
Neiphiu Rio plants a sapling during a program in Kohima marking the government's announcing a plan  
to plant more than 40, 000 saplings to create a 'green Nagaland.'  
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Members of the NSSATA agitating at a sit-in protest at the directorate of School Education in Kohima on June 6. 
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Both sides '  f ingers clash: Confusion as notice emerges saying government has already fulfi l led demands  

Govt. announces 
planting 40k seeds to 
harvest 'green Nagaland'

Appeal-weary Lotha Hoho serves NHIDCL ultimatum

NPF claims PDA not keeping assurance  SVC: All procedures 
followed, NDPP says

Scheme teachers stand up seeking redress with sit-in  
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 26° 21°

Agartala 32° 25°

Gangtok 28° 16°

Guwahati 36° 25°

Imphal 28° 20°

Itanagar 34° 23°

Shillong 24° 19°

Delhi 41° 30°

Kolkata 34° 27°

Chennai 37° 27°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 27° 18°
DIMAPUR 34° 25°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 33mm 90%
DIMAPUR 9mm 94%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Live as if you were to die 
tomorrow. Learn as if 

you were to live forever.

 ~ Mahatma Gandhi

97 in Credit Accounting, 98 in 
Nagamese, 99 is Naga Respect 

Studies... Pack your bags, 
you're going to Nagaland..

Mirror Takes

~ Arien

Our Correspondent
Kohima, June 6 (EMN): The 
People’s Democratic Alli-
ance government (PDA) 
has announced a major en-
vironmental campaign for 
Nagaland that would build 
the state's florae wealth and 
ensure its environment's 
health. A component of the 
campaign is to plant 48,000 
saplings in the minimum, 
according to updates.   

In leading the People’s 
Democratic Alliance gov-
ernment's (PDA) call to 
plant more trees to build 
the state's florae — by ob-
jective a ‘green Nagaland’ — 
Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio 

planted saplings outside his 
official residence in Kohima 
on Wednesday.

It was during an event 
commemorating World En-
vironment Day 2018 on 
June 5 in Kohima that Rio 
announced that the PDA 
would be planting mini-
mum 48,000 saplings on 
campaign mode during  
the next one week towards 
achieving a ‘clean and green 
Nagaland.’ The activity is 
to celebrate four years of 
the National Democratic 
Alliance government at the 
Centre.  

The chief minister in-
formed that each of the 11 

districts, and Noklak, will 
be planting a minimum of 
4000 saplings to ensure that 
the goal of 48,000 saplings is 
reached. He has called upon 
the people,  of the state to 
join the campaign and plant 
more trees to build a ‘green 
Nagaland.’ 

On Wednesday, the 
minister for Planning and 
Coordination Neiba Kronu, 
besides leaders of the Na-
tionalist Democratic Pro-
gressive Party and officers 
from the department of 
Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change joined the 
chief minister during the 
plantation. 

 Egypt PM submits resignation 
to President Sisi |  P9

Dimapur, June 6 (EMN): The Lotha 
Hoho has served an ultimatum to 
the National Highways and Infra-
structure Development Corpora-
tion (NHIDCL), the overseeing 
company of the controversial Wok-
ha-Merapani road. The company 
is to 'intervene' latest by June 15 
to address a number of grievances 
related to construction and main-
tenance of said road. 

Failing to do so would force 
the Lotha organisation to take an 
own course of action for which the 
organisation shall not be held re-
sponsible, a press release from the 
Lotha Hoho stated on June 6.

The updates informed that the 
Lotha Hoho, along with the com-
munity's frontals carried out a joint 
site-inspection and verification of 
the work on the highway on May 31 
and the entire stretch from Mera-
pani to Wokha. 

The verification was part of 
follow-up steps to an ultimatum 
served to the contractor, M/S CS 
Infraconstruction Ltd., it was in-
formed. 

According to the press release, it 

was found that the contractor, M/S 
CS Infraconstruction Ltd., was not 
undertaking the project according 
to specifications. 

The updates informed: Dur-
ing consultations with the dep-
uty commissioner of Wokha, Dr. 
Manazir Jeelani Samoon, on April 
23 2018 at Wokha, officials of CS 
Infraconstruction Ltd., SK Singh, 
had assured to "detail 4-5 persons 
to oversee the road construction 
activities" and that there would be 
'no compromise on the quality of 
the work.'

The firm also reportedly assured 
that a co ordination committee 
would be set up under the supervi-
sion of the district administration 
'for smooth execution of the road 
construction.' If the contractor does 
not implement the project work ac-
cording to specifications, the press 
release informed, no bill would be 
released to the contractor; instead 
the work order would be cancelled. 
The organisation also clarified that 
there was no 'land-related issue.' 
No Objection Certificates from the 
land owners in concern have been 

submitted earlier in September 
2016,  the Lotha Hoho's statement 
clarified. 

"As per the above directions and 
assurances the Lotha beneficiary 
organisations have patiently and 
eagerly waited for the contractor to 
honour the NHIDCl directions to 
adhere to the technical specifica-
tions," the Lotha Hoho stated. 

"However, after observing for 
more than a month, the contractor 
does not seem to pay any heed to 
the direction; but instead continues 
to execute the works in defiance of 
the technical requirements." 

'NEC has wrong contacts listed'  

The organisation also threw 
askance at the North East Council 
(NEC). There has been no response 
from the NEC to the organisation's 
communication besides confusion 
about who at the NEC is the contact 
person. 

"The readers may confirm for 
themselves that the NEC website 
has no 'Email' id and the con-
tact no. given on the website is 
08876883914, which keeps ringing; 

but no one responds. Hence an SMS 
was sent to this mobile Number re-
questing for Email address; but the 
message was diverted to number 
8638201788.  The owner of this 
number is one retired Assam police 
sub inspector, who responded to 
the LH SMS and expressed regret as 
to how his mobile number got into 
NEC website and added that many 
others have also called this number 
thinking it to be  NEC Hq, Shillong."

Readers are encouraged to con-
firm it for themselves by logging 
into NEC's website. 

"It is utterly ridiculous for a 
highly responsible entity such as the 
NEC to be so unreliable and non re-
sponsive," the press release stated. 

'Therefore for the above rea-
sons, the Lotha organisations are to 
request the NHIDCL to intervene 
latest by 15th June 2018, so as to 
ensure adherence to specifications, 
failing which the Lotha organisa-
tions will be compelled to take their 
own course of action and for which 
the beneficiary Lotha organisations 
will not be responsible,' the organi-
sation added.

Dimapur, June 6 (EMN): The Naga 
People's Front (NPF) has criticised the 
People's Democratic Alliance (PDA) 
government allegedly for going back 
on its assurances  on various issues, 
which the party listed, including the 
Naga political issue and recent ap-
pointments in the government.   

The NPF's media bureau issued a 
press release on Wednesday. 

The NPF cried foul: 'At the onset of 
PDA govt. formation, (chief minister) 
Mr. (Neiphiu) Rio, as the leader of the 
13th NLA had made a tall proclama-
tion that PDA-led Nationalist Demo-
cratic Progressive Party / Bharatiya 
Janata Party (NDPP; BJP) government 
will completely shun all VIP cultures. 
It had stated that the 'chief guest cul-
ture shall no longer be a part of PDA 
government,' the NPF stated.

However, "everyone was taken 
aback" as there were "many instanc-
es" of the PDA govt. backtracking on 
their earlier commitments, the oppo-
sition stated. "The latest one to hit the 
stand was the CM himself becoming 
the torch bearer of breaking his 'no 
more chief guest culture' that set the 
ball rolling, where the CM himself had 
become an epitome of funny carica-
ture contradicting his own promise 
by launching a livestock program at 
Legacy complex in Kohima as the 
chief guest on 5th June 2018."

The NPF criticized the govern-
ment for the 'rampant appointment 
spree of the PDA govt.' inducting its 
party workers and "their near and 

dear ones" into top positions in vari-
ous govt. undertakings, 'breaking all 
official norms, and creating an un-
healthy precedence.'

"Is this the promise of the in-
famous slogan 'change is coming, 
change is here, NDPP and BJP togeth-
er will bring the change' as a prelude 
song sung by their youth choir as the 
PDA govt. opening song?" the opposi-
tion queried. 

The NPF declared that the that 
"people stands amazed at what more 
to expect from this govt. which prom-
ises the moon and yet delivers ashes 
to the people."

Another "topmost issue" that the 
opposition party posed to the PDA 
govt. was the Naga political issue.  The 
NPF referred to a 'declaration' stated 
to have been made by PB Acharya, the 
governor of Nagaland, 'promising to 
bring the final Naga solution within 
six months.' The NPF pointed out 
that 'four months had already passed 
without a flutter.' Moreover, the press 
release stated, the six Naga national 
political groups threatening to pull 
out from the negotiation table has 
given a big blow to the Naga political 
solution issue.

'Unless the government of the 
day acts serious for once and bring 
on board  the other factions for  an 
inclusive and honourable  final Naga 
solution, the situation may go haywire 
where the entire Naga populace may 
be heading for troubled times,' the 
NPF added.

Dimapur, June 6 (EMN): The 
Nationalist Democratic Progres-
sive Party (NDPP) has responded, 
with 'amusement,' to criticisms 
from the Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly's opposition about 
the appointment of a former 
magistrate as the state's vigilance 
commissioner.  The NDPP's me-
dia and communications com-
mittee issued a press release 
on Wednesday stating that the 
opposition leader TR Zeliang had 
no moral authority to 'question 
the integrity and capability of the 
appointee in any manner.'  

"It is amusing to see the com-
plaint letter of Mr. TR Zeliang, 
Leader of Opposition regarding 
the appointment of Mr. Mayang 
Lima as the state vigilance com-
missioner," the NDPP declared. 

"It has been reiterated time 
and again that all due procedures 
were followed by the government 
in the appointment of the state 
vigilance commissioner. No pro-
cedures have been bypassed or 
overlooked."

The person in question, the 
NDPP stated, is a "renowned 
legal luminary" of whom the 
Naga people 'should be proud 
of him on reaching such a re-
vered position in the interest of 
transparency and accountability 

of the government’s day to day 
functioning.' Mayang Lima has 
had an unblemished track record 
in the course of his profession 
and service in the government, 
the party stated.  

In this instance, TR Zeliang 
has no moral authority to ques-
tion the integrity and capability 
of the appointee in any manner. 
Rather, the party declared, the 
leader of the opposition has been 
"producing contradictory affida-
vits year after year thereby insult-
ing the Constitution of India and 
the laws of the country."

The party also criticised TR 
Zeliang for having claimed to be 
a graduate when having 'failed in 
all subjects.'  

The NDPP has sound redress 
instead: 'Instead of pointing 
fingers at unblemished and dis-
tinguished persons, the leader 
of opposition should apologize 
to the people of the state and 
his constituency for misleading 
everyone time and again over the 
past couple of decades for bring-
ing immense shame to the Naga 
when the whole country came 
to know that the erstwhile chief 
minister had been giving wilful 
false affidavits on fake education-
al qualification without any sem-
blance of a guilty conscience.' 

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, June 6 (EMN): The 
2010 and 2013 batches of 
the Nagaland Sarva Shiksha 
Abhiyan Teachers’ Asso-
ciation (NSSATA) number-
ing by the thousand have 
launched their third phase 
of agitation in the form of 
a sit-in protest at the direc-
torate of School Education 
in Kohima on Wednesday 
morning. The teachers con-
tent that that the govern-
ment has failed in fulfilling 
its 'genuine demands.' 

Through an ultimatum 
to the principal secretary 
of School Education dat-
ed April 23 2018, the NS-
SATA  has demanded that 
7th ROP be granted to the 
teachers in line with regular 
state employees'; that the 
salaries of the SSA teachers 
(2010 and 2013) be paid 
from the state's non-plan 
budget and also to release 
pending 7th ROP entitle-
ment and salary. 

Giving a seven-day 
deadline with effect from 
April 23, the NSSATA has 
warned that failure to ad-
dress its demand would 
invite the  association to 
initiate democratic means/
mode of agitation. It stated 
that the government would 
be held responsible if any 
untoward incident occurs 

during agitations.
Subsequently, the as-

sociation has called its 1st 
phase of agitation in the 
form of pen-down strike 
from May 2 to the 10th and 
2nd phase of agitation by 
boycotting classes from  
May 11 to the 25th.

Bad network?  
However, it appears that 
there may have been a 
communication gap be-
tween the teachers and 

the directorate, which may 
have led to the agitation.

The government of Na-
galand is understood to 
have issued a notification, 
made available to the me-
dia, addressed to the direc-
tor of School Education on 
June 2 2018 agreeing to al-
most all the demands of the 
association. It also directed 
the department to work out 
details and furnish it to the 
Finance department.

The letter stated: ‘The 

government has agreed in 
principle, to the demand 
for granting 7th ROP to 
this category of teachers, 
since they are being paid 
the same salary as regular 
employees. While the letter 
clearly directed the de-
partment to work out the 
details, it has also asked the 
department to work out a 
system for regular payment 
of salaries of the teachers 
under SSA.'

It stated further that the 

posts occupied by the Na-
galand SSA teachers were 
created by the state govern-
ment for implementation 
of a CSS scheme and there-
fore, the existing practice 
of paying salary through 
State Mission Authority 
shall have to continue in 
whatever form.

In regard to the notifi-
cation, the association and 
the department have differ-
ent versions, blaming each 
other for the agitation that 

was called today.
The NSSATA's presi-

dent, Penthungo Y Yan-
than, claimed to media 
persons that said infor-
mation was neither 'inti-
mated' nor have the group 
received any official noti-
fication from the depart-
ment in said matter. He 
claimed that although a 
meeting called by the di-
rector was held with the 
executives and principal 
secretary on June 4 and 
the 5th, they were not in-
formed anything about 
the letter issued by the 
government.

On the other hand, di-
rector of School Educa-
tion Wonthungo Tsopoe 
said during the meeting 
that the executives of the 
association were told in 
detail 'point-by-point.' He 
said that the executives 
in return responded that 
‘they will inform back’ after 
discussing the matter with 
members. 

‘However, they went 
ahead without informing 
us on whether they accept 
or reject the assurance,’ 
said Tsopoe and added 
that ‘though the order was 
meant for the directorate to 
examine and work on, yet 
we gave copies of the order 
to some of the executives 

who attended the meeting 
after explaining point wise.’

‘Although the Secre-
tariat had come out with 
the order for us to work on’ 
Tsopoe maintained that 
with the ongoing agitation 
called by the association, it 
cannot work on it.

Meanwhile, Yanthan 
has informed that the 
members have decided to 
go on an indefinite strike 
until its demands are met 
stating that it doesn’t want 
any verbal assurance but 
concrete solution. 

He also said ‘we are 
not asking anything for 
anything more or extra but 
what is rightfully ours. We 
want this to be our last 
agitation.’

Another member, The-
jangulie Kirha echoed ‘we 
want concrete solution so 
there will be no more agi-
tation in the future. We are 
concern for the develop-
ment of the students and 
the schools. We don’t want 
to agitate because in the 
end, it is the students who 
suffer.’

The president also in-
formed that it will continue 
its sit-in protest on June 7 at 
8:30 am and will continue 
till their demands are being 
fulfilled for once and for all.

Refer page 3 for more details
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Naga scholars denounce 
excess by Indian army

World Environment Day observed across state

Sanis’ CHC benefitted 
on ‘giving back day’ 

Governor to felicitate HSLC & HSSLC toppers

Regularise service of adhoc 
teachers — Peren’s ANSTA

Entrepreneurs interact with PM

One held for extortion in Dimapur

District health officials along with health workers of Sanis block in Wokha district during their ‘giving 
back day’ programme on June 5.

Officials of the Fisheries department and members of the Anglers’ 
Association of Nagaland cleaning a locality as part of their observing World 
Environment Day, on June 5.

Students participating in the drawing competition that was 
organised by the Assam Rifles on the occasion of World 
Environment Day in Wokha. 

Plastic waste being collected by residents of 
Chumoukedima town in Dimapur on World Environment 
Day.

Martin Smith, a guest lecturer from Australia, along with the members of St. 
Xavier College of Jalukie in Peren district, during a programme marking World 
Environment Day, on June 5.

Jakhama students to hold freshers 
day programme
Jakhama Students’ Union (JSU) has invited all the successful 
HSLC and HSSLC students and all its members to its annual 
freshers day programme scheduled on June 9 at SAPO hall, 
Jakhama town at 10:30 am. The union general secretary, 
Rukukhonu Rolnu, and the information secretary, Zevito Natso, 
informed that Kevingoto Kulnu, EAC Tseminyu, would grace the 
programme as speaker.

Vivekananda foundation to honour toppers
Vivekananda Welfare Foundation, Dimapur, has announced to 
organise a felicitation programme for HSLC and HSSLC toppers 
on June 10 at 3:30 pm at SD Jain Girls’ College auditorium, 
Dimapur. All the 20 toppers in HSLC and 10 toppers in HSSLC (all 
three streams) under the Nagaland Board of School Education 
(NBSE) are invited to attend the felicitation programme. The 
organisation president, Niranjan Saha has requested all rank 
holders to confirm their presence at SD Jain Girls’ College 
auditorium 30 minutes before the programme. 

NSUA informs 
Naga Student’s Union Allahabad (NSUA) has announced to 
provide assistance to the Naga students seeking admission in 
and around Allahabad. The union press release on Wednesday 
informed that such assistance was to ensure convenience and 
ease in the admission procedure. For further information, the 
union has asked all concerned to contact its officials on phone 
nos. 9721047468, 9161946615 and 7571087784.

Wokha’s DPDB meeting deferred
Deputy commissioner and vice chairman of Wokha District 
Planing and Development Board (DPDB), Dr. Manazir Jeelani 
Samoon, has informed that the monthly DPDB meeting 
has been deferred to June 11 at 11 am due to unavoidable 
circumstances. He has further informed all members to attend 
the meeting positively.

Peren district felicitates toppers 
Peren District Planning and Development Board (DPDB) has 
felicitated HSLC and HSSLC toppers from the district during 
its monthly meeting held on June 6 in the DC’s conference 
hall, New DC Complex. During the meeting, the deputy 
commissioner, Smita Sarangi, invited various departments to 
present their respective activities. While reviewing the last 
meeting minutes, the house has discussed on electrification of 
Peren college, ITI, Labour, Polytechnic and ISBT. DFO Peren, Dr. 
Sentitula, has highlighted about plantation drive in the district.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, June 6 (EMN): The Naga Schol-
ars’ Association (NSA) has expressed con-
cern over what it termed as ‘excessive and 
diabolical’ scheme of the Indian army 
and the para military in the midst of cru-
cial negotiation between the Government 
of India (GoI) and the Naga nationalist 
groups for political settlement. 

NSA press release on Wednesday stat-
ed that the duality of peace talk and the 
act of infliction upon the Naga national 
negotiators and their cadres has become 
very prominent. ‘Of late, several disturb-
ing excessive acts of the Indian army and 
the para military on the members of the 
negotiating groups have come to the fore,’ 
the press release stated.  

The association has termed the recent 
raid on the Naga National Council’s gen-
eral secretary, V Nagi, as one of the ‘most 
destructive’ schemes. 

The association has also expressed 

concern over the decision of the Working 
Committee to suspend the peace talks 
until the GOI gives a clarification on the 
matter.

The apprehension of Moses Zeliang, 
a cadre of ‘civil wing’ of the National So-
cialist Council of Nagaland (IM) at Naga 
Gaon village in Dimapur on June 2 by the 
Assam Rifles is quite another, it pointed 
out.

“The GoI is answerable to all such 
excesses, whether or not it is a deliberate 
scheme or was done at the behest of the 
army personnel themselves. The ambigu-
ity needs to be cleared and addressed to 
restore the trust deficit and usher con-
genial atmosphere for peace talk. The GoI 
should be sensitive and be sincere to the 
on-going political negotiation. Necessary 
prompt measures should be taken as it 
strives to solve the Naga political issue,” 
the press release stated.

Wokha, June 6 (EMN): 
In a first of its kind ini-
tiative in Nagaland, al-
together 16 health units 
under Sanis block in Wok-
ha district contributed 
plants, medicinal plants, 
herbs, flowers and medi-
cal equipments that were 
lacking in Sanis commu-
nity health centre (CHC) 
during a brief programme 
on “Community giving 
back day” organised at 
Sanis CHC on June 5.

DPM Tongpangmat-
sung Longkumer, who 
launched the programme, 

encouraged the employ-
ees and the community 
to continue contributing 
towards the development 
of health unit. 

District health officials 
including the chief medi-
cal officer, deputy chief 
medical officer along with 
vertical programmes NHP, 
DAPCU, Malaria, RNTCP, 
NLP, IDSP, Chukidong, 
Wozhuro/Ralan block also 
contributed towards the 
initiative.

To mark the occasion, 
district officials along 
with the employees from 

health units under Sanis 
block donated medicinal 
plants, herbs for the herbal 
garden, evergreen tree, 
seasonal flowers, medical 
equipments like surgical 
gloves and mask to their 
health unit.

Tongpangmatsung 
(DPM), Dr. Eshen (GDMO), 
Dr. Mhonthung (Dental), 
Dr. Thungchanbeni (QA), 
Dr. Khesheli Awomi (Epi-
demiologist), Mhathung 
Jami, DF (NHP), Gloria 
(BPM) along with health 
unit workers participated 
in the programme. 

Dimapur, June 6 (EMN): While con-
sidering the plight of the All Nagaland 
Adhoc Teachers’ Group (ANATG), Peren 
unit of the All Nagaland School Teach-
ers Association (ANSTA), has urged the 
state government to immediately regu-
larise the service of 1166 adhoc teachers 
in the state. 

In the press release, the unit presi-
dent, Kaibakam Pamai, and the general 
secretary, Haidun, stated that the edu-
cation department is in clear knowledge 
that ANATG members had fulfilled all 
the criteria, terms and conditions di-
rected to them by undergoing required 
professional training, suitability test 
conducted by the department on May 

20, 2017, spot verification of documents 
on May 22, 2017. 

The unit also stated that despite of 
their services rendered for 8-9 years on 
fixed pay salary, ANATG were disregarded, 
unaddressed and denied justice till date. 

In the light of all these formalities 
being done, the unit has urged the state 
government to regularise the post of 1166 
teachers of various categories without 
any further delay. 

Meanwhile, the unit has supported 
the ongoing agitation of the state SSA 
teachers and urged the state government 
to find an amicable solution to fulfil the 
demand of their fellow agitating teachers 
at the earliest.

Dimapur, June 6 (EMN): 
Ovi K Yeptho, co-founder 
of House Sutra, was among 
young entrepreneurs from 
across the country, who at-
tended an interaction pro-
gramme with the union 
prime minister Narendra 
Modi today in Jaipur. 

Commenting on the 
issue of fund availability 
for start-ups, Modi said the 
government has created a 
INR 10,000 crore ‘Fund of 
Funds.’ He also said that 
the youth in India are now 
creating jobs adding that 
the government is com-
mitted to harnessing the 
demographic dividend. 

House Sutra is an om-
ni-channel furniture store 
that is providing custom-
made furniture. As of now, 
it is delivering to 20 cities 
in India. They are working 
and collaborating with lo-
cal artisans in translating 
modern designs to them 
and helping in reviving 
their business. 

As of now, House Sutra 
has been incubated by 
AIC, Banasthali under 
NITI Aayog.  To bring the 
experience closer to Na-
galand, a physical studio 
of House Sutra is set to 
be launched on June 9 in 
Chekiye, Dimapur.

Dimapur, June 6 (EMN): Presentation of 
governor’s award to toppers and felicita-
tion to rank holders of HSLC and HSSLC 
2018 would be held at Raj Bhavan, Ko-
hima, on June 8 at 11 am. 

A PRO press release stated that the 
state governor, PB Acharya, would present 
the governor’s awards/ certificates to 
HSLC & HSSLC toppers and rank holders; 
awards for achievers in MIL & skill educa-
tion subjects; NBSE awards to HSLC & 
HSSLC toppers; and Dr. Neilhouzhu Kire 

award to HSLC topper.  
It added that short speeches would be 

delivered by retired state DGP, K Kire, and 
principal secretary of school education 
& SCERT, Menukhol John, while a talk 
on career in IT for digital India would be 
presented by Bharat Goyal.  Special song 
would be presented by students of Pranab 
Vidyapith Higher School, Dimapur, and 
Mezhur Higher Secondary School, Ko-
hima. NBSE chairperson would deliver 
the welcome address, it added. 

Dimapur, June 6 (EMN): 
Dimapur police have ar-
rested one person identi-
fied as Aghato Awomi (29) 
for indulging in extortion 
on June 5.

Police report from the 
additional commissioner 
of police and PRO stated 
that hard cash amounting 
to INR 37,400 and some 
pieces of papers in which 
name of shops and the 
amounts paid by the shop-
keepers were recorded 
was recovered from his 
possession. It stated that a 
case has been registered at 
Sub-Urban Police Station 
for further investigation.

On the same day, Di-
mapur police team from 

Dimapur, June 6 (EMN): Various 
organisations have observed the 
World Environment Day on June 
5 on the theme ‘Beat the plastics 
pollution.’ The day was marked by 
organising various event such as 
undertaking cleanliness drive, tree 
plantation and other competitions.
KVSU: Kohima Village Students’ 
Union (KVSU), in partnership 
with the department of science 
and technology, has observed the 
World Environment Day on June 5 
by distributing eco-friendly, biode-
gradable trash bags to all the shops 
and government schools within 
its the jurisdiction. The union had 
undertaken the initiative in order 
to create awareness and educating 
its citizens about the hazardous 
effects of plastics.

KVSU president, Khrietuo Pi-
enyü, stated that the union has 
taken the initiative to educate and 
create awareness among fellow Na-
gas to become smarter and more 
responsible citizen in using plastic 
in their daily lives.
14 NAP (IR): To commemorate the 
World Environment Day, person-
nel of the 14th NAP (IR) battalion, 
Kiphire, undertook a plantation 

drive on June 5. The plantation 
drive was led by its deputy com-
mandant, Limaonen. A total of 
2000 tree saplings were planted 
consisting of 13 different species 
of trees. 

Around 200 personnel of the 
unit participated in the plantation 
drive.
AAN: Anglers’ Association Naga-
land and department of fisheries 
have jointly observed the World 
Environment Day on the theme 
“Beat the plastics pollution” on 
June 5 at fisheries department 
complex, Nagarjan, Dimapur. 

Kevisa Kense, director of fish-
eries, and AAN president led the 
campaign programme. The main 
highlights of the programme in-
cluded banner campaign, tree 
plantation and cleanness drive.
Ungma youth: With the rest of 
the world, the youth ministry of 
Ungma Baptist Church celebrated 
World Environment Day on June 
5 by cleaning the Imkongmeren 
Sports Complex, Mokokchung, 
and its adjacent area which was 
littered more than usual during the 
bye election. The cleanliness drive 
was led by Imtitoshi Longkumer, 

youth director of Ungma Baptist 
Arogo.
Phek town students: Phek Town 
Chakhesang Students’ Union 
(PTCSU) has observed World En-
vironment Day by organising a 
plantation drive in and around 
Phek town. Speaking on the occa-
sion, the union president, Vechihu 
Khamo, has highlighted on the 
importance of protecting and pre-
serving the environment. He also 
challenged each students not only 
be aware of various environmental 
issues and the consequences of 
their actions on the environment 
but also make a firm stand to de-
velop a lifestyle to conserve the 
environment.  More than 200 trees 
were planted.
NU Lumami: Nagaland University, 
Lumami Campus, observed the 
World Environment Day by under-
taking tree plantations drive and 
mass social work in and around 
the campus.

During a short programme, 
short speeches were delivered by 
Prof. AK Singh, Vice Chancellor In-
charge; Prof. NS Jamir, Registrar In-
charge; and Prof. SK Chaturvedi, 
Dean, Research, Development and 
Consultancy.

The programme ended with 
a vote of thanks from the chair-
person calling upon everyone to 
involve themselves in making a 
better environment. Around 200 

trees were planted on the occasion. 
The saplings were donated by the 
office of the Divisional Forest Of-
ficer, Mokokchung.
SDAO Chozuba: Sub-divisional ag-
ricultural officer Chozuba (SDAO) 
has observed the World Environ-
ment Day on June 5 by organising 
a talk delivered by agriculture in-
spector, Mhalevilie Thorie.

In his speech, Thorie has fo-
cused on issues of global warming 
that has taken toll in our daily life 
due to random destruction of for-
est area. He impressed upon on the 
importance of each individual’s 
contribution towards restoring 
and preserving it for the future 
generation.

To mark the occasion, the offic-
ers also planted trees at the office 
premises.
Zunheboto government college: 
Zunheboto Government College 
has observed the World Environ-
ment Day, jointly organised by NSS 
unit and department of environ-
mental science on June 5.

Speaking on the occasion, the 
college’s principal, T Allong Tzudir, 
has expounded on the important 
role of trees in supplying oxygen 
for human survival. He has en-
couraged the gathering to love the 
trees, take ownership and initiate 
in afforestation.

The principal also expressed 
gratitude to Vikugha Kiba, DPO 

land resources, for contributing 
tree sapplings. Atleast 250 tree sap-
lings of various kinds were planted 
around college compound with 
the participation of all the faculties 
and the students.
St. Xavier College Jalukie: St. Xavi-
er College Jalukie has observed the 
World Environment Day by col-
lecting waste plastic and planting 
tree-saplings besides having a gen-
eral cleaning of the environment. 
The college was privileged to have 
Martin Smith, guest lecturer from 
Australia, who took the lead in the 
programme.

The programme was marked 
with inspiring messages delivered 
by NSS president and the college’s 
principal. Special song was pre-
sented NCC cadets. 
Tourism Dept: Officers and staff of 
the tourism department observed 
the World Environment Day by 
planting trees and cleaning the 
Heritage Complex at Kisama. The 
department has acknowledged 
the teachers and students of Class 
V and VI from St. Paul School, Phe-
sama village, for joining with the 
department in cleaning the litters 
and plastic waste in and around 
Kisama, Naga Heritage village. 
CTC: Chumukedima Town Coun-
cil (CTC) spearheaded by EAC 
Thejavizo Nakhro along with the 
NGOs, stakeholders, schools and 
student bodies observed the World 

Environment Day by planting 500 
saplings of pencil pines trees in 
and around the new DC’s office 
complex.

After the plantation drive, a for-
mal programme was held in which 
prizes were given away to the win-
ners of various competitions such 
as plastic waste collection and logo 
competition. 
Fazl Ali College: Commemorat-
ing the World Environment Day, 
NSS unit of Fazl Ali College along 
with NCC Swachh Bharat and the 
department of geography has or-
ganised a cleanliness drive in the 
college campus.

Basing on the theme “Beat plas-
tic pollution,” the event was suc-
cessfully conducted with the par-
ticipation from around hundred 
students and faculty members.
Assam Rifles: Assam Rifles has 
observed the World Environment 
Day at 81 places across Nagaland. 
To marked the day, large scale 
plantation drives were carried 
out wherein 16000 saplings were 
planted. Several other activities in-
cluded seven ‘Go Green marches,’ 
three ‘Runs for Fun,’ 27 ‘Awareness 
lectures on Global Warming,’ 11 
‘Painting competitions’ and an in-
novative lecture on modern farm-
ing technology. School students, 
teachers and locals from all walks 
of life joined hands with Assam 
Rifles in large numbers.

sub-urban police station 
along with the district anti-
tobacco squad conducted 
raid within its jurisdiction 
against sale of cigarettes 
and other tobacco prod-
ucts in close proximity to 
educational institutions. 

The team recovered 
different items of tobacco 
products during the raid. 

Meanwhile, personnel 
from sub-urban police 
station an unidentified 
body of a non-Naga aged 
around 50 years from Rail 
bazaar area, Dimapur. He 
was suspected to have 
died of illness. After con-
ducting all necessary for-
malities in the presence 
of witnesses, the body was 
shifted to Dimapur Dis-
trict Hospital morgue for 
conduct of post mortem 
examination and further 
identification.

It was ascertained that 
the deceased was a beggar 
who had been begging 
for the last many years in 
Marwaripatti/ Railway 
bazaar area, Dimapur. 
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CM
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Kazheto Kinimi addressing party workers at Jalukie in Peren.   

PB Acharya and Prakash Javadekar with  members of the NSA in New Delhi. 

‘PDA govt. will complete five 
years term without hindrance’

Education dept. clarifies on SSA teachers’ payment

Union ministers assure support for 
peaceful settlement of Naga political issue 

Mangkolemba declared 
malaria-free model village

State cabinet announces inclusion of Garo, 
Kachari and Kuki for Mini-Hornbill festival

STATE

Dimapur, June 6 (EMN): The 
state cabinet in its meeting held 
on June 5, has announced to 
include Garo, Kachari, and Kuki 
communities for the Mini Horn-
bill. The house has suggested 
that the Naga Council Dimapur 
can organise a common func-
tion of all tribes in consultation 
with the deputy commissioner 
and tribal bodies. 

Mini Hornbill festivals will be 
held in the districts as decided 
by the cabinet in its earlier meet-
ing dated April 16. 

Update received from DIPR 
on Wednesday informed that 
during the meeting the cabinet 
discussed its April 16 decision 
on the constitution of Nagaland 
Investment and Development 
Authority (NIDA) and approved 
the change in nomenclature to 
Investment and Development 
Authority Nagaland (IDAN) to 

avoid confusion with similar 
sounding acronym. 

The house decided to consti-
tute a committee to study the is-
sues relating to royalty collection 
on minor minerals between the 
Forest Department and Geol-
ogy and Mining department and 
amendment thereof. 

The committee will be led by 
the principal secretary of Mu-
nicipal Affairs & Development 
Commissioner Sentiyanger Im-
chen as chairman, principal 
secretary of Environment, Forest 
and CC, commissioner-secretary 
of Geology & Mining, PCCF, 
director of Geology & Mining, 
and secretary of Law & Justice as 
members.

Advocate general has ap-
prised the Cabinet on various 
pending matters before the Su-
preme Court and the High Court. 
It was also decided to constitute 

a ministerial committee to ex-
amine the women reservation 
issue and hold discussions with 
the tribal hohos and stakehold-
ers.  The committee was instated 
with cabinet ministers led by G 
Kaito Aye as convener and CM 
Chang, Neiba Kronu, P Paiwang 
Konyak, Jacob Zhimomi and 
advisor Mmhonlumo Kikon as 
members.

The proposed Citizenship 
Amendment Bill of the Gov-
ernment of India was also dis-
cussed. The cabinet was of the 
view that Nagaland is protected 
under Article 371(A) of the Con-
stitution and the ILP regula-
tions. However, if the proposed 
amendment goes against the 
interest of the Nagas, the Gov-
ernment of Nagaland will go 
against such amendments and 
take up any such issues with the 
Government of India. 

As a follow up to the meeting 
of the political affairs committee 
meeting with tribal hohos held 
on May 11 in Kohima, the cabi-
net secretary has been directed 
to write to the Nagaland Legisla-
tive Assembly for revival / recon-
stitution of the joint legislators’ 
forum in order to strengthen the 
efforts being made towards the 
peace process. 

The house further decided 
to observe the Statehood Day 
on Dec. 1 at the Secretariat Pla-
za and the inauguration pro-
gramme of the Hornbill Festival 
will be held in the afternoon on 
the same day.
Revoked renaming of Indira 
Gandhi Stadium

The cabinet reviewed its ear-
lier decision made on March 8 
and decided to revoke renaming 
of the Indira Gandhi Stadium to 
Dr. T Ao Stadium.

Dimapur, June 6 (EMN): 
T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f 
School Education has 
clarified on the demands 
made the Nagaland Sarva 
Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) 
Teachers Association. 

According to DIPR 
report received here on 
Wednesday, the Edu-
cation department has 
informed that the SSA 
teachers had been re-
cruited on the basis of a 
CSS scheme called the 
‘Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan’ 
launched by the Gov-
ernment of India. Some 
batches of SSA teachers 
were appointed after the 
post were created, adver-
tised and interviews were 
conducted.

The school depart-

ment said since salaries 
are borne under the CSS 
scheme of SSA, the re-
lease of the salaries de-
pend on the release from 
the Central govt. towards 
the scheme. 

It also clarified on the 
demand of the7th ROP by 
the SSA Teachers Asso-
ciation belonging to 2010 
and 2013 batches.

The department said 
t h e  g ove r n m e n t  h a s 
agreed in principle, to 
the demand for inclusion 
of this category of SSA 
teachers into the 7th ROP, 
after observing all codal 
formalities.

“As far as transfer of 
salaries to non-plan is 
concerned, this posts 
were created for imple-

mentation of Centrally 
Sponsored Scheme (CSS) 
namely SSA. The existing 
practice of payment of 
salary through the State 
Mission Authority SSA 
shall have to continue, in 
whatever name or form 
the CSS of SSA continues. 
However, the Depart-
ment of School Educa-
tion has been asked to 
suggest for ways, so that 
salaries can be paid on 
time,” the press release 
stated.

It has informed that 
salaries from January 
to March have been re-
leased (without 7th ROP).

The dept. declared 
that it was clear in its en-
deavour to accommodate 
and address the issues 

Dimapur, June 6 (EMN):  
Lauding the leadership 
of the chief minister of 
Nagaland, Neiphiu Rio, 
advisor for Skill Develop-
ment, Labour & Employ-
ment and Civil Admin-
istrative Works Division 
(CAWD), Kazheto Kinimi, 
said that under his lead-
ership, the Peoples’ Dem-
ocratic Alliance (PDA) 
government will com-
plete its five years term 
without any hindrances.

The advisor is stated 
to have been addressing 
as the guest speaker at 

the programme organised 
by the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) of Peren dis-
trict to commemorate the 
four years existence of the 
National Democratic Alli-
ance (NDA) government, 
on June 6 at Jalukie. 

The legislator spoke 
about the formation of 
the PDA government with 
the Nationalist Demo-
cratic Progressive Party 
(NDPP) after 2018 general 
election, a press release 
from the BJP media cell 
on Wednesday informed.

Exhorting the gather-

ing, Kinimi highlighted 
various achievements 
of the NDA government 
under the leadership of 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi. He described 
Modi’s government as 
pro-people government 
w h e r e  v a r i o u s  p r o -
grammes and policies 
brought about by the BJP 
government at the centre 
has benefited the general 
public en mass.

The advisor asserted 
that the BJP party will re-
turn to power at the cen-
tre after 2019 polls. There-
fore, he called upon the 
party workers to remain 
steadfast and committed 
to the party and prepare 
for 2019 Lok Sabha polls. 
He also assured to ex-
tend all possible help to 
strengthen the party at 
the grass root level in Per-
en district in coordination 
with the party leaders. 

In commemoration of 
four years of NDA govt. 
the legislator along with 
BJP Peren party workers 
planted tree saplings at 
Jalukie. 

Achievements of four 
years of the NDA govern-
ment programmes and 
policies were read out by 
Secretary BJP Nagaland 
Shanbeni Yanthan. 

President BJP Peren 
Huzantadba Meriam de-
livered the introductory 
note.

raised by any association 
and will continue to look 
after the welfare of all its 
employees.

It also stated that ef-
forts were made at all 
level to make the asso-
ciation understand the 
status of their demands. 
However, the department 
lamented that action of 
the association has been 

otherwise. 
The department has 

appealed to the agitating 
teachers to resume their 
duties, in the larger inter-
est of the students. It also 
assured that the interest 
of the students will not be 
compromised under any 
circumstances and nec-
essary steps will be taken 
to ensure for the same.

Dimapur, June 6 (EMN): The Naga 
scholars’ association (NSA) has interact-
ed with the union minister for Human 
Resources Development (HRD) Prakash 
Javadekar and union minister for Road 
Transport and Water Resources, Nitin 
Gadkari on June 5 in New Delhi. The 
meetings were arranged by the governor 
of Nagaland, PB Acharya. A press release 
received here on Wednesday from the 
association informed.

Recalling his last visit to Doyang Hy-
dro in Wokha, as Environment minister, 
Union Minister Javadekar, said that the 
state has untapped potential and that 
the centre has a huge responsibility to-
wards the state to harness the potential. 
The minister also expressed his concern 
towards the Naga political settlement.  

Union Minister Gadkari also ex-
pressed his concern for the Naga peace 
settlement and also in developing the 
Northeast states. 

Both the ministers have assured to 
extend their support for a peaceful set-
tlement of the Naga political issue, the 
press release stated.

Expressing his concern over the 
political settlement between the Gov-
ernment of India and the Naga political 
negotiators,  governor opined that once 
there is peace in the state, it will enable 
the Nagas to rise up with its potentials 

and would able to compete with the rest 
of the world. The governor appreciated 
the NSA’s initiatives. 

President NSA Dr. Zuchamo Yan-
thann said the Naga political issue has 
affected lives of all the Nagas. However, 
he said today Nagas see another great 
opportunity for the long cherished 
dream is at hand for the final settle-
ment. He requested the ministers to 
extend their support for a peaceful set-
tlement.

  
Governor urges scholars to 

voice out for Nagas 
Also, on June 3, the NSA invited gover-
nor and apprised him about the activi-
ties of the association.

During the discourse, governor 
shared various issues of the state of af-
fairs in Nagaland. Some of the concerns 
discussed were rampant corruption, 
lack of law and order knowledge, poor 
condition of government schools and 
proxy teachers, poor road condition.

Keeping these issues in view, the 
governor has urged the NSA to raise 
their voice against such ill-practices and 
poor state of affairs that is prevalent in 
Naga society. 

Members of the Naga Students’ 
Union Delhi and the Nagaland Armed 
Police (NAP) also attended the meeting.

Dimapur, June 6 (EMN): 
The director of Health 
& Family Welfare, Dr. 
Vikiyie Losu, on June 6 
declared Mangkolem-
ba town as malaria free 
model village. The pro-
gramme was part of the 
National Vector Borne 
Deficiency Control Pro-
gramme (NVBDCP). An 
update on Wednesday 

informed.  
The declaration pro-

gramme was held at 
Mangkolemba town hall 
in Mokokchung. 

Dr. Losu highlighted 
the aim and objectives of 
malaria elimination pro-
gramme in the country 
by 2030. He also shared 
preventive measures un-
dertaken by the govern-

ment such as long last-
ing insecticidal nets and 
indoor residual spray.

Dr. Losu urged the 
stakeholders  to  join 
hands with the depart-
ment for the success of 
the programme. He also 
called on the commu-
nity to be a role model 
to other district in the 
state.
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Shillong, June 6 (IANS): Na-
tional Commission for Minori-
ties member Manjit Singh Rai on 
Wednesday described as “unfea-
sible” the move of the Meghalaya 
government to re-locate the Sikh 
inhabitants from the Sweepers 
Lane here.

Sweepers Lane, known to the 
local people as Them Metor, is 
located in the commercial area 
of Shillong near Iewduh -- one 
of the busiest markets in the 
northeast.

D e p u t y  C h i e f  Mi n i s t e r 
Prestone Tynsong, however, said 
the government’s intention is 
clear as it wants to find a solution 
and resolve this issue perma-
nently in the best interest of all 
concerned.

Rai, who reviewed the law and 
order situation here after violence 
erupted between the indigenous 
Khasi and Sikh communities with 
senior government officials, in-
cluding state police Chief Swaraj 

Bir Singh, expressed satisfaction 
with the state police ensuring 
security to the Sikhs in the state.

He also called on Chief Minis-
ter Conrad Sangma after assessing 
the ground situation in Sweepers 
Lane colony.

“The situation is normal now. 
I will be submitting my report 
before the Commission on the 
situation in Shillong. However, 
the move to re-locate Sikhs from 
Sweepers Lane is not feasible 
since they have lived there for 
more than 150 years,” the minori-
ties commission member said.

Meanwhile, the government-
constituted high-level committee 
headed by Deputy Chief Minister 
Tynsong met for the first time on 
Wednesday to find a permanent 
solution to the long-pending issue 
of relocating Sikhs communities 
at Sweepers Lane.

“We (committee) have asked 
all concerned departments to 
submit documents on the status 

of the Sweepers Lane as of today 
(Wednesday). The committee will 
then study the various documents 
to have a clear understanding of 
the issue. We will then recom-
mend to the government on the 
steps which need to be taken to 
address the grievances of all con-
cerned,” he said.

For more than two decades, 
several indigenous Khasi civil so-
ciety groups have demanded the 
relocation of the Sikh inhabitants, 
living there since British times, 
from Sweepers Lane as most of 
them are “illegal settlers”.

Noting that the ruling Megha-
laya Democratic Alliance govern-
ment is “serious” about resolving 
the long-pending demands of 
various groups, Tynsong said: 
“The formation of this commit-
tee is not to buy time or killing 
time on the matter. The previous 
government has not been able to 
address the issue but the present 
government is committed to 

reach a permanent solution.”
The terms of reference of the 

high-level committee is to exam-
ine all relevant records and docu-
ments and recommend feasible 
solution on the issue. It shall sub-
mit its recommendations to the 
government at the earliest.

The issue has been pending 
for many years and the govern-
ments in the past have not been 
able to resolve the matter.

On Tuesday, a delegation of 
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak 
Committee from Amritsar, led by 
Jathedar Giani Harpreet Singh, 
opposed the move of the Megha-
laya government to re-locate the 
Sikhs from Sweepers Lane to other 
parts of the city. 

Leader of Opposition in the 
state assembly Mukul Sangma 
said the government has failed 
to sustain peace in the state and 
demanded setting up of a judicial 
inquiry into the issue of shifting of 
the Sikh inhabitants.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, June 6 (EMN): The 
volunteers of the Demo-
cratic Students’ Alliance of 
Manipur (Desam) includ-
ing the girls continued to 
take up ‘mass court arrest 
agitation’ in Imphal on 
Wednesday. The agitation 
was conducted as a part of 
the ongoing protest against 
the alleged harassment to 
their family members and 
searching of the volunteers 
and leaders in their respec-
tive houses by the state 
police in connection to 
the vandalising of National 
Sports University (NSU) 
office in Imphal on June 1.

The agitators on June 
6 tried to storm the chief 
minister’s official bunga-
low in Imphal. However, 
they were prevented by the 
state police force, includ-

ing women police team, 
soon after the students’ 
volunteers started shout-
ing slogans on the road 
median located in front of 
the bungalow.

On June 4 too, the DE-
SAM volunteers protested 
the government’s plan to 
open the campus of the 
NSU at Lucknow. Instead 
of developing the required 
infrastructure of the main 
campus in Manipur, they 
tried to storm the chief 
minister bungalow de-
manding mass court arrest.

According to the stu-
dents’ body, the walk-in-
interview for recruitment 
of faculty members for the 
courses, which would be 
opened at Lucknow campus, 
has been fixed on June 11.

The Desam functionar-
ies also alleged that after 

the ‘threadbare’ discussion 
with experts, the govern-
ment was asked to ensure 
that three major courses-
sports—journalism, sports 
management,  sports 
performance—are first 
opened at main campus 
in Imphal but the govern-
ment had been paying little 
heed to it.

The Desam volunteers 
had also ransacked the ad-
ministrative block office of 
the NSU at Manipur Olym-
pic House in Khuman Lam-
pak on June 1 morning.

Interestingly, reliable 
report said that registrar of 
NSU, K Radhakumar, had 
written a letter to the union 
youth affairs and sports 
ministry stating not to 
open any outlying campus 
of the NSU until its main 
campus is fully functional.

Aizawl, June 6 (PTI): BJP general secre-
tary Ram Madhav today said that Mizo-
ram would be freed from the Congress’ 
grip when the state goes to polls during 
the later part of this year.` 

Madhav said Manipur is the only 
northeastern state where BJP is yet to 
have its share of power.

Addressing a press conference here, 
he said the saffron party was preparing 
its rank and file in Mizoram to face the 
upcoming polls and a massive election 
campaign would be launched from Au-
gust, after the monsoon gets over.

When asked if the BJP would forge 
pre-poll alliance with regional parties 

as was done in other northeastern 
states, he said the BJP has the North East 
Femocratic Alliance (NEDA), an alliance 
of all regional parties in the region, in 
which the Mizo National Front (MNF) 
is also a constituent.

“Even as the NEDA is more of a 
‘development alliance’, it can be an 
electoral alliance - which time will tell,” 
he said.

Former state chief minister and 
Meitei Nationalist Party (MNP) chief 
Zoramthanga had earlier held that 
his party would not forge any pre-poll 
alliance but face the election to the 
40-member state legislature on its own.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, June 6 (EMN):  The 
24+ organizations compris-
ing of different tribal organi-
sations have strongly con-
demned the recent triple 
murder including one Hori 
Teron of Karbi Anglong dis-
trict at 

KS Wotsami Complex in 
Dimapur on June 4. 

The press release issued 
on June 5 by the 24+ organi-
sations urged for speedy in-
vestigation into the matter 
while catching the culprits 

who absconding at the earli-
est while stating that capital 
punishment should be re-
warded to the murders.

 “It is high time for the 
tribal people to stand togeth-
er and fight against the esca-
lating crime against women, 
rapes, murder, corruption 
and all other crimes,’ the re-
lease added. 

The press release was 
undersigned by convenors 
of the 24+ organizations 
Angtong Engti and Samson 
Teron.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, June 6 (EMN): Going by the order of the 
Supreme Court, the District Transport Officer 
(DTO) of Karbi Anglong has asked both private 
and commercial vehicles to fit the High security 
registration plate (HSRP) in their vehicles.

DTO Shidhartha K Saikia requested all to 
follow the order while expressing that the order 
should be implemented by August 31 2018. He 
said that those failing to comply with the order 
within the stipulated time will lead to strict ac-
tion against the vehicle owners as per Supreme 
Court direction.

For any queries, Saikia has asked the vehicle 
owners to contact the DTO office.

Agartala, June 6 (IANS): President Ram 
Nath Kovind may declare the “queen” va-
riety of pineapple as Tripura’s state fruit on 
Thursday during his visit here, an official 
said on Wednesday.

“The President likely to declare the 
‘queen’ variety pineapple of Tripura as the 
state fruit, said the Agriculture Depart-
ment official.

Tripura Chief Minister Biplab Kumar 
Deb on Sunday for the first time flagged-
off the export of “Queen” variety pineap-
ples, known for being juicy and sweet, to 
Dubai. The consignment was sent on a 
SpiceJet aircraft via New Delhi.

Meanwhile, a senior official of the state 
Home Department said: “The Rashtrapati 
Bhavan is yet to finally approve the state 
government’s minute-to-minute sched-
ule of President. At the last moment. the 
President’s tour schedule in Tripura likely 
to be modified.”

The President, according to the official, 

is likely to interact with students in Gomati 
district headquarters of Udaipur, 55 km 
south of Agartala.

“Kovind tomorrow (Thursday) is also 
likely to dedicate a portion of National 
Highway (NH8) to the people. The Na-
tional Highway, connecting Tripura with 
the rest of the country via Assam and Meg-
halaya, has been extended up to southern 
Tripura’s border town Sabroom,” the of-
ficial added.

Kovind, accompanied by his wife 
Savita Kovind. would offer puja at the 
Tripura Sundari Temple at Udaipur. The 
517-years-old temple is one of the 51 holi-
est ‘Shaktipeeths’ (shrine of the goddess of 
power) in India as per Hindu mythology.

The President would also address a 
civic reception here on Thursday.

Violating normal practice, the recep-
tion being organised by the Tripura gov-
ernment instead of the Agartala Municipal 
Corporation.

Guwahati, June 6 (PTI): Assam 
Chief Minister Sarbananda 
Sonowal today said that his 
government was committed to 
women empowerment and had 
launched the Kanaklata Mahila 
Sabalikaran Achoni (KMSA) to 
take the commitment forward.

“When women are encour-
aged to take lead and ensure 
respect for them, the society 
marches towards progress,” 

Sonowal said at the ‘Mahila 
Samaroh’ 2018, organised by 
Assam State Rural Livelihood 
Mission and Panchayat and Ru-
ral Development Department 
in Tinsukia.

T h e  g ov e r n m e n t  h a s 
launched Kanaklata Mahila 
Sabalikaran Achoni to ensure 
financial independence in the 
state, he said.

Under this scheme, grants 

will be provided to 1.26 lakh 
women sel f-help groups 
(SHGs) in the first phase and 
in the next, another one lakh 
SHGs will be given financial 
grant.

Sonowal urged the SHGs to 
make good use of the financial 
grant and gain financial inde-
pendence.

Moreover, in recognition of 
the good works of the SHGs, 

first, second and third position 
will be adjudged and rewards of 
Rs 5lakh, Rs 3 lakh and Rs 2 lakh 
respectively will be provided to 
them.

Sonowal said Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi has ac-
corded top priority to women 
empowerment and the state 
government has taken steps 
to spread girl education in the 
state.

Dimapur, June 6 (EMN): The 
chairman of Railway Board 
has directed the general man-
agers of all zonal railways 
to popularise a guidebook 
for ‘Creating a child friendly 
and protective environment 
for children in contact with 
railways’ in order to spread 
awareness across the entire 
railway system and to sensi-
tize railway officials, passen-
gers, and other stakeholders 
on the issue of child safety. A 
press release from the North-
east Frontier Railway (NFR) 
informed on Wednesday.

According to the press 
release, the guidebook has 
been prepared by the Nation-
al Commission for Protection 
of Child Rights (NCPCR). It 
would be popularised by con-
ducting sensitisation work-
shops for officials like station 
masters, travelling ticket ex-
aminer, Railway protection 
force, Government railway 
police, and other commercial 
and technical railway staff. 
Secondary stakeholders like 

porters and vendors at sta-
tions will also be sensitised, 
the release stated.

‘A large number of vul-
nerable children regularly 
come in contact with Indi-
an Railways as passengers, 
abandoned, trafficked, or 
run-away children from their 
homes. Missing children trav-
elling in trains and homeless 
children living and working 
in and around the railway 
platforms are also required 
protection,’ issued the press 
release.

To address such issues, a 
standard operating procedure 
(SOP) has been finalised by 
the Ministry of Railways in 
consultation with the Min-
istry of Women and Child 
Development (MWCD) and 
the NCPCR. This was done in 
accordance with the Juvenile 
Justice Care and Protection of 
Children Act 2000. The SOP is 
being implemented success-
fully at 88 stations throughout 
Indian Railways, the release 
stated.

In accordance with the 
provisions of the SOP, NF 
Railway is said to be providing 
space at nominated stations 
for setting up of a Child Help 
Desk (CHD) at free of cost. 
This is said to be operated 
by a non-governmental or-
ganisation (NGO) approved 
by the MWCD. Childline In-
dia Foundation (CIF) is the 
mother NGO currently man-
aging Childline services and 
is responsible for identifying 
NGOs which will run the CHD 
at railway stations. 

Child welfare committees 
for protection of children 
are also said to be functional 
at stations like Katihar, New 
Jalpaiguri, Guwahati, Mariani, 
and New Tinsukia stations. 
While, CIF is said active at sta-
tions like Dimapur, Katihar, 
New Jalpaiguri, New Cooch-
behar, Alipurduar, Kokrajhar, 
Jalpaiguri road, New Bon-
gaigaon, Rangiya, Guwahati, 
Lanka, Silchar, Dharmanagar, 
Agartala, New Tinsukia, Jorhat 
town, and Dibrugarh town.

EM Images

Manipur police  preventing Desam volunteers from entering the chief minister’s bunglow in Imphal on 
Wednesday.

Mirror Crossword 1841sud0ku 1681
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1840

ACROSS
1. Referee declares
4. Bodily cavities
8. As fast as can be done
12. Swiss river
13. S American armadillo with three 

bands of bony plates
14. Valley
15. A manually operated device to 

correct the operation of an 
automatic device

17. Oil company
18. Bands worn over a shoulder
19. Aboriginal race
21. Native American people
23. Type genus of the Sittidae
26. Brews
29. Ridicule
31. Mama
32. Demeter
33. Denial
34. Primitive adding machines
36. God of fire (Hindu)
37. Measuring instrument
38. Cape near Lisbon
40. In bed
42. Scandinavian
46. Stiff hair or bristle
48. Non-professionals
50. Arabian Gulf
51. Satiate
52. Urge a dog to attack someone
53. Icelandic poems
54. In a way, worked the soil
55. A pituitary hormone
 
DOWN
1. City in New Mexico
2. Polynesian coffee shrub

3. Mineral bearing rocks
4. Insert mark
5. Programs
6. Villain
7. Region
8. Any handsome young man
9. Proposing a toast to
10. Caliph
11. An enclosure for confining 

livestock 
16. Greek letters

20. Egyptian goddess
22. More dried-up
24. Animated show
25. Opposed
26. Portuguese nurses
27. Spanish for “Wolf”
28. Came forth
30. Sound with resonance
32. Heal 
35. Used as a dressing room 

beside the sea or a 

swimming pool
36. Swiss river
39. Skirted
41. Hyphen
43. Dirt and dander
44. Colored part of an eye
45. Hyperbolic cosecant
46. Self-addressed envelope
47. Doctor of Education
49. Chinese revolutionary

solutions to suD0ku 1680

Minorities commission against 
re-locating shillong’s sikhs

Agitation against ‘mass court 
arrest’ continues in Manipur

Mizoram to be freed from Congress’ 
grip this year — Ram Madhav

24+ KA orgs. condemn 
Dimapur’s triple murder case

KA to make HSRP 
mandatory in all vehicles 

President to declare Tripura’s 
‘queen’ pineapple state fruit

Assam committed to women empowerment — Sonowal

Indian Railways to sensitize staff and 
stakeholders on child safety — NFR



GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/90/2018-I               Dated Kohima, the 7th May, 2018OBJECTION NOTICE

Whereas Kumari. KHRIEZOTUONUO D/o LATE. DZIESETUO, Mason, 
PWD (H) New Capital Complex, Kohima resident of Chiechama Village, 
Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian 
Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/
her Late father- Pension, GIS, GPF, Leave encashment, Gratuity & other 
service benefits entitled. Bank A/C No.20059298158 SBI Main Branch 
Kohima. Who expired on 10.05.2017.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection  
if any within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: NagalandKG-2556

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT 
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 05.06.18

NOTICE
No.M-139/18/1516  Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti. AVI 
GILBERT ZINVÜ  -Vrs-  NELLIE JASOKIE resident of DIMAPUR 
Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 
50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied 
for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do 
hereby invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, 
if any & should be submitted to this court in writing on or 
before 05.07.2018.
SCHEDULE OF LAND AND BOUNDARY 
Name of Patta Holder: AVI GILBERT ZINVÜ  
Village/Block No: 11, Patta No: 92, 
Dag No: 22, Area: 01B-02K-19LS  Sd/- 

Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-5493

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 04th June 18

NOTICE
No.M-151/18/1506-07    Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti Moala Haralu -Vrs- Shri. K. Haralu resident of Darogapathar 
Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 
of  Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation 
of land described in the schedule below:-
      The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should 
be submitted to this court in writing on or before 4.7.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Smti. Moala Haralu 
Village/Block No: Darogapathar, Patta No: 109
Dag No: 207, Area: 00B-03K-09Ls.
North: Approach Road, South: Plot of Mozes, 
East: Approach Road, West: Plot of Kheto Sd/- 

Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-5494

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 04th June 18

NOTICE
No.M-152/18/1504-05   Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti K. Haralu 
-Vrs- Smti. Leaniho Haralu resident of Darogapathar Town/Village in 
the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 of  Assam Land 
Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described 
in the schedule below:-
      The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 4.7.18. 
SCHEDULE OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Shri. K. Haralu
Village/Block No: Darogapathar, Patta No: 150
Dag No: 254, Area: 00B- 01K- 19 ½ Ls
North: Approach Road, South: Kevin Jasokie, 
East: Chuba Toshi, West: P. Lohe Sd/- 

Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-5495

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 06th June 18

NOTICE
No.M-159/18/1562-63    Notice is hereby given that 
Shri/Smti Keshab Kumar Chetry -Vrs- Prima Jigdung resident 
of Dimapur Town/Village in the District of  Dimapur, Nagaland 
under Rule 50 & 51 of Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have 
applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
      The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & 
should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 06.7.18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Keshab Kumar Chetry 
Village/Block No: 05, Patta No: 1490
Dag No: 28/1581, Area: 00-02-10

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: NagalandD-5499 

T. TSATHRONGSE 
SANGTAM,

S/O. LT.THISINGKICHO 
SANGTAM

MODEL COLONY PURANA 
BAZAR

DIMAPUR, H/NO.141, IN ALL
DOCUMENTS SUCH AS 

AADHAAR CARD,
PAN CARD, S/BOOK, SAVING 

A/C AND PENSION BOOK.
REG.NO.507/17, DT: 25/4/17

D-5496

CORRECTION 
OF NAME

SMTI. M. LITINGCHEMLA 
SANGTAM

D/O. LT. MURUBA SANGTAM
MODEL COLONY PURANA 

BAZAR
DIMAPUR, H/NO.141, IN ALL

DOCUMENTS SUCH AS 
AADHAAR CARD,

PAN CARD, S/BOOK AND 
SAVING A/C

REG.NO.6885/03,  
DT: 31/10/03

D-5497

CORRECTION 
OF NAME

CHANGE OF NAME
New Name: PANKAJ KALA
Old Name: PANKAJ KUMAR KALA
Date of Birth: 29/04/1978
F/Name: MAHAVIR PRASAD KALA
Add-H No.62 (B), JAIN TEMPLE RD DIMAPUR
PIN-797112 NAGALAND, INDIA
Reg. No.2563/2017
That both PANKAJ KALA and PANKAJ 
KUMAR is the name of one and same person.

D-5498

AFFIDAVIT
I, Mr. Gam Bahadur 

Thapa S/o Dil 
Bahadur Thapa 
under the Regd 
No.65/12 shall 

be called as Gam 
Bahadur Sunar and 
my father’s name as 
Dil Bahadur Sunar 
in all my official and 
future references.

K-1752

Christian Institute of Health Sciences & Research
(Referral Hospital), 4th Mile, Dimapur.

VACANCIES
1. Registered BSc Nurse- Should be willing to work as a Tutor and Staff Nurse with a 

commitment of 1-year service in CIHSR and preferably 1 year of experience 
2. Registered GNM Staff Nurse 
3. Registered GNM Male Staff Nurse for Urology department- 1 post. 
Candidates should submit the prescribed application form along with their supporting 
documents by 13th June 2018. Application form can be downloaded from our website- 
www.cihsr.in 

And address it to 
The HR Department, 
Christian Institute of Health Sciences and Research, 
4th Mile, Dimapur-797115 
Or 
E-mail to: hrd.cihsr@gmail.com

DP-435

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
OFFICE OF THE INSPECTOR GENERAL OF POLICE (Int) 

NAGALAND: KOHIMA.
 NO.IGP/INT/IX-45(4)/18-19/1128 Dated Kohima, the 6th June 2018.

To 
  CN : Tewelhi Kronu
 S/o : Kewekhele Kronu
 Village : Kami
 PO/PS : Phek Town
 Dist. : Phek, Nagaland.

Where as, you have availed extra ordinary leave for 1289 (one thousand two 
hundred eighty nine) days on medical ground w.e.f 06.07.2014 to 16.01.2018.

And whereas, your application for leave extension was not entertained. 
Further you have overstayed your leave period w.e.f 17.01.2018 till date.

And whereas, inspite of several calling notice served to you vide No. IGP/
INT/IX-45(4)/ 17-18/635 dated 05/02/2018, IGP/INT/IX-45(4)/ 17-18/716 
dated 22/02/2018 and IGP/INT/IX-45(4)/ 17-18/1094 dated 24/05/2018, 
you fail to report.

Now therefore, the undersigned hereby issue this final calling notice to 
report within 7 (seven) days, failing  which will be declared as a “deserted”.

(L. BENDANG LEMTUR) IPS
Inspector General of Police (Int)

Nagaland: Kohima

Sub: LAST CALLING NOTICE

KG-2557

KOHIMA BIBLE COLLEGE
Associate Member of ATA, Affiliated to NATA & 

Approved by The Govt. of Nagaland
P.O. Box – 482 Kohima: Nagaland

Born Again, certain of your call to the ministry, and have the commitment to serve the 
Lord; you are welcome to Kohima Bible College -The first established Bible College 
in Nagaland and God’s own ordained place in training men and women for the Global 
mission.
The College:

- is Bible-centered, Christ-centered and gives special emphasis on the deliverance 
ministry and  to walk in the Anointing work of the Holy Spirit.

- is committed for Spiritual quality with Academic excellence.

ADMISSION OPEN FOR THE FOLLOWING COURSES:
Courses offered

Master of Divinity (Regular & Extension)  B.Th / B.A. / B. Sc 2 years

HS (+2) / PUC 3 years
HSLC 4 years

Under Matriculate 1 year

Bachelor of Theology

Pre- Theology Course
•	 New	Admission	for	the	Autumn Session 2018 is going on.
•	 Admission	for	the	above	courses	will	be	open	till	8	June	2018.		
For more information contact:       
 (M)- 9436011961/8575733192

Eligibility Duration

K-1751

K-1753

KG-2555
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Farmers from Kohima district visiting the floriculture and nursery unit in Pfutsero on June 5.

Organisations condemn 
Dimapur murder

RBI rate hike to make home, auto loans dearer Kohima’s farmers undertake tour to Pfütsero 

Dimapur, June 6 (EMN): 
Sangtam Peoples’ Forum 
Dimapur District (SP-
FDD), Nzauna Students’ 
Union (NSU), Dimapur 
Eastern Naga Students’ 
Union (DENSU) and Naga 
Rice Hotel Union (NRHU) 
have strongly condemned 
the gruesome cold blood-
ed murder of three youths 
namely Tia Sagtam, son  of 
Tangthsenjü from Kiphire 
district; Tateutui Newme, 
son of Agie from Peren 
district; and Hori Teron 
from Karbi Anglong on 
June 4 at Golaghat road, 
Dimapur. 

In a condemnation 
letter, SPFDD president, 
Bitong Sangtam, and the 
information secretary, 
Imlikumzuk Sangtam, 
stated that such act of 
lawlessness should be 
condemned by all.  

The organisation has, 
meanwhile, appreciated 
the government machin-
ery for prompt action by 
constituting a special in-
vestigating team headed 
by additional deputy 
commissioner of police 
(crime) to probe and in-
vestigate the crime. SP-
FDD has appealed to the 
law enforcing agency not 
to leave any stone un-
turned into the case and 
award a befitting punish-
ment as per the law to the 
perpetrators. 

In another statement, 
Nzauna Students’ Union 
(NSU) has also vehement-
ly condemned the brutal 
murder of its bonafide 
member Tateutui, son of 
Agie and his two other 
workers on the night of 
June 3. 

According to the union 
president, Inrei Namrei, 
the deceased was a stu-
dent of Jawahar Navodaya 
Vidyalaya (JNV), Jalukie, 

his experiences and the 
journey he came across, 
Kapfo stated that he set 
up the farm on his own 
interest in the year 2007 
with 100 saplings. 

At present there are 
1200 kiwi plants. The 
total yield production 
per annum is 2600 kg 
approximate. Marketing 
is done basing on grade 
system. Grade-A are sold 
at INR 150, Grade-B at 
INR 100 and Grade-C at 
INR 80 to different mar-
kets including local mar-
kets, Moa gate, Guhawati 
etc. 

With the experience 
he gained, Kapfo said 
that training and prun-
ing of the plant is impor-
tant to avoid disease and 
for more yielding.

At the farm school, 
the teacher demonstrat-

ed on grafting of kiwi 
plant. Kapfo has also 
started with a few num-
bers of Persimom plan-
tation and a small nurs-
ery unit.

The team also vis-
ited horticulture de-
partment, where some 
HRF members took the 
group to floriculture 
and nursery units of 
horticulture farm. The 
team later visited a cab-
bage farm of Zeweü, 
a progressive farmer 
at Lekromi, where she 
shared on how and 
where they cultivate 
and market their cab-
bages in and around 
Kohima and Dimapur.

The team was lead by 
deputy project director, 
Rokoshüno Angela and 
her co- functionaries of 
ATMA Kohima district.

New Delhi, June 6 (IANS): Housing and 
auto loans are set to become costlier 
with India’s central bank raising its key 
interest rate for the first time since Janu-
ary 2015, though industry stakeholders 
feel it will have limited impact on hous-
ing loans but in the automobile indus-
try the cost of funds for manufacturers 
would go up along with loans for buyers.

The RBI on Wednesday raised its key 
interest rate for the first time by 25 basis 
points (bps) to 6.25 per cent.

“As buying decisions are generally 
not taken based on fluctuations in home 
loan rates, there will be very little effect 
on the real estate market. However, for 
some home buyers looking for making 
a very low-ticket size purchase decision, 
there may be some tentativeness in the 
decision making...,” said Ramesh Nair, 
CEO & Country Head, JLL India.

Overall, there would be minimal im-
pact on the end-user in the housing sec-
tor, Nair added.

who honestly supported 
his own study by trying to 
do manual job during his 
summer vacation during 
which he was murdered. 

The union stated that 
such crime committed 
on such innocent student 
by unknown co-workers 
deserve stringent punish-
ment as per the law of the 
land. The union further 
supported the moved 
taken by the Zeme Coun-
cil Dimapur and Sangtam 
Union Dimapur. The Di-
mapur Eastern Naga Stu-
dents’ Union (DENSU), 
while condemning the 
murder of three youths 
on June 4 in Dimapur, 
appealed to the special 
investigating team to nab 
the absconding murder-
ers and punish them at 
the earliest. It also urged 
all the civil societies and 
concerned citizens to 
condemn such crime.

In condemning the 
murder of three youth, 
Naga Rice Hotel Union 
(NRHU) has appealed to 
the administration and 
law enforcing agencies to 
arrest the culprits at the 
earliest and punish them 
according to the law. The 
union also conveyed con-
dolence to the bereaved 
family and pray for the 
deceased souls to rest in 
peace.

Dimapur, June 6 (EMN): 
Agriculture Technology 
Management Agency 
(ATMA), Kohima district, 
has organises an inter-
district tour to Pfütsero 
in Phek district on June 5 

with farmer representa-
tives from all the blocks 
under the district. 

The team visited 
kiwi farm school at Tsi-
ikozhie, a few kilometres 
away from Pfutsero vil-

lage, belonging to Ngu-
petso Kapfo. Sharing 
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Preachers of Change
I

t was during the eighties that many Naga preach-
ers, not necessarily religious, made use of the pul-
pits to expound the need for reformation of the 
Naga society. It is said that it became part of almost 

every speech, address or sermon especially directed at 
the youth in the state. Some went up to the extent of 
saying “Revolution not Reformation”. Looking back, it 
sometimes raises the question as what could have been 
so bad during the eighties in Nagaland that prompted 
so many of those speakers, or say preachers of change, 
to say so. Although there was instability in the govern-
ment especially in the later part of the decade that re-
sulted in newer forms of politics being played out in 
the streets, the scene was incomparable to the present 
times. There were no sudden shootouts between the 
security forces and the armed Naga Nationalist groups. 
There were no factional fights among the Naga Politi-
cal Groups; in fact there were only two distinct groups, 
the Naga National Council and the National Socialist 
Council of Nagaland, those days. The tension may have 
been brewing from then on but it was still not out on the 
streets, unlike the decade the followed. It is agreed that 
Naga Nationalism had still not died down even among 
the members of the public and the internal tussle exist-
ed. One group genuinely trying their best to make Na-
galand state work while the other group only too eager 
to state that the flow of ‘Indian money’ is out to finally 
‘finish’ the Nagas. Nonetheless chances of some, from 
both the camps, who played their roles more than the 
rest are likely. The eighties witnessed the killing of two 
school kids at Kohima during a Naga Students’ Federa-
tion sponsored rally that became violent. The eighties 
also witnessed the do or die attitude of the state’s law-
makers to form governments. It is reported that the cul-
ture of keeping MLAs isolated, very much akin to the 
Kaziranga camps started in the eighties. The only differ-
ence then was that mostly the MLAs were housed with-
in Army/Police camps. At one point the tussle in the 
government formation led to the assassination attempt 
on the life of the Speaker of the House. It also cannot be 
denied that the eighties witnessed the unprecedented 
flow of money and alcohol during elections which re-
sulted in the forceful introduction of the total prohibi-
tion Bill in the Assembly due to the pressure from the 
church bodies and the women groups. Those who were 
in the ruling party those days still point their fingers to 
the then opposition of playing a big hand in the NLTP 
Act. Also, at one point some new radical groups like 
the Naga Youth Liberation Front also was in the scene 
for a short while.  Whether the storm was still brew-
ing within or was hastened by the calls of reformation 
and revolution, the Nagas instead faced the worst case 
of tribalism starting from the nineties. It seemed that 
along with the call for change, the sermons for better-
ing one’s own especially the tribe may have occured in 
almost all the nooks and corners of the state. The rise of 
so many associations and unions and those groups lo-
cally christened as ‘Common Platforms’, for reforming 
and revolutionising the state was the breeding grounds 
of segmentations and divisions. The church was also 
not left far behind. Nepotism therefore finally became 
a virtue, the one evil that is strangling the Naga society 
slowly at present. The split of the Naga Political Groups 
into so many factions is therefore not a big surprise as 
the public themselves are so divided. Therefore it may 
be concluded that either the preachers of the eighties, 
though correct, their mission got hijacked. It may also 
be concluded that the preachers then had a rough idea 
of a goal but not a road-map. It might also be that some 
were even misled by men of greater influence. So the 
call for change, reformation or revolution still exists to-
day but except for the benefits of the new technologies 
and development brought about with the advance-
ment in the world the Naga society seems yet to find the 
true meaning of change, a change from within. It has 
become all the more pertinent for the public especially 
the silent majority to be taught how to logically analyse 
the many preachers of change that exists in the society 
at present.

God is always ready to forgive and restore.

Years ago, I attended a wedding where two people 
from different countries got married. Such a blend-
ing of cultures can be beautiful, but this ceremony 
included Christian traditions mixed with rituals 

from a faith that worshiped many gods.
Zephaniah the prophet pointedly condemned the mix-

ing of other religions with faith in the one true God (some-
times called syncretism). Judah had become a people who 
bowed in worship to the true God but who also relied on 
the god Molek (Zephaniah 1:5). Zephaniah described their 
adoption of pagan culture (v. 8) and warned that as a result 
God would drive the people of Judah from their homeland.

Yet God never stopped loving His people. His judgment 
was to show them their need to turn to Him. So Zephaniah 
encouraged Judah to “Seek righteousness, seek humility” 
(2:3). Then the Lord gave them tender words promising 
future restoration: “At that time I will gather you; at that 
time I will bring you home” (3:20).

It’s easy to condemn examples of obvious syncretism 
like the wedding I attended. But in reality, all of us easily 
blend God’s truth with the assumptions of our culture. We 
need the Holy Spirit’s guidance to test our beliefs against 
the truth of God’s Word and then to stand for that truth 
confidently and lovingly. Our Father warmly embraces any-
one who worships Him in the Spirit and in truth (see John 
4:23–24). 

When I am in trouble, where do I turn? A crisis reveals 
where I put my trust. Is my faith completely in God? 

What do I need to give over to Him today?

Cry For Delivering Justice: Tening Sub-Division Road

When Will My Suffering End

T
he rainy season is back and so the 
worries of the Tening area people 
rises. The commuters have fought 
a long winter battle against the 

sand storm. But we choose to remain si-
lent for we can at least ply despite the dust 
and crater. And now, the monsoon season 
has begun with heavy down-pouring con-
verting most stretches of road to paddy 
field and fisheries ponds. Commuters will 
find tadpole in the stagnant water and we 
are lucky to have micro-eco system in the 
middle of the town road. It is best for the 
pedestrian to be lock inside the comfort 
of one’s own home to avoid the slippery 
road, for walking is also another big chal-
lenge. The cry of the people on the dete-
riorating road condition is unheard, so the 
road is from bad to worst which resulted 
due to the lackadaisical attitude towards 
the genuine plea of innocent public for at 
least a pliable road.

It is important to lay down certain facts 
about Tening town for the reader’s simple 
understanding that, the correct nomencla-
ture of the town is “Tening Town” but not 
“Tenning town” as used in many govern-
ment gazettes. The latter was declared and 

inaugurated as Town on the 10th April 
1964 coinciding with the declaration of  
Mokokchung in the same year. It is a moth-
er to many surrounding villages, as per cen-
sus 2011; there are 20 villages with the total 
population of 25,864 within its circle.

I vividly remember the cheerfulness 
on the people’s face with high expecta-
tion assuming that their dooms day are 
over when the latter was upgraded to a 
full fledge additional Deputy Commis-
sion (ADC) headquarter on the   13th 
December 2014. With the big announce-
ment for the Town and surrounding vil-
lages innocent citizens started concluded 
that the long awaited verdict of  the area 
people has been delivered, which include 
the basic package of  better road, water 
supply and electricity. In addition, the 
expectation of  the people shot higher 
with the speech of  the elected representa-
tives who spoke on the auspicious occa-
sion with big mouth on the deteriorating 
road condition, infrastructure, etc. Force-
fully convincing everyone, through their 
speech that liberation day has finally ar-
rived. Hard to believe, but the fact is that 
it was just the oratory skill used to deceive 

the innocent citizens. For after the big talk 
show, the town was just neglected and left 
out all alone again with hundreds of  emp-
ty promises to be fulfilled.

Tening town, one of  the oldest ad-
ministrative headquarter in Nagaland 
as referred by many was inaugurated as 
town council from ad hoc town on the 
28th Oct. 2016. The occasion was graced 
with the presence of  many elected repre-
sentatives which again resulted in shoot-
ing up many empty promises in the sky, 
but then the innocent people were already 
aware of  the fact that it was just their 
oratory skills. It was very impressive on 
their part for they exactly knew to speak 
exactly what people have been longing to 
hear, but citizens refuse to be the victims 
of  their empty promises,for the same lies 
and assurance has been told for a decade 
or more. Leaders and elected representa-
tives who visited the town seems very 
concern about the toll and hardship faced 
by the people, but nothing much to expect 
for the purpose of  visit was for big talks 
and empty promises. 

The distance from Peren to Tening is 
just 28 km, but travellers are compelled to 

sacrifice their precious time for 4-5 hours 
and not mentioning about the other is-
sues of  health, vehicle maintenance, etc. 
because of  the already deteriorated road 
conditions. It is a matter of  shame for the 
sub-division people, for they are reflected 
wrongly by the visitors seeing the horrible 
road condition and many more. We like 
the courage of  our leaders for boldly ad-
mitting to the fact that the sub-division is 
neglected for three decades or more, but 
how long is this going to happen? The 
people are running short of  the patience. 

So through my write up, I wanted to 
draw the attention of  the concern depart-
ment and the present government   to 
take up necessary measures at the earliest 
for the deteriorating road condition from 
Peren to Tening, and also to blacktop the 
Tening Town road which is often referred 
to as paddy field or fishery pond, with no 
more feeble excuses. I will conclude my 
writing in good faith that the concern de-
partment and government will listen and 
take up necessary measures at the earliest 
without further delaying it. 

Dithuibo Newmai
Nchangram Village.

N
ow that the Naga Peace 
Agreement is spoken to be 
around the corner, and its 
broad perimeters being specu-

lated in the media, it is important for us 
Naga people to decide once for all that 
do we support the prospects of  long term 
peace dawning in Nagaland or do we still 
keep ourselves disoriented in the laby-
rinths of  various issues, which though in-
advertently, but somehow get inked to the 
Naga pride. While the world around us 
progressed and moved towards the lights 
of  prosperity, we have been kept in the 
shackles of  darkness. It requires us, the 
people, to decide now whether we are go-
ing to focus on changing our destiny are 

we going to still agitate.
We have been at the similar junctures 

of  decision making in the past. Despite 
the decision taken by our visionary forefa-
thers to end the needless strife then, some 
of  the other leaders did not agree. Those 
leaders who had agreed to end the strug-
gle then, to rather shift the focus on the 
people and their well being, indeed had a 
greater vision. They, after having brought-
in the requisite consciousness in us did un-
derstand the futility to go beyond a point. 
But some, who did not agree, continued 
to deny our own people the opportunities. 
May be for themselves, these leaders have 
achieved personal wealth and status. The 
swanky bungalows in Dimapur in doz-

ens, are memorials of  their achievements. 
But for us the common people they are 
symbols of  exploitation and ignorance. 

It beckons an answer from the groups 
which continued to fight since 1975 and 
then negotiated since 1997, as to what 
have we gained with all these years of  
bloodshed. What have we achieved more 
at the cost of  being cocooned and our 
people remaining in the shackles. Asking 
this questions is important so that at least 
now we understand and try to shape our 
path to glory and development.

In this modern world the globe is 
shrinking. The power is coming to the na-
tions from its people and their intellectual 
capital. By remaining steadfast to the old 

demands and in the confines of  isola-
tion will not serve the Nagas. We surely 
need to be attached to our roots but we 
must increasingly embrace the modernity, 
guided by the best practices of  the cur-
rent times. We need to participate in the 
economic revolution which the world is 
currently undergoing. This could only be 
done by ironing out our issues and bridg-
ing our divide as quickly as possible and 
without creating new conflicts anymore. 
In this order, it requires peaceful coexist-
ence within us, our neighbours and rest of  
the nation. It requires choosing the wiser 
path to achieve the true freedom for the 
Naga people.  

Hukato Zhimo

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

DAILY PATH
And in Truth

BIBLE READ:   ZEPHANIAH 1:1–6; 2:1–3
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

In his love he will no longer rebuke you,  
but will rejoice over you with singing.   

~   Zephaniah 3:17

Nukhosa Chüzho

Gagging the Ideas

Clarification on Tirap Incident

C
reative mind requires an 
unrestrictive access to, and 
facilitative environment for 
dissemination, of informa-

tion and ideas. The process involves 
postulating one’s thoughts, critical 
deliberation, dissenting and debating 
on issues that may relay constructive 
ideological baseline of one’s political 
thought, belief in social justice sys-
tem, idea of economic development 
or cultural protection and preserva-
tion. Envisioning a state wherein free 
flow of ideas strengthens nationhood 
thereby contributes to the develop-
ment of the nation, the Constitution 
guarantees freedom of expression 
(speech, written, symbol, and sign) as 
a fundamental right to every citizen. 
The intent and purpose is to protect 
a citizen from unfair state’s interfer-
ence in a citizen’s right to innovate by 
positive propagation and application 
of information.

Falling in reverse to the constitu-
tional virtues possesses a tendency 
to mutate a nation into a repressive 
state. A repressive and an authorita-
tive state can be attained by running 
surveillance programs which may 
appear in different packages per-
fectly camouflaged as security meas-
ures, filtering communication or as 
welfare-oriented schemes. Aadhaar 
project, Facebook-Cambridge Ana-
lytica scandal and the proposed New 
Media Command Room of the Cen-
tral government are some concerns 
posing imminent threat to the effec-
tive voice of dissention.

A 12-digit unique identification 
number is assigned to a citizen af-
ter having scanned a citizen of her 
biological information including iris, 
fingerprint and photograph along 
with documentation of demographic 
details such as name, address and 

phone number. Additional biologi-
cal attributes (such as blood sample, 
voice sample, semen etc for precise 
identification) may also be collected 
as and when the UIDAI so decides. 
Not enough, the state has asked the 
citizens to link Aadhaar with bank ac-
counts, phone numbers, PANs and 
other welfare schemes lest the citizens 
are denied of the facilities and servic-
es. Aadhaar project may not be a sur-
veillance program. However, it has the 
capacity to be one. When our phones 
are tapped, the state gets the data but 
when the state knows whom we had 
coffee or dined with, whom we talked 
to, what we buy and eat, our sexual 
preference, our online behaviour, our 
political opinion, our medical and 
consulting records, our personal fi-
nancial transaction, it is not just har-
vesting information but is amounting 
to snooping.

This is corroborated by the state’s 
insistence on linking of Aadhaar with 
most basic services by each citizen. 
The role of private players on insist-
ing its prospective clients to furnish-
ing Aadhaar or other identity details 
on any purchase does bear little dif-
ference. Information in silos is insig-
nificant. Information in aggregate, on 
the other hand, is a concern. When 
our data is aggregated at the instance 
of the state, the state has a near per-
fect knowledge of our identity and 
nature (as described above) more 
than anyone else. The data may be 
manipulated to target those who falls 
from grace of the state as a result of 
divergent political thought one held, 
dissenting the policies of the govern-
ment, or advocating an ideology that 
is not in conformity with the ideals 
of a / the political party/ies in power. 
Selective persecution or extermi-
nation of the perceived opponents 
by the state to silence the people’s 
voice cannot, therefore, be ruled out 
since ready access to database would 

render precise identification a less 
daunting task.

One may be reminded of the Fa-
cebook-Cambridge Analytica scandal 
in which Facebook had admitted to 
breaching of 87 million Facebook us-
ers data which were then psychologi-
cally profiled and targeted them in 
election campaigns across the globe. 
In India too, a business firm, Ovleno 
Business Intelligence, was identified 
by the Cambridge Analytica where 
the former was alleged to have used 
the data harvested to influence Bi-
har’s 2010 general elections and Mo-
di’s halfway mark mission in 2014 
parliamentary election. Illegal data 
mining and unethical application of 
personal data by the state, political 
parties or private players will have 
widespread ramification on freedom 
of expression. The citizens will have 
reservations to freely express ones’ al-
ternative opinion on politics, society 
or culture. This will mean unfolding 
an iron curtain on healthy develop-
ment of minds.

After unsuccessful bid to constrict 
media, the Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting has devised a new 
mechanism to filter and classify the 
ideas along the ambiguous line of 
“positive” and “negative” narrations. 
In a latest move to muzzle dissenting 
tone, the Ministry has proposed to set 
up the New Media Command Room 
which will be empowered with ana-
lytical software and a team of at least 
20 professionals. The new mecha-
nism would be tasked to monitor eve-
ry Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, Linke-
dIn, Internet forums and email user. 
The purpose is to “analyse sentiment, 
identify fake news, disseminate infor-
mation on behalf of the government 
and inject news and social media 
posts with a positive slant for India”.

This new social media monitoring 
system will digitally profile social me-
dia users and ascertain the opinions 

of the users on official government 
policies and programs. Any nega-
tive narration about the state and its 
governance faces imminent axe from 
the state. Experts construed the lat-
est move as a tool to influence public 
opinion by the present dispensation 
by sifting out the negative comments 
against the government and to prop-
agate the “good” side of the govern-
ment in view of the approaching gen-
eral election in 2019.

In whatever way, state’s close ob-
servation over online / social media 
activities of the citizens is but an in-
trusion into the private sphere, which 
is not only undermining privacy but is 
designed as deterrence for those who 
dare to challenge the “wrongs” of the 
state. Mostly, surveillance programs 
run in the name of national secu-
rity are administrative measures that 
have political colours. Curtailment of 
constructive exchange of ideas under 
the pretext of national security, na-
tionalism or national cohesion may 
instead boomerang, leading to weak-
ening of state’s ability to respond to 
the incumbent challenges.

East Germany with its Ministry of 
Stasi dedicated to mass surveillance 
was never a strong state. Reports on 
attack of the World Trade Centre in 
2001 shows that the failure to pre-
vent the attack despite the slew of 
warnings suggests that what intel-
ligence agencies require is not more 
data, but better responsiveness and 
appropriate information-sharing 
within government. The Union of In-
dia must also learn from these prec-
edents where neither mass surveil-
lance nor mining of data would yield 
the desired results. On the contrary, 
resourcefulness of the subjects facili-
tating by free and fair discussion and 
exchange of views will take nation 
forward. More trust between the state 
and the subjects as opposed to data 
ought to be mined.

T
he GPRN is constrained to give this clarifi-
cation in regard to an unfortunate incident 
that took place on the 31st of May 2018 be-
tween Namsang and Shumshi village, under 

Deomali jurisdiction in Tirap district of Arunachal 
Pradesh.

Reports of masquerading elements involving for-
cible collection, ransom demand and holding cap-
tives for ransom payment were constantly relayed to 
GPRN authority.  Evidences and proof of imperson-
ating late Major John was ascertain; use of NSCN let-
ter pad and forcible collection of taxes in the name 
of NSCN were routinely reported to our base. Father 
of late Rasil Ali, the unfortunate victim personally 
came to speak to NSCN authority alleging that his 
son was abducted by the NSCN IM under the com-
mand of Maj Gen. Raman. To this soulful appeal of 
the aggrieved father, NSCN officials in the location 
assured the father that had his son been taken away 
by the NSCN he had no reason for worry.

To ascertain the various reports pouring in to the 
NSCN base, a column was dispatched to the vicin-

ity where such unlawful activities were being carried 
out and to take stock of the overall situations prevail-
ing there. Thus the column came under heavy fires 
and in the course of short but fierce gun battle that 
followed as NSCN cadres column returned fire, such 
unfortunate bloodshed had resulted. Late Rasil Ali 
was fully clad in military fatigue when his mortal re-
main was retrieved from the spot. Why an innocent 
son of a business man who was recently abducted, 
clothed in military camouflage is a matter of com-
mon understanding with logical conclusion. 

It is the more unfortunate and most uncalled for 
because that an incident such as this should happen 
when all the Naga people yearn for peace the most! It 
has to be critically examined and understand the re-
ality from both sides of the story so that unwelcomed 
consequence may be avoided in view of the perceived 
elements always trying to work up frenzy in order to 
disrupt what has dearly been achieved through vari-
ous painstaking peace initiatives by the Naga people to 
move the Peace Process forward to its ultimate destiny.

It should also be made very clear that the afore-

mentioned engagement in gunfight resulting to loss 
of precious lives was never intended: it was an ab-
solute unintentional occurrence, never motivated 
by any ill-attempt to disrespect all that the Naga civil 
bodies have ceaselessly embodied in various cov-
enants in their thrive for Journey Of Common Hope.

The unfortunate victim identified as Rasil Ali could 
have unfolded stories behind all these most unwant-
ed operation carried out by those unfortunate victims 
had late Rasil Ali been found alive to stand witness to 
all the wild and most inflammable narratives carried 
by different news channels and social media as well. 
The one name Gulap Homcha RP who is being hospi-
talized and recovering now can be another witness to 
the truth and facts about the recent incident.

Finally, NSCN could never expect presence of 
NSCN (U) in the region where the incident took place 
because the stand of the former is officially clear that 
it has no doctrine of expanding its territory; that it op-
erates in the current state of Nagaland only.

Issued by: MIP
Government of the People’s Republic of Nagalim
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Your health is 
likely to be glowing and your physical en-
ergy high, Aries. You’ll probably want to 
spend some of your time today working 

out or otherwise getting some exercise. This gets the 
endorphins going so you feel that much more moti-
vated to pursue job-related or personal projects. Re-
lations with others should be stimulating and jovial, 
although not deep or intimate. Sports or games could 
be especially appealing.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Shared ac-
tivities throughout the day could bring you 
closer to a friend or lover, Taurus. You might 
attend a sports event, lecture or workshop, 
or concert or play. You could drive into the 

country or just hang out together. Conversations about 
a number of different subjects could increase your un-
derstanding of one another and leave you with a lot of 
wonderful memories of the day. Have fun.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Your self-confi-
dence is likely to skyrocket today, Gemini. 
Good news about money could reach you 
while you’re at home, causing family mem-

bers to want to celebrate. You might be a little tired, but 
you’ll be up for it anyway, since the news gives you a 
second wind. Expect a lot of compliments from your 
household as well as others you might happen to meet.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): More than one 
social event could take place in your neigh-
borhood, Cancer, putting you in touch not 
only with neighbors but also with interest-

ing new people. These get-togethers should be jovial 
and congenial. You can expect a lot of stimulating con-
versation and physical activity like games or dancing. 
Valuable business contacts could be made today, al-
though you might not be aware of it at the time.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Today could bring 
a lot of physical activity, possibly including 
workouts, sports, and dancing, as your en-
ergy, enthusiasm, and stamina are all high, 

Leo. Life may be mentally demanding, too, but you can 
handle it. Relations with friends and colleagues should 
be warm, congenial, and full of good-natured banter. 
You could be exhausted but satisfied with everything 
you’ve done by the end of the day.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): A number of chil-
dren could cross your path today, perhaps at a 
social event. You might get caught up in their 
games and momentarily experience being a 

child again yourself. This could increase your appeal 
for love partners, Virgo, so don’t be surprised if you’re 
the recipient of admiring glances from the people 
around you. At some point, you might be the center of 
attention, perhaps telling stories. Enjoy!

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): A lot of visitors 
may come to your home today, Libra. Land 
might be discussed. At some point you’ll be 
reminded of someone from the past and ex-

perience a momentary wave of longing to see this per-
son again. This won’t last, however. You’ll be too busy 
relating to those present now. Expect to learn a lot and 
accomplish more throughout the course of the day. Go 
for the gold.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Expect to hear 
some great news from relatives or neighbors, 
perhaps involving money. You could hear 
this from more than one source, Scorpio, 

so it’s likely true. You might spend a lot of time driving 
around, mainly running errands but also seeking peo-
ple who are in the know. Someone you need to reach 
won’t be in, but don’t let that stop you. Continue and 
you’ll find what you want.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): The forth-
coming completion of a frustrating project 
could be moved closer by one intense burst of 
energy from you, Sagittarius. Self-confidence 

and determination come together to make sure you tie 
up all the loose ends and finish it all up. However, don’t 
expect to be able to relax for long. The enthusiasm gen-
erated by the success of this project will only whet your 
appetite for new ones.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Today 
you might take a trip, Capricorn, perhaps a 
long-distance vacation. This may have been 
planned in advance, but it could just as eas-

ily be spur of the moment. You’re in the position where 
you feel secure enough financially and established 
enough in your working life to cut yourself a little slack 
and make time for enjoyment. Do something new and 
different even if others think you’re crazy.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18):  Aquarius, 
some interesting insights could steer you in 
the right direction regarding a goal you’ve 
been working toward for a long time. You 

generally prefer logic to ESP, but today your intuition is 
so strong that it’s difficult to resist. You could also feel a 
burst of physical energy that spurs you on to do what-
ever needs to be done. Don’t worry about what’s ratio-
nal. Follow your heart.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Expect to spend a 
lot of time in the company of others, perhaps 
running from one social event to another. 
At least one could end up being helpful to 

your professional life. A lot of stimulating conversa-
tion could take place today, Pisces, perhaps giving you 
clues to opportunities or trends that you want to follow. 
Relations with others should be jovial, congenial, and 
supportive.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

F
or long, parents have been 
saving for the primary and 
secondary education of  
their children, as well as 

any higher studies. The past 10-
15 years have seen a change with 
more students willing to take on 
the responsibility to fund their edu-
cation, and this is where student 
loans play an important role.

Walnut App CEO and Co-
Founder Patanjali Somayaji lists 
five essentials to keep in mind 
when taking a student/education 
loan.

* Be clear on the reason for 
taking a student loan

Spend some time to think about 
your goals and employment pros-
pects and how your chosen course 
or degree can help you attain those 
goals. Check your eligibility cri-
teria and compare course fees, fa-
cilities and benefits across colleges 
and universities. Confirm your 

financial situation and how 
much liability you are will-
ing to take on.

* Potential job 
opportunities

Are you availing a student 
loan right after graduation 
or have you worked for a few 
years and are now looking to 
better your job prospects with 
a higher degree? Study the 
job opportunities available in 
the market as well as your po-
tential earning capacity once 
you complete this course. 
That is an important indica-
tor of  your capacity to repay 
the student loan later.

* Check and compare 
loan terms, interest 
rates and processing 
fees

After deciding on the course, 
facilities and future pros-

pects, check loan terms 
of  several banks and 
NBFCs before selecting 
one. Compare the rate of  
interest, repayment terms, 
processing fees, prepay-
ment charges and so on. 
Check if  any guarantor or 
collateral is needed. Un-
derstand the scope of  cov-
erage (tuition fees, study 
material/equipment, ac-
commodation etc.) under 
the loan and what you 
will have to bear from 
your pocket.

* Understand and use 
the tax benefits of a 
student loan

A deduction is allowed 
under Section 80E of  the 
Income Tax Act, 1961, 
for student loans, and this 
is applicable only on the 
interest you pay - not the 

principal amount. This deduction 
is available only for loans taken 
from registered banks and NBFCs; 
so it is important to check that 
before finalising one. There is no 
limit to the amount of  interest you 
can claim as a deduction, and this 
deduction is available to you for up 
to eight years or till payment of  in-
terest in full, whichever is earlier.

* Ensure a backup plan

It is possible your current/future 
employer or even the industry itself  
could face some problems and you 
could suddenly be out of  your cur-
rent job or struggle to get another 
one - your education loan still has 
to be repaid irrespective of  that.

Keep a control on your spends 
and save money regularly. Build 
an emergency fund for at least 6-8 
months of  expenses so you don’t 
default on your instalments, which 
will impact your credit score.

Source: IANS

I
ndia is projected to regain its po-
sition as the world’s fastest grow-
ing major economy advancing 
7.3 per cent this fiscal year and 

7.5 per cent in the next two “as factors 
holding back growth in India fade”, 
according to the World Bank forecasts.

The growth projections reflect 
“robust private consumption and 
strengthening investment,” the bank’s 
Global Economics Prospects report 
released on Tuesday said.

“India’s GDP growth bottomed 
out in the middle of 2017 after slow-
ing for five consecutive quarters, and 
has since improved significantly, with 
momentum carrying over into 2018 
on the back of a recovery in invest-
ment,” the report said.

India has overcome the temporary 
disruptions caused by the implemen-
tation of the Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) by mid-2017, and manufactur-
ing output and industrial production 
have continued to firm, it added.

Per capita growth rates “are 
strong” and are expected to help bring 
down poverty in coming years, it said.

The World Bank forecasts are 
slightly lower than two other projec-
tions by international bodies pub-
lished in April and May.

In May the UN projected a growth 
rate of 7.5 per cent for 2018 and 7.6 per 
cent for 2019, while in April the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund forecast 7.4 per 
cent for 2018 and 7.8 per cent for 2019.

The bank said that in India there 
has been a further deterioration in 
trade and current account balances 
because of accelerating import grown 
amid strengthening domestic demand 
and higher energy prices. The global 
economic picture painted by the bank 
is not as rosy as it is for India.

“After reaching 3.1 per cent in 
both 2017 and 2018, global growth 
is expected to moderate over the next 
two years as global slack dissipates, 
major central banks gradually remove 
policy accommodation, and the recov-
ery in commodity exporters matures,” 
the report said.

It expected the global growth rate 
to go down to three per cent in 2019 
and 2.9 in 2020.

(Arul Louis can be reached at  
arul.l@ians.in)

C
harles Dickens’ famous line 
“It was the best of times, it 
was the worst of times” in 
his novel “A Tale of Two 

Cities” aptly describes the recent pri-
vatisation scenario in India.

While the bid from Macquarie to 
acquire a bundle of nine highways 
from the National Highways Author-
ity of India (NHAI) exceeded NHAI’s 
expectations by 50 percent, the Air 
India privatisation effort, in sharp 
contrast, failed to attract even a single 
bidder. Both experiences, with varying 
degrees of complexity, teach us valu-
able lessons.

Investors with capital to allocate 
are looking at assets in India -- one of  
the fastest-growing economies in the 
world -- with an eye on the growth in 
the coming decades. It is important 
to realise that investors, in general, 
are primarily looking for assets with 
similar qualities to what the bundle 
of highways offered, namely (1) Cash-
flow profile clarity (2) Positive cash-
flow asset (3) Consumption growth 
story to back the asset (4) Total man-
agement control.

It is essential first to understand 
the nature of investors who would be 
interested in a privatisation or asset 
monetisation in India. There are pri-

marily four types of investors that we 
must look at (1) Indian corporations 
(2) Foreign institutional investors such 
as pension, sovereign and insurance 
funds (3) Private equity firms (4) Trade 
buyers.

Of these, the Indian corporates 
will have quite a few significant play-
ers with strategic interests in the priva-
tisation, but by and large, given their 
stressed balance sheets, their involve-
ment will be limited. If  anything, cash-
flow clarity will be an absolute essen-
tial for them to invest in privatisation.

Large pension, sovereign and in-
surance funds that have started to in-
vest in Indian assets especially over the 
last few years would be interested in 
the asset monetisation process. Such 
funds look for infrastructure assets 
with positive cash-flow profiles. Be-
cause, in general, they have long-dated 
liabilities, they focus on assets that can 
utilise long-dated debt financing to 
yield stable positive cash-flows. Clarity 
around cash-flow profiles and positive 
cash-flow assets will generally be the 
investments such funds find attractive.

The third type of investor is the pri-
vate equity funds operating in India. A 
recent report by Institutional Investor 
puts the total un-invested capital, or 
“dry powder”, held by such funds at 
above $1 trillion. Money is, thus, not 
the issue. For them, privatisation can 

be an attractive proposition if  they 
find assets where they can add value 
beyond just providing capital and have 
control of the business.

Trade buyers are the fourth type, 
looking at acquisitions that can help 
their companies expand into new 
markets. Indian assets are an attractive 
proposition for such buyers also, with 
the same caveats of attractive cash-
flow profile and complete manage-
ment control.

In an Indian privatisation context, 
assets that will be attractive to poten-
tial bidders, at least initially, will have 
to meet the conditions mentioned ear-
lier. The NHAI highway bundle met 
the requirements, and the Air India 
privatisation wasn’t quite there.

For privatisation to pick up mo-
mentum, it is essential to start with 
“less complex” assets. When investors 
see a consistent flow of privatisations 
and the Indian public sees a transpar-
ent process delivering value, the more 
complex privatisations are a little 
easier to execute. Also, there might be 
the case that certain loss-making com-
panies which the government does 
not consider to be of vital importance 
might need strategic divestment. For 
such companies, there is merit in look-
ing at selling attractive assets to gener-
ate capital with which to create new 
infrastructure.

Three facts must be borne in 
mind as India moves ahead with di-
vestments. Firstly, they are crucial to 
finance the infrastructure gap -- pre-
dicted to be $526 billion by 2040 (ac-
cording to the Economic Survey 2017-
2018). Asset monetisation through 
privatisation will play a substantial 
role in financing the deficit.

Secondly, it is important that crit-
ics of privatisation are engaged with, 
to allay their fears around public assets 
being sold off cheap. The government 
must find the right balance between 
creating an efficient privatisation 
mechanism that is attractive to private 
investors and removing public appre-
hension revolving around privatisa-
tion. A transparent process will go a 
long way in winning over critics.

Thirdly, we must realise that In-
dia’s need to finance the infrastruc-
ture gap is no more than the need for 
global investors to invest in attractive 
opportunities. Such a situation is one 
that makes a market in economics. An 
efficient and well-structured privatisa-
tion process will help find the clearing 
price much more efficiently.

(Taponeel Mukherjee heads 
Development Tracks, an infrastructure 

advisory firm. Views expressed are 
personal. He can be contacted at 

taponeel.mukherjee@development-
tracks.com or @Taponeel on Twitter)

T
he impacts of global plastic use have reached an 
alarming level. Based on the latest data, 9 billion 
tonnes of plastics have been produced since the 
1950s, creating 7 billion tonnes of waste. Plastic 

waste not only damages the environment and threaten ani-
mal life but also harms human populations.

One of the most dangerous elements of plastic waste 
is tiny pieces of debris known as microplastics. These are 
damaging the environment, mostly the ocean, and in much 
greater amounts than originally thought. A recent study 
shows the number of microplastics has reached up to 51 
trillion particles, or 236,000 metric tonnes, globally. These 
tiny particles can end up in people’s stomachs via drinking 
water or eating seafood, which could present health risks.

Various attempts to minimise plastic use have been 
introduced. One involves developing plastic materials, 
known as biodegradable plastics or bioplastics, that de-
compose naturally in the environment.

My research aims to show how seaweed can be the best 
material for use in bioplastics. This article argues that In-
donesia can play a key role in developing seaweed-based 
plastics.
Policies against plastic
A number of countries have recently introduced policies to 
encourage the use of degradable plastics and recycling to 
minimise plastic use.

The UK will ban all sales of single-use plastic, includ-

ing plastic straws and cotton swabs, next year.
Cities in the US have declared war on plastic straws. 

Seattle has launched a campaign dubbed “Strawless in 
Seattle”, while New York is considering a ban on plastic 
straws.

In 2017, Kenya introduced the toughest plastic bag ban 
with a penalty of four years in jail or a $40,000 fine.

Finding solutions
However, it is impossible to stop plastic use.

So far, plastic is the most convenient and versatile ma-
terial for various purposes and brings huge benefits to our 
lives. People’s continued dependency on plastic has en-
couraged the rise in the production of plastic now and in 
the future.

The plastic industry is huge and is expected to continue 
expanding. In 2014, the plastic packaging industry was val-
ued at US$270 billion and this is projected to increase to 
$375 billion by 2030.

One way to control plastic use is through recycling. 
However, things are not as easy as expected. Plastic prod-
ucts come in a hundred or more varieties. These variations 
are so huge that it is difficult to sort them out for the recy-
cling process.

Therefore, only about 9% of plastic waste is recycled. 
Around 12% is incinerated. The rest ends up mostly in 
landfills or the ocean.

Bioplastics offer an alternative. The bioplastics are 
commonly made from plants or bacteria and are more en-
vironmentally friendly as well as sustainable.

Strong demand for bioplastics
The global bioplastic production capacity will increase to 
6.1 million tonnes in 2021 from 4.2 million tonnes in 2016 
due to people’s increasing awareness of eco-friendly prod-
ucts.

People have started using bioplastics in their daily lives, 
with uses ranging from shopping bags and disposable 
housewares to electronics.

Big brands such as Coca-Cola, Heinz, Unilever, Nestle, 
Danone and Nike have started using bioplastics for their 
packaging.

Why seaweed for bioplastics?
The materials commonly used to produce bioplastics are 
corn, sugarcane, vegetable oil and starch. However, using 
these ingredients for plastics has raised some concerns.

First, the production of bioplastics requires a huge in-
vestment in the land, fertilisers and chemicals. Second, the 
use of these plants for plastics will trigger a competition 
between plants for food versus plants for plastics, which 
will lead to food price hikes and food crisis.

Seaweed is so far the best candidate for bioplastics as 
it manages to answer both of  the challenges above. First, 
it is cheap. Unlike other terrestrial plants, seaweed can 
grow without fertilisers. It does not take up huge space on 
land as it grows offshore. By using seaweed for bioplastics, 
the production of  agricultural commodities for food will 
remain intact, so no food price hikes nor food crisis will 
occur.

Indonesia’s key role
Indonesia is the largest archipelago in the world and two-
thirds of its territory is water. Indonesia is one of the 
world’s largest seaweed producers, accounting for more 
than a third of global seaweed production. Indonesia’s 
seaweed exports were valued at around US$200 million in 
2014, with production reportedly increasing at about 30% 
per year.

Indonesia is also the world’s largest producer of red 
seaweed, whose carbohydrate element is the key ingredi-
ent for bioplastics.

A recent report suggests that Indonesia is a highly suit-
able place for red seaweed farming due to its climate, nutri-
ents and geographical conditions.

Indonesia is also one step ahead of other countries in 
developing seaweed-based plastics. Indonesian start-up In-
donesia Evoware has invented cups and food containers 
made from farmed seaweeds and sold them commercially.

The invention shows seaweed’s huge potential as an al-
ternative material for bioplastics. More research is needed 
to ensure that seaweed-based plastics can be applied to other 
plastic products. In the future, we hope that seaweed-based 
plastics will be comparable with conventional plastics.

With its potential, Indonesia should play a key role in 
developing ecofriendly-plastics from seaweed to avert a 
global plastic crisis. When water bottles or shopping bags 
from seaweed-based plastics become waste, we will have 
nothing to worry about as the waste will just go back to 
where it came from.

Planning a Student Loan? Five Essentials to Keep in Mind 

Indian Economy to Advance 
7.3% in 2018-19, Fastest 

Growing — World Bank

A Tale of Two Privatisations 

Seaweed, Indonesia’s Answer to the Global Plastic Crisis
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Karnataka Governor Vajubhai Vala, Chief Minister H D Kumaraswamy and Deputy Chief Minister G 
Parameshwara with the newly inducted ministers during the first expansion of the JD(S) and Congress 
coalition government, at Raj Bhavan in Bengaluru on Wednesday.

PTI

Ram Nath Kovind (File photo)
PTI

Rahul Gandhi consoles the family members of a farmer, killed in the 
police firing in 2017 farmers’ agitation, at Kisan Samriddhi Sankalp rally, 
in Mandsaur, Madhya Pradesh on Wednesday.

PTI

Karnataka coalition government 
expanded with 25 cabinet ministers 

Patanjali to review decision over food 
park project after assurances from UP CM

President approves ordinance to 
treat home buyers as creditors 

Will waive farm loans in 10 days 
if voted to power in MP — Rahul 

All NRI marriages to 
be registered within 48 
hours — Maneka Gandhi

Govt. decided to reduce NCERT syllabus as 
students are overburdened — HRD minister

Bengaluru, June 6 (IANS): 
The JD-S-Congress coali-
tion government in Karna 
taka was expanded on 
Wednesday, with the in-
duction of 25 legislators 
as cabinet ministers in-
cluding 23 from the alli-
ance partners and one BSP 
MLA and an Independent.

Of the 23 from the alli-
ance, 14 are from Congress 
and 9 from Janata Dal-
Secular (JD-S).

Governor Vajubhai R. 
Vala administered the oath 
of office and secrecy to the 
ministers at Raj Bhavan.

Yesteryears Kannada 
cine actress and legislative 
council member Jayamala 
of the Congress is the lone 
woman minister in the 
27-member ministry.

N. Mahesh of the Ba-
hujan Samaj Party (BSP) 
was also sworn in. The 
BSP is a pre-poll ally of the 
JD-S. With him, BSP has a 
minister for the first time 
in south India and out-
side its home state Uttar 
Pradesh.

I n d e p e n d e n t  R . 
Shankar, who supported 

Lucknow/New Delhi Jun 6 
(PTI): Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath 
has directed officials to 
expedite the process for 
Baba Ramdev’s Patanjali 
Ayurved to set up its Rs 
6,000-crore food park, 
prompting the company 
to say it is reviewing the 
decision to pull out of the 
project.

Yesterday, Patanjali 
had stated that it was pull-
ing out of the mega food 
processing project along 
the Yamuna Expressway in 
Uttar Pradesh, citing non-
cooperation from the state 
government and delay in 
clearances for transfer of 
land.

Over the development, 
UP Infrastructure and In-
dustrial Development 
Minister Satish Mahana 
said: “We will not let Pa-
tanjali go from the state. 
Our CM has talked to Pa-
tanjali. The formalities will 
be completed soon.” 

He said the state gov-
ernment was talking about 
incentives as well, and 
there were some technical 
issues involved.

We are bringing a pro-
posal in this regard to the 
Cabinet,” the minister 
added.

Meanwhile, Patanjali 
has said that it is review-
ing its decision to pull out 
of the mega food project 
following the assurance by 

New Delhi, June 6 (IANS): 
Giving significant relief 
to home buyers, Presi-
dent Ram Nath Kovind on 
Wednesday gave assent 
to the ordinance amend-
ing the Insolvency and 
Bankruptcy Code (IBC) to 
recognise their status as 
financial creditors.

Being treated as finan-
cial creditors would bring 
home buyers at par with 
banks and other institu-
tional creditors as they 
would now have a share 
in the proceeds earned by 
sale of assets of bankrupt 
real estate companies.

“The President today 
(Wednesday) gave assent 
to promulgate the Insol-
vency and Bankruptcy 
Code (Amendment) Or-
dinance, 2018,” an official 
statement said.

The government said 
the ordinance would give 
home buyers due repre-
sentation in the Commit-
tee of Creditors and make 
them an integral part of 
the decision making proc-
ess.

The Union Cabinet 
last month approved the 
ordinance and Finance 
Minister Piyush Goyal had 
said the decision will bring 
relief to lakhs of home 
buyers in the country.

“Good news for home 
buyers: Now in situation of 
real estate companies go-
ing bankrupt, home buy-
ers will have a share along 
with banks in the auction 
of assets of such compa-
nies,” he had tweeted.

The Finance Ministry 
said the ordinance would 
also benefit Micro, Small 

M a n d s a u r  ( M a d h y a 
Pradesh), June 6 (IANS): Con-
gress President Rahul Gandhi 
on Wednesday kicked-off 
the party’s poll campaign in 
Madhya Pradesh, accusing 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi of betraying the farm-
ers and promising to waive 
farm loans in 10 days if voted 
to power.

Rahul Gandhi also 
promised that the families 
of the farmers who were 
killed in Mandsaur will 
get justice in 10 days if his 
party was voted to power. 

While addressing a 
rally, Rahul Gandhi ques-
tioned the delay in filing 
of a probe report into the 
death of seven farmers in 

police firing a year ago, al-
leging that the BJP govern-
ment had failed to provide 
security to farmers and 
address their concerns.

“I assure you, when the 
Congress forms govern-
ment in Madhya Pradesh, 
farmers’ loans will be writ-
ten off within 10 days. The 
families of the farmers 
(killed in Mandsaur last 
year) will get justice in 10 
days and we will take ac-
tion against those respon-
sible for the firing,” the 
Congress President said.

Rahul Gandhi lashed 
out at the state and the 
Centre for ignoring the farm 
distress across the country.

“The governments are 

New Delhi, Jun 6 (PTI): Union minister 
Prakash Javadekar today said the gov-
ernment decided to half the NCERT 
syllabus as students did not find time 
for other activities as they were over-
burdened.

The decision to half the syllabus was 
announced by the Union HRD Minister 
last week.

“There is a huge load of books and 
information, and students have no time. 
There is no time for physical education, 
value education and life skills.

“So, we decided to half the portion 
(syllabus). There is no need to teach 
them everything. Students should learn 
principles and rest of the knowledge 
they can gain later,” Javadekar said.

The HRD Ministry has received 
37,000 suggestions from parents, teach-
ers and educationists regarding the 
government’s decision to lessen the 
burden of books, he said at an event 
marking the 10th foundation day of the 
Foundation for Restoration of National 
Values (FRNV) here.

While making the announcement 
on June 2, Javadekar had said the 
NCERT syllabus was so “cramped” that 
the government had decided to reduce 

it by half. 
The minister said values cannot be 

inculcated among children unless they 
are provided to them at home and also 
suggested training for parents in this 
regard.

He lauded FRNV’s initiative to inte-
grate value education in the school sys-
tem in India and assured that the HRD 
Ministry will work with it as a “partner”.

FRNV chaired by ‘Metro Man’ E 
Sreedharan was founded in 2008.

On the occasion, Sreedharan said 
value education is not being taught at 
state-run schools and asked the govern-
ment to take steps for this.

“Value education is the primary step 
needed by the country. Emphasis on it 
in government schools is not sufficient. 
If government schools start it , other 
schools will also be encouraged to do 
so,” he said.

FRNV is a non-political, non-profit 
and non-religious organisation aimed at 
restoring national values and nurturing 
ethics and integrity in all walks of life.

A journal based on value-based 
education was also released at the event 
organised at the Delhi Metro Rail Cor-
poration’s headquarters Metro Bhawan.

NEWS IN BRIEF
Haryana bans single-use plastic 
bottles in offices
Chandigarh, June 6 (IANS): The Haryana govern-
ment on Wednesday announced that it has decided 
to ban single use plastic bottles in government offices, 
including departments, boards, corporations and 
autonomous units in the state. “Now only multi-use 
water bottles of alternative material such as glass, 
steel, aluminium etc would be allowed instead of 
plastic bottles so as to minimize the generation of 
plastic waste,” a statement government spokesman 
said here on Wednesday. The single-use plastic bottles 
are the ones in which mineral water and other food 
grade liquids are sold. However, many people have the 
habit of using these bottles repeatedly even though 
this is not advisable. The decision to impose a ban 
on single-use plastic bottles was taken at a meeting 
chaired by Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khat-
tar here on Monday. The official order was issued here 
on Wednesday by Chief Secretary D.S. Dhesi.

Youth electrocuted while listening 
to music on headphones
Chandigarh, June 6 (IANS): A youth in Haryana has 
been electrocuted while he was listening to music 
using headphones while the mobile phone was being 
charged, police said on Wednesday. Thath Singh, 22, 
a resident of Pandyo village in Yamunanagar district, 
died on Tuesday of the electric shock received through 
the headphones. Police officials said the incident took 
place when the victim put his phone on charging and 
started listening to music. At that time, there was no 
electricity supply in his house. As he was listening to 
the music, the electricity supply was restored and he 
got an electric shock. 

WCD to give specially-designed rape 
investigation kits to police, hospitals
New Delhi, Jun 6 (PTI): The Ministry of Women and 
Children Development (WCD) will be distributing 
specially-designed kits to all police stations and hos-
pitals to carry out immediate medical investigation 
into sexual assault cases, Union Minister Maneka 
Gandhi said today. The rape investigation kits are 
being procured by state governments with financial 
support under the Nirbhaya Fund, she said.  The fund, 
named after a Delhi rape victim, aims to support initi-
atives by the government and NGOs working towards 
ensuring safety of women in India. Gandhi said the kit 
comprises essential items which will aid in furnishing 
evidence such as blood and semen samples in sexual 
assault and rape cases.  These kits will also contain in-
structions on the evidence that needs to be collected 
from the crime scene, the minister said. The kit would 
be sent to the closest lab and within two months one 
would have the results, Gandhi said.

Govt. nod to INR 1,948 cr. bridge over Ganga
New Delhi, Jun 6 (PTI): The government today ap-
proved a proposal for a 10-km bridge across river 
Ganga in Allahabad to be built at a cost of Rs 1,948 
crore. The decision was taken by the Cabinet Com-
mittee on Economic Affairs (CCEA), chaired by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. “The CCEA... approved the 
project for construction of 9.9 km long new 6-lane 
bridge across the Ganga on NH 96 at Phaphamau in 
Allahabad with total capital cost of Rs 1,948.25 crore,” 
a statement from the ministry of road and highways 
said. The project, expected to be completed by De-
cember 2021, will resolve the traffic congestion on 
the existing 2-lane Phaphamau bridge, it said. It will 
also ease the rush during Kumbh, Ardh-Kumbh and 
other rituals at ‘sangam’ and will boost the pilgrimage 
tourism and local economy of Allahahad.

TN to now give women  
chickens to raise, sell
Chennai, June 6 (IANS): The Tamil Nadu government 
will provide 50 country chickens each free of cost to 
38,500 women living in places outside Chennai to 
raise for eggs and meat, Chief Minister K. Palaniswami 
said on Wednesday. Making the announcement in the 
state assembly, he said there is a growing demand for 
country chicken eggs and meat and as a result, rearing 
of such chicken in backyards has gained popularity. 
The measure come in order to encourage this trend, 
he said, adding that the outlay for the scheme is about 
Rs 25 crore. The government is already implementing 
free milch cows, goats/sheep scheme in the state. 

New Delhi, Jun 6 (PTI): 
All NRI marriages solem-
nised in India would have 
to be registered within 48 
hours, Union Minister of 
Women and Child Devel-
opment Maneka Gandhi 
said today.

As of now, there is no 
time frame to register 
marriages in India. How-
ever, a Law Commission 
report has recommended 
that the time limit to reg-
ister marriages should 
be restricted to 30 days 
after which a penalty of 
Rs 5 per day could be 
imposed.

“NRI marriages have 
to be registered within 48 
hours, else the passport 
and visas would not be 
issued,” Gandhi said, add-
ing that the WCD Ministry 
is in the process of issuing 
orders to the registrars 
that details of such mar-
riages should be provided 
to it so that a central data-
base can be maintained.

The ministr y  had 
earlier constituted an In-
tegrated Nodal Agency 
(INA) with representatives 

from the ministries of Ex-
ternal Affairs, Home Af-
fairs and Law and Justice 
to look into matrimonial 
disputes involving Non-
resident Indians (NRI). 

According to the rec-
ommendation of the Na-
tional Commission for 
Women (NCW) and the 
decisions taken in the 
INA, look-out circulars 
are issued as per criteria 
defined by the MHA, for 
keeping a watch on ar-
rival or departure of NRI 
husbands and preventing 
them from leaving India, 
Gandhi said.

She said that a change 
in the statute by the Law 
Ministry allowing authori-
ties to hold the properties 
of NRI offenders in es-
crow in case they abscond 
abandoning their spouse 
is awaited before the da-
tabases can be finalised. 

Escrow is a legal con-
cept in which a financial 
instrument or an asset is 
held by a third party on 
behalf of two other parties 
that are in the process of 
completing a transaction.

the alliance, was also in-
ducted as cabinet minis-
ter. Leaving the Congress 
for denying a ticket to 
contest in the May 12 as-
sembly election, Shankar 
defeated former Congress 
legislator K.B. Koliwad 
from Ranebennur in Ha-
veri district.

Besides Chief Minister 
H.D. Kumaraswamy of the 
JD-S and Deputy Chief 

Minister G. Parameshwara 
of the Congress, senior 
leaders and several legis-
lators of both the alliance 
partners and senior of-
ficials were present at the 
hour-long ceremony.

The 14 ministers of the 
Congress and nine of the 
JD-S took oath in Kannada 
and in the name of either 
god, Allah, 14th century 
Kannadiga social reformer 

Basavanna and parents.
The Congress min-

isters were R.V. Desh-
pande, D.K. Shivakumar, 
K.J. George, Krishna Byre 
Gowda, Shiva Shankar 
Reddy, Ramesh Jarkiho-
li, Priyank Kharge, U.T. 
Abdul Khader, Zameer 
Ahmed Khan, Shivanand 
Patil, Venkat Ramanap-
pa, Rajasekhar Basavaraj 
Patil, Puttaranga Shetty 

and Jayamala.
The JD-S ministers are 

H.D. Revanna, Bandeppa 
Kashempur, G.T. Deve 
Gowda, D.C. Thammanna, 
M.C. Managuli, S.R. Srini-
vas, Venkatrao Nadegou-
da, C.S. Puttaraju and S.R. 
Mahesh.

The state can have a 
34-member cabinet, or 15 
per cent of the 225-mem-
ber legislative assembly, 
including one nominat-
ed, as per Constitutional 
norms.

The coalition partners 
agreed to share the posts 
in the ratio of 21 for the 
Congress, including the 
post of Deputy Chief Min-
ister and 11 for JD-S, in-
cluding chief minister.

Of the seven vacancies 
left, five are for the Con-
gress and two for the JD-S.

“Kumaraswamy will 
allocate the portfolios to 
all the ministers in con-
sultation with the leaders 
of the respective parties. 
The list will be sent to the 
Governor for notifying the 
posts,” a senior official told 
IANS here.

The cabinet expansion 
took place 14 days after 
Kumaraswamy and Para-
meshwara were sworn-in 
on May 23, and 12 days 
after the Chief Minister 
won the floor test on May 
25 by voice vote, as the 
opposition BJP staged a 
walkout in protest against 
their “unholy alliance”.

Revanna is the second 
son of JD-S supremo H.D. 
Deve Gowda and elder 
brother of Kumaraswamy. 
He represents Holenar-
sipur assembly segment 
from Hassan district.

Priyank is the son of 
Congress leader in the Lok 
Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge 
from Chittapur in Kalabur-
gi district.

Deshpande, George, 
Shivakumar, Byre Gowda, 
Kharge and Khadar were 
ministers in the previous 
Siddaramaiah-led Con-
gress government, while 
Revanna, Kashempur and 
G.T. Deve Gowda were 
ministers in the previous 
JD-S-Congress and JD-S-
BJP coalition governments 
from 2004-06 and 2006-07.

the UP CM.
“We are reviewing our 

decision in the light of 
assurances given by Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath. 
We do trust the assurances 
given by him,” said Pa-
tanjali Spokesperson S K 
Tijarawala.

Earlier in the day, a 
senior state government 
official clarified that the 
project has not been can-
celled and CM Adityanath 
spoke to Patanjali Ayurved 
MD Acharya Balkrishna 
over the matter.

“The chief minister has 
talked to Acharya Balkrish-
na and heard his grievanc-
es. There is no cancellation 
yet. They have been allot-
ted land and the project 
is to be commenced. The 
CM has directed to expe-
dite the process and also 
directed officers for the 
same,” Principal Secretary 
(Information) Awanish 

Awasthi told PTI.
The Haridwar-based 

company had proposed 
to invest up to Rs 6,000 
crore to set up a plant over 
425 acres of land along 
the Yamuna Expressway 
through its step-down 
firm Patanjali Food and 
Herbal Park.

Yesterday, Union Food 
Processing Secretary J P 
Meena had also stated that 
the project has not been 
cancelled yet.

Earlier, Patanjali had 
said that its mega food 
park along the Yamuna Ex-
pressway would produce 
goods worth Rs 25,000 
crore annually while run-
ning on full capacity. It is 
envisaged to create 10,000 
direct jobs. 

Patanjali is presently 
investing in various mega 
food park projects, includ-
ing in Nagpur (Maharash-
tra) and Tezpur (Assam).

and Medium Sector En-
terprises (MSME) by em-
powering the government 
to provide them with a 
special dispensation un-
der the Code.

“The immediate bene-
fit it provides is that it does 
not disqualify the promot-
er to bid for his enterprise 
undergoing Corporate In-
solvency Resolution Proc-
ess (CIRP) provided he is 
not a willful defaulter and 
does not attract other dis-
qualifications not related 
to default,” the Finance 
Ministry statement said.

“It also empowers the 
Central government to al-
low further exemptions or 
modifications with respect 
to the MSME sector, if re-
quired, in public interest,” 
it added.

Under the new ordi-
nance, with a view to en-
courage resolution as op-
posed to liquidation, the 
voting threshold has been 
brought down to 66 per 
cent from 75 per cent for 
all major decisions.

“Further, in order to 
facilitate the corporate 
debtor to continue as a 
going concern during the 

CIRP, the voting threshold 
for routine decisions has 
been reduced to 51 per 
cent,” the Ministry said.

The ordinance also 
provides for a mechanism 
to allow participation of 
security holders, depos-
it holders and all other 
classes of financial credi-
tors that exceed a certain 
number, in meetings of 
the Committee of Credi-
tors, through the author-
ized representation. 

The existing IBC has 
also been fine-tuned to 
exempt pure play finan-
cial entities from being 
disqualified on account 
of non-performing assets 
(NPA), the statement said.

“Similarly, a resolution 
application holding an 
NPA by virtue of acquir-
ing it in the past under 
the IBC, 2016, has been 
provided with a three-year 
cooling-off period from 
the date of such acquisi-
tion. 

“In other words, such 
NPA shall not disqualify 
the resolution application 
during the currency of the 
three-year grace period,” 
it added.

of no use if they cannot 
provide security to farm-
ers and their families. A 
total of 1,200 farmers com-
mitted suicide in Madhya 
Pradesh. Did any rich per-
son or their family member 
commit suicide who have 
lakhs of crores as debt,” he 
said, addressing the Kisan 
Samriddhi Sankalp Rally.

“Our priority will be 
to provide security to the 
farmers and their families,” 
he added. 

“The Prime Minister 
and Chief Minister (Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan) talk about 
the farmers but when they 
demand the right price for 
their produce and ask for 
waiving off their loans, they 
do not listen. 

“My priority is the people 
of this country, then it is the 
Congress karyakartas and 
third is the Congress leaders.

“My dream is that when 
we come here after 5-7 years 
and look at our phones, 
we find ‘Made in Mand-
saur’ written on it. Naren-
dra Modi and Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan won’t be able to 
do this work. Kamal Nath 
and Scindia (Jyotiraditya 
Scindia) can do this,” the 
Congress President said.

Baba Ramdev (File photo)
PTI



9WORLD
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Thursday, June 7, 2018

AP/PTI

 A volunteer firefighter rescues a dog from the disaster zone near the Volcan de Fuego, or “Volcano of Fire,” 
in Escuintla, Guatemala, Tuesday, June 5, 2018. 

Cairo, June 6 (IANS): Egyptian Prime 
Minister Sherif Ismail has submitted his 
government’s resignation to President 
Abdel-Fattah al-Sisi, the Egyptian presi-
dential spokesman has said.

“The President assigned the govern-
ment to act as caretaker and continue 
performing its duties until a new govern-
ment is formed,” presidential spokesman 
Bassam Rady said in a statement on Tues-
day, Xinhua news agency reported.

The cabinet resignation came a few 
days after Sisi was sworn in at the parlia-
ment for a second four-year presidential 
term.

The Egyptian cabinet resignation is 
a traditional move in Egypt following a 
president’s swearing-in.

Lawmaker Sayyid Abdel-Aal, head 
of leftist Tagammu Party, said that the 
president will name a prime minister 
and present it to the parliament or name 
a prime minister after consultation with 
the majority of the parliament.

“After naming the prime minister, the 

latter will name the cabinet ministers 
expect for sovereign ministries, whose 
ministers are determined in consultation 
with the president,” the lawmaker told 
Xinhua following the cabinet resignation.

The Egyptian government continues 
a strict, austerity-based three-year eco-
nomic reform program which started 
in late 2016, including local currency 
liberalization followed by fuel and energy 
subsidy cuts and tax hikes to contain a 
budget deficit, promote local production 
and boost foreign investment.

Abdel-Aal didn’t expect major chang-
es in economic ministries.

“The new government will have to 
be committed to the economic policies 
already approved by the parliament and 
reflected in the new general budget,” said 
the parliamentarian. 

Egypt’s most recent cabinet reshuffle 
took place in January. It was partial and 
it included the four ministers of culture, 
tourism, local development and public 
enterprise.

Guatemala City, June 6 
(IANS): At least 192 people 
have been reported miss-
ing after the eruption of 
the highly active Fuego 
volcano in Guatemala and 
the death toll has reached 
75, said authorities.

The volcano erupted 
again on Tuesday forc-
ing thousands of rescuers 
to abruptly suspend the 
search for victims, Xinhua 
news agency reported on 
Wednesday.

Sergio Cabanas, Ex-
ecutive Secretary of the 
National Coordination 
for Disaster Reduction of 
Guatemala (CONRED), 
said the number of injuries 
remains at 46, while 1.7 
million people have been 
affected. At least 3,271 
people have been dis-
placed and 2,625 relocated 
to temporary shelters. 

The eruption has de-
stroyed a bridge and af-
fected two electricity grids 
and La Aurora Interna-

tional Airport in Guate-
mala City, which resumed 
operations on Monday.

Fuego volcano erupted 

around noon on Sunday 
and lava began flowing 
down in the afternoon. Ac-
cording to CONRED, the 

eruption is “the strongest 
one recorded in recent 
years”.

A state of disaster has 
been declared for the 
southern departments of 
Escuintla, Sacatepequez 
and Chimaltenango, 
which suffered the most 
in the disaster.

“The conditions are 
critical in the areas near 
Fuego volcano,” said 
Eddy Sanchez, Director 
of the National Institute 
of Seismology, Volcanol-
ogy, Meteorology and 
Hydrology.

According to Sanchez, 
Sunday’s eruption is the 
most violent explosion of 
Fuego volcano since 1974. 
At its fiercest, the volcano 
could spray ash all the way 
to Guatemala’s southern 
neighbours El Salvador 
and Honduras.

Geneva, June 6 (IANS): 
The UN High Commis-
sioner for Refugees and 
the UN Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP) signed 
on Wednesday an agree-
ment with Myanmar to 
ensure the safe repatria-
tion of Rohingya refugees 
from Bangladesh.

The UNHCR said in a 
statement that the MoU, 
signed in Naypyidaw, the 
capital of Myanmar, will 
create conditions favour-
able to the “voluntary, safe, 
dignified and sustainable 
repatriation of Rohingya 
refugees to their places of 
origin or their choosing”, 
Efe news agency reported.

Last week, the UN 
agency had said in a state-
ment that the agreement 
would be the first nec-
essary step to support 
Myanmar’s efforts to ad-
dress the safety situation 
to enable the return of the 

Rohingyas and support 
development projects in 
the state of Rakhine, home 
to a majority of more than 
the 800,000 Rohingyas 
who fled an offensive by 
Myanmar Army last year.

A c c o rd i n g  t o  t h e 
agreement, the UNHCR 
and UNDP would be giv-
en access to Rakhine to 
assess the situation and 
“carry out protection ac-
tivities.”

The agreement also 
affirms Myanmar’s com-
mitment to work with UN-
HCR and UNDP to find a 
solution to the Rohingya 
crisis, including establish-
ing a clear and voluntary 
pathway to citizenship 
and ensuring freedom of 
movement for all people 
in the state, based on the 
recommendations of the 
Advisory Commission on 
Rakhine State.

The Rohingya crisis 

had erupted on August 25 
last year when the Myan-
mar Army launched an 
offensive in the Rakhine 
region following a series 
of attacks on government 
posts by Rohingya rebels.

T h e  Ro h i n g y a s,  a 
mostly Muslim minority 
community that has been 
living in northern Myan-
mar, are not recognized as 
citizens by Myanmar and 
are therefore considered 
stateless.

Human rights organi-
sations have repeatedly 
said there were clear evi-
dences of abuses, includ-
ing rape, loot and torching 
of villages, against Rohing-
yas as part of the offensive 
in Rakhine.

The UN High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights 
had described the offen-
sive as “ethnic cleansing” 
and said there were indi-
cations of a “genocide”.

Berlin, June 6 (PTI/AFP): 
German Chancellor An-
gela Merkel said today she 
expected “contentious 
discussions” at a G7 sum-
mit this week, given differ-
ences with US President 
Donald Trump on trade, 
climate and security.

Speaking two days be-
fore the Canada meeting 
of the club of major in-
dustrialised democracies, 
Merkel also said the lead-
ers may not necessarily 
manage to agree on a final 
joint statement.

“I  think ever yone 
knows there will be dif-
ficult discussions there, 
because G7 summits deal 
with the global economy, 
trade, climate protection, 
development- and foreign 
policy,” she told German 
parliament.

Trump’s decisions to 
quit the Paris climate and 
Iran nuclear deals and im-
pose sweeping steel and 
aluminium tariffs showed 
that “we have a serious 
problem with multilateral 

agreements, and that’s 
why there will be conten-
tious discussions”, she 
said.

Given the stark dif-
ferences between the US 
and many of its partners, 
she argued that the meet-
ing should not insist on 
hammering out a joint 
communique that would 
spell a “watering down” 
of previous joint commit-
ments.

Merkel vowed to enter 
the talks “in good faith” 
but stressed that there 
must be “no compromise 
for its own sake” and that 
a final statement by the 
host Canada, rather than 
a joint communique, 
“may be the more honest 
way”.

Speaking in a new 
parliamentary question 
time format, the veteran 
European leader also re-
iterated that, amid the 
simmering trans-Atlantic 
tensions, Europe will in-
creasingly have to find its 
own way in the world.

Vinenna, June 6 (IANS): 
R u s s i a n  P r e s i d e n t 
Vladimir Putin has said 
Western sanctions against 
Russia are “harmful for 
everyone” and it is in 
everyone’s interests to lift 
them.

Speaking in Austria, he 
said Russia had restored 
stable growth, despite 
the EU and US sanctions 
first imposed in 2014 after 
Russia annexed Ukraine’s 
Crimea, BBC reported on 
Tuesday.

Austrian Chancellor 
Sebastian Kurz said his 
country wanted to act as 
a bridge between Moscow 
and the West.

But he said he would 
not break ranks within the 
EU on the sanctions issue.

It was Putin’s first trip 
to Western Europe in al-
most a year. Ahead of his 
visit, the Russian leader 
said Moscow was not try-
ing to split the 28-member 
EU.

A number of European 
liberals have expressed 
concern over close links 
between the pro-Putin 
United Russia party with 
far-right parties in the EU.

The two populist par-
ties now ruling Italy favour 
closer ties with Moscow 
and are both Eurosceptic.

Italy’s new govern-
ment has openly called 
for a review of EU sanc-
tions, starting with those 
that “threaten civil society 
in Russia”.

Referring to the West-
ern sanctions, he said: 
“These actions are harm-
ful for everyone, both for 
those who initiate them 
and for those against 
whom they are directed.

“Everybody has an in-
terest in getting the sanc-
tions lifted, us too,” he 
added.

Putin said Russia had 
overcome all difficulties 
caused by the sanctions. 

Russia’s annexation 
of the southern Crimea 
peninsula sparked the 
sanctions, which were 
later ratcheted up as Rus-
sia helped separatists in 
eastern Ukraine.

Moscow has hit back 
with counter-sanctions 
on food and raw materials.

More than 10,000 peo-
ple have been killed since 
the conflict began in east-
ern Ukraine.

Meanwhile, Chan-
cellor Kurz said Vienna 
would “obviously main-
tain the decisions of the 
EU, including the sanc-
tions” when Austria takes 
over the EU’s rotating 
presidency on 1 July.

He stressed that the sit-
uation in eastern Ukraine 
must improve before the 
sanctions could be lifted.

What some call a “new 
cold war” between Rus-
sia and the West was also 
fuelled by Moscow’s role 
in the Syrian civil war and 
the poisoning of a former 
Russian double agent, Ser-
gei Skripal, and his daugh-
ter, in southern England.

Britain blamed the 
Kremlin for that attack; 
Russia furiously denied 
any role in it. 

Pro-Putin activists 
have been accused of 
spreading “fake news” on 
social media to under-
mine the tough Western 
stance on Russia and help 
empower nationalists in 
the EU.

Manila, June 6 (IANS): Philippines Presi-
dent Rodrigo Duterte on Wednesday 
threatened to declare a “state of national 
emergency”, as the spiralling crime rate 
was holding back foreign companies from 
investing in the country.

“I am warning the criminals, eve-
rybody, whether in the government or 
outside (of the government). I will make 
radical changes in the days to come,” Du-
terte said at a news conference.

He said most companies avoid invest-
ing in the Philippines because of rampant 
crime. They are concerned about the kid-
nappings and killings.

“Well, somehow, even with this meagre 
emergency power, I will use it to the hilt to 
put things in order,” Duterte said. 

“There’s no difference actually be-
tween martial law and a declaration of 
national emergency. So I’ve been warning 
all. I’m warning all including the human 
rights, it’s either we behave or we will have 
a serious problem again,” Xinhua quoted 
Duterte as saying.

In September 2016, Duterte declared 
an indefinite state of national emergency 
on account of violence following a deadly 
blast in his home city of Davao that left 14 
dead and dozens injured.  The President 
has also imposed martial rule in Mindan-
ao, the second largest Philippines island, 
since May 23, 2017 following a terror attack 
by pro-Islamic State (IS) militants. 

Despite the imposition, Islamic terror-
ists continue to recruit new members.

Vienna, June 6 (PTI/AFP): 
Iran said today it was in 
“preparatory works” to re-
start nuclear activities in 
the event of the failure of 
the 2015 accord between 
Iran and world powers. 

In such a scenario, Iran 
could “restart its activities 
without any limits,” Iran’s 
ambassador to the Inter-
national Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) Reza Najafi 
told reporters on the side-
lines of a meeting of the 
IAEA’s board in Vienna.

The future of the deal 
-- known as the Joint Com-
prehensive Plan of Ac-
tion (JCPOA) -- has been 
thrown into doubt after US 
President Donald Trump 
announced last month that 
the EU would withdraw 
from the accord and re-
impose sanctions.

The preparatory works 
mentioned by Najafi refer 
to steps to boost uranium 
enrichment capacity by 
producing new centrifug-

es, as outlined on Tues-
day by Vice President Ali 
Akbar Salehi, who heads 
the Iranian Atomic Energy 
Organisation.

Najafi said that in addi-
tion Iran had notified the 
IAEA of a plan to restart 
activity at its uranium con-
version facility in Isfahan to 
produce the UF6 feedstock 
for centrifuges.

The IAEA confirmed 
on Tuesday that it had “re-
ceived a letter from Iran 
on 4 June informing the 
Agency that there is a ten-
tative schedule to start pro-
duction of UF6”.

However, Najafi em-
phasised that the meas-
ures do “not mean that 
right now Iran will start 
any activities contrary to 
the JCPOA”.

The remaining signato-
ries to the pact have been 
scrambling to find ways to 
preserve the accord since 
Trump’s announcement.

Last month a senior 

Iranian official said Euro-
pean powers had until the 
end of May to come up 
with an economic pack-
age to compensate Iran 
for the effects of the US 
withdrawal.

On Wednesday Najafi 
said that negotiations were 
still continuing at an expert 
level but that it could not 
be an “endless process” 
and needed to be conclud-
ed “very soon”.

Asked about the IAEA’s 
call for Iran to provide 
“timely and active coop-
eration” with the inspec-
tions mandated under the 
JCPOA, Najafi said that 
Iran had interpreted this as 
encouragement to extend 
voluntary invitations to the 
agency to conduct inspec-
tions. 

However he said that 
“while Iran is not benefit-
ing from the deal, no one 
should expect Iran to im-
plement... voluntary meas-
ures”.
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GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF AGRICULTURE

NAGALAND: KOHIMA
No. AGR/IETC/DIPLOMA COURSE/CORR/2017-18/2841-45 Dated Kma the 5th June 2018.

INTERVIEW FOR UNDERGOING AGRICULTURE EXTENSION TRAINING FROM
18TH TO 22ND JUNE 2018 AT IETC, MEDZIPHEMA.

DAY -1      18/06/2018      9:00 AM – 5:30 PM

DAY -2      19/06/2018      8:30 AM – 5:30 PM

DAY -3      20/06/2018      8:30 AM – 5:30 PM

DAY -4       21/06/2018      8:30 AM – 5:30 PM

DAY -5       22/06/2018      8:30 AM – 5:30 PM

Inviting reference to the subject cited above, wherein applications were invited from 
the indigenous unemployed youths (vide No. AGR/IETC/DIPLOMA COURSE/CORR/2017-
18/2990 dated Kma the 21st April 2018) for undergoing 2 (two) years Agriculture Extension 
Training (AET) Course at IETC, Medziphema for the session 2018-20, applicants with the 
following Form Nos (Roll Nos.) are declared eligible to appear for the interview on the 
respective date and time indicated below at IETC, Medziphema (SAMETI building).

0001, 0002, 0003, 0004, 0005 ,0007, 0008, 0009, 0010, 0011, 0012, 0013, 0014, 0015, 0016, 
0017, 0018, 0019, 0020, 0021, 0022, 0023, 0024, 0025, 0026, 0027, 0028, 0029, 0030, 0031, 
0032, 0033, 0034, 0035, 0036, 0037, 0038, 0039, 0040, 0041, 0043, 0044, 0045, 0046, 0047, 
0048, 0049, 0050, 0051, 0053, 0054, 0055, 0056, 0057, 0058, 0059, 0060, 0061, 0062, 0065, 
0066, 0067, 0068, 0069, 0070, 0072, 0073, 0074, 0076, 0077, 0078, 0079, 0080, 0081, 0082, 
0084, 0085, 0086, 0087, 0088, 0090, 0091, 0092, 0093, 0094, 0095. 0096, 0098, 0099, 0100, 
0101, 0103, 0104, 0105, 0106, 0107, 0108, 0110, 0111, 0112, 0113, 0114, 0115, 0116, 0117, 
0118, 0119, 0120, 0121, 0122, 0123, 0124, 0125, 0126, 0127, 0129, 0130, 0131, 0132, 0133, 
0134, 0135, 0137, 0138, 0139, 0140, 0141, 0142, 0143, 0144, 0145, 0146, 0147, 0148, 0149, 
0150, 0151, 0152, 0153, 0154, 0156, 0157, 0158, 0159, 0160, 0161. 0162, 0163, 0165, 0166, 
0167, 0169, 0170, 0171, 0172, 0173, 0174, 0175, 0176, 0177, 0178, 0179, 0181, 0182, 0183, 
0184, 0185, 0187, 0188, 0189, 0190, 0191, 0192, 0193, 0194, 0195, 0196, 0197, 0198, 0199, 
0200, 0201, 0203, 0204, 0205, 0206, 0207, 0208, 0209, 0210, 0211, 0212, 0213, 0215, 0216, 
0218, 0219, 0220, 0221, 0222. 

0223, 0224, 0225, 0226, 0227, 0228, 0229, 0230, 0231, 0232, 0233, 0234, 0235, 0236, 0237, 
0238, 0239, 0240, 0241, 0242, 0243, 0245, 0246, 0247, 0248, 0249, 0250, 0251, 0252, 0253, 
0254, 0255, 0256, 0257, 0258, 0259, 0260, 0261, 0262, 0263, 0264, 0265, 0266, 0269, 0270, 
0271, 0272, 0273, 0274, 0275, 0276, 0277, 0278, 0279, 0280, 0281, 0282, 0283, 0284, 0285, 
0286, 0287, 0288, 0289, 0290, 0291, 0292, 0293, 0294, 0295, 0296, 0297, 0298, 0299, 0300, 
0301, 0302, 0304, 0305, 0306, 0307, 0308, 0309, 0310, 0311, 0312, 0313, 0314, 0315, 0316, 
0317, 0318, 0319, 0320, 0321, 0322, 0323, 0324, 0325, 0326, 0327, 0328, 0329, 0330, 0331, 
0332, 0333, 0334, 0335, 0336, 0338, 0339, 0340, 0342, 0343, 0344, 0345, 0346, 0347, 0348, 
0349, 0350, 0351, 0352, 0353, 0354, 0355, 0356, 0357, 0358, 0359, 0360, 0361, 0362, 0363, 
0364, 0365, 0366, 0367, 0368, 0369, 0370, 0371, 0372, 0373, 0374, 0375, 0376, 0379, 0380, 
0381, 0382, 0383, 0384, 0386, 0387, 0388, 0389, 0390, 0391, 0392, 0393, 0394, 0395, 0396, 
0397, 0398, 0399, 0400, 0402, 0404, 0405, 0406, 0407, 0408, 0410, 0411, 0412, 0413, 0414, 
0415, 0416, 0417, 0418, 0419, 0420, 0421, 0422, 0423, 0424, 0425, 0426, 0427, 0428, 0429, 
0430, 0431, 0432, 0433, 0434, 0435, 0436, 0437, 0438, 0439.

0440, 0441, 0442, 0443, 0445, 0446, 0447, 0448, 0449, 0450, 0451, 0452, 0453, 0454, 0455, 
0456, 0457, 0459, 0460, 0461, 0462, 0463, 0465, 0466, 0467, 0468, 0469, 0470, 0471, 0472, 
0473, 0474, 0475, 0476, 0477, 0478, 0479, 0480, 0481, 0482, 0483, 0484, 0485, 0486, 0487, 
0488, 0489, 0490, 0491, 0492, 0493, 0494, 0497, 0498, 0499, 0500, 0501, 0502, 0503, 0504, 
0505, 0506, 0507, 0508, 0509, 0511, 0512, 0513, 0514, 0515, 0517, 0518, 0519, 0520, 0521, 
0522, 0523, 0524, 0525, 0527, 0528, 0529, 0530, 0531, 0533, 0537, 0538, 0539, 0540, 0541, 
0543, 0544, 0545, 0546, 0547, 0548, 0549, 0550, 0551, 0552, 0553, 0554, 0555, 0558, 0559, 
0560, 0561, 0562, 0563, 0564, 0565, 0566, 0567, 0568, 0569, 0570, 0571, 0572, 0573, 0574, 
0575, 0577, 0578, 0580, 0581, 0582, 0583, 0584, 0585, 0586, 0587, 0588, 0589, 0590, 0591, 
0592, 0593, 0594, 0595, 0596, 0597, 0598, 0599, 0600, 0601, 0602, 0604, 0605, 0606, 0610, 
0611, 0612, 0613, 0614, 0615, 0616, 0617, 0618, 0619, 0620, 0621, 0622, 0623, 0624, 0625, 
0626, 0627, 0628, 0629, 0630, 0631, 0632, 0633, 0634, 0635, 0636, 0637, 0638, 0639, 0641, 
0642, 0643, 0644, 0645, 0646, 0647, 0648, 0649, 0650, 0651, 0652, 0653, 0654, 0655, 0656, 
0657, 0658, 0659, 0660, 0661.

0662, 0663, 0664, 0665, 0666, 0667, 0668, 0669, 0670, 0671, 0673, 0675, 0676, 0677, 0678, 
0679, 0681, 0682, 0683, 0685, 0687, 0688, 0689, 0690, 0692, 0693, 0694, 0695, 0696, 0697, 
0698, 0700, 0702, 0703, 0704, 0705, 0706, 0707, 0708, 0709, 0710, 0711, 0712, 0713, 0714, 
0715, 0716, 0717, 0718, 0719, 0720, 0721, 0723, 0724, 0725, 0726, 0727, 0728, 0729, 0730, 
0731, 0732, 0733, 0734, 0735, 0736, 0739, 0740, 0741, 0742, 0743, 0744, 0745, 0746, 0747, 
0748, 0749, 0750, 0751, 0752, 0753, 0755, 0756, 0757, 0758, 0759, 0760, 0761, 0762, 0763, 
0764, 0765, 0766, 0767, 0768, 0769, 0770, 0771, 0772, 0773, 0774, 0775, 0776, 0777, 0778, 
0779, 0780, 0781, 0782, 0783, 0785, 0786, 0789, 0790, 0791, 0792, 0794, 0795, 0796, 0797, 
0798, 0800, 0801, 0802, 0803, 0804, 0806, 0807, 0808, 0809, 0810, 0812, 0813, 0814, 0815, 
0816, 0817, 0818, 0819, 0820, 0821, 0822, 0824, 0825, 0826, 0827, 0828, 0830, 0831, 0832, 
0837, 0842, 0843, 0844, 0845, 0846, 0848, 0849, 0851, 0852, 0853, 0854, 0856, 0858, 0859, 
0860, 0861, 0862, 0863, 0864, 0865, 0866, 0876, 0868, 0869, 0871, 0873, 0874, 0876, 0877, 
0878, 0880, 0881, 0882, 0884, 0885, 0886, 0887, 0888, 0890, 0892, 0893, 0894, 0895, 0896, 
0897, 0898, 0899, 0901, 0902.

0903, 0904, 0905, 0906, 0907, 0908, 0910, 0913, 0914, 0915, 0916, 0919, 0920, 0922, 0924, 
0929, 0930, 0931, 0932, 0933, 0934, 0935, 0937, 0938, 0939, 0942, 0945, 0946, 0947, 0948, 
0951, 0952, 0954, 0957, 0958, 0959, 0961, 0962, 0964, 0965, 0966, 0967, 0968, 0969, 0970, 
0971, 0972, 0974, 0975, 0979, 0980, 0981, 0982, 0983, 0984, 0985, 0986, 0987, 0990, 0991, 
0995, 0996, 0997, 0998, 0999, 1002, 1003, 1006, 1007, 1011, 1012, 1013, 1015, 1016, 1020, 
1023, 1024, 1025, 1027, 1028, 1029, 1030, 1031, 1032, 1033, 1034, 1035, 1036, 1037, 1038, 
1041, 1042, 1044, 1045, 1046, 1047, 1048, 1055, 1056, 1057, 1060, 1061, 1062, 1063, 1064, 
1067, 1070, 1071, 1072, 1073, 1075, 1077, 1078, 1079, 1080, 1081, 1082, 1083, 1084, 1089, 
1090, 1091, 1092, 1094, 1095, 1099, 1100, 1103, 1104, 1106, 1107, 1108, 1111, 1112, 1113, 
1114, 1115, 1120, 1121, 1122, 1125, 1126, 1129, 1130, 1131, 1132, 1133, 1135, 1136, 1138, 
1139, 1140, 1141, 1142, 1143, 1144, 1145, 1146, 1148, 1149, 1150, 1151, 1153, 1155, 1156, 
1157, 1160, 1161, 1162, 1163, 1164, 1166, 1167, 1170, 1173, 1174, 1175, 1178, 1179, 1180, 
1181, 1183, 1184, 1185, 1187, 1188, 1189, 1191, 1192, 1193, 1194, 1199, 1200, 1202, 1203, 
1206, 1207, 1208, 1210, 1211.

N.B.
1.  All documents will be verified and candidates without original documents will not 

be allowed to appear for the interview.
2.  No separate call letter will be issued.
3.  Candidates will have to appear for the interview at their own expenses.
4.  The Department/Interview Board reserve the right to disqualify the candidates if 

found undeserving for the Course.
5.  The Form Nos. (Roll Nos.) of the Selected candidates will be notified in all the 

local Dailies and IETC Notice Board along with the details of the admission and 
commencement of the classes etc.

(G. IKUTO ZHIMOMI)
Director of Agriculture

Nagaland: Kohima

FORM NO (ROLL NO)

FORM NO (ROLL NO)

FORM NO (ROLL NO)

FORM NO (ROLL NO)

FORM NO (ROLL NO)

KG-2554
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Jared Leto’s ‘Joker’ stand-alone movie in the works

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

5.30 pm: Deadpool- 2 (Eng) 2d

12.30 pm: Parmanu

10 am, 3 pm, 8 pm: Veere Di Wedding

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Weinstein pleads not guilty to rape, sex assault charges
H

arvey Weinstein today 
pleaded not guilty 
to rape and sexual 
assault charges in a 
New York courtroom 

-- the next step in a high-stakes 
legal battle that the #MeToo 
movement hopes will end with 
the disgraced Hollywood mogul 
behind bars.

The 66-year-old producer, 
whose career imploded in a blaze 
of accusations of sexual miscon-
duct and abuse from dozens of 
women that triggered a global 
reckoning about harassment in 
the workplace, could face up to 25 
years in prison if convicted.

Weinstein, who appeared in 
court in a dark blazer, jeans and a 
tie, uttered only a few words at the 
brief arraignment hearing in Man-
hattan. He has steadfastly denied 
all accusations of nonconsensual 
sex.

“Not guilty,” he said in a barely 
audible voice when asked for his 
plea on the three counts he is fac-

ing. He also replied “Yes” several 
times as the judge reiterated the 
conditions of his monitored 
release.

Weinstein, the onetime Tin-
seltown powerbroker whose films 
earned dozens of Oscars, was 
charged with rape and another sex 
crime in New York late last month, 
nearly eight months after the first 
public allegations against him 
surfaced.

The twice-married father of 
five has been indicted for allegedly 
forcing a woman to perform oral 
sex on him in 2004, and for alleg-
edly raping another at a Manhattan 
hotel in 2013.

Benjamin Brafman, one of 
America’s most celebrated criminal 
defense attorneys, did most of the 
talking for the mogul at his hearing 
today.

“Mr Weinstein is presumed 
innocent... however reprehensible 
the crime may be, it is also repre-
hensible to falsely accuse someone 
of rape,” Brafman said.

“We intend to fight this in the 
courtroom.” Brafman says the rape 
complaint came from a woman 
who had a 10-year affair with Wein-
stein, but the information was not 
confirmed.

The accusation of forced oral 
sex comes from Lucia Evans, a 
marketing consultant who, in 2004, 
was an aspiring actress. She told 
her story in October to The New 
Yorker.

Evans says Weinstein spoke to 
her of a possible role as a model 
on television reality show “Project 
Runway,” before forcing her into 
oral sex.

Since October, nearly 100 
women have said they were 
harassed or sexually abused by 
Weinstein over a period of more 
than two decades.

Salma Hayek, Gwyneth Paltrow 
and Angelina Jolie are among more 
than two dozen actresses who say 
they were sexually harassed by the 
producer. A few, including Asia 
Argento and Rose McGowan, say 
they were raped.

The #MeToo movement has 
seen people around the world 
come forward with cases of 
sexual mistreatment, leading to the 
downfall of powerful men across 
industries, including Oscar winner 
Kevin Spacey.

Weinstein has reportedly spent 
months in treatment for sex addic-
tion. His fashion designer wife, 
Georgina Chapman, has left him.

Weinstein remains free, having 
posted USD 1 million bail. He is 
wearing a GPS monitoring device, 
and his travel is restricted to the 
states of New York and Connecti-
cut.

Weinstein already faces a slew 
of civil lawsuits, is reportedly under 
federal investigation, and his 
former studio has filed for bank-
ruptcy.

He is also under criminal 
investigation in London and Los 
Angeles, but the criminal charges 
in New York were the first to be 
lodged.

Last week, three actresses filed 
a new lawsuit against Weinstein 
alleging sexual assault. They urged 
other victims to come forward and 
join the complaint.

Melissa Thompson, one of 
the women filing the class action 
lawsuit, said she was sexually as-
saulted by Weinstein during a 2011 
meeting to discuss a new market-
ing tool.

AFP/PTI

Actor Jared Letos incarnation of Batman villain “The Joker” is getting his own 
movie. Warner Bros. is in the early stages of developing with Leto a stand-alone 
project and is currently hunting for writers for a take, reports hollywoodreport-
er.com. Leto would star and executive produce the solo film that is set in the 
“Suicide Squad” universe. “Suicide Squad” was directed by David Ayer and fea-
tured an array of DC villains as anti-heroes.  This is the latest DC movie project 
being developed by Warner that is focusing on Joker and other villains.  The 
studio is already developing a so-called Joker origins movie, which would be 
directed by Todd Phillips and would potentially star Joaquin Phoenix. (IANS)

Sandra 
Bullock 
almost 
quit acting 
over 
sexism

Sanjay Dutt should have played last 
portions in his biopic, says Salman

Gigi Hadid confirms Zayn 
Malik reunion on social media

Fashion designer 
Kate Spade found 
dead, NY police 
confirm suicide

S
alman Khan 
has seen the 
trailer of “San-
ju”, a biopic on 
friend Sanjay 

Dutt’s life, but believes 
the actor should have 
been a part of his story, 
particulary in the last 
portions.

Ranbir Kapoor has 

played Dutt’s role in the 
film, that chronicles his 
life from his young years 
to his life after jail.

“For ‘Sanju’, I was 
thinking why is some-
body else playing this 
bit? The last 8-10 years. 
you cannot do justice 
to that. Sanju 
should have 

played the last bit,” 
Salman said in a group 
interview here. 

“I have seen the 
trailer. Raju Hirani is a 
very sensible filmmaker 
so he has made a film,” 
he added.

Asked if he is fine 
with a biopic 

on his life, 

Salman said,”No.” 
When prodded 

further about an auto-
biography, Salman said, 
“No. I anyway say things 
openly... But I don’t want 
to do it.” 

Salman, 52, is looking 
forward to his Eid release 
“Race 3” on June 15.

PTI

G
igi Hadid has confirmed 
she is back together with 
boyfriend Zayn Malik after 
posting a sweet picture of 
the pair on Instagram.

Rumors have been rife that they had 
reunited after they were spotted kissing 
in New York City in April, just six weeks 
after parting ways.

The Sun exclusively revealed how 
the superstar couple had broken up 
after drifting apart in part to work pres-
sures.

But it looks as though the couple 
– worth $60 million – have put their 

problems behind them.
The ex-One Direc-
tion singer 

kissed 
his 

girlfriend Gigi on the cheek in a picture 
she shared on her Instagram story.

It’s the first time either of the pair 
have acknowledged their reunion to 
fans on social media since their split.

Despite Zayn, 25, not showing his 
face, his chessboard tattoo could be 
seen on his left forearm.

It looks like he was topless in the 
snap, with Gigi wearing black for an 
“after party.”

She had earlier been at the “Ocean’s 
8” premiere in New York with super-
model Lily Aldridge.

Zayn began dating Gigi in December 
2015 after a failed engagement with 

Little Mix star Perrie Edwards.
The supermodel 

appeared in his music 
video for Pillowtalk 

and they were fea-
tured on the front 
of the August 2017 
edition of Vogue, 
making them 
the third couple 
to ever get the 
coveted cover 
shot.

They were 
rumored to be 
engaged be-
fore their split 

in March.
Pagesix

D
esigner Kate 
Spade, one 
of the big-
gest names 
in American 

fashion, was found dead 
today in New York after 
committing suicide, police 
said. She was 55.

Celebrity website TMZ 
said the designer -- espe-
cially known for her sleek 
handbags -- hanged herself 
in her Park Avenue apart-
ment.

A police spokeswoman 
confirmed Spade commit-
ted suicide but told AFP the 
exact circumstances of her 
death were not yet clear.

Tributes to Spade 
poured in -- from celebri-
ties, the fashion world and 
everyday women who 
admired her quintessential 
American style.

Spade -- a Missouri 
native who first worked as 
a journalist, including a 
stint as accessories editor 
at Mademoiselle magazine 
-- launched her eponymous 
fashion label in 1993 with 
her husband Andy and the 
help of outside investors.

Her cheerful use of 
bright colors and prints 
proved a hit with career 
women. The brand, initially 
sold in several New York 
stores, opened its flagship 
in the city’s Soho neighbor-
hood in 1996.

AFP/PTI

A
ctress Sandra 
Bullock says 
sexism in 
Hollywood 
made her 

think about quitting 
acting altogether.

“My career has 
been a domino effect 
of people who said, ‘I 
would like this person 
to fill this role’,” usato-
day.com quoted Bullock 
as saying. 

“And not just in the 
industry, but people in 
my life. My mother raised 
me like, ‘You don’t need to 
get married, you forge your own 
path. You make your own money, 
and be your own person’. And I 
literally went out into the world 
thinking there was no disparity, 
that everyone was equal, and 
I can do whatever a man can 
do.”

It wasn’t until later in her 
career that Bullock had a 
“wake-up moment”. 

“I was like, ‘What is this 
feeling? Why do I feel so 
(expletive)?’ Oh, my God, I’m 
being treated this way because 
I have a vagina’.” 

Bullock did not get into 
specifics about the sexist be-
haviour she was subjected to, 
though she said it had a lasting 
effect. 

“It was hard for me because I 
walked with blinders on through 
life and got to where I (felt) like 
I was less than because I was a 
woman. And that was a hard pill 
to swallow. I had a lot of sadness 
from that. I was like, ‘Wow, maybe 
I need to step out of here. Maybe I 
need to do something else for a liv-
ing’. And that was in the middle of 
when I was getting work -- I didn’t 
want to be a part of that world 
where there was that experience.”

IANS
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Jorge Lorenzo

Diogo Dalot

PTI

The Indian football team before the start of the match against Kenya during the Hero Intercontinental football Cup, in Mumbai on Monday, June 4. 

PTI

Indian cricket captain Virat Kohli’s 
wax figure that was unveiled at 
Madame Tussauds Museum, in 
New Delhi on Wed. June 6.

PTI

Indian cricketer Harman Kaur hits a boundary against Bangladesh during Asia Cup 2018, in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia on Wed. June 6.

A picture shows a poster erected on a main street in the West Bank town of Hebron, denouncing the upcoming 
friendly football match between Argentina and Israel and calling Argentina’s star Lionel Messi (portrait) to 
boycott the match.

Intercontinental Cup: In-form India look to 
continue winning momentum against NZ

Pre-World Cup friendly between Israel, 
Argentina called off amid protests

Manchester United sign Portuguese 
defender Dalot from Porto

Women’s Asia Cup T20: Bangladesh shock India to earn maiden victory

Nagaland Shooting 
Championship from June 28

Jorge Lorenzo signs 2-year 
MotoGP contract with Honda

Kohli’s statue unveiled at 
Madame Tussauds Delhi

Ponting included in Australia’s 
coaching staff for England tour

Mumbai, June 6 (IANS): 
On a high after sealing the 
final spot, buoyant India, 
led by their inspirational 
skipper Sunil Chhetri, will 
look to extend their win-
ning run when they take 
on New Zealand in the In-
tercontinental Cup football 
meet here on Thursday.

Chhetri, playing his 
100th international game, 
lit up the Mumbai Football 
Arena against Kenya two 
days on Tuesday, scoring 
a brace as India won 3-0 to 
seal a spot in the summit 
clash.

Days after his one-and-
a-half  minute video where 
he appealed to the fans to 
come and back the team 
at the stadium, a full house 
saw Jeje Lalpekhlua also 
score a delectable pile-driv-
er off  a rebound to cap off  
another perfect night for 
the hosts.

In the tournament 
opener, India had mauled 
Chinese Taipei 5-0 riding a 
Chhetri hattrick.

It rained profusely 
throughout the first half  
against Kenya, but the fans 
-- heeding to his plea -- 
braved the shower to wit-
ness a magical third goal in 
second-half  added time by 

Chhetri where he chipped 
the keeper with aplomb 
from the edge of  the box 
to find the back of the net.

The organisers claim 
that the tickets for Thurs-
day’s match as well as Sun-
day’s final have been sold 
out.

Coach Stephen Con-
stantine might opt to rest 
a few key players before 
the final, especially after 
a physically 45 minutes 
against Kenya where play-
ing became almost impos-
sible due to thick mud and 
puddles on the turf.

Centre-back Sandesh 
Jhinghan -- who was ad-
judged man of  the match 
-- had limped off  after an 
awkward fall.

India have a lot of  at-
tacking options up front 
with the likes of  Balwant 
Singh likely to start on 
Thursday if  Chhetri is rest-
ed. Coming to the Kiwis, 
striker Myer Bevan is one 
to watch out for.

New Zealand coach 
Fritz Schmid has said that 
the game would be a big 
challenge.

The game will also be 
special for Jeje Lalpekhlua 
as it will be his 50th match 
in national colours.

Dimapur, June 6 (EMN): 
Nagaland Rifle Associa-
tion through its president 
Merang Jamir in a press 
note informed that the 4th 
Nagaland Shooting Cham-
pionship 2018 will be held 
from June 28 till July 2 
as per NRAI match book 
rules 2016.

All 10 metre event in 
small bore rifle/pistol (NR) 
will be held at the Aries 
shooting range, Tsiep-
futsiepfhe (A.G) colony 
Kohima and all 25 and 50 
metre events at the Aries 
Sports Complex, Bamun 
Pukhuri-1.

Shooters from the para 
military forces, AI, ONGC 
and other affiliated units of  
NRAI who are domicile 

or having posting in Na-
galand shall be eligible to 
represent their unit or state.

The championship is 
open to shooters belonging 
to affiliated clubs/acad-
emy of  Nagaland. Entries 
can be sent directly to the 
Nagaland Rifle Associa-
tion only.

The note also added 
that those below 21 and 
18 years of  age as on Dec. 
31 2018 will be considered 
under the category of  ju-
niors (1998 onwards) and 
youth (2001 onwards) for 
the championship.

For more informa-
tion one can contact the 
following phone num-
bers:  9862125421 and 
7005971703.

Madrid, June 6 (IANS): Spanish rider Jorge Lorenzo, a 
three-time MotoGP world champion, is to join the Rep-
sol Honda team starting in 2019 on a two-year contract, 
Honda Racing Corporation announced in a statement 
on Wednesday.

Currently with Ducati, Lorenzo holds 10th place in 
the 2018 MotoGP standings after winning the Italian 
MotoGP on Sunday, and is set to join reigning World 
Champion and fellow Spanish rider Marc Marquez at 
Honda, reports Efe.

In its statement, Honda said: “From 2019, Lorenzo 
will become teammate to four-time MotoGP World 
Champion Marc Marquez: two great champions with 
great talent and high hopes that will make a stronger team 
and contribute to the development of  HRC.”

Lorenzo had hinted this would be his last season with 
Ducati following his Italian MotoGP win.

On Tuesday, Honda announced it was parting ways 
at the end of  the season with Spanish rider Dani Pedrosa, 
who has not made the podium in any of  the six races so 
far this season.

Jerusalem, June 6 (IANS): A pre-World 
Cup football friendly between Israel and 
Argentina has been cancelled amid grow-
ing pressure from protesters calling for the 
match to be scrapped over Israel’s treat-
ment of  Palestinians, according to officials 
and players on Wednesday.

For lack of  an official statement from 
either of  the countries’ governing football 
bodies, Israeli newspapers cited the deci-
sion to stage the fixture in Jerusalem rather 
than Haifa, where it was originally sched-
uled to be played, as one reason behind the 
cancellation, although the Israeli embassy 
in Argentina cited threats directed at the 
family of  star forward Lionel Messi as 
another driving factor, reports Efe. 

Israeli President Reuven Rivlin said it 
was a “sad morning” for Israeli sports fans, 
including his own grandchildren.

“But there are values that are greater 
than even Messi. The politicisation of  the 
Argentinean move worries me greatly,” 
he added.

In an interview with sports channel 
ESPN, Argentina and Juventus striker 
Gonzalo Higuaín said the right decision 
had finally been made, adding: “Health 
and common sense come first, so we be-
lieve it is right not to go.” 

The fixture provoked mounting pres-
sure from Palestinian rights groups, includ-

ing the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions 
movement, which welcomed the news that 
the game had been nixed.

The friendly had been re-scheduled to 
be played at the Teddy Kolleck Stadium in 
Jerusalem to mark the 70th anniversary of  
the creation of  Israel.

The Palestinian Football Association 
also thanked the Albiceleste for backing 
out. 

Israel recently entered the international 
human rights spotlight again after dozens 
of  Palestinians, including civilians, minors 
and paramedics, were killed and thou-
sands injured when Israeli troops opened 
fire on groups of  demonstrators gathered 
at the border of  the Gaza strip, which has 
been blockaded by Israel for years.

Jerusalem has been a particular flash-
point for tensions, too, since United States 
President Donald Trump decided to move 
the US embassy and recognise the dis-
puted city as the capital of  Israel.

East Jerusalem, an area that Pales-
tinians envisage as a future capital of  a 
Palestinian state, has been occupied by 
Israel since 1967, in violation of  interna-
tional law and the 1949 Fourth Geneva 
Convention.

Placed in Group D, Argentina kick-off  
their 2018 Russia World Cup campaign 
against Iceland on June 16.

N ew  D e l h i ,  Ju n e  6 
(IANS): Indian captain Vi-
rat Kohlis wax figure was 
unveiled at Madame Tus-
sauds here on Wednesday.

Kohli will join other 
sports sensations in his 
signature batting pose in 
the interactive zone. 

The Delhi batsman’s 
figure has been crafted 
from over 200 measure-
ments and photographs 
taken during the sitting 
sessions. 

At the unveiling of  his 
figure, Kohli said: “I sin-
cerely appreciate the ef-
forts and incredible work 
undergone in making my 
figure. 

“Thanks to Madame 
Tussauds for choosing me 
for this lifetime experience. 
I am grateful to my fans for 
their love and support,” he 
added.

Madame Tussauds 
Delhi is the world’s most 

Bengaluru, June 6 (Re-
uters): Manchester United 
have signed 19-year-old 
Portuguese defender Di-
ogo Dalot from FC Porto 
on a five-year deal with 
an option to extend for a 
further year, the Premier 
League club announced on 
Wednesday.

“Diogo is an extremely 
talented young defender 
with all the qualities to 
quickly become a great 
player  for  this  c lub,” 
United manager  Jose 
Mourinho said on the 
club’s website https://
www.manutd.com/en/
news/detail/manchester-
united-announces-the-
signing-of-diogo-dalot.

“He has all the attri-
butes that a fullback needs: 
physicality, tactical intel-
ligence and technical qual-
ity, combined with a Porto 
Academy mentality which 
prepares players for the 
maturity they need at the 
professional level.”

Dalot, who made sev-
en appearances for Porto 
in all competitions last 
season, played a part as 
the club won the Primeira 
Liga title.

The fullback joined 
Porto’s youth squad, aged 
nine, in 2008 and came 
through the ranks to make 
his first-team debut in Feb-
ruary.

“Joining Manchester 
United is an unbelievable 
opportunity for me. I have 
grown up in Porto’s acad-
emy and I am so thankful 
for everything they have 
done for me,” said Dalot, 
who has four international 
caps for Portugal’s un-
der-21 side.

“But the chance of  

Kuala Lumpur, June 6 
(PTI): The Bangladesh 
women’s cricket team 
notched up its maiden in-
ternational win over India 
after Harmanpreet Kaur 
and Co. put up a below-par 
batting performance to go 
down by seven wickets in 
the Women’s Asia Cup 
T20 competition, here to-
day.

The win is Bangladesh 
women’s first in an interna-
tional game against India 
across any format.

After two facile vic-
tories over Thailand and 
Malaysia, India put up 
a shoddy batting perfor-
mance, scoring 141 for 
seven in the stipulated 20 
overs, which Bangladesh 
surpassed in 19.4 overs.

India, Sri Lanka and 
Pakistan have all got four 
points from three games 
but the ‘Women In Blue’ 
are leading the standings 
with a net run-rate of  

+3.428.
Fargana Haque (52 no 

off  46 balls) and Ruma-
na Ahmed (42 no off  34 
balls) added 93 runs for 
the unbroken fourth wicket 
to guide the Bangladeshi 
women to one of  their 
bigger victories in interna-

tional cricket. 
Rumana was the ‘Play-

er of  the Match’ for her all-
round effort as she picked 
up 3 for 21 in 4 overs to 
engineer a middle-order 
slump when India batted.

“I am very happy for 
the girls,” Bangladesh man-

ager Nazmul Abedeen was 
quoted as saying by ESPN 
Cricinfo.

“They have achieved 
something which will help 
them for the rest of  their 
lives.” 

It was the batting that 
let India down with only 

Melbourne, June 6 (IANS): Former captain Ricky Ponting 
will join the Australia cricket team coaching staff, headed 
by Justin Langer, in England where the visitors will play five 
One-Day Internationals (ODIs) and a single Twenty20 In-
ternational (T20I) against the hosts over the next few weeks.

Ponting, who has been an assistant coach for Australia’s 
T20 side twice before, will fit his coaching duties around 
commentary work that he was already scheduled to do dur-
ing the series, cricket.com.au reported. Langer, who was 
named Australia’s head coach in all three formats when 
he took over from Darren Lehmann earlier this year, said 
he was thrilled to be reunited with his former Test skipper.

“Ricky is one of the greats of the game, and since he 
was already in England doing some commentary we saw 
it as a great opportunity to have him join our team for this 
important series,” Langer said in a release.

“We have played a lot of cricket together and coached 
alongside each other previously, and he will also know many 
of the players already through his work with the team over 
the past two summers and his BBL commitments,” the for-
mer opening batsman added.

“Ricky’s knowledge of the game is second-to-none, and 
we know that his experiences, tactical expertise and leader-
ship will be invaluable for this group, as we start to build a 
team capable of winning a World Cup in these conditions 
in a year’s time.”

Ponting, 43, won three ICC World Cups in 1999, 2003 
and 2007 -- the last two as captain.

skipper Harmanpreet Kaur 
(42 off  37 balls) making a 
significant contribution. 
Along with Deepti Sharma 
(32 off  28 balls), the skip-
per added 50 runs for the 
fourth wicket, but it didn’t 
come at a fair clip. The duo 
consumed seven overs to 
score the runs.

Once both were dis-
missed in quick succes-
sion, the last four overs saw 
India scoring only 22 runs, 
which enabled Bangladesh 
to make a match of  it.

It was leg-spinner Ru-
mana, who was the pick 
of  the Bangladesh bowlers, 
removing Harmanpreet, 
Deepti and Anuja Patil, 
who is known to strike a 
few lusty blows.

Chasing, the winners 
were in trouble at 49 for 
3 after 8 overs before Far-
gana and Rumana calmly 
completed the task.

Fargana hit five bound-
aries and a six while Ru-

mana hit six boundaries in 
her knock.

Needing 32 off  the last 
four overs, Fargana hit 
left-arm spinner Rajeswari 
Gayakwad for 12 in the 
17th over with a couple of  
boundaries. Rumana, in 
the next over, hit Jhulan 
Goswami for 10 runs to 
bring the equation down to 
10 in two overs.

Needing four off  the 
last over, the duo coolly ran 
four singles, including leg-
byes, to finish the match in 
style. India will take on Sri 
Lanka tomorrow.

Brief Scores: 
India 141/7 in 20 overs 

(Harmanpreet Kaur 42 off  
37 balls, Deepti Sharma 
32 off  28 balls, Rumana 
Ahmed 3/21 in 4 overs) 

Bangaldesh 142 in 19.4 
overs (Fargana Haque 52 
no off  46 balls, Rumana 
Ahmed 42 no off  34 balls). 
Bangladesh women win by 
7 wickets.

famous wax attraction that 
opened in the outer circle 
of  Connaught Place here.

coming to the biggest club 
in the world is something 
I just couldn’t turn down 
... I’m excited about work-
ing with Jose Mourinho 
and learning everything I 
can from such a successful 
coach.”

United did not disclose 
the financial details of  the 

transaction.
Dalot’s arrival follows 

the news on Tuesday that 
United have reached an 
agreement to sign Bra-
zilian midfielder Fred 
from Ukraine’s Shakhtar 
Donetsk for a reported 
52 million pounds ($69.8 
million).
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Muguruza, Halep move into 
French Open semifinals

Spain coach Lopetegui hedging 
bets on Carvajal's injury

Boxer Floyd Mayweather tops Forbes 
list of world's best paid athletes

Sachin Siwach in quarters 
of Kazakh boxing tourney

Vilasier Khate lifts India-Bhutan 
tennis tourney for the third time

Rose tells family to miss World Cup over racism fears

Floyd Mayweather

Sachin Siwach

Danny Rose

Spain's Garbine Muguruza celebrates winning her quarterfinal match against Russia's Maria Sharapova.

Seen in the picture are the tournament champions with Indian 
tennis great, Vijay Amritraj.

7 
DAYS 

TO 
GO

Paris, June 6 (AP): After 
Angelique Kerber's final 
backhand bounced out of 
bounds on Court Suzanne 
Lenglen, Simona Halep 
turned to her box and 
pointed to her head.

Coming from a player 
whose mental strength 
has often been ques-
tioned, the gesture spoke 
volume.

The top-ranked play-
er indeed showed solid 
nerves to turn things up 

after a really bad start in 
her French Open quar-
terfinal on Wednesday. 
After 2 hours and 14 min-
utes, Halep rallied past the 
12th-seeded Kerber 6-7 
(2), 6-3, 6-2 and reached 
the French Open semifi-
nals for the third time.

Halep got off a slug-
gish start and trailed 4-0 
in the opening set. She 
fought back to force a tie-
breaker but briefly lost her 
focus to drop the set after 

losing five consecutive 
points.

''After the first set I 
just stayed strong, I did 
not give up at all,'' Halep 
said. ''I missed a lot at the 
beginning of the match. 
I tried to do too much. 
Then I changed a little bit 
of tactics and it worked.''

Halep broke at the 
start of the second set and 
then Kerber dropped her 
serve again in the ninth 
game. In the decider, Ha-

lep came to the net more 
often to finish points and 
opened up a 4-1 lead. She 
broke again in the eighth 
game to seal the match.

Halep is still chasing 
her first Grand Slam title 
after several near-misses. 
She led Jelena Ostapenko 
by a set and 3-0 in last 
year's final at Roland Gar-
ros, but then fell apart 
and eventually lost to the 
unseeded Latvian in her 
second French Open final.

New York, June 6 (Re-
uters): American box-
er Floyd Mayweather’s 
blockbuster fight against 
Conor McGregor has 
pushed him back to the 
top of the Forbes list of 
best paid athletes for 
the fourth time in seven 
years.

Mayweather,  who 
goes by the nickname 
‘Money’, earned $275 
million from last year’s 
fight against Irish Mixed 
Martial Arts champion 
McGregor, whose cut of 
the purse elevated him 
to fourth spot on the U.S. 
business magazine’s list.

T h e  f i g h t  p u s h e d 
Mayweather’s  career 
earnings to $1 billion, 
joining American basket-
ball great Michael Jordan 
and golfer Tiger Woods 
as the only athletes to 
have reached 10-figures 
in earnings, Forbes said.

Portuguese soccer 
player Cristiano Ron-
aldo, who topped the 
rankings for the last two 
years, slipped to third in 
the standings behind his 
Argentine rival Lionel 
Messi.

Brazil’s Neymar, who 
became the world’s most 
expensive soccer player 
after his $260 million 
move from Barcelona to 
Paris St Germain last Au-
gust, was listed fifth.

Swiss tennis great 
Roger Federer, basketball 

Madrid, June 6 (IANS): Spain chief coach 
Julen Lopetegui has decided to hedge his 
bets on Dani Carvajal's injury and will fly 
to Russia with 25 footballers rather than 
the 23 allowed in the final squads for the 
FIFA World Cup.

Although the final date to confirm 
the squad lists for the forthcoming World 
Cup finals was June 4, coaches are al-
lowed to make changes to those 
squads until 24 hours before their 
sides kick off their first group 
game, reports Efe.

With right-back Carva-
jal still working to recover 
from the hamstring injury he 
suffered in the Champions 
League final against Liver-
pool, Lopetegui has decided 
to include Real Madrid de-
fenders Jesus Vallejo and mid-
fielder Rodri Fernandez, who 
spent last season at Villarreal, 
on the plane to Russia.

Although Carvajal has 
spent over a week nursing 
his injury, Tuesday's press 
day for the Spain squad 
showed that he is still 
having problems walk-
ing with ease 

a n d 
w i t h 

Spain's  World Cup debut 
against Portugal just nine days away, 

Lopetegui is taking cover in case he fails 
to recover.

The Spain coach would probably 

stick with Carvajal if he is only likely to 
m i s s the first World Cup game, 

but if it looks he could be 
sidelined for longer, Ro-
dri or Vallejo could have 
a chance.

Vallejo is a central 
defender and his inclu-
sion in the squad would 

allow Nacho Fernandez 
or Cesar Azpilicueta 
to cover at right back, 
however, the 1-1 draw 
against Switzerland on 

Sunday showed that 
the Spanish side lacks a 
natural replacement for 

defensive midfielder Ser-
gio Busquets, who missed 
the game with a stomach 
bug.

Rodri is comfort-
able in the holding 
midfield role, and giv-
en that Spain already 
seem to have plenty of 

cover in their squad, 
he could be the one 
to get the nod if 

Lopetegui decides 
he can't wait for 

Carvajal.
If he had 

t o finally miss 
out on Rus- sia, it would 
be extremely h a r d  o n 
Carvajal, who in 2016 also 
missed the Eu- r o p e a n 
Championship d u e  t o 
injury.

Halep next faces third-
seeded Garbine Mugu-
ruza, who thrashed Maria 
Sharapova 6-2, 6-1 in a 
matchup of past French 
Open champions.

''I don't feel I'm favor-
ite for this match, because 
she's played better than I 
have this year,'' Mugu-
ruza said. ''She loves clay. 
She loves Roland Garros. 
She's shown it.''

The No.  3-seeded 
Muguruza had lost all 
three previous meetings 
against Sharapova, who 
won two of her five Grand 
Slam titles at Roland Gar-
ros.

Muguruza has not 
dropped a set so far in 
this year's tournament 
as she seeks a second 
championship in Paris 
and third major trophy 
overall. The Spaniard won 
the French Open in 2016 
and Wimbledon last year.

''I think she did a lot 
of things better than I did. 
I think she was the ag-
gressive one,'' Sharapova 
said. ''She had a lot more 
depth in the ball. I think 
my shots were a lot more 
forced. She served a lot 
better than I did.''

Sharapova looked far 
from her best right from 
the start, double-faulting 
three times to get bro-
ken in the opening game. 
She ended up with six 
double-faults and 27 total 
unforced errors, 12 more 
than Muguruza.

players LeBron James 
and Stephen Curry and 
National Football League 
quarterbacks Matt Ryan 
and Matthew Stafford 
rounded out the top 10 of 
the 100 wealthy athletes.

There were no women 
in the list, with tennis 
icon Serena Williams, the 
sole female represen-
tative last year, having 
dropped out of the rank-
ings after taking a break 
from the sport due to the 
birth of her daughter.

Top 20 (lists under 
a t h l e t e / n a t i o n a l i t y /
sport/estimated earn-
ings):
1.  Floyd Mayweather 
(U.S.) Boxing $285 mil-
lion
2. Lionel Messi (Argen-
tina) Soccer $111 million
3.  Cristiano Ronaldo 
(Portugal) S o c c e r 
$108 million
4. Conor McGregor (Ire-
land) MMA $99 million
5. Neymar (Brazil) Soccer 
$90 million
6. LeBron James (U.S.) 
Basketball $85.5 million
7. Roger Federer (Switzer-

land) Tennis $77.2 mil-
lion
8. Stephen Curry (U.S.) 
Basketball $76.9 million
9. Matt Ryan (U.S.) Amer-
ican football $67.3 mil-
lion
10.  Matthew Stafford 
(U.S.) American football 
$59.5 million
11. Kevin Durant (U.S.) 
Basketball $57.3 million
12. Lewis Hamilton (Brit-
ain) Formula One $51 
million
13. Russell Westbrook 
(U.S.) Basketball $47.6 
million
14. James Harden (U.S.) 
Basketball $46.4 million
15. Canelo Alvarez (Mex-
ico) Boxing $44.5 million
16. Tiger Woods (U.S.) 
Golf $43.3 million
17.  Drew Brees (U.S.) 
American football $42.9 
million
18. Sebastian Vettel (Ger-
many) Formula One 42.3 
million
19.  Derek Carr (U.S.) 
American football $42.1 
million
20. Rafael Nadal (Spain) 
Tennis $41.4 million

Bengaluru, June 6 (Re-
uters): England defender 
Danny Rose has told his 
family not to attend the 
World Cup because he 
fears they may be racially 
abused in Russia.

“I’ve told my family 
I don’t want them going 
out there because of rac-
ism and anything else that 
may  happen,” the 27-year-
old left back told London’s 
Evening Standard on 
Wednesday.

“I don’t want to be 
worrying, when I’m try-
ing to prepare for games, 
for my family’s safety. If 
anything happens to me, 
it wouldn’t affect me like 
it would if my family had 
been abused.”

Rose, who suffered 
personal racial abuse 
when he played for Eng-
land’s under-21s in Serbia 
in 2012, added: “I’m fine 
with whatever may or may 
not happen, and I like to 
think I’ll be able to deal 
with it in the right way.”

Russia has pledged to 
crack down on racism at 
the tournament, which 

runs from June 14 to July 
15, but cases of racist 
abuse have continued to 
be reported in the country 
in the run-up to the World 
Cup, and the country was 
fined last month after rac-
ist abuse was directed at 
French players during a 

friendly in March.
F I FA  f i n e d  R u s -

sia 30,000 Swiss francs 
($30,400/22,650 pounds) 
for that incident in St Pe-
tersburg, which is one of 
the 11 host cities for the 
World Cup, and Rose said 
the sanction was nowhere 

near enough to have the 
desired impact.

“A 22,000 pounds fine 
is disgusting,” he said. 
“What do (FIFA) expect? 
I don’t want to sound ar-
rogant but if I’d been fined 
22,000 pounds, without 
sounding big-headed, it 

Dimapur, June 6 (EMN): 
The fourth India-Bhutan 
tennis tournament con-
cluded on June 3 with In-
dia’s Vilasier Khate lifting 
the men’s singles title for 
the third time according 
to a press note.

Khate defeated Bhu-

tan’s Tandin Wangchuk in 
the final match played at 
the National Tennis Cen-
ter in Changlimithang, 
Thimphu.

Tandin Wangchuk is 
the first Bhutanese play-
er to make the final of 
the tournament in the 

New Delhi, June 6 (PTI): 
Former world youth 
champion Sachin Si-
wach (49kg) was among 
the two Indian boxers 
to enter the quarterfi-
nals, while three others 
lost their opening-round 
bouts of the President's 

wouldn’t make a differ-
ence. A country being 
fined 22,000 pounds is 
just laughable.”

Rose, who will be ap-
pearing at his first World 
Cup, said his family were 
disappointed by his deci-
sion to ask them not to 
attend.

“My dad’s really upset. 
He said he may never get a 
chance again to come and 
watch me in a World Cup,” 
he said. “It’s really sad. 
Somehow Russia got the 
World Cup and we have to 
get on with it.”

Rose is the latest player 
to voice concerns about 
racism at the World Cup. 
His fellow fullback, Ash-
ley Young, said last week 
that England’s players had 
talked about the potential 
for racist abuse from spec-
tators.

Rose told the Standard 
players had discussed 
walking off the pitch in 
such an event. “Until it 
actually happens, and un-
der what circumstances, 
it’s hard to say what you’d 
actually do.”

men’s singles category. He 
was facing an opponent 
who had already won the 
tournament twice. Also 
in attendance at the final 
match was former tennis 
player from India, Vijay 
Amritraj.

Of the four editions 
of the India-Bhutan ten-
nis tournament, Vilasier 
Khate has won in the year 
2015, 2017, and this year’s 
singles title.

Vilasier and partner 
Patriza Tshering lost to 
Tenzing Singye Dorji and 
Mandhoj Pradhan 5-7, 
4-6 in the Lucky Mixed 
Doubles event finals.

“First of all I want to 
thank God, without him 
I won’t be anything. The 
tournament is getting bet-
ter every year and I want 
to thank the Bhutan Ten-
nis Federation” remarked 
Khate.

Over 70 players from 
Bhutan and India com-
peted in this year’s edition 
of the India-Bhutan Tennis 
Tournament. The tourna-
ment also marked the 50 
years of friendship be-
tween Bhutan and India.

Cup Tournament in As-
tana, Kazakhstan.

Sachin, who was vot-
ed the best youth boxer 
of the Asian Confedera-
tion last year, edged past 
local hope O Bayniyazov 
3-2 to make the last-eight 
stage last night.

Also advancing to the 
quarters was Devanshu 
Jaiswal in the light heavy-
weight (81kg) category. 
He defeated Belarus' 
Pavel Brazovskiy.

Bowing out with first-
round losses were Thom-
as Meitei Mayengbam 
(64kg), Dinesh dagar 
(69kg), and India Open 
gold-medallist Sanjeet 
(91kg).

Thomas was beaten 
0-5 by Thailand's Ma-
suk Wuttichai,  while 
Dinesh lost by a similar 
margin to Uzbekistan's 
Makhmud Gaipov. 

Sanjeet suffered a 
stunning knockout at the 
hands of Olympic silver-
medallist Vasily Levit. 
The punch that knocked 
out the Indian came in 
the second round, which 
was into its final minute.


