
Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio while casting his vote at Tuophema Basa in Kohima on Monday. 

Dielepuii Metha, aged 98, of Chiechama village being assisted to the 
polling station to cast her vote.

A group of women wait for their turn to cast vote at a polling station in Chumukedima. 
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State registers 75% voters turnout; seven arrested for violence at Kubza village in Mokokchung

District records 85% turnout of voters 

Re-poll recommended for 18 polling stations in Nagaland 
Customary election 
violence in Mokokchung 

Polling in Dimapur peaceful; 68% turnout

No response from any state govt. on 
proposed guidelines on national anthem

Delhi proposes 
50% profit cap on 
medicines at hospitals
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Age is just a number, fitness 
matters –  Dhoni  |  P11

No comprehensive dialogue 
with Pakistan till it shuns 

terrorism – Swaraj |  P8

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, May 28 (EMN): 
Barring a few incidents here 
and there, the by-election to 
the lone Lok Sabha seat for 
Nagaland that was held on 
May 28 was stated to have 
been peaceful. The estimat-
ed voter turnout was 75% at 
the time this report was be-
ing filed (subject to change).  
The average 75% is out of 
11,97,436 voters enrolled to 
exercise their franchise at 
2196 polling stations across 
the state, according to the 
provisional figures that was 
provided. 

Addressing media per-
sons on Monday evening, 
Commissioner and Re-
turning Officer (RO) Mot-
suthung Patton said that 
the overall situation was 
peaceful except for minor 
incidents in some pockets of 
the state. While the deputy 
commissioner and RO of 
Mokokchung has recom-
mended re-polling in ‘PS 
26/13’ of Kubza vilage at 
26th Aonglenden assem-
bly constituency (AC) in 
Mokokchung district, com-
plaints received from vari-
ous political parties have 
recommended re-polling 
for 17 polling stations at 
Meluri in Phek district, and 
one polling station at Lerie 
colony in Kohima district.

However, Patton said 
that the final call for re-poll-
ing in said polling stations 
would be taken by the Elec-
tion Commission of India 
after examining complaints 

Arjun Rampal, Mehr Jesia separate 
after 20 years of marriage  |  P10

 

Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 30° 20°

Agartala 35° 25°

Gangtok 25° 13°

Guwahati 33° 23°

Imphal 30° 19°

Itanagar 29° 20°

Shillong 24° 16°

Delhi 44° 29°

Kolkata 36° 26°

Chennai 38° 30°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 25° 17°
DIMAPUR 31° 22°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 12mm 90%
DIMAPUR Nil 94%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals

WEATHER
TEMPERATURE

Don't cry because it's 
over, smile because it 

happened.

~ Dr. Seuss

You said this time it'll be 
different...you said it won't be 

like last time.

Mirror Takes

~ Arien

Eastern Mirror wishes 
to inform our esteemed 

readers that the new 
revised rate of the 
newspaper starting 

1st June 2018 will be 
INR 5/- per copy. 
The rate revision is 

due to cost escalation 
of raw materials and 
logistics in lieu of 

GST implementation. 
Eastern Mirror hopes 
that our dear readers 

will continue to 
support our endeavour 
to provide more news 

and more truth.

NOTICE

forwarded through the 
state’s chief electoral officer.

Although there were re-
ports of numerous instanc-
es of proxy voting, Patton 
said that the state’s election 
office was yet to receive any 
official complaint in this 
regard. 

Seven arrested in 26th 
Aonglenden 
It was informed that around 
1:30 pm, around 70-80 peo-
ple came to polling sta-
tion-13 at Kubza village 
at 26th Aonglenden AC in 
Mokokchung district and 
forced their way in and 
smashed the ballot unit 
and control unit. 

In this connection, Pat-
ton informed that seven 
persons have been arrested 
by the police and placed in 
custody. All precautionary 
measures to avoid further 
escalation have been taken, 
he said. Till the time this 
report was being filed, the 
situation was said to be un-
der control.

M o k o k c h u n g  D C , 
Sachin Jaiswal has lodged a 
complaint to the RO citing 
the incident at ‘PS 26/13 
Kubza.’ At the time of the 
incident 85% voters had re-
portedly cast their votes and 
no votes were polled further. 

The officer also said that 
the Voter Verifiable Paper 
Audit Trail (VVPAT) slips 
were intact in the machine 
after the incident. However 
the damage was reportedly 
to an extent that the result 
of the poll cannot be as-
certained by the Electronic 
Voting Machine. The matter 
has been reported based 
on subsection- 1 of section 
58 of the Representation of 
People’s Act of 1952, updates 
said.
Re-poll recommended 
As per complaints received 
from various quarters re-

poll has been recommend-
ed for 17 polling stations. 
Meluri alone threw up 16. 

According to the letter 
of complaint made avail-
able to media persons, re-
polling has been demanded 
for Mollen village, Hutsu 
village, Yesi village, Kuzatu 
village, Shatuza village, and 
Yesisotha village at 20th 
Meluri AC in Phek district. 
The letter of complaint was 
filed by Eduzu Theluo, the 
general secretary of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party's 
Nagaland unit.

The complaint was ad-
dressed to the Returning 
Officer (RO). It cited that 
genuine voters supporting 
the People's Democratic Al-
liance’s candidate were not 
allowed to exercise their vot-
ing rights in the mentioned 
villages.

Complaints were also 
received from a Naga Peo-
ple's Front election agent 
and another person in 20th 
Meluri AC demanding re-
polling at 10 polling booths. 
It was alleged that National-
ist Democratic Progressive 
Party (NDPP) supporters 
from Meluri, Khumiasu and 
Lephori village deprived 
NPF supporters of exercis-
ing their franchise.

The re-polling has been 
recommended for the sta-
tions Meluri Christian khel-
a, Meluri Christian khel-b; 
Meluri non-Christian khel, 
Riehoupe, Meluri town a, 
b, c and d wing; Khumiasu 
village and Lephori village.

Another complaint 
filed by S Akho Leyri, the 
NPF’s election agent, has 
demanded re-polling for 
38th PS in Lerie Colony of 
Kohima. It stated that NPF 
supporters were not allowed 
to cast their votes without 
voter’s slip in spite of pro-
ducing other relevant docu-
ments approved by the ECI.

district, which falls in the 
disputed area between 
Nagaland and Assam, was 
peaceful. It registered 80% 
voter-turnout. The poll, he 
said, was conducted in a 
makeshift polling station.

Scrutiny in all the as-

sembly constituencies, he 
informed, will be held on 
May 29 at 11 am in all the 12 
election district headquar-
ters while counting of votes 
will be on May 31. If any re-
poll is to be held, it has been 
scheduled for May 30.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, May 28 
(EMN): The Election Com-
mission India (ECI) might 
order re-polling at Kubza 
village in the 26th Aon-
glenden assembly con-
stituency in Mokokchung 
district following reports 
of untoward incidents at 
13-Kubza polling station 
on Monday afternoon.

As voting for the Lok 
Sabha by-election in the 
village was going smoothly 
at around 12:30 some mis-
creants entered the polling 
station and destroyed the 
EVMs, said Sachin Jaiswal, 
the deputy commissioner 
of Mokokchung.

Jaiswal said that 77% 
of the votes had been cast 
when the ‘unknown mis-
creants ‘ransacked the 
polling station. However, 
Voter Verifiable Paper Au-
dit Trail or Verifiable Paper 
Record was left undam-
aged during the incident.

Polling was stopped 
after the incident, it was 
informed. 

The situation could not 
be handled because of thin 
security arrangements. 
However, after receiving 
the information additional 
security forces were de-
ployed to normalise the 
situation, Jaiswal said. In 
this connection, seven per-
sons have arrested by the 
police.

Jaiswal has also sent a 
report to the ECI request-
ing re-polling at 13-Kubza 
polling station. 

Kubza village consists 
of 641 voters. Altogether 
13 companies of security 
forces including five com-
panies of the 5th BSF were 
deployed in Mokokchung 
district to ensure free and 
fair polls for the Lok Sabha 
by-election.  

Out of 1,36,883 eligible 
voters in 226 polling sta-
tions in the district, 85%  
turnout was reported on 
Monday. Till late Mon-
day evening, 123 EVMs 
were said to have reached 
Mo k o k c h u n g  d i s t r i c t 
headquarter.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, May 28 (EMN): 
Voting in Dimapur for Na-
galand's lone Lok Sabha 
seat was held peacefully 
but with only 68% turnout 
compared to the 88.25% 
that was registered in 2014. 

Comparing to the as-
sembly elections that was 
held in February this year, 
voters’ participation in the 
by-polls was drastically low. 
Most polling stations in Di-
mapur bore a deserted look.

The deputy commis-
sioner (DC) of Dimapur, 
Sushil Kumar Patel told 
Eastern Mirror that the 
people took the previous 
assembly election rather 
seriously comparing to the 
Lok Sabha by-election. He 
added that the heavy rain-
fall in the morning was an-
other reason why voters did 
not turn out as expected. 

Patel informed that 
26 polling stations were 
managed by women. He 
mentioned that 17 Voter 
Verifiable Paper Audit Trail 
(VVPAT) machines were 
replaced before the mock 
poll. Six VVPAT were re-
placed later on. “Few errors 

New Delhi, May 28 (IANS): The profit per cent 
on medicines, consumables at city private 
hospitals and nursing homes has been pro-
posed to be capped at 50 in a draft advisory, 
Health Minister Satyendar Jain said here on 
Monday.

Addressing the media, Jain said the draft 
advisory would now be put in the public 
domain for objections and suggestions for 
30 days.

According to the draft advisory, the price 
of medicines and consumables could be a 
maximum of 50 per cent more than the pur-
chase price, or it could be the MRP, whichever 
is lower.

In December, the Delhi government 
formed a nine-member committee to put a 
cap on the profit on medicines and consuma-
bles in private hospitals and nursing homes.

The committee had experts including 
members from the Indian Medical Associa-
tion and the Delhi Medical Council among 
others. Setting up the committee, Jain had 
said hospitals make profits of upto 500 and 
1,000 per cent which was not acceptable.  

The complainant al-
leged that the booth-level 
officer was 'extremely bi-
ased' and gave voters’ slips 
to supporters of the NDPP 
candidates only. The poll-
ing officer was accused of 
not allowing the voters who 
did not bring voters’ slip 
although they had other rel-
evant documents approved 
by the ECI.

Peaceful polling in 
Ladigarh

Patton said polling at La-
digarh in Tamlu in Longleng 

popped up also and ac-
cordingly the sector officer 
corrected them.” 

The DC added that 
there shall be only one 
counting hall, unlike the 
previous assembly elec-
tion’s vote counting proc-
ess. The counted votes will 
be compiled at the com-
missioner’s level, while the 
returning officer will de-
clare the results. 

Some dobashis shared 
their views about the low 

turnout of voters in the 
district. According to them, 
the citizens give “more in-
terest” to assembly election 
candidates than Member 
of Parliament (MP) candi-
dates. 

They were of the opin-
ion that people have a 
tendency to assume that 
an MP would not do any-
thing for the state. Adding 
to which, they said, the ‘MP 
candidate will neither look 
into the welfare of the peo-

ple nor into grass root level 
development.’ 

“People have lost their 
trust in their leaders and 
the leaders must refine 
themselves to win back 
the trust of the people,” a 
dobashi added. 

However some citizens 
were of the view that the 
low voter participation was 
because ‘people are run-
ning after money.’ “The MP 
election is of paramount 
importance and one should 

not undermine its signif-
icance,” a citizen of Di-
mapur commented.   

A council member at 
PWD colony said that there 
was no “co-relation be-
tween the candidate and 
public” in response to why 
the turnout was so low at 
their polling stations. “The 
public does not know what 
the Member of Parliament 
is bringing to the state; we 
never see MPs when par-
liament is also in session,” 
said the member adding 
that the MPs should leave 
“imprints on rocks and not 
on sand.”

It was also informed 
that booth level officers at 
some polling stations did 
not collect even 30% of the 
voter slips. 

Rains during the first 
hour of polling in Naharbari 
and Purana Bazaar areas 
along the National Highway 
39 resulted in low turnout of 
voters but slowly picked up 
by 9:30 am. 

The police informed 
that 1800 police personnel 
from the centre besides the 
state's force were deployed 
in Dimapur.

New Delhi, May 28 (PTI): The 
state governments have not 
responded so far to a letter 
sent by an inter-ministerial 
committee seeking sugges-
tions on framing guidelines on 
occasions when the national 
anthem should be played, of-
ficials said today.

The 12-member inter-
ministerial panel was set up 
on December 5, 2017 following 
a Supreme Court observation 
on the national anthem being 
played at cinema halls.

"We have sent a letter to 
all state governments about 
two months ago seeking their 
opinion on framing guidelines 
on circumstances and occa-
sions on which the national 
anthem is to be played or sung. 
No state government has re-
sponded yet to the letter," a 
senior home ministry official 

said.
The central government set 

up the committee after a Su-
preme Court bench compris-
ing Justices A M Khanwilkar 
and D Y Chandrachud in Octo-
ber 2017 observed that people 
"cannot be forced to carry 
patriotism on their sleeves" 
and it cannot be assumed that 
if a person does not stand up 
for the national anthem, he or 

she is "less patriotic".
Besides framing guidelines 

on when the national anthem 
should be played or sung, the 
committee was mandated 
to recommend, if needed, 
"observance of proper deco-
rum when national anthem is 
played or sung", and to suggest 
any amendments, if required, 
in the Acts and orders related 
to The Prevention of Insults 

to National Honour Act, 1971.
On January 9 this year, a 

bench headed by Chief Jus-
tice of India Dipak Misra had 
modified the November 30, 
2016 order which had made 
the playing of national anthem 
in cinema halls mandatory.

The bench had said it 
would be up to cinema hall 
owners whether or not to play 
the national anthem. The 
bench, also comprising Jus-
tices A M Khanwilkar and D Y 
Chandrachud, made it clear, 
however, that movie-goers will 
have to show respect to the 
anthem in case it is played, and 
they will have to stand.

Following the Supreme 
Court's order, the home minis-
try, in February, wrote to all the 
states and union territories, 
informing them about the rul-
ing and reiterating that playing 

the national anthem in cinema 
halls was optional.

Another official said it 
is practically not possible to 
make mandatory for everyone 
to stand up when the national 
anthem is played, especially 
in case of disabled persons, 
including mental disability.

The inter-ministerial 
committee is headed by Sec-
retary (Border Management) 
Brij Raj Sharma. The other 
members in the committee 
are mostly joint secretary-
level officers nominated by 
the Ministries of Defence, 
External Affairs, Women and 
Child Development, HRD, 
Culture, Parliamentary Af-
fairs, Law, Minority Affairs, 
Information and Broadcast-
ing and the Department of 
Empowerment of Persons 
with Disabilities.
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Glimpses of the Lok Sabha by-election across state

Forest department holds talks to conserve environment

NRLM’s roll out workshop concludes

Farmers urged to advocate organic farming St. Stephen’s school observes cultural day

State to observe World No Tobacco Day

Power outage in Mon district

NSF takes charge of DSNU

Human-animal conflict mitigation 
programme held in Tuensang

Modern College observes World Honeybee Day

Electors lined up to cast their vote at polling station 10 at Walo ward at 46th assembly constituency in 
Mon town.

Forest department officers and participants pose for the lens during a seminar on conserving environment at the Blyth’s Tragopan 
Conservation & Breeding Centre in Kohima on May 25.

Resource persons and staff of the state’s NRLM during the workshop on May 25.

Elderly persons wait in a queue to cast their votes during voting at L khel 
in Kohima village on May 28. Voters standing in queues outside a polling station to cast their votes in Phek town on May 28.

Students of St. Stephen Higher Secondary School pose for a group photograph during a programme 
marking their annual cultural day on May 21.

Resource persons along with students and teachers of Modern College in Kohima during a programme that was conducted to mark 
World Honeybee Day.

Rüzaphema union felicitates 
successful students
Rüzaphema Students’ Union (RSU) has felicitated successful 
students of the HSLC and HSSLC. RSU has organised a 
felicitation programme on May 27. The programme began 
with an invocation said by Kelhoungusa, deacon, while the 
welcome address was said by Bato, vice president. The union 
press release issued by its president, Mütsitsü Chüzho and 
the vice president Bato Yokha have wished all success in their 
future endeavour.

PDBA convenes meeting
Phek District Badminton Association (PDBA) has convened an 
executive meeting on May 31 at 9 am at Pine Hotel, Kohima. 
The meeting has been convened to discuss on the matters 
relating to hosting of Nagaland inter-district badminton 
tournament and open championship 2018 .The association 
president, Kelhikha Kenye has requested all the concerned 
executive members to attend the proposed meeting without 
fail. 

Army recruitment results in June 
A recruitment rally was held in Tuensang from April 12 to 
14 for enrolment of boys from Nagaland to Indian Army. 
Subsequently medical fitness test was conducted from April 
15 to May 5. The written test for the successful candidates 
was held at Rangapahar, Dimapur, May 27, wherein a total of 
499 candidates took the examination. The result of the test is 
likely to be declared in the website www.joinindianarmy.nic.
in by second week of June 2018.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, May 28 (EMN): Naga Stu-
dents’ Federation (NSF) has taken over 
the functioning of the Dimapur Naga 
Students Union (DNSU), which was 
stated to have been defunct. As per 
the approval of the federal assembly, 
NSF has appointed a five member High 
Power Committee (HPC) headed by K 
Temjen Jamir as convener along with 
V Phushika Awomi as member secre-
tary and three other members namely 

Sakho Angami, G Vashum, Mhachio 
Lotha. NSF has stated this in a release 
on May 26. 

The press release stated that the HPC 
would take over the affairs of the DNSU 
and would be responsible to perform the 
duties of the office till further notice. The 
federation has further appealed to all 
the constituent units of the DNSU and 
the public to extend their support and 
cooperation to the committee.

Dimapur, May 28 (EMN): Dimapur Dis-
trict Tobacco Control Cell (DTCC) has 
announced to observe the ‘World No 
Tobacco Day’ on May 31.

In this connection, all the institutions 
in Dimapur and the tobacco free schools 
and colleges are directed to observe the 
day. The Dimapur district cell has asked 
the schools and colleges to do some sort 
of activities on May 31 to mark ‘World no 
tobacco day.

An update informed that the theme 
for this year was focus on heart diseases.  
The theme was selected to reflect the 

increasing trend of the incidence of 
cardio-vascular diseases attributing to 
tobacco use. 

DTCC has informed to conduct liter-
ary competitions in which the winners 
would be provided with certificates on 
that day. The competition would include 
poster and painting competition basing 
on the theme. 

All schools are asked to depute two 
students for the competition. Cash priz-
es would be awarded to the best three 
winners. It further informed that the 
competitions would begins at 9:30 am.

tion nature. He applauded 
the four villages for their 
selfless and generous ap-
proach of preserving their 
community forest for the 
future generation. 

The chairmen from the 
four community reserve 
villages namely D Khel Ko-
hima, Mezoma, Kigwema, 
and Dihoma spoke on the 
works carried out on their 
community reserves and 
gave their words to work 
hand in hand with the For-
est department. 

The press note men-
tioned that a quiz compe-
tition was also conducted 
for the students who at-
tended the seminar.

Social Development –Gen-
der;  Financial Inclusion; 
Livelihoods-RSETI and 
DDU-GKY (Skills), SVEP 
and MKSP; HR; Finance; 
Procurement; Knowledge 
Management & Commu-
nication; and Monitoring 

& Evaluation/MIS were 
done and incorporated 
by the management units 
in their respective district 
annual plans. 

According to the up-
dates, targeted capacity 
building plans and calen-

dar were also developed 
for the staff and commu-
nity institutions and its 
members, leaders, and 
cadres.

The updates stated 
that the entire process 
was facilitated by the chief 

operating officer (pro-
grams) of NSRLM, M Rol-
lan Lotha. The resource 
persons joining with 
Lotha during the process 
were Trivikram, Shivaji N 
Choudhury, B.K.Basu, and 
Madhabananda Ray.

Dimapur, May 28 (EMN): Mon district 
and other adjoin areas would undergo 
power outage following breakdown of 66 
kv transformer.

The sub-divisional officer (transmis-
sion) of Mokokchung informed that the 
electricity consumers in Mon district 
have to undergo black-out due to break 
down of 66KV following heavy storm and 
rain at Tuli-Naginimora-Tizit transmis-
sion line.

An updates from the department on 
May 27 informed that one of the conduc-
tors had been snapped due to lightning 
strike at Anaki-C village in Mokokchung 
district in the evening of May 26 causing 
blackout in the whole of Mon district. It 
added that the department is working on 
a war footing to restore the power supply 
at the earliest. It has appealed to all the 
esteemed consumers to bear with the 
inconveniences. 

Dimapur, May 28 (EMN): 
Forest department, Tuen-
sang and Kiphire divisions, 
have jointly organised an 
awareness programme on 
human-animal conflict 
mitigation programme at 
Khudei and Buthembou on 
May 18. 

The programme was 
conducted aiming at con-
serving of nature. The pro-
gramme was conducted 
as part of the scheme of 
the Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate 
Change, New Delhi. The 
programme was attended 
by members of the local-
ity, officers from the forest 
department, council mem-
bers, and Gaonburas.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, divisional forest of-
ficer of Tuensang, Dr. C 
Zupeni Tsanglao, stated 
that the habitat of wildlife 

is shrinking due to increase 
in human-animal conflict. 
Speaking on the impor-
tance of wildlife, she point-
ed out that there would be 
no life without wildlife. 

She has also highlighted 
on the provisions of Wildlife 
Protection Act of 1972.  The 
villagers were said to have 
been benefitted out of such 
existing law as they were 
not aware of it. 

Tuensang’s Ranger Ts-
ingtringse Sangtam men-
tioned about the mitigation 
measures of human animal 
conflict and how to manage 
when such case happened 
in the village. 

The vi l lage counci l 
members of the Khudei 
and Buthembou assured 
to offer full cooperation as 
and when required to for 
reducing the human animal 
conflict in their villages.

D i m a p u r,   M a y  2 8 
(EMN):  Basing on the 
t h e m e  ‘ C e l e b r a t i n g 
cultural diversity,’ St. 
Stephen’s Higher Sec-
ondary School, near DC 
Court, Dimapur, has held 
its annual cultural day 
programme on May 21.

The programme was 
conducted by the cultural 
club of the school led by 
its club teacher in-charge, 
Ms Vivi Yepthomi. It stated 
that speech on the theme 
was delivered by Ms Lomi 
A Yepthomi, while the 
students of Class XII (Arts) 

have presented items fo-
cusing on promoting cul-
ture, arts and in pursuing 
academic excellence. 

D u r i n g  t h e  p r o -
gramme, the junior mem-
bers have also presented 
various Naga cultural 
items.

Dimapur, May 28 (EMN): Na-
galand Beekeeping and Honey 
Mission (NBHM), a state desig-
nated agency for beekeeping and 
development programme, has 
observed the World Honeybee 
Day at Modern College Kohima 
on May 22.

T h e  t e a m  w a s  l e d  by  T 
Mhabemo Yanthan, secretary 
and team leader of NHBM, along 

with his team members includ-
ing Nzanbemo K Lotha and 
Neilazono. 

The organisation press re-
lease stated that all the speakers 
had made presentation of the 
mission aimed at creating aware-
ness on the role that honeybees 
play for betterment of mankind 
in terms of health benefits, econ-
omy and ecology. The emphasis 

of the programme was mainly 
to create awareness about the 
importance of bees, which play a 
significant role in the pollination 
process. 

It was brought to light that in 
the absence of bees, the ecology 
is disturbed whereby humans 
resort to manual pollination 
which is strenuous and becomes 
impossible task for the humans. 

Dimapur, May 28 (EMN): ATMA 
Chunlikha block under Kohima 
district had conducted a one-
day demonstration programme 
on May 19 for various villages 
under Chunlikha block.

BT T convenor,  Micheal 
(ACTO,  KVK Tesophenyu), 
shared about the concept and 
importance of food security and 
some of the alternate ways of 
preserving agricultural produce 
where there are no facilities of 
proper cooling storage. He also 
advised farmers to emphasise 
more on kitchen garden and its 
basic necessities. 

He has demonstrated on sci-
entific practices and packaging 
of Kharif crops for marketing. 
Besides, imparted knowledge 
on pest management on paddy 
by introducing Ticho-cards in to 
the field. 

Block Technology Manager 
(BTM) Kekhriesielie conducted 
a demonstration programme 
on organic seed treatment using 
pseudomonas strain on paddy 
seeds at Tesophenyu new vil-
lage. He encouraged the famers 
to focus on Biofertilizers rather 
than using chemical fertilizers. 
He also spoke on the benefit of 

Biofertilizers in controlling vari-
ous fungal and bacterial diseases 
which affects the crop. Precau-
tionary measures, methods and 
dosage were also taught to the 
farmers.  

Assistant Technology Man-
ager (ATM) Sinlo Khing dem-
onstrated on preparation of 
nursery bed for paddy seeds 
at Tesophenyu new village. He 
also spoke on the importance of 
spacing according to its variety 
and how it affects the crop yield 
and also techniques involving 
in nursery bed preparation for 
higher yield comparing to tradi-

tional method.
ATM Kebegi Kent demon-

strated on management of post- 
harvest diseases of potato at 
Tesophenyu new village. She 
highlighted some of the control 
measures and management 
practices of tuber diseases such 
as brown rot, potato wart, dry 
rot and charcoal rot. She also 
spoke on various types of stor-
age structures which can be 
maintained by the farmers eas-
ily in an cost-effective way. A 
total of 37 farmers were ben-
efited from the demonstration 
programme.

Dimapur, May 28 (EMN): 
A seminar on community 
reserve was conducted 
by the wildlife division, 

department of Environ-
ment, Forests & Climate 
Change on May 25 at the 
Blyths Tragopan Conser-

vation & Breeding Centre 
in Kohima. 

According to a depart-
ment release, resource 

person Dr. Keneilhoutuo-
lie Miachieo spoke on 
the importance and re-
sponsibility of preserva-

Dimapur, May 28 (EMN): 
Nagaland State Rural Live-
lihood Mission (NSRLM 
has organised a four-day 
state level AAP roll out and 
dissemination workshop 
which concluded on May 
25.

The department press 
release stated that the 
workshop had set a dis-
trict-wise SMART annual 
objectives and targets ac-
cording to state AAP FY 
2018-19. It added that the 
Performance Manage-
ment System (PMS) and 
Staff Performance Plan 
and Assessment (SPPA) 
was also rolled out. 

The press note men-
tioned that thematic pres-
entations and dissemi-
nation about Institution 
Building and Capacity 
Building; Social Inclusion-
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The first postgraduates from Unity College seen here with their teachers 
during the farewell programme in the college’s premises in Dimapur.

A 90-year old woman from Khensa village in Mokokchung district walks home after voting 
in the by-elections to the Lok Sabha.

Organisers and students who attended the career guidance at Tuli in Mokokchung.

Students mull career prospects at guidance conclave 

Unity College bids 
adieu to 1st PG batch

By-election conducted 
peacefully in Nagaland

STATE

D i m a p u r ,  M a y  2 8 
(EMN): A career guid-
ance programme jointly 
organized by Sachdeva 
Coaching Centre and 
R a j e s h w a r i  K a r u n a 
School was conducted 
for students of Tuli May 

26 at Rajeshwari Karuna 
School in Tuli.

During a seminar, 
director of the Com-
munity Education Cen-
tre Society, Subonenba 
LongKumer, exhorted 
the students to be seri-

ous in life and to work 
today for tomorrow.

Resource person, 
Imsuwapang, coordina-
tor of Sachdeva Coach-
ing Centre of Dimapur 
spoke on how to pre-
pare for the competitive 

ELITE ACADEMY
NEAR NEW N S T BUS STATION

KOHIMA

Ph. 9862034454
Admission Going on for:

1) Coaching for N P S C / U P S C Prelims 
Exam 2018, SSC and Banking

2) Coaching for class 10 ( All subjects) 
& 12 Repeaters (Arts, Science and 
Commerce)

3) Computer Courses 
4) Special Coaching for Stenography and 

Typewriting
5) Spoken English (Communicative 

English)
K-1729

Urgently required admission
counselor  at Nagaland.
Educational qualification:
Graduate with good
communication skill.
Period of work: 2 months.
Package @ Rs.50,000/-.
Contact No.:- 86384 10821

SITUATION VACANT

Dimapur, May 28 (EMN): The by-
election to the Lok Sabha seat for 
the Parliamentary Constituency of 
Nagaland was reported to have con-
ducted smoothly across the state as 
per scheduled by the Election Com-
mission of India on Monday, May 28. 
By and large the elections were held 
peacefully without any untoward 
incidents.

According to DPRO report, in 
Tseminyu sub-division the by-elec-
tion was conducted peacefully in all 
the 44 polling stations. In Wokha the 
same was carried out peacefully at 
207 polling station and 199 polling 
stations in Zunheboto. No untoward 
incidents were reported in other dis-
tricts as well. 

In Kiphire, besides some technical 
problem at Shishimi in Kyehe village 
and New Longmatra, where EVM and 
VVPAT were compelled to replace, the 
poll was sucessfully conducted. 

Dimapur, May 28 (EMN): 
Department of Com-
merce of Unity College 
on May 26, bade farewell 
to its 1st M.Com batch 
at the College seminar 
hall. The programme was 
organised by the 2nd Se-
mester students. 

Principal of the col-
lege, Dr. SK Chhabra, in 
his speech encouraged 
the outgoing students to 
strive for success and to 

go for higher degrees. He 
reminded that M.Com 
2016 batch will always 
remain special for being 
the first batch. 

Speech on behalf of 
the teachers was deliv-
ered by Dr. Tongpang-
kumla, HOD, department 
of Commerce. Aloto Sumi 
and. Priyanka Das spoke 
on behalf of the outgoing 
and remaining students 
in line.

exams. He said to achieve 
success, one should have 
aim in life, read the right 
materials and have study 
plan. 

Proprietor of the Sach-
deva Coaching Centre of 
Dimapur, Anungla, en-
lightened the students 
on how to choose their 
career. 

The seminar was at-
tended by 200 students 
and teachers from schools 
and colleges in Tuli, the 
organisers informed in 
an update received on 
Saturday.
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Agartala, May 28 (IANS): National 
Commission for Scheduled Tribes 
(NCST) Chairman Nand Kumar Sai 
on Monday asked various state gov-
ernments to restore alienated tribal 
lands to their tribal owners.

“In Tripura and other states, there 
are huge tracts of tribal land alienated 
due to various reasons. The govern-
ments should restore these lands to 
the tribals,” Sai told the media after 
visiting the state’s tribal areas for three 
days.

“Some non-tribals are holding 
land illegally in Tripura Tribal Ar-
eas Autonomous District Council 

areas. These lands must be restored 
at once,” he said adding that educa-
tional aspects of the tribals should be 
given priority by the all governments.

He asked Tripura and other states 
to fill vacancies in government jobs 
reserved for tribals.

During his stay in Tripura, the 
NCST Chairman held meetings with 
Chief Secretary Sanjeev Ranjan, Di-
rector General of Police Akhil Kumar 
Shukla and other senior officials and 
discussed welfare measures pertain-
ing to the tribals.

Sai directed the police chief that 
whenever a tribal lodged an FIR, 

it should be specially marked for 
speedy action.

He also said that tribals be en-
counraged to opt for organic farming 
and cultivation of high-yield rice, 
pineapple and other cash crops in-
crease their socio-economic status. 

In India, 8.6 per cent (10.45 crore) 
of the 1.21 billion population are 
tribals/Adivasis/Janjatis. In Mizoram 
the percentage is 94.19 per cent, fol-
lowed by Nagaland (86.50), Magha-
laya (86.42) and Arunachal Pradesh 
(68.81). A considerable number of 
tribals reside in Tripura, Assam, Ma-
nipur and Sikkim.

Itanagar, May 28 (PTI): 
Mountaineers Kishon Tek-
seng and Taka Tamut from 
Arunachal Pradesh have 
acheived the rare feat of 
scaling Mt Everest without 
any sherpas, a senior state 
government official said 
today.

Tekseng, from Ying-
kiong in Upper Siang 
district and Tamut, who 
hails from Jomlo Mong-
ku in Siang district scaled 
the world’s highest peak 
on May 24, ten days af-
ter Muri Linggi of Roing 
who became the seventh 
Arunachalee to achieve 
the feat, state sports and 
youth affairs joint director 
Ramesh Lingi said.

Tekseng and Tamut 
reached the peak at 9 am 
of May 24 and unfurled the 
national tricolor atop it af-
ter a gruelling 13-hour non-
stop climb from camp four 
(south column) known as 
Death Zone without any 
support staff, Lingi said.

“Both the climbers 
have inked a new record 
with this heroic climbing 
of the Mt Everest. They 
did not use supplemen-
tary oxygen till camp four 
(26000ft),” he said. Almost 

all mountaineers take the 
help of sherpas while sum-
miting the Mt Everest. But 
the duo decided to risk it 
on their own after one of 
their sherpas received a 
head injury when rocks 
rolled down while climb-
ing at camp three and had 
to be rescued by helicopter.

The sherpa was airlifted 
to Kathmandu in a criti-
cal condition and under-
went head surgery. The two 
climbers reached camp 
four with the help of one 
Sherpa, but the man fell ill 
due to high altitude sick-
ness which prevented him 
to proceed further.

The two then set out on 
the last leg on their own.

They had had been 
trained in mountaineer-
ing in different national 
institutes over the past four 
years and had scaled Mt 
Stok Kangri (20,187 ft) of 
Ladakh as pre-Everest ex-
pedition.

The other Arunach-
alee climbers who scaled 
the highest peak include 
Tapi Mra (2009), Tine Mena 
(2011), Anshu Jamsenpa 
(2011), Nima Lama (2011), 
Kalden Paljor (2011)and 
Tame Bagang (2013).

Agartala, May 28 (PTI): 
The Northeast Frontier 
Railway(NFR) has started 
sending petroleum prod-
ucts directly to Tripura 
with the commissioning of 
the first petroleum prod-
ucts terminal at Dhar-
managar in North Tripura 
district, a NFR official said 
today.

High speed diesel is 
loaded from Tinsukia and 
Bongaigaon junctions in 
Assam and stored at Dhar-
managar terminal, NFR 
Chief Public Relations Of-
ficer Pranav Jyoti Sharma 
said in a statement.

The Dharmanagar ter-
minal can store up to three 
months’ buffer stock of 
fuel. It can store 225 wag-

ons of 55,000 litres loading 
capacity each, he said.

In 2016, NF Railways 
had to run roll on-roll off 
services where high speed 
diesel loaded in trucks were 
transported on flat wagons 
from Assam to Tripura.

Tripura Chief Minister 
Biplab Kumar Deb had 
on March 26 flagged off 
the first train which in-
troduced tanker carrying 
wagon unloading facility at 
Dharmanagar. 

Currently, NF Railway 
uses 14 petroleum product 
loading sidings including 
those at Tinsukia, Leptaka-
ta, Bongaigaon, Noonmati, 
Rangapani, New Jalpaiguri, 
and Malda Court stations, 
the statement added.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, May 28 (EMN):  
An inaugural function of 
a grid connected rooftop 
solar power plant was 
conducted at the Com-
munity Hall of Uripok 
Ahanthem Leikai Devel-
opment Organisation in 
Imphal on May 28 Mon-
day. The power plant has a 
power-generating capac-
ity of five kilowatts.

During the event, 

Manipur’s Deputy Chief 
Minister Yumnam Joy-
kumar Singh said that 
the renewable sources of 
energy should be opted 
as an alternative to meet 
energy requirements in 
the state. Stating that non-
renewable energy sources 
like fossil fuels would be 
exhausted after some 
decades but renewable 
sources like solar energy 
will last long for decades, 

he said, with the increas-
ing population, energy 
consumption level has 
also been increasing day 
by day. ‘To meet such en-
ergy requirements, solar 
energy which can be gen-
erated using abundantly 
available sunlight should 
be encouraged,’ he added.

Informing that the 
project which is jointly 
taken up by Manipur Re-
newable Energy Develop-

ment Agency (MANIRE-
DA) and Manipur State 
Power Distribution Com-
pany Limited will defi-
nitely help in providing 
energy requirements in 
the state, he felt. Once 
street lighting is complet-
ed, it will be helpful in 
controlling crimes and 
such related activities. He 
appealed people to coop-
erate with this initiative 
to encourage solar energy 
generation in the state.

MANIREDA director 
L Manglem Singh also 
spoke on the importance 
of solar energy in helping 
to provide energy require-
ments in the state. He 
said, under the project, 
70 per cent of the total 
cost for installation will 
be borne by MANIREDA. 
Only the remaining 30 
per cent will be borne by 
the individual, the com-
pany, or firm who had 
applied for the work. He 
urged people to cooper-
ate with MANIREDA and 
also asked them to apply 
through website for in-
stallation of solar power 
plants.

According to official 
sources, the state requires 
167 megawatt during its 
peak power demand in 
Manipur. The per capita 
energy consumption of 
Manipur on March 2016 
was 290 Kwh.

Agartala, May 28 (IANS): Over 4,000 
attacks were carried out on Left activ-
ists and their property by members 
and “goons” of Tripura’s ruling BJP-
IFPT since it came to power in the 
northeastern state, the CPI-M said 
on Monday.

“Over 4,225 attacks were made by 
ruling party members and goons on 
Left parties, in their homes and assets 
besides individuals in last 87 days of 
BJP regime in Tripura,” ommunist 
Party of India-Marxist (CPI-M) state 
Secretary Bijan Dhar told the media.

He alleged that the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party-Indigenous People’s Front 
of Tripura (IPFT) alliance govern-
ment, which is on the verge of com-
pleting three months in power, is only 
doing “undemocratic destructions” 
and had taken no positive decision or 
actions for people’s welfare.

“A large number of opposition 
party offices including 70 of CPI-M 
and its trade unions have been bull-
dozed in Tripura since May 7. BJP 
workers forcibly occupied over 200 
offices of various Left frontal organi-

sations,” said Dhar, who is also the 
CPI-M Central Committee member.

“Everyday, the BJP and IPFT work-
ers attacking Left party members and 
supporters, their houses and assets 
while police was a mute spectator 
during these attacks.”

Dhar said that during a recent 
election campaign in Kerala, Tripura 
Chief Minister Biplab Kumar Deb 
gave Rs 5 lakh to a slain Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh cadre from CM’s 
Relief Fund, violating the ode of con-
duct and normal practice as the fund 

is meant to help of the state’s people.
He also said that within two weeks 

of assuming office, the BJP govern-
ment stopped 33 social pensions 
introduced by the previous Left Front 
government that benefited over 4.5 
lakh poor.

Dhar said that the BJP govern-
ment even ignoring its promises 
mentioned in the “Vision Document” 
announced before the February 18 
assembly polls.

“Like the Narendra Modi govern-
ment at the centre, the Biplab Kumar 

Deb government in Tripura has been 
cheating the people,” he added.

The Left Front has started its agi-
tation against the BJP-IPFT govern-
ment’s “misrule” from May 25 with 
a three-hour long sit-in, a first of its 
kind agitation programme after the 
BJP-IPFT government assumed office 
on March 9.

BJP termed the CPI-M’s allega-
tions as “double standard.”

“The government has been de-
molishing only those political party 
offices constructed on government 

land. Construction of party offices 
or any other structure on govern-
ment land is a totally illegal activity 
that was done during the Left Front 
regime,” said BJP spokesman Victor 
Shome. 

About the implemention of the 
“Vision Document”, he said that two 
and a half months of a government is 
not enough to execute all the pre-poll 
promises. “The BJP is committed to 
implement its Vision Document, the 
CPI-M should not be bothered about 
it,” said Shome.

EM Images

Yumnam Joykumar Singh 

Mirror Crossword 1832sud0ku 1672
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1831

ACROSS
1. They ruled Iran
6. Male singing range
10. “____ Mater”
14. Boat
15. Hawaiian feast
16. Enthusiasm
17. Fragrance
18. Fuzz and fluff
19. Chore
20. Expels
22. Stylish or too formal clothing
24. Raccoon
25. Trained or tutored
26. Short fast run
29. Chimney grime
30. Dry
31. Subdued or crushed
37. Stiff hairs or bristles
39. Born
40. Singer/actress _____ Reese
41. Fascinates
44. Whip
45. Baseball catcher’s glove
46. A contemporary
48. Flat-bladed hand tools
52. Narcotics officer
53. ______ative = of the highest 

quality
54. Long slender cigar
58. Compound found in urine
59. Cloth measures
61. Pertaining to any central point
62. Where farm animals are kept
63. ____er = move unsteadily
64. Soot or grease
65. “Oh my!”
66. Remain
67. Model rocket company
 
DOWN
1. Crust covering a sore
2. ____-kiri = Japanese ritual suicide

3. Unknown author
4. Murderous
5. Spring or fall
6. Actor/director Woody _____
7. San ____ Obispo County, 

California
8. Darkened skin
9. Amongst nature
10. Native of central Mexico
11. Dog chain
12. A certain billiards trick shot 

13. A synthetic resin
21. Sexually aroused
23. Compared

25. Managed
26. Impudence
27. Prepare (abbrev.)
28. Church liturgy
29. Used up
32. Distinct articles
33. Choosers
34. Eastern European people
35. “Born Free” lioness
36. Thick creamy East Indian 

stew
38. Name from the Old English 

meaning “Noble famous” 
42. Lodgings for troops

43. Survey
47. Color or fruit
48. Guard of a samurai sword
49. Not urban
50. Classical music theatre
51. Disengages by forced 

discontinuance
52. Malicious or spiteful
54. Petition
55. Assemble or modify written 

material
56. Disabled
57. Beers
60. Permit

solutions to suD0ku 1671

Restore alienated land to 
tribals, sT panel tells states

Arunachalee 
mountaineers scale Mt. 
Everest without sherpas

NFR sending fuel products 
to Dharmanagar terminal

Five kilowatt rooftop solar power 
plant inaugurated in Manipur

Over 4,000 attacks on Left in Tripura under BJP’s rule — CPI-M

News IN BRIef
2,952 pigs and piglets die of 
PRRS and CSF in Mizoram
Aizawl, May 28 (PTI): At least 2,952 pigs and piglets 
have died in Mizoram and 6,664 other pigs were 
taken ill due to the outbreak of Porcine Reproduc-
tive and Respiratory Syndrome (PRRS) and Classical 
Swine Fever (CSF) since early March, state govern-
ment officials said today. The officials said that 101 
villages in seven out of eight districts in southern 
Mizoram have been affected. Only Lunglei district 
has been declared as safe, they said. According to 
animal husbandry and veterinary department offi-
cials, veterinary experts had collected blood samples 
from 467 pigs and 455 samples tested positive. While 
PRRS virus was found in 255 samples, 200 samples 
were infected with CSF virus, an official said. The 
PRRS had killed almost 9,000 pigs and piglets in 2013 
and 2016, the official added.

DRI seizes two AK-47 assault 
rifles, arrests one person
Aizawl, May 28 (PTI): The Directorate of Revenue 
Intelligence (DRI) has seized two AK-47 assault 
rifles and arrested one person in this connection, 
DRI sources said today. DRI officials assisted by the 
Customs and the Assam Rifles personnel raided 
a house in Aizawl from where they seized the two 
AK-47 rifles and arrested one person yesterday, the 
sources said. The weapons were concealed inside a 
gunny bag containing ginger. The arrested person 
was produced before a local court here which re-
manded him to 14-days judicial custody.

65 per cent polling till 1.30 pm in 
Meghalaya assembly by-poll
Shillong, May 28 (PTI): About 65 per cent votes were 
cast till 1.30 pm in the bypoll to Ampati assembly 
seat in Meghalaya today, election office sources said. 
The voting has been peaceful and incident free so 
far, Chief Electoral Officer F R Kharkongor told PTI. 
He said the VVPat at Rongsakona polling station had 
to be changed, when technical error was detected 
in the voting machine. The by-election was neces-
sitated after Leader of Opposition Mukul Sangma 
resigned from Ampati after winning from Songsak 
seat as well in the February 27 state assembly elec-
tion. In the triangular contest for the seat Miani D 
Shira, daughter of Sangma, is the Congress candi-
date, Clement G Momin is the candidate of the rul-
ing Meghalaya Democratic Alliance and Subhankar 
Koch is the Independent contestant.

Rajasekharan to be sworn in as 
new Mizoram gov. today
Aizawl, May 28 (PTI): Kummanam Rajasekharan 
will be sworn in as the new Mizoram governor on 
Tuesday, an official said today. Rajasekharan would 
reach here tomorrow and Gauhati High Court Chief 
Justice Ajit Singh would administer the oath of office 
to Rajasekharan tomorrow at the Raj Bhavan here, 
State Protocol Officer David Liansanglura Pachuau 
told PTI. President Ram Nath Kovind had appointed 
Rajasekharan, the Kerala BJP chief as the governor of 
Mizoram on Friday as the tenure of the present in-
cumbent Lt Gen Nirbhay Sharma (retd) ended today. 
Sharma was today given a farewell at the Raj Bhavan 
as well as at Thuampui helipad by Chief Minister Lal 
Thanhawla, his cabinet colleagues, speaker Hiphei, 
deputy speaker R Lalrinawma, legislators and senior 
officials. Mizoram has had eight governors since 
NDA came to power in 2014.
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Members of the legal literary club of Kohima College clean benches.

Successful students of HSLC and HSSLC along with family members, organisers and others during the felicitation programme that was conducted 
at the MITE in Kohima on May 28.  

Golds slips below INR 32,000 
on global cues, plunges INR 405

IndiGo to launch 20 new domestic flights

Coal India subsidiary looks at JV 
with NTPC for 1600 mw power plant

Market rises for 3rd day as crude oil weakens, rupee recovers

Mao Union honours successful students

Legal service authority trains club members

Mercedes-Benz rolls-out 100,000th car in India

Wheat procurement surpasses 
government’s target by 6.25% 

OPPO appoints new India head
New Delhi, May 28 (IANS): With the aim to ramp 
up its presence in India, Chinese smartphone 
maker OPPO on Monday appointed Charles Wong 
as Assistant Vice President of OPPO India who will 
be responsible for building the company’s mo-
mentum in the domestic market.

With nearly two decades of experience in mar-
keting and sales, Charles will help steer OPPO’s ex-
pansion in India and achieve the company’s vision 
to be a leader in the market, the company said in 
a statement. “The Indian mobile market is grow-
ing exponentially and I look forward to further 
strengthen the brand presence in India by provid-
ing great user experience with our products,” said 
Charles. The handset maker also appointed Alen 
Wu to head its international business. 

In his new role, Alen, as the Vice President of 
OPPO, would oversee the entire international op-
erations and is charged with expediting growth 
outside China.  Alen had joined OPPO in 2006 and 
was also in charge of distributor network construc-
tion and mobile product marketing.  During his 
charge of China marketing and sales, OPPO be-
came one of the top smartphone brands in China 
and achieved success in both terms of sales per-
formance and brand building. 

TECNO Mobile launches AI-
powered camera smartphone 
in India

Mumbai, May 28 (IANS): TECNO Mobile, a sub-
sidiary of Hong Kong-based Transsion Holdings, 
on Monday launched its first “CAMON iCLICK” 
AI-powered camera smartphone in India for Rs 
13,999.

Available in “midnight black” and “champagne 
gold” colours, the device will be available across 
India in over 35,000 retail outlets.

“We are thrilled to launch ‘CAMON iCLICK’ 
-- an AI-powered camera, with powerful battery 
and fascinating design, empowering consumers to 
have a rich smartphone experience,” Gaurav Tik-
oo, Senior Vice-President, Marketing, TRANSSION 
India, said in a statement.

With a screen-to-body ratio 82.9 per cent and 
6-inch display, the device comes with a resolution 
of 720X1440 pixels.

The device has AI-bokeh that lets users click 
clear selfies and there is AI soft flash as well.

The rear camera comes with 16MP sensor that 
increases the focus area by 100 per cent. The 20MP 
intelligent selfie camera, with AI beauty feature, 
enables skin softening. 

Huawei rolls out EMUI 8.0 for 
Honor 7X

New Delhi, May 28 (IANS): Huawei’s sub-brand 
Honor on Monday announced the roll out of Emo-
tion User Interface (EMUI) 8.0 based on Android 
Oreo 8.0 on Honor 7X devices.

EMUI 8.0 comes with three new features in-
cluding the “ride mode, game suite and shortcut 
to Paytm” along with improved smart resolution, 
dynamic wallpapers and navigation bar customi-
sations, the company said in a statement.

“The upgraded EMUI 8.0 is a technological 
software which is efficient, secure, user friendly 
and will enable the users to reach 90 per cent of 
the core functions in just 3 clicks,” said P. Sanjeev, 
Vice President, Sales, Huawei Consumer Business 
Group. The newly added “ride mode”, on activa-
tion will notify callers if the user is unavailable to 
answer calls while riding or driving in order to pro-
mote road safety.

With the “gaming mode”, the device will auto-
matically optimize for better gaming experience, 
hiding all on-screen notifications except for calls, 
alarms and low battery. With “Paytm” integration, 
in EMUI 8.0, users will be allowed to access the 
Paytm payment page by a fingerprint to making 
transactions faster, the company added.

NEWS IN BRIEF

However, the pro-
curement operation 
is underway in Ut-
tar Pradesh, Madhya 
Pradesh and Rajasthan, 
which will continue till 
next month. 

More wheat is ex-
pected to be procured 
in UP as the state gov-
ernment has made ex-
tra effort to ensure a 
minimum support price 
(MSP) of Rs 1,735 per 
quintal to farmers, the 
industry players said. 

So far, 3.82 MT of 
wheat has been pro-
cured in UP and the 
figure could rise by end 
of the procurement sea-
son. In Madhya Pradesh 
and Rajasthan, 7.24 MT 
and 1.46 MT of wheat 
has been procured, re-
spectively, so far this 
year, the data showed. 

Although wheat mar-
keting year runs from 
April-March, the bulk of 
procurement is done in 
first three months. FCI 
and state agencies un-
dertake purchase at the 
MSP. 

As per the second es-
timate, wheat output is 
likely to decline by 1.42 
per cent to 97.11 million 
tonnes in the 2017-18 
crop year. 

Dimapur, May 28 (EMN): The Mao 
Union Kohima (MUK) and Mao 
Students’ Union Kohima (MSUK) 
jointly organised a felicitation 
programme for the successful 
students of HSLC and HSSLC and 
conferment of Ashikho Daili Trust 
award for academic excellence 
of HSLC at Modern Institute of 
Teacher Education (MITE) in Ko-
hima on Sunday May 27. A press 
release received here on Monday 
from the organisers informed. 

President Mao Council Peter 
Khrasi, in his address challenged 
the successful students to do bet-
ter in future saying that ‘nothing is 
permanent one has to keep striv-
ing to achieve in life.’ He advised 
the students’ community to have 
strong will and determination 
and put their aims into action and 
make it reality. 

Kharsi also stressed the need 
of maintaining good health to 

enable them to work hard to be a 
successful person. He cautioned 
the students that the available 
of modern technology facilities 
should not drive away their atten-
tion to achieve something.

Encouraging the students, 
he said whoever shines in his / 
her studies in whichever subject 
would find the right job either in 
government sector or private or-
ganization. “Whoever said with 
the excuse that the present gen-
erations have too many educated 
persons and become jobless is a 
coward statement as educated 
people with quality will always 
get the right place to work,” he re-
marked. 

The managing director of Mod-
ern College & MITE, Pelee Hekha 
in his exhortation said anyone 
who do not give up and keep striv-
ing by overcoming obstacles with 
positive mindset would become a 

successful and achiever in life.
Esther Chakre, who secured 

top 6th position in HSSLC (Arts), 
said determination is the key to 
success and need quality of study 
hours and not quantity. She attrib-
uted her success to God, teachers 
and family members. Asüsa Lirü-
na, who secured top 20th of HSLC 
also spoke during the programme. 

Member secretary of Ashikho 
Daili Trust, James Athikho in his 
report said that the trust award 
was established in 2005 for the 
toppers of HSLC candidates and 
till date 13th toppers have been 
awarded since it established.      

Patron of the trust, Ashikho 
Daili also exhorted the gathering 
and gave away the award and cita-
tion to HSLC top 20th. 

Other successful candidates 
honoured by the organizers and 
Mao AG office staff with cash 
award.

spreading the awareness 
of legal rights and protec-
tion, fundamental rights 
and duties.

Kevithuto Neikha, LLC 
member of Livingstone 
Hr .Sec. School shared 
that the club members 
not only learn about the 
awareness of their rights 
but also to exercise their 
rights and duties.

District & Sessions 
Judge Neiko Kanuo, who 
is also the chairman of 
DDLSA, summed up the 
training by saying that 
knowing law is very im-
portant for all.

In Mon, 40 students, 
two teacher-in-charges, 
and administrators from 
two schools attended 
the programme while 
in Wokha 78 students, 
teacher-in-charges from 
five schools participated. 

Meanwhile, on the 
same day, LLC of Kohima 
College conducted clean-
liness drive at college 
campus under the theme 
“Cleanliness for growth.”

Panel lawyer NSLSA 
and three panel lawyer 
from Kohima DLSA with 
members from LLC and 
in-charge joined for the 
cleanliness drive. 

Pune, May 28 (IANS): 
Luxury car manufacturer 
Mercedes-Benz India 
on Sunday rolled-out 
its 100,000th car -- an 
E-Class sedan -- for the 
Indian market from its 
manufacturing facility at 
Chakan, near Pune.

“With the growing 
demand of Mercedes-
Benz products, a spiral-
ling aspiration among 
young successful Indi-
ans, our extensive and 
expanding local portfo-
lio, combined with an 
unparalleled network 

and innovations in cus-
tomer service; we are 
positive that the next 
production milestone 
will be attained even ear-
lier,” said Roland Folger, 
Managing Director and 
CEO, Mercedes-Benz In-
dia.

New Delhi, May 28 (PTI): Gold prices 
dipped below the Rs 32,000-mark, tum-
bling Rs 405 to Rs 31,965 per ten gram at 
the bullion market today amid a weak 
trend overseas and slump in demand 
from local jewellers.

Silver followed suit and cracked 
Rs 41,000-mark by falling Rs 370 to 
Rs 40,830 per kg. Investors sentiment 
dampened largely on weak trend over-
seas, traders said. Besides, an appreciat-
ing rupee against the US dollar made the 
imports cheaper, they said.

Fall in demand from local jewellers at 
domestic spot market also weighed on 
the prices, they added.

Globally, gold fell 0.38 per cent to 

USD 1,296.20 an ounce and silver by 0.36 
per cent to USD 16.51 an ounce in Singa-
pore. In the national capital, gold of 99.9 
and 99.5 per cent purity slumped by Rs 
405 each to Rs 31,965 and Rs 31,815 per 
ten gram respectively. It had lost Rs 105 
on Saturday.

Sovereign, however, remained un-
altered at Rs 24,800 per piece of eight 
gram. Silver ready also declined by Rs 
370 to Rs 40,830 per kg, while weekly-
based delivery traded lower by Rs 350 to 
Rs 39,915 per kg.

Silver coins, however, continued 
to be traded at the previous level of Rs 
76,000 for buying and Rs 77,000 for sell-
ing of 100 pieces.

New Delhi, May 28 (IANS): Budget car-
rier IndiGo on Monday said it will launch 
20 new flights across its domestic net-
work. According to the airline, effective 
from July 1, 2018, it will operate a second 
daily flight on Bengaluru-Varanasi and 
Bengaluru-Chandigarh sectors, and a 
third daily flight on Ranchi-Bengaluru 
and Indore-Bengaluru routes. 

“6E will also operate an additional 
flight between Cochin and Tiruchirap-

palli and Tiruchirappalli and Bengaluru 
effective June 28, 2018,” the company 
said in a statement.

Effective from July 15, 2018, the air-
line would also introduce its first di-
rect flight on Kolkata-Chandigarh and 
Kolkata-Indore routes, and a non-stop 
flight between Chandigarh and Srina-
gar (return), besides a second non-stop 
daily flight between Indore and Nagpur 
(return), it said.

Kolkata, May 28 (IANS): Coal India’s sub-
sidiary Mahanadi Coalfields Ltd (MCL) 
is in discussion for forming a joint ven-
ture (JV) with state-run NTPC Ltd to run 
the proposed 1,600 megawatt pit-head 
power plant in Odisha’s Sundergarh dis-
trict, an official said on Monday.

The miner’s subsidiary is also hoping 
to get a majority stake of 51 per cent in 
the proposed joint venture, the official 

said. “All formalities have been complet-
ed. Forest clearance is in the advanced 
stage. Linkage was obtained. We have 
tied up with NTPC to run the plant. It will 
be a joint venture,” Coal India’s Chair-
man and Managing Director Anil Kumar 
Jha told reporters here. 

If this materialises, the cost of the su-
per critical power plant will be around Rs 
13,000 crore, he said.

Mumbai, May 28 (PTI): Indian 
equities rose for a third straight 
day, with both benchmark in-
dices Sensex and Nifty clos-
ing above the key 35,000 and 
10,700 levels buoyed by a sharp 
decline in global crude oil pric-
es and a continuous recovery 
in the rupee.

The BSE benchmark Sensex 
surged about 241 points to end 
at 35,165.48 and the NSE Nifty 
gained 84 points to close at 
10,688.65. 

Among the Sensex constit-
uents, Sun Pharma, Coal In-
dia, L&T, Asian Paints and SBI 
emerged as the top five gain-
ers. Sector-wise, pharma, bank, 
auto and FMCG led the gains. 

A widening of positions by 
retail investors amid continued 
buying by domestic institu-
tional investors (DIIs) kept the 
bullish sentiment intact.

In the Asian markets too, a 
firming trend was seen today 
as geopolitical worries eased 
after the US and North Korean 
officials met to resume prepa-

rations for a summit between 
the leaders of the two coun-
tries.

In yet another positive sign, 
prices of Brent crude -- an in-
ternational benchmark for 
crude oil -- fell further by 1.88 
per cent to USD 75 per barrel in 
global markets.

On Friday, Brent sank 3 per 
cent and WTI fell 4 per cent, 
and in early Asia business they 
were both down a further 2 
per cent. Further lifting inves-
tors’ mood, the rupee today 
strengthened by 49 paise to 
67.29 (intra-day) against the 
dollar at the interbank forex 
market today.

“Fall in oil price in expecta-
tion of more supply from OPEC 
and improved optimism on 
US and N. Korea summit in-
fluenced the market to rally. 
On domestic front, 10-year 
yield inched lower while rupee 
gained some traction which 
will give cushion on inflation 
front and fiscal path,” Vinod 
Nair, Head of Research, Geojit 

Financial Services Ltd, said. 
He said that additionally, 

market optimism may increase 
as monsoon is about to hit the 
southern peninsula regions 
which will support the con-
sumption led story and rural 
economy. 

Driven by capital goods, oil 
and gas, PSU and healthare, 
the flagship Sensex reclaimed 
the 35,000-mark at the outset 
to hit a high of 35,240.96 before 
settling at 35,165.48, up 240.61 
points, or 0.69 per cent. It also 
touched a low of 35,006.50 

The gauge had climbed 
579.96 points in the previous 
two days.

For the 50-share NSE 
Nifty, the closing came in at 
10,688.65, higher by 83.50 
points, or 0.79 per cent, after 
hovering between 10,709.80 
and 10,640.55.

Stocks of state-run oil mar-
keting and aviation compa-
nies were in the limelight after 
crude oil prices dropped in 
global markets. HPCL, BPCL 

and IOC gained by up to 6.10 
per cent per cent after global 
crude corrected to USD 75 a 
barrel from the 2018 high of 
USD 80.50 a barrel.

In the aviation space, Spice-
jet Ltd climbed 20 per cent, Jet 
Airways up 7.67 per cent, while 
InterGlobe Aviation gained 
2.38 per cent. Domestic finan-
cial institutions continued to 
hold ground and retail inves-
tors built up more bets amid a 
firming Asian trend.

Domestic institutional in-
vestors (DIIs) picked up shares 
worth a net Rs 887.76 crore on 
Friday. Foreign portfolio inves-
tors (FPIs) exited, pulling out 
shares amounting to Rs 768.29 
crore on a net basis, showed 
provisional data.

During the session, stocks 
of auto makers attracted inves-
tors’ attention ahead of sale 
numbers data for May later this 
week.

Sun Pharma topped the 
Sensex list by surging 7.11 per 
cent after the drug maker on 

Friday posted 6.96 per cent 
increase in its consolidated 
net profit at Rs 1,308.96 crore 
for the fourth quarter ended 
March 2018.

State-run power giant 
NTPC ended higher by 1.36 per 
cent after the company today 
posted 40.69 per cent jump in 
its standalone net profit at Rs 
2,925.59 crore for the quarter 
ended on March 31, 2018.

Other big movers of the day 
were Coal India rose 3.22 per 
cent, L&T 2.52 per cent, Asian 
Paint 2.31 per cent, SBI 1.97 per 
cent, Maruti Suzuki 1.86 per 
cent, Yes Bank 1.52 per cent, 
HDFC Bank 1.52 per cent, Axis 
Bank 1.49 per cent, Tata Steel 
1.48 per cent, Bajaj Auto 1.45 
per cent, Hero MotoCorp 1.30 
per cent, ITC Ltd 1.18 per cent, 
Dr Reddy’s 0.97 per cent. 

Among other gainers were 
ICICI Bank 0.93 per cent, Tata 
Motors 0.68 per cent, HDFC 
Ltd 0.57 per cent, Hind Uni-
lever 0.39 per cent and ONGC 
0.34 per cent.

Dimapur, May 28 (EMN): 
The Nagaland state legal 
service Authority (NSLSA) 
has conducted induction 
programme for teacher 
in-charge and legal litera-
cy club (LLC) of Dimapur 
District Legal Services 
Authority (DDLSA), Mon 
District Legal Services 
Authority (MDLSA) and 
Wokha District Legal 
Services Authority (WDL-
SA) on May 26.  The legal 
authority updated on 
Sunday.

In Dimapur, Panel 

Lawyer Yanbemo Ngullie, 
spoke on effective meth-
od to establish legal lit-
eracy clubs and to ensure 
its performance while 
Panel Lawyer Sentimenla 
Tzudir shared on legal lit-
eracy clubs in community 
based engagement and its 
networking. 

Member of LLC, MGM 
Hr. Sec. School, Srijana 
shared her experiences. 
She said that LLC is a 
very helpful for students 
as it helps them to know 
more about laws, thereby 

New Delhi, May 28 
(PTI): Wheat procure-
ment has crossed the 
government’s target by 
6.25 per cent to 34.08 
million tonnes (MT) so 
far in this marketing 
year as purchases in Ut-
tar Pradesh have picked 
following special efforts 
by the state authorities. 

Food Corporation 
of India (FCI) and oth-
er state agencies had 
procured 29.37 MT 
in the same period of 
the 2017-18 marketing 
year (April-March). To-
tal wheat procurement 
stood at 30.82 MT in 
2017-18. 

The government 

fixed higher target of 32 
MT for this year in view 
of record output. 

According to official 
data, of the 34.08 MT 
procured so far this year, 
21.45 MT has been pur-
chased from two states 
Punjab and Haryana. 
Buying in these states 
has been completed. 
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Diversity of India is Key

When people started talking about who 
is going to be next, it indicates that the 
term of the present government is com-

ing to an end. So it is no wonder that opposition 
political parties these days are talking about the 
failures of the Modi Government forcefully to con-
vince the electorate that it is not the best option for 
the country. Moreover to dethrone the present day 
government these parties have started negotiat-
ing alliances. At the completion of four years of the 
Modi Government, Congress president Rahul Gan-
dhi has given the Prime Minister and his cabinet ‘F’ 
grade for its failures in all aspects. Other political 
parties are also of the same opinion. But no matter 
what the opposition parties are thinking, the fate of 
the Modi Government will be decided by the peo-
ple of the country. The opposition parties may not 
like it, but the fact remains that there is no major 
dent in Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s popular-
ity. Besides, the opposition is divided on whom to 
project against Mr. Modi to offer the country an 
alternative. But if the ruling coalition thinks of re-
turning to power easily depending of the failures of 
the opposition parties, it will be a mistake too, be-
cause the performance of the Central Government 
is not up to the mark on many counts. Certain sec-
tions of the society are dissatisfied with the present 
government. So to ensure to be in power, the rul-
ing coalition should redress the genuine grievances 
of those sections before its term comes to an end. 
Otherwise, grabbing power for the second con-
secutive time may turn out to be a distant dream. 
 No government comes to power with a magic 
wand. So to expect that within its tenure of five 
years every problem will be solved is nothing but 
day dreaming. So those who are accusing the Modi 
Government of unfulfilled promises are not do-
ing any good. They will also face similar situations 
when they come to power. But the moot question 
which the government should answer first is - why 
are tensions among various groups in the society 
increasing fast? There are laws for the same in the 
country. But still there is no change in ground real-
ity? Why? Is it intentional? Is it a deliberate attempt 
to garner votes? Similarly, attacks against minori-
ties are also rising. The moot question here is when 
the Indian Constitution has given equal rights to 
every citizen of the country, how can some people 
openly advocate that minorities should leave this 
country? Why are such people not behind bars? The 
Prime Minister and his advisors should realise that 
failure to keep all sections of the society together 
may cost them dearly in the next general elections. 
For ages, India is the place where people from all 
walks of life irrespective of caste, creed or religion 
have lived peacefully.

DAILY
PATH

I
n 2014, the economy was on de-
cline, non performing assets (NPAs) 
of banks had risen already. Plus 
there was a complete policy pa-
ralysis, the government was on 

standstill. With that kind of legacy, it is 
quite miraculous that we have come to 
where we are at this moment in terms of 
macroeconomics 

It is now four years since the Modi 
government had come to power; and, the 
next general election is already on the 
horizon. Congress-led Opposition has 
criticised the prime minister and gave 
remarks that nothing has been done in 
four years and allot zero marks.    The 
judgment would depend on the scale 
of ambition of the assessor rather than 
sheer fact While the Numbers can often 
be strung together to tell a story. But 
when each number has a story of its own, 
it is best to let them do their own talking: 
a reading of how the economy may play 
out in the fifth year of the Narendra Modi 
government.

The report card must take note of 
three other factors: formalisation of the 
economy, financial inclusion and digiti-
sation. Big changes that defined 4 Years of 
Modi government that are demonetisa-
tion, unified tax (GST) , improvement in 
ease of doing business, 

The overall record of the Centre in 
terms of income growth is good. There 
were a couple of quarters following de-
monetisation when the GDP growth fell 
below 7%, but the average will be above 
that level. It is a matter in which the Cen-
tre can take pride that, now, India takes 
7% as the norm for GDP growth. Growth 
is on track despite disruptive reforms. 
Inflation has been moderate throughout 
the four years. That is why prices have 

not become a political flashpoint. Modi 
government has shown impressive fiscal 
conservative, ignoring the temptation. 
Consequently, fiscal deficit is easing. For-
eign direct investment has gone up since 
BJP came to power. The government had 
eased foreign investment norms in some 
crucial sectors, including retails, aviation 
and construction. Industrial production 
recovered after a dip though private has 
been missing link but most recent data 
shows capex picking up (Table 1) 

Table 1: Macroeconomic indicators

A jump in tax revenues of over Rs 2 
lakh crore on a base of Rs 12.69 lakh crore 
could be a tall order at the end of the day. 
Hence, fiscal slippage could be the result. 
More so, when the economy is already 
going through a most difficult process of 
transition to the GST regime.

Over the years, the speed of road con-
struction had become the benchmark 
for India’s infrastructure creation. Now, 
the Narendra Modi government has set 
in play a new integrated infrastructure 
programme, which involves building of 
roads, railways, waterways and airports

Over the years, the speed of road con-
struction had become the benchmark 
for India’s infrastructure creation. Now, 
the Narendra Modi government has set 
in play a new integrated infrastructure 
programme, which involves building of 

roads, railways, waterways and airports. 
In between 2010-14, 19,443 km highway 
was constructed and 20,439 km was 
awarded. But during the period of this 
NDA government (2014-18) 28,702 km 
highway roads have been constructed 
and 51,112 km awarded. Rural electrifica-
tion was made in 2014-15 only in 1000 
village but in 2015-16 and 2016-17, 7000 
and 6000 villages were electrified respec-
tively. 

The flagship housing schemes are 
also doing well as 3781397 houses have 
been constructed in rural areas and 

443966 in urban areas, using generous 
government subsidies. And, though 
the details are still being worked out, 
an ambitious Modicare health insur-
ance scheme for 10 crore households 
and MSPs-for-all-crops are also on the 
anvil. Not all these schemes are a good 
idea—unconditional cash-payments to 
farmers would be a better substitute for 
MSPs, and freeing markets is the best—
but while achche din may be some time 
away, a start has been made in putting 
some of the necessary reforms in place.

The other significant highlight of the 
government is in the field of financial 
inclusion. According to data updated 
on Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana’s 
website on 9 May, there are about 316 
million beneficiaries with deposits of 
around Rs81,203.59 crore. If Jan Dhan 

got the economy banked, insurance 
through the Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti 
Bima Yojana (life insurance) and Pradhan 
Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana (accident 
insurance) have given financial comfort 
at rock bottom prices.

Diplomacy has been one of the key 
thrust areas of the government as their 
diplomatic outreach has travelled a long 
way in the last four years.

Challenge: Job is a vital economic 
need, but it has a political and social side, 
too. When a political party comes to power 
by making employment growth an elec-
tion agenda, people will expect, debate 
and criticize if it falls short. In the last four 
years, the jobs debate has grown in pro-
portion. From pure value-perspective, this 
debate is good for the country,” 

India’s youth has raised its aspiration 
from subsistence wages to living wages. 
And the way to meet these aspirations is…
through raising the productivity of our 
firms and workers. This needs formaliza-
tion, financialization, urbanization, in-
dustrialization and human capital,”

The economy has done well in these 
four years. India is the fastest growing 
major economy in the world. This growth 
has not come at the cost of high inflation 
or fiscal deficit. At no point of time has the 
Consumer Price Index, the benchmark 
measure of inflation for Reserve Bank of 
India’s inflation targeting agreement with 
the government, exceeded its targeted 
range. However, on the whole, what we 
got in the last four years is a stable govern-
ment moving towards a certain direction 
of a liberal economic order, not too much 
buffeted by conflicting interests and poli-
cies at the centre of the government.

Prof. Mithilesh Kumar Sinha

C
urrently, law enforcement agencies requesting data 
from Indian online service providers primarily rely 
on a legacy framework in the Code of Criminal Pro-
cedure, 1973 that was never meant to request elec-
tronic data. Therein lies one of the big problems.

Paytm, India’s most popular mobile wallet has been at the 
centre of controversy after becoming the target of a sting opera-
tion by Cobrapost, an online investigative news platform, last 
Friday. The operation caught a senior vice-president of Paytm 
on camera claiming that the company handed over the data of 
its users on receiving a call from the Prime Minister’s Office in 
the aftermath of stone-pelting incidents in Kashmir last year.

The company, in response through a blogpost, clarified that 
they only respond to “legally compliant data requests from law 
of the land”. The company added that they respond to requests 
for user data only from bonafide agencies.

The larger problem, however, lies in the “law of the land” 
itself. Currently, law enforcement agencies requesting data 
from Indian online service providers primarily rely on a legacy 
framework in the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (CrPC) that 
was never meant to request electronic data.

The Cobrapost Paytm story highlights, perhaps more im-
portantly, the inadequacy of the legal system in place when 
requesting data from online companies that collect vast quan-
tities of information about their users. The Paytm app requires 
over 20 permissions, each of which forms discrete data sets that 
the company has access to. Admittedly, some of this informa-
tion is essential for the application to function. Many of these 
however can reveal significant details about the user such as 
precise location, contents of external storage and call logs. 
Existing laws in India provide little to no safeguards to protect 
this data.

As India undergoes an upheaval of its data protection re-
gime, the legal system underlying government access to user 
data needs to be urgently revisited – the procedure needs to be 
clarified, safeguards built and transparency introduced.

Procedure for law enforcement access to data
An investigating officer, to obtain data from an Indian service 
provider for the purposes of an investigation, usually produces 
a written order under Section 91 of the CrPC to the person in 
possession of the “document or thing.”

The practice that service providers follow when responding 
to requests for user data has evolved voluntarily – companies 
have identified procedural requirements that police agencies 
need to adhere to. These include the requirements for a request 
to come from an authorised government email id, with the 
appropriate letterhead and containing the relevant sections 
under which the crime is being investigated.

While an officer can approach the concerned user directly 
to access data, self incrimination laws can empower the user 
from refusing to disclose the information.

Investigations also often require not notifying the person 
being investigated. Instead, officers approach the service 
provider to compel the production of the user information. A 
Section 91 order is not mandatory to comply with, but compa-

Source: Economic Times 

Four Years Of Modi Government: 
Direction Right, Journey Bumpy

This Isn’t Just About Paytm – Laws on 
Government Access to Data Need to Change

UK To Launch First Human Trials Of Alzheimer’s Drug

Madhulika Srikumar | The Wire

The Information Technology Act under Section 67 allows any officer of the Central or state government to direct an agency of the 
appropriate government to intercept or monitor communications in real time or decrypt stored data. Credit: Reuters

Focus on God and regain perspective.

Almost as soon as the ferryboat started to move, my 
little daughter said she felt ill. Seasickness had al-
ready begun to affect her. Soon I was feeling queasy 

myself. “Just stare at the horizon,” I reminded myself. Sail-
ors say this helps to regain a sense of perspective.

The Maker of the horizon (Job 26:10) knows that some-
times in life we may become fearful and restless. We can 
regain perspective by focusing on the distant but steady 
point of our destiny. 

The writer of Hebrews understood this. He sensed dis-
couragement in his readers. Persecution had driven many 
of them from their homes. So he reminded them that other 
people of faith had endured extreme trials and had been 
left homeless. They endured it all because they anticipated 
something better.

As exiles, these readers could look forward to the city 
whose architect is God, the heavenly country, the city God 
prepared for them (Hebrews 11:10, 14, 16). So in his final 
exhortations, the writer asked his readers to focus on God’s 
promises. “For here we do not have an enduring city, but 
we are looking for the city that is to come” (13:14).

Our present troubles are temporary. We are “foreigners 
and strangers on earth” (11:13), but gazing at the horizon 
of God’s promises provides the point of reference we need.

BIBLE READ:   HEBREWS 11:8–16 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

We are looking for the city that is to come. 
Hebrews 13:14

Gazing at the 
Horizon

2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18
Growth Rate  GDP  growth at market prices 
(% YoY)

6.39 7.41 8.15 7.11 6.62

Inflation (% YoY) 5.2 1.3 -3.7 1.7 3.2
Fiscal deficit (% of GDP 4.4 4.1 3.9 3.5 3.5
Foreign investment ($ billion) 22 31 36 36 29  (upto Feb) 
Index of Industrial Production (% YoY) 4.0 3.3 4.6 4.4 (March data)

nies mostly choose to cooperate with law enforcement. 
Companies, however, sometimes do not offer complete 
information in response to a request since demands for 
data can often be broad in scope.

Unlike the US, under Indian law, there is no differ-
ential treatment for different types of data. There is no 
additional legal threshold that has to be met for an officer 
to access content data beyond the metadata such as IP 
address, device information etc. 

The law governing telecom and Internet service pro-
viders is markedly more onerous requiring all licensees 
to provide interception and monitoring services at their 
own cost within their companies.

It is not only law enforcement but also the govern-
ment that has the legal power to access user data in the 
interest of protecting sovereignty, national security and 
public order. The Information Technology Act, 2008 
under Section 67 allows any officer of the Central or 
state government to direct an agency of the appropriate 
government, presumably law enforcement agencies, to 
intercept or monitor communications in real time or 
decrypt stored data. While this provision is more detailed 
than Section 91 of the CrPC and is widely used for pass-
ing interception orders, police officials do not seem to 
rely on it to obtain data stored on company servers.

Moreover, the IT Act currently only requires an ex-
ecutive committee to review requests for interception – it 
is unclear if this mechanism is in operation – and there is 
no legal mandate for a court to approve a request for user 
information. Additionally, the section allows the govern-
ment to target broadly and can access data of a “class of 
persons” on any particular subject.

The right way forward
At a time when these laws require closer examination, 
regulating government access to data does not seem 
to be an equally important priority as restricting com-

mercial exploitation of data. The ‘White Paper’ released 
by the committee of experts established to draft the data 
protection law does not deal with this issue in significant 
detail. It merely raises the question of whether investi-
gation of crimes and national security can be a broad 
exemption from the ambit of the new data privacy law. 
This is the exact opposite of the approach that Indian 
policymakers need to take.

Accessing data for law enforcement and criminal 
investigations should ideally be authorised by courts of 
law. As the Paytm episode shows, current laws and proc-
esses are susceptible to misuse as long as the judiciary is 
kept out of the loop.

Indian technology companies in the meantime 
need to be more transparent about the ways in which 
they share the data belonging to their users. This can be 
contained in law enforcement guidelines, specifically 
providing the legal provisions that they respond to and 
the procedural requirements that they demand from law 
enforcement agencies. They should also publish trans-
parency reports to make users aware of the total number 
of such requests that they receive and the numbers that 
they respond to.

India is already the country making the second 
highest number of government requests for data to 
Facebook. As Indian companies grow in size and reach, 
requests for their data will also witness a significant rise. 
This is also likely to be compounded by the recent move 
by the Reserve Bank of India to localise the storage of 
financial data within India’s borders.

The Cobrapost investigation is just a sharp reminder 
that the threat to online privacy does not come from just 
corporate exploitation but also from legislative inaction.

Madhulika Srikumar is with the Cyber Initiative, 
Observer Research Foundation, New Delhi. She tweets @

madhumachi.

S
cientists in the UK are set to 
launch the first human trials of a 
ground-breaking drug shown to 
repair DNA damage that contrib-
utes to Alzheimer’s, the media 

reported.
The study, also being launched this 

week in hospitals in France and Spain, 
will see the neuro-degenerative condition 
treated with an agent which acts as a DNA 
repair kit to restore memory and reverse 
behavioural changes such as aggression 
and social avoidance, the express.co.uk 

reported late on Sunday. The drug, known 
as ORY-2001, contains a small molecule 
which inhibits two enzymes in the brain, 
LSD1, and MAOB, which are responsible 
for promoting DNA damage and inhibit-
ing repair.

By blocking their action, the new drug 
repairs and prevents further damage.

The drug also stops inflammation in 
the brain, a key factor perhaps causing 
mental decline, the report said.

“Curing Alzheimer’s is now on the 
horizon. The mechanism of this drug may 

lead to treatments that protect genetic 
material from the influences of ageing,” 
Stuart Ratcliffe, chief scientific officer at St 
Pancras Clinical Research in London, was 
quoted as saying.

“I believe this is ground-breaking. 
Neuro-degenerative diseases are a mas-
sive problem so heading these off is a holy 
grail of medicine,” Ratcliffe added.

Tests on mice have shown that one 
treatment a day can reverse the disease, 
giving new hope that a cure is on the hori-
zon. The 26-week human trial, which will 

include 90 patients with mild to moderate 
Alzheimer’s, could potentially lead to a 
“cure” for the disease affecting nearly 50 
million people worldwide, the scientists 
said. 

“Alzheimer’s is our biggest killer and is 
spiralling,” Ratcliffe said.

“It is therefore paramount that new 
treatments are discovered and developed, 
otherwise the societal and health care 
costs of Alzheimer’s alone could bankrupt 
us,” he added.

Source: IANS
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): During the last few 
months, Aries, it could be that you’ve met some 
strange people who have greatly influenced your at-
titude about marriage or partnership. They’ve been 

pushing you to get more freedom into your life. If this is indeed 
the case, you can feel quite sure that they’ve come under a cos-
mic influence. That’s no reason for you to agree. Freedom or 
lack of freedom is completely subjective.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): The last months 
have been very challenging - and there’s a very 
good chance that you no longer feel up to meeting 
the challenges. If you’ve been yearning to modify 

something in your daily life, do it now, Taurus. The hour has 
come to make concrete changes. Regardless of whether the 
change you seek is at home or work, physical or emotional, 
don’t be afraid to seriously upset your life.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): A change has occurred 
in our solar system, Gemini, a shift that will prob-
ably be imperceptible but nonetheless profound. You 
have seven months to understand how this change 

impacts you. It will dawn on you that you feel a strong need for 
liberation. Perhaps you need to release yourself from the bonds 
of a group. Innovation is in the air!.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You mustn’t expect 
any enormous changes today, Cancer. However, 
the process you began three or four years ago will 
accelerate slightly. You’re changing the moorings 

of your identity, the ideas that make you sure of who you are. 
Your family, background, and education no longer count as 
much as your spiritual foundations. Don’t be afraid of this shift. 
Go with it.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): The day should be fairly 
positive, Leo, and you’ll begin to feel the faintest 
hints of a major change beginning. This new phase 
will last seven months. As it progresses, you’ll find 

greater freedom of expression. You can expect to shift into high 
gear in subjects you used to avoid. Some friction with siblings 
is likely to arise in the next few months.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): The solar system is 
shifting gears today, Virgo, and it’s liable to trigger 
a great transformation that will last seven months. 
The change will center on the means you use to ful-

fill yourself in terms of both your career and love life. If you feel 
somewhat hemmed in by your training or upbringing, you can 
expect to seek liberation from these inhibitions in the months 
to come.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22):  It’s an excellent forecast 
for you, Libra! Although no specific events will occur, 
there is the huge promise of freedom over the next 
seven months. A fundamental shift is about to occur 

in your occupation and love life, As the months unfold, you can 
expect to be more visionary, more creative, and perhaps more 
rebellious. This time, you’ll be much more effective than in the 
past two or three years.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):  To understand the 
major shift that’s taking place, Scorpio, you must 
look at events from a lofty perspective. A slow-acting 
liberation is gathering momentum. In the next seven 

months, you’ll be unable to resist the opportunity to rid yourself of 
some oppressive part of your past. You’ll shed your old complex-
es and emerge renewed. Don’t be alarmed if some family relations 
suffer as a result. The distress is only temporary.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21):  The gentle winds 
of change are blowing through your life at the mo-
ment, Sagittarius. You have a feeling of newness 
and an open attitude toward the world. Some outside 

events will be coming up in your life that give you the impression 
you’re advancing in a concrete manner toward a new life. You can 
expect to have some pleasant surprises.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): The idea of a 
turning point in one’s destiny often brings a smile 
to the faces of cynical people, but in your case, 
Capricorn, it definitely has some meaning. This 

turning point can take the form of a new person in your life 
or a key event that changes things forever. Sometimes things 
that we only hear about actually happen. Something like this 
may happen to you in the coming months.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): It may be that 
you’ve returned deeply changed from a long voy-
age, Aquarius. Of course, we’re all changed to 
some extent by travel, but in your case, the change 
is truly profound. You’re going to have some prob-

lems getting back into the life you had before you left. Your old 
life is likely to feel too limiting to you. So what are you waiting 
for? Change it!

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20):  If you feel suffocated 
by your romantic relationships, if you feel they lack 
some spice or are too traditional, then why not lib-
erate yourself? There is a feeling in the air that life 

is turning in a positive direction. This will help you set things 
up to turn even your craziest ideas into reality. Starting today, 
Pisces, you’re going to be asked to be more concrete.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Maya L. Kapoor | The Wire

Alberto Cardaci | The Wire

Climate Extremes Are Putting Species in Sync – And in Danger

Why We Have a Perception That We Are Richer Than We Think We Are

G
rowth rings in the ear stones of 
rockfish and the trunks of trees 
are giving researchers glimpses of 
the effects of climate change on 
biodiversity.

Every few winters, a high-pressure climate 
system called the North Pacific High flares 
up on California’s coast. For several months, 
northerly winds blow harder than usual down 
the continent’s West Coast, pushing coastal 
waters out to sea. The sea level drops, and a 
soup of nutrient-rich waters rises toward the 
surface from the depths. Thanks to this coastal 
upwelling, when the system is strong, every-
thing from phytoplankton to seabirds thrives.

But the same climate feature pushes rain 
northward, parching the Interior West. In win-
ters when the coast feasts, the Interior West’s 
land- and river-based systems starve. Alterna-
tively, in winters when the North Pacific High 
is weak, the coast dries out, while the Interior 
West flourishes under heavy precipitation. 
Many Western ecosystems — from coastal 
ecosystems to landlocked forests and snow-
dependent rivers — are in sync with the oscil-
lating nature of the North Pacific High. That 
means that, even if they are nowhere near 
each other, scattered populations of the same 
species of trees will all seed at the same time, 
or butterflies of the same species will find food 
and flourish, using cues from this erratic cli-
mate phenomenon.

Now, by studying growth rings in the ear 
stones of long-lived fish and the trunks of an-
cient trees, researchers have found that the 
North Pacific High may be becoming more 
variable and driving a bigger swath of West-
ern ecosystems to biological synchrony — a 
deceptively nice-sounding situation wherein 
disparate populations operate on the same 
clock despite being separated by distance. Un-
fortunately, synchrony could harm the West’s 
biodiversity, because it eliminates the natural 
variation that makes species resilient. And it 
is only expected to increase with continued 
human-caused climate change.

The study’s lead author, University of 
Texas marine biologist Bryan A. Black, began 
his research career as a forest ecologist. As he 
was finishing his graduate studies in tree-ring 
research, Black came across an advertisement 
for a postdoctoral position at the Hatfield Ma-
rine Science Center in Oregon, where he could 
study the growth rings that form in the ear 
stones, or otoliths, of fish that can live for more 
than a century. “I thought, well, maybe it’s 
possible that these techniques that had been 
so well developed by tree-ring scientists could 
be applied to growth increments of long-lived 
fish,” he said.

Otolith organs, which evolved long ago in 
vertebrates, aid balance and motion, and, in 
bony fish, assist hearing. Fish otoliths grow 
from calcium carbonate, the same material 
that forms shells, with layers of material ac-
cumulating each day. The growth of a fish’s 
otoliths depends on how much food that fish 

is getting. Otoliths, like trees, develop growth 
rings over time, so biologists can count them 
to learn a fish’s age as well as to measure its 
food intake.

Black examined the oval, pea-sized oto-
liths of splitnose rockfish, a species that can 
live longer than 80 years. Once full-grown, 
the spiny, solitary creatures — which have the 
approximate size and energy level of cinder-
blocks — dwell on the floor of the continental 
shelf from the Gulf of Alaska to Baja Califor-
nia, resting either near sheltering rocks or in 
shallow depressions that they excavate in soft 
sediments, feeding on shrimp and krill and 
sporting dour expressions that inspired one 
aquarium to call them the “grumpy cats of the 
deep blue sea.” All the while, their ear stones 
grow rings that record years of upwelling and 
years of hunger.

Black found that rockfish growth rings cor-
relate with the variability in the winter North 
Pacific High: Rockfish grow more when the 
pressure system is strong, because it means 
better food supplies. And this is true of rock-
fish throughout the region, even if they live in 
separate populations. Other coastal animals 
show similar patterns. Seabirds, for example, 
rear more young successfully in strong North 
Pacific High winters, and the small marine in-
vertebrates called copepods explode in popu-
lation, providing an important food source 

for other ocean dwellers. “The winter can re-
ally be boom or bust in the marine system,” 
Black said, so more nutrients brought up by 
coastal upwelling have a sweeping effect on 
the ecosystem. The North Pacific High’s ex-
tremes create similarly intense environmental 
conditions throughout the California Current 
System, triggering similar responses from the 
region’s organisms. That pushes species to 
biological synchrony.

For the West’s wild organisms, scientists 
predict, that’s a gamble akin to investing all 
your money in a single stock.

Ecological stability requires having a “di-
verse portfolio of responses or behaviors,” 
Black said. The idea is that if one population 
gets wiped out by a local event — if a wild-
flower goes locally extinct because of drought, 
for example — nearby populations might be 
able to recolonize the community, perhaps by 
sprouting at a lusher time in future. But with 
increasing synchrony, “there’s less and less of 
a diverse portfolio that helps spread the risk,” 
Black said. “Everyone is tied to the same fate.”

And the synchrony created by the North 
Pacific High doesn’t end at the water’s edge. 
Dan Griffin, a tree-ring researcher at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota, examined growth pat-
terns of old-growth blue oak trees in California 
and concluded that the West’s landlocked life 
is growing more synchronised, too. Blue oaks, 

which Griffin calls “Halloween trees” because 
of their gnarled, twisted shapes, are long-lived 
and deciduous, growing in open, parklike sa-
vannah between the forest and grasslands. 
Their growth is closely tied to water avail-
ability, so their tree rings are excellent record-
keepers of drought. By coring old-growth blue 
oaks, Griffin could follow drought patterns in 
California going back hundreds of years.

“You can look at a plant and just tell it has 
weathered centuries,” said Griffin, with trees 
whittled down to a few heavy craggy limbs, or 
missing their crowns because of windstorms 
or lightning. “Sometimes we’ll even see the 
root collar from centuries of erosion.”

His team sampled living trees as much as 
three centuries old growing in 16 sites, and 
found that in years when rockfish feasted and 
their otoliths grew wide rings, the trees’ trunk 
rings grew only narrowly as the oaks suffered 
through drought. The tree rings extended the 
timeline for what Black has found with fish ear 
stones: Winter rains have become increasing-
ly variable over the past 100 years, with drier 
dry years and wetter wet years. The result was 
that blue oaks’ growth became increasingly 
synchronised, with tree-ring patterns across 
the state more closely resembling each other 
over time.

The North Pacific High is also influenc-
ing the Interior West’s aquatic systems. Black 

U
nder some circumstances, 
people may feel wealthier than 
they actually are and this makes 
them psychologically more 
prone to increase their spend-

ing, as well as their borrowing.
Everyday billions of people make count-

less decisions that have economic implica-
tions. Buying new clothes, having dinner at 
a Japanese restaurant, renting a house: most 
of our decisions determine how much mon-
ey we spend or save. Some of our decisions 
also increase the amount of debt we have ac-
cumulated, such as when we buy a book and 
pay by credit card or when we obtain a loan 
to buy a new car.

Do people always weigh pros and cons, 
use all the available information and commit 
to their long-term goals when making such 
decisions? Research in behavioural econom-
ics suggests this is not the case.

For example, even though many Ameri-
cans argue that they should be saving more 
for retirement, they declare that they fre-
quently do not commit to their saving deci-
sions.

In general, psychologists and behaviour-

al scientists have long found that the gaps 
between people’s intentions and their actual 
behaviour are often due to cognitive biases 
– systematic errors in thinking that affect in-
dividual decisions and judgements.

Cognitive biases explain why our eco-
nomic decisions often appear to be flawed 
by self-control problems, myopic behaviour, 
changes in preferences over time and other 
behavioural inconsistencies.

For instance, scholars have found that 
people have a cognitive bias that often leads 
them to underestimate the true cost of debt, 
thus borrowing more than what they can af-
ford.

As another example, research in econom-
ic psychology has shown that the perceived 
cost of an item is lower than the actual cost 
if people compare it to greater, rather than 
smaller, financial resources.

For instance, even though a person 
knows that the objective cost of a T-shirt is 25 
euros, that person is more likely to buy the 
T-shirt if she mentally compares the cost to 
the money in her bank account (for instance 
23,000 euros) rather than the money in her 
wallet (let’s say 100 euros).

The bias in wealth perception

Following this line of research, at the Com-
plexity Lab in Economics (CLE) of Università 
Cattolica del Sacro Cuore in Milan, I have 
recently started a new project, “Cognitive bi-
ases, perceived wealth and macroeconomic 
instability”, with the help of a postdoctoral 
scholarship by the AXA Research Fund.

By combining findings from behavioural 
economics and social cognitive psychol-
ogy with the techniques of experimental 
economics, the project essentially tests the 
hypothesis that some people tend to spend 
more than they “should” because they have 
the wrong perception of how wealthy they 
are.

In other words, our working assump-
tion is that, depending on the value of lever-
age (that is, the ratio between debt and net 
worth), people may feel wealthier even when 
their net worth has not changed, and that 
this makes them psychologically more prone 
to increase their spending, as well as their 
borrowing. We call this the “leverage bias hy-
pothesis”.

At CLE we have run some preliminary 
laboratory experiments to test the presence 
of the leverage bias. Our first results (to be 
published) confirm that around 78% of the 
participants have a wrong perception of the 

amount of wealth owned and this perception 
changes based on how wealth is composed, 
even when the net value remains constant.

We postulate that this misperception of 
wealth may play a significant role at explain-
ing individual consumption and borrowing 
decisions that do not appear rational based 
on canonical economics.

Indeed, the potential implications of a 
cognitive bias of this type are substantial. 
An individual with a distorted perception of 
wealth may feel financially better off, con-
sume more, borrow a larger amount of loans 
and overestimate her ability to pay back her 
debt in the future.

This behaviour would have consequence 
not only for the borrower, but also for the 
lender: a borrower’s inability to meet the 
debt obligations would result in the accu-
mulation of non-performing loans on the 
balance sheet of financial institutions in the 
credit market.

Partial explanation for massive crash
By extending this reasoning to a greater 
scale, it is also possible that macroeconomic 
fluctuations be (at least partially) explained 
by the excess spending and debt accumula-
tion trigger by the leverage bias. This is the 

case when a large number of people perceive 
themselves as richer than they actually are: 
consumption can rise in the aggregate to the 
extent that such people possibly increase 
their debt being inaccurately confident that 
they will be able to pay it back.

Before the 2007 financial crisis the level 
of household debt skyrocketed, going be-
yond 100% of GDP. In those years, the Ameri-
can society easily and quickly moved from 
debt-led to debt burdened.

While almost certainly not all personal 
debt accumulated in society could be attrib-
uted to behavioural fallacies, it is worth in-
vestigating whether distorted perceptions of 
wealth may have tremendous costs not only 
at the individual level but also at the macr-
oeconomic one.

Alberto Cardaci, Post-doctoral fellow, 
Complexity Lab in Economics (CLE), Uni-

versità Cattolica del Sacro Cuore – Catholic 
University of MilanThe ConversationCreat-
ed in 2007, the Axa Research Fund supports 

more than 500 projects around the world 
conducted by researchers from 51 countries. 

To learn more about the work of Alberto 
Cardaci, visit his site as well as the Axa 

Research Fund dedicated page.

looked at river discharge records from the 
West’s least disturbed watersheds from 1920 
on. He found that in unusually strong North 
Pacific High years, rivers ran low across the 
region, while in unusually weak years, they 
ran high. “As (the North Pacific High) var-
ies over time, it’s imprinting patterns in the 
marine, terrestrial and freshwater systems,” 
Black said. While the study did not look for a 
connection between increasing wobbliness 
in the North Pacific High’s extremes and cli-
mate change, more climate variability over-
all is predicted by climate change models.

Connie Woodhouse, a geographer and 
tree-ring researcher at the University of Ari-
zona who was not part of the study, said a 
connection between the North Pacific High 
and increasing synchrony across the Interior 
West added up. “The fact that they’re finding 
that (the North Pacific High) is connected to 
stream flow, tree growth and precipitation in 
Western North America makes sense,” she 
said.

It’s not yet clear what the researchers’ 
findings mean for biodiversity. But other 
studies have confirmed that increasing vari-
ability and synchrony may be devastating, 
because species need population diversity 
to survive a constantly changing landscape. 
One study from 2002 found a connection 
between rising variability in winter rains 
and the extinction of two populations of 
the bay checkerspot, a protected butterfly. 
Researchers linked the insects’ disappear-
ance to the increasingly variable October-
through-April winter rainy season, which af-
fected the growth of the local vegetation that 
the butterflies needed.

Over the seven decades leading to their 
extinction, extremely wet and extremely dry 
years became more frequent, and the differ-
ence in rainfall from year to year grew. The 
seasonal appearance of the plants that the 
butterflies ate as larvae, including purple 
owl’s clover and dwarf plantain, became 
synchronous, following the rain’s fluctua-
tions. Eventually, this meant that very hun-
gry caterpillars showed up when food was 
not available.

Woodhouse cautioned that more re-
search is needed before researchers know 
whether the same fate awaits other Western 
species. Most of the increased variability that 
Black and Griffin documented in the North 
Pacific High occurred over the last 50 years, 
which is not a very long time in the life of an 
old-growth tree. More information is needed 
to understand what increasing climate vari-
ance means for the West’s biodiversity. To 
that end, Black hopes to head to the Gulf of 
Alaska next, coring old-growth conifers and 
measuring growth patterns of centenarian 
bivalves called geoducks, searching for simi-
lar patterns connecting climate variability to 
synchrony — and possibly, to species sur-
vival — in another part of the West.

Maya L. Kapoor is an associate editor 
for High Country News.

A rubber tree is seen at the Manu National Park in Peru’s southern Amazon region of Madre de Dios on July 17, 2014. Credit: Reuters/Enrique Castro-Mendivil/Files
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TN orders permanent closure 
of Sterlite plant, unit shut

No comprehensive dialogue with Pakistan 
till it shuns terrorism — Swaraj

Kathua rape-murder: Family members 
of accused call off hunger strike 

Modi raised with May British court’s focus 
on Indian jails during Mallya hearing 

Man with Nipah symptoms kept 
under observation in Goa hospital

BJP’s for bandh over farm loan 
waiver evokes tepid response 

Sunanda had expressed 
desire to die; police tell court 

Reports on large-
scale failure of EVMs 
exaggerated — EC

PTI

External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj, with ministers of state MJ Akbar and V K Singh, releases a 
publication during the ministry’s annual press conference marking the completion of four years of the 
NDA government, in New Delhi on Monday, May 28.

PTI

A file picture of people protesting against the firing by police personnel on agitators who were agitating 
against the Sterlite Copper Industry in Tuticorin outside Tamil Nadu House, in New Delhi.

PTI

Narendra Modi (File Photo)

PTI

BJP workers stage a bullock-cart rally during their Karnataka bandh which was called over various issues 
affecting farmers in Chikmagalur on Monday, May 28.

Chennai/Tuticorin, May 
28 (PTI): The Tamil Nadu 
government today ordered 
the state Pollution Control 
Board to seal and “perma-
nently” close the Vedanta 
group’s copper plant in 
Tuticorin following last 
week’s violent protests over 
pollution concerns dur-
ing which 13 people were 
killed in police firing.

Soon after the issuance 
of the Government Order 
(GO), top Tuticorin district 
officials sealed the cop-
per smelter unit premises 
and pasted the order at the 
main gate.

Palaniswami told re-
porters in Chennai the 
“plant has been perma-
nently closed”.

The government’s de-
cision came a day ahead 
of the start of the state As-
sembly session where it is 
likely to come under in-
tense Opposition fire over 
the Tuticorin incidents.

The closure of the cop-
per plant caps sustained 
protests and campaign for 
the last several years by the 
local people against copper 
factory over enivornmental 
pollution concerns.

The Government Order 
(GO) said it endorsed the 
recent closure direction of 
the Tamil Nadu Pollution 
Control Board, and also 
asked the TNPCB to “seal 
the unit and close the plant 
permanently”.

The document cited 
the Constitution’s directive 
principles of state policy 
(Article 48-A) enjoining 
protection of environment 

New Delhi, May 28 (PTI): 
There cannot be any com-
prehensive dialogue with 
Pakistan till it shuns ter-
rorism, External Affairs 
Minister Sushma Swaraj 
said on Monday, asserting 
talks were not appropriate 
while people are dying on 
the border.

“We are always ready 
for talks with Pakistan but 
with a caveat that terror 
and talks cannot go to-
gether... There cannot be 
A comprehensive dialogue 
till Pakistan shuns terror,” 
the minister said while ad-
dressing a press confer-
ence at the completion of 
four years in power of the 
Narendra Modi-led gov-
ernment

“Jab seema par janaze 
uth rahe hon, to baatcheet 
ki awaaz acchi nahi lagti 
(when people are dying on 

the border, talk of dialogue 
is not appropriate,” she 
added

She was replying to a 
question on whether In-
dia-Pakistan talks can take 
place after the general elec-
tions there

However, she admitted 
that the NSAs of India and 
Pakistan meet to hold “talks 
on terror”

The minister  also 
hit out at Pakistan over 
its “Gilgit Baltistan Order 
2018” relating to adminis-
trative control over Gilgit-
Baltistan, saying Pakistan 
always “distorts history”

“Pakistan tries to teach 
us history and geography. 
It is one country which 
does not believe in rule of 
law and I would just say 
one thing to their answer 
‘look who’s talking’, Swaraj 
asserted

Pakistan’s Cabinet on 
May 21 approved Gilg-
it-Baltistan Order 2018 
which was also endorsed 
by the assembly of the 
region. The order is being 
seen as Islamabad’s efforts 
towards incorporating the 
disputed region as its fifth 
province

India yesterday sum-
moned Pakistan’s Deputy 
High Commissioner Syed 
Haider Shah in New Delhi 
and lodged a strong pro-
test over Islamabad’s latest 
move, saying any action to 
alter the status of any part 
of the territory under its 
“forcible and illegal occu-
pation” has no legal basis

Today Pakistan termed 
India’s claim over Jammu 
and Kashmir as “spurious” 
and said it contradicts eve-
rything from history to the 
situation on the ground.

Kathua ( J&K), May 28 
(PTI): Family members of 
the accused in the Kathua 
rape-murder case have 
called off their hunger 
strike, days ahead of the 
commencement of trial in 
the sensational case. 

Five women relatives 
of the accused had started 
‘Fast Unto Death’ protest 
on March 31 to press for 
a CBI probe into the rape 
and murder of an 8-year-
old girl from a nomadic 
community here in Janu-
ary. 

They called off the 
strike last evening. 

Crime branch of Jam-
mu and Kashmir Police 
had arrested eight persons 
in connection with the 
case. 

The decision to end the 
hunger strike was taken 
as the day-to-day trial of 
the case is going to start 
on May 31...Although we 
will continue with our de-
mand for a CBI probe into 
the incident through legal 
means, Hindu Ekta Man-
ch (HEM) president Vijay 

Sharma said today. 
The Hindu Ekta Manch 

was formed by the locals 
who have maintained that 
those arrested in the case 
were innocent and wrongly 
implicated. 

Sharma said the deci-
sion to end the strike was 
also taken to avoid any 
untoward incident in view 
of the scorching heat in the 
region. 

The HEM chief, how-
ever, said they would stage 
symbolic protests everyday 
in the town till their de-
mand for the CBI probe in 
the case was met. 

The daughter of the 
main accused, Sanji Ram, 
had met Union minister 
Jitendra Singh during his 
visit to the town yester-
day. 

The Supreme Court, 
had on May 7, transferred 
the case from Jammu and 
Kashmir to Pathankot, and 
ordered a day-to-day trial 
in front of the camera. The 
next date of hearing in the 
case has been fixed for July 
9.

New Delhi, May 28 (PTI): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi had conveyed his 
unhappiness to his Brit-
ish counterpart Theresa 
May over focus on con-
ditions of Indian prisons 
during court hearings on 
extradition of fugitive Vijay 
Mallya to India, according 
to External Affairs Minister 
Sushma Swaraj.

Modi, during a meet-
ing with May in London 
last month, told her that it 
was not proper for courts 
to ask about the condition 
of Indian jails as the British 
themselves had kept Ma-
hatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal 
Nehru and other Indian 
leaders in these prisons, 
Swaraj said.

“These are the same 
jails where you (British) 
had kept Mahatma Gan-
dhi, Jawaharlal Nehru and 
other top Indian leaders,” 
Swaraj said at a press con-
ference today when asked 
about focus on conditions 
in Indian jails during hear-
ing in a British court over 
Vijay Mallya’s extradition 

and provisions of the Water 
Act, 1974, to order the per-
manent closure of the cop-
per factory “in the larger 
public interest”.

It referred to the PCB 
order of April 9 refusing to 
renew its consent to allow 
Vedanta’s copper smelter 
plant at Tuticorin to oper-
ate.

The order recalled how 
on May 23 the TNPCB had 
issued directions for clo-
sure of the unit and discon-
nection of power supply to 
it. The power supply was 
disconnected a day later.

Chief Minsiter K Pal-
aniswami said the govern-
ment has issued the GO 
in deference to the senti-
ments of the people.

The locals were protest-

ing for the closure of the 
factory for 99 days. Pro-
testers turned violent on 
May 22, the 100th day of 
their stir, and 13 people 
were killed in police action 
against them last Tuesday 
and Wednesday.

Asked what he had to 
say to the people of Tuti-
corin, the chief minsiter 
said, “Peace has returned to 
the town and it must con-
tinue, and people should 
cooperate with the govern-
ment. Their demand has 
been fulfilled by Amma’s 
government.”

Palaniswami said peo-
ple of Tuticorin were seek-
ing permanent closure of 
the plant since it did not 
meet the environment re-
lated conditions of the Na-

tional Green Tribunal and 
the Tamil Nadu Pollution 
Control Board.

Recalling the efforts ini-
tiated by late J Jayalithaa in 
2013 for the closure of Ster-
lite plant following a gas 
leak incident that year, he 
said on March 29, 2013, the 
unit’s closure was ordered. 
Subsequently, power sup-
ply to it was discontinued 
and the unit was shut.

However, the plant 
approached the National 
Green Tribunal which al-
lowed operations on Au-
gust 8, 2013, he said.

The government had 
appealed against this direc-
tion in the Supreme Court 
and its petition is pending 
there, he said.

On April 9, the TNPCB 

had rejected a plea of the 
plant management for re-
newal of consent as pollu-
tion control norms were 
not being followed, and 
since May 24 the unit was 
not getting power and wa-
ter supply, he said.

He said representatives 
of the protesting groups 
met him, Deputy Chief 
Minister O Panneerselvam 
and other top government 
officials at the Secretariat 
today. Earlier, Panneersel-
vam met those injured in 
last week’s police-public 
clashes and firing at a gov-
ernment hospital in Tu-
ticorin and asserted that 
the government will take 
“resolute” steps for the per-
manent closure of the cop-
per plant.

“Today, the main de-
mand of the people is that 
the copper plant should 
be permanently closed. 
In keeping with their de-
mand, it is shut now. I 
would like to make it clear 
that Sterlite plant will be 
permanently shut,” he said.

Quoting Jayalalithaa’s 
popular slogan of “Makka-
lal Naan, Makkalukagavey 
Naan (I am by the people 
and I am for the people),” 
Palaniswami said his was 
“Amma’s government” that 
followed in her footsteps 
and was committed to the 
welfare of the people.

“In deference to the 
opinion and sentiments of 
the general public, it was 
decided to close down the 
Sterlite plant and a Gov-
ernment Order has been 
issued today,” he said.

to India.
The minister said Modi, 

during his talks with May 
on the sidelines of the 
Commonwealth Heads 
of Government Meeting 
(CHOGM), also raised the 
issue of delay by British 
authorities in sending back 
Indian fugitives.

“He also told her that 
when our fugitives come 
here (Britain), it takes time 
to send them back,” Swaraj 

said.
Mallya’s lawyers have 

been opposing Indian 
Government’s plea for ex-
traditing him, citing poor 
hygiene and overcrowding 
in Indian jails. 

A British court is con-
sidering India’s requests for 
extradition of Mallya, who 
is facing charges of fraud 
and money laundering 
amounting to around INR 
9,000 crores.

Panaji, May 28 (PTI): The state-run 
Goa Medical College and Hospital 
(GMCH) has kept under observation 
a 20-year-old Kerala resident who was 
found having symptoms of the Nipah 
virus.

State health minister Vishwajit 
Rane said the man was under obser-
vation at GMCH, located near here in 
North Goa district, and it was not yet 
confirmed if he was infected with the 
deadly virus.

The blood samples of the patient 
were sent for testing to the National 
Institute of Virology in Pune, Rane said, 
adding that there was no need to panic.

The patient’s identity was not dis-
closed by GMCH.

“The patient was travelling alone on 
a train from Kerala but took ill when he 
reached Thivim railway station in Goa 
this morning,” Dr Utkarsh Betodkar, 
Chief Surveillance Officer, Directorate 
of Health Services told reporters.

He said that the patient was ini-
tially referred to the district hospital 
in Mapusa town from where he was 
admitted to GMCH.

“The patient is not quarantined. He 
has been kept in isolation as a precau-
tionary measure,” he said.

He said that there was no need to 
panic as it was not a confirmed case 

of Nipah. He also ruled out the need to 
notify authorities about the patient’s 
co-passengers.

Dr Betodkar said that the results of 
the blood samples, which have been 
sent to Kerala, would be available by 
tomorrow evening.

He added that the future course of 
action regarding the patient would be 
decided once the blood sample report 
arrives.

“No advisory has been issued by 
the State government about the virus,” 
he said.

The Goa government has formed 
a committee, headed by the state’s 
Health Secretary, to draw a protocol to 
deal with Nipah virus cases, if any, in 
the state. The virus has so far claimed 
13 lives in Kerala.

The outbreak of the Nipah virus 
infection, a newly emerging zoonosis 
that causes severe disease in both 
animals and humans, is suspected to 
be from an unused well at Perambra in 
Kerala’s Kozhikode district which was 
infested with bats.

The natural host of the virus is be-
lieved to be fruit bats of the Pteropodi-
dae family, Pteropus genus.

So far there is no vaccine against the 
virus which was first identified in 1998 
in Kampung Sungai Nipah, Malaysia.

Bengaluru, May 28 (PTI): 
The opposition BJP’s ap-
peal to farmers and the 
public to “voluntarily 
observe a bandh” across 
Karnataka today to pro-
test the alleged failure of 
Chief Minister H D Ku-
maraswamy to keep up his 
farm loan waiver promise 
evoked a tepid response.

Normal life was not im-
pacted as schools and col-
leges functioned normally, 
as also the public transport 
service.

No major farmer of 
pro-Kannada organisation 
supported the bandh call, 
citing a political motive 
behind it.

Bengaluru was ex-
empted from the bandh 
due to polls today in Ra-
jarajeshwari Nagar assem-
bly constituency, which 
was countermanded over 
voter ID controversy and 
alleged electoral malprac-
tices.

BParty workers alleg-
edly tried to force closure 
of shops and stop public 
transport at several places, 
including Belagavi, Koppal, 
Ballari and Chikkamagalu-
ru, but police intervened 
and ensured normalcy.

In Chitradurga, a group 

of people claiming to be 
BJP workers, shouting 
slogans against Kumar-
aswamy, pelted stones at 
a government run Indira 
Canteen, damaging win-
dows Police detained the 
protesters.

In a fierce attack on 
the coalition government 
headedby Kumaraswamy, 
BJP state chief B S Yed-
dyurappa during the trust 
vote on Friday had termed 

it “unholy” and announced 
a state wide bandh today 
if farm loans worth INR 
53,000 crorewere not 
waived immediately as 
promised.

However, on Saturday 
Yeddyurappa, who is also 
leader of the opposition in 
the assembly, said BJP had 
not called for a bandh, but 
was only supporting a call 
givenby farmers.

On his part, Kumar-

aswamy, who had prom-
ised farm loan waiver im-
mediately after coming to 
power, has sought time, as 
he was heading a coalition 
government with Congress 
and would have to consult 
them before taking any 
decision.

He has also said that 
he would have to analyse 
the financial condition of 
the state before taking the 
decision.

New Delhi, May 28 (IANS): Media reports 
on “large-scale failure” of EVMs and 
VVPATs and interruption of polling dur-
ing bye-elections in Uttar Pradesh and 
Maharashtra are an “exaggerated projec-
tion of reality”, The Election Commission 
(EC) said on Monday.

It also clarified that as against earlier 
reports, voting had not been cancelled 
in any polling station in the Bhandara-
Gondiya parliamentary constituency in 
Maharashtra and that voting resumed 
“smoothly after necessary replace-
ments”.

The EC said that it allocates sufficient 
reserve -- around 20-25 per cent -- of 
electronic voting machines (EVMs) and 
voter verifiable paper audit trail ma-
chines (VVPATs) for every general elec-
tion and bypolls.  The reserve machines 
are kept with Sector Officers, who are 
entrusted with 10-12 polling stations. 

“The time taken to replace any EVM 
or VVPAT at a polling station is normally 
less than 30 minutes,” the EC said. 

“The replacement of defective EVMs 
or VVPATs during actual polls is a normal 
process and does not vitiate the integrity 
or credibility of the poll process in any 
way whatsoever,” it added.

The poll panel said that reports of 
polling cancellation in 35 booths in 
Bhandara-Gondiya was “not based on 
facts” and that reports about EVMs/
VVPATs “failing in 25 per cent polling 
booths in the same constituency are 
incorrect”. 

New Delhi, May 28 (IANS): In 
an email sent to Congress Lok 
Sabha member and her husband 
Shashi Tharoor, Sunanda Pushkar 
had expressed her desire to die, 
Delhi Police told a court here on 
Monday, justifying its charges of 
abetment to suicide and cruelty 
against the parliamentarian.

Public Prosecutor Atul Shrivas-
tava told Additional Chief Metro-
politan Magistrate Samar Vishal 
that there was sufficient evidence 
to proceed against Tharoor and 
requested the court to accept the 
charge-sheet and issue summons 
to the Lok Sabha member as an 
accused in the case.

The prosecutor informed the 
court that Pushkar was depressed 
and, in an email, written on Janu-
ary 8, 2014 to Tharoor, she had 
expressed her desire to die.

“I have no will to live. All I pray 
for is death,” prosecutor Shrivas-
tava read out the relevant line of 
the email written by Pushkar to 
Tharoor.

He told the court that Push-
kar’s mail and messages in social 
media had been taken as dying 
declaration.

He told the court that the 
cause of her death was poison-
ing. Some 27 tablets of Alprax 
were found in her room but it is 
not clear how many she had con-
sumed. The prosecutor cited the 
post-mortem report which stated 

that there were injury marks on 
her body.

Shrivastava also informed the 
court that Tharoor as a husband 
ignored Sunanda when she was 
taking pills to overcome depres-
sion. Instead they had frequent 
fights, the prosecutor said citing 
witnesses’ statement to substanti-
ate allegations levelled against the 
Congress leader.

The police also disclosed that 
Tharoor ignored her calls and 
disconnected them.

He told the court the Tharoors 
married in October 2010. Two days 
prior to Pushkar’s death, heat-
ed arguments were exchanged 
between them on a flight from 
Thiruvananthapuram to Delhi. 
The fight continued at the Delhi 
airport, the police said.

After hearing the submission, 
the court set June 5 to deliver its 
order on accepting the charge-
sheet against Tharoor.

On May 14, the Delhi Police 
charge-sheeted Tharoor under 
Sections 306 and 498A of the 
Indian Penal Code, pertaining to 
abetment to suicide and cruelty to 
wife, which entails a jail term that 
could extend up to 10 years.

Pushkar, 51, was found dead 
in her suite at Leela Hotel in south 
Delhi on January 17, 2014, days 
after she alleged that her husband 
was having an affair with a Paki-
stani journalist.
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News IN BrIef
Toll in Sri Lanka rains reaches 23
Colombo, May 28 (IANS): The toll from Sri Lanka’s 
monsoon rains has reached 23, while 75,000 people 
have been evacuated and relocated to safer shelters, the 
country’s Disaster Management Centre (DMC) said on 
Monday. DMC Spokesperson Pradeep Kodippili said 
of the 23 victims, five were killed after being struck by 
lightning, reports Xinhua news agency. As more rains 
were expected in the coming days, Kodippili said the 
National Building and Research Organisation has also 
issued a severe landslide alert in the districts of Kalutara, 
Galle, Ratnapura, Kegalle and Nuwera Eliya. A red alert 
has also been issued to the naval and fishing communities 
in Puttalam, Batticalo,a Colombo and Galle. More than 
4,000 houses have been partially or fully damaged or 
inundated.

China officially sets civilisation 
age at 5,800 years
Beijing, May 28 (IANS): The Chinese civilisation, 
considered to be the oldest in the world dating back 
from antiquity to contemporary times, was born 5,800 
years ago and matured 3,800 years ago, Chinese scholars 
announced on Monday after 15 years of state-funded 
work. The findings were announced at a State Council 
press conference in which the Deputy Director of State 
Administration for Cultural Heritage, Guan Qiang, 
explained that the first signs of  civilisation emerged 
in areas around the Yellow, Yangtze and Western 
Liao rivers, Efe news reported. Other parts of  China 
developed equally advanced cultures 5,300 years ago, 
and some 3,800 years ago, a more mature civilisation 
emerged in the central plains and began to culturally 
influence surrounding regions, explained the expert.

US drone strikes kill 11 IS militants 
in Afghanistan
Kabul, May 28 (IANS): At least 11 Islamic State (IS) 
militants were killed after US and NATO-led coalition 
forces launched airstrikes in Afghanistan’s Nangarhar 
province, authorities said on Monday. “The drone 
strikes were launched on Sunday. Two IS militants were 
also wounded and three vehicles were destroyed after 
the raids,” an Army statement said. Also on Sunday, 
Afghan Army helicopters struck and destroyed two 
heroin factories in Khogyani district, reports Xinhua 
news agency.

George H W Bush hospitalised 
with low pressure
Washington, May 28 (IANS): Former US President 
George H.W. Bush was hospitalised to be treated for 
low blood pressure and fatigue, a family spokesman 
said. “The former President is awake and alert, and not 
in any discomfort,” spokesman Jim McGrath tweeted on 
Sunday, adding that the 93-year-old will likely remain at 
Southern Maine Health Care in Biddeford, Maine, “for 
a few days for observation”. Bush was released from 
Houston Methodist Hospital this month after being 
admitted for a virus just a few hours after attending 
the funeral of his wife, former first lady Barbara Bush, 
who died on April 17, reports Efe news. Bush suffers 
from a type of  Parkinson’s that hampers his ability 
to walk and has been hospitalised several times over 
the last few years for a variety of  health conditions. 
Last year, he was admitted in January and April for 
respiratory complications and had to undergo surgery. 
In 2015, he fractured a neck vertebrae and in 2012 he 
spent Christmas at Houston Methodist Hospital due to 
bronchitis and a viral infection.

Landslide kills 23 in central 
Ethiopia
Addis Ababa, May 28 (IANS): Twenty-three people 
were killed in a landslide triggered by heavy rains in 
central Ethiopia, the media reported on Sunday. The 
landslide, in the central Oromia region, occurred on 
Saturday after several hours of  downpour, Xinhua 
reported. Six others were injured in the landslide. 
Seasonal rains are arriving in Ethiopia as the onset of  
rainy season approaches, which occasionally causes 
landslides in some parts of the east African country.

AP/PTI

 4,500 pairs of shoes are laid out in front of the European Parliament in Brussels ahead of the EU Foreign Affairs Council meeting by AVAAZ members on Monday, May 28, 2018. The AVAAZ campaign, Palestin-
ian Lives Matter, are highlighting the Gaza tragedy with 4,500 pairs of shoes representing one pair for every life lost in this conflict in the last decade, in front of where ministers enter the Parliament building.

Rome, May 28 (PTI/AFP): Italy’s 
president was set to appoint a pro-
austerity economist as prime min-
ister today as the country lurched 
into fresh political chaos after a bid 
by two populist parties to form a 
government collapsed.

Carlo Cottarelli, an economist 
formerly with the International 
Monetary Fund, arrived at the pres-
idential Quirinal palace on Monday 
morning, with a temporary tech-
nocrat government on the table as 
Italy faces the strong possibility of 
new elections in autumn.

The crisis was sparked when 
President Sergio Mattarella vetoed 
the nomination of fierce euro-
sceptic Paolo Savona as economy 
minister, enraging the far-right 
League and leading to the anti-
establishment Five Star Movement 
calling for his impeachment.

The two parties’ approved 
nominee for prime minister, lawyer 
and political novice Giuseppe Con-
te, stepped aside over the decision, 
exacerbating the political turmoil 
nearly three months after March’s 
inconclusive general election.

Mattarella said he had accepted 
every proposed minister except 
Savona, who has called the euro a 
“German cage” and has said that 
Italy needs a plan to leave the single 
currency “if necessary”.

The leaders of Five Star and the 
League, Luigi Di Maio and Matteo 
Salvini, furiously denounced the 
veto, decrying what they called 
meddling by Germany, debt ratings 
agencies and financial lobbies.

Cottarelli, 64, was director of 
the IMF’s fiscal affairs department 
from 2008 to 2013 and became 

known as “Mr Scissors” for making 
cuts to public spending in Italy.

European stock markets and 
the euro received an early boost 
Monday after the veto of the fierce-
ly eurosceptic economy minister, 
which potentially averted a euro-
zone crisis.

But Milan’s stock exchange 
proved volatile, turning to losses in 
mid-morning trading, in a sign that 
early positivity may not last.

Cottarelli will struggle to gain 
the approval of parliament with 
Five Star and the League com-
manding a majority in both houses.

“They’ve replaced a govern-
ment with a majority with one that 
won’t obtain one,” said Di Maio.

A livid Di Maio later called for 
the president to be impeached.

“I hope that we can give the 
floor to Italians as soon as possible, 
but first we need to clear things 
up. First the impeachment of Mat-
tarella... then to the polls.” “Why 
don’t we just say that in this country 
it’s pointless that we vote, as the 
ratings agencies, financial lobbies 
decide the governments.” Salvini, 
who was Savona’s biggest advocate 
and a fellow eurosceptic, declared 
that Italy was not a “colony”, and 
that “we won’t have Germany tell 
us what to do”.

Today, Salvini threatened to 
break his alliance with the League’s 
pre-election rightwing coalition 
partner Silvio Berlusconi should 
the media mogul’s Forza Italia 
party vote for the government.

The 81-year-old billionaire 
former prime minister released 
a statement on Sunday in which 
he praised Mattarella’s efforts to 

“safeguard this country’s families 
and businesses”.

His partnership with Salvini, 
which saw them part of a group-
ing that won the most votes in the 
March vote, is still in place despite 
the League’s attempt to form a 
government with Five Star, as Forza 
Italia and the League hold local and 
regional administrations together.

“Berlusconi’s statement yester-
day was the same sort of thing that 
could have been written by (former 
centre-left prime minister Matteo) 
Renzi,” Salvini told Radio Capitale.

French far-right leader Marine 
Le Pen joined in their outrage 
today, accusing the president of a 
“coup d’etat” and saying the “Euro-
pean Union and financial markets 
are again confiscating democracy”.

A former judge at Italy’s con-
stitutional court, Mattarella has 
refused to bow to what he saw 
as “diktats” from the two parties 
that he considered contrary to the 
country’s interests.

He had watched for weeks as 
Five Star and the League set about 
trying to strike an alliance that 
would give Italy’s hung parliament 
a majority. Mattarella said he has 
done “everything possible” to aid 
the formation of a government, 
but that an openly eurosceptic 
economy minister ran against the 
parties’ joint promise to simply 
“change Europe for the better from 
an Italian point of view”.

The president said Conte re-
fused to support “any other solu-
tion” and then, faced with Mattarel-
la’s refusal to approve the choice of 
political novice Savona, 53, gave up 
his mandate to be prime minister.

Islamabad, May 28 (IANS): Senior 
Pakistani and Afghan military and 
security officials have agreed to 
work on a roadmap for reconcilia-
tion in Afghanistan.

Afghanistan’s National Security 
Adviser (NSA) Haneef Atmar led 
a high-level delegation for talks 
with Pakistan Army Chief General 
Qamar Javed Bajwa in Rawalpindi 
late Sunday. During talks, both 
sides vowed to “undertake meas-
ures that would assist them in 
reduction of violence at the hands 
of terrorists,” Xinhua news agency 
reported citing a statement by the 
Pakistani Army’s media wing Inter-
Services Public Relations.

The talks were held days after 
both countries agreed to opera-
tionalise the Afghanistan-Pakistan 

Action Plan for Peace and Solidarity 
(APAPPS), which provides a frame-
work to deepen interaction in all 
spheres of bilateral engagements.

“Both sides chalked out outline 
plans for operationalising APAPPS 
and shared ideas towards Afghan 
reconciliation as the roadmap for 
lasting peace,” the statement said.

Pakistan and Afghanistan 
agreed to fast track the formulation 
of working groups, especially on 
bilateral security cooperation and 
to undertake measures that would 
assist both sides in reduction of 
violence at the hands of terrorists, 
it said.

General Bajwa said that both 
Pakistan and Afghanistan suffered 
heavily due to prolonged conflict 
and must together explore ways 

to usher in peace in the region by 
defeating the common enemy.

“We must begin with the trust 
that neither covets an inch of the 
others territory nor is letting its 
land being used against the other,” 
he said, adding that suspicions will 
only fuel negativity and facilitate 
detractors.

The Afghan delegation also 
extended an invitation on behalf 
of Afghan President Ashraf Ghani 
to General Bajwa for visiting Kabul 
which he accepted 

The Afghan side was apprecia-
tive of Pakistan’s initiative in prepa-
ration of the framework document 
to improve cooperation and coor-
dination between the two countries 
on a host of confidence building 
and substantive measures. 

Islamabad, May 28 (PTI): 
Pakistan’s former chief jus-
tice Nasirul Mulk was to-
day named as the country’s 
caretaker prime minister for 
a two-month period, end-
ing the political wrangling 
between ruling PML-N and 
the Opposition ahead of the 
general elections on July 25.

The announcement was 
made by Leader of the Op-
position Khursheed Shah 
at a press conference here 
which was also attended by 
incumbent Prime Minister 
Shahid Khaqan Abbasi and 
National Assembly Speaker 
Ayaz Sadiq.

Mulk, 67, is likely to be 
sworn in on Friday, June 1. 

The present government will 
complete the tenure on May 
31 and the caretaker govern-
ment will remain in office 
until a new government is 
set up through elections.

Shah expressed hope 
that Mulk will successfully 
conduct free, fair and im-
partial elections in Pakistan 
on July 25.

The announcement 
came after weeks of dead-
lock between the PML-N 
and the Opposition over the 
name of the caretaker prime 
minister. 

It took the government 
and the opposition six meet-
ings to decide on a name for 
the position.

Though, Abbasi spoke 
first but he let Shah an-
nounce the name of the 
caretaker leader.

Announcing the name, 
Shah said the NA speaker 
had played a major role in 
both parties reaching an 
agreement.

“We have made a demo-
cratic decision. I am thankful 
to the PM, to the speaker, for 
making this decision with 
patience, setting aside emo-
tion. The name of the person 
I would like to present is very 
respectable,” the veteran 
PPP leader said.

The job of the caretaker 
prime minister is to keep the 
country running between 

the dissolution of parlia-
ment and the new govern-
ment being sworn in.

Earlier, several names 
including retired Justice 
Tassaduq Hussain Jillani, 
former State Bank gover-
nor Ishrat Hussian, former 
foreign secretary Jalil Abbas 
Jillani and former Pakistan 
Cricket Board chairman 
Zaka Ashraf were reportedly 
discusse by the two sides. 

Mulk was born on August 
17, 1950 in Mingora, Swat, in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa prov-
ince. He worked as lawyer 
and judge for several years 
before his appointment as 
the 22nd Chief Justice of 
Pakistan in 2014. 

Beijing, May 28 (PTI): China 
today said the forthcoming 
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation (SCO) Summit will 
be a “new milestone” in the 
grouping’s history as it would 
formulate new measures for 
common security to strike on 
three “evil forces” of terrorism, 
extremism and separatism, 
besides drug trafficking and 
cybercrimes.

The summit will be held 
in the Chinese city of Qingdao 
on June 9-10 in which Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi would 
take part.

This is the first SCO sum-
mit to be held after India and 

Pakistan were admitted to the 
grouping in which China plays 
an influential role.

The SCO is comprised 
of China, Kazakhstan, Kyr-
gyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan, Uz-
bekistan, India and Pakistan.

Pakistan is expected to be 
represented by its President, 
Mamnoon Hussain as the 
country is poised for general 
elections.

Over the years, the SCO 
has developed strong anti-ter-
rorism cooperation structure, 
Regional Anti-Terrorist Struc-
ture (RATS). It specialised in 
cooperation in counter terror-
ism operations with periodic 

exercises between the member 
countries.

“On security, the summit’s 
focus would be on the three 
evil forces (terrorism, extrem-
ism and separatism), drug 
trafficking and cybercrime,” 
Chinese State Councillor and 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi told 
a media briefing here today.

“During the summit, lead-
ers of the SCO member states 
will analyse the global and 
regional security situation, 
explore specific measures to 
strengthen security coopera-
tion and review several co-
operation documents,” Wang 
said.

The SCO summit will ex-
plore broaden and elevate 
security cooperation, he said. 
The leader will review docu-
ments on striking against the 
three forces and cyber crimes 
and drug trafficking , he said.

Such a cooperation will 
“help solidify the legal frame-
work for security cooperation 
and will make shore up the 
resolve the parties to collec-
tively address the uncertain-
ties and destabilising factors 
and elevate the coordination 
among the concerned de-
partments so that it would 
strengthen SCO strength and 
world peace, strengthen re-

gional security and stability , 
he said.

Terming the summit to be 
a new milestone in SCO’s his-
tory since it was founded in 
2001, Wang said its has become 
the largest regional coopera-
tion organisation in terms of 
geographical coverage and 
population.

Since China took over the 
rotating presidency of the SCO 
last June, more than 160 ac-
tivities including a series of im-
portant institutional meetings 
and multilateral events have 
been held so far, Wang said.

The events held in the run 
up to the summit included, 

meetings of Foreign and De-
fence Ministers as well as top 
security officials of the group-
ing.

“Mutual political trust has 
been lifted to a new high; se-
curity coordination has made 
new progress; pragmatic co-
operation has achieved new 
breakthroughs and people-to-
people exchanges have yielded 
new fruits,” Wang said.

He said China hoped that 
the Qingdao summit would 
reach new consensus, formu-
late new measures and design 
a new blueprint for enhanced 
development.

“Series of documents will 

be passed covering customs, 
agriculture, environment 
and tourism among others. 
They will be accompanied by 
detailed action plans so that 
political consensus will be 
translated into deliverables 
and fresh impetus to develop-
ment,” he said. 

“Peoples have high expec-
tations of the summit, the 
international community is 
watching the summit closely,” 
Wang said, adding that the 
leaders will try to reach new 
consensus on maintaining 
regional peace and solidarity 
and integrated development 
of member states.

Paris, May 28 (IANS): A Mal-
ian migrant, hailed as a hero 
after mounting a daring res-
cue to save a small boy dan-
gling from a balcony in Paris, 
was on Monday offered hon-
orary French citizenship and 
a job as a fireman.

French President Em-
manuel Macron met 22-year-
old Mamoudou Gassama, 
who has been dubbed “Spi-
derman” by the media after 
a video showing him swiftly 
scaling the facade of a build-
ing to come to the rescue of 
a four-year-old boy who was 
hanging from a balcony went 
viral on Sunday. 

In the video, Gassama 
was seen pulling himself 
from balcony to balcony and 
grabbing the boy as a neigh-
bour tried to hold the child 
from an adjoining flat.

The incident took place 
on Saturday evening on a 
street in the north of the city. 

After meeting him at the 
Elysee Palace, Macron said 
Gassama would be made a 
naturalised citizen. He per-
sonally thanked Gassama, 
gave him a medal for cour-
age and said he would also 
be offered a role in the fire 
service, the BBC reported.

Talking about the inci-
dent, Gassama said he had 
been walking past when 
he saw a crowd gathered in 

front of the building. “I just 
didn’t have time to think, I 
ran across the road to go and 
save him,” he told Macron. 

“I just climbed up and 
thank God, God helped me. 
The more I climbed the more 
I had the courage to climb up 
higher, that’s it,” Gassama 
said.

He said that the boy was 
crying when he hauled him 
to safety and had also suf-
fered an injured foot.

Authorities quoted by 
the French media said that 
the mother of the boy was 
not in Paris at the time of the 
incident, while the father 
was questioned by police 
on suspicion of leaving the 
child unattended. He was 
set to appear in front of the 
prosecutor. 

Gassama is said to have 
arrived in France last year, 
taking the long and danger-
ous journey to Europe via a 
boat over the Mediterranean 
to Italy.

Pa r i s  M a y o r  A n n e 
Hidalgo was among those 
to praise Gassama’s heroism 
and said she had called him 
to thank him. 

She referred to him as 
the “Spiderman of the 18th”, 
referring to the Paris district 
where the rescue took place, 
calling him an “example for 
all citizens”.

Italy’s president set to appoint 
technocrat PM amid political chaos

Islamabad and Kabul agree to work 
on reconciliation in Afghanistan

former chief justice Nasirul Mulk 
named Pakistan’s caretaker PM

sCO summit will be ‘new milestone’ in grouping’s history — China

Mali ‘spiderman’ 
to get french 
citizenship
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What Shawn Mendes has learnt from John Mayer
Canadian singer-songwriter Shawn Mendes is in awe of American musician John 
Mayer, who he says always tries to keep learning to grow more. Mendes met Mayer 
in 2016, and calls him one of “really, really good friends”, reports people.com. “The 
most incredible thing I learned from (him) is that no matter how much experience 
you have, you never are done learning; there’s always something to be learned,” said 
Mendes, who released his self-titled album “Shawn Mendes” last week. Citing an 
example, Mendes said: “John will send me new music and ask me what I think When 
that happened to me the first time, I was so impressed that he didn’t see himself as 
a master yet. He’s always trying to learn and wants to get better; he always wants to 
grow with the people and not get left behind.” Since then, Mayer has become a men-
tor to Mendes. (IANS)

Birthday 
Greetings

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

2.30 pm, 5.30 pm: Deadpool 2 (Eng)

10 am, 3 pm, 8 pm: Parmanu (Hindi)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Hello Zozo
The funniest part of 

your birthday is, it feels 
like I am celebrating my 
own birthday. You are the 
only person for whom I 
can forget all the pains 
and sorrows of life. You 
mean a lot in my life...
Happy B’day Zozo .

Always Pooh..!!

A
ctor Arjun Rampal 
and former super-
model Mehr Jesia 
have announced 
their separation 

after 20 years of marriage in 
a joint statement.

The former couple said 
they may be embarking on 
separate journeys from now 
on but will always stand 
together as a family for their 
daughters Mahikaa (16) and 
Myra (13).

The announcement 
comes after weeks of specu-
lation that they would be 
parting ways. 

“After a 20 year long 
beautiful journey filled with 

love and beautiful memories, 
we would like to share, that 
all journeys have different 
paths and we feel that it is 
time for us to move on to 
different destinations hence 
forth. 

“We have always been 
solid when it has come to us, 
we will continue to be solid 
for each other and our loved 
ones, as we embark upon a 
new journey. Both of us be-
ing extremely private people 
feel strange to be making 
this statement, but such are 
the circumstances of our 
lives. Where the truth can get 
distorted and lost,” Rampal, 
45, and Jesia said in a joint 

statement.
They added, “We are 

a family, our love for each 
other is forever intact and 
we shall always be there 
for one another and most 
importantly for our children 
Mahikaa and Myra.” 

Rampal and Jesia, 47, 
requested privacy through 
this time and they would 
not be commenting on the 
development any further. 

The duo own a produc-
tion company Chasing 
Ganesha, through which 
they produced the film “I 
See You” (2006), which also 
starred Rampal.

PTI

A
lia Bhatt has had a good box 
office run with most of her 
films and the actor says it has 
made her more confident 
about her choices.

She has mixed her critically ac-
claimed turns in “Highway”, “Udta Pun-
jab” and “Raazi” with mainstream films 
like “2 States” and “Humpty Sharma Ki 
Dulhania”. 

Alia says she always looks for a relat-
ability factor in her films. 

“Unconventional can also be con-
ventional and commercial if it connects 
with people. It is essential somewhere to 
maintain that balance. I was hoping this 
film (‘Raazi’) strikes a balance and I am 
happy it did. It also makes me believe in 
the choices that I make as an actor,” Alia 
told PTI. 

The actor says there will always be 
struggle no matter where one starts 
from.

“My struggles will always be there. It 
is harder when you have expectations. 
My struggle is with myself, to outdo and 
out perform myself, to do something 
new and different. Just because things 
are working out for me as an actor in the 
film industry doesn’t mean I don’t strug-
gle to make it work,” Alia added. 

Citing the example of her last release, 
Alia says she worked like a crazy person 
and shot for 16 hours a day as they had 
to make it in a certain kind of budget.

“Now that the film is being appreci-
ated it all feels worth it. But that doesn’t 
mean my struggles are over. It will con-
tinue as I will have to prove myself with 
every film.” 

Alia’s latest film”Raazi” has earned 
approximately Rs 102 crore at the box 
office. 

“As an actor you are never confident 
but you are always hopeful about it (suc-

cess of film). I am grateful to the 
audience for the love. It gives me 
confidence to pick up more 
films like this in future,” she 
said about the film’s success.

In the Meghna Gulzar-
directed film, Alia played 
the role of Sehmat Khan, 
an Indian spy, who marries 
a Pakistani Army officer, 
essayed by Vicky Kaushal 
during the 1971 Indo-
Pak war. 

She has an interest-
ing slate of films lined 
up including Zoya Akhtar’s 
“Gully Boy”, Karan Johar’s 
home production “Kalank” 
and “Brahmastra” with 
Ranbir Kapoor. 

“We are done with 
‘Gully Boy’, we are 
shooting for ‘Kalank’. 
I never worry while 
working on a film but 
during the release, 
I do. I worry about 
the fate of every film 
and that will never 
change,” Alia said. 

Meanwhile, the 
actor has been roped 
as the face of new brand 
campaign of StarPlus 
channel. She will feature 
in their new song that has 
been composed by A R 
Rahman. 

The new campaign 
focuses on new shows 
such as “Sabse Smart Kaun”, 
“Kullfi Kumarr Bajewala”, 
“Mariam Khan - Reporting Live” and 
“Krishna Chali London”.

PTI

A
ctress Malaika 
Arora, who has 
been a target of 
several trolls, says 
she doesn’t pay 

attention to them.
“I don’t pay attention to 

trolls and that is the best way 

to deal with them,” Malaika 
said in a statement to IANS. 

Last week, she posted a 
collage of throwback pho-
tographs of herself taking a 
dip in the sea. She captioned 
it: “Summer loving. Take me 
back.”

She received some 
unpleasant feedback from 
a few followers who trolled 
her for wearing a bikini while 
swimming.

On this, she said: “This is 
an old picture from my trip to 
the Maldives last year. People 
seemed to have a point of 
view on my attire in the 
pictures. To all those people, I 
just have one question: What 
as per you, is the appropriate 
attire to wear while swim-
ming or diving in the ocean? 

“To my knowledge, it is 
swimsuits that one uses the 
world over when considering 
water focused outdoor activi-
ties. If people think we should 
be wearing something else, 
please enlighten me.”

IANS

U
FO front-
man Phil 
Mogg has 
announced 
his retire-

ment from the band. 
Mogg, the band’s only 
ever-present member, 
will leave after UFO fin-
ish a 50th anniversary 
tour next year. 

In a statement on the 
band’s website, Mogg 
says: “This decision has 

been 
a 

long time coming, I’ve 
considered stepping 
down at the end of UFO’s 
previous two tours. I 
don’t want to call this a 
farewell tour as I hate 
that word, but next year’s 
gigs will represent my fi-
nal tap-dancing appear-
ances with the band.

“2019 marks UFO’s 
50th anniversary, so the 
timing feels right. There 
will be a final tour of the 
UK and we will also play 
some shows in selected 
other cities that the band 
has a strong connec-
tion with. But outside 
of the UK this won’t be 
a long tour. Being out 
on the road isn’t always 
tremendously luxurious 
and although the playing 
is as great as it ever was, 
the stuff that surrounds 
it becomes very tire-
some. I always told my-
self that when I reached 
that stage I would step 

down, and that’s 
what I’m going 
to do. This is the 
right time for me 
to quit.”

Mogg has 
also hinted 
that the band 
might be able 
to continue 
without him, 
saying, “I’ve 
told the guys 
that this is 
how it is. 
They know 
it’s my time 
to go and 
they know 
that they can 
do whatever 
they want to 
do without 
me, but I 
don’t want to 
play live or 
make records 
anymore, 
though hav-
ing said that 
I might go 
on and do an 
album of my 
own. I’ll have 
to see how 
I feel about 
that.

“Maybe 
the best word 

to use is ‘bit-
tersweet’. But my 

time has arrived 
and all that remains 
is to make sure that 
we have a good 
tour.”

Details of the 
band’s farewell tour 

have yet to be an-
nounced.

Loudersound

Arjun Rampal, Mehr 
Jesia separate after 
20 years of marriage

Unconventional can also be conventional 
and commercial — Alia Bhatt on ‘Raazi’

I don’t pay attention to 
trolls —Malaika Arora

Phil Mogg to quit UFO 
after farewell tour
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Chennai Super Kings captain M S Dhoni receives the IPL 2018 trophy from C K Khanna, acting president of 
the BCCI after winning the final match against Sunrisers Hyderabad, in Mumbai on Sunday.

PTI

Jubilant Real Madrid fans welcome home their heroes as they parade the European Cup on an open-top bus tour on Sunday morning.

India’s captain Virat Kohli, right, and Pakistan’s captain Sarfraz Ahmed pose for a picture with the ICC 
Champions Trophy at the Oval cricket ground in London. (File Photo)

Alexey Sorokin

AB de Villiers

Daniel Ricciardo celebrates winning the race.
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Mumbai, May 28 (IANS): Dousing the de-
bate between age and experience, Chen-
nai Super Kings’ skipper Mahendra Singh 
Dhoni put “fitness” ahead of any other 
factor for success.

As his side lifted the third Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL) title on Sunday, ham-
mering Sunrisers Hyderabad by eight 
wickets, he opined that its the fitness of 
players which matters the most.

“We talked a lot about age, but what’s 
more important is the fitness. Rayudu, 
at 33, it doesn’t really matter. That’s what 
more matters than age,” Dhoni said after 
the match.

“If you ask most captains, they want 
players who move well on the field. Doesn’t 
matter if you’re 19-20 years old. Age is just 
a number, but you have to be very fit,” said 
the Chennai skipper. Dhoni meanwhile, 

Johannesburg, May 28 
(AFP): Coach Ottis Gibson 
admitted on Monday that 
the retirement from inter-
national cricket of AB de 
Villiers was a blow to South 
Africa’s hopes of winning 
the Cricket World Cup next 
year.

Gibson revealed that he 
had spoken to De Villiers 
the day before last week’s 
announcement by the star 
batsman but had been 
unable to convince him 
to change his mind. “We 
had a conversation,” said 
Gibson, who was briefing 

journalists ahead of the 
South African squad get-
ting together to undergo 
their annual fitness and 
medical assessments.

“He called me the 
morning before he made 
the announcement,” 
said Gibson. “We had a 

Age is just a number, 
fitness matters — Dhoni

Real Madrid celebrates UEFA Champions League title 

Ricciardo won monaco like an Apollo 13 astronaut

Formally convey policy regarding 
Indo-Pak series — BCCI requests govt.

World Cup’s head organiser 
plays down hooliganism worries

De Villiers retirement a blow to World Cup bid — Gibson

also credited the batting ef-
fort by his side throughout 
the tournament which was 
a major reason behind their 
success.

“I feel it’s a really good 
batting effort. But we al-
ways had the belief that we 
had the firepower in the 
middle overs. There was 
no plan to send Bravo up 
ahead. Rayudu has been 
our main batters, so we had 
protection in the middle,” 
he said.

Meanwhile, Man of the 
Match Watson, who was 
back to his brutal best as 
his scintillating unbeaten 
117 run-knock was the key 
behind Chennai’s IPL ti-
tle, termed the season as a 
“special” one for him.

After the match, the 
Australian all-rounder said: 
“It’s been a special season to 
be honest. To get a special 
season especially after the 
last season with RCB.”

“It means a lot to be 
with a franchise like CSK,” 
Watson added.

On his Sunday’s innings, 
where the Australian pro-
duced a masterclass against 
one of the best bowling 
attack in the league, the 
36-year-old said: “After 
those first ten balls I was 
only hoping to catch up to 
at least a run-a-ball. Bhuvi 
is really good with the new 
ball and was lucky to get the 
opportunity to catch up.”

“Stephen Fleming and 
M.S. Dhoni have been 
looking after me really well 
and I am really glad to con-
tribute like I did tonight,” 
he added.

Madrid, May 28 (IANS): Real Ma-
drid’s players celebrated their 13th 
UEFA Champions League title with 
thousands of their fans at Madrid’s 
Santiago Bernabeu stadium, after 
the Spanish football club crushed 
Liverpool 3-1 in the Champions 
League final in Kiev.

Together with Real Madrid’s 
UEFA Champions League victory, 
the Bernabeu stadium was also 
chosen to celebrate Real Madrid 
Basketball team’s 10th EuroLeague 
champion title, after last week the 
team won against Fenerbahce Dog-
us Istanbul in Belgrade, reports Efe.

Never before had any sports 

club managed to win the maximum 
continental trophies in a single 
season. But this week, Real Madrid, 
in seven days, won both the Eu-
roLeague and the UEFA Champions 
League.

The ground of the Santiago 
Bernabeu stadium was the place 
where the two teams came together 
to offer their titles to the Madridis-
tas, who had previously gathered up 
around the Almudena Cathedral, 
Puerta del Sol and Plaza de Cibeles 
to celebrate the triumphs.
However, it was Cristiano Ronaldo 
who stole the spotlight of the day, 
after he had hinted, following the 

final in Kiev, that he would leave the 
club in summer.

Before arriving at the stadium, the 
Portuguese player was very active in 
the celebrations with the rest of his 
teammates, and at the insistence 
of the fans who had gathered at the 
Puerta del Sol, he spoke a few words.

“Good afternoon. Thank you for 
coming here this afternoon. It’s an 
unforgettable moment. It’s a spec-
tacular job. We made history, and 
that’s what we were looking for. 

Thanks to the Madridistas. It’s a 
happy moment. We are very happy 
and thank you, Hala Madrid!” he 
told the fans.

MONACO,May 28 (Reu-
ters): Daniel Ricciardo 
lived his own Apollo 13 
moment to emerge tri-
umphant on Sunday from 
what could have been a 
Monaco Grand Prix night-
mare.

I f  Fo r m u l a  O n e’s 
showcase race was dull 
for rivals, with the top six 
finishing in the position 
they started, the Austral-
ian wrestled gremlins for 
more than 50 laps of the 
unforgiving street circuit.

“He could have been 
in Apollo 13, I tell you, 
the way he was dealing 
with the issues today,” 
said team boss Christian 
Horner, referring to the 
troubled 1970 U.S. lunar 
mission that ultimately got 
home safely.

The Red Bull driver re-
ported a loss of power on 
lap 28, an issue serious 
enough for the team to 
consider telling him to 
stop the car and save the 
engine.

“The engine guys could 
see from the data that the 
MGU-K had stopped com-

New Delhi, May 28 (PTI): 
The BCCI has requested 
the Union government 
to formally convey its 
position with regards to 
Indo-Pak bilateral cricket 
series, which is on hold 
since 2012 due to political 
tension between the two 
neighbours.

The BCCI has repeat-
edly clarified its stance 
that it won’t be able to en-
gage in bilateral contests 
unless the government 
gives clearance. 

It is understood that 
the richest cricket board 
wants a formal commu-
nication before they head 
to ICC Disputes Resolu-
tion Forum where they 
are set to counter PCB’s 
compensation claim of 
USD 70 million for not 
honouring the MoU, 
signed in 2014.

When asked about 
the latest e-mail, a sen-
ior BCCI official told PTI: 
“These are routine com-
munications on part of 
BCCI. 

It is our duty to seek 
permission from the gov-
ernment with regards to 
bilateral series.

Our job is to ask and 
it’s up to the government. 
We understand that bilat-
eral series in prevailing 
circumstances is very dif-
ficult. But if we get a reply 
from the government in 
‘black and white’, it will 
help us.” 

PCB had appealed to 
ICC’s Dispute Resolu-

tion Committee, accusing the BCCI 
of not honouring the Future Tours & 
Programme (FTP) commitment, which 
also required them to play at least two 
away series against Pakistan on a neu-
tral venue like the UAE.

The International Cricket Council 
today confirmed that the Hon Michael 
Beloff QC will chair the Dispute Panel in 
the matter of proceedings between the 
Pakistan Cricket Board and the Board of 
Control for Cricket in India, ICC had then 
said in a release.

The two other members of the panel, 
which has been established under the 
Terms of Reference of the ICC Disputes 

Resolution Committee, are Jan Paulsson 
and Dr Anabelle Benett AO, SC, it further 
said.

The world governing body for the 
game also made it clear that decision 
of the Dispute Panel shall be non-
appealable.

The hearing will take place as per 
article 10.4 of the Terms of Reference of 
the ICC Disputes Resolution Committee, 
the decision of the Dispute Panel shall be 
non-appealable and shall remain the full 
and final decision in relation to the mat-
ter and binding on all parties. 

The hearing is scheduled for October 
1-3 in Dubai at the ICC headquarters.

Madrid, May 28 (IANS): 
Alexey Sorokin, director 
general of the organising 
committee for the 2018 FIFA 
World Cup in Russia, played 
down what he called over-
blown concerns about foot-
ball hooliganism, while dis-
cussing stadium surprises 
and the new Video Assistant 
Referee.

Sorokin, who replaced 
Vitaly Mutko at the end of 
December, said in an inter-
view with Efe on Monday 
that he wanted to put to 
bed questions in the British 
press about a possible alli-
ance between Russian and 
Argentine ultras to confront 
English hooligans.

“I really think that the 
British press exaggerates. 
It’s bizarre to think people 
would go to the World Cup 
to commit acts of violence,” 
Sorokin explained to Efe, a 
little over two weeks before 
the global sporting event 
kicks off.

“People go to the World 
Cup to watch football and 
learn about the host coun-
try,” he said, but added: “In 
the framework of interna-
tional cooperation, we have 
exchanged data on people 

who are blacklisted and 
who are prohibited from 
accessing stadiums.”

The director gen-
eral said fans can look 
forward to discovering 
just how much Russian 
culture, identity and cui-
sine varies among each 
of the World Cup host 
cities.

“We will try to show 
Russia as a very diverse 
country, with the venues 
including large cities 
that everyone knows,” 
he said.

While Sorokin ad-
mitted there had been 
delays at Samara Arena 
in southeast Russia, he 
was confident the World 
Cup would go off with-
out a hitch.

“All the stadiums 
are ready for the tour-
nament and all test 
matches have been held 
there. According to FIFA 
regulations, three test 
matches must be organ-
ised,” he said.

The 2018 World Cup 
Russia will go down in 

history due to the imple-
mentation of the Video 
Assistant Referee technol-
ogy, which has polarised 
the football world over 
whether it will change the 
game for better or worse.

Sorokin was uncon-
cerned, saying “VAR was 
already tested during the 
FIFA Confederations Cup. 
Now, we have been able 
to improve and perfect it.”

“We have taken into 
consideration several as-
pects and it will be better 
for all the fans inside the 
stadium,” he predicted.

The director general 
remained tight-lipped on 
his expectations for the 
Russian national team in 
the tournament.

“As a member of the 
organising committee, 
we have to be absolutely 
impartial. We ensure that 
all teams will compete in 
the same conditions,” he 
explained.

“But as a Russian citi-
zen, I can only wish our 
national team success. 
I think we have a good 
chance of advancing from 
the group stage to the 
round of 16,” he added.

long conversation around 
whether he was making the 
right decision. He reckons 
he is. He has spoken to the 
people in his close circle.”

Gibson said De Villiers’ 
decision had been a shock 
to him. “He is one of the 
best players in the world. 
He could have made a huge 
difference in the World Cup 
and he knows that... he’s 
chosen to walk away from 
the game at this time and it 
is what it is.”

Gibson said the World 
Cup in England and Wales 
in June 2019 was still a year 
away. “We’ll have to alter 
our plans obviously but it 
gives us enough time to do 
that.” De Villiers, 34, an-
nounced his retirement 
last Wednesday, saying he 
was “tired” after a 14-year 
international career during 
which he was hailed as one 
of the best players in the 
game. He said it had been 
a tough decision but that 
“I would like to retire while 
still playing decent cricket”.

“It’s disappointing for 
the country and world 
cricket that AB de Villiers is’’t 
playing cricket anymore,” 
said Gibson.

pletely,” added Horner, 
referring to the part of the 
Renault power unit that 
recovers the energy gener-
ated while braking.

“At that point there was 
talk in the background of 
retiring the car... my posi-
tion was ‘We’re leading 
the Monaco Grand Prix, 
we’ll run until this engine 
stops’.”

The failure of the unit 
meant also that the car’s 

rear brakes were overheat-
ing and in danger of catch-
ing fire.

Informed over the 
radio that the situation 
would not improve, Ric-
ciardo was told to wind 
the brake bias to the front 
of the car and lift off the ac-
celerator in braking areas 
to generate cooling.

And with all that, Fer-
rari’s Sebastian Vettel was 
only a second behind.

The Australian kept his 
calm and carried on, eas-
ing off but knowing also 
that the tight and twisty 
Monaco layout made it 
hard for anyone to pass 
unless he slowed dramati-
cally.

“It was an incredible 
performance from him. 
Just extremely mature. 
I’m super happy for him, 
he really deserved this re-
sult this weekend,” said 
Horner.

The team boss con-
gratulated Ricciardo over 
the team radio afterwards 
by referencing Michael 
Schumacher in 1995 — a 
remark he later said was 
actually referring to the 
German’s drive in Spain in 
1994 when he drove much 
of that race in fifth gear.

Ricciardo was simply 
relieved to get ‘payback’ 
for Monaco 2016 — a race 
he also started on pole 
but that was wrecked by a 
botched pitstop.

“Two years in the mak-
ing this, so I finally feel 
like the redemption has 
arrived,” he said.
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James delivers epic game 
seven as Cavs reach NBA finals

French Open: Djokovic advances, 
former champ Wawrinka knocked out  

Case Premier League: Nizams FC, Trinity Sporting in final

LeBron James dropped 35 points in Cleveland’s 87-79 win over the Boston Celtics in Game 7 of the 
Eastern Conference Finals on Sunday night in Boston.

Novak Djokovic

Boston, May 28 (AFP): 
LeBron James booked his 
eighth straight NBA finals 
appearance, delivering 
another epic game-seven 
performance on the road 
as the Cleveland Cavaliers 
rallied to beat the Boston 
Celtics 87-79 on Sunday.

The 33-year-old James 
played all 48 minutes and 
finished with 35 points, 15 
rebounds and nine assists 
for the Cavaliers who are in 
the league championship 
for the fourth consecutive 
year.

"This is the last chapter 
for our team this season," 
said James. "It's been a 
whirlwind. It has been ros-
es. There have been thorns 
in the roses. This is one of 
the most challenging sea-
sons I have had."

Cleveland became the 
first team to win on the 
road in the best-of-seven 
Eastern Conference cham-
pionship series and the 
first to beat the Celtics at 
home in the postseason.

"Win, loss or draw, 
at the end of my career 
you are never going to get 
someone to say I didn't 
leave it out on the floor," 
the four-time league MVP 
James said.

The Cavaliers will take 
on either the reigning 
champion Golden State 
Warriors or Houston Rock-
ets in the championship 
series. The Warriors domi-
nated the Rockets 115-86 
on Saturday to force a de-
cisive game seven which 
will take place Monday in 

Houston. James believes 
that his team can outhus-
tle, outsmart and outcoach 
whoever they face in the 
final.

"We have an opportu-
nity to win a champion-
ship. No matter whether we 
are picked to win or not, we 
have a great game plan. We 
are going to try to get bet-
ter throughout the series," 
he said.

James led the Cava-
liers in the first half with 
17 points and 10 rebounds 
but they trailed for much 
of the half in front of a 
crowd of 18,600 at the Bos-
ton Garden. It wasn't until 
the second half that his 

supporting cast came to 
life and the Cavaliers were 
able to wrestle control back 
from the Celtics in the low-
scoring contest.

- Plays entire game -
James said he knew 

ahead of time he was going 
to have to play 48 minutes.

"It was asked of me to-
night to play the whole 
game, and I just tried to 
figure out how I could get 
through it," said James, 
who played 48 minutes 
for the first time in a play-
off game since 2006 as a 
21-year-old against the 
Detroit Pistons.

"Throughout the time-
outs, I was able to catch 

my breath. At halftime, I 
didn't come out and warm 
up. That was my time to 
recalibrate and catch my 
wind again. "I'm the leader 
of this team, and I'm going 
to give what I've got."

James said halfway 
through the season he 
made up his mind that no 
matter what happened, he 
was going to try to keep a 
positive attitude.

"Right before the break 
I kind of reset. I didn't know 
if we were going to make 
trades or not," he said.

"But I just reset my 
mindset and said 'OK, this 
is the season and let's try to 
make the most of it'."

Jeff Green finished 
with 19 points and eight 
rebounds, J.R. Smith tal-
lied 12 points and Tristan 
Thompson scored 10 for 
Cleveland, who beat Bos-
ton 109-99 on Friday to 
force game seven.

Jayson Tatum paced 
the Celtic attack with 24 
points as Boston suffered 
their only loss in 11 playoff 
home games.

Al Horford finished 
with 17 points and Jaylen 
Brown had 13 but he was 
just three-of-12 from the 
three-point line.

- Celtics fire blanks -
Boston made the mis-

take of using the three 
pointer as their main of-
fensive weapon down the 
stretch but they finished a 
dismal seven-of-39 overall 
from beyond the arc.

The Celtics ended the 
first quarter on a 9-0 run 
and led 43-39 at the half in 
what would turn out to be 
the lowest scoring game in 
the series. The possibility 
existed that a loss Sunday 
would have been James' 
last game with the Cava-
liers. He can opt out of his 
$35.6 million contract at 
the end of the season and 
become a free agent.

James has said in the 
past he plans to retire a 
Cavalier but this is his sec-
ond stint in Cleveland after 
he left once before for Mi-
ami in 2010. Los Angeles, 
Philadelphia and New York 
are believed to be ready 
to pounce if he becomes 
available.

Paris, May 28 (IANS): Ser-
bia's Novak Djokovic on 
Monday defeated Rogerio 
Dutra Silva of Brazil 6-3, 
6-4, 6-4 in the first round 
of the French Open, the 
second Grand Slam tennis 
event of the season, held 
on clay court.

Although he did not put 
on a stellar performance, 
Djokovic, a former world 
No. 1, was good enough 
to get past the world No. 
134 in two hours and five 
minutes, reports Efe.

The 2016 Roland Gar-
ros champion fired 37 win-
ners but committed 36 
unforced errors, compared 
to Dutra Silva's 21 and 32 
respectively.

Djokovic, current world 
No. 22, faced a total of sev-
en break points; he fended 
off four of them, conceding 
his serve once in each set.

The 12-time Grand 
Slam champion, however, 
was able to break his rival's 
serve twice in each set to 
book a place in the sec-
ond round, where he is set 
to play the winner of the 
all-Spanish match pitting 
David Ferrer and Jaume 
Munar.

G a rc i a  L o p e z  s t u n s 
Wawrinka in 1st round 

Spain's Guillermo 
Garcia Lopez on Monday 
pulled off a big upset, stun-
ning the 2017 French Open 
finalist Stanislas Wawrinka 
of Switzerland 6-2, 3-6, 4-6, 
7-6 (7-5), 6-3 in the open-
ing round of the Grand 
Slam event held on clay 
court.

The Spaniard, world 
No. 67, was more solid from 
the baseline than Wawrin-
ka, a former top 10 player, 

in a match that lasted three 
and a half hours, reports 
Efe. Wawrinka, currently 
world No. 30, has slipped 
from the top level of play 
that brought him to the 
2017 final, where he lost 
in straight sets to Spain's 
Rafael Nadal.

The Swiss player com-
mitted a total of 72 un-
forced errors, while strug-
gling on serve.

After falling a set down, 
Wawrinka, who underwent 
a knee surgery in 2017, 
seemed to be on his way 
to the second round, as he 
made the most of the lone 
break point he created to 
draw level, and repeated 
the scenario in the next set 
to take a 2-1 lead.

However, in the piv-
otal fourth set, Wawrinka 
squandered four out of 
five break points he cre-
ated and conceded his 
own serve once. Wawrinka 
probably lamented these 
missed opportunities as 
the set went to a tie-break 
that Garcia Lopez won.

Garcia Lopez did not 
face a single break point 
in the decider and cre-
ated six break points, two 
of which were enough to 
seal his fourth career win 
over Wawrinka out of 11 
matches. Next up for Gar-
cia Lopez is Russia's Karen 
Khachanov, who defeated 
Austria's Andreas Haider 
Maurer.

Kvitova qualifies 
Petra Kvitova of the 

Czech Republic on Mon-
day beat Paraguay's Veron-
ica Cepede Royg 3-6, 6-1, 
7-5 to advance to the sec-
ond round of the French 
Open.

In their first career en-
counter, eighth-seed Kvi-
tova fell a set down against 
Cepede, world No. 87, 
but came back to win the 
match in two hours and 
seven minutes, her 31st 
victory this year, reported 
Efe. The two-time Wimble-
don champion is next set to 
face Spain's Lara Arr uabar-
rena Vecino, world No. 91, 
who defeated world No. 37 
Timea Babos of Hungary 
7-6 (7-5), 6-3.

In other Roland Garros 
action on Monday, for-
mer world No. 1 Victoria 
Azarenka made her first 
French Open appearance 
since 2016, but fell short 
against world No. 57 Kateri-
na Siniakova of the Czech 
Republic 7-5, 7-5.

Meanwhile, 13th-seed 
Madison Keys of the UA 
defeated her compatriot 
Sachia Vickery 6-3, 6-3, and 
is to face another US player, 
Caroline Dolehide, in the 
next round.

Suarez Navarro sails 
through 

Spanish tennis play-
er Carla Suarez Navarro, 
world No. 23, on Monday 
sailed through the first 
round of the French Open 
with a 6-0, 6-1 win over 
Croatia's Ana Konjuh in 
just 42 minutes.

Suarez, 29, prevailed 
over the world No. 104 for 
the second time in two 
career encounters, win-
ning 86 percent of her first 
serves, compared to Kon-
juh's 32 percent, reports 
Efe.

Up next, Suarez is set 
to take on either Mandy 
Minella of Luxembourg or 
Maria Sakkari of Greece.

Dimapur, May 28 (EMN): Defend-
ing champions Trinity Sporting 
and Nizams FC booked the final 
berth of the Case Premier League 
after winning their respective 
semi-final matches and set up a 
final clash on June 2.

According to updates from the 
organisers on Monday, the semi-
finals of Case Premier League 
Season 3 produced exciting foot-
ball with goals galore. None of the 
teams were ready to play defensive 
football and the spectators were 
treated to some wonderful displays 
which belied the age of the players.

In the first match, Nizams FC 
cruised to the finals after thrashing 
Teammate 4-1. Nizams went full 
throttle from the kickoff. Defend-

ing errors from Teammate lead to a 
penalty in two minutes where Pele 
of Nizams FC converted the spot 
kick to give the lead.

Teammate leveled the score-
line through Taliyanger in the 
23rd minute. Bt Nizams FC striker 
squandered a lot chances as Mh-
achen gave the lead again through 
a fine one-two with Pito beating 
the keeper to put the ball into the 
net. The first half was an even-
ly contested match where both 
teams were trying to get the upper 
hand with Nizams FC enjoying 
most of the ball possession.

After the break, Mhachen 
scored again to make it 3-1. Keeper 
Lima of Teammate was resolute 
denying almost all the goal scoring 

opportunities. Pele added to his 
tally by scoring a screamer from  40 
yards.Gradually the Nizams' qual-
ity shone and they lead 4-1 till the 
end of the final whistle.

Defending Champions Trinity 
Sporting edged past Case FC 4-3 
in the other semi final match. Case 
FC struggled without their main 
keeper, Jaimeren, serving a one-
match ban who could only watch 
from the sidelines.

Trinity drew first blood as they 
opened the score through Atokito 
within 3 minutes. A sublime long 
ball from the midfield by Lipok 
landed at the foot of Atokito to 
tap into the back of the net. Akum 
levelled the score with a wonder-
ful run beating the defence. Case 

FC keeper fumbled a long-range 
effort from Lanusubu to make it 
2-1 in favour of Trinity. Both the 
teams played very open attacking 
football with the game see sawing 
from one side to the other. After 
the break, Atokito completed his 
hattrick, scoring two goals within 
5 minutes to make it 4-1.

Edging towards full time, 
Chichang and Akum proved their 
mettle as they both scored in the 
last 5 minutes to make 4-3. Case FC 
continued to pursue for the equal-
izer. In the end, the experience of 
the Trinity players in holding on to 
a strong position eventually helped 
them to a 4-3 win. However, it was 
a game which any of the two sides 
could have won.


