
KS Wotsami Complex, where the murder took place. 
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Author Rupa Chinai (R) with fellow journalist  Xavier Rutsa  Kohima 
on Monday.
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Volunteers segregating plastic waste during the Himalayan Cleanup Campaign at the Dimapur railway 
station on May 26.
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Triple murder in Dimapur 
sends chill across town

NNPGs end talks with New Delhi 

Reporter’s journal: Tracking the 
Northeast India’s protest movements 

NDPP justifies appointment of Mayang 
Lima as Vigilance Commissioner

World Environment Day 2018: curbing plastic use
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 26° 21°

Agartala 32° 25°

Gangtok 28° 16°

Guwahati 36° 25°

Imphal 28° 20°

Itanagar 34° 23°

Shillong 24° 19°

Delhi 41° 30°

Kolkata 34° 27°

Chennai 37° 27°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 26° 18°
DIMAPUR 34° 24°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 7mm 90%
DIMAPUR Nil 94%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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The difference between 
winning and losing is 

most often not quitting.

~ Walt Disney

"I'm sorry... we were told to 
get rid of all the plastic and 

pollutants today."

Mirror Takes

~ Arien

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, June 4: Three boys 
in their teens who were em-
ployed at hotel were found 
murdered inside a room at 
KS Wotsami Complex in Di-
mapur. thet are suspected to 
have been murdered by two 
of their ‘roommates’ .

The three boys were 
found lying in a pool of 
blood inside their room 
at KS Wotsami Complex, 
6th floor, located at Gola-
ghat Road on June 4. A po-
lice team from East Police 
Station reached the scene 
where they conducted an 
inquest and later shifted the 
bodies to Civil Hospital for 
post mortem. According to 
report from the caretaker, 
the five boys were employed 
at the hotel City Inn at Eros 
Lane.

The three deceased per-
sons have been identified 
as: Tateutui Newme from 
Nchan village in Peren; Tia 
Sangtam from Tethuze vil-
lage in Kiphire; and Hori 
Teron from Gaitor village, 
Assam.

Speaking to reporters, 
the Commissioner of Police, 
Dimapur, Limasunep Jamir 
stated that a criminal case 
has been registered at East 
Police Station; and a Special 
Investigation Team (SIT) 
has been formed led by the 
Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (Crime) for a 
thorough probe.

According to the em-
ployer, the five boys were 
given a room for accommo-
dation and they had been 
staying together for almost a 
month. She said that the five 
of them had been watch-
ing the TV till midnight. “I 
told them to sleep so that 
they could wake up early for 
morning’s work at the hotel,” 
she said. In the morning, 
she found that the door was 
locked from the outside. 

She said that the mur-
der could have occurred at 
around 2 to 3 am. A machete 
was found with blood stains 
all over it. The boys are sus-
pected to have fled through 
the bathroom window. Be-
cause they were at the sixth 
floor, the two accused per-
sons could not jump off right 
away and used bed-sheets to 
climb down and make their 
escape. 

The motive behind the 
murder was not known 
till the filing of this report. 
Some alleged that it could 
have been a matter of hatred 
borne for past some time. 
Some alleged they were 
murdered for cash and kind. 

Information from vari-
ous sources claimed that 
the incident was the third of 
such kind to have occurred 
at Wotsami Complex. Ear-
lier, a girl was killed and in 
another incident, a body-
guard was said to have killed 
himself.

Dimapur, June 4 (EMN): 
The Nationalist Democratic 
People’s Party (NDPP) has 
stated that the appointment 
of Mayang Lima as the Vigi-
lance Commissioner was 
in conformation with all 
prescribed rules.

“The NPF is in the habit 
of creating controversies 
where none exists and there-
fore, the appointment of 
Mr. Mayang Lima as the 
Vigilance Commissioner 
should not be blown out of 

Dimapur, June 4 (EMN): 
The working committee of 
the six Naga National Po-
litical Groups (NNPGs) has 
‘suspended all negotiation’ 
with the government of 
India until the latter ‘comes 
clean on the question of 
haphazard actions of its 
agencies’. 

A statement from the 
group asserted that ‘the 
raid by Assam Rifles at the 

residence of V Nagi, the 
general secretary of NNC 
(parent body)  and co-con-
vener, working committee 
had raised the question 
why Nagas cannot trust 
the GOI’. 

“The action of the men 
in uniform crossed all mor-
al and ethical values and it 
comes as a deep shock. The 
NNPG leaders concluded 
(sic) that it serves no pur-

pose to continue the dia-
logue since all the progress 
in the Indo-Naga political 
negotiations between the 
two entities appears to be 
a trivial matter on the part 
of GOI. The latest action 
of the Assam Rifles comes 
across as an insult to all 
section of Nagas who have 
come to trust the ongoing 
Political talks between GOI 
and NNPGs. 

“The WC also calls upon 
the Naga people to be vigi-
lant in the present time be-
cause the working commit-
tee believes that a cordial 
atmosphere extended in 
New Delhi must be ensured 
equally at Kohima or in any 
part of Naga homeland. 
Uniformed men going ber-
serk in Nagaland while talks 
are on in Delhi shows a 
betrayal of trust,” it stated. 

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, June 4 (EMN): A 
book titled ‘Understanding 
India’s Northeast- A Report-
er’s Journal’ authored by 
Mumbai-based independ-
ent journalist Rupa Chinai 
was launched here in Ko-
hima Monday afternoon at 
Symphony Cafe.

Chinai’s book recounts 
her personal interactions 
with indigenous commu-
nities living in India’s less-
er known and politically 
sensitive northeast region 
during the last more than 
thirty years. According to 
her, barriers of geography, 
culture and race have long 
separated the people of the 
northeast from those in 
the mainland and instead 
of bridging those gaps, the 
Indian state has consistently 
pushed these communities 
against a wall.

In about 350 pages, the 
veteran journalist tries to 
provide context to the vari-
ous protest movements of 
north-eastern groups in 
efforts to determine their 
own destiny while also talk-
ing about the diversity and 
complexity of inter-tribal 
relationships; of what it 
means for generations who 
have lived under the yolk 
of army as also insurgent 
excesses. The book also nar-
rates the vision of the com-
munities for their future, 
their environmental and 
health traditions and the 
egalitarian culture, which 
the author feels, hold much 
that the rest of India can 
learn from.

“Indian society ignores 
and even penalizes persons 
with independent minds 
before it discovers their 
value. The Indian media 
does likewise. Rupa Chinai, 
whose conscience is as ac-
tive as her pen, is a perfect 
example of this,” stated Ra-
jmohan Gandhi, historian 
and writer, in the foreword 
of the book. Chinai is said 
to have faced censures from 
different media groups she 
had worked for in the past. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, June 4: As India 
play host to this year’s World 
Environment Day (WED), 
Nagaland is also gearing 
up to commemorate the 
day along with the rest of 
the world to contribute to 
the global attempt to end 
plastic use.

The founder and execu-
tive secretary of Sustainable 
Development Forum Naga-
land (SDFN), Amba Jamir 
spoke to Eastern Mirror and 
informed that 97% of waste 
collected was plastic dur-
ing the recently concluded 
Himalayan campaign in 
which 12 mountain states 
of the country participated. 

Jamir pointed out the 
importance of changing 
one’s lifestyle to generate 
less waste, or “zero waste” 
as he put it. 

“The government and 
organisations should adopt 
Zero Waste Management,” 
he implied. He further add-
ed that in nature, nothing 

is waste; it is humans who 
have created things that 
do not go back to nature. 
“Many waste materials like 
plastic do not go back to 
nature and it becomes a 
foreign object to nature,” he 
remarked.

When asked about what 
measures Nagaland needs 
to take to generate less 
waste, Jamir proposed that 
apart from changing the life-
style, he urged consumers to 
ask questions such as “Do I 
really need this?” or “what 
lifestyle should I adopt that 
will not create waste?” 

 “At the end of the day 
it is not about waste, it is 
about a way of living,” he 
said while reminding that 
even sea salt is contaminat-
ed with plastic molecules. 
“We must learn to refuse 
and reduce before reuse and 
recycle,” he said.  

He also made known 
that  mult i-corporates 
should be aware of the mul-
ti-layered harms of plastic 

being used in their packag-
ing. “A simple biscuit has a 
box as the outer layer and 

then inside is the biscuit 
wrapped in another layer of 
plastic”

He urged and encour-
aged citizens to have the 
responsibility to learn to 

	 Every	year	the	world	uses	500	billion	plastic	bags
	 Each	year,	at	least	8	million	tonnes	of	plastic	end	up	in	

the	oceans,	the	equivalent	of	a	full	garbage	truck	every	
minute.

	 In	the	last	decade,	we	produced	more	plastic	than	in	
the	whole	last	century

	 50	percent	of	the	plastic	we	use	is	single-use	or	dispos-
able

	 We	buy	1	million	plastic	bottles	every	minute.
	 Plastic	makes	up	10%	of	all	of	the	waste	we	generate.

Plastic Pollution facts: 

take care of waste. “We must 
also reduce the pressure on 
the municipality, they have 
a lot to clean up,” he said.

According to Living for 
Environment (LiFE), the 
brand audit survey for the 
Himalayan Campaign in 
Nagaland on May 26 was 
conducted after and under 
the plastic waste category, 
the disposables dominat-
ed with a staggering 3970 
pieces from only 23 sacks 
weighing 210 kilos. Multi-
layered plastics and other 
non-branded plastics with 
1820 and 569 pieces respec-
tively were the second and 

third offenders. 
As with any region, non 

smokable tobacco was the 
highest with brands like 
Talab and Dilbagh ranking 
in the top position in the 
brand category with 820 
pieces. Greenfield Lassi 
and ORS took the second 
position with 88 pieces. 
Third position went to 
Rum Pum with 87 pieces. 
Surprisingly according to 
LiFE NGO, reports also 
showed that the number of 
polyethylene terephthalate 
or popularly known as PET 
bottles was very less com-
pared to the rest.

proportion to gain cheap 
political mileage. The ap-
pointment was in confor-
mation with all prescribed 
rules on the appointment 
of the State Vigilance Com-
missioner. Further, he was 
selected keeping in mind his 
unblemished track record 
and integrity as a legal lumi-
nary and a former Principal 
District & Sessions Judge 
and is believed to be the 
best suited person for the 
post of State Vigilance Com-
missioner. 

“ The NPF Spokesper-
son's attempts to cast as-
persions upon Mr. Mayang 
Lima by trying to implicate 
his name in the ongoing 
CBI inquiry into the con-
struction of the new High 
Court building at Meriema 
is unfounded and unbe-
coming of a person who 

himself is from the legal 
profession. Such wild al-
legations against a person 
of outstanding track record 
without any evidence to 
substantiate upon is not 
only preposterous and un-
called for but can also invite 
legal action,” a statement 
from the party on Monday 
read.  “With regard to the 
NPF accusing the NDPP of 
‘playing Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde’, the NDPP reiterates 
once again that the Party 
had never filed a FIR against 
the President of the NPF on 
the 22nd of May or on any 
other date either by Mr. Pra-
sielie Pienyu, the election 
agent of the PDA Candidate 
nor by any other member of 
the Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party as alleged 
by the Naga Peoples Front 
Party.

“Mr. Prasilie Pienyu was 
assigned by the NDPP to act 
as the official election agent 
of the PDA Candidate to the 
Lok Sabha bye-elections 
and in his capacity as the 
election agent had filed a 
complaint to the Election 
Commission of India on the 
19th of May 2018 against Dr. 
Shurhozelie Liezietsu the 
President of the NPF. He had 
filed the complaint by virtue 
of being the election agent 
and not in his personal ca-
pacity. Here, the main issue 
is not about an FIR being 
filed or about an individual, 
but it is about a so-called 
seniormost leader - who was 
being projected as a states-
man by his party - making 
provocative speeches on the 
grounds of religion to incite 
communal disharmony,” it 
stated. 

“While she was with 
another media group, her 
keenness to bring the harsh 
realities in India’s northeast 
to the notice of the Indian 
‘heartland’ was objected to, 
and she was asked to focus 
on less controversial mat-
ters. But Rupa was not easily 
deflected...,” Gandhi wrote. 
He points out that the gen-
eral Indian attitude towards 
the northeast is marked 
with ignorance and indif-
ference, that opinions are 
held about the region and 
its communities without 
knowing them. He goes on 
to state that Chinai’s survey 
would help in filling the gap, 
and commended the book 
as a ‘journal of a reporter of 
rare qualities, focussing on 
a region of rare importance’. 

During the book launch, 
Chinai said her book not 
just talks about the conflict 
in the region but also about 
what is happening to the 
people in the region, what 
is damaging their inherent 
cultural knowledge and her-
itage, as also about the lives 
that she encountered and 
wanted to record to honour 
them. Someone who has 
written widely about two 
neglected areas of Indian 
journalism : the northeast 
India and public health, she 
said she had preferred to 
pursue her work not on loy-
alty to the media house(s) 
but loyalty to the people 
who were suffering.

Underscoring the need 
to create spaces for conver-

sations between the peo-
ple of the region and the 
rest of the country, she said 
there is now a huge interest 
and goodwill in ‘the rest 
of India’ to listen to the re-
gion. She emphasized the 
need to think together crea-
tive methods about how 
to strengthen the identity, 
heritage and history of the 
communities, and their 
visions. 

‘Relevant and Timely’
According to peace activist 
Niketu Iralu, who officially 
released ‘Understanding In-
dia’s Northeast- A Reporter’s 
Journal’, the book was being 
released at an appropriate 
time in meeting a press-
ing need in the ‘worsening 
crisis of Nagaland and the 
NE region’. 

He said the book is 
about the urgent issue of 
starting, deepening and 
widening understanding 
among peoples in situations 
of longstanding conflict, 
so that their formidable 
difficulties become their 
common strength instead 
of causing their destruction. 

Iralu also talked about 
how he and his wife had, 
everytime they welcomed 
Chinai to Nagaland, won-
dered about the highly 
demanding long journeys 
she made over the years 
from her affluent home in 
Mumbai to pursue her deep 
convictions and commit-
ment for the sake of bring-
ing about a better life and 

better understanding of the 
dignity and self-respect of 
numerous obscure people 
far away from her comfort-
able home and community. 

“She has survived the 
wear and tear of the travels 
so well because of the clar-
ity of her commitment and 
purpose of life ‘to see the 
whole picture’ in order to 
help properly. After reading 
the book you will realize that 
the author from Mumbai 
knows about the peoples 
of our region much more 
intimately than many of 
us know about our own 
region,” Iralu said.

The understanding of 
the northeast region that the 
author has sought in order 
to convey it to the people of 
India and their government 
in Delhi is strikingly free 
from pressure for achieving 
the needed solutions, he 
stated, adding that is why 
the stories are captivating 
and hope-giving. 

The octogenarian peace 
activist, who had a preview 
of the book, said it was very 
much about a better future 
for the region and all con-
cerned with that challenge. 
Therefore, he shared what 
he called ‘a thought or two’ 
about the stalemate in the 
search for a settlement (to 
the Indo-Naga political is-
sue) that has greatly agitated 
all the Nagas for a long time: 
“Our leaders have to make 
sure the increased tension 
that has undeniably come 
into the discussions made 
more dangerous by acri-
monious blaming and con-
demnation of one another 
do not result in our resorting 
to use of force and violence 
again.”

Asserting that every-
one has, without excep-
tion, in their different ways 
contributed to the society, 
politics, religion, culture, 
economy and all else they 
have today which threaten 
to bring them down, the ac-
tivist maintained that there 
was no room for blaming 
one another.
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Livestock farmers advised to maintain 
hygiene as production standard

Minister assures more seats for MBBS & BDS

Phek Govt. College organises seminar 

AR undertakes civic action programmes

Peren bodies felicitate 
meritorious students

Cornerstone School felicitates principal Organisations condemn murder

54 graduate from Kohima Bible College

SSA teachers to launch agitation

Resource persons and participants pose for a group photograph during the training at the SASRD, in Medziphema on May 30.

The speaker, along with the faculty members and graduating students, poses for a group photograph during the graduation 
programme in Kohima.

Members of the All Nagaland College Students’ Union along with the minister of Health and Family Welfare.

Resource persons and the trainees after the career seminar at Phek Government College on June 2.

Students and staff of Cornerstone School and College during the felicitation programme that was conducted in honour of its principal 
receiving a doctorate.

Tuophezou union to felicitate students  
Tuophezou Students’ Union (TSU) has announced to organise 
its 6th felicitation programme on June 9 at 12 noon at Nousi 
auditorium, Niathu Resort, Chumukedima, Dimapur. All the 
HSLC/ HSSLC successful candidates from all its affiliated 
units are requested to attend the programme positively. The 
organisation informed that Hekani Jakhalu Kense, founder 
and chairperson of governing council, YouthNet, has kindly 
consented to grace the occasion as the speaker. 

DRSU to mobilise membership
Dimapur Rengma Students’ Union (DRSU) has announced 
to collect its annual membership beginning from June 5. 
Informing this in a press release, the union education and 
statistical secretary, Nony Semy, general secretary Noel Thong, 
and the information secretary Yhuntelo Tep have informed all 
the respective area representatives to mobilise their members 
to ensure success of the programme. 

Leo Club to host orientation
Leo Club of Dimapur has announced to organise a career 
orientation programme titled ‘Udaan’ on June 7 at 9:30 am at 
Latika complex, Nyamo Lotha Road, Dimapur. LCD has invited 
all the students, who have appeared Class XII or Graduation 
(final semester) exams this year to attend the programme. 
All the interested candidates are asked to contact its project 
chairperson, Rishab Chabra on phone nos. 9862765244 and 
7005213132 for necessary information.

Health camp held in Saptiqa
To strengthen healthcare facilities and to deliver the same 
at the doorstep of the public in rural areas, Mobile Medical 
Unit (MMU) team comprising of Dr. Kihito, Dr. Kipito, Dr. 
Shikatoli, Dr. Imsongienla, Shekho Sophie, has conducted a 
health camp in Saptiqa under Zunheboto district on June 2. 
Saptiqa PHC covers three surrounding villages and is one of 
the hard to reach area under Zunheboto district. During the 
camp, the medical team had administered health check-up 
to 115 patients. Besides, it has distributed medicine free of 
cost to the patients.

‘Hope Cafe’ opens in Dimapur
Hope Cafe, an initiative of Eden Enterprises and Ministry that 
employs and empowers the differently abled, was launched 
on June 4 by Imnatiba Jamir, advisor of Industry, NIDC, and 
chairman of Mokokchung District Planning and Development 
Board. The dedication prayer and blessing was pronounced by 
Rev. Hevukhu Achumi, WSBAK executive secretary. The cafe is 
located next to ICICI bank at Midland, opposite Dimapur Club.

Language officers training underway
A seven-day training programme on language and culture for 
language officers and assistant language officers, organised 
by the Centre for Naga Tribal Language Studies (CNTLS) under 
Nagaland University (NU) got underway at Kohima campus on 
June 4. The training would culminate on June 11, stated the 
course director Dr. L Bijenkumar Singh.

NTC convenes meeting 
Nagaland Tribes Council (NTC) has convened a meeting of 
its executives and advisors in its office in Kohima on June 6 
at 11 am. The organisation has requested all its concerned 
members to attend the meeting without fail.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, June 4 (EMN): In 
order to translate livestock 
farming into a profitable 
and successful unit, farm-
ers were advised to main-
tain proper sanitation to 
keep away common dis-
eases in order avoid health 
problems of the animals. 

This  concern was 
spelled out during a 
“hands on training on 
livestock farm sanitation’ 
organised by ICAR-All In-

dia Coordinated Research 
Project on pig, Nagaland 
Centre, Department of 
Livestock Production & 
Management, School of 
Agricultural Sciences and 
Rural Development, Na-
galand University-Medz-
iphema campus, on May 
30 for the students, animal 
attendants and farm staff. 

Welcoming the par-
ticipant and the resource 
persons, Dr. M Catherine 

Rutsa, assistant profes-
sor, gave a brief introduc-
tion on the importance 
of sanitation in livestock 
farming using suitable 
disinfectant. He advised 
that disinfectants should 
be properly diluted follow-
ing the manual instruc-
tions and labels provided 
by the manufacturer and 
use them judiciously for 
efficient result.

She warned that disin-

fectant could cause more 
harm to the livestock and 
the animal attendants 
rather than doing good if 
it is followed accordingly. 
She has, therefore, urged 
the participants to rigidly 
follow the instructions in 
order to avoid any physical 
harm to themselves and 
economy loss.

Dr. R Zuyie, assistant 
professor and department 
of LPM, has stressed on 

the importance of bio-
security as a holistic ap-
proach to prevent entry 
and spread of disease in a 
particular area especially 
the animal farms.

Dr. Nizamudin, as-
sociate professor and 
HoD department of LPM, 
stressed on the necessity 
of cleanliness while work-
ing and handling livestock 
to prevent contacting and 
spreading diseases. 

Dr. Kekhrietsolie Key-
ho, JRF of ICAR-AICRP 
on pig, department of 
livestock production and 
management, NU-SASRD, 
conducted the technical 
cum practical training 
in the farm. It included 
preparation of detergents, 
different concentration of 
disinfectants commonly 
used in the farm as foot 
dip, cleaning of farm uten-
sils, wound dressing etc 
and safe storage system of 
disinfectants.

Resource persons have 
cleared doubts from the 
participants. They were 
encouraged to carry out 
the sanitation work in the 
animal shed with confi-
dence and fight against 
the common animal dis-
eases. The training con-
cluded with vote of thanks 
by Dr. M Catherine Rutsa.

Dimapur, June 4 (EMN): 
The 2010 and 2013 batch-
es of the Nagaland Sarva 
Shiksha Abhiyan Teach-
ers’ Association (NSSATA) 
has decided to launch 
its third phase agitation 
with effect from June 6 at 
the directorate of school 
education, Kohima, in 
the form of sit in protest 
accusing the state govern-
ment of failure to fulfil its 
demands. 

The association has 
resented the indifferent 
attitude of the state gov-
ernment for failing ad-
dress its genuine demand 
despite launching its first 
and second agitations 

from May 2 to 5. 
The association, in a 

press release issued by its 
president, Penthungo Y 
Yanthan, and the general 
secretary, Vinoka Sohe, 
have directed all its mem-
bers from all the districts 
to report at the directorate 
of school education, Ko-
hima, at 8 am on June 6.

The association fur-
ther cautioned that strin-
gent action would be initi-
ated against its members 
failing to attend proposed 
agitation programme. The 
association has further 
sought support and coop-
eration from the public in 
their fight for justice.

Dimapur, June 4 (EMN): A 
day-long career guidance 
seminar was organised 
at the Phek Government 
College on June 2. The 
programme was organ-
ised by the college’s career 
guidance and counselling 
committee, an update on 
Monday informed. 

While speaking on ca-
reer prospects in different 
sectors, deputy commis-
sioner, Phek, Shanavas C, 
said there is a huge scope 
of career opportunity in 
private sector especially 
with India emerging as 
the largest economy in the 

sub-continent. 
Gideon L Sumi, dis-

trict employment officer, 
presented about the skill 
development and its em-
ployability in the state. 
He said that apart from 
college degree, skills could 
meet economic and social 
challenges thereby bridg-
ing the gap between edu-
cation and training.

Phek’s superintendent 
of police, Dr. Naieem Mus-
tafa Mansury, mentioned 
about the challenges and 
hurdles faced by an as-
pirants in public service 
examinations. He spoke 

about the different stages 
of civil service examina-
tions and how to prepare 
for those stages. He added 
that self-belief and com-
mitment are important as-
pects while preparing for 
civil service examination. 

Another resource per-
son Col. RK Vikram, com-
mandant of the 22 Assam 
Rifles, spoke about the 
career prospects and av-
enues in armed forces. 
He asserted that passion 
and commitment are the 
key ingredients in pur-
sue of career in defence 
services.

Dimapur, June 4 (EMN): 
Na g a  Pe o p l e’s  Fro n t 
(NPF) has condemned 
the brutal killing of the 
three youth which was 
allegedly committed by 
two Karbi persons in Di-
mapur on June 4. 

NPF alleged that the 
state has witnessed ran-
dom killings, extortion 
on business commu-
nity, raping of women 
and minor girls after the 
People’s Democratic Alli-
ance (PDA) took over the 
government. Condemn-
ing the recent factional 
killings in Arunachal 
Pradesh, the party has 
appealed to the Naga 
Political Groups to main-
tain peace among the 
group. Further, the par-

ty also called for total 
ceased of gun culture 
among the Naga fac-
tions.

NPF has urged the 
government to focus 
more on real develop-
ment that will benefit the 
entire populace.

Meanwhile, the Ze-
liang People’s Organisa-
tion of Nagaland (ZPO) 
has condemned the al-
leged ‘cold blooded’ mur-
ders of the three youth on 
June 4 in Dimapur. 

ZPO has appealed the 
law enforcing agency to 
carry out the probe at the 
earliest and booked the 
culprits to avoid further 
escalation of problems 
on communal and tribal 
lines.

Dimapur, June 4 (EMN): 
Mokokchung battalion 
of the Assam Rifles has 
conducted a lecture cum 
awareness programme 
on ‘Drug free Nagaland’ 
at  Government High 
School, Wakching, on 
May 26.         

T h e  A s s a m  R i f l e s 
press release stated that 
various aspects of emo-
tional, social and finan-
cial burden caused by 
drug addict on the whole 
family were highlighted 
during the lecture. It add-
ed that various measures 
to be taken to keep the 
young generation away 
from the evils of drug use 
were emphasised upon. 

The release further 
stated that the school 
authority and villagers 

have promised to create 
awareness and keep the 
village drug free. A total 
of 35 of student and four 
staff of Government High 
School, Wakching, at-
tended the lecture.

In a separate pro-
gramme, Kiphire battal-
ion of the Assam Rifles 
has organised a draw-
ing competition on the 
theme “HIV/AIDS” at 
Saramati High School, 
Kiphire, on May 31.

According to the As-
sam Rifles press release, 
the programme was or-
ganised with an aim to 
create awareness about 
the menace of HIV/ AIDS. 
It stated that Capt IPS 
Chahal had addressed 
the students and staff 
before the event. 

A total of 37 students 
took part in the competi-
tion and concluded with 
the prize distribution.

In yet another pro-
gramme, Zunhebotto 
battalion of the Assam 
Rifles has organised a 
lecture on the occasion of 
Anti-tobacco Day at Kid-
ding village on May 31.

The aim of the event 
was to create awareness 
about the harmful effects 
of tobacco on individu-
als and society at large. 
It stated that a total of 45 
villagers attended the lec-
ture followed by informal 
interaction with Assam 
Rifles personnel. 

I t  a d d e d  t h a t  a l l 
the participants have 
pledged to make the vil-
lage tobacco free.

Dimapur, June 4 (EMN): 
Cornerstone School and 
College has organised a 
felicitation programme 
in honour of its princi-
pal, Dr. Sentisangla Im-

song, for achieving the 
doctorate degree from 
ICFAI.

She is the first person 
from ICFAI University, 
Nagaland, to complete 

the PhD and received 
ICSSR doctoral fellow-
ship, New Delhi. She re-
ceived the award for her 
thesis titled ‘A study on 
the traditional system of 

self-governance among 
the Ao-Nagas.’ She has 
contributed four jour-
nals; of which one is for 
international publica-
tion.

Dimapur, June 4 (EMN): Peren 
Council (PC)- apex body of 
all Peren villages, Peren Gov-
ernment Employees’ Union 
(PGEU), Peren Baptist Mipui 
Nkwa (PBMN), Peren Youth 
Federation (PYF), and Peren 
Students’ Union (PSU) have 
jointly organised a felicitation 
programme for the successful 
students of HSLC and HSSLC 
2018 at Peren Baptist Mipui 
Kangbau Hall, Peren town, on 
June 4 at 11 am.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Dr. Ndangkie Ndang, secretary 
of Peren council, congratulated 
the students on their success in 
the HSLC and HSSLC examina-
tions. In his exhortation, Ndang 
encouraged the students to be 
an asset to the society and not 
to be a liability. He expounded 
that students ought to give back 
to the society what they have 

learnt throughout the process 
of education. 

In general, Ndang asked the 
students community to follow 
their hearts desire in choosing 
their career.

Dr. Zieleigai Ndang, pres-
ident of Peren Government 
Employees’ Union (PGEU) fe-
licitated the successful students 
by presenting a gift as a sign of 
gratitude and encouragement. 

The successful candidates 
were blessed by the pastors Rev. 
Suitei, Dr. Hiazuheing and Hi-
arwa Sephe.

The programme was marked 
with presentation of special 
number from Lungsigong and 
his colleagues. The programme 
was chaired by Rampauyi and 
P David. The vote of thanks 
and benediction were delivered 
by Kiezeuh Sephe and Hiarwa 
Sephe respectively.

Dimapur, June 4 (EMN): Alto-
gether 54 students from Kohima 
Bible College (KBC) were com-
missioned into God’s ministry 
on completion of their studies. 

The theologians were com-
missioned on the 44th gradua-
tion ceremony held in its college 
premises recently. Out of the 
total 54 students, 10 were from 
Master of Divinity (M.Div) and 
44 from Bachelor of Theology 

(B.Th).
The graduation was led by 

Faustin Fernando, lead pastor 
of Catch the Fire, Mississauga 
Campus, Canada, as the convo-
cation speaker. 

Addressing the Class of 2018, 
Faustin called upon the gradu-
ates to be excited and enthu-
siastic for the labour in the 
ministry they are called for with 
every knowledge and holiness. 

He charged them to walk in 
the calling with diligence and 
faithfulness. 

Rev Zotuo Kiewhuo, college’s 
principal, and Mrs Abeiü con-
ferred awards the students. The 
highest honourary award of the 
college ‘Rev Neihulie Angami 
Award’ were received by Kamei 
Naomi from Master of Divinity 
and Mhasilenuo Seyie from the 
Bachelor of Theology class.

Dimapur, June 4 (EMN): 
State minister of health 
and family welfare has as-
sured to pursue with the 
central government more 
seats for MBBS and BDS 
from the state.

T h e  m i n i s t e r  h a s 
made this assurance to 
the All Nagaland College 
Students’ Union (ANCSU) 
officials which met him in 
his official residence on 
June 4.

In a joint press re-
lease, ANCSU general 

secretary, Vimeyiekho 
Vitso, and the assistant 
general secretary, Im-
nameren N Jamir stated 
that the minister has seri-
ously taken into account 
of their demand in the 
larger interest of the stu-
dents’ community. The 
minister also informed 
the visiting officials that 
a meeting was convened 
on the said subject with 
his department officials.

He has further assured 
writing to the union min-

ister of health and fam-
ily welfare for acquiring 
more MBBS & BDS seats. 
The minister added that 
he along with his officers 
would leave early next 
week to meet and pursue 
the matter with the higher 
authority at centre.

Meanwhile, ANCSU 
has appreciated the con-
cerned minister for taking 
serious note of its rep-
resentation in the larger 
interest of the Naga stu-
dents.
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LS Jamir speaking at the launch of law books and digitization of the legal services clinic at Kohima on June 4.

Governor urges for plastic free Nagaland

NTC questions government 
relation with political 
negotiation vis-a-vis raids

Kohima Law College’s library gets a facelift

Opposition denounces appointment of vigilance commissioner 
STATE

Dimapur, June 4 (EMN): Drawing 
attention to the government ap-
pointing retired principal district 
& session judge Mayang Lima as 
vigilance commissioner of the 
Nagaland State Vigilance Com-
mission, opposition leader TR 
Zeliang has stated that said post 
was created through a cabinet 
resolution on April 9 1976.

In a letter addressed to the 
governor of Nagaland, Zeliang 
claimed that the government in 
its wisdom had decided to equate 
the status of the state vigilance 
commissioner with that of the 
chairman of Nagaland Public 
Service Commission. 

The former chief minister said 
that the state Vigilance Com-
mission should be a high-level 
commission headed by a retired 
high court judge or retired senior 
executive officer independent of 
government departments with 
autonomous status like the state 
public service commission. 

Zeliang pointed out that the 
resolution had assigned the state 
vigilance commission with ‘heavy 
responsibilities and duties which 
were more serious than what had 
been assigned with the state pub-
lic service commission.’ 

Zeliang has challenged the 
appointment of Mayang Lima as 
vigilance commissioner, on the 
following grounds: the impugned 

notification was issued in ‘clear 
violation of clause 4 (a) of the 
resolution as the appointee was 
neither a retired high court judge 
nor a retired senior executive of-
ficer.’ 

Further, the opposition leader 
stated, the impugned notification 
suggested that it was a political 
reward ascribing on the appoint-
ee’s political loyalty to the ruling 
the NDPP in Nagaland as Lima 
contested the 2018 general elec-
tion as a Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party candidate from 
22nd Arkakong assembly constit-
uency in Mokokchung district. He 
stated that the appointment of a 
political person as vigilance com-
missioner, in the State Vigilance 
Commission, was a clear attempt 
on the part of the present govern-
ment to defeat the sole purpose of 
the resolution.

Likewise, Zeliang stated that 
the appointment procedures for 
vigilance commissioner in par-
ticular and the office of state / 
central vigilance commission in 
general was of great significance 
as it played a vital role in checking 
corruption. The statement from 
the opposition stated: ‘The ap-
pointment of a central vigilance 
commissioner and vigilance com-

missioners are: (1) The central 
vigilance commissioner and the 
vigilance commissioners shall be 
appointed by the president by a 
warrant under his hand and seal 
provided that every appointment 
under this sub-section shall be 
made after obtaining the recom-
mendation of a committee con-
sisting of (a) the prime minister 
as chairperson;  the minister of 
Home Affairs as member;  the 
Leader of the Opposition in the 
House of the People as  member. 

‘The leader of the opposition 
in the House of the People shall, 
when no such leader has been so 
recognised, include the leader 
of the single largest group in op-
position of the government in the 
House of the People,’ Zeliang’s 
statement stated.  He was of the 
opinion that the impugned no-
tification was abuse of ‘extent of 
executive power of the state.’

Considering the facts as pre-
scribed in the resolution, the 
opposition leader declared that 
the authority should revoke the 
notification of June 1 2018. 

The opposition leader has 
appealed to the governor to ‘con-
vince’ the present government to 
bring legislation in the form of a 
‘Nagaland State Vigilance Com-

mission act’ in the interest of 
the people of Nagaland. Zeliang 
expressed full political support in 
the assembly to bring about said 
legislation.

Threat to take legal 
recourse   

Zeliang warned that if the 
authority fails to revoke the noti-
fication within a period of seven 
days from the date of receipt of 
this letter, the opposition would 
approach the court of law for 
redress.

Also, in a separate letter to the 
governor, the Naga People’s Front 
has expressed discontentment at 
the appointment of Mayang Lima 
as the state’s new vigilance com-
missioner, a retired principal dis-
trict & sessions judge. the party 
has demanded revocation of the 
appointment within one week. 

The NPF has appealed to the 
authority to follow the rules and 
consider the matter according to 
provisions of the law. The party 
alleged that the appointment 
of Lima was in total violation of 
existing norms stipulated by the 
Central Vigilance Commission 
Act of 2003. The leader of opposi-
tion was not taken into consulta-
tion and that the candidate was 

a member of the NDPP who had 
contested in the recent general 
elections from 22nd Arkakong 
constituency in Mokokchung dis-
trict, it stated. The party claimed 
that nepotism played a part in the 
appointment.

According to the NPF media 
cell’s statement that was received 
here on Monday, the Central Vigi-
lance Commission Act of 2003, 
section-41 clause-1 of sub-clause  
that to appoint a vigilance com-
missioner, the approval of the 
leader of opposition was manda-
tory. The act has been violated by 
the authority, the NPF stated.

The NPF declared that the 
party was rejecting in the outright 
the appointment of Mayang Lima 
as vigilance commissioner. The 
party reminded the PDA (People’s 
Democratic Alliance) government 
that the vigilance commissioner 
was not a political post but a stat-
utory post. The NPF expressed 
strong resentment and expressed 
regret that the opposition leader 
was not consulted as it was ex-
pected and that the government 
had failed technically. 

Criticises ‘random 
appointments’

Another press release on Mon-

day from the NPF’s MLA Im-
kong L Imchen also slammed the 
Bharatiya Janata Party-led (BJP) 
PDA  for what it called random 
appointments.

‘The govt.  of the day pro-
claimed that it is committed to 
bring about austerity measures 
in the state by limiting expendi-
ture from the State Exchequer by 
dispensing various unnecessary 
appointments and streamlining 
expenditures. However, it has 
started random appointments,’ 
the press release stated.

The press release was signed 
by Imchen, the spokesperson of 
the NPF Legislature Party. 

The legislators had a meet-
ing in the legislators’ home in 
Kohima on June 4 and reviewed 
various prevalent situations in 
the Nagaland, the press release 
informed. 

The NPF stated that 13 non-
elected persons were appointed 
in the capacity and ranks of cabi-
net and minister of state and the 
government was refusing to dis-
close the facilities being provided 
to them in the public domain as 
was committed in their policy 
of “transparency and account-
ability.” Except for removing 
nameplates, the NPF alleged, the 
PDA government had ‘increased 
VIP culture,’ the opposition la-
mented.

and hunger’ to know and learn 
more about laws, only then 
one can become a good stu-
dent and lawyer in the future. 

Jamir said all may not be-
come law panelist, however, 
pointed that with their skills 
and acquired knowledge they 
must be able to help and up-
lift the downtrodden and 
under privilege people in the 
state.

The president of Kohima 
Law College, Akang Ao de-
scribing the students and 
‘potential game changer’ of 
the society has urged them to 
work hard for themselves and 
success in their future career, 
adding that their success will 
ultimately add to the image of 
the college.

He also requested the 
teaching staff to put their best 
efforts for the welfare of the 
students and assured of all 
possible help from the man-
agement for the welfare its 
staff, students and the college.

The programme was fol-
lowed by a mass social work 
by the students and faculty 
in and around the college 
premises.

K-1748

OPP. SBI CHUMUKEDIMA BRANCH

COME & SHOP FOR GROCERY ITEMS, GIFT ITEM, KOREAN COSMETICS, 
PACKAGED FOOD ITEM & MANY MORE.....

WE HAVE A PET CORNER

FOR THE HEALTH CONSCIOUS WE HAVE KIVA AYURVEDA HEALTH SHOTS 
FOR THE FIRST TIME IN NAGALAND & BUBBLE BOBA TEA TO REFRESH AND 

REJUVENATE YOUR HEALTH

 FOR YOUR COMPANION

AND A CAFE CORNER TO RELAX & TRY OUT OUR
LATTEE’S, MOCHA’S, FRESH JUICES ETC...

DP
-4

32

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, June 4 (EMN):  In a 
much needed move, Kohima 
Law College library was up-
graded with more than 500 
books comprising of both 
general and legal through gen-
erous donor, the Sarvahitey 
Foundation, a non-govern-
mental organization based in 
New Delhi working for chari-
table purposes.

‘Sarvahitey’ which means 
the well being of all is said 
to have taken up several ini-
tiatives to improve the quality 
of education for the under-
privileged by expanding its 
mission to Nagaland through 
up-gradation of libraries and 
developing it into a commu-
nity centers.

The up-gradation of the li-
brary in the college was made 
possible through the partner-
ship of the Foundation and 
Nagaland Legal Service Au-
thority (NLSA). Earlier, it has 
introduced its library project 
in Mokokchung and Tuensang 
districts.

Launching the law books 
and digitization of legal serv-
ices clinic, LS Jamir, judge 

Dimapur, June 4 (EMN): The gov-
ernor of Nagaland, PB Acharya has 
called on the people of the state to 
take care of the earth, to rededicate 
the commitment towards preserva-
tion and protection of the pristine 
environment and to create a plastic 
free Nagaland.

 Governor in a message stated 
that each year World Environment 
Day is organized around a theme 
that focuses attention on a par-
ticularly pressing environmental 
concern and the theme for 2018 is 
“Beat Plastic Pollution.” 

He called for citizens to come 
together and combat one of the 
greatest environmental challenges: 

curbing plastic usage. 
World Environment Day is ob-

served every year to raise global 
awareness for protection of Mother 
Nature and Planet Earth and also to 
take positive environmental actions, 
he reminded.   

Acharya has appealed to all gov-
ernment departments and agencies, 
educational institutions, nature lov-
ers, industrialists, corporate leaders, 
traders, NGOs to come forward and 
spread awareness about plastic pol-
lution and its prevention.  

Environment might be one of 
the most important treasures we 
have and we must all play our role 
in preserving it, the message added.

Dimapur, June 4 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Tribes Coun-
cil (NTC) has questioned 
the stand of the Nagaland 
government in relation with 
political negotiation vis-à-
vis raids being carried out by 
the India security forces in 
the state. 

The council also ques-
tioned the involvement of 
the Nagaland police in the 
recent raid of NNC ‘secretary’ 
V Nagi’s house at Jotsoma on 
June 2.

A press statement issued 
by the NTC media cell on 
Monday, stated that such 
provocative action can ham-
per the process of negotia-
tion and alleged that the par-
ticipation of Nagaland Police 
is indeed dubious.

“Although NTC remained 
stoic silent on the past inci-
dents of raids of homes of 
few leaders in the hope that 
better sense on the part of 
security forces would pre-
vail for the sack of peace 
in Nagaland and beyond, 
the relentless provocations 
including the recent raid of 
NNC (parent body) Secretary 
V Nagi’s house at Jotsoma has 
ultimately created its share of 
distrust between the GOI and 
Working Committee which is 
a matter of serious concern,” 
the press release stated. 

The council said that all 
through these years, every 
successive government in-
cluding the People’s Demo-
cratic Alliance made repeat-
ed pledges to support the 
ongoing political negotiation 
between the NNPGs and 
GOI. 

The NTC pointed out that 
the purpose of having cease-
fire and political negotiation 
is to end the political turmoil 

that has been rocking the 
entire Notheast region for 
decades and to bring about 
normalcy and peace to this 
part of the country.

 “One is perplexed at 
times when the GOI applies 
the ‘carrot and stick’ policy 
by provoking the promi-
nent leaders of NNPGs who 
are officially engaged with 
GOI through raids of their 
homes by security forces in 
the name of keeping law and 
order,” the NTC stated. 

Stating that the NTC 
believes that those victims 
in particular and everyone 
who upholds the principles 
of ceasefire deserves better 
treatment than doubting and 
undermining their position, 
the council said that ‘what 
NTC does not understand is 
how bullying and provoca-
tive raids can virtually pave 
way for sustainable peace in 
the region.’

The council asserted that 
‘the worst of all is the reaction 
of the working committee to 
keep the ongoing negotia-
tion process on suspension 
till the GOI gives clarification 
on its stance.’ It stated that 
the posture adopted by the 
committee is justifiable for 
the fact that negotiation has 
to be wholesome and not 
double standard.

“How NTC has been 
working all these while is to 
see that nothing derails the 
process of negotiation till 
it attains logical result,” the 
press release stated.

Further, the NTC urged 
the GOI to come out with 
clear cut policy without any 
ambiguity if at all it intends 
to fulfill its commitment on 
the negotiation and end with 
solution on time. 

of Gauhati High Court and 
executive chairman of NSLSA 
at the college on June 4, was 
optimistic that the books will 
go a long way in enabling 
the students to have a proper 
knowledge not only about 
laws but also of life.

Urging the students to 

make the best use of the li-
brary and books, Jamir said the 
library is where the students 
will develop their knowledge 
and empower them in their 
studies and future.

With tremendous changes 
and progress in today’s world 
through digitization in al-

most all aspects of life, Jamir 
expressed that digitization of 
legal services clinic in the col-
lege will help the students and 
the faculty in their day-to-day 
activities.

Also advising the students, 
Jamir maintained that a law 
student must have the ‘love 

Advisor for Tourism and Art & Culture Khehovi Yepthomi, and officers from the Tourism department 
and representative from the Landowners Union of Kisama visit Kisama village on June 4. During its 
visit the team inspected the complex and the construction of log huts’ site underway as part of the 
Swadesh Dharshan program. Updates informed that the advisor discussed with the officials and village 
representatives the work in progress besides future plans of action.

Touring visits 

Demands revocation of vigilance commissioner’s appointment
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Shillong, June 4 (IANS): The au-
thorities on Monday extended 
curfew in the Meghalaya capital 
as violence continued in tension-
hit areas the previous night with 
mobs indulging in stone-pelting 
on security forces for the last four 
days.

“Curfew has been imposed 
from 4 p.m. on Monday to 5 a.m. 
Tuesday in Shillong as there is 
likelihood that breach of peace 
may spread to other parts of the 
city,” Deputy Commissioner, East 
Khasi Hills, Peter. S. Dkhar told 
IANS.

“The situation is very tense in 
those areas,” he said, adding that 
suspension of internet on mobile 
services would continue besides 
prohibiting the illegal sale of pet-
rol and diesel.

On June 1, the district mag-
istrate imposed curfew in areas 
under Lumdiengjri police station 
and Cantonment Beat House in 
view of the breakdown of law and 
order in Motphran, Mawkhar and 
adjoining areas following the May 
31 clash.

Although, the curfew was re-
laxed for seven hours from 8 a.m. 
on Sunday, the mob continued 
to pelt stones at security forces 
forcing the police to fire tear gas 

shells.
The mob also attacked an 

undertrial prisoner van carrying 
a mentally-unstable person, who 
was referred to be admitted at the 
KJP Robert Hospital, Inspector 
General of Police, H. Nongpluh 
told IANS.

On Sunday, Chief Minister 
Conrad Sangma said the police 
have “found out that there are 
certain people who are funding 
this agitation”.

Meanwhile, a Sikh delegation 
led by Delhi legislator Manjinder 
Singh Sirsa met Sangma and 
expressed satisfaction that the 
“Sikhs were safe” in Meghalaya.

Shillong-based Sikh commu-
nity leader Gurjeet Singh denied 
media reports that a gurudwara 
was torched or desecrated.

Minister of State for Home 
Affairs Kiren Rijiju has also de-
nied rumours of the alleged 
attack.

The clash erupted after a skir-
mish between some women and 
a driver of Shillong Public Trans-
port Service bus at Them Meteor, 
which led to an assault of three 
persons. 

The violence continued even 
after the parties involved in the 
skirmish reached a compromise.

New Delhi, June 4 (IANS): As 
Meghalaya’s capital Shillong 
remained affected for the forth 
day with fresh violence late on 
Sunday, the Union Home Min-
istry approved deployment of 10 
additional paramilitary forces in 
the tension-hit areas, Ministry 
sources said on Monday.

The Ministry took the deci-
sion considering the Meghalaya 
government’s demand for the 
deployment of additional central 
paramilitary forces.

“Eight additional companies 
of Central Reserve Police Force 
(CRPF) and two of Indo-Tibetan 
Border Police have been sent to 
Shillong to assist the state police 
in managing law and order situa-
tion. At least 10 CRPF companies 
are already deployed there,” said 
a source. 

Home Ministry officials said 
the Central government is in 
touch with the state government 
and closely monitoring the situa-

tion in Shillong where authorities 
on Monday extended curfew fol-
lowing more violence on Sunday 
night, with mobs pelting the 
security forces with stones. 

On June 1, the District Mag-
istrate imposed curfew in areas 
under Lumdiengjri police station 
and Cantonment Beat House in 
view of the breakdown of law and 
order in Motphran, Mawkhar 
and adjoining areas following the 
May 31 clash.

The clash took place after an 
altercation between a driver of 
the Khasi community employed 
with the Shillong Public Trans-
port Service and some Punjabi 
women in Theme lew Mawlong, 
a Punjabi settlement in Shillong 
with around 350 households. 

The curfew was relaxed for 
seven hours from 8 a.m. on Sun-
day and mobs continued to 
throw stones at security forces 
forcing the police to fire tear gas 
shells.

Itanagar, June 4 (PTI): Aru-
nachal Pradesh chief elec-
toral officer Kaling Tayeng 
allaying fears of political 
parties in the state today 
said that there is no scope 
for tampering the EVMs 
during the poll process.

The assembly polls in 
the north eastern state is 
due next year and the Aru-
nachal Pradesh Congress 
Committee, Peoples Party 
of Arunachal and National 
Peoples Party had drawn 
the attention of the Elec-
tion Commission urging it 
to conduct elections in the 
state through ballot papers 
fearing that the ruling BJP 
government in the state 
could manipulate the elec-
tion result by tampering 
with the EVMs.

We are appealing the 
ECI to conduct next years 
elections in Arunachal 
Pradesh through ballot 
papers so that the deserv-
ing candidates and not the 
candidates with wealth, 
power and technology to 
influence and manipulate 
the EVM results, win, the 
parties said in a joint state-
ment yesterday.

Stating that question 
of tampering EVMs does 
not arise and “is not at all 
possible”, Tayeng said that 
the EC had already clarified 
its position in this mat-
ter. The Commission had 

also discussed the matter 
with experts and political 
parties.

The EVMs are cent per 
cent tamper proof and are 
not hackable. All the politi-
cal parties are requested to 
involve themselves during 
first level checking (FLC) 
to clear their doubts,” he 
added.

The CEO in a statement 
here informed that as per 
ECIs direction, the FLC) of 
EVMs and VVPATs in Aru-
nachal Pradesh had started 
from June one.

The FLC is being done 
by well-trained engineers 
from Electronic Corpo-
ration of India Limited 
(ECIL), the manufacturer 
of EVM and VVPAT ma-
chines. Before election, 
two layers checking of 
EVMs are done. This is only 
the first level checking be-
fore the general election,” 
he said.

The FLC is done only 
to identify the defective 
EVMs/VVPATs which re-
quire repairing and the 
properly working ones 
are kept under pink pa-
per sealed cover which 
would be removed during 
commissioning of EVMs, 
Taeyng said in a statement.

For the FLC and other 
EVM-related work, the po-
litical parties are involved, 
he added.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, June 4 (EMN): 
The Karbi Anglong Sand 
& Stone Mahaldar and 
Suppliers Association 
(KASSMSA), Manja de-
cided to raise the rates of 
sand from at INR  22 per 
cfty to INR 37 per cfty.

The decision was 
made during a meeting 
held on June 1. 

A press comminque 
issued by the KASSMSA 

on June 4 mentioned that 
the rate of sand had to 
be increased due to the 
rise in the government’s 
new sand mahal bidding 
and also rise in the gov-
ernment royalty of for-
est department of Karbi 
Anglong Autonomous 
Council (KAAC).

Also, the statement 
mentioned that  the 
sand mahaldar suffered 
much on payment of the 

royalty. In this regard 
the association in the 
release requested the 
buyers and sellers of 
sand to bear the incon-
veniences. 

The new rate of sand 
is said to be effective 
from June 10. 

The statement was is-
sued by its vice president 
Bijoy Teron and general 
secretary Premson Kill-
ing.

Guwahati, June 4 (PTI): To further finan-
cial literacy and thereby create awareness 
on key financial topics, the Reserve Bank 
of India is observing Financial Literacy 
Week from today, RBI Guwahati Regional 
Director B K Mishra said.

The Week with ‘Consumer Protection’ 
as the theme is for creating awareness 
among the consumers of financial serv-
ices about their rights, responsibilities, 
good practices and resolution mecha-
nism in a fast changing digital financial 
landscape, Mishra said launching the 
programme here.

The RBI has been earmarking a week 
in a year as the Financial Literacy Week 
since 2016, he said.

At the micro level, financial literacy 
helps households utilise scarce resources 

effectively, choose the appropriate fi-
nancial products commensurate to their 
needs and circumstances, the senior RBI 
official said.

The triad of financial literacy, financial 
inclusion and consumer protection are 
vital pillars for meeting the objective of 
financial stability, he added.

The activities during the week will 
involve display of financial literacy mate-
rial in bank branches, ATMs and bank 
websites and conduct of financial literacy 
camps through the Financial Literacy 
Centres of banks.

Banks have set up financial literacy 
centres (FLCs) to focus their financial 
awareness efforts and the rural branches 
of banks also conduct programmes to 
create awareness, he said.

Dimapur, June 4 (EMN): As many as 211 without 
ticket passengers have been apprehended and 
penalty to the tune of INR 70,000 have been col-
lected during a special drive on ticket checking 
conducted by the NF Railway vigilance depart-
ment. 

A press note issued by the NF Railway Maligaon 
mentioned that the drive was conducted jointly 
with the commercial and security department at 
various locations over Lumding division from May 
29 to May 31. 

In addition a special drive is also said to have 
been conducted at New Haflong station by 25658 
Kanchanjungha Exp. where 6 people were caught 
travelling without Ticket and an amount of INR 
2280 was realised as fare and penalty. 

Also, during the special drive, 28 numbers 
of unbooked luggage cases were found and INR 
3,495= was collected as penalty.

All the catering units of Silchar, Badarpur, and 
Lumding were also brought under check and fine 
amounting to INR 11,000 was imposed on the con-
tractor for overcharging of package drinking water. 
It is interesting to note that during the drives, the 
sale of PF ticket considerably increased in  Silchar 
and Badarpur area as much as  292%. 

Srinagar, June 4 (PTI): Ma-
nipur’s Iron Lady and iconic 
human rights activist Irom 
Sharmila today called on 
Jammu and Kashmir Chief 
Minister Mehbooba Mufti 
here.

“The rights activist 
briefed the chief minister 
about the activities (she par-
ticipated in) during her stay 
here. She (Sharmila) also 
briefed her (Mufti) about 
many initiatives she is as-
sociated with and that are 
aimed at empowerment of 
local women,” an official 
spokesperson said after the 
meeting.

Mu f t i  a p p re c i a t e d 
Sharmila’s determination 
and wished her well, the 
spokesperson added.

Our Correspondent 
Imphal, June 4 (EMN): 
While the country is host-
ing 2018 World Environ-
ment Day on June 5 un-
der the theme ‘Beat Plastic 
Pollution’, many plastic 
bottles and plastic wrap-
pers continues to spoil the 
natural beauties including 
the Shirui Kashung peak, 
the natural habitat of Ma-
nipur’s state flower Shirui 
Lily.

The tourists visiting 
Shirui Kashung peak, 2835 
m above sea level in Ukhrul 
district to witness the see 
the beauty of Shiurui Lily, 
expressed disappointment 
on seeing the plastic bottles 
and plastic wrappers being 
dumped in and around the 
peak.

Plastic wastes were de-
tected all around the 4-5 
dumping sites at the peak, 
said a visitor from Delhi. 
The concerned authorities 
as well as the responsible 
citizens should look into 
it to regulate the existing 
system considering the 
environment issues, the 
visitor said. 

When contacted, the 
functionaries of the Shirui 
Youth Club (SYC) said that 
they have been cleaning 
the plastic waste at Shirui 

peak from time to time 
besides planting vari-
ous types of trees in and 
around the peak.

After the recent five-
day state level Shirui fes-
tival which concluded on 
May 28, the volunteers of 
SYC have collected two 
truckloads of plastic waste 
from the Shirui peak and 
disposed off at a dump-
ing site near Ukhrul town 
with the support of Au-
tonomous District Council 
authorities.

SYC volunteers will be 
joining a program on June 
5 to decorate the nature 
with green under the initia-
tive of Ihao at Shirui village.

Due to lack of aware-
ness, people continue to 
use plastic polyethene bags 
and other plastic products 
from Myanmar and other 
parts in the state.

But no one questions 
the quality of plastic bot-
tles and plastics bags 
which the people have 
been using comfortably in 
Manipur, an environmen-
talists felt.

In August, 2017, Ma-
nipur government had no-
tified complete ban on the 
use of plastic carry bags of 
more than fifty microns in 
thickness which is similar 

to the thickness of hair 
with immediate effect. Any 
person found using such 
plastics bags will be pun-
ished under Section 15 
Environment protection 
Act, 1966.

 “There are Rules and 
Acts to control (plastic) 
pollution. But there is lack 
of regulation and control 
of quality of plastic poly-
ethene bags etc,” Deputy 
Director Dr T Brajakumar 
of Environment Depart-
ment said. “We need prop-
er implementation of Envi-
ronment Protection Act for 
a sustainable livelihood.”

It may be mentioned 
that ahead of the World 
Environment Day on June 
5, the environment minis-
try has banned plastics in 
all protected areas around 
the country, thus declaring 
them “plastic free zones”. 
Interestingly India will be 
the global host of 2018 
World Environment Day 
under the theme “Beat 
Plastic Pollution”. 

Reports said, every year 
the world uses 500 billion 
plastic bags and each year 
at least 8 million tonnes 
of plastic end up in the 
oceans, the equivalent of 
a full garbage truck every 
minute.

Plastic waste spotted by visitors at Shirui Kashung peak on June 2.

Mirror Crossword 1839sud0ku 1679
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1838

ACROSS
1. Ill-suited
6. Japanese legislature
10. Cloth measures
14. Pertaining to a lobe
15. Was attired in
16. Jacket
17. _____lite = rare mineral 

containing aluminosilicates of 
potassium

18. Subtle emanation
19. Tardy
20. Unscrupulous people
22. Criticize severely
24. Animal that lives in packs
25. Dressed hides
26. Claws
29. Maize
30. God of love (Roman mythology)
31. Pertaining to sound
37. Tough outer layers of fruit
39. High mountain
40. Last letter of the Greek alphabet
41. Recommends
44. Wharf or jetty
45. Ethereal
46. Provided with money (slang)
48. Headache pill
52. Cotton seed-vessel
53. ______ Knight and the Pips
54. Young roasting chickens
58. Prefix indicating extreme 

smallness
59. North American swamp bird
61. Area of England
62. Wicked
63. Poisonous tropical Asian tree
64. Bowel cleansing
65. Seconds (abbrev.)
66. Scratch into a surface
67. Streptococcus (abbrev.)
 
DOWN
1. Sorts or classes

2. Built the Ark
3. Adequately
4. “Magic words”
5. God of the sea (Greek 

mythology)
6. Small dense star
7. Promises
8. Make a mistake
9. Brain _______ = puzzles or 

riddles
10. Conspicuous success
11. Reluctant
12. Wood-shaping machine 

13. Cattle

21. “Born Free” lioness
23. A division of a long poem
25. Magnifier
26. Waterproof canvas covering
27. Chieftain
28. Solitary
29. A moist mild cheese
32. Mound of stones
33. Urging
34. Provide interior planking for 

a ship
35. US writer James ____
36. Shortening
38. Frightening 42. Put 

forth again
43. Drive away (something or 

someone)
47. Omits in pronounciation
48. Actress _____ Moorhead
49. A person who is chattel
50. Uncontrollable fear
51. False gods
52. Impudent
54. Bric-a-____
55. Always
56. Italian city
57. Break
60. Choose

solutions to suD0ku 1678

shillong violence: situation 
tense, curfew from 4 pm

Centre deploys additional 
paramilitary forces

Arunachal CEO allays 
pol. parties’ fears of 
EVM tampering

KASSMSA announces new sand rates in KA

Financial literacy week launched in Guwahati

NFR collects INR 70,000  
as fine in three days

Irom Sharmila 
calls on JK CM 
Mehbooba 
Mufti

Manipur: Concern raised by tourists 
over pollution at Shirui Kashung peak
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Global application infrastructure AIM 
market grew 12% in 2017 — Report

Suzuki’s accumulated India automobile 
production reaches 20 mn units

Tata Motors creates electric mobility vertical

ASUS launches 2 new 
ROG gaming laptops

Moto G6 series with 18:9 
display launched in India

Coal India’s 
dispatch to 
power sector up 
15% in April-May

Overseas portfolio investors pull out 
₹29,714 cr. in May, most since Nov. 2016

FPI outflows hit 18-month high
ate headwinds for economic 
growth.

Besides, investors were 
cautious about U.S. President 
Donald Trump’s meeting with 
North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un. The U.S. has also threat-
ened to impose tariffs on auto 
imports.
Profit booking

Also, FPIs had begun profit 
booking before the Karnataka 
polls, a crucial indicator for the 
2019 elections.

“Another discomfort among 
the FPI (Category III) was SE-
BI’s requirement for additional 
documents from the key peo-
ple in such a fund. Their con-
cern is around the privacy and 
data theft,” Mr. Jain noted.

So far this year, FPIs have 
pulled out more than Rs.2,100 
crore from equities and more 
than Rs.30,000 crore from the 
debt market.

New Delhi, June 4 (IANS): Global ap-
plication infrastructure and middle-
ware market (AIM) grew 12 per cent 
in 2017 to reach $28.5 billion, a report 
said on Monday.

According to market research firm 
Gartner, a significant shift toward dig-
ital business models that harness tech-
nology trends like Cloud computing, 
Internet of Things (IoT), analytics and 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) is boosting 
spending on application infrastructure 
and middleware (AIM).

“A new approach to application in-
frastructure is the foundation organi-
sations build their digital initiatives 
upon and therefore robust demand 
in the AIM market is testament to the 
occurrence of digitalisation,” Fabrizio 
Biscotti, Research Vice President at 
Gartner, said in a statement. 

“The more companies move toward 
digital business models, the greater the 
need for modern application infra-
structure to connect data, software, us-
ers and hardware in ways that deliver 
new digital services or products,” Bis-
cotti added.

The AIM market is expected grow 
even faster in 2018, after which spend-
ing growth will slow each year, reach-
ing around five per cent in 2022.

Licensed, on-premises application 
integration suite offerings that make 
up larger segments served by market 
incumbents such as IBM and Oracle 
achieved single-digit growth in 2016 
and 2017. 

The research firm expects this 
growth to continue through 2022. 

“We can generally describe the 
products in this slow-growing segment 
as serving legacy applications,” said 
Biscotti. The most successful challeng-
ers in the AIM market are expected to 
be those that position their products 
as complementary to -- rather than 
replacements for -- the existing legacy 
software infrastructure that is com-
mon in large organisations.

“While new agile challengers may 
seem better fits for those pursuing dig-
ital initiatives, the underlying reality is 
that legacy middleware and software 
integration platforms will persist,” Bis-
cotti added.

Kolkata, June 4 (IANS): 
Coal India Ltd (CIL) on 
Monday said the fuel 
dispatch to power sec-
tor grew by 15 per cent 
in the April-May period 
of the current fiscal.

With the objective to 
increase the consump-
tion of coal in the power 
sector, CIL has request-
ed the Power Ministry 
to prevail upon power 
plants situated within 
20 kms of coal mines 
to lift their entire re-
quirement by road from 
2018-19 onwards and to 
increase the availability 
of rakes for movement 
to power plants locat-
ed far away from the 
mines. 

“CIL loaded 243 rakes 
per day during April-
May 2018 registering 
an increase of 23 rakes 
over the movement dur-
ing the corresponding 
period of the last fiscal. 
47 rakes per day were 
also loaded through 
washery circuit and rail-
ways goods-shed siding 
which further helped 
in augmenting supplies 
to power sector,” the 
state-run miner said in 
a statement.

According to CIL, 
the miner and railways 
through “their coor-
dinated efforts” have 
increased rail loading 
from miner’s own sid-
ings to sustain the spurt 
in demand from power 
sector.

Besides enhancing 
dispatches through rail 
mode, power stations 
within the vicinity of 
50-60 km of the mines 
having FSA (fuel sup-
ply agreement) are be-
ing offered coal through 
road and rail-cum-road 
mode to be lifted by 
their own transport for 
further augmenting the 
dispatch, it said.

At the Dadri and 
Badarpur power plants 
located in the Delhi Re-
gion, CIL is now supply-
ing at least 10 rakes of 
coal per day as against 
linked requirement of 
7 rakes, to mitigate the 
immediate spurt in 
power demand in the 
region. 

CIL is holding a 
stock of about 44 mil-
lion tonnes of coal as on 
May 31 and there is “no 
dearth of coal”, it added.

Mumbai, June 4 (IANS): 
Tata Motors on Mon-
day said that it has cre-
ated an electric mobility 
vertical and appointed 
Shailesh Chandra to lead 
it in addition to his cur-
rent responsibility.

According to the 
company, the creation 
of the new business 

vertical will enable Tata 
Motors to deliver on “its 
aspiration of providing 
innovative and com-
petitive e-mobility solu-
tions”. 

“Tata Motors is opti-
mistic about the future 
of electric vehicles and 
would play a leading 
role in the electric mo-

bility evolution in the 
country,” Tata Motors’ 
Chief Executive Officer 
and Managing Director 
Guenter Butschek said in 
a satement. 

“We will also lever-
age on the capabilities of 
other Tata Group com-
panies to develop the 
full ecosystem and fast 

track the adoption of e-
mobility.” 

As per the statement, 
Chandra has been pro-
moted as President-Elec-
tric Mobility Business 
and Corporate Strategy 
with immediate effect 
and will continue to be a 
member of the Executive 
Committee.

Taipei, June 4 (IANS): Taiwan-based technology gi-
ant ASUS on Monday unveiled two new “Republic of 
Gamers (ROG)” gaming laptops tweaked for players 
for two different gaming genres. The “Strix Scar II” 
is aimed at audiences who play games in first-per-
son perspective in “frames per second (FPS)” and 
“Strik Hero II” that targets “multiplayer online bat-
tle arena (MOBA)” players, The Verge reported On 
Monday. “The two share the same red, green, blue 
(RGB)-clad chassis, housing a screen that takes the 
Dell XPS approach to shaving down bezels: three 
skinny sides with a chunky bottom chin and incon-
veniently placed webcam,” the report added. Both 
laptops reportedly have six-core Intel Coffee Lake 
Core i7-8750H or Core i5-8300H processors, 15.6-
inch 144Hz 1080p “IPS-level” displays, up to 32GB 
RAM, ports including USB-A, USB-C, Mini Display-
Port, headphone jack and more. “Scar II” is avail-
able from Monday starting at $1,999, while pricing 
on the “Hero II” begins at $1,699.

New Delhi, June 4 (IANS): 
Eying a bigger pie of In-
dia’s vast budget smart-
phones market, Motorola 
India on Monday intro-
duced the Moto G6 se-
ries in the country with 
the launch of two devices 
-- Moto G6 and Moto G6 
Play. While the Moto G6 
Play will be available for 
Rs 11,999 on Flipkart, the 
Moto G6 will available for 
Rs 13,999 on Amazon In-
dia and at over 600 Moto 
Hub stores in the country, 
the company said.

Moto G6 features the 
edge-to-edge, Full HD+ 
“Max Vision” with a taller 
18:9 aspect ratio and with 
integrated Dolby Audio 
preset modes. The device 
is completely wrapped in 
scratch-resistant Corning 
Gorilla Glass with a 3D 
contoured back.

Moto G6 has a 5.7-
inch full HD+ “Max Vi-
sion” and 3D glass back 
and dual rear cameras 

with12MP + 5MP sensors.
Its 16 MP front-facing 

camera includes low light 
mode, which lets in up to 
300 per cent more light, 
the company claimed.

The device features 
3,000 mAh battery with 
TurboPower charger that 
gives users hours of bat-
tery life in minutes of 
charging. The phone also 
comes with face unlock 
feature. Moto G6 Play 
comes with a powerful 
4000mAh all-day bat-
tery that can last up to 36 
hours on a single charge, 
the company said.

It comes with “Max Vi-
sion” display that spans 
from edge to edge and 
has an 18:9 aspect ratio 
that gives users a much 
wider viewing area than 
traditional displays.

It features a 13 MP 
primary camera and 8MP 
selfie camera with an LED 
flash and beautification 
mode.

New Delhi, June 4 (IANS): 
Suzuki Motor Corpora-
tion on Monday said that 
its accumulated auto-
mobile production has 
reached 20 million units 
in India.

According to the com-
pany, India became the 
second country after Ja-
pan in which Suzuki has 
reached this milestone, 
and “the fastest coun-
try to reach 20 million 
units in just 34 years and 
5 months since starting 
production in December 
1983, breaking the record 
of 45 years and 9 months 
in Japan”. The company 
highlighted that out of 
the 20 million units, Alto 
was the most produced 
model with approximate-
ly 3.17 million units. 

“Swift produced at 
Gujarat Plant was the 20 
millionth model. Suzuki’s 
automobile production 
in India started in De-
cember 1983 with its first 
model, the Maruti 800 by 

ment platform, attributed the 
outflow mainly to rise in cost 
of crude oil prices. This would 
impact all the oil importing 

economies, including India, 
and adversely affect its current 
account deficit, fiscal deficit, 
imported inflation and cre-

New Delhi, June 4 (PTI): For-
eign investors pulled out 
Rs.29,714 crore from the capital 
markets in May, making it the 
biggest outflow in 18 months, 
primarily due to a surge in glo-
bal crude prices.

This comes following an 
outflow of Rs.15,561 crore from 
the capital markets (equity and 
debt) in April. Prior to that, for-
eign investors had pumped in 
Rs.2,662 crore in March.

According to the latest de-
pository data, foreign portfolio 
investors (FPIs) withdrew a net 
sum of Rs.10,060 crore from eq-
uities and Rs.19,654 crore from 
the debt market in May, taking 
the total to Rs.29,714 crore.

This is the steepest outflow 
from the capital markets since 
November 2016, when FPIs had 
pulled out Rs.39,396 crore.

Harsh Jain, chief operating 
officer at Groww, an invest-

Maruti Udyog, the former 
company of the present 
Maruti Suzuki,” the com-
pany said in a statement. 

“Since then, produc-
tion units and models 
were increased to meet 
the expanding needs ow-
ing to the growing econo-
my in India.”

Currently, the com-
pany produces automo-
biles at the Gurgaon and 
Manesar plants of Maruti 
Suzuki, as well as Gujarat 
facility of Suzuki Motor 
Gujarat, Suzuki’s 100 per 
cent subsidiary to pro-
duce automobiles in In-

dia.  “At these three pro-
duction sites, 16 models 
are produced including 
the Dzire, Baleno, Alto, 
Swift, WagonR, and Vitara 
Brezza,” the statement 
said.

As per the statement, 
in FY2017, approximately 
1.78 million units were 
produced in India, of 
which 1.65 million units 
were sold in India do-
mestic and 130,000 units 
were exported to over 100 
countries and regions 
including Europe, Japan, 
Asia, Africa, and Latin 
America.
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Instigators of violence

Meghalaya Chief Minister Conrad Sangma 
was not far from truth when he suspected 
outsider hands in the recent Shillong vio-

lence. For years North-East remains the favourite 
target of those who want to destabilise India. We 
have witnessed unrest, violence, tensions among 
communities in the North-Eastern region instigated 
by those forces. These forces wanted the region to 
disintegrate. They are interested in such a heinous 
act as the North-East is rich in natural resources. The 
region has an abundance of wealth which is yet to be 
tapped. Like primitive days, now it is not possible for 
any power to invade the region and loot its wealth. 
So the destructive forces have adopted different tac-
tics. Instead of sending Army and declaring war, they 
now instigate the local populace to create trouble. 
The arithmetic is very simple. More unrest will mean 
more disenchantment with India which will create a 
strong voice for secession. If the region manages to 
secede, it will be easy for them to take control of the 
region and use its wealth for their benefit.

 But indulging in blame game will not help us 
to have permanent peace in North-East. Rather we 
should introspect what went wrong on our part as to 
why the region has become so vulnerable to instiga-
tions and conspiracies? Why, even after seven dec-
ades of Independence the region is suffering from 
the same problems which existed in pre-partition 
days? Why is development missing from the region? 
All these questions should not be brushed aside. 
These problems should be solved at the earliest to 
have a lasting peace in the region.

The recent happenings in Shillong are one of 
the most glaring examples of sweeping everything 
under the carpet and pretending everything is fine. 
Everyone is aware that there are some issues in re-
lation to Punjabi Lane and it should be solved to 
maintain harmony and cosmopolitan character of 
the capital of Meghalaya. Various committees were 
set up. Number of meetings have taken place. But no 
solution was found even after five decades. Failure 
on the part of the administration to find a solution 
is evidence of its lacklustre attitude towards this par-
ticular problem. Enquiry should be ordered to find 
out what caused such an exorbitant delay in solv-
ing the problem? Why was the dispute not sent for 
judicial remedies when it couldn’t be solved through 
negotiations?

The Chief Minister has hinted that he has gath-
ered some clues about the persons who instigated 
the violence. Understandably Mr. Sangma did not 
disclose the names as that will hamper the probe. 
But the probe should not take long to be completed. 
It should be finished as early as possible so that the 
trouble-makers do not get another chance to harm 
the reputation of Meghalaya as one of the most 
peaceful states in the country. The manner in which 
rumours spread across the country about attacks on 
the Sikhs in Shillong and vandalism at a place of wor-
ship is sign enough of deep-rooted conspiracy. For 
a better, vibrant and bright North-East, such forces 
should be defeated. Hope the young Chief Minister 
of Meghalaya will leave no stone unturned to punish 
the culprits.

DAILY
PATH

“It is always wise to seek the truth 
in our opponents’ error 

and the error in our own truth”
Reinhold Niebuhr

INTRODUCTION

The Forum for Naga Reconciliation (FNR) was formed 
at a time when Naga-Land was plagued by factional vio-
lence, suspicion and divisive political rhetoric. Formed 
on February 24, 2008, as one of the outcomes of the 
Naga Peace Convention organized by the Naga Shisha 
Hoho in Dimapur, the FNR was christened on March 
25, 2008 at Kohima with the support of 39 Naga frontal 
organizations and churches. 

FNR was born at a time when concerned Naga or-
ganizations and individuals decided our society could 
no longer bear the ever-increasing and rising costs of 
divisions and distrust made worse by the hard-hearted 
logic of mutual blaming to which all of us have stooped.

The willingness to be short sighted, reactive and to 
use violence to defend and justify positions threaten 
our diminishing chances to survive and continue our 
unique and distinct journey as a people. 

While the compelling reasons that produced the 
divisions are understood and recognized, the Naga peo-
ple are now concerned about the health and capacity 
of our young nation to develop in the 21st century. This 
is the issue our leaders and our people are concerned 
about at the deepest level. 

The changing world forces the Nagas to wrestle with 
unfamiliar challenges that will make us grow as we learn 
from both the strengths and failures in our response 
to the challenges. At this juncture Nagas need to strive 
for what challenges us by truthfully examining them in 
order to learn from past mistakes so that our inspiration 
becomes our common strength.

FNR remains firmly committed to Naga reconcilia-
tion and willing to do what needs to be done at this time 
in spite of obvious limitations. 

The FNR imagines ‘Walking the Naga Day’ will cre-
ate a robust Naga consciousness through the collectiv-
ity of women and men to find our oneness and offer 
everyone the opportunity to participate in affirming 
who we are as a people. ‘Walking the Naga Day’ nurtures 
our organic Nagahood even though politically barred 
by arbitrary and artificial borders. Nurturing Naga 
consciousness flourishes when belonging is lived in the 
hearts and minds of the Naga people.    

As part of ‘Walking the Naga Day’ the FNR has initi-
ated open public interactions under the theme “Rea-
soning Together.” The first series consisted of at least 
9 public interactions in Dimapur, Kohima and Delhi 
(April-May 2018). FNR members also visited and spoke 
in at least 10 churches and fellowships in Delhi. During 
these public interactions FNR dialogued with a wide 
cross-section of Nagas including young people, schol-
ars, students, church workers, professionals, retired 
bureaucrats and administrators, teaching community, 
politicians and concerned individuals.

FNR believes that the open public interactions gave 
and will continue to give expression to what has be-
come the common undertaking and desire of all Nagas 
. . . Many more interactions will be held in the coming 
months in different areas of Naga-Land.  

This reflection highlights a summation of concerns 
and issues perceived from FNR which were raised dur-
ing the open public interactions. These concerns reflect 
the deep yearning and wishes of the public to progress 
in our state of affairs, especially on the political front.

Some Key Concerns and Issues Raised by the Public
While the discussion focused on Naga Reconciliation, 
the public interactions gave voice to a diverse range 
of related issues confronting the Naga people that are 
summarized below:

 Naga Reconciliation: Although skepticism, fear and 
doubt exist in the protracted Naga political conflict, 
FNR’s approach has reduced fratricidal killings, 
opened some safe spaces and brought some hope. 
While appreciating the cessation of hostilities, com-
mentators called for renewed efforts towards under-
standing, which they said is yet to fully materialize. 
They urged that the process to be taken forward 
towards genuine reconciliation and understanding. 
Several commentators reminded FNR of the theo-

logical and spiritual dimension of reconciliation:  God’s 
way of reconciliation; God as the ultimate source of 
reconciliation; the need for prayer and spirituality. They 
pointed out that Nagas have forgotten God in the proc-
ess of reconciliation.

In the interactions people voiced that, “After a lull, 
FNR has come back to life. Nagas are watching.” FNR 
was urged to take this with great concern and was asked:

 Why a bottom up process has not happened? 
 Where have we missed out on the organic process? 
 What does reconciliation mean when two groups 

are negotiating with GOI?
 What things are still needed to be reconciled? 
 What change can FNR bring in the next 5 years? 
 What benefit can we expect from FNR process? 

FNR was advised not to be carried away by domestic 
gossip and rumors. While having its own limitations, 
FNR, as a catalyst, needs to proceed with ‘critical open-
ness,’ and engage with our youth and our neighbors. 
FNR was encouraged to reflect on its role in Naga soci-
ety and to address its weaknesses in meaningful ways. It 
was suggested that FNR should reach out to the masses 
(public) and initiate a bottom-up approach to reconcili-
ation. FNR was told to take reconciliation further to its 
“logical end” involving civil, religious, political parties 
and Naga political groups. 

Eastern and Southern Nagas stated that the process 
of reconciliation and trust-building has to go beyond 
Nagaland State boundaries. FNR was also asked if it 
regards all ‘factions’ as equally important. The need to 
widen the base of trust-building was emphasized. FNR 
was reminded that the values and principles of justice 
were integral for the realization of Reconciliation to take 
place. 

While recognizing that FNR is competent to con-
tribute to the Naga response it was urged to play a 
positive role. FNR should accept mistakes and correct 
themselves where required. “Do not cheat or give false 
hope to the people,” and provide a “realistic and truthful 
assessment of the situation” and the way forward. 

 Identity Politics:  Questions of identity politics, 

language, borders, tribalism, factionalism and sec-
tarianism were raised. Identity politics and conflicts 
of interests among Nagas are seen to be arising out 
of perceived and real differences which were formal-
ized when Naga-Land was divided into different ad-
ministrative states. These divisions have fragmented 
Naga consciousness and Naga identity into territo-
rial identities. 
The creation of Nagaland State was intended and 

designed to divide the Nagas. It was pointed out that 
Nagaland statehood was not accepted by everyone 
except by the political elite and few educated individu-
als. However, Nagas of Nagaland enjoy the paradox of 
statehood benefits. These imposed and boxed identi-
ties have generated suspicion, fear, mistrust that have 
caused further divisions, thereby leading to regional 
and sub-regional consciousness. 

The need to rise above regionalism and sectarian-
ism by building upon the Naga consciousness was 
emphasized. It was pointed out that the Government of 
India has so far opted for trying to ‘manage and control’ 
the Naga people rather than trying to genuinely resolve 
the Naga political issue. 

Some suggestions were made for systematically in-
troducing Naga history into high school curriculum to 
educate younger generation about their identity, their 
land and history. This should focus on creating Naga 
consciousness and help bridge inter-tribal differences 
and reduce the intergenerational communication gap 
which exists today.

 Inclusiveness:  The concern and need for inclusive-
ness was consistently raised. Can we claim to have 
ownership of the process with inclusiveness? FNR 
was asked, how apparent (visible) and inclusive are 
the processes on the ground? Is everyone on board? 
It was suggested that pockets of Naga society are 
being alienated, while others already alienated feel 
more separated. Along with tribalism, the concern 
about religious and denominational divides and 
alienation were pointed out. A question was asked 
about whether, given the circumstances, a Naga 
National government was formed, would it insist on 
one common religion. 
Speakers asserted to the need that no one should 

feel alienated from the society that we envision togeth-
er. No one should be left behind. Concerns were raised 
for respectful inclusion of religious groups and all Naga 
territories into the process. Numerous speakers pointed 
out that treatment of Nagas outside of the present state 
of Nagaland by Nagaland Nagas must be one of inclu-
sion, mutual respect and understanding. Justice should 
not only appear to be fair but it should be fair.

 Truth-Telling, Forgiveness and Healing:  Many 
times the issues concerning truth-telling, apology, 
forgiveness and healing were pointed out as being at 
the heart of the reconciliation process. Several com-
mentators expressed that reconciliation is a process 
where one must genuinely feel sorry for wrongs, 
confess and seek forgiveness. Those who hurt oth-
ers need to admit their mistakes, they pointed out. 
Forgive, but remember, so that the wrongs are not 
repeated again. For this to be realized the process of 
truth-telling is a necessity. FNR along with churches 
were urged to create ‘safe spaces’ for people to 
speak the truth. 
Commentators also pointed out that in the Naga 

context ‘no one has a monopoly over the truth.’ The 
truth is that everyone has been hurt and everyone has 
hurt someone somewhere. We are all victims as well as 
perpetrators. The challenge is to address the complexi-
ties of this dual identity. The crucial role of the churches 
in healing of wounds and rebuilding relationships was 
emphasized. FNR was told that God alone is the source 
of all peace and Nagas need mass repentance and 
Godly forgiveness. FNR was asked whether GOI needs 
to admit, acknowledge and apologize to Nagas for hu-
man rights violations and atrocities. 

 Violence:  The urgency is for Nagas to construc-
tively and truthfully address questions of violence 
and injustice. They stem from within in the form 
of ‘factional’ threats and violence, as well as from 
without through State induced structural, econom-
ic, cultural, developmental and political violence. 
Collectively these have contributed to further divi-
sions among Nagas and have created conditions for 
the prevailing unequal growth and development 
in Naga-Land. Naga civil society needs to start ad-
dressing acts of violence, human rights violations 
and injustice by Naga political groups.
The roots of the violence are in external aggression 

and political subjugation. The Naga struggle for the 
right to freely exercise their self-determination and 
chart their destiny in consonance with their historical 
and political rights is one of the longest active political 
conflicts in the world. It is imperative for all parties to 
the conflict to muster all political will, creativity, and 
courage to be discerning, draw on their inner wisdom 
and be far-sighted in peacefully addressing the issues 
of conflict so that it may have a positive impact at 
home, in Asia, the world and humanity at large.

 Naga Struggle Degenerating:  The Naga struggle is 
currently admitted to the Intensive Care Unit (ICU). 
In order not to make the situation worse, Nagas 
need to examine ourselves and our struggle since 
we all have contributed to its degenerated state. It 
was pointed out that the lower rung leaders and 
cadres have no clue of what they are fighting for. 
Leaders of the Naga political groups and civil so-
ciety organizations need to reach out to the public 
and repair the broken relationships. Naga political 
groups need to be asked to publicly and clearly 
state their position on the Naga issue.

 Weakened Naga position:  Along with citing the 
degenerating trend of the Naga struggle speakers 
said that in the current peace processes it is the 
Government of India and other stakeholders who 
have benefited more from the ceasefire, while the 
Naga position and strength has been destabilized 
and weakened. It was also stated that Naga civil 
society was strongest around 1997, but more than 
20 years later in 2018, it is at its lowest ebb, riddled 
by confusion and division. It was pointed out that 
Nagas are ill equipped in the art of negotiations. 
The high handed political language, lack of trans-
parency, and communication difficulties in the 
existing process were highlighted with Naga groups 
and leaders talking to the people only through 

newspapers rather than meeting the people directly 
and listening to their opinions and suggestions. 

 Addressing the Trust Deficit:  Hurts not trans-
formed are always transferred. The need to address 
the prevailing fear, mistrust, suspicion, confusion 
in Naga society was pointed out consistently. The 
FNR was encouraged to work in partnership with 
churches to create safe spaces for truth-telling and 
to address fear, mistrust and divisions. Nagas need 
to have a relational platform for interacting with the 
Government of India, Naga nationalists, the Naga 
public, our neighbors and other important stake-
holders as a way of rebuilding trust and confidence. 
Inter-tribal and inter-regional dialogue (North, 
South, East, West and Central Nagas) was suggested 
as a process of much needed trust building.

FNR Observations
The Forum for Naga Reconciliation acknowledges 
the honest constructive criticisms and welcomes 
the suggestion for self-reflection and conscious self-
development. The process of making itself accountable 
and responsible in consonance with the needs of the 
situation will remain paramount. Some of FNR’s obser-
vations made following the series of interactions are:
 FNR is encouraged that the open public interac-

tions in Dimapur, Kohima and Delhi have in dif-
ferent tones converged on the desire for the Naga 
political groups (NPGs) to reconcile. Along this 
line, young Nagas summed up that, “Reconciliation 
among all NPGs MUST happen.”

 In the 21st century Naga politics must be im-
aginative, courageous, creative, and realistic. Naga 
identity needs to transcend borders and should be 
permeable. Naga struggle must be examined in a 
changing world and times. It is clear that along the 
way things have gone wrong and can destroy us if 
we do not address it. Prejudice and divisiveness can 
destroy us. We need honest, courageous and posi-
tive ways to respond to our situation.

 Nagas need to use the positive memories of the 
past to inspire the present while not repeating its 
mistakes. We need to make a shift from the existing 
concept of ‘forgive and forget’ towards the idea of 
‘forgive and remember.’

 The interactions demonstrated an increased sense 
of power, connection, and possibilities. In the 
overall proceedings, FNR sensed the people’s will-
ingness to grapple with contradictions in both the 
minds of those experiencing it, and those young 
minds trying to understand the contradictions at 
various levels, personally and collectively from a 
distance. The need for FNR to remain creative, im-
aginative, transparent, accountable and committed 
is imperative. 

FNR’s Objective
The Forum for Naga Reconciliation was formed in 2008 
at a time when Naga society was deeply burdened and 
torn apart by factional violence. FNR is independent 
and stands for Naga reconciliation among the Naga 
political groups on the basis of the Naga historical and 
political rights through forgiveness, mutual respect 
and nonviolence. 

Reconciliation involves numerous facets of human 
life. It is both a ‘means’ as well as an ‘end.’ The journey 
towards Reconciliation is holistic and it is the sum of 
many different components. 

FNR’s main objective then was to work for complete 
cessation of factional armed violence, killings and vio-
lent speech publicized in the media. FNR’s reconcilia-
tion efforts should be looked in that context. 

Now with cessation of factional violence, FNR rec-
ognizes that the process needs to go beyond ending 
factional violence to forgiveness and healing. Recog-
nizing that there can be no future without forgiveness 
and healing, FNR supports a collective response based 
on shared responsibility towards an inclusive and ho-
listic Naga destiny. 

Reconciliation, like love, peace, freedom, trust and 
justice, is indivisible and transcends territorial bounda-
ries. It suggests a new way of life and calls for change in 
power relations. FNR works irrespective of geographical 
demarcations – “Nagas Without Borders” – keeping in 
mind the people’s common interests and aspirations at 
the center of its activities. 

FNR as a forum remains independent and is not a 
‘rallying point’ for a political option. It is not involved 
in the negotiating process between the Government of 
India and the Naga political groups that are in dialogue. 
FNR has and will continue the facilitator role seeking to 
build reconciliation among all the Naga political groups 
and all within the Naga family.

FNR’s overall mission is to work for a reconciled 
Naga society guided by moral and ethical principles, 
and values of democracy, freedom, truth, forgiveness, 
compassion, justice, nonviolence and peace. It stands 
for common basic human rights, dignity, and respect 
for all peoples.

FNR Appeal
The Forum for Naga Reconciliation takes this opportu-
nity to make this earnest appeal:

1. For Nagas to take this as an opportune time to re-
flect and examine where we have gone wrong and 
how each one of us have contributed to where we 
are now.

2. For Naga nations (tribes) to initiate a process of 
forgiveness and healing within their respective com-
munity and with other Naga nations.

3. For Naga leaders and Naga political groups to en-
gage in the reconciliation process as a way to reach 
out to each other and cultivate understanding and 
cooperation. 

4. For Naga nationalist leaders to demonstrate quali-
ties of statesmanship by putting aside their pride, 
ego and their “faction’s” interest for the common 
good of all Nagas.

5. For Naga political groups to sincerely renounce the 
path of violence by turning to democratic peaceful 
means to address all outstanding issues, including 
respecting and upholding the values and laws of hu-
man rights and dignity. 

Issued by: 
Forum for Naga Reconciliation
June 4, 2018

FNR Reflection On The Public Interactions

The Father’s delight is to give sight to those who ask Him

Some years ago a traveling companion noticed I was 
straining to see objects at a distance. What he did 
next was simple but life changing. He took off his 

glasses and said, “Try these.” When I put his glasses on, 
surprisingly my blurred vision cleared up. Eventually I went 
to an optometrist who prescribed glasses to correct my vi-
sion problem.

Today’s reading in Luke 18 features a man with no vi-
sion at all, and living in total darkness had forced him to 
beg for a living. News about Jesus, the popular teacher and 
miracle worker, had reached the blind beggar’s ears. So 
when Jesus’s travel route took Him by where the blind man 
was sitting, hope was ignited in his heart. “Jesus, Son of 
David, have mercy on me!” (v. 38) he called. Though with-
out sight physically, the man possessed spiritual insight 
into Jesus’s true identity and faith in Him to meet his need. 
Compelled by this faith, “He shouted all the more, ‘Son of 
David, have mercy on me!’” (v. 39). The result? His blind-
ness was banished, and he went from begging for his living 
to blessing God because he could see (v. 43).

In moments or seasons of darkness, where do you 
turn? Upon what or to whom do you call? Eyeglass pre-
scriptions help improve vision, but it’s the merciful touch 
of Jesus, God’s Son, that brings people from spiritual dark-
ness to light.

BIBLE READ:   LUKE 18:35–43 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!  
~ Luke 18:38

A Blind Man’s Plea
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): You may have been 
looking forward to a social event, group activity, or 
perhaps a get-together with a lover today, but cir-
cumstances beyond your control throw some un-

expected obstacles in your way. Don’t panic, Aries. If you’re 
focused and objective, you can find a way to get around the 
obstacles and do what you want to do. If you’re involved in 
creative projects, you might seem blocked today. This should 
pass by tomorrow.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Although you’ve been 
feeling especially strong physically over the past few 
days, Taurus, today you might feel a little under the 
weather. You could even experience some giddi-

ness. This is nothing to worry about, but you should try to take 
it easy. Don’t exercise if you don’t feel up to it. Get some rest. 
Even if you have to postpone some chores, you’ll be better off 
in the long run.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Emotional matters 
could hit the fan today at a social event or group 
meeting of some kind. Those around you are apt to 
be feeling especially stressed and volatile, Gemini, so 

be prepared for anything. Try to stay out of passionate confron-
tations, and don’t try to put oil on troubled waters. At times like 
this, such attempts only cause unwanted attention to focus on 
you. Stay centered.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Stress might be 
getting the better of a household member to-
day, Cancer. This person feels emotionally vol-
atile. The least irritation could set off a temper 

tantrum. Try to ease the pressure by staying out of the 
way. Don’t offer advice, however well intentioned it may 
be. This person needs to come to terms with whatever is 
bothering him or her. Distance yourself and do your own 
thing.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Friends, neighbors, and 
relatives could be feeling especially stressed out 
and explosive today, Leo. This isn’t a good day 
to initiate intense communications with them. 

Keep your talk light and inconsequential. This is a great 
day to stay home and read, especially since your mind is 
particularly receptive to unusual ideas. The Internet, vid-
eos, and TV documentaries could be most informative.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): The economy could 
well take a small dip, Virgo, and you might hear 
from people expressing concerns about finan-
cial matters. Don’t take them to heart, and cer-

tainly don’t worry about your own financial condition. The 
trend will probably reverse itself soon, and this time in the 
right direction. Take no drastic action just yet. Wait and 
see what happens. You’ll probably breathe a sigh of relief.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22):  Oppressive stress on 
you or those close to you could cause disconcert-
ing upsets within your relationships today, Libra. 
Try to be objective and work things out rationally 

instead of going to pieces. Avoid being sucked into quarrels 
where you might say things you’ll regret. Don’t let this tem-
porary situation get the best of you. Make the effort to stay 
focused and relaxed. Tomorrow all should be back to normal.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):  Stress could take a 
toll on you today, Scorpio. You might temporarily 
lose your ambition and be left wondering if it’s all 
really worth it. This isn’t a good day to start proj-

ects or engage in important discussions. Stay home and get 
some rest if you can. You might skip a few chores, but you’ll 
be better off in the long run. Treat yourself to a good book and 
some ice cream.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21):  Surprising new 
developments in close friendships or love relation-
ships could come your way today, Sagittarius. 
Someone might move away or perhaps move closer 

to you. This could prove a little unsettling at first, but you’ll be 
happy once you get used to the idea. Social events and group 
activities could also bring unexpected events your way. Be pre-
pared for some bombshells. On the downside, expect some 
trouble with machines.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Unexpected de-
velopments might interfere with your home life or 
with plans to spend a quiet evening with your fam-
ily, Capricorn. This could have you feeling a little 

down at first, but don’t let it get to you. Whatever you do today 
might open doors that will benefit both you and those close to 
you. Gird your loins and do whatever needs to be done. Later 
you’ll be glad you did.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You may be looking 
forward to talking on the phone with someone dear 
who lives far away, Aquarius, but circumstances 
beyond your control could get in the way. Per-
haps you keep missing each other, or problems 

with computers or phones throw a monkey wrench into the 
works. Don’t let this dim your enthusiasm. Once you reach 
your friend, expect to have an exciting and emotionally gratify-
ing conversation.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20):  Although business 
and money matters continue to go well, some rath-
er unsettling news regarding either your finances 
or the economy in general could reach you today, 

Pisces. However, don’t accept as truth anything you hear until 
you check the facts. The planetary energies now lend them-
selves to the spread of rumor, gossip, and misinformation. 
This is definitely the day to hang on to your objectivity.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Félix Schoeller |Aeon

Sarah Iqbal | India Science Wire

Psychogenic Shivers: Why We Get The Chills When We Aren’t Cold

A Mango Database Developed 
For Plant Breeders

Even Educated Unaware About 
Proper Use Of Antibiotics – Survey

A 
few years ago, I proposed that the 
feeling of cold in one’s spine, while 
for example watching a film or lis-
tening to music, corresponds to an 
event when our vital need for cog-

nition is satisfied. Similarly, I have shown that 
chills are not solely related to music or film but 
also to the practice of science (mainly physics 
and mathematics) and to the social logic of re-
ligious rituals. I believe that chills and aesthet-
ic emotions in general can teach us something 
that we do not know yet. They can help us to 
understand what truly matters to the mind 
and to the society of minds.

When cold or sick, humans shiver. Shiv-
ering is a muscle tremor that produces heat 
which allows the body to maintain its core 
temperature in a changing world. Human core 
temperature can vary temporarily between 
about 28 to 42 degrees Celsius. Outside these 
thresholds, death occurs. Humans also shiver 
in the case of a fever, as heat slows down the 
rate of pathogen growth and improves the im-
mune response of a living body. Goosebumps 
or piloerection (the bristling of hairs) can be 
side effects, as the muscle tremor causes hair 
to become erect which creates a thin layer 
of air, thus minimising heat loss. Strangely 
enough, humans also shiver independently 
of any such events. For instance, certain social 
situations seem to provoke the shivers.

Humans are particularly prone to shiver 
when a group does or thinks the same thing 
at the same time. When a crowd is sharing a 
common goal. When they listen to a national 
anthem or witness self-sacrifice. When they 
die for their ideas. When collective thought 
becomes more important than individual life. 
But humans also shiver from situations that 
are not social in nature. Some shiver when 
they manage to find a solution to certain 
mathematical problems for example, and so 
shivering cannot be reduced to a social mech-
anism.

Why does a psychological event trigger a 
physiological response related to the regula-
tion of temperature? At a fundamental level, 
cognition requires change. If you stabilise a 
retina using adequate instruments, the organ 
ceases to transmit signals to the primary vis-
ual cortex, and one gradually becomes blind. 
From the standpoint of the sense organ, the 
same object never appears similar to itself 
twice. Two chairs are never exactly the same. 

shivers down the spine.
We give two examples for such fundamen-

tal conflicts; one is biological and the other 
cultural. The biological conflict derives from 
the fact that, while we survive as a species by 
sharing goals, we might never access the goal 
of other minds directly. We thus shiver in cases 
of seemingly total communication – theo-
retical synchrony. Another example derives 
from the fundamental discordance between 
the altruistic nature of the human animal on 
the one hand, and the logic of the currently 
dominant social system on the other. These 
hypotheses would explain why you might 
shiver in the course of a film when empathy 
becomes a necessary condition to reduce nar-
rative tension to its minimum. When the bad 
guy ends up saving the good guy.

There are three plausible explanations for 
the fundamental relation between cognition 
and temperature. One is physiological, the 
other is physical, and the third is biological. 
The physiological explanation simply consists 
of describing psychogenic shivers as a case 
of fever. The relation between emotion and 
temperature is in fact very ancient, and even 
reptiles display evidence of stress-induced 
hyperthermia.

The physical explanation relates the dissi-
pation of heat at the shiver to the processing of 
information in the brain. In 1961 the physicist 
Rolf Landauer at IBM proposed the principle 
that any erasure of information should be ac-
companied by the dissipation of heat. This 
was verified experimentally a few years ago 
in Lyon. If this hypothesis is not entirely false, 
then we should eventually be able to predict 
the amount of heat produced, given accurate 
knowledge of the information process. Until 
then, I do not see any good reason to quantify 
the shiver.

Finally, the biological explanation relates 
the origins of human thought to the tremen-
dous changes in temperature at its birth. It 
might be that we can observe this relation 
between the mechanisms that regulate cogni-
tion and the mechanisms that regulate tem-
perature because of the particular context in 
which thought saw the light of day. In other 
words, a shiver might have very well accom-
panied the first human idea. Since then, every 
time we grasp something important, perhaps 
we repeat the gesture.

Félix Schoeller is a research fellow at the 
Center for Research and Interdisciplinarity in 

Paris, France.

E
ven if you are mango connoisseur it 
may be difficult for you to identify 
all mango varieties grown in India. 
While the number of commercial 
mango varieties is about 30, more 

than a thousand different types of mango 
plants are cultivated and propagated in India. 

Despite this biodiversity, the country 
does not have a central repository that keeps 
an account of its rich mango heritage. Now 
scientists at the Kerala Agricultural Univer-
sity, Thrissur, have prepared anew database 
which will be of great help to mango breeders. 
The mango databaselists 40 mango varieties 
based on a standard set of features.

“This database is exhaustive as far as the 
south Indian cultivars are concerned, while 
the scope for further additions isnot ruled 
out with respect to cultivarsfrom other parts 
of the country,” the researchers said in their 
study published in the journal Current Sci-
ence.

None of the available databases present-
the mango germplasm in detail, followingthe 
standard International Board for Plant Ge-
neticResources (IBPGR) descriptors.The  gen-
eral horticultural database of FAO mentions 
only Alphonso. The National Mango database, 
developed with support from the Department 
of Biotechnology, also has limited data.

“All emphasis is centered on fruit quali-
ties. Because fruit taste cannot be measured 
on a scale, it can create problems in identifi-
cation. Our database enlists40 mango varie-
ties together with their physical attributes like 

type of flower, seed, leaf, time of flowering 
and other features,”Deepu Mathew, scien-
tist in Kerala Agricultural University, Thrissur 
told India Science Wire. Such information, he 
said, is critical for breeders and farmers. For 
instance, while most mango plants flower in 
October –November and bear fruit till mid-
May, Neelam flowers in March and fruit pro-
duction peaks in June.

More than 20 attributes can be easily ac-
cessed by selecting the varieties from a drop-
down menu in the database. There is a sepa-
rate section where flowers, fruits and leaf 
images are also stored for easy identification. 

Researchers have taken care to select di-
verse varieties for their database bringing a 
sophistication lacking in other databases. 
Each of the 40 varieties listed online were 
carefully selected from a collection of 160 
varieties that are grown and maintained by 
KAU since 1992 as a part of gene sanctuary.  
From these, 40 most distinct plants were se-
lected using easily identifiable traits like fruit 
colour, fruit size, type of flower, tree size, type 
of leaf etc.

“Gene sanctuaries are collections that 
include all varieties of plants regardless of 
whether they are commercially favorable or 
not,”explained Mathew. Such collections are 
of immense value for crop breeding. Some 
plants don’t produce sweet fruits but they may 
be resistant against pests, or temperature. So 
from breeding point of view they could be of 
immense value, explains Mathew.

The research team included T. Radha, Pri-
yanka James, S. Simi, Sangeetha P. Davis, P. A. 
Nazeem and M. R. Shylaja. 

A 
new survey has revealed that 
not just illiterate but even ed-
ucated people are not aware 
about proper use of antibiotics 
and dangers of antibiotic resist-

ance. 
Scientists at Pune-based National 

Chemical Laboratory conducted the sur-
vey with a select group of 504 persons cov-
ering all strata sections of society.  Nearly 
half (47%) of the people were unaware of 
the difference between over-the-counter 
drugs and antibiotics. 

One in four believed that dose-skip-
ping does not contribute to antibiotic re-
sistance, while one in ten practiced self-
medication.One in five bought medicines 
without prescription or started an anti-
biotic course by merely calling a doctor 
without proper medical examination, ac-
cording to results of the survey published 
in journal Current Science.

Further, more than half of the post-
graduates surveyed were not aware that 
there was a red line on the medicine strips 
and this indicates that it is a prescription 
drug and its over-the-counter sale is not 
allowed. The situation was worse among 
less educated respondents – 71% under-
graduates and 58.5% graduates were ig-
norant about the ‘red line’ introduced on 
antibiotic strips.

Among Illiterates, none had any idea 

about the significance of the red line or 
for that matter specificity of antibiotics 
towards bacterial infection. They neither 
could differentiate between on the coun-
ter sale drugs and antibiotics, nor were 
they aware of antibiotic resistance. They 
could not differentiate between viral and 
bacterial infections and were unaware 
of the fact that antibiotics are not used 
to cure viral infections. Many respond-
ents were also ignorant about the need to 
check expiry date on antibiotic strips. 

Excessive antibiotic usage and skip-
ping of prescribed antibiotic dose are ma-
jor reasons for pathogens developingre-
sistance to antibiotics. 

But a majority of people tended to skip 
the dose and even stop the prescribed 
course once they felt better. The survey 
indicates that educated population is the 
highest consumers of antibiotics and self 
medication on regular basis was observed 
in this group.  

“The survey results underline the fact 
that there is a need to educate people 
about antibiotic usage, disposal and dan-
gers of irrational use,” said Dr. AnuRaghu-
nathan, who conducted the survey along 
with her colleague Dr. Deepanwita Baner-
jee. 

“There is a need to implement an edu-
cational and public awareness programs 
and to administer appropriate antibiotic 
control policies which can prohibit availa-
bility of drugs without a medical prescrip-
tion,” DrRaghunathan told India Science 
Wire.

In other words, one is constantly discovering 
a visual field. Everything you feel, you feel for 
the first time. Perception is really exploration 
and, if we can perceive anything at all, it is be-
cause we are constantly matching incoming 
sensory signals to available mental models. 
You rarely fail to recognise objects in your sur-
roundings. The world is always already mean-
ingful, and it is sometimes beautiful.

The process by which a mind adapts to 
its world is so effective that people constantly 
mistake one for the other. When a large part 
of thought matches a large part of world, one 
might consciously feel what we call aesthetic 
emotions. Historically, aesthetics is the sci-
ence of how perception meets cognition, the 
science of how you know what you see. The 
majority of aesthetic emotions are uncon-
scious. They occur every time you see some-
thing. When you see something important 
enough, you might experience these emo-
tions consciously. This happens through bod-
ily changes such as tears, heartbeat increase, 

sweat – or shivers. The strange thing with 
shivering is that humans seem to shiver both 
when they are perfectly capable of predicting 
the behaviour of external objects in real time, 
when it all fits together so well, and, surpris-
ingly, when nothing at all can be predicted, 
when the situation goes out of control.

I propose that psychogenic shivers corre-
spond to an event where the measure of the 
total similarity between all sensory signals 
and available mental models reaches a lo-
cal peak value. This can be expressed math-
ematically in terms of the rate of change of 
a function of conditional similarity. In this 
context, any change in learning corresponds 
to an aesthetic emotion. When the function 
reaches a local maximum, its derivative tends 
toward zero, and learning slows down. This 
corresponds to a ‘turning’ point in your total 
knowledge. Ten years ago, Perlovsky predicted 
that such an event should involve knowledge 
about other minds and about the meaning of 
life. 

We know that psychogenic shivers can be 
inhibited by an excitant, the opioid-antago-
nist naloxone. Naloxone is what you would 
inject in a clinical setting to a patient who is 
victim of an overdose; it is the antagonist of 
morphine. It does not come as a surprise that 
most of my subjects state that they relax after 
they experience an aesthetic shiver. Besides a 
clear analogy with the sexual drive, what does 
this tell us about the exploratory drive?

I argue that stories that provoke the shivers 
might bring about this relief of tension by al-
lowing humans to overcome conflicts among 
fundamental parts of the mind. Such stories 
might help us to deal with internal contradic-
tions, where both elements are equally resist-
ant to change. Leon Festinger, who in 1957 
invented the theory of cognitive dissonance, 
named this a dissonance of maximum ampli-
tude. The mind creates stories to overcome its 
own contradictions. Anthropologists call this 
a myth, and we know from a wealth of work in 
anthropology that rituals are likely to provoke 

Courtesy Rex Features/Shutterstock/Paramount

Researchers at NCL, Pune

Dr Vaishali Lavekar
India Science Wire
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Act as change makers to improve 
lives of marginalised, prez tells guvs

23 injured in two grenade attacks in Kashmir 

Security beefed in view of 
Operation Blue Star anniversary

Tension in 
bureaucracy-AAP 
govt. ties evident 
at CM’s Iftar party 

Aircel-Maxis PMLA case: P Chidambaram 
expected to appear before ED today   

Maharashtra Congress to complain against CM to EC

India calls for joint BRICS action against terror financing Mattis praises Modi for speaking about 
dangers of loans that are ‘too good to be true’

PTI

President Ram Nath Kovind presents medal to a student at the 9th convocation of Dr YS Parmar University 
of Horticulture & Forestry in Solan, Himachal Pradesh on Monday.

PTI

Bharat Raksha Manch activists raise slogans against the recent incidents of ceasefire violation from 
Pakistan side of the border in Jammu on Monday, June 4, 2018.

PTI

Narendra Modi (File Photo)
PTI

External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj (2nd R) at the 2nd formal 
meeting of the BRICS Ministers of External Affairs, in Pretoria on 
June 4, 2018.

PTI

Punjab Police personnel take out a flag march as security beefs up 
in the city ahead of the 34th anniversary of Operation Blue Star, in 
Amritsar on Monday, June 4, 2018.

New Delhi, June 4 (PTI): 
President Ram Nath Ko-
vind today asked the gov-
ernors of states to act as 
change makers by im-
proving the lives of mar-
ginalised people and en-
hancing higher education 
standards.

In his opening address 
at the two-day conference 
of governors and lt gover-
nors, which began at the 
Rashtrapati Bhavan, he 
said a governor is a men-
tor and guide for the state 
government and an im-
portant link in the federal 
structure. 

“The people of the 
state view the office of the 
governor and the Raj Bha-
van as a fount of ideals 
and values,” Kovind said.

He said there are ap-
proximately 100 million 
people in the country who 
belong to the Scheduled 
Tribes. 

“As governors you can 
help in the shaping of 
a road map for the bet-
terment of lives of our 
fellow citizens, who have 
not benefited as much 
as expected from our de-
velopment journey,” the 
president said.

He said India is bless-
ed with the largest youth 
population in the world. 

“As governors, you are 

guardians of our youth 
in the sense that you can 
inspire young people to 
absorb the right moral 
values and you can moti-
vate them to both pursue 
modern education and 
remain sensitive to our In-
dian ethos,” Kovind said.

Talking about the 
higher education scenario 
in the country, the presi-
dent said 69 per cent of 
total universities in India 
come under the purview 
of state governments and 
about 94 per cent of stu-

dents enrolled for higher 
education study in these 
universities.

With governors as 
chancellors of most of 
these universities, Kovind 
said, they should provide 
the necessary impetus 
and inspiration to these 
institutions and enhance 
the level of scholarship. 

“You can help ensure 
that admissions of stu-
dents and appointments 
of teachers in state uni-
versities are completed 
well in time and in a trans-

parent manner. You can 
also help ensure that ex-
aminations, declaration 
of results and convoca-
tions take place as sched-
uled. It is for you to inspire 
state universities to main-
tain this discipline and 
integrity,” Kovind said.

The president said it is 
equally essential to keep 
the academic curriculum 
updated to maintain the 
contemporary relevance 
of education. 

“As governors of your 
states, it is for you to en-

gage the youth and moti-
vate them to use their aca-
demic achievements for 
the welfare of society and 
of our country. We need 
to strive collectively for a 
better life for our coming 
generations,” he said.

Kovind also sought 
suggestions from the gov-
ernors on celebrations 
for the 150th birth an-
niversary of Mahatma 
Gandhi. “There would be 
no better way to cherish 
his memory than to strive 
for genuine and meaning-
ful social transformation,” 
he said.

The Centre has decid-
ed to commemorate the 
150th birth anniversary 
of Mahatma Gandhi over 
a 24-month period com-
mencing October 2, 2018.

“Gandhiji gave us an 
unfailing talisman. He 
said that to judge the ef-
ficacy of any action we 
contemplate, we should 
ask ourselves if it would 
be of help to the weakest, 
poorest and most dis-
advantaged person we 
know. 

We must keep this 
talisman in mind and I 
would welcome sugges-
tions from all of you to 
put Gandhiji’s ideals and 
values into practice,” the 
president said.

Srinagar, June 4 (IANS): 
Twenty-three people, in-
cluding eight security per-
sonnel, were injured on 
Monday in two grenade 
attacks by militants in 
Jammu and Kashmir. One 
of the victims was a CRPF 
Deputy Superintendent.

Police said militants 
hurled a grenade at a po-
lice party in Shopian town 
in the morning, injuring 
four policemen and 12 
civilians.

“The injured were 
shifted to a hospital for 
treatment and the area 

was cordoned off for 
searches,” a police officer 
said.

Doctors at the Shopian 
district hospital said the 
injured included four po-
licemen and 12 civilians.

“A girl with critical 
splinter injuries was re-
ferred to Srinagar for spe-
cialized treatment. The 
SHO (Station House Of-
ficer) of Shopian, Gulzar 
Ahmad, and three con-
stables were injured,” a 
doctor said.

In another attack, mili-
tants lobbed a grenade 

at a Central Reserve Po-
lice Force (CRPF) patrol in 
Pulwama town, injuring 
four CRPF personnel and 
three civilians. The injured 
included CRPF Deputy Su-
perintendent Anuj Pathak.

The attack occurred at 
4.45 p.m. The injured have 
been shifted to a hospital, 
police said.

The militants have 
continued to attack secu-
rity forces despite a unilat-
eral but conditional truce 
announced by New Delhi 
during the holy month of 
Ramadan.

Amritsar, June 4 (PTI): 
Over 3,000 police person-
nel have been deployed 
around the Golden temple 
here in view of Operation 
Blue Star anniversary to be 
observed in its premises 
on June 6. 

Security has been 
beefed up in the city in 
view of lakhs of Sikh devo-
tees expected to throng 
the Akal Takhat (the high-
est Sikh temporal seat), 
officials said here today.

The army had carried 
out Operation Blue Star in 
June 1984 to flush out the 
hiding militants from the 
temple complex. 

Leaves of police of-
ficers have been can-
celled with directions to 
join duties forthwith in 
view of the anniversary, 
officials said today add-
ing around 3,200 police 
personnel have been de-
ployed around the temple 
complex.

Heavy police force has 
been deployed on all the 
entry and exit points of 
the city including airport, 
railway station and city 
bypass.

The government se-
curity agencies and Shiro-
mani Gurdwara Parband-
hak Committee (SGPC) 
officials are constantly 
working to maintain law 
and order in the city, with 

Washington, June 4 (PTI): 
US Defence Secretary 
James Mattis has praised 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi for speaking about 
massive debts, saying he 
made a really good point 
about the dangers of ac-
cepting loans that are “too 
good to be true”. 

Mattis met the prime 
minister on the sidelines 
of the International Insti-
tute for Strategic Studies’ 
17th Asia Security Sum-
mit -- also known as the 
Shangri-La Dialogue -- in 
Singapore on Saturday. 
Prime Minister Modi de-
livered the key-note ad-
dress at the annual con-
ference.

“He (Modi) made a re-
ally good point there about 
the dangers of accepting 
loans that are too good to 
be true, and being forced 
into another agenda,” 
Mattis told reporters on 
his way back home from 
Shangri-La Dialogue in 
Singapore yesterday.

“I remember India 
(Modi), that speech. It 
was like listening to one 

of those old-timey people. 
I thought he was really 
great, and you know just 
hammering home. I really 
liked his point about mas-
sive debt,” Mattis said.

Massive debt -- and 
I was thinking that night 
after I went back to my 
room, you could lose your 
sovereignty and your free-
dom from debt more than 
a soldier with a bayoneted 
rifle, you know? You can 
lose it economically in-
stead, the US Defence Sec-
retary said.

Modi had criticised 
governments that put oth-
er nations under “impossi-

ble burdens of debt”. Both 
were likely references to 
China for its behaviour in 
the disputed South China 
Sea and its Belt and Road 
Initiative infrastructure 
projects which involves 
giving loans to other coun-
tries.

China has given mas-
sive loans to countries 
like Sri Lanka and Paki-
stan which, according to 
reports, have become a 
burden on them.

“They must empower 
nations, not place them 
under impossible debt 
burden. They must pro-
mote trade, not strategic 

Johannesburg, June 4 
(IANS): Indian External 
Affairs Minister Sushma 
Swaraj on Monday called 
for joint action by the 
BRICS grouping against 
money laundering and 
financing of terrorists.

Addressing the BRICS 
(Brazil, Russia, India, 
China, South Africa) For-
eign Ministers’ meeting 
here, she said that Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has given a call for a 
BRICS Counter-Terrorism 
Strategy “for joint action 
with a focus on money 
laundering, terrorist-fi-
nance, cyber-space and 
de-radicalization as our 
priorities”.

With BRICS coopera-
tion in strategic security, 
counter-terrorism, UN 
reforms, de-radicalisation, 
cyber security, energy se-
curity, international and 
regional hot-spots be-
ing deliberated in detail 
during meetings of the 
grouping’s National Se-
curity Advisors, she said: 
“Our meeting today takes 
place at a time when mul-
tilateralism, international 
trade, and rules based 
world order face strong 

competition. On these 
principles, we are pre-
pared to work with eve-
ryone,” Modi said amidst 
the growing global con-
cern over the so-called 
Chinese model of “debt 
diplomacy.” 

Responding to a ques-
tion, if Mattis would be 
invited to China after his 
strong remarks against 
them at Singapore, he said, 
he is still going there.

“I’m still certainly go-
ing to China. They’re en-
titled to their view. I saw 
them at lunch yesterday, 
which would have been 
after I spoke, and we en-
joyed our Coca-Cola to-
gether, and we talked. 
Nothing adversarial at 
all,” he said. 

Meanwhile in Wash-
ington, Pentagon spokes-
person Captain Jeff Davis 
said yesterday that India 
and the US have pledged 
to continue their strong 
bilateral strategic partner-
ship and affirmed their 
commitment to maintain-
ing peace, stability and 
prosperity in the region.

head-winds.
She also said that 

BRICS countries have con-
tributed to global stabil-
ity and growth in a world 
drifting towards uncer-
tainty.

Later addressing the 
media here along with her 
counterparts from the oth-
er BRICS nations, Sushma 
Swaraj said that India at-
taches great importance 
to its engagement with 
BRICS.

“BRICS brings togeth-
er almost 42 per cent of 
global population, with 

impressive growth, invest-
ment and trade share,” 
she said, adding that in 
Monday’s meeting, the 
leaders exchanged views 
on current issues of global 
significance in political, 
security, and economic 
spheres.

“There exists consid-
erable potential for BRICS 
to take our cooperation 
to an even higher level. 
We appreciate initiatives 
being undertaken during 
South Africa’s Chairman-
ship. We are supportive to 
the theme and priorities 

listed by South Africa for 
2018.”

Sh e  a l s o  s t re s s e d 
how 2018 was of special 
significance for both as 
they were commemorat-
ing the 25th anniversary 
of diplomatic relations, 
100th birth anniversary of 
the iconic South African 
leader Nelson Mandela 
and the 125th anniversary 
of the Pietermaritzburg 
train incident of Mahatma 
Gandhi.

During her visit here, 
Sushma Swaraj will also 
chair the IBSA (India, Bra-
zil, South Africa) Foreign 
Ministers’ Meeting.

On Wednesday, she 
will visit the Phoenix Set-
tlement, a South African 
Heritage site, marking the 
place that served as Gan-
dhi’s home and where he 
developed his philosophy 
of non-violence.

She will also partici-
pate in a series of events 
on Wednesday-Thursday 
at Pietermaritzburg to 
commemorate the 125th 
anniversary of the historic 
incident in the train com-
partment that became a 
catalyst for Gandhi’s Satya-
graha movement.

the SGPC deploying its 
volunteers in the mar-
bled periphery of Golden 
temple.

Director General of 
Punjab Police, Suresh 
Arora, visited the Golden 
Temple on June 2 along 
with senior police officers 
of the district including 
Commissioner of Police 
to take stock of security 
arrangements in view of 
Operation Blue Star An-

niversary. Security at Indo-
Pak border has also been 
tightened, with BSF night 
patrolling party keeping 
an hawk eye at zero line, 
officials said. 

Meanwhile, the radi-
cal Sikh outfit Dal Khalsa 
spokesperson Kanwarpal 
Singh said a call for Amrit-
sar bandh has been given 
on June 6 to protest Army 
action in Golden temple 
34 years ago.

New Delhi, June 4 (PTI): 
There were no signs of 
thaw in the bitter ties be-
tween the bureaucracy 
and the AAP government, 
as all senior officials stayed 
away from the Iftar party 
hosted by Delhi Chief Min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal this 
evening.

The party at the Palika 
Services Officers Institute 
in the Chanakyapuri area 
remained a low-key af-
fair, as most of the promi-
nent invitees, including 
Lieutenant Governor Anil 
Baijal and former chief 
minister Shiela Dikshit, 
choose to give it a miss. 

Chief Secretary Anshu 
Prakash and other senior 
officials also did not attend 
the event. 

Deputy chief minis-
ter Manish Sisodia and 
ministers Imran Hussain, 
Satyendra Jain and Gopal 
Rai were present.

Addressing the media 
after Iftar, Kejriwal said 
some forces were trying 
to divide the nation on 
religious lines. 

The Delhi government 
under Kejriwal has had 
frequent run-ins with the 
police and the bureauc-
racy.

Mumbai, June 4 (IANS): The Ma-
harashtra Congress on Monday said 
it will lodge a complain with the 
Election Commission (EC) alleging 
misuse of power and violations of 
the election code of conduct by Chief 
Minister Devendra Fadnavis, five 
days after Shiv Sena President Ud-
dhav Thackeray termed the Palghar 
Lok Sabha bypolls “a farce”.

Congress spokesperson Sachin 
Sawant and other leaders will meet 
Chief Election Commissioner O.P. 
Rawat in New Delhi on Tuesday 
morning with their plea.

They plan to apprise him of how 
Fadnavis had repeatedly violated the 
election model code of conduct and 

misused government machinery in 
the May 28 by-elections that were 
held in Palghar besides Bhandara-
Gondiya (both in Maharashtra).

“Was the entire election machin-
ery working under the pressures of 
the Chief Minister, this is the suspi-
cion that has arisen out of the situ-
ation during the election process,” 
Sawant said.

He pointed out that during the 
elections, the Congress complained 
to the Returning Officers several 
times regarding this but no action 
was taken against them by the EC.

The Congress delegation plans to 
submit a memorandum to the CEC 
on these issues which have raised 

serious doubts in the minds of the 
people, he added. On May 31, Thack-
eray had charged that large-scale 
manipulations were carried out in the 
Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) 
with the knowledge of the EC officials.

Accusing the EC of becoming a 
“corrupt body” and a puppet in the 
hands of the ruling party, the Sena 
chief directly questioned whether the 
CEC had any “control over the elec-
tion machinery”.

In the two Lok Sabha bypolls in 
the state, the Bharatiya Janata Party 
retained the Palghar seat trouncing 
the main Sena rival, but it lost the 
Bhandara-Gondiya seat to the Na-
tionalist Congress Party.

New Delhi, June 4 (PTI): Former fi-
nance minister P Chidambaram is ex-
pected to depose before the Enforce-
ment Directorate here tomorrow in 
connection with the Aircel-Maxis 
money laundering case.

Official sources said the agency 
has issued fresh summons to the sen-
ior Congress leader to appear before 
the investigating officer of the case.

Chidambaram’s role has come 
under the scanner in the INR 3,500 
crore Aircel-Maxis deal in which the 
ED has already questioned his son, 
Karti.

The former finance minister, also 
the ex-home minister, had last week 
approached the court of Special 
Judge O P Saini seeking relief from 
arrest by the ED in this case.

The court had directed the ED not 
to take any coercive action or arrest 
him till June 5 in connection with 
the case.

The ED had first asked him to 
appear before it on May 30, and on 
the the same day, Chidambaram had 
approached the court. 

The Aircel-Maxis cases pertains to 
grant of Foreign Investment Promo-
tion Board clearance to firm M/S Glo-
bal Communication Holding Services 
Ltd in 2006 for investment in Aircel.

The Supreme Court had on March 
12 directed investigating agencies 
-- the CBI and the ED -- to complete 
their probe into the 2G spectrum al-
location cases, including the Aircel 
Maxis alleged money laundering 
case, in six months.

The ED had said that the FIPB 
approval in the Aircel-Maxis FDI 
case was granted in March 2006 by 
Chidambaram even though he was 
competent to accord approval on 
project proposals only up to INR 600 
crore and beyond that it required the 
approval of the Cabinet Committee 
on Economic Affairs (CCEA).

The ED is investigating “the cir-
cumstances of the FIPB approval 
granted (in 2006) by the then finance 
minister.” 

The ED is probing the Aircel-
Maxis deal under the PMLA after 
taking cognisance of a 2011 CBI FIR 
in the case.

However, the agencies have 
maintained that the FIR in the case 
has not been quashed.
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North Korea ‘military reshuffle’ 
raises eyebrows in Seoul 

US, N.Korea hold 5th round 
of summit prep talks

Have absolute right to pardon myself— Trump

14 killed in suicide bombing 
on Afghan clerics’ meeting

Chinese citizens remember 
Tiananmen ‘Tank Man’

Israel launches military exercises 
amid tensions with Gaza, Iran 

Seoul, June 4 (PTI/AFP): 
Seoul is monitoring de-
velopments in the North’s 
military, it said today af-
ter reports Pyongyang 
replaced three of its top 
military officials ahead of 
a summit with the United 
States.

Pre s i d e n t  D o n a l d 
Trump is due to meet with 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un on June 12 in Sin-
gapore with Pyongyang’s 
nuclear arsenal high on 
the agenda and reports 
said that the reshuffle 
could be aimed at taming 
the military.

Late last month the 
North’s state media re-
vealed that Kim Su Gil 
had been appointed as 
director of the military’s 
powerful General Political 
Bureau (GPB), replacing 
Kim Jong Gak.

According to Yonhap 
news agency, which cited 
intelligence sources, the 
chief of the general staff 

Ri Myong Su has also been 
replaced by his deputy, Ri 
Yong Gil.

And defence minister 
Pak Yong Sik has been 
succeeded by No Kwang 
Chol, previously first vice 
minister, it added.

The wholesale reshuf-
fle would be unusual if 
confirmed, Seoul’s unifi-
cation ministry said.

“We will monitor re-
lated developments,” 
ministry spokesman Baik 
Tae-hyun told reporters.

Pyongyang’s military, 
known as the Korean Peo-
ple’s Army, is immensely 
influential in the North 
and a centre of power in 
its own right, symbolised 
by the way Kim is habitu-
ally flanked by generals on 
one side and civilians on 
the other when attending 
major ceremonial events.

According to research-
ers at NK Leadership 
Watch, the change at the 
top of the GPB “represents 

a continuation of tighten-
ing Party control over the 
KPA”.

The political bureau 
could be in a position to 
resist policy decisions by 
the leadership or try to 
profit from future South 
Korean economic aid, it 
said.

But new GPB director 
Kim Su Gil was a “highly 
trusted” lieutenant of 
leader Kim Jong Un, it 
added, who appointed 
him to the Pyongyang 
party committee -- once 
a powerbase for his uncle 
Jang Song Thaek -- after 
having the older man 
executed for treason in 
2013.

Reports said the wider 
changes could be aimed 
at preventing objections 
in the North’s senior mili-
tary ranks to any sudden 
changes in the country’s 
nuclear policy.

No Kwang Chol, the 
new defence minister, was 

US and North Korean officials held a fifth round of work-
ing-level talks at the border truce village of Panmunjom 
on Monday to prepare for a planned summit between the 
leaders of the two countries.

Sung Kim, US ambassador to the Philippines and 
former nuclear envoy, is leading the American delegation 
while the North’s team is headed by Pyongyang’s Vice For-
eign Minister Choe Son-hui, reports Yonhap News Agency. 

They met in the same place on May 27, May 30, June 
2 and 3.

The two sides are expected to focus on narrowing the 
gaps over how to achieve Pyongyang’s complete, verifi-
able and irreversible denuclearization (CVID) and offer 
in return Washington’s security guarantee in the same 
CVI manner.

The two sides could also discuss the issue of declaring 
a formal end to the 1950-53 Korean War.

On June 1, US President Donald Trump put the 
planned summit with Kim Jong-un back on track after 
he cancelled it on May 24, citing “open hostility” from the 
communist regime. 

Washington, June 4 (PTI): 
US President Donald 
Trump said today that 
he has “absolute right to 
pardon” himself as he 
slammed the opposi-
tion Democratic party for 
witch-hunt against him 
alleging that the appoint-
ment of a special counsel 
is unconstitutional.

Former FBI Director 
Robert Mueller is the Spe-
cial Counsel appointed by 
the Department of Justice 
to investigate into the al-
legation of Russian inter-
ference in the 2016 presi-
dential elections in Trump’s 

favour.
“The appointment of 

the Special Counsel is total-
ly UNCONSTITUTIONAL! 
Despite that, we play the 
game because I, unlike 
the Democrats, have done 
nothing wrong!” Trump 
tweeted. 

“As has been stated by 
numerous legal scholars, I 
have the absolute right to 
PARDON myself, but why 
would I do that when I have 
done nothing wrong?” he 
tweeted.

“In the meantime, the 
never ending Witch Hunt, 
led by 13 very Angry and 

AP/PTI

Donald Trump (File Photo)

AP/PTI

Security personnel block the road after a suicide attack in Kabul, Afghanistan, Monday, June 4, 2018. 

known as a “moderate”, 
Yonhap cited the intel-
ligence source as saying.

“The North appears to 

have brought in new fig-
ures... as the previous of-
ficials lacked flexibility in 
thinking,” the source said.

Conflicted Democrats (& 
others) continues into the 
mid-terms!” he said, un-
leashing a series of tweets 
on completing 500 days in 
office.

Trump claimed that he 
has accomplished more 
than any other presidents 
in the first 500 days in of-
fice.

“This is my 500th. Day 
in Office and we have ac-
complished a lot - many 
believe more than any 
President in his first 500 
days,” he said.

“Massive Tax & Reg-
ulation Cuts, Military & 
Vets, Lower Crime & Ille-
gal Immigration, Stronger 
Borders, Judgeships, Best 
Economy & Jobs EVER, and 
much more...,” he said.

“We had Repeal & Re-
place done (and the sav-
ing to our country of one 
trillion dollars) except for 
one person, but it is getting 
done anyway. Individual 
Mandate is gone and great, 
less expensive plans will be 
announced this month. 
Drug prices coming down 
& Right to Try! tweeted the 
US president.

Jerusalem, June 4 (IANS): 
The Israel i  a ir  force 
launched an air strike on 
Gaza, amid a new round of 
escalation between Israel 
and Gaza militants, and 
tension with Iran.

A military spokesper-
son confirmed in a state-
ment that fighter jets 
struck 15 sites in Gaza, say-
ing the attack on Sunday 
night was a response to the 
firing of rockets towards 
Israel earlier, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

In the Israeli attack, 
the air force hit a rocket 
and weapons manufac-
turing and storage facility 
in the central Gaza Strip 
and other sites in the re-
gion of Khan Yunis in the 
southern Gaza Strip, the 
spokesperson said.

In addition, an urban 
warfare training facility 
was bombed in the neigh-
bourhood of Shuja’iyya, 
and infrastructure belong-
ing to the Hamas naval 
forces was struck too.

Since Saturday night, 
rocket fire exchange from 
Gaza and Israeli air strikes 
were resumed after a few 

days of calm, threatening 
to break a de facto cease-
fire that halted mutual fire 
last week.

Also on Sunday, Israel 
struggled to put out fire 
caused by kites with in-
cendiary devices launched 
by Palestinians in the be-
sieged enclave. A military 
spokesperson said in a 
statement on Sunday that 
exercises were planned 
in advance as part of the 
military’s routine train-
ing plans to maintain the 
preparedness and fitness 
of the forces.

The exercise will last 
through Wednesday.

The other exercise, 
which already began on 
Sunday morning, is being 
carried out by the air force, 
and will continue until 
Thursday.

The exercise involves 
all Israel’s air force bases, 
according to the state-
ment. “As part of the exer-
cise, a large movement of 
aircraft over the country’s 
skies will be felt, explo-
sions will be heard, and 
sirens will be activated 
for training purposes in 

air force bases and their 
vicinity,” the spokesperson 
said.

The exercises come 
amid peak tensions along 
the security fence separat-
ing the Gaza Strip and Isra-
el, where Israel has carried 
out dozens of airstrikes on 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad 
targets in Gaza, while the 
Gaza militants fired doz-
ens of projectiles at south-
ern Israel.

At least 122 Palestin-
ians have been killed by 
Israeli fire since March 30, 
the first day of the ongoing 
Palestinian “Great March 
of Return” rally against 
Israel’s crippling blockade 
since 2007 and the US em-
bassy move to the disput-
ed holy city of Jerusalem.

The escalation came 
after Israeli forces shot and 
killed at least 122 Palestin-
ians since the demonstra-
tions started a months ago, 
most of them killed during 
protests in the vicinity of 
the fence to protest the 
blockade imposed by Is-
rael and the inauguration 
of the new US embassy in 
Jerusalem. 

Islamabad, June 4 (PTI): 
Pakistan Army today said 
that there was no space for 
any war with India as both 
are nuclear powers, but 
warned that its desire for 
peace should not be mis-
taken for weakness.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Maj Gen Asif Gha-
foor, the Director General 
of Inter-Services Public Re-
lations (ISPR) - the media 
wing of the army, accused 
India of carrying out 1,077 
ceasefire violations since 
the start of 2018 to date.

“Our defence, our de-
sire for peace, should not 
be mistaken for weakness,” 
Ghafoor said.

“War happens when 
diplomacy fails,” he said, 
adding the two sides re-
mained in touch with each 
other over bilateral issues 
but India backed out of 
having a dialogue.

Ghafoor said Pakistan 
had not responded to In-
dian firing, which followed 
an agreement by the two 
countries’ militaries last 
week to adhere to the 2003 
ceasefire agreement, but 
was “compelled” to re-
spond only when civilians 
were targeted.

“If India fires the first 
bullet and no harm is 
occurred, we will not re-
spond. If India fires the 
second bullet, then we will 
give a befitting response,” 
he said.

Ghafoor said Pakistan 
wants to respect the truce 
agreement.

Pak Army says 
no space for 
war with India 

Kabul, June 4 (IANS): At 
least 14 people were killed 
in a suicide bombing on a 
gathering of Afghanistan’s 
top clerics here on Monday, 
police said.

The bomber detonat-
ed his explosives near the 
entrance of a compound 
where over 2,000 religious 
scholars were meeting in 
the tent of the Loya Jirga, 
the council of elders, close 
to the Kabul Polytechnic 
University immediately 
after the clerics issued a fat-
wa against suicide bomb-
ings, the Afghan media 
reported.

No one immediately 
claimed responsibility for 

the attack. Initially, four 
people were reported 
killed but according to 
latest updates, the death 
toll climbed to 14. At least 
17 were injured in the 
attack, TOLO News re-
ported.

“The suicide attack 
happened outside the 
(Loya Jirga) tent when reli-
gious scholars were leaving 
the gathering,” Kabul Po-
lice spokesman Hashmat 
Stanikzai said. It was not 
immediately clear how 
many of them were among 
those killed.

“War in its all types is 
illegal according to Sharia 
and Islamic laws and it 

is nothing but shedding 
the blood of Muslims,” the 
Afghan clerics said in the 
fatwa.

“Suicide attacks, explo-
sions for killing people, 
division, insurgency, dif-
ferent types of corruption, 
robbery, kidnapping and 
any type of violence are 
counted as big sins in Islam 
and are against the order of 
the Almighty Allah,” they 
said.

The clerics also urged 
the Taliban to accept the 
Afghan government’s “un-
conditional” peace offer.

Kabul has been the tar-
get of multiple suicide at-
tacks so far this year.

Beijing, June 4 (IANS): 
Chinese citizens around 
the world on Monday re-
membered the lone man, 
armed with nothing more 
than two shopping bags, 
who stepped in front of a 
row of tanks moving down 
the streets of Beijing in 
1989.

Better known as “Tank 
Man”, he is one of the 
most enduring images of 
China’s violent military 
crackdown on democracy 
protesters in Tiananmen 
Square, the Guardian re-
ported.

On the 29th anniver-
sary of the Tiananmen 
crackdown, protesters are 
reenacting the face-off 
under hashtags including 
#Tankman2018 #Tank-
men2018, a campaign 
started by Chinese artist 
and cartoonist, Badiucao.

According to Badiu-
cao, Tank Man represents 
“something lost in China’s 
young generation now 
- the idealism, passion, 
sense of responsibility, and 
confidence that an indi-
vidual can make a change”. 

Badiucao gave instruc-
tions for protesters to take 
a photo of themselves 
wearing the “classic outfit” 
of Tank Man: white shirts, 
black pants, and black 
shoes, while holding two 
white bags. 

Zhou Fengsuo, a Chi-
nese activist who was a 
student leader during the 
1989 protests, posted pho-
tos of himself in Wash-
ington, the Guardian re-
ported.

Others, from Canada 
to New Zealand, posted 
images of themselves in 
solidarity with Tank Man.

In 1989, Chinese stu-
dents, workers and other 
protesters held dem-
onstrations and hunger 
strikes calling for demo-
cratic reforms. 

On June 4, the move-
ment came to a halt when 
more than 200,000 soldiers 
were deployed to end the 
protest, killing hundreds 
of civilians.

On June 5, 1989, a man 
in a loose white shirt on 
a street near Tiananmen 
Square, walked out by a 
crosswalk in front of a col-
umn of tanks. 

As the first tank tried 
to move around him, he 
blocked its path. The tank 
stopped and he climbed 
onto it, pounding on the 
hatchet and appeared to 
speak to a soldier inside. 
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Kanye West was diagnosed with ‘mental condition’ at 39

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

5.30 pm: Deadpool- 2 (Eng) 2d

12.30 pm: Parmanu

10 am, 3 pm, 8 pm: Veere Di Wedding

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

It took 8 years to eradicate 
polio from the country — 
Amitabh Bachchan

Richard Gere is ‘happiest 
man in the universe’

Ex-Venom guitarist Mantas 
suffers heart attack

Farhan Akhtar condemns 
Shillong violence

Taylor Swift launches Pride 
Month with heartfelt speech

M
egastar 
Amitabh 
Bachchan 
said it took 
eight years 

for India to become polio 
free and he is happy to have 
contributed to the cause.

India was declared polio-
free in 2014 by World Health 
Organisation (WHO).

The 75-year-old actor, 
who became the UNICEF 
goodwill ambassador for the 
polio eradication campaign 
in India in 2002, believes his 
erstwhile on-screen per-
sona of an angry young man 
played a catalyst in spreading 
awareness about the disease.

“When we started the 
campaign, it wasn’t very suc-
cessful, as people were not 
very receptive to the thought. 
But then Piyush (Pandey) 
wanted me to be the angry 

old man and talk loudly in 
my ads scolding the people 
for not taking the polio drops. 
And it worked. 

“When a few ladies in the 
rural areas were asked as to 
why they came for the polio 
drops, they quipped that they 
did not want to anger Amitji 
any further. It took eight 
years to eradicate polio from 
our country and I am happy 
could contribute to it,” Bach-
chan said in a press release. 

The actor recently was 
felicitated with the ‘Master 
of Creativity’ title at Kyoorius 
Creative Awards that honours 
excellence in creativity.

Bachchan was honoured 
for his contribution in the 
world of advertising and 
marketing.

PTI

A
ctor Richard Gere 
says he is the 
happiest man in 
the universe after 
getting married to 

girlfriend Alejandra Silva in 
an Indian-inspired wedding.

Silva, 35, and Gere, 68, 
tied the knot in a ceremony 
that took place on the actor’s 
ranch outside New York 
earlier this year. 

“I feel like I’m in a true 
fairytale. Without a doubt, I 
feel like the luckiest woman 
in the world,” Silva told 
Hello! of her wedding day.

The couple have been 
dating since 2014 and met 
when Gere came to stay 
at the hotel owned by her 
family. 

Their romantic day was 
Indian-inspired, with the 
couple making quite an 
entrance to their ceremony 
in a tuk-tuk. 

They imported tents 
from Jaipur and decorated 
their flowers with Tibetan 
flags. 

“I’m the happiest man 
in the universe. How could 

I not be? I’m married to a 
beautiful woman who is 
smart, sensitive, committed 
to helping people, who’s fun, 
patient, who knows how to 
forgive, who’s a great cook, 
and who makes the best 
salads in the world,” Gere 
said, reports metro.co.uk.

“Alejandra meditates, 
she’s a vegetarian, a great 
mother, has the touch of 
an angel - and she’s also 
Spanish: the land of kings 
and queens, of Cervantes 
and Bunuel. You can’t get 
any better than that.”

This is the third time 
he has walked down the 
aisle. He had a four-year 
marriage to model Cindy 
Crawford from 1991 to 
1995. He also enjoyed a 
14-year marriage with 
model Carey Lowell, 
which formally ended 
in 2016. 

Silva was previous-
ly married to Govind 
Friedland, with 
whom she shares a 
son.

IANS

F
ormer Venom and current 
Venom Inc. guitarist Jeff 
‘Mantas’ Dunn is recovering 
from heart surgery following a 
major heart attack in Portugal.

The band released a statement to 
say that Dunn had suffered a heart 
attack on April 30, and momentar-
ily died before being resuscitated. He 
subsequently underwent double bypass 
surgery in his adopted home of Lisbon.

Dunn, who co-founded black metal 
pioneers Venom in Newcastle in 1978, 
posted a lengthy explanation of what he 
said “easily ranks as the most terrifying 
experience of my life.”

“A day like any other, sun is shining 
and myself and Anita leave the house to 
drive to our next village.

“Anita needs a new inhaler so we 
call into the pharmacy to collect one… 
that is when everything changes. I start 
to experience what I can only describe 
as indigestion, but then the pain gets 
worse.

“I decide to go back to the car and 
wait but by this time the pain is unbear-
able. The staff of the pharmacy help me 
out of the car and take me back inside. 
An ambulance is called. On its arrival 
I am taken into the ambulance to be 
monitored and assessed. The pain is 
not subsiding in any way and so the the 
paramedics call for a doctor.

“When the doctor arrives with a 
nurse I am immediately hooked up 
to an ECG and given the news that it 
appears that 2 valves in my heart are 
blocked.

“I have been told that the paramed-

ics and doctor fought for just over 5 
minutes to bring me back… essentially I 
had died in the ambulance.”

Dunn went on to say that he is recu-
perating at home following emergency 
surgery.

“There have been things which have 
happened during these last few weeks, 
which I have found very hard to come to 
terms with but it’s getting better. There 
is still a way to go but I remain positive.”

Dunn formed Venom Inc. in 2014 
with ex-Venom singer Tony ‘Demolition 
Man’ Dolan. The band released their de-
but album, Ave, in 2017. The band have 
cancelled all touring plans until August. 
We wish Dunn a speedy recovery.

Loudersound

F
ilmmaker 
and actor 
Farhan Akhtar 
on Monday 
condemned 

the violence that has 
erupted in Shillong over a 
road skirmish a few days 
back and had refused to 
subside.

“Saddened to hear 
about violence in Shil-
long. Sincerely hope that 
whatever the issue is, it is 
resolved peacefully. Also 
hoping 
that 
my 

friends there and their 
families are safe and 
unhurt,” Farhan, 44, 
tweeted. 

Violence had erupted 
in the Meghalaya capital 
on May 31, after an alter-
cation between a driver 
of the Khasi community 
employed with the Shil-
long Public Transport 
Service and some Pun-
jabi women in Theme 
lew Mawlong, a Punjabi 
settlement there with 

around 350 households. 
The violence 

has continued 
over the next 
few days even 
after the parties 
involved in the 
skirmish reached 
a compromise. 

Minister of 
State for Home 
Affairs Kiren Ri-
jiju has denied ru-

mours of an attack 
on any Gurdwara or 
any Sikh institution.

Curfew was 
imposed in the 

violence-hit 
city, which was 
later relaxed for 
seven hours 
on Sunday.

IANS

T
aylor Swift helped kick-start 
Pride Month by delivering 
a passionate speech at her 
concert in Chicago.

The 28-year-old singer, 
who was in the city’s Soldier Field for a 
gig over the weekend, gave a shout-out 
to the members of the LGBTQ com-
munity for having the courage to be 
“vulnerable” about their feelings, 
Billboard reported.

“It’s very brave to be vulnerable 
about your feelings in any situa-
tion, but it’s even more brave to 
be honest about your feelings and 
who you love when you know that 
it might be met with adversity 
from society.

“This month and every month 
I want to send my love and re-
spect to everybody who has been 
brave enough to be honest about 
how they feel, to live their lives 
as they are, as they feel they 
should be, as they identify,” 
Swift told thousands of her 
fans in attendance.

The singer said Pride 
Month needs to be cel-
ebrated to mark how the 
society has progressed 
but also how the journey 
is far from over. 

“This is a month 
where I think we need to 
celebrate how far we’ve 
come, but I think we also 
need to acknowledge 
how far we have left to 
go. I want to send my 
love and respect to eve-
rybody who hasn’t felt 
comfortable enough 
to come out yet... 

“And may you 
do that on your 
own time and 
may we end up 
in a world where 
everyone can 
live and love 
equally and no 
one has to be 
afraid to all 
say how they 
feel,” Swift 
added.

The 
“Repu-

tation” hitmaker, who was wearing a 
rainbow dress for the gig, performed her 
new song “Delicate” at the event.

“When it comes to feelings and 
when it comes to love and searching 
for someone to spend your whole life 

with... It’s all just really, 
really delicate,” she 

added.
PTI

Rapper Kanye West has revealed that he was diagnosed with a “mental condi-
tion” when he was 39. He called it a “superpower”. “I had never been diagnosed 
until I was 39,” Kanye, now 40, said during an interview recorded with radio 
host Big Boy following the 40-year-old rapper’s Wyoming party for his new 
album “YE”, reports people.com. After clarifying that he was diagnosed with a 
“mental condition”, Kanye added: “But like I said on the album, it’s not a dis-
ability, it’s a superpower”. Although the musician declined to specify what he 
had been diagnosed with during the interview, Kanye had already confirmed 
on his new album that he is bipolar, calling it his “superpower”. (IANS)
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Mohammad Salah

Samuel Umtiti

Nwankwo Kanu

Former world heavyweight champion Tyson Fury says boxing is like a marriage in having high and lows but he has rediscovered his passion for the sport ahead of his first bout in 
924 days on Saturday. 

David Warner

PTI

Thailand skipper Sornnarin Tippoch gets bowled out against India during a Asia Cup match in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on Monday, June 4.

Mohamed Salah included in 
final Egypt World Cup squad

Warner to join Smith in Canadian T20 league

Umtiti’s new Barcelona 
contract has 500m euro buyout

Former world champion Fury back in love with boxing

Ex-Arsenal footballer Kanu robbed of 
$11,000 at Moscow airport – Agency

Haris Sohail replaces injured Babar for Scotland T20Is

Women’s Asia Cup: India beat Thailand by 66 runs

Cairo, June 4 (AFP): Liv-
erpool striker Mohamed 
Salah was included Mon-
day in Egypt’s 2018 World 
Cup squad despite still un-
derdoing treatment for a 
shoulder injury he suffered 
in the Champions League 
final, the Egyptian Football 
Association said.

Salah, who hit a stun-
ning 44 goals for Liverpool 
last season in all competi-
tions, was forced out of  
the final in tears last month 
clutching his left shoulder 
after being wrestled to the 
ground by Real Madrid 
captain Sergio Ramos.

Salah has undergone 
treatment in Valencia, 
Spain, in the hope of play-
ing a role in Egypt’s first ap-
pearance in the World Cup 
since 1990.

On Wednesday, the 
federation had said Salah 
would be out for “not more” 
than three weeks, mean-
ing he could miss Egypt’s 
opening World Cup Group 
A fixture against Uruguay 
on June 15. Egypt then 
face Russia on June 19 and 
Saudi Arabia on June 25.

23-man squad:
Goalkeepers: Essam 

El Hadary (Al Taawoun/
K S A ) ,  M o h a m e d  E l 
Shenawy (Al Ahly), Sherif  
Ekramy (Al Ahly)

Defenders: Ahmed 
Fathi (Al Ahly), Saad Samir 
(Al Ahly), Ayman Ashraf  
(Al Ahly), Ahmed Hegazi 
(West Bromwich Albion/
ENG), Ali Gabr (West 
Bromwich Albion/ENG), 
Ahmed Elmohamady (As-
ton Villa/ENG), Mohamed 
Abdel-Shafi (Al Fateh/
KSA), Omar Gaber (Los 
Angeles/USA), Mahmoud 
Hamdy (Zamalek)

Midfielders: Mohamed 
Elneny (Arsenal/ENG), 
Tarek Hamed (Zamalek), 
Sam Morsy (Wigan/ENG), 
Mahmoud Abdel Razek 
(Al Raed/KSA), Abdallah 
El Said (Al Ahly), Mah-
moud Hassan (Kasimpasa/
TUR), Ramadan Sobhi 
(Stoke City/ENG), Amr 
Warda (Atromitos/GRE), 
Mahmoud Abdel-Moneim 
(Al Ittihad/KSA)

Forwards: Mohamed 
Salah (Liverpool/ENG), 
Marwan Mohsen (Al Ahly)

Toronto, June 4 (IANS): 
Tainted former Australia 
Vice captain David Warner 
will join his former captain 
Steve Smith at the Global 
T20 Canadian league later 
this month.

This will mark the re-
turn to the game for the 
high-profile Australian 
pair, who were banned 
from official international 
and domestic cricket for 
12 months by Cricket Aus-
tralia in March, for their 
role in the Cape Town ball-
tampering scandal.

According to a ES-
PNCricinfo report, while 
Warner will turn out for 
the Winnipeg Hawks in 
the tournament, that runs 
from June 28 to July 15, 
Smith will play for Toronto 
Nationals. 

Smith has been named 
a marquee player.

Warner, after this meet, 
will play cricket in Aus-
tralia’s Northern Territory 
along with Cameron Ban-

croft, the third player to be 
banned during the scandal.

Both Warner and Ban-
croft will play in Darwin’s 
limited-overs Strike League.

The Global T20 Cana-

dian league will take place 
at Maple Leaf Cricket Club 
located in King City, Ontar-
io, a small rural village 25 
miles north of  downtown 
Toronto.

Barcelona, June 4 (AFP): The contract 
extension to 2023 that France defender 
Samuel Umtiti signed with Barcelona on 
Monday contains 500m euro ($586m) 
buyout clause said club president Josep 
Maria Bartomeu.

“We think that with this clause, no 
one will dream of  coming here” for him, 
Bartomeu said at a press conference at 
the Nou Camp immediately after Umtiti 
signed.

“It’s great news for Barcelona fans,” 
said Bartomeu, who signed Umtiti for 25m 
from Lyon in 2016. “Without Samuel, this 
team would not be the same and we need 

him.”
Umtiti, who is 24 and has played 17 

times for France, took a break from World 
Cup camp at Clairefontaine near Paris to 
travel to Barcelona.

“I’m a little nervous because my dream 
here continues,” Umtiti said. “From the 
first day here in Barcelona I felt at home 
and now I want to stay 15 years.”

Umititi’s previous deal had a 60m euro 
buyout, but that had begun to look low 
after Liverpool paid 84m euros for Virgil 
van Dijk in December and Manchester 
City paid 70m euros for Aymeric Laporte 
in January.

Moscow, June 4 (AFP): 
Former Arsenal striker 
N wa n k wo  K a nu  h a d 
$11,000 (9,300 euros) sto-
len from his suitcase at 
Moscow’s Sheremetyevo 
airport on his way to play-
ing in a friendly match 
organised by FIFA, TASS 
reported.

Kanu, 41, who cap-

tained the Nigerian nation-
al team and played for Ar-
senal and Inter Milan, was 
robbed as he transferred to 
a flight to Kaliningrad at 
Moscow’s Sheremetyevo 
airport after arriving from 
London, the state news 
agency reported Sunday.

TASS quoted Russian 
police as saying that they 

Lahore, June 4 (IANS): Left-handed batting 
all-rounder Haris Sohail has replaced injured 
Babar Azam in the Pakistan squad for the 
upcoming two-match T20I series against 
Scotland, the Pakistan Cricket Board an-
nounced on Monday.

The squad is the same that beat the West 
Indies in April, with the exception of Babar, 
who fractured his left hand while batting in 
the opening Test at Lord’s, against England. 

The national selection committee, 
chaired by Inzamam ul Haq, confirmed the 
squad after consultation with skipper Sarfraz 
Ahmed and coach Mickey Arthur, according 
to the PCB.

Haris has shown some promise this year, 
with consecutive fifties in the only two ODIs 
he played against New Zealand in January, 
although he couldn’t produce anything of  
note during the T20Is on that tour.

London, June 4 (AFP): Troubled 
former world heavyweight cham-
pion Tyson Fury equated boxing 
to a marriage and that after a rocky 
period he is back fully in love again 
with the sport.

The 29-year-old -- who has 
battled with depression which led 
to heavy drinking sessions and tak-
ing drugs -- is set for his first bout 
in over two-and-a-half  years on 
Saturday against Albanian Sefer 
Seferi in Manchester.

Fury, who dramatically took 
the world title (WBA/IBF/WBO 
belts)beating long-time holder 
Ukrainian Wladimir Klitschko in 
November 2015, told the BBC he 

has worked hard to resurrect his 
passion for boxing.

“Boxing is like a marriage -- 
you have to work at it. You do fall 
in and out of  love,” said Fury.

“But I have spiced it back up 
again, bought her some sexy lin-
gerie and we are back at it, better 
than ever.”

Fury, who was cleared to fight 
again last December by UK Anti-
Doping (UKAD) after accepting a 
backdated two-year ban for testing 
positive for the banned steroid 
Nandrolone, says this comeback 
is about “inspiring others who 
are suffering” with mental health 
issues.

“I woke up every day wishing 
I would not wake up any more,” 
said Fury.

“But I am living proof  anyone 
can come back from the brink.

“There is a lot of  people out 
there suffering with mental health 
problems who think all their days 
will be grey, but life can improve 
again and you will start to enjoy 
the little things again.”

Fury’s ambition is to regain the 
world crown with compatriot An-
thony Joshua presently holding the 
WBA, IBF and WBO belts whilst 
American Deontay Wilder is the 
WBC titleholder.

“They are all afraid to fight one 

another,” said Fury.
“If  any of  us are going to be 

great champions, let’s knock one 
another about. Let’s have Royal 
Rumbles. The days of  Ali, when 
he fought, Frazier, Foreman, ev-
eryone.

“Ali had three years out of  the 
ring, had two fights and then lost 
to Frazier. Was it enough fights on 
his return? I don’t know. But he got 
back to his glory.

“I’m not going to rush it.
“I’m 29, in the prime of my life 

and have never felt fitter, stronger or 
better. Rome wasn’t built in a day. 
This is my second career now, com-
ing back after nearly 1,000 days.”

Kuala Lumpur, June 4 
(IANS): Skipper Harman-
preet Kaur’s all-round show 
helped India notch up their 
second successive win in 
the women’s Asia Cup as 
the women-in-blue defeated 

Thailand by 66 runs at the 
Royal Selangor Club here 
on Monday.

After firing a 17-ball un-
beaten 27 runs, Kaur starred 
with her off-spin, scalping 
three wickets at the cost of  

just 11 runs.
Put in to bat, India post-

ed 132/4 as the entire top 
order contributed well with 
the bat.

While openers Mona 
Meshram (32) and Smriti 

Mandhana (29) took In-
dia to a good start, Anuja 
Patil’s 22, Kaur’s 27 and 
Veda Krishnamurthy, who 
chipped in with 11 runs, 
took India to a competitive 
total in the allotted 20 overs.

Later, the Indian bowl-
ers, riding on their experi-
ence and accuracy, domi-
nated their opponents and 
struck at regular intervals to 
restrict Thailand to a mea-
gre 66/8 in 20 overs.

For Thailand, Nattaya 
Boochatham was the top 
scorer with a 40-ball 21.

Apart from Kaur’s 3/11, 
off-spinner Deepti Sharma 
bagged a couple of wickets 
for 16 runs while Poonam 
Yadav and Pooja Vastrakar 
took a wicket each.

With two wins from as 
many games, the Indian 
women top the charts with 
four points.

India will next take on 
Bangladesh in their third 
match of the tournament on 
Wednesday.

Brief  Scores: India 
women 132/4 (Mona Me-
shram 32, Harmanpreet 
Kaur 27 not out, Wongpaka 
Liengprasert 2/16) beat 
Thailand 66/8 (Nattaya 
Boochatham 21, Harman-
preet Kaur 3/11, Deepti 
Sharma 2/16) by 66 runs.

detained two baggage han-
dlers who were unloading 
luggage from the London 
flight and stole the money 
from checked-in luggage.

“The stolen money 
has been confiscated and 
will shortly be returned to 
its owner,” police spokes-
woman Irina Volk said. 
Police confirmed to TASS 
that the luggage belonged 
to Kanu.

Moscow and Kalinin-
grad, a Russian exclave, 
will both host World Cup 
matches in a tournament 
that will see thousands of  
international fans travel-
ling between the 11 host 
cities. Starting Monday, 
fans with tickets can travel 
to Russia visa-free. The 
first teams will also arrive 
in Russia this week.

Kanu played in Kalin-
ingrad in a special “Re-
live the Legends” friendly 
match on Sunday as part 
of  a team of  FIFA Leg-
ends against a team of  
Russian veterans. Kanu’s 
team won 6-4.

Sheremetyevo saw a 
similar crime in March 
when a baggage handler 
was arrested and admitted 
stealing 56,000 euros from 
a package belonging to a 
Moscow bank.
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Serena Williams withdraws 
from French Open with injury

Curry sinks NBA Finals record 
9 3-pointers in Warriors romp

Intercontinental Cup: Chhetri double on 100th game helps India beat KenyaUEFA bans Man City manager 
Guardiola for improper conduct

Neuer in, Sane out for Germany's World Cup squad

Nadal marches 
past Marterer 

and into quarter-
finals

Serena Williams of the U.S during a press conference

Manuel Neuer

Pep Guardiola

India player Pronoy Halder (R) and Kenya player Pistone Vunyoli Mutamba vie for the ball during the Hero Intercontinental football 
Cup match in Mumbai on Monday, June 4.

PTI

Kevin Love (L) of the Cleveland Cavaliers defends against Stephen Curry of the Golden State Warriors

paris, June 4 (reuters): 
American Serena Wil-
liams withdrew from the 
French Open on Monday, 
shortly before she was 
due on court to face Maria 
Sharapova in a much-
anticipated fourth round 
showdown.

T h e  3 6 - y e a r - o l d 
23-times Grand Slam 
champion,  making a 
comeback after a mater-
nity break, told a news 
conference she had suf-
fered a pectoral muscle 
injury in her third round 
victory against Germany’s 
Julia Goerges.

“Unfortunately I’m 
having some issues with 
my pec muscle.

Right now I can’t actu-
ally serve it’s kind of hard 
to play,” she told a packed 
press room.

“I’m having an MRI 
(scan) tomorrow, I’m go-
ing to stay here to see the 
doctors and see as many 
specialists as I can. I won’t 
know (how serious the 
injury is) until I get those 
results.”

Williams had worked 
hard to get back in shape 
and was making her 
Grand Slam comeback 
at the French Open fol-
lowing the birth of her 
daughter Alexis Olympia 
last September.

Despite starting the 

tournament with a no-
tional ranking of 451 and 
having played only four 
matches this year, she 
played impressively in her 
three wins in Paris, beat-
ing seeds Ashleigh Barty 
and Goerges  in rounds 
two and three.

Her clash against twice 
French Open champi-
on Sharapova, who she 
has beaten 18 times in a 
row, had received huge 

pre-match billing and the 
American said she was 
“beyond disappointed” 
that she could not take to 
court.

“I gave up so much to 
time with my daughter 
and my family and put 
everything on court for 
this moment,” she said.

“Physically I’m doing 
great, it hasn’t been easy, 
I sacrificed so much to 
be at this event. I’m going 

to continue to get better. 
I had such a wonderful 
performance in my first 
Grand Slam back.”

Sharapova, herself 
making a comeback af-
ter missing the last two 
French Opens following 
a doping ban, will face 
either Garbine Muguruza 
or Lesia Tsurenko in the 
last eight. She was yet to 
comment on Williams’ 
withdrawal.

Berlin, June 4 (IANS): Ger-
many head coach Joachim 
Loew announced on Mon-
day his final 23-man squad 
for the 2018 FIFA World 
Cup in Russia, including 
Bayern Munich goalkeep-
er Manuel Neuer but opt-
ing not to use Manchester 
City winger Leroy Sane.

Neuer is to join the 
starting lineup in Russia 
despite having been out 
for eight months due to a 
foot injury, while Sane was 
passed over after having 
a stellar season with Eng-
lish Premier League (EPL) 
champions Manchester 
City, reported Efe.

In addition to Sane, 
Loew excluded goalkeeper 
Bernd Leno, forward Nils 
Petersen and defender 
Jonathan Tah.

"There are better days 
in the life of a coach than 
when he has to send home 
four players who, in princi-

ple, would have deserved 
to go to the World Cup.

"It was a very tight 
decision. If it had been a 
hundred meter race, the 
decision would have been 
taken by photo finish," he 
said.

Neuer, who played in 
Saturday's friendly against 
Austria following his eight-
month absence, expressed 
his gratitude for all the 
support he has received 
while sidelined.

" I  w a n t  t o  t h a n k 
all those who have ac-
companied me during 
my injury; the doctors, 
the physiotherapists, 
the physical trainers, the 
people around me and 
the people in the national 
team and at Bayern.

"During all that time, I 
tried to have a positive atti-
tude, otherwise I wouldn't 
be here and I wouldn't 
have been called up," he 

paris, June 4 (reuters): 
Rafa Nadal continued his 
birthday celebrations by 
moving into the French 
Open quarter-finals on 
Monday, beating a deter-
mined Maximilian Mar-
terer 6-3 6-2 7-6(4).

Nadal, who turned 
32 on Sunday, fired 39 
winners as he completed 
the victory in two hours 
and 30 minutes to set up 
a match with Argentine 
Diego Schwartzman, who 
had earlier beaten Kevin 
Anderson.

After roaring to a two-
set lead, Nadal faced a 
stern test in the third with 
Marterer leading 3-1 at 
one point after breaking 
the Spaniard. The Ger-
man battled for every 
point in a bid to drag him-
self back into the contest.

N a d a l ,  h o w e v e r, 
maintained composure 
in the decisive moments 
of the match to seal vic-
tory on his second match 
point as Marterer’s back-
hand went long.

oakland (United States), June 4 (AFp): 
Defending champion Golden State 
moved to two wins from a third title in 
four seasons Sunday with Warriors guard 
Stephen Curry sinking an NBA Finals 
record nine 3-pointers in a 122-103 rout 
of Cleveland. Curry scored 33 points on 
11-of-26 shooting from the floor, hitting 
9-of-17 from 3-point range, with seven 
rebounds and eight assists as Golden 
State seized a 2-0 lead in the best-of-seven 
championship series.

"To be on top of that 3-point list is 
pretty special," Curry said.

"Pretty special night. And hopefully 
some more special things happen when 
we get two more wins."

The Warriors, who never trailed, can 
sweep the series with wins in Cleveland 
on Wednesday and Friday.

Curry, a 30-year-old guard, broke the 
old mark of eight 3-pointers in a finals 
game set by Ray Allen of Boston in 2010.

"He was tremendous," Warriors coach 
Steve Kerr said. "Nine threes and seemed 

to hit the big shot every time we needed 
one. Yeah, he was fantastic."

Curry scored 16 points in the fourth 
quarter, including a corner 3-pointer, a 
desperation heave from 35 feet and the 
record breaker from the left side with 3:30 
remaining.

"He makes tough shots. That's what 
he does," Cavaliers coach Tyronn Lue 
said. "Once he releases it, (if) he sees the 
basket, he usually makes it."

Kevin Durant added 26 points, Klay 
Thompson had 20 and JaVale McGee 
added 12 to spark the Warriors.

Cavaliers superstar LeBron James net-
ted 29 points with 13 assists and nine re-
bounds while Kevin Love added 22 points 
and 10 rebounds, but Cleveland came no 
closer than five points in the second half.

"It sucks to lose," a grim-faced James 
said. "It sucks when you go out there and 
you give it everything that you have and 
you prep and your mind is in it and your 
body is in it and you come out on the los-
ing end."

said.
Neuer also recognized 

that Loew's decision was 
not an easy one, betting 
on him as a starter at the 
expense of Barcelona's 

Marc-Andre ter Stegen, 
who had a great season, as 
well as leaving out Leno as 
third goalkeeper.

"I hope to show that 
it was the right decision," 

Neuer said.
Defending champion 

Germany has a friendly on 
Friday against Saudi Ara-
bia, and their first World 
Cup match in Group F is to 

be against Mexico on June 
17, followed by Sweden 
June 23 and South Korea 
June 27.

The final Germany 
squad is:

Goalkeepers: Manuel 
Neuer (Bayern Munich), 
Kevin Trapp (Paris Saint-
Germain) and Marc-Andre 
ter Stegen (Barcelona).

Defenders: Marvin 
Plattenhardt (Hertha Ber-
lin), Jonas Hector (Co-
logne), Mathias Ginter 

(Borussia Monchengla-
dbach), Mats Hummels, 
Jerome Boateng, Niklas 
Sule, Joshua Kimmich (all 
Bayern Munich) and An-
tonio Rudiger (Chelsea).

Midfielders and strik-
ers: Sami Khedira ( Ju-
ventus), Julian Draxler 
(Paris Saint-Germain), 
Toni Kroos (Real Madrid), 

Timo Werner (RB Leipzig), 
Mesut Ozil (Arsenal), Mar-
co Reus (Borussia Dort-
mund), Thomas Muller, 
Sebastian Rudy (both 
Bayern Munich ), Leon 
Goretzka (Schalke), Julian 
Brandt (Bayer Leverku-
sen), Ilkay Gundogan 
(Manchester City) and 
Mario Gomez (Stuttgart).

Nyon (Switzerland), June 
4 (Ap): Pep Guardiola 
will be banned from the 
touchline for Manchester 
City's first game in the 
Champions League next 
season.

The City manager 
will also be banned for a 
further game if there's a 
repeat offense during a 
probationary period next 
season after being found 
guilty of improper con-
duct during the Champi-
ons League quarterfinal 
second-leg loss to Liver-
pool in April.

After being sent to the 
stands for protesting a 

goal being disallowed and 
verbally abusing a referee, 
Guardiola appeared to 
send communications to 
his coaching staff from his 
second-half seat high in 
the main stand.

In a case from the first 
leg, Liverpool was fined 
20,000 euros ($23,000) for 
crowd disturbances, in-
cluding an attack on the 
City team bus and objects 
being thrown in the sta-
dium.

Liverpool was fined 
6,000 euros for fireworks 
being sent off and objects 
thrown in the second leg 
with City.

Mumbai, June 4 (IANS): 
Skipper Sunil  Chhetri 
scored a brace on his 100th 
international game as Jeje 
Lalpekhlua also got on the 
scoresheet to help India 
beat Kenya 3-0 and put 
on foot in the final of the 
Intercontinental Cup on a 
rain-soaked Monday night 
at the Mumbai Football 
Arena here.

After a barren first half 
which saw chances few 
and far between due to tor-
rential downpour, Chhe-
tri (68th minute penalty, 
90+1) won and converted 
a penalty before adding 
to his tally in second-half 
added time with a delicate 
chip past the goalkeeper 
to round off the victory in 
front of 9,000 odd-spec-
tators. 

On either side of Chhe-
tri's landmark double, Jeje 
(71st) made it 2-0 as In-
dia bagged two wins in as 
many games and moved to 
six points.

Stephen Constantine's 
wards thrashed Chinese 
Taipei 5-0 in their first out-
ing and will now take on 
New Zealand on Thursday 
in the four-team tourney. 
They are top of the table 
followed by Kenya (three 
points), who beat the All 
Whites 2-1 in their first 
match and will now take on 
Chinese Taipei.

The top two teams in 
the points table will meet 
in the summit clash on 
Sunday.

9 
days 

to 
go

This was India's 13th 
win in 16th games and 
second on the bounce 
since the loss to Kyrgyz 
Republic.

Both sides struggled 
for cohesion in the first 
period as it rained pro-
fusely.

In the 25th minute, 
Chhetri tried to take ad-
vantage of a sloppy clear-

ance and chip the ball 
over retreating Kenyan 
goalkeeper Patrick Matasi 
but his effort went just 
over the crossbar.

Kenya looked the 
better side in a scrappy 
45 minutes as Chhe-
tri chased down another 
Subashish Bose long ball 
but Matasi averted the 
danger on the edge of 

the box.
Towards the end of 

the first period, the rain 
looked to relent as both 
teams headed towards 
the tunnel.

Kenya got two gilt-
edged chances early on 
after the break, but Ovella 
Ochieng and Pistone Mu-
tamba dragged wide of 
target with the Indian 

centre-back pairing of 
Anas Edathodika and 
Sandesh Jhingan carved 
open far too easily.

At the other end, Ha-
licharan Narzary did well 
to elude his marker on 
the left flank and cross 
for Chhetri inside the box, 
but the latter failed to 
connect properly.

Minutes later, Chhetri 

had another opportunity 
to get his name on the 
scoresheet, but the Ben-
galuru FC marksman vol-
leyed wide from a good 
position inside the area.

Just after the hour 
mark, Pronay Halder -- 
who scored his first goal 
for India in the last game 
-- unleashed a curling 
long ranger which drew a 
brilliant save from Matasi.

Soon after, Chhetri 
won a controversial pen-
alty as replays showed 
Kenyan defender Michael 
Kibwage bringing him 
down just outside the box. 

The referee, nonethe-
less, pointed to the spot 
and Delhi boy made no 
mistake from 12 yards 
despite Matasi getting a 
hand to the ball.

Chhetri did not cel-
ebrate his landmark goal 
as his teammates hugged 
him from all corners. With 
wife Sonam Bhattacharya 
watching from the stands, 
Chhetri pointed towards 
hugged him from all cor-
ners, then folding his 
hands as the fans cheered 
along.

Three minutes later 
Jeje doubled India's tally, 
rifling a rebound into the 
top corner from the edge 
of the box.

It was picture perfect 
in the end when Chhetri 
linked up with substitute 
Balwant Singh to run clear 
and dink the ball past Ma-
tasi.


