
Dimapur, May 30 (EMN): The 
president of the Naga People's 
Front (NPF) seeking anticipatory 
bail, even if no police complaint 
had been lodged against him, 
speaks about "his guilt" in uttering 
communal statements during the 
opposition's Lok Sabha by-election 
campaign, the Nationalist Demo-
cratic Progressive Party (NDPP) 
has stated. 

The NDPP issued a statement 
on Wednesday clarifying matter 
associated with the party taking 
recourse following the reported 
communal statements of the NPF's 
Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu. The party 
referred to the opposition accusing 
the NDPP and the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) of having filed an FIR 
ordering the arrest of Liezietsu for 
“giving an inflammatory speech at 
an election rally held at Kohima.”

"The PDA (People's Demo-
cratic Alliance) is not vindictive 
in any manner, but we have only 
complained to the Election Com-
mission of India on the grounds 
that the NPF president has tried 
to influence voters on the grounds 
of religion and we have asked the 
appropriate authority to ensure 
justice as per the law," the party 
stated. "The president knows very 
well what he uttered and his taking 

anticipatory bail speaks volume of 
his guilt."  

The NDPP-BJP did not file an 
FIR, the press release clarified. The 
party stated that it had only lodged 
complaints with the returning 
officer and the Election Commis-
sion that Liezietsu had violated 
section-3 of the Election Model 
Code of Conduct, section-125 of 
the Representation of Peoples Act 
of 1951, and section-153 A of the 
Indian Penal Code. 

Further, the NDPP took note 
that Liezietsu had been claiming 
his statement to be one he made 
to "protect Article 25 of the Con-
stitution of India on the freedom 
of religion." This is unfounded, 
the NDPP stated. The reason the 
NDPP gave was that section-1 of 
Article 25 of the Constitution states 
a rider with the freedom: 'Freedom 
of Conscience and free profession, 
practice and propagation of reli-
gion is 'subject to public order, mo-
rality and health and to the other 
provisions of this part, all persons 
are equally entitled to freedom of 
conscience and the right freely to 
profess, practice and propagate 
religion.'

The NDPP-BJP stated that it 
does not refute or challenge what 
has been laid down in the constitu-

tion. However, it explained, since 
the by-elections was announced, 
the Code of Conduct came into 
effect across Nagaland besides the 
provisions of the RPA coming in 
force. 

"Therefore, as section-1 of Ar-
ticle 25 of the constitution states: 
'Subject to public order…' It is 
considered that both the MCC as 
well as the RPA are public orders 
since they define the dos and don'ts 
during the election process being 
in place throughout the state," the 
ruling party stated. 

Again the party explained that 
even in normal circumstances the 
IPC, which governs all criminal 
activities, states in section-153 A 
that “promoting enmity between 
different groups on grounds of reli-
gion, race, place of birth, language, 
etc., and doing acts prejudicial to 
maintenance of harmony….” is 
punishable under law. 

Therefore, the statement added, 
the claims of Liezietsu propagating 
and 'defending' Article 25 holds no 
merit as 'he is still in violation of 
sections-3 of the MCC, 125 of the 
RPA and section 153A of the IPC.'

'Therefore, the NPF party 
should not be trying to justify its 
president's actions while it is very 
clear that he has violated laws un-
der the Constitution of India!" the 
party added. 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, May 30 (EMN): Count-
ing of votes for Nagaland's by-
election for its sole Lok Sabha 
seat will be on Thursday from 8 
am onwards. The counting will 
be in 13 counting centres across 
12 election districts.

After the counting gets over, 
the overall result will be declared 
at the office of the commissioner, 
also the Returning Officer (RO) of 
the by-election.

The Election Commission 
of India (ECI) yesterday ordered 
re-polling for a polling station in 
Kubza village at 26th Aonglenden 
assembly of Mokokchung district 
after a mob allegedly damaged 
the ballot machine and control 
units during polling on May 28. 
Subsequently, said polling sta-
tion is stated to have recorded 
44.68 percent out of 640 voters 
exercising their franchise in the 
re-polling. 

Interestingly, the state’s over-
all voter turn-out percentage for 
the Lok Sabha by-poll stands at 
an average of 86.73 (%) of the 
11,97,436 electorate, against the 
84.27% turn-out during the state 
assembly elections in February 
this year. The figure comes in the 

backdrop of concerns that the 
public tend to pay less attention 
to parliamentary elections but 
take assembly elections more 
earnestly. 

Nagaland’s Lok Sabha seat 
fell vacant when Neiphiu Rio, 
who was elected as member of 
the Lok Sabha as a Naga People’s 
Front (NPF) candidate in 2014, 
resigned from both the party and 
the parliamentary seat earlier this 
year after he decided to return to 
state politics. Subsequently, Rio 
joined the Nationalist Demo-
cratic Progressive Party (NDPP) 
and was elected unopposed in 
the state assembly elections to 
become chief minister leading 
the People’s Democratic Alliance 
(PDA).

The by-poll, a straight contest 
between PDA nominee Tokheho 
Yepthomi of the NDPP, and C 
Apok Jamir of the Naga People's 
Front (NPF), is being looked upon 
as a trial of strength between the 
two sides. The coalition consists 
of the NDPP, Bharatiya Janata 
Party, Janata Dal (United), and the 
Nationalist People's Party and an 
independent. The NPF is being 
supported by long-time adver-
sary Indian National Congress. 

Dimapur, May 30 (EMN): 
The establishment of the 
additional district magis-
trate of Sivasagar district 
in Assam has ordered night 
curfew, from 6:00 pm to 
6:00 am, along the five km 
belt of the Assam side of 
Sivasagar bordering Na-
galand. The curfew comes 
into effect from April 18 for 
60 days.

The establishment said 
that night curfew was being 
imposed as a precautionary 
measure to 'prevent oc-
currence of anti-social ele-
ments/extremist/unlawful 
activities coming across the 
Assam /Nagaland border 
in the belt of Sivasagar dis-
trict,' updates from the IPR 
informed on Wednesday.  

Movement of any per-
son, group of persons, and 
vehicles have been prohib-
ited during the period of 
curfew. Magistrates, secu-
rity personnel of the army, 
and police forces and civil 
officials deployed for duty 
have been exempted from 
the purview of the order.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, May 30: A 13-year old girl 
from Yuching village in Mon district 
was allegedly raped in Mon town by a 
non local male. Unconfirmed reports 
on Wednesday said that the accused 
had been identified as a 20 years old 
Rahul Sen, according to his Inner Line 
Permit details. The accused is said 
to be in the custody of the police.  A 
complaint has been filed under the 
Protection of Children from Sexual 
Offence (POCSO) act, updates in-
formed. 

Multiple attempts to reach the dis-
trict's administrative and police au-
thorities for independent and official 
confirmation were made. However, 

they could not be reached during the 
time this report was going to press. 

According to sources, the ac-
cused was a permanent resident of 
Namrup Bengal Gaon in Dibrugarh 
district of Assam. The girl was report-
edly raped twice earlier by the same 
person, according to reported claims 
of the victim's family. However the 
minor girl did not tell her relatives 
as she allegedly was threatened with 
dire consequences by the accused, 
sources said.

The incident was brought to light 
when the girl's elder sister enquired 
after the minor complained of ab-
dominal pain and that she was unable 
to walk or sit properly.  

Reports stated that as the family 
members of the victim were on the 
way to the police station to hand over 
the accused, a mob took the accused, 
paraded him naked, and kept him 
near a private bus station. 

A social media group on Facebook 
called The Naga Mirror has posted 
images of the accused tied and bound 
to a pole. It was being reported that a 
huge crowd had then gathered and 
had manhandled the accused. 

However the police and adminis-
tration are reported to have reached 
the spot to rescue the accused. In the 
process of the rescue, some police-
men sustained minor injuries, the 
reports said. 

Dimapur, May 30 (EMN): The Nationalist 
Democratic Progressive Party (NDPP) has 
lauded the people of Nagaland and the 
electorate for 'positively participating' in 
the recent by-election to the Lok Sabha. 
The NDPP issued a note on Wednesday 
stating that the "high polling percentage 
is a clear indication that the people have 
faith in democracy and the state continues 
to contribute towards the strengthening of 
the country’s democratic principles." 

Irrespective of the outcome of the 
elections, the note stated, the NDPP ap-
preciates all sections of the people for the 
'peaceful elections which was mostly inci-

dent-free and people could come out and 
participate in the election process under 
an environment of peace and tranquillity.' 

Also, the party declared that it had 'car-
ried out a responsible, mature and vision 
oriented campaign.' "It was unfortunate 
that our adversaries focused more on a di-
visive agenda on communal and religious 
lines which was never before witnessed 
in Nagaland. However, the PDA (People's 
Democratic Alliance) refused to get drawn 
into any paper war and remained focused 
on our agenda of bringing all sections 
together in order to implement a new and 
progressive development plan for Naga-

land," the note added. 
The NDPP has thanked the Election 

Commission, and Nagaland's Election 
department, and the church organisations 
and Civil Society, and the party's coalition 
partners for their support and solidarity. 

"The show of cohesiveness and under-
standing within the alliance will motivate 
all of us to rededicate ourselves towards 
serving the people. The party once again 
appeals to all sections to extend coopera-
tion and partner with the government to 
collectively work towards achieving our 
common goals as one family," the mes-
sage added. 

nationwide strike called by the 
United Forum of Bank Union 
(UFBU) to protest to what 
it called ‘meager offer of 2% 
hike’ in salary.  The 48 hours 
continuous strike, which be-
gan this morning May 30 at 
6 am, will go on till 6 am on 
June 1.

Addressing demonstra-
tors comprising bank staff 
and officers in the premises 
of Kohima's State Bank of 
India branch (SBI), SBI Staff 

Association (SBISA) north-
east circle's Vice President A 
Lolly Moses alleged that 'delay 
tactics' of the Indian Banks’ 
Association (IBA) in resolving 
the demands is ‘sucking the 
blood’ of the employees. 

Referring to their being 
'the lowest paid organization,' 
Moses maintained that the 
government of India should 
listen to the voice of the bank 
employees. The demonstra-
tion, he said, was nothing 'but 

fighting for our survival and 
for our rights to get our due 
share.’ He cautioned that if 
the government fails to listen 
to the employees, they might 
be left with no option but to 
go on an indefinite strike the 
next time.

The public sector banks 
are opposing the IBA’s delay 
in resolving the demands; the 
government’s approach to 
wage revision for bank em-
ployees and officers; the IBA’s 

meagre offer of 2 % hike in 
wage bill towards wage in-
crease, and a reported 'partial 
mandate' given by some of 
the banks only up to scale III 
officers.

The demands include ex-
peditious and early wage revi-
sion settlement, adequate in-
crease in salary, improvement 
in other service conditions, 
and wage revision settlement 
that would include all officers 
up to scale VII.

seen some achievements: 
107 schools have declared 
themselves tobacco-free. 
Likewise, more than 100 
awareness programs were 
conducted during the past 
one year. Further, institu-
tions are integrating to-
bacco-control measures 
in their systems.  Some 
have even included it as 
research work and practi-
cal assignment. Private 
schools also have respond-
ed very well to the initia-
tive, it was informed.

According to figures 
made available to East-
ern Mirror by Dr. Tetseo, 
the Global Audit Tobacco 
Survey (GATS) northeast 
India 2009-10 and 2016-
17 for Nagaland showed 
a decrease from 56.8% to 
43.3%. In the prevalence 
of current smoking and 
change in the GATS north-
east India 2019-10 and 
2016-17, Nagaland showed 
a significant decline from 
31.5 to 13.2.
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An elderly woman assisted by another woman coming to vote for 
the second time at 13-Kubza polling station at 26th Aonglenden 
assembly constituency of Mokokchung district on May 30. 

A man enjoys a 'bidi,' which is a roll of unprocessed tobacco wrapped 
in leaves, in Dimapur.
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Reading is to the  
mind what exercise  

is to the body. 

~ Joseph Addison
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'Lack of political will to implement tobacco control laws, poor response 
from churches and government school still a challenge for Nagaland' 

    

Entertainment Sports

Kim Kardashian to meet Donald 
Trump at White House | P10

'Not malice, just rule of law'

Lewandowski wants to leave 
Bayern, confirms agent |  P11

Nation

More Cong. leaders request 
Pranab Mukherjee to withdraw 

from RSS event | P8

Sober Kubza votes again after first polling blitz 

Report: Minor girl allegedly raped in Mon

LS by-poll vote counting today

Curfew announced 
for Sivasagar district No Tobacco! 107 schools in state declared tobacco-free 

Bank workers roll two penny at 'measly' hike

NDPP's happy at smooth polling 

Mirror Takes

~ Arien
Looks like the seminar is 

over...

Liezietsu's anticipatory bail explains 
validity of complaint — NDPP 

Eastern Mirror wishes 
to inform our esteemed 

readers that the new 
revised rate of the 
newspaper starting 

1st June 2018 will be 
INR 5/- per copy. 
The rate revision is 

due to cost escalation 
of raw materials and 
logistics in lieu of 

GST implementation. 
Eastern Mirror hopes 
that our dear readers 

will continue to 
support our endeavour 
to provide more news 

and more truth.

NOTICE

Our Correspondent
Mo k o k c h u n g , Ma y  3 0 
(EMN): Re-polling was con-
ducted peacefully at 13-Kub-
za polling station at 26th 
Aonglenden assembly con-
stituency of Mokokchung 
district on Wednesday. The 
polling recorded a 44.68 per-
cent turn-out.  

The Election Commis-
sion ordered re-polls for 
the station after miscreants 
stormed the polling station 
and destroyed the Electronic 
Voting Machine there on 
May 28.

Mokokchung's Depu-
ty Commissioner Sachin 
Jaiswal informed Wednesday  
evening that 286 votes were 
cast. There were 147 male 
and 139 female voters out of 

640 voters, it was informed.
The polling started at 7:00 

am and wound up at 3:00 pm 
under tight security and strict 
monitoring by the district's 
administration.

Five companies of the In-
dian Reserve Police and oth-
ers comprising the Nagaland 
Armed Police and Border 
Security Force were deployed 
to ensure peaceful polling.  
Security was mobilized at 
sensitive locations such as 
the areas from the CTC junc-
tion to the polling station.

However, when compar-
ing to the voting percentage 
from the previous voting i.e., 
77 percent, when the inci-
dent happened, Wednesday's 
voting at the station saw only 
fewer voters.

social issue. Everyone has 
a big role to play to make 
Nagaland tobacco-free and 
to develop it into a healthy 
and developed state.

According to the WHO, 
the focus of World No To-
bacco Day 2018 is 'tobac-
co and heart disease,' to 
highlight the link between 
tobacco and the heart and 
other cardiovascular dis-
eases. It aims to increase 
awareness among the pub-
lic about the impact of to-
bacco use and exposure to 
second-hand smoke, and 
its impact on cardiovascu-
lar health.

Other goals include 
providing opportunities 
for the public and govern-
ments to make commit-
ments to promote heart 
health by protecting people 
from the use of tobacco 
and to encourage countries 
to strengthen implementa-
tion of the proven MPOW-
ER tobacco control meas-
ures that are contained 
in the WHO Framework 
Convention on Tobacco 
Control.

Henlly Phom
Dimapur, May 30(EMN): 
The alarming trend of to-
bacco use and abuse in 
Nagaland is manifold: chil-
dren using tobacco at an 
early age, high use of 'pan 
masala' (spiced tobacco 
products), and a high rank-
ing at average monthly 
expenditure on cigarettes. 
Education seem to have no 
bearing on tobacco users 
either. These were some 
of the concerns expressed 
to Eastern Mirror by Dr. 
C Tetseo, Dimapur dis-
trict's nodal officer at the 
National Tobacco Control 
Programme (NTCP).

As the world observes 
World No Tobacco Day 
2018 on May 31 with the 
theme "Tobacco and heart 
disease" by the World 
He a l t h  O rg a n i s a t i o n 
(WHO) and its partners, 
Nagaland joins too in com-
bating substance abuse. 
The message of the cam-
paign is "make everyday 
World No Tobacco Day."

According to Dr. Tet-
seo, the NTCP's work has 

However there is still a 
lot of challenges to be met. 
For instance, the high so-
cial acceptance of tobacco 
habits, lack of political will 
in implementing tobacco-
control laws, and poor re-
sponse from churches and 
government schools are 
some of the challenges, Dr. 
Tetseo remarked.  

Another medical prac-

titioner, Dr. Temjennung-
sang Longchari of Dental 
Touch & Facial Aesthetics 
at Dimapur, was contented 
as he spoke to Eastern Mir-
ror. The state’s tobacco-
use prevalence has been 
significantly reduced from 
57% to 43% according to 
the latest GATS-2 for 2016-
17 within a period of five 
years. 

'This is a big success 
achieved through the sin-
cere and hard work of mul-
ti-sector, both government 
and private,' he remarked. 

"On May 26, I volun-
teered for the Himalayan 
Clean Up solidarity against 
waste at the Railway sta-
tion in Dimapur. Of all the 
waste collected, I could 
see the maximum waste 
to be of Gutkha and Pan 
Masala sachets. After all 
this again, I became more 
determined to work more 
among our people in cre-
ating awareness on to-
bacco and its ill-effect on 
health and of course the 
environment it litters," 
he said. 

Dr. Longchari was op-
timistic that more can be 
achieved in the future if the 
communities, nongovern-
mental organisations and 
the churches would also 
play proactive roles. But 
he wants to let everyone 
know that tobacco is a 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, May 30 (EMN): 
Employees of the pub-
lic sector banks in Naga-
land joined one million 
bank employees across 
the country in a two-day 
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Governor calls to fight 
against tobacco menace

SSSUD to stop paying tax Accountant general informs pensioners

Dimapur’s DC informs landowners

One held for extortion

Three arrested with fake currency
ADC Pughoboto informs on counting of votes

Church leaders asked to 
address HIV/ AIDS issue

Industries department launches 
biometric attendance system

NSLSA conducts induction training for LLCs

Night curfew 
re-enforced 
in Sivasagar

Angami women honour toppers

Director of Industries & Commerce, I 
Bendangliba launching the Aadhaar based 
biometric attendance in Kohima on May 29.

Church leaders participating at the seminar in Mokokchung. (Inset) Dr. Vinito L Chishi speaking during 
the programme.

HSLC and HSSLC toppers from Angami community with members of AMK and president of APO during the felicitation programme in Kohima.

Phek District Legal Services Authority members with teacher-in-charge and students of LLCs.

Dimapur’s CMO notifies public
Having learned on the breakout of measles in Dimapur district, 
the chief medical officer (CMO), Dimapur, has directed all the 
local authorities/ GB/ council chairmen to inform the district 
health authority in the event of such incidences. CMO, Dr. K 
Vikato Kinimi has directed the concerned persons to bring into 
its notice without delay in the event of any person suffering 
from high fever accompanied by rashes.

ANCSU lauds Nagaland University
All Nagaland College Students’ Union (ANCSU) has 
congratulated the controller of Nagaland University for 
successfully conducting the undergraduate examinations 
and timely declaring of the results. ANCSU president, Kathop 
Awomi and the assistant general secretary Imnameren N 
Jamir have congratulated all the successful candidates and 
further wished them success in its future endeavours.

Postal employees to continue with strike
Along with the rest of the country, All India Postal Employee’s 
Union GDS, Nagaland division, has launched a nation-wide 
agitation since May 22 in support of implementation of 
Kamalesh Chandra Committee Report on GDS 7th Pay 
Commission. A press release issued by Jatin Kalita, divisional 
secretary, has stated that all the GDS employees of Nagaland 
division would continue the ceased work until further 
direction from union headquarter, New Delhi.  

NASU convenes meeting
Niuland Area Students’ Union (NASU) has convened a 
joint consultative meeting with all the head of educational 
institutions under Niuland area on June 2 at 10 am in the 
conference of the ADC, Niuland. The union president, Yepto 
Aye has requested all the head masters/ principals of school to 
be present along with one teacher representative without fail 

LLRSU to elect new team
Lotha Lower Range Students’ Union (LLRSU) has announced 
to hold election of its new officer bearers for the tenurer for 
2018-2020 at Bhandari town hall on June 2 at 10 am. The 
union president, Lijamo Kikon, has requested all the affiliated 
unit presidents and general secretaries to exercise their voting 
rights without fail.

KSSATA convenes meeting
Kohima Unit of NSSATA has convened a general meeting 
on June 2 at 10 am at Rüpfhüno Building, D’ Block, Kohima. 
KSSATA vice president, Thejasetuo Kaco has requested all 
the bonafide members of 2010 & 2013 batch to attend the 
meeting positively. It further cautioned that absentees would 
be penalised as per its constitution.

DDADU inaugurates branch office
Dimapur, May 30 (EMN): The Dimapur District Autorickshaw 
Drivers’ Union (DDADU) has inaugurated its branch office 
on May 26 at Purana Bazaar. A union press release that its 
president, I Vitoshe Sema, attended the occasion as the chief 
guest. The branch office would be headed by Hokivi Aye as 
vice president and Kuhoyi Achumi as general secretary for a 
period of three years. 

NSEE candidates informed 
Project director of technical education has informed all the 
candidates, who have appeared the Nagaland State Entrance 
Examination (NSEE) 2018 and have not submitted their HSSLC 
mark sheets, indigenous, scheduled tribe and backward tribe 
certificate, to submit the same to the directorate of technical 
education on or before June 5.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, May 30 (EMN): 
State governor, PB Ach-
arya, has appealed to all 
section of the people to 
take collective responsi-
bility in reducing the bur-
den of disease, death and 
economic consequences 
caused by tobacco use 
and exposure to second-
hand smoke globally.

In his message to the 
Naga people on the occa-
sion of ‘World No Tobacco 
Day,’ Acharya has called 
upon the Naga people to 
‘take collective action to 
reduce the burden of dis-
ease, death and economic 
consequences caused by 
tobacco use and exposure 
to second-hand smoke 
globally.”

A Raj Bhavan press 
release has quoted the 
governor calling upon the 
government, civil socie-
ties and public to spread 
awareness and take all 
possible initiatives to 
highlight the enormous 
damage to health, devel-

opment, and the econo-
my caused by the use of 
tobacco.

Acharya stated that 
the ‘World No Tobacco 
Day’ is a global campaign, 
inviting everyone from 
global leaders to the pub-
lic in all countries to focus 
on the health risks associ-
ated with tobacco use and 
to advocate for effective 
policies to reduce tobacco 
consumption.

The governor advised 
that the coming genera-
tions must be protect-
ed from the devastating 
consequences of tobacco 
consumption and expo-
sure to tobacco smoke. 
He further reminded that 
all must reaffirm the com-
mitment to reduce the 
menace. 

Meanwhile, Dimapur 
district has announced 
to observe the ‘World 
No Tobacco Day’ under 
the theme “Tobacco and 
heart diseases” on May 
31 with the chief judicial 

magistrate and secretary 
of DDLSA, Ajongba Im-
chen, and the chief medi-
cal officer of Dimapur, Dr. 
Vikato Kinimi, as the chief 
guest and guest of honour 
respectively. 

According to a DIPR 
report, the programme 
would be held at Green-
wood Higher Secondary 
School, Nagarjan. It stated 
that Zuchumpeni Ezung 
and Sentimenla Tzudir, 
DDLSA panel lawyers, 
would be the resource 
persons during the func-
tion. They were scheduled 
to speak on COPTA Act 
2003 and POCSO Act/
child abuse respectively.

T h e  p r o g r a m m e 
would be chaired by 
chairman of DNF, Di-
mapur, Fr. Joe, while the 
keynote address would 
be delivered by the state 
nodal officer of NTCP, Dr. 
Hotokhu Chishi. The pro-
gramme is being organ-
ized by District Tobacco 
Control Cell, Dimapur.

Dimapur, May 30 (EMN): 
T h e  A n g a m i m i a p f ü 
Mechü Krotho (AMK), an 
apex women organisation 
from the Angami com-
munity, has honoured the 
HSLC and HSSLC top-
pers from its community 
at AMK Ki in Kohima on 
May 30.

Lauding the 11 An-
gami toppers, including 
10 female and one male, 
AMK president Kevinour-
heno Seyie, remarked that 
outstanding performance 
and doing better than 
the rest surely does take 
more than ambition and 

putting an extra hour of 
hard-work.

“As parents and elders 
we look up to you for the 
future of our nation,” she 
said. She maintained that 
God calls the young to be 
an example to others. She 
has encouraged the top-
pers work harder sincerely 
and honestly as they start 
a new chapter in life.

President of Anga-
mi Public Organisation 
(APO), Kepelhousie Ter-
hüja, has acknowledged 
the efforts of the toppers 
and lauded especially the 
female students for ex-

celling better their male 
counterpart. He encour-
aged the male students to 
work harder and perform 
better in the future.

Appreciating AMK for 
encouraging and hon-
ouring the toppers, he 
assured that APO would 
make efforts in taking 
over such activity in order 
to bring about more com-
petitive spirit among the 
younger generation. He 
also wished them success 
in their future endeav-
ours.

The toppers in HSLC 
were Vivotsonuo Sorhie, 

Purino Neikha, Vimeno 
Nakhro Noune-ü Z Yashü 
of Mezhür Higher Second-
ary School; Neingusanuo 
Kire of Northfield; and 
Nongoto Lcho of Corag-
gio.

The HSSLC toppers 
in Arts stream were Vike-
dono Seyie of Rüzhükhrie 
GHSS Kohima; Mhasilen-
uo Mechülho, Visakhonuo 
Kulnu, and Keneituonuo 
Semou of Mezhür Higher 
Secondary School. Virien-
uo Emilia Solo of Kohima 
Science College, Jotsoma, 
was topper in the science 
stream.

attendance of club mem-
bers and teachers as and 
when meeting are held, 
documentation/ reporting 
and record keeping, role of 
teacher in-charge (activi-

ties to be carried out by the 
respective teacher with the 
knowledge of the DLSA), 
individual activities of the 
LLC and academic credit 
for the students for the 

activities done (if such 
criteria exist). 

The teacher-in-charge 
and students were taught 
on identifying the need 
of the community, com-

munity involvement and 
building trust and net-
working (link with the 
DLSA and the state hold-
ers). 

Altogether, 84 stu-

Dimapur, May 30 (EMN): 
ADC & DEO, Pughoboto, 
Avelu Ruho, has informed 
that the counting of votes 
in respect of 13 Pughoboto 
assembly segment would 
be held on May 31 at 8 am 
sharp in the counter hall, 

ADC Pughoboto office.
A DIPR report stated 

that no mobile phones 
would be allowed in the 
counter premises. Count-
ing agents of political 
parties and counting per-
sonnel are asked to be 

seated inside the count-
ing hall on time. It further 
informed that the strong 
room would be opened 
at 7.45 am sharp in the 
presence of the general 
observer and all political 
party representatives.

Dimapur, May 30 (EMN): Dimapur po-
lice crime branch personnel, on May 30, 
have arrested three people for possess-
ing fake Indian currency notes worth 
INR 54,000. 

According to a Dimapur police press 
release, the said sum was bundled in a 
change total of 108 fake notes in 500 de-
nominations, amounting to INR 54,000. 
The three accused from whom the fake 
currency was recovered were identified 
as Basanta Bhuyan (48), son of Dhanas-
war Bhuyan of Narayanpur village in 
North Lakhimpur, Assam; Tajen Borah 
(27), son of Raman Borah of Dholpur 

village in Lakhimpur, Assam; and Dilip 
Borah (50), son of Profulla Borah of Bora-
chuk village in Sonitpur district, Assam. 

It stated that case in this connection 
has been registered with the Diphupar 
Police Station for further investigation. 

In a separate statement, Dimapur 
police have arrested one person identi-
fied as Shikaho, son of Zuhoi Achumi of 
Ahoto village under Niuland sub-divi-
sion for possessing a .32 mm pistol and 
three live rounds. Case in this connec-
tion has been registered with the GRPS 
for further investigation, the statement 
added.

Dimapur, May 30 (EMN): Office of the 
Principal Accountant General (A&E) 
has informed all the retired Nagaland 
government officials that pension and 
GPF final payment cases settled for the 
month of March and April 2018 have 
been uploaded on the AG Nagaland 
website.

A press release from the AG office 
on Wednesday informed that pension-
ers could log on to its office website 
www.agnagaland.gov.in in order to get 
fetail information. The updates stated 
that the list was put up for display at 
the public relation cell and could be 
viewed on any working days during of-

fice hours.
The updates further stated that 

aggrieved pensioners or government 
officials, facing genuine problems with 
regard to settlement of any entitlements 
or benefits, could write directly to the 
Deputy Accountant General (A&E), 
Kahoto J Yepthomi through e-mail at 
kahoto_j@yahoo.co.in or agaenaga-
land@cag.gov.in or through a handwrit-
ten letter.

The updates also stated that all other 
days would be observed as public inter-
view days. They are requested to contact 
the officials from 11 am to 1:30 pm on all 
working days.

Dimapur, May 30 (EMN): 
Consultant of Legislators’ 
Forum AIDS, Dr. Vinito L 
Chishi, has called upon 
the church leaders to ad-
dress the issue of Human 
Immunodeficiency Virus 
(HIV) and Acquired Im-
mune Deficiency Syn-
drome (AIDS) in their lo-
cal church. 

Speaking at a day-long 
seminar programme of 
HIV and AIDS held on 
May 25 at Ongpangkong 
Salang in Mokokchung, 
Dr. Vinito has suggested 
developing strategies in 
ministering to people liv-

ing with HIV and AIDS. 
The programme was 

organised by the Care 
and Support Society of 
Mokokchung in collabo-
ration with the Pastor’s 
Fellowship Mokokchung 
Town supported by the 
Legislators’ Forum AIDS 
of Nagaland.

C h i s h i ,  w h o  w a s 
also one of the resource 
persons during the pro-
gramme, mentioned that 
church must be ready to 
help those who were in-
fected by the disease. He 
remarked that ‘the church 
is a permanent commu-

nity fixture where they 
can unleash a force of 
volunteers from their con-
gregation and help the af-
fected with nutrition and 
medications.’ He added 
that the church, as the 
most trusted organisation 
in the community’ could 
provide care, comfort, 
and counselling to the af-
fected person.

The programme was 
stated to have had three 
sessions. Some of the top-
ics discussed included 
“HIV scenario and re-
sponse of the church,” and 
“Risk and vulnerability.” 

Dimapur, May 30 (EMN): 
The Anti Extortion Team 
(AET) of Dimapur police 
on May 30 arrested one 
suspected member of 
NSCN-U for extortion.

The accused has been 
identified as Zhekato 
Swu (35) and resident of 
Imkonglenden colony, 

Dimapur. The accused 
was stated to be a Raja 
Peyu and in-charge of 
Walford colony. He was 
arrested while demand-
ing cash from a mason 
sub-contractor engaged 
for construction at Wal-
ford colony, police report 
stated.

One copy of demand/
assignment letter issued 
in the name of NSCN-U 
was also recovered from 
his possession. Police 
reported stated that a 
suo-motto case has been 
registered against the ac-
cused and further investi-
gation is on. 

Dimapur, May 30 (EMN): 
Deputy commissioner, 
Dimapur, Sushil Kumar 
Patel, has informed to 
compensate the landown-
ers and beneficiaries who 
were affected by the new 
Broad Gauge (BG) railway 
in Dimapur district. 

In a press release, the 
DC informed that com-
pensation would be paid 
at the DC’s office on June 

12 from 10 onwards for 
the Tsiepama village. 

All the affected land-
owners and beneficiar-
ies of the stated village 
are directed to come in 
person along with their 
identity proof, bank pass-
book, passport photo (5 
copies) etc, during dis-
bursal of cheques. The 
DC informed that pay-
ment to any other repre-

sentative other than the 
person in concern would 
not be entertained.  

All the concerned vil-
lage council chairmen 
and its members, head 
Gaonbura were also in-
formed to be present in 
person for identification 
of landowners and ben-
eficiaries, failing which 
the payment shall be 
withheld. 

Dimapur, May 30 (EMN): The Sand Stockist & Supplies 
Union Dimapur (SSSUD) has decided to stop paying 
dual tax to the department of Environment, Forest & 
Climate change (EF&CC) and Geology & Mining (G&M), 
with effect from June 1, 2018, until the government give 
the decision to which department it would allow to levy 
tax on sand laden vehicles.

In a press release, Viniho Shohe, SSUD president, and 
its secretary Nito Sumi stated that the union was not in a 
position to give tax to two departments on a same item.

It has alleged the department of Geology & Mining 
(G&M) of issuing money receipt while the department of 
Environment, Forest & Climate change (EF&CC) of issu-
ing token in small piece of paper in both new field area 
and Dilai check gate. The union has requested the state 
government to clarify which department was authorised 
to collect the said tax on sand laden vehicles.

Furthermore, the union has requested all the suppli-
ers, vehicle owners, and drivers of sand laden vehicles to 
abide by the meeting resolution and not to pay tax from 
June 1, 2018. 

It also warned that if any vehicle was found going 
against the meeting resolution, the defaulter vehicles 
would not be allowed to unload the sand at the sand 
stockist. The union further informed all the members 
to reach New field and Dilai gate at 4:30 AM on June 1, 
2018 without fail.

Dimapur, may 29 (EMN): 
Additional district magis-
trate (ADM), Sivasagar, As-
sam, has reinforced night 
curfew, which was in effect 
for 60 days from April 18, 
2018, from 6 pm to 6 am 
in the 5 km belt in Assam 
side of Sivasagar district 
bordering Nagaland state.

ADM, Sivasagar, in an 
order, stated that the night 
curfew has been imposed 
as precautionary meas-
ures to prevent occurrence 
of anti-social activities 
coming across the As-
sam/ Nagaland border in 
the belt of Sivasagar dis-
trict. ADM, Sivasagar said 
movement of any person/ 
group of persons/ any ve-
hicular traffic would be 
prohibited during the pe-
riod of night curfew.

He, however, informed 
that magistrate, security 
personnel and civil of-
ficials deployed on duty 
would be exempted from 
the purview of the prohibi-
tory order.

dents and five teacher-
in-charge from 4 schools 
in Longleng, 56 students 
and five teacher-in-charge 
from five schools in Phek, 
and 49 students and five 
teacher- in-charge from 
five schools in Zunheboto 
attended the induction 
training. 

Certificate of partici-
pation were issued by the 
Nagaland State Legal Serv-
ices Authority to all the 
participants present at the 
training.

NSLSA informed that 
such induction training for 
LLCs would be conducted 
in all the districts of Na-
galand.

Kohima, May 30 (EMN): 
Nagaland State Legal Serv-
ices Authority (NSLSA) 
in collaboration with 
Longleng District Legal 
Services Authority (LD-
LSA), Zunheboto District 
Legal Services Authority 
(ZDLSA) and Phek District 
Legal Services Authority 
(PDLSA) has conducted 
one-day induction train-
ing for teacher-in-charge 
and students of Legal Lit-
eracy Clubs (LLCs) on May 
25.

The training expound-
ed on topics such as effec-
tive method to establish 
legal literacy clubs and to 
ensure its performance- 

Dimapur, May 30 (EMN): As part of the 100 
day programmes announced by the People’s 
Democratic Alliance (PDA) government, 
the director of Industries & Commerce, I 
Bendangliba, has launched the Aadhaar 
based biometric attendance system (BAS) 
on May 29 at the Directorate of Industries & 
Commerce in Kohima. 

A DIPR report stated that the joint direc-
tor of Information Technology & Commu-
nication, SabouYashu, was also present on 
the occasion. 

During the launching programme, IT&C 
department informed that it was the first 
Aadhaar based-BAS launched by depart-
ment under the PDA’s 100 days activities.
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Members of the Powerfaith Ministry of Kohima seen here during a press conference in Kohima on May 30.

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, May 30 (EMN): 
In a first of its kind in Na-
galand, renowned artistes 
have come together for a 
cause to create awareness 
of acquiring set of values 
for environmental protec-
tion, appreciate nature and 
love mother earth through 
a music video.

The music video titled 
‘Contemplation’ scheduled 
to be released on June 5 at 
Jubilee Memorial Centre in 
Kohima at 4 pm is a project 
of Powerfaith Ministry 
called Creation Care which 
is being produced in sup-
port with Incessant Welfare 
Society of Dimapur.

Addressing media per-
sons on Wednesday morn-
ing at Symphony Café in 
Kohima, Lipokzulu said 
the proposed project is a 
modest effort to present is-
sues and problems related 
to the environment and to 

Local musicians come together to fight for the environment 
3STATE

provide ideas on how small 
steps taken everyday to-
wards caring environment 
can have a huge impact in 
curbing the issue on envi-
ronment deterioration.

Creation Care, a one-
time project of Powerfaith 
Ministry, he said has com-
posed a song based on the 
theme and produced into a 

music video featuring vari-
ous musicians and promi-
nent people to convey the 
theme related message.

‘Contemplation’ will 
feature prominent musi-
cians namely Mercy Tetseo, 
Mhesave Tetseo, Mengu 
Suokhrie, Tali Angh, Im-
tisenla, Alobo Naga, Ku-
velu Tetseo, Obed Kath Mar 

Jamir, Bendangmoa and 
Nash Longkumer.

Observing that Nagas 
are failing to respect and 
protect the mother earth 
through careless behav-
iours, Lipok said through 
Creation care it aims in 
disseminating the mes-
sage to sensitise the people 
in a small way through a 
music video at harnessing 
support for the cause from 
musicians, intellectuals, 
civil society etc.

The music video will 
be released in YouTube to 

reach out to both local and 
global audience and the 
ministry was optimistic 
that through the video it 
can instill in the minds of 
the people the knowledge 
and attitude that can con-
tribute to pro-environmen-
tal behaviour, civilizing 
people in terms of use and 
abuse of our surround-
ings and build stewardship 
concept.

It was hopeful of creat-
ing an acceptance of recy-
cle concept, stewardship 
of public land, knowledge 

on the importance of water 
conservation and help peo-
ple to be minimalist.

Members of the minis-
try Pastor Temjen Sempo, 
Chipanger, Lipokzulu, Ti-
arenla Jamir and Sentiya-
bang were present during 
the press conference.

Powerfaith Ministry 
was established way back 
in Jan. 19 2003 by a group 
of young Christians in Ko-
hima with its primary focus 
to reach out to young peo-
ple through music. Subse-
quently, Powerfaith band 

was formed comprising of 
likeminded people with the 
vision to touch lives with 
positive music.

Besides its pulpit minis-
try, reaching out to schools 
and colleges, Powerfaith 
Ministry has organized 
youth camps across the 
state imparting biblical 
knowledge and Christian 
values. 

People can reach out 
and support the Ministry at 
instagram @powerfaithko-
hima and facebook @pow-
erfaith.

The principal of the Government College of Phek, Dr. Vizovol Mekro (right), releasing a book 
“Things that can go wrong on your wedding,” authored by Kezhakielie Whiso at the Heritage in 
Kohima on May 30. Whiso is a geo-scientist who enjoys writing in his leisure time. The book was 
published by PenThrill. It is his second published work, a note on Wednesday informed.

Saving marriages!
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Aizawl, May 30 (PTI): A major 
racket involving smuggling of 
firearms in the Northeast region 
has come to light following a joint 
operation by the Directorate of 
Revenue Intelligence (DRI) and 
Assam Rifles.

Two AK-47 rifles were seized 
and five persons arrested for al-
legedly trying to smuggle the fire 
arms.

Acting on specific information 
about smuggling of AK-47 rifles 
from Myanmar through Mizoram 
border into India for further de-

livery to some insurgent groups 
in Bangladesh, the officers of DRI 
searched a residential premises 
at Chawnpui are here on Sunday.

They recovered a loaded sack 
which was about to be trans-
ported by the occupants of the 
said premises, a statement issued 
by the agency said. 

On examination, the sack was 
found containing ginger. “Further 
examination of the sack resulted 
in recovery of a packet wrapped 
with old and used newspaper. 
On opening the said packet, two 

AK 47 rifles totally valued at Rs 20 
lakh were recovered and seized,” 
it said. 

In this case, the arms have 
been smuggled into India from 
an unauthorized route across the 
Indo-Myanmar border, the DRI 
said. 

The Mizoram resident from 
whose possession, recovery of two 
AK-47 rifles was made, has been 
arrested. 

In a swift joint operation 
launched by the DRI and Assam 
Rifles thereafter to identify and 

locate other members of the syn-
dicate involved in this offense, 
another person who was acting 
as conduit between the arrested 
person (from whose possession 
two AK-47 rifles were recovered 
and seized) was identified and 
considering his involvement, he 
has also been arrested, it said. 

Further, three more persons, 
who are understood to be the 
intended buyers of the weapons 
have been identified, again with 
the active assistance of Assam 
Rifles, the DRI said.

New Delhi, May 30 (IANS): 
The Centre has assured the 
people of Assam that their 
concerns will be taken 
into consideration before 
taking any decision on the 
amendment to the Citi-
zenship (Amendment) Bill 
2016, Assam Chief Minis-
ter Sarbananda Sonowal 
said on Wednesday.

He told the media that 
he got this assurance from 
Union Home Minister Ra-
jnath Singh during a long 
meeting on Wednesday, 
a day after thousands of 
people participated in a 
mass hunger strike in As-
sam to protest against the 
bill. 

“ There  should be 
no apprehension in the 
minds of the people of As-
sam about the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill 2016. 

The Centre has given an 
assurance that concerns 
of people of Assam will be 
allayed before taking any 
step,” Sonowal said. 

The All Assam Stu-
dents Union, supported by 
at least 28 other organisa-
tions including the Asom 
Gana Parishad, a partner 
of the BJP-led government 
in Assam, and the Con-
gress on Tuesday staged 
protest in Guwahati warn-
ing a massive agitation in 
case the Centre and state 
went ahead with the pas-
sage and implementation 
of the bill.

Protests have become 
the order of the day in 
Assam since a Joint Par-
liamentary Committee 
( JPC) on the Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Bill, 
2016 visited the state this 

month. 
The bill aims to grant 

citizenship to non-Muslim 
refugees who have fled 
from Afghanistan, Bangla-
desh and Pakistan follow-
ing persecution. However, 
in Assam, several indig-
enous groups view it as a 
move to legitimise Hindu 
migration from Bangla-
desh after 1971. 

United Liberation 
Front of Assam (Ulfa) has 
also threatened to derail 
the peace accord with the 
Central government over 
the issue related to the bill 
by conveying its strong 
opposition to government 
interlocutor A.B. Mathur 
during a meeting in New 
Delhi last week. Ulfa sus-
pects the bill would reduce 
the indigenous people in 
Assam to a minority.

Agartala, May 30 (IANS): Banking 
services were badly affected in Tripura 
on Wednesday as most of the major 
banks remained closed due to a 
nation-wide employees’ strike.

Leaders of the striking employees 
claimed that the response of the two-
day bank strike is good in all the eight 
northeastern states, including Assam 
and Sikkim.

The striking employees were pro-
testing the “anti-people banking 
reforms” and demanding for wage 
revision in the wake of the proposal 
for a two per cent hike in salary.

He said: “The NCBE has been 
demanding early wage review settle-
ment, sufficient raise in salary and 
improvement in other service condi-
tions and wage revision settlement for 
all officers up to Scale 7.”

All India Bank Officers Confid-
eration Tripura state Secretary Sanjay 
Datta also echoed the views of Modak.

The employees of Tripura Gramin 
Bank and Tripura Cooperative Bank 
are not participating in the two-day 
strike. A large number of the ATMs 
were also closed, creating problems 
for the people.

Dimapur, May 30 (EMN): The 
Northeast Frontier Railway (NFR) 
have been conducting surprise 
ticket checking drive in mail express 
and passenger trains to curb ticket-
less travel and to facilitate hassle-free 
travel by genuine passengers. 

An update from the NF railway 
on Wednesday stated that this drive 
is carried out as per the section 137 
of the Indian Railway Act of 1989, 
which states, ‘travelling without 
ticket, improper ticket or un-booked 
luggage in an offence punishable by 
imprisonment or fine or both.’

To discourage ticketless travel-
ling, NF Railway has put systems 
in place whereby surprise ticket 
checking drive will be conducted 
by flying ticket checking squads of 
divisions as well as head quarter 
(HQ). Fortress checks are also con-
ducted in stations. For this officers 
are nominated at HQ and divisional 
levels from different department 
who are accompanied by security 
personal from Railway Protection 
Force and Govt. Railway Police, the 
update stated.

About 7.13 lakh passengers with-
out ticket were detected by NF Rail-
way against previous year’s detection 
of 5.75 lakh. This is approximately 
24% higher in regard to the number 
of cases detected in comparison to 
previous financial year. This increase 
is despite suspensions and cancella-
tions of train services of mail express 
and passenger trains during the 
month of August and September, 
which was caused due to breaches 
and floods over NF Railway leading 
to almost 4.47 million less travel of 
passenger, stated the update.

During a special drive against the 
menace of ticketless travel on May 
29, 55 ticketless passengers were 
detected at Silchar railway station. 
The special drive was conducted 
by the NF Railway vigilance depart-
ment with security and commercial 
departments. An amount of INR 17, 
120 was realised as fine from the 
passengers. In addition to this, an 
amount of INR 12, 765 was also real-
ised from passenger with unbooked 
luggage, spitting, and littering in 
railway premises, it added.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, May 30 (EMN): In 
order to empower women 
and girls with the knowl-
edge of their legal rights 
and duties, a two-day ‘legal 
awareness programme’ is 
being organised by the Ma-
nipur State Commission for 
Women (MSCW) under the 
aegis of National Commis-
sion for Women (NCW). 

The programme which 
was commenced on May 

30 is being held at DC Hall 
of Kangpokpi district in 
Manipur.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Social welfare min-
ister Nemcha Kipgen said 
that such programme is not 
just to give awareness to 
women but to impart prac-
tical knowledge about the 
basic rights and remedies 
which are provided un-
der various women related 
laws, thereby making them 

fit to face the challenges in 
their life. 

Women must be on 
alert on the process of ap-
proaching and utilizing 
various channels available 
for the redressal of their 
grievances. “The roles of 
courts, MSCW, District legal 
service authority, free legal 
aid, and women help line 
181 is now very important 
functionaries in day-to-
day life of our women,” 

she said.
In her speech, MSCW 

Chairperson Dr. K Sobita 
called upon the attention 
of all women to reach out 
to MSCW if they sense or 
come across any injustice 
meted out to women.

Other MSCW members 
who attended the day’s in-
augural function include 
Soibam (O) Neelima Devi, 
Ranjita Golmei, and Dr. 
Farida Shah.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, May 30 (EMN): 
The opposition congress 
party of Manipur organised 
a protest meeting on the 
framework agreement be-
tween the NSCN(IM) and 
Government of India(GoI) 
and Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Bill 2016 at the Con-
gress Bhavan in Imphal on 
May 30 Wednesday.

The protest meet was 
organised by the Ma-
nipur Pradesh Congress 
Committee(MPCC-I) and 
it was attended by oppo-
sition leader and former 
chief minister O Ibobi 
Singh, MLA and former 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Gaikhangam, President of 
MPCC(I) TN Haokip and 
other sitting and former 
MLAs of the party besides 
a large number of party 
workers.

Almost all the speak-

ers in the day’s protest ex-
pressed and shared their 
opinions on the framework 
agreement between the 
NSCN (IM) and GoI and 
Citizenship (Amendment) 
Bill 2016.

Later the meeting de-
cided to take six resolu-
tions-three each for two 
separate issues. In case 
of framework agreement 
between the NSCN (IM) 
and Government of India, 
the meeting reaffirmed the 
Memorandum of Novem-
ber 21 2017 submitted to 
the Prime Minister of India 
in regard to the framework 
agreement signed between 
GoI and NSCN(IM) besides 
resolving to demand for 
protection of the integ-
rity of Manipur-territorial, 
administrative, financial, 
cultural and political etc.

Condemning the re-
cent statement of RN Ravi 

EM Images

Opposition leader and former chief minister Manipur O Ibobi speaking at the congress party’s protest meet-
ing in Imphal on Wednesday.

Mirror Crossword 1834sud0ku 1674
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1833

ACROSS
1. Devices that move fluids
6. Wander or roam
10. Beers
14. Inactive
15. Ferrous
16. Gaelic for “Poison”
17. Desert in the Middle East
18. Individuality
19. Native people of Peru
20. Fine wall plasters
22. Annniversary of Christ’s 

resurrection
24. Compared to
25. Sugary or sweet
26. Bog or fen (archaic)
29. Elevate
30. Sir ____ Guinness
31. Ignorant
37. Tears apart
39. Conjunction
40. South Pacific island
41. W-shaped constellation
44. Eat
45. Danish island in the Baltic Sea
46. Steeples
48. Solid alcohols of the steroid group
52. Flightless South American bird
53. Former Dolphin’s quarterback, 

Dan ______
54. Cinemas
58. Hub or central point
59. Roman emperor
61. Scoundrel
62. “Paddy” grain
63. Happy or content
64. Old woman
65. Emperor
66. Lower layer of the earth’s outer 

crust
67. SSS 

DOWN
1. Urine (slang)
2. A distinct article

3. Set of choices
4. Rehearsals
5. Lines of verse
6. Ascended
7. Mineral-bearing rocks
8. Volume (abbrev.)
9. Invest with a feudal estate
10. Licorice-flavored seed
11. Fuzzy
12. Master of Ceremonies 

13. Fragment
21. Hawaiian island
23. Russian dramatist ____ 

Chekhov

25. A language of India
26. Pulpy residue
27. “Inter-____”
28. Increases engine speed
29. Fabric made from flax
32. Backs of necks
33. Cooling devices for car 

engines
34. Scottish poet Edwin ____ 

(1998-1959)
35. Sea eagle
36. Membership fees
38. Comedic playwright Neil
42. Dark Chinese teas

43. Tennis legend Arthur ____
47. “LA Confidential” actor Guy 

______
48. Clever or knowledgeable
49. Cabs
50. Genus of heaths or heathers
51. Vertical part of a stair
52. Name from the Greek 

meaning “Rose”
54. Streetcar
55. Conceits
56. Magical symbol
57. Perceives
60. Inventor ___ Whitney

solutions to suD0ku 1673

Racket involving smuggling of 
firearms in Northeast unearthed

Centre to consider concerns of Assam 
people before Citizenship Bill — Sonowal

Two-day strike hits banking 
services in Tripura

NF railway conducts surprise 
ticket checking drive

Legal awareness prog. conducted for women and girls of Manipur

NPF members of Senapati ADC clarifies 

Permanent HC in Arunachal soon — CM

Oppn. Cong. party in Manipur protest two issues 
Opposes framework agreement between 
the NSCN (IM) and government of India 

and the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill 2016.

who is Centre’s interloc-
utor of the ongoing GoI 
and NSCN(IM) talk since 
2014 and in regard to the 
contents of the framework 
agreement that appeared 
in the newspaper (Indian 
Express) on April 26 2018, 
the meeting also decided 
to urge the central govern-

ment and all the political 
parties to safeguard the 
interest of the state of Ma-
nipur.

Also, the protest meet-
ing decided to submit a 
memorandum to the Joint 
Parliamentary Commit-
tee for withdrawal of the 
Citizenship (Amendment) 

Bill 2017.
Resolving to submit the 

memorandum to the Prime 
Minister and Union Home 
Minister of the country 
in this regard, MPCC (I) 
has also demanded the 
GoI for withdrawal of the 
Citizenship (Amendment) 
Bill 2016.

Dimapur, May 30 (EMN): The seven 
members of the Naga Peoples’ Front 
(NPF) under Senapati Autonomous 
District Council (ADC) in a press 
release issued on May 30 has an-
nounced to clear the air of doubts 
once and for all to the supporters of 
NPF and to all concerned on the issue 
of merging with BJP party. 

The release was undersigned by 
the seven Senapati ADC members 
namely- P Veini of 17 Phaibung DCC; 
Athili Sakhrie of 5 Makhel kaibi DCC; 

Thiso Krina of 16 Pudunamei DCC; 
L.RangPung John of 10 Willong Khul-
len DCC; Thomas Luba of 12 Lair-
ouching DCC; S Alexander Maikho of 
15 Saranamai DCC; and S Robinson, 
a government nominee.

The seven members in the re-
lease clarified that they have not 
merged with any political party nor 
denounced NPF or rebuked on any 
platform for the common interest of 
the NPF nor have they attempted to 
do so on any account . 

The members are said to have 
only expressed repeatedly against the 
NPF leadership in ADC Senapati. 

‘Keeping in faith our commit-
ment towards the Party, the seven 
members have opted for coalition 
government with the BJP in the 
spirit of NDA and not as wrongly 
circulated by the certain group. The 
members stand committed to the 
cause while ushering development 
to the people under Senapati ADC,’ 
the press release added.

Itanagar, May 30 (PTI): A permanent 
high court would be set up in Arunach-
al Pradesh soon, Chief Minister Pema 
Khandu has said.

A permanent bench of Gauhati High 
Court was established at Naharlagun and 
inaugurated by the then Chief Justice A S 
Anand of the Supreme Court in August, 
2000. The chief minister made the an-
nouncement at a public meeting on the 
second day of his visit to Lower Dibang 
Valley district yesterday, an official release 
said.

On the demand for deploying para-
military force in Dambuk area to check 
intrusion of anti-social elements from a 
neighbouring state, the chief minister said 
he would hold talks with the state DGP, for 
the stationing of state police battalion.

Khandu said that state government was 
taking all possible measures to strengthen 
law and order in the state. Khandu also 
assured the people that he would take 
up the Bomjir-Paglam road project with 
the Union Ministry of Road Transport & 

Highways (MoRTH), for its inclusion in the 
highway project.

The project in Lower Dibang Valley 
district is important for improving the 
economic scenario of the area, the chief 
minister said. Compensation demand 
should not become a hurdle in completion 
of the project, Khandu said.

The chief minister also inspected the 
flood protection site at Patsing situated 
near the 14 km point of the states longest 
bridge over river Dibang, the release said.

Since the last two years, the Dibang 
river that flows near Bomjir village, had 
washed away more than 100 metres of the 
riverbank inundating farmland and was 
posing a threat to the Dibang bridge, ac-
cording to the officials here.

The chief minister accompanied by 
WRD parliamentary secretary Gum Tay-
eng, administrative and departmental 
officials undertook a 30-minute car jour-
ney from the national highway towards 
the riverbank to assess the damage of the 
nearby farmlands.
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What a relief! Petrol, diesel 
prices down 1 paise after 
16-day continuous surge

Motorola smartphones now at 
Reliance Digital, MyJio stores

New Samsung ‘Onyx Cinema LED’ 
display coming to PVR, INOX in India

‘Honor 7C’ to be available 
on Amazon from May 31Rupee in recovery mode ahead 

of GDP data, jumps 43 paise
Mumbai, May 30 (PTI): 
The rupee today staged 
an impressive comeback 
after yesterday’s rout 
and ended with a solid 
43 paise gain against the 
American currency at 
67.43 after traders un-
wound bullish dollar po-
sitions.

Forex market sen-
timent swung back in 
favour of the domestic 
currency after the initial 
wave of volatility on the 
back of easing political 
uncertainty in Italy and 
expectations of robust 
GDP growth.

Besides, massive 
unwinding of long dol-
lar positions by export-
ers and corporates also 
lifted the overall trading 
mood.

A sharp US dollar re-
tracement slide, despite 
a goodish pickup in the 
US treasury bond yields 
ahead of key US growth 
and employment data, 
also supported the re-
covery momentum.

The government will 
release gross domestic 
product (GDP) data for 
the March quarter and 
2017-18 fiscal tomorrow.

India’s GDP had ex-
panded by 7.2 per cent 
in the third quarter and 
regained the status of 
the world’s fastest-grow-
ing major economy in 
the October-December 
quarter.

India’s economy is 
back on track at this 
juncture and expected 
to gradually rise with 
continued implementa-
tion of major structural 
reforms, a forex dealer 
said.

Meanwhile, crude 

prices climbed to USD 
76 a barrel, largely due 
to tight supplies despite 
expectations that OPEC 
and its allies will pump 
more in the second half 
of 2018.

Global benchmark 
Brent crude has dropped 
almost by USD 5 from a 
3-1/2-year high of USD 
80.50 a barrel on May 17, 
after reports that OPEC 
and Russia may increase 
supply at a June meeting.

Brent crude futures, 
an international bench-
mark, was trading up at 
USD 76.08 a barrel, in 
early Asian trade.

The Indian unit 
opened flat with nega-
tive bias 67.87 against 

Tuesday’s close of 67.86 
at the interbank foreign 
exchange (forex) market, 
largely weighed down by 
sustained capital out-
flows and weak local eq-
uities.

After falling as low as 
67.91 in mid-morning 
deals, the rupee man-
aged to bounce back 
to hit session’s high of 
67.42, before ending at 
67.43, showing a smart 
gain of 43 paise, or 0.63 
per cent.

It has now reversed 
all previous session’s 
downfall.

The RBI, meanwhile, 
fixed the reference rate 
for the dollar at 67.6288 
and for the euro at 

78.1992.
The dollar in-

dex, which measures 
the greenback’s value 
against a basket of six 
major currencies was up 
at 94.27.

In the cross currency 
trade, the rupee also 
recovered against the 
pound sterling to end at 
89.24 per pound from 
89.85 and bounced back 
against the Japanese yen 
to finish at 61.92 per 100 
yens from 62.31 earlier.

The rupee, however, 
dropped against the 
euro to close at 78.43 as 
compared to 78.39 yes-
terday.

Elsewhere, the com-
mon currency euro 
rebounded from its 
10-month low as German 
retail sales rise above ex-
pectations ahead of key 
inflation data and also 
drawing support from 
stabilising Italian bond 
markets despite looming 
political uncertainty.

The British pound 
also bounced back in 
tandem with Euro amid 
persistent uncertainty 
surrounding impending 
Brexit talks, against the 
backdrop of recent do-
vish BoE tilt.

In forward market 
today, the premium for 
dollar continued to fall 
owing to sustained re-
ceiving from exporters.

The benchmark six-
month forward premium 
payable in September 
slipped to 85.50-86.50 
paise from 86-88 paise 
and the far-forward 
February 2019 contract 
eased to 219.50-221 
paise from 220-222 paise 
previously.

Mumbai, May 30 (IANS): 
In a bid to strengethen 
its presence in India, 
Lenovo-owned Motorola 
on Tuesday partnered 
with Reliance Digital 
to showcase its com-
plete product portfolio 
via “Moto Hubs” at over 
150 Reliance and MyJio 
stores.

The “Moto Hubs” 
at Reliance Digital and 
MyJio stores will offer 
customers easy access 
to all Motorola products, 
including online exclu-
sive smartphones.

“With this partner-
ship, we aim to provide 
customers with easy ac-
cess to Motorola’s pre-
mium products across 
India,” said BV Mallikar-
juna Rao, Regional Gen-
eral Manager, Motorola 
Mobility India.

The first “Moto Hub” 
under the partnership 
was inaugurated at R-
City at Ghatkopar in 
Mumbai, in the presence 
of Shashank Sharma, 
Executive Director, Mo-
torola Mobility & Lenovo 
MBG Asia Pacific region; 
Kaushal Nevrekar, CMO, 
Reliance Digital and Pra-

New Delhi, May 30 
(IANS): Prices of petrol 
and diesel were cut by 
one paise on Wednesday 
after the Indian Oil Corp’s 
(IOC) website initially 
showed a fall of around 
50-60 paise per litre of 
the fuels.

IOC described the 
incident as a “technical 
glitch” and clarified that 
actual price cut was of 
one paise a litre.

“There was a techni-
cal glitch in posting the 
selling prices of petrol 
and diesel on our website 
today. The selling prices 
of petrol and diesel w.e.f. 
(with effect from) May 
30, 2018 have been rec-
tified on our website,” 
a spokesperson with 
company said, adding: 
“Today, there is a minor 

reduction in fuel prices.”  
This price cut of “one 
paise” in petrol and die-
sel prices across the four 
metros on Wednesday, 
came after a daily hike for 
the last 16 days.

This cut in price, con-
trasts against nearly Rs 4 
per litre rise during May 
14-29, with daily hike in 
prices varying around 15-
30 paise a litre.

In Delhi, Kolkata, 
Mumbai and Chennai 
petrol prices on Wednes-
day were at Rs 78.42, Rs 
81.05, Rs 86.23 and Rs 
81.42 per litre respec-
tively, all prices down 
one paise from Tuesday, 
according to the revised 
data on the IOC website.

Further fall in domes-
tic fuel prices is expected 
as crude oil prices inter-
nationally eased recently. 
Prices of petrol in Delhi, 
Mumbai and Chennai 
reached record levels 
during last two weeks 
and were scaling new 
highs everyday. In Kolka-
ta, the fuel was sold near 
four-year high levels.

In tandem with the 
trend in petrol, diesel 
prices on Wednesday 
were at Rs 69.50, Rs 71.85, 
Rs 73.78 and Rs 73.17 per 
litre in Delhi, Kolkata, 
Mumbai and Chennai 
respectively, again de-
clining byone paise in the 
four cities.

New Delhi, May 30 
(IANS): Huawei’s sub-
brand Honor on Tuesday 
announced that its re-
cently launched smart-
phone “Honor 7C” will 
be available exclusively 
on Amazon from May 31 
at 12 p.m. through the 
first flash sale.

The device is priced 
at Rs 9,999 (3GB+32GB) 
and Rs 11,999 
(4GB+64GB).

The smartphone will 
also be available at No 
Cost EMI. Users can also 
avail Rs 2,200 cashback 
and 100 GB additional 
4G data with an exclu-
sive Jio offer, the com-
pany said in a statement.

“Honor 7C” has a flat-
mounted 13MP+2MP 
dual-lens rear camera 

setup. The 8MP front 
camera is equipped with 
f/2.0 wide aperture with 
intelligent adjustable 
selfie software.

Equipped with a 
5.99-inch FullView dis-
play featuring an 18:9 
aspect ratio, “Honor 7C” 
delivers a dynamic visual 
experience for reading, 
video streaming and 
gaming.

The device is packed 
with “uninterrupted 
gaming mode” with 
powerful Adreno 506 
GPU, SmartPower 5.0 
technology, and 3,000 
mAh battery.

It has a 14nm octa-
core chipset and 3GB 
RAM and supports both 
face and fingerprint un-
lock.

Homely Christian Atmosphere with 
Kitchen Facilities,
2 minutes walking distance from 
Dispur Hospital and polyclinics.
10 minutes away from Apollo Hospitals,
15 minutes walking distance from 
Dispur GNRC;
H/No.16 (B), Sewali Path, Hengrabari 
Road, Ganeshguri, Guwahati.
For Accommodation 
Contact: 6000075055/ 
9435617083/8638171544.

CHITRALAYA
GUEST  HOUSE

D-5462D-5463

Change of 
Mother Surname

I, Miss MHOMPENI KIKON, 
D/o MISAMO KIKON, a 
permanent resident of 
L.R.C Colony Dimapur, 

Nagaland hereby declare 
that from now onwards for 

all my official purpose  
my Mother surname  

should be used as  
NAROLA KIKON.

Regd.No.2492/2018     Date: 30/05/2018

OFFICE OF THE
ORANGKONG VILLAGE COUNCIL

Dist. Longleng-798625: Nagaland

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
The Orangkong village Council would like to express our profound 

thankfulness to Dr. O. Kongyan Phom, Chief Medical Officer and Dr. S. 
Imnameren Phom, District Programme Officer, District Hospital Longleng 
for visiting our village on 26-05-18 and taking up immediate preventive 
measures and controlling the outbreak of Measles in the village.

The village Council once again express our heartfelt gratitude to all 
the officers and staff of district Hospital Longleng and wish them all 
long life so that they continue to render this yeomen service in the days 
to come.

Sd/-
(SHRI SHIPONG PHOM)

Head GB
Orangkong Village

Longleng Nagaland
D-5464

CDT CHIGING CHILYANG

SAINIK SCHOOL PUNGLWA EXCELS IN CBSE X RESULTS
Sainik School Punglwa achieved 100% pass in the CBSE X result 2017-18 which was 
announced on 29th May 2018. A total of 101 cadets from the school appeared in the said 
exam and all of them fared well in different subjects. Cdt Chiging Chilyang topped the 
school by securing 93% followed by Cdt Tamar Mara with 91.60% and Cdt Ayush Kumar 
Singh with 90.40% respectively. In English, Cdt Gangey Pandey scored the highest with 
94 marks; in Hindi, Cdt Ravikant Kumar scored the highest with 99 marks; in Maths, Cdt 
Dinglo Kodak and Cdt Chiging Chilyang shared the top spot with 93 marks; in Science 
Cdt Tamar Mara secured the highest with 91 marks; in Social Science, Cdt Kohang Guing 
scored the highest with 97 marks and in Computer, Cdt Dinglo Kodak and Cdt Gangey 
Pandey secured the highest marks with 99 marks each.
Gp Capt Sharad R Keskar, Principal of the school congratulated the elated cadets for their 
success. He also encouraged and urged them to continue to work hard and strive for the 
best as there is always a room for improvement. He wished them the very best in the 
course of their next grade. DG-744

K-1736

FELICITATION
Date: 30.05.2018

With great pride and joy, the Village Council Changki 
would like to congratulate Miss Yangerjungla Pongen 
for holding the first 10th position in the HSLC Exam 
2018. The Village Council Changki also congratulates 
the students of Govt. High School Changki and Mission 
School Changki for bringing laurels to the community. 
The Village Council Changki further prays and wishes 
them success in their future endeavors. 

Chairman
Village Council Changki 
Mokokchung: Nagaland 

Secretary 
Village Council Changki 
Mokokchung: Nagaland

OFFICE OF THE
VILLAGE COUNCIL, CHANGKI
Mangkolemba Sub - Division

Mokokchung District
P.O. Changki, Nagaland

D
-5
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FELICITATION
Date: 30.05.2018

The Village Council Changki would like to thank 
Miss Imlibenla Wati N.P.F Ambassador for her 
contribution and acknowledging to the students of 
HSLC 2018 successful candidate. The Village Council 
Changki further prays that the Almighty God bless her 
abundantly in her future.

Chairman
Village Council Changki 
Mokokchung: Nagaland 

Secretary 
Village Council Changki 
Mokokchung: Nagaland

OFFICE OF THE
VILLAGE COUNCIL, CHANGKI
Mangkolemba Sub - Division

Mokokchung District
P.O. Changki, Nagaland

D
-5

46
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CONTACT:7085605328, 8259060800 K-1735

deep Bhosale, Head of 
Business-Productivity, 
Reliance Digital, among 
others.

Motorola plans to 
open several “Moto 
Hubs” at Reliance Digital 
and My Jio stores at key 
locations in the country.

“Motorola brings in 
the legacy of unparal-
leled mobile technology, 
making this partnership 
a perfect combination. 
We share Motorola’s vi-
sion of providing pre-
mium customer experi-
ences and are excited 
to start off this relation-
ship,” added Nevrekar.

Reliance Digital is the 
consumer durables and 
information technology 
concept from Reliance 
Retail Ltd. It has more 
than 2,000 electronics 
stores across India in-
cluding MyJio stores.

Motorola India re-
cently announced a 
partnership with domes-
tic multi-brand retail 
chain Sangeetha Mobiles 
to strengthen its retail 
presence in the country 
through “Moto Hubs.”

Motorola plans to 
open “Moto Hubs” in 
over 475 Sangeetha Mo-
biles stores in seven 
states, including Andhra 
Pradesh, Telangana and 
Karnataka.

Along with Moto 
X4 and Moto Z2 Force 
smartphones, “Moto 
Hubs” provide access 
and availability to online 
exclusive devices like 
Moto e4 plus and Moto 
g5 plus.

Motorola India is set 
to launch its new gener-
ation of ‘G’ series phones 
-- Moto G6 and G6 Play 
-- on June 4.

New Delhi, May 30 (IANS): Samsung’s 
4K “Onyx Cinema LED” display for large 
screens, currently available only in a few 
countries across the world, is set to come 
to India later this year, a top company 
executive said on Wednesday.

To begin with, PVR Cinemas and 
INOX Group would install ‘Onyx Cin-
ema LED’ in the country. The Samsung 
screens would be installed at PVR multi-
plexes in Delhi and Mumbai. 

“We first launched the screen in Ko-
rea, then we installed it in China, Europe, 
Thailand and the US. Once users watch 
content on ‘Onyx’ screen, it would be 
very difficult for them to switch to con-
ventional projectors in theatres,” Puneet 
Sethi, Vice President, Consumer Elec-
tronics Enterprise Business, Samsung 
India, told IANS here.

Samsung “Onyx” screen has the abili-
ty to deliver better picture quality with its 
true black colour, bringing contents to 

life with higher vibrancy and accuracy in 
a cinema theatre near you.  “We are de-
lighted to announce our latest technol-
ogy association with Samsung for their 
‘Onyx Cinema LED’ screens in India. 
Partnering as the first movers, PVR will 
be the foremost cinema exhibition chain 
in the country to introduce this technol-
ogy for the Indian audiences,” Gautam 
Dutta, CEO, PVR Ltd told IANS.

The display comes with compre-
hensive solutions such as “Onyx View”, 
“Onyx 3D” and “Onyx Sound”.

The company, however, did not re-
veal the introductory price of the 4K 
“Onyx” LED screens for the Indian mar-
ket. “We are introducing a game-chang-
ing technology which would showcase 
the work of film directors in optimal 
quality. In addition, it will also offer our 
movie-goers a new level of viewing en-
vironment, immersive in every aspect,” 
Sethi added.
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Elevation Indeed
A

fter many decades, the just concluded by-
elections generated avid interest of the public 
on a large scale unlike other parliamentary 
elections in the state. It was only till the 1970s 

that big names fought for the lone seat from the state. 
The popularity of the Lok Sabha elections in the state 
probably was on a wane from the 1980s. The decision 
of the then chief minister Neiphiu Rio in 2014 to leave 
the chair and contest the parliamentary elections made 
it high profile contest. However, this time it was taken 
up to another level as a result of the stiff competition 
from the opposition parties in the state. It is like the seat 
in the Parliament has been just been elevated in status. 

One factor is that, the state is just out of the assem-
bly general elections and without within 2 months af-
ter government formation the EC announced the polls 
for the seat that was vacated by the chief minister on 
his return to sate politics. The opposition NPF was also 
ditched by the BJP during the assembly elections and 
the NPF with 26 MLAs had to make a statement to the 
BJP leadership in this present by-election. It continued 
with the religion card played earlier, that instead at-
tracted the ire of the NDPP-BJP led Peoples Democratic 
Alliance. It prompted the ruling alliance to launch a 
complaint with EC a few days before the polls. 

In spite of not being allotted a ministerial berth, the 
former Lok Sabha member had made some important 
strides during his nearly 4-year stay as a member of 
the Parliament.  On every possible occasion he did not 
fail to remind the centre to expedite the long awaited 
peace deal or solution. The monitoring of various cen-
tral projects up to the district level that is required to 
be undertaken by the MPs was an eye-opener during 
the time of the former MP.  The work done by adopting 
villages under Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojana at least ben-
efited some villages during his term. 

As the state awaits the result of the by-poll, it is only 
relevant to add that at least this time any one of the 
candidates, whoever wins, is expected to play an im-
portant role in the centre. The two candidates Tokhe-
ho Yepthomi of the NDPP and C Apok Jamir of the NPF 
were actual friends turned foes. While the former is a 
senior legislator the later is also a former Rajya Sabha 
member from the state. They were among those INC 
legislators that got entangled in the political Tsunami 
that occurred in the state after Neiphiu Rio left for the 
Centre.  Although both of them had lost in the recent 
assembly polls they were no doubt respected and tall 
leaders of the INC. Moreover, although both the par-
ties may have used various permutations and combi-
nations to decide on their candidatures, t his election 
can be a starting point. The parties in the state need to 
hereafter choose prominent figures for the two seats 
in the Parliament and not succumb to regional and 
tribal politics.

Vishal Gulati | IANS

The cross reveals God’s heart for the lost.

The loud, sorrowful cry pierced the dark afternoon 
air. I imagine it drowning out the sound of mourn-
ing from friends and loved ones gathered at Je-

sus’s feet. It must have overwhelmed the moans of the 
dying criminals who flanked Jesus on both sides. And 
surely startled all who heard it.

“Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” Jesus cried out in agony 
and in utter despondency as He hung on that cross of 
shame on Golgotha (Matthew 27:45–46).

“My God,” He said, “my God, why have you forsaken 
me?”

I cannot think of more heart-wrenching words. Since 
eternity, Jesus had been in perfect fellowship with God 
the Father. Together they had created the universe, had 
fashioned mankind in their image, and planned salva-
tion. Never in the eons past had they not been in total 
fellowship with each other.

And now, as the anguish of the cross continued to 
bring devastating pain on Jesus—He for the first time 
lost the awareness of God’s presence as He carried the 
burden of the sins of the world.

It was the only way. Only through this time of inter-
rupted fellowship could our salvation be provided for. 
And it was only because Jesus was willing to experience 
this sense of being forsaken on the cross that we hu-
mans can gain fellowship with God.

Thank You, Jesus, for experiencing such pain so we 
could be forgiven.

Jesus, we again stand in awe at Your sacrifice. 
We kneel in Your presence and with gratitude 

acknowledge what You did for us on the cross. Thank 
You for making it possible to have fellowship with the 

Father forever.

DAILY

PATH
Interrupted Fellowship

BIBLE READ:  MATTHEW 27:32–50
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?      
~   Matthew 27:46

Shreya Ganguly | IANS

How Tobacco Smoke Can Affect Your Heart

Tobacco and Heart Diseases

Water Crisis Looming Large Over Himachal, Warn Environmentalists

(World No Tobacco Day is on May 31) 

W
hile the popular belief is that smoking 
largely affects the lungs because they 
get directly exposed to inhaled smoke, 
health experts warn that it also impacts 

the entire cardiovascular system.
According to the World Health Organisation 

(WHO), smoking tobacco is globally the second lead-
ing cause of heart diseases after high blood pressure. 
Nearly 12 per cent of cardiovascular deaths world-
wide occur due to tobacco abuse and secondhand 
smoking.

In tobacco cigarette, there is combustion, a burn-
ing of an organic material that generates temperatures 
up to 900 degree Celsius. Chronic exposure to this 
tends to thicken blood vessels, making them weaker 
in the long run. This can lead to blood clots and ulti-
mately result in stroke or peripheral heart diseases.

“Inhaling the smoke from tobacco builds fatty 
material -- atheroma -- in the heart of the smoker 
which then damages the inner lining of arteries and 
also narrows them further,” Tapan Ghose, Director & 
HOD, Cardiology at Fortis Flt. Lt. Rajan Dhall Hospi-
tal, told IANS.

“This narrowing can cause the angina, stroke or 
heart attack,” he added.

Further, the presence of nicotine in the cigarettes 
raises the blood pressure, which can have a detri-
mental effect on the heart’s oxygen balance.

“Nicotine causes thickening of the blood vessels, 
which hampers the blood flow and also causes high 
blood pressure or hypertension,” Mukesh Goel, Sen-
ior Consultant, Cardio Thoracic & Vascular Surgery at 
Indraprastha Apollo Hospitals, told IANS.

Tobacco also has carbon monoxide, which blends 
with haemoglobin in the blood more easily than 
oxygen does, thus affecting the oxygen supply in the 
body.

The carbon monoxide prevents the blood system 
from effectively carrying oxygen around the body, 
specifically to vital organs such as the heart and 
brain, the experts said, adding that apart from regular 

smokers, those who inhale the smoke 
passively may also be at risk.

WHO states that of the seven mil-
lion lives that tobacco claims world-
wide each year, almost 900,000 are 
passive-smokers.

Tobacco, whether smoked, swal-
lowed, or chewed poses multiple haz-
ards. In addition to affecting the lungs 
and heart, it also increases the risk of 
head and neck, lung, esophageal, pan-
creatic, and urologic cancers.

According to a recent study pub-
lished in The Journal of Physiology, 
smoking could directly damage the 
muscles by reducing the number of 
blood vessels in leg muscles, which in 
turn reduce the amount of oxygen and 
nutrients the muscles receive.

This may impact the metabolism 
and activity levels.

Moreover, smoking also affects both 
male and female fertility, doctors said.

“Women smoking tobacco reduce 
their chances of conceiving by at least 60 per cent and 
is also linked to ectopic pregnancy and other tubal 
factor infertility,” Sagarika Aggarwal, an IVF expert at 
Indira IVF Hospital, New Delhi, told IANS.

On the other hand, male smokers can suffer from 
decreased sperm quality with lower mobility and in-
creased numbers of abnormally-shaped sperms.

Moreover, chain smoking might also decrease the 
sperm’s ability to fertilise eggs.

Besides causing infertility, tobacco during preg-
nancy can also lead to multiple issues ranging from 
miscarriage to under-development of the foetus and 
making the child susceptible to various forms of dis-
order such as Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disor-
der (ADHD), Goel noted.

Quitting is the best way, the experts said while dis-
couraging the use of alternatives like e-cigarettes.

“While it is true that e-cigarettes have less quan-
tity of tobacco as compared to regular cigarettes, 
bidis or hookah, but they also expose lungs, heart and 

other organs to very high levels of toxic substances,” 
Goel said.

Other measures like clinical interventions, coun-
selling and behavioural therapies can help people 
quit tobacco abuse.

“Nicotine replacement therapy, including nico-
tine patches, gum, lozenges, inhalers etc, has been 
found to be effective. Combination therapy with 
drugs like bupropion has been found to be more ef-
fective than nicotine replacement alone,” said Viveka 
Kumar, Senior Director, Max Heart & Vascular Insti-
tute, Saket.

Kumar also emphasised on the role of mass media 
in spreading awareness about the harmful effects of 
tobacco, while curbing the easy access to tobacco, es-
pecially among the younger vulnerable population.

“Availability and accessibility of smoking cessa-
tion programmes to smokers who want to stop smok-
ing remains an area which needs to be addressed,” 
Kumar said.
(Shreya Ganguly can be contacted shreya.g@ians.in)

T
he World Health Organisation has chosen “Tobacco and heart diseases 
“as the theme for the World no Tobacco Day 2018, reflecting the increas-
ing trend in the incidence of cardio vascular diseases attributing to to-
bacco use. This is relevant for India because the Global burden of diseases 

study has reported that deaths as well as mortality from cardio vascular diseases 
have more than doubled in the last 30 years in India. The age-adjusted CVD mor-
tality rate of 349/100000 population in men and 265/100000 in women is one of 
the highest in the world. It’s a fact that Tobacco is the second biggest preventable 
cause of Heart diseases after High blood pressure. It’s believed that nearly thirty 
percent of all heart disease deaths could be attributed to smoking and other to-
bacco uses. In India, tobacco is used in many forms like cigarette, bidi, hookah 
and tobacco chewing like khaini, zarda etc. and tobacco in all forms has been 
shown to be detrimental to cardiovascular system. Smoking affects the heart by 
multiple means. It contains high levels of carbon monoxide. Carbon monoxide 
affects the heart by reducing the amount of oxygen the blood is able to carry. This 
means that the heart, lungs, brain, and other vital organs do not always receive 
enough oxygen to perform everyday functions. At the same time, nicotine causes 
an increase in heart rate and blood pressure increasing the load on the heart in 
the long run. There are thousands of other harmful chemicals and free radicals 
in tobacco products which promote the deposition of fat in the wall of the ar-
teries by damaging the cells lining the arteries and increasing the tendency for 
blood to clot. This is why people who smokes are more likely to have heart at-
tacks, high blood pressure, blood clots, strokes, haemorrhages, aneurysms, and 
other disorders of the cardiovascular system. So, it is well established that smok-
ing is one of the biggest risk factors for heart diseases but smokeless tobacco has 

not been well studied in the past. The reason is that the prevalence of smokeless 
tobacco use is very low in the western countries and Europe. Moreover, the in-
gredients used in gutka and Zarda in India is very different from what is normally 
used in the west. But of late, several studies have been carried out in India and 
now there is increasing evidence that smokeless tobacco plays an important role 
in cardio vascular diseases. The researches show that there is significantly greater 
prevalence of multiple cardiovascular risk factors - obesity, resting tachycardia, 
hypertension, high total and LDL cholesterol, and low HDL cholesterol, and elec-
trocardiographic changes in tobacco users, chewing or smoking as compared to 
tobacco non-users. It is not surprising because most of the chemical ingredients 
in smoking products are also there in smokeless tobacco. In fact, some studies 
show that diastolic BP was higher in tobacco chewers than smokers. This could 
be because of the sustained level of nicotine in the blood as chewing tobacco is 
kept in the mouth for a much longer time leading to grater absorption. Moreover, 
sodium content in the gutkais always high as the factories are never regulated. So, 
tobacco use in any form should be a concern for all.GATS Survey 2016-17 shows 
that Nagaland has tobacco prevalence of 43% among adults and the prevalence 
of smokeless tobacco alone is 39%. Any society with high prevalence of tobacco 
use coupled with poor discipline of food habits spells doom for the health of the 
society. It is a wakeup call for all the stake holders to realise the danger posed by 
tobacco and the need of the hour is the political will to strictly implement the 
Tobacco control laws in the state and at the same the Church and NGOs need to 
play a greaterrole on thisin order to bring down the incidence of tobacco related 
diseases like heart diseasesand cancer in our state.

Dr C Tetseo BDS, PGD-HP (Tobacco control)

Ambrose.J. Chakre

Honouring the Sabbath Day

T
his particular issue became a hot debated is-
sue during the recent past days. All the write 
ups, contributed by the writers were in con-
flict with each other. Taking into considera-

tion the nature of our people, it is no surprising that 
there are sceptics and good people in our midst. We 
have a tendency to feel justified by doing what we 
think is right. When tempers flare, we tend to forget 
what our Christian values are. We may feel justified 
by our own actions but if our lives are not in harmony 
with what the Word is, the end result will be disas-
trous. The desire to do the will of the Father is what 
every Christian should yearn for. It is not for me to 
force my opinion on you but it is for us to live by the 
truth of the Word. It is no surprising that we are still 
worldly and materialistic. The sad thing about us 
is that we don’t honour the Sabbath day nor do we 
honour God with our lives. This is not to deny the fact 
that we live in a competitive world, but as believers 

we should be sensitive enough to revere God by hon-
ouring the sacred day.

In regard to the Sunday closure issue; there are 
some who are concerned about the loss of revenue 
in our state. The truth is the business enterprises in 
our land are dominated by the people from other 
nations and states. The revenues that are generated 
in our land goes out of our land. In other words, the 
money which are earned are transacted to their own 
native places by the concerned entrepreneurs. My 
intention here is not to make an issue out of it but 
rather to make us realize our own flaws and mistakes. 
Talking about lost of revenues, the more we allow the 
shops to open the more losses our nation will incur. 
It’s funny but true.

Every state and every nation has their own leaders 
to look after the affairs of the society. The way we rebel 
against rulers and authorities shows how foolish and 
spoilt we are. If we keep on complaining about eve-
rything, the rate of our progress will be slow. Many 
children of our generation are spoilt. Proud and lost 
in their sins. We are no different than them when we 

look at our own lives. When we don’t even keep our 
lives holy, how can we expect the people to keep the 
Sabbath day holy? The sad truth about us is that we 
are not willing to sacrifice even a day for our Lord. 
Considering the situation we are in, it’s unlikely that 
we will sacrifice our whole life for the Lord. The more 
we complain the more our sins will multiply. Instead 
of complaining about the Sunday closure, I believe it 
will be more beneficial if we shun the vices of greed, 
sin and rebellion from our lives. We tend to consider 
every bill and acts that were passed as injustice if we 
are not in favour of it. Every right thinking citizen 
should accept the things that are right in the sight of 
the Lord. Let us not deceive ourselves by claiming to 
be true believers. The day will come when the right-
eous will be separated from the wicked. The time will 
come when true believers will be separated from the 
false ones. Be aware of this and start examining your 
lives to see if there are any sins and flaws in you. The 
Church of Christ prays for you as we strive to do our 
best for Christ. Join us and be a blessing unto us as we 
are unto Him. 

A
s Shimla faces one of its worst 
water crises, sending locals on 
the warpath and making tour-
ists cutting short their stay, 

environmentalists warn water scarcity 
not only looms large over the city but 
the entire Himalayan state.

Himdhara, a state-based environ-
ment research and action collective, 
on Wednesday said a massive crisis is 
unfolding in the Himalayan rivers due 
to the upcoming hydropower projects.

The water crisis unfolding in the 
state’s various regions, especially Shim-
la, needs an urgent action plan, Himd-
hara’s Manshi Ahser told IANS.

Citing the organisation’s “Dried and 
Dusted: A State of the Rivers Report for 
Himachal Pradesh”, she said upcoming 
hydropower projects, urbanization, 
spike in tourism, industrialisation, 
mining and, of course, climatic change 
are affecting the Satluj, Ravi, Beas, 
Chenab and Yamuna river basins.

Except the Satluj, which has its 
source in Tibet, the other rivers origi-
nate in the state.

The 2017 report warns local ecol-
ogy and livelihoods are threatened by 
41 big hydro and dam projects and 91 
small and micro projects.

As per a 2015 report of the Indian 
Council of Forestry Research and Ed-
ucation of 2015, a total of 11,665.346 
hectares in the state has been diverted 
for different development activities 
since 1980, including 62 per cent of 
the forest land for hydropower projects 
and transmission lines.

In the Satluj basin, there will 185 
km of tunnels once all planned hydro 
projects are built, it says.

If all planned projects in Himachal 
Pradesh and across the Himalayas are 
constructed, there will be hundreds of 
kilometres of tunnels underneath the 
mountains, through which most of the 
Ravi, Satluj, Beas and Chenab waters 
will flow, and there will hardly be any 
long stretches of these rivers that will 
be free-flowing, said Ahser.

In many cases, the distance be-
tween two hydro projects is less than 
a kilometre with some like Rampur 
receiving water directly from the tail 
of upstream projects, impacting fish 
migration.

Then Additional Chief Secretary 
Avay Shukla, in a report to the Himach-
al High Court’s ‘green bench’ in August 
2010, said out of the 70-km stretch of 
the Ravi between Chamba town and 
Bajoli, only three km would be in its 
original bed and the rest would disap-
pear in the tunnels of the four sanc-
tioned hydro projects - Bajoli-Holi, 
Kuther and Chamera II and III. 

Painting a gloomy picture, a senior 
government functionary, requesting 
anonymity as he was not authorised to 
speak to media, said out of the state’s 
9,524 natural water supply schemes, as 
many as 1,022 schemes have dried up 
in the past few years, affecting over 5.30 
lakh people.

As many as 282 of these were in 
Mandi, followed by 262 in Shimla.

Civic body officials blame Shimla 

water shortage to leaks in the distribu-
tion network, a significant portion of 
which dates from British times and di-
minishing water resources due to over-
exploitation.

“There was too much pumping 
from the Gumma water source in the 
past few days to overcome the water 
scarcity of Shimla... this also resulted in 
mass mortality of aquatic species, due 
to drastic fall in the water level,” said an 
official.

Seeking to draw the government’s 
attention to the crisis, 15 major envi-
ronmental groups, in an open letter on 
March 21, called for protecting some 
smaller streams and tributaries, such 
as the Tirthan river.

Similarly, some other streams like 
the Hul, which meets drinking water 
needs of Chamba town, need to be de-
clared as a “no-go zone” not only for 
hydro projects but also for large-scale 
sand mining and unplanned construc-
tion of roads and buildings, they said.

(Vishal Gulati can be contacted at 
vishal.g@ians.in)



William Morris (1834-
1896) is best-known 
today as a Victorian 
designer who has nev-

er gone out of fashion. You can buy 
Morris merchandise – from coasters 
to picture frames to ties to mugs – in 
the gift shops of every big design mu-
seum. And if  you Google his name, 
your screen will erupt in cascades of  
dense, colourful ornaments. But Mor-
ris was also a radical thinker, a So-
cialist and, after Karl Marx’s death, 
a leader of the Socialist League. One 
of the most relevant aspects of Mor-
ris’s work today is the framework for 
a commons-based world of coopera-
tion that he sketched in his utopian 
novel News from Nowhere (1890), 
which has striking applications for the 
age of the internet. 

In News from Nowhere, Morris 
imagined a world in which human 
happiness and economic activity coin-
cided. He reminds us that there needs 
to be a point to labour beyond making 
ends meet – and there is. Unalienated 
labour creates happiness for all – con-
sumer and creator; whereas modern 
capitalism, in contrast, has created a 
treadmill in which this aspect of work 
has been lost. Capitalism, he explains, 
locks the capitalist into a horrible life, 
which leads nowhere but the grave.

Morris’s utopian society has no 
government nor a monetary system. 
Craftwork has made ‘wage slavery’ 
obsolete, and parliamentary democ-
racy has given way to new forms of  
cooperation. The means of produc-
tion are democratically controlled, 
and people find pleasure in sharing 
their interests, goals and resources. 
The central character and narrator, 
William Guest, finds himself in con-
versation with a young girl, a citizen 
of Morris’s utopian society:

She disappeared again, and came 
back with a big-bowled pipe in her 
hand, carved out of some hard 
wood very elaborately, and mount-
ed in gold sprinkled with little 
gems. It was, in short, as pretty and 
gay a toy as I had ever seen; some-
thing like the best kind of Japanese 
work, but better.
‘Dear me!’ said I, when I set eyes 
on it, ‘this is altogether too grand 
for me, or for anybody but the Em-
peror of the World. Besides, I shall 
lose it: I always lose my pipes.’
The child seemed rather dashed, 
and said: ‘Don’t you like it, neigh-
bour?’
‘O yes,’ I said, ‘of course I like it.’
‘Well, then, take it,’ said she, ‘and 
don’t trouble about losing it. What 
will it matter if  you do? Somebody 
is sure to find it, and he will use it, 
and you can get another.’

When News from Nowhere was 
first published, it had many of the 
trappings of a classic utopia, includ-
ing that it appeared practically unat-
tainable. But today we have different 
technological potential: the idea of  
commons-based production need 
not be a mere pipe dream. The ‘com-
mons’ is a social system that refers to 
resources managed and shared ac-
cording to the rules and the norms 

defined by the productive community. 
It is an old idea that was not lost with 
the European land enclosures of the 
16th century. Today, commons are 
produced, enclosed and reclaimed, 
arguably more than ever in the past 
century.

In a sense, the world has caught up 
with Morris. At the beginning of the 
21st century, a new world is emerg-
ing. Not since Marx identified the 
manufacturing plants of Manchester 
as the blueprint for the new capitalist 
society has there been a deeper trans-
formation of the fundamentals of our 
socioeconomic life. A new commons-
based mode of production, enabled 
by information and communication 
technology (ICT), what we now call 
digitisation, redefines how we (can) 
produce, consume and distribute. 
This pathway is exemplified by in-
terconnected collaborative initiatives 
that produce a wide range of artifacts, 
from encyclopaedias and software to 
agricultural machines, wind turbines, 
satellites and prosthetics. And much 
of this relates to the little pipe-seller’s 
attitude.

As recently as two decades ago, 
most people would have thought it ab-
surd to countenance a free and open 
encyclopaedia, produced by a com-
munity of dispersed enthusiasts pri-
marily driven by other motives than 
profit-maximisation, and the idea 
that this might displace the corporate-
organised Encyclopaedia Britannica 
and Microsoft Encarta would have 
seemed preposterous. Similarly, very 
few people would have thought it pos-
sible that the top 500 supercomputers 
and the majority of websites would 
run on software produced in the same 
way, or that non-coercive cooperation 
using globally shared resources could 
produce artifacts as effectively as those 
produced by industrial capitalism, but 
more sustainably. It would have been 
unimaginable that such things should 
have been created through processes 
that were far more pleasant than the 
work conditions that typically result 
in such products.

Commons-based production goes 
against many of the assumptions 
of mainstream, standard-textbook 
economists. Individuals primarily 
motivated by their interest to max-
imise profit, competition and private 
property are the Holy Grail of innova-
tion and progress – more than that: of  
freedom and liberty themselves. One 
should never forget these two everlast-
ing ‘truths’ if  one wants to understand 
the economy and the world, we are 
told. These are the two premises of  
the free-market economics that have 
dominated the discourse until today.

Wikipedians and hackers want 
to create something useful for 

themselves, not for the market or 
for short-term profit

So, is GNU/Linux, the free and 
open-source software that drives those 
500 supercomputers, an exception 
that proves the rule? What about the 
Apache HTTP Server, the leading 
software in the web-server market, or 

Wikipedia? The legal scholar Yochai 
Benkler at Harvard University was 
one of the first to observe that such 
commons-based projects are by now 
too common to be considered anoma-
lies. Already a decade ago (when 
smartphones were a novelty), Benkler 
argued in The Wealth of Networks 
(2006) that a new mode of production 
was emerging that would shape how 
we produce and consume informa-
tion. He called this mode ‘commons-
based peer production’ and claimed 
that it can deliver better artifacts while 
promoting another aspect of human 
nature: social cooperation. Digitisa-
tion does not change the human per-
son (in this respect), it just allows her 
to develop in ways that had previously 
been blocked, whether by chance or 
design.

No matter where they are based, 
people today can use the internet to 
cooperate and globally share the prod-
ucts of their cooperation as a com-
mons. Commons-based peer produc-
tion (usually abbreviated as CBPP) 
is fundamentally different from the 
dominant modes of production un-
der industrial capitalism. In the latter, 
owners of means of production hire 
workers, direct the work process, and 
sell products for profit-maximisation. 
Think how typical multinational 
corporations are working. Such pro-
duction is organised by allocating re-
sources through the market (pricing) 
and through hierarchical command. 
In contrast, CBPP is in principle open 
to anyone with the relevant skills to 
contribute to a common project: the 
knowledge of every participant is 
pooled.

These participants might be paid, 
but not necessarily. Since commons-
based projects are open systems, 
anyone with the right knowledge 
and skills can contribute, either paid 
by companies, clients or not at all. 
But why do people contribute con-
tent to Wikipedia or code lines to 
GNU/Linux? There are many rea-
sons to contribute beyond or beside 
that of  receiving monetary payment. 
CBPP allows contributions based on 
all kinds of  motivations such as the 
need to learn or to communicate. 
However, most importantly, a key 
incentive is the desire to create some-
thing mutually useful to those con-
tributing. This also generally means 
that people contribute because they 
find it meaningful and useful, and 
they believe the resulting product 
worthwhile. Wikipedians and hack-
ers primarily want to create some-
thing useful for themselves, and for 
other people, not for the market or 
for short-term profit.

While the first wave of CBPP 
included open-knowledge projects 
(code, culture, design), the second 
one is moving towards manufactur-
ing. Imagine a prosthetic hand, an 
orthosis, a wheel hoe or even a house 
designed in the same way that the 
Wikipedia entries or the GNU/Linux 
code lines are written. This is not a far-
fetched utopian vision, but something 
that is happening as you read this. All 
knowledge and software related to 
these artifacts are shared globally as 
digital commons. These are developed 
by the labour of often very passionate 

people from all over the world. More-
over, those who have access to local 
manufacturing machines (from 3D 
printing and CNC machines to low-
tech crafts and tools) can, ideally with 
the help of an expert, manufacture a 
customised hand, a satellite, a wheel 
hoe or a house. These are the stories 
of the OpenBionics project, which 
produces designs for lightweight ro-
botic and bionic devices; of the Libre 
Space Foundation in Greece, which 
produces small-scale satellites; of the 
L’Atelier Paysan collective in France, 
which builds agricultural machines; 
and of the WikiHouse, which ‘de-
mocratises’ the construction of sus-
tainable, resource-light dwellings.

CBPP presents a radical break 
within the existing technological 
development paradigm. It enables 
people who previously worked in 
isolation to design and manufacture 
artifacts in collaboration imbued with 
values that exceed the considerations 
of capitalism. Technology is not neu-
tral: it favours some outcomes over 
others. The ICT paradigm creates sev-
eral new possibilities, and various hu-
man groups try to utilise them. Differ-
ent social forces invest in this potential 
and use it to their advantage. Technol-
ogy is therefore also a focus of social 
struggle, rather than a predetermined 
‘given’ that creates just one possible 
future.

When social groups appropriate 
a particular technology for their own 
purposes, then social, political and 
economic systems can change. An 
example is the role that the invention 
of the printing press played in trans-
forming European society. The fast-
growing availability of digitisation en-
ables many-to-many communication; 
think of electronic fora and mailing 
lists to wikis and Facebook, embat-
tled though it might appear right now. 
Hence, an increasing number of hu-
mans communicate in ways that were 
not technically possible before. This in 
turn makes massive self-organisation 
up to a global scale possible. Just as 
digitisation – and specifically social 
media – can work both for emancipa-
tion and supervision, for revolution 
and its suppression, it also allows for 
the creation of a new mode of pro-
duction and new types of social rela-
tions outside the market-state nexus.

What is light (knowledge, design) 
becomes global; what is heavy 
(manufacturing) is local and 

shared
In this commons-based scenario, 

there are no patent costs to pay, since 
the digital commons becomes avail-
able under commons licences, such as 
the Creative Commons licences or the 
General Public License. For example, 
in the software realm, the GNU Gen-
eral Public License permits anyone to 
see, modify and redistribute the code, 
under the condition that changes are 
made publicly available and licensed 
under the same licence. Further, less 
transportation of materials is needed, 
since a considerable part of the man-
ufacturing takes place locally often 
through upcycling. Moreover, main-
tenance is easier and products are de-
signed to last as long as possible. Costs 

are thus driven down.
The design is developed and im-

proved as a global digital commons, 
while the manufacturing often takes 
place through shared infrastructures 
and with local biophysical condi-
tions in mind. Put simply, this mode 
of  production follows the logic that 
what is light (knowledge, design) 
becomes global, and what is heavy 
(manufacturing) is local and shared. 
This allows for the consideration of  
the limits and scarcities posed by fi-
nite resources, and the organisation 
of  material activities according to 
participant-defined value systems. 
For example, the people of  Mityal, 
a rural community in southwest Ne-
pal, needed to electrify their local 
health clinic. They connected with 
national and international com-
mons-oriented communities inter-
ested in small-scale, off-the-grid wind 
turbines. Together, they built a wind 
turbine based on digital commons 
of  designs and software, using local 
manufacturing technologies and ma-
terials. Training workshops also took 
place so that the people of  Mityal 
became capable of  maintaining the 
infrastructure themselves.

Morris envisioned a future in 
which humans would be free to cre-
ate and to ‘delight in the life of the 
world’. Yet in his opinion, for reasons 
of scope as well as human condition-
ing, violent events – wars, revolutions 
– would have to precede such free-
dom. But he might have been wrong 

about that. CBPP points to the reality 
of peaceful paths of radical change 
actually emerging.

It might be true that the examples 
here seem small-scale, bucolic, cater-
ing to an Arcadia, a dream-world 
for Leftie intellectuals. The differ-
ence with CBPP is that it takes back, 
through empowerment, what has 
already been lost, but via modern 
means. It makes use of digitisation, 
at the forefront of technological de-
velopment, by interpreting it for the 
benefit of the people, rather than for 
its current protagonists. Creating pub-
lic rather than private value, CBPP 
follows the digital logic just as much 
as, and maybe better than, its classic-
capitalist protagonists in Silicon Val-
ley and elsewhere. Perhaps it is best 
to think of these CBPP as early pilot 
projects, with a great radical change 
in our attitude to production possibly 
just around the corner.

The danger, were such a path to 
be fully co-opted by the current (very) 
dominant context, is obvious, and it 
must realistically be acknowledged. If  
you profit from an economic model 
on a large scale, if  you draw your rents 
from it, why would you not fight for 
it, even when this is not good for any-
one else? However, the counterculture 
is not only here, it is gaining ground, 
so far. Were Morris alive today, he cer-
tainly would have recognised its revo-
lutionary potential. What was news 
from nowhere in 1890 could very 
soon be news from here.

After an unprecedented boom in 
India’s publishing industry dur-
ing the past two decades, many 
insiders are fearful that it has now 

reached its saturation point. But the boom is 
not over, according to David Davidar, who 
maintains that India is “one of  the most ex-
citing book markets in the world” and its fu-
ture is one of  hopes.

Davidar, who was hired by the legendary 
Peter Mayer as one of  the founder members 
of  Penguin India way back in 1985 and ven-
tured out to lay the foundations of  Aleph 
Book Company some seven years ago, as-

serted that “there is no place to go but up” 
for India’s books market. Why?

“Because there is quite a lot of  rubbish 
that is published, and as many subject areas 
remain unexplored, there is plenty of  room 
for good, relevant books,” Davidar told 
IANS in an interview.

The acclaimed publisher explained that 
although India publishes nearly 20,000 new 
books in the English language every year, 
many of  these books are “meretricious or 
just downright bad.”

Davidar contrasts this unfortunate state 
of  affairs to the fact that books will always 
have “a central place” in the lives of  the 
thinking and aware individuals. And even 
as the consumer now has access to “more 

published information and entertainment 
than at any time in human history”, much 
of  it (especially that found in digital form on 
the Internet and social media) is “of  little 
value”, he noted. 

“There will, therefore, always be room 
for thoughtful, stylish, innovative, insightful 
books (in whatever format you choose to read 
or access them - I am platform agnostic) for 
those who want to go beyond the common-
place, banal and mediocre,” he pointed out.

But the Indian book market, like any-
where else in the world, has its own hurdles 
and Davidar identified a small readership 
base, not enough retail outlets, not enough 
marketing avenues, low prices, high dis-
counts, high material costs, high returns, cus-

tomers who do not pay on time, customers 
who default on payments and so on and so 
forth as the major challenges faced by pub-
lishers in contemporary scenario. But there 
is hope as this market is always expanding.

“In India, because the bar has been so 
low for so long (all of  us in the business 
have to accept some of  the blame for that), 
and there are new generations hungry for 
quality information and entertainment, the 
future is brighter than in most parts of  the 
world, where reading habits and publishing 
revenues are declining. There is no place to 
go but up. Great books will not die, but will 
continue to thrive,” he said.

Davidar has been a publisher for over 
a quarter century and has published sev-

eral of  the country’s finest writers, includ-
ing Shashi Tharoor, Vikram Seth, Arund-
hati Roy, Kiran Desai, Khushwant Singh, 
Ruskin Bond, R.K. Narayan, Amitav Ghosh 
and Jeet Thayil. He is currently the Manag-
ing Director and Publisher of  Aleph Book 
Company, a literary publishing firm he co-
founded in 2011.

He has also authored three novels “The 
House of  Blue Mangoes” (2002), which 
was published in 16 countries, and became 
a bestseller in six of  them; “The Solitude of  
Emperors” (2007), which was shortlisted for 
the Commonwealth Writers’ Prize; and “Ith-
aca” (2011).

(Saket Suman can be contacted at  
saket.s@ians.in)
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): You may feel a 
bit restless because you know something 
is brewing but can’t seem to get hold of it, 
Aries. This energy is like a river rushing be-

neath your feet while you stand on a bridge. The water 
is tempting, yet you can’t summon up the courage to 
jump in. Don’t feel like you have to be a part of every-
thing. Perhaps your destiny lies on the other side of the 
bridge.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): If you wake up 
this morning and want nothing more than 
to stay under the sheets and cuddle a little 
longer, know that you aren’t alone, Taurus. 

There is a sensitive warmth about the day that’s mak-
ing you feel vulnerable. Make sure to surround yourself 
with supportive people today. Harsh words are likely 
to cut more deeply than usual, making you wish you’d 
just stayed in bed all day.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You may find 
yourself taking the high road today, Gemini. It 
could be that you’re like a bird soaring above 
the landscape. As you fly, your partner is on 

the ground trying his or her best to keep up. If you keep 
flying straight, you’ll get lost and confused and may not 
find your way back. Consider keeping your feet on the 
ground with your friend.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Today you’ll 
feel as though your energy has come 
home, Cancer. Oftentimes, if you aren’t 
feeling 100 percent yourself, you’ll refuse 

to leave the house. Today you should feel much bet-
ter and ready to take on the world. Your emotions 
are in line with your actions, and things should be 
crystal clear for you. You know the route you want to 
take. The path is obvious.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Your wacky person-
ality will be appreciated today, Leo, but don’t 
take it too far. Leave room for seriousness to 
enter the picture. There’s a dreamy, cloudy 

sensation to the day that might make it difficult for 
you to concentrate on any one thing. If you pretend to 
know the answer when you don’t, you’ll only serve to 
confuse the people around you. The truth will eventu-
ally be revealed.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You should try to 
feel at ease today, Virgo. Remember that inner 
peace is a big part of your health. This can be 
achieved through reflection and a quiet review 

of where you are in life. Try not to focus too much on ma-
terial things. Instead, concentrate more on your emo-
tional state. Others are likely to feel more sensitive and 
weepy as well, so have them join you in this exercise.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): It may be hard 
to find answers today, Libra. It may also be 
hard for you to get your point across, espe-
cially since everyone’s head is way up in the 

clouds. Don’t be surprised if your own head takes a trip 
up there as well. You’re better off giving it a boost up 
there instead of trying to force it back down to reality. 
Check things out from a different perspective.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): This is your 
day, Scorpio. You may find that people gravi-
tate to you for advice and support. They’re 
apt to lower their guard and more openly ac-

cept things you believe in. Conversations could lead to 
more spiritual topics and you could end up giving les-
sons on the meaning of life. Suddenly, the things you’ve 
been thinking are reaching a huge audience that’s ea-
ger to hear your words.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): It’s im-
portant for you to be extra cautious today, 
Sagittarius. Make sure you’re calm and col-
lected before you get behind the wheel of a 

car. Be sure to have a helmet on if you’re riding your 
bike. Strong emotions that come up at this time are 
apt to trigger a physical response that could be quite 
powerful and even a bit violent. Be careful of such 
tendencies.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You may 
not want to openly admit something to 
someone today, Capricorn, even though 
you know it’s true. You’re more than likely 

working to hide behind a barrier that has formed be-
tween you and a close loved one or family member. If 
you insist on behaving this way, you may want to con-
sider why you even bother staying in the relationship 
in the first place.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Like play-
ing a game of chess, you may need to think 
through your next move carefully, Aquarius. 
It could be that your opponent is taking a 

long time to make the next move and you’re impatient. 
As a result, you may make your decision too hastily. 
Feel free to take as much time as you need. Your oppo-
nent may be thinking two or three moves ahead of you 
already, so concentrate.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Come out of your 
shell today, Pisces. You’ll notice that people 
are much more sensitive to your feelings be-
cause they seem to be more emotional them-

selves. Communication is likely to occur more through 
unspoken channels than traditional methods. Many 
words can be conveyed with a look, wink, or long hug. 
Let others know that you’re listening to them.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Vasilis Kostakis and Wolfgang Drechsler  | Aeon

Saket Suman | IANS

Utopia Now

Future of Books Brighter in India than Most Parts of World— Publisher David Davidar 

In 1890 William Morris imagined a world free from wage slavery.  
Thanks to technology, his vision is finally within reach
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Bank employees hold a demonstration as part of their two-day nationwide strike to press for wage 
revision, in Ahmedabad on Wednesday, May 30, 2018.

PTI

India-Indonesia CEOs forum present report to Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Indonesian President Joko Widodo, in Indonesia on 
Wednesday, May 30, 2018.

PTI

Bank strike impacts transactions 
over INR 21,000 cr. on day one

More Cong. leaders request Pranab Mukherjee to withdraw from RSS event Chidambaram summoned to 
join INX media probe today

India, Indonesia upgrade ties, decide to have inter-faith dialogue

Chennai/Bengaluru, May 
30 (IANS): Banking trans-
actions worth about Rs 
21,700 crore could not be 
put into effect across the 
country as more than 10 
lakh bankers struck work 
on Wednesday to demand 
wage revision.

“The strike call evoked 
good response. About 
85,000 bank branches, in-
cluding that of State Bank 
of India (SBI) and some 
private banks, spread 
across the country were 
closed,” C.H. Venkatacha-
lam, General Secretary, 
All India Bank Employees’ 
Association (AIBEA), told 
IANS.

The United Forum of 
Bank Unions (UFBU), an 
umbrella body of nine 
bank unions, called for 
a two-day strike starting 
Wednesday.

The day saw bankers 
across the country holding 
demonstrations to push 
for an early conclusion of 
wage negotiations.

Queried about the val-
ue and volume of money 
instruments that would 
not be cleared by the 
bank’s clearing houses, 
Venkatachalam said: “On 
an all-India basis, clear-
ance of 39 lakh instru-
ments with a value of Rs 
21,700 crore per day would 
be impacted. The above 
value and volume were 
the averages of last 15 days 
clearance of instruments.”

Venkatachalam said 
the unions had requested 
the Indian Banks’ Associa-
tion (IBA) to come up with 

Thiruvananthapura/Kolkata, May 
30 (PTI): Former president Pranab 
Mukherjee accepting an invite from 
the RSS to attend its function in Nag-
pur drew calls from more Congress 
leaders to him today to withdraw 
from the event over what they called 
in the “interest of secularism”.

Ramesh Chennithala, a senior 
Congress leader from Kerala, sent a 
letter to Mukherjee requesting him 
to refrain from attending the event 
while West Bengal Congress chief 
Adhir Chowdhury and senior Con-
gress leader V Hanumantha Rao ech-
oed similar sentiments. Mukherjee, 
who has been a Congress veteran, 
has been invited to be the chief guest 
at the valedictory function of Sangh 
Shiksha Varg — a training camp for 
RSS volunteers at the organisation’s 
headquarters in Nagpur on June 7. 
According to an RSS functionary, 
the former president has accepted 
the invitation.

Senior Congress leader P 
Chidambaram said now that the 
former president has accepted the 
invitation he should go and tell the 
RSS “what is wrong” in their ideol-
ogy. His party colleague Abhishek 

Singhvi opined that the party would 
like to first hear what Mukherjee 
has to say before making any com-
ments.

In his letter, Chennithala, also 
leader of the opposition in Kerala 
assembly, said Mukherjee’s decision 
had come as a “rude shock” to the 
secular minds of the country.

He alleged that the Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh(RSS) has been 
trying to divide the country on reli-
gious lines and to run the incumbent 
government by remote control.

“Being one of the tallest leaders 
of the great Indian National Con-
gress, which has been responsible 
for preserving the secular fabric of 
this country, your decision has in-
vited unparalleled disgruntlement 
among the rank and file of the Con-
gress Party,” the letter said.

“As a person who has served as 
the first citizen of our country and 
the greatest ambassador of secular-
ism, I request you to reconsider your 
decision to attend the RSS meet on 
June 7,2018,” it said.

Alleging that the RSS was a ‘com-
munal outfit’, the Congress leader 
said its vision of creating “Hindu 

Rashtra” comprising only one sec-
tion of the population is in sharp 
contrast with the Congress ideology 
of secularism and democracy.

Adhir Chowdhury expressed sur-
prise over Mukherjee’s decision and 
said he is unable to relate it with the 
former president’s previous com-
ments against the Sangh.

Hanumantha Rao said the 
former president should withdraw 
his decision”in the interest of secu-
larism”.

Mukherjee, who had held the 
highest post of President, should not 
attend the meeting of RSS as it is a 
“communal” organisation, the AICC 
Secretary and former Rajya Sabha 
member said.

Rao also said he would write to 
Mukherjee in this regard.

Veteran Congressman CK Jaffer 
Sharief, in a letter to Mukherjee yes-
terday, expressed surprise over the 
move and said he like other secular 
people was “stunned” to hear about 
his attending the RSS function.

At the AICC briefing in Delhi, the 
Congress refrained from making a 
comment on the issue for the second 
day today.

Jakarta, May 30 (IANS): 
Taking their bilateral re-
lationship into a new era, 
India and Indonesia on 
Wednesday agreed to es-
tablish a new Comprehen-
sive Strategic Partnership, 
condemned terrorism in 
all its forms, including 
cross-border terror, and 
to open an inter-faith dia-
logue in a bid to eradicate 
radicalism and violent ex-
tremism.

This was agreed to dur-
ing a meeting between 
Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and In-
donesian President Joko 
Widodo who also came 
out with a shared vision of 
India-Indonesia maritime 
cooperation that seeks 
to achieve a free, open, 
transparent, rules-based 
Indo-Pacific region where 
sovereignty and territorial 
integrity are respected.

In Modi’s first visit to 
the country with the big-
gest Muslim population 
in the world, a joint state-
ment issued after delega-
tion-level talks said that 
inter-faith dialogue was 
a reflection of the united 
commitment of both the 
countries to explore a new 
understanding on the rise 

of religious identities, the 
dynamic of pluralism and 
to eradicate radicalism, 
terrorism and violent ex-
tremism.

Both the leaders agreed 
to organise an inter-faith 
dialogue in Indonesia in 
October this year which 
will be followed by a simi-
lar dialogue next year. 

Modi and Widodo con-
demned terrorism in all 
its forms and manifes-
tations, including cross-
border terrorism and 
terror-related incidents 
in both the countries and 
affirmed that perpetrators 
of thse heinous acts must 
be brought to justice. Both 
the leaders also affirmed 
that terrorism should not 
be associated with any 
religion, creed, nationality 
and ethnicity.

In a joint address to the 
media, Modi condemned 
the terror attacks in Indo-
nesia earlier this month 
and said India stands in 
solidarity with the people 
and government of Indo-
nesia.

The two sides signed 
15 agreements, including 
on defence cooperation, 
that will provide for regu-
lar bilateral dialogue and 

NEWS IN BRIEF
India seeks UK help in extradition 
of Mallya, Lalit Modi
New Delhi, May 30 (PTI): India today sought the help 
of United Kingdom for early extradition of liquor baron 
Vijay Mallya and former IPL honcho Lalit Modi and in 
locating diamantaire Nirav Modi during the third Indo-
UK home affairs dialogue here, officials said. New Delhi 
also asked London not to allow the British territory 
to be used for anti-India activities by Kashmiri and 
Khalistani separatists. While the Indian delegation was 
led by Union Home Secretary Rajiv Gauba, the UK team 
was led by Patsy Wilkinson. India also sought the UK’s 
assistance in extradition of alleged cricket bookie Sanjiv 
Kapur and legal help in prosecution of 16 other alleged 
criminals. During the dialogue, India also raised the visa 
problems faced by its nationals, including delays in visas 
to students, the high amount charged for UK visas and 
lengthy waiting period for tourist visas. The India-UK 
home affairs dialogue was set up during British Prime 
Minister Theresa May’s visit to India in November 2016.

Ex BSF DIG among five held guilty 
in J&K sex scandal
Chandigarh, May 30 (IANS): A former BSF DIG and four 
others were held guilty by a Special Court here on Wednesday 
in the 2006 sex scandal in Jammu and Kashmir in which 
several minor girls were sexually exploited. Those convicted 
are former Border Security Force Deputy Inspector General 
(DIG) K.C. Padi, former Deputy Superintendent of Police 
Mohammed Ashraf Mir, Maqsood Ahmad, Shabir Ahmad 
Langoo and Shabir Ahmad Laway. Then Additional 
Advocate General Anil Sethi and Mehrajudin Malik were 
acquitted. The scandal kingpin Sabeena and her husband 
died during trial. The court will pronounce the sentence on 
the convicts on June 4. The scandal broke after police seized 
some video CDs of Kashmiri girls’ sexual exploitation by 
police and other officials. 

Andhra Pradesh gets separate 
state symbols
Amaravati (AP), May 30 (PTI): Neem and black buck 
have been declared as the state tree and animal 
respectively of Andhra Pradesh. Rose-ringed parakeet 
will be the state bird while jasmine the flower, Principal 
Secretary of Environment and Forests G Anantha Ramu 
said in an order today. “The government felt that it is 
necessary to have separate symbols for the state after the 
bifurcation. Accordingly, the symbols have been notified 
for Andhra Pradesh,” the order added. Andhra Pradesh 
was bifurcated to create Telangana in June, 2014.

Fire breaks out in train in Odisha, 
passengers safe
Bhubaneswar, May 30 (IANS): Fire broke out in a parcel 
van of Keonjhar-Bhubaneswar Fast Passenger train 
in Odisha’s Keonjhar district on Wednesday, a railway 
official said, adding all the passengers were safe. The 
East Coast Railway official said that some passengers 
spotted fire erupting from the parcel van of the train 
near Chilikidara station and alerted the loco pilot, who 
stopped the train. The luggage bogey was separated from 
the train and fire-fighters stepped in to douse the flames. 
The official said an inquiry will be conducted to find out 
the reason for the fire.

Maneka seeks blocking of dowry 
calculator website
New Delhi, May 30 (PTI): Union Women and Child 
Development Minister Maneka Gandhi has asked 
Information Technology Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad 
to block a website which claims to calculate the 
dowry amount for grooms and take action against its 
developers. Gandhi yesterday wrote a letter in this regard 
to her cabinet colleague Prasad, saying the website 
should be blocked as it promotes seeking dowry by men. 
She said that it has been brought to her notice that there 
is a website www.dowrycalculator.com that suggests a 
dowry amount a potential groom can expect to get after 
considering parameters like his caste, qualification, 
profession, income etc. Gandhi said in her letter this was 
not only shameful but also illegal as it promoted dowry. 
She further mentioned that she has asked the Secretary 
in the ministry of WCD to initiate proceedings under 
the Dowry Prohibition Act in this matter. The practice of 
dowry is a punishable offence in India.

FOREIGN AFFAIRS

consultation on strategic 
defence and military is-
sues of common interest 
and identified coopera-
tion in defence indusrty 
and technology as areas of 
great potential.

The two leaders di-
rected officials to expand 

mutually beneficial col-
laboration between their 
defence industries for 
joint production of equip-
ment, technology transfer, 
technical assistance and 
capacity building as well 
sourcing of defence equip-
ment.

In the shared vision 
document, the two coun-
tries acknowledged the 
need to maintain mari-
time safety and security 
for peace, stability and 
sustainable economic 
growth and development 
in the maritime waters of 

the Indo-Pacific region 
as enshrined in the UN 
Convention on Law of the 
Sea (Unclos) and relevant 
international laws. 

They welcomed the 
elevation of the bilateral 
relationship between the 
two countries to the level 

of Comprehensive Strate-
gic Partnership and crea-
tion of new mechanisms 
like bilateral security dia-
logue, signing of an en-
hanced defence coopera-
tion agreement and frame 
agreement on cooperation 
in the exploration and uses 
of outer space for peaceful 
purposes.

Modi told the media 
that under India’s Act East 
Policy, the SAGAR - Se-
curity and Growth for All 
in the Region - initiative 
matches Widodo’s Global 
Maritime Fulcrum.

While Modi’s SAGAR 
initiative underscores In-
dia enagagement in the 
Indian Ocean region, 
Widodo’s Global Maritime 
Fulcrum seeks to capi-
talise on Indonesia’s geo-
graphic postion to make 
the southeast Asian nation 
the “fulcrum” of Indo-Pa-
cific maritime activity.

Modi also said that 
both sides will double 
their efforts to take bilat-
eral trade to $50 billion by 
2025. 

Both sides also agred to 
set up a joint task force to 
undertake projects port-
related infrastructure 
in and around Sabang, 

which, at 90 nautical 
miles, is the closest port 
from the easternmost is-
land of India’s Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands.

The two sides also 
agreed to take necessary 
steps to enhance connec-
tivity (institutional, physi-
cal, digital, and paople-
to-people) between the 
Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands and provinces in 
Sumatra Island of Indone-
sia to promote trade, tour-
ism and people-to-people 
contacts and facilitate B 
to B linkages between the 
Chamber of Commerce of 
Andaman and the ones of 
the provinces of Sumatra, 
including Aceh.

Following Wednesday’s 
meeting, Modi and Wido-
do unveiled a kite exhibi-
tion jointly organised by 
Museum Layang Layang 
of Jakarta and the Kite 
Museum of Ahmedabad. 
The exhibition is themed 
around the Indian epics 
Ramayana and Mahab-
harata.

The two leaders also 
visited the Istiqlal Mosque 
here, the largest mosque in 
southeast Asia, on the oc-
casion of the Islamic holy 
month of Ramadan.

better offer than the mere 
two per cent hike offer, so 
that the strike could be 
averted.

He said the IBA was 
also asked not to delink 
the wage negotiations for 
bank officers in the Scales 
4-7. The IBA did not do 
anything.

At the conciliation 
meeting on Monday, the 
Chief Labour Commis-
sioner (CLC) asked the IBA 
not to raise new contro-
versies like delinking the 
wage talks for officers in 
the 4-7 scale, he said.

“ Though the  CLC 
tried its best to sort out 
the strike issues, there is 
no positive development. 
Hence the strike on May 
30 and 31 stands,” All India 
Bank Officers’ Confed-

eration (AIBOC) General 
Secretary D.T. Franco had 
said earlier.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Venkatachalam, with re-
gard to the coverage of 
officers from Scale 4-7, the 
IBA said it did not get the 
mandate from six banks as 
they opted to cover officers 
up to Scale 3 level.

However, 14 banks 
have given the mandate 
for covering the officers 
up to Scale 7 in wage nego-
tiations as was done in the 
previous wage settlement 
negotiations, he said.

Wage revision in the 
banks is due from Novem-
ber 1, 2017.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Venkatachalam, the Cen-
tral government had been 
advising the IBA to con-

clude the wage issue be-
fore November, 2017.

Unions had submit-
ted the Charter of De-
mands in May, 2017 and 
discussions commenced 
with them that month. 
But even though several 
rounds of discussions had 
taken place in the last one 
year, the IBA did not come 
forward to make any offer.

On May 5, 2018, the 
IBA made an offer to hike 
the wages by two per cent, 
quoting poor financial 
condition of the banks as 
a reason. This offer was not 
acceptable to the unions.

On Wednesday, leaders 
of the striking employees 
said the response of the 
strike was good across the 
country including in the 
eight northeastern states.

“About one lakh bank 
employees, including of-
ficers, stayed away from 
work across Karnataka,” 
All India Bank Officers’ 
Confederation (AIBOC) 
General  Secretar y  Y. 
Sudarshan told IANS in 
Bengaluru.

Admitting that bank-
ing operations have been 
affected, Sudarshan said 
the onus was on the IBA 
and the government.

“In which way are we 
different from other gov-
ernment employees to be 
denied what is due for us... 
we also contribute to the 
development and growth 
of the economy,” he said.

Rejecting the IBA’s con-
tention that banks were 
unable to bear the burden 
of huge losses as loans 
or advances turned into 
NPAs, he said: “Over 80 
per cent of bank loan de-
faulters are corporates 
whose funds are cleared 
by boards and executives.”

Government and for-
eign exchange transac-
tions were also affected 
due to the shutdown while 
the ATM machines were 
being loaded with addi-
tional cash.

“We have loaded ATMs 
with cash of around Rs 
15 lakh which would take 
care of the average cash 
dispensation for four 
days,” V. Balasubrama-
nian, President, Finan-
cial Software and Systems 
(FSS), told IANS. 

Chennai-based FSS 
manages ATMs for several 
banks in the country.

Bank of Maharash-
tra MD and CEO Ravin-
dra P. Marathe urged his 
customers to make the 
maximum use of digital 
banking services as the 
strike might disrupt nor-
mal banking services at 
the branches.

Meanwhile, industry 
lobby body ASSOCHAM 
urged the UFBU to call 
off the strike as it might 
affect customer transac-
tions worth up to Rs 20,000 
crore.

Public sector banks 
(PSBs) are grappling with 
high levels of bad loans 
and as per reports their 
losses for the quarter end-
ed March 2018 are set to 
hit a record Rs 50,000 crore 
which is more than dou-
ble the losses of Rs 19,000 
crore in preceding quarter 
ended December 2017.

“Considering such a 
precarious situation, we 
at ASSOCHAM would 
urge the government to 
come up with a stimu-
lus plan which must in-
clude restoring the PSBs 
to health,” ASSOCHAM’s 
Secretary General D.S. Ra-
wat was quoted as saying 
in a statement.

However, bank unions 
say the losses are due to 
provisions for bad loans 
issued to corporates and 
“not real losses”.

Union leaders say that 
if corporate members of 
lobby bodies pay back 
their loans or service their 
loans on time, the bank 
books would not be in 
the red.

New Delhi, May 30 (IANS): The CBI on Wednesday 
summoned former Finance Minister P. Chidambaram in 
connection with the INX Media corruption case asking him 
to join the investigation on Thursday, the probe agency said.

Sources in the the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) 
said Chidambaram had been asked to appear before the 
investigators at the agency’s headquarters at south Delhi’s 
Lodhi Road area. 

The CBI’s move comes as Chidambaram on Wednesday 
filed an anticipatory bail plea in the Delhi High Court for 
protection from arrest in the INX Media case, hours after a 
Delhi court extended to him interim protection from arrest 
in the Aircel-Maxis deal case. 

The CBI had on February 28 arrested Chidambaram’s 
son Karti in the INX Media case. Later, he was granted bail. 

Karti is accused of taking money to facilitate Foreign 
Investment Promotion Board (FIPB) clearance to INX 
Media in 2007 when his father was the Finance Minister in 
the UPA government. The CBI registered an FIR in the case 
on May 15 last year.

The CBI has alleged that irregularities were committed 
in giving INX Media the clearance to receive Rs 305 crore 
in foreign investment. The CBI initially alleged that Karti 
had received Rs 10 lakh as bribe for facilitating the FIPB 
clearance. 

The figure was, however, revised later to about Rs $1 
million or 6.5 crore at the current exchange rate.

The CBI and the Enforcement Directorate are probing 
the case. 
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News IN BrIef
Zimbabwe to elect post-Mugabe 
president on July 30
Harare, May 30 (PTI/AFP): Zimbabwe announced 
today it would choose a new president and parliament on 
July 30, in the country’s first electoral test since the removal 
of  its autocratic former leader Robert Mugabe. His 
successor, President Emmerson Mnangagwa, unveiled 
the date in the official Zimbabwe Government Gazette. 
“Monday, the 30th day of July, 2018 (is) the day of the 
election to the office of President, the election of members 
of the National Assembly and election of councillors,” 
Mnangagwa said in a proclamation. 

Mexico will finance border wall, 
says Trump
Washington, May 30 (IANS): US President Donald 
Trump has insisted he will have Mexico pay for the 
construction of the border wall he has promised to build 
with the country. As Trump failed to get the US Congress 
to approve the wall being built with federal funds, he has 
returned to his initial proposal that it will be the Mexicans 
who finance the wall, reports Efe news. “I don’t want to 
cause a problem, but in the end, Mexico’s going to pay for 
the wall. They do absolutely nothing to stop people from 
going through Mexico, from Honduras and all these other 
countries. They do nothing to help us,” Donald Trump 
said at a campaign rally on Tuesday, adding that “they will 
enjoy it”. 

Russian Foreign minister to visit 
North Korea
Moscow, May 30 (IANS): Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov will visit North Korea on Thursday to 
discuss the situation around the Korean peninsula, it was 
announced on Wednesday. Lavrov will discuss with his 
North Korean counterpart Ri Yong-ho the situation on 
the Korean peninsula, bilateral issues and other key topics 
of international and regional significance, according to the 
Foreign Ministry statement cited by TASS news agency. 
The envoy’s visit to Pyongyang comes in the middle of  
negotiations to save the Singapore summit between US 
President Donald Trump and North Korean leader Kim 
Jong-Un scheduled for June 12.

Camp with over 1,500 immigrants 
cleared in Paris
Paris, May 30 (IANS): The French police on Wednesday 
cleared the largest migrant camp in Paris, which housed 
more than 1,500 people, in what was the 34th operation of  
its kind in the city since June 2015. The operation began 
early morning. The immigrants, mostly Africans, had 
for months been settling in tents around the peripheral 
motorways surrounding Paris next to the Canal Saint-
Denis, Efe news reported. The immigrants were set to be 
relocated in some 20 shelters in the region, according to 
the Interior Ministry. It said that the police would use all 
necessary measures to prevent such camps from being set 
up again.

10 killed in Afghanistan attacks
Kabul, May 30 (IANS): At least 10 people were killed and 
dozens injured in two separate attacks in Afghanistan’s 
Kandahar and Logar provinces on Wednesday, police 
said. According to a police official, seven people including 
three police officers were killed and 12 others injured in an 
attack carried out by four Taliban insurgents at a police 
station in Afghanistan’s eastern Logar province. The attack 
began early on Wednesday when a rebel detonated a mini-
truck full of explosives against the rear wall of a police 
station in Pul-e-Alam, the regional capital, while three 
other attackers followed him, Efe quoted Logar Police 
spokesperson Shapoor Ahmadzai as saying. 

Belgium shooting rampage was 
terrorist act, prosecutors say
Brussels, May 30 (PTI/AP): The man who killed three 
people during a knife and shooting rampage through 
the Belgian city of Liege carried out an act of “terrorist 
murder,” prosecutors said today, and authorities were 
trying to establish whether he acted alone.  Benjamin 
Herman, an inmate on a two-day release, attacked two 
female police officers with a knife from behind, stabbing 
them repeatedly, before stealing their weapons and 
shooting them as they lay on the ground, officials said.

Gaza City (Palestinian Territo-
ries), May 30 (PTI/AFP): Israel 
said it struck 25 more Hamas 
sites overnight after a barrage of 
rocket and mortar fire from the 
Gaza Strip, denying Palestin-
ian claims of a ceasefire today 
after the worst flare-up since a 
2014 war.

The exchange of fire raised 
the possibility of yet another 
war in the beleaguered Pales-
tinian enclave run by Islamist 
movement Hamas, which 
would be the fourth since 
2008.

Israel has targeted more 
than 60 military targets in the 
Gaza Strip over 24 hours, say-
ing some 70 rockets and mor-
tars were fired into its territory 
throughout the day yesterday, 
a number of which were inter-
cepted by air defence systems.

Three Israeli soldiers were 
wounded, one moderately and 
two lightly, the military said. 
There were no immediate re-
ports of casualties in Gaza.

But after yesterday’s flareup, 
followed by sirens and explo-
sions into the night, there were 
Palestinian claims of a cease-
fire.

Late yesterday, an Islamic Ji-
had spokesman said a ceasefire 
agreement had been reached, 
and today senior Hamas official 
Khalil al-Hayya also spoke of an 
accord.

There was relative calm in 
the Gaza Strip today morning.

Israel’s military had not 
commented, but Intelligence 
Minister Yisrael Katz denied talk 

of a deal. “Israel does not want 
the situation to deteriorate, but 
those who started the violence 
must stop it,” he told Israeli 
public radio.

“Israel will make (Hamas) 
pay for all fire against Israel.” 
Yesterday’s violence followed 
weeks of deadly unrest along 
the border between Israel and 
the blockaded Palestinian en-
clave.

In a rare joint statement, 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad de-
clared shared responsibility 

for the rocket and mortar fire, 
saying it was in retaliation for 
Israeli attacks targeting their 
positions.

Three Islamic Jihad mem-
bers were killed in an Israeli 
strike Sunday, and the group 
vowed revenge.

Early yesterday, some 28 
mortar shells were fired toward 
Israel from the Gaza Strip. Israel 
said most were intercepted by 
its air defence systems but put 
residents in the area on high 
alert, ordering them to stay 

within 15 seconds of shelters.
One mortar shell exploded 

near a kindergarten building, a 
military spokesman said, dam-
aging the structure. No children 
were present at the time. It was 
the largest barrage fired from 
Gaza into Israel, and Israel’s big-
gest response, since a 2014 war.

The United Nations Secu-
rity Council is expected to meet 
today to discuss the violence, 
following an American request 
for an urgent meeting. “The 
Security Council should be 

outraged and respond to this 
latest bout of violence directed 
at innocent Israeli civilians,” US 
ambassador Nikki Haley said.

Kuwait, a non-permanent 
council member represent-
ing Arab countries, circulated 
a draft resolution calling “for 
the consideration of measures 
to guarantee the safety and 
protection of the Palestinian 
civilian population”.

Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu had vowed yester-
day to “respond to these attacks 

powerfully.” Shortly after he 
spoke, Israel’s military began 
air strikes in Gaza. Explosions 
shook the Palestinian enclave 
and smoke rose from the sites 
hit.

Later in the day, further 
rockets or mortar rounds from 
Gaza were intercepted, the 
army said. It said some of the 
mortars fired were supplied 
by Iran.

Israel’s military said it had 
responded by hitting “military 
targets” including a tunnel 
stretching into its territory, 
weapons stores and militant 
bases. Israel’s military said it 
was not seeking an escalation, 
but warned Hamas.

“They have the ability, the 
control and the power to esca-
late or to deescalate the situa-
tion, to rein in the Palestinian 
Islamic Jihad and their own 
extremist factions in Hamas or 
to escalate the situation,” said 
military spokesman Jonathan 
Conricus.

Islamic Jihad is the second-
largest armed group in Gaza 
after Hamas. Hamas said in a 
statement yesterday that “what 
the resistance carried out this 
morning comes within the 
framework of the natural right 
to defend our people”.

“The Israeli occupation 
bears full responsibility for any 
upcoming escalation,” it said.

Separately on yesterday 
morning, Palestinians launched 
boats from Gaza to protest 
Israel’s blockade, in what they 
said would be a peaceful dem-

onstration.
Israeli forces later stopped 

and seized the main protest 
boat as it approached the 
blockade limit at nine nautical 
miles, while others were said to 
have turned back.

Yesterday’s incidents fol-
lowed weeks of deadly demon-
strations and clashes along the 
Gaza-Israel border, beginning 
on March 30. The protests de-
manded that Palestinians who 
fled or were expelled in the 
1948 war surrounding Israel’s 
creation be allowed to return to 
their former homes, now inside 
Israel. They peaked on May 14, 
when at least 61 Palestinians 
were killed in clashes as tens of 
thousands of Gazans protested 
the US transfer of its embassy in 
Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem 
the same day. Low level dem-
onstrations and clashes have 
continued ever since.

At least 121 Palestinians 
have been killed by Israeli fire 
in the unrest. No Israelis have 
been killed. Israel says its ac-
tions are necessary to defend 
its borders, accusing Hamas 
of encouraging thousands of 
Palestinians to break through 
the border and attack Israelis. 
But Israel has faced interna-
tional criticism and calls for an 
independent investigation over 
its use of live fire during the pro-
tests and border clashes. 

The Gaza Strip has been 
under Israeli blockade for over a 
decade, which Israel says is nec-
essary to prevent Hamas from 
obtaining means to attack. 

Kathmandu, May 30 (PTI): 
Nepal Prime Minister KP 
Sharma Oli today warned 
his new ministers that they 
will be sacked if they fail 
to learn how to operate a 
laptop within six months. 

Oli, who took charge 
as Nepal’s prime minister 
in February for the second 
time, said the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office will be made pa-
perless within six months.

Speaking during the 
12th general convention 
of Nepal National Teach-
ers Organisation here, he 

said that anyone at the 
Council of Ministers who 
does not know how to 
operate a laptop will be 
sacked, the Kathmandu 
Post reported.

“I have already said in 
the Council of Ministers 
meeting that we will make 
the office paperless within 
six months and the meet-
ing’s programmes and 
agenda will be discussed 
using laptops, said Oli.

He said that the min-
isters can take help from 
their assistants in oper-

ating the laptops for six 
months. 

“We will bid farewell to 
any ministers failing to op-
erate laptops on their own 
after six months,” he said, 
adding that the sacked 
ministers will be given the 
laptops so that they can 
learn to operate until their 
next tenure. 

Oli further said the 
government aims to take 
strides in making Nepal an 
information technology 
friendly country within the 
time period.

Kiev, May 30 (PTI/AFP): Ukraine admit-
ted today it had staged the murder of an-
ti-Kremlin journalist Arkady Babchenko 
in order to foil an attempt on his life by 
Russia, a stunning development in a case 
that had attracted global headlines.

Less than 24 hours after it was re-
ported that Babchenko had died from 
three gunshots to the back in the stairwell 
of his apartment building in an apparent 
contract-style killing, he appeared alive 
and well at a press conference in Kiev.

The head of Ukraine’s security service 
Vasyl Grytsak told reporters that his death 
was faked as part of a “special operation” 
to pre-empt a real plot to kill him.

“Thanks to this operation we were 
able to foil a cynical plot and document 
how the Russian security service was 
planning for this crime,” Grytsak added.

News of the “death” of the prominent 
Russian war correspondent and former 
soldier set off a series of recriminations 
between Kiev and Moscow, and pictures 
and flowers had been laid by mourners 
at the Russian embassy in Kiev.

Ukrainian officials led by Prime Min-
ister Volodymyr Groysman had accused 
Russia of being behind the killing of the 
Kremlin critic, a charge that Moscow 
batted back.

“The Ukrainian prime minister is 
already talking about how it was done by 
Russian secret services,” Foreign Minister 
Sergei Lavrov told reporters. “This fash-
ion of conducting international affairs 
is very sad.” 

A number of Kremlin critics have 
been killed in Ukraine in recent years, 
with one gunned down on a Kiev street 
in broad daylight and another whose car 
exploded.

Babchenko, 41, fought in Russia’s two 
Chechen campaigns in the 1990s and 
early 2000s before becoming a war cor-
respondent and author. He repeatedly 
said he faced death threats.

He has contributed to a number of 
media outlets including top opposition 
newspaper Novaya Gazeta and is an avid 
blogger, accusing Russian authorities of 
killing Kremlin critics and unleashing 
wars in Ukraine, Syria and elsewhere.

He wrote about his experience as a 
young soldier in the Chechen campaigns 
in a book published in English under the 
title “One Soldier’s War”.

Babchenko left Russia in February 
2017 after receiving threats, living first in 
the Czech Republic, then in Israel, before 
moving to Kiev.

He has hosted a programme on the 
Crimean Tatar TV station ATR for the 
past year.

Babchenko made a name for himself 
with his poignant reportages from the 
frontlines, including the conflict in east-
ern Ukraine that has killed more than 
10,000 people.

In recent years his increasingly bom-
bastic posts pushed the boundaries of 
good taste and some of his colleagues 
and followers stopped reading him on 
Facebook. 

San Juan, May 30 (IANS): Hurricane 
Maria killed more than 4,600 people in 
Puerto Rico, 70 times the official death toll 
of 64, the media reported on Wednesday.

A Harvard University study estimated 
that a third of deaths after September’s 
hurricane were due to interruptions in 
medical care caused by power cuts and 
broken road links, reports the BBC.

The Harvard researchers said inter-
views conducted in Puerto Rico sug-
gested a 60 per cent increase in mortality 
in the three months after the storm.

They contacted more than 3,000 
randomly selected households between 
January and March in 2018 and asked 
about displacement, infrastructure loss, 

and causes of death.
The experts said that an accurate 

count was complicated by the wide-
spread devastation wreaked by the storm.

The Puerto Rico government said it 
“always expected the number to be higher 
than what was previously reported”. 

Carlos Mercader from Puerto Rico’s 
Federal Affairs Administration said he 
welcomed the Harvard survey. “The 
magnitude of this tragic disaster caused 
by Hurricane Maria resulted in many 
fatalities,” he said. He added that the is-
land’s authorities had also commissioned 
George Washington University to study 
the number of deaths and these findings 
would be released soon, reports the BBC. 

Washington, May 30 (PTI): More 
than 5,000 complaints of H-1B visa 
fraud and abuse have been received 
by a federal agency on a dedicated 
e-mail helpline that was launched 
by the Trump administration last 
year, an official said.

The H-1B visa is a non-immi-
grant visa that allows US compa-
nies to employ foreign workers in 
speciality occupations that require 
theoretical or technical expertise. 
The technology companies depend 
on it to hire tens of thousands of 
employees each year from countries 
like India and China.

“As of May 21, 2018, the USCIS 
has received over 5,000 tips to the 
dedicated H-1B email address,” 
Philip Smith, a Spokesperson for 
the US Citizenship and Immigration 
Services (USCIS) told PTI.

After US President Donald 
Trump signed the “Buy American, 
Hire American” executive order last 
year, the Fraud Detection and Na-
tional Security Directorate (FDNS) 
established email addresses dedi-
cated to receiving information about 
suspected H-1B and H-2B fraud or 
abuse.

The FDNS leads USCIS’s efforts 
to combat immigration benefit 
fraud.

Anyone (including both Ameri-
can workers and workers who sus-

pect they or others may be the victim 
of H-1B or H-2B fraud or abuse) can 
email ReportH1BAbuse@uscis.dhs.
gov or ReportH2BAbuse@uscis.dhs.
gov to submit tips, alleged viola-
tions, and other relevant informa-
tion about potential fraud or abuse, 
Smith said.

The USCIS, however, did not 
provide any other details on the 
nature of the complaints, the com-
panies involved and which country’s 
high-tech professionals were the vic-
tims of H-1B visa fraud and abuse.

“Pursuant to the Buy American, 
Hire American Executive Order, 
FDNS has helped the agency inves-
tigate the H-1B program to protect 
American workers,” Smith said.

In April 2017, USCIS FDNS cre-
ated and implemented the Targeted 
Site Visit and Verification Program 
(TSVVP) as part of its continuous 
efforts to enhance the integrity of 
the immigration benefit process, 
he said.

“This targeted approach focuses 
on H-1B dependent employers 
(those who have a high ratio of H-1B 
workers as compared to US workers, 
as defined by statute); Cases that 
we cannot validate the employer’s 
basic business information through 
commercially available data; and 
employers petitioning for H-1B 
workers who work off-site at another 

company or organisation’s location,” 
he said in response to a question.

The FDNS officers resolve back-
ground check information and other 
concerns that surface during the 
processing of immigration benefit 
applications and petitions.

Resolution often requires com-
munication with law enforcement 
or intelligence agencies to make sure 
that the information is relevant to 
the applicant or petitioner at hand 
and, if so, whether the information 
would have an impact on eligibility 
for the benefit.

FDNS officers also perform 
checks of USCIS databases and 
public information, as well as other 
administrative inquiries, to verify in-
formation provided on, and in sup-
port of, applications and petitions.

Smith said administrative in-
quiries may include targeted site 
visits inquiries conducted in cases 
where fraud is suspected.

The FDNS uses the Fraud De-
tection and National Security Data 
System (FDNS-DS) to identify 
fraud and track potential patterns, 
he said.

According to the USCIS, the 
H-1B visa programme should help 
US companies recruit highly-skilled 
foreign nationals when there is a 
shortage of qualified workers in the 
country.

Damascus, May 30 (IANS): 
A total of 2,900 civilians 
have been killed since the 
Islamic State (IS) announced 
its “caliphate” in Syria, Syr-
ian Observatory for Human 
Rights reported on Tuesday.

The civilians are among 
5,170 people, including rival 
militants and army person-
nel, the IS militants killed 
in Syria since declaring it’s 
self-styled caliphate in June, 
2014, said Syrian Observa-
tory for Human Rights, Xin-
hua reported.

The Observatory said 
that the IS control in Syria 
has shrunk to 3 percent after 
losing large swathes of areas 
to the Syrian army and the 
US-backed Syrian Demo-
cratic Forces (SDF).

IS now controls scattered 
pockets in the eastern coun-
tryside of Homs province, 
the southeastern desert of 
Deir al-Zour province, an 
area on the eastern bank 
of the Euphrates River and 
a pocket in the northern 
countryside of Deir al-Zour 
in eastern Syria.

IS also controls pockets 
in the Yarmouk area in the 
countryside of the southern 

province of Daraa as well 
as pockets in the southern 
countryside of Hasakah 
province in northern Syria.

Despite losing areas 
measuring tens of thousands 
of kilometers, IS continues to 
shade blood in Syria, said the 
Observatory, adding that the 
group carried out executions 
of civilians and rival fighters 
over the past two months.

IS was recently defeated 
in southern Damascus when 
the Syrian army captured 
its latest strongholds in the 
Hajar al-Aswad and Yar-
mouk Camp.

The SDF has also recent-
ly launched an offensive on 
IS east of Euphrates, but the 
Observatory said the SDF 
failed to storm Hajin area, 
the last IS stronghold east 
of Euphrates and moved 
the military operation to 
the southern countryside of 
Hasakah.

The Syrian army said 
it had foiled an attack last 
Wednesday by the IS group 
on a Syrian military site in 
Deir al-Zour, killing 43 IS 
militants, while four Russian 
experts were also killed in the 
showdown.

Israel hits more Hamas sites, denies ceasefire claims

Ministers who can’t operate laptops 
within 6 months will be sacked — Oli

Ukraine admits faking death 
of anti-Kremlin journalist

Hurricane Maria kills 4,600 in Puerto Rico

US receives over 5,000 tips on H-1B visa 
fraud on dedicated e-mail helpline — Official

IS executes 2,900 civilians during 
‘caliphate’ in Syria — SOHR

AP/PTI

An Israeli tank drives along the border with the  Gaza strip, on Israel-Gaza Border, Tuesday, May 29, 2018. Palestinian militants in the Gaza Strip fired at least 50 rockets 
and mortars into southern Israel on Tuesday, the largest barrage since the 2014 war between Israel and Hamas. Tensions have soared over the past two months as the 
Palestinians have held mass protests along the Gaza-Israel frontier. Israeli fire has killed more than 100 Palestinians and wounded thousands at the protests since March.
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Angelina Jolie makes her Instagram debut
Actress Angelina Jolie made her Instagram debut when she photobombed actress 
Elle Fanning on the set of her new film “Maleficent 2”. On Tuesday, the Oscar-
winning actress was seen smiling and flashing a peace sign behind Fanning on the 
set here, report dailymail.co.uk. This comes just six days before the mother-of-six is 
set to celebrate her 43rd birthday. Jolie was covered up in a white robe and already 
had her ‘Maleficent’ horns on with heavy make-up that included a pale face, filled 
in eyebrows and deep ruby red lipstick. Fanning was in a cream silk blouse and mir-
rored sunglasses with her hair in a Swedish braid with yellow flowers tucked in. The 
caption read: “It’s bring your mom to work day on the #Maleficent2 set.” Fanning 
also shared a photograph where she was looking into the camera with Jolie’s horns 
behind her. She captioned: “Photobomb”. (IANS)

Opang Jamir (middle) seen with reigning Miss Nefa Arunachal 2017 and Mr. Arunachal 2017 during a press 
conference held in Arunachal. 

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

2.30 pm, 5.30 pm: Deadpool 2 (Eng)

10 am, 3 pm, 8 pm: Parmanu (Hindi)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

E
arlier this month, we 
learned that Frances Bean 
Cobain, the daughter of 
late Nirvana frontman 
Kurt Cobain, surrendered 

possession of the acoustic guitar her 
father used on MTV Unplugged as 
part of a divorce settlement. Now, 
her ex-husband, Isaiah Silva, is 
suing her mother, Courtney Love, 
claiming that she was involved in 
a plot to kidnap him, beat him up, 
sexually assault him and possibly 
murder him in an attempt to get the 
guitar back.

The news comes via TMZ, who 
report Silva’s claim that, on June 
3, 2016, several people, including 
Sam Lutfi, the former manager of 
Britney Spears who made allega-
tions about her drug use, made 
their way into his house by claim-
ing to be Los Angeles police. Silva 
says Lutfi grabbed his genitals, 
called him a homophobic slur and 
threatened to rape him. Both he 
and his mother were injured in the 
incident.

Silva is also claiming that Lutfi 
supplied Love and Cobain with 
drugs. He is seeking unspecified 

damages.
The 1959 Martin D-18E, 

believed to be the last guitar Kurt 
Cobain played prior to his 1994 
suicide, was a point of contention 
in the divorce between Cobain and 
Silva. He had claimed she gave it to 
him as a wedding present, which 
she denied, calling it a “priceless 

family heirloom.” Their divorce 
was settled in November 2017, but 
it wasn’t until a few weeks ago that 
Cobain gave up her claim on the 
guitar, seemingly in exchange for 
no spousal support. The couple 
were married in June 2014 and she 
filed for divorce 21 months later.

Ultimateclassicrock

U
S television 
network 
ABC an-
nounced 
today it 

was canceling Roseanne 
Barr’s hit comedy “Ro-
seanne” over a joke she 
made on Twitter that was 
widely decried as racist.

The sitcom star had 
earlier apologized to Af-

rican-American former 
Barack Obama aide 
Valerie Jarrett, for what 
she called a “bad joke.” 
“Muslim brotherhood & 
planet of the apes had a 
baby = vj,” tweeted Barr, 
star of the newly revived 
ABC TV comedy “Rose-
anne.” After a barrage 
of criticism on social 
media, Barr deleted the 

tweet, apologized and 
then said she was leaving 
Twitter.

“I apologize to Valerie 
Jarrett and to all Ameri-
cans,” Barr tweeted. “I 
am truly sorry for mak-
ing a bad joke about her 
politics and her looks. 
I should have known 
better. Forgive me - my 
joke was in bad taste.” 

“I apologize. I am now 
leaving Twitter,” she said.

The mea culpa was 
not enough for ABC 
however, which issued 
a statement from its 
entertainment president 
Channing Dungey say-
ing it was axing the hit 
show over Barr’s “abhor-
rent, repugnant” tweet, 
which was “inconsistent 

with our values.” 
Barr’s 1988-97 hit 

show “Roseanne” re-
turned to the air this year 
with her as a Trump-
supporting character.

The show is a rare 
depiction of working-
class life on US televi-
sion and also of Trump 
supporters, who have 
been largely ignored by 
Hollywood.

Barr is also an 
outspoken backer of 
President Donald Trump 
in real life and frequently 
voices her support for 
him on Twitter.

The revival of “Ro-
seanne” received good 
ratings and was recently 
renewed for a second 
season.

African-American 
comedian Wanda Sykes, 
a consulting producer on 
the comedy, announced 
Tuesday she would not 
be returning to the show.

Campaigns had 
also been launched on 
social media to pressure 
advertisers to drop their 
support for the sitcom.

PTI

I
zzy Stradlin has spoken about 
why he’s not part of the band’s 
Not In This Lifetime tour.

Former Guns N’ Roses 
manager Alan Niven claimed in 

February that the guitarist flew out for 
a soundcheck with his old bandmates 
Axl Rose, Slash and Duff McKagan in 
2017, but decided to walk away.

Stradlin has now spoken to The Wall 
Street Journal and explained his side of 
the story.

He says (via Rolling Stone): “The 
current GNR tour has been a great suc-
cess for the guys. My non-participation 
was simply not being able to reach 
a happy middle ground through the 
negotiation process. That’s life, some-
times things don’t work out.”

Stradlin is the only original member 
of the band not to play with the reu-
nited lineup. Drummer Steven Adler 
played two shows in 2016, but reported 
in February last year that a back injury 
sidelined him from further appear-
ances.

Stradlin can be seen in the video 
for Appetite For Destruction classic It’s 
So Easy which was recently released. It 
was filmed at the Cathouse in Los An-
geles in 1989 but had never previously 
been made public.

The live promo will appear on the 
upcoming Appetite For Destruction 
deluxe edition which is out on June 29 
via UMC/Polydor.

It’ll launch on various formats 
including CD, 2CD deluxe edition, 
2LP 180g vinyl, a super deluxe edition 
CD box set and a massive Locked N’ 
Loaded vinyl box set.

Guns N’ Roses will return to Europe 
this summer for a run of shows includ-
ing a headline set at the UK’s Down-
load festival.

Loudersound

T
he search for 
the next Mr 
Arunachal and 
Miss Nefa Aru-
nachal is set to 

start in few months, with 
zonal auditions in differ-
ent districts of the state.

The event is be-
ing conducted by Mr 
Arunachal & Miss Nefa 
Arunachal organisation 
with motto of “Think 
globally, Act locally” that 
aims in promoting the 
local talents and aspir-

ants, by providing a better 
platform with the idea to 
create space for overall 
pageantry personality 
development among the 
contestants. This was stat-
ed in a press note issued 
on May 30 Wednesday. 

This year’s edition is 
said to be bigger in terms 
of scale and outreach.

Opang Jamir, a model 
from Nagaland who was 
the grooming guru of the 
first edition of Mr. Aru-
nachal is said to be join-

ing this year’s edition as 
the grooming guru for Mr 
Arunachal and Chow Po-
ran J. Gogoi from Assam, 
the renowned choreog-
rapher of Northeast India 
as the grooming guru for 
Miss NEFA Arunachal 
2018. 

To give a morale 
boost to the event, this 
year’s edition is said to be 
graced by big names in 
the fashion industry as 
the celebrity guests. 

EMN

Courtney Love accused 
of conspiring to beat up 
her ex-son-in-law

Hit sitcom ‘Roseanne’ axed over racist tweet row Guns N’ Roses reunion just 
didn’t work out — Izzy Stradlin

Naga model to groom 
Mr. Arunachal 2018 

Kim Kardashian to meet 
Donald Trump at White House

R
eality TV star Kim 
Kardashian West is set to 
meet US President Don-
ald Trump at the White 
House on Wednesday to 

discuss prison reform and pardon-
ing a first-time drug offender.

Kim, 37, will first sit down with 
Trump’s son-in-law Jared Kush-
ner, before asking Trump to par-
don Alice Johnson, a 62-year-
old woman who is serving a life 
sentence without parole for a 
first-time drug offense, reports 
dailymail.co.uk.

The story about Johnson’s 
conviction and incarceration 
caught Kardashian’s 
eye on Twitter 
earlier this year. 

Ever since 
then, she has 
been campaign-
ing for her 
release, and has 
been involved in 
months of talks 
with the White 
House. 

She reached 
out to Trump’s 
daughter Ivanka 

and established a connection with 
Kushner. 

Kim’s rapper-husband Kanye 
West, a Trump supporter, nor the 
other members of the Kardashian 
family will be in attendance for the 
meeting.

That she would “explain to 
(Trump) that, just like everybody 
else, we can make choices in our 
lives that we’re not proud of and 
that we do not think through all the 
way”.

Kushner has pulled from his 
father Charles’ own year-long in-
carceration in 2005 for tax evasion, 
illegal campaign contributions, and 
witness tampering - to push prison 

reform high on his agenda. 
He has been a vocal 

supporter of the First 
Step Act, created to offer 
job training and drug-
treatment programs as an 
incentive for inmates. It 
would also allow for non-
violent offenders to have 
their last bits of sentences 

served in halfway homes or 
house confinement. 

IANS
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Robert Lewandowski 

Eoin Morgan

Argentina’s Lionel Messi dribbles past Haiti’s Haiti’s Ricardo Ade during a friendly soccer match between 
Argentina and Haiti at the Bombonera stadium in Buenos Aires, Argentina.

AP/PTI

International friendlies: Messi warms up 
for World Cup with hat-trick against Haiti

Argentina hoping it’s Messi’s year at World Cup

Lewandowski wants to leave 
Bayern, confirms agent

World Cup bidding for 2026 
enters frenetic final stages

Injured Morgan included 
in England ODI squads

Real Madrid sign young 
Brazilian forward Rodrigo

Mo Salah likely to be out for a month

CWG gold medallist discus 
thrower Vikas Gowda retires

Real Kashmir FC qualifies for I-League

Buenos Aires, May 30 (PTI): 
Lionel Messi warmed up 
for next month’s FIFA World 
Cup with a hat-trick as he 
inspired Argentina to a mo-
rale-boosting 4-0 win over 
Haiti in a pre-tournament 
friendly here.

Messi scored a quickfire 
second-half double (58th 
and 68th minutes) to add 
to a first-half (17th minute) 
penalty, before setting up 
substitute Sergio Aguero 
(69th) as Jorge Sampaoli’s 
side hammered the Carib-
bean minnows in their final 
phase of preparations for 
the showpiece event. 

With this hat-trick, the 
FC Barcelona talisman took 
his international tally to 64 
goals in 124 appearances.

T h e  A l b i c e l e s t e s , 
who are two-time world 
champions, had struggled 
throughout the qualifying 
campaign but the thor-
oughly dominating display 
here should boost their 
confidence even though 
the win came against a side 
that has not qualified for 
the World Cup.

Haiti could not even 
register a shot at the goal in 
the whole match.

It was a night of cel-
ebration for another Barce-
lona star as Javier Mascher-
ano joined Javier Zanetti as 
Argentina’s most capped 
player with 143 interna-
tional appearances.

“I have no doubt that 
we are going to grow, we 
have time, this team is go-
ing to take shape”.We have 
been working hard on the 
physical, I think we have 
a nice opportunity to try 
again, we are going to be 
very excited, as always,” 
Messi said after the match.

Argentina play Iceland 
in Moscow in their first 
match of the World Cup on 
June 16.

Sampaoli was upbeat 
about his superstar No. 10, 
saying, “Messi is training 
very well, he finished the 
Spanish tournament and 
two days later he was here, 
he looks very enthusiastic”. 

“Against Iceland we will 
have to take advantage of 

the domain, we need a high 
level of force in the World 
Cup.” 

I n  o t h e r  f r i e n d l y 
matches, Peru eased past 
Scotland 2-0 in Lima while 
Panama were held to a 
goal-less draw at home by 
Northern Ireland.

Peru were the domi-
nant side over an inexperi-
enced Scotland with goals 
either side of half-time.

Christian Cueva con-
verted a spot-kick eight 
minutes before the break, 
while Jefferson Farfan add-
ed the second just after the 
resumption.

There was a celebratory 
atmosphere in Panama 
City, but no goals for local 
fans to cheer.

Panama came closest 
to breaking the deadlock 
against Northern Ireland, 
but Edgar Joel Barcenas 
saw his first-half header 
come back off the crossbar.

Twenty years ago Enrique Dominguez 
was coaching 10-year-olds at Newell’s 
Old Boys in Argentina when he saw 
Lionel Messi for the first time. He re-
members it still: “He was a gift of life!”

Sitting in the empty stands of the 
Rosario club now as a 67-year-old, 
Dominguez gets emotional at the 
memory. “What was special about Leo 
was his naturalness. Leo was the natu-
ral leader of his group of companions.”

While coach Dominguez gave 
his 10-year-old charges instructions, 
Messi would listen while juggling a 
ball, eager to start training.

“Messi is exceptional. The best in 
history. He competes against himself, 
his own records.”

The impishness he brings to a 
football pitch was there even as a kid. 
Dominguez says that in those days he 
was fat and wore a red tracksuit for 
coaching, so Messi nicknamed him 
“Santa Claus”.

Though admired the world over for 
his raw talent, Messi still trails behind 
the legendary Diego Maradona in the 
Argentine psyche.

But that would all change if 
Messi finally won a World Cup, says 
Dominguez.

“Russia is the last chance with 
Messi as the top star of the national 
team and the world,” he says.

Lifelong friend and neighbour 
Diego Vallejos still lives in Rosario’s 
Estado de Israel street. He remembers 
them hanging around together as kids.

“Leo was naughty, mischievous. In 
football, he was better than everyone.” 
When it rained, and “when the streets 
around here were flooded we played 
with water up to our knees.”

Like everyone in Rosario, Vallejo is 
hoping this will be Messi’s year.

“What I want most is for Leo to win 
a World Cup, which will be his achieve-
ment. Argentina is going to have many 
more World Cups but I want this one 
to be his, “ said Vallejos, who was born 
in 1986, the year Maradona came to 
greatness as a World Cup winner -- the 
stamp of greatness that still eludes 
Messi.

In the working class Las Heras 
neighbourhood, Messi’s house stands 
empty now, its facade shabby.

On the street corner, a mural brings 
together several symbols of Argentina. 
There is Messi, fingers pointing to the 
sky in a typical goal celebration, Ma-
radona, the Falkland Islands and the 
Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo.

- Bigger than Maradona-
In 2000, the Messis were going 

through financial hardship. Three 
years earlier, endocrinologist Diego 

Schwarztein had detected a hormone 
deficiency and prescribed daily injec-
tions.

His father Jorge had lost his job as 
a metalworker, and the family were 
unable to pay for treatment for young 
Lionel’s growth hormone disorder.

Neither were Argentine clubs will-
ing to take a gamble.

Barcelona stepped in for the 
13-year-old. The family moved to 
Spain, and the rest is history.

In the Catalan capital, he began a 
treatment that boosted his height by 
several centimetres to 1.69 metres, (5 
foot, 5 inches).

Schwarztein told Messi: “Don’t 
worry, you’ll be taller than Maradona. I 
don’t know if you’ll be better, but you’ll 
be bigger.”

At the time, Messi’s family feared 
he would be too small to play profes-
sional football.

Schwarztein told AFP he could 
never have imagined his shy patient 
would be a five-time winner of FIFA’s 
Ballon d’Or.

He dreams now of seeing him be-
coming a World Cup winner in Russia, 
happy in the knowledge that he will 
have played his own small part.

“Leo is neither my disciple nor my 
protege, but I feel part of his story,” he 
said. (AFP)

Munich, May 30 (AFP): Bay-
ern Munich’s star striker 
Robert Lewandowski wants 
to leave the Bundesliga club 
this summer to seek “a new 
challenge”, his agent told 
Sport Bild on Wednesday.

“Robert feels that he 
needs a change and a new 
challenge in his career,” Pini 
Zahavi told the weekly.

“The managers of Bay-
ern know about it.”

L e w a n d ow s k i ,  2 9 , 
whose Bayern contract 
runs until 2021, has been 
linked with Real Madrid 
while Qatari-backed Paris 
Saint-Germain and Premier 

League giants Chelsea and 
Manchester United are also 
understood to be interested.

He was the Bundesliga’s 
top scorer in the just-com-
pleted season with 29 goals, 
the third time he has won 
the trophy after success in 
2015/16, also with Bayern, 
and 2013/14 while at ex-
club Borussia Dortmund.

In late February, the 
Poland international part-
ed ways with his previous 
agent of 10 years, Cezary 
Kucharski, and signed up 
with Zahavi, one of the most 
powerful agents in world 
football.

Johannesburg, May 30 
(Reuters): The two bids 
chasing the right to host 
the 2026 World Cup have 
entered a frenetic last fort-
night of canvassing while 
anxiously awaiting a po-
tentially decisive report on 
their suitability. 

The joint North Ameri-
can bid of Canada, Mexico 
and the U.S. is the favourite 
to win when the member 
associations of world soc-
cer’s governing body FIFA 
vote at its Congress in Mos-
cow on June 13 a day before 
the opening game of this 
year’s tournament.

But Morocco are feisty 
rivals and, despite cracks in 

their own voting bloc, are 
expected to make a credible 
challenge.

Their African support 
base, a potential 54 votes 
out of a total of 211, has 
been a primary focus for 
both bids over the last few 
days as what was presumed 
to be a solid bloc behind 
Morocco is now looking less 
guaranteed.

Liberia has already said 
it would vote for the “United 
bid” and South Africa’s gov-
ernment warned its football 
association not to vote for 
Morocco, with whom it has 
strained relations.

Morocco sent its bid 
chief Hicham El Amrani 

to Johannesburg last week 
to meet regional FA presi-
dents, and the Americans, 
who have former FIFA 
competitions director Jim 
Brown running their bid, 
will do so this weekend, 
attempting to persuade 
wavering voters to get be-
hind them.

Also vital to the process 
is the bid evaluation report 
that FIFA is due to publish 
before the Congress, pos-
sibly over the next few days.

In April it sent evalu-
ators to Mexico City, At-
lanta, Toronto and New 
York and then straight on 
to four of Morocco’s pro-
posed venues.

Barcelona, May 30 (Reuters):  Young Brazilian 
forward Rodrigo Rodrigues has joined Real Madrid 
on a six-year deal from Gremio Novorizontino, his 
representatives have confirmed.

The 18-year-old was pictured at Real Madrid’s 
training ground with a club shirt and will join Real 
Madrid Castilla, the European champions’ reserve 
side, next season.

“It’s a dream to wear the shirt of the best club in 
the world,” said Rodrigo in an Instagram post from 
his representatives, NG Soccer.

“I am certain that I am in the best place to grow 
as a player. I hope to bring a lot of happiness to the 
fans and win titles.”

Spanish reports confirmed the deal, subject 
to a medical, but the cost of the signing was not 
disclosed.

Madrid signed another exciting Brazilian pros-
pect, Vinicius Junior, in May 2017 for 45 million 
euros ($52 million), and he is set to join up with the 
squad for their pre-season tour in the United States 
this summer.

New Delhi, May 30 (PTI): 
India’s top discus thrower 
Vikas Gowda on Wednes-
day has retired from the 
sport after competing at 
the highest level for over 
15 years, during which he 
became the first and only 
Indian male to win Com-
monwealth Games medals 
in the discipline.

The retirement of the 
four-time Olympian, who 
will turn 35 on July 5, has 
not come as a surprise as 
he has not taken part in any 
major international event 
since winning a bronze in 
the Asian Championships 
last year in Bhubaneswar.

His retirement was an-
nounced by the Athletics 
Federation of India (AFI) 
on its twitter page after 
Gowda sent the AFI a letter, 

declaring his intent to call 
it quits.

The Mysore-born Gow-
da’s family moved to Mary-
land, USA just before he 
turned six. His father Shive 
was a former athlete and a 
national coach at the 1988 
Olympics. 

Gowda, who holds the 
national record of 66.28m 
(achieved in 2012), is one 
of the most decorated In-
dian athletes, having won 
a gold in the 2013 and 2015 
Asian Championships. He 
also won silver in the 2010 
Commonwealth Games 
and a gold in the 2014 Glas-
gow CWG. In the Asian 
Games, he won a bronze in 
2010 and a silver in 2014.

He took part in the 
2004, 2008, 2012 and 2016 
Olympics. Of the three, he 

was able to reach the final 
round only in the 2012 
London Games.

His retirement came 
just a few months before 
the Asian Games in In-
donesia but he has been 
on the wane for some 
time. He did not take part 
in the recent Common-
wealth Games as the AFI 
had made a strict rule that 
those who do not take part 
in the national champi-
onships, which serve as 
selection trials, will not be 
allowed to participate in 
the multi-sporting events.

Even for  the Asian 
Championships last year, 
he was told to come to 
Bhubaneswar all the way 
from the US prior to the 
event, to take part in the 
selection trial.

Bengaluru, May 30 (IANS):  
R e a l  K a s h m i r  F C  o n 
Wednesday secured promo-
tion to the I-League, having 
clinched the 2nd Division 
League title beating Hin-
dustan FC 3-2 here.

David Robertson’s side 
only needed a point to win 
the title and promotion on 
the final day of the 2nd Divi-
sion League season.

Real Kashmir scored 
through Ifham Tariq Mir 
(22nd minute), Danish 
Farooq (42’) and Nadong 
Bhutia (67’) while Kushant 
Chauhan (34’ & 80’) was on 
target for Hindustan FC.

Hindustan FC created 
the first threat in the 17th 
minute when Nikhil Gehlot 
delivered a free-kick into 
the box, but Pawan Pratap 
Singh was unable to hit the 
target with his header.

That proved to be a cost-
ly miss as Real Kashmir took 

the lead five minutes later 
through Ifham, who col-
lected a pass from Danish 
before calmly slotting past 
Mithun Samonto.

Hindustan FC then 
came close to levelling 
matters in the 28th minute 
when Loveday Enyinnaya 
lost possession inside the 
box, but Kushant’s shot 
went wide of the target.

Kushant, however, re-
deemed himself by scor-
ing the equaliser in the 
34th minute. The striker 
latched onto a loose ball 
in the box following a neat 
interchange of passing 
with Nikhil, to slot his 
shot into the top left-hand 
corner.

Nonetheless, Real Kash-
mir restored their lead three 
minutes before half-time 
when a swift counter-at-
tacking move allowed Dan-
ish the easiest of tap-ins.

The second-half saw 
Real Kashmir on the as-
cendancy from the very be-
ginning, unlike the first-half 
where they sat back and al-
lowed Hindustan FC to play. 

Real Kashmir, thereaf-
ter, continued to run rings 
around their opponents 
and made it 3-1 in the 67th 
minute when Nadong, who 
came in as a substitute, 
scored from Ifham’s point-
perfect pass.

Meanwhile, Hindustan 
FC, went all out in the fi-
nal quarter and were also 
rewarded with a goal in 
the 80th minute courtesy 
Kushant, but that was all 
they could manage as Real 
Kashmir thereafter man-
aged to hold on to secure 
promotion in I-League.

In another game, TRAU 
FC and Ozone FC played 
out a goalless draw to con-
clude their engagements.

London, May 30 (IANS): In 
a body blow for Egypt and 
their star striker Mohamed 
Salah, Liverpool’s physio 
has said that the player 
faced three to four weeks 
out with the shoulder in-
jury suffered in the UEFA 
Champions League final.

“He (Salah) is sad about 
what happened but is to-
tally focused on recovery, 
seeing when he can be 
ready,” physio Ruben Pons 
told Marca.

“In principle it will be 
between three and four 
weeks, but we will try to 
reduce those dates -- that’s 
the big goal.”

Salah was hacked down 
by Real Madrid defender 
Sergio Ramos in the first 
half of the Champions 

London, May 30 (IANS): 
England and Wales Cricket 
Board (ECB) selectors on 
Wednesday named their 
one-day international 
squads to play Scotland and 
Australia next month, with 
injured skipper Eoin Mor-
gan included in the playing 
group despite fracturing his 
finger playing for Middlesex 
at the weekend.

In-form top order bats-
man Jos Buttler was rest-
ed from the one-off ODI 
against Scotland in Edin-
burgh on June 10.

Buttler, however re-
turned to the 14-player 
group, replacing Sam Bill-
ings with speedster Tom 
Curran also being selected 
for the five-match series 
against Australia beginning 
at The Oval on June 13.

The inclusion of all-
rounder Ben Stokes will 
also bolster the home side, 
who supplanted India at the 
No.1 ODI team in the ICC’s 
rankings in April following 
the annual rankings update.

Skipper Morgan, who 
fractured the ring finger on 
his right hand while fielding 
for Middlesex against Som-

erset and will not play for 
the World XI in Thursday’s 
charity Twenty20 game 
against the West Indies at 
Lord’s, is confident of re-
turning to take on Australia.

“It’s not a huge concern, 
it’s one that hopefully we 
can manage past about a 
week when the swelling 
goes down,” Morgan said.

“It’s not fractured into 
the joint, which is a really 
good result. I’ll be fine for 
the one-dayers.

“I will hopefully be back 
for one more Middlesex 
game, potentially two. We 
will wait and see,” he added.

England squad for Scot-
land: Eoin Morgan (Cap-
tain), Moeen Ali, Jonny 
Bairstow, Sam Billings, Alex 
Hales, Liam Plunkett, Adil 
Rashid, Joe Root, Jason Roy, 
Ben Stokes, David Willey, 
Chris Woakes, Mark Wood.

England squad for Aus-
tralia: Eoin Morgan (Cap-
tain), Moeen Ali, Jonny 
Bairstow, Jos Buttler, Tom 
Curran, Alex Hales, Liam 
Plunkett, Adil Rashid, Joe 
Root, Jason Roy, Ben Stokes, 
David Willey, Chris Woakes, 
Mark Wood.

Zahavi said that “Rob-
ert’s motivations are not 
money or a specific club, 
because almost all top clubs 
would like to sign up the 
world’s best striker.”

He said he hoped Bay-
ern president Uli Hoeness 
and CEO Karl-Heinz Rum-
menigge would understand 
the player’s position.

“Everyone in the Bayern 
club leadership has their 
own great career to look 
back on. They should un-
derstand his situation,” he 
told Sport Bild.

However, Bayern’s boss-
es have made it clear that 
Lewandowski will play for 
them next season.

R u m m e n i g g e  t o l d 
Kicker magazine earlier this 
month that Bayern fans “do 
not have to worry about 
Robert Lewandowski and 
the relationship with Bay-
ern... We have a very good 
one.”

“We know what we have 
in him and I’m very happy 
that we still have such a 
long-term contract,” added 
Rummenigge.

“There’s no need to wor-
ry, he’ll play here in Munich 
again next year.”

Magazine Kicker also 
pointed out that Bayern’s 
senior bosses have repeat-
edly informed Lewand-
owski that there is no pos-
sibility of leaving before his 
contract expires.

League final in Kiev. He left 
the ground in tears as Liver-
pool lost 1-3.

Speaking after the game, 
coach Jurgen Klopp de-
scribed it as a “really seri-

ous injury,” but the Egyptian 
Football Federation said it 
was optimistic that he will 
be ready for their World Cup 
opener against Uruguay on 
June 15.

Egypt take on hosts Rus-
sia, on June 19, and Saudi 
Arabia, on June 25, in Group 
A. Salah has travelled to Spain 
to undergo treatment, the 
Egyptian federation said.
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Serbia's Novak Djokovic returns a shot against Spain's Jaume Munar during their second round 
match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, France.

AP/PTI

Serena Williams
AP/PTI

Djokovic reaches third round, Halep wins opener
Serena says she feels like a 
Queen from Wakanda in catsuit 

Paris, May 30 (AFP): Former 
champion Novak Djokovic 
reached the French Open 
third round for the 13th 
consecutive year by beat-
ing Spanish qualifier Jaume 
Munar 7-6 (7/1), 6-4, 6-4 on 
Wednesday, while women's 
top seed Simona Halep 
battled to victory in her 
opening match.

Djokovic, the 2016 Ro-
land Garros champion and 
former world number one, 
is seeded 20 this year after 
struggling to rediscover his 
best form after returning 
from a right elbow injury.

He wasn't at his best 
on Court Suzanne Lenglen, 
but goes on to face Spain's 
Roberto Bautista Agut for a 
place in the last 16.

The Serbian 12-time 
Grand Slam champion fired 
39 winners but 33 unforced 
errors and was broken three 
times by Munar, the world 
155.

"I am very happy to be 
here on Suzanne Lenglen 
and see so many people 
and see the support," said 
Djokovic.

"Jaume is a great player, 
he has lots of quality and 
good concentration. I con-
gratulate him on a great 
match today."

Bautista Agut, the 13th 
seed, saw off Colombian 
qualifier Santiago Giraldo 
6-4, 7-5, 6-3, but Czech 17th 
seed Tomas Berdych lost 
a rain-interrupted first-
round match to home 
hope Jeremy Chardy on the 
showpiece Court Philippe 
Chatrier 7-6 (7/5), 7-6 
(10/8), 1-6, 5-7, 6-2.

The unlikely adventure 
of Argentinian world num-
ber 190 Marco Trungel-
liti, who became the eighth 
lucky loser in the draw after 
driving back to Paris from 
Barcelona, came to an end 
as he lost 6-1, 7-6 (7/1), 6-1 
to Italian Marco Cecchinato 
in the second round.

- Halep fights back -
World number one Halep 
fought back after a disas-
trous opening set to beat 
American Alison Riske 2-6, 
6-1, 6-1 in their delayed 
first-round match.

Halep, the runner-up 
in Paris in 2014 and 2017, 
slumped 0-5 down in the 
opening set to world num-
ber 83 Riske whose only win 
at the tournament came in 
2014.

The Romanian commit-
ted 16 unforced errors in the 
set but stepped up a gear 
from that point on to book 
a second-round match 
against Taylor Townsend of 
the United States.

"It's always difficult in 
the first round of a Grand 
Slam, you are always ner-
vous," said Halep.

The 26-year-old, who is 
still looking for a first Grand 
Slam title, will play for the 
second straight day on 
Thursday, after the match 
with Riske was pushed back 
from Tuesday due to rain.

"I think I'll be ready to-
morrow, I feel strong in my 
legs," said the top seed.

"Anything can happen 
with the rain so all we can 
do is rest and try to be at 
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our best when we step on 
the court."

Halep needs to reach 
the semi-finals or better if 
she is to retain the world 
top spot.

Eighth seed Petra Kvi-
tova eased into the third 
round with a 6-0, 6-4 victory 
over Spain's Lara Arruabar-
rena on Court One.

The two-time Wimble-
don champion has now 
won 13 consecutive match-
es on clay after claiming 
titles in Prague and Madrid, 
and will face Estonia's 25th 
seed Anett Kontaveit for a 
place in the last 16.

Czech Kvitova, 28, has 
not reached the quarter-fi-
nals at Roland Garros since 
a run to the last four in 2012.

Ukrainian fourth seed 
Elina Svitolina reached 
the last 32 for the fourth 
straight year by brushing 
aside Viktoria Kuzmova in 
straight sets.

The 23-year-old, who 
arrived in Paris having won 
her second straight Italian 
Open title, saw off her Slo-
vakian opponent 6-3, 6-4.

Svitolina, a two-time 
quarter-finalist at Roland 
Garros, will next take on Ro-
manian 31st seed Mihaela 
Buzarnescu.

Elsewhere, charismatic 
Japanese 21st seed Naomi 
Osaka came through a tight 
match with Kazakhstan's 
Zarina Diyas 6-4, 7-5.

The 20-year-old Osaka 
is seeded for the first time 
at a major tournament, 
having lifted the prestigious 
Indian Wells title earlier this 
year before beating Serena 
Williams in Miami the fol-
lowing week.

Williams, who made her 
Grand Slam return with a 
singles win on Tuesday, is 
back in action in the dou-
bles with sister Venus later 
on Wednesday.

Paris, May 30 (Agencies):  
Serena Williams insists the 
black bodysuit she wore 
at the French Open much 
more than a fashion state-
ment.

The 36-year-old re-
vealed that she wears the 
“catsuit” to prevent blood 
clots – a problem she has 
struggled with previously 
including during her preg-
nancy.

Williams, who returned 
to action on Sunday for the 
first time since giving birth 
to her daughter in Septem-
ber, also believes it sends 
a message of strength to 
women around the world.

“It feels like this suit 
represents all the women 
that have been through a lot 
mentally, physically, with 
their body to come back 
and have confidence and 
to believe in themselves,” 
Williams said after beating 
Kristyna Pliskova 7-6 (4), 
6-4 at Rolland Garros.

“I definitely feel like it 
is an opportunity for me 
to inspire a whole different 
group of amazing women 
and kids.

“I feel like a warrior in 
it, like a warrior princess 
or Queen from Wakanda 

FRENCH OPEN maybe,” she added. “I’m 
always living in a fantasy 
world, I’ve always wanted 
to be a superhero and it’s 
kind of my way of being a 
superhero.

“I had a lot of problems 
with my blood clots – and 
God I don’t know how many 
I’ve had over the past 12 
months – so there’s defi-
nitely a little bit of function-
ality to it. I’ve been wearing 
pants a lot in general when I 

play so I can keep the blood 
circulation going. It’s a fun 
suit but it’s also functional 
so I can be able to play with-
out any problems.”


