
A villager shows the tail of a mortar shell after firing from the Pakistani side at Kanachak village, about 
35km from Jammu on Sunday, June 03, 2018. 
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Two BSF personnel killed as Pak violates ceasefire in J&K 

Welcome to Mokokchung: The unofficial 12th venue of Russia 2018 WC

Centre seeks to do away with homework for classes 1 and 2

Curfew relaxed in 
Shillong, CM says stone-
throwers were funded

NPRAAF wants Nagaland govt. 
to ‘reconsider’ appointment 
of new vigilance commissioner
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 26° 20°

Agartala 33° 25°

Gangtok 26° 16°

Guwahati 34° 25°

Imphal 28° 21°

Itanagar 32° 23°

Shillong 24° 18°

Delhi 42° 32°

Kolkata 42° 32°

Chennai 36° 30°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 25° 19°
DIMAPUR 33° 23°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 16mm 89%
DIMAPUR Nil 93%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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The difference between 
winning and losing is 

most often not quitting.

~ Walt Disney

We couldn't break their legs 
but hah! we're not stupid... 
We've blocked their roads.

Mirror Takes

~ Arien

Jammu, June 3 (PTI): Nearly 
a week after the DGMOs of 
India and Pakistan agreed 
to implement the cease-
fire pact of 2003 in "letter 
and spirit", Pakistani troops 
again targeted Indian posts 
and villages along the IB 
here, killing two BSF per-
sonnel, including an officer. 

The heavy firing and 
shelling from the Pakistani 
side for almost 12 hours in 
Pragwal area of Akhnoor, 
Kanachak and Khour sec-
tors of Jammu district end-
ed 12 days of lull in the bor-
der skirmishes, also leaving 
14 people, including two 
BSF jawans, a policeman 
and two women injured, 
officials said.

The shelling was so in-
tense that the deafening 
sound of mortar shell explo-
sions was even heard in the 
Jammu city, residents said.

The Pakistani troops 
resorted to unprovoked 
firing by targeting forward 
duty points at the Interna-
tional Border (IB) in Pragwal 
around 0115 hours, causing 
critical injuries to Assistant 
Sub-inspector S N Yadav 
(48) and constable V K Pan-
dey (27), Inspector General 
of BSF, Jammu frontier, Ram 
Avtar said. He said both the 
injured were rushed to a 
nearby hospital but later 
succumbed to injuries.

The firing from across 

the border in violation of 
the ceasefire agreement 
prompted a strong and ef-
fective retaliation by the 
BSF, Avtar said. He said the 
Pakistani troops also tar-
geted civilian areas in Ka-
nachak and Khour sectors 
besides the forward posts.

A BSF spokesman said 
the cremation of the martyrs 
would be held tomorrow at 
their respective native vil-
lages in Uttar Pradesh.

Additional District De-
velopment Commissioner, 
Jammu, Arun Manhas said a 
total of 14 people, including 

a policeman, were injured 
in the cross-border shelling 
in Akhnoor, Kanachak and 
Khour sectors of the district.

"We have activated six 
lodgment centers at safer 
places for the people of the 
affected areas but so far no-
body has turned up at these 

camps," Manhas told PTI. 
He said some people 

were shifted to safer places 
in the morning or evacuated 
by security forces in bullet 
proof vehicles. 

"The heavy firing con-
tinued till 11.30 am and 
continued intermittently in 
a few areas till 1 pm before it 
stopped completely," Man-
has said.  The officials said 
the injured, included two 
BSF personnel, two women, 
a policeman and a 13-year-
old boy, and most of them 
are stated to be in a stable 
condition.

The residents of Shama 
Chak, one of the villages hit 
by the Pakistani shelling, 
said this was for the first 
time that they witnessed 
mortars exploding near 
their houses. 

"Our village is almost six 
kilometers from the inter-
national border and just 10 
kms from Jammu city. This 
is for the first time shells 
rained in our village caus-
ing splinter injuries to four 
persons," a resident said.

On May 29, the DGMOs 
of India and Pakistan agreed 
to "fully implement" the 
ceasefire pact of 2003 in 
"letter and spirit" forthwith 
to stop border skirmishes in 
the state.

The two military com-
manders reviewed the pre-
vailing situation along the 

LoC and the IB in Jammu 
and Kashmir during a con-
versation over the special 
hotline. The hotline contact 
was initiated by the Paki-
stani DGMO.

Following the conversa-
tion between Indian DGMO 
Lt Gen Anil Chauhan and 
Pakistan's Maj Gen Sahir 
Shamshad Mirza, the two 
armies issued identical 
statements, saying that both 
sides agreed to implement 
the 15-year-old ceasefire 
understanding.

The latest deaths in 
the Pakistani firing raised 
the casualty figure during 
ceasefire violations along 
the IB and the Line of Con-
trol (LoC) in the state to 46. 
The dead includes 20 secu-
rity personnel.

Last month, thousands 
of people residing along 
the IB in Jammu, Kathua 
and Samba districts had to 
flee their homes following 
intense shelling from the 
Pakistani side between May 
15 and May 23 which left 12 
people dead, including two 
BSF jawans and an infant, 
and scores of others injured.

After the DGMOs of 
the two countries spoke to 
each other, hope rekindled 
among border residents 
who had started returning 
to their homes but the lat-
est incident triggered fresh 
concerns among them.

Kolkata, June 3 (PTI): The 
Centre will bring a bill in 
Parliament to ensure that 
schools do not assign home-
work to students of classes 
1 and 2, HRD Minister Pra-
kash Javadekar has said.

His remarks came in the 
wake of an interim order of 
the Madras High Court on 
May 30 asking the Centre to 
instruct state governments 
to reduce the weight of chil-
dren's school bags and do 
away with homework for 
classes 1 and 2.

Javadekar said he be-
lieved there cannot be 
learning without fun.

"I welcome the deci-
sion (of the court). We are 
studying the order and will 
definitely do whatever is 
required," he told a press 
conference here yesterday.

Shillong, June 3 (IANS): 
Curfew was relaxed for 
seven hours on Sunday 
in violence-hit areas here 
but Internet services re-
mained restricted even as 
Meghalaya Chief Minister 
Conrad Sangma said police 
had found that some peo-
ple were funding 'stone-
pelters.'

Meanwhile, Sikh lead-
ers denied reports that 
a gurdwara here was at-
tacked or damaged.

"There were no reports 
of any violence during the 
curfew relaxation from 8 
a.m. to 3 p.m. The situa-
tion is under control and 
more security reinforce-
ment have been deployed 
while the Army is on stand-
by," East Khasi Hills district 
Deputy Commissioner Pe-
ter S. Dkhar told IANS.

He said that suspen-
sion of Internet on mobiles 
would continue besides 
prohibiting the sale of pet-
rol and diesel in jerry cans, 
bottles and any other con-
tainers to public.

He also appealed to the 
people not to trust false 
reports propagated in so-
cial media like attacks on a 
gurdwara in the city.

Meanwhile, Conrad 
Sangma told the press that 
police have "found out that 
there are certain people 
who are funding this agita-
tion. 

"We have found evi-
dence of expensive alco-
hol being given to them, 
we have found evidence 
of money being given to 
them," he said after re-
viewing the situation with 
Home Minister  James 
Sangma, Director General 
of Police Swaraj Bir Singh 
and other officials.

"There are individuals 
who confessed they have 
been given money to take 
part in this agitation and 
they have come there be-
cause they have been given 
money.. I must tell that 
we are on the job of find-
ing out where the money 
is coming from, who are 
those individuals who are 
distributing money," the 
Chief Minister added.

Asserting that stern ac-
tion would be taken against 
those funding the troubles, 
he said that they had got 
"some names and we have 
got records of that and we 

are going to move forward 
in that line also..."

Asked if some politi-
cians were involved in 
funding, he said: "We do 
not want to take any name. 
I am not here to politicize 
this issue. This is a very 
sensitive issue and the in-
dividuals who are there 
will be aware of it and we 
are investigating into more 
details."

Meanwhile, a Sikh del-
egation led by Delhi legisla-
tor Manjinder Singh Sirsa 
met the Chief Minister and 
expressed satisfaction that 
"Sikhs are safe" in Megha-
laya.

"The problems are on 
since past two decades. An 
amicable solution will be 
found on the issue which 
will be a win-win situation 
for both sides. It will ensure 
that nobody lives under 
fear and terror. There were 
reports going around in the 
country that the situation is 
terrible.

"However, after what 
we witnessed at ground 
zero I want to say that it 
is tense but under con-
trol. The situation is under 
control because the Chief 
Minister, the administra-
tion and police have acted 
firmly and decisively," Sirsa 
said.

Sikh community leader 
Gurjeet Singh denied me-
dia reports that a gurud-
wara was torched or des-
ecrated.

"Everything is peaceful 
in the locality and it is not 
a fact that the gurdwara 
has been attacked or our 
people living in hunger or 
on the streets," Singh told 
IANS.

Indefinite curfew was 
imposed in areas under 
Lumdiengjri Police Sta-
tion and Cantonment Beat 
House from 4 a.m on Friday 
in view of the breakdown of 
law and order in Motphran, 
Mawkhar and adjoining 
areas following Thursday's 
clash.

The clash erupted after 
a skirmish between some 
women and a driver of 
Shillong Public Transport 
Service bus at Them Me-
teor, which led to an as-
sault of three persons. The 
violence continued even 
after the parties involved 
in the skirmish reached a 
compromise.

Dimapur, June 3 (EMN): The Na-
galand Public Rights Awareness 
and Action Forum (NPRAAF) has 
requested the Nagaland govern-
ment to ‘reconsider’ the appoint-
ment of Mayang Lima as the 
state's vigilance commissioner. 

A statement from the group 
on Sunday claimed the appoint-
ment of Lima was ‘nothing but 
a mockery’ to justice system in 
Nagaland. “The PDA govt is do-
ing disservice to the state by fill-
ing the post by its man by way of 
compensating the lost in election 
which reflects govt disinterest and 
insensitivity in fighting against 
corruption (sic).

“Nagaland Public Rights 
Awareness and Action Forum 
(NPRAAF) request the PDA govt 
to reconsider its decision as it 
will set a wrong precedence and 
people will lost faith in the anti-
corruption office in the state 
which is highly respectable.”

It stated that the position of 
Vigilance Commissioner was 
apolitical in nature and any per-
son appointed to the ‘sensitive 
position should have no affinity 
towards any political party’.

Also, the group has asked the 
government of Nagaland to fur-
nish ‘detail information of facili-
ties provided to newly appointed 
Non-legislators as cabinet minis-
ters and ministers of state as well 
as the advisors under RTI act 2005 
on 7th may 2018’. 

“NPRAAF awaits response 
from the Govt. to see whether the 
appointments invite section 21 of 
IPC. accordingly legal action will 
be initiated. NPRAAF once again 
earnestly appeals to the PDA Govt 
to do away with illegal backdoor 
appointments of party workers 
as cabinet ministers & ministers 
of state at the cost of the state ex-
chequer so that the matter may be 
put to rest once and for all.”

Imliyanger Aier
Dimapur, June 3 (EMN): 
Come the 14th of June and 
the much anticipated FIFA 
World Cup will raise its 
curtain in Moscow when 
the host nation Russia will 
face Saudi Arabia. And for 
the quaint little town of 
Mokokchung in quaint lit-
tle Nagaland it is a special 
preparation for their much 
beloved tournament.

With some residents 
going even to the extent of 
painting their houses and 
vehicles in the stripes of 
the flags of countries they 
are rooting for, the citizens’ 
extravagance at celebrat-
ing the arrival of the World 
Cup is perhaps rivalled only 
by their annual Christmas 
decorations. 

A justification given by 
one diehard Argentina sup-
porter encapsulated the 
sentiment of the town’s 
people. “The World Cup 
comes once in every four 
years but Christmas is an 
annual celebration. We get 
to display our affection to 
our supporting team only 
once in four years,” accord-
ing to Imtiyongdang. 

Not  only does this 

month-long tournament 
bring new buzz among the 
town’s citizens but it also 
opens new avenues for lo-
cal Self Help Groups and 
other groups comprising 
youngsters who do brisk 
business by selling hand-
sewn miniature flags for 
prices ranging between 

INR 150-500 according to 
the size of the flags. Judg-
ing by the number of flags 
sold, it seems Germany 
and Argentina are the two 
most-sought-after by the 
town’s people.

But, their enterprise 
does not end at flags alone 
as they also peddle with 

copies of the World Cup 
fixtures costing INR 50 per 
copy.

Not only the thriving 
flag business, the sale of tel-
evision sets and DTH sets 
also shoots up significantly 
in the town. According to a 
survey conducted by East-
ern Mirror team, it was 

estimated that nearly 500 
new DTH cable connec-
tions have been serviced 
in the past one week and 
more than 70 television sets 
have been outsourced from 
the shops.

The town also has the 
distinct history of com-
ing together and showcas-

ing the finals of every FIFA 
World Cup since the early 
2000’s at Imlong place, the 
town square and the heart 
of Mokokchung town. It 
was also learnt that some 
local youth groups are al-
ready putting up plans to 
project the grand finale at 
the same venue, and con-

tinue the tradition.
“Mokokchung has the 

distinct history of coming 
together and witnessing 
the finals at Imlong Place 
for the past few World Cups 
and we don’t want that tra-
dition to disappear and if 
the district administration 
gives the green signal, defi-
nitely we will chalk some 
plans out hopefully,” said 
Along K Ao, a youth leader 
in Mokokchung town.

With the clock already 
running down of the day of 
kick-off on June 14 at Mos-
cow, the citizens of Mokok-
chung town are fired up 
for a month-long football 
induced game of Russian 
roulette as they place their 
bet at the high stake of yet 
football revelry.

And, for the uninitiated, 
this football-crazed town 
has gifted to the nation the 
legendary footballer, Dr. T 
Ao, the first captain of free 
India who also played for 
Mohan Bagan.  And for 
now, almost every house 
and car in Mokokchung is 
a means of declaring al-
legiance to the country of 
their support at this World 
Cup.    

The Union minister said the 
Centre will bring a no homework bill 
in the Monsoon Session of Parlia-
ment in compliance with the Right 
of Children to Free and Compulsory 
Education Act, 2009, and hoped it 
will be passed.

"I believe there has to be a 'learn 
with fun'. Children should not be put 
under any pressure. We will do what-
ever is required to lessen the pressure 
on children in compliance with the 
court order," Javadekar said.

Noting that children are neither 
weightlifters nor school bags loaded 
containers, the high court had asked 
the state government to ensure that 
the weight of the satchels should not 
be more than 10 per cent of the weight 
of the child.

Justice N Kirubakaran had also 
directed the Centre to instruct the 
state governments not to prescribe 
any other subjects except language 
and mathematics for classes 1 and 2 
students.
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\ NEWS IN BRIEF
DMC calls for mass social work 
The Dimapur Municipal Council has informed all the 
resident of Dimapur Municipal area that there will be 
a mass social work on June 5 from 6:00 am to 8:00 am. 
The social work will be conducted to commemorate 
the World Environment Day with the United Nation’s 
theme ‘beat plastic pollution.’ The council stated that the 
social work will concentrate only on plastic waste. All 
the colony chairmen and gaon burahs are requested to 
decide on a collection point where all the plastic waste 
shall be collected. DMC will coordinate with the colony 
authority in collecting the plastic from one particular lo-
cation in the respective colony. All resident of Dimapur 
Municipal area requested to join the social work.

BSGMSU informs truck owners 
The Boulder Sand Gravel Metal Stone Suppliers’ Union 
has asked all its truck owners to register their name 
before June 9 at the union office in Chumukedima. It 
further informed that the defaulters shall be impose with 
a fine if  they are found carrying boulder sand gravel and 
metal stone. The union also informed that there will be 
a general meeting at the union office in Chumukedima 
on June 5 at 9:00 am. All the members are requested to 
attend the meeting  

Tuensang’s DPDB to meet on June 11
The District Planning Development Board (DPDB) of  
Tuensang meeting has been scheduled on on June 11 
at 11:00 am at the Deputy Commissioner’s Conference 
Hall. An update on Sunday informed that an honorary 
programme for newly elected member of  legislative 
assembly’s of  the district will be held along with the 
meeting. All DPDB members are requested to attend 
the meeting. 

Dimapur’s planning board to 
meet on June 11
The Dimapur’s District Planning and Development 
Board convened its meeting for the month of June on 
the 11th at 11:00 am at the Deputy Commissioner’s 
Conference Hall. All members in concern are requested 
to attend the meeting. Updates from the district planning 
officer informed on Sunday.

LSU convenes union assembly on 
June 8
The Lotha Students Union (LSU) has informed that its 
third union assembly will convene at the LTC Hall in 
Wokha on June 8 at 11:00 am. All its affiliated units, 
ranges, circles are asked to attend the assembly. The 
former and senior leaders of the union were also invited 
to attend the meeting.

KPC informs about membership 
details
The Kohima Press Club (KPC) will be conducting its 
annual membership drive from May 15 to June 15. In 
this view, the KPC executive council has informed all its 
members that the renewal of membership has been fixed 
at INR 500. The club also informed that fresh member-
ship is being fixed at INR 1500. Anyone seeking regular 
membership, both renewal and fresh, will be required to 
produce a photocopy of his or her identity card issued 
by the media organisation he or she is associated with. 
Fresh applicants are requested to contact the KPC’s 
President Xavier Rutsa at 9436001665, for membership 
forms, while renewal matters may contact the club’s 
executive members. 

DUCCF gives clean-up updates 
The Dimapur Urban Council Chairmen Federation has 
informed all its chairmen to mobilise a mass social work 
in their respective colony on June 5 from 6:00-8:00 am. 
The federation stated that the update is a reminder ac-
cording to the information by the Dimapur Municipal 
Council (DMC) to mark the World Environment Day, 
in line with the United Nation’s theme ‘beat plastic pol-
lution.’ It further informed that wastes should be kept at 
a point where DMC can easily collect. 

Wokha’s Anta to clean town areas 
The All Nagaland Taxi Association of Wokha unit has 
called for a mass cleanliness work on June 5 from 7 am 
onwards. The social work will begin at the Wokha’s Dep-
uty Commissioner’s office junction to the taxi’s counters 
area. It has informed all the residents, shopkeepers, taxis 
counters, bus counters of the areas to participate in the 
social work. The unit also requested the administrator 
of the Wokha Town Council to provide Swachh Bharat 
vehicles to dispose of the waste materials.

NPYC mourns
The Nagaland Pradesh Youth Congress (NYPC) 
mourns the demise of Lt. Khato-o, mother of its general 
secretary Kolhoupe Koza. According to a note express-
ing condolence by the union on Sunday, ‘She was sin-
cere and tender loving mother, who always encouraged 
her children to serve the people with truthfulness and 
dedication. With the demise of her, the NPYC has lost a 
mother who was always behind us.’ The union expressed 
their condolence to the bereaved family and prayed to 
the Almighty God to bring comfort to the. “May her 
soul rest in peace.”

School toppers and faculty members during the award ceremony on June 2 in Dimapur. 

Members of the Beti Bachao Beti Padhao task force seen here during the meeting on June 1.

A glimpse of the various activities at the two-day farmers’ training programme in Pfutsero. Arms and ammunitions and cash, among other items, that were said 
to have been recovered from the residence of the NNC member.  

The accused Zubenthung Jami and Vihoto Aye in police custody.

Dimapur, June 3 (EMN): 
T h e  S D  Ja i n  Hi g h e r 
Secondary School in 
Dimapur organised an 
award ceremony to its five 
toppers in the High School 
Leaving Certificate (HSLC) 
and Higher Secondary 
School Leaving Certificate 
(HSSLC) examination 
on June 2 at the school’s 
auditorium. An update 
from the inst i tution 
informed on Sunday about 
the programme. 

The advisor of school 
education KT Sukhalu 
addressed the ceremony. 
Sukhalu congratulated 
t o p p e r s  f o r  t h e i r 
meritorious achievement. 
He also appreciated the 
school authorities and 
managing committee for 
their dedication to ensure 
the students studying 
in the school are getting 
the  best  of  possible 
education. 

Lamenting at  the 
gover nment  schools 
performances he said, 
‘re s u l t  i n  t h e  b o a rd 
examination continues to 
be very poor.’ 

He added that the 
department has highly 
qualified teachers yet 
results are poor. 

Citing the directives 
f r o m  t h e  M i n i s t r y 
o f  Hu m a n  Re s o u rc e 

Dimapur, June 3 (EMN): 
The Kohima battalion 
of  Assam Rif les  and 
a l o n g  w i t h  p o l i c e 
representatives based 
on specific information 
raided the residence of 
one Vizosielhou Nagi, 
‘general secretary’ NNC 
(NA) at Science college 
area, Jotsoma in Kohima 
on June 3.

During the search, 
illegal arms, ammunitions, 
and war-like stores and 
extortion document were 
recovered from Nagi’s 
residence. A press release 
receives from the Assam 
rifles authority on Sunday 
informed.

Two Pt 303 Rifle, one 
double barrel shot gun, 
one 12 bore rifle, one SBBL 
rifle, one 9 mm pistol, one 
7.65 mm pistol, one pt 
22 mm pen pistol, three  
magazines of 9 mm, 7.65 
mm and pt 22 mm, four 
rounds of 9 mm, 27 rounds 
of 7.65 mm, 81 rounds of 
pt 22 mm, 34 rounds of 

Department, he iterated, 
‘the untrained teachers will 
lose their job if they are not 
trained by March 2019.’ 

Therefore, Sukhalu 
called upon the youth 
to undergo professional 
training before seeking 
teaching job. 

F u r t h e r,  Su k h a l u 
encouraged students 
to study not just for the 
sake of studying but 
to become someone in 
future. Encouraging the 
toppers he assured that 
the department will figure 

out ways to honour the 
state toppers either with 
financial incentives or 
any other forms starting 
from next year’s HSLC and 
HSSLC examination.

T h e  H S L C ’s  r a n k 
holders Anjali Kumari and 
Kamal Basumatary were 
awarded with INR 50, 000 
cash, while top 16th Rohan 
Biswas was given INR 5000 
cash and a scholarship 
worth INR 37, 000. 

The HSSLC’s commerce 
stream second rank holder 
Reha Das and the science 

stream top tenth Sohail 
Khan were awarded with 
INR 10, 000 cash. 

T h e  s e c r e t a r y  o f 
the school managing 
committee Ajay Sethi 
congratulated the rank 
holders and their parents 
for their achievement. 

H e  a s s u r e d  t h a t 
the managing board 
will continue to work 
towards achieving further 
excellence and would do 
everything possible to 
motivate and encourage 
student achievers.

Dimapur, June 3 (EMN): 
The Dimapur Police of 
the Anti Extortion Team 
Zone – II apprehended two 
extortionists from the LRC 
Colony Dimapur on June 
2. A press release from the 
commissioner of police 
informed on Sunday.

The two accused were 
identified as Zubenthung 
Jami, a ‘SS Rajepeyu’ of the 
National Socialist Council 
of Nagaland (IM), a resident 
of the Lake View Colony in 
Dimapur and Vihoto Aye, a 
‘SS Khapur’ of NSCN (IM), 
a resident of Homeland 
Vi l lage at  Niuland in 
Dimapur.  Accordingly, a 
case has been registered and 
further investigation is on, 
the press release stated.

 The police were stated to 
have been recovered articles 
from their possession – 158 
Nos. of work permit with 
serial no.; 66 Nos. of work 
permit without serial no.; 
cash amount of INR 310.

Dimapur, June 3 (EMN): 
The Janata Dal (JD; United) 
has constituted North East 
Executive Council (Neec), 
for the party, with its 
headquarters at Guwahati, 
on June 2 Saturday. A note 
from the party informed 
that the party’s president, 
N i t i s h  K u m a r,  h a s 
accorded approval to the 
constitution of the Neec.

According to a press 
release, the council for 
NEEC comprises of five 
m e m b e r s  i n c l u d i n g 
Chairman Senchumol 
L o t h a  a n d  Me m b e r 
Secretary Hangkhanpao 
Taithul.

“The president of 
the other NE states will 
be member of NEEC as 
and when their own state 
unit of JD (U) is formed 
respectively,’ the press 
release added.

D i m a p u r ,  J u n e  3 
(EMN): The Nationalist 
Democratic Progressive 
Party (NDPP) of Dimapur 
u n i t  c o n g r a t u l a t e d 
Tokheho Yepthomi and 
expressed confidence that 
he will carry the voice of 
Nagas in the Parliament 
with his experience and 
capabilities.

T h e  p a r t y  i n  a 
press note on Sunday 
expressed gratitude to the 
people of Nagaland for 
electing Yepthomi as the 
Member of Parliament 
of the Lok Sabha.  It also 
appreciated the state’s 
Chief Minister Neiphiu 
Rio for spearheading 
the campaign trail from 
beginning till the last day.

T h e  N D P P  p a r t y 
remains committed to the 

all round development of 
the state and believe in 
the spirit of inclusiveness 
and progressive growth, 
the note added. 

NPC: The Nagaland 
Peace Centre (NPC) of 
Kohima congratulated 
Tokheho Yepthomi on 
his victory in the recently 
concluded Lok Sabha 
election. The centre in a 
press note on Saturday 
a p p r e c i a t e d  p a r t y 
workers of the Nationalist 
Democratic Progressive 
Party, who worked for the 
success of the candidate. 

The NPC hoped that 
Yepthomi will work as 
a responsible leader in 
the Parliament in for the 
welfare of the people and 
bring progress, unity, and 
peace in the state.

Dimapur, June 3 (EMN): 
The Konyak Students’ 
Union condemned the 
rape of a minor girl who 
was sexually assaulted 
and forcefully raped on 
several occasions by one 
Rahul Sen from Dibrugarh 
Assam. 

The union in a press 
re l e a s e  o n  Sa t u rd a y 
condemned the act and 
termed as ‘inhuman and 
barbaric.’ Further, the KSU 
appealed the authority in 
concern to punish the 
alleged accused without 
delay.

Wa r n i n g  a g a i n s t 
c i r c u l a t i n g  f a l s e 
information through 
social media, the union 
asked the public to refrain 
from false propaganda 
with regard to sensitive 
issue such as this.  It 
appealed the people not 
to believe in unauthentic 
information that are viral 
on social media so as to 
avoid any untoward issues 
in the near future.

Dimapur, June 3 (EMN): 
The Beti Bachao Beti 
Padhao- state task force 
meeting was held at 
the chief  secretar y’s 
conference hall on June 1.

OT Chingmak gave 
a brief introduction to 
the BBBP Scheme while 
R Juliana Medom, asst. 
state coordinator of SRCW 
presented on district and 
state level activities of 
BBBP. 

D r .  S a o  T u n y i , 
e p i d e m i o l o g i s t  o f 
Health & Family Welfare 

department gave the 
presentation on the joint 
sur vey conducted at 
Longleng from November 
21 to 23rd 2016 by the 
department of Medical, 
S o c i a l  We l f a r e  a n d 
Economics & Statistics on 
the issue of low child sex 
ratio (CSR) in the district 
of Longleng.

Chairperson NSSWB 
Bano Vinito, presented 
the BBBP-Ambassador for 
Girl Child badges to the 
chief secretary who is the 
brand ambassador and 

also the commissioner-
secretary of Social Welfare 
department. 

The chief secretary 
reiterated his commitment 
of  f inancial  suppor t 
t o w a r d s  t h e  B B B P- 
ambassador for girl child. 

He appreciated the 
commitment of the State 
Resourec  Centre  for 
Women staffs for doing a 
commendable job. 

He also assured his 
support and availability 
towards the activities of 
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao.

Dimapur, June 3 (EMN): The minister for Agriculture 
and Co-operation expressed gratitude to the voters of 
Zunheboto district for reposing their faith and confidence 
in the People’s Democratic Alliance (PDA) by electing 
TokhehoYepthomi in the recently concluded Lok Sabha 
by-election.

The minister in a press note on Sunday added that he 
is certain that choosing a seasoned leader and electing 
the right representative to represent us was most vital. He 
congratulated the district units’ party leaders and workers 
for securing the highest votes across the state.

Further, Aye appealed the district to continue 
supporting the PDA government for positive change 
to usher in socio-economic growth and for all-round 
development of the state.

Dimapur, June 3 (EMN): The governor of 
Nagaland PB Acharya will be attending 
the 49th conference of governors and 
Lt Governors from June 4 to 5th at 
the Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi. 
A press release from the Raj Bhavan 
informed on Sunday.

The president of IndiaRam Nath 
Kovind will inaugurate the conference, 
while the vice president, prime minister 
of India, home minister and other 
senior ministers along with senior 
officials of the government of India will 

attend the conference.    
P r e s e n t a t i o n s  o n  f l a g s h i p 

programmes and other welfare schemes 
will be made by various government 
agencies, the update informed. 

The conference will also discuss on 
the status of higher education in states, 
state universities, and skill development 
for employability.

 Ideas on how to commemorate 150 
years of Birth Anniversary of Mahatma 
Gandhi will also be discussed during 
the two day the conference, it updated.

12 bore rifle,  one 9 mm 
fired case and one passive 
night vision binocular, 
one binocular, and a cash 
amounting to INR 10, 87, 
057 including US Dollar 
15,671 (in denominations 
of $100x 156 numbers, 
$20 x 2 numbers, $10 x 2 
numbers, $5x1 numbers 
and $1 x 6 numbers) and 
Indian currencies worth 
INR 38,100 were said to 
have found from the cadre 

residence. 
I n c r i m i n a t i n g 

documents revealing 
extortion amount of INR 
28, 08, 062 were also said to 
have recovered. 

The individual was not 
present in the house during 
the operation, the press 
release stated.

The recovered items 
were said to have handed 
over to Zubza Police Station 
for further investigation.

Dimapur, June 3 (EMN): The Nagaland 
Tribes Council (NTC) condemned and 
expressed shocked at the recent shooting 
incident upon two cadres of GPRN/
NSCN(U) and a civilian in Arunachal 
Pradesh by the NSCN(IM) cadres. A letter 
of condemnation from the council was 
received on Sunday. 

 ‘The recent killing of three precious 
lives and injury caused on the other two is 
a grim reminder of our bitter past of how 
our political groups gave its best to finish 
each other through game of violence. The 
incident poses a threat as it would be the 
possible spark for resumption of similar 
conflict should it not be contained as 
required,’ the press release stated.

 Stating the incident as rude, the 
council said that after years of destructive 
conflicts amongst the Nagas much to the 
delight of the adversaries, the people have 
been enjoying relative peace during the 
last few years without bloodshed. 

Expressing the incidents as a double 
edged, the council stated that such 
situation has endangered the prevailing 
peaceful atmosphere including the 
ongoing process of negotiation which 
is in progress. The NTC condemned the 
barbaric action of the aggressor who threw 
the first stone in total disregard of the 
popular desire of the Nagas for peace and 
peaceful coexistence.

Further, the NTC appealed to the 
aggrieved party to have tolerance and 
maturity for the sake of the ongoing 
political negotiation which may attain 
logical result if smooth passage is paved. 
‘The Nagas have to realize that allowing 
any cowardice element to sabotage the 
progressive talk will produce only history 
of regrets,’ it added. 

The council also appealed to the public 
to stand as one behind those who are in 
pursuit of political solution and not to be 
swayed by pro-conflict elements.   

Dimapur, June 3 (EMN): 
The two-day farmers 
training programme on 
horticulture crops was 
organized by Central 
Institute of Horticulture 
(CIH), Medziphema in 
collaboration with the 
Horticulture Research 
Farm (HRF) of  Pfutsero on 
May 19 and 20th. 

During the programme, 
the chairperson, Senti 
Longchar, horticulture 
officer (HRF) highlighted 

about the activities of CIH 
and HRF.

DHO Phek Moalemba, 
exhorted the farmers to 
go for crop selections 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
geographical and climatic 
conditions of the regions. 
The institution updated 
about the event on Sunday.

Tiakaba Longchar 
spoke on the importance, 
scope and cultivation 
practices of kiwifruit in 
Nagaland. Ngupetso, a 

progressive kiwi farmer 
from Pfutsero spoke on 
the constraints of kiwifruit 
cultivation.

Rajpal Singh from 
Global Agri. System and 
Campbell Tacon from 
Grow it, Kiwi Solutions, 
New Zealand interacted 
with the participants.

The programme was 
followed by a field visit 
to Rhakho kiwi Nursery 
and Kiwi Farm School at 
Pfutsero.
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A view of Heaven’s Delight mart located opposite to the SBI at Chumukedima in Dimapur.  

Shyamal Mukherjee inspecting the library after the inaugural programme.

Students of Don Bosco College with moderators of the programme.

Seen in the picture is the bridge taken in 2016 (left) and the recent one.

 The recovered items and the acussed.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, June 3 (EMN): 
The idea of baking was nev-
er an option for the proprie-
tor of ‘Heaven’s Delight’ who 
was first a wedding planner. 

The proprietor, Kika-
lema Jamir (but called as 
Atemla) who has designed 
for various beauty pageants 
in the state and other parts 
of the region and an oc-
casional wedding planner, 
made the sudden shift to 
‘baking’ which she says was 
never her dream. 

During a conversa-
tion, Atemla narrated to 
Eastern Mirror how she 
shifted from a designer-
cum- wedding planner 
to a successful baker in 
the year 2002. She shared 
that her family has always 
been into home-baking; 
being the third among six 
children, she was used to 
seeing her siblings bake 
but never tried her hand. 
Until one fateful day that 
was: when she tried bak-
ing and the outcome, in 
her words, was something 
never expected. 

Since then, Atemla’s 
families and friends insisted 
on her pursuing baking. 
Initially she started baking 
from home as a ‘non-profit 
venture’. And her zeal to 
bake became her most im-
portant priority. 

It was only in the year 
2004, when she and her 
family felt the need to start 
up a business. 

Blessed with ‘multi-
tasking’ abilities, Atemla in 
the year 2004, feeling the 

When an ‘accidental baker’ 
turned into a ‘heaven’s delight’

Longleng district’s lifeline 
standing strong on wood 

Don Bosco hosts talk on ‘be 
updated or you will be outdated’

Jotsoma youth identifies alleged highway extortionist
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need to focus more on her 
new baking venture called 
‘Heaven’s Delight’ had to bid 
adieu to designing. 

Atemla says: ‘though 
I am not professionally 
trained, I have always been 
successful in every small 
venture by the grace of God.’ 
Hence, the name “Heaven’s 
Delight’’. 

As an extension of Heav-
en’s Delight, ‘The Cookies 
Shop’ was opened in the 
year 2016 to cater to the ever 
growing demands, espe-
cially during festive seasons. 

She bakes around 7 
to 8 varieties of cookies, 
chocolates, pastries and 
numerous varieties of cakes 
are baked on orders. And 

she also provides catering 
service.

Her famous cookie is the 
‘butter crunch’ commonly 
known as ‘melting mo-
ments’ by her regular cus-
tomers. She says she is not 
so much into profit making 
but makes sure her bakes 
are pure and unique, mak-
ing it a ‘favourite’ among 
those who taste it. 

Also, Atemla is em-
ployed as a pharmacist.

Eco-friendly charity mart
After Atemla’s father passed 
away in June 2017, her fam-
ily felt the need to start a 
venture on his name. And 
after series of discussions, 
a convenience store with 

the name ‘Heaven’s Delight 
Mart’ – dealing in all kinds 
of grocery items and lo-
cal made products – was 
opened under the propri-
etorship of Atemla.

W i t h  a n  i n i t i a t i v e 
to bring about environ-
mental changes in the 
society, ‘Heaven’s Delight 
Mart’ plans to run as a 
plastic-free-zone (except 
for the readymade pack-
aged items). Atemla has 
requested the customers to 
always carry eco-friendly 
bags. Also, the mart pro-
vides non-woven cloth like 
bags and bio-degradable 
bags to customers. 

On a loan from the SBI, 
‘Heaven’s Delight Mart’ was 

Dimapur, June 3 (EMN): 
PS to MP Rajya Sabha Swa-
pan Dasgupta, Shyamal 
Mukherjee, on June 2 in-
augurated a library cum 
museum at the North East 
Network (NEN) Resource 
Centre in Chizami.

According to update 
from NEN, the inaugural 
programme was also at-
tended by MLA Khalo, com-
munity leaders, neighbour-
ing villages, student leaders, 
and NEN members.  

The cultural interpreta-
tion centre – library cum 

museum is a part of phase-I 
project under MPLADS 
of MP Rajya Sabha Swa-
pan Dasgupta, in 2017. An 
amount of INR 15, 52,000 
was sanctioned for the 
project, the press release 
informed.

Mukherjee in his inau-
gural speech highlighted 
various projects in north 
eastern region which MP 
Dasgupta has supported 
under MPLADS. 

He expressed his hap-
piness at the successful im-
plementation of the project 

which is a community as-
set that will benefit many 
people, and also commit-
ted to support the future 
initiatives of NEN and the 
community at large. 

MLA Khalo in appreci-
ated the MP and Mukher-
jee, who is like a “bridge 
linking the state and the 
central  gover nment.” 
Lauding the vision of the 
NEN and its effort to uplift 
the community especially 
women and girls, he said 
earlier the status of women 
in the society is very low 

Dimapur, June 3 (EMN): The Youth Alive 
Animation team from Don Bosco College, 
Itanagar, organised an animation pro-
gramme was conducted at Don Bosco Col-
lege Kohima (DBCK) from May 28 to June 2. 

Animators for the programme were Tel-
esphore Toppno, Francis Hasdak and Lucy. 

According to the press release, the first 
day, session witnessed innovative ideals of 
‘five space’ which was a new introduction 

to the students along with other motiva-
tional talk.

The main focus of the events was talk on 
“Be updated or you will be outdated.” 

On the second day session students 
were taught photography. Students were 
also sensitized on how to have designed 
thinking.

Sukanta Biswas, a guest of the event also 
spoke during the programme.

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, June 3 (EMN): The lifeline of 
Longleng district Langso Ayung Bridge 
which is situated between Changtongya 
to Longleng district was once an upsetting 
route for travellers to Longleng. The bridge 
currently is a nerve wrecking experience 
for commuters as the bridge continues to 
wear out but adamant to stand still as a 
lifeline for commuters to Longleng district. 

Seen in the picture is the bridge by a 
concerned commuter. The photo itself de-
scribes the harrowing moment commuters 
and drivers especially have to experience 

to pass through the bridge.   
The bridge which is almost 50 years 

old was a concrete overpass but over the 
years it developed deep holes and various 
organisations from Longleng district occa-
sionally repair the bridge voluntarily with 
temporary touch-up.    

Vehicles have to slow down at frequent 
intervals to negotiate the deep hole on the 
bridge. The hole on the bridge has not been 
repaired, resulting in the widening of the 
gap. Organisations had filled up the gap 
with wood which still stands strong but 
without assurance. 

Dimapur, June 3 (EMN): 
The Jotsoma Youth Organi-
sation (JYO) has informed 
that it has caught a person 
accused of extortion on 
June 2 at NH-29 near Jot-
soma by-pass. 

The organization iden-
tified the accused as one 
Renpomo Tsopoe, age 20 
years, currently residing at 
middle Midland colony in 
Kohima.

A press release received 
from the organization on 
Sunday informed that cash 
worth 18,310 and two mo-
bile handsets were recov-
ered from his possession. 

inaugurated on June 2. She 
says that after the loan is 
paid off, part of its earn-
ings would be utilised for 
charity works. Nevetheless, 
discount would be given to 
students, orphans or people 
in need. 

Atemla also plans to 
provide home delivery serv-
ices in and around Chu-
mukedima town in the days 
to come. 

The mart was graced 
by Rev. Lanuyanger. And 
the guest of honour was 
Razovouto, chairman of 
Chumukedima Village.

Razovouto encouraged 
the people to focus more 
on self-employment oppor-
tunities while appreciating 
women entrepreneurship 
in the state. He impressed 
upon the proprietor to pro-
mote work culture and dig-
nity of labour through her 
various initiatives. 

Rev. Lanuyanger, while 
appreciating the initiative 
taken up by the family, en-
couraged all to work hard 
and live on honest earning. 
He also complimented the 
honest works of many Naga 
youth who are into self-
dedicated businesses. 

Interestingly, the propri-
etor hires only Naga youth; 
with an aim to provide em-
ployment opportunities to 
the youth populatiuon in 
the state. She has around 10 
full-time Naga youth work-
ing in her establishments. 
During festive seasons, and 
as per requirements, she 
also hires more youth on 
part-time basis. 

The items are said to have 
been handed over to Zubza 
police station for further 
investigation.

Condemning the al-
leged act, the organisation 
urged the authorities to 
penalize the accused.

as they were considered 
“second class” citizens to 
men. However,he added 
that the  is slowly changing 
and women are progressing 
in various fields. 

He encouraged the 
community especially men 
to support such positive 
initiatives for the overall 
development of the Society.    

Seno Tsuhah of NEN 
acknowledged the contri-
bution of the MP in mak-
ing the long-felt dream a 
reality. She also thanked 
the department of Arts and 
Culture and well wishers for 
contributing books for the 
library which now has over 
1300 books.

 “Society is rapidly dis-
integrating. Our role as 
change agents is to facili-
tate inter-generational and 
inter-cultural exchanges. 
Through this Centre, we 
hope to build a space for 

dialogue, conversation for 
a new and healthy society,” 
Tsuhah remarked. 

 “People who read more 
have a wider perspective 
on the world around us 
and this is critical for young 
people today.” She said. 

Abulo Naro, a student 
of Sacred Heart Higher Sec-
ondary School Chizami and 
a library user of NEN shared 
that the library to her is 
a window to a beautiful 
landscape of trees, animals, 
birds, and insects. “I saw a 
world beyond Chizami. It 
helped me understand the 
various developments that 
is happening elsewhere and 
also issues concerning the 
environment and climate 
change,” he she said.

NEN members Dilo 
Koza and Wekoweu Tsuhah 
highlighted on the MPLADS 
fund report and activities of 
NEN in line.

Library cum museum inaugurated at Chizami
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Guwahati, June 3 (IANS): The 
northeastern states have shown 
a steady growth in tax collection 
ranging from 15 to 16.5 per cent 
against all India growth of 18.3 per 
cent, Union Minister of State for 
Finance Shiv Pratap Shukla said 
on Sunday.

“Though large areas of the re-
gion and its populace are exempt 
from paying Income Tax under 
Section 10(26) of the Income Tax 

Act, the Department is doing its ut-
most to expand the tax-payer base.

“During financial year 2017-18 
alone, 1,89,784 new assesses have 
been added to raise the number of 
assesses to 7,37,815 as on March 
31, 2018 although there is internet 
connectivity problem faced by the 
region,” he said at a press confer-
ence here after a review meeting 
on the performance of the Income 
Tax Department in the region.

The net collection in the Re-
gion during 2017-18 has risen 
to Rs 7,097 crore from Rs 5,200 
crore during 2015-16 and Rs 6,093 
crore for 2016-17 financial year, he 
added.

Shukla also reviewed perform-
ance of the banking sector and 
different insurance companies and 
NABARD in the region in general 
and Assam in particular. Different 
schemes launched in the northeast 

such as Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan 
Yojana, Pradhan Mantri Jeevan 
Jyothi Yojana, Pradhan Mantri 
Jeevan Jyothi Suraksha Bhima Yo-
jana, Atal Pension Yojana and other 
Prime Minister’s security schemes 
were discussed.

The Income Tax Department 
has dedicated a fortnight from 
June 1 to 15 to resolve long pend-
ing rectifications and grievances 
to ensure better tax payer services. 

New Delhi, June 3 (PTI): Assam’s Priyanka 
Das, working on satellite navigation for 
French major Safran, has been appointed 
ambassador for an initiative in France to 
encourage girls to follow scientific careers 
and take it to higher education levels. 

“For Girls and Science” initiative was 
launched in 2014 to promote more scien-
tific vocations among young people, es-
pecially girls, and inspire them to become 
scientists of tomorrow and supported 
by the Ministry of National Education of 
France and the L’Oreal Foundation.

“As part of the programme, we meet 
middle school and high school students, 
and through talks and presentations, we 
try to clear the misconceptions about 
scientists and women in science,” says 
26-year-old Priyanka. It is linked to the 
L’Oreal Women in Science programme 
that awards five women scientists each 
year in collaboration with UNESCO.

Priyanka, who has her roots in Assam, 
is pursuing her PhD and working in R&D 
with a team of experts in the Navigation 
Systems division of Safran.

“I’m working on a very specific matter 
on how to make positioning more robust 

and precise. It can have applications as 
one of the many sensor information used 
by autonomous systems like a self-driving 
car for self-localisation,” Priyanka told PTI.

“I had the chance of visiting Safran 
when I was a first year student at Polytech-
nique. It was a visit organised by ISAE Su-
paero, an aerospace engineering school in 
the south of France. I was very impressed 
with the work they did at Safran and 
dreamt of working there one day,” she says.

“Fast forward two years, I was selected 
at Supaero for masters in Aerospace En-
gineering and while a student there, I was 
chosen for a PhD financed by Safran, with 
collaboration of the SCAN lab at ISAE Su-
paero,” she says.

The title of her PhD is “Robust and 
Precise Navigation using Tightly-coupled 
Hybridization of Inertial and GNSS Phase 
Measurements”.

Priyanka, whose father Manoj Das is 
DGM (Advisory & Consultancy) in North 
Eastern Development Finance Corpora-
tion Ltd (NEDFi) and mother is a senior 
medical officer in Delhi, received her 
degree at France’s Ecole Polytechnique 
on June 1.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, June 3 (EMN): The 
Minister of State for health 
& family welfare Pijush 
Hajarika formally inaugu-
rated a 30 bed Commu-
nity Health Centre (Model 
Hospital) in West Karbi 
Anglong district in Diphu 
on June 3 Sunday.

During his visit, Pijush 
Hazarika  announced that 
an amount of INR 100 crore 
would be sanctioned for 
the Diphu town  devel-
opment under City infra-
structure development 
fund.

Chief Executive Mem-
ber (CEM), Tuliram Rong-
hang who was also present 
during the inauguration 
praised Assam Chief Min-
ister Sarbananda Sonawal 
and State Finance Minister 
Dr. Himanta Biswas for tak-
ing up the initiative. 

Also, Ronghang said 
that 30 bedded model hos-
pital in Balijuri and Deihori 
would be formally inaugu-

rated by July.
Pijush Hajarika said 

that good health should be 
maintained for healthy so-
ciety. He said, more model 
hospitals including 46 Pub-
lic Health Centre (PHC) in 
the entire state of Assam 
would be inaugurated in 
two months. 

The main feature of 
the 30 bedded hospital are 
OPD, Emergency ward, 

Minor OT, Family welfare 
clinic, x-ray, Laboratory, 
Pharmacy, Labour room 
for septic and aseptic de-
livery, baby corner and 
stabilisation room, General 
OT, general ward for male 
and female, Post Natal/pre 
operative ward and paedi-
atric ward will be available 
informed the hospital of-
ficail.  The total cost of the 
building was INR 505  lakh.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, June 3 (EMN): The Manipur 
University (MU) authority appealed to 
the students to maintain peaceful and 
conducive academic atmosphere of the 
university and in the interest of the state 
as a whole as it is affecting the affiliated 
colleges of the state due the closure of the 
administrative block.

The decision to make the appeal was 
taken in a meeting of senior faculty mem-
bers along with deans of various academic 
schools of MU with Vice Chancellor (VC) 
Adya Prasad Pandey in the chair on June 
3 Sunday. The meeting was conducted to 
discuss the demands of Manipur Univer-
sity Students’ Union (MUSU), according 
to a press release issued by the public rela-
tions officer of MU Dr. Ganesh Sethi.

The meeting also resolved to make 
an appeal to the concerned students’ 

representatives to unlock the university 
administrative block so as to resume nor-
mal functioning of the university and to fa-
cilitate the process of smooth discussions 
on various demands of MUSU with all the 
members present in the meeting.

It is said to have been reported that the 
short listing of various teaching positions 
is being processed and that the selection 
committee would initiate the selection 
process of the above mentioned positions 
tentatively from June 25 2018. 

On Saturday, students of MU under 
the banner MUSU have been continuing 
their protest against the alleged failure 
of the university’s VC to take up positive 
welfare initiatives for the students and the 
university. Demanding replacement of 
the VC, they even blocked the main gate 
of the varsity. But Police prevented them 
after a while.

New Delhi, June 3 (IANS): 
Minister of State for 
Home Affairs Kiren Rijiju 
has denied rumours of 
an attack on a Gurdwara 
or any Sikh institution 
in violence-hit Shillong 
which remained compar-
atively peaceful on Sun-
day with security forces 
relaxing curfew for seven 
hours in some sensitive 
areas.

The Minister, howev-
er, warned the people of 
Meghalaya not to believe 
the false propaganda be-
ing spread on social me-
dia and ensure that the 
state government was 

vigilant in solving issues. 
Rijiju’s comments 

came after a Sikh del-
egation met Meghalaya 
Chief Minister Conrad 
Sangma who denied the 
reports that a Gurdwara 
was attacked or dam-
aged in Shillong, and ex-
pressed satisfaction that 
“Sikhs are safe” in the 
state. 

“Beware of rumour-
mongers and trouble-
makers. There was no 
damage to any Gurdwara 
or other institutions be-
longing to the Sikh Mi-
nority in Meghalaya. Law 
and Order situation is un-

der control and the state 
government is extremely 
vigilant and settling the 
case,” Rijiju tweeted. 

Violence erupted in 
Shillong on Thursday 
after an altercation be-
tween a driver of the Kha-
si community employed 
with the Shillong Public 
Transport Service and 
some Punjabi women 
in Theme lew Mawlong, 
a Punjabi settlement in 
Shillong with around 350 
households. The violence 
continued even after the 
parties involved in the 
skirmish reached a com-
promise.

Our Correspondent
Manipur, June 3 (EMN): 
The Education minister 
of Manipur Thokchom 
Radheshyam made a visit 
at Kasturba Gandhi Ba-
lika Vidyalaya (KGBV) at 
Ukhongshang and the re-
cently inaugurated resi-
dential school at Lilong in 
Manipur on June 3 Sunday.

The minister, accom-
panied by the engineering 
wing of its department, 
inspected the schools to 
look into the viability of the 
schools to be upgraded to 
high school.

Radheshyam said that 
the central government 
has given approval to up-

grade the residential school 
and KGBV to high school. 
Both the schools, built un-
der Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan 
(SSA) scheme, have classes 
from VI – VIII. The KGBV 
has introduced class IX 
(nine) from this year’s aca-
demic session.

Radheshyam asserted 
that with the approval from 
the state government vari-
ous schools would be up-
graded to high schools from 
the next academic session of 
2019–20. He also informed 
that for the time being the 
classes at KGBV, Ukong-
shang, is being carried out in 
a ‘make-shift’ having more 
than 100 students. 

Agartala, June 3 (PTI): 
CPI(M) today criticised the 
Deputy Chief Minister Jish-
nu Devvarma for announc-
ing that by-polls would be 
held in some TTAADC ar-
eas in July this year and said 
such stand was “authoritar-
ian.”

“The Tripura Tribal Ar-
eas Autonomous District 
Council (TTAADC), ruled by 
the Left Front, was formed 
under the sixth schedule of 
the Constitution. If any post 
is lying vacant, by-polls will 
have to be held. But recom-
mendation for such election 
would be made by tribal 
council and state govern-
ment will help conducting 
the by-polls,” party MP Jiten 
Chowdhury said.

“The deputy chief minis-
ters comments are authori-
tarian and they indicate as 
if the government will do 
everything and no elected 
body has any autonomy or 
rights,” the party’s Central 
Committee member said.

The government can 
act only when recommen-
dations were made by the 
TTAADC, he said adding 
that the government had no 
role to act independently.

The deputy CM had 
told the media recently that 
over two thousand posts in 
gram panchayats and village 
committees were vacant 

since many members had 
resigned in large numbers.

He also said resignations 
were submitted in a large 
number in areas where al-
legations of corruption were 
found.

Devvarma said govern-
ment was considering to 
hold by-polls in those seats 
in July.

Chowdhury said “the 
Left Front representatives 
who were elected in the pan-
chayats and village com-
mittees are facing threats, 
pressure even attacks in vil-
lages and many were forced 
to resign.

Chowdhury alleged that 
elected village committees 
“were made defunct” follow-
ing formation of ‘monitoring 
committees by IPFT and de-
velopment committees by 
the BJP in the tribal council 
areas and added that works 
under MGNREGA were 
stopped before the Febru-
ary 18 Assembly elections. 

A meagre amount was 
recently released under 
MGNREGA, but it could 
not serve the purpose of the 
tribals. They are still starv-
ing due to lack of jobs under 
the employment generation 
schemes. It is high time to 
address the problems of the 
indigenous people, other-
wise the situation would 
turn worse, he added.

Agartala, June 3 (IANS): Tripu-
ra’s ‘Queen’ variety pineapples 
are finally on their way to Du-
bai with Chief Minister Biplab 
Kumar Deb on Sunday flagging 
off a one tonne consignment 
-- the first.

The exquisite variety of fruit, 
known for being juicy and sweet, 
was sent on a SpiceJet aircraft via 
New Delhi.

The private airliner last 
month signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding with the state 
government-run Tripura Hor-
ticulture Corp and a Kolkata-

based company to facilitate the 
exports.

Deb, who personally took the 
initiative to export the pineapple 
which is famous in India and 
neighbouring countries, urged 
the people to grow more pine-
apples and jackfruits as both are 
being produced in Tripura with 
a rich quality due to the climatic 
condition, soil and the environ-
ment.

“Tripura can earn huge for-
eign money by cultivating bam-
boo. If the farmers and others 
cultivate pineapple, jackfruit 

and bamboo, their econom-
ic condition would see a sea 
change,” he said at the function.

The Chief Minister said 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
was keen to double the farmers’ 
income.

A SpiceJet official said that 
by Wednesday they would carry 
three tonnes of pineapples to 
Dubai.

State Agriculture and Tour-
ism Minister Pranajit Singha 
Roy, who along with other senior 
officials was present at the func-
tion, said the Bharatiya Janata 

Party-led alliance government’s 
initiative to export the pineap-
ples would encourage the farm-
ers to grow pineapples in newer 
areas in the state.

“Tripura would be able to 
supply at least 200 MT best 
grown pineapples during the 
current season (May to July). The 
‘Queen’ pineapples being sold in 
Tripura for Rs 20 per kg would be 
at least Rs 80 in the Dubai mar-
ket,” the minister added.

Tripura Horticulture Depart-
ment Director Arun Debbarma 
said this year pineapples were 

cultivated in 8,500 hectares of 
land and the production is ex-
pected to be 1.28 MT.

Pineapples are one of the 
major fruit crops in terms of area 
and volume of production.

The official said the produc-
tivity of pineapples per hectare 
is 18.73 tonnes which is higher 
than the national average of 
15.80 tonnes. 

“Tripura pineapple is organic 
by default because of climatic 
and soil condition, besides eco-
logical situations,” Debbarma 
added.

Mirror Crossword 1838sud0ku 1678
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1837

ACROSS
1. A diagonal pole supporting a sail
6. Young male horse
10. Among
14. Sports venue
15. Affirm
16. More than a few
17. Vague feeling or impression
18. Indonesian island
19. Island
20. 60s musical group “The Lovin’ 

________”
22. Vessel for burning incense
24. Jungle feline
25. Avenues
26. Early computer
29. Sandal or sneaker
30. Wise man
31. Mediates
37. Make amends
39. Petroleum
40. Delay
41. Genus of kumquat tree
44. Futile or fruitless
45. Small brook
46. Canadian province
48. Wingless bloodsucking insects
52. Incessantly requests payment
53. Awaken or stimulate
54. Hinged door in the floor
58. Rational
59. Scarce
61. Furious
62. English college
63. Angers
64. Angler fish
65. North American rail (bird)
66. US spy Aldrich ____
67. Priestly vestment
 
DOWN
1. Back talk
2. Prepare (abbrev.)
3. City in Nevada

4. Bankrupt
5. A ribbonlike anatomical 

structure
6. Native of Louisiana
7. Egg-shaped
8. Bulgarian monetary unit
9. Farm vehicle
10. Group of organic compounds
11. A certain billiards trick shot
12. Narrow channel of water 

13. People who color fabric
21. Points of convergence
23. Construct

25. Outer covering of an egg
26. American flyers
27. International political group
28. Inventor ____ Sikorsky
29. Hushed or subdued
32. Christmases
33. Listen in
34. Plain
35. Great Lake
36. Synchronize (abbrev.)
38. God of the east wind (Greek 

mythology) 42. 
African country

43. Liquid
47. Sort a heap
48. Foundations
49. Muse of lyric poetry
50. Giver
51. Disney company: _____ Vista 

Productions
52. Clothe
54. Tall woody plant
55. Formal promise
56. First Holy Roman Emperor
57. Tall aquatic grass
60. Upper limb

solutions to suD0ku 1677

Northeast showing tax collection 
growth, says union Minister

Assam girl ambassador of ‘promote 
science’ initiative in France

30-bed community healthcare 
hospital inaugurated in Diphu 
INR 100 cr. announced for Diphu town development 

under city infrastructure development fund

Manipur univ. students continue to protest; 
demand replacement of vice chancellor

No damage to any Sikh 
institutions in Shillong — Rijiju

Manipur’s education 
minister inspects schools 

CPI (M) flays Tripura deputy 
CM on TTAADC by-poll issue

Tripura starts exporting ‘queen’ pineapples to dubai
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To hike rate or not? RBI panel 
to brainstorm for three days

Int’l passengers need not pay 
GST at airport ‘duty-free’ shops 

Mumbai, June 3 (PTI): 
Rising inflation and high 
crude oil prices will weigh 
on the minds of the six 
Monetary Policy Commit-
tee (MPC) members at 
their three-day meeting 
beginning here tomorrow 
to decide the key policy 
rate.

The seven-quarter high 
growth rate of 7.7 per cent 
in January-March 2018 
and forecast of a normal 
monsoon has reduced the 
clamour for a cut in the 
benchmark lending rate 
(repo) by the Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI).

Retail inflation (CPI), 
a key data for the RBI, has 
remained above 4 per cent 
since November 2017. The 
government has mandat-
ed the RBI to restrict the 
retail inflation at 4 per cent 
(with a margin of +/- 2 per 
cent), while supporting 
growth.

The RBI has refrained 
from revising the repo rate 
since August 2017 citing 
inflationary concerns.

Indicating hardening 
of the interest rate sce-
nario, several major lend-
ers including SBI, PNB and 
ICICI Bank have already 

raised their lending rates 
from June 1. Some of the 
banks have also increased 
the deposit rates.

“Notwithstanding the 
clamour for a rate hike in 
market, we believe ground 
realities call for caution 
and not rate action,” India’s 
largest lender SBI said in a 
research report.

One of the reasons it 
cited was that while the 
GDP numbers are strong, 
private consumption 
continues to lose pace, 
dropping to 6.6 per cent in 

2017-18 from 7.3 per cent 
in the previous year.

The MPC, headed by 
RBI Governor Urjit Patel, 
will for the first time meet 
for three days as against 
the usual two.

The resolution of the 
second bi-monthly mon-
etary policy meeting for 
the current fiscal will be 
announced in the after-
noon of June 6.

In the last MPC meet, 
held in April, RBI Deputy 
Governor and member 
of the panel Viral Achar-

ya had indicated that he 
would vote for withdrawal 
of monetary accommoda-
tion in the June policy.

A n o t h e r  m e m b e r 
Michael Patra had voted 
for a hike in repo rate but 
was overruled by major-
ity that opted for status-
quo.

Currently, repo rate 
-- the short term lending 
rate at which RBI lends to 
banks -- stands at 6 per 
cent. Consequently, the 
reverse repo rate is 5.75 
per cent and the marginal 

standing facility (MSF) rate 
and the bank rate stand at 
6.25 per cent.

Naresh Takkar, MD 
and Group CEO of ICRA 
Ltd said: “Although the 
headline and the core CPI 
inflation for April 2018 re-
vealed negative surprises, 
an immediate rate hike 
may be premature, given 
the lack of clarity on factors 
like the 2018 monsoon, the 
minimum support price 
(MSPs) and fiscal risks.” 

However, the expected 
rebound in the average 
CPI inflation for 2018-19, 
in conjunction with the 
higher-than-anticipated 
GDP expansion in Q4 of 
last fiscal, suggests that a 
back-ended rate hike can-
not be ruled out, which is 
likely to be reflected in the 
tone of the policy docu-
ment, he added.

Reversing the declin-
ing trend of three months, 
retail inflation inched up to 
4.58 per cent in April. 

The Wholesale Price 
Index (WPI) based infla-
tion too rose to 3.18 per 
cent in April mainly on 
account of a spike in fuel 
prices, as per data released 
by the government.

New Delhi, June 3 (PTI): 
International passengers 
buying goods at airport 
‘duty-free’ shops will not 
be subject to GST and the 
revenue department will 
soon clarify on this exemp-
tion, an official said.

Following an order 
passed in March by the 
New Delhi bench of the 
Authority for Advance 
Ruling (AAR) stating that 
GST would be leviable on 
sale of goods from ‘duty-
free’ shops at airports, the 
revenue department had 
received a number of rep-
resentations seeking clari-
fication on the issue.

“The position of the 
revenue department has 
always been that we can-
not export our taxes. We 
will issue clarification stat-
ing that duty free shops 
would not levy GST,” the 
official told PTI.

The revenue depart-
ment will clarify that duty-
free shops will have to only 
collect a copy of the pass-
port from the passenger to 
whom it sells the goods and 
later on seek GST refund 
from the government, the 
official added.

This means, like ex-
porters, duty-free shops 
can claim refund from the 
government for the GST 
it has paid in procuring 
goods from manufacturers. 
The copy of passport will 
be treated as proof of sale 
of the goods.

Experts said that the 
Authority for Advance Rul-
ing (AAR) order had put 
such shops in a fix, since 
they were exempt from 
central sales tax (CST) and 
value added tax (VAT) in 
the earlier indirect tax re-
gime. In the erstwhile re-
gime, sale from such shops 
were considered as exports 
and supplies were taking 
place beyond the ‘customs 
frontiers’ of India.

AMRG & Associates 
Partner Rajat Mohan said 
‘Duty-free’ shops enjoy a 
tax neutral status globally 
as a matter of International 
understanding.

“The GST policy wing 
is planning to come out 
with a circular clarifying 
on the zero-rating status 
of such Duty Free shops 
and circular may also out-
lay a detailed procedure 
of claiming refund of the 
taxes so paid,” Mohan said.

EY Partner Abhishek 
Jain said such transactions 
are akin to exports and it 
is a stated policy that tax 
should not be levied on 
export of goods.

“This would bring a lot 
of relief to duty free shops 
and would keep them 
competitive with duty free 
shops in other countries,” 
Jain added.

The AAR held that the 
supply of goods to inter-
national passengers go-
ing abroad from ‘duty 
free’ shops are happening 

within the territory of India 
under the Central GST Act.

Since the ‘duty free’ 
shops are situated within 
the territory of India and 
was not taking goods out 
of India, hence their supply 
cannot be called ‘export’ 
under Section 2(5) of the 
IGST Act, 2017, or ‘zero 
rated supply’ under Sec-
tion 2(23) and Section 16(1) 
of the IGST Act,2017.

Under section 2(5) of 
the IGST Act, export of 
goods takes place only 
when goods are taken out 
to a place outside India. 
The country is defined un-
der Section 2(27) of the 
Customs Act as “India in-
cludes the territorial waters 
of India”.

Under Section 2(56) of 
the CGST Act, India means 
the territory of India, in-
cluding its territorial waters 
and the air space above 
its territory and territorial 
waters. Hence, the goods 
can be said to be exported 
only when they cross the 
territorial waters of India 
and the goods cannot be 
called to be exported mere-
ly on crossing the Customs 
Frontiers of India, as per 
the discussions before the 
AAR.

The Delhi AAR in case 
of ROD Retail Private Ltd 
ruled against the age-old 
policy of not levying taxes 
on them by ordering that 
GST will be payable by du-
ty-free shops in India.

Suresh Prabhu

Avg. airfares declined by 18% in 2017 — Prabhu 

Petrol rates down for 5th day running, diesel stays unchanged

Industrial oils gain 
in lacklustre tradeMumbai, June 3 (PTI): Civ-

il aviation minister Suresh 
Prabhu today said that 
average airfares dropped 
by 18 per cent in 2017, 
while the number of pas-
sengers flown by the do-
mestic carriers recorded 
a compounded annual 
growth rate (CAGR) of 19 
per cent in FY18 over FY14.

I n  a  s e r i e s  o f 
tweets,with hashtag #Saaf-
NiyatSahiVikas (Clean in-
tent, right development), 
Prabhu also said that his 
ministry is working on 
a blueprint for the do-
mestic production of 
aircrafts under the gov-
ernment’s ‘Make in India’ 
programme.

“Indian scheduled air-
lines carried more than 12 
cr domestic passengers 
during FY18 as against 
6.1 cr. in FY14, record-
ing growth of 19% CAGR. 
Strategic policies resulting 
in enabling more Indians 
to fly than ever before,” 
another tweet said. The 
Modi government had 
launched the slogan ‘Saaf 

Niyat, Sahi Vikas’ on its 
fourth anniversary on May 
26, listing out its various 
achievements in a range 
of areas. Significantly, 
the country registered a 
double-digit growth in air 
passenger traffic for the 
44th consecutive month 
at 26.05 per cent in April, 
on the back of low airfares 
and capacity addition by 
domestic airlines.

Over the last two years, 

airfares have remained 
flat, while fuel prices have 
doubled, Jet Airways chief 
executive officer Vinay 
Dube had recently said.

The civil aviation min-
ister in another tweet said 
that, “Comprehensive 
aviation capacity expan-
sion program NABH NIR-
MAN has been envisaged 
to cater to one billion air 
passengers over the next 
decade.” 

New Delhi, June 3 (IANS): 
State-run oil marketing 
firms marginally lowered 
petrol prices for the fifth 
consecutive day on Sun-
day under the dynamic 
pricing regime although 
the rates continue to rule 
at unprecedented levels 
following the resumption 
of daily price changes after 
a 20-day suspension of the 
system last month owing 
to the Karnataka elections.

As  per  pr ices  an-
nounced by largest retail-
er Indian Oil Corp (IOC), 
prices fell around nine 
paise in the four metro 
cities, while diesel prices 
remained unchanged over 

Saturday. In Delhi, petrol 
per litre on Sunday cost 
INR 78.11, down from INR 
78.20 on Saturday.

Similarly, in Mumbai 
and Kolkata, petrol prices 
were at INR 85.92 and INR 
80.75 a litre respectively, 
while in Chennai petrol fell 
by ten paise on Sunday to 
Rs 81.09 per litre.

Diesel prices, however, 
remained unchanged on 
Sunday. In Delhi, Kolkata, 
Mumbai and Chennai, the 
fuel sold for INR 69.11, INR 
71.66, INR 73.58 and INR 
72.97 per litre, respectively.

Lower global crude oil 
cost, along with a strength-
ened rupee, has pulled 

down the prices of trans-
portation fuels since May 
30.

On Saturday, Brent 
crude oil prices slipped 
to around $76 per barrel 
from $77 a barrel as global 
supply concerns eased. A 
decline in global crude oil 
prices in turn lessen the 
cost of refined products 
like gasoline or petrol.

The Indian rupee has 
also strengthened, easing 
the pressure on fuel prices. 
On a weekly basis, it ap-
preciated by 72 paise to 
close at 67.06 against the 
US dollar from its previous 
week’s close of 67.78 per 
greenback.

Under NABH (Next-
Gen Airports for Bharat) 
Nirman initiative, an-
nounced in the 2018-19 
Union budget, the gov-
ernment plans to expand 
airport capacity by more 
than five times to handle a 
billion trips a year.

“In d i a’s  b o o m i n g 
aviation&economy nerds 
>1000 passenger& many 
more cargo planes. Pre-
paring roadmap under 
#makeinIndia to even-
t u a l l y  m a n u f a c t u r e 
Aircrafts,beginning with 
components,creating 
eco system,part of glo-
bal supply chain.Create 
jobs,SMEs.Appeal @Airbus 
@Boeing participate,” Pra-
bhu tweeted further.

The minister, who vis-
ited the Toulouse facil-
ity of European aviation 
major Airbus on Friday 
during his trip to France, 
asked the company to 
build planes in India under 
the Make in India initia-
tive, and contribute to the 
nation’s growing aviation 
sector.

Mumbai, June 3 (PTI): 
Castor seeds bold and 
castor oil commercial 
prices gained further in 
an otherwise lacklustre 
Vashi oils and oilseeds 
wholesale market here 
today due to sustained 
demand from soaps and 
shippers industries.

Groundnut oil, re-
fined palmolein and lin-
seed oil all held stable in 
the absence of any large-
scale buying activity.

In the non-edibles 
segment, castor seed 
bold rose by INR 15 per 
100 kg to INR 4,040 from 
Friday’s closing level of 
Rs 4,025 and castor oil 
commercial moved up by 
INR 3 per 10 kg to INR 838 
as against INR 835 yes-
terday. Linseed oil closed 
unchanged at INR 800 
per 10 kg.

Moving to the edibles 
section, groundnut oil 
and refined palmolein 
closed unaltered at INR 
835 and INR 720 per 10 
kg, respectively.

The first gates shoppe, Agri Mart was inaugurated in Nagaland on June 2 at ground floor, Blessings 
apartment, AH Road, Chakesang colony in Dimapur. Agri Mart Pvt. Ltd. is India’s premier brand of 
agricultural equipments company. M/s H.C. Enterprises is the only franchised shop in Nagaland. The 
store was inaugurated by Luhekhe Chishi, joint director (rtd), RD department. The mart will provide 
both sales and services covering various agricultural equipments. Nagaland being a agricultural 
state, Hinoto Chishi, proprietor hopes to render better services for the people.

Crop up
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Hard Work 
Ahead for BJP

S
omething is going wrong somewhere. Since the 
huge victory of the Bharatiya Janata Party-led Na-
tional Democratic Alliance (BJP; NDA) in 2014, 
27 Lok Sabha by-polls were held. Out of the 27 

seats, the BJP could win only in five. Moreover, the par-
ty’s strength in the Lok Sabha has come down from 282 
to 273. Given the popularity of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and the BJP’s victory juggernaut in various state 
assembly elections, the results seem astonishing. 

Bonding of opposition parties is not the sole reason 
for the BJP’s dismal performance in the Lok Sabha by-
polls. There is something more in the results. We are just 
a year away from the next general elections. So, time is 
running out for the prime minister and his party. Intro-
spection of the failures is the need of the hour. 

The performance of the central government, BJP’s 
brand of politics and, more importantly, the conduct of 
various branches of the Rashtriya Swangsevak Sangha 
(RSS) should be analysed critically to find out the rea-
sons why the electorate across the nation is rejecting 
the BJP. Failure to do so will effectively put an end to 
BJP’s hope of retaining power in 2019.

There are already enough indications that 2019 is 
going to be very different from 2014. So what clicked for 
the BJP then will not click this time around. For exam-
ple, the BJP was in the opposition in 2014. So the party 
didn’t have to face anti-incumbency. Also, it could con-
test the elections being on the offensive. Taking advan-
tage of the situation during campaigning in the 2014 
general elections, the BJP made promises targeting the 
failures of the then United Progressive Alliance govern-
ment at the Centre.

But now the promises have become a headache for 
the BJP as many of the promises could not be fulfilled. 
Further, in some cases, the BJP so far hasn’t shown any 
desire to keep them anyway. There are many examples 
of such lapses by the BJP government including loan 
waiver for farmers, or bringing down oil prices, or grant-
ing special category state status to Andhra Pradesh. It 
should be noted here that the promises were not politi-
cal. Rather the issues were related to the everyday life 
of the people. So when such promises were not kept, it 
created a trust deficit between the ruling party and the 
people. Narendra Modi and BJP need to work hard to 
regain that trust to nourish any dream of coming back 
to power in 2019.

Another issue which should not be overlooked is 
job creation. The BJP promised to create two crore jobs 
every year. But the central government has failed miser-
ably in this aspect. So the youth, who supported the BJP 
wholeheartedly in 2014, are now angry with the ruling 
party. Reforms like the Goods & Services Tax (GST) and 
steps such as the demonetisation have only increased 
the number of the unemployed in the country. 

Many economists have opined that demonetisa-
tion virtually ruined the medium and small scale in-
dustry in the country. Their views can be contested. 
But what cannot be denied is that the step failed to 
achieve its main goal of unearthing black money. The 
central government needs to improve its perform-
ance. Otherwise, 2019 may witness another change of 
guard at the centre.

“Things That Can Go 
Wrong on Your Wedding”: 
A Review from the 
Reader’s Perspective

Meripeni Zares

P
enthrill publication house puts 
up a picture of the Author, 
Dr. Kezhakielie Whiso on Fa-
cebook. Here is a man with a 

serious demeanor donning a suit and 
a spectacle and it read that he is into 
rocks and fossils.

“Things that can go wrong on your 
wedding” I gasped unbelievably when I 
learned about the title. The title already 
had me interested but the Naga in me 
immediately assumes that it must be 
a book on wedding dos and don’ts. As 
soon as I got hold of the book, I notice 
the introduction which is stated so unu-
sually that it not only had me plugged in 
but it debunked all earlier assumptions.

A glance at the contents of the 
book had me grinning from ear to ear. 
‘Things that can go wrong on your wed-
ding’ is such a refreshing book and un-
assumingly entertaining. Written with 
so much wit and a generous dose of 
humor, it will have readers smiling and 
chuckling with outright turn of phrases 
such as “My wife is a living proof that 
consuming small amount of thermocol 
does not lead to death.” Even the ac-
knowledgement portion is not spared 

as the author notes “I thank my cous-
in…who is getting better at photog-
raphy but needs improvement in the 
photo album delivery.”

The author won me over with his 
honesty and self-deprecating humor as 
the very relatable scenarios of a crazy 
Naga wedding unfolds. It is replete with 
the modern Naga wedding meets the 
traditional customs dilemma. Those 
married will laugh along with the au-
thor as you recall your own wedding 
expedition. To the singles yet to traverse 
that path, on reading this book you can 
be confident of having your sanity in-
tact when the wedding fever hits you.

I’ve never engaged in a conversa-
tion with the author but he demon-
strates a natural gift for gab. His talents 
in observation and introspection stand 
out in the narrative. No wonder he is 
into rocks and fossils!

Amidst the pace of excitement, loss 
and misadventures, this book elicits 
empathy and hope. The discerning 
reader, you will identify with the au-
thor’s journey of self-discovery and the 
hope that he affirms in. “Things that 
can go Wrong on your wedding” is ‘one 
of a kind’ book guaranteed to bring 
a smile to your face while at the same 
time evoking deeper emotions.

We need God in order to understand Scripture.

The first time I went to the gorgeous Chora Church 
in Istanbul, I was able to figure out some Bible sto-
ries from the Byzantine frescos and mosaics on the 

ceiling. But there was much I missed. The second time, 
however, I had a guide. He pointed to all the details I 
had previously missed, and suddenly everything made 
perfect sense! The first aisle, for instance, depicted the 
life of Jesus as recorded in the gospel of Luke.

Sometimes when we read the Bible we understand 
the basic stories, but what about the connections—those 
details that weave Scripture into the one perfect story? 
We have Bible commentaries and study tools, yes, but 
we also need a guide—someone to open our eyes and 
help us see the wonders of God’s written revelation. Our 
guide is the Holy Spirit who teaches us “all things” (John 
14:26). Paul wrote that He explains “spiritual realities 
with Spirit-taught words” (1 Corinthians 2:13).

How wonderful to have the Author of the Book to 
show us the wonders of it! God has not only given us 
His written Word and His revelation but He also helps us 
to understand it and learn from it. So let us pray with the 
psalmist, saying, “Open my eyes that I may see wonder-
ful things in your law” (Psalm 119:18).

Dear Lord, as I read Your Word, open my eyes that I 
may discover the wonders of Your revelation.

DAILY

PATH
Open My Eyes

BIBLE READ:   JOHN 14:23–31
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

The Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, 
will teach you all things. 

~   John 14:26

Mithilesh Kumar Sinha

Leslee Lazar | thewire.in

Let’s Make Future Plastic Free and End Plastic Pollution

Monkeys Evolve a New Way to Communicate With Humans
In a recent study involving wild monkeys, the animals showed signs of intentionality – 
a building blocks necessary for the evolution of language – in their communications.

I
ndia will host the official global 
World Environment day celebra-
tion tomorrow. But only celebration 
of the day will not help in ending 

plastic pollution. We have to stop plas-
tics to enter our house. Though Plastics 
are a part of our daily lives, unfortu-
nately, that doesn’t mean they’re safe or 
responsible. Until quite recently, a mini-
mum of 40 plastic carry bags would en-
ter my house every single week as a re-
sult of grocery shopping alone. I would 
say a more honest assessment for some 
weeks would be about 70. The math is 
simple: On an average, at least 160 such 
bags in a month, and more than 2,000 
in a year, which then served no other 
purpose than to occasionally function 
as garbage bags. 

Anyone digging into the earth 
would find a sudden, explosive in-
crease in a new kind of material—plas-
tic. It is choking our drains, our rivers 
and our streets. The first shock has 
come from studies that show that plas-
tic generated on land is filling up and 
polluting our oceans. And that fish is 
eating this plastic and we are then eat-
ing the same fish. A fascinating study 
by academics from the University of 
California and Santa Barbara and oth-
ers has put together the world’s first 
material balance of plastics. It should 
really worry us. They estimate that the 
world has produced some 8.3 billion 
metric tonnes (bmt) of plastic from 
1950 – when large-scale production 
began – to 2015. Of this, some 6.3 bmt 

or 76 per cent is plastic waste. Of the 6.3 
bmt of plastic waste generated in the 
world, as little as 9 per cent has been 
recycled. Of the 9 per cent that is recy-
cled, only 10 per cent has been recy-
cled more than once. Then, 12 per cent 
of the waste has been incinerated. The 
rest, as much as 79 per cent, is in land-
fills or in the environment – oceans 
and water bodies.

Every day, Indian cities generate 
15,000 tonnes of plastic waste–enough 
to fill 1,500 trucks, at 10 tonnes per 
truck–of which 9,000 tonnes are collect-
ed and processed/recycled, while the 
remaining 6,000 tonnes, or 600 truck-
loads, usually litter drains, streets or are 
dumped in landfills, according to a Jan-
uary 2015 assessment report of the Cen-

tral Pollution Control Board (CPCB).
Plastic additives from landfills can 

cause considerable pollution problems 
by contaminating the surrounding soil, 
ground or surface waters, a 2015 study 
by the CPCB showed. 

About 1 million seabirds and 
100,000 marine mammals die each 
year globally from ingesting plastic 
or by getting tangled in nylon fishing 
line, nets, six-pack plastic can hold-
ers, and plastic rope, according to es-
timates. Three of the world’s ten riv-
ers which carry 90% of plastic to the 
world’s oceans are in India–the Indus, 
the Ganga and the Brahmaputra, ac-
cording to an October 2017 article in 
Environmental Science & Technology, 
a global journal.

Once underground, plastic will fos-
silize well, leaving a distinct signature. 
And there’s plenty of it. Growing moun-
tains of non-biodegradable garbage 
– mainly plastic – is our nightmare. 
Globally too, the use of plastic is worry-
ing. UN Environment shared that up to 
5 trillion plastic bags are globally used 
every year. Of this, at least 13 million 
are disposed into the ocean at the rate 
of a full garbage truck every minute! 
the last 10 years, more plastic was pro-
duced than in the entire last century.

Until the 20th century, plastic was 
virtually non-existent. Since then, hu-
mans have created 5 billion tonnes. 
The palaeontologist Jan Zalasiewicz 
has calculated that if it were all con-
verted into cling wrap, there would be 
enough to wrap the globe.

 As we rush unconcerned towards 
what seems like self-wrought doom, 
is there nothing we can do? “Being the 
change you want to see”, of individual 
actions that can make a difference, by 
saying: “Look, obviously people feel 
compelled to do something individu-
ally, but I think it’s very important not 
to capitulate to the view that individu-
als can solve this problem. It’s a collec-
tive problem.

Plastic pollution is one of the big-
gest environmental threats and coun-
tries need better waste management to 
cope with the sheer quantity of plastic 
rubbish that is fouling the waters and 
environment. Excess pollution has af-
fected tourism, significantly impacting 
economies. Let’s end plastic pollution. 
We need more drastic solutions. The 
future has to be plastic-free.

I
f you have ever lived in a place with 
a monkey menace, you would know 
that monkeys are highly intelligent 
and have an impressive ability to 

use tools. They can open latches, screw 
cap bottles and door handles, and are 
very efficient in finding food even in 
urban settings. Monkeys can also com-
municate with other monkeys using 
gestures and vocal calls; for example, 
they have separate calls for when they 
are in danger and for food availability. 
However, could their communication 
be considered a language system or is it 
just reflexive gesturing or calls?

One of the main features of language 
is intentionality, which means that the 
animal can understand the mental 
state of the animal it is communicat-
ing to. This intentionality can manifest 
in different ways. Two communicating 
humans can understand each other’s 
intentions, mental states and goals. This 
ability is called ‘theory of mind’. Dav-

id Premack, in his classic 1978 paper 
‘Does the chimpanzee have a theory of 
mind?’, showed that chimpanzees can 
also understand the intention of a hu-
man actor. However, intentionality can 
also occur without theory of mind, like 
in captive monkeys, where studies have 
shown intentional communication be-
tween monkeys and human caregivers.

When it comes to wild monkeys, 
the issue is contentious. Anindya Sinha 
and his group from the National Insti-
tute of Advanced Studies, Bangalore, 
who study communication behaviour 
of troupes of wild bonnet macaques 
(Macaca radiata) in the Bandipur area 
in Karnataka, have shown that wild bon-
net macaques show intentionality while 
signalling among conspecific members 
within a troupe. In a new study pub-
lished in Scientific Reports, they have 
showed that wild macaque monkeys 
make intentional novel communica-
tion with humans using vocal calls and 
gestures to ask for food. When the hu-
man had food, the monkeys made a 
hand extension gesture with an open 

palm towards the human. This is new 
behaviour, which is different from other 
food reaching or handling behaviour 
seen in the wild. These monkeys also 
orient their head towards the human, 
monitoring their reaction and adjust-
ing their posture to get the attention of 
the human. The monkeys persist until 
the food reward is obtained and made a 
specific coo-call during this interaction.

The authors say that this is the first 
documented evidence of such behav-
iour in monkeys in the wild. To prove 
the intentionality of this gesture, the 
authors say that it passes the criteria 
for intentionality established by previ-
ous research in other monkey species. 
Adwait Deshpande, who is the first 
author in the paper, says, “We showed 
that monkeys use hand extension ges-
ture depending on the attentional state 
of human receiver. They perform this 
gesture only when humans are directly 
looking at them. This is an evidence for 
underlying intentionality.”

This shows that the monkeys have 
the mental capability to communicate 

flexibly with humans. They were able 
to figure out if the human is paying at-
tention. If the human is not paying at-
tention, they change their posture to 
make their presence felt. Finally, they 
persist in the communicative gesture 
until food is delivered. They gestured 
only when they encountered a human 
with food and stopped when they got 
the food.

This study shows, for the first time, 
wild untrained monkeys communi-
cating intentionally with unfamiliar 
humans using a novel communicative 
gesture. Intentionality is an important 
concept in understanding conscious-
ness. Daniel Dennett, the philoso-
pher, coined the phrase “intentional 
stance” to indicate the highest level of 
analysis by an organism, which is to 
understand other’s mental state and 
predict their behaviour. Intentionality 
is also the cornerstone of evolution of 
language in humans. This study shows 
that the building blocks needed for the 
evolution of language are present in 
the monkeys.
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Examples of conservation projects supported through crowdfunding.

David Davidar. IANS
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Travel could be on 
your mind. You’re probably excited about a 
forthcoming vacation. You might need to fi-
nalize some arrangements today but find it 

difficult to reach people you need to speak to. This is 
frustrating, Aries, but it shouldn’t lessen your enthusi-
asm. Keep trying. You’ll eventually reach the appropri-
ate person and finish whatever you’re trying to accom-
plish. Hang in there.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Today you 
might need to execute some paperwork re-
garding money, Taurus. Bills might need to 
be paid, deposits made, or checks collected. 

Minor incidents could interrupt you, causing some 
frustration. Communication of all kinds, including 
those with people close to you, might go awry during 
the day. It doesn’t change the positive turn your life is 
taking. Keep at it.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Today you might 
be feeling particularly warm and loving to-
ward a romantic partner, and the feeling is 
likely reciprocated. You could have trouble 

reaching each other to make arrangements to meet, 
Gemini. Phone messages may not be received, or per-
haps the person has something important to do. Even-
tually the two of you will speak, even if you aren’t able 
to do what you want before tomorrow.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Ideas for cre-
ative, artistic, or service-oriented work 
might be coming thick and fast, although 
you could be torn between different possi-

bilities, Cancer. All your ideas seem workable, yet you 
feel you should settle on one for the moment. It might 
be a good idea to ask the advice of others. Even if you 
don’t do exactly what they suggest, the advice might 
show you new options. Hang in there.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Your enthusiasm 
for group activities and social events is high, 
Leo. You might want to discuss your ideas 
with others. However, you could have trou-

ble reaching people you need to speak with. This can 
be frustrating, but your enthusiasm isn’t likely to flag 
because of it. Keep trying. Eventually you’ll accomplish 
your goal. Whatever you plan today is likely to be grati-
fying even if the process is difficult.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You might be ex-
pecting some visitors to your home, Virgo, 
and looking forward to it. However, your plans 
could be frustrated in some way through mis-

communication, undelivered messages, delays due 
to traffic, or other obstacles. Don’t let this dim your 
enthusiasm. Whatever you’re trying to do will eventu-
ally come to fruition in spite of temporary frustrations. 
Don’t give up. Enjoy your evening.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Today you might 
feel a powerful need to write down your 
thoughts, Libra, but they could prove a bit 
too amorphous for you to put into words. 

You might also have difficulty making contact with 
friends or loved ones. You may keep missing each oth-
er. Getting around in neighborhood traffic could prove 
frustrating. In spite of small irritations, this should be 
an enjoyable day. Hang in there.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): A small fi-
nancial windfall might have you in a bit of 
a quandary about how to spend it, Scorpio. 
You could have a bill you particularly want to 

pay, but you might also want to treat yourself to a mi-
nor luxury of some kind. The best option now might be 
to indulge yourself a little. You’ve been working hard, 
and unless you’re behind on your bills, you deserve a 
little treat. Go for it.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Commu-
nication with those closest to you might prove 
difficult today, Sagittarius. You might end up 
playing endless phone tag. This can be a bit 

distressing, because you’re feeling especially warm and 
loving toward them right now. You might even worry 
that perhaps they’re angry and don’t want to talk to you. 
This isn’t the case. Keep trying. You’ll eventually reach 
them and receive the response you want.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Today you 
might work on an artistic project of some 
kind. You’ll put in a lot of effort, Capricorn, 
yet the results may not turn out to be exactly 

what you wanted. This could result in many revisions. 
Eventually, you’re going to have to stop. It’s possible to 
revise and correct too much. Whatever you’re working 
on, try to remain objective and not get too caught up in 
unrealistic expectations.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Although you 
should be feeling especially close to friends, 
lovers, and family, Aquarius, you might find it 
hard to communicate with them today. Per-

haps they have troubles they prefer to keep private and 
you’re confused, wondering if they’re upset with you. 
Chances are they aren’t. However, they probably need to 
work things out for themselves. Be patient. Try to under-
stand. They may share their problems with you tomorrow.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): A desire to do 
some redecorating, perhaps in anticipa-
tion of hosting a social event, might prove 
frustrating today. You probably have some 

definite ideas, Pisces, but can’t find the materials you 
need to produce the results you want. Whatever you’re 
planning, it might be a good idea to phone around in 
advance and see what resources are available. It could 
save you some frustration.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

I
f not for the public’s generosity, the iconic 
Statue of Liberty might not have the solid 
and impressive footing she does today. In 
the late 1800s, government funds for the 

monument were exhausted. Yet through a fun-
draising campaign, the New York World news-
paper garnered support from over 160,000 resi-
dents to cover the pedestal costs.

Just as large monuments need solid bases 
to ensure their long-term existence, so too does 
the environment. In the case of nature conser-
vation, it requires money to support diverse 
research projects, on-ground activities, and 
outreach aimed at protecting and managing 
species and habitats.

While the health of the environment con-
tinues to decline globally, in most regions gov-
ernment funding falls short of what is required 
to stem the losses. Crowdfunding plays an im-
portant and under-appreciated role for biodi-
versity conservation.

Our new research presents a global analy-
sis of how crowdfunding, still a relatively novel 
and minor financial mechanism in the conser-
vation community, is contributing to conserva-
tion around the world.

Show me the money. What’s being  
funded and why?
Crowdfunding offers a powerful mechanism 
for mobilising resources for conservation 
across borders. We recorded 577 conserva-
tion-oriented projects (from 72 crowdfunding 
platforms), which have raised around US$4.8 
million since 2009. The people leading these 
projects were based in 38 countries, but projects 
took place across 80 countries.

This pattern has important implications 
for conservation, because there is often a mis-
match between high-priority areas for global 
conservation and countries with the greatest 
financial and technical capacity. For instance, 
we discovered that a third of the projects were 
delivered in different countries to where their 
proponents were based. The USA, UK and 

Australia were the countries with the highest 
outflow of projects (“project exporters”). In-
donesia, South Africa, Costa Rica and Mexico 
had the highest inflow (“project importers”).

Crowdfunding could be supporting conser-
vation work of actors that do not have as much 
capacity for raising funds.

The people leading projects were primarily 
from non-governmental organisations (35%) 
or universities (30%), or were freelancers 
(26%). Importantly, among non-governmental 
organisations, we discovered organisations op-
erating at sub-national levels proposed a ma-
jority of projects.

Additionally, crowdfunding for conserva-
tion is not all about research. While most of  
the projects we reviewed focused on research 
(40%), many tackled raising awareness of  
conservation-related issues (31%) or boots-on-
the-ground activities (21%). This expands the 
sphere of anecdotal evidence and commentary 
about crowdfunding related to conservation, 
which has so far revolved around research. For 
the first time, we’ve systematically unpacked 
how these funds are being used for additional 
activities to support conservation.

Crowdfunding can also support innova-
tive projects that traditional funding agencies 
deem too risky or unconventional. For exam-
ple, one project supported buying and training 
two Maremma sheepdogs to protect penguins 
against predatory foxes in southeastern Aus-
tralia. (That might sound familiar to those 
who’ve seen the movie Oddball.)

Such opportunities for innovation can 
have important consequences for conservation 
worldwide; crowdfunding could be considered 
an incubator for novel ideas before widespread 
dissemination.

More than half of the projects we record-
ed (around 58%) largely focused on species. 
These included a disproportionate number of  
threatened bird and mammal species.

Prominent projects to save orange-bellied 
parrots or Papua New Guinea’s endangered 
tree kangaroos are important success stories.

This is not to underplay crowdfunding’s 
importance for ecosystems – whether land-
based (20%), marine (9%) or freshwater (4%). 
Crowfunding is supporting projects ranging 
from protection of wilderness areas in remote 
Tasmania to research informing the conserva-
tion of the Californian coast.

Crowdfunding benefits extend  
beyond dollars and cents

E
ver wondered why so many books 
that seem of little value and are never 
sold or reviewed get published in the 
first place? That’s because most pub-

lishers worldwide follow the old 80-20 rule, in 
which just about 20 per cent of the books pay 
for the 80 per cent that fail.

But ascertaining which 20 per cent of the 
books will succeed is “an inexact science”. 
Thus many of them are published only in the 
hope that a few may do well.

When seasoned publisher David Davidar, 
who was hired by the legendary Peter Mayer as 
one of the founder-members of Penguin India 
in 1985, floated Aleph Book Company in 2011, 
it was this model that he wanted to disrupt -- 
and seven years down the line, he seems to have 
done it successfully.

“We wanted to change that model and have 
60-70 percent (if  not more) of our list work re-
ally well, so that we were able to cut down the 
business risk while underlining Aleph’s com-
mitment to quality,” Davidar told IANS in an 
interview.

And so when the foundation of Aleph 
was laid in partnership with Rupa Publica-
tions, Davidar stated the firm’s mission -- that 
he wanted to publish “the best literary books” 
by Indian (and other South Asian) writers from 
anywhere in the world.

Rupa agreed with his plan to publish an 
exclusive list that would focus on quality over 
quantity, even though it was quite contrary to 
its own model.

But what exactly did his Mission Statement 
mean? It seemed no different from what scores 
of publishers around the world claim --their 
lists have at least “a couple of first-rate literary 
books” by authors who are Indian or of Indian 
origin.

“What they don’t do is have their entire list 
devoted to books of the highest literary quality 
about this part of the world and this is the niche 
we wanted to occupy. This is rare in India as 
well. So we figured this was an opportunity that 
was ripe for the plucking.

“We would find the best books about India 
and South Asia and work with their creators 
to infuse them with a uniformly high degree 
of nuance, excellence, polish and originality. A 
number of our books are examples of extreme-
ly fine writing about very Indian subjects, and 
are often the first books on whatever it is they 
are about. It is this that has helped us make a 
mark,” Davidar said.

Some of Aleph’s most recent books win-
ning critical acclaim include: “Reshaping Art” 
by T.M. Krishna; “Why I am a Hindu” by 
Shashi Tharoor; “Indian Culture As Heritage” 
by Romila Thapar; “The Sensational Life And 
Death Of Qandeel Baloch” by Sanam Maher; 
and “Daughters of the Sun” by Ira Mukhoty.

A “fair number” of Aleph’s books have also 
been reprinted.

“I believe that of all the trade books pub-
lished in India in English every year, even if  
one were being generous, there are probably 
no more than a couple of hundred books (I am 
talking here only of the literary end of things) 
that are any good. I’d like a high percentage of  

these books to be Aleph books. We want read-
ers to take the Aleph colophon to be a badge of  
high literary quality. If  we manage to achieve 
that, readers will support our books for a very 
long time,” he said.

He said Aleph was determined “never to 
publish more than 40-50 new books a year”, 
and “to ensure that every single book was the 
best it could possibly be”.

“In order to make books of very high qual-
ity you can’t rush things. We start off by work-
ing with only the very best writers -- established 
or new. We turn down over 90 per cent of the 
manuscripts and proposals submitted to us. So, 
right from the start, we are extremely picky. We 
then work hard with our authors on every as-
pect of the books -- and this pays.”

He said it is very exciting to be a publisher in 
India, especially for the trade market, as there 
are many, many subject areas, even core areas 
like popular history, biography and culture that 
have not been addressed with “any degree of  
competence”.

“In a way, this is not surprising as large-
scale trade publishing in English in India is less 
than 50 years old. So the market hasn’t reached 
its saturation point as other markets have. As a 
consequence, there is a lot of opportunity for 
writers and publishers who are enterprising and 
strategic. We assess the opportunities available 
very carefully and commission over 95 per cent 
of our books to fit specific gaps we see in the 
market.”

Asked about the journey on the business 
front, Davidar said it has been steady and is 
“delighted to say that we are now a profitable 

business”.
Tharoor’s “An Era of Darkness” -- over 

100,000 copies in hardcover sold -- is among 
their key successes.

A “man of books” for most of his life, Dav-
idar -- Aleph’s Managing Director and Publish-
er -- has published several of the country’s fin-
est writers, including Vikram Seth, Arundhati 
Roy, Kiran Desai, Khushwant Singh, Ruskin 
Bond, R.K. Narayan, Amitav Ghosh and Jeet 

Thayil.
He has also authored three novels: “The 

House of Blue Mangoes” (2002), published 
in 16 countries that became a bestseller in six 
of them; “The Solitude of Emperors” (2007), 
shortlisted for the Commonwealth Writers’ 
Prize; and “Ithaca” (2011).

(Saket Suman can be contacted at 
saket.s@ians.in)

Crowdfunded Campaigns are Conserving the Earth’s Environment

Quality Over Quantity: How a ‘Man of Books’ is 
Changing Publishing’s 80-20 Rule

“Tarkine in motion” is a project for producing an awareness raising 
documentary about a threatened forest region in Tasmanis, Australia. 
(Photo: Rob Blackers)

“From poacher to protector” is an initiative for conserving marine 
turtles through the engagement of local communities on Maio Island, 
Cape Verde (Photo: Fundacao Maio Biodiversidade)

“LIMPETS” involves an effort to analyse citizen science data from rocky 
intertidal habitats for informing management in California, USA. (Photo: 
Monika Krach)

“Discovering Papua New Guinea’s mountain mammals” is a study to 
improve understanding of mammal species occurrence and abundance 
in the Torricelli Mountains, Papua New Guinea. (Photo: Euan Ritchie and 
Jim Thomas)

The amount of money for conservation via 
crowdfunding has so far been relatively mod-
est compared to more traditional conservation 
finance mechanisms. However, the benefits of  
crowdfunding extend well beyond dollars and 
cents. Crowdfunding helps communicate en-
vironmental issues and empower researchers 
and communities.

The figure below shows the reach of a sin-
gle tweet during the Big Roo Count campaign. 

It shows how conservation-related messages 
can spread widely and engage communities 
via social media.

Crowdfunding is an exciting new tool in 
the conservation toolbox. But, ultimately, 
traditional funding sources, like government 
agencies, still have a major role and duty to 
invest adequately in environmental protec-
tion and nature conservation. Considering 
the current extinction crisis, governments 

must avoid further outsourcing of  such re-
sponsibilities.

The discussion over novel sources and 
recipients of conservation funding continues. 
At the same time, transparency and oversight 
remain critical for managing expectations and 
overall effectiveness of funding. Crowdfund-
ing contributes one more building block to de-
mocratising conservation funding and increas-
ing transparency.
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NDA will win under Modi’s leadership; ‘none’ 
has accepted Rahul as leader — Paswan 

Ceasefire, dialogue offer opportunity to 
save J-K from bloodshed — Mehbooba 

Navy evacuates 38 stranded 
Indians from Yemen 

DMK chief M Karunanidhi turns 95, leaders greet him 

As farmers’ protest enters 
Day 3, vegetable prices soar

Flight carrying Sushma Swaraj goes 
incommunicado for 14 minutes

Kathua case: 14-year-old application 
from father may haunt juvenile son now 

Police term Purulia death suicide, BJP strike hits life India successfully 
test-fires nuclear 
capable Agni-5 

PTI

Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti addresses a 
party worker’s rally, in Srinagar, on Sunday, June 3, 2018.

PTI

Vegetables lie scattered on a road as farmer’s protest enters third day, in Hisar, on Sunday, June 3, 2018.

PTI

DMK Supremo M Karunanidhi meets his party workers on his 95th birthday outside his residence, in 
Chennai on Sunday, June 3, 2018. 

Ram Vilas Paswan

Ranchi, June 3 (PTI):  
Hailing the “strong lead-
ership” of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, Union 
Minister Ram Vilas Pas-
wan has said the NDA will 
win the 2019 Lok Sabha 
polls with a “thumping 
majority” as he termed 
the opposition unity in 
the recent bypolls as 
“short-lived”.

Stating that the oppo-
sition was in the “weakest 
position” on the leader-
ship issue, Paswan said 
he wondered if anyone 
would accept the leader-
ship of Congress Presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi.

“The leadership is-
sue in the NDA is crystal 
clear and it would fight 
the 2019 general elections 
under the strong leader-
ship of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi,” he told 
PTI-Bhasha.

The unity or adjust-
ment for one or two seats 
was easy, but it’s difficult 
for political parties to 
accomodate their ranks 
and leaders for an entire 
state or the country, he 
said on the recent bypoll 
victories of the unified 
opposition.

The opposition unity 
in the by-elections will be 

short-lived, he asserted. 
Pa s w a n’s  re m a rk s 

come days after he urged 
the NDA leaders to desist 
from making off-the-cuff 
remarks and be “more 
tactful” during elections, 
in the wake of the par-
ty’s poor showing in the 
March bypolls in Uttar 
Pradesh and Bihar.

Paswan, who heads 
the Lok Janshakti Party 
(LJP), a BJP ally in the 
NDA, had also expressed 
concern over some lead-
ers of the ruling coalition 
at the Centre occasion-
ally making remarks that 
created an impression of 
the alliance being against 
certain sections of the 
society.

Questioning the lead-
ership of Rahul Gandhi, 
Paswan asked: “Who will 
be their leader? Rahul 
Gandhi ko kya koi neta 
manta hai (Does anyone 
accept Rahul Gandhi as a 
leader)?” 

Paswan said he fore-
saw problems of seat ad-
justments amongst the 
opposition parties during 
the 2019 Lok Sabha elec-
tions.

“In this situation, if the 
opposition wants to go 
ahead for a pre-poll alli-
ance in 2019, what will be 
its shape? Which party will 
get what share? Will the 
SP be ready to accommo-
date the BSP on 40 parlia-
mentary seats? If so, what 

share will the Congress 
and the Rashtriya Lok Dal 
(RLD) of Ajit Singh get?” 
he asked.

These are the big 
questions that the op-
position needs to answer 
before it reaches a real 
unity, Paswan said.

He recalled that in UP 
during the last year’s As-
sembly elections, the BSP 
fought all seats and the SP 
contested all seats in alli-
ance with the Congress, 
while the RLD fought 
separately for most of 
the Assembly seats in the 
western UP.

Similarly, in the 2014 
Lok Sabha elections, all 
major parties -- the BJP, 
the Congress, the SP and 
the BSP -- fought elec-
tions for all the 80 con-
stituencies. While the BJP 
with its allies won a total 
of 73 seats, the SP won 
five and the Congress 
could win only two seats 
in Amethi and Raebareli, 
he added.

“If the big political 
parties relinquish their 
traditional seats for their 
alliance partners, what 
the reaction of the party 
workers in those constitu-
encies would be simply 
unimaginable,” he said.

He sought to ask the 
Congress if it would ac-
cept the leadership of a re-
gional party like Akhilesh 
Yadav of the Samajwadi 
Party or Mayawati of the 
BSP or Mamata Bannerji 
of the TMC in case the 
joint opposition did not 
accept Rahul Gandhi’s 
leadership.

He said: “I want a 
strong opposition to be 
in place for our democ-
racy to be strong. But, 
unfortunately the talk of 
the opposition unity is a 
farce as during the elec-
tions there is bound to be 
a big fight among all the 
parties on the issue of seat 
distribution.” 

The union minister 
said he had already made 
it clear that as of now 
there is no vacancy for 
the post of prime min-
ister in the country be-
cause NDA would win 
the 2019 parliamentary 
elections with a thump-
ing majority.

Paswan and Mansukh 
L Mandaviya, Minister of 
State in the Ministry of 
Road Transport and High-
ways, were here on Friday 
to highlight the four years 
of achievements of the 
NDA government.

Srinagar, June 3 (PTI): 
Asking the separatists to 
come forward for talks 
and save the state from 
“bloodshed”, Jammu and 
Kashmir chief minister 
Mehbooba Mufti today 
termed the unilateral 
ceasefire and the offer of 
dialogue by the Centre as 
an opportunity that does 
not come every day.

The people of Kash-
mir and the leadership 
here have to decide on 
the opportunity provided 
by the Centre in terms of 
unilateral ceasefire, which 
stopped the bloodshed 
here, and then the readi-
ness for dialogue, how 
we benefit from it, Meh-
booba said addressing a 
convention of her Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP). 

Mehbooba said the 
ceasefire and talks offer 
an opportunity to the sep-
aratists to stop bloodshed 
in Jammu and Kashmir.

While the Centre an-
nounced unilateral cease-
fire for the holy month of 
Ramadhan, Union Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh 
recently said the Centre 
was ready to talk to sepa-
ratists in the valley if they 

are willing for a dialogue.
The chief minister said 

while she cannot force the 
separatists, they have to 
think on giving the youth 
in Kashmir a way out from 
the stone and gun culture.

Putting the onus on 
the separatists, Mehboo-
ba said the mainstream 
parties in the state gave 
them an opportunity by 
providing an atmosphere 
for talks and now it was 
up to the separatists to 
take advantage of the op-
portunity.

They (Centre) are say-
ing come and talk to us. 
I think if J&K has to be 
taken out of this morass 
and difficult time, then 
all be it mainstream par-
ties or separatists have 
to come forward and use 
this opportunity. Such 
an opportunity does not 
come every day, she said, 
adding I request all the 
leaders (separatists) you 
are very tall leaders - but 
right now use this oppor-
tunity of talks to save J&K. 
Come forward and talk .

She said the eyes of the 
whole country were on 
Kashmir and if the people 
here lose this opportunity, 

then no one will support 
or advocate for them to-
morrow.

The increase in the 
number of youth picking 
up guns will increase the 
presence of army, CRPF 
and the police here. The 
more the situation im-
proves, the more we can 
tell Army, CRPF or police 
that your role is over and 
you reduce your foot-
prints, she said.

Referring to the spate 
of grenade attacks over 
the last few days, Meh-
booba said gun or gre-
nade attacks achieve 
nothing.

Despite the unilateral 
ceasefire, there are gre-
nade attacks. They do not 
see that civilians are get-
ting killed, they do not 
see that army or CRPF 
jawans have come from 
far-flung areas for their 
bread and butter, what 
will this achieve? 

T h e re  h a v e  b e e n 
thousands of grenade at-
tacks till now, thousands 
have picked up guns and 
become militants, but 
what has been achieved? 
We have achieved Srina-
gar-Muzaffarabad road, 
Poonch-Rawalkote road 
and if the situation im-
proves, I promise you 
that we will re-open more 
such routes, she said.

The chief minister also 
batted for talks between 
India and Pakistan and 
condemned the ceasefire 
violations on the border.

Till both the countries 
come closer, situation will 
not improve. J&K bears 
the maximum impact of 
the relationship between 
India and Pakistan. So, 
our party’s agenda is that 
they should talk to each 
other, she said.

New Delhi, June 3 (IANS): The Indian 
Navy on Sunday evacuated 38 stranded 
Indians from Socotra island in Yemen 
where they got stuck after a cyclone hit 
the area 10 days ago, forcing India to 
launch an operation to rescue them. All 
are reported to be safe.

The Navy evacuated the Indians as 
part of operation ‘NISTAR’ carried out 
off the coast of Socotra early on Sunday 
and embarked them at Indian Naval ship 
INS Sunayna to bring them back to India, 
a Navy spokesperson said.

“INS Sunayna pressed into action to 
evacuate the 38 Indian nationals from 
Socotra. The evacuated Indians were ... 
immediately provided with medical care, 
food, water and telephone facilities to 
call and reassure their families. All have 
been reported to be safe. Post evacu-
ation, the ship would be proceeding 
towards Porbandar,” he said.

Severe cyclonic storm Mekenu 
crossed the Yemeni Island of Socotra on 
May 24, leaving 38 Indians stranded on 
the island with limited food and water.

The Navy deployed INS Sunayna in 
Western Arabian Sea for the humani-
tarian and disaster relief operation just 
after it received a distress call from the 
Directorate General of Shipping and the 
Indian Sailing Vessels Association.

“We got information that three In-
dian Dhows -- a lateen rigged ship with 
one or two masts -- at Socotra suffered 
damages and sank alongside in the har-
bour after the cyclone hit the area,” said 
the official.

“As we got the inputs about another 
Dhow, MSV Safina Al Khijar, with 12 In-
dians on board missing, the Indian Navy 
undertook two aerial sorties on May 27 
and 28 to search for the missing Indians,” 
he added.

Chennai/Bengaluru, June 
3 (PTI): DMK president 
M Karunanidhi turned 95 
today with a host of lead-
ers from various political 
parties, including Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
former prime minister H D 
Deve Gowda and Congress 
president Rahul Gandhi, 
extending their greetings 
to him.

The veteran politician’s 
Gopalapuram residence in 
Chennai was decked with 
flowers as scores of party 
workers started gathering 
there since last night. They 
also cut a cake to mark the 
occasion.

Sweets were distribut-
ed among the DMK work-
ers and a host of events, 
including blood donation 

camps, were organised by 
the party at various places 
in Tamil Nadu.

Karunanidhi’s son, 
DMK working president 
M K Stalin, and former Un-
ion minister A Raja were 
among those who met him 
earlier in the day.

A smiling Karunanidhi 
made a brief appearance 
at the balcony of his house 
and waved at the crowd.

The DMK supporters, 
who had gathered outside 
his residence, raised slo-
gans, hailing him.

Besides Modi, Deve 
Gowda and Rahul Gandhi, 
West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee 
also greeted the Dravidian 
leader on the occasion.

Deve Gowda, in a let-

ter to the DMK president 
from Bengaluru, said he 
prayed that the almighty 
blessed Karunanidhi with 
good health and a long 
life “to continue serving 
the nation with a renewed 
zeal and dedication by his 
tremendous experience 
and wisdom in putting the 
country’s interest above 
everything”.

Rahul Gandhi also ex-
tended his greetings on 
Twitter, saying, “I would 
like to wish Shri Karuna-
nidhi ji a very happy birth-
day! I pray for his good 
health and happiness, al-
ways.” 

He has not lost a single 
election he has contested 
in his six-decades-long 
career.

Bhopal, June 3 (IANS): A 
10-day nationwide protest 
called by farmer outfits en-
tered its third day on Sun-
day in Madhya Pradesh, 
affecting vegetable and 
milk supply which in turn 
increased the vegetable 
prices.

There were no reports 
of violence during the 
“Gaon Bandh” (rural shut-
down) which the farmers 
started on Friday demand-
ing loan waiver, higher 

prices for their produce 
and immediate implemen-
tation of the Swaminathan 
Commission report on 
farming.

Vegetables were sold at 
some places under police 
protection.

Aam Kisan Union chief 
Kedar Sirohi told IANS: 
“The farmers are support-
ing the agitation in a big 
way because of which the 
supplies are not reaching 
the cities (from villages). 

The government is trying 
to break the protest but has 
failed.”

The protest was called 
ahead of the first anniver-
sary of the death of several 
farmers in police firing in 
the state’s Mandsaur (on 
June 6, 2017).

On Wednesday, a cer-
emony will be organised 
to pay tribute to the Mand-
saur victims which will 
be attended by Congress 
President Rahul Gandhi.

Balasore (Odisha), June 
3 (PTI): India today suc-
cessfully test-fired its in-
digenously developed 
nuclear-capable Long 
Range Ballistic Missile 
Agni-5, which has a strike 
range of 5,000 km, off the 
Odisha coast.

The surface-to-sur-
face missile was launched 
with the help of a mobile 
launcher from launch 
pad-4 of the Integrated 
Test Range (ITR) at Dr 
Abdul Kalam Island in the 
Bay of Bengal at 9.48 am, 
defence sources said.

Unlike other missiles 
of the series, Agni-5 is the 
most advanced with new 
technologies in terms of 
navigation and guidance, 
warhead and engine, said 
a Defence Research and 
Development Organisa-
tion (DRDO) official.

The ships located in 
mid-range and at the tar-
get point, tracked the 
vehicle and witnessed 
the final event. All the ra-
dars and electro-optical 
systems along the path 
monitored all parameters 
of the missile and dis-
played in real time, they 
added.

At present, India has 
in its armoury the Agni 
series -- Agni-1 with 700 
km range, Agni-2 with 
2,000 km range, Agni-3 
and Agni-4 with 2,500 
km to more than 3,500 
km range.

Kolkata, June 3 (IANS): The man 
found hanging from an electricity 
tower in West Bengal’s Purulia had 
committed suicide as per the post-
mortem examination, police said 
on Sunday while as life was hit in the 
district by the 12-hour strike called by 
the BJP to protest alleged murder of 
its party workers.

“The body of Dulal Kumar was 
found hanging from a high-tension 
tower in Dabha village on yesterday 
(Saturday).... a case of unnatural 
death was recorded and post mortem 
was done,” said newly-appointed Pu-
rulia Superintendent of Police Akash 
Magharia said.

“As per the post-mortem report, 
we have come to know about the 
cause of death. The doctors have 
clearly written that the death has 
occurred due to asphyxia due to 
hanging, ante-mortem and suicidal 
in nature,” he told reporters.

The party had called the 12-hour 
Purulia strike after two of its party 
workers were allegedly murdered 
within a span of three days.

“Trinamool, miscreants, mafia 
and police -- all have become one. 
It is just the local people who are 
against them. Lot of people who were 
Maoists earlier are now working for 
Trinamool,” said BJP leader Sayantan 

Basu. Claiming that the deceased was 
a prominent party worker, the BJP 
blamed the Trinamool and sought a 
Central Bureau of Investigation probe 
into it.  .

Trinamool’ Secretary General 
Partha Chatterjee said: “BJP leaders 
have been making false allegation 
against us and post-mortem report 
of Kumar proved that.” The twin kill-
ings have led to tension in Purulia. 
The BJP also demanded imposition 
of President’s rule in the state, as 
party chief Amit Shah alleged that 
the Mamata Banerjee government 
had completely failed to maintain 
law and order.

New Delhi, June 3 (PTI): 
A VIP Embraer aircraft 
carrying External Affairs 
Minister Sushma Swaraj to 
South Africa had gone in-
communicado for 14 min-
utes, triggering a mid-air 
scare after the Mauritius 
Air Traffic Control pressed 
the panic button, an of-
ficial statement said today.

Contact could not be 
established with the In-
dian Air Force flight IFC 
31 after it left Male ATC for 
Mauritius airspace yester-
day, the Airports Author-
ity of India (AAI) said in a 
statement.

But instead of the wait-
ing for the mandatory 30 
minutes, the uncertain-
ty phase was activated, 
known as INCERFA in 
aviation parlance, it said.

“Mauritius ATC ac-
tivated the uncertainty 
phase without allowing 
the stipulated time pe-
riod of 30 minutes to lapse 
from the time when the 
aircraft last contacted ATC. 
This was perhaps done 
because the flight was car-
rying a VIP,” the AAI said.

Since the Embraer-135 
aircraft, carrying the min-
ister, does not have a long 

range, it had stopovers at 
Thiruvananthapuram and 
Mauritius for refuelling.

The flight had left for 
Mauritius from Thiru-
vananthapuram at 2.08 
pm. After it left the Indian 
airspace, it was handed 
over to the Male ATC 
which established contact 
with the flight at 4.44 pm 
IST.

Soon after it was hand-
ed over to the Mauritius 
ATC, the incident unfolded 
leading to panic. However, 
everyone heaved a sigh 
of relief when the aircraft 
came in contact with the 
ATC there at 4.58 pm, the 
AAI said. Swaraj is in South 
Africa to attend the BRICS 
and IBSA meets -- the two 
major groups where India 
has been playing a major 
role. She will also meet 
the top leadership of the 
country.

An official conversant 
with the ATC issues over 
the Indian Ocean region 
told PTI, the problem in 
contacting the flight could 
have arisen due to weak 
radar coverage as flights 
have to rely on VHF com-
munication, which have 
their own set of issues. 

Jammu/Srinagar, June 3 
(PTI): An application filed 
by a father 14 years ago 
to register the birth of his 
three children is the cen-
trepiece of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Police’s plea that 
the juvenile accused in 
the rape and murder of an 
eight-year-old in Kathua be 
tried as an adult and not a 
minor.

The Crime Branch of 
the state police, which has 
contested the trial court’s 
decision to treat the ju-
venile’ as a minor has an-
nexed the application in its 
petition before the Jammu 
and Kashmir High Court, 
officials said.

The report of a medical 
board of experts, which 
determines the age of the 
juvenile, one of the eight 
accused in the case, as not 

less than 19 and not more 
than 23, has also been at-
tached. The court will hear 
the matter on June 6.

According to the peti-
tion, the application filed 
by the father in the tehsil-
dar’s office in Hiranagar in 
Jammu province on April 
15, 2004 makes for “inter-
esting” reading and has 
“imaginary” entries.

The father has asked 
for a birth certificate for his 
eldest, a boy, whose date of 
birth is stated as November 
23, 1997, his daughter, said 
to be born on February 21, 
1998, and the youngest, the 
Kathua accused, on Octo-
ber 23, 2002, it says.

A “perusal” of the date 
of birth of the two elder 
children reveals a differ-
ence of two months and 28 
days, “which by any medi-

cal standard is impossible”, 
it states.

While no place of birth 
has been mentioned for 
the older two, the juve-
nile is said to be born in a 
Hiranagar hospital. But a 
subsequent investigation 
to test out the veracity of 
that statement did not bear 
that out, officials said.

 However, the block 
medical officer categorical-
ly stated after verifying the 
records in the hospital that 
no delivery in the name of 
the juvenile’s mother had 
taken place on October 23, 
2002, the affidavit says.

All the documents have 
been attached with the 
petition.

The affidavit also has 
findings of the medical 
board which was constitut-
ed after the Crime Branch 

found inconsistencies in 
the age of the juvenile, who 
remains unnamed because 
of his minor status and 
whose case is being heard 
by the Juvenile Board in 
Kathua. The other seven 
accused are being tried in a 
court in Pathankot, Punjab, 
following a Supreme Court 
order shifting the hearing.

The affidavit says the 
case had attracted the at-
tention of public at large at 
national and international 
level in view of the age of 
the victim.

Not doing so would be 
a “travesty of justice”, it 
says, “where it is estab-
lished from initial to the 
subsequent investigations 
that the respondent has 
played a leading role in the 
kidnapping, gang rape and 
murder of the victim”.
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News IN BrIef
Gunmen kill 15 in Nigeria
Lagos, June 3 (IANS): Nigerian Police said at least 15 
people have been killed when unknown gunmen attacked 
a village in Nigeria’s Zamfara state. Police spokesperson 
Muhammad Shehu, told reporters in Gusau, the state 
capital, that the gunmen killed the people in Zakuna 
village, Xinhua news agency reported. The gunmen 
invaded Zakuna in the early hours of Friday and stole 
cows belonging to villagers, the official said on Saturday, 
adding that no arrest had been made. He told reporters 
that investigation into the matter had commenced. 

10 killed in Mexico accident
Mexico City, June 3 (IANS): At least 10 people have 
been killed when a cargo truck slammed into a bus in 
Mexico’s Tlaxcala state. The accident, which left another 
11 people injured, occurred on Saturday, Xinhua news 
agency reported. The cargo truck reportedly had brake 
failure and rammed into the bus, killing eight passengers 
on site, the police told Xinhua. Two other victims died on 
the way to hospital. The truck was carrying construction 
materials, and the impact of the crash sent both vehicles 
off the highway. The injured were taken to a hospital in 
Texcoco, police said.

Syria’s Assad to meet Kim in 
North Korea — KCNA
Seoul, Jun 3 (PTI/AFP): Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad said he plans to visit North Korea’s leader Kim 
Jong Un, Pyongyang’s state media reported today, 
potentially becoming the first head of  state to meet 
Kim inside the isolated country.  “I am going to visit 
the DPRK and meet... Kim Jong Un,” Assad said, the 
North’s state-run KCNA news agency reported, using 
the abbreviated version of the country’s official name. 
The announcement came as anticipation mounts for a 
historic nuclear summit between Kim and US President 
Donald Trump in Singapore on June 12, following a 
whirlwind round of diplomacy.

Death toll in Oman, Yemen from 
Cyclone Mekunu rises to 30
Dubai, June 3 (PTI/AP): Authorities say Cyclone 
Mekunu killed at least 30 people when it barreled 
across Oman and Yemen last month. The International 
Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
said in a statement that the majority of  the fatalities 
happened on the Yemeni island of  Socotra, where 
20 were killed. The federation said in a statement 
Thursday another four were killed in Yemen’s al-
Mahrah governorate, which borders Oman. In Oman, 
authorities had previously said at least six people were 
killed by the storm. Cyclone Mekunu made landfall 
on the Arabian Peninsula early May 26, causing flash 
floods and other damage. It earlier hit Socotra in the 
Arabian Sea.

‘Frank’ trade discussions in 
Beijing — US commerce secretary
Beijing, June 3 (PTI): China today warned the US that 
trade negotiations would be void if it imposes tariffs on 
Chinese goods, as the latest round of talks organised 
to avert a trade war between the two largest economies 
of the world ended here. Chinese and US teams, led 
by Chinese Vice Premier Liu He and US Secretary 
of Commerce Wilbur Ross, held economic and trade 
consultations in Beijing, an official statement here 
carried by state-run Xinhua news agency said today. “To 
implement the consensus reached in Washington, the 
two sides have had good communication in various areas 
such as agriculture and energy, and have made positive 
and concrete progress while relevant details are yet to be 
confirmed by both sides,” the statement said.

Sri Lanka to raise minimum age 
for juvenile convictions
Colombo, June 3 (IANS): Sri Lanka will soon raise 
the minimum age for juvenile convictions from the 
existing eight-year-old to 12-year-old, authorities said 
on Sunday. According to Justice Ministry Secretary W. 
Adikari, children under 12 who were involved in criminal 
activities were not mature enough to realise the gravity 
of  their crimes, reports Xinhua news agency. Hence, 
the government believed there should be a more holistic 
approach in dealing with juvenile offenders, he said.

UK’s ‘jihadi jails’ remain empty 
over human rights fears
London, June 3 (PTI): Britain’s high-security prison 
units created to house the country’s most dangerous 
convicted terrorists, dubbed as “jihadi jails”, are going 
empty as the Prison Service fears being legally challenged 
on human rights grounds. Fewer than half  the jail 
cells created to hold Britain’s most dangerous Islamist 
terrorists are occupied, despite an unprecedented threat 
from Islamist extremists, according to The Sunday 
Times. 

Gaza City (Palestinian Ter-
ritories), June 3 (PTI/AFP): 
Israeli aircraft pounded 
over a dozen militant tar-
gets in Gaza, the army said 
today, after Palestinian 
projectile fire shattered a 
ceasefire reached just days 
ago after the worst flare-
up since a 2014 war.

The latest escalation 
came hours after thou-
sands of Palestinians at-
tended the funeral of a 
young female volunteer 
medic killed by Israeli fire 
in violence on the border 
in southern Gaza.

In a first wave of air 
strikes, Israeli “fighter jets 
targeted 10 terror sites in 
three military compounds 
belonging to the Hamas 
terror organisation in the 
Gaza Strip,” the army said 
in a statement early Sun-
day.

“Among the targets 
were two Hamas muni-
tion manufacturing and 
storage sites and a mili-
tary compound,” the army 
said.

The strikes were re-
taliation to rockets fired at 
Israel, as well as “various 
terror activities approved 
and orchestrated by the 
Hamas terror organisation 
over the weekend,” the 
army said.

The army listed a se-
ries of attempted attacks 
at soldiers on the border 
fence, as well as “damag-
ing security infrastructure 
and igniting fires in Israeli 
territory with the use of 

arson kites and balloons”.
A few hours later air-

craft shot at “five terror 
targets at a military com-
pound belonging to the 
Hamas terror organiza-
tion’s naval force in the 
northern Gaza Strip,” the 
army said in a separate 
statement.

There were no imme-
diate reports of casualties 
in Gaza.

On Saturday evening, 
militants in the Palestin-
ian enclave fired two pro-
jectiles at southern Israel, 
where air raid sirens sent 
residents to bomb shel-
ters.

The Iron Dome aerial 
defence system intercept-
ed one of the projectiles, 

while the other was be-
lieved to have fallen short 
of its target and hit within 
Gaza, according to the 
army.

Early Sunday, four 
more projectiles were sep-
arately launched at Israel. 
Three were intercepted, 
the army said, with the 
fourth apparently hitting 
an open field.

No group in Gaza 
claimed responsibility 
for the projectile attacks, 
which came shortly af-
ter the Saturday funeral 
of Razan al-Najjar, 21, a 
volunteer with the Gaza 
health ministry, who was 
fatally shot in the chest 
near Khan Yunis on Friday.

Ambulances and med-

ical crews attended the fu-
neral, with Najjar’s father 
holding the white blood-
stained medics’ jacket she 
wore when she was shot, 
as mourners called for 
revenge.

Gazans have since 
March 30 staged border 
protests demanding the 
return of Palestinians to 
land they fled or were ex-
pelled from during the 
1948 war surrounding Is-
rael’s creation, now inside 
the Jewish state.

The demonstrations 
have been accompanied 
by smaller clashes as 
youths hurl stones at Is-
raeli soldiers and attempt 
to breach the border fence, 
at times laying explosive 

devices on the fence or 
throwing grenades. 

Palestinians in the 
besieged coastal enclave 
have also been using kites 
carrying burning cans to 
set ablaze Israeli fields, 
torching extensive patches 
of agricultural land near 
Gaza.

Following the funer-
al, several Gazans were 
wounded in clashes east 
of Khan Yunis, health min-
istry spokesman Ashraf 
al-Qudra said.

The Israeli army said “a 
terror cell” had infiltrated 
from southern Gaza. Sol-
diers shot at the Palestin-
ians, who returned to the 
enclave.

The weekend launches 
were the first since Israel 
struck scores of militant 
sites in Gaza earlier this 
week in retaliation for a 
barrage of rockets and 
missiles fired from the 
territory.

Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu said af-
ter the strikes that Israel’s 
military had delivered the 
“harshest blow” in years to 
Gaza militants.

Palestinian Islamist 
groups in Gaza, including 
the strip’s rulers Hamas, 
said a ceasefire deal was 
reached after the flare-up, 
although there was no 
confirmation from Israel.

Addressing Najjar’s 
death, the UN envoy for 
the Middle East, Nickolay 
Mladenov, said in a Sat-
urday tweet that “Medi-

cal workers are #NotA-
Target!” and that “Israel 
needs to calibrate its use 
of force and Hamas need 
to prevent incidents at 
the fence.” The Palestin-
ian Medical Relief Soci-
ety said Najjar was shot 
“as she was attempting 
to provide first aid to an 
injured protester”, with 
three other first respond-
ers also hit by live fire on 
Friday.

“Shooting at medical 
personnel is a war crime 
under the Geneva conven-
tions,” the PMRC said in 
a statement, demanding 
“an immediate interna-
tional response to Israeli 
humanitarian law viola-
tions in Gaza”.

Najjar’s death brings 
the toll of Gazans killed by 
Israeli fire since the end of 
March to 123.

The demonstrations 
and violence peaked on 
May 14 when at least 61 
Palestinians were killed 
in clashes as tens of thou-
sands of Gazans protested 
the US transfer of its em-
bassy in Israel to the dis-
puted city of Jerusalem the 
same day.

Low-level demon-
strations have continued 
since.

Speaking at Najjar’s 
funeral, Khaled al-Batsh, 
one of the protest organ-
isers, called on Gazans 
to “continue the return 
marches and break the 
(Israeli) siege with peace-
ful tools”.

Washington, June 3 (IANS): 
Massive wildfires in the US 
states of California, Colo-
rado and New Mexico have 
torched thousands of acres 
and forced hundreds to 
evacuate their homes, the 
media reported.

A vegetation fire in La-
guna Beach, California, 
about 50 miles south of 
Los Angeles, has torched 
about 250 acres. More than 
400 firefighters were fight-
ing the blaze, according 
to the Orange County Fire 
Authority. 

There was zero percent 
containment as of Satur-
day night, reports CNN.

No injuries or dam-
aged structures have been 
reported in the blaze, 
dubbed the Aliso Fire, but 
evacuations are underway 
in Laguna Beach neigh-
bourhoods, where about 
2,000 residents had been 
evacuated by Saturday. 

A blaze known as the 

416 Fire in Colorado’s La 
Plata county has burned 
1,100 acres, US Forest 
Service spokesman Jim 
Mackensen told CNN on 
Saturday.

The fire, about 15 miles 
outside the town of Duran-
go, was also zero per cent 
contained and has forced 
the evacuations of 1,500 
residents, Mackensen said. 
No structures have been 
destroyed.

Grass, brush and tim-
ber continued to fuel the 
fire Saturday morning.

A massive fire in Colfax 
county, New Mexico, grew 
to 30,000 acres by Saturday 
night, according to the US 
Forest Service. 

More than 500 person-
nel were battling the fire. 

A mandatory evacu-
ation order was in place 
for the town of Cimarron, 
where 296 structures were 
threatened by the blaze, 
called the Ute Park Fire.

London, June 3 (PTI): The UK govern-
ment today warned of at least two more 
years of severe terrorism threat to the 
country as it prepares to unveil tougher 
new measures to monitor terror suspects.

UK Home Secretary Sajid Javid is set 
to announce a range of steps aimed at 
strengthening the powers available to 
security agencies to prevent attacks, from 
Islamist as well as extreme right-wing ter-
ror groups.

“In summary, we expect the threat 
from Islamist terrorism to remain at its 
current, heightened level for at least the 
next two years, and that it may increase 
further,” the UK Home Office said ahead 
of the announcement on Monday.

“We assess the threat from extreme 
right-wing terrorism is growing. Globally, 
terrorist groups and networks of all ide-
ologies continue to develop organically, 
exploiting social media, technology and 
science to further their aims and ambi-
tions, it added.

As part of the new package of counter-
terrorism measures, British terror sus-
pects will be monitored more closely and 
convicted terrorists given longer prison 
sentences. 

Technology companies will be called 
on to do more to tackle extremist content 
posted online, while new powers will be 
introduced to fast-track terror suspects 
to jail before they have finalised any plans 
for an attack.

Javid is also expected to announce a 
new approach to targeting the growing 
threat of right-wing extremism.

His keynote speech follows a review 

of the UK’s counter-terrorism strategy, 
known as Contest, and coincides with the 
anniversary of the Islamic State claimed 
vehicle and knife attack in London Bridge 
and Borough Market areas of the British 
capital on June 3 last year. 

The attack involved three attackers 
led by Pakistani-origin terror suspect 
Khuram Butt going on a rampage killing 
eight people and injuring 48 others before 
being shot by police.

Javid, who attended a memorial serv-
ice on Sunday to mark the anniversary of 
the attack, said: In May we mourned with 
Manchester. Today we remember the 
shocking attack on London Bridge and 
Borough Market.

“The government is absolutely com-
mitted to doing everything possible to 
tackle the terrorist threat. It is my first 
priority every day in this job.

“We are working with the police, intel-
ligence and security agencies, the private 
and public sector and international part-
ners to make sure we have the best plans 
in place. I will be speaking about those 
plans in detail tomorrow [Monday] when 
we publish our strengthened counter-
terrorism strategy.

“But ultimately the strongest response 
is not just what we do, but who we are. 
The best way to stop terrorists achieving 
their aims is to stand by our values of tol-
erance, fairness and go about our lives.” 

According to official estimates, MI5 
and counter-terrorism police are cur-
rently running more than 500 live opera-
tions involving roughly 3,000 subjects of 
interest at any one time. 

Kabul, June 3 (PTI/AFP): Nearly half of 
Afghanistan’s children are not attending 
school because of worsening security, 
poverty and sex discrimination, accord-
ing to a new UN report today. 

The number of children deprived of 
schooling is at its highest rate since 2002 
-- the year after the US-led ouster of the 
repressive Taliban regime, which had 
banned girls from the classroom.

Girls remain more likely to miss out on 
a formal education, making up 60 percent 
of the 3.7 million children aged between 
seven and 17 not at school.

The figure rose as high as 85 per cent 
in some of the worst-affected provinces, 
reflecting pervasive gender-based dis-
crimination in parts of the deeply con-
servative Muslim country.

Child marriages and a shortage of 
female teachers were additional factors 
keeping girls away from the classroom.

The report by United Nations Chil-
dren’s Fund (UNICEF) also estimated 
that up to 300,000 children are at risk of 

dropping out before the end of the year.
Those children most at risk often live 

in rural areas and face displacement, in-
security and a lack of schooling facilities.

“Business as usual is not an option 
for Afghanistan if we are to fulfil the right 
to education for every child,” UNICEF’s 
Afghanistan representative Adele Khodr 
said.

“When children are not in school, 
they are at an increased danger of abuse, 
exploitation and recruitment.” While the 
numbers are worrying, the study also 
noted some progress.

It said school dropout rates are low in 
comparison to neighbouring countries 
such as Pakistan and Nepal, with some 
85 per cent of Afghan boys and girls who 
start primary school going on to complete 
the last grade. 

“Now is the time for a renewed com-
mitment to provide girls and boys with 
the relevant learning opportunities they 
need to progress in life and to play a posi-
tive role in society,” Khodr said.

Tunis, June 3 (PTI/AFP): 
The bodies of 35 migrants 
have been recovered off 
Tunisia’s southern coast, 
the country’s defence min-
istry said Sunday, revising 
upwards an earlier govern-
ment death toll.

As of 1:00 pm (1200 

GMT), “35 bodies were 
recovered and 68 migrants 
rescued,” said Rachid 
Bouhoula, a spokesman 
for the ministry.

The interior ministry 
reported a distress call on 
Saturday night at 10:45 pm 
from “a fishing boat about 

to sink” with migrants on 
board.

Tunisians and seven 
foreigners were among 
the survivors, including 
nationals from Ivory Coast, 
Mali, Morocco and Cam-
eroon, said the defence 
ministry spokesman.

“Units of the Sfax Ma-
rine Guard and the Navy 
went to the boat which was 
five nautical miles from 
Kerkennah island and 16 
nautical miles from the 
city of Sfax,” the ministry 
added.

Tunisians and migrants 

regularly try to cross the 
Mediterranean to seek a 
better future in Europe, 
but departures peaked last 
September.

According to non-
governmental organisa-
tions, the uptick reflected 
frustration among young 

people hard hit by unem-
ployment. 

In October, a collision 
between a migrant boat 
and a Tunisian military 
ship left at least 44 dead, 
in what Prime Minister 
Youssef Chahed called a 
“national disaster”.

Berlin, June 3 (PTI/AFP): 
Police said they shot to-
day at a man “rampaging” 
at Berlin Cathedral and 
armed officers cordoned 
off the entrances to the 
landmark in the heart of 
the German capital.

“Shortly after 4 pm 
(1400 GMT) police shot at 
a rampaging man at Berlin 
Cathedral,” police said in a 

tweet. “He was wounded in 
the leg.” 

The man’s age and na-
tionality were not known. 
It was not immediately 
clear whether anyone else 
was hurt in the incident 
at Berlin’s main Protestant 
cathedral, one of the city’s 
top tourist attractions.

The iron-domed house 
of worship is on Muse-

um Island off east Berlin’s 
main Unter den Linden 
boulevard and close to the 
Alexanderplatz shopping 
district.

An AFP reporter said 
the entrances to the build-
ing were blocked off with 
red-and-white police tape 
and several officers with 
automatic weapons were 
patrolling the scene.

Beijing, June 3 (PTI): China has 
lifted 68 million people out of 
poverty in the last five years since 
President Xi Jinping came to 
power in 2013, official media 
reported today. 

Over 68 million people have 
been lifted over the poverty line 
-- per capita annual income of 
2,300 yuan (USD 361) -- in the 
past five years, with an average 
of 13 million each year, state-run 
Xinhua news agency reported.

At the end of 2017, China 
had 30.46 million poor residents. 
China aims to eradicate absolute 
poverty by 2020, roughly 10 mil-
lion each year, the report said.

During the past five years, the 

average annual income of rural 
residents in impoverished areas 
has risen 10.4 per cent each year, 
up 2.5 percentage points above 
the average for rural residents.

About 3.4 million impov-
erished population has moved 
into new homes since 2012, and 
houses of more than 6 million 
poor population have been reno-
vated, it said.

China’s poverty rate has 
dropped from 10.2 per cent in 
2012 to 3.1 per cent in 2017, 
becoming the first country to 
complete the United Nations 
Millennium Development Goals 

With Xi in charge, China’s 
poverty-relief battle, the world’s 

biggest and toughest, has made 
decisive progress and provides 
global poverty relief with Chinese 
wisdom and solutions, the Xin-
hua report said yesterday.

The Political Bureau of the 
Communist Party of China (CPC) 
reviewed a plan on Thursday on 
continued efforts in poverty al-
leviation.

Presided over by Xi, the meet-
ing stressed that the battle against 
poverty is one of the “three tough 
battles” that the country must 
win to build a moderately pros-
perous society by 2020. 

To achieve the goal, China 
needs to lift around 30 million 
poor rural residents out of pov-

erty in the next three years.
“We must be aware of the 

difficulties and challenges in win-
ning the battle, and must have a 
stronger sense of responsibility 
and urgency in poverty relief,” it 
quoted a statement released after 
the meeting.

A total of 2.74 million impov-
erished families saw their income 
increased thanks to e-commerce 
poverty relief programmes in the 
past five years, and 23,000 impov-
erished villages have benefited 
from tourism programmes.

Nevertheless, in the eyes of 
Liu Yongfu, director of the State 
Council Leading Group Office of 
Poverty Alleviation and Develop-

ment, the poverty relief task was 
still arduous.

The work will shift to areas 
hit the hardest by poverty, put 
more emphasis on quality, and 
be more targeted and precise, 
Liu said.  “We will work to foster 
local industries, create new jobs, 
relocate residents in poor areas...
and strengthen aid to the aged, 
the disabled and people who 
are seriously ill,” Xinhua quoted 
him as saying.  As per the offi-
cial data, China has lifted more 
than 600 million people out of 
poverty in the last three decades, 
accounting for about 70 percent 
of those brought out of poverty 
worldwide.

Israel, Gaza exchange fire after 
Palestinian woman killed at border

Thousands of acres 
ablaze in US wildfires

UK warns of two more years 
of severe terror threat

UN: Nearly half of Afghan children out of school

Tunisia migrant death toll rises to at least 35, says government

Police shoot at ‘rampaging’ man at Berlin Cathedral

China lifted 68 million out of poverty in five years — Report

AP/PTI

A Palestinian protester hurls stones at Israeli troops during a protest at the Gaza Strip’s border with Israel, 
Friday, June 1, 2018.  
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Johnny Depp appears in a photograph with a fan 
taken in St Petersburg.

Mick Jagger takes son on tour
Legendary English singer Mick Jagger is taking his one-year-old son Dev with 
him on tour. According to sources, he is doing this so that his ballet-dancer 
mother Melanie Hamrick can focus on her work, reports pagesix.com. Ham-
rick is dancing in the American Ballet Theatre’s spring season.  “Mick is taking 
care of their baby for the duration of the ABT season...He’s taking his role as 
a father super-seriously, much to Melanie’s delight.” the source added.  The 
Rolling Stones frontman and Hamrick welcomed Deveraux Octavian Basil 
Jagger -- Dev for short -- in 2016. He is their first child, and Jagger’s eighth. 
(IANS)
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Blues guitarist Eddy ‘The 
Chief’ clearwater dies at 83

Aniston to be Courteney 
Cox’s maid of honour

When Shailene Woodley 
almost quit acting

Johnny Depp’s pale look 
leaves fans concerned

Slipknot’s V-Man causes stir 
with cryptic Instagram post

G
rammy-nominated 
Chicago blues 
guitarist Eddy ‘The 
Chief’ Clearwater 
has died of heart 

failure at age 83, his label, Alliga-
tor Records, announced. He was 
inducted into the Blues Hall of 
Fame in 2016 and had received 
two Blues Music Awards. His 
Grammy nod came when his 
2003 album Rock ’N’ Roll City 
appeared in the Best Traditional 
Blues Album category. Born in 
Mississippi, his family moved to 
Birmingham, AL when he was 
13, and he began playing guitar 
with a left-handed, upside-down 
approach. He played with the 
Five Blind Boys of Alabama, 
among others, before moving 
to Chicago and meeting Magic 
Sam. He changed his musical 
approach after hearing Chuck 
Berry in 1957 and released his 
debut single, “Hill Billy Blues,” 
the following year. His first 
studio album, The Chief, arrived 
in 1980, and 12 more studio al-
bums followed, the most recent 
being 2014’s Soul Funky.

“Eddy was one of the premier 
West Side Chicago blues musi-

cians of his generation, along 
with people like Magic Sam, Otis 
Rush and Freddie King,” Bruce 
Iglauer, Alligator president, told 
the Chicago Tribune. “He was 
really the last of the generation 
of West Side guitar players who 
modernized the blues in the ‘50s 
and very much carried on their 
legacy … He never got quite as 
much acclaim as the others, but 
he was definitely in the same 
league.”

Alligator noted that Clearwa-
ter, real name Edward Har-
rington, had been “internation-
ally lauded for his blues-rocking 
guitar playing, his original songs 
and his flamboyant showman-
ship.” They added he “was 
equally comfortable playing 
the deepest, most intense blues 
or his own brand of rocking, 
good-time party music – a style 
he called ‘rock-a-blues,’ mixing 
blues, rock, rockabilly, country 
and gospel. Between his slashing 
guitar work and his room-filling 
vocals, Clearwater was among 
the very finest practitioners of 
the West Side style of Chicago 
blues.”

Ultimateclassicrock

A
ctress Jennifer Aniston is to 
be her friend and actress 
Courteney Coxs maid of 
honour.

Aniston is helping her 
“Friends” co-star organise her nuptials 
to Snow Patrol singer Johnny McDaid, 
reports mirror.co.uk. 

Cox will get married to McDaid in 
Derry, Northern Ireland, this year.

A source said: “Courteney and 
Jennifer are thick as thieves and they 

have got even closer in recent months. 
Courteney wouldn’t want to walk down 
the aisle without Jennifer by her side. 
They have a very strong friendship.”

Aniston, 49, and Cox, 53, have been 
friends for more than two decades after 
they both starred in the worldwide hit 
comedy “Friends”.

Cox was chosen to be maid of 
honour when Aniston exchanged vows 
with actor Justin Theroux in 2015.

IANS

A
ctress Shailene Wood-
ley says she almost quit 
acting before starring 
in “Big Little Lies”.

“There was a point 
in my life, right before ‘Big Lit-
tle Lies’, where I had hit a wall 
with acting. I felt it was time to 

do something 
different. I 

called my 
agents 
and said‘ 
‘Please 
don’t 
send 
me 
any 

more scripts; I need to explore 
other avenues”,” she said.

Woodley added: “They re-
spected me and didn’t send me 
anything for almost a year until 
‘Big Little Lies’. I didn’t know what 
it was or who was involved, I just 
said‘ ‘Thanks,’I’m still not inter-
ested”’”

Her refusal to read the script 
might have ended things be-
fore they began, but her agents 
insisted she read it before she said 
no, telling her Reese Witherspoon, 
Nicole Kidman and Laura Dern 
were involved, reports people.
com.

“I read it, fell in love with it, 
and Laura, who I had worked 
with on ‘The Fault in Our Stars’, 
called me and that was really the 
push,” she said.

IANS

J
ohnny Depp fans are concerned 
about his health after the Hol-
lywood star appeared frail and ill 
in some of his recent photographs 
that surfaced online over the 

weekend.
Depp posed with fans at a Four 

Seasons hotel in St. Petersburg, Russia, 
last week, looking visibly thinner than in 
previous appearances, reports billboard.
com. 

“I think my hero looks ill,” one user 
commented on Facebook of the shared 
fan photograph.

Other comments included, “He 
looks thin” and “F**k me is that Johnny 
Depp?”

The actor was in Russia for a per-
formance with his band the Hollywood 
Vampires. 

Earlier in the week, Depp posed 
for fan photos in Moscow, donning 
sunglasses and a hat. The image also 
provoked concern in comment sections, 
where users described the actor as ap-
pearing “sick”, “weak” and “skinny”.

Depp has been in the headlines 
in the past year due to legal disputes, 
including one with his former manage-
ment company. In 2017, Depp also 
faced divorce proceedings from actress 
Amber Heard after she accused him of 
physical abuse.

IANS

S
lipknot bassist Ales-
sandro Venturella, 
aka V-Man, has 
posted a slightly 
altered design of the 

band’s logo on Instagram.
The cryptic post doesn’t 

have a caption, but thousands 
of Slipknot fans are getting 
excited as to what it could 

signify. 
A new album announce-

ment is unlikely anytime soon, 
after a picture of Corey Taylor 
and Shawn ‘Clown’ Crahan 
was posted online in April 
with the caption, “ 2019.”

That came after Clown said 
at the end of last year that a 
studio return was still a year 

away, with frontman 
Taylor reporting in 
February that the 
early material he’d 
heard from his band-
mates was sounding 
“awesome.”

Taylor later posted 
an image of him 
writing lyrics for what 
will be Slipknot’s 
sixth album and the 
follow-up to 2014’s .5: 
The Gray Chapter.

Taylor is also 
currently on the road 
with Stone Sour, who 
have dates stretch-
ing throughout the 
remainder of the 
year, including ap-
pearances with Ozzy 
Osbourne on his No 
More Tours run of 
shows.

Loudersound KG-2547
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Russian space agency rescue team help Russian cosmonaut Anton Shkaplerov U.S. out from the capsule shortly after the landing of 
the Russian Soyuz MS-07 space capsule about 150 km (80 miles) south-east of the Kazakh town of Zhezkazgan, Kazakhstan, Sunday, 
June 3, 2018. 

PTI

Martin Rees | Aeon

Mandelbrot set. (Courtesy Wikipedia)

3 ISS astronauts return to Earth safely NASA selects mission 
to study cosmic rays 
in heliosphere

Ancient tooth reveals Mesolithic 
man ate fish and plants

Black holes are simpler than forests and science has its limits

Washington, June 3 (IANS): 
Three members of the Inter-
national Space Station Expedi-
tion 55 crew returned safely to 
Earth on Sunday after nearly 
half a year-long stint in space.

American astronaut Scott 
Tingle, Japanese astronaut 
Norishige Kanai and Russian 
cosmonaut Anton Shkaplerov 
had lived and worked in a low-
Earth orbit for 168 days. 

“Touchdown! @Anton_As-
trey, @Astro_Kanai and @As-
tro_Maker are back on Earth 
after parachuting to a landing 
in Kazakhstan today at 8:39am 
ET (6:39pm Kazakh time),” In-
ternational Space Station said 
in a tweet.

Expedition 55 Flight En-
gineers Tingle, Kanai and 
Shkaplerov undocked from 
the International Space Sta-
tion at 5:16 a.m. EDT to begin 
their trip home, NASA said in 
a blogpost.

This mission was the first 
for Tingle and Kanai, and 
Shkaplerov now has logged 
532 days in space on three 
flights. 

The crew completed hun-

A
lbert Einstein said that 
the ‘most incompre-
hensible thing about 
the Universe is that 

it is comprehensible’. He was 
right to be astonished. Human 
brains evolved to be adaptable, 
but our underlying neural ar-
chitecture has barely changed 
since our ancestors roamed the 
savannah and coped with the 
challenges that life on it pre-
sented. It’s surely remarkable 
that these brains have allowed 
us to make sense of the quan-
tum and the cosmos, notions 
far removed from the ‘com-
monsense’, everyday world in 
which we evolved.

But I think science will 
hit the buffers at some point. 
There are two reasons why this 
might happen. The optimistic 
one is that we clean up and 
codify certain areas (such as 
atomic physics) to the point 
that there’s no more to say. A 
second, more worrying possi-
bility is that we’ll reach the lim-
its of what our brains can grasp. 
There might be concepts, cru-
cial to a full understanding of 
physical reality, that we aren’t 
aware of, any more than a 
monkey comprehends Dar-
winism or meteorology. Some 
insights might have to await a 
post-human intelligence.

Scientific knowledge is ac-
tually surprisingly ‘patchy’ 
– and the deepest mysteries 
often lie close by. Today, we 
can convincingly interpret 
measurements that reveal two 
black holes crashing together 
more than a billion light years 
from Earth. Meanwhile, we’ve 
made little progress in treat-
ing the common cold, despite 
great leaps forward in epide-
miology. The fact that we can 
be confident of arcane and 
remote cosmic phenomena, 
and flummoxed by everyday 

things, isn’t really as paradoxi-
cal as it looks. Astronomy is far 
simpler than the biological and 
human sciences. Black holes, 
although they seem exotic to 
us, are among the uncompli-
cated entities in nature. They 
can be described exactly by 
simple equations.

So how do we define com-
plexity? The question of how far 
science can go partly depends 
on the answer. Something 
made of only a few atoms can’t 
be very complicated. Big things 
need not be complicated ei-
ther. Despite its vastness, a star 
is fairly simple – its core is so 
hot that complex molecules 
get torn apart and no chemi-
cals can exist, so what’s left is 
basically an amorphous gas of 
atomic nuclei and electrons. 
Alternatively, consider a salt 
crystal, made up of sodium and 
chlorine atoms, packed togeth-
er over and over again to make 
a repeating cubical lattice. If 
you take a big crystal and chop 
it up, there’s little change in 
structure until it breaks down 
to the scale of single atoms. 
Even if it’s huge, a block of salt 
couldn’t be called complex.

Atoms and astronomical 
phenomena – the very small 
and the very large – can be 
quite basic. It’s everything in 
between that gets tricky. Most 
complex of all are living things. 
An animal has internal struc-
ture on every scale, from the 
proteins in single cells right up 
to limbs and major organs. It 
doesn’t exist if it is chopped up, 
the way a salt crystal continues 
to exist when it is sliced and 
diced. It dies.

Scientific understanding is 
sometimes envisaged as a hi-
erarchy, ordered like the floors 
of a building. Those dealing 
with more complex systems 
are higher up, while the simpler 
ones go down below. Math-
ematics is in the basement, 
followed by particle physics, 

then the rest of physics, then 
chemistry, then biology, then 
botany and zoology, and finally 
the behavioural and social sci-
ences (with the economists, 
no doubt, claiming the pent-
house).

‘Ordering’ the sciences is 
uncontroversial, but it’s ques-
tionable whether the ‘ground-
floor sciences’ – particle phys-
ics, in particular – are really 
deeper or more all-embracing 
than the others. In one sense, 
they clearly are. As the physi-
cist Steven Weinberg explains 
in Dreams of a Final Theory 
(1992), all the explanatory ar-
rows point downward. If, like 
a stubborn toddler, you keep 
asking ‘Why, why, why?’, you 
end up at the particle level. Sci-
entists are nearly all reduction-
ists in Weinberg’s sense. They 
feel confident that everything, 
however complex, is a solution 
to Schrödinger’s equation – the 
basic equation that governs 
how a system behaves, accord-
ing to quantum theory.

But a reductionist expla-
nation isn’t always the best or 
most useful one. ‘More is dif-
ferent,’ as the physicist Philip 
Anderson said. Everything, no 
matter how intricate – tropi-
cal forests, hurricanes, human 
societies – is made of atoms, 
and obeys the laws of quan-
tum physics. But even if those 
equations could be solved for 
immense aggregates of atoms, 
they wouldn’t offer the enlight-
enment that scientists seek.

Macroscopic systems that 
contain huge numbers of parti-
cles manifest ‘emergent’ prop-
erties that are best understood 
in terms of new, irreducible 
concepts appropriate to the 
level of the system. Valency, 
gastrulation (when cells begin 
to differentiate in embryonic 
development), imprinting, 
and natural selection are all ex-
amples. Even a phenomenon 
as unmysterious as the flow of 
water in pipes or rivers is better 
understood in terms of viscos-
ity and turbulence, rather than 

atom-by-atom interactions. 
Specialists in fluid mechanics 
don’t care that water is made 
up of H2O molecules; they can 
understand how waves break 
and what makes a stream turn 
choppy only because they en-
visage liquid as a continuum.

New concepts are particu-
larly crucial to our understand-
ing of really complicated things 
– for instance, migrating birds 
or human brains. The brain 
is an assemblage of cells; a 
painting is an assemblage of 
chemical pigment. But what’s 
important and interesting is 
how the pattern and structure 
appears as we go up the layers, 
what can be called emergent 
complexity.

So reductionism is true in 
a sense. But it’s seldom true in 
a useful sense. Only about 1 
per cent of scientists are par-
ticle physicists or cosmolo-
gists. The other 99 per cent 
work on ‘higher’ levels of the 
hierarchy. They’re held up by 
the complexity of their subject, 

not by any deficiencies in our 
understanding of subnuclear 
physics.

In reality, then, the analogy 
between science and a build-
ing is really quite a poor one. 
A building’s structure is im-
perilled by weak foundations. 
By contrast, the ‘higher-level’ 
sciences dealing with complex 
systems aren’t vulnerable to 
an insecure base. Each layer 
of science has its own distinct 
explanations. Phenomena with 
different levels of complexity 
must be understood in terms of 
different, irreducible concepts.

We can expect huge ad-
vances on three frontiers: the 
very small, the very large, and 
the very complex. Nonethe-
less – and I’m sticking my neck 
out here – my hunch is there’s 
a limit to what we can under-
stand. Efforts to understand 
very complex systems, such 
as our own brains, might well 
be the first to hit such limits. 
Perhaps complex aggregates 
of atoms, whether brains or 
electronic machines, can never 
know all there is to know about 
themselves. And we might en-
counter another barrier if we 
try to follow Weinberg’s arrows 
further down: if this leads to the 
kind of multi-dimensional ge-
ometry that string theorists en-
visage. Physicists might never 
understand the bedrock nature 
of space and time because the 
mathematics is just too hard.

My claim that there are 
limits to human understanding 
has been challenged by David 
Deutsch, a distinguished theo-
retical physicist who pioneered 
the concept of ‘quantum com-
puting’. In his provocative and 
excellent book The Beginning 
of Infinity (2011), he says that 
any process is computable, in 
principle. That’s true. However, 
being able to compute some-
thing is not the same as having 
an insightful comprehension of 
it. The beautiful fractal pattern 

known as the Mandelbrot set is 
described by an algorithm that 
can be written in a few lines. Its 
shape can be plotted even by 
a modest-powered computer: 

But no human who was 
just given the algorithm can 
visualise this immensely com-
plicated pattern in the same 
sense that they can visualise a 
square or a circle.

The chess-champion Gar-
ry Kasparov argues in Deep 
Thinking (2017) that ‘human 
plus machine’ is more power-
ful than either alone. Perhaps 
it’s by exploiting the strength-
ening symbiosis between the 
two that new discoveries will 
be made. For example, it will 
become progressively more 
advantageous to use com-
puter simulations rather than 
run experiments in drug de-
velopment and material sci-
ence. Whether the machines 
will eventually surpass us to a 
qualitative degree – and even 
themselves become conscious 
– is a live controversy.

Abstract thinking by bio-
logical brains has underpinned 
the emergence of all culture 
and science. But this activ-
ity, spanning tens of millen-
nia at most, will probably be 
a brief precursor to the more 
powerful intellects of the post-
human era – evolved not by 
Darwinian selection but via 
‘intelligent design’. Whether 
the long-range future lies with 
organic post-humans or with 
electronic super-intelligent 
machines is a matter for de-
bate. But we would be unduly 
anthropocentric to believe that 
a full understanding of physi-
cal reality is within humanity’s 
grasp, and that no enigmas will 
remain to challenge our remote 
descendants.

(Martin Rees is a fellow of 
Trinity College and emeritus 
professor of Cosmology and 

Astrophysics at the University 
of Cambridge.)

Wa s h i n g t o n , 
June 2 (IANS): 
NASA is target-
ing 2024 for the 
launch of a new 
mission to learn 
more about the 
generation of 
cosmic rays in 
the heliosphere, 
a sort of mag-
n e t i c  b u b b l e 
surrounding and protect-
ing our solar system.

Cosmic rays created 
locally and from the gal-
axy and beyond affect 
human explorers in space 
and can harm techno-
logical systems, and likely 
play a role in the pres-
ence of life itself in the 
universe.

The Interstellar Map-
ping and Acceleration 
Probe (IMAP) mission 
will  help researchers 
better understand the 
boundary of the helio-
sphere, NASA said in a 
statement on Friday. 

IMAP was selected 
following an extensive 
and competitive peer re-
view of proposals submit-
ted in late 2017, it added. 

Heliosphere is the re-
gion where the constant 
flow of particles from 
our Sun, called the solar 
wind, collides with mate-
rial from the rest of the 
galaxy. 

This collision limits 
the amount of harmful 
cosmic radiation enter-
ing the heliosphere. 

Scientists pinpoint spiritual 
part of human brain

New York, June 2 (IANS): Ever 
wondered how your brain 
processes spiritual experienc-
es? Scientists have identified 
a possible “neurobiological 
home” for the sense of con-
nection to something greater 
than oneself.

The study showed that ac-
tivity in the parietal cortex — 
an area of the brain involved 
in awareness of self and others 
as well as attention processing 
— seems to be a common ele-
ment among individuals who 
have experienced a variety of 
spiritual experiences.

“Spiritual experiences are 
robust states that may have pro-
found impact on people’s lives,” 
said Marc Potenza, Professor at 
Yale University in Connecticut, 
US.

“Understanding the neural 
bases of spiritual experiences 
may help us better understand 
their roles in resilience and re-
covery from mental health and 
addictive disorders,” Potenza 
added.

Spiritual experiences can 
be religious in nature or not, 
such as a feeling of oneness 
with nature or the absence of 

London, June 3 (IANS): In a first, 
scientists have discovered evi-
dence that humans from the Me-
solithic period consumed fish and 
plants and also used their teeth for 
de-scaling activities.

The evidence was based on the 
analysis of microfossils entombed 
in the dental calculus — com-
monly known as tooth plaque or 
tartar — of a young male skeleton 
from Mesolithic period found in a 
cave on a Croatian island. 

It revealed fish scale fragments 
and fish muscle fibres.

“Our data provides a novel 
perspective on forager diet in the 
Mediterranean region by reveal-
ing the role of marine organisms 
during the Mesolithic,” said lead 
researcher Emanuela Cristiani 
from Sapienza University of Rome.

“Whilst fishing during the Me-
solithic period has been demon-
strated by fish remains as well as 
fishing related technologies in 
the past, here for the first time we 
have direct evidence that humans 
consumed these resources or used 
their teeth for de-scaling activities, 
which is very unique,” added Harry 
Robson, from Britain’s University 
of York. 

However, the team was unable 
to identify the fish scales, although 
they were thought to be very simi-
lar to tuna, mackerel and gilthead 
sea bream.

The study, published in the 
journal Scientific Reports, also 
showed microfossils of plants in 
the dental calculus, which has not 
been identified in skeletal remains 
in this part of the Mediterranean 
before.

“The recovery of starch gran-
ules from two wild grass groups in 
the dental calculus of the analysed 
individual, suggests that energy-
rich plants were a part of the Holo-
cene forager dietary habits in the 
region,” Cristiani said.

“This is an exciting, but surpris-
ing finding. We only have three 
skeletal remains from this period 
that demonstrate the long-term 
consumption of marine-resources, 
so when you can identify microfos-
sils of this kind, it can provide a 
great leap forward in our under-
standing.”

Previous analysis of Mesolithic 
skeletal remains had suggested a 
more varied Mediterranean diet 
consisting of terrestrial, freshwater 
and marine food resources.

India test-fires nuclear 
capable missile
Bhubaneswar, June 3 (IANS): India on Sunday suc-
cessfully test-fired the nuclear capable ballistic missile 
Agni-V off the Odisha coast.

The surface-to-surface missile with a 5,000 km 
strike range was launched with the help of a mobile 
launcher from launch pad-4 of the Integrated Test 
Range (ITR) at 9.48 a.m., Defence Ministry sources said.

Developed by the Defence Research and Develop-
ment Organisation (DRDO), the missile covered full 
range meeting all mission parameters.

This was the sixth trial of the state-of-the-art Agni-5. 
The missile was last tested on January 18.

The 17-metre long and 2-metre wide missile weighs 
around 50 tonnes. It can carry a nuclear warhead 
weighing over a tonne.

dreds of experiments, includ-
ing materials testing, a study 
of the effect of microgravity on 
the bone marrow and research 
into plant growth in space.

Tingle and Kanai ventured 
outside the station on separate 
spacewalks to perform work 
on parts of the Canadarm2 
robotic arm. 

They also participated in 
dozens of educational events 
as part of NASA’s Year of Edu-
cation on Station.

Shkaplerov conducted a 
record-setting spacewalk in 
February with fellow cosmo-
naut Alexander Misurkin to 
replace an electronics box 
for a communications an-
tenna on the Zvezda service 
module. 

The spacewalk timed out 
at 8 hours and 13 minutes — 
the longest in Russian space 
program history.

The Expedition 56 crew 
— Commander Drew Feustel 
and Ricky Arnold of NASA, and 
Oleg Artemyev of Roscosmos 
— will operate the station and 
prepare for the arrival of three 
new crew members on June 8.

IMAP will collect and 
analyse particles that 
make it through.

“This boundary is 
where our Sun does a 
great deal to protect us. 
IMAP is critical to broad-
ening our understanding 
of how this ‘cosmic filter’ 
works,” said Dennis An-
drucyk, Deputy Associate 
Administrator for NASA’s 
Science Mission Direc-
torate in Washington. 

“The implications 
of this research could 
reach well beyond the 
consideration of Earthly 
impacts as we look to 
send humans into deep 
space,” Andrucyk added. 

The spacecraft will 
be positioned about 1.5 
million kilometres away 
from Earth towards the 
Sun at what is called the 
first Lagrange point or L1. 

This will allow the 
probe to maximise the 
use of its instruments to 
monitor the interactions 
between solar wind and 
the interstellar medium 
in the outer solar system, 
NASA said.

self during sporting events.
For the study, published in 

the journal Cerebral Cortex, the 
team interviewed a small group 
of young adults to gather infor-
mation about past stressful and 
relaxing experiences as well as 
their spiritual experiences. 

While individual spiritual 
experiences differed, research-
ers noted similar patterns of ac-
tivity in the parietal cortex as the 
subjects imagined experiencing 
the events in the recordings.

“We observed in the spiri-
tual condition, as compared 
with the neutral-relaxing condi-
tion, reduced activity in the left 
inferior parietal lobule (IPL), 
a result that suggests the IPL 
may contribute importantly to 
perceptual processing and self-
other representations during 
spiritual experiences,” said the 
researchers.

Potenza stressed other brain 
areas are probably also involved 
in the formation of spiritual 
experiences.

The method can help fu-
ture researchers study spiritual 
experience and its impact on 
mental health, he said.
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FIFA WORLD CUP 
RUSSIA 2018

June 30, Sat 11.30 pm IST, Sochi 

July 6, Fri 7.30 pm IST, Nizhny Novgorod

July 10, Tue 11.30 pm IST, Saint Petersburg

July 11, Wed 11.30 pm IST, Moscow

July 14, Sat 7.30 pm IST, Saint Petersburg

July 15, Sun 8.30 pm IST, Luzhniki Stadium, Moscow

July 6, Fri 11.30 pm IST, Kazan

July 7, Sat 11.30 pm IST, Sochi July 7, Sat  7.30 pm IST, Samara

July 2, Mon 7.30 pm IST,Samara

July 1, Sun 7.30 pm IST, Moscow July 3, Tue 7.30 pm IST, Saint Petersburg

June 30, Sat 7.30 pm IST, Kazan July 2, Mon 11.30 pm IST,Rostov-On-Don

July 1, Sun 11.30 pm IST,Nizhny Novgorod July 3, Tue 11.30 pm IST, Rostov-On-Don

June 16, Saturday 3.30 pm IST
Kazan Arena, Kazan

June 16, Saturday 6.30 pm IST
Spartak Stadium, Moscow

June 16, Sunday 12.30 am IST
Kaliningrad Stadium, Kaliningrad

June 21, Thursday 11.30 pm IST
Nizhny Novgorod Stadium, Nizhny Novgorod

June 22, Friday 8.30 pm IST
Volgograd Arena,Volgograd

June 26, Tuesday 11.30 pm IST
Saint Petersburg Stadium, Saint Petersburg

June 26, Tuesday 11.30 pm IST
Rostov Arena, Rostov-On-Don

June 16, Saturday 9.30 pm IST
Mordovia Arena, Saransk

June 21, Thursday 5.30 pm IST
Samara Arena, Samara

June 21, Thursday 8.30 pm IST
Ekaterinburg Arena, Ekaterinburg

June 26, Tuesday 7.30 pm IST
Luzhniki Stadium, Moscow

June 26, Tuesday 7.30 pm IST
Fisht Stadium, Sochi

June 14, Thursday 8.30 pm IST 
Luzhniki Stadium, Moscow

June 15, Friday 8.30 pm IST
Saint Petersburg Stadium, Saint Petersburg

June 15, Friday 11.30 pm IST
Fisht Stadium, Sochi

June 20, Wednesday 5.30 pm IST
Luzhniki Stadium, Moscow

June 20, Wednesday 11.30 pm IST
Kazan Arena, Kazan

June 25, Monday 11.30 pm IST
Mordovia Arena, Saransk

June 25, Monday 11.30 pm IST
Kaliningrad Stadium, Kaliningrad

June 15, Friday  5.30 pm IST
Ekaterinburg Arena, Ekaterinburg

June 19, Tuesday 11.30 pm IST
Saint Petersburg Stadium, Saint Petersburg

June 20, Wednesday 8.30 pm IST
Rostov Arena, Rostov-On-Don

June 25, Monday 7.30 pm IST
Samara Arena, Samara

June 25, Monday 7.30 pm IST
Volgograd Arena, Volgograd

GROUP A GROUP CGROUP B GROUP D

June 17, Sunday 5.30 pm IST
Samara Arena, Samara

June 17, Sunday 8.30 pm IST
Luzhniki Stadium, Moscow

June 17, Sunday 11.30 pm IST
Rostov Arena, Rostov-On-Don

June 18, Monday 5.30 pm IST
Nizhny Novgorod Stadium, Nizhny Novgorod

June 22, Friday 5.30 pm IST
Saint Petersburg Stadium, Saint Petersburg

June 23, Saturday 8.30 pm IST
Rostov Arena, Rostov-On-Don

June 22, Friday 11.30 pm IST
Kaliningrad Stadium, Kaliningrad

June 23, Saturday 11.30 pm IST
Fisht Stadium, Sochi

June 27, Wednesday 11.30 pm IST
Spartak Stadium, Moscow

June 27, Wednesday 7.30 pm IST
Kazan Arena, Kazan

June 27, Wednesday 11.30 pm IST
Nizhny Novgorod Stadium, Nizhny Novgorod

June 27, Wednesday 7.30 pm IST
Ekaterinburg Arena, Ekaterinburg

June 18, Monday 8.30 pm IST
Fisht Stadium, Sochi

June 19, Tuesday 5.30 pm IST
Mordovia Arena, Saransk

June 18, Monday 11.30 pm IST
Volgograd Arena, Volgograd

June 19, Tuesday 8.30 pm IST
Spartak Stadium, Moscow

June 23, Saturday 5.30 pm IST
Spartak Stadium, Moscow

June 24, Sunday 8.30 pm IST
Ekaterinburg Arena, Ekaterinburg

June 24, Sunday 5.30 pm IST
Nizhny Novgorod Stadium, Nizhny Novgorod

June 24, Sunday 11.30 pm IST
Kazan Arena, Kazan

June 28, Thursday 11.30 pm IST
Kaliningrad Stadium, Kaliningrad

June 28, Thursday 7.30 pm IST
Volgograd Arena, Volgograd

June 28, Thursday 11.30 pm IST
Mordovia Arena, Saransk

June 28, Thursday 7.30 pm IST
Samara Arena, Samara
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