
Former president Pranab Mukherjee with Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) chief Mohan Bhagwat at 
the closing ceremony of ‘Tritiya Varsha Sangh Shiksha Varg’, an (RSS) event to mark the conclusion of a 
three-year training camp for Swayamsevaks, in Nagpur on Thursday, June 07, 2018.
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Funeral  a t  12 noon in  Dimapur on June 8 

Any attempt to define India through religion, 
intolerance will dilute its existence – Pranab

Litterateur Achilla Erdican is no more 

‘Demanding what’s rightfully 
ours,’ says agitating SSA teachers  

All electricity meters to 
be smart prepaid in 3 
years – Minister

Rajnath asks Kashmir separatists to talk peace

Government seeks explanation from 
Facebook by June 20 over data sharing
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 26° 21°

Agartala 32° 25°

Gangtok 28° 16°

Guwahati 36° 25°

Imphal 28° 20°

Itanagar 34° 23°

Shillong 24° 19°

Delhi 41° 30°

Kolkata 34° 27°

Chennai 37° 27°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 27° 18°
DIMAPUR 34° 25°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 33mm 90%
DIMAPUR 9mm 94%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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A successful man is 
one who can lay a 

firm foundation with 
the bricks others have 

thrown at him.

~ David Brinkley

Sar, one question before I go 
to Nagaland... Which tribe 

should I adopt?

Mirror Takes

~ Arien

Nagpur, June 7 (PTI): Former 
President Pranab Mukherjee 
today warned that any attempt 
to define India through "religion, 
hatred, dogmas and intolerance" 
will dilute our existence and said 
public discourses must be freed 
of all forms of violence, as he 
addressed an RSS event despite 
criticism by the Congress and his 
family.

Asserting that India's iden-
tity has emerged through a long-
drawn process of confluence, 
assimilation and co-existence, 
Mukherjee, in a strong-worded 
speech on 'nation, nationalism 
and patriotism' in context of 
Bharat, said India's soul resides in 
pluralism and tolerance.

Mukherjee's message to hun-
dreds of 'pracharaks' and top-
brass of the Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh, which is often 
described as a Hindu right-wing 
organisation, was described as a 
'mirror of truth to the RSS' by the 
Congress, whose several leaders 
have so far been critical of his 
decision to attend the event here 
at the Sangh headquarters.

At the same time, the Hin-
dutva leaders including S Guru-
murthy said Mukherjee talked 
about nationalism not being 
limited to any religious identity, 
which was the same message de-
livered by the RSS chief Mohan 
Bhagwat.

In an apparent reference to 
the 'one-nation-one-culture ide-
ology' often identified with the 

 Merkel expresses skepticism 
over upcoming G7 summit |  P9

RSS, Mukherjee said India's 
nationhood is not "one lan-
guage, one religion and one 
enemy". 

"It is 'perennial univer-
salism' of 1.3 billion peo-
ple who use 122 languages 
and 1600 dialects...practice 
seven major religions... live 
under one system, one flag 
and one identity of being 
Bhartiya and have 'no en-
emies'. That is what makes 
Bharat a diverse and united 
nation," he said.

Mukherjee, who served 
as President of India be-
tween 2012 and 2017, said, 

"Every day, we see increased 
violence around us. At the 
heart of this violence is dark-
ness, fear and mistrust. We 
must free our public dis-
course from all forms of 
violence, physical as well as 
verbal." 

In remarks that come 
amid an outrage over in-
cidents of rapes including 
of minors, he talked about 
"soul of India" getting 
wounded, every time a child 
or woman is brutalised and 
"manifestations of rage are 
tearing our social fabric".

Mukherjee said only "a 

non-violent society" can 
ensure the participation of 
all sections of people in the 
democratic process, espe-
cially the marginalised and 
dispossessed.

"We must move from 
anger, violence and conflict 
to peace, harmony and hap-
piness," he said.

Mukherjee also talked 
about thousands years of 
Indian history, including the 
rules of various dynasties, 
Muslim invaders, a mercan-
tile company and then the 
British empire. He quoted 
from works of Jawahar Lal 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, June 7 (EMN): 
Recipient of the Governor’s 
Award in 2011 for distin-
guished achievement in 
the field of literature Achil-
la Imlong Erdican passed 
away on Thur. June 7 at 
around 8 pm at a private 
hospital in Dimapur after a 
prolong illness. She was 89 
years old and is survived by 
her husband Dr. Albert G 
Erdican. 

Born on May 9 1929 to 
late Imlong Chang and Im-
charenla from Sipongsang 
village in Tuensang district, 
Imlong Erdican was the 
first lady to matriculate 
from the Chang commu-
nity. She was also the first 
Chang lady to receive a BA 
in 1955. She received her 
BA and M.Ed. degrees from 
Linefield College in Oregon 
in USA in 1958, besides M. 
LS from the University of 
Western Ontario in Ontario, 
in Canada in 1970.

Imlong Erdican  also 

Dimapur, June 7 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Sarva Shiksha 
Abhiyan Teachers’ Associa-
tion (NSSATA) has clarified 
that the SSA teachers of 
2010 and 2013 batches were 
appointed regular state 
employees and not as was 
being contented by the gov-
ernment of Nagaland.

The organisation stated 
that the SSA teachers of 2010 
and 2013, numbering 2730 
teachers, were appointed 
through an order 'EDS/SSA-
CPA/009-2008 (I) and (II) 
and no. DSE/RS/2011 as 

Nehru, Rabindra Nath Tagore, 
Bal Gangadhar Tilak and oth-
ers and praised Sardar Vallab 
Bhai Patel for uniting India by 
bringing the princely states 
into the main fold.

Before the former presi-
dent spoke, RSS chief Mo-
han Bhagwat said the debate 
over Mukherjee's decision 
to attend the RSS event was 
"meaningless" and no one is 
an outsider for his organisa-
tion. Mukherjee's decision 
to attent the RSS event has 
already triggered a major po-
litical slugfest with several 
Congress leaders criticising 
his decision.

While senior Congress 
leader Ahmed Patel expressed 
his disapproval at Mukherjee 
visiting the RSS headquar-
ters, the former president's 
daughter Sharmistha said her 
father was giving the BJP and 
the Sangh a handle to plant 
false stories with his decision 
to speak at the event.

S p e a k i n g  a h e a d  o f 
Mukherjee's speech, Bhagwat 
said Mukherjee will remain 
what he is and the Sangh will 
remain the Sangh even after 
the event.

Bhagwat said his organi-
sation wants to unify the en-
tire society and no one was an 
outsider for it.

People may have different 
views but they are all children 
of mother India, he said.

Bhagwat said the Sangh 
has inviting prominent peo-
ple to its event every year.

Those present at today's 
event also included former 
prime minister Lal Bahadu 
Shastri's son Sunil Shastri, as 
also Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose's nephew Ardhendu 
Bose along with his wife and 
son.

Earlier in the day, Mukher-
jee described Keshav Baliram 
Hedgewar as a "great son of 
Mother India' as he visited the 
birthplace of the RSS found-
ing Sarsanghachalak.

"Today I came here to 
pay my respect and hom-
age to a great son of Mother 
India," Mukherjee wrote in a 
visitor's book at Hedgewar's 
birthplace ahead of his much-
anticipated speech at the RSS 
headquarters here.

The Sangh describes itself 
as a nationalist and cultural 
organisation rather than a 
political or religious one. It 
was founded by Hedgewar , 
on September 27, 1925 on Vi-
jayadashami day at his house 
here. 

The name 'Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh' was 
selected for the organisation 
on April 17, 1926 from a list of 
four names -- Jaripatka Man-
dal, Bharat Uddharak Mandal, 
Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh, 
and Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh. 

Nagaland police shoots off 
fake news alert 
Dimapur, June 7 (EMN): Faced with mount-
ing cases of ‘fake news’ through various 
social media platforms, a rattled Nagaland 
police establishment on Thursday issued a 
statement to the local press urging citizens 
to exercise restraint and caution.

“In the recent past a large number of 
fake news and rumours have been floated 
on the social media groups like Whatsapp, 
Facebook, Twitter etc. These news items 
have created false alarm in the society and 
sometimes these rumours can take an ugly 
turn by causing conflict among various sec-
tions of the public...It is requested that all 
social media users should exercise extreme 
caution while sharing any such information 
with friends or public,” read a statement 
from the director Nagaland police authori-
ties on Thursday. 

It suggested to citizens to confirm the 
authenticity of information ‘from official 
channels or sources.’   

“Needless to say that an element of 
criminality is also associated with people 
originating such information or also sharing 
such information. Therefore Nagaland Police 
would like to appeal and advise everyone 
to kindly cooperate on the matter and exer-
cise caution while circulating info on social 
media.”

Official contacts for such interface with 
the police are: 
Facebook account: D (space) G (space) P 
(Space) Nagaland
Facebook page: DGP Nagaland 
Twitter: DGP Nagaland 
Whatsapp no: 8258829982 

Rengma Hoho defends its 
Naga Hoho representative 
Dimapur, June 7 (EMN): The Rengma Hoho 
on Thursday stated that it has no objection 
to one of its representatives, Kenyuseng 
Tep, holding the post of deputy speaker in 
the Naga Hoho.

“Rengma Hoho express its regret that 
those individuals questioning the leadership 
of our member in the service of the Naga 
is purely an ulterior motive to tarnish his 
image in particular and the Rengmas in gen-
eral. It is our sincere efforts that prejudices 
do not rule the societies of the Nagas,” read 
the statement from the organisation. 

It asserted ‘its commitment that any of 
its members participating in any organisa-
tion which involve the interest of Naga will 
have the full backing of our people.’ 

Northern Angami Chükehie 
clarifies ‘chief guest’ error 
Dimapur, June 7 (EMN): The Northern 
Angami Chükehie Society has stated that it 
“inadvertently and wrongly mentioned the 
chief minister, Neiphiu Rio to be the chief 
guest” during a programme in Kohima. 

A press release from the society on 
Thursday stated that naming the chief min-
ister as 'chief guest' was against the policy 
of the incumbent government which had 
announced earlier to do away with 'VIP' and 
'chief guest culture.' 

It apologised to the chief minister for 
what it stated was an oversight on the organi-
sation's part. The society expressed gratitude 
to “all the well wishers who have generously 
contributed for (sic) the success of the pro-
gramme. We especially the thank the chief 
minister for the magnanimity shown to the 
people of northern Angami area.”

served the community as 
general secretary of the 
Chang Tribal Council dur-
ing 1947-49, and the gov-
ernment as asst. education 

officer in the ministry of 
Education during 1959-
60, a teacher at Methodist 
Secondary English School 
in Malaysia during 1961-

63. She was also a special 
officer for Tuensang Affairs 
of the government of Na-
galand from 1964 to 1969. 
She was the first Guides 
commissioner during 1966-
1969, and a member of the 
Advisory Council of Bha-
nastali Girls College in Ra-
jasthan from 1967 to 1969. 
She was a faculty member 
of the Emory University 
of Atlanta, USA from 1976 
to 2010 and an editor and 
compiler of the Chang-
English, English-Chang 
Dictionary 2003.

Erdican married Dr. 
Erdican, an American citi-
zen, on Nov. 25 1970 and 
returned to Nagaland in 
2011 after spending more 
than 40 years in the United 
States. 

Family  sources in-
formed that the funeral 
service of Erdican will be 
held at Thongo Enclave 
house no. 148, Duncan 
Road, in Dimapur at 12 
noon on Friday.  

regular state employees 
through advertisement no. 
ED/ADMN/1/2009-10 and 
no. ED/EXAM/2010-11, re-
spectively and not as stated 
in the press release dated 
06/06/18 issued by the gov-
ernment.’

A press release from the 
association on Thursday 
stated that it was demand-
ing what was ‘rightfully’ 
theirs. It cited an RTI reply 
from the department of 
School Education stating 
that the "post creation is not 
done by SSA. It is a govern-
ment of Nagaland under-

taking. ‘Hence, teachers are 
appointed on a regular basis 
and their service is not co-
terminus with SSA project’ 
which makes us regular 
employees.”

It also cited a ‘written 
assurance from the gov-
ernment of Nagaland that 
the ‘inclusion of the sal-
ary of SSA teachers under 
Non-Plan shall be taken 
up at the appropriate time, 
and the state government 
shall take all necessary steps 
and measures to the extent 
possible to ensure timely 
release of salary.’ 

“The SSA teachers have 
been served with numer-
ous assurances time and 
again but the government 
has failed to implement 
the steps and measures 
vis-à-vis salaries are not 
paid regularly, the inclusion 
of salary under Non-Plan 
and the benefits and allow-
ances enjoyed by the other 
government employees are 
yet to be implemented," the 
group stated. "So, the teach-
ers have every right to seek 
justice through democratic 
means till the government 
fulfils our demands.” 

New Delhi, June 7 (IANS): All 
electricity meters in India will 
become smart prepaid meters 
in the next three years, Union 
Power Minister R.K. Singh said 
on Thursday. Addressing meter 
manufacturers at a meeting 
here, the Minister asked them 
to scale up manufacturing of 
smart prepaid meters as their 
demand is bound go up in the 
coming years, according to a 
Power Ministry statement. 

"In the next 3 years, meter-
ing will go smart and gone will 
be the days of bills reaching your 
house. So, need of the hour is 
to scale up manufacturing of 
smart prepaid meters and to 
bring down their prices," the 
statement cited Singh as saying.

He also advised the ministry 
officials to consider making 
smart meters mandatory af-

ter a particular date. "This will 
revolutionise the power sector 
by way of reduced AT&C (aggre-
gate technical and commercial) 
losses, better health of discoms, 
incentivisation of energy con-
servation and ease of bill pay-
ments, etcetera," he said. 

According to the ministry, 
smart metering will also gen-
erate employment for skilled 
youth. The meeting discussed 
various aspects of smart meters 
like Bureau of Indian Standards 
(BIS) certification, compatibility 
with RF/GPRS and harmonisa-
tion with existing digital infra-
structure, it added. 

Power Secretary A.K. Bhalla, 
Additional Secretary Sanjiv 
Nandan Sahai and Joint Secre-
tary Arun Kumar Verma were 
among the officials present in 
the meeting. 

Srinagar, June 7 (IANS): 
Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh on Thursday urged 
separatist leaders to hold 
talks for peace in Jammu 
and Kashmir, saying a dia-
logue needed "right-mind-
ed people" and not neces-
sarily like-minded people 
to succeed.

"We can talk to anyone. 
We are open to talks with 
all. But talks should be for 
peace. For talks, you need 
not to speak to like-minded 
people but it is important 
to talk to right-minded peo-
ple," Rajnath Singh told 
reporters here.

He said the central 
government intended to 
open a dialogue in Kashmir 

and therefore appointed 
its Special Representative 
Dineshwar Sharma who vis-
ited the state 11 times since 
he was given the assign-
ment in October last year.

"He doesn't come here 
on tourist trips. He meets 

the people of the state 
to find solutions to their 
problems. I am sticking 
to what I said on my first 
visit to Kashmir (as Home 
Minister) that we want 
talks with every section of 
the society to resolve their 
problems."

He said the BJP govern-
ment was firmly commit-
ted to solve the problems 
of Kashmir and not to let it 
linger on. The Home Min-
ister is on a two-day visit to 
Jammu and Kashmir to as-
sess the security situation in 
the aftermath of the May 16 
ceasefire announced by the 
central government during 
the Muslim holy month 
Ramadan.

New Delhi, June 7 (IANS): The Indian 
government has asked social networking 
major Facebook to explain reports that 
it had allowed phone and other device 
manufacturers access to its users' personal 
information, including that of their friends 
without taking their explicit consent.

"The government of India is deeply 
concerned about reports of such lapses 
and violations," a statement issued by the 
IT Ministry said on Thursday. In response 
to earlier notices about breaches of person-
al data relating to the Cambridge Analytica 

episode, Facebook had apologised and 
given strong assurances to the government 
of India that they would take sincere efforts 
to protect the privacy of users' data on the 
platform," it said.

However, such reports raise uncom-
fortable questions about the assurances 
made by Facebook, the government said. 
"Therefore, the Ministry of Electronics 
and IT has sought an explanation from Fa-
cebook seeking a detailed factual report... 
Facebook has been asked to respond by 
June 20," it added.
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SBI staff get a home 
away from home

Kaito inaugurates new office 
building in Satakha 

Dimapur Ao students undertake plantation drive 

MCCI detects dubious traders NBCC felicitates HSLC and HSSLC toppers

Students sensitised on legal rights

Minister inspects ongoing works in Kohima

 PVSLN Murty speaking at the inauguration of the 
staff quarters in Dimapur on June 7.

G Kaito Aye seen here along with other officials at the inauguration of a new office building in Satakha 
in Zunheboto district on June 7.

Metsubo Jamir inspecting ongoing works at the Kohima Supermarket on June 7.

Members of the AKTD pose for a group photograph after the plantation programme at the Senden Reju in Dimapur on June 5.

The HSLC and HSSLC toppers who were felicitated by the Nagaland Baptist Church Council on June 7.

Power shutdown in Dimapur
Power supply in Dimapur district would be affected on June 9 
from 6 am till 11 am as the department has decided to carry 
out tree trimming and jungle cutting on that day. Informing 
this in a press release, the executive engineer, Imsenkaba, 
has requested all the esteemed consumers under Dimapur 
district to bear with the inconveniences. He has further 
requested all the concerned colony authorities to comply with 
the department by clearing trees and shrubs obstructing the 
power supply. 

Dimapur GBs convene meeting 
Dimapur District GBs’ Association (DDGBA) has convened 
an executive meeting on June 9 in its office near Green Park 
junction at 10 am. The association information secretary, Akhu 
Naga has requested all the unit presidents and secretaries to 
attend the meeting without fail. He has further informed all the 
concerned members to bring their membership fees. 

MLA convenes meeting
Chotisuh Sazo, MLA and chairman of the committee on 
government assurances, has convened its first introductory 
meeting for adoption of the 92nd main report and 93rd 
and 94th action taken reports of the committee on 
government assurances (2018-2019) on June 15 at 11:30 am 
in the committee room of assembly secretariat. The assembly 
commissioner and secretary, Benjamin Newmai has requested 
all the concerned members to attend the proposed meeting 
without fail.

CBCK fathers’ camp from today
A three-day fathers’ camp of the Chakhesang Baptist Church 
Kohima (CBCK) would begin on June 8 at Mount Tabor, 
Kohima. The camp is being held on the theme “Let us build 
our home.” On June 8, the campers would depart from the 
church premises at 3 pm for the venue. It was informed that 
the gospel service would take place from 6:30 to 8 pm on the 
same evening with Rev. Dr. Kevekhalo Lasuh as the speaker.

Unity College organises poster contest
A team of six students from Unity College has visited and 
collected information regarding the abuse of tobacco and its 
effect on the society from Dr. Ankit Jain from Eden Hospital, Dr. 
Janet Solo from Nikos Hospital, and Dr. Perfect Smile. On the 
occasion of ‘No Tobacco Day,’ the college has also organised 
a poster competition in which MN Longau Phom of BA 5th 
semester was adjudged the winner. Unity College had also 
taken part in the social work organised by DMC on the occasion 
of the World Environment Day 2018. 

PHE minister visits Fazl Ali College
State PHE minister, Jacob Zhimomi, paid a brief visit to Fazl Ali 
College on June 7 and planted a tree sapling in the campus. 
During an interaction, the minister has conveyed best wishes in 
their endeavours. He also inspected the water supply facilities 
in the college. The minister has further assured to improve the 
water supply infrastructure in the College.

New Wokha village grateful
The village development board (VDB) and the village council 
of New Wokha village have conveyed gratitude to Dr. 
Asenuo, chief veterinary officer, along with  Dr. Morothung, 
Mhonchumo Murry and staff of district veterinary, Wokha, for 
conducting a free vaccination on anti rabies and distributing 
medicine free of cost. In a press release, the VDB secretary, 
Chichamo Kithan has appreciated the department for the 
humanitarian gesture.

State JD (U) supports Lotha Hoho
State unit of the Janata Dal (United) has expressed solidarity 
with the Lotha Hoho in their demand for an all weather road 
between Wokha and Merapani, which is the lifeline road 
for the people of Wokha district. The party has urged the 
concerned contractor to uphold quality by adhering to the 
specifications. JD (U) general secretaries Kitoho S Rotokha 
and Thangliba have urged the concerned contractor to strictly 
follow the prescribed guidelines. The party has also urged 
the state government to take appropriate measures with the 
concerned authority in fulfilling the contract agreement. It was 
of the view that the state government, being the guarantor 
of such project implementation, is equally responsible to the 
people of the state. JD (U) has urged the concerned contractor 
to pay heed to the voices of the people and comply to the 
demand of the Lotha Hoho. It further appealed to NHIDCL 
to rein on CS Infra before any serious eventuality takes place.

Leo Club organises orientation prog.
Leo Club of Dimapur has organised a career orientation 
programme titled ‘Udaan’ on June 7 at Latika complex, Nyamo 
Lotha Road, Dimapur. The speaker of the programme was 
Arinban Saikia. More than 600 students from different schools 
in Dimapur have participated in the programme. Sandip Jain 
was the chairman of the programme. 

Technical education dept. notifies
Director of technical education, Arjun Singh, in a notification, 
informed that the last date for submission of required 
documents for NSEE viz mark sheet, indigenous tribe 
certificate and backward tribe certificate has been extended 
to June 12. It further informed that candidates failing to submit 
the same would be forfeited.

Anti-rabies vaccination camp held in Pfutsero
The veterinary dispensary, department of animal husbandry 
and veterinary services, Pfutsero, in collaboration with the 
administration, has conducted a free anti-rabies vaccination 
cum animal health camp at Pfutsero local ground on June 7. 
The camp was conducted with an aim to create awareness on 
zoonatic diseases especially rabies and also the importance on 
animal healthcare for better production. The department also 
distributed medicines, dewormers, vitamins and minerals free 
of cost. An approximate 130 animals were treated and given 
medicines free of cost.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, June 7: Staff of the State Bank of 
India (SBI) in Dimapur got new residen-
tial complex on at the Bank colony. With 
the main idea to ‘easily’ accommodate 
the staff and their families coming from 
outside Nagaland, the move-in ready 
complex was inaugurated on June 7. 

According to a document provided 
by the bank, Dimapur area has 15 SBI 
branches. As most of its staff were usually 
from outside the state, the complex was 
necessary for them. The facility would 
give security to the families of SBI staff liv-
ing in Dimapur and accommodate many 
families at one place.

The SBI’s chief general manager of the 
Northeast circle, PVSLN Murty, was the 
chief guest of the day. 

Speaking about the new building, 
Murty has assured security and satisfac-
tion of the residents during their stay in 
Dimapur. The place, being only for the 
staff and their families, he said there 
would not be much problem. In fact, with 
spouse and children around, he said it 
would make a good company with lots 
of activities. 

Speaking about the marketing status 
in the state, Murty said, ‘it is a major is-
sue.’ Further, he said ‘all productions from 
the state are organic but the price which 
people are getting out of the products is 
not enough.’ At such a situation, he said 
the bank is ‘ready to work with the locals’ 
and help the people.

The chief general manager also en-
couraged his colleagues to work hard 
and ‘generate more income,’ as he was of 
the view that bank is passing through a 
crucial stage at the moment. 

The residential complex was stated 
to have been the first of its kind in the 
state. The new building comprised of 
five blocks with 44 flats. The land was 
stated to have been donated by the state 
government to the SBI in 1993. In Kiphire 
district, the land was said to have been 
already donated by the state government 
to bank. 

Dimapur, June 7 (EMN): 
A new office building of 
the education depart-
ment under Satkha sub-
division was inaugurated 
by Kaito Aye, minister 
of agriculture and co-
operation. 

Speaking on the oc-
casion,  the minister 
stated that the govern-

ment would continue to 
provide positive support 
towards educational de-
velopment. 

While discouraging 
proxy teachers, he ap-
pealed the teachers to 
rededicate themselves 
and adhere to the rules 
of the department. Kaito 
also asserted: ‘it is not 

only the inauguration of 
the new office but strive 
for a better society.’ 

The new office will 
cover 31 villages in 4 
blocks, 31 government 
schools with 347 teach-
ers including Sarva Shik-
sha Abhiyan, Rashtriya 
Madhyamik Shiksha Ab-
hiyan.

Dimapur, June 7 (EMN): 
Minister of Urban Devel-
opment, Municipal Affairs 
and Taxes, Metsubo Jamir, 
has inspected the ongoing 
works at Kohima Super 
Market. A press release 
from the minister’s office 
informed on Thursday. 

Jamir was stated to 
have talked about the 
quali ty  of  work that 
should not be compro-
mised. Various issues per-
taining to the develop-
ment of Kohima city were 
said to have been dis-

cussed. Issues discussed 
included problems of traf-
fic, parking, road, drain-
age, waste management, 
crematorium and cleanli-
ness of the city. The min-
ister also mentioned that 
Kohima needs to show the 
standards of town man-
agement. 

The minister encour-
aged the KMC to adopt 
more of a proactive role 
in solving the problems 
faced by the public.  He 
urged them to work in co-
ordination with the vari-

ous departments of the 
state to ensure smooth 
implementation of all de-
velopmental programs.

Further, the minister 
offered his observation 
for opening of schools, 
offices and shops in Ko-
hima at the same time of 
the day in order to ease 
the traffic woes of the 
city. He suggested that 
changes in the opening 
times of shops could pos-
sibly improve the traffic 
congestion in the morn-
ing rush hour.

Dimapur, June 7 (EMN): 
Dimapur district child 
protection unit, in col-
laboration with the KAL 
Group, legal practition-
ers and consultants, has 
conducted a workshop 
on Child Rights and Pro-
tection of Children from 
Sexual Offences Act, 2012 
(POCSO) on June 6 for the 
students and teachers at 
Hollotoli School Dimapur.

The resource persons 
of the workshop were 
Pikato Tuccu, district child 
protection officer; Esther K 
Aye, partner of KAL group; 
and Prem Prakash, direc-
tor and founder of Sarva-
hitey, a Delhi based NGO. 

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Tuccu has high-
lighted on the structure of 
Integrated Child Protec-
tion Scheme (ICPS). The 
scheme was implemented 
under which State Child 
Protection Society (SCPS) 
was established at the 
state level and DCPU at 
the district level under the 

Ministry of Women and 
Child Development.

He explained on the 
three statutory mecha-
nisms namely Child Wel-
fare Committee (CWC), 
which acts as a competent 
authority for disposing 
cases of child in need of 
care and protection; Ju-
venile Justice Board (JJB) 
also known as Child Court 
with matters relating to 
children in conflict with 
law; and Special Juvenile 
Police Unit (SJPU) to co-
ordinate and upgrade the 
police interface with chil-
dren. He informed that 
at present there are 11 
CWCs, 11 JJBs and cur-
rently 1 SJPU in Nagaland, 
one each in its respective 
districts. 

Aye, who conducted a 
session on the POCSO Act 
2012, informed the stu-
dents about good touch, 
bad touch and confusing 
touch. She explained that 
the law mandatorily re-
quires the educators and 

tutors of school institu-
tions to report child abuse. 

She further explained 
that the law provides pro-
tection for those educa-
tors, who reported such 
crimes. On the other 
hand, she also pointed 
out that the law penal-
ises those who fail to meet 
their obligations. 

The importance of 
training programmes to 
sensitise them on the is-
sue of child sexual abuse 
and zero tolerance against 
any form of sexual abuse 
was especially empha-
sised. 

Prakash of Sarvahitey 
spoke briefly on the im-
portance of awareness 
pertaining to such issues, 
which would go a long 
way in securing the safety 
of children and effective 
prosecution of offenders. 
A short film on awareness 
on issues relating to child 
abuse and sexual assault 
was also screened for the 
children.

Dimapur, June 7 (EMN): 
As part of its year-long 
golden jubilee celebra-
tion and commemorat-
ing the World Environ-
ment Day, Ao Students’ 
Union Dimapur (AKTD) 
has organised tree plan-
tation on June 5 Naga 
cemetery, Inter State Bus 
Terminus, Dimapur Gov-
ernment College and 
Senden Reju Dimapur.

The members have 
pledged to take respon-
sibility of the plant they 
have planted ti l l  the 
trees are fully grown in 
respective places. The 
jubilee planning com-
mittee has also resolved 
to give away cash award 
to the best growers at 
the culmination of the 

Dimapur, June 7 (EMN): 
School education depart-
ment of the Nagaland Bap-
tist Church Council (NBCC) 
has organised a felicitation 
programme in honour of 
HSLC and HSSLC toppers on 
June 7 at the platinum hall, 
NBCC office, Kohima. 

The programme was 

chaired by Rev. Dr. M Savi, 
NBCC school coordinator, 
while the welcome address 
was delivered by Keviseto, 
chairperson of NBCC school 
board.

Short speeches were de-
livered by the toppers, while 
special song was presented 
by Veto Assumi. There was 

a time of appreciation and 
acknowledgement for the 
toppers by the council. 

Rev. Dr. Zelhou Keyho, 
NBCC general secretary, has 
advised the successful to 
work hard and achieve suc-
cess in life. 

NBCC has also thanked 
all the member schools for 

their commitment and dedi-
cation toward nurturing 
the students and equipping 
them in every aspect for 
their future. 

HSLC successful stu-
dents, who were felicitated 
on the occasion included 
Bishal Chakraborty from 
Christian Higher Secondary 

Dimapur, June 7 (EMN): Mokok-
chung Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry (MCCI) has detected 
four persons without proper 
trading documents and prey-
ing on unassuming buyers to 
sell their counterfeit electronic 
products.

In a press release, MCCI 
president, Tsukti Longkum-
er, and the general secretary, 
Limalenden Longkumer, in-
formed that four such persons 
were produced before its office 
on June 7 by some concerned 
citizens. They were found to be 
travelling in a Scorpio vehicle 
bearing registration No. WB 
16Q 9700 without any business 
permit selling fake Sony HD led 
Series 3200A television sets and 
Sony home theatre surround 
sound speakers. 

Further, they were travelling 
on ILPs issued by the DC’s office, 
Dimapur, for visiting Tuensang, 
Kiphire and Mokokchung. 

Hailing from Meerut in Ut-
tar Pradesh, they were sus-
pected to be members of a 
highly organised counterfeit 
electronic goods business op-
erating nationwide. It was also 
believed that they have travelled 
to Mokokchung in view of the 
soon to happened FIFA World 
Cup.

“It was not the first instance 
that such dubious traders from 
outside the district were de-
tected. On several occasions, 
such imposters were caught in 
Mokokchung selling fake elec-
tronic goods,’ MCCI statement 
said. 

MCCI has informed all the 
customers and public to be 
on guard and remain vigilant 
against such imposters. MCCI 
has further advised all the resi-
dents to buy electronic goods 
only from genuine retailers 
on producing proper bills and 
vouchers.

j u b i l e e  p r o g r a m m e 
scheduled in the last 
part of this year.

In  a  b r i e f  f o r m a l 
launching programme 
held on June 5 morning 
at Senden Reju, repre-

sentative from Forest de-
partment, Vivika A Sema, 
forest range officer, has 
thanked AKTD for its 
initiative in making en-
vironment better and 
encouraged the students 

not only think of pro-
tecting environment but 
think seriously to cre-
ate better environment. 
He also appealed the 
students to take active 
part in beating the plas-

tic pollution as chosen 
theme for this year World 
Environment Day and 
create awareness with 
one’s own action.

The programme was 
presided over by AKTD 

general secretary, Moay-
anger Jamir, while the 
vote of thanks was pro-
nounced by AKTD gold-
en jubilee planning com-
mittee secretary, Mozen 
Aier.

School, Dimapur; Sanger-
benla Tzudir from Dimapur 
Mission Higher Secondary 
School; Shabana Khatun 
from Christian Higher Sec-
ondary School, Dimapur; 
Kukucho Cukhamu from 
Ministers’ Hill Baptist Higher 
Secondary School, Kohi-
ma; and Sweeti Dey from 
Christian Higher Secondary 
School, Dimapur. 

The HSSLC students, 
who were felicitated on the 
occasion included Ritika Jain 
(Commerce) from Christian 
Higher Secondary School, 
Dimapur; Ria Jain (Com-
merce) from Christian High-
er Secondary School, Di-
mapur; and Mallika Agarwal 
(Commerce) from Christian 
Higher Secondary School, 
Dimapur.

This was stated in a press 
release issued by NBCC me-
dia and publicity.

EM Images
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NEDFi hosts two sessions
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 Kashio Sangtam flagging off the BJP’s bike rally outside the Town Hall in Dimapur on Thur. 
June 7. The event was organised to commemorate the completion of four years of the BJP-
led NDA government.

Agri. conclave links value capital 
support for effective production goalsBJP celebrates 4 years of Modi govt.

STATE

Wokha: The Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) of Wokha district celebrated 
the completion of four years at the 
district’s office in Wokha on June 7 
with Tovihoto Ayemi, advisor of the 
Power department.

Speaking during the occasion, 
the advisor said, ‘Wokha being a 
pioneer of the Nagaland state’s BJP, 
it has contributed to the party by 
electing representative which has 
never loss track since its inception.’ 
He encouraged the party workers 
of the district to continue to sup-
port and trust in the party.

Lamenting over the past gov-
ernment in the central for neglect-
ing the Northeast India, Ayemi 
has expressed trust in the NDA 
government led by the Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, and for his 
keen interest to promote the region 
by implementing the ‘Look East 
Policy’ to an ‘Act East Policy.’

In order to check the loopholes, 
the advisor has informed the party 
workers to keep an update with 
the schemes that are been imple-
mented by the central government. 
He said that such updates can help 
them avail for funds and help edu-
cate the villagers.
Kiphire: The BJP of Kiphire district 
has celebrated its fourth anniversa-
ry at the Hopongkyu Memorial hall 
in Kiphire on June 7. The advisor of 
the Prison, Printing and Stationary, 
H Haiying addressed the gathering. 
He claimed that under the leader-

ship of the Chief Minister Neiphiu 
Rio, a lot of changes were visible 
within a span of three month.  Fur-
ther, he assured that the develop-
ments which are in the process 
will be carried out with sincerity. 
He called upon the gathering to 
give maximum support to the PDA 
government for the progress and 
development of the state. 
Zunheboto: In Zunheboto district, 
the celebration was conducted at 
its district office by the BJP unit of 
Zunheboto on June 7. The minister 
for Transport, Civil Aviation, Rail-
ways and Land Resources Paiwang 
Konyak was the chief guest of the 
day. The minister was said to have 
planted the saplings as part of the 
green environment during his visit. 

Timing blunder in Kohima
In major blunder the celebration 
programme that was scheduled 
to be held in Kohima started an 
hour early than that was noti-
fied. This left the media fraternity 
high and dry who were invited to 
cover the programme. 

The programme sent to the 
media houses clearly stated that 
it was to begin at 2 pm, however 
it started an hour ahead but the 
media was not informed about it.

The programme had already 
got over when the media person-
nel reached the venue around 
1.55 pm.    

National Health Mission
Department of Health & Family Welfare

Kohima, Nagaland

KG-2558

National Health Mission (NHM) in collaboration 
with the SKY Hospital and Research Centre, 

Imphal, Manipur will organise a One-Day Heart 
Screening for FREE  on the 12th June 

2018 at the Naga Hospital Authority Kohima 
(NHAK), Kohima.

The Department Requests all the concerned 
Citizens of Kohima and it’s Neighbouring 

Districts to Avail the Services. 
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Kohima Bureau
Kohima, June 7 (EMN): The 
Nagaland Sarva Shiksha 
Abhiyan Teachers’ Associa-
tion (NSSATA) third phase 
of agitation in the form of 
a sit-in protest has entered 
its second day at the direc-
torate of School Education 
in Kohima on June 7. 

With no response from 
the department, as the as-
sociation demands for a 
‘concrete solution’, the as-
sociation president, Pen-
nthungo  Yanthan said the 

third day of its sit-in protest 
will be held at the Secre-
tariat from 9 am to 3 pm 
on June 8.

The NSSATA has been 
demanding that 7th Re-
vision of Pay (ROP) be 
granted to the teachers in 
line with regular state em-
ployees’; that the salaries 
of the SSA teachers (2010 
and 2013) be paid from the 
state’s non-plan budget 
and also to release pending 
7th ROP entitlement and 
salary.

Dimapur, June 7 (EMN): 
The Sangtam Union Di-
mapur and the Zeme 
Council Dimapur called 
for a general meeting 
which is scheduled to be 
held on June 15 at 10:00 
am at the Dimapur Dis-
trict Sports Complex sta-
dium. A press release, 
signed by both the unions’ 
president informed on 
Thursday. 

The meeting was said 
to have been called with 
regard to the murder of 
three boys in Dimapur 
on June 4. Further, it in-
formed all male of 18 
years and above of the two 
communities to attend 
the meeting in traditional 
attire.

The two union in the 
press statement asserted 

that it had taken serious 
note on the law enforcing 
agencies for failing to ar-
rest the culprits till date, 
in-spite of the joint repre-
sentation made on June 4. 

‘The crimes and cold 
blooded murder cases 
taking place in Dimapur 
is a reflection of law and 
order breakdown,’ the 
press release added. Fur-
ther, the unions claimed 
that such incident has 
reminded the two com-
munities of their past, as 
in such cases of murder 
no arrest and action had 
been taken against the 
criminals. The unions also 
stated that it has decided 
not to let the innocence 
and patience of the two 
communities be subju-
gated further.

Dimapur, June 7 (EMN): The youth wing of the Naga 
People’s Front (NPF) has issued a rejoinder in response to 
the National Democratic Progressive Party’s (NDPP) press 
release that appeared in the local newspapers on June 7. 
The rejoinder from the opposition party’s youth wing was 
received here on Thursday. 

In the press release, the youth wing iterated that it fully 
supports the objection of the leader of opposition and 
the party against the appointment of the state’s vigilance 
commissioner. The youth stated that the appointment 
was in total violation of existing norms stipulated by the 
Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) Act of 2003.

The youth wing affirmed that none, the leader of op-
position nor the NPF’s spokesperson or the party, targeted 
the integrity and credentials of Mayang Lima. Rather, it 
was the lapse in procedures for recruitment to the post of 
vigilance commissioner which the youth wing stated was 
violated by the People’s Democratic Alliance government. 
This is the point of contention, the press release stated. 

The press release stated that the NDPP had claimed 
that ‘all due procedures were followed by the government 
in appointment of the state vigilance commissioner.’ Ac-
cording to the press release the appointment of Mayang 
Lima was issued in clear violation of clause-4 (a) of a cabi-
net resolution dated  April 9 1976 ‘because the appointee 
is neither a retired high court judge nor a retired senior 
executive officer.’

The NPF wing also referred to the Central Vigilance 
Commission Act of 2003, section-41 clause-1 of sub clause 
(c) that to appoint the vigilance commissioner approval of 
the Leader of Opposition was mandatory.

The youth wing stated: ‘The said appointment prima 
facie suggests that, it is a political reward ascribing on 
the appointee’s political loyalty to the ruling NDPP party 
in Nagaland which can be substantiated by taking the 
record, the fact that the appointee contested 2018 general 
election from 22 Arkakong assembly constituency under 
Mokokchung district, Nagaland. Mayang Lima may be 
a ‘legal luminary’ but we must accept the fact that he is 
a defeated NDPP candidate and it is a clear attempt on 
the government of the day to defeat the sole purpose of 
Cabinet resolution dated 9th April 1976.’

Therefore, the NPF youth stated, the SVC is not a po-
litical post but a statutory post and necessary norms and 
procedures as stipulated should be followed.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, June 7: The organised 
two topical sessions was based on 
organic value chain development 
for the Northeast. The event was a 
business development platform that 
discussed the dynamics of regional 
business models within the frame of 
agriculture and allied sectors’ pro-
duction specific to the region. 

The event was conducted on 
June 7 at Hotel Acacia in Dimapur. It 
was organised by the North Eastern 
Development Finance Corporation 
Ltd., (NEDFi). The first session fo-
cused on objectives and structure of 
a development scheme, the Mission 
Organic Value Chain Development 
for North Eastern Region (MOVCD-
NER).   

The MOVCDNER is a central sec-
tor scheme, a sub-mission under the 
National Mission for Sustainable Ag-
riculture, launched by the ministry 
of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare 
for implementation in the states of 
Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh, As-
sam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, 
Sikkim, and Tripura, during the 12th 
plan period.

The first session was conducted 
in the morning. During the session, 
manager of NEDFi Popy Sonowal 
gave a presentation, a slideshow 
explaining about the objectives 
and structure of the MOVCDNER 
scheme. She said that the scheme 
aims to provide 75% subsides to the 
Farmer Producer Companies (FPC) 
and 50% subsidies to the private 
entrepreneurs. She stated that the 
FPC can avail back-ended sub-
sidy without credit link so that they 
are able to meet their share of the 
project cost. Before sanctioning of 
such units, the states need to ensure 
the feasibility and economic viabil-

ity of the unit and technology being 
employed is of appropriate standard 
and acceptable to the market. Mis-
sion head quarter shall help the SLA 
in identifying the technologies and 
technology providing agencies or 
institutions. 

The scheme is said to be im-
plemented in a mission mode. The 
mission structure at central level 
will comprise of national advisory 
committee, executive committee, 
mission monitoring committee, 
and mission head quarter at de-
partment of Agriculture Coopera-
tion and Farmers Welfare. At state 
level the mission will be imple-
mented by the state level executive 
committee and will be executed 
through a designated State Lead 
Agency (SLA) in the form of state 
‘organic commodity board’ or ‘or-
ganic mission.’ The SLA shall func-
tion under the overall supervision 
of the department of Agriculture 
and shall be manned by profes-
sional experts on contract. The 
SLA will be the nodal agency for 
implementation of mission com-
ponents and for ensuring effective 
realisation of mission goals.

The scheme aims at promoting 
and production certified of organic 
commodities focusing on export ori-
ented crops in a value chain mode to 
link growers with consumers. It also 
aims to support the development 
of entire value chain starting from 
inputs, seeds, and certification to the 
creation of facilities for collection, 
aggregation, processing, marketing, 
and brand building initiative.

The main objective of the scheme 
is to ensure safe and healthy food to 
everyone’s plate. Growing demands 
of population, industrialization, and 
globalization has made a signifi-

cant need of organic farming in the 
country. The increasing demands in 
the sector led to focus on the North 
Eastern region for organic agricul-
ture. North Eastern Region being 
traditionally an organic hub, it has 
the potential for development of or-
ganic farming because of its mostly 
rain-fed and hilly areas which can 
boost in organic agriculture.

After the presentation, there 
was an interactive session between 
the chairman and managing direc-
tor of NEDFi, BP Muktieh, and the 
stakeholders which comprised of 
the Agriculture and the Horticulture 
departments, farmer producer or-
ganisations, Agriculture technology 
management agency, and the Naga-
land Pig Farmer’s Association. 

Project profiles and skill develop-
ment 

The second session for the busi-
ness meet 2018 was conducted in 
the evening. During the session, the 
secretary of the ministry of Devel-
opment of North Eastern Region, 
Naveen Verma released two books 
about ‘comprehensive report on 
skill development in Nagaland’ and 
‘project profiles on micro and small 
enterprises for Nagaland.’ 

Many young entrepreneurs 
attended the programme during 
which they were given an oppor-
tunity to ask questions based on 
entrepreneurship. Muktieh, while 
responding to the questions men-
tioned that he was happy to see 
many young entrepreneurs coming 
up in Nagaland and stated that he 
could see loads of ideas in them.

Naveen Verma also appreciated 
the growing of entrepreneurship in 
Nagaland and advised the young 
entrepreneurs ‘to go step by step but 
to dream big.’

Eastern Mirror Desk / Our Correspondents
Dimapur, Wokha, Kohima, June 7: 
On the fourth anniversary of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) led 
Nationalist Democratic Alliance 
(NDA) government, minister for 
Geology and Mining, Soil and Wa-
ter conservation Kashio Sangtam 
was confident that the BJP will win 
absolute majority and retain power 
in 2019 and with the party having 
won 12 seats out of the 20 candi-
dates in the Nagaland assembly 
elections, Sangtam asserted that 
the seat sharing with the People’s 
Democratic Alliance govt. was 
based on trust. 

Sangtam was addressing at the 
celebration for successful comple-
tion of four years of the BJP led 
NDA govt. on Thur. June 7 at the 
Town Hall in Dimapur organised 
by the BJP Dimapur district. The 
NDA govt. under the leadership 
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
was able to block the root of black 
money, construct nine lakh toilets 
under the Swachh Bharat Misison 
and electrify 19,000 villages in the 
country, maintained Sangtam.

Asserting BJP govt. as ‘people 
welfare government’, Sangtam 
said the Modi govt. was commit-
ted for farmers welfare while the 
govt. believes that if the village 
develops, India will develop. Under 
the leadership of Modi, India has 
become the fifth fastest growing 
economy and India’s growth rate 
has remained 7.4% in 2017-18 fis-
cal, he maintained.

The Nagaland Marketing Coop-
erative Federation Limited (Mar-
cofed) Chairman M Chuba Ao in 
his address said BJP was observing 
the anniversary with the slogan 
‘Saaf Niyat, Sahi Vikas’ (clean intent, 
right development) which was also 
the slogan for the NDA govt. to go 
forward for 2019 election. 

Drawing attention about the 
Naga political issue, Ao maintained 
that the Congress party during 
their regime was not concerned for 
the Naga Peace Accord. However, 
it was the Modi govt. who initiated 
the process which was signed on 
Aug. 3 2015 and opened way for 
Naga solution. But Ao asserted 
that the Naga Civil Society have 
to come together and take the re-
sponsibility. 

Sangtam union, Zeme council 
convenes joint meeting

NPF youth wing says SVC 
appointment violated CVC Act 

Teachers association’s sit-in 
protest enters second day
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Agartala, June 7 (IANS): Pres-
ident Ram Nath Kovind on 
Thursday said that India, un-
der the “Act East” policy, has 
undertaken direct road links 
with southeast Asian nations to 
boost connectivity.

“The Indian government 
under the ‘Act East” policy, is 
carrying out various projects 
and schemes. Under the pol-
icy, direct road links are being 
developed with Myanmar, 
Thailand, Malaysia and other 
countries of southeast Asia to 
boost connectivity,” he said 
after dedicating the 73-km 
National Highway from Mata-
bari to Sabroom in southern 
Tripura to the nation.

Kovind said after the com-
pletion of the under-construc-
tion bridge over river Feni, the 
Matabari-Sabroom portion 
of NH-8 would link Tripura 
directly by road with Bangla-
desh, and also help the north-
eastern states get access the 
Chittagong sea port.

Tripura Governor Tath-
agata Roy and Chief Minister 
Biplab Kumar Deb, who ac-
companied the President, also 
addressed the function

The National Highway-8, 
connecting Tripura with the 
rest of the country via Assam 
and Meghalaya, has been ex-
tended up to the border town 
of Sabroom, from which Chit-
tagong is just 72 km away.

Kovind said after the parti-
tion of India, the distance be-
tween Tripura and Kolkata had 
risen to 1,700 km via Indian 
territory from the 600-700 km 
via the then East Pakistan, now 
Bangladesh.

“Through the under con-
struction Agartala-Akhaura 
(Bangladesh) rail link, north-
east India would be connected 
with Bangladesh railway net-
work. With the development 
of road and rail links, both 
northeast India and Bangla-
desh would be benefited im-
mensely.”

The President, accompa-
nied by his wife Savita Kovind, 

arrived on his maiden visit 
to Tripura on Thursday and 
attended a series of events in 
southern Tripura and Agartala.

He stressed that the devel-
opment of northeast is a top 
priority for the Central govern-
ment.

“In the northeast region, 
5,200 km roads are being con-
structed by the Central gov-
ernment. Development and 
upgradation of National High-
ways of the region are going 
on under the programme of 
Bharatmala Pariyojana,” he 
said

The President also said that 
there is a huge scope of devel-

opment of tourism in Tripura 
and other northeastern states.

“Through tourism, eco-
nomic development would 
also be achieved. With the rail 
and road development, tour-
ism would also be further de-
veloped helping the economy 
of the region.”

Kovind said that for the 
all round development of the 
tribals, the Central govern-
ment has undertaken many 
schemes including setting up 
of the National Bamboo Mis-
sion. He said that Tripura’s 
Somdev Devvarman, Dipa 
Karmakar, Laxmita Reang, 
Souravi Debbarman and oth-

ers have earned national and 
international recognitions 
and they are the role model 
for other talented sports and 
cultural personalities.

The President also laid 
the foundation stone for the 
re-development of Matabari 
Temple (Tripura Sundari Tem-
ple) complex in Udaipur, 55 
km south of Agartala. 

Kovind, accompanied by 
his wife, offered puja at the 
Tripura Sundari Temple. The 
517-years-old temple is one 
of the 51 holiest ‘Shaktipeeths’ 
(shrine of the goddess of pow-
er) in India as per Hindu my-
thology.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, June 7 (EMN): 
The Communist Party of 
India (CPI) Manipur state 
council will observe protest 
day in Imphal on June 20 
against the price hike of 
fuels demanding a rolling 
back of all hikes of excise 
duty. It will be conducted as 
part of nationwide protest.

This was informed by 
the CPI national executive 
member Dr. Moirangthem 
Nara during a press confer-
ence held in the presence 
of CPI state council secre-
tary L Sotinkumar at Irabot 
Bhavan in Imphal on June 
7 Thursday. Dr Nara said 
that the CPI will observe 
the protest to expose the 
‘misdeeds’ of four-years of 
Modi government during 
the first fortnight of August.

CPI National executive 
meeting in Delhi on June 5 
had taken a decision in this 
regard apart from separate 
resolutions on framework 
agreement between the 
centre and NSCN (IM) and 
Citizenship (Amendment) 
Bill 2016.

Responding to a ques-
tion on the party’s prepa-
ration for the forthcoming 
Lok Sabha elections in the 
state, Dr Nara said, “in any 
case we will try to prevent 
BJP coming to power.”“For 
this, non-BJP opposition 

parties’ alliance will be 
initiated in the state,” he 
added. In the recently con-
cluded by-elections of 11 
assemblies, BJP has been 
defeated.

Sharing his view, Sotin-
kumar, who also attended 
the national executive 
meeting in Delhi, said that 
CPI will work for the ter-
ritorial integrity of the state 
and the CPI leaders will 
opposed the issue of Citi-
zenship (Amendment) Bill 
2016 in the parliament. He 
also informed that they will 
support the ongoing agita-
tion launched by the Ma-
nipur University students 
demanding replacement 
of the Vice Chancellor (VC) 
Prof. Adya Prasad Pandey 
for hampering the aca-
demic atmosphere.

The varsity students 
alleged that the VC has 
failed to take any initia-
tive for the development 
of the institution, leaving 
the university paralysed. 
Demanding replacement 
of VC, students launched 
indefinite shut down in 
the university from May 
31. The shutdown of the 
varsity by students entered 
7th day on Thursday and it 
has been affecting the nor-
mal functioning of all the 
departments and centres 
of the varsity. 

Agartala, June 7 (IANS): President Ram 
Nath Kovind on Thursday announced 
that the “queen” variety of pineapple 
would be Tripura’s state fruit.

“I expect that Tripura’s rich pineap-
ple, rubber and bamboo would get due 
importance even outside the country 
including neighbouring Bangladesh,” 
the President said after the announce-
ment made at a civic reception pro-
gramme organised by the Tripura 
government.

Tripura Chief Minister Biplab Ku-
mar Deb on Sunday for the first time 
flagged-off the export of “Queen” vari-
ety pineapples, known for being juicy 
and sweet, to Dubai. The consignment 
was sent on a SpiceJet aircraft via New 
Delhi.

Both the Chief Minister and Gover-
nor Tathagata Roy thanked the Presi-
dent for declaring the “queen” variety of 
pineapple as Tripura’s state fruit.

“The “queen” variety of pineapple 
is the best tasty fruit in the world,” said 
Deb.

Kovind, in his speech, appreciated 
the erstwhile kings of Tripura for de-
veloping the state’s rich and diverse life 
and culture.

The President highly praised 
country’s tennis star Somdev Devvar-
man, ace gymnast Dipa Karmakar, 
internationally famous footballer 
Laxmita Reang, kick boxer Nishita 
Chakraborty, who recently got two 
gold medals at an international event 
and nationally acclaimed singer 
Souravi Debbarman - all belonging 
to Tripura.

“All these youngsters have earned 
national and international recognition 
and they are the role model for other 
talented sports and cultural personali-
ties of Tripura and rest of the country,” 
he added. 

The President, accompanied by 
his wife Savita Kovind, arrived here 
on Thursday on his maiden visit to 
Tripura and attended a series of events 
in southern Tripura and Agartala.

PTI
President Ram Nath Kovind with First Lady Savita Kovind, inaugurates the re-development of Matabari Temple Complex, at 
Udaipur, in Tripura, Thursday June 7 2018.

Mirror Crossword 1842sud0ku 1682
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1841

ACROSS
1. International pharmaceutical 

company
6. Tears
10. Individual
14. Actress _____ Astaire
15. Pertaining to urine
16. By mouth
17. Escargot
18. An easy running gait
19. Drill
20. Door-to-door _______ (plural)
22. Promise
24. Close
25. Phonograph systems
26. Acetic acid radical (chemistry)
29. City in Switzerland
30. Actor Rob or singer Nick
31. Exercise system
37. Refined
39. Before
40. Stiff hairs or bristles
41. Persistant notions
44. Skin disease
45. Ends a prayer
46. Luxurious pleasure craft
48. Women’s short open jackets
52. 2.54 centimeters
53. Amongst
54. Native boot
58. Speak enthusiastically
59. Warmth
61. Overweight
62. Not now
63. Singer ____ Fitzgerald
64. Tilt
65. ____ Christian Andersen
66. Grains
67. Temporary canvas dwellings
 
DOWN
1. Catholic ceremony
2. Writer ____ St. Vincent Millay

3. Not fake
4. Customers
5. Actor ______ Grammer
6. Measuring stick
7. Ferrous
8. Short high-pitched sound
9. Rod or staff
10. Not intoxicated
11. Wear away
12. Slow tempo (music) 
13. Hurries away
21. Country in Africa
23. Pre-Easter periods of 

penitence

25. Spermal fluid
26. As well
27. Hair brush
28. Female sheep
29. Non-metallic crystalline 

element
32. Secret agents
33. Attainable
34. Skin irritation
35. Cannot (contraction)
36. Perceives
38. Russian emperors 
42. Suppress or stifle
43. Synchronize (abbrev.)

47. Approach accusingly
48. Swiss theologian Karl _____ 

(1886-1968)
49. City in Nebraska
50. Make more lively
51. Paradises
52. Very small amounts
54. Gender
55. Actor ____ Connery
56. Is not (contraction)
57. Meshes
60. 11th century cathedral 

in Cambridgeshire 
England

solutions to suD0ku 1681

India undertaking direct road links with 
southeast Asian nations — President

CPI Manipur to protest 
fuel price hike on June 20 

‘Queen’ pineapple 
variety declared 
Tripura’s state fruit

Three crude bombs seized 3 km from VIP helipad

New flower species named after former Arunchal CM

ASCPCR takes cognizance of 
cruelty to girl child during 
protests against high fuel prices

WB Gov. K N Tripathi to hold 
additional charge of Tripura

AICC appeals for peace and harmony among communities in Shillong Sonowal for inclusion of Guwahati in Drukair network

Agartala, June 7 (IANS): Three crude bombs 
were seized on Thursday in Tripura, only three 
km from a helipad where a chopper carrying 
President Ram Nath Kovind and other digni-
taries landed in the morning, following which 
a man was detained, police said.

“The seizure of the bombs has no connec-
tion with the President’s visit,” police added.

Police said bomb disposal and dog squads 
were deployed after the handmade bombs 
were seized from a barber shop at Chandrapur 

in Gomati District in south Tripura.
“Shopowner Jatan Shil has been detained. 

He is being interrogated by senior police and 
intelligence officials,” police added.

Two Indian Air Force helicopters carrying 
Kovind, his wife Savita Kovind, Tripura Gov-
ernor Tathagata Roy, Chief Minister Biplab 
Kumar Deb and other officials had landed 3 
km away in the morning.

The President is on his maiden visit to 
Tripura after assuming office.

Itanagar, June 7 (PTI): An Arunach-
alee scientist has dedicated a new 
species of flower that he discovered 
last year to former chief minister 
Dorjee Khandu, an official state-
ment said.

Krishna Chowlu, a scientist with 
Botanical Survey of India (BSI), 
discovered the wild flower, which is 
white at the base and violet on the 
top, at a forest in Zemithang area of 
Tawang in September 2017.

Calling on Chief Minister Pema 
Khandu at his office yesterday, 
Chowlu said the flower of Bal-
saminaceae family - Impatiens 
dorjeekhanduii - was named after 
the former CM and his father to 
honour his contributions for the 
development of the state, the state-
ment said.

Any person who studies Balsam-
inaceae family will study Impatiens 
dorjeekhanduii, Chowlu asserted.

Apart from Chowlu, scientists 
Rajib Gogoi, SS Dash and Souravjyo-
ti Borah of BSI had contributed in 
publishing a paper on the new spe-
cies in a BSI journal. Khandu lauded 
Chowlu and her team of scientists 
for the discovery, the statement said, 
adding that Deputy Chief Minister 
Chowna Mein and Parliamentary 
Secretary for Planning Zingnu Nam-
choom were also present at the CM’s 
office on the occasion.

Guwahati, June 7 (PTI): Assam State Commission for 
Protection of Child Rights (ASCPCR) has taken suo-moto 
cognizance of alleged cruelty to a girl child by members 
of a political party during a protest in North Lakhimpur 
district.

The Commission took cognizance of media reports 
that a girl child aged about 7-9 years was used as an instru-
ment of protest by making her sit on a layer of dry betel 
nut tree leaves, locally called ‘dhokua’ and dragging her 
during the demonstration held at midday yesterday in the 
scorching summer sun on Wednesday, a release issued by 
the ASCPCR said here today.

The media reports said the protest was held by the 
Congress against rising fuel prices and other policies of the 
BJP government both at the Centre and the state.

The ASCPCR has taken suo-moto cognizance under 
the Commission for Protection of Child Rights Act, 2005 
and has instructed the police administration to take im-
mediate action against the perpetrators. The Commission 
identifies the action as a punishable offence under the Ju-
venile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015, 
the release said. Commission Chairperson Sunita Chang-
kakati also spoke to the district superintendent of police 
and was assured of appropriate action at the earliest. 

The incident has sparked widespread protests across 
the social and electronic media.

New Delhi, June 7 (PTI): 
West Bengal Governor Ke-
shari Nath Tripathi was 
today given the additional 
charge of Tripura, accord-
ing to a statement issued 
by the Rashtrapati Bhavan.

The President of In-
dia is pleased to appoint 

Keshari Nath Tripathi to 
discharge the functions of 
the Governor of Tripura, 
in addition to his own du-
ties, during the absence 
on leave of Tathagata Roy, 
Governor of Tripura, it 
said, without citing rea-
sons for his leave.

Dimapur, June 7 (EMN): The All 
India Christian Council (AICC) 
has expressed heartfelt pain and 
anguish over the recent violence 
in Shillong. 

A press release appealing for 
peace and harmony among the 
communities in Shillong was is-
sued by the AICC on June 7.

AICC in the release urged all 
communities in Meghalaya to 
find solutions to the problems and 
issues through peaceful dialogue 
rather than resort to violence. 

AICC during numerous oc-
casions is said to have worked in 
finding peaceful solutions in the 
midst of social conflicts and seeks 

to work with all parties to bring 
peace in the region.

AICC is said to be a registered 
inter-denominational body of over 
2,000 member groups working 
with local, state and the national 
government in the areas of devel-
opment, protection, and educa-
tion of the girl child, anti-human 

trafficking, and religious freedom 
and protection for people of all 
faiths.  The AICC takes initiative 
in communal peacemaking and 
reconciliation. It has associate 
members who are leaders of other 
faiths and that it works to uphold 
the integrity and unity of India and 
its Constitution, the release added.

Guwahati, June 7 (PTI): 
Assam Chief Minister Sar-
bananda Sonowal today 
urged the Consul Gen-
eral of Bhutan in Assam, 
Phub Tshering, to expedite 
the process of introduc-
ing Drukair flight services 
between Bhutan and Sin-

gapore via Guwahati for 
the mutual benefit of the 
region.The chief minister  
asked the officer of the 
Royal Bhutanese Embassy, 
who called on him today, 
about the status of imple-
mentation of the flight 
services, and informed him 

that he would request the 
Union Civil Aviation Min-
istry to clear all formalities 
at the earliest, so that oper-
ating of flights connecting 
Guwahati, Paro and Singa-
pore would soon become 
a reality, an official release 
said here.



Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT 
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 06th June 18

No.M-161/18/1566-67    Notice is hereby given 
that Shri/Smti Nikito Zhimomi -Vrs- Ayetoli Ayemi 
resident of Dimapur Town/Village in the District of  
Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of  Assam Land 
Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of 
land described in the schedule below:-
      The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules 
do hereby invites claims/objections concerning to the 
said land, if any & should be submitted to this court in 
writing on or before 07/07/18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Nikito Zhimomi 
Village/Block No: Ekranipathor, Patta No: 359
Dag No: 486, Area: 01-01-14

NOTICE

D-
55
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Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT 
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 06th June 18

No.M-161/18/1560-61    Notice is hereby given that 
Shri/Smti Rejilin Marak -Vrs- Ruth Ayemi resident 
of Dimapur Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, 
Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of  Assam Land Revenue 
Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land 
described in the schedule below:-
      The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do 
hereby invites claims/objections concerning to the said 
land, if any & should be submitted to this court in writing 
on or before 07/07/18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Rejilin Marak 
Village/Block No: Ekranipathor, Patta No: 1148
Dag No: 352/1366, Area: 00-03-03

NOTICE

D-
55
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Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT 
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 06th June 18

No.M-160/18/1564-65    Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti Tekaneken -Vrs- C. James Kinghen resident of  Dimapur 
Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 
50 & 51 of  Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied 
for Mutation of land described in the schedule below :-
      The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any 
& should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 
07/07/18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Tekaneken 
Village/Block No: 04, Patta No: 251
Dag No: 459, Area: 00-01-05

NOTICE

D-
55
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Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT 
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 06th June 18

No.M-162/18/1568-69    Notice is hereby given that 
Shri/Smti V. Vitoni Awomi -Vrs- Vibeto.H. Yeptho  
resident of  Dimapur Town/Village in the District of  
Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of  Assam Land 
Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of 
land described in the schedule below:-
      The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do 
hereby invites claims/objections concerning to the said 
land, if any & should be submitted to this court in writing 
on or before 07/07/18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: V.Vitoni Awomi
Village/Block No: Puranabazar, Patta No: 1667
Dag No: 768/2306, Area: 00-01-15

NOTICE

D-
55

02

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER ZUNHEBOTO

NO.JUD.21/2017-18/168    Dtd. Zbto, the 19/05/2018

Shri/Smt. Kiyevi of Asukhomi District Zunheboto has applied for the issue of 
Succession Certificate/Guardianship Certificate declaring that His Wife Late Nikheli 
Sema has expired on 20/07/2017.

It is hereby notified that if no objection to issue this certificate is received from anyone 
within a period of 30 (Thirty) days w.e.f the date of publication in press, the Certificate 
shall be issued, and no further complaint will be entertained for issue of the same.

Notice calling objection for the issue of Succession Certificate

K-
17
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Deputy Commissioner
Zunheboto: Nagaland

Near New N S T Bus Station
Kohima

Ph. 9862034454
Admission Going on for:

1) Coaching for class 10 ( All subjects ) & 12 
Repeaters ( Arts, Science and Commerce )

2) Coaching for N P S C  Prelims Exam 2018, 
SSC and Banking

3) Computer Courses 
4) Coaching for Stenography and Typewriting
5) Spoken English (Communicative English)

(For Government sponsored free coaching for 
Stenography, Typewriting, Computer Basics,  

General English and Reasoning, please contact 
the office on or before 12th June 2018)

ELITE ACADEMY

K-1756

KOHIMA BIBLE COLLEGE
Associate Member of ATA, Affiliated to NATA & 

Approved by The Govt. of Nagaland
P.O. Box – 482 Kohima: Nagaland

Born Again, certain of your call to the ministry, and have the commitment to serve the Lord; 
you are welcome to Kohima Bible College -The first established Bible College in Nagaland 
and God’s own ordained place in training men and women for the Global mission.
The College:

- is Bible-centered, Christ-centered and gives special emphasis on the deliverance 
ministry and  to walk in the Anointing work of the Holy Spirit.

- is committed for Spiritual quality with Academic excellence.

For more information contact:
 (M)- 9436011961/8575733192

 New Admission for the Autumn Session 2018 is going on.
 Admission for the above courses will be open till 8 June 2018.  

Master of Divinity (Regular & Extension)   B.Th / B.A. / B. Sc 2 years

Bachelor of Theology   HS (+2) / PUC  3 years
     HSLC   4 years

Pre- Theology Course   Under Matriculate 1 year

Courses offered    Eligibility  Duration

ADMISSION OPEN FOR THE FOLLOWING COURSES:

K-
17

54

RAINBOW COACHING CENTRE
Admission centre Duncan Basti. Dimapur 797112

Coaching Centre & Hostel behind 
DC office. Peaceful Environment 
and well secured. Hostel seats are 
also available for Regular students

 Regular classes from Mon to Fri. by Qualified and Experienced faculty
	Weekly & monthly class test. Peaceful environment, parental guidance

Admission Started
Class 10 and 12 (Arts) Repeaters

Hostel AvAilAble for botH boys & girls (sepArAtely)
For details Contact: (M) 9862700227 / 9856857778. (O) 03862-248524 D-

55
00

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT 
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 6th June’18

No: Rev-1/90-D/1498-99 /   Notice is hereby 
given that Shri/Smti. Yanger Pongen resident of 
Dimapur who has applied for issue of mortgage 
clearance concerning to Patta No.318, Dag No.352 
measuring an Area.00-01-06 located at Block No/
Village.07, Mouza No.03 which has been mortgage 
in the NIDC Bank/Society.

Claim &Objection if any on the aforesaid land 
may be submitted in written in written in the Court 
of the undersigned on or before 14.06.18.

NOTICE

D-
55

04Sd/-  
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: Nagaland

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT 
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 7th June’18

No: Rev-1/90-D/   Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti Qhetoli Sema resident of Dimapur who has 
applied for issue of mortgage clearance concerning 
to Patta No.460, Dag No.706 measuring an Area.00-
00-07 located at Block No/Village.06, Mouza No.01 
which has been mortgage in the NIDC Bank/
Society.

    Claim &Objection if any on the aforesaid land 
may be submitted in written in   written in the Court 
of the undersigned on or before 14.06.18.

NOTICE

D-
55

05Sd/-  
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: Nagaland

5SCIENCE AND TECH
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Friday, June 8, 2018

NASA set to reveal 
new discovery on Mars 
by Curiosity rover

First footprints of animals discovered in China

India to soon acquire capacity to launch big satellites Explore two decades of Earth data with NASA’s Worldview tool

Researchers develop AI to identify, describe wild animals

Washington, June 7 
(IANS): NASA’s Curiosity 
rover has found new sci-
ence “results” on Mars 
and the agency will dis-
close the findings at a 
press conference that 
starts at 11.30 p.m. India 
time on Thursday.

NASA earlier this 
week announced that 
the Curiosity rover had 
started analysing drilled 
samples on Mars in one 
of its onboard labs for the 
first time in more than a 
year.

It had to stop analys-
ing samples on the Red 

Planet after a mechanical 
problem took the rover 
drill offline in December 
2016.

It successfully tested 
a new drilling method in 
May on the Red Planet, 
making a 50-millime-
tre deep hole in a target 
called “Duluth”. 

Launched in 2011, 
Curiosity was designed 
to assess whether Mars 
ever had an environment 
able to support small life 
forms called microbes. 

NASA has not yet pro-
vided clues on what the 
new results are about, 

but it said that during the 
event, NASA scientists 
will have chats with the 
the public and media on 
the findings. 

The public can send 
questions on social me-
dia and the event will air 
live on NASA Television 
and the agency’s web-
site. Interested people 
will also be able to watch 
it on several social me-
dia platforms including 
Facebook Live, YouTube 
and Twitter/Periscope.

The findings will also 
be published in the jour-
nal Science.

Beijing, June 7 (IANS): Researchers have un-
earthed the nearly 600 million years old fos-
sil footprints of animals, considered to be the 
earliest record, in China.

The study showed that the oldest foot-
prints were left between 551 million and 
541 million years ago during the Edi-
acaran period, about 245 million years 
before dinosaurs started roaming the 
Earth. 

The team from the Nanjing Insti-
tute of Geology and Palaeontology 
of the Chinese Academy of Sciences 
and Virginia Tech in the US discov-
ered two rows of imprints that are 
arranged in a series or repeated 
groups in irregular trackways and 
burrows.

These trackways were found in 
the Dengying Formation -- a site in the 
Yangtze Gorge area of southern China.

The trackways reveal that a bilaterian 
animal -- a creature with bilateral symmetry 
that has a head at one end, a back end at the 
other, and a symmetrical right and left side — 
such as arthropods and annelids made the 
tracks. 

Further, the footprints left behind by its 
multiple feet suggest that this sea-dwelling 
animal had paired appendages that raised its 
body above the ocean floor.

The trackways also appear to be con-
nected to burrows, suggesting that the 

animals may have periodically dug into 
sediments and microbial mats, perhaps 
to mine oxygen and food.

These trace fossils represent some 
of the earliest known evidence of ani-
mal appendages and extend the earli-
est trace fossil record of animals with 
appendages from the early Cambrian 
to the late Ediacaran Period. 

The body fossils of the animals 
that made these traces, however, have 

not yet been found. Maybe they were 
never preserved, the researchers said.

Bilaterian animals have until now 
been assumed to have appeared and ra-

diated suddenly during the “Cambrian Ex-
plosion” about 541-510 million years ago.

However, the fossil record of animal ap-
pendages confirms that their evolutionary 
ancestry was rooted in the Ediacaran Period, 
the researchers noted.

New Delhi, June 6 (IANS): With the 
Union Cabinet giving its nod to 
the continuation of GSLV-III pro-
gramme, India is set to soon acquire 
capability to launch the 4-tonne 
class of communication satellites.

At present, India launches 
smaller satellites of its own and oth-
er countries from Sriharikota.

Briefing the media after the Cab-
inet meet on Wednesday, Minister 
of State for Space Jitendra Singh 
also announced that India will soon 
be launching its second Moon mis-
sion called Chandrayaan-2 with a 
rover that would move on and ex-
amine the Moon’s surface.

The phase-I of the Geosyn-
chronous Satellite Launch Vehicle 
(GSLV) Mark-III will see launch 
of 10 GSLV flights between 2019-
2024, at a total estimated cost of Rs 
4,338.20 crore. 

“The operationalisation of GSLV 
Mk-III will make our country self-

reliant in the launching capability 
of 4-tonne class of communication 
satellites, and sustain and strength-
en the space infrastructure and re-
duce the dependence on procured 
launches from foreign countries,” 
Singh said.

The continuation programme 
will meet the launch requirement 
of communication satellites to 
meet the national demand for High 
Throughput Satellites for rural 
broadband connectivity, increase 
and sustain the availability of trans-
ponders for DTH, VSAT and televi-
sion broadcasters, he added. 

The GSLV Mk-III has been devel-
oped towards achieving indigenous 
launch capability to launch 4-tonne 
class of satellites into Geosynchro-
nous Transfer Orbit (GTO). It has com-
pleted one experimental flight (LVM3-
X) in 2014 and one developmental 
flight (GSLV MkIII-D1) in 2017. 

In a related development, the 

Cabinet also approved continua-
tion of the Polar Satellite Launch 
Vehicle (PSLV) programme phase 6 
and funding of 30 PSLV operational 
flights under the programme. 

“The programme will also meet 
the launch requirement of satellites 
for earth observation, navigation 
and space sciences. This will also 
ensure the continuity of production 
in Indian industry,” Singh said. 

The total fund requirement of Rs 
6,131 crore includes the cost of 30 
PSLV vehicles, essential facility aug-
mentation, programme manage-
ment and launch campaign, he said.

“The PSLV continuation pro-
gramme phase 6 will meet the de-
mand for the launch of satellites at a 
frequency up to eight launches per 
year, with maximal participation by 
the Indian industry. All the opera-
tional flights would be completed 
during the period 2019-2024,” the 
minister said.

Washington, June 6 
(IANS): Want to explore 
the Earth as it appears 
right now, or how it 
looked nearly 20 years 
ago? Browse NASA’s 
Worldview app for all the 
global imagery.

Users can also create 
data animations at the 
touch of a button and 
easily share imagery, 
NASA said in a state-
ment. 

The Worldview app 
shares the planetary 
change observed from 
the Moderate Resolu-
tion Imaging Spectrora-
diometer (MODIS) in-
strument aboard NASA’s 
Terra and Aqua Earth 
observing satellites. 

Terra launched on 
December 18, 1999, and 

was followed by Aqua in 
2002. Between them, the 
two satellites have spent 
more than 12,000 days in 
orbit and have amassed 
a tremendous archive of 
imagery and data, which 
is available for viewing 
through NASA’s Global 
Imagery Browse Services 
(GIBS) using the World-
view app, the statement 
said.

“In the ‘80s and ‘90s, 
if you wanted to look at, 
say, clouds off the coast 
of California, you had 
to figure out the time of 
year when it was best 
to look at these clouds, 
then place a data request 
for a specific window of 
days when you thought 
the satellite overflew the 
area,” said Santiago Gas-

New York, June 6 (IANS): 
Researchers have devel-
oped an Artificial Intel-
ligence (AI) system that 
can automatically iden-
tify, count and describe 
wild animals using pho-
tographs collected by 
“camera traps”, also called 
motion-sensor cameras.

The findings, pub-
lished in the journal 
Proceedings of the Na-
tional Academy of Sci-
ences (PNAS), showed 
that the AI system could 
automate animal identi-
fication for up to 99.3 per 
cent of images at an accu-
racy rate of 96.6 per cent 
which was similar to the 
rate achieved by crowd-
sourced teams of human 
volunteers.

“This technology lets 
us accurately, unobtru-
sively and inexpensively 
collect wildlife data, 
which could help cata-
lyse the transformation 
of many fields of ecology, 
wildlife biology, zoology, 
conservation biology and 
animal behaviour into 
‘big data’ sciences,” said 
Jeff Clune, Associate Pro-
fessor at the University of 
Wyoming in the US and 
senior author of the pa-
per.

“This will dramatically 

improve our ability to 
both study and conserve 
wildlife and precious eco-
systems,” Clune said.

The AI technique 
used by the researchers 
is called deep learning. 
Deep neural networks 
are a form of computa-
tional intelligence loosely 
inspired by how animal 
brains see and under-
stand the world. 

They require vast 
amounts of training data 
to work well, and the data 
must be accurately la-

belled - for example, each 
image being correctly 
tagged with which species 
of animal is present, how 
many there are, among 
others.

This study obtained 
the necessary data from 
Snapshot Serengeti, a 
citizen science project, 
which has deployed a 
large number of “camera 
traps” (motion-sensor 
cameras) in Tanzania that 
collect millions of images 
of animals in their natu-
ral habitat, such as lions, 

leopards, cheetahs and 
elephants. 

The information in 
these photographs is only 
useful once it has been 
converted into text and 
numbers. 

For years, the best 
method for extracting 
such information was to 
ask crowdsourced teams 
of human volunteers to 
label each image manu-
ally. 

The study harnessed 
3.2 million labelled imag-
es produced in this man-

ner by more than 50,000 
human volunteers over 
several years.

The researchers be-
lieve that the new deep 
learning technology can 
save a lot of valuable vol-
unteer time spent in la-
belling images.

“The deep learning 
algorithm is amazing and 
far surpassed my expec-
tations. This is a game 
changer for wildlife ecol-
ogy,” said Craig Packer 
from the University of 
Minnesota in the US.

so, an associate research 
scientist with NASA’s 
Goddard Earth Sciences 
Technology And Re-
search programme and 
Morgan State University 
in Maryland, US. 

“You would get a 
physical tape with these 
images and have to put 
this into the processing 
system. Only then would 
you know if the image 
was usable. This process 
used to take from days to 
weeks. 

“Now, you can look at 
images for days, weeks 

and even years in a mat-
ter of minutes in World-
view, immediately find 
the images you need, 
and download them for 
use. It’s fantastic!” Gasso 
said.

GIBS provides access 
to more than 600 satellite 
imagery products cov-
ering every part of the 
world. Worldview pulls 
imagery from GIBS and 
allows users to interac-
tively overlay all of these 
data products on top of a 
MODIS global base map 
from Terra or Aqua.
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Changing Names

G
overnments are meant to provide good gov-
ernance. But these days more and more gov-
ernments are indulging in populist meas-
ures rather than being keen for the welfare of 

people. Even after being in government, they always 
think about vote banks. The governments take steps 
to please one section of people or the other and in the 
process defeats the very essence of democracy of pro-
viding justice to each and every citizen. In earlier days, 
the opposition used to accuse Congress for being too 
soft towards minorities to garner votes. But now when 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) is in power, it is blindly 
following the footsteps of Congress of consolidating 
its vote bank by appeasement.

Simply driven by the appeasement logic BJP Gov-
ernment has now changed the name of iconic Mughal-
sarai Station to Deen Dayal Upadhaya Station. Clearly, 
BJP thinks that the move will consolidate its vote share 
as the late Upadhaya is among the tallest rightist lead-
ers of Independent India. Though some may differ 
with the ideology he followed, there is no denying that 
he was one of the notable sons of India. Every Indian 
should feel proud about him. But that doesn’t neces-
sarily mean that the fourth busiest junction of Indian 
Railways should be named to honour his memory. If 
such a trend continues, soon we will have to change 
the names of every railway station of the country.

Since its inception, Indian Railways has followed 
the principle of naming railway stations after the 
places. Various requests of changing the names of 
railway stations in memory of a particular person 
were rejected by the railways citing the same princi-
ple. Two notable exceptions were made in memory 
of two famous Bengali stalwarts. Gomoh Junction in 
Jharkhand was renamed as Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose Gomoh Junction as the leading figure of Indian 
freedom struggle left the country to wage a war against 
the British catching the Kalka Mail from this very sta-
tion. The other station is Karmartar in Jharkhand. It 
is now known as Vidyasagar station. It has been done 
as the noted social reformer and educationist of 19th 
Century spend few years of his life there. On the other 
hand, Indian Railways has many times rejected the 
demand of renaming the Silchar station in memory of 
those who lost their lives during the Language Agita-
tion (Bhasha Andolon) in early sixties. There are some 
other similar proposals are also pending with Indian 
Railways.

So the dynamics of changing the name of Mughal-
sarai Junction is easily understandable. Since coming 
to power with record majority more than a year ago, 
BJP Government in Uttar Pradesh instead of imple-
menting schemes for the welfare of the people it is 
now trying to divert the attention of the people from 
the real issues. The ruling BJP may try to publicise 
that by changing the name of the said railway station, 
it has honoured one of its strongest leaders. But will 
that step really ease the lives of crores of people of the 
state? Will the step be able to bring down the prices 
of essential commodities? Will it guarantee improved 
law and order situation in the state? Will the move 
solve the farm crisis? So, instead of counting gains 
of renaming, the Uttar Pradesh government should 
keep it in mind that its power is limited to change the 
names of certain places, but people have the power to 
change the government.  

The honey fungus is connected by vast underground transportation 
networks, spanning many kilometres.  (Armand Robichaud/Flickr, CC BY-NC)

There’s nothing like the beauty of  
a loving heart.

When our granddaughter Sarah was very young, she 
explained to me what happens when you die: “Only 
your face goes to heaven, not your body. You get a 

new body, but keep the same face.”
Sarah’s concept of our eternal state was a child’s un-

derstanding, of course, but she did grasp an essential truth. 
In a sense, our faces are a visible reflection of the invisible 
soul.

My mother used to say that an angry look might some-
day freeze on my face. She was wiser than she knew. A 
worried brow, an angry set to our mouths, a sly look in our 
eyes may reveal a miserable soul. On the other hand, kind 
eyes, a gentle look, a warm and welcoming smile—despite 
wrinkles, blemishes, and other disfigurements—become 
the marks of inner transformation.

We can’t do much about the faces we were born with, 
but we can do something about the kind of person we’re 
growing into. We can pray for humility, patience, kindness, 
tolerance, gratefulness, forgiveness, peace, and love (Gala-
tians 5:22–26).

By God’s grace, and in His time, may you and I grow 
toward an inner resemblance to our Lord, a likeness re-
flected in a kind, old face. Thus, as English poet John 
Donne (1572–1631) said, age becomes “loveliest at the 
latest day.”   
Lord Jesus, I want to be more like You each day. Help me 

to cooperate with the work You want to do in my heart.

  The Naga Independence Issue: A Demand Issue or a Defence Issue?

I
n what I consider as a most impor-
tant talk with an Indian Interlocutor, 
I was told by the gentleman that I had 
not understood a very important is-

sue in the present Indo-Naga Peace talks. 
He told me that India cannot grant Nagas 
their independence, lest in doing so, In-
dia disintegrate into pieces with Punjab, 
Kashmir, other North East Indian states 
and Southern Indian states demanding 
the same independent status. This remark 
came from his mouth after I had given him 
a brief review of our history dating back 
into the B.C. as well as early A.D. eras 
from neighbouring historical records as 
well as our own records of the many bat-
tles fought with our immediate neighbours 
stretching into hundreds of years.

As soon as he blurted out his remark, 
I retorted: “Sir, you have got it all wrong 
if  you think we are asking our independ-
ence from you.” I went on and said; when 
we had stated our independent stand even 
as far back as 1929 to the Simon Commis-
sion and also furnished the same stand in 
6 memorandums to the British before the 
transfer of  Power in 1947 and also over 
10 memorandums to the Indian people 
and declared our Independence on 14th 
August 1947 before India became an in-
dependent nation on 15th August 1947-
what makes you think that we are asking 
our independence from you?

 I also added, surely India did not ask 
Chinese or Russian permission to hoist 
their national flag over their own national 

lands. After all, the hoisting of  one’s na-
tional flag over one’s own territory is an 
exclusive prerogative right of  that particu-
lar nation. So I told this Indian gentle-
man; we are not asking our independence 
from you or Burma or for that matter 
even from the U.N.O. We are simply de-
manding that you (India), Burma and the 
U.N. recognise our Independence which 
was declared on 14th August 1947 over 
our own territories. I made it clear to him 
that our independence issue is not a de-
mand issue but a defence issue. 

This Indian gentleman also now 
knows that British records dating as far 
back as 1841, clearly shows demarcated 
Rengma Naga territories in the former 
Ahom kingdom of Assam. The gentle-

man therefore knows that the Nagas had 
already been inhabiting the plains of  As-
sam long before the Ahoms established 
their kingdom in the early 13th century. 
The Ahoms actually crossed the Naga 
Hills only in 1228 A.D. on their way from 
their Tai kingdom in upper Burma to the 
plains of  Assam. 

Now with, all these historical facts 
and their knowledge in the heads of  In-
dian interlocutors, one wonders what 
these interlocutors are going to grant to 
the Nagas regarding their future. After all, 
history can be twisted with so many lies, 
but the real facts of  history can never be 
erased or re-written by any Tom Dick or 
Harry -however powerful they may be.  

Kaka D. Iralu 

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

DAILY PATH
Faces

BIBLE READ:   GALATIANS 5:22–26
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

We all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s 
glory, are being transformed into his  

image with ever-increasing glory.    
~   2 Corinthians 3:18

Frank Islam | IANS

Tanya Latty | The Conversation

Secrets to Success For India’s Budding 
Entrepreneurs and Start-Ups 

Nature’s Traffic Engineers Have Come Up With Many Simple But Effective Solutions

I
ndia is blessed to be the third-largest start-up 
economy in the world. Unfortunately, there is a 
curse that comes with that blessing. That is, as in-
dicated in a 2016 report issued by the IBM Insti-

tute for Business Value and Oxford Economics, 90 per 
cent of Indian start-ups fail within five years.

The question is what can be done to reduce the 
number of failures? What are the secrets to success 
for India’s budding entrepreneurs and its business 
start-ups? There are many. But, based upon research 
findings and my own experience as an entrepreneur, I 
would like to highlight a critical few.

The IBM/Oxford report cited the lack of innovation 
as the primary reason for failing start-ups. A 2017 re-
port by KMPG India and the Confederation of Indian 
Industry (CII) cited innovation, along with scalability 
and digitisation, as one of the three pillars for building 
a sustainable business.

So, what does an entrepreneur do to innovate? 
Here is the surprising answer that Vivek Wadhwa, a 
noted American IT researcher, academic, writer and 
entrepreneur, gave in an article in the Washington Post 
on April 30: “In a video-conference hosted by Indian 
start-up website Inc42, I gave Indian entrepreneurs 
some advice that startled them. I said that instead of 
trying new things, they should copy and steal all the 
ideas they can from China, Silicon Valley and the rest 
of the world.”

Wadhwa goes on to explain that the reason that Sil-
icon Valley is the international leader and hotbed for 
information technology is that there is considerable 
“knowledge sharing” as engineers move from com-
pany to company. He observes that tech giants such 
as Facebook and Apple borrow and build on the ideas 
of others.

The KPMG/CII report makes a similar point on 
innovation, stating: “Not all innovation is radical or 
breakthrough. Innovation can also be incremental, yet 
small materially significant changes to the current op-
erating model or products or services.”

I would extend that even further to recommend 
that the focus for entrepreneurial innovation should 
be encompassing -- considering potential improve-
ments in the areas known as the 7 P’s of services mar-
keting: Product, Pricing, Place, Promotion, People, 
Process and Physical Evidence.

In addition, based upon my experience as an en-
trepreneur who took an information technology firm, 
the QSS Group, that I purchased in 1994 for $45,000 
and one employee -- me -- to sales of over $300 million 

and 3,000 employees when I sold it to Perot Systems 
in 2007, I would offer the following advice that I gave 
in the keynote address to the participants at US-India 
Start-Up Forum sponsored by American Bazaar in 
Mumbai, in February 2017:

* Believe in yourself and your business. Pursue 
your end goal with drive, determination and a passion 
to succeed.

* Find and focus on your niche market. Figure out 
early on who will be your target customer segments 
and key customers within those segments and build 
your business model around them.

* Deliver quality products and services that exceed 
customer expectations. Merely satisfying your cus-
tomer is not good enough. They need to receive the 
unanticipated in order to become loyal. This is as true 
for the neighborhood kirana stores as for Apple and 
Google.

* Surround yourself with talented people. Pay 
them well. Listen to them. Learn from them. And work 
closely with them. Remember, business is a team sport 
and not an individual one.

* Have no fear of failure. India is a market where 
investors have little tolerance for failure. But fear can 
be crippling. Put your faith in your plan and yourself 
and carry on.

While the strategies and tactics will differ given the 
nature of the business, I believe that addressing those 
five factors, along with the need for ongoing innova-
tion, are cross-cutting and can be used by an entrepre-
neur to provide the framework for becoming success-
ful in any start-up line of business.

There is no single formula for success, however, 
and the future is promised to no-one. Therefore, I will 
close with this final thought.

In a commencement address at Stanford Univer-
sity, Steven Jobs advised the graduates: “Your time is 
limited; so don’t waste it living someone else’s life.”

For budding entrepreneurs and owners of start-ups, 
I would modify Jobs’ advice and say: “Your time is lim-
ited; so don’t waste it trying to emulate someone else’s 
business. Don’t be a mere ‘me too’ business. Don’t be 
a clone. Find your inner entrepreneur. Chart your own 
path. Create a mission, vision and set of values that are 
unique to your enterprise. In other words, make it your 
journey. By doing so, you will define those secrets to 
success that will enable you to grow your small busi-
ness of today into the big business of tomorrow.”

(Frank F. Islam is a well-known entrepreneur, civic 
and thought leader based in Washington, D.C. The 

views expressed are personal. He can be contacted at 
ffislam@verizon.net)

A
s more and more people move 
to cities, the experience of be-
ing stuck in impenetrable grid-
lock becomes an increasingly 

common part of the human experience. 
But managing traffic isn’t just a human 
problem. From the tunnels built by ter-
mites to the enormous underground 
networks built by fungi, life forms have 
evolved incredible ways of solving the 
challenge of moving large numbers of 
individuals and resources from one 
place to another.

But how do natural systems – which 
lack engineers or in some cases even 
brains – build and manage their trans-
portation networks?
Building a transport network
Perhaps the most familiar animal trans-
port systems are the trail networks of 
ants. As ants walk through their envi-
ronment they leave behind tiny drop-
lets of an attractive chemical called a 
pheromone. Other ants are attracted 
to the chemical bouquet and as they 
follow it they add to the trail by leav-
ing their own droplets of pheromone. 
Like Hansel and Gretel leaving a trail 
of breadcrumbs, ants use their trails to 
find their way back home.

The Argentine ant (Linepithema 
humile) builds chemical trail networks 
that connect their nests using the short-
est possible path. Connecting points via 
the shortest path saves on construction 
costs by using less material and requir-
ing less effort.

Yet calculating the shortest path be-
tween a set of points is a very difficult 
task. So how do ants, which have brains 
smaller than a pinhead, figure out the 
solution?

The answer is elegant in its sim-

plicity. Short, direct paths are faster to 
traverse, and so more pheromone gets 
deposited by the higher density of ants. 
As ants are more likely to follow stronger 
pheromone trails, shorter, more direct 
trails attract more ants than do long me-
andering trails.

Meanwhile, fewer and fewer ants 
travel along the long paths, as they are 
attracted away by the stronger, shorter 
path. Eventually the longer paths disap-
pear altogether due to evaporation, leav-
ing only the direct routes. This simple 
mechanism allows small-brained Argen-
tine ants to solve a difficult problem.

Australian meat ants (Iridomyrmex 
purpureus) take trail-building to the 
next level. Meat ants diligently cut away 
all vegetation from their trails, creating 
a smooth path. Unlike Argentine ants, 
meat ants do not connect their nests us-
ing the shortest possible route. Instead 
they build a network that includes extra 
“redundant” links.

Connecting points with the shortest 
path takes less time and uses less en-
ergy, but it would also result in a fragile 
network; any damage to any trail would 
isolate one of the nests.

This is less of an issue for Argentine 
ants, which can rapidly repair any dam-
age to their trail system by depositing 
more pheromone droplets. For meat 
ants, however, damage to the system 
takes more time to fix. So rather than 
building a cheap but fragile network, 
meat ants build networks whose struc-
ture neatly balances the competing de-
mands of cost and robustness.
Walking in lanes
In most human road networks, traffic 
flows are organised by dividing traffic 
into lanes where all the cars travel in the 
same direction. The army ant (Eciton 
burchellii) also uses lanes – two outer 
ones for outbound traffic, and one inner 

lane for nest-bound 
traffic.

But how do the 
army ants organise 
this? Lanes form be-
cause ants heading 
to the nest often car-
ry heavy loads and 
so tend not to turn 
away during head-
on collisions. Ants 
leaving the nest tend 
to veer away from 
their heavily laden 
sisters and so end up 
in the outer lanes.

Again, a simple 
set of behavioural 
rules allows ants to 
ensure they have a 
fast, efficient transport system.
Pothole pluggers
Potholes are an annoying and jarring 
part of driving that can slow traffic to a 
crawl. So when workers of the army ant 
(Eciton burchellii) encounter uneven 
surfaces, they take one for the team and 
plug it with their living bodies. Workers 
even match their size to the hole that 
needs filling.

Teams of ants cooperate to fill larger 
holes. Ants will even form bridges to 
span larger gaps. They adjust the width, 
length and position of the bridge to ac-
commodate changes in traffic.

The result of these hardworking ants 
is a smooth, fast-flowing transport sys-
tem that works even over the bumpiest 
terrain.
Humongous fungus
It’s not just insects that build transport 
networks. Brainless organisms such as 
fungi and slime moulds are also master 
transportation designers.

Fungi build some of the biggest bio-
logical transportation systems on Earth. 

One giant network of honey fungus 
(Armillaria solidipes) spanned 9.6km. 
The network is made up of tiny tubules 
called mycelia, which distribute nutri-
ents around the fungi’s body.

Slime moulds – which are not fungi 
but giant single-celled amoebas – use a 
network of veins to connect food sourc-
es to one another.

In a highly creative experiment, re-
searchers used tiny bits of food to make 
a map of the Tokyo metro system, with 
the food representing stations. Amaz-
ingly, the slime mould quickly con-
nected all the points in a pattern that 
closely matched the actual Tokyo metro 
system. It seems slime moulds and en-
gineers use the same rules when con-
structing transport networks – yet the 
slime mould does it without the aid of 
computers, maps or even a brain!

Nature has found many different 
solutions to the universal problem of 
building and managing a transport sys-
tem. By studying biological systems, 
perhaps we can pick up a few tips for 
improving our own systems.
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): You should be 
feeling especially passionate today, Aries, 
so don’t be surprised if you can’t get sex and 
romance out of your mind. If you’re cur-

rently involved, schedule an intimate evening with 
your lover. If you aren’t involved, don’t be surprised if 
you pull someone new and exciting under your spell. 
Your passions could also spill into other parts of your 
life, including creative and intellectual interests. Make 
the most of it.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Long-buried 
emotions from the past, some of them pleas-
ant and some in need of release, could well 
up from your subconscious today, Taurus. 

This is likely to have an uplifting effect on your mental 
and emotional state, so don’t fight it. It’s also likely to 
release whatever hang-ups you might have about re-
lationships. Therefore, you can expect all your involve-
ments to thrive - particularly the romantic ones. Enjoy.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Some exciting 
social events or group activities could take 
place in your neighborhood today, Gemini. 
You’ll definitely want to attend. You may go 

with some close friends or a romantic partner. Con-
tact with others is likely to be intense and gratifying 
now, so expect your head to be spinning by day’s end. 
It’s definitely a great idea to spend some time alone 
with a romantic partner this evening. You’re feeling 
passionate.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Your business 
and financial interests definitely get a big 
boost today, Cancer, perhaps through con-
tacts with friends. Career matters are sky-

rocketing and your financial future looks promising. 
Keep up the good work. Your health is especially strong 
and vigorous, but your primary interest is likely to be 
romance, as you should be feeling especially passion-
ate. Schedule an intimate evening with a significant 
other and make the most of it.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Love and romance 
are apt to be your primary focus today, Leo. 
If you’re currently romantically involved, 
expect a wonderfully intense evening with 

your special someone. If you aren’t involved, don’t be 
surprised if someone new and exciting comes into 
your life, perhaps from another state or foreign coun-
try. Your creative abilities are also intensified. Take 
whatever time you need to memorize the ideas coming 
your way. You won’t want to forget them.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Today dreams, vi-
sions, and intuitive insights enrich your in-
novative side and interactions with others. 
Don’t hesitate to put your ideas into motion, 

Virgo, even if they seem a bit too ambitious. You’re well 
attuned to the collective unconscious and likely to be 
picking up on future trends, so be on the alert. You’re 
feeling especially sexy in the evening, so plan an inti-
mate get-together with your lover.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): A neighbor or rela-
tive you haven’t spoken to for a while might 
suggest attending a social event together, Li-
bra. Make the time, as it could open up doors 

for you that you wouldn’t normally expect. Relation-
ships of all kinds should be going especially well, and 
these include romantic ones. If you’re involved, expect 
to grow closer. If you aren’t currently involved, don’t be 
surprised if someone new and exciting enters your life.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Scorpio, your 
working life and income are likely to be 
enhanced today through the influence of 
people who live in distant states or foreign 

countries. The desire for knowledge is probably strong, 
and you might seek to develop some new skills. Your 
romantic life is also likely to be thriving since you feel 
passionate and project that feeling to others. Expect 
some surprises from a current or potential romantic 
partner.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Romance 
is front and center today, Sagittarius, as you’re 
probably feeling especially passionate. This is 
a great day to plan an intimate evening with a 

lover. Make use of candles, muted lights, and soft mu-
sic. You’re apt to be feeling especially passionate about 
your other interests, whether they’re intellectual, cre-
ative, or business oriented. You can expect to spend 
a lot of time pursuing your passions, no matter what 
they are.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You’re like-
ly to be feeling especially romantic today, 
Capricorn. If you’re currently involved, plan 
an intimate evening at home with your lov-

er. If you aren’t involved, anything goes. Don’t be sur-
prised if someone new and exciting comes into your 
life. Your imagination is high, so you might decide to 
put your energy into creative projects. Take whatever 
time you need. Don’t let the day pass you by.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Today you 
might find that your social life takes a defi-
nite turn for the better. You could receive 
more than one invitation to parties or group 

activities, Aquarius, and spend a lot of time on the 
phone discussing arrangements for future get-togeth-
ers. If you aren’t romantically involved now, you may 
meet someone promising. If you’re involved, make 
sure you reserve time for an intimate encounter with 
your special someone. Have fun.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Business and 
money matters may seem too good to be 
true, Pisces. Success and good fortune in 
these departments are definitely indicated 

for you today. If you’ve been trying to get a break in 
a creative or artistic field, it may finally manifest. The 
present looks profitable and the future bright. In the 
evening, celebrate by scheduling a romantic encoun-
ter with your lover. You should find it especially grati-
fying now.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

I
f you build it, they will come.’ 
It’s a Latin saying – Si tu id 
aeficas, ei venient – but it’s 
probably more recognisable 

because it sounds like what that 
disembodied voice says to Kevin 
Costner in the film Field of  Dreams 
(1989). And in the film, Costner 
does build it (a baseball field) and 
people do come. In either case, it’s 
a good way of  summing up the case 
for supply-side economics. 

But to understand that case, we 
need to break it down into its con-
stituent elements. And the thinking 
behind it goes like this: if  you want 
to stimulate the economy, then cut 
taxes on the rich (those who invest 
in and build things) and they will 
use this extra money to produce 
more stuff. Why? Because supply 
creates its own demand, so if  they 
produce more they will sell more, 
and the economy will expand. An 
expanding economy, in turn, ben-
efits everybody. There will be more 
jobs, wages will be higher, and gov-
ernment budget deficits will shrink. 
This latter effect, of  course, might 
seem counterintuitive. But the argu-
ment is that even though tax rates 
go down, the amount of  economic 
activity these cuts unleash will grow 
everyone’s income to such an ex-
tent that the total tax collected by 
the government, even at these lower 
rates, will actually go up. That’s 

what the supply-siders contend.
Given that the supply-side ap-

proach has been the policy of  the 
Republican Party for decades, this 
argument has proved convincing to 
a lot of  people. But let’s look at it a 
little more carefully. The notion that 
supply creates its own demand is 
known as Say’s law, after the French 
economist Jean-Baptiste Say (1767-
1832) who is credited with its for-
mulation. The thought is that when 
you produce more, you have to 
spend additional money to do so. 
This additional spending, in turn, 
provides people with extra income, 
and therefore the wherewithal to 
buy the additional goods you have 
created.

Of  course, you cannot just build 
anything. To sell more of  some-
thing, it has to be something that 
people actually want. Say himself  
acknowledged this. But let’s focus 
on the mechanics of  how increas-
ing production is supposed to give 
people the wherewithal to purchase 
more of  what they do want. Unfor-
tunately, the presumptions here just 
don’t make sense.

First, at most, building more 
goods simply introduces funds 
equivalent to their cost of  pro-
duction into the economy. But 
things don’t sell for their cost of  
production  – no one builds any-
thing unless they think they can 
price it at a profit. And if  you don’t 
think people will have enough new 

money to pay this price, why would 
you increase production?

Second, a lot of  the costs of  
production are what economists 
call ‘fixed’ costs; that is, the cost 
of  big things such as factories and 
office buildings and expensive ma-
chines and equipment, rather than 
the costs of  the additional labour 
and supplies necessary to build one 
extra thing, which are called ‘mar-
ginal’ costs. The total cost of  pro-
duction combines fixed and mar-
ginal costs, and fixed costs usually 
represent the far greater share. This 
means that when you build more 
stuff, it is not true that all the costs 
of  production are introduced into 
the economy as new money. You 
have merely injected new money 
to the extent you have incurred ad-
ditional marginal costs. And it is 
unlikely that a producer would take 
the risk of  ramping up production 
in a troubled economic environ-
ment if  all that could be recovered 
was the marginal costs.

Third, producers receive many 
of  the goods needed in the produc-
tion of  further goods from their sup-
pliers on credit. Why presume that 
all the marginal costs of  addition-
al production have actually been 
paid at the time the goods hit the 
shelves? Or that the ultimate con-
sumer is going to be willing to use 
credit to increase consumption in 
troubled times, even if  those higher 
up the chain have used credit to in-

crease production? More concern-
ing still, if  consumers do use credit, 
unless we later provide them with 
more income, we will have simply 
set ourselves up for another finan-
cial collapse when the teaser rates 
on their loans time out and further 
payments become unaffordable, as 
happened in 2008.

one of  these problems with 
supply-side thinking will come 
as a surprise to anyone who runs 
a business. They are happy to see 
their taxes cut, sure, but they are 
not going to use this extra money 
to increase production unless they 
think that their customers will have 
enough new money to buy these 
additional goods. And no reason-
able business person thinks that 
enough new money can be intro-
duced by increasing production 
alone. If  they did, record amounts 
of  cash wouldn’t be sitting in cor-
porate bank accounts doing noth-
ing, which is what has been hap-
pening for years now. Obviously, 
the people who control this cash 
don’t believe that supply creates 
its own demand. They think that 
increasing production without 
first seeing an increase in demand 
would be foolhardy.

History is also not on the sup-
ply-siders’ side. To see the failure 
of  the supply-side approach at the 
national level, all we need do is look 
at the 2001 and 2003 tax cuts signed 
into law by the then president of  

the United States, George W Bush. 
These tax cuts did not increase in-
vestment or production. Rather, the 
rich either hoarded this additional 
money or used it to bid up the price 
of  existing assets, creating asset 
bubbles and exponentially increas-
ingly economic inequality. And 
because economic activity did not 
increase enough to offset the loss of  
government revenue from reduced 
taxes, the deficit exploded. To see 
a similar result on the state level, 
in turn, we can look at the recent 
supply-side ‘Kansas experiment’. 
There, massive tax cuts on the rich 
and corporations almost bankrupt-
ed the state.

Remember also that in the 19th 
century, when Say devised his law, 
there was a huge amount of  un-
tapped demand for new goods; 
most costs were marginal costs; and 
most transactions were for cash, 
not credit. At that time, perhaps it 
seemed like supply did create its 
own demand. But not today. To-
day, to stimulate the economy, we 
need to increase demand first. And 
the best way to do this is by putting 
more money in the hands of  the 
people whom the economist John 
Maynard Keynes described in 1936 
as having the highest ‘marginal pro-
pensity to consume’. These are not 
the rich, but rather the poor and 
middle-class. For, as a group, these 
are the people who can be counted 
on to spend all their income where-

as, as we have already seen, the rich 
are likely to keep a chunk of  it in 
cash. Once demand is increased 
among the poor and middle-class, 
Keynes argued, production will rise 
to meet it.

In deciding whether to go with 
the supply-side or the Keynesian ap-
proach to stimulating the economy, 
there is one more consideration 
that is relevant. Recent history has 
shown that we can’t be sure that 
economic expansion alone will 
solve our wider economic prob-
lems. Almost all of  the benefits of  
economic growth during the past 
30 years or so have accrued to the 
rich, and mostly to the super-rich. 
Real income for most people has 
been stagnant or even declined. 
The new jobs that have been cre-
ated are mostly temporary, low-
wage, no-benefit jobs. Permanent, 
good-wage jobs with benefits have 
continued to disappear. Rather than 
giving money to the rich in these 
circumstances and hoping that it 
trickles down to the rest of  us, as 
the supply-siders suggest, it would 
be better to give money to the poor 
and middle-class, as the Keynesians 
suggest. The Keynesian approach, 
after all, has worked many times in 
the past. Indeed, it’s how the West 
emerged from the Great Depres-
sion. But most importantly, if  for 
some reason it doesn’t work, at least 
we will have made the right people 
better off.

Even If You Build It, The Poor Can’t Come: Against Supply-Side

Ambrose .J.Chakre
Rajendra Shende | IANS 

Leader of Passion‘Why Can’t Action Against CFCs Be Replicated Against Plastics?

W
ithout a heart of compas-
sion it is impossible to 
sacrifice our time and ef-
forts for the cause. With-

out a compassionate heart a leader 
would be labeled as a power abuser. 
That is particularly true in the field of 
secular leadership and that is preva-
lent even in the Christian leadership 
but that is an attitude which shouldn’t 
be present in a Christian leader. With-
out an attitude of compassion a Chris-
tian leader would be labeled as a grace 
abuser. That is not a term which is 
enviable but that is what some of us 
are. In order not to have that infamous 
term related to us we need to know 
where we are lacking in the areas of 
spiritual leadership. Those spiritu-
ally led are admirably compassionate. 
Contrary to that those humanly led 
are detestably aggressive and heart-
less. In the absence of grace, ungrace 
makes its presence felt. The attitude of 
ungrace in a person makes the person 
disgraceful. This is not to highlight this 
unwanted attitude but this is to cre-
ate awareness about the devastating 
consequences of it. This keeps peo-
ple from coming closer to the way of 
truth.

A spiritual leader is expected to be 
graceful, not monstrous. Those spir-
itually led are usually graceful and 
compassionate towards the masses. 
Since their concern towards them is 
genuine their attitude towards them 
is graceful. A heart of compassion 
is what characterizes such people. 
Their actions and their approach to 
life speaks a lot about them. The emo-
tional attachment they have towards 
them makes them feel the urgency to 
be spiritually attached. If your com-
passion towards them is genuine, you 
will be definitely passionate in what 
you do. And people follow someone 
who is passionate in what he or she 
does. The godly passion in evidenced 
in your facial expression. Your face 
glows when the godly passion inside 
you burns. According to the passion-

ate impulses in you, your works will 
be determined by your involvement 
in it. 

In addition to the virtue of humil-
ity in you, you have to compliment 
it by having a firm and strong char-
acter which will ultimately define 
the person in you. The person in you 
defines your worth. Wisdom is the re-
quirement that determines the level 
of your influence. John Wesley the 
founder of the Methodist church is 
a prominent example of humility in 
action. He was from an aristocratic 
background but his early congrega-
tions were the daily laborers. With the 
wisdom imparted in him, he started 
small which in the process started 
growing at an enormous rate which 
ultimately gave birth to the church in 
what is now known as the Methodist. 
This is the power of grace which was 
bestowed on him. There are many 
whom God used in a mighty way. 
They are what they are because they 
did what they had to do. And you can 
be what you will be if you do what 
you have to do.

Not everyone is called to be a lead-
er but if you feel that you are called, 
consider it as a blessing and a respon-
sility for you to carry. You can reach 
the top by thinking of yourself less. 
This may sound foolish in the eyes of 
the world but this is the godly wisdom 
which only the godly can understand. 
If you take heed, someday your efforts 
will definitely bear fruit. That will be 
when you will witness the promise. 
The further you want to go you have to 
be realistically wise. It will be through 
the wisdom you apply that will deter-
mine what your worth as a leader is. 
The usage of these guidelines will fur-
ther the purpose of the cause and you 
quest for it.

If you walk and work passionate-
ly towards it, you will taste and see 
the fruit of your labour. If you want 
to reach the full potential, you have 
to know what is essential for your 
journey towards it. Once you know 
what it is, believe that it will happen 
and it will definitely happen accord-
ing to His will.

I
t may be true that the world 
is drowning in plastics. How-
ever, in the last few weeks, we 
are submerged more in statis-

tics than in plastics.
For example: One million plas-

tic drinking water bottles are pur-
chased every minute, five trillion 
single-use plastic bags are used 
worldwide every year, half of all 
plastic produced is designed to be 
used only once and then thrown 
away. The world has produced 
till date about 8.3 billion tonnes 
of plastics, that is more than one 
tonne per person. Out of the glo-
bal plastic production of 380 mil-
lion tonnes in 2016, equivalent 
of the total weight of the human 
population, only about 10 percent 
is recycled and another 12 per 
cent incinerated. 

Nearer home, in India, more 
than five to seven million tonnes 
of plastic waste is generated every 
year of which 40 percent remains 
uncollected and lies scattered. 
Eventually it enters rivers and 
oceans and the food chain. The 
balance is mostly sent to landfills 
or burned. 

A UN report makes the shock-
ing prediction that, by 2050, there 
will be more plastic in the oceans 
than fish. 
What is our response? 
Get armed with gloves, bags and 
put on military shoes. Get into 
half-sleeved shirts and then with 
battalions of men, women, chil-
dren start picking littered plastics 
from streets, beaches, parks, for-
ests and river banks. Indeed, when 
such armies are led by national 
and international leaders in the 
“great global plastic pick-up”, the 
dedication is obvious.

Many critics, however, say 
that it is “end-of-the-pipe” solu-
tion that overshadows the root 

problem and does not allow us 
to see the forest for the trees. It is 
like cleaning the rivers without 
preventing the untreated waste 
streams flowing into them. 

Should not we, therefore, pre-
vent the unnecessary production 
and consumption of plastics that 
results in waste generation? Is it 
not futile to keep collecting waste 
with armies of citizens, that too 
without any clue of how to dis-
pose the collected plastic?

When the world solved the life-
threatening challenge of ozone 
layer depletion, caused by man-
made ozone-depleting chemicals 
like CFCs, we did not keep on 
capturing CFCs. We stopped their 
production and consumption. We 
developed effective alternatives to 
CFCs over the years. CFCs were re-
cycled till alternatives were found. 
The producing industries were 
given strict targets to get alterna-
tives and close down production 
of ozone-depleting chemicals. 

Developed countries helped de-
veloping countries like India and 
China. 

World Environment Day, a 
flagship campaign of United Na-
tions Environment Programme 
(UNEP), has a theme and a host 
country each year. Indeed, it cre-
ates global awareness among the 
topmost policymakers as well all 
stakeholders on environmental is-
sues. This year’s was a watershed 
because UNEP chief Erik Solheim 
drew attention to the menace of 
plastic waste. He criss-crossed 
the host country, India, and even 
joined the army of citizens clean-
ing the beaches. 

A blog on the UNEP web-
site, interestingly, states the crit-
ics’ point of view that cleaning 
a beach is not turning the tide, 
because the tide will just come 
in again, depositing more plastic 
cups, bottles, straws, bags and dis-
carded fishing equipment.

Indeed, clean-up campaigns, 

like that on Versova beach in 
Mumbai, do make a difference. 
Every piece of trash that is col-
lected and taken away means 
one less life-threatening item for 
birds, turtles or whales to swal-
low. Clean-ups also inspire and 
educate masses to take action for 
responsible consumption.

But what is needed is to ad-
dress the challenge at its source. 
CEOs of the manufacturers of 
plastics, products and its design-
ers must join the “everlasting 
clean-up” by reducing unneces-
sary plastic at source, design less 
harmful plastics and develop the 
best recycling processes. Extend-
ed liability for the protection of 
the environment lies with the pro-
ducers as well as consumers. 

(Rajendra Shende, Chairman 
TERRE Policy Centre, is a former 

UNEP Director and IIT alumnus. 
The views expressed are personal. 

He can be contacted at shende.
rajendra@gmail.com)
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Bhima-Koregaon violence: Civil society 
org. come together to condemn the arrests 

Sushma to meet families of 
Indians abducted in Afghanistan

‘Seeing Pranab at RSS HQ left millions 
of Congress workers anguished’

PM Modi to meet Xi on SCO Summit sidelines in China 

BJP chief meets Akali Dal leadership; discusses 2019 polls 

Nagrota Army camp attack accused 
were in touch with JeM leaders — NIA

Reliance Big TV ropes 
in 50K post offices for 
set-top box booking

Kathua rape: Pathankot court frames charges against seven

38 Indians rescued from Yemen safely reach Porbandar

PTI

Police vehicles carrying five Dalit activists from Maharashtra and New Delhi arrested by Pune Police 
are taken to the court in their alleged Maoist links in the Bhima-Koregaon violence case, in Pune on 
Thursday, June 7, 2018.

PTI

BJP president Amit Shah shakes hands with Punjab former chief minister Parkash Singh Badal as Sukhbir 
Singh Badal looks on during a closed-door meeting with the top Shiromani Akali Dal leadership, in 
Chandigarh on Thursday, June 7, 2018.

PTI

Activists of various left parties raise slogans against the NDA government over the abduction of seven 
Indian workers in Afghanistan, in New Delhi, on Thursday, June 7, 2018.

New Delhi, June 7 (PTI): A 
protest meeting was held 
in the national capital 
today to condemn the 
arrests of five activist-in-
tellectuals by the Pune 
Police in connection with 
the Bhima Koregaon vio-
lence in January.

The Pune Police had 
yesterday arrested the five 
and claimed that they had 
Maoist links.

T h e  a r r e s t e d  a r e 
prominent Dalit activist 
Sudhir Dhawale; Head 
of English Department, 
Nagpur University, Sho-
ma Sen; activist Mahesh 
Raut; Kerala-native Rona 
Wilson, who is associated 
with the Committee for 
Release of Political Prison-
ers; and general secretary 
of the Indian Association 
of People’s Lawyers (IAPL) 
Surendra Gadling.

The protest organ-
ised at Jantar Mantar saw 
the participation of All 
India Students Associa-
tion (AISA), All India Stu-
dents Federation, Asso-
ciation for Protection of 
Civil Rights, etc. where 
participants expressed 
concern about the recent 
tendency of the govern-
ment of branding people 
as anti-nationalists if they 
support the cause of Dal-
its and also demanded the 
release of those arrested.

The protesting activ-
ists claimed that people 
who raised a voice for 
their constitutional rights 
were being branded as 
Naxalites and Maoists 
by the government and 

were being sent behind 
the bars.

Activist Anirban Bhat-
tacharya said, It was (B 
R) Ambedkar who was 
first branded as an anti-
national. He said that if 
someday he was asked to 
choose between the wel-
fare of the country and the 
welfare of the Dalit com-
munity he would choose 
the welfare of the Dalit 
community. All the peo-
ple following Dr Ambed-
kar’s footsteps and sup-
porting the oppressed in 
the society are regarded 
as anti-nationals. 

IAPL vice-president 
Sudha Bharadwaj, who 
was also present at the 

meeting, said that the 
arrests had been made to 
discourage the unity and 
organising of Dalit and 
Bahujans against castiest-
Hindutva forces. She said 
that it was being done to 
deter lawyers and activists 
standing up for political 
prisoners.

If  they had found 
something at that time, 
why did they not arrest 
these persons there and 
then? Gadling was ar-
rested in the case, under 
the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act (UAPA), 
in which the FIR was reg-
istered in January and 
conspiracy charges were 
added in March, she 

claimed.
Gadling was the de-

fence counsel for Delhi 
University professor G 
N Saibaba who was con-
victed for Maoist links.

AISF national presi-
dent Valli Ullah Khadri 
said that this was the time 
when everyone should 
be united against such 
forces.

This is not a new form 
of attack. We have to stand 
united and we should 
be a ready for a fight. We 
are not afraid of such ar-
rests and we are ready to 
court arrests. Whenever 
we have talked about the 
rights of farmers or Dal-
its, we are sent to jails, he 

added.
The case in which all 

these people were arrest-
ed was registered against 
the organisers of Elgar 
Parishad and Kabir Kala 
Manch (KKM) members.

A senior police offic-
ers had said that some of 
arrested activists were the 
“top brass of the Urban 
Maoists”.

T h e  e v e n t  ( E l g a r 
Parishad) was attended 
by Gujarat MLA and Dalit 
leader Jignesh Mevani, 
JNU student leader Umar 
Khalid, Rohit Vemula’s 
mother Radhika Vemula, 
and Bharip Bahujan Ma-
hasangh president Pra-
kash Ambedkar.

Shaniwarwada, a his-
torical fortification in the 
city, had remained the 
seat of the Peshwas of 
the Maratha empire until 
1818.

One person was killed 
in the caste violence be-
tween two groups near 
Sanaswadi, adjacent to 
Koregaon Bhima. The vio-
lence led to the statewide 
Dalit agitation.

The mobs had dam-
aged and torched sev-
eral vehicles and shops 
on New Year’s day and the 
houses of local residents 
were also ransacked.

The Pune Police had 
registered a case against 
Hindutwa leader Ekbote 
and another Bhide. Ek-
bote has already been 
arrested in the case.

Bhide and Ekbote are 
accused of orchestrating 
the violence.

New Delhi, June 7 (IANS): 
External Affairs Minister 
Sushma Swaraj will meet 
sometime next week the 
families of the six Indians 
abducted in Afghanistan 
last month, an official said 
on Thursday.

At a media briefing 
here, External Affairs 
Ministry spokesperson 
Raveesh Kumar said Su-
shma Swaraj, currently in 
South Africa, had offered 
to meet them sometime 
next week.

“I am sure when she 
comes back, she would 
like to meet them and we 
are working out a date and 
a time for that,” Kumar 
said. 

Militants abducted 

seven people, including 
six Indians, on May 6 in 
Afghanistan’s Baghlan 
province.

 The kidnapping took 
place in Bagh-e-Shamal 
village.

According to local of-
ficials, the incident oc-
curred while the employ-
ees were travelling to the 
area where the company 
has a contract for an elec-
tricity sub-station. 

Baghlan Governor Ab-
dulhai Nemati said the 
Taliban had done the 
kidnapping and moved 
the group to the Dand-
e-Shahabuddin area of 
Pul-e-Khumri city.

According to Kumar, 
the government was giv-

ing top priority to this 
problem. “We are in touch 
with the Afghan side, we 
are in touch with other 
stakeholders. 

“Since it is matter of 
great sensitivity and lives 
are involved, so I would 
not like to get into two 
many details in this mat-
ter.” 

Kidnapping of locals 
for extortion is common 
in Afghanistan. Most of 
those abducted have been 
Afghans but foreign work-
ers have also become tar-
gets.

In 2016, Indian aid 
worker Judith D’Souza 
was kidnapped in Kabul. 
She was released after 40 
days.

New Delhi, June 7 (IANS): Congress 
leader Anand Sharma on Thursday 
said that images of former President 
Pranab Mukherjee at RSS head-
quarters had anguished millions 
of Congress workers and all those 
who believed in pluralism, diversity 
and the foundational values of the 
Indian Republic.

Sharma, who had met Mukher-
jee a few days ago in a bid to per-
suade him against going to the RSS 
event, also said dialogue can only 
be with those who are willing to 

listen, absorb and change and there 
is nothing to suggest that RSS has 
moved away from its core agenda. 

“The images of Pranab Da, vet-
eran leader and ideologue at RSS 
Headquarters have anguished mil-
lions of Congress workers and all 
those who believed in pluralism, di-
versity and the foundational values 
of the Indian Republic,” he said in a 
tweet as television channels beamed 
images of Mukherjee watching the 
RSS drill as part of its ‘Tritya Varsh’ 
event.

“Dialogue can only be with 
those who are willing to listen, ab-
sorb and change.  There is nothing 
to suggest that RSS has moved away 
from his core agenda as it seeks le-
gitimacy,” he added.

Congress also took at a dig at 
RSS from its official Twitter handle. 

“Today is a very fitting day to 
bring you all a primer on what the 
RSS really stands for,” the party said 
and attached a video titled ‘RSS for 
Dummies: A guide for the average 
girl and guy’.

New Delhi, June 7 (PTI): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will hold a bilater-
al meeting with Chinese 
President Xi Jinping on 
Saturday on the sidelines 
of the SCO Summit during 
which they will take stock 
of the implementation of 
decisions taken at the in-
formal summit just over a 
month ago in Wuhan.

Modi is expected to 
hold nearly half a dozen bi-
lateral meetings with lead-
ers of other SCO countries. 
However, there is no official 
word on whether there will 
be any interaction between 
Modi and Pakistan Presi-

dent Mamnoon Hussain, 
who is scheduled to attend 
the meeting in China.

The bilateral meeting 
with President Xi would 
take place on June 9, while 
meetings with other lead-
ers on the sidelines of the 
Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO) Sum-
mit in Qingdao were being 
finalised, Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs Spokesperson 
Raveesh Kumar said at a 
media briefing here.

Officials have said Modi 
and Xi are expected to take 
stock of implementation of 
decisions taken at their in-
formal summit in Wuhan.

Russian President 
Vladimir Putin is also ex-
pected to attend the sum-
mit.

Modi had last month 
met Putin in an informal 
summit in Sochi.

The SCO was founded 
at a summit in Shanghai 
in 2001 by the presidents 
of Russia, China, Kyrgyz 
Republic, Kazakhstan, 
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. 
India and Pakistan became 
its members last year, and 
are participating as full 
members for the first time.

This was conveyed by 
Chinese Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi to External Affairs 

Minister Sushma Swaraj 
during a meeting held on 
the sidelines of the BRICS 
Foreign Ministers Meeting 
in South Africa this week, 
he said.

This was also conveyed 
by China’s Vice Foreign 
Minister Kong Xuanyou 
to Foreign Secretary Vijay 
Gokhale in a meeting held 
here, Kumar said.

In his address at the 
Shangri-La Dialogue, Modi 
said Asia and the world will 
have a better future when 
India and China work to-
gether with trust and confi-
dence while being sensitive 
to each other’s interests.

Chandigarh, June 7 (IANS): 
BJP President Amit Shah 
on Thursday met leaders of 
alliance partner Shiromani 
Akali Dal (SAD) here and 
discussed the strategy for 
the 2019 Lok Sabha elec-
tions.

Shah, who arrived here 
on Thursday afternoon, 
drove straight to the gov-
ernment apartment of five-
time former Chief Minister 
Parkash Singh Badal in 
Sector 4 here, and held a 

closed-door meeting with 
top Akali Dal leadership.

Apart from Parkash 
Singh Badal, 90, Shah met 
Badal’s son and party Presi-
dent Sukhbir Singh Badal 
whose wife Harsimrat Kaur 
Badal is the Union Minister 
for Food Processing in the 
Narendra Modi govern-
ment.

Leaders of the SAD 
and BJP’s Punjab unit were 
present at the meeting 
which, party sources said, 

was held in a cordial at-
mosphere.

Senior Akali leader 
Sikander Singh Maluka 
told the media earlier that 
while the outreach cam-
paign of the BJP President 
to the NDA allies was a wel-
come step, it was started a 
“little late” in the day. 

The meeting was held 
as part of Shah’s initiative to 
connect with the Bharatiya 
Janata Party allies in the 
National Democratic Alli-

New Delhi/Srinagar, June 
7 (IANS): The three men 
arrested for the November 
2016 attack on the Nagrota 
Army camp in Jammu and 
Kashmir were in regular 
touch with Jaish-e-Mo-
hammad (JeM) command-
ers based in Pakistan, NIA 
officials said on Thursday.

A National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) official 
said in Delhi: “Interroga-
tion of Mohammad Ashiq 
Baba, JeM operative Syed 
Muneer-Ul-Hasan-Qadri 
and Pulwama-based tim-
ber dealer Tariq Ahmad 
Dar has revealed that they 
were in regular touch with 
JeM commanders.” 

The official said that 
they were  in  contact 
through Whatsapp voice 
and text messages with 
Maulana Mufti Ashghar 
based in Muzaffarabad, 
whose nephew Waqas, a 
JeM commander in south 
Kashmir, died in a shoot-
out with security forces 
near Pulwama. 

“They were also in 
touch with Qari Zarar, an-
other JeM commander in 

charge of launching ter-
rorists into Jammu region, 
based out of Rawalpindi 
and Waseem and Abu Tal-
ha,” he added.

In furtherance of the 
conspiracy to organise at-
tacks on security forces 
in the Valley, Baba visited 
Pakistan four times by “le-
gally” crossing through the 
Wagah border between 
2015 and 2017. 

“Baba obtained visas 
for Pakistan visits after 
getting reference letters 
from Hurriyat leaders Syed 
Ali Shah Geelani, Abdul 
Gani Bhat and Maulana 
Umar Farooq,” the official 
claimed. 

The officer said: “Baba 
met JeM commanders and 
took directions from them 
after getting clearance 
from local ISI (Inter-Serv-
ices Intelligence) agent. 
Baba thereafter, on return, 
received instructions on 
how and when to receive 
the group of terrorists.” 

Seven soldiers were 
killed in the attack on the 
Nagrota Army camp in 
November 2016. Three at-

tackers too were killed in 
the counter-operation.

The NIA claimed that 
the three accused received 
a group of three attackers 
on November 28, 2016, a 
day before the attack and 
travelled in two vehicles to 
Jammu after keeping their 
weapons concealed in one 
of the two cars owned by 
Dar and Baba. 

“They parked the car 
with weapons at a paid 
parking slot and then stayed 
at a hotel in Jammu. The 
same day, Baba took one of 
the attackers, Abu Hisham, 
to Nagrota to show him 
the spot to be attacked and 
returned to the hotel,” the 
official said. The official 
said that later in the night, 
the three Indian terrorists 
left for the attack site along 
with the Pakistani attack-
ers and were dropped near 
the Army camp. 

He said that Baba and 
Qadri received another 
group of three terrorists 
in March 2017 from the 
Samba Sector and dropped 
them at Khrew near Pam-
pore. 

New Delhi, June 7 (IANS): In line with 
its vision of offering zero-cost enter-
tainment to around 130 crore Indians, 
Reliance Big TV has so far partnered 
with 50,000 post offices in the country 
to facilitate booking of “free” high-
definition, high-efficiency video coding 
(HD HEVC) set-top boxes by making an 
initial payment of INR 500.

Bookings at post offices will com-
mence from June 20 and those across 
Rajasthan, Punjab, Uttarakhand, And-
hra Pradesh, Karnataka, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, 
Mizoram, Nagaland and Sikkim can 
avail the facility, the direct to home 
(DTH) television operator said in a state-
ment on Thursday.

“Now, every Indian household can 
have our HD HEVC set-top boxes at 
their disposal and can be booked from 
listed Indian post offices,” said Vijender 
Singh, Director, Reliance Big TV.

The offer includes several paid chan-
nels free for one year and up to 500 free-
to-air (FTA) channels would be provided 
free of cost for five years.

“With this tie-up, we will have a wid-
er reach since Indian Post Office has an 
incredible reach. The same would help 
the users to book this incredible offer by 
paying INR 500 at any of the post offices 
in the stipulated states,” added Singh.

Pathankot (Punjab), June 7 (IANS): A court in 
this Punjab town on Thursday framed charges 
against seven accused in the rape and murder 
case of an eight-year-old girl in Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Kathua district.

The district and sessions court here framed 
charges against seven of the eight accused. 
The trial of the case, which was shifted from 
Jammu and Kashmir to here following orders 
of the Supreme Court, began on May 31.

The seven -- alleged mastermind Sanji 
Ram, his son Vishal Jangotra, Vishal’s friend 
from Rasana village, a sub-inspector of po-
lice, a head constable and two special police 
officers (SPOs) -- were shifted to Pathankot 

on May 31.
The eighth accused is a juvenile and his 

trial is being held separately in Kathua.
The trial was shifted to Pathankot on the 

plea of the victim’s father.
The apex court also directed the District 

and Sessions Judge, Pathankot to hold the 
trial in-camera on a daily basis without any 
adjournment.

The eight-year-old girl was abducted, held 
prisoner in a religious place, repeatedly raped 
and brutally murdered.

Two senior ministers of the ruling PDP-BJP 
coalition had to resign following their partici-
pation in a rally in favour of the accused.

New Delhi, June 7 (IANS): 
The 38 Indians evacuated 
from Socotra island in Yemen 
Indian Naval Ship (INS) Suna-
yana on June 3 landed safely 
at Porbandar on Thursday, a 
defence statement said.

The rescued citizens were 
received at Porbandar har-
bour by Rear Admiral Sanjay 
Roye, Flag Officer Command-
ing Gujarat, Daman and Diu 
Naval Area. After initial brief-
ing about the scheduled dis-
embarkation formalities, they 
were put through mandatory 
customs clearance and immi-
gration checks, the Navy said. 

“After completion of all 
the administrative formalities, 
they have been handed over 
to the civil police to facilitate 
their return to native places,” 
the Navy said in a statement. 

The Indians were stranded 
for nearly 10 days after se-
vere cyclonic storm “Mekenu” 
devastated the area around 
Socotra Island. 

INS Sunayna was diverted 
from Gulf of Aden deployment 
to Socotra Island for search 
and rescue operation after In-
dian Navy received a distress 
call from Directorate General 
of Shipping and Indian Sail-

ing Vessels Association. The 
operation was codenamed 
“Operation Nistar”.

The 38 Indians were suc-
cessfully rescued and evacu-
ated in the early morning of 
June 3. 

“All evacuees were safely 
embarked onboard the ship 
and were immediately pro-
vided with medical care, food, 
water and telephone facili-
ties. Thereafter, the ship also 
undertook intensive surface 
search and aerial reconnais-
sance of the area to look for 
any more survivors,” the Navy 
statement said.

ance (NDA). 
Shah had met NDA 

ally and Shiv Sena Presi-
dent Uddhav Thackerey 
in Mumbai on Wednesday. 

The SAD-BJP alliance 
did not do too well in the 
Punjab Assembly elections 
early last year. They also 
did not fare well in the Lok 
Sabha polls in April-May 
2014 despite a clear Modi 
wave in most other states 
in north India.

Both parties, which 
have an alliance for over 
three decades in Punjab, 
were relegated to the third 
spot in the 2017 Assembly 
polls as new entrant Aam 
Aadmi Party got 20 seats in 
the 117-member Assembly 
and became the principal 
opposition party.

The Congress, which 
was out of power in Punjab 
for a decade (2007-2017), 
during which period the 
Akali Dal-BJP alliance ruled 
Punjab, got 77 seats in the 
Assembly (the Congress 
tally increased to 78 after 
win in Shahkot by-election 
last month, giving the party 
a two third majority in the 
house).

Out of the 13 Lok Sabha 
seats in Punjab, the Akali 
Dal-BJP combine holds five 
(four Akali Dal; one of BJP), 
while the Congress has four 
seats and AAP another four.
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Trump hosts Japan’s PM five 
days before summit with Kim

Merkel expresses skepticism over upcoming G7 summit

Trump blames Canada for burning White House in 1812 War

Temporary ceasefire reached 
with Taliban — Afghan Prez

Pak SC allows Musharraf 
to file nomination papers 

China says ‘no clue’ on mystery 
illness striking US diplomats 

18 killed in 
Baghdad 
explosion

Washington, June 7 (PTI/
AFP): With less than a 
week to go before meet-
ing North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un, US Presi-
dent Donald Trump plays 
host today to Japanese 
Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe, who wants his voice 
heard ahead of the un-
precedented talks.

Trump and Abe will 
hold a joint press confer-
ence at the White House 
in the early afternoon, 
before heading to Canada 
for what promises to be 
a tense Group of Seven 
summit clouded by the 
US leader’s aggressive 
trade policies.

Since the first inkling 
that a Trump-Kim sum-
mit could be on the cards, 
Japan has repeatedly in-
sisted that Washington 
be mindful not to let its 
guard down with the nu-
clear-armed regime in 
Pyongyang.

And by coming to 
Washington to see Trump 
for the second time in 
less than two months, 
Abe wants to be sure to 
get his point across to the 
US president, amid the 
intense diplomatic flurry 
over the future of the Ko-
rean peninsula.

Before leaving Tokyo, 
the Japanese leader em-
phasized that during his 
lightning visit to Washing-
ton, he hoped to “closely 
coordinate and agree” 
with Trump on an ap-
proach to the North Korea 
issue.

And he clearly out-
lined what would need 
to happen for the June 

AP/PTI

Donald Trump (File Photo)

Ashraf Ghani

AP/PTI

Angela Merkel (File Photo)

12 summit in Singapore 
to be a success: tangible 
progress on curbing the 
North’s nuclear and bal-
listic missiles programs, 
as well as answers about 
Japanese nationals kid-
napped by Pyongyang in 
the 1970s and 1980s.

At their last meeting 
at Trump’s Florida retreat 
in April, the US president 
promised Abe to raise the 
politically sensitive ab-
ductions issue in any talks 
with Pyongyang.

But the subject is 
hardly a priority for the 
businessman-turned-
president, whose strategy 
appears to be in constant 
flux.

Ab ov e  a l l ,  Tr u m p 

seems most enthused by 
the notion of being the 
first sitting US leader to 
hold direct talks with a 
scion of the ruling Kim 
dynasty.

The intensifying di-
plomacy on North Korea 
has so far left Abe as the 
odd man out: Trump is 
preparing to meet Kim, 
while Chinese President 
Xi Jinping and South Ko-
rea’s Moon Jae-in have 
each already seen the 
North’s leader twice.

For Richard Armitage, 
a former senior diplomat 
during the administra-
tion of George W. Bush, 
Tokyo runs a very real risk 
of finding itself out in the 
cold after the Trump-Kim 

talks.
“We should absolutely 

prevent decoupling -- de-
coupling Japanese and US 
security,” he told AFP.

“This is and has been 
an aim of China and 
North Korea for a long 
time, and we can’t al-
low this to happen. That 
would be falling into a 
terrible trap.” Trump and 
Abe so far seem to have 
forged a sort of friendship, 
but even that bonhomie 
was revealed to be limited 
at their last meeting.

On Thursday, it could 
again be put to the test -- 
beyond North Korea, they 
are also meant to discuss 
the thorny issue of tariffs, 
which Washington says 
were put in place to pro-
tect American workers.

“I  wil l  stress  that 
measures to restrict trade 
would not serve the inter-
ests of any country,” Abe 
said before heading to 
Washington.

Japan had hoped to 
convince the US to shield 
it from fresh tariffs on 
steel and aluminum im-
ports, and did not hide 
its bitter disappointment 
when those talks failed.

The government in To-
kyo warned of the “grave 
impact” that US tariffs 
could have on bilateral 
ties and the world trading 
system.

“The US government’s 
trade measures, citing its 
security, makes us con-
cerned that they could 
disrupt the global mar-
ket,” government spokes-
man Yoshihide Suga told 
reporters on Monday.

Berlin, June 7 (IANS): Ger-
man Chancellor Angela 
Merkel on Wednesday said 
she expected difficult talks 
during the G7 summit in 
Canada later in the week.

Merkel stood for the 
first time in a question-
and-answer session with 
German lawmakers. Like 
the debates with the Prime 
Ministers in the British 
House of Commons, Mer-
kel answered around 30 
questions within one hour, 
Xinhua reported.

“I  think ever yone 
knows that there will be 
difficult discussions there,” 
said the Chancellor, re-
ferring to the two-day G7 
summit, which will start 
on Friday in Charlevoix in 
Canada’s Quebec.

The summit comes 
in as major Western in-
dustrialized economies 
conflicted with the US on 
Washington’s unilateral 
trade policies.

Washington, June 7 (IANS): US Pres-
ident Donald Trump on Wednesday 
reproached Canadian Prime Min-
ister Justin Trudeau, claiming that 
Canada burned the White House in 
the War of 1812, although that was 
actually done by British troops, me-
dia reports said.

According to a CNN reported, 
citing unnamed sources, during a 
May 25 telephone call to discuss US 
tariffs on Canadian steel and alumi-
num, Trudeau asked Trump how he 
could use national security to justify 
imposing the tariffs.

“Didn’t you guys burn down the 
White House?” Trump reportedly 
responded in what was an overall 
“testy” conversation.

Since Trump announced that he 
was weighing the possibility of im-
posing tariffs on steel and aluminum 
imports -- although he temporar-

ily agreed to exclude the European 
Union, Australia, Argentina, Brazil, 
Canada, South Korea and Mexico 
-- the White House has taken the 
stance that it was being done on the 
basis of national security.

In fact, during an interview last 
weekend - and with the tariffs al-
ready in place - Trudeau said it was 
“inconceivable” that the Trump ad-
ministration could suspect Canada, 
one of Washington’s closest allies 
over many decades, of posing a 
national security threat to the US, 
adding at a press conference that 
suggesting such a thing was an “af-
front” to Canada.

When asked whether he simply 
took Trump’s comment as some sort 
of “joke,” the Canadian leader said 
“To the degree one can ever take 
what is said as a joke. The impact 
on Canada and ultimately on work-

ers in the US won’t be a laughing 
matter.”

Regarding the burning of the 
White House on Aug. 24, 1814, in 
fact it was British troops who - after 
invading Washington in the War of 
1812 - burned several federal build-
ings including the White House and 
the US Capitol.

Canada was still a British colony 
- and thus did not exist as an inde-
pendent country - at the time and 
the British occupation of Washing-
ton came in response to an Ameri-
can attack on the city of York, On-
tario.

This is not the first time that 
Trump has made a comment that 
riled the Canadians. In March, he 
boasted before television cameras 
that he had lied to Trudeau by claim-
ing that Washington has a trade defi-
cit with its northern neighbor.

Kabul, June 7 (IANS): The 
Afghanistan President on 
Thursday announced a 
ceasefire with the Taliban, 
after about 2,000 Afghan 
religious leaders urged 
the group to put an end to 
the illegal war and accept 
the government’s offer of 
peace.

“Afghan national de-
fence and security forces 
will only stop offensive 
manoeuvres against Af-
ghan armed Taliban and 
will continue to target 
Daesh (IS) and other for-
eign backed organisations 
and their affiliates,” Ashraf 
Ghani tweeted following a 
televised speech.

The President pointed 
out that the ceasefire will 
begin on June 12 and end 
on the fourth day after Eid 
al-Fitr, a Muslim festival 
marking the end of the 
holy month of Ramadan, 
to be held on June 15 or 16 
depending on the position 
of the moon.

He presented the uni-
lateral truce as epitomiz-
ing the desire of Afghan 
citizens to find a peaceful 
resolution to the armed 

Baghdad, June 7 (IANS): At 
least 18 people were killed 
and about 90 wounded in 
an explosion that hit Sadr 
City, a suburb of Baghdad 
controlled by Shiite cleric 
Muqtada al-Sadr, leader 
of the winning coalition in 
the Iraqi elections in May, 
police said on Thursday.

According to the po-
lice officials quoted by 
Efe news agency, the ex-
plosion happened late 
on Wednesday inside a 
house used as a depot for 
weapons and ammuni-
tion, which was destroyed 
along with three other 
homes while a nearby Shi-
ite mosque was damaged.

Previously, the police 
had attributed the explo-
sion to a car bomb, which 
was believed to have been 
stationed in this popular 
Shiite neighbourhood, 
a frequent scene of such 
attacks.

Muqtada al-Sadr is the 
leader of the Sairun alli-
ance, the majority winner 
in the Iraqi parliamentary 
elections of May 12.

Washington/Beijing, June 
7 (PTI): The US is evacu-
ating several diplomats 
from China amid con-
cerns that they were suf-
fering from a mysterious 
illness similar to those 
reported by its personnel 
in Cuba, even as Beijing 
today said it has investi-
gated and found “no clue” 
about the sound attacks.

The US move comes 
after the State Depart-
ment recently received 
medical confirmation that 
one of the US government 
employees had suffered a 
medical incident in China 
that was consistent with 
what an American per-
sonnel in Havana, Cuba 
had experienced.

The worker at its Con-
sulate in Guangzhou had 
experienced a “subtle and 
vague, but abnormal, sen-
sations of sound and pres-
sure,” the state depart-
ment said. 

Thereafter,  i t  de -
ployed a medical team to 
Guangzhou to conduct a 
medical screening of all 
US government employ-

ees and family members 
who requested it. 

The medical screen-
ings are ongoing for any 
personnel  who have 
noted concerning symp-
toms or wanted baseline 
screening, State Depart-
m e n t  Sp o k e s p e r s o n 
Heather Nauert said.

“As a result of the 
screening process so far, 
the department has sent 
a number of individuals 
for further evaluation and 
a comprehensive assess-
ment of their symptoms 
and findings in the United 
States,” she said.

“The US medical pro-
fessionals will continue to 
conduct full evaluations 
to determine the cause of 
the reported symptoms 
and whether the findings 
are consistent with those 
noted in previously affect-
ed government personnel 
or possibly completely 
unrelated,” Nauert said.

Reacting to the reports 
of the mysterious sound 
attacks on the US diplo-
mats, Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson 

Hua Chunying told a me-
dia briefing today that 
Beijing had investigated 
the May 23 allegation and 
found no clue.

“Relevant authorities 
of China have conducted 
investigations and given 
the feedback to the US. We 
haven’t found the cause or 
the clues that led to the 
situation mentioned by 
the US,” she said.

“For the latest incident 
according to my informa-
tion, the US hasn’t con-
ducted any communica-
tion with China. We learnt 
this from the report of 
the New York Times. I am 
not aware of the relevant 
information. 

If there is really some 
problem, US can directly 
connect and communi-
cate with China and Chi-
na will adopt a responsi-
ble attitude to investigate 
this,” she said.

She said China fol-
lowed the Vienna conven-
tion to protect diplomatic 
staff of the US and other 
countries. The evacuation 
of the US diplomats with 

mysterious illness comes 
at a time when the rela-
tions between Beijing and 
Washington were going 
through a tense phase as 
the two countries grap-
pled to avert a trade war.

Recently, Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo an-
nounced the formation 
of the Health Incidents 
Task Force, which serves 
as the coordinating body 
for the State Department 
and other US government 
agencies. 

The task force will 
continue to address the 
unexplained health inci-
dents that have affected 
US government person-
nel and their family mem-
bers stationed overseas, 
Nauert said.

Last month, the State 
Department issued a 
travel warning after a US 
employee in China re-
ported “subtle and vague, 
but abnormal, sensations 
of sound and pressure”. 
This was consistent with 
symptoms experienced 
by some US personnel in 
Cuba.

“It turns out that we 
already have a serious 
problem here with multi-
lateral agreements,” said 
Merkel on the US action of 
imposing punitive tariffs 
upon aluminum and steel 
products, adding that it is 
important that Europeans 
act together and stand for 
fair and free trade and turn 

against protectionism.
Ministers from Germa-

ny, France and Britain have 
written to US Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo and 
finance secretary Steven 
Mnuchin, urging them 
to shield European com-
panies operating in Iran 
from Washington’s new 
sanctions.

Merkel also noted that 
currently there is no pos-
sibility for Russia to return 
to the G8 group, but said 
she supported talks with 
Russia, saying dialogue is 
always important.

Merkel was harshly at-
tacked by a lawmaker from 
the right-wing populist Al-
ternative fuer Deutschland 
(AfD) who accused her of 
the refugee policy that had 
“seriously damaged Ger-
many”, and urged Merkel 
to step down.

Merkel countered the 
allegations, saying that in 
the “exceptional humani-
tarian situation” of 2015, 
Germany acted “very re-
sponsibly” by accepting 
refugees. The legality of the 
decisions at that time was 
confirmed by the Euro-
pean Court of Justice. Since 
then, the German govern-
ment has made it clear 
that it was an exceptional 
situation, she said.

conflict in the country.
Ghani’s announce-

ment, which comes after 
an ambitious offer of peace 
in February to the Taliban 
that included their political 
recognition and the release 
of prisoners, comes after 
a fatwa or religious edict 
in which the Taliban were 
urged to put an end to the 
conflict, Efe news agency 
reported. In the fatwa, de-
scribed as historic by Ghani 
on Thursday, some 2,000 
religious leaders claimed 

that the war in Afghanistan 
is illegal and has no reli-
gious justification.

The conflict in Afghani-
stan remains in a stagnant 
situation following the end 
of NATO’s military mis-
sion in the country in early 
2015 which initially helped 
the Taliban make military 
advances territorially. The 
government controls about 
56 per cent of the terri-
tory while the Taliban has 
around 11 per cent, accord-
ing to data from the US.

Islamabad, June 7 (PTI): 
Pakistan’s Supreme Court 
today ruled that former 
military dictator General 
Pervez Musharraf, disqual-
ified for life, can condition-
ally file his nomination pa-
pers to contest the general 
elections on July 25.

A three-judge bench, 
headed by Chief Justice of 
Pakistan (CJP) Saqib Nisar, 
also directed the 74-year-
old Musharraf, currently 
based in Dubai, to appear 
before the court on June 13.

Directing Musharraf to 
appear before its Lahore 
registry, the apex court also 
assured that he will not be 
arrested by the govern-
ment.

Musharraf, who is 
the head of All Pakistan 
Muslim League (APML), 
has been residing in Du-
bai since March 2016 af-
ter leaving the county on 
medical grounds.

He is facing a high-pro-
file treason case and has 
been declared absconder 
due to his persistent failure 
to appear before the spe-
cial trial court set up to try 
him in the case.

The former president 

was indicted in March 2014 
on treason charges for im-
posing emergency in the 
country which led to the 
confinement of a number 
of superior court judges in 
their houses and sacking of 
over 100 judges.

Musharraf, who ruled 
Pakistan from 1999 to 2008, 
has been declared a fugi-
tive in the Benazir Bhut-
to murder case and Red 
Mosque cleric killing case.

In April 2013, Pesha-
war High Court (PHC) dis-
qualified Musharraf for life 
holding him ineligible to 
contest elections. A four-
member bench of the PHC 
had also dismissed Mush-
arraf’s appeal against his 
disqualification.

In the same month, 
Musharraf’s nomination 
papers were rejected from 
all the constituencies he 
had applied for.

His nomination papers 
for Karachi, Islamabad and 
Chitral were earlier rejected 
by the returning officers. 
He was given a chance to 
appeal against the decision 
in the election tribunal, 
but the appeal was also 
rejected.
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Prince’s Estate announces ‘Piano & a Microphone 1983’ album

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

2.40 pm,  8 pm: Kaala (Hindi)

10 am, 12.20 pm, 5.30 pm: Jurassic 
World The Fallen Kingdom (Eng 2D)

HILL STAR 
Movie ScheduleJames Basnet to release 

music video on June 9 

Moba Inggang releases 
new music video in YouTube 

Anupam Kher to receive IIFA 
Lifetime Achievement award 2018

A 
contemporary Christian 
gospel artist James Basnet is 
set to release his single video 
on June 9.

A press note issued on 
June 7 mentioned that the single is said 
to be from his next album which is in 
the making. It is being recorded in Yel-
low Box Studio, Singapore. 

Titled ‘Fire,’ the sneak peek of the 
video is said to reveal a different side of 
the artist.

The music for ‘Fire’ is said to have 
been edited and mixed by Singapore’s 
music producer/composer Clement 
Chow and produced by Thomas Vargh-
ese. 

It is said to have been mastered by 
the Grammy Award Winning engineer 
Smith Carlson and producer/singer Col-
lin McLoughlin.

James Basnet & team in the release 
have extended gratitude to all who were 
instrumental in the making of the video. 

Also Kethobo (Pro Driver) for the 
sound and lights and Sanen of SAN 
productions for the video.

One can view the video and sub-

scribe to the channel at youtube.com/
user/jamesbasnet or listen/download 
the audio from iTunes and Spotify. 

EMN

M
oba Ing-
gang has 
released 
a new 
music 

video in his own dialect 
on June 6. 

His single “Yenpü 
Jumpü Ma’’ is said to 
have been released in his 
Youtube channel. 

An update issued on 
June 7 mentioned that 
the video was officially 
released by

Advisor of Depart-
ment of underdeveloped 
areas, N. Bongkhao 
Konyak at his private 
residence. 

N. Bongkhao Konyak 
is said to have encour-
aged the youths to use 
God’s gifted talent for 
His glory and also for 
the betterment of the 

society. 
The audio is said to 

have been recorded at 
Music Bakery, Dimapur 

and Cinematography by 
Visual Notes Entertain-
ment.

EMN

V
eteran actor 
Anupam Kher 
will be given 
the prestigious 
Lifetime Achieve-

ment honour at the upcom-
ing International Indian 
Film Academy (IIFA) awards 
ceremony in Bangkok. 

The 63-year-old actor, 
who has worked in over 500 
films spanning across lan-
guages along with projects 
both in India and abroad for 
over three decades, will be 
honoured for his contribu-
tion in the field of cinema.

Kher said he is grateful 
for the award and consid-
ers the recognition as an 
encouragement to keep 
working in the industry for 
another 34 years of his life.

“Thank you IIFA for 
acknowledging my achieve-
ments in Cinema. I am privi-
leged to be a part of our film 
industry, which has been so 
generous in the showing of 
love and warmth upon me. 

“My 34 years of work has 
helped me achieve great 
milestones and at a time 
when actors my age are 
offered the Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award, I prefer to ride 
on another 34 years explor-
ing new and exciting op-
portunities in Indian and 
international Cinema. I am 
humbled and happy to be 
the recipient of this award 
instituted by IIFA,” the Na-
tional Award-winning actor 
said in a statement. 

“With every such award 

comes a sense of respon-
sibility which I promise to 
be committed to, in our 
industry and also, as a rep-
resentative of our country in 
the international arena,” he 
added. 

Kher will be presented 
with the honour on June 24 
at the 19th edition of IIFA.

PTI

Storyline is a Christian band compris-
ing young believers with a common vision to bring 
you a band that relates a Christian life.  The band 
follows their passion to sing and make use of it for 
God’s glory and by objective not for fame.

In today’s ‘Rhythm of Love’ Storyline talks about 
their love and motivation for making music.

EASTERN MIRROR: For the 
record, could you guys introduce 
to us the roles you play in Sto-
ryline? 
STORYLINE: Every person’s life 
has a story to relate. We bring to 
you a Christian band that relates 
a Christian life with a unique 
musical harmony. We call our-
selves Storyline. It witnesses 
Christian life experiences and 
stories through calm yet unique 
musical harmonization. The band 
members are young and talented 
people: Yangerla, Sanen Jamir, 
Achang, and Imnawapang, the 
band’s manager.

EASTERN MIRROR: What does 
your band’s name signify and 
where did it come from?
STORYLINE: We don’t have “hash 
tag” indication to our band’s 
name. Rather most of our original 
songs are drawn from our testimo-
nies and the journey on how we 
are blessed. We thought of putting 
together all our stories into songs 
and share it with people and that’s 
how the name of our band also 
popped out. 

EASTERN MIRROR: How long 
have you all known each other? 
How did you meet?

STORYLINE: It’s been quite long 
since we have known each other. 
We have been serving together 
as worship members in the same 
worship team for years now and 
that’s how we assemble together.

EASTERN MIRROR: Who are your 
biggest musical influences?
STORYLINE: There are uncount-
able Christian music bands, both 
local and international, which 
have influenced and inspired us. 
So it would be unfair to mention 
just a few of them.

EASTERN MIRROR: What got 
you all involved in this in the first 
place? What inspired you to make 
music together?
STORYLINE: We just followed 
our passion to sing and make use 
of it for God’s glory, not for any 
name or fame. As mentioned we 
just tried blending with the notes, 
time harmonizing and assembling 

formats and snap! We were filled 
to share God’s immense love to 
people around through our pas-
sion. That’s how it came about. 

EASTERN MIRROR: What excites 
Storyline most about Christian 
music today? 
STORYLINE: Christian music is 
very influential in reaching out to 
the people including unbelievers 
to make them know who God is 
and to feel his presence through 
music. What excites us about 
Christian music is that it is not 
fame-oriented. Instead it’s about 
reaching out to one person at a 
time through the charm of music. 
It soothe, anoints and comforts 
even the unreached sections of 
the people.

EASTERN MIRROR: What are the 
main themes or topics Storyline 
focuses on?
STORYLINE: Storyline empha-

sises testifying God’s goodness to 
people. It also focuses on true life 
testimonial songs.

EASTERN MIRROR: Working as 
a band is not easy. What has been 
your biggest challenge as a band? 
How do you overcome them? 
STORYLINE: Resembling the 
challenges faced by any other 
bands, we also face difficulties in 
scheduling our practice, composi-
tion, music, working on lyrics. 
But most importantly we pray 
together as a band.

EASTERN MIRROR: What’s the 
ultimate direction for your 
band?
STORYLINE: In simple words, 
Storyline’s ultimate direction 
is to share our experiences 
and stories in our walk with 
God with the hope to testify 
about God and the prayer 
to bring hope and peace. 

P
enelope Cruz says she lost her first 
lead role in a Hollywood movie be-
cause the team wanted to include a 
nude scene at the last minute. 

The actor, who was just 21 years 
old and on the cusp of stardom, said she 
decided to follow her heart even when it meant 
losing a big opportunity.

The Oscar-winning star, who recently 
played the role of Donatella Versace in FX’s 
“The Assassination of Gianni Versace: Ameri-
can Crime Story”, said she was sent an “amaz-

ing script” for a lead role in a major American 
movie and she took four months of English 
lessons before flying to Los Angeles for her 
final audition.

The actor said she refused to sign the 
new contract but decided to go through the 

screen test as planned even though the direc-
tor was livid and had stopped talking to her.

PTI

On late musician Princes 60th birth anniversary on June 7, his estate announced 
that it will release the first full album titled “Piano & a Microphone 1983” since the 
deluxe edition of “Purple Rain” last year. It is a collection of solo songs recorded 
at home by the singer.  The estate released the first song from the album, a cover 
of the spiritual song “Mary don’t you weep”, which will be featured during the end 
credits of Spike Lee’s “BlacKkKlansman” film, which will be released in August, 
reports variety.com. The album features versions of “Purple rain” and “17 days”. 
While the album shares a title with Prince’s final concert tour, the album pre-dates 
it by some 33 years.  (IANS)

Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern 
Mirror’s - Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as 
they share their  experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all 
connect to so Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

Little did we know

Penelope Cruz reveals 
she walked away from her 
first Hollywood film
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FIFA WORLD CUP 
FINAL SQUADS 
Complete final  
squads of all 32 teams
With the 2018 Football World Cup inching 
closer, all the 32 teams have announced 
their final squads for the mega-event. The 
teams will play the tournament from June 
14 and the final match is scheduled to be 
held on July 15. The complete tournament 
will be played in Russia. 

GROUP B
PORTUGAL

Goalkeepers: Anthony 
Lopes, Beto, Rui Patricio
Defenders: Bruno 
Alves, Cedric Soares, 
Jose Fonte, Mario Rui, 
Pepe, Raphael Guerreiro, 
Ricardo Pereira, Ruben 
Dias
Midfielders: Adrien 
Silva, Bruno Fern-
andes, Joao Mario, Joao 
Moutinho, Manuel Fern-
andes, William Carvalho
Forwards: Andre Silva, 
Bernardo Silva, Cristiano 
Ronaldo, Gelson Mar-
tins, Goncalo Guedes, 
Ricardo Quaresma

SPAIN 
Goalkeepers: Pepe 
Reina, David De Gea, 
Kepa Arrizabalaga
Defenders: Nacho Fern-
andez, Sergio Ramos, 
Dani Carvajal, Gerard 
Pique, Jordi Alba, Alvaro 
Odriozola, Nacho Mon-
real, Cesar Azpilicueta
Midfielders: Andres 
Iniesta, Sergio Busquets, 
Saul Niguez, Koke, Isco, 
Marco Asensio, Thiago 
Alcantara, David Silva
Forwards:Iago Aspas, 
Rodrigo, Diego Costa, 
Lucas Vazquez

MOROCCO 
Goalkeepers: Mounir El 
Kajoui, Yassine Bounou, 
Ahmad Reda Tagnaouti
Defenders: Medhi 
Benatia, Romain Saiss, 
Manuel Da Costa, Badr 
Benoun, Nabil Dirar, 
Achraf Hakimi, Hamza 
Mendyl
Midfielders: M’barek 
Boussoufa, Karim El Ah-
madi, Youssef Ait Ben-
nasser, Sofyan Amrabat, 
Younes Belhanda, Faycal 
Fajr, Amine Harit
Forwards: Khalid 
Boutaib, Aziz Bouhad-
douz, Ayoub El Kaabi, 
Nordin Amrabat, Mehdi 
Carcela, Hakim Ziyech

IRAN 
Goalkeepers:Alireza 
Beyranvand, Rashid Ma-
zaheri, Amir Abedzadeh.
Defenders: Majid Hos-
seini , Ramin Rezaeian, 
Mohammad Reza 
Khanzadeh , Morteza 
Pouraliganji , Pejman 
Montazeri , Milad 
Mohammadi , Roozbeh 
Cheshmi , Ehsan Hajsafi.
Midfielders:Saeid Ezat-
ollahi, Masoud Shojaei, 
Mehdi Torabi , Omid 
Ebrahimi , Karim Ansa-
rifard .
Forwards:Alireza 
Jahanbakhsh, Mahdi 
Taremi , Sardar Azmoun, 
Reza Ghoochanne-
jhad, Saman Ghoddos, 
Ashkan Dejagah, Vahid 
Amiri .

GROUP C
FRANCE 

Goalkeepers: Hugo 
Lloris, Steve Mandanda, 
Alphonse Areola
Defenders: Lucas 
Hernandez, Presnel 
Kimpembe, Benjamin 
Mendy, Benjamin Pa-
vard, Adil Rami, Djibril 
Sidibe, Samuel Umtiti, 
Raphael Varane
Midfielders: N’Golo 
Kante, Blaise Matuidi, 
Steven N’Zonzi, Paul 
Pogba, Corentin Tolisso
Forwards: Ousmane 
Dembele, Nabil Fekir, 
Olivier Giroud, Antoine 
Griezmann, Thomas 
Lemar, Kylian Mbappe, 
Florian Thauvin

AUSTRALIA 
Goalkeepers: Brad 
Jones, Mat Ryan, Danny 
Vukovic
Defenders: Aziz Behich, 
Milos Degenek, Mat-
thew Jurman, James 
Meredith Josh Risdon, 
Trent Sainsbury
Midfielders: Jackson 
Irvine, Mile Jedinak, 
Robbie Kruse, Massimo 
Luongo, Mark Milligan, 
Aaron Mooy, Tom Rogic
Forwards: Tim Cahill, 
Daniel Arzani, Tomi Ju-
ric, Mathew Leckie, An-
drew Nabbout, Dimitri 
Petratos, Jamie Maclaren

DENMARK 
Goalkeepers: Kasper 
Schmeichel, Frederik 
Ronnow, Jonas Lossl
Defenders: Simon Kjaer, 
Mathias Jorgensen, An-
dreas Christensen, Hen-
rik Dalsgaard, Jannik 
Vestergaard, Jens Stryger 
Larsen, Jonas Knudsen
Midfielders: Christian 
Eriksen, Lasse Schone, 
Michael Krohn-Dehli, 
Thomas Delaney, Wil-
liam Kvist, Lukas Lerager
Forwards: Andreas Cor-
nelius, Kasper Dolberg, 
Martin Braithwaite, 
Nicolai Jorgensen, Pione 
Sisto, Viktor Fischer, Yus-
suf Poulsen

PERU 
Goalkeepers: Pedro Gal-
lese, Carlos Caceda, Jose 
Carvallo
Defenders: Luis Advin-
cula, Aldo Corzo, Miguel 
Araujo, Christian Ramos, 
Anderson Santamaria, 
Alberto Rodriguez, 
Nilson Loyola, Miguel 
Trauco
Midfielders: Pedro 
Aquino, Renato Tapia, 
Paolo Hurtado, Yoshimar 
Yotun, Christian Cueva, 
Edison Flores, Wilder 
Cartagena, Andy Polo
Forwards: Paolo Guer-
rero, Jefferson Farfan, 
Andre Carrillo, Raul 
Ruidiaz

GROUP D
ARGENTINA

Goalkeepers: Willy Ca-
ballero, Franco Armani, 
Nahuel Guzman
Defenders: Gabriel Mer-
cado, Federico Fazio, 
Nicolas Otamendi, 
Marcos Rojo, Nicolas Ta-
glafico, Javier Mascher-
ano, Marcos Acuna, 
Cristian Ansaldi
Midfielders: Ever 
Banega, Lucas Biglia, 
Angel Di Maria, Gio-
vani Lo Celso, Manuel 
Lanzini, Cristian Pavon, 
Maximiliano Meza, Edu-
ardo Salvio
Forwards: Lionel Messi, 
Gonzalo Higuain, Paulo 
Dybala, Sergio Aguero

NIGERIA 
Goalkeepers: Francis 
Uzoho, Ikechukwu 
Ezenwa, Daniel Akpeyi
Defenders: William 
Troost-Ekong, Abdullahi 
Shehu, Tyronne Ebuehi, 
Elderson Echiejile, 
Bryan Idowu, Chidozie 
Awaziem, Leon Balogun, 
Kenneth Omeruo
Midfielders: John Obi 
Mikel, Wilfred Ndidi, Og-
enyi Onazi, Oghenekaro 
Etebo, John Ogu, Joel 
Obi
Forwards: Ahmed Musa, 
Kelechi Iheanacho, Vic-
tor Moses, Alex Iwobi, 
Odion Ighalo, Simeon 
Nwankwo

ICELAND 
Goalkeepers: Hannes 
Thor Halldorsson, Runar 
Alex Runarsson, Fred-
erik Schram
Defenders: Kari Arna-
son, Ari Freyr Skulason, 
Birkir Mar Saevarsson, 
Sverrir Ingi Ingason, 
Hordur Magnusson, 
Holmar Orn Eyjolfsson, 
Ragnar Sigurdsson
Midfielders: Gylfi 
Sigurdsson, Aron Gun-
narsson, Johann Berg 
Gudmundsson, Birkir 
Bjarnason, Arnor Ingvi 
Traustason, Emil Hall-
fredsson, Olafur Ingi 
Skulason, Rurik Gisla-
son, Samuel Fridjonsson
Forwards: Alfred 
Finnbogason, Bjorn 
Bergmann Sigurdarson, 
Jon Dadi Bodvarsson, 
Albert Gudmundsson

CROATIA 
Goalkeepers: Danijel 
Subasic, Lovre Kalinic, 
Dominik Livakovic
Defenders: Vedran Cor-
luka, Ivan Strinic, Dejan 
Lovren, Sime Vrsaljko, 
Domagoj Vida, Josip 
Pivaric, Tin Jedvaj, Duje 
Caleta-Car
Midfielders: Luka 
Modric, Ivan Rakitic, 
Mateo Kovacic, Marcelo 
Brozovic, Milan Badelj, 
Filip Bradaric
Forwards: Mario Man-
dzukic, Ivan Perisic, 
Marko Pjaca, Andrej 
Kramaric, Nikola Ka-
linic, Ante Rebic

GROUP E
BRAZIL

Goalkeepers: Alisson, 
Ederson, Cassio
Defenders: Danilo, 
Fagner, Marcelo, Filipe 
Luis, Thiago Silva, Mar-
quinhos, Miranda, Pedro 
Geromel
Midfielders: Casemiro, 
Fernandinho, Paulinho, 
Fred, Renato Augusto, 
Philippe Coutinho, Wil-
lian, Douglas Costa
Forwards: Neymar Jr, 
Taison, Gabriel Jesus, 
Roberto Firmino

COSTA RICA 
Goalkeepers: Keylor Na-
vas, Patrick Pemberton, 
Leonel Moreira
Defenders: Cristian 
Gamboa, Ian Smith, 
Ronald Matarrita, Bryan 
Oviedo, Oscar Duarte, 
Giancarlo Gonzalez, 
Francisco Calvo, Kendall 
Waston, Johnny Acosta
Midfielders: David Guz-
man, Yeltsin Tejeda, Celso 
Borges, Randall Azofeifa, 
Rodney Wallace, Bryan 
Ruiz, Daniel Colindres, 
Christian Bolanos
Forwards: Joel Campbell, 
Johan Venegas, Marco 
Urena

SERBIA 
Goalkeepers: Vladimir 
Stojkovic, Predrag Rajko-
vic, Marko Dmitrovic
Defenders: Aleksandar 
Kolarov, Branislav 
Ivanovic, Dusko Tosic, 
Antonio Rukavina, 
Milos Veljkovic, Milan 
Rodic, Uros Spajic, Nikola 
Milenkovic
Midfielders: Nemanja 
Matic, Luka Milivojevic, 
Sergej Milinkovic-Savic, 
Marko Grujic, Adem 
Ljajic, Dusan Tadic, Filip 
Kostic, Andrija Zivkovic, 
Nemanja Radonjic
Forwards: Aleksandar 
Mitrovic, Aleksandar 
Prijovic, Luka Jovic

SWITZERLAND 
Goalkeepers: Roman 
Buerki (Borussia Dort-
mund), Yvon Mvogo 
(Leipzig), Yann Sommer 
(Borussia Monchenglad-
bach).
Defenders: Manuel 
Akanji , Johan Djourou, 
Nico Elvedi, Michael 
Lang, Stephan Lichtstein-
er , Jacques-Francois 
Moubandje, Ricardo Rod-
riguez , Fabian Schaer.
Midfielders: Valon Be-
hrami, Blerim Dzemaili, 
Gelson Fernandes, Remo 
Freuler, Xherdan Shaqiri 
Granit Xhaka, Steven 
Zuber, Denis Zakaria.
Forwards: Josip Drmic, 
Breel Embolo, Mario Ga-
vranovic , Haris Seferovic.

GROUP F
GERMANY

Goalkeepers: Manuel 
Neuer, Marc-Andre ter 
Stegen, Kevin Trapp
Defenders: Jerome 
Boateng, Matthias Gin-
ter, Jonas Hector, Mats 
Hummels, Joshua Kim-
mich, Marvin Platten-
hardt, Antonio Rudiger, 
Niklas Sule
Midfielders: Julian 
Brandt, Julian Drax-
ler, Leon Goretzka, 
Ilkay Gundogan, Sami 
Khedira, Toni Kroos, 
Mesut Ozil, Sebastian 
Rudy
Forwards: Mario 
Gomez, Thomas Muller, 
Marco Reus, Timo 
Werner

MEXICO 
Goalkeepers: Guillermo 
Ochoa, Alfredo Talavera, 
Jesus Corona
Defenders: Carlos 
Salcedo, Diego Reyes, 
Hector Moreno, Hugo 
Ayala, Edson Alvarez, 
Jesus Gallardo, Miguel 
Layun
Midfielders: Rafael 
Marquez, Andres Guar-
dado, Hector Herrera, 
Jonathan Dos Santos, 
Giovani Dos Santos, 
Marco Fabian
Forwards: Javier Her-
nandez, Raul Jimenez, 
Oribe Peralta, Jesus 
Manuel Corona, Carlos 
Vela, Javier Aquino, Hir-
ving Lozano

SOUTH KOREA 
Goalkeepers: Kim Se-
ung-gyu, Kim Jin-hyeon, 
Cho Hyun-woo
Defenders: Kim young-
gwon, Jang Hyun-soo, 
Jung Seung-hyun, Yun 
Yong-sun, Oh Ban-suk, 
Kim Min-woo, Park 
Joo-ho, Hong Chul, Go 
Yo-han, Lee Yong
Midfielders: Ki Sung-
yueng, Jung Woo-young, 
Ju Se-jong, Koo Ja-cheol, 
Lee Jae-sung, Lee Seung-
woo, Moon Seon-min
Forwards: Son Heung-
min, Kim Shin-wook, 
Hwang Hee-chan

SWEDEN 
Goalkeepers: Robin 
Olsen, Karl-Johan Johns-
son, Kristoffer Nordfeldt
Defenders: Mikael 
Lustig, Victor Lindelof, 
Andreas Granqvist, 
Martin Olsson, Ludwig 
Augustinsson, Filip 
Helander, Emil Krafth, 
Pontus Jansson
Midfielders: Sebastian 
Larsson, Albin Ekdal, 
Emil Forsberg, Gustav 
Svensson, Oscar Hilje-
mark, Viktor Claesson, 
Marcus Rohden, Jimmy 
Durmaz
Forwards: Marcus Berg, 
John Guidetti, Ola Toivo-
nen, Isaac Kiese Thelin

GROUP G
ENGLAND

Goalkeepers: Jack But-
land, Jordan Pickford, 
Nick Pope
Defenders: Trent 
Alexander-Arnold, 
Gary Cahill, Fabian 
Delph, Phil Jones, Harry 
Maguire, Danny Rose, 
John Stones, Kieran 
Trippier, Kyle Walker, 
Ashley Young
Midfielders: Dele Alli, 
Eric Dier, Jordan Hend-
erson, Jesse Lingard, 
Ruben Loftus-Cheek
Forwards: Harry Kane, 
Marcus Rashford, 
Raheem Sterling, Jamie 
Vardy, Danny Welbeck

BELGIUM 
Goalkeepers: Thibaut 
Courtois, Koen Casteels, 
Simon Mignolet
Defenders: Vincent 
Kompany, Thomas 
Meunier, Jan Vertong-
hen, Toby Alderweireld, 
Dedryck Boyata, Tho-
mas Vermaelen
Midfielders: Kevin De 
Bruyne, Marouane Fel-
laini, Yannick Carrasco, 
Mousa Dembele, Thor-
gan Hazard, Leander 
Dendoncker, Adnan 
Januzaj, Youri Tiele-
mans, Axel Witsel
Forwards: Eden Hazard, 
Dries Mertens, Michy 
Batshuayi, Romelu Lu-
kaku, Nacer Chadli

TUNISIA 
Goalkeepers: Farouk 
Ben Mustapha, Moez 
Hassen, Aymen Math-
louthi
Defenders: Rami 
Bedoui, Yohan Be-
nalouane, Syam Ben 
Youssef, Dylan Bronn, 
Oussama Haddadi, Ali 
Maaloul, Yassine Meriah, 
Hamdi Nagguez
Midfielders: Anice Badri, 
Mohamed Amine Ben 
Amor, Ghaylene Chaala-
li, Ahmed Khalil, Saifed-
dine Khaoui, Ferjani 
Sassi, Ellyes Skhiri, Naim 
Sliti, Bassem Srarfi
Forwards: Wahbi 
Khazri, Fakhreddine Ben 
Youssef, Saber Khalifa

PANAMA 
Goalkeepers: Jose Cal-
deron, Jaime Penedo, 
Alex Rodriguez
Defenders: Felipe Baloy, 
Harold Cummings, Erick 
Davis, Fidel Escobar, 
Michael Murillo, Adolfo 
Machado, Luis Ovalle, 
Roman Torres
Midfielders: Jose Luis 
Rodriguez, Edgar Barce-
nas, Armando Cooper, 
Anibal Godoy, Gabriel 
Gomez, Valentin Pimen-
tel, Alberto Quintero
Forwards: Abdiel Arroyo, 
Ismael Diaz, Blas Perez, 
Luis Tejada, Gabriel 
Torres

GROUP H
COLOMBIA

Goalkeepers:David 
Ospina , Camilo Vargas, 
Jose Fernando Cuad-
rado.
Defenders:Cristian Za-
pata, Davinson Sanchez, 
Santiago Arias , Oscar 
Murillo, Frank Fabra, Jo-
han Mojica , Yerry Mina.
Midfielders: Wílmar 
Barrios, Carlos Sanchez, 
Jefferson Lerma, Jose 
Izquierdo, James Ro-
driguez, Abel Aguilar, 
Mateus Uribe, Juan 
Fernando Quintero, Juan 
Cuadrado.
Forwards:Radamel Fal-
cao, Miguel Borja, Carlos 
Bacca, Luis Muriel.

JAPAN 
Goalkeepers: Eiji 
Kawashima, Masaaki 
Higashiguchi, Kosuke 
Nakamura
Defenders: Yuto Nagato-
mo, Tomoaki Makino, 
Wataru Endo, Maya 
Yoshida, Hiroki Sakai, 
Gotoku Sakai; Gen Shoji, 
Naomichi Ueda
Midfielders: Shinji Ka-
gawa, Makoto Hasebe, 
Keisuke Honda, Takashi 
Inui, Hotaru Yamaguchi, 
Genki Haraguchi, 
Takashi Usami, Gaku 
Shibasaki, Ryota Oshima
Forwards: Shinji Okaza-
ki, Yuya Osako, Yoshinori 
Muto

SENEGAL 
Goalkeepers: Khadim 
Ndiaye, Abdoulaye Di-
allo, Alfred Gomis
Defenders: Kara Mbodji, 
Kalidou Koulibaly, 
Moussa Wague, Saliou 
Ciss, Youssouf Sabaly, 
Lamine Gassama, Ar-
mand Traore, Salif Sane
Midfielders: Pape 
Alioune Ndiaye, Idrissa 
Gueye, Cheikhou Kouy-
ate, Cheikh N’Doye
Forwards: Sadio Mane, 
Diao Balde Keita, Is-
maila Sarr, Diafra Sakho, 
Moussa Konate, Mame 
Biram Diouf, Mbaye 
Niang

POLAND 
Goalkeepers: Wojciech 
Szczęsny, Lukasz Fabian-
ski, Bartosz Bialkowski
Defenders: Lukasz Pis-
zczek, Kamil Glik, Maciej 
Rybus, Michal Pazdan, 
Bartosz Bereszynski, Ar-
tur Jędrzejczyk, Thiago 
Cionek, Jan Bednarek
Midfielders: Jakub 
Blaszczykowski, Grze-
gorz Krychowiak, Kamil 
Grosicki, Piotr Zielin-
ski, Karol Linetty, Rafal 
Kurzawa, Jacek Goralski, 
Slawomir Peszko
Forwards: Robert 
Lewandowski, Arkadiusz 
Milik, Lukasz Teodorc-
zyk, Dawid Kownacki

GROUP A
URUGUAY 

Goalkeepers: Fernando 
Muslera, Martin Silva, 
Martin Campana
Defenders: Diego Godin, 
Guillermo Varela, Jose 
Maria Gimenez, Martin 
Caceres, Maximiliano 
Pereira, Sebastian 
Coates, Gaston Silva
Midfielders: Nahitan 
Nandez, Matias Vecino, 
Lucas Torreira, Rodrigo 
Bentancur, Giorgian 
De Arrascaeta, Carlos 
Sanchez, Diego Laxalt, 
Jonathan Urretaviscaya, 
Cristian Rodriguez
Forwards: Luis Suarez, 
Edinson Cavani, Maxi-
miliano Gomez, Cristhi-
an Stuani

RUSSIA 
Goalkeepers: Igor Akin-
feev, Vladimir Gabulov, 
Andrey Lunev
Defenders: Vladimir 
Granat, Ilya Kutepov, 
Fedor Kudryashov, Ser-
gei Ignashevich, Andrey 
Semenov, Igor Smoln-
ikov, Mario Fernandes 
Alan Dzagoev, Denis 
Cheryshev, Yuri Gazin-
skiy, Alexsandr Golovin, 
Yuri Zhirkov, Aleksandr 
Erokhin, Daler Kuzyaev, 
Roman Zobnin, Anton 
Miranchuk, Alexsandr 
Samedov
Forwards: Fedor Smolov, 
Artem Dzyuba, Aleksey 
Miranchuk

SAUDI ARABIA 
Goalkeepers: Moham-
med Al Owais, Yasser Al 
Mosailem, Abdullah Al 
Mayouf
Defenders: Mansoor Al 
Harbi, Mohammed Al 
Breik, Yasser Al Shah-
rani, Motaz Hawsawi, 
Osama Hawsawi, Omar 
Hawsawi, Ali Al Bulaihi
Midfielders: Abdullah Al 
Khaibari, Abdulmalek 
Al Khaibri, Salman Al 
Faraj, Mohamed Kanno, 
Abdullah Otayf, Taiseer 
Al Jassim, Houssain Al 
Mogahwi, Hattan Ba-
hebri, Salem Al Dawsari, 
Yahya Al Shehri, Fahad 
Al Muwallad
Forwards: Mohammad 
Al Sahlawi, Muhannad 
Assiri

EGYPT 
Goalkeepers: Essam 
El Hadary, Mohamed 
El-Shennawy, Sherif 
Ekramy
Defenders: Ahmed 
Fathi, Saad Samir, Ay-
man Ashraf, Mahmoud 
Hamdy, Mohamed 
Abdel-Shafy, Ahmed 
Hegazi, Ali Gabr, Ahmed 
Elmohamady, Omar 
Gaber
Midfielders: Mohamed 
Elneny, Tarek Hamed, 
Abdallah Said, Shika-
bala, Sam Morsy, Mah-
moud Kahraba, Mah-
moud Hassan, Ramadan 
Sobhi, Amr Warda
Forwards: Mohamed 
Salah, Marwan Mohsen



Football coach Mughato Aye with players and organisers of the Super Five Brothers Cup at 
Chekiye village in Dimapur on Thursday. 
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Del Potro 

Robert Lewandowski (R) of Poland attacks during an international friendly game between Poland and 
Nigeria in Wroclaw, Poland.

All-in-one

Poland's Lewandowski the last of a dying breed? 

Warriors beat Cavaliers to 
close in on second straight title

Del Potro powers past Cilic to set up Rafa clash

Kohima football league 
to begin from July 17

Will Russia 2018 
bring Brazil's  World 
Cup redemption?

Germany go to 
World Cup atop 
FIFA rankings

Belgium rout Egypt 3-0 in pre-World Cup friendly

Warsaw, June 7 (IANS): Rob-
ert Lewandowski, Poland's 
29-year-old goal scoring 
machine means a lot to 
the Polish national football 
team at the 2018 FIFA World 
Cup but he might also be 
the last of dying breed.

Numerous centre for-
wards like Gerd Muller, Ga-
briel Batistuta and Didier 
Drogba, have had memora-
ble performances at World 
Cups and now the Poles 
are here to take their lega-
cies further, reports Xinhua 
news agency. 

However with the de-
velopment of the "shadow 
striker" or the "false 9" in 
modern football, a pure 
out-and-out striker has be-
come much rarer.

Poland scored 28 goals 
in qualifying for the 2018 
World Cup. Not only did 
Lewandowski save the team 
several times but veterans 
Lukasz Piszczek and Jakub 

Cleveland, June 7 (Reuters): The 
defending champion Golden 
State Warriors overcame a hot 
start by the Cleveland Cavaliers to 
earn a 110-102 victory on Wednes-
day and take a 3-0 stranglehold on 
the best-of-seven NBA Finals.

Kevin Durant torched the 
Cavaliers with a playoff-career 
high 43 points as the Warriors 
overcame a 13-point, first-half 
deficit to close in on their third 
NBA title in four seasons.

“That was amazing what he 
did out there tonight,” Warriors 
head coach Steve Kerr told re-
porters. “Some of those shots, I 
don’t think anybody in the world 
can hit those but him. He was 
incredible.”

The teams were locked in a 
tight battle for most of the second 
half and the outcome was up 
in the air until a Durant three-
pointer from well beyond the arc 
put the Warriors ahead by six and 
all but sealed the game with 50 
seconds to play.

The Cavaliers, who were pow-
ered by a 33-point performance 
from LeBron James, will now try 
to become the first NBA team to 
come back from a 3-0 deficit and 
win a series.

The Cavs had a near-perfect 
start and built a 16-4 lead during 
a wild stretch that saw James whip 

the home crowd into a frenzy 
when he threw an alley-opp pass 
to himself off the backboard.

With Warriors guard Stephen 
Curry suffering a rare off-night, 
putting up a paltry 3-of-16 shoot-
ing, it looked like the Cavs might 
have a chance to breathe some 
life back into the series and they 
led by six at the half.

But the Warriors grabbed their 
first lead of the game during a 
17-6 run to start the third quarter, 
setting the stage for a tense fin-
ish to a game that saw 11 lead 
changes. While it was a quiet night 
from Curry and Klay Thompson, 
who finished with 10 points, the 
Cavaliers simply had no answer 
to Durant.

“He’s one of the best one-on-
one players in our league. Top two 
best players in our league,” said 
Cavaliers head coach Tyronn Lue.

 “Holding Steph to 11 points 
and Klay to 10, you would think 
you would win that game. So the 
guys did a good job on those two 
guys.

“And I thought Durant hurt us 
with his one-on-one, getting to 
the free-throw line a little bit. But 
his one-on one ability really saved 
them again tonight.”

Golden State will get their first 
chance to close out the series on 
Friday in Cleveland.
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Blaszczykowski also con-
tributed immensely. 

In fact, Lewandowk-
si's playing style means he 
needs the support of all his 

teammates. 
Bayern Munich's tall 

front man is already his 
country's top goal scorer 
and he will be counted to 

lead the team in Russia.
Although he expe-

rienced a disappointing 
season in the Champions 
League with Bayern Mu-

Brussels, June 7 (IANS): Bel-
gium got goals from Romelu 
Lukaku, Eden Hazard and 
Marouane Fellaini in a 3-0 
friendly victory here over 
Egypt, whose super-star 
striker Mohamed Salah is 
out with an injury and try-
ing to recover in time for the 
FIFA World Cup in Russia.

Belgium also was miss-
ing a key player, Manchester 
City's Vincent Kompany, 
who sustained a groin in-
jury in the team's score-
less draw last Saturday in 
a friendly against Portugal 
and is doubtful for the foot-
ball's premier event, reports 
Efe. The match at the King 
Baudouin Stadium in Brus-
sels was especially physi-
cal early on for a friendly, 
with two Egyptian players 
-- Tarek Hamed and Ahmed 
Fathy -- picking up yellow 
cards in the first 10 minutes 
of play.

Lukaku opened the 
scoring for the home side 
in the 27th minute when 
he pounced on a ball that 
goalkeeper Essam el-Ha-
dary had failed to corral 
and poked it home from 
close range. It was the 34th 
international goal for the 
25-year-old Manchester 
United striker, who was 
already the Belgian nation-
al football team's all-time 
leading scorer.

nich, Lewandowski is still 
the biggest star in the Polish 
national team and one of 
the greatest strikers at the 
tournament.

However, there is a 
cloud hanging over the 
player. 

According to media re-
ports, the Pole wants to 
leave for a new challenge 
after four seasons at Bay-
ern Munich. Manchester 
United, Chelsea and Paris 
St Germain are said to be 
interested in acquiring him.

If Lewandowski per-
forms well he may also de-
cide other centre forwards' 
fate. 

Olivier Giroud of France 
and Mario Mandzukic of 
Croatia embody the clas-
sic "number 9" role that is 
in danger of disappearing 
from modern football. 

Lewandowski could 
give other teams the con-
fidence to go out and play 

this type of game. As it 
stands, having a target man 
who can hold up the ball 
well and bring his team-
mates into play could be a 
valuable tactic at this World 
Cup if only because so few 
teams are used to defend-
ing against it.

The other important 
player for Poland is Napoli's 
young midfielder Piotr Zie-
linski. He scored four goals 
in this season's Serie A. 

Poland legend Zbigniew 
Boniek said the 24-year-old 
playmaker is "ten times 
stronger than Kevin De 
Bruyne".

Placed in Group H, Po-
land have a good chance of 
advancing to the next round 
of the tournament.

T h e y  w o u l d  f a n c y 
themselves to beat Japan 
and Senegal and do what 
they have to do to get a 
point against a very strong 
Colombian team.

Rio de Janeiro, June 7 
(IANS): The wounds in-
flicted by the worst defeat 
in Brazil's proud football 
history began healing on 
July 29, 2014, three weeks 
after the side's apocalyptic 
1-7 defeat to Germany in 
the World Cup semifinals 
and seven days after 1994 
World Cup-winning captain 
Dunga was named national 
team coach for a second 
time.

It was also the day that 
Adenor Leonardo Bacchi 
decided to stop crying and 
start fighting, reports Xin-
hua news agency.

"After the 1-7 defeat, 
I really believed I would 
have a good chance to be 
the next coach of the Bra-
zilian team," Bacchi, better 
known as Tite, wrote in the 
Players' Tribune in May.

"I thought it might be 
my turn. When I was not 
selected for the job, I'll be 
honest... I was frustrated, 
angry, very sad. However, 
at that moment, I thought 
of my mother. She was a 
fighter. Whenever our fam-
ily struggled, she worked 
even harder.

"She sewed until her 
hands couldn't move so 
that whenever I wanted a 
soda, the soda would ap-
pear like magic. Her exam-
ple was my inspiration. For 
a week after that decision 
(Dunga's appointment), I 
cried. After that, I started 
the fight," added Bacchi.

That fight began with 
Tite, who was taking a sab-
batical year and laying out 
plans for his return to foot-
ball. 

The first step saw him 
travel to Europe to learn 
from some of the game's 
top coaches, including Ar-
sene Wenger and Carlo An-
celotti. He returned to Brazil 
in December 2014 and im-
mediately accepted an offer 
to coach Corinthians for a 
third time. 

Eleven months later he 
steered the Sao Paulo club 
to the Brazilian Serie A title.

Tite remained in the 
role until June 2016, when 
he was finally named coach 
of Brazil, replacing Dunga 
after the team's group-stage 
elimination from the Copa 

America. 
At the time of his ap-

pointment, Brazil were lan-
guishing in sixth place in 
the South American zone 
qualifying standings for the 
2018 World Cup.

The transformation was 
almost instant as Brazil pro-
ceeded to win nine consec-
utive competitive match-
es. In the meantime, they 
became the first team to 
qualify for Russia other than 
the hosts and reclaimed the 
world No. 1 ranking for the 
first time in seven years.

It wasn't just the num-
ber of victories that made 
the football world take no-
tice. 

Under Tite, Brazil re-
vived the attacking and 
flamboyant DNA of the 
country's past generations, 
netting 30 goals in their fi-
nal 12 qualifiers compared 
to 11 in their first six. Such 
form has led most book-
makers to install Brazil as 
one of the favourites for the 
tournament.

Few doubt Brazil 's 
standing as a rehabilitated 
giant of international foot-
ball. But has the team over-
come the psychological 
trauma of the 1-7 defeat? 

According to Tite, the 
five-time world champions 
went a long way toward 
banishing any remaining 
ghosts in March with a 1-0 
friendly victory over their 
2014 executioners in Berlin.

"This has a huge psy-
chological meaning, no one 
needs to fool themselves 
about that," Tite said af-
ter the match. Veteran de-
fender Thiago Silva agreed, 
saying: "It was a matter of 
pride, after all that has been 
written and said."

Midfielder Fernandinho 
said any lingering apathy 
among Brazilian fans re-
sulting from the last World 
Cup will disappear when 
the Selecao play their first 
match against Switzerland 
in Rostov on June 17.

Meanwhile, Brazil's 
players will be focused on 
stepping up the fight that 
Tite began almost four 
years ago; a fight that this 
football-obsessed nation is 
hoping will bring glorious 
redemption in July. 

The second goal came 11 
minutes later when Yannick 
Carrasco gained control of the 
ball near the end line and de-
livered a pass to Hazard, who 
scored his 22nd goal as a member 
of the Red Devils on a shot from 
the middle of the penalty box.

Despite making six second-
half substitutions, the Belgians 
continued to dominate the ac-
tion after the intermission and 
tallied their third goal during 
second-half injury time.

Two of those substitutes 
combined on the final score, 
with striker Michy Batshuayi 

maneuvering around Egyptian 
defender Ali Gabr and setting up 
Fellaini for an easy finish from 
just outside the goal area.

Egypt was unable to gener-
ate much offence without Salah, 
a superstar forward for English 
Premier League (EPL) side Liv-
erpool who suffered a shoulder 
injury after getting tangled up 
with Real Madrid defender Ser-
gio Ramos during the first half of 
last month's Champions League 
final.

Belgium has one more pre-
World Cup friendly on tap versus 
Costa Rica on June 11, also at 

King Baudouin Stadium in Brus-
sels.

The European nation has 
been drawn into Group G in 
Russia and will play its first World 
Cup finals match on June 18 
against Panama, followed by 
contests on June 23 against Tu-
nisia and on June 28 versus Eng-
land.

Egypt,  for its part,  has 
wrapped up its pre-World Cup 
friendlies and will next face Uru-
guay ( June 15), hosts Russia 
(June 19) and Saudi Arabia (June 
25) in Group A action at the World 
Cup.

Belgium's Kevin De Bruyne, center, 
pursues Egypt's Mohamed Elneny 
during a friendly soccer match between 
Belgium and Egypt at the King Baudouin 
stadium in Brussels. (AP/PTI)

Paris, June 7 (Reuters): Argentina’s Juan 
Martin Del Potro came through a clash 
of the titans against Marin Cilic to reach 
his first French Open semi-final for 
nine years on Thursday, winning a rain-
delayed duel 7-6(5) 5-7 6-3 7-5.

The 29-year-old powerhouse’s 
eighth successive defeat of Cilic set up 
a clash with 10-times champion Rafael 
Nadal. Play resumed on a sunny Court 
Suzanne Lenglen with the towering fifth 
and third seeds locked at 5-5 in the first 
set tiebreak after rain had curtailed their 
high-octane clash on Wednesday.

Del Potro needed only two points to 
pocket the first set as Cilic blinked first, 
netting a routine forehand a 5-6.

The second set like, the first was 

Kohima, June 7 (EMN): The sec-
ond edition of the Kohima Football 
League 2018 (KFL) will begin from 
July 17 to August 31, an update from 
the Kohima Town Club (KTC) in-
formed on Thrusday. 

The organising committee have 
informed the participating clubs that 
the last date for window transfer and 
team registration will be till June 21st. 
Each club are to register minimum 
25 players for the KFL 2018. The par-
ticipating players and the clubs are 

also asked to register with Kohima 
District Football Association (KDFA).

So far four teams out the seven 
team have made team registra-
tion - Sechu Zubza FC, Vanguard 
FC, Tseminyu , United 16 FC and 
Ziekezou SC. The other three teams 
namely Khriekesa FC, New Market 
FC, Twenty 11 Viswema are remind-
ed to get their registration done.

For player registration, the team 
can contact Kevilebei Zashümo and 
Club registration William Koso. 

dominated by serve until Cilic 
fired himself up to break at 4-4 
— a furious Del Potro throwing 
his racket at the changeover.

Croatian Cilic played an aw-
ful game when serving for the 
set, making four unforced er-
rors, but he was gifted another 
chance to serve for the set after 
breaking Del Potro again and 
at the second time of asking he 
levelled the match.

Del Potro dipped at the start 
of the third and Cilic had points 
for a double break but the burly 
Argentine, roared on by chants 
of “Delpo Delpo” recovered his 
drive to hit back from 0-2 and 

take the third set.
Former Roland Garros ju-

nior champion Cilic, bidding 
to reach the semi-finals for the 
first time after falling in the last 
eight 12 months ago, kept his 
nose in front in the fourth.

He buckled at 5-5 though 
and sent a backhand long on 
break point, leaving Del Potro 
to serve for the match, which he 
did with ease as Cilic sent three 
more backhands out. 

E a r l i e r,  Ra f a e l  Na d a l 
marched into the semi-finals 
with a 4-6 6-3 6-2 6-2 victory 
over Diego Schwartzman in 
their rain-delayed match. 

Paris, June 7 (AFP/PTI): Defending 
champions Germany will have the 
psychological advantage of going to the 
Russian World Cup finals sitting atop the 
FIFA rankings.

The Germans are in good shape 
heading to Russia after their talismanic 
goalkeeper Manuel Neuer, a key player in 
their 2014 victory, returned to action after 
a long absence through injury.

Neymar's on-form five-time World 
Cup winners Brazil are second, multi-
talented Belgium are third, Cristiano 
Ronaldo's European champions Portu-
gal fourth and Lionel Messi's Argentina 
are fifth. British bookmakers would agree 
with the top two as they make Germany 
and Brazil joint World Cup favourites at 
odds of five to one followed by Spain, 
France and Argentina.

World Cup host nation Russia mean-
while slide to 70th position after a seven-
game winless streak. They kick off the 
tournament against Saudi Arabia on 
June 14.
STANDINGS JUNE 7:
1. Germany
2. Brazil
3. Belgium
4. Portugal
5. Argentina
6. Switzerland
7. France
8. Poland (+2)
9. Chile
10. Spain (-2)
97. India (0)


