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How much is too much? Govt. spent 1093 
cr. on pension beneficiaries in 2016-17

Rio says Chishi’s ‘wild 
allegations’ holds no truth

Nuta vs. Kohima administration threatens to turn ugly 
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Dimapur, May 23 (EMN): The gov-
ernment of Nagaland spent a stag-
gering INR 1093 cr. from the State 
Exchequer as pension for the year 
2016-17, according to documents 
made available to Eastern Mirror 
through Right to Information (RTI). 

According to documents re-
ceived from the office of the prin-
cipal accountant general (accounts 
and entitlement), a grand total 
INR 1093, 47, 17,291 was spent on 
pensioners by the state government 
from April 2016 to March 2017. It 
was to be credited with INR 935, 
34, 52, 259 more from April 2017 to 
December 2017. 

Stated amount was released to 
60900 pensioners, the total pension 
beneficiaries, issued by the estab-
lishment till December 2017.

At the same time, according to 
information from the directorate of 
Treasuries and Accounts in Kohima, 

it was learnt that INR 935, 34, 52, 259 
was disbursed to 23588 pension-
ers—both living and family exclud-
ing those drawing pension from 
banks—through various treasury 
and sub-treasury offices established 
across different districts of the state 
for the year 2106-17.

The chief minister of Nagaland, 
Neiphui Rio, had presented an esti-
mated deficit budget of INR 1630.67 
cr. for the fiscal year 2018-19 during 
the first session of the 13th Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly without pro-
posing any new tax. This gives the 
impression that the tag of Nagaland 
as the ’neediest state' from among 
29 states and seven union territories 
in the Indian union will remain un-
challenged for some time.

Delving into the past scenario, 
Nagaland received the highest fi-
nancial support from the centre in 
2015-16, receiving the "neediest 
state" tag from among said states 

and union territories.
According to a Reserve Bank 

of India publication, Nagaland re-
ceived 92.5% of its financial resourc-
es from the centre during 2015-16. 
This means that the government of 
Nagaland invested only 7.5% of its 
total expenditure from own coffers. 

Leaving aside pensioners, ac-
cording to official sources, it will 
be pertinent to highlight that there 
were 1, 25,309 government em-
ployees (out of 19, 80,602 forming 
Nagaland's population) drawing a 
salary of INR 3050.29 cr. annually as 
of March 31 2014. 

According to the state budget 
estimates for 2018-19, INR 3567.36 
cr. has been earmarked under Cen-
tral Sponsored Scheme. Out of it, the 
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Scheme 
alone  has an outlay of INR 1159.09 
cr. leaving only INR 580 cr. avail-
able for developmental activities 

in the State Plan. In assessing the 
current situation, the state’s overall 
development is staring at another 
blank space: the outgo on non-
developmental components hits al-
most 56% of the total budget which 
includes both salary and pension 
and 12% more for loan repayments. 
The state is left with only meagre 
resources for other developmental 
activities in the State Plan.  

This vicious cycle of ‘unavoid-
able social dependence’ on the gov-
ernment by the state's citizens will 
continue to plague Nagaland unless 
some sensible and result-oriented 
steps are taken by the policy makers. 

And for a start, to improve this 
sordid predicament, the govern-
ment can start by filtering out excess 
and unproductive government em-
ployees from various departments 
and focus on introducing vocational 
and technical education right from 
the elementary level.

Dimapur, May 23 (EMN): 
Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio 
has expressed shock that 
KL Chishi, a former chief 
minister of Nagaland, has 
blamed him for the latter’s 
electoral defeat. A news re-
port containing the allega-
tion by Chishi appeared in 
one of the local newspapers 
on Friday.

A press release from the 
media cell of the chief min-
ister’s office stated that Rio 
always had high regard for 
Chishi and was disheart-
ened at being blamed for 
his electoral defeat, ‘which 
is not fair.’ 

“Mr. KL Chishi’s false 
allegation that Mr. Rio had 
financed the NPF candidate 
against him in 32 Atoizu as-
sembly constituency holds 
no truth. The chief minister 
did not assist the NPF candi-
date with even a single rupee 
nor did he meet with the 
NPF candidate. The NDPP 

and BJP fought on a com-
mon platform and the joint 
effort had nothing to do 
with the NPF, whoever might 
be the informer of Mr. K L 
Chishi, has his calculations 
wrong, and the intention is 
definitely ill-motivated,” it 
stated.

In 1990, it reminded, Rio 
was a first time MLA and one 
of the junior members of the 
House and of the ministry. 
Chishi is well aware of the 
nature in which his govern-
ment was toppled, it added. 

“The fact of the matter 
is that the seniors had be-
trayed him and that is the 
reason why the government 
led by Mr. K.L. Chishi could 
not survive...The allegation 
is shocking and for a senior 
leader, who is also a former 
chief minister, it is perhaps 
unbecoming to make such 
wild allegations without any 
justification or authentic 
proof.”  

Dimapur, May 23 (EMN): The tussle 
between the Kohima district adminis-
tration and the teachers of Nagaland 
University turned confrontational on 
Friday after the latter were served what 
has been dubbed ‘illegal show cause no-
tice’ by the deputy commissioner (DC).

A press release from the central ex-
ecutive council of Nagaland University 
Teachers Association (Nuta) informed 
that 13 teachers from the university 
were served with show cause notices 
by the DC on May 24 seeking replies 
within one day. 

“The association questions the 
authority of the DC on threatening 
disciplinary action on central univer-
sity teachers for being found absent 
for training (for the Lok Sabha by-elec-
tion),” it stated. The Nuta reiterated that 
central university teachers were exempt 
from election duty to protect the politi-
cal rights of the teachers. 

“The association also condemns the 
misinterpretation of section 159 of RP 
act 1951 by the deputy chief electoral 
officer Nagaland for the fact that univer-
sity teachers are not ‘staff.’ The only per-

sonnel working on the administration 
side in universities as staff are clerks, 
office assistants, account officers, as-
sistant registrars, deputy registrars and 
joint registrars whose services can be 
requisitioned. 

“The University Grants Commission 
Act and Regulations clearly identifies 
teachers differently and therefore the 
deputy CEO is totally wrong if not illegal 
in treating teachers as staff. The NUTA 
demands for unconditional revocation 
of show cause notices served on all af-
fected teachers by DC Kohima.”

Also, the teachers demanded ex-
emption of election duty for 17 teach-
ers from Kohima campus, 13 from 
Medziphema campus and 15 from 
the Lumami HQ. If the demands are 
ignored, it warned that the association 
will demand from the Election Com-
mission of India re-polling in all polling 
stations where university teachers have 
been deputed as presiding officers; 
re-polling in all constituencies where 
university teachers have been deputed 
as micro observers, and recounting in 
all polling stations where university 

teachers have been deputed as count-
ing officers. 

The Federation of Central Univer-
sity Teachers Associations (FEDCUTA) 
also issued a statement condemning 
the notices issued and have demanded 
‘immediate unconditional withdrawal.’

“The FEDCUTA has written to the 
Visitor, the (honourable) president 
of India, the vice-chancellor of Naga-
land University, the chief minister of 
Nagaland, and the chief election com-
missioner on the matter seeking their 
intervention.”

Harvey Weinstein surrenders over 
sexual misconduct charges  |  P10
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Success is walking from 
failure to failure with no 

loss of enthusiasm.

~Winston Churchill

"Uncle, I'm going to buy some 
petrol, I might not come back 

alive okay." 

Mirror Takes

~ Arien
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Naga intellectuals share 
views on Article 371 (A)

Rapist sentenced to 
life imprisonment

Aicu’s seventh meet begins Kezieke organisations condemn assault

BJP Chizami vows to uphold NDPP-BJP alliance

Nagaland AAP declares it 
has no truck with NPF

Jamir talks political with college students

SSA teachers relax agitation

NStCB projects profit of INR 1308 lakh for 2018-19

Resource persons and participants pose for a group photo after the seminar on Article 371 (A) cum first 
general meeting of the government registered NGOs in Dimapur on May 25.

Dr. SC Jamir (right) during an interaction with Nagaland University students at RCEMPA, 
Jotsoma, in Kohima on May 24.

YV Lotha takes charge as HoD
Directorate of Employment, Skil l  Development & 
Entrepreneurship, through a government notification, stated 
its additional director, Y Vandanshan Lotha has taken over 
charge as Head of Department with effect from January 12 
last. A DIPR report stated that all DO letters/ confidential and 
other important correspondences should be addressed to him 
by name till further order.

Massive road repair work underway
Massive road repairing work is underway under three 
municipal councils, 29 town councils and ward panchayats 
under the initiative of PWD minister Tongpang Ozukum. In 
this regards, Dr. Toshimanen Ozukum has impressed upon all 
the concerned authorities and public to extent all possible 
assistance in terms of manpower and other logistic support 
to ebsure success of the mission.

Kohima’s DC informs 
Deputy commissioner and district election officer, Kohima, 
Rajesh Soundararajan, has informed that a facilitation centre 
for doubt clearing on poll process and EVM/ VVPATS would 
be open on May 25 and 26 in the pensioners’ office new 
building, DC office complex, Kohima, from 11 am to 3 pm. In 
this connection, the DC has informed all government officials 
drafted for election duty to avail the facility.

NPF minority wing convenes meeting
NPF minority wing has convened an emergency meeting on 
May 25 at NPF division office at 10 am. Informing this in a 
press release, the unit president Bishnu Bhattacharjee has 
requested all the office bearers of NPF minority wing central 
and mahila wing under Dimapur district to attend the meeting 
without fail.

Dimapur’s DC informs 
Deputy commissioner, Dimapur, Sushil Kumar Patel, has 
informed that counting to the Lok Sabha election would start 
at 8 am on May 31 in his office’s conference room. In this 
regards, he has requested 11 counting agents from NDPP 
and NPF requested to be present. Meanwhile, the DC also 
informed that strong room would be sealed after collection of 
all polled EVM from 3 am on May 29 at his office for which he 
has requested one representative from each political party to 
be present. Also stating that scrutiny would commence at 11 
am on May 29 at DC & ARO office chamber, he has requested 
at least one representative of NDPP and NPF to attend.

Mkg’s DC informs counting officials
Deputy commissioner and Assistant Returning Officer, 
Mokokchung, Sachin Jaiswal has informed all the counting 
supervisors, counting assistants and other counting Officials 
including Grade IV staff, appointed for the purpose of counting 
of votes of by-election to the Nagaland parliamentary 
constituency to attend a training on May 29 at 12 noon at the 
conference hall of ADC (Planning) Mokokchung and at town 
hall on May 31. 

Tenyimi women to observe Women’s Day
Dimapur unit of the Tenyimi women union has announced 
to celebrate Women’s Day on May 26 at Jotsoma community 
hall, Kuda (Nagarjan) village in Dimapur. A press release from 
the union on Thursday informed that the deputy secretary of 
the department of sericulture, Kusa Pfithu, would attend the 
occasion as the guest speaker. The organisation has requested 
all the units to attend the programme.

SOSU convenes meeting
Shena Old Students’ Union (SOSU) has convened its first 
executive meeting on May 26 at the residence of Ihokhu 
Yeptho in Purana Bazaar, Dimapur, at 10 am. The union has 
requested all the executive members to attend the meeting 
without fail.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, May 25 (EMN): 
In a first of its kind, vari-
ous Naga intellectuals 
have converged under 
one common platform to 
deliberate on the special 
provision guaranteed to 
the Naga people under 
Article 371 (A), wherein 
they have spelled their 
opinions on various as-
pects concerning the Act.

The discussion took 
place during a seminar 
on Article 371(A) cum 
1st general meeting of 
government recognised 
NGOs in Nagaland con-
ducted on May 25 at 
NEISSER’s conference 
hall. The programme was 
organised by Peace Chan-
nel, NEISSR, NACWR and 
NGO forum with an ob-
jective to impart the main 
concept of Article 371(A). 

The programme was 
chaired by Dr. Hasheto 
Chishi, director of Indig-
enous cultural Society. Al-
together 107 participants 
attended for the pro-
gramme.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, resource person 
Dr. Luhevi Achumi, dis-
trict and session judge 

(Retd) and Head GB of 
Luhevi village, shared on 
the legal perspectives on 
Article 371 (A). Accord-
ing to him, four special 
provisions were provided 
to the Nagas under the Ar-
ticle 371(A) viz. religious 
on social practices of the 
Nagas, Nagas customary 
law and procedure, ad-
ministration of civil and 
communal justice involv-
ing decision according 
to Naga customary law, 
ownership and transfer of 
land and its resources.

He elucidated that 
during the olden days, 
the Naga customary laws 
were used in settling cases 
or issues, yet the people 
have became ignorant 
and were not aware of the 
customary law.

Monalisa Changkija, 
Editor of Nagaland Page, 
speaking on her per-
spective, said that Article 
371(A) is completely silent 
with the economic factor. 
She said there was no pro-
vision under Article 371 
(A) on how the state can 
formulate the economy 
of the state. She also men-
tioned that Article 371 (A) 

protects culture, custom-
ary laws. She, however, 
stated that Article 371(A) 
does not have anything 
on electoral laws stat-
ing that nowhere it was 
mentioned that the vil-
lage authority or the GBs 
can select a candidate for 
election to the state as-
sembly, which the Nagas 
are practicing, which are 
contrary or against the 
people’s representative 
Act. 

She further elucidat-
ed that the Naga women 
were marginalised for 
centuries, adding only 
men are privy to resources 
from the state, central, 
clans, tribal, land owner-
ship etc. She added that 
the women will get eco-
nomic empowerment and 
the political power only 
when their rights and en-
titlements are provided.

Speaking on the ben-
eficiaries’ perspective, 
president of GBs’ Fed-
eration, Salim Konyak, 
recounted the journey of 
the Naga’s struggle and 
how the Article 371(A) 
came into being. He stat-
ed that the Nagas bought 

the Article 371 (A) with 
blood.

Speaking on the re-
spondent perspective, 
Savi Liegise, former presi-
dent of Naga Council, has 
termed Article 371(A) as 
a legal matter. He stated 
that Article 371 (A) is as 
good as independence 
but it has not been im-
plemented in any logic 
as none has tasted the 
Article 371 (A) in its true 
perspective. Savi said that 
Article 371 (A) is not to 
wage war with the govern-
ment but to safeguard the 
Nagas as a whole. 

Speaking on the ob-
server perspective, advo-
cate, Limanokchet, stated 
that Article 371 (A) is a 
living words and not just 
a written documents, He 
also emphasised on wom-
en issues, taxation issues, 
judicial over-reach, mar-
riage act etc. 

Also speaking on the 
rights of women, Nung-
shirenla Aier, advisor of 
Naga Women Council, 
stated that women are 
limited to the kitchen and 
looked down upon. She 
has advocated empow-
ering women to protect 
their own rights both in 
socio-political status.

The programme was 
moderated by Dr. Fr. CP 
Anto, director of Peace 
Channel and principal of 
NEISSR. He concluded 
the session with a chal-
lenged to each woman to 
come out of the cocoon 
and bring a changed. 
He also encouraged the 
participants to educate 
the people by educating 
themselves first. 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, May 25 (EMN): Devel-
opment in Nagaland has been 
hindered ‘by many elements 
even if we want to carry on’, ac-
cording to the former chief min-
ister of Nagaland, Dr. SC Jamir. 

Speaking during an interac-
tion at the 26th annual parting 
social of the Nagaland University 
Students’ Union at Jotsoma vil-
lage in Kohima on May 24, Jamir 
said that those ‘hindrances’ were 
‘obstructing the forward march 
of Nagaland and compelling us 
to function in manner that we are 
going today’.

Responding to a query con-
cerning his ‘vision for Nagas’, 
Jamir said his vision was that 
Nagaland shall be like the ‘spirit 
of Israel and should have the will 
to survive and surpass’. Nagas, 
he said, should have discipline, 
transparency and honesty in 
order to provide a clean and 
transparent governance. 

Asked about the ‘difference’ 
he noticed between Nagaland 
and the places he has served, 
Jamir said people in other places 
were peaceful, well-ordered and 
therefore able to carry on their 
developmental activities peace-
fully without any hindrances 
from any elements. 

an appeal to all the neighbour-
ing states to join Nagaland after 
formation of the state. However, 
he stated that ‘they kept quiet 
for 20 years’ and also when Na-
galand ministers went to Ukhrul 
in 1961 asking the people to join 
and be a part of Nagaland, ‘they 
refused stating that they are 
happy in Manipur and wished 
us best of luck.’

Stating that the Naga political 
issue is ‘causing a great concern’ 
to the Naga people, Jamir main-
tained that in a democracy if the 
future of the people is to be de-
cided it should be in the knowl-
edge and consent of the people 
for whom it is made.

Reiterating that Nagas should 
not be divided, Jamir maintained 
that ‘unless we present a united 
voice to the government of In-
dia, they will not give weightage 
to our voice’ and asserted that 
Nagas must have a single united 
voice for Naga people so that the 
GoI can pay attention to ‘what we 
say and what we wanted to.’

He expressed delight that for-
tunately, today with 7 NNPGs in 
negotiating table, obviously this 
will be the united voice of Naga 
people. He expressed hope that 
they will not fail the Naga people 
at this ‘very critical juncture’.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, May 25: The 
seventh meeting of the 
working committee of the 
All India Catholic Union’s 
(Aicu) got underway on 
May 25 at the Don Bosco 
Institute for Development 
and Leadership in Di-
mapur.

Hosted by the Catho-
lic Association of Naga-
land, the event will be 
held in Dimapur as well 
as Kohima on the theme 
‘unity in service’ till May 
27. The chief conferrer 
of the meeting, Rev. Dr. 
Gerald John in his speech 
reminded the gathering 

that the unique character 
of every man is to ‘seek the 
Kingdom of God.’ Speak-
ing about the common 
man, he said they are the 
church. 

The church, he said, 
in a ‘secular world’ is 
expected to ‘bear wit-
nesses of Christ.’ Dur-
ing his speech, Mathias 
also commented on the 
recent apostolic exhorta-
tion of the Vatican City 
State and the 266th Pope 
Francis’ ‘call to holiness’.

He mentioned that 
holiness is the ‘most’ at-
tractive face of the church. 
While encouraging the 

union’s effort to conduct 
the meeting, Mathias 
also asked them to play a 
greater role in future. 

Bishop of Kohima, 
Rev. Dr. James Thoppil 
spoke about the church 
scenario in Nagaland, 
particularly the Catholic 
community. He said there 
are about 60,000 catholic 
members in the state. 
Although the number of 
the members is small, 
the efforts of the church 
member in transform-
ing the situation of the 
state and influencing the 
people are wonderful, he 
said.

Dimapur, May 25 (EMN): 
Principal district and 
session judge, Dimapur, 
Neiko Kanuo, has con-
victed one accused person 
identified as Pintu Hasam 
under U/S 302/376 (2 ((i)/ 
IPC and section 6 POCSO 
and sentenced him to go 
rigorous imprisonment 
for life, which means im-
prisonment till his natural 
death on May 24 in Sub-
urban police station Case 
No.39/2014 (GR-512/14). 

The accused commit-
ted the offence of rape 
and murder of one mi-
nor girl aged nine years 
old at Amaluma village in 
Dimapur on September 
14, 2014. The prosecu-
tion case was conducted 
by public prosecutor Di-
mapur, T Marlemba, who 
even demanded capital 
punishment to the ac-
cused. The case of rape 

and murder was proved 
beyond any shadow of 
doubt by the prosecution. 

While pronouncing 
the judgment and order in 
his open court, the judge 
stated that, considering the 
enormity of crime commit-
ted by the accused for such 
penetrative sexual assault 
and murder of a minor girl, 
was against the dignity and 
respect to humanity and to 
the victim in particular. As 
such, he stated the accused 
deserves no mercy at all 
and guilty have to be met 
with befitting punishment 
to ensure that justice is 
delivered to the victim. The 
judge also recommended 
INR 3 lakhs compensation 
for the parents of the victim 
U/S 357 A CrPC. 

This was stated in a 
press release issued by 
public prosecutor T Mar-
lemba.

Dimapur, May 25 (EMN):  Na-
galand State Cooperative Bank 
(NStCB) has approved the De-
velopment Action Plan (DAP) for 
2018-19 by projecting a profit of 
INR 1308.00 lakh as on March 
31, 2019, a growth of 51% over 
2017-18.

NStCB has approved the DAP 
during the 287th meeting of the 
Board of Directors held in the 
conference hall of the state chief 
secretary in Kohima on May 24 
under the chairmanship of the 
state chief secretary Temjen Toy. 
While reviewing the DAP for 2017-
18, the bank had earned a profit of 
INR 860.11 lakh. 

As against a growth of 17.11% 
as on March 31, 2018, for deposits, 
a target growth of 18% has been 
determined as on March 31, 2019, 
with a 16.55% growth from CASA 
deposits.

Stating this in a press release, 
NStCB general manager (admn 
and vigilance), Lipoktoba Aier said 
the DAP 2018-19 has projected 
the growth target for loans and 
advances at 25.06% over the pre-
vious DAP -2016-17, which would 
ultimately elevate the CD ratio of 
the bank to 65.67% from 61.97% 
thus registering a growth projec-
tion of 5.98%.

The bank has also planned its 
income from interest earned on 
loans and advances at INR 6187.48 
lakh earning on investment at 
INR 2328.70 lakh and others at 
INR 176.72 lakh culminating a 
gross income receipt of INR 8692 
lakh. The bank has estimated an 
expenditure of INR 7384.90 lakh. 

It stated that the gross income 
of INR 8692 lakh after provid-
ing for total expenditure of INR 
7384.90 lakh would be netting an 

income of INR 1308 lakh  as on 
March 31, 2019.

The business (deposits+ ad-
vances) growth is estimated at 
20.70% during 2018-2019 from 
17.43% during 2017-2018. The 
balance sheet size is expected to 
grow at 16.43% during 2018-2019, 
the statement added.

A total of 31 action taken report 
and agenda were discussed.

The meeting was attended by 
Kekhwengulo Lea, NStCB vice 
chairman; A Chumremo Odyou, 
secretary cooperation; Wepe 
Ritse, registrar of cooperative 
societies; SK Dhumal, GM (OIC) 
NABARD; elected board of di-
rectors and co-opted board of 
directors. Imtilemba Longkumer, 
managing director, attended the 
meeting as member secretary 
and Lipoktoba Aier, GM (Admn & 
Vigil) as invitee. 

Dimapur, May 23 (EMN): The Nagaland 
unit of the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) has 
refuted the claim made by the Naga 
People’s Front (NPF) that the former 
had participated in an NPF election 
rally to support the opposition’s candi-
date to the Lok Sabha by-election. 

A statement from the party on Fri-
day informed that there was ‘no such 
decision taken to join the NPF’ or par-
ticipate in the rally.

“It brings to the public notice that 
Mr. Akavi Zhimomi had been moving 
around on his individual interest for 
personal benefits by meeting Dr. Liezi-
etsu (Shurhozelie; NPF’s president) and 
joined the NPF rally which was held in 
Dimapur on 24th May, 2018. 

“AAP Nagaland informs the citizens 
of the state that there is no such party 
working president in AAP as per to 

the constitution of the party and no 
existence of artificial state convener 
as claimed by Mr. Akavi Zhimomi,” it 
read. 

Also, it stated that the ‘AAP central 
body’ has no interest in the Lok Sabha 
by-election and has directed the Naga-
land unit not to participate. 

“AAP Nagaland has only one con-
vener, Dr. S Amos Longkumer, and one 
spokesperson, Dr. L Chuhwanglim, 
who were directly appointed by the AAP 
central body on 17th May, 2016 along 
with other 13 executive members and 
no further change has been made till 
today. Anyone who claims the position 
of convener and executive members of 
the party apart from the officially ap-
pointed body by the AAP central body, 
is ruining his/her own image before the 
common citizens,” it stated.

Dimapur, May 25 (EMN): 
Kezieke Welfare Board 
(KWB) and Kezieke Youth 
Organisation (KYO) have 
strongly condemned the 
brutal assault meted on a 
Naga girl by one Baharul 
Islam and his accom-
plice Mainul Haque in 
Kohima town on May 20 

night. 
K Y O  p r e s i d e n t 

Neibazotuo Sorhie and 
the information secre-
tary Neidi James Dzüv-
ichü have lauded the 
police personnel, who 
were on duty at the time 
of the incident in rescu-
ing the girl. It stated that 

case has been registered 
at Women Cell, North 
Police Station. The or-
ganisations have re-
quested the authority to 
handle the case with all 
seriousness and award 
befitting punishment to 
the culprits involved in 
the case.

Dimapur, May 25 (EMN): The 17 Chizami 
mandal of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
has resolved to uphold the pre-poll alli-
ance of NDPP and BJP in letter and spirit 
to strengthen the leadership of the chief 
minister, Neiphiu Rio, and the deputy 
chief minister, Y Patton. 

The resolution to this effect was 
taken during its meeting with the vil-
lage unit office bearers and senior party 
workers on May 24 at Sakraba town 
hall. The meeting was convened in view 
of the ensuing Lok Sabha by-election 
scheduled on May 28.

In a press release, the unit general 
secretary Khrope Tsuhah stated that the 
members have resolved to strive and 
work cohesively for the betterment of the 
constituency and the party interest un-
der the competent leadership of its state 

president Visasolie Lhoungu. Besides, the 
house also resolved to work unitedly for 
the success of PDA candidate, Tokheho 
Yepthomi, in the ensuing Lok Sabha by-
election to strengthen the PDA and NDA 
governments.

The house further reaffirmed un-
flinching support to the visionary lead-
ership of Kevechutso Doulo, former BJP 
candidate and state executive members. 

Also speaking on the occasion, its 
former candidate Kevechutso Doulo ex-
uded confidence that PDA government 
under the leadership of the chief minister, 
Neiphiu Rio, would bring all round de-
velopment in the state. He has urged the 
party men to uphold the party principle 
and work wholeheartedly for the success 
of PDA candidate Tokheho Yepthomi in 
the ensuing Lok Sabha by-election.

Dimapur, May 25 (EMN): 
Nagaland Sarva Shiksha 
Abhiyan Teachers’ As-
sociation (NSSATA) has 
announced to relax its 
second phase agitation 
with effect from May 26 
till further notice from 
the central team, while 
it also affirmed that the 
association would not 
call off its agitation until 
‘justice is delivered.’

NSSATA had initiat-
ed two phase agitations 
from May 2 demanding 
for 7th ROP in line with 
regular state employees, 
inclusion into the state 
non plan budget and to 
release the salaries of 
January 2018 till date 

with 7th ROP. The as-
sociation had launched 
its first phase agitation 
in the form of pen-down 
strike followed by second 
phase in the form of boy-
cotting classes.

The association has 
lamented the indiffer-
ent attitude of the state 
government in failing to 
address their genuine 
demands. 

In a press release, the 
association president 
Penthungo Y Yanthan 
and the general secre-
tary Vinoka Sohe have 
thanked all its members 
for their cooperation. It 
also warned all erring 
SSA teachers (2010 & 

2013 batch) who do not 
adhere to the resolution 
passed by the associa-
tion. 

While affirming not 
to call off its agitation 
until ‘justice is deliv-
ered,’ the association has 
reminded all members 
to be prepared mentally 
and physically for ini-
tiation of its third phase 
agitation.

Meanwhile, the as-
sociation has convened 
a joint meeting along 
with all the district units 
on May 30 at CANSSEA’s 
office, Kohima, at 11 am. 
All the district executives 
are requested to attend 
the meeting without fail.

When asked by a student if 
the present Nagaland political 
system would have been different 
if he were still the chief minister, 
he refused to make any com-
ment and stated that when he 
was the chief minister, he strictly 
followed the constitutional au-
thority entrusted on him by Naga 
electorates. 

Asked of the ‘secret’ behind 
his success, he said the principles 
which have helped him succeed 
and withstand many changes, 
temptations and challenges were 
his commitment to his profes-
sion, honesty and uprightness. 

The biggest for any person, he 
said is the ‘self’ and the biggest 
challenge for any person is the 
temptation for an ‘individual 
benefit’.

When queried by a student 
on why Naga people living in 
Assam, Manipur, Myanmar and 
Arunachal Pradesh were not 
included in the formation of 
Nagaland state, Jamir replied: “it 
was their fault, not ours – at that 
point of time.’

He explained that in 1960, 
the Naga representatives went 
to Delhi asking for integration of 
Nagas, and subsequently made 
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 Student leaders inspecting road construction work being carried out at the PWD road in Wokha town. EM Images

Kevisiezolie Suohu speaking 
at the post golden jubilee 
celebration cum alumni get-
together programme in Kohima 
on May 25.

EM Images

Kekhrie Yhome speaking at the public rally in Kohima. EM Images

Rights group questions DMC where toll tax goes PDA’s campaign in Kohima concludes

Shillong chapter: Angami students celebrates post jubilee

NBCC reminds about clean election 

‘Council collects approx. one crore’
Dimapur, May 25 (EMN):  The 
People for Democratic Rights 
(PDR) has questioned the Di-
mapur Municipal Council (DMC) 
as to where and how the amount 
being collected from toll tax is 
utilized. 

A press release issued by the 
PDR publicity wing on Friday 
stated that the ‘Better Dimapur’ 
project would only consume a 
meagre amount as compared 
to the toll tax collected and the 
huge developmental projects un-
dertaken during the previous of-
ficer’s tenure.

“Per month, the DMC is col-
lecting a total amount of INR 1 
crore approximately only out of 
toll tax excluding house rents, 
trade licenses and other in-
comes,” the press release stated.

The PDR questioned whether 

VIPs were hoarding it or there was 
mismanagement within the DMC. 
The PDR said it will seriously look 
into the issue.

The PDR said public of Di-
mapur have not been getting 
their due share of development 
from the DMC unlike the last 
2-4 years when developmental 
projects were at its peak at every 
nook and corner of municipal 
area.

The PDR pointed out that the 
drainage system in Dimapur is 
deplorable but there has no pre-
monsoon preparedness to tackle 
floods and clogged drainages. 

Any amount of beautification 
undertaken would be rendered 
meaningless when drainage 
and sewage flows onto roads, it 
added. The PDR recommended 
immediate need to take preven-

tive and corrective measures to 
see that the city drainage system 
does not come back to haunt 
the public with displacement of 
homes.

Criticising that the DMC un-
der current dispensation appears 
to be lack in vision and ability to 
handle the needs of the city, the 
PDR said ‘mindless and reck-
less developmental works just to 
show activity can result in a fu-
ture catastrophe for the citizens.’

A press release also men-
tioned that the Naga Council Di-
mapur (NCD) has expressed sat-
isfaction on the “commendable 
development works” undertaken 
by the DMC through the fund de-
rived from toll tax collection. 

The NCD along with various 
organisations appealed the gov-
ernment for abolishing lessee 

system so that toll tax collection 
was done directly by the DMC 
and to make the new system per-
manent.

Stating that public had wit-
nessed developmental activi-
ties like construction of roads, 
bridges, drainages, box culverts 
among others in the past year, 
the NCD said DMC is still collect-
ing toll tax on its own but many 
such developmental activities re-
main to be undertaken in many 
parts of Municipal jurisdiction.

Since last year, the council 
stated that developmental activi-
ties have almost come to stand-
still except the “Better Dimapur” 
project which is minimal and a 
stark contrast to the wide appre-
ciation given to DMC by numer-
ous colonies and wards being 
published in local dailies.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, May 25 (EMN): 
The Nationalist Demo-
cratic Progressive Party 
(NDPP) led People’s Dem-
ocratic Alliance (PDA) 
concluded its Lok Sabha 
by-election campaign for 
its candidate Tokheho 
Yepthomi in Kohima re-
gion by holding a public 
rally at High School Junc-
tion on Friday evening.

Speaking at the rally, 
Yepthomi’s chief agent, 
Prasielie Pienyü expressed 
sadness that the rival the 
Naga People’s Front (NPF) 
has taken its election 
campaign based on reli-
gious slur and violated the 
Election Commission of 
India’s codes. He, howev-
er, has an answer to why 
the NPF was propagating 
such thoughts: Because 
the NPF does not have 
any program or agenda 
for the public that it could 
talk about. 

Pienyü brushed aside 
the NPF leaders’ claims 
that NPF is the only re-
gional party, stating the 
‘cock party’ was trying to 
forget that they have been 
aligned with national par-
ties in a coalition govern-
ment for the last 15 years 
in the form of Democratic 
Alliance of Nagaland 
(DAN). In due course, 
they (NPF) lost their re-
gional touch that is why 
their symbol, which used 
to be ‘local cock’ has now 
become a ‘broiler’, he 
taunted.

He also said that dur-
ing the last four years, the 
state was plunged under 
crisis after crisis, corrup-
tion, lies and hatred with 
an unstable government 
without any develop-
ment. All this happened 
due to lack of leadership 
and wrong direction, he 
pointed out, and asked 
the public to seriously 
ponder if they really want-
ed to bring back such 
leaders back to power.

President BJP Kohima 
district Khrielie Usou, in 
his address, expressed 
dismay that the NPF has 
taken on attacking the 
BJP in their campaigning 
rallies across the state. 
He said the NPF and BJP 

were part of a coalition 
government for the last 15 
years under the banner of 
DAN and those who were 
alleging the BJP of being 
a Hindu party were the 
ones who led the three 
subsequent DAN govern-
ment tenures. He said 
when they were in alli-
ance, they (NPF) did not 
see any bad thing about 
the BJP and sought help 
from other parties includ-
ing BJP but when the lat-
ter decided to go for seat 
sharing alliance with the 
NDPP, they are jealous. 

Usou reminded that it 
was not even half a year 
that the BJP left the NPF 
to forge an alliance with 
the NDPP but the latter 
has gone all out to attack 
the party across the state. 
He said the BJP used to 
consider them (NPF lead-
ers) as tall leaders but was 
dismayed on the words 
that they were using to 
speak about others on 
communal tones. He as-
serted that religion and 
politics were two totally 
different things. 

He also alleged NPF 
leaders of doublespeak as 
they were all out against 
the BJP in Nagaland but 
their members were part 
of the BJP-led coalition 
government in neigh-
bouring Manipur.

The BJP leader also re-
sponded to the allegation 
made by NPF that the by-
election was necessitated 
due to Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio. He agreed 
that it was necessitated 
because Rio resigned 
from the parliament, but 
he resigned because his 
successors failed to keep 
a stable government, or 
bring about development 
in the state. Rio was called 
back by popular demand, 
Usou said, and the people 
who were barking now 
were the ones who could 
not deliver when they 
were in power. 

NDPP’s assembly 
election candidate Dr. 
Kekhrie Yhome said the 
NDPP and BJP had won 
the assembly election 
with the slogan ‘change is 
coming’ and he believed 
that change will gradu-

ally come. He asked the 
public to check what dif-
ference has come in 6 
months’ time. 

Vouching for the PDA 
candidate Yepthomi as 
one who is capable of rep-
resenting the Naga people 
and the state in Delhi, he 
said Yepthomi as a sea-
soned public figure knows 
and understands the 
public and the difficulties 
faced by them. “If we are 
to compare between Yep-
thomi and NPF candidate 
C Apok Jamir, the scales 
dip for the former,” he 
stated. While stating that 
he was not condemning 
others, he held Jamir as 
someone who has been 
raised by being fed with a 
‘gold’ spoon, and one who 
would not know the diffi-
culties faced by the com-
mon people. 

Yhome also called 
upon the people to give 
keen interest in politics, 
which he observed was 
the only channel to bring 
changes in the society. 
“Give interest in politics 
and tell the government 
where its failing/what it 
should do. Public griev-
ances cells are to be set 
up soon, you can put for-
ward your suggestions on 
where improvements/
development are needed. 
Government is ready to 
entertain them,” he stat-
ed.

He also termed the 
NPF’s campaign on reli-
gious lines as ridiculous 
talks and stated that the 
‘cock’ appears to be going 
mad. He went to prove 
his point by saying that 
the NDPP was in alliance 
with the BJP and the BJP 
was a major partner in the 
PDA, but they were not 
wearing ‘dhoti’ or don-
ning ‘tikka’. He ridiculed 
the opposition saying the 
NPF has become ‘Naga 
Pagla Front’. 

On a more serious 
note, the academician 
turned politician ap-
pealed everyone to ex-
ercise their franchise by 
going out to cast their 
precious votes on May 
28 and choose a leader 
whom they think can best 
represent them.

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, May 25 (EMN): 
The Angami Students’ 
Union Shillong (ASUS) on 
May 25 celebrated its post 
golden jubilee celebration 
cum alumni get-together 
programme at Capital 
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Dimapur, May 25 (EMN):  
With the Lok Sabha by 
election around the cor-
ner, the Nagaland Baptist 
Church Council (NBCC) 
has reminded the people 
of Nagaland about the 
Clean Election campaign. 

The council said the 
campaign is not meant 
just for one particular 
aspect of election in the 
state but involves every 
aspect of the election sys-
tem that was alien to the 
mode of electing people 
to leadership position. 

Election is the civilized 
mode of putting up com-
mitted and able people 
who independently are 
moved to serve the people 
without influence. Elec-
tion is not a show of power 
or wealth but a fair means 
of electing one who has 
the will, the ability and the 
call to serve the people, 
the press release stated.  

To be in public office, 
the NBCC said, one needs 
to possess a definite call-
ing induced by the burden 
to serve and sacrifice and 
not for self gain. 

We are going through 
a difficult time to define 
ourselves, our identity 
and our allegiance. 

Stating that Nagas 
are lagging behind in all 
spheres of life be it devel-
opment or resources, the 
council said it is time that 
Nagas take responsibility.

Talking about the fail-
ures, the council stated 

that ‘if we are willing to 
change we must leave 
aside politics and coun-
ter attack adding that no 
good will come out if ‘we 
continue to dig the past 
and fail to look forward to 
the future.’ It is high time 
for all to say “enough is 
enough” and take the re-
sponsibility in the public 
and private arenas seri-
ously, the NBCC said.

“Maybe, we don’t take 
the by-election as serious-
ly as we do with the state 
general election but how 
we deal with any election-
eering system will reflect 
who we are,” it stated. 

As the Clean Election 
campaign states, vote 
with your God given con-
science and without influ-
ence. The church has no 
control over your vote and 
it will not define for you 
to whom and for which 
party you should vote. 
Your vote is precious and 
it is God’s given birthright. 
The church can only tell 
you that your single vote 
is powerful,” the press re-
lease stated. 

Further, the council 
called upon all to prayer-
fully exercise one’s fran-
chise to bring change in a 
society that needs much 
mending. 

Choosing the right 
candidate to represent 
us is important as much 
as we think of the mess 
within our own confine, it 
added.

Lotha students laud road maintenance project
Our Correspondent

Wokha, May 25 (EMN): The Lotha Students’ 
Union (LSU) and Wokha Circle Students’ 
Union (WCSU) on May 25 has lauded the 
People’s Democratic Alliance (PDA) gov-
ernment for the road maintenance project 
of district headquarters in Nagaland.

The unions on May 25 inspected the 
ongoing PWD road constructions in Wok-
ha town and lauded the quality work-being 
carried out by the department. 

The union also appreciated the PED 
Minister Tongpang Ozukum, PWD depart-
ment, Engineer of Road & Bridges Wokha 
Mhathung Kikon for their concern.

During an interacting, engineer Kikon 
assured to deliver quality road to the citi-
zens.

The LSU President Lipemo M Tsopoe 
and WCSU President Limathung Ezung 
while appreciating the works and support 
from the citizens, urged to the people to 
extend cooperation for the on-going work.  

Convention Centre, Ko-
hima on May 25. 

Earlier, ASUS has cel-
ebrated its golden jubi-
lee on April 14 at U Soso 
Tham auditorium in Shil-
long under the theme 
‘Rise and Lead’.

Walking down the 
memory lane by remi-
niscing his life as a stu-
dent during the late 60s, 
the first president of ASUS 
in 1968, Kevisiezolie Suo-
hu observed that things 
have changed tremen-
dously as the world have 
become very challenging.

With the change of 
time, he noted that ‘our 
good old values’ are being 
put to test in varied ways. 
He urged the students to 
introspect oneself and ask 
‘where do I stand today?’ 

Reposing high hopes 
on the present generation 
to build a secure future for 
the Nagas, Suohu advised 

the Angami students to 
always stand for the truth, 
a trait which the Angamis 
are the proud inheritors. 
He also released the jubi-
lee souvenir magazine. 

Thepfulhouvi Solo, an 
alumni (1957-59) reiterat-
ed that the ‘ethical moral 
values’ is what makes the 
Angamis different from all 
other tribes. Therefore, he 
also urged upon the stu-
dents to keep this value 
alive wherever they go 
and in whatever they do.

Former ASUS gen-
eral secretary, Thejao Vi-
hienuo who studied in 
Shillong from 1972-78, 
quoting the then DC Scott 
insisted the students to 
always remain busy no 
matter what they become 
in life or what profession 
they are in, lest a time will 
come when society may 
no longer needs them.

Lhouvirielie Üsou, 

convenor organising 
committee in his greet-
ings said since its estab-
lishment in 1968, ASUS 
has come a long way to 
become one of the lead-
ing student’s bodies in 
shilling with its theme 
‘Rise and Lead.’

Taking pride in the 
fact that ASUS has al-
ways been a trend setter 
and done things through 
example and the things 
it has achieved during 
the past 50 years, Üsou 
maintained that jubilee 
celebration has been an 
opportunity to reflect 
upon the history of the 
union and the important 
contributions it has made 
to the personal, academic 
development and unity 
that has brought over 
thousands of students, 
past and present, 

As the union mark its 
50 years of success, Üsou 

told the gathering that 
it has every reason to be 
proud of its past and be 
excited about its future, 
and was optimistic that 
ASUS will continue its 
vocation of preparing stu-
dents to engage success-
fully with the world for 
many years to come.

Acknowledging the 
pioneers, he expressed 
delight that Shillong has 
produced many edu-
cationists, bureaucrats, 
businessmen, public 
leaders and politicians 
etc who have become re-
markable citizens in the 
state today.

A visual presentation 
with the theme ‘Lest we 
forget’, a collection of old 
photographs of its activi-
ties from the last 50 years 
was showcased and also 
glimpses of its golden ju-
bilee celebration 2018 at 
Shillong.
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Agartala, May 25 (IANS): Un-
democratic actions by the BJP-
led alliance government in 
Tripura, like bulldozing of over 
100 opposition party offices and 
attacks on opposition leaders 
and supporters, are creating an-
archy in the state, former Chief 
Minister Manik Sarkar said here 
on Friday.

“There is a huge crisis of food 
and jobs in Tripura specially in 
the hilly and interior areas. With-
out dealing with the basic crisis, 
the BJP government is bulldoz-
ing opposition party offices.

“The BJP and IPFT cadres 
are attacking opposition party 
members and workers daily 
while the government and police 
authority remain completely in-
active,” the Communist Party of 
India-Marxist (CPI-M) politburo 

member said.
“Within two weeks of as-

suming office, the government 
stopped 33 social pensions in-
troduced by the previous Left 
Front government that ben-
efited over 4.50 lakh poor.”

Sarkar, CPI-M central com-
mittee member Bijan Dhar and 
other Left leaders addressed 
a three-hour sit-in, a first of 
its kind agitation programme 
after the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP)-Indigenous People’s 
Front of Tripura (IPFT) gov-
ernment assumed office on 
March 9.

The former Chief Minister 
urged the government to es-
tablish normalcy and resolve 
the basic problems of the peo-
ple who, according to the Left 
leader, are now fear-stricken and 

panicky.
“Rule of law has been mo-

tivatedly kept in abeyance al-
lowing the ruling party goons to 
attack opposition party mem-
bers and workers. The BJP is 
keen to establish a one party 
rule in Tripura. No democracy 
in Tripura now. Democracy has 
been totally bulldozed.”

CPI-M state Secretary and 
Left Front convener Bijan Dhar 
said since the February 18 As-
sembly poll results were an-
nounced on March 3, the BJP 
and IPFT workers attacked, 
looted and burnt down around 
3,000 houses and 400 shops 
owned by CPI-M supporters and 
members.

Also, around 250 vehicles 
and over 55 rubber gardens of 
CPI-M supporters and members 

were either destroyed or burnt 
down while the party’s mouth-
piece “Daily Desher Katha” is not 
allowed to circulate in different 
parts of the state.

“Around 100 opposition par-
ty offices including 62 of CPI-M’s 
and its trade unions have been 
bulldozed in Tripura since May 
7. BJP workers forcibly occupied 
over 200 offices of various Left 
frontal organisations,” Dhar told 
the gathering.

He said the CPI-M lodged 
cases but overuling the sub-
judice issues, the BJP govern-
ment destroyed these old party 
offices.

Addressing the media sepa-
rately, Congress leader Tapas 
Dey said more than 25 of their 
party offices including trade 
union offices, some of them 60 

to 70 years old, have been de-
molished though the party has 
valid official documents of these 
offices.

“We would go to court 
against it. Totally undemocratic 
governance...,” Dey said.

Officials said the district ad-
ministrations demolished the 
party offices built on govern-
ment land.

Meanwhile, on Friday six 
CPI-M leaders were injured 
when “BJP activists” attacked a 
party procession in Belonia. 

“When we are going to meet 
the Sub-Divisional Magistrate to 
demand for food and rural jobs, 
BJP goons attacked us, injuring 
six party leaders,” CPI-M Belonia 
Divisional Secretary Tapas Datta 
said, adding that police was a 
spectator during the attack. New Delhi, May 25 (PTI): 

BJP leaders Ganeshi Lal 
and Kummanam Rajas-
ekharan were today ap-
pointed as Governors 
of Odisha and Mizoram 
respectively.

According to a Rash-
trapati Bhavan commu-
nique, Prof. Ganeshi Lal 
will take over as the new 
governor of Odisha, a 
post which had fallen 
vacant in March this year 
after veteran Naga leader 
S C Jamir completed his 
tenure.

Bihar Governor Satya 
Pal Malik had been given 
additional charge of Odi-
sha.

Lal is a former Harya-
na BJP chief.

“The President of In-
dia has been pleased to 

appoint Prof. Ganeshi Lal 
to be the Governor of Od-
isha with effect from the 
date he assumes charge 
of his office,” the com-
munique said.

In his second order, 
the President appointed 
Kerala BJP chief Kum-
manam Rajasekharan 
as the Governor of Mi-
zoram.

He will be replacing 
Lt. General (Retd.) Nirb-
hay Sharma, who is com-
pleting his tenure on May 
28, 2018.

Sixty-five-year-old 
Rajasekharan had given 
up his government job to 
became ‘pracharak’ of the 
Rashtriya Swayamsewak 
Sangh. He was appointed 
as the state BJP chief in 
2015.

Itanagar, May 25 (PTI): The 
Centre has allowed the Aru-
nachal Pradesh government 
to start the next academic 
session at the Tomo Riba 
Institute of Health and Medi-
cal Sciences (TRIHMS) at 
Naharlagun with an intake of 
50 MBBS students, paving the 
way for the state’s first medi-
cal college.

The Union Ministry of 
Health and Family Welfare 
has issued a Letter of Permis-
sion to the state government 
in this regard, Chief Minister 

Pema Khandu said.
This is another milestone 

achieved this year. I congratu-
late the state department 
of Health and Family Wel-
fare, authorities of TRIHMS, 
newly-recruited faculty mem-
bers, employees and would-
be MBBS students on this 
achievement, Khandu said 
after receiving a copy of the 
letter.

The letter is the formal 
permission granted for es-
tablishment of a new medi-
cal college at Naharlagun. 

The permission has been ac-
corded initially for a period of 
one year and will be renewed 
on yearly basis subject to 
verification of achievement of 
annual targets as stated by the 
state government, an official 
release said.

The process of renewal of 
permission will continue till 
such time the infrastructure 
and expansion of hospital 
facilities are completed as 
norms of the Medical Coun-
cil of India and the college is 
recognized, it said.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, May 25 (EMN): 
Chief Minister N Biren 
Singh expressed his desire 
to change the working style 
of the government offi-
cials in order bring positive 
changes towards the welfare 
of the people.

Chief minister Biren 
Singh was addressing a re-
view meeting of ‘Go to Vil-
lage’ mission held at Darbar 
Hall of Chief Minister’s Sec-
retariat in Imphal on May 
25 Friday.

BIren Singh said that the 
government officials might 
be facing difficulties and 
inconveniences under ‘Go 
to Village’ mission, how-
ever he said, ‘we must think 
such situation as a part of 
professional hazard.’ He 
mentioned that people have 
started appreciating and are 
in support of the mission 
and that the government is 
getting positive and good 
feedbacks from the people.

Till Now, according to 
Biren around 227 ‘Go to 
Village’ camps have been 

covered under mission. 
Around 2.9 lakh complaints 
have been enrolled, out of 
which services were deliv-
ered to around 1.73 lakh and 
around 1.26 lakh are under 
process, he asserted. 

During the day’s meet-
ing, he expressed the need 
to chalk out plans so that the 
mission can be sustained 

as a long term policy of the 
Government. 

Mentioning that a col-
lective effort is needed for 
the success of the mission, 
the chief minister said that 
the chief secretary would 
convened a ‘review meeting’ 
with all nodal officers and 
administrative secretaries 
regarding the way forward 

of the ‘Go to Village’ mission 
within these 2-3 days. Re-
cently, the state cabinet had 
decided to provide some 
allowance to the govern-
ment employees who are 
executing their work in far 
flung areas of the State un-
der ‘Go to Village’ mission, 
he continued.

On the occasion, chief 

minister also launched the 
website and dashboard of 
‘Go to Village’ mission. The 
website www.gotovillage.in 
is powered by Department 
of information technology, 
government of Manipur in 
association with X-treme 
Wave besides launching a 
booklet on ‘Go to Village’ 
mission.
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N Biren Singh accompanied by cabinet ministers and officials releasing the booklet on “Go to Village” mission in Imphal on Friday.  

PTI

File pictures of Haryana BJP leader Prof Ganeshi Lal (left) and IGNOU VC 
VN Rajasekharan Pillai who have been appointed governors of Odisha 
and Mizoram, in the order on Friday. 

Mirror Crossword 1829sud0ku 1669
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1828

ACROSS
1. Betel palm
6. Precipitation
10. Iraqi missile
14. Element with the symbol “B”
15. To (archaic)
16. “Born Free” lioness
17. Void or empty
18. Places
19. At the back
20. Reiterates
22. Process of allocating resources
24. Great Lake
25. Selected
26. Actress Nicole ______
29. ____ d’etat
30. Long period of time
31. Frighteningly
37. Former LA Dodger pitcher 

Carlos _____
39. Anger
40. Name from the Greek word 

meaning “Of Delos”
41. Starring
44. Contented sound
45. Prince of Midian
46. Wicker
48. Formally honored
52. Native of northern Japan
53. Radical derived from propane 

(chemistry)
54. A founder of the Theatre Guild, 

designer Lee ________
58. Debauched person
59. Angle between a stem and 

leafstalk
61. _____ Princess of Wales
62. Association (abbrev.)
63. Less than ten
64. God of the east wind (Greek 

mythology)
65. Started (slang)
66. Ceased to exist
67. Strike forcefully 

DOWN
1. Shortened
2. Part portrayed
3. Historical periods
4. Despised
5. City in Turkey
6. Currency
7. Bowel opening
8. International Telephone and 

Telegraph
9. A quack remedy
10. Fine line on typefaces
11. Athletic shoe spike
12. Customary practice 13. 

Challenged
21. “Gilligan’s Island” actress 

____ Louise
23. Speedy
25. Actress Mamie van _____
26. 11th letter of the Hebrew 

alphabet
27. Electrical engineers group
28. Name from the Greek word 

meaning “Gift”
29. Native of the Lesser Antilles
32. Covered the inner surface
33. A radioactive element
34. Oversupply
35. Italian currency

36. Wool, or story
38. Polish currency 42. 

“Emerald Isle”
43. Sinister or unnerving
47. Positively charged electrodes
48. Small marine fish
49. Got up
50. Bloodsucking insect
51. Tip over
52. Was unwell
54. Trigonometric function
55. Actress ____ Gilbert
56. Burden
57. US humorist Ogden ____
60. Roman numeral for 12

solutions to suD0ku 1668

BJP government creating anarchy 
in Tripura, says Manik sarkar

BJP leaders appointed 
governors for 
Mizoram and Odisha

Last hurdle cleared for first med. 
college in Arunachal Pradesh

Manipur CM expresses desire to change 
working structure of govt. officials 

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, May 25 (EMN): 
The result of High School 
L e a v i n g  C e r t i f i c a t e 
(HSLC) examination 2018 
conducted by the Sec-
ondary Education Board 
of Assam (SEBA) was de-
clared in Assam on May 
25 Friday.

This year the Karbi An-
glong district recorded an 
increased pass percentage 
of 42.67 compared to pre-
vious year which was 31.72 
percent. But despite the 
increase, Karbi Anglong 
ranked the third lowest 
from the bottom chart of 
the 27 districts. 

The total students ap-
pearing for the exam from 
Karbi Anglong was 13,941 
out of which 5,949 passed. 
1164 students scored 1st 
division, 2,669 students 
scored second division 
and 2,116 in third divi-
sion.

The highest pass per-
centage is Karbi Anglong 
was 79.76 percent scored 
by Dhimaji.

CEM, Karbi Anglong 
Autonomous Council 
(KAAC), Tuliram Rong-
hang while congratulating 
the successful students, 
said that it was an out-
come of the effort of KAAC 
that the district received a 
better result compared to 
previous year.  

The overall number of 
students applied for the 
examination in Assam 
was 3,44,215 and total ap-
peared was 3,37,570 out of 
which 1,89,191 students 
passed. The pass percent-
age was 56.04.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, May 25 (EMN): Around 73.18 % stu-
dents - the highest in the last five years - cleared 
the Board of Secondary Education Manipur’s 
(BOSEM) High school leaving certificate (HSLC) 
examinations 2018.

The  result was declared on May 25 Friday. 
The last highest pass percentage was recorded in 
2013 (72.27 %).

Last year, the pass percentage was 66.07 
against 65.37 in 2016. Nearly 27,126 out of 37,351 
students who wrote the exams passed. Of these 
11,550 scored first division, 14,558 the second 
and 1018 in the third.

The pass percentage of students from private 
schools were 80.84, that of aided school was 62.01 
and in the government-run schools 50.59 % man-
aged to clear the exams.

Girl student secured the top position in the 
HSLC exam while 36 other girls students were 
among the 68 top 25 position holders in this 
year’s exam.

Yaiphabi Mayengbam of Little Flower School 
Imphal secured the first position and Surjakanta 
Irengbam of Ch Thambou high school Mayang 
Imphal and Patel Lairenjam of Little Flower 
School Imphal jointly bagged the second posi-
tion.

B Balkrishna of Padma Ratna English School 
Kakching and Angela Athokpam of Little Flower 
School Imphal were declared as the joint third 
toppers. Both secured 570 marks each.

Yaiphabi, the daughter of Mayengbam 
Monokanta from Sagolband Tera Lukram Leirak 
in Imphal west district, secured 573 marks out 
of 600. Surjakanta, the son of Metrik of Mayang 
Imphal in Imphal West district and Patel, the 
daughter Sharatchandra of Utlou Mamang Leikai 
in Bishnupur district, scored 572 marks each. 

State education minister Th Radheshyam 
Singh announced the much-awaited result in 
the presence of Chairman Akham Joykumar 
Singh led BOSEM officials in a press conference 
in Imphal.

Speaking on the occasion, Radheshyam said 
that the reason for increase in the pass percent-
age of the students since 2013 is because of co-
operation and support from the general public 
and guardians.

“Now we need to focus for better results in the 
coming years,” said Radheshyam. 

HSLC results declared 
in Assam and Manipur 
42.67 % 
clear in KA   

73.18% students clear 
the exam in Manipur 
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Govt notifies 
8.55% interest on 
PF for 2017-18, 
lowest in 5 years

Airtel offers Nokia phones 
at down payments from 
INR 3,799

New Delhi, May 25 (IANS): Bharti Airtel on Friday 
announced that Nokia 8 Sirocco, Nokia 7 Plus, and 
Nokia 6.1 smartphones are available on its online 
store with down payments starting from Rs 3,799.

These phones can be purchased from Airtel’s e-
store with instant financing approvals and equated 
monthly installments (EMIs) starting at Rs 1,499, 
Airtel said in a statement. “We are pleased to in-
troduce Nokia’s smartphone range on our digital 
platform and add to the range of smartphones 
available to customers,” said Vani Venkatesh, Chief 
Marketing Officer, Bharti Airtel. Additionally, the 
EMIs are coupled with postpaid plans that come 
with data packs, calling benefits and content serv-
ices for customers, Airtel added.

Launched in October 2017, Airtel’s online store 
offers smartphones from brands including Apple, 
Samsung and others at affordable down payments, 
instant credit verification and financing bundled 
with monthly plans.  This is a part of Airtel’s dig-
ital innovation programme “Project Next” aimed at 
improving customer experiences. The systems are 
also embedded with an option for built in DVD/
CD player and HDMI output.

Equity indices rise as oil prices fall
Mumbai, May 25 (IANS): A fall in global crude oil 
prices and value buying lifted the key Indian equity 
indices on Friday.

As per the exchanges’ data, robust buying sup-
port was seen in oil and gas, auto and banking 
stocks.  However, geopolitical uncertainties af-
ter US President Donald Trump pulled out of the 
planned talks with North Korea’s leader Kim Jong-
un capped gains. At 3.30 p.m., the wider Nifty50 
of the National Stock Exchange (NSE) provision-
ally closed at 10,605.15 points, up 91.30 points or 
0.87 per cent from the previous close of 10,513.85 
points. Similarly, the barometer 30-scrip Sensitive 
Index (Sensex) of the BSE, which had opened at 
34,753.47 points, closed at 34,924.87 points (3.30 
p.m.) -- up 261.76 points or 0.76 per cent -- from its 
previous session’s close of 34,663.11 points.

The Sensex touched a high of 35,017.93 and a 
low of 34,700.52 points. The BSE market breadth 
was bullish with 1,635 advances and 1,001 de-
clines. The major gainers on the BSE were ONGC, 
Tata Steel, Yes Bank, IndusInd Bank and Adani 
Ports while Coal India, ITC, State Bank of India 
(SBI), Tata Consultancy Services (TCS), and ICICI 
Bank were the major losers.

India’s e-commerce retail 
logistics industry to grow 36% 
in 5 years

New Delhi, May 25 (IANS): The Indian e-com-
merce retail logistics industry would grow 36 per 
cent in the next five years, a report said here on 
Friday.

“The e-commerce retail logistics market is val-
ued at $35 billion in 2018, and is projected to wit-
ness a growth of 36 per cent in the coming five 
years,” said a joint report by KPMG and CII.

The sector is serviced by traditional logistics 
service providers, e-commerce retail focused lo-
gistics service providers and captive logistics arms.

“It is largely a captive market (49 per cent 
share), however, a sizeable share is still dominated 
by new age players catering especially to e-com-
merce retail,” the report said.

The study further revealed that return ship-
ments constitute 18-20 per cent of total shipments 
in the e-commerce indutry.

“However, with stricter return policies and im-
provement in processes, returns are expected to 
reduce to 10-12 per cent by 2020.”Notably, 94 per 
cent respondents chose Google Docs while 78 per 
cent chose Dropbox as their preferred productivity 
apps.

NEWS IN BRIEF

An inside view of terminal1-IGI airport metro station of the Delhi Metro’s Magenta Line connecting 
Kalkaji Mandir in south Delhi to Janakpuri West, in New Delhi, on Thursday. The 25.6 kilometre long 
Janakpuri West’s Kalkaji Mandir Metro corridor will be formally flagged off on May 28, 2018.

The magenta connection

Rupee logs best single day gain this 
year, surges 56 paise to 67.78 a dollara

IndiGo to hire 
trainee pilots for 
A320s from IGRUA

Toyota, Suzuki to discuss 
joint vehicle production

New Delhi, May 25 
(IANS): Automobile ma-
jors Toyota and Suzuki on 
Friday said they would 
commence discussion on 
possible joint vehicle pro-
duction.

According to a joint 
statement, the automo-
bile giants “agreed to 
start discussing new joint 
projects in the fields of 
technological develop-
ment, vehicle produc-
tion, and market develop-
ment”. 

“After having con-
cluded a memorandum 
of understanding toward 
business partnership on 
February 6, 2017, Toyota 
and Suzuki have been 
pursuing concrete forms 
of cooperation and have 
announced the mutual 
supply of vehicles for the 
Indian market and other 
joint efforts,” the state-
ment said.

“Meanwhile, the two 
companies have also 
been broadening the 

scope of their partnership 
considerations to include 
joint efforts related to 
production and market 
development.”

As per the statement, 
Toyota Motor Corpora-
tion and Suzuki Motor 
Corporation will discuss 
“Denso Corporation and 
Toyota to provide Su-
zuki with technological 
support for a compact, 
ultrahigh-efficiency pow-
ertrain to be developed 
by Suzuki” among other 

topics.
Commenting on the 

development Toyota Pres-
ident Akio Toyoda was 
quoted in the statement 
as saying: “Suzuki was 
the first (among Japanese 
companies) to enter In-
dia, and, together with the 
people of India, has been 
a presence for pulling for-
ward India’s automotive 
society.”

“As members of In-
dian society, Toyota, along 
with Suzuki, will do its 
best to enhance freedom 
and fun in a future society 
of mobility and to make 
‘Make in India’ vehicles 
cherished in Africa and 
in many other countries 
around the world.”

Suzuki Chairman Os-
amu Suzuki was quoted 
as saying: “Now, we will 
receive support for the 
development of a com-
pact, ultrahigh-efficiency 
power-train that is vital to 
Suzuki, and we will focus 
our utmost efforts on de-
velopment.”

“It is my hope that the 
new joint projects will 
contribute to the future 
success of both compa-
nies, not only in India, but 
also in the global market.”

New Delhi, May 25 
(PTI): Retirement fund 
body has asked its field 
offices to credit 8.55 
per cent rate of inter-
est for 2017-18, the 
lowest rate since 2012-
13 fiscal, into the PF 
accounts of around 5 
crore subscribers.

The Labour Minis-
try has conveyed ap-
proval of the central 
government to credit 
8.55 per cent rate of 
interest for 2017-18 
into PF accounts of 
members, according to 
an order issued by the 
EPFO to its more than 
120 field offices. 

The finance min-
istry had ratified 8.55 
per cent rate of inter-
est on EPF for the last 
fiscal. But it could not 
be implemented be-
cause of model code of 
conduct for Karnataka 
elections.  The labour 
ministry had sought 
Election Commission’s 
approval to notify rate 
of interest for crediting 
the same into mem-
bers’ accounts by the 
EPFO in view of model 
code of conduct for 
Karnataka elections.

Over the past cou-
ple of weeks, the rupee 
has been depreciating 
sharply against the US 
dollar. The big driving 
part of the rupee’s under-
performance was largely 
due to a sudden spike 
in global crude prices 
and country’s worsening 
trade deficit against the 
backdrop of a potentially 
more hawkish Federal 
Reserve amid escalating 
global trade war ten-
sions. A mix of domestic 
and external factors too 
made the fundamentals 
unfavourable for the ru-
pee.

The rupee has been 
the worst performing 
Asian currency this year 
after strengthening over 
6 per cent in 2017.

At the Interbank 
Foreign Exchange (fo-
rex) market, the rupee 
opened higher at 68.28 
from Thursday’s close of 
68.34 on sustained sell-
ing of the greenback by 
exporters and banks.

The home currency 
kept ascending to hit an 
intra-day high of 67.70 
in mid-afternoon deals 
before ending at 67.78, 
revealing a smart rise of 
56 paise, or 0.82 per cent.

This is the second 
straight rise for the lo-
cal unit. The RBI, mean-
while, fixed the refer-
ence rate for the dollar at 
68.2600 and for the euro 
at 79.8847.

New Delhi, May 25 (PTI): 
In a first for the govern-
ment-run flying training 
academy IGRUA in Uttar 
Pradesh’s Amethi district, 
private budget carrier 
IndiGo will recruit pilots 
for its fleet of Airbus 320 
planes.

Traditionally, trained 
pilots from the Indira 
Gandhi Rashtriya Uran 
Akademi (IGRUA), an au-
tonomous body under 
the Civil Aviation Ministry 
established in 1985, get 
jobs at the state-run Air 
India or its subsidiaries.

Officials at the flying 
training academy as well 
as the airline have con-
firmed the development.

“With this campus 
selection, we complete 
the first phase of induct-
ing these candidates who 
will subsequently be as-
sessed based on an exten-
sive evaluation process, 
which includes psycho-
metric tests, group dis-
cussions and one-on-one 
interviews, respectively,” 
IndiGo told PTI in a state-
ment.

“Selected candidates 
will then proceed for type-
rating training for Airbus 
A320 aircraft and will be 
inducted as Junior First 
Officers (JFOs) at IndiGo 
after completing their 
type-rating (a regulating 
agency’s certification of 
an airplane pilot to fly a 
certain aircraft type),” the 
airline said.

IGRUA Director Air 
Vice Marshal Nalin Tan-
don said the country’s 
biggest private airline 
coming to the institute for 
hiring is a good sign.

“It’s a very good start-
ing for us. The standing 
of any (educational) in-

stitute is known by the 
placement it secures for 
its students,” said Tandon, 
who took over the reigns 
of the premier academy 
last month.

Tandon, also the Vice 
Chancellor of the Rajiv 
Gandhi National Aviation 
University, said a total of 
75 candidates appeared 
for the initial phase of 
the recruitment held on 
its campus at Fursatganj, 
Amethi yesterday.

IGRUA is the only cen-
tral government-funded 
flying training academy 
in the country. Currently 
around 200 students are 
under-training at the in-
stitute for commercial pi-
lot’s licence (CPL). 

“The aviation indus-
try in India is growing at 
a fast rate and it is im-
portant that we train stu-
dents for the emerging 
situations,” he said, add-
ing that the institute has a 
track record of “producing 
pilots on par with interna-
tional standards” over the 
past three decades.

Capt Ashim Mittra, 
Senior Vice President, 
Flight Operations, IndiGo 
said India is a “highly un-
derpenetrated” aviation 
market in the world.

“And since we have 
one of the youngest and 
highly productive popula-
tion in the world, it is im-
portant that we provide 
the right platform and 
opportunities to tap the 
potential of our home-
grown talent,” he said.

IndiGo’s arrival at 
IGRUA breaks a dry spell 
of nearly three years for 
the state-run institute, 
which last had a major re-
cruitment drive from Air 
India Express in 2015.

Mumbai, May 25 (PTI): 
The Indian rupee today 
clocked its biggest sin-
gle-session rally, surging 
by a whopping 56 paise 
to close at 67.78 against 
the US dollar amid a 
rise in local equities and 
cooling global crude oil 
prices.

This is the best sin-
gle-day rise for the home 
currency since March 14, 
2017. The rupee today 
touched a high of 67.70 
in the intra-day trade.

It had closed at 68.34 
a dollar yesterday after 
bouncing back from an 
18-month low.

“Amidst a strength 
in local equities, rupee 
continued to recoup the 
week’s losses, with solid 
gains today. Upcoming 
GDP data and expecta-
tions of good monsoon 
will seek to cool infla-
tionary fears. Currency 
contracts’ expiry next 
week also meant that 
longs were wound down, 
adding to the pull back 
in the USD/INR futures,” 

Anand James, Chief Mar-
ket Strategist at Geojit 
Financial Services, said.

Forex market wit-
nessed a sudden revival 
in sentiment towards the 
mid-session following 
a sharp pullback in glo-
bal crude prices, threat-
ening to upset India’s 
macroeconomic balance 
this fiscal and derail the 
worlds fastest-growing 
large economy.

Global crude prices 
fell sharply by over 2 
per cent, despite multi-
ple production outage 
fears in major producing 
countries, either real or 
prospective, including 
Venezuela, Libya and 
Iran.

Brent crude futures, 
an international bench-
mark, is trading lower 
at USD 77.06 a barrel in 
early Asian trade.

Hardening concerns 
over fiscal deficit and 
current account deficit 
amid rising global crude 
oil prices have been 
weighing on the rupee.

PTI
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DAILY

PATH
As a child, when I felt lonely, rejected, or sorry for myself, my mother would sometimes attempt 

to cheer me up by singing a popular ditty: “Nobody likes me, everybody hates me. I think I’ll 
go eat worms.” After a smile came from my downcast face, she’d help me see the many spe-

cial relationships and reasons for gratitude I truly did have.
When I read that David felt no one cared for him, that ditty rings in my ears. Yet David’s pain 

wasn’t at all exaggerated. Where I had feelings of loneliness typical for my age, David actually had 
good reason to feel abandoned. He wrote these words in the dark depths of a cave where he hid from 
Saul, who pursued him with murderous plans (1 Samuel 22:1; 24:3–10). David had been anointed 
as Israel’s future king (16:13), had spent years in Saul’s service, but now he lived “on the move,” 
always fearing for his life. In the midst of the loneliness David felt, he cried out to God as his “refuge” 
and “portion in the land of the living” (Psalm 142:5).

Like David, we can cry out to God when we feel alone, giving voice to our feelings in the safety 
of His love. God never minimizes our loneliness. He wants to be our companion in the dark caves of 
our lives. Even when we think no one cares for our life, God cares!

Lord, You are my friend when I feel alone.  
Thank You for being with me in the dark caves of life.

Nobody Likes Me
BIBLE READ:   PSALM 142 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

No one is concerned for me. I have no refuge; 
no one cares for my life. 

~   Psalm 142:4

In Asia, 
Anything Furry 

Can be Sold 
as a 'Puppy'

T
his columnist's daughter 
brought home a strange fuzzy 
creature that she said was 
a dog she was looking after 

to earn pocket money, but I've seen 
Gremlins, Ghoulies, Critters, Troll, 
Chucky et al. It's always the small, 
innocent-looking things that rise up 
and kill you in the night.

Asia is relatively new to pet-own-
ership and so it's easy to claim that 
pretty much anything furry is a puppy 
— skunks, raccoons, capybaras, giant 
tarantulas, wigs, floor mops, mouldy 
meat and certain types of deciduous 
shrubs.

A news report is circulating at the 
moment about a family in China's 
Yunnan province whose "puppy" 
grew up to be a 115-kilo bear. But 
regular readers of this column will 
know that this happens regularly in 
that country, and I would be more 
surprised by a headline which said: 
"Puppy Sold As Puppy In China Actu-
ally Was One."

While waiting for my daugh-
ter's thing to slaughter my family, I 
checked my email to find a dog-re-
lated news story sent in by a reader. A 
householder left his dog to guard his 
home when he went out. A burglar 
broke in and the dog simply followed 
the man around, wagging his tail. The 
whole thing was captured on a secu-
rity video, which quickly went viral on 
the Internet.

This didn't surprise me at all. This 
columnist has an old dog who barks 
ferociously at family members, but 
gives strangers a friendly licking.

A vet once told me that a dog's 
brain was the size of a walnut, but 
that's an insult to walnuts. You read 
about some dogs being able to smell 
things on other planets, but mine 
can't find a chunk of meat she's sit-
ting on.

It was a good thing that the bur-
glar incident happened in the Unit-
ed States. Housebreakers who enter 
homes in China to be jumped on by 
bottom-wagging grizzly bears with 
names like Rover and Buddy may find 
it an unpleasant surprise.

Some Chinese zoos exploit this un-
familiarity. In 2013, a zoo in the Peo-
ple's Park of Luohe, Henan province, 
displayed a suspiciously small crea-
ture in the enclosure labelled "African 
Lion". When visitors approached, it 
started barking — revealing itself to 
be a dog with its fur trimmed to look 
like a mane. The zoo's leopard was a 
fox and its wolf a mongrel.

Is your dog a bear? To know for 
sure, just listen to it. Bears, like mar-
ried men, communicate entirely by 
grunting. Dogs bark - but having trav-
elled a lot, this writer knows that they 
sound different depending on where 
you come from. Indonesians say 
hounds go: "guk-guk" (except in Bali 
where they go "kong-kong"). In Hindi, 
it's "bow-bow", in Sinhala "buh-buh" 
and in Thai "hong-hong". Americans 
hear dog sounds as "woof-woof". I 
think I would give the prize for accu-
racy to the Chinese, who claim dogs 
say, "Houh! Houh!" and the least ac-
curate to the British, who hear hounds 
going: "Bow-wow".

Meanwhile, my daughter's tempo-
rary dog-like thing spent the evening 
trying to gnaw on a large bone. Unfor-
tunately it did not seem to realise that 
my left tibia was still in regular use.

Tonight this writer may have to re-
place it with a cunningly selected de-
ciduous shrub.

(Nury Vittachi is an Asia-based  
frequent traveller. Send comments 

and suggestions via his  
Facebook page)

Nury Vittachi | IANS

God is our friend in seasons of loneliness.

Long-Term Antidepressant Use May Up Obesity Risk

Ingestible Sensor Could Help Diagnose Stomach Disease —Study Exercise Your Legs 
for Healthy Brain

Milk Intake may Cut Metabolic 
Syndrome Risk in Obese KidsP

rolonged use of anti-
depressant may lead 
to increased risk of 
weight gain associ-

ated with high risk of many 
diseases including diabetes, 
heart disease and even can-
cers, say researche

The study showed that 
normal weight and over-
weight people who took 
antidepressant for long time 
had a higher risk of being 
overweight or obese.

"It's important to stress 
that no patient should stop 
taking their medication and 
that if they have any con-
cerns they should speak 
with their doctor or phar-
macist," said lead author 
Rafael Gafoor from King's 
College London.

According to the re-
searchers, depression is 
common in obese people 
resulting in increased pre-

scription rate of antidepres-
sant. However, not much 
has been reported on the 
impact of widespread anti-
depressant treatment on 
weight gain.

The study, published in 
journal The BMJ, includ-
ed data from over 300,000 
adults with an average age 
of 51, whose body mass in-
dex (BMI).

Participants were di-
vided in groups according 
to their BMI and whether 
or not they had been pre-
scribed an antidepressant 
in a given year. They were 
monitored for 10 years.

The results showed that 
for every 59 people taking 
antidepressant, one extra 
person would gain at least 
5 per cent weight over the 
study period. 

The researchers also 
found that the risk in-

creased during the second 
and third years of treat-
ment as gaining 5 per cent 
of weight was 46 per cent 
higher than the general 
population during the sec-
ond year of the study.

Researchers from the 
University of Bologna, Italy, 
emphasised that doctors 
should give lifestyle advice 
on diet and exercise to mini-
mize the risk of weight gain 
and that weight should be 
measured during antide-
pressant treatment.

They also suggested that 
while antidepressant treat-
ment should be offered to 
those with moderate or se-
vere depression, alternative 
treatment such as group 
cognitive behavioural ther-
apy may be preferable for 
people with milder depres-
sion.

Source: IANS

A
n ingestible sen-
sor equipped 
with genetically 
engineered bac-

teria developed by MIT 
researchers including one 
of Indian-origin, can aid in 
diagnosing bleeding in the 
stomach or other gastroin-
testinal problems.

This "bacteria-on-a-
chip" combines sensors 
made from living cells with 
ultra low-power electron-
ics that convert the bacte-
rial response into a wire-
less signal that can be read 
by a smartphone.

"The focus of this work 
is on system design and 
integration to combine the 
power of bacterial sens-
ing with ultra low-power 
circuits to realise impor-
tant health sensing ap-
plications," said Anantha 
Chandrakasan, dean of 
MIT's School of Engineer-
ing.

"By combining engi-
neered biological sensors 
together with low-power 
wireless electronics, we 
can detect biological sig-
nals in the body and in 
near real-time, enabling 
new diagnostic capabili-
ties for human health ap-

plications," added Timo-
thy Lu, associate professor 
at the varsity.

In the new study, ap-
pearing in the journal Sci-
ence, the team created 
sensors that respond to 
heme — a component of 
blood —, and showed that 

they work in pigs. 
The researchers engi-

neered a probiotic strain of 
E. coli to express a genetic 
circuit that causes the bac-
teria to emit light when 
they encounter heme.

Then they placed the 
bacteria into four wells 

on their custom-designed 
sensor. Underneath each 
well is a phototransis-
tor that can measure the 
amount of light produced 
by the bacterial cells and 
relay the information to a 
microprocessor that sends 
a wireless signal to a near-
by computer or smart-
phone. 

The researchers also 
built an Android app that 
can be used to analyse the 
data.

The sensor, which is a 
cylinder about 1.5 inches 
long, requires about 13 
microwatts of power. The 
researchers equipped the 
sensor with a 2.7-volt bat-
tery, which they estimate 
could power the device for 
about 1.5 months of con-
tinuous use. 

Tests on pigs showed 
that it could correctly 
determine whether any 
blood was present in the 
stomach. They anticipate 
that this type of sensor 
could be either deployed 
for one-time use or de-
signed to remain in the 
digestive tract for several 
days or weeks, sending 
continuous signals.

Source: IANS

E
xercising your legs 
is necessary for a 
healthy brain and 
nervous system, said 

a new study that showed that 
neurological health depends 
on signals sent by leg muscles 
to the brain and vice versa.

The results gave doctors 
new clues as to why patients 
with motor neuron disease, 
multiple sclerosis, spinal 
muscular atrophy and other 
neurological diseases often 
rapidly decline when their 
movement becomes limited.

Reducing exercise makes 
it difficult for the body to pro-
duce new nerve cells -- some 
of the very building blocks 
that allows one to adapt to 
stress and challenges in life.

"Our study supports the 
notion that people who are 
unable to do load-bearing 
exercises -- such as patients 
who are bed-ridden, or even 
astronauts on extended travel 
-- not only lose muscle mass, 
but their body chemistry is al-
tered at the cellular level and 
even their nervous system is 
adversely impacted," said Raf-
faella Adami from the Univer-
sity of Milan, in Italy.

During the study, the re-
searchers restricted mice from 
using their hind legs, but not 
their front legs for a period of 
28 days. They continued to eat 
and groom normally and did 
not exhibit stress.

The findings, published in 
the journal Frontiers in Neu-
roscience, showed that limit-
ing their leg activity decreased 
the number of neural stem 
cells by 70 per cent compared 
to a controlled group of mice, 
which were allowed to use 
their legs.

Further, they found that re-
stricting exercise lowered the 
amount of oxygen in the body, 
which created an anaerobic 
environment and alters me-
tabolism.

This research demon-
strates the critical role of 
movement and has a range of 
potential implications. "It is no 
accident that we are meant to 
be active: to walk, run, crouch 
to sit, and use our leg muscles 
to lift things," Adami said.

"Neurological health is 
not a one-way street with the 
brain telling the muscles "lift, 
walk, and so on", Adami said.

Source: IANS

I
s your child obese? If so, drinking 
at least two servings of any type of 
cows' milk each day are more likely 
to have lower fasting insulin, indi-

cating better blood sugar control — risk 
factors for metabolic syndrome, accord-
ing to a study.

Metabolic syndrome is defined as the 
presence of at least three of five condi-
tions that increase the risk of diabetes, 
heart disease, and stroke--high blood 
pressure, high levels of blood sugar or trig-
lycerides, excess belly fat, and low "good" 
cholesterol levels.

The results showed that children who 
drank less than one cup of milk each day 
had significantly higher levels of fasting 
insulin than those who drank less than or 
at least two cups a day.

"Our findings indicate that obese chil-
dren who consume at least the daily rec-
ommended amount of milk may have 
more favourable sugar handling and this 
could help guard against metabolic syn-

drome," said Michael Yafi from the Uni-
versity of Texas Health Science Centre, US.

For the study, the team analysed 353 
obese kids and adolescents aged three to 
18 years and recorded information on dai-
ly milk intake, milk types, sugary drinks 
intake, fasting blood glucose, and insulin 
sensitivity.

The results presented at 2018 Euro-
pean Congress on Obesity (ECO) in Aus-
tria, showed that kids who drank at least 
two cups of milk a day no association be-
tween milk intake and blood glucose or 
lipid levels.

Another study, presented at the 2018 
ECO, stated that dairy products had no 
link in the development of childhood 
obesity, as thought earlier.

According to the researchers, no evi-
dence was found to suggest that body 
fatness varied by type of milk or dairy 
products, or with age of the children as 
opposed to the known belief.

Source: IANS

Judicious Use of Bioinsecticide 
may Help Control Filariasis Vector 

Filariasis is a public health prob-
lem in some parts of the coun-
try. It is caused by parasitic 
worms which get deposited 

on skin and penetrate on their own or 
through openings created by mosquito 
bites to reach the lymphatic system. Ef-
fective mosquito control can help con-
trol filariasis.

Researchers have now found that 
using a commercially available bioin-
secticide – spinosad – in right doses 
can help control Culexquinquefascia-
tus mosquitoes that spread filariasis.
Spinosad is a biolarvicide that is natu-
rally produced and acts by killing the 
larvae of insects. It works by overexcit-
ing the nervous system of target insect 
or their larvae.

Two preparations of spinosad were 
selected and used in various breeding 
areas of the Culex mosquito such as 
cesspits, drains and abandoned wells 
in Cuddalore in Tamil Nadu where 
filariasis is widespread. The 20 per cent 
emulsified concentrate preparation was 
found to be more effective than 12 per 
cent suspension concentrate in provid-
ing protection. The emulsified concen-
trate caused 90 to 100 per cent reduc-
tion of mosquito larvae in 7-14 days in 
cesspits, 10-17 days in drains and 14-30 
days in abandoned wells, according 

to results published recently in Indian 
Journal of Medical Research. Spinosad 
was also more effective than chemical 
insecticides.

The study was conducted by re-
searchers at the Vector Control Re-
search Centre of Indian Council of  
Medical Research (ICMR) in Puduch-
erry, as part of WHO Pesticide Evalua-
tion Scheme (WHOPES).

Though the cost of  spinosad-based 
preparations is higher compared to 
chemical insecticides, they remain 
effective for a longer time, thereby re-
ducing the frequency of  application. 
This compensates the higher cost by 
minimizing operational cost. “Due 
to their unique action, spinosads can 
be used in rotation for various insect 
resistant management programmes 
and also as a part of  integrated vector 
management wherein resources have 
to be utilized optimally,” the research 
paper said.

“These findings are important be-
cause there are far too many prepa-
rations of spinosad available in the 
market but there is no data on their ef-
fectiveness. Even though there are other 
good chemical insecticides and biolarv-
icides, most of them do not have a long-
term effect. Spinosad is effective and no 
insect has yet developed a resistance to 
it,” observed DrKamarajuRaghavendra 
from National Institute of Malaria Re-
search, New Delhi, who was not con-
nected with the study.

Can Drinking Too Much 
Water Harm You?

Do you drink too much 
water? Beware, overhy-
dration -- excess fluid 
accumulation -- can 

lead to dangerously low sodium 
levels or in the blood or result in 
brain swelling, researchers say.

Hyponatremia, a life-threaten-
ing condition of brain swelling, is 
more common in elderly patients 
and can cause cognitive problems 
and seizures. 

"(Hyponatremia) occurs in 
common pathological conditions, 
including brain injury, sepsis, car-
diac failure and in the use of drugs, 
such as MDMA (ecstasy)," said 
Charles Bourque from the McGill 
University in Canada.

While it was yet uncertain how 
hyponatremia develops, the study 
found that a defect in the hydration 
sensing mechanism of the brain 
could be the culprit.

The researchers said that 
brain's hydration sensing neurons 
could not detect overhydration in 
the same way that they detect de-
hydration.

Overhydration activates Trpv4 
-- a calcium channel that can be 
found in glial cells, that act to sur-
round hydration sensing neurons. 

It is cellular gatekeeper impli-
cated in maintaining the balance 

of water in the body.
"Our study shows that it is in 

fact glial cells that first detect the 
overhydrated state and then trans-
fer this information to turn off the 
electrical activity of the [hydration 
sensing] neurons," Bourque ex-
plained. 

"Our specific data will be 
important for people studying 
hydromineral and fluid electro-
lyte homeostasis, and clinicians 
who treat patients faced with hy-
ponatremia," he noted.

The results, published in the 

journal Cell Reports, showed that 
overhydration is first identified by 
the Trpv4 channel which triggers 
the release of a type of amino acid 
known, taurine, which acts as a 
trip wire to inhibit hydration sens-
ing neurons.

"Preclinical models of hy-
ponatremia will be used to exam-
ine if  the mechanism we report 
is affected in this condition with 
the long-term objective of design-
ing new treatments or diagnostic 
tools," Bourque added.

Source: IANS



Learning deficits come in all shapes 
and sizes. In their benign forms, they 
could be self-correcting, as students 
adjust to the pace of teaching in the 

classroom. Or somewhere along the line, an in-
spirational teacher can make a difference and 
narrow the gap. However, once they turn ma-
lignant, they could end up being auto-immune, 
striking and crippling parts of the educational 
systems from where they have emerged. How 
do learning deficits move through the educa-
tion systems? Where do they get lodged? What 
is their lifespan? Unfortunately, our under-
standing about their dynamic behaviour re-
mains rather sketchy.

Learning deficits are typically associated 
with progression through schools. Yet, some 
distortions emerge even before. Till not so long 
ago, entrance tests were common for admis-
sions to select urban primary schools. As anx-
ious parents waited outside, children would 
be ushered into the lion’s den – the principal’s 
room. A panel of teachers would be waiting 
inside to test them on a wide range of tasks 
– they would be asked to tell the panel about 
themselves, write the alphabet and numbers, 
recite tables. They were also expected to dis-
play some soft behavioural skills, the least of  
which was not to cry under pressure. Many 
children would manage to survive the ordeal. 
The cultural capital at home and training at 
kindergarten playschools (an early version of  
coaching classes) would make sure they had 
already acquired skills that should ideally have 
been learnt gradually at school. For the dis-
cards in the selection process, however, it was 
a case of ‘learning deficits’ even before their 
learning at school had begun.

As demonstrated from the Pratham-Annu-
al Status of Education Reports (ASER) over 
the past decade, large-scale deficits do emerge 
in the course of schooling. Even as students 

reach higher grades, they repeatedly fail to 
perform basic reading and arithmetic tasks 
meant for earlier grades. Poor quality teaching 
in school has been long considered one of the 
factors inhibiting learning. Admittedly, school 
teachers are a heterogeneous community and 
not all of them are particularly interested, 
competent or trained enough for the task. But 
to be fair to the ones who try, learning deficits 
are far too systemic for them to tackle. We 
haven’t yet reconciled ourselves to classroom 
diversities, to variations in the pace of learning 
among children, to the inclusion of first gen-
eration learners in the classroom to be able to 
handle the subtleties of how learning deficits 
creep in and stay embedded.

Once the conveyor belt of education starts 
moving, it maintains a fast clip. Portions from 
prescribed, standardised textbooks are spread 
across the time line of unit tests, half yearly 
and annual exams. Where teachers go about 
their task of completing the syllabus with re-
ligious zeal, they err on the side of caution, 
concentrating on students who could deliver 
better results. For a stylised fact, teaching in 
Indian schools works well for the limited few 
who do not require much teaching. For the 
rest, learning deficits become an integral part 
of their schooling experience. The real ques-
tion is what happens to the students as well as 
the deficits moving further.

The curricular gap between the syllabi pre-
scribed and actually learnt could widen year 
after year. At some tipping point, the student 
would no longer be able to cope with the gap. 
Given the steep contraction in the number of  
enrolments from secondary to higher educa-
tion in India, such students are more likely 
to fall aside. At least, that is a reasonable hy-

pothesis. They could either circumstantially 
drop out or fail to cross the twin hurdles of the 
Class X and XII public exams. However, our 
contention is that significant numbers do pass 
through these filters into higher education. 
This is where the problem mutates further.

Firstly, coming into higher education, the 
concentrations of learning deficits get rea-
ligned. At the primary and secondary levels, 
the type of school – government, private-aid-
ed, private unaided – becomes an important 
variable for understanding the sites of concen-
tration. Within schools, there could be internal 
segregations based on ability-based grouping, 
where all the better scoring students get pooled 
together in one division. They could also be 
made to sit together in class or have separate, 
additional sessions for them. The low scoring 
ones, like bad apples, get sifted and placed sep-
arately. In higher education, the segregation 
acquires a disciplinary casing. Barring a few 
instances, the better scoring candidates opt for 
sciences and eventually for professional cours-
es. The social sciences or arts streams become 
the refuge of the low scoring ones, who in all 
likelihood, come with a history of learning 
deficits. This gets factored into the education 
on offer for them.

Secondly, the methods for tackling learn-
ing deficits in schools are different from what 
may be needed in higher education institu-
tions. Across schools, the deficits may be sys-
temically widespread. But at the same time, 
they remain benign, isolated as they are from 
each other. This is possible because schools 
unify the function of teaching and assessment. 
At an individual school level, they have the 
autonomy to adopt methods to gloss over or 
dilute the problem – framing questions from 

limited portions of the syllabus, or providing 
question banks before exams, liberal marking 
patterns etc. Starting with the public exami-
nations of Classes X and XII and through-
out graduation, while teaching takes place in 
schools and colleges, the examination respon-
sibility is transferred to a centralised authority 
(boards of education or universities). Learning 
deficits thus spill over beyond the containers of  
school classrooms. The onus now shifts to the 
impersonalised forms of examination systems 
to grapple with them. The result: a slow, de-
liberate watering down of the syllabus and ex-
aminations, such that a broader continuum of  
poor quality gets systemically accommodated 
and extended.

Particularly within the social sciences, 
we are presently in a phase of receiving and 
churning out generations of students who are 
higher-level versions of the school children 
whose learning deficits the ASER reports cap-
ture. Higher degrees are on offer for lower level 
skills. How else to explain a case where an el-
ementary algebraic question – 5y=100. Solve 
for y – first found in textbooks of Class VI re-
surfaces at a much senior level in a third year 
BA (Economics) university-level paper titled 
‘Quantitative Techniques’? While the question 
may appear to be an ‘easy’ one, it actually hints 
at a systemic awareness of the low academic 
attainments of students who are going to at-
tempt it. The learning deficits in social sciences 
are a composite of older and newer ones. The 
deep-rooted deficits in maths and language-
based skills continue to exist, even while newer 
ones pile on in the course of (2+3+2) years of  
apparent subject-related ‘specialisation’.

The results of a survey we conducted of  
postgraduate students of economics in a re-
puted state-run university provide a glimpse of  
this continuum. In the section on maths, stu-
dents were asked elementary questions from 
the Class VI textbook of the Maharashtra State 
Board of Education, covering integers, sub-
traction, percentages, squares, fractions and al-
gebraic equations. In an uncanny resemblance 

to the ASER school surveys, only 11 out of the 
200 students could answer all of them correct-
ly. In the section on economics, the students 
didn’t fare any better. Only two students could 
give a roughly correct estimation of India’s 
GDP. The rest were off target both in value 
and in units, with answers ranging anywhere 
from “one dollar” to “6%”. The basis of these 
answers could be traced to popular discourses 
of economic numbers. The ‘one dollar’ figure 
was sourced to a memory of the international 
poverty line from the World Bank; the ‘6%’ an-
swer was a case of mistaking the growth rate 
for the GDP. In an example of how the lack of  
basic numerical skills hinders economic under-
standing, the students knew that India’s GDP 
comprised of primary, secondary and tertiary 
sectors. But they hadn’t grasped that cumu-
latively, they should add to hundred percent. 
In many answers, the summation went far be-
yond. As if  these results were not disturbing 
enough, the worst may yet be upon us.

A sizable chunk of students in the sur-
vey were aspiring for academic jobs. Some 
of them were planning for doctoral degrees, 
while others were applying for B.Ed. admis-
sions. In doing so, they would not only pro-
long the lifespan of learning deficits but also 
put them in a self-sustaining mode by closing 
the loop between education and employment. 
So far, while scouting for learning deficits, re-
searchers have relied upon school children for 
evidence. But teachers could be vectors them-
selves. Establishing their deficits though could 
be far more difficult methodologically. School 
children are a naive lot, co-operating with re-
searchers to expose themselves. Teachers may 
not be so gullible, whatever their levels of igno-
rance may be.

(V. Kalyan Shankar (vkalyanshankar@
yahoo.co.in) teaches at the Symbiosis 

School of  Economics, Pune. Rohini Sahni 
(rohinisahni2000@yahoo.com) retired from the 

Department of  Economics, Savitribai Phule 
Pune University.)
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Things are apt to 
get intense for you today, Aries. There will be 
a lot of information coming your way, but it all 
won’t necessarily be great. It seems that some-

one is putting a roadblock in your path, making it difficult 
for you to pass. Don’t let this stop you. Use your creative 
ability and resolute nature to find ways around any ob-
stacles. Experiences like this will only make you stronger.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Your head may 
be buzzing with activity, Taurus. It seems like 
the spotlight suddenly has been turned on. 
Your mind is on stage and your brainpower 

is being tested. Are you prepared for the challenge? 
Whether you’re ready or not, it’s here. Remember the 
importance of individuality. Don’t become another 
typical cookie from the same old cookie cutter. Be your 
own person and think for yourself.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Focus on the sim-
ple pleasures today, Gemini. Don’t feel like 
you have to search in far-off lands or engage 
in expensive recreational activities to find 

happiness and peace. Realize that everything you need 
is all inside you. Find your happiness in delighting in 
nature. Smile at the Sun, the Moon, and the trees. Real-
ize that beauty resides all around you, not just in stores 
full of expensive objects.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Focus on your 
creative mind, Cancer. This is a very fertile 
time for planting hearty seeds that will be 
sure to grow up healthy and strong. You have 

the ability to be very prosperous, but it certainly won’t 
come easily. The key for you is to maintain your cool. 
Don’t overreact to the little annoyances that come your 
way. You’re above petty squabbles, so don’t waste your 
time on them.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Motivation must 
come from within, Leo. The only thing that 
can pull you out of bed is your inner drive 
and determination. Too much partying could 

leave you drained to the point that you don’t want to 
move. Remember moderation. Be good to your body. 
Go outside and let your thoughts radiate outward like 
rays of sunshine. Feel the ground beneath your feet.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Your mind should 
be quite clear today, and communication 
will go extremely well for you, Virgo. You’ll 
find that you’ll need very few words to get 

your point across. You’ll connect to people on many 
levels. Realize that you have important information to 
share with those around you. Your critical, practical, 
grounded opinion plays a key role in the activities of 
the day.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Strong forces may 
be acting up and asking you to stand up a 
little straighter than usual, Libra. Keep your 
shoulders back and be proud. Don’t think 

of yourself as any less of a person just because there 
is disagreement between you and the people around 
you. Maintain respect for yourself and your opinions. 
Say things with confidence. Don’t back down, but be 
prepared to fight.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Feel free to 
take the lazy route today, Scorpio. Don’t lift 
a finger if you don’t really have to. It may be 
hard to get others moving as well. You can 

prod all you want, but, ultimately, if people don’t want 
to go, they aren’t going to. Your flexible nature might 
be put to the test. More than likely, you’ll find that you 
need to adapt to the whims of others rather than the 
other way around.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Your think-
ing is steady and reserved today, Sagittarius. 
You’ll find that your mind is right in line with 
your ego, and you’ll be able to accurately ver-

balize what’s going on inside. You might be guarded 
about how much you tell people. It could be that others 
are holding back information from you. Proceed with 
caution and be honest in all your dealings.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Today is an 
excellent day for you to say exactly how you 
feel, Capricorn. Your thinking is sharp and 
clear. You’ll find that once you start talking, 

you may never stop. People will listen extra carefully to 
your words. You have a great deal of influence on oth-
ers. If you realize how much impact you have on the 
people around you, you’ll be able to accomplish a great 
deal today.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You might find 
that your brain is chugging along in the slow 
lane today, Aquarius. It could even be gradu-
ally creeping over to the breakdown lane! It 

may be more difficult to come up with your quick, witty 
rebuttals in conversations. Take your time and make 
sure you choose your words very carefully. Communi-
cating with others might be a bit like pulling teeth today.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You might find 
that words aren’t the best way to commu-
nicate today, Pisces. Body language and the 
sense of touch and taste are much more ef-

fective. You’ll find that your senses will be heightened 
overall. The smell of the restaurant several blocks away 
could make your taste buds water. Give in to your sens-
es and let your feet follow your nose. Go enjoy a good 
meal tonight with someone special.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

V. Kalyan Shankar and  
Rohini Sahni | thewire.in

India is Producing Masters in Learning Deficits

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

Will Smaller Districts Combat Regional Disparity? 

E
ducationally, the western 
districts of Mokokchung, 
Dimapur, Wokha and Ko-
hima recorded higher lit-

eracy rate ranging from between 84 
% to 91 % in contrast with low 56 % 
to 73% recorded in the eastern dis-
tricts of Mon, Tuensang, Kiphire and 
Longleng. In power infrastructure, 
Dimapur district is the largest con-
sumer of energy with 215 electrified 
villages whereas Longleng has the 
lowest number of 35 electrified vil-
lages. In term of road infrastructure, 
Kohima has 1674 km comparing to 
Longleng’s 440 km of road coverage 
under R & B Department. Again, the 
Human Development Index (2011) 
was highest in Dimapur with 0.81 as 
against 0.50 recorded for Mon dis-
trict, indicating a low level of income, 
dismal education, low life expectancy 
and hence overall low standard of  
living in the eastern periphery of the 
state.

The advent of new millennium 
saw the creation of four new districts 
of Peren, Kiphire, Longleng, and 
the recent creation of Noklak as the 
newest district of the state, carved out 
from the erstwhile undivided districts 
of Kohima and Tuensang. More re-
cently, committees were constituted 
in various pockets of the state to forge 
ahead the aspiration and politico-eco-
nomic objective of the people. District 
Demand Committees in respect of  
Tseminyu (under Kohima District), 
Bhandari (under Wokha District), 
Aboi and Tobu (under Mon District) 
were formed as pressure groups to re-
alise their regional interests.

The regions from where demands 
for creation of new districts cropped 
up have all been classified / noti-
fied as backward except Tseminyu 
subdivision. However, Tseminyu is 
comparatively at the receiving end of  

development as the areas contiguous 
to the subdivision have better connec-
tivity. Therefore, it may not be a mere 
postulation to project backwardness 
and uneven diffusion of development 
in the state as the causal factors for 
people of the regions to aggressively 
assert dissection of district/s into 
smaller regions along the conscious 
tribal and subtribal lines as the lone 
panacea to regional disparity. In ad-
dition, the hegemony of the domi-
nant tribe in a district at the cost of  
the minority sub-tribe/s (to the extent 
of physical manhandling, denial of  
diversified job & livelihood opportu-
nities, vigilantism) is held responsible 
for schism as well as mutual mistrust 
between communities, which usually 
climaxed at demand for new districts.

A theoretical assertion which 
presents smaller geographical region 
as an ideal scheme for effective gov-
ernance has been a sought-after mod-
el for the regionalists. More than just 
a hypothesis, smaller size of states has 
its advantageous points. The states of  
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand and Uttara-
khand which were carved out from 
the states of Madhya Pradesh, Bihar 
and Uttar Pradesh have seen a double 
digit economic growth in most of the 
newly created and divided districts, 
when contrasted with a single digit 
growth rate that remained more or 
less stagnant prior to territorial de-
marcations.

It is also argued that small size of  
an administrative unit is invariably 
quicker to respond. This minimizes 
gap in service delivery, access to in-
frastructure, reaching out the per-
ceived vulnerable region of the state. 
In India, smaller states like Haryana, 
Punjab, Kerala etc. fared well in hu-
man development indicators. At the 
global level, Scandinavian states are 
rather small in size. Though subject 

to certain limitations, this northern 
European region is virtually the most 
stable and happiest region of the 
world. For instance, Finland topped 
the Forbes’ 2018 happiest list of  
countries in the world.

Creation of smaller districts is 
also viewed from the prism of col-
lateral generation of more jobs and 
better employment opportunities. 
Extended department branches and 
sub-offices would automatically re-
sult in. The immediate by-product is 
the creation of more jobs. Moreover, 
new networks of market may be es-
tablished. This will accommodate 
the growing number of unemployed 
youth in the state.

One fallacy on which the votaries 
of smaller districts bank upon is their 
ultimate aspiration to socially, admin-
istratively, and economically control 
the region to which they belong as 
their means to arrest widening dispar-
ity. It is however observed that crea-
tions of new districts were seen as just 
shifting of power to new district head-
quarters without requisite financial 
capacity to sustain infrastructure and 
to render the facilities operational.

Identifying creation of jobs as a 
direct or cascading benefit of creation 
of new districts may prove suicidal. 
State’s dependence on central govern-
ment to meet its expenditure limits 
the scope of expanding its network 
of administration. Despite being a 
resource-rich state, the state has nei-
ther needed facility nor manpower to 
exploit huge untapped natural gifts 
thus far. Therefore, at present, there 
exists little hope to offer more jobs 
when there lacks corresponding out-
come in revenue generation. The ad-
ministrative expenses, expenditure on 
emoluments of overstaffed but under-
performing employees, cost of main-
tenance and management of district 

offices could more productively be 
channelized towards augmentation 
of existing infrastructure programs. 
Each district has a unique and specific 
resource to contribute to Gross State 
Domestic Product (GSDP) when the 
potentialities of each district are prop-
erly identified.

There are some reservations 
over the statement that smaller dis-
trict will warrant timely delivery of  
service and hence more proportion-
ate response to events like commu-
nal tension, natural disaster, and so 
forth. The communal flares follow-
ing the murder of  a couple in 2016 in 
Kiphire district, or the poor response 
to Uttarakhand’s 2013 cloudburst re-
sulting in claiming of  many precious 
lives have, though not completely, 
debunked the projection of  smaller 
unit of  administration as a more via-
ble alternative. Moreover, Naxalism 
affects both new and old, large and 
small states and it continue to ham-
per governance.

 The three new districts of Peren, 
Longleng and Kiphire along with the 
peripheral districts of Mon and Tu-
ensang were placed at the bottom in 
terms of literacy as per 2011 Census. 
More than a decade passed since their 
divisions and creations, these districts 
made little progress in education, in 
uplifting the standard of living and 
even in terms of development. Not 
much is left to be desired for new 
and smaller districts as far as catalys-
ing the above qualities are set to be 
achieved.

On many instances, larger districts 
of Kohima, Wokha and Mokokc-
hung have better indicators on access 
to healthcare, education, economy, 
and infrastructural facilities includ-
ing banking and connectivity. Smaller 
districts of Longleng, Kiphire and 
the interiors of Tuensang and Mon 

read poorly on these parameters. At 
the national level too, larger states 
of Maharashtra, Karnataka, Tamil 
Nadu etc have good records of hu-
man development to their credits. 
This attest to the fact that smaller dis-
trict may not invariably be an option 
to facilitate equitable distribution of  
resources and developments.

To offer alternative measure to 
division and creation of  new dis-
tricts, policy makers face impending 
challenges to fulfil the aspiration of  
the regionalists without deconstruct-
ing the present status quo. Firstly, 
the Nagaland State Human Devel-
opment Report 2016 has noted lack 
of  financial authority by the district 
agencies as one reason for almost 
stagnant developmental activities in 
the districts. As opposed to devolu-
tion of  more financial power to the 
local authorities, GST has limited 
the scope of  local bodies to generate 
revenue whereby the local bodies will 
have to depend on state government 
to implement programs and policies. 
As such, schemes for development 
largely rest on political party/ies that 
wields the power. Policy makers may 
explore ways to decentralization of  
not only mere responsibility but del-
egate equal financial authority to 
district agencies / local authorities. 
This is justifiable on the premise that 
local people have deeper knowledge 
of  the local issues and measures to 
tackle such contextually.

Secondly, politicians and bureau-
crats are sometimes an impediment 
to quality delivery of service. People 
with connections to the political elites 
are at an advantage to gain undue 
favour in bidding and awarding of  
contracts and supplies at the cost of  
quality workmanship and timely de-
livery. Undue influence of politicians 
and bureaucrats in decisions making 

consequentially imbalance evenly dis-
tributed development across the state. 
Minimizing or sheer absence of po-
litical and bureaucratic interference in 
the development of the districts and 
across the state bids fair to moderate 
regional imbalance.

Thirdly, infrastructure plays a 
vital role in upliftment of  the far 
flung areas. Infrastructure should 
not be solely looked from construc-
tion angle. Infrastructure entails 
improvement and maintenance of  
road infrastructure, uninterrupted or 
alternative power and water supply, 
affordable and accessible internet fa-
cilities, access to credit facilities and 
secured networks of  market, provid-
ing equipments and machineries to 
schools and hospitals. Dedicated 
effort of  the policy makers in these 
parameters may well contain the dis-
contentment manifested in various 
subdivisions, especially in Tsemenyu 
of  Kohima District and Bhandari of  
Wokha District.

And in conclusion, we need to ef-
fect attitudinal change and inculcate 
behavioural values as our approach 
to attain our ultimate goal of peace-
ful coexistence fundamentally relies 
on our collective social responsibility. 
Finland was adjudged as the happi-
est nation in the world, not because 
of its smallness in size but because 
of their achievements in a series of  
variables including healthy life, trust, 
stable income, generosity, low level of  
corruption and social security. New 
and smaller districts sans the above 
discussed values may have little or 
no impact. Additionally, the cost of  
setting up administrative units may 
more profitably be invested in supple-
menting the existing but deteriorating 
infrastructure.

Nukhosa Chüzho
Kohima

Researchers have so far relied upon school children for 
evidence of  learning deficits in India.  

But teachers could be vectors themselves.
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Karnataka drama ends as Kumaraswamy 
wins trust vote without contest 

Tuticorin violence: SC for urgent 
listing of matter on May 28 

Centre open to bringing fuel under GST 

NIA court convicts five IM 
militants in 2013 Bodh Gaya blasts

Nipah virus under control, assures Kerala Minister

Tests rule out bats as source of Nipah virus

Hasina expresses gratitude to India for 
‘standing’ beside Bangladesh in times of crisis 

States can allocate leftover PG 
seats in medical courses — SC

PTI

People wear safety masks as a precautionary measure after the ‘Nipah’ virus outbreak, at Kozhikode 
Medical College, in Kerala, on Friday.

PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi speaks with his Bangladeshi 
counterpart Sheikh Hasina as West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee looks on, during the annual convocation of Visva Bharati 
University, in Birbhum, on Friday.

PTI

Karnataka Chief Minister H D Kumaraswamy, with other JD(S) and Congress leaders, waves to the media 
after his coalition government won the trust vote by voice vote, at Vidhana Soudha in Bengaluru, on 
Friday. 

PTI

Home Minister Rajnath Singh speaks with Transport Minister Nitin Gadkari during the 13th meeting of 
Standing Committee at Vigyan Bhawan, in New Delhi, on Friday.

Bengaluru, May 25 (PTI): 
The three-day-old Kumar-
aswamy government in 
Karnataka today won a 
vote of confidence with-
out a contest, with the 
BJP MLAs walking out of 
the Assembly before the 
floor test, in an unexciting 
end to the 10-day high-
voltage political drama 
after the polls yielded a 
hung House.

It turned out to be a 
smooth sailing for the 58-
year- old H D Kumaras-
wamy, as BJP members 
trooped out of the House 
after Leader of the Oppo-
sition B S Yeddyurappa’s 
blistering attack on the 
“unholy” JD(S)-Congress 
coalition.

Kumaraswamy’s mo-
tion seeking the confi-
dence vote was declared 
passed by voice vote by 
Speaker K R Ramesh Ku-
mar in the absence of the 
BJP MLAs. Kumaraswamy 
described the BJP walkout 
as “escapism”.

The first signs of the 
BJP conceding defeat in the 
numbers game were visible 
when it pulled out its can-
didate Suresh Kumar from 
the race for the Speaker’s 
post, saying it had decided 
to honour the parliamen-
tary tradition that the pre-
siding officer should be 
chosen unanimously.

Congress’ Ramesh Ku-
mar was elected the Speak-
er unopposed.

The JD(S)-Congress 
coalition had claimed the 
support of 117 MLAs in the 
224-member House with 
an effective strength of 221.

While the Congress has 

78 MLAs, Kumaraswamy’s 
JD(S) has 36, and BSP 1. 
The alliance also claimed 
support of the lone KPJP 
MLA and an independent.

As Kumaraswamy had 
won from two constituen-
cies, the 104-member BJP 
needed seven more MLAs 
to defeat the motion.

But like on May 19, 
when Yeddyurappa failed 
to muster support of as 
many lawmakers required 
to anchor his government’s 
ship safely, and stepped 
down, the BJP did not go 
for a showdown.

Seeking the trust vote, 
Kumaraswamy asserted 
the Congress-JD(S) coali-
tion government would 
complete its five- year 

term, while maintaining 
he was conscious that his 
party JD(S) does not have a 
majority on its own.

The chief minister said 
there was a “blot” on JD(S) 
supremo and former prime 
minister H D Deve Gowda 
after he (Kumaraswamy) 
joined hands with the BJP 
to form a coalition govern-
ment in 2006.

Kumaraswamy said he 
was now relieved as that 
“blot” on his father’s repu-
tation caused by his act 
of aligning with the BJP 
has been removed (with 
the formation of a secular 
government). Deve Gowda 
had strongly opposed Ku-
maraswamy’s decision to 
form a coalition govern-

ment with the BJP.
Kumaraswamy ac-

cused the BJP-led gov-
ernment at the Centre of 
using its agencies like the 
Income Tax department 
and the Enforcement Di-
rectorate against its politi-
cal rivals.

He alleged that “fake 
documents” had been cre-
ated to claim he had float-
ed a company in Malaysia 
and had “huge” properties 
there.

The BJP under Yeddy-
urappa had propped up 
the JD(S)-led government 
in 2006 as part of a power 
sharing arrangement of ro-
tational chief ministership. 
After Kumaraswamy had 
completed his 20-month 

Patna, May 25 (PTI): A 
special NIA court here to-
day convicted five Indian 
Mujahideen militants in 
the 2013 Bodh Gaya se-
rial blasts case in which 
several persons includ-
ing Buddhist monks were 
injured.

Special NIA judge 
Manoj Kumar Sinha held 
all the five accused - Imti-
yaz Ansari, Haider Ali, Mu-
jib Ullah, Omair Siddiqui 
and Azharuddin Qureishi 
- guilty in the case under 
various sections of the In-
dian Penal Code, Unlawful 
Activity (Prevention) Act 
and the Explosives Act.

The court fixed May 31 
as the date for pronounce-
ment of the quantum of 
sentence. The world-re-
nowned Buddhist pilgrim 
town of Bodh Gaya was 
rocked by a series of ex-
plosions on the morning 
of July 7, 2013 which had 
left a number of people, 
including some Buddhist 
monks, injured.

A sixth accused in the 
case - Taufiq Ahmed - was 
less than 18 years of age 
and sentenced to three 
years in remand home by 
a juvenile court last year 
which found him guilty of 
involvement in the case.

All the six accused 
have also been associated 
with the banned organi-
zation SIMI and are facing 
trial in the Patna blasts 
case of October, 2013 
when the historic Gandhi 
Maidan here was rocked 
by explosions while an 
election rally of Narendra 
Modi, then Gujarat Chief 
Minister and the BJP’s 
Prime Ministerial candi-
date, was underway.

It was contended on 
behalf of defence lawyer 
Surya Prakash Singh that 
the NIA had failed to pro-
duce CCTV footage and 
that a security guard, who 
was present at one of the 
sites when the explosions 
took place had failed to 
recognize any of the ac-
cused.

The contention was 
repudiated by public pros-
ecutor Lalan Prasad Sinha 
who pointed towards the 
association of all the ac-
cused in terrorist activities 
and statements recorded 
by as many as 90 witnesses 
during trial, wherein it 
was placed on record that 
the blasts had been car-
ried out to avenge alleged 
atrocities on Rohingya 
Muslims in Myanmar by 
the Buddhist majority.

Kozhikode (Kerala), May 
25 (IANS): Kerala Health 
Minister K.K. Shailaja on 
Friday said that things were 
under control vis-a-vis the 
containment of Nipah 
virus and that the WHO 
had stepped in to help the 
coastal state. “There need 
be no fear or panic as just 
one patient tested positive 
out of 22 samples send for 
testing in the past two days. 
All other cases reported 
negative. Things are under 
control,” Shailaja told the 
media here.

She said that the World 
Health Organisation had 
helped procure medicines 
from Australia to treat Ni-
pah virus patients.  “The 
first batch of 50 doses of 
medicines have already 
arrived and will be given to 
patients undergoing treat-
ment,” the Minister said.

“All  arrangements 
are in place to take care 
of medical professionals 
engaged in treating the 
patients. WHO officials 
have complimented the 
Health Department for be-
ing able to identify Nipah 
virus cases very quickly,” 

Santiniketan (WB), May 25 
(PTI): Bangladesh Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina to-
day hailed India for stand-
ing beside her country in 
times of crisis and said 
negotiations in an ami-
cable way have led to the 
resolution of many bilat-

eral issues. In the past, the 
two countries had settled 
border disputes with the 
signing of Land Boundary 
Agreement for exchange of 
enclaves, she said.

Inaugurating the Bang-
ladesh Bhavan - a centre 
dedicated to cultural co-

New Delhi, May 25 (IANS): 
The Supreme Court on 
Friday said the state gov-
ernments across the coun-
try can allocate remain-
ing seats in post graduate 
medical courses in private 
medical colleges on the 
basis of all-India NEET 
merit list.

A vacation bench of 
Justice A.M. Khanwilkar 
and Justice Indu Malhotra 
also extended the applica-
bility of its order passed for 
private unaided medical 
colleges in Uttar Pradesh to 
all the states.

“We appreciate the sug-
gestion ... that similar dis-
pensation can be followed 
in other states, if they so 
desire, while ensuring that 
the cut-off date of 31st May 
2018 is strictly adhered to,” 
the court said in its order 
on Friday.

Noting “peculiar situ-
ation” that 41.95 per cent 
of post-graduate medical 
seats in the private unaided 
medical colleges in Uttar 
Pradesh have remained 
vacant for the year 2018-
2019, the court accepted 
the suggestion by Assistant 
Solicitor General (ASG) 
Pinki Anand that the state’s 
Director General of Medi-

cal Education (DGME) be 
entrusted with the task to 
nominate candidates on 
the basis of all-India merit 
list.

The cut-off date for fill-
ing these seats was May 18.

Directing the Uttar 
Pradesh DGME to take 
immediate steps in this 
regard, in right earnest, the 
court said, “... In the larger 
public interest, Dr. K.K. 
Gupta, Director General of 
Medical Education, ... must 
take up the responsibility 
of allotting students from 
the all-India NEET merit 
list in order of merit to the 
respective colleges by 31st 
May 2018.”

“We find this sugges-
tion to be most appropriate 
and also assuages the griev-
ance of the private medical 
colleges and opens up new 
opportunities for the aspir-
ing candidates in the merit 
list who otherwise could 
not secure admission in 
other medical colleges,” 
the order said.

Observing that the cut-
off date of May 31 must be 
“adhered to in its letter and 
spirit”, the court order said: 
“Be it noted, no request for 
extension of time for any 
reason whatsoever will be 

entertained hereafter.”
The court made it clear 

that no candidate, who is 
already admitted in post 
graduate medical course, 
would be allowed to par-
ticipate in this admission 
process as it would have 
a cascading affect on the 
seats that would be vacated 
by them.

“We make it clear that 
in the guise of recom-
mending names of candi-
dates to private colleges, 
the candidate who has al-
ready secured admission 
elsewhere cannot be per-
mitted to resign from the 
college concerned to avail 
of the opportunity under 
the stated dispensation,” 
the court said in its order.

The court also took on 
record the assurance by 
the Centre and the Medi-
cal Council of India (MCI) 
that its decision would be 
“forthwith published” in 
the official websites of the 
MCI, Medical Counselling 
Committee and the Min-
istry of Health and Family 
Welfare. 

The court’s order came 
on a petition by the Uttar 
Pradesh Unaided Medical 
Colleges Welfare Associa-
tion.

term and Yeddyurappa’s 
turn came to become the 
chief minister, the JD(S) 
withdrew support in seven 
days.

Yeddyurappa told the 
Congress members that 
Kumaraswamy and Deve 
Gowda would “finish” their 
party.

Dubbing the JD(S)-
Congress alliance as “un-
holy”, he said the two 
parties had defied the 
popular mandate which 
was in BJP’s favour.

Today’s confidence 
vote was the second in less 
than a week, and on both 
occasions the BJP baulked 
at the prospect losing the 
numbers game and chose 
to avoid voting.

Yeddyurappa, who was 
sworn in as the chief minis-
ter on May 17, had stepped 
down two days later in the 
face of impending defeat 
without going through the 
motions of a floor test.

Kumaraswamy had 
taken oath on Wednesday 
in a grand ceremony where 
a galaxy of top leaders of 
anti-BJP national and re-
gional parties were in at-
tendance, in a rare show 
of unity ahead of the Lok 
Sabha polls next year.

The JD(S) leader’s real 
challenge will now be the 
expansion of his ministry, 
with leaders in the alli-
ance already jockeying for 
Cabinet berths and plum 
portfolios.

The trust vote over, the 
MLAs of the ruling coali-
tion, kept in a luxury hotel 
and a resort over fears of 
poaching by the BJP, would 
walk to freedom.

New Delhi, May 25 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court today 
asked an advocate, who 
has filed a petition seeking 
a court-monitored CBI 
probe into the deaths of 
protesters during the anti-
Sterlite rally in Tamil Nadu, 
to mention the matter for 
urgent listing on Monday 
28.

At the outset, a bench 
comprising Justices A M 
Khanwilkar and Indu Mal-
hotra said that the matters 
seeking urgent listing for 
hearing be mentioned on 
May 28.

Advocate G S Mani, 
who filed the PIL on the 
Tuticorin violence, urged 
the court that it was a “very 
serious matter”.

To this, the bench said, 
“All mentioning will be on 
Monday (May 28).” 

When the lawyer in-

sisted further, the bench 
observed, “this is not 
the way you address the 
court”.

The plea has also 
sought registration of an 
FIR for the alleged of-
fence of murder against 
Tuticorin Collector, Su-
perintendent of Police and 
other police officials.

In Tuticorin, 13 people 
were killed when police 
opened fire on thousands 
of protesters demanding 
closure of Vedanta Group-
run Sterlite Industries for 
allegedly polluting the 
area causing severe health 
problems for area resi-
dents, besides the deplet-
ing groundwater table.

Hundreds of people 
were also injured during 
the protests to demand 
closure of the Sterlite Cop-
per smelter plant.

T h e  p e t i t i o n  h a s 
termed as inadequate 
the compensation of Rs 
10 lakh to the families of 
those killed during the 
protest. It has sought com-
pensation of Rs 50 lakh to 
the families of those who 
were killed in the firing and 
Rs 25 lakh to those who 
were seriously injured in 
the police firing.

It has further sought 
restoration of internet 
services in the districts 
of Tuticorin, Tirunelveli 
and Kanyakumari in Tamil 
Nadu.

Seeking a court-mon-
itored CBI probe, the plea 
has alleged that the state 
police would not be able 
to conduct a free and fair 
investigation into the in-
cident due to the involve-
ment of senior police of-
ficials.

New Delhi, May 25 (IANS): 
With petrol and diesel 
rates rising daily, the Cen-
tral government on Friday 
advocated bringing trans-
port fuel under the GST to 
curb the price hike.

While Road Transport 
and Highways Minister 
Nitin Gadkari said that 
bringing petrol and die-
sel under the Goods and 
Services Tax (GST) will 
benefit the states, Finance 
Minister Piyush Goyal said 
if the GST Council decides 
to go for it, the Centre will 
welcome the move.

“Petrol and diesel 
should have been brought 
under the GST. I asked 
officials during a presenta-
tion if we bring fuel prices 
under GST will it benefit 
the states or not. They said 
‘yes’, they will benefit,” 
Gadkari said at a news 
conclave here on the four 
years of the Modi govern-
ment.

Finance Minister Goy-
al said the government 
was concerned about the 
rise in fuel prices and the 
issue of bringing it un-
der the ambit of GST had 
repeatedly come under 
discussion.

“There will be more 
discussion on the issue 
during the next GST Coun-

cil meet. All decisions are 
taken with consensus 
among all states. 

“If the Council decides 
to bring petrol and diesel 
under GST, the (Central) 
government will welcome 
it,” Goyal said at the India 
News conclave.

He added that the 
government was also 
formulating a long-term 
comprehensive policy to 
address the issue of fuel 
prices.

The government was 
thinking of a policy which 
addresses the issue from 
the consumer point of 
view -- wherein they don’t 
have to pay really high 
price for the fuel -- while 
also ensuring that govern-
ment revenue from taxes 
on petrol and diesel does 
not shrink, Goyal said.

“We want a balance 
between the two since 
revenue from the tax funds 
various government wel-
fare initiatives,” he said.

“So the solution should 
ensure that development 
programmes continue 
while the consumer is also 
protected from the exces-
sive burden due to high 
fuel prices,” the Minister 
added. 

Earlier, Gadkari said 
that states were wary of 

losing revenue on account 
of taxes they collect from 
fuel prices and liquor.

“It will be good if fuel 
prices are brought under 
GST. This will not only re-
duce the fuel prices but 
will also increase the gov-
ernment’s revenue.”

He, however, said it 
was his personal opinion 
and the ultimate decision 
regarding this remained 
with the Petroleum Min-
istry. The Minister said 
fuel prices were surging 
because of international 
crude oil rate.

“Earlier, we were giv-
ing subsidy on the import 
(of fuels). When the rates 
came down, the subsidy 
was removed. We are part 
of a global economy... The 
price of petrol and diesel 
are increasing due to rise 
of their price in interna-
tional rates.”

He said the money that 
was saved from removing 
subsidy on fuel allowed 
the government to give 
free LPG connections to 
eight crore families across 
India.

Petrol prices across the 
four metros increased by 
over I 3 per litre in 12 days 
after dynamic pricing sys-
tem was resumed on May 
14.

Shailaja added. The Nipah 
virus affected Kozhikode 
and Malappuram districts, 
where around 200 patients 

suffering from fever have 
been kept under observa-
tion.

Nipah virus is transmit-

ted to humans through 
infected fruit bats, pigs 
or other Nipah-infected 
persons.

 Tests have ruled out bats 
being behind the spread 
of the Nipah virus that 

took 12 lives in Kerala’s 
Kozhikode and Malap-
puram districts, officials 

said on Friday.
A total of 21 samples 

from bats and pigs were 

sent to the High Security 
Animal Diseases laborato-
ry at Bhopal but all turned 
out negative according 
to the results, obtained 
late Friday evening, said 
officials.

Early this week, a 
team led by Central Ani-
mal Husbandry Commis-
sioner S.P. Suresh, after 
examination of animals 
in the affected areas near 
here, said no incidence 
of Nipah virus had been 
identified in animals and 
it was the humans who 
had been affected.

The samples sent to 
Bhopal included those 
taken from bats found in 
the house of disease vic-
tim Moosa in the worse-
affected Perambara vil-
lage. His two sons and 
another relative also suc-
cumbed.

All the 21 samples 
were collected from in 
and nearby Perambara.

With the results show-
ing that this virus has not 
come from bats, the au-
thorities have now decid-
ed to conduct more tests 
to locate its source.

operation - at Visva Bharati 
University campus, to-
gether with Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, Hasina 
expressed gratitude to In-
dia for “standing beside 
Bangladesh in times of 
crisis”.

“We shall never forget 
how India stood beside 
us during 1971 liberation 
war,” she said.

Talking about Bangla-
desh Bhavan, set up by her 
government, Hasina said, 
“We are delighted with 
our share in Visva Bharati 
University. The students, 
scholars and teachers will 
be immensely benefitted 
from this Bhavan.” 

Remembering Rab-
indra Nath Tagore, Hasina 
said the bard had built the 
university to give shape to 
his ideals.

“Tagore belongs to both 
India and Bangladesh be-
cause he has written the 
national anthems of both 
the nations. He wrote most 
of his poems in Bangladesh 
and that is why we can 
claim a greater right over 
him,” she added.
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Summit with North Korea’s Kim Jong-un 
could still go ahead on June 12 — Trump

France charges two ex-spies with 
passing secrets to ‘foreign power’

Assange’s refuge in Ecuadorian 
embassy ‘in jeopardy’

Will prosecute those 
responsible for 
downing MH17 — 
Malaysia

Nearly 46 million young voters hold key to Pak elections 

Venezuela’s Maduro sworn 
in for second six-year term 

Putin says ‘of course’ Russian 
rocket did not shoot down MH17 

Facebook, Twitter introduce new guidelines for political ads 

Iran, world powers meet to salvage nuclear deal

15 injured in IED attack at Indian restaurant in Canada 

Washington, May 25 
(PTI): US President Don-
ald Trump today said his 
summit with North Ko-
rea’s leader Kim Jong-un 
could still happen on June 
12 after officials on both 
sides started talking, a 
day after he cancelled it, 
citing Pyongyang’s “open 
hostility”.

Trump said the lines 
of communication had 
opened between the two 
countries after Trump ad-
ministration officials yes-
terday said that the North 
Koreans had become un-
responsive, leading to the 
planned summit’s cancel-
lation.

“We’ll see what hap-
pens. We are talking to 
them now,” Trump said 
at the White House before 
boarding Marine One for 
a commencement ad-
dress in Annapolis.

“They very much want 
to do it. We’d like to do 
it. We will see what hap-
pens,” he said.

Trump appeared to be 
optimistic even about the 
cancelled June 12 summit 
in Singapore. “It could 
be even on 12th June, he 

Paris, May 25 (PTI/AFP): 
Two former French spies, 
one of whom was report-
edly posted in Beijing, have 
been charged with passing 
intelligence to a “foreign 
power”, a disclosure that 
has rocked the country’s 
intelligence services.

Defence Minister Flor-
ence Parly, who oversees 
the country’s General Di-
rectorate for External Secu-
rity (DGSE), said today that 
she was not in a position to 
identify the country which 
recruited the agents, who 
were discovered and in-
dicted in December.

“Two French agents 
in our service and prob-
ably one of the spouses of 
these agents are accused 
of serious acts likely to be 
considered acts of treason, 
on suspicions of delivering 
information to a foreign 
power,” Parly told CNews 
television.

“France has partners 
but we live in a dangerous 
world, and unfortunately 
these types of things can 
happen.” French media 
reports, citing sources close 
to the inquiry, said China is 
suspected.

Parly said the agents 
were “quite likely” still in 
service at the time but in-

vestigators were still de-
termining how long they 
had been passing along 
intelligence.

She also declined to 
specify the nature of com-
promised information, nor 
to reveal if the two agents 
were working together.

A judicial source told 
AFP late yesterday that two 
of the three suspects are 
being prosecuted for “de-
livering to a foreign power 
information that under-
mines the fundamental 
interests of the nation” and 
“compromising the secrecy 
of national defence”.

The third person -- be-
lieved to be the wife -- has 
been indicted for “con-
cealment of treasonable 
crimes” and placed under 
judicial control, meaning 
they are subject to cer-
tain constraints pending 
trial, according to the same 
source.

The armed forces min-
istry said: “These acts of 
extreme gravity have been 
detected by this service, 
which has brought these 
facts to its knowledge to the 
Paris prosecutor.” 

The revelations came 
just a few weeks after US 
authorities said they had 
indicted a former Central 

Intelligence Agency op-
erative on charges of spying 
for China, following his ar-
rest in January.

France’s domestic intel-
ligence service, the General 
Directorate for Internal Se-
curity, first discovered the 
suspected double agents, 
before alerting the defence 
ministry, which began its 
own investigations.

In a statement, the 
DGSE -- similar to Brit-
ain’s MI6 or the United 
States’s CIA -- said the rev-
elations “are a major area 
of focus for the DGSE as 
well all French counter-
intelligence services.” “We 
are being extremely vigilant 
in this matter,” Parly told 
CNews.

The three people were 
charged on December 22, 
2017, and two have been 
detained since then, the 
judicial source told AFP.

Yesterday, France’s 
Quotidien television pro-
gramme and Le Monde 
newspaper reported that 
four people were suspected 
of having been recruited by 
the Chinese authorities to 
spy on French foreign intel-
ligence operations.

The defence ministry 
has refused to comment on 
the reports.

Washington, May 25 
(IANS):  WikiLeaks found-
er Julian Assange’s nearly 
six-year refuge inside the 
Ecuadorian Embassy in 
London is “in jeopardy” 
as he faces possible arrest 
by British authorities and 
subsequent extradition 
to the US, a media report 
said.

Assange has in the past 
claimed his position in the 
embassy was under threat 
but his current situation 
is “unusually bad” and 
he could leave the em-

bassy “any day now”, in-
formed sources told CNN 
on Thursday. 

“He will be forced out 
or made to feel so restrict-
ed that he might choose 
to leave on his own,” the 
sources said.

Earlier this year, the 
Ecuadorian government 
cut off Assange’s access 
to the internet, making it 
virtually impossible for 
him to manage WikiLeaks.

He has also had his 
access to visitors severely 
restricted. Assange is now 

AP/PTI

Donald Trump (File Photo)

AP/PTI

 Police stand outside the Bombay Bhel restaurant in Mississauga, Canada Friday May 25, 2018.

Julian Assange

said in response to a ques-
tion. “We will see what 
happens,” said the US 
President.

The summit, the first 
time a sitting US presi-
dent had met a North Ko-
rean leader, would have 
focused on ways of de-
nuclearising the Korean 
peninsula and reducing 

tensions.
Asked whether the 

North Koreans were play-
ing games, Trump ac-
knowledged they were -- 
and suggested he was too.

“Eve r y b o d y  p l a y s 
games. You know that,” 
he told reporters when 
asked about the ongoing 
talks. “You know that bet-

ter than anybody.” 
Washington has made 

it clear it wants to see the 
“complete, verifiable and 
irreversible denuclearisa-
tion” of North Korea. But 
Pyongyang has vowed 
it will never give up its 
nuclear deterrence until 
it feels safe from what it 
terms US aggression.

Yesterday, in a letter to 
Kim, Trump announced 
that he was cancelling 
their June 12 summit 
meeting in Singapore. 
He blamed Pyongyang’s 
“tremendous anger” and 
“open hostility” for his 
decision.

Later the White House 
said a “trail of broken 
promises” by the North 
Koreans, including keep-
ing a team of US officials 
waiting in Singapore for 
a preparatory meeting, 
left Trump with no choice 
but to cancel his proposed 
summit with Kim.

In a statement, North 
Korea regretted the can-
cellation of the summit 
and said that it was willing 
to meet anytime in any 
way. Trump described it 
as a very good news.

North Korea’s Vice-
Foreign Minister Kim 
Kye-gwan said Trump’s 
cancellation decision was 
“extremely regrettable”.

“It was a very nice 
statement they put out. 
We will see what hap-
pens,” Trump told report-
ers in response to another 
question.

only allowed to see his 
lawyers, who said their 
phones are jammed while 
they are inside the em-
bassy. 

British authorities 
have said that they would 
issue a warrant for As-
sange’s arrest if he were to 
leave the embassy, CNN 
reported.

He faces charges in the 
UK for breach of bail for 
failing to surrender for 
extradition to Sweden, de-
spite the fact that Sweden 
stopped investigating an 
allegation of rape against 
Assange in 2017. 

Swedish prosecutors 
however, maintain the 
right to resume the inves-
tigation if Assange leaves 
the embassy.

The US has prepared 
charges to seek the arrest 
of Assange, who US intel-
ligence agencies believe 
Russia used as an interme-
diary to distribute hacked 
emails from Hillary Clin-
ton’s campaign during the 
2016 presidential election.

Ecuador’s President, 
Lenin Moreno, is under 
increasing pressure from 
the US to expel Assange.

Kuala Lumpur, May 25 
(IANS): Malaysia said on 
Friday that it was deter-
mined to “prosecute those 
responsible” for the down-
ing of the Malaysia Airlines 
flight MH17 over Ukraine 
and has “resolved to seek 
justice for the victims”.

The Foreign Ministry 
said in a statement that it 
would study the joint in-
vestigation team’s findings 
and reiterated the team’s 
call for information from 
insiders and witnesses, Efe 
news reported.

The statement comes 
a day after a Dutch-led 
international team of 
investigators said it was 
“convinced” that the BUK 
missile system used to 
shoot down the plane 
came from the 53rd Anti 
Aircraft Missile Brigade, a 
unit of the Russian army 
from Kursk, near the 
Ukrainian border.

The Boeing 777 crash 
on July 17, 2014 killed all 
298 people on board when 
it was shot down flying 
from Amsterdam to Kuala 
Lumpur.

Islamabad, May 25 (PTI): 
Nearly 46 million young 
voters out of the 105 mil-
lion eligible for voting in 
Pakistan will play a key 
role in determining the 
next government when 
the general election is ex-
pected to be held in July.

The current govern-
ment led by the Pakistan 
Muslim League - Nawaz 
(PML-N) will complete 
its tenure on May 31 post 
which a caretaker gov-
ernment will oversee the 
election which is pro-
posed to be held between 
July 25 and 27.

A total of 59.2 million 
males and 46.7 million 
females constitute the 
electoral roll across the 
six provinces Pakistan, 
which has a population 
of over 200 million, ac-
cording to data on the 
website of the Election 
Commission of Pakistan 

(ECP).
A triangular contest 

between the governing 
PML-N led by prime min-
ister Shahid Khaqan Ab-
basi, cricketer-turned 
politician Imran Khan’s 
PTI and former president 
Asif Ali Zardari’s PPP is on 
the cards.

Bu t  p o l l  a n a l y s t s 
believe that this time 
it would be the young 
blood coupled with the 
power of social media 
who would play a pivotal 
role in deciding the fu-
ture regime of the world’s 
sixth most populous 
country.

A huge number of 
young voters - a majority 
of whom use social media 
- could not only influ-
ence the electorate using 
propaganda tools on on-
line platforms, but also 
alter the electoral scene 
in several constituencies 

if they turn out in large 
numbers on the election 
day, the Dawn newspaper 
quoted analysts as say-
ing. According to the age-
wise data collated from 
official sources, there are 
17.44 million voters be-
tween the ages of 18 and 
25, 28.99 million between 
26 and 35, while 22.48 mil-
lion between 36 and 45.

The voters  in  the 
age bracket between 18 
years and 35 years are 
described as young vot-
ers. This group in the age 
brackets of 18-25 and 26-
35 forms 43.82 per cent of 
total voters.

Of the 17.44 million 
voters under 25, 10.13 
million are in Punjab 
province, 3.11 million 
in Sindh, 2.77 million in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
(KP), 0.774 million in Ba-
lochistan, 0.558 million 
in the Federally-Admin-

istered Tribal Areas and 
0.117 million are from the 
federal capital.

Of the 28.99 million 
voters between the ages 
of 26 and 35 years, 16.09 
million are from Punjab, 
6.17 million from Sindh, 
4.49 million from KP, 1.23 
million from Balochistan, 
0.776 million from FATA 
and 0.208 million from 
the federal capital.

In the electoral rolls 
prepared for the 2013 
general polls, the total 
number of voters was 
86.18 million, of which 
17.5 million voters were 
under 25, while 24.2 mil-
lion voters were between 
26 and 35, 17.2 million 
between 36 and 45, 12 
million between 46 and 
55, 8.4 million in the age 
bracket of 56 to 65 years, 
while 6.7 million voters 
were above 66 years of 
age.

Caracas, May 25 (PTI/
AFP): Venezuela’s Nico-
las Maduro was sworn in 
today for a second term 
as president of the crisis-
wracked Latin American 
country, just days after 
winning an election boy-
cotted by the opposition 
and decried abroad.

Maduro swore “to 
respect and enforce the 
Constitution and lead all 
revolutionary changes” in a 
ceremony before the Con-
stituent Assembly, which 
he set up himself last year 
and stacked with his sup-
porters.

In power since 2013, 
the socialist leader said 
those changes should lead 
Venezuela to “the peace, 
prosperity and happiness 
of our people.” Maduro 
later plans to attend an 
event at the defense min-
istry in Caracas to receive 
a “reaffirmation of loyalty” 
from the armed forces’ 

high command.
The 55-year-old former 

bus driver was re-elected 
Sunday in a vote boycotted 
by the main opposition 
and widely condemned by 
the international commu-
nity, including the United 
States, which denounced 
it as a “sham.” His election 
for a second six-year term 
maintains him in the presi-
dency until 2025.

The parliament was de-
clared in contempt by the 
Supreme Court two years 
ago, and consequently its 
decisions are now consid-
ered null and void.

Under the constitu-
tion, the inauguration of 
Maduro’s new term was 
to be held next January. 
Prior to the swearing-in, 
the Assembly approved by 
a show of hands a decree 
clarifying the new mandate 
would begin on January 10 
even if Maduro was to be 
sworn in immediately.

Saint Petersburg, May 25 
(PTI/AFP):  Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin said 
today the rocket that shot 
down flight MH17 over 
war-torn eastern Ukraine 
in 2014 was “of course” 
not Russian, dismissing 
the Dutch and Australian 
decision to blame Mos-
cow for the tragedy.

Asked at an economic 
forum in Saint Petersburg 
if the rocket was Russian, 
Putin said: “Of course 
not.” The Russian leader 
added that there is “noth-
ing that inspires confi-
dence” in the interna-
tional investigation and 
that “several versions” of 
what happened exist.

The Netherlands and 
Australia today took the 
first step towards drag-
ging Russia to court over 
the shooting down of the 
flight, accusing Moscow 
of being responsible for 
the disaster.

The move won swift 
support from internation-
al allies, a day after inves-
tigators concluded that 
the Russian-made BUK 
missile which tore apart 
the Boeing 777 passen-
ger plane in mid-air on 
July 17, 2014 came from a 
Russian military brigade 
based in the southwestern 
city of Kursk.

All 298 people on the 
flight en route from Am-
sterdam to Kuala Lumpur 
were killed when the mis-
sile slammed into the 
plane as it flew over terri-
tory held by pro-Russian 
rebels in eastern Ukraine.

Foreign Minister Ser-
gei Lavrov said on Friday 
he had been informed 
by his Dutch counter-
part Stef Blok that “they 
have practically no doubt 
that the BUK came from 
Russia.” “I asked him 
about facts proving these 
claims.    

Vienna, May 25 (IANS): 
Senior officials from Iran 
and five major powers met 
in the Austrian capital on 
Friday to salvage the 2015 
nuclear deal following the 
US’ recent withdrawal 
from the agreement.

The meeting of officials 
from China, Russia, Ger-
many, the UK and France 
with Iran was held in Vi-
enna, where the pact was 
finalised in 2015. It is the 
first such meeting since US 

President Donald Trump 
dumped the nuclear agree-
ment, also known as the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan 
of Action (JCPOA), on May 
8 and moved to reimpose 
sanctions against Iran.

The sanctions will 
come into force on August 
6, Efe news reported.

In a statement, head 
of the Iranian delegation 
and Deputy Foreign Min-
ister for Political Affairs 
Abbas Araghchi said that 

Iran would decide whether 
or not to stay in the nuclear 
pact after the meeting’s 
intensive discussions.

International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) chief 
Yukiya Amano took part in 
the meeting and stated that 
Iran had till date complied 
with the terms stipulated 
in the nuclear agreement.

On Thursday,  the 
IAEA, which oversees 
Iran’s nuclear activities, 
confirmed in a report that 

the country’s production 
and storage of enriched 
uranium and heavy water 
as well as access to its 
nuclear installations has 
thus far complied with the 
2015 pact.

Quarterly meetings be-
tween Iran and the world 
powers had been held 
since the agreement en-
tered into force in January 
2016, but Friday’s meeting 
was convened without the 
US.

San Francisco, May 25 (IANS): In 
a fresh attempt to prevent foreign 
interference in elections globally, Fa-
cebook and Twitter have announced 
new guidelines for political advertise-
ments on their platforms, beginning 
with the US.

Facebook has begun labelling 
all political and issue ads, including 
a “Paid for by” disclosure from the 
advertiser at the top of the advertise-
ment. Advertisers wanting to run ads 
with political content in the US will 
also need to verify their identity and 
location, the social media giant said 
in a blog post late Thursday.

Twitter on the other hand is ask-
ing advertisers who wish to target the 

US with political campaigning ads 
to file for certification and adhere to 
fresh rules. The changes, currently 
introduced in the US, are aimed at 
preventing a situation like the 2016 
US presidential election when Rus-
sian advertisers created fake posts 
and bought ads to interfere in the 
election process.

According to Rob Leathern, Di-
rector of Product Management at 
Facebook, “when you click on the 
label, you’ll be taken to an archive 
with more information. For example, 
the campaign budget associated 
with an individual ad and how many 
people saw it -- including their age, 
location and gender”. If people see 

an ad which they believe has political 
content and is not labelled, they can 
report back to Facebook.

The policy applies to ads pur-
chased by a political committee or 
candidate registered with the Federal 
Election Commission (FEC) or ads 
advocating for or against a clearly 
identified candidate for Federal of-
fice in the US. Foreign nationals are 
prohibited from targeting political 
campaigning advertisements to the 
US, Twitter said. The Twitter handle 
associated with the certified ads ac-
count must provide profile photo, 
header photo and the website must 
be consistent with the Twitter han-
dle’s online presence.

Mississauga (Canada), 
May 25 (IANS):  Canadian 
police were using every 
resource to capture the 
two men responsible for 
a “horrendous” bomb 
attack on an Indian res-
taurant during birthday 
celebrations in this To-
ronto suburb that injured 
15 people, regional police 
chief Jennifer Evans said 
on Friday.

While the investi-
gation was in the early 
stages, there were no in-
dications so far that the 
Thursday night attack at 
Bombay Bhel restaurant 
with an improvised ex-
plosive device (IED) was 
a terrorist or a hate crime, 
she said at a news confer-
ence near the restaurant.

“But  we have not 

ruled out anything,” she 
added.

Two birthday celebra-
tions were taking place at 
the restaurant at the time 
of the attack, but fortu-
nately no child was hurt, 
she said.

Mississauga has a 
South Asian population 
of about 175,000 or nearly 
20 per cent of its popula-
tion.

E v a n s  d e s c r i b e d 
one attacker as “light-
skinned” in his mid-20s 
and the other as “fair-
skinned” and said both 
had the hood of their 
jackets pulled over their 
heads, wore baseball 
caps and had dark cloth 
covering their faces.

Po l i c e  a c r o s s  t h e 
Greater Toronto Area and 
the federal agency, the 
Canadian Royal Mounted 
Police, were looking for 
the attackers while an 
intelligence team was 
w o r k i n g  b e h i n d  t h e 
scene.

External Affairs Min-
ister  Sushma Swaraj 
tweeted that she was “in 
constant touch with our 
Consul General in Toron-
to and Indian High Com-
missioner in Canada”.

“Our missions will 
work round the clock,” 
she added.

Mississauga Mayor 
Bonnie Crombie, who 
was also at the news con-
ference, said she had spo-
ken to Consul-General 
Dinesh Bhatia.

The other 12 injured, 
who ranged in age from 
23 to 69, were taken to lo-
cal hospitals and released 
after treatment.
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Elton John biopic to release in May 2019
“Rocketman”, a biopic on living legendary musician Elton John, will release on 
May 17, 2019. Taron Egerton is portraying John at various stages of his life, which 
includes a five-decade long career. Paramount Pictures has announced the musi-
cal movie will hit cinemas on May 17, 2019, reports deadline.com. Dexter Fletcher 
is directing the film from a script by Lee Hall. John is producing it with Marv Films 
and Matthew Vaughn alongside the singer’s Rocket Pictures partner and husband 
David Furnish. Shooting on the project will begin in August and Egerton will be 
singing some of John’s most famous compositions himself for it. Discussing the 
tone of the movie, the 28-year-old British actor has teased that it will be a “fantasy 
musical” inspired by the musician’s journey to the top rather than a straightfor-
ward biopic. (IANS)

Weinstein surrenders 
over sexual 
misconduct charges

Morgan Freeman accused of sexual harassment by 8 women

Documentary to expose R. 
Kelly’s sexual harassment cases

Danny Boyle to direct 
next Bond film with Craig

Tali Angh to release “City of light” today 

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

2.30 pm, 5.30 pm: Deadpool 2 (Eng)

10 am, 3 pm, 8 pm: Parmanu (Hindi)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

H
ollywood film 
producer Harvey 
Weinstein, ac-
cused by over 60 
women of sexual 

harassment, on Friday surren-
dered to police here to face 
charges of sexual misconduct.

Weinstein arrived at a New 
York police precinct in Manhat-
tan where he was expected to 
face charges involving at least 
one of the women who have 
accused him of sexual assault, 
Lucia Evans, law enforcement 
officials told The New York 
Times, reports theguardian.
com.

It is the first criminal case to 
be brought against Weinstein 
since the revelations about him 
erupted in October and sparked 
the #MeToo movement.

The office of Attorney 
Benjamin Brafman, who is 
representing Weinstein, said 
on Thursday that he would not 
comment on reports of Wein-
stein’s surrender. 

Weinstein, 66, is expected to 
be taken to Manhattan criminal 
court to be brought on trial on 
the charges. He has denied all 

allegations of non-consensual 
sex.

As part of a pre-negotiated 
bail package, Weinstein is 
expected to put up $1 million 
in cash and agree to wear a 
monitoring device. He will also 
surrender his passport, accord-
ing to reports.

Before Weinstein’s surrender, 
one of his accusers, actor Rose 
McGowan, said: “I and so many 
of Harvey Weinstein’s survivors 
had given up hope that our rap-
ist would be held accountable 
by law... Today we are one step 
closer to justice.”

Filmmaker Ava DuVernay 
also posted that “Karma never 
loses an address” while actress 
Lauren Sivan wrote: “It’s been 
a long time coming and today 
my fellow victims and I rejoice 
and pray no one ever underes-
timates the power of women 
when we stand together + 
scream the truth.”

Weinstein is known for 
producing movies like “Shake-
speare In Love”, “Crouching 
Tiger, Hidden Dragon”, “Shall We 
Dance?” and “Lion”.

IANS

L
egendary actor Morgan 
Freeman, 80, has been 
accused of sexual harass-
ment by eight women. He 
has denied it saying he 

has never intended to make anyone 
uncomfortable.

A CNN report has quoted 
multiple women, including journal-
ists, describing troubling incidents 
throughout the Oscar winning actor’s 
career that spans nearly five decades.

In all, 16 people spoke to CNN 
about Freeman as part of the inves-
tigation -- eight witnesses and eight 
who claim to be victims. They have 
alleged he behaved inappropriately 
on set, while promoting his mov-
ies and at his production company 
Revelations Entertainment.

CNN’s reporter Chloe Melas, who 
co-authored the article, was the only 
victim who spoke on the record.

Sexual comments and incidents 
of unsolicited touching have been 
mentioned by multiple women.

“He did comment on our bod-

ies... We knew that if he was coming 
by... not to wear any top that would 
show our breasts, not to wear any-
thing that would show our bottoms, 
meaning not wearing clothes that 
(were) fitted,” said a senior member 
of the production staff of the movie 
“Now You See Me”.

CNN reached out to Freeman’s 
spokesperson for comment and 
then, at his request, e-mailed him 
a detailed list of the accusations 
against “The Shawshank Redemp-
tion” star. While the spokesperson 
did not respond to multiple follow-
ups by email seeking comment on 
the accusations, Freeman released 
a statement after the article was 
published.

It read: “Anyone who knows me 
or has worked with me knows I am 
not someone who would inten-
tionally offend or knowingly make 
anyone feel uneasy.

“I apologise to anyone who felt 
uncomfortable or disrespected -- 
that was never my intent.” 

The revelations against Freeman 
have come forward in wake of the 
#MeToo movement, which began 
after Hollywood producer Harvey 
Weinstein was accused by multi-
ple women of sexual harassment. 

It opened up the Pandora’s Box of 
such cases and more for several 
other stars who had been indulging 
in inappropriate behaviour over the 
years.

IANS

S
inger-song-
writer R. 
Kellys alleged 
sexual abuse 
of women and 

girls is the focus of a new 
documentary feature film 
being developed for Hulu.

The film will feature 
BuzzFeed News reporting 
by Jim DeRogatis - the 
veteran music critic and 
radio host who broke the 
story on Kelly’s alleged 
sex cult last year, reports 
variety.com.

Kelly has been ac-
cused of sexually abusive 
and inappropriate behav-
iour toward numerous 
women and girls over 
the past two decades, 
including allegations from 
at least five women this 
month. 

In 2002, he was in-
dicted on multiple counts 
of child pornography be-
fore being acquitted later. 
The R&B artiste has never 
been convicted of a crime.

The documentary 

for Hulu will also fea-
ture interviews with key 
figures involved in Kelly’s 
past, including several 
survivors and the singer’s 
associates.  DeRogatis 
will provide commentary 
in the film and will also 
serve as a consulting 
producer.

According to DeRoga-
tis’ news story published 
in July 2017, Kelly had 
“brainwashed” multiple 
young women who lived 
in his homes in Atlanta 

and Chicago after their 
parents brought them 
to him in an effort to ad-
vance their music careers. 

Kelly reportedly re-
corded his sexual encoun-
ters with the women, and 
allegedly subjected them 
to verbal and physical 
abuse.

There’s no expected 
premiere date till now for 
the yet untitled film. It 
will be directed by Lyric R. 
Cabral.

IANS

O
scar-winning director 
Danny Boyle is to reunite 
with his “Trainspotting” ac-
tor Daniel Craig for the 25th 
Bond film.

Boyle will also reunite with “Trainspot-
ting” writer John Hodge, who is creating an 
original screenplay.

Production is set to begin on Decem-
ber 3 at the UK’s Pinewood Studios. 

Craig and Boyle will be working to-
gether after they made a short film for the 
2012 London Olympics.

MGM will release the film theatrically 
in the US on November 8, 2019, through 
its new joint venture for domestic theatri-
cal distribution with Annapurna Pictures. 
Universal will release internationally com-
mencing with a traditional earlier release 
in the UK on October 25, 2019.

Under this arrangement, MGM will 
retain digital and worldwide television 
distribution rights. 

Universal will also handle physical 
home entertainment distribution.

“We are delighted to announce that the 
exceptionally talented Danny Boyle will be 
directing Daniel Craig in his fifth outing as 
James Bond in the 25th instalment of the 
franchise. We will begin shooting Bond 25 
at Pinewood Studios in December with 
our partners at MGM and thrilled that 
Universal will be our international dis-
tributor,” Michael G. Wilson and Barbara 
Broccoli of EON Productions, said in a 
statement to IANS.

President, Motion Picture Group 
Jonathan Glickman said that it is “in-
credibly gratifying to be releasing this 
film alongside the powerhouse team at 
Universal”.

IANS
Craig confirmed last August he would 

be returning to make his fifth Bond, having 
earlier starred in “Casino Royale”, “Quan-
tum of Solace”, “Skyfall” and “Spectre”.

Boyle’s other current projects include 
“All You Need is Love”, a Richard Curtis-
scripted film that revolves around the 
music of The Beatles.

IANS

Singer, songwriter and performer Tali Angh will be releasing the much anticipated music 
video    “City of lights” today on YouTube channel at 6 pm.  To his credit, Angh has suc-
cessful debut album “Take it slow” and singles “Heroes Never Fly Away” and “This Fire”. 
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SRH bowler Rashid Khan (R) with teammates celebrates after winning IPL-2018 Qualifier-2 match against KKR at 
Eden Garden in Kolkata on Friday.

PTIEngland’s James Anderson celebrates the wicket of Pakistan’s Azhar Ali for 50 during day-2 of the First NatWest 
Test Series match at Lord’s, London.

AP/PTI

Head coach Juergen Klopp of Liverpool and head coach Zinedine Zidane of Real Madrid in the final showdown.

Houston Rockets guard Eric Gordon, right, shoots past Golden State 
Warriors guard Klay Thompson during the first half in Game 5 of the NBA 
basketball playoffs Western Conference finals in Houston.

Real Madrid and Liverpool set to cross 
swords again in repeat of 1981 final

Rockets outlast Warriors in Game 
5, take 3-2 lead in West finals

Nagas have perquisite skill for Wushu, says Gabriel Khamo

Rashid’s all-round effort guide 
Sunrisers Hyderabad to IPL final

Azhar’s fifty helps Pakistan make 
steady progress against England

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, May 25 (EMN): 
And it all comes down to 
these two teams: Liverpool 
and Real Madrid. The UEFA 
Champions League Final 
is set to kick off on Sunday 
morning at 12:15 AM (IST) 
in Kiev!

Real Madrid and Liver-
pool will lock horns in the 
showpiece event on May 
26 at the NSC Olimpiyskiy 
Stadium in Kiev, Ukraine. 

Going into the match, 
the defending champions 
and 12-time winners Real 
Madrid are gunning for 
their third consecutive Eu-
ropean title; and given their 
love affair with this com-
petition, they are indeed 
the hot favourites heading 
to Kiev. They won the illu-
sive La Decima (the tenth) 
victory of this competi-
tion in 2014, 12 years after 
their ninth victory in 2002. 

They won again in 2016 and 
2017. They have won this 
trophy a record 12 times. 

However,  this time 
around they have formida-
ble opponent in Liverpool 
and it is certain that this 
contest wouldn’t be stroll in 
a park. Liverpool are seek-
ing the sixth in their history. 
The five-time winners’ last 
victory came in an aston-
ishing 2005 final against AC 
Milan. And Rafael Benitez, 
who coached the Liverpool 
team to victory in 2005 re-
cently said that ‘this Liver-
pool team is stronger than 
that Liverpool team’— the 
team of 2005. 

With a player almost 
as quick as Usain Bolt by 
their side, in Mohamed 
Salah (who is dubbed as 
‘the Egyptian Messi’), Real 
Madrid’s defenders are in 
for a tough ride. Liverpool’s 
front three have been in 

dominant form this sea-
son comprising of Roberto 
Firmino, Sadio Mane, and 
Mohamed Salah who just 
can’t seem to stop scor-
ing at the moment. Jur-
gen Klopp indeed fancies 
this time could be gold for 
them.

In contrast, with as 
good the forward line, 
Liverpool’s defence have 
uncanny habit of throw-
ing away big leads when it 
seems all is done; but, with 
the signing of Virgil van Dijk 
in January this year, things 
look controlled in that de-
partment too. Can they 
stop Ronaldo? At least their 
defender, Dejan Lovren 
thinks so.

However, Real Madrid 
are at least superior in pa-
pers as their players have 
immense experience on 
the biggest stage coming 
into the contest. Their do-

mestic campaign had been 
a ‘failure’, coming only sec-
ond to Barcelona in the La 
Liga table. Nonetheless, 
they love this competition 
and they had dethroned 
the likes of Italian heavy-
weights Juventus and Ger-
man warriors Bayern Mu-
nich en route to the final.

On the other hand, that 
Liverpool defeated the Eng-
lish Premier League win-
ners Manchester City, and 
Italian surprise package 
who broke the hearts of 
Barcelona, Roma, on the 
road to the final, speak vol-
umes about their hunger 
to inscribe their club in the 
European trophy.

With the charismatic 
German, Jurgen Klopp 
managing the English side 
makes this contest more 
intriguing. A manager 
known for his passion on 
the touchline, he would do 

anything to come back with 
a triumph to the English 
soil. He expressed belief 
that his players are in it to 
win it. His belief is ascer-
tained by the fact that he 
said, ‘Real are more experi-
enced, but experience isn’t 
everything.’

In Zinedine Zidane, 
there is a different story 
altogether. Having already 
won the trophy as a player 
and captain; and as a coach 
too, he is no stranger to this 
competition (note that he 
scored the winning goal 
in the 2002 Champions 
League Final). He knows 
the competition well and 
would utilise his vast reser-
voir of experience to taste 
ecstasy of winning a cham-
pions league once again. 
In his words: “Real Madrid 
have the same enthusiasm, 
dedication, and desire as 
always.” 

After all, the ball is go-
ing to get rolling come the 
midnight. There will be 
emotions— there will be 
cheers and there will be a 
few heartbreaks too.

Can Real Madrid do an 
unprecedented three in a 
row? Or will Liverpool steal 
the show?

This is the second time 
that the two teams are go-
ing to battle again at this 
stage after a gap of 36 years. 
The last time these two 
teams met back in 1981, the 
Reds got the better of the 
Los Blancos.

Will the history repeat 
itself for Liverpool or will a 
new history be written for 
Real Madrid?

Find out on Sunday at 
Ten Sports at 12:15 am IST. 

Houston, May 25 (AP): 
Chris Paul’s grit and veteran 
leadership have pushed 
the Golden State Warriors 
to the brink of elimination.

Now the Houston Rock-
ets must wait to see if his 
injured leg is strong enough 
to help them take one last 
step to the NBA Finals.

Er i c  G o rd o n  c a m e 
off the bench to score 24 
points and his steal on 
Golden State’s last posses-
sion secured a 98-94 victory 
Thursday night that gave 
the Rockets a 3-2 lead in 
the Western Conference 
finals. But the victory came 
with a cost, as Paul had 
to leave the game in the 
final minute with a right 
hamstring injury that could 
keep him out of Game 6.

“His spirits aren’t great,” 
coach Mike D’Antoni said. 
“He wanted to be out there, 
and for sure he’s worried ... 
we’ll see tomorrow how it 
goes.”

Paul  was receiving 
treatment after the game 
and did not speak to re-
porters.

The Rockets head to 
Oakland for Game 6 on 
Saturday night a win away 
from knocking off the de-
fending champions and 
advancing to the NBA Fi-
nals for the first time since 
winning back-to-back titles 
in 1994-95.

Kevin Durant scored 29 
points for the Warriors, who 
lost in Game 5 of a playoff 
series for just the second 
time since 2015. Just like 
Cleveland in the East, a run 
of three straight trips to the 
championship round is on 
the verge of ending.

“We haven’t been in this 
position before ... so it’s a 
chapter we need to figure 
out and finish the story,” 
Stephen Curry said.

The Rockets won a 
second straight defensive 
struggle between the two 
potent offenses, leaving the 
Warriors a loss from miss-
ing the NBA Finals for the 
first time since 2014.

Draymond Green made 
a 3-pointer with just over 
minute left to get Golden 
State within one. Harden, 
who was 0 for 11 on 3s, 
missed his last one with less 
than 30 seconds left, giving 
the Warriors the ball back.

Curry missed a floater 
and Trevor Ariza grabbed 
the rebound and was 

fouled with 10 seconds left. 
But he made just one of two 
free throws to give the War-
riors another chance.

But Gordon came up 
with his steal when Green 
lost control in the lane and 
added two free throws with 
2.4 seconds left to put it 
away.

Green was asked what 
was supposed to happen 
on the play.

“We was supposed to 
score,” he said. “I lost the 
ball ... not much more to it 
than that.”

Harden scoffed at a re-
porter who questioned him 
about his struggles from 
long range in the last two 
games, where he’s gone a 
combined 3 for 22.

“Who cares,” he said. 
“I’m just missing shots, but 
we’re winning.”

Klay Thompson shook 
off a knee injury that had 
his status for this game 
in question to score 23 
points and Curry added 
22. A bruised left knee kept 
Andre Iguodala out for the 
second straight game, and 
Kevon Looney started in 
his place.

After losing Game 1 
of the series, the Rockets 
made the best of home-

court advantage this time, 
thrilling a sellout crowd 
that included Justin Tim-
berlake, Houston Texans 
star J.J. Watt and rapper 
Travis Scott.

It’s Houston’s second 
straight win in the series af-
ter snapping Golden State’s 
NBA playoff-record, 16-
game home winning streak 
with a 95-92 victory on 
Tuesday night.

Golden State led by one 
to start the fourth before 
Paul got going, scoring sev-
en points to power a 10-5 
run that gave the Rockets 
an 81-77 lead with about 9 
1/2 minutes left.

Thompson made a 
3-pointer after that and 
then officials reviewed 
Paul’s first basket of the 
quarter and ruled he got it 
off after the shot clock ex-
pired, leaving the Warriors 
ahead 80-79.

The Rockets were cling-
ing to a one-point lead with 
about seven minutes left 
when Durant fouled Gor-
don on a 3-point attempt, 
losing one of his shoes in 
the process. Gordon made 
all three free throws to start 
a 7-2 spurt that extended 
the lead to 88-82 midway 
through the quarter.

London, May 25 (AFP): 
Azhar Ali made exactly 50 
as Pakistan’s batsmen con-
solidated the good work of 
their bowlers on the sec-
ond morning of the first 
Test at Lord’s on Friday.

At lunch, Pakistan were 
136 for three in reply to 
England’s meagre first in-
nings 184 -- a deficit of 48 
runs.

Asad Shafiq was 28 not 
out and Babar Azam eight 
not out after the tourists 
lost just two wickets in 
bowler-friendly condi-
tions after resuming on 50 
for one.

On Thursday, Pakistan 
pacemen Mohammad Ab-
bas and Hasan Ali had 
taken took four wickets 
apiece as they maintained 
a disciplined line and 
length.

It looked as if Pakistan, 
rather than their oppo-
nents, were more famil-
iar in classic early-season 
English conditions that 
England captain Joe Root 
would have expected to 
favour his side.

But Pakistan, whose 
players are effectively 
banned from the Indian 
Premier League, had en-
joyed arguably the better 
preparation for this two-
match series than some 
members of the England 
team. While the likes of 
Ben Stokes and Jos Buttler 
were appearing in the lu-
crative Twenty20 franchise 
tournament,  Pakistan 
were in England playing 
a trio of warm-up games.

And just prior to this 
match they played anoth-

Our Correspondent
Imphal, May 25(EMN): The five-day 
National Wushu Coaching course 
for Indian coaches held under the 
aegis of Wushu Association of India 
in collaboration with Sports Author-
ity of India (SAI) concluded at the 
Khuman Lampak Sports Complex 
on Friday.

Two Nagaland coaches-Gabriel 
Khamo and Manoj Dangiari were 
among the 31 Wushu coaches from 
from the NE states who participated 

in the coaching course.
Speaking to this Correspondent, 

Khamo said, “We’ve learn many new 
things from the coaching here. Now 
we can apply such new techniques 
and other practices to our trainees 
when we went back to our state.” 
Manoj Dangiari and Jaco Basuma-
tary, a coach from Assam’s Udalguri 
area also shared a similar sentiment.

Informing about the potential of 
Wushu in Nagaland –Gabriel Kha-
mo, the only NIS coach in Wushu 

said, “Our players could excel in 
Wushu not only in the national but 
in the international as we the Naga 
have the perquisite skill for the game 
if the necessary infrastructure and 
opportunities are provided.”

Nagaland Wushu players have 
won many medals during the Na-
tional Games held in Guwahati. 
There are around 20 national wushu 
players out of the state’s total 200 
plus players informed Khamo. 

Five Chinese wushu experts 

- Professor Zeng Fang of Chinese 
Wushu Association, Li Qiaoling of 
Beijing Sports University, Zhang 
Xiao Ou of Chengdu Institute of 
Physical Education, Qin Rancong 
of Guangxi Wushu teamnd Liang 
Yadong of Wahan Institute of Physi-
cal Education imparted the inten-
sive coaching on news techniques 
and other practices of the game to 
around 120 national wushu coaches 
representing 33 states and services 
across the country.

Kolkata, May 25 (PTI): Won-
der man from Afghanistan 
Rashid Khan produced an 
all-round effort to guide 
Sunrisers Hyderabad to a 
13-run win over Kolkata 
Knight Riders in the second 
qualifier and take the visi-
tors to the final of the Indian 
Premier League season 11 
here today.

Rashid (34 not out off 
10) first played a late cameo 
with the bat to help Sunris-
ers overcome a wobbly start 
and post a challenging 174 
for seven and then returned 
with a 3/19 spell from his 
four overs to guide his side 
to their second IPL final ap-
pearance. 

Besides his exploits with 
the bat and ball, Rashid 
grabbed two important 
catches at deep mid-wick-
et in the final over of the 
innings to emerge as the 
stand-out performer.

Sunrisers will now take 
on two-time champions 
Chennai Super Kings in the 
summit clash in Mumbai on 
Sunday. 

In their pursuit of 175, 
KKR were off to a scintillat-
ing start scoring 40 off 3.2 
overs before Sunil Narine 
perished caught by Carlos 
Brathwaite off Siddharth 
Kaul (2/32).

But by then Narine and 
Chris Lynn (48 off 31) had 
already done the initial 
damage as they went ham-
mer and tongs against the 
Sunrisers bowlers from the 
word go.

Narine made 26 off 13 
balls with the help of four 
boundaries and one six be-

er Test in similarly over-
cast conditions, beating 
debutants Ireland by five 
wickets in Dublin.

Pakistan resumed with 
Azhar 18 not out and Haris 
Sohail 21 not out.

The second-wicket duo 
continued to be watchful 
in defence and leave the 
ball when appropriate. But 
they did take advantage 
of loose and over-pitched 
deliveries.

Azhar drilled Stuart 
Broad through the cov-
ers and forced Ben Stokes 

off the back foot through 
point for another well-
struck four.

Left-hander  Har is, 
meanwhile, drove England 
spearhead James Ander-
son down the ground.

But Mark Wood even-
tually ended a partnership 
worth 75 runs.

Having tried to ‘rough 
up’ both batsmen from 
around thw wicket, the 
fast bowler slipped in a 
fuller-length delivery that 
Haris (39), perhaps de-
ceived into expecting an-

other short ball, edged 
to wicket-keeper Jonny 
Bairstow.

The experienced Azhar 
completed a 133-ball fifty 
but had failed to add to 
his score when he was lbw 
to Anderson, England’s 
all-time leading Test wick-
et-taker, who had been 
switched to the Nursery 
End by Root.

Pakistan ended the 
session with a flourish as 
Asad hoisted debutant off-
spinner Dominic Bess for 
a six over midwicket.

fore departing.
But that didn’t stop Lynn 

and new man in Nitish Rana 
(22) as the duo continued to 
bat aggressively and picked 
up boundaries and sixes at 
will to take KKR to 81 for one 
after eight overs.

Just when it looked KKR 
were on course, four quick 
wickets brought Sunrisers 
back into the match.

First Rana got run out 
in the ninth over and then 
a struggling Robin Uthappa 
was cleaned up by Rashid 
in the 11th over as the bats-

man went for an expansive 
reverse sweep.

To make matters worse 
for KKR, skipper Dinesh 
Karthik was castled by Shak-
ib Al Hasan in the 12th over 
before Rashid caught set 
batsman Lynn plumb in 
front of the wicket in the 
next over as the Australian 
went for a sweep.

Rashid then came back 
an over later to dismiss dan-
gerous Andre Russell as the 
West Indian edged a googly 
straight to Shikhar Dha-
wan at the lone slip as KKR 

slipped to 118 for six.
Piyush Chawla scored a 

run-a-ball 12 before getting 
out but it was young Shub-
man Gill (30) who kept KKR 
in the hunt, hitting Kaul over 
mid-off boundary in the last 
ball off the penultimate over 
to bring down the equation 
to 19 off last over.

Shivam Mavi then hit 
Brathwaite for a boundary 
in the first ball off the final 
over before the West Indian 
picked up Mavi and Gill with 
consecutive deliveries to 
shut the door for the hosts.
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