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‘Tobacco prohibition in Nagaland 
will cure state’s ailment’

NDPP wins big in Dimapur

PWD minister inspects ongoing road repairs in Longleng

Delhi Public School honors 39 students

World No Tobacco Day observe across Nagaland

Dr. K Vikato Kinimi speaking during the 
World No Tobacco Day programme at 
Greenwood Higher Secondary School in 
Dimapur on Thursday.
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Dimapur, May 31 : Certain sections 
of the medical administration in 
Dimapur district are of the opinion 
that the scourge of tobacco in all its 
health risks ought to be banned to-
tally at least in Nagaland. The prin-
ciple argument about taking the 
route of “prohibition” is understood 
to be centred on the presumption 
that the ‘economy’ would not be 
affected. 

Every year on May 31, the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) and its 
partners mark World No Tobacco 
Day (WNTD) to highlight health 
risks associated with the use of 
tobacco. The movement advocates 
effective policies to reduce tobacco 
consumption.

The focus of the WNTD for this 
year is “tobacco and heart diseases.” 
The campaign aims to increases 
awareness about the link between 
tobacco use and the heart besides 
other cardiovascular diseases in-
cluding stroke. It aims to increase 
feasible action and measure that 
key audiences including govern-
ments and the public can take to 
reduce the risks to heart health 
posed by tobacco.

Dimapur too observed the 
WNTD on May 31 Thursday at 
Greenwood Higher Secondary 
School in Dimapur. The programme 
was organised by the District To-
bacco Control Cell and the Dimapur 
District Legal Services Authority 
(DDLSA).  

During the event, the state’s 
nodal officer for National Tobacco 
Control Programme (NTPC) Dr. 
Hotokhu Chishi said in his keynote 
address that tobacco use was a risk 
factor and the sixth of the eight 
leading causes of death worldwide. 
The others include HIV and AIDS 
and diarrhoea. 

According to Dr. Chishi Na-
galand has shown significant re-
duction of tobacco consumption, 
according to a 2018 survey and has 
moved from second place to the 
eighth. This can be attributed to an-
ti-tobacco campaigns that are being 
conducted in the state. However, 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, May 31: The 
counting of votes of the 
Nagaland Lok Sabha by-
poll for Dimapur district 
has been carried out at the 
Deputy Commissioner’s 
office on Thursday.  A total 
of 1, 57, 493 voters cast 
their votes in five con-
stituencies in the district 
on May 28, out of which 
91, 953 votes were cast in 
favour of the Nationalist 
Democratic Progressive 
Party’s candidate, Tokheho 
Yepthomi.

Altogether in Naga-
land, the counting of 

votes was conducted in 13 
counting centres.

The five constituen-
cies in Dimapur district 
comprised of Dimapur I, 
Dimapur II, Dimapur III, 
Ghaspani I, and Ghaspani 
II.

Yephthomi won in 
four constituencies out of 
five in Dimapur. He won 
against the Naga People’s 
Front candidate, C Apok 
Jamir by a difference of 
27, 543 votes. Whereas, 
Jamir was able to win only 
in Dimapur II with 21, 720 
votes against Tokheho’s 
15, 404.

Dimapur, May 31 (EMN): The 
Nagaland minister of the Public 
Works Department, Tongpang 
Ozüküm paid a maiden visit to 
Longleng’s headquarter and in-
spected an ongoing repair works 
on May 30. A press release from 
the department informed on 
Thursday. 

On his visitation, the minis-
ter has clarified that the present 
projects for the improvement of 
town roads were mainly to fill up 
potholes. He added that the de-
partment is trying to carpet the 
roads in almost all the districts 
headquarter. The minister was 
said to have inspected the town 
roads which are under repairs. 
He also visited roads that were 
earmarked for repair. 

The executive engineer of 
Longleng SB Angh remarked, 

‘no funds were provided to the 
Longleng town for road repair 
for last ten years. As a result, 
about 2.2 km of road within the 
main town was badly damaged.’ 
Expressing grateful at the minis-
ter’s inspection, Angh assured to 
extend possible service towards 
the successful completion of the 
project.

Angh informed that the gov-
ernment has allotted around INR 
1 crore for Longleng division. 
Based on the allotment, he in-
formed that about 1.3 kilometre 
blacktopping of not less than 20 
feet road was completed while 
the rest are expected to complete 
very shortly. He added that the 
works included construction of 
drainage and re-construction of 
culverts in various locations.

After the inspection, the min-

ister held a meeting with the 
department officials, student 
bodies, organizations and the 
public leaders. 

The Phom Peoples’ Council 
were said to have submitted a 
three point representation to 
the minister.  These pointers 
included creation of the sub di-
visional officer of Public Works 
Department (Roads and Bridges) 
for Tamlu; upgrading of junior 
engineer of PWD (Housing) in 
Tuensang sub-division; and up-
grading of junior engineer of 
PWD (Mechanical) in Mokokc-
hung division. The council also 
requested Ozukum to provide 
enough funds for maintaining 
other roads. The minister in re-
sponse assured them all possible 
measures to fulfill the require-
ment.

Dimapur, May 31 (EMN): 
The Delhi Public School 
of Dimapur has organ-
ised an honorary cer-
emony for the All India 
Senior School Certificate 
Examination (AISSCE) 
class XII achievers on 
May 31. The award was 
said to have been an an-
nual ceremony to ac-

knowledge and encour-
age students to aspire 
for greater academic ac-
complishments. Updates 
on Thursday informed.

Altogether 39 stu-
dents from the art, sci-
ence  and commerce 
streams securing 80 per-
cent and above were said 
to have been honored.  

Nine of its students who 
scored 90% - 94.8% were 
awarded with a cheque 
of  INR 15,  000 each. 
Three of its students 
scoring 95% - 97.8% were 
awarded a cheque of INR 
25, 000 each. The awar-
dees were also given with 
certificates. A student 
Sakshi Jain was awarded 

with an additional of INR 
5000 for scoring 97.8% in 
commerce stream.

The school has set 
new records in the re-
cently declared AISSCE 
result topping the charts 
in the Northeast India. 
T h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  w i t -
nessed 100 pass percent-
ages.

Dimapur, May 31 (EMN): Along 
with the rest of the world, the Na-
galand state has observed World 
No Tobacco Day (WNTD) on May 
31 with the World Health Organisa-
tion’s (WHO) theme ‘tobacco and 
heart disease.’ Updates on Thursday 
informed.
Kohima: The Kohima District Le-
gal Services Authority (KDLSA) 
in collaboration with the Nation-
al Tobacco Control Porgramme 
(NTCP) organised a walkathon to 
commemorate the day at the Old 
Member of Legislative Assembly 
junction. 

Flagging off the walkathon, 
Mezivolü T Therieh, member secre-
tary of Nagaland State Legal Service 
Authority encouraged student to 
gave up the harmful consumption 
of tobacco substance. 

The Nodal Officer of NTCP Dr. 
Arenla Walling informed that to-
bacco is an important risk factor 
for cardiovascular disease such as 
coronary heart disease, stroke and 
peripheral vascular disease. Fur-
ther, Walling remarked that 12% of 
all heart disease deaths are contrib-
uted by active and passive smoking.

Four schools and a college 
participated in the walkathon. 
The schools and a college were- 
Stella Higher Secondary School, 
Ruzhukhrie Goverment Higher 
Secondary School, Dr. Neilhouzhu 
Kire Higher Secondary School, 
Mezhür School, and Kohima Col-
lege. Certificates were also given to 
the participants.
Phek: The District Nodal Officer of 
the NTCP Dr. Reyosalü Lase Vizo 
during the programme at the dis-
trict hospital’s Chapel spoke about 
the theme. She talked about the 
linked between the use of tobacco 
products and heart diseases. She 
also mentioned about the impact of 
tobacco use and the risk of exposure 
to second hand smoke which can 
affect the heart. Further, she said 
that such program provide oppor-
tunities not only to the government 
but to the public, churches, and 
other organisations.

Vizo asserted that the Nagaland 
statistics in tobacco consump-
tion has come down from second 
to eight positions in the country. 
There has been a reduction of 
13.5% which she remarked as ‘great 

achievement.’ She added that there 
are still many villages, schools, and 
churches needed to educate on the 
harmful effects of tobacco. There-
fore, she requested the participants 
to take responsibility in disseminat-
ing them about the harm that to-
bacco can do. She also urged them 
to become an anti-tobacco activist 
and jointly fight against tobacco.
Wokha: The District Tobacco Con-
trol Cell conducted the programme 
at the Likya Community Hall.  Dr. 
Meribeni Odyuo of the NTCP of 
Wokha called upon the people and 
health organisations to take up 
actions that can prevent tobacco 
problems on the heart.

 The Panel Lawyer Shanchobeni 
spoke about the Cigarette and Other 
Tobacco Products Act (COTPA). She 
mentioned about the prohibition of 
tobacco at various categories such 
as smoking in public places, selling 
of tobacco products to minors, and 
selling of tobacco within a radius 
of 100 yards of any educational in-
stitution.

The press release stated that two 
institutions- the Mt. Sinai and the 
Isaiah Ability schools were declared 

as ‘tobacco free schools’ during the 
programme. 
Peren: The Peren District Legal 
Services Authority (PDLSA) in col-
laboration with department of 
Health and Family Welfare has 
organised programme with the stu-
dents and teachers of Ibaung Thou 
Memorial School in Jalukie.

Dr. Sabino Kuotsu, nodal officer 
of NTCP spoke about the hazards 
and ill effects of tobacco consump-
tion which leads to cancer, heart 
disease and other illness. Kuotsu 
informed participants with the 
data of tobacco consumption. She 
informed, according to the India 
Global Tobacco Survey in North-
east, Mizoram begged the highest 
and Nagaland was the second high-
est in consumption of tobacco. The 
global school personal survey of 
2003 has reported that, in Nagaland 
55% of the population were tobacco 
users with male 68%, female 28%, 
school children 37%, male school 
children 55% and female school 
children 18%.

Speaking on the Copta Act, Ita-
lang Ramlia, a government pleader 
of Peren informed that the Act pro-

hibits smoking of tobacco in public 
places, except in special smoking 
zone areas. He pointed out that 
cigarette packets are required to 
carry pictorial warnings along with 
the text smoking kills and tobacco 
causes mouth cancer in both Hindi 
and English.
Dimapur: Various schools and col-
leges observed WNTD in Dimapur. 
Some of the institutions were said 
to have carried out various activi-
ties and competitions such as essay 
writing, painting etc. The students 
also took out processions carrying 
placards and banners. Institutions 
that observed WNTD in the districts 
were the Livingstone Foundation 
Higher Secondary School, MGM 
College, St. Stephen’s Higher Sec-
ondary School, Immanuel College, 
Sakus Mission College, and the 
Assembly of God Higher Secondary 
School. 
Mokokchung:  The Mokokchung 
District Legal Services Author-
ity (MDLSA) in collaboration with 
Health and Family Welfare Depart-
ment conducted two awareness 
programmes at the United Chris-
tian Fellowship Church and the 

Town Higher Secodary School in 
Mokokchung.
Zunheboto:   The Chairman of the 
Zunheboto District Legal Serv-
ices Authority (ZDLSA) Niechochiyi 
Suyie spoke about the day’s topic 
‘significance of anti-tobacco day.’ 
Students of the St. Anthony High 
School took part in walkathon as 
part of observing the WNTD on 
May 31. The programme was said 
to have been organised by the 
ZDLSA.  
Pfütsero: The Chakhesang Mission 
Higher Secondary School observed 
World No Tobacco Day with the 
theme ‘impact of tobacco on car-
diac vascular health’ at its school 
auditorium in Pfütsero.

A resource person of the day, 
Atshole Wetsah spoke about the 
topic. She said that such a day was 
observed to promote and encour-
age people to stop chewing tobacco. 
She added that the ugly truth is 
Nagaland being in the second posi-
tion in tobacco consumption in the 
Northeast. She further mentioned 
about the ill effects of consuming 
tobacco and encouraged students 
not to use tobacco product.

Name of the candidate Party Vote

Tokheho Yepthomi NDPP 91, 953

C Apok Jamir NPF 64, 410

Nota 1130

Total vote cast 1, 57, 493

Speaking to the East-
ern Mirror, the deputy 
commissioner of  Di-
mapur, Sushil Kumar 
Patel said that this time 
around the counting was 
completed without any 
disruptions and that the 
atmosphere was quite 
calm. Patel said that the 

counting was conducted 
only in one room which 
made the counting easy 
and free of confusions. 
He said there were only 
78.8 polling percentage 
to this by-poll which was 
marginal as compared 
to last election’s 80 plus 
polling percentage. 

he lamented that Nagaland has the 
highest number of nasopharyngeal 
cancer (head and neck cancer) 
in the country with about 15.3% 
among male and 10.8% among 
female. 

The state also has 454 new cases 
of cancers every year, according to a 
population-based cancer survey by 
the Indian Council of Medical Re-
search during 2012–2014. Another 
survey that was carried out by the 
department of Health and Family 
Welfare during 2013–2014 showed 
Nagaland as a state with high to-
bacco-abuse prevalence (29.3%) 
among children under 15 years of 
age and 41.2% for children buying 
tobacco products for parents. 

Dr. Chishi advocated total pro-
hibition of tobacco in Nagaland. He 
said that prohibition in the state will 
lead neither to ‘burden of shifting 
for alternate livelihood’ nor would 
it have any negative impact on the 
domestic economy. The reason he 
gave was that there is no cultiva-
tion or production of tobacco in 
the state. 

The medical officer hoped that 
Nagaland would be a ‘tobacco-
free state’ in future, with the active 
participation of NGOs, pressure 
groups, and such, to support the 
anti-tobacco campaign.

The chief medical officer of Di-

mapur Dr. K Vikato Kinimi was the 
guest of honour for the function. 
He informed that 107 schools in the 
district have been declared tobacco-
free. He encouraged the students to 
continue keeping their surround-
ings tobacco-free. 

Two resource persons Zu-
chumpeni Ezung and Sentimenla 
Tzudir, panel lawyers of the DDLSA, 
gave discourse to the audience. 
Ezung spoke about the Cigarette 
and Other Tobacco Products Act 
(Cotpa). She elaborated its salient 
features, legal implications, prohibi-
tions, and penalty. 

Likewise, Tzudir explained the 
characteristics of the Protection 
of Children from Sexual Offences 
(Pocso) Act, and child abuse. She 
gave the students tips about the 
ways there are to protect them-
selves.

The secretary of the DDLSA 
Ajongba Imchen was the chief guest 
for the event. During his speech, he 
said that it was his constitutional 
duty to make the participants aware 
of their rights and it was the consti-
tutional rights of the participants to 
know about relevant statutes such 
as the Cotpa and the Posco.

Imchen was disappointed that 
citizens generally are not aware of 
their rights. He reckoned that, “Until 
the people know what their rights 
are, this state will be in pathetic 
condition for another 20–30 years.” 
With his statement, he urged the 
participants to be aware of their 
rights and said that without know-
ing rights, they will not progress. 

Imchen added that the DDLSA 
provides free legal consultations 
to the poor. Speaking to Eastern 
Mirror Imchen said that statutory 
regulations in the state need to be 
engaged. “I don’t want the nodal 
agencies to keep the Copta Act 2003 
as dead letter. We have to make 
them alive,” he said.

‘We have so many act in India. 
With all the required Acts in India, 
the problem is that the concerned 
department is not using them. We 
are not making it alive, but making 
it a dead letter.’ 
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The main road which is flanked by a wall on the left is worrying Bamunpukhri village for what is stated to be 
a violation of the village's council resolution stipulating a certain degree of spacing for vehicular movement.  
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On 173746 margin, Nagaland 
sends Tokheho to Lok Sabha   

Mega Food Park project irks 
village council in Dimapur 

Anganwadi worker dies in Wokha mishap 

BJP suffers shock defeats, 
opposition unity gets by-poll boost 

Piping it down: Nagaland’s tobacco consumption nosedives 
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Our Correspondent 
Kohima, May 31 (EMN): Sixty-five-
year old Tokheho Yepthomi of the 
Nationalist Democratic Progres-
sive Party (NDPP), the consensus 
candidate of the ruling People’s 
Democratic Alliance (PDA) has been 
elected as member to Nagaland’s 
lone seat in the Lok Sabha.

Yepthomi defeated rival Naga 
People’s Front (NPF) candidate C 
Apok Jamir by a margin of 1,73,746 
votes. Out of the 10,14,664 votes cast 
against a total 11,97,436 electorate, 
Yepthomi polled 5,94,205 votes and 
4,20,459 voted in favour of Jamir 
while 3991 voted for NOTA (none of 
the contesting candidates). Accord-
ing to official figures, 187 votes were 
rejected and there were three ten-
dered votes. Yepthomi is a five-time 
MLA in the state. He joined active 
politics in 1981 and was elected to 
the 8th Nagaland Legislative Assem-
bly in 1993. He got re-elected for the 
next four consecutive terms and had 
served as MLA, minister as well as 
leader of opposition.  Both Yepthomi 
and Jamir were former Congress-
men. They were elected on Congress 
tickets in 2013 but merged with the 
then ruling NPF in 2015. The former 
went on to join the NDPP and they 
have both contested in the last state 
assembly election earlier this year 
and were defeated. Jamir is a former 
member of the Rajya Sabha. 

The by-election was a fierce 
battle between the ruling PDA who 
backed Yepthomi while the NPF 
garnered support from its long-time 
adversary, the state Congress, on the 
justification that they were fight-
ing against ‘communal forces’. The 
PDA on the other hand, comprises 
of the NDPP, BJP, JD , NPP and an 
independent MLA.

While the Nagaland Pradesh 
Congress Committee (NPCC) 
through its president K Therie had 
gone out of the way to announce 
the party’s support to the NPF, it 
appears that all is not well in the 
what-used-to-be a grand old party, 
the Congress. A senior general sec-
retary of the NPCC reacted to the 
result by saying, “Secularism-centric 
campaign backfired for NPF...People 
are going to be easily fooled by NPF 
donning the secular cloak after 15 
long years with BJP in government 
that just ended three months ago.”

Meanwhile the Commissioner 
of Nagaland, who is also the Return-
ing Officer (RO) for the Lok Sabha 
by-poll, M Patton during a press 
briefing late Thursday evening in-
formed that following the comple-
tion of counting and declaration of 
result, the certificate of election was 
handed over to Yepthomi’s chief 
agent at the commissioner’s office.

It was learnt that out of 373 post-
al ballots, 187 were rejected as some 
did not sign the declaration form 
and some due to non-inclusion of 
declaration form. Ten postal ballots 
were rejected as they were received 
after the deadline while few were re-
jected ‘by the system itself’ and one 
vote was found unauthentic.

People do believe in PDA – Rio
Following the declaration of the 
result, a triumphant PDA organised 
a felicitation programme for the 
new MP, Tokheho Yepthomi at Hotel 
Vivor in Kohima Thursday evening.

Leaders of the coalition part-
ners, while congratulating Yep-
thomi, acknowledged the people’s 
mandate. They expressed similar 
views that despite criticism from the 
opposition, the result testified their 

(PDA’s) strength in unity.
In the words of the Chief Minis-

ter Neiphiu Rio, winning by over 1.73 
lakh margin is a ‘thumping victory’ 
for the PDA and the credit goes to 
everyone equally, the combined 
efforts of the people; the coalition 
party leaders and workers; and the 
PDA lawmakers. The mandate, ac-
cording to him, showed that the 
people of Nagaland believed in the 
PDA to deliver them the goods.

Rio pointed out that the alli-
ance’s adversaries had taken their 
campaign on ‘false propaganda’ to 
woo the people but it failed to fool 
the people and the PDA has proven 
to them that they had the absolute 
mandate of the people. 

Mentioning that the Congress 
had always talked about secularism 
and labelled the BJP a communal 
party, he observed that both were 
secular parties. He questioned if BJP 
was not a secular party, why would 
it uphold the NDA alliance in the 
centre, accommodating other par-
ties, while it had absolute majority 
in the parliament. He went on to 
point out that even in the Northeast, 
the party had upheld similar spirit 
and has accommodated minorities 
or parties with very few MLAs to 
the North East Democratic Alliance 
(NEDA). Therefore, projecting the 
PDA as though the BJP was all alone, 
and other parties like congress were 
secular so they could go together, 
was ‘totally misleading’. Rio asserted 
that such propagandas should be 
made known to the people.

Rio stated that Yepthomi will 
now represent all the Nagas includ-
ing the PDA’s adversaries in the Par-
liament. While assuring all support 
and guidance to Yepthomi, he en-
couraged the latter to speak without 

fear or favour about the Naga his-
tory, the Naga identity, Naga special 
status, the Naga political issue and 
the top priority- solution to the Naga 
political issue. He urged Yepthomi 
not to hesitate to ventilate to the 
central leaders about Nagaland, its 
genuine problems, and also his vi-
sions for the nation and for the state, 
for the cause of the Nagas, and the 
political and development issues.

The chief minister also ex-
pressed gratitude to people for be-
lieving in the alliance and his lead-
ership and called upon all to work 
together in the same spirit of unity 
so as to implement their manifestos 
and coalition’s common minimum 
programme.

Tokheho Yepthomi, in his victory 
speech, expressed his gratitude to 
God, the people and the PDA coali-
tion for giving him the opportunity 
to work for the people of Nagaland 
through a greater platform. 

“Indeed, I humble myself to ac-
cept this responsibility with humil-
ity,” he said during the felicitation 
programme. He assured that he 
would take the Naga political issue 
and its settlement to the parliament 
as well as to the central leaders ‘to 
the extent possible’, as assured dur-
ing his campaign.

He also expressed being over-
whelmed by the result and that the 
margin by which he won was ‘way 
beyond his expectation’.  While as-
suring to give his best, alongside the 
PDA leadership, to work for the peo-
ple of Nagaland, he admitted that 
he was going to be a new face in the 
parliament and would constantly 
require the guidance of chief minis-
ter Rio and minister CM Chang who 
had represented Nagaland in the 
Lok Sabha before.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, May 31 (EMN): 
A food processing project 
segment of the central gov-
ernment in Nagaland in 
the form of the long-touted 
Mega Food Parks (MFP) 
is causing concerns for a 
village in Dimapur district. 
The village,  Bamunpukhuri 
1, concerned with questions 
of proper spacing for an ap-
proach road that is said to 
be flanked by an upcoming 
food park nearby. Besides, 
other associated concerns 
which community leaders 
of the affected village are 
expressing apprehensions 
about include environment 
and pollution.

The government of In-
dia is undertaking a project 
to instate 42 food parks 
across the country one of 
which is for Nagaland.

Various government up-
dates including an admin-
istrative report of the state's 
department of Industries 
and Commerce, and funds 
data of the ministry of Food 
Processing Industries (MoF-
PI) state the information.

According to available 
government updates, a firm 
called the DoysAgri Resourc-
es Pvt. Ltd., at Dimapur has 
been sanctioned INR 49.24 
cr. for the project to be set 
up at Doshehe village that 
borders with another village, 
Bamunpukhuri 1.  

T h e  h e a d  G B  o f 
Bamunpukhuri 1, Bimal 
Jigdong, and the chairman 
of the village, Vikishe, spoke 
to Eastern Mirror. They said 
that DoysAgri Resources 
has not complied with a 
resolution of the council 
that was said to have been 
submitted to the company. 
The 'resolution' was that 
there be left an area of 24 

feet width, 12 feet on both 
sides from the centre of the 
approach road connecting 
about 12 villages.  A bound-
ary wall around the MFP 
has been built though. Said 
road was previously known 
as a 'three-faced' circular 
road — primarily an inter-
section — under the Forest 
department.

T h e  c h a i r m a n  o f 
Bamunpukhuri expressed 
concern at the flow of waste 
that would be drained from 
the food park; there are no 
visible provisions for prop-
er drainage. The chairman 
added that the boundary of 
the park “touches two other 
villages” namely Toluvi and 
Unity colony. He hinted 
that the problem of drain-
age might affect the two 
areas too.

“We expected the pro-
prietor to come and at 
least consult the council 
over these matters as it 
also concerns the village of 
Bamunpukhuri 1,” Vikishe 
said. The chairman raised 
questions of pollution and 
other environment-relat-
ed problems such as “air, 
noise, water etc.,” which 
might affect Bamunpukhu-
ri's environs.

“We want to talk about 
all these issues which con-
cern us but the proprietor 
is least bothered,” he com-
plained. Head GB Bimal 
Jigdong also informed that 
Doshehe village has no 
separate map of its own till 
date and has been included 
in Bamunpukhuri's juris-
diction map although 'a No 
Objection Certificate has 
been handed.' 

Jidong made known 
t h a t  e v e n  t h o u g h 
Bamunpukhuri village has 
inhabitants from all tribes, 

the village was one of the 
main ancestral villages of 
the Kachari community. 
The council's members in-
formed that once the four-
lane road project starts for 
their area the only by-pass 
road would be the afore-
mentioned road connect-
ing 12 other villages.

“The proposed four-
lane road is about only half 
a kilometre away and now 
all the vehicular movement 
will be through this road 
once construction starts,” 
Jigdong said in apprehen-
sion as he made motions 
gesturing to the size of the 
road. In 2015 the then par-
liamentary secretary for 
Industries and Commerce 
Amenba Yaden was report-
ed in the media as having 
stated that the government 
of Nagaland had acquired 
100 acres of land to set up 
a Mega Food Park Project 
at Khopanalla in Dimapur. 

The cost projected for 
the MFP at Doshehe village 
is informed to have been 
pegged at INR 77.96 cr. and 
the amount granted by the 
centre was stated at INR 
49.24 cr. in August 2017, ac-
cording to the MoFPI. The 
central ministry's report 
stated that an amount of 
INR 15 cr., an instalment, 
has been released for the 
project till date. 

Additionally, the de-
partment of Industries and 
Commerce has stated in its 
annual report that the MFP 
would provide for state-of-
art food processing 'entre-
preneur and producers,' 
which would include crea-
tion of infrastructure such 
as collection centres, a pri-
mary processing centre, and 
other processing units at the 
central processing centre.

Our Correspondent
Wokha, May 31 (EMN): One 
person was killed on the spot 
after a vehicle, a Mahindra 
Bolero pick-up, rolled off the 
road and plunged about 250 
ft below, some five km away 
from ‘Sanis zero point’ in 
Wokha district on Thursday.

The tragedy occurred 
around 1.40 pm. Sources 

confirmed that the person 
who was killed was iden-
tified as one Nchumbeni 
Merry of Okotso village. The 
vehicle was reported to be 
carrying ten passengers, 
including the driver and a 
two-month old infant.

Police report said that 
seven of the passengers, all 
women, were Anganwadi 

workers. They were said to 
have been returning from 
Sanis after collecting An-
ganwadi materials and were 
proceeding towards Okotso 
village. Five people were in-
jured seriously and taken 
to the community health 
centre of Sanis for first aid. 
They were later referred to 
Dimapur. 

New Delhi, May 31 (IANS): Ahead of 
next year's general elections, a united 
opposition got a major boost on Thurs-
day when it delivered a huge blow to 
the BJP, defeating it in the Kairana Lok 
Sabha by-election in Uttar Pradesh and 
Bhandara-Gondiya in Maharashtra 
while the saffron party managed to re-
tain the Palghar parliamentary seat and 
win only one out of the 10 Assembly 
seats in 10 states.

Out of the four Lok Sabha constitu-
encies that voted on May 24, the Naga-
land Lok Sabha constituency returned 
the candidate of the ruling Nagaland 
Democratic Progressive Party (NDPP), 
a BJP ally, who defeated the Naga Peo-
ple's Front (NPF) candidate.

The biggest shock for the BJP came 
from Kairana -- a seat the BJP won in 
2014 -- where the opposition had put 
up a common candidate. 

Ajit Singh's Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD) 
candidate Tabassum Hasan, supported 
by the Congress, the SP and the BSP, 
trounced the BJP's Mriganka Singh in 
Kairana in Uttar Pradesh by over 55,000 
votes. The BJP along with its allies had 
swept 73 out of the 80 Lok Sabha seats 
in Uttar Pradesh in the 2014 general 
elections and won an overwhelming 
312 seats out of a total 423 in the state 
assembly elections last year.

Along with the Kairana reverse, the 
BJP also suffered the ignominy of los-

ing the Noorpur Assembly seat to the 
Samajwadi Party in the by election in 
Uttar Pradesh. Samajwadi candidate 
Naimul Hassan defeated BJP's Avani 
Singh by over 6,200 votes.

The Kairana defeat for the BJP 
comes on top of the failure to retain 
Gorakhpur and Phulpur in the by-elec-
tions in March this year in which the 
Samajwadi candidates, with the back-
ing of BSP, had defeated BJP candidates. 

In Palghar Lok Sabha seat in Ma-
harashtra, the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) win came in a triangular fight in 
which the candidate of its sulking ally, 
the Shiv Sena, cornered a considerable 
chunk of votes. BJP's Rajendra Gavit 
defeated Shiv Sena's Srinivas Wanga by 
over 29,500 votes. 

However, the BJP candidate He-
mant Patel had to bite the dust in the 
Bhandara-Gondiya seat in the state 
with the NCP's Madhukar Kukde 
snatching the constituency that was 
won by the BJP in the 2014 poll. The 
Congress supported the NCP candidate 
in the current by poll. Kukde defeated 
Patel by over 45,000 votes.

RLD leader Jayant Chaudhary 
hoped that the combined opposition 
would keep its momentum to defeat 
the BJP in the Lok Sabha elections next 
year. "I am confident that the RLD will 
play a role in how to carry forward the 
opposition unity and alliance. What-

ever the alliance, we will play a positive 
role," he told reporters.

Of the 10 assembly seats where by-
polls were held last Thursday, the BJP 
scored just one in Uttarakhand while 
the Congress won Punjab's Shahkot, 
Karnataka's RR Nagar and Meghalaya's 
Ampati that made it the single largest 
party in the northeastern state.

The Trinamool Congress won the 
Maheshtala seat in West Bengal while 
the CPI-M candidate defeated a Con-
gress rival in Kerala's Chengannur.

Jailed politician Lalu Prasad's RJD 
defeated the ruling BJP and JD-U's joint 
candidate in Bihar's Jokihat assembly 
seat where it was more of a battle of 
prestige for the former allies - the RJD 
and the JD-U. RJD's Shahnawaz Alam 
beat a JD-U candidate by over 41,000 
votes. 

Lalu Prasad's son Tejashwi Yadav, 
a former Deputy Chief Minister, said 
the loss was a lesson for Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar who broke away from 
the anti-BJP grand alliance and joined 
hands with the BJP in Bihar.

The Jokihat assembly seat was left 
vacant after the sitting JD-U lawmaker 
quit the party and joined the RJD fol-
lowing Nitish Kumar's decision to go 
with the BJP last year.

The Jharkhand Mukti Morcha 
bagged both the Assembly seats of Silli 
and Gomia in the state.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, May 31 (EMN): Nagaland’s 
status as the second-highest consumer 
of tobacco (56.8%) in the country has 
significantly improved and moved down 
to eighth position in the country and 
seventh in the Northeast, according to 
a study conducted by Global Adult To-
bacco Survey during 2016-2017.

There is a significant decline in 
smoking – from 31.5% to 13.2% – and 
use of smokeless tobacco, from 45.3% 
to 39%. Showing some positive changes, 
the study shows that 34% adults who 
smoke cigarettes, 46% who smoke ‘bidi,’ 
which is unprocessed tobacco rolled in 
leaves and smoked, and 28% who uses 
smokeless tobacco have thought of quit-
ting tobacco use because of the warning 
label on tobacco packages.

Statistically, while there has been 

significant decrease in overall tobacco 
use, the study indicated Nagaland has 
the highest consumers of 'pan masala' 
— spiced tobacco products — standing 
at 21%. Presenting the current status and 
percentage of tobacco-use scenario in 
the state, the study shows that 'pan ma-
sala' with tobacco has the highest form 
of use with 21.1% followed by betel quid 
or 'paan' with tobacco at 17.5%; ‘khaini’ 
(tobacco kneaded and chewed) at 10.1%; 
‘bidi’ at 9.9% and 'gutkha,' which is a 
mixture of tobacco and betel nuts, with 
9.4% of users.

The statistics were presented by Dr. 
Arenla Thong, the district nodal officer 
of the National Tobacco Control Pro-
gramme (NTCP) at Kohima during the 
observation of World No Tobacco Day at 
the Naga Hospital in the capital town on 
Thursday. She said that the District To-

bacco Control Cell (DTCC) has reached 
out to 211 schools, nine colleges and four 
teaching institutes conducting publicity 
programmes.

Besides conducting competitions on 
essay writing, painting and slogan writ-
ing in various schools, she said training 
programmes have been conducted for 
teachers, health workers, enforcement 
officers, shopkeepers, hotel manag-
ers, and GBs and heads of educational 
institutes.

It was informed that a tobacco cessa-
tion centre has been set up at the Naga 
Hospital where patients are given coun-
selling, Nicotine Replacement Therapy 
and 'Smokerlyzers' to test the contents 
of carbon monoxide among smokers. 

Dr. Thong said patients are referred 
by doctors from different OPDs in the 
hospital, while some patients voluntarily 

seek help from the counselling centre. 
In Kohima district 74 schools (21 gov-
ernment and 53 private schools), seven 
colleges, two teaching institutes and 
three villages namely Gariphema, Jot-
soma and Khonoma have been declared 
tobacco-free. 24 dental clinics have also 
been declared tobacco-free. 

Medical Specialist at Naga Hospital 
Dr. Vanlalruati Nyuthe said that 40% 
of smokers will die prematurely due to 
smoking unless they quit. She explained 
in detail the risk factors of cardiovascular 
diseases associated with tobacco. 

Highlighting the benefits of quit-
ting smoking, Dr Nyuthe said smoking 
cessation reduces the risk of a second 
coronary event after 6-12 months of 
cessation while rates of first Myocardial 
Infarction  and death from coronary dis-
eases declines within the first few years 

of cessation. After 15 years of abstinence, 
the risk of new Myocardial Infarction or 
death from coronary events in former 
smokers is similar to that for those who 
have never smoked.

In commemoration of the day, the 
Kohima administration issued a no-
tification banning the sale of tobacco 
products in Kohima on Thursday.

Six enforcement teams from the 
north and south block went for checking 
enforced by guidelines laid down by the 
Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products 
Act, 2003 or COTPA 2003. A walkathon 
was organised with District Legal Serv-
ices Authority in the morning while an 
anti-tobacco slogan-writing competi-
tion was organised in three schools 
namely Little Flower Higher Secondary 
School, Holy Family Higher Secondary 
School, and Dainty Buds School.
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 27° 20°

Agartala 30° 24°

Gangtok 26° 15°

Guwahati 32° 23°

Imphal 29° 20°

Itanagar 29° 21°

Shillong 23° 17°

Delhi 45° 32°

Kolkata 35° 25°

Chennai 39° 28°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 25° 17°
DIMAPUR 31° 23°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 6mm 88%
DIMAPUR 3mm 92%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals

WEATHER
TEMPERATURE

Opportunities  
don't happen. You  

create them. 

~ Chris Grosser

Hey Dad, can I also have a 
drag? Mum is scolding me too.

Mirror Takes

Eastern Mirror wishes 
to inform our esteemed 

readers that the new 
revised rate of the 
newspaper starting 

1st June 2018 will be 
INR 5/- per copy. 
The rate revision is 

due to cost escalation 
of raw materials and 
logistics in lieu of 

GST implementation. 
Eastern Mirror hopes 
that our dear readers 

will continue to 
support our endeavour 
to provide more news 

and more truth.

NOTICE

~ Arien
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Ampati, May 31 (IANS): The 
opposition Congress retained 
the Ampati Assembly seat in 
Meghalaya on Thursday by 
a margin of over 3,000 votes, 
officials said.

With this victory, the 
Congress has increased its 
strength to 21 and emerged 
as the single largest party in 
the 60-member Meghalaya 
assembly.

The ruling National Peo-
ple’s Party which is heading 
the Meghalaya Democratic 
Alliance government has 20 
members and is supported by 
seven members of the United 
Democratic Party, four from 
People’s Democratic Front, 
two each from Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party and Hill State People’s 
Democratic Party, one Nation-
alist Congress Party besides 
two Independents.

Chief Electoral Officer Fre-
derick Roy Kharkongor said 
Congress’ candidate Miani 
Dalbot Shira secured 14,259 
votes, while her nearest rival 

Clement Momin of the ruling 
National People’s Party bagged 
the 11,068 votes.

Miani is the eldest daugh-
ter of Leader of Opposition 
and former Chief Minister 
Mukul Sangma, who had rep-
resented the Ampati assembly 
constituency for six consecu-
tive times.

Independent candidate 
Subhankar Koch could muster 
only 360 votes.

The victory margin of the 
Congress candidate was 3,191 
votes.

The by-poll on May 28 
was necessitated after Mukul 
Sangma relinquished the seat 
in March after he was elected 
from here as well as Songsak 
assembly constituency defeat-
ing senior NPP leader Nihim 
Dalbot Shira. 

Interestingly, the BJP did 
not field its candidate, despite 
Bakul Hajong, who lost the 
February 27 assembly polls, 
was keen to contest the by-
poll.

Vivian Longki Rongpi
Diphu, May 31: A small village in Karbi 
Anglong in Assam is caught between two 
maladies that they wish the authorities 
of the area would address: a bridge and a 
road or the lack of them. The lack of said 
facilities for the area continues to trouble 
especially Borlangpher model village, 
particularly during emergencies and 
heavy seasons besides adding to com-
muting woes for the villagers. 

Borlangpher model village was estab-
lished in 1976 in Lumbajong constituency 
of Assam. It shares borders with Hojai 
district, which is about half a kilometre 
from the village. The village is about 7 
kilometres from Lumding town in Hojai 
district and about 30 km from Diphu, the 
headquarters of Karbi Anglong district.

There is no proper bridge for com-
muters from Borlangpher except for a 
temporary wooden bridge that has been 
built across Borlangpher River. The bridge 
is the lifeline for the villagers. It is every-
day that commuters including school 
students and women cross the bridge to 
reach the market. However, the bridge is 
not the only issue for them. Another prob-
lem for them is the lack of proper road. 
For instance, ambulances can reach only 
halfway to the village whenever there are 
medical emergencies.

An interaction with an elder from 
the village brought to fore the miserable 
condition of the villagers owing to their 
not having a proper road or a bridge. The 
elder, Ronald Teron, informed the Eastern 
Mirror that the village was set up in 1976. 
Yet, the villagers continue to face hard-
ships due to lack of said facilities. 

Teron informed also about a com-
munity initiative that the villagers under-
took. Without taking help from the Karbi 
Anglong Autonomous Council, the area’s 
administration, the villagers constructed 
a wooden bridge in 2017. The bridge 
is not only for villagers of Borlangpher 
model village but a lifeline to different 
communities including neighbours 
Reang, Chakma, Garo, Tripuri, and Nepali 
communities whose villages are nearby. 

‘Sometimes, swelling currents of the 
river sweep away the bridge. It is then 
that we face a lot of hardships. Due to 
lack of proper road connectivity we can-
not take vehicles to our village,’ the elder 
explained. Further, the villagers are said to 
have requested the authorities to pave a 
proper road which the people of the area 
need, besides a bridge, Teron said. 

It was during the previous Assam 
legislative assembly elections that po-
litical parties took their campaign to the 
village. They are said to have assured the 
villagers a bridge ‘for better communica-
tion but till now no such promises had 
been fulfilled.’ 

When queried whether or not the lo-
cal legislator Sum Ronghang had visited 
the area, the elder said that the former 
had, during an election campaign. He 
reportedly assured construction of a road 
and a bridge for the people of the area. 
That said, the villager explained, after 
winning the election said legislator has 
yet to visit the village, Teron complained.

Borlangpher is well-known for its 
vegetables. Green produce from Borlang-
pher’s regions are exported to other parts 
of the district and the state. 

Shillong, May 31 (IANS): Chief Minis-
ter Conrad Sangma on Thursday said 
that the defeat of his ruling National 
People’s Party (NPP) to the opposition 
Congress in the Ampati Assembly by-
poll will not create political instability 
for his coalition government.

Conrad, who is still a Lok Sabha 
member from Tura constituency, 
voiced confidence that his state gov-
ernment will complete its full term.

“Congress’ victory in Ampati will 
not affect us (MDA government). We 
are working together... and will com-
plete our term.” 

On the other hand, Leader of Op-
position and former Chief Minister 
Mukul Sangma dubbed the Megha-
laya Democratic Alliance government 
as an “ad-hoc government” whose 
Chief Minister is yet to be elected to 
the Assembly.

Asked if he will stake claim to form 

the government, Mukul Sangma told 
IANS: “You know how the politics in 
Meghalaya is. Naturally, there will 
be a political upheaval as the people 
across the country have given their 
mandate to the BJP. Certainly here 
too. We (Congress) are keeping our 
cards close to our chest.” 

The Congress with Thursday’s win 
has increased its MLAs’ tally to 21 and 
emerged as the single-largest party in 
the 60-member Assembly.

Congress candidate Miani Dalbot 
Shira defeated her nearest NPP rival 
Clement Momin by 3,191 votes. 

The NPP has 20 members in the 
Assembly, and is supported by United 
Democratic Party (seven), People’s 
Democratic Front (four), Bharatiya 
Janata Party and Hill State People’s 
Democratic Party (two each), Nation-
alist Congress Party (one), besides two 
Independents.

Agartala, May 31 (IANS): 
Tripura’s Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP)-led coalition 
government on Thursday 
raised compensation up 
to Rs 3 lakh for women 
victims of various crimes, 
a minister said after a state 
cabinet meeting.

“The state government 
has decided to enhance 
compensation for the 
women victims of vari-
ous crimes. The minimum 
compensation would be Rs 
50,000 and the maximum 
Rs 3 lakh, considering the 
nature of crime,” state Edu-
cation and Law Minister 
Ratan Lal Nath told the 
media.

The cabinet meeting 
was chaired by Chief Min-
ister Biplab Kumar Deb.

He said: “We did not 
change the compensation 

of Rs 3 lakh for the acid at-
tack victims decided earlier 
by the previous Left Front 
government. But for the 
rape cases and victims of 
other crimes, the compen-
sation has been raised to 
Rs 2 lakh.”

The cabinet also added 
various other categories of 
crime against women who 
would also be given the 
compensation at different 
rates, he added.

Nath said the state gov-
ernment had also recently 
received Rs 1.15 crore from 
the Central Victim Com-
pensation Fund (CVCF). 

In October 2015, the 
Union Home Ministry had 
introduced the CVCF with 
an initial corpus of Rs 200 
crore to enable support to 
victims of various attacks 
and crimes.

Agartala, May 31 (IANS): The 
Bharatiya Janata Party-led al-
liance government in Tripura 
would soon submit a Special 
Leave Petition (SLP) before the 
Supreme Court to extend the 
services of 10,323 government 
teachers for two more years, a 
minister said here on Thursday 
after a cabinet meeting.

On March 29 last year, the 
Supreme Court had upheld 
a Tripura High Court verdict 
to terminate the services of 
10,323 government teachers on 
grounds of wrongdoing.

But following the appeal 
of the previous Left Front gov-
ernment, the apex court had 
extended their services up to 
June this year.

“The state cabinet today 
(Thursday) decided to submit 
an SLP before the Supreme 
Court to extend the services of 
10,323 government teachers 
up to June 2020. If their serv-
ices are not extended, lakhs of 
students would be deprived 
of getting proper education in 
4,928 government schools,” 
Education and Law Minister 
Ratan Lal Nath told the media.

He said that already the 
state government has vacant 
posts of 12,222 teachers and 
these posts could not be filled 
up as there are huge shortages 
of qualified candidates with 
professional degrees.

The Minister said that the 
state has only six B.Ed (Bach-

elor of Education) colleges to 
provide professional degrees 
and diploma to the would be 
teachers.

According to the minister, 
currently 40,658 teachers are 
providing education to 7.29 
lakh students in 4,928 govern-
ment schools.

The BJP government earlier 
urged the Centre for a one-time 
relaxation in academic and 
other qualifications to facilitate 
recruitment of 12,222 teachers 
to overcome their shortage in 
the state.

Chief Minister Biplab Ku-
mar Deb recently met the 
Prime Minister’s Principal Sec-
retary Nripendra Mishra in 
New Delhi and took up the 

teachers’ recruitment issue.
“Deb told Mishra that if the 

Human Resource Develop-
ment Ministry did not relax the 
academic and other qualifica-
tions of teachers as laid down 
by the NCTE (National Coun-
cil For Teacher Education), 
the state would not be able to 
recruit 12,222 teachers,” an 
official posted in the Chief Min-
ister’s Office (CMO) here said.

According to the Right of 
the Child to Free and Com-
pulsory Education (RTE) Act 
of 2009 and NCTE guidelines, 
Teachers Eligibility Test (TET) 
is mandatory for recruitment 
of teachers in government 
schools.

To appear for the TET, the 

candidate ought to have 50 per 
cent marks in certain subjects 
and a Bachelor’s degree or 
Diploma in Elementary Educa-
tion or Diploma in Education.

The HRD Ministry had 
earlier relaxed the minimum 
qualification norms for teach-
ers, as notified by the NCTE, for 
Assam and West Bengal. 

The teachers’ recruitment 
was a key political issue ahead 
of the February 18 Assembly 
elections in Tripura as the Su-
preme Court had upheld a 
Tripura High Court verdict to 
terminate the services of 10,323 
government teachers on the 
ground of discrepancies dur-
ing the rule of the Left Front 
government.

Agartala/Guwahati, May 31 
(IANS): Banking operations 
continue to be badly affected 
in Tripura, Assam and other 
northeastern states for the sec-
ond consecutive day on Thurs-
day as most branches of major 
banks remained closed due to a 
nation-wide employees’ strike.

Reports from various north-
eastern states said that banking 
services except those of the 
Regional Rural Banks and Co-
operative banks continued to 
be badly affected in all the eight 
northeastern states.

Many branches of the pri-
vate banks remained closed on 

Wednesday and Thursday due 
to the pressure of the agitating 
bank employees’ organisations.

Leaders of the striking em-
ployees claimed that the re-
sponse of the bank strike is 
tremendous in all northeastern 
states.

Currencies in most of the 
ATMs (Automated Teller Ma-
chines) were exhausted, causing 
huge problems for the people 
specially those from the trading 
communities.

All India Bank Officers Con-
fideration Tripura state Secre-
tary Sanjay Datta also echoed 
the views of Modak. 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, May 31 (EMN): The All India 
Gramin Dak Sevak Union (AIGDSU) Ma-
nipur division of Northeast circle staged 
one-day hunger strike at the general post 
complex in Imphal on Thursday. The hun-
ger strike was conducted as a part of the 
ongoing nationwide strike which entered 
its 10th day. As a result, postal services in 
rural areas of Manipur, particularly in the 
interiors, have been paralysed.

The main demand of AIGDSU, which 
launched an indefinite strike on May 22, 
is to implement Kamlesh Chandra Com-
mittee report on pay revision of Gramin 
Dak Sevaks (GDS) of the postal workers. 
Around 1900 GDS working across the 
districts of Manipur are supporting the 
strike. Earlier GDS are known as Extra De-
partmental Agent.

 “We will continue our strike until and 
unless our demands are fulfil,”said S Pa-
rikhuman, the advisor of AIGDSU.

Echoing a similar sentiment, President 
W Ibohalbi and Secretary S Yaima of AIGD-
SU of Manipur division also informed that 

the GDS plays a big role for the smooth 
functioning of postal services in the state 
despite having their low pay structures.

“GDS has no seriority list not to speak 
of pension schemes,” added Yaima, “but 
we’re told that it will be reflected once the 
new committee report is implemented.”

The strike has affected mainly two 
categories of people- pensioners, and 
persons with disabilities and senior citi-
zens who received their pension amounts 
at the 630 branch offices and 56 sub-post 
offices in Manipur. It is also affecting 
those who have been provided seasonal 
employment under the Mahatma Gandhi 
National Rural Employment Guarantee 
Scheme besides other customers of 
postal life insurances, Sukanya Samriddi 
accounts and such.

Even delivery of postal articles includ-
ing letters from the Public Service Com-
mission that has to be delivered to various 
government departments and delivery of 
passports have also been currently been 
affected, due to the strike and the day’s 
hunger strike.

EM Images

The temporary wooden bridge that has been built across Borlangpher River.

Mirror Crossword 1835sud0ku 1675
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1834

ACROSS
1. Expanse above the atmosphere
6. Narrow opening
10. Credit or playing, for example
14. Keyboard instrument
15. Chopping tools
16. Jai ____, sport
17. Equals
18. Palestinian “Strip” in the middle 

east
19. Select by ballot
20. Mirror used in optical equipment
22. Large African animals with a 

nose horn
24. Electrical engineering group
25. Uncontrolled physical force or 

action
26. Actress ______ Plummer
29. Lairs
30. 60s dancers
31. First-hand accounts
37. Fragrance
39. Library (abbrev.)
40. Measure equal to 1 cubic meter
41. Unmindful
44. “____ la Douce”
45. Spoke
46. Ancient Palestine
48. Downhill ski races
52. Recovery from disease
53. Bowels
54. City councillor
58. Destruction
59. Writer ____ St. Vincent Millay
61. Inexperienced
62. Not closed
63. Focuses light
64. South American mountain range
65. A Persian goddess
66. Break
67. Mixes 

DOWN
1. Soaks or saturates
2. Prepare (abbrev.)
3. US writer James ____
4. Malignant tumor
5. Followed
6. Indistinct
7. Test
8. French for “Nose”
9. Russian for “Empress”
10. Trivial objection
11. Without company
12. Boca _____, Florida 
13. Cease living (archaic)

21. Not fatty
23. Multitudes
25. “Action words”
26. Food thickener
27. Not less
28. Highly excited
29. Withered
32. European shad fish
33. Travelling from place to place
34. Actress Miles or WW2 singer 

Lynn
35. Late humorist ____ Bombeck
36. Actor ____ Connery
38. Criminal setting of fires 

42. Maidens
43. Iraqi missile
47. Sporting venues
48. Young cod
49. Magnifying glass
50. Foreign
51. A rare girl’s name
52. Grip firmly
54. X-Men actress ____ Paquin
55. French for “Noon”
56. Affirm
57. Loch ____, Scotland
60. A study

solutions to suD0ku 1674

Congress wins Ampati 
assembly seat in Meghalaya 

Road-less Karbi Anglong village 
wants govt. to bridge the gaps     

Congress victory in Meghalaya will 
not create political instability — CM

Tripura raises compensation 
for women victims of crimes

Tripura to move SC for extension to over 10,000 teachersStrike hits banking services 
in north-eastern states

AIGDSU stages one-day 
hunger strike in Manipur
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State home commissioner, Ramakrishnan, speaking at the farewell programme in honour of two 
outgoing officers in Kohima on May 31.

Teachers union condemn 
‘harassment’ against member

Home department bids 
farewell to outgoing officers 

NPF party congratulates Tokheho

Organisations condemn rape

SSA teachers to launch 
3rd phase agitation
Dimapur, May 31 (EMN): With no posi-
tive response from the government, Na-
galand Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan Teachers’ 
Association (NSSATA) has decided to 
initiate its third phase of agitation from 
June 6 in the form of sit-in protest at the 
directorate of education department. 

In this regards, the association has 
directed members from all the districts 
to gather at the directorate of school 
education, Kohima, on June 6 at 8 am 
sharp.

The NSSATA 2010 & 2013 batch 
claimed that they are undergoing untold 
difficulties owing to the indifferent atti-
tude of the department from the time of 
appointment till date. 

The association has sought support 
from all right thinking citizens as they 
strive for the welfare of the aggrieved 
teachers. The association further reaf-
firmed to continue with the different 

phase of agitations till justice is deliv-
ered.

Meanwhile, the association has 
unanimously decided to resume its 
second phase agitation beginning from 
June 1 to 5. The decision to this effect 
was taken during a joint meeting of the 
central and district executive members 
held on May 30.

The association press release stated 
that its officials had met the advisor of 
education department on May 1, while 
on May 3, the association, on invitation, 
had a consultative meeting with the 
state chief secretary on May 3. It added 
that the association had a meeting with 
the director on May 10 and 12.

As the department was unable to 
give any substantial response, the asso-
ciation had initiated its first the second 
phase agitations in the form of pen down 
strike and boycotting of class. 

Dimapur, May 31 (EMN): 
Opposition Naga People’s 
Front (NPF) has con-
gratulated Tokheho Yep-
thomi, consensus can-
didate of the NDPP led 
People’s Democratic Al-
liance (PDA), on his suc-
cess in the Lok Sabha by-
election. The NPF party 
hoped that he would work 
with all determination to 
fulfil the expectation of 
the Naga people.

The NPF has issued 
this press release after 
the meeting of NPF legis-
lature party held on May 
31 at the residence of its 
leader, TR Zeliang, at Di-
mapur.

NPF party has con-
veyed profound gratitude 
to the electorates of Na-
galand for extending their 

support and voting in fa-
vour of NPF candidate, C 
Apok Jamir during the Lok 
Sabha bye-election held 
on May 28.

It has acknowledged 
all genuine voters, though 
lesser in number, for vot-
ing for its party candi-
date in the Lok Sabha 
by-elections despite un-
precedented proxy-voting 
and booth-capturing by 
the PDA alliance which 
had rocketed the overall 
voting percentage despite 
low voters turn-out,

It has also appreciated 
all the rank and file of the 
party for the selfless serv-
ice and sacrifice rendered 
towards the successful 
conduct of the by-elec-
tions in the state.

It reiterated that the 

final settlement to the 
Indo-Naga political is-
sue would continue to be 
its top-most priority and 
the same be manifested 
and pursued by the party 
with utmost sincerity and 
commitment until the 
matter is brought to its 
logical conclusion.

Meanwhile, the NPF 
party has denied the 
statement of the state 
chief minister, Neiphiu 
Rio, who reportedly stat-
ed that NPF party is divid-
ed into three groups. The 
NPF legislature party reit-
erated and declared that 
the party would remain 
united under the leader-
ship of TR Zeliang, leader 
of the NPF legislature par-
ty, and its party president 
Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu.

Dimapur, May 31 (EMN): 
Mokokchung unit of the 
All Nagaland Govern-
ment Primary Teacher’s 
Association (ANGPTA) 
has voiced out against 
the alleged ‘harassment’ 
meted to a polling offi-
cial at Kubza village, the 
polling station- 13 under 
26 Aonglenden assembly 
constituency in Mokokc-
hung. 

The press release 
signed by the ANGPTA’s 
vice president and gen-
eral secretary addressed 
to the District Election 
Officer (DEO) has ap-
pealed the DEO to take 
stern action against the 
culprit leading to the 
‘harassment’ of its mem-
ber who was a primary 

school teacher. The said 
victim was assigned for 
election duty on May 
28 at the stated village 
where the incident took 
place.  

Condemning the 
barbaric act meted to its 
member, ANGPTA has 
appealed to the author-
ity in concerned to take 
up the matter seriously. 
The association has de-
manded probe into the 
incident and arrest the 
perpetrators as per the 
law. 

The association fur-
ther urged upon the ad-
ministration to provide 
adequate security for the 
officials deputed by the 
government in the near 
future.

Dimapur, May 31 (EMN): 
Nagaland State Commis-
sion for Women (NSCW) 
has strongly condemned 
the rape committed on a 
minor girl in Mon town 
on May 30. A NSCW 
press release issued by 
its chairperson, Dr. Tem-
sula Ao, stated that the 
accused person, now re-
portedly under police 
custody, must be tried 
under the strictest provi-
sions of POCSO Act and 
given the maximum pun-
ishment accordingly. It 
also demanded that the 
government authorities 
must extend swift medi-
cal treatment to the victim 
and also offer restorative 
justice to the entire family.

In a separate state-
ment, Mon Area Students’ 
Union (MASU) has vehe-

mently condemned the 
rape of a minor girl by one 
Rahul Sen, son of Subrata 
Sen of Namrup Bengal 
Goan in Dibrugarh, As-
sam. The union has ap-
pealed to concerned law 
enforcing agencies to 
award befitting punish-
ment to the accused per-
son as per the law. The 
union president, T Phong-
wang, and the general 
secretary, M Shakwang, 
have appealed the public 
to refrain from violence 
but observe the steps tak-
en by the administration.

Meanwhile, the Yuch-
ing Students’ Union (YSU) 
has warned those individ-
uals, who have circulated 
the fake picture and in-
formation about the rape 
of minor girl in Mon town 
without proper knowl-

Zbto. SSA teachers to hold meeting
Zunheboto unit of the Nagaland SSA Teachers’ Association 
(NSSATA) has convened a meeting an emergency meeting on 
June 2 at 10 am at SKK conference hall, Zunheboto. The unit 
president, Kanato Chophi, has requested all the SSA teachers 
of 2010/13 batch under Zunheboto SDEO and Aghunato 
SDEO to attend the meeting positively.

Municipal affairs inform BSUP beneficiaries
Directorate of Municipal Affairs has informed all beneficiaries 
of BSUP flats at K Badze, Kohima, who have made payment 
in advance to occupy the allotted flats and pay the balance 
amount, to contact the in-charge Kekhriengulie Angami 
in the directorate of Municipal Affairs located below AG 
office in AG Colony, Kohima, during office hour from June 
1. Head of department, Dr. Toshimanen Ozukum further 
stated that other beneficiaries selected for Meriema and 
Ruziezou locations would informed through media in due 
course of time. 

NSCN (IM) mourns demise of official
NSCN (IM) has mourned the demise of Hulang Pame, 
member of steering committee, who passed away on May 
3 at his residence in Samziuram village after a prolong 
illness. Hulang Pame, son of Dineikam Pame from Zeme 
tribe, joined the Naga national service (NNC) in 1956. 
Subsequently, he was appointed as the political organiser 
of NSCN (IM) in January 1992 and elevated to steering 
committee member in 2016. NSCN (IM) through its MIP 
lamented that his demise has brought irreparable loss to the 
nation. The organisation has further conveyed condolence 
to the bereaved family members and prayed for the 
departed soul to rest in peace.

NHM to hold hearts screening prog.
In the interest of the public, National Health Mission 
(NHM), in collaboration with Shija Hospitals Imphal, has 
announced to organise a free heart screening at IMDH 
(District Hospital), Mokokchung, on June 9. NHM would 
also conduct a free heart screening at Naga Hospital 
Authority Kohima (NHAK) on June 12 in collaboration with 
SKY Hospital and Research Centre, Imphal. In this regard, 
the mission director has requested all concerned citizens to 
avail the opportunity. It informed that children within the 
age group of 0-18 years of age detected with heart diseases 
would be provided free treatment at Shija Hospitals and 
Research Institute, Imphal, and SKY Hospital and Research 
Centre, Imphal.

NEWS IN BRIEF

LOST NOTICE
Name: MS Gayatri Projects Ltd

Regd. No: NL 01Q 9904
Chassis No: 

MAT448179G3P28767
Engine No: 61M63563757

Type of Body: Tipper
Makers Name: TATA Motors 

Ltd
Colour: White

Stolen Date: 15/01/18 Night
Location: Zubza High Way D-
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AFFIDAVITRegd. No.1280/2018                                                           Dated: 21/03/2018
I, Mrs. LOCHIN GRACE KHIAMNIUNGAN alias LOCHINGRACE, D/O. CHANTA 
KHIAMNIUNGAN alias  CHANDA KHEMN, resident of Ward-11,Chumukedima, Dist-  
Dimapur, Nagaland, do hereby solemnly affirm and declare on oath as under:-

1. That I am a bonafide Indian Citizen and resides at the above stated place.
2. That my name and father’s name is appearing as LOCHINGRACE and 

CHANDA KHEMN in my HSSLC Certificate bearing SL.NO.12644, Roll. No. 
1683654, Dated-03/05/2016 but in all my other documents, my name and father’s 
name is appearing as LOCHIN GRACE KHIAMNIUNGAN and CHANTA 
KHIAMNIUNGAN it is true and correct.

3. Whereas, LOCHIN GRACE KHIAMNIUNGAN alias LOCHINGRACE, and 
CHANTA KHIAMNIUNGAN alias CHANDA KHEMN refers to my/father’s 
name, or the same and one (1) person (s) only.

4. That henceforth my/father’s name LOCHIN GRACE KHIAMNIUNGAN and 
CHANTA KHIAMNIUNGAN shall be used for all official purposes and intents.

5. That this affidavit is made to rectify my/father’s different names and through these 
presents and strength be it know to all concern and make commission/acceptance/
change of my/father’s name as stated above for all my Official/Bank purposes and 
intents.

That the above mentioned statements declared by me are true and correct to the best of my 
knowledge and belief and no material is concealed therein

DEPONENT
Solemnly sworn and declared before me on this 21st day of March 2018
K. TUNGOE
NOTARY PUBLIC

D-5468

 I, Sentila Longkumer 
Panger (Old Name) shall 

be known as Sentila 
Longkumer (New Name) by 

Affidavit No.139/18, 
Date: 31/05/18. D-
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CHANGE OF NAME

BRETHREN 
BOYS HOSTEL
Near Mohonkhola, Traffic 
Point, Old Ministers’ Hill

Walking distance for 
Ministers’ Hill Higher 

Secondary School, Mount 
Sinai Higher Secondary 

School, MITE and MCK.
CONTACT NUMBER:

+91 9862519026, 
+91 9402717927, 
+91 7641842122.

K-1739

Office of the
Ao Students’ Conference (AKM)

Hq: Mokokchung
~ FELICITATION ~

The Ao Students’ Conference (AKM) extend our heartiest congratulation to the 
Toppers and all the successful candidates of Ao Students in the recently declared 
HSLC & HSSLC examination 2018 for bringing laurels and pride to the Ao 
Community in particular and the Nagas  in general. We especially would like to 
congratulate as follows. 

1. Sangerbenla Tzudir HSLC Top 6
2. Wangshirenla Longkumer HSLC Top 8
3. Sentilong Walling HSLC top 12
4. Yarenbenla HSLC Top 17
5. Chubakatila Jamir HSLC Top 18
6. Akuminla Pongentsur HSSLC Arts Top 8
7. Lidynaro Changkilati HSSLC Arts Top 9
8. Limasangla Walling HSSLC Science Top 7

The AKM also congratulates all the successful students’ who have passed out 
with flying colours. Further the AKM take this privilege to thank all the parents, 
teachers and school authority who have been through all times, nurtured and 
moulded these students to achieve this success.
Your achievements have made us all proud.

Sd/-
Imkongwati

President
Ao Kaketshir Mungdang (AKM)

Sd/-
Impoksula

Education Secretary
Ao Kaketshir Mungdang

DP-425

CAPITAL TRAINING INSTITUTE & COACHING CENTRE
NEAR T.C.P. GATE KOHIMA (ESTD: 1989)  9402831939/9436201083

We offer:-
1.    Coaching for Class 10 Repeaters in all subjects.
2.    Coaching for  Class 12 (Arts &Commerce) in all subjects
3.    Coaching for NPSC ,UPSC(Prelims-2018-19) SSC and other competitive  exams.
4.    Montessori Teacher’s Training (PERI)  3.  Spoken English.
5.    Computer courses:-  (DCA,DTP)
6.    Stenography & Typewriting  7.   Cutting & Tailoring 
8.    Embroidery    9.   Knitting
NB: Tuition for class 11& 12 Maths.

(Hostel Available for both boys &Girls)

ADMISSION

K-1740

Government of India
Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment

Department of Social Justice and Empowerment
Senior Citizen Division

Subject: Vayoshreshtha Samman 2018 (National  
  Awards for Senior Citizens)-notice  
  regarding extension of closing date for  
  receipt of nominations.
In partial modification of this Ministry’s 

advertisement published on 05.05.2018 on the subject 
mentioned above, it is notified for information of 
all concerned that the closing date for receipt of 
nominations in the Ministry of Social Justice and 
Empowerment has been extended upto 30.06.2018 
(Thirtieth June 2018). 

(Rajesh Kumar)
Under Secretary to the Govt. of India 

Tel: 23070095
Davp 38101/11/0029/1819

M.G.M. College
Near SEWAK Main Gate 

Midland, Dimapur.
Under the aegis of St.Thomas Mission Society Regd.No.SRC/HOME-6028

Phone no.248419 / 9856001335.
Affiliated to Nagaland University (NU/CDE/C-72/2014-1138)

E-mail:mgmctedimapur@gmail.com
Website: www.mgmctedimapur.org

Principal. 

ADMISSION CLOSED FOR B.A (HONOURS- 
POLITICAL SCIENCE)

SPOT ADMISSION GOING ON FOR 
1. B.A (General) 
2. B.A (Hon) in Education, English and Sociology (15 

seats each available)
Office hours (9 am to 1.30pm).

Classes will commence from 06/06/2018.

DP-424

The Nagaland State Co-operative Bank Ltd.
(Sponsored & Financed by the Govt. of Nagaland)

Ref: NSCB/HO/Admn/Recruitment/479/17    Date: 31.05.2018 

NOTIFICATION
In continuation to Advertisement No. NSCB/HO/ADMN/Recruitment/479/17 DT 
15.12.2017 and subsequent Written Test held on 18 March 2018 and Viva Voce held on 26 
April 2018, the following Roll Nos. are hereby declared qualified for appointment to the 
Post of Technical Supervisor, Technical Assistant and Banking Assistant on the basis of the 
marks obtained in written test and viva voce, in order of Merit: 

1. Technical Supervisor: 
 SI. No. Roll No. 
 1. TS-101 
Panel List:
 1.  TS-119 
2. Technical Assistant: 
 SI. No. Roll No. 
 1. TA-142 
 2. TA-124 
 3. TA-159 
Panel List:
 1. TA-156 
 2. TA-109 
3. Banking Assistant: 
 SI. No. Roll No. 
 1. BA-118 
 2. BA-333 
 3. BA-217 
 4. BA-537 
 5. BA-325 
Panel List:
 1. BA-383 
 2. BA-279 

The selected candidates are hereby advised to report at the Bank’s Head Office with 
Xerox copies of all documents in support of their candidatures on 14 & 15 June 2018 from 
11.00 am for obtaining the appointment orders which will be issued on submission of 
required documents and the selected candidates are required to join within 18 to 20 June 
2018. In case, any selected candidates fail to report/join by 20 June 2018, the next offer 
will be given from the panel list according to the merit and the panel list will be valid for a 
period of 6 (six) months only. 

Sd/- 
Imtilemba Longkumer 

Managing Director DG-745

CONTACT:7085605328, 8259060800 K-1738

Dimapur, May 31 (EMN): 
State government has 
accorded farewell to re-
tiring officers namely 
Chonthungo Kikon, sec-
retary of home (prison), 
and Kehrieselie, secre-
tary (police & political) 
on May 31 in the office of 
the home commissioner. 

The two retiring offic-
ers have served the state 
government in various 
capacities during their 
35 years of service. The 
farewell programme was 
marked by short speech-
es delivered by Rovilatuo 

Mor, home secretary 
(GAB), printing & sta-
tionary and NSDMA; 
SR Saranavan, special 
secretary of home (po-
lice/political); and Ram-
akrishnan, home com-
missioner.

The state home com-
missioner has expressed 
gratitude to the two out-
going officers for their 
sincere and dedicated 
service rendered to the 
state government and 
further wished them the 
best and happy retired 
life. 

The outgoing offic-
ers, in their speeches, 
have thanked the de-
partment for organising 
the programme in their 
honour. The farewell 
program was chaired 
by K Libanthung Lotha, 
secretary of Home (SAB).

edge.
The union president, 

Ponwang Konyak, and the 
general secretary, Phoe 
Konyak, have urged all to 
restrain from spreading 
such propagandas and 
appealed not to give an 
ear to such unauthentic 
and unreliable informa-
tion.
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Let Us Wait
J

umping to conclusion well before the real event 
taking place is often misleading. Unfortunately, 
the politicos of our country are affected by this 
syndrome. The moment they sense that some-

thing may happen in the near future, they come out 
with various opinions and analysis without any delay. 
Most of the times, all such half-backed observations 
create confusions and wrong impressions. But our po-
litical leaders have stubbornly refused to learn any les-
sons from such incidents. Rather, they are always keen 
to express their opinions. These days they even make 
comments on matters which are under legal scrutiny. 
For example, till now the culprits of the Bofors bribery 
scandal are at large, though it ensured the downfall of 
former prime minister Rajiv Gandhi. Enough tears were 
shed for the anti-Sikh riots in 1984 in wake of the assas-
sination of the then prime minister Indira Gandhi, but 
no one has so far been punished for the crime. Same 
is the case with Gujarat riots in 2002. The 2G spectrum 
allocation scam, 2010 Commonwealth Games scam or 
take any other offence, the culprits are all roaming free. 
But talks about those violations are still continuing. 
Blame game is going on despite being nowhere near 
the truth. It seems more confusion, more debates only 
mean more leeway for the offenders. But our politicos 
are undeterred.

The most recent example of reaching to conclu-
sions well ahead of logical culmination is the manner 
in which various political parties and its leaders have 
expressed their views about the acceptance of Rash-
triya Swayamsevak Sangh’s(RSS) invitation by former 
president Pranab Mukherjee. The matter is very simple. 
Every year RSS invites one prominent personality to de-
liver a lecture. Mainly, RSS over the years used to invite 
those personalities who are supportive of its Hindutva 
ideology. But this year, RSS made an exception by invit-
ing Mukherjee, a bitter critic of the Sangh-brand of Hin-
dutva and a politician who is all for Indian plurality. Un-
doubtedly it is a welcome change and truly according 
to Indian culture. There is nothing wrong in sharing the 
stage with people having different views as long as one 
sticks to his expressed views. Definitely, Mukherjee will 
have to face a lot of criticism if he suddenly changes his 
position and starts supporting RSS. On the other hand, 
the former president should be lauded if he can point 
out the flaws in the organisation’s concept about India. 
India was never for the Hindus only. India is never for 
the Hindus alone and it will never be a theocratic state. 
India will always remain a secular, democratic country. 
This is the message that Mukherjee will have to deliver 
to the RSS. By inviting someone like Pranab Mukherjee, 
RSS has already indicated that it is now willing to listen 
to other views. Yet, it is too early to predict whether the 
organisation will ensure any changes in its ideology or 
not? But a beginning has been made. RSS has realised 
that it cannot ignore the other voices especially at a 
time when its political wing the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) is in power at the Centre and as well as in 20 states 
of the country. It can no longer talk about one particu-
lar religion. So it is better to refrain ourselves from mak-
ing any comments till the former president delivers his 
speech. Premature and unnecessary observations will 
lead us nowhere.    

We rest well when we’re in the loving 
arms and perfect will of God.

y friend and I sat in the sand, near the 
ever-rhythmic ocean. As the sun sank in 
the distance, wave after wave curled, 
paused and then rippled toward our ex-

tended toes, stopping just short each time. “I love the 
ocean,” she smiled. “It moves so I don’t have to.”

What a thought! So many of us struggle to stop. We 
do, do, do and go, go, go, somehow afraid that if we 
cease our efforts we will cease to be. Or that by stopping 
we will expose ourselves to the ever-present realities we 
work to keep at bay.

In Psalm 46:8–9, God flexes His omnipotent mus-
cles, putting His power on display. “Come and see what 
the Lord has done . . . . He makes wars cease to the ends 
of the earth. He breaks the bow and shatters the spear; 
he burns the shields with fire.” God is a busy God, who 
works to create calm within the chaos of our days.

And then in verse 10 we read, “Be still, and know that 
I am God.”

Of course it’s possible to know God while running 
here and there. But the psalmist’s invitation to cease 
striving beckons us into a different kind of knowing. A 
knowing that we can stop—and still be—because God 
never stops. A knowing that it is God’s power that gives 
us ultimate value, protection, and peace.

Dear God, help me to find my rest in You.

Diseases of Church and its Remedies

Appreciation to the PWD (Roads & Bridges) Nagaland

Moral Dilemma: A Good Person,  
A Good Politician, or A Moral Politician

T
he Church is like a living organism, it can be 
healthy or sick. If  the disease is not treated on 
time, it can be fatal. It is up to us to take steps 
to cure it. Churches die if  the disease weak-

ens her life to function further. The body of  Christ be-
comes diseased if  the members of  the Church contin-
ue to be sinners. The community, size of  the building, 
national thinking on religion, denominations, legality, 
bad theological teachings, non biblical priorities, in-
corporating secular leadership ideas, poor programs 
can cause illness in the Church. The Church growth 
movement is working hard to diagnose and measure 
those diseases. 

There are seven diseases, one is terminal and the 
rest are non-terminal.

1. Ghost Town Diseases is found in Churches of  
rural areas especially in dying communities. Some rural 
population is decreasing because the young generations 
are migrating to the urban area. Though they are fewer 
in number yet they must experience internal growth in 
worship. They may not have opportunities for outreach 
mission yet they can still support mission work through 
prayers and finances. As it is a terminal disease so they 
have the opportunity for internal growth and eventually 
can die with dignity.            

2. People’s Blindness disease occurs when Chris-
tians fails to see the distinctiveness of  the various 
groups of  people. It is a problem of  failing to accept 
people as different. Different people are reached for 
Christ in diverse ways. Churches usually sensitize the 
young people then the single, widowed and divorced. 
They are mixed with the rest of  the congregation and 
are blinded towards the weak and needy. Further, when 
the Church refuses to a part of  a new culture, they suf-
fer people’s blindness. The old believers do not want to 
change traditional ways of  worship activities. The an-
swer to people’s blindness is to open the eyes of  Chris-

tians to see that there are people oriented groups in the 
society. This will enable the Church to reach each seg-
ment of  the society. The result is that more people will 
be won for our Lord.

3. Hyper –Cooperation is a disease that comes 
from too much emphasis on the ecumenical endeavors. 
Perhaps the local Churches can work together to con-
duct an evangelistic canvas of  a larger area although it 
should not go to the extent of  doctrinal confrontation. 
To our present context, this disease is not much prevail-
ing in Arunachal Pradesh.         

4. Koinoitis is a disease when the people became fat 
and lazy during mission work because of  full Church 
agenda. The congregations turn inwards and turn out 
to be self-centered which lead them to develop an ego-
centric attitude. Having a fellowship is great, it should 
be the top priority but the problem is that they give little 
interest in evangelism. Since the believers become activ-
ity oriented, worship center develops like a social club. 
It is because of  either ignorance or Apathetic. The ig-
norant group needs to learn the purpose of  the church. 
Apathetic people do not know or don’t care that they 
must be raised to the level of  discontent from inductive 
Bible study. Both the group must discuss biblical na-
tures of  the church and share their personal testimony 
with each other. It will make them break the unhealthy 
nature of  fellowship while hanging on to the positive 
aspects of  biblical koinonia. Whether they can form 
one to two services or plant a new church.

5. Sociological Strangulation is a disease that strikes 
the church by overcrowding, either in seating capacity 
in the building or in vehicle parking. It can be solved by 
constructing a new building, or enlarging the worship 
area, or by extending or starting a daughter church in 
another area. Alternative solution may be by conduct-
ing more service at different times, or in different days.     

6. Arrested Spiritual Development is a disease of  

the Church where the members never mature spiritu-
ally. It strikes the Churches when the people are not in-
volved in lifelong Bible study. It develops when people 
learn all the doctrines without the practical ministry; 
or because of  a ‘pedestal pastor.’ Finally, it is to ener-
gize the priesthood of  all believers. Mobilization of  the 
laity (including pastor himself) into the word of  God 
can cure it. Believers’ involvement in personal Bible 
study and regular family devotion will make the church 
healthy again. Moreover, it will help the people to be-
come a part of  Christ’s likeness which will ultimately 
make them mature in discipleship.

7. St. John Syndrome disease was found in the 
Ephesus Church (Rev. 2: 5). Within a short period of  
time they lost their first love to God and to fellow be-
lievers. Similarly today many churches suffer from this 
disease. The Church is run by the committee board 
which becomes a dull routine of  nominal Christians. It 
would eventually cause a decline in membership. The 
answer for this disease is comprehensive evangelism. 
Once new people start joining the Church, their first 
–generation enthusiasm can rekindle the joy of  a dy-
namic Church.

The key to resisting all the above diseases is the cen-
trality of  Jesus Christ, who sits in the place of  power 
and makes this promise to every Church: ‘I am making 
everything new’ (Rev. 21: 5).     

 Here are a few suggestions:
1. We need to have Visionary Leaders.
2. Leaders who can plan for Church Growth.
3. Servants of  God must be men/women of  the Word 

of  God.
4. Believers should be mobilized to the Love of  the 

Word of  God and its importance (Bible - centre).
5. Give more importance to Church Growth than 

committee or organizational growth.
Yumri Taipodia is based in Shillong.

T
hrough this column, we would like to express 
our profound gratitude to the Public Works 
Department (Roads & Bridges), Nagaland for 
timely completion of  the Bailey bridge over 

Chathe River at 4th Mile Dimapur. The bridge has come 
up against all apprehensions we had that this project 
would never be actualised.

Last July 2017 when the RCC bridge collapsed and 
we were totally cut off  from the mainland, the sufferings 
and hardships faced by the affected villages was unfath-
omable going to the extent of  unnecessarily travelling 
extra hours through non-motorable roads to reach the 
other sides of  the river. This is now over with the eagerly 
awaited bridge coming to reality.

For this great achievement and concern for public 
welfare, we extend our deep appreciation to all who have 
persistently supported and contributed in the process of  
enabling the Chathe Bailey Bridge. First of  all to, Mr. 

Nicky Kire then Roads & Bridges Minister for keeping 
his commitment; and though there was change in gov-
ernment soon after, we are indebted to Mr. Bendangkok-
ba (IAS), Commissioner and Secretary who continued to 
pursue the matter to completion. A special acknowledge-
ment to  Er.Limatongdang Jamir Addl. Chief  Engineer 
(presently promoted to Chief  Engineer) and Er.kaholi, 
S.E. who supported the cause from the very beginning 
to the end. To  Executive Engineer R&B, Dimapur  and 
the entire departmental team who sincerely worked to 
complete the bridge in just 3 months which is a record. 
Special appreciation is extended to Mr.Neikuolie Seyie 
for his selflessness in going ahead in assisting with all 
machineries involved. With such concerted efforts and 
all works on track, the bridge was opened to the public 
on the evening of  5th May 2018.

Our gratitude would be incomplete without express-
ing our sincere thankfulness to the educational institu-

tions, the Village Council members and the general 
public of  Naga United Village, Old Showuba, Nikhehu 
village, Diphupar Village and nearby villages; to those 
who were deeply concerned and provided refreshment 
to the workers on several occasions; and to all the prayer 
groups whose prayers have seen a testimony of  God’s 
providence and faithfulness. 

This Bailey bridge is a remarkable achievement of  
the government and public determination and coopera-
tion. And finally, to the many others who have contrib-
uted to this project in various ways – to all known or 
unknown, THANK YOU.

Dr Chubatola Aier, Principal, C-Edge College 
Sashizungla Ao, Hope Academy

Kezhaleno Phira, Highland Hall, Nuiland
Keron Janger, Vouncil Chairman, Old Showuba

Moakumzuk &Anili, Nuiland

W
e are told by Aristotle that politics is nat-
ural to human society. Politics, for him, 
meant the best way to organize a society, 
whose ultimate aim was to attain the 

highest good. By this, he means that politics ultimately 
ought to enable citizens to lead a good life. Of  course, 
by “good life,” it does not mean ‘good’ in its material-
istic sense, such as money, property, riches, etc. Rather, 
it means where people in a society can lead an honest, 
ethical, virtuous, and fruitful life that, at the same time, 
contributes to the common good. In its more contem-
porary sense, it means a society where people do not 
have to lie, do not have to be corrupt, do not have to 
resort to tribalism (or any other forms of  communal-
ism/divisions), do not have to deceive in order to do 
well in life or to earn one’s living. Certainly, the further 
a society deviates from this ideal, the more its people 
are unable to lead an ethical, honest, and virtuous life, 
even if  they wish, desire, hope, and want to—one po-
tent example this state of  affair is our state, Nagaland.

This is what politics is meant to be. When Man had 
originally reasoned and moralized politics, it had been 
done so to create a society where people can lead an 
ethical life, enabling them to realize their fullest po-
tentials and aspirations. This understanding of  poli-
tics has gone on to form the quintessence for what we 
today define as a ‘good society.’ Maybe, it is because 
of  this valuation of  politics that societies continue to 
conceive that the best way to make a society ‘good’ is 
through politics. And thus, we remain steadfast hop-
ing for ethical, honest, and virtuous politicians to bring 
about changes we desperately seek. This is why, even 
though societies are frequently deceived by politicians, 
they nevertheless continue to go on hoping and believ-
ing that one day, new ‘kinds’ of  politicians will bring 
change and enable people to lead an honest and ethical 
life.

Yet, one ought to wonder and ask why is it that, 
even with new politicians, things continue to remain 
the same—the conditions of  the society do not change, 
people continue to deceive, be resentful, be malicious, 
engage in a corrupt behaviour, and lead an unethical 
life? It seems as though, as one proverb goes, “The 
more things change, the more they remain the same.” 
In other words, nothing changes. One government after 
the other comes and goes along with their ephemeral 
promises, but things remain the same. But, why is that 
so? The answer to this question lies in the way societies 
continue to have an idealistic, yet simplistic, view about 
politics and politicians. Let’s illustrate the answer by 
stating unpretentious characteristical epitomes symbol-
izing a crucial aspect of  any political vocation.

Does a person who is good at something—such as 
politics, sports, acting, speaking, debate, painting, sing-
ing, or dancing—necessarily a good person? Or, to take 
the reverse, does a person who is bad at something nec-
essarily a bad person? In other words, say for simplicity 
sake, if  I am good at politics or acting, does it also mean 
that I am a good person? Or, take the opposite, if  I am 
bad at playing politics or acting, does it also mean that 
I am a bad person? These questions afford us essential 

insights into the typical crude understandings most of  
us have of  politics. We habitually tend to equate ‘good 
at something’ into ‘a good person,’ i.e. “good at some-
thing Equals a good person.” And by “good,” I mean 
here a virtuous, ethical, moral, and upright person, all 
those characters which society recognizes as ‘good.’  
The problem is that, in most cases, I may be a ‘good’ 
politician/leader but a horrible, immoral person. Simi-
larly, I may be ‘bad’ at playing politics but a good and 
moral person.

Generally speaking, with few exceptions, those who 
are good at something—be they acting, politics, sports, 
singing, etc.—are not necessarily a good person. This 
is why societies naturally tend to assume that a good 
politician is a good person; and that such persons ought 
to be elected, selected, chosen, etc. to lead the society 
and bring changes. I think in this case Nagaland is not 
exempted either. Even in Nagaland, like elsewhere, we 
tend to habitually assume that a good politician is a 
good person. Thus, most of  us, including me, are of  
the opinion that the only way to solve much of  society’s 
sickness and change our society is to elect and have as 
many ‘good politicians’ as possible. However, this is 
where we, and others elsewhere, go wrong. Certainly, 
my examples are simple, for the realities of  the world 
are much more intricate; yet, I use these examples to 
show the complexities of  politics which most of  us, 
consciously or unconsciously, tend to ignore.

In politics, when the word ‘good’ is used to tag 
politicians, we actually mean something else. The 
word ‘good’ is applied to accentuate the skills required 
to capture and stay in power, that is, to excel in lying, 
deceiving, manipulating, and use people, as well as to 
bargain away the future of  supporters, as a means to 
attain one’s selfish ends. To be more specific, when we 
say that so and so is a ‘good’ politician, we do not mean 
that he is an upright, moral person. Rather, in politics, 
we mean that a ‘good politician’ is one who is good at 
using people as a means to capture and stay in power 
for his own selfish gains by lying, deceiving, manipulat-
ing and bargaining behind the backs of  his supporters. 
This is what, we mean by “good politicians”; persons 
who have no qualms about using people for their self-
ish gains by wearing a mask and a smile to manipulate, 
deceive, lie, and bargain away the lives and well-being 
of  the supporters in order to attain power and glory. 
They will resort to using any—moral or immoral—
means necessary to attain and stay in power. Here, I 
say, stands a “Good Politician.”

In contrast, we have, on the other hand, “Good Per-
sons”; those who we regard as virtuous, moral, honest, 
kind, generous, helpful, impartial, selfless, and ethical. 
Some of  these good persons enter political life, aim-
ing to bring about some specific transformation and 
changes. What’s more, they are even encouraged, tac-
itly and overtly, by the public who want good persons 
to be their leaders, their representatives. However, the 
reality of  politic soon catches up to these good persons. 
Very soon they are required to learn some essential les-
sons about politics. They must first learn, as Machi-
avelli correctly puts it, “how NOT to be good.” The 

irony is that these “good persons” are incapable of  
learning “how NOT to be good.” They cannot “NOT” 
be good. They only know how to be good, for do be 
bad, corrupt, or dishonest is against the nature of  these 
persons. Hence, they cannot learn “how NOT to be 
good.” But they will not succeed and hence will be un-
able to fulfill their promises of  bringing change unless 
they learn how NOT to be good—use, deceive, lie, ma-
nipulate, and bargain behind peoples’ back—because 
they have chosen a political vocation to compete for 
power, says Machiavelli, among “so many who are not 
good.” Politics is mostly occupied will people who are 
not good; who will lie, deceive, manipulate, and use 
people by bargaining away the future of  its society 
without any reservations. Good persons know these 
and still chose to struggle and compete for power; it 
was a commitment. Yet, if  they are unable to learn 
this essential lesson on how ‘NOT’ to be good, then 
they should have just stayed home instead of  getting 
involved in political life. Without learning how NOT to 
be good (lying, manipulating, etc.), they can never win 
the struggle for power. If  the good persons wanted to 
change the society, they should probably learn this les-
son in order to succeed in politics and win the struggle 
to occupy a seat of  power, which they can only attain 
if  they learn how to be a “good politician.” But they 
cannot be a “good politician” because they are good 
persons. And because they are good, they will never 
succeed in politics. Hence, good persons rarely succeed 
and win in politics. This is why change never or seldom 
comes; the vision of  change always remains a distant 
dream and things continue to remain the same.

Whether we accept it or not, in the politics, the ma-
jority of  us are always looking out for our short-term 
interests, even if  we affirm that we want things in our 
society to get better. If  this wasn’t the case, then there 
is no need for a good person to learn “how NOT to be 
good” in order to succeed in politics. It is precisely be-
cause of  the fact that majority of  us are selfish and the 
majority of  people involved in politics have and always 
will be filled with people who are not good, that learn-
ing “how NOT to be good” becomes essential. This is 
the Moral Dilemma in politics. This is what defines 
politics in any society, even in a society like ours. Sel-
dom do we have good persons to also be our leader, that 
is, a “Moral Politician” (fortunate are those who have 
good persons as their leaders/politicians). Indeed, our 
state is not short of  “good politicians”; but to assume 
(as voiced by various civic organizations, NGOs, youth 
organizations, and by citizens, in general) that “good 
politicians” is the solution to society’s maladies and the 
key to development and progress is questionable. To 
hold such assumptions is to ignore the fundamentals 
of  political reality. Even though it is an extremely dif-
ficult task for any society to do so, we ought to sacrifice 
our short-term interest in order to have good persons, 
i.e. a “moral politician,” as our leaders, representatives, 
politicians. Ultimately, it is up to us, and no one else, to 
overcome this Moral Dilemma.

Dr. Salikyu Sangtam, St. Joseph University
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BIBLE READ:  PSALM 46
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Be still, and know that I am God.      
~   Psalm 46:10



W
hy do corporations 
exist? These hierar-
chical, self-contained 
assemblies of  labour, 

capital and know-how have been 
with us for so long that by now they 
seem almost ‘natural’. But apart 
from what they make or do or sell, 
the very structure of  the company 
has a history.

The clearest rationale for corpo-
rations comes from the Nobel prize-
winning economist Ronald Coase 
and his 1937 theory of  the firm. Im-
agine you want to make money by 
selling widgets. What’s the best strat-
egy: sign up talent individually and 
on a needs-only basis, or hire staff  to 
do the various jobs in-house? Coase 
showed that it made more economic 
sense to incorporate as a company, 
because it allowed you to minimise 
three very important costs. The first 
reduction would come from resourc-
ing: it’s less expensive to find and re-
cruit people with the right skills and 
knowledge from inside the company 
than to look for them externally every 
time you want something done. The 
second line-item is transacting, or 
managing processes and resources: 
it’s less of  an administrative burden 
to have teams in-house than to keep 
an eye on multiple external contrac-
tors. And finally there’s contracting: 
every time work takes place within 
a company, the rules and condi-
tions are implied in the employment 
contract, not negotiated afresh each 
time. By reducing these three costs, 
Coase claimed, corporations are the 
optimal structures for increasing eco-
nomic activity.

But what if  the nature of  the 
economic puzzles that corporations 
evolved to solve have shifted? Thanks 
to software, the internet and artificial 
intelligence, the expenses that Coase 
identified can now be reduced just 
as well with tools from outside the 
company as they can from within it. 
Finding freelance workers via online 
marketplaces can be less costly, less 
risky and quicker than recruiting full-
time employees. Collaboration tools 
are opening up space for manager-
free forms of  work. And contract-
ing costs are likely to fall markedly 
thanks to the advent of  blockchain 
protocols – algorithms that replace 
trusted third parties, and instead au-
tomatically verify transactions using 
a huge digital ledger, spread across 
multiple computers. As a result of  
these innovations, a new way of  
working is emerging: a series of  in-
teractions that are open, skills-based 
and software-optimised. Where once 
we had the ‘corporation’, instead we 
are witnessing the ascendancy of  the 
‘platform’. The question is: should 
we see this as a promise, or a threat?

In their book Platform Revolu-
tion (2016), Geoffrey Parker, Mar-

shall Van Alstyne and Sangeet Paul 
Choudary argue that businesses used 
to be ‘pipes’ (linear models) and are 
becoming ‘platforms’ (networked 
models). Before the digital revolu-
tion, firms created goods and servic-
es, which they pushed out and sold to 
customers. The flow was from point 
A to point B – like pipes connecting 
deep-sea oil wells to the person who 
fills up the tank of  their car with re-
fined petrol.

Unlike pipes, however, platforms 
disrupt the clear-cut demarcation 
between producer and consumer, be-
cause they enable users to create as 
well as to consume value. Platforms 
need a different, non-pipe-like infra-
structure. The major business chal-
lenge is to attract creators and con-
sumers in the right proportions for 
transactions to occur. Platforms are 
in fact very similar to marketplaces: 
both create economic value by foster-
ing exchanges between two (or more) 
groups. Now, though, this value can 
be generated within a company, not 
just outside it.

Uber is the classic case: for con-
sumers to be interested, there have to 
be enough drivers on the platform to 
make it easy to order a ride. But for 
drivers to be interested, there have to 
be enough consumers to guarantee 
a basic income. Finding this equi-
librium requires significant capital 
upfront – essentially, you have to 
spend money or give an incentive for 
suppliers to jump onboard while con-
sumers are still virtually absent, un-
til a critical mass is reached on both 
sides. But at a certain point, if  all goes 
well, so-called ‘network effects’ kick 
in. The platform suddenly becomes 
very attractive to many more suppli-
ers and consumers, which can lead to 
transactions increasing exponential-
ly. Now the owners of  the platform 
can make money by charging ‘rent’, 
which entails taking a percentage 
from every transaction. Rents con-
tinue to grow with the network, and 
are siphoned off  to whoever owns it. 
This is what makes those platforms 
economically valuable.

No one prevents workers from 
moving across subcircles: no 
managers stand in the way
But not all platforms are created 

equal. In the 1990s and early 2000s, 
you’d ‘browse the web’ and encoun-
ter an anarchic, open space of  chat 
rooms and internet forums, where 
everyone had reasonably equal 
standing in competing for interest 
and attention. In the second phase 
of  the internet, though, these spaces 
were replaced by closed, proprietary 
services administered by the big four 
tech companies: Google, Apple, Fa-
cebook and Amazon. Users migrated 
towards those platforms for reasons 
of  efficiency and convenience, which 
created the tech oligopolies we see 
today. But those businesses are cen-
tralised and owned by a precious few, 

and the implications are profound. 
Consumers’ data can be unscrupu-
lously exploited for profit and influ-
ence. Developers must abide by rules 
set by the corporate bosses – and 
those rules can change at any time, 
unpredictably, to suit the special in-
terests of  a few. In other words, the 
competitive field of  the internet is no 
longer level but profoundly skewed 
towards the tycoons that own the 
digital platforms where we conduct 
much of  our daily lives.

Platforms don’t only reinvent 
how companies engage with their 
users, but also how work is done. 
As digital technologies deconstruct 
jobs into tasks executed by a mix 
of  humans and algorithms, anxiety 
is growing about the ‘gig economy’ 
– where work is temporary, skills-
based, and on-demand. Whether 
you are a driver for Uber, a financial 
analyst contracted via Upwork, or a 
software developer micro-tasking in 
Google’s or Amazon’s development 
framework, your livelihood depends 
on cyclical fluctuations of  demand 
for your skills, your rating, and your 
ability to market yourself  effectively 
against the competition. Moreover, 
residual profits go back to the owners 
of  the platform, who are no longer 
obliged to provide participants with 
the protections associated with em-
ployment. Add in the threat of  au-
tomation and artificial intelligence, 
and the outcome is a survival-of-the-
fittest scenario, where only the most 
ruthless and capable stand a chance.

Even the ‘platforming’ of  com-
panies with ‘proper’ employees can 
clash with human nature. Zappos, 
the digital shoe and clothing shop 
currently owned by Amazon, em-
ploys around 1,500 people and sells 
an estimated $3 billion worth of  
products every year. In 2013 it began 
implementing a system known as 
‘holacracy’, a self-organisation meth-
od invented by a software engineer. 
Instead of  pyramidal hierarchies, 
holacracies are organised around 
‘circles’; each circle can encompass a 
traditional function (such as market-
ing) as well as other ‘subcircles’ that 

focus on specific projects or tasks. 
No one prevents workers from freely 
moving across subcircles in order to 
achieve their goals, because there are 
no managers to stand in the way. In-
stead, software enables collaboration 
and the performance of  individuals 
and teams, while ‘tactical meetings’ 
allow for employees to provide feed-
back about how things are working, 
in a tightly circumscribed format.

Yet despite the flexibility and ef-
ficiency that holacracy promises, 
participants and observers have 
criticised the system for failing to ac-
commodate the emotional needs of  
workers, and reducing humans to 
‘programs’ that run on the operating 
system of digital capitalism. Simi-
larly, Uber drivers report feeling less 
like humans and more like robots, 
manipulated by the app, telling them 
exactly what to do. By deconstruct-
ing jobs into tasks, and automating 
their allocation, the human workers 
of  today risk being transplanted by 
actual software programs tomorrow. 
Is there a way to escape such a dys-
topian future?

A world where the working peo-
ple can only hope, at best, to make 
ends meet as second-rate serfs to our 
digital overlords is not a certainty – 
especially if  workers take control of  
the platforms for themselves.

This kind of  bottom-up, self-
organised business network is what 
Trebor Scholz, a professor at the 
New School in New York, calls ‘plat-
form cooperativism’. Take Uber, cur-
rently valued in the tens of  billions 
of  dollars. There’s no reason why 
a group of  drivers couldn’t build a 
similar platform for themselves; the 
software tools to develop it are open-
source and readily available, and de-
velopment and design talent can be 
given incentives to participate.

As it happens, such an initiative 
is already out there, in the form of a 
ride-sharing, blockchain-based plat-
form called La’Zooz. Currently any-
one can join and begin to earn Zooz 
tokens – the currency you use to buy 
a ride, and also a store of  value that 
represents your share of  ownership 

of  the business. You earn tokens 
each time you drive more than 20km 
with the app, or by contributing code 
to the design, or by getting others to 
join.

The dual purpose of  Zooz tokens 
at once democratises the ownership 
of  a platform and allows users to 
benefit from the value their presence 
is creating. Recall that in closed plat-
forms, as network effects increase, 
rents are subtracted and channelled 
to the shareholders or capital own-
ers. But the users are not partaking in 
the spoils of  their own participation. 
By contrast, in a tokenised platform, 
the value created by users’ transac-
tions boosts the value of  the tokens 
they own. Users can extract the max-
imum gain from their participation 
via token appreciation, rather than 
having the economic value of  net-
work effects skimmed off  by remote 
shareholders.

Funding decisions are decided 
by vote; profits and losses are 

distributed to the token owners
Another example of  a democ-

ratised structure is the ‘decentral-
ised autonomous organisation’ 
(DAO), launched in May 2016 on a 
blockchain-based platform known 
as Ethereum. Its goal is to become 
a leaderless venture capital fund. It 
had no management structure, no 
board of  directors and no employ-
ees. Instead, it spreads ownership to 
more than 18,000 ‘stakeholders’ who 
own DAO tokens, which also gives 
them voting rights. Every funding 
decision is decided by vote and au-
tomatically executed following the 
result, after which profits and losses 
are distributed to the token owners. 
Participants have a direct say about 
decisions ‘on chain’, as it’s called, via 
the rules that secure transactions on a 
majority-voting basis. They also have 
a say ‘off-chain’ via social structures 
such as discussion groups.

The DAO has no need of  a trust-
ed investment manager; instead, its 
cycles of  operation are embedded 
in ‘smart contracts’ – agreements 
written in software code that con-
tain rules regarding their execution. 
Although the DAO has had serious 
teething issues, including a major 
hack, at least it demonstrates in prin-
ciple how a new type of  self-govern-
ing organisation might be created.

After the free-for-all of  the 1990s, 
and the consolidation of  the 2000s, a 
new, third era of  internet evolution is 
being ushered in by ‘cryptonetworks’. 
Such platforms are decentralised by 
nature. Participants purchase and 
consume tokens (or ‘crypto-coins’) 
for their transactions on the network, 
which reaches a settled consensus or 
record-book of  those transactions 
without the need for a central author-
ity. These two factors – tokens and 
consensus – result in a democratic 
and communitarian governance 
model that was previously impossi-

ble without the presence of  a trusted 
third party. And significantly, partici-
pants have a right to exit the network 
whenever they wish by simply selling 
their tokens, or coins, or – in extreme 
cases – by ‘hard-forking’ the block-
chain, adopting new rules for how to 
settle the ledger while leaving the old 
version unchanged.

Cryptonetworks show that it’s 
feasible for workers to self-organise 
and build their own platforms – 
where they are the bosses, income is 
distributed equitably, and profits and 
losses are shared. In this collectivist 
scenario, workers might decide that 
their mission is to safeguard jobs, of-
fer health insurance or pension funds, 
and improve employees’ quality of  
life. The dynamics of  tokens make 
the interests of  the participants align 
around common aspirations and 
goals, since the appreciation of  their 
tokens comes through the growth of  
the network.

We’re in the early days of  cryp-
tonetworks. They’re still plagued by 
serious technical shortcomings, no-
tably scalability and performance. 
Blockchains cannot, at present, proc-
ess the huge number of  transactions 
that centralised software systems 
can; and for technical reasons, the 
amount of  energy it takes to secure 
a transaction on the blockchain in-
creases over time. So why be optimis-
tic that cryptonetworks might be the 
platforms of  the future?

A network of  cells expunges 
hierarchies and collaborates for 

the common good
One reason is that centralised 

platforms are becoming stifling for 
developers. With a blinkered fo-
cus on how to monetise user data 
through machine learning, apps from 
the big tech companies are becoming 
less and less imaginative. Software 
developers have grown frustrated 
with the App Store and Google Play, 
which require approval in order to 
publish an application. The econom-
ics of  platform collectivism offer 
much greater freedom and reward 
than the winner-takes-all approach 
of  platform capitalism.

In the future, one can imagine 
an interconnected ecosystem of col-
lectivist groups that provide serv-
ices and produce goods. Where once 
there was a corporation, instead we 
find a network of  cells that have ex-
punged hierarchies and collaborate 
for the common good – ride-sharing 
services linked up to peer-to-peer 
lending and medical and health pro-
viders. The traditional structure of  
the firm might have reached its use-
by date. But if  societies can embrace 
the economics of  the platform while 
shifting its ownership to workers, a 
more equitable, resilient and demo-
cratic society could well be in store.
(George Zarkadakis is a science writer, 

novelist and artificial intelligence 
engineer.)

EastErn Mirror | Dimapur, Friday, June 1, 2018

7 

The contents of articles on this page do not necessarily reflect the Editoral view or policy of the paper

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): You may feel like 
you’re walking on burning coals today, Ar-
ies. Someone has tossed you the ball and 
you need to figure out what to do with it. Use 

your fancy footwork to keep your feet from searing as 
you exercise your mind to figure out your next move. 
Try not to be too stubborn or you’ll get nowhere. The 
key is to stay flexible and go with the flow when unex-
pected events occur.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Your emotions 
will feel stable today, Taurus, although there 
may be an unexpected element trying to 
sneak into the equation. Be aware that peo-

ple will be a bit more volatile today. Although the situ-
ation may be calm and cool one minute, it has the po-
tential to be explosive the next. Try to stay centered all 
day so you don’t get thrown off course by other people’s 
erratic emotions.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Explore deeply 
your innovative, irrational side today, Gemini. 
Your emotions may run counter to this prin-
ciple, but instead of letting this put a damper 

on your progress, use the energy to spur you to action. 
Take advantage of the new gadgets and technology 
available to you. Incredible resources lie at your fin-
gertips. Don’t be afraid to harness their power to your 
advantage.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You might want 
to stay in and not speak to anyone today, 
Cancer. If you decide to venture out, you’re 
apt to run into opposition almost every-

where you turn. Don’t see this as negative. Use it as 
incentive to work harder toward your goals. There are 
strong forces egging you on, so act confidently. Make 
sure you get your emotions out. Otherwise, they’ll fes-
ter and do more harm than good.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You may not feel like 
you’re exactly clicking with anything today, 
Leo. Adjustments will need to be made either 
by you or the people you’re dealing with for 

any resolution to come about. Your emotions may feel 
tied to the ground, yet your mind may want to take off 
into the stratosphere. Dilemmas between whether to 
take action or stay passive could leave you paralyzed. 
Just go with the flow.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Examine your 
emotions, Virgo, and trust your instincts. Un-
expected forces may try to disrupt the flow of 
things. Keep in mind that you should have no 

problem keeping the situation under control as long as 
you stay solid and focused. The actions you take today 
will have long-lasting effects, so be conscious of how 
you use your energy. Incorporate the old as well as the 
new in your game plan.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): This is one of those 
days in which you might not be fully appre-
ciated for the wonderful breath of fresh air 
you bring to the group, Libra. Revenge of the 

stale and old may be coming into the fold today. Don’t 
give in to negative forces trying to keep you from fully 
expressing yourself. Have confidence that you have 
what it takes to be successful in whatever path you de-
cide to follow.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Don’t be sur-
prised if things don’t go exactly according to 
plan today, Scorpio. Unexpected events are 
likely to pop up and disturb the course of ac-

tion. Realize that these disruptions have a place in your 
life and that they’re occurring for a reason. You might 
not understand exactly how or why, but that’s OK. You 
don’t need to know. Welcome these new energies into 
your life.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Your emo-
tions could be a bit vulnerable today, Sagit-
tarius, and it may be hard to find shelter from 
the storm. Your umbrella is a bit too drafty 

and water seems to be leaking in from the top. Comfort 
yourself by centering and enjoying a quiet evening at 
home. Don’t let other people’s unsolved problems in-
fect your space. Differentiate between issues that con-
cern you and those that are out of your control.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Unex-
pected events may crop up and nudge you 
in the side, Capricorn. You could get the 
feeling that there are thorns poking out of 

nowhere whose sole purpose is to annoy you. Try to 
maintain a stable attitude and think about incorpo-
rating unconventional aspects into your daily routine. 
The crazy whirlwind of activity today could disrupt 
your emotions a bit. Don’t get frustrated by things you 
can’t control.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Today you 
have the ability to make an important break-
through in whatever project you work on, 
Aquarius. Try not to get bogged down by 

emotions, which may leave you feeling heavy and stale. 
Infuse the day with a blast of unconventional thinking. 
Try to adopt a new, fresh attitude toward whatever it is 
you want to accomplish. A new perspective is all you 
need to make this day productive.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You may get the 
feeling that you’re rubbing against sandpa-
per today, Pisces. More than likely, this is a re-
sult of issues deep inside you. Some of these 

emotions concern the constant tension between old 
and new energies clashing within your world. This is 
one of those days in which things come to a head. Piec-
es of your inner being are hitting you square in the face.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

George Zarkadakis | Aeon

Do Platforms Work?
The distributed network has gobbled the hierarchical firm. Only by seizing the platform can workers avoid digital serfdom

The Few Good Men

W
hen a Mob of  
angry people 
assemble, rea-
son goes out the 

window. A Mob, irrespective 
of  Race, Tribe, Nationality or 
Religion, functions on basis of  
the basic Animal Instinct latent 
in all Humans; the Instinct To 
Kill. The recent rape of  a Child 
of  12, in Mon Town, saw an-
other mob of  angry Nagas as-
sembled, ready to lynch the 
Rapist.

Many Posts appeared on 
Facebook, generating varied 
comments, good and bad; and 
many were baying for blood. 
These Facebook Cowards (as 
I term them) were urging the 
Mob to kill the Rapist (oblivi-
ous to the fact that the Posts 
must have appeared after the 
incident was over); one com-
ment stood out, Peter Rutsa’s. 
He commented to the effect 
that those who were shout-
ing to kill the Rapist should 

go to Mon Town and kill him 
themselves; instead of  sitting 
at home and urging others to 
do so.

Pictures and Videos were 
uploaded, giving fragmented 
and confusing impressions of  
the Mob in action. But Rizwan 
Hasan’s Post gave the clearest 
picture of  all; one clip showed 
how, before the Police turned 
up, a man (in a blue shirt, I 
think) stood up next to the Rap-
ist, trying to pacify the Mob. 

When the Mob started pelting 
stones and other objects at the 
rapist, this courageous man 
even tried to shield the Rapist 
with his own body. I distinctly 
recall this Gentleman being hit 
by an object at least once.

Another clip of  Rizwan’s 
shows the Police arriving and 
rescuing the Rapist. It is easy 
for Politically Correct Pedants 
to carp and complain that the 
People, Police and Administra-
tion of  Mon Town should have 

acted long before things took 
such a turn; but compare their 
actions to the People, Police 
and Administration in other 
states. I have seen numerous 
clips of  Policemen standing 
idly by (if  not actively aid-
ing and abetting) while Mobs 
ransacked Churches and beat 
up Christians; Moslems being 
beaten, even unto death, for 
carrying beef  or transporting 
cows. And in none of  these 
cases have I seen even a single 

person or policeman standing 
up against the Mob.

My views on rapists are on 
public record (On Crimes and 
Punishments {EM: - 26/6/17, 
MeX:-28/6/17 and NP:-
30/6/17}). If  I had been one of  
the Mob that day, I cannot say 
that I would have acted any dif-
ferent from those around me. It 
takes a rare kind of  Courage to 
speak or act against the Com-
mon Flow of Thought and 
Events. I salute the man who 

stood up against the Mob, and 
the Police and Administration 
of  Mon Town for rescuing the 
Rapist from a lynching. They 
are The Few Good Men who 
raise Man above the level of  
Animals and who have shown 
India that Nagas protect the 
Rights of  the Minority in Na-
galand.

May God Bless You

Kahuto Chishi Sumi
Kahuto107@gmail.com

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS
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Minor or not? Decision on 
Kathua juvenile next week 

Bank strike a success, IBA to be blamed — Unions
India, Singapore building 
partnership of our age — Modi 

Chidambaram skips investigation in INX Media case

BJP Lok Sabha strength now down to 273 from 282

Bodh Gaya blasts: Court to pronounce 
quantum of sentence today

PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi being welcomed by the members of Indian community on his arrival, in 
Singapore on Thursday, May 31, 2018.

PTI

P Chidambaram (File Photo)

PTI

A bank wears deserted look during the bank employees’ two-day nationwide strike for wage revision, 
in Mumbai.

PTI

Surinder Kuma, one of the eight accused in the alleged Kathua rape and murder case of an eight-year-old 
girl  being produced before the district and sessions court, in Pathankot, Punjab,Thursday, May 31, 2018.

Jammu, May 31 (PTI): The 
fate of the juvenile accused 
in the rape and murder of 
an eight-year-old girl in 
Kathua will be decided next 
week by the Jammu and 
Kashmir High Court with 
the Crime Branch moving 
a petition to contest that 
he is a minor, officials said 
today. 

A decision on the peti-
tion, which will be heard 
early next week, will give 
clarity on whether his case 
will be heard along with the 
seven other accused before 
the Pathankot district and 
sessions judge or continue 
to be tried by the Juvenile 
Board in Kathua.

“The police has con-
ducted a thorough probe 
and also carried out medi-
cal tests on the accused. 
The reports suggest his 
age to be in the 19-23 age 
bracket,” said a senior of-
ficial of the state law de-
partment.

He said all the evidence 
collected in the case was 
the same for all the ac-
cused.  “We cannot make 
a witness depose twice 
-- once in Pathankot and 
the second time before the 
Juvenile Board. The clarity 
is important,” the official 
said.

The case was trans-
ferred out of Jammu and 
Kashmir to Pathankot fol-
lowing a petition moved by 
the victim’s family, which 

pressed for a fair trial and 
cited the hostile attitude 
of the Kathua Bar Asso-
ciation that had tried to 
prevent Crime Branch of-
ficials from filing the charge 
sheet.

On May 7, a three-judge 
bench comprising Chief 
Justice of India Dipak Misra 
and Justices D Y Chandra-
chud and Indu Malhotra 
transferred the case to the 
district and sessions judge 

in Pathankot and directed 
it to hold in-camera day to 
day trial.

In its nine-page order, 
the bench had said, “The 
juvenile, who is facing the 
trial, shall be dealt with in 
accordance with law and 
he should be given all spe-
cial care and protection as 
per the command of the 
law.” 

The juvenile had alleg-
edly kidnapped the girl on 

January 10 on directions of 
his uncle Sanji Ram, who 
is the brain behind her ab-
duction and killing. 

The minor along with 
Vishal, son of Sanji Ram, 
and special police officer 
Deepak Khajuria, alias 
‘Deepu’, had raped her re-
peatedly for four days be-
fore killing her on January 
14 and dumping her body 
in the jungle, the charge 
sheet said.

N e w  D e l h i ,  M a y  3 1 
(IANS): Former Finance 
Minister P. Chidambaram 
on Thursday skipped the 
CBI investigation into the 
INX Media corruption 
case after the Delhi High 
court granted him interim 
protection from arrest, 
the probe agency said.

Citing the High Court 
order, Chidambaram’s 
lawyer Arun Natarajan 
told the Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI) 
through an application 
that his client would not 
join investigation into 
the case while court is 
proceeding with the case. 

The response comes 
in the wake of CBI sum-
mons issued to the sen-
ior Congress leader on 
Wednesday asking him to 
appear before the investi-
gators on Thursday at the 
agency’s headquarters at 
south Delhi’s Lodhi Road 
area to join investigation 
in the case.

“Chidambaram did 
not join investigation in 
INX Media case today 

Chennai, May 31 (IANS): 
Banking operations across 
India were crippled for the 
second successive day ow-
ing to the strike by over 10 
lakh bank employees de-
manding an early wage set-
tlement, said the unions.

The unions squarely 
blamed the Indian Banks’ 
Association (IBA) for forc-
ing them to resort to a 
two-day strike, impact-
ing banking transactions 
worth around INR 43,400 
crore. “The two-day strike 
was a huge success,” All 
India Bank Employees’ As-
sociation (AIBEA) General 
Secretary C.H. Venkatacha-
lam told IANS.

“It is the IBA which has 
put the banking public to 
trouble and not the unions. 
The unions had given strike 
notice 20 days before the 
actual strike. The IBA did 
not respond to that,” he 
added.

All India Bank Officers’ 
Confederation (AIBOC) 
General Secretary D.T. 
Franco also told IANS that 
it was the IBA which has 
to be blamed for the strike. 
“Even for the conciliation 
meeting called by the Chief 
Labour Commissioner 
(Delhi), the IBA had sent a 
junior official who had no 
authority,” he said.

In the northeastern 
states, banking operations 
were affected severely as 
most branches of major 
banks remained closed and 
most of the ATMs ran out of 
cash. Leaders of the strik-
ing employees claimed that 
the response of the bank 
strike was tremendous in 
all northeastern states.

Singapore, May 31 (IANS): 
Stating that political rela-
tions between India and 
Singapore are among 
the warmest and closest, 
Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Thurs-
day said that the two sides 
are building a relationship 
of our age. Addressing a 
business and community 
event, Modi described the 
relationship between In-
dia and Singapore as “our 
heritage”.

Stating that this south-
east Asian city state never 
fails to inspire, he said that 
it has shown that size can 
be no barrier to the scale of 
achievements.

Praising the role of the 
800,000 people of Indian 
origin here, he said: “Here 
in Singapore, you represent 
the diversity of India..”

Modi also referred to 
the fact that Tamil is an offi-
cial language in Singapore 
and said that children here 
can learn five different In-
dian languages in schools.

India and Singapore 
elevated their bilateral ties 
to that of a Strategic Part-
nership in 2015.

Modi said that when 
India opened up to the 
world and turned to the 
east, Singapore became a 
partner and a bridge be-
tween India and the Asso-
ciation of Southeast Asian 
Nations (Asean) regional 
bloc. 

Stating that it is a nat-
ural partnership from a 
shared vision, he said de-
fence relations between 
India and Singapore are 
also among the strongest.

“Singapore was the first 

country with which we 
signed a Comprehensive 
Economic Cooperation 
Agreement (in 2005),” he 
said He said that nearly 
250 flights in each direction 
every week connect Singa-
pore to 16 Indian cities and 
added that it is set to grow. 

Modi said that in many 
areas of India’s develop-
ment priorities like smart 
cities, urban solutions, fi-
nancial sector, skills devel-
opment, ports, logistics, 
aviation and industrial 
parks, Singapore is a key 
partner. 

Stating that economic 
reforms are taking place in 
India at a speed and a scale 
not known so far, he said 
this has helped the country 
move up 42 places in the 
World Bank’s Ease of Doing 
Business rankings. 

Stating that India will 

work for an open, stable 
and fair international trade 
regime, Modi said: “And, 
our engagement to our east 
will be among the strong-
est, and economics will 
remain an integral part of 
our Act East Policy.”

He reaffirmed that 
India will work Asean to 
reach an early conclusion 
to Regional Comprehen-
sive Economic Partnership 
(RCEP).

RCEP is a proposed free 
trade agreement between 
the Association of South-
east Asian Nations (Asean) 
regional bloc and the six 
states with which Asean 
has existing free trade 
agreements - Australia, 
China, India, Japan, South 
Korea and New Zealand. 

The exhibition was or-
ganised by the Indian High 
Commission in Singapore 

in partnership with Enter-
prise Singapore, the Singa-
pore Business Federation 
and the Singapore Manu-
facturing Federation.

The business and com-
munity event saw the inter-
national launch of the Ru-
Pay, Bhim and UPI mobile 
apps. The signing of several 
memorandums of under-
standing between Indian 
and Singapore entities in 
areas of education and skill 
development, space, and 
food processing was also 
announced. 

On Friday, Modi will 
hold a summit with Prime 
Minister Lee and deliver 
the keynote address at the 
Shangri-La Dialogue, be-
coming the first Indian 
Prime Minister to do so in 
the Track I annual inter-
governmental security fo-
rum.

(Thursday). We will take 
the next course of actions 
against him after further 
directions from the de-
partment,” a CBI official 
said. 

The CBI is now plan-
ning to reissue summons 
against Chidambaram in 
the case while the time is 

yet to be decided, he said. 
Chidambaram’s move 

comes after the Delhi 
High Court on Thursday 
granted him interim pro-
tection from arrest in the 
INX Media case directing 
the CBI not to take any co-
ercive action against him 
till July 3, the next date of 

Patna, May 31 (PTI): A special NIA 
court here, which had last week con-
victed five Indian Mujahideen mili-
tants in the 2013 Bodh Gaya blasts 
case, today deferred till tomorrow 
the pronouncement of quantum of 
sentence.

Special NIA Judge Manoj Kumar 
Sinha posted the matter after hear-
ing arguments from the prosecution, 
which pressed for severe punishment 
to the convicts, and counter- argu-
ments from the defence side.

Special Public Prosecutor Lalan 
Kumar Sinha said all five convicts 
- Imtiyaz Ansari, Haider Ali, Mujib 
Ullah, Omair Siddiqui and Azharud-
din Qureishi - should be awarded 
imprisonment for life.

He argued that the blasts trig-

gered at a world-renowned pilgrim 
spot could have caused “heavy casu-
alties, leading to national and inter-
national ramifications”.

No deaths were recorded in the 
blasts, though some people, includ-
ing Buddhist monks, had sustained 
injuries in the series of explosions 
that had rocked Bodh Gaya on July 
7, 2013.

Defence counsel Surya Prakash 
Singh, however, repudiated the pros-
ecution’s arguments, saying the ex-
plosions “were nothing more than a 
protest against atrocities on Rohingya 
Muslims in Myanmar by the Bud-
dhist majority”.

“Had the intention been to cause 
casualties, bombs would not have 
been planted at secluded spots and 

timer would not have been fixed at 5 
am, when very few people were likely 
to be present at the Bodhi temple”, 
Singh said.

In addition to the five convicts, 
another accused, Taufiq Ahmed, was 
held guilty in the case by a juvenile 
court in October last year and sent to 
remand home for three years.

All the six are also facing trial 
along with others in the Patna blasts 
case of 2013.

A series of bombs had exploded 
at a massive election rally of the then 
Gujarat chief minister and now Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. 

Of the estimated 3,00,000 partici-
pants at the “Hunkar” rally, six people 
were killed and 89 others injured in 
the blasts.

hearing.
The CBI on May 15 

last year filed an FIR 
in the case accusing 
Chidambaram, his son 
Karti and others for their 
involvement in irregulari-
ties committed in giving 
INX Media the clearance 
to receive INR 305 crore in 
foreign investment. 

The CBI had on Feb-
ruary 28 arrested Karti in 
the case accusing him of 
taking money to facili-
tate Foreign Investment 
Promotion Board (FIPB) 
clearance to INX Media in 
2007 when his father was 
the Finance Minister in 
the previous United Pro-
gressive Alliance (UPA) 
government. Later, he was 
granted bail. 

The CBI initially al-
leged that Karti had re-
ceived INR 10 lakh as 
bribe for facilitating the 
FIPB clearance. 

The figure was, how-
ever, revised later to about 
$1 million or INR 6.5 crore 
at the current exchange 
rate.

New Delhi, May 31 (IANS): The BJP, 
which had won an absolute major-
ity on its own in the 2014 General 
Elections with 282 seats, has lost 
nine seats in by-elections held so far 
in the last four years and after two 
losses and one win on Thursday, 
its tally stood at 273, just above the 
half-way mark.

The BJP on Thursday lost the 
crucial Kairana Lok Sabha bypoll 
in Uttar Pradesh and Bhandara-
Gondiya in Maharashtra. 

It retained the Palghar parlia-
mentary seat while its ally Naga-
land Democratic Progressive Party 
(NDPP) won the Nagaland seat. 

The BJP had earlier this year 
lost bypolls to the prestigious Gora-
khpur and Phulpur parliamentary 
seats in Uttar Pradesh and Ajmer 
and Alwar in Rajasthan. 

In the by-elections since Naren-
dra Modi stormed to power, the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) lost to 
Congress in four seats, to the Sa-
majwadi Party in two seats, and to 
the Nationalist Congress Party, the 
Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD) and the 
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) in one 
seat each.

The RLD has opened its account 
in Lok Sabha with its opposition-
supported candidate Tabassum 
Hasan trouncing BJP’s Mriganka 
Singh in Kairana, where the bypoll 
was necessitated by death of sitting 
BJP MP Hukum Singh. 

The BJP retained the Palghar 
Lok Sabha seat where its candidate 
Rajendra Gavit defeated Shriniwas 
Vanga of the Shiv Sena. Vanga is 
son of sitting MP Chintaman Vanga, 
whose death in January had neces-
sitated the bypoll. 

The bypoll to Nagaland’s sole 
parliamentary seat was necessitat-
ed due to sitting member Neiphiu 
Rio becoming the Chief Minister of 

the state. 
The strength of Nationalist Con-

gress Party, which won Bhandara-
Gondiya seat, has now gone up to 
seven in the Lok Sabha. 

The bypoll on the seat was ne-
cessitated by the resignation of sit-
ting BJP member Nana Patole who 
subsequently joined the Congress.

The first by-poll shock for BJP 
came in from Madhya Pradesh’s 
Ratlam constituency in November 
2015. 

The BJP had won 27 of the 29 
seats in the state in 2014. The by-
poll, necessitated after the death of 
sitting BJP MP Dileep Singh Bhuria, 
saw Congress’s Kantilal Bhuria won 
the seat against Dileep Singh Bhu-
ria’s daughter Nirmala.

Another setback for the BJP 
came from Punjab’s Gurdaspur in 
2017 where the bypoll, necessitated 
after the death of sitting BJP MP 
and actor-turned-politician Vinod 
Khanna, was won by Congress’s 
Sunil Singh Jakhar, son of former 
Lok Sabha Speaker Balram Jakhar. 

He defeated BJP’s Swaran So-
laria in the constituency by over 1.9 
lakh votes.

The Congress, which had lost in 
all the 25 seats in Rajasthan in 2014 
polls, managed to make a come-
back in the state early this year as it 
won the Lok Sabha by-polls in Alwar 
and Ajmer. 

The by-elections were neces-
sitated by the death of BJP MPs 
Sanwarlal Jat (Ajmer) and Mahant 
Chand Nath Yogi (Alwar).

In the byelections to Uttar 
Pradesh’s Phulpur and Gorakhpur, 
the Samajwadi Party (SP) niminees 
defeated the BJP candidates by 
handsome margins. 

The polls were necessitated by 
the resignation of Gorakhpur MP 
Yogi Adityanath and Phulpur MP 

Keshav Prasad Maurya after they 
became the state’s Chief Minister 
and Deputy Chief Minister respec-
tively.

The BJP also lost in the by-elec-
tion to Bihar’s Araria Lok Sabha seat 
to the RJD. 

The bypoll was necessitated 
after the death of RJD MP Mo-
hammad Taslimuddin last year. In 
Araria, there was a direct contest 
between Taslimuddin’s son Sarfraz 
Alam and BJP’s Pradip Singh.

The BJP however won parlia-
mentary bypolls in Assam, Mahar-
ashtra and Madhya Pradesh.

In Assam’s Lakhimpur, a poll 
was necessitated as sitting MP 
Sarbananda Sonowal took over as 
the Chief Minister after the party’s 
win. The party retained the seat in 
the by-poll.

The BJP also won in Madhya 
Pradesh’s Shahdol. 

The election was necessitated as 
veteran party leader Dalpat Singh 
Paraste passed away. 

The by-poll was held just days 
after demonetisation, when the 
country was in turmoil, seeking 
to adjust to the lack of cash in the 
system.

The BJP also won Vadodara, 
which has been its traditional 
stronghold seat. 

As Prime Minster Narendra 
Modi retained his Varanasi seat and 
resigned from Vadodara, BJP won 
the seat again easily.

BJP stalwart Gopinath Munde 
died in a road accident in June 2014 
which led to the by-poll in Mahar-
ashtra’s Beed. 

His daughter Pritam Munde 
easily retained the seat for the BJP. 
When BJP won an absolute major-
ity in the Lok Sahbha in 2014, it was 
the first party to do so in nearly 30 
years.

Many branches of 
the private banks also re-
mained closed on Wednes-
day and Thursday due to 
the pressure of the agi-
tating bank employees’ 
organisations. However, 
the union officials said it 
would be the protesters 
who would bear the brunt.

The United Forum 
of Bank Unions (UFBU), 
an umbrella body of nine 
bank unions, called for the 
two-day strike that started 
on Wednesday.

Venkatachalam said 
the unions had requested 
the IBA to come up with a 
better offer than the mere 
two per cent hike offer, 
so that the strike could 
be averted. He said the 
IBA was also asked not 

to delink the wage nego-
tiations for bank officers in 
the Scales 4-7 but it did not 
do anything.

Wage revision in the 
banks was due from No-
vember 1, 2017 and ac-
cording to Venkatachalam, 
the Central government 
had been advising the IBA 
to conclude the wage issue 
before this date.

Unions had submitted 
the Charter of Demands 
in May 2017 and discus-
sions commenced with 
them that month. But even 
though several rounds of 
discussions in the last one 
year, the IBA did not come 
forward with an offer.

On May 5, the IBA made 
an offer to hike the wages 
by two per cent, quoting 

poor financial condition of 
the banks as a reason. This 
offer was not acceptable to 
the unions.

According to Franco 
and Venkatachalam, the 
IBA began the wage talks 
with five per cent hike dur-
ing the last settlement.

Franco said: “There are 
some pros and cons. There 
is a proposal to do away 
with the wage settlements 
in the Wage Board Bill.” 

The nationwide strike 
also evoked great response 
for the second day too 
with more than 80,000 
bank branches remaining 
closed.

A total of banking trans-
actions worth about INR 
43,400 crore were affected 
during the two-day strike.
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Pompeo, North Korea’s Vice 
Chairman hold talks in US 

Pakistan PM calls for more 
democracy as Parliament is dissolved

Lanka prez accuses PM of shielding Rajpaksa, others in graft probe 

Israel serves Hamas ‘severest 
blow’ in years — Netanyahu

We nearly won 
seven year Syrian 
war; says Assad

Moscow invites N Korea’s Kim to visit

Denmark bans 
Islamic face 
coverings in public

Washington, May 31 
(PTI): US Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo and 
senior North Korean of-
ficial Kim Yong Chol have 
held talks in New York, 
ahead of a potential his-
toric summit between 
President Donald Trump 
and Chairman Kim Jong-
un in Singapore on June 
12.

The meeting between 
North Korea’s ex-spy chief 
with America’s top diplo-
mat came amid efforts to 
revive the prospects of the 
summit between Trump 
and Kim.

Kim Yong Chol is the 
most senior North Ko-
rean official to visit the 
US in 18 years.Pompeo 
said in a tweet: “Good 
working dinner with Kim 
Yong Chol in New York 
tonight. Steak, corn, and 
cheese on the menu”. The 
meeting was said to have 
lasted around 90 minutes. 
The high-ranking North 
Korean official, who will 
meet Pompeo again on 
Thursday, arrived at New 
York from Beijing.

“Pompeo has arrived 
in New York for meetings 
with North Korea Vice 
Chairman Kim Yong Chol 
as we continue to actively 
prepare for Trump’s po-
tential summit with North 
Korean Chairman Kim in 
Singapore and emphasise 
our commitment to the 
denuclearisation of the 
Korean Peninsula,” State 
Department Spokesper-
son Heather Nauert said.

Kim Yong Chol, former North Korean military intelligence chief and one of Kim Jong Un’s closest aides, left, 
and U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo pose for a picture before a meeting, Thursday, May 31, 2018, 
in New York.

AP/PTI

Benjamin Netanyahu

Shahid Khaqan Abbasi

AP/PTI

Korean leader Kim Jong Un, left, and Russia’s Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov pose for a photo during a 
meeting in Pyongyang, North Korea, Thursday, May 31, 2018 .

White House press 
secretary Sarah Sanders 
said the administration is 
preparing and expects the 
summit to take place on 
June 12 in Singapore.

“And we’ll be ready, if 
it does, on June 12. And if 
it’s not, then we’ll be ready 
if it takes place on July 12,” 
she told reporters at her 
daily news conference.

The United States, she 
said, is continuing to pre-
pare for the meeting be-
tween the President and 
the North Korean leader.

Trump last week called 
off the summit after North 
Korea expressed anger at 
comments by American 
officials. The President, 
however, later said that 
he was reconsidering his 
decision.

“The advance team, 
led by Deputy Chief of 
Staff Joe Hagin, met with 
the North Korean team 
in Singapore, and again 
expect to do so tomorrow. 
We want to thank our stra-
tegic partner in Singapore, 
who’s been incredibly 

generous in agreeing to 
host the summit. And the 
President is very appre-
ciative of Prime Minister 
Lee (Hsien Loong) for all 
of their efforts,” Sanders 
said. “Their talks will con-
tinue. So far, the readout 
from these meetings has 
been positive, and we’ll 
continue to move forward 
in them,” the White House 
press secretary said.

The conversation, she 
said, is going to be focused 
on denuclearisation of the 
Korean Peninsula.

Tel Aviv, May 31 (IANS): 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu 
said on Wednesday Is-
rael kept its promise to 
serve militant organisa-
tions in the Gaza Strip 
the “severest blow” in 
years.

The Israeli leader’s 
remarks came as calm 
was achieved in the 
area of the fence sepa-
rating the besieged Pal-
estinian enclave and 
Israel, Xinhua reported.

Some 70 mortars 
and rockets were fired 
from Gaza towards 
southern Israel on Tues-
day and Wednesday be-
fore dawn, according to 
Israeli official figures. 

At the same time, 
Israeli aircraft attacked 
at least 55 facilities be-
longing to the Hamas, 
the Islamist group that 
runs Gaza, and the Is-
lamic Jihad, a local mili-
tant group.

“Since yesterday, 
the Israel  Defense 
Forces has strongly 
retaliated against the 
firing from the Gaza 

Damascus, May 31 (IANS): Syr-
ian President Bashar al-Assad 
said that his administration has 
nearly won the seven-year-long 
war as the army has made major 
progress in the fight against the 
rebels, media reports on Thurs-
day said. He also said that the 
West was trying to prolong the 
crisis with every Syrian victory.

“With every move forward for 
the Syrian army, and for the po-
litical process..., our enemies and 
our opponents, mainly the West 
led by the US and their puppets 
in Europe and in our region, try 
to make it farther, either by sup-
porting more terrorism, bringing 
more terrorists to Syria, or by 
hindering the political process,” 
Xinhua cited a report in Russia 
Today quoting Assad.

The Syrian President said if it 
was not for the foreign support to 
the rebels in Syria, the militants 
could have been defeated within 
a year.

After the advance of the Syr-
ian army, as well as the unreliable 
nature of opposition forces, the 
US administration has started 
losing its “cards” and could be 
brought to the negotiation table, 
Assad said.

I s l a m a b a d ,  M a y  3 1 
(IANS): Outgoing Paki-
stan Prime Minister Sha-
hid Khaqan Abbasi on 
Thursday made an appeal 
to uphold and protect de-
mocracy in the country 
during the closing session 
of the Parliament, which 
completed its full term for 
only the second time in 
the country’s 71-year-old 
history.

The country is set to 
hold general and provin-
cial elections on July 25, 
with around 105 million 
people registered to vote, 

according to the Election 
Commission.

“Pakistan’s issues can 
only be resolved through a 
government which comes 
through the will of the 
people,” said Abbasi, re-
ported Efe.

“We did experiments 
in the past but a non-
representative govern-
ment can never solve the 
problems,” said the Prime 
Mminister of a nation 
which has been ruled by 
military junta for more 
than half of its independ-
ent history.

Colombo, May 31 (PTI): Sri 
Lankan President Maithri-
pala Sirisena has accused 
Prime Minister Ranil Wick-
remesinghe of shielding 
former strongman Mahi-
nda Rajapaksa, his family 
and supporters in corrup-
tion cases, in a fresh jolt to 
their ruling coalition.

The unity government 
of Sirisena’s Sri Lanka 
Freedom Party (SLFP) and 
Wickremesinghe’s United 
National Party (UNP) was 
plagued with crisis ever 
since former President Ra-
japaksa’s new party pulled 
off a stunning victory in 
February’s local elections 
seen as a referendum on 
the ruling alliance.

A new turn of events 
in the continued political 
crisis came yesterday when 
Sirisena addressed a public 
gathering to commemo-
rate a leading Buddhist 

monk who was instrumen-
tal in the then Opposition’s 
victory over Rajapaksa in 
2015.

Referring to a speech 
by the monk at the event 
where he was faulted for 
accepting the leadership 
of the SLFP after becom-
ing the president, Sirisena 
said it was due to him that 
Wickremesinghe became 
premier and the current 
government was able to 
stay afloat.

“I made Ranil Wick-
remesinghe the prime 
minister with just 47 seats 
when Mahinda Rajapaksa 
had two thirds of the seats,” 
Sirisena blasted.

“There are people who 
are trying to make out that 
it is I who obstructed the 
prosecution of corrupt 
members of the former 
regime. If you want to know 
the truth, ask the relatives 

of Wasim Thajudeen and 
their lawyers,” he said of 
Thajudeen, a rugby player 
who was killed in 2012 and 
the Rajapaksas blamed 
for it.

Sirisena suggested that 
Wickremesinghe had “cut 
deals” with the Rajapaksas 
and was protecting the 
corrupt.

The SLFP and the UNP 
had formed a national uni-
ty government after 2015 
elections but both parties 
have differed on several 
issues.

Sirisena said he had 
telephoned the Air Force 
chief yesterday to ask who 
ordered the release of heli-
copters for former presi-
dent Rajapaksa to travel 
to his southern province 
home soon after his defeat 
in January 2015.

“I was told that the then 
Air Force commander had 

been told that I wanted 
helicopters given, but they 
didn’t even inform me 
about such a thing,” he 
said, suggesting it was done 
by Wickremesinghe.

Sirisena said he was 
also unaware of the 100-
day reform programme 
unveiled by the UNP-led 
government soon after 
his election. During the 
programme, the govern-
ment introduced the 19th 
amendment to the consti-
tution which pruned presi-
dential powers to dissolve 
parliament.

Sirisena in March had 
replaced Wickremesin-
ghe as the law and order 
minister amidst fresh vio-
lence between majority 
Sinhala Buddhists and 
minority Muslims in the 
Kandy district despite 
imposition of nationwide 
emergency.

His Pakistan Muslim 
League (Nawaz) party, in 
a Twitter post, also hailed 
the Parliament complet-
ing its tenure, calling it a 
“success-story for democ-
racy”.

Pakistan’s first hando-
ver of power between two 
parliaments took place in 
2013, when the Pakistan 
People’s Party-led govern-
ment ended its term and 
the subsequent elections 
saw the PML-N come to 
power.

However, neither of 
the Prime Ministers elect-
ed during the two govern-
ments could finish their 
full terms.

Leader of Opposition, 
Syed Khursheed Shah, 
also praised the comple-
tion of the term although 
he stressed that there 
was a need to further 
strengthen democracy in 
the country.

After the dissolution of 
the Parliament on Thurs-
day night, an interim gov-
ernment led by former 
Chief Justice Nasir-ul-
Mulk will govern the coun-
try until the elections.

Moscow, May 31 (PTI/
AFP): Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergei Lavrov in 
Pyongyang today invited 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un to visit Russia, 
Moscow said, during the 
first meeting between the 
head of the reclusive state 
and a Russian official.

Lavrov passed greet-
ings from Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin to 
Kim, saying he wished 
him success in the “ma-
jor undertakings that 
have been initiated on 
the Korean peninsula”, 
the ministry said in a 
statement.

Lavrov was the first 
Russian official to be re-
ceived by Kim, Russian 
news agencies said.

 “It was the first of-
ficial meeting with him 
face to face,” TASS quoted 
a source in the minister’s 
delegation as saying.

The Russian foreign 
ministry also released pic-
tures of the two men shak-
ing hands and smiling.

Russia’s top diplomat 
arrived in Pyongyang 
earlier today, ahead of 
a landmark summit be-
tween Kim and US Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

His visit comes amid a 

Copenhagen, May 31 
(IANS): Denmark’s Par-
liament on Thursday ap-
proved a law that bans 
certain types of Islamic 
face coverings in public 
places and punishes the 
infractions with fines.The 
law, approved with 75 
votes for and 30 against, 
bans any garment that 
covers the face, such as 
the naqab or the burqa, 
but does not apply to arti-
cles of clothing that have 
a recognized purpose, like 
winter clothes, costumes 
or protective gear, Efe re-
ported.

A  f i r s t  i n f ra c t i o n 
would be met with a fine 
of around $157, but by 
the fourth infraction the 
punishment could go up 
to almost $1,570. It would 
be up to police and courts 
to determine whether 
certain garments violate 
the new law, which is to 
be enforced starting from 
August 1.

Other European coun-
tries, such as France and 
Austria, have similar poli-
cies in place.

flurry of diplomatic activity to organise 
next month’s summit, with US Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo also meeting 
Kim’s right-hand man Kim Yong Chol in 
New York late yesterday.

Last month North Korea’s foreign 
minister Ri Yong Ho held rare talks with 
Lavrov in Moscow as Pyongyang moves 
to improve strained ties with global 
powers.

Washington wants North Korea to 
quickly give up all its nuclear weapons 
in a verifiable way in return for sanc-
tions and economic relief.

Pyongyang has a different view of 
denuclearisation and remains deeply 
worried that abandoning its deterrent 
would leave it vulnerable, especially 
while the United States maintains a ro-
bust military presence in South Korea.

Strip and has hit doz-
ens of terrorist targets 
in the severest blow we 
have landed on them in 
years,” Netanyahu said.

He accused the Ha-
mas and Islamic Jihad 
to be “inspired by Iran” 
and said they were ac-
countable for the recent 
escalation.

“I will not detail 
our plans because I do 
not want the enemy to 

know what to expect. 
But one thing is clear: 
when they test us, they 
pay immediately. 

And if they continue 
testing us, they will pay 
dearly,” he said.

The violence came 
as a response claimed 
by the Hamas and Ji-
had to the killing of at 
least 116 Palestinians 
by Israeli forces during 
protests near the fence.
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Kendrick Lamar receives 2018 Pulitzer for music
Kendrick Lamar, who made history when he became the first hip-hop act to win a 
Pulitzer prize in music for his acclaimed 2017 album “DAMN”, received the honour 
here. He said the experience was beautiful. On Wednesday afternoon, Lamar was at 
the Columbia University to receive the award, reports billboard.com. Lee C. Bol-
linger, President of Columbia University, showered Lamar’s “DAMN” with praise, 
dubbing the project a “virtuosic song collection unified by its vernacular authentic-
ity that offers affecting vignettes capturing the complexity of modern African-Ameri-
can life”. Though Lamar didn’t comment or do interviews at the University regarding 
his latest feat, he spoke on the Pulitzer’s Facebook live video and highlighted his 
experience at the luncheon.  “It’s an honour ... I’ve been writing my whole life, so to 
get this type of recognition -- it’s beautiful,” he said. (IANS)
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A
fter a long break 
Alobo Naga & The Band 
(ANTB) is back with 
a new single ‘Come 
Back Home’ mixed and 

mastered by the famous American 
guitarist Neil Zaza.

Interestingly the song was 
recorded from different recording 
studios. Initially the band did the 
voice, synth and the guitars from 
Element Indie records, later they 
recorded the guitars and bass from 
New life studio and end up at Jam 
Studio 11 to record acoustic drums 
and send it the audio Kitchen, 
Akron, Ohio USA for mixing and 
mastering. The legendary guitarist 
Neil Zaza personally did the mix-
ing and mastering for the band, 
mentioned a press note.   

Neil Zaza stated “I really love 
Alobo Naga and the Band. I think 
they are writing and recording 
some really special music that 
touches the heart and talks about 
important things that the listener 
can relate to. They have a fresh 
sound with killer songwriting. It 

was great collaborating on the 
mix with a Nagaland artist! I have 
always thought there is so much 
talent in Nagaland and it was an 
honor to work on their music with 
them. We mixed and mastered 
the single at my studio, The Audio 
Kitchen, in Akron, Ohio, USA in 
partnership with gray wolf records, 
Nagaland. I hope to work more 
with this very talented act in the 
future. Watch out for this act.”

The ‘Come Back Home’ music 
video was done by Tinted Lights 
Studio, directed by Imcha Jamir. 
Interestingly many actors were 
involved in the video including 
Miss International India 2016, 
World Miss Asia University 2016, 
Femina Miss India 2015 (Top 10) 
Rewati Chetri,  our very own Nag-
amese Film Superstar Boss Meren, 
KuveluTetseo & Mercy Tetseo from 
Tetseo Sisters , Marina Kiho : Miss 
Nagaland 2017 and many more, 
mentioned the release. 

One can watch the video from 
ANTB’S official YouTube channel. 

EMN

Alobo Naga and 
the band releases 
new music video 

Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern 
Mirror’s - Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as 
they share their  experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all 
connect to so Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

Little did we know

 In recent years, a bunch of 
young singers/songwriters have 
emerged from the state with a 
sound that sounds nothing like 
anything we have heard before, 
and much better than their pred-
ecessors. Pelenuo Yhome 
is a part of that bunch and she 
just might be the cream of the 
crop.

Pelenuo’s voice weaves charm-
ing melodies that one does not 
come across quite often. Her first 
release, “build a story” is a testa-
ment of how much this honest 
singer/songwriter has to offer.

The only “sad” part in Miss 
Yhome’s design is that she does 
not identify herself as much of a 
singer, and that we do not get to 
listen to more of her stories...

Find our more about Pelenuo 
Yhome on Instagram_ @ yangerjung

EASTERN MIRROR:  Please introduce 
yourself.

Pelenuo Yhome: My name is 
Pelenuo. My mum is Ao and my dad is 
Angami. I’m working in Paragon Prime 
(a construction company based in Kohi-
ma). I love country music and I am a fan 
of Taya Smith (from Hillsong United).

EASTERN MIRROR:  The release of 
“build a story”, how has it changed 
your life? And what’s the story of the 
song?

Pelenuo Yhome: It has definitely 
changed the way I perceive things. My 
friend and I worked on a wedding 
together, which was super hectic but 
somehow it all turned out well. 

On the day of the wedding, after the 
vows were made and exchanged, I sat 
at a corner (extremely tired and almost 
in tears) staring at the newly wedded 
couple, thinking how that very mo-
ment would stay with them till their last 
breathe. It made me wonder about how 
the glimpse of a moment can impact our 
lives. Some moments, like this wedding, 
have to be carefully worked out, while 
some moments happen on its own. But 
these moments stay with us till the end. 
And so the song is basically about mo-
ments; who you choose to keep and the 
stories you want to build with them. 

Later, on that day, I wandered off 
to a nearby hill with my earphones on 
and my friends had to organise a search 
party; in their thoughts, I had been 
kidnapped.

EASTERN MIRROR:  I 
thought you were 
an architect but 
you are actually 

a Furniture and Spatial Designer by 
profession. But a lot of people identify 
you more as a singer. How’s that for you 
and what’s the ideal balance?

Pelenuo Yhome: First of all, I 
want to clear this. I have done my bach-
elors in civil engineering and my masters 
in spatial and furniture designing. It’s 
funny how people confuse me with being 
an architect. Anyway, I don’t think there’s 
any balance as such. Singing is more like 
a hobby and so, work and singing kinda 
goes well together.

EASTERN MIRROR:  You’re a good 
guitar player. Tell us a bit about it. What 
guitar do you use and who taught you/
how you learnt to play it?

Pelenuo Yhome: I used an Oscar 
Schmidt acoustic guitar by Washburn. 
I am not at all familiar with guitar 
brands but that’s the one I have. My dad 
taught me some chords and I picked it 
up from there. I used to watch people 
play at church and I would try them 
out later by myself. 

I play mostly when I’m alone and 
I don’t try to imitate anyone. But 
I play in a way that makes sing-
ing more comfortable. More like 
doing what is comfortable for me. 
Whenever I want to learn some-
thing new on the guitar, I watch 
tutorials and when that fails, 
ha ha, I go to Jonathan and my 
friend, Zulu.  

EASTERN MIRROR:  Your brother 
Jonathan’s EP is coming out soon. 
What about you? Do you have anything 

new coming out anytime soon? 
Pelenuo Yhome: Yes, I 

don’t know the exact date but 

Jonathan’s EP is coming out soon. He is 
one person who inspires me a lot. I have 
a couple of songs but I have never felt 
like recording them. But I “might” record 
one or two this year. 

EASTERN MIRROR:  What do you think 
about the music scene in Nagaland?

Pelenuo Yhome: I feel that there 
are so many talented singers and musi-
cians coming up but it seems we’re sort 
of stuck in a phase where there’s a lack of 
creativity and originality. It shouldn’t be 
generic. It shouldn’t sound like a rip-off 
of a million other songs out there, you 
know. We are also clueless about market-
ing it. With digital music, it’s become 
more difficult I guess. And then, there’s 
the whole part about making it a proper 
profession and making a living out of it 
that we need to 

catch up on.  

EASTERN MIRROR:  What are you 
other hobbies other than singing?

Pelenuo Yhome:  Carpentry 
and walking. I like going on long walks 
alone. It clears the mind. 

EASTERN MIRROR:  The Top 5 songs 
on your current playlist?

Pelenuo Yhome: 
Tom Leeb – Are we too late.

Hillsong United – Prince of Peace
John Butler – Ocean

Dixie Chicks – Cold day in July. 
Ed Sheeran – Perfect 

EASTERN MIRROR:  Top 5 artist from 
the state.

Pelenuo Yhome: 
1. Jonathan Yhome

2. Lelo
3. Tuden

4. Moko Koza 
5. Mar (Polar Lights)

EASTERN MIRROR:  Best live perform-
ance experience?

Pelenuo Yhome: That would be 
last year, at the “So far sounds” show, 
held in Dimapur. The crowd wasn’t mas-
sive but I could connect with them well.

EASTERN MIRROR:  Tell some-
thing about your brother, 

Jonathan, that he 
doesn’t want peo-

ple to know.
Pelenuo 

Yhome:  He likes 
tea.  
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A man with Parkinson’s disease displaying a flexed walking posture 
pictured in 1892. (For representation purpose)
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A Map of the Square and Stationary Earth by Professor Orlando Ferguson, South Dakota, 1893. Photo courtesy Wikipedia

240-mn-year-old lizard fossil 
‘ancestor’ of all reptiles

Look beyond protected areas for conservation 
of endangered hangul in Kashmir — Study

Indian scientists find new clues to Parkinson’s

Common toothpaste ingredient linked to colon cancer

What makes people distrust science? Surprisingly, not politics

Toronto, May 31 (IANS): 
Paleontologists have iden-
tified a 240-million-year-
old fossil of a lizard as the 
“ancestor” of all modern 
lizards and snakes, pro-
viding key insight into the 
origin and evolution of 
one of the largest groups of 
vertebrates on Earth.

The fossil — Mega-
chirella wachtleri — is 
known as squamates and 
was originally found in the 
early 2000s in the Dolo-
mites Mountains of North-
ern Italy.

It suggests the origin of 
squamates is even older, 
taking place in the late 

Permian period, more 
than 250 million years ago.

“The specimen is 75 
million years older than 
what we thought were the 
oldest fossil lizards in the 
entire world and provides 
valuable information for 
understanding the evolu-
tion of both living and 
extinct squamates,” said 
lead author Tiago Simoes, 
a doctoral student from 
the University of Alberta 
in Canada.

Currently, there are 
10,000 species of lizards 
and snakes around the 
world, twice as many dif-
ferent species as mam-

mals. Despite this modern 
diversity, scientists did not 
know much about the ear-
ly stages of their evolution.

First discovered more 
than 15 years ago on 
Monte Pra della Vacca in 
the Dolomites mountain 
range of northern Italy 
by Michael Wachtler, the 
researchers considered 
Megachirella wachtleri as 
an enigmatic lizard-like 
reptile but could not reach 
conclusive placement.

“It is extraordinary 
when you realise you are 
answering long-standing 
questions about the origin 
of one of the largest groups 

of vertebrates on Earth,” 
Simoes added, in a paper 
published in the journal 
Nature.

To better understand 
both the anatomy of Mega-
chirella wachtleri and the 
earliest evolution of lizards 
and snakes, the team as-
sembled the largest reptile 
dataset ever created.

The team combined 
data from both living and 
extinct reptiles--which 
involved anatomical data 
drawn from CT scans and 
DNA, revealing that the 
once enigmatic reptile was 
actually the oldest known 
squamate.

New Delhi, May 30 (India 
Science Wire): For long-
term conservation of the 
critically endangered red 
deer or hangul in Kash-
mir, it is necessary to take 
up conservation efforts 
beyond protected areas, a 
new study has suggested.

The state of Jammu 
and Kashmir has only 
about 200 hanguls in the 
wild. Systematic efforts 
are underway to conserve 
them at Dachigam Na-
tional park on the outskirts 
of Srinagar. However, con-
tinuous inbreeding and 
geographic isolation have 
reduced their genetic di-
versity and any natural ca-
lamity or disease outbreak 
can cause local extinction 
of this species, the study 
published in journal Cur-
rent Science has warned.

Known for its giant ant-
lers bearing 11 to 16 points, 
hangul is the state animal 
of Jammu and Kashmir. 
Globally, red deer is one 
of the most widespread 
deer species in the world. 
Yet several red deer species 
have gone locally extinct 
or are severely threatened. 
The Kashmir red deer is the 
only surviving sub-species 
of red deer in the Indian 

New Delhi, May 30 (India 
Science Wire): Despite 
research over decades, sci-
entists are yet to figure out 
the cause for the Parkin-
son’s disease. One thing is 
clear that aggregation of a 
protein called alpha synu-
clein plays a key role in de-
velopment of the disease. 
The aggregation pathway 
of this protein is subject of 
intense research. Studies 
so far have focused on pro-
tein aggregates, amyloid 
fibrils, which form late in 
the aggregation pathway.

Researchers at the 
CSIR- Indian Institute of 
Chemical Biology (CSIR-
IICB) in Kolkata have now 
proposed that alpha synu-
clein oligomers which 
come into the picture early 
in the aggregation path-
way could be responsible 
for development of Par-
kinson’s.

They have shown that 
the protein in its native 
form, early oligomers and 
amyloid fibrils affect each 
other in the aggregation 
landscape. They used two 
amino acids to conduct 
their study in live neuro-
blastoma cells. The first 
one was glutamate, which 
happens to assist the for-
mation of amyloid fibrils 
by facilitating generation 
of early oligomers. The 
second one was arginine, 
which inhibits amyloid fi-
bril formation by inducing 

a large change in the shape 
of the native protein.

“ It is possible to moni-
tor and understand the 
early events in aggrega-
tion. It gives us hope that a 
therapeutic molecule may 
be possible against early 
oligomeric molecules “ 
:Dr Krishnananda Chat-
topadhyay

The study has shown 
it is possible to monitor 
early events of the aggre-
gation pathway when the 
native protein fluctuates 
in its monomeric states or 
when it forms early oligo-
meric molecules by using 
a combination of con-
ventional methods and 
spectroscopy at the single 
molecule level.

“We have shown that 
it is possible to monitor 
and understand the early 
events in aggregation. It 
gives us hope that a thera-
peutic molecule may be 
possible against early 
oligomeric molecules,” 
Dr Krishnananda Chat-
topadhyay, leader of the 
research team, told India 
Science Wire.

“The study establishes 
that glutamate acts as a fa-
cilitator and arginine acts 
as an inhibitor of the late 
stage of alpha synuclein 
aggregation. However, it 
is not clear if the observed 
effect is because of other 
cellular changes due to 
the addition of these mol-

New York, May 31 (IANS): Using tri-
closan, an antibacterial and antifun-
gal agent found in hand soaps and 
toothpastes among other consumer 
products, can potentially cause co-
lon inflammation and cancer, finds 
a study on mice.

The study, reported in Science 
Translational Medicine, suggests 
that short-time treatment with low-
dose triclosan caused low-grade 
colonic inflammation, and exagger-
ated disease development of colitis 
and colitis-associated colon cancer 
in mice. 

“These results, for the first time, 
suggest that triclosan could have 
adverse effects on gut health,” said 
Guodong Zhang at the University of 
Massachusetts-Amherst, US.

Previous research has suggested 

that triclosan can have toxic effects 
at high doses, but the health ef-
fects of lower concentrations that a 
person might be exposed to remain 
unclear. 

For the new study, the team fed 
mice with food containing various 
concentrations of triclosan for three 
weeks. 

The results showed that mice 
treated with a concentration of 
triclosan that reflects the concen-
trations reported in human blood 
samples displayed more systemic 
and colonic inflammation com-
pared to control animals. 

Furthermore, triclosan expo-
sure increased the severity of colon 
inflammation in mouse models of 
inflammatory bowel disease -- an 
effect that persisted even when low 

doses of the chemical were admin-
istered. 

Triclosan treatment also in-
creased tumour size and reduced 
survival in a separate group of ro-
dents with colon cancer. 

Interestingly, triclosan also re-
duced the diversity of commensal 
bacteria in the gut of mice, and 
germ-free mice were protected 
from the harmful effects, suggesting 
its pro-inflammatory actions may 
arise due to alteration of the gut 
microbiome. 

The researchers stressed that 
further studies should assess the 
impact of triclosan on human gut 
health, and determine whether in-
dividuals with IBD or colon cancer 
could be more vulnerable to any 
adverse effects.

Today, there is a crisis of trust 
in science. Many people – in-
cluding politicians and, yes, 

even presidents – publicly express 
doubts about the validity of scientif-
ic findings. Meanwhile, scientific in-
stitutions and journals express their 
concerns about the public’s increas-
ing distrust in science. How is it pos-
sible that science, the products of 
which permeate our everyday lives, 
making them in many ways more 
comfortable, elicits such negative 
attitudes among a substantial part 
of the population? Understanding 
why people distrust science will go 
a long way towards understanding 
what needs to be done for people to 
take science seriously. 

Political ideology is seen by 
many researchers as the main cul-
prit of science skepticism. The soci-
ologist Gordon Gauchat has shown 
that political conservatives in the 
United States have become more 
distrusting of science, a trend that 
started in the 1970s. And a swath 
of recent research conducted by 
social and political psychologists 
has consistently shown that climate-
change skepticism in particular is 
typically found among those on the 
conservative side of the political 
spectrum. However, there is more to 
science skepticism than just politi-
cal ideology.

The same research that has 
observed the effects of political 
ideology on attitudes towards cli-
mate change has also found that 
political ideology is not that pre-
dictive of skepticism about other 
controversial research topics. Work 
by the cognitive scientist Stephan 
Lewandowsky, as well as research 
led by the psychologist Sydney Scott, 
observed no relation between po-
litical ideology and attitudes toward 
genetic modification. Lewandowsky 
also found no clear relation between 
political conservatism and vaccine 
skepticism.

So there is more that underlies 
science skepticism than just po-
litical conservatism. But what? It is 
important to systematically map 
which factors do and do not con-
tribute to science skepticism and 
science (dis)trust in order to provide 
more precise explanations for why 

a growing number of individuals 
reject the notion of anthropogenic 
climate change, or fear that eating 
genetically modified products is 
dangerous, or believe that vaccines 
cause autism.

My colleagues and I recently 
published a set of studies that in-
vestigated science trust and science 
skepticism. One of the take-home 
messages of our research is that it 
is crucial not to lump various forms 
of science skepticism together. And 
although we were certainly not the 
first to look beyond political ideol-
ogy, we did note two important lacu-
nae in the literature. First, religiosity 
has so far been curiously under-re-
searched as a precursor to science 
skepticism, perhaps because politi-
cal ideology commanded so much 
attention. Second, current research 
lacks a systematic investigation into 

various forms of skepticism, along-
side more general measures of trust 
in science. We attempted to correct 
both oversights.

People can be skeptical or dis-
trusting of science for different 
reasons, whether it is about one 
specific finding from one discipline 
(for example, ‘The climate is not 
warming, but I believe in evolution’), 
or about science in general (‘Science 
is just one of many opinions’). We 
identified four major predictors of 
science acceptance and science 
skepticism: political ideology; re-
ligiosity; morality; and knowledge 
about science. These variables tend 
to intercorrelate – in some cases 
quite strongly – which means that 
they are potentially confounded. 
To illustrate, an observed relation 
between political conservatism and 
trust in science might in reality be 

caused by another variable, for ex-
ample religiosity. When not measur-
ing all constructs simultaneously, it 
is hard to properly assess what the 
predictive value of each of these is.

So, we investigated the het-
erogeneity of science skepticism 
among samples of North American 
participants (a large-scale cross-
national study of science skepti-
cism in Europe and beyond will 
follow). We provided participants 
with statements about climate 
change (eg, ‘Human CO2 emissions 
cause climate change’), genetic 
modification (eg, ‘GM of foods is a 
safe and reliable technology’), and 
vaccination (eg, ‘I believe that vac-
cines have negative side effects that 
outweigh the benefits of vaccination 
for children’). Participants could in-
dicate to what extent they agreed or 
disagreed with these statements. We 

also measured participants’ general 
faith in science, and included a task 
in which they could indicate how 
much federal money should be 
spent on science, compared with 
various other domains. We assessed 
the impact of political ideology, 
religiosity, moral concerns and sci-
ence knowledge (measured with a 
science literacy test, consisting of 
true or false items such as ‘All ra-
dioactivity is made by humans’, and 
‘The centre of the Earth is very hot’) 
on participants’ responses to these 
various measures.

Political ideology did not play 
a meaningful role when it came 
to most of our measures. The only 
form of science skepticism that 
was consistently more pronounced 
among the politically conservative 
respondents in our studies was, not 
surprisingly, climate-change skep-

ticism. But what about the other 
forms of skepticism, or skepticism 
of science generally?

Skepticism about genetic modi-
fication was not related to political 
ideology or religious beliefs, though 
it did correlate with science knowl-
edge: the worse people did on the 
scientific literacy test, the more 
skeptical they were about the safety 
of genetically modified food. Vac-
cine skepticism also had no relation 
to political ideology, but it was stron-
gest among religious participants, 
with a particular relation to moral 
concerns about the naturalness of 
vaccination.

Moving beyond domain-specific 
skepticism, what did we observe 
about a general trust in science, and 
the willingness to support science 
more broadly? The results were 
quite clear: trust in science was by 
far the lowest among the religious. 
In particular, religious orthodoxy 
was a strong negative predictor of 
faith in science and the orthodox 
participants were also the least posi-
tive about investing federal money 
in science. But notice here again 
political ideology did not contribute 
any meaningful variance over and 
beyond religiosity.

From these studies there are 
a couple of lessons to be learned 
about the current crisis of faith that 
plagues science. Science skepticism 
is quite diverse. Further, distrust of 
science is not really that much about 
political ideology, with the excep-
tion of climate-change skepticism, 
which is consistently found to be 
politically driven. Additionally, these 
results suggest that science skepti-
cism cannot simply be remedied 
by increasing people’s knowledge 
about science. The impact of scien-
tific literacy on science skepticism, 
trust in science, and willingness to 
support science was minor, save for 
the case of genetic modification. 
Some people are reluctant to accept 
particular scientific findings, for 
various reasons. When the aim is 
to combat skepticism and increase 
trust in science, a good starting 
point is to acknowledge that science 
skepticism comes in many forms.
(Bastiaan T Rutjens is an assistant 

professor at the psychology 
department of the University of 

Amsterdam in the Netherlands.)

ecules or direct interac-
tion of these molecules 
with alpha-synuclein. The 
mechanism of internal-
ization and interaction of 
these molecules with al-
pha-synuclein needs to be 
better understood. It will 
also be challenging how 
one can transform this 
knowledge for drug de-
velopment for a complex 
disease like Parkinson’s”, 
commented Dr. Samir 

K.Maji of IIT Bombay, who 
was not connected with 
the study.

Besides Dr. Chatto-
padhyay, his colleagues 
Sumantha Ghosh and 
Amrita Kundu, were in-
volved in the study. The 
research results have been 
published in journal Sci-
entific Reports. The work 
was funded by the De-
partment of Science and 
Technology (DST).

sub-continent. It has been 
classified as critically en-
dangered by the Interna-
tional Union for Conserva-
tion of Nature (IUCN).

A team of scientists 
from the Wildlife Institute 
of India, Wildlife Trust of 
India and Department of 
Wildlife protection un-
der the state government 
came together and carried 
out a preliminary survey 
during 2008-2012 in 33 
sites in different valleys 
to assess the possibility 
of expanding the area for 
conservation for the deer.

“Globally, red deer 
is one of the most wide-
spread deer species in the 
world. Yet several red deer 
species have gone local-
ly extinct or are severely 
threatened. The Kashmir 
red deer is the only sur-

viving sub-species of red 
deer in the Indian sub-
continent.” 

The study sought to 
figure out whether there 
were subpopulations of 
the animals outside the 
national park and if there 
were any area where they 
were found were suitable 
for recolonisation and 
whether they could be 
inter-connected with the 
national park. Researchers 
used open source soft-
ware, Biomapper, coupled 
with remote sensing data 
extracted using ArcGIS for 
evaluating habitat suitabil-
ity. Both direct and indirect 
sighting data along natural 
trails and paths were used 
to carry out habitat suit-
ability modelling.

The scientists found 
that three areas, measur-

ing about 935.46 sq. km, 
around Dachigam Na-
tional Park, have greater 
potential for supporting 
hangul population. “Our 
results show year-round 
presence of hangul in both 
Wanghat–Naranag and 
Chandaji (spanning 292 
sq. km) suggesting their 
high potential to increase 
further, given adequate 
conservation attention 
and legal protection, es-
pecially in lower altitude 
areas which serve as im-
portant wintering and 
fawning grounds,” the 
study has said.

“ Ha n g u l  n e e d s  a 
multi-pronged strategy. 
For instance, the upland 
pastures that are so impor-
tant for the species during 
summer have been run 
over by the nomadic tribe 
of Bakerwal and these area 
needs to be reclaimed and 
made inviolate if han-
gul numbers are to grow. 
In addition, other areas 
which were once inhab-
ited must also be given a 
chance.” Dr. Rahul Kaul 
of Wildlife Trust of India 
and a member of the re-
search team, explained 
while speaking to India 
Science Wire.
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Zinedine Zidane 

Marco Silva 

Spain's Rafael Nadal serves the ball to Argentina's Guido Pella 
during their second round match of the French Open tennis 
tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris.

AP/PTI

Paolo Guerrero 

Frank Lampard

Zidane quits as Real Madrid coach

Peru's Guerrero cleared to play FIFA World Cup

Frank Lampard signs 3-year 
contract with Derby County

Everton name Marco Silva as manager

Nadal eases into 3rd round

Madrid, May 31 (IANS): 
Fresh from winning his 
third consecutive Champi-
ons League title with Real 
Madrid, Zinedine Zidane 
stunned the football world 
on Thursday by announcing 
his resignation as coach of 
the multiple La Liga cham-
pions.

In a surprise press con-
ference held alongside the 
club's president Florentino 
Pérez, the French coach ex-
plained that it was time for 
a change after three years at 
the helm, reports Efe.

"I've taken the decision 
to not continue next year 
as Real Madrid's coach," 
Zidane said.

"I think that this team 
needs to keep on winning 
and it needs a change for 
that. After three years, it 
needs a different work 
methodology," he added. 
"I've made this decision 
because I love this club very 
much."

Zidane said he would 
always be grateful to the 
president for bringing him 
to Madrid.

Pérez, looking ashen 
and visibly shaken, said 
the decision which he had 
been informed of the previ-
ous day had taken him by 
surprise.

"It's a sad day for me, 
for the fans, the players and 
everyone working for this 
club," he said.

"I've loved him as a 
player and as a coach, and 
would have liked to always 

FRENCH OPEN

have him by my side," he 
added. "I can only remind 
him that this house is his 
family."

Pérez, who had given 
reporters less than an hour 
to make it to the club for the 
conference, said one cannot 
be prepared for news such 
as this, and thanked Zidane 
for his sacrifice, his passion 
and his affection. 

"His behaviour has al-
ways been exemplary and 
in accordance with Real 
Madrid's values. I have no 
doubt that he will return 
someday," he added.

Zidane, who won the 
Ballon D'Or in 1998 as an 
outstanding attacking mid-
fielder with a magnificent 
left foot, arrived at Real Ma-
drid in 2001, when Pérez 
paid 77.5 million euros 
($90.7 million) -- then an all-

time record -- for his trans-
fer from Juventus Turin. 

That season, he won the 
Champions League, scoring 
a spectacular volley in the fi-
nal in Glasgow that is widely 
considered one of the best 
goals of all time.

He retired as a profes-
sional player in 2006, after 
the FIFA World Cup in Ger-
many, in which his French 
national team ended as 
runner-up following the 
loss to Italy in the final's 
penalty shootout.

Despite seeing a red 
card in that final after head-
butting Italian defender 
Marco Materazzi in the 
chest, he still won the Gold-
en Ball for the tournament's 
best player.

With France, he had 
previously won the 1998 
World Cup at home and the 

UEFA Euro 2000 in Belgium 
and the Netherlands while 
putting in decisive perfor-
mances.

He was named FIFA 
World Player of the Year in 
1998, 2000 and 2003.

After retiring, he be-
came an assistant coach 
at Real Madrid in 2013-14, 
when the team was helmed 
by Carlo Ancelotti, and 
won both the Champions 
League and the Copa del 
Rey that season.

In 2014, he took over 
as head coach for Real Ma-
drid's B squad, Real Madrid 
Castilla. 

But his big break as 
manager came in January 
2016, when Rafael Benítez 
was fired mid-season from 
the bench and Zidane was 
tapped as his replacement.

That year, Real Madrid 

Geneva, May 31 (IANS): Peru striker Paolo 
Guerrero can participate in the upcom-
ing FIFA World Cup, as his 14-month ban 
from a doping violation was suspended on 
Thursday.

The Federal Supreme Court of Switzer-
land accepted the appeal Guerrero filed on 
Friday, and the urgent request to suspend the 
ban, reports Efe.

The decision came nearly an hour after 
the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) said it 
would not oppose the Peru captain's request.

London, May 31 (IANS): 
Former Chelsea and Eng-
land midfielder Frank Lam-
pard is to become head 
coach of English second-
tier club Derby County, the 
football club announced on 
Thursday.

Lampard, 39, took his 
first job as a manager af-
ter having announced his 
retirement as a player in 
February 2017, reports Efe.

"This is my first job as 
a manager but I have been 
working towards this for a 
long time. I have worked 
closely with some of the 
best coaches in the game 
and I am confident in my 
own abilities and those of 
the team around me," Chel-
sea's top goal scorer said.

"I know it won't be 
easy, managing a football 
team never is but I am here 
to work hard. I am really 
looking forward to getting 
started and to the challenge 
ahead," he added.

As a player for more 
than 20 years, Lampard 

London, May 31 (Reuters): 
Everton have named Por-
tuguese Marco Silva as 
their manager, the Premier 
League club said on Thurs-
day. The 40-year-old Silva, 
former manager of Watford 
and Hull City, takes over 
from Sam Allardyce who 
left Goodison Park at the 
end of last season.

“I’m really proud to be 
the new Everton manager,” 
Silva told Everton TV. “I’m 
excited and I’m really hap-
py to take this big challenge 
for us as a club and for me 
as a manager.

Paris, May 31(AP): Rafael 
Nadal has completed an-
other straight-set win to 
reach the third round of 
the French Open.

Nadal is once again 
the big favorite in Paris 
following a tremendous 
clay-court season, and the 
10-time champion lived 
up to the status by easily 
dispatching Guido Pella of 
Argentina 6-2, 6-1, 6-1 on 
Court Suzanne Lenglen.

Nadal hasn’t lost a set 
at the French Open since 
2015, when he was beaten 
in the quarterfinals by No-
vak Djokovic. In 2016, he 
withdrew with an injured 
left wrist after a pair of easy 
victories, then claimed ev-
ery set he played last year 
en route to the trophy.

Against Pella, the top-
ranked Spaniard saved all 
four break points he faced 
and hit 37 winners. He 
will be up against Richard 
Gasquet of France in the 
next round.

Wins for Halep, Mugu-
ruza and Sharapova 
Top-ranked Simona Ha-
lep, third-seeded Garbine 
Muguruza and two-time 
champion Maria Sharapo-
va all powered into the 

French Open’s third round 
with straight-set victories 
Thursday.

H a l e p  s h o w e d  n o 
signs of fatigue in beat-
ing wild-card entry Taylor 
Townsend 6-3, 6-1, despite 
playing on consecutive 
days.

Her next opponent, 
Andrea Petkovic of Germa-
ny, beat Bethanie Mattek-
Sands 6-0, 7-6 (5) to reach 
the third round.

Sharapova improved 
to 13-0 in second-round 
French Open matches by 
beating 50th-ranked Don-
na Vekic of Croatia 7-5, 6-4.

And Muguruza im-
pressed with her easy 

won its 11th Champions 
League after defeating At-
letico Madrid in the penalty 
shootout. 

The two seasons that 
followed also saw the Span-
ish club snagging the cov-
eted European crown: in 
2017, it won 4-1 in the final 
against Juventus Turin, and 
Saturday, it vanquished Liv-
erpool 3-1 in Kiev.

Born in 1972 to Algerian 
immigrants in the multicul-
tural southern French port 
city of Marseille, Zidane 
first started his professional 
career in 1989 at AS Cannes, 
before moving to Girondins 
de Bordeaux in 1992.

In 1996, Juventus signed 
him and he soon became 
the Italian league's most 
outstanding player, with 
his elegant ball control, su-
perlative vision and impec-
cable technique becoming 
widely recognized across 
Europe.

The late Alfredo Di Ste-
fano, a Real Madrid legend 
who won the European 
Champions' Cup five times 
in a row and is generally 
ranked among the best 
players in history, had high 
praise for Zidane after his 
first season with the Span-
ish team.

"He dominates the ball, 
he is a walking spectacle 
and he plays as if he had 
silk gloves on each foot. He 
makes it worthwhile going 
to the stadium... he's one of 
the best I have ever seen," 
Di Stefano said.

“I know the huge his-
tory of Everton as a club 
and what the fans expect. 

I’m sure with everybody 
working together I will be 
ready for this challenge.”

played at West Ham, Chel-
sea, Manchester City and 
New York City.

During his 13 years with 
Chelsea, he participated 
in 648 games scoring 211 
goals, and was awarded 
three times Chelsea's player 
of the year honour.

He played in three World 
Cup finals with England's 
national team and par-
ticipated in 106 matches, 
during which he scored 29 
goals.

Lampard came in as a 
replacement for Derby's 
former coach Gary Rowett, 
who is currently the man-
ager of Stoke City.

movement around the 
court in a 6-4, 6-3 victory 
over French wild-card en-
try Fiona Ferro.

Sharapova is compet-
ing at Roland Garros for 
the first time since 2015. 
She missed the clay-court 
Grand Slam tournament 
in 2016 while serving a 
doping suspension, then 
was denied a wild-card 
entry by the French tennis 
federation last year, when 
her ranking was too low to 
earn automatic entry.

The 31-year-old Rus-
sian won the title in 2012 
and 2014, part of her career 
Grand Slam. She is seeded 
28th this year.

Next for Sharapova is 
a matchup against sixth-
seeded Karolina Pliskova, 
the runner-up at the 2016 
U.S. Open and a semifinal-
ist in Paris a year ago. Plis-
kova’s twin sister Kristyna 
lost to Serena Williams in 
the first round this week.

Pliskova reached the 
third round with a 3-6, 
6-4, 6-1 victory over 2015 
French Open runner-up 
Lucie Safarova.

Muguruza’s third round 
opponent is Sam Stosur of 
Australia. Ferro, ranked 
257th, posed little difficul-
ty for the 2016 champion. 
They exchanged breaks 
of serve at the start of the 
second set. But the Span-
iard broke Ferro again in 
the seventh game to take 
the lead and closed out the 
win with her first match 
point on Ferro’s serve two 
games later.
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