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Power outage in Chumukedima on June 12
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Wanted gangster Rajesh Bharti 
among 4 killed in Delhi shootout 

Dimapur police sounds alert
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bilateral ties after Wuhan summit

Unpaid SSA teachers justify agitationTwo men lynched on 
suspicion of being 
child lifters in Assam

Diphu (Assam), June 9 
(PTI): Two men, suspect-
ed of being child lifters, 
were lynched by uniden-
tified people in Assam's 
Karbi Anglong district, 
police said here today.

Nilotpal Das (29), a 
sound engineer based in 
Mumbai and his friend 
Abhijeet Nath (30), a 
businessman had gone to 
the picnic spot Kangthi-
langso in Karbi Anglong 
the previous night to cap-
ture the sounds of nature, 
they said.

On their way back, 
the duo was stopped by 
some villagers at Panjuri, 
pulled out of the car and 
thrashed on suspicion of 
being child lifters, they 

added.
In a video of the inci-

dent that was circulated 
on social media, the duo 
can be seen pleading for 
their lives and trying to 
explain to the livid crowd 
that they were Assamese 
but to no avail.

As the police reached 
the spot, the seriously 
injured duo was rushed 
to a hospital but died on 
the way.

T h e  p o l i c e  h a v e 
l a u n c h e d  a  m a s s i v e 
search operation to nab 
the culprits on the basis 
of the video. No arrests 
have been made so far, 
they said. 

The district admin-
istration authorities are 

camping in the area and 
holding talks with the 
villagers.

Both Das and Nath's 
parents are on their way 
to Karbi Anglong from 
Guwahati where they 
reside. The bodies will 
be handed over to them 
after conducting post-
mortem, police added.

Meanwhile, the leader 
of the opposition in the 
state assembly, Deba-
brata Saikia condemned 
the lynching and called 
it yet another instance of 
the state's government's 
"utter failure" to main-
tain law and order.

Saikia also demanded 
a judicial enquiry into the 
incident.

Dimapur, June 9 (EMN): The de-
partment of Power has informed 
that there will be a power shut-
down on June 12, Tuesday, from 
6 AM to 10 AM at Chumukedima 
town, Patkai College area; and areas 
under Chumukedima village and 
Tenyiphe. 

“The shutdown has been ne-
cessitated to carry out tree trim-
ming and jungle clearance in these 

areas. The concerned (sic) colony 
and village authorities are also 
requested to trim/cut trees that 
are near the power lines in their 
respective localities. This should 
however be done strictly within the 
shutdown period in order to avoid 
any accident,” read a statement 
from the establishment of the elec-
trical division at Chumukedima on 
Saturday.

New Delhi, June 9 (IANS): Want-
ed criminal Rajesh Bharti and 
his three accomplices were 
gunned down by the Delhi 
Police's Special Cell in south 
Delhi's Chattarpur area on Sat-
urday, police said.

Eight policemen and a gang-
ster were also injured in the 
shootout as the Special Cell en-
gaged with the gang for nearly 
25 minutes early in the day. 
Some 40-50 shots were fired 
during the shootout.

Acting on a tip-off, a trap 
was laid that led to the killing 
of four criminals. Police teams 
intercepted criminals at Chan-
darhaulla village when they 
were travelling in two SUVs.

Rajesh Bharti, a notorious 
gangster of Haryana who was 
leading Kranti gang and of late 
had become active in Delhi, 
was on way to a farm house in 
Chandarhaulla village, along 
with his accomplices. The Spe-
cial Cell officials suspect they 

were operating from that farm 
house. The police were keeping 
an eye on their activities for last 
six-seven months.

Bharti, wanted in several 
cases, had escaped from the 
custody of Haryana Police. 
The gang had been involved 
in many cases of murder, loot, 
dacoity, carjacking, kidnapping 
and extortion.

The police have recovered 
five firearms, including two 
Star pistols, a revolver and two 
regular pistols. Besides, a large 
number of cartridges were also 
recovered from their posses-
sion.

The eight injured police 
personnel include Constable 
Girdhari, who received a bullet 
injury in his neck and is admit-
ted in AIIMS. The other injured 
policemen are constables Gird-
har and Gurdeep Singh, and 
ASIs Krishna Kumar, Raj Singh, 
Bijender Kumar, Hari Chand 
and Jagat Singh.

Dimapur, June 9 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Sar va 
Shiksha Abhiyan Teach-
ers’ Association (NS-
SATA) has stated that the 
group's ‘fight is based 
on government creden-
tials and therefore not 
beyond the democratic 
norms as alleged by the 
government.’

A statement from the 
association on Satur-
day stated that the SSA 
teachers of the 2010 and 
2013 batches were ap-
pointed as regular state 
employees, based on 
advertisements and by 
open recruitment. 

“The appointment 
order clearly mentioned 
that the teachers will be 
endowed with a scale 
pay and ‘with all other 
allowances/rates pre-
scribed by the govern-
ment of Nagaland from 
time to time with effect 
from the date of join-
ing,’” it stated.

The association cit-

ed an RTI reply from 
the state government in 
which the latter report-
edly stated that ‘the post 
creation is not done by 
SSA, it is a government 
of Nagaland undertak-
ing. Hence, teachers are 
appointed on regular 
basis and their service 
is not co-terminus with 
SSA project.’

“Therefore, the agi-
tation is in demand of 
what is rightfully ours 
basing on the appoint-
ment terms, with all 
service benefits deemed 
right for a state regular 
government employee. 
In regard to pay and 
related allowances, we 
have been enjoying all 
other benefits as that 
of the regular state em-
ployees since the date 
of  appointment and 
along with it, deduction 
of 10% NPS of the total 
emolument, GIS and 
professional tax are also 
made regularly. 

“Therefore, connect-
ing the NSSATA mat-
ter with irregularities of 
a centrally sponsored 
flagship programme will 
not solve the mounting 
problem,” it stated. 

On the demand for 
implementation of 7th 
RoP “and also demand 
for salary from the state 
non-plan budget,” it 
stated that those were 
“made in line with reg-
ular state employees 
based on a government 
order vide No.  C&S/
SE&SCERT/MISC/2016 
where it said, ‘the in-
clusion of salary of SSA 
teachers under Non-
P l a n  s h a l l  b e  t a k e n 
up at the appropriate 
time as and when the 
central ly  sponsored 
scheme of SSA comes 
to an end.’”

According to the NS-
SATA, it was ‘very much 
aware that the solution 
to our demands require 
certain formalities and 

we have been informed 
of the same since 2016 
and that directives have 
been issued to the de-
partment for examina-
tion.’

“On the basis of the 
assurances given by the 
government, we have 
cooperated patiently 
trusting that the depart-
ment would work out 
a solution. Despite the 
failure on the part of 
the government to fulfil 
the assurance given by 
them, we are still not 
demanding for a ‘magic 
formula’ to solve our 
issues.

“The government ad-
mitting that there has 
been a mistake while 
making appointments 
does not amount to any 
defects in the nature 
of our appointment. 
The NSSATA is also fully 
aware that the ongoing 
agitation is seriously af-
fecting the careers of the 
students and the quality 

of education in Naga-
land. However, when the 
teachers are physically 
and morally disturbed 
by such uncertain fu-
ture there is no way the 
teachers would be able 
to deliver quality returns 
to the children even if 
classes are being held.”

It was of the view that 
blaming only the teach-
ers for agitating and 
'hampering' education 
and not considering the 
‘discrimination of the 
teachers’ welfare is even 
more grievous.’ 

“The NSSATA there-
fore demand for fast 
track addressal  (sic) 
of the matter so as to 
avert any further stir. It 
may be mentioned that 
the NSSATA on its first 
phase of protest held a 
pen down strike from 
May 2 – 10 followed by 
the boycotting of classes 
from May 11 – 25 and 
from June 1- 5 in the 
second phase.”

Qingdao, June 9 (PTI): 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and Chinese 
President Xi Jinping today 
held talks here to draw a 
blueprint for deepening 
bilateral relationship and 
reviewed the implementa-
tion of decisions they had 
taken at an informal sum-
mit in Wuhan, reflecting 
a renewed momentum in 
their ties.

Their second meeting 
in nearly six weeks since 
the Wuhan summit took 
place on the sidelines of 
the SCO meet and covered 
key aspects of the bilateral 
engagement, reflecting the 
resolve by the two coun-
tries to reset relations and 
bring back trust in their 
ties which was hit by the 
Doklam standoff and sev-
eral other thorny issues. 

External Affairs Minis-
try Spokesperson Raveesh 
Kumar described the 
meeting as "warm" and 
"forward looking" while 
Chinese envoy to India 
Luo Zhaohui said the two 
leaders focused on the 
implementation of the 
"Wuhan consensus" and 
drawing a blueprint for the 
future Sino-India relations.

An MoU on sharing hy-
drological information of 
the Brahmaputra river by 
China to India and another 
pact on amendment of the 
protocol on phytosanitary 
requirements for export-
ing rice from India to Chi-
na to include non-Basmati 
rice were signed after the 

Dimapur, June 9 (EMN): Citing re-
ports in social media platforms about 
‘reports of unknown person roam-
ing around in rural area with kits for 
drugging and kidnapping kids (sic),’ 

the Dimapur police has advised 
citizens “not to take law in their own 
hand, but to inform the police imme-
diately for necessary course of action 
as per law.”

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, June 9: Three Naga 
youth were killed when the ve-
hicle they were travelling in col-
lided with a truck at 6th mile in 
Dimapur on Fri. June 8 night. The 
victims were aged 17, 24 and 28 
years and their names were not 
disclosed.

According to traffic police 
sources, the incident occurred 
around 10.30 pm. Information 
about the incident was said to 
have been received at 10.55 pm. 
Two of them died on the spot 
while the third victim who was 

also grievously injured died on 
the way and was declared brought 
dead by the medical team, it was 
informed. 

The police source said that the 
third victim was already taken to 
the hospital by some people when 
they reached the spot after being 
alerted.  

The vehicle, a Datsun Go, in 
which they were travelling collided 
with a truck coming from the op-
posite direction and according to 
sources, the driver of the truck is 
absconding. A complaint has been 
registered in this connection.

Modi-Xi talks. 
"Further strengthen-

ing the positive momen-
tum in the bilateral rela-
tionship generated at the 
Wuhan informal summit, 
PM Narendra Modi had a 
warm and forward look-
ing meeting with Chinese 
President Xi Jinping on the 
sidelines of the SCO Sum-
mit," Kumar tweeted.

The meeting between 
the leaders of two Asian 
powers came after their 
informal summit in the 
Chinese city of Wuhan to 
solidify the relationship 
in a broad spectrum of 
areas and ensuring better 
coordination between the 
border guarding forces of 
the two countries after the 
Doklam standoff.

After their talks in 
Wuhan, Modi and Xi had 
decided to issue "stra-
tegic guidance" to their 
militaries to strengthen 

communications to build 
trust and understanding 
as part of efforts to avoid 
a Doklam-like situation in 
the future.

The two leaders had 
also discussed ways to give 
impetus to their economic 
ties as well as people-to-
people relations.

Luo said it was the 
14th meeting between our 
two leaders over past four 
years.

Modi arrived here in 
the afternoon on a two-
day visit to attend the an-
nual Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation (SCO) 
summit.

The ties between the 
two neighbouring nuclear 
powers had nosedived fol-
lowing last year's Doklam 
standoff as well as due to 
a number of other issues 
issues including China 
blocking India's move 
to get Pakistan-based 

Jaish-e-Mohammed chief 
Masood Azhar banned by 
the UN and its opposi-
tion to India's bid for the 
Nuclear Suppliers Group 
membership.

China's Belt and Road 
Initiative was also strongly 
opposed by India as part of 
it goes through Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir.

Troops of India and 
China were locked in the 
73-day standoff in Doklam 
since June 16 last year after 
the Indian side stopped 
the construction of a road 
by the Chinese Army in the 
disputed area. Bhutan and 
China have a dispute over 
Doklam. The face-off had 
ended on August 28.

However, there have 
been concerted efforts 
by both sides to reset ties 
leaving behind the Dok-
lam episode.

Last week, Modi had 
said that Asia and the 

world will have a better 
future when India and 
China work together with 
trust and confidence while 
being sensitive to each 
other's interests. Modi also 
said that an "Asia of ri-
valry" will hold the region 
back while an Asia of co-
operation will shape the 
current century.

The prime minister's 
comments at the Shangri-
La Dialogue in Singapore 
were appreciated by Chi-
na.

China's appreciation 
of what Modi said was 
conveyed by Chinese For-
eign Minister Wang Yi to 
External Affairs Minister 
Sushma Swaraj during a 
meeting held on the side-
lines of the BRICS For-
eign Ministers Meeting in 
South Africa this week. 

It is for the first time 
the Indian prime minister 
will be attending the SCO 
summit after India along 
with Pakistan became full-
fledged members of the 
grouping last year.

The SCO currently has 
eight member countries 
which represents around 
42 per cent of the world's 
population and 20 per cent 
of the global GDP.

India was an observer 
at the SCO since 2005 and 
has generally participated 
in the ministerial-level 
meetings of the grouping 
which focus mainly on 
security and economic co-
operation in the Eurasian 
region.
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181

DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Dimapur, June 9 (EMN): The 
Zunheboto District Planning 
and Development Board (DPDB) 
meeting was held on June 8 with 
DPDB chairman, Khehovi, and 
other legislators including Kaito 
Aye, advisor for agriculture and 
co-operation; Pukhayi Sumi, 
advisor for FCS, NSDMA and 
legal metrology; and advisor for 
Education, K Tokugha Sukhalu.

During the meeting, the legis-
lators expressed their concern for 
expanding economy by activat-
ing the government departments 
in the district. They requested all 
the heads of the department to 
re-dedicate themselves and serve 
the department with sincerity. 
Further, HODs were requested 
to be creative and come up with 
new and innovative proposals in 
the DPDB meeting.

Reviewing the last meeting 
minutes, SDO Civil (Sadar) Ajit 

IAS highlighted on ‘Beti Bachao 
Bedi Parhao’.

The members discussed in re-
gard to creation of Treasury Office 
at Satakha and entrusted  STO ( 
Treasury Officer) to furnish the 
details. Creation of SDO (Electri-
cal) at two administrative HQ.  
i.e at Satakha and Suruhuto was 
also deliberated. In this regard, 
the concerned officer have been  
directed to  submit the report.

The agenda relating to open-
ing of Government Primary 
School (GPS) at North Point, 
Akuluto town could not be de-
liberated due to the absence of 
DEO Zunheboto. G.B Association 
of Zunheboto town requested the 
board members for financial as-
sistance. And it has been agreed 
to take up the matter.

The  ‘ Vision Document ‘ 
of  DPDB and ‘Coffee planta-
tion’  was deliberated  where the 

members have been directed to 
prepare and submit. In regard 
to opening of Government Pri-
mary School at DC hill (East), the 
Council Chairman concerned 
have been directed to submit 
the report through DEO Zunhe-
boto. The members agreed with 
the proposal for construction of 
multi-purpose hall in the Zunhe-
boto town. 

Immediate need for Con-
struction of new building for Ad-
ministrative officers, S.E. (Senior 
Engineer) complex, Government 
High School, PWD Mechanical 
and Housing were deliberated. 
And all the HODs concerned 
have been directed to identify the 
site suitable for construction and 
submit their report.

The board members during 
the meeting discussed matters 
pertaining to land owner issues 
arising, and it was decided to set 

up a committee to tackle such 
problems.

Principal, Zunheboto Gov-
ernment College have been di-
rected to submit detail reports in 
regard to his proposal laid down 
during the meeting  i.e. introduc-
tion of Science Stream, intro-
duction of Sociology as elective 
subject, introduction of honours 
in Education department, reno-
vation and extension of rooms 
and water supply etc.

DAPCU Zunheboto unit gave 
power presentation in regard to 
their activities in around and 
around Zunheboto. The member 
also highlighted about  poor fa-
cilities which is an impediment 
to their  performance of  duties. 
The DAPCU have been directed 
to give their report. The pro-
gramme was chaired by Deputy 
Commissioner Zunheboto, Trid-
ibesh Roy IAS.

Dimapur, June 9 (EMN): 
Dimapur  Press  Club 
(DPC) has mourned the 
demise of Kolie Kire, fa-
ther of Mhalezolie Kire 
and editor of Capi news-
paper, who passed away 
June 9. 

A DPC prelease is-
sued by its president, 
Moa Longkumer, and the 
general secretary, Hen-
lly Phom, have conveyed 
condolence to the be-
reaved family members. 
The club has further 
prayed for the departed 
soul to rest in peace. 

In a separate state-
ment, the staff of Naga-
land Post have condoled 

the demise of Kolie Kire, 
father of Mhalezolie Kire 
and editor of Capi. The 
organisation has con-
veyed condolence to the 
bereaved family mem-
bers and prayed for the 
departed soul to rest in 
peace.

Meanwhile, the Na-
galand Press Association 
(NPA) has condoled the 
passing away of Kolie Kire, 
father of Mhalezolie Kire, 
editor of Capi news daily, 
on June 9.

In a press release, K 
Temjen Jamir, NPA presi-
dent, has conveyed con-
dolence to the bereaved 
family members. He has 

further prayed for the 
departed soul to rest in 
peace.

Meanwhile, the Ko-
hima Press Club (KPC) 
has expressed grief over 
the demise of Kolie Kire, 
father of  Mhalezolie 
Kire, editor of Capi and 
former president of KPC. 
The club, in a condolence 
message, stated that Kolie 
Kire was a respected sen-
ior citizen and a fatherly 
figure to all who knew 
him. 

The club has conveyed 
condolence to the be-
reaved family and prayed 
for thr departed soul to 
rest in peace.

Dimapur, June 9 (EMN): 
Krishi Vigyan Kendra 
(KVK), Tuensang, has con-
ducted two-day training 
on “fresh flower arrange-
ments- Its principles & 
designs” and “Oyster 
mushroom cultivation- A 
sustainable way for more 
income generation for 
rural women” for Shelf 
Help Groups (SHGs) of 
Tuensang town on May 
30 and 31.

T h e  p r o g r a m m e 
was organised to cre-
ate awareness about the 
aesthetic needs in the 
present scenario and to 
acquaint them on the 
principles and designs of 
fresh flower arrangement 
as flower arrangement 

has become one of the 
most important aspect in 
each and every occasion 
or celebration. The SHGs 
were also trained on Oys-
ter mushroom cultivation 
technique for self-suste-
nance and more income 
generation.

Addressing the pro-
gramme, Dr. Shisaren-
la Aier, Subject Matter 
Specialist (Horticulture), 
KVK, Tuensang, has em-
phasised on the impor-
tance of flower arrange-
ment for creating a good 
design and to enhance 
the aesthetic appeal of the 
area. During the two-day 
technical sessions, Dr. 
Shisarenla Aier, has im-
parted trainings on “fresh 

flower arrangements- Its 
principles & designs” and 
“Oyster mushroom culti-
vation- A sustainable way 
for more income gen-
eration for rural women” 
respectively.

As part of the train-
ing, demonstration on 
creating different styles 
of flower arrangement by 
following the principles 
of design was conducted. 
Besides, competition was 
organised on flower ar-
rangement. On the sec-
ond day, demonstration 
on Oyster mushroom cul-
tivation technique was 
demonstrated. 

Altogether 40 partici-
pants attended the train-
ing programme.

Dimapur, June 9 (EMN): Depart-
ment of agriculture, Mangkolemba 
division, has organised a pro-
gramme on farmers field school 
(FFS), Integrated Pest Manage-
ment (IPM), and rodent manage-
ment training in Mangkolemba 
town on June 8. 

A press release issued by the 
sub-divisional agricultural officer, 
Mangkolemba, A Temsu Aier, who 
was also the resource person, has 
encouraged the farmers to follow 
sustainable farming practices. He 
requested them to minimise the 
use of chemicals and follow the 
principles of the IPM. He further 
mentioned that IPM technique has 
been successful in controlling pest 

and help increase crop production.
Agriculture inspector, Shilu 

Jamir, speaking on IPM, educated 
the farmers about various insect 
pests that are present in jhum 
paddy fields. He also spoke about 
how to differentiate crop pests 
from the defenders. The farmers 
were asked to encourage the popu-
lations of spiders, wasps, bees, 
Trichogramma, and birds like owls, 
lady bird, beetles etc.

The farmers were informed 
that rodents caused losses of pad-
dy up to 10-20%. In order to control 
rodents, farmers were advised to 
apply indigenous traps in order to 
control pest and help them elevate 
their economic condition. 

Dimapur, June  9 (EMN): De-
partment of Agriculture, Wokha 
division, has launched a pro-
gramme for collection of farm-
ers’ production, which was in-
augurated on June 7. 

During the programme, 
Rosemary Ezung, SDAO, has 
explained in brief the objec-
tive, role and function of FPO. 
She also described FPO as the 
most appropriate organisa-
tion for mobilisation of farmers 
towards building capacity and 
strengthenes the marketing abil-
ity of the farmers.

Earlier at the programme, 

Renbomo Ngullie, DAO, has 
exhorted the FPO members to 
enhance the production and 
increase the farmers income. He 
also reminded the departments’ 
accountability to the farmers.

The programme started with 
dedication of the building by 
Nongothung Kikon, associate 
pastor of Wokha village Baptist 
church.

Shorts speeches were also 
delivered by FPO members. 
The programme was chaired by 
Eyingo Tungoe, SDAO, while the 
vote of thanks was pronounced 
by Mhathung Odyuo, AO.       

Kohima, June 9 (EMN): A three-
day long fathers’ camp under men 
ministry of the Chakhesang Baptist 
Church Kohima (CBCK) entered 
its second day on June 9 at Mount 
Tabor.

On the opening programme on 
June 8, Rev. Dr. Kevekhalo Lasuh 
spoke on the theme “Let us build 

our home.” The speakers on day 
included Athono Rhakho; Rothihü 
Tetseo; Niehiisa Nakro, Jolayi Nienu; 
and Rev. Vezopa Rhakho.

They spoke on the topics “Be-
coming a godly father,” “Marks of a 
godly father,”  “A disciplined father,” 
“The true joy” and “Family altar.” 

The speakers for June 10 ses-

sions would be Dr. Vetso Koza; 
Neikhwezii Venuh; Theja Therie; Dr. 
Chothayi Nienu; and Rev. Khrotso 
Mero. 

They would speak on the topics 
“Fathering God’s way,” “A father for 
all seasons,” “Children education,” 
“A responsible citizen” and “Health 
awareness” respectively.

A section of the campers attending the ongoing CBCK fathers’ camp at Mount Tabor in Kohima.

Wokha’s ANATG convenes meeting
Wokha unit of All Nagaland Adhoc Teachers Group 
(ANATG) 2015 batch has convened an emergency 
meeting on June 11 at 1 pm at NST Hotel, Wokha 
town. According to the unit president, Thungchan-
bemo Ezung, the meeting has been convened 
to deliberate on issues pertaining to its ongoing 
agitation for service regularisation. He has further 
informed all its members to come along with the 
yearly membership of INR 500 for each member. 
All concerned members asked to contact its of-
ficials on phone nos. 9612693030 and 9612027595 
for necessary information.

Gorkha youth organises cleanliness drive 
Chumukedima Gorkha youth has organised a so-
cial work on June 10. The social work began from 
Chumukedima Nagaland police central mandir 
and culminated at Nepal Baptist Church. The 
mandir and the church officials have appreciated 
the work carried by the Gorkha youth.

State AAP convenes meeting
State unit of the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) has con-
vened a general meeting on June 11 in its office at 
11 am. Stating this in a press release, the state unit 
president, Dr. Amos Longkumer, has requested 
all the concerned officials to attend the proposed 
meeting without fail.

MGMHSS observes WED
Students of MGMHSS celebrated have the Wold En-
vironment Day on June 5. To mark the significance 
of the day, all the students and teachers attended 
the school in green dress. During a brief function, 
the academic in-charge, Aochila, and teacher in 
charge, Anungla, have motivated the students to 
conserve the environment. The college had also 
conducted a painting competition to mark the 
occasion with the vision to conserve the environ-
ment. The college students had also participated 
in the mass plantation drive.

DPC to hold election for new members
Dimapur Press Club has invited nominations for 
election of new office bearers for the next tenure. 
In a press release, Moa Longkumer, DPC presi-
dent, and S Henlly Phom, general secretary, have 
informed that the election of new office bearers 
would be conducted on June 28 at Press Point, Su-
per Market. Interested persons are asked to submit 
nominations addressed to the election commis-
sioner at Press Point, Super Market, Dimapur, or 
Eastern Mirror office, City Tower Dimapur. The 
election of new office bearers would be conducted 
by the Election Commissioner, Arienba Jamir, who 
was designated by unanimous decision during the 
general meeting, held at Press Point on June 4. The 
last date for submission of nomination has been 
fixed on June 18. All registered DPC members were 
requested to be present on the proposed date for 
smooth conduct of the election.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Army chief Bipin Rawat visits border areas
Dimapur, June 9 (EMN): 
Army chief, General Bi-
pin Rawat, has visited 
the for ward areas of 
Spear Corps along the 
Line of Actual Control. 
He was accompanied 
by Lieutenant General, 
Abhay Krishna, General 
Officer Commanding-in-
Chief Eastern Command; 
and Lieutenant General 
Gopal R, General Offic-
er Commanding Spear 
Corps.

The General visited 
Taksing and other for-
ward areas in Arunachal 
Pradesh and reviewed 
the operational prepar-
edness of the formations 
during his visit. He was 

also briefed on the pre-
vailing security situation 
by the local commanders. 

Meanwhile, the Gen-
eral has lauded the ef-
forts of the soldiers for 
ensuring peace and tran-
quillity and improving 
employment generation 
opportunities for the lo-
cal population. He has 
urged them to continue 
the good work in a pro-
fessional manner. 

The General has ex-
pressed satisfaction with 
the operational prepar-
edness of Spear Corps. 

This was stated in a 
press release issued by 
Col. C Konwar, PRO (De-
fence). General Bipin Rawat being received in Arunachal Pradesh on June 9.

RMSA teachers defer agitation

AST conducts legal awareness prog.

Organisations mourn demise
Dimapur, June 9 (EMN): 
The Nagaland RMSA 
Teachers’ Association 
(NRMSATA),  central , 
has decided to keep in 
abeyance of its proposed 
agitation served to the 
government regarding 
the 7th ROP till further 
notification. 

In a press release, the 
organisation president, 
Mhasiekholie Paul Belho, 
and the general secre-
tary, Vika S Sumi, stated 
that the central executive 
had held a meetings with 
the concerned authority, 
wherein the government 
under the principal sec-
retary of school educa-
tion had assured the as-
sociation to include them 
under 7th ROP. It was 

stated that the officials 
had agreed to address the 
grievances and demand 
of the NRMSATA 2013 
with utmost sincerity and 
priority.

Meanwhile, NRMSATA 
has extended support to 
the NSSATA and appealed 
to the concerned authori-
ty to heed the genuine call 
of the NSSATA/ NRMSATA 
2013 and bring about an 
amicable solution at the 
earliest for the welfare of 
the teachers and students, 
who were affected by the 
ongoing situation.

This was stated in a 
joint statement issued by 
its president, Mhasiekho-
lie Paul Belho and the 
general secretary Vika S 
Sumi.

Dimapur, June 9 (EMN): Akehda Sangtamlarü Thsing-
müJang (AST), Kohima unit, has successfully conducted 
one-day legal awareness programme on the topic “Know 
your rights” on June 9 at Red Cross Building, Kohima. 

The programme was organised by Nagaland State 
Commission for Women (NSWC) in association with 
National Commission for Women, New Delhi, and in 
collaboration with Akehda Sangtamlarü Thsingmüjang, 
Kohima unit. Likhase Sangtam, advocate of Gauhati High 
Court, Kohima Bench and resource person, has encour-
aged Sangtam women to be more aware about the rights.

The programme began with an invocation said by 
Ms Temsuienla, women p pastor of Sangtam Baptist 
Church. The programme concluded with the vote of 
thanks delivered Ms Nishili, AST executive chairperson.

Dimapur, June 9 (EMN): 
Dimapur Eastern Naga 
Students’ Union (DEN-
SU) and the Art and Cul-
ture department have 
mourned the demise of 
Achilla Imlong Erdican, 
who passed away at the 
Eden Medical Centre on 
June 7 after a brief illness.

In a condolence mes-
sage, Densu has described 
her an incredibly and in-
fluential person, who had 
served the Naga people 
in various capacities. She 
was a recipient of the 
governor’s award and a 
contributor to the Naga 
artefacts. The union la-
mented that her demise 
was a loss to the Nagas. 
The union has conveyed 
condolences to the be-

reaved family and prayed 
for the departed soul to 
rest in peace.

Meanwhile, the Art 
and Culture department 
has also condoled the de-
mise of Achilla Imlong 
Erdican. The department 
message stated that Achil-
la was instrumental in pre-
serving and bringing back 
the ‘priceless’ document 
and the Naga artefacts 
maintained by Gordon 
P. ‘She will be fondly re-
membered for her gener-
ous contributions made 
towards the department,’ 
the department statement 
added. It has further con-
veyed condolence to the 
bereaved family members 
and prayed for the depart-
ed soul to rest in peace. 
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PB ACharya being felicitated by Rekha Svharma at his official residence in Kohima on June 9.

Dr. Sanjitban Ghost examining a child during the screening at Imkongliba Memorial District 
Hospital on June 9.

A delegation from TGOUN with officials of Seychelles Tourism Academy at Victoria, capital of Seychelles, 
on June 8.

Husazu Epao and officials of the Western Chakhesang Hoho with the toppers during the felicitation programme.

Haizeuyi selling dumplings near the DGC in Dimapur. 

Imkongliba Memorial hospital 
hosts free heart screening 

Global univ. meets Seychelles 
Tourism Academy for joint venture

A life full-steam, a future with the ‘momo’

Students urged to be persistent to succeed in life

NCW chief apprises gov. about political 
empowerment of women in the state

STATE

Dimapur, June 9 (EMN): 
A team from National 
Commission for Women 
led by Chairperson Rekha 
Sharma, along with the 

Nagaland State Commis-
sion for Women Chair-
person Dr. Temsula Ao 
and members called on 
the governor of Nagaland 

PB Acharya on June 9.
An update received 

here on Saturday from 
the NCW informed that  

During the meeting, 

Sharma discussed the 
political rights and em-
powerment of women 
of Nagaland. She also 
shared her ideas on how 
local body elections can 
be more gender inclu-
sion so as to enable more 
women in Nagaland to 
contest in elections as per 
the Constitution of India. 

The governor sug-
gested novel ideas to 
empower the women of 
Nagaland with the rep-
resentatives of the Naga-
land State Commission 
for Women, and extended 
his support to the State 
Commission. 

The duo also said to 
have deliberated on vari-
ous central government 
schemes for women and 
its implementation in 
the state.

Sharma informed that 
the NCW plans to hold a 
meeting in the coming 
months with the North 
East State Commissions 
for Women in Nagaland. 
For this she said guid-
ance of the governor will 
be sought by the com-
missions and new pro-
grammes will be devel-
oped to empower women 
of the Northeast states. 

work.’ He also asked the students 
to choose their subject of study 
and educational institutions 
wisely.

He also appreciated the WCH 
for taking positive initiative to 
encourage students’ community 
stating, ‘today’s initiative will 
decide our tomorrow’.

WCH president, Dietho Rha-
kho in his address reminded the 
students not to forget their roots 
while pursuing education. He 
also congratulated all successful 
students and encouraged them 
to work harder to bring more 
laurels to the Chakhesang com-
munity in the days to come.

Altogether, 223 students 
cleared their HSLC and HSSLC 
exams.

The hoho awarded certifi-
cates and gifts 223 successful 
candidates. Two toppers and 
one subject topper were also 
honoured with cash award.

Rev. Dr. Nuvocho Dzudo, 
chairman, Western Chakhesang 
Baptist Church Council, pro-
nounced a special prayer for the 
students.

Dimapur, June 9 (EMN): 
On invitation extended 
by the Seychelles Tour-
ism Academy to The 
Global Open University 
Nagaland, a team from 
the university is on four-
day goodwill mission to 
Seychelles on June 5.

The team attended 
different meetings with 
the officials in the na-
tional level institutions 
with a view to exchange 
of information, faculty, 
students, appropriate 
technologies as well as 
services for strengthen-
ing ties between India 
and Seychelles.

In a press release re-
ceived here from on Sat-
urday, mentioned that 
the Seychelles Tourism 
Academy under the Gov-
ernment of Seychelles 
has resolved to send del-
egates from Seychelles 
including a team of fac-
ulty members dealing 
with hotel management, 
wellness and SPA. 

It also informed that 
the director of Seychelles 

Institute of Art and De-
sign would be also visit-
ing Nagaland and ob-
serves the theoretical 
and practical training 
programmes at TGOUN 
for the exchange of stu-
dents on a reciprocal 
basis with minimum 10 
seats to be reserved for 
the students from Sey-
chelles for undergoing 
bachelor’s and master’s 
level courses on tourism, 
travel, hotel and hospi-
tality management.

The vice chancel-
lor and registrar of the 
university said that new 
courses like wellness, 
spa, sustainable tour-
ism, ecological tourism, 
adventure tourism, and 
mountain tourism will 
also be launched soon 
to give a boost to the 
academic exchange pro-
gramme.  

Highlighting the sali-
ent features of Nagaland 
as well as the univer-
sity, PRO and Alemjun-
gla Jamir, representing 
the department of Ho-

tel Management pre-
sented a power point 
presentation regarding 
the unique method of 
providing instructions 
to the students undergo-
ing different short-term 
and long-term training 
programmes of the uni-
versity.

Vice chancellor ap-
preciating the provisions 
of the MoU signed and 
the proposals initiated 
by the Seychelles Tour-
ism Academy for ena-
bling them to send their 
students to Nagaland 
under the twining pro-
gramme of the academy 
and the university to 
study diploma courses 
in Seychelles and final-
ly complete the degree 
courses in Nagaland for 
optimizing the invest-
ment made by the Gov-
ernment of Seychelles.

The registrar-cum-
director Dr. Imotemsu 
Ao presented the action 
plan and the futuristic 
vision document for a 
joint venture. 

Haichikambe Pame
Dimapur, June 9: Perus-
ing a newspaper in the 
morning can be a dispirit-
ing appraisal to start the 
day in Nagaland. More 
often than not, articles 
about unemployment, 
corruption, allegations, 
communalism, etc. make 
the content of the news-
paper. Recently the advi-
sor for Skill Development, 
Kazheto Kinimi stated 
that there were more 
than 70, 000 unemployed 
youths registered at the 
directorate of Employ-
ment in Nagaland.

 The audience just 
read about them and talk 
all the more without really 
doing something to solve 
the issues. Indeed Naga-
land and unemployment 
have become synony-
mous. And, corruption is 
the word distinctly found 
in the dictionary of the 
state. 

However, Nagas are 
known to be very reliant 
on government jobs and 
scores of educated youth 
fritter away their precious 
years anticipating them. 
Had those squandered 
years been utilised for 
other productive means, 
corruption and unem-
ployment wouldn’t be 
talked about as much as 
it does today. In contrast 
‘dignity of labour’ sounds 
passé and the Nagas have 
perception of indignity in 
certain labour. It is per-
ceived by many that pro-
fessions such as barber, 
electrician, painter, ven-
dor etc. are for non-locals. 
And that is leaving many 

Nagas dependent on govt. 
jobs.

There is this girl who 
has built a niche in the 
midst of dependency. She 
worked as a waitress in a 
hotel for few months. She 
deciphered that the hotel 
was earning decently and 
that had she managed her 
own she would had been 
well off by then. That was 
when she left the hotel 
and started her own en-
terprise. She started mak-
ing packed tiffins at home 
and sells them in schools 
and hostels around Di-
mapur. She would cook 
chicken and pork and 
packed them together 
with rice for just INR 30 
per tiffin. She would also 
deliver them at their door-
steps whenever she re-
ceived orders.

That was just the be-
ginning. Now, Haizeuyi 
would be found sitting 
outside the gate at Di-
mapur Government Col-
lege (DGC), selling packed 
“momo” (dumplings) 
beating heat and sweats. 

Haizeuyi’s momos 
have in no time become 
many students’ favour-
ite on the go snack. Her 
momos are made of veg-
etables and meat fillings 
inside a steamed wheat 
flour bun. In addition, she 
sometimes sells chow-
mein too! 

Haizeuyi’s daily sched-
ule has been more or less 
the same. “I go to the 
market at 6 am to buy 
meat, cut the meat and 
start making momos by 
8-9 am. It is steamed and 
served hot to students 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, June 9 (EMN): For 
the first time in Nagaland, the 
Rashtriya Bal Swasthya Karyakram 
(RBSK) under the National Health 
Mission, Nagaland and Shija 
Hospitals and Research Institute 
(SHRI), Imphal jointly conducted a 
free heart screening at Imkongliba 
Memorial District Hospital (IMDH) 

on June 9.
Interacting with doctors at the 

camp, Nodal Officer Dr. Khriesi 
said the RBSK is a child health 
screening and early intervention 
service programme to provide 
comprehensive care to all the 
children between age group of 
0-18 years. The objective of the 
programme is to improve qual-

Dimapur, June 9 (EMN): The 
principal of Patkai Christian 
College, Husazu Epao urged 
the students to be persistent to 
succeed in life and utilised their 
time wisely.

Addressing the HSLC and 
HSSLC successful candidates, 
on June 9 at Chakhesang Hoho 
building, Epao said to achieve 

success one has to be realistic 
in their approach towards life 
and sacrifice for continued suc-
cesses. ‘Every individual writes 
their own story, be it a successful 
one or a sorry one,’ he remarked. 

The felicitation programme 
was organised by the Western 
Chakhesang Hoho.  A press re-
lease received here on Saturday 

informed about the event. 
The principal who was the 

guest speaker, stressed on the 
need for students to avoid abus-
ing electronic gadgets, which, 
he observed, was effecting study 
hours.

The principal reminded the 
students that ‘there is no magic 
potion for success except hard 

ity of life of children through early 
detection of birth defects diseases, 
deficiencies, developmental delays 
and disabilities, he said.

Medical officials informed that 
all the children (0-18 years) di-
agnosed with such diseases will 
receive follow-up referral supports 
and treatment including surgi-
cal intervention as per the RBSK 
model costing.

Doctors also informed that 
the congenital heart disease has a 
prevalence rate of 8/100 live birth 
which means Nagaland is expected 
to have about 250 cases; hence, to 
improve the child survival, screen-
ing has been conducted along with 
SHRI Imphal.

Dr. Khriesi said the programme 
is based on screening and detec-
tion of congenital heart disease 
present since birth for 0-18 years 
and above.

The screening was conducted 
by paediatric cardiology / struc-
tural heart specialist, Dr. Sanjitban 
Ghost from SHRI along with his 
team and assistance from medical 
specialists from IMDH.

Out of 201 registered patients 
for the screening, five cases were 
detected. One patient needs sur-
gery and other four were referred 
for further treatment.

State nodal officer said that 
detected patients will be referred 
to SHRI, Imphal and will receive 
free treatment under RBSK model 
costing.

by afternoon. Many lec-
tures are also gradually 
falling into my momos,” 
she grinned. She returns 
home at 3 pm. 

Rangtalak, a 3rd se-
mester student study-
ing at DGC stated that 
students are attracted 
towards her momos be-
cause they are cheaper. 
He said that she has a 
good attitude in dealing 
with the students. He fur-
ther mentioned that she 
understands the students 
well and has no problem 
selling on credits too.

Speaking to the East-
ern Mirror, Haizeuyi said 
that she has five brothers 
and three sisters. Except 
her two brothers, others 
are still pursuing their 
education. She admit-
ted that she started the 
business out of her own 
interest to create a source 
of income for herself and 
help her family. When 
asked whether she was 
doing it by choice or by 
circumstance, she replied 
emphatically, “I am ab-
solutely doing it with my 
own free will.” 

Haizeuyi’s venture is 
not going to end anytime 
soon. She said she has a 
team that supports her 
and that they are looking 
forward to build a restau-
rant and expand the busi-
ness in the near future. 
Her team members are 
pursuing their gradua-
tion.                                            

Haizeuyi earns about 
INR 900 on average every 
day. That amounts to INR 
27, 000 a month! 

Haizeuyi acknowl-
edged that her father was 
recently diagnosed with 
a serious sickness (not 
mentioned) and that she 
had managed to treat him 
at Eden Medical Centre in 
Dimapur. She said, “I was 
able to save my father’s 
life only because of my 
momos. I thank God for 
all His blessings.”

Haizeuyi’s message 
to people leading a de-
pendent life: “Stop wast-
ing your parents’ money. 
Do something; it doesn’t 
matter whether the work 
is big or small as long 
as you get something in 
return. Be brave and be 
creative and never be shy 
because shyness will give 
you a problem in future. 
Do something for yourself 
today, without which you 
will live to regret in the 
future. Remember all the 
successful people today, 
they were like me once. 
It only matters what you 
do today. Keep aside all 
your ego, pride, and self-
righteous attitude. Re-
member, you should not 
be a liability to your family 
and society.”

K-
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Agartala/Aizawl, June 9 (IANS): 
Tripura and Mizoram have taken 
steps to strengthen their existing 
setup to deal with the growing 
incidents of cyber crime, including 
misuse of social media, officials 
said on Saturday.

The Bharatiya Janata Party-led 
government in Tripura has recently 
decided to set up a separate full-
fledged Crime Branch comprising 
senior IPS officers.

A senior police officer said 
the state government has already 
requested the Central government 
to repatriate three senior IPS offic-
ers to Tripura to join the proposed 
Crime ranch and to deal with the 
diverse crimes.

“Three Tripura cadre IPS offic-
ers - Rajiv Singh, Anish Prasad and 

R. Gopal Krishna Rao -- currently 
posted in CBI (Central Bureau of 
Investigation) are likely to return 
to Tripura soon.

“After they join Tripura Police, 
the crime branch would start 
making all-out efforts,” the of-
ficial said.

Law and Education Minister 
Ratan Lal Nath said the state gov-
ernment recently decided to set 
up a separate full-fledged crime 
branch to improve the efficiency 
of police investigations and to curb 
the incidents of diverse crimes.

“Our government wants to 
make Tripura a drug free state. 
We want to reduce crimes against 
women. The state cabinet last 
month decided to reserve 10 per 
cent posts in all types of recruit-

ment in police force for women. 
Currently there is four per cent 
women police personnel in Tripu-
ra Police,” Nath told IANS.

There are cases on abuses of 
social media pending with Tripura 
Police involving both incumbent 
Chief Minister Biplab Kumar Deb 
and former Chief Minister Manik 
Sarkar.

Recently a youth was arrested 
for “misusing” a picture of Deb in 
his Facebook profile and posting 
offensive comments against him 
while separate fake Facebook ac-
counts were opened using detailed 
information and a photograph of 
Sarkar.

In Aizawl, a senior police officer 
said the Mizoram government 
would soon set up the first cyber 

crime police station in the state 
capital.

“The existing cyber crime cell 
under the CID would be elevated 
to a separate full-fledged cyber 
crime wing and a police station,” 
a Deputy Inspector General rank 
officer of Mizoram Police said on 
condition of anonymity. 

He said that bank frauds us-
ing information technology and 
abuse of social media have steadily 
increased in Mizoram. 

“Women and children have 
mostly become victims of cyber 
crime. The state government is also 
considering setting up a cyber fo-
rensic laboratory and cyber train-
ing centre with financial assistance 
from the Union Home Ministry,” 
the official added.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, June 9 (EMN): 
The Manipur Secretar-
iat Service Association 
(MSSA), Manipur gov-
ernment services federa-
tion (MGSF), and the Ma-
nipur State Pensioners’ 
Union (MSPU) called off 
an indefinite ‘cease work 
strike’ after they agreed 
to the proposal of the 
government that the 7th 
Pay Commission benefits 
would be extended to the 
employees and pension-
ers effective from January 
1 2016 while the employ-
ees resumed their normal 
duties on Saturday. They 
also signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding 
(MoU) with the state gov-
ernment.

The MoU was signed 
by Ramrei Shinglai of 
MSSA, Purujit Leirikyeng-
bam of MGSF, and H Yai-

ma of MSPU. State chief 
secretary Dr. J Suresh Babu 
signed on behalf of the 
government in presence of 
the of Manipur Chief Min-
ister N Biren Singh, works 
minister Th Biswajit, and 
others on Friday.

A c c o rd i n g  t o  t h e 
MoU, the agreed 7th Pay 
Commission would ben-
efit the fitment factors 
of 2.57 notionally from 
January 1, 2016 and ef-
fective from April 1, 2019. 
It also mentioned that 
the benefits of 7th pay 
commission with the al-
lowances at pre-revised 
rate—at actual amount 
paid as on today—would 
be deposited to general 
provident fund accounts 
for the period April 1 2019 
to March 31 2020. Also, 
they agreed that the 7th 
pay benefits with revised 
allowances will be paid 

in cash with effect from 
April 1, 2020.

The MoU also agreed 
that the government will 
address the problems 
faced by the work charged, 
muster roll, and casual 
employees sympatheti-
cally and settle the existing 
issues at the earliest.

Despite  the  c i ted 
employees’ bodies have 
reached an understand-
ing with the government, 
the joint administrative 
council of All Manipur 
trade union council and 
All Manipur government 
employees’ organisation 
who launched their ‘cease 
work strike’ since March 
22 this year have denied 
the agreement brought 
upon on June 8 Friday ex-
pressing that the employ-
ees under its umbrella will 
not suspend the ongoing 
‘cease work strike.’ 

Our Correspondent
Imphal,June 9 (EMN): 
The governor of Manipur 
Dr. Najma Heptulla re-
leased DVD of five kinds 
of Raas Leela film of Ma-
nipur.  The event was con-
ducted in the presence of 
the members of general 
council, Sangeet Natak 
Akademi(SNA)of New 
Delhi at Durban Hall at 
Raj Bhavan in Imphal on 
Saturday. 

While addressing the 
gathering, she expressed 
her gratitude to the SNA 
for their decision to hold 
a general council meeting. 
She further stated that 
the Manipur University of 

Culture became one of the 
most important and active 
university in the country. 

“We need to preserve 
and promote the art, craft, 
culture, music, and litera-
ture. Though Manipur is 
a tiny state, it has so much 
cultural wealth which 
needs to promote and to 
preserve,” said Heptulla.

Art and Culture Min-
ister Jayantakumar Singh 
said that Manipur has a 
very rich cultural heritage. 
He also lauded the SNA for 
playing an important role 
to promote culture in the 
country.

Later, a 30 minute 
of Raas Leela film was 

screened. The film was 
about the documentations 
on various performing 
arts of the country un-
der the initiative of SNA 
New Delhi. Under this 
programme, documenta-
tion and compilation of 5 
kinds of Raas Leela of Ma-
nipur—Maharas, Vasanta 
Ras, Nitya Ras, Kunja Ras, 
and Diba Ras—has been 
taken up and completed 
recently with the artistic 
support from Jawaharlal 
Nehru Manipur Dance 
Academy. The special 
documentation has been 
directed by internationally 
acclaimed film maker, A 
Shyam Sharma.

Guwahati, June 9 (PTI): Assam Governor 
Jagdish Mukhi has approved the report 
of the Common Pay Committee (CPC) 
2017 for the non-teaching staff of seven 
universities in the state, an official release 
said today.

The governor asked the university 
authorities to take up the matter with the 
Finance, Higher Education and depart-
ments concerned to disburse salaries and 

allowances of the non-teaching staff of 
the universities as per the recommenda-
tions of the CPC, it said.

The seven universities are Gauhati 
University, Dibrugarh University, Assam 
Agricultural University, Bodoland Univer-
sity, Krishna Kanta Handiqui State Open 
University, Cotton University and Kumar 
Bhaskar Varma Sanskrit and Ancient 
Studies University, it said.

Guwahati, June 9 (PTI): 
Noted Assamese theatre 
personality Sukracharya 
Rabha, famed for his open 
air theatre festival, died of 
cardiac arrest at his village 
home in Goalpara district 
last night, family sources 
said. He was 41.

R a b h a  f o u n d e d 
his theatre group ‘Ba-
dungduppa’, a rural based 
theatre centre at his vil-
lage Rampur, in 1998 and 
had directed several plays 
in Rabha, Bodo and Nepa-
li languages.

He used to organ-
ise the annual open air 
theatre festival -- ‘Under 
the Sal Theatre’ -- which 
brought theatre lovers 
from across the country 
and abroad to remote vil-

lage in Goalpara district.
His prominent plays 

are ‘Tikhar, ‘Chankoy’, 
‘Rupalim’, ‘Lovita, ‘Poi-
dom’, ‘Madaiah Muchi’, 
‘Dangai’ and ‘Damuku-
chi’. He is survived by wife 
and two children.

Trained under theatre 
personalities H Kanhailal 
and H Sabitri at Kalak-
shetra in Imphal for two 
years, Rabha had con-
ducted several workshops 
including ‘The Ritual in 
Theatre’ project, jointly 
with Dayna Martinez Mo-
raless in collaboration 
with the Theatre Embassy, 
Netherlands.

He was also the recipi-
ent of the Ustad Bismillah 
Khan Yuva Puraskar for 
theatre direction in 2009. 

Tezpur (Assam), June 9 (PTI): A 
partially decomposed carcass 
of a rhino with its horn missing 
was recovered by forest person-
nel at Kaziranga National Park in 
Assam’s Sonitpur district, forest 
officials said.

The rhino was found with bul-
let injuries on the forehead by the 
forest personnel inside Haregari 
Kathoni yesterday, Range Officer 
of Sixth Addition Kaziranga Na-
tional Park Pranjal Baruah said. 
The officials said the rhino was 
suspected to have been killed 
on the night of May 29. Baruah 
said the forest staff had heard six 
rounds of firing but were unable 
to locate the place in the dense 
forest. An empty cartridge has 
been recovered from the spot and 
a case has been registered under 
Wildlife Protection Act and Arms 
Act, the official said. This is the 
fifth rhino poaching incident in 
Kaziranga National Park this year.

Agartala, June 9 (IANS): After a 
hectic battle between lawyers 
backed by the CPI-M and the BJP, 
the advocates supported by the 
former won the majority of six 
seats in the 11-member Tripura 
High Court Bar Association (TH-
CBA) election, official sources said 
here on Saturday.

The vital post of Secretary of 
the prestigious THCBA was won 

by woman lawyer Paramita Dhar, 
who fought as an Independent 
but was supported by Congress-
backed lawyers.

THCBA sources said that Com-
munist Party of India-Marxist 
(CPI-M)-backed All India Lawyers 
Union (AILU) candidates won the 
posts of President, one post of Vice 
President, one of Assistant Sec-
retary and three posts of Execu-

tive Members. Three candidates 
backed by the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) won the posts of Treas-
urer and two Executive Members.

A Congress-supported lawyer 
succeeded in getting the other post 
of Vice President. Last month, the 
lawyers backed by the BJP for the 
first time won the majority seats 
(nine) in the 15-member Tripura 
Bar Association (TBA) poll.

Guwahati, June 9 (PTI): Assam Chief 
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal today 
said the state government gives utmost 
importance to empowerment of women 
to make them economically self-reliant.

“The state government has taken up 
several projects aimed at empowering 
women and making them vital partners 
of the development process,” he said at 
the Mahila Samaroh, organized by the 
State Rural Livelihood Mission at Mirza 
in Kamrup district.

Education plays a significant role in 
boosting the skills and abilities of women 
and the state government gives priority to 
education of women, Sonowal said.

He urged women to join hands with 
the government in its initiatives in the 
education sector and requested them to 
take the role of conscious citizens in mak-
ing moral, spiritual and technical educa-
tion popular amongst the youth.

The government is working without 
any discrimination to spread education in 
the society and would set up nine women 
colleges in minority dominated areas of 
the state, Sonowal said.

He also called on women to work for 
spreading awareness against superstition 
and also promote peace, harmony, unity 
and brotherhood in the society.

The chief minister also urged women 
to be vigilant so that no evil force could 
destabilize the society and affirmed the 
government’s resolve to not allowing 
any such forces to negatively impact the 
society.

Sonowal urged the women SHGs to 
prudently utilize the financial assistance 
provided to them and announced that 
the best performing three SHGs would be 
awarded rupees five lakh, three lakh and 
two lakh respectively.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, June 9 (EMN): The Karbi 
Anglong District Mahila Congress 
Committee (KADMCC) took out 
a procession against price hike of 
essential commodities and fuel, 
in Diphu on June 9 Saturday. The 
procession was started from Karbi 
Anglong District Congress Com-
mittee (KADCC) via Diphu market 

and culminated at KADCC. 
The procession was led by KAD-

MCC president Kasang Terangpi 
and other party workers of Mahila 
Congress of Karbi Anglong.

Terangpi said with the BJP party 
coming power at the Centre, the 
hike in price of essential commodi-
ties, fuel and LPG has increased 
regularly. The hike of price of es-

sential commodities has affected 
the general public and demanded 
for immediate relaxation of price 
on essential commodities.

About the Kangthilangso inci-
dent Terangpi said the incident is 
regrettable. The public should have 
first verified. Instead of taking law 
into their hands, the public should 
have informed the police, she said.

EM Images

Dr Najma Heptulla sharing a moment with Sangeet Natak Akademi council members after film screening 
function in Imphal on Saturday.

Mirror Crossword 1844sud0ku 1684
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1843

ACROSS
1. Informative graph
6. Port on the Caspian Sea
10. Bric-a-____
14. _____ and Juliet
15. Oil company
16. A small bread
17. Shad fish
18. Jewels
19. Car
20. Dies
22. Scolded or criticized
24. Remain
25. German emperors
26. Bending of the knees in respect
29. Affectations
30. Region
31. Ornamentation in wood
37. Methods
39. 3rd person possessive (male)
40. Weird
41. Tremblor
44. Long period of time
45. Not yours
46. Units of measure for distance 

(Russian)
48. The grenadier fish
52. Short skirt
53. Substitute or imitation
54. Shredded cabbage
58. Heavenly light
59. Nil or naught
61. 007 actor Roger _____
62. Ireland
63. Not odd
64. Yellow translucent resin
65. “____ of the d’Ubervilles”
66. Stitches
67. Perceives (archaic) 

DOWN
1. Poop
2. Cavity
3. Roman god of love

4. Ability to withstand
5. Drinks in honor of a person 

or thing
6. One over par (golf)
7. Beers
8. A common Korean family 

name
9. Disentangle
10. Boasts
11. French for “Red”
12. Change 
13. Lumps of clay or earth
21. Converts grass into cattle 

fodder
23. Passageway
25. Booth
26. Arrived
27. Compound found in urine
28. Backmost
29. Operatic solos
32. Ill-bred person
33. Tedious or tiresome
34. Mineral-bearing rocks
35. Violent disturbance
36. Knows (Scottish)
38. A young pig 

42. Series of questions
43. Wicked
47. Bowel cleansings
48. Restart
49. Band leader _____ Shaw
50. Russian emperors
51. Empty weights
52. Natural satellites
54. Staff
55. Subdivision of an organ
56. Metric units of area
57. German for “Worth”
60. Biblical first woman

solutions to suD0ku 1683

Tripura, Mizoram step up 
efforts to tackle cyber crime

Manipur: Various orgs. respond to 
govt.’s proposal on 7th pay commission

Manipur governor releases 
five kinds of Raas Leela film 

Assam gov. approves CPC report 
on univ. non-teaching staff

Prominent theatre 
personality Sukracharya 
Rabha passes away

Rhino falls prey to 
poachers in Assam

Left-backed panel wins Tripura HC Bar Association poll

Assam govt. gives top importance 
to empowerment of women — CM

Procession against price hike in 
commodities, fuel carried out in Diphu 
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Ovi K Yeptho speaking during the opening ceremony of House Sutra 
on Saturday at 3rd Mile, Chekiye village in Dimapur.

SBI looks at over 
INR 40,000 crore 
recovery in FY19

House Sutra opens outlet in Dmr

Gold tops INR 32,000 on jewellers’ 
buying, firm global cues

2 synthetic natural gas projects to come up in Odisha

Industrial oils ease on lower demand

RBI rate hike boosts key Indian equity indices

IBM unveils next-gen servers 
designed for AI era

New Delhi, June 9 (IANS): Tech giant IBM has un-
veiled its next-generation servers incorporating 
its newly designed POWER9 processor for han-
dling compute-intensive Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
workloads.

The new POWER9 systems are capable of im-
proving the training times of deep learning frame-
works by nearly four times, allowing enterprises to 
build more accurate AI applications at a faster rate, 
IBM said in a statement on Friday. 

“IT infrastructure needs to be re-designed for 
the AI era, which lets companies analyse data in 
milliseconds and make decisions driven by data,” 
said Viswanath Ramaswamy, Director - Systems 
(India/South Asia) at IBM India. 

“AI workloads demand new hardware and soft-
ware paradigms and the infrastructure to deliver 
data-driven workloads. The P9 architecture aims 
to transform computing across every industry and 
profession, turning client data into faster insights 
where inferences can be drawn quicker and faster 
to market,” Ramaswamy added. 

Galaxy S9 Plus pips iPhone 
X to become best-selling 
smartphone

Mumbai, June 9 (IANS): Samsung’s Galaxy S9 Plus 
has become the best-selling smartphone in April 
globally, pushing Apple’s iPhone X to the third 
spot, a new report has said.

The second spot was grabbed by Samsung 
Galaxy S9. The sales of Galaxy S9 series improved, 
driven by performance in the APAC and NAM re-
gions, said the latest research from Counterpoint’s 
“Market Pulse” late on Thursday.

Xiaomi continues to make its presence felt 
in the top selling smartphones list globally and 
grabbed the sixth and the eighth positions with 
its Redmi 5A, and Redmi 5 Plus and Note 5, re-
spectively. “This is the first time Xiaomi grabbed 
two positions within the top 10 model list. Xiaomi 
grew both in China and India due to its affordable 
smartphones,” said Parv Sharma, Research Analyst 
with Counterpoint. Apple continues to dominate 
the global best-selling smartphone models occu-
pying five spots in the list, said the report.

Samsung price cuts on older Galaxy S8 series 
along with aggressive marketing and cashback of-
fers, easy EMIs among other factors drove sales for 
premium flagships. Top 10 bestsellers are skewed 
either towards the premium segment or the entry 
level segment, said the report.

Sennheiser ‘G4’ portable 
systems now in India

Mumbai, June 9 (IANS): German audio major 
Sennheiser has launched its evolution wireless 
“G4” portable systems at the PALM Expo 2018 
here.

Available at a starting price of Rs 52,900, the 
wireless portable systems feature industry-stand-
ard wireless solution for media, content creators 
as well as small and medium-sized broadcasters 
worldwide.

“We believe in evolving with the aspirations 
of the audience and with that in mind, we have 
come out with evolution wireless ‘G4’. It marks 
our commitment to evolving with both its current 
customers and those of the coming generations,” 
Vipin Pungalia, Director Professional Segment, 
Sennheiser India, said in a statement.

The new “G4” series would be fully compat-
ible with all previous evolution wireless genera-
tions, thus, safeguarding any earlier purchases.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Mumbai, June 9 (IANS): The Re-
serve Bank of India’s (RBI) deci-
sion to hike the repo rate by 25 
basis points boosted the investor 
sentiments, which in turn lifted 
the key equity indices during the 
week ended on Friday.

Weak global cues and depre-
ciation in the rupee, however, 
weighed on the indices and lim-
ited the gains during the week. 

The barometer 30-scrip Sen-
sitive Index (Sensex) of the BSE 
rose by 216.41 points or 0.61 per 
cent to close at 35,443.67 points 
on a weekly basis. 

The wider Nifty50 of the 
NSE closed the week’s trade 
at 10,767.65 points -- up 71.45 
points or 0.67 per cent -- from its 
previous close. 

“Market sentiments got a 
boost as RBI retained its neutral 
policy stance raising hopes that 
probably there would be no more 
rate hikes in the near future,” said 
Rahul Sharma, Senior Research 
Analyst at Equity99. 

Hem Securities’ Director, Pra-
teek Jain said: “This was a week 
of two halves for the market. The 
first saw the market falling in an-
ticipation of a rate hike by the 
central bank.”

“But when the RBI announced 
a rate hike markets shot up and 
recovered the losses. In fact, it 
closed 0.6 per cent higher than 
the previous week despite a 25 
basis points hike announced by 
the central bank,” he added.

Following a cycle of rate cuts 
begun in January 2015, the RBI 
on Wednesday raised its key in-
terest rate for the first time by 25 
basis points to 6.25 per cent.

“The reverse repo rate under 
the liquidity adjustment facility 
(LAF) stands adjusted to 6 per 

cent and the marginal standing 
facility (MSF) rate and the Bank 
Rate to 6.50 per cent,” the RBI 
had said.

Rupee meanwhile hit a one 
month low of 67.54 during the 
week due to an appreciation of 
the dollar against all major cur-
rency and outflows of funds from 
India, Jain said.

On Friday, the rupee closed 
at 67.51 against the US dollar 
depreciating by 45 paise from its 
previous week’s close of 67.06 per 
greenback.

In terms of investments, pro-
visional figures from the stock 
exchanges showed that foreign 
institutional investors bought 
scrips worth Rs 1,367.22 crore, 
while the domestic institutional 
investors purchased stocks worth 
Rs 2,131.56 crore during the 
week.

Figures from the National 
Securities Depository (NSDL) 
revealed that foreign portfolio 
investors (FPIs) invested equi-
ties worth Rs 3,757.94 crore, or 
$560.40 million, in the week end-
ed on June 8.

The top weekly Sensex gain-
ers were Sun Pharma (up 9.38 per 
cent at Rs 528.20); Tata Motors 
(up 7.96 per cent at Rs 310.05); 
Tata Motors (DVR) (up 7.96 per 
cent at Rs 186.20); Tata Steel (up 
6.99 per cent at Rs 599.50); and 
Dr Reddy’s Lab (up 6.26 per cent 
at Rs 2,062.90 per share).

The major losers were Power 
Grid (down 3.59 per cent at Rs 
198.50); HDFC Bank (down 2.82 
per cent at Rs 2,050.10); Larsen 
and Toubro (down 2.02 per cent 
at Rs 1,343.60); Adani Ports 
(down 1.98 per cent at Rs 379.50); 
and NTPC (down 1.64 per cent at 
Rs 161.55 per share).

Kolkata, June 9 (IANS): 
The country’s larg-
est lender, State Bank 
of India (SBI), is look-
ing at recovering more 
than Rs 40,000 crore of 
its stressed assets in the 
current fiscal, an official 
said on Saturday.

“Our expectation is 
that we will be making 
a recovery of more than 
Rs 40,000 crore in the 
current financial year. 
We expect to get around 
Rs 25,000-30,000 crore 
from IBC (Insolvency 
and Bankruptcy Code) 
route and the balance 
would be recovered from 
other sources like sale to 
ARCs and one time set-
tlement,” lender’s Dep-
uty Managing Director 
(Stressed Assets Resolu-
tion Group) Pallav Mo-
hapatra said.

Under IBC the lend-
er’s exposure in the first 
list of stressed accounts 
as referred by Reserve 
Bank of India was Rs 
48,000 crore and for the 
second list, the exposure 
was to the tune of Rs 
28,000 crore, he said.

“In total, our expo-
sure for the stressed ac-
counts which were re-
ferred to IBC as per RBI 
direction was Rs 76,000 
crore,” he said.

So far, only two cases 
have been resolved, he 
said.

“In case of Bhushan 
Steel, we have got Rs 
8,500 crore with a 30 
per cent haircut and 
our claim was around 
Rs 11, 500 crore. For the 
other case, the money 
has been deposited to 
escrow account. Once 
the court gives the clear-
ance, it will be adjusted,” 
Mohapatra said.

He further said the 
proceed from the Bhush-
an Steel case, would go 
in the write-off of provi-
sions and reduction of 
non performing assets. 

When asked if it was 
a concern for the lender 
when liquidation were 
happening more in the 
corporate insolvency 
resolution process, he 
said, since the lender 
made provisions, on the 
balance sheet front, it 
does “not have much of 
worry on that”.

“We are expecting 
more recovery but it 
is not to that extent,” 
he added.  The lender 
proactively filed around 
250 cases in National 
Company Law Tribunals 
and the total exposure 
would be around Rs 
95,000 crore, he added.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, June 9: An e-
commerce site online fur-
niture store ‘House Sutra’ 
has opened its first physi-
cal outlet at 3rd Mile, near 
Chekiye village in Di-
mapur on Saturday. 

House Sutra is an 
omni-channel furniture 

store that caters unique 
experience and provides 
custom-made furniture 
at affordable prices, with 
free home delivery serv-
ices. The Dimapur outlet 
is co-founded by Ovi K 
Yeptho.

The company started 
as a supplier before pro-

New Delhi, June 9 (PTI): 
Gold recaptured the Rs 
32,000-level by gain-
ing Rs 100 to trade at Rs 
32,050 per 10 gram at the 
bullion market today, ex-
tending its rising streak 
to the fourth straight day 
on persistent buying by 
local jewellers amid firm 
trend overseas.

Silver also strength-
ened by Rs 100 to Rs 
41,100 per kg, backed by 
increased offtake by in-
dustrial units and coin 
makers.

Traders said in-
creased buying by local 
jewellers to meet retail-
ers’ demand at domestic 
spot market and a firm 
trend overseas kept gold 
prices higher.

Globally, gold rose 
by 0.17 per cent to USD 
1,299 an ounce and sil-
ver by 0.60 per cent to 
USD 16.77 an ounce in 
New York in yesterday’s 
trade.

In the national capi-
tal, gold of 99.9 per cent 
and 99.5 per cent pu-
rity rose further Rs 100 
each to Rs 32,050 and Rs 
31,900 per ten gram, re-
spectively. It had gained 
Rs 350 in the previous 
three sessions.

Bhubaneswar, June 9 
(IANS): Union Petroleum 
Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan said on Saturday 
two synthetic natural gas 
(SNG) projects will come 
up in Odisha.

“Two SNG projects 
will come up at Talcher 
and Paradip where gas 
will be produced from 
coal. While GAIL will set 
up the project at Talcher, 
IOCL’s project will come 
up at Paradip,” said Prad-
han. He was attending a 
roadshow organised by 
Petroleum and Natural 
Gas Regulatory Board for 
9th City Gas Distribution 
(CGD) bidding round 
here.

He said seven geo-
graphical areas have been 
identified covering 17 
districts of Odisha for 9th 
CGD bidding round for 
the investors.

He said work for CGD 
network has been start-
ed in Cuttack and Bhu-
baneswar.

Mumbai, June 9 (PTI): Castorseeds bold and 
castoroilcommercial eased further at the Vashi oils 
and oilseeds wholesale market here today following 
lower demand from soaps and shippers industries.

Elsewhere, refined palmolein marginal down due 
to sluggish demand from retailers.

While, groundnut oil and linseeds oil ruled steady 
in absence of any large-scale buying activity.

In the non-edible segment, castorseeds bold slid 
by Rs 5 per 100kg to Rs 3,990 from Friday’s closing 
level of Rs 3,995 and castoroil commercial inched 
down per 10kg to Rs 828.

Linseeds oil end unaltered to Rs 800 per 10kg.
Moving to edible section, refined palmolein sof-

tened by a Re per 10kg to Rs 716 and groundnut oil 
closed unchanged at Rs 825 per 10kg.

HORNBILL SCHOOL
Chekiye Village, Chishi Garden 

TEACHERS WANTED 
Applicants are invited to apply for the posts listed below: 

Walk-in-interview: 13th June - 22nd June 
Contact No: 8416098118 / 8787617470

Qualification
1.  Assistant English Teacher - Graduate + B.Ed
2.  Assistant Social Studies Teacher - Graduate + B.Ed
3.  Elementary School Teacher - Graduate +   
  Montessori trained
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GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE

NAGALAND HEALTH PROJECT
NAGALAND: KOHIMA – 797001No. NHP/Procurement-I/2017/ 745 Dated: Kohima 10th June 2018

Notice Inviting Tender:  Advertisement No. 745
(National Competitive Bidding)

The Directorate of Health & Family Welfare, Government of Nagaland is implementing Nagaland Health Project (NHP) financed by the World Bank and invites sealed bids 
through National Competitive Bid procedure from eligible bidders for details as below:

Activity – A.
Construction 
of works

Lot  1 : Mon District Hospital

District Hospitals infrastructural 
improvement in the area  of :
A) Construction of Rain Water 

harvesting, Water    Supply 
works  & Sanitation works

B) Supply, Erection, Testing & 
commissioning of Solar PV 
hybrid Power Plants and 
related Solar & Electrical 
Works 

C) Construction of Bio-medical 
Waste  management 
treatment facility

D) Miscellaneous civil works 

Approx Contract Value / Time Period 
for Completion

Lot 1 - 2.74 Crores /  8  months
Lot 2-  3.14 Crores /  8  months
Lot 3-  3.41 Crores /  8  months

Cost of the Bidding document Rs.2000/- Per Lot; Rs 6000/- for all Lots

Lot 2:Wokha District 
Hospital

Bid Security
Rs.2. 74 lakhs for Lot 1; Rs.3.14 lakhs  for 
Lot 2; Rs. 3.41 Lakhs for Lot 3

Pre-Bid Meeting
20th  June  2018 at 11 hours at NHP, 
DoH&FW, Kohima

Lot 3 :Zunheboto District 
Hospital

Last date of downloading the Bids 10th July 2018

Last date & time for Submission 
Opening Date & Time

10th  July at 11:30 AM & Opening same 
day  at 12:00 Noon

The Bidders may bid for single Lot or Two lots of their choice or for all Lots. Download the bidding documents and DPR from www.nhmnagaland.in 
and cost of bid price in Demand Draft/ Cheque should be submitted along with the sealed bids.

Activity –B

Request for Expression of Interest (REOI) are invited from Eligible Consulting firms for Hiring of Agency to provide consultancy and associated 
services for State-Wide integrated Health Management Information System in the Department of Health & Family Welfare, Govt. of Nagaland. 
Last date of submission of EOI  is 29th June’18 at 11:30 AM & opening on the same day at 12 noon. 
Download the detailed REOI & Terms of References (ToR) from www.nhmnagaland.in

Sd/-
Commissioner & Secretary 

Chairman PEC, Nagaland Health Project (Under World Bank)
Directorate of Health & Family Welfare, Kohima, Nagaland KG-2563

gressing to manufactur-
ing to have direct control 
over quality. Its manufac-
turing unit is in Jaipur. It 
delivers products to 19 
cities with Dimapur being 
the 20th.

House Sutra is col-
laborating with local arti-
sans in creating modern 
designs. It has been incu-
bated by Atal Incubation 
Centre under the National 
Institution for Transform-
ing India Aayog (Hindi for 
policy commission). 

Enatoli Sumi, advo-
cate on Record of Stand-
ing Council for Nagaland, 
Supreme Court inaugu-
rated the store. 

In her speech, Sumi 
spoke about the vision for 
Nagaland that would be 
led by the young entre-
preneurs who are capable 
in accepting challenges. 
She also emphasized on 
the importance of sup-
porting fellow Nagas for 
economical, ecological, 
and spiritual growth.

 ‘If you help a fel-
low Naga, you are help-
ing yourself. If he or she 
grows, then you and I 
will also grow. With that 
growth (is) a part of devel-
opment sustenance,’ she 
said. 

Sovereign gold, how-
ever, held steady at Rs 
24,800 per piece of eight 
gram.

In step with gold, sil-
ver ready advanced by 
Rs 100 to Rs 41,100 and 

weekly-based delivery by 
Rs 40 to Rs 40,410 per kg.

Silver coins, how-
ever, remained flat at Rs 
76,000 for buying and Rs 
77,000 for selling of 100 
pieces.

sands of employment op-
portunities for the people 
in the state besides pro-
tecting the environment 
and developing the econ-
omy, said Pradhan.

Informing that natu-
ral gas is the fuel for the 
future, he sought the sup-
port of the state govern-
ment to implement the 
projects in the state.

“CGD networks can-
not be set up without the 
support of state govern-
ment. The Government 
of India has extended the 
supporting hand to Odis-
ha government and I hope 
the state government will 
extend a supporting hand 
for the projects,” said the 
Minister.

Maintaining that clean 
fuels will ensure a greener 
and healthier future for 
the country, he said 9th 
CGD bidding round is the 
biggest round of bids cov-
ering 22 states in a bid to 
transform India to a gas 
based economy.

It will cover the dis-
tricts-Angul, Dhenkanal, 
Sundargarh, Jharsu-
guda, Balasore, Bhadrak, 
Mayurbhanj, Bargarh, 
Deogarh, Sambalpur, 
Ganjam, Nayagarh, Puri, 
Jagatsinghpur, Kendra-
para,, Jajpur and Keon-
jhar. “CGD projects will 
be set up in 19 districts 
of Odisha in the next five 
years with an investment 
of about Rs 3,000-3,500 
crore in the state,” said the 
Minister.

It will generate thou-
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DAILY

PATH
“Who will hug everybody?” That was one of the questions our friend Steve asked after he got 

the news that he had cancer and realized he would be away from our church for a while. Steve 
is the kind of man who makes everyone feel welcome—with a friendly greeting, a warm hand-

shake, and even a “holy hug” for some—to adapt an application from Romans 16:16, which says, 
“Greet one another with a holy kiss.”

And now, as we pray for Steve that God will heal him, he is concerned that as he goes through 
surgery and treatment—and is away from our church for a time—we will miss out on those wel-
coming greetings. Perhaps not all of us are cut out to greet one another as openly as Steve does, 
but his example of caring for people is a good reminder to us. Notice that Peter says to “offer 
hospitality to one another without grumbling,” or in a way that centers on love (1 Peter 4:9; see 
Philippians 2:14). While first-century hospitality included offering accommodations to travelers—
even that always starts with a welcoming greeting.

As we interact with others in love, whether with a hug or just a friendly smile, we do so “that in 
all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 4:11).

Lord, help us to represent You to others. Guide us to show hospitality in a way that 
will show others Your love.

A Warm Welcome
BIBLE READ:    1 PETER 4:7–11
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Offer hospitality to one another  
without grumbling.    

~   1 Peter 4:9

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

NSSATA 2010 & 2013 Agitation 
Should Not Be Taken So Lightly By All

All Things are Possible By the Life, Wisdom and Power of God

How Fairy Tales Have Stood the Test of Time

N
agaland SarvaShikshaAbhiyan 
Teachers’ Association (NSSATA) 
2010&2013 demand for their 
rights is justifiable. Under Edu-

cation Department (DoSE) Nagaland,there 
are many categories of teachers including 
backdoor appointed teachers. Those back-
door appointed teacherswho were regular-
ized by the government are enjoying all the 
benefits and alsodrawing salary in 7th ROP 
since January 2018 without any agitation 
by those teachers. However, the question is 
why the government is silent, reluctant and 
provides step motherly treatment to those 
teachers who were appointed through 
open recruitment examination under Di-
rectorate of School Education? Is it not the 
responsibilities of the Government to pro-
vide NSSATA members their due rights at 

bar with the other regular teachers in the 
State? The teachers in turn need to nurture 
their students to compete with the private 
schools students.

Government cannot ignore and take 
lightly the NSSATA peaceful sit in protest 
at the DoSE and at Nagaland Secretariat. 
Many intellectual and educated person are 
examining and aware of this issue between 
the Govt. and the NSSATA. Affected Gov-
ernment School students all over Nagaland 
need to voice out in support of NSSATA and 
also stand for the right of the teachers who 
are deprived of the rights. We also appeal 
the teachers to dedicate and provide qual-
ity education to all the students. As we all 
know, ‘If the spring is clean, the water that 
flows from spring will always be clean.’

S T Yapang Lkr and Odi Jamir

I
t is beyond human imagination that 
a life is existing in the boundary-less 
space. But it is fact that man is living 
on the earth created by a life which 

is living from everlasting to everlasting ( 
Ps.90:2)

The existence of life in the space is not 
logical or scientific but it is the wonder of 
all wonders and it is the only power of cre-
ating the heavens and the earth. The self-
existent life which is infinite has the pow-
er to create any thing by his command of 
word and the creation in the space is by 
speaking forth of word. Hence the whole 
creation in the universe including human 
life is by the wisdom and power of the life 
of God whose name is JEHOVAH! Thus 
God alone is the Creator and no one else.

Mankind is living by the life, wis-
dom and power of God and by his life, 
wisdom and power alone we are living. 
“ For in him we live and move and have 
our being!(Acts 17:28).    “ For none of us 

lives to himself alone and none of us dies 
to himself alone. If we live, we live to the 
Lord: and if we die, we die to the Lord. So 
whether we live or die, we belong to the 
Lord.” (Rom.14:7-8).

By the infinite life, wisdom and power 
of God the heavens and the earth are ex-
isting. Hence the exixtence of the heavens 
and the earth speaks of the infinite life, 
wisdom and power of God. Human life 
speaks of the infinite life, wisdom and 
power of God. The breathing in and out 
of a man, a heart beat and a drop of wa-
ter speak of the life, wisdom and power of 
God. Man lives to die and man dies to live 
incorruptible life, both speak of the life, 
wisdom and power of God.

The whole universe is by the life, wis-
dom and power of God and the whole hu-
man life is by the life, wisdom and power of 
God. So we have to keep on praising God :-

 “ Our God,
How wonderful your life is!

How wonderful your wisdom is!
How wonderful your power is !

How wonderful your creations are!
How wonderful your creation of my 

body, soul and spirit is!
God wants us to be always faithful and 

not faithless and he rebukes  the faithless-
ness of man. When we look forward be-
yond the limit of our wisdom and ability, 
we see the wonderful infinite life, wisdom 
and power of God by which he created 
the heavens and the earth and our faith-
lessness is overcome and faithfulness is 
regained. By his life, wisdom and power, 
God created the heavens and earth and 
the heavens and the earth are existing. By 
his life, wisdom and power, he can fulfil 
what he has promised to us and he can do 
great things by using us as his instruments.

How wonderful his life is!
How wonderful his wisdom is!
How won derful his power is!
How wonderful his love for us is!

The world is great because our creator 
is great.

(He can be contacted at rev.suohie_
mhasi@yahoo.com)

T
he Brothers Grimm have been 
dead more than 150 years, but they 
recently released a new story with 
a little help from artificial intelli-

gence.
The Princess and the Fox was created af-

ter a group of writers, artists and developers 
used a program inspired by predictive text 
on phones to scan the collected stories of 
the Brothers Grimm to suggest words and 
similar phrases. Human writers then took 
over, to help shape the AI’s algorithmic sug-
gestions into the latest Grimm fairy tale.

The new tale tells the story of a talking 
fox who helps a lowly miller’s son rescue a 
beautiful princess from the fate of having to 
marry a horrible prince she does not love.

But here’s the thing, the Brothers Grimm 
didn’t actually write their fairy tales in the 
first place. They collected them – from 
friends, servants, workers and family mem-
bers. Fairy tales, of course, have always 
been retold. They come alive in the telling 
– whether that’s a child listening to an audio 
book in the car, watching Snow White and 
the Huntsman on DVD or singing along to 
Shrek The Musical in the theatre.

The Grimms’ fairy stories were first pub-
lished in 1812 and have never gone out of 
print. The Grimm Brothers were involved 
in the struggle for German independence. 
As part of the case for nationhood, they 
wanted to prove that Germans, as a distinct 
people, had their own folklore. They were 
political campaigners too, and among the 
Göttingen Seven who refused to take an 
oath of loyalty to the new King of Hanover 

when he rejected a more liberal constitu-
tion. They lost their jobs as a result and Ja-
kob Grimm – like many characters in the 
fairy tales – had to go into exile.

Since then Grimms’ Fairy Tales have 
been translated into a hundred languages 
and retold again and again. They have in-
spired thousands of other works, from An-
gela Carter’s The Bloody Chamber to The 
Simpsons’ Treehouse of Horror.

Jakob Grimm wasn’t just a collector 
of folk tales either. He was also a philolo-
gist (someone who studies language) and 
lexicographer whose work is still influen-
tial today. As well as being a master story-
teller, the ideas he developed are still being 
researched in universities. Grimm’s Law, 
named after Jakob Grimm, looks at how 
sounds change as they pass from one lan-
guage to another – “P” tends to become “F”, 

while “G” becomes “W” and so on.
Happily ever after
The Grimms’ fairy stories are still passed 
down through generations. And even 
though the cast of princesses and swine-
herds seem a very long way away from the 
world most of us inhabit, the stories are still 
a crucial part of our cultural heritage. The 
stories the brothers found in Northern Ger-
many at the beginning of the 19th-century 
now belong to everyone.

As a child growing up in Oxford my fa-
ther – a refugee from Germany and, like 
Jakob, a philologist – used to tell me the 
Grimm’s story of The Frog Prince on our 
Sunday walks in the grounds of Blenheim 
Palace.

In my father’s version of the tale, the 
princess first met the frog by the lake – in 

reality built by Capability Brown for the first 
Duke of Marlborough – when she dropped 
her favourite plaything, a golden ball, into 
the water. When they lived happily ever af-
ter, the couple commemorated their meet-
ing by putting golden balls on the top of 
Blenheim Palace. Now when I think of the 
story I think of Blenheim Palace, and I hear 
the splash of the frog in the lake, just as I 
thought I heard it long ago as a child.

This is exactly what stories can do, they 
fold all of their tellers and places together 
– and therein lies their mystery and their 
magic – once a story exists, it changes how 
we experience the world. And that will be 
the only test of “the new Grimm’s tale”, The 
Princess and the Fox – whether it will be re-
told and come to life in the telling.
(Adam Ganz is a reader at the Department 

of Media Arts, Royal Holloway)

When we practice hospitality, we share God’s goodness.

What Does it Mean to Love Your Neighbour as Yourself?
1. Loving your neighbour 
means receiving God's love.

Too begin to love your 
neighbour as yourself, 

you need to know two things: 
you need to know what love is 
and that you are loved. 

The Bible tells us “this is 
love. Not that we loved God 
but that He loved us and sent 
his Son as a propitiation…” (1 
John 4:10). You are the object 
of this love. God loves you. 
Knowing this is imperative. 
And not just loved in a general 
kind of way, but deeply loved 
and unconditionally loved. 
We tap into this when we un-
derstand that God loved us 
first. He’s the source of our 
love. God loved us even be-
fore Jesus gave Himself for us. 
God the Father is the source 
of all love. Before we can give 
this love we need to receive it 
for ourselves. You can’t give 
what you don’t have.

2. Loving your neighbour 
means loving ourselves as 
well.

To love your neighbour as 
yourself as commanded, 

you need to measure correct-
ly. The measurement within 
this command is—as your-
self. To love your neighbour 
as yourself you need to love 
yourself. This is something 
that gets misunderstood in 
the body of Christ often. It 
gets mixed up with dying to 
self and denying self as if we 
need to destroy our self. This 
is not true. 

Jesus died for each and 
every one of us. If Jesus val-
ued us enough to go through 
what He went through, we 
owe it to Him to value what 
He values. We need to love 
what He loves – us. The Bible 
even tells us that the Father 

loves us as much as He loves 
Jesus (John 17:23). How dare 
we not love what the Father 
loves. Learning to love our-
selves prepares and helps us 
to love our neighbour.

3. Loving your neighbour 
means showing grace.

Knowing God is love and 
that this love is for you is 

not enough. It needs to be de-
veloped. Imagine if you had a 
field of good soil and a bag of 
top notch seeds. Would they 
produce a crop all by them-
selves? No. The seeds must be 
planted and cared for. Grace 
takes the seed of His love and 
the soil of our heart and creates 
fruit for the kingdom of God. 

The Bible says, “it’s God 
who works in us both to will 
and to do of His good pleas-
ure” (Philippians 2.13). Loving 
Him and our neighbour pleas-
es Him. Grace helps us do this. 
Grace teaches us proper love 
and respect for ourselves and 
for our neighbour. Freely re-
ceiving His grace empowers 
us to freely give it.

4. Loving your neighbour 
means acting with 
compassion.

When Jesus was asked, 
“Who is my neighbour?” 

He responded with a story: the 
Good Samaritan. Even those 
who have no love for God see 
the value of the story. What is 
the bottom line of this story? 
Who did Jesus say was being a 
neighbour? The one who had 
compassion. 

Compassion is not sim-
ply a warm fuzzy feeling in 
our hearts. Compassion does 
something. A heart that’s 
moved by compassion can-
not sit idly by while someone 
suffers a need. Loving your 
neighbour as yourself is be-

ing moved to help to the full 
extent of your ability.

5. Loving your neighbour 
means looking out for their 
wellbeing.

The NIV translation of 1 
Corinthians 13 says, “love 

protects.” In Philippians 2:4 
it says, “Let each of you look 
not only to his own interests, 
but also to the interests of 
others.” Loving your neigh-
bour as yourself is to look out 
for other people’s wellbeing. 

To look out for them is 
to pay attention. You notice 
if they need something and 
then you help. For example, 
their clothing tag is sticking 
out or they have food on their 
face so you let them know. 
Or something more serious 
like when my neighbour’s 
toddler got out and crossed 
the street. Concerned for his 
safety, I headed over there. 
I was almost there when the 
grandma came out to inter-
cept him and thanked me.

6. Loving your neighbour 
means serving them.

Serving from the heart is 
kindness in action. Kind-

ness is one of the attributes 
of love listed in 1 Corinthians 
13. The funny thing about 
kindness, though, is you can 
do acts of kindness without 
kindness residing in your 
heart. If the kind thing is done 
out of duty then it isn’t love. 

Jesus said he came to 
serve (Matthew 20:28). God, 
who is love, came to serve. 
Love serves. For you to love 
your neighbour as yourself, 
you’ll have a heart to serve 
them. Let them know you’re 
there for them. If they need 
a ride somewhere, you drive 
them. If they need their dog 
or cat checked on while 
they’re out of town, you do 
that for them. Other exam-

ples are getting their mail for 
them or taking them a meal 
if they’re not well. Examples 
in a public setting are to let 
people in front of you in line 
at the store or in traffic.

7. Loving your neighbour 
means speaking kindly.

The childhood rhyme 
about stick and stones 

versus words is not true. 
Words build up or tear down. 
God created the world using 
words. The Bible says Jesus IS 
the Word (John 1:1). 

To love your neighbour 
as yourself is to use words 
to build them up. Speaking 
words of encouragement to 
someone who’s down is the 
most obvious example but 
there are others. We can be 
more intentional with our 
words by looking for and 
magnifying the good. We can 
always find something good if 
we’ll take the time to look for 
it. Examples of this are giving 
someone a compliment and 
telling someone you appreci-
ate them.

8. Loving your neighbour 
means making allowances 
for other people's 
humanity.

We live in a day and age 
when offense is as com-

mon as breathing. Criticism 
is running rampant. Love is 
not easily offended or criti-
cal. Everyone does dumb 
things; no one is always right 
or knows everything. We’re all 
a work in progress. 

I remember sitting 
through a green light. I wasn’t 
trying to inconvenience any-
one. I got stuck in grieving 
daze because a family mem-
ber died. I remember that 
when I encounter people 
driving too slow, sitting at 
lights, or even cutting me off. 
Maybe they have a reason. 

Maybe they’re just being hu-
man. We’re imperfect beings 
that do dumb things often. 

Giving people the ben-
efit of the doubt is loving your 
neighbour. For example, I had 
a lady flailing her arms and 
cursing because I didn’t go 
through an almost red light. 
She was behind me so got 
stuck at the red light with me. I 
don’t know why she was so an-
gry but she may have had oth-
er circumstances surrounding 
her that day. I prayed for her.

9. Loving your neighbour 
means sharing in their joys 
and sorrows.

The Bible says we are to 
“rejoice with those who 

rejoice, mourn with those 
who mourn” (Romans 12:15). 

Celebrating can be diffi-
cult for us at times, especially 
if our neighbour is getting 
something we have longed 
for. For example, a new job, 
a raise, or a pregnancy. Cel-
ebrating with them in spite of 
our own pain is a strong show 

of love. 
Likewise. mourning with 

our neighbour can be hard if 
we don’t know what to say, or 
have recently lost something 
or someone ourselves. Loving 
your neighbour as yourself is 
showing up and being there 
with your heart open, allow-
ing them to be what they are 
and support them.

10. Loving your neighbour 
means forgiving.

Forgiveness is a big deal to 
God. The Bible says He 

planned it for us from the 
foundation of the world (Eph-
esians 1:4). Jesus frequently 
spoke forgiveness over others 
that resulted in the healing of 
their bodies. 

Forgiveness is freely given 
to us and to love your neigh-
bour as yourself you’ll pass 
the forgiveness on. Jesus 
highlighted this in His story 
in Matthew 18 when Peter 
asks how many times is he 
to forgive. He tells the story 
of a king who forgave an 

enormous debt to one of his 
servants. This servant failed 
to pass the forgiveness on. 
He demanded payment of 
a small debt from his neigh-
bour. When the king heard 
of it, he had his servant re-
manded for his debt, revok-
ing the debt cancellation. 
Jesus’ story tells us that love 
always forgives.

We all need forgiveness, 
so loving your neighbour is 
to forgive them as you have 
been.

(Danielle Bernock writes 
about overcoming the effects 
of childhood and emotional 

trauma through the power 
of the love of God. Her first 

book Emerging With Wings: 
A True Story of Lies, Pain, 

And The LOVE that Heals has 
ushered many to emotional 

and spiritual freedom. Other 
books include A Bird Named 

Payn, and Love’s Manifesto. 
For more information or 
to connect with Danielle 

go here: https://www.
daniellebernock.com/)
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Perhaps your fam-
ily is far away and you miss them a lot, Ar-
ies. You need to realize that you can count on 
your friends. They’ll able to prove their love 

for you and show you that you’re as important as the air 
they breathe. They’ll also keep people from taking ad-
vantage of you on your journey toward the impossible.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): That little child 
you once were and that you’re trying so des-
perately to forget is still causing you prob-
lems, Taurus. Why do you try so hard to deny 

that sweet and tender part of you that comes out even 
in your adult life? You’ll forget about your faults, im-
perfections, and complexes more easily if you just re-
member your childhood fondly, and maybe even smile 
about it.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You’ll have all the 
inspiration you need to get to work on some 
of the problems that have been plaguing your 
group lately, Gemini. You’ll use your pragma-

tism and tact to efficiently tackle those things that have 
been making life difficult for the people you love. Help 
people to stay calm in the anxious atmosphere that 
could surround all of you today.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Your family is 
encouraging you to reconsider some of your 
long-term plans, Cancer. In fact, some of 
your loved ones’ needs are changing. But 

the solutions you come up with may not be enough. 
Just don’t panic. You may need to rethink some of your 
strategies, especially concerning your relationships 
with the people closest to you.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Without a doubt, your 
day will have important consequences for the 
future of your love life. The doubts you may 
have today, especially concerning your feel-

ings, are likely to push you to think about things before 
you make any decisions. Should you go back on what 
you’ve done or march on with conviction? This is what is 
at stake right now. Don’t be too hasty about things.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You’re naturally 
involved in things and bursting with energy. 
You’re also trying to work on how you relate 
to other people. However, you tend to want to 

get too involved in their lives at home and at work. You 
even have a tendency to do their work for them some-
times. Try to avoid overworking yourself. Think about 
how you fit into the group around you.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Today you may be won-
dering just how much you should get involved in 
a certain conflict between family members or in 
your career. There’s a lot of pressure on you to find 

an answer to this problem. But all you have to do is not take 
sides and everything should work out fine. You may finally re-
alize that it’s probably best to just let things happen for once.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): You need to 
cut down on stress and stop getting upset 
over nothing, Scorpio. Even if up until now 
you haven’t been able to figure out what is re-

ally bothering you, today you’ll understand some of the 
mysteries of your personality, and understand what it 
is exactly that causes those chronic mood swings of 
yours. You’ll see that you have nothing to worry about.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Those ar-
rogant types really need to watch out around 
you, Sagittarius. Even if they don’t mean you 
any harm, you head straight to the attack in or-

der to make them understand that they don’t intimidate 
you. This constant state of war should calm down a little 
with the current celestial energy. You may even discover 
that people can respect and appreciate you even if you 
aren’t constantly on the defensive.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): This is an 
important day for you, Capricorn, especially 
if you’re an artist. The work you have already 
begun is beginning to escape your grasp. It’s 

time to give it a name and its own identity in the world. Of 
course it’s painful, but you knew it wouldn’t belong to you 
forever. This is your lot in life. You need to accept both the 
joy and the pain of creation.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Are you an intellec-
tual or a poet, a novelist or a playwright, Aquar-
ius? The celestial energy leaves you alone with 
your anxieties and questions. You are sure of only 

one thing - words are the friends you’ve decided to spend the 
rest of your life with. This is a kind of dream and challenge 
that corresponds with your Aquarius identity. Get to work. 
You’ll find your vocation and passion in your writing.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Have you been 
working yourself too hard and denying yourself 
many of the pleasures that you see others en-
joying that you’d like to have? Is there a new pair 

of shoes calling to you from a store window that you just 
can’t let yourself buy? Indulge yourself today. You won’t re-
gret it. It’s important that you not confuse an object’s price 
with its value. Think about it.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

S
cientists and their institutions say 
they’re committed to keeping pain 
and distress to a minimum where 
they can. But that’s no easy task.

Each year, according to the US Depart-
ment of Agriculture, roughly 820,800 guinea 
pigs, dogs, cats, and other animals covered 
by the Animal Welfare Act are used in re-
search in the US; of those, about 71,370 are 
subjected to unalleviated pain. These stats 
don’t track the millions of mice and rats that 
are used in lab experiments and excluded 
from the animal protection law (although 
the rodents are covered by other federal reg-
ulations). Scientists and their institutions 
say they’re committed to keeping pain or 
distress to a minimum in lab animals where 
they can. But how do you know how much 
pain a mouse or a zebrafish feels? And who 
decides how much pain is too much?

The issue of animal suffering was in the 
headlines earlier this year when landlocked 
Switzerland banned the culinary practice 
of boiling lobsters alive. No one knows for 
sure whether these big-clawed crustaceans, 
equipped with only a rudimentary nerv-
ous system, experience pain. Nonetheless, 
Swiss authorities now require stunning lob-
sters in a humane way before tossing them 
into the pot.

I read of this milestone in crustacean 
rights with bemused fascination and an-
thropomorphic cringing, as I imagined the 
lobster’s hypothetical plight. But the Swiss 
move also made me wonder how scientists 
measure and deal with animal pain in re-
search studies. Experiments that use crit-
ters to simulate human illness or injury are 
stepping stones to the medical treatments 
we all use. Yet, the benefits we reap must 
outweigh the costs to animal welfare for 
those sacrifices to be justified, ethicists and 
animal advocates say.

To learn more, I called veterinarian Lar-
ry Carbone, director of the animal care and 
use program at the University of Califor-
nia, San Francisco (UCSF). Policies in most 
countries call for easing or preventing pain 
or distress in lab animals whenever possi-
ble. Since the animals can’t talk, knowing 
how much discomfort they’re in to begin 
with “is really difficult,” Carbone told me. 
But over the years, researchers have devised 
good standardized ways to measure reac-
tions to painful stimuli in rodents and other 
animals. This might, for instance, include 
timing how fast a mouse yanks its paw away 

when you shine a hot light on it, and seeing 
how that reflex differs when a pain drug is 
administered.

More sophisticated tests track behav-
ioral changes to gauge how much a pain-
ful situation bothers a rodent, Carbone 
said. For example, if mice in pain are given 
a choice between a chamber where their 
chow was laced with an analgesic, versus 
a chamber with regular food, they spend 
more time in the place that’s associated 
with pain relief. (Animals respond to many 
of the same analgesic drugs as we do.)

After rodents have undergone abdominal 
surgery in an experiment, researchers also 
can monitor for signs of pain (such as writhing 
or unsteady walking, or changes in burrowing 
or nest-building habits.) Mice are highly mo-
tivated to build nests, Carbone said, and “we 
know if they’re in really bad pain, as much as 
they want a nice nest, they’re not gonna put 
the work into doing that.”

Still, scientists don’t have ways to meas-
ure animal discomfort or distress in all 
experimental contexts, including those 
causing chronic pain or anxiety. And it’s 
been controversial whether certain kinds of 
creatures — not just lobsters but also fish, 
whose brains are so different from ours — 
suffer from pain at all.

While most animals reflexively react 
to harmful stimuli (think of that hot light), 
that’s not the same thing as feeling pain and 
suffering, which are subjective experiences. 
“We can never know for sure” whether lob-
sters and fish go through that, said biolo-
gist Hanno Würbel, who chairs the animal 
welfare division at the University of Bern in 
Switzerland.

Still, he believes that recent studies 
make “a plausible case” that they do.

By law, research labs in the US are sup-
posed to assume that things that are painful 
to people are painful to other animals — in-
cluding fish. The task of then deciding how 
much pain may be inflicted in experiments 
falls to a committee that oversees the care 
and use of animals at each research institu-
tion in accordance with the Animal Welfare 
Act and US Public Health Service regula-
tions and guidelines. These local commit-
tees approve or reject proposed study 
protocols, reviewing whether the pain or 
suffering in animals would exceed accept-
able limits, or could be allayed by anesthe-
sia or analgesics.

Every case is different, said bioethicist 
Tom Beauchamp of Georgetown University. 
“There’s a huge range of territory for people 

to disagree over these matters, which is why 
there’s so much disagreement about the jus-
tifiability of laboratory animal research to 
begin with,” he told me. Compared to the 
US, regulations in the European Union are 
tougher, requiring a formal, detailed analy-
sis of whether the expected harms to ani-
mals in an experiment are justified by the 
anticipated societal benefits of the research. 
Animal advocates such as Cathy Liss, presi-
dent of the Animal Welfare Institute, point 
out that the US has long been “out of step” 
with many other countries in failing to in-
clude lab rodents under the protective re-
quirements of the Animal Welfare Act.

But on either side of the Atlantic, the 
bottom-line is that US and European poli-
cies do allow for experiments that cause 
severe, unalleviated pain to animals when 
it’s the only way to gather valuable scientific 
data.

The dilemma, Carbone told me, is that 
some experiments — testing a new drug 
designed to treat the agony of bone cancer 
against a placebo, for example — are diffi-
cult to do without inflicting pain. In other 
cases, scientists have legitimate concerns 
that using painkillers to treat discomfort 
caused by experimental procedures could 
skew the results. A study using rodents to 
assess whether an infusion of stem cells 
could help patients after a heart attack 
could be one such instance, Carbone not-
ed. Dosing the rodents with pain relievers 
after they’ve undergone a surgical proce-
dure that simulates a heart attack might af-
fect their response to the stem-cell therapy.

On the other hand, he pointed out, pain 
itself can trigger immune system responses, 
hinder sleep and eating patterns, and pos-
sibly impede postsurgical healing — so if 
you don’t treat the animals’ pain, it might 
also skew the experiment’s outcomes. So is 
the quality of a research study better when 
pain is relieved, or not?

It can be a real ethical and scientific co-
nundrum, Carbone said, often with no clear 
answers. Maybe it turns out that to get usa-
ble data on a particular question, untreated 
pain is unavoidable. “But then, the ethical 
question is, Okay, is that worth it?” he said. 
“Do we really need this? Is every single sci-
entific question important enough to sub-
ject animals to pain?”

From Liss’s perch at the Animal Welfare 
Institute, any study that looks to use ani-
mals warrants careful consideration, she 
said, but “there should be an incredibly 
high bar if any individual animal is caused 

unrelieved pain.”
In a report this March from the Universi-

ty of Bristol in UK, medical sociologist Pan-
dora Pound and animal welfare researcher 
Christine Nicol provided a big-picture 
perspective on whether animal research is 
worth it. In the first study of its kind, they 
systematically assessed the harms ver-
sus benefits of 212 animal studies relating 
to six drug therapies, four of which are in 
clinical use today. Conducted from 1967 to 
2005, those studies collectively used around 
27,149 mice, rats, pigs, sheep, monkeys, and 
other animals.

Most of the protocols appeared to inflict 
severe harms on the animals, with 13 % of 
the studies failing to report use of anesthe-
sia and 97 % making no mention of pain-
relieving drugs. Overall, they found, the 
studies were poorly designed, which meant 
they couldn’t contribute conclusive find-
ings toward clinical benefit. In such cases, 
“any suffering endured by animals loses its 
moral justification,” Pound and Nicol wrote 
in an email to me.

Using a cost-benefit analysis tool to as-
sess the ethical acceptability of the studies, 
Pound and Nicol deemed that more than 
93 % failed to pass muster. “At present the 
situation is deeply unethical,” they con-
cluded, adding that the general argument 
that harms of animal research are justified 
by benefits to people “does not hold up.”

These are sobering and contentious 
charges, and Pound has previously drawn 
criticism for her views. But there are impor-
tant caveats to this latest work. For starters, 
it’s always hard to predict the ultimate ben-
efits from any animal study, especially with 
basic research that investigates how biology 
works.

Further, while almost none of the stud-
ies in the analysis reported using analgesic 
drugs, we don’t know for sure how often 
animal pain actually went untreated. In a 
2016 study, Carbone and a UCSF colleague 
found that 40 % of animal studies involving 
major surgery failed to mention using an-
esthesia — even though such surgeries usu-
ally do employ it, Carbone told me, because 
otherwise a mouse or rat won’t stay still for 
it. Many researchers just don’t bother in-
cluding the information in their write-ups.

At the same time, around 75 % of stud-
ies didn’t mention giving pain relievers, also 
suggesting that post-surgical discomfort 
is probably undertreated in animals. But 
without detailed data, the UCSF research-
ers noted, it’s hard to draw firm conclu-

sions. Carbone is hopeful that things are 
getting better: More and more, he told me, 
it’s becoming standard for lab veterinarians 
to give rodents long-lasting pain drugs after 
surgery.

The authors of the newer UK report ac-
knowledged that some animal severity rat-
ings in their analysis may have been lower 
if anesthesia and painkillers were indeed 
administered — although Pound noted 
that those ratings were only one of the fac-
tors weighing into the overall harm-benefit 
analysis results. For now, they’re sticking 
with their conclusions and recommending 
reforms, including adoption of technologi-
cal alternatives to animal research.

Würbel, the Swiss biologist, called for a 
more measured reading of things, however. 
The UK study is innovative, he said, but it’s 
one “in a whole ocean” of meta-research 
parsing the reliability and value of animal 
studies. “I think if you look at everything, 
then you will get a more nuanced picture 
of the situation,” he said. “I think we have 
learned a great deal from animal research.”

Meanwhile, when I asked the NIH Office 
of Laboratory Animal Welfare for its take on 
the report, a spokesman (in the Office of 
Extramural Research) sent me a five-page 
email response that explained the laws and 
policies that govern NIH-funded experi-
ments on lab animals. To cut to the chase: 
The agency takes the humane use and 
care of research animals “very seriously.” It 
pointed out that the UK analysis reviewed 
an older body of studies, which don’t re-
flect today’s US standards for the use of lab 
animals. And it emphasized that animal re-
search helped pave the way for treatments 
for many devastating conditions in people 
and “continues to revolutionize our under-
standing of health and disease.”

Okay. Yet it also seems clear that current 
practices involving animal experiments 
remain far from perfect. As Würbel put it, 
“there is huge scope for improvement” — 
including a pressing need to address the 
problem of sloppily conducted animal re-
search whose results fail to hold up in stud-
ies of people.

If studies don’t produce valid, reproduc-
ible results, he said, “you’re simply wasting 
animals for no good reason.”

(Ingfei Chen is a California-based 
writer whose stories have appeared 
in publications including Scientific 
American, The New York Times, and 

Spectrum. She is a former Knight Science 
Journalism fellow at MIT.)

T
he Shanghai Cooperation Organi-
sation summit in Qingdao which 
got underway June 9 is likely to take 
the grouping’s focus on regional 

diplomacy and security to a higher level. 
China already seems excited over India and 
Pakistan’s entry, with President Xi saying 
this has increased the SCO’s “potential for 
cooperation”, especially terror fighting ca-
pability.

The coordinated entry of India and Pa-
kistan into a regional security body will be 
marketed as the SCO’s key achievement 
– something even Washington has been 
unable to accomplish. The addition of an-
other 1.5 billion people provides fresh ex-
citement, for the SCO will now represent 
the voice of three billion people – that’s half 
the world’s population.

The SCO was set up in 2001 and its 
membership today comprises China, Rus-
sia, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Kyr-
gyzstan, India and Pakistan. Afghanistan, 
Iran, Belarus and Mongolia are observers.

No explicit signs are in the offing, but 
Putin and Xi have a stake in offering to 
play an informal mediatory role between 
the two South Asian neighbours. Such a 
scenario looks premature at the moment 
but Russia and China know that the high-
level and broad-based diplomatic and 
security interactions which take place at 
different levels under the SCO framework 
could bring about a positive change in the 
regional climate. President Xi recently said 
that the SCO is an ideal platform to turn the 
decades old hostility between India and Pa-

kistan into friendship. 
Russia’s shift of policy towards Pakistan 

has been a nuanced one, with Moscow 
playing a balancing game without sacrific-
ing its ties with traditional partner India.

Weapon sales aren’t the main consider-
ation for Russia’s improved ties with Islam-
abad, but they do serve Moscow’s interest 
to work on the widening US-Pak mistrust – 
besides filling up the strategic space the US 
is vacating in a region that borders Central 
Asia. Given the continuing standoff with 
the West, closer ties with Islamabad adds 
to Russia’s foreign policy options. Also, Rus-
sian seem unwilling to leave Pakistan en-
tirely to China and has been making efforts 
to extend its own influence over Islamabad.

Today, both Beijing and Moscow are vis-
ited frequently by the Pakistani civilian and 
military leadership, including by national 
security advisor Nasser Khan Janjua, army 
chief General Qamar Bajwa, foreign minis-
ter Khwaja Muhammad Asif and others.

Moscow plans to host the next military 
drills of SCO Peace Mission 2018 in the 
Urals in August/September, with the inclu-
sion of both India and Pakistan. At the same 
time, it is clear that Moscow does not plan 
to use Islamabad against India, the way 
China tends to do.

Though the SCO’s charter prohibits the 
raising of bilateral issues, Moscow and Bei-
jing seem eager to make the organisation a 
pivot for closer India-Pakistan entente. In 
fact, Beijing hosted the conference of SCO’s 
Security Council secretaries last month 
where President Xi received top Indian and 
Pakistani security officials.

On May 25, Pakistan hosted the SCO-
RATS dialogue of legal experts in Islamabad 

to discuss ways and mean to tackle terror. 
This proved to be the first litmus test for Xi’s 
diplomacy as it meant getting officials from 
India and Pakistan in the same room to dis-
cuss terrorism.

For New Delhi, the “consultation in Is-
lamabad was part of its commitment to 
fight terrorism” but Islamabad saw the legal 
experts meeting as a prime opportunity to 
portray itself as a victim, and not the fount, 
of terrorism. The Pakistanis spoke the 
about sacrifices they had made – $120 bil-
lion plus the lives of thousands of citizens 
and security personnel – in fighting against 
terror. They pleaded against identifying ter-
rorism with any religion or country. Not just 
that, Pakistan offered to share its vast expe-
riences of winning terror battles with fellow 
SCO states.

The grouping, in fact, does provide a 
rare opportunity for the militaries of mem-
ber states to engage in joint military drills 
where they coordinate on operational de-
tails and share intelligence.

Thanks to the SCO, in the coming 
months, Indian and Pakistani troops par-
ticipated in the ‘Fanfare for Peace Military 
Tattoo’ in China and will join ‘Peace Mis-
sion 2018’, the  joint counter terrorism drill 
to be held in the Urals.

At the Astana summit last year, when 
India and Pakistan were formally inducted 
as members, the SCO adopted an “anti-
extremism treaty” document which awaits 
approval. The aim is to draw up measures 
to prevent youth from turning to extrem-
ism deepen exchanges, hold joint exercises, 
foster military culture, education and the 
training of security agencies.

A call to pledge strict adherence to the 

SCO charter on “Long-Term Neighbourli-
ness, Friendship and Cooperation” would 
aim to bind the two new members – In-
dia and Pakistan – to the ‘Shanghai Spirit’ 
through a five-year action plan that runs till 
2022. Both South Asian countries will com-
mit to “strictly follow” the spirit of “good-
neighbourliness” prescribed in Article 1 of 
SCO’s charter.

CPEC’s long shadow
The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) still remains the elephant in the 
room, but Beijing has recently refrained 
from making any direct comment on Pa-
kistan’s May 21 decision to approve the 
Gilgit-Baltistan Order 2018 – seen as a step 
in the direction of incorporating the region 
as the country’s fifth province. The Chinese 
official position is that the Kashmir dispute 
should be resolved through “dialogue and 
consultation” and that CPEC will not affect 
China’s stand on the Kashmir issue.

So far, India has stood by its position 
that “talks and terrorism can’t go together”. 
Yet if recent developments are anything to 
go by, terrorism and ‘consultations’ seem 
possible if not through bilateral parleys 
then through multilateral means via the 
SCO calendar of meetings.

Quite clearly, Prime Minister Modi’s 
back-to-back “informal” summit diplo-
macy with President Putin and President Xi 
at Wuhan and Sochi was not only aimed at 
finding a common ground at the trilateral 
level but also at looking for ways to roll out 
a fresh engagement process between India 
and Pakistan. Meaningful engagement will 
likely await at least the results of the Paki-
stani general election next month if not 

India’s own in May 2019 but the possibility 
of Modi talking to the caretaker Pakistani 
prime minister, Nasir-Ul-Mulk, in Qingdao 
can’t be ruled out.

In a significant breakthrough the mili-
taries of India and Pakistan at the DGMO 
level agreed last month to fully remain 
committed to the ceasefire understanding 
of 2003 in letter and spirit.

This was followed by New Delhi’s 
“ceasefire” announcement on May 16 to 
suspend offensive operations in Kashmir 
during the month of Ramzan. Union home 
minister Rajnath Singh has also shown in-
terest in holding a dialogue with Kashmiri 
separatists including the Hurriyat. The sep-
aratists initially showed their keenness to 
join peace talks provided ‘Indian leadership 
speaks in one voice and with clarity.

A complicating factor, of course, is that 
the situation in the Valley has been wors-
ening over the past year, which means 
militancy appears once again to have taken 
indigenous roots and may not be fully ame-
nable to Pakistani control.

Clearly, the SCO is becoming a pivoting 
point for entente between India, Pakistan 
and China. In fact, the recent reciprocal 
moves made by all sides provide some in-
teresting possible indicators.

It is also clear that China enjoys greater 
leverage over the terror machine in Paki-
stan than the US does – a fact admitted 
even by Trump’s national security advisor 
John Bolton. New Delhi cannot rule out this 
fact while dealing with Beijing on security.

(P. Stobdan, a former Indian ambassador 
to Kyrgyzstan, is an expert on Himalayan 

and Inner Asian affairs.)
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26 killed in dust storms, lightning 
strikes in UP; heavy rain lash Mumbai

RSS defamation case: Rahul to 
appear in Thane court on Tuesday

Shantaram Naik, Goa’s ‘original’ Congress leader dies EC rejects Congress charges of fake voters in MP 

India will be free 
of leprosy this 
year— Nadda 

Quality health services to help India achieve MMR below 70 — Unicef

Maoist threat to PM: Cong 
says probe it, don’t politicise it 

Kejriwal accuses CBI , ACB 
of trying to frame him 

Karnataka coalition ministry 
to start working from Monday

PTI

Arvind Kejriwal (File Photo)

PTI

Rescuers shift people to safe places from a water logged street following heavy monsoon showers in 
Mumbai on Saturday, June 9, 2018.

PTI

Rahul Gandhi (File Photo)

Shantaram Naik

New Delhi, June 9 (PTI): 
Twenty-six people were 
killed in dust storms and 
lightning that struck parts 
of Uttar Pradesh yester-
day, while two persons 
died today in rain-related 
incidents in Maharashtra.

A downpour battered 
Mumbai, causing disrup-
tions in rail and air traffic, 
and a dust storm hit the 
national capital and its 
surrounding areas that 
had been reeling under 
the scorching heat for a 
few days.

There were reports of 
rains in Punjab, Haryana 
and some parts of Uttar 
Pradesh, which had been 
sweating it out in swelter-
ing conditions.

As many as 26 people 
were killed due to dust 
storms and lightning 
strikes in Uttar Pradesh, 
a government spokesper-
son said today.

Dust storms and light-
ning hit places in 11 dis-
tricts of the state last night 
resulting in the death of 
26 people, he said.

While  f ive  deaths 
each were reported from 
Jaunpur and Sultanpur, 
four died in Unnao, three 
each died in Chandauli 
and Bahraich, two in Rae 
Bareli and one each in 
Mirzapur, Sitapur, Am-
ethi and Pratapgarh, the 
spokesperson said.

Kannauj district was 
also affected by a dust 
storm but no casualty 
was reported from there, 

he said.
Meanwhile,  Chief 

Minister Yogi Adityanath 
has directed the district 
magistrates of the affect-
ed areas to immediately 
provide compensation 
to families of those killed 
and said no laxity will be 
tolerated.

I n  M a h a r a s h t r a’s 
Thane district, fisher-
man Steni Admani (66) 
was struck by lightning 
at around 6 am. He died 
on the spot, said Shivaji 
Patil, chief of the District 
Disaster Control Cell.

Six others, who were 
out in the open at that 

time, were also injured 
due to the lightning strike 
and have been admitted 
to a local hospital.

A woman, who was 
riding pillion on a two-
wheeler died after the 
vehicle rammed into a 
truck on the GB Road. An 
official said heavy rains 
apparently led to the ac-
cident.

Heavy rains pound-
ed Mumbai, leading to a 
slight delay in the running 
of suburban trains.

The Indian Meteoro-
logical Department de-
clared the onset of the 
monsoon over Mumbai, 

the adjoining Thane-
Konkan areas, Ahmedna-
gar, Parbhani and other 
parts of Maharashtra.

Trains on the subur-
ban section of the Cen-
tral Railway (CR) were 
running late due to the 
showers, an official said, 
adding that there were no 
cancellations. Two flights 
had to be diverted due to 
the bad weather.

Over the years, heavy 
monsoon rains have para-
lysed Mumbai, flooding 
streets and disrupting 
land, air and road traffic.

A dust storm, with 
winds gusting up to 70 

kmph, hit the national 
capital  this  evening, 
bringing some relief from 
the searing heat.

T h e  d u s t  s t o r m 
pushed the temperature 
down by a few notches 
on what was a sultry day. 
The city recorded a high 
of 40.5 degrees Celsius 
and a low of 30 degrees 
Celsius, according to the 
MeT office.

The humidity levels 
were recorded at 71 per 
cent.

Su l t r y  c o n d i t i o n s 
abated in Haryana and 
Punjab after rains. Chan-
digarh, which received 
rainfall earlier in the day, 
had a high of 33.8 degrees 
Celsius, down five notch-
es against normal.

In Punjab, Amritsar 
recorded a maximum of 
31.7 degrees Celsius after 
rains. Haryana’s Ambala, 
lashed by a heavy down-
pour, recorded a high of 
31.9 degrees Celsius.

However, Hisar and 
Bhiwani continued to 
brave the hot weather 
at 41 and 41.4 degrees 
Celsius.

T h e  w e a t h e r m a n 
predicted rains in Ut-
tarakhand, Himachal 
Pradesh, Punjab, Ut-
tar Pradesh, Haryana, 
Jammu and Kashmir, 
Rajasthan, West Bengal, 
Odisha, Jharkhand, Aru-
nachal Pradesh, Assam, 
Meghalaya, Bihar, Mad-
hya Pradesh, and Chhat-
tisgarh tomorrow.

Thane/Mumbai, June 9 
(IANS): Congress Presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi will 
appear in a Thane court 
on June 12 for a hearing in 
a defamation case filed by 
an RSS worker. This comes 
days after former Presi-
dent and senior Congress 
leader Pranab Mukherjee 
attended an RSS event in 
Nagpur.

The defamation case 
was filed by a Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) 
activist Rajesh Kunte fol-
lowing Gandhi’s utterances 
at a rally in Thane in March 
2014 in which he had ac-
cused the RSS of killing Ma-
hatma Gandhi, the Father 
of the Nation.

At the June 12 hear-
ing, the charges are likely 
to be framed against the 
Congress President by the 
Bhiwandi court.

Later, Gandhi will travel 
to Mumbai and directly 
interact with the party’s 
over 15,000 booth-level 

workers at a function in 
Bombay Exhibition Centre, 
Goregaon, a crucial exer-
cise ahead of the 2019 Lok 
Sabha elections.

T h i s  w o u l d  m a r k 
the launch of a nation-
al endeavour, “Project 
Shakti” through which 
the Congress President 
would establish direct 
communication between 
the grassroots workers 
and the party’s central 
leadership, said Mumbai 
Congress President Sanjay 
Nirupam.

He said the party work-
ers would be enrolled for 
the project using their basic 
details and confirming that 
those enrolling were actu-
ally Congress men. These 
filtered people would then 
need to send an SMS on 
a contact number which 
would be provided to them 
by the party officials.

These will enable the 
ground-level workers to 
share their ideas and views 

with the central leader-
ship of the party which will 
boost their morale ensur-
ing a proper flow of com-
munication internally

Nirupam said that 
the all-India level project 
would be kickstarted in 
Mumbai by Gandhi and 
it was being considered a 
“path-breaking initiative 
of the Congress party to 
link with the extremely 
crucial chain in the party 
machinery”.

“The ‘Project Shakti’ 
will not only ensure the 
connect with the ground-
level workers but also en-
sure that their grievances, 
if any, are resolved at the 
earliest.

 Every person who be-
lieves in the ideologies of 
the Congress, their inputs 
are important to us. Also, 
it will help us look at the 
problems of Mumbai at a 
micro level where develop-
ment actually takes place,” 
Nirupam explained.

In the 2009 Lok Sabha 
elections, of the six seats in 
Mumbai, the Congress had 
bagged five while its ally 
Nationalist Congress Party 
(NCP) got one.

However, 2014 proved 
a major setback for the 
party’s stronghold when 
the Congress-NCP lost all 
the city seats to the Shiv 
Sena-Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP).

Nirupam, who had 
contested from Mumbai 
North, failed to retain the 
seat and lost to the BJP 
candidate by a large mar-
gin in 2014.

Panaji, June 9 (IANS): 
Known for his steady flow 
of incisive press notes and, 
therefore, invariably billed 
as a ‘paper tiger’ by rivals in 
the BJP, former state Con-
gress president Shantaram 
Naik died on Saturday after 
suffering a massive heart 
attack. He was 72 and is 
survived by wife Beena and 
son Archit.

Naik, who relinquished 
charge as the state Con-
gress president in April, 
died on the way to a hospi-
tal in the morning. 

Naik’s wife is the sister 
of high profile criminal 
lawyer Ujjwal Nikam who, 
as special public prosecu-
tor, was responsible for 
pleading the Maharastra 
government’s case against 
the accused in the 1993 
Mumbai terror attacks 
and 26/11 terror strikes in 
Mumbai.

Congress President Ra-
hul Gandhi said: “I’m sorry 
to hear about the passing 
away of Shri Shantaram 
Naik... who played an im-
portant role in the battle for 
Goa’s statehood.” 

“My condolences to his 
family in their time of grief. 

May his soul rest in peace.”
In the ultra treacher-

ous, double-crossing, party 
swapping world of Goa’s 
politics, where a majority 
of Congress leaders, both 
youngsters and veterans, 
have brazenly walked in 
and out of political parties, 
Naik was a rare breed who 
stayed put in the party and 
was one of the rare few 
“original” Congressmen.

His faith in the party 
paid off over time with the 
Congress appointing him 
as the state president on 
numerous occasions. He 
was elected to the Rajya 

Sabha twice and Lok Sabha 
once in 1984.

“S h a n t a r a m  Na i k 
played his part as a Con-
gressman in the develop-
ment and progress in the 
state of Goa. Shantaram 
has worked for the party 
even to his last breath, be-
cause he was a state Con-
gress president just a few 
months back. We have lost 
a great Congressman,” 
former Chief Minister and 
Congress MLA Luizinho 
Faleiro told IANS.

Not a mass-based 
politician, Naik, however, 
was known for his steady 

stream of media confer-
ences and press notes on 
issues related to commu-
nalism and fascism, which 
often resulted in the Op-
position, especially the BJP 
leadership in Goa, dubbing 
him as a “paper tiger”.

Perhaps Naik’s greatest 
contribution to the state 
as a politician was his role 
in granting of statehood to 
Goa, the country’s smallest 
state in 1987, by moving a 
resolution in the Lok Sabha 
when Rajiv Gandhi was the 
Prime Minister.

The incident earned 
him the sobriquet ‘Hero of 
the Zero Hour’. “His contri-
bution for Goa’s statehood 
and inclusion of Konkani 
language in the 8th sched-
ule of the Constitution will 
always be remembered,” 
Goa Congress spokesper-
son Amarnath Panjikar 
has said.

BJP’s South Goa MP 
Narendra Savoikar also 
expressed sadness at Naik’s 
sudden death. “As col-
leagues, though from dif-
ferent political parties, we 
shared and discussed on 
various issues concerning 
out state,” Savoikar said.

Ballia (UP), June 9 (PTI): 
Union Minister for Health 
and Family Welfare J P 
Nadda today claimed that 
the country will be free 
of leprosy this year and 
Kala-azar by next year. The 
country will be free of lep-
rosy this year and of Kala-
azar by next year, he told 
reporters on the occasion 
of the inauguration of a 
hospital here.

To a question, Nadda 
said mortality rate in India 
has decreased and referred 
to a World Health Organi-
sation report to stress that 
tetanus and some other 
diseases concerning chil-
dren are well under con-
trol. He claimed that Uttar 
Pradesh, which used to lag 
behind other states in the 
health sector, has taken a 
big leap ahead because of 
various schemes launched 
by the BJP government. 
“The results of the schemes 
of the Centre can now be 
seen on the ground... the 
results of health schemes 
need some time to take 
shape,” Nadda said.

New Delhi, June 9 (IANS): India reg-
istered a major decline of 22 per cent 
in Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR) 
to 130, but to reach the Sustainable 
Development Goal (SDG) target of 
less than 70, the focus has to be on 
timely access to quality health serv-
ices, Unicef India said on Saturday.

According to a special bulletin on 
‘Maternal Mortality in India 2014-16’ 
by Sample Registration System (SRS), 
the MMR in India fell to 130 in 2014-
16 from 167 in 2011-13 with three 
states Kerala (46), Maharashtra (61) 
and Tamil Nadu (66) already achiev-
ing the SDG target.

“Two more states, Andhra Pradesh 
(74) and Telangana (81), are at striking 
distance. They have reduced poverty, 

improved health services, are better 
sensitized to women issues and the 
overall functioning of schemes is bet-
ter. Lot of lessons can be learnt from 
here,” she said.

Haque said the country has to 
focus on what is not working. If 80 
per cent of women are availing insti-
tutional delivery, what is preventing 
the rest of the 20 per cent. Education 
of girls has a role and needs to be 
addressed but more important is the 
availability of health services.

As for the major reasons for suc-
cess, Unicef India Chief of Health Ga-
gan Gupta said, “These are strength-
ened financial and human resources 
of National Health Mission (NHM), 
empowering of community health 

workers and introduction of cash 
transfer incentive for institutional 
delivery.” 

Other reasons are Mission In-
dradhanush, free ambulance serv-
ices and Lakshya initiative, which 
aims to prevent undesirable adverse 
outcomes in institutional deliveries 
by ensuring proper implementa-
tion of the existing labour room 
protocols.

There were nearly 12,000 fewer 
maternal deaths in 2016 as compared 
to 2013, with total number of mater-
nal deaths for the first time reducing 
to 32,000. With this, India has gone 
beyond the Millennium Develop-
ment Goal (MDG) target of MMR of 
139 by 2015 and has reached 130.

New Delhi, June 9 (PTI): The Congress today 
demanded an investigation into reports that 
the Maoists planned to assassinate the prime 
minister and made it clear that the issue should 
not be politicised.

“Any threat received by anyone against 
the prime minister, howsoever suspicious the 
threat is, howsoever vague, even if it is a rumour, 
it should be taken seriously. Action should be 
taken, investigations should be done,” party 
spokesperson Pawan Khera told reporters here.

Lashing out at elements “attempting to po-
liticise the issue”, he said “do not use a threat to 
the PM of India for petty politics”.

“We have lost two prime ministers. We have 
lost an entire leadership in the Chhattisgarh vio-
lence. We know what it means to fight terrorism, 
to fight naxalism. But do not play politics. We lost 
leadership in Chhattisgarh when the BJP was in 
power. Did we play politics in Chhattisgarh, we 
did not,” he said, while replying to a question.

The police in Pune on Thursday told a court 
that they had seized a “letter” from the Delhi 
residence of one of the five people arrested on 
Wednesday for having alleged “links” with the 
banned CPI (Maoist).

The purported letter allegedly mentioned of 
a plan to “assassinate” Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in “another Rajiv Gandhi-type incident”, 
the police told the court. 

Khera also criticised “attempts at politicising” 
the Bhima-Koregaon violence and said the BJP 
government was “exposed” in the matter when 
Union minister Ramdas Athawale challenged 
their own government in Maharashtra and the 
police saying that there was no relation of Elgaar 
Parishad with the violence.

Athawale had also called the arrests of Dalit 
activists in connection with the violence as 
injustice.

The Congress spokesperson said that during 
the UPA 2, the government faced a lot of dissent 
but it never labelled dissenting voices as anti-
nationals.

Bengaluru, June 9 (IANS): The 
fledgling JD-S-Congress coali-
tion government in Karna-
taka would start working from 
Monday, as most of the cabinet 
ministers went to their constitu-
encies for the week-end, said an 
official on Saturday.

“As government offices are 
closed on second Saturday and 
the support staff were also on 
leave at the state secretariat 
here, the 25 new cabinet min-
isters will work from Monday,” 
the senior official told IANS, 
preferring anonymity.

Of the 25 ministers, 14 are 
from Congress and 9 from Ja-
nata Dal-Secular (JD-S) and 
one each from Bahujan Samaj 
Party (BSP) and Karnataka Prag-
nyavanta Janata Paksha (KPJP), 
which are allies of both the coa-
lition partners.

Though all the cabinet min-
isters took oath on Wednesday, 
portfolios were allocated on 
Friday night, as many of them 
were vying for high-profile 
posts between the alliance 
partners.

“As portfolio allocation got 
delayed by 2 days and the min-
isters were unaware of them till 
Friday night, they decided to as-
sume charge on Monday when 
offices re-open after the week-
end break,” said the official.

As per the agreement be-
tween the alliance partners, the 
cabinet posts and portfolios are 
shared in the ratio of 21:11, with 

the Congress getting 21, includ-
ing the Deputy Chief Minister 
rank, as it has 78 legislators in 
the hung assembly, and the 
Janata Dal-Secular (JD-) 11, 
including Chief Minister rank, 
as it has 36 lawmakers.

JD-S leader H.D. Kumaras-
wamy and Congress state unit 
president G. Parameshwara 
were sworn-in as Chief Minister 
and Deputy Chief Minister on 
May 23.

The Congress has six more 
cabinet berths and the JD-S one 
more to fill in the 34-member 
ministry, which is 15 per cent 
of the 225-member assembly 
strength.

In a related development, 
Kumaraswamy advised his 
party ministers G.T. Devegowda 
and C.S. Puttaraju to work with 
the portfolios they were allo-
cated than seeking change.

Devegowda, who studied 
only up to 8th standard, has 
been allocated Higher Edu-
cation and Puttaraju Minior 
Irrigation though he wanted 
Transport.

“Even I have studied only 
up to degree (B.Sc). Yet, I am 
the Chief Minister. It is not edu-
cation qualification or which 
portfolio that matters. All posts 
give same opportunity to work 
and serve the people. Is there a 
better department than Higher 
Education and Minor Irrigation 
to work?” Kumaraswamy told 
reporters here later.

New Delhi, June 9 (PTI): 
Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal today alleged 
that the CBI and the Anti 
Corruption Branch (ACB) 
have started random 
picking of files from the 
Delhi Jal Board (DJB), of 
which he is the minister-
in-charge, to “somehow 
frame him in something”.

In a series of tweets, 
Kejriwal announced that 
he will put out in public 

domain the list of all files 
sought by the CBI and 
the ACB, and asked them 
to either explain the rea-
son or else “apologise to 
Delhiites for this witch 
hunting exercise”.

In September last 
year, Kejriwal took charge 
of water -- the first port-
folio taken by him af-
ter he became the chief 
minister in 2015. Kejriwal 
heads Delhi Jal Board in 

New Delhi, June 9 (IANS): After a 
probe, the Election Commission (EC) 
has rejected Congress’ charges of en-
rolment of fake voters on a large scale 
in Madhya Pradesh electoral rolls.

It had set up two inter disciplinary 
teams to verify Congress’ allegations 
of 60 lakh fake names in the voter list. 

In its letter to the Congress dated 
June 8, the commission said: “From 
the evidence collected from the 
ground and the analysis of data 
made available with the complaint 
suggest that the claim of large scale 
duplicate, repeat, multiple, illegal, 
invalid, false etc entries/voters in the 
electoral rolls of Madhya Pradesh is 
not based on robust parameter and 
is not correct.”

The EC had sent the teams to four 
Assembly constituencies -- Narela, 
Hoshangabad, Bhojpur and Seoni-

Malwa -- which were shortlisted 
randomly from the list mentioned in 
the complaint on June 3.

The EC has also instructed the 
Chief Electoral Officer of the state to 
carry out “intensive verification” of 
the complaint in all other constituen-
cies in a time-bound manner. 

As per the reports submitted by 
the inter disciplinary teams, 2,397 of 
2,442 entries in Seoni-Malwa alleged 
by the Congress to be similar were 
found to be genuine and 45 entries 
were in the process of deletion. 

In Narela constituency, of 22,252 
entries cited in the Congress com-
plaint, 17,684 were found to be 
unique. 

In Hoshangabad, no case of mul-
tiple entry was found on verification 
of alleged 552 incorrect entries while 
the EC teams found 29 of 36 cases 

were genuine and the process of dele-
tion was on for the rest seven.

The commission concluded that 
the “allegation of large scale entries of 
multiple voters in these four Assem-
bly Constituencies in not borne out”.

“In addition to the complaint of 
duplication in the voters’ list, it was 
pointed out that there has been un-
explained growth in the electors in 
the state of Madhya Pradesh as the EP 
(elector population) ratio which used 
to be 52.76 per cent in 2008 increased 
to 61.45 per cent in 2018.

“This has been seen from the 
perspective of census data and an-
nual increase in the numbers of the 
electoral roll and nothing unusual 
could be noticed,” reads the letter.

“From this, it can be safely con-
cluded that there is no basis to dis-
pute the current electoral roll.”

the national capital.
“CBI n ACB started 

randomly picking files 
from DJB. 

No specific enquiry. 
Becoz now I am Min-
in-charge, their effort is 
somehow frame me in 
something (sic).

“PM, LG n BJP - If u 
hv specific info, pl inves-
tigate. But don’t victimize 
Delhi’s people by paralyz-
ing all depts of Del govt 
(sic),” Kejriwal tweeted.

In another tweet, the 
chief minister said that 
he has sought time to 
meet Lt Governor Anil 
Baijal on Monday to dis-
cuss important matters 
of the Delhi government.

In the last few days, 
Kejriwal has again started 
attacking Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on a 
range of issues. 

In 2017, following 
AAP’s poor performance 
in Punjab and the BJP’s 
sweep in Uttar Pradesh, 
Kejriwal had consciously 
decided to minimise his 
attacks on Modi.
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G7 divides to G6 plus Trump 
over trade war threat

Emergency UN General Assembly 
meeting on Gaza called for Wednesday 

Rouhani and Putin discuss 
US exit from nuclear deal

Turkey slams Austria 
for closing mosques

All N Korean nukes must go 
before sanctions end — Pompeo

Chinese government hackers steal 
trove of US Navy data — report 

Four killed, 
618 injured in 
Gaza protests

At least 23 travelers kidnapped Nigeria

Maldives suffers diplomatic 
defeat in UNSC election 

La Malbaie (Canada), June 
9 (PTI/AFP): Leaders of the 
G7 nations spent hunting 
for a face saving formula to 
mask the deep rift inflicted 
on the Western alliance 
by US President Donald 
Trump’s assault on global 
trade rules.

Senior figures, includ-
ing Trump, suggested that 
some kind of joint state-
ment on the need to jointly 
re-examine commercial re-
lationships might be found 
before their summit ends 
on Saturday.

But no consensus doc-
ument will conceal the 
damage inflicted by the US 
leader’s aggressive imposi-
tion of tariffs on what had 
been some of Washington’s 
closest allies.

Summit host Cana-
da’s Prime Minister Jus-
tin Trudeau sided with his 
European and Japanese 
colleagues against the US 
leader and his “illegal” lev-
ies on steel and aluminum 
imports.

Apparently reveling in a 
rift that threatens to spiral 
into a trade war, Trump 
stirred the pot by declaring 
before the talks began that 
he would like to see Russia 
re-admitted to the club.

But this apparently 
spontaneous suggestion -- 
rejected out of hand by the 
other allies -- did not make 
it to the summit table, 
where instead the leaders 
confronted Trump’s assault 
on the world trade system.

“We’ve made a lot 
of progress today. We’ll 
see how it all works out, 

AP/PTI

From left, President of the European Council Donald Tusk, British Prime Minister Theresa May, German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel, U.S. President Donald Trump, Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, French 
President Emmanuel Macron, Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe 
Conte and President of the European Commission Jean-Claude Juncker gather for the family photo at 
the G-7 summit.

AP/PTI

Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, shakes hands with Iranian President Hassan Rouhani during their 
meeting in Qingdao, China, Saturday, June 9, 2018.

Mike Pompeo

but we’ve made a lot of 
progress,” Trump said, 
sitting by Trudeau after 
talks that an official said 
were marked by “strong 
disagreement” but “not 
heated.” France’s President 
Emmanuel Macron also 
put a brave face on the 
encounter.

“I think we had a very 
open and direct discus-
sion this afternoon, we’ve 
always had this kind of 
discussion. And I think 
on trade, there is a criti-
cal path, there is a way to 
progress altogether,” he 
said, speaking in English.

Trump has invoked a 
US national security provi-
sion to unilaterally impose 
tariffs on imports of foreign 
steel and aluminum, to 

the outrage of his allies, 
who have retaliated with 
a threat of their own, more 
targeted, sanctions.

European leaders met 
separately yesterday ahead 
of the G7 summit in La 
Malbaie, a golf resort north 
of Quebec City, and pre-
sented Trump with a unit-
ed front “backed by facts 
and figures” to counter his 
charge, officials said.

Trump said he hoped a 
final summit communique 
would be agreed, and of-
ficials were to work late into 
the night, while the leaders 
enjoyed a campfire chat 
and circus acts.

Ahead of the encounter, 
the allies made no secret 
of their anger at Trump’s 
stance, pointed starkly to 

fears that he is undermin-
ing the rules-based world 
order and driving former 
US friends into a damaging 
trade war.

European leaders 
warned Trump’s stance on 
trade, climate, Iran and -- 
now -- Russia was setting 
him apart, and Canada 
firmly rejected the tariffs 
threat and threatened re-
taliation.

Donald Tusk, president 
of the European Council, 
said that Trump’s deter-
mination to bait his allies 
over trade and diplomatic 
engagements “would only 
play into the hands of those 
who seek a new post-West 
order where liberal de-
mocracy and fundamental 
freedoms would cease to 

exist.” 
Canada’s Foreign Min-

ister Chrystia Freeland 
expressed outrage that 
Trump had invoked a na-
tional security justification 
for his global tariffs, even 
on imports from close US 
allies. “So this an illegal act. 
It is absolutely unjustified. 
We have already raised 
cases at the WTO and at 
NAFTA, and we will retali-
ate,” she warned.

Trump was the last G7 
leader to arrive and will 
probably be the first to 
leave on Saturday when 
he sets off for his nuclear 
summit with North Korea’s 
Kim Jong Un in Singapore.

With unmistakable 
symbolism, the fractious 
Western democracies were 
meeting on the same day 
that China’s President Xi 
Jinping welcomed his Rus-
sian counterpart Vladimir 
Putin to Beijing.

And at the same time as 
western nations are at log-
gerheads, the US president 
seems more at home with 
autocrats than with Wash-
ington’s traditional allies.

The summit is being 
held at a luxury resort more 
than two hours’ drive from 
the provincial capital, 
where more than 400 pro-
testers faced off Thursday 
and Friday against police.

Previous G7 summits 
have seen large-scale anti-
globalization protests, but 
Trump was a main target 
of the demonstration as 
masked anarchists set fire 
to US flags and those of 
other G7 nations.

United Nations, June 9 
(PTI/AFP): The UN Gen-
eral Assembly will hold 
an emergency meeting 
next Wednesday at 3.00 
pm local time to vote on 
an Arab-backed resolu-
tion on Gaza, the body’s 
president Miroslav Lajcak 
has announced.

The resolution, an-
nounced by Lajcak yes-
terday, will condemn Is-
rael, and will be similar to 
one vetoed by the United 
States in the Security 
Council last week, which 
called for protecting Pal-
estinians from Israeli ag-
gression, according to 
diplomats.

It comes as four Pales-
tinians were killed by Is-
raeli fire on the Gaza bor-
der yesterday, as weeks 
of deadly clashes with 
protesters continued. 
Resolutions adopted by 
the General Assembly 
have no binding value, 
unlike those passed by 
the Security Council.

“We will work next 
week to get the maximum 
number of votes,” a dip-
lomat from a country that 
supported the measure 
told AFP. 

Arab countries turned 
to the General Assembly 
in December after the US 
vetoed a Security Coun-
cil vote on a resolution 
to condemn its decision 
to move its embassy in 
Israel from Tel Aviv to 
Jerusalem.

Fourteen members 
of the Security Council 
backed the December 
resolution, though the 
US as well as the council’s 
four other permanent 
members retain a right 
to veto.

The measure then re-
ceived 128 votes out of 
193 in the General As-
sembly. 

A diplomatic source 
said the emergency meet-
ing had been pushed by 
the Organization of Is-
lamic States and the Arab 
League.

Several  European 
countries have tried to 
dissuade Palestinians 
and Arab countries from 
demanding a vote in the 
General Assembly after 
last week’s US veto.

“Everyone told them 
not to do it,” said a dip-
lomat on condition of 
anonymity, arguing the 
resolution could be coun-
terproductive if it doesn’t 
receive at least as many 
votes as the one obtained 
in December on Jerusa-
lem.

Danny Danon, Israel’s 
ambassador to the UN, 
condemned the planned 
resolution. 

“It is unfortunate that 
instead of condemning 
the terrorists of Hamas, 
some countries are look-
ing to satisfy their do-
mestic political needs 
by bashing Israel at the 
United Nations,” Danon 

said in a statement.
It is not entirely clear 

what form of protection 
the Palestinians of Gaza 
are seeking, from observ-
ers to a full blown peace-
keeping force.

 Arab states have re-
cently turned to UN Sec-
retary-General Antonio 
Guterres to make propos-
als on this matter.

But according to a 
diplomat who asked for 
anonymity, he said he 
needed a mandate from 
the Security Council to 
look further into the is-
sue. Yesterday, four Pal-
estinians were killed in 
the Gaza Strip by Israeli 
soldiers near the border 
fence during new clash-
ridden protests in the 
blockaded enclave.

At least 129 Palestin-
ians have been killed 
by Israeli fire since pro-
tests broke out along the 
Gaza border on March 
30. There have been no 
Israeli casualties.

Protests peaked on 
May 14 when at least 61 
Palestinians were killed 
in protests to coincide 
with the controversial 
opening of the US em-
bassy in Jerusalem The 
Jewish state maintains 
a crippling blockade of 
Gaza it says is necessary 
to isolate Hamas.

Critics say it amount 
to collective punishment 
of the territory’s two mil-
lion residents.

Qingdao (China), June 9 (PTI/AP): Ira-
nian President Hassan Rouhani says he 
would like to discuss the situation fol-
lowing the US withdrawal from the Ira-
nian deal with Russian President Vladimir 
Putin.

Speaking at the start of his today’s 
meeting with Putin on the sidelines of 
the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 
in Qingdao, China, Rouhani hailed close 
ties between Russia and Iran.

Iran has an observer status in the SCO, 

and Putin said that Moscow would sup-
port the full-fledged Iranian membership.

Rouhani said that the US exit from the 
nuclear agreement with Iran warrants an 
“important and serious discussion be-
tween our two countries.” 

Rouhani also hailed Russia-Iran co-
operation in Syria, saying “our role in the 
region is quite significant.” 

Russia and Iran have staunchly 
backed Syrian President Bashar Assad, 
helping turn the tide of war in his favour.

Ankara, June 9 (IANS): Turkey on Friday 
slammed Austria over the latter’s decision to 
shut down seven mosques and expel 40 clerics 
as they are foreign-funded.

“We condemn Austrian politicians, espe-
cially Chancellor (Sebastian) Kurz, for trying to 
achieve political interest from these alarming 
developments, rather than fighting racism, 
Islamophobia and xenophobia and the rise 
of the extreme right,” Xinhua quoted Turkish 
Foreign Ministry as saying.

Kurz said earlier on Friday that his decision 
was part of a crackdown on “political Islam”. He 
said that investigators found out that the activ-
ities of seven mosques, one of which belongs to 
the Turkish-Islamic Cultural Associations, were 
found to be forbidden.

The Ministry warned that the Austrian 
move also contributes to the rise of Islamopho-
bia and racism in Europe, and will affect the 
ongoing efforts to normalize the bilateral ties.

Turkish Deputy Prime Minister Bekir 
Bozdag called the Austrian step as “unaccept-
able” as it destroys freedom of religion and 
conscience, and the values that define Europe.

In a tweet, Turkey’s presidential aide Ibra-
him Kalin denounced the Austrian move as “an 
attempt to target Muslim communities for the 
sake of scoring cheap political points”.

Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu 
vowed on Friday to stand against such injustice 
and defend the rights of Turkish expats.

Cavusoglu, in a phone call with his Austrian 
counterpart Karin Kneissl, expressed his “dis-
comfort” over Kurz’s statement on the issue, 
the report said.

Jerusalem, June 9 (IANS): 
Four Palestinian protest-
ers were killed and 618 
others wounded by Israeli 
soldiers on Friday during 
clashes near the Israel-
Gaza border, officials said.

Ashraf al-Qedra, the 
Health Ministry spokes-
man in Gaza, said Zeyad 
al-Briem, 25, and Haytham 
al-Jammal, 15, were killed 
in east of Khan Younis in 
southern Gaza Strip, while 
Emad Darabieh, 26, was 
shot dead in east of Jabalia 
in northern Gaza.

Meanwhile, Yousef al-
Faseeh, 29, was killed in 
east of Gaza City, Xinhua 
reported.

Among the injured 
Palestinians, 117 were hit 
with live gunshots, 60 with 
tear gas inhalation, and 
77 by bullets shrapnels 
or tear gas canisters, said 
al-Qedra.

The clashes, which 
broke out on Friday after-
noon, were part of the 11th 
Friday “Great March of Re-
turn” held by Palestinians 
in Gaza since March 30. 
More than 120 Palestini-
ans have been killed so far.

Abuja, June 9 (IANS): At least 23 
travelers were kidnapped on Friday 
in Nigeria’s northwestern state of 
Kaduna, media reports said.

A nursing mother and her baby 
were among victims of the abduc-
tion.

The travelers were traveling 
along the dangerous Birnin-Gwari 
road in Kaduna when the gunmen 
intercepted them at Kwanar-Tsauni, 
between Udawa and Labi villages in 

the area, Xinhua reported.
Mohammed Kebi, a commercial 

driver who witnessed the incident, 
said at least five vehicles were inter-
cepted by the kidnappers at about 11 
a.m. local time.

Another witness, Musa Yakubu, 
said the Birnin-Gwari road had be-
come a haven of kidnappers.

Dozens of attacks have been 
recorded in Nigeria’s northwestern 
region since the beginning of the 

year, despite efforts to calm the situ-
ation by the government.

Last week on Thursday, at least 
25 passengers were abducted on the 
same road by gunmen. They, too, 
were occupying five vehicles when 
the gunmen struck, leading them 
to a bush.

Last month, the Nigerian mili-
tary confirmed 107 passengers 
kidnapped on the Birnin-Gwari-
Kaduna highway.

Wa s h i n g t o n , Ju n e  9 
(IANS): US Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo reiter-
ated calls for North Korea 
to completely rid itself of 
all remnants of its nuclear 
weapons programme be-
fore international sanc-
tions are lifted.

Speaking in a series of 
Friday interviews, Pompeo 
said that would include 
any possible clandestine 
sites unknown to those 
outside North Korea, re-
ports CNN.

“I don’t want to get 
too far into the details, 
but when you think about 
complete denucleariza-
tion, it would certainly be 
all of their sites, not just 
those that have been de-
clared,” Pompeo said. 

“So we’ve got to make 
sure that it’s complete,” he 
added. The denucleariza-
tion is a “great big commit-
ment on the part of North 
Korea as well, and there’ll 
be a parallel set of security 
assurances that are also 

Washington, June 9 (PTI/
AFP): Chinese government 
hackers have stolen a mas-
sive trove of sensitive in-
formation from a US Navy 
contractor, including secret 
plans to develop a new type 
of submarine-launched 
anti-ship missile, the Wash-
ington Post reported today.

Investigators told the 
newspaper that breaches 
were executed in January 
and February by a division 
of the Chinese Ministry of 
State Security, operating 
out of the Chinese province 
of Guangdong.

The contractor, which 
was not named in the re-

port, works for the Naval 
Undersea Warfare Center, 
based in Newport, Rhode 
Island. 

According to the Post, 
hackers swiped 614 giga-
bytes of data that included 
information relating to 
sensors, submarine cryp-
tographic systems and a 
little-known project called 
Sea Dragon.

The Pentagon has 
not said much about Sea 
Dragon, launched in 2012, 
except that it is aimed at 
adapting existing military 
technologies to new uses.

At the Navy’s request, 
the Post withheld informa-

tion about the compro-
mised new missile system, 
but said it was for a super-
sonic anti-ship missile that 
could be launched from 
submarines.

“Evolving cyber threats 
are serious matters and we 
are continuously bolstering 
our cybersecurity culture 
by focusing on awareness 
of the cyber threat, and 
the adequacy of our cyber 
defences and information 
technology capabilities,” 
he told AFP.

Chinese hackers have 
for years targeted the US 
military to steal informa-
tion and the Pentagon 

says they have previous-
ly swiped crucial data 
on the new F-35 stealth 
fighter, the advanced Pa-
triot PAC-3 missile sys-
tem and other highly sen-
sitive projects.

News of  the hack 
comes amid rising ten-
sions between Beijing and 
Washington on a range of 
issues including trade and 
military matters.

The Pentagon last 
month pulled its invitation 
for China to join maritime 
exercises in the Pacific be-
cause of Beijing’s “contin-
ued militarisation” of the 
South China Sea.

United Nations, June 9 (IANS): 
Hobbled by internal unrest 
and accusations of human 
rights violations, Maldives has 
lost its bid for Asia’s Security 
Council seat, which Indonesia 
won by a huge margin.

Indonesia received 144 
votes, more than the required 
127 for a two-thirds major-
ity, while Maldives got only 
46 votes in the elections on 
Friday.

The Asian seat was the 
only one of the five that was 
contested this year as there 
was unanimity in their re-
spective blocs for the other 
four regional seats.

South Africa won the Afri-
can seat, Dominican Repub-
lic the Latin American and 
Caribbean representation, 
and Belgium and Germany 
the two Western European 
and Others Group (WEOG) 
seats.

They all, however, had to 
get two-thirds of the votes in 
the General Assembly which 
has 193 members of whom 
190 participated in the voting.

They will serve a two-year 
term in the Council in 2019 
and 2020.

Of the 10 non-permanent 

seats, five come up for elec-
tion every year.

Israel, which belongs to 
the WEOG had announced 
that it was running for one of 
the two seats but pulled out 
after it became clear that it 
would not get enough votes 
to be elected.

Indonesia will replace Ka-
zakhstan, whose term will be 
over at the end of 2018.

The other non-permanent 
Asian member of the Council 
is Kuwait, whose term runs 
through 2019.

While Indonesia in its own 
right is an important inter-
national actor, the internal 
conflicts in the Maldives that 
came to a head in February 
ended whatever chances it 
may have had.

President Yalla Yameen 
imposed a 45-day state of 
emergency and had the Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court 
arrested in February and 
problems have continued 
with the Election Commis-
sion refusing to recognise the 
victory of former President 
Mohamed Nasheed in the pri-
mary election of his Maldivian 
Democratic Party.

Many Maldivians cam-

paigned on social media 
against their country citing its 
human rights abuses and the 
suppression of democracy, 
which they said made it unfit 
to serve on the Council.

Indonesia made a big 
push for its election, with the 
lobbying efforts headed by 
Foreign Minister Retno Mar-
sudi at the UN.

She herself met more than 
30 representatives of coun-
tries at different levels this 
week and phoned others.

This was the fourth time 
Indonesia has been elected to 
the Council.

After the election, Marsudi 
said that it was “a statement 
of confidence in our commit-
ment and capacity” by the 
international community.

One of Indonesia’s priori-
ties on the Council would be 
combating terrorism and 
radicalism through a compre-
hensive global approach that 
addresses their root causes, 
she said.

Both she and South Africa’s 
Foreign Minister Lindiwe Sis-
ulu said their countries would 
work to empower women and 
ensure their concerns had a 
voice in the Council.

big and bold and differ-
ent”, Pompeo said.

He suggested the ad-
ministration would link 
those security assurances 
to the economic benefits 
that could stem from a 
deal. The top US diplomat 
also held out a possibility 
that some sort of written 
statement or communi-
que that lays out tangible 
achievements from the 
June 12 meeting between 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong-un and American 
President Donald Trump 
could emerge.

“In the event that we 
are successful, as we are 
hopeful that we will be, 
yes, I would hope that 
there would be a state-
ment that they would put 
out that each could agree 
to... But we’ll have to see.”

Pompeo will travel on 
to meetings with officials 
in South Korea and China 
after the summit in Singa-
pore, CNN reported.

President Trump “is 
willing to do something 
big, something bold. I 
think that Chairman Kim 
Jong Un is prepared to do 
that as well”, he said.
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‘Toilet Hero’ gets over INR 15 crore opening in China

Queen’s honour for Keira Knightley, 
Emma Thompson, Tom Hardy

Kilmer slammed for calling Bourdain’s death selfish

Entertainment is a 
brutal business — 
Jacqueline Fernandez

B
ritish film stars 
Emma Thompson, 
Keira Knightley 
and Tom Hardy 
and Nobel Prize-

winning author Kazio Ishiguro 
are among those receiving 
honors in the name of Britain’s 
monarch.

The list published late 
Friday by Britain’s Cabinet 
Office includes many receiving 
honors for merit, service and 
bravery. The awards will be 
given out by Queen Elizabeth 
II or a senior royal acting in her 
place during investitures at 
Buckingham Palace.

The list often includes 
prominent figures — like 
Thompson, the Oscar-winning 
actress who has been in the 
public eye for decades — as 
well as people who have lab-
ored behind the scenes or in 
academic or charity posi-
tions.

The 59-year-old 
Thompson will become 
Dame Emma, a high 
honor that is the 
female equivalent of 
becoming a knight. 
The citation calls 
her one of Britain’s 
“most versatile 
and celebrated 
actresses.”

Her long list 
of film roles 
includes fa-

vorites like “The Remains of the 
Day” — which was written by 
Ishiguro — “Love Actually” and 
“Nanny McPhee.” She received 
the Academy Award for Best 
Actress for “Howards End” and 
— as a writer — the Oscar for 
the best adapted screenplay for 
“Sense and Sensibility.”

The Queen’s Birthday List 
— Elizabeth’s official birthday 
is Saturday and will be marked 
with the Trooping the Color pa-
rade — bestows a knighthood 
on Mark Rowley for his service 
while heading the Metropoli-
tan Police counter-terrorism 
squad during a series of lethal 
attacks last year. When he re-
tired in March after more than 
three decades on the force, 
Prime Minister Theresa May 
praised Rowley’s dedication 
to protecting the public.

Ishiguro, 
who was 

born 
in 

Ja-

pan, received a knighthood for 
his services to literature. He 
said he was “deeply touched 
to receive this honor from the 
nation that welcomed me as a 
small foreign boy.”

Former Liverpool player 
and manager Kenny Dalglish, 
67, was also knighted for his 
services to soccer, charity and 
the city of Liverpool.

The youngest winner was 
20-year-old visually impaired 
alpine skier Menna Fitzpatrick, 
who was Britain’s most suc-
cessful competitor in the 2018 
Winter Paralympics. The oldest 
winner was former World 
War II 

nurse Rosemary Powell, 103, 
who was honored for 97 years 
of charity work. Both received 
MBE awards, making them 
members of the Most Excellent 
Order of the British Empire.

Rapper and singer Ms. Dy-
namite also received the same 
honor under her real 
name, Niomi McLean-
Daley.

Knightley, 
known for 
“Pirates of the 
Caribbean,” 
“Pride and 
Prejudice” 
and other 
movies, re-
ceived an 

OBE 

award, so she will become an 
“officer” of the British empire, a 
slightly higher ranking.

Hardy, star of “Inception” 
and other movies, received a 
CBE award, designating him a 
“commander” of the empire, a 
still higher designation. 

The list also honors the 
queen’s eye surgeon, 

Jonathan Jagger, 
who was made a 

commander 
of the Royal 
Victorian 
Order. He is 
a specialist 
in cataract 
surgery, but 

officials 
have not 
said if he 
per-

formed 
the cata-

ract surgery 
the queen had 
done in May.

Pagesix

A
ctor Val Kilmer has 
faced a backlash after 
calling celebrity chef 
Anthony Bourdain’s 
death “selfish”.

The adventurer, television 
host and social activist was 
found dead in a hotel room in 
Paris at the age of 61 on Friday.

An angry Kilmer took to 
Facebook after the news of 
Bourdain’s apparent suicide sur-
faced, reports mirror.co.uk.

“How many moments away 
were you from feeling the love 
that was universal,” he began the 
lengthy post. 

“From every corner of the 
world you were loved. So selfish. 
You’ve given us cause to be so 
angry. A spiritual guide once told 
me suicide is the most selfish 
act a human can execute and I 
was confused but she explained 
there’s just no mental place 
further away from humanity and 
purpose than the hypnotised 
numbness that creates the false 
picture of despair, that forces the 
victim, unaware, to believe, life’s 
legacy is over.”

The actor questioned how 
the chef’s reported suicide hap-
pened.

“Did you relapse? Did you 
just get home from the best meal 
of your life? Did you cheat on 
your girl?

Referencing his two-year bat-
tle with throat cancer, he said: 
“Would you have taken your life 
two years ago when like me you 
were unable to take in food and 
move it with your tongue over 
your taste buds because your 
tongue was too swollen? Is too 
swollen?” The 58-year-old actor 
finished: “You left too soon. And 
I’m going to prove it.”

The post received mixed 
reviews, with one blasting the 

actor for being “clueless and 
insensitive”, reports mirror.co.uk. 

“To imply your illness is 
worse is clueless and insensi-
tive... people are continuing to 
die from mental health related 
issues yet you like many think 
or imply we need to just think 
happy thoughts,” wrote one 
user. 

Another replied: “Suicide 
has nothing to do with selfish-
ness... Stop adding to the stigma, 
please. You never know what is 
happening in someone else’s 
mind.”

IANS

B
ollywood’s Sri 
Lankan star 
Jacqueline 
Fernandez 
says enter-

tainment is a brutal and 
unpredictable business 
where things change 
every Friday.

Jacqueline, who made 
her Bollywood debut in 
2009 with “Aladin”, is now 
a mainstream commer-
cial actress, thanks to 
her successful films like 
“Kick” and “Judwaa 2”, 
and hit franchises like 
“Houseful” and “Race”.

But she says there is 
“no foolproof formula of 
success or failure”.

“We are living in a 
cut-throat world and 
entertainment is a very 
brutal business where 
every Friday things 
change. There is no 
foolproof formula of suc-
cess or failure here, but 
the result gives you the 
reality check every week,” 
Jacqueline told IANS 
here. “At times we get 
demotivated at so many 
different levels because 
everything changes on 
Friday -- fans, idea and 
loyalty. When things go 
right consistently, we 
tend to forget that it is a 
very fickle world where 
we are just a moment 
away from the opposite 
side of success,” she 
added.

She feels that the 
brand of films or prod-
ucts that she endorses 
are a reflection of who 
she is in real life.

“When it comes to 
brand endorsement, I do 
not promote any brand 
where I do not believe in 
the product or the ideol-
ogy of the brand,” 

said the 
ac-

tress who was honoured 
by PETA India Awards for 
Digital Activism.

She also promotes 
the idea of veganism and 
“no animal testing” for 
cosmetic products.

“There were times 
when I refused to be 
associated with a brand 
from where I could have 
earned a huge amount of 
money but I knew that I 
would not use that prod-
uct. And the fact is that I 
am very loyal towards my 
fans. I cannot go and tell 
my 18 million fans to use 
something that I do not 
believe in. I think from 
the heart.”

So, is that coming 
from the mind of an 
actress who takes en-
tertainment as a serious 
business of image-build-
ing or from the heart of 
an artiste?

“You know I think I 
am yet to reach a point 
from where I can call 
myself an artiste because 
I have to improve a lot 
on my craft of acting, 
but I surely understand 
the mind of an artiste -- 
which is pure, not calcu-
lative or manipulative.

“Yes, there is a risk 
factor involved in it 
because, at times, my de-
cision works; at times, it 
doesn’t... but every result 
teaches me something,” 
replied the former beauty 
queen.

Jacqueline is playing 
the character of Jes-
sica and sharing screen 
space with Salman Khan, 
Bobby Deol and Anil 
Kapoor in “Race 3”.

Giving an insight 
into the thriller, she said: 
“This is not the con-
tinuation of ‘Race 2’. It is a 
different story of a family 
where the narration has 
elements of mystery, 
power struggle, betrayal 
and suspense.

“Jessica fights hard, 
her punch is real punch, 
her gun fight is raw!”

Her character shows 
the physical strength of 

a woman in a fight 
sequence.

“It is great to see 
that we are getting 

the opportunity 
to project our-
selves like real 
fighters and 
are as strong 
as our male 
counterparts. 
My character 
fights the way 
a girl would 
fight in real 
life if she is 
attacked,” 
said Jacque-
line.

Where 
does Jac-
queline see 
herself after 
five years?

“I can-
not predict 

because 
things are 
changing 
dramatically 
in the film 

industry and I am 
changing as an actor.

“So for me, while 
every opportunity 
takes you one step 
forward, one 
wrong decision 
can take you steps 
backwards, so 
I do not plan 
where I will be 
after five years. I 
want to go with 
the flow,” she 

replied. 
Directed by 

Remo D’souza, 
“Race 3” will re-
lease on June 15.

PTI

Bollywood star Akshay Kumar is overwhelmed with the love the audience in China 
has given to his film “Toilet Hero” -- originally titled “Toilet: Ek Prem Katha” - 
which has made over Rs 15 crore at the Chinese box office on its opening day.
“Thank you audiences in China for your appreciation for ‘Toilet Hero’. Delighted to 
receive so much love,” Akshay tweeted on Saturday. The movie, which deals with 
the subject of sanitation and the need for toilets, opened in China -- an emerging 
market for Bollywood films -- on Friday.It hit 4,300 screens in China, according to 
Reliance Entertainment, which released the movie in the country. “’Toilet Hero’ 
makes a whopping 15 million Yuan equivalent to Rs 15.8 crore on Day 1 at the 
Chinese box office! This is the third biggest opening of Indian films in China,” read 
a post from the official Reliance Entertainment Twitter handle. (IANS)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

2.40 pm,  8 pm: Kaala (Hindi)

10 am, 12.20 pm, 5.30 pm: Jurassic 
World The Fallen Kingdom (Eng 2D)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule
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India’s Smriti Mandhana plays a shot against Pakistan during the Women’s Twenty20 Asia Cup match at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on Sat. June 9.

Golden State Warriors owner Peter Guber kisses the Larry O’Brien Championship Trophy after beating the Cleveland Cavaliers in game four of the 
2018 NBA Finals at Quicken Loans Arena.

Naga Sepaktakraw players and their coach who are in the national team for coaching at Bangkok in 
Thailand that is to be conducted from June 9 till August 10 for the upcoming 18th Asian Games in Indonesia 
2018, according to ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports and SAI sanction. The players are ViseyieKoso, DGP 
sports, NAPTC; Jwensile Kesen, SSB; Menenu Tsükrü, SSB; and Puleno Neikha, coach, from the department 
of Youth Resources and Sports of Nagaland.

Members of Team Faith FC with their open penalty shootout trophy, and event organisers pose for a photograph 
after the final match in Kohima.

Warriors sweep Cavs to cement 
dynasty as LeBron ponders future

India to face Bangladesh in quest for 7th women’s Asia Cup title

FC Barcelona to start 2018-
19 pre-season on July 11

NCA informs on 
U-19 cricket tourney

Faith FC win open penalty shootoutFIFA bans Ghana 
FA boss for 90 days

Athlete Anu wins gold at Asian junior meet

FC Goa extend contract with midfielder Boumous

Abramovich knocks back approach 
to buy Chelsea – Reports

Everything’s good

Cleveland, June 9 (Re-
uters): The Golden State 
Warriors secured their sta-
tus as an NBA dynasty 
on Friday by steamrolling 
the Cleveland Cavaliers to 
claim a third title in four 
years, and one that might 
send LeBron James else-
where to seek champion-
ships.

The fourth consecutive 
NBA Finals match-up be-
tween the two rivals proved 
to be the most lopsided 
as the Warriors clinched 
the best-of-seven series in 
the minimum number of  
games with a 108-85 vic-
tory in Cleveland to repeat 
as champions.

“We all want some-
thing that’s bigger than 
ourselves. I think we love 
to see each other succeed,” 
NBA Finals Most Valu-
able Player Kevin Durant 
told reporters. “We love to 
come together and figure 
stuff  out on the basketball 
court.”

After a sub-par perfor-
mance in Game Three, 
Warriors guard Stephen 
Curry responded with a 
spectacular shooting night 
by scoring a game-high 37 
points, while James had a 
team-high 23.

The Cavaliers clawed 
back from an 11-point defi-
cit before pulling in front 
on a slam dunk from James 
near the midway mark of  
the second quarter that 
brought the home crowd to 
their feet.

But it was only a matter 

of time before the Warriors, 
who boast perhaps the most 
potent offense the NBA has 
ever seen, took over, using 
a dominant third quarter 
to build a 21-point cushion 
that left the Cavs’ hopes of  
a comeback in their wake.

“We knew that they 
were going to come out 
with a tough first punch and 
we answered it and ran right 
back at them and set the 

tone for the whole game,” 
Curry said.

“They made so many 
runs over the course of  48 
minutes but our will took 
over. Unbelievable feeling to 
come in here on a mission 
and get the job done.”

The Cavs had success-
fully faced down elimina-
tion three times this season 
but were unable to mount 
any threat of a rally in this 

one as the Warriors simply 
possessed too much fire-
power.

“Sometimes you can 
give everything you’ve got 
and still come up short, and 
I thought that’s what our 
group of guys did in this se-
ries,” Cavaliers head coach 
Tyronn Lue lamented.

“That’s about it.”
Broken hand
James later revealed that 

he played the final three 
contests with a serious and 
self-inflicted hand injury 
suffered after a Game One 
overtime loss in which J.R. 
Smith ran down the clock 
rather than attempt a game-
winning shot as time ex-
pired.

“I had emotions of you 
just don’t get an opportunity 
like this on the road versus 
Golden State to be able to 

Dimapur, June 9 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Cricket As-
sociation (NCA) in a press 
note has informed all the 
district cricket associations 
that the Nagaland U-19 
inter-district cricket tour-
nament which was earlier 
postponed will now be held 
from June 19 at NCA sta-
dium, Sovima, Dimapur.

All the registered play-
ers should be born after 
1-9-2000 and should pro-
duce birth certificate, ad-

haar, and matric admit 
card along with two pass-
port size photos. Naga-
land U-19 probables will 
be selected from this tour-
nament, an update from 
association informed on 
Saturday. 

The NCA has fixed 
June 13 as the last date 
for the districts to confirm 
participation. For further 
details, one may contact 
P.Bendang, vice president 
of  NCA.

Dimapur, June 9 (EMN): The 2nd edi-
tion of  Open Penalty Shootout under the 
theme “Playing for Peace and Scoring 
for Unity” which was organised by the 
Angami Students’ Union Kohima Col-
lege, Kohima was held on Sat. June 9 at 
High School ground, Kohima stated a 
press note.

Kevilelhou Zumu, president Northern 
Angami Students’ Union attended the 
opening ceremony as the special guest. 
36 teams participated in the tournament 
where Faith FC emerged as the champion 
which was played against Seiyhazou Hill 
Boys. Kevichütuo Kire won the best goal-
keeper.

Accra, June 9 (IANS): 
The independent com-
mittee of  the Federation 
of  International Football 
Associations (FIFA) has 
handed a provisional 90-
day ban to Ghana’s Kwe-
si Nyantakyi, a council 
member of  the game’s 
global governing body.

During this  t ime, 
Nyantakyi, who is also 
president of  the Ghana 
Football Association 
(GFA), is banned from 
all football activities at 
both national and interna-
tional levels (administra-
tive, sports or any other), 
FIFA said in a statement 
on Friday, reports Xinhua 
news agency.

According to the state-
ment, the duration of the 
ban, which takes immedi-
ate effect, may be extended 
for an additional period 
not exceeding 45 days.

It said the decision was 
taken upon the request 
of the chairperson of the 
investigatory chamber 
FIFA’s Ethics Committee 
carrying out the formal 
investigation proceedings 

into Nyantakyi, pursuant 
to relevant articles of  the 
FIFA Code of Ethics.

Nyantakyi’s ban comes 
two days after the premier-
ing of investigative report 
on alleged fraudulent ac-
tivities that have character-
ized Ghana football.

The video is a product 
of Anas Aremeyaw Anas, 
an award-winning investi-
gative journalist, who had 
earlier petitioned FIFA to 
probe allegations of  cor-
ruption against Nyantakyi, 
also an executive member 
of  the Confederation of  
African football (CAF).

Nyantakyi, whose 
reign saw Ghana qualify 
for three straight World 
Cup tournaments, is al-
ready facing charges for al-
legedly using the name of  
Ghanaian president Nana 
Addo Dankwa Akufo-Ad-
do fraudulently in excerpts 
of the investigative report.

The Ghanaian gov-
ernment has decided to 
dissolve the GFA and sus-
pend all football-related 
activities including the lo-
cal elite league.

Gifu (Japan), June 9 (IANS): India’s Anu 
Kumar won gold in the men’s 800 metre 
event at the 2018 Asian Junior Athletics 
Championships here on Saturday.

Kumar clocked 1:54.11 to push Iran’s 
Abdolrahim Dorzadeh (1:54.23) to the 
runners-up spot.

Fuki Torii of  Japan took bronze in 
1:54.55.

India also bagged a bronze in the men’s 
4x100m event with the quartet of Prajwal 
Ravi, Akash Kumar, Nithin Balakumar and 
Gurindervir Singh registering a time of  
40.75 seconds.

Hosts Japan won the title with Yuki 
Takagi, Daisuke Miyamoto, Satoru Fuku-
shima and Justin Junpei Tsukamoto clock-
ing 39.65 seconds.

London, June 9 (Reuters): 
Britain’s richest man has had 
a bid to buy Chelsea football 
club turned down by Roman 
Abramovich, according to 
British media reports.

The Daily Mail reported 
that Jim Ratcliffe, the chair-
man and chief executive of  
multinational petrochemi-
cals group Ineos, expressed 
an interest in the Premier 
League club which the Rus-
sian has owned for 15 years.

Chelsea’s future has 
become uncertain since 
Abramovich ran into UK 
visa problems, which caused 
him to miss Chelsea’s FA 
Cup final victory over Man-
chester United last month.

The delay in renewing 
his UK tier one investment 
visa, which has been re-
ported to be linked with 
worsening UK-Russian re-
lations, led to him applying 
for Israeli citizenship, which 
was granted last month.

Israeli passport holders 
can enter Britain without a 
visa for short stays, although 
they require visas to work 
there. Speculation over his 
commitment to Chelsea 

intensified when the club 
announced it would not 
go ahead with a one bil-
lion pound ($1.34 billion) 
redevelopment of Stamford 
Bridge, a project intended to 
place it on a firmer financial 
footing.

Despite the uncertainty, 
the Daily Mail report said 
Abramovich remains com-
mitted to Chelsea, who are 
valued at around one billion 
pounds, and had knocked 
back Ratcliffe’s approach, 
which it said was one of  
several.

Ratcliffe, 65, is report-
ed to be a Chelsea season 
ticket holder and last month 
topped the Sunday Times 
rich list which valued his 
personal fortune at 21.05 
billion pounds, compared 
with Abramovich’s 9.3 bil-
lion pounds.

Last year Ineos pur-
chased Swiss club FC Lau-
sanne-Sport, which is based 
near to its offices in Rolle in 
the Canton of Vaud.

Ratcliffe, who grew up 
in Manchester, has not pre-
viously linked with buying 
into English football.

Kuala Lumpur, June 9 
(IANS): Bangladesh out-
classed hosts Malaysia by 
70 runs in their final league 
tie to set their date with 
six-time champions India 
in the summit clash of the 
women’s Asia Cup at the 
Kinrara Academy Oval here 
on Sunday.

Earlier on Saturday, In-
dia dished out a clinical 
performance to hammer 
arch-rivals Pakistan by sev-
en wickets and enter their 
seventh straight final.

Going in to the final, In-
dia will be wary of Bangla-
desh’s prowess, having lost 
to them in the league stages 
and would aim to avenge 
the humiliation en-route to 
their seventh consecutive 
title.

Against the Pakistanis, 
the Harmanpreet Kaur-led 
side had a rather easy outing 
barring the tricky chase that 
saw them lose two wickets 
with just five runs on the 
board.

Electing to bat, Pakistan 
folded up for a meagre 72/7 
with Sana Mir (20 not out) 
and Nahida Khan (18) man-
aging to reach the double 
figures in a lacklustre batting 

get a Game One, and I let 
the emotions get the best of  
me,” said James, wearing a 
brace on his right hand at 
his post-game conference.

“Pretty much played 
the last three games with a 
broken hand.”

For Cleveland, the loss 
sends the team into an off-
season of great uncertainty 
as James, the best player of  
his generation, could sign 
elsewhere as a free agent 
after July 1, which is widely 
expected given the relative 
lack of talent on the roster.

James, who was play-
ing in his eighth consecu-
tive NBA Finals and fourth 
straight with the Cavs, has 
carried the team since he 
returned in 2014 but would 
likely need to see some key 
additions to keep him with 
his hometown team.

When James, who only 
attempted three shots from 
the floor during the second 
half, left the game with 
about four minutes to play, 
he did so to a standing ova-
tion from a home crowd 
that were chanting “M-V-P, 
M-V-P.”

James said he did not 
yet know where he would 
play next season.

“When I decide what 
I’m going to do with my 
future, my family and the 
folks that have been with 
me for the last, you know, 
20 years, pretty much, will 
have a say-so,” he said.

“Then it will ultimately 
come down to me, and so 
we’ll see what happens.”

Barcelona, June 9 (IANS): 
FC Barcelona will start 
their 2018-19 preseason 
o n  Ju ly  1 1 
with those 
footballers 
who are not 
p a r t i c i p a t -
ing  in  the 
2018 FIFA 
World Cup 
in Russia, 
t h e  C a t a -
lan club an-
nounced on 
Saturday.

Barcelona play-
ers on international duty 
are to progressively join 
their teammates after com-
peting with their respective 
national teams in Russia, 
where the World Cup is to 
be held between June 14 
and July 15, reports Efe.

The La Liga champi-
ons’ coach, Ernesto Val-
verde, decided to move 

the preseason up by five 
days, before heading to the 
United States on July 24, 

where Barce-
lona are to 
play three 

exhibition 
games in the 
Internation-

al Cham-
p i o n s 
Cup.

O n 
July 11, the 

a v a i l a b l e 
players are to 

undergo medical 
and physical tests, then 

perform a double training 
session on July 12.

Barcelona are to play 
the friendly matches against 
Tottenham Hotspur on 
July 28 in Los Angeles, AS 
Roma on July 31 in Dallas 
and against AC Milan on 
August 4 in Santa Clara, 
California.

effort.
In response, Harman-

preet (34 not out) and her 

deputy Smriti Mandhana 
(38) steered India to a com-
fortable victory with 23 balls 

to spare after starting on a 
shaky note. Earlier, left-arm 
spinner Ekta Bisht spun a 

web around the Pakistanis 
with three wickets, and was 
well assisted by the other 

Indian bowlers who stuck 
to a disciplined effort.

During their chase, In-
dia got off  to a forgettable 
start, losing former skip-
per Mithali Raj and Deepti 
Sharma for ducks with the 
scoreboard ticking 5/2.

But thereafter the de-
fending champions did not 
look back as the left-right 
combo of Smriti and Har-
manpreet forged a brilliant 
65-run third wicket stand to 
take the side within sniffing 
distance of victory.

Later in the day, Ban-
gladesh rode on a collective 
batting effort to score 130/4 
after electing to bat. In reply, 
the hosts could manage a 
paltry 60/9 in their 20 overs.

Brief  Scores: Pakistan 
72/7 (Sana Mir 20 not out, 
Nahida Khan 18; Ekta Bisht 
3/14) lose to India 75/3 
(Smriti Mandhana 38, Har-
manpreet Kaur 34 not out) 
by 7 wickets.

Bangladesh 130/4 (Sha-
mima Sultana 43, Ayas-
ha Rahman 31; Winifred 
Duraisingam 2/19) beat 
Malaysia 60/9 (Winifred 
Duraisingam 17, Mas Elysa 
14; Rumana Ahmed 3/8) 
by 70 runs.

Panjim, June 9 (IANS): Moroccan attack-
ing midfielder Hugo Adnan Boumous has 
extended his stay with the Indian Super 
League (ISL) outfit FC Goa, it was an-
nounced on Saturday.

The 22-year-old joined Goa midway 
through the fourth season after replacing 
striker Adrian Colunga and quickly cement-
ed his spot in the first team after impressive 
displays for the club.

“I’m very happy to be extending my 
contract with the club. We are building a 
strong team and I am excited to be part of  
the future of FC Goa,” the Moroccan said 
after extending the deal.

Hugo made a huge impact last season and 
carried the club into the semi-finals of ISL, 
scoring twice and assisting two more goals in 
his brief stint with the club.
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Thrilling fightback gives 
Halep first Grand Slam title

Angling competition held at Noune resort

Struggling Germany pin hopes 
on rocket-man Marco Reus

Salah hopeful of making World Cup opener for Egypt

Argentina name midfielder Enzo Perez as Lanzini's replacement

Marco Reus

Mohamed Salah

Enzo Perez

Romania's Simona Halep kisses the trophy as she celebrates wining the final match of the French Open 
tennis tournament against Sloane Stephens of the U.S. in three sets 3-6, 6-4, 6-1, at the Roland Garros 
stadium in Paris, France on Sat. June 9.

AP/PTI

The winner Subasish Das with his prize catch at Noune Resort on 
Sat. June 9.

EM Images

Paris, June 9 (PTI/AFP): 
Simona Halep fought 
back from a set and a 
break down to finally 
claim her first Grand 
Slam title by beating 
Sloane Stephens 3-6, 6-4, 
6-1 in a gruelling French 
Open final on Saturday.

The world number 
one had lost all three of 
her previous major fi-
nals, including two at Ro-
land Garros, but staged a 
thrilling comeback to win 
after two hours and three 
minutes.

"In the last game I felt 
like I could not breathe 
anymore", said Halep.

It  was the perfect 
way for the Romanian 
to banish the demons of 
her painful final defeat 
by Jelena Ostapenko 12 
months ago, when she 
blew a lead of a set and 
3-0.

US Open champion 
Stephens had looked set 
to lift a second Grand 
Slam trophy when lead-
ing 6-3,  2-0,  but the 
American 10th seed wilt-
ed in hot conditions and 
Halep pounced.

T h e  2 6 - y e a r - o l d 
played a scintillating de-
ciding set in which she 
made only five unforced 
errors, breaking her ma-
jor duck in style.

Halep celebrated her 
victory in a way usual-
ly seen at Wimbledon, 
climbing into her box to 
greet friends and family.

"I tried to not do the 
same thing as last year. 
It's a dream and it's so 
special to do it here in 
Paris," she said.

FIFA WORLD CUP

RUSSIA 2018
4 DAYS TO GO

"When I was down a 
break in the second set 
I just tried to relax and 
enjoy the match." 

The fans at Roland 
Garros preceded the 
match with a standing 
ovation for seven-time 
Grand Slam champion 
Maria Bueno after the 
Brazilian's death on Fri-
day aged 78.

Halep had vocal sup-
port from the start on 
Court Philippe Chatrier, 
but Stephens was the bet-
ter player in the baseline 
rallies and made an early 
breakthrough as two big 

forehands left the top 
seed scrambling.

The early exchanges 
were brutal in the Paris 
heat, but it was the world 
number one who found 
herself being forced onto 
the defensive as Stephens 
moved 4-1 ahead.

The 25-year-old, who 
was ranked 957 in the 
world less than a year ago 
after her injury woes, was 
using her bigger forehand 
to good effect as Halep 
struggled to make any 
inroads into her oppo-
nent's serve.

She did manage to 

make Stephens serve 
for the set, though, and 
was stepping into the 
court with more author-
ity, bringing up her first 
break point.

But Halep wasted the 
chance with her 10th un-
forced error and Stephens 
made her pay, drilling an 
unreturnable backhand 
into the corner to wrap 
up the set after just 41 
minutes.

A first-ever Grand 
Sl a m  f i n a l  d e f e a t  i n 
straight sets for Halep 
looked likely as soon as 
Stephens claimed the 

Madrid, June 9 (Reuters): 
Liverpool forward Mo-
hamed Salah is confident 
he will be fit enough to 
take part in Egypt’s World 
Cup opener against Uru-
guay in Yekaterinburg next 
Friday, Spanish newspa-
per Marca reported on 
Saturday.

The 25-year-old went 
off with a shoulder prob-
lem in the first half of Liv-
erpool’s 3-1 defeat to Real 
Madrid in last month’s 
Champions League final 
but the speedy forward 
expects to play some part 
in Egypt’s first Group A 
fixture in Russia.

“Now I’m feeling bet-
ter,” Salah told the Spanish 
daily. “I’m hopeful of being 
able to play in our first 
game, but this will depend 
on how I feel when the day 
comes around.”

Salah, who laughed 
off Real Madrid defender 
Sergio Ramos’s claim that 
he would have been able 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, June 9 (EMN): 
Anglers from Nagaland, 
Tripura, and Manipur had 
a field day at Noune Resort 
during the second Naga-
land Angling competition 
on Sat. June 9 organised 
by Anglers Association in 
Nagaland in association 
with the department of 
Fisheries, government of 
Nagaland. 

Advisor of Fisheries, 
L Khumo Khiamniungan 
was a special invitee to 
the programme where-
as; the secretary to the 
government of Nagaland 
Fisheries department, T 
Mhabemo Yanthan ad-
dressed the keynote.

Yanthan, in his address 
asserted that arranging a 
competition like angling 
was not easy but the com-
mitment to make the en-
vironment vibrant was the 
force that kept the Angling 
Association going. He said 
that environment was the 
second most talked topic 
in the world at present, 
so he urged everyone to 
protect the environment. 
“If we care for ecosystem 
let us join hands together 
to conserve our ecosys-
tem and water bodies,” he 
stated.

The first prize was won 
by Subasish Das from Na-
galand with a catch of 
2.545 kilograms whereas 
the runners-up Lipok-
temsu, also from Naga-
land with 885 grams. The 
second runners-up went 
to Akai Awomi again from 
Nagaland with 805 grams 

first game of the second 
set on her fourth break 
point.

The Romanian knows 
better than anyone how 
Grand Slam finals can 
turn though after her 
2017 heartbreak against 
Ostapenko,  and she 
broke back to love to the 
delight of the crowd.

Suddenly Halep had 
won 12 of 13 points and 
snatched the momen-
tum, and she made it 
four games on the spin as 
Stephens dumped con-
secutive forehands into 
the net.

S t e p h e n s  b r i e f l y 
looked out on her feet, 
but raised her game by 
shortening the points 
to break straight back 
before levelling the set 
at 4-4, helped by the first 
ace of the match.

But Halep dug deep, 
squaring the final by win-
ning the next two games, 
as Stephens fired a back-
hand wide on the first set 
point.

The American had 
fatigued irreparably, and 
it was her turn to fall 2-0 
down at the start of the 
deciding set.

The match was all but 
ended as Halep clinched 
the double break in game 
four after some magnifi-
cent defending in one of 
the points of the match.

Stephens managed 
to land a couple of late 
blows, but Halep con-
fidently served it out, 
sealing victory on her 
first match point when 
her opponent netted a 
return.

of fish.
Khylomo Lotha was 

awarded the most disci-
plined participant. Bobo 
was the competitor to 
catch the first fish during 
the competition which 
weighed 165 grams. 

Total prize money of 
INR 2.5 lakhs was given to 
the winning participants 
in various categories.

Meanwhile it was also 
informed that another 
angling competition was 
also carried out at Musu 
Angling Club, Hoito Village 
on June 9. The competi-

tion was organised by the 
Dimapur District Anglers.

Besides anglers from 
Dimapur, more than 200 
anglers including partici-
pants from Shillong, As-
sam, Manipur, and differ-
ent districts of Nagaland 
participated in the day 
long competition. 

According to informa-
tion, the owner of Musu 
Angling Club announced 
that angling would be 
open to all angling lov-
ers from June 11 till July 8 
(Tuluni), which the owner 
said was a Tuluni offer.

Berlin, June 9 (IANS): 
There's no chance of Ger-
many forward Marco Reus 
staying cool when talking 
about participating in his 
first ever major tourna-
ment -- the 2018 World 
Cup in Russia.

The blond striker, who 
was one of Germany's bet-
ter players in a poor overall 
performance when beat-
ing Saudi Arabia 2-1 in 
their last warm-up match 
on Friday, is eagerly await-
ing the upcoming World 
Cup.

"I'm full of expectation 
when I think about the 
time in Russia," he com-
mented with just a few 
days to go before setting 
off for Russia next Tuesday.

Reus is Loew's secret 
weapon when it comes 
to doing the unexpected. 
But currently Reus is more 
than just an ideal wing-
er or midfielder, he is in 
support to Loew trying to 
fight the presently gloomy 
mood surrounding the 
German team after a series 
of disappointing results in 
pre-World Cup friendlies.

Beating underdogs 
Saudi Arabia was the first 
victory after five disap-
pointing games. Uncer-
tainty and doubts make 
things difficult for Loew's 
team as it lacks balance 
and ideas. It will be up to 
Reus to help the team to 
improve.

With a broad smile all 
over his face, the Borus-
sia Dortmund star speaks 
about his and the German 
team's ambitious goal to 

be the first team to defend 
the title since 1962 suc-
cessfully.

"It's in our head (to 
defend World Cup title) 
all the time. Everybody is 
extremely concentrated 
as we know we will be the 
ones everyone wants to 
beat. But we feel great con-
fidence," Reus empha-
sized.

Due to injuries, the 
29-year-old missed the 
2014 tournament in Brazil 
and later said he went to 
bed immediately after his 
teammates had beaten 
Argentina 1-0.

The winger missed 
Mario Gotze's magnificent 
gesture when displaying 
Reus's shirt during the 
new world champions' 
post-match celebrations.

After fighting his way 
back through an eight-
month injury break only 
a few weeks ago, his time 
has now come in 2018. 
Reus is hoping to be on 
the pitch when it counts 
most and not like in the 
past in front of the televi-
sion.

"I want to help the 
team," he says ignoring 
the fact that he will play 
a vital role in the tactical 
system of the national 
team coach Loew.

Loew demands the 
greatest versatility of his 
performers. In front of a 
strong midfield and be-
hind a one-man spear-
head, the wingers will be 
expected to attack the 
penalty areas and goal 
to create space for left 

and right backs moving in 
from behind.

"He is extremely gifted 
and surprises every op-
ponent. Watching him at 
training, you must admit 
he is what you call a rock-
et," Loew underlined. The 
German coach is hoping 
Reus is going to vitalize 
the so far uninspired title-
holders squad.

The German coach 
said Reus is top class due 
to his instinct and his 
unique feeling for spaces 
and passes. "He can read 
a game and is extremely 
fast," Loew said calling 
Reus one of the key fac-
tors if Germany is to be 
successful in Russia.

Currently, the German 
team is far from the best 
shape.

What makes Loew 
praise Reus's abilities is 
his versatility as he plays 
as a left winger as well as 
in central midfield and as 
a center forward.

"He is a weapon," 
Loew said. After perform-
ing well against Saudi Ara-
bia, Reus is a candidate 
for the starting eleven. 
Midfielder Mesut Oezil is 
in danger to lose his place.

"Marco's abilities pro-
vide many options for the 
coach," Germany's team 
manager Oliver Bierhoff 
commented adding he 
and the entire team are 
keeping their fingers 
crossed that Reus stays fit.

"He deserves to go 
through a major tourna-
ment without an injury 
more than every other 
player. He has had to go 
through hard times in the 
past," Bierhoff said. The 
"man for unusual things" 
(Loew about Reus) says he 
is determined to "get the 
rocket started" in Russia.

After 56 years, it is time 
for world champions to 
successfully defend the 
title, the German striker 
said.

"We need to do better 
in Russia, but the team 
will improve as soon as 
the tournament is kicked 
off," Reus commented.

to continue in Kiev had he 
taken a pain-killing injec-

tion, scored the penalty 
that sealed Egypt’s place 

at a first World Cup in 28 
years and insists they are 

not in Russia to make up 
the numbers.

“We’ve got a great 
team and a great coach. 
We want to get into the 
next round and do things 
well there,” he added.

“We’re strong as a 
group, we all have the 
same objective, which is 
to win and that’s the most 
important thing. We don’t 
just have one strong point, 
but the main thing is we 
play together as a group.

“The pressure was to 
qualify for the World Cup. 
Of course, you can then 
say ‘right, we’ve got there, 
that’s that’, but for me it’s 
not like that. We want to 
make history and achieve 
something different.

“It’s not a simple case 
of going, playing three 
games and thank you very 
much. That’s not going 
through my head.”

Saudi Arabia and hosts 
Russia are the other teams 
in Egypt’s group.

Barcelona, June 9 (IANS): 
Argentina on Saturday 
named midfielder Enzo 
Perez as their replace-
ment for injured Manuel 
Lanzini in their squad for 
the FIFA World Cup, start-
ing next week in Russia.

Lanzini  on Friday 
hurt his right knee during 
training, ruling himself 
out of the World Cup. His 
replacement, Perez, 32, 
who plays for River Plate, 
has so far appeared 21 
times for Argentina.

Meanwhile, Argentina 
brought its stay at FC Bar-
celona's training ground 
to a close, reports Efe.

The pre-competition 
stint in the city has been 
something of a home 
away from home sce-
nario for Lionel Messi, 
who knows the place well 
through his long and on-

going career with La Liga 
club Barcelona, but it has 
been disastrous for West 
Ham midfielder Lanzini.

Lanzini was therefore 
absent from Saturday's 
final session led by head 
coach Jorge Sampaoli, 
which was followed by a 
team lunch at their ho-
tel in Barcelona ahead 
of their flight to Russia, 
where the players will set 
up camp at the Bronnitsy 
Training Base, located 
some 55 kilometres (34 
miles) outside Russia's 
capital Moscow. 

A  p re - Wo r l d  Cu p 
friendly against Israel 
that was meant to be held 
in Jerusalem Friday was 
canceled after several Ar-
gentina players received 
threats amid calls from 
Palestinian rights groups 
to boycott the match. 

The two-time cham-
pions are in Group D and 
will kick off their cam-

paign against Iceland on 
June 16 at the Spartak 
Stadium. In the group 

stages of the competition, 
Argentina will also face 
Croatia and Nigeria.


