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LS by-election is not a 
contest between tribes but 
between parties — says Rio

NPF banks on Dimapur for by-election vote as a ‘secular party’

Pughoboto’s BJP complaints against 
MLA breaching election code of conduct

Horticulture advisor campaigns 
for Tokheho Yepthomi

Adolescent club honours members

India to host World 
Environment Day on June 5

Nipah virus: Health department 
lists out safety measures

•	 Zeliang	calls	NDPP	‘cocktail’	party
•	 Neinu	declares	NPF	will	come	back	to	power	within	this	year	

Mhathung Yanthan addressing party workers on May 22 at Sanis town in 
Wokha district.

Members of the Nagaland Adolescent Girls’ Club and others in Kohima on May 24.

TR Zeliang addressing the campaign that was conducted for the NPF’s candidate (Right) C Apok Jamir at the DDSC 
in Dimapur on Thur. May 24.

Neiphiu Rio speaking at the rally in Zunheboto on May 24

Jamir.   
Terming Lok Sabha ‘not 

an ordinary election’, he said 
it was time to create history 
and wooed Dimapur voters 
while conveying: “Today is a 
testing time for Nagaland and 
for those who love democ-
racy and on 28 May we have 
to make a commitment. I will 
be representing the party and 
the state in the assembly and 
it is through the strength of 
the people that I will repre-
sent Nagaland.” 

Leader of NPF legislature 
party TR Zeliang taunted 
the Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP) as a 
‘cocktail party’ with no Naga 
identity. Also he ridiculed 
the globe symbol of NDPP as 
an ‘adulterated symbol’ and 
questioned if they can carry 
the globe symbol.

“NPF is the real regional 
party of the state and the 
party never shy away from its 
policies, programs, and slo-
gans; to resolve Naga political 
issue is the topmost priority 
of NPF” affirmed Zeliang.

The leader of the opposi-
tion party continued his at-
tack on NDPP as he berated 
that when NPF and BJP were 
in coalition, BJP could not 
dictate NPF but the NDPP 
are allowing BJP to dictate. 

“If they (NDPP) say NPF are 
liars than they are cheaters 
of Naga people”, rebuked 
Zeliang.

Zeliang condemned that 
Nagaland is in early Lok Sab-
ha election because of one 
person who have wasted four 
months of his time by vacat-
ing the Lok Sabha MP seat 
and because of which Nagas’ 
are at great loss.  Rio does 
not have good relation in the 
Centre and that is why he did 
not get any seat.

Having criticised NDPP 
style of functioning and Peo-
ple’s Democratic Alliance 
(PDA) ‘common minimum 
program’, Zeliang said the 
only brave step that the party 
has taken was seat sharing 
with the BJP. He also alleged 
that NDPP although wanted 
election to be held against 
the resolution passed on Jan. 
29 for ‘no solution before 
election’, their commitment 
with Naga solution was just 
in words that time.

“I personally trust and 
have confidence that NPF 
has taken the right decision 
at the right time that Apok 
Jamir will be the ambassador 
of Nagaland and Naga people 
unlike the previous MP and 
he has accepted the great 
challenge to serve the peo-

ple”, affirmed Zeliang while 
proclaiming ‘table will turn 
in favour of us’. 

MLA Kuzholuzo Nienu 
in his address was confident 
that the NPF party will lead 
in six districts with Dimapur 
as the deciding factor. Also 
Neinu was self-assured as 
he remarked “if God’s will 
we will be taking over the 
government shortly within 
this year”. 

Neinu alleged that the 
PDA government was prac-
tising provocative statements 
when they should be high-
lighting development for our 
state.

Emphasising on the pow-
er of a vote, he said: “we do 
not realise how powerful and 
valuable our single vote is. We 
must exercise our franchise 
to vote for the right person 
and candidate. If we vote 
for the wrong candidate and 
party, our future will be at 
bleak.” 

The working president 
of Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
Nagaland Akavi N Zhimomi 
officially announced during 
the campaign that as a secu-
lar party and force the AAP 
Nagaland was extending its 
unconditional support to the 
NPF candidate for the Lok 
Sabha by-election. 

Dimapur, May 24 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio said that the forth-
coming Lok Sabha by-elections 
is not a contest between two 
tribes but between two political 
parties, and between the ruling 
and the opposition. Rio said this 
while addressing the People’s 
Democratic Alliance (PDA) 
rally at Zunheboto town on May 
24. Stating as a crucial choice 
between the leadership of the 
Nagaland People’s Front (NPF) 
and the People’s Democratic 
Alliance (PDA), Rio appealed 
the people to support the Na-
tionalist Democratic Progres-
sive Party. A press release from 
NDPP’s media cell informed 
about the rally on Thursday.

Rio described the PDA con-
sensus candidate Tokheho Yep-
thomi as a leader who has come 
up from the grassroots level. He 
was said to have expressed his 
full confidence in Yepthomi’s 
vast experiences and leadership 
capabilities. Chief Minister also 
spoke on the advantage of the 
NDPP being in alliance with 

the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
which heads the Nationalist 
Democratic Alliance govern-
ment at the centre and sending 
the ruling party’s candidate to 
Parliament.  

Addressing the Zunheboto’s 
rally, Rio stated that instabil-
ity of the erstwhile NPF led 
Democratic Alliance of Naga-
land government from 2014 
onwards had severely affected 
all spheres of governance and 
public life so much so that 
deficits increased without any 
works being implemented. He 
also clarified the allegations of 
the NPF leaders’ actual budget 
figures and the correct deficits 
during his earlier tenure and 
the accumulated deficits when 
he was away in Delhi as Mem-
ber of Parliament.

Asserting on the incompe-
tency of the NPF leadership, 
Chief Minister said, ‘due to lack 
of decisive leadership and mis-
leading assurances particularly 
during the Urban Local Bod-
ies fiasco in January 2017, the 
state witnessed massive public 

protests, rampage, burning of 
government vehicles and of-
fices, police firing upon civilians 
wherein two precious lives were 
lost which led to a war-like situ-
ation.’ All these happened dur-
ing the tenure of the Opposition 
Leader when TR Zeliang was the 
Chief Minister due to which he 
had to step down ultimately, Rio 
added.

“I have been telling the truth 
about the misdeeds and mis-
governance of the NPF during 
the last four years but they 
(NPF) are accusing me of criti-
cising them. Do they mean 
to say I should not speak the 
truth?” Rio asserted. 

Expressing sincere gratitude 
to the people of Zunheboto for 
electing the PDA government to 
power in the previous general 
assembly elections, Rio hoped 
that the people would deliver 
similar ‘massive winning mar-
gins’ as seen in the earlier Lok 
Sabha elections. He appealed to 
the people to cast their vote for 
the PDA consensus candidate 
Tokheho Yepthomi.

Dimapur, May 24 (EMN): The Gov-
ernment of India will be hosting the 
World Environment Day 2018 under 
the theme ‘beat plastic pollution’ in 
collaboration with the United Nations 
Environment programme on June 5. A 
press release from the department of 
Information and Public Relations in-
formed on Thursday. 

June 5th being a prestigious event, 
is a step towards the commitment to 
undertake global leadership in address-
ing all forms of pollution, reducing 
emissions and investing in sustainable 
development efforts. This is an oppor-
tunity for collective efforts to reduce the 
use of plastic, the update stated.  

The Ministry of Human Resource 
Development has wished for the stu-
dents be encouraged to refuse, reduce, 
and re-use plastic product in their daily 
uses, the press release added.

The World Environment Day is a 
reaffirmation of national efforts towards 
sustainable development and main-
streaming environmental concerns in 
the national developmental agenda.

Secretary of the University Grants 
Commission, the ministry of HRD, Prof. 
Rajnish Jain has directed the colleges 
and universities to undertake activities 
from this indicative list on June 5. 

1. College and university level net-
working activities on mass aware-
ness on disposal of plastic.

2. Mini Marathon (Envirothon)

3. Restrict single-use plastic water 
bottle and encourage use of refill-
able bottles instead.

4. Ban take-away coffee cup, lunch 
wrapped in disposable plastic 
packaging, plastic bags, dispos-
able foodservice cups, plates, and 
containers made in polystyrene 
foam, plastic straws, etc.

5. Cleanliness drives under Swachch 
Bharat Mission in municipalities

6. Public awareness through cultural 
programmes, nukkad natak (Hindi 
for street theatre)

7. College and university level affor-
estation programme

8. Mobile exhibition of forests wealth

9. Special programme for differently-
abled children

10. Involvement of National Cadet 
Corps, National Social Service, 
eco-clubs, and students in mass 
awareness campaigns

Dimapur, May 24 (EMN): 
The directorate of Health 
and Family Welfare in 
Kohima issued safety 
measures need to be 
taken for the Nipah virus 
(NiV). This has been is-
sued in light of the NiV 
outbreak that claimed 
ten and counting lives in 
the state of Kerala earlier 

this week. 
According to  the 

press release from the 
directorate on Thursday, 
the Nipah Virus (NiV) is 
an emerging infectious 
disease. The transmis-
sion of NiV to humans 
may occur after direct 
contact with infected 
bats or from NiV infect-

ed people. Typically, the 
infected person shows 
signs of fever, headache, 
drowsiness, disorienta-
tion, mental confusion, 
coma, and potentially 
death, the press release 
added. Queries may con-
tact State Surveillance 
Unit (SSU), IDSP at email 
ID: nlssu.idsp@nic.in

Dimapur, May 24 (EMN): The Pugh-
oboto unit of the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) has complained to the 
election authority of Nagaland al-
leged that the legislator representing 
13th Pughoboto assembly constitu-
ency (AC) has ‘breached’ the elec-
tion Model Code of Conduct.

A press release from the unit, 
signed by K Inaho Hetho, President, 
was received here on Thursday. The 
complaint, addressed to the Chief 
Electoral Officer of state.

 The press release stated that 
on April 26, the Election Com-
mission of India announced that 
the by-election to the Lok Sabha 
seat in the state of Nagaland will 
be held on May 28. Consequent 
on the announcement, the Model 
Code of Conduct comes into force 
with immediate effect and will be 
enforced till the completion of the 
by-election. The unit stated that on 
April 20th, the department of Infor-
mation and Public Relation (DIPR) 
informed via local media that tree 
plantation week will be observed in 
Pughoboto subdivision from May 
14 to 19th as part of the Local Area 
Development Programme (LADP). 
The said programme as stated by the 
unit carried out on the scheduled 
date in spite of the enforcement of 
the Model Code of Conduct. It may 
be mentioned that, officers from 
various departments and all govern-
ment employees under Pughoboto 
sub-division were also compulsorily 

asked to attend the program, the 
statement added.  

The unit alleged that on the pre-
text of tree plantation, the sitting 
MLA visited almost all polling sta-
tions in Pughoboto Assembly Con-
stituency, and went to the extent of 
house to house visitation appealing 
for votes. Pogramme were organ-
ised in each polling station under 
the 13th Pughoboto A/C whereby, 
the platform was ‘exploited’ by the 
sitting MLA to ‘fire tirade of accusa-
tions against PDA government,’ it 
alleged.  During such program he 
accused PDA government as ‘Hin-
dutva.’ The MLA, as stated by the 
unit, appealed to the voters to up-
hold the principle of true a Christian 
by voting for NPF candidate in the 
forthcoming Lok Sabha by-election 
so as to safeguard Christianity from 
the onslaught of Hind.

‘Seeking votes of communal 
lines is a clear violation of the Model 
Code of Conduct and punishable 
under section 153A of the Indian 
Panel Code,’ the press release stated. 
Executing government sponsored 
schemes like LAPD during the en-
forcement of the Model Code of 
Conduct is a serious offence and 
clear violation of the ECI’s order on 
Code of Conduct’s-Do’s and Don’ts, 
it added.

The unit stated that in these cir-
cumstances appealed authority in 
concerned to take a fit action against 
the violator as per the law. 

Dimapur, May 24 (EMN): 
Advisor to Horticulture, 
Mhathung Yanthan con-
ducted People’s Democratic 
Alliance (PDA) coordina-
tion meeting for 39th Sanis 
Assembly Constituencies 
at Sanis town in Wokha on 
the May 22 for the ensuing 
Lok Sabha by-elections. Up-
date on Thursday informed 
about the meeting.

Addressed the  par ty 
workers, the advisor was said 
to have requested them to 
put in an ‘all out effort’ to en-
sure victory for PDA candi-
date Tokheho Yepthomi. He 
also undertook a whirlwind 
campaign in his constitu-

ency namely- Meshangpen, 
Tsopo, Chudi, Longtsung, 
Morakjo, Lotsu, Pyangsa, 
Moilan, Pyotchu, Sanis town, 
Sanis village, and Yonchujo.

Yanthan said that the 
PDA government has cho-
sen the ‘right candidate’ to 
represent the Nagas in the 
Parliament.  ‘The PDA candi-
date possessed a vast politi-
cal acumen holding various 
political posts in the past, 
as minister for many terms 
and as a leader of opposi-
tion,’ Yanthan added. He 
requested the electorates to 
support the PDA candidate 
and ensure win from its con-
stituency. 

Dimapur, May 24 (EMN): The lo-
cal club of Nagaland Adolescent 
Girls’ honored its members for 
their success in High School Leav-
ing Certificate (HSLC) and Higher 
Secondary School Leaving Cer-
tificate (HSSLC) examination this 
year. The programme was held at 
the Christ King Higher Secondary 
School of Kohima on May 24. A 
press release from the State Re-
source Centre for Women (SRCW) 

informed on Thrusday. 
The assistant state coordina-

tor of SRCW R Juliana Medom 
spoke about the theme. She said 
that ‘hard work starts from the 
day one gets their results.’ She 
encouraged the students to excel 
in different avenues and choose 
their field based on their passion 
and not percentage. She urged 
them to make use of technology, 
surf internet and know about 

the various careers they want to 
pursue.

Further, Medom told the gath-
ering that the club has been initi-
ating programmes such as friend-
ship fellowships, awareness drive 
on child sexual abuse, career guid-
ance, skill development, cleanli-
ness drives, and ‘good samaritan’ 
works.  She added that she was 
proud of the girls.

The research officer of SRCW, 

Meneno V presided the pro-
gramme and congratulated stu-
dents for their success in the 
examination. Theme for the day 
was ‘there is no substitute for hard 
work.’ The programme was stated 
to have been organised as part of 
the Nagaland State Social Welfare 
Board. Altogether 129 students 
from various schools who are also 
the members of the club were 
with certificates of excellence.

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, May 24: The Naga 
People’s Front (NPF) par-
ty banked on Dimapur to 
woo voters which constitute 
nearly 2 lakh voters and can 
influence the outcome of the 
result as the party leaders’ as-
serted “Dimapur district will 
be a game changer” and the 
party will ‘make history from 
Dimapur’, and ‘the view of 
Dimapur will be heard’.

The NPF party was ad-
dressing at the Lok Sabha 
by-election campaign rally in 
favour of the party candidate 
C Apok Jamir on Thur. May 
24 at DDSC Golaghat road in 
Dimapur.

Jamir set the note as he 
addressed that NPF as a re-
gional party have always 
stood by the interest and 
stand of Naga issue. ‘The rul-
ing party is talking big about 
change and assuring com-
mitment but the duty of a 
ruling government is to serve 
the people which are their 
bounded duty and which is 
our constitutional right.  But 
our present challenge is to 
protect our Naga identity’, 
asserted Jamir.

‘The first and foremost 
priority and the most impor-
tant factor which is before 
us is the early settlement 
of Naga political problem. 
NPF party has continuously 
supported and has been an 
active facilitator in acceler-
ating the process and have 
been the mediator. The party 
is going to ensure that we do 
not leave any stone unturned 
and it is our bounded duty 
that we take this challenge’, 
he assured in Dimapur cam-
paign rally.   

It has been more than 50 
years and our biggest con-
frontation and challenge is 
to protect our Naga identity, 
religion protection, uphold 
secularism and go against 
any communal forces which 
is going to threaten the fabric 
of our existence, continued 

DO’s DON’Ts

1. Prevent contact with bat excreta and fruits 
eaten or  bitten by bats 

2. Keeping a minimum distance of 1 meter (one 
arm’s distance) 

3. Using personal mask while visiting patients 
in hospitals 

4. Use soap and water to wash before and af-
ter meals or after visiting patients. Use hand 
sanitizer to cleanse hands. 

5. Use gloves and personal protection while 
handling excreta of domestic animals. 

6. In case of suspected NiV, contact the nearest 
health facility. 

7. Avoid or postpone travelling to NiV affected 
area i.e. Kerala. 

1. Do not maintain close 
contact with patients 
confirmed to be hav-
ing Nipah virus, includ-
ing sharing utensils, 
clothes, and bed linen. 

2. Do not maintain close 
contact with patients 
and sharing beds with 
patients 

3. Do not keep contact 
with patients who died 
of Nipah virus infec-
tion. 

4. Go for self-medication 

-Issued in public interest  
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Dr. Aomangyang Walling speaking at the NVA conference in Kohima 
on Thursday.
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U-turn comes in the backdrop of a meeting between ANCSU 
members and Nagaland government officials on May 21 

From ‘equi-distance’ 
to advisor: Change has 
come for Jamir 

ANCSU calls off boycott of Lok Sabha by-election 

The science and economics of the meat industry in Nagaland

Wokha accident claims life

Bank unions call for two-day 
nationwide strike from May 30 

Crime flipside: Two sides of the same story 
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 27° 19°

Agartala 30° 24°

Gangtok 24° 15°

Guwahati 30° 23°

Imphal 30° 18°

Itanagar 28° 21°

Shillong 22° 16°

Delhi 44° 28°

Kolkata 34° 26°

Chennai 37° 29°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 23° 18°
DIMAPUR 31° 22°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 7mm 90%
DIMAPUR 6mm 94%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals

WEATHER
TEMPERATURE

It does not matter how 
slowly you go, so long as 

you do not stop.

~ Confucius

Not dark yet

The annual celebration of Bob Dylan’s birthday was held the Hammock Resort in Wokha town on Thursday. Called the ‘Bob Dylanite’, this year’s event was the 11th edition; 
with the chosen theme ‘Chimes of Freedom’ after Dylan’s famous cry for freedom. Seen here in the picture is a band performing during the occasion on Thursday evening. 
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Iniesta begins new 
chapter at J League's 
Kobe  |  P12

Trump cancels June 12 summit
meeting with Kim Jong un |  P9

Our Correspondent
Kohima, May 24 (EMN): In a 
statement of stark contrast to 
the ‘equi-distance’ policy dur-
ing his years as the chief min-
ister of Nagaland, Dr. SC Jamir 
has now expressed a desire to 
‘play secondary and advisory 
role on the ongoing Indo-Naga 
political talks between the gov-
ernment of India and the Naga 
political groups.’

It was during his years as 
chief minister that Jamir had 
strongly advocated the ‘equi-
distance’ approach towards 
the armed Naga groups. But on 
Thursday, decades since he was 
dethroned, Jamir told journal-
ists in Kohima that he wants to 
‘play the advisory role.’ 

When asked to explain 
the ‘secondary and advisory 
role’ he wants to don, Jamir re-
sponded that although he was 
not an ‘active member’ of any 
of the negotiating parties, he 
nonetheless was prepared as 
a Naga and an elder to give his 
services ‘on advisory capacity’ 
when required.       

Labelled ‘the grand old 
man of Naga politics’ by the 
media, Jamir was one of the 
members of the body that ne-
gotiated with Prime Minister 
Jawaharlal Nehru in 1960 in 
leading to the creation of the 
state of Nagaland. One of the 
armed Naga groups, the NSCN-
IM, had declared Jamir ‘anti-
people and anti-national.’

Addressing journalists 
during the sidelines of a pro-

gramme at Jotsoma village 
in Kohima, Jamir said he was 
hopeful of something positive 
emerging from the ‘framework 
agreement.’ Stating that New 
Delhi was ‘serious about bring-
ing an end to the Naga political 
issue,’ he said, ‘Let us wait for 
the outcome of the negotia-
tion.’    

Jamir maintained that the 
framework agreement ‘doesn’t 
reflect or speak of sovereignty.’ 
Therefore it can be safely pre-
sumed that the ‘sovereignty 
for Nagas is not possible now.’ 
The ‘document of agreement’ 
signed in the presence of the 
prime minister and Home 
minister, according to him, 
would mean that ‘it will be 
within the Indian union or the 
Constitution.’

While not denying that 
there just might be some ‘safe-
guards’ in the agreement, Jamir 
said that it cannot be above the 
Constitution of India.

‘Will die a Congress-man’ 
Jamir was the spine of the Con-
gress party in Nagaland for 
many decades. He asserted: “I 
was born as a Congress-man, 
worked as a Congress-man and 
will die as a Congress-man.” 

In the run-up to the Naga-
land assembly elections in Feb-
ruary this year, the president of 
Nagaland Pradesh Congress 
Committee (NPCC) K Therie 
had declared severance of any 
connection with Dr. SC Jamir 
and his family. 

“For me at this age, how 
can I change my principle and 
ideologies? I am not going to 
join electoral politics. I will be 
a free man and I will remain 
as an old man. I will give my 
advice whenever it is asked 
of me,” said Jamir. He was 
responding to a query if there 
was a possibility of his joining 
state politics or any other party 
now that his son, Apok Jamir, 
was contesting the Lok Sabha 
by-election with the Naga Peo-
ple's Front ticket.   

“We are going to decide 
something at this crucial mo-
ment, (and) if we send a per-
son whose record is clean that 
will do much better than those 
people who have been, in one 
way or the other, criticised. I 
am only telling people what 
we should do during election 
and that is ‘clean election,’” 
he said. 

Also, Jamir flatly denied 
suggestions that ‘corruption in 
Nagaland and the mess’ he had 
referred to during his speech 
earlier in the day was an ac-
cumulated culture that began 
from his tenure as the chief 
minister of Nagaland.  

He claimed that ‘these are 
not at all an accumulated cul-
ture but a nascent culture and 
a gradual process which have 
been created today.’ He was of 
the view that only after his de-
parture (from state politics) he 
‘could see that corruption has 
become a normal culture and 
people are not ashamed of it.’

Dimapur, May 24 (EMN): The 
threat to boycott the Lok Sabha 
by-election appears to have 
done the trick for the All Naga-
land College Students’ Union 
(ANCSU)—they were granted 
audience by top officials of Na-
galand government on May 21. 

A press release from the un-
ion on Thursday informed that 
the chief secretary of the state 
had convened a meeting among 

the union members and ‘other 
government officials’ on May 21 
to ‘discuss and deliberate’ the 
charter of demands placed by 
the ANCSU.

“In regard to the land en-
croachment issue, the govern-
ment has called a review meet-
ing on 27th of June 2018 to study 
the report and progress made 
by the district administration as 
proper survey and identification 

of illegal land encroachers is 
to be made through legal pro-
ceedings. The state government 
agreed to constitute a commit-
tee and bring out the modali-
ties in setting up a nodal cell/
department for all scholarship 
schemes."

In regard to the issue of as-
signing teachers to 'VIP', it was 
informed that the government 
has assured the organisation 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, May 24 (EMN): 
The demand for meat in 
different forms is very high 
in Nagaland but production 
within the state remains 
very poor. The state’s vet-
erinarians must become 
messengers to the Naga 
people towards becoming 
good producers as much 
as they are as consumers, 
while protecting consum-
ers’ rights.

This was stated by Dr. 
Aomangyang Walling, the 
president of the Nagaland 
State Veterinary Council 
(NSVC) and the head of 
Animal Husbandry and 
Veterinary Services during 
the general conference of 
the Nagaland Veterinar-
ians’ Association (NVA) at 
Hotel Japfü in Kohima on 
Thursday.

The official said the vet-
erinary profession is de-

manded in many respects: 
social reformers, they can 
be economic revolutionists, 
they are technocrats and 
scientists who are needed 
whether in the field or in 
the policy making bodies. 
Towards this, he called upon 
the veterinarians to lead a 
pivotal role as required by 
their multi-dimensional 
role for the state and its 
people, more particularly in 
the economic aspect.

Stating that the NVA had 
come a long way since its 
inception in 1979, Wall-
ing encouraged younger 
entrants in the service to 
continue upholding the 
association’s motto of unity 
and be guided by the stand-
ards of professional conduct 
by the Veterinary Council of 
India (VCI). He reminded 
the gathering that their per-
formance shall speak for 
their profession. He urged 

Rhythm of Love: In conversation 
with Aosunep Jamir  |  P10

Esab para dig kuribi nahoile 
olabo neparibo. 

Mirror Takes

~ Arien

Eastern Mirror wishes 
to inform our esteemed 

readers that the new 
revised rate of the 
newspaper starting 

1st June 2018 will be 
INR 5/- per copy. 
The rate revision is 

due to cost escalation 
of raw materials and 
logistics in lieu of 

GST implementation. 
Eastern Mirror hopes 
that our dear readers 

will continue to 
support our endeavour 
to provide more news 

and more truth.

NOTICE

action on the matter.
“While the government has 

vowed to immediately stop the 
policy of attaching teachers 
with VIPs. The state government 
also agreed to take strict action 
against those teachers who has 
(sic) been detached and still not 
in the posted institutions as per 
the 31st October 2017 office or-
der,” it informed. 

The union has decided to 
call off the boycott of the elec-
tions in the light of the assurance 
from the state government, it 
informed. 

Our Correspondent
Wokha, May 24 (EMN): One person was killed on the spot on 
Thursday when a retaining wall, still under construction, collapsed 
at Airfield colony in Wokha town. It was reported that he was work-
ing at the site. The incident occurred at around 9 am. 

The victim has been identified as Khonchamo Tsanglao of 
Elumyo village, aged 20. The body was retrieved with the help of 
residents of the locality and the district police.  It was informed that 
the Wokha district disaster management authority had made an 
ex-gratia payment of INR 1 lakh to the victim’s family. 

Mumbai, May 24 (PTI): Employees and officers of various state-
run banks have called for a two-day nationwide strike from May 
30 to protest a nominal 2 per cent wage hike offered by the Indian 
Banks' Association (IBA). In the wage negotiation meeting held on 
May 5, 2018, IBA made a propositions to offer 2 per cent hike in the 
wage bill cost as on March 31, 2017.
"It is only because of provisions towards NPA that banks have 
booked losses, and for this, bank employees are not responsible," 
United Forum of Bank Unions' convener Devidas Tuljapurkar told 
reporters here. He said in the last two-three years, bank employees 
have worked tirelessly for implementation of government initia-
tives such as Jan-Dhan, demonetisation, Mudra and Atal Pension 
Yojana, among others. Bank employees have organised a demon-
strations on May 29 at State Bank of India' branch main branch 
at Fort here.

Dimapur, May 24 (EMN): On a 
day when the Dimapur district 
police claimed to have busted 
an ‘inter-district vehicle lifter 
racket’ operating in and around 
Chümoukedima and Diphupar 
area, a youth organisation from 
Chümoukedima has alleged that 
one of the arrested bike-lifters 
was ‘let loose from police cus-
tody’ barely an hour after he was 
handed over to the cops. 

A press release from the 
Dimapur police on Thursday 
claimed that it has busted ‘a 
gang of vehicle lifters from in and 
around Chümoukedima and 
Diphupar area’ with the help of 
Chümoukedima Village Council 
and Chümoukedima Youth Or-
ganisation. 

It stated that Chümouke-
dima police on May 18 arrested 
three persons: Roland alias Jan-
thungo Murry, Wochumo Ngul-
lie, and Zachumo Murry after a 
tip-off. The police recovered one 
Suzuki Gixxer and a Royal Enfield 
during multiple raids on differ-
ent hideouts, it stated.  

“During investigation, it has 
been ascertained that the gang 
is involved in inter-district lifting 
of bikes and has been involved 
in numerous crimes, whereby 
vehicles stolen in Wokha were 
disposed off in Dimapur and 
vice versa. In fact, one of the 
habitual offenders, Zachumo 
Murry was detained at Peducha 
Police Outpost, under Kohima 
district, while proceeding to 
Wokha and recovered one Royal 
Enfield M/Cycle B/R No. NL07M 
0611 (black colour).” 

Again on May 24, two per-
sons were arrested with a stolen 
two-wheeler, a Hero Splendor. 
They have been identified as 
Tokai Jakhalu, a ‘captain’ in the 
GPRN/NSCN, and Peter Aye alias 
Aja, both residents of 4th Mile in 
Dimapur.  “The gang is involved 
in vehicle theft and receiving and 
disposing of stolen vehicles. Di-
mapur Police acknowledges the 
contribution of Chümoukedima 
Youth Organisation in busting 
this racket. Further, efforts are on 
to make more arrest,” the state-

ment read.  However a statement 
from the Chümoukedima Village 
Youth Society has provided a 
twist to the claim. The society 
stated that it was ‘extremely an-
gered and appalled by the bla-
tant action of Chümoukedima 
police station personnel on the 
18th May wherein Roland Lotha, 
a notorious bike-lifter was let 
loose from the custody of the po-
lice station after Chümoukedima 
Village Youth Society tracked 
down the criminal and handed 
him over to the police authority.’

Calling it an ‘utter negligence 
of duty and responsibility from 
the police personnel,’ the youth 
group stated that it was ‘totally 
unacceptable.’  

“For a long time the denizens 
of Chümoukedima have been 
tormented by a group of organ-
ized thieves, and with the arrest 
of the culprit it was suppose 
to bring respite and restore a 
sense of security to the denizens. 
However, it has come to notice 
that the notorious bike-lifter 
made his escape barely an hour 

after he was handed over to the 
Police and has not been nabbed 
even after seven days, it was 
also learned that the escapade 
(sic) occurred inside the Police 
Station. 

“The baffling sequences of 
event have shed questionable 
premises of foul-play and con-
nivances, which the Chümouke-
dima Village Youth Society urges 
the office of police commission-
er to investigate with exigency 
and re-arrest the culprit within 
five days from the issue of this 
letter. It is also pertinent that 
disciplinary action have to be 
imposed on the irresponsible 
officer in-charge and all erring 
personnel,” the statement read. 

With the security and well-
being of the denizens in jeopardy 
once again, the youth body will 
not remain a mute spectator and 
inaction to the serious matter 
will invite 'counter-measures' 
for which the Chümoukedima 
youth, its members or the deni-
zens shall not be held responsi-
ble, it declared. 

them to cultivate the respect 
that is associated with the 
profession.

Likewise, the official 
highlighted parts of the 

VCI guidelines that are vital 
for veterinarians to strictly 
adhere to. The guidelines 
include: the declaration 
and oath of veterinarians, 

character of veterinarians, 
standard and responsibili-
ties, safeguarding the pro-
fession, exposure of unethi-
cal conduct etc. He called 
upon all the members of the 
NVA to make themselves 
assets of the state and the 
people. He pointed out that 
there were many who were 
already in the state services 
but as many who were yet to 
be employed. 

However, according to 
Dr. Walling, once they are 
qualified in veterinary sci-
ences, there cannot be ‘un-
employment’ for them. He 
challenged all veterinarians 
to set a benchmark by mak-
ing use of their knowledge 
and profession to make 
their presence felt in the 
society.

Also, Walling recalled a 
resolution of the association 
that veterinary professional 
should dispense their serv-

ice to different departments 
and civic bodies wherever 
there are veterinary-relat-
ed works. He asserted that 
veterinary professionals 
should be posted in any 
department executing the 
animal husbandry and live-
stock schemes. 

The official encouraged 
the younger entrants in the 
services to come up with 
innovative programs and 
plans to expand the ac-
tivities of the department. 
He urged the gathering to 
develop the attitude as de-
manded by the profession's 
multi-dimensional role.

Also, the president of the 
NVA Dr. Ilang highlighted 
in his address the achieve-
ments of the association 
since 2016 including its role 
in the establishment of Vet-
erinary College at Jalukie, 
notification of the AH and 
VS service rules, affiliation 

to the national veterinary 
association, and the NVA's 
president being nominated 
to the Veterinary Council 
of India as member. He in-
formed that the NVA was 
pursuing the exemption 
of veterinary doctors from 
election duty according to 
the guidelines of the Elec-
tion Commission of India.

The association has re-
solved to propose to the 
state government creation 
of veterinary assistant sur-
geon posts and veterinary 
field assistant posts due 
to shortage of said profes-
sionals. 

The NVA has elected a 
new team of office bearers 
for the next three years. The 
team is led by Dr. Ilang as 
president; Dr. Apilo Kikon 
is vice president and Dr. 
Imomanen Tzudir is gen-
eral secretary, among four 
others.
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Agartala, May 24 (PTI): 
Tripura Central Univer-
sity suspended an assist-
ant professor and formed 
a committee today to 
probe the alleged inci-
dent of insult of the state 
Higher Education Min-
ister Ratan Lal Nath by 
the teacher during the 
institute’s convocation 
ceremony on Wednesday.

The univ. registrar, 
Sanit Debroy said the as-
sistant professor of the 
Hindi department Jai 
Kaushal was suspended 
last night after the convo-
cation.

Kaushal was the an-
chor at the ceremony and 
had reportedly invited the 
higher education minister 
to deliver his speech after 

the address by the chief 
guest Vice-President M 
Venkaiah Naidu.

Nath had attended 
the convocation as the 
minister-in-waiting in the 
absence of Chief Minister 
Biplab Kumar Deb.

As per the university 
protocol no speech is al-
lowed in convocation cer-
emonies after the address 
by the chief guest, Debroy 
told PTI.

The gaffe was realised 
shortly after Nath had 
began his speech and a 
chit was sent to him by an 
undislosed person asking 
him to stop.

The minister stopped 
his speech and left the 
dias after it.

Nath had said that he 

took offence over the in-
cident and alleged that he 
was deliberately insulted 
in the convocation pro-
gramme.

“I did not want to sit 
on the dais as I knew there 
are many protocols in 
university convocations. I 
saw that my name was not 
there as a speaker but had 
agreed to speak on the 
request of the university 
authorities, Nath told PTI.

The minister  said 
since he held a position 
in the state government, 
he felt he should pardon 
the person. 

Describing the inci-
dent as an “unwanted” 
one, he said such a breach 
of protocol should not 
recur in the future.

Guwahati, May 24 (PTI): Assam 
State Commission for Protection of 
Child Rights (ASPCR) today urged 
mediapersons to adhere to codes and 
guidelines set by different institutions 
while reporting on children-related 
issues.

“There are different guidelines 
and codes formulated by different 
authorities to protect child rights 
and these must be followed by the 
media in reporting child rights is-
sues in proper perspective”, ASPCR 
Chairperson Sunita Changkakoty 
said during a group discussion on 
‘Representation of Children in the 
media’ here.

Media plays an important role to 
highlight, to raise important socio-
economic issues related to children 

and on “several occasions we have 
taken suo moto cognisance of cases 
reported in the media,” she said.

“The way in which the media 
represents or ignores children’s is-
sues can influence decisions taken 
on their behalf by policy makers”, 
Changkakoty added. On several oc-
casions, various media coverage of 
children violates the guidelines and 
codes set by authorities and this 
leads to long lasting negative impact 
among them, Changkakoty said.

Media professionals which in-
clude journalists, photographers, TV 
program producers, content writers, 
advertising professionals are cham-
pion of human rights and they must 
use their potential to create a positive 
impact on children, she added.

“Media professionals who un-
derstand the consequence of their 
reporting, writing, programmes, 
appreciate the vulnerability of chil-
dren and respect their rights are 
truly champions of child rights”, she 
pointed out.  The speakers discussed 
in detail the various codes and guide-
lines under different Acts like the 
Press Council of India, 1978, Cable 
Television Networks (Regulation) Act, 
1995, Information and Technology 
Act (ITA), 2000 for children, Juvenile 
Justice ( Care and Protection of Chil-
dren) Act 2015, Protection of Children 
against Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 
2012 along with those set by UNICEF, 
Indian Broadcasting Foundation 
(IBF) and News Broadcasters Asso-
ciation (NBA) among others.

New Delhi, May 24 (IANS): Ma-
nipur has emerged as the new 
source of cross-border human 
trafficking in India where 174 
children go missing every day 
and half of them remain un-
traced.

On the eve of the Interna-
tional Missing Children’s Day, 
child rights group CRY in a re-
port said that young Indian boys 
and girls were being trafficked 
via Myamar to countries like 
Singapore after luring them with 
lucrative job offers.

“Manipur has become not 
only a source state for cross-

border human trafficking but 
it is also being used as an easy 
transit route. Children are soft 
and easy target,” the CRY report 
quoted Keisham Pradipkumar, 
member of Manipur Commis-
sion for Protection of Child 
Rights (MCPCR), as saying.

The report highlighted a sto-
ry of a Manipuri girl, Julie (name 
changed), who had bagged a job 
opportunity abroad.

It said an employment agen-
cy took her and seven other girls 
to Myanmar on their way to 
Singapore. Their identity docu-
ments were forged in Yangon 

and that was when they sensed 
trouble.

“They were forced to lodge 
in a hotel in Yangon. Julie man-
aged to call home from there,” 
said the report.

The family contacted a child 
rights group in Manipur that in-
formed the state police and took 
help from the Indian Embassy 
in Yangon. The children were 
rescued and six persons were 
arrested.

“I know I am lucky enough 
to be back with my family. Not 
everyone is as lucky as me,” Julie 
was quoted as saying.

The report citing the data 
on missing children by Na-
tional Crime Records Bureau 
(NCRB) said 1.11 lakh children 
were reported missing in 2016 
and 55,625 of them remained 
untraced.

The data analysis by CRY 
suggests that more than half of 
all missing children in the coun-
try are concentrated in just West 
Bengal, Delhi, Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra and Bihar.

“West Bengal tops the list 
with accounting for a whopping 
15.13 per cent of all missing 
children in the country in 2016, 

while Delhi closely follows with 
13.14 per cent.”

On the close linkage of 
missing children to organised 
crimes, Puja Marwaha, chief of 
CRY, said: “It is deeply disturbing 
that our children go missing and 
we can’t bring them back home.

“The evidences on ground 
and numbers that indicate a 
large number of missing chil-
dren are actually trafficked, 
kidnapped or abducted.”

The report said the organ-
ized crime of trafficking was 
next largest form of trans-na-
tional illegal trade after arms 

and drugs.
“India is no exception as it 

is rapidly ‘gaining’ the status of 
a vast and ‘low risk’ market for 
the procurement and use of 
children for a range of exploita-
tive needs, from organ trade 
and child labour to commercial 
sexual exploitation.” 

The report said that the 
Trafficking of Persons (Preven-
tion, Protection and Rehabili-
tation) Bill, 2018 was on its way 
“one can be hopeful that the 
country will take robust steps 
in addressing the issue squarely 
and for good”.

Guwahati, May 24 (PTI): Assam Chief 
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal marked his 
government’s two years in power today by 
listing out the achievements of the BJP-led 
coalition in the state.

In keeping with the promises made 
to the people, the government has taken 
effective measures to make the state 
“economically vibrant” and “free from the 
scourge of illegal migration, insurgency 
and corruption”, he told reporters at a 
press meet here.

The government is committed to 
serve its people with integrity, Sonowal 
said.

“Assam has taken initiatives to update 
the National Register of Citizens (NRC) 
under the directions of the Supreme Court. 
Ours is the first and only state in the coun-
try undertaking this exercise to document 
bonafide citizens of the state,” he said.

Asked about the widespread protests 
in Assam over the Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2016, he said, “The government 
of Assam will not go against the interests of 
its people.” 

The Citizenship (Amendment) Bill 
seeks to grant citizenship to persecuted 
minorities from Afghanistan, Bangladesh 
and Pakistan after six years of their resi-
dence in India.

The CM urged government officials to 
adopt a policy of “zero tolerance towards 
corruption”.

“The state has ordered probe into 
various cases of corruption to root out the 
social evil from government machinery. 
It has arrested 74 government officials, 

including two serving IAS officers, Director 
of Information and Public Relations and 
CEO of Zilla Parishad, for their involve-
ment in corrupt activities.” 

Referring to the cash-for-job scam that 
rocked the state last year, he said, “Apart 
from the chairman and two members of 
Assam Public Service Commission, 20 
state civil service officers, seven police of-
ficers, nine allied service officers and five 
other government employees have been 
arrested in the case.” 

More than four lakh “bogus job cards” 
issued by the previous Congress govern-
ment have been cancelled, Sonowal said, 
adding that his government has given jobs 
to 45,000 youths through a transparent 
process.

Due to proactive steps taken by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, the pace of sev-
eral important projects has been acceler-
ated in the state, he said.

“India’s longest Dhola-Sadia bridge 
across rivers Brahmaputra and Lohit trig-
gered new economic revolution in Assam, 
Arunachal Pradesh and entire Northeast,” 
he asserted.

The BJP-led government’s initiatives 
in primary, secondary and tertiary sectors 
have prompted “resurgence in the devel-
opment narratives” of the state, Sonowal 
told reporters here. 

“Efforts to bring about overall devel-
opment in the state have gathered mo-
mentum. The global investors’ summit 
held here recently has generated a posi-
tive environment for industrial growth in 
Assam,” he added.

Guwahati, May 24 (IANS): 
Petroleum and Natural Gas 
Regulatory Board (PNGRB) 
member S. Rath on Thurs-
day said that the plans are 
afoot to connect the north-
eastern states with a gas 
pipeline.

“The project will be ex-
ecuted by a consortium of 
Indian Oil Corporation, Oil 
India Limited, Numaligarh 
Refinery Limited and GAIL. 
We are expecting that the 
project will e awarded in 
the next couple of months 
and become operational 
by 2023,” he said at the 
sixth road show for the 
9th city gas distribution 
bidding round here.Rath 
said that under the project, 
1,500 km pipeline will be 
laid at a cost of Rs 6,000 
crore. He also said that As-
sam will be connected with 
Barauni in Bihar by 721-km 
gas pipeline by 2021.

PNGRB Chairper-
son Dinesh K. Sarraf said 
that gas will be provided 
to Kamrup(metro) and 
Kamrup districts, besides 
Cachar, Karimganj and 
Hailakandi.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, May 24 (EMN): As part 
of the district wide mass protest 
against Citizenship (Amendment) 
Bill, 2016 a memorandum was 
submitted to chairman, Citizen-
ship Amendment Bill of 2016,  
Rajendra Agarwal in Diphu on May 
24 Thursday.

The memorandum was sub-
mitted by the Karbi Anglong 
District Congress Committee 
(KADCC) and Lumbajong Block 
Congress Committee (BCC) who 
jointly took out a protest rally from 
KADCC office to DC office.

The memorandum was sub-
mitted 

The committees stood strongly 
against the Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2016 for amendment 
of citizenship act, 1955 placed in 

the Parliament by Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh.

The memorandum said there 
is wide spread protest and resent-
ment for the last two years after 
the Union Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh placed in Parliament the 
Citizenship (Amendment) Bill 
2016 on July 15, 2016 for amend-
ment of citizenship act 1055, 
which have affected over 3 crore 
population in Assam. Except the 
BJP, all political parties including 
Congress and various students, 
youth and civil organisations op-
pose to it.

The memorandum said, ‘from 
1979 to 1985 there was long Assam 
agitation which was lead by All As-
sam Students Union (AASU) and 
All Assam Gana Sangram Parishad 
(AAGSP) with an aim to drive out 

Bangladeshi intruders from Assam 
where thousands of people includ-
ing large number of Congressmen 
were maimed and martyred.’

The outcome of the move-
ment was the signing of Assam 
Accord in 1985, signed between 
Assam Students Union, All Assam 
Gana Sangram Parishad, govern-
ment of India and government of 
Assam in the presence of Prime 
Minister late Rajiv Gandhi. The 
Assam Accord of 1985  men-
tioned on March 24 (midnight) 
1971 as cutoff date for detection 
and deportation of foreigners in 
Assam. The accord also ensured 
that there will be no influx from 
Banladesh after March 25 1971, 
but anyone entering Assam after 
March 25 1971 irrespective of 
caste, creed and religion will be 

treated as foreigners and will be 
detected and deported from As-
sam, the memorandum added. 
In pursuance of Assam Accord 
the preparation of National Reg-
ister of Citizens (NRC) has been 
launched in Assam basing March 
25 1971 as cutoff date, it said.

“The Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Bill 2016 will defeat the very 
purpose of NRC and will complete-
ly turn around to historic Assam 
Accord of 1985. After the accord 
people of Assam irrespective of 
caste, creed, community and reli-
gion have been living peacefully. 
But with the proposed citizenship 
amendment bill 2016, distrust 
and division have created among 
different section of people in the 
state.”

The proposed bill is going to 
destroy the basic principle of State 
Re-Organisation Act, 1956, which 
was enacted on the recommenda-
tion of State Re-organistaion Com-
mission of 1953.

Assam Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee, general secretary and in-
charge KADCC, Ramesh Jain said, 
“we are not against any Bengali or 
to particular religion. What we are 
doing is to safe the language, cul-
ture and tradition of greater Assam 
by opposing the proposed Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Bill 2016.”

The Congress members urged 
upon the Chairman, Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill 2016 to keep the 
spirit of the historic Assam Accord 
of 1985 for the interest of Assam as 
well as the country.

Mirror Crossword 1828sud0ku 1668
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1827

ACROSS
1. “Animal farm”
6. Cease
10. Disabled
14. City in Nebraska
15. Droplet from an eye
16. “Wiseguy” actor Ken ____
17. Very small fluid measure
18. Ratio or scale
19. Any musical group
20. Declare
22. Rare or unusual
24. Seaweed
25. Barged (in) angrily
26. Couch ______
29. Units of electrical conductance
30. Among
31. Indispensable items
37. Brightest star in the 

constellation Cygnus
39. Small
40. Actress _____ Dickenson
41. Divides
44. Container
45. Snake-like fishes
46. Fragrance added
48. Domestic help
52. Latin for “The same”
53. Preliminary comments
54. A writer of psalms
58. Clamorous
59. Writer Leon ____
61. First 5 books of the Old 

Testament
62. Notion or concept
63. Native of northern Japan
64. Short maxim or proverb
65. “____ of the d’Ubervilles”
66. Private box in a theater
67. Become aware 

DOWN
1. Play noisily

2. Chieftain
3. Prefix indicating extreme 

smallness
4. Bird of the genus Parus
5. Shakespeare’s Prince of 

Denmark
6. Peel
7. Group working together
8. Cereal grain
9. “Sgt. _______ of the 

Mounties”
10. Pertaining to a lobe
11. Sudden fright
12. Chop finely 
13. Finished

21. Member of the lily family
23. Central American country, 

_____ Rica
25. Bed covering
26. ____shah = sultan (Turkey)
27. Portent
28. Coloring
29. Milliseconds (abbrev.)
32. Faint or swoon (archaic)
33. Disturb
34. Food thickener
35. Discoverer of nuclear fission 

____ Meitner
36. Sow or plant
38. Freshwater sunfish 

42. Devoted to the pleasure of 
the senses

43. Carbonated beverage
47. Silted areas at the mouths 

of rivers
48. Divided
49. Wear down
50. Debauched men
51. Hindu sacred writings
52. Act of circulating
54. Engine knock
55. Shah ruled here
56. Droops
57. You (archaic)
60. ___ de Janeiro, Brazil

solutions to suD0ku 1667

Tripura univ. suspends asst. prof. for 
insulting minister at the convocation

ASPCR asks media to adhere to codes when reporting issues of children 

Manipur new source of cross-border child trafficking

BJP-led govt. completes 2 yrs in 
Assam; CM lists achievements

NE to be 
connected with 
gas pipeline — 
Board member

Cong. committees in KA protest 
Citizenship (Amendment) Bill 
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Maj. Gen. Atanu K Pattaniak interacting with class-XII students after the LBA meeting on 
May 22.

Teachers and students of Pfutsero GHSS celebrate the declaration of their campus as a ‘litter-free campus,’ on May 24.

Army to conduct 
medical camp 

Campaign to 
end on May 26

Cadets motivated to join armed forces

Wokha administration imposes prohibitory orderKohima diocese to honour 
meritorious students

Pfutsero’s GHSS declared litter-free campus 

Kohima, May 24 (EMN): Govern-
ment Higher Secondary School 
Pfutsero in Phek district has been 
declared ‘litter-free’ on May 24. 
The school’s principal Vechikhoyi 
Lohe has officially made the an-
nouncement as part of the school 

initiative towards Swaachh Bharat 
campaign.

During the declaration cer-
emony, the school’s vice principal, 
Kelhikha Kenye, shared the idea of 
litter-free campus initiative to the 
students and teachers. He has en-

couraged the students and teach-
ers to take responsibility in keep-
ing the environment clean.

The students and teachers 
also took pledge to abide by the 
litter-free campus call and also to 
spread the message to others.

Dimapur, May 24 (EMN): Commission for Educa-
tion, Diocese of Kohima (CEDOK) has announced 
to felicitate rank holders and subject toppers of the 
HSLC and HSSLC examination from Catholic schools 
along with selected teachers for their meritorious 
service on May 26 at 12:30 pm at Carmel Higher Sec-
ondary School, Chekiye, 4th Mile, Dimapur. 

In a press release, CEDOK secretary Rev. Fr. Jacob 
Charalel has invited all the selected teachers, rank 
holders and subject toppers from Catholic schools 
and their parents to the programme. 

It stated that Temjen Imna Along, minister of 
higher & technical education, along with Rev. Dr. 
James Thoppil, Bishop of Kohima, and Charles Nosa-
zol, additional development commissioner, would 
grace the occasion and give away the awards.

Dimapur, May 24 (EMN): 
In view of the ensuing by-
election to the Nagaland 
parliamentary constituency 
scheduled on May 28, the 
Wokha district administra-
tion has issued prohibitory 
order for conduct of free and 
peaceful election.

In an order, deputy com-
missioner, Wokha, Manazir 
Jeelani Samoon, has pro-
hibited carrying of licensed 
arms, stick, daos, explosives, 
and machetes. The DC had 
issued the order basing on 
power conferred on him un-

der section 144/144A follow-
ing specific direction of ECI 
vide No.464/L&)/207/PLN 
dated 08.01.07 prohibiting 
carrying of licensed arms, 
stick, daos, explosives (like 
fire crackers) machetes. 

The order has also pro-
hibited all contesting can-
didates or their agents or 
political parties from writing 
on the walls, pasting posters, 
paper or defacement in any 
form or erecting of cut outs, 
hoardings, banners in public 
property or public premises 
without due permissions of 

from the district magistrate. 
The order has also prohibit-
ed using of PA/ loud speaker 
system between 10 pm to 6 
am as well as carrying cash 
above INR 50,000 without 
valid documents.

The DC further in-
formed that the order 
would come into force 
within Wokha district with 
immediate effect till decla-
ration of result. The order 
would not apply to officials 
involved in government/ 
election related work and 
law enforcing agencies.

Dimapur, May 24 (EMN): State 
chief electoral officer (CEO), Ab-
hijit Sinha has informed that cam-
paigning for the by-election to Lok 
Sabha from Nagaland parliamen-
tary constituency should come to 
an end from 4 pm on May 26.

In this regards, the CEO has di-
rected all district election admin-
istrations and police to ensure all 
the political functionaries, who 
have come from outside the con-
stituency for campaigning and 
who are not voter of the constitu-
ency, to leave the constituency 
immediately after the campaign 
period is over. 

However, the notification 
stated that restriction may not be 
insisted upon the office bearers 
of the political party who are in-
charge of the state. It stated that 
such office bearers of the politi-
cal party should declare his place 
of stay in the state headquarters 
adding his movement during the 
period in question should remain 
confined normally between his 
party office and place of his stay.

Dimapur, May 24 (EMN): 3 Corps 
chief of staff and chairman local 
board of administration (LBA) of 
Sainik School Punglwa, Maj. Gen. 
Atanu K Pattaniak has motivated 
the students to study hard so as 
to qualify the UPSC NDA entrance 
exam and SSB, stating that Indian 
armed forces still remains a char-
ismatic career option.

Pattaniak stated this during the 
XIX LBA meeting of Sainik School 
Punglwa held on May 22. 

A defence release issued by Col 
C Konwer, PRO (Defence), stated 
that Pattanaik had expressed sat-
isfaction over the performance of 
the school during two years of his 
chairmanship. He congratulated 
Cadet Sumwang Wangsa for clear-
ing 140 NDA and for being the first 
cadet from the school to join NDA 
since the inception of the school. 

In the discussion, he also em-
phasised on the role of teachers in 
providing quality education to the 
cadets and their contributions to-
wards betterment of school results 
and making cadet a better citizen. 

The chairman further insisted 
focussing on academics and in-
culcating ethics and moral values 

among cadets.
Capt Sharad R Keskar, school’s 

principal and LBA member secre-
tary, presented various activities 
undertaken by the school during 
the last six months. The major is-
sues included work projects un-
dertaking in the school, steps tak-
en to improve the academics and 
overall development of the cadets 
and future projects to be under-
taken with the help of state gov-
ernment and ministry of defence.

During the meeting, the board 
members were apprised on the 
financial grant and the infrastruc-
tural development that are being 
taken up/ sanctioned. 

The meeting was also at-
tended by Brig Harsh Chhibber, 
3 Corps; Pollem Tep, additional 
director of school education; Dr. 
DJ Rajkhowa, joint director of 
ICAR, Jharnapani; Lt. Col. M Kiran 
Meitei, administrative officer 
SSPN; Er. Kedovisie B Meyase, 
parents’ representative; Er. Kel-
echutuo Pienyu, SDO, PWD (H); 
Yanthungbemo Kikon, EAC Peren.

Later, the chairman interacted 
with Class XII cadets and motivat-
ed them.

Dimapur, May 24 (EMN): 
Security forces under the 
aegis of Trinetra division 
has announced to or-
ganise a medical camp 
for the people of Kezo-
basa, Kazoma, Kezocha, 
Mitelephe, Kazo town, 
Kedema, Chakhabama 
and nearby villages on 
May 25 at Kezobasa vil-
lage community hall in 
Kohima district from 9 
am.

A defence release is-
sued by Col C Konwer, 
PRO (Defence), stated 
that patients would be 
provided with medicines 
for common diseases, 
immunisation of chil-
dren and awareness cap-
sule on prevention and 
control of lifestyle dis-
eases during the medical 
camp.

For better redressal 
and follow up of their 
health related issues, 
it has informed all in-
dividuals to carry their 
previous treatment card 
along with them during 
the camp.

ELITE ACADEMY
Near New N S T Bus Station

Kohima
Ph. 9862034454

Admission Going on for:
1) Coaching for N P S C / U P S C Prelims 

Exam 2018, SSC and Banking
2) Coaching for class 10 ( All subjects ) & 12 

Repeaters (Arts, Science and Commerce)
3) Computer Courses 
4) Special Coaching for Stenography and 

Typewriting
5) Spoken English (Communicative English)

K-1719

TEACHERS 
WANTED 

Graduates and trained 
graduates may apply.
 B.Th. and M. Div. 
Graduates with good 
English fluency may 
apply. 
Attractive salary, free food 
and accommodation. 
Contact: 8903617911, 
8416096906

D-5452

I, Monoj Kumar Jaiswal 
(Old Name) should be 
known as Manoj Jaiswal 
(New Name) vide Affidavit 
Regd. No.815/18, 
Date: 22.5.18.

NAME CHANGE

D-5454

D-5451

PRANAB VIDYAPITH HIGHER SECONDARY SCHOOL
Managed By: BHARAT SEVASHRAM SANGHA

MILAN MANDIR ROAD, DIMAPUR, NAGALAND
PHONE: 03862-232455/233012

Sd/- Principal, PVHSS.

 Admission to Class-11(Science & Commerce) going on, Admission on first 
come first serve basis. Limited Seat. 

 Parents/Guradian are requested to attend introductory session on 6th 
June, 2018 at 9:00 A.M.

RANK HOLDERS - 2018
Congratulation to all the Successful Candidates

Regular Classes from 6th June, 2018.

 Miss. Sajida Begum Mr. Hukaho H. Aye Mr. Md. Jamsed Ansari  Mr. Partha Pratim Debnath
 4th Rank 5th Rank 6th Rank 8th Rank
  HSSLC, Science-2018 HSSLC, Science-2018 HSSLC, Science-2018 HSSLC, Science-2018

 Miss. Shourmista Roy Miss. Supriya Dey Miss. Farhana Begum Miss. Priyanka Paul     
 2nd  Rank 3rd  Rank 5th Rank 6th  Rank
 HSSLC, Commerce-2018 HSSLC, Commerce-2018 HSSLC, Commerce-2018 HSSLC, Commerce-2018

 Miss. Ratna Mr. Pututoshi Miss. Simran Yadav Mr. Raj Paul Mr. Sumantha Saha
 7th Rank 9th Rank State Highest Marks in 2nd Rank 7th Rank
 State Highest Marks in HSSLC, Commerce-2018 Hindi -89% State Highest Marks in State Highest Marks  
C. Market-96% & D. Market-97%  HSSLC, Commerce-2018 Maths-100%,S.Sci.-100% in BK & Acc.-100%
  HSSLC, Commerce-2018   & Beng-96% HSLC-2018
    HSLC-2018

 Mr. Ananyo Chakrabarty Miss. Smita Bhattacharjee Miss. Marina Yashmin Miss. Dristi Roy
 State Highest Marks in State Highest Marks in 1st  Rank 2nd  Rank
 Bengali-96% Biology -95% State Highest Marks in State Highest Marks in 
  HSSLC, Science-2018 HSSLC,Science-2018 ENT-98% & F.B.M-100% Accountancy-100%
   HSSLC, Commerce-2018 HSSLC, Commerce-2018

D-5452

HostellersÕ admission in Class XI 
Science & Arts  is now open 

Criteria for admission are as follow: 
SCIENCE minimum 55% in Maths & 
(Girls)                minimum 55% Science   
SCIENCE minimum 65% in Maths & 
(Boys)                minimum 65% Science  
ARTS  Direct Admission for those 
(GIRLS )   qualiÞed in HSLC exam

St. John Hr Sec Residential School 
ADMISSION NOTICE 

CLASS XI HOSTELLERS SCIENCE (Both Girls & Boys)& ARTS (Only Girls) 
www.stjohndimapur.in

OfÞce hours between 
9AM-1:30 PM  

St. John Hr Sec Res School, 
Indisen Village,  
Diphu Road, Dimapur. 
info@stjohndimapur.in

AC 

HOSTELS

TOP 10 FreeAdmission

D-5455

CORRECTION
Apropos new report 
under caption ‘KVS 
teachers induction 
programme culmi-
nates’ published on 
May 24 of this local 
daily on page 2, the 
inaugural programme 
began on May 14 and 
not as published.
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Mini Fests
T

he ruling People’s Democratic Alliance (PDA) 
government in the state announced mini-
Hornbill Festivals in all the 12 districts start-
ing from the current year. These mini festivals, 

which will be coinciding with the 16 recognised tribes’ 
primary festivals, is supposed to spread the Hornbill 
Festival experience to other districts.  

The government notified that at least 2 neighbour-
ing tribes shall have to take part when these mini festi-
vals are held in the districts. Otherwise the main Horn-
bill Festival that is held in the first week of December 
every year allegedly benefits only the districts of Ko-
hima and Dimapur. 

As had been seen from previous experiments of 
conducting festivals in the districts, events become 
lacklustre after the initial boom. So, the government 
relenting to the popular demand will no doubt be suc-
cessfully kicked off but the prospect of its sustenance 
is quite doubtful. The government’s incorporation of 
other tribes into the events within a district might make 
the festival livelier and more colourful. It is a time-test-
ed formula that is seen as very successful in some vil-
lages bordering districts and it has become a heritage 
over the years.  A notable example is the Moatsü festival 
in Chuchuyimlang village that as a rule has participa-
tion from the Phom and the Konyak neighbouring vil-
lages.  Whether such cultural heritages will be affected 
positively by the newly launched mini fests in the dis-
trict headquarters is yet to be seen.  

Along with preservation of culture and identity, the 
main goal of these government-supported events is to 
promote tourism. Tourism has become one of the big-
gest markets around the world and Nagaland state also 
cannot be left behind. However, out of 2,43,214 people 
who visited the Hornbill Festival in 2017, only 2401 
were foreign tourists while 38700 were domestic tour-
ists. The remaining numbers to it were all locals from 
the state itself.  As for the foreign tourists, their main 
interest is to see Naga villages as it were or quite similar 
to that of those days Western explorers wrote about in 
the late 19th century and early 20th century. For this set 
of cultural foreign tourists, they would rather take the 
arduous journey to the districts only if they can have 
such an experience. So they would zero-in on just 2-3 
eastern districts. 

As a newly elected government it looks like the 
government’s decision is driven more by the popular 
demand but not based on proper study supported by 
facts. The demands to expand the main Hornbill Festi-
val to the other districts have seen a rise over the years 
especially in social media. The demands are mostly 
emotional and based on regional / tribal lines; it is 
more of a case of ‘why Kohima and Dimapur should 
have all the fun.’ 

Nonetheless, a substantial degree of trade and com-
merce will take place during the events as long as the 
government’s assistance provides for impetus along with 
the display of cultural heritage. It will also undoubtedly 
attract domestic tourists if not foreign tourists initially. 
The government must ensure proper campaign is un-
dertaken in the media. When other states in the country 
can have brand ambassadors, Nagaland too can at least 
have some proper commercials for the print, broadcast 
and new media to attract tourists. Unless these mini 
fests attract tourists, it will not be able to sustain.  

Ramya Natarajan | IANS

Garima Tripathi  | IANS

Grasping at Straws: Pathetic State of Biofuels in India 

Decoding Dementia: It’s Not a Demon 
(May 21-27 is Dementia Action 

[Awareness] Week)

F
or the past several winters, Delhi 
has drawn global attention for 
its life-threatening smog levels. 
This is attributed, in part, to the 

open burning of biomass residues like 
paddy straw and stubble in the neigh-
bouring states of Punjab and Haryana.

Ironically, while these residues can 
contribute to lethal levels of air pollu-
tion when burnt, they can in fact reduce 
air pollution if converted to biomass-
based fuels. So, with a no-brainer solu-
tion to the capital’s annual problem, 
what has held back its implementation?

The biofuels story so far in India has 
been pretty underwhelming, despite 
commendable efforts initiated by the 
government over the last decade and a 
half.

The Ethanol Blended Petrol Pro-
gramme (EBP), launched in 2003, 
aimed at promoting five per cent blend-
ing of molasses-based ethanol with pet-
rol. In 2008, the EBP further pushed the 
blending target to 10 per cent and al-
lowed production from sugarcane juice 
as well.

The National Biodiesel Mission, 
formed by the Planning Commission 
in 2003, proposed a two-phase strategy 
for biodiesel production from jatropha 
seeds to achieve a 10 per cent blending 
mandate with diesel by 2012.

Despite underachieving these 

blending targets, in 2009, the National 
Biofuels Policy set another ambitious 
target of 20 per cent blending for both 
ethanol and biodiesel by 2017. Today, 
we stand at best at a national average 
of 2.5 per cent ethanol and 0.5 per cent 
biodiesel blends.

The failure to achieve blending tar-
gets can be attributed to myriad rea-
sons. The primary cause is the lack of an 
efficient and reliable supply chain. Bio-
mass, which typically refers to plants, 
crop residues and organic wastes, 
comes in varying sizes and shapes, 
making transportation unwieldy and 
difficult to standardise as a process.

The fact that the quality of biomass 
varies with the type of crop adds to the 
difficulty of standardisation. Most crops 
and their residues are available on a 
seasonal basis and cannot be stored for 
long because they will rot. Even though 
biofuels have the potential to be carbon 
neutral, this is rarely achieved. Untreat-
ed raw biomass has a medium-to-low 
energy density, so the energy require-
ment for handling, transportation and 
processing trumps the energy content 
in the fuel -- making it a net emitter of 
carbon dioxide.

The need of the hour is a technology 
that can convert and compress biomass 
into a lighter, energy-dense solid, with a 
low moisture content and higher resist-
ance to weather conditions. Torrefac-
tion, if implemented properly, can be 
an apt solution.

Torrefaction is the process of slow 
heating or roasting of biomass in limited 
oxygen, to degrade the hemicellulose 
(which is the component of biomass 
responsible for its fibrous and unwieldy 
nature). This process releases moisture 
and some of the more volatile gases, 
thereby reducing the mass and volume 
but retaining most of the energy content.

Torrefied biomass is easy to trans-
port and has attributes similar to high 
quality coal-high energy content, low 
ash and moisture content and higher 
resistance to weather conditions. In 
fact, it has a significant advantage over 
high quality coal -- it is a clean and a re-
newable resource.

Torrefied biomass could also be 
a good option for producing metha-
nol. The government, advised by NITI 
Aayog, is interested in exploring the 
possibility of using methanol as an al-
ternative fuel in India. Globally, the 
well-established technologies for meth-
anol production use either natural gas 
or coal as the starting point.

Considering that India does not 
have sufficient indigenous natural gas 
reserves and that coal is a greenhouse 
gas nightmare, torrefied biomass could 
be a promising resource option. It can 
directly gel with the existing coal-to-
methanol technologies.

Torrefied biomass also has the po-
tential to produce compressed natural 
gas (bio-CNG) and biodiesel much bet-
ter than raw biomass, because of the 

improved supply chain and lowered 
carbon emissions. These fuels use crop 
residues and wastes as feedstock for tor-
refaction, thereby relieving us from the 
food-versus-fuel conundrum.

There is, however, a catch. While 
torrefaction is a proven technology at a 
pilot scale, there are no large-scale com-
mercial units yet that deal with all types 
of biomass residues. This is due to the 
lack of supporting mechanisms, both 
financial and infrastructural.

If the government can prioritise the 
set-up of a torrefaction demonstration 
plant, it would encourage investors to 
help carry this technology forward to 
commercialisation. With a robust bio-
mass supply chain based on decentral-
ised torrefaction units, the subsequent 
steps in the biofuels production process 
could easily fall into place.

Creating a well-oiled biomass sup-
ply chain machinery will, in turn, cre-
ate a demand for straw and stubble 
residues, making it more profitable for 
farmers to sell rather than burn them. 
The proposed strategy is in the interest 
of farmer welfare, critical to air quality 
improvement and could present a ma-
jor success story for biofuels in India.

(Ramya Natarajan is Senior Research 
Engineer at the Center for Study 

of Science, Technology and Policy 
[CSTEP], a technology policy think 

tank. The views expressed are those of 
CSTEP. The author can be contacted at 

ramya.n@cstep.in)

D
ementia affects the memory, thinking, behav-
iour and the ability to perform everyday activ-
ities. Alzheimer’s disease is the most common 
form of dementia. While it is true that most 

cases of dementia cannot be treated, early diagnosis can 
greatly help in managing the symptoms in most cases.

While raising awareness and offering support will 
always be important, we must go further to create a 
change in communities and change the attitude of 
people towards patients with dementia. We need a 
fresher approach towards dementia that includes ac-
tion taken by all stakeholders to create a caring envi-
ronment for the patient.

Patients with Alzheimer’s disease and dementia 
deserve our love and respect, but nothing can replace 
the full-time care and attention that a professional 
caregiver can provide. Caregivers should not involve 
people with dementia in decision-making because of 
their cognitive impairments; but we should treat them 
as if they had no cognitive impairments and help them 
retain simple decision-making joys.

We should plan our care around the experience, 
needs and abilities of the person with dementia. We need 

to be more understanding so that we can start to step 
into that person’s world and meet them where they are.
Alternate therapies and  
their huge impact
One caregiver reported the happy outcome of his pa-
tient with dementia who responded positively to his 
favourite music and when he was around his pet dog. 
Another reported that more than verbal communica-
tion, he resorted to the non-verbal means of commu-
nications like reading facial expressions of his patient 
as he discovered that such expressions communicate 
feelings. Eye contact, body language and touch proved 
to be great ways to understand a dementia patient.

Meaningful activities like listening to music, gar-
dening and alternate therapies like pet therapy have 
shown remarkable effects in many cases. A fresh per-
spective towards dealing with this is required. An at-
titude of acceptance can greatly encourage patients to 
come to terms with the change.

Healthcare providers, the government and support 
groups need to recognise that diseases of the elderly 
are going to be a huge public health problem in India. 

The prevalence of this disorder in India is accelerating 
and unrecognised cases of dementia are common in 
our population, especially among mild cases.

Cognitive screening programmes for the elderly, 
quality homecare for these patients and public edu-
cation policies designed to increase awareness of 
dementia are needed if interventions for individuals 
with potentially manageable dementia are to be im-
plemented.
Challenges and a holistic approach
The major challenge that needs to be addressed is 
changing the mentality of the people towards this 
burgeoning crisis. People need to be made aware of 
the fact that dementia and related problems are not 
merely old-age related ailments. These are neurologi-
cal complications that affect the aged that need proper 
diagnosis, care and support.

Proactive diagnosis of dementia and delirium is 
the need of the hour. With the increase in nuclear 
families, joined-up care among family, relatives and 
professional healthcare providers can be the optimal 
solution. Holistic treatment management with home 
healthcare providers in the comfort of one’s home will 
be the game changer.

(Garima Tripathi is the co-founder of Care24)

What we let into our minds shapes the 
state of our souls.

A few years ago, a woman shared with me a story 
about finding her preteen son watching news cov-
erage of a violent event. Instinctively, she reached 

for the remote and changed the channel. “You don’t need 
to be watching that stuff,” she told him rather abruptly. 
An argument followed, and eventually she shared that he 
needed to fill his mind with “whatever is right, whatever 
is pure, whatever is lovely . . .” (Philippians 4:8). After 
dinner, she and her husband were watching the news 
when suddenly their five-year-old daughter burst in and 
turned off the television. “You don’t need to be watching 
that stuff,” she declared in her best “mom” voice. “Now, 
think about those Bible things!” 

As adults, we can better absorb and process the 
news than our children. Still, the couple’s daughter was 
both amusing and wise when she echoed her mother’s 
earlier instructions. Even well-adjusted adults can be af-
fected by a steady diet of the darker side of life. Meditat-
ing on the kind of things Paul lists in Philippians 4:8 is 
a powerful antidote to the gloom that sometimes settles 
on us as we see the condition of our world.

Making careful decisions about what fills our minds 
is an excellent way to honor God and guard our hearts 
as well.

Father, open our eyes today to what’s beautiful. 
Teach us to meditate on You.

Change is Coming Sooner or Later!

When Will I  Stop  Paying 

The political u-turn in 
Karnataka has exposed 
the bigger intestine of  
the Central Govern-

ment. BJP Government tried 
to play the game in Karnataka 
by attaining single largest party. 
They forced themselves to form 
the Government. The BJP party 
in Nagaland celebrated the poll 
result of Karnataka. The Gov-
ernment collapsed in no time. 
Usually what goes around comes 
back to us. Some members must 
have gone to Karnataka to con-
dole them with traditional gifts. 
Congress and JDS received all 
the blame for joining hands to 
outdo BJP. (What we do is right, 
the same thing done by others is 
totally wrong) When NDPP and 
BJP allied to form PDA Govern-
ment in Nagaland, BJP was the 
happiest of all. The State Gov-
ernment is happy to be under 
the Central Government so as to 
receive its share in due season. 
No politicians want to live in the 
desert. The State Government of  
Nagaland is still yet to stabilize 
itself  strongly.

The central Government 
tried to interpret the Constitution 
of India differently for different 
State/people. Congress and JDS 
were put to a bitter test in Kar-
nataka because they were non-
BJP parties. BJP tried to put on 
sheep’s clothing in many States, 

but failed in front of the Indian 
Roller and Indian Elephant in 
Karnataka. The ability to ma-
nipulate rules and regulations 
differently from State to State is 
killing the authenticity of Indian 
politics. This is how change of  
laws disturb the smooth func-
tioning of the Government, both 
Central and State.

The formation of the re-
cent Government in Nagaland 
sounds good. The numerous ap-
prehensions about BJP and its 
hidden agenda (as it is called till 
date) were washed clean within 
a day. No party is good or bad 
by themselves. The people in the 
party formulate the party. Nagas 
are now amused by the play of  
the game. The game of life and 
the purgatory of Naga politics 
continue to linger. Can any math-
ematician systematically solve 
the sum of NDPP+BJP=PDA? 
Can a logician derive conclusion 
from the two premises (NDPP 
and BJP) and come to a conclu-
sion of PDA? Can Science ex-
plain the chemistry of the two 
substances becoming one? It is 
difficult for scholars to explain 
or experiment. Some politicians 
can supersede all scientists and 
scholars with their vague non-
lasting explanation. Any change 
is good, but if  change adversely 
affects the life of the people, than 
that change need to be changed. 

The present Government will 
surely do its best to put into ac-
tions their promises and manifes-
toes. This is the hope of the com-
mon men and women.

If we do not derive proper 
and reasonable answer for our 
present state of life, we can be 
easily tossed upon by any hear-
say. The change of political party 
from time to time clearly indi-
cates the instability of most poli-
ticians. As long as the party feeds 
them well, they are to proclaim 
only good news. Once the link 
of consumption ceases, the same 
party becomes the worst party. 
Because of this some people 
change for worse, while others 
remain stagnant. Before election, 
many political party workers in 
villages and towns give mass res-
ignation with the hope of chang-
ing their pockets. Yes, they have 
changed from ‘empty pockets 
to full pockets.’ But they failed 
to change themselves. What a 
disastrous change! Many people 
are still in the process of chang-
ing their party. This is called 
‘change.’ Can this be called ‘a 
good change?’ Likewise, if  BJP 
fails in the centre, Nagaland will 
give up all praises for BJP. Our 
politicians know where to seek 
refuge and shelter.

Change does not solely come 
from politicians. It starts with 
our own way of life. The way 

we live our life will greatly deter-
mine the desired change. Change 
can be a dream if we still dream 
of it without waking up to the 
reality of life. Why do we expect 
the politicians to change our way 
of life? No politician is a god or 
goddess to change our fate. We 
must determine our future with 
unwavering belief and convic-
tion. 

Today, Nagaland is going 
through a stage of ‘political 
consumerism.’ The common 
men and women consume the 
manifestos and philosophies of  
political parties without proper 
chewing and digestion. We con-
sume without sufficient analy-
sis of the content and its result. 
Some officials have consumed 
the financial assistance meant for 
the construction of high court. 
Few people continue to consume 
monetary funds and schemes of  
the towns and villages. We hap-
pily consume sufficient money 
during election and go dry till 
the next election. That is why 
Nagaland is called ‘Dry State.’ 
Everything is changing except 
the person. 

The campaign for MP Elec-
tion can be seen under the ban-
ner of ‘change.’ If  you want 
change, vote for ABC party, not 
XYZ. No one can change Nagas 
unless they decide to change by 
themselves. No politics or re-

ligion can change a person for 
better if  he/she is unwilling. 
Few politicians claimed to be the 
wise by their ignorant speech, 
‘the change speech.’ They claim 
to change Nagaland overnight. 
Adding to this, some local dai-
lies carried a headline of political 
disease statement, “If you are a 
Christian, vote for ABC and if  
you are a Hindu, vote for XYZ.” 
Is XYZ a Hindu? Or is ABC 
more Christian than XYZ? Are 
NPF and PDA (NDPP & BJP) 
competing in holiness of life? 
Are they proceeding for canoni-
zation of their candidates before 
the MP election? Can we allow 
politicians to speak and behave 
abnormally? Can we allow them 
to divide us for worse? Nagas 
are kind enough to forgive them 
often times. Politicians have the 
temptation of turning the Gospel 
truth into ghost-bell truth. They 
change from time to time so that 
they do not change accordingly.

Change may come, but it can 
be “selective change” not “gener-
al change.” The phase of change 
in the State capital does not 
mean that Nagaland is changing 
for better. The greatest change 
Nagas want is to allow the good 
to prevail against the existing evil 
of the society. 

Yours Sincerely,
Rev. Fr. G. L. Khing

Kohima

The Nagaland Peace talks have 
been going on for a while now. 
Lot of speculations are making 
rounds about its outcome and 

the contents of the final peace agreement. 
The peaceful conduct of the election is a 
testimony of the people’s verdict on the 
need for   peace, a clear indication of the 
weariness of the day to day affairs that I a 
common man suffers from.  Corruption, 
extortion continues and the ignomy suf-
fered by us is evident everywhere. I am in 
a state of affair in which right is projected 
as wrong, white as black, impacting the 
much required impetus to development in 
Nagaland. 

Some groups are continuously tak-
ing extortion money for seeking crea-

ture comforts and easy money. The un-
compromising and merciless collection 
of  money / commission/fines (various 
fancy words are used to hide the real mo-
tive) upon us continues which I do not 
want to pay. It has numerous names and 
forms e.g. ‘ajungben saru’ - emergency 
collection, collected from every house-
hold in a village, protection money - col-
lected from each truck passing through 
Kohima etc. These groups  according to 
some reports makes over Rs. 500 Crore 
approx per annum through extortion 
and other means.

They have made the system weak so 
that the person or agency  assigned to do a 
particular development work is barely left 
with any money to execute the actual con-

tracted work after giving everybody’s cut. 
They do it by generating fear psychosis 
through threats, causing destruction of pri-
vate and public property, targeting ameni-
ties meant for common man, extortion 
from unions, shopkeepers, illegal taxation 
etc… and all this to what end?

I am sickened by the conflict, corrup-
tion, extortion and lack of employment 
opportunities. It is leading, we the younger 
generations, taking recourse to may be 
substance abuse … further bringing our 
society on the verge of introspection.   

Today, where do we stand in compari-
son to the other seven sister states? Almost 
all baring one odd exception are witnessing 
development at a rapid pace. Their tour-
ism industry is flourishing and bringing 

them revenue. While, Nagaland continues 
to grapple with under developed road net-
work, susceptible to frequent disruptions 
and the lack of agro technology that is 
required to propel our organic agrarian 
economy. Do these Factions really deserve 
such a share of our hard earned and hon-
est money? How are we going to be on the 
path of progress, if  we are not able to en-
sure the utilization of the money given to 
us for our development. If  this continues 
… then we are surely going to miss the bus 
and continue to remain enclosed within 
the confines of under development.  How 
long should I bear the brunt and becomes 
the silent sufferer.   

Hukato Zhimo
Signal Basti, Dimapur

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

DAILY
PATH

Accidental Wisdom

BIBLE READ:    PHILIPPIANS 4:4–9
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 

admirable . . . think about such things.    
~  Philippians 4:8



The largest and deepest 
body of water known 
to us has never been 
sailed upon; it has 

no islands or shores, no wind-
churned waves, no sunlight-sil-
vered surface. This dark ocean 
can’t be found on any map of  
Earth – it’s more than 300 mil-
lion miles away, on Europa, one 
of at least 69 moons that orbit 
Jupiter. Data from the Galileo 
spacecraft, which flew past Eu-
ropa 11 times between 1995 and 
2003, revealed that an immense 
salty sea lies beneath this moon’s 
smooth icy surface. Estimated to 
be 60 miles deep – about eight 
times the maximum depth of  
the Pacific – it has two to three 
times as much water as all of  
Earth’s oceans combined.

And Europa isn’t some sin-
gularly soggy outlier. At least 
two additional Jovian moons – 
Ganymede and Callisto – have 
subsurface oceans. Titan and 
Mimas, which orbit Saturn, 
probably do, too. And there’s 
no doubt that another Saturnian 
moon, Enceladus, harbours 
water beneath its frozen crust, 
probably a volume comparable 
to the Great Lakes. Astonish-
ing and irrefutable evidence for 
Enceladus’s briny deep came 
in 2005 when the Cassini space 
probe captured images of gey-
sers spouting ice and water 
vapour hundreds of miles into 
space. Cassini even flew right 
through the geysers in October 
2015, skimming within 30 miles 
of the moon’s surface to sample 
their contents.

To say that the abundance 
and ubiquity of liquid water in 
the outer solar system complete-
ly upended scientists’ expecta-
tions doesn’t do justice to the dis-
coveries. Before the revelations 
provided by Cassini, Galileo 
and other probes, the consensus 
was stark: the moons around 
Jupiter and Saturn would look 
much like our own or those of  
Mars – rocky, crater-pocked 
wastelands utterly hostile to 
life. ‘Nobody expected that 
there were subsurface oceans,’ 
says Seth Shostak, an astrono-
mer with the SETI Institute in 
Mountain View, California. ‘It 
extends our concept of habit-
ability and where you might 
find life to worlds that we hadn’t 
considered before. We always 
assumed that it had to be on a 
planet. I reckon there are seven 
other places in our solar system 
where we have reason to think 
there might be life – at least the 
conditions for life. Seven! And 

most of them are moons!’
With so much water in our 

own neck of the cosmos, it’s 
almost certain that countless 
planets around other stars must 
have oceans too, not to mention 
retinues of wet moons. Astrono-
mers have already tentatively 
identified a few ‘water worlds’ 
beyond our solar system – plan-
ets with no dry land at all. ‘It’s 
mind-boggling,’ says Christo-
pher Glein, a Cassini mission 
scientist at the Southwest Re-
search Institute in San Antonio, 
Texas. ‘It’s like inventing a new 
field of oceanography.’

In hindsight, maybe the 
presence of extraterrestrial 
oceans shouldn’t have been such 
a surprise. Hydrogen makes up 
74 per cent of the ordinary mat-
ter in the Universe; oxygen is the 
third most-common element in 
existence. Combine the two, and 
you get… H2O. Astronomers 
have observed traces of water 
ice in craters on the Moon and 
even on Mercury – the planet 
closest to the Sun. It’s common 
in interstellar clouds and in the 
dusty disks of nascent planetary 
systems; it has already been de-
tected in the atmospheres of  
some giant exoplanets.

‘The study of exoplanets has 
been so explosive,’ says Bonnie 
Meinke, deputy project scientist 
for NASA’s James Webb Space 
Telescope, an exoplanet-spotting 
instrument scheduled for launch 
next year. ‘In the last 20 years, 
we’ve gone from knowing a 
handful of exoplanets to know-
ing thousands. And we now 
know that, for every star you 
see in the night sky, there’s prob-
ably a planet up there with that 
star. I think that we can expect 
that most of those little planets 
around those stars have some 
kind of water on them.’

And where there’s water 
there might be life – ‘follow the 
water’ has long been an axiom 
among astrobiologists. What 
makes water so essential? The 
chemical reactions that fuel the 
engines of life require a liquid to 
dissolve and transport molecules 
throughout a cell. Water is one 
of the best solvents known; it re-
mains liquid over a wider range 
of temperatures than almost 
any other substance. It’s possi-
ble that other liquids might fulfil 
water’s role in some truly alien 
biochemistries – lakes of liquid 
methane, for example, have 
been found on Titan. But so far 
there are no known exceptions 
to the life-needs-water rule.

So wouldn’t planets com-
pletely covered in that essential 
substance make ideal havens 
for life? Some recent research 

throws a giant wet blanket on 
such expectations: many worlds 
might actually have too much 
water for life to arise – or to 
thrive if  it did get started. ‘More 
is not necessarily better,’ says 
Steven Desch, an astrophysicist 
at Arizona State University. De-
sch and his colleagues have been 
running computer simulations 
of the exotic geophysical and 
atmospheric environments that 
might be found on alien worlds. 
Their goal is to provide a sort 
of planetary field-guide for fu-
ture generations of exoplanet 
hunters – Desch calls it a Peri-
odic Table of Planets. It would 
rank the types of worlds most 
likely to contain evidence of  
life’s byproducts in their atmos-
pheres – gases such as oxygen 
or methane, for example. Most 
importantly, those gases would 
have to be present in quantities 
large enough to be detectable by 
telescopes in the decades ahead. 
Says Desch: ‘We need to priori-
tise observations for those plan-
ets where we might get the best 
indicators of life.’

Water worlds, it turns out, 
might be one of the worst places 
to look. Desch’s team created a 
computer model of a planet re-
sembling Earth in nearly every 
respect: its size and its cosy 
not-too-cold, not-too-warm 
Goldilocks distance from a sta-
ble, Sun-like star. Then they 
drowned that world with about 
five to seven times as much wa-
ter as Earth has, enough to sub-
merge all its continents. (‘If  you 
put six oceans on Earth, that 
would cover Everest,’ says De-
sch.) By drenching their virtual 
world, they eliminated a crucial 
life-sustaining process that we 
Earthlings take for granted: the 
weathering of exposed rock.

Without rain or running wa-
ter to erode rock, the seas on the 
world created by Desch’s team 
contained very little phospho-
rus, an indispensable element 
for all life. Seawater itself  is 
simply not acidic enough to dis-
solve phosphorus as efficiently 
as freshwater can. ‘Phospho-
rus is super critical,’ says Tessa 
Fisher, a microbial ecologist at 
Arizona State University who 
worked with Desch. ‘In addition 
to RNA and DNA, it also makes 
up ATP, which is the energy-car-
rying molecule for pretty much 
all biochemistry as we know it. 
Terrestrial biochemistry as we 
understand it will not function 
in the absence of phosphorus.’

Desch and Fisher empha-
sise that their model doesn’t 
rule out the possibility of life 
on water worlds. The seas on 
such planets would probably 

contain some phosphorus, but 
not enough to support life on a 
scale that would leave a notice-
able imprint on the atmosphere. 
‘It would not have the 30 per 
cent oxygen atmosphere that 
you see on Earth,’ says Fisher. 
‘It’s quite possible that a planet 
entirely covered by oceans could 
be inhabited. It’s just that the life 
there would be so marginal it’s 
extremely unlikely we would be 
able to detect it from Earth with 
near-term technology.’

The most Earth-like worlds 
detected might all be too wet or 
weighed down with ice for life

There probably are some 
worlds, though, with so much 
water that life would be impossi-
ble. Desch’s team estimated that 
an Earth-size planet with 10 per 
cent of its mass in the form of  
water would be completely life-
less. Such a planet would have 
the equivalent of 400 of Earth’s 
oceans; the immense pressures at 
the bottom of its sea would create 
exotic dense forms of ice known 
as ice-six or ice-seven. ‘That 
would really screw things up be-
cause you would have no water-
rock interactions,’ says Desch.

As outlandish as those con-
ditions seem, these worlds might 
be more common than rocky 
bodies such as Earth. Water 
and rock are probably equally 
abundant in planetary systems 
throughout the cosmos. In our 
own solar system, comets, some 
moons and the frozen denizens 
of the Kuiper Belt out beyond 
Pluto are thought to consist of  
equal amounts of ice and rock. 
‘The outer planets are about 50 
per cent ice,’ says Desch. ‘That’s 
normal. What’s not normal is 
how dry Earth is.’

From our parochial per-
spective, Earth seems to be the 
quintessential ocean planet – 
the Pale Blue Dot – dominated 
by its seas. But all those oceans 
amount to the thinnest of films 
on the planet’s surface. By mass, 
Earth is only .025 per cent wa-
ter. With current technology, 
astronomers would be unable to 
tell if  an exoplanet such as Earth 
had any water at all. Astrono-
mers use two basic techniques 
to determine the compositions 
of exoplanets. First, they esti-
mate a planet’s size by observ-
ing how much light it blocks as 
it passes in front of its star. Then 
they measure the ever-so-slight 
wobble imparted to the star by 
the orbiting planet, which yields 
the planet’s mass. Dividing the 
planet’s mass by its volume gets 
the density, which in turn gives 
astronomers a rough idea of the 
percentages of gas, rocky matter 
and water in the planet.

‘Think about how thin our 
ocean is,’ says Desch. ‘It doesn’t 
change Earth’s radius in any 
way.’ For now, he says, astrono-
mers can tell if  an exoplanet has 
oceans only if  water accounts 
for about 10 per cent of its mass. 
And that, as mentioned above, 
would equal 400 Earth oceans, 
a life-crushing amount of water. 
So the only water worlds we can 
detect with existing technology 
would be unlikely to host any 
life. ‘That’s state of the art right 
now,’ says Desch. ‘We have the 
ability to look for water and we 
can see it when there is 10 per 
cent water, but that is way too 
much water.’

Seven such worlds orbit 
Trappist-1, a star 49 light-years 
away named by its Belgian dis-
coverers for their favourite brand 
of beer. All of them are about 
Earth’s size, and three of them 
lie within their star’s habitable 
zone, orbiting at distances that 
allow for the existence of liquid 
water. They’re among the most 
tantalisingly Earth-like worlds 
detected so far, but they might 
all be too wet or weighed down 
with ice for life.

Gauging the compositions 
of remote planets from a few 
pixels-worth of light snagged by 
a telescope is an inexact science 
at best. Given those constraints, 
Desch and his colleagues esti-
mate that the outermost planets 
of Trappist-1 consist of 50 per 
cent ice; the innermost planets 
seem to be at least 10 per cent 
liquid water and ice. ‘This is well 
beyond the extreme where you 
would cover continents,’ says 
Desch. ‘You would have hun-
dreds, or even 1,000 kilometres 
of high-pressure ice at the bot-
toms of oceans. That’s a dead 
planet.’

So what will it take to iden-
tify a ‘live’ planet, one with an 
Earth-like mix of continents 
and seas, not too wet, not too 
dry? Given the range of possible 
worlds out there, there must be 
many like ours – but how will 
we find them? The James Webb 
Space Telescope (JWST) will 
dominate astronomy once it 
starts its five-to-10-year mission 
in 2020; it will be able to analyse 
the atmospheres of giant, Nep-
tune-size exoplanets, and might 
even spot some ‘Super Earths’ 
– planets with masses two to 
10 times that of Earth’s. But it 
will be too nearsighted to make 
out the atmospheres, let alone 
oceans, of such worlds.

‘It’s very difficult to look at 
something so small – the size 
of Earth passing in front of its 
star – and see that little sliver of  
atmosphere,’ says Meinke, the 

JWST deputy project scientist. 
‘There are plans for future tel-
escopes that should be able to 
do that, and I will make this pre-
diction: I think we’ll be able to 
do that within my professional 
career. But Webb won’t be able 
to confirm water on a terrestrial-
type planet.’

Telescopes capable of di-
rectly imaging the oceans and 
land masses of another world 
are probably at least a couple of  
decades away. And even then 
the resolution will likely be lim-
ited to a pixel or two for the en-
tire planet. So here’s how one of  
the most portentous discoveries 
in the history of science – our 
first direct look at a world such 
as our own – might unfold: the 
colour of a single pixel will cycli-
cally shift from blue to brown as 
a faraway planet pirouettes, al-
ternately exposing its lands and 
seas to our eyes.

Before that day arrives, we 
might well find evidence of  
life in some of the exo-oceans 
much closer to home. And the 
most accessible such ocean is 
on Enceladus, which seems to 
have all the conditions needed 
for life. When the Cassini probe, 
racing along at almost 16,000 
miles per hour, dived through 
Enceladus’s plumes of ice water 
in October 2015, its instruments 
detected hydrogen, carbon diox-
ide and methane, evidence that 
this moon probably has deep-
sea hydrothermal vents much 
like Earth’s. ‘We literally tasted 
Enceladus’s ocean when we 
flew through the plume!’ says 
Glein, one of Cassini’s mission 
scientists.

The presence of hydrogen in 
particular was a sign that chemi-
cal reactions between hot rocks 
and saltwater at the bottom of  
Enceladus’s sea were breaking 
water apart into hydrogen and 
oxygen. A body as small as En-
celadus normally wouldn’t be 
expected to have any measurable 
amounts of hydrogen at all – the 
element is so light, it should have 
escaped into space long ago. So 
Enceladus’s hydrogen must be 
continuously replenished some-
how, and the most likely source 
is chemical reactions between 
hot rocks and water. Says Glein: 
‘Once we found the hydrogen, 
we could conclude that there is 
definitely a lot of chemical en-
ergy – the exact type of energy 
that organisms in the deep Earth 
or in hydrothermal vents use to 
power themselves.’

‘Maybe there are some mul-
ticellular things but I doubt you 
have things like tuna!’

Methanogens – an ancient 
type of bacteria found around 

hydrothermal vents on Earth – 
combine hydrogen with carbon 
dioxide, a reaction that releases 
energy for their metabolism and 
methane as a waste product. 
Simple organisms much like 
these are thought to have popu-
lated Earth’s early oceans. Even 
now, billions of years after they 
first appeared, methanogens 
live independently of sunlight, 
forming the base of a weird food 
chain that supports ecosystems 
of tubeworms and giant clams.

Could some form of life 
more complex than bacteria 
have arisen on Enceladus, Eu-
ropa or in the lightless depths 
of some other moon’s sea? ‘You 
might have bacterial life in these 
subsurface oceans but the en-
ergy sources to support much 
more complex organisms that 
require more food might be a 
stretch,’ says Shostak, the SETI 
astronomer. ‘It’s not to say it 
couldn’t happen – they’ve [the 
moons] been there for 4.5 billion 
years, so maybe there are some 
multicellular things but I doubt 
you have things like tuna!’

The only way we’ll answer 
such questions is to visit some of  
these worlds. NASA has already 
approved the Europa Clipper 
mission, which might launch as 
soon as 2024, and reach Jupiter 
by 2030. Plans call for the space-
craft to make 45 passes over Eu-
ropa, coming within 16 miles of  
its ice-covered surface. Future 
missions that actually land on 
Europa, Enceladus or Titan will 
look for complex amino acids 
and other biomolecules unique-
ly produced by living things.

With only one example to 
go by – our own world – it’s im-
possible to say whether life is ut-
terly ordinary or an improbable 
cosmic accident. ‘It’s commonly 
assumed that because the fossil 
or chemical evidence of life ex-
tends so far back into the past, 
that we think life started fairly 
quickly,’ says Glein. ‘And people 
have interpreted that as meaning 
that the origin of life is easy.’

Easy, hard or somewhere 
in between, we now know one 
thing for sure: if  life needs water 
to get started, there’s no short-
age of the stuff. ‘If  we’re think-
ing about the requirements for 
life, the water part of that equa-
tion has been pretty much filled 
in for our solar system,’ says 
Glein, ‘and presumably across 
the Universe.’

(Tim Folger is a science and 
nature writer, and a contributing 
editor at Discover and On Earth 

magazines. His writing has 
appeared in National Geographic, 

Smithsonian, and Scientific 
American, among others.)

The high prevalence of  
malaria parasites in 
blood for transfusion 
in sub-Saharan Africa 

could be a major setback in the 
fight against the disease in the 
region, a study suggests.

The study, presented in 
April 2018 at the 7th Multi-
lateral Initiative on Malaria 
(MIM) Pan African Malaria 
Conference in Dakar, Senegal, 
was a systematic review of the 
risk of transfusion-transmitted 
malaria from blood donors in 
sub-Saharan Africa.

Selali Fiamanya, a co-
author of the study and a 
research fellow at the World-
wide Antimalarial Resistance 
Network (WWARN), says his 
team assessed the presence of  

malaria parasites in 22,508 po-
tential blood donors in 24 stud-
ies conducted in nine countries 
of sub-Saharan Africa from 
2000 to 2017.

“The study assessed the 
presence of malaria parasites 
in blood bags. Prevalence 
ranged from 6.5 % to 74.1% 
in different study sites,” Fia-
manya says, noting that most 
of the studies were conducted 
in Central and West Africa, 
including more than 10 studies 
from Nigeria.

The researchers pooled 
data from individual studies 
to generate an estimate of the 
presence of malaria parasites 
in blood donations across the 
region. Based on the 24 stud-
ies, they estimated that malaria 
parasites could be detected in 
23% of donor blood.

“Malaria can be transmit-
ted by blood transfusion, and 

efforts to combat it should in-
clude investigation into blood 
products, an important often 
life-saving intervention which 
is conducted across the world,” 
Fiamanya tells SciDev.Net.

According to Fiamanya, 
who is also a research fellow at 
UK-based Oxford University’s 
Centre for Tropical Medicine 
and Global Health, the blood 
bank burden of malaria in sub-
Saharan Africa means preg-
nant women and children are 
being exposed to malaria para-
sites through transfusions.

“Our research is only the 
first line of inquiry needed to 
better understand the risk for 
pregnant women and children 
who receive the majority of  
transfusions in this region,” he 
says.

“The same investigations 
need to be done in Latin Amer-
ica and Asia to investigate the 

blood bank burden of malaria 
in these regions too, as it is like-
ly there is also a hidden source 
of infection.”

Philippe Guerin, a co-au-
thor of the study and the direc-
tor of WWARN, says: “The 
technical challenges of diag-
nosing Plasmodium parasites 
from blood donation products 
require attention, as does fur-
ther exploration to better un-
derstand this risk and [how to] 
mitigate it”.

Policy makers in sub-
Saharan Africa need to know 
about the possibility of a high 
risk of malaria transmission 
through their blood banks, says 
Guerin. “We recommend fur-
ther research into novel ways 
to screen and treat blood bank 
supplies, such as trials into the 
treatment of blood bags before 
patients receive a transfusion.”

He calls for closer col-

laboration between malaria re-
searchers and the blood banks 
to further develop approaches 
to respond to these risks.

In another study conduct-
ed from June to September 
2017 in Equatorial Guinea’s 
capital, Malabo, and presented 
at the same meeting, research-
ers indicated that out of 200 
blood samples collected at the 
city’s blood bank which were 
deemed to be malaria-free us-
ing rapid diagnostic tests, ma-
laria parasites were found in 
29.5 %.

Claudia Daubenberger, a 
co-author of the study and a 
researcher at the Swiss Tropi-
cal and Public Health Institute, 
says the study used highly sen-
sitive methods to detect all six 
malaria species that can infect 
humans. “Currently the used 
rapid diagnostic tests are not 
sensitive enough to detect low 

levels of Plasmodium falci-
parum infections and non-fal-
ciparum malaria species.”

Douglas Oimeke, a senior 
resident at the department of  
family medicine at The Aga 
Khan University East Africa, 
Kenya, tells SciDev.Net that 
any transfusion of blood, and 
blood products that contain 
red blood cells, carries with it 
the risk of malaria transmis-
sion — with the risk being 
more clinically significant in 
endemic areas.

“Clinically, all patients 
receiving blood transfusions 
containing red blood cells are 
supposed to be monitored for 
any features suggestive of ma-
laria parasites transmission,” 
explains Oimeke. “Signs and 
symptoms include but are not 
limited to fever, chills, head-
ache, yellowness of eyes and 
dark urine.”
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): If you’re looking 
for a new job, Aries, perhaps this is the day 
you find it. “Lucky” is the word that sums up 
today! Without encouraging you to play the 

lottery, you can be pretty sure that you’ll feel a surge of 
confidence. You’ll be able to resolve big or small prob-
lems with practicality and ease. That’s lucky enough, 
isn’t it?

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You’re filled 
with vitality today, Taurus. In other words, 
you’re going to feel great about yourself! 
You’re less afraid of meeting people, and you 

have fewer doubts about everything, including your-
self! This is going to be a great day to consider working 
a little bit less and thinking a little bit more about what, 
specifically, is making you feel so good. That way, you 
can recreate the feeling tomorrow.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You may have got-
ten a financial boost lately in the form of some 
sort of raise or reward, Gemini. The day ahead 
will make you realize that more discipline and 

work will be necessary if you want to continue to pros-
per. There’s no need for anxiety, but it’s a good day to put 
together a strategy for the future, one that’s airtight, wa-
terproof, and fail-safe!

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You’re almost 
certainly in a phase of psychological trans-
formation, Cancer, and there have recently 
been major changes in your circle of friends 

and associates. Today provides an opportunity to as-
sess just where you are and how far you’ve come. For 
instance, you could be introduced to a new team that 
compels you to display your talents. For an extrovert 
like you, this is right up your alley.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You might feel a lit-
tle worn out right now, Leo, as if you haven’t 
been getting enough vitamins or rest. Or 
you could feel like you’re losing track of 

issues that are important to you, such as your chil-
dren’s progress in school. You need to slow down a bit 
whether you want to or not. Today, give top priority to 
all the commonplace details of your daily life.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22):  If you’re in love, 
Virgo, you’ll love today. You could plan for 
almost anything from a little trip together to 
a lifetime full of children and grandchildren. 

Even though your foresight sometimes overcomes 
your spontaneity, let yourself yield to the unexpected 
a little bit. The future will be a bright contrast after the 
comparative gloom of the past few weeks.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Libra, you may 
feel a little tired and depressed over break-
fast this morning. Domestic responsibilities 
sometimes overload your spirit. How about 

treating yourself to a short vacation - a little free time 
just for you? You can justify it because it’s vital for your 
morale. Perhaps you can use the time off to draw up 
a weekly schedule and make your workload seem less 
daunting.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): This would be 
a good day for you to sort out your business, 
Scorpio. You should file important papers 
and get rid of extraneous materials or trivia at 

work. Taking the time to do this will save you even more 
time in the long run. As for your love life, be expressive. 
Clear up any old misunderstandings that could interfere 
with your pleasure. Above all, enjoy yourself!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): This is go-
ing to be a good day to see the doctor, Sagit-
tarius, but not because you’re sick. The atmo-
sphere is ideal for getting a checkup. You’ve 

been using a lot of energy recently, and you’d be well 
advised to take care of your body a bit more right now. 
Don’t be lazy about this. Get up, eat a good breakfast, 
take a brisk walk, and face the day renewed.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): This should 
be a peaceful day for you, Capricorn. Be sure 
to make the most of it, because it’s the calm 
before the storm. This could be a day of dis-

cussion and exchange with close friends or colleagues at 
work. It’s ideal to tighten some of your professional ties. 
Some people might suddenly seem more reasonable 
than you imagined them to be, so listen up!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): “Evidence” 
is the word for today, Aquarius. Everyone 
knows that you have a facility for spending 
your time thinking and analyzing. Today, on 

the other hand, you’re going to be “seeing” things. They 
will be clear. It will no longer be necessary to study, 
ponder, and review from every angle. It’s a little like 
you’ve just invented a new theory that repeatedly gets 
confirmed by others throughout the day.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You will sail 
through this day on the gentlest of breezes, 
Pisces. It’s like you’ve just come back from a 
week in the country. You’re calm, refreshed, 

and relaxed, and no amount of trouble at work can 
shake the feeling. You see things in a more positive light. 
Problems that once seemed insurmountable now re-
solve themselves almost without your help. Lucky you!

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Tim Folger | Aeon

Nelson Mandela 
Ogema |thewire.in

Our Aquatic Universe

The ‘Hidden’ Risk of Malaria via Blood Transfusions

We know that the universe is awash with watery moons and 
planets. How can we pinpoint which of them could support life?
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TN firing toll 13; Stalin, CM 
trade accusations on violence

Nipah kills one more in Kerala; public 
meetings banned, exams put off 

PNB fraud: ED charge-sheet names Nirav, 23 others Full five-year term for Kumaraswamy still not discussed— Dy CM

After carcass meat, now 
rotten fish seized in Kolkata

India, Netherlands agree to boost 
trade, cooperate across multiple sectors 

PTI

DMK Working President MK Stalin being detained by police personnel for staging a flash over the anti-
Sterlite violence at Tuticorin in which at least 11 people have been killed and scores injured, in Chennai, 
on Thursday.

PTI

Relatives and hospital officals wear safety masks as they perform the last rites of V Moosa (61), a ‘Nipah’ 
virus victim, at Kannam Parambu graveyard, in Kozhikode, on Thursday. 

PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi looks on as Netherlands Prime Minister Mark Rutte signs ‘International 
Solar Alliance’ agreement at Hyderabad House, in New Delhi, on Thursday.

Nirav Modi

Chennai/Tuticorin, May 
24 (PTI): The death toll 
from police firing at Tuti-
corin today went up to 13, 
even as cases were regis-
tered against opposition 
leaders, including DMK’s 
M K Stalin and actor-pol-
itician Kamal Haasan for 
defying probibitory or-
ders, officials said.

Over 100 people were 
arrested for protesting 
police firing on Tuesday 
and Wednesday in the 
port city that left 13 dead.

A m i d  a  p o l i t i c a l 
slugfest over the incidents 
of police-public clashes, 
DMK leader Stalin held 
a sit-in protest at Fort St 
George, the state secre-
tariat, before being physi-
cally lifted and removed 
by security personnel, 
while Chief Minister K 
Palaniswami broke his 
silence and blamed the 
opposition for “instigat-
ing” violence.

Among those killed 
were three women, a sen-
ior police officer told PTI.

C a s e s  w e re  f i l e d 
against Stalin, MDMK 
chief Vaiko, and Kamal 
Haasan, who recently 
founded political outfit 
Makkal Needhi Maiam, 
for defying prohibitory 
orders yesterday while 
visiting a hospital in Tuti-
corin where those injured 
in clashes were convalesc-
ing.

Over 100 people were 
arrested in Tuticorin for 
rioting, setting ablaze and 
damaging public prop-
erty, and assaulting police 
personnel.

Cases under IPC sec-
tions and the Tamil Nadu 
Public Property (Pre-
vention of Damage and 
Loss) Act were registered 
against them. As many as 
65 of those arrested were 
granted bail by a Tuticorin 
court later in the day.

Sandeep Nanduri and 
Murali Rambha, mean-
while, assumed charge 
as the Collector and SP of 
Tuticorin.

N Venkatesh and P 
Mahendran, collector and 
police superintendent re-
spectively were yesterday 
shunted out of Tuticorin 
following the violence.

Sporadic incidents of 
violence were reported 
from a few places in Tu-
ticorin city where a state-
run liqour outlet was ran-
sacked early today.

Normal life continued 
to be affected for the third 
day today as modes of 
public transport includ-
ing buses, and autos did 
not ply. Most shops were 
shut.

Police in anti-riot gear 
patrolled the streets as 
prohibitory orders ban-
ning assembly of more 
than four people contin-
ued to be in force.

The government had 

yesterday ordered sus-
pension of internet servic-
es in Tuticorin and adjoin-
ing districts of Tirunelveli 
and Kanyakumari for five 
days to prevent spread of 
rumours through social 
media and help restore 
peace. Violent protests 
had erupted in the city on 
Tuesday and Wednesday 
as locals took to streets 
demanding closure of 
a copper factory of the 
Vedanta group over pol-
lution concerns.

Demanding the res-
ignation of Palaniswami 
and sacking of state police 
chief T K Rajendran over 
large-scale arson and vio-
lence in Tuticorin, about 
600 km from state capital 
Chennai, Stalin staged a 
sit-in with party MLAs at 
Fort St George complex.

Even after police re-
moved the agitators from 
the secretariat premises, 
they continued the pro-
test at Rajaji Salai, right in 

front of Fort St George.
Raising slogans like 

“we want justice” and 
“shame on the govern-
ment,” the protesters de-
manded immediate resig-
nation of the Palaniswami 
government.

A Palaniswami broke 
his silence and blamed 
opposition parties and 
anti-social elements for 
the violence that brought 
the city down to its knees.

Terming the incidents 
as “unfortunate,” he con-
doled the deaths and said 
all past agitations for the 
closure of the plant were 
peaceful.

“This time around it 
(protest) turned violent. 
It was due to instigation 
by some political parties 
and owing to infiltration 
by anti-social elements,” 
Palaniswamy, who is un-
der relentless attack from 
the Opposition, said.

Recalling steps taken 
by the AIADMK govern-

ments for the closure of 
the plant, Palaniswami 
said the “deliberate” vio-
lence was meant “to bring 
disrepute to the govern-
ment and put it under 
pressure”.

He said the state gov-
ernment was making ef-
forts for the closure of the 
plant since 2013, when 
late J Jayalalithaa was the 
chief minister.

“As far as Amma’s gov-
ernment is concerned, we 
respect people’s feelings,” 
he said, adding all legal 
steps were under way to 
shut the Sterlite plant, 
and cases were pending 
before the Supreme Court 
and High Court.

Stalin said DMK and 
ally Congress’s MLAs boy-
cotted today’s meeting 
of the Business Advisory 
Committee of the state 
legislature ahead of the 
start of the Assembly ses-
sion on May 29.

The Leader of Oppo-
sition assailed the chief 
minister for not visiting 
the families of the victims 
of police firing, and said 
the shifting of the district 
collector and police chief 
hardly mattered, as it did 
not amount to any action 
against them.

“The chief minsiter is 
not bothered about the 
people. He should im-
mediately resign. Direc-
tor General of Police T K 
Rajendran must also be 
removed or he should 
resign,” Stalin said, adding 
MLAs of his party and ally 
Congress made these de-
mands at the BAC meet-
ing before walking out.

The government had 
yesterday constituted 
an inquiry commission 
headed by retired HC 
judge Aruna Jagadeesan 
to probe the circumstanc-
es leading to violence and 
subsequent police firing.

Kozhikode/Malappuram 
(Kerala),May 24 (IANS): 
With the death of one 
more patient on Thurs-
day morning, the Nipah 
virus has claimed 12 lives 
in Kerala till now, while 
a fresh case of a nursing 
student in Kozhikode test-
ing positive has surfaced, 
officials said.

Death of Moosa was 
confirmed at a private hos-
pital where he was being 
treated. Earlier this month, 
his two sons and another 
relative also died due to 
the virus infection. They 
were the first cases of Ni-
pah reported last week.

Although the number 
of patients coming for 
treatment with symptoms 
of Nipah virus infection 
has gone down, Kozhikode 
Collector U.V. Jose has 
banned till May 31 all 
public meetings and even 
training courses, including 
tuitions, to avoid assembly 
of people.

The University of 
Calicut on Thursday an-
nounced postponement 
of all examinations listed 
for this week. A public 
service examination has 
also been deferred in view 
of the current situation in 
the district.

The Health Depart-
ment said on Thursday 
that a total of 160 samples 
were sent for testing to 
Pune. Of the 22 results that 
came, 14 are positive.

Adding to the 14, a 
woman nursing student 
at Kozhikode is reported 
to have become the latest 
person to test positive for 
the infection.

The Kozhikode Medi-
cal College has 136 pa-
tients and nearby Malap-
puram district 24 patients 
under observation.

The authorities have, 
in the meantime, come 
out with a protocol to be 
carried out when the last 
rites of Nipah victims is 
performed.

While cremation is fa-
voured as the best method 
to stop further spread of 
infection, in case families 
opt for burial, the body 
would have to be covered 
in a polythene bag and 
then put into a deep pit.

A large number of 
medical professionals 
and health experts de-
puted by the Centre, state 
government and the pri-
vate sector are working 
in Kozhikode and Malap-
puram districts. 

They are meeting 

those under observation, 
besides running aware-
ness programmes, an of-
ficial said. Malappuram 
District Medical Officer K. 
Sakina told the media that 
the only thing the people 
in the district need to do is 
to follow the directions of 
the health authorities.

“Things are under con-
trol. What is being seen 
now is that if anyone has 
fever, there is a panic and 
when a patient tests posi-
tive, neighbours and rela-
tives of the affected also 
turns panicky. 

“We have opened a 
control room and we are 
always on the alert and we 
are doing everything pos-
sible to keep things under 
check. Therefore, no one 
needs to fear, instead they 
should cooperate with us,” 
said Sakina.

The authorities in 
Kozhikode on Thursday 
decided to take action 
against two staff members 
at the state-owned crema-
torium here for not coop-
erating with the conduct 
of the last rites.

Transmission of Nipah 
virus takes place through 
direct contact with in-
fected bats, pigs or other 
Nipah-infected persons.

Mumbai, May 24 (IANS): 
The Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) on Thursday filed 
a charge-sheet against fu-
gitive diamond merchant 
Nirav Modi and 23 others, 
including his father, sister 
and brother-in-law, in the 
over INR 13,400 crore Pun-
jab National Bank (PNB) 
scam.

The fraud was commit-
ted during 2011-2017 by 
illegally issuing Letters of 
Undertaking (LoUs) and 
Foreign Letters of Credit 
(FLCs). 

The charge-sheet or 
the prosecution complaint 
-- running in about 12,000 
pages -- was submitted in 
a special court in Mumbai 
naming Nirav Modi, his 
sister Purvi Mehta, broth-
er-in-law Maiank Mehta, 
brother Neeshal Modi, 
relative Nehal Modi, fa-
ther Deepak Modi and 18 
others.

Nirav Modi’s three 
firms -- Solar Exports, Stel-
lar Diamonds and Dia-
monds R US -- which had 
fraudulently obtained Rs 
6,498 crore through LoUs 
issued by the Mumbai’s 
Brady House Branch of 
PNB were also named in 
the charge-sheet. 

The charge-sheet said 
the funds so obtained by 
these firms were partly 
utilised for payment to 
various overseas compa-
nies and also for offsetting 

Kolkata, May 24 (IANS): After the exposure 
of a racket in the sale of carcass meat col-
lected from dumpyards, the civic authori-
ties on Thursday seized around 70 kg of 
rotten fish during a surprise check on the 
city’s southern outskirts.

A shop was sealed by the Budge Budge 
Municipality officials on charge of storing 
rotten fish in refrigerators for a long dura-
tion. “We found two big freezers storing 
almost 70 kg fish and 4-5 kg meat,” said 
a municipal official who was part of the 
raiding team.

“Everything was stale, though frozen 
with lots of ice. While inspecting, we could 
see insects crawling in the meat. I am sure 
the fish was stored for a long time,” she 
added.

“We conduct suprise checks in area 
markets from time to time. The carcass 
meat racket also came to light in our local-
ity first during the surprise check. After 

that, we had been continuing with our 
inspections, during which we got a tip-off 
about fish being stored in two big refrigera-
tos in the area,” said the official.

The carcass meat racket was busted 
last month after authorities raided animal 
dump yards in Budge Budge and a few 
other places.

A dozen people have since been arrest-
ed for alleged involvement in the racket, 
wherein carcass meat was collected from 
dumpyards in and around the city and 
stored in cold storage and later supplied to 
city restaurants and departmental stores.

“It is not that the carcass meat racket 
and the rotten fish business is thriving only 
at Budge Budge. It is just that we are the 
ones who have caught hold of the culprits 
first,” she added.

Legal action is being taken and the 
municipality has also lodged a complaint 
with police.

New Delhi, May 24 (IANS): 
India and The Netherlands 
on Thursday agreed to 
boost bilateral trade and 
investment and strengthen 
cooperation across multi-
ple sectors, including agri-
culture and food process-
ing, water management 
and science and technol-
ogy, following a bilateral 
summit between Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and his Dutch counterpart 
Mark Rutte.

Jointly addressing the 
media with Rutte after at-
tending an India-Nether-
lands CEOs Round Table 
that followed the bilateral 
summit, Modi said that 
hundreds of Dutch compa-
nies have been operating in 
India for many years now.

According to figures 
released by the External 
Affairs Ministry, India and 
The Netherlands have a 
bilateral trade of $7.621 bil-
lion (April 2017-Feb 2018).

On his part, Rutte said 
that ties between India 
and The Netherlands have 
become very close both 
on the economic and the 
political sides.

According to a joint 
statement issued follow-
ing the summit, Modi and 
Rutte acknowledged the 
role of the private sector in 

boosting trade and invest-
ment relations and under-
lined the opportunities for 
intensive Indo-Dutch col-
laborations under India’s 
flagship initiatives such as 
Make in India and StartUp 
India. 

In his address, Modi 
said that agriculture and 
food processing hold spe-
cial significance for India 

as these are related to the 
country’s food security.

 The joint statement 
said that innovation, tech-
nology and governance 
being key-ingredients in 
Indo-Dutch water coop-
eration, the respective in-
stitutions of the two coun-
tries have joined hands in 
several projects including 
a waste2wealth approach 

to solid waste and waste 
water in the Hindon Basin, 
in assisting leather indus-
tries in Kanpur and Unnao 
to adopt eco-friendly tech-
nologies, and in conserva-
tion of water through ef-
ficient agriculture practices 
in the sugarcane industry 
of Uttar Pradesh.

Modi also said that 
Indo-Dutch cooperation 

in science and technol-
ogy has completed 10 years 
and expressed confidence 
that this will be further 
strengthened when The 
Netherlands will partici-
pate as the partner country 
in the Tech Summit to be 
held in India in 2019.

Following Thursday’s 
summit, the Dutch Prime 
Minister also signed the 
framework agreement of 
the India-initiated Interna-
tional Solar Alliance (ISA) 
in the presence of Modi.

Launched by Modi 
and then French Presi-
dent Francois Hollande at 
the Paris climate summit 
in 2015, the ISA was con-
ceived as a coalition of so-
lar resource-rich countries 
to address their special 
energy needs and provide a 
platform to collaborate on 
dealing with the identified 
gaps through a common, 
agreed approach.

Apart from Rutte sign-
ing the ISA framework, 
India and The Netherlands 
also signed a wide range of 
agreements and initiatives 
across different sectors like 
knowledge institutions, 
water, agrifood and hor-
ticulture, hi-tech, IT and 
space, life sciences and 
health, smart cities, busi-
ness, and sustainability.

earlier LoUs.
T h e  d i a m a n t a i re 

left India with his fam-
ily around a month before 
PNB filed its first com-
plaint with the Central 
Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) in the fraud on Feb-
ruary 29. 

“It was revealed dur-
ing investigation that the 
payments were made to 
17 dummy overseas enti-
ties in Hong Kong, Dubai 
and the US since 2011 in 
the guise of export and 
import.

“The directors and 
shareholders in these 
companies were also 
dummy and were em-
ployed in Nirav’s Firestar 
group of companies. They 
were working as per the 
directions of Nirav and 

his other trusted officials 
Shyamsunder Wadhwa, 
Aditya Nanavati, Mihir 
Bhansali and Saju Pou-
lose,” the charge-sheet 
said. 

It said the dummy 
directors were just “me-
chanically transferring the 
goods and monies without 
any economic rationale 
and logic”.

The funds acquired by 
fraudulent means were 
siphoned off within the 
country as well as to the 
overseas dummy compa-
nies owned by Nirav Modi, 
the charge-sheet said, 
adding the agency traced 
diversion of the proceeds 
of crime to the extent of 
$629.21 million relating to 
several group companies. 

The charge sheet has 

Bengaluru, May 24 (PTI): A day ahead of the 
trust vote, Karnataka Deputy Chief Minister G 
Parameshwara today said the Congress-JD(S) 
coalition was yet to discuss modalities about H 
D Kumaraswamy continuing as Chief Minister 
for a full five year term.

“We have not yet discussed those modali-
ties,” he said in response to a question whether 
Kumaraswamy will be the Chief Minister for 
full five year term.

Speaking to reporters here, he said “we are 
also yet to decide on what portfolios have to 
go to them and what should be with us, then 
five years term- whether they should be or we 
should also...all those modalities we have still 
not discussed.” 

Ahead of his swearing-in, Kumaraswamy 
had dismissed reports about his party work-
ing out a power sharing formula of heading 
the government for 30 months each, with its 
coalition partner the Congress, saying “No 

such talks have taken place.”
Responding to a question about several 

leaders being unhappy over party’s choice for 
the Deputy Chief Minister post and on issues 
relating to portfolios, Parameshwara said, no 
one has sought any position from him or Con-
gress president Rahul Gandhi.

Ruling out any differences between the 
leaders, he said there was nothing wrong in 
asking for position. Asked about senior Con-
gress leader D K Shivakumar being unhappy 
and holding a separate meeting with a few 
MLAs, Parameshwara said, “all MLAs are to-
gether and we will be successful in the floor 
test.”

Reports said Shivakumar, who was also a 
contender for the deputy chief minister’s post, 
was unhappy with the party leadership.

Shivakumar, who emerged as a key figure 
in keeping the party MLAs together before 
the trust vote of BJP’s Yeddyurappa govern-

ment, was reportedly upset over not getting 
the Deputy CM post. About his continuation 
as KPCC president, Parameshwara said he has 
not heard anything from the high command 
on the matter, but he might have to opt for 
one position.

Asked about the demand that Shivakumar 
be made party chief, Parameshwara said, “it 
is a happy thing if he becomes president as 
an experienced politician and leader will lead 
the party.” On whether there will be another 
Deputy Chief Minister along with him, he said 
was not aware of it. After the floor test Congress 
and JD(S) leaders along with the Chief Minister 
would sit together to decide on a coordination 
committee, Parameshwara said.

Claiming that the party was not defeated in 
the election as Congress’ vote share was more 
than the BJP, Parameshwara said a committee 
would formed and it would travel across the 
state and find reasons for the party’s defeat.
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Trump cancels June 12 summit 
meeting with Kim Jong Un 

China says report on President Xi asking Pak 
to relocate LeT chief Saeed shocking, baseless

US demands two Venezuelan diplomats leave within 48 hours — state dept.Missile that downed MH17 came 
from Russian military — investigators

North Korea demolishes nuclear test site Sharif sends INR 1 billion 
legal notice to NAB chief 

Washington, May 24 
(PTI): In a surprise move, 
US President Donald 
Trump today cancelled 
his proposed summit 
meeting with North Ko-
rean leader Kim Jong-un 
on June 12 in Singapore 
and blamed Pyongyang’s 
“tremendous anger” and 
“open hostility” for his 
decision.

Trump’s announce-
ment came hours after 
North Korea carried out 
what it said is the demoli-
tion of its nuclear test site 
today. 

“I was very much look-
ing forward to being there 
with you. Sadly, based 
on the tremendous an-
ger and open hostility 
displayed in your most 
recent statement, I feel it 
is inappropriate, at this 
time, to have this long-
planned meeting,” Trump 
wrote in a letter to Kim 
which was released to the 
press.

“Therefore, please let 
this letter serve to repre-
sent that the Singapore 
summit, for the good of 
both parties, but to the 
detriment of the world, 
wil l  not  take place,” 
Trump said in his letter 
dated May 24. 

“You talk about your 
nuclear capabilities, but 
ours are so massive and 
powerful that I pray to 
God they will never have 
to be used,” he said, in an 
apparent warning to the 
North Korean leader.

Washington has made 
it clear it wants to see the 
“complete, verifiable and 
irreversible denuclearisa-

Beijing, May 24 (PTI): 
China today dismissed 
as “shocking” and “base-
less” a media report that 
President Xi Jinping has 
asked Pakistan to relo-
cate the Mumbai terror 
attack mastermind and 
JuD chief Hafiz Saeed to a 
West Asian country, amid 
mounting international 
pressure on Islamabad to 
act against him.

According to the re-
port, a close aide of the 
prime minister of Paki-
stan said that Xi made 
the suggestion to Shahid 
Khaqan Abbasi during 
their meeting on the side-
lines of the Boao Forum 
in China last month.

“At a 35-minute meet-
ing, at least 10 minutes of 
the discussion dealt with 
Saeed. The Chinese Presi-
dent was keen on press-
ing the Prime Minister to 
find an early solution to 
keep Saeed away from the 
limelight,” an unnamed 
close aide of Abbasi was 
quoted as saying. 

Reacting to it, Chinese 

Foreign Ministry spokes-
person’s office said today 
the report was “shocking 
and baseless”.

“It is shocking and 
baseless that’s all we can 
say,” the official from the 
spokesperson’s office told 
PTI here, declining to 
comment further on the 
report.

Considering the close 
relations enjoyed be-
tween China and Paki-
stan, there is sense of dis-
quiet here over the report 
in the backdrop of the 
current tussle between 
the Pakistan government 
headed by Pakistan Mus-
lim League-N (PML-N) 
and the powerful military.

Earlier this month, 
Pakistan’s ousted prime 
minister Nawaz Sharif, 
who has been disquali-
fied to hold public office 
for life by the Supreme 
Court in the Panama 
Papers case, admitted 
Pakistan’s involvement 
in 26/11 Mumbai terror 
attack.

W i t h o u t  n a m i n g 

AP/PTI

PTI

People watch a TV screen showing file footage of U.S. President Donald Trump, left, and North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un during a news program at the Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea.

XI Jinping (File Photo) 

Utrecht, May 24 (PTI/
A F P ) :  In v e s t i g a t o r s 
probing the 2014 down-
ing of flight MH17 said 
today for the first time 
that the missile which 
shot down the plane 
over eastern Ukraine 
travelled from a Russian 
military brigade.

The Joint Investiga-
tion Team “has come to 
the conclusion that the 
BUK-TELAR that shot 
down MH17 came from 
53rd Anti-aircraft Missile 
Brigade based in Kursk in 
Russia,” top Dutch inves-
tigator Wilbert Paulissen 
said.

“The 53rd Brigade 
forms part of the Russian 
armed forces,” he told re-
porters at a press confer-
ence in the Netherlands.

The Malaysian Air-
lines flight was blown out 
of the sky over conflict-
wracked east Ukraine 
on July 17, 2014 en route 
from Amsterdam to Kua-
la Lumpur.

All 298 passengers 
and crew, most of them 
Dutch, were killed in the 

disaster. But there were 
17 nationalities on board 
including Australians, 
Britons, Malaysians and 
Indonesians.

The investigators 
had previously con-
cluded that the plane 
was brought down by 
a Russian-made BUK 
missile system brought 
in from Russia and fired 
from territory in Ukraine 
held by Moscow-backed 
rebels. But they have 
stopped short of directly 
saying who pulled the 
trigger.

Now the team has 
painstaking recreated 
the route taken by the 
missile convoy from 
Kursk across the border 
into Ukraine using vid-
eos and photos.

Paulissen added the 
team had “ascertained 
that the BUK-TELAR 
has a number of unique 
characteristics. These 
characteristics as such 
served as a type of fin-
gerprint for the missile.” 
Moscow has repeatedly 
denied any involvement 

in the downing of the 
Boeing flight 777, putting 
the blame instead on 
Kiev.

The probe being led 
by The Netherlands is 
focusing on some 100 
people suspected of 
having played an “active 
role” in the incident, but 
investigators have not 
yet publicly named any 
suspects.

Chief investigator 
Fred Westerbeke said 
Thursday the probe was 
now in its “last phase” 
but added there was “still 
work to be done”.

Over the past years 
“we’ve gained a lot of 
proof and evidence but 
we are not ready yet” to 
move towards bringing 
charges, he told the press 
conference.

Dutch officials have 
announced that the trial 
of any suspects arrested 
in the shooting down of 
flight MH17 will be held 
in the Netherlands under 
an agreement reached 
with the countries lead-
ing the joint probe.

Pu n g g ye - r i , Ma y  2 4 
(IANS): North Korea de-
stroyed its only known 
nuclear test site with a 
series of explosions over 
several hours on Thurs-
day, taking an initial step 
towards denucleariza-
tion, according to jour-
nalists visiting the area.

The North dynamited 
the North Portal, also 
referred to as Tunnel No. 
2, at Punggye-ri, a north-
eastern remote area, at 
11 a.m., Yonhap news 
agency reported.

Two other tunnels 
were destroyed at 2.17 
p.m. followed by the 
explosion of barracks, 
observation towers and 
other facilities on the 
ground.

The blasts ended at 
4.17 p.m., the journalists 
said without clarifying 
whether Tunnel No. 1 
or the East Portal, was 
removed as well. Among 
the four tunnels in the 
zone, the East Portal was 
evidently abandoned 
earlier, according to 38 
North, a US-based web-
site. 

North Korea allowed 
a select group of journal-
ists from Britain, China, 
Russia, South Korea and 

the US to watch its engi-
neers destroy and close 
tunnels in the Punggye-ri 
test site, where the coun-
try conducted all six of its 
nuclear tests. 

No independent out-
side nuclear monitors 
were invited to verify the 
dismantlement of the 
site.

The South Korean 
government welcomed 
the move, voicing hope 
for further progress in 
efforts for a nuclear-free 
Korea.

“ The gover nment 
evaluates the disman-
tlement of the nuclear 
test site this time as the 
meaningful first step for 
translating North Korea’s 
will for complete denu-
clearization, which it 
expressed via the South-
North summit, into ac-
tion,” the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs said in a 
statement.

It added that it will 
continue diplomatic ef-
forts to realize the com-
plete denuclearization 
stipulated in the Pan-
munjom Declaration, re-
ferring to the inter-Kore-
an summit deal reached 
in April, and the estab-
lishment of permanent 

peace on the peninsula.
In its own statement, 

the North said it “com-
pletely” collapsed the 
nuclear test facilities.

The Nuclear Weapons 
Institute of the DPRK said 
it held a ceremony for 
completely dismantling 
the northern nuclear test 
ground of North Korea 
on May 24, according to 
the Korean Central News 
Agency.

“The Punggye-ri test 
site was what the North 
had used to advance its 
nuclear capabilities,” 
said Chang Cheol-un, 
a researcher at the In-
stitute for Far Eastern 
Studies in Kyungnam 
University. “It should be 
regarded as a symbolic 
step of finally submerg-
ing the North’s nuclear 
test site.”

But sceptics claimed 
the demolition had lit-
tle substantial effect on 
the North’s nuclear pro-
gramme as Punggye-ri 
may had already been 
rendered useless due to 
repeated blast tests.

Some say that the 
North has completed its 
nuclear technology and 
does not need to conduct 
tests anymore.

Islamabad, May 24 (PTI): 
Pakistan’s ousted prime 
minister Nawaz Sharif to-
day sent a legal notice to 
the National Accountabil-
ity Bureau (NAB) chairman 
Justice (retd) Javed Iqbal for 
issuing a statement that 
accused him of laundering 
USD 4.9 billion to India.

The notice was in ref-
erence to a NAB press re-
lease issued after a news 
item published by a local 
newspaper incorrectly ref-
erenced the World Bank’s 
2016 Migration and Re-
mittance Book to say that 
India’s foreign exchange 
reserves increased by USD 
4.9 billion due to huge cash 
inflows from Pakistan at-
tributable to money laun-
dering by the Sharif family, 
Dawn reported.

In the notice to the NAB 
chairman, sent through his 
lawyer Barrister Manzoor 
Dogal, Sharif described the 
press release as an attempt 
to influence the upcoming 
elections, the paper said. 

The PML-N supreme 
leader demanded that 
Iqbal tender an apology 
for his “insulting” press 
release and pay Rs 1 billion 

as damages within the next 
14 days.

According to the legal 
notice, if the NAB chair-
man does not tender an 
apology or does not pay 
damages, legal action will 
be taken against him.

On May 17, a different 
lawyer, A.K. Dogar, had 
sent a legal notice to Iqbal 
on Sharif’s behalf. In that 
notice, the NAB chief was 
asked to either apologise 
or resign from his post as 
NAB chief.

Taking notice of a 
newspaper article based 
on a “flawed” report of the 
World Bank, NAB had said 
it has started looking into 
whether ousted premier 
Sharif was involved in the 
alleged laundering of USD 
4.9 billion to India.

The World Bank had 
promptly responded and 
stated that “the report does 
not include any mention 
of money laundering nor 
does it name any individu-
als”, while the State Bank of 
Pakistan (SBP) had said the 
estimates showed in the 
WB report were based on 
“assumptions” which did 
not reflect reality.

tion” of the North. But 
Pyongyang has vowed 
it will never give up its 
nuclear deterrence until 
it feels safe from what it 
terms US aggression. 

“I felt a wonderful 
dialogue was building 
up between you and me, 
and ultimately, it is only 
that dialogue that mat-
ters. Someday, I look very 
much forward to meeting 
you,” wrote the US Presi-
dent. Trump, however, 
kept the door open for 
future talks with Kim.

“If you change your 
mind having to do with 
this most important sum-
mit, please do not hesitate 
to call me or write. The 
world, and North Korea 
in particular, has lost a 
great opportunity for last-

ing peace and great pros-
perity and wealth. This 
missed opportunity is a 
truly sad moment in his-
tory,” Trump said.

He also thanked Kim 
for the release of the three 
American hostages who 
are now home with their 
families in the US. 

“That was a beauti-
ful gesture and was very 
much appreciated,” he 
said.  The Americans 
-- Kim Dong Chul, Kim 
Hak-song and Kim Sang 
Duk, also known as Tony 
Kim -- were freed on May 
9 by North Korea while 
Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo was on a visit to 
Pyongyang to finalise the 
details of the Trump-Kim 
summit.

The trio had been 

jailed for anti-state activi-
ties and placed in North 
Korean labour camps

In his letter, Trump 
appreciated the North 
Korean leader for his ef-
forts towards the meeting.

“We greatly appreciate 
your time, patience, and 
effort with respect to our 
recent negotiations and 
discussions relative to a 
summit long sought by 
both parties, which was 
scheduled to take place 
on June 12 in Singapore. 
We were informed that 
the meeting was request-
ed by North Korea, but 
that to us is totally irrel-
evant,” he said. 

In April, Trump had 
stunned the world by ac-
cepting an invitation to 
meet Kim in an unprec-

edented sit-down.
Trump and Kim had 

previously traded insults 
and threats. 

The summit would 
have been the first ever 
meeting between a sitting 
US president and North 
Korean leader. 

Trump’s announce-
ment today coincides 
with North Korea’s move 
to demolish its under-
ground nuclear test site 
deep in the mountains 
of the sparsely populated 
northeast.

Earlier, North Korea’s 
vice-minister of Foreign 
Affairs Choe Son Hui 
slammed a media inter-
view in which US Vice 
President Mike Pence 
warned Kim that it would 
be a “great mistake” to try 
and play Trump.

Pence also said North 
Korea could end up like 
Libya,  whose former 
leader Muammar Gaddafi 
was killed by US-backed 
rebels years after giving 
up atomic weapons, “if 
Kim doesn’t make a deal”.

“I cannot suppress my 
surprise at such ignorant 
and stupid remarks gush-
ing out from the mouth 
of the US vice-president,” 
Choe said in a statement 
released by the state-run 
KCNA news agency.

“We will neither beg 
the US for dialogue nor 
take the trouble to per-
suade them if they do not 
want to sit together with 
us,” she said, adding she 
would recommend Kim 
cancel the talks if Wash-
ington continues to make 
such threats.

Saeed and Jaish-e-Mo-
hammad chief Masood 
Azhar’s militant organi-
sations operating in the 
country with impunity, 
Sharif said: “Militant or-
ganisations are active in 
Pakistan.” 

“Call them non-state 
actors, should we allow 
them to cross the border 
and kill over 150 people 
in Mumbai? Explain it to 
me. Why can’t we com-
plete the trial,” he said 
in an interview to Dawn 
newspaper, which cre-
ated furore in Pakistan.

Saeed carries a USD 
10 mil l ion American 
bounty for his role in ter-
ror activities. He is the 
mastermind behind the 
2008 Mumbai terror at-
tack in which 166 people, 
including six US nation-
als, were killed.

While Saeed has been 
declared a global terror-
ist by the United Nations 
after the Mumbai ter-
rorist attacks, China has 
put repeated technical 
holds on India, US, UK 
and France’s efforts in the 
UN to list Azhar as a ter-
rorist for his involvement 
in the Pathankot terrorist 
attack.

The JuD is believed 
to be the front organi-
sation for the Lashkar-
e-Taiba (LeT) which is 
responsible for carrying 
out the Mumbai attack. 
It has been declared as a 
foreign terrorist organi-
sation by the US in June 
2014.

The US Department 
of the Treasury has desig-
nated Saeed as a Specially 
Designated Global Ter-
rorist, and the US, since 
and the US, since 2012.

Washington, May 24 (PTI/
AFP): The United States or-
dered two top Venezuelan 
diplomats to leave within 
48 hours in a tit for tat re-
sponse to Caracas’ expul-
sion order against the top 
two US diplomats there.

“This action is to re-
ciprocate the Maduro re-
gime’s decision to declare 
the Charge d’Affaires and 
Deputy Chief of Mission of 
the US Embassy in Caracas 
personae non grata,” State 
Department spokeswom-
an Heather Nauert said in 
a statement yesterday.

The Charge d’Affaires 
of the Venezuelan embassy 
and the Deputy Consul 
General of the Venezuelan 
consulate in Houston had 
likewise been declared per-
sonae non grata and were 
directed to leave within two 
days, she said.

Venezuela’s move to 
expel US diplomats ear-
lier this week followed a 
US tightening of sanctions 
over President Nicolas 
Maduro’s controversial re-
election as president over 
the weekend.

The Venezuelan presi-
dent declared US charge 
d’affaires Todd Robinson 

and deputy head of mis-
sion Brian Naranjo “per-
sonae non gratae.” Cara-
cas has claimed it was the 
victim of a “political and 
financial lynching” -- ac-
cusations Nauert branded 
“unjustified.” “Our Em-
bassy officers have carried 
out their official duties re-
sponsibly and consistent 
with diplomatic practice,” 
Nauert said.

“We reject any sugges-
tion to the contrary.” 

Maduro announced 
the expulsions after being 
officially proclaimed the 
winner of Sunday’s elec-
tion in the South American 
nation mired in an acute 
economic crisis and fac-
ing growing international 
isolation.

The vote was boycott-
ed by the main opposi-
tion parties and widely 
condemned by the inter-
national community, in-
cluding the United States, 
which denounced it as a 
“sham.” On Monday, Presi-
dent Donald Trump tight-
ened sanctions against Ca-
racas, making it harder for 
the Maduro regime to sell 
off state assets. “I repudiate 
all the sanctions that are 

sought against the Bolivar-
ian Republic of Venezuela, 
because they harm it, they 
generate suffering for the 
people of Venezuela,” Ma-
duro said in response the 
next day.

Maduro promised 
to present evidence that 
both diplomats were en-
gaged in a political, mili-
tary and economic “con-
spiracy.” Robinson, the 
charge d’affaires, denied 
the allegations. Washing-
ton and Caracas have not 
exchanged ambassadors 
since 2010, and relations 
between the two countries 
have been tense since the 
late leftist President Hugo 
Chavez, Maduro’s mentor, 
assumed power in 1999.

The deeply unpopular 
Maduro was declared the 
winner of Sunday’s election 
with 68 percent of the vote, 
but with a record absten-
tion rate.

Days before the elec-
tions, 11 soldiers were ar-
rested for planning desta-
bilizing actions against 
Maduro, and they were or-
dered to prison on Tuesday, 
the Foro Penal advocacy 
group said.

Venezuelans are reeling 

under an deepening crisis, 
with hyperinflation pro-
jected by the IMF to reach 
13,800 percent this year 
and dire shortages of food 
and medicine.

Hundreds of thou-
sands of people have fled 
the country to escape the 
growing deprivation.

Washington has previ-
ously slapped sanctions 
on Maduro and his senior 
aides, and banned US enti-
ties from buying any more 
debt from Caracas or state 
oil company PDVSA.

The European Union 
said it was also weighing 
new sanctions after the 
election was marred by “ir-
regularities” and failed to 
meet international stand-
ards.

Caracas is facing in-
creasing international 
isolation, with the United 
States, the European Un-
ion and the 14 countries of 
the Lima Group -- which 
includes Argentina, Brazil 
and Canada -- refusing 
to recognize the election 
result.



EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Friday, May 25, 2018

10
ENTERTAINMENT
Mirror

Amitabh Bachchan accepts Rajyavardhan 
Singh Rathore’s online fitness challenge
Megastar Amitabh Bachchan has accepted Union Minister Rajyavardhan Singh 
Rathore’s online fitness dare. The initiative, called the ‘Hum Fit Toh India Fit’ challenge, 
was started by the sports minister, who posted a short video of himself doing push-
ups few days ago.  The 75-year-old actor took to Twitter to accept the challenge.
“@Ra_THORe we accept the challenge of #HumFitTohIndiaFit #FitnessChallenge... 
Main mantra: BE CONTINUOUSLY MOBILE...  “Get up for every errand yourself, gym 
each day, push away that excess morsel of temptation, drive or cycle yourself, see the 
sun more often,” Bachchan wrote, describing his fitness routine. Rathore called on ac-
tor Hrithik Roshan, Indian cricket skipper Virat Kohli and badminton champion Saina 
Nehwal to join the campaign. (PTI)

Will Smith to sing FIFA 
World Cup song

Priyanka Chopra marvels at dichotomy of life at refugee camps

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

2.30 pm, 5.30 pm: Deadpool 2 (Eng)

10 am, 3 pm, 8 pm: Parmanu (Hindi)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

A
ctor-rapper Will Smith along 
with singers Nicky Jam and 
Era Istrefi, are set to make the 
“world dance” to their official 
FIFA World Cup song titled 

“Live it up”.
Sony Music and FIFA have an-

nounced that the song will be released 
on multiple streaming platforms on 
Friday, a statement said.

“Live it up” sees big names in global 
music collaborate for the popular event 
in the world of football where the sport’s 
most celebrated stars from across the 
world will come together in Russia for 
the tournament commencing on June 
14.

The record has been produced by 
songwriter, DJ and Grammy Award-
winning producer Diplo. He said: “I’ve 
never made a song this international, so 
many stars have come together to make 
a strong vibe.”

The song will be performed at 
the 2018 FIFA World Cup Final on 
July 15 in Moscow. The official 
music video will be available 
worldwide on June 7.

“It’s an honour to be asked 
to perform at the 2018 FIFA 
World Cup. This global event 
brings people from all over the 
world together to cheer, laugh and 
experience magic. Collaborating 
with Nicky, Diplo and Era on this track 
represents harmony, eclectic flavours 
and genres com- ing together. At 
the end of the day, 
we just want to 
see the world 

dance,” said Smith.
Jam, Smith and Istrefi had filmed the 

music video in Budapest, where Smith is 
currently shooting for a film.

Istrefi says: “Being part of the official 
song 2018 FIFA World Cup Russia has 
been an incredible and exciting experi-
ence so far. Working alongside the super 
talents that are Diplo, Will Smith and 
Nicky Jam, all of whom I have huge 
admiration for, has been amazing and so 
much fun.” 

Jam shared his excitement too. He 
said: “To record the official song for the 
FIFA World Cup is a lifetime achieve-
ment. Not many artistes have the privi-
lege of being able to say they’ve been part 
of this. I’m so proud and happy, I can say 
to my grandkids ‘I’ve made it’.”

Philippe Le Floc’h, FIFA Chief 
Commercial Officer, said: “The synergy 
between football and music is striking, 

both stirring up fans’ emo-
tions across the globe. This 

song - featuring a world-
class line-up worthy of 
the greatest show on 
Earth - embodies the 
excitement, the celebra-
tion and the unity that 

people all over the world 
will share during the 2018 
FIFA World Cup Russia.” 

Afo Verde, 
Chairman and 

CEO Sony 
Mu- sic Latin 
Ibe- ria, added: 

“Sony Mu-
sic has had 

a longstand-
ing relation-
ship with FIFA 

spanning well 
over one decade. 
When discussing 
the official song 
for the 2018 
FIFA World Cup, 
the objective that 
both organisa-
tions agreed on 
was a great record 
supported by an 

all-star line-up.”
IANS

A
ctress and global 
Unicef Goodwill 
Ambassador for 
Child Rights Priyanka 
Chopra, who is on a 

field visit here, has been meeting 
women and children at the Ro-
hingya refugee camps. Their sto-
ries remind her of the dichotomy 
of life, and she pondered upon 
how women find their ‘house of 
peace’ in the harsh conditions.

During the visit, Priyanka 
measured nutritional value for 
babies. She said the need for 
proper health and nutrition 
takes centrestage for the people 
here.

Priyanka on Wednesday 
night took to her Instagram 

stories. She was seen measuring 
a baby’s MUAC, a process where 
the child’s middle upper arm 
is measured to ascertain their 
nutrition level. 

She later uploaded several 
photographs and videos. 

“This is little Shohida 
(8-months-old), who stole my 
heart with her infectious smile. 
It’s a poignant reminder of the 
dichotomy of life...here she was 
getting all the help she needed, 
when just a few months before, 
her mother, Alada (who was only 
19 years old at the time) walked 
for 15 days, while 6 months preg-
nant with her, to get across the 
border. It shows us that there is 
hope left in this world.

“When you are dealing with 
a mass exodus of thousands of 
people, who have been dis-
placed from their homes and are 
desperate for refuge, the need 
for proper health and nutrition 
takes centre stage, especially for 
women and children,” she wrote 
alongside the photographs. 

The actress said she pointed 
at solutions that Unicef and their 
partners develop to deal with the 
most dire and pressing situa-
tions and issues.

“It all begins with the MUAC, 
a process where the child’s mid-
dle upper arm is measured to 
ascertain their nutrition level. 
From there, aids create a pro-
gram for the child and a nutrient 

rich, ready-to-eat peanut paste 
is portioned out for each child 
based on the severity of malnu-
trition,” she said. 

Priyanka said that at the 
nutrition centre at the Jamtoli 
camp in Cox’s Bazar, mothers are 
also taught basic hygiene and 
good health practices. 

The National Award-winning 
actress also visited a “women 
friendly space” at the camp, and 
said she was instantly struck by a 
certain calmness.

She described it as a place to 
interact with friends, seek coun-
selling, learn about hygiene, 
or learn life skills like art and 
music. 

IANS

EASTERN MIRROR: Lets start off with 
how your musical journey started?
Aosunep: I am originally from Mokokc-
hung and I guess I won’t be wrong to say 
that Mokokchung was the music capital 
of Nagaland way back in the 80s and 90s. 
Growing up as a teen during the 90s the 
popularity of Rock music was at its peak 
and like any other wannabe rocker I too 
got caught up with this musical wave. I 
remember every ward or colony in the town 
having two or more bands during those 
times. I first got involved with music  dur-
ing my 8th standard when I was asked to 
front a band. We started performing in local 
functions and churches, and this is how I 
started my humble musical journey.

 EASTERN MIRROR: Your inspirations?
Aosunep: Apart from famous local bands 
during the 90s, my inspiration came from 
my seniors, especially my elder brother and 
his band. I always wanted to imitate their 
style, their singing, their living style etc.., 
which eventually prompted me to follow 
in their footsteps. Professionally I draw my 
inspiration from classic singers like Eric 
Martin from Mr. Big, Jon Bon Jovi , Steve Lee 

from Gotthard among others.

EASTERN MIRROR: How was the experi-
ence of being a part of the famous talent 
hunt ‘Naga Idol’ 2007? ....
Aosunep: Naga Idol was exciting. It was the 
greatest platform for me as an upcoming 
singer to promote myself. In fact I think it 
was a great platform for many well known 
singers today. Naga Idol was a great learn-
ing experience.

EASTERN MIRROR: Your debut album 
‘Born Free’ was released a decade back.... 
And recently you have released your 
single video ‘Good Old times’ .... Why a 
sudden comeback?
Aosunep: (Laugh)..I won’t say it as a 
comeback. Wow I never realised it’s been a 
decade. Well music is always in my heart 
and soul. But I got settled down which has 
its own responsibility, moreover working 
as a government servant in the capital 
makes it very difficult to manage time 
and get seriously involved with much. The 
new song “Good old Times” is a long time 
coming. I always wanted to make a music 
video for myself to keep it as a souvenir of 

my musical journey,  at the same time share 
my music with my loved ones and my fans. 
But I guess it took me ten years to do that. 
Laugh

EASTERN MIRROR:  Have you had any 
formal training in composing or singing?
Aosunep: Everything musical about me is 
self taught. But I think having formal train-
ing is very important.

EASTERN MIRROR: Best stage that you 
have ever performed on...
Aosunep: I think of myself as a reclusive 
singer. I don’t give much importance on 
being on the limelight. But yes performing 
at the International Hornbill Festival cou-
ple of times was an awesome experience.

EASTERN MIRROR: Is music the com-
panion that you wish to continue as a 
profession or?
Aosunep: I am a government servant 
by profession. But yes I want to continue 
writing songs and share my music to every 
music lover.

 EASTERN MIRROR: What are your main 
focuses when it comes to composing 
songs?
Aosunep: Like every songwriter, when it 
comes to composing songs, I look for an 
inspiration. One cannot write song without 
inspiration. When you have that, writing 
songs comes naturally.

EASTERN MIRROR: Any comments on 
the present musical scenario of the state?
Aosunep: Talent wise we are second to 
none. But in terms of pursuing music 
professionally I think we are still at the 
infant stage. But it is encouraging to know 
that our government has set up a separate 
department solely for music. It is doing a 
fantastic job and i hope it will give more 
physical and logistic support for our artist 
to grow in future also. And as an artist I 
would encourage all fellow musicians to 
make and promote more originals.

EASTERN MIRROR: Favourite quote.
Aosunep: Musically, I would like to quote 
my self- “Inspirational lyrics with quality 
music can move mountains”.

Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern 
Mirror’s - Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as 
they share their  experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all 
connect to so Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

Little did we know

It was during the 90’s when Aosunep Jamir’s love for rock 
music began to grow.

Aosunep who hails from Mokchung district is a government servant 
by profession and a music lover by passion.

He recalls his early years when he first got involved into music as a 
vocalist for a band.

Jamir was also adjudged the runners-up of Naga Idol 2007 after 
which he released an album ‘born free’ in the year 2008.

And after a decade, Jamir has recently released a single music video 
‘Good Old Times’ dedicated to his loved ones and 

music fans.
However, Jamir who have come this far with-

out any formal trainings says that have a formal 
training in any profession is important.

 Eastern Mirror today shares an insights into 
the 90’s musician.

Read on..........
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Arideep Mukherjee working in the field with canopy analyzer.

NASA’s Curiosity rover tests 
new drilling method on Mars

Coral bleaching of 2016 caused severe mortality in Gulf of Mannar — study

New nanocomposite can help in cleaning air

Scientist uncover a piece in the puzzle of macrophage activation Facebook unveils three-pronged strategy to fight fake news

Deciduous trees with compound leaves 
more tolerant to air pollution — study

Washington, May 24 (IANS): 
After a mechanical problem took 
NASA Mars rover Curiosity’s drill 
offline in December 2016, it has 
now successfully tested a new 
drilling method on the Red Plan-
et, making a 50-millimetre deep 
hole in a target called “Duluth”, 
NASA has said.

Engineers working with the 
Curiosity Mars rover have been 
hard at work testing a new way 
for the rover to drill rocks and 
extract powder from them. 

On May 20, that effort pro-
duced the first drilled sample 
on Mars in more than a year, 
NASA said in a statement on 

Wednesday. 
The new technique, called 

Feed Extended Drilling, keeps 
the drill’s bit extended out past 
two stabiliser posts that were 
originally used to steady the drill 
against Martian rocks. 

It lets Curiosity drill using the 
force of its robotic arm, a little 
more like the way a human would 
drill into a wall at home.

“The team used tremendous 
ingenuity to devise a new drilling 
technique and implement it on 
another planet,” said Curiosity 
Deputy Project Manager Steve 
Lee of NASA’s Jet Propulsion Lab-
oratory in Pasadena, California. 

“Those are two vital inches of 
innovation from 60 million miles 
away. We’re thrilled that the result 
was so successful,” Lee said. 

Drilling is a vitally important 
part of Curiosity’s capabilities to 
study Mars. 

Inside the rover are two labo-
ratories that are able to con-
duct chemical and mineralogical 
analyses of rock and soil samples. 

The samples are acquired 
from Gale Crater, which the rover 
has been exploring since 2012.

“We’ve been developing this 
new drilling technique for over a 
year, but our job isn’t done once 
a sample has been collected on 

Mars,” said JPL’s Tom Green, a 
systems engineer who helped 
develop and test Curiosity’s new 
drilling method. 

“With each new test, we close-
ly examine the data to look for 
improvements we can make and 
then head back to our test bed to 
iterate on the process.”

There’s also the next step to 
work on — delivering the rock 
sample from the drill bit to the 
two laboratories inside the rover. 

As soon as this Friday, the 
Curiosity team will test a new 
process for delivering samples 
into the rover’s laboratories, 
NASA said.

Vasco-da-Gama, May 23 (India 
Science Wire): Corals lose their 
beautiful colours and even die 
during a coral bleaching event. 
The corals in the Gulf of Mannar 
suffered severe losses during the 
global coral bleaching event that 
occurredbetween March and Oc-
tober 2016, according to new data 
published now.

A joint team of researchers 
from SuganthiDevadason Marine 
Research Institute, Gulf of Man-
nar Marine National Park and 
Department of Environment of 
Tamil Nadu, which conducted 
intensive underwater surveys, has 
found high extent of coral bleach-
ing and subsequent mortality. The 
study results have been published 
in journal Current Science this 
month.

Coral bleaching refers to loss 
of zooxanthellae which gives co-
lour to corals. The absence of it 
makes corals white or bleached.
Coral bleaching is a general re-
sponse of corals in increased sea 
surface temperature. “Bleaching 
can happen when sea surface 
temperatures increase by 1 to 
2 degree Celsius. Coral would 
recover if normal temperature 
returns within a short period, but 
if the temperature stress contin-
ues for a long term, corals will 
eventually die,” explained Dr 

Patterson Edward, director of Sug-
anthiDevadason Marine Research 
Institute, while speaking to India 
Science Wire.

Corals are marine animals, 
typically living in compact colo-
nies, while coral reefs are the 
diverse underwater ecosystems 
built by coral colonies.Coral reefs 
have the highest biodiversity of 
any marine ecosystem, providing 
important and direct economic 
benefits to people. In the past few 
decades, coral reefs have under-
gone a dramatic degradation due 

to various natural and human-
induced activities. 

Scientists observed 24 percent 
coral bleaching with 16 percent 
mortality and live coral cover de-
crease to 23 percent during March 
to June 2016. The water tempera-
ture was recorded between 31.2 
to 32.6 degree Celsius, which 
started decreasing in July 2016 
and it reached around 27 degree 
in October 2016. 

The rate of mortality varied 
with coral species. The fast-grow-
ing species such as Acropora, 

Montipora and Pocilloporahave 
severemortality, while massive 
and slow growing species of cor-
als, like Porites, Favia and Favite-
sareresistant to the bleaching and 
escaped death. 

“The local annual variation of 
coral cover and coral bleachingoc-
cur during the late April, when sea 
surface temperature rises 2 to 3 
degree, but they tend to recover 
within a period of three months 
when the normal temperature 
returns. In general, annual bleach-
ing event does not cause mortal-
ity. Thecoral bleaching and severe 
mortality during 2010 and 2016 
are due to global coral bleaching 
events” Dr.Diraviya Raja, a mem-
ber of the research team,told India 
Science Wire.

Gulf of Mannar is one of the 
four major coral reef areas in 
India with 117 corals species, 
formedmainly around 21unin-
habited islands situated between 
Rameswaram and Tuticorin. The 
coral reef area declared as the 
Gulf of Mannar Marine National 
Parkhas been monitored since 
2003. The first global bleach-
ing event had occurred in 1998. 
Increase in global average tem-
perature during the past few 
decades, become a major threat 
to the reefs for coral bleaching 
and mortality. 

New Delhi, May 24 (India 
Science Wire): Carbon 
monoxide is a major air 
pollutant posing threat to 
human health. A team of 
scientists led by research-
er at the Indian Institute of 
Technology (IIT) Gandhi-
nagar have developed a 
nanocomposite material 
that can selectively con-
vert environmental car-
bon monoxide into less 
toxic carbon dioxide.

The new composite 
material is made of gra-
phene and alloy of plati-
num and palladium in 
the form of nanoparticles. 
Graphene was used as 
substrate and then ‘deco-
rated’ with alloy nanopar-
ticles of platinum and 
palladium. The novel cat-
alytic structure was then 
used for selective oxida-
tion of CO into CO

2
. The 

use of metal particle of 
certain orientation which 
absorb or interact with 
CO at lower energy helped 
the conversion.

“Once integrated, it 
is the size and shape of 
the nanoparticles that 
controls the catalytic ef-
ficiency of the hybrid 

material. The efficiency 
of any catalyst depends 
on availability of active 
sites and surface area of 
nanoparticles. Therefore, 
engineering the morphol-
ogy of alloy nanoparti-
cles and their integration 
with graphene is critical 
to achieve catalytic per-
formance,” explained Dr 
Chandra Sekhar Tiwary, 
a member of the research 
team at IIT Gandhinagar, 
while speaking to India 
Science Wire. 

The study was done 
by researchers from IIT 
Gandhinagar, in collabo-
ration with scientists from 
IIT Kanpur and Univer-
sity of Campinas, Brazil. 

The research results have 
been published in journal 
Nanoscale of the Royal 
Society of Chemistry. 

“While platinum and 
palladium on their own 
are active catalysts, al-
loying them with gra-
phene does wonders. The 
hybrid has shown high 
adsorption and reaction 
due to synergism among 
the three,” said Prof. Sud-
hanshu Sharma, also from 
IIT Gandhinagar.

The catalytic behav-
iour of the nanocompos-
ite was studied using dif-
ferent morphologies for 
the oxidation of CO. The 
conversion rate varied 
along with the flow rate 

of CO as well as tempera-
ture, showing full con-
version at temperatures 
ranging from 75 to 125 
degrees. “These are initial 
results which are exciting. 
We are trying to build 3D 
porous architecture using 
such hybrid for practical 
applications and at room 
temperature,” added Dr 
Tiwary.

The new material 
could potentially find use 
in chemical industries 
as well as environmental 
cleaning, researchers said. 

How e v e r,  e x p e r t s 
sound a note of caution. 
“While the concept used 
is novel and important 
as CO is a major envi-
ronmental problem. But 
it may take a while for 
this science to be con-
verted into technology 
because the experimental 
set up appears complex 
and may not be commer-
cially viable,” commented 
Dr Ramavatar Meena, a 
scientist at the Central 
Salt and Marine Chemi-
cals Research Institute, 
Bhavnagar, who is not 
connected with the pres-
ent study.

New Delhi, May 23 (India Science Wire): Macro-
phages -  derived from the Greek word meaning 
large eaters’ - are one of the sentinels of human 
immune system that engulf pathogens and de-
grade them and also alert other sentinels about 
presence of foreign pathogens. However, in 
some cases uncontrolledor hyper-activation of 
macrophagescan cause cancer or autoimmune 
disorders. 

Researchers are trying to shed light on how 
macrophages getactivatedso as to help control 
such problems.  Scientists at the Institute of Mi-
crobial Technology (IMTECH), Chandigarh have 
found that aprotein called Arf-like (Arl) GTPase-
11(Arl11) activates macrophages in response to 
pathogenic stimuli.In a paper published in Jour-
nal of Biological Chemistry, they have reported 
thatthe protein is essential for macrophages to 
kill foreign pathogens. 

 “We worked onthis particular protein as 
previous studies had found it to be missing in 
tumour cells but its function was not known. 
We were surprised to know that it is expressed in 
many immune cells including macrophages, and 
therefore set out to know what would be the func-
tion of Arl11 in macrophages,” Dr Amit Tuli, who 
led the research team, told India Science Wire.

The study throws light on cellular function 

of Arl11, which is an evolutionarily conserved 
protein.“We found that the expression of Arl11 
increases when macrophages encounter patho-
gens and that this is required to initiate a cas-
cade of events that finally resultin activation 
of macrophage,”explained Subhash B. Arya, a 
member of the research team.

Understanding how immune system func-
tions is crucial not only for immunotherapy, 
such as, against cancer but also to understand 
inflammation that damages normal tissues. The 
study found that by increasing Arl11 expression in 
macrophages can activate them. “It willbe highly 
relevant to study Arl11 expression changes in 
diseases such as autoimmune disorders, athero-
sclerosis and obesity”, added Dr. Tuli.

Commenting on the work, Prof. Somdatta 
Sinha from Indian Institute of Science Education 
and Research (IISER), Mohali, who was not asso-
ciated with the study, said, “the study has found 
a novel and interesting relation between a gene 
that is known to be related to familial risk of dif-
ferent types of cancers, to its role in responding to 
bacterial pathogen in certain immune cells. The 
molecular elucidation of pathways of interactions 
of this gene can, in the long run, tell us ways that 
immune system functions in handling different 
types of diseases.”

San Francisco, May 24 (IANS): To stop 
false news from spreading on its plat-
form, Facebook has said it put in place a 
three-pronged strategy that constitutes 
removing accounts and content that 
violate its policies, reducing distribution 
of inauthentic content and informing 
people by giving them more context on 
the posts they see.

Another part of its strategy in some 
countries is partnering with third-party 
fact-checkers to review and rate the 
accuracy of articles and posts on Face-
book, Tessa Lyons, a Facebook product 
manager on News Feed focused on false 
news, said in a statement on Thursday.

The social media giant is facing criti-
cism for its role in enabling political ma-
nipulation in several countries around 
the world. It has also come under the 
scanner for allegedly fuelling ethnic con-
flicts owing to its failure stop the deluge 
of hate-filled posts against the disen-
franchised Rohingya Muslim minority 
in Myanmar.

Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg on 
Tuesday told the European Parliament 
leaders that the social networking giant 

is trying to plug loopholes across its ser-
vices, including curbing fake news and 
political interference on its platform in 
the wake of upcoming elections globally, 
including in India.

Lyons said Facebook’s three-pronged 
strategy roots out the bad actors that 
frequently spread fake stories. 

“It dramatically decreases the reach 
of those stories. And it helps people stay 
informed without stifling public dis-
course,” Lyons added. 

Although false news does not violate 
Facebook’s Community Standards, it 
often violates the social network’s po-
lices in other categories, such as spam, 
hate speech or fake accounts, which it 
removes remove.

“For example, if we find a Facebook 
Page pretending to be run by Americans 
that’s actually operating out of Macedo-
nia, that violates our requirement that 
people use their real identities and not 
impersonate others. So we’ll take down 
that whole Page, immediately eliminat-
ing any posts they made that might have 
been false,” Lyons explained. 

Apart from this, Facebook is also us-

ing machine learning to help its teams 
detect fraud and enforce its policies 
against spam. 

A lot of the misinformation that 
spreads on Facebook is financially mo-
tivated, much like email spam in the 90s, 
the social network said. 

If spammers can get enough people 
to click on fake stories and visit their 
sites, they will make money off the ads 
they show. 

“We’re figuring out spammers’ com-
mon tactics and reducing the distribu-
tion of those kinds of stories in News 
Feed. We’ve started penalizing clickbait, 
links shared more frequently by spam-
mers, and links to low-quality web pages, 
also known as ‘ad farms’,” Lyons said. 

“We also take action against entire 
Pages and websites that repeatedly share 
false news, reducing their overall News 
Feed distribution,” Lyons said. 

Facebook said it does not want to 
make money off of misinformation or 
help those who create it profit, and so 
such publishers are not allowed to run 
ads or use its monetisation features like 
Instant Articles.

New Delhi, May 24 (India 
Science Wire): Degrading 
air quality in metro cities 
is a matter of concern for 
public health. Massive tree 
plantation drives are of-
ten conducted in order to 
provide oxygen to choking 
cities. But trees, much like 
humans, also are severely 
affected by pollutants in 
the air. 

In such a situation, 
knowledge about trees-
capable of withstanding 
heavily polluted environ-
ment is needed, particu-
larly while designinggreen 
belts in urban areas. A new 
study done by researchers 
at the Banaras Hindu Uni-
versity (BHU) might help 
in this regard. The study 
has decipheredimpact of 
air pollution on health of 
various trees, andidenti-
fied trees hardy enough to 
tolerate stress induced by 
air pollution.

 The researchers se-
lected three regions with 
a variable degree of pol-
lution levels -residential, 

traffic and industrial site 
- in Varanasi. They found 
that levels of particulate 
(total suspended particles, 
Particulate Matter 10) and 
gaseous pollutants (ni-
trous oxide, sulphur diox-
ide, ozone) were 1.4 to 2.5 
times more in the areas 
with traffic and the indus-
trial site compared to the 
residential location. The 
levels of most pollutants 
were high during winters 
followed by summers and 
monsoon months, except 
ozone which was higher 
in summers.The study was 
performed for six succes-
sive seasons for two years.

In all, thirteen tree 
species that were present 
in all the three sites were 
selected to study impact 
of air pollution on them. 
Around fifteen leaf param-
eters such as antioxidant 
status, leaf water status, 
photosynthetic pigment 
etc. and tree characteristics 
were studied at all the sites. 

The results showed 
that particulate matter 

and ozone were the most 
damaging to trees, causing 
maximum variability in 
their characteristics. Of all 
the studied trees, Caesal-
pinia sappan(Indian red-
wood) was found to be the 
most tolerant followed by 
Psidium guajava(yellow 
guava), Dalbergia sissoo 
(shisham) and Albizia leb-
beck (saras). These tree 
species showed an in-
crease in antioxidants, 
pigments and relative wa-
ter status with increase in 
pollution load.

Tolerance andpollu-
tion response were reg-
ulated by different tree 
characteristics such as 
height, canopy size, leaf 
form, textureand nature 
of the tree. The analysis 
showed that deciduous 
trees, with compound 
leaves, small-to-medium 
canopy and round-to-oval 
shape are more tolerant to 
pollution.The scientists 
reasoned that as com-
pared to simple leaves, 
compound leaves are less 
exposed to air pollutants 
making trees bearing such 
leaves more tolerant. 

“Identification of rela-
tive tolerance of tree spe-
cies to air pollutants with 
respect to their leaf func-
tional traits and canopy 
characteristics could be 
useful in planning green 
belt development in cit-
ies.Our findings are also 
useful for urban biodiver-
sity conservation, which 
will enhance ecosystem 
services by supporting 
biodiversity, improving 
aesthetic appearance and 
mitigating air pollutant’s 
burden to reduce human 
health risk,” said Dr Mad-
hoolika Agarwal, author of 
the study, while speaking 
to India Science Wire.

The results of the study 
have been published in 
journal Ecotoxicology and 
Environmental Safety. 

NASA probe to ‘touch’ the Sun will carry 1.1 mn names
Washington, May 23 
(IANS): When NASA’s s 
Parker Solar Probe, hu-
manity’s first mission to 
“touch” a star, launches 
on July 31, it will carry 
more than scientific in-
struments on this his-
toric journey — it will 
also hold more than 1.1 
million names submit-
ted by the public to go to 
the Sun, NASA has said.

Back in March, NASA 
invited people around 
the world  to  submit 
their names online to 
be placed on a micro-
chip aboard its historic 
Parker Solar Probe. Sub-
missions were accepted 
till April 27.

NASA this week re-
vealed that a total of 
1,137,202 names were 
s u b m i t t e d  a n d  c o n -
firmed over the seven-
and-a-half-week period. 

A memory card con-
taining the names was 
installed on the space-
craft on May 18, the US 
space agency said. 

The card was mount-
ed on a plaque bearing 
a dedication to and a 

quote from the mission’s 
namesake, heliophysi-
cist Eugene Parker, who 
first theorised the exis-
tence of the solar wind. 

Throughout its sev-
en-year mission, the 
spacecraft will swoop 
through the Sun’s atmo-
sphere 24 times, getting 
closer to our star than 
any spacecraft has gone 
before.

“Parker Solar Probe 
is going to revolutionise 
our understanding of 
the Sun, the only star 

we can study up close,” 
said Nicola Fox, project 
scientist for Parker Solar 
Probe at the Johns Hop-
kins Applied Physics Lab 
in Laurel, Maryland. 

“It’s fitting that as 
the mission undertakes 
one of the most extreme 
journeys of exploration 
ever tackled by a hu-
man-made object, the 
spacecraft will also carry 
along the names of so 
many people who are 
cheering it on its way,” 
she added. 

This memory card 
also carries photos of 
Parker and a copy of his 
groundbreaking 1958 
scientific paper. 

Parker proposed a 
number  of  concepts 
about how stars — in-
cluding our Sun — give 
off material. 

He called this cascade 
of energy and particles 
the solar wind, a con-
stant outflow of mate-
rial from the Sun that we 
now know shapes every-
thing from the habitabil-
ity of worlds to our solar 
system’s interaction with 
the rest of the galaxy.

Parker Solar Probe 
will explore the Sun’s 
outer atmosphere and 
make critical observa-
tions to answer decades-
old questions about the 
physics of stars. 

The resulting data 
may also improve fore-
casts of major eruptions 
on the Sun and subse-
quent space weather 
events that impact life on 
Earth, as well as satellites 
and astronauts in space, 
NASA said.
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Marcus Morris (13) of the Boston Celtics shoots the ball against LeBron James (23) of the Cleveland 
Cavaliers in the first half during Game Five of the 2018 NBA Eastern Conference Finals at TD Garden on 
May 23, 2018 in Boston.

Celtics push James, Cavs to 
brink with game 5 NBA win

No county action for injured 
Virat; fitness test on June 15

Ronaldo vs Salah: the Ballon d'Or on the line?

Pakistan make early inroads as England toil at Lord's

Iniesta begins 
new chapter at J 
League's Kobe

Boston, May 24 (AFP): The 
Boston Celtics, reinvigo-
rated by a return home, beat 
the Cleveland Cavaliers 96-
83 on Wednesday to move 
within one win of reaching 
the NBA Finals.

Rookie Jayson Tatum 
scored 24 points to lead five 
Boston players in double 
figures as the Celtics took a 
3-2 lead in the best-of-seven 
Eastern Conference finals.

Four-time NBA Most 
Valuable Player LeBron 
James led Cleveland with 
26 points, 10 rebounds and 
five assists.

But James looked at 
times as if he were feeling 
the effects of the heavy load 
he has carried for the Cavs 
in these playoffs, coughing 
up six of Cleveland's 15 
turnovers, including four in 
the second half.

"I think everybody at 
this point is tired or worn 
down or whatever the case 
may be," James said. "I'm 
fine."

Kevin Love, with 14 
points, was the only other 
player to score in double 
figures for the Cavs, who 
host game six on Friday 
trying to stay on track for 
a fourth straight trip to the 
Finals.

Game seven, if needed, 
will be back in Boston on 
Sunday.

James himself is seeking 
an eighth straight trip to the 
title series, although he said 
that streak wouldn't be on 
his mind come Friday.

"Not at all," he said. "It's 
just all about just win every 
game and it should put us in 
position to play for a cham-
pionship.

"We look forward to 
having an opportunity to 
force a game seven. It's up 
to us to see if we can come 

Tokyo, May 24 (Reuters):  
Spain midfielder Andres 
Iniesta kicked off a new 
chapter to his career when 
he signed for Japanese side 
Vissel Kobe on Thursday, 
swapping La Liga for the 
J.League after 16 stellar 
years at Spanish champi-
ons Barcelona.

The 34-year-old former 
Barca captain, who had 
spent his entire career at 
the Nou Camp, was intro-
duced at a news conference 
in Tokyo by Kobe owner 
Hiroshi Mikitani and will 
wear his familiar number 
eight jersey for the J.League 
side.

“This is a very special 
day. This is a very impor-
tant challenge for me and 
my career,” Iniesta said, 
noting that he had a lot of 
respect for Japanese soccer 
which had many high-level 
players.

“Therefore, I would like 
to contribute to my team 
and show my style of play. 
That is why I came to Japan 
and through my play I hope 
to make contributions for 
further development for the 
club and Japanese soccer.”

Mikitani called Iniesta 
“the most respected soccer 
player in the world” and 
said his signing would not 
only contribute to the club 
but also help promote the 
league through his name 
recognition said Mikitani, 
who is also the chief execu-
tive of Barca’s main sponsor 
Rakuten.

The move will see Ini-
esta link up with former 
German international Lu-
kas Podolski, who joined 
the Japanese side last year.

Iniesta will try to help 
Kobe, currently sixth in the 
J1 League after 15 games, 
win a first ever Japanese 
championship. The club’s 
highest ever finish was sev-
enth in 2016.

back here (to Boston) for 
one more."

The winner of the series 
will play either the Golden 
State Warriors or Houston 
Rockets for the NBA crown. 
The Western Conference 
rivals are locked at 2-2 in 
their series.

With James on the 
bench to open the fourth 
quarter, the Celtics pushed 
a 16-point lead to 21.

A 9-0 Cavs run reduced 
the deficit to 12 points, but 
Cleveland came up empty 
on their next four attempts.

"Defensively we gave 
ourselves a chance," said 
James noting the Cavs held 
the Celtics to 36.5 percent 
shooting.

"At one point we had 
two opportunities to cut it 
to single digits and missed 
some really good looks, two 
three-pointers. We couldn't 
make. And if you don't 
make, it's going to come 

back to bite you."
The Celtics improved 

to 10-0 at home this post-
season, and Tatum said 
there's no reason they can't 
wrap up the series on Fri-
day, even though so far the 
home team has won every 
game in the series.

"We've got to be fo-
cused, composed and play 
with a lot of poise and we'll 
be fine," he said, clearly up 
for the challenge.

"It's my first year. We're 
one win away from going to 
the Finals. It doesn't get any 
better than that," he said.

The Cavs got off to a 
rocky start, with five first-
quarter turnovers nearly 
matching their seven field 
goals.

- Shoving match -
With 10:47 left in the second 
quarter and the Celtics up 
17 points, Boston forward 
Marcus Morris and Cleve-

land's Larry Nance tangled, 
with Nance sent sprawling 
to the floor.

Morris appeared to say 
something to Nance before 
turning away, and Nance 
rose from the floor and 
shoved him from behind.

As officials and other 
players intervened Celtics 
guard Terry Rozier raced 
into the fray and pushed 
Nance.

It all ended with Morris, 
Nance and Rozier receiving 
technical fouls.

An energized Cleveland 
team then twice whittled 
the deficit to eight points 
before the Celtics reasserted 
themselves to lead 53-42 at 
half-time.

"I didn't think we played 
well tonight at all," said 
Cleveland coach Tyronn 
Lue. "So now we've got to 
go home, win game six and 
come back here for game 
seven."

London, May 24 (Reuters): Pakistan’s fast bowlers 
skilfully exploited overcast conditions to leave 
England in trouble at 72 for three at lunch on the 
first day of the opening test at Lord’s on Thursday.

England captain Joe Root won the toss but 
Mark Stoneman, Root himself and Dawid Malan 
fell cheaply to the Pakistan seamers as the tour-
ing side started the two-match series strongly.

Alastair Cook survived to reach 46 not out 
at the interval with Jonny Bairstow on 10 and 
England, coming off a heavy Ashes defeat in 

Australia and a rare series loss to New Zealand, 
will need those two to push on if they are to post 
a good total.

Stoneman’s unconvincing international ca-
reer continued when he was bowled by Moham-
mad Abbas for four, beaten as he tried to drive a 
full-length delivery which clipped the top of his 
off stump.

Root, who could have been run out before 
he had scored, played cautiously to get to four 
before driving rashly at a wide ball from Hasan 

Ali and nicking a catch to wicketkeeper Sarfraz 
Ahmed.

Malan was also caught by Sarfraz off Hasan 
for six, trapped half forward by a fine delivery 
which found the outside edge of his bat to leave 
England reeling at 43 for three.

Cook, needing a big score in his 155th test 
after a poor run of form, struck nine crisp fours 
all around the wicket but he was troubled sev-
eral times by the disciplined Pakistan attack who 
bowled a tight line and length.

London, May 24  (AFP): 
In an age when individual 
awards are given ever great-
er importance, Saturday's 
Champions League final 
between Real Madrid and 
Liverpool -- and Cristiano 
Ronaldo and Mohamed 
Salah -- could determine 
the winner of the next Bal-
lon d'Or.

After all, Ronaldo has 
won the prestigious prize 
on the back of helping Ma-
drid to each of their recent 
European Cup triumphs, 
in 2014, 2016 and again last 
year.

It is reductionist in the 
extreme to bring Saturday's 
final down to just two play-
ers, given the strength in 
depth available -- especially 
in attack -- to Madrid and 
Liverpool.

But this is the era of the 
individual, at a time when 
Ronaldo and Lionel Messi 
have dominated the Ballon 
d'Or for a decade.

The status of each is 
such that the annual prize 
for the world's best player 
generates ever fiercer de-
bate. Ronaldo has won the 
last two, but can he really 
win it again, having recently 
turned 33?

In a World Cup year, 
what happens in Russia 
will play a big part too -- it 
is impossible to imagine 
Messi not winning a sixth 
Ballon d'Or should he lead 
Argentina to the title.

But Ronaldo can cer-
tainly make his case in Kiev, 
while this is also a golden 

New Delhi, May 24 (PTI): 
India cricket captain Vi-
rat Kohli's much-hyped 
participation in English 
County Championship was 
ruled out on Thursday due 
to a neck injury, throwing 
his meticulously planned 
build-up for the tour of UK 
into disarray.

Kohli will require a 
three-week rehabilitation 
to recover from the injury, 
the BCCI said.

The 29-year-old will un-
dergo a fitness test on June 
15, which will confirm his 
availability for the initial 
phase of the UK limited-
overs tour starting with 
the two T20 Internationals 
against Ireland in last week 
of June.

India will begin the se-
ries against England with 
T20Is in early July.

"Team India Captain Mr 
Virat Kohli suffered a neck 
injury while fielding during 
Match 51 of the VIVO IPL 
between Royal Challengers 
Bangalore and Sunrisers 
Hyderabad on 17th May 
2018 at M. Chinnaswamy 
Stadium, Bengaluru," BCCI 
acting secretary Amitabh 
Choudhary said in a press 
release.

"Kohli, who was sched-
uled to play for Surrey CCC 

in the month of June, has 
been ruled out from par-
ticipating. This decision 
was taken following assess-
ments by the BCCI Medical 
team, subsequent scans, 
and a specialist visit," the 
release further stated.

The Indian captain will 
now undergo a period of 
rehabilitation under the 
supervision of the BCCI 
Medical team. He will begin 
training and subsequently 
undergo a fitness test at 
the NCA in Bengaluru from 
June 15.

"The BCCI Medical 
Team is confident that Kohli 
will regain full fitness ahead 
of India's upcoming tours 
to Ireland and England," 
Choudhary stated.

The batting mainstay 
had decided to miss the 
one-off Test against Af-
ghanistan, starting June 14 
in Bengaluru, to appear in 
county matches.

Kohli had visited a hos-
pital in Mumbai for a check-
up yesterday and it was 
reported that he is suffering 
from a slip disc injury and 
will not be playing for Sur-
rey ahead of the UK tour.

However, a top BCCI 
official, who is privy to Koh-
li's county engagements, 
clarified that it was a case 

of "neck sprain" and not 
a "slip disc injury" as re-
ported.

But there was no de-
nying Kohli's tremendous 
workload during the past 
one year.

In this phase, he ap-
peared in nine Tests and 
29 of the 32 ODIs that the 
national team played. He 
also played 9 out of India's 
18 T20 Internationals.

In all, he played 47 inter-
national matches with only 
Rohit Sharma and Hardik 
Pandya (48 each) playing a 
match more than him.

Add to it, the 14 IPL 
matches and his tally goes 
up to 61 in all.

However, the one ques-
tion that begs to be an-
swered is why did Kohli 
not rest himself from a few 
matches during the IPL? 

The BCCI has already 
put a program in place 
where the centrally-con-
tracted cricketers' work-
load and injury manage-
ment is monitored through 
the National Cricket Acad-
emy.

The franchise physios 
and trainers are supposed 
to give weekly updates to 
the national team trainers 
and the ones present at the 
NCA.

OFFICE OF THE
UNITY CLUB T. KHEL KOHIMA VILLAGE

KOHIMA: NAGALAND

~ FELICITATION ~ 
The Unity Club Tsϋtuonuoma Khel, Kohima Village with 
pride and honour extend our heartiest congratulations 
to Miss Virienuo Emilia Solo daughter of Dr. Avilie Solo 
and Dr. Menguzenuo Margaret Solo on her outstanding 
achievement by topping the HSSLC (Science Stream) 
Examination 2018.

The Club also congratulates all its Club Members who 
has successfully passed the HSLC and HSSLC Examination 
2018 and wishes them success in all their future endeavours.

(Zerϋϋzo Suohu) Daniel Solo)
General Secretary President
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opportunity for Salah be-
fore he leads Egypt into the 
World Cup.

-- Ronaldo: An insatiable 
hunger --
Ronaldo's decline in the 
first half of this season was 
as concerning as his re-
awakening in 2018 has been 
breathtaking.

The Portuguese star has 
scored 41 goals in all com-
petitions this season, but an 
incredible 28 of those have 
come since late January.

Despite only scoring 
four times before La Liga's 
winter break, he ended up 
with 26 goals in that com-
petition, behind only Messi.

But it is the Champions 

League that really brings out 
the best in him.

Ronaldo scored in Man-
chester United's 2008 final 
win over Chelsea, and has 
played a decisive role in 
each of the three finals won 
by Real since 2014.

This season, despite his 
poor domestic form, he had 
scored in every Champions 
League game prior to the 
semi-final win over Bayern 
Munich. Karim Benzema's 
brace in the second leg 
against the Germans was 
crucial, but neither he nor 
Gareth Bale have been close 
to Ronaldo's standard this 
season.

The 'BBC' may no lon-
ger be so fearsome as a trio, 

but after that difficult spell, 
Ronaldo's figures in 2018 
mean he is making his case 
to be crowned the world's 
best again.

"Cristiano knows that 
a player can have difficult 
moments. That's why he's 
the best," warned Real 
coach Zinedine Zidane this 
week.

"Some players suffer 
under pressure, others just 
the opposite, and he is one 
of them. The more you criti-
cise him, be careful."

-- Salah already breaking 
records --
This has already been a 
record-breaking season for 
the Egyptian, whose 32-goal 

tally was a new best in the 
Premier League for a 38-
game campaign.

Overall, he has scored 
a remarkable 44 in all com-
petitions since his arrival at 
Anfield from Roma, includ-
ing 11 in Liverpool's memo-
rable run to the Champions 
League final.

He has been ably sup-
ported by Roberto Firmino 
and Sadio Mane, with that 
threesome netting 90 goals 
between them in all com-
petitions.

Nevertheless, Liver-
pool's hopes of winning a 
sixth European Cup depend 
to a large degree on Salah.

Whether that would be 
enough to land the Ballon 
d'Or as well is something 
that seems to split his team-
mates.

"But what if Messi and 
Ronaldo win the World 
Cup? Do they deserve it? 
I don't know what do you 
have to look at to win the 
Ballon D'Or," said Geor-
ginio Wijnaldum this week.

"If it's winning a prize, if 
it's scoring the more goals. 
We will see."

Defender Dejan Lovren 
was a little more optimistic.

"He can be in the top 
three best players in the 
world. He has the quality, 
the world-class experience 
already," he said.

"He is so calm, a man 
down to earth and he de-
serves every credit for every 
goal he scored for now and 
definitely we will help him 
achieve this dream."


