
Representatives of the NSCN (IM) and the government of India after a meeting at Chumukedima 
on Friday. 

Neiphiu Rio speaking at the dedication of the Dr. T Ao Regional Football Academy at Seithekema ‘C’ 
village in Dimapur in Friday in Dimapur
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Regina Maram’s students during a training session at the AIDA building at Don Bosco in Dimapur.
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Chief Secretary admits to ‘shortcomings’ but talks tough on the 
issue of teachers ‘compromising with the future of schoolchildren’   SSA teachers’ agitation

Government concedes mistakes were 
made while appointing teachers 

Carved in stone: Immortalising 
the legacy of Olympian Talimeren

‘Monsoon downpour 
will last till September’

Cordial ending to NSCN-GoI ceasefire talks 

Another teachers' group threatens with agitation  

Regina Maram and the beauty of equipping youths with skills
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 30° 22°

Agartala 36° 26°

Gangtok 28° 17°

Guwahati 37° 27°

Imphal 31° 21°

Itanagar 34° 24°

Shillong 26° 19°

Delhi 40° 29°

Kolkata 35° 28°

Chennai 38° 29°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 29° 20°
DIMAPUR 35° 26°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 3mm 90%
DIMAPUR 21mm 94%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Failure is another 
steppingstone to 

greatness. 

 ~ Oprah Winfrey

"Malik, is he new? I have a 
new building toh... And what 

better than new building - new 
malik? Can I take him?

Mirror Takes

~ Arien

Our Correspondent
Kohima, June 8 (EMN): The Naga-
land government has admitted to 
committing mistakes in appointing 
teachers, even as the 2010 and 2013 
batches of the Sarva Shiksha Abhiy-
an teachers are currently on protest. 
The 2010 and 2013 batch teachers 
are protesting under the aegis the 
Nagaland State Sarva Shiksha Ab-
hiyan Teachers Association (NAS-
SATA). The sit-in protest entered its 
third day on Friday in Kohima. 

The SSA teachers were recruited 
for a centrally sponsored scheme, 
a flagship programme of the un-
ion Ministry of Human Resource 
Development, and are bound by 
terms and conditions of the pro-
gramme where their services are to 
be terminated with the closure of 
the programme. 

During a press conference 
that was held on Friday afternoon, 
Chief Secretary Temjen Toy said, “I 
must admit that there have been 
shortcomings on the part of the 
government, because they were 
supposed to be appointed against 
the programme and with the terms 
and conditions. But then, at that 
particular point of time, out of over-
sight or out of whatever reasons the 
appointments that were given to 
them were given in the form of any 
regular appointment. That is one 
shortcoming we have to admit and 
call ‘spade a spade’. That is the mis-
take the government made.”

The administrator likened the 
government’s position to being 
trapped ‘between the devil and the 
deep blue sea.’ According to him 
although the appointments were 
intended in accordance with the 
programme's guidelines, the man-

ner in which they were made were 
not ‘proper.’ 

“So now, we are struggling with 
that and the Finance department 
and the School Education depart-
ment have been struggling to find a 
solution,” Toy admitted. He asserted 
that ‘some solution’ must have to 
be arrived at to settle the matter. 
He said that once the ‘initial mess’ 
concerning the appointments is 
sorted out, 'everything will come 
into place.'  

While acknowledging the prob-
lems faced by the SSA teachers, 
Toy also pointed that on several 
occasions the government, despite 
its ‘tight resource position,’ had ‘ad-
vanced salaries just to tide over their 
immediate difficulties.’ 

On the demand of the asso-
ciation for 7th ROP, Toy reiterated 
that the government has agreed 
in principle to revise their salaries. 
He reminded that the government 
has to follow certain procedures; 
clearances have to be obtained and 
calculations have to be made which 
is why it is going to take time for 
implementation. Stating ‘full com-
mitment’ to finding solutions to 
whatever problems ‘we’ are facing 
in any of the sectors, specifically the 
SSA, the officer said that the associa-
tion has to give time to the govern-
ment to examine the matter.

All said, Toy bluntly termed the 
second demand of the association 
— transferring their salaries from 
Plan to Non-Plan — ‘infantile and 
none of their business to tell the 
government that our salaries should 
come from this or that.’ 

Justifying his use of the lan-
guage, he said ‘Today the term ‘Plan 
and Non-Plan’ doesn’t exist in gov-

ernment. We don’t use those terms 
anymore. So it is not for any associa-
tion or group to tell the government 
that we want our salaries from this 
and that.’

Toy asserted that ‘so far as the 
government is concerned their 
salaries come from the flagship 
programme, but because of the 
problems in their appointments, 
some way out has to be found out.’

The SSA teachers have refused to 
accept their salaries from January-
March that have been released al-
ready. The association is demanding 
that it should be released with the 
7th ROP entitlement.

Toy maintained that the first 
demand need to be sorted out.  He 
pointed out that the government 
was not flush with money. Even if 
it were so, he said such things take 
time and requires ‘calculated steps 
to be taken by the government.’

Appeal to call off agitation
The government has appealed to 
the teachers to end their protest. 
Pointing out that the future of the 
children was being held to ransom, 
Toy expressed regret that ‘a group of 
enlightened and educated persons 
are behaving in this way.’ 

“I regret that such demands 
are being made by the association 
comprising of qualified education 
providers, one doesn’t expect their 
maturity to be of this level,” Toy 
stated. “I am sounding harsh but 
we know our business. We cannot 
compromise the education of our 
children.”

The officer maintained that the 
government will be the first to admit 
shortcomings on its part and take 
corrective measures. However, he 

reminded that just because a section 
of the government employees would 
have demands does not mean every 
demand is justified.

Toy strongly asserted that “even 
if they go agitating, the stand of the 
government is not going to change. 
We have made our commitment 
and our commitment stands. It is 
only a matter a time as there are 
certain preparations that have to be 
made and the exercise is going on.”

Reminding the teachers about 
their responsibilities over students, 
he assured that the government 
had been looking into their griev-
ances ‘despite the agitation and not 
because of the agitation.’

Beyond this, he maintained 
firmly, the government cannot do 
anything ‘agitation or no agitation.’ 
However, he cautioned that if the 
association still insists on agitating 
then the government will have to 
take action according to stipulated 
procedures and existing laws as 
the government cannot afford to 
compromise with the future of the 
students. 

Another officer, Principal Sec-
retary Menukhol John, observed a 
‘trust deficit’ between the govern-
ment and the association. He has 
asked the association to give the 
government time to work on the 
issue.

Meanwhile, the president of 
the NASSATA, Penthungo Yanthan, 
has informed that the teachers will 
continue with their sit-in protest on 
June 11 at the Secretariat. He said 
that while the group 'understands' 
the problems of the government, the 
teachers want a written assurance 
as they were ready to give time to 
the government to resolve the issue. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, June 8: The chief 
minister of Nagaland, 
Neiphiu Rio, has on Friday 
said that ‘a dream has come 
true for everyone’ even as he 
dedicated the foundation of 
the Dr. T Ao Regional Foot-
ball Academy at Seithekema 
‘C’ village in Dimapur on 
Friday. 

Announcing the occa-
sion as ‘historic,’ Rio ex-
pressed hope that the acad-
emy would inspire young 
talented sportspersons, 
particularly those in the 
field of football, to follow the 
footsteps of the Naga giant. 
The event was organised 
by the department of Youth 
Resources and Sports.

The programme was 
part of the year-long cel-
ebration commemorating 
the ‘birth centenary’ of Dr. 
T Ao. Rio said during the 
event that Ao brought ac-
colades to the state and 
his legacy will live on. He 
stated that Ao was a good 
student too.

According to Rio, sport 
teaches discipline and 
teamwork besides teach-
ing a sense of fair play in 
life, and keeping the body 
healthy. He has urged 
youths to take up sports 
and excel in it. “A healthy 
mind and a healthy body 
build a healthy nation,” he 
said. 

Rio recalled his time 
back in 1989 when he was in 
charge of the Sports depart-
ment. He wanted to hon-
our Ao but had to leave the 
department early. After he 
became the chief minister 
in 2011 he initiated discus-
sions with elders about the 
possibility of honouring the 

sportsperson. But before he 
could make it a reality he left 
for the Parliament in 2014.

Rio returned to the state 
in March 2018. He admitted 
to having discussions about 
the proposed project. They 
had scheduled April 2018 
to dedicate the foundation 
stone, he said, but post-
poned it to June because of 
the by-election.

Acknowledging the 
generosity of the landown-
ers for giving the land for 
the project, Rio expressed 
gratitude to the landowners 
for supporting a genuine 
cause. However, the chief 
minister admitted that 16 
acres of land was a bit small 
so they requested the IT 
department to give a part 
of its land. The IT depart-
ment agreed, Rio said, and 
gave back 200 acres of land 
to the department to start 
the academy at Niuland in 
Dimapur. 

A 100 cr. vision  
The chief minister said that 
the project will cost more 
than INR 100 cr. He will 
be requesting the Union 
Ministry of Youth Resources 
and Sports for assistance, 
he said. Saying that sports 
activities had been on hold 
for sometime in Nagaland, 
he assured to revive it in-
cluding, award events, inter-
district tournaments, be-
sides the Nagaland Premier 
League. Also, he opined that 
all the districts in the state 
should have football clubs 
to make selection to the 
state's team easier. 

Rio concluded the ad-
dress by appealing to the 
people to take a pledge to 
make the Dr. T Ao Regional 

Football Academy a centre 
of excellence.

Zale Neikha, advisor 
for Youth Resources and 
Sports, also spoke during 
the event. In his welcome 
note, he informed that the 
People's Democratic Alli-
ance government had come 
up with a policy to employ 
sportspersons in different 
departments as part of a 
'sports quota.' 

The advisor announced 
that the Dr. T Ao Northeast 
Football Trophy would be 
conducted in January 2019 
in Nagaland. Zale informed 
that the semi finals of the 
2018 FIFA World Cup would 
be telecast live at the Ko-
hima and Dimapur local 
grounds. 

Also, the president of the 
Nagaland Football Associa-
tion, Atuo Mezhur, termed 
the occasion a ‘red letter’ 
day for football in the state. 
He said that “a dream that 
we have been dreaming for 
many years has finally come 
true under the dynamic 
leadership of Neiphiu Rio.” 

The secretary general  of 
the Nagaland Olympic As-
sociation, Meren Paul, gave 
a brief account of the life 
of Dr. T Ao. He said that Ao 
was born in 1918 at Changki 
village in Mokokchung dis-
trict. In the 1948 London 
Olympics, the Olympian 
was the flag-bearer of the 
Indian contingent besides 
being the  captain of the 
India national football team 
then. In his later life he be-
came a civil surgeon. He 
went on to be become the 
director of Nagaland Health 
Services from which he re-
tired in 1978. Ao breathed 
his last in 1998.

Dimapur, June 8 (EMN): 
The Nagaland State Disas-
ter Management Author-
ity (NSDMA) has predicted 
monsoon rains in the state 
of Nagaland for four months, 
from June to September. 

The agency issued a 
statement on Friday inform-

Esther Verma
Dimapur, June 8 (EMN): As 
unemployment is witness-
ing extremity in the North-
east region, many young 
people between the ages 15 
and 25 are straying towards 
addictive and abusive hab-
its. This is represented in 
the growing number of 
school drop-outs in the 
region.    

This was where Regina 
Pamma Maram from Ma-
ram Khullen village in Ma-
nipur decided to dedicate 
her life to shaping and guid-
ing these breed of young, 
unemployed youths of the 
region. 

Regina, a former beauti-
cian and hair stylist at Ban-
galore’s plush Lakme Beau-
ty Salon, has been training 
and mentoring over 800 
youths over the past seven 
years at Dimapur’s Don 
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Bosco Tech at the Anma 
Integrated Development 
Association (AIDA) in the 
beauty and wellness sec-
tion of it. 

Maram informed that 
most of the students are ei-
ther drop-outs or educated 

but unemployed and hail-
ing from different states of 
the Northeast. “Most of the 
trainees come from broken 
families, are either drop-
outs or just basically un-
employed even though they 
have a degree,” she said. 

“It  is  reported that 
nearly 31 million Indians 
are jobless, out of which a 
huge percentage is from the 
Northeast,” she informed 
when asked about job op-
portunities in a hard hitting 
economy. 

Maram, while creating 
a close meaningful connec-
tion with students, said it 
was also important to keep 
updated with pastors and 
GBs or heads of villages in 
the states as mobilisation 
is done in the rural areas 
more often.

“We go to villages and 
meet with pastors, GBs, or 
village heads to sensitise 
and hold awareness pro-
grammes so that we can 
be trusted in helping the 
young people,” she said. 

Everybody always hears 
about the ‘troubled path’ 
a young person may take 
or any negative habit one 
might pick up which can 
lead to self destruction. For 
Maram though, she says 
that the youths need to 
keep busy to not succumb 
to bad habits. “I am so hap-
py to see my students who 

have overcome their bad 
habits such as chewing and 
smoking tobacco to drink-
ing during their training 
period,” she proudly said.

Further, Maram said 
that every time her gradu-
ated students call to show 
appreciation for her guid-
ance and support, she feels 
“contended and encour-
aged” to carry on in the 
field. 

“I get inner satisfaction 
knowing that they are doing 
well in life,” she said adding 
that 16 of her students are 
already working abroad 
earning up to INR 2 lakh a 
month. “I can see the fruits 
bearing,” she beamed.

Maram also informed 
that even though she has a 
degree in Sociology, it did 
not open doors especially 
in the job arena. “Only af-
ter my skill development 

course plenty of job op-
portunities came my way,” 
she said. 

“People have a miscon-
ception about working out-
side in hotels or the beauty 
industry in terms of safety 
but we must all know that 
it is not the place but it is 
one’s discipline that matters 
which will not create situa-
tions,” she said when asked 
about the perceived racial 
discrimination youths from 
the Northeast face in main-
land India. 

The new batch for the 
programme begins on July 
15 which is available for 
free. Apart from the beauty 
and wellness course which 
includes body treatments, 
basic hair care, basic and 
advanced make up, others 
such as hospitality and food 
and beverage courses are 
also taught. 

ing that the state was one of the 
few states to have witnessed the 
onset of monsoon during the first 
week of June. “With the onset of 
monsoon rains, on and off erratic 
nature of rains have already start-
ed over several parts of the state. 
In the coming days, Nagaland can 
expect moderate to heavy rains 
across many parts of state.”

According to the NSDMA's 
weather analysis, rains would 
mostly occur in the evenings and 
nights during the monsoon. Wax-
ing and waning of the monsoon 
rains is considered to be normal. 
However, it was informed that the 
Northeast India region including 
Nagaland was most likely to record 
deficient rainfall this year accord-
ing to the weather pattern analy-
sis and forecast of the NSDMA. 
Weather models are indicating 
that the region is likely to have 
deficient rainfall by 10% to 15%, 
it informed.

Dimapur, June 8 (EMN): Representatives 
of the government of India and those 
from the NSCN (IM) held yet another 
round of meeting of the ceasefire ground 
rules review committee at Chumuke-
dima in Dimapur on Friday. According 
to a statement from the NSCN (IM), the 
meeting ‘was courteous and reciprocal.’  

“Government of India (GoI) side 

headed by Rina Mitra, special secretary 
(internal security) MHA and gen. retd. 
VS Atem representing NSCN, both sug-
gested to promoting the more conducive 
ground environment while upholding 
progression of sincere conversation 
embarking on the landmark framework 
agreement signed between the parties, 
3rd August. 2015,” the statement read. 

Dimapur, June 8 (EMN):  Another group of teachers called the All Nagaland Ad hoc 
Teachers’ Group has announced a ‘third phase of agitation’ from June 11.  “The third 
phase agitation shall be resorted in the form of boycotting classes if the Nagaland 
government does not comply with a concrete solution in fulfilling the demand of the 
ANAGT. Therefore, it appeals all its members from across the state to keep mentality 
prepared for the upcoming agitation,” read a statement from the group, on Friday.



NE region home to one-third of 
the country’s total biodiversity

Health service providers urged to adopt holistic approach 

Disaster agency rescues four tourists 

Phek honours HSLC toppers 

Four held in connection with abduction

NCW national chairperson visits state

State to launch 
campaign against 
diarrhoea

More condemn Dimapur triple murder

2 STATE
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Saturday, June 9, 2018

I Himato, centre, along with officials from the Jhpiego and the department of Health and Family Welfare during the workshop in Kohima on 
June 8.

The chairperson of the National Commission for Women, Rekha Sharma, seen here with unit officials 
after the visit to the Central Jail in Dimapur on June 8.

A section of the participants at the daylong seminar at Immanuel College in Dimapur, on June 8.

Dimapur, June 8 (EMN): 
North eastern region is 
considered as a geograph-
ic gateway for much of 
India’s flora and fauna 
harbouring exceptional 
biodiversity with relative-
ly complex biogeography. 
The region is also home 
to more than one-third of 
the country’s total biodi-
versity.

This was highlighted 
during one-day seminar 
on ‘Floristic diversity of 
Northeast India,’ organ-
ised by the IQAC and 
research committee of 
Immanuel College in its 
premises on June 8 for the 
botany students.

Resource person of 
the first session, Dr. Ash-
iho Asosü Mao, scientist 
from Botanical Survey of 
India, Eastern Regional 
Centre, Shillong, spoke 
on the topic “Floristic 
diversity of North-East 
India.” In his deliberation 
Dr. Ashiho reminded the 
students that North east-
ern region is considered 
as a geographic gateway 
for much of India’s flora 
and fauna, harbouring 
exceptional biodiversity 
with relatively complex 

NSCN (R) discharges official
NSCN/ GPRN (Reformation) has discharged 
Capt. Visie-U (Joshua), son of K Zakie of Piphema 
old village, Angami region, with immediate effect 
on ‘health ground.’ The organisation, in a state-
ment issued by its MIP, has wished him speedy 
recovery of his health and a bright future.

ANSTA convenes meeting
All Nagaland School Teachers’ Association 
(ANSTA), central, has convened an emergency 
meeting with all federating units/ sub-units on 
June 21 at its guest house at 11 am. The meeting 
has been convened to deliberate on crucial issues 
confronting the association and also to chalk- out 
programmes for its ensuing general conference 
scheduled in November next. The association 
general secretary, Visato Koso, has requested all 
the federating presidents/ general secretaries and 
conveners of genuine graduate teachers’ forum to 
attend the proposed meeting without fail.

JYO clarifies news report
The Jotsoma Youth Organisation (JYO) has clari-
fied about the mother’s name of Renpemo Tso-
poe, who was caught while extorting money from 
loaded trucks within the jurisdiction of Jotsoma 
village on the National Highway 29 on June 2. 
Tsopoe had allegedly claimed that his mother was 
Rokosanuo Vitsu from Viswema village during an 
interrogation. On having further investigation, it 
was learned that the real name of Tsopoe’s mother 
was Wopeno Tsopoe and not Rokosanuo Vitsu 
as stated. In a press release, JYO has decried the 
statement of the accused for tarnishing the image 
of Vitsu clan.

NEWS IN BRIEF

biogeography. He ex-
plained that the region is 
home to more than one-
third of the country’s total 
biodiversity. 

The second resource 
person, Dr. Tarun Lunar 
Jana, HoD Botany from 
St. John College, Dimapur, 
spoke on the topic “pre-
liminary census and tax-
onomic survey of host 
plants of Cuscuta reflexa 
Roxb in Dimapur district, 

Nagaland.” In his presen-
tation, Dr. Tarun revealed 
the orderly enumeration 
of host plants of Cuscuta 
reflex roxb from Dimapur 
district Nagaland. 

In the second session, 
Dr. Ashiho spoke on the 
on the topic “Medicinal 
plants of North east In-
dia,” wherein he high-
lighted on the importance 
and potential of medici-
nal plants in the multi-

billion dollar industry in 
North eastern India. 

He reminded that 
more than 80% of the 
world population rely 
on traditional medicine 
largely plant based for 
their primary healthcare 
need. 

The second speaker, 
Vepu, assistant professor 
from the department of 
Botany, Immanuel Col-
lege, spoke on the topic 

“Resource potential & 
challenges of bamboo 
in Nagaland, North East 
India.” 

In his presentation, he 
spoke on different spe-
cies of bamboo found in 
Nagaland and highlighted 
on the potential of bam-
boo plantation. According 
to him, Nagaland con-
tributes about 5% of the 
growing stock of bamboo 
in India. 

Assistant professor 
from the department of 
History, Ms Imjungla Im-
chen, had moderated in 
both the session, while 
the invocation prayer was 
said by Talichuba Walling, 
assistant professor from 
the department of Politi-
cal Science.

The inaugural address 
was presented by Dr. A 
Loss Chalai, chairman 
of the college governing 
body. The programme 
concluded with a vote of 
thanks delivered by Th. 
Sharatchandra Singh, the 
college’s principal.

This was stated in a 
press release issued by 
Akutu Poireng, media cell 
convener of Immanuel 
College.

Dimapur, June 8 (EMN): 
Commissioner and sec-
retary of health and fam-
ily welfare department, 
I Himato Zhimomi, has 
called upon the health 
service providers in the 
state to rededicate them-
selves by adopting holistic 
approach on health is-
sues. Himato stated this 
while addressing district 
and state officials of the 
department during one-
day state level orientation 
workshop on the opera-
tionalisation of ‘Health & 
Wellness Centres (HWCs) 
under Ayushman Bharat 
initiative on June 8 in the 
conference hall of Hotel 
Vivor, Kohima.

Himato also empha-
sised on the emerging 
need of introducing con-
cept of wellness apart 
from health. He has sug-
gested concentrating ef-
forts towards improve-
ment of mental, social 
and spiritual well-being 
of the society, which in 
turn would improve the 
economic productivity 
and quality of life for the 
Naga people.

Dr. Kevichusa, NHM 

Dimapur, June 8 (EMN): 
State disaster manage-
ment authority has res-
cued four tourists from 
Dzükou on June 7, who 
were stranded in the val-
ley following inclement 
weather.

The tourists were res-
cued by personnel of the 
state disaster manage-
ment authority on hav-

ing received reports of 
tourists being stranded 
in the valley following 
inclement weather.

On receiving the in-
formation, the Kohima 
DDMA swung into ac-
tion and rescued the 
tourists. The tourists 
were rescued by the State 
Disaster Response Fund 
(SDRF) team comprising 

of an eight personnel. 
Meanwhile, NSDMA 

has cautioned visitors 
or tourists to take neces-
sary precautions while 
visiting the Dzükou val-
ley during the monsoon. 
Trekkers were advised to 
pay heed to weather re-
ports or take local guides 
and plan their trek ac-
cordingly.

Dimapur, June 8 (EMN): District Plan-
ning and Development Board (DPDB) 
has felicitated toppers of the HSLC and 
HSSLC during its monthly meeting 
held in the office of the deputy com-
missioner on June 8. The meeting was 
presided over by the chairman DPDB, 
Neiba Kronu. 

Speaking on the occasion, Kronu 
has encouraged the members to give 
their effort for better functioning of the 
government.

MLA, Chotisü Sazo, has also con-
gratulated the toppers. He called upon 
the government schools teachers to put 

in more effort and improve the perform-
ance of the schools. Sazo has encouraged 
the toppers to move ahead with greater 
heights of excellence. 

NPF MLA, Yitachu, who also spoke 
on the occasion, has enlightened the 
members on the disadvantage of double 
enrolment in the electoral process. He 
has encouraged all the members to carry 
on their responsibility in order to achieve 
development in the area.

It was informed that the transport 
and industries departments were en-
trusted to present their activities in the 
next DPDB meeting.

Dimapur, June 8 (EMN): 
Dimapur police has arrest-
ed four persons in connec-
tion with the abduction 
of the DAN secretary on 
December 3, 2017. 

According to a police 
report issued by the addi-
tion commissioner of po-
lice and PRO, the accused 
were identified as Aboto 
Achumi alias Lokivito 
Achumi (27). He was ar-
rested on January 17 from 
Netaji Colony, Dimapur.

The main accused 
identified as Kenneth G 
Chishi alias Tunato Chishi 
(31), was arrested on Janu-
ary 20 from his residence 
at Bamunpukhuri village, 
Dimapur.

The other accused was 

identified as ‘ss’ Leacy of 
NSCN (R), Neiketoukho 
Shuya alias Neibu Shuya 
(36). He was arrested on 
March 19 from Purana 
Bazaar, Dimapur. 

Another accused iden-
tified as ‘ss’ Rajapeyu of 
the NSCN (R), Ngukito 
Kiba alias Inaka, was ar-
rested on March 19 from 
Purana Bazaar, Dimapur. 

It may be mentioned 
here that an FIR was 
lodged on December 4, 
2017,

at East Police Station, 
Dimapur, through the of-
fice of the Development 
Authority of Nagaland 
(DAN), stating that its sec-
retary namely Imtilepden 
Pongener was abducted by 

unidentified miscreants 
on December 3, 2017, in 
the presence of his wife 
and family members. It 
was also stated that the 
miscreants forcibly took 
away cash amounting INR 
1,10,000 and fiver mobile 
phones. 

A press release issued 
by the additional com-
missioner of police and 
PRO stated that two more 
persons involving in the 
case were still absconding. 
It stated that efforts are un-
derway to arrest them at 
the earliest. Police report 
stated that charge sheet 
against the four accused 
has been submitted on 
May 11 last to the court in 
Dimapur.

Dimapur, June 8 (EMN): Chairperson 
of the National Commission for Women 
(NCW), Rekha Sharma, along with coun-
sellor, Neha Mahajan, visited Nagaland 
on June 8. The organisation press release 
informed that the national officials had 
visited the district Jail in Dimapur and 
interacted with the female inmates.

They were accompanied by the state 
team headed by the chairperson of Na-
galand State Commission Women, Dr. 

Temsula Ao, social welfare officials, NGO 
representatives from Sophia Foundation, 
advocate providing legal aid to female 
inmates etc. 

It was followed by a meeting with the 
police officials headed by Renchamo P 
Kikon, DG (Prison), in which it deliber-
ated on the challenges of the women pris-
oners and also women police personnel. 
NCW chairperson is scheduled to meet 
the state governor, PB Acharya, on June 9.

Dimapur, June 8 (EMN): 
Nagaland has decided to 
launch the Intensified Di-
arrhoea Control Fortnight 
(IDCF) beginning from 
June 12 to 24.

The decision to launch 
the campaign was held on 
June 8 in the office of the 
CMO, Dimapur, on June 
8. During the meeting, Dr. 
Rebecca, DPO (UIP-RCH) 
re-oriented the members 
about the upcoming IDCF 
campaign, which would 
be commencing from June 
12 to 24. She maintained 
that the main objective of 
the campaign was to at-
tain ‘zero’ deaths of a child 
due to diarrhoea. The tar-
get beneficiaries included 
children below 5 years of 
age, she added.

Speaking about the 
weekly activities to be 
carried out during the 
campaign, she said that 
it would focus to improve 
the availability and use of 
Oral Rehydration Solution 
(ORS) and zinc. She was of 
the view that such focus 
would help managed the 
case of dehydration and 
control diarrhoea. 

It was informed that 
ORS packets would be dis-
tributed to all families with 
children below 5 years of 
age and convey the key 
messages to the families 
at the same time, she said. 

Dimapur, June 8 (EMN): 
Nchen village council 
(NVC) has strongly con-
demned the “gruesome 
cold blooded murder” 
of three youths namely 
Tateutiu Neume, son of 
Agie of Nchen village from 
Peren; Tia Sangtam, son of 
Tangthseju from Kiphire 
district; and Hori Teron 
from Karbi Anglong on 
June 4 at Golaghat road, 
Dimapur.

The village council 
press release issued by its 
chairman, Tiaklak, stated 

that such acts of lawless 
killings should be con-
demned by all.

Meanwhile, the coun-
cil has appreciated the 
government machinery 
for its prompt action by 
constituting a special in-
vestigating team headed 
by the additional deputy 
commissioner of police 
(Crime) to probe into the 
case. The council has ap-
pealed to the law enforc-
ing agency to not to leave 
any stone unturned in 
their effort to arrest the ab-

sconding perpetrators and 
to award befitting punish-
ment as per the law.

Further, the council 
has requested the Karbi 
community to arrest the 
culprits within seven days 
and hand over to the con-
cerned authority, failing 
which it has warned to take 
its own course of action. 

Meanwhile, the Zeme 
Students’ Union Nagaland 
(ZSUN) has also strongly 
condemned the murder 
of Tateutui Newme along 
with two others on 4 June.

The union has urged 
upon the Naga society 
to condemn such inhu-
man act of barbarity ir-
respective of one’s own 
tribe, caste or creed. It also 
urged upon the concerned 
authority to expedite the 
investigation and award 
befitting punishment to 
the culprits involved in the 
incident.

The union has further 
conveyed condolence to 
the bereaved families and 
prayed for the departed 
souls to rest in peace.

mission director, also reit-
erated on the need for con-
tinuum of care for chronic 
NCD diseases besides the 
RMNCH+A services. He 
also urged all the officials 
present on the occasion to 
support the initiative for 
successful implementa-
tion of HWCs. 

The workshop was 

conducted by the depart-
ment of health and family 
welfare in collaboration 
with developmental part-
ner ‘Jhpiego’ - a non profit 
global health leader affili-
ated with the Johns Hop-
kins University that works 
towards saving lives, im-
proving health and trans-
forming futures. 

Through the work-
shop, state aims to roll out 
comprehensive primary 
health care (CPHC) serv-
ices through up-gradation 
of existing health facili-
ties into HWCs across the 
state.

In the first phase of 
implementation the state 
government would be up-

grading 56 sub-centres 
to health and wellness 
centres (HWCs). Besides, 
Government of India has 
selected two PHCs in 
Kiphire among other 115 
districts in the country to 
be activated as HWCs. The 
department press release 
stated that all the five ur-
ban PHCs would also be 

upgraded to HWCs in the 
state.

The workshop touched 
upon the key elements of 
CPHC and HWCs in en-
suring continuum of care; 
providing an expanded 
service delivery; expand-
ing diagnostics and new 
technologies; promoting 
health through commu-
nity mobilisation; creat-
ing robust IT systems and 
partnering for knowledge. 

It added that these cen-
tres would be equipped 
with a specialised team 
including a specially quali-
fied mid–level provider 
and other health workers, 
who would be trained with 
additional multiple skills 
for efficient healthcare de-
livery. The mid-level pro-
viders would be trained 
through a six - month 
bridge course developed 
by IGNOU.

Meanwhile, senior 
programme officials from 
the state have expressed 
gratitude to Jhpiego for 
extending their technical 
support in operationalisa-
tion of HWCs and roll out 
of bridge programme in 
the state.

Health workers sensitised on ‘Lakqshya’

Resource persons and participants at the orientation workshop, which was conducted based on ‘Laqshya,’ at the Tuensang District Hospital 
on June 5. 

Dimapur, June 8 (EMN):  
A one-day district level 
orientation on Laqshya- 
improving quality of care 
in labour room, and Dak-
shata was conducted on 
June 5 in the conference 
hall of the District Hospi-
tal, Tuensang. 

The workshop was 

conducted with the main 
objective to improve the 
quality of healthcare in the 
labour room and mater-
nity operation theatre (OT) 
in order to reduce prevent-
able maternal and new-
born mortality, morbidity 
and stillbirth and ensure 
respectful maternity care. 

The resource persons 
were Dr. A Yanrenthung 
Jami, O&G specialist from 
District Hospital Tuen-
sang; and Angelina Jungi, 
DPM (quality assurance). 

In a joint statement, 
the media officer, Kupje 
Buchem, and the chief 
medical officer, Dr. T Pan-

gjung Sangtam, stated that 
the workshop was attend-
ed by Dr. Thungchanbeni 
Patton, DIO (RCH & UIP); 
Dr. I Maotemjen, MS; Dr. 
Tochi, pathologist, DPM, 
BPM Tsg Sadar; along with 
the nursing in-charge of 
labour room and OT and 
nurses from various wards.
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PB Acharya and Asano Sekhose, seated centre, with HSLC toppers during the award presentation ceremony at the Raj 
Bhavan in Kohima on Friday.

Temjen Imna Along and members of the ANCSU at the minister’s official residence in 
Kohima on June 7.

Dimapur, June 8 (EMN): An 
activist group in Nagaland has 
informed about a decision to 
approach the Central Informa-
tion Commission (CIC) at New 
Delhi allegedly ‘for denial of 
information’ by the government 
of Nagaland about the facilities 
provided to non-legislators who 
are recently appointed in the 
rank of cabinet ministers and 
ministers of state. 

The organisation, the Naga-
land Public Rights Awareness 
and Action Forum (NPRAAF) 
issued a statement stating that 
it shall also be seeking informa-
tion about the provisions of law 
through which the appoint-
ments were made. A press release 
received here on Friday from the 
information and publicity wing 
of the forum informed that the 
decision was taken during its ex-
ecutive council meeting on June 
8 in Dimapur.

The press release stated: 
“NPRAAF president  filed an RTI 
on 7th May 2018, in the chief sec-
retary office seeking information 
under RTI Act of 2005 affixing 
requisite stamp seeking informa-
tion on the facilities provided to 
the 13 non-legislators appointed 
in the rank of cabinet ministers 
and ministers of state so as to 
know if the facilities provided to 
the 13 (thirteen) PDA members 
falls within the purview of sec 21 
IPC and whether the appoint-
ment outwitted Article 164 (1A) 
which was inserted in the con-
stitution on the recommenda-
tion on National commission for 
review of working of constitution 
headed by former chief justice 
of India, MN Venkatachaliah on 
misuse and drainage of public 
money to put a ban on over-sized 
cabinet.” 

The forum stated that the 
NPRAAF was informed by the 
chief secretary’s office that, the 
RTI application was forwarded 
to cabinet secretariat on May 8. 
However, ‘no information was 
received from both ends after 
enactment of RTI Act, 2005 Right 

to information is more than a 
constitutional right is a statuary 
legal right.’

Pointing out that before the 
enactment of RTI Act, 2005, RTI 
was part of Article 19(1) (a) of 
constitution of India (freedom of 
speech and expression), which 
is the Fundamental Right, the 
NPRAAF said therefore denial 
of information is denial of Fun-
damental Right and violation of 
statuary legal right to a citizen 
which is liable under law.

The NPRAAF also mentioned 
that the forum has asked the 
state government to furnish the 
said information to initiate any 
legal course of action for the ille-
gal appointments in accordance 
to the RTI response. However, the 
same was denied. 

Meanwhile, the NPRAAF 
also informed the department 
of Land Resource, PHE and Ru-
ral Development not to further 
delay the information sought by 
the forum on May 7, as the man-
datory period of one month for 
RTI reply ends on June 7. Failing 
to furnish the information, the 
forum has cautioned that the 
matter will be taken up to CIC 
Delhi.

The NPRAAF also stated that 
the decision to bypass the first 
Appellate Authority and State 
information Commission (SIC) 
Office was because the forum 
has no confidence in it. 

The NPRAAF is stated to 
have approached the State In-
formation Commission (SIC) 
on May 24 20016 after the Home 
department denied informa-
tion on High Power Committee 
(HPC) report headed by Justice  
HK Sema, Supreme Court judge 
(Rtd). However, it said the infor-
mation was denied on various 
pretext of law. For the stated rea-
son, the forum informed that it 
has decided not to approach SIC 
anymore on denial of informa-
tion but approach the CIC Delhi 
as authorized in the section 18 
(1) ,  under the provision of RTI 
Act 2005.

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, June 8 (EMN): Gov-
ernor PB Acharya said the cur-
riculum of the Nagaland Board 
of School Education (NBSE) is 
in consonance with the core 
curriculum of the country; 
therefore, students of Nagaland 
do not have any handicap to 
compete with others.

Speaking at a meritorious 
award ceremony on June 8 at 
the Raj Bhavan in Kohima, felic-
itating toppers and rank hold-
ers of HSLC and HSSLC 2018, 
the governor has expressed 
pride that the girl-students 
have outshone the boys in the 
board exams this year as well.

 “In many parts of the coun-
try the plight of the girl child in 
the field of education is in a sor-
ry state of affairs, which is why 
the Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has launched a project 
called ‘Beti Bachao Beti Padhao’ 
to uplift the girl child. But in Na-
galand, I see a good and better 
future and it is because Nagas 
treat all equally, whether girls or 
boys,” Acharya stated.

Congratulating the student-
achievers for bringing laurels to 
their families, schools and the 
society, he exhorted them that 
their empowerment should 

bling state of the government 
schools was ‘our own doing’ as 
academic achievements are not 
being wholly reflected in ‘our 
service’ to the people. He un-
derscored that development of 
one’s society, state and country 
should be the foremost goal of 
every person.

The awards that were given 
out on the occasion included 
Governor’s Awards to HSLC and 
HSSLC toppers carrying a cash 
award of INR 25,000 each along 
with certificates; Governor’s 
Award to subject toppers in 
MILs and skill education sub-
jects carrying INR 2000 in cash 
and a gift each worth INR 1000; 
Dr. Neilhouzhü Kire Angami 
Award (one-time) to the HSLC 
topper carrying INR 1, 00, 000; 
and the NBSE Awards to top-
pers of HSLC and HSSLC carry-
ing INR 25,000 with certificates. 

During the programme, 
Acharya also held a brief open-
house interaction with the top-
pers. Short speeches were deliv-
ered by NBSE chairman Asano 
Sekhose, retired DGP Nagaland 
K Kire, principal secretary for 
School Education and SCERT 
Menukhol John and the toppers 
of HSLC and HSSLC science, 
arts and commerce streams. 

not end with their recent feat 
but that they should continue 
to achieve greater heights with 
perseverance.

“As you go further, the com-
petitions will get stiffer and 
only few will remain standing. 
Therefore, you must inculcate 
the right discipline in studies 
and also the right moral val-
ues,” the governor advised the 
students.

He also pointed out that 
the state was producing a ‘good 
number of educated students 
who are unemployable’ and 
the state government was un-

able to accommodate all the 
educated unemployed as it was 
oversaturated.

 “We must reconsider our 
priorities and reform the educa-
tion system to suit the chang-
ing situation,” Acharya said, 
while emphasizing the need to 
reorient the system to provide 
education coupled with skills 
empowerment. Towards this, 
he lauded the NBSE for having 
introduced skills subjects on 
information technology, travel 
and tourism, retail, healthcare 
services etc. He said the office of 
the Raj Bhavan has also, keep-

ing in mind the importance 
of skill development of stu-
dents and to encourage them 
to embrace dignity of labour, 
instituted awards in skill educa-
tion subjects as well as in Ma-
jor/Modern Indian Languages 
(MILs) this year.

“The self-centered nucleus 
family development should 
not be the goal of education 
especially the achievers and 
they should be the asset to the 
nation by creating wealth and 
making our country strong,” the 
governor said.

He asserted that the crum-

Dimapur, June 8 (EMN): Taking 
consideration of the appeal made 
by the All Nagaland College Stu-
dents’ Union (ANCSU), Minister 
for Higher & Technical Education 
Temjen Imna Along has assured 
to for arranging additional seats in 
the next session, in which he also 
betted on asking special quota for 
Nagaland towards the requirement 
of MBBS and BDS seats.

The minister is stated to have 
assured this during the meeting 
with ANCSU on June 7 at his official 
residence.

According to a press release 
received from the union secretaries 
on Friday, the minister explained 
the initiations of the department 
and the government in regard to 
the representation submitted by 
the ANCSU seeking additional seats 
for MBBS and BDS and assured for 
all possible initiations.

Taking strong exception in the 
past years where the department 
and government failed to meet the 

Dimapur, June 8 (EMN): 
The All Nagaland School 
Teachers Association of 
Peren unit has demanded 
the state government to 
immediately regularize the 
service of the 1166 adhoc 
teachers. 

A press release from 
the unit president and 
general secretary stated 
that the Education dept. 
is aware that the All Naga-
land Adhoc Teachers Group 
(ANATG) had fulfilled all 
the criteria, terms and con-
dition directed to them 
by undergoing required 
professional training, suit-
ability test conducted by 
the department on May 
20 2017, spot verification 

of documents on May 22 
2017. 

The unit expressed re-
sentment over the govern-
ment for not addressing 
and denying justice to the 
adhoc teachers who have 
been serving for 8-9 years 
with fixed pay.

The unit urged the state 
government to regularize 
the post of 1166 teachers of 
various categories without 
any further delay.

Meanwhile, the unit 
also extended its support to 
the ongoing agitation of the 
SSA teachers. It unit further 
appealed the government 
to find an amicable solu-
tion to fulfill the aggrieved 
teachers at the earliest.

needs of the aspiring MBBS and 
BDS students, the ANCSU apprised 
the minister in acquiring seat under 
NEC. 

The union members also high-
lighted the issues such as Kohima 
Science College land encroach-
ment, PMS scholarship and other 
related matters concerning the 
students’ community.

Keeping in view of accountabil-
ity and transparency, the minister 

highlighted some of the state gov-
ernment initiatives like implement-
ing biometric attendances for the 
staffs in colleges by this year and 
students in the following year, prop-
er drinking water facilities, library 
enhancement, encyclopedia access 
to all subjects, sponsorship of 50 
students by ALS for aspiring civil 
service candidates which are some 
of the government in-progress ini-
tiations for the students.

Govt. appointments: 
Org. to approach CIC 
for ‘denial of info’ 

‘Nagaland’s students capable of competing with others’

Edu. minister assures to arrange extra MBBS, BDS seats ANSTA of Peren 
demands regularization 
for adhoc teachers
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Our Correspondent 
Diphu, June 8 (EMN): Under the 
banner of All Assam Students Union 
(Aasu) , the Karbi Anglong District  
Committee (KADC) supported by 
various social organizations includ-
ing  students, youth, women and 
literary body from different govern-
ment schools of the town  took part 
in a protest rally against the contro-
versial Citizenship Amendment Bill, 
on June 8 Friday. The procession 
started from Diphu Club.

General secretary, Diphu Re-
gional Students Union (DRSU) of 
Aasu Shorjun Hanse said that the 

controversial Citizenship Amend-
ment bill 2016 should be withdrawn 
by the Central government. 

If the Cabinet committee of 
Meghalaya government could op-
pose the bill then why not As-
sam government, Hanse queried. 
He told to the state and Central 
government that Assam Accord 
should be implemented within 
time bound period. If the Assam 
Accord is implemented the Indig-
enous communities in Assam will 
get protection, he stated.   He also 
urged that the Indo-Bangla Border 
should be sealed as large number 

of illegal migrants are entering the 
state. A bilateral discussion between 
India and Banglandesh government 
should be held for deportation of 
illegal migrants to Banglandesh, he 
suggested.

Organisations like Karbi Stu-
dents Association (KSA) Simeon 
Rongphar, Karbi Women Justice 
Forum, Karbi Lammet Amei, Diphu 
Masjid Samaj, Tai Ahom Cultural 
Society, All Dimasa Students Union, 
All Assam Gorkha Students Union, 
Karbi Anglong, Mahila Samiti and 
Students Youth for Justice took part 
in the protest rally.

Guwahati, June 8 (PTI): Salma Hus-
sain, a 22-year-old lawyer in Assam, 
will join a team of young women, 
selected from across the world, 
for a peace-building initiative by a 
Washington-based institute.

Hussain, who recently com-
pleted her studies from NERIM Law 
College here, is the only Indian in 
the eight-member team chosen for 
the programme by Andi Leadership 
Institute for Young Women, a press 
release said here today.

The institute, established in 
honour of activist Andi Parham-
ovich, offers financial assistance to 
women who desire to work in the 
fields of politics, communications, 
and humanitarian action, it said.

Parhamovich was killed in Iraq 
in 2007 while working for National 
Democratic Institute, a non-prof-
it organization that works with 
partners in developing countries 
to “increase the effectiveness of 
democratic institutions”.

The foundation aims to bring 
diverse women together in an ef-
fort to bridge cultural divides and 
transform conflict through leader-
ship training - similar to what Andi 
aspired to do through her work in 
Iraq, the release said.

Under this programme, Salma 
Hussain, a resident of riverine vil-
lage Sontoli in Assam’s Kamrup 
(Rural) district, will undergo train-
ing in peace-building measures 

from August 5 to18 in Washington, 
DC.

During the course of training, 
she is likely to meet human rights 
workers to gather ideas for im-
plementing her dream project of 
adopting a village in Assam to make 
it an “abode of peace”, the release 
added.

In the past, too, Hussain had 
received awards and accolades for 
her welfare work.

The Assam News had accorded 
the title of “TAN Youth Icon” to Hus-
sain in 2016 for her contributions 
to the society. The National Foun-
dation of India bestowed “Youth 
Leadership” award on her last year, 
in recognition of her social work.

Itanagar, June 8 (PTI): 
Arunachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister Pema Khandu 
today launched the Aru-
nachal Rising Campaign 
here.

The campaign was 
launched with the objec-
tive to reach out to the 
people throughout the 
state targeting remote ar-
eas and make them aware 
of the government ini-
tiatives, policies and pro-
grammes.

I n f o r m a t i o n  a n d 
Public Relations Minis-

ter, Bamang Felix said the 
campaign will try to reach 
the remotest part of the 
state.

“The campaign, which 
is a part of the budget an-
nouncement, is the need 
of the hour as it will facili-
tate development process 
to reach the remotest part 
of the state and provide 
the much needed impe-
tus and fillip to the devel-
opment activities,” Felix 
said. He exuded hope that 
through the campaign, the 
channel of communica-

tion between government 
and public would be es-
tablished for the benefit of 
the people.

Special Secretary IPR 
Himanshu Gupta, while 
giving a brief on the Aru-
nachal Rising campaign 
informed that the cam-
paign aims at enhanc-
ing the dissemination of 
information on govern-
ment schemes and welfare 
measures at grass root 
through various media 
tools print, social me-
dia, audio- visual mode 

and other innovative 
techniques to highlight 
positive works of the gov-
ernment, feedback serv-
ices covering all sections 
of people.

A web portal and mo-
bile apps www.arunachal-
monitoring.

com prepared by the 
department of Finance, 
Planning and Investment 
was also launched for sat-
ellite based monitoring 
and geo-tagging of devel-
opmental projects in the 
state. 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, June 8 (EMN): Two mu-
nicipal bodies from two north-
eastern states were awarded for 
their performances in explor-
ing and reinventing Solid waste 
management (SWM) systems in 
the country. The two municipal 
bodies are Gangtok Municipal 
Corporation (GMC) of Sikkim and 
Imphal Municipal Council (IMC) 
of Manipur. 

The Leaves Awards were con-
ferred by New Delhi based NGO 
Centre for Science and Environ-
ment (CSE) based on the findings 
of the assessment report (2017-18) 
of the performance of 26 forum 
cities in national capital on June 7.

The parameters included seg-
regation at source, collection, 
transportation, waste processing, 
adoption of decentralised systems, 
the inclusion of informal sector 
and the enforcement of SWM bye-
laws and Plastic Waste Manage-
ment Rules, 2016.

GMC received the Three 
Leaves Award as 14 out of the 17 
wards in Gangtok have a high seg-
regation percentage. About 90 per 
cent of the commercial establish-
ments such as shops etc. segregate 
waste at source. Fourteen wards 
are covered under door-to-door 
collection. About 23 tonnes of 
wet waste is treated daily, 510 
households in Arithang, a ward in 
Gangtok are treating wet waste via 
composting.

While, IMC got the Two Leave 
Award as only 2 wards are segre-
gating at source. Door-to-door 

collection is outsourced to a lo-
cal NGO notified by IMC. All the 
wards are covered under door 
to door collection where waste 
is collected from households, 
commercial and institutional es-
tablishments and bulk generators 
and have 100 per cent collection 
efficiency.

About 52 tonnes of wet waste 
is treated via pit composting and 
the compost produced is being 
outsourced to a local agro-based 
While about 63 per cent of dry 
waste is being stored in the storage 
facility at Lamdeng.

Both the cities-Gangtok and 
Imphal are yet to adopt the bye-
laws as per Solid Waste Manage-
ment Rules, 2016. However, Gang-
tok is enforcing some of the major 
provisions of the rule.

Vengurla, Maharashtra, re-
ceived the highest Five Leaves 
Awards among all the forum cities 
with less than 0.1 million resi-
dents.

It may mentioned that 26 mu-
nicipalities (including GMC and 
IMC) of small Indian cities with 
less than 0.1 million residents, 
representing 14 States under the 
initiative of CSE launched ‘Forum 
of Cities that Segregate’ to share 
knowledge on SWM initiative that 
could provide needed impetus 
to the campaign, giving capacity 
building, tracking process of work 
and documentation practices on 
December 12, 2017. Also, they have 
pledged to achieve the target of 100 
per cent segregation and fulfil the 
vision of clean India by 2019.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, June 8 (EMN): Free distri-
bution of various welfare schemes 
were held at the office of District 
welfare society, Diphu on June 8 
Friday.

Various women SHGs, NGOs 
and individuals from district social 
welfare office availed the schemes. 

Executive member (EM) for 
Social welfare and ICDs, Karbi 
Anglong Autonomous Council 
(KAAC) Kache Rongpipi distributed 
the welfare schemes to the benefi-
ciaries.

Distributing the schemes to 
beneficiaries, EM Rongpipi said 
that the present BJP led Central 
government has launched various 
welfare schemes for the empower-
ment of women in the country. She 
said that women as responsible 
citizens should play a vital role for 
social development through own 
source of economic activities by 
making use of the schemes judi-
ciously. 

Speaking on self entrepreneur-
ship, EM Rongpipi told piggery is 
one of the mostprofitable income 
and women SHGs can start doing 
it. “We have to develop our family 
and change our living standards 
as women have great responsibili-
ties in looking after the welfare of a 
family,” said EM Rongpipi.

Also, Rongpipi announced 
that in order to improves the skill 
of knitting, cutting , tailoring and 
embroidery, training centre in two 
places - Bokajan and Hamren in 
west Karbi Anglong district  would 
be set within this year.

During the function 26 NGOs 
received cheque with an amount 
of INR 36,000, 31 SHGs have re-
ceived cotton yarn and each SHG 
received 5 bundles of cotton yarn. 
While 20 trainees who completed 
the cutting and tailoring course 
and another 16 women in knitting 
from the district social welfare 
were given sewing and knitting 
machines respectively. 

Shillong, June 8 (PTI): The Meghalaya 
Cabinet today approved the proposal 
for pay revision of over 7,000 teachers 
of deficit schools and deficit colleges in 
the state.

“The cabinet has decided to extend 
Fifth Pay Commission benefits to the 
deficit teachers of Meghalaya with ef-
fect from January 1, 2017 which will be 
effective from next month. The arrears 
for the teachers will be cleared in four 
installments,” Chief Minister Conrad K 
Sangma, who chaired the cabinet meet-
ing, said.

Education Minister L Rymbui said Rs 
126 crore will be required for clearing the 

arrears of the teachers and an additional 
Rs 84 crore is required to implement the 
revision. He said prior to the pay revision, 
the government was spending Rs 278 
crore per annum and with the pay revi-
sion in place, the government will have to 
spend Rs 362 crore annually.

In all, there is a total of 7380 teachers 
in 2,194 schools and 15 colleges apart 
from the staffs (281) at these colleges, the 
minister said.

Last year, the state government had 
decided to implement pay revision for 
its employees with effect retrospectively 
from January 1, 2017 and the revised sal-
ary was paid from December last.

Tezpur, June 8 (PTI): Two poachers 
were arrested while they were trying 
to enter the sixth addition of the Ka-
ziranga National Park’s north range 
in Biswanath district, a forest official 
said.

Acting on a tip-off, a joint opera-

tion was launched by forest personnel 
and police in the northern range of the 
Park on Wednesday and nabbed the 
duo while they were trying to enter the 
sixth addition in a car for poaching a 
rhino, Range Officer Pranjal Barua said 
yesterday.

Dimapur, June 8 (EMN): 
Meghalaya Chief Minister 
Conrad K. Sangma has asked 
a delegation of Asian De-
velopment Bank (ADB) to 
collaborate with Universi-
ties and Institutes to start 
Japanese language course 
and skill oriented training for 
the youth of the state, which 
can generate international 
employment opportunities. 
This was stated in a press 
note issued by the CMO 

Meghalaya on June 8. 
During the deliberation 

with a business delegation 
from Japan, which was led 
by ADB, the chief minister 
is said to have spoken at 
length on the potentials and 
strength of the youth of the 
state. The delegation had 
proposed for skill based em-
ployment opportunities in 
Japan, it stated.

Additional Chief Sec-
retary M.S. Rao apprised 

that the government has 
envisaged a project to train 
30,000 youth for different 
skill oriented training to suit 
the need for international 
placements.

The release mentioned 
that the delegation as per 
the demand of industries in 
Japan, would identify train-
ings in Meghalaya.

 “The cultural similarities 
and rich human resources of 
the State would be to the ad-

vantage of Japan, which will 
boost employment oppor-
tunities,” the Chief Minister 
told the delegation, while 
assuring all cooperation and 
support from the State Gov-
ernment to fructify scope for 
international employment 
opportunities for the youth.

The chief minister is also 
said to have suggested on 
cooperation and business 
development opportunities 
in sectors like agriculture, 

horticulture, food process-
ing, sports, tourism and 
health.

Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) officials was led by 
Vikram Harsha Annamraju, 
Yoshinobu Tatewaki, Fook 
Yen Chong and officials from 
different organisation from 
Japan led by Naohito Sugiura 
of Cooperative Association 
Tokyo Cooperation Business 
Centre, Senga Yoshihiko of 
Ooyakensetsu.

Mirror Crossword 1843sud0ku 1683
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1842

ACROSS
1. Urgency
6. Creative works
10. Naked
14. Utilizers
15. Not long now
16. Arabian gulf
17. Deceive
18. Lifted and threw
19. Bumpkin
20. Bandana
22. Symbol
24. Type separation
25. Covered with short stiff hairs
26. Caution
29. Observed
30. Prince of Midian
31. Becomes firm in shape
37. Like an old woman
39. Canine
40. Marsh plant
41. Star-gazing tools
44. Brown, grizzly or polar
45. “Dear ____” starts a letter
46. Public procession
48. Variables having only magnitude
52. Native tribe
53. Mixtures of 2 or more metals
54. Certain minute multicellular 

aquatic organisms
58. Negative cheers
59. Wading bird
61. Papal court
62. Being
63. Exhort
64. Maturing
65. Towards the back
66. Dense aggregation
67. City in England 

DOWN
1. Tom Sawyer’s friend
2. Tennis legend Arthur ____

3. Fortune teller
4. Traceable
5. Biblical queen
6. Pale or sickly-looking
7. Covers a house
8. “Mazel ___” = congratulations
9. Smiled derisively
10. Hurtful remarks
11. Grown up
12. One who resists 
13. Hostile person or group
21. Angers
23. Short skirts

25. Pale sandy color
26. Ship
27. Sea eagle
28. German for “Because” or 

“Since”
29. Spills over
32. Smells
33. Medicine that reduces a fever
34. Concept or notion
35. Mild exclamation
36. Withered
38. Academic composition
42. Plume thistles

43. Stain or blemish
47. Belonging to an apex, tip or 

summit
48. Sword
49. Near
50. Shad fish
51. Vanquished
52. Tubes
54. Sets up a swindle
55. Great Lake
56. Tough outer layer of a fruit
57. Droops
60. Undergarment

solutions to suD0ku 1682

students of kA protest 
Citizenship Amendment Bill

Assam woman selected for peace-building programme in US

Khandu launches ‘Arunachal Rising Campaign’

Municipal bodies of 
Imphal and Gangtok 
receive ‘Leaves Awards’

Welfare society of Diphu 
distributes free welfare schemes

Pay revision for Meghalaya’s 
deficit school, college teachers

Two poachers arrested in Assam

Meghalaya CM meets officials of ADB from Japan
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Naveen Verma pays 
courtesy visit to BPO 
centre in Kohima

Urban minister inspects construction sites in Dmr Youth advisor 
launches village 
adoption prog.

Dimapur, June 8 (eMN): The 
Department of North East 
Region (DoNER) Secretary 
Naveen Verma paid a cour-
tesy visit to the BPO centre 
June 8 at IT&C new directo-
rate building, Thizama road 
in Kohima. Update received 
from DIPR on Friday in-
formed.

During an interaction, 

the Verma lauded the com-
missioner and secretary of 
IT&C and the department 
for setting up a BPO cen-
tre as well as the upcoming 
Software Technology Park 
of India (STPI) at the new 
directorate building.  He 
requested the department 
of Information Technology 
and Communication to en-

Dimapur, June 8 (eMN): 
The secretary of the Depart-
ment of North East Region 
(DoNER), NaveenVerma and 
secretary of North Eastern 
Council (NEC), Ram Muivah 
had a review meeting with 
various departments at the 
Secretariat conference hall 
in Kohima on June 8.

The meeting chaired by 
Chief Secretary Temjen Toy 
reviewed the NEC funded 
projects including the on-
going and those projects 
which have been delayed for 
two years since the sched-
uled date of completion.

S e c r e t a r y  D o N E R 
Naveen Verma at the meet-
ing suggested that a brand-
ed honey from Nagaland 
should be out in the market 

through the Nagaland Honey 
Mission so as to promote the 
indigenous produce which is 
in abundance in the State.

Verma requested the de-
partments to submit the 
detailed reports to the con-
cerned authority at the stip-
ulated time frame given to 
them. He also directed and 
encouraged the department 
to use the funds efficiently 
and target to bring sustain-
able development through 
the projects in the State. He 
also stated that the on-going 
liabilities projects which are 
not in the guideline will be 
discontinued.

Head of departments 
discussed the status of 
the on-going projects and 
shared their views, griev-

sure that the upcoming IT 
infrastructures and the SPTI 
facilities reach the common 
masses and emphasis be 
given to the upcoming en-
trepreneurs for “Startups” 
as Nagaland has the poten-
tial to become a productive 
state.

The secretary urged the 
department and the BPO 
employees to contribute 
innovative ideas as it is im-
portant for a society to grow, 
improve standard of living 
and provide people with bet-
ter opportunities in life.

Verma also advised that 
the National Information 
Infrastructure (NII), com-
missioned in Peren district, 
should be made usable by 
the common people re-
minding that Information 
Technology is the only sector 
that can bridge the gap in 
remote areas.

Commissioner-secre-
tary of IT&C, KD Vizo in his 
opening remark highlighted 
the initiatives of the depart-
ment and sought coopera-
tion from the ministry and 
assured of the department’s 
commitment to make the 
state the next IT hub in 
Southeast Asia.  

Dimapur, June 8 (eMN): Min-
ister for Urban Development, 
Municipal affairs and Taxes, 
Metsubo Jamir along with de-
partment officials and Dimapur 
district administration inspect-
ed the on-going construction 
BPL building at Burma camp 
and Hazi Park shopping com-
plex on June 8. 

Jamir stressed the need for 
timely completion of the build-
ings for the benefit of the citi-
zens. Update received on Friday 
informed.

The minister also inspected 
Purana Bazaar Dhansari Bridge, 
DMC dumping zone and Cir-
cular Road. He instructed the 
department officials to clear the 
clogged drainages at Circular 
Road and clear the spilled over 
waste at the dumping ground 
at the earliest.

Dimapur, June 8 (eMN): Advisor 
for Youth Resources & Sports, 
Zale Neikha has launched a 
village adoption programme at 
Kezo Basa on June 5. The pro-
gramme was introduced under 
District Planing & Development 
Board (DPDB) Kohima.

Speaking at the launch 
programme, the advisor high-
lighted the concept and vision 
of the programme under DPDB 
Kohima. He requested both the 
village adoption committee 
(VAC) members and Kezo Basa 
community to work in unity 
in all front for the project and 
activities. He also assured to 
extend his support.

Doner reviews NEC projects 
ances and challenges faced 
by them to implement and 
complete the projects at the 
scheduled date. The meeting 
also deliberated on the exe-
cution of schemes and status 
in the utilization of funds in 
various departments.

Naveen Verma addressing officials of the IT&C department and BPO 
employees during his visit to the centre.

Metsubo Jamir inspecting a construction site in Dimapur.
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DAILY

PATH
Standing in the crowded store aisle, I struggled to find the perfect Father’s Day card. Although 

we had reconciled after years of a strained connection, I had never felt close to my dad.
The woman next to me groaned and shoved the card she’d been reading back into the 

display. “Why can’t they make cards for people who don’t have good relationships with their 
fathers, but are trying to do the right thing?”

She stormed off before I could respond, so I prayed for her. Thanking God for affirming only He 
could be a perfect Father, I asked Him to strengthen my relationship with my dad.

I long for deeper intimacy with my heavenly Father too. I want David’s confidence in God’s con-
stant presence, power, and protection (Psalm 27:1–6).

When David cried out for help, he expected God’s answers (vv. 7–9). Though earthly parents 
could reject, abandon, or neglect their children, David declared God’s unconditional acceptance (v. 
10). He lived with assurance in the Lord’s goodness (vv. 11–13). Like most of us, David sometimes 
struggled, but the Holy Spirit helped him persevere in trust and dependence on the Lord (v. 14).

We will encounter difficult relationships on this side of eternity. But even when people fall short, 
fail us, or hurt us, we’re still completely loved and protected by the only Perfect Father.

Lord, thank You for being a Father we can always count on.

The Perfect Father
BIBLE READ:    PSALM 27
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
Though my father and mother forsake me, the 

Lord will receive me.   
~   Psalm 27:10

Today, Parents 
Need a Range 

of Skills  — 
Such as Lying 
and Cheating

T
he Chinese government re-
cently decided that all sper-
matozoa donated to Beijing's 
main sperm bank must be 

loyal to the communist party.
Good idea! But how do you check? 

You can't interview them.
Sperm bank staff make it clear that 

sperm donors must be card-carrying 
party members with Correct Political 
Attitudes, which means atheists who 
"love the party". This will prevent fer-
tilised eggs growing into offspring with 
Dangerously Wrong Ideas, such as 
"maybe the world is not actually on the 
cusp of being taken over by the glori-
ous rising sun of Communism".

There are similar concerns around 
the world. If a gay couple from the 
United States wants a baby carried by 
a surrogate mother in Asia, the Medi-
cal Tourism Corporation promises to 
scour India to try to find one of a par-
ticular belief group, so they can make 
sure the initial cells of their child-to-
be are Jewish or atheist or whatever 
— but the company points out that 
most available mothers are Hindu or 
Muslim.

Yet maybe the main culture of the 
next generation will be something else 
altogether. A baby in the UK recently 
spoke his first word, the Caters News 
Agency reported. Instead of "mama" or 
"dada", little Joe Brady said "Alexa".

May be "digital assistant" gadgets 
like Alexa will take over all parental du-
ties? Fine with me. They can raise the 
kids until they are old enough to un-
derstand vital commands such as "Go 
get me a beer."

Parents are becoming more flex-
ible. Several news sites recently carried 
the story of a mother who asked a tat-
tooist to permanently write the name 
of her son Kevin on her arm. The tat-
tooist misspelled it as "Kelvin". So Jo-
hanna Sandstrom of Sweden changed 
her child's name to Kelvin to match her 
tat.

People criticised her for this. But 
raising children is all about thinking on 
your feet, plus, of course: Bribery, cor-
ruption, cheating and lying.

Here are two Evil Dad Tricks that 
worked for this columnist: 1) Tell your 
children that the display of choco-
late next to the supermarket checkout 
queue is special "dogs only" candy. 2) 
Instead of buying expensive tickets to 
the aquarium, show the children the 
fish display in the window of your lo-
cal fishmonger shop and say: "Shh! 
They're sleeping." 

Oh, you start off imagining that you 
are going to raise an angelic child who 
wears only natural fibres. Pretty soon, 
you're happy enough if you can keep 
the little monster from running naked 
out of the house. One father recently 
wrote on Twitter that he asked his six-
year-old son to get dressed for school 
and the boy snapped back: "OMG, why 
are you so obsessed with clothes?"

A TV presenter recently admitted 
that she and her husband sometimes 
travel first class in aircraft while putting 
their children in economy. First class 
should be "a huge treat that you have 
earned", explained Kirstie Allsopp of 
the UK. I like this idea. I wonder if her 
children live in a small hut in the yard 
of the family mansion, not having 
earned a house?

Meanwhile, non-parents should 
practise their acting skills by ordering 
a whole fish whenever they are dining 
with children. "Shh! It's sleeping."

(Nury Vittachi is an Asia-based  
frequent traveller. Send comments and 

suggestions via his  Facebook page)

Nury Vittachi | IANS

God—the Perfect Father—will never let us down, leave us, or stop loving us.

Brain Tumour No Longer Scary — Doctors

Novel Blood Test to Identify Premature Birth

Thyroid Dysfunction in Pregnancy Linked to Diabetes Risk

Unlike the widespread defeatist per-
ception about brain tumour, many 
patients of the disease can be cured 
with current advances in technology 

and early detection, doctors said on the World 
Brain Tumour Day on Friday.

"With the advent of modern technology 
and advanced surgical modalities, brain tu-
mour is no longer as scary as it used to be a few 
years ago. If  the cases are detected early, then 
90 per cent of benign brain tumours are cur-
able," said Rahul Gupta, Senior Brain, Spine 
and Endovascular Surgeon at Fortis Escorts 
Heart Institute, New Delhi.

Speaking on one of the latest technol-
ogy advancements in brain tumour treatment, 
Gupta said Frameless Neuro Navigation Sys-

tems guides the surgeon to the surgical targets 
without the use of external frames and limits 
the size of skull opening for safely removing 
the tumour.

"Not all tumours are cancerous. There are 
two main types -- noncancerous (benign) and 
cancerous (malignant). These are graded de-
pending on how fast they grow and what are 
the chances of it growing back," said Mukesh 
Pandey, Senior Consultant, Neuro and Spine 
Surgery, Fortis Hospital, New Delhi.

Doctors advise regular screening as early 
detection and treatment will help in prevention 
of complications.

"Timely diagnosis and treatment is very 
important in deciding the outcome. The most 
common symptom is headache which is typi-

cally early in the morning and it may be associ-
ated with repeated vomiting," said Rohit Ban-
sil, Senior Neurosurgeon, BLK Superspeciality 
Hospital, New Delhi.

"Some patients may even have seizure or 
weakness of one side of the body or drowsi-
ness, depending on the location of the tumour. 
If  you notice such symptoms, you should im-
mediately see a neurosurgeon," he added.

The exact cause of brain tumour is still un-
known but there are some risk factors which 
may lead to brain tumour. These are old age, 
past history of the disease, family history and 
radiation including CT scans, X-rays and ra-
diotherapy, doctors said.

Shirish Hastak, Neurologist at Wockhardt 
Hospital, Mumbai said that apart from age and 

family history, there are other key factors that 
can put one at risk of brain tumour.

"Frequent use of cellphones may cause 
brain tumour. Preliminary investigations bring 
to light how the radio frequency energy from 
cell phones is capable of causing brain tu-
mours; however the results on this are incon-
sistent. Exposure to certain chemicals which 
are carcinogenic in nature can also increase the 
risk of brain cancer. People who are exposed 
to ionising radiation are highly prone to brain 
tumours," said Hastak.

In India, every year 40,000-50,000 persons 
are diagnosed with brain tumour, which is a 
life threatening medical condition caused by 
abnormal growth of brain cells. 

Source: IANS

Researchers have developed a 
new blood test for pregnant 
women that may detect wheth-
er their pregnancies will end in 

premature birth.
The technique can also be used to es-

timate a foetus's gestational age -- or the 
mother's due date -- as reliably as and less 
expensively than ultrasound, the research-
ers said.

"This work is the result of  a fantastic 
collaboration between researchers around 
the world," said co-author Stephen 
Quake, Professor at the Stanford Univer-
sity in US.

The findings, published in the journal 
Science, suggested that the tests could 
help reduce problems related to prema-
ture birth, which affects 15 million infants 
worldwide each year.

According to the researchers, until 
now, doctors have lacked a reliable way 
to predict whether pregnancies will end 
prematurely, and have struggled to accu-

rately predict delivery dates for all types 
of  pregnancies.

The tests measure the activity of  ma-
ternal, placental and foetal genes by as-
sessing maternal blood levels of  cell-free 
RNA, tiny bits of  the messenger molecule 
that carry the body's genetic instructions 
to its protein-making factories. 

For the study, the team used blood 
samples collected during pregnancy to 
identify which genes gave reliable signals 
about gestational age and prematurity 
risk.

The gestational-age test was devel-
oped by studying a cohort of  31 women 
who gave blood weekly throughout their 
full-term pregnancies. 

The scientists used blood samples 
from 21 of  them to build a statistical 
model, which identified nine cell-free 
RNAs produced by the placenta that 
predict gestational age, and validated the 
model using samples from the remaining 
10 women. 

The estimates of  gestational age given 
by the model were accurate about 45 per 
cent of  the time, which is comparable to 
48 per cent accuracy for first-trimester ul-
trasound estimates.

To figure out how to predict pre-term 
birth, the researchers used blood samples 
from 38 women who were at risk for pre-
mature delivery. 

These women each gave a blood sam-
ple during the second or third trimester of  
their pregnancies. Of this group, 13 deliv-
ered prematurely, and the remaining 25 
delivered at term.

The scientists found that levels of  
cell-free RNA from seven genes from the 
mother and the placenta could predict 
which pregnancies would end early.

The new tests however need to be 
validated in larger cohorts of  pregnant 
women before they can be made available 
for widespread use, the researchers said.

Source: IANS

Tonsil Removal in Childhood May Increase Asthma Risk

Removing tonsils and ade-
noids in childhood increas-
es the long-term risk of res-
piratory disorders such as 

asthma and influenza, as well as al-
lergic and infectious diseases, says a 
study of nearly 1.2 million children.

The researchers suggest renewed 
evaluation of alternatives to these 
common paediatric surgeries that 
include removal of tonsils (tonsil-
lectomy) to treat chronic tonsillitis 
or adenoids (adenoidectomy) to treat 
recurrent middle ear infections.

Tonsillectomy was associated 

with an almost tripled relative risk 
-- the risk for those who had the op-
eration compared with those who 
did not -- for diseases of the upper 
respiratory tract including asthma, 
influenza, pneumonia and chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disorder or 
COPD.

COPD is the umbrella term for 
diseases such as chronic bronchitis 
and emphysema. 

Adenoidectomy was found to 
be linked with a more than doubled 
relative risk of COPD and a nearly 
doubled relative risk of upper respi-

ratory tract diseases and conjunctivi-
tis, according to the results published 
in the Journal of the American Med-
ical Association Otolaryngology 
Head and Neck Surgery. 

"We calculated disease risks de-
pending on whether adenoids, ton-
sils or both were removed in the first 
9 years of life because this is when 
these tissues are most active in the 
developing immune system," said 
one of the study authors, Sean Byars 
from University of Melbourne in 
Australia.

The adenoids and tonsils act as a 

first line of defence, helping to recog-
nise airborne pathogens like bacteria 
and viruses, and begin the immune 
response to clear them from the body.

For the study, the team ana-
lysed a dataset from Denmark of  
1,189,061 children born between 
1979 and 1999, covering at least the 
first 10 years and up to 30 years of  
their life. 

Of the almost 1.2 million chil-
dren, 17,460 had adenoidectomies, 
11,830 tonsillectomy and 31,377 had 
adenotonsillectomies, where both 
tonsils and adenoids removed. The 

children were otherwise healthy.
The researchers noted that there 

will always be a need to remove ton-
sils and adenoids when those condi-
tions are severe.

"But our observed results that 
show increased risks for long-term 
diseases after surgery support delay-
ing tonsil and adenoid removal if  
possible, which could aid normal im-
mune system development in child-
hood and reduce these possible later-
life disease risks," Byars said.

Source: IANS

Vitamin D Rich Diet May Lower Cholesterol Level in Kids

Having vitamin D 
rich diet may help 
reduce the cho-
lesterol levels in 

children and have beneficial 
impact on other risk factors 
associated with cardiovascu-
lar diseases, suggests new re-
search.

Children with vitamin D 

level of  more than 80 nmol/l 
(nanomoles per litre) had lower 
low-density lipoprotein (LDL), 
or "bad" cholesterol levels than 
those whose vitamin levels 
were below 50 nmol/l, which 
is often regarded as a threshold 
value for vitamin D sufficiency, 
the study said. 

For the study, published in 

Journal of Clinical Endocrinol-
ogy and Metabolism, the re-
searchers from the University of  
Eastern Finland analysed data 
from nearly 500 children aged 
between 6 and 8 years.

The researchers added that 
vitamin D is known to be es-
sential for bone metabolism and 
its low serum levels increase the 
risk of rickets, osteomalacia and 
osteopenia.

Lifestyle factors, such as 
healthy diet, physical activ-
ity and spending time outdoors 
leading to the production of  
vitamin D in the skin may be 
linked to both higher serum vi-
tamin D levels and lower plas-
ma lipid levels, the study said.

Some of the important di-
etary sources of vitamin D are 
dairy products and spreads and 
fish. 

In addition to the dietary 
intake, vitamin D supplement 
use is also recommended for the 
general population in several 
countries.

Source: IANS

Negative Social Media 
Experiences Linked to Depression

Negative experiences on social me-
dia carry more weight than posi-
tive interactions when it comes 
to the likelihood of young adults 

reporting depressive symptoms, according 
to a new study.

The findings, published in the journal 
Depression and Anxiety, suggests that nega-
tive experiences on social media were asso-
ciated with depressive symptoms.

"We found that positive experiences on 
social media were not related or only very 
slightly linked to lower depressive symp-
toms. However, negative experiences were 
strongly and consistently associated with 
higher depressive symptoms," said lead au-
thor Brian Primack from the University of  
Pittsburg in the US.

For the study, the researchers surveyed 
1,179 full-time students aged between 18 to 
30 about their social media use and experi-
ences. 

The participants also completed a ques-
tionnaire to assess their depressive symp-
toms.

The researchers found that each 10 per 
cent increase in positive experiences on so-

cial media was associated with a four per 
cent decrease in odds of depressive symp-
toms, but those results were not statistically 
significant, meaning that the finding could 
be due to random chance.

However, each 10 per cent increase in 
negative experiences was associated with a 
20 per cent increase in the odds of depres-
sive symptoms, a statistically significant 
finding, the researcher said.

Other characteristics too were linked 
to the participants having depressive symp-
toms. For example, compared with men, 
women had 50 per cent higher odds of hav-
ing depressive symptoms, they added.

The researchers also said that while the 
findings still need to be replicated, public 
health practitioners could start using them 
to educate the public of the risks of negative 
social media interactions.

"Our findings may encourage people to 
pay closer attention to their online exchang-
es. Moving forward, these results could assist 
scientists in developing ways to intervene and 
counter the negative effects while strengthen-
ing the positive ones," Primack noted.

Source: IANS

Thyroid dysfunction during the first 
half of pregnancy may indicate an 
increased risk for gestational diabe-
tes -- a form of diabetes that is typi-

cally diagnosed during the second trimester.
High thyroid hormone levels during 

pregnancy is also tied to increased the risk 
of premature delivery. 

The researchers also warned that after 
birth, it may also cause the baby to develop 
conditions like hypoglycemia -- low blood 
sugar — which can be dangerous if  not 

treated correctly.
"Our study found that women with 

thyroid abnormalities in the first half of  
pregnancy are at an increased risk for ges-
tational diabetes, a common pregnancy 
complication that can cause short and 
long-term health problems for women and 
their children," said senior study author 
Cuilin Zhang of the National Institute of  
Child Health and Human Development in 
Rockville, part of the US National Insti-
tutes of Health.

In the study, published in the Journal 
of Clinical Endocrinology and Metabo-
lism, the team examined medical records 
of 107 women with gestational diabetes 
and 214 other pregnant women.

"These findings, in combination with 
previous evidence of thyroid-related ad-
verse pregnancy outcomes, support the 
benefits of thyroid screening among preg-
nant women in early to mid-pregnancy," 
Zhang explained.

Source: IANS
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M Imyu Longchar

Rajiandai Bariam 

Dinesh C Sharma | India Science Wire

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Generosity is one 
of your best qualities, Aries. You have the un-
canny ability to give without expecting any-
thing in return, and you gain a great deal of 

power and light from this generosity. With little effort, 
you could become one of those people who never ex-
pects things in return. You could become a “saint” in a 
very real way.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Every once in a 
while everyone must analyze his or her life. 
But you tend to be too pessimistic when 
you ponder yours. You get easily carried 

away, and you often exaggerate. Today, as you think 
about your life, try not to listen to that little voice in 
your head. Your life is far from being the way that you 
think it is.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You’ll have to 
use a cunning strategy today. The day will be 
tense and delicate. Some of your friends may 
try to put some pressure on you to obtain 

certain things. You’ll have to find a clever way to get 
out of this tight spot. You might consider using some 
of their own medicine on them. This way, Gemini, you 
could keep your freedom. Try it and see.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Today, Cancer, 
you’ll become quite introspective and reflect 
on your life. You probably heard some dis-
couraging news concerning someone close 

to you, and it could leave you feeling blue. You’ll find 
that you put a great deal of emotion into this relation-
ship. Don’t let this get you down. You need to react. Try to 
recharge your batteries so you can get your energy back.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Have your friends 
ever told you that you could be a great teach-
er? At home, you’re the one who’s talking all 
the time. You’re almost compelled to make 

others listen to you. Children are fascinated by your 
knowledge. Today, Leo, someone might not agree with 
you and upset you. You’ll learn that your lessons can 
lead to a conversation. Knowledge isn’t a one-way street.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You’ve been work-
ing hard lately and giving a lot of your energy 
to others, Virgo. Today you’re feeling tired. 
There will be tension in the air throughout 

the day. You may feel that certain people that you con-
sidered friends now disappoint you. Don’t get tangled 
up in their superficiality. It’s probably wise to put some 
distance between you and these people.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Today, Libra, you’ll 
undoubtedly ask yourself a lot of questions. 
You tend to be rather introverted, and you 
typically need a great deal of freedom. You’re 

usually an energetic person, but with the current as-
tral energy at play, you may feel lonely and doubtful of 
your abilities. Take time today to analyze your commit-
ments to others.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): You’ll be the 
savior of the day. Your wisdom and patience 
will be your best assets today, Scorpio. You’ll 
be of great help to those around you. You’ll 

counsel them and be able to guide them toward better 
days. All those who are lost in their personal problems 
just need someone like you. You’re their friend and they 
appreciate your generosity.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You 
shouldn’t work as hard as you do. You might 
have a lot of energy, but your body needs to 
rest from time to time. There is more to life 

than work. Try to schedule some time off to relax and 
recharge your batteries. You’ll need to be in the best of 
shape pretty soon. The action is just around the corner, 
and you’ll need all your capacities.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You’ll be lost 
in your thoughts today, Capricorn. The ce-
lestial atmosphere is right for enabling you 
to ponder a frustrating aspect of your life. 

Often your partner is far away from you, yet you need 
your sweetie beside you. This may well be the cause of 
a lot of tension in your life now. The time is right to talk 
to your partner about this situation and try to rectify it.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): People 
around you might have been expecting a bit 
more cooperation on your part. You could 
be nicer and more concerned about their 

needs. It seems that you’ve been ill-tempered recently. 
You like acting this way occasionally. Sometimes you 
act like a child who wants to play more. If you indulge 
this urge to play more often, you’ll be able to be more 
loving toward your entourage.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): If it were up to you, 
you’d rather stay in bed reading than confront 
the world. Deep inside, however, you know 
you need to socialize. You feel that you can’t 

be left out of society. But have you ever thought about 
finding someone who shares your tastes? You could read 
in bed with someone else and still have a lot of contact.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

W
hen Britishers established    their 
Administration over the Naga 
Hills,  Dobashi’s and  Gaon-
buras (G.B) were appointed to 

assist in their administration. At village level 
Gaonburas were appointed  to collect the an-
nual household tax and to carry out as  Gov-
ernment agents for all correspondence.

Whereas, the Dobashis were appointed as 
an interpreter to  translate the local dialect into  
Assamese, Hindi and vice versa. The term Do-
bashi is a derivation of Assamess  and Hindi 
word “DOU-BASHA” that is ,  one who could 
speak the two languages of  Assamess or Hindi 
and translated into local dialect.  And with the 
passage of time Dou-Basha changed  its form 
to “DOBASHI” and emerged a new vocabu-
lary. Dobashis  were appointed at Kohima, 
then the Headquarters of Naga hill district, lat-
er followed by more appointment at the  others 
Sub-Division Office like Wokha and  Mokokc-
hung. Initially, the duty of Dobashis were just 
to interpret, but gradually their duty became  
more functions both  civil and criminal cases 
and  the Administration of justice.

Initially, British Officers tried the cases  
when any disputes brought before them and 
Dobashis  interpreted the matter to the Offic-
ers, and decided the disputes.

The Britishers had  good experiences to deal 
with the local people and to run the administra-
tion of justice wherever they occupied any ter-
ritory. For example, Warrent Hasting Judicial 
Plan of 1772 in India, The English Judges had 
no acquaintance with native Indian language, 
habits, and personal laws of Hindus and Mus-
lims. The local customary laws of Hindus were 
written in Sanskrit and Muslim laws were writ-
ten in Arabic. Then, they  needed the assistant 
of the local people to run the administration of  
justice, so, they appointed the Pandits’ to inter-
pret the Hindu personal laws, and Kazis to in-
terpret the Muslim personal laws, which were 
is known as “ Native Law Officers”.

They applied the same idea/strategy while 
establishing   administration over the Naga 
Hill district. They appointed the interpreters to 
assist them  mainly to deal with the local af-
fairs. In the meantime Nagas  has no script nor 

written laws, but carry-out through verbally or 
orally and practices the Laws of customs, us-
ages and tradition from forefather’s. . Perhaps, 
this could be another factor which   compel the 
British administrators to appoint the interpret-
er’s  within  their  administrative  jurisdiction 
who were known as, ‘’DOBASHI. Later on, 
the Dobashi court was established for  better 
administration of justice.

The Dobashi court was not established 
through any Act,  but   out of necessity  and 
by convention.. For example, as per the record 
Dobashi court at Mokokchung was established 
in 1st June 1914. Whereas the Dobashi court 
of Kohima had been established much earlier. 
. Gradually, Dobashi service became  an influ-
ential and coveted one in the Administrative 
Service. Nowadays, this  court  is established 
at every District  Head quarters and its subordi-
nate Administrative Head quarters.      

The system of dispensation of civil and 
criminal justice in the Naga Hill district has 
been further streamlined and has empowered 
the Dobashi and Gaonbura by “Rule for Ad-
ministration Justice and Police in Naga Hills 
District  1937”. Which  has been amended by 
the State Government of Nagaland from time 
to time, i.e, first amendment in 1974, second 
amendment in 1983 and third amendment Act 
1984, fourth amendment Act 1987, and re-
ceived the assent of President of India on 4th 
March 1987 (better known as “ Nagaland Act 
No. 1.1987).

Dobashis are salaried Government employ-
ees,  it is  another designated service to wear 
uniform, a waist coat with two colours, red in 
front, black on the back with black- belt indi-
cating a special official person.  Beside a red 
blanket provided annually through the District 
Administrative authority. However, the  Goan-
buras in village level is not a salaried service, 
but as a Government agent, paid certain com-
mission on percentage basis out of the annual 
household tax collection as a remuneration and 
provided a red blanket annually by the District 
Administration authority. They are also al-
lowed to wear the same uniform  worn by the 
Dobashis. Besides, Goanbura’s are empowered 
in the village administration by the “Rule for 
Administration Justice and Police in Naga 
Hills District 1937.”They are part and parcel of  

village council. Their service is remain  as long 
as they are found deem fit. The village council 
members may come and go, but GBs may not, 
hence they become  another  Guardian of Cus-
tomary Law’s and Practice in the village level. 
Today, GBs are appointed even in the urban ar-
eas. Thus, G.Bs  have a very important role in 
the administration of grass root level. Now, the 
Government of Nagaland provides a welfare 
scheme for GBs vide Notification No.GAB-1/
COM/82/2004 Dated Kohima24th March  
2007.  

The functioning of the Dobashi court is 
headed by a head Dobashi, however, they have 
a higher post of Political Assistant (PA) to Dep-
uty Commissioner promoted from the post of  
Head Dobashi. Here the cases are conducted 
in summary trial manner. Cases are appealled 
from village level or can be appealled directly in 
this court by any aggrieved person or parties, it 
takes shorter period to deliver the verdict except 
in casess such as land disputes where the cases 
can be decided after verifying the spot  according 
to the  tradition, customary practices and usage.

Thus, trial of cases by the Dobashi court/
customary court take’s much shorter period 
and cheaper  in  comparison  with the court 
of Magistrate  and others higher court where 
so many legal formalities  are there  then tak-
ing more longer time with higher rate of cost. 
The decision of this court is subjected to higher 
Magistrate court,  if   the decision given by this 
court is not satisfactory, the aggrieved  party 
can appeal in the higher  courts. At present, 
District Dobashi court is equal in status with 
that of the second class magistrate court.

For example,  reference to Dobashi court at 
Mokokchung, a good remark of appreciation 
by Shri D.Pathak then Honourable Chief Jus-
tice of Guwahati High Court during his visit 
on 30-06-1982:

“The DB’s Court at Mokokchung was 
established on 1st June 1914. My visit to this 
court in the 30th June 1982 after a lapse of 68 
years is quite an experience. I  am very much 
impressed by the performance and trouble tak-
en by DB’s court for disposal of the disputes ac-
cording to the customary law prevailing among 
the people, having jurisdiction of this court. 
I expected the disposal of cases quicker and 
cheaper in this court, I am satisfied after going 

through some of the records that the perform-
ance is quite in order.”

Similar remarks of appreciation has beens 
also there by Shri Madan Lokur, Honourable 
Chief Justice Guwahati High Court during his 
visit on 07-12-2010.

“It has been a very pleasant experience vis-
iting Mokokchung District and the Dobashi 
customary court. I have learnt a lot from the 
officers about their customary law and its im-
plementation and enforcement. That the court 
has been functioning effectively since 1914 
speak volumes of its acceptance and credibil-
ity. Such courts should be encouraged because 
they render justice as the parties accept the 
vertices.”Perhaps, if  they could visit all the Dis-
trict Dobashi Court , they could find out more  
reality, the value and principle of the custom-
ary practices and usage of the Nagas.   

The institution of Dobashi Court is as cen-
tury old, even older than the Statehood of Na-
galand. Hence, while demanding Statehood, 
it included on the 16th points memorandum 
Sl.No.7:

No Act of law passed by Parliament af-
fecting the following provision shall have legal 
force in Nagaland unless especially applied to it 
by a majority of vote of Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly:-
(i) The religious or social practice of Nagas.
(ii) Naga Customary Law and Procedures.
(iii) Civil and criminal justice so far as these 

concern decision according to the Naga 
Customary Laws.

(iv) The ownership and   transfer of   land and 
its resource.

The above points were incorporated under 
Article 371 (A) of Indian Constitution while at-
tained the Statehood of Nagaland

Therefore, Dobashi court is the institution 
of the custody of Naga Customary Laws and 
usages. As per the customary practice no fe-
male is recruited in this service. Besides, this 
service is quite peculiar in comparison with 
others departmental services in the state. The 
posting and transfer has confined only within 
the respective district. The functioning of Do-
bashi service can be said an unique one, i.e. ,a 
three tier system. Their duty is to assist the civil 
administration, sometimes performs as a Police 
duty, and to act as a Jury, because, they are the 

members of judges in the Dobashi  court. So 
this customary court shows the symbol of a 
unique identity of Naga  social life. .

To preserves the sanctity of customary 
court, firstly it  depend  on the efficiency and 
responsibilities of the members of the Do-
bashis, where as they need  high integrity to 
its service. Secondly, it is important on the 
part of Government that recruitment should 
be strictly adhered to Dobashis service rule 
1970, Rule 7. (1)(2)(3) and should not  be in-
terfered in  by politics. Besides, facilities to be 
provides fully like travelling allowances,   ac-
commodation  of departmental quarter, etc 
and the pay and allowance should be enhanced  
better than the existing ones   by the coming 7 
ROP. On the other hand, they are one of the 
protector of Naga identities. For example, in 
the Indian judicial service the retirement or 
superannuation age of Supreme  Court   judge 
is 65 years, and High Court judge is 62 years. 
The idea of the higher the superannuation or 
retirement age the greater is that the  profes-
sionalism of the senior members is highly re-
quired to dispense public justice, because the 
seniors  have more expertise more learned and 
better versed. So it is also good and important 
to apply the same ideas and principle  equally 
to Dobashi’s service by enhancing the super-
annuation age and  not to be counted on the 
length of service .This would further signifys  
the important and value of the Naga tradi-
tional and the customary Law and practice.             

Nagas are comprised of different tribes 
having distinct culture, custom, tradition and 
dialect, and one tribe could not understand 
another tribe dialect and mostly communicate 
through  Nagamese or English. When, the ad-
ministrators posted to any district  whether a 
Naga or Non-Naga, except the officers belong 
to that District, he or she may not know the 
dialect, custom and tradition of that particular 
tribe or the locals of the posting place. Under 
such a circumstances Dobashi’s service is very 
necessary to assist the administrator to deal 
with the local affairs as well as relating to their 
custom, tradition and their habit.

Thus, Dobashis play an important role 
in the Preservation of customary Laws and 
Practices,and this service is  in-evitable to our 
Naga Social Life.

I
ndia was the global host for the re-
cently ended “World Environment 
Day Conference” under the theme 
#Beat Plastic Pollution at Vigyan 

Bhawan, New Delhi. The European 
Union which spearheaded in the fight 
against plastic was a special participant 
in the event.

In the World Economic Forum, it’s 
being said that by 2050, if  no action is 
taken, there will be more plastic than fish 
in the ocean. Plastic is a global threat and 
it’s non biodegrade waste- microplastics 
are entering our food chain threatening 
our health. It had taken up the scenic 
land spaces, and our sea and beaches are 
covered with littered plastics.

The burden of plastic waste cannot 
be lifted by one single country. It is a 
global and collective burden that invites 
engagement and initiatives at the level 
of policies, industry and the public. The 
forum was aimed at sharing expertise, 
experiences and policies in tackling the 
plastic menace. 

Plastic in itself  is not a curse as it had 
made our lives easier yet it is the misuse 
of it that haunts our planet. The use of  
single use plastics consisted of 50 per-
cent of the marine litter. The plastic litter 
that had become landfills is entering our 
water systems. Plastic ban is not the way 
forward. Yet there are ways to induce be-
havioral change through punitive meas-
ures by charging its use, and incentiviz-
ing industries or entrepreneurs to come 

up with reuse, recycle and development 
of better plastic. Extended Producer 
Responsibility presses the producer to 
make better products and designs with 
a longer product life. The European Un-
ion has adopted its plastic strategy for its 
member states. And they had made very 
visible progress in a short time through 
this multi-pronged strategy. 

EU as a result of their plastic strate-
gy had effectively banned plastic straws, 
cups, drink stirrers, cutleries and banned 
drinking bottles which lid and cap aren’t 
attached. They have an aim for a com-
pletely recyclable plastic or a circular 
economy by 2030. 

Many of the member states like 
Hungary or Spain showed interesting 
examples on how they’d come up with 

innovative and reusable plastic strate-
gies. Effective ways of collection of plas-
tic through community participation, 
and segregation of plastic from other 
waste through innovative technologies 
are shown. In another example, used 
plastics are no longer waste but a re-
source. Recycled plastics are mixed with 
sand to make a lighter, stronger and re-
cyclable concrete tiles. 

But one of the boldest and revo-
lutionary step comes from Bio-lutions 
company which represented the EU in-
dustry. Eduardo opened his speech with 
remark, “No more to plastic”. They’d 
found the solution to plastic. The com-
pany made containers out of plants like 
sugarcane leaves, tomato plants, and tur-
meric. Unlike plastic, the waste will go 

back to the soil as manures. Not only are 
they propagating sustainable product but 
also adds income to the farmers by buy-
ing their non revenue bi-products which 
otherwise are just stacks to be burned. 
Not only is their product bio-friendly but 
also economical and can compete on a 
price at particular with plastic. 

The public awareness had grown 
and in progressive states like France 
in which plastic pollution had evolved 
from a growing awareness to a top prior-
ity political issue. 

But there are many incentives for a 
more sustainable lifestyle and a circular 
economy where nothing is really thrown 
away. With the fact that plastics com-
posed of major litters in land and sea, 
our beaches covered with plastics, an ef-

fective plastic waste collection and man-
agement system would turn our streets 
and habitats cleaner and safer making 
our areas more potent for habitation and 
tourism. 

We are definitely making progress 
at the global level to address the issue 
as more and more public awareness 
and concern develops and the govern-
ments taking proactive initiatives and 
industries bringing new and innovative 
products. Plastic don’t have to be elimi-
nated from the face of the earth. But 
plastics and its use is to be reimagined 
in the framework of a circular economy. 
Plastics have to be reused and recycled. 
But at the same time, with considerable 
effort and thought, some had started to 
look beyond plastic. 

Quote:“Your best companion 
can turn to be your worst 
enemy”. The public usually 

tends to think a pet dog is a harm-
less animal but it’s not. A dog when 
it feels there is a threat to its position 
may bite any person.Certain dogs are 
aggressive by nature and may bite at 
the slightest provocation like steeping 
on its tail/body/hitting with stick/
throwing stone or any hard object.
Dog usually targets the face,hand or 
leg parts.Sometimes the tendency 
of a dog to bite without provocation 
may be related to heredity, early bad 
experiences, later socialization, nutri-
tious status and victim behaviour. Of  
all age groups, children are most at 
risk for dog bites probably because of  
the children behaviour towards unfa-
miliar strange dogs.

Sometimes familiarity with a 
dog shouldn’t be taken for granted 
because if  a dog had bite once there 
always happen to be a second bite 
case and so on. The onus is on the 
pet owner to recognize the dog be-

haviour at an early stage and train the 
dog properly to be friendly, meek and 
docile or either dispose off the dog. 
A disease condition called Rabies 
which is an incurable disease that can 
be infected to human through dog 
bite.A rabiddog during its latter stage 
become aggressive, restless and tends 
to bite people without provocation.It 
is vital that all pet owners understand 
the seriousness of the threat posed by 
rabid dog and the pet owners should 
vaccinate their pet dog with anti - ra-
bies vaccine at three (3) month of age 
and then once yearly.

At any point of time if  a dog had 
bitten a person, the dog owner along 
with the dog should immediately visit 
the nearest veterinary health centres 
for examination and observation of  
the dog to rule out any disease /rabies 
condition for the safety of the bitten 
person, dog owner and the public in 
general.

Dr. Elizabeth Yhome
Veterinary Surgeon

Veterinary Hospital Kohima

I
t is a silent change which has been occurring over 
the past one decade. The schemes launched to re-
verse the process of infamous ‘brain drain’ have fi-
nally started yielding results. The number of young 

scientists returning to do scientific research in India and 
taking up positions in research and academic institu-
tions is steadily rising. The quality of research output of  
these returnees is also very high. 

This was reflected in the data presented at the first 
joint conclave of India’s top three science fellowships – 
Ramanujan Fellowship of the Science and Engineering 
Research Board (SERB), Ramalingaswami Re-entry 
Fellowship of the Department of Biotechnology (DBT) 
and INSPIRE Faculty Fellowship of the Department of  
Science and Technology (DST) – which cover all major 
disciplines. 

“It is a historic opportunity that Fellows of these 
three programmes are coming together for the first time. 
It is necessary for young scientists from diverse disci-
plines to interact and work together because new and 
significant problems occur at boundaries of disciplines,” 
Prof Ashutosh Sharma, DST secretary, said while ad-
dressing the conclave. He announced that DST will 
fund new ideas and projects if  fellows from the three 

programmes come together to work on projects to solve 
significant problems. 

 The Ramanujan Fellowship is meant for brilliant 
scientists from all over the world to take up scientific re-
search positions in India. The Fellows could work in any 
of the scientific institutions and universities in the coun-
try. The value of the fellowship is Rs one lakh per month 
and each Fellow receives grant of Rs.7 lakh every year 
to attending conferences and other research expenses. 
From one fellow in 2006, the number has gone up to 40 
in 2017. Most of the scientists availing the fellowship are 
Indians coming from America. A survey of the Fellows 
has shown that 69.7% are given permanent positions in 
host institutions after two years of joining. Ramanujan 
Fellows have also published more papers and got more 
projects than scientists working in host institutions.  

“The scheme has been able to achieve reverse brain 
drain and has produced quality research. It is helping 
in changing the landscape of Indian S & T and is sup-
porting excellence in scientific research in the country”, 
pointed out S S Kohli, advisor, SERB. Some Fellows 
have helped create new centres. For example, Dr Sand-
eep Shukla has set up Interdisciplinary Centre for Cyber 
Security and Cyber Defense of Critical Infrastructures 
at IIT Kanpur with an outlay of Rs.15.5 crore.

Dr Meenakshi Munshi, adviser, DBT, said the Ram-
alingaswami Re-entry Faculty Fellowship of DBT was 

meant to bring back Indian scientists working abroad so 
that they can pursue their research interests of national 
relevance. Since the scheme started in 2007, a total of  
312 scientists have returned to India and of them 203 
have been absorbed as faculty. They have published over 
800 papers, developed 46 technologies and got 24 pat-
ents. A couple of startups have also been floated by the 
fellows.

The INSPIRE Faculty Scheme, started in 2011, 
has benefited over 1000 young scientists and over 450 
have been absorbed as faculty in various institutions. 
“It is an attractive opportunity for young achievers for 
developing independent scientific profiles and launch 
themselves in fulfilling long-term careers. The scheme 
provides a research career opportunity for five years but 
not guarantee for a job after completion of this period,” 
said Dr Umesh K Sharma of DST.

SERB Secretary Dr Rajiv Sharma said the fellow-
ships have attracted a number of scientists and produced 
quality science. Dr L S Shashidhara of IISER Pune said 
“the conclave of young scientists has been designed to 
serve as a platform for mentorship and experience shar-
ing and not just routine evaluation of fellows.” The 
three-day conclave is being attended by young scientists, 
science managers, industry representatives and univer-
sity vice chancellors. Chief Secretary of Rajasthan, Mr 
D B Gupta inaugurated the conclave.

Role of Dobashis in Naga Customary Law & Practice

Session with the EU On “Plastic Waste Management” at the “World Environment Conference” 

Dog Bite- A Public Health Concern Brain Drain Reversal is Gathering Steam
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Pranab told RSS about India’s 
pluralism — Congress leaders 

AAP raising full statehood demand to 
cover up failures of its govt. — Maken 

Consider asking media not to 
use term ‘Dalit’— Bombay 
HC to Union I and B ministry 

CPI(M) open to ally with anti-BJP parties — Yechury 

Same gun used to kill Gauri and Kalburgi — Forensic report 

Kumaraswamy steps in to pacify disgruntled Congress MLAs 

Rajnath reaches out to Pak shelling-
hit border dwellers in Jammu region Maoist plot to assassinate 

Modi, says Maharashtra CM 

Modi set to meet Xi at SCO  tomorrow
Rahul to address 
Congress OBC 
meet on Monday

PTI

Devendra Fadnavis (File Photo)

PTI

Communist Party of India (Marxist) CPI(M) General Secretary 
Sitaram Yechury attends a state level party meeting, at IMA hall in 
Patna on Friday, June 8, 2018.

PTI

Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh addresses a press conference as Jammu and Kashmir deputy chief 
minister Kavinder Gupta and PMO MoS Jitendra Singh look on, in Jammu on Friday, June 8, 2018. 

New Delhi, June 8 (PTI): 
Several Congress leaders 
today heaped praises on 
Pranab Mukherjee, saying 
the former president had 
emerged “taller” after tell-
ing the RSS about India’s 
pluralism, a day after many 
from the party had criti-
cised him for visiting the 
Sangh headquarters.

Mukherjee had yester-
day in Nagpur warned that 
any attempt to define India 
through “religion, hatred, 
dogmas and intolerance 
would dilute our existence” 
and said public discourses 
must be freed of all forms 
of violence.

Former Finance min-
ister P Chidambaram said 
Mukherjee had told the 
RSS what was correct about 
the Congress’s ideology.

“Happy that Mr Pranab 
Mukherjee told the RSS 
what is right about Con-
gress’ ideology. It was 
his way of saying what is 
wrong about RSS’ ideol-
ogy,” he said on Twitter.

Congress spokesperson 
Abhishek Singhvi said one 
should not judge a man 
by the invitation he gets, 

but by what he speaks. 
Mukherjee’s address vindi-
cates this, he said.

“Very happy that my 
stand from day one fully 
vindicated viz don’t judge 
a man by the invitation or 
the host’s identity but by 
what he says and does at 
the event. repeated this 
and Pranabda’s address 
fully vindicates this view. 

He is first ex Congman 
to preach some lessons 
to RSS,” Singhvi said on 
Twitter.

“Pranam Pranab da, 
you have emerged proud 
and taller from Nagpur. 
There was never any doubt 
about your strength of 
character, moral courage, 
conviction and commit-
ment to uphold the secular 
constitutional democracy,” 
he tweeted. “You told the 
RSS about the richness and 
diversity of India’s plural-
ism. Hope they will reflect 
and absorb your message,” 
Sharma said.

He had cr i t ic ised 
Mukherjee yesterday, 
claiming that the images 
of the former president 
at the RSS headquarters 

had anguished those who 
believe in pluralism and 
diversity of India.

The Congress leader’s 
tweet came in response to 
the Sangh stating, follow-
ing the controversy over 
Mukherjee’s visit, that dia-
logue was important, cen-
tral to RSS ideology and an 
old tradition of the country.

The Congress, after a lot 
of unease within the party 
over the former president’s 
visit to Nagpur, had said 
Mukherjee has showed the 
mirror of truth to the RSS.

It had also asked the 
Sangh and the BJP whether 
they would admit their 
mistakes and change their 
“character, orientation, 
thought process” after ac-
cepting his “sagacious ad-
vice”. Congress communi-
cations in-charge Randeep 
Surjewala said Mukherjee, 
in his speech, had remind-
ed the RSS of India’s plural-
ism, tolerance, secularism 
and inclusiveness.

He hoped that the RSS 
would come out with a 
reply admitting its mis-
takes and doing course-
correction.

Jammu, June 8 (PTI): Un-
ion Home Minister Ra-
jnath Singh today met 
border dwellers affected 
by Pakistani shelling in 
R S Pura belt of Jammu 
region and assured them 
that bullet-proof vehicles 
will be stationed there 
for their use during firing 
from across the border.

Singh, who arrived in 
Jammu and Kashmir on 
a two-day visit yesterday, 
also told them that more 
bunkers would be built in 
the border areas to save 
lives during shelling by 
Pakistan, according to 
officials.

Forty-seven people, 
including 20 security per-
sonnel, have been killed 
and over 130 injured in 
the R S Pura sector in Pa-
kistan shelling and firing 

this year.
During their inter-

action with the Union 
home minister, the border 
dwellers, living under fear, 
demanded that bunkers 
should be built in every 
house to prevent casual-
ties.

They said also called 
for strict implementa-
tion of the 2003 ceasefire 
agreement with Pakistan 
to bring an end to the 
shelling from across the 
border.  Singh assured 
them that five bullet-
proof vehicles will be sta-
tioned in the region for 
use by the people living 
close to the border.

The Centre has al-
ready given a sanction 
for construction of over 
14,400 bunkers at a cost 
of Rs 415.73 crore along 

the Line of Control and 
the international border 
in Jammu division.

Before flying for Jam-
mu, he visited the border 
district of Kupwara and 
met several delegations, 
besides Gujjars. He also 
had a meeting border mi-
grants.

According to official 
data, there were 1,252 
ceasefire violations by 
Pakistan in Jammu and 
Kashmir between January 
to May 31 this year.

Singh, who was in Sri-
nagar yesterday to review 
the ongoing suspension 
of security-related opera-
tions during Ramzan, had 
said that the Centre was 
ready to hold a dialogue 
with all “right-minded” 
to usher in peace in the 
state.

New Delhi, June 8 (PTI): Delhi Congress 
chief Ajay Maken today claimed that 
the AAP government was raising the 
demand for full statehood to hide its 
“failures” to perform and said the people 
should take a decision on the issue.

He also demanded that the Arvind 
Kejriwal government to come out with a 
‘White Paper’ to tell the Delhi people the 
benefits and drawbacks of full statehood.

The AAP government has called a 
three-day special session of the Legisla-
tive Assembly to discuss its demand for 
full statehood.

The Centre spends INR 6,953 crore 
on Delhi every year. The super-speciality 
hospitals funded by the Centre receive 
INR 3,000 crore annually. There are three 
central universities and Metro Rail and 
these are because Delhi is the national 
capital, Maken said.

Asserting that Delhi’s status should 
not be altered, he said, “It is fine if any 
other benefits come besides it. AAP 
leaders are raising full statehood issue 

to cover up the failures of their govern-
ment.” 

Maken said his party ruled Delhi for 
15 years within the limits of the existing 
Constitutional provisions while the AAP 
is complaining that it has not been able 
to work due to lack of full statehood.

“Kejriwal should come out with a 
White Paper giving details on how Delhi 
will be benefited by full statehood,” the 
Congress leader said.

On the demand for statehood, he 
said, “It is a complex issue that needs 
to be deliberated as the national capital 
status comes with certain privileges that 
will have to be given up. Full statehood 
and status of national capital ca

Maken also cornered the AAP over 
the Lokpal issue saying the party walked 
out of the government in 2014, accusing 
that it was not being allowed to table 
Lokpall Bill due to Congress pressure.

“Finally when they brought the Bill, 
they came up with the weakest form of 
the Lokpal,” he alleged.

Pune/Mumbai, June 8 
(PTI): Maoists are plan-
ning to assassinate Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
the way Rajiv Gandhi was 
killed, Maharashtra Chief 
Minister Devendra Fad-
navis and the state police 
said today, citing a letter 
allegedly seized from a 
person arrested two days 
back.

Fadnavis said the state 
police, while arresting five 
people two days back, 
seized “internal com-
munication” in which a 
maoist commander has 
asked his cadre that Modi 
should be assassinated.

He said a probe is un-
derway to find more links 
in connection with the 
alleged plot.

The letter, which talks 
about the assassination 
plot, was recovered from 
the house of Rona Wilson 
who was among five peo-
ple arrested from Mum-
bai, Nagpur and Delhi in 
connection with ‘Elgar 
Parishad’ held in Mahar-
ashtra in December and 
the subsequent Bhima-
Koregaon violence in the 

Beijing, June 8 (IANS): 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi is set to visit 
China on Saturday to at-
tend a two-day Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisa-
tion (SCO) summit in the 
coastal city of Qingdao 
where he will have a one-
on-one with President Xi 
Jinping.

Although both have 
met over a dozen times as 
leaders of their countries, 
the Saturday meeting in 
Qingdao comes just a little 
over two months after the 
“ice-breaking” informal 
summit in the central Chi-
nese city of Wuhan.

India and Pakistan last 
year were formally induct-
ed into the eight-member 
security bloc whose other 

member nations are Chi-
na, Russia, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and 
Uzbekistan. After a year 
of turbulence marked by 
over a two-month military 
stand-off near their bor-
der, Sino-India ties have 
seemingly improved in 
2018. “This is an important 
meet, but more symbolic 
in nature. It is nothing 
compared to Wuhan. The 
meeting in Qingdao will be 
formal, unlike in Wuhan,” 
Hu Shisheng, Director of 
the Institute of South and 
Southeast Asian and Oce-
anian Studies at the China 
Institute of Contemporary 
International Relations 
(CICIR) told IANS.

Modi will hold the bi-
lateral meet with Xi on 

Saturday. He might also 
meet Russian President 
Vladimir Putin,  with 
whom he had an informal 
meet in Sochi last month. 
The SCO summit will dis-
cuss the regional secu-
rity and issue of terrorism, 
with Modi likely to rake 
up terror emanating from 
Pakistan.

Pakistani President 
Mamnoon Hussain will 
attend the summit.

One of the key high-
lights of the summit will 
be Iranian President Has-
san Rouhani’s presence. 
He was invited by China 
to attend the forum. Iran 
along with Mongolia, Af-
ghanistan and Belarus 
have observer status at the 
summit.

district, the police said.
The letter addressed 

to one Comrade Prakash 
by sender who identifies 
himself as ‘R’, talks about 
“Rajiv Gandhi-type inci-
dent” and suggests that 
Modi should be targeted 
during one of his “road 
shows”

It talks about the re-
quirement of INR 8 crore 
for procurement of M-4 

assault rifle along with 
four lakh rounds of am-
munition for the purpose.

All the five were yes-
terday produced before 
the sessions court which 
remanded them in police 
custody till June 14.

The letter reads: “De-
feating Hindu fascism 
has been our core agenda 
and a major concern for 
the party. Several leaders 

Patna, June 8 (PTI): The 
CPI(M) said today that it 
was open to form alliance 
with all political parties 
opposed to the BJP in Bihar 
and in other states if it is of-
fered a “respectable” share 
of seats in the Lok Sabha 
election next year.

CPI(M) secretary-gen-
eral Sitaram Yechury, who 
was in Patna to brief work-
ers on the party Congress 
held in Hyderabad in April, 
said his party’s main objec-
tive for the next general 
election would be to defeat 
the BJP-led ruling National 
Democratic Alliance.

The CPI(M) had fielded 
candidates on a limited 
number of seats in Bihar in 
the previous Lok Sabha poll 
and drawn a blank.

Asked whether he 
agreed with other anti-
BJP parties assessment 
that Bihar Chief Minister 

Mumbai, June 8 (PTI): The 
Bombay High Court has 
asked the Union Ministry 
of Information and Broad-
casting to consider issuing 
a direction to media to 
stop using the word ‘Dalit’, 
following a circular advis-
ing government officials 
against using the word.

The Nagpur bench of 
the high court was hearing 
a public interest litigation 
filed by Pankaj Meshram, 
seeking removal of the 
word Dalit from all gov-
ernment documents and 
communication.

“As the central govern-
ment has issued necessary 
directions to its officers, 
we find that it can also is-
sue suitable directions as 
per the law to respondent 
no. 2 (Press Council) and 
the media to refrain from 
using the same word,” the 
bench comprising justices 
B P Dharmadhikari and Z 
A Haq said.

Meshram’s lawyer S R 
Nanaware informed the 
court on June 6 that the 
Union Ministry of Social 

Justice and Empowerment 
had issued a circular on 
March 15, advising the 
central and state govern-
ments to avoid the word 
`Dalit’ and instead use the 
term ‘person belonging to 
Scheduled Caste’.

Advocate D P Thakare, 
who appeared for the Ma-
harashtra government, 
said the state was also in 
the process of taking a de-
cision on the matter.

Nanaware said that 
in the light of this circu-
lar, media should also be 
asked to stop using the 
word Dalit. The bench then 
directed the Union Min-
istry of Information and 
Broadcasting to consider 
the issue.

“Various institutes in 
the field are not before 
us and hence, we direct 
respondent no. 1 (I&B 
Ministry) to consider the 
question of issuing such 
directions to the media 
and take suitable decision 
within the next six weeks,” 
the court said in its order, 
while disposing of the PIL.

from secret cells as well 
as open organizations 
have raised this issue very 
strongly.

“Modi-led Hindu fas-
cist regime is bulldozing 
its way into the lives of in-
digenous adivasis. In spite 
of big defeats like Bihar 
and West Bengal, Modi 
has successful established 
BJP government in more 
than 15 states.

“If this pace contin-
ues, then it would mean 
immense trouble for the 
party on all the fronts.

“Comrade Kisan and 
few other senior com-
rades have proposed con-
crete steps to end Modi-
Raj. We are thinking along 
the line of another Rajiv 
Gandhi type incident.”

Rajiv Gandhi, former 
prime minister, was killed 
by  a  woman suicide 
bomber during a public 
event in Sriperumbudur 
in Tamil Nadu on May 21, 
1991.

“It sounds suicidal and 
there is a great chance 
that we might fail but 
we feel that the party PB 
(polit bureau)/CC (central 

committee) must deliber-
ate over our proposal,” the 
letter adds.

“Targeting his road 
shows could be an effec-
tive strategy.

We collectively believe 
that survival of the party 
is the supreme to all the 
sacrifices,” it adds.

Speaking to report-
ers on the sidelines of an 
event in Mumbai, Fad-
navis said, “In of one of 
the internal communica-
tions (recovered from the 
arrested people), a com-
mander has directed his 
cadre that Modi should be 
assassinated the way Rajiv 
Gandhi was killed.”

The chief minister 
added that “many such 
communications have 
been seized during the 
raids” and “the intelli-
gence agencies are at work 
and the investigations are 
probing into more links in 
this connection.”

Public  Prosecutor 
Ujjwala Pawar cited the 
letter while arguing in the 
court and seeking police 
custody of the five ac-
cused yesterday.

Nitish Kumar betrayed the 
mandate of the 2015 as-
sembly poll by walking out 
of the Grand Alliance with 
the Congress and the RJD, 
Yechury only said “at one 
point of time he was being 
seen as a potential prime 

ministerial candidate.” 
Yesterday, the CPI said 

it was in discussions with 
RJD supremo Lalu Prasad 
for a pre-poll alliance. CPI 
state secretary Satyanaray-
an Singh said they have 
completed the first round 

New Delhi, June 8 (IANS): 
Congress President Rahul 
Gandhi will address a na-
tional convention of the 
party’s Other Backward 
Classes department here 
on Monday.

Gandhi’s speech at the 
Talkatora Stadium at 11 
a.m. on Monday is aimed 
to woo the Other Back-
ward Classes in the country 
ahead of the 2019 general 
elections.

It comes after the Con-
gress chief addressed a 
farmers’ rally in Mand-
saur in Madhya Pradesh on 
June 6, where he promised 
to waive loans to farmers 
within 10 days in case his 
party returned to power in 
the state.

Bengaluru, June 8 (PTI): The same 
gun was used to kill journalist-
activist Gauri Lankesh and rational-
ist M M Kalburgi in Karnataka, the 
state forensic science laboratory has 
confirmed in a report, sources in the 
SIT said.

The forensic report submitted to 
the Special Investigation Team prob-
ing the killing of Lankesh is part of 
the first chargesheet filed recently by 
the SIT naming K T Naveen Kumar 
as an accused.

However, Kumar, who was re-
cently arrested, in a statement to the 
SIT has claimed he had failed to ar-
range for bullets to execute the plot 
to kill Lankesh.

Kalburgi (77) was shot dead in 
his house on August 30, 2015, in 
Dharwad and 55-year old Lankesh 
on September 5, 2017 here.

The bullets in both cases “have 
been fired through a single country 
made pistol chambered for 7.65 mm 
caliber pistol cartridges,” a source 
said quoting the report.

The report also pointed out that 
the scratches formed by the firing 
pin on the bullets tallied among 
themselves.

In his recorded statement, a 
copy of which is available with 
PTI, Naveen Kumar said he be-
came aware of the conspiracy to kill 
Lankesh last August after Praveen 
Kumar, another suspect, told him 
about it.

He further said Praveen Kumar 
had told him to arrange for bullets 
to kill Lankesh, but he couldn’t com-
plete the task. He told the SIT that he 
came to know of her killing through 
television channels.

Naveen Kumar also told the SIT 
that he had met another suspect 
Sanjay Bansare in last November 
and was asked by him to arrange for 
firearms to kill K S Bhagwan, a Kan-
nada writer and rationalist who is 
also a strong critic of Hindutva.

According to the statement, 
Naveen Kumar had also said he was 
earlier associated with Sri Ram Sene 
and Bajrang Dal, and started to pro-
mote the Hindu ideology.

Lankesh, who was known for 
her strong anti-Hindutva stand, was 
shot dead in front of her house here 
on September 5 last year, triggering 
a nationwide outrage.

The SIT has arrested four per-
sons for allegedly plotting to kill 
Bhagawan and is probing whether 
they have any links with the Lankesh 
muder case.

of talks with Prasad.
Although his party was 

yet to take the CPI-ML (Lib-
eration) on board, Singh 
was confident that all anti-
BJP parties will sink their 
differences to take on the 
saffron party.

Now relegated to a 
marginal position in Bihar 
politics, the Left parties had 
a significant presence in 
the state during the 1990s. 
CPI and CPI(M) even had 
pre-poll alliances with the 
Janata Dal, the party to 
which Prasad belonged be-
fore he formed a coalition 
with the Congress in 2000.

Legislators of CPI-ML 
(Liberation) have been 
supporting the line taken 
by the Congress-RJD com-
bine on a number of issues 
raised in the state assem-
bly, especially after the exit 
of Chief Minister Kumar 
from the Grand Alliance.

Bengaluru, June 8 (PTI): Karnataka 
Chief Minister H D Kumaraswamy 
today stepped in to pacify the MLAs 
of ally Congress, who were unhappy 
with the cabinet expansion, and 
asked the Congress’ central leader-
ship to act immediately to find a 
solution.

The chief minister met M B Patil, 
a prominent state Congress leader 
under whose leadership a section 
of dissatisfied legislators have been 
holding meetings.

Kumaraswamy said Patil had told 
him that he was not alone and would 
take a decision after consulting other 
like-minded MLAs, adding, “I have 
gathered his feelings; I request Delhi 
leaders (Congress) to immediately act 
to find a solution.” 

Ahead of Kumaraswamy’s visit, 
senior Congress leaders, including 

Deputy Chief Minister and Pradesh 
Congress Chief G Parameshwara, 
Ministers D K Shivakumar, K J George 
and R V Deshpande, met Patil at his 
residence to mollify him.

A group of disgruntled MLAs, 
including M T B Nagaraj, Satish 
Jarkiholi, Sudhakar and Roshan Baig, 
among others, had yesterday met at 
Patil’s residence.

Terming the chief minister’s 
meeting with him as a “courtesy 
visit”, M B Patil said it is “an internal 
development” in the Congress and 
Kumaraswamy cannot do anything 
in this issue.

Patil said he was not alone. “Sev-
eral of them, about 15 to 20 of us 
(MLAs)are together, we will take deci-
sion together.

“Let there be no wrong inform-
Clarifying that none of the MLAs 

have any intention about quitting the 
party, Patil said all legislators would 
meet and discuss, and there was 
nothing wrong in it.

Asked whether he was heading 
the disgruntled legislators, he said, 
“We are a team. I’m no senior or no 
junior. We fifteen-twenty people are 
all equals. Whatever decision hap-
pens, it will be of the team.” 

The JDS-Congress cabinet was 
expanded on June 6 with the induc-
tion of 25 new ministers, after intense 
bargaining for ministerial berths.

The Congress has dropped sev-
eral key members of the previous 
Siddaramaiah ministry, including M 
B Patil, Dinesh Gundu Rao, Ramal-
inga Reddy, R Roshan Baig, H K Patil, 
Tanvir Sait, Shamanur Sivashanka-
rappaand, Satish Jarkhiholi, from the 
coalition government.
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Xi, Putin meet as US 
tensions brings them closer

Would invite Kim to White House 
if Singapore talks go well — Trump

Sharif slams SC’s ruling to allow 
Musharraf to file nomination papers 

Turkey may lift 
emergency after 
elections — Erdogan

Trump to skip G7 climate sessions 
following spat with Macron, Trudeau 

Austria to close seven mosques, 
expel imams in crackdown 

Suspected Russian strikes kill 44 
civilians in northwest Syria — Monitor 

NATO urges Taliban to lay down arms; engage in talks

400 Palestinians wounded 
in Gaza protests

Beijing, June 8 (PTI/
AFP): Chinese President 
Xi Jinping treated Russian 
counterpart Vladimir Pu-
tin to a state visit today as 
the neighbouring giants 
forge closer ties in the 
face of US diplomatic and 
economic challenges.

Putin, re-elected to 
his fourth Kremlin term 
in March, arrived at the 
grandiose Great Hall of 
the People in Beijing for 
talks with Xi, who could 
stay in power for life after 
term limits were lifted this 
year.

The two heads of state 
reviewed a military hon-
our guard and greeted 
flag-waving children dur-
ing the welcoming cer-
emony before retreating 
into the vast building.

T h e  m o s t  p ow e r-
ful Russian and Chinese 
leaders in decades, Xi and 
Putin have built closer ties 
while US President Donald 
Trump has labelled both 
countries as economic 
rivals that challenge US 
interests and values.

Xi and Putin are “soul-
mates who want to make 
their countries great 
again”, Alexander Gabuev, 
senior fellow at the Carn-
egie Moscow Center, told 
AFP.

“Both share scepti-
cism towards American 
hegemony and distrust 
US intentions, both are 
authoritarian personalis-
tic rulers,” he said.

China is  mired in 
tough negotiations with 
the United States to avoid 
a trade war, while Moscow 
has deep differences with 

AP/PTI

Chinese President Xi Jinping, right, congratulates Russian President Vladimir Putin after presenting him 
with the Friendship Medal in the Great Hall of the People in Beijing Friday, June 8, 2018.

AP/PTI

NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg, left, speaks with U.S. Secretary 
for Defense Jim Mattis during a round table meeting of NATO ministers 
and partners to combat the Islamic State at NATO headquarters in 
Brussels, Friday, June 8, 2018.

AP/PTI

Donald Trump (File Photo)

Washington on multiple 
diplomatic fronts, includ-
ing Syria and Ukraine.

Putin played up his 
bond with his  “good 
friend” Xi in an interview 
with China’s state broad-
caster CGTN this week.

He said the Chinese 
president was the only 
state leader to celebrate 
his birthday with him, 
with the two sharing vod-
ka and sausage.

Xi “is approachable 
and sincere”, Putin told 
CGTN. “But he’s also a 
very dependable man to 
work with.” Maria Repnik-
ova, director of the Center 
for Global Information 
Studies at Georgia State 
University in the US, said 
China makes 

Russia look “stronger 

and more relevant” on the 
global stage.

For its part, Russia al-
lows China to show the US 
that it has “other options” 
in international negotia-
tions, she said.

“Trump’s policies jus-
tified (the) growing close-
ness, especially for Russia 
but also for China given 
the volatile relationship 
with the United States,” 
Repnikova told AFP.

But, she said “it’s an 
asymmetrical relation-
ship with Russia more 
dependent on China than 
vice versa, especially in 
the economic sphere”.

After the Beijing vis-
it, Putin will join Xi at a 
weekend summit of the 
Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO) in the 

eastern Chinese city of 
Qingdao.

China and Russia 
lead the regional secu-
rity group, which includes 
former Soviet states and 
new members India and 
Pakistan.

Putin told CGTN that 
the SCO had “small” 
objectives when it was 
founded two decades ago 
but that it was now evolv-
ing into a larger global 
force.

Iranian President 
Hassan Rouhani, whose 
country is an observer 
member of the SCO, will 
also attend the summit 
at a time when China and 
Russia are seeking to save 
the Iran nuclear deal fol-
lowing Trump’s withdraw-
al from the pact.

Washington, June 8 (PTI): 
US President Donald 
Trump today said he would 
consider inviting North 
Korean leader Kim Jong-
un to the White House if 
their Singapore summit 
on Tuesday goes well but 
made it clear that he is 
ready to “walk away” from 
the meeting if his goals 
were not achieved.

The US and its regional 
allies want to see North 
Korea give up its nuclear 
weapons. 

Trump and Kim will 
meet on Sentosa, a small-
er island off the coast of 
Singapore’s main island. 
The June 12 summit would 
represent the first ever 
meeting between a North 
Korean leader and a sitting 
US president.

Trump made the re-
marks after meeting Japa-
nese Prime Minister Shin-
zo Abe at the White House 
to discuss the June 12 sum-
mit. Abe’s visit is part of a 
flurry of diplomatic activity 
in the run-up to the sum-
mit, as countries try to en-
sure their interests are not 
overlooked.

“Maybe we’ll start with 
the White House,” he told 
reporters after he was 
asked whether he would 
invite the North Korean 
leader to the White House 
or his Mar-a-lago resort in 
Florida.

He said it was possi-
ble an agreement to end 
the Korean War could be 
reached, though he called 
that “the easy part” of the 
negotiations.

“It’s what happens after 
that that is really impor-
tant,” he told reporters.

He, however, made it 
clear that he was ready 
to “walk away” from the 
meeting if his goals were 
not achieved.

“I am totally prepared 
to walk. It could happen. 
Maybe it won’t be neces-
sary. I hope it won’t be nec-
essary to walk, because 
I really believe that Kim 
Jong-un wants to do some-
thing that is going to be 
great for his people, and 
also great for his family, and 
great for himself,” Trump 
said.

“I am totally prepared 
to walk away. I did it once 
before. You have to be able 
to walk away. 

“If you’re not going to 
be able to walk away -- we 
didn’t walk away from the 
horrible Iran deal that was 
signed, and if you look at 
what’s happened, since I 
signed that deal, Iran and 
in all fairness, I say it with 
great respect for the people 
of Iran, but Iran is acting a 
lot differently. They’re no 
longer looking so much 
to the Mediterranean,” he 
said.

Iran, he said, is no 
longer looking so much to 
what was going on in Syria, 
Yemen and other places.

“They’re a much differ-
ent country over the last 
three months. And again, 
I say that with hope that 

maybe something can 
happen,” said the US Presi-
dent. 

About Kim’s personal 
letter delivered to Trump 
by the North Korean lead-
er’s top aide last week, the 
President said, “The letter 
was just a greeting. It was 
really very nice. Perhaps 
I can get approval to put 
it out. It was really a very 
warm letter, a very nice 
letter”

“I appreciated it very 
much, and nothing other 
than. ‘We look forward to 
seeing you, and we look 
forward to the summit, and 
hopefully, some wonderful 
things will work out’. So it 
was really very warm, very 
nice. We appreciated it,” 
Trump said.

US Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo, speaking 
later at the White House, 
said Kim had indicated to 
him personally that he was 
willing to denuclearise - 
although it is not clear if 
that means North Korea 
is coming closer to the US 
vision of what that entails.

Earlier, Trump said he 
did not think preparation 
was essential for his meet-
ing with the North Korean 
leader. “I think I’m very well 
prepared. I don’t think I 
have to prepare very much. 
It’s about attitude, it’s about 
willingness to get things 
done,” he said.

Islamabad, June 8 (PTI): Pakistan’s ousted 
prime minister Nawaz Sharif today criti-
cised the Supreme Court’s verdict of al-
lowing General Pervez Musharraf to file 
nomination papers to contest the general 
elections on July 25, saying the former mili-
tary dictator was being given preferential 
treatment.

A three-judge bench, headed by Chief 
Justice of Pakistan (CJP) Saqib Nisar, yes-
terday ruled that the 74-year-old Mushar-
raf, disqualified for life, can conditionally 
file his nomination papers to contest the 
polls.

The bench asked retired General 
Musharraf to appear before the court on 
June 13 as it resumed the hearing of his 
review petition against his disqualification 
for life by the Peshawar High Court in 2013.

Speaking to reporters outside the ac-
countability court, Sharif said how can 
Musharraf be allowed to file the nomina-
tion when he was accused of high treason 
and wanted in several criminal cases.

He said that on the one hand Mushar-
raf was being given preferential treatment 
while on the other hand he himself was 
not allowed to go to London to see his 
ailing wife.

“On one hand, he has been booked for 
treason. On the other, he has been granted 
conditional permission to contest elec-
tions. Under what law has he been allowed 
to contest elections? I want to see such 

laws too,” he said.
Sharif questioned how an individual 

could be above the Constitution and being 
honoured while facing high treason under 
Article 6 of the Constitution.

Sharif and his family are facing inves-
tigations since July, when the Supreme 
Court disqualified the three-time prime 
minister from office as well as from head-
ing the ruling Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz party over undisclosed assets.

Earlier, a Pakistani anti-corruption 
court rejected a plea of the embattled fam-
ily of Sharif for a week-long exemption to 
go to London where the deposed premier’s 
wife is being treated for cancer.

The National Accountability Bureau 
(NAB) had argued that the trial was at a 
concluding stage hence Sharif’s family 
should not be allowed to leave the country.

Musharraf, who ruled Pakistan from 
1999 to 2008, has been declared a fugitive 
in the Benazir Bhutto murder case and Red 
Mosque cleric killing case.

He is facing a high-profile treason case 
and has been declared absconder due to 
his persistent failure to appear before the 
special trial court set up to try him in the 
case. The former president was indicted in 
March 2014 on treason charges for impos-
ing emergency in the country which led to 
the confinement of a number of superior 
court judges in their houses and sacking of 
over 100 judges.

Ankara, June 8 (IANS): 
Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan has an-
nounced that a state of 
emergency imposed in the 
country following a failed 
coup in 2016 may be lifted 
after the June 24 elections.

He  m a d e  t h e  a n -
nouncement during an in-
terview with CNN Turk on 
Thursday evening, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

“We will work on it after 
we establish a cabinet. The 
issue will not linger on for 
so long,” he said.

On the structure of the 
new cabinet after the elec-
tion, Erdogan said minis-
ters could be appointed 
from outside parliament, 
however he never thought 
to form a “technocrat cabi-
net”.

Turkey declared a state 
of emergency for the first 
time on July 20, 2016. 

On April 18 this year, 
the ongoing state of emer-
gency was extended for 
three months for the sev-
enth time.

Washington, June 8 (IANS): US Presi-
dent Donald Trump will skip sched-
uled sessions on climate change, 
clean energy and oceans during the 
two-day G7 Summit which is slated to 
begin on Friday in Quebec, Canada, 
the White House announced.

Sarah Huckabee Sanders, the 
White House press secretary, an-
nounced on Thursday that Trump 
will leave the resort in Charlevoix 
(where all the events are taking place) 
at 10.30 a.m. on Saturday, well before 
the Summit officially concludes later 
that day, reports The New York Times. 

He will attend an early-morning 
session on “women’s empowerment”, 
but he will be gone before any joint 
statement is issued by the other lead-
ers, Sanders added.

Earlier Thursday, French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron and Cana-
dian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 

lashed out at Trump for imposing 
tariffs on their steel and aluminium 
industries. 

“The American President may not 
mind being isolated, but neither do 
we mind signing a six country agree-
ment if need be,” Macron tweeted. 

Also on Thursday, Trudeau said 
at a news conference that with 
Macron, “we are going to defend 
our industries and our workers” 
and “show the US President that his 
unacceptable actions are hurting his 
own citizens”.

Trump responded with his trade-
mark Twitter bluntness a few hours 
later, The New York Times reported.

“Please tell Prime Minister Tru-
deau and President Macron that they 
are charging the US massive tariffs 
and create non-monetary barriers,” 
he tweeted. 

Trump is scheduled to arrive 

Friday morning for the Summit. He 
will then attend a gathering that tradi-
tionally includes a moment of global 
camaraderie -- the “family photo” 
that captures Presidents and Prime 
Ministers smiling for the camera.

The tariffs he imposed last week 
on Canada, Mexico and the European 
Union have drawn sharp backlash 
from allies, whose leaders have de-
scribed feelings of anger, regret and 
confusion, reports CNN. 

“Patently absurd” is what Liam 
Fox, the British trade minister, called 
them. German Chancellor Angela 
Merkelsaid they were “illegal”, while 
Trudeau said they were “insulting and 
totally unacceptable”. 

But Trump’s aides have signaled 
that he was unwilling to rethink the 
decision.

He described the disputes as a 
“family quarrel”.

Berlin, June 8 (PTI/AP): 
Austria’s government said 
today that it is closing sev-
en mosques and plans to 
expel imams in a crack-
down on “political Islam” 
and foreign financing of 
religious groups.

Chancellor Sebastian 
Kurz said the government 
is shutting a hardline Turk-
ish nationalist mosque in 
Vienna and dissolving a 
group called the Arab Re-
ligious Community that 
runs six mosques.

The actions by the gov-
ernment are based on a 
2015 law that, among other 
things, prevents religious 
communities from getting 
funding from abroad. 

Interior Minister Her-

bert Kickl said the resi-
dence permits of around 40 
imams employed by ATIB, 
a group that oversees Turk-
ish mosques in Austria, are 
being reviewed because 
of concerns about such 
financing.

Kickl said that, in two 
cases, permits have already 
been revoked. Five more 
imams were denied first-
time permits.

In campaigning for 
last year’s election, both 
coalition parties called for 
tougher immigration con-
trols, quick deportations 
of asylum-seekers whose 
requests are denied and 
a crackdown on radical 
Islam. 

The government re-

cently announced plans 
to ban girls in elementary 
schools and kindergartens 
from wearing headscarves, 
adding to existing restric-
tions on veils.

“Parallel societies, po-
litical Islam and tendencies 
toward radicalization have 
no place in our country,” 
Kurz told reporters in Vi-
enna. 

He added that the gov-
ernment’s powers to inter-
vene “were not sufficiently 
used” in the past.

Today’s measures are 
“a first significant and 
necessary step in the 
right direction,” said Vice 
Chancellor Heinz-Chris-
tian Strache, the Freedom 
Party’s leader.

Beirut, June 8 (PTI/AFP): Air strikes 
thought to have been carried out by Rus-
sian jets on a rebel-held residential area in 
northwestern Syria have killed 44 civilians, 
a Britain-based monitor said on today.

Six children were among those killed 
when the strikes hit the Zardana area of 
Idlib province late yesterday, the Syrian 
Observatory for Human Rights said. The 
Russian defence ministry dismissed the 
Observatory’s reports of strikes on Zard-
ana as having “nothing to do with reality”, 
in a statement carried by the TASS news 
agency.

Zardana is largely controlled by Is-
lamist rebels, with a small presence of 
the Hayat Tahrir al-Sham alliance led by 
Syria’s former Al-Qaeda affiliate. An AFP 
correspondent at the scene saw volunteers 
with a crane still searching the rubble in 
the early morning.

Half a dozen men in civilian clothes 
helped carry a person in a black body bag 

away from the site of the strikes, which 
pulverised several buildings. At night, 
dozens of wounded streamed in to the lo-
cal hospital, including children, women, 
elderly people and rescue volunteers, the 
correspondent said. Dust dashed with 
blood covered the twisted bodies of the 
dead.

Most of Idlib province is held by an 
array of Islamist and jihadist groups with 
only parts controlled by the Russian-
backed government. Since Russia inter-
vened in its support in 2015, the govern-
ment has regained control of around half 
of the country.

More than 350,000 people have been 
killed in the Syrian war since it started in 
2011 with the brutal repression of anti-gov-
ernment protests. The Observatory says it 
relies on sources inside Syria for its infor-
mation, and determines who carried out 
strikes on the basis of flight patterns, and 
the type of aircraft and ammunition used.

Brussels, June 8 (IANS): 
NATO’s Secretary General 
on Thursday called on the 
Taliban militant insur-
gent group to lay down 
their arms and engage in 
dialogue with the Afghan 
government coordinator 
as part of a ceasefire plan 
in the war-torn nation.

Jens Stoltenberg was 
addressing the press in 
Brussels just hours after 
Afghan president Ashraf 
Ghani announced that 
a temporary ceasefire 
had been struck with the 
armed group involved in 
the ongoing conflict in 
the Central Asian nation, 

Gaza, June 8 (IANS): Some 
400 Palestinians, includ-
ing two journalists, were 
wounded by Israeli fire or 
treated for tear gas inha-
lation poisoning, during 
protests at the Gaza-Israel 
separation fence, officials 
from the Gaza’s Health 
Ministry said on Friday.

Two reporters were 
among the wounded: 
Mohamed al-Baba, an 
AFP photographer, who 
was shot in the right leg, 
as well as an unidentified 
cameraman from Al-Aqsa 
television (affiliated with 
Hamas) who suffered mod-
erate wounds from being 
hit with a can of tear gas, 
health ministry spokes-
man Ashraf al-Qedra was 
quoted by Efe news agency 
as saying.

Al-Qedra denounced 
Israeli army soldiers who 
fired tear gas against am-
bulances trying to help 
the wounded east of Khan 
Yunis, in the southern Gaza 
Strip while protest organis-
ers put the number of dem-
onstrators at 10,000.

Israeli Defence Forces 
spokesperson’s Twitter ac-
count, however, put the 
number of demonstrators 
at about 4,000, stating that 
the protesters gathered at 
around 3 p.m. at five border 
points between the Gaza 
strip and Israel with some 
of the protesters burning 
tires. The demonstration, 
titled the “March of a Mil-
lion to Jerusalem”, marked 
the 11th consecutive Fri-

day of protests which are 
part of the larger “Great 
March of Return” move-
ment, a protest movement 
which has resulted in many 
clashes between the IDF 
and Palestinians and more 
than 120 Palestinian deaths 
from Israeli army fire.

From the megaphones 
of different mosques Pal-
estinian factions urged the 
population to participate 
in the protest, which coin-
cided with the last Friday of 
Ramadan, the holy month 
of fasting for Muslims; a 
majority of Palestinians 
consider themselves ad-
herents of Islam. This week 
also marked on Tuesday 
the 51st commemoration 
of the start of the Six Day 
War in 1967 and the subse-
quent occupation of east-
ern Jerusalem by Israel, a 
point made consistently by 
demonstrators throughout 
Friday’s protest.

At the protest in Khan 
Yunis, Sabrine al-Najjar - 
the mother of volunteer 
medic Razan al-Najjar, 
who was killed last week 
by Israeli fire - put on her 
daughter’s health worker 
vest, with the bullet hole 
in it, to denounce Razan’s 
death. Dawood Shihab, 
spokesman for the Islam-
ic Jihad in Gaza, thanked 
thousands of international 
protesters for showing their 
solidarity with the Pales-
tinians, adding that the 
marches are peaceful and 
will continue at whatever 
the price.

Efe reported.
“The only way for 

them to achieve a solu-
tion is to sit down at the 
negotiating table, and 
therefore we will con-
tinue to provide support 
and I call on the Taliban 
to join the ceasefire and 
lay down their arms and 
engage in a constructive 
dialog to a find a peace-
ful negotiated solution,” 
Stoltenberg said of the 
news at the beginning 
of a European Defense 
Minister meeting in the 
Belgian capital. 

He described the 
move as a positive step to-

wards peace and said the 
Alliance would support a 
reconciliation process led 
by Afghans themselves. 

Ghani’s announce-
ment, which comes after 
an ambitious offer of 
peace in February to the 
Taliban that included 
their political recogni-
tion and the release of 
prisoners, comes after a 
fatwa or religious edict 
in which the Taliban 
were urged to put an 
end to the conflict.

In the fatwa,  de-
scribed as historic by 
Ghani  on Thursday, 
some 2,000 religious 

leaders claimed that the 
war in Afghanistan is 
illegal and has no reli-
gious justification.

The conflict in Af-
ghanistan remains in a 
stagnant situation fol-
lowing the end of NATO’s 
military mission in the 
country in early 2015 
which initially helped 
the Taliban make military 
advances territorially.

T h e  g ov e r n m e n t 
controls about 56 per 
cent of the territory, 
while the Taliban con-
trol around 11 per cent, 
according to data from 
the US.
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Al Pacino joins Tarantino’s ‘Once Upon a Time in Hollywood’

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

2.40 pm,  8 pm: Kaala (Hindi)

10 am, 12.20 pm, 5.30 pm: Jurassic 
World The Fallen Kingdom (Eng 2D)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Ozzy: I’d like to play the 
Commonwealth Games in 
2020 with Black Sabbath

ABC Studios apologises for ‘Quantico’ controversial plotCelebrity chef, food critic 
Anthony Bourdain dead 

Smashing Pumpkins new 
reunion single “Solara” Leaks

De Niro criticises Trump in 
front of school students

Metal Hammer’s Golden God award recipient 
teases potential Sabbath reunion in Birmingham

O
zzy Osbourne has revealed 
that he would like to play 
the 2020 Commonwealth 
Games in Birmingham with 
Black Sabbath.

Asked by ITV News if he had con-
sidered playing the opening ceremony 
of the Games in his hometown after his 
current world tour finishes, Ozzy replied: 
“Yeah, that would be fantastic. With Black 
Sabbath or on my own.”

The metal icons officially disbanded 
in 2017, after playing their final show 
in Birmingham. Ozzy also announced 
his own farewell tour, which includes a 
headlining show at the Download Festi-
val on Sunday June 10.

Ozzy is the recipient of this year’s 
Metal Hammer Golden God award. He 
will pick it up at the ceremony, held in 
London on June 11.

“My lifetime achievement is staying 
alive,” Ozzy told ITV News of the ac-

colade. He continued: “My peers are all 
going. When that many people die, you 
do go, ‘I wonder if I’m on the list?’”

Ozzy paid tribute to late 
Motörhead mainman 
Lemmy, himself a winner 
of the Golden God award 
in 2005.

“Lemmy was a hero 
to me to the bitter end. If 
anyone had said to me, 
‘Who is a heavy metal 
person?’, I’d say Lemmy. 
He lived the lifestyle. I 
go round there one day 
and he’s got five or six 
bottles of bourbon empty. 
I said, ‘Are you collecting 
the bottles now?’ He said, 
‘No, I heard there was 37 
different bourbons, I want 
to try one of each.’”

Loudersound

T
he Smashing 
Pumpkins’ new 
single “Solara” 
has leaked. It 
is the first new 

song recorded by Billy 
Corgan, James Iha, and 
Jimmy Chamberlin since 
2000’s “Untitled.” The 
track features Grungy 
guitars and vocals.

Corgan sings during 
the chorus, ‘Tear down 
the sun/break down the 
sun/I’m not everyone.’

He also sings, ‘I am 
trying nothing but a body 
in my mind/I’m nothing 

but a body in my mind/I 
feel that something ain’t 
right.’

The song sounds a bit 
like Zeitgeist with better 
production mixed with 
Mellon Collie and the 
Infinite Sadness. There 
are definitely shades of 
Corgan and Chamberlin’s 
last song together, 2009’s 
“FOL” as well. “Solara” 
was originally written 
during the Monuments 
to an Elegy era, but was 
ditched as the followup 
Day for Night was aban-
doned.

It definitely has some 
similarities to “Anti-Hero” 
off of Monuments to an 
Elegy, but is a much bet-
ter song and doesn’t have 
the cringy at times lyrics 
that song had. Corgan’s 
clean vocal production 
and Chamberlin’s drum-
ming definitely elevate 
this song, and while it 
won’t go on anybody’s 
favorite Pumpkins songs 
of all time list, it’s a solid 
starting point for this 
new incarnation of the 
band.

Alternativenation

V
eteran ac-
tor Robert 
De Niro 
criticised US 
President 

Donald Trump while 
honouring a group of 
award-winning high 
school students.

The Oscar-winner, 
who has repeatedly 
criticised the presi-
dent in the past, 
slammed 
Trump 

while speaking at the ceremony for 
the Jimmy and Rosemary Breslin 
“American Writer Award” at the Tweed 
Courthouse in Lower Manhattan, 
reports people.com.

“The one characteristic that 
comes through all of your work that 
I read, and that is the same quality of 
everything that Jimmy Breslin wrote, 
is the truth,” said De Niro.

“Our country is led by a president 
who believes he can make up his own 

truth. And we have a word for that 
- bulls**t. So what about 

the truth? What does 
the truth even mean 
today? I mean, if 
you are Donald 
Trump it doesn’t 
mean anything,” 
he added. 

The cer-
emony was held 
in honour of high 

school seniors 
who submitted 
non-fiction stories 

centered around New 
York City.

IANS

Veteran actor Al Pacino is on board for Quentin Tarantino’s “Once Upon a Time in 
Hollywood”. Pacino has joined actors Dakota Fanning, Damian Lewis, Luke Perry, 
Brad Pitt, Leonardo DiCaprio and Margot Robbie, for the project, reports holly-
woodreporter.com. Set in Los Angeles in 1969, “Once Upon a Time in Hollywood” 
focuses on a washed-up actor (Pitt) from a Western TV series and his stunt dou-
ble (DiCaprio) struggling to survive at the end of the 1960s. Coincidentally, Pitt’s 
character, Rick Dalton, lives right next door to Tate, the starlet who was one of the 
victims in the Charles Manson murders. Tarantino wrote and will also produce 
“Once Upon a Time in Hollywood”, which is set to release in 2019. (IANS)

A
nthony Bourdain, celebrity 
chef, adventurer and televi-
sion host, has died at the age 
of 61.

Bourdain, whose “Parts 
Unknown” series launched its 11th 
season on CNN last month, was 
found dead in his hotel room 
in France, where he was 
filming an upcoming epi-
sode of the travelogue. 
The cause of death was 
suicide, reports cnn.
com. 

“It is with extraor-
dinary sadness we can 
confirm the death of 
our friend and colleague, 
Anthony Bourdain,” the 
network said in a state-
ment. 

“His love of great adven-
ture, new friends, fine food 
and drink and the remark-
able stories of the world 
made him a unique 
storyteller. His 
talents 

never ceased to amaze us and we will 
miss him very much. Our thoughts and 
prayers are with his daughter and family 
at this incredibly difficult time.”

His close friend Eric Ripert, the 
French chef, found Bourdain unrespon-

sive in his hotel room on 
Friday morning.

Bourdain was a 
master of his crafts 
-- first in the kitchen 
and then in the 
media. Through his 
TV shows and books, 
he explored the hu-
man condition and 
helped audiences 
think differently 
about food, travel 
and themselves. 

He advocated for 
marginalised popula-

tions and campaigned 
for safer working condi-

tions for restaurant 
staffs.

IANS A
ctor George Clooney, who made his 
acting debut on television in 1978 and 
is a recipient of three Golden Globe 
Awards and two Academy Awards, says 
he is proud of the changes he is seeing in 

Hollywood.
The actor was honoured with the American 

Film Institute’s AFI Life Achievement Award on 
June 8, reports hollywoodreporter.com.

During his acceptance speech he said: “I love 
being a part of this industry. I’m very proud of the 
changes I’m seeing in this industry. They’re much 
overdue.” 

He also thanked his parents, who were present, 
calling them “two of the most ethical people I know. 
Their example was always due north”. 

Clooney, 57, also spoke warmly of his 
wife Amal. 

“I thought you couldn’t have it all. I 
thought if you had a successful career you 
couldn’t have one great love and then I met 
Amal.” 

He also thanked everyone who took the 
time to toast (and roast) him throughout the 
evening.

Former US President Barack Obama appeared 
by videotape to support Clooney and said: “He 
does the whole grey hair thing better than 
me. He is a good man, a good friend, 
a good citizen and an outstand-
ing maker of film.”

IANS

Proud of changes I’m seeing in 
this industry —  George Clooney

A
BC Studios, the 
executive producers 
of Priyanka Chopras 
show “Quantico”, has 
extended an apology 

to fans who were offended by 
an episode of the show which 
portrayed Indian nationalists 
as terrorists who were trying to 
frame Pakistan in a terror plot.

They said that they regret 
stepping into “a complex 
political issue”, and they didn’t 
intend to offend anyone. 

The episode, entitled The 
Blood of Romeo, aired on June 
1. In it, Priyanka’s character, 
FBI agent Alex Parrish, thwarts 
a terror plot just days before 
a summit between India and 

Pakistan is to be held, reports 
Hollywoodreporter.com.

During her investigations, 
Parrish finds a religious Hindu 
symbol - a Rudraksh chain - on 
the neck of one of the suspects 
leading her to conclude that 
the plot was devised by Indian 
nationalists to frame Pakistan 
in a nuclear terror attack.

Some fans of the show were 
upset with the portrayal of 
Indians in the plot and took to 
Twitter to express their views. 
In fact, many fans slammed 
Priyanka for the track. 

ABC Studios clarified that 
Priyanka had no role in writing 
or directing the show: 

The statement read: “ABC 

Studios and the executive 
producers of ‘Quantico’ would 
like to extend an apology to our 
audience who were offended 
by the most recent episode, 
‘The Blood of Romeo’. The epi-
sode has stirred a lot of emo-
tion, much of which is unfairly 
aimed at Priyanka Chopra, who 
didn’t create the show, nor does 
she write or direct it. 

“She has no involvement 
in the casting of the show or 
the storylines depicted in the 
series.” 

They also stressed that 
“Quantico” is a work of fiction. 

“The show has featured 
antagonists of many dif-
ferent ethnicities and 

backgrounds, but in this case 
we inadvertently and regret-
tably stepped into a complex 
political issue. It was certainly 
not our intention to offend 
anyone,” the statement read 
further. 

“Quantico” will not be get-
ting a fourth season. The third 
season is on air in India on Star 
World. 

The cast also included Jake 
McLaughlin, Johanna Braddy, 
Russell Tovey, Alan Powell, 
Marlee Matlin and Blair Under-
wood.

IANS
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Marcelo

Daniel Lahlimpuia

Carlos Queiroz

AP/PTI

Jamaican athlete Usain Bolt gestures as he takes part in the World XI 
team’s training session, prior to the Soccer Aid for UNICEF soccer match, 
at Motspur Park, London on Friday June 8.

In this June 22, 1986 file photo, Argentina’s Diego Maradona, left, beats 
England goalkeeper Peter Shilton to a high ball and scores his first of two 
goals in a World Cup quarterfinal soccer match, in Mexico City. This goal 
has gone down as the “Hand of God” as Maradona used his left fist to 
knock a ball past England’s Shilton. The 21st World Cup begins on Thur. 
June 14, 2018, when host Russia takes on Saudi Arabia.

PTI

Afghanistan cricket team celebrates with the trophy after winning the T20 cricket match between Afghanistan 
and Bangladesh in Dehradun, Thur. June 7.

Haryana puts sports notification 
on hold after controversy

Bolt continues pursuit of 
professional football career

Delhi Dynamos sign young striker Lahlimpuia Iranian coach appeals to 
FIFA over Nike boycott

Maradona’s ‘Hand of God’ goal in 1986Neymar will be welcome at Real 
Madrid, says Marcelo

PDBA veteran badminton 
tournament on June 12 60,000 fans from Brazil to travel to Russia

Afghan skipper cautions 
India ahead of Test debut

Chandigarh / New Delhi, June 8 
(IANS): Within hours of a contro-
versy generated by the issuing of a 
notification asking sportspersons to 
deposit one-third of their earnings 
with the Haryana Sports Council, 
the state government put the notifi-
cation on hold.

Chief  Minister Manohar Lal 
Khattar tweeted that he had put 
the notification on hold and called 
for the file

“I have asked for the relevant 
file of  Sports Department to be 
shown to me & the notification 
dated 30th April to be put on hold 
till further orders.We are proud of  
the immense contribution by our 
sportspersons & I assure them of  
a just consideration of all issues af-
fecting them,” Khattar tweeted on 
Friday evening.

The Haryana government drew 
flak from the sporting fraternity 
over its move to seek one-third earn-
ings of its sportspersons who have 
government jobs.

The state government had ear-
lier on Friday defended its decision 
to do so. The notification issued by 
the Sports and Youth Welfare De-

partment Principal Secretary Ashok 
Khemka had directed sportspersons 
from Haryana to hand over one 
third of their earnings from profes-
sional events and endorsement to 
the sports council.

“One third of  the income of  
sportspersons from professional 
sports or commercial endorsement 
will be deposited with the Haryana 
State Sports Council. The money 
shall be used for development of  
sports in the state,” the order signed 
by Khemka on April 27 read.

Though the move has drawn 
widespread condemnation from 
athletes, Sports Minister Anil Vij 
as well as Khemka, a senior IAS 
officer, defended the move.

“There is nothing new in this 
decision. It is an old government 
rule. Under Rule 56, if  a govern-
ment employee earns professional 
or commercial income, he has to 
deposit one third of  the earning 
with the state government. We 
had allowed (international boxer) 
Vijender Singh to play profession-
ally. The (Punjab and Haryana) 
High Court asked us to frame rules 
in this regard. We have brought out 

the rules now,” Vij said on Friday.
Khemka said the notification 

had been issued after the state gave 
an assurance to the court that the 
Haryana government would bring 
a policy vis-a-vis those who play 
professional sports.

“Normally, government em-
ployees are not allowed to play pro-
fessional sports. The money will be 
used for the benefit of sportspersons 
only,” he said.

On the other hand, star wrestler 
Geeta Phogat told a TV channel: 
“This new rule makes a mockery 
of sportspersons. There is no such 
rule for cricketers who earn much 
more than those from other sports. 
Cricketers make a lot of  money 
from endorsement but those from 
other sports like boxing, kabaddi, 
and wrestling do not earn much.” 

“If  we give up a third of  our 
earnings, what will be left for us?” 
she asked.

International sportspersons like 
wrestler Sushil Kumar and others 
have also questioned Haryana’s 
move to “take away the hard-earned 
money of  sportspersons”. The 
notification has a direct bearing on 

a number of international and na-
tional sportspersons from Haryana, 
employed by various state govern-
ment departments.

That is not all. 
Sportspersons employed by 

government departments and par-
ticipating in professional sports or 
commercial endorsements with the 
approval to be treated as on duty 
will have to deposit their full income 
with the council.

“In case a sportsperson is treat-
ed on duty with the prior approval 
of  the competent authority while 
taking part in professional sports or 
commercial endorsement, the full 
income earned by the sportsperson 
on this account will be deposited 
with the Sports Council,” the noti-
fication added.

Sportspersons from Haryana, 
including several women, have 
brought laurels to the country in the 
Olympics, Commonwealth Games 
and Asian Games in recent years.

As many as 22 of the 66 medals 
won by India at the Commonwealth 
Games in Gold Coast, Australia in 
April were won by sportspersons 
from Haryana.

Dehradun, June 8 (IANS): Fresh from 
their 3-0 whitewash of  Bangladesh in 
the just-concluded T20 series, an upbeat 
Afghanistan skipper Asghar Stanikzai cau-
tioned India ahead of the one-off Test at the 
M.Chinnaswamy Stadium in Bengaluru 
from June 14.

Newly-promoted Afghanistan will 
make their Test debut against top-ranked 
India and Stanikzai is confident that the re-
cent drubbing of Bangladesh has lifted the 
morale of the side, despite the win coming 
in the shortest format of the game.

“Great preparation for the Test match 
against India -- the morale is high,” the skip-
per said after his side pipped Bangladesh by 

one run in the third and final T20I here on 
Thursday.

“Last couple of  years we have per-
formed well. We want to achieve it for 
Afghanistan. You see the batsmen, bowlers 
are all in good form.”

Leg-spinner Rashid Khan, the archi-
tect of  Afghanistan’s 3-0 whitewash of  
Bangladesh, might well be the frontman in 
Bengaluru and he is looking forward to the 
big occasion.

“Full credit to my fitness -- if  you’re 
fit, you can deliver in any department; 
it doesn’t matter whether I’m playing in 
league cricket or the national team, I just 
want to enjoy,” he said.   

London, June 8 (IANS): 
The world’s fastest man 
Usain Bolt said that he 
still hopes to play profes-
sional football in big clubs 
although he has got many 
offers from small division 
teams.

Bolt, who holds the 
100m world record of 9.58 
seconds set in 2009, will 
captain a World XI in this 
year’s Soccer Aid Tourna-
ment at Manchester Unit-
ed’s Old Trafford Stadium 
on June 10, reports Xinhua 
news agency.

“Football is something 
that’s always been a pas-
sion, that I always played 
over time with my friends at 
school, but because it was 
so dangerous to tackle, all 
my coaches did not allow 
me to play football,” the 
31-year-old said on Thurs-
day after training with the 
likes of former Manchester 
City player Yaya Toure and 
Arsenal and France star 
Robert Pires.

“Now that I’ve retired 
I play a lot more and I am 
trying to get into it and I’m 
just going to see where it 
goes, nothing tried nothing 
done,” Bolt added.

The eight-time Olympic 
gold medallist has made no 
secret of the fact that he is a 
devoted Manchester Unit-
ed fan, and the Jamaican 
superstar has been on trial 
with German heavyweights 
Borussia Dortmund and 
Norwegian club Strom-
godset.

“We get a lot of  offers 
but it’s from small division 
clubs so I am just giving 
myself  time to train. I’m 
taking this game as audi-

Washington, June 8 (AP): 
Diego Maradona scored 
one of  the most under-
handed goals in World 
Cup history in 1986. It’s 
known as the ‘’Hand of  
God.’’

Argentina wasn’t a 
one-man team at the tour-
nament in Mexico, but 
Maradona made it look 
like it was. That was es-
pecially true in the quar-
terfinals against England, 
when he scored one of  
the game’s greatest goals 
as well as one of  the most 
controversial.

Standing at 5-foot-5 
(1.65 meters), Maradona 
had a low center of  grav-
ity allied with exceptional 
strength, a combination 
that allowed him to wiggle 
free from opponents in a 
flash.

After his disappoint-
ment at the 1982 World 
Cup in Spain, where he 
was sent off  in Argentina’s 
final match against Brazil, 
Maradona turned up in 
Mexico with a heap of  
pressure on his back.

It was clear he was one 

tion to show off  my skills, 
to show off  what I have,” 
Bolt said.

But former Tottenham 
manager Harry Redknapp, 
who will act as the head 
coach of  Bolt’s team on 
Sunday, poured cold water 
on his ambition.

“I think he might play 
in a championship club but 

not in the Premier League,” 
the 71-year-old said when 
asked if  he would sign 
Bolt as an English Premier 
League manager.

“But I will suggest Arse-
nal sign him as soon as pos-
sible,” said Redknapp, who 
managed Arsenal’s north 
London rivals Tottenham 
from 2008-2012.

Tehran, June 8 (IANS): 
Iran national football 
team’s head coach Car-
los Queiroz has called on 
FIFA to intervene after 
US sportswear giant Nike 
said it would not provide 
shoes to Iranian players in 
the World Cup in line with 
American sanctions, media 
reports said.

“Players get used to 
their sports equipment, and 
it’s not right to change them 
a week before such impor-
tant matches,” Press TV 
quoted Queiroz as saying.

“We call on FIFA to 
come to our help in this 
issue,” he said.

Iran’s first Group B 
match will be held against 
Morocco in St. Petersburg 
on June 15 and Iranian 
players will have to wear 
another brand while 60 per 
cent of  all players in the 
32-team World Cup will be 
wearing Nike’s shoes. 

Nike said its decision 
was in line with US Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s an-
nouncement in May to 

New Delhi, June 8 (IANS): 
Indian Super League (ISL) 
outfit Delhi Dynamos on 
Friday announced the sign-
ing of young forward Daniel 
Lahlimpuia on a two-year 
deal.

The 20-year-old played 
for Bengaluru FC in the 
last three years. The Mizo 
striker was also part of the 
Chennaiyin FC squad back 
in ISL Season 3.

He started his career 
with the Chandigarh Foot-

ball Academy back in 2007, 
before moving to the AIFF 
Elite Academy in 2013 
where he spent two years. 

“I am delighted to sign 
for Delhi Dynamos. The 
club’s ethos is based on giv-
ing young players a chance 
and I feel at this stage of my 
career it is the ideal step for 
me. I want to contribute to 
the success of the club in the 
coming years,” Lahlimpuia 
said in a statement.

Lahlimpuia played a 

Dimapur, June 8 (EMN): The 
Phek District Badminton Asso-
ciation (PDBA) is organising a 
one day veteran badminton tourna-
ment- cum- get together for Phek 
district veteran players on June 12 
at the residential compound of Sa-
chopra Vero, Rtd. NCS above ATI 
Kohima at 10 am. This was stated 
in a press note

The programme is being organ-
ised by PDBA in view of hosting 
the 42nd Nagaland Inter-District 
Badminton Tournament and Open 
Championship 2018 by the PDBA.

All the interested veteran play-
ers- 35 years and above have been 

requested to join.
Further, the PDBA also in-

formed its members that team 
selection would be conducted on 
June 16 at Pfutsero starting from 
10 am for all categories except 
veterans.

All the interested members 
have been requested to report on 
the mentioned date for PDBA 
2018 team selection for the Na-
galand Inter-District Badminton 
Tournament and Open Champi-
onship.

For further detail, contact Kel-
hikha Kenye, president PDBA 
8413083633.

Rio de Janeiro, June 8 (IANS): 
At least 60,000 citizens of  Brazil 
will travel to Russia to support 
the national team during the 
upcoming 2018 FIFA World 
Cup, Brazilian Foreign Minister 
Aloysio Nunes said.

“At least 60,000 Brazilians 
have already bought tickets. This 
is way above the average annual 
figure of  1,500,” the Globo TV 
quoted the Minister as saying on 
its website.

Brazil will open five tempo-
rary consulate offices in Kazan, 
Samara, Rostov-on-Don, Sochi 
and St. Petersburg. Every con-
sulate will have at least three 

employees, including Russian-
speaking ones. 

Brazil has also hired a legal 
adviser for the duration of  the 
tournament, reports Tass news 
agency.

The Brazilian Foreign Minis-
try and the Ministry of  Sports has 
also issued a 134-page guide to 
give fans a better understanding 
of  Russian traditions and laws. It 
will be distributed in airports and 
at Brazil’s consulates in Russia.

The 2018 FIFA World Cup 
kicks off  next Thursday with the 
opening match in the Russian 
capital of  Moscow between hosts 
Russia and Saudi Arabia.

of  the most talented play-
ers in the history of  the 
game, but to be bracketed 
alongside Pele as the best 
ever, he surely needed to 

win the World Cup.
Maradona handled the 

pressure .
Perhaps no player has 

ever dominated a World 

London, June 8 (IANS): Brazil and Real 
Madrid full-back Marcelo has said that his 
national teammate Neymar would be wel-
come at the Spanish club, should he decide 
to leave Paris Saint-Germain this summer.

Neymar’s father, Neymar Santos Jr, is 
reportedly negotiating with Real Madrid 
officials in a bid to secure his son’s move to 
the Bernabeu this summer, reports Xinhua 
news agency.

Marcelo denied suggestions that Real 
Madrid forward Cristiano Ronaldo, who 
is said to be considering leaving the Span-
ish capital after nine seasons, is against the 
move.

“Cristiano Ronaldo doesn’t own Real 
Madrid, if the president chooses -- anyone 
can be there,” Marcelo told a press confer-
ence in London on Thursday, where Brazil 
are currently taking part in a pre-World Cup 
training camp.

“There’s no such thing as Neymar not 
being there because Cristiano is there. All 
of the players want Ronaldo to stay at Real 
Madrid, but one thing is not related to the 
other. The door is always open for Neymar 
to join,” he added.

“I think the best players in the world have 
to play at Real Madrid, and I have been say-
ing for two or three years that, for me, one 
day Neymar will be there.”

Neymar became the world’s most expen-

Cup as much as Mara-
dona did in 1986. That was 
evident at Azteca Stadium 
where Argentina met Eng-
land in their first match 
since the 1982 Falklands 
War.

This was the match 
that cemented Maradona’s 
complex reputation.

Early in the second 
half, Maradona scored his 
first goal. England defend-
er Steve Hodge intercepted 
a pass and flicked the ball 
back toward goalkeeper 
Peter Shilton. But Mara-
dona, who had made his 
way into the penalty area 
after the previous attack 
fizzled, leapt up and got to 
the ball before Shilton. The 
ball somehow trickled into 
the net.

Replays showed Mara-
dona used his left fist, not 
his head, to score. After 
the match, he explained 
the goal came ‘’a little with 
the head of  Maradona and 
a little with the hand of  
God.’’

Later in the match, as 
if  intent on showcasing 
his incredible potential, 

Maradona picked up the 
ball around the halfway 
line and toyed with the 
English players. Through 
a myriad of  dribbles, feints 
and sheer body strength, he 
scored what many consider 
the greatest individual goal 
of  all time.

Despite a late fightback 
from England, Argentina 
held on to win 2-1 and 
make the semifinals, where 
Maradona scored another 
fantastic individual goal 
against Belgium. In the 
final, West Germany con-
tained him - up to a point.

After coming back from 
2-0 down, West Germany 
was looking strong. How-
ever, with minutes to go 
in regular time, Maradona 
threaded a pass through 
to Jorge Burruchaga, who 
calmly slotted it past goal-
keeper Harald Schumacher 
to secure Argentina’s sec-
ond World Cup victory.

Maradona would have 
more highs - and lows - in 
his career, but his exploits 
in 1986 will forever seal his 
status as one of  the greatest 
players of  all time.

sive footballer last August when he joined 
Paris Saint-Germain from Barcelona for 
a world record transfer fee of 222 million 
euros ($261.155).

Despite missing almost three months 
due to a foot injury, the 26-year-old scored 
28 goals and provided 16 assists across 
all competitions in 2017-18, helping Paris 
Saint-Germain to the Ligue 1 title as well 
as the French and League Cups.

However speculation has mounted that 
the Brazilian is not happy in France and that 
he wants to return to Spain.

pivotal role in Bengaluru 
FC’s AFC Cup campaign 
over the years helping them 
reach the finals, while also 
leading them to the next 
round this year. 

The striker has been re-
warded for his consistent 
performances by the na-
tional team as well, making 
his debut in September 2016 
against Puerto Rico.

He has represented the 
country in the age group 
categories as well and has 
also captained the U-19 
side.

“My aim is to give my 
100 per cent in every game 
that I play and make the 
most of this opportunity. I 
want the fans to go home 
happy after they see our side 
play,” the striker added.

Delhi Dynamos Direc-
tor Rohan Sharma said: 
“We are extremely happy to 
get Daniel on-board. He is 
a young, talented footballer 
who is hungry to achieve 
more and that is the passion 
we are looking for in our 
players. I am confident Dan-
iel can become a mainstay 
in this side.”

withdraw from Iran’s nucle-
ar deal and reimpose sanc-
tions on the Islamic repub-
lic, Xinhua news agency 
reported.

The sanctions are to 
kick in six months after 
the announcement, but a 
number of European com-
panies have jumped the gun 
and already started wind-
ing down business in Iran.
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England, Portugal enjoy easy 
warm-up wins; Iceland held

Latin American fans top global demand for Russia World Cup tickets

Lanzini injury blow for Argentina

Nagaland veteran badminton tourney underway

Bates, Green tons power New Zealand women to record ODI total
Ruthless 

Nadal crushes 
Del Potro

Thiem ends fearless Cecchinato's 
run to reach French Open final

Harry Kane signs new 6-year contract with Tottenham

Portugal's Goncalo Guedes celebrates after scoring a brace.

Manuel Lanzini

Austria's Dominic Thiem raises his arms in victory as he defeats Italy's Marco Cecchinato during 
their semifinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium on Fri. 
June 8 in Paris.

AP/PTI

Organisers, participants and match officials of the 4th All Nagaland Open Veteran and Sub-veteran Badminton Tournament on Fri. June 
8 in Kohima.

EM Images

Berne, June 8 (Reuters): 
England and Portugal en-
joyed comfortable home 
wins in their final World 
Cup warm-up matches on 
Thursday, beating Costa 
Rica 2-0 and Algeria 3-0 
respectively.

South Korea were 
held to an unimpressive 
0-0 draw against Bolivia 
while Iceland, the surprise 
packages of Euro 2016 
who are looking to pull 
off more upsets in Rus-
sia, drew 2-2 at home to 
Ghana after leading 2-0.

A stunning strike from 
Marcus Rashford and a 
Danny Welbeck header 
gave a confident-looking 
England victory over the 
Central Americans in a 
meeting of two World Cup 
qualifiers in Leeds.

England, whose man-
ager Gareth Southgate 
made 10 changes from the 
side which beat Nigeria 
2-1 at Wembley on Satur-
day, dominated posses-
sion against a mostly un-
adventurous Costa Rica 
side but they created few 
clear chances.

The match was the 
last for both teams before 

FIFA WORLD CUP

5 DAYS TO GO5 DAYS TO GO
RUSSIA 2018

their World Cup openers, 
England facing Tunisia 
on June 18 and Costa Rica 
meeting Serbia the day 
before.

Fo r w a rd  G o n c a l o 
Guedes staked his claim 
for a place in Portugal’s 

starting line-up with two 
goals in the win over Al-
geria, who missed out on 
Russia, at a soggy Stadium 
of Light in Lisbon.

Guedes fired the Eu-
ropean champions ahead 
from Bernardo Silva’s 

cushioned header and 
nodded in the third from 
Raphael Guerreiro’s cross.

Captain Crist iano 
Ronaldo, making his only 
appearance in the warm-
up friendlies, set up the 
second for Bruno Fer-

Our Correspondent
Kohima, June 8 (EMN): 
The fourth All Nagaland 
Open Veteran and Sub-
veteran Badminton Tour-
nament got underway on 
Fri. June 8 at the Indoor 
Badminton Stadium, Ko-
hima, under the theme 
‘Health is Wealth’.

International badmin-
ton referee H Gyaneshor 
Singh graced the inaugu-
ral function of the two-
day championships and 
officially declared the 

tournament open.
78 players from differ-

ent districts will be play-
ing under 38 teams in five 
events categories: 35+, 
40+, 45+, 50+ and 55+. 
The biennial tournament 
is being organised by Ko-
hima-based club, Capital 
Shuttlers.

Speaking at the in-
augural programme, the 
club’s vice president Jopi 
shared a brief background 
of the tournament. He 
said games and sports 

are essential for overall 
growth of the body and 
mind, and added that it 
was encouraging to see 
growing enthusiasm for 
the game in the recent 
years. He also said that 
veterans have passed 
their prime but was here 
to exhibit their skills as 
well as to promote fitness 
through their love for the 
game.

According to the or-
ganisers, two state play-
ers will not be allowed 

to team up to play in the 
tournament in order to 
maintain neutrality and to 
give chance to non-state 
players to have a shot for 
the titles in a true com-
petitive spirit.

Till Friday evening, the 
quarter finals matches 
have been completed and 
the second day will begin 
with the semi finals. The 
closing function of the 
tournament is scheduled 
to be held at 4 pm on Sat. 
June 9.

Barcelona, June 8 (IANS): Argentina's 
preparations for FIFA World Cup suffered 
a blow as attacking midfielder Manuel 
Lanzini was ruled out of the 32-nation 
football tournament after suffering a sus-
pected serious knee injury during training 
on Friday.

"Manuel Lanzini suffered, in today's 
morning training, the rupture of the an-
terior cruciate ligament of his right knee," 
read a statement on Argentina's national 
team's Twitter handle.

According to media reports, the West 
Ham United player will be out of action 
for around six months, dealing a big blow 
to Jorge Sampaoli-coached Argentina's 
preparations for the tournament, begin-
ning in Russia from June 14.

Lanzini featured regularly in the 
warm-up matches and was considered 
an integral part of Argentina's midfield.

Now, Sampaoli will now be forced into 
a tactical re-think. The coach is expected 
to name a replacement soon. Among the 
names expected to be called up are Diego 
Perotti, Enzo Perez and Leandro Paredes.

Meanwhile, defender Nicolas Ota-
mendi, forward Paulo Dybala and mid-
fielder Javier Mascherano sent words 
of consolation and encouragement to 
25-year-old Lanzini, who might require 
a surgery.

"A lot of strength @manulanzini there 
are no words that comfort this moment, 
but football is going to give you rematch," 
Otamendi wrote on Twitter.

Paris, June 8 (Reuters): 
Austrian Dominic Thiem’s 
rise to the top continued 
when he ended unher-
alded Italian Marco Cec-
chinato’s run to reach the 
final of the French Open 
with a 7-5 7-6(10) 6-1 win 
on Friday.

The seventh seed, 
the first Austrian man to 
reach a Grand Slam final 
since Thomas Muster tri-
umphed at Roland Gar-
ros in 1995, will take on 
either Argentine fifth seed 
Juan Martin del Potro or 
10-times champion Rafael 
Nadal.

Cecchinato, the world 
number 72, played fear-
lessly and used his whole 
arsenal of claycourt weap-
ons, but he came up short 
against the only player to 
beat Nadal on his favourite 
surface this season.

T h e  2 4 - y e a r - o l d 
Thiem, the youngest man 
since Nadal to reach the 
final in Paris, ended the 
contest on his first match 
point with a forehand win-
ner.

“Maybe the experience 

helped a little bit but the 
big key was the second set 
tiebreak because it was 
very close and I saved I 
think three set points,” 
said Thiem.

“If lost that tiebreak it 
would have been a very 
close match I think and I 
didn’t want that.

“Of course it’s very im-
portant to have a good re-
covery now. I’ll watch the 
other semi-final to study... 
my opponent and then it’s 
full power on Sunday.”

Cecchinato, who was 
suspended for match-fix-
ing in 2016 before being 
cleared on a technicality, 
proved to be no pushover 
even though he had never 
won a match at a major 
before this year’s French 
Open.

Nerves settled
Thiem was the aggres-

sor early on and he broke 
in the first game before 
holding to love for a 2-0 
lead.

Cecchinato’s nerves 
settled and the Sicilian un-
leashed some trademark 
backhand winners but 

Thiem had too much pace 
and power.

Cecchinato mixed it up 
with drop shots and grad-
ually found his range to 
set up three break points 
at 4-3, which Thiem saved 
thanks to his strong first 
serve.

The Austrian netted 
an easy volley to give an-
other opportunity to Cec-
chinato, which he seized, 
forcing his opponent to a 
backhand error.

Thiem sent Cecchi-
nato scurrying around the 
court before breaking de-
cisively for a 6-5 lead with 
a lovely forehand winner. 
He then held serve to bag 
the first set.

The second set turned 
into a tight tactical battle 
with neither able to break 
serve. Thiem’s massive 
forehand allowed him to 
race into a 5-2 lead in the 
tiebreak.

But the Austrian got 
nervous and wasted sever-
al set points, one of them 
when he shanked a rou-
tine volley at 6-4.

“When I missed that 

Moscow, June 8 (IANS): 
Latin American fans are 
leading global demand 
for tickets to the World 
Cup in Russia, football 
governing body FIFA 
has said.

Some 2,403,116 tick-
ets have been sold since 
sales began Septem-
ber 2017, FIFA said in a 
statement.

Russian fans lead 

the way, having bought 
871,797 tickets, followed 
by the US (88,825), 
Brazi l  (72,512),  Co-
lombia (65,234), Ger-
many (62,541), Mexico 
(60,302) ,  Argent ina 
(54,031), Peru (43,583), 
China (40,251), Australia 
(36,359) and England 
(32,362).

The World Cup will 
begin on June 14 when 

Russia meet Saudi Ara-
bia at Luzhniki Stadium 
here. The final will be 
played at the same ven-
ue on July 15, Xinhua 
news agency reported.

F I FA  s a i d  a  n e w 
batch of tickets for all 
matches would be made 
available on a first-come 
first-served basis on Fri-
day.

"Fans are advised 

to place their orders as 
soon as tickets go on 
sale as high demand is 
expected and tickets 
are likely to sell out very 
quickly," the statement 
said.

F I FA  a d d e d  t h a t 
discounted tickets for 
seats with a partially 
obstructed view will also 
be made available for 
Russian residents only.

nandes to head in. Portu-
gal open their campaign 
against Spain on June 15.

Famed for their phy-
sique and set-piece prow-
ess, Iceland went ahead 
in the sixth minute when 
defender Kari Arnasson 
headed home a corner 
via a defender and Alfred 
Finnbogason made it two 
before the break.

Ghana, who failed to 
qualify for the World Cup, 
hit back through Kasim 
Nuhu before Thomas 
Partey fired home three 
minutes from time.

Shortly before the 
match, the Ghanaian gov-
ernment announced that 
it would dissolve its FA 
after officials, including 
the body’s president, were 
shown in a documentary 
taking kickbacks, Infor-
mation Minister Musta-
pha Abdul-Hamid said.

The two-hour docu-
mentary, “When Greed 
and Corruption Become 
the Norm”, was pro-
vided to the authorities 
last month before being 
screened in public for the 
first time on Wednesday.

volley it wasn’t a very nice 
feeling. It was destructive 
a little bit,” Thiem, who 
won two claycourt tourna-
ments this season, said.

His huge serve helped 
him to save set points too 
and he finally gained the 
upper hand to take a two-
set lead.

Thiem went for the 
jugular in the third set and 
after racing to a 4-0 lead in 
double quick, he finished 
off the job to reach his first 
Grand Slam final.

Dublin, June 8 (Reuters): Captain 
Suzie Bates and batswoman Maddy 
Green struck centuries against Ire-
land to help New Zealand women 
post 490-4, the highest score in 
one-day international history in 
their first ODI on Friday.

Bates hit two sixes and 24 
boundaries to score 151 runs from 
94 balls while middle-order player 

Green scored 121 runs with one six 
and 15 boundaries.

New Zealand shattered a 
21-year-old record that they previ-
ously set when they scored 455-5 
against Pakistan at Christchurch 
in 1997.

The highest ODI score in the 
men’s game was set in 2016 when 
England scored 444-3 against Paki-

stan at Nottingham.
Batswomen Jess Watkin and 

Amelia Kerr also chipped in with 
half-centuries.

New Zealand were particularly 
harsh on Ireland leg-spinner Cara 
Murray who went for 119 runs in 
her 10 overs.

However, Murray did claim two 
wickets for Ireland.

London, June 8 (AP): 
England captain Harry 
Kane signed a new six-
year contract with Tot-
tenham on Friday.

Br i t i s h  m e d i a  re -
ported Kane doubled his 
100,000 pound ($133,700) 
weekly salary.

Kane's previous con-
tract signed in 2016 was 
set to run until 2022, but 
with the striker expected 
to attract interest from 
some of Europe's biggest 
clubs, chairman Daniel 
Levy moved proactively.

Kane has more than 
20 goals in each of the 
last four English Premier 
Leagues, and delivered a 

career-best 30 this cam-
paign as Spurs secured 
a third consecutive top-
three finish.

The announcement 
came just two weeks af-
ter Tottenham manager 
Mauricio Pochettino 
signed a five-year con-
tract, ending speculation 
over his future.

The significant in-
crease of Kane's salary 
marks a departure from 
the London club's policy, 
with Tottenham having 
previously refused to 
match the sort of wages 
offered by its major Pre-
mier League rivals.

However, with a move 

into the club's brand 
new 62,000-seat sta-
d i u m  i m m i n e n t 
and Champions 
League qualifica-
tion secured for a 
third successive 
season, there ap-
pears to have been 
a change in ap-
proach by 
c h a i r -
m a n 
Daniel 

Levy.
The 24-year-

old Kane will cap-
tain his country 
at the World Cup 
in Russia, with 
England's open-
ing game coming 

against Tunisia in 
Volgograd 

i n  1 0 
days.

 

Ruthless Rafael Nadal 
punished Juan Martin del 
Potro for missed oppor-
tunities as he reached his 
11th French Open final 
with a 6-4 6-1 6-2 victory 
on Friday.

Argentine Del Potro 
often had Nadal in trouble 
in a ferocious first set but 
paid heavily for failing 
to convert any of the six 
break points that came his 
way at 1-1 and 4-4.

Ten-times champion 
Nadal then pounced in 
the 10th game to take the 
opening set and fifth seed 
Del Potro's challenged 
evaporated in the Court 
Philippe Chatrier sun-
shine.

Nadal took a strangle-
hold on the match and 
powered on to victory in 
two hours 14 minutes to 
set up a final against Aus-
tria's seventh seed Domi-
nic Thiem.


