
Youth during a protest rally against unidentified people responsible for lynching of two men in Central 
Assam’s Karbi Anglong district on suspicion of being 'child lifters', in Guwahati on Sunday.
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The tomb where NSCN (K) leader SS Khaplang lies, according to the outfit’s publicity cell.
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Five-year-old girl allegedly 
raped in Mokokchung

Black Money 
case:  Karthi 
Chidambaram gets 
anticipatory bail 

NSCN (K) remembers Khaplang  
on first death anniversary

Government offers 10 joint secretary 
posts for lateral entry, Congress objects 

Police resort to mild lathi-charge as 
protest against lynching turns violent

Assam lynching: 16 arrested, strict vigil on social media
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Spain's Rafael Nadal lifts the trophy as he celebrates winning the men's final match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros 
stadium in Paris on Sunday. Nadal has won this Grand Slam for a staggering 11 times. (Report in page 12)
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Meg Ryan on being ‘America’s 
Sweetheart’, quitting acting |  P10

Argentina preparations rocked by 
results, controversy and injury  |  P12

The best and most 
beautiful things in the 

world cannot be seen or 
even touched they must 

be felt with the heart. 

~ Helen Keller

"Honey, we're never going 
to encourage our child to be 
a government servants ok... 
At least not a government 

teacher..."

Mirror Takes

~ Arien

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, June 10 (EMN): In a 
shocking incident a five-year-old girl 
was allegedly raped by a 19-year old 
man at Mongsenbai ward in Mokoc-
hung town on Saturday night.

Police sources said that the ac-
cused was arrested on Sunday. The 
alleged rapist has been identified as 
Limatoshi from Longsa village, it was 
informed. According to the FIR report, 
the incident happened at 8 pm.

A source said that the accused at-
tempted to rape the victim who was 
his paternal uncle’s step-daughter. 

Upon hearing the screams of the 
victim, the parents rushed to the 
room and rescued the minor, it was 
informed.

After the incident came to light a 
huge crowd gathered at the spot and 
produced the alleged accused to the 
Mongsenbai ward authority, who later 
handed him over, along with an FIR, 
to personnel of Mokokchung Police 
Station-II.

Simultaneously, the Mongsenyimti 
Senso Telongjem Mokochung Town 
has also filed an FIR against the ac-
cused.

Police source disclosed that medi-
cal examination has been conducted 
on the victim, while also the accused 
has ‘confessed to the crime.’

The superintendent of Mokokc-
hung police Raguramarajan informed 
this correspondent that the accused 
has been kept in judicial custody and 
booked under U/S 4 Protection of 
Children from Sexual Offences Act, or 
the POCSO.  

Raguramarajan added that thor-
ough investigation was on and that 
the police will be preparing the charge 
sheet in few days’ time.

New Delhi, June 10 (IANS): Open-
ing the doors of the bureaucracy 
for private sector professionals, the 
government on Sunday invited ap-
plications for 10 Joint Secretary-level 
posts through lateral entry as opposed 
to those inducted through the UPSC 
exam.

The opposition Congress criticised 
the decision, saying it was just to "sab-
otage" the efficiently-running system 
and with a view to "take in people from 
the RSS, BJP and some of the industrial 
houses of the country".

However, the government said the 
proposal of lateral entry was aimed at 
bringing in "fresh ideas and new ap-
proaches" to governance and also to 
augment manpower. 

"The government of India has de-
cided to invite talented and motivated 
Indian nationals willing to contrib-
ute towards nation-building to join 
the government at the level of Joint 
Secretary," said a notification issued 
by the Department of Personnel and 
Training.

Joint Secretaries are placed at a 
crucial level of senior management 

in the government and lead policy-
making as well as implementation of 
various programmes and schemes 
of the department assigned to them. 
They report to the Secretary or the 
Additional Secretary in the respective 
Ministries.

The Joint Secretary's post is usually 
filled through the competitive exams 
conducted by the Union Public Service 
Commission (UPSC). 

The government notification said 
that candidates with expertise in 
specific areas of revenue, financial 
services, economic affairs, agriculture, 
road transport and highways, ship-
ping, environment and forests, new 
and renewable energy, civil aviation 
and commerce can apply for the posts. 

While candidates from state gov-
ernments as well as central or state 
public sector undertakings will be ap-
pointed on deputation, the candidates 
from private sector will be appointed 
on contract basis, the notification said.

The NITI Aayog welcomed the 
move, with its CEO Amitabh Kant say-
ing it was "long overdue".

"NITI's experience with lateral 

entry has been extremely good. They 
(candidates) bring in a vast number of 
fresh and vibrant ideas.

"This move in government was 
long overdue and I welcome it. (It) Will 
catalyse UPSC entrants to specialise. 
The government must also allow dep-
utation of its officers to private sector 
as well," Kant said in a tweet.

Congress Spokesperson P.L. Punia 
told IANS that there is a time-tested 
efficient system of recruitment of IAS 
and officers in other services, which is 
foolproof. Training is given keeping in 
mind the government's requirement 
and they are all brilliant brains.

"This is just to sabotage the effi-
ciently-running system and with a 
view to take people from the Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh, Bharatiya Janata 
Party and some industrial houses. So 
that they can directly influence the 
decision-making of the government," 
he said.

Punia, a former IAS officer, said 
they (government) have also written 
in the advertisement that it is for 'In-
dian nationals'. Normally, it is open to 
Indian citizens. 

Dimapur, June 10 (EMN): 
The NSCN/GPRN com-
memorated with a solemn 
function the first death an-
niversary of SS Khaplang, 
the former chairman and 
founding leader of the or-
ganisation who passed away 
on June 9 2017.

According to a statement 
from the outfit on Sunday, a 
‘host of leaders from various 
revolutionary organisations 
of Wesea region and UNLFW 
attended the commemora-
tion and paid tribute to the 
late leader.’ 

“The late leader has 
been instrumental in forging 
unity among multi-ethnic 
struggling nationalities of 

the region and the success-
ful establishment of UNLFW 
under his chairmanship 
was one such realisation 
of his broader vision and 
fraternal concerns for every 
suppressed and colonised 
people in the west-south 
east Asia.

“Late SS Khaplang will 
always be regarded as the 
patron and father of the 
Wesean nationalist move-
ment and generations shall 
continue to draw inspira-
tions from his exemplary 
leadership spanning more 
than five decades of sheer 
sacrifice and struggle until 
his last breath,” the state-
ment read. 

Various ‘church leaders, 
civil societies, public lead-
ers and hundreds of admir-
ers thronged his memorial 
grave and paid rich tributes’ 
to Khaplang, it stated. “The 
leaders and representatives 
from ULFA (I), NDFB, UNLF, 
KYKL, KCP, PREPAK (pro), 
PREPAK, NLFT, KPDC, KLO, 
RPF also attended the com-
memoration. 

“The NSCN/GPRN fur-
ther reaffirmed its commit-
ment to stand by the ideals 
of late SS Khaplang and 
continue to ply the path laid 
by him. The first death an-
niversary was held at NSCN/
GPRN council head quarter, 
Taka on 9th June 2018.”

Guwahati, June 10 (PTI): 
As many as 16 people have 
been arrested in connec-
tion with the lynching of 
two men in Karbi Anglong 
district of Assam, while a 
senior police officer has 
been given charge to keep 
a vigil on rumours in the 
social media, the DGP said 

Chennai, June 10 (PTI): 
In a late night hearing, 
the Madras High Court 
granted anticipatory bail to 
Karthi Chidambaram, son 
of former Union Minister 
P Chidambaram in con-
nection with the warrant 
issued against him by the 
Income tax department 
under the Black Money Act 
for allegedly not disclosing 
foreign assets.

T h e  c o u r t  o n  Sa t -
urday also directed the 
I-T department to keep 
in abeyance the warrant 
issued against him until 
he returned from his trip 
abroad.

Karthi Chidambaram 
gave an written undertak-
ing to appear before the 
concerned IT official on 
June 28.

Apprehending arrest 
following issuance of war-
rant, Karthi Chidambar-
am's counsels, A R L Sunda-
resh and Satish Parasaran, 
knocked on the doors of 
the official residence of 
Chief Justice Indira Baner-
jee late last night.

However, they were in-
structed to approach the 
concerned portfolio judge 
with the anticipatory bail 
petition.

Don’t engage in talks with Delhi, 
Farooq tells separatists  |  P8

C  AMPION

run up to the publication of 
the second draft of the Na-
tional Register of Citizens 
slated on June 30, the DGP 
said it was not possible to 
say anything at this stage, 
but the investigation cov-
ered all angles.

He said security in vul-
nerable areas of the state 
has been intensified and 
special patrolling was being 
conducted, particularly in 
the weekly Sunday markets, 
to prevent any untoward 
incident.

Two men, returning 
from a picnic spot, were 
pulled out of their car and 

lynched by villagers who 
suspected them to be child 
lifters in Assam's Karbi An-
glong district, in a grue-
some incident of mob fury 
which police blamed on 
panic created by social me-
dia posts.

Nilotpal Das (29), a 
sound engineer based in 
Mumbai, and his friend 
Abhijeet Nath (30), a busi-
nessman, had gone to the 
picnic spot Kangthilangso 
on Friday night to capture 
the sounds of nature and 
were on their way back 
when they were stopped 
by some villagers at Pan-

juri and thrashed, despite 
the duo pleading that they 
were Assamese and not 
outsiders, police said.

In a video of the inci-
dent circulated on social 
media, the two men can be 
heard begging for their lives 
and trying to explain to the 
livid crowd that they were 
innocent but to no avail.

After the police reached 
the spot, the two seriously 
injured men were rushed 
to a hospital but they died 
on the way.

T h e i r  b o d i e s  we re 
brought to Guwahati and 
cremated late last night.

Thousands of protestors today gath-
ered at the Gauhati Commerce Col-
lege and blocked the busy RG Baruah 

Road for nearly three hours, leading to mas-
sive traffic jam. 

The protestors, demanding speedy 
justice against lynching of two youths in 
Assam's Karbi Anglong district on Friday 
night, were subjected to mild lathicharge by 
the police.  "Till the time they were peaceful, 
we had no objection and allowed them to 
express their feelings. But as it was already 
around three hours of protest in the form of 
road blockade, we requested them to leave 
in the evening and most of the agitators 
had left," Deputy Commissioner (Central) 
of Guwahati Police Ranjan Bhuyan told PTI.

However, around hundred protesters 
refused to leave the spot and even started 
drinking alcohol on the road, he said, 
adding they threw stones and bottles on 
policemen.

"We had no option but to use mild 
lathicharge to disperse them," Bhuyan said.

Stones and other items were also thrown 
at media persons present there, but no 
immediate report of any injury has been 
received.

Guwahati Police Commissioner Hiren 
Chandra Nath said "some people" called 
him last night to tell him about their plans to 
hold the protest and a candle light proces-
sion, but that was an "informal intimation".

"Policemen were present at the spot. 
We are not objecting to their protest as long 
as they are peaceful. This is a very sensitive 
matter and people are emotional," he said.

Nath said three persons have been 
picked up and their role was being probed. 

The call for the protest was given by a 

Facebook group 'Justice for Nilotpal and 
Abhijeet'. The group was started yesterday 
and nearly 60,000 people have joined it 
within 24 hours.

Two friends, Nilotpal Das and Abhijeet 
Nath, had gone to a picnic spot Kangthi-
langso in Karbi Anglong on Friday and 
while returning, their vehicle was stopped at 
Panjuri by a mob that pulled them out and 
beat them to death on the suspicion that 
they were child lifters. One of the women 
protesters said, "We have come out not 
only for demanding justice for Nilotpal and 
Abhijeet alone, but for all who have been 
victims of any kind of superstition. And this 
case should not continue for one or two 
years. We want speedy justice". 

Another protester Wasim Ahmed said, 
"First, we demand that the trial be done in 
a fast track court. Secondly, we want that 
the deputy commissioner who made an 
irresponsible statement be sacked imme-
diately. Thirdly, an Act should be brought in 
to deal with such cases". 

Karbi Anglong Deputy Commissioner 
Mridul Kumar Mahanta had reportedly said 
that the two should have informed the po-
lice before visiting the picturesque district, 
which is in central Assam.

A student of Gauhati University said, 
"If Assamese people are not safe in Assam, 
where will we go? This cannot go on. The 
culprits must get exemplary punishment". 

Protests have taken place against the 
killing at various places across the state.

The All Assam Students' Union, Asom 
Jatiyatabadi Yuva Chhatra Parishad and 
Karbi Students' Association protested at 
Dokmoka police station, under the jurisdic-
tion of which the incident site falls.

today.
Among those arrested 

included the man who al-
legedly fanned the rumour 
on social media that child 
lifters had entered Assam, 
Director General of Police 
Kuladhar Saikia told report-
ers here.

While Additional Direc-
tor General of Police Muke-
sh Agarwal is monitoring 
the investigation, ADGP 
Harmeet Singh has been 
given the charge of keeping 
a strict vigil on rumours on 
social media, Saikia said.

He appealed to the peo-
ple not to get swayed by 
rumours on social media 
and immediately inform 
police if they came across 
any such post.

The police has released 
some telephone numbers 
through which the people 
can contact them. They 
can also inform the nearest 
police station, the Super-
intendent of Police or the 
police headquarter in Gu-
wahati about, the DGP said.

The cyberspace is very 
wide requiring more people 
to monitor it and Chief Sec-
retary T Y Das has given the 
nod to bring in more people 
to monitor social media, 
the DGP said.

The chief secretary was 
also present at the press 
conference.

Asked whether forces 
from outside the state were 
spreading rumours in the 



Kiphire’s DC asks village leaders to 
make judicious use of GOI schemes 

NSRLM conducts workshop on 
preparation of action plan for livelihood 

Wokha’s FPO gets new collection 
and aggregation centre 

 Nagas in Dibrugarh 
needs a pastor 

ASDC, ACD condemn

Nilutpal Das and Abhijeet Nath 
remembered across Assam 

Karbi Anglong lynching: District admin. conducts ‘peace meeting’ with various orgs. 
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Participants during the launch of the implementation of the Krishi Kalyan Abhiyan in Kiphire June 8.

Athel O Lotha and resource persons besides participants seen here during the livelihood action plan 
workshop in Dimapur.
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A section of the audience attending the ‘peace meeting’ that was conducted on Sunday in Diphu in 
Assam.
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A man pays tribute before the portraits of Nilutpal Das and Abhijeet Nath.

Resource persons seen here during the inauguration of the collection and aggregation centre in Wokha.

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 25.6 21.4 18.4 68 NIL

ZBT 25.3 15.1 21.9 95 NIL

MON 35.2 24.0 22.2 71 NIL

TUENSANG 21.2 19.0 15.6 80 NIL

MKG 27.5 18.3 19.3 71 NIL

PHEK - - - - -

KIPHIRE 30.0 20.2 20.3 98 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 29 20 20.6 76 18.2

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 28.6 19.0 21.9 72 NIL

JALUKIE 29 20 21.9 98 22.2

MANGKOLEMBA 34.0 24.8 26.3 72 29.6

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Dimapur, June 10 (EMN): 
The Deputy Commissioner 
( D C )  o f  K i p h i r e , 
Mohammad Ali Sihab 
Sihab was said to have 
encouraged the village 
leaders to make judicious 
use of the Government of 
India schemes.  

The DC was addressing 
a launching programme 
of the implementation 
of Krishi Kalyan Abhiyan 
(KKA) of Kiphire that 
was held on June 8 at the 
Deputy Commissioner’s 
(DC) Conference hall in 
Kiphire.  

W i t h  t h e  d i s t r i c t 
being selected as one of 
the backward districts in 
India, it meant, the districts 
is lacking behind many 
other districts. This was 
the reason as to why the 
Government of India 
has made provisions for 
various packages and 
schemes to improve the 
current condition and 
situation of Kiphire and its 

people, the press release 
said.

Further, the DC has 
urged farmers to learn 
the latest agriculture 
technology which was 
being imparted by the 
Agriculture Technology 

Management Agency for 
increasing production 
and improve their living 
standard.  

The district agriculture 
officer and other allied 
department presented 
t h e  a c t i o n  p l a n  f o r 

implementation of KKA 
in the district. Altogether 
49 villages leaders were 
said to have been attended 
the program which was 
followed by an interactive 
session between the village 
leaders and officers. 

Dimapur, June 10 (EMN): 
Three days workshop 
about the preparation of 
livelihoods action plan 
for fiscal year 2018-19, 
the Nagaland State Rural 
L ivel ihoods  Mission 
(NSRLM) was conducted 
f ro m  Ju n e  6  t o  8  i n 
Dimapur.

The Mission director 
o f  N R L M ,  A t h e l  O 
Lotha encouraged the 
participants to work 
sincerely. She urged them 
to contribute in improving 
the living standard of the 
Self Help Group members 
and the rural community. 
Further, she assured them 
to extend full support in all 
livelihoods interventions as 
planned by the Livelihoods 
team during the workshop. 

Par t ic ipants  were 
i n f o r m e d  w i t h  k e y 
inter ventions of  the 
livelihood component 
of NSRLM for this year. 
It included- sustainable 
agriculture practices; 
propagation of nutrition 
g a rd e n  a n d  o r g a n i c 

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, June 10 (EMN): 
The Former president, 
Asom Sahitya Sabha, 
Padmashree Rongbong 
Terang appealed the 
people of Karbi Anglong 
and Assam as a whole to 
dose off the flame that has 
already ignited following 
the June 8 incident, where 
two youths from Guwahati 
were lynched by mob at 
Panjuri Kachari goan 
under Dokmoka police 
station in Karbi Anglong 
district. 

P a d m a s h r e e 
Rongbong Terang during 
a peace meeting held at 
Circuit House in Diphu on 
June 10 Sunday said, “we 
are saddened by the death 
of the two youths, which 
is unfortunate. But there 
should not be mistrust 
among the dif ferent 
communities. What has 
happen has happened, 
we now  need to think of 
dosing off the flame.”

T h e  m e e t i n g  w a s 
convened by the district 
administration inviting 
various student, youth 
a n d  w o m e n  b o d i e s , 
literary organisations, 
intel lectuals,  senior 
citizens of Diphu and 
leaders of various political 
parties of the district to 
avoid any repercussion 
that might take place. 

A minute of silence 
was observed before the 
meeting commenced to 
remember the two victims 
who lost their lives.

Padmashree Terang 
said,  “al l  t r ibes  and 
communities living in 
Assam together form 
a  g re a t e r  A s s a m e s e 

farming; poultry and piggery interventions; 
and establishment of custom hiring 
centres in the village level organizations.

The programme was said to have been 
conducted for 18 blocks in nine districts of 
the state.

D i m a p u r ,  J u n e  1 0 
(EMN): The department 
of Agriculture of Wokha 
h e l d  a n  i n a u g u r a l 
programme for collection 
and aggregation centre 
for Farmers’ Producers’ 
Organisation (FPO) on 
June 7. An update on 
Sunday informed.

S u b  D i v i s i o n a l 
A g r i c u l t u r e  O f f i c e r 

Rosemary Ezung spoke 
about the objectives, 
role and function of FPO. 
She described an FPO as 
the ‘most’ appropriate 
organisation. 

She is of the view 
that the organisation 
i s  a  f o r u m  w h e r e 
mobilization of farmers 
is to be made for building 
capacity to collectively 

leverage their production 
and marketing strength.

 District Agriculture 
O f f i c e r  R e n b o m o 
Ngullie urged the FPO 
members to enhance the 
production and increase 
the farmers’ income.

 He also reminded that 
the FPO is accountable 
to farmers and social 
responsibility. 

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, June 10 (EMN): 
Condemning the June 
8 incident, where two 
youths from Guwahati 
were lynched by mob at 
Panjuri Kachari Gaon, 
the Autonomous State 
De m a n d  Co m m i t t e e 
(ASDC) said the incident 
was unfortunate and 
should not have happened. 

The ASDC has appealed 
the people to restore peace 
and harmony. It also urged 
the state government 
to take responsibility to 
ensure the safety and 
security of Karbi students 
studying outside.  

D i m a p u r :  T h e 
Assamese Community 
of Dimapur (ACD) has 
condemned of  what 
it termed as ‘gruesome’ 
murder of Nilotpal Das 

and Abhijeet Nath by some 
anti social elements on 
June 8 at Karbi Anglong in 
Assam. A press statement 
was received on Sunday.

The community in the 
press release requested 
all the citizens to witness 
the incident as a crime 
against humanity rather 
than against community 
or religion.

Fu r t h e r,  t h e  AC D 
has appealed public to 
restraint from circulating 
the incident  related 
images in social media or 
any other platform and 
help administration to 
normalise the situation.  
Also, the community 
has asked everyone to 
congratulate the Assam 
government and police 
for their prompt action in 
arresting the culprits.

Dimapur, June 10 (EMN) :  The 
president of the Naga Students’ Union 
Dibrugarh, Khuvishe Swu spoke about 
the need for a pastor or chaplain 
to cater to the need of the Nagas in 
Dibrugarh. 

He said,  ‘Both students and 
employees are temporary, but a full-
time worker can be the bridge to lead 
and provide spiritual guidance.

Swu was quoted as saying in a joint 
meeting of the NSUD, Naga Christian 
Fellowship (NCF) Dibrugarh and the 
Nagaland Mission Movement (NMM) 
members of Dimapur on June 10 at 
the Naga Patient House in Dibrugarh.  

In  re s p o n s e  t o  t h e  N S U D’s 
concerns, the NMM assured to look 
into the need and grievance of the NCF. 

It  a d d e d ,  “a  re p o r t  w i l l  b e 
submitted to the director, NMM and 
further assistance and requirement 
will be discussed.” 

The mission members were also to 
have been discussed about the history 
and guidelines of the mission.

A separate discussion with the 
union executives and advisors was 
said to have been conducted. During 
the discourse, grievances of the Naga 
students and employees in Dibrugarh 
regarding the NPH which is in need 
of facilities and repair has been 
discussed. 

Further, the press release stated 
that the NSUD which was formerly 
incepted as the Naga Association 
in 1971 will be observing its Golden 
Jubilee in 2021. 

As to which “much is needed to 
be done which will be affected if 
delayed,” the press release added.

community. The greater 
Assamese community 
w i t h  a l l  t r i b e s  a n d 
communities have been 
living peacefully for years. 
What has already gone 
wrong cannot be made 
right and need to think 
with a positive mind.” 

“So m e  m e d i a  a re 
using sentences l ike 
Assamese killed, Karbi 
killed, but such wrong 
interpretations should 
be avoided. There is 
misconception on Karbis 
using un-parliamentary 
word in social media. We 
too are also aggrieved of 
the incident, but Karbis 
are not ‘junglee’, Karbis 
a r e  n o t  d o g s .  S u c h 

misconceptions on Karbis 
should not be shared in  
social media,” he pleaded. 

Deputy Commissioner 
Karbi Anglong, Mridul 
K r.  Ma h a n t a  s o u g h t 
the cooperation of all 
communities in removing 
the misunderstanding that 
is arising in the minds of 
the people.

There are various 
tribes and communities 
residing peacefully in 
Karbi Anglong for decades. 
The incident that occurred 
on June 8 was unfortunate 
and should not occur 
again in future. “For the 
crime committed by two 
or three people cannot be 
put to blame to all,” the 

DC said. 
A l s o ,  M a h a n t a 

assured that the district 
administration would 
reach out to other student 
organisations of the state. 
Students from the district 
studying at different 
colleges and universities 
would be reached out by 
keeping contact with DCs 
of all concerned districts 
keeping in mind that no 
harm is done to them, 
Mahanta said. 

M a h a n t a  s a i d , 
WhatsApp information 
should have authenticity 
and uploading wrong 
information should be 
stopped.

The DC during the 

meeting said that people 
should not take the law 
in  their  own hands. 
There is law and order 
authority to deal any 
kind of situations and if 
any suspicious persons 
is seen loitering in the 
village, the villagers should 
immediately inform the 
village headman, Village 
Defense Party (VDP) or 
directly to the police.

Additional SP Muzzafar 
Hussain said 16 persons 
have been arrested so far 
in connection with June 8 
incident. A case no.33/18 
under Dokmoka police 
station has been registered 
against  the arrested 
persons. Those involved 
will not be spared and they 
will be arrested, Hussain 
a s s u re d .  He  w a r n e d 
that the administrators 
of WhatsApp groups to 
be aware of information 
uploaded by members 
as the administrators will 
be liable for any wrong 
sharings. 

C o n d e m n i n g  t h e 
incident JI Kathar said 
there has been prevalence 
of child lifters in Northeast 
as information in social 
media is to be believed. 
S t r o n g  a w a r e n e s s 
d r i v e  f r o m  d i s t r i c t 
administration should be 
conducted to rule out the 
misconception of child 
traffickers, Kathar said.

Tensing Engti being 
brought up in Dengaon 
said, “I passed by matric 
f ro m  De n g a o n  Hi g h 
school. Till June 8 there 
has been no incidents like 
this before.” He advocated 
on forming of a peace 
committee to control the 

situation.
Former EM, KAAC and 

vice president, KADCC 
Ashok Teron admitted 
that when he was EM, 
KAAC from 2012 came up 
with an idea of making 
Kangthilangso waterfall 
as a tourist destination 
and with the support 
from local people it was 
successful. “When I was 
EM, KAAC it was my idea 
of making Kangthilangso 
a tourist spot and with the 
support of local people 
comprising of Karbis, 
Bodos, Adivasis, Nepalis 
and others have beautified 
the place. The villagers 
comprising of different 
tribes and communities 
are innocent with simple 
m i n d s.  F l u s h i n g  o n 
my mind of the June 8 
incident, where two of our 
brothers from Guwahati 
ended their lives here, I 
could not believe how it 
could happened,” Teron 
said.

C o n v e n o r  o f  2 4 + 
organisations Angtong 
Engti and Dimasa Students 
Association, president 
Dhiraj Diphusa said that 
the incident cannot be 
branded to a particular 
c o m m u n i t y  ( K a r b i ) 
involved. In mob lynching 
p u b l i c  g a t h e r  f r o m 
different communities 
and cannot brand to a 
particular community or 
tribe, they said.     

During the meeting, 
leaders from various 
organisations demanded 
compensation to the 
families of the two victims 
and that the persons 
involved in the incident 
should be arrested. 

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, June 10 (EMN):  To 
express solidarity with the 
victim families of Nilutpal Das 
and Abhijeet Nath, who were 
lynched by mob on June 8 at 
Panjuri Kachari Goan, various 
social organisations took out a 
candle procession on June 10.

I n d i v i d u a l s  a n d 
organisations such as youth, 
women, and students came out 
to take procession which began 
from Diphu Club to Semson 

Sing Engti Memorial Park. 
T h e  D i p h u  R e g i o n a l 

Students Union of All Assam 
St u d e n t s  Un i o n ;   K a r b i 
Students Association-Simeon 
Rongphar; Assam Jatiyabha 
Yuva Chatra Parishad; Dimasa 
Students Association, All 
Gorkha Students Association, 
K a r b i  A n g l o n g ;   K a r b i 
Women Justice Forum; Karbi 
Lammet Amei among others 
participated in the procession.

A silent prayer for the 

departed souls was made. 
Also, at Karbi Anglong the 

candlelight procession took 
place at the District Congress 
Committee office.  Likewise, 
the All Assam Students Union 
held a candlelight programme 
at Hanjanglangso. 

The Karbi Anglong Morning 
Star Football Academy of 
Diphu also observed a minute 
silent for the departed souls at 
the Diphu Governemt College’s 
playground.
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Campers at Mount Tabor in Kohima.

Zale Neikha, and Y&RS departmental officials and coaches at the MDSC in Dimapur on June 9.

Enforcement officers display seized tobacco products on June 5 at an area in Thahekhu in Dimapur.

Scouts and guides of Kewhimia during their annual get-together at the Medical College in Phriebazhü in 
Kohima.

Prof. T Lanusosang and speakers along with participants on the concluding day of the training at SASARD in 
Medziphema.

Sunil Saraf speaking at the Rotary Club programme that was 
conducted at Hotel Japfü in Kohima.

Dimapur, June 10 (EMN): 
A three day fathers’ camp 
conducted under the men 
ministry of the Chakhesang 
Baptist Church, Kohima 
on theme “Let us build our 
home,” was concluded on 
Sunday June 10 at Mount 
Tabor in Kohima. The or-
ganisers updated about the 
event of Sunday.

Speaking on the topic “A 
father for all seasons,” Rev. 
Khrotso Mero challenged 
the campers (fathers) to 
lead the family towards the 
right direction and build a 
prosperous family.

Calling upon the fathers 
to bring peace and comfort 
during turbulent times, 
Rev. Mero advised them 
to play a positive role by 
checking and correcting 
the social imbalance in the 
society. He also urged them 
to be diligent and take care 

Fathers told to play positive role in the society

11 shops in Dimapur 
penalised under COTPA

Kewhimia scouts and guides 
observe foundation day

Farmers trained in onion production technology

Rotary Club urged to have mega-vision for welfare 

Kohima business association 
reaffirms one govt. one tax 

Youth advisor inspects ongoing 
construction of football stadium

Mbaupunggwa 
honours successful 
candidates

ANATG informs members

3STATE

of the family, stating that a 
father is the manager and 
planner of the family.

‘Your affection and 
goodwill service is highly 

required not only within 
family but the society as a 
whole,’ he said and chal-
lenged the fathers to be 
like ‘a giant tree so that 

the entire family members 
and the society can enjoy 
its fruit.’

Be a man of honesty 
and integrity, he told the 

Dimapur, June 10 (EMN):  
Anti-tobacco checking 
headed by Jonny Patton, 
DSP probationer in charge 
of Sub-Urban Police Station 
in Dimapur carried out near 
the schools in Signal and 
Thahekhu area on June 5. 

During checking, 11 
shops were penalized for 
violation of Section 6 (B) 
under Cigarettes and Other 
Tobacco Products Act (COT-
PA) 2003, a press release 
received from district nodal 

officer of NTCP, Dimapur, 
Dr. Tetseo informed.

While appreciating Pat-
ton for the initiative, Dr. 
Tetseo said that an officer 
like him can bring changes 
in compliance with COTPA 
2003, Juvenile Justice (Child 
Care and Protection) Act 
and Legal Metrology Act. 
He also stated that the need 
of the hour is to make law 
enforcing agencies more 
proactive towards tobacco 
control laws, adding this 

will bring down tobacco 
related health burden on 
the society. 

The district nodal officer 
appealed village councils 
to check sale of tobacco 
products near educational 
institutions under their ju-
risdiction. 

“The scenario of cancer 
and cardiovascular diseases 
in the state is already alarm-
ing and we cannot afford to 
let this trend continue,” he 
added.

Dimapur, June 10 (EMN): 
The Naga Business Associa-
tion Kohima (NBAK) held its 
2nd general meeting on 
June 9 at the APO hall in 
Kohima. 

C h a i r i n g  t h e  p r o -
gramme, Joint Secretary 
NBAK Jean Metha, high-
lighted the aims and objec-
tives of the association and 
asserted that its formation 
was solely for the uplift and 
safeguard of the local entre-
preneurs. A press release re-
ceived from the association 
on Sunday informed.

In his welcome address, 
President NBAK Katsükhrie 
Kesiezie extended apprecia-
tion and gratitude to various 
Naga factions for respecting 
the association and exempt-
ing them from taxation. 

He also pointed out the 
drawbacks and loopholes 
prevalent within Naga en-
trepreneurship and reiter-
ated that ‘it is the time for 
solution and action.’ He also 
appealed the government 
for state-wise trade license 
and preference to the local 
people for main dealerships 
in the state.

Exhorting the members 
of the association, Advisor 
NBAK Theyie-o Solo, ad-

vised the entrepreneurs to 
channelize and practically 
visualized their trade and 
seek loan. He expressed his 
concern for the state’s econ-
omy as all commodities im-
ported. He encouraged the 
members to look beyond to 
ensure export local products 
as well. He urged the entre-
preneurs to help each other 
in site-findings, bank loans 
and any business related 
issues. He also appealed 
the government to include 
a business representative in 
the price monitoring com-
mittee. 

During the meeting, the 
house unanimously passed 
the resolution for the re-
affirmation of one govern-
ment-one tax.

Entrepreneurs from 
different field shared their 
grievances and opinions 
and sought solution during 
the discussion hour. The 
house also discussed on 
expansion of business as 
the percentage of Nagas in 
business remains very low 
in Kohima. 

The association further 
requested commercial land-
owners to give preference 
for local business.

Dimapur, June 10 (EMN): 
Advisor for Youth Resourc-
es and Sports (YR&S), Zale 
Neikha expressing seri-
ous concern for develop-
ment of sporting infra-
structure and also welfare 
of sportspersons in the 
state, inspected the ongo-
ing construction works of 
Multi Disciplinary Sports 
Complex (MDSC) and paid 
a sports hostel in Dimapur 
visit on June 9. A press 
release received  here on 
Sunday informed.

During his visit to the 
sports hostel, Neikha in-
teracted with the hostel-

lers and listened to their 
grievances. He assured the 
hostellers that their griev-
ances would be addressed 
without further delay.

The advisor accom-
panied by YR&S Director 
Imtirenla Jamir along with 
department officers and 
coaches of various disci-
plines also inspected the 
ongoing construction of 
football stadium at MDSC 
Dimapur which is con-
sidered as the biggest and 
most important project of 
YR&S department.

The contractor ap-
prised the advisor that 

the construction would be 
completed in three years 
time if payment is released 
on time. However, the con-
tractor requested the ad-
visor to approve certain 
components against the 
project which are not in-
corporated In the DPR. 
The advisor assured to 
take up the matter with the 
higher authority for timely 
completion of the project. 

Neikha also expressed 
that completion of the 
MDSC would enable Na-
galand to host the national 
level competitions without 
any hindrance.

Kohima, June 10 (EMN): The central team 
of the All Nagaland Adhoc

Teachers Group 2015 batch (ANATG) 
has informed all members to contact their 
respective units and sub-units’ executive 
members, and submit their membership 
fees.

A press release issued by the central 
team president Rüguotsolie and general 
secretary Tosoyol Sothu stated that failure 
to do so “will result in strict action being 
taken on defaulters for which the central 
team shall not be held responsible”. The 
teacher group also provided the con-
tact numbers of each district for mem-
bers: Dimapur – 9615439119, Kiphire 
– 8974756022, Kohima – 7005806143, 
Longleng – 7005516221, Mokokchung – 
7005516221, Mon – 8974456778, Peren 
– 9402058165, Phek – 7005127377, Tuen-
sang – 8837086507, Wokha – 9612693030, 
and Zunheboto – 8131078303.

Dimapur, June 10 (EMN): The Mbaupung-
gwa Lui Students’ Union (MLSU) of Peren 
organised felicitation programme for HSLC 
and HSSLC successful students on june 6 at 
WWO hall in Jalukie.

Kieteibeu Siarau, children pastor of Jaluk-
ie Town Local Baptist Church attended the 
programme as special guest. In his speech, 
he congratulated the student for their 
achievement and encouraged them to work 
hard for the benefit of self and for the society.   

The students union acknowledged Cyn-
thia Zeuzeule for bringing glory and honour 
to the union and community as a whole by 
securing top two in the HSSLC examination 
(Arts) 2018. The MLSU wised her success in 
her future endeavour and career building. 

Dimapur, June 10 (EMN): 
The Kewhimia Scouts and 
Guides observed its 2nd 
foundation day cum get-to-
gether on June 9 at the Med-
ical College, Phriebazhü 
in Kohima. A press release 
received here on Sunday 
informed about the event.

Former Scoutmaster 
Dr. Kekhrie Yhome spoke 
about the scouts’ motto, ‘be 
prepared.’ He said that they 
should always stick to their 
motto and be ready to do 
anything when called for. 
Yhome told that the team is 
a disciplined movement like 
that of the military. 

Yhome, a former scout 
himself said that, ‘there 
is one thing that he likes 
being one.’  He remarked 
that whenever there is a 
camp, scout and guides 
never leave a thing behind. 
They clean up the place 
and keep it like no one had 
any programme there, he 

reminiscent. 
A former member of 

scouts and guides, K Neibou 
Sekhose spoke during the 
progarmme. He mentioned 
that scouts should be proud 
to be one. Scouts and guides 
being a member of the larg-
est uniform movement in 
the world are the happi-
est people, and a move-
ment with no controversies, 
Sekhose added.

Recalling his scouting 
days, Sekhose claimed that 
he was well trained by his 
master. He said that the 
movement had moulded 
him to be what he is today. 
‘As the movement is well 
disciplined, a scout and 
a guide is different from 
other people in every way,’ 
Sekhose commented.

Further, he said that 
scouts should know their 
priority, be trustworthy, and 
learn to utilise his or her 
time. And for this he said 

everything start at home. He 
also asked the scouts and 
guides to keep their promise 
and do whatever the law of 
the scout and guide says.

Chairing the program-
nme, Kuoliebeizo Mepfhü-o 
gave a brief introduction 
of why the movement was 
formed. He says the found-
er Baden Powell started 
the movement during the 
London Crisis where the 
youngsters are involved in 
drug abuse, alcohol, and in 
bad company. He fears that 
the future of the world will 
be bad if this continues, so 
he gathered few boys and 
started to train and disci-
plined them, he said. Refer-
ring to the story, he told the 
members that they should 
be proud to be a member of 
the movement.

Rovers and rangers and 
Vidisenuo Belho enthralled 
the gathering with their 
special numbers.

Dimapur, June 10 (EMN): 
The Rotary Club of Kohi-
ma (RI district 3240) held 
a programme on June 9 at 
Hotel Japfu in Kohima with 
the ‘district governor,’ Sunil 
Saraf.

The district governor 
in his speech said that Ro-
tary Club is now 113 years 
old and have survived two 
world wars. It is the oldest 
club in the world estab-
lished in all the countries. 
He said the club has no 
hidden agenda as it is based 
on friendship which is the 
foundation stone of the 
club, networking amongst 
the club members all over 
the world, service to serve 
the poor and needy, integri-
ty and leadership. He called 
upon the club members 
of Kohima to share ideas 

and knowledge to strength-
en the club and build the 
friendship. 

Saraf said the club ‘will 
become matured only when 
one brings basic changes to 
oneself and carry the club 
spirit everyday, correct one-
self, acquire how to manage 
people, to understand, not 
being selfish.’

He also encouraged 
them to be active, have 
mega visions for the wel-
fare of the society and do 
something which is notice-
able to bring impact to the 
society. He also encouraged 
the members to donate to 
for the welfare of the needy 
people around the world.

Presenting an overview 
of the club, Dr. Rosemary 
Dzuvichu informed that the 
Rotary Club of Kohima was 

chartered in the year 2003 
with more than 40 mem-
bers. She highlighted some 
of the services rendered 
by the club for the social 
welfare—providing wells 
for safe drinking water in 
areas where there is scarcity 
of clean water, school books 
and healthy food to orphan-

ages, food to patients in 
hospitals, training women 
in weaving and handlooms, 
conducting programmes on 
de-worming in institutions 
and orphanages, uplifting 
government schools and 
renovated some govern-
ment school buildings, jail 
visitations, donated Hearse 

Dimapur, June 10, (EMN): 
As a part of the Tribal Sub 
Plan of the School of Agri-
cultural Sciences and Rural 
Development (SASRD), Na-
galand University, Medz-
iphema, a day training pro-
gramme on kharif onion 
production technology was 
conducted on June 8. 

T h e  t r a i n i n g  p r o -
gramme was held with an 
aim to create awareness on 
the importance and scope 
of onion cultivation in the 
region and to encourage 
farmers to cultivate the 
crop.  An update received 
from the institute on Sun-
day informed.

Senior scientist of the 
Indian Council of Agricul-
tural Research (ICAR), Dr. 
Shailendra S Gadge spoke 
about kharif onion pro-
duction technology while 
Scientist Dr. Waluniba pre-

campers and advised them 
to be a worthy to bring 
better relationship, better 
understanding and happi-
ness in the family.

Other speakers of the 
three day camp included 
Rev. Dr. Kevekhalo Lasuh, 
Athono Rhakho, Rothihii 
Tetseo, Niehüsa Nakro, 
Jolayi Nienu, Rev. Vezopa 
Rhakho, Dr. Vetso Koza, 
Neikhwezii Venuh and Dr. 
Chothayi Nienu.

Speakers  spoke on top-
ics such as let us build our 
home, becoming a godly 
father, marks of a godly 
father, a disciplined father, 
the true joy and family altar, 
fathering god’s way, chil-
dren education, and health 
awareness.

A total of 120 camp-
ers were said to have been 
participated in a three day 
camp.

sented on kharif onion pro-
tection technology. 

The pro-vice chancel-
lor of the SASRD, Prof. T 
Lanusosang, who was the 
resource person for the in-
augural function, spoke on 
the importance and pros-
pects of onion cultivation in 
Nagaland. 

The institution has in-
formed that various ac-
tivities will be carried out 
for the benefit of the tribal 
people for the promotion 
of this economically viable 
crop. The programme was 
sanctioned by the ICAR-
Directorate of Onion and 
Garlic Research, Rajguru-
nagar, Pune under the sate 
Maharashtra to popularise 
onion cultivation among 
tribal farmers of Nagaland. 
About 60 farmers from dif-
ferent villages participated 
in the programme.

to Kohima Civil Hospital, 
etc. She further informed 
that the club will be taking 
up environment issues to 
make Kohima green within 
10 years.

During the programme, 
the Rotary Peace Award 
2017 was awarded to Niketu 
Iralu who was the chair-
man of Naga Reconciliation 
Commission and Peace 
Committee NBCC. Iralu 
worked with Naga Moth-
ers Association to establish 
Mount Gilean Home for 
counselling rehabilitation 
of addicts. He joined the 
Naga National Movement in 
the late 50s and came back 
after the ceasefire to spend 
the rest of his life preaching 
about peace and dedicated 
his life to the church, the 
press release stated.
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Imphal, June 10 (IANS): A 
large number of women 
near the Manipur capital 
on Sunday launched a sit-
in protest to condemn the 
killing of a migrant worker.

The protest took place 
at Langol Tarung, about 10 
km from Imphal.

In the gun attack by 
a masked man on Satur-
day night, a construction 

worker, Mantu Paswn, 20, 
of Motihari in Bihar was 
killed. Another worker, 
Chandan Paswan, 18, was 
shot in the thigh.

Four of the construc-
tion workers had come to 
a market to buy grocery 
items when the masked 
gunman attacked them 
along a crowded road. 

No underground or-

ganisation has so far 
claimed responsibility for 
the attack. 

A woman activist, 
Chongnu Mante, who par-
ticipated in the sit-in pro-
test, said: “The killing of the 
innocent daily wage earner 
in this manner is highly 
condemnable. The group 
behind it should come out 
and claim responsibility.”

Dimapur, June 10 (EMN): A troop of 
Keithelmanbi Battalion Assam Rifles of 
the 9th Sector Assam Rifles under the ae-
gis of HQ Inspector General Assam Rifles 
(south) recovered explosives material and 
other warlike stores near Waiton, Imphal 
East district on June 8. A press release 
from the Inspector General Assam Rifles 
(south) informed on June 9 Saturday.

According to the press release, several 
intelligence inputs were received regard-
ing the movement of ‘warlike stores’ along 
National Highway 202. A joint operation 
was launched with Imphal East Com-
mando. Claymore shaped improvised 
explosive device, ten PEK strips, one 
switch, one battery, and one circuit were 
recovered.

Dimapur, June 10 (EMN): The 
Kakching Battalion of 28 Sec-
tor under the aegis of HQ In-
spector General Assam Rifles 
(south) conducted an event by 
the name ‘musical evening’ on 
June 8 at Chakpikarong Football 
ground at Kakching in Manipur. 
A press release from the Inspec-
tor General Assam Rifles (south) 
informed about the event on 
June 9 Saturday.

According to the press re-
lease, the event was conduct-
ed to develop and maintain a 
healthy environment among 
the hill people of Manipur. A to-
tal of 13 musicians from Kakch-
ing Battalion jazz band gave 
an explicit performance with 

music ranging from Manipuri, 
North Eastern melodies, and 
some ecstatic English classic 
most liked by the locals.

‘The locals of the hill district 
acknowledged the efforts of 
Kakching Battalion and com-

mitted themselves to work to-
gether in close coordination 
and cooperation with Assam 
Rifles to make the area of Chak-
pikarong a safe place where 
people can prosper a safe haven 
to stay in,’ it added.

Dimapur, June 10 (EMN): The Moreh 
Battalion of the 26th Sector Assam Rifles 
under the aegis of Inspector General As-
sam Rifles (south) recovered ten bags of 
ginseng weighing approximately 350 kg. 
The contraband items were reported to 
be worth approximately INR 21,00,000.

According to the press release from 
the Inspector General Assam Rifles 
(south) on June 8 Saturday, the con-
traband was being taken in an auto 
through Moreh to Myanmar for smug-
gling.

 The apprehendee along with the 
confiscated items were handed over 
to forest office in Moreh by the team of 
battalion for further action.

New Delhi, June 10 (IANS): 
The picturesque beauty of 
Meghalaya’s Cherrapunjee 
-- nestled deep in nature’s 
lap -- has inspired 12 in-
ternational artists to create 
unique representations of 
the region’s and heritage.

Ti t l e d  “A b o d e  o f 
Clouds”, the exhibition 
draws its name from the 
English translation of 
Meghalaya, and is open 
for viewing till June 18 at 
the India International 
Centre (IIC).

On display are the 
works by participants of 
Artists’ Point international 
arts residency programme 
in Meghalaya in 2016, 
which aimed to introduce 
a dialogue between di-
verse cultures and their 
art forms. 

The group art exhibi-
tion is “the reflection, the 
visual record capturing 

the essence and spirit of 
Meghalaya” on canvas.

The nor theaster n 
state is a rich repository 
of biodiversity and natural 
splendour, spanning hills 
to waterfalls, all of which 
segue onto canvas from 
the imagination of the 
artists-in-residence.

A confluence of nature 
and culture, Meghalaya 
is truly embodied in the 
art works which includes 
paintings of landscapes, 
churches, foot bridges, flo-
ra, open fields, red cows, 
among other peculiarities 
of the state. 

In the past two years, 
professional artists from 
Slovakia, Czech Republic, 
Hungary, Spain, France, 
Bangladesh and India 
have explored the diversity 
of Indian culture, exchang-
ing creative ideas with lo-
cals and art enthusiasts.

Local school children 
from areas around the East 
Khasi hills took part in the 
workshops conducted by 
international artists, and 
won accolades too.

The exhibition show-
cases  works  by Jana 
Bednarova and Juliana 
Mrvova (both from Slo-
vakia), Juhidevi Bhanjdeo 
(India), Dominik Bouma, 
Eliska Failova, Barbora 
Chlastakova, Katerina 
Pekna, Jan Prazan and 
Michaela Vrbkova (all 
from Czech Republic), 
Zsofia Hajdu (Hungary), 
Moinuddin Moni (Bang-
ladesh), and Gabriela Valls 
Schorr (Spain). 

The residency, organ-
ised jointly by the Slovak 
Embassy and Meghalaya’s 
Art and Culture Depart-
ment, was supported by 
Picasso Pupils, an interna-
tional artists’ community.

Agartala, June 10 (PTI): 
BJP national president 
Amit Shah is scheduled to 
visit Tripura on June 18 to 
unveil the 100-day report 
card of the state govern-
ment, party sources said 
here today.

Shah might also hold 
a meeting with the party 
workers on this occasion 
to chalk out a strategy for 
the 2019 Lok Sabha elec-
tions, they said.

The BJP-IPFT alliance 
had recorded a landslide 
win in assembly election 
earlier this year, over-
throwing the 25-year-old 
Left Front government.

The coalition govern-
ment would complete 

its 100 days in office on 
June 16.

The state general sec-
retary of the saffron party, 
Pratima Bhowmik, said 
the report card would re-
flect the development 
work done by Chief Min-
ister Biplab Deb-led gov-
ernment in the first three 
months.

“Amit Shahji is sched-
uled to hold a meeting in 
Guwahati with all chief 
ministers of BJP-ruled 
states in the Northeast 
on June 18 before com-
ing down to Tripura to 
release the BJP-IPFT gov-
ernment’s performance 
of 100 days,” she told re-
porters.

Deb had promised to 
go public with his gov-
ernment’s 100-day report 
card, soon after assuming 
office in March.

Giving details of Shah’s 
itinerary, Bhowmik said, 
“There will be no public 
address programme by 
Shah on this occasion. 
However, he may hold 
a meeting with party 
leaders and karyakartas 
(workers) to draft a strat-
egy for the upcoming gen-
eral election.” 

Tripura has two Lok 
Sabha constituencies- 
Tripura West and the ST-
reserved seat of Tripura 
East. Both seats are cur-
rently held by the CPI(M). Our Correspondent

Imphal, June 10 (EMN): In 
a move to light up almost 
all the streets and com-
munity centres of Uripok 
assembly constituency in 
Imphal west district, the 
Manipur Renewable En-
ergy Development Agency 
(Manireda) is currently 
taking up an installation 
initiative of solar power 
plants in the constitu-
ency with the support of 
its member of legislative 
assembly Yumnam Joy-
kumar.

C o n v e y i n g  a b o u t 
the initiative, director of 
Manireda, L Manglem, 
said that the idea to use 
the renewable solar ener-
gy, which is a green energy 
produced by using the 
unused rooftop space, is to 
help the country in achiev-
ing its ambitious target 
of 1,00,000 MW by 2020. 
“Besides it will not only 
helping in minimizing the 
usual expenditure in buy-
ing power supply as the 
plants directly links with 
the power grid but also 

helps the environment,” 
he added.

These power plants 
to be installed will gener-
ate solar energy for street 
lighting as a part of the 
ongoing solar energy gen-
eration project jointly un-
dertaking with Manipur 
State Power Distribution 
Company Limited so that 
the unused power supply 
can be sold to power grid.

‘So the beneficiaries, 

particularly the local clubs 
or community bodies, 
will get the benefits if they 
use the power supply ju-
diciously for the next 25 
years,’ Manireda director 
said. The lifespan of the 
solar panels is said to be 
25 years.

“Interestingly 70 per 
cent of the total cost for 
installation of the solar 
power plant will be borne 
by Manireda and only the 

remaining 30 per cent will 
be borne by the individual 
or the local club or com-
munity bodies who have 
applied for the work,” he 
added. 

But in case of Uripok 
constituency it is reported 
that the local MLA Yum-
nam Joykumar, who is also 
the deputy chief minister 
of the state, extended nec-
essary financial support to 
local bodies from his local 

area development fund 
for the installation of solar 
power plants.

 “Once the lighting at 
street and community 
centres in the constitu-
ency is completed, it will 
be helpful in controlling 
crime and related activi-
ties,” said Joykumar while 
inaugurating the 10th and 
the 11th plants out of the 
proposed 40 solar power 
plants in the constituency 
at Nityainanda Mandap 
at RIMS road and Radha 
Mandap at Naoremthong 
premises in Imphal on 
Sunday. 

The plants which are 
currently installed or un-
der installation process 
have the generating ca-
pacity of 3KW to 8KW and 
each unit can light at least 
300-400 LED bulbs. 

He also appealed peo-
ple to cooperate with this 
initiative to encourage 
solar energy generation 
in the state so that it can 
give less pressure to the 
environment by reducing 
the carbon footprint.

PTI

 Two spotted deer lock horns inside an enclosure at thr Assam State Zoo cum Botanical Garden in Guwahati on Sunday June 10. 

Mirror Crossword 1845sud0ku 1685
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1844

ACROSS
1. Fiddler crabs
4. Turkish leader title
8. Seat
12. Sorrow
13. Greater number
14. After a prayer
15. A way to get lost
17. Computer music standard
18. Things coming one after another
19. Toffs
21. French for “Gray”
23. Shells
26. A woman hired to suckle a child 

of someone else
29. An organism that feeds off 

another
31. Radioactivity unit
32. Mammal genus
33. Belonging to us
34. Reformer
36. Latch a window
37. Compels
38. Hose
40. Bird genus
42. Father of the Titans (Mythology)
46. Detest
48. A radioactive element
50. Egyptian god of life
51. Golfer ____ Norman
52. Sheep sound
53. Take upon oneself
54. Assists
55. Total 

DOWN
1. Utilizes
2. Hollow in a cliff
3. Month in the Hebrew calendar
4. The former ruler of Afghanistan
5. Chatted
6. A continuous portion of a circle

7. Perceived
8. Ballroom dances
9. Something left off or ignored
10. The central bank of the US
11. Black tropical American 

cuckoo
16. Near in space or time
20. Wood sorrels
22. Trade
24. Small ornamental ladies’ bag 

for small articles
25. Eastern European people
26. A curved support
27. Harelike rodent of the 

pampas of Argentina
28. Flatterer
30. Changed course 
32. Cornmeal
35. Peaceful
36. 3 handed card game

39. Drop-offs
41. Heroic tale
43. Bills
44. Two-toed sloth
45. Line formed by joining two 

pieces
46. Possessed
47. Doctors’ group
49. Asian country ___ Lanka

solutions to suD0ku 1684

Manipuri women denounce 
killing of migrant worker

Assam Rifles recover explosives in Imphal

Kakching battalion hosts ‘musical evening’AR seizes ginseng 
worth INR 21 lakh

International artists capture 
Meghalaya’s heritage on canvas

Amit Shah to unveil 100-day 
report card of Tripura govt.

Manireda takes initiative to install solar plants in Imphal

Spotted
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SBI recorded highest NPAs in 2017-18 compared to decade before – RTI reply
SBI to auction 12 bad accounts this 
month to recover over INR 1325 cr.

India Inc raises 
INR 67,200 cr. 
via QIP in FY18

Total net loss of public sector banks 
topped INR 87,000 cr. in FY18

Gold price may hit INR 34,000 
level by Diwali on weak rupee

India needs payroll data system to map job creation – Assocham

New Delhi, June 10 (IANS): The State 
Bank of India (SBI), the country’s 
largest public sector lender, re-
corded its highest non-performing 
asset (NPAs) of Rs 1.1 lakh crore in 
2017-18, almost equal to what it 
had registered in the decade before, 
according to information available 
through RTI and the bank’s annual 
report.

The gross NPAs of the bank went 
up from Rs 1.12 lakh crore in 2016-17 
to Rs 2.23 lakh crore in the last fiscal.

This happened while the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-led 
government completed nearly four 
years in office.

The bank, in a reply to an RTI 
application by IANS, said that the 
gross NPAs of SBI till December 31, 
2016, were Rs 1,123,43 crore. On 
December December 31, 2017, the 
NPAs were Rs 1,99,141 crore -- a net 
increase of Rs 86,798 crore. The SBI’s 
annual report showed that the gross 
NPAs till the end of 2017-18 were Rs 
2,23,427 crore.

According to the bank, the ris-
ing NPA levels and fresh slippages 
across sectors could be attributed to 
i) inadequate pick-up in the global 
economy and negative spillovesr 
from the global financial markets; 
ii) less than adequate pick-up in 
domestic growth and declining ex-
ports; and iii) delay in realisation 
of receivables due to subdued de-
mand, reduced market confidence 
and stress in steel, power and infra-
structure projects.

According to the bank’s reply, the 
gross NPAs of the bank in 2016-17 
registered a net increase of Rs 14,170 
crore from 2015-16. The net increase 
in the NPAs from 2014-15 (Rs 56,725 
crore) to 2015-16 (Rs 98,173 crore) 
was Rs 41,448 crore, which was the 
second-highest in a decade.

There was a decline in the gross 
NPAs of SBI from Rs 61,605 crore 
in 2013-14 to Rs 56,725 crore in 
2014-15, going down by Rs 4,880 
crore. This was during the United 
Progressive Alliance’s (UPA) rule at 
the Centre.

From 2012-2013 (Rs 51,189 
crore) to 2013-14 (Rs 61,605 crore), 
there was a net increase in the gross 
NPAs of SBI of Rs 10,416 crore. 

The RTI reply also says that the 
net increase in the gross NPAs of SBI 
from 2011-12 (Rs 39,676 crore) to 
2012-2013 (Rs 51,189 crore) was Rs 
11,513 crore while from 2010-11 (Rs 
25,326 crore) to 2011-12 (Rs 39,676 
crore) it was Rs. 14,350 crore.

From 2009-10 (Rs 19,535 crore) 
to 2010-11 (Rs 25,326 crore) the net 
increase in the NPAs was Rs 5,791 
crore and the increase from 2008-
09 (Rs 15,714 crore) to 2009-10 (Rs 
19,535 crore) was Rs 3,821 crore.

It also mentions that the net in-
crease in the NPAs from 2007-08 (Rs 
13,160 crore) to 2008-09 (Rs 15,714 
crore) was Rs 2,554 crore.

Asked what the SBI was doing to 
reduce NPAs, it said it had taken a 
few steps to reduce them. “In cases 
where soft recovery measures do 

This year is the Ninth Year since the “Covenant of 
Reconciliation” was signed by Naga political leaders on 
June 13, 2009, which paved the way to end violence and 
bloodshed among the Naga political groups. 

To commemorate this momentous time in our history the 
Forum for Naga Reconciliation makes this open invitation 
to members of the public, leaders of Naga political groups, 
Naga tribal organizations, students and youth 
organizations, women’s groups, civil society organizations, 
professionals and churches. Your presence and 
participation will be greatly appreciated. 

THE FORUM FOR NAGA RECONCILIATION

THE FORUM FOR
NAGA RECONCILIATIONFNR

Public Invitation

WED.JUNE.13    10:00AMAT

DIMAPUR AO BAPTIST AROGO (DABA)
D U N C A N  B A S T I ,  D I M A P U R
Request: Kindly confirm your participation by sending a TEXT 
message to: +91 97742 50571

RAINBOW COACHING CENTRE
Admission centre Duncan Basti. Dimapur 797112

Coaching Centre & Hostel behind DC 
office. Peaceful Environment and well 
secured. Hostel seats are also available 
for Regular students

 Regular classes from Mon to Fri. by Qualified and Experienced faculty
	Weekly & monthly class test. Peaceful environment, parental guidance

Admission Started
Class 10 and 12 (Arts) Repeaters

Hostel AvAilAble for botH boys & girls (sepArAtely)
For details Contact: (M) 9862700227 / 9856857778. (O) 03862-248524

NAGALAND PROPERTIES 

At NIHOTO, Next to 
Naga United

Village, Dimapur.
60 x 60 | 80 x 80 |100 x 

100 |120 x 120 
Rs 120/- per sq. ft. 

(Negotiable) 
9612714131/9862445210
www.nagalandproperties.com

LAND FOR SALE  

D-5516

not fructify, legal action is 
initiated like action under 
SARFAESI Act, filing suits 
in Debt Recovery Tribunals 
and other Courts. Depend-
ing on the merits of the case, 
recourse to higher courts 
like High Courts and the Su-
preme Court is also taken,” 
it said.

It further said that SBI 
was arranging Bank Adalats 
and actively participating in 
Lok Adalat for recovery. It 
also mentioned E-Auction 
for increased transparency 
and better price realisation.

Among other steps for 
recovery, the bank enumer-
ated: 1) Sale to ARCs is also 
explored in select cases; 2) 
Resolution of NPA through 
the new Bankruptcy Law is 
also resorted to effectively, 
since the provisions of SICA 
Act have been brought un-
der new Bankruptcy Law; 
3) Identifying and engaging 
with strategic investors for 
takeover of stressed assets; 
4) Entering into One-Time 
Settlement with borrowers.

It also moved to declare 
borrowers as wilful defaulter 

on a case-to-case basis and 
it aimed to persuading large 
corporate borrowers under 
stress to sell non-core assets, 
dilute their shareholding and 
bring in strategic investors, 
thus reducing debt and im-
proving viability.

It said that a number of 
properties were successfully 
sold across all geographies 
through mega e-auctions.

It said that in “compro-
mise cases”, the Bank endeav-
oured to recover its dues to 
the maximum extent possible 
with minimum sacrifice.

New Delhi, June 10 (IANS): India needs 
to develop a credible system for map-
ping job creation, at least in the formal 
sector, to enable government policies to 
be oriented accordingly, industry cham-
ber Assocham said on Sunday.

Citing the example of inflation data, 
industrial output and other economic 
numbers released every month, the 
industry chamber said that a similar 
system should be created for the regular 
release of payroll data. 

“Like we release inflation data, 
industrial output numbers and several 
other high frequency data every month, 

we must create a system sooner than 
later so that the payroll numbers are re-
leased month on month,” an Assocham 
statement said here. 

“If a large part of the economy is 
getting formalised, the mapping of job 
creation should not be difficult,” As-
socham Secretary General D.S. Rawat 
said. 

“We do not need traditional sample 
surveys. Since the wages are all paid 
through banking channels, we can just 
capture the salary data from the banks, 
collate it and compare it.”

“The monthly data can make it 

clear that it is about the fresh jobs in 
the formal sector. With measures like 
the Goods and Services Tax by which 
a larger part of the economy gets cap-
tured into formalisation, we would go 
on improving on the job data base,” he 
added. Payroll data is crucial for any 
mature economy for anchoring policies 
with regard to interest rates, welfare 
measures, investment incentives and 
taxation, Assocham said. 

National economic policies must 
be data driven, rather than anecdotal 
pieces of information collected from 
here and there, it added.

New Delhi, Jun 10 (PTI): The coun-
try’s largest lender SBI will conduct 
auction of 12 non-performing ac-
counts (NPAs) later this month to 
recover dues of over Rs 1,325 crore.

The e-auction of these accounts 
will take place on June 25, according 
to an SBI notice.

The NPA accounts that have 
been put under the hammer include 
Ankit Metal & Power Ltd (Rs 690.08 
crore), Modern Steels Ltd (Rs 122.61 
crore), Good Health Agrotech Pvt 
Ltd (Rs 109.14 crore), Amit Cottons 
Pvt Ltd (Rs 84.70 crore), and Ind-
Swift Ltd (Rs 80.49 crore). 

The remaining are Nikhil Re-
fineries (Rs 52.85 crore), Bhaskar 
Shrachi Alloys (Rs 51.48 crore), Sri 
Ganesh Sponge Iron Pvt Ltd (Rs 
38.96 crore), Asmita Papers (Rs 37.23 
crore), Forel Labs (Rs 22.86 crore), 
Karthik Agro Industries (Rs 20.82 
crore) and Abhinandan Interexim 
(Rs 14.15 crore).

State Bank of India (SBI) said 
interested bidders can conduct due 
diligence of these assets with im-
mediate effect after submitting the 
expression of interest and executing 
a non-disclosure agreement with 
the bank.

The lender’s gross non-perform-
ing assets or bad loans as on March 

31, 2018, reached Rs 2.23 lakh crore, 
which was 10.91 per cent of gross 
advances by the end of 2017-18.

SBI reported a record net loss of 
Rs 7,718 crore in the fourth quarter 
ended March, and of Rs 6,547 crore 
for 2017-18 due to higher provision-
ing for bad loans.

The net NPAs were Rs 1,10,855 
crore (5.73 per cent of net loans) by 
end of March, 2018.

SBI said that the recovery in its 
written-off accounts improved to 
21.18 per cent in March quarter and 
the losses during the past fiscal were 
mainly because it was required to 
make provisions at a higher rates in 
respect of advances to stressed sec-
tors of the economy.

The Reserve Bank’s revised 
framework has earmarked speci-
fied norms for early identification 
of stressed assets, timeline for im-
plementation of resolution plans 
and a penalty on banks for failing to 
adhere to the prescribed timeline.

These guidelines came after the 
banking sector regulator scrapped 
the previous mechanisms such as 
the Corporate Debt Restructuring 
Scheme, Strategic Debt Restructur-
ing Scheme (SDR) and Scheme for 
Sustainable Structuring of Stressed 
Assets (S4A).

New Delhi, Jun 10 (PTI): Indian firms 
mobilised Rs 67,200 crore by issuing 
shares to institutional investors during 
2017-18, registering nearly eight-fold 
rise over the previous fiscal.

The firms had mopped up Rs 8,464 
crore in 2016-17.

As per the latest data available with 
the Securities and Exchange Board of 
India (Sebi), the capital garnered by the 
listed companies through the Qualified 
Institutional Placement (QIP) route 
stood at Rs 67,257 crore in FY18.

During 2017-18, June was the busi-
est month, with the firms raising Rs 
15,000 crore, followed by December 
(Rs 11,037 crore), May (Rs 7,298 crore), 
October (Rs 7,280 crore), February (Rs 
5,604 crore) and September (Rs 5,500 
crore).

The funds were mobilised for busi-
ness expansion, refinancing of debt, 
working capital requirements and other 
general corporate purposes.

QIP is an alternative mode of re-
source raising available for listed com-
panies to raise funds from the domestic 
market.

In terms of numbers, 53 issues ap-
peared in the financial year 2017-18 as 
compared to 20 in the previous fiscal.

New Delhi, Jun 10 (PTI): The cumula-
tive loss of public sector banks crossed 
a whopping Rs 87,357 crore in the 2017-
18 fiscal, with scam-tainted Punjab 
National Bank topping the chart with 
a hit of nearly Rs 12,283 crore followed 
by IDBI Bank.

Out of 21 state-owned banks, only 
two -- Indian Bank and Vijaya Bank 
-- posted profits during 2017-18. In-
dian Bank posted highest profit of Rs 
1,258.99 crore and the Vijaya Bank’s 
profit worked out to be Rs 727.02 crore.

The rest 19 government-run banks 
collectively posted a net loss of Rs 
87,357 crore during the fiscal, as per 
the latest quarterly numbers posted by 
these lenders.

All 21 banks had together posted a 
net profit of Rs 473.72 crore in the 2016-
17 fiscal.

Punjab National Bank, which is 
reeling under over Rs 14,000-crore scam 
allegedly perpetrated by Nirav Modi 
and associates, posted a net loss of Rs 
12,282.82 crore last fiscal. In 2016-17, 
the Delhi-headquartered bank had 
posted a profit of Rs 1,324.8 crore. 

PNB was followed by IDBI Bank, 
whose net loss widened to Rs 8,237.93 
crore in the fiscal ended March 2018 
from Rs 5,158.14 crore in the previous 
year.

India’s largest bank State Bank of 
India too added hugely to the com-
bined losses of PSBs. SBI’s net loss in 
2017-18 stood at Rs 6,547.45 crore as 
against a net profit of Rs 10,484.1 crore 
in 2016-17.

Indian banking sector is grappling 
with mounting non-performing assets 
(NPAs) and host of scams and frauds. 

The NPA in the banking sector stood 
at Rs 8.31 lakh crore as of December 
2017.

Weak financials due to mount-
ing bad loans have already pushed 11 
banks, out of 21 state-owned banks, 
under the Prompt Corrective Action 
(PCA) framework of the Reserve Bank.

The recent tight prudential norms 
released by the RBI on February 12 have 
added to the NPA woes. 

Interim Finance Minister Piyush 
Goyal has announced setting up of a 
committee to give recommendations 
in two weeks on formation of an Asset 
Reconstruction Company for faster 
resolution of stressed accounts.

The committee under Sunil Mehta, 
non-executive chairman of PNB, will 
make recommendations in two weeks 
on setting up of an Asset Reconstruction 
Company or Asset Management Com-
pany for faster resolution of stressed 
accounts.

Mumbai, June 10 (PTI): Gold 
prices are likely rise up to Rs 
34,000 per 10 grams level 
during Diwali mainly on the 
back of depreciating rupee 
and geo-political concerns, 
according to analysts.

Gold prices are likely 
to hold in the range of Rs 
30,000-34,000 per ten grams 
until Diwali in the domestic 
market, and internationally 
the yellow metal might be in 
$1,260-1,400 an ounce level, 
Commtrendz Risk Manage-
ment director Gnanasekar 
Thiagarajan told PTI here.

“Price would have ab-
sorbed the effect of rate hikes 
and rate hikes would only 
confirm inflationary expec-
tations, which could increase 
the appeal for bullion as 
a inflationary hedge then. 
And with domestic currency 
poised to weaken further 
prices could test previous 
highs around Diwali,” he 
added.

In India, gold on June 
8 closed at Rs 31,010 per 
10 grams and while in New 
York it closed at $1,302.70 
an ounce.

Globally, Thiagarajan 
said, gold prices have been 
in a range being capped by 
rising yields and dollar, and 
supported by global uncer-
tainties and geo-political 
tensions, but it is holding 
well in spite of a strengthen-
ing dollar.

“With more rate cuts, 
the dollar could eventually 
come under pressure as cost 

of doing business increases 
in the US. So, I see the pos-
sibility of investors moving 
towards gold by the end of 
the second quarter in a big 
way,” he added.

Commodity & Currency 
managing director Priti Rathi 
was of the view that gold 
price is likely to trade in the 
range of Rs 31,500-31,800 by 
Diwali.

“However, the long-term 
chart for gold shows, prices 
are mildly bullish and seem 
to trade in the $1,200-1,350 
range. We expect tight supply 
situation, geopolitical con-
cerns, a possibly weak dollar 
and higher inflation might 
help price to work higher,” 
she said.

She said, by the end of 

2018, the prices are expected 
to trade sideways to higher 
with a possible average tar-
get of $1,350 (Rs 31,800).

“The higher range would 
be $1,390 (Rs 32,500) and 
lower side would be $1,250 
(Rs 30,400),” she added.

Angel Broking Chief ana-
lyst Prathamesh Malaya said, 
“There is a lot of optimism 
in the US economy and I 
feel there is a possibility of 
rate hike. This will cap the 
volatility in gold. So during 
Diwali the gold price is likely 
to be around Rs 31,500 in the 
upper range and Around Rs 
30,000.”

In US dollar term, gold 
is likely to be in the range 
of $1,360 in the upper level 
and $1,200 in the lower level. 

The price movement in gold 
usually triggered by geopo-
litical tensions, and things 
are looking better right now, 
he added.

The bear phase in gold, 
which started in 2011 took 
a pause as it rebounded in 
2016 followed by a consoli-
dation in 2017, she said add-
ing currently gold prices 
seems to be well balanced as 
it is consolidating between 
$1,290 and $1,350.

“Even though the eq-
uity market has boomed 
gold prices have held very 
well. This is an indication 
that investors are concerned 
of a stock market correction 
anytime which would be a 
good news for gold prices,” 
she added.
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Answer to Tribal 
Unrest is in the 

Economics
T

he Maoist menace is a socio-economic prob-
lem. Efforts to curb it as a mere law-and-order 
problem is a mistake. Troops may combat the 
Maoists for the time being but anger among 

the people will remain until their genuine grievances 
are addressed. The one and only remedy to rooting out 
the menace is by ensuring an effective delivery system 
that would carry development to all sections of the so-
ciety. No one should be deprived of the fruits of devel-
opment.

It is not that the Central and state governments have 
no programmes for the welfare of the downtrodden. In 
being a welfare state India has adopted various policies 
and programmes for its population living below the 
poverty line and those denied of basic amenities. But 
quite unfortunately, all these programmes and policies 
remain on paper. 

As a result there is virtually very little or no impact 
at all on the ground. Funds meant for livelihood bet-
terment for the poor were looted by corrupt politi-
cians, bureaucrats, and middlemen. The problem has 
been compounded by the advent of the New Economic 
Policy in 1991. The policy has transformed India from a 
mixed economy into a capitalist establishment — the 
fringe people are solely dependent on the trickling ef-
fects than on welfare measures initiated by the govern-
ment. In other words, the poor in India these days are 
solely dependent on dole from the rich on whom the 
government has no control.

In such a situation, concerns such as the Maoist is-
sue are bound to occur. After being deprived for long, 
the Adivasi, the tribal, and people from other sections 
of the society too are demanding their due now. More 
and more such people are picking up the gun to teach 
those in power a lesson. While violence in any form 
should be condemned vociferously, it cannot be denied 
that not enough measures have been taken to provide 
the misguided people a sustainable livelihood. Their ba-
sic needs, say, roti (food), kapra (clothing) and makan 
(house) were not met. Their children are still deprived of 
quality education and healthcare. Per capita income of 
these people is dismal to say the least. A couple of years 
ago, when Jungle Mahal in West Bengal was totally un-
der the influence of the Maoist movement, it was found 
that people living in that area were earning INR four per 
day i.e., INR 120 per month. From stated figure, one can 
easily imagine the condition of the people living in the 
remote areas of Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Mahar-
ashtra, Bihar, and Odisha and others in the country.

Therefore, the need of the hour is not to take pride 
in eliminating top Maoist leaders or their sympathis-
ers but to ensure speedy economic development of 
areas that have been affected by the menace. Devel-
opment should be our potent weapon in dealing with 
it, not with guns. Once we are successful in instilling 
that belief in the minds of the people that the power 
wants everyone to progress together, any such move-
ments will fizzle out sooner than later. The approach 
will never bring lasting peace in the affected areas if we 
rely only on force. It will rather ensure more bloodshed 
in the future.

New Book on Environment Shows the Way Forward 
Kushagra Dixit | IANS

Book: The Climate Solution; Author: Mridula 
Ramesh; Publisher: Hachette India; Pages: 295; 

Price: Rs 550

Your Father in heaven knows what’s best 
for you.

After being laid off from an editorial job, I prayed, 
asking for God to help me find a new one. But when 
weeks went by and nothing came of my attempts 
at networking and filling out applications, I began 

to pout. “Don’t You know how important it is that I have a 
job?” I asked God, my arms folded in protest at my seem-
ingly unanswered prayer.

When I talked to my father, who had often reminded me 
about believing God’s promises, about my job situation, he 
said, “I want you to get to the point where you trust what 
God says.”

My father’s advice reminds me of Proverbs 3, which 
includes wise advice from a parent to a beloved child. This 
familiar passage was especially applicable to my situation: 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your 
own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he 
will make your paths straight” (Proverbs 3:5–6). To “make 
. . . paths straight” means God will guide us toward His 
goals for our growth. His ultimate goal is that I become 
more like Him.

This does not mean that the paths He chooses will be 
easy. But I can choose to trust that His direction and timing 
are ultimately for my good.

Are you waiting on God for an answer? Choose to draw 
near to Him and trust that He will guide you.   

Lord, thank You for guiding and caring for us every step of 
the way. Help us to trust in You daily.

DAILY PATH
Advice from My Father

BIBLE READ:   PROVERBS 3:1-7
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on 

your own understanding.     
~   Proverbs 3:5

Suvendu Chowdhury 

Amit Dasgupta | IANS

To Russia With Love: Football’s Greatest Showpiece is Here

India’s Education System Needs Urgent Rewiring: 
Are We Running Out of Time?

F
ootball fans all over the world will now be glued 
to their television screens to enjoy the biggest 
event in the world of football, the World Cup, 
which is being held in Russia for the first time 

in its long and storied history. The World Cup is the 
stage where various legends like Pele, Charlton, and 
Carlos have been born; it is also the stage where leg-
ends like Zinedine Zidane, Roberto Baggio and many 
others have crumbled under the immense weight of 
expectations placed on them. It is the stage which has 
gifted us uncountable moments of joy, sorrow, excite-
ment and most of all controversies. It has seen under-
dogs triumph and giants fall, it has seen footballing 
moments that will forever be remembered by genera-
tions

In a nutshell the World Cup is Zidane’s head butt in 
the 2006 final, Bergkamp’s goal against Argentina, Ma-
radona’s ‘hand of the God’ goal and the greatest goal of 
the 20th century all in the same match against an un-
lucky England, or the disallowed English goal against 
the Germans in 2010, Mario Gotze’s extra time goal in 

the 2014 finals, all these and many more have become 
part of the football folklore which we football fans can’t 
live without. In a week’s time we will again start a jour-
ney where we will witness many such moments that 
will define football.

All this being said, like every World Cup this World 
Cup too has been riddled with controversies every-
thing starting with the bidding process itself with ac-
cusations of rampant corruption leading to the loss 
and the subsequent suspension of Sepp Blatter, Michel 
Platini and many other top officials from Fifa. The sub-
sequent political turmoil in the host nation has led to 
diplomatic tensions rising and the whole atmosphere 
is more reminiscent of Argentina of 1978 where quite 
similarly politics somehow overshadowed the game.

Keeping all these controversies aside, let’s focus on 
the various questions that every football fan will have 
before the start of the World Cup, starting with the most 
obvious one: who is going to win the biggest fight in 
football, is it going to be the dominant Germans who 
look well placed to repeat their dominant perform-
ance of the last World Cup with the experienced core 
of Neuer, Khedira, Hummels, Ozil, Mueller etc. sup-
ported by the exciting batch of young talent who won 

the Confederations Cup last year; or the last edition’s 
finalist Argentina who had a disappointing qualifica-
tion campaign but still have arguably the greatest of all 
time in Lionel Messi who almost led his team to glory 
only to fall at the final hurdle; or we will see the rebirth 
of the Brazilian national team after their embarrassing 
semi final loss to the Germans in their own backyard, 
with mercurial talents like Neymar, Coutinho and Je-
sus; or it is going to be France who after the demise of 
their first golden generation again have a squad which 
is capable enough to win the tournament with players 
like Griezman, Pogba among others? How can you for-
get Espaniol who have gone through their own proc-
ess of rebuilding and now boast of a world class squad 
who would no doubt want to make this a memorable 
one for Andres Iniesta whose goal brought then the 
greatest moment in their football history?

The conversation regarding the favourites and the 
potential underdogs is an endless one and will con-
tinue to be part of every football fan’s gossip but the 
2018 World Cup promises to be one of the most excit-
ing in the long illustrious history of the event; there-
fore we all sit with bated breaths to see history being 
made once again.                 

T
he CBSE results are out and 
students would be enrolling in 
droves for university education. 
While children find it exciting to 

embark on the next chapter of their life-
journey, it is also a worrying and stress-
ful exercise because of the significant 
demand-supply mismatch and, further, 
that none of India’s higher educational 
institutions feature in the top 100 QS 
rankings. For students with exceptional 
aptitude, this can be a major disap-
pointment. For a country of India’s size 
and aspiration, this is a major failure.

The reasons behind India’s educa-
tion crisis lie in the seven-decade ap-
proach towards the sector. Research 
was never embedded in our culture 
and education was essentially equated 
with teaching. Consequently, our ap-
proach tended to be static and bookish 
and focused only on how many went to 
school.

At the national level, this is not a bad 
thing. We would otherwise deny chil-
dren the right to education and many 
would be forced to become child la-
bourers. With the enactment of the RTE 
legislation in 2009, around 260 million 
children attend school in India today, 
making it the world’s largest school 
system. There are around 1.5 million 
schools with over one million run by 
the government. The education market 
is currently valued at $100 billion and is 
set to double by 2020. This is impressive.

But what India needs is not just the 
right to education but the right to qual-
ity education. According to a disturbing 
report carried a couple of years ago in a 
prestigious Indian magazine, only sev-
en per cent of our engineering gradu-
ates are employable.

Unless the education system is sub-
stantially rewired and is, in fact, over-
hauled, we would damage the future 

prospects of our young population and 
thereby lose our demographic dividend. 
This requires changing the very DNA of 
our education system from inside out. 
The government recognizes this and 
over the past several months, a series of 
initiatives have been under discussion, 
including the contours of a New Educa-
tion Policy.

There is credible skepticism, unfor-
tunately, as to how India would achieve 
what surely must be an ambitious agen-
da without consistent budgetary alloca-
tions and a clear understanding of what 
ails the system.

To be fair, the sheer magnitude of 
the problem is intimidating. Over past 
decades, we have drifted along with 
ostrich-like self-delusion. We have been 
risk-averse and blind to the chang-
ing educational needs of a knowledge 
economy. The majority of our schools 
lack not only basic amenities but also 
teachers. Where teachers are available, 
the majority are over-stretched and un-
der-qualified. It is no wonder then that 
our graduates are not employable.

A nation’s future is forged by its edu-

cation system. A defunct system will 
usher in a dismal future. In 2006, US 
Education Secretary Margaret Spellings 
had criticized American universities 
and colleges by reminding them that 
without serious self-examination and 
reform, they risk seeing their market 
share substantially reduced and their 
services increasingly characterized by 
obsolescence.

We face a similar danger, though 
to a significantly lesser extent with re-
gard to market share because the bulk 
of our educational institutions are 
government-owned and operated. But 
obsolescence is a genuine and credible 
threat.

The question we need to ask is what 
is the purpose of education? In other 
words, what do we hope to achieve from 
education. This really means one of two 
things: either the student or the teacher 
is central to the education system.

From ancient times, our approach to 
shiksha, or education, has been the re-
lationship between the teacher, or guru, 
and the shishya, or disciple. Shiksha was 
not the imparting of information but of 

deep knowledge that comes from years 
of study and experience.

Unfortunately, we appear to believe 
that this is precisely what our education 
system imparts! Consequently, most 
teachers don the mantle of the guru. 
They are, in fact, disciplinarians, who 
run classrooms like policemen.

Across the globe, technology has re-
placed the teacher of yesterday. We can 
no longer provide modern day educa-
tion using the earlier century’s method-
ology. The embrace of technology and 
the disruptive shift in thinking is critical 
to revamping our education policy.

Put simply, the teacher only sharp-
ens the pencil and allows for the inher-
ent talent in each student to be revealed. 
It’s not that teachers don’t know how to 
teach. Rather they don’t really know why 
they teach. Teachers need to recognize 
that students are central to the system 
and they, as teachers, are only facilita-
tors and nothing more.

This requires a fundamental atti-
tudinal shift that is critical to rewiring 
our education system. It can happen 
only if we embrace autonomy of think-
ing. When we do that, we would foster 
curiosity and thus, creativity. To achieve 
this, our teachers need to be educated.

World-class education systems do 
not have an ideological focus but are 
entirely market driven. Like the market, 
they anticipate the future and ascer-
tain how best it needs to be navigated. 
If India’s future is to be determined by 
the quality of education that it offers, 
mindsets have to dramatically change. 
As H.G. Wells reminded us: “Civilisation 
is a race between education and catas-
trophe.” Our choice would determine 
where we are headed. The problem is 
we are running out of time.

(Amit Dasgupta is a former Indian 
diplomat who now works in higher 
education. The views expressed are 

personal. He can be reached at amit.
dasgupta2013@yahoo.com)

M
ridula Ramesh’s new 
book “The Climate 
Solution” presents 
a plethora of infor-

mation, facts, figures and data 
on climate change in the context 
of India and provides a roadmap 
for the way forward.

However, for anybody who 
has keenly observed the increas-
ing environmental perils and na-
tional politics and international 
diplomacy around it, is bound to 
be left disheartened as the offer-
ing is some sort of a compilation 
of widely reported material on 
the environment.

This is not to suggest that 
the title is not worth the reader’s 
time. The book does justice, or 
at least tries to, and highlight 
the topic of environment and 
climate change by subtly con-
necting them with some region-
specific and some widespread 
social practices.

The chapter “Women in Per-
il”, for instance, picks a social evil 
from a small South Indian village 
and connects it to the larger nar-
rative around women empower-
ment. Now Ramesh relates this 
example to convey that with the 
increase in climate change, the 
opportunities for women work-
force in the agricultural sector 
will stand challenged.

Over the past few years, en-
vironment issues have gained 

voice and terms like climate 
change, global warming and 
even Paris Agreement are now 
a part of common knowledge, 
at least in the urban landscape. 
This change is particularly be-
cause of the efforts of hundreds 
of environmentalists, conserva-
tionists and activists. 

And, anyway, at a time when 
40 degrees celsius has become 
a norm in the Indo-Gangetic 
plains during the summer, any 
endeavour that tackles this 
piercing issue is a welcome 
move.

Simple narrative, easy-to-
read language and parallels 
drawn from Indian scriptures 
make “The Climate Solution” a 
captivating read.

The book offers some great 
stories and peeps into the past 
for lessons we need today. Les-
sons are drawn from success 
stories like how cotton cultiva-
tion revived itself in Punjab. It 
also touches on an ongoing con-
flict between two lobbies and 
asks whether or not we need ge-
netically modified (GM) crops. 
It manages to be fair, not giving 
the issue of GM an activist-like 
treatment but rather giving facts 
of its need and side-effects. 

It quotes a lot of “experts”, 
some figures such as “six Indian 
cities produce 30,000 tonnes of 
garbage every day” and how the 

waste management industry can 
create over half a million jobs. 
However, these figures are like 
“known population of tigers” -- 
always a rough estimation with 
huge error scope, often inaccu-
rate, and need more clarity and 
research. This book, however, 
lacks it.

This perhaps is the reason 
that even though this book 
could be about perils of climate 
change and stuff around it for 
dummies, it cannot be a text 
book for the same.

Coming to the most impor-
tant factor — “Solutions” — the 
book touches on many topics 
and talks about and and com-
ments on solutions like elec-
tric vehicles, harvesting, power 
and others. The solutions are 
not new, they are already being 
worked upon. In fact, some so-
lutions — like the one on water 
policy under a strong enforcing 
authority and common owner-
ship — does make sense, but 
hardly in the Indian context.

India is unique, needs indig-
enous solutions and examples 
from across the world may in-
spire but cannot be replicated 
here, a senior UN official once 
said in an interview.

However, what is impres-
sive is that Mridula Ramesh has 
made and honest effort to keep 
the ball rolling.
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): You often need to 
thrive on personal emotions. Today will be 
no exception to the rule. For instance, you 
could try to captivate the attention of people 

you admire. The only problem is that they might not 
be receptive at first. Try to take your time. You will have 
other opportunities in the near future.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You shouldn’t 
try to fight the feelings that run through you 
today. Don’t even try to rationalize them. 
These feelings are probably related to emo-

tions dating back to your childhood. You shouldn’t 
avoid or analyze them. There will be a lot of turmoil 
welling up inside you, Taurus. You should try to find 
some peace and quiet in the arms of a special some-
one.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You’ll be lost in 
your thoughts today, analyzing your life and 
relationships. You’ll be asking yourself if your 
existence is meeting your standards. You will 

ponder what to expect from the future and from the 
people around you. You’re in the right frame of mind to 
make a few life-changing decisions.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Today you will 
have all the energy you need to deal with 
long-term family problems. Indeed, you’ll 
probably clash with some of your relatives. 

But this situation won’t cause any serious issues, and 
you’ll deal with these circumstances like a pro. You 
have the ability to get out of any delicate situation you 
find yourself in today.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You enjoy caring for 
others and you intervene regularly in their 
lives to guide them. Ironically, today you’re 
the one who needs advice. You’ll probably 

need to get away from it all in order to get a clear view 
of your own life, Leo. You could even decide to make 
the necessary arrangements for a trip abroad.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): We all have to make 
compromises in order to live in contempo-
rary society. You may have strong beliefs, but 
it’s difficult to combine your ideals and a so-

cial life. Today you may wonder if you’re prepared to 
be edged out of society and fight for your convictions. 
Shouldn’t you try to find a compromise between life 
and your ideals?

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You’ve always felt 
the need to free yourself from society. You 
need to feel independent at any cost. You 
may need to face certain relationship prob-

lems at this time. Perhaps you’re hesitant to commit ei-
ther at work or in your personal life. You may ask your-
self if your attitude isn’t in fact revealing a desire to get 
away from it all. Perhaps you’ll find the answer today.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): You may feel 
annoyed about the attitude of some of your 
group of friends. Unlike these people, you’re 
very open-minded and you can deal with sit-

uations as they arise. Indeed, you have a natural ability 
to adapt to every situation. Scorpio, today you’ll prob-
ably have to arbitrate between two people with widely 
differing opinions.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Today, 
Sagittarius, you’ll be submerged under a lot 
of emotions. In a way, you’ll be revisiting your 
childhood. You may be very edgy. This is a 

good disposition in which to analyze your life. You’ll be 
able to see if everything around you is where you think it 
belongs. Try to make the most out of this frame of mind.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You really 
know how to seduce, Capricorn. There is a 
spark inside of you that spreads naturally 
to those around you. You have a big reser-

voir of sensitivity and emotion that could grow today. 
You might meet and charm new people. Don’t forget to 
recharge your batteries in order to keep your feelings 
intact in the days to come.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You’re a very 
active person, Aquarius, but today you’ll 
probably be disappointed. If you ask those 
around you to help with your activities, 

they most likely won’t understand your needs. They’ll 
wonder why you need to move constantly and why 
you need to create. The day may seem exhausting and 
complicated to you.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Nothing much 
is happening today, yet you seem worried 
and tense. You’ll have to use this day to your 
advantage. Think about your life. You’ll also 

think about the needs of your relatives in the years to 
come and how to attain those goals. You’ll also be in the 
best disposition to think about your own family life.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

A
s I was growing up in England in 
the latter half of the 20th century, 
the concept of intelligence loomed 
large. It was aspired to, debated 

and – most important of all – measured. 
At the age of 11, tens of thousands of us all 
around the country were ushered into desk-
lined halls to take an IQ test known as the 
11-Plus. The results of those few short hours 
would determine who would go to gram-
mar school, to be prepared for university 
and the professions; who was destined for 
technical school and thence skilled work; 
and who would head to secondary modern 
school, to be drilled in the basics then sent 
out to a life of low-status manual labour.

The idea that intelligence could be 
quantified, like blood pressure or shoe 
size, was barely a century old when I took 
the test that would decide my place in the 
world. But the notion that intelligence 
could determine one’s station in life was al-
ready much older. It runs like a red thread 
through Western thought, from the phi-
losophy of Plato to the policies of UK prime 
minister Theresa May. To say that someone 
is or is not intelligent has never been merely 
a comment on their mental faculties. It is al-
ways also a judgment on what they are per-
mitted to do. Intelligence, in other words, is 
political.

Sometimes, this sort of ranking is sensi-
ble: we want doctors, engineers and rulers 
who are not stupid. But it has a dark side. 
As well as determining what a person can 
do, their intelligence – or putative lack of it – 
has been used to decide what others can do 
to them. Throughout Western history, those 
deemed less intelligent have, as a conse-
quence of that judgment, been colonised, 
enslaved, sterilised and murdered (and in-
deed eaten, if we include non-human ani-
mals in our reckoning).

It’s an old, indeed an ancient, story. But 
the problem has taken an interesting 21st-
century twist with the rise of Artificial Intel-
ligence (AI). In recent years, the progress 
being made in AI research has picked up 
significantly, and many experts believe that 
these breakthroughs will soon lead to more. 
Pundits are by turn terrified and excited, 
sprinkling their Twitter feeds with Termina-
tor references. To understand why we care 
and what we fear, we must understand in-
telligence as a political concept – and, in 
particular, its long history as a rationale for 
domination.

The term ‘intelligence’ itself has never 
been popular with English-language phi-
losophers. Nor does it have a direct trans-
lation into German or ancient Greek, two 
of the other great languages in the Western 
philosophical tradition. But that doesn’t 
mean philosophers weren’t interested in it. 
Indeed, they were obsessed with it, or more 
precisely a part of it: reason or rationality. 
The term ‘intelligence’ managed to eclipse 
its more old-fashioned relative in popular 
and political discourse only with the rise 
of the relatively new-fangled discipline of 
psychology, which claimed intelligence for 

itself. Although today many scholars ad-
vocate a much broader understanding of 
intelligence, reason remains a core part of 
it. So when I talk about the role that intel-
ligence has played historically, I mean to 
include this forebear.

The story of intelligence begins with 
Plato. In all his writings, he ascribes a very 
high value to thinking, declaring (through 
the mouth of Socrates) that the unexam-
ined life is not worth living. Plato emerged 
from a world steeped in myth and mysti-
cism to claim something new: that the truth 
about reality could be established through 
reason, or what we might consider today to 
be the application of intelligence. This led 
him to conclude, in The Republic, that the 
ideal ruler is ‘the philosopher king’, as only a 
philosopher can work out the proper order 
of things. And so he launched the idea that 
the cleverest should rule over the rest – an 
intellectual meritocracy.

This idea was revolutionary at the time. 
Athens had already experimented with 
democracy, the rule of the people – but to 
count as one of those ‘people’ you just had 
to be a male citizen, not necessarily intelli-
gent. Elsewhere, the governing classes were 
made up of inherited elites (aristocracy), or 
by those who believed they had received 
divine instruction (theocracy), or simply by 
the strongest (tyranny).

At the dawn of Western philosophy, 
intelligence became identified with the 

European, educated, male human
Plato’s novel idea fell on the eager ears 

of the intellectuals, including those of his 
pupil Aristotle. Aristotle was always the 
more practical, taxonomic kind of thinker. 
He took the notion of the primacy of rea-
son and used it to establish what he be-
lieved was a natural social hierarchy. In his 
book The Politics, he explains: ‘[T]hat some 
should rule and others be ruled is a thing 
not only necessary, but expedient; from the 
hour of their birth, some are marked out for 
subjection, others for rule.’ What marks the 
ruler is their possession of ‘the rational el-
ement’. Educated men have this the most, 
and should therefore naturally rule over 
women – and also those men ‘whose busi-
ness is to use their body’ and who therefore 
‘are by nature slaves’. Lower down the lad-
der still are non-human animals, who are 
so witless as to be ‘better off when they are 
ruled by man’.

So at the dawn of Western philosophy, 
we have intelligence identified with the Eu-
ropean, educated, male human. It becomes 
an argument for his right to dominate 
women, the lower classes, uncivilised peo-
ples and non-human animals. While Plato 
argued for the supremacy of reason and 
placed it within a rather ungainly utopia, 
only one generation later, Aristotle presents 
the rule of the thinking man as obvious and 
natural.

Needless to say, more than 2,000 years 
later, the train of thought that these men 
set in motion has yet to be derailed. The 
late Australian philosopher and conserva-
tionist Val Plumwood has argued that the 
giants of Greek philosophy set up a series 

of linked dualisms that continue to inform 
our thought. Opposing categories such as 
intelligent/stupid, rational/emotional and 
mind/body are linked, implicitly or explicit-
ly, to others such as male/female, civilised/
primitive, and human/animal. These dual-
isms aren’t value-neutral, but fall within a 
broader dualism, as Aristotle makes clear: 
that of dominant/subordinate or master/
slave. Together, they make relationships of 
domination, such as patriarchy or slavery, 
appear to be part of the natural order of 
things.

Western philosophy, in its modern 
guise, is often taken to begin with that arch 
dualist, René Descartes. Unlike Aristotle, 
he didn’t even allow for a continuum of 
diminishing intelligence among other ani-
mals. Cognition, he claimed, was the busi-
ness of humanity. He was reflecting more 
than a millennium of Christian theology, 
which made intelligence a property of the 
soul, a spark of the divine reserved only for 
those lucky enough to be made in God’s 
image. Descartes rendered nature literally 
mindless, and so devoid of intrinsic value 
– which thereby legitimated the guilt-free 
oppression of other species.

The idea that intelligence defines hu-
manity persisted into the Enlightenment. 
It was enthusiastically embraced by Im-
manuel Kant, probably the most influential 
moral philosopher since the ancients. For 
Kant, only reasoning creatures had moral 
standing. Rational beings were to be called 
‘persons’ and were ‘ends in themselves’. 
Beings that were not rational, on the other 
hand, had ‘only a relative value as means, 
and are therefore called things’. We could 
do with them what we liked.

According to Kant, the reasoning being 
– today, we’d say the intelligent being – has 
infinite worth or dignity, whereas the un-
reasoning or unintelligent one has none. 
His arguments are more sophisticated, but 
essentially he arrives at the same conclu-
sion as Aristotle: there are natural masters 
and natural slaves, and intelligence is what 
distinguishes them.

For many decades, the advent of formal 
intelligence testing tended to exacerbate 

rather than remedy the oppression of 
women

This line of thinking was extended to be-
come a core part of the logic of colonialism. 
The argument ran like this: non-white peo-
ples were less intelligent; they were there-
fore unqualified to rule over themselves 
and their lands. It was therefore perfectly 
legitimate – even a duty, ‘the white man’s 
burden’ – to destroy their cultures and take 
their territory. In addition, because intel-
ligence defined humanity, by virtue of be-
ing less intelligent, these peoples were less 
human. They therefore did not enjoy full 
moral standing – and so it was perfectly fine 
to kill or enslave them.

The same logic was applied to women, 
who were considered too flighty and sen-
timental to enjoy the privileges afforded to 
the ‘rational man’. In 19th-century Britain, 
women were less well-protected under law 
than domestic animals, as the historian 

Joanna Bourke at Birkbeck University of 
London has shown. Perhaps it’s not surpris-
ing, then, that for many decades the advent 
of formal intelligence testing tended to ex-
acerbate rather than remedy the oppres-
sion of women.

Sir Francis Galton is usually taken to 
be the originator of psychometrics, the 
‘science’ of measuring the mind. He was 
inspired by The Origin of Species (1859) 
written by his cousin Charles Darwin. It 
led Galton to believe that intellectual abil-
ity was hereditary and could be enhanced 
through selective breeding. He decided 
to find a way to scientifically identify the 
most able members of society and encour-
age them to breed – prolifically, and with 
each other. The less intellectually capable 
should be discouraged from reproducing, 
or indeed prevented, for the sake of the 
species. Thus eugenics and the intelligence 
test were born together. In the following 
decades, vast numbers of women across 
Europe and America were forcibly sterilised 
after scoring poorly on such tests – 20,000 in 
California alone.

Scales of intelligence have been used 
to justify some of the most terrible acts of 
barbarism in history. But the rule of rea-
son has always had its critics. From David 
Hume to Friedrich Nietzsche, and Sigmund 
Freud through to postmodernism, there are 
plenty of philosophical traditions that chal-
lenge the notion that we’re as intelligent as 
we’d like to believe, and that intelligence is 
the highest virtue.

The meritocracy of intelligence has al-
ways been just one account of social worth 
– albeit a highly influential one. Entry to 
certain schools and professions, such as the 
UK Civil Service, is based on intelligence 
tests, but other domains emphasise differ-
ent qualities, such as creativity or entrepre-
neurial spirit. And though we might hope 
that our public officials are smart, we don’t 
always choose to elect the smartest-seem-
ing politicians. (Still, it’s revealing that even 
a populist politician such as Donald Trump 
felt the need to claim, of his administration, 
that ‘we have by far the highest IQ of any 
cabinet ever assembled.’)

Rather than challenging the hierarchy 
of intelligence as such, many critics have 
focused on attacking the systems that al-
low white, male elites to rise to the top. 
The 11-Plus exam that I took is an interest-
ing, deeply equivocal example of one such 
system. It was intended to identify bright 
young things from all classes and creeds. 
But, in reality, those who passed came dis-
proportionately from the better-resourced, 
white middle classes, whose members 
found themselves thereby reaffirmed in 
their position and advantages.

So when we reflect upon how the idea 
of intelligence has been used to justify 
privilege and domination throughout more 
than 2,000 years of history, is it any wonder 
that the imminent prospect of super-smart 
robots fills us with dread?

From 2001: A Space Odyssey to the 
Terminator films, writers have fantasised 
about machines rising up against us. Now 

we can see why. If we’re used to believing 
that the top spots in society should go to the 
brainiest, then of course we should expect 
to be made redundant by bigger-brained 
robots and sent to the bottom of the heap. 
If we’ve absorbed the idea that the more in-
telligent can colonise the less intelligent as 
of right, then it’s natural that we’d fear en-
slavement by our super-smart creations. If 
we justify our own positions of power and 
prosperity by virtue of our intellect, it’s un-
derstandable that we see superior AI as an 
existential threat.

Natural stupidity, rather than artificial 
intelligence, remains the greatest risk

This narrative of privilege might explain 
why, as the New York-based scholar and 
technologist Kate Crawford has noted, the 
fear of rogue AI seems predominant among 
Western white men. Other groups have en-
dured a long history of domination by self-
appointed superiors, and are still fighting 
against real oppressors. White men, on the 
other hand, are used to being at the top of 
the pecking order. They have most to lose 
if new entities arrive that excel in exactly 
those areas that have been used to justify 
male superiority.

I don’t mean to suggest that all our anxi-
ety about rogue AI is unfounded. There 
are real risks associated with the use of ad-
vanced AI (as well as immense potential 
benefits). But being oppressed by robots 
in the way that, say, Australia’s indigenous 
people have been oppressed by European 
colonists is not number one on the list.

We would do better to worry about 
what humans might do with AI, rather 
than what it might do by itself. We humans 
are far more likely to deploy intelligent 
systems against each other, or to become 
over-reliant on them. As in the fable of the 
sorcerer’s apprentice, if AIs do cause harm, 
it’s more likely to be because we give them 
well-meaning but ill-thought-through 
goals – not because they wish to conquer 
us. Natural stupidity, rather than artificial 
intelligence, remains the greatest risk.

It’s interesting to speculate about how 
we’d view the rise of AI if we had a differ-
ent view of intelligence. Plato believed that 
philosophers would need to be cajoled into 
becoming kings, since they naturally prefer 
contemplation to mastery over men. Other 
traditions, especially those from the East, 
see the intelligent person as one who scorns 
the trappings of power as mere vanity, and 
who removes him or herself from the trivi-
alities and tribulations of quotidian affairs.

Imagine if such views were widespread: 
if we all thought that the most intelligent 
people were not those who claimed the 
right to rule, but those who went to medi-
tate in remote places, to free themselves of 
worldly desires; or if the cleverest of all were 
those who returned to spread peace and 
enlightenment. Would we still fear robots 
smarter than ourselves?

( Stephen Cave is executive director and 
senior research fellow of the Leverhulme 

Centre for the Future of Intelligence at the 
University of Cambridge.)

T
he humble kitchen 
towels used for multi-
purpose tasks can put 
your households at 

potential risk of bacteria that 
cause food poisoning, say re-
searchers.

The findings showed that 
the towels used for wiping 
utensils, drying hands, holding 
hot utensils, wiping/cleaning 
surfaces, had a higher bacte-
rial count. 

Coliforms (Escherichia 
coli) was found to be higher in 
humid towels, multipurpose 
towels and in towels from fam-
ilies having non-vegetarian di-
ets.

The presence of these po-
tential pathogens from the 
kitchen towels indicates that 

they could be responsible for 
cross-contamination in the 
kitchen and could lead to food 
poisoning, the researchers 
said. 

“Our study demonstrates 
that the family composition 
and hygienic practices in the 
kitchen affected the microbial 
load of kitchen towels,” said 
lead author Susheela D. Biran-
jia-Hurdoyal, senior lecturer, 
at the University of Mauritius.

“We also found that diet, 
type of use and moist kitchen 
towels could be very impor-
tant in promoting the growth 
of potential pathogens respon-
sible for food poisoning,” she 
added.

Further, S. aureus was iso-
lated at a higher rate from fam-

ilies of lower socio-economic 
status and those with children. 

Coliform and S. aureus 
were detected at significantly 
higher prevalence from fami-
lies with non-vegetarian diets. 

Escherichia coli is a normal 
flora of human intestine and it 
is released in large numbers in 
human feces. The presence of 
Escherichia coli indicates pos-
sible fecal contamination and 
lack of hygiene practices.

“The data indicated that 
unhygienic practices while 
handling non-vegetarian food 
could be common in the kitch-
en,” Biranjia-Hurdoyal said. 

For the study, presented 
at the annual meeting of the 
American Society for Micro-
biology in Georgia, the team 

collected total of 100 kitchen 
towels after one month of use. 

Out of these 49 per cent 
had bacterial growth which 
increased in number with ex-
tended family, presence on 
children and increasing family 
size. 

Out of these 49 samples 
positive for bacterial growth, 
36.7 per cent grew coliforms, 
36.7 per cent Enterococcus spp 
and 14.3 per cent S. aureus.

“Humid towels and multi-
purpose usage of kitchen tow-
els should be discouraged. Big-
ger families with children and 
elderly members should be 
especially vigilant to hygiene 
in the kitchen,” Biranjia-Hur-
doyal suggested.

Source: IANS

Intelligence: a History

How Your Kitchen Towels Can Cause Food Poisoning

Intelligence has always been used as fig-leaf to justify domination and destruction. No wonder we fear super-smart robots
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Shah attacks Rahul over Congress’s poor 
track record; eyes 65 seats in C’garh

Don’t engage in talks with 
Delhi, Farooq tells separatists

Sheila, Kejriwal spar over Delhi’s statehood 1,000 autos to welcome 
Rahul Gandhi in 
Mumbai, says Nirupam

Home Ministry to convene high-level 
meeting to check ‘keypad jihadis’ 

India refuses to endorse China’s BRI
Vice President 
undergoes 
cataract surgery

‘Doors open’ for alliance in MP; seat 
sharing won’t be speed breaker’ — Scindia 

Nipah: Kerala lifts high alert; 
schools to reopen on June 12 

PTI

BJP President Amit Shah addresses his supporters during a public meeting in Ambikapur on Sunday, 
June 10, 2018.

PTI

Prime Minister, Narendra Modi  and Chinese President Xi Jinping at the Plenary Session of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation Summit, in Qingdao, China on Sunday, June 10, 2018.

PTI

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal and Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia pose for a photo during 
a meeting with AAP office bearers and MLAs at CM residence, in New Delhi on Sunday, June 10, 2018. 
The meeting has reportedly been called to discuss the issue of full statehood to Delhi.

Farooq Abdullah

A m b i k a p u r, Ju n e  1 0 
(PTI): BJP chief Amit Shah 
today attacked Congress 
president Rahul Gandhi 
over his party’s “dismal” 
track record in 55 years 
of its rule, even as he set a 
target of winning 65 seats 
in the upcoming Chhat-
tisgarh Assembly polls.

Sounding the bugle for 
the year-end elections in 
Chhattisgarh, Shah ques-
tioned Gandhi for seeking 
an account of the work 
done by the BJP-led gov-
ernment at the Centre in 
the last four years.

The Raman Singh gov-
ernment would retain 
power in Chhattisgarh 
and the BJP would win 65 
of the 90 seats in the state, 
where the saffron outfit 
was in power for nearly 15 
years, he said, addressing 
a public rally here.

“Rahul baba, why are 
you asking for our ac-
count of four years? We do 
not need to give you any 
account. We will give an 
account of every minute 

and every paisa to people 
when we go to them to ask 
for votes.

“Your family governed 
the country for four gen-

erations and 55 years. Why 
has there not been any 
development?” he asked 
and added that the Modi 
government launched a 

new scheme for the poor, 
farmers and downtrod-
den in every 15 days.

He said Gandhi should 
look within before seeking 

an account of the devel-
opmental works from the 
BJP.

“With the onset of 
summer, they rush to Eu-
rope and Italy for vaca-
tions. When Rahul baba 
comes here to ask for 
votes, will you not ask him 
about the dismal record 
of his party?” he said at 
the rally.

Shah said during the 
Congress rule, cross-bor-
der firing was happening 
every other day, but no 
befitting reply was given.

However, this changed 
after the Modi govern-
ment assumed office in 
2014, Shah said and re-
ferred to the September 
2016 surgical strikes.

“Every other day they 
used to strike us. 12 of our 
jawans were killed in Uri 
(in a terror attack), they 
did not even get a chance 
to retaliate. “However, 
soon after, Modiji sent 
our jawans for surgical 
strikes in Pakistan to take 
revenge,” Shah said.

Srinagar, June 10 (IANS): 
Lok Sabha member and 
former Jammu and Kash-
mir Chief Minister Farooq 
Abdullah has advised sep-
aratists not to engage in 
talks with the Centre, say-
ing they will get nothing.

“They did not give us 
autonomy which is guar-
anteed by the Constitu-
tion, what will they give 
you?” the elder Abdullah 
told the separatists in an 
interview with the widely 

read “Greater Kashmir” 
daily newspaper.

The National Confer-
ence President also said 
that the central govern-
ment was not sincere 
while speaking of a dia-
logue with the separatists.

“It is simply a fill in 
the blanks exercise. There 
is pressure on India from 
the world that Kashmir 
must be normalized.

“It is a trap. Don’t fall 
into it. Talk only when In-

dia comes up with a con-
crete proposal,” Farooq 
Abdullah said in his mes-
sage to the separatists.

“Don’t talk for the sake 
of talks. I don’t think they 
(BJP) are ready to give 
you (separatist) anything. 
They are not sincere in 
their intentions. They 
want to drag them to the 
table only to discredit 
them,” he cautioned the 
separatists, some of those 
top leaders are either in 
jail or are confined to their 
homes in Srinagar.

The separatists have 
so far not come up with 
any positive indication 
that they would be engag-
ing in a dialogue process 
with New Delhi.

Kashmiri separatist 
leaders including Syed Ali 
Geelani, Mirwaiz Umer 
Farooq and Muhammad 
Yasin Malik have said that 
New Delhi must iden-
tify the contours of the 
dialogue process so that 
a categorical stand can be 
taken by the separatists 
on the offer.

New Delhi, June 10 (IANS): 
Former Delhi Chief Minis-
ter Sheila Dikshit on Sun-
day said lack of statehood 
cannot be an excuse for not 
working, prompting AAP 
leader and her successor 
Arvind Kejriwal to dare her 
to run the capital under 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi.

After the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) raised the pitch 
for full statehood for Delhi, 
Dikshit told the media here 
that Delhi will continue to 
be partly governed by the 
Centre unless the Constitu-
tion was changed.

“The only way to make 
Delhi a full state is to 
change the Constitution. 
If they are able to do that, 
it’s fine. Otherwise, Delhi 
is and will remain a Union 
territory, partly governed 
by the Centre.”

Kejriwal, who defeated 
Dikshit in 2013 and came 
to power again in 2015, said 
people were unhappy with 
the state of affairs with Dik-
shit on the issues of water 
and electricity bills as well 
as government schools and 
hospitals.

“We fixed all these 
things. During your tenure, 
you had your own party in 
power in Centre. You also 

Qingdao, June 10 (PTI): 
India was the only country 
today in the eight-nation 
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation grouping which 
opposed China’s ambitious 
Belt and Road Initiative 
with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi asserting that any 
mega connectivity project 
must respect sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of 
the countries.

A declaration signed 
by leaders of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation 
(SCO) countries, includ-
ing Modi, at the end of a 
two-day summit of the 
bloc said Russia, Pakistan, 
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, 
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan 
have been “reaffirming” 
their support for China’s 
Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI).

In his address at the 
summit, Modi, in a clear 
reference to the BRI, said 
any mega connectivity 

project must respect sov-
ereignty and territorial in-
tegrity of the countries and 
assured that India will sup-
port projects which ensure 
inclusivity.

“Connectivity with 
the neighbouring coun-
tries is India’s priority. We 
welcome the connectiv-
ity projects which are sus-
tainable and efficient and 
which respect territorial 
integrity and sovereignty 
of the countries,” he said.

India has been se-
verely critical of the BRI, 
the pet project of Chinese 
President Xi Jinping, as 
the USD 50 billion China 
Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor (CPEC), which is part 
of the BRI, passes through 
Pakistan-occupied Kash-
mir (PoK).

India says it cannot 
accept a project that ig-
nores its core concerns on 
sovereignty and territorial 
integrity.

Modi, in presence of 
Xi and Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, said India’s 
commitment to connectiv-
ity projects was reflected 
in its involvement in the 
International North South 
Corridor project, develop-
ment of the Chabahar port 
and Ashgabat agreement.

China had unveiled the 
BRI in 2013 with an aim to 
link Southeast Asia, Central 
Asia, the Gulf region, Africa 
and Europe with a network 
of land and sea routes.

President Xi has already 
announced that China 
would invest around USD 
126 billion for the project.

However, there has 
been suspicion among 
several countries that the 
main aim of the project is 
to expand China’s influ-
ence globally.

According to Chinese 
officials, around 80 coun-
tries and international or-
ganisations have already 

Kozhikode, June 10 (PTI): 
The Kerala government to-
day decided to lift the high 
alert sounded in northern 
Kozhikode and

Malappuram districts 
in the wake of the outbreak 
of deadly Nipah virus last 
month that has so far 
claimed 17 lives.

Addressing a press con-
ference here after an all-
party meet that discussed 
the situation post-Nipah, 
state Health Minister K K 
Shylaja said the virus has 
been brought under con-
trol and its spread checked.

“It has been decided to 
reopen educational institu-
tions, schools and profes-
sional colleges on June 12, 
which was postponed due 
to the virus outbreak,” she 
said.

However, she said 
though restrictions for the 
public gatherings of people 
has been relaxed, it was 
better to continue the vigil 
till this month end.

“Nipah is under control 
now and no positive case 
has been reported. In this 
backdrop, it has been de-
cided to relax the high alert 
issued in mid-May after the 
outbreak of the disease,” 
she said.

Out of the total samples 
sent for examination, 371 
cases have tested negative 
so far.

“We expect the same 
results in the remaining 
samples also. So we can 
say that the disease is un-
der control and we do not 
expect any further spread,” 
she said.

However, the minister 
said that monitoring of 
persons who were in the 
contact list, would con-
tinue. As many as 2,649 
person were in the contact 
list, which has now come 
down to 1,430.

The minister also said 
that the expert cell, opened 
to monitor the day-to-day 
situation here, would be 
closed on June 15, but the 
District Collector and the 
District Medical Officer 
(DMO) would continue the 
coordination in this regard.

Lauding the services 
by doctors, nurses and 
paramedics who played 
a vital role in bringing the 
situation under control, 
the minister said the gov-
ernment would organise a 
function to felicitate them.

inked pacts with Beijing for 
the ambitious project.

“The Member States 
express appreciation for 
the joint efforts taken to-
wards its implementation, 
including efforts to coor-
dinate the development 
of the Eurasian Economic 
Union and the BRI and 
call for using the potential 
of the regional countries, 
international organisa-
tions and multilateral asso-
ciations to create a broad, 
open, mutually beneficial 
and equal partnership in 
the SCO space,” said the 
declaration on the BRI.

It said the SCO mem-
ber countries pointed out 
the potential of coordinat-
ing international, regional 
and national development 
projects and strategies for 
stimulating cooperation in 
the interests of economic 
development based on 
the principles of respect, 
equality and mutual ben-
efit. In his address, Paki-
stani President Mamnoon 
Hussain whole-heartedly 
supported the BRI, saying 
it was boosting Pakistan’s 
economy.

The International 
No r t h  S o u t h  Tr a n s -
port Corridor (INSTC) is 
a 7,200-km-long multi-
mode transport project for 
moving freight among In-
dia, Iran, Afghanistan, Ar-
menia, Azerbaijan, Russia, 
Central Asia and Europe.

Ashgabat agreement 
is a transport agreement 
among several Gulf and 
Central Asian countries 
which is aimed at creating 
a transit corridor to spur 
trade and investment. In-
dia has been supporting 
the project.

Hyderabad, June 10 (PTI): 
Vice President M Venkai-
ah Naidu today under-
went a successful cataract 
surgery at the city based 
L V Prasad Eye Institute 
(LVPEI).

The Vice President un-
derwent a surgery in his 
right eye.

“Dr Pravin Krishna 
Vaddavalli and his team 
conducted the surgery 
and the Vice President 
was discharged there-
after,” an official release 
said.

Naidu has been ad-
vised complete rest for 
three days.

As a precaution, visi-
tors have been advised 
not to visit him during this 
period, it said.

New Delhi, June 10 (PTI): Senior 
Congress leader Jyotiraditya Scindia 
has said his party’s “doors are open” 
for an alliance in Madhya Pradesh 
and seat sharing will not be a “speed 
breaker” for like-minded parties to 
come together, remarks that come 
amid talk of a Congress-BSP tie-up for 
assembly polls in the state.

Scindia, who is the Madhya 
Pradesh Congress’s campaign com-
mittee incharge for the assembly 
polls slated for later this year, also 
asserted that after a long time in the 
state all party leaders were working 
unitedly and cohesively to take on the 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan government.

However, he said, the like-mind-
edness has to be based on a funda-
mental precept of values and vision 
which was for a liberal, secular and 

a progressive India that ensures that 
every citizen joins the mainstream to 
take the country to its rightful place in 
the comity of nations.

Asked about Congress’s possible 
alliance with the Bahujan Samaj Party 
in Madhya Pradesh, he said his party’s 
“doors are open” and it was ready for 
having “conversations” with other 
parties, but asserted that there should 
be a clear understanding of what the 
ultimate goal is.

Scindia said this principle of 
alliance would apply to all states ir-
respective of which party is in the 
position of strength.

He said a win in the assembly 
polls in Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, 
Chhattisgarh and Mizoram would 
ceratinly change the dynamics for the 
Congress party in 2019 and provide a 

“huge momentum” to it ahead of the 
general elections.

Asked about Madhya Pradesh 
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chou-
han dubbing the Congress a divided 
house, Scindia asserted that there 
was no disunity in the party ranks.

The former Union minister said 
he was very confident that the people 
of Madhya Pradesh have decided to 
get rid of the BJP government and 
Congress President Rahul Gandhi’s 
rally last week was a testament to that.

I don’t think the people of Madhya 
Pradesh can wait any longer. We’ve 
had 15 years of false promises. We 
have had 15 years of ghoshnas’ (an-
nouncements). Every single citizen 
in Madhya Pradesh today is exasper-
ated, is frustrated, is tired, is angry,” 
Scindia said.

had your own LG. I chal-
lenge you to run Delhi for a 
year under the Modi-rule,” 
Kejriwal tweeted.

“And please talk to your 
own Puducherry Chief 
Minister. Kindly give this 
gyan to him also,” he add-
ed.

Puducherry’s Congress 
Chief Minister V. Naraya-
nasamy has been having a 
running battle with his Lt 
Governor Kiran Bedi over 
jurisdictional issues.

Later, talking to IANS, 
Dikshit said her govern-
ment worked not only with 
the Congress but also with 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
at the Centre and had the 
“rapport with both”.

The AAP had been ac-
cusing the Congress and 
BJP of taking a U-turn on 
statehood demand. Dikshit 
said: “We too demanded 
statehood, but we were not 
successful.”

She dismissed any pos-

sibility of an alliance with 
the AAP in the 2019 Lok 
Sabha elections.

Delhi Congress Presi-
dent Ajay Maken had on 
Friday said the AAP govern-
ment was demanding full 
Statehood for Delhi to hide 
its own failures.

The AAP on Sunday 
had a meeting with its ward 
level office bearers to chalk 
out a strategy to take the 
message of full statehood 
to every house in Delhi.

Mumbai, June 10 (PTI): One 
thousand auto-rickshaws will 
welcome Congress president Ra-
hul Gandhi on his day-long visit 
to the city on Tuesday, party lead-
er Sanjay Nirupam said today.

“Almost a thousand auto-
rickshaw drivers have decided 
to welcome Rahul ji to the city in 
their vehicles. 

This is the love the common 
man feels for our party presi-
dent,” Nirupam said in a state-
ment here.

“Rahul ji ensures that the 
common man’s opinions, griev-
ances and inputs not only reach 
him but also are responded to. 
And this is the way the common 
man has decided to welcome 
him,” the city Congress chief 
added.

Gandhi will be in the city to 
address booth-level workers as 
part of ‘Project Shakti’, which 
aims to empower the ground-
level workers and facilitate two-
way communication between 
the party workers and the central 
leadership.

During the visit, Gandhi is 
also scheduled to address a con-
gregation of booth-level Congress 
workers at the Goregaon Exhibi-
tion Centre in the suburbs.

New Delhi, June 10 (PTI): A high-
level meeting will be held in the 
Home Ministry tomorrow to dis-
cuss removal of malicious content 
from various social networking sites 
posted by ‘keypad jehadis’, who spew 
venom on the Internet with an intent 
to create a law and order situation by 
spreading rumours or giving com-
munal colour to any event.

The meeting will be chaired by 
Union Home Secretary Rajiv Gauba 
and attended among others by top 
officials from the Ministry of Elec-
tronics and Information Technology, 
the Department of Telecommunica-
tions and those from security agen-
cies as well as Jammu and Kashmir, 
officials said.

They said the meeting with dis-
cuss implementation of the provi-
sions of Information Technology 
pertaining to security agencies in 
dealing with the menace which 
includes filing of FIRs, removal of 
the malicious content at the earli-
est in coordination with the service 
provider and ensuring speedy legal 
proceedings so that it could act as a 
deterrent for others.

The idea behind the crackdown 
on ‘keypad jihadis’ was to ensure that 
the security agencies could concen-
trate more on nabbing or eliminating 
terrorists with real guns rather than 
those who wage war against the state 
machinery using keypads.

They added that the new bat-

tleground is far removed from the 
conventional weaponry and fight-
ing zones and new-age jihadis use 
computers and smartphones to wage 
war from just about anywhere in the 
Valley or outside, well entrenched 
inside their homes or out on the 
streets, from a nearby cafe or even 
just a convenient roadside.

Recently, the Jammu and Kashmir 
Police had registered cases against 
five Twitter handles and filed com-
plaints with service providers against 
misleading posts on Facebook and 
WhatsApp so that necessary action 
is taken at the earliest.

The forthcoming two-month 
long Amarnath Yatra is of immediate 
concern as they apprehend that any-
one, while just sitting from the con-
fines of a home, can plant fake news 
in one of the thousand chat groups 
and the entire state can plunge into 
communal violence, the officials 
said. They claimed there have been 
instances when fake pictures of 
desecration of shrines are circulated 
by a particular community and all of 
sudden there is an outrage when no 
such incident had taken place.

Similarly, in the Valley, false news 
about firing and subsequent killing 
of civilians was circulated in an at-
tempt to create unrest in other parts 
of Kashmir. However, timely action 
saved the day for the police and it 
was ensured that the culprits were 
booked.
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Pervez Musharraf

Xi Jinping

AP/PTI

In this photo released by the Ministry of Communications and Information of Singapore, North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un, left, is greeted by Singapore Minister for Foreign Affairs Dr Vivian Balakrishnan at the 
Changi International Airport on Sun. June 10 in Singapore, ahead of a summit with U.S. President Donald 
Trump. 

S i n g a p o r e ,  Ju n e  1 0 
(IANS):  North Korean 
leader Kim Jong-un ar-
rived in Singapore on 
Sunday, two days ahead 
of a historic summit with 
US President Donald 
Trump.

“Welcomed Chair-
man Kim Jong Un, who 
has just arrived in Sin-
gapore,” Singapore For-
eign Minister  Vivian 
Balakrishnan tweeted 
along with a photo of him 
shaking hands with Kim 
in front of his airplane at 
Changi airport here.

Later, Kim met Singa-
pore Prime Minister Lee 
Hsien Loong in the prime 
minister’s office, where 
the two leaders were seen 
having a friendly chat, Efe 
news reported.

Trump is scheduled to 
arrive in Singapore later 
on Sunday and go direct-
ly to his hotel, according 
to the White House.

Lee, who is expected 
to meet Trump on Mon-
day, addressing a press 
conference before re-
ceiving Kim, underlined 
Singapore’s neutral role 
and hoped that the sum-
mit results in security and 
stability for the region.

The summit between 
Trump and Kim, sched-
uled to begin at 9 a.m. on 
Tuesday (June 12) at the 
Capella Hotel, will be the 
first meeting between the 
sitting leaders of North 

Kim Jong-un arrives in Singapore 
for summit with Trump

Ex-Aussie spy chief to lead inquiry 
into war crimes allegations

First monsoon rains pound Rohingya camps

Pak apex court wants ex-PM Sharif’s 
trial in graft cases completed in a month

Nomination papers obtained for Musharraf

Putin dismisses G7 criticism as ‘babbling,’ calls for cooperationXi calls on SCO members to consolidate foundation for shared peace

Iran reports deadly clashes with insurgents on Iraq border

Korea and the US.
Trump described it 

as a “one-time shot” at 
peace and said the two 
were in “unknown terri-
tory”. The US hopes the 
summit will kick-off a 
process that eventually 
sees Kim give up nuclear 
weapons, BBC reported.

The two leaders have 
had an extraordinary up-

and-down relationship 
over the past 18 months, 
t r a d i n g  i n s u l t s  a n d 
threatening war before 
abruptly changing tack 
and moving towards a 
face-to-face meeting.

Trump’s first year in 
office was marked by bit-
ter exchanges with Kim 
as North Korea conduct-
ed several ballistic missile 

tests in defiance of inter-
national warnings.

The US President 
vowed to unleash “fire 
and fury” if Pyongyang 
kept threatening the US. 
He also referred to Kim as 
“little rocket man”.

In return, Kim called 
him “mentally deranged” 
and a “dotard”.

Despite the White 

Tehran, June 10 (PTI/
AFP): Iran’s Revolution-
ary Guards said today 
there had been three 
clashes with “terrorists” 
along the border with 
Iraq in recent days, leav-
ing several dead.

“In recent days we 

have been witnessing 
some movements and ef-
forts by anti-revolution-
ary bandits and terrorists 
in west and northwest 
border areas with the 
aim of deep infiltration,” 
said Brigadier-General 
Mohammad Pakpour, 

ground forces command-
er of the Guards.

He said the first at-
tack was on Friday in the 
Oshnaviyeh area near 
the border with Iraqi 
Kurdistan, that left sev-
en militants “killed or 
wounded”.

Two further attacks 
were reported between 
yesterday and today -- 
another in Oshnaviyeh 
and one further south in 
Sarvabad.

Pakpour said sur-
veillance had identified 
these militants before 

they were able “to infil-
trate our country’s soil”.

The clashes yester-
day and today left six 
attackers dead and three 
wounded,  he added, 
and that a considerable 
amount of weaponry had 
been recovered.

Islamabad, June 10 (PTI): 
Pakistan’s Supreme Court 
today directed an anti-
corruption court to wind 
up within a month pro-
ceedings against ousted 
prime minister Nawaz 
Sharif and his family.

T h re e  c a s e s  we re 
launched against Sharif, 
68, and his family mem-
bers in September last 
year post his disqualifica-
tion as the premier by the 
Supreme Court in July.

The court had also set 
a six-month deadline to 
complete the cases but 
later extended it by two 
months in March and 
then again by a month in 
May, which finally ended 
yesterday.

However, the Islam-
abad-based Account-
ability Court judge Mu-
hammad Bashir today 
requested for more time 

to complete the trial.
Chief Justice of Pa-

kistan (CJP) Mian Saqib 
Nisar rejected Sharif ’s 
counsel Khawaja Haris’ 
petition for completing 
the trial in six weeks, 
ordering that the final 
verdict in the case be an-
nounced within a month.

He also asked the trial 
court to proceed on daily 
basis and conduct hear-
ing even on Saturdays.

But, in a relief to Shar-
if, the court allowed him 
and his daughter Mar-
yam to visit his ailing wife 
Kulsoom Nawaz in Lon-
don where she is battling 
a throat cancer.

The Accountability 
Court is hearing the cor-
ruption cases against 
Sharif, his daughter Mar-
yam and son-in-law cap-
tain (retd) Safdar.

T h e  Na t i o n a l  Ac -

c o u n t a b i l i t y  Bu re a u 
(NAB) had filed three 
c a s e s  o f  c o r r u p t i o n 
and money laundering 
against Sharif, his sons 
-- Hassan and Hussain, 
daughter -- Maryam, 
son-in-law -- Safdar, and 
Finance Minister Ishaq 
Dar in the Accountability 
Court in Islamabad and 
Rawalpindi last year.

The Supreme Court 
had disqualified Shar-
if last year, forcing the 
three-time prime minis-
ter to resign. Sharif has 
dismissed the corruption 
charges as politically mo-
tivated.

The political future 
of Sharif, who leads the 
country’s most powerful 
political family and his 
PML-N party, has been 
hanging in the balance 
since then. If convicted, 
he could be jailed.

Is l a m a b a d , Ju n e  1 0 
(IANS): Former Pakistan 
President Pervez Mush-
arraf is said to have ob-
tained the nomination 
papers to contest in the 
July 25 general elections 
through his representa-
tives from Karachis South 
district, a media report 
said on Sunday.

Musharraf, who is fac-
ing a high treason case, 
has been allowed by the 
Supreme Court to file 
nomination papers on the 
condition that he would 
personally appear before 
the court in Lahore on 
June 13, the Dawn news 
report said.

Recently,  a  three-
judge bench of the apex 
court headed by Chief 
Justice of Pakistan Saqib 
Nisar heard Musharraf’s 
appeal against a Peshawar 
High Court verdict dis-
qualifying him for life for 
promulgating a state of 

House’s “maximum pres-
sure” campaign, North 
Korea remained defiant 
and carried out its sixth 
nuclear test in Septem-
ber 2017. Soon after, Kim 
declared that his country 
had achieved its mission 
of becoming a nuclear 
state, with missiles that 
could reach the US.

But in early 2018, 
North Korea began at-
tempts to improve rela-
tions with South Korea by 
sending a team and del-
egates to the Winter Ol-
ympics in Pyeongchang.

In  M a rc h ,  Tr u m p 
surprised the world by 
accepting an invitation 
from Kim -- delivered 
via Seoul -- to meet in 
person.

Since then, the path 
to the summit has been 
rocky, with Trump at one 
point calling it off com-
pletely. But after some 
diplomatic scrambling, 
the two leaders will now 
sit down together.

Singapore is only the 
third country Kim has 
visited since he became 
leader in 2011.

He made his first trip 
abroad as leader to China 
in March, and in April he 
became the first North 
Korean leader to step foot 
in South Korea when he 
met South Korean Presi-
dent Moon Jae-in at Pan-
munjom on their mutual 
border.

emergency in November 
2007.

The apex court al-
lowed the returning offic-
ers to receive the former 
leader’s nomination pa-
pers for the upcoming 
elections, though accept-
ance of the nomination 
papers would be subject 
to the outcome of the 

case.
Informed sources told 

Dawn that the documents 
were being sent to Dubai 
for his signature.

He has not set any 
date for his return, but 
an All Pakistan Muslim 
League leader announced 
earlier this week that he 
would return after Eid.

Qingdao (China), June 
10 (IANS): Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping on Sunday 
called on the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisa-
tion (SCO) member states 
to strengthen the founda-
tion for shared peace and 
security.

Xi made the remarks 
at the 18th Meeting of 
the Council of Heads of 
Member States of the 
SCO in the coastal city of 
Qingdao, reports Xinhua 
news agency.

“The SCO member 
states need to actively 
implement the 2019-2021 
program of cooperation 
for combating terrorism, 
separatism and extrem-
ism, continue to conduct 
the ‘Peace Mission’ and 
other joint counter-ter-
rorism exercises, and en-
hance cooperation on 
defense security, law en-
forcement security and 
information security,” Xi 
said.

Qingdao, June 10 (PTI/
AFP): Russian President 
Vladimir Putin today dis-
missed criticism by the 
Group of 7 nations as “cre-
ative babbling” and said it 
was time to start cooperat-
ing again.

“I believe it’s neces-
sary to stop this creative 
babbling and shift to con-
crete issues related to real 
cooperation,” Putin told 
reporters in the Chinese 
city of Qingdao, when 
asked to comment on a 
G7 joint statement. He also 
said the G7 countries had 
“again” failed to provide 
any evidence that Russia 
was behind the poisoning 
of a former double agent 
and his daughter in Britain 
in March.

G7 leaders demanded 
Saturday that Russia stop 
what they described as 
attempts to undermine 
democracy and support 
for the Syrian regime as 

Canberra, June 10 (IANS): The 
former head of Australia’s spy agen-
cy will investigate the Defence 
Force’s handling of accusations that 
Australian soldiers committed war 
crimes in Afghanistan.

David Irvine is the former di-
rector-general of the Australian 
Security Intelligence Organisation 
(ASIO).

Senior defence sources said one 
of the central questions Irvine is 
examining is why so few soldiers or 
officers have been held accountable 
for a variety of suspected problems 
from 2001 to 2016, ranging from 
skylarking, excessive drinking, 
drug abuse, bullying to alleged war 
crimes, Xinhua reported on Sunday.

These alleged war crimes oc-
curred in Afghanistan between 
2006 and 2013, but other instances 
of less grave suspected misconduct 
have occurred in Australia or other 
locations overseas over a longer 
time frame.

The Fairfax Media organisation 
in Australia has confirmed the Ir-

vine inquiry was commissioned by 
army chiefs earlier this year amid 
concerns raised in leaked defence 
reports of an “entrenched culture 
of impunity” within the nation’s 
Special Operations Task Group.

It is the third investigation into 
the special forces to be launched in 
two years.

Irvine’s appointment by Army 
chief Angus Campbell comes as 
allegations emerge that a small 
number of members from a Special 
Air Service Regiment (SASR) patrol 
were involved in the summary ex-
ecution of unarmed detainees in 
Afghanistan.

The defence force previously 
commissioned consultant Saman-
tha Crompvoets to interview SASR 
and commando insiders to gather 
accounts of wrongdoing. That re-
port prompted a second probe, 
the still-ongoing inquiry by the 
Inspector-General of the Australian 
Defence Force, assisted by NSW Su-
preme Court judge, Major General 
Paul Brereton.

The contents of Crompvoets’ 
report were revealed by Fairfax 
Media on Friday. It describes “un-
sanctioned and illegal application 
of violence on operations” and a 
“complete lack of accountability” 
involving Australia’s elite special 
forces.

In a statement on Saturday, a 
defence spokesperson confirmed 
the appointment of Irvine.

“The Army has engaged David 
Irvine to conduct an independent 
assessment of reform measures 
implemented within the Special 
Operations Command,” the spokes-
person said.

“As part of the broader Army and 
Australian Defence Force cultural 
review and reform measures, the 
Special Operations Command has 
implemented a number of cultural 
and governance reforms since 2015.

“The Irvine review will assist 
Army leadership to determine the 
effectiveness of reform initiatives 
and identify whether additional 
improvements are required.”

they closed the door on 
Moscow’s readmission to 
the club.

T h e  G 7  e n d o r s e d 
Britain’s accusation that 
Moscow was behind the 
poisoning attack in the 
southwest of England on 
former double agent Ser-
gei Skripal and his daugh-
ter Yulia.

“We share and agree 
with the United Kingdom’s 
assessment that it is highly 
likely that the Russian Fed-
eration was responsible 
for the attack, and that 
there is no plausible alter-
native explanation,” the 
G7 statement said.

As in the past, Putin 
took issue with the phrase 
“highly likely”, saying that 
G7 nations’ solidarity was 
based on “flimsy ground.” 

“Everyone demon-
strated solidarity with 
London over a certain 
event in Salisbury but 
nothing concrete was said 
again,” Putin said.

The statement made 
no mention of Russia be-
ing invited back into the 
group from which it was 
kicked out in response to 
its 2014 annexation of Cri-
mea, despite US President 
Donald Trump’s insistence 
that the club would be bet-
ter off if it brought Russia 
back into the fold.

Putin said it was not 
Russia’s decision to quit 
the G7, saying he would 
be happy to see G7 leaders 
in Russia.

“As for Russia’s return 
to the G7, G8 -- we never 
left it,” he said. “Back in 

the day colleagues refused 
to come to Russia due to 
certain reasons. Please, 
we would be happy to see 
everyone in Moscow.” The 
Kremlin leader did not 
miss an opportunity to 
thumb his nose at the club 
of leading industrialised 
democracies, saying that 
the combined purchasing 
power of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation 
---which includes Russia 
and China -- outstripped 
the G7.

At the same time he 
downplayed tensions 
at the acrimonious G7 
meeting in Quebec City, 
after Trump disowned the 
joint summit statement 
and lambasted Canadian 
Prime Minister Justin Tru-
deau.

“Things happen,” Pu-
tin said. “One has to treat 
this in a calm manner and 
without any irony what-
soever.

He called for efforts to 
give full play to the role 
of the SCO-Afghanistan 
Contact Group to facil-
itate peace and recon-
struction in Afghanistan.

“China offers to train 
2,000 law enforcement of-
ficers for all parties in the 
next three years through 
China National Institute 
for SCO International 

Exchange and Judicial 
Cooperation and other 
platforms to enhance law 
enforcement capacity 
building,” he said. 

The Chinese Presi-
dent also called on the 
member states to build 
up strength of unity and 
mutual trust by ensuring 
full implementation of 
documents including the 

Dhaka, June 10 (PTI/
AFP): The first monsoon 
rains have hit camps 
in Bangladesh housing 
around a million Ro-
hingya refugees, trigger-
ing floods and landslides 
but no casualties or ma-
jor damage so far, offi-
cials said today.

Aid agencies have 
been warning that the 
monsoon season could 
prompt a humanitarian 
catastrophe in coming 
months at what is the 
world’s biggest refugee 
camp, sheltering people 
fleeing violence in My-
anmar.

The sites in south-
eastern Bangladesh are 
predicted to be hit by 
powerful cyclones and 
by more than 2.5 metres 
(eight feet) of rainfall over 
the coming three months 
of monsoon -- roughly 
triple what Britain gets 
in a year.

Bangladesh’s mete-

orological office said the 
Cox’s Bazar area where 
many of the refugees live 
in makeshift shelters on 
bare hillsides had 138 
millimetres (5.4 inches) 
of rain since last evening.

“Some areas like the 
football field areas are 
flooded. Some houses 
have been inundated 
with water. There have 
been a few landslides. 
The conditions are bad,” 
U N  r e f u g e e  a g e n c y 
spokesperson Caroline 
Gluck told AFP.

The monsoon season 
“is going to be big test for 
everybody involved in the 
humanitarian response 
in support of the govern-
ment of Bangladesh”, she 
said.

More heavy rain is 
forecast for coming days.

Rohingya leaders told 
AFP the rains have al-
ready devastated some 
parts of the camps and 
turned some dirt roads 

into quagmires, hinder-
ing the movement of 
refugees and relief ma-
terials.

Kamal  Hossain,  a 
Rohingya community 
leader, said at least five 
shanties were destroyed 
by landslides or strong 
winds over around 12 
hours of  a sustained 
downpour beginning last 
evening.

“It’s just the beginning 
and the entire monsoon 
season is ahead of us. 
Some people have been 
relocated but the major-
ity are still living under 
risk,” said Mohammad 
Mohibullah,  another 
community leader.

Last year heavy rain 
triggered mudslips in 
Cox’s Bazar and the near-
by Chittagong Hill Tracts, 
killing at least 170 people. 
More than 100 died in 
landslides in the region in 
2012, and two years ear-
lier around 50 perished.

Gluck said that so far 
nearly 29,000 refugees 
have been relocated to 
new areas out of an es-
timated 200,000 people 
at very high risk of land-
slides and flood, who 
need to be moved to safer 
areas.

There are fears that 
heavy flooding could also 
cause latrines to overflow 
and spread disease in the 
crowded camps. Around 
700,000 Rohingya Mus-
lims have poured in from 
Myanmar since August, 
fleeing an army crack-
down.

They joined hundreds 
of thousands of earlier 
refugees from main-
ly Buddhist Myanmar, 
where the Rohingya are a 
persecuted and stateless 
minority.

Many of the hillsides 
were cleared of trees to 
make way for shelters, 
making the land highly 
unstable.

Qingdao Declaration, and 
the Outline for the Imple-
mentation of the Trea-
ty on Long-Term Good 
Neighbourliness, Friend-
ship and Cooperation.

“We should enhance 
mutual understanding by 
putting ourselves in oth-
ers’ positions and boost 
harmony and unity by 
seeking common ground 
and setting aside differ-
ences.” 

The SCO is an Eura-
sian inter-governmental 
organisation, the creation 
of which was announced 
in 2001 in Shanghai by 
Kazakhstan, China, Kyr-
gyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan 
and Uzbekistan. It was 
preceded by the Shanghai 
Five mechanism.

This will be the first 
time India will be partici-
pating in the SCO Summit 
after being granted full 
membership of the bloc, 
along with Pakistan, in 
June 2017.
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Victoria Beckham dismisses divorce rumours

Rattle & Hum Band to perform 
in Vietnam on June 16

Fleetwood Mac guitarist 
Danny Kirwan dead

Meg Ryan on being ‘America’s 
Sweetheart’, quitting acting

R
attle & Hum Band 
is scheduled to 
perform at Hanoi in 
Vietnam on June 16. 

An update is-
sued on June 10 mentioned 
that the band is said to have 
been invited by the Embassy 
of India in Hanoi to perform 
during the 4th International 
Day of Yoga.  

The event is said to begin 
with yoga protocol perform-
ances after which the band 
is said to perform. The venue 
for the concert is said to be at 
Hanoi Indoor Games Gymna-
sium. 

Also, the event is said to be 
live streamed on the Embassy 
FB account www.facebook.
com/IndiaInVietnam/

In this regard, the band 
members called on the Gover-
nor of Nagaland P.B.Acharya to 
brief him about the event. 

The governor is said to 
have expressed his happiness 
and wished the band all suc-
cess. He also in his goodwill 
gesture extended monetary 
support to the band, the re-
lease added.

EMN

D
anny Kir-
wan, a gui-
tarist who 
appeared 
on five of 

Fleetwood Mac’s albums, 
died here, according to 
the band.

He was 68 when he 
passed away on Friday, 
reports cnn.com.

“Danny was a huge 
force in our early years,” 
said a Facebook post 
signed by Mick Fleet-
wood, one of the band’s 
founders. 

“His love for the Blues 
led him to being asked 
to join Fleetwood Mac in 
1968, where he made his 
musical home for many 

years.” 
Kirwan was 18 when 

he joined Fleetwood 
Mac, which at the time 
consisted of Fleetwood, 
John McVie, Peter Green 
and Jeremy Spencer.

Kirwan contributed 
guitar and vocal work in 
addition to songwriting 
while he was with the 
band, and his talents 
were first featured on the 
band’s 1969 effort, “Then 
Play On”. His work ap-
peared on several other 
albums, including 1970’s 
“Kiln House” and “Future 
Games”, a year later.

Kirwan was fired in 
1972 shortly after the re-
lease of the album “Bare 

Trees”.
Kirwan was among 

the members of the 
band inducted into the 
Rock & Roll Hall of Fame 
in 1998, though he did 
not attend the induction 
ceremony.

“Danny’s true legacy, 
in my mind, will forever 
live on in the music he 
wrote and played so 
beautifully as a part 
of the foundation of 
Fleetwood Mac, that has 
now endured over 50 
years,” Fleetwood said on 
Facebook. 

“Thank you, Danny 
Kirwan. You will forever 
be missed!”

IANS

Former Spice Girl Victoria Beckham shared a sweet family photograph to dismiss 
“laughable” divorce rumours with David Beckham. Victoria has put the speculation 
firmly behind her as she posted a cosy image with her family on Instagram, reports 
dailymail.co.uk. The former Spice Girl, 44, appeared in high spirits as she posed for 
the image with sons Romeo, 15 and Cruz, 13, as well as daughter Harper, six, and her 
parents Jackie and Tony Adams. The doting mother-of-four, who is also famed for 
her eponymous fashion line, put on a typically chic display as she was clad in a pair 
of patent trousers and a white tee, tied in with pointed red stilettos. Victoria beamed 
with delight as she embraced her youngest child Harper, who flashed a wide grin for 
the adorable image. Second son Romeo bore a resemblance to Cruz, as the brothers 
both sported white T-shirts and dark-wash bottoms. (IANS)
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World The Fallen Kingdom (Eng 2D)
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P
roducer-author Twinkle 
Khanna, known for her 
book “Mrs Funnybones: 
Shes Just Like You and 
a Lot Like Me”, says her 

novel will be out soon.
Twinkle interacted with the me-

dia here on Saturday at the launch 
of L’oreal Professionnel #OnlyIn-
Salons campaign where she spoke 
about her next book.

She said: “I am just finishing it, 
so I think it should be out soon and 
all I can say right now is that it’s a 
novel.”

From where does she take inspi-
ration to write a book?

“I am always watching peo-
ple and I watch everything about 
them. There was a hairstylist at the 
event, I still remember what shoes 
he wore last time when I saw him, 
which was purple and today it is 
burgundy. So I am watching what 
everyone’s doing,” she said.

Twinkle had made her Bol-
lywood debut in 1995 with 
“Barsaat” and her last 
released film as an actress 
was “Tees Maar Khan” 
(2010) in which she did 
a special appearance. In 
the span of 15 years, she 
has worked in 17 films.

She married actor 
Akshay Kumar in 2001. 

They have two children 
together.

In which of her 
films did she look 
really good?

Twinkle re-
plied: “Because 
I am now in my 
40s, I have an 
issue of Alzhe-
imer’s and I 
am not good 
at remember-
ing things so 
if you ask me 
then, I think, 
I really looked 
good today and at 
this stage of my life 
as compared to when I 
was in movies.” 

IANS

A
ctress Priyanka Chopra has 
apologised for an episode 
in her American TV series 
“Quantico” which portrayed 
Indian nationalists as terror-

ists who were trying to frame Pakistan in 
a terror plot.

In the episode, Priyanka, who plays 
Alex Parrish, is an anti-terrorist officer 
who plots a nuclear attack in Manhattan 
to frame Pakistan for it, just days before 
an India-Pakistan summit is to be held. 
The episode drew intense criticism from 
Indian fans.

“I’m extremely saddened and sorry 
that some sentiments have been hurt by 
a recent episode of ‘Quantico’. That was 
not and would never be my intention. I 
sincerely apologise. I’m a proud Indian 
and that will never change,” Priyanka 
tweeted on Sunday. 

According to reports, the episode 
titled “The Blood of Romeo”, aired on 
June 1. Priyanka’s character, FBI agent 
Alex Parrish, thwarts a terror plot just 
days before a summit between India 
and Pakistan is to be held.

During her investigations, Parr-
ish finds a religious Hindu symbol -- a 
Rudraksh chain -- on the neck of one 
of the suspects leading her to conclude 
that the plot was devised by Indian na-
tionalists to frame Pakistan in a nuclear 
terror attack.

The producers at the US network 

ABC Studios that airs the show also 
extended an apology on Saturday, say-
ing they regret stepping into “a complex 
political issue”, and they did not intend 
to offend anyone. 

The statement read: “ABC Studios 
and the executive producers of ‘Quan-
tico’ would like to extend an apology 
to our audience who were offended by 
the most recent episode, ‘The Blood of 
Romeo’. The episode has stirred a lot 
of emotion, much of which is unfairly 
aimed at Priyanka Chopra, who didn’t 
create the show, nor does she write or 
direct it. 

“She has no involvement in the 
casting of the show or the storylines 
depicted in the series.” 

They also stressed that “Quantico” is 
a work of fiction. 

“The show has featured antagonists 
of many different ethnicities and back-
grounds but in this case, we inadvert-
ently and regrettably stepped into a 
complex political issue. It was certainly 
not our intention to offend anyone,” the 
statement read further.

“Quantico” will not be getting a 
fourth season. The third season is on air 
in India on Star World. 

The cast also included Jake 
McLaughlin, Johanna Braddy, Russell 
Tovey, Alan Powell, Marlee Matlin and 
Blair Underwood.

IANS

Priyanka Chopra apologises 
for ‘Quantico’ episode

A
ctress Meg Ryan has spoken 
on being labelled “America’s 
Sweetheart” and leaving 
acting.

During the In Goop 
Health event here on 

Saturday, Gwyneth 
Paltrow and 

Meg Ryan, 
who was 

once 

dubbed “America’s Sweetheart”, talked 
about a wide range of topics, reports 
eonline.com.

Raising the topic of being “America’s 
Sweetheart”, Paltrow talked to Ryan 
about being pigeon-holed by society.

“You’re either intelligent or sexual or 
maternal, and I really feel like we’re at 
a time where those borders are com-
ing down, and it’s coming with a lot of 
cultural upheaval in a way.” 

For the most part, Ryan, who was 
married to actor Dennis Quaid back in 
her heyday from 1991 to 2001, “had a lot 
of fun”.

She continued: “I never wanted to 
be an actress. The whole idea of being a 
famous person... I felt like a witness to, 
I didn’t feel exactly in it, and I think that 
was a really good thing. I felt like a stu-
dent of it in a way, or that I was watch-
ing it in an anthropological way.”

The actress added: “Life is subtle, 
people are complex, and the world 
is obviously complex, and tabloid 
journalism and headlines, those are 
not. Tweets, those are not. When you 
get labelled anything like ‘America’s 

Sweetheart’, I didn’t even know what 
that meant. 

“Nora Ephron’s (‘When Harry Met 
Sally…’ director) parents wrote scripts 
in old Hollywood and there was such a 
thing as America’s Sweetheart in the ‘40s 
and she decided to say that about me 
one day and I remember thinking, ‘Is 
that good?’”

Paltrow remarked that it was a “con-
fining” title. 

Ryan added: “It doesn’t necessar-
ily imply that you’re smart or sexual or 
complicated or anything, it’s a label. 
And what can a label do but guess at 
you?”

As for her “quitting” acting, Ryan 
said that for a time she was being “very 
reactive instead of proactive”, reports 
eonline.com.

IANS

Twinkle Khanna working on a novel
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NASA’s Juno spacecraft captured this image of Jupiter shortly after completing its 12th close flyby of the planet on April 1, 
2018. (NASA/JPL-Caltech/SwRI/MSSS/Gerald Eichstad/Sean Doran)

Caleb Scharf | Aeon

The Little Sombrero galaxy NGC 7814. (Photo courtesy ESA/Hubble & NASA)

What if ET is an AI?

NASA extends Juno’s Jupiter 
mission until July 2021

AI matching human intelligence still 
decades away — CA research scientists

After centuries searching for extraterrestrial life, we might find that first contact is not with organic creatures at all

W
e have a problem. 
In a 10-billion-
year-old galaxy 
there should have 

been ample opportunity for at 
least one species to escape its 
own mess, and to spread across 
the stars, filling every niche. 
That this species doesn’t seem 
to have come calling leads to 
Fermi’s Paradox – if life isn’t 
impossibly rare, then where is 
everyone? Efforts to scan the 
skies for signs of intelligent life 
have come up blank too, add-
ing to the puzzle. Perhaps the 
vast gulfs of interstellar space 
and the narrow windows of 
time for communicative spe-
cies to exist within shouting 
distance of each other are to 
blame. Intelligences might be 
like small ships passing in the 
night in a vast ocean. Actual 
close encounters of any kind 
could be exceedingly unusual.

Another explanation for 
the great silence of the galaxy 
is that any surviving intelli-
gence out there is so different 
from us, so radically evolved, 
that we can’t even conceive of 
its forms or behaviours. As a 
consequence, actually detect-
ing and recognising it could be 
next to impossible. That’s a bit 
of a downer.

But there is also a possi-
bility that lies between such 
extremes and it might be the 
most probable of all. When 
our first encounter or detec-
tion finally occurs, it could be 
a machine intelligence that 
appears in our sights.

The idea is not truly new. 
Back in the 1940s, the math-
ematician John von Neumann 
explored the possibilities of 
non-biological, self-replicating 
systems steeped in computa-
tion but requiring no operating 
minds. Later on, in the 1980s, 
others expanded on this con-
cept by considering the real 
engineering needs for autono-
mous, replicating, space-faring 
devices; these machines would 
be able to roam the Universe, 
finding raw materials to build 
more and more of themselves, 
creating the infrastructure for 
energy from space or human 
settlement among the stars.

It would require a more 
complex mission still for such 
devices to have true artificial 
intelligence (AI). What would 
that purpose be, and what kind 
of AI is such a machine likely 
to have? An encounter with an 
alien machine could help us 
unravel this puzzle.

One possibility is that this 

machine is super-capable, 
exceeding our human capac-
ity for cognitive or analytical 
tasks. Such an AI might be ex-
ceedingly hard to understand, 
either in terms of its underly-
ing motivation or because of 
practical barriers of commu-
nication bandwidth. For this 
device, talking to us might be 
like talking to an infant. Or 
trying to discuss the collected 
works of Shakespeare using 
pictographs. An alien system 
optimised for processing vast 
data streams might not even 
be able to downgrade its pace 
enough to notice that we’re 
trying to talk, whether we use 
technology or not.

An extraterrestrial (ET) AI 
could also be seriously in-
timidating and scary simply 
because of its machine na-
ture: a thing animated from 
non-living pieces, just like 
the classic tale of the golem 
moulded from clay or mud. By 
comparison, while a biologi-
cal alien might be shocking, it 
would surely have some traits 
in common with us. We could 
convince ourselves that evo-
lution leads to recognisable, 
even sympathetic behaviours 
and intentions. An artificial 
entity need not follow all of 
those evolutionary rules, tak-
ing alienness to a whole other 
level.

Encountering an alien 
AI would not only point to 
our own possible future, but 
also prompt a curious shift in 
our worldview. When Nico-
laus Copernicus proposed in 
the 1500s that the Earth was 
not central in any way to the 
Universe, he set in motion 
the development of a critical 
scientific idea: that there is 
nothing cosmically special 
or significant about us. But 
meeting an ET-AI could turn 
that realisation on its head: if 
the only intelligence we meet 
is machine in nature, then we 
would be special, after all.

If we do meet an AI in our 
cosmological jaunt, it prob-
ably won’t be conscious in the 
full sense of the word. In fact, 
I think we’d find ourselves 
facing something akin to a 
‘savant’ intelligence – a whiz 
at specific tasks, but otherwise 
extremely limited in its capaci-
ties.

A recent example right here 
on Earth is Google’s AlphaGo 
Master, a system that plays 
the board game Go, and learns 
some of its skills by exposure 
to vast catalogues of human-
played games. Within a year 
of its inception, it began out-

doing the world’s highest-
ranking human Go players. 
Next came an evolved system 
called AlphaGo Zero. In 40 
days of training, without re-
course to data from historical 
games, this new AI made itself 
better than its silicon ancestor, 
and better than any living hu-
man. Now, yet another variant, 
AlphaZero, has taken a mere 
24 hours to train itself and 
beat a modestly trained itera-
tion of AlphaGo Zero – as well 
as topping other systems at 
playing both chess and Shogi, 
sometimes known as Japanese 
chess. If you read interviews 
with expert players, you’ll see 
that these machines don’t even 
play like humans, their strate-
gies are alien and seemingly 
unfathomable.

These Alphas are the epito-
me of a savant machine. Such 
AIs will help us answer a host 
of scientific problems that are 
presently on the hairy edge of 
tractability. The researchers 
behind the Alpha systems are 
already talking about the puz-
zle of protein-folding – how 
chains of amino acids twist, 
gyrate and fold into structures 
with essential biological util-
ity. The underlying molecu-
lar rules are understood but 
predicting what a particular 
recipe will give you is currently 
extremely difficult. It certainly 
sounds like a job for some fu-
ture AlphaFold Zero.

Or take other pieces of 
modern science. Cosmologi-
cal simulations or climate and 
weather predictions are all 
driven by physics phenomena 
such as gravitation, fluid dy-
namics and thermodynamics. 
Computer codes digitise these 

phenomena, calculating bil-
lions of iterations of forces and 
movements. But these com-
putations are still hemmed 
in by processor speeds and 
precision. Deep-learning self-
taught AIs might turn out 
to do better as quantitative 
soothsayers than those intense 
numerical simulations – pres-
ently bounded by their com-
paratively plodding, system-
atic approaches. A machine’s 
savant intuition might be able 
to skip across compute cycles, 
‘seeing’ what the answer will 
be in a probabilistic sense, 
rather than painstakingly re-
producing a pixelated version 
of it. Similarly, a machine’s sa-
vant intuition might be applied 
to the root process of scientific 
deduction and discovery itself. 
The possibilities are yet to 
be much explored, but they 
could be extraordinary. Savant 
machines could turn out to be 
simply so useful, so revolution-
ary in expanding our capacity 
for discovery and exploration, 
that there’s little initial motiva-
tion to seek anything fancier.
A cosmos filled with worlds 

offers millions, billions, even 
trillions of natural test tubes
If this pattern of machine de-
velopment is happening for 
us, it could represent a pattern 
that happens across the cos-
mos to influence the nature 
of cosmic exploration itself. 
Savant AIs would become the 
ultimate tools for allowing 
biological life to reach across 
interstellar distances: more 
robust than biology, and not 
smart enough to raise ethical 
concerns about being sent off 
to roam the cosmos according 
to our scientific whims. Pro-

pelling millions of these inves-
tigators into space would be 
an inevitable step. They could 
be sent to other stars and plan-
etary systems, and designed to 
recognise the most interesting 
characteristics of these places, 
from astrophysics to the pres-
ence of life. These machines 
would reflect the motivations 
of their biological creators; 
perhaps simple curiosity, per-
haps something more.

Another compelling rea-
son for savant machines to 
be roaming the cosmos arises 
from thinking about how to 
build more general, more pow-
erful AIs. It might be that a gen-
eral AI system can be built out 
of lots of smaller savant AIs, 
each taking on some specific, 
difficult cognitive task, but 
linked together. That linkage 
could be very localised or quite 
spread out like the architecture 
of biological neural circuits. 
There’s the face-recognising 
savant, the natural-language 
savant, the calculus-savant, 
the tax-evading savant. One 
could then imagine an AI 
whose job is to learn how to 
combine savant AIs into some-
thing akin to a general intel-
ligence – establishing a nursery 
for machine consciousness 
run from on-high.

The most challenging task 
for a nursery-room AI would 
be how to expose its collective 
of savants to the complexity of 
the real-world environment. 
Nature isn’t just about meet-
ing fixed goals; it’s full of noise, 
randomness and trillions upon 
trillions of interacting pieces. 
For example, from the very 
instant an embryo forms, it 
is exposed to constant varia-

tion. First just a few cells, it 
senses the world purely from 
a molecular point of view. As 
the embryo develops organs 
to register light, sound, touch 
and smell, the portals to expe-
rience – and their complexity 
– expand.

In short, the way for a spe-
cies to make a better AI is to 
let that AI and its components 
explore the messy Universe. As 
complex and nourishing as a 
single planet can be, a cosmos 
filled with worlds offers mil-
lions, billions, even trillions of 
natural test tubes, each with its 
own tale of natural selection 
and chance. Spreading savant 
AI pieces across the stars offers 
a way to exploit these endless 
natural experiments and sen-
sory inputs.

The path towards better 
AI might parallel biological 
evolution only in superficial 
ways. Consider the raw devel-
opment of a human brain. The 
core process appears to be a 
one-shot effort. It starts with 
stem cells racing up an initial 
structure called a neural tube 
at a rate of 15 million every 
hour and hooking together 
in a developing embryo. That 
prodigious assembly of the 
brain is followed by learn-
ing – the brain is shaped and 
pruned as experience creates 
our unique path through life. 
Although we’re incredibly flex-
ible, and capable of absorbing 
and mastering all sorts of skills 
and knowledge, as individuals 
we are also, sadly, constrained 
by whatever genetic hand we 
were dealt. And, in truth, while 
we can all keep learning and 
changing, we seldom develop 
any miraculous new talents 
during our lifetimes.

A machine might not be 
as constrained, especially if 
critical pieces are out explor-
ing the cosmos and have been 
designed to evolve into some-
thing new. Savant compo-
nents of a larger intelligence 
might come and go in an ever-
changing pick-and-mix. Some 
cognitive skills might be useful 
in certain contexts but could 
simply get in the way in other 
situations. In other words, 
machine-based intelligence 
could be highly fluid, change-
able and, most of all, rapidly 
evolvable. As a consequence, 
what could be lurking out 
there in the cosmos is a vast 
and diverse zoo of AIs.

We might be incapable of 
registering the presence of 
billion-year-old machine 

savants

In a sense, such AIs parallel the 
microbial machines that are at 
the core of life on Earth – form-
ing the smallest units of intelli-
gence to traverse the Universe, 
and ultimately combining 
together, as the evolutionary 
biologist Lynn Margulis posed, 
to create multicellular crea-
tures, larger entities and con-
sciousness itself. In fact, long 
after a biological species has 
faded away amid the relentless 
torrent of natural selection, or 
self-destruction, this type of 
machine will remain.

AI beyond Earth might 
be hard to recognise. Just as 
someone living on the steppe 
in 12th-century Mongolia 
would find a self-driving car 
both magical and meaningless, 
we might be quite incapable of 
registering or interpreting the 
presence of billion-year-old 
machine savants. Equally, sa-
vant machines might not be 
actively seeking to talk to us, or 
any other intelligences.

But a recognisable encoun-
ter with even one savant ma-
chine would indeed change 
everything. It would tell us 
that the galaxy is awash with 
intelligence, and could suggest 
that our future might be one 
of a vestigial, fading biologi-
cal presence. Most of all, this 
discovery would tell us that 
we might currently be the only 
natural minds consciously 
aware of these facts. That’s 
because the biology that could 
produce AI explorers would 
likely evolve or go extinct on 
timescales far shorter than the 
persistence of these interstel-
lar machines, and we already 
live in a galaxy that is 10 billion 
years old.

Finding an AI-ET could 
unlock our own cosmic explo-
ration by lighting a path for-
ward. It might also offer insight 
into the nature of its creators, 
those ancestral intelligences, 
presumably in biological form. 
Exactly what this investigative 
process would look like is ex-
tremely hard to imagine. Even 
a single savant AI might not 
come in one physical package 
but rather a swarm of tinier 
components incredibly hard 
to digest. However, let’s as-
sume that by interrogation or 
literal disassembly we eventu-
ally solve the mystery of the 
AI-ET’s origins. We might find 
evidence of an organic species 
like us – or we might discover 
only machines all the way 
down.

(Caleb Scharf is director 
of astrobiology at Columbia 

University in New York.)

Washington, June 9 (IANS): 
With NASA’s Juno spacecraft 
needing more time to gather 
the mission’s required data, the 
US space agency has decided 
to extend its science operations 
until July 2021, making way for 
the probe to spend three more 
years in orbit around Jupiter.

Juno is in 53-day orbits 
rather than 14-day orbits as 
initially planned because of a 
concern about valves on the 
spacecraft’s fuel system. 

This longer orbit means 
that it will take more time to 
collect the needed science data.

Scientists hope that the 
extension of the spacecraft’s 
operations will enable the mis-
sion to achieve its primary sci-
ence objectives. 

The end of prime opera-
tions is now expected in July 

2021, with data analysis and 
mission close-out activities 
continuing into 2022, NASA 
said in a statement this week.

An approval for the exten-
sion of the mission was expect-
ed as an independent panel of 
experts confirmed in April that 
Juno is on track to achieve its 
science objectives and is already 
returning spectacular results. 

The Juno spacecraft and all 
instruments are healthy and 
operating nominally, NASA 
said, adding that the agency 
decided to fund the Juno probe 
through fiscal year 2022.

“With these funds, not only 
can the Juno team continue to 
answer long-standing ques-
tions about Jupiter that first 
fuelled this exciting mission, 
but they’ll also investigate new 
scientific puzzles motivated by 

their discoveries thus far,” said 
Thomas Zurbuchen, Associ-
ate Administrator for NASA’s 
Science Mission Directorate in 
Washington, DC. 

“With every additional or-
bit, both scientists and citizen 
scientists will help unveil new 
surprises about this distant 
world,” Zurbuchen added. 

Launched in August 2011 
with an aim to improve our 
understanding of the solar 
system’s beginnings by reveal-
ing the origin and evolution 
of Jupiter, the Juno spacecraft 
arrived at the largest planet of 
our solar system in July 2016.

Scientists planned to have 
Juno complete 32 of the 14-day 
science orbits through February of 
this year, when its prime mission 
was scheduled to be over, Space-
flight Now reported on Friday.

Santa Clara (California), June 
10 (IANS): Artificial Intel-
ligence (AI) is still decades 
away in matching human 
intelligence, despite major 
advances, according to scien-
tists at CA technologies who 
are involved in cutting-edge 
research.

“On true general intel-
ligence there has been a lot 
of work, but the whole scien-
tific community agrees that 
it will take a very long term 
before we reach it. It will take 
decades,” said Victor Muntes-
Mulero, Vice President of Stra-
tegic Research at CA technolo-
gies, on the sidelines of the 
company’s “Built to Change 
Summit” here.

Muntes-Mulero, who is 
part of the Advance Deep 
Dive Research initiative of 
CA, said that there was “still 
a long path to get there”, and 
in between there has to be a 
lots and lots of work done on 
various aspects of intelligence. 
Maria Valez-Rojas, Research 
Scientist with the Deep Dive 
Research, said that the safety 
issues coming up in robotics, 
and the need to solve all of 
them, mean that it’s not going 
to happen in the near future.

Many leading commenta-
tors have mentioned from 
time to time that human in-
telligence in machines is less 
than a decade away. Scientists 
now realise that making ma-
chines is easy, but bringing 
in the whole gamut of eth-
ics, human rights and social 
construct would be difficult 
to imbed.

In this context, Muntes-
Mulero said that they were 

researching how to make AI 
behave ethically, adding that 
some intelligent software 
recently turned out to be 
wrong. For example, Google 
Translate often became sexist 
when translating sentences, 
say from Turkish into Eng-
lish, stating: “He’s an engi-
neer or she’s a nurse,” when 
the original did not imply a 
gender. Similarly, AI delivery 
systems often discriminated 
against residences of people 
of colour.

“You would like AI to do 
what you intend it to do, but 
sometimes it can behave un-
expectedly,” he said, adding 
that Alexa or Siri can take 
non-human instructions from 
audio in television and deliver 
results which are unintended. 
“Your Apple watch can be 
hacked to get your passwords 
by motion detection as you 
type them into the laptop,” 
he said.

Human speech and sense 
of fairness and human rights 
issues were important, but 
it would take a while before 
machines are taught to dis-
cern them. In this context, he 
quoted the CEO of Facebook, 
Mark Zuckerberg, who said 
that it was easier for AI to 
discern the image of a nipple 
than to detect hate speech.

Muntes-Mulero said that 
things got more complicated 
when you realised that there 
was no single definition of 
fairness or social rules and 
that they sometimes differed 
from country to country. De-
fining all this mathematically 
was a challenging task in itself, 
he added. But it was their goal, 

in research, to create a better 
world by ensuring fairness 
and appreciation of human 
rights in AI.

Valez-Rojas, who’s working 
on “cobotics”, or human col-
laboration with robotics, said 
that the new era of interaction 
with robots is coming where 
they will collaborate “not to 
replace us, but to help with our 
jobs”. She said AI will eventu-
ally help robots to understand 
the human environment. She 
said the interaction can lead 
to problems because “humans 
are so unpredictable”. 

Also, it would take a lot of 
effort to teach robots how to 
differentiate between con-
cepts. “When you tell a robot 
to ‘clean up the mess’, it might 
proceed beyond the coffee 
spilled on the floor and wipe 
out the massive calculations 
that you have done the whole 
week on the blackboard. Be-
cause that may mean ‘mess’ 
for it.”

She said that humans have 
moved on from robots which 
did repetitive work to con-
trolled robots like drones to 
somewhat intelligent ones like 
those that could walk across 
the room and avoid obstacles 
on their own. “Finally, we have 
to make robots that can be-
have autonomously and help 
humans in their jobs,” she 
added.

Steven Greenspan, Re-
search Scientist, explained 
that much research was being 
done at CA on security and 
privacy which are the top 
concerns in the world now. 
He said that General Data Pro-
tection Regulation (GDPR), 

recently passed in Europe, had 
far-reaching consequences for 
not only companies there, but 
almost any company in the 
world which did business with 
Europe.

He said CA was working 
on products where the re-
quirements are embedded 
into them so that companies 
do not have to be experts in 
understanding what GDPR 
requires. The thrust of the 
new regulations provides that 
the individual is the owner of 
the data and can decide who 
it should be shared with and 
can take it back whenever he 
or she so desires.

He said access control has 
its problem since passwords 
can be cracked, hacked or 
stolen. In this context he said 
they were doing research on 
“behavioural markers” which 
would better identify the per-
son using any software. “We 
can figure out how you type 
or what your pattern of walk is 
with your mobile, even if you 
are erratic in your behaviour,” 
he said.

“Even if you go out for 
lunch or sometimes skip 
lunch to work through, it’s all 
unique. If you step out after 
logging in, and someone else 
comes and uses the system, 
we can know. Even if you al-
low someone else to use your 
system, we can figure out,” he 
said, adding that using these 
behaviour markers they had 
been able to get correct iden-
tification of over 95 per cent. 
The research is also looking 
into whether they identify 
where intent changes in a per-
son, from benign to malicious.
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India thrash Kenya to lift 
Intercontinental Cup

Argentina preparations rocked by results, controversy and injury

Colombian full-back Fabra out 
of World Cup with knee injury

Spain's Aspas says fans' scoring expectations too high

Nadal clinches 11th French Open title

Indian players celebrate with India skipper Sunil Chhetri after he scored the first goal against Kenya in the Hero International Cup football 
finals, in Mumbai on Sunday, June, 10.

PTI

Training in the rain has been the least of Argentina's concerns in a turbulent World Cup build-up.

Frank Fabra

Iago Aspas

Spain's Rafael Nadal returns a backhands to Austria's Dominic 
Thiem during the men's final match of the French Open tennis 
tournament at the Roland Garros stadium on Sunday, June 10 in 
Paris.

AP/PTI

Mumbai, June 10 (IANS): 
Skipper Sunil Chhetri con-
tinued his superb form, 
striking a brace as India 
thrashed Kenya 2-0 to 
clinch the Intercontinental 
Cup at the Mumbai Foot-
ball Arena here on Sunday.

Chhetri, who scored 
in the eighth and 29th 
minutes to hand India a 
convincing victory, also 
equalled Argentina's Li-
onel Messi's tally of 64 

international goals, mak-
ing him the joint-second 
active international goal-
scorer behind Portugal's 
Cristiano Ronaldo (81 
goals).

With the stadium jam-
packed with Indian fans, 
the hosts started on an 
aggressive note as they 
penetrated the Kenyan 
defense twice in the first 
minute.

The hosts took an ear-

ly lead when a free kick 
from Anirudh Thapa was 
flicked perfectly by skip-
per Sunil Chhetri into the 
net.

After conceding the 
goal, Kenya regrouped 
and started to counter-
attack. Jockins Atudo, who 
scored twice in the last 
match, was not too effec-
tive on Sunday thanks to 
some brilliant marking by 
the Indian defenders.

Unpetrubed by the 
Kenyan pressing, India 
continued playing of-
fensively and as a result 
Chhetri scored with a su-
perb finish just before the 
half hour mark to double 
India's lead.

Defender Anas Eda-
thodika lofted a long ball 
and Chhetri beat the off-
side trap to chest-trap the 
ball before slamming an 
accurate left-footer low 

Bronnitsy (Russia), June 
10 (AFP): Lionel Messi's 
Argentina must quick-
ly refocus after finding 
themselves at the centre 
of an Israel-Palestinian 
spat over the cancellation 
of a World Cup warm-
up match following an 
unconvincing qualifying 
campaign.

The game against Isra-
el, planned for Saturday in 
Jerusalem, was called off 
on Tuesday after a cam-
paign by the Palestinians 
following its relocation 
from the northern city of 
Haifa.

Palestinians were al-
ready angered by US Pres-
ident Donald Trump's 
transfer of the US em-
bassy from Tel Aviv to Je-
rusalem in May, which 
sparked protests in Gaza 
in which dozens of Pales-
tinians were killed.

Argentina's prepara-
tions for Russia 2018 -- 
which could be 30-year-
old Messi's last World 
Cup -- have also been dis-
rupted by a serious injury 
that has ruled out West 

HOME TURF 
Nagaland Athletics Association 
to conduct coaching camp

FIA-Taekwondo belt grading held

Veteran badminton tourney 
concludes

Dimapur, June 10 (EMN): The Nagaland Athletics 
Association in a press note informed that it is con-
ducting a summer coaching camp (men) for The 
National Games from July 2 till the 21st at Sports 
Training Center, Dimapur. The following selected 
athletes are requested to report on July 2. For more 
information one can contact the following phone 
numbers: 9077224943 and 9856000248

1. Seluokuolie Kire - Shot Put
2. Dupisa Pucho - 800 m
3. Khrielasakuo Keretsü - Discus throw
4. Ato Chütso - High jump
5. Khrietseizo Khezhie - Discus throw
6. Nekhoto Tunyi - 100 m
7. Luzio Venuh - High jump
8. Venuzo Dawhuo - Discus throw
9. Verohü Rahoyi - Javelin
10. Melevo Rose - Shot Put
11. Mulusayi Medeo - 800 m
12. Rongsenmeren - 100 m
13. Widambo Rentta - 400 m
14. Moalong Jamir - Long jump
15. Shilu Temjen - Javelin
16. Longshithung Ovung - 5000 m
17. Pache Khiam - 5000 m
18. N.Puchong - 1500 m

Dimapur, June 10 (EMN): Faith in Action Taekwon-
do Academy in a press note through its founder/
director Deep Kumar stated that 79 players from 
Charis High Academy, Vision Home Higher Second-
ary School, St. Joseph University, Paranabanada 
Women College and Immanuel Hall, Y. Zhimo 
Colony appeared their colour belt grading on Sat. 
June 9 at Faith in Action Taekwondo Academy’s 
Headquarter, Dimapur.

The grading was conducted by Master Deep 
Kumar, International Instructor and examiner un-
der the curriculum of Kukkiwon, World Taekwondo 
Headquarter, South Korea.  

Out of the 79 players, Niuka K. Yeptho, Khekato 
Zhimomi, Deepika Rani Dhar of Immanuel Hall, 
Amunu Assumi, Vikito K. Achumi of Charis High 
Academy, Dorito M. Kips, Pukhuto K. Shohe, Ti-
noto Achumi of St. Joseph University, H. Eather, S. 
Yimjila, Tinumeren and Poonish Chhetri of Vision 
Home Higher Secondary School got double promo-
tion for their outstanding performances.

Kohima, June 10 (EMN): The two-day 4th All Na-
galand Open Veteran and Sub-veteran Badminton 
Tournament conducted under the theme ‘Health is 
Wealth’ concluded on Sat. June 9 at the Indoor Bad-
minton Stadium, Kohima. 78 players from different 
districts vied for the championship in five events 
categories: 35+, 40+, 45+, 50+ and 55+. The biennial 
tournament was organised by Kohima-based club, 
Capital Shuttlers. 

Below are the lists of winners under different 
categories.

Category Winner                                                    
   35+  Molung and Raju
   40+ Molung and Nochet
   45+ Arep and Temsu
   50+ N Wati and Temjen
   55+ CT Jamir and N Wati  

FIFA WORLD CUP

3 DAYS TO GO
RUSSIA 2018

Ham midfielder Manuel 
Lanzini.

Despite the troubled 
build-up, Argentina team 
official Omar Souto talked 
up the training base in 
Bronnitsy, 50 kilometres 
(30 miles) southeast of 

Moscow, after their arrival 
on Saturday

"I have been at five 
World Cups and this is the 
best base camp," Souto 
told AFP.

"It has everything, the 
rooms are comfortable, 

the coaching staff has its 
place... there's never been 
a place like this for the 
national team."

Argentina suffered the 
crushing disappointment 
of losing to Germany in 
the 2014 World Cup final 

Bogota, June 10 (PTI/
AFP): Colombia defend-
er Frank Fabra has been 
ruled out of a maiden 
World Cup with a serious 
knee injury hours before 
the South Americans were 
scheduled to travel to their 
team base in Kazan, the 

Colombian football fed-
eration said on Saturday.

T h e  Bo c a  Ju n i o r s 
left-back suffered a "rup-
tured anterior cruciate 
ligament" (ACL) in his left 
knee during a training ses-
sion in Italy, the federation 
said in a statement.

Krasnodar (Russia), June 
10 (IANS): Forward Iago 
Aspas on Sunday said that 
the Spanish football team 
suffered from fans' expec-
tations of high-scoring 
wins in its last two friend-
lies against Switzerland 
and Tunisia ahead of the 
2018 FIFA World Cup.

Aspas, who scored the 
winner for Spain in Sat-
urday's 1-0 victory over 
Tunisia, said supporters 
wanted his national team 
to net eight goals against 
Sw i t ze r l a n d  a n d  1 0 
against Tunisia, after the 
6-1 win over Argentina in 
a friendly on March 27, 
reports Efe. "Sometimes 
we do not give such im-
portance to the victories, 
although it is true that the 
fans want Spain to have 
high-scoring wins after 

in Brazil and had pain-
ful losses, both times to 
Chile, in back-to-back 
Copa America finals in 
2015 and 2016.

Their troubled World 
Cup qualifying campaign 
resulted in the departure 
of coach Edgardo Bauza, 
with Jorge Sampaoli draft-
ed in as an emergency 
replacement in May last 
year.

Argentina,  drawn 
against Iceland, Croatia 
and Nigeria in Group D, 
are short of recent match 
practice ahead of their 
opening match against 
Euro 2016 surprise pack-
age Iceland on Saturday.

A 4-0 win against 
104th-ranked Haiti in 
May was their only out-
ing since a humiliating 
6-1 loss to Spain in March.

Sampaoli's side boast 
an impressive set of for-
wards, with the manager 
able to call on the likes 
of Angel Di Maria, Gon-
zalo Higuain and Sergio 
Aguero.

But they struggled 
badly on the road to 

Russia, only securing an 
automatic spot in their 
final qualification game 
against Ecuador thanks 
to a Messi hat-trick.

Despite their attack-
ing riches, Sampaoli's 
side only scored 19 goals 
in 18 South American 
qualifying matches, fin-
ishing third behind Brazil 
and Uruguay.

Lanzini ruptured the 
anterior cruciate liga-
ment in his right knee 
during training on Fri-
day, forcing him out of 
the tournament, follow-
ing the earlier injury-
enforced withdrawal of 
Manchester United goal-
keeper Sergio Romero.

A starter during Ar-
gentina's final warm-
up game against Haiti, 
Lanzini looked to have 
gained favour with Sam-
paoli.

River Plate midfield-
er Enzo Perez is set to 
replace Lanzini in Ar-
gentina's 23-man World 
Cup squad, the country's 
football association said 
on Saturday.   

"I fought, I worked hard 
and tried to get better... but 
now my heart is broken into 
a million little pieces," Fab-
ra lamented in a message 
on his Instagram account.

According to medical 
experts, Fabra's recovery 
will take bertween four and 
six months.

Fabra will be replaced 
in Jose Pekerman's squad 
"in the coming hours" by 
one of Colombia's reserve 
players -- most likely to be 
left-sided defender Farid 
Diaz, who plays for Olimpia 
in Paraguay. Colombia will 
start their Group H cam-
paign against Japan on June 
19 in Saransk before then 
facing Poland and Senegal.

the Argentina match," the 
forward reiterated.

Aspas pointed out that 
Spain played friendlies 
against good rivals, which 
played big games and per-
formed well.

He stressed that he 
wants to do his best with 
his national team to con-

tribute to scoring goals 
and making assists to help 
Spain win every game.

Spain, who will com-
pete in Group B along with 
Portugal, Iran and Mo-
rocco, are set to play their 
first tie at the 2018 World 
Cup against Portugal on 
June 15.

Paris, June 10 (IANS): Ra-
fael Nadal of Spain pow-
ered past Austrian Domi-
nic Thiem in straight sets 
to clinch his record-ex-
tending 11th men's sin-
gles title at the French 
Open tennis champion-
ships here on Sunday.

Following his 6-4, 6-3, 
6-2 victory, Nadal be-
came the second player 
in history to have won 11 
singles titles at any Grand 
Slam event after Margaret 
Court, who won 11 Aus-
tralian Open titles, report-
ed Xinhua news agency.  
He also became the first 
player in the Open Era 
to have won 11 titles at 
three different Tour-level 
events, as he had done at 
ATP Monte-Carlo Masters 
and Barcelona Open.

Nadal, who led 6-3 in 
previous head-to-heads, 
broke Thiem's service in 
the second game, before 
the Austrian had his own 
response to tie at 2-all 
through a break.

Thiem was the only 
player to have defeated 
Nadal on clay prior to 
Roland Garros for the 
second straight year, and 
his quarterfinal victory 
over Nadal at the Madrid 
Masters snapped the 
Spaniard's 50-set winning 
streak on clay.

He displayed his lethal 
weapon of single-handed 
backhand, while being 
troubled by unfavorable 
performance on his first 
serves, conceding the first 
set 6-4.

Thiem already suf-
fered four double faults 
despite four aces at the 
start of the second set, 
while Nadal maintained 

into the far corner.
The desperate Ke-

nyans kept on creating at-
tacks at regular intervals 
but were let tried down by 
poor finishing.

Bernard Oginga, who 
enjoyed a lot of ball pos-
session, struggled to beat 
the Indian defenders and 
also received a yellow 
card for his efforts.

Kenya started the sec-
ond half on an attacking 
note as Otieno Ochieng 
almost netted the first 
goal for Kenya with a vi-
ciously curling long rang-
er. But Indian goalkepper 
Gurpreet Sandhu pulled 
off an excellent diving 
save to keep out the bril-
liant effort.

In the 60th minute, 
Kenya was unfortunate 
to miss another chance as 
another long range effort 
from Ochieng failed to 
beat Gurpreet, who used 
both his fists to punch the 
ball out.

The visitors were once 
again was on the verge of 
opening their account in 
the 71st minute but Den-
nis Odhiambo failed to 
get past Sandhu.

There was no stop-
ping for Sandhu tonight 
as the keeper saved yet 
again six-minutes later off 
Ochieng's strike.

The final few minutes 
saw India desperately 
defend their citadel and 
making a string of substi-
tutions.

all of his serves in the sec-
ond set to move a step 
further at 6-3.

Thiem save  three 
break points to hold his 
service into the third set, 
but the "King of Clay" re-
sponded by fully exhibit-
ing his powerful forehand 
for astute winners.

The Austr ian was 
hampered by his many 
unforced errors after long 
rallies. Nadal finished an-
other break in the third 
game to move in front, 
while injuring his left 
middle finger midway 
through the fourth game. 

He continued his mo-
mentum following the 
medical timeout, and 
managed to convert his 
fifth match point on 
Thiem's poor backhand 
in the eighth game.

After claiming his 17th 

career Grand Slam title, 
Nadal is set to retain his 
top position at the latest 
ATP rankings ahead of 
arch rival Roger Federer.

"It's amazing, I can't 
describe my feelings 
because it's not even a 
dream to win here 11 
times. It's impossible to 
think something like this," 
he said after the win.

"(The final) It was the 
best match tournament 
of me. It was important 
because Dominic is a very 
aggressive player. I had 
a tough moment in the 
third set when I got cramp 
in my hand. I was very 
scared."

Thiem, who had al-
ready recorded his best re-
sult at Grand Slams with a 
final appearance in Paris, 
will rise to No. 7 on world 
rankings.


