
Nirmala Sitharaman in Dimapur. 

From left to right: LK Advani, Pranab Mukherjee, Naveen Patnaik , Deve Gowda and Sitaram Yechury.
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Political leaders suggest the former president could be 
a potential prime ministerial candidate in 2019 

Striking bankers, led by United Forum of Bank Unions,  are demanding early revision of wages

After violent disruptions, 
re-poll in Kubza today  

Sitharaman in Nagaland; will 
visit Indo-Myanmar border areas

NEICCUTA throws weight behind 
Nagaland University teachers 

As Pranab Mukherjee heads to 
RSS meet, his secret role emerges

10 lakh bankers to go on 2-day strike from today

NU 
provisional 
result 
declared
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Our Correspondent
Kohima, May 29 (EMN): The Election 
Commission of India (ECI) has on 
Tuesday ordered re-poll for polling sta-
tion 13- Kubza village at 26 Aonglend-
en assembly segment in Mokokchung 
district. The re-poll will be conducted 
on May 30 from 7 am till 3 pm.

The ECI in a letter to the chief 
electoral officer Nagaland (CEO) 
stated: “After taking all material cir-
cumstances into account, the Com-
mission hereby declares fresh poll 
under Sub-Section (2) of Section 58 of 
the Representation of the People Act, 
1951 that the poll taken on 28th May, 
2018 (Monday) at polling station No. 
13-Kubza of 26-Aonglenden Assembly 
segment to be void and appoints the 
30th May, 2018 (Wednesday) as the 
date and fixes the hours from 7 am to 
3 pm for taking a fresh poll at the said 
polling station.” 

Following the receipt of the com-

mission’s letter, the commissioner and 
returning officer (RO) Motsuthung 
Patton issued an official notification 
for the same. As for 17 other demand 
for re-poll by different political parties, 
the CEO’s establishment informed 
that the respective deputy commis-
sioner (DC) and AROs along with the 
observers scrutinised each complaint 
and subsequently did not recommend 
re-poll to the commission.

In addition to the above, the ECI in 
its letter stated that there were 10 poll-
ing stations where the presiding offic-
ers have not cleared from the control 
unit (CU) the votes cast during mock 
poll (viz., PS Nos. 6/21, 6/39, 21/19, 
28/29, 30/29, 36/26, 45/5, 49/21, 43/49 
and 50/37). However, the VVPAT voter 
slips of the mock poll were stated to 
have been “taken out, sealed, prop-
erly accounted and kept in separate 
special envelope”, hence, re-poll was 
not required for said polling stations 

as counting can be done by counting 
of VVPAT slips in case of these polling 
stations. 

It highlighted that counting of 
votes in such polling stations could 
be done through the following meth-
ods: (a) the votes would be counted 
through VVPAT slips of actual poll, 
where VVPAT slips of mock poll have 
not been kept in strong room; (b) 
where VVPAT slips of mock poll have 
been kept in sealed envelope in strong 
room along with EVMs/VVPAT and 
other material, there is no need to 
count all the VVPAT slips. 

In order to save time and errors, the 
commission stated that the number of 
votes polled may be counted from CU,  
then VVPAT slips of mock poll (kept in 
sealed envelope) may be counted. And 
in order to reach the final figure, the 
number of votes polled to each can-
didate in mock moll may be deducted 
from that of CU.

Dimapur, May 29 (EMN): The Union 
Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman ar-
rived at Dimapur on Tuesday to visit the 
Army’s Spear Corps Zone at Rangpahar in 
Nagaland. 

A press release from the public relations 
officer (defence) informed that the defence 
minister was briefed about ‘counter terrorist 
as well as border management operations 
on Indo-Myanmar border’ in the North-
east states by Lieutenant General Gopal R, 
AVSM, SM, General Officer Commanding 
Spear Corps.     

Sitharaman will ‘depart for forward ar-
eas of Nagaland along the Indo-Myanmar 
border’ on May 30. “She will undertake a 
detailed assessment of the border guard-
ing operations undertaken by Spear Corps 
and interact with officers and troops of the 
Assam Rifles operating along the border so 
as to make a firsthand assessment of the 
security situation there,” according to the 
statement. She will also meet and interact 
with the locals there. 

 After the visits, Sitharaman will return 
to Delhi on the same evening, it informed. 

Chennai, May 29 (IANS): Over 10 
lakh bankers in the government 
and private sectors are gearing 
up for a two-day strike starting on 
May 30, as the Indian Banks' As-
sociation (IBA) did not make any 
improved offer over the two per 
cent wage hike made earlier, an All 
India Bank Employees Association 
(AIBEA) leader said.

The strike is spearheaded by 
the United Forum of Bank Unions 
(UFBU), an umbrella body of nine 
unions.

The bankers would strike work 
demanding early revision of the 
wages. The wage revision has been 
due since November 1, 2017.

"It is now too late for us to go 
back on our strike call. We had re-
quested the IBA to come up with a 
better offer than the mere two per 
cent hike offer made earlier. 

"We also asked the IBA not to 
delink the wage negotiations for 
bank officers in the Scales 4-7. 
The IBA did not do anything," 
AIBEA General Secretary C.H. 

Venkatachalam told IANS.
He said at the conciliation 

meeting held on Monday, the 
Chief Labour Commissioner 
(CLC) had asked the IBA not to 
raise new controversies like de-
linking the wage talks for officers 
in the 4-7 scale.

"Though the CLC tried its best 
to sort out the strike issues, there is 
no positive developments. Hence 
strike on May 30 and 31 (Wednes-
day and Thursday) stands," All In-
dia Bank Officers' Confederation 

(AIBOC) General Secretary D.T. 
Franco said.

According to Venkatachalam, 
with regard to the coverage of of-
ficers from Scale 4-7 the IBA said 
it did not get the mandate from 
six banks as they opted to cover 
officers up to Scale 3 level.

However, 14 banks have given 
the mandate for covering the offic-
ers up to Scale 7 in wage negotia-
tions as was done in the previous 
wage settlement negotiations, he 
said. 

Dimapur, May 29 (EMN): 
The Nor th East  India 
Confederation of Central 
Universities Teachers' As-
sociations (NEICCUTA) 
has demanded ‘immediate 
withdrawal of show cause 
notices’ served to Nagaland 
University teachers by the 
Kohima administration.

A statement from the 
NEICCUTA on Tuesday stat-
ed the district authorities 
or any other government 
official should know that 
central universities are au-
tonomous educational in-
stitutions which cannot be 
equated with other depart-
ments of the government. 

“The NEICCUTA re-
minds the district authori-

ties of Kohima not to treat 
teachers of Nagaland Uni-
versity like school and col-
lege teachers under state 
government in matters of 
assigning them election du-
ties. As Central University 
teachers, Nagaland Uni-
versity teachers are enti-
tled to their political rights 
and they can join political 
parties. As teachers, they 
are not bound by 'political 
neutrality', which is a pre-
condition for assignment 
of election duty to a govern-
ment servant. 

“Further various court 
judgments also made it 
clear that central university 
teachers do not hold a job 
under a government just 

as they do not hold any 
public servants' office,” the 
statement read. Demand-
ing withdrawal of the show 
cause notices, it also urged 
the union minister of Hu-
man Resources Develop-
ment, and the government 
of India ‘to intervene to get 
the show cause withdrawn’. 

“We also draw upon 
the kind attention of the 
Chief Election Commis-
sioner to instruct the state 
election commissioner to 
withdraw the show cause 
notice about propriety and 
their own jurisdiction of 
functioning, and not to en-
croach upon the rights and 
responsibilities of univer-
sity teachers.”

Dimapur, May 29 (EMN): 
The former president of 
India, Pranab Mukherjee 
is quietly emerging as the 
key figure behind the emer-
gence of an alternative po-
litical front in the run-up to 
the 2019 general elections, 
according to an NDTV re-
port on Tuesday.   

“He is a former Presi-
dent but with the invite to 
be chief guest at an RSS 
event next month, Pranab 
Mukherjee has sent out 
signals that he is not a write-
off just yet. While many are 
stumped in the Congress 
party, the move is seen as 
a clear indication that Citi-
zen Mukherjee — as he 
calls himself on Twitter — is 
asserting an identity inde-
pendent of the Congress, 
his party of over five dec-
ades.

“NDTV has spoken to 
a wide range of politicians 
across party lines who con-
firmed that the 82-year-old 
is playing a significant role 
in bringing non-Congress, 
non-BJP leaders together 
to form an alternative front 
ahead of 2019,” the report 

read. 
It cited ‘some leaders’ 

who went as far as to say 
that the former president 
may even be a potential 
prime ministerial candidate 
in 2019. 

“It all goes back to a low-
key meeting held in Bhu-
baneswar in January at the 
home of Odisha Chief Min-
ister Naveen Patnaik, the 
chief of the Biju Janata Dal. 
Unlike other high-profile 
dinners hosted recently by 
UPA chief Sonia Gandhi or 
NCP leader Sharad Pawar, 
this one was revealed in 
a tweet showing Pranab 
Mukherjee, Janata Dal Sec-
ular’s Deve Gowda, Left 
leader Sitaram Yechury and 
BJP veteran LK Advani at 
lunch with Mr Patnaik.

“The chief minister 
tweeted simply, ‘It was a 
great pleasure to have the 
company.’ But sources told 
NDTV it was one of the first 
meetings that set the ball 
rolling on a potential third 
front. Many others say the 
starting point was a much 
earlier meeting at Rashtra-
pati Bhawan last year when 

Chief Minister Patnaik had 
lunch with Pranab Mukher-
jee and then they dialled 
another Third Front player, 
Bengal Chief Minister and 
Trinamool Congress chief 
Mamata Banerjee.”

It reported that ‘key 
leaders in the Congress, BJP, 
Trinamool and the BJD con-
firmed the developments’ 
though none of the leaders 
NDTV spoke to wanted to 
speak on record  ‘since it 
involves a former president’.

“He is very political and 
he may be the only one with 
the stature to match Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi,” 
said a BJD parliamentarian. 
“And he is open to playing a 
key role as a non-NDA pole 
position,” he added.

Mukherjee being passed 
over for the post of prime 
minister in 2004 is not just 
stuff of political commen-
tary but is also documented 
in his book The Coalition 
Years, in which he talks his 
disappointment when he 
thought Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi would 
choose him for the job and 
send Manmohan Singh to 

Dimapur, May 29 (EMN): 
The Nagaland University 
(NU) authorities on Tues-
day announced the provi-
sional result of BA, B.Com, 
B.Sc and BBA three-years 
undergraduate course se-
mester examinations held 
during April 2018. 

A statement from the 
university informed that 
result of BCA course has 
been “withheld due to 
non submission of marks 
tabulation.” the details of 
the result are available 
at the NU website www.
nagalanduniversity.ac.in 

“While all possible 
care has been taken to 
ensure accuracy in the 
result published, errors 
if any shall be rectified 
as per the rules of the 
University as and when 
detected,” it informed. 

Lindsay Lohan lends name to 
another nightclub  |  P10

 

Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 30° 20°

Agartala 35° 25°

Gangtok 25° 13°

Guwahati 33° 23°

Imphal 30° 19°

Itanagar 29° 20°

Shillong 24° 16°

Delhi 44° 29°

Kolkata 36° 26°

Chennai 38° 30°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 19° 17°
DIMAPUR 26° 21°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 17mm 90%
DIMAPUR Nil 94%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals

WEATHER
TEMPERATURE

You only live once,  
but if you do it right, 

once is enough.

~ Mae West

"Hey council chairman, it's 
this way... We need you here 

not there." 

Mirror Takes

Eastern Mirror wishes 
to inform our esteemed 

readers that the new 
revised rate of the 
newspaper starting 

1st June 2018 will be 
INR 5/- per copy. 
The rate revision is 

due to cost escalation 
of raw materials and 
logistics in lieu of 

GST implementation. 
Eastern Mirror hopes 
that our dear readers 

will continue to 
support our endeavour 
to provide more news 

and more truth.

NOTICE

~ Arien

Rashtrapati Bhawan (as 
president).

“The veteran Congress-
man had to spend some 
time apart after a falling out 
with Rajiv Gandhi after In-
dira Gandhi’s death in 1984. 
Many say it was prompted 
by the fact that when Ra-
jiv Gandhi asked who was 
most senior in the party to 
take over after his mother’s 
assassination, Mukherjee 
offered his own name,” ac-
cording to the report. 

 “It is Pranab Mukherjee 
who held Bengal politics 
together for decades and it 
is because of him that the 
Trinamool Congress and 
Mamata Banerjee evolved,” 
said a senior Bengal leader, 
explaining the bond be-
tween Mamata Banerjee 
and the former president.

“In 2012,  when his 
name was first proposed 
for President, it was Ms 
Banerjee who swung it for 
him, backed also by the 
Shiv Sena in Maharashtra. 
Significantly, Ms Banerjee 
along with MPs of other par-
ties including from the Shiv 
Sena marched in protest 
together to the Rashtrapati 
Bhavan on 16 November 
2016, to make a statement 
against demonetisation.

“A senior BJP minister 
who is tracking these de-
velopments with interest 
goes so far as to say that 
Mamata Banerjee’s recent 
overtures to the Telanga-
na Rashtra Samiti (TRS) 
of K Chandrasekhara Rao 
are also backed by Pranab 
Mukherjee.” 

“Whatever Mamata is 
doing is on behalf of Pranab 
Mukherjee,” he said. “They 
are trying to create a front 
that will determine India’s 
future in the next five years. 
The idea is that one of them 
will be Prime Minister.” The 
NDTV tried to get an official 
comment from his office 
but they were unavailable, 
it added. 
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Legislator seeks assistance 
to boost education sector

AICU team 
visits church 
in Viswema

Life Concern Ministries 
launch new project

HYS to conduct 
drawing competition

Nagaland NGOs form an association

Measles outbreak reported in Zunheboto

Wokha administration undertakes poll scrutiny

Unity College conducts motivational workshop

CSS holds interface meeting with govt. departments

Temjen lmna Along and union minister Prakash Javedkar in New 
Delhi on May 29.

Newly elected office bearers of the NGOs forum of Nagaland.

Officials from government departments and Care and Support Society pose for a group photo after the interface meeting on May 24.

NE Live team with the students of Unity College n May 25.

WEATHER IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 23.4 16.8 12.3 78 4

ZBT 25.3 15.7 21.9 95 36.4

MON 33 20.2 22.5 91 37

TUENSANG 20 18 14.6 79 6

MKG 26.2 16.3 15.2 61 NIL

PHEK 27 17.4 19 83 NIL

KIPHIRE 29.2 19.8 20.6 87 8.2

SECHÜ ZUBZA 28 18.5 19.8 66 4

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 27.4 18.8 22.4 81 6.8

JALUKIE 29 18 20.2 98 NIL
MANGKOLEMBA 33 21.8 25.4 88 2.4

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Army conducts written test
A total of 499 candidates have sat for written test for 
recruitment into the Indian army at Rangapahar on May 27. 
The written test was a follow-up of a recruitment rally was 
held in Tuensang from April 12 to 14 for enrolment of boys 
from Nagaland to Indian army. Thereafter, the medical test 
was conducted from April 15 to May 5. A defence release 
issued by Col C Konwar, PRO (Defence) stated that the result 
of the test is likely to be declared in the second week of June 
on its website www.joinindianarmy.nic.in.

NCA convenes meeting
President of Nagalan Cricket Association (NCA) has convened 
on June 8 at Niathu Resort, Chumoukedima, Dimapur, at 4 
pm. The association honourary secretary, Abu Metha has 
requested all the presidents of district cricket associations 
and NCA executive members/ office bearers to attend the 
meeting without fail.

ICFAI university confers degree
ICFAI University Nagaland has conferred the degree of Doctor 
of Philosophy (Ph.D) to Sentisangla from the department 
of management studies for her thesis titled ‘A study on the 
traditional institutions of self-governance among the Ao 
Nagas.’ She was assisted by Prof. Charles P Alexander. The 
university controller of examinations (in-charge), Dr. VT 
Vasagan, stated that the degree was awarded as per the UGC 
regulations, 2009.

NDMSA convenes meeting
Nagaland Directorate Ministerial Service Association (NDMSA) 
has convened an emergency meeting of the registrars 
and representatives of all the directorates in Nagaland on 
June 1 at Red Cross conference hall, Kohima, at 3 pm. The 
association president M Renthungo Tungoe stated that the 
meeting has been convened to deliberate on important 
issues pertaining to the welfare of the association. He has 
requested all the concerned members to attend the meeting 
without fail. Members are advised to have prior discussion 
on the issues attached in the circular already dispatched 
from their respective directorates and present their views in 
the meeting.

Kohima’s DC informs presiding officers
In view of the counting of votes for the by-election to the 
Nagaland parliamentary constituency to be taken on May 
31, deputy commissioner and district election officer, Rajesh 
Soundararajan, has directed all the presiding officers of 
Kohima district to report to his office at 7:30 am on May 31 
without fail.

Training for counting personnel held in Kiphire
Training for counting supervisors and counting micro observers 
was held in the DC’s conference hall, Kiphire, on May 29. The 
master trainers Daniel Sechopi Sangtam, DLMT, and K Alipa 
Sangtam, DLMT, gave instructions to the counting supervisors 
and micro observers. They imparted knowledge about the seal 
intact and advised the trainee to go through proper counting 
channel and show the seal intact to the counting agents in 
order to prevent anomalies during the counting. In the event 
of any inconveniences with the machine, trainees were asked 
to show to the observers for final decision.

Kohima to observe ‘No Tobacco Day’ 
The World No Tobacco Day will be observed at DBT Hall, Naga 
Hospital Authority Kohima (NHAK) in Kohima on May 31 at 1 
pm. The topic on ‘tobacco and heart disease’ will be delivered 
by a medical specialist of NHAK, Dr. Vanlaruati Nyuthe, while 
short speech will be delivered by state nodal officer Dr. 
Nchumbemo Ezung and a brief presentation on the activities 
of National Tobacco Control Programme will be presented by 
district nodal officer of Kohima Dr. Arenla walling.

Water supply to Phek town disrupted 
The executive engineer of public health engineering 
department, T Imtiakum, has informed that the water supply 
to Phek town will be disrupted for indefinite period. A DIPR 
report quoting the engineer stated that the main pipelines of 
100 mm were damaged on May 20 at several locations between 
Muchuri and Laka source in Ketsapo village by landslides and 
mudslides due to incessant rainfall. It reported that in some 
locations, vehicles were inaccessible to transport pipes and 
materials for repairing due to blockade of road. The engineer 
has requested the consumers of Phek town to bear with the 
inconveniences till the completion of the restoration work.

NEWS IN BRIEF

of the younger genera-
tion. 

It  s tated that  the 
union minister has as-
sured to provide special 
package for Nagaland 
and other North east-
ern states, adding that 
the needs of institutions 
under higher education 

would be accommodated 
under RUSA phase 2.

Meanwhile, Temjen 
l m n a  A l o n g  h a s  e x -
pressed gratitude to Pra-
kash Javedkar for approv-
ing new model degree 
college and professional 
colleges to Nagaland un-
der RUSA Phase 2.

Dimapur, May 29 (EMN): 
Minister of higher and 
technical  education, 
Temjen lmna Along has 
apprised the central gov-
ernment on the urgent 
need to develop the exist-
ing colleges by upgrading 
them into model degree 
colleges and also create 
new professional colleges 
in the state to cater to 
the needs of the younger 
generation.

Temjen lmna Along 
apprised of the poor con-
dition of institutions in 
the higher education sec-
tor in Nagaland during 
meeting with Prakash 
Javedkar, union minis-
ter, Ministry of Human 
Resource Development 
(MHRD), GOI, on May 29 
at his office in New Delhi.

A press release issued 
by Menuokholie Kire, 
state project director 
(RUSA), department of 
higher education, stated 
that Temjen lmna Along 
has emphasised on the 
urgent need to develop 
the existing colleges by 
upgrading them into 
model degree colleges 
and also create new pro-
fessional colleges in the 
state to cater to the needs 

Dimapur, May 29 (EMN): 
Suspected outbreak of 
measles was reported 
from Aghunato block in 
Zunheboto district. Ac-
cording to the data pro-
vided by DPO (RCH and 
UIP), Zunheboto, Dr. 
Alemwabang Aier, a total 
of 50 cases was identi-
fied from areas of Aghu-
nato town, Shevishe and 
Lukikhe as on May 28.

In this respect, rele-
vant blood, urine samples 
and throat swap were col-

lected and sent for labo-
ratory testing. Measles is 
a highly infectious and 
deadly disease among 
children, which is easily 
preventable by vaccina-
tion. 

A DIPR report stated 
that the immunisation 
coverage remained be-
low 50% in the district. 
It stated that the health 
department with the help 
of district administra-
tion has been organising 
an immunisation drive 

under special Intensive 
Mission Indradhanush 
and also making efforts 
to improve routine im-
munisation coverage for 
pregnant mothers and 
children below 5 years 
of age.

The district admin-
istration, through press 
release, has appealed to 
all the concerned citizens 
to give full support and 
ensure that no child is left 
behind from life-saving 
vaccines.

Dimapur, May 29 (EMN): 
All India Catholic Union 
(AICU) working com-
mittee led by Catholic 
Association of Nagaland 
(CAN) officials accom-
panied by Rev Dr. James 
Thoppil, Bishop of Ko-
hima, and Rev. Dr. Gerald 
John Mathias, Bishop of 
Lucknow Diocese, paid a 
visit to St. Joseph Catho-
lic Church, Viswema, on 
May 27.

As part of coming to-
gether in the name of uni-
ty, a mass prayer was held 
led by Krovil Benedict 
Catechist. A brief wel-
come note was delivered 
by Visato John Koso.

Short messages were 
shared by the AICU na-
tional president Lancy 
D’Cunha, social activist 
and former AICU national 
president Dr. John Dayal, 
CAN secretary general 
Er. Mhaseto Lancelot Na-
kro, and Rev. Dr. Gerald 
John Mathias. Special 
number titled ‘Welcome 
AICU to St. Joseph Catho-
lic Church Viswema’ was 
presented by Viswema 
Catholic Youth Associa-
tion. 

A Konkani song was 
also  presented from 
among the delegates of 
AICU coming from the 
Konkan region of India 
joined by Jerald Mathias 
and Sister Lavina from 
St. Joseph Higher Sec-
ondary School, Viswema, 
followed by a light and 
warm refreshment of 
scented rice drink known 
as ‘Rhünyuo Dzü’.

Dimapur, May 29 (EMN): Scrutiny of the 
four constituencies in Wokha district was 
held on May 29 in the DC’s conference 
hall, Wokha, in presence of observer, 
Ravinder Singh; ARO Dr. Manazir Jeelani 
Samoon; AEO Aketo Shohe; youth wing 
NPF Wokha division; NDPP media secre-
tary; and DPRO N Stephen Ngullie.

The agents of candidates were ap-
prised about the scrutiny process in 
detail. The scrutiny was undertaken as-
sembly constituencies-wise starting with 
37-Tyui followed by 38-Wokha, 39-Sanis 
and 40 Bhandari AC. There were few 
general verbal complaints received from 
political parties regarding some incident 
in 38-Wokha AC during voting on May 
28. The complaints were enquired upon 
by the sector magistrates and found to 
be baseless. 

A DIPR report stated that the entire 
poll process concluded peacefully with-
out any incident of violence, adding no 
complaint about polling was received 

on Samadhan or reported in the local 
media.

Record (including presiding officers 
dairy, sector magistrates reports, micro-
observers reports, video recordings) of 
polling stations which had registered 
complaints and voting percentages of 
5%+ (from average, since average turn-
out being high & range being narrow) 
polling including from 17 A was carried 
out by the ARO in the presence of the 
observer. Polling stations with minimum 
percentage of voting as compared to AC 
average were also scrutinised and no 
anomaly was found. No abnormality 
which could vitiate was noticed in the 
report.

No complaint or issue was raised by 
the agents about the poll during scrutiny. 
Hence, it concluded that entire process 
was peaceful and normal in the assem-
bly segments and no re-poll was required 
anywhere in 37, 38, 39 and 40 ACs of 
Wokha district.

Dimapur, May 29 (EMN): 
Hindu Yuva Sanga (HYS) 
has announced to organ-
ise its 5th open drawing 
competition cum felicita-
tion programme to the 
HSLC and HSSLC toppers 
on June 17 at Ramjanaki 
Higher Secondary School 
from 9 am onwards.

The organisation press 
release stated that the par-
ticipants of drawing com-
petition would be divided 
into five categories namely 
category 1 for Classes A 
and B, category 2 for Class-
es I to III, category 3 for 
Classes IV to VI, category 
4 for Class VII to IX, and 
category 5 for Classes X 
and above.

It stated that the prize 

giving ceremony would 
start at 4 pm onwards and 
followed by felicitation to 
the toppers. While inform-
ing that registration for 
drawing competition is 
opened to all, it has asked 
interested participants to 
register themselves by con-
tacting phone numbers 
9774745422, 8787487653, 
and 7005576082 on pay-
ment of registration fee of 
INR 100. 

It further directed all 
concerned to collect the 
forms at Hindu Yuva Sanga 
Office, SF-12, 2nd Floor, 
Millennium Market, Old 
Daily Market and Paul’s 
Villa, Dhobinala, Dimapur. 
The last date of registra-
tion is June 10.

Dimapur, May 29 (EMN): 
Life Concern Ministries 
(LCM) has launched a 
new project in Nagaland 
titled ‘My Nagaland 2030’ 
to support the poor and 
needy people in the vil-
lages of Nagaland.

The new project 
aimed at show-
ing them the 
way to have 
J e s u s  a s 
their per-
sonal sav-
i o u r ,  t o 
show them 
the way to 
livelihood, to 
show them how 
to do hard work and 
take up activities such as 
farming for self support. 

In order to support 
the poor and needy peo-
ple, LCM has started the 
project by taking the help 
of churches and village 
councils in order to en-
courage and give ideas to 

start self-reliance groups. 
The organisation press 
release stated that three 
self-reliance groups have 
been established by LCM 
in some churches of Naga-
land as on May 26 and 27.

Life Concern Min-
istries is a faith-

based ministry 
founded in 

2004 see-
i n g  t h e 
need of 
N o r t h -
e a s t e r n 

people for 
p a s t o r a l 

and paren-
tal care when 

they are away from 
home for further studies 
and works. LCM under-
takes church ministries, 
trainings, counselling and 
rectifying loopholes of 
church practices in the 
cities especially in Ban-
galore where the founder 
lives.

Dimapur, May 29 (EMN): 
Government registered 
NGOs in Nagaland has 
formed an association 
named as ‘NGOs forum 
Nagaland’ during its first 
general meeting held in 
the NEISSR conference 
hall on May 25.

The forum press re-
lease issued by its treas-
urer, Kashito Kiba, stated 
that the formation of fo-
rum has been a long felt 
need of the government 

registered NGOs working 
in different developmental 
sectors in Nagaland.

The forum was formed 
with guidelines to sup-
port the organisation’s vi-
sion, mission and values. 
It would provide a plat-
form for NGOs active in 
many parts of Nagaland 
and contribute towards 
governance and develop-
ment process in Nagaland.

The forum affirmed 
to uphold highest level 

of ethical behaviour and 
responsibility for their ac-
tion and maintain integri-
ty in their performance. It 
would advocate and foster 
closer collaboration and 
co-operate between NGOs 
and the government au-
thority.

It would provide a plat-
form for organisations 
working on social welfare 
services to meet and dis-
cuss issues of common 
interest and to share in-

formation, experience 
and good practices, build 
capacity and provide net-
working opportunities in 
the district and state and 
contribute towards pro-
motion and protection of 
human rights in Nagaland. 

It would also strive to 
safeguard the rights of 
NGOs and help the gov-
ernment in implementing 
its policies, programmes 
and schemes. 

The has elected Dr. 
Hesheto Chishi, director 
of indigenous cultural so-
ciety, as chairman; Rhu-
letsu, IBAPWO, Kiphire, as 
vice chairperson; Ms Ainla 
Pongen as general secre-
tary; Sr Pramila, director 
of ACID, as finance secre-
tary; Jess T Murry as joint 
finance secretary; Kashito 
Kiba, MD of Pheto Music 
Association, as treasurer; 
Meren and D Adani of 
Cherry Blossom Society, 
Kohima, as information 
secretaries.

parts of India. 
He stated that Addhaar card 

with the help of bio metric finger 
print, lost child can be located. 
He stated that a unique chip 
called RIFD tag is given to a child 
in order to track how far a child 
goes and the length of time a 
child is missing. He inform that at 
least seven to eight children were 
reported missing in Mokokchung 
district alone adding three chil-
dren were not located till today.

Ms Talisangla, CDPO (North), 
gave brief information on the 
benefits and services to children 
and women, while Makshi Jamir, 
representative from CMO, shared 
on programme and schemes re-
lated to women and children like 
PMSHA, JSY, and ARSH. 

The interface meeting was 
chaired by Imchawati Kichu, 
managing director of Care and 
Support Society.

Dimapur, May 29 (EMN): IQAC, career 
counselling cell of Unity College has con-
ducted a workshop on ‘goal settings’ and 
‘life skills’ on May 19 and 25 in the college 
premises.

Sunita Sarda, image consultant and soft 
skills trainer from Lifestyle Engineering, 
Mumbai, was the resource person in both 
the sessions. The focus of the workshops 
was to groom the students in their future 
endeavours with emphasis on the impor-
tance of having at least one soft-skill.  

On May 25, NE Live team also con-
ducted activities for its episode ‘Campus 
Buzz,’ a fun filled interactive session involv-
ing young students. The show will provide 
students an opportunity to perform vari-
ous activities including singing, debating, 
dancing, acting, mimicry and also con-
temporary political, social and economic 
issues as well as issues concerning students 
and younger generations.

Dimapur, May 29 (EMN): Family 
counselling centre under Care 
and Support Society (CSS) has 
organised an interface meeting 
with women and child related 
departments on May 24 in office 

premises.
Dinesh Gupta, SDPO Mokok-

chung, gave a short speech relat-
ing to children in distress and 
presented information about the 
scenario of children in need of 

care and protection in Mokokc-
hung. It was informed that more 
than thirty percent of children 
in India remain unreached and 
went missing and how missing 
children were dragged in some 
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Lezo Putsure, Fr. P Suresh Innocent, and others during the signing of MoU at Don Bosco College in Kohima .

L S Jamir addressing the refreshers training in Kohima.

Judges and students pose for lens during the inter-school music fest in Dimapur.

NSCN (IM) appeals AR to shun ‘deliberate 
attempt’ to derail peace process

Teachers shortage at 
Wangkhao College: 
Ongoing subject dissolved

Delhi Public School hosts inter-school music fest

NSLSA’s refresher exercise 
for panel lawyers underway

Nagaland police share positive 
message for job seekers

ENCSU expresses resentment 

Linking education to employment: 
YouthNet-Don Bosco College sign MoU

STATE

Dimapur, May 29 (EMN): The Government 
of the People’s Republic of Nagalim has ap-
pealed Assam Rifles to shun ‘deliberate’ at-
tempt to derail peace process under the eye 
of the “Agreed Ground Rules.”

 “Tolerance of Naga Army while honour-
ing the peace initiative in search of solution 
and peace between the Naga people and the 
Union of India, when tested to the extreme, 
could result in negative impacts to the com-
mon quest for a solution,” the press release 
received here on Tuesday from the Ministry 
of Information & Publicity stated. 

The NSCN said ‘India’s unconventional 
military actions perpetuated on the Naga peo-
ple whose unrelenting resistance are a matter 
of voluminous book, full of human rights 
violations, custodial death, summary execu-
tion, mass rape and the Nagas being used as 
human shields while conducting their unde-
clared war even after a ceasefire declaration 
and well established ground rules in place.’ 

This, it said indicates that there is bank-
ruptcy of political will, even though commit-
ted to resolve a conflict that has unfairly cost 
both the Gol and the Naga people.  

The group said the Home Ministry should 
not undermine the realization of the succes-
sive Indian prime ministers and army chiefs 

that Indo-Naga conflict is not a law and order 
problem but a political problem. 

Pointing out the recent operation which 
was stated to have conducted by the 23rd As-
sam Rifles under the command of VJ Mishra, 
using the native as human shields to raid the 
NSCN camp stationed in Rongmei village, 
Tazeikaiphun on May 24, the NSCN (IM) al-
leged that it was nothing but a repetition of 
Assam Rifles several records of the despicable 
actions of the Indian military act of cowardice 
while manoeuvring for their next rank.

The group also reminded that the ‘NSCN 
cadres are respecting the hard earned peace 
talk, but the repetitive unconventional art of 
hunting the Naga Army could severely create 
repercussion that may ultimately distract 
even if the dialogue is going on in Delhi.’ 

Citing a similar incident wherein ‘Sgt.’ 
Pangang Gangsa, S/Bn, Naga army, who 
was stated to have arrested in front of his 
wife at Wakkah village in Longding district of 
Arunachal Pradesh on May 25 and brutally 
murdered by the 16th Assam Rifles, the NSCN 
(IM) stated that ‘AR’s framed story of encoun-
tering and gun battle can never blanket the 
distorted action they have committed.’  The 
bullet ridden the body of Gangsa has bored 
the testimony of Assam Rifles, the MIP added.

Public School were said to have 
participated in the competition. 
The judges were Avoni Odyuo, 
Alobo Naga, and Aroko Nagi.

DPSD Choir lifted the running 
trophy with their seamless per-
formance of the song ‘Lightening’ 
by Greg Gilpin. The rendition of 

the audience’s favourite ‘A Million 
Dreams’ from The Greatest Show-
man by Hope Academy bagged the 
runner-up.

misunderstandings over 
cases among the panel 
lawyers.  

The chairman Jamir 
apprised that the refresher 
training was targeted at 
various aspects, partic-
ularly the schemes un-
der the NLSA and other 
laws. He congratulated 
the member secretary of 
NSLSA for covering wide 
range of topics during the 
two-day training. 

The member secretary 
of the NSLSA, Mezivolu 
T Therieh in her keynote 
address, said that the two 
day refreshers training 
was organised to increase 
the capacity of the panel 
lawyers in order to render 
complete and quality legal 
services. 

She said panel lawyers 
play an indispensable role 
in carrying out the activi-
ties of the legal services 
authority as they act as 
catalyst between the peo-
ple and the law. Therefore, 
she stated that ‘quality 
trainings for better per-
formance cannot be over-
looked in order to achieve 
the objectives of access to 
justice.’

 Therieh underscored 
on the need to build strat-
egies and programmes, so 
that the legally, socially, 
and economically under-
privileged sections of the 
society benefit from their 
services. 

training and placement agency 
of Nagaland Job Centre, said 
linking education to employ-
ment is a starting tool to bridge 
the gap. 

Citing that one of students 

from Don Bosco is also working 
towards a job in the aviation 
sector, Chase said the program 
ensures 70% employment for 
students looking for jobs. For 
the other students who want to 

pursue higher education, she 
informed that the programme 
would help them in their com-
munication skill, to develop 
positive attitude, confidence, 
and inter-personal skills.

Dimapur, May 29 (EMN): 
The Eastern Nagaland Col-
lege Students’ Union (ENC-
SU) has expressed shock at 
the sudden notice issued by 
the authority of Wangkhao 
Govt. College under Mon dis-
trict about dissolving Educa-
tion honours course for the 
current year due to shortage 
of teaching faculty in the 
department. 

The union has strongly 
opposed and expressed re-
sentment to the decision 
of the college authority for 
removing the course without 
prior notice.

Instead of implementa-
tion new courses and fa-
cilities to the institution, the 
union said how the college 
authority can remove the 
ongoing course which was 
implemented decade ago, 
the press release from the 
union president and general 
secretary on Tuesday stated

Expressing concern to 
those students taking Edu-
cation course, the union 
stated that many students 
are from poor background 
who cannot afford to go to 
other places to pursue their 
subject interest. 

The union is angered by 
the mismanagement of edu-
cation system which affects 
students’ career.

The ENCSU questioned 
the state government and the 
department of Higher Edu-
cation on what ground the 
college authority is directed 
to issue sudden notification. 
It also queried why the govt. 
has failed to appoint suffi-
cient teachers at Wangkhao 
College and why Education 
honours course be removed 
for current academic session.

The union appealed to 
the state government and 
the Education dept. to look 
into the matter immediately 
before the students resume 
their classes. It also warned 
the govt. will be held respon-
sible if any problem arises.

Meanwhile, the ENCSU 
also appealed the govern-
ment to take action on those 
professors in the eastern area 
colleges who are attached 
in other colleges or depart-
ments. 

The union stated that it 
had submitted a memoran-
dum to the commissioner 
secretary of Higher & Techni-
cal Education for necessary 
action and to let those erring 
teaches to be in their posting 
places.

The ENCSU also request-
ed the government to imme-
diately check and streamline 
all those teachers attached 
with politicians.

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, May 29: In what could be 
an encouraging move for job seekers 
in the Nagaland Police department, 
the department headed by its Direc-
tor General of Police (DGP) Nagaland 
Rupin Sharma has come up with a 
modus operandi to ease the incon-
veniences job seekers from across 
the state has to face. 

As per the message posted by 
DGP Sharma on his Facebook ac-
count on May 27, which has been 
shared by many on social media 
read:  “I and our senior officers at the 
PHQ keep receiving a large number 
of visitors every day. Most of these 
visitors are job seekers for various 
posts in the police department. The 
department has an excess strength 
(beyond sanctioned strength) and 
there are not too many vacancies.”

“It pains me to see that ordinary 
citizens have been travelling from far 
and wide, from all parts of Nagaland 
to seek jobs. Most are ignorant about 
the govt. procedures and limitations 
and expect that we would be able to 
sign off appointment letters if they 
meet us or get a signature. This is 
truly not the case”.

The message further cited ‘while 
job-seekers would be disappointed 
at not getting the jobs, on our part, 
we feel guilty that ignorant citizens 
have to travel to Kohima to meet 
us. In the process, they spend hard-
earned money or at times money 
which they have loaned from rela-
tives or friends, further increasing 
their troubles. An average person 
travelling from an interior district 
may end up spending 3000-5000/- 
rupees for a single journey of 3-4 
days to Kohima’.

According to the DGP Sharma’s 
post, to minimise the inconven-
ience, the police department will 
start accepting online applications 
for jobs of various categories soon. 
The department will be developing 
a prototype form which citizens can 
use and access with a mobile phone 
with an internet connection and 
submit an application. 

For the time being the form is just 
a submission of an application. We 
are not requesting any ‘payment’ for 
the online application, the post read.

A sample form is being posted 
for public feedback in the following 
links:

Guidelines: https://www.naga-
pol.in/job/guideline

The Nagaland Police job portal 
guideline reads: Before applying on-
line a candidate is required to have a 
scanned (digital) image of his / her 
photograph and signature as per the 
specifications given below.

Photograph
1. Photograph must be recent (taken 

within the last six months) pass-
port size colour / black & white 
picture. The name of the candidate 
and the date of taking photograph 
should be printed at the bottom.

2. The picture should be in colour/
black & white, against a light-
coloured, preferably white back-
ground. The face and shoulders 
should be clear, face centrally 
focused and eyes open and vivid.

3. Look straight at the camera with a 
relaxed face.

4. If the picture is taken on a sunny 
day, have the sun behind you, or 
place yourself in the shade, so that 
you are not squinting and there are 
no harsh shadows.

5. If you have to use flash, ensure that 
there is no “red-eye”.

6. If you wear glasses make sure that 
there are no reflections and your 
eyes can be clearly seen.

7. Caps, hats and dark glasses are not 
acceptable. Religious head wear is 
allowed but it must not cover your 
face.

8. Dimensions: Height - 200 pixels; 
Width -150 pixels.

9. Size of file should not exceed 30KB.
10. The file should be in the format 

JPEG/PNG. 
Signature
1. The candidate has to sign on white 

paper with Black Ink Pen. If the 
signature is not dark enough, its 
scanned image may be of unac-
ceptable quality.

2. The signature must be that of the 
candidate and not that of any other 
person.

3. The signature may be used on the 
Admission Ticket and wherever 
necessary.

4. Dimensions: Height -100 pixels; 
Width -150 pixels.

5. Size of file should not exceed 30KB.
6. The file should be in the format 

JPEG/PNG.
Procedure for uploading the photo-

graph and signature
1. There will be two separate links for 

uploading Photograph and Signa-
ture.

2. Click on the respective link “Up-
load Passport size photo” and 
“Upload Scanned Signature”.

3. Browse & Select the location where 
the Scanned Photo/Signature file 
has been saved.

4. Select the file by clicking on it.
5. Click the ‘Proceed’ button.

Job Application: https://www.na-
gapol.in/job/application

The work as per the post was said 
to be in progress and will be improved 
before the final launch towards the 
end of June.

Dimapur, May 29 (EMN):  The 
YouthNet and Don Bosco Col-
lege of Kohima signed a Mem-
orandum of Understanding 
(MoU) on “Linking education to 
employment.”

A press release received from 
YouthNet informed that the aim 
of MoU is to impart the college 
students with training and real 
work experience while they are 
in their final year of college. 

The principal of Don Bosco 
College, Fr. Dr. P Suresh Inno-
cent, said that it was a landmark 
move as students would get real 
life work experience while they 
are still in college.

Director YouthNet Lezo 
Putsure, said ‘we need to equip 
young people with practical 
skills beyond class room so 
when they graduate they are 
ready to start early and use their 
time productively.’

Nune Chase, who heads the 

Dimapur, May 29 (EMN): 
A two-day refreshers train-
ing for panel lawyers by 
the Nagaland State Le-
gal Services Authority 
(NSLSA) got underway at 
Administrative Training 
Institute which was sched-
uled to be conducted in 
Kohima from May 29 to 
the 30th. 

A press release from 
the legal authority on 
Tuesday informed that 
the executive chairman 
of NSLSA, L S Jamir, in 
his address stated that 

the responsibility of the 
panel lawyers of legal 
services was more than 
other lawyers under any 
institution, to understand 
the problem of the un-
derprivileged, the needy, 
and the downtrodden. He 
therefore urged the panel 
lawyers to work hard while 
preparing for cases.  

Jamir implore to panel 
lawyers not to accept any 
gifts from people while 
rendering free legal aid. 
He also advised to resolve 
issues amicably, incase of 

Dimapur, May 29 (EMN): The 
Delhi Public School, Dimapur 
hosted the fourth inter-school 
music fest (open genre choral 
competition) on May 26 in 
Dimapur. The chairman of the 
Dimapur Public School Society, 
S I Jamir attended the occasion 
as the chief guest. 

A press release from the 
school informed that the event 
was organised in order to pro-
vide opportunities and to ex-
plore talents and abilities be-
sides providing a platform for 
interaction amongst students 
and music teachers.

Maple Tree School, Hol-
lotoli School, Hope Academy, 
Woodstock School, and Delhi 
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About INR 83 cr. deposited to farmer’s 
accounts, says Union Minister Shekhawat 

British high commissioner pays 
tribute to Battle of Red Hill’s soldiers

Rajasekharan is Mizoram’s new Governor

Government orders CID probe into tribal student’s suicide Book publishing course 
uderway in Imphal

Manipur police arrests two  Rohingya immigrants No Nipah virus case in NE — Official

Dimapur, May 29 (EMN): 
The union minister of State 
for Agriculture and Farm-
ers’ Welfare Gajendra Singh 
Shekhawat said that almost 
INR 83, 000 crore has been 
deposited in the accounts 
of the farmer by the people 
of  this country. The min-
ister was quoted as saying 
while addressing the media 
here in Guwahati on the 
occasion of the completion 
of  four years of  the union 
government on May 28 in 
Assam. Updates on Tuesday 
informed.

S t a t i n g  a b o u t  t h e 
achievements the country 
has made during the last 
48 months, Shekhawat re-
marked, ‘the union govern-
ment have opened about 
10 crore bank accounts in 
the last four years which he 
stated it to be a revolutionary 
change in the banking sector 
as well as in changing the 
lives of  common and poor 
people.’ 

The minister said that 
the union government is 
working passionately to 
make the lives of the com-
mon people better in every 
aspect. ‘The government 
has done at least 48 feats in 
the last 48 months which is 
a history in itself,’ he added.  

Shekhawat asserted that 

Gajendra Singh Shekhawat addressing the media at a press conference during the occasion of completing 
four years of the union government on May 28 in Guwahati.

Kummanam Rajasekharan
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Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Devices that move fluids
 6. Wander or roam
 10. Beers
 14. Inactive
 15. Ferrous
 16. Gaelic for “Poison”
 17. Desert in the Middle East
 18. Individuality
 19. Native people of Peru
 20. Fine wall plasters
 22. Annniversary of Christ’s 

resurrection
 24. Compared to
 25. Sugary or sweet
 26. Bog or fen (archaic)
 29. Elevate
 30. Sir ____ Guinness
 31. Ignorant
 37. Tears apart
 39. Conjunction
 40. South Pacific island
 41. W-shaped constellation
 44. Eat
 45. Danish island in the Baltic Sea
 46. Steeples
 48. Solid alcohols of the steroid 

group
 52. Flightless South American bird
 53. Former Dolphin’s quarterback, 

Dan ______
 54. Cinemas
 58. Hub or central point
 59. Roman emperor
 61. Scoundrel
 62. “Paddy” grain
 63. Happy or content
 64. Old woman
 65. Emperor
 66. Lower layer of the earth’s outer 

crust
 67. SSS 

DOWN
 1. Urine (slang)

 2. A distinct article
 3. Set of choices
 4. Rehearsals
 5. Lines of verse
 6. Ascended
 7. Mineral-bearing rocks
 8. Volume (abbrev.)
 9. Invest with a feudal 

estate
 10. Licorice-flavored seed
 11. Fuzzy
 12. Master of Ceremonies
 13. Fragment
 21. Hawaiian island
 23. Russian dramatist ____ 

Chekhov

 25. A language of India
 26. Pulpy residue
 27. “Inter-____”
 28. Increases engine speed
 29. Fabric made from flax
 32. Backs of necks
 33. Cooling devices for car 

engines
 34. Scottish poet Edwin 

____ (1998-1959)
 35. Sea eagle
 36. Membership fees
 38. Comedic playwright 

Neil_____ 
 42. Dark Chinese teas
 43. Tennis legend 

Arthur____
 47. “LA Confidential” actor 

Guy ______
 48. Clever or 

knowledgeable
 49. Cabs
 50. Genus of heaths or 

heathers
 51. Vertical part of a stair
 52. Name from the Greek 

meaning “Rose”
 54. Streetcar
 55. Conceits
 56. Magical symbol
 57. Perceives
 60. Inventor ___ Whitney
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the government is totally 
committed to increase the 
farmers’ income and to dou-
ble it by 2022.  Stating which 
he assured the media, ‘a 
road map has already been 
prepared and is being imple-
mented across the country.’ 

Spea     king about the 
progress of  the E-National 
Agriculture Market (E-
NAM), a pan-India elec-
tronic trading portal which 
networks the existing Ag-

ricultural Produce Market 
Committee mandis (Hindi 
for market place) to create a 
unified national market for 
agricultural commodities, 
he said that the government 
have been working ‘seri-
ously’ in linking farmers of  
the country to E-NAM. 

He mentioned that the 
main objective of  the E-
NAM was to provide farm-
ers to sale their products 
and to remove all types of  

middleman. 
Further, he added that 

the Northeastern states were 
given ‘special focus’ for the 
improvement of agriculture 
as the region is endowed 
with vast potentialities in 
agricultural sector. 

The minister said that 
the union government under 
the leadership of the Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
believes in the politics of  
performance and politics of  

governance.  
The main topic of  the 

discussion nowadays is ‘Vi-
kas’ (Hindi for development) 
and there is a paradigm shift 
in the discussion which was 
shifted from corruption to 
development, he remarked. 

Speaking about the 
initiatives that range from 
Mudra Yojana to Swachch 
Bharat and to almost all sec-
tors of development, he said, 
‘India is the fourth largest 
economy in the world and 
has made a quantum jump 
from tenth position in 2014 
to the fourth position in 
2018.’

 More than ever, the gas 
connections were provided 
to about 3.5 crore women 
in the country who have got 
smoke-free lives during the 
last four years, he added. 

During his one day visit 
to Guwahati, the minister 
was stated to have reviewed 
the meeting of  the Agri-
Horticulture. 

The Assam’s minister 
of  Agriculture Atul Bora, 
the Nagaland’s minister of  
Agriculture G Kaito Aye, 
other dignitaries and officials 
from five participating states 
of  Assam, Sikkim, Naga-
land, Arunachal Pradesh, 
and Meghalaya attended the 
meeting.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, May 29 (EMN): 
The British Deputy High 
Commissioner to India 
Bruce Bucknell on Tuesday 
paid floral tribute commem-
orating the 74th Anniversary 
of the ‘Battle of Red Hill’ at 
the India Peace Memorial 
at Maibam Lokpaching in 
Manipur.

Speaking during the oc-
casion, the British envoy 
said, ‘we should remember 
all the soldiers from various 
nations because remem-
brance will avoid future con-
flicts. 

The younger genera-
tion of  today do not like 
small conflicts that will 
create major conflict like 
the one which happen 74 
years ago.’ 

The British Deputy High 
Commissioner along with 
his two officials, members of  
the Indo-Japan Friendship 
Association, students of the 

Manipur University who 
are pursuing degree course 
in Tourism and Hospitality, 
and the members of  local 
clubs and associations at-
tended the programme. 

It may be worth noted 
that the ‘Battle of  Red Hill’ 
also known as ‘Point 2926,’ 
was one of  the fiercest bat-
tles fought in Manipur dur-
ing the Second World War. 
Also, it may be mentioned 
that in this battle the Japa-
nese attacked and occupied 
parts of  the Red Hill and 
Maibam village of  present 
Bishnupur district of  Ma-
nipur on May 21 1944. 

An intense and historic 
battle ensued for nine days 
between the Japanese and a 
combined British effort in-
volving infantry, armour, ar-
tillery and air attacks, which 
was concluded on May 29, 
1944.

During the gathering, a 
functionary of  the Second 

World War’s Imphal Cam-
paign Foundation read out 
the message sent by Akiko 
Macdonald, the chairperson 
of  Burma Campaign Soci-
ety, and Kenichi Okuyama, 
the former Deputy Mayor 
of Shonai in Japan. 

In her message, Akiko 
Macdonald remembered the 
soldiers who fought in the 
battle and prayed that all the 
soldiers’ soul rest in peace 
while Kenichi Okuyama 
conveyed that India, the 
Great Britain, and Japan 
should deepen the friendly 
relation and promote good-
will.

The anniversary was 
said to been held under the 
aegis of  the Second World 
War’s Imphal Campaign 
Foundation. 

The foundation since its 
inception has been remem-
bered for working towards 
the reconciliation and resto-
ration of world peace.

Aizawl, May 29 (IANS/
PTI): Kummanam Ra-
jasekharan, who was the 
Bharatiya Janata Party’s Ker-
ala unit chief and a RSS ac-
tivist, was on Tuesday sworn-
in as the 23rd Governor of  
Mizoram.

The Gauhati High Court 
Chief Justice Ajit Singh ad-
ministered the oath of office 
to the new Governor at a sim-
ple ceremony in the Durbar 
hall of Raj Bhavan here.

The Chief Minister Lal 

Thanhawla, his cabinet col-
leagues, Chief  Secretary 
Arvind Ray, leaders of vari-
ous political parties, senior 
civil and police officials and 
other dignitaries were present 
in the swearing-in-ceremony.

The President Ram Nath 
Kovind appointed Rajas-
ekharan as the Governor of  
Mizoram, which has earned 
the dubious distinction of  
seeing ten governors since 
BJP-led National Demo-
cratic Alliance government 

Imphal, May 29 (IANS): 
No case of  Nipah virus 
has been detected in the 
northeast, an official said 
on Tuesday, denying mis-
leading social media reports 
about its presence in the 
region.

The Manipur’s Director, 
Health Services, K Rajo 
said there were social media 
reports to the effect that 
some cases of  Nipah had 
been detected in Megha-
laya, but officials in the state 
denied any confirmed case. 

The northeast region, 
which is visited daily by 
people from other states 
including Kerala - where 
an outbreak of  the disease 
claimed at least a dozen 

lives, is vulnerable to such 
diseases, he said, but add-
ed all northeast states had 
geared up on precautionary 
measures.

He also said that special 
isolation wards are being 
arranged in the two major 
hospitals, Regional Institute 
of  Medical Sciences and 
JN Institute of Medical Sci-
ences located in Imphal to 
cope with any eventuality. 

Meanwhile, an anti-
diarrhoea fortnight was 
launched in Manipur from 
Monday, under which over 
4 lakh children up to five 
years of age will be covered, 
he said. This fatal disease is 
claiming lives of  lakhs of  
children in India every year.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, May 29 (EMN): A sev-
en-day long certificate course in 
book publishing was organised 
at the mini conference hall of the 
Tribal Research Institute at Ching-
meirong in Imphal. The course 
was organised and sponsored by 
the National Book Trust (NBT), 
the ministry of Human Resource 
Development. The training officer 
of the course Narender Kumar 
spoke about the main objective 
of the course. He said, ‘the course 
was to enhance the skills of those 
who want to explore the world 
of  publishing books right from 
the editorial to copy rights.’ The 
initiative was taken up as part 

of the central government’s skill 
development, he added.

Professor GS Jolly of  New 
Delhi gave a talk on the edito-
rial while another resource person 
Sridhar Balan presented lecture 
about the overview of  publish-
ing. Kalyan Banerjee, the chief  
production officer of the National 
Council of Educational Research 
and Training will present a com-
prehensive lecture on desigining 
on May 30.  Around 70 trainees 
who are working in diverse fields 
were said to have been participat-
ing at the book publishing course. 
The weeklong course which was 
inaugurated on May 28 will cul-
minate on June 4.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, May 29 (EMN): 
The Manipur police sta-
tioned at the Mao gate had 
arrested two Rohingya im-
migrants, the police sources 
said on Tuesday. The arrest 
was made when the said 
Rohingya immigrants tried 
to enter the state through 
Mao gate; about 110 km 
north of  Imphal along the 
Imphal-Dimapur highway 
on Monday, said the source. 

The arrested persons 
have been identified as Mo-
hammad Abdullah and 
Bibi Ayesha, a resident of  
the Lakhine of  Chin state 
in Myanmar.  The duo was 
reported to have been car-
rying along with them an 

eight-month old infant. The 
source added they were on 
their way to Manipur from 
Bangladesh after passing 
Kolkata. 

According to the police, 
over two dozen Rohingya 
immigrants were arrested 
in Manipur since Mar. 22 
2018.

The Manipur govern-
ment under the chief  min-
istership of  N Biren Singh 
have been taking up neces-
sary steps to prevent entry 
of  illegal immigrants to 
Manipur by alerting the law 
enforcing agencies stationed 
at the border gates particu-
larly at Mao in Senapati dis-
trict, Moreh in Tengnoupal 
district, Behiang in Chu-

rachand pur, and Jiribam 
in Jiribam district, it added.

The state police sta-
tioned in and around the 
state capital were said to 
have been conducted a 
surprise operations to de-
tect the illegal immigrants 
since the last few days.  The 
search began after the police 
had arrested eight Rohingya 
immigrants including five 
minors from Imphal area 
recently. 

On Tuesday, various 
state police team of  the 
Imphal East and the Imphal 
West districts have conduct-
ed a search operation and 
picked some individuals 
who failed to produce valid 
documents.

came to power in May 2014.
He succeeded Lt. Gen-

eral Nirbhay Sharma (retd), 
whose tenure ended on Mon. 
May 28. Rajasekharan began 
his political career as a Rash-
triya Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS) activist in the 1970s 
and became chief  of  the 
Bharatiya Janata Party’s Ker 
unit in 2015.

Several organisations in-
cluding Global Council of  
Indian Christians (GCIC) 
and People’s Representa-
tion for Identity and Status 
of  Mizoram (PRISM) had 
opposed Rajasekharan’s ap-
pointment. These organisa-
tions in separate statements 
said that “he was not suitable 
for the Governor’s post as he 
is an “active member of the 
RSS and was involved with 
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad”.

“Posting a “political 
person” with an RSS back-
ground in could impact 
politics in Mizoram,” the 
PRISM said in its statement.

Elections to the 40-seat 
assembly in the Christian-
dominated Mizoram assem-
bly would be held this year 
end. 

Agartala, May 29 (PTI/IANS): 
A 17-year-old tribal girl stu-
dent has committed suicide in 
Tripura after being allegedly 
harangued by employees of  a 
hypermarket in the city and her 
school principal.

The state government today 
ordered a CID probe into it 
as the incident sparked anger 
among the people.

The girl had hanged herself  
from the ceiling in her residence 
at Bir Mohan Chowdhury Para 
in West Tripura district, about 
23 km from here on May 24, the 
police said.

Tragically, the girl stood first 
in the state in the commerce 
stream of the Class twelve CBSE 
Examination. 

The results were declared 

on May 26, two days after her 
death.

Several ministers of Tripura 
have expressed shock over the 
suicide and visited her home 
today.

According to the FIR lodged 
by the girl’s mother at Sidhai 
police station of  West Tripura 
district she was allegedly ha-
rangued by the manager of a hy-
permarket here and the principal 
of her school.

Tripura Deputy Chief Min-
ister Jishnu Deb Burman said 
he had visited the girl’s home 
today and came to know that the 
employees of  the hypermarket 
had allegedly scolded her claim-
ing she had stolen clothes worth 
INR 4000 from it during her visit 
on May 23.

The girl had called up her 
school principal, who sent the 
money as demanded by the 
retail store. When the girl went 
to meet the principal she was 
subjected to verbal lashing by 
the principal. 

She returned home and the 
next day after her mother left 
for work, took the extreme step, 
he said.

Deb Burman asked the Di-
rector General of  Police A K 
Sukla to hand over the case to 
the CID for an impartial inquiry.

“Those who are involved in 
the tragic incident will not be 
spared,” he added.

Deb Burman told reporters 
that during his visit to the girl’s 
home he had found that her 
father had died two years ago 

and her mother, who runs the 
family with a meagre monthly 
income of  INR 4000 working 
in a private school, is suffering 
from brain tumour. The girl’s 
brother is a minor.

“The government will pro-
vide INR 5 lakh to the victim’s 
family on humanitarian grounds 
and will do more as and when 
necessary,” the deputy chief  
minister said.

Education Minister Ratan 
Lal Nath described the incident 
as “very tragic and unfortunate” 
and said the guilty must be 
punished.

Revenue Minister N C Deb-
barma expressing his shock over 
the incident said 

“I hope the CID will ensure 
stringent punishment against 

those who are involved in the 
tragic end of  a bright student 
under provisions of the SC/ST 
Prevention of Atrocities Act.” 

West Tripura district super-
intendent of  police Ajit Pratap 
Singh said that a case under 
section 306 IPC (abetment to 
suicide) was lodged accusing 
the hypermarket and the school 
authorities for the suicide.

The police have interrogated 
the hypermart authority and 
seized the CCTV footage of the 
day when the girl was allegedly 
humiliated.

The girl entered the large 
retail store at 11 a.m and exited 
it at 1 p.m on May 23. We have 
seized CCTV footage of the day. 

We have also seized the mo-
bile phone of the girl,” he said.



5STATE /BUSINESS
Eastern Mirror  |  Dimapur, Wednesday, May 30, 2018

PTI
A model displays the new Vivo X21 mobile phone during its launch, 
in New Delhi on Tuesday, May 29.

Coal India net 
profit down 
52% in Q4

Industrial 
oils recover in 
lacklustre trade

IndiGo to levy fuel surcharge as jet fuel prices soar

Vivo X21 with in-display 
fingerprint scanner now in India

Sustain structural reforms 
having ground-level impact — CII

Kolkata, May 29 (IANS) 
Coal India on Tuesday 
reported a 52 per cent 
fall in its consolidated 
net profit to Rs 1,295.34 
crore during the quar-
ter ended March 31, 
2018, as compared to Rs 
2,718.8 crore in the year-
ago period.

Its revenue from 
operations during the 
quarter under review 
was at Rs 26,909.17 
crore, up by 8.28 per 
cent from Rs 24,851.46 
crore in the correspond-
ing quarter of 2016-17.

However, the miner 
said post applicability of 
Goods and Services tax 
(GST) from July 1, 2017, 
“revenue from opera-
tions are disclosed net 
of GST”. Accordingly, 
the revenue from opera-
tions and total expenses 
for the quarter are not 
comparable with the 
corresponding period of 
previous fiscal.

The company’s to-
tal expenses during the 
March quarter stood 
at Rs 27,757.18 crore 
as against Rs 22,352.75 
crore in the same quar-
ter of previous fiscal.

Its employee ben-
efits expense increased 
sharply to Rs 16,653.86 
crore in the fourth quar-
ter of 2017-18 as com-
pared with Rs 9,240.67 
crore in the same period 
last year.

Employee benefits 
expense for the quarter 
includes a provision of 
Rs 646.87 crore towards 
pay revision of the ex-
ecutive employees.

The coal behemoth 
produced 183.45 mil-
lion tonnes during Janu-
ary to March period of 
2017-18 and its off-take 
during the period was at 
158.86 million tonnes.

The miner also re-
ported a 24 per cent 
fall in its consolidated 
net profit for the finan-
cial year 2017-18 to Rs 
7,020.22 crore as com-
pared to Rs 9,279.77 
crore in 2016-17.

Mumbai, May 29 (PTI): 
Castor seeds bold and 
castor oil commercial 
recovered modestly in 
an otherwise lacklustre 
Vashi oils and oilseeds 
wholesale market here 
today following renewed 
demand from soaps and 
shipping industries.

On the other hand, 
linseeds oil declined 
owing to sluggish de-
mand from paint and al-
lied industries.

Meanwhile, ground-
nut oil and refined pal-
molein ended stable 
in the absence of any 
large-scale buying ac-
tivities.

In the non-edible 
segment, castor seeds 
bold regained by Rs 10 
per 100 kg to Rs 4,025 
from Monday’s close at 
Rs 4,015 and castor oil 
commercial edged up 
by Rs 2 per 10 kg to Rs 
835 as against Rs 833, 
yesterday.

Regd No.364/2018        Dated: 26.05.18
I Shri, Paudipanbo, son 
of Lt. Dinribo, aged about 
43 years and resident of H/
No.2428/13 Lungwiram, 
Full Nagarjan, in the district 
of Dimapur do hereby 
solemnly affirm an oath 
and declares that the name 
Paudipanbo and Paudi 
Renta pertains and refer to 
one and the same person 
ie, me. D
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DECLARATION

K-1734 CONTACT:7085605328, 8259060800

AFFIDAVIT
I, Shri. Zavishio Khieya, Son of Lt. Mato Khieya, aged about 52 
years, present resident of P.W.D Colony, Kohima, Nagaland do hereby 
solemnly affirm and declare as follows:-
1. That I am a bonafide citizen of India.
2. That my correct and official name is Zavishio Khieya.
3. That I was previous called/known as Zavishio Waco Khieya and 

my name Zavishio Waco Khieya has been entered/recorded in my 
some of my official records and documents.

4. That I hereby declare that henceforth and herewith I revoke my name 
Zavishio Waco Khieya and shall use my name as Zavishio Khieya 
for all official purposes, future references and correspondences.

5. That the above names Zavishio Waco Khieya and Zavishio Khieya 
refer to one and the same person, i.e., myself.

6. That this affidavit is made to declare that henceforth and herewith I 
shall be called/known/referred/addressed as Zavishio Khieya.

That the statements from para 1- 7 are true to the best of my 
knowledge and nothing false has been stated. I sign this affidavit before 
the competent authority at Kohima, on this the 29th day of May, 2018. 

Deponent
Notary Public/ Magistrate

K-1732

Regd. No : 1211/18 Date: 29/05/2018(Declaration)

AFFIDAVIT
I, Smti. Kevideno Khieya, wife of Shri, Zavishio Khieya, aged about 46 
years, present resident of P.W.D colony, Kohima, Nagaland do hereby 
solemnly affirm and declare as follows:-
1. That I am a bonafide citizen of India.
2. That I am the legal and lawful wedded wife of Shri, Zavishio Khieya.
3. That I have been using my maiden name as Kevideno Sophie in my 

official documents and record.
4. That by virtue of my marriage to Shri. Zavishio Khieya, I hereby 

declare that henceforth and herewith I revoke my surname ‘Sophie’ 
and shall use the surname of my husband i.e. ‘Khieya’ and shall 
be referred to as ‘Kevideno Khieya’ for all official purposes, future 
references and correspondences.

5. That the above names Kevideno Khieya and Kevideno Sophie 
refers to one and the same person, i.e. myself.

6. That this affidavit is made to declare that henceforth and herewith I 
shall be called/known/referred addressed as Kevideno Khieya.

That the statements from para 1-8 are true to the best of my knowledge 
and nothing false has been stated. I sign this affidavit before the 
competent authority at Kohima, on this the 29th day of May, 2018. 

Deponent
Notary Public/ Magistrate

K-1733

Regd. No : 1212/18 Date: 29/05/2018(Declaration)

ELITE ACADEMY

Admission Going on for:
1) Coaching for N P S C / U P S C Prelims 

Exam 2018, SSC and Banking
2) Coaching for class 10 ( All subjects ) & 12 

Repeaters (Arts, Science and Commerce)
3) Computer Courses 
4) Special Coaching for Stenography and 

Typewriting
5) Spoken English (Communicative English)

NEAR NEW N S T BUS STATION
KOHIMA

PH. 9862034454

K-1730

NO. DTE/ ESTT-2/3/2016-17/ : This is for general information that Institute of Chartered 
Financial Analysts of India University, Tripura have reserved 20 seats for undergoing 
Diploma courses during 2018-19 session i.e. 5 (five) seats each under the following 
discipline as given below.

Sl. 
No.

Branch Duration Eligibility

1 B. Sc. in emergency Medical 
Technology

3 years 6 
months

Pass in 10+2 (Science) with 45% marks in PCB. 5% 
marks relaxation for SC/ST/OBC candidates

2 B. Sc. In Cardiology -do -do-
3 B Sc. In Dialysis Technology -do- -do-
4 Bachelor in Medical Records 3 years 3 

months
Pass in 10+2 (any stream) with 45% marks. 5% marks 
relaxation for SC/ST/OBC candidates

Interested candidates may apply through application in plain paper. Last date for 
submission of application to the office of the undersigned supported by necessary 
documents is 10th June, 2018.

NOTIFICATION Dt. Kohima, the           th  May, 2018.

KG-2543

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF TECHNICAL EDUCATION

NAGALAND, KOHIMA- 797001

(ER. ARJUN SINGH)
DirectorIssued by DIPR

Eligible Private Secular Colleges and Government 
permitted Theological Colleges are hereby 
informed to download the Grant-in-Aid form for 
the year 2018-2019 through the Department’s 
website www.highereducation.nagaland.gov.
in and submit the filled up form to the undersigned 
from 1st to 20th June 2018. Forms will not be 
accepted after the stipulated date. 

NOTIFICATION
NO. HED/GIA/2011-12/  /Dated Kohima, the 22nd May 2018

KG-2545

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF HIGHER EDUCATION

NAGALAND : KOHIMA

Sd/-
DIRECTOR 

HIGHER EDUCATION

NOTIFICATION
NO. DTE/ ESTT-2/3/2016-17/ : This is for general information of 
all the candidates who have applied for undergoing 3 (three) 
years Diploma course outside the state during session 2018-
19 and have not submitted their HSLC/HSSLC mark sheets 
are hereby directed to submit the same to the office of the 
undersign on or before 5th June, 2018.

(ER. ARJUN SINGH)
Director

Dt. Kohima, the           th May, 2018.

KG-2544

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF TECHNICAL EDUCATION

NAGALAND, KOHIMA- 797001

Issued by DIPR

FELICITATION
The Kewhimia Zhavipfüko Krotho, Kohima Village with 
immense pride and honour would like to congratulate 
its members.
1. Miss Virienuo Emelia Solo, daughter of Dr. Avilie 

Solo and Dr. Menguzenuo Solo for securing 1st 
topper HSSLC (Science Stream) Examination 2018.

2. Miss. Vivotsonuo Sorhie daughter of Late. Mr Vizolie 
Sorhie and Dr. Rüütuo-ü Sorhie for securing 1st 
topper HSLC Examination 2018.

3. Miss Mhasilenuo Mechülho daughter of Mr 
Khriesakuolie Mechülho and Mrs. Abeno Mechülho 
for securing 4th topper HSSLC (Arts Stream) 
Examination 2018.

4. Miss Neingusanuo Kire daughter of  
Mr Ruokuolhoulie Kire and Mrs Lhoubeituonuo Kire 
for securing 8th topper HSLC Examination 2018.

The Krotho also congratulates all its members 
who have successfully passed the HSLC and HSSLC 
Examination 2018 and wishes them successs in all their 
future endeavours.

 Sd/- Sd/-
 Kelhouse-ü Solo Khriebeizonuo Rutsa
 President Secretary
  Kewhimia Zhavipfü Krotho Kewhimia Zhavipfü Krotho
 Kohima Village Kohima Village

K-1731

OFFICE OF THE
KEWHIMIA ZHAVIPFÜKO KROTHO

KOHIMA VILLAGE

1. Last Date of Admission to Class-11(Science & 
Commerce) 04/06/2018, Admission on first come 
first serve basis. Limited Seat. 

2. Regular Classes from 06/06/2018. Students are to attend the 
class with proper uniform.

3. Parents/Guradian are requested to attend introductory session 
on 6th June, 2018 at 9:00 A.M.

4. ADMISSION  CRITERIA :
Admission to Class – 11 SCIENCE – A student should pass HSLC-2018 
and to secure minimum 100 marks combined in Science & Maths (Each 
subject not less than 45 external marks) 
Admission to Class – 11 COMMERCE – A student should pass HSLC 
-2018 and to secure minimum 100 marks combined in Maths & English 
(But not less than 45 external marks in each).
5.  FOR FEMALE STUDENT 5 MARKS RELAXATION WILL BE GIVEN IN ANY 

ONE SUBJECT.
*Free Studentship for HSLC Rank Holder.
For details see Notice Board and Prospectus.

DP-422

PRANAB VIDYAPITH HR. SEC. SCHOOL
(Science & Commerce)

Milan Mandir Road, Dimapur, Nagaland.
Phone : (03862) 232455/ 233012

ADMISSION NOTICE – 2018

Sd/- Principal, PVHSS.
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Dimapur, May 29 (EMN): There 
are now strong indications that the 
economy is set on a recovery path. 
The impact of sustained structural 
reforms is now being felt on the 
ground as a mammoth economy is 
turning around, said the president 
Confederation of Indian Industry 
(CII), Rakesh Bharti Mittal.

Businesses across several key 
sectors are experiencing firm growth 
in sales and orders, indicating bet-
ter capacity utilization and higher 
investment expectations,” he added.

“The feedback from businesses 
is that the rebound in the economy 
is now firmly entrenched and the 
positive impact of the actions taken 
by the government, including major 
structural reforms, are being felt on 
the ground,” added Mittal.

According to CII, strong rural 
consumption is reflected in sectors 
such as consumer non-durables, 
two-wheelers and tractors. Prudent 
macroeconomic management has 
encouraged growth and investments 
for capacity expansion are being 
planned as demand conditions re-

cover, the press release received from 
the CII Nagaland branch stated.

The government has avoided 
slippage in the fiscal deficit despite 
the rise in oil prices. Inflation too has 
remained under control to the extent 
possible even as cost of oil is going 
up, it added.  

The capital goods sector is show-
ing steady improvement and order 
books are filling up. Exports, too, are 
poised to grow at a faster pace in the 
current fiscal year, which started on a 
good note, noted CII.

Nagaland branch talks shop
The annual meeting of the Naga-

land State Council of Confederation 
of Indian Industry (CII) was con-
ducted on May 25 at Hotel Seb Tower 
in Dimapur.

A press release from the CII on 
Tuesday informed that the meeting 
deliberated particularly with regard 
to adoption and implementation of 
government ITI by CII members un-
der Public Private Partnership (PPP) 
mode and the ongoing review of 
Nagaland industrial policy by the de-
partment of Industries & Commerce. 

According to the updates, the 
CII had been pursuing to organise 
Northeast entrepreneurs summit and 
exhibition in Dimapur in association 
with DoNER and NEDFi. 

For the stated reason, the meet-
ing resolved to mobilise funding 
agencies to organise the event at the 
earliest. The members present have 
agreed collectively to approach genu-
ine entrepreneurs and induct twenty 
new members during 2018-19.

An update also mentioned that, 
with the national e-way bill system 
compulsory for intra-state move-
ment of goods from June 1. 

The CII state branch had resolved 
to organize a workshop on e-way bill 
in Dimapur on June 23.

It was informed that the members 
unanimously elected C Merenla, 
MD of Fine Windows Company as 
the chairman of CII Nagaland State 
Council for 2018-19. 

The members expressed ap-
preciation to outgoing chairman 
Neichute Doulo for his contribution 
towards the growth of CII and also the 
business community. 

New Delhi, May 29 (IANS): Budget 
passenger carrier IndiGo on Tuesday 
said that it has decided to reintroduce 
fuel surcharge on the back of a sharp 
uptick in the price of Aviation Turbine 
Fuel (ATF).

According to the company, it 
will reintroduce fuel surcharge on 
domestic flights effective from May 
30, 2018. 

The development assumes signif-
icance as jet fuel represents around 
40 per cent of an airline’s operations 

cost. 
Further, the company said that 

depreciation in the Indian rupee has 
become an additional cost burden.

Accordingly, the airline will levy 
a sum of Rs 200 on routes less than 
1,000 km distance, and Rs 400 on 
routes longer than 1,000 km distance. 

“With ATF prices in India having 
risen around 25 per cent in the cur-
rent month compared to the same 
period last year, and at the highest 
in last three years, the airline is com-

pelled to pass some of the increased 
cost burden to customers as a fuel 
surcharge,” IndiGo’s Chief Commer-
cial Officer Sanjay Kumar was quoted 
as saying in a statement. 

“In the context of the past decade, 
where air fares in India have reduced 
by nearly 50 per cent in real terms 
(i.e. adjusted for inflation), we are 
confident that this marginal increase 
in the form of fuel surcharge will not 
have any significant adverse impact 
on demand.”

N e w  D e l h i ,  M a y  2 9 
(IANS) :Introducing a 
brand new technology 
in the Indian smart-
phone market, Chinese 
player Vivo on Tuesday 
launched “X21” which 
is touted as the world’s 
first device to sport in-
display fingerprint sen-
sor with utmost security.

Priced at Rs 35,990, 

Vivo X21 is available in 
black across select of-
fline stores, Flipkart and 
the company’s own on-
line store.

“Pushing the innova-
tion threshold, Vivo has 
successfully pioneered 
the secure and intuitive 
in-display fingerprint 
scanning technology. 
We are proud to bring 

this industry-first fea-
ture to the Indian market 
with the Vivo X21,” Kent 
Cheng, CEO, Vivo India, 
told reporters here. 

T h e  s m a r t p h o n e 
comes with 6.28-inch 
“FullView” display with 
19:9 aspect ratio. The 
FHD+ display with 1.66-
mm side bezels offers 
90.3 per cent screen-to-
body ratio, the company 
said.

X21 is equipped with 
12MP front and rear 
cameras which has dual-
pixel sensors and an ad-
ditional 5MP rear sensor.

A c c o rd i n g  t o  t h e 
company, the sensors 
on Vivo X21 help sig-
nificantly boost picture 
clarity owing to a larger 
pixel count.

The device sports 
Qualcomm Snapdragon 
660 chipset paired with 
6GB RAM and 128GB 
storage.

Vivo X21 features 
Hi-Fi audio and “Deep 
Field” technology that 
lets users experience 
panoramic surround, 
mega bass, clear voice 
effects and various envi-
ronmental audio effects.

The device runs An-
droid 8.1 Oreo OS with 
the company’s custom 
FunTouch 4.0 skin on top 
and fuelled by 3,200mAh 
battery.
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From Hate to Love
I

t was in the early nineties that a singer composer 
from Nagaland sang “Election, election go away 
from Nagaland” in many churches and other 
church related events across Nagaland. By elec-

tions he meant the democratic electoral process that 
was conducted in the state as part of the democratic 
process of the country in the form of the Assembly 
elections and the Lok Sabha elections, especially the 
former.

It was understandable at that time that elections 
should evoke such strong emotions since the state 
had gone through the most controversial of all elec-
tions in 1987 and 1989. The use of money added with 
increased number of violent incidences marked the 
two elections in just a span of 2 years. It is recalled by 
many that the darker side of elections started from 
1982 in Nagaland especially in some districts. Later by 
1993 the armed cadres of the Naga national political 
groups had also started to involve in the state assem-
bly elections.

The Church in Nagaland had somehow followed 
the Christian maxim of ‘Render unto Ceasar, what 
belongs to Ceasar’ even in the case of elections for 
many years. On one hand the church looked the other 
way when the various anti social activities were be-
ing indulged in during elections. On the other hand it 
instead condemned the very process of elections, as 
evident from such protest songs against elections that 
were sung in the churches. The general understand-
ing that a process foreign to the Nagas was being sud-
denly imposed upon was also quite prevalent among 
the people and the Church was also not an exception.

However, unlike other Christian institutions else-
where, the Church in Nagaland is also shaped ac-
cording to the unique local setups of village, area or 
region and tribe. The result of such a system is that the 
churches also have their own share of intrigues and 
power plays although the degree of severity will differ 
from tribe to tribe. Notwithstanding the presence of 
so-called full time church workers [as referred to the 
clergy and its staff in Nagaland], the churches in Na-
galand are actually run by the community and not the 
priests! Moreover, impoverished as the villages and 
the tribes are, the Church is always dependent on the 
employed government officials, well-to-do contrac-
tors and the politicians for its various missions.

Much water has flowed in the last four decades 
that the church in Nagaland has finally accepted that 
elections are here to stay. It has taken a bold step not 
to shy away anymore from condemning the corrupt 
practices during elections. It has changed its relation-
ship with elections from that of hate to love. Can the 
Church in Nagaland take another bold step and start 
leading by example?

Grand Canyon South Rim.

God’s love is beyond words.

Not long ago I sent my wife, Cari, a text message 
using only voice prompts. I was on my way out 
the door to give her a ride home from work and 

intended to send the words, “Where would you like me 
to pick you up, old gal?”

Cari doesn’t mind my calling her “old gal”—it’s one 
of the affectionate nicknames we use around the house. 
But my cell phone didn’t “understand” the phrase, and 
sent the words “old cow” instead.

Fortunately for me, Cari immediately understood 
what had happened and found it funny. She later posted 
my text message on social media and asked, “Should I 
be offended?” We were both able to laugh about it.

My wife’s loving response to my awkward words that 
day makes me think about God’s loving understanding 
of our prayers. We may not know what to say when we 
pray or even what to ask for, but when we belong to 
Christ, His Spirit within “intercedes for us through word-
less groans” (Romans 8:26) and lovingly helps us ar-
ticulate our deepest needs before Him.

Our heavenly Father doesn’t stand at a distance wait-
ing for us to get our words right. We can come to Him 
with every need, assured that He understands and re-
ceives us with love.

Abba, Father, thank You that I can come to You 
without fear of having to get my words just right. Help 

me to keep company with You today.

DAILY

PATH
When Words Fail

BIBLE READ:  ROMANS 8:22–27
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

May your unfailing love be with us, Lord, 
 even as we put our hope in you.     

~   Psalm 33:22

Karishma Saurabh Kalita  | IANS

The Grand Canyon; Where Time Stands Still 

Response to “An Open Letter to Her Respectable and Honourable Adinno Phizo, President NNC”

Reducing Global Warming Can Prevent 
Millions of Dengue Cases — Study

Decoded: Why Heart Function 
is Reduced at High Altitude

H
ere I was standing overlook-
ing centuries of ancient his-
tory at one of the seven nat-
ural wonders of the world. 

Painted in the bright hues of orange, 
brown and green with the Colorado riv-
er flowing beneath it, even time stands 
still at the Grand Canyon.

I started my journey to the South 
Rim of this majestic wonder from a city 
called Sedona located in Arizona’s Red 
Rock, to a small little town called Tusay-
an. The South Rim is the most visited 
side of the Grand Canyon and is open to 
the public 12 months a year, while the 
North Rim which has the famous Ante-
lope Canyon and the Horse Shoe Bend, 
remains closed in the winter and opens 
for tourists from May.

To experience the Canyon, one can 
either opt for a helicopter, choose the 
Pink Jeep services, stay at a lodge in-
side the park or can either hike or cycle 
around. 

I opted for the Pink Jeep service, 
which begins from the National Geo-
graphic Grand Canyon Visitor Centre in 
Tusayan. The drive is about 20 minutes. 
Also it is advisable to carry food sup-
plies, water and a light jacket.

The 443 km-long Grand Canyon’s 
story began over 1,800 million years ago 
as volcanic island chains collided with 
a young, developing North American 
continent. The collisions were violent. 
After the rocks cooled, the core of the 
mountains were exposed as a hard rock 
plain under a mantle of mineral soil. 
Thus, the foundation of the Grand Can-
yon was laid.

The Colorado river made its way 
through the Canyon only some five mil-
lion years ago. It carved its way down 
towards sea level triggering erosion and 
carrying debris to the river’s delta in the 
Gulf of California. One can taste the wa-
ter at various springs located through-
out the park area.

The flowing of the river did most of 
the Canyon’s carving.

It receives all four seasons in a year 
although rainfall and snow have re-
duced over time due to global warming.

The drive to the Canyon was full of 
information provided by our jeep’s driv-
er, William, a full-blooded Hopi Native 
American. The Hopis were one of the 

first settlers in the Canyon.
“Our tribe came here thousands 

of years ago and have been here ever 
since,” said William whose Hopi name 
is “Sohveymah” meaning the Milky Way 
Galaxy.

Besides the Hopis, the Navajo, Ha-
vasupai and the Yavapai tribes also set-
tled in and around the Canyon.

According to modern day anthro-
pologists, the native people arrived in 
the North American continent via the 
Bering Strait in Asia some 150,000 years 
ago.

“We are the oldest living culture in 
the Americas. Even after so many years, 
we keep our own records and know 
exactly where we come from. We were 
brought here by divine guidance,” Wil-
liam added.

There are currently about 13,000 
Hopis in Arizona.

To experience the Canyon first 
hand, I took a short hike down the 
Hermit’s Trail, one of the five hiking 
trails in the South Rim. Going down 
the trail is quite easy in the beginning, 

but it gets steeper and rockier. The 
trail starts at Hermit’s Rest and ends 
at Santa Maria Spring with a natural 
water pool and waterfalls. A word of 
advice: It would be best served to wear 
hiking shoes and apply loads of sun-
screen lotion.

The rocks lining this trail are full of 
fossilised shells of various extinct sea 
animals as this area was under water 
before the Canyon rose. One needs to 
pay full attention to their surroundings 
while hiking. Clicking pictures while 
walking is a no-no as danger lurks at 
every step. According to park data, one 
person reportedly falls to his/her death 
every two months.

Flora and fauna thrives in this area. 
The vegetation includes drought-toler-
ant plants as well as a mixture of ever-
greens and desert plants. Pinion pines, 
yuca juniper, banana yucca and some 
15 different species of cacti are found 
here. Animals include the elk and mule 
deer, bobcats, rattle snakes, cottontail 
rabbit, different species of birds and 
even mountain lions.

Besides the Canyon, the South Rim 
has plenty other offerings such as the 
Yavapai Geology Museum which pro-
vides an insight to the origins of the 
Canyon; the Grand Canyon Village 
that hosts historic buildings such as 
the El Tovar Hotel and Bright Angel 
Lodge; Hopi House Gift Store and 
Art Gallery, a historic souvenir shop 
built in 1905; and the Grand Canyon 
Depot also known as the Grand Can-
yon Railroad Station which was con-
structed in 1909.

I ended my visit with a 40-minute 
IMAX film on the Canyon and lunch at 
the National Geographic Grand Canyon 
Visitor Centre.

No matter how many books one 
reads or films one watches about the 
Grand Canyon, true justice is done only 
when one personally witnesses this nat-
ural treasure trove of ancient history. In 
that, I was doubly lucky.

(Karishma Saurabh Kalita’s visit was 
sponsored by Brand America. She can 
be contacted at karishma.k@ians.in)

Dear Mr. Featherman,
Your article “An open letter to her respectable and 

honourable Adinno Phizo, President NNC”, Eastern 
Mirror dated May 24, 2018 has put forth some ques-
tions in regard to the speech of Adinno Phizo. Presi-
dent NNC on the Plebiscite Day of the Nagas. This 
Letter seeks to clarify and answer those questions you 
have put forth. Note that this letter therefore, is a re-
sponse and not a reaction and is without malice.

Firstly, to clarify and answer the sentence in ques-
tion i.e. “The strange thing is that no honest Indian 
among a billion people”, here are a few points to pon-
der upon-

This sentence does not refer to corruption in India 
or Indian related governance. I/We have no intention 
in meddling or interfering, or making remarks on the 
internal affairs of a neighbouring country.

This sentence also does not mean that there are no 
Indian well- wishers who means well for the Nagas. I/
We do acknowledge that there are many Indians with 
good intentions toward Nagas and Nagaland.

What this sentence really means is that there seems 
to be no single Indian who would believe the truth that 
Nagaland is not India as established by legal and his-
torical facts and events. For this very reason inspite of 
your (Indians) many good intentions, the Indo-Naga 
conflict is hypocritically viewed with a patronising at-
titude as a socio-economic and political problem. 

The truth is however, far from being a socio-eco-
nomic problem or a political problem. The truth is that 
the Indo-Naga conflict is a case of India invading our 

country, Nagaland. It is an act of aggression and not an 
internal political problem of India but is rather a bi-
lateral issue. Nehru himself said, “Those….. Frontiers 
which are neither India nor Burma” and yet it was the 
patronising Nehruvian policies and the legacy of the 
colonial period that has created the problem between 
India and Nagaland. 

In the light of these reasons, as mentioned, I/ we 
am/are not blaming every Indian individual. But what 
is surprising is that no Indian individual seems to re-
alise the fact that India has invaded a neighboring for-
eign territory. Therefore the day any Indian sees the 
truth and acts upon it will be the day we will rejoice. 
Just having good intentions and wishing us well and 
offering us monetary help will not do us any good for 
it is said, “The road to hell is paved with good inten-
tions”. This is exactly what has happened as India with 
all good intentions have poured in money to keep the 
Nagas and Nagaland under her occupation and has 
perpetuated the Indo-Naga problem and also brought 
about myriad of other problems while many Indians 
still starve and stay homeless.

We Nagas cannot afford to live in enmity with our 
neighbours. We would rather bridge the gap. India was 
not even our immediate neighbor until Assam became 
part of India and we do know India and Indians only 
through British colonial administration of Assam. To-
day we therefore, hope to live as friendly neighbours 
rather than feuding family members for we are neither 
from one father nor from one mother but born of differ-
ent stock. Neighbours are friendly when both respect 
each other’s boundaries and borders. The problem 

begins when borders are disregarded. Globalisation 
does not mean sacrificing your national boundaries 
and borders but inspite of borders two countries can 
co-operate on many terms such as trade, economy, et 
al. This is how the relationship between two countries 
should be. So, we envision that India and Indians can 
come to the realisation that we (Nagaland and India) 
can live as two distinct but extremely friendly neigh-
bours. This then will not just be the gate but the be-
ginning of the golden age or era-together) as friendly 
neighbours). 

Furthermore, the mentioned sentence for which 
your article was written and this response has been 
stated is not with malicious or derogatory intent but 
to provoke the intellect of conscientious citizens of In-
dia. I/we therefore am/are glad that at least one intel-
lect has been provoked. I/we also hence, thank you for 
your very thought provoking and sensitive response to 
the sentence of the speech of the President, NNC and 
for giving me/us this opportunity and privilege to re-
spond. 

My /our generations have suffered much under 
Indian occupation but I hope that this little commu-
nication between us serves to bridge the distance and 
bring lasting friendship between our two countries. 
You are also most welcome to personally get in touch 
with our office for any further discussion of interest. 
Thank you. 

May God bless you. 
Sincerely yours, 

Kolezo Chase, 
Spokesman of the Naga National Council.

L
imiting global warm-
ing below 1.5 degrees 
Celsius, as per the UN 
Paris Agreement, would 

stop dengue spreading to areas 
where incidence is currently 
low, say researchers.

Dengue is the fastest grow-
ing mosquito-borne disease 
across the world today, causing 
nearly 400 million infections 
every year. 

According to the World 
Health Organization (WHO), 
in the last 50 years, dengue has 
spread from being present in a 
handful of countries to being 
endemic in 128 countries and 
its incidence has increased 30-
fold in this time period. 

India reported a total of 
99,913 dengue cases and 220 
deaths in 2015.

The findings showed that 
limiting global warming to 2 
degrees Celsius, could reduce 
dengue cases by up to 2.8 mil-
lion cases per year by the end of 
the century compared to a sce-
nario in which the global tem-
perature rises by 3.7 degrees 
Celsius.

A global warming trajectory 
of 3.7 degrees Celsius could 
lead to an increase of up to 7.5 
million additional cases per 
year by the middle of this cen-
tury.

Limiting warming further 
to 1.5 degrees Celsius, produc-
es an additional drop in cases 
of up to half a million per year.

“There is growing concern 
about the potential impacts 
of climate change on human 
health. While it is recognised 
that limiting warming to 1.5 
degrees Celsius would have 
benefits for human health, the 
magnitude of these benefits 
remains mostly unquantified,” 
said Felipe Colon-Gonzalez, 
from the University of East An-
glia in Britain’s Norwich.

“This is the first study to 
show that reductions in warm-
ing from 2 degrees Celcius to 
1.5 degrees Celcius could have 
important health benefits,” he 
added.

The Paris Climate Agree-
ment aims to hold global-
mean temperature well below 
2 degrees Celsius and to pursue 

efforts to limit it to 1.5 degrees 
Celsius above preindustrial lev-
els.

“Warming has already 
reached 1 degrees Celsius 
above pre-industrial levels, and 
the current trajectory, if coun-
tries meet their international 
pledges to reduce carbon diox-
ide (CO2), is around 3 degree 
celcius -- so clearly a lot more 
needs to be done to reduce 
CO2 and quickly if we are to 
avoid these impacts,” noted 
Iain Lake, from the UEA.

For the study, published in 
the journal Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences 
(PNAS), the team studied clini-
cal and laboratory confirmed 
dengue reports in Latin Amer-
ica and used computer models 
to predict the impacts of warm-
ing under different climate sce-
narios.

Dengue symptoms include 
fever, headache, muscle and 
joint pain. There is no specific 
treatment or vaccine for den-
gue and in rare cases, it can be 
lethal.

Source: IANS

L
ow amount of oxygen 
at moutain peaks de-
creases the volume 
of blood circulating 

around the body, and increases 
blood pressure in the lungs, re-
sulting in reduced heart func-
tion at high altitudes, say re-
searchers.

However, the research-
ers also found that while both 
these factors impact blood 
flow, it surprisingly does not 
impact the body’s ability to ex-
ercise to its fullest extent.

The findings will be impor-
tant for people who live, travel 
and exercise at high altitudes.

The research improves our 
understanding of how the hu-
man body adapts to high al-
titude areas and will help us 
make exploration and tourism 
of Earth’s mountainous regions 
safer, and may also help facili-
tate exercise performance in a 
wide range of sporting events 
that take place at high altitude, 
said researchers led by Michael 
Stembridge, from the Cardiff 
Metropolitan University in 

Wales, Britain
“We hope to apply the 

findings of this work to help 
improve the health and well-
being of these populations by 
furthering our understanding 
of the condition and exploring 
therapeutic targets,” he said.

Many people who visit high 
altitudes suffer from “Chronic 
Mountain Sickness”, which oc-
curs when there is lower oxy-
gen pressure present. It results 
in shortness of breath, head-
ache, and a fast heartbeat.

For the research, published 
in The Journal of Physiology, 
the team collected data of a 
small group on how the heart 
and pulmonary blood vessels 
adapt to life with less oxygen. 

The researchers and par-
ticipants conducted the study 
during two weeks at a remote 
research facility in California.

Furthermore, echocardiog-
raphy was used to assess car-
diac and pulmonary vascular 
function which is non-invasive 
and indirect.

Source: IANS



Sadly, as I write this 
piece, three isolated ru-
ral communities in the 
Democratic Republic of  

the Congo are being “invaded” 
by an infectious disease, Ebola. 
Such infectious disease disas-
ters remain a major threat to 
many isolated communities 
around the world.

Historically, we know of  
the impact of  infectious dis-
eases from the “Old World” 
(Europe) on the “New World” 
(everywhere else). But many 
of  these are based on scanty 
records, historical accounts and 
occasionally archaeological 
materials.

It’s often hard to confirm 
the agent, or the actual numbers 
of  cases and deaths. However, 
all tell the story of  major social, 
cultural and human tragedy, 
and in some cases decimation 
of  whole villages. There are 
some well-documented cases 
of  the disproportionate effect 
of  infectious diseases on iso-
lated communities – too many 
in fact.
Isolated peoples affected by 
infectious diseases
As recently as the 1960s and 
1970s when some of  the last 
Amazonian populations were 
contacted by people from out-
side their communities, death 
rates of  up to 75% were record-
ed. These deaths were due to a 
broad range of  infectious dis-
eases, often acting together, and 
the lack of  suitable prevention 
and care to manage the disease 
impacts.

In Rio Bio Bio, in Chile, 
smallpox arrived in 1791 via 
nomadic traders visiting the 
community. As the traders 
moved from chiefdom to chief-
dom, smallpox stayed behind, 
with deadly outcomes. Inten-
sifying the transmission were 
the funerals and wakes held for 
the chiefs who died. As villag-

ers were unable to define what 
was happening, witches were 
blamed.

In 1846, a carpenter from 
Denmark travelled to the Faroe 
islands to build houses for 
the inhabitants. However, he 
brought with him the measles 
virus, which spread to  6,000 of  
the Islands’ 7,782 people. Some 
8-10% of the infants and the 
over 60-year-olds died. Most 
of  the homes he had built re-
mained empty.

The supply ship “Har-
mony” arrived into the Inuit 
community of  Okak (now 
part of  Canada) on November 
4, 1918. But within five days 
of  the ship’s departure, eight 
people died from Spanish flu, 
carried by those on board. By 
Christmas of  that year, the 
flu had killed 204 of  the 263 
residents of  Okak, which was 
the largest Inuit community in 
Labrador. By summer of  the 
next year, all the survivors had 
left the area.

On the other side of  the 
world, Yule Island in Papua 
New Guinea had epidemics of  
whooping cough in 1909 and 
1918, with up to six to seven 
people in every hundred dying 
from the disease. In these small 
communities, influenza struck 
20 to 49-year-olds, with a 40% 
death rate between 1920 and 
1960, through six epidemics.

A young Brazilian boy 
travelled to Yanomano land in 
Southern Venezuela in 1968. 
He arrived sick with measles, 
and within three months, a 
measles epidemic had spread 
from this “index case” over 
hundreds of  kilometres of  wa-
terways and to 15 villages. Up 
to 70% of people in these com-
munities were sick and between 
10-18% of infected people died.
Why are isolated popula-
tions so vulnerable?
The main factor that makes iso-

lated populations so vulnerable 
to infectious catastrophes is a 
lack of  immunity. Our immune 
system learns how to defend 
us by encountering bugs and 
remembering how to destroy 
them. This is known as natural 
exposure. And this exposure 
not only comes from what our 
own immune system has learnt, 
but also our mother’s. Through 
breastfeeding, babies’ immune 
systems pick up some of  the 
mother’s antigens, for a time.

In the modern world, per-
haps the largest source of  
“learning” for our immune 
system is through vaccinations. 

This is, of  course, the premise 
by which vaccinations work.

In the ‘70s, the term “virgin 
soil” epidemics was coined, to 
describe the devastating effects 
infectious diseases can have in 
communities with low immu-
nity.

Some of  the additional factors 
affecting the burden of  infectious 
diseases in these communities 
include:
  physical factors, such as lo-
cal access to nutritious foods, 
what type of  housing people 
have and how many people live 
close together;

 community factors, such as 
availability of  health care, the 
level and type of  contact with 
animals (which may be reser-
voirs of  infection), availability 
of  safe water and sanitation;
 household factors, which 
means crowding of  living quar-
ters, food resources available in 
communities and families, the 
means of  preparation of  those 
foods and their nutritional sta-
tus;
 cultural factors, includ-
ing the role of  traditional cur-
ing techniques may aggravate 
an illness and cause death, or 
cause delays in accessing the 

care that may work. Indigenous 
medical knowledge can be lost 
over the years. And fear of  the 
“unknown” or stigma may af-
fect care-seeking behaviours;
 politico-economic factors, 
such as social structure and po-
litical organisation can affect 
who has access to many of  the 
above factors. Critical to sur-
vival of  the communities is the 
social structure and leadership 
to harness the community reac-
tions and lifesaving responses 
to the “invasion”.

When several cases occur 
in the same house, secondary 
cases become more intensively 

exposed than the primary case. 
Many of  these communities 
may be experiencing several 
infectious at the same time – 
these infections can then act to-
gether and increase the severity 
of  each of  them.

This “amplification effect” 
is exacerbated by large family 
sizes and crowded living con-
ditions, often found in isolated 
communities.

A paper from the ‘90s also 
found small communities may 
be worse affected by outbreaks 
if  they had not experienced one 
for a long time:

Small communities may remain 
disease free for relatively long 
periods, but then, lack of  
exposure to infection leads to a 
build-up of  susceptibles, so then 
when a disease is re-introduced 
from outside, it is associated 
with high mortality in children 
and adults.

The paper also found this 
can have an effect on fertility 
rates, if  suitable marriage part-
ners in these communities are 
lost. With few new children 
born and high rates of  death, 
communities often do not re-
main viable.

Lessons have also been 
identified from examining these 
“first contact” or virgin soil epi-
demics. Global changes such 
as agricultural intensification, 
biodiversity loss and climate 
changes are effective drivers of  
infectious diseases.

There are estimated to be 
at least 50 indigenous groups 
spread across lowland South 
America that remain isolated, 
with only intermittent interac-
tions with the “outside” world.

When contact occurs, it 
needs to be supported by ac-
cess to food, water, treatment, 
shelter, security and health-
care workers for a sustained 
period to prevent extinction, 
and ensure their human rights 
to health, protection and their 
land are assured.

‘What is life?’ In 1943, Erwin Schrödinger posed 
this question in a series of  lectures at Trinity College, 
Dublin. Already famous as a hero of  the quantum revolu-
tion, he charged scientists with a new mission: to begin to 
account for the activity of  living creatures using tools and 
intuitions from physics. 

Seventy-five years later, the biophysics revolution 
is ongoing. Schrödinger’s call to action inspired his col-
leagues to look at the building blocks of  life at all scales, 
from the diminutive DNA molecule to schooling fish and 
the construction of  anthills. My research group at Har-
vard University focuses on altruism, or why creatures sac-
rifice themselves for the common good. But rather than 
relying on psychology or moral philosophy, we approach 
this problem using thermodynamics – how the laws gov-
erning heat and the interaction of  microscopic particles 
might translate into macroscopic behaviour. Can we ex-
plain altruism by casting humans as atoms and molecules, 
and societies or populations as solids, liquids or gases?

We model altruism as a simple interaction between 
two individuals – say, Ayla and Babak. Both must pick one 
of  two options: cooperate or defect. If  Ayla cooperates 
with Babak, she pays a small cost, say $1, to a central bank 
that immediately gives $5 to Babak. Defecting equates to 
doing absolutely nothing. Therefore, if  both players de-
fect, their personal balance is unchanged; if  both players 
cooperate, they each gain $4; if  one cooperates and the 
other defects, the former loses $1 and the latter gains $5.

The rules at work are fairly simple, and we can eas-
ily imagine some large-scale consequences. Economic 
prosperity will be highest, for example, when everyone 
cooperates. What’s good for the community as a whole 
also seems good for the individual. However, global co-
operation is not so easy to attain, which is where things 
get interesting.

Imagine a large number of  individuals, interacting 

according to this cooperate/defect model, but unable to 
see or speak to one another. Without any actual physi-
cal interaction, there’s no way to recognise an individual 
on the ‘other side’, so everyone picks either cooperate 
or defect, and sticks with it for many interactions. Next, 
imagine that individuals are allowed to compare their 
respective profits every now and again. If  a cooperator 
and a defector compare pots, the cooperator will always 
be disappointed – a defector gets $5 per cooperator in the 
room, but a cooperator gets $4 per cooperator and loses 
$1 per defector. The disgruntled cooperator will switch to 
defect, increasing the financial load on cooperators, who 
are driven further and further into debt until everyone has 
switched to defect.

But this can’t be right. Despite the apparently law-like 
tendency towards selfishness, we still see examples of coop-
eration and self-sacrifice all around us, even when individu-
als are ‘invisible’ to each other. Citizens can make sacrifices 
during blackouts and droughts for the sake of maintaining 
the flow of electricity and water, and people will occasion-
ally risk their lives in order to help total strangers.

It turns out that our thought experiment has two fa-
tal flaws. The first is that we don’t behave the same way 
around everybody: we’re more likely to cooperate with 
friends and family than with strangers. Our ideas about 
the microscopic rules of  interaction might be wrong. Sec-
ondly, we might be naive about which individuals interact. 
Even if  we keep with our very simplified rules, it’s unre-
alistic to assume that everyone is equally likely to come 
into contact with one another, especially in bigger groups.

In fact, the fine details of  the social network – who is 
connected to whom, and how many people are involved 
– have an incredibly strong impact on the behaviours that 
flourish or perish within it. Martin Nowak is the head of  
our lab; he says in his book SuperCooperators (2011), co-
authored with Roger Highfield, that you can look at pop-
ulation structure as you would the phases of  a physical 
substance. Think about H2O molecules bumping into one 
another. The population structure of  ice (where molecules 

are unmoving and can ‘see’ only a few others nearby) will 
produce a different set of  interactions to water (where 
molecules often ‘see’ the same close neighbours often, but 
also move around and explore other neighbourhoods) or 
steam (where there are no familiar neighbours, and mol-
ecules careen about wildly).

Raising the temperature of  a solid will eventually turn 
it into a liquid, and then a gas. Similarly, we can think of  a 
kind of  ‘social temperature’ that dictates the rate at which 
people interact, and how unfamiliar they are to us. In the 
thought experiment, we often encounter people we hardly 
know, much like a hot gas of  molecules crashing into one 
another, or forcing our way through a crowd to board the 
subway. In this scenario (much like in real subways), it is 
hard to foster cooperation.

What happens at the other end of  the spectrum – in 
‘solids’? A solid population would be unchanging, just 
like the molecules in a brick or rock. You’d always see the 
same people, and know their reputation and behaviour. 
For most of  us, this solid, crystalline phase represents the 
backbone of  our social life. We have long-lasting connec-
tions to friends and family, and interact with them often, 
but don’t see as many friends-of-friends or family mem-
bers several-times removed.

The fact that these connections are rare can help to 
insulate you from defectors. If  there is one defector on 
the subway platform, you might be susceptible to getting 
swindled – but if  your cousin’s partner’s plumber, Donny, 
happens to be a defector, you are unlikely to be affected in 
any way. So if  we start with connections between every-
one, as in a gas, cooperation will fail – because everyone 
is susceptible to the few jerks. But if  we begin to snip these 
social wires, we might produce connected cooperators 
who are well insulated, feeling the effects of  defectors only 
through friends-of-friends-of-friends.

Solid semiconductors – bits of  metal that are the 
backbone of  every gadget in the modern world – open 
up another perspective on the physics of  altruism. In 
semiconductors, changes in the microscopic structure of  

a metal can affect how much electricity must be applied 
to ‘activate’ it, such that the amount of  current passing 
through jumps from zero to a particular number. Simi-
larly, a recent paper in Nature written by my colleagues 
predicted how large a financial reward (the electricity) is 
required for altruism to ‘turn on’ and spread through a 
group (the semiconductor). Some networks require a re-
ward of  $1.05, for example, and are pretty great conduc-
tors of  altruism; some demand $100 or more, and are very 
difficult to activate.

What about ‘liquid’ populations? In an earlier paper, 
we examined how cooperation conducts in supple social 
materials such as clubs, workplaces, coffee shops and 
artistic movements. Here individuals belong to one or 
more groups and can change their memberships as they 
like. If  it’s easy to switch, then a liquid almost effortlessly 
sustains cooperation – at the sign of  the first defector, all 
the cooperators simply leave and restart the organisation 
elsewhere. But when there are barriers to migration, rules-
of-thumb start to appear. If  moving is costly, cope with 
defectors for as long as you can before leaving; otherwise, 
bail and take as many cooperators with you as possible.

Of course, the real social fabric is a complex mix of  
populations in many phases. We have strong ties that we 
occasionally form and break; we join and leave organisa-
tions quite freely; we have hundreds of  micro-interactions 
with a gaseous mix of  strangers in trains and airports. 
However, by studying each of  these phases as physicists, 
we come away approaching a recipe for altruism – rules 
for certain structures that might foster cooperation. What 
we’ve observed so far is that strong local connections en-
hance altruism everywhere. Mobility and flexibility put a 
brake on defection, but we can’t have so much as to create 
a gaseous regime where cooperation is stifled. Scientists 
still have a long way to travel to understand the physics of  
biological systems – but I like to think Schrödinger might 
be pleased by how far we have come.

(Ski Krieger is a postdoctoral fellow at the Program for 
Evolutionary Dynamics at Harvard University.)
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): There is power in 
your words today, and a great deal of emo-
tional self-confidence, Aries. Things may be 
moving quite rapidly, but you certainly have 

the strength and swiftness of mind to keep up. There 
are great opportunities waiting if you do, especially 
when you team up with others. Attend a party or any 
sort of social gathering where you can proudly display 
your elegant attire to the crowd.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): This is a good 
day for you to get out of the dirt and into the 
air in order to gain a fresh, new perspective 
on a situation, Taurus. Don’t dwell on things 

beneath or behind you. Keep looking up. Pick up the 
phone and call a close friend you haven’t spoken with 
in a while. There may be a great deal of catching up to 
do. Sometimes we forget the importance of maintain-
ing contact with old buddies.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Don’t twiddle 
your thumbs today waiting for someone else 
to make the first move, Gemini. There is apt 
to be a burning restlessness inside you that’s 

anxious to get things done. Don’t wait any longer to 
cure this thirst for adventure. There are important 
things to be accomplished, so get off the couch and 
move. Delegate tasks to others to speed up the process.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Keep yourself 
open to all the possibilities that the day 
brings, Cancer. You’ll be surprised at the in-
credible opportunities that come your way 

when you stop judging people and their actions. This 
is a time to be social and humorous. Keep things light, 
and remember to always have a healthy perspective on 
any situation. Words will go a long way today, so make 
sure to use them with great care.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Make sure there is an 
equal amount of give and take in your day, 
Leo. Sometimes when you love someone, 
you just want to keep giving and giving in or-

der to demonstrate your incredible love. Be sure that 
you aren’t draining yourself of valuable energy that you 
need for yourself. Also be sure that the people you’re 
giving to are also giving their fair share in return.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You may be at a 
point in which you just want to stop and rest, 
Virgo. This is the time to do so. You deserve a 
break, so take this day and have fun. Be social 

with large groups of people and share your ideas. There 
is more fun to be had in numbers, so make your plans 
for the day accordingly. The more of yourself that you 
share with others, the more respect you’ll gain from 
them.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Don’t let things 
bother you, Libra. Have confidence that 
you’re on the right track. Your strong will 
and erratic habits will prove quite effective 

on a day like today, when things seem to be flounder-
ing and indecision abounds. Take this opportunity to 
grab the reins where other people have dropped them. 
You might be on center stage. This is fine, because you 
know exactly what to say.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Find a wide-
open field to frolic in today, Scorpio. Pick (or 
buy) some wildflowers and put them in a vase 
on your kitchen table. Small things can bring a 

great deal of sunshine and hope to a stagnant situation. 
Try your best to clear your mind of unnecessary clutter 
and open it to new possibilities. Getting out and taking a 
walk in nature will help you gain a fresh, new perspective.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Tap into 
the electrifying energy of the day that encour-
ages social interactions and activities, Sagit-
tarius. You’ll find that there’s a great deal of 

oxygen to keep your internal fire raging. Take the lead 
and others will follow willingly. Chords may be struck 
within you today that will resonate with larger plans 
you’ve been secretly brewing in the back of your mind 
for some time now.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Picking up 
a hitchhiker on the side of the road may at 
first seem quite risky, Capricorn, but could 
actually prove to be a rewarding and en-

riching experience. Dispel the myth of the “dangerous 
stranger,” in which there is always fear of something or 
someone unknown. Take a risk with the unknown to-
day and don’t let your fears keep you from missing out 
on a potentially wonderful experience.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Take off to the 
stars today, Aquarius, and keep your mind 
and heart open to all the possibilities that can 
come when you have faith in yourself and the 

work you do. Mastery of a skill comes when you have 
the guts to always take it to the next level. Consider dif-
ferent areas of your life that require more of that confi-
dence at this time. Implement this courageous attitude.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): The mascu-
line and feminine sides of your personality 
should be working together well today, Pi-
sces. The key is to keep the energy moving. 

Try not to stagnate on any one issue. Use your words 
and nurturing abilities to soothe others’ worries. Ac-
tively direct your energy outward with the tender sen-
sitivity that you possess within. Your inner strength is 
one of your most valuable resources.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Maxine Whittaker | The Conversation

Ski Krieger  | Aeon

Villages Wiped Out: Why Infectious Diseases are 
So Much More Harmful to Isolated Peoples

To Get a Grip on Altruism, See Humans as Subatomic Particles
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Kathua rape accused to be produced 
before Pathankot court on May 31

Amit Shah kicks off BJP’s massive outreach prog.Rain fury in coastal districts throws life out of gear 

CBSE Class 10 results out; four share top position 

India, Pakistan armies talk peace after days of border violence

PM Modi arrives in Indonesia on 
the first leg of his three-nation tour

Tuticorin violence rocks TN assembly, CM says 
police action ‘unavoidable’; DMK stages walkout

PTI

DMP working president MK Stalin, attired in black along with his party MLAs, stages a walkout from 
the Assembly over their demand for the “permanent closure” of the Vedanta group’s copper plant in 
Thoothukudi district, in Chennai on Tuesday, May 29, 2018. 

PTI

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) President Amit Shah meets constitutional 
expert Subhash C Kashyap during his ‘Sampark for Samarthan’ 
campaign to generate awareness about the BJP government’s 
achievements, in New Delhi, on Tuesday, May 29, 2018.

PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi being welcomed on his arrival at Soekarno-Hatta International Airport, 
in Jakarta, Indonesia on Tuesday, May 29, 2018.

PTI

Vehicles ply at a waterlogged road after a thunderstorm, in Mangaluru on Tuesday, May 29, 2018. 

Jammu, May 29 (PTI): 
The eight people ac-
cused in the case of the 
rape and murder of an 
eight-year-old girl from a 
minority nomadic com-
munity in Kathua will be 
produced before a court 
in Pathankot in Punjab 
on May 31 in accordance 
with the directions of the 
Supreme Court, officials 
said today.

The Jammu and Kash-
mir’s elite Crime Branch 
will produce the charge 
sheet in the case as well as 
all the accused in the case 
before the district and ses-
sions judge in Pathankot. 

Officials said a po-
lice team along with the 
staff of Kathua’s district 
and sessions judge will 
present all the files to the 
court in Pathankot, 30 km 
from Kathua, and request 
permission to translate all 
the documents from Urdu 
to English.

Citing security con-
cerns in transporting the 
accused to court, the pub-
lic prosecutor will move a 
plea to keep them in judi-
cial custody in Pathankot, 
the officials said. 

After several petitions 
in the Jammu and Kash-
mir High Court as well as 
the Supreme Court, the 

case is finally set to move 
to the trial stage with the 
apex court directing the 
district and sessions judge 
in Pathankot to hold an 
in-camera hearing.

“The learned dis-
trict and sessions judge, 
Pathankot, shall himself 
take up the trial and not 
assign it to any additional 
sessions judge and shall 
fast-track the trial and 
take it up on day-to-day 
basis so that there is no 
delay in trial,” the three-
judge bench of the Su-
preme Court order had 
said earlier this month.

The Crime Branch had 
submitted a charge sheet 
in the crime on April 9 
before the Kathua court. 
The case came into the 
national limelight after 
lawyers of the Kathua bar 
association tried to pre-
vent the police from filing 
the documents. 

A c c o rd i n g  t o  t h e 
charge sheet, the eight-
year-old girl, who was 
kidnapped on January 
10 this year, was alleg-
edly raped in captivity in 
a small village temple in 
Kathua district after hav-
ing been kept sedated for 
four days before she was 
bludgeoned to death.

The abduction, rape 

and killing of the child was 
part of a carefully planned 
strategy to remove the 
minority nomadic com-
munity from the area, 
the 15-page charge sheet 
says. 

It names eight people, 
including temple custo-
dian and alleged master-
mind Sanji Ram, his son 
Vishal, a juvenile nephew 
and special police offic-
ers Deepak Khajuria alias 
‘Deepu’ and Surender 
Verma.

The others arrested 
in the case are the juve-
nile’s friend Parvesh Ku-
mar alias Mannu as well 
as investigating officers 
head constable Tilak Raj 
and sub-inspector Anand 
Dutta, who allegedly took 
INR 4 lakh from Ram and 
destroyed crucial evi-
dence.

The case became a 
bone of contention be-
tween the state govern-
ment’s alliance partners 
PDP and BJP. 

The saffron party had 
to sack two of its ministers 
Chowdhury Lal Singh and 
Chander Prakash Ganga 
for participating in a rally 
of ‘Hindu Ekta Manch’ in 
support of the accused 
arrested by the Crime 
Branch.

New Delhi, May 29 (IANS): 
BJP President Amit Shah 
on Tuesday launched a 
massive nationwide “Sam-
park Se Samarthan” (con-
tact for support) personal 
outreach programme to 
highlight the achievements 
of the Narendra Modi-led 
government in the last four 
years.

Shah kicked off the 
programme by calling on 
former Army chief General 
Dalbir Singh Suhag at his 
residence here on Man-
dir Marg. He handed Su-
hag a few booklets on the 
achievements of the Modi 
government. 

The Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) chief also met 
former Secretary General 
of the Lok Sabha and con-
stitutional expert Subhash 
Kashyap at his residence.

After meeting them, 
Shah told the media: “I 
went to Suhagji  and 
Kashyapji’s residences and 
apprised them of the work 
of Modi government in 
the last four years. I hand-
ed them the booklet on 
achievements of the gov-
ernment.”

Shah is scheduled to 
personally meet at least 50 
eminent personalities to 
apprise them of the BJP-led 
National Democratic Alli-

Mangaluru, May 29 (PTI): 
Heavy downpour lashed 
the twin coastal districts 
of Dakshina Kannada and 
Udupi for the third day to-
day, inundating low-lying 
areas and flooding roads, 
disrupting traffic and 
throwing life out of gear.

The Home Ministry 
said it has reviewed the 
situation in Managalore 
and is rushing additional 
teams of NDRF (National 
Disaster Response Force) 
to to assist the local admin-
istration in handling rescue 
and relief operations. Offi-
cial sources here said Man-
galuru city witnessed ‘un-
forseen’ rainfall,flooding 
roads,damaging shops and 
houses.

A holiday had been de-
clared for educational in-
stitutions in DK and Udupi 
today and tomorrow by 
Deputy Commissioners of 
both districts.

Boats had to be used 
to ferry stranded people, 
including school children 
at Alake in Kudroli area in 
the city, which was almost 
submerged, the sources 
said.  Water entered several 
factories in Baikampady 
industrial area in the flood 
caused by heavy rains, re-
sulting in huge losses.

Factory owners said 

New Delhi, May 29 (IANS): 
The Central Board of Sec-
ondary Education (CBSE) 
on Tuesday declared the 
results of Class 10 exami-
nations, with four students 
sharing the top position.

Anil Swarup, Secretary 
of School Education and 
Literacy with the Union 
Ministry of Human Re-
source Development, on 
Monday announced that 
the results would be out by 
4 p.m. on Tuesday.

However, the results 
were announced a little 
after 1 p.m. on the official 
website cbseresults.nic.in.

Prakhar Mittal from 
DPS Gurgaon; Rimzhim 
Agarwal from R P Public 
School, Bijnor; Nandini 
Garg from Scottish Inter-
national School, Sham-
li ;  and Sreelakshmi G 

Jakarta, May 29 (PTI): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi today arrived here 
in the Indonesian capi-
tal on the first leg of his 
three-nation tour to East 
Asia during which he will 
also travel to Malaysia and 
Singapore to further boost 
India’s Act East Policy.

Modi, who is here on 
his first-ever official visit 
to Indonesia, will meet 
President Joko Widodo to-
morrow and discuss bilat-
eral cooperation in a broad 
range of areas, including 
maritime, trade and in-
vestment. The two leaders 
would attend some events, 
including a CEO Business 
Forum organised by the 
Indonesian Chamber of 
Commerce and the Indus-
try, and the Confederation 
of Indian Industry.

Prime Minister Modi 
was accorded a ceremo-
nial welcome on his arrival 
here.

“This is my first visit to 
Indonesia as Prime Min-
ister. I am looking forward 
to my discussions with 
President Widodo on 30 
May, as also to our joint 
interaction with the India-
Indonesia CEOs Forum. I 
will also address the Indian 
community in Indonesia,” 
Modi said on the eve of 

Chennai, May 29 (PTI): 
The violent protests and 
police firing in Tuticorin 
that claimed 13 lives rocked 
the Tamil Nadu assembly 
today with Chief Minister 
K Palaniswami maintain-
ing that police action was 
“unavoidable” even as the 
main opposition DMK 
staged a walked out over 
the issue. On the violent 
incidents that occurred on 
May 22 in Tuticorin, Palan-
iswami said measures like 
tear gas and baton-charge 
were used against those 
who indulged in violence.

“In unavoidable cir-
cumstances, police per-
sonnel were forced to take 
action,” he said in a report 
tabled in the House in an 
apparent reference to the 
police firings.

Soon after the ques-
tion hour, Leader of the 
Opposition, M K Stalin, at-
tired in black, targeted the 
government for issuing a 
government order (GO) for 
the closure of the Vedanta 
group’s copper plant in 
Tuticorin rather than con-
vening the Cabinet and 
taking a policy decision in 
this regard.

Calling the issuance 

of GO an “eye wash,” tan-
tamount to signalling the 
Sterlite management to ap-
proach the court, the DMK 
leader said the move was 
similar to what was done 
in 2013 in the issue.

The Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment had yesterday 

ordered the state Pol-
lution Control Board to 
seal and “permanently” 
close the Sterlite Copper 
plant following last week’s 
protests, over pollution 
concerns, during which 
13 people were killed in 
police firing.

Yesterday, Stalin had 
said that following a similar 
closure in 2013, the plant 
had reopened later.

Blaming the state gov-
ernment for not holding 
talks with the people and 
seeking the resignation of 
Chief Minister K Palan-

iswami, the DMK working 
president said his party 
will boycott the House pro-
ceedings till the plant was 
“permanently closed.” 

Later, he led his party 
colleagues, in staging a 
walkout, who shouted slo-
gans seeking the resigna-
tion of Chief Minister K 
Palaniswami.

All the DMK members 
present were dressed in 
black, which they said was 
to signify their protest and 
grief over the firings.

Meanwhile, Chief Min-
ister condoled the deaths 
of 13 persons and tabled 
a five page report detail-
ing the violence and steps 
taken by the government 
in this regard.

 Congress legislature 
party leader K Ramasamy 
said the probe into the in-
cidents should be done 
properly or must be trans-
ferred to the CBI.

Asking the government 
to own up responsibility 
over the loss of 13 lives, 
he said the government 
should resign.

The next day saw one 
more youth succumbing to 
injuries sustained in police 
firing.

ance (NDA) government’s 
achievements.

Explaining the party’s 
massive outreach pro-
gramme, the BJP chief 
said: “The nationwide 
programme has been 
launched on the comple-
tion of four years of the 
Modi government at the 
Centre.”

He said that 4,000 elect-
ed members of the BJP 

would connect with over 
one lakh people from every 
field across the country.

Besides the elected 
members, 50 lakh BJP 
workers would launch a 
door-to-door campaign 
and meet citizens through-
out the country.

Shah said: “The aim 
of this programme is to 
inform the people about 
how the BJP has worked 

for every section of the 
society and touched their 
lives, which the country 
had been expecting for a 
long time.”

He stressed that the 
BJP had touched the lives 
of the poor and also served 
a number of villages in the 
last four years by taking 
government schemes to 
the rural areas.

The BJP leader, also a 
Rajya Sabha member, said: 
“In the fifth year of this gov-
ernment, the BJP will in-
crease the income of farm-
ers and also provide health 
insurance worth Rs 5 lakh 
each to 50 crore house-
holds across the country.” 

Ear l ier,  Shah was 
scheduled to launch the 
contact programme from 
Suhag’s Gurugram-located 
house in Haryana, but that 
was cancelled at the last 
minute, a party official 
said.

It is part of the party’s 
effort to reach out to the 
maximum number of peo-
ple ahead of the 2019 Lok 
Sabha polls.

Modi, also as part of 
the campaign, addressed 
beneficiaries of the Ujjwala 
Yojana and Mudra Yojana 
on Monday and Tuesday, 
respectively, through the 
NaMo app.

his visit. 
“Both countries are 

multi-ethnic, multi-re-
ligious, plural and open 
societies. I am confident 
that my visit to Indonesia 
will create greater synergy 
between Asia’s two largest 
democracies and further 
elevate our bilateral ties,” 
he said.

He said, on May 31, on 

his way to Singapore, he 
will make a brief halt in 
Malaysia to congratulate 
the new Malaysian leader-
ship and looks forward to 
meet Prime Minister Ma-
hathir Mohamad.

In Singapore, Prime 
Minister Modi will deliver 
the keynote address at 
Shangri-La Dialogue, an 
annual security meet, on 

June 1.
“This will be the first 

time that an Indian Prime 
Minister would deliver this 
address. On June 2, he will 
unveil a plaque at Clifford 
Pier, where Gandhiji’s ash-
es were immersed in sea on 
March 27, 1948. He would 
also visit some places of 
worship that have civilisa-
tional linkages with India.

PTI

Clockwise from top left, Prakhat Mittal,  Sreelakshmi G., Nandini 
Garg and Rimzhim Aggarwal, who jointly secured the first spot in 
CBSE’s class 10th examinations.

from Bhavan’s Vidyalaya, 
Cochin, topped the exam 
with 499 marks. The overall 
pass percentage was 86.70, 
with girls outdoing boys 
by 3.35 per cent. Thiru-
vananthapuram, Chen-
nai and Ajmer emerged 
as top three regions pass 
percentage-wise, scoring 
99.60, 97.37 and 91.86, re-
spectively.

Pass percentage for 
Delhi region was lower 
than national at 78.62.

A total of 131,493 stu-
dents crossed the 90 per 
cent mark, while 27,476 
scored more than 95 per 
cent out of more than 16 
lakh who appeared for 
the exam. Students from 
17,567 schools from across 
the country and abroad 
had taken exams at 4,460 
centres.

New Delhi, May 29 (IANS): Top India 
and Pakistan army commanders on 
Tuesday spoke over a special hotline 
contact and committed to peace on 
the borders in Jammu and Kashmir 
amid persistent crackling of gunfire 
and mounting casualties on both 
sides. “The hotline mechanism was 
initiated by Pakistan Director General 
Military Operations (DGMO) Maj. 
Gen. Sahir Shamshad Mirza at 6 p.m. 
with his Indian counterpart Lt.Gen. 
Anil Chauhan.

“Both the DGMOs reviewed the 
prevailing situation along the Line 
of Control and International Border 
in Jammu and Kashmir,” an army 
spokesperson said.

Lt.Gen. Chauhan, the spokesper-

son said, “agreed with the proposal 
(from his Pakistani counterpart) to 
undertake sincere measures to im-
prove the existing situation to ensure 
peace and avoidance of hardships to 
the civilians along the borders”.

They agreed to “fully implement” 
the 2003 ceasefire agreement “in 
letter and spirit” and ensure the 
truce was not violated. “It was also 
mutually agreed that in case of any 
issue, restraint will be exercised and 
the matter will be resolved through 
utilisation of existing mechanisms 
of hotline contacts and border flag 
meetings at local commanders’ lev-
el.” The Pakistan Army in an identical 
statement said a special hotline con-
tact was established with the Indian 

DGMO “to ensure the ceasefire will 
not be violated by both sides”.

The latest DGMO level talks came 
after repeated ceasefire violations on 
the borders in Jammu and Kashmir 
that caused many civilian casualties 
earlier this month. The External Af-
fairs Ministry on May 23 said Pakistan 
had carried out more than 1,088 
ceasefire violations along the LoC and 
International Border in the first five 
months of 2018. The border shooting 
has claimed 36 lives on the Indian 
side and left more than 120 injured.

Pakistan’s foreign office on May 
25 said during 2018, Indian commit-
ted over 1,050 ceasefire violations 
resulting in the killing of 28 innocent 
civilians, while injuring 117.

such a situation had not 
been witnessed in the last 
few decades.

The heavy rains flood-
ed most parts of the city, 
leaving commuters strand-
ed at many places. Arte-
rial roads saw traffic snarls 
since morning.

The site for construc-
tion of a flyover at Pump-
well circle and Thokkottu 
area were flooded, badly 
affecting traffic.

A house under con-
struction collapsed at 

Pumpwell and Kuthar 
junction was surrounded 
by water.

People in several areas 
could not come out of their 
homes fearing rain water 
would come inside. Inun-
dated areas include Kottara 
Chowki, PVS circle, Adyar, 
Yekkuru and Kodiyalguthu 
in and around the city.

About 130 buildings, 
including houses, were 
partially or fully damaged 
in the rains in the last two 
days in Udupi district, dis-

trict administration sourc-
es said.

The total loss was es-
timated at INR 51.37 lakh.

Chief Minister H D Ku-
maraswamy today took 
stock of the situation in 
Dakshina Kannada due 
to heavy downpour from 
Deputy Commissioner.

Meanwhile Meteoro-
logical department sources 
said the monsoon had set 
over Kerala today and had 
not arrived in Karnataka 
till now.      
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Top North Korean general on way 
to US ahead of summit — report                    

Three dead in suspected ‘terror’ shooting in Belgian city

Malaysia ends four-year 
hunt for missing MH370 

103 dead, 9,000 arrested in 
Bangladesh anti-drugs campaign

Duterte will go to war over South China Sea — Minister

Palestinians launch boats from Gaza to protest Israeli blockade

N.Korea denuclearisation could take 10 years — Experts

Afghan forces mistakenly kill 
nine, mostly civilians—Official

Libyan factions 
agree on Dec. 10 
date for polls

Seoul, May 29 (PTI/AFP): A 
top North Korean general 
is headed for the United 
States in what would be 
the highest-profile visit in 
years, reports said today as 
the two countries prepare 
for a momentous summit.

General Kim Yong Chol 
landed at Beijing airport 
today and will journey on 
to New York the following 
day after talks with Chi-
nese officials, according 
to South Korea’s Yonhap 
news agency, which cited 
diplomatic sources.

The trip is part of a flur-
ry of diplomacy as prepa-
rations gather pace for the 
on-again, off-again sum-
mit between US President 
Donald Trump and North 
Korea’s leader Kim Jong Un 
in Singapore on June 12.

US negotiators, headed 
by Washington’s current 
ambassador to the Philip-
pines Sung Kim, met with 

North Korean counterparts 
in the truce village of Pan-
munjom that divides the 
two Koreas on Sunday.

The State Department 
said a separate team of 
White House officials has 
also headed to Singapore 
to sort out logistics for the 
historic meeting.

Chung Sung-yoon, an 
analyst at the Korea Insti-
tute for National Unifica-
tion, said Kim Yong Chol 
would be the most senior 
North Korean official to 
step onto US soil since Vice 
Marshall Jo Myong Rok 
met President Bill Clinton 
in 2000. The general has 
long been a right hand man 
to North Korea’s leader, 
playing a front-seat role 
during recent rounds of 
diplomacy aimed at ending 
the nuclear stalemate on 
the Korean peninsula.

He sat next to Trump’s 
daughter Ivanka, who is 

also a White House aide, 
during the closing ceremo-
ny of the Winter Olympics 
in the South Korean resort 
of Pyeongchang which was 
a turning point in the nu-
clear crisis.

He also accompanied 
Kim Jong Un on both of 
his recent trips to China 
to meet President Xi Jin-
ping and held talks with 
Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo when he travelled 
to Pyongyang.

“Kim’s official counter-
part is Pompeo but he may 
also push for meetings with 
(National Security Advi-
sor John) Bolton and even 
Trump if possible,” Chung 
told AFP.

General Kim, whose of-
ficial title is vice-chairman 
of the central committee 
of North Korea’s Workers’ 
Party, has a background in 
military and civilian intel-
ligence agencies and is a 

deeply controversial figure 
in South Korea.

Seoul blames him for 
masterminding the 2010 
sinking of the South Korean 
navy corvette the Cheo-
nan, which killed 46 sail-
ors, an attack North Korea 
denies playing any role in.

Relatives of those who 
died protested his presence 
at the Winter Olympics ear-
lier this year.

From 2009 to 2016 he 
was also director of North 
Korea’s General Recon-
naissance Bureau, the unit 
tasked with cyber warfare 
and intelligence gathering.

During that period 
North Korea ramped up 
its hacking programmes, 
including a hugely costly 
penetration of Sony Pic-
tures that was seen as an 
attempt to stop the release 
of an American comedy 
film poking fun at the Kim 
Jong Un regime.

Liege (Belgium), May 29 (PTI/AFP): 
A gunman today shot dead two po-
lice officers with their own weapons 
before killing a bystander in a brazen 
suspected terror attack in Belgium, 
briefly taking a hostage at a school 
before being killed by police.

The carnage in the gritty eastern 
industrial city of Liege began around 
10:30 am (0830 GMT) when the at-
tacker armed with a knife stabbed 
two police officers repeatedly before 
using their own firearms to kill them, 
prosecutors said.

Federal prosecutors said they 
had launched a terrorist investiga-
tion into the incident, which comes 
with Belgium on high alert after 
a string of attacks including twin 
suicide bombings in Brussels in 2016 
claimed by the Islamic State group.

“Armed with a knife, the suspect 
followed and attacked two police 
officers, and used their own firearms 
to kill them,” prosecutor Philippe 
Dulieu told a news conference.

“He continued on foot, attacking 
a parked vehicle where he opened 
fire on a 22-year-old man in the pas-
senger seat. The young man died.

“He then continued and entered 
the Leonie de Waha school. He took 
a woman working there as hostage. 
Police intervened, he came out fir-
ing on the police officers, wounding 
several before he was killed.” 

Eric Van Der Sypt, spokesman 
for the Belgian federal prosecutor’s 
office, told AFP there were “elements 
that point in the direction that this is 
a terrorist act”.

According to Belgian broadcaster 
RTBF, the shooter was released 
from prison yesterday and was only 
known for minor infractions with no 
known links to extremism.

Prime Minister Charles Michel 
condemned what he called “cow-
ardly and blind violence”.

“All our support for the victims 
and their loved ones. We are fol-
lowing the situation with the secu-
rity services and the crisis centre,” 
Michel tweeted.

Belgian Interior Minister Jan 
Jambon said Belgium’s Federal Crisis 
Centre was monitoring the situation.

“Our thoughts are with the vic-
tims of this horrible act. We are in the 
process of establishing an overview 
of exactly what happened,” Jambon 
wrote on Twitter.

A major security cordon was set 
up around the area, while panicked 
parents came to collect their chil-
dren from the school complex.

The governor of Liege province 
said all the children and staff were 
safe and unhurt.

“All the children are fine, those 
of the primary and kindergarten 
saw nothing, they were evacuated 

through the back of the school,” Julie 
Fernandez, mother of a 7-year-old 
child at the school, told AFP.

“They were cared for by staff 
and psychologists and high school 
students were cared for in a nearby 
park,” added Fernandez, who is also 
an MP.

Belgium has been on high alert 
since the smashing of a terror cell 
in the town of Verviers in January 
2015 that was planning an attack 
on police.

The cell also had links to Abdel-
hamid Abaaoud, the mastermind 
of the November 2015 Islamic 
State attacks on Paris that killed 
130 people.

Belgium further raised its terror 
alert level after the Paris attack and 
placed the capital Brussels on lock-
down for a week.

The country was then hit by its 
own IS suicide attacks on Brussels 
airport and a metro station, which 
killed 32 people in 2016.

In August 2016, a machete-wield-
ing man attacked two policewomen 
in the industrial town of Charleroi 
before being shot dead.

The country’s law enforcement 
agencies and intelligence services 
came under intense scrutiny for ap-
parently missing a series of leads af-
ter the Paris attacks that could have 
led to the Brussels bombers.

Kuala Lumpur, May 29 (IANS): Ma-
laysia on Tuesday ended a four-year 
hunt for the missing Malaysia Airlines 
flight MH370 after searching more 
than 80,000 square kilometres with-
out finding any traces of the aircraft.

The plane disappeared on March 
8, 2014 while flying from Kuala 
Lumpur to Beijing with 239 people 
on board.

Former Malaysian Prime Minister 
Najib Razak, who left office after los-
ing the elections earlier this month, 
had signed a contract in January with 
the US company Ocean Infinity to 
track the area of the Indian Ocean 
where experts believe the plane 
crashed.

According to the agreement, 
Malaysia would have paid a reward 
of up to $70 million if the company 
had found the wreckage. But it found 
nothing and the Malaysian govern-
ment said it has no plans to begin any 
new searches after the deadline for 
the search expired on Tuesday.

Grace Nathan, whose mother 
was on MH370, told the Guardian 
newspaper that she was opposed to 
ending the hunt. “People might think: 
‘Why are these people still harping 

on about this, it’s been four years’. It’s 
important for people to remember 
that MH370 is not history,” she said.

According to the official investiga-
tion, flight MH370 disappeared from 
the radar about 40 minutes after 
taking off from Kuala Lumpur, after 
someone turned off the communica-
tion systems and turned the aircraft 
around. 

So far, 27 fragments of the plane 
have been recovered at beaches in 
Reunion, Mozambique, Mauritius, 
South Africa and Pemba Island (Zan-
zibar), after they followed the currents 
of the Indian Ocean, according to the 
official hypothesis of the disaster.

From these retrieved pieces, ex-
perts confirmed that three wing frag-
ments found in Reunion, Mauritius 
and Pemba belong to the MH370, 
another seven pieces, including 
parts of the interior of the cabin, are 
“almost certainly” from the missing 
aircraft and another eight bear a “high 
probability”.

Malaysian Transport Minister 
Anthony Loke said a full report into 
the plane’s disappearance will be 
published in the future but did not 
give a date.

Dhaka, May 29 (IANS): The number 
of people killed in the last two 
weeks during anti-drug operations 
in Bangladesh climbed to over 103 
on Tuesday, after another 10 deaths 
were reported in the last 24 hours, 
police said.

The number of people arrested 
rose to 9,000. The 10 deaths oc-
curred in seven districts after the 
police responded to firing by drug-
traffickers or in clashes between 
the two, police officials told Efe 
news.

On May 3, Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina launched the anti-
drug campaign, that was initially 
carried out by the Rapid Action 
Battalion, an elite police force. 
The regular police later joined the 
operations.

Deaths during the raids be-
gan to occur only two weeks ago, 
according to the security forces, 
who avoided providing the exact 
number of casualties.

Bangladeshi police spokesper-
son Soheli Ferdous said that 9,020 
people had been arrested in the op-
eration so far, and the police seized 
1.7 million methamphetamine tab-
lets and 16,000 bottles of Phensedyl, 
among other things.

Manila, May 29 (IANS): 
The Phi l ippines  has 
warned China that it will 
go to war if Beijing cross-
es a red line by unilater-
ally mining the natural 
resources of the South 
China Sea, the country’s 
Foreign Minister said.

In a speech on Mon-
day, Foreign Minister 
Alan Peter Cayetano de-
fended the Philippines 
government from alle-
gations that they were 
taking a soft policy on 
Chinese militarization of 
the South China Sea.

“President (Rodrigo 
Duterte) has already said 
that. If anyone gets the 
natural resources in the 
Western Philippines Sea, 
South China Sea, he will 
go to war,” Cayetano said.

Tensions in the hotly 
disputed region have 
risen amid reports of the 
Chinese military landing 
bombers on their artifi-
cial islands for the first 
time.

Under Duterte, who 
took office in 2016, the 
Philippines toned down 
i ts  r hetor ic  towards 
China on the dispute. 

Rodrigo Duterte
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 Forensic police, right, investigate at the scene of a shooting in Liege, Belgium, Tuesday, May 29, 2018.
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 Men carry the coffin of a relative who died during Afghan forces’ raid on a house in Chaparhar district 
of Nangarhar province, east of Kabul, Afghanistan, Tuesday, May 29, 2018.

Cayetano said his depart-
ment was repeatedly told 
to “file a protest” over 
Beijing’s actions in the 
South China Sea, CNN 
reported. 

“We are taking all dip-
lomatic actions at the 
right time,” he said, add-
ing that “China had been 
told of the red lines”.

But he said it was un-
fair to single out China 
for its advanced militari-
zation in the South China 
Sea. “If there is more than 
one country militariz-
ing, and it’s not only the 

islands, if huge navies 
are sailing through the 
area, is that not militari-
zation?” he said. “So we 
don’t even have a defini-
tion of militarization.”

Cayetano’s speech 
came as the US Navy 
sailed two warships with-
in 12 nautical miles of 
China’s artificial islands 
in the Paracels, as part 
of their freedom of navi-
gation exercises in the 
contested waters.

Manila is pursuing a 
joint exploration agree-
ment with Beijing for oil 

Gaza City (Palestinian Territo-
ries), May 29 (PTI/AFP): Palestin-
ians launched boats from Gaza 
today to protest Israel’s blockade, 
a move likely to further raise ten-
sions after mortar fire from the en-
clave earlier in the day and weeks 
of deadly unrest.

On e  m a i n  b o a t  c a r r y i n g 
around 20 people accompanied by 
a group of smaller ones departed 
from the fishermen’s port in Gaza 
City, AFP journalists reported and 
organisers said.

There were conflicting state-
ments about whether the boats 
would seek to break Israel’s block-
ade, which currently allows them 
to travel 16 km off the coast.

Some organisers said they 
would only protest, while other 
participants said they wanted to 
move past the limit.

It was not clear how Israel’s 

military would respond and it was 
yet to comment on the protest.

Earlier today, Israel’s army 
said some 28 mortar shells were 
launched toward Israel from the 
Gaza Strip, with most intercepted 
by the country’s air defence sys-
tem and no injuries reported.

One mortar shell exploded 
near a kindergarten building, a 
military spokesman said. No chil-
dren were believed to be there at 
the time.

It appeared to be the largest 
such barrage from Gaza targeting 
Israel since a 2014 war.

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu pledged to re-
spond “powerfully” to the mortar 
fire.

The Gaza Strip has been under 
Israeli blockade for more than a 
decade, with Israel saying it is nec-
essary to prevent the Palestinian 

enclave’s militant Hamas rulers 
from obtaining means to attack.

The boat protest comes after 
weeks of deadly demonstrations 
and clashes along the Gaza-Israel 
border, beginning on March 30.

The protests have called for 
Palestinians who fled or were ex-
pelled in the 1948 war surround-
ing Israel’s creation to be allowed 
to return to their former homes 
now inside Israel.

They peaked on May 14, when 
at least 61 Palestinians were killed 
as tens of thousands of Gazans 
protested and clashes erupted on 
the same day of the US transfer of 
its embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv 
to Jerusalem.

Demonstrations and clashes 
have continued at a low level since 
then. At least 121 Palestinians 
have been killed by Israeli fire in 
the unrest.

Washington, May 29 (IANS): Any 
diplomatic agreement in which 
North Korea agrees to give up its 
nuclear weapons could take as 
long as 10 years to implement, 
according to a new analysis by US 
experts.

The assessment, released late 
Monday by the experts at Stan-
ford University, comes as the 
White House is trying to verify 
how committed North Korea is to 
denuclearisation and how it could 
be achieved, ahead of a potential 
summit between the two coun-
tries’ leaders, CNN reported.

Siegfried Hecker, a nuclear 
scientist who has previously trav-
elled to North Korea to inspect 
its nuclear site, co-authored the 
assessment with Robert Carlin, a 
Korea analyst who spent years at 
the CIA and State Department, 
and Elliot Serbin, Hecker’s re-
search assistant.

They identified 22 specific 
programmes or activities, such 
as the country’s nuclear weapons 
stockpile, its missile arsenal or its 
nuclear reprocessing facilities, 
that US negotiators need to ad-
dress with North Korea. 

Halting or suspending many 
of these will likely take less than 
a year, the authors estimate, but 
eliminating or setting limits on 
them will take six to 10 years.

Last week, President Donald 
Trump abruptly cancelled his 
planned Singapore summit with 
North Korean leader Kim Jong-un, 
reports CNN.

But after a flurry of diplomatic 
activity, Trump has hinted that the 
talks may be back on track. Ameri-
can officials are in Singapore and 
South Korea to prepare for the 
summit’s potential revival.

Kabul, May 29 (PTI/AP): 
Afghan forces mistakenly 
killed nine people, most of 
them civilians, during raid 
on a house in eastern Nan-
garhar province which has 
been a base for the Islamic 
State group and other mili-
tants, officials said today.

The raid, which took 
place late last night in 
Chaparhar district, also 
wounded eight other civil-
ians, said provincial gover-
nor Hayatullah Hayat. 

A local police com-
mander was among the 
dead, he added. According 
to the governor, gunfire 
had been coming from the 

house that was raided but 
the casualties were iden-
tified as mostly civilians 
once the operation ended. 

An investigation was 
underway to determine 
how the operation resulted 
in civilian casualties.

Inamullah Miakhail, 
a spokesman for the hos-
pital in Nangarhar, also 
confirmed that nine dead 
bodies were brought to the 
hospital from the raid.

Both Taliban and the 
Islamic States group are ac-
tive in eastern Afghanistan.

Meanwhile, in the cen-
tral province of Kabul, two 
people - a policeman and a 

civilian - were killed after a 
bomb attached to a bicycle 
detonated on Monday in 
the Qarabagh district, said 
Mohammad Azem, the 
district governor.

A z e m  a d d e d  t h a t 
four others, three police-
men and a civilian, were 
wounded in that attack.

No one has claimed 
responsibility for the attack 
so far. The Taliban have 
stepped up their attacks 
against Afghan security 
forces as well as govern-
ment officials since the 
announcement of their 
spring offensive in April 
across the country.

Paris, 29 May (IANS): Lib-
ya’s rival political forces 
have agreed to hold parlia-
mentary and presidential 
elections in the turmoil-
wracked North African 
country on December 10, 
United Nations backed 
Premier Fayez al-Sarraj’s 
advisor tweeted on Tues-
day. Libya’s rival govern-
ments in the east and west 
have also agreed to “finalise 
the constitutional basis for 
the elections” by Septem-
ber 16, added the tweet 
from Taher al-Sonni.

The accords were 
reached during a UN-
backed conference in Paris 
at the Elysee - the French 
presidential palace - on 
Tuesday, according to Son-
ni.

Representatives of 
Egypt, Russia and the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates, which 
have backed Haftar and 
the rival administration in 
Tobruk in the east, are also 
taking part in the confer-
ence, as well UN special 
envoy Ghassan Salame.

French President Em-
manuel Macron, who has 
been a leading figure in the 
global efforts to pull Libya 
back from the brink of be-
ing a “failed state”, hosted 
rival leaders to come to an 
agreement.

and natural gas reserves 
in their claimed territory 
in the South China Sea.

Beijing claims a huge 
swathe of territory across 
the South China Sea, 
known as the “nine-dash 
line”, from its southern 
Hainan province all the 
way down to the waters 
north of Malaysia.

To reinforce its claims 
to the territory, the Chi-
nese government has 
built a series of artificial 
islands in the Paracel and 
Spratly Island chains, 
with radar facilities and 
airstrips.

The Chinese Foreign 
Ministry has repeatedly 
stated that the territory 
in the South China Sea 
falls under its jurisdic-
tion. But its position 
overlaps competing ter-
ritorial claims from the 
Philippines, Vietnam, 
Taiwan and others. 

An international tri-
bunal ruled in 2016, in 
a case brought by the 
Philippines, that most of 
Beijing’s stated claims in 
the South China Sea were 
illegal under interna-
tional maritime law.
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Harry Potter’ star Matthew 
Lewis marries Angela Jones
Actor Matthew Lewis, who essayed Neville Longbottom in the 
“Harry Potter” films, married actress Angela Jones in Italy. Lewis, 
28, announced the news on his Instagram account with a photo-
graph in their wedding attire, joking that his new wife made him 
miss the Arctic Monkeys show to get married instead, reports 
etonline.com. “Not only did I miss Arctic Monkeys in Los Angeles 
but they were performing in Italy at the same time we were there 
and my wife made me get married instead. Fuming,” he tweeted 
on Monday. Lewis and Jones were engaged in December 2016.

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

2.30 pm, 5.30 pm: Deadpool 2 (Eng)

10 am, 3 pm, 8 pm: Parmanu (Hindi)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

L
inda Ronstadt said she was deter-
mined to “have a life,” even though 
she was forced to retire from singing 
in 2009 as a result of Parkinson’s 
disease.

The 71-year-old singer performed her 
final concert in 2009, several years after 
suffering the first symptoms of the incur-
able illness. Last year, she began to appear at 
spoken-word events, talking about her career 
and how her lifestyle has changed in the past 
decade.

 “You have to have a life, but I have to 
be very selective about what I do,” Ronstadt 

told the San Francisco Chronicle in a new 
interview, noting that she was phasing out 
the medication she’d been given because of 
its side effects.

“I knew it was something systemic,” she 
said of losing her singing abilities. “I knew it 
wasn’t age. Doctors looked at my larynx and 
said it was in perfect condition, that I had a 
teenage larynx.” Ronstadt wasn’t diagnosed 
until 2013, which was too late to mention it in 
her book, Simple Dreams: A Musical Memoir, 
that was published that year.

 “Brushing my teeth is the hardest thing 
I do all day,” she said. “I’m like a window 

washer without a safety harness. Of course, 
I have a hard time talking, and traveling is 
ridiculous. It’s just the nature of the beast.” 
Ronstadt added that she makes a point of 
working out regularly. “It’s important to push 
that signal through my brain,” she explained. 
“It takes a lot of will.”

She said she took inspiration from one of 
the world’s best-known persons living with 
Parkinson’s. “Michael J. Fox told me, ‘I make 
plans, and I keep them,” she said. You can 
see a schedule of “A Conversation With Linda 
Ronstadt” dates on her website.

ultimateclassicrock.com

R
apper Eminem gave a shout 
out to Nicki Minaj at a gig in 
Boston, and asked fans if they 
want him to date her.

Last week, Minaj surprised 
fans by claiming she was dating Eminem  
but it later emerged she was just joking. 

Speaking on stage in Boston, Eminem 
asked the crowd how they would feel if he 
and the 35-year-old were dating, reported 
dailymail.co.uk. 

“Yo, Boston, how many people 
in here want me to date Nicki 
Minaj?” he asked. 

“So wait, one more time: Let 
me make sure I can actually 
make this official. How many 
people want me to date Nicki 
Minaj?”

And as the crowd roared, Em-
inem confessed he wanted to 
date her too. 

“Well goddam-
nit, me too! We’ll 
figure this s**t 
out. How 
we’re gonna 
deal with 
this pub-
licly?”

And 
after the 
footage 
surfaced 
on Twit-
ter, Minaj 
wrote: 
“Lmfao. The 
fact that he is 

silly and a goof just like me. Love him so 
much. We need you 

on the Queen album. 
That’s where our 
first date will be; at 

the studio while 
I gaze into your 
beautiful eyes 

as you write your 
verse. (sic)”

IANS

T
elevision and entertainment 
icon Oprah Winfrey helped film 
director Ava DuVernay meet U2 
frontman Bono.

Oprah posted a video of the 
get together, and said that her “A Wrinkle 
in Time” director is one of the Irish rock-
star’s number one fans. 

“My dear friend Ava loves Bono... So as 
a Birthday, Christmas, Easter, Forever gift I 
surprised her... With tickets to concert and 
meet and greet afterwards in Nashville! 
Sweet moment,” Oprah captioned the 
video, reports aceshowbiz.com.

The filmmaker also shared a photo-
graph from her meeting, saying she has 
“loved Bono and U2” since she was “a girl”.

“I’ve been guarded and guided by 
their work in many moments of my 
life. I first learned about human rights 
and activism, not through Martin 
Luther King as he was blandly taught 
in school, but through the passion 
of Bono’s voice singing of the civil 
rights icon in the song pride,” she 
wrote

“I named my first narrative 
film, I will follow, after their 
song that meant so much to 
me and my Aunt Denise. 
She was the one who 
first introduced me to 
their music. I played 
their song ‘BAD’ on 

the day I buried her and it helped me lift 
my head as I drove to the funeral, like a 
balm for my wounded heart.”

The filmmaker said her all-time fa-
vourite song from the band was “Drown-
ing man”. 

“It’s not a hit song. It’s a heart song. 
And it lives in mine. In the song, Bono 
sings the words: take my hand. A mo-
ment before this picture was snapped, he 
reached over and took mine in his. I was 
breathless and speechless. He and (guitar-
ist) Edge were everything a fan wishes 
their hero will be upon meeting them. 
Every single thing,” she wrote. 

DuVernay also thanked 
Winfrey for making the 

meeting happen, 
adding she knew 
the get together 
with her hero 
would make her 
heart “shine and 
shimmer and 
sing”.

IANS

D
imapur based 
rapper Sudu 
Rhax from 
Chakhesang 
community 

has released his 5th single 
“Walk this land”, stated a 
press note. 

The release mentioned 
that the song strongly 
speaks about the state and 
corruption which are taking 
place. Through the song 
Rhax motivates and seek 
people to fight against cor-
ruption so as to see a better 
state.

This song was recorded 
at Dream Music Studio 
Dimapur and video was 
edited by Konai Phom, it 
informed.

EMN

T
he ‘Mean Girls’ 
actress already 
allowed a wild 
establishment 
in Athens to 

use her identity in a bid to 
appeal to more customers 
and now she’s agreed for 
another club in Greece to 
be named Lohan Beach 
House on the popular 
island of Mykonos.

According to the New 
York Post newspaper’s 
Page Six column, the 
beach house had a “soft 
opening” on Saturday 
(27.05.18) and it’s believed 
Tyga, French Montana and 
Travis Scott are among 
the names who have been 
invited over to perform.

Meanwhile, the 

31-year-old actress - who 
started out as a model 
at the age of just three - 
hasn’t made a film since 
2013’s ‘The Canyons’ and 
has been living in London 
and with Syrian refugees 
while she got her life back 
on track following a turbu-
lent period of numerous 
stints in rehab and run-ins 
with the law.

However, acting has al-
ways been Lindsay’s “true 
passion” and she feels 
the life experiences she’s 
gained over the last few 
years can only help refine 
her talents.

Lindsay - who ap-
peared in West End stage 
show ‘Speed-the-Plow’ in 
2014 and has shot scenes 
for British comedy series 
‘Sick Note’ which are due 
to air soon - isn’t looking 
for a particular genre of 
movie and is willing to take 
her time with her come-

back in order to attach 
herself to the “right” 
script and project.

She previously 
admitted she has 

“found peace” 
since leaving the 
US.

She said: 
“Yeah, I miss 
Hollywood. [But] I 
think there’s a lot of 
noise that we deal 

with, so I found 
a kind of peace 

in life working 
with children 
and helping 
other people 
that really 
interest me. 
I think it’s 
important 
for us to see 
that all of this 
stuff is fun, 
but you have 

to take time 
for you.”
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The Core Committee members of Miss Phom 2017 in collaboration Yingla Welfare Society (Longleng district based NGO) accompanied by Miss 
Phom 2017 Moile Longkongly with the 1st runner-up Lenke Aventh and 2nd runner-up Angshom Chemdok visited Phom Lempong School in 
Longleng on Sunday May 27. As an act of goodwill, the team donated goods and essential commodities to the Phom Lempong School. 

Miss Phom 2017 goodwill visit 

ACTRESS Emma Watson 
and “Glee” star Chord 
Overstreet have ended 
their romance after six 
months of dating.

According to The 
Sun, the couple recently 
broke up, and Watson has 
unfollowed Overstreet on 
Instagram.

Watson and Over-
street met at the end of 
last year shortly after 
Watson’s two-year rela-
tionship with William 
Knight ended. 

“Emma and Chord 
kept quiet about their 
relationship at first but 
they really hit it off. 
They spent a lot of time 
together in Los Angeles 
and were photographed 
quite a bit just a couple of 
months ago. But things 
just haven’t worked out 
between them and they 
are both now single 
again,” said a source. 

IANS
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A close-up of the MOMA instrument. (NASA)

This toaster oven-sized lab to 
detect signs of life on Mars

Microneedle-based system can 
take pain away from vaccinations   

Artificial Intelligence outsmarts 
doctors at detecting skin cancer

Scientists test bacteria’s power to 
boost broccoli growth in space

Washington, May 29 
(IANS): An international 
team of scientists has cre-
ated a toaster oven-sized 
chemistry laboratory for 
a rover that will drill be-
neath the Martian surface 
looking for signs of past or 
present life.

The lab, called the 
Mars Organic Molecule 
Analyzer or MOMA, is a 
key instrument on the 
ExoMars Rover which is 
scheduled to launch to 
Mars in July, 2020 from 
the Baikonur spaceport in 
Kazakhstan, NASA said in 
a statement.

ExoMars Rover is a 
joint mission between the 
European Space Agency 
and the Russian space 
agency Roscosmos, with a 
significant contribution to 
MOMA from NASA. 

“The ExoMars Rov-
er’s two-meter deep drill 
will provide MOMA with 
unique samples that 
may contain complex or-
ganic compounds pre-
served from an ancient 
era, when life might have 
gotten started on Mars,” 
said MOMA Project Sci-

entist Will Brinckerhoff 
of NASA’s Goddard Space 
Flight Center in Greenbelt, 
Maryland.

Although the surface 
of Mars is inhospitable to 
known forms of life today, 
there is evidence that in 
the distant past, the Mar-
tian climate allowed the 
presence of liquid water — 
an essential ingredient for 

life — at the surface. 
This evidence includes 

features that resemble dry 
riverbeds and mineral de-
posits that only form in the 
presence of liquid water. 

NASA has sent rovers 
to Mars - such as the Op-
portunity and Curiosity - 
that have found additional 
signs of past habitable 
environments.

The ExoMars rover will 
be the first to explore deep 
beneath the surface, with 
a drill capable of taking 
samples from as deep as 
two metres (over six feet). 

The MOMA instru-
ment will be capable of 
detecting a wide variety of 
organic molecules.

Organic compounds 
are commonly associated 

with life, although they 
can be created by non-
biological processes as 
well. They contain carbon 
and hydrogen, and can 
include oxygen, nitrogen, 
and other elements. 

To find these mole-
cules on Mars, the MOMA 
team had to take instru-
ments that would nor-
mally occupy a couple of 
workbenches in a chem-
istry lab and shrink them 
down to roughly the size 
of a toaster oven so they 
would be practical to in-
stall on a rover.

While the instrument 
is complex, MOMA is built 
around a single, very small 
mass spectrometer that 
separates charged atoms 
and molecules by mass. 

The basic process 
for finding Martian or-
ganic compounds can 
be boiled down to two 
steps — separate organic 
molecules from the Mar-
tian rocks and sediments 
and give them an electric 
charge so they can be de-
tected and identified by 
the mass spectrometer, 
NASA said.

New Delhi, May 28 (India 
Science Wire): For kids 
who hate needle pricks, 
there may be another op-
tion in the offing.

Scientists at Hyder-
abad campus of Birla In-
stitute of Technology and 
Science (BITS) Pilani have 
developed a microneedle 
patch for drug delivery us-
ing a biopolymer, zein.

Zein is actually a pro-
tein found in corn and has 
been used in manufacture 
of biodegradable plastics, 
fibers, adhesives, coatings, 
inks, cosmetics, textiles, 
and chewing gum, and is 
considered safe for phar-
maceutical applications.

The new device, ac-
cording to the researchers, 
would result in improved 
stability of antigen after 
coating on to zein mi-
croneedles. The research 
team used micromolding, a 
fabrication technique used 
for replicating microstruc-
tures to cast cone-shaped 
zein microneedles. Mi-
croneedles, unlike a syringe 
needle, do not cause much 
injury as they need minimal 
invasion of the skin.

Vaccines are usually 
inactive or weakened an-
tigens which cannot cause 
infection but induce im-
mune response by produc-
ing antibodies. For immu-
nization, a model antigen 
Ovalbumin was loaded on 
zein microneedles and it 
was inserted into the skin 
of mouse. Later research-
ers examined the tissues 
samples and found a sig-
nificant antibody response 
against the antigen.

Microneedle patch 
technology could offer 
economic and manufac-
turing advantages. Such a 

London, May 29 (IANS): An Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) system has been 
found to detect skin cancer more ac-
curately than a group of experienced 
dermatologists from 17 countries 
around the world, a study said on 
Tuesday.

In the experiment, the team of 
researchers from Germany, France 
and the US trained a form of AI or 
Machine Learning known as a deep 
learning convolutional neural net-
work (CNN) to identify skin cancer by 
showing it more than 100,000 images 
of malignant melanomas -- the most 
lethal form of skin cancer -- as well as 
harmless moles. 

When its performance was com-
pared with that of 58 international 
dermatologists, the CNN missed 
fewer melanomas and misdiagnosed 
benign moles less often as malignant 
than the group of dermatologists, 
showed the findings published in the 
journal Annals of Oncology.

“The CNN works like the brain 
of a child. To train it, we showed the 
CNN more than 100,000 images of 
malignant and benign skin cancers 
and moles and indicated the di-
agnosis for each image,” said first 
author of the study Professor Holger 
Haenssle from the University of Hei-
delberg in Germany.

“Only dermoscopic images were 
used, that is lesions that were imaged 
at a 10-fold magnification. With each 
training image, the CNN improved 
its ability to differentiate between 

benign and malignant lesions,” 
Haenssle added. 

A CNN is an artificial neural 
network inspired by the biological 
processes at work when nerve cells 
(neurons) in the brain are connected 
to each other and respond to what 
the eye sees.

The CNN is capable of learn-
ing fast from images that it “sees” 
and teaching itself from what it has 
learned to improve its performance 
— a process known as Machine 
Learning.

“These findings show that deep 
learning convolutional neural net-
works are capable of out-performing 
dermatologists, including extensive-
ly trained experts, in the task of de-
tecting melanomas,” Haenssle said.

The incidence of malignant mel-
anoma is increasing, with an esti-
mated 232,000 new cases worldwide 
and around 55,500 deaths from the 
disease each year. 

It can be cured if detected early, 
but many cases are only diagnosed 
when the cancer is more advanced 
and harder to treat.

But despite the promising results 
from the experiment, the researchers 
do not envisage that the CNN would 
take over from dermatologists in 
diagnosing skin cancers, but that it 
could be used as an additional aid.

“This CNN may serve physicians 
involved in skin cancer screening as 
an aid in their decision whether to bi-
opsy a lesion or not,” Haenssle said.

TRAI notifies draft norms 
to curb pesky calls, texts

Meet ‘RADA’, Vistara’s robot to assist customers at airports

New Delhi, May 29 (IANS): 
The Indian telecom regulator 
on Tuesday notified the draft 
regulations to curb pesky calls 
and text messages by using 
blockchain technology, an of-
ficial statement said here.

The Telecom Regulato-
ry Authority of India (TRAI) 
said “unsolicited commercial 
communication, or spam, is 
a major nuisance to telecom 
subscribers”, and to curb the 
menace, TRAI established a 
“Do Not Disturb” (DND) reg-
istry under regulations made 
in 2010.

It said 23 crore subscribers 
have registered themselves on 
the DND registry since then. 
“But the problem was not fully 
contained because unscrupu-
lous elements started obtain-
ing customers’ consent, often 
surreptitiously, or resorted to 
use of unregistered telemar-
keters that call or message 
from a 10-digit number. In 
more recent times, the inci-
dence of fraud calls has also 
been on the rise.”

The new features of the 
regulation are adoption of Dis-
tributed Ledger Technology (or 
blockchain) as the RegTech to 
enforce regulatory compliance 
while allowing innovation in 
the market. 

“Blockchain has proven 
useful where the objective is to 

cryptographically secure infor-
mation and make it available 
only on need to know basis. Yet 
none may deny their actions 
or tamper with records, once 
recorded on the distributed 
ledger, which uniformly en-
forces compliance,” the TRAI 
statement said.

The new norms will co-reg-
ulate where Telecom Service 
Providers/Access Providers 
establish and arrange frame-
work, which is legally backed 
by regulation.

“Since the telcos can be 
expected to guard the inter-
ests of their subscribers, TRAI 
has opted for co-regulation to 
develop the solutions that can 
better serve the needs of all 
stakeholders. This would, of 
course, be allowed only within 
the framework prescribed in the 
regulations,” the statement said.

The new rule will enable 
compliance through innova-
tion in technology solution 
that are demonstrated in a 
regulatory sandbox.

It will also provide for bet-
ter control over all entities in 
the ecosystem and in the flow 
of commercial communica-
tions, beside detecting unreg-
istered telemarketers through 
collaboration.

The draft regulation issued 
today shall be open for com-
ments up to June 11, 2018.

Over 50% employees believe robots 
are addition to workforce — survey
Washington, May 29 (IANS): More than 
50 per cent employees believe that robots 
are an addition to the workforce as they 
automate repetitive or mundane work 
that they would otherwise have to do 
themselves, a survey has found.

The survey showed that workers are 
actually ready and willing to embrace ro-
bot coworkers rather than being worried 
about job losses. 

Nearly 30 per cent of employees cited 
that machines are more attractive than 
co-workers because they do not get in-
volved in office politics.

On the other hand, 34 per cent em-
ployers also agree that robots are more 
efficient and improve productivity than 
humans in the workplace.

“Far from workers worrying about their 
jobs being taken by robots, our study shows 
that employees are actually very happy 
to work alongside machines. With all the 
advantages of robots not getting involved 
in office politics too, we can expect to see 

more of this in the future!” Terri Hiskey, Vice 
President (product marketing, manufactur-
ing) at Epicor Software Corporation, US-
based global enterprise software provider, 
said in a statement on Tuesday. 

Further, the survey showed that the 
industrial workforce is getting older and 
that only a quarter (23 per cent) of busi-
nesses are currently able to attract re-
cruits with the right knowledge. Thus the 
use of robots can introduce efficiencies 
where human resource is low. 

It can also encourage young talent 
into industry-with 33 per cent of millen-
nials wanting to work at the cutting edge 
of new developments.

Around 2,500 business respondents in 
14 countries took part in the survey.

However, in order to make the most of 
the latest innovations in workplace robot-
ics and Artificial Intelligence, businesses 
need to have the right infrastructure in 
place to manage data flows effectively, the 
survey revealed.

Washington, May 29 (IANS): A team 
of student researchers in the US 
has sent broccoli seeds to the Inter-
national Space Station (ISS) to test 
whether microbes can help the veg-
etable grow better in the challenging 
conditions in space.

The goal of the experiment, 
conducted by students at Valley 
Christian High School in San Jose, 
California, is to learn how to grow 
vegetables in the microgravity con-
ditions of the space station -- and 
eventually on the Moon and Mars 
-- as human space exploration ex-
pands. 

The six broccoli seeds were sent 
aboard the Orbital ATK Cygnus 
spacecraft which delivered more 
than three tonnes of supplies to the 
crew aboard the ISS on May 24. 

Three of the seeds were sent to 
space as is, while the other three 
were coated with two different spe-
cies of bacteria developed at the 
University of Washington that can 
live inside crop plants and improve 
their growth. 

These “beneficial” microbes, also 
called endophytes, may also help 
plants grow better in extreme low-
gravity environments, and where 
nutrients or water could be lacking, 
according to a statement released by 
the university.

“It would be ideal if we could 
grow crops for astronauts at the 
space station or who are lunar- or 
Mars-based without needing to ship 
potting mix or fertilizer,” said Sharon 
Doty, Professor at the University of 

Washington, Seattle.
“We would like to be able to 

get plants to grow in what is avail-
able with a minimum input,” Doty 
added.

The students are participat-
ing in Quest Institute for Quality 
Education’s “Quest for Space” pro-
gramme and are mentored by David 
Bubenheim of NASA-Ames Research 
Center’s Biospheric Science Branch 
and John Freeman of Intrinsyx Tech-
nologies. 

The experiment was prepped in 
a flight laboratory located at NASA-
Ames Research Center in California.

“In space, plants are very stressed 
and don’t grow or reproduce well,” 
Freeman explained.

“We want plants to grow better. 
We are trying broccoli because it’s 
considered an anti-carcinogenic 
food source that is a good dietary 
candidate for deep-space explorers,” 
Freeman said. 

While a number of different 
vegetable growing experiments 
have been conducted aboard 
the ISS, this is the first that 
studies natural microbes 
to possibly help plants 
grow under nutrient 
limitations and in mi-
crogravity.

The microbes are 
first encapsulated in-
side a coating that cov-
ers the broccoli seeds, 
which protects the seeds 
from dehydration and 
allows for safe dry storage 

before the seeds are hydrated and 
grown in orbit. 

At the space station, the seeds will 
be hydrated in a small plant-growth 
chamber that provides constant light 
to promote photosynthesis. 

After the plants return from 
space, the students will measure 
their growth and chlorophyll con-
tent and compare the inoculated 
broccoli to those that were grown 
without microbes.

Separately, Doty and her team 
will receive plant samples to investi-
gate how well the two microbe spe-
cies colonised the broccoli in space, 
and whether they were as effective as 
when grown on Earth.

“We want to know whether the 
microbes still find their way inside 
the plant even in microgravity, and if 
any of the required plant signals are 
terrestrial-based,” Doty said.

patch can reduce the cost 
of vaccination since self-
administration can elimi-
nate the need of health 
workers for vaccination. 
The new patch has been 
found stable after storage 
under ambient and re-
frigerator conditions and 
can be easily packaged for 
transportation.

“ We are currently per-
forming in-vivo animal 
testing of microneedle de-
vices for their potential 
to effectively administer 
combination of drugs into 
breast tumor with minimal 
invasion. “ :Dr. Vamsi.

“We have designed 
more studies in order to 
confirm if the requirement 
of cold storage for vaccine 
products could be avoided, 
even while we can signifi-
cantly improve the people 
perception about taking 
painful vaccine injections,” 
Dr. Venkata Vamsi Krishna, 
team leader, told India Sci-
ence Wire.

Researchers expect 
their work could result 
in development of new 
mechanisms to address 
significant problems as-
sociated with drug delivery 
including cancer targeting.

Recently the team has 
tested the microneedle 
system for the delivery of 

chemotherapeutic agent 
to treat breast cancer. The 
focus of this study pub-
lished in AAPS Pharm-
SciTech Journal was to 
examine the impact of 
physicochemical proper-
ties of chemotherapeutic 
agents in their loading, 
release behaviour, and 
skin permeation using mi-
croneedles.

“We are currently per-
forming in-vivo animal 
testing of microneedle de-
vices for their potential 
to effectively administer 
combination of drugs into 
breast tumor with mini-
mal invasion. Only after 
the results from animal 
testing which could take 
4-5 months we could pres-
ent microneedle devices 
as important alternative 
to currently used inject-
able formulations” said 
Dr. Vamsi.

The research group is 
currently focused on im-
proving localized delivery 
of therapeutics, while ad-
ministering drugs through 
the skin or corneal mem-
brane. Their broader goal 
is to find ways and develop 
suitable mechanisms and 
devices to limit the expo-
sures of therapeutics to un-
wanted sites and limit them 
to disease specific site.

N e w  D e l h i ,  M a y  2 9 
(IANS): Full-service car-
rier Vistara on Tuesday 
said it has created RADA, 
an Artificial Intelligence 
(AI)-powered robot that 
can assist customers, ad-
dress their queries and 
entertain them.

During the init ial 
stage, RADA will be placed 
at Terminal 3 of Indira 
Gandhi International Air-
port in New Delhi from 
July 5 and will assist cus-

tomers using the lounge 
before they board their 
flights, Vistara said in a 
statement. 

“With RADA, we aim 
to change the way people 
interact and fly with an 
airline,” said Vistara CEO 
Leslie Thng.

RADA will be further 
developed over a period 
of time in terms of func-
tionality and features for 
future use cases, after 
gauging customer feed-

back, the company said.
At present, the robot 

can scan boarding passes 
and further provide infor-
mation on the terminal, 
departure gates, weather 
conditions of destination 
city, real time flight status 
as well as information 
about Vistara’s products 
and services. 

It can greet customers 
and interact with them 
using basic hand move-
ments, and is capable of 

moving around in the 
lounge on predefined 
pathways. 

Additionally, it can en-
gage with kids and adults 
alike by playing games 
and other multimedia 
content such as songs and 
videos, Vistara said.

“We will be devel-
oping ‘RADA’ based on 
customer feedback and 
equipping it with the most 
effective features in the 
time to come. Our stead-
fast focus remains to be 
on delighting customers 
across all touchpoints, 
and we’re confident that 
‘RADA’ will help us take 
the ‘new feeling’ to the 
next level,” Thng said.

The robot is built on 
a chassis of four wheels, 
enabling it to rotate 360 
degrees, and it has three 
in-built cameras for cog-
nitive interaction. 

C o m b i n i n g  t h e s e 
components with an ef-
fective voice technology, 
Vistara said it developed 
the robot to bring out an 
innovative solution to as-
sist customers.

TATA SIA Airlines Lim-
ited, known by the brand 
name Vistara, is a joint 
venture between Tata Sons 
Limited and Singapore 
Airlines Limited (SIA) with 
Tata Sons holding the ma-
jority stake of 51 per cent 
in the company.
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Portugal's Manuel Fernandes heads the ball in front of Tunisia's 
Ghaylen Chaaleli during a friendly soccer match between 
Portugal and Tunisia in Braga.

AP/PTI

Spain's Rafael Nadal returns a shot against Italy's Simone 
Bolelli during their first round match of the French Open tennis 
tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris.

AP/PTI

Fabinho

David WarnerCameron Bancroft

Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry (30) drives to the basket as Houston Rockets forward 
Trevor Ariza, left, defends and Warriors’ Draymond Green (23) watches.  

Curry, Durant spark Warriors win 
over Rockets to reach NBA finals

Liverpool reaches deal 
to sign Brazilian Fabinho

Warner, Bancroft to return in July

French Open: Nadal survives 
mini-crisis as Serena returns

Salto's sons Suarez and Cavani 
carry Uruguay's hopes in Russia

Portugal stumble, France impress in World Cup warm-ups

Los Angeles, May 29 (AFP): 
Stephen Curry inspired 
a second-half fightback 
as the reigning champi-
on Golden State Warriors 
booked their fourth con-
secutive NBA finals appear-
ance with a 101-92 victory 
over the Houston Rockets 
on Monday.

Curry scored 27 points 
with Kevin Durant adding 
34 as the Warriors advanced 
to an unprecedented fourth 
NBA finals meeting in a row 
against LeBron James and 
the Cleveland Cavaliers.

The Warriors' Western 
Conference finals game 
seven victory in Houston 
handed them a 4-3 series 
win, and came after the 
Rockets had led by as many 
as 15 points in the first half.

T h e  Wa r r i o r s  h a d 
looked vulnerable after a 
sluggish first-half perfor-
mance that saw them trail 
54-43 at half-time.

But just as they have 
done throughout the play-
offs, the Warriors found 
an extra gear in the third 
period, with Curry and Du-
rant suddenly finding their 
range from three-point dis-
tance to come roaring back 
into the contest.

"Basketball is a 48-min-
ute game and no matter 
how badly we played, how 
many shots we missed, 
there's always time to turn 
it around," Curry said. "The 
second half was unbeliev-
able. Happy to be back in 
the finals."

The Warriors outscored 
the Rockets by 33-15 in the 
third quarter, surging into 
a double-digit lead that 
they never looked like sur-
rendering.

Rockets coach Mike 
D'Antoni meanwhile at-
tempted to put a brave face 
on a loss which came after 

Barcelona, May 29 (Re-
uters): European cham-
pions Portugal spurned a 
two-goal lead against Tu-
nisia, stumbling to a 2-2 
draw, as France, one of the 
World Cup favourites, flexed 
their muscles with a com-
fortable 2-0 win over Ire-
land in warm-up friendlies 
on Monday. Portugal were 
without captain Cristiano 
Ronaldo after he won the 
Champions League with 
Real Madrid on Saturday 
and Tunisia exposed defen-
sive frailties in Fernando 
Santos’ side which Group B 
opponents Spain, Morocco 
and Iran will try to exploit.

Andre Silva and Joao 
Mario fired Portugal ahead 
in Braga but Tunisia’s speed 
on the counter-attack was a 
problem for the hosts.

A n i c e  B a d r i  a n d 
Fakhreddine Ben Youssef 
pulled the African side 
level, proving they will be 

no pushovers for Group 
G favourites Belgium and 
England, as well as Panama.

France put in a strong 
performance in Paris, with 
goals from Olivier Giroud 
and Nabil Fekir not telling 
the complete story of their 
dominance against Ireland.

Impressive surges from 
full backs Benjamin Mendy 
and Djibril Sidibe showed 
Les Bleus have attacking 
power outside their collec-
tion of talented forwards 
and Didier Deschamps’ 
team selection highlighted 
their squad depth.

Antoine Griezmann, 
Paul Pogba and N’Golo 
Kante did not start but Gi-
roud, Fekir and Corentin 
Tolisso impressed in their 
absence.

Coach Roberto Mancini 
began his Italy reign with a 
2-1 win over Saudi Arabia 
and his former Manchester 
City striker Mario Balotelli 

his team had battled into a 
3-2 lead earlier in the series.

"I couldn't be prouder 
of our team," D'Antoni 
said. "There's no quit in 
them. We saw where the 
bar was this year, but we 
just couldn't quite get there.

"We'll take our sum-
mer off and then we'll try it 
again next season."

- 'Extremely frustrating' -
Rockets ace James Harden, 

who finished with 32 points, 
said his team's second-half 
performances in games six 
and seven had decided the 
fate of the series.

"One half of basketball. 
Two games, six and seven. 
We just didn't have the 
same energy that we had 
in the first half, the pace," 
Harden said. "It's extremely 
frustrating."

Earlier it looked as if 
Houston were ready to snap 

the Golden State-Cleveland 
monopoly, shrugging off 
the injury absence of Chris 
Paul to make a fast start.

The Rockets swarmed 
over the vaunted Warriors 
offense to keep the visitors 
firmly on the back foot.

The Warriors looked 
nervous from the outset, 
with a string of early mis-
takes that included two 
turnovers.

Durant missed three 

Liverpool, May 29 (AP): 
Liverpool has reached a deal 
to sign Brazilian midfielder 
Fabinho from Monaco in a 
transfer reportedly worth 
€50 million ($58 million).

Liverpool announced 
the signing on its website 
on Monday, saying Fabinho 
will officially join the club 
on July 1.

Fabinho is seen as a re-
placement for Emre Can, 
who is out of contract at 
Anfield and has been linked 
with a move to Juventus.

Fabinho has made more 
than 200 appearances for 
Monaco and played a key 
role in helping the team win 
the French league and reach 
the Champions League 
semifinals in 2016-17.

Fabinho told the club’s 
official website: “I am re-
ally excited about this move. 
This is something that I 
always wanted — this is a 
giant of a team. The infra-
structures of the club look 
exceptional ... I will try to 
create my own history at this 
football club.“Hopefully, on 
a personal level, I’m able to 
win titles with this club.”

Liverpool lost Saturday’s 
Champions League final to 
Real Madrid and is looking 

free throws in a row early 
on as Houston gradually 
pulled into a 24-19 first 
quarter lead.

A disgusted Kerr told a 
courtside television inter-
viewer it was the "one of the 
worst quarters of basketball 
we've ever played."

The pressure continued 
in the second, with Clint 
Capela outstanding on de-
fence for Houston with a 
string of rebounds.

The Rockets pulled 
away in the second, with 
Harden to the fore as the 
hosts moved 15 points clear 
with both Durant and Curry 
struggling from three-point 
range.

A miserable first half 
for Golden State saw Eric 
Gordon make it 54-43 on 
the stroke of half-time with 
an aggressive driving layup.

Yet Golden State flicked 
the switch after the break, 
and Curry and Durant soon 
began raining down buck-
ets from distance.

A Durant three-pointer 
tied it at 61-61 and Curry 
then struck with a three of 
his own to give Warriors a 
64-61 lead, the first time 
they had led since a fleet-
ing 9-7 advantage early in 
the first.

Two more quick threes 
from Curry gave the War-
riors a nine-point advan-
tage at 72-63, and from their 
the NBA champions were 
too strong as an increas-
ingly desperate Houston 
chased the game. Kerr later 
said there had been no hint 
of panic at halftime as the 
Warriors trailed.

"I just tried to remind 
them that at halftime it 
was an 11-point game, and 
that's two minutes. If we 
get a couple of stops and a 
few threes we're back in it," 
Kerr said.

to improve on a fourth-
place finish in the Premier 
League next season.

The 24-year-old Fa-
binho, who has made four 
international appearances 
for Brazil, scored 31 goals 
for Monaco.

After starting out as an 
attack-minded right back, 
he developed into a hold-
ing midfielder. He is also an 
expert penalty taker.

“He is leaving for one 
of the biggest clubs of the 
moment, five years after 
arriving here on tip-toes,” 
Vadim Vasilyev, Monaco’s 
vice president, said on the 
club’s official Twitter feed.

“First of all I would like 
to acknowledge a player 
who, despite his young 
age, established himself as 
an example on and off the 
pitch.”

 Melbourne, May 29 (IANS): 
Disgraced Australian crick-
eters David Warner and 
Cameron Bancroft con-
firmed on Tuesday that 
they will return to competi-
tive cricket in July.

Warner and Bancroft 
were handed lengthy bans 
after being caught while 
attempting to tamper with 
the ball during a Test match 
against South Africa in 
March.

The duo will feature 
in the Global T20 Canada 
league, which starts next 
month.

Paris, May 29 (PTI/AFP): 
Rafael Nadal survived a 
mini-crisis to rack up his 
80th win at Roland Garros 
today as the 10-time cham-
pion defeated Italian lucky 
loser Simone Bolelli 6-4, 
6-3, 7-6 (11/9) to reach the 
second round.

Nadal had to save four 
set points in the tiebreaker 
before wrapping a victory 
which preceded the widely-
awaited return to Grand 
Slam tennis of 23-time ma-
jor winner Serena Williams.

World number one Nad-
al had been two sets up but 
0-3 down in the third when 
rain caused the tie to be sus-
pended late Monday.

He quickly levelled 
at 3-3 today, saved four 
break points in the eighth 
game before saving four 
set points. Nadal eventu-
ally claimed the match on 
a third match point when 
Bolelli dumped a forehand 
into the net.

The top seeded Nadal, 
bidding for an 11th title 
in Paris and his 17th ma-
jor, next faces Argentina's 
Guido Pella for a place in 
the last 32.

Williams returns to 
Grand Slam tennis for the 
first time since the 2017 
Australian Open where she 

won a 23rd major while also 
being two months preg-
nant.

The 36-year-old's return 
comes with the great Ameri-
can ranked at a lowly 451, a 
consequence of her lengthy 
absence from the tour after 
giving birth to her daughter 
in September.

Williams has played just 
four matches in 2018, the 
last of which was a first-
round exit to Naomi Osaka 
in Miami.

Three of her Slam titles 
have come in Paris -- in 
2002, 2013 and 2015 -- and 
longtime coach Patrick 
Mouratoglou has no doubt 
that Williams is capable of 
adding a fourth.

Williams starts her 
16th Roland Garros against 
Czech world number 70 
Kristyna Pliskova who has 
never won a match at the 
tournament in four visits.

After getting rained off 
the schedule on Monday 
night, two-time champi-
on Maria Sharapova also 
makes a comeback to the 
tournament after missing 
the 2016 and 2017 editions.

Sharapova was refused a 
wild card last year by French 
Open organisers uncom-
fortable with being seen to 
hand out a free pass to a 

opened the scoring on his 
return to the national team 
for the first time since 2014.

Italy failed to reach the 
World Cup but began a new 
era with Andrea Belotti add-
ing a second goal, but Saudi 
Arabia hit back thanks to Ya-
hya Al Sheri and could have 
grabbed a late equaliser.

Their revival gives them 
hope of competing well in 
World Cup Group A, where 
hosts Russia, Uruguay and 
Egypt await.

Iran suffered a blow to 
their confidence, losing 2-1 
in Istanbul against Turkey, 
who have not qualified for 

the finals, Cenk Tosun scor-
ing both goals for the home 
team early in each half.

Ashkan Dejagah netted 
from the penalty spot in the 
92nd minute to give the visi-
tors a consolation.

Iran,  appear ing in 
their fifth World Cup, will 
go to Russia hoping to ad-
vance for the first time to 
the knockout phase from 
Group B.

Forward Son Heung-
min lashed home from dis-
tance as South Korea beat 
Honduras 2-0 in Daegu, 
getting their preparations 
for Russia off to a good start.

Former Barcelona B 
midfielder Lee Seung-woo, 
now at Hellas Verona, im-
pressed on his debut and 
pushed his claims to be 
included in coach Shin Tae-
yong’s final 23-man squad.

South Korea are under-
dogs in Group F, where they 
face Germany, Mexico and 
Sweden.

Nigeria were frustrated 
in a 1-1 draw with DR Con-
go in Port Harcourt which 
does not bode well for their 
challenge of qualifying from 
World Cup Group D which 
also includes Argentina, 
Iceland and Croatia.

Lucas Motta flicks the ball to 
a teammate and shouts for a 
return pass, "One-two! One-
two!" -- like every kid in the 
town of Salto, his dream is 
to follow in the footsteps its 
most famous sons.

Edinson Cavani and 
Luis Suarez were born in 
this northern Uruguayan 
river town just three weeks 
apart in the late austral 
summer of 1987.

Down the years, tiny 
Uruguay, with its popu-
lation of 3.5 million, has 
turned out an impressive 
list of stars of world soccer, 
players like Diego Forlan 
and Enzo Francescoli, and 
won the game's biggest 
prize in 1930 and 1950.

Salto stands proud in 
that tradition, cradle of one 
of the hottest strikeforces at 
the World Cup in Russia.

On the windows of the 
clubhouse of the 103-year-
old Nacional de Salto foot-
ball club, two huge photos 
show the local stars as chil-
dren.

"Many people see in 
them the future of their off-
spring," says Jose Luis Per-
tusatti, the club's secretary, 
adding that in Salto, "people 

identify" with Suarez and 
Cavani.

"They see them as being 
part of their history," says 
chairman Francisco Cano.

A life-sized statue of 
Barcelona's Suarez beams a 
toothy smile along the city's 
main street. The statue of 
"El Pistolero" is painted in 
the sky blue of the national 
team.

On a wall by the river, a 
mural shows "El Matador" 
Cavani wheeling away after 
scoring yet another goal, his 
long black hair flowing.

To follow Paris Saint-
Germain's Cavani "is a 
dream that drives me every 
day," 13-year-old Lucas tells 
AFP.

"Today we are small, 
and it's a pastime, but after 
that it will become a job. I 
want to do it so I can help 
my family."

His mother Susana, 34, 
reminds her boy that school 
and study must come first. 
"Cavani is a humble player, 
you have to be like him."

Cavani was the top 
scorer in the French league 
in the season just finished 
with 28 goals for Paris Saint-
Germain. Suarez heads to 
Russia having scored 25 La 
Liga goals for Barcelona. He 
has scored a record 50 goals 
for Uruguay in 97 interna-
tionals. Cavani has netted 
42 in 100 appearances. 

(AFP )

player who had just com-
pleted a 15-month doping 
ban.

Five-time major win-
ner Sharapova faces Dutch 
qualifier Richel Hogen-
kamp, ranked at 133, on 
Court Suzanne Lenglen.

Third seed Marin Cilic 
reached the second round 
with a 6-3, 7-5, 7-6 (7/4) 
win over Australia's James 
Duckworth.

Wimbledon and Austra-
lian Open runner-up Cilic, 
29, fired 47 winners and 
13 aces past the 1,072th-
ranked Duckworth who was 
playing his first match since 
the 2017 Australian Open.

Since that time, the 
26-year-old has been bat-
tling a foot injury which 
required surgery in January 
2017.

Canadian teenager De-
nis Shapovalov eased to a 
7-5, 6-4, 6-2 victory over 
Australian John Millman 
in his first ever main-draw 
French Open match.

The 19-year-old, who 
lost in Roland Garros quali-
fying last year but is now the 
24th seed, will next take on 
German world number 70 
Maximilian Marterer for a 
place in the last 32.

Third seed and 2016 
champion Garbine Mugu-
ruza defeated 2009 winner 
Svetlana Kuznetsova 7-6 
(7/0), 6-2.

Spain's Muguruza next 
faces French wildcard Fio-
na Ferro, ranked 257, for a 
place in the last 32.

With the headlines 
dominated by the returns 
of Williams and Sharapova, 
world number one Simona 
Halep will begin her latest 
bid to win a maiden Slam 
very much under the radar.

The Romanian, who 
blew a set and 3-0 lead to 
lose the 2017 final to Jelena 
Ostapenko, faces Alison 
Riske, the 83rd-ranked 
American.

I'm really looking for-
ward to playing in the Strike 
League in July. I heard so 
much about the competi-
tion while I was in Darwin 
earlier this month that I'm 
keen to be part of it," War-
ner was quoted as saying 

by the Cricket Australia 
website.

According to Cricket 
Australia, Bancroft will 
play the entire tournament 
while Warner will feature 
in two one-day matches on 
July 21 and 22.


