all there are also humans who 
needs support and appreciation for the 
work they do.

All I hope for a better functioning for 

them is the cooperation from the public 
and to provide them with all the necessary 
resources.

Now, let’s ponder; whose fault is it? 
Can we really put all the blame on them?

And if you are wondering why I’m 
writing in favor of them, well, I happened 
to be one of those  person who went with 
the flow until I was given an opportunity to 
work with them as part of my internship. 
After being attached to the department for 
a period of 20 days I’m extremely proud of 
them because despite the situation they 
are really doing well.

Thank you Nagaland police for the 
wonderful journey.

Bendangmerenla Walling
wallingmerenla@gmail.com

W
ith the incoming of approximately 3000 
(three thousand) eligible heads who 
had cleared the test and trials conduct-
ed by the Selection Committee assigned 
by the Government of Nagaland, the 

standard of the Government Schools have risen from 
almost decadence status up to certain considerate level. 
The recently declared HSLC results clearly proves that 
with the feeding of the students by aggrieved teachers 
at Primary and Elementary/Upper Primary level, the 
Public Schools’ performances in Nagaland are showing 
up slight improvements. Indeed, the credit does not 
only goes  to the present agitating teachers but mostly 
to all the not so newly recruits irrespective of RMSA/SSA 
who had undergone stages of open public tests before 
appointments were issued. The qualified teachers of 
2010 and 2013 batches are not trying to take away all 
the acclamations for the slim resurrection of the Gov-
ernment Schools in Nagaland yet, I am confident and 
with the general public as a witness to say that there is 
definitely ‘the wind of change’ in the mission field of the 
Department of School Education (DoSE) after the ar-
rival of the above mentioned teachers who are untimely 
paid and discriminated. Ironically, there are times when 
some teachers had to move from post to pillar in want 
of financial aids to sustain their monthly family needs 

while maintaining the tag of nation builders during the 
understanding period with the efficiency of the govern-
ment/department . Indeed, the grass is greener on the 
other side of the hills; many teachers had migrated from 
different departments and professions and joint the so 
called noblest job under DoSE. But this very profession 
seems to be artificially creating an environment of dis-
trust and resentments due to “birth defect” and “fault 
during the time of appointment”. Currently, including 
the ad hoc teachers, it’s almost a quarter of the govern-
ment servants are on agitation! When the Government 
could solve the cancerous issues of bogus appointment, 
ghost appointment, forgery appointment, counterfeit 
appointment etc. but not yet done with backdoor ap-
pointments, why is the government so callous and 
hypocritic to accommodate the genuine teachers? It is 
up to the Government/Department whether to let the 
Public Education System doze off its own lights at the 
emergence of mighty and privately owned Education 
System in Nagaland or continue to have an aristocratic 
mind set while the poorest of the poor are at the receiv-
ing end of all the myths and might of the Government/
Department or amicably diagnose the “birth defect” for 
the sake societal growth. 

Just to refresh all what is known by all, ‘education 
is not an abstract term, it is manifested in the cultural 

economic, individual, philosophical, scientific, social 
and spiritual advancement. It is the means for devel-
oping the mind for the betterment of individual and 
society.’ How far are we teachers and the concern au-
thorities committed to this very truth? What wrong had 
the aggrieved teachers done so far since appointment 
for the past ten and eight years so to nullify the error of 
“birth defect” by the government? Why is the govern-
ment trying to suppress the democratic expression of 
the teachers with an iron fist? As the ancient Athenian 
saying says, ‘the cobbler makes the shoe, but only the 
wearer can tell where it pinches’. The aggrieved teachers 
alone knows how hard it is to maintain the balance of 
delivering justice to our dear and beloved students with 
discriminations forcing against us under the popular 
statement of No Work No Pay with irregular pay and an 
illusion of Regular State Employee with Co- Terminus 
status whereas according to the appointment order it 
is never a co-terminus consent. No matter how strong 
and dedicated the wheels (Teachers) are attached to the 
body of the cart (Education system), if the cow (execu-
tives/implementing agencies) is not willing to progress 
it forward, the wheel is technically immovable.

Jetilo Apon
Logwesunyu Village

“B
ut I pray to you, O 
Lord, in the time of 
your favor; in your 
great love, O God 
answer me with 

your  sure salvation. Rescue me from 
the mire, do not let me sink; deliver 
me from those who hate me, from 
the deep waters.”

“ He reached down from on high 
and took hold of me; he drew me out 
of deep waters.”

The histories of the trails of many 
godly men and women teaches us 
of how God’s favor pursued them.
These were the ones who were not 
only devoted in the moments of 
worship but at all times. The virtues 
of humility and brokenness were 
seen in them and in their quest for 
the truth, they wavered not in faith. 
The joy of walking in God’s wisdom 
was what made their ways glorious. 
The mysteries concerning the faith 
of these saints was that as they knelt 
down for salvation’s sake, God satis-
fied their every longing. This is what 
faith does and our devotion must 
always in the truth. 

The beloved of God has to know 
that as we are on a journey to the 
kingdom of heaven, the waves of 
opposition against us will also be 
many. It is true that we are not always 
in our best moments but even in 
our bitter moments, we must look 
above. Though the paths, we may 
have to cross be slippery and filled 
with traps, our faith must rest in 
God’s word alone. Thus as we medi-
tate on the given psalms, we see the 
prayers of the writer was not only of 
brokenness but it was also filled with 
God’s favor. The beloved of God must 
know that as the greatest means of 
security is in God’s word, our lives 
and prayers must become more like 
the scriptures. The mystery of God’s 
love none can fathom. The salvation 
of God is what we await.

( Psalm 69:13,14 ) ( Psalm 18:16 )
N.B: This is written in honor of 

our members who are link to God 
and to us through the Holiness of 
Christ. Slaves, that is what we are of 
holiness and as we pursue righteous-
ness, we desire to impact and trans-
form lives through His Spirit. The 
lost will be found. As we continue in 
this we will remember all that we did 
for God, for each other and for the 
sinners. The moments of the present 
will become the memories for the fu-
ture. God loves the Church of Christ.

Ambrose.J.Chakre

T
he Indo-Pacific region is one of the 
world’s most significant geostrate-
gic and economic features, replac-
ing the emphasis enjoyed by the 
Atlantic-Pacific region. With a high 

volume of seaborne trade passing through the 
Strait of Malacca, the Straits of Singapore and 
the Gulf of Hormuz, the region has become a 
theatre of competing claims and power plays.

Due to increasing threats to its waters 
over protection of sea-lanes of communica-
tion, maritime trade, freedom of navigation 
and deep seabed exploration, the region has 
become a point of convergence for India, the 
U.S., Japan, Australia and Vietnam. The com-
mon ground achieved between these players 
is centered on China’s rise to power and its 
increased aggression in the South China Sea.

India’s ambitious “Act East Policy,” Amer-
ica’s renewed “Pivot to Asia” and Japan’s bid 
for a “Confluence of the Oceans” share a 
common strategy for the future of the re-
gion. This realization has given rise to new 
alliances with the primary aim of countering 
growing Chinese interests through policies 
such as the Look East Policy, the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership, and Bay of Bengal Initiative for 
Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Co-
operation. 

On the other end is an increasingly ag-

gressive China that is expanding its influence 
in the region through strategic partnerships 
and financial assistance. China has embarked 
upon forging strategic partnerships with 
some of India’s critical neighbours in the In-
dian Ocean region. 

Additionally, its “String of Pearls” strategy 
and the Belt and Road Initiative possess the 
capability of alienating India in terms of con-
nectivity and trade. China’s clout in the region 
is supplemented by its increasing military 
presence in the South China Sea. 

Due to competing claims over sovereignty 
and authority, the region has emerged as a 
hotbed for possible conflict being played out 
between regional players, coupled by external 
powers to expand their own interests in the 
region. The aforesaid reasons have led to part-
nerships with a common objective of secur-
ing peace in the region, away from Chinese 
influence.  The trilateral partnership between 
India, Japan and the U.S., the Malabar Naval 
Exercise, and the Joint Strategic Vision of In-
dia-France Cooperation in the Indian Ocean 
region are some examples. 

New Delhi’s renewed focus in the region 
has been complemented by similar policies 
being pursued in Japan, the U.S., Australia, 
Vietnam and France, among others. 

However, these strategies lack a compre-
hensive plan of action to combat Beijing’s 
rise to power. Any treaty that aims to secure 
the region needs to confront issues relating to 
not only defense, maritime trade and security 

but also technology, connectivity and the blue 
economy. 

Therefore, the changing contours of secu-
rity in the region call for greater participation 
by India in pursuance of its bid to become a 
responsible regional power. 

The Indo-Pacific region constitutes signif-
icant strategic and security interests for New 
Delhi, which is why attempts at increasing 
engagements and alliances in the region need 
to be comprehensive. Such initiatives need to 
incorporate traditional and non-traditional 
aspects of security in order to attain an all-
inclusive regional framework. 

Due to the evolving nature of the dis-
pute, there is an urgent need to ensure the 
security of India’s maritime and coastal bor-
ders through strategic investment in naval 
capabilities, advancement in information 
technology and communication, digital con-
nectivity, maritime research and critical infra-
structure development.  The decisive shift in 
New Delhi’s strategy for the region signals the 
rising importance of the Indo-Pacific region 
in determining India’s peace and security, 
countering Chinese influence and emerging 
as a responsible regional power. 

Dr. Nehginpao Kipgen is associate professor 
and executive director at the Center for South-

east Asian Studies, Jindal School of Interna-
tional Affairs, O.P. Jindal Global University. 

Shagun Nayar is a master’s student and 
research assistant at the center.

A 
couple of months back, when Fa-
cebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg was 
asked if users data on his platform 
was at risk, he unambiguously said 
‘No, adding that there was no way 

the data of his users could be breached or “im-
properly shared” on a massive scale.

The Cambridge Analytica data scandal 
proved him wrong -- and then, under intense 
media scrutiny, a couple of late admissions 
about users’ personal data being accessed 
by third parties revealed that all was not well 
behind the firewalls and Artificial Intelligence 
(AI)-driven systems at Facebook.

Fresh reports surfaced last week that Face-
book provided select companies “customised 
data-sharing deals” that let them gain “special 
access to user records”.

Another media report exposed how the 
social network allowed about 60 device mak-
ers, including Chinese smartphone players, 
access personal information of users and 
their friends. Facebook later admitted sharing 
users’ data with Chinese company Huawei, 
along with three other China-based smart-
phone makers -- Lenovo, OPPO and TCL. The 
bare fact is that the 2.19 billion monthly active 
users (217 million in India) on Facebook con-
stitute the world’s biggest marketplace and the 
mining of personal data drives profits for both 
the social media giant and its advertisers.

In 2017, the social media network’s adver-
tising revenue grew strongly at 49 per cent to 

reach $39.9 billion.
Facebook’s mobile advertising revenue 

represented approximately 91 per cent of 
advertising revenue for the first quarter of 
2018 -- up from approximately 85 per cent of 
advertising revenue in the first quarter of 2017.

The plain truth is that advertisers need a 
constant flow of data for a targeted, custom-
ised approach to reach a bigger audience. 
Facebook has a vast pool of data that, when 
curated into specific data sets, helps push ads 
according to various age and other groups.

Last year, a confidential 23-page Facebook 
document prepared by the company’s two top 
Australian executives outlined how the social 
network can target “moments when young 
people need a confidence boost” in pinpoint 
detail.

Facebook collected the information on a 
person’s moods -- including feeling “worth-
less”, “overwhelmed” and “nervous” -- and 
then divulged the same to advertisers who 
used it to target them. The company later 
admitted it was wrong to target children and 
apologised. “We have opened an investigation 
to understand the process failure and improve 
our oversight. We will undertake disciplinary 
and other processes as appropriate,” a Fa-
cebook spokeswoman told The Australian 
newspaper.

It will, thus, be naïve to think that Face-
book was completely caught off-guard when 
it came to knowing about users’ data being 
used for various purposes, including political 
gain during elections.All is not, however, yet  
lost for Facebook when it comes to showing 

respect for the humongous data it has. While 
apologies are being written every other day - 
including “we are learning from our mistakes” 
- a humble admission that every bit of users’ 
data was sacrosanct, was not up for sale or to 
be shared with third parties should have come 
first. Then comes the second part: Looking at 
how other tech companies like Microsoft or 
Apple are holding their forte when it comes to 
data security, shun arrogance and forge strate-
gic alliances to gain deeper insights.

The third and final part is to abide by the 
law of the land, irrespective of the country.

“Persons or organisations which collect 
and manage your personal information must 
protect it from misuse and must respect 
certain rights of the data owners which are 
guaranteed by EU law,” says the new General 
Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) that came 
into force on May 25. Facebook has promptly 
introduced changes to its privacy policy re-
garding GDPR but the effort has to be done 
across the board for all countries.

Before Zuckerberg hires 20,000 people to 
secure his users’ data by the end of this year 
-- as he promised the US Senate and EU law-
makers -- the biggest lesson for Facebook in 
2018 is that users are not guinea pigs and their 
online expressions must be kept encrypted, in 
safe lockers somewhere on Cloud.

Taking users’ personal space for granted 
cannot go on for long, especially at a time 
when millennials are becoming more aware of 
their digital rights and governments the world 
over are busy drafting laws to deal with the 
new social media reality.

The Unknown Side Of the Police World 

The Plight of the Village School Master- Part II

The Mystery 
of Those Whom 
Salvation 
Favours

India Needs to Re-Strategize in the Indo-Pacific Region

Users Are No Guinea Pigs, Mr Facebook

Dr. Nehginpao Kipgen and 
Shagun Nayar | Korea Times

Nishant Arora | IANS

The God who created the cosmos also made you, 
and He calls you by name.

Advertisers have concluded that the most attention-
grabbing word that viewers react to is their own 
name. Thus a television channel in the UK has in-

troduced personalized advertisements with their online 
streaming services.

We might enjoy hearing our name on television, but it 
doesn’t mean much without the intimacy that comes when 
someone who loves us says our name.

Mary Magdalene’s attention was arrested when, at the 
tomb where Jesus’s body had been laid after He was cruci-
fied on the cross, He spoke her name (John 20:16). With 
that single word, she turned in recognition to the Teacher 
whom she loved and followed, I imagine with a rush of 
disbelief and joy. The familiarity with which He spoke her 
name confirmed for her beyond a doubt that the One who’d 
known her perfectly was alive and not dead.

Although Mary shared a unique and special moment 
with Jesus, we too are personally loved by God. Jesus told 
Mary that He would ascend to His Father (v. 17), but He had 
also told His disciples that He would not leave them alone 
(John 14:15–18). God would send the Holy Spirit to live 
and dwell in His children (see Acts 2:1–13).

God’s story doesn’t change. Whether then or now, He 
knows those whom He loves (see John 10:14–15). He calls 
us by name.

BIBLE READ:   JOHN 20:11–18 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned toward him 
and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” 

~ John 20:16

Called By Name
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Medicine faces new challenges on an almost daily basis with lifestyle changes while many age-old diseases 
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Your intuition is height-
ened almost to the point of telepathy today. Aries, 
you may be able to sense what others want and 
need even before they know it themselves. You 

could also experience a few visionary impressions that prove 
valuable inspiration for creative and artistic work. When images 
well up from your psyche, don’t dismiss them as irrelevant. 
They could make a big difference in your life right now.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): A get-together with 
a group of your closest friends could bring about 
some intense communication, with many revealing 
some of your deepest concerns, Taurus. Your think-

ing should be greatly influenced by feeling, so you might expe-
rience a high level of understanding that your friends are going 
to appreciate. This could well bring all of you closer together 
and increase future contact. Enjoy your day!

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): A heightened level of 
intuition and understanding of others might catapult 
you to the center of attention at a gathering, Gemini. 
Knowledge combined with experience results in wis-

dom today. Insights could lead to more efficient ways of doing 
things. You’ll probably pass this on to others, especially since 
more than one person could ask you for insights into their par-
ticular situation. Don’t forget your sense of humor. Life is seri-
ous enough.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Contact with friends 
who have traveled widely could have you hanker-
ing to take the first plane to a distant place that 
you’ve always wanted to visit. At the very least, 

you’ll probably want to plan a vacation. If you’re traveling to 
a foreign country, you may want to take a stab at learning the 
language. Actually, this is a good time to study a language - 
your mind is particularly sharp.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Dreams or visions could 
put you in touch with deep feelings that you may 
not have been aware of before, Leo. This could 
enable you to release traumas from your past and 

give you a new sense of lightness. However, your logical mind 
is very much at work, so you could use this experience to shed 
light on others’ experiences and help them, too. Whatever hap-
pens today is likely to produce noticeable results.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Relationships of all 
kinds are likely to be strengthened by an increased 
level of understanding today, Virgo. Your thinking 
is greatly enhanced by your emotional intuitive-

ness, so you’ll be more able than usual to identify with the 
needs and desires of those around you. As a result, acquain-
tances could become friends, and friendships could progress 
into bonds that last for life. Romance also benefits from in-
tensified empathy. Enjoy.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22):  Today your emotional 
intuition intensifies your mental abilities, Libra. 
Friends and family members are likely to grow 
closer to you. You may be more aware of what they 

really need and want, and they could see you in a new light. 
This can make you feel loved and wanted. The downside is that 
your empathy is so high that you may pick up on everyone’s 
aches and pains. Try to keep yourself bathed in the white light.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):  Relationships with 
those closest to you, particularly friends and love 
partners, should be enhanced by an increased 
understanding of their emotional world, Scorpio. 

You’re likely to identify even more strongly than usual with 
others’ feelings, and this could provide inspiration for artistic 
activities of some kind. This is also a great day to go out with 
your friends. Consider attending a concert, play, or sporting 
event.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21):  Dealing with the 
ups and downs of other family members could be 
easier for you today than usual, Sagittarius. You’re 
less inclined to be logical and more apt to identify 

with what other people feel. This will increase your understand-
ing of their situation’s undercurrents, and they’ll likely appreci-
ate your empathy. Don’t forget your own concerns. You may 
see a lot of things in a different light today.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Today your mind 
is strongly influenced by feeling and intuition, 
Capricorn, so you’ll be able to communicate espe-
cially well with others. You might sense what they 

need to hear before they know it themselves. This ability could 
be used in many ways. It could enhance your writing skills. 
If you’re into performance of any kind, it could sharpen your 
ability to speak, teach, or act. Make the most of it.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You generally like 
to think of yourself as someone who faces life 
logically and rationally, Aquarius, but today your 
intuitive side could prove a valuable resource, 
especially when it comes to dealing with others. 

Your communicative ability is enhanced by a strong sense of 
what others are thinking and feeling. This opens the door to 
more effective interactions with everyone - friends, lovers, col-
leagues, even strangers.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20):  Your intuition is usu-
ally very strong, Pisces, and your level of empathy 
enhances your relationships. Today, however, a 
burst of logic could enable you to see many things 

in a different light. This adds a new dimension to your com-
municative abilities and could prove valuable in bringing you 
closer to the ones you love the most. It can also increase your 
understanding of yourself.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Jay Desai |The Wire

Caleb Scharf | Aeon

I am pessimistic 
about the science 
that I have chosen 
to practice all my 
life. But I remain 
very bullish on 
the art

After centuries searching for extraterrestrial life, we might 
find that first contact is not with organic creatures at all

The Art of Medicine, and Its Inadequacies

What If ET Is an AI?

M
ore than two decades ago, an 
elderly gentleman in my wife’s 
family asked me if medicine 
will be able to cure HIV quickly. 
Back then, the AIDS epidemic 

was at its peak and was receiving tremendous 
attention and research funds. I was a trainee at 
the time and hesitated, not just because I was 
unsure of the answer, but also because I knew 
that the prober was a staunch believer in sci-
ence and any lack of optimism in my response 
would be construed as lack of belief in the very 
science that I hoped to practice for the rest of 
my life. Nevertheless, I responded honestly and 
stated that it will take a lot to curb the mutating 
virus.

Today, about 30 years after I entered medi-
cal school, I am even more convinced about the 
shortcomings of medicine. I experience these 
at close quarters on a daily basis, both in prac-

even we were not ready for what the licensed, 
board-certified child neurologists in practice 
around the US had to say.

After a medication is started to treat this ep-
ilepsy, typically the assessment of seizure-con-
trol is evaluated in three stages. First, parental 
feedback is valuable and if they are still noticing 
seizures then it is obvious that more aggressive 
treatment is necessary. Second, children are 
asked to hyperventilate in office and, this being 
a provocation, can induce seizure when other-
wise the epilepsy seems to be under complete 
control. This by no means is a foolproof test 
and high percentage of false-positive and false-
negatives have been documented even when 
the assessor was an epilepsy expert.

Finally, an electroencephalogram (EEG), 
which is used for initial diagnosis, is repeated 
to ensure that it is completely normal both at 
baseline and after hyperventilation. This third 
method is the best measure of seizure-control 
and was utilised for the seminal study. The fol-
low-up EEG becomes even more important if 
the child is not performing well in school.

Our survey results showed that almost 43% 
of those surveyed did not utilise a follow-up 
EEG to assess seizure control. Moreover, some 
of those who obtained a repeat EEG did not ad-
just medications even if the test was abnormal. 
Interestingly, our survey also showed that a sig-
nificant minority did not even utilise hyperven-
tilation to assess seizure-control.

What explains this variability in practice 
and the reluctance to follow the protocol of 
seminal research? The study showed that the 
best medication for this epilepsy fails in about 
55% patients at one year and the second-best 

medication, though efficacious, causes side ef-
fects that lead to discontinuation in 33%. The 
study also noted that neuro-attentional prob-
lems persisted even if patients had complete 
control of seizures. The dictum “statistics don’t 
lie” is quoted often by medical researchers but 
an insightful clinician knows that research 
data lumps individuals together to come up 
with conclusions. However, these individuals 
often behave uniquely and that extrapolation 
of study results needs improvisation on a case-
by-case basis. This is where the art of medicine 
comes to play.

Vinod Khosla infamously once called mod-
ern medicine witchcraft. He stunned an audi-
ence full of doctors into silence at innovations 
in health summit in San Francisco. He further 
stated that 80% doctors will soon be replaced 
by technology and the resultant healthcare will 
be superior.

What Khosla discounted in his assessment 
of medicine is the unpredictability of the hu-
man body and the art necessary to make the 
best of the situation. The technological ad-
vancements and bludgeoning research will 
continue to improve our ability to diagnose and 
treat. However, I do not anticipate that the un-
predictability aspect will be taken care of any-
time soon. Moreover, medicine faces new chal-
lenges on an almost daily basis with lifestyle 
changes while many age-old diseases remain 
poorly addressed. The pace of advancement 
lags far behind as things stand now. Unfortu-
nately, I am pessimistic about the science that I 
have chosen to practice all my life. But I remain 
very bullish on the art.

Jay Desai is a neurologist

tice and in research.
These deficits are exemplified by a survey 

a colleague and I undertook and published in 
the Journal of Child Neurology in 2013. The sur-
vey was aimed at understanding the variability 
of approach to managing a relatively common 
condition called childhood absence epilepsy. 
Epilepsy affects about 0.5-1% of all children and 
childhood absence epilepsy accounts for about 
10% of all pediatric epilepsies. As the name sug-
gests, the condition is characterised by unre-
sponsiveness for a few seconds. These seizures 
can occur 50-100 times a day if untreated.

Just prior to our survey, a government-

funded seminal study had compared three 
most-effective drugs head-to-head and come 
up with very specific recommendations. The 
study design and methodology were scientific 
and most epilepsy centres of repute around the 
US ensured a seamless conduct of research. It 
also lacked any conflict of interest since the pat-
ents for the drugs that were being tested had al-
ready expired. Not surprisingly, the endeavour 
was hailed as monumental. The New England 
Journal of Medicine published the results.

My colleague and I instinctively knew that 
not everyone in the US treated this epilepsy 
with the protocol that the study employed. But 

nology or not.
An extraterrestrial (ET) AI could also be se-

riously intimidating and scary simply because 
of its machine nature: a thing animated from 
non-living pieces, just like the classic tale of the 
golem moulded from clay or mud. By compari-
son, while a biological alien might be shocking, 
it would surely have some traits in common 
with us. We could convince ourselves that evo-
lution leads to recognisable, even sympathetic 
behaviours and intentions. An artificial entity 
need not follow all of those evolutionary rules, 
taking alienness to a whole other level.

Encountering an alien AI would not only 
point to our own possible future, but also 
prompt a curious shift in our worldview. When 
Nicolaus Copernicus proposed in the 1500s 
that the Earth was not central in any way to the 
Universe, he set in motion the development of 
a critical scientific idea: that there is nothing 
cosmically special or significant about us. But 
meeting an ET-AI could turn that realisation 
on its head: if the only intelligence we meet is 
machine in nature, then we would be special, 
after all.

If we do meet an AI in our cosmological 
jaunt, it probably won’t be conscious in the full 
sense of the word. In fact, I think we’d find our-
selves facing something akin to a ‘savant’ intel-
ligence – a whiz at specific tasks, but otherwise 
extremely limited in its capacities.

A recent example right here on Earth is 
Google’s AlphaGo Master, a system that plays 
the board game Go, and learns some of its 
skills by exposure to vast catalogues of human-
played games. Within a year of its inception, 
it began outdoing the world’s highest-ranking 
human Go players. Next came an evolved sys-
tem called AlphaGo Zero. In 40 days of train-
ing, without recourse to data from historical 
games, this new AI made itself better than its 
silicon ancestor, and better than any living 
human. Now, yet another variant, AlphaZero, 
has taken a mere 24 hours to train itself and 
beat a modestly trained iteration of AlphaGo 
Zero – as well as topping other systems at play-
ing both chess and Shogi, sometimes known 
as Japanese chess. If you read interviews with 
expert players, you’ll see that these machines 
don’t even play like humans, their strategies 
are alien and seemingly unfathomable.

These Alphas are the epitome of a savant 
machine. Such AIs will help us answer a host 
of scientific problems that are presently on 
the hairy edge of tractability. The researchers 
behind the Alpha systems are already talk-

ing about the puzzle of protein-folding – how 
chains of amino acids twist, gyrate and fold 
into structures with essential biological util-
ity. The underlying molecular rules are under-
stood but predicting what a particular recipe 
will give you is currently extremely difficult. It 
certainly sounds like a job for some future Al-
phaFold Zero.

Or take other pieces of modern science. 
Cosmological simulations or climate and 
weather predictions are all driven by physics 
phenomena such as gravitation, fluid dynam-
ics and thermodynamics. Computer codes 
digitise these phenomena, calculating billions 
of iterations of forces and movements. But 
these computations are still hemmed in by 
processor speeds and precision. Deep-learn-
ing self-taught AIs might turn out to do better 
as quantitative soothsayers than those intense 
numerical simulations – presently bounded by 
their comparatively plodding, systematic ap-
proaches. A machine’s savant intuition might 
be able to skip across compute cycles, ‘see-
ing’ what the answer will be in a probabilistic 
sense, rather than painstakingly reproducing 
a pixelated version of it. Similarly, a machine’s 
savant intuition might be applied to the root 
process of scientific deduction and discov-
ery itself. The possibilities are yet to be much 
explored, but they could be extraordinary. 
Savant machines could turn out to be simply 
so useful, so revolutionary in expanding our 
capacity for discovery and exploration, that 
there’s little initial motivation to seek anything 
fancier.

A cosmos filled with worlds offers millions, 
billions, even trillions of natural test tubes

If this pattern of machine development is 
happening for us, it could represent a pattern 
that happens across the cosmos to influence 
the nature of cosmic exploration itself. Savant 
AIs would become the ultimate tools for allow-
ing biological life to reach across interstellar 
distances: more robust than biology, and not 
smart enough to raise ethical concerns about 
being sent off to roam the cosmos according 
to our scientific whims. Propelling millions of 
these investigators into space would be an in-
evitable step. They could be sent to other stars 
and planetary systems, and designed to rec-
ognise the most interesting characteristics of 
these places, from astrophysics to the presence 
of life. These machines would reflect the mo-
tivations of their biological creators; perhaps 
simple curiosity, perhaps something more.

Another compelling reason for savant ma-

chines to be roaming the cosmos arises from 
thinking about how to build more general, 
more powerful AIs. It might be that a general 
AI system can be built out of lots of smaller sa-
vant AIs, each taking on some specific, difficult 
cognitive task, but linked together. That link-
age could be very localised or quite spread out 
like the architecture of biological neural cir-
cuits. There’s the face-recognising savant, the 
natural-language savant, the calculus-savant, 
the tax-evading savant. One could then imag-
ine an AI whose job is to learn how to combine 
savant AIs into something akin to a general in-
telligence – establishing a nursery for machine 
consciousness run from on-high.

The most challenging task for a nursery-
room AI would be how to expose its collective 
of savants to the complexity of the real-world 
environment. Nature isn’t just about meeting 
fixed goals; it’s full of noise, randomness and 
trillions upon trillions of interacting pieces. 
For example, from the very instant an embryo 
forms, it is exposed to constant variation. First 
just a few cells, it senses the world purely from 
a molecular point of view. As the embryo de-
velops organs to register light, sound, touch 
and smell, the portals to experience – and their 
complexity – expand.

In short, the way for a species to make a 
better AI is to let that AI and its components 
explore the messy Universe. As complex and 
nourishing as a single planet can be, a cosmos 
filled with worlds offers millions, billions, even 
trillions of natural test tubes, each with its own 
tale of natural selection and chance. Spreading 
savant AI pieces across the stars offers a way to 
exploit these endless natural experiments and 
sensory inputs.

The path towards better AI might parallel 
biological evolution only in superficial ways. 
Consider the raw development of a human 
brain. The core process appears to be a one-
shot effort. It starts with stem cells racing up an 
initial structure called a neural tube at a rate of 
15 million every hour and hooking together in a 
developing embryo. That prodigious assembly 
of the brain is followed by learning – the brain 
is shaped and pruned as experience creates 
our unique path through life. Although we’re 
incredibly flexible, and capable of absorbing 
and mastering all sorts of skills and knowledge, 
as individuals we are also, sadly, constrained 
by whatever genetic hand we were dealt. And, 
in truth, while we can all keep learning and 
changing, we seldom develop any miraculous 
new talents during our lifetimes.

W
e have a problem. In a 10-bil-
lion-year-old galaxy there 
should have been ample op-
portunity for at least one spe-
cies to escape its own mess, 

and to spread across the stars, filling every 
niche. That this species doesn’t seem to have 
come calling leads to Fermi’s Paradox – if life 
isn’t impossibly rare, then where is everyone? 
Efforts to scan the skies for signs of intelligent 
life have come up blank too, adding to the puz-
zle. Perhaps the vast gulfs of interstellar space 
and the narrow windows of time for communi-
cative species to exist within shouting distance 
of each other are to blame. Intelligences might 
be like small ships passing in the night in a vast 
ocean. Actual close encounters of any kind 
could be exceedingly unusual.

Another explanation for the great silence 
of the galaxy is that any surviving intelligence 
out there is so different from us, so radically 
evolved, that we can’t even conceive of its 
forms or behaviours. As a consequence, actu-
ally detecting and recognising it could be next 
to impossible. That’s a bit of a downer.

But there is also a possibility that lies be-
tween such extremes and it might be the most 
probable of all. When our first encounter or 
detection finally occurs, it could be a machine 
intelligence that appears in our sights.

The idea is not truly new. Back in the 1940s, 
the mathematician John von Neumann ex-
plored the possibilities of non-biological, self-
replicating systems steeped in computation 
but requiring no operating minds. Later on, 
in the 1980s, others expanded on this concept 
by considering the real engineering needs for 
autonomous, replicating, space-faring devices; 
these machines would be able to roam the Uni-
verse, finding raw materials to build more and 
more of themselves, creating the infrastructure 
for energy from space or human settlement 
among the stars.

It would require a more complex mission 
still for such devices to have true artificial in-
telligence (AI). What would that purpose be, 
and what kind of AI is such a machine likely 
to have? An encounter with an alien machine 
could help us unravel this puzzle.

One possibility is that this machine is 
super-capable, exceeding our human capac-
ity for cognitive or analytical tasks. Such an 
AI might be exceedingly hard to understand, 
either in terms of its underlying motivation or 
because of practical barriers of communica-
tion bandwidth. For this device, talking to us 
might be like talking to an infant. Or trying to 
discuss the collected works of Shakespeare us-
ing pictographs. An alien system optimised for 
processing vast data streams might not even 
be able to downgrade its pace enough to notice 
that we’re trying to talk, whether we use tech-

A machine might not be as constrained, 
especially if critical pieces are out exploring 
the cosmos and have been designed to evolve 
into something new. Savant components of a 
larger intelligence might come and go in an 
ever-changing pick-and-mix. Some cognitive 
skills might be useful in certain contexts but 
could simply get in the way in other situations. 
In other words, machine-based intelligence 
could be highly fluid, changeable and, most of 
all, rapidly evolvable. As a consequence, what 
could be lurking out there in the cosmos is a 
vast and diverse zoo of AIs.

We might be incapable of registering the 
presence of billion-year-old machine savants

In a sense, such AIs parallel the microbial 
machines that are at the core of life on Earth 
– forming the smallest units of intelligence to 
traverse the Universe, and ultimately com-
bining together, as the evolutionary biologist 
Lynn Margulis posed, to create multicellular 
creatures, larger entities and consciousness 
itself. In fact, long after a biological species has 
faded away amid the relentless torrent of natu-
ral selection, or self-destruction, this type of 
machine will remain.

AI beyond Earth might be hard to rec-
ognise. Just as someone living on the steppe 
in 12th-century Mongolia would find a self-
driving car both magical and meaningless, 
we might be quite incapable of registering or 
interpreting the presence of billion-year-old 
machine savants. Equally, savant machines 
might not be actively seeking to talk to us, or 
any other intelligences.

But a recognisable encounter with even 
one savant machine would indeed change 
everything. It would tell us that the galaxy is 
awash with intelligence, and could suggest 
that our future might be one of a vestigial, fad-
ing biological presence. Most of all, this discov-
ery would tell us that we might currently be the 
only natural minds consciously aware of these 
facts. That’s because the biology that could 
produce AI explorers would likely evolve or go 
extinct on timescales far shorter than the per-
sistence of these interstellar machines, and we 
already live in a galaxy that is 10 billion years 
old.

Finding an AI-ET could unlock our own 
cosmic exploration by lighting a path forward. 
It might also offer insight into the nature of 
its creators, those ancestral intelligences, pre-
sumably in biological form. Exactly what this 
investigative process would look like is ex-
tremely hard to imagine. Even a single savant 
AI might not come in one physical package 
but rather a swarm of tinier components in-
credibly hard to digest. However, let’s assume 
that by interrogation or literal disassembly 
we eventually solve the mystery of the AI-ET’s 
origins. We might find evidence of an organic 
species like us – or we might discover only ma-
chines all the way down.
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India cannot be run by three people; oppn. 
will unite in six months to a year — Rahul

Kejriwal, cabinet colleagues sit-
in at Luitenant General’s office

Tempers run high at Congress’ Kerala meet over ‘gifting’ of Rajya Sabha seat

Karnataka coalition ministry 
gets down to work, finally

Vajpayee admitted to AIIMS with 
kidney issues, undergoing dialysis

Britain assures India of cooperation in extradition of Nirav Modi, Mallya 
People should not be arrested over 
unverified letters — Chidambaram

PTI

Congress President Rahul Gandhi addresses the national convention 
of Other Backward Classes department of AICC, at Talkatora Stadium 
in New Delhi on Monday, June 11, 2018. PTI

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal, Deputy CM Manish Sisodia, Aam Aadmi Party leaders Satyendra 
Kumar Jain and Gopal Rai during a sit-in protest at Lieutenant Governor Anil Baijal’s residence, in New 
Delhi on Monday, June 11, 2018.

PTI

Senior Congress leader P Chidambaram speaks during a party 
briefing, as the party’s media head Randeep Surjewala looks on, at 
AICC HQ, in New Delhi on Monday, June 11, 2018.

Nirav Modi and Vijay Mallya

New Delhi, June 11 (PTI): 
The country has become 
slave to a handful of BJP-
RSS leaders but the entire 
opposition will unite in 
six months to a year to 
make them realise that 
India will be run by its 
people and not just three 
persons, Congress party 
president Rahul Gandhi 
said today

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) presi-
dent  Amit  Shah and 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS) chief Mohan 
Bhagwat will soon see the 
strength of India, Gandhi 
said, while addressing 
an Other Backward Class 
(OBC) convention, aimed 
at wooing the community 
that comprises over half 
the country’s population

“Today, our nation has 
become slave to two-three 
leaders of the BJP and the 
RSS. The entire opposi-
tion is getting together 
in six months to a year 
and Narendra Modi, Amit 
Shah and Mohan Bhag-
wat will see the strength of 
India,” he said at the event 

organised by the party’s 
OBC cell at the Talkatora 
Stadium here

He alleged that every-
one, including MPs in the 
BJP, were afraid to speak 
out as they were not al-
lowed to speak. “Only the 
RSS is heard,” he said

The Congress party 
recognises the strength 
of the backward classes 
and wants to empower 
them by bringing them 
forward in politics, Gan-

dhi said, in a bid to win 
over the community of 
Other Backward Classes 
ahead of the Lok Sabha 
elections next year

Promising to give 
“space” to the commu-
nity, he said, “... the Con-
gress party will bring you 
in Vidhan Sabhas (assem-
blies), Lok Sabha (lower 
house) and Rajya Sabha 
(upper house). We wish 
to empower you. We will 
not put you in a bus with a 

New Delhi, June 11 (PTI): 
Former prime minister 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, who 
has been ailing for long, 
was admitted to AIIMS to-
day following complaints 
of lower respiratory tract 
infection and kidney is-
sues and was undergoing 
dialysis, hospital sources 
said.

“He was admitted with 
complaints of lower respi-
ratory tract infection and 
kidney issues. He is in the 
ICU and undergoing di-
alysis,” a source at the All 

India Institutes of Medical 
Sciences (AIIMS) said.

A team of doctors 
under the supervision of 
AIIMS Director Randeep 
Guleria are conducting 
tests on the 93-year-old 
leader, a statement from 
the hospital said.

The BJP stalwart was 
the prime minister be-
tween 1998 and 2004.

As his health deterio-
rated, he slowly withdrew 
from public life and has 
been confined to his resi-
dence for many years.

B e n g a l u r u , Ju n e  1 1 
(IANS): The JD-S-Con-
gress coalition govern-
ment in Karnataka got 
down to work finally on 
Monday, with most of the 
25 cabinet ministers at-
tending office for the first 
time after being sworn in 
five days earlier, said an 
official on Monday.

“About a dozen of the 
14 Congress ministers and 
seven of the nine ministers 
from the Janata Dal-Secu-
lar (JD-S) assumed office 
at the secretariat and met 
senior officials,” the official 
in the Chief Minister’s Of-
fice told IANS here, prefer-
ring anonymity.

The cabinet ministers 
could not report to work so 
far as they were allocated 
portfolios only on Friday 
night and government 
offices were closed on sec-
ond Saturday.

Senior cabinet minis-
ters like R.V. Deshpande 
and D.K. Shivakumar were 
among the first to enter 
the office and hold meet-
ings to take stock of the 
situation.

“Revenue Minister 
Deshpande held a meet-
ing on the measures taken 
to mitigate the hardship 
faced by the people in the 

rain-hit districts across 
the state. He also spoke to 
Deputy Commissioners 
of the coastal districts on 
the situation,” said the 
official.

Similarly, Shivakumar, 
who holds twin portfo-
lios of Major and Medium 
Irrigation and Medical 
Education, discussed is-
sues pertaining to both the 
departments, including 
admissions to medical col-
leges for the new academic 
year.

“The secretariat is 
buzzing with activity af-
ter over two months, as 
the state was on election 
mode since March 27 
when the May 12 Assem-
bly poll was announced 
and many officials were 
deputed on election-relat-
ed work across the state,” 
said the official.

Some of the first time 
ministers like N.H. Shiv-
ashankara Reddy of Con-
gress (Agriculture) and S.R. 
Srinivas of JD-S (Small-
Scale Industries) offered 
prayers and invoked gods 
before starting work in 
their spruced up cabins.

JD-S ministers G.T. De-
vegowda and S. Puttaraju, 
however, did not turn up 
to join office on the first 

day, as they are reported to 
be “sulking” with the port-
folios of Higher Education 
and Minor irrigation al-
located to them and are 
expecting a change.

Chief Minister H.D. 
Kumaraswamy of JD-S 
and Deputy Chief Minis-
ter G. Parameshwara of 
Congress assumed office 
on May 24, a day after they 
were sworn-in.

Of the 34-member 
ministry, the Congress has 
kept six of the 21 cabinet 
berths of its share vacant 
to be filled later, while the 
JD-S has one of 11 berths 
to fill.

One cabinet berth (Pri-
mary & Secondary Edu-
cation) was allocated to 
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) 
legislator N. Mahesh (BSP) 
and another (Forest, Ecol-
ogy and Environment) to 
Karnataka Pragnyavanta 
Janata Paksha (KPJP) leg-
islator R. Shankar.

“The administration 
or governance of the state 
came to a virtual standstill, 
as first the three-day BJP 
government fell on May 
19 and then the coalition 
government took over two 
weeks to get its act togeth-
er in the ministry forma-
tion,” added the official. 

‘do not disturb’ board, but 
will hand over the keys of 
the bus to you.” 

Taking a swipe at the 
prime minister, he said 
there was no dearth of 
skills in the country and 
those from the backward 
classes are endowed with 
skills but not given an 
opportunity to move for-
ward

“People who really 
work are confined to 
the back room, but the 
profit of their labour is 
enjoyed by others. India’s 
prime minister says there 
is dearth of skills in the 
country. This is not true. 
There is no dearth of skills 
in the OBC community, 
as they are endowed with 
skills,” he said

For 70 years, the Con-
gress party had stood 
by the OBC community 
and it would continue to 
strive for its rights, Gandhi 
added

Attacking the BJP, he 
said the party had adopt-
ed a strategy to help only 
15-20 rich capitalists, who 
will spend thousands 
of crores to market the 

prime minister. In turn, 
the PM will run the gov-
ernment for them and all 
benefits will go to them, 
the Congress president 
added

The Congress chief 
asked why banks were not 
open to farmers and small 
businesses as there were 
enough skills amongst 
those in the OBC commu-
nity, unable to make it big 
in the absence of capital

Gandhi alleged that 
the Modi government 
had ignored the interests 
of farmers but helped a 
small group of industri-
alists by waiving loans 
amounting to nearly INR 
2.5 lakh crore

“People with skills are 
not rewarded in India ... 
farmers work hard but 
you don’t see them in the 
office of Modi-ji,” he said

“INR 2.5 lakh crore 
were given to 15 industri-
alists. But the farmer got 
nothing...the loan waiver 
was for 15 people but 
not for the farmer who 
continues to commit sui-
cide... his children keep 
crying,” 

New Delhi, June 11 (IANS): 
Delhi Chief  Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal, along with 
his cabinet colleagues, 
visited Lt. Governor Anil 
Baijal on Monday and de-
cided to stay in his office 
until their demands were 
accepted. The Raj Niwas 
called it a “protest without 
reason”.

Kejriwal wanted Bai-
jal to issue a direction to 
IAS officers to end their 
“strike” and also sought 
action against the officers, 
who have struck work for 
“four months”. He was also 
demanding approval to 
the proposal for doorstep 
delivery of ration.

Calling it an “unprec-
edented move”, the LG’s of-
fice said the Chief Minister 
and the Deputy Chief Min-
ister, along with two minis-
ters, “remained defiant and 
continued to pressurise 
that the officers must be 
immediately summoned 
to Raj Niwas and the so-
called ‘agitation’ of officers 
be called off, and sought 
that immediate approval to 
proposal for doorstep de-
livery of rations be given”.

The LG said he had al-
ready spoken to officers in 
this regard and the “insist-
ence to summon them is 
not desirable”.

Baijal said that during 
his continued interactions 
with the officers, “it has 
been informed that the 
atmosphere of mistrust 
and fear continues and no 
sincere attempts to resolve 
the differences have been 
made so far”.

The LG also advised 
Kejriwal to build the con-
fidence of the employees 
at all levels and to work out 
ways of addressing their 
genuine concerns, accord-
ing to the statement.

On the issue of the file 
on doorstep delivery of 
rations, the LG informed 
Kejriwal that it was lying 
with the Minister for Civil 
Supplies for nearly three 
months.

After the alleged assault 
on Chief Secretary Anshu 
Prakash, the Chief Minister 
individually and along with 
his Cabinet colleagues, had 
met the LG a few times, 
seeking his help to resolve 
the issue.

According to the LG, 
the officers told him that 
no sincere efforts had 
been made to assure the 
officers that their respect 
and dignity will be pro-
tected and they will not 
be intimidated, physically 
or verbally assaulted and 
threatened.

Baijal pointed out that 
the Budget Session 2018 
was held and passed with 
active cooperation of the 
officers concerned.

He said that he had 
been informed that the 
officers were attending the 
meetings of urgent public 
importance, and the Sec-
retariat was working as 
were the field officers and 
organisations.

On the issue of offic-
ers not giving answers in 
the assembly on Reserved 
Subjects, Baijal said: “Three 
senior officers have ap-
proached the Delhi High 
Court seeking relief against 
coercive action by the Leg-
islative Assembly for fol-
lowing instructions of the 
Government of India on 
matters related to Reserved 
Subjects.”

Thiruvananthapuram, June 11 
(IANS): Tempers ran high at the 
meeting of Political Affairs Com-
mittee of Congress’ Kerala unit 
here on Monday over the man-
ner in which a Rajya Sabha seat 
which should have gone to the 
party was “gifted” to the Kerala 
Congress-Mani which returned to 
the Congress-led UDF after nearly 
two years.

The most vocal in the meet-
ing turned out to be outgoing 
Rajya Sabha Deputy Chairman 
P.J. Kurien, who was aiming for 
a fourth successive term in the 
upper house, but accused former 
Chief Minister Oommen Chandy 
of scuttling his chances.

The lone seat which the Con-

gress could have won, based on 
its strength in the assembly, was 
handed over to Kerala Congress-
Mani and the ire of Kurien and 
a section of the committee was 
that this issue was not discussed 
in the committee, but Chandy, 
along with Leader of Opposition 
Ramesh Chennithala and state 
party president M.M. Hassan 
themselves decided about it and 
briefed Congress President Rahul 
Gandhi about the need for gift-
ing it.

Another who went hammer 
and tongs against Chandy was P.C. 
Chacko, who was an aspirant for 
the seat, after young legislators last 
month voiced their stand that the 
seat should not be given to Kurien, 

as he has had a long innings in 
parliament.

While Chandy was absent, as 
he had left for Andhra Pradesh on 
his first visit after he was appointed 
General Secretary in charge of the 
state, where Congress is literally 
wiped out, Chandy’s close aides 
including Benny Behanan and 
P.C. Vishnunath strongly defended 
their leader, citing his wide support 
base extending throughout the 
state and popularity. 

They asserted that if there is 
any hidden agenda to attack him, 
then they will not sit idle.

Chandy, before leaving for 
Andhra Pradesh, told the media 
that he has urgent business there 
and is not able to participate in 

the meet, but said Chennithala 
and Hassan would explain what 
happened.

V.M.Sudheeran, the immediate 
past president of the party was an-
other one, who found fault in the 
troika and said this should never 
have happened.

Chennithala however told the 
meeting that henceforth all im-
portant matters before a decision 
is taken would be discussed in 
the committee and agreed that 
they had erred in not taking the 
committee into confidence on the 
matter.

The issue is also likely to sur-
face in the party executive’s meet 
on Tuesday and there too sparks 
are bound to fly.

New Delhi, June 11 (IANS): 
Britain on Monday assured 
India to fully cooperate in 
the extradition process of 
fugitive diamantaire Nirav 
Modi and liquor barron Vi-
jay Mallya who are accused 
in separate multi-crore 
bank loan defraud cases, 
Minister of State for Home 
Kiren Rijiju said.

Meanwhile, govern-
ment sources said that Brit-
ish Minister for Counter 
Terrorism Baroness Wil-
liams also confirmed to In-
dian authorities that Nirav 
Modi, the billionaire jewel-
ler at the heart of a more 
than INR 13,500 crore Pun-
jab National Bank (PNB) 
fraud case, is reportedly 
residing in her country - an 
admission coming in the 
wake of reports about him 
seeking political asylum 
there. At a counter terror-
ism dialogue held here, 
Williams guaranteed Rijiju 
of Britain’s support in the 
process to extradite Nirav 
Modi and Mallya to India. 

“I had a very useful 
meeting with UK Minis-
ter, Baroness Williams. We 
discussed about India-UK 
joint efforts to deal with ter-
rorism and extremism. We 
also agreed to cooperate in 
the matters of extradition 
and sharing of informa-
tion,” Rijiju said after the 
meeting. 

“We have put across the 
government of India’s de-
mands that anybody who 
is wanted by Indian agen-

cies or an Indian court, we 
seek the cooperation from 
the UK authorities (on ex-
tradition). 

Nirav Modi left India 
with his family a month be-
fore the Central Bureau of 
Investigation filed a crimi-
nal case against him on 
January 31 after PNB, In-
dia’s second-largest, state-
run bank, lodged a case 
alleging him and his uncle 
Mehul Choksi to defraud 
it by raising credit from 
overseas branches of other 
banks using illegal guaran-
tees issued by rogue PNB 
staff at a Mumbai branch 
over several years.

India is already seeking 
the extradition of Mallya, 

a liquor and aviation ty-
coon, over unpaid loans 
to his defunct Kingfisher 
Airlines after the business-
man and co-owner of the 
Formula One Force India 
team moved to Britain in 
March last year. Mallya, 
who has been staying there 
for over a year now, has 
been accused of defaulting 
on loans worth thousands 
of crores.  Rijiju further said 
there is a good understand-
ing between the Indian and 
British governments and 
that the two leaders reiter-
ated they would cooperate 
with each other and ad-
dress each other’s concerns 
over other issues. 

Besides extradition of 

Nirav Modi and Mallya, Ri-
jiju discussed issues related 
to anti-India movement 
being carried out by pro-
Khalistan Sikh Federation 
with the British minister. 

“So, I have requested 
the minister that using the 
UK’s territory for anti-India 
agenda must be curtailed. 
We are not against the 
freedom of speech. UK is 
a liberal country, so are 
we. We are also a demo-
cratic country and we can-
not curb the freedom of 
speech. But the freedom of 
speech cannot be misused 
to abuse the country’s im-
age. So, we are very clear 
that UK should not be a 
country where anti-India 

New Delhi, June 11 (IANS): 
Senior Congress leader P. 
Chidambaram on Mon-
day said the government 
should take required 
measures for security of 
the Prime Minister but it 
should not make arrests 
on account of unverified 
threat letters.

An Union Ministerk-
new some of the Elgar 
Parishad activists arrested 
in connection with Bhima- 
Koregaon violence and he 
said they had nothing to do 
with Maoists, Chidambar-

am told reporters here.
Pune police had on 

Thursday told a court that 
a letter was seized from 
one of the arrested, which 
mentioned of a plan to “as-
sassinate” Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi. 

“I do not think you 
should take all these unver-
ified letters as though of-
ficial documents put out in 
the Gazette of India. Such 
letters will float around. It is 
the business of the govern-
ment to offer and provide 
complete protection to the 

activities can be conducted 
without any kind of restric-
tion or check,” Rijiju said. 

The discussions be-
tween the two delegations 
covered variety of impor-
tant issues ranging from 
cooperation in matters 
of migration, tackling ex-
tremism, extradition and 
sharing of criminal records. 

During the meeting, 
Rijiju also called for imple-
mentation of the recom-
mendations of the Finan-
cial Action Task Force to 
check money laundering 
and terrorist financing.

While underlining the 
need for cooperation in 
fighting international ter-
rorism, he said terrorism 
cannot be viewed with a 
prismatic view and urged 
Williams to check anti-
India activities on its soil. 

She assured coopera-
tion of the highest level on 
this issue, a Home Ministry 
statement said. 

Allaying concerns over 
prison conditions in India, 
Rijiju said there are ab-
solute safeguards against 
human rights violations in 
Indian prisons.

In response to the Brit-
ish Minister’s request for 
facilitating repatriation 
of illegal migrants, Rijiju 
said that “while the issue of 
time frames is important, 
the government would like 
to reassure itself about the 
completion of verification 
before repatriation process 
begins”.

Prime Minister of India,” 
said Chidambaram, who 
has been the Union Home 
Minister.

“So let the government 
take whatever measures 
to provide complete, fool-
proof protection to security 
of Prime Minister of India. 
We all are interested in in-
terest of Prime Minister.”

Replying to a query on 
the reports of currency 
with the public reaching a 
record high of over  INR 18.5 
lakh crore, Chidambaram 
said he was happy and 
people cannot be denied 
currency for carrying on 
their daily lives. 

“What is surprising? 
This is cash-less society 
they (BJP government) are 
dreaming about. The rule 
of thumb is currency in cir-
culation must grow about 
the same rate as nominal 
GDP. So nominal GDP is 
growing at about 10-12 per 
cent, currency in circula-
tion must grow at the same 
rate. How much currency 
people need is not matter 
for government to decide. 
It is matter to decide for 
RBI having regards to the 
needs of people,” he said.

Reacting to the Modi 
government’s plan to hire 
people from private sec-
tor for Joint Secretary-lev-
el posts, Chidambaram 
said: “There are serious 
misgivings about the ad-
vertisement that has ap-
peared. There are number 
of questions deserved to 
be asked.”
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Trump, Kim to meet at mother 
of all summits in Singapore 

Britain wants US to honour G7 commitments on trade 

Nepal asks UN 
to close political 
affairs unit

Haven’t uncovered cause of ‘sonic 
attacks’ on US diplomats — Cuba

Ex-president Martinelli 
extradited from US to Panama

Sharif accuses Pak SC chief 
justice of oppression, injustice 

Singapore, June 11 (IANS): 
US President Donald 
Trump and North Korean 
leader Kim Jong-un will 
meet in Singapore on Tues-
day morning for a histor-
ic summit - billed as the 
mother of all summits - to 
solve arguably the worlds 
most seething nuclear cri-
sis.

The summit, which 
was almost scrapped by 
a mercurial Trump last 
month, comes after a flur-
ry of diplomatic activities 
and barrage of invective 
and insults traded between 
the US President and an 
equally aggressive Kim.

It is anybody’s guess 
whether Trump will be able 
to convince Kim to give up 
his nuclear arsenal, which 
the leader of the isolated 
country has built to nuke 
the US from who it fears 
an invasion. Both leaders 
are in Singapore, flocked 
by thousands of journalists 
from the world.

The US says its discus-
sions with North Korea 
were moving “more quickly 
than expected” ahead of 
the summit in Singapore.

The preliminary talks 
between officials were tak-
ing place ahead of the high-
ly anticipated first meeting, 
the BBC reported. 

The White House con-
firmed that Trump and 
Kim will hold a one-on-one 
meeting at 9 a.m. (local 
time), with only translators 
present. The summit is set 
to kick off with a handshake 

AP/PTI

A man watches a TV screen showing file footage of U.S. President Donald Trump, right, and North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un during a news program at the Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, 
Monday, June 11, 2018. 

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/94/2018-IV                                                                                                                                                          Dated Kohima, the 11th June, 2018

Sd/- (T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

Whereas Smti. N. CHUBALA AO W/o LT. LANUAKUM  E & S.O, Deptt. Economics & STS N/L 
Kohima resident of Zienuobadze Colony, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under 
the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late husband- GIS, 
GPF, Gratuity, Leave encashment, medical Re-imbursement, Pension & other service benefits entitled. 
Bank A/C No.20059291093 SBI Main Branch Kohima, N.S.C.B Kohima  A/C No.1022006001936 & 
SBI Mangkolemba A/C No.1181256451 SBI. L.I.C. Policy No.1K063686008 & L.I.C. Dmr. Branch 
Policy No.443502581. Who expired on 15.04.2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 (one) month from 
the date of issue of this notice.

OBJECTION NOTICE
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GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/94/2018-IV                                                                                                                                                           Dated Kohima, the 11th June, 2018

Sd/- (T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

Whereas Smti. WATISANGLA W/o LT. TEPURUKU SOTHU, S.O. Deptt. P,W,D, 
(H) Kma, resident of Lower Jail Colony, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession 
Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/
transfer his/her Late husband- Pension, GPF, GIS, Leave encashment, Gratuity & other 
Service Benefits entitled. Bank A/C No.20024833979 SBI Main Branch Kohima. Who 
expired on 21.05.2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 (one) 
month from the date of issue of this notice.

OBJECTION NOTICE
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GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/94/2018-IV                                                                                                                                                          Dated Kohima, the 11th June, 2018

Sd/- (T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

Whereas Smti. ZESALE W/o LT. LHOUSANYÜ ANGAMI, Pensioner, resident 
of Sakhabama Village, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under 
the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/ transfer his/her 
Late husband- Pension P.o. N.o. NL/S/2150 of Treasury, Kohima (North). Bank A/C 
No.36549300094 SBI Main Branch Kohima. Who expired on 12.04.2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 (one) 
month from the date of issue of this notice.

OBJECTION NOTICE
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GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/94/2018-IV                                                                                                                                                  Dated Kohima, the 11th June, 2018

Sd/- (T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

Whereas Shri. LANUYANGER B/o LATE. TIASUNEP, Manual Asst. L.M & C.P 
Deptt N/L Kohima resident of Landmark Colony, Dimapur  has applied for issue of 
Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/
operate/transfer his/her Late brother- Leave encashment, GIS, T.A, NPS & other service 
benefits entitled. Bank A/C No.20087169478 SBI Lerie Branch, Kohima. Who expired 
on 22.04.2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 (one) 
month from the date of issue of this notice.

OBJECTION NOTICE

KG
-2
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GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/94/2018-IV                                                                                                                                                          Dated Kohima, the 11th June, 2018

Sd/- (T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

Whereas Smti. M.K CHETRI W/O LT. RAJKUMAR CHETRI, Pensioner resident 
of Upper Chandmari, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under 
the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her 
Late husband-Pension P.O. No. NL/S/6909 of Treasury, Kohima (South). Bank A/C 
No.31851418989 SBI Bazar Branch, Kohima. Who expired on 05.04.2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 (one) 
month from the date of issue of this notice.

OBJECTION NOTICE
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GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/94/2018-IV                                                                                                                                                          Dated Kohima, the 11th June, 2018

Sd/- (T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

Whereas Smti. GWANILE TEP W/o LT. NGABU TEP, Constable, Excise Deptt. 
Kohima resident of Perizie Colony, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certificate 
under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her 
Late husband-Pension, GPF, GIS, Gratuity, NPRI, Leave encashment & other service 
benefits entitled. Bank A/C No.20060709017 SBI Main Branch Kohima & N.S.C.B High 
School Junction Branch, Kohima A/C No.1022006000175. Who expired on 22.04.2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 (one) 
month from the date of issue of this notice.

OBJECTION NOTICE

KG
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GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF TECHNICAL EDUCATION

NAGALAND: KOHIMA

NOTIFICATION
NO.DTE/SCTE/6/2018-19:  This is for general information to all candidates who are willing to study 

3 Year Diploma program in Engineering as well as Modern Office Practice and Fashion Design & Apparel 
Production within the state that a “SPOT ROUND COUNSELLING” for admission to the resultant vacant 
seats after the First Selection shall be done under the manner prescribed below:

1. Date of submission of application (in plain paper)  : 12th - 19th June 2018.
2. Date of Spot Round Counselling   : 22nd June, 11 am onwards.
3. Counselling Procedure / guidelines:
(i) Preference will be given to those candidates who had appeared Diploma Entrance
 Examination 2018, in order of merit, irrespective of marks secured in the said entrance exam.
(ii) In order to extend special help to those students who has not appeared the Diploma   

Entrance Exam 2018, but desiring to study Diploma Courses in the state run Polytechnics, this 
ONE TIME opportunity will be given to take admission against the vacant seats basing on their 
marks in the HSLC Examination. In this regard, the candidate should secure a minimum percentage 
of 45 in aggregate in Maths and Science and have passed both the subjects. Such candidates should 
submit photo copy of their HSLCE Mark sheet along Admit card.

Seats are vacant in the following Courses:
(a) Civil Engineering  (b) Electrical & Electronics Engineering
(c) Mechanical Engineering  (d) Automobile Engineering
(e) Computer Science & Engineering (f) Computer Engineering
(g) Information Technology  (h) Electronics & Communication Engineering
(i) Modern Office Practice  (j) Fashion Design & Apparel Production

List of vacant seats can be collected from the Office of the undersigned on all working days during office 
hours.

This has the approval of the Government vide NO.HTE/14-2/2017/ dated 11th June 2018.

(ER. ARJUN SINGH)
DirectorIssued by DIPR
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GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF HIGHER EDUCATION

NAGALAND: KOHIMA

NOTIFICATION TO ALL SCHOLARSHIP BENEFICIARIES AND 
INSTITUTIONS UNDER DEPARTMENT OF HIGHER EDUCATION.

It is hereby notified to all the students and Educational Institutions that:
1. The Online applications for all three Schemes viz. Post Matric Scholarship, State Merit 

Scholarship and NEC stipend & Book Grant for the academic session 2018-19 will be 
live (active) by 13th June 2018 till 31st July 2018 via State Portal www.nagaland.gov.in.

2. The last date for submission of Merit Scholarship Hard Copy, Annexure IV format 
of Post Matric Scholarship and NEC-Stipend & Book Grant hard copy by the 
Institutions to the Directorate of Higher Education will be 29th Sept. 2018.

3. The last Date for submission of online application hard copy by the students studying 
outside Nagaland to the Directorate of Higher Education will be 29th Sept. 2018.

SD/-
DIRECTOR

HIGHER EDUCATION
NAGALAND :: KOHIMAIssued by DIPR

NO.HED/SCHO-1/2016/          Kohima, dated, the 12th June. 2018.
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GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE

NAGALAND: KOHIMA

A D V E R T I S E M E N T
No. DHFW-5/23/TRG-NSG/2017/ 2185-2191          /Dated, Kohima the 5 th June’ 2018.

Application are hereby invited from local intending candidates for undergoing Training in General Nursing & 
Midwifery (GNM) and Female Health Worker (FHW) for the session 2018-19 for the 4 (Four) Schools of Nursing 
in Nagaland as indicated below.

1. Minimum and maximum age for admission will be 17 - 35 years on or before 31st Dec 2018.
2. Student shall be Medically Fit, Medical Fitness Certificate to be attached from Government Medical Officer.
3. Application Form duly filled up along with necessary documents and 3 Nos of passport photos duly attested 

by Gazetted Officer may be submitted along with the Schedule Tribe and Indigenous Inhabitant Certificate 
which is compulsory for all while submitting the form.  

4. Original educational qualification/documents should be produced before the interview board as and when 
called for. 

5. No separate calling letter will be issued.
6. Issue of Application form   - 11th June to 30th June’ 2018 
7. Last date of submission of forms - 13th July’ 2018
8. Issue of Admit Card  - 6th Aug to 24th Aug’ 2018
9. Date of written test GNM   - 28th Aug’ 2018 (Morning)
     - Oral 11th Sept’ 2018 (DHFW, Kohima)
10. Date of written test FHW  - 28th Aug’ 2018 (Afternoon) 
     - Oral 12th Sept’ 2018 (DHFW, Kohima)
11. Venue of written test   - NPSC Hall, Kohima
12. Course details-
 A. (GNM) (School of Nursing, NHAK, IMDH Mokokchung, D.H. Dimapur)
  i. Male and unmarried Female candidates
  ii. 3 (Three) years course, 80 (eighty) seats.
  iii. Qualification – 10+2 any stream with 40%, preferably Science
 B. (FHW) (School of Nursing, D.H. Tuensang)
  i. Unmarried Female candidates.
  ii. Two years course, 30 (Thirty) seats.
  iv. Qualification – 10+2 any stream.
 Backward Tribe Reservation Policy (25%+12%= 37%) of seats for undergoing GNM & FHW courses will 

be followed as per Govt. Notification No.RCBT-5/87/(Pt-II)/Dated, Kohima the 14th April, 2011.
Forms will be available during Office hour at the Directorate of Health & Family Welfare (Room No.210) at 

the cost of ` 100/- only.

SD/- DR. MEGUOSIELIE KIRE
Principal Director

Dte. of Health & Family Welfare
Nagaland, Kohima.Issued by DIPR KG
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between them. Trump will 
leave Singapore that same 
evening.

And the US has said 
it will offer North Korea a 
“unique” security assur-
ances in return for denu-
clearization, according 
to Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo. He insisted that 
the US would accept noth-
ing less than complete de-
nuclearization.

Some experts have 
described the upcoming 
meeting as “symbolic”. The 
North has vowed to com-
pletely denuclearize the 
Korean peninsula and al-

ready razed its nuclear site.
While the US seeks to 

exact complete denucleari-
zation from North Korea, 
Kim fears giving up all 
nukes may invite invasion 
by the US.

Both North Korea and 
the US are decades old 
arch-enemies. It all began 
in 1950 when the North in-
vaded the South Korea, an 
event which was followed 
by three-year war. 

While China stood 
by the North, Seoul was 
backed by the US, which 
since then has its forces 
deployed in the South.

In 2017, Pyongyang 
fired off ballistic missiles 
and conducted the most 
powerful nuclear test till 
date, infuriating the US.

Its sole ally China was 
left embarrassed as it is 
seen as North’s “big broth-
er”. Ties between the two 
nose-dived after Beijing 
gave a go-ahead to the 
crippling UN sanctions 
on Pyongyang.  China will 
closely watch the summit 
as it cannot afford to be sit-
ting on the fence.

This year, Kim met Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping in 
a sign of revival of ties.

Kathmandu, June 11 
(IANS): The Nepal govern-
ment has asked the UN to 
close its Department of 
Political Affairs (DPA) here 
with immediate effect, a 
Foreign Ministry official 
said on Monday.Ministry 
spokesman Bharat Raj 
Paudyal told Xinhua news 
agency that the decision 
to shut the DPA was taken 
at a meeting of the Coun-
cil of Ministers presided 
by Prime Minister K.P. 
Sharma Oli 

The decision comes 
amid reports that the UN 
political unit was alleg-
edly involved in various 
unwarranted activities 
including supporting 
some separatist groups 
in Nepal. 

Miami, June 11 (PTI/AFP): Panamanian former presi-
dent Ricardo Martinelli was extradited to his home 
country today to face charges of spying on journalists 
and political opponents.

Martinelli, president 2009-2014, was transferred 
from the federal prison in Miami to the Opa Locka 
Executive Airport, where he was placed on a flight to 
Panama City around 6:20 am (local time).

A handcuffed Martinelli, wearing a tan suit and 
escorted by US Mashals, greeted reporters gathered 
to see him at the airport.

“I’m ready to watch the World Cup!” he said, giving 
a thumbs-up. Panama qualified for the tournament, 
which begins on Thursday.

Martinelli, 66, is accused of spying on the tel-
ephone calls of more than 150 people, including jour-
nalists and politicians.

He is under investigation in Panama in about 20 
other cases of corruption, but those are not referred 
to in the extradition request.

Under a 1905 extradition treaty, he can only be 
tried in Panama for the crimes alleged in the request.

Martinelli was detained in June 2017 and had been 
incarcerated in Miami since then.

The ex-president claims that he is the victim of 
a “vendetta” by Panamanian President Juan Carlos 
Varela, his former vice president.

Havana, June 11 (IANS): 
The Cuban government 
said that it has not uncov-
ered the cause of myste-
rious health symptoms 
that affected an official of 
the US embassy here last 
month leading to Washing-
ton’s decision to withdraw 
personnel posted there.

 In a statement on Sun-
day, the Foreign Ministry 
said officials launched an 
investigation after learning 
an employee had “reported 
health symptoms as a re-
sult of ‘undefined sound’ 
in her place of residence”, 
reports CNN.  According to 
the statement, authorities 
could not find the source 

of the sound. 
“After more than a year 

of research by the special-
ised agencies and experts 
from Cuba and the US, it 
is confirmed that there is 
no credible hypothesis or 
conclusions adhered to sci-
ence that justify the actions 
taken by the government of 
the US against Cuba to the 
detriment of the bilateral 
relationship and with obvi-
ous political motivations,” 
it added.

The Cuban response 
comes after the US with-
drew two more people 
from the American embas-
sy in Havana due to health 
concerns, according to a 

senior State Department 
official. The individuals in 
the “potentially new cases” 
of a mystery illness that 
has plagued embassy em-
ployees have undergone 
medical evaluations and 
were not yet “medically 
confirmed”, CNN quoted 
the official as saying.

 US officials have de-
tailed how personnel in 
Cuba came to experience 
a variety of symptoms in-
cluding sharp ear pain, 
headaches, ringing in one 
ear, vertigo, disorienta-
tion, attention issues and 
signs consistent with mild 
traumatic brain injury or 
concussion.

Islamabad, June 11 (PTI): 
Pakistan’s ousted prime 
minister Nawaz Sharif to-
day accused the country 
chief justice of rushing 
through the hearings in 
the three corruption cases 
filed against him, terming it 
an “extremely unfortunate” 
example of “oppression 
and injustice”.

The Supreme Court 
had disqualified Sharif, 68, 
last year, forcing the three-
time prime minister to re-
sign. Sharif has dismissed 
as politically motivated the 
corruption charges linked 
to the Panama Papers case.

Sharif claimed that his 
fundamental rights were 
being violated as no lawyer 
would take up a case where 
he is not even allowed time 
to prepare and is asked to 
appear even on the week-
ends.

Sharif was referring to 
his lawyer Khawaja Harris 
who failed to represent him 
today, arguing that he can 
neither work under pres-
sure nor on the weekends 
as demanded by the Ac-
countability Court.

“This last episode of 
the game that began with 
Panama [papers] is an ex-
tremely unfortunate ex-
ample of oppression and 
injustice,” he said, repeat-
ing his previous claims of 
injustices meted out to him 
in the case.

As the Accountability 
Court Judge Muhammad 
Bashir resumed proceed-
ings in the Al-Azizia case, 
one of the three graft cases, 
against Sharif, Harris with-

drew, prompting the judge 
to order the trial court to 
proceed on a daily basis 
and even conduct hearings 
on Saturdays.

The court asked Sharif 
if he would engage another 
lawyer or continue with 
Harris.

Sharif said he needed 
time to make a decision 
and the hearing was ad-
journed till tomorrow.

Harris has been Sharif’s 
lawyer in all three cases 
filed against him and his 
family on September 8 fol-
lowing his disqualification 
as the premier on July 28.

Fawad Chaudhry of Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf said 
that Sharif’s lawyer’s state-
ment was a ploy by Sharif 
to delay the conclusion in 
the cases.

The Accountability 
Court is hearing the cor-
ruption cases against Shar-
if, his daughter Maryam 
and son-in-law captain 
(retd) Muhammad Safdar.

The National Account-
ability Bureau (NAB) had 
filed three cases of cor-
ruption and money laun-
dering against Sharif, his 
sons - Hassan and Hus-
sain, daughter - Maryam, 
son-in-law - Safdar, and 
Finance Minister Ishaq 
Dar in the Accountabil-
ity Court in Islamabad and 
Rawalpindi last year.

The political future 
of Sharif, who leads the 
country’s most powerful 
political family and is the 
lifetime ‘Quaid’ the rul-
ing PML-N party, could be 
jailed if convicted.

London, June 11 (PTI/AFP): Britain 
urged the United States to honour 
commitments made at the G7 sum-
mit, Prime Minister Theresa May’s 
spokesman said today even after US 
President Donald Trump rejected a 
joint communique in a bitter spat 
over trade tariffs. “The communique 
was agreed by all the parties who at-
tended the G7 and we fully intend to 
honour it. We would hope that the 
US will similarly honour the commit-
ments that they have made,” he said.

The summit in Canada ended in 
farce and a renewed threat of trade 
war on Saturday after Trump rejected 
an attempt to write a consensus 
statement and bitterly insulted the 
Canadian host.

The joint communique that was 
thrashed out over two days of nego-
tiations vowed that members would 

reform multilateral oversight of com-
merce through the World Trade Or-
ganization (WTO) and seek to cut 
tariffs. “We commit to modernize 
the WTO to make it more fair as soon 
as possible. We strive to reduce tariff 
barriers, non-tariff barriers and subsi-
dies,” it said, reflecting the typical lan-
guage of decades of G7 statements.

Trump had already said he would 
not hesitate to shut countries out of 
the US market if they retaliate to steep 
tariffs he has imposed on steel and 
aluminium imports.

The joint communique was pub-
lished online before Trump tweeted 
his disapproval after comments 
made by Canadian Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau.

“Based on Justin’s false statements 
at his news conference, and the fact 
that Canada is charging massive 

Tariffs to our US farmers, workers 
and companies, I have instructed 
our US Reps not to endorse the Com-
munique as we look at Tariffs on au-
tomobiles flooding the US Market!” 
Trump tweeted. “PM Justin Trudeau 
of Canada acted so meek and mild 
during our G7 meetings only to give 
a news conference after I left saying 
that, ‘US Tariffs were kind of insulting’ 
and he ‘will not be pushed around.’ 
Very dishonest & weak.” 

Trudeau had told reporters that 
Trump’s decision to invoke national 
security to justify US tariffs on im-
ports of steel and aluminium was 
“insulting” to Canadian veterans 
who had stood by their US allies in 
conflicts dating back to World War I.

“Canadians are polite and reason-
able but we will also not be pushed 
around,” he said.
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Playwright Tony Kushner, center, and the cast and crew of “Angels in America” accept the award for best revival of a play at the 72nd 
annual Tony Awards at Radio City Music Hall on Sunday, June 10, 2018, in New York. 

Jane Fonda to be honoured in France

‘Harry Potter...,’ ‘The Band’s Visit’ win big at Tony Awards

Veteran actress Jane Fonda will receive this years Lumiere Award at the 10th Lum-
iere Festival in Lyon, France. Describing the Oscar-winning actress, festival director 
Thierry Fremaux said Fonda is “a feminist, activist, and she remains a star”, reports 
variety.com. The festival said it was honouring Fonda for an “acting career that has 
led her from (directors) Sydney Pollack to Arthur Penn, from Rene Clement to Roger 
Vadim; for her willingness to embody fierce independence from a young age”.
Fonda said: “I am honoured to be invited to the Lumiere Festival in Lyon.” The 
actress follows Lumiere Award winners such as filmmaker Wong Kar-wai, actress 
Catherine Deneuve, filmmakers Martin Scorsese and Quentin Tarantino. The festival 
will take place from October 13 to 21. (IANS)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

2.40 pm,  8 pm: Kaala (Hindi)

10 am, 12.20 pm, 5.30 pm: Jurassic 
World The Fallen Kingdom (Eng 2D)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Robert De Niro swears at Trump

Robbie Williams to perform at World Cup opening ceremony

Eminem denies using gunshot sound effects

Vince Vaughn arrestedBirthday 
Greeting

“H
arry Potter 
and the 
Cursed 
Child, Parts 
One and 

Two” roped in Best Play while 
“The Band’s Visit” was recog-
nised as the Best Musical at the 
72nd Tony Awards that mixed 
Broadway razzle-dazzle with 
politically-charged calls to arms.

“Angels in America”, a 
sprawling two-part drama 
about the AIDS crisis, was 
named the year’s Best Play Re-
vival. The honour, one of three 
statues it picked up on Sunday, 
came roughly 25 years after the 
original production of “Angels in 
America” swept the 1993 Tony 
Awards, reports variety.com.

Ostensibly a celebration of 
theatre, the annual event was 
an opportunity for Broadway 
to talk up the virtues of inclu-
sion and diversity, while also 

drawing attention to gay rights, 
gun control, and the challenges 
facing immigrants.

While introducing a per-
formance by Bruce Springsteen, 
for instance, presenter Robert 
De Niro said “f**k Trump” twice 
sending CBS censors scram-
bling to bleep his off-colour 
remarks. 

De Niro’s fiery words were 
the most likely to elicit a Twitter 
response from US President 
Donald Trump. 

Most winners and present-
ers avoided mentioning Trump 
or Trump-ism by name, while 
making it clear that their sym-
pathies were with the resist-
ance. 

Many wore pins for move-
ments such as Time’s Up or 
ribbons highlighting left-lean-
ing organisations such as the 
American Civil Liberties Union 
(ACLU).

Tony Kushner, the play-
wright behind “Angels in Amer-
ica”, was one of the broadcast’s 
more explicit agitators, urging 
people to get out and vote in the 
mid-term elections in Novem-
ber. 

Kushner told viewers they 
have “21 weeks to save our de-
mocracy and heal our planet.”

Andrew Garfield, the Best 
Leading Actor in a play, won 
for his work as Prior Walter, the 
AIDS-stricken prophet at the 
centre of “Angels in America”. 
He referenced a recent Supreme 
Court order upholding the right 
of a Colorado baker to refuse to 
bake a cake for the marriage of a 
same sex couple. 

“Let’s bake a cake for every-
one,” Garfield said. 

The “Amazing Spiderman” 
fame actor honoured the les-
bian, gay, bisexual, transgender 
and queer (LGBTQ) community, 

saying: “It is a spirit that says no 
to oppression. It is a spirit that 
says no to bigotry, no to shame, 
no to exclusion. It is a spirit that 
says we are all made perfectly 
and we all belong.”

Best Actress in a play winner 
Glenda Jackson, recognised for 
work in “Three Tall Women”, 
praised the multi-cultural na-
ture of the theatre business.

“The Band’s Visit”, the story 
of a group of Egyptian musi-
cians who find themselves 
bonding with the residents of 
a small Israeli town, is a plea to 
tolerance and brotherhood at 
a moment when tensions are 
rising in the Middle East. 

Nathan Lane of “Angels 
in America” nabbed a Best 
Featured Actor statue for his 
performance as Roy Cohn, a 
venal power-broker who was a 
mentor to President Trump. 

Lindsay Mendez, picked up 
the Tony Award for Best Fea-
tured Actress for her work in 
“Rodgers and Hammerstein’s 
Carousel”.

Stachel’s director David 
Cromer was also honoured for 
his work on the play, and used 
his time to send a message to 
people suffering from depres-
sion. 

“The Band’s Visit” concerns 
people who have lost hope, he 
said, beseeching those who 
are suffering to “call out”. His 
speech came days after celeb-
rity chef Anthony Bourdain and 
fashion designer Kate Spade 
committed suicide.

“Three Tall Women’s” Laurie 
Metcalf won her second Tony 
Award in as many years for best 
featured actress in a play. 

Co-hosts Sara Bareilles and 
Josh Groban kicked off the 
ceremony here at the Radio City 
Music Hall with a piano duet in 
which they poked fun at the fact 
that neither of them have won 
Tony or Grammy Awards. 

IANS

V
eteran actor Robert De Niro, 
who appeared at the The 
72nd Annual Tony Awards to 
introduce Bruce Springsteens 
performance of a contempla-

tive, piano-accompanied version of “My 
Hometown”, burst out with two bluntly 
profane blasts aimed at President Don-
ald Trump.

“I’m just going to say one thing... 
F**k Trump!” De Niro said at the gala on 
Sunday night, reports deadline.com.

When the astonished audience 
broke out into a mix of laughter and 
gasps, he paused for a few seconds and 
then followed with: “It’s no longer ‘down 
with Trump. It’s f**k Trump!’” 

He then pumped both fists. 
A spokesperson of the network 

CBS issued a brief statement: “Mr. De 
Niro’s comments were unscripted and 
unexpected. The offensive language was 
deleted from the broadcast.”

The network leaned on the bleep 
button, so none of its viewers heard the 
unexpurgated version of his remarks. 
But the live feed of the broadcasts being 
played in the press room was uncen-
sored, leading to several Tony winners 
being asked about the head-snapping 
moment during their backstage press 
conferences.

“He’s Robert De Niro,” joked “Angels 

in America” playwright Tony Kushner. 
“Who’s going to argue with him?” 

Later, he offered more serious thoughts, 
agreeing with De Niro and saying: “This 
person should not be anywhere near 
the seat of power.”

De Niro now has Broadway bon-
afides as the co-director of the recent 
adaptation of his film “A Bronx Tale”, so 
it made sense that he would provide 
some star power as a lead-in to Spring-
steen. 

The veteran actor, who has traded 
for decades on his tight-lipped, once-
press-shy image, has come out of his 
shell during the Trump era. The Tribeca 
Film Festival, which he co-founded, 
became a platform for several of his 
anti-Trump broadsides.

The moment quickly made the 
social-media rounds. There were reports 
of an uncensored airing in Australia.

Indian actor Ali Fazal supported the 
uncensored version of the event and 
tweeted: “Oh man the freedom. I am so 
jealous! Kudos Australia. Shake off them 
shackles. Lets breathe the new world 
order and remove the right wingers. 

“It’s when people like Bobby DeNiro 
(Robert De Niro) step up we feel we all 
have a voice. We can. They owe us that 
ear. Or we shove it down your drums!”

IANS

B
ritish pop star Robbie 
Williams will perform 
at the World Cup 
opening ceremony in 
Moscow on Thursday, 

the world football governing 
body FIFA and the singer’s repre-
sentatives said.

The award-winning 
singer formerly in the band 
Take That, who is best known 
for his hit single “Angels”, will 
sing alongside Russian soprano 
Aida Garifullina shortly before 
Russia and Saudi Arabia kick off 
the World Cup at Moscow’s 
Luzhniki Stadium.

The 44-year-old said 
in a statement on Mon-
day that performing at 

the World Cup was “a 
boyhood dream” and it 
would be “an unforget-
table show”.

His song “Party 
Like a Russian” two 
years ago sparked 
controversy in Russia 

for promot-

ing stereotypes about 
the country.

It included lyrics 
about a leader who 
“alleviates the cash 
from a whole entire 
nation, takes loose 
change and builds his 

own space station”.
Williams told 

fans on Twitter at the 
time that the song “is 

definitely not about 
(Russian Presi-

dent Vladimir) 
Putin”.

Last year, 
he offered 
to represent 
Russia in 

the Eurovision Song Contest in 
a jokey interview on Russian 
state-controlled Channel One 
television.

Williams told Andrei Mala-
khov, the host of the show “Pust 
Govoryat” or “Let Them Talk”, in 
comments dubbed into Russian: 
“I’d like to represent Russia at 
Eurovision. Come on Russia, we 
can win!”

Williams grinned as he made 
the offer, adding however that he 
could see his manager “has al-
ready got his head in his hands”.

Former Brazil striker Ron-
aldo -- known as “O Fenomeno” 
-- will also be taking part in the 
opening ceremony, FIFA said.

AFP

E
minem has denied using 
gunshot sound effects after 
he faced criticism regarding it 
from attendees at the Bonna-
roo Music and Arts Festival.

Eminem performed at the gala last 
week and was criticised for gunshot 
noises that fans reported hearing. But a 
spokesperson for the rapper says the set 
did not include gunshot effects. 

“Contrary to inaccurate reports, Em-
inem does not use gunshot sound effects 
during his live show,” the spokesperson 
said in a statement to people.com.

“The effect used by Eminem in his set 
at Bonnaroo was a pyrotechnic concus-
sion which creates a loud boom. He has 
used this effect - as have hundreds other 
artistes - in his live show for over 10 years, 
including previous US festival dates in 
2018 without complaint,” the spokesper-
son added. 

During his headlining set at the an-
nual music festival held in Manchester, 
Tennessee, the noises were heard as the 
45-year-old musician performed his 
2000 song “Kill You”, prompting some 
fans to panic.

In one video taken during the 
concert, a fan immediately drops their 
phone as soon as a loud noise is heard. 
Others can be heard screaming.

Following the performance, some 
fans shared their outrage on social 
media.

“Less than a year after Vegas and 
Eminem thinks it’s a good idea to blast 
gun shot sfx onstage at a music festival? 
Bad call on this headliner Bonnaroo,” 

wrote one social media user, referring to 
last year’s deadly shooting at Route 91 
Harvest music festival in Las Vegas. 

“I was having a good time at Em-
inem’s set, then he played a realistic 
gunshot noise. The whole crowd ducked 
and I have never felt more traumatized 
and ready to panic. Completely inappro-
priate,” wrote another social media user, 
who later added that they decided to 
leave after the sound was heard again.

IANS

A
ctor Vince Vaughn was arrested on 
suspicion of drunk driving.

According to the Manhattan 
Beach Police Department, Vaughn 
was stopped at a checkpoint outside 

of Los Angeles between Hermosa Beach and 
Manhattan Beach around 12.30 a.m. on Sunday, 
reports cnn.com. The “Dodgeball” actor was 

then arrested for driving under 
the influence of liquor and 

for resisting arrest, Sergeant 
Matt Sabosky said.

An unidentified male 
passenger travelling 
with Vaughn was also 
arrested on charges of 
obstructing officers. 
Both men were taken to 

the Manhattan Beach Jail.
IANS

Dear, Atsa, Zet!
As you have turned 50 

years;
‘Count your life by 

Smiles, and not Tears. Count 
your age by Friends and not 
Years.’ Happy 50th Birthday, 
Mrs. Zetseilhounuo Whuo-
rie!

May the Lord’s Good-
ness and Mercy Continue 
to follow you all throughout 
your life.

Your loving, Nounevinuo, 
Kelhousenuo & Kepelhouvi

Angels in America named the year’s Best Play Revival
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Sunil Chhetri

Dale Steyn

Members of the Nagaland sepaktakraw sub-junior team posing with their medals and trophies after the 
championship.

Football referees watching slow motion videos.

Safyaan Sharif of Scotland is mobbed by his team mates after taking the final wicket.

Asghar Stanikzai

We need to play tough away games 
before Asian Cup  —  Chhetri

Steyn returns to test squad in search of milestone

Football referees watching slow motion videos flash more red cards

We have better spinners 
than India — Afghan captain

Nagaland sepaktakraw sub-junior 
teams shine at national c’ship

Scotland beat England for the first time in a one-day international Spanish Moto3 teenage 
rider dies after crash

New Delhi, June 11 (PTI): 
Indian football team has 
turned into a decent home 
side but it is in desperate 
need for away games, says 
inspirational skipper Sunil 
Chhetri, who feels the 
next target for the country 
should be a top-10 place in 
Asia so that the big guns 
invite them over. 

The 33-year-old was In-
dia’s top-scorer with eight 
strikes in the just-conclud-
ed Intercontinental Cup 
which India clinched with 
a 2-0 win over Kenya in the 
final last night in Mumbai. 

The prolific skipper is 
now aiming for a strong 
showing in the Asian Cup 
next year where India are 
clubbed with UAE, Bah-
rain and Thailand.

“For Asia Cup, the first 
thing that we need is to 
play many tough nations in 
away games. Well, whom 
we should be playing de-
pends on the AIFF and our 
chief coach (Stephen Con-
stantine) but we need away 
games now,” Chhetri told 
PTI during an interaction 
on the sidelines of  a pro-
motional event organised 
by KIA Motors.

“Look, let’s be honest. 
With our rankings (97), we 
can’t invite the better ranked 
teams at home. Also we are 
a decent team at home. It’s 
our away game that needs 
to improve,” he added.

Chhetri, who yesterday 

equalled Lionel Messi’s 64 
international goals, further 
explained: “In my mind, 
the first goal is to get inside 
Asia’s top 10 nations. We 
have to accept that we are 
still not there. Teams like 
Saudi Arabia, Iran or Aus-

tralia are better than us.” 
While India were way 

better than their opponents 
Kenya and Chinese Taipei, 
the New Zealand match did 
show a lot of weaknesses in 
the Indian line-up.

Asked if  there’s a plan 

Cape Town, June 11 (Re-
uters): Fast bowler Dale 
Steyn has been recalled to 
South Africa’s test squad 
for the two-match tour of  
Sri Lanka next month, pro-
viding him with another 
opportunity to become 
his country’s most pro-
lific wicket-taker in five-day 
cricket.

Fellow seamer Kagiso 
Rabada, the number one 
ranked bowler in tests, has 
also been included after 
overcoming a back injury 
that left his participation 
in doubt.

The 34-year-old Steyn, 
currently on a short-term 
contract with Hampshire 
having been plagued by in-
jury over the last two-and-a-
half  years, is three wickets 
short of  a milestone that 
has frustratingly eluded 
him in recent times.

He made a comeback 
after 13 months out due to 
shoulder problems when 
he opened the bowling in 
January’s first test victory 
over India at Newlands, 
only to hurt his heel.

Steyn’s shoulder prob-
lems began in December 
2015, and about a year later 

London, June 11 (IANS): 
Given the current debate on 
video assistant refereeing 
(VAR), which will be used 
in this year’s World Cup 
matches in Russia, a new 
study warns that football 
referees penalise situations 
more severely when watch-
ing them in slow motion 
compared to real time.

The researchers found 
no significant difference in 
the accuracy of  a referee’s 
decision regarding whether 
a foul had occurred or not, 
with slow-motion videos 
(63 per cent accurate) com-
pared to the real-time vid-
eos (61 per cent accurate). 

However, the judge-

ment of  intention or force 
behind a foul differed. 

More red cards were 
given by referees watching 
in slow motion compared 
to those watching real time 
video playbacks, showed 
the findings published in 
the journal Cognitive Re-
search: Principles and Im-
plications.

“Slow motion video 
may make it clearer who 
initiated a foul, whether 
there actually was contact 
and whether a foul occurred 
either inside or outside the 
penalty area,” said one of  
the study authors Jochim 
Spitz from University of  
Leuven (KU Leuven) in 

B e n ga l u r u ,  Ju n e  1 1 
(IANS): Ahead of  their 
Test debut against India this 
week, Afghanistan captain 
Asghar Stanikzai has no 
hesitations in claiming that 
his side’s spinners are bet-
ter than star Indian duo of  
Ravichandran Ashwin and 
Ravindra Jadeja.

Afghanistan will be-
come the 12th nation to 
play Test cricket when they 
take on India here from 
Thursday, with the hosts 
to be without skipper Virat 
Kohli.

While Kohli is on the 
sidelines, India will mainly 
bank on the star duo of Jade-

ja and Ashwin, the world’s 
fourth and fifth-ranked Test 
bowlers respectively, to tame 
the Afghans in their debut 
Test.

But Stanikzai feels his 
spin-heavy side, led by star 
leggie Rashid Khan, teen-
ager Mujeeb Ur Rahman 
and veteran Mohammad 
Nabi can more than match 
the proven Indian duo.

“The whole  world 
knows that (we have good 
spinners like) Rashid Khan, 
Mujeeb, Nabi, Rahmat 
(Shah), Zahir (Khan),” Stan-
ikzai was quoted as saying 
by espn.

“In Afghanistan, the 

B in place if  the first team 
stopper duo of  Sandesh 
Jhingan and Anas Edatho-
dika get injured, Chhetri 
tried to rationalise.

“You have to accept 
that there will be a differ-
ence between the first XI 
and the reserves. That’s 
why they are first XI play-
ers.

They are better than 
the reserves. I know Salam 
Ranjan (Singh) is young 
and inexperienced. But 
more matches that he plays, 
he will only get better,” he 
said.

“If  we take the New 
Zealand game, we had 
made six to seven changes. 
The moment there are so 
many changes, it will be 
difficult for the reserve boys 
to come in play like the first 
team boys.

“If  there’s one change, 
then there are 10 others 
to carry forward the mo-
mentum. But yes, I would 
like the reserves to improve 
to a level which gives the 
chief  coach a lot of  head-
ache. Ranjan should try to 
get himself  to the level of  
Sandesh and Anas,” the 
skipper said.

brilliant thing is that a lot 
of  the young talent that is 
coming through are spin-
ners, because they all follow 
Rashid, they follow Nabi, 
so because of that our spin 
department is very strong 
from below.

“In my opinion, we 
have good spinners, better 
spinners than India,” he 
added.

Afghanistan coach Phil 
Simmons, however played 
down talk that his spinners 
were better than their oppo-
nents, but backed ICC No.1-
ranked T20 bowler Rashid 
to overcome his inexperi-
ence at first-class level.

“I don’t know about bet-
ter than India.

“I think Rashid is at a 
different level now, if  he 
keeps improving, but we 
haven’t seen him that much 
in Test cricket. Well, we 
haven’t seen him at all in 
Test cricket, but in four-
day cricket we haven’t seen 
him that much. So it’s a 
new frontier for him. “I’m 
sure he will conquer it, but 
whether he will conquer it 
in the first game, we’ll have 
to see,” he said.

T h e  o n e - o f f  Te s t 
gets  underway at  the 
M.Chinnaswamy Stadium 
on Thursday.

Belgium. 
“However, judging hu-

man emotion, like inten-
tionality is quite another 
story. It is also the reason 
why slow motion footage 
cannot be used anymore in 
the court room as it increas-
es the perceived intent,” 
Spitz added. 

For the study, the re-
searchers studied the re-
sponse of  88 elite football 
referees to video clips of  a 
foul warranting a yellow 
card.

“Our results suggest that 
slow motion can increase 
the severity of a judgement 
of  intention, making the 
difference between perceiv-

ing an action as careless (no 
card), reckless (yellow card) 
or with excessive force (red 
card).

“The finding that ref-
erees were more likely to 
make more severe decisions 
following slow motion re-
plays, is an important con-
sideration for developing 
guidelines for the imple-
mentation of VAR in foot-
ball leagues worldwide,” 
Spitz added. 

The authors concluded 
that although slow motion 
playback could be a useful 
tool in assessing some deci-
sions, such as off-side and 
determining the exact im-
pact of a contact, it may not 

be the best tool for decisions 
that involve judging human 
behaviour and intention.

At a press conference on 
Saturday, Massimo Busac-
ca, head of FIFA’s referee-
ing department, said the 
VAR would be important at 
the World Cup but stressed 
that the officials on the field 
would still be tasked with 
managing the games.

“This is the first time that 
the impact of slow motion 
video on decision making 
has been studied in sports 
referees and it is timely given 
the current debate on video 
assistant refereeing (VAR), 
which will be used in the 
World Cup,” Spitz added.

he broke his right shoul-
der and tore three major 
muscles during the first test 
against Australia in Perth.

He has 419 wickets in 86 
tests at an average of 22.32 
and regarded as among the 
sport’s greatest fast bowlers 
for his ability to take wick-
ets in all conditions.

South Africa are seek-
ing to continue their fine 

form after home test series 
wins over India and Aus-
tralia this year as they begin 
life without batting stalwart 
AB de Villiers, who retired 
from all forms of  interna-
tional cricket last month.

They have also includ-
ed uncapped leg-spinner 
Shaun von Berg, as well 
as recalling wrist spinner 
Tabraiz Shamsi as back-up 

to incumbent slow bowler 
Keshav Maharaj on what 
are expected to be turning 
wickets in Sri Lanka.

“A key factor in our 
selection process was to 
cover all our bases and all 
possible conditions that 
we may encounter in Sri 
Lanka,” Cricket South Af-
rica national selection panel 
convener Linda Zondi said 

Edinburgh, June 11 (Re-
uters): Scotland’s cricketers 
pulled off  the greatest vic-
tory in their history to beat 
England for the first time 
amid scenes of  disbelief  
and jubilation at the tiny 
Grange ground in Edin-
burgh on Sunday.

The world’s top-ranked 
ODI team lost by six runs 
after just failing to pull off  
what would have been the 
second highest one-day 
international run chase.

Scotland’s Safyaan 
Sharif  sparked a pitch in-
vasion when he trapped 
Mark Wood lbw with an 
inswinging yorker in the 
49th over just when Eng-
land looked like they might 
avoid an infamous defeat 
that ranks alongside their 
loss to Ireland at the 2011 
World Cup. England were 

Madrid, June 11 (Reuters): Promising young Spanish 
Moto3 rider Andreas Perez has died from injuries sus-
tained in a crash in Barcelona over the weekend.

The 14-year-old was racing in the second Repsol 
Moto3 FIM CEV event of the day for his team Reale 
Avintia at the Circuit Barcelona Catalunyaa on Sunday 
when he crashed on turn number five at the course, be-
fore being struck by riders behind him.

After being immediately attended to on the scene, 
Perez was transferred to Sant Pau Hospital in Barce-
lona with serious brain injuries, however was later pro-
nounced dead. Perez made his Moto3 debut last year af-
ter impressing in the battle for the European Talent Cup, 
before permanently joining Reale Avintia this season.

“We have lost a great rider, but moreover a great 
person and we will miss him a lot,” read a team state-
ment. “The team and all its sponsors want to offer all 
their support and wishes to Andreas’s family in these 
extremely difficult moments.” Perez’s death is the third 
in as many years at the Catalonian track, following that 
of Enric Sauri in the 24 Hours of Catalonia race last year 
and Moto2 rider Luis Salom in 2016.

Dimapur, June 11 (EMN): The Nagaland 
Sepaktakraw Sub-Junior team won one 
Gold medal and two Bronze medals in the 
recently concluded 21st Sub-Junior Nation-
al Sepaktakraw Championship from June 5 
till the 10 at Bhubaneshwar (Odisha). This 
was stated in a press note.

Nagaland girl’s team beat Haryana in 
Double event to secure the Gold medal (18-

21, 21-14, 21-7). The Nagaland girl’s team 
also secured the Bronze medal in Regu 
event while the boys team secured Bronze 
medal in Team event.

After much anticipation, the Nagaland 
girl’s team finally won a Gold medal in 
the Sub-Junior National Sepaktakraw 
Championship. 26 states participated in the 
championship.

in a statement on Monday.
“The two additional 

spinners to back up Keshav 
Maharaj have both had 
excellent records in recent 
times in our domestic crick-
et. Von Berg also gives us 
additional batting strength 
in the lower order.”

The only other un-
capped player in the squad 
is Heinrich Klaasen, who 
provides wicketkeeping 
cover for Quinton de Kock, 
but is also a contender for a 
specialist batting position 
with the retirement of  De 
Villiers.

The first test will be 
played in Galle from July 
12-16 and the second in 
Colombo starting four days 
later, followed by a two-
match one-day interna-
tional series.

Squad:
Faf du Plessis (captain), 

Hashim Amla, Temba Ba-
vuma, Quinton de Kock, 
Theunis de Bruyn, Dean 
Elgar, Heinrich Klaasen, 
Keshav Maharaj, Aiden 
Markram,  Lung i san i 
Ngidi, Vernon Philander, 
Kagiso Rabada, Tabraiz 
Shamsi, Dale Steyn, Shaun 
von Berg.

all out for 365 after Scotland 
made 371 for five, their 
highest total in a one-day 
international.

Scotland’s victory will 

send out a powerful mes-
sage to the ICC, which vot-
ed to restrict the 2019 World 
Cup to 10 teams from the 
previous 14, which makes 

it far more difficult for sec-
ond-tier sides to qualify.

Scotland’s innings in-
cluded 45 fours and eight 
sixes and was anchored 

by Calum MacLeod who 
made an unbeaten 140.

“I hit it nicely,” said 
MacLeod, who plays club 
cricket for Bexley in Eng-
land. “It was a lovely feeling 
and nice to do it in a crowd 
this big. Anything above 
350 is a big total.”

Kyle Coetzer (58) and 
Matthew Cross (48) had got 
the innings off  to a strong 
start with an opening part-
nership of 103 and George 
Munsey weighed in with 
55.

The visitors, playing 
their first one-day game 
of  the season, were given 
a hurricane start by Jonny 
Bairstow who hit a brilliant 
105 to become the first 
Englishman to post three 
successive ODI centuries.

But Jason Roy (34), 
Eoin Morgan (20) and 

Alex Hales (52) departed 
to careless shots while Joe 
Root (29) was needlessly 
run out. Moeen Ali tried 
to repair the damage with 
a 33-ball 46 but England 
had left themselves too 
much to do.

Spinner Mark Watt was 
Scotland’s best bowler with 
three for 55.

“The level of  expecta-
tion has been high around 
the team for a while, it 
doesn’t get higher than 
being number one in the 
world,” said Morgan, 
whose side now face a 
five-match one-day series 
against Australia starting 
on Wednesday.

“I don’t think we were 
far away, we go to a ground 
now that we know really 
well in The Oval, and we’ll 
be up for the challenge.”



Rafael Nadal embracing the French Open trophy.

France midfielder Paul Pogba (left) and forward Antoine Griezmann are put through their paces.
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Sebastian Vettel celebrates with the trophy after winning the Canadian Grand Prix on Sunday, June 10.

Indian cricket player Karun Nair addresses a press conference 
after a practice session ahead of their maiden cricket test match 
against Afghanistan, in Bengaluru on Monday, June 11.

PTI

Vettel wins Canada GP; 
regains F1 leadership

Fitter Nair confident of skills with the bat

Paris honours Nadal after his 11th French Open victory

Messi says Argentina future 
depends on World Cup

World Cup big guns limber up in Russia as atmosphere builds

Pele may not attend Russia World Cup opening ceremonySpain's Rodrigo allays fears over Piqué's knee

Montreal, June 11 (IANS): Ferrari's 
Sebastian Vettel dominated the Ca-
nadian Grand Prix here to retake 
the championship lead as Lewis 
Hamilton could finish only fifth for 
Mercedes.

Vettel converted pole position into 
a lead at the first corner and was never 
headed as he kept Mercedes' Valtteri 
Bottas at arm's length throughout the 
race, the BBC reported.

The German achieved his 50th 
victory in the Formula One World 
Championship on Sunday and also 
regained, by a single point, the F1 
leadership.

Vettel, already four-time world 
champion (2010, 2011, 2012 and 
2013), won from pole position at the 
Gilles Villeneuve circuit in Montreal, 
where he steered to an undeniable 

victory.
Sunday's victory is his third vic-

tory in 2018, after Australia and Bah-
rain, and his second in Canada, where 
he also won in 2013, at the helm of a 
Red Bull.

The driver from the small Ger-
man town of Heppenheim rider won 
the race ahead of Finn Valtteri Bottas 
(Mercedes) and the two Red Bull Rac-
ing drivers, Dutchman Max Verstap-
pen and Australian Daniel Ricciardo.

Lewis Hamilton, a six-time win-
ner in Montreal and aiming to equal 
the record of seven set by Germany's 
Michael Schumacher, could only 
finish fifth, depriving him of the 
championship lead by just one point. 
Vettel now has 121 points, Efe news 
reported.

Sebastian Vettel took advantage 

of his privileged position on the grid 
to reach the first corner in the lead, 
while behind him Bottas stopped 
Verstappen's frantic attack by taking 
second place.

The first lap had to be neutralised 
with the safety car after an accident 
between the Canadian Lance Stroll 
(Williams) and the New Zealander 
Brendon Hartley (Toro Rosso), which 
ended without penalties for either 
of them.

Nothing changed during the 
restart. Vettel went on first and little 
by little he set a pace that his rivals 
were unable to keep up. He crossed 
the finish line with a clear advantage.

The World Championship re-
sumes with the Grand Prix of France 
from June 22 to 24 at the Paul Ricard 
circuit at Le Castellet.

Bengaluru, June 11 (IANS): 
A triple century on debut 
and an inconsistent run 
thereafter hasn't helped 
Karun Nair cement his 
place in the Indian Test 
team but the Karnataka 
b a t s m a n  o n  Mo n d a y 
claimed to have worked 
on his fitness and skills as 
he prepares for the one-off 
Test against Afghanistan, 
starting here on Thursday.

Nair, who played the fi-
nal Test against Australia in 
March last year, said he has 
worked on his batting and 
is a better batsman than he 
was a couple of years ago.

"I have become fitter. 
For one-and-a-half years I 
have been out of the team 
and making efforts to im-
prove my skills," Nair told 
reporters here. 

"I have worked on bat-
ting and fitness. I scored 
runs in domestic cricket. 
I know for myself, I am a 
better batsman than what 
I was two years ago," he 
added. 

FIFA WORLD CUP

2 DAYS TO GO2 DAYS TO GO
RUSSIA 2018

The 26-year-old con-
ceded that it didn't feel 
good to be dropped after 
scoring a triple ton but he 
has moved on.

"It has been two years. 
Unless you guys bring this 
up, I am not thinking of it. 
Obviously, it is a good feel-
ing that you are the second 

Paris, June 11 (IANS): The 
city of Paris paid tribute to 
Spanish tennis great Rafael 
Nadal on Monday, a day af-
ter he won his record-ex-
tending 11th French Open 
title.

Hours after thrashing 
Austria's Dominic Thiem 
in straight sets, Nadal was 
playfully quizzed by Paris 
Mayor Anne Higaldo about 
a potential 12th French 
Open title, reports Efe.

Nadal replied modestly, 
saying "We'll see what may 
happen next year. Now, we 

cannot think that hard. We 
have to be satisfied with 
what happened, and when 
time has passed we'll start 
thinking again about what 
might happen next year."

The 17-time Grand Slam 
champion expressed his 
gratitude for the support 
he felt in the French capital, 
adding that winning his pre-
vious ten titles was already 
"incredible."

During the reception 
held at the City Council and 
attended by Nadal's family, 
Higaldo presented a plaque 

Bronnitsy (Russia), June 11 
(PTI/AFP): Argentina cap-
tain Lionel Messi said his 
international future will be 
determined by his country's 
performance at the World 
Cup in Russia.

"It will depend 
on how far we go, 
how we're going 
to finish" at the fi-
nals, Messi said in 
an interview with 
Spanish daily 
Sport.

"We've 
j u s t  l o s t 
three fi-
nals  in 
a  r ow, 
which 
has led 
t o  u s 
g o i n g 
through 
some dif-
ficult mo-
ments with 
the press," 
a d d e d 
t h e 
B a r -
c e -
l o n a 
f o r -
ward.

"No- tably with the 
Argentine press because we 
have differences of opinion 
over what it means to make 
these three finals." Argentina 

lost the 2014 World Cup final 
1-0 to Germany after extra 
time, before suffering suc-
cessive defeats by Chile on 
penalties at the Copa America 
in 2015 and 2016.

Messi, who will turn 31 
during the World Cup, be-
lieves Spain, Brazil, Ger-
many, France and Belgium 
are the leading contenders 
for the title.

"There are lots of 
teams who arrive with 

lots of confidence, 
with both a team 

game and in-
dividual tal-

ents," said 
the f i v e -
t i m e 
w o r l d 

player of the 
year.

Argentina launch 
their World Cup 

c a m p a i g n 
against Iceland 

on Saturday 
in Moscow, 
with games 
t o  f o l l ow 
a g a i n s t 
Croatia and 
Nigeria in 
Group D.

person to get it (triple ton), 
but it is time we all moved 
on and looked ahead," he 
said.

For the one-off Test, 
the Afghanistan Cricket 
Board (ACB) announced a 
spin-heavy squad but Nair 
is unperturbed with their 
strategy.

The squad comprises 
five spinners in Moham-
mad Nabi, Rashid Khan, 
Mujeeb Ur Rahman, Zahir 
Khan and left-arm spinner 
Hamza Kotak, who inci-
dentally emerged as the 
leading wicket-taker in the 
recently concluded first-
class competition.

"I have played Rashid in 
the IPL, but this is a differ-
ent ball game. This is Test 
cricket. I don't think he 
has played many red ball 
games. So, it will be new for 
everyone," he said.

Rashid and Mujeeb en-
joyed fruitful campaigns in 
the IPL, playing for Sunris-
ers Hyderabad and Kings XI 
Punjab, respectively.

with the champion's hand-
prints on it, cast in the same 
reddish clay colour as the 
French Open courts.

The mayor said the 

plaque will be displayed in 
a yet-to-be-decided sports 
facility, and praised Nadal 
as both a human being and 
a champion.

Rio de Janeiro, June 11 
(IANS): Brazilian soccer 
icon Pele's presence at the 
inaugural World Cup match 
on June 14 remains a sus-
pense as his scheduled trip 
to Russia has been can-
celled due to ill health.

"He is feeling ill. He has 
problems in his legs," his 
spokesperson told report-
ers, adding the situation 
would only be clearer by 
Tuesday, Efe news reported.

Edson Arantes do Nas-
cimento, the soccer legend 
-- who won the Jules Rimet 
Cup, used as the World Cup 
trophy from 1930-1970, 
three times -- is one of the 
main invited guests at the 
opening ceremony in Mos-
cow's national Luzhniki 
Stadium, where the home 
team will go up against the 
Saudi Arabians. The Bra-
zilian star first took part 
in a World Cup match in 

1958, going up against the 
Russian squad in 1958 in 
Sweden. Pele, 77, has under-
gone several spinal, femur 
and cartilage operations of 
late, which have forced him 
to curtail his public appear-
ances. He has expressed 
concern about the Brazil-
ian team saying the squad 
has not come together yet 
as a unit. He said it was the 
teams that won the past 
World Cups, not individuals.

Moscow, June 11 (AFP): 
The World Cup big guns 
limbered up on Monday 
ahead of the tournament 
opener in Russia while 
brash underdogs Aus-
tralia warned Euro 2016 
finalists France to brace 
for an early shock.

As the atmosphere 
built before Thursday's 
curtainraiser between the 
hosts and Saudi Arabia, 
the French and Argentine 
players were put through 
their paces while Brazil 
took the day off.

World champions 
Germany, seeking to 
equal Brazil's record of 
five World Cup wins, will 
land in Russia on Tues-
day, along with Gareth 
Southgate's youthful 
England side.

Brazil and Neymar 
arrived in the Black Sea 
resort of Sochi in the early 
hours in buoyant mood 
after hammering Austria 
3-0 in their final warm-up 
match on Sunday.

Neymar, who broke 
a bone in his foot in Feb-
ruary, marked his first 
start in more than three 
months by scoring in 
Sunday's easy victory in 
Vienna, drawing level 
with Romario on the list 
of Brazil's all-time lead-
ing scorers behind only 
Pele and Ronaldo.

Disputed choice
Russia was a disput-

ed choice when it was 
handed the World Cup in 
a closely watched 2010 
vote that has since been 
tainted by bribery charg-
es, and the 2018 tourna-
ment takes place against 
a background of interna-
tional tensions.

Russia and the West 
have engaged in a major 
wave of tit-for-tat diplo-
matic expulsions since 
London accused Moscow 
of being behind the poi-
soning of Sergei Skripal 
in Britain in March.

But as the clock ticks 
down to the opener in 
Mo s c ow ' s  i m p o s i n g 
80,000-capacity Luzhniki 
stadium, the tournament 
is beginning to catch the 
public mood, with about 
3,500 fans attending Aus-
tralia's training session in 
the central city of Kazan.

Fans shouted "Aus-
tral-iya" several times 
during training and also 
"Aussie, Aussie, Aussie, 
go, go, go".

Socceroos goalkeeper 
Mat Ryan warned France 
that a new, improved Aus-
tralia team are plotting an 
early World Cup shock 
when the sides meet in 
Kazan on Saturday.

"Come the France 
game, we're going to be 

Krasnodar (Russia), June 
11 (IANS): Spanish foot-
baller Rodrigo Moreno 
on Monday played down 
concerns about the fitness 
of Gerard Piqué, who was 
forced to exit team training 
earlier with apparent pain 
in his left knee just four 
days before the squad's 
Group B opener against 
next-door neighbours Por-
tugal.

Centre-back Piqué 
took a knock to the knee 
at the team's World Cup 
headquarters in Krasnodar 
in a 50-50 challenge with 
striker Diego Costa, after 
which he decided to leave 
the pitch to talk with the 
medical team, reports Efe. 

"Piqué is fine," Rodri-
go, a versatile winger/strik-
er who plays his league 
soccer with Valencia in 

Spain, told reporters. 
"At the moment it 

seems like there isn't a 
problem at all," he said.

Later, Spanish online 
newspaper 'Marca' also re-
ported that Pique's injury 
was not serious and would 
not affect his presence 
against Portugal, where he 
is expected to partner with 
Sergio Ramos in the heart 
of the defence.

Meanwhile, the Span-
ish lack the services of Real 
Madrid's right back Dani 
Carvajal, who damaged his 
hamstring in the Champi-
ons League final 16 days 
ago. Carvajal, who missed 
the 2016 European Cham-
pionships due to injury, 
won't be fit for the World 
Cup opener and is still 
in doubt for their second 
group match against Iran 

in Kazan on July 20.
That doubt has seen 

manager Julen Lopetegui 
bring defender Jesus Valle-
jo and central midfielder 
Rodrigo Fernandez to Rus-
sia to provide cover, and 
he will be able to make 
changes to his 23-man 
squad until 24 hours be-
fore the game against Por-
tugal kicks off at 8 p.m. 
local time on Friday.

ready... and giving our-
selves opportunities to win 
this game," the Brighton 
stopper warned."We can't 
wait for Saturday."

France,  who boast 
"world-class" talent in An-
toine Griezmann and Paul 
Pogba, according to Aus-
tralia midfielder Massimo 
Luongo, are among the 
tournament favourites in 
Russia alongside Brazil, 
Germany and Spain.

Salah trains 
A big question mark 

hangs over the participa-
tion of Egypt and Liverpool 

striker Mohamed Salah, 
who is still receiving treat-
ment for the shoulder 
injury he suffered in the 
Champions League final.

Team doctor Mohamed 
Abou al-Ela admitted the 
striker, who scored 44 goals 
for Liverpool this season, 
was unlikely to play in 
Egypt's opening Group A 
match against Uruguay on 
Friday.

But Salah did some 
light running in Grozny 
on Monday, monitored by 
medical staff, as the other 
Egypt players took part in a 

group warm-up.
Argentina captain Lio-

nel Messi said his inter-
national future will be de-
termined by his country's 
performance at the World 
Cup.

"It will depend on how 
far we go, how we're go-
ing to finish" at the finals, 
Messi told Spanish daily 
Sport.

"We've just lost three fi-
nals in a row, which has led 
to us going through some 
difficult moments with the 
press," the Barcelona for-
ward said.

Argentina lost the 2014 
World Cup final 1-0 to Ger-
many after extra time, be-
fore suffering successive 
defeats by Chile on penal-
ties at the Copa America in 
2015 and 2016.

Host nation Russia, 
ranked a lowly 70th in the 
world, are under intense 
pressure as they prepare 
to open the tournament, 
after failing to win in seven 
consecutive games.

President Vladimir Pu-
tin, who has spent billions 
to put on the biggest sports 
event in Russia since the 
1980 Moscow Olympics, 
has exhorted the team to 
raise their level.

"I must acknowledge 
the fact that, unfortunately, 
our team have not achieved 
big results in recent times," 
Putin said last week.

Even before the tourna-
ment gets under way, world 
governing body FIFA has 
the major task on Wednes-
day of choosing the host 
of the 2026 World Cup -- 
a straight fight between 
a joint bid featuring the 
United States, Canada and 
Mexico and Morocco.

A long-awaited report 
from FIFA inspectors left 
the North American bid as 
the clear front-runner in 
the race to host the tourna-
ment, which will be the first 
48-team World Cup.


