
Khivikhu Khaki Silverline Spindasis

M Venkaiah Naidu hands a citation to a student during the second convocation of the 2016-2017 batch of students from 
the NIT at the institute's campus at Chumukedima in Dimapur on May 23. 
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Judge a man  
by his questions  
rather than his 

answers. 

~ Voltaire
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'NIT shows growing importance of state' 

Naidu sees Asean goldmine in Nagaland's silver capital 

Rio to the people: We are here for you NDPP washes hands off slur and smear campaign

Global Open lands award for best curriculum

NPF advisor throws in towel 
to take political sabbath State's biodiversity rich 

in bird, butterfly species
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Music shouldn’t sound like it did 
when I was 14 — Dave Grohl | P10

Neymar's slim shoulders carry 
Brazil's burden of hopes |  P12
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China a strategic competitor, 
Russia poses challenge to US 

strategic interest — Pompeo | P9

Mirror Takes

~ Arien
"So does this mean irrespective 
of sovereignty or solution, if we 
convert, we'll be citizens of the 

motherland?"

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, May 23: The vice 
president of India M Venkaiah 
Naidu has said that the state 
of Nagaland, with all its lustre 
and dross, has begun finding 
a position of importance es-
pecially in intellect-intensive 
industries such as electronics, 
and communication technol-
ogy — a statement he contex-
tualized with allusion to the 
Northeast becoming a possible 
economic hub for the Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian Nations 
(Asean) countries. 

The vice president was in 
Dimapur on Wednesday. He 
addressed the second convo-
cation of the National Institute 
of Technology (NIT) at Chu-
mukedima.

In his address to the con-
vocation Naidu said that there 
was an immense investment 
potential in the north-east-
ern region and that the Asean 
countries 'should not be al-
lowed to miss that opportu-
nity.'  

As a state rich in culture, the 
vice president said, Nagaland 
is growing fast. That an NIT 
had been set up in the state 

was an indication about the 
growing importance of this 
region, he said. Naidu said 
that the north-eastern region 
was endowed with abundant 
natural resources but “diffi-
cult terrain, dispersed habita-
tions, poor connectivity and 
inadequate infrastructure have 
been obstacles in realizing its 
true potential.” Improving con-
nectivity is most important to 
bringing the Northeast region 
'into the mainstream,' he said. 

Likewise, Naidu explained, 
air connectivity is vital to pro-
moting tourism, and business 
and people-to-people con-
tact. “We strongly believe that 
the corridors of connectivity 
should be converted into corri-
dors of economic growth with 
a symbiotic market model of 
development,” he said.

The vice president then 
advised the students to keep 
in mind that education does 
not end with the acquisition 
of a degree or by securing em-
ployment. Learning is a life-
long process and education 
is meant to “enlighten them, 
develop them into a holistic 
individual, strengthen their 

character and inculcate the 
qualities required to face any 
challenging situation with a 
sense of equanimity,” Naidu 
said. Character is formed by 
the manner in which the stu-
dents “surmount the challeng-
es but never lose sight of the 

goals they set for themselves.”
Expressing admiration for 

the natural beauty of NIT's 
location, the vice president 
expressed confidence that 
the institution would become 
a leading centre of technical 
education in the country. 

“I foresee that NIT Naga-
land, being a technical insti-
tute of national importance, 
will play a significant role in 
filling the industrial gap in 
Nagaland, by bringing indus-
tries, the corporate sector and 
technocrats from other parts of 

our country to Nagaland for its 
societal growth and uplift,” he 
said. Students from Nagaland 
and other north-eastern parts 
should take full advantage of 
the NIT’s world-class technical 
education, he said.

“The real strength of any 
academic institute lies in 
maintaining high standards of 
excellence through its teach-
ing and top quality research,” 
he said. 

Maintaining that the real 
strength of any academic in-
stitute is in high standards of 
excellence through its teach-
ing and top-quality research, 
Naidu said it can be achieved 
only through dedication, disci-
pline and determination of the 
faculty and students. 

“There should not be any 
compromise on quality of 
teaching and research. The 
knowledge and technical skills 
acquired by you will form the 
main pillars of your profes-
sional career. But the life skills 
acquired by you and the values 
of ethics, morality, integrity 
and compassion are equal-
ly important in navigating 
through the challenges and 

contributing to building an 
inclusive New India,” he said.

The vice president in-
formed that the country will be 
emerging as one of the leading 
economies of the world in the 
coming years with a projected 
growth at 7.3% or 7.4% in 2019 
and with 65 per cent of the peo-
ple under the age of 35 years. 
Naidu proposed that the coun-
try tap and convert the “huge 
human resource capital into 
a demographic dividend and 
spur the economic growth.”

Naidu informed that a re-
cent study by a global execu-
tive search firm has forecasted 
a talent deficit of 85 million 
workers by 2030 across devel-
oping and developed econo-
mies. “It said that India was 
the only major economy with 
potential for talent surplus by 
2030 and might even challenge 
America’s position in tech-
nology, media and telecom-
munications sector,” he said. 
For this the VP optimistically 
informed the students about 
the many opportunities the 
country’s economy will garner 
in the future.

ment of the state with the 
support of the centre.

“We have a long way 
to go. Since its the starting 
of the new government, 
I appeal to the people to 
vote for the PDA candi-
date and be a part of the 
government so that we 
can walk together and 
uplift the people,” Rio 
said. He assured that one 
of his top priorities will 
always be to address the 
grievances of the people.

Commenting on the 
Naga People Front’s on-
going tirade against the 
Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP) 
and the BJP, Rio said it was 
purely vindictive politics 
because the BJP chose to 
ally with the NDPP. Rio 
reminded the gathering 
of the fact that the NPF 
was in alliance with the 
BJP for the past 15 years. 
He wondered 'how the 
opposition could embark 
on a campaign of deceit.'

 “NPF is now accusing 
the BJP but the truth is 
they were in alliance for 
the last 15 years. The NPF 
could not provide good 
and stable governance to 
the people as there was 

a lack of decisive leader-
ship for which the pub-
lic also rose up openly 
against the government,” 
Rio said. 

Recalling the NPF 
president’s (Dr. Shurhoze-
lie Liezietsu) reference to 
the opposition leader as a 
“heraka boy” the previous 
year, Rio said that the NPF 
now had no option but 
to attack the NDPP and 
BJP to divert the public’s 
attention.

Further, Rio said that 
the NPF’s claim to be re-
gional was not founded 
on truth because in the 
past the erstwhile Naga 
People's Council had 
teamed up with the Con-
gress to depose the then 
Chief Minister KL Chishi. 
Since 2003, the NPF had 
also been in alliance with 
the BJP up to 2018 until 
the BJP chose to go to the 
polls in a seat-sharing 
alliance with the NDPP 
instead of the NPF, which 
was ruling at the time.

The chief minister 
highlighted the develop-
mental programmes and 
policies of the NDA and 
PDA governments. He 
encouraged the people to 

reap the fruits of a good, 
stable government that 
focuses on all-round de-
velopment.
NPF puts horns on 
Rio in Zunheboto 

Addressing a public 
rally on Wednesday at 
Zunheboto town, the 
leader of the Naga Peo-
ple's Front (NPF) legis-
lature party, TR Zeliang, 
attacked the PDA govern-
ment with a word for the 
electorate in the district: 
be wary of “the evil de-
signs of (Chief Minister 
Neiphiu) Rio lest more 
capable leaders are sac-
rificed at the altar of Rio’s 
political game for power 
and wealth.” 

According to a press 
statement issued by the 
'information and public-
ity wing of the leader of 
opposition,' the former 
chief minister recalled the 
issue of Students Insur-
ance Scheme which he 
had raised during the first 
session of the 13th legis-
lative assembly. Zeliang 
questioned whether the 
scheme was ‘a Centrally 
Sponsored Scheme or a 
state-funded scheme.’

Zeliang wondered 

whether said scheme had 
‘any linkage with third 
party companies’ and 
whether it was ‘free for all’ 
or a certain premium was 
to be paid by beneficiar-
ies. He alleged that Rio 
“attempted to sow seeds 
of division and instability 
within the NPF party” in 
the past which gave rise 
to 'crisis and hardships' 
for the people. 

A c c o rd i n g  t o  t h e 
statement the NPF leader 
urged the community 
to be vigilant against 
“the evil designs of Rio 
lest more capable Sumi 
leaders are sacrificed at 
the alter of Rio’s politi-
cal game for power and 
wealth (sic).” 

Also, Zeliang highlight-
ed 'sanctions' approved 
for Zunheboto by the pre-
vious NPF regime 'which 
were “diverted by PDA 
government recently.”'

'INR 2.75 crore which 
was sanctioned for the 
development of Zunhe-
boto town has now been 
diverted leaving zero pen-
ny for the town,’ Zeliang 
was quoted as having al-
leged.

Dimapur, May 23 (EMN): There is a rich 
haul of birds and butterfly species in Na-
galand. For instance, a recent conclave 
on biodiversity in Zunheboto district 
has reported about 212 species of birds, 
155 species of butterflies and more than 
200 species of moths so far. 

A biodiversity event called the Na-
galand Biodiversity Meet was con-
ducted during May 9-16 to document 
biodiversity in the villages of Sukhai, 
Ghukhuyi, and Kivikhu in Zunheboto 
district, according to updates. Con-
servation groups such as the Centre of 
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services of 
the Energy & Resources Institute have 
been working in this landscape for the 
past three years, with support from the 

Nagaland Forest department. 
"As an outcome of their efforts, 

these three villages have voluntarily 
formed community conserved areas 
jointly called the Tizu Valley Biodiversity 
Conservation & Livelihood Network in 
order to protect their forests and associ-
ated biodiversity," the updates, from the 
institute, stated. 

Surveys by the team prior to the 
biodiversity programme have resulted 
in a checklist of 212 species of birds, 
155 species of butterflies and more than 
200 species of moths so far, the update 
stated. 

"Many new and interesting records 
have already been documented. Flocks 
of the rare white-headed morph of 

Dimapur, May 23 (EMN): 
The Nationalist Democrat-
ic Progressive Party (NDPP) 
has issued a statement as-
suring that the party will 
not resort to communal or 
'religious politics' but stay 
true to democratic values 
as it campaigns for its can-
didate to the Lok Sabha. 

The party issued a 
statement on Wednesday 
through its spokesperson 
Merentoshi R Jamir 

The NDPP and the 
Peoples Democratic Al-
liance (PDA) pointed to 
what the statement stated 
was gross violations of the 
Election Model Code of 
Conduct (MCC) by the 
Naga Peoples Front (NPF) 
in the campaign. 

"These are serious vio-
lations of the MCC which 

the NDPP as well as the 
alliance have taken into 
cognizance and have al-
ready lodged necessary 
complaints with the Elec-
tion Commission of India 
on the 22nd of May 2018," 
the statement read. 

A t  t h e  c a m p a i g n 
launch of the NPF at Ura 
Academy on May 15, the 
NDPP stated, the president 
of the NPF Dr. Shurhozelie 
Liezietsu allegedly stated 
in his address that '...If one 
was to become Hindu, 
they can vote for the PDA's 
candidate Mr. Tokheho 
Yepthomi. But if the people 
want to vote for the Nagas, 
for secularism and for the 
Christian faith, they should 
vote for Jamir.' This is a 
clear violation of section-3 
of the ECI MCC as well as 

section-125 of the Repre-
sentation of Peoples Act of 
1951, the NDPP stated. 

"Such callous state-
ments have larger implica-
tions in inciting religious 
and communal dishar-
mony among the masses. 
All right thinking citizens 
must condemn such ir-
rational statements made 
by a person whom the so-
ciety holds with respect, 
especially a former chief 
minister of the state." 

Further, the NDPP 
stated that on May 20 the 
NPF's candidate C Apok 
Jamir presented a "Mit-
hun" to the Ao Senso Te-
longjem (Ao union) of Di-
mapur which was then 
distributed among its 
members. 

Dimapur, May 23 (EMN): The me-
dia advisor to the Naga People's 
Front (NPF), Sebastian Zumvu, 
has thrown in his resignation with 
one parting advice: Restrain from 
"back-stabbing each other," respect 
party functionaries, appreciate their 
contribution, and develop loyalty 
that lasts longer than, well, "cheap 
electronic products from Moreh." 

The letter of resignation, a copy 
of which was received here on 
Wednesday, was addressed to the 
president of the NPF. 

Moreh, for readers, is a town 
located on the India-Myanmar 
border in Manipur and known for 
some shady, and not-so-credible 
"branded" products. 

Zumvu thanked the NPF presi-
dent for the opportunity to serve the 
party. "In the period that I have been 
associated with the NPF party, I have 
had the opportunity to have met 
and closely interacted with several 
tall Naga leaders such as you, and I 
have been enriched greatly by these 
meetings; I am grateful for that," he 
stated. 

However, the former journalist 
explained, "Due to paucity of time 
on my part I have been unable to 
spare enough time to party works 
and do justice to the position allotted 
to me." For this, "I have decided to 
take a political sabbatical and tender 
my resignation from active and pri-

mary membership of the NPF with 
immediate effect." 

The advice he added for the 
party: "I wish you and the NPF party 
all the best, and fervently hope that 
party leaders – especially the legisla-
tive wing – take the party to greater 
heights by restraining themselves 
forthwith from back-stabbing each 
other; give more respect to party 
functionaries, appreciate their con-
tributions and do not take them 
for granted; stop their games of 
one-upmanship and intrigues; and 
develop loyalty the shelf-life of which 
outlasts cheap electronic products 
from Moreh!"

Mon's unit shoots from hip 
It was interesting that even as 

Zumvu's email was received there 
was a reply to the email forward 
during that time itself — from 
the NPF's Mon unit. And the unit 
bet its money on this reason: the 
media advisor may be leaving be-
cause "since npf is in opposition, 
ruling party might have offer him 
a huge sum (sic)." 

The reply read (in verbatim): 
"if it is really so. resignation on 
what ground? (Email responder) 
hope sebastian is not satisfied 
with the sum he got per month or 
by a contractual work. since npf is 
in opposition, ruling party might 
have offer him a huge sum."

Dimapur, May 23 (EMN): The Global 
Open University of Nagaland (GOUN) has 
been conferred an award, Best University 
of the Year Award, in the area of curricu-
lum development and instructional ma-
terial preparation, updates informed on 
Wednesday. The award was announced 
during the Dialogue India sponsored 
Education Conclave held at the Indian 

Institute of Technology (IIT) in New Delhi.
The university's pro-chancellor Dr. 

SN Pandey was said to have received the 
award from Krishna Raj, the Union min-
ister of State for Agriculture and Farmers 
Welfare.

A press release from the Dialogue 
India Press Secretariat on Wednesday 
informed about the event.More on Page 5

More on Page 5

More on Page 5

the Himalayan Black Bulbul (Hypsi-
petesleucocephalus) have been seen 
in Sukhai and Kivikhu. The extremely 
rare birds, Naga Wren-babbler Spe-
laeornischocolatinus and Hodgson’s 
Frogmouth (Batrachostomushodgsoni) 
have been sighted in the landscape," the 
group stated. 

Amongst the butterflies, the endem-
ic Naga Emperor (Chitorianaga)and the 
RufousSilverline(Spindasisevansii) have 
been reported here; both are extremely 
rare species, the updates stated.

Among moths, the Comostola Hau-
enstein has been recorded for the first 
time from Nagaland, while Krananda-
lucidaria has been reported for the first 
time from India. Despite these very in-
teresting records, the area’s biodiversity 
remains unexplored, the updates added. 

Other interesting butterfly species 
that were recorded include the Orange-
breasted Freak (Calinaga brahma), Ma-
nipur Map (Araschniadohertyi), Khak-
iSilverline (Spindasisrukmini) among 
many others, whose identities are being 
verified, the updates informed. 

Further, it was stated that more than 
250 species of moths were recorded in-
cluding the male and female of the rare 
Picture-winged Leaf Moth (Glanycusin-
solitus).  The records of birds, butterflies 
and moths will be shared through Biodi-
versity Atlas – India (bioatlasindia.org), 
the institute stated.

Kiphire / Phek, May 23 
(EMN): Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio on Wednes-
day assured the people 
that addressing their 
grievances was one of 
the People's Democratic 
Alliance's (PDA) top pri-
orities. He appealed to the 
electorate to vote for the 
PDA's candidate to the 
Lok Sabha, Tokheho Yep-
thomi, calling it a good 
chance to work together 
this time and realize the 
aspiration to experience 
all-round progress. 

In his address to rallies 
in Kiphire and Phek as 
part of the campaign, Rio 
said it was an advantage 
for the people to have the 
PDA in the state which 
was in alliance with the 
Bharatiya Janata Party-led 
(BJP) National Democrat-
ic Alliance government at 
the Centre. He added that 
there could not be a better 
opportunity to expedite 
the Naga peace process 
and all-round develop-
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PDA campaigns for party 
candidate in Wokha, Molvom

NGO forum to hold seminar

CBI assures to open 
branch office in Nagaland

RMSA teachers serve ultimatum to govt.

KVS teachers induction prog. culminates

Human-animal conflict mitigation campaign reaches Kiphire

CORRECTION
Apropos news report under caption “Zunheboto 
lights candle for HIV affected people” which was 
published on May 21 on Page 3 of this local daily, 
the photo was wrongly inserted. The actual photo 
image was of the one-day seminar on sisterly-care 
programme held at Zeme Baptist Church in Kohima 
on May 20, an initiative of Zeme Baptist Church 
Council Women Department.

Officers from the Forest department and Assam Rifles along with village functionaries take a break for a group photograph after the 
awareness programme in Kiphire town on May 21.

Newly inducted teachers practising yoga as part of their practical training session at the Kendriya 
Vidyalaya School in Dimapur.

Supporters of the PDA during the campaign at 37th Tuyi assembly constituency in Wokha district.
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ister Y Patton. 
He also called upon 

the citizens to forgive and 
forget the difference dur-
ing the last state assembly 
election and collectively 
support the consensus 
PDA candidate. He further 
appealed the citizens to 
ensure peaceful and fair 
poll during the by- elec-
tion.

BJP Wokha district 
president, Meribemo, ex-
pressed confidence that 
the PDA consensus can-
didate Tokheho Yepthomi 
would win the forthcom-
ing Lok Sabha by-election 
with thumbing major-
ity. He has appealed the 
people of 37 Tuyi AC to 
exercise their franchise in 
favour of PDA candidate 
for more development in 

the state.
The campaign kicked 

off on May 21 covering 
Englan range, Chukitong 
range and Nyiro range and 
concluded on May 23.

In a separate rally in 
Molvom village under 
Medziphema sub-division 
on May 23, local MLA from 
5 Ghaspani-II AC, Zhaleo 
Rio has campaigned for 
PDA consensus candi-
date Tokheho Yepthomi 
for the ensuing Lok Sabha 
by- election. He said its 
candidate has all the req-
uisite leadership capabili-
ties and that “his vision is 
beyond compare.”

A press release The-
jangukho Yalietsu, press 
secretar y of  NDPP 5 
Ghaspani-II AC, stated 
that public leaders and 

elders of Kuki villages from 
nearby Molvom attended 
the programme. 

Speaking at the pro-
gramme, Rio reminded 
that a permanent solution 
to the vexed Naga issue 
remains to be the top pri-
ority of NDPP. On the par-
ty’s common minimum 
programme, Rio shared a 
long list of programmes 
meant for all sections of 
the society. 

“In this programme, 
we can also see chang-
es particularly in creat-
ing opportunities for the 
differently-abled people 
as well as the elderly, the 
weak and the rural peo-
ple,” he stated. He added 
that “PDA government has 
begun some programmes 
while some would be im-

plemented in the coming 
days after proper proc-
esses.” 

He has expressed grati-
tude to the Kuki people for 
their exemplary solidar-
ity on his leadership dur-
ing the last general elec-
tions. He has also warned 
against sinister designs 
by people from other po-
litical parties who are con-
tinuously spreading wrong 
propaganda to lure peo-
ple away from voting for 
abled leader. He advised 
the people to be wary of 
such self-centred people 
who are out to misguide 
ignorant people.

Rio further urged every 
villager to exercise their 
franchise on polling day 
and vote for PDA consen-
sus candidate. 

Dimapur, May 23 (EMN): NGO Forum under the ae-
gis of Peace Channel, NEISSR (North East Institute of 
Social Sciences and Research), and Nagaland Alliance 
for Children and Women Rights has announced to 
organise a seminar on Article 371(A) cum 1st general 
meeting of Nagaland state government registered 
society and NGOs on May 25 at NEISSR conference 
hall, Bishop House, near Clock Tower, Dimapur, at 10 
am. In this regards, the forum has informed all the 
interested NGOs to contact phone nos. 8131066297, 
9774461269, 8837487751 and 8837275455 at the earli-
est for confirmation of their participation.

Rajesh Kumar, DFO 
Kiphire, had highlight-
ed on the importance of 
every species in a sound 
ecological/eco-system. He 
appealed the participants 
to come forward in protec-
tion of forest and wildlife 
for availability of natural 
resources on sustained ba-
sis for future generations.

A n o t h e r  s p e a k e r, 
Suman WM Sivachar, wild-

life warden under Kiphire 
wildlife division, in his ad-
dress, has underlined on 
the greater responsibility 
of humans to safeguard 
and protect wildlife since 
human life is interlinked 
with the balance of the 
ecosystem. 

“Wanton reduction of 
populations of other spe-
cies can spell dire conse-
quences for humans due 

to ecological imbalance 
it creates,” he warned. He 
also spoke on Wildlife Pro-
tection Act 1972. 

A simple translation 
of selected sections of the 
act in Sumi, Thikhir and 
Sangtam dialects were 
provided to the partici-
pants.

Satya Prakash Tripathi, 
state chief wildlife warden, 
in his keynote address, 

stated on the genesis of the 
human-animal conflict 
prevalent in the state. He 
also highlighted on the 
policies of the state gov-
ernment and MoEF & CC, 
GoI, New Delhi, towards 
addressing the problem. 

Tripathi also highlight-
ed on the importance of 
forest and wildlife, sce-
nario of forest and wildlife 
in Nagaland, details of 

Dimapur, May 23 (EMN): In a major de-
velopment, Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) has assured to come up with 
its branch office soon in Nagaland. CBI 
has made this assurance to the officials 
of Nagaland Public Rights Awareness 
and Action Forum (NPRAAF) on May 21 
during a talk with the DIG and SP CBI at 
Guwahati in Assam.

A NPRAAF press release issued by 
its media cell stated that the forum had 
raised issue pertaining to a case registered 
on May 21 in connection with the alleged 
corruption case in the construction of 
Nagaland High Court complex in which 
the Gauhati High Court had set a three-
month deadline for the investigating 
agency to probe and submit a report.

It stated that the CBI officials had 
asked the forum to be in regular touch 
with CBI and share information to which 
the latter agreed. CBI officials also agreed 
to examine the matters brought up by the 
NPRAAF in its representation and assured 
to take action on those erring officials 
besides agreeing to hold another meeting. 

The interaction was held following 
submission of a representation to the 
joint director of Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI), North East zone.

In a representation, NPRAAF stated 
that the forum has been crusading against 
corruption and exposing corruption in 
Nagaland government establishment for 
over two years. However, NPRAAF stated 
that it has certain limitation as a voluntary 
organisation to persecute and punish the 
culprit even if prima facie is established. 

The forum urged the CBI joint director 
to consider its representation in setting 
up of a branch office at Dimapur to act as 
deterrent so that public fund is not mis-
utilised at will and take prompt action 
against the corrupt.

The representation also highlighted 
a brief history of Nagaland since its in-
ception as a state on December 1, 1963, 
and the constitutional guarantee under 
Article 371 A of the constitution in respect 
of religious and social practices, Naga 
customary law and practises, administra-
tion of civil and criminal justice involving 
decisions according to Naga customary 
law and ownership and transfer of land 
and its resources. 

The forum stated that apart from 
these privileges, the state comes under 
the purview of all other Acts of the Gov-
ernment of India including the Preven-
tion of Corruption Act 1988 extending to 
whole of India, including Nagaland.

The NPRAAF alleged that on account 
of a wrong notion, laws enforced in other 
parts of India were not applicable in Na-
galand as successive state governments 
had indulged in rampant corruption, 
siphoning funds received from central 
government meant for the welfare of the 
people leaving the state completely under 
deplorable condition. 

The forum said, ‘except making hue 
and cry through media, people are help-

less when various scams were highlighted 
in the media in departments like law & 
justice, roads & bridges, irrigation & flood 
control, health, industries, food & civil 
supplies, NSMDC, rural development, 
education, police, finance, etc, involving 
several thousand crore of rupees.’

It also pointed out that even Enforce-
ment Directorate had recovered huge 
cash from the residence of former addi-
tional SP, MKR Pillai in Kerala in connec-
tion with swindling of police modernisa-
tion fund. 

Though the news was flashed across 
national media, nothing really happened 
as politicians and officials were hand in 
glove with the accused, it alleged.

NPRAAF further alleged that INR 365 
crore given to the state as a one-time 
grant by then Prime Minister Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee as “peace bonus” after convert-
ing it from “ways-and-means” loan as an-
nounced on June 8, 2003, to take forward 
the peace process has been siphoned off. 
It said that the grant was made so that Na-
galand could devote its efforts to schemes 
and policies aimed at poverty alleviation 
and balanced economic development, 
besides saving an annual interest of INR 
44 crore of the state, it added.

NPRAAF alleged that the entire 
amount was siphoned off and nothing 
was done on the ground. It demanded 
that the scam ought to be unearthed and 
culprits put behind bars. 

The forum pointed out that though 
CBI has been probing graft cases in Na-
galand for quite some time now, the out-
come has been dismal due to absence of 
CBI special courts across the state. It also 
stated that courts that were spread all over 
the state were amalgamated into one spe-
cial judge court at Dimapur in 2003-2004 
for the convenience of the special judge, 
who could not travel across the state to 
adjudicate cases, after which there was 
not much progress of the CBI cases. 

The situation became worse after 
the lone local CBI special counsel relin-
quished the post in 2007 and a CBI special 
counsel from Imphal was assigned for 
CBI cases in Nagaland, it stated.

Taking into consideration of the 
above stated circumstances, NPRAAF has 
sought the CBI to establish its branch of-
fice in Dimapur. It also stressed on the im-
portance of having an experienced local 
advocate with immaculate track record 
in the profession to be special counsel 
of CBI to tackle all high-profile cases and 
convict those guilty of offences commit-
ted without any fear or favour. 

Assuring CBI of its assistance to un-
earth all forms of corruption that have 
plagued the state for decades without any 
compunction, NPRAAF has demanded 
the former to fulfil the aspiration of the 
people of Nagaland by ensuring rule of 
law. The forum also assured to provide all 
necessary assistance to set up a CBI office 
at Dimapur – from indentifying suitable 
land to donating a land, if necessary.Eastern Mirror Desk

Dimapur, May 23: A ten-
day induction training 
programme for the newly 
inducted primary teachers 
under Kendriya Vidyalaya 
Sangathan concluded on 
May 23 at the Kendriya 
Vidyalaya School in Di-
mapur. The programme 
was first of its kind held in 
Dimapur which began on 
May 13.

The training was con-
ducted with the main ob-
jective to train the teachers 
and to equip them with 
necessary skills required to 
help in shaping students. 
Personality development, 
adapting with environ-
ment, change of attitude, 
and intellectual develop-
ments were some of the 
others being taught to the 
trainees. 

During the training, 

the teachers were taught 
on various topics such 
as training overview, its 
objectives and plan; child 
rights and child psychol-
ogy; admission guide-
lines; responsibilities of 
the teacher; KVK’s code of 
conducts and discipline 
maintenance. 

The associate course 
director, S Lemtur, in one 
of her training session 
with the teachers, talked 
about the child psychol-
ogy and child rights. She 
emphasised on the Right 
to Education of 2009 and 
the Article 21 A of the In-
dian Constitution, which 
described the importance 
of free and compulsory 
education for children 
between the aged of 6-14 
years. She also spoke on 
the importance of child 
behaviour, their ways of 

thinking and how to ap-
proach them. 

Some of the activities 
for the trainees included 
making them have hands 
on real time classroom 
environment, paper and 
subject presentation, 
demonstrations, educa-
tional tour and other prac-
tical sessions.  

The resources persons 
for the training were prin-
cipal of Kendriya Vidya-
laya School of Dimapur, 
SN Gupta, and a primary 
teacher of the school, NH 
Mao. The course direc-
tor for the training was 
Umesh Chandra and the 
associate course direc-
tor was the headmaster 
of the KVK of Dimapur, 
S Lemtur. Altogether 46 
teachers from across the 
country participated in the 
training.

Dimapur, May 23 (EMN): 
Nagaland RMSA Teachers’ 
Association (NRMSATA) 
2013 batch has resented 
the lackadaisical attitude 
of the state government 
for denying the 7th ROP 
despite being regular state 
employees, while it also 
demanded the latter to 
implement the same be-
fore June 10 failing which 
it warned of resorting to 
its own course of action.

In a joint statement, 
the association president, 
Mhasiekholie Paul Belho, 
and the general secre-
tary, Vika S Sema, have re-
minded the government 
that the teachers recruited 
in 2013 was conducted by 

the state government un-
der directorate of school 
education through open 
competitive exam and 
not by the CSS (RMSA or 
SSA). It, therefore, stated 
that the RMSA 2013 batch 
is entitle to regular pay-
ment enjoying scale pay, 
NPS, yearly increment 
and in the seniority list of 
graduate teacher under 
education sector.

Stating that RMSA 
teachers are playing the 
role of imparting the high-
est skill of knowledge and 
nurturing the minds of 
the students, the asso-
ciation demanded that 
state government should 
pay equal respect and 

implement the same revi-
sion of payment structure 
so that teachers perform 
their duty without any 
hindrance. 

Mentioning that the 
country is in the proc-
ess of attributing highest 
respect to the teachers, 
the association has urged 
upon the state govern-
ment to follow the same. 
The association further 
requested the govern-
ment and the concerned 
department to address 
its genuine rights with ut-
most importance and ur-
gency before June 10, fail-
ing which it has warned 
of resorting to its course 
of actions. 

Kohima’s DC notifies shopkeepers
Deputy commissioner and chairman DLCC, Kohima, Rajesh 
Soundararajan, has notified to all the shopkeepers selling 
tobacco products that there would be a total ban on sale 
of tobacco products in Kohima on “World No Tobacco Day” 
on May 31. He warned that defaulters would be prosecuted 
under relevant laws.

Training for polling personnel concludes 
The final phase training for polling personnel in Kiphire 
for the forthcoming Lok Sabha election to the Nagaland 
parliamentary constituency concluded on May 22. In the 
concluding day of training, deputy commissioner, Kiphire, 
Mohammed Ali Shihab, said that the by-election would be 
different unlike other time and asked everyone to take the 
matter seriously in their respective polling stations. The DC 
further requested the polling personnel not to leave chance 
for any complain from the public during polling.

Expenditure observer visits Wokha
Expenditure observer for the by-election to the Nagaland 
parliamentary constituency Tsewang Tharchin, visited Wokha 
and held a coordination meeting with the Election Expenditure 
Monitoring Team of the district at DC’s conference hall on 
May 22. During the interaction, Tharchin spoke on the role 
and responsibility of the expenditure monitoring team in 
maintaining proper records as they are the eyes and ears of 
the commission. The coordination meeting was attended 
by the teams from flying squad, video surveillance, video 
viewing, accounting, nodal officers, and media certification 
and monitoring committee (MCMC).

Peren’s DC informs officers
Deputy commissioner and DEO, Peren, SmitaSarangi, in a 
circular, informed all officers under Peren district to report all 
government vehicles along with the drivers to the transport 
committee at local ground, Peren town on May 25 positively 
for polling duty detailment. She stated that failure to comply 
with the order would be dealt with as per election laws.

ECI prohibits conducting exit poll
Election Commission of India has prohibited conducting any 
exit poll and publishing or publicising by means of the print 
or electronic media in connection with the by-elections to 
the Lok Sabha from Nagaland parliamentary constituency 
during the period between 7 am and 6:30 pm on May 28. 
It further stated that displaying any election matter including 
results of any opinion poll or any other poll survey, in any 
electronic media, would be prohibited during the period of 
48 hours ending with the hour fixed for conclusion of poll for 
the aforesaid by-elections.

Phek’s DC informs
In continuation with its office advertisement No. DCP/ ESTT.
DLRB/ 2010/ 94 dated Phek the 19th April 2018, deputy 
commissioner, Phek, has informed that the district level 
recruitment board has been deferred till further order 
on account of by-Election to Nagaland parliamentary 
constituency 2018. He informed the applicants, who have 
already submitted their applications that the same would be 
considered as and when DLRB takes up adding they need not 
apply again.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, May 23 (EMN): 
In a run up to the ensuing 
Lok Sabha by-election in 
the state, PDA alliance 
comprising NDPP, BJP, 
JDU and NCP parties held 
an intensive three-day 
campaign under 37 Tuyi 
assembly constituency in 
Wokha district.

Private secretary to the 
deputy chief minister, Ha-
chio Patton, addressing 
the campaign, has urged 
the citizens of state not 
to have misconception 
about the chief minister 
Neiphiu Rio coming back 
to state politics. He clari-
fied that his (Rio) coming 
back to state politics was 
the desired of the people 
to provide stable govern-
ment.

Hachio stated that 
PDA had chosen Tokheho 
Yepthomi as its consen-
sus candidate basing on 
his vast political experi-
ences. He said the gov-
ernment has confidence 
on his leadership as he 
can speak about the griev-
ances of the Nagas in the 
parliament. Hachio fur-
ther called upon the voters 
of  37 AC to give unflinch-
ing support and be part 
of the government under 
the leadership of the state 
chief minister Neiphiu Rio 
and the deputy chief min-

Dimapur, May 23 (EMN): 
State forest department 
under Kiphire wildlife 
division and Citizens’ 
Welfare Society, Kiphire, 
have jointly organised an 
awareness campaign for 
conservation of forest and 
wildlife to mitigate human 
animal conflict and wild-
life crime in Kiphire town 
on May 21.

A press release by Satya 
Prakash Tripathi, PCCF 
(wildlife) and chief wildlife 
warden, stated that the 
additional deputy com-
missioner, Kiphire, Kumar 
Ramnikant, had highlight-
ed on the dependency of 
human beings on forest 
resources for sustenance. 
He also stressed on the 
need for awareness to ad-
dress human- animal con-
flict prevalent in Nagaland 
in general and Wokha in 
particular at this juncture 
when natural resources 
are rapidly depleting in 
the state.

community reserves for 
increasing protected area 
network in the state as well 
as financial assistance to 
the communities. He en-
lightened that gathering 
that with notification of 
forest into a community 
reserve, the ownership 
doesn’t change and the 
land are required to be 
used only for forestry and 
wildlife purpose. 

It stated that around 
150 persons including 
officers from the forest 
department, Kiphire ad-
ministration, 7 Assam Ri-
fles, chairman along with 
members, GBs, leaders 
from NGOs, unions and 
public attended the pro-
gramme. The programme 
was sponsored under 
the centrally sponsored 
scheme – human animal 
conflict mitigation of the 
Ministry of Environment, 
Forest & Climate Change, 
Government of India, New 
Delhi.
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Official of the DCC and the NPF of Mokokchung seen here after the joint meeting in Mokokchung on May 23.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, May 23 (EMN): The 
Congress party said that the contin-
uation of the current alliance with 
Naga Political Front (NPF) depends 
on the situation and the directives 
of the party high command; how-
ever, the NPF says the alliance will 
continue.

This remarked was made by 
both the party leaders of Mokok-
chung district during a joint press 
conference at Hotel Metsuben. 
They informed that the alliance was 
formed to fight against the commu-
nal front and expressed hope that 
the alliance will continue.

The general secretary of the Dis-
trict Congress Committee, Mokok-
chung, P Aley, explained the nature 
of alliance forging between the two 
oldest parties in the state, which is 
stated to be one of the greatest po-
litical party rivals in the state.

“Congress did have a contender 
to contest for the by-election to the 
lone Lok Sabha seat of Nagaland, 

and the NPF President Shurhozelie 
Liezietsu has snapped ties with 
NDA Government and withdraw 
from North-East Democratic Alli-
ance (NEDA),” Aley said.

NEDA is a political coalition 
formed by the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) along with regional po-
litical parties like the NPF, Sikkim 
Democratic Front, People’s Party of 
Arunachal, Asom Gana Parishad, 
and Bodoland People’s Front in 
Northeast India on May 24 2016.

Informing that the NPF presi-
dent has written a letter to Congress 
high command to endorse sup-
port for NPF nominated candidate 
for the ensuing by-election and 
the condition lay down by Naga-
land Pradesh Congress Committee 
(NPCC) was responded positively 
by the NPF, Aley said that on secular 
ground since NPF have no alliance 
with the communal party, the Con-
gress has decided to give full sup-
port to the NPF, if they stand for the 
secular front.

“NPF is a regional base party 
and will never be communal, that 
aligned us to forge the alliance to 
fight against the communal front,” 
a senior Congressman said.

On query, the NPF Mokokchung 
division general secretary, Tangit 
Imsong asserted that the NPF is re-
gional and a secular base party and 
the last 15 years alliance between 
NPF and BJP was a matter of con-
venience in politics.

Imsong clarified that to main-
tain its identity ‘NPF never shared 
seats with BJP and contested in all 
the 60 seats for the last decades di-
rectly fighting friendly matches with 
BJP in the polls to show the party 
was never communal.’

The party approached the Con-
gress after coming to an under-
standing that all secular party must 
join together to fight against the 
communal force, he infromed.

When asked why Congres-NPF 
alliance was not formed during the 
recently concluded state assembly 

election, the NPF officials replied 
that the state general election was to 
do with the governance of the state.

Earlier, a joint meeting between 
NPF Mokokchung division and Dis-
trict Congress Committee was held. 
The division president, Moasangba 
Jamir said after the installation of 
the BJP Government in the Centre, 
the secular country has been hi-
jacked by communalism.  

In this connection, he called 
upon the secular parties to rebuild 
secularism let the people live in 
peace.  He also informed the party 
workers the by-election is progres-
sive in the district.

DCC president, Watimongba 
Aier said the political situation has 
brought the two parties to forge an 
alliance to fight against the com-
munal front. He also appreciated 
the NPG for its secular stand and 
pledge support for NPF candidate 
C Apok Jamir. Senior party workers 
from both the parties also spoke at 
the met.

Dimapur, May 23 (EMN): The National 
Democratic Progressive Party (NDPP) of 
the 11th northern Angami-II AC while con-
demning the ‘illogical and baseless’ allega-
tions against Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio by 
the Naga People’s Front (NPF) MLA Yitachu 
at a rally in Pfutsero on Monday, May 21, 
sought material proof and evidence of al-
legation from legislator. 

In the event of failure to substantiate 
his ‘wild allegation,’ the NDPP northern 
Angami-II AC, said it will be compelled to 
seek remedial course of action, either by 
filling a defamation case or settle the issue 
through customary practices.

A press release received from the party 
on Wednesday stated that the MLA has 
openly accused Rio stating that ‘his lead-
ership was bought at the time of the 13th 
general election of the Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly by purchasing away two intend-
ing candidates and threatening away the 
lone lady candidate.’ 

The party of the constituency said the 
reasons for withdrawal of candidature will 
be best known by the candidates them-
selves. It also stated that ‘the intending NPF 
candidate has also come out openly with 
reasons for his withdrawal which has been 
widely publicized in the local dailies which 
disproved Yitachu’s contention.’ 

 “Yitachu, the all knowing  NPF MLA 
has also categorically stated just a few days 
back that the NDPP party is just a registered 
party and that NDPP will not get recogni-
tion untill 2023 , to  which the ECI has given 
recognition  to NDPP Party on 17 th April 
2018. This explains to the Nagas that a ly-
ing spirit has taken hold of Shri. Yitachu’s 

tongue and he is in total confused state of 
mind,” it stated.  

It also stated that it is evident from the 
fact that after Rio’s departure from the state 
to the Lok Sabha in 2014, ‘the successive 
leadership have failed totally in every aspect 
and the division and polarisation within the 
NPF ranks is dubiously legendary.’ 

“It is because of their failure that the 
NPF has no choice but to disseminate lies 
in order to gain political mileage,” the party 
alleged. 

Taking strong exception to the state-
ment of the Naga People’s Front (NPF) 
MLA Yitachu during a joint platform of the 
NPF and the Nagaland Pradesh Congress 
Committee (NPCC) on May 21 at Pfutsero 
town for the ensuing Lok Sabha by-election, 
former MLA Chupfuo has sought clarifica-
tion / apology from the former.

Chupfuo was responding to news report 
which appeared on May 22 in which Yitachu 
was reported to have stated that Neiphiu 
Rio had purchased/ bought his assembly 
seat from him and another candidate who 
had intended to contest and also prevented 
a female candidate from filling her nomina-
tion.

In a statement, Chupfuo stated that he 
started his political career with UDF party 
since 1976 and had never asked for minis-
terial berth or anything to do with personal 
benefit but stood tall and firm for the party 
so that other MLAs could be accommo-
dated and to ensure stability of the party.

Offended by the statement, Chupfuo has 
demanded Yitachu to furnish any proof, if 
any, on or before May 25, failing which he has 
warned to seek justice from the court of law.

Dimapur, May 23 (EMN): At 
the initiative of the governor 
of Nagaland, PB Acharya, 
NITTE University, Manga-
lore has announced two 
seats each in various courses 
starting from the academic 
year 2018-19 so as to provide 
opportunities to the stu-
dents from Nagaland.

It was informed that 
the university will exempt 
tuition fees in full for the 
courses. The students will 
have to pay for the exam 
fee. The hostel deposit has 
also been waived but room 
rent and mess charges are 
payable which works to INR 
76000 per year.

The university will be of-
fering the following courses 
to the students. Master of 
Public health (MPH), B.Sc 
Nursing, M.Sc Nursing, M 
Pharm, Bachelor of Physi-
otherapy (BPT), Master of 
Physiotherapy, B.Sc (Bio 
Medical Science), M.Sc (Bio 
Medical Science), MA (Mass 
Communication & Journal-
ism), BA (Mass Communi-
cation & Journalism), and  
Master of Pharmacy.

The recommended stu-
dents will be admitted to the 
courses on merit basis sub-
ject to the fulfilment of the 
admission criteria specified 
by the NITTE University, a 

press release from Raj Bha-
van informed.    

Interested students may 
submit an application stat-
ing the course he/she wants 
to apply for along with a 
copy of their mark sheets 
and Indigenous Inhabitant 
of Nagaland Certificate to 
Raj Bhavan Kohima on or 
before June 15. 

Governor has stated to 
have constituted a commit-
tee to select the students 
based on merit. The applica-
tion may be mailed to secy.
rajbhavannagaland@gmail.
com. For further enquiry one 
may contact 7005605757 
during office hours.

Our correspondent
Wokha, May 23 (EMN): Expressing 
concern over regular agitations 
and boycotting classes in the Na-
galand, the Naga Students’ Federa-
tion (NSF) president, Christopher 
Kesosul Ltu told the teachers that 
their decision should not hamper 
the future prospect of the students.

Observing total shut down 
of most of the primary schools 
in Wokha district in view of the 
ongoing SSA teachers’ agitation, 
Ltu pointed out that all the govt. 
teachers are not SSA appointees. 
Therefore, he said those unaffected 
teachers should be in station and 
carry out the normal school rou-

tine.
The NSF officials paid a visit to 

govt. schools and college in Wokha 
district as a part of its 1st phase 
education tour on May 23.

The team accompanied by 
the Lotha Students’ Union had 
an interaction with students and 
teachers of Govt. High School Wok-
ha Village, Govt. Middle School 
Wokha - A, Govt. Higher Secondary 
School, and Mt. College.

During an interaction, it was 
learned from the students and 
teachers that the government 
schemes and funds meant for 
students are not met as projected. 
It was also informed that students 
are yet to receive uniforms and text 
books for the year 2018.

Ltu while interacting with 
the teachers advised them to be 
dedicated in their duty and play 
a major role in nurturing the 
students. 

“Education is not confined 
with textbook learning but it is the 

teachers who motivates and makes 
the system of learning easier and 
healthy,” he told the teachers.

Pointing out the syllabus dif-
ference between the Nagaland 
Board of School Education and 
the SCERT, the teacher expressed 
concern over regular changes in 
syllabus and textbooks, which 
they said is adversely affecting the 
smooth education system.

The GHSS and Mt. College 
shared their grievances to the NSF 
team.  The authorities lamented 
over the class being affected due 
to teachers’ engagement in elec-
tion duties. 

They also put forward the need 
of local and regional authors to be 
included in textbooks and novels 
on history of the Nagas.

The Mt. College principal and 
teachers also apprised the team 
about the need of setting up a 
Human Resource Development 
centre for teachers and lectures to 
improve teaching skill.

Dimapur, May 23 (EMN): The Tizu Val-
ley Biodiversity and Livelihood Network 
comprising of three villages namely Sukhai, 
Ghukhuyi, and Kivikhu under Zunheboto 
district received a National Biodiversity 
Authority award 2018 under the category of 
sustainable use of biological resources (insti-
tution). This was informed in a press release 
received on Wednesday from the team leader 
of the group.

The group extended its appreciation to 
the National Biodiversity Authority’ depart-
ment Forest and Climate Change, Govern-
ment of Nagaland; district forest officer 
Zunheboto; Gef- Satoyama Initiatives (CI ), 
Japan; The Energy Resources Institute Teri; 
and  the Titli Trust. 

It also thanked the Teri for recommend-
ing them for the award and stakeholders of 
three villages for cooperation and support. 

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, May 23 (EMN): 
Three vegetable vendors 
from Dillai fell ill after al-
legedly drinking contami-
nated packed mineral wa-
ter from a shop at firing 
market, Dimapur on May 
22 Tuesday .

According to one vic-
tim, Rina Timungpi, wife 

of Bidyasing Terang from 
Borsing Terang village and 
who is presently recuper-
ating at Diphu civil hos-
pital said they went to sell 
their agriculture produce 
at firing market where they 
bought the alleged pack-
aged mineral water bottle 
from a nearby shop but 
they could not name the 

company of the alleged 
mineral water as they were 
all illiterate.

Thereafter, all the three 
women returned home 
as they were feeling sick 
and were later admitted 
to Diphu civil hospital at 
around 7:30 pm and their 
condition is stated to be out 
of danger.

Alliance with NPF depends on 
situation and directives — Cong.

NDPP northern Angami, Chupfuo 
seek clarification from Yitachu

NITTE university offers seats 
to students from Nagaland

NSF concerned by regular closure of schools 

Three villages receive National Biodiversity Authority award 

Three veg. vendors fall ill 
after drinking mineral water
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OFFICE OF THE
TSÜTUONUOMIA STUDENTS’ UNION

KOHIMA VILLAGE: KOHIMA
FELICITATION

With immense pride and joy, the Tsütuonuomia Students’ 
Union (TSU) extend our heartiest congratulations to Ms. 
Virienuo Emilia Solo, D/O Dr. Avilie Solo and Dr. Menguzenuo 
Margaret Solo for securing the 1st position in the HSSLC 
examination 2018 (Science) and Ms. Mengubeinuo Solo, 
D/O Mr. kevidelie Solo and Mrs. Vimenuo Solo, for securing 
the highest mark in Music in the HSLC examination 2018.

The union also congratulates all the successful candidates 
in the HSLC and HSSLC examination 2018 and wishes them 
success in their future endeavors. 

Ms. Virienuo Emilia Solo Ms. Mengubeinuo Solo

 (Vikuonyü Solo) (Phoukuozetuo Zatsu)
 President TSU General Secretary, TSU  K
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The aftermath of the fire that occurred on May 22 at 7th Mile 
in Dimapur. (Photo source: Social media)

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, May 23 (EMN): A fire 
incident was reported at 7th 
mile opposite to ICICI bank in 
Dimapur on Tue. May 22 razing 
a thatch house eatery,  quarry 
shed and a thatch house accom-
modated by a Non Naga.  

The incident is said to have 
occurred at around 4 pm and 
no casualties were reported, 
informed the Fire department 
officials. 

 Two fire tenders from Chu-
mukedima Fire Station were 
pressed into action to control the 
inferno. 

As per the fire department 
official, the cause of the incident 
is said to be short circuit and 
property worth INR 14 lakh were 
estimated to have loss in the 
inferno.  

Fire guts quarry shed in Dimapur 

A member of Tizu Valley Biodiversity and Livelihood Network receiving the National Biodiversity Authority award.

Officials of the NSF interact with students in Wokha on May 23.
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Our Correspondent
Diphu, May 23 (EMN): The Diphu re-
gional students union (DRSU), a sub-
ordinate of All Assam Students Union 
(AASU) burned the effigy of Union 

Minister for Petroleum & Natural Gas 
Debendra Pradhan in protest against 
the price hike of petroleum and diesel 
in the country. The protest was held 
in Diphu on May 23 Wednesday.

While burning the effigy of Prad-
han the AASU subordinate members 
shouted anti-slogans against the 
Modi led BJP government for the 
sudden hike of price of petroleum 
and diesel.

Karbi Anglong District Commit-
tee AASU, general secretary Tridip 
Bora said that there has been regular 
oil price hike in the country. 

Bora said Assam has two oil 
refinery, but do not get any benefit 
as it taken away from the state. If 
the price of petrol and diesel are not 
reduced, then AASU would not allow 
oil transport from Assam. If in 6th 
schedule areas of other northeastern 
states gets concession of petrol and 
diesel rate, then why Assam is not 
getting, Bora cried. If the price of 
petrol and diesel are not pulled back 
by central government, then AASU 
will take a strong agitation against 
it, said Bora.

DRSU, AASU president Shorjun 
Hanse and general secretary Simanta 
Gogoi were among the leaders taking 
part in the protest.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, May 23 (EMN): 
The general election cam-
paign of the BJP party 
with slogan ‘acche din’ 
(good days), has now 
turned to bura din (bad 
days), said president Hill 
state demand council 
(HSDC), president, Dr. 
Mongve Rongpi, during 
a joint press conference 
of KSA-Simeon Rongphar 
and HSDC held at HSDC 
office in Diphu on May 23 
Wednesday.

Dr. Rongpi said that 
the BJP before coming to 
power at the centre, they 
had held a demonstra-
tion of price hike of LPG 
and other essential com-
modities infront of Jantar 

Mantar in New Delhi. In 
that demonstration BJP 
leaders like Swasma Smi-
ta Rani and Arun Jetley 
took part who blamed the 
Congress for corruption  
and promised the people 
that if they (BJP) comes to 
power at the centre, they 
would bring good days. 
But it is the reverse now, 
instead of good days, bad 
days are ahead for the 
common people.

HSDC, general secre-
tary Laichan Engleng stat-
ed that this in an initial 
stage of protest by HSDC 
in hike of price of petrol 
and diesel. A memoran-
dum will be submitted to 
DC, Karbi Anglong on the 
matter, said Engleng.

Guwahati, May 23 (PTI): Assam Chief Minister Sarba-
nanda Sonowal today awarded media fellowships to 
20 journalists here.

Acknowledging the role of scribes in highlighting 
issues and representing the aims and aspirations of 
the people of the state, Sonowal said journalists are the 
conscience of the society.

The fellowships, “the first-ever scheme of its kind 
launched in the state”, were awarded under the aegis 
of the Information and Public Relations Department.

Hailing the efforts of the state’s journalists, the CM 
said that Guwahati being the gateway to South East 
Asian nations, people’s perception towards Assam has 
undergone a “sea change”, and the media has contrib-
uted immensely to that.

Sonowal said that the media fellowships would be 
extended to more journalists in future. 

The CM also flagged off a conducted press tour of 
20 rural media persons from the state on a goodwill 
mission to Rajasthan from May 23 to June 3, and said 
such visits to Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan 
augured well in realising Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s ‘Ek Bharat Shrestha Bharat’.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, May 23 (EMN): 
The authority of Kari An-
glong Autonomous Coun-
cil (KAAC) has issued an 
order for the release in 
service of Principal Chief 
Conservator of Forest 
(PCCF), Karbi Anglong, 
Dr. Abhijit Rabha, IFS in 
Diphu on May 23 Wednes-
day.

KAAC Principal secre-
tary Mahadananda Haza-
rika told Eastern Mirror 
correspondent that the 
KAAC members were not 
satisfied with the service 
provided by Dr. Rabha and 
has been released from 
the KAAC. The order was 
issued on May 23.

Hazarika said that 
on May 22 an important 
meeting was convened at 
KAAC secretariat during 
the visit of State environ-
ment and forest minister 
Parimal Suklabaidya to 

Diphu with all high of-
ficials of all departments 
under KAAC for which a 
letter has been issued to 
Dr. Rabha but failed to 
turn up for the meeting.

Parimal Suklabaidya 
on May 22 took part in the 
25th International Day for 
Biodiversity held in Diphu 
at Biodiversity cum Rec-
reation Park.

Also, the KAAC ex-
pressed dis- satisfaction 
on the performance and 
services rendered by Dr. 
Rabha, the Principal Sec-
retary informed.

Until a new forest of-
ficer is posted, the Divi-
sional Forest Officer (DFO) 
of East Division Joysing 
Bey has been handed the 
responsibility by KAAC 
authority to overlook the 
affairs of PCCF office in 
Diphu. At the same time 
DFO Bey will be the DFO 
of East Division.

Agartala, May 23 (IANS): Vice-
President M. Venkaiah Naidu 
on Wednesday said that the 
GST and demonetisation were 
“revolutionary steps” taken 
by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, adding that many in-
ternational institutions were 
highly appreciative of India’s 
growth.

“With the introduction 
of GST (Goods and Services 
Tax) and demonetisation, the 
Prime Minister took revolu-
tionary steps. The GST rev-
enue in April has crossed Rs 
1.4 lakh crore, indicating high 
hopes for the new tax regime,” 
Naidu said in his convocation 
address at the Tripura Univer-
sity here.

He said: “Due to such 
reforms,India’s growth was 
projected around 9 per cent 
in 2022. Now is the era of LPG 
-- Liberalisation, Privatisation 

and Globalisation. The mantra 
of our Prime Minister is Re-
form, Perform and Transform.”

Asking the students to learn 
and promote their mother 
tongue, the Vice-President 
said that if they wanted to go 
abroad they should study there 
but return to India to enrich its 
human resource. 

“For higher education and 
any other purposes, English 
is not necessary. Respect your 
mother, mother tongue and 
motherland. British cheated 
our minds. People of many 
countries do not speak Eng-
lish. You can learn English, but 
not at the cost of your mother 
tongue.”

“Do not celebrate any fes-
tival in memory of Parliament 
attack convict Afzal Guru. Re-
spect and celebrate the real 
“guru” (teacher) of your life. 
Don’t always go for Google 

search, replace Google by 
“guru.”

He also emphasised that 
horticulture, floriculture and 
cultivation of medicinal plants 
could hold great prospects for 
northeastern states. 

The 11th convocation of 
the Tripura University was 
held after five years. As many 
as 142 scholars received Ph.D. 
degrees and around 400 stu-
dents from many streams re-
ceived gold and silver medals.

Vice-Chancellor Anjan Ku-
mar Ghosh said that since 
2015, the central varsity had 
decided to admit international 
students. 

“Nearly a dozeen students 
from Bangladesh applied 
online and were admitted to 
various programmes. Now, 
students from Bangladesh are 
joining our Ph.D courses,” he 
added.

Our Correspondent 
Imphal, May 23 (EMN): Ma-
nipur government has tight-
ened up its belts to curb the 
inflow of illegal immigrants in 
the state following the arrest 
of eight Rohingya immigrants 
in Imphal.

Chief Minister N Biren 
Singh said necessary instruc-
tions has been given to the 
concerned enforcing agencies 
to prevent entry of illegal im-
migrants in the state.

“If our own people are 
helping the illegal immigrants 
to get settled in the state then 
the future of the indigenous 
people and the state would 
be at stake.” The landlords 
need to identify those tenants 
before renting the room, he 
added. 

Singh expressed con-

cerned about the functioning 
of state police units stationed 
at the border gates particularly 
at Moreh, Jiribam, Mao and 
such. 

In fact the arrest of eight 
Rohingya immigrants, includ-
ing five minors from a rented 
house during an operation in 
and around Hatta Golapati 
area in Imphal on Monday, 
surprised the chief minister 
on how such illegal immi-
grants entered the state capi-
tal despite having necessary 
check gates in almost all roads 
leading to Imphal. He said he 
had instructed DGP to install 
‘special checkpost’ with gate at 
border areas such as Behiang, 
Moreh, Mao, Jiri, and such, so 
that they can check and curb 
the influx of illegal immigrants 
in the state.

“The government would 
continue drive against illegal 
immigrants in the state as it 
was a matter of state and na-
tion’s security,” Singh added. 
After the installation of the 
BJP-led government last year, 
the authority here initiated 
massive drive against illegal 
immigrants besides busting 
gangs for issuing of fake Aad-
haar cards to the illegal immi-
grants in the recent past.

On Tuesday, Singh had also 
informed that his government 
would table a bill in the state 
assembly to protect the indig-
enous people of the state. It 
may be mentioned that with 
Monday’s arrest, Manipur po-
lice has arrested around 20 Ro-
hingya immigrants including a 
minor since March 22, mostly 
from Moreh and Jiribam town.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, May 23(EMN): Deputy 
Chief Minister Yumnam Joy-
kumar Singh inaugurated the 
third rooftop solar power plant 
for Uripok constituency on May 
23 Wednesday at Basketball 
Ground cum community hall 
of youth club at Uripok Achom 
Leikai in Imphal.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Joykumar Singh said that the 
electricity power has been an es-
sential component of our life. He 
said, ‘with the increasing popula-
tion, consumption of power has 
also increased from time to time. 
In such a situation, power gen-
eration from alternative sources 
like solar energy, rather than hy-
dro or other mineral resources, 
should be made in large scale.’

Singh said that the rooftop 
solar power plants being in-

stalled at different places are an 
‘ambitious joint undertaking’ 
being taken up by Manipur Re-
newable Energy Development 
Agency (MANIREDA) with Ma-
nipur State Power Distribution 
Company Limited (MSPDCL) 
which it will help reduce energy 
consumption from power grids.

Joykumar Singh added that 
under the project, 35 sites within 
Uripok constituency in Imphal 
West district have been identi-
fied for the first phase to install 
such power plants. He said, 
documentation and other re-
lated works for the 18 sites have 
been completed and installation 
works at three different sites have 
also been completed and started 
generating power. Another three 
or four plants will also be in-
stalled in a few days.

On May 15, the second 

rooftop with a generating ca-
pacity of five kilowatts was in-
augurated at the office premis-
es of United Club and Library 
at Uripok Khwairak Selungba 
Leirak in Imphal. These power 
plants will generate power from 
solar energy for street light-
ing. It was also installed by the 
MANIREDA as a part of the 
ongoing solar energy generation 
project jointly undertaking with 
MSPDCL. The plant has a ca-
pacity to generate five kilowatts 
of power each and will provide 
power to around 80 street lamps 
in the area.

Joykumar Singh appealed to 
the people to cooperate with this 
initiative so that street lighting, 
at almost all areas under Uripok 
constituency in Imphal, can be 
made possible without any extra 
charges.

Jorhat, May 23 (PTI): Two 
persons died and as many 
were injured when the ve-
hicle in which they were 
travelling lost control and 
hit an electric post in upper 
Assam’s Jorhat town, police 
said today.

The incident took place 
yesterday near Gar-Ali Ran-
gajan Girls High School un-
der Titabor Police Station in 
Jorhat district, they said.

The deceased were iden-
tified as BSNL technical 
employees Chandra Gogoi 
(42) and Horbeswar Koch 
(38), while the injured are 
BSNL junior engineer Bidyut 
Bikash Gogoi and vehicle 
driver Shantu Goswami, po-
lice said.

Guwahati, May 23 (PTI): Mukesh 
Sahay, who retired as the Assam 
director general of police barely a 
month ago, has donned the hat of 
a school teacher as he says it is time 
for him to “give back to the society”.

Sahay began his new stint 
teaching mathematics to class 12 
students of Sonaram Higher Sec-
ondary School the day right after 
his retirement.

He had retired as the top police 
official of Assam on April 30.

“I was aware that the school 
had no maths teacher at the (high-
er) secondary level and so I de-
cided to volunteer to teach the 
children,” he said.

“The government gives me 
a good pension and so it is time 
for me to give back to society,” 
the former DGP said and hoped 
that the students benefit from his 
teaching. He has also asked them 
for their feedback.

“If they benefit, I will continue 
to teach as I enjoy interacting with 
young people,” he said adding 
education is the key to transfor-

mation and this has been evident 
in his life.

Asked, the former DGP said 
that policemen and teachers serve 
the society in their own ways. 
Teachers deal with the next gen-
eration and have a great role to 
play in shaping their future.

“Besides, I believe knowledge 
increases with sharing and if any-
body has any particular quality 
then they must share with others 
and help the society to become a 
better place,” Sahay said.

The former DGP said he was 
also a certified police trainer and 
he had taught before.

“I come from a poor family and 
could become a DGP as my family 
believed that education is of prime 
importance and made sure that 
we managed to go to school,” he 
added. 

Sahay urged students to work 
hard and not be demoralised by 
failure. He also asked them to par-
ticipate in sports, music and other 
extra-curricular activities and life-
building skills.

Mirror Crossword 1827sud0ku 1667
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1826

ACROSS
1. Roman language
6. Adult male deer
10. Assist
14. Winged
15. Singer ____ Braxton
16. Close at hand (archaic)
17. Hebrew leader
18. Dutch cheese
19. Presidential candidate
20. Money held by a 3rd party
22. Slave owner
24. Cain’s brother
25. Having two states
26. Carries sleeping sickness
29. French for “Lakes”
30. Tribe in Arizona
31. A small sloop
37. Yellowish-green
39. Conceit
40. Auk-like seabird
41. Economic declines
44. Fury
45. Droops
46. Became wearisome
48. Weekly day of rest
52. Indian dress
53. Asian peninsula
54. Ferocious fishes
58. Ferrous
59. Balm
61. Yellowish-brown
62. See
63. False god
64. Send forth
65. Finishes
66. Approach
67. Donkeys
 
DOWN
1. Delicate woven fabric
2. Expression of regret
3. Face powder

4. Repetitious
5. Mogul governors
6. Metal
7. “Different Strokes” actor ___ 

Bridges
8. Collection of anecdotes
9. Gadget
10. Feeling of anxiety
11. Animal or plant life
12. White wading bird 
13. Not here
21. 7 days
23. State in northeastern India

25. Breakfast strips
26. Norse god
27. Only one
28. Extended narrative poem
29. Identifying symbols
32. Horse sound
33. Muscularity
34. By mouth
35. Exhort
36. Started (slang)
38. Short literary composition\
42. Profoundly cruel
43. Box

47. Saudi ______
48. Grin
49. Moses’ brother
50. Plasma and platelets
51. Financial institutions
52. Move sideways
54. High school dance
55. Snake sound
56. Recurrent shivering
57. Perceives
60. “Much ___ About 

Nothing”

solutions to suD0ku 1666

Orgs. in KA protests petrol and diesel price hike 
Burns effigy of Debendra Pradhan BJP’s slogan ‘achee 

din’ turned to ‘bura din,’ 
says HSDC president 

Sonowal awards 
media fellowships 
to 20 journalists

IFS officer in KA 
released from service GST, demonetisation PM’s 

revolutionary steps, says Venkaiah

Manipur govt. to curb illegal immigrants Joykumar inaugurates roof-top solar power plant 2 killed in Assam 
road accident

Former Assam DGP turns teacher



CHANGE OF NAME 
New Name- Sunita Devi Mittal

Old Name- Sunita Mittal
Date of Birth-08/07/1969
F/Name- Lt Kishan Kalika

Add- Nagaland Paint, Church 
Road Dimapur
Reg No-756/18

D-5447

AFFIDAVITRegd. No.2431/2018  Date: 23/05/2018

I, APENYI RITSE S/o Late Khalo Ritse resident of H/No.18, Chakhesang Colony, Khermahal, Dimapur, 
Nagaland, solemnly declare hereby: 

1. That I am the legal father of RAVO RITSE Passport holder bearing No.G8826862 issued vide 
dated 07/07/2008. 

2. That, in my son's passport my name has been entered as LHOUPENYI RITSE. However, I am 
desirous of assuming my name in brevity as APENYI RITSE in conformity with my official and 
relevant documents.

2. That APENYI RITSE and LHOUPENYI RITSE both are one and the same person. 
3. That, I affirm I assumed/adopt my name as APENYI RITSE, and the same shall be construed 

as my name for all official, legal and future correspondence.
4. That, this affidavit is required for the correction of my name as APENYI RITSE, and the same 

may be corrected in my son's passport stated above. 

DEPONENT

VERIFICATION

K. TUNGOE
NOTARY PUBLIC 

Identified and Solemnly sworn before me by the deponent on this the 23rd day of May 2018. 

I take oath and solemnly declare/affirm that the particulars furnished above by me are correct 
and that I have not concealed or misrepresented any fact. 

D-5449

Graduates and trained 
graduates may apply.

 B.Th. and M. Div. 
Graduates with good 
English fluency may 

apply. 
Attractive salary, 

free food and 
accommodation. 

Contact: 8903617911, 
8416096906

TEACHERS WANTED 

D-5444

I have change my 
old name “Mashing 

Zeliang” to new name 
as “Mashingbou 
Chawang” before 
the Notary Public, 

Government of 
Nagaland vide Affidavit 

Regd. No 743/2018, 
dated 15/05/18

 D-5445

NAME CHANGE

Owner Name : Paudi Renta 
Regd. No : NL07M 9834
Chassis No : ME3U3S5C1GD582293
Engine No : U3S5C1GD173349
Model : Classic 350 (Royal Enfield)
Colour : Chest Nut
Mfg. Date : 06/2016
Stolen from Supermarket area, Dimapur,  
on May 15 night.

 D-5450

LOST NOTICE ALL INDIA CATHOLIC UNION (AICU)
7th WORKING COMMITTEE MEETING 2018

Theme: “UNITY IN SERVICE”
Venue : Don Bosco Institute for Development & leadership (DBIDL)
  Circular Road. Dimapur, Nagaland
Date : 25th – 27th May 2018.
Host : Catholic Association of Nagaland (CAN)
Chief Conferrer : Most Rev. Dr. GERALD JOHN MATHIAS.
                                      Bishop of Lucknow Diocese
Special Conferrer : Dr. JOHN DAYAL
                                      Social Activist &
                                    Former National President, AICU
Presided by : Mr. LANCY D`CUNHA
                                        National President
                                        All India Catholic Union (AICU)
Inaugural Programme will commence at 5:00 pm on 25th May 2018. D-5446

Prospectus and Forms can be obtained from  
the school during the Office Hours

Admission open for Class 11 Arts (2018 - 19)
 Hostel facility for both boys and girls
 Transportation facility available for town dwellers

(9:00 A.M - 2:00 P.M) on all working days.
Contact: 9612162669

HEARTY CONGRATULATIONS
100% HSLC RESULT (2018)

ALDERVILLE HIGHER SECONDARY SCHOOL
PHEZHU - 797002, JOTSOMA, KOHIMA: NAGALAND

SL. 
No Names Percentage Distinction

1 Hemshou 93% Eng, Sc, SS, Maths, Alt. Eng, Evs
2 Zhovetalü R Püro 85% Eng, Maths, Sc, SS, Tenyidie
3 Keviphrono Suokhrie 84.5% Eng, SS, Tenyidie, Evs
4 Wonthai Issac BL 84% Eng, Sc, Maths, SS, Alt. Eng
5 Sunepjungla 84% Eng, Maths, SS, Evs
6. Mesasieno Chase 82.6% Eng, SS, Tenyidie, Evs
7. Shyintika Dutta 80.5% Eng, SS, Hindi
8. Mhalezo Nakhro 80% Eng, Maths, Sc
9. Keneiphreno Nagi 80% Eng, SS, Tenyidie

K-1715

JAPFÜ CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
JBCC MISSION CENTRE, KIPFÜZHA, KIGWEMA

KOHIMA-797001, NAGALAND

ARRIVAL NOTICE

1. Hostellers’ arrival for Class 11 & BA 1st Sem : 29th May, 2018
2. Orientation for Class 11 & BA 1st Semester : 30th May, 2018
 NB.  Admission closed for both Class 11 & BA 1st Semester.

Sd/-
Principal

K-1716

Admission Going on for:
1) Coaching for N P S C / U P S C Prelims 

Exam 2018, SSC and Banking
2) Coaching for class 10 ( All subjects ) & 12 

Repeaters (Arts, Science and Commerce)
3) Computer Courses 
4) Special Coaching for Stenography and 

Typewriting
5) Spoken English (Communicative English)

ELITE ACADEMY
Near New N S T Bus Station

Kohima
Ph. 9862034454

K-1718

KG-2533

KG-2534

D-5448

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF SOCIAL JUSTICE AND EMPOWERMENT

Department OF SOCIAL JUSTICE AND 
EMPOWERMENT

Invitation of Application for the NATIONAL AWARDS for 
outstanding services in the field of Prevention of Alcoholism and 
Substance (Drug) Abuse, 2018. 
In continuation of the earlier advertisements dated 09.11.2017 and 
20.12.2017 published in various News Papers, Applications are 
again invited for the National Awards for outstanding services in the 
field of Prevention of Alcoholism and Substance (Drug) Abuse under 
the category of Best Panchayati Raj or Municipal Body working 
for Prevention of Alcoholism and Substance (Drug) Abuse, due 
to lack of response in this category. 
The application duly recommended and completed in all respects 
must reach to the Joint Secretary (SD), Department of Social Justice 
and Empowerment, Room No. 616, ‘A’ Wing, Shastri Bhawan, New 
Delhi- 110001 latest by 31/05/2018. 
The National Awards would be given on 26th June 2018, on the 
occasion of “International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit 
Trafficking. 
Application received after the last date and/or not recommended by 
the prescribed authority/persons will not be entertained. For details, 
kindly see our website www.socialjustice.nic.in   

Davp 38101/11/0021/1819
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Ravi Shankar Prasad

FROM PAGE 1...

Naidu sees Asean goldmine...

NDPP washes hands off...

Rio to the people: We...

SpiceJet to commence 10 
new flights across south India

Tata Motors’ 
narrows Q4 
standalone net loss

Cabinet nod for 4,072 
towers in LWE areas 
for INR 7,330 crore 

New Delhi, May 23 
(IANS): Budget passen-
ger carrier SpiceJet on 
Wednesday said it will 
launch 10 new flight 
services across south In-
dia region from May 25 
to June 16.

According to the 
airline, it will deploy 
its Bombardier Q-400 
aircraft on these new 

routes.
SpiceJet plans to en-

hance its operations 
on the Hyderabad-Ra-
jahmundry, Chennai-
Kozhikode, Bengaluru-
Kozhikode routes with 
an additional evening 
flight on each of these 
sectors and introduce its 
third flight on the Chen-
nai-Hyderabad route.

New Delhi, May 23 (IANS): To empower security per-
sonnel and people staying in the country’s Left Wing 
Extremist (LWE) areas, the Cabinet on Wednesday ap-
proved the setting up of an additional 4,072 mobile 
towers at an investment of Rs 7,330 crore, IT and Law 
Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad said here on Wednesday.

“This is the second phase of the project. This 4,072 
towers will be set up in 96 districts in 10 states. In the 
first phase we have given only 2G connection, which 
was only for calling. But in the second phase we will 
give 4G through which people can call and also ex-
plore data,” Prasad said while briefing reporters about 
the Cabinet decisions.

Saying that communications is a cornerstone to 
contain LWE activities, he added: “It will be the happi-
est day for India when people in the LWE areas will not 
only explore 4G and broadband for security, it will also 
be used for empowerment.”

“This network would be used by the security per-
sonnel deployed in LWE affected areas. Project will 
also provide the mobile services to help the residents 
in unconnected inhabited villages which would im-
prove the economic activities in the region,” an official 
statement said.

“It will give impetus to the e-Governance activities 
in the backward and LWE affected area with the avail-
ability of digital mobile connectivity,” the statement 
added.

The project will be funded through Universal Serv-
ice Obligation Fund.

The LWE phase-l project for providing the mobile 
services using 2G technology entailed a cost of Rs 
4,080.78 crore for setting up 2,335 towers.

Mumbai, May 23 (IANS): 
Automobile major Tata 
Motors on Wednesday 
said that it has reduced 
its net loss to Rs 499.94 
crore during the fourth 
quarter of 2017-18.

According to the au-
tomobile major, its stan-
dalone net loss during 
the quarter under review 
declined to Rs 499.94 
crore from Rs 805.93 
crore reported for the 
corresponding period of 
2016-17. 

“You are going to commence a new chapter. First 
and foremost requirement is to set clear-cut goals. 
Second is to strive relentlessly to achieve those goals. 
Anything can be achieved through hard work, persever-
ance and by adopting the right attitude. Your character 
is formed by the manner in which you surmount the 
challenges. You will experience highs and lows of life, 
but never lose sight of the goals you set for yourselves” 
the VP addressed the gathering of students, teachers 
and parents.

Present as guest of honour of the event was Naga-
land Governor PB Archarya. During his brief speech, 
the governor congratulated the degree and medal 
recipients of NIT.  He informed that the NIT is the first 
centrally funded technical institute in Nagaland and 
one of the thirty one in the country. “NIT Nagaland is a 
developing institution, known for its stellar services to 
the State and nation, contributing significantly in the 

field of education and research” he said.  
 “Empowerment by education is the most important 

weapon to change the world” he said stressing that the 
education of young minds in the right manner will not 
only bring development and positive change to the 
society but also strengthen the nation.

The governor added that there has to be coordina-
tion among industries, and trade and commerce and 
educationists.

“The Northeast has plenty of mineral, coal, hydro 
energy, solar potential, organic agri produce, tea gar-
dens, forest produce, fauna and herbs. All these should 
be our academic subjects to create wealth by the stu-
dent’s empowerment,” he suggested. 

“Nagaland instead of having five universities, it is 
yet to become self-sufficient in production of vegetable, 
fruits, cereals, fish, meat etc. Our universities should 
seriously give a thought to it,” he remarked. 

“As is well known, presenting a Mithun is not any 
normal affair but holds a lot of significance amongst 
all Nagas. The presentation of a live animal, let alone a 
Mithun, to anyone by a political party, leave aside the 
candidate himself is a violation of section-4 of the ECI 
MCC tantamount to bribing the electorates. This is also 
in violation of the Indian Penal Code.” 

In this regard, the statement declared: ‘The NDPP 
and PDA puts on record and reiterate our stand that we 
will contest the by-elections on the very foundations of 
democracy through our party ideologies and principles 
and highly condemn the religious politics that our op-

ponent the NPF is resorting to.’ 
The NDPP has expressed confidence that the Elec-

tion Commission of India and authorities in concern 
would take serious cognizance of the complaints raised 
by the party and that necessary action would be taken 
at the earliest. The party has appealed to the electorate 
to exercise their adult franchise on May 28 and ‘elect a 
leader and a party that does and will not indulge in poli-
tics of religion, inducement and bribery.’ 

The Nagaland unit of the Bharatiya Janata Party be-
sides NDPP units also issued to the media copies of let-
ters  addressed to the election authorities seeking action.  

On the State’s financial crisis, Zeliang supposedly 
said, “After the one time grant by the Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee government which brought the state deficit to 
zero, the 11 years tenure of Rio as the CM of Nagaland 
abnormally brought the deficit of the state to Rs. 1234 
crore at the time of his departure for Delhi.”

Also, the NPF’s spokesperson, Achumbemo 
Kikon, questioned the performance of the govern-
ment and cited the incidents of ‘two life attempts’ 
made on business people in Dimapur a few weeks 
after Rio took over as chief minister, the closure of 
petrol pumps in Nagaland in protest against the kid-
napping of a driver and handyman, and the boycott 
of the by-election by college students.

 “Ridiculing National Secretary General of BJP 
and in-charge of NE region, Ram Madhav and Chief 
Minister Neiphiu Rio for the present mess in the state, 

Kikon said that ‘Ram Madhav has been appointed 
as teacher of BJP & RSS while he has engaged Rio as 
proxy local teacher to confuse the Christian popula-
tion in Nagaland,’” the release stated.

Citing the difference between NPF-BJP alliance 
and NDPP-BJP alliance, Kikon said that the NPF was 
never controlled by the BJP ‘whereas PDA govern-
ment is today controlled by BJP while NDPP is playing 
second-fiddle to a de-facto BJP government.’ 

Also, the updates informed that the NPF’s can-
didate, C Apok Jamir, has said that the forthcoming 
election was not a contest between two tribes but be-
tween two different ideologies ‘which is issue-based.’

Calling upon the Nagas to vote for NPF to protect 
the interest, identity and religion of the Nagas, Jamir 
was stated to have claimed that the opposition party 
was ‘the true voice of the Naga People.’
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Jigsaws Galore

P
resence of host of opposition leaders in a 
swearing in ceremony does not necessarily 
mean formation of an alliance by the political 
parties. To form an alliance, the primary need 

is to draw a common minimum programme which will 
be abided by all its constituents. An alliance cannot be 
formed by merely opposing a certain political party. 
We saw what happened in 1977. Strongly opposing the 
dictatorial nature of the then Indira Gandhi govern-
ment at the Centre and proclamation of emergency, 
opposition parties joined hands and formed the Jana-
ta Party. In the following general election, Janata Party 
successfully ended the Congress regime and formed 
government. That was the first time a non-Congress 
government was formed at the Centre. People of the 
country were happy to see an end of the Congress re-
gime for the first time since Independence. But their 
jubilations were short lived. Soon, the Morarji Desai 
led government crumbled under its own weight. Mid-
term elections were held and Congress returned to 
power. Similar thing happened in 1996 and 1998. In 
1996, no party had majority in Lok Sabha. Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) got the first chance to form the gov-
ernment by virtue of being the single largest party. But 
it could not prove its majority of the floor of the house. 
Then all opposition parties came together and formed 
the government with outside support from the Con-
gress. H. D. Devegowda became the Prime Minister. 
After some time, Congress decided to withdraw its 
support. After the fall of the Gowda government, an-
other government was formed under the leadership of 
I. K. Gujral applying the same formula. But the Gujral 
government too could not complete its term as once 
again Congress spoiled the party. As a result of the op-
position parties stitching together alliances, the coun-
try witnessed three general elections between 1996 
and 1999.

So, no matter how many opposition leaders were 
there at the oath taking ceremony of the Congress-
Janata Dal (Secular) government in Karnataka, there 
is no certainty that all these parties will fight the up-
coming general elections in 2019. For example, both 
Congress and CPM shared the stage at the swearing in. 
But what will happen in Kerala? Will these two parties 
put up joint candidates during the general elections 
in 2019? Definitely not; as the politics in that state is 
bipolar. In Kerala, Congress and the Left are the two 
main political opponents. Joining hands by the two 
parties will effectively mean that they are leaving the 
opposition space for the BJP. If that happens, it will 
be regarded as a political suicide by both the parties. 
So both the parties will have to fight each other. Take 
the case of West Bengal, the Mamata Banerjee led 
Trinamool Congress will gain much if the opposition 
parties in the state remain divided. Mamata joining 
hands with either Congress or the Left will mean more 
votes for the BJP. Can Mamata take such a risk? More, 
what will happen in states like Telangana and Andhara 
Pradesh? The writing is very much on the wall. Telan-
gana Rashtriya Samiti (TRS), the ruling party in the 
state will not join hands with the Congress as its lead-
er K. Chandrasekhar Rao skipped the Bangalore event 
even after expressing solidarity with the non-BJP gov-
ernment. In Andhra too, N. Chandrababu Naidu will 
not concede an inch of ground to the Congress. So 
the future of a coalition government at the Centre is 
known in advance when its constituents are fighting 
for supremacy in the states. All these puzzles have to 
be solved if the opposition parties really want to put 
up a united fight against the BJP.     

Richard Norton-Taylor  
| openDemocracy

Fatima Boudchar and her son, with lawyers from Reprieve, outside the Houses of Parliament, May 
2018. Credit: Kirsty O’Connor/PA Images, all rights reserved.

The Belhaj Case Shows British 
Intelligence Agencies are Out of Control
Tony Blair’s non-apology to 
the victim of ‘extraordinary 
rendition’ – and Jack Straw and 
Theresa May’s attempts to draw a 
line under the issue – raise more 
questions than they answer.

F
or years, Britain’s three secu-
rity and intelligence agencies – 
the Secret Intelligence Service, 
commonly known as MI6; the 

domestic Security Service, MI5; and 
GCHQ, the worldwide communications 
eavesdropping agency – have insisted 
they are accountable to ministers, that 
they are responsible to democratically-
elected politicians. And for years, min-
isters have insisted that the agencies are 
properly accountable to them.

We all now know what some of us 
have been saying for a very long time: 
such assertions are myths. The Prime 
Minister herself has admitted it.

On 13 December 2005, Jack Straw, 
then foreign secretary responsible for 
MI6, told the Commons Foreign Affairs 
committee: “Unless we all start to be-
lieve in conspiracy theories and that the 
officials are lying, that I am lying, that 
behind this there is some kind of secret 
state which is in league with some dark 
forces in the United States …There is 
simply no truth in the claims that the 
United Kingdom has been involved in 
rendition full stop, because we never 
have been”. Straw added that the British 
government was not compliant in ren-
dition, nor did it turn a blind eye to it.

This was not true. On 18 March 
2004 – nine months before Straw gave 
his denials to MPs – Mark Allen, head of 
MI6’s counter terrorism section, wrote 
to Moussa Koussa, foreign intelligence 
chief of the Libyan dictator, Muammar 
Gaddafi, congratulating him on “the 
safe arrival” of Abdel Hakim Belhaj – the 
Libyan national in the news last week 
after Theresa May was forced to apolo-
gise to him and his wife for Britain’s role 
in their rendition.

Allen added: “This was the least we 
could do for you and for Libya to dem-
onstrate the remarkable relationship we 
have built over the years. I am so glad... 
[Belhaj’s] information on the situation 
in this country is of urgent importance 
to us.”

He went on, “Amusingly, we got a 
request from the Americans to channel 
requests for information from [Belhaj] 
through the Americans. I have no inten-
tion of doing any such thing. The intelli-
gence on [Belhaj] was British”. (The CIA 
had supplied the aircraft taking the cou-
ple – what Allen called the “air cargo” – 
to Tripoli.)

The letter was one of hundreds of 
documents scattered among the ruins 
of Koussa’s office in Tripoli, when the 
building was destroyed by NATO (pos-
sibly by British bombers) in 2001. It 
was proof that MI6 had provided intel-
ligence leading to the capture in Bang-
kok of Belhaj, a leading member of the 
Libyan Islamic Fighting Group (LIFG) 
and opponent of Gaddafi.

He and his pregnant wife, Fatima 
Boudchar, were bound and gagged 
throughout the 17-hour flight to Tripoli 
where they were jailed. Boudchar was 
imprisoned for four months and re-
leased shortly before her baby was 
born. Belhaj was tortured and released 
in 2010. During his captivity he was 
questioned by British intelligence offic-
ers and, he says, made it plain to them 
he had been tortured. (Sami al-Saadi, 

a fellow member of the LIFG, and his 
wife were also seized on information 
supplied by MI6. He later accepted £2.2 
million from the British government as 
compensation for its part in his mis-
treatment.)

Faced with such clear evidence of 
British involvement in rendition opera-
tions, Straw told the BBC on 5 Septem-
ber 2011: “No foreign secretary can know 
all the details of what its intelligence 
agencies are doing at any one time.” The 
Metropolitan Police opened a criminal 
investigation and questioned Straw and 
Allen. After four years they handed a file 
to the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS). 
In 2016, the CPS announced that nei-
ther Straw nor Allen would face charges 
because of insufficient evidence. In a 
carefully-worded statement it said Allen 
had “sought political authority for some 
of his actions albeit not within a formal 
written process nor in detail...”

Meanwhile Belhaj sought an admis-
sion from the British government of its 
role, through civil proceedings in the 
courts. The government fought back. 
It claimed that British courts could not 
hear the case because the agents of for-
eign countries – a reference to the CIA, 
in particular – were involved. When it 
lost that argument, the government in-
sisted that the legal advice given to the 
CPS case should remain secret. When it 
lost that argument, the government in-
sisted that Belhaj’s civil claim for com-
pensation had to be heard in a secret 
trial.

Then this month, on 10 May, the 
government’s senior law officer, attor-
ney general Jeremy Wright QC, admit-
ted that Belhaj and his wife had been 
subjected to a “harrowing ordeal”. In the 
Commons with Boudchar and her son 
looking down from the public gallery, 
Wright read a letter the Prime Minister 
had written to them. What happened 
to them was “deeply troubling”, May 
wrote. The British government’s actions 
“contributed to your detention, rendi-
tion, and suffering”.

In a reference to the role of British 
intelligence officers, May added: “dur-
ing your detention in Libya, we sought 
information about and from you. We 
wrongly missed opportunities to alle-
viate your plight: this should not have 
happened.”

Wright came very close to admit-
ting that, despite the CPS decision not 
to prosecute Straw or Allen, the British 
role in the abduction and rendition was 
unlawful. It was important, he said, that 
“we should act in line with our values 
and in accordance with the rule of law”.

Immediately after Wright made his 
statement to MPs, Straw issued a state-
ment of his own, through his lawyers. 
It read: “On 1 March 2004 my approval 
was sought for some information to be 
shared with international partners. In 
almost every case such approvals were 
made by me in writing, on the basis of 
written submissions to me. However in 
rare cases of great urgency, oral submis-
sions could be made and oral approvals 
given by me. This is what happened on 
this occasion.”

Procedures had now changed, re-
forms were being put in place, said 
Wright. Ministers must now be consult-
ed whenever MI6 officers were involved 
in an operation where a detainee was 
“at serious risk of mistreatment by a for-
eign state”. And “behavioural and cul-
tural changes” were needed in Britain’s 
security and intelligence agencies.

Wright referred to “unacceptable 
practices of our international partners” 
and said they should have been appre-
ciated by MI6 “much sooner”.

This claim – an excuse, really – lacks 
credibility. Court documents disclosed 
in a previous case involving MI5 and 
MI6 complicity in British nationals and 
residents reveal that as early as Janu-
ary 2002 they were aware that the CIA 
was prepared to abuse and torture ter-
ror suspects. Officers at MI6 headquar-
ters in London told one of their officers 
abroad: “it appears from your descrip-
tion that they [detainees] may not be 
being treated in accordance with the ap-
propriate standards”. But MI6 had add-
ed, significantly: “Given that they are 
not within our custody or control, the 
law does not require you to intervene to 
prevent this...It is important that you do 
not engage in any activity yourself [my 
emphasis] that involved inhumane or 
degrading treatment of prisoners”.

The Belhaj case will now be inves-
tigated by the Intelligence and Security 
Committee (ISC) of MPs and peers. The 
committee’s members, who have to be 
approved by the prime minister (and, 
we can assume, are vetted by MI5 and 
MI6), meet in private. The ISC’s record 
is not good. It has been misled by MI5 
and MI5 in the past, specifically about 
Britain’s role in rendition. The ISC has 
already said that MI6 officers deployed 
to Iraq and Afghanistan in 2001 were 
“not sufficiently trained” in the law, 
notably the Geneva Conventions. How 
long have they needed to learn?

In the Belhaj case, MI6 officers 
clearly believed the political imperative 
of the Blair government was to cuddle 
up to Gaddafi. The prospect of lucra-
tive oil and gas deals loomed after the 
Libyan dictator became a friend, once 
he agreed to give up his nuclear and 
chemical weapons programme at the 
end of 2003.

With Blair’s planned ‘Deal in the 
Desert’ imminent, it appears that the 
government was so keen to ingratiate it-
self with Gaddafi that unlawful action – 
the rendition of Belhaj and al-Saadi and 
their wives – was approved. By whom, 
and how, the ISC must find out. It must 
question Straw and Allen, Sir Richard 
Dearlove, then head of MI6, and publish 
the evidence. Otherwise, the apologies 
of Theresa May and her attorney gen-
eral will seem rather hollow.

Today Tony Blair - who after the Al-
len letter to Koussa said he had ‘no rec-
ollection” of the rendition - has again 
distanced himself from it. “I did not 
know about the case until after I left 
office in 2007”, he told BBC Radio 4’s 
Today programme. “It was not brought 
to my attention. It was not something I 
dealt with in government”.

Blair’s intervention today prompted 
renewed calls for a judge-led inquiry 
into the MI6 operation. 

Cori Crider, a lawyer at Reprieve 

who represented Belhaj, said, “Mr Blair’s 
non-apology to Mr Belhaj and his wife 
raised more questions than it answered. 
His hug with Gaddafi happened just 
two weeks after Belhaj and his wife were 
delivered to Tripoli, and two days before 
MI6 helped abduct another entire fam-
ily for the Libyan dictator.”

“Sir Mark Allen’s infamous fax to 
Moussa Koussa, in which he called my 
clients ‘air cargo,’ also shows him per-
sonally arranging Blair’s mission to 
Libya in minute detail - down to asking 
for the photo op to be held in Gaddafi’s 
tent because ‘the journalists would love 
it’. Perhaps Mr Blair would like to pub-
lish the ‘five requests’ Gaddafi made to 
him directly in a letter in October 2003 
as they sought to strike a deal. Are we 
meant to believe the dictator never 
mentioned the ‘stray dogs’ he hated so 
much? Both Reprieve and Scotland Yard 
amassed a mountain of evidence about 
this case. If the British public want the 
whole truth and nothing but the truth, 
let’s have a full public inquiry and be 
done with it.”

Amnesty International UK’s Head 
of Policy and Government Affairs, Allan 
Hogarth, said:

“Tony Blair’s comments today on 
this appalling case of UK involvement 
in torture and rendition highlight once 
again why we need the proper judicial 
inquiry we were promised. We shouldn’t 
accept attempts to draw a line under 
the involvement of UK officials in these 
horrors. For years successive govern-
ments have tried to keep this case be-
hind closed doors and eventually shut 
it down, apparently fearful of what evi-
dence of the UK’s complicity in kidnap-
ping and torture might emerge. We will 
be watching to see what comes out of 
the Intelligence and Security Commit-
tee’s long-awaited report next month, 
but that secretive process cannot be 
enough. We still need a judicial inquiry 
into the UK’s role in torture carried out 
by its partners - including the CIA’s ex-
tensive programme of rendition and il-
legal detention.”

Straw last week said: “There are 
many questions on this. I understand 
that”. He told BBC Radio’s World at One 
programme on 14 May he was happy to 
give a full account to the ISC. However, 
he added that there were limits to what 
he could say publicly “for national secu-
rity reasons”.

The phrase “national security” of 
course has been used by successive 
governments and cabinet ministers to 
cover a multitude of sins.

(Richard Norton-Taylor is a former 
security and defence editor at the 

Guardian. He has twice won the 
Freedom of Information Campaign 

awards.)

An Open Letter to Her Respectable and Honourable Adinno Phizo, President NNC
 Respected Sir/Ma’am
This is in response to an article published in Eastern Mirror on Thursday, the 17th May, 2018; on page 1: under the heading “Naga people nothing in common with 

India --- Adinno Phizo” and another article published in page 6, under the heading “Speech of NNC President on 67th Anniversary of Naga Plebiscite.
Reference: 2nd paragraph: last line. Quote open: The strange thing is that no honest Indian among a billion people. Quote close.
What does Respected and Honourable President Adino Phizo mean by this sentence?
Firstly: Would she be courteous or kind enough to clarify, explain or elaborate on this sentence.
Secondly: My question to Her Respectable President is “How well does she know India or Indian citizens?                
Such a derogatory sentence uttered from such Honourable, Respectable and Responsible person/leader/human being: to whom the whole of Nagaland looks upto; 

is unexpected or is uncalled for. I  feel that My/our relation; My/our Love for Nagaland or say its people, My Honesty, My Integrity and My/our relationship with them 
and My/our association with Nagaland, all these past decades or so, is being questioned. 

I have always been a well wisher and besides me, there are many a people who is a well wisher of the Naga people who have been selflessly helping and working with 
the Naga people on our side/area, and other parts too; since 1920’s and I particularly, since Jan. 1985 and then again from 1994 till date. Because, I loved the values you’ll 
(Naga people) uphold/upheld; whether honesty, attitude to life and especially the customary law, etc, etc. For, Naga-land is a gift of God.

As a layman or a lay person like me, it hurts my/our sentiments and all other Indians who are associated with the Naga people or Nagaland or is working to make 
Nagaland prosperous; to read such a sentence; and any person in his/her right or sound mind will question himself or herself, of the feelings I or they have and harbor 
for the Naga people as a whole. A person like me: am known to my Naga friends & well wishers as an honest, helpful, truthful and integrated man. I never extracted or 
gained a single penny from Nagaland; but instead I lost approximately Rs.36,00,00.00 (thirty six lacs) plus or so; and now I can’t give a decent education to my two chil-
dren; because of my kind nature; because I am not an exploiter. I don’t blame anyone for the loss.

 This is a very derogatory and irresponsible sentence. I could have overlooked this article, like many other articles I have overlooked in the past; but in this phase of 
globalisation and look east policy evolved to Act East policy: in this evolution of civilization, towards divination; with time as witness: mankind as a whole is moving to 
a new and elevated phase towards divinity; in a globally connected world; I seek a response. For this sentence has touched my sentiments; at a time when we the new 
generation is trying to get connected by emotionally bonding and live as one; and to live in a border-less world; we are already working towards realizing this vision.  In 
the shortest sentence – Hoping and praying to open the Gates to the Golden Ages or Era – together.

I ardently request you to kindly look into this matter, with a most judicious approach; for the welfare of the next generation of Nagaland and India: with the world 
-as a whole. 

My conscience seeks a clarification.
To all whom it may concern, this article should not be politicised.
Featherman
Borholla, S/Div-Titabar.
Dist. Jorhat. Assam.
featherman.neelkanth@gmail.com

We can entrust our cares to a wholly 
trustworthy God. 

What keeps you awake at night? Lately I’ve been 
losing sleep, tossing and turning on my bed, 
trying to work out a solution to an issue. Even-

tually I begin fretting about not getting enough rest to 
handle the challenges of the next day!

Sound familiar? Troubled relationships, an uncer-
tain future, whatever it is—we all give in to worry at one 
point or another.

King David was clearly in distress when he penned 
Psalm 4. People were ruining his reputation with ground-
less accusations (v. 2). And some were questioning his 
competency to rule (v. 6). David probably felt angry for 
being treated so unfairly. Surely he could have spent 
nights stewing about it. Yet we read these remarkable 
words: “In peace I will lie down and sleep” (v. 8).

Charles Spurgeon explains verse 8 beautifully: “In 
thus lying down, . . . [David] resigned himself into 
the hands of another; he did so completely, for in the 
absence of all care, he slept; there was here a perfect 
trust.” What inspired this trust? From the start, David 
was confident that God would answer his prayers (v. 3). 
And he was sure that since God had chosen to love him, 
He would lovingly meet his needs.

May God help us to rest in His power and presence 
when worries threaten. In His sovereign and loving 
arms, we can “lie down and sleep.”

Dear Father, thank You for hearing me when I call. I 
surrender my worries to You and rest in Your power 

and presence.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

DAILY
PATH

Tossing and Turning
BIBLE READ:   PSALM 4
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

In peace I will lie down and sleep, for you alone, Lord, 
make me dwell in safety.   

~  Psalm 4:8



The Republic of  Ireland is 
holding a referendum on May 25 
that could dramatically change 
its stance on abortion. Here’s a 
rundown of  what is happening, 
when and why.
What is Ireland voting on?
The referendum is about taking action that 
would result in the repeal of  article 40.3.3 of  
the Irish Constitution (commonly referred to 
as the 8th amendment), allowing the Irish 
government to change the law on abortion, 
which is currently illegal unless a woman’s 
life is at substantial risk. Voting yes would re-
peal the amendment, while voting no would 
keep it in place.

What is the 8th amendment?
The eighth amendment was passed by ref-
erendum in 1983. It says that “the state ac-
knowledges the right to life of  the unborn 
and, with due regard to the equal right to life 
of  the mother, guarantees in its laws to re-
spect, and, as far as practicable, by its laws to 
defend and vindicate that right”.

It is commonly viewed to equate the life 
of  a pregnant woman with the foetus, mak-
ing abortion unavailable in almost all cir-
cumstances. It is also seen as affecting ma-
ternal healthcare because a woman loses her 
right to refuse consent to medical treatment 
in pregnancy.

Why does Ireland have this clause in its 
constitution?
When contraception was legalised in Ireland 
in 1974, there was a widespread belief  that 
liberal abortion laws would inevitably fol-
low. An amendment campaign emerged in 
1981, brought together various “pro-life” 
groups to lobby for constitutional protection 
of  the “unborn”. Their campaign was helped 
by the fact that in the political instability of  
the early 1980s, successive Taoisigh (prime 
ministers) were conscious of  alienating the 
dominant conservative vote.

Ireland’s attorney general warned at the 
time that the wording of  the amendment was 
too ambiguous and could have potentially 
negative consequences for women’s health-
care. But momentum had gathered and the 
referendum resulted in a two-to-one majority 
in favour of  the amendment.

Is Ireland unusual in having an amendment 
of this kind?
Yes. Regulation of  abortion through a con-
stitution is rare (because constitutions are 
difficult to change). It has left Ireland with 
some of  the most restrictive abortion laws in 
the world, which have been regularly criti-
cised by a number of  international human 
rights bodies.

Why is this vote happening now?
There have been a number of  high profile, 
distressing cases in the recent past which 
have highlighted the inadequacy of  the cur-
rent law. Just two examples (there are many 
more) are the death of  Savita Halappanavar 
in 2012 from sepsis after being refused an 
abortion during miscarriage and the case of  
Amanda Mellet, who was forced to travel to 
England to terminate a pregnancy with fa-
tal foetal anomaly. Mellet’s case reached the 
UN Human Rights Committee, which con-
cluded that Ireland’s near total abortion ban 
was discriminatory and amounted to “cruel, 
inhuman or degrading treatment”.

In 2017 the Irish government convened 
a Citizens Assembly to consider evidence 
on abortion law reform. The 99 randomly 
selected citizens, after hearing extensive evi-
dence, voted voted 64% to 36% in favour of  
having no restrictions on termination in early 
pregnancy.

What is the Irish government’s official 
position on the vote?
The government is split on the vote, with 
many undeclared. However, it appears that 
more support “yes”. Party leaders are sup-
portive – Leo Varadkar (the Taoiseach and 
leader of  Fine Gael) is openly pro-repeal, 
however his party is allowing a free vote. 
Micheál Martin, leader of  the opposition 
party Fianna Fáil, has also backed repeal, 
although many in his party think differently. 
Sinn Féin supports repeal but not abortion 
without restriction. Members of  parliament 
for Labour, the Green party, Social Demo-
crats and Solidarity-People Before Profit sup-
port both repeal and access to abortion up 
until 12 weeks into a pregnancy. Independ-
ents are mixed.

What happens if the 8th amendment is re-
pealed?
Repeal of  the 8th amendment would allow 
the government to legislate on abortion. The 
proposed legislation will bring Ireland into 
line with the majority of  European coun-

tries, allowing for abortion on request up 
to the 12th week of  pregnancy (subject to 
medical regulation). After 12 weeks abortion 
would only be available in cases of  fatal foe-
tal anomaly, if  the pregnant woman’s life was 
at risk or if  her health was at risk of  serious 
harm. Cases after 12 weeks would have to be 
approved by two doctors.

What happens if Ireland votes to keep the 
8th amendment?
Nothing would change. The constitution, 
in conjunction with the Protection of  Life 
During Pregnancy Act 2013, only allows for 
abortion where there is real and substantial 
risk to the life – as distinct from the health – 
of  the pregnant woman. She can only access 
abortion when doctors deem that her life is 
at risk due to medical complications, or she 
is at risk of  taking her life.

Women in their thousands would contin-
ue to travel to England and further afield to 
access abortion or procure abortion pills on-
line illegally, risking criminality. The impact 
of  Brexit on women’s ability to travel freely 
remains unknown.

Who is opposed to repealing the 8th 
amendment and why?
Groups who describe themselves as “pro-
life” say they are protecting the foetus 
through their opposition to any change to 
Irish abortion law. Many of  these groups are 
supported from abroad, in particular from 
America, and often align themselves with 
religious views, in particular the Catholic 
Church.

What is the main argument for repealing 
the 8th amendment?
The main argument is that criminalising 
abortion does not prevent abortion. In fact 
countries with liberal abortion laws usually 
have lower rates of  abortion. Women living 
in Ireland have abortions, either abroad and 
at their own cost, or illegally in Ireland with 
the abortion pill. All a “yes” vote will do is 
allow the government to legislate for women 
to access healthcare legally in Ireland.

Is it likely that the vote will result in repeal?
Polls have indicated that marginally more 
people support a “yes” vote. There has been 
concern over voter manipulation, in particu-
lar foreign interference with both Google 
and Facebook changing the rules on politi-
cal advertising in Ireland in advance of  the 
referendum.

Higher oil prices, the consequent in-
flationary pressures and a weaker 
rupee have dominated recent news 
headlines. While short-term meas-

ures to deal with these macro-economic trends 
are essential, it is also necessary to look at the 
long-term structural changes required to bring 
about stability in the Indian economy and re-
duce exposure to the vagaries of macro-eco-
nomic trends.

Environmental concerns alone do not drive 
India’s renewable energy push today: Econom-
ic and financial compulsions are even more crit-
ical. Policies have helped expand the sector, but 
figures such as an expected $105 billion crude 
oil import bill for the country for the financial 
year 2018-2019 (according to the Oil Ministry) 
give us an idea of the urgent need to further 
reduce our dependence on imported fossil fuel 
and find alternative sources of energy.

For “energy independence”, renewable en-
ergy is the elixir that the country needs and it 
will mean addressing more significant policy 
issues and creating a policy framework that 
supports “energy independence”, factoring in a 
multitude of elements.

First, the proposed 70 per cent duty on 
imported solar cells and modules merit re-ex-
amination. While this is needed to encourage 
domestic solar cell manufacturers, such high 
import duties will also slow down solar energy 
expansion. 

The critical question is: Will the economic 
gains from the proposed duty be more signifi-
cant than the benefits of a vibrant and growing 
solar sector using cheaper imported (read Chi-
nese) solar products?

Critical evaluation of such questions will 
help frame coherent policies across the energy 
spectrum. Weighing competitive advantages of  
one policy versus another to create an overall 
framework that is consistent will help expedite 
renewable energy creation. 

The fact that facilitating renewable energy 
expansion is critical not just from a financial 
perspective but also a national energy security 
perspective should inform such policies.

Interest rate policies also have a bearing 
on the renewable energy sector, and the sector 
needs to be cognizant of the impact that higher 
interest rates may have on debt funding for both 
current and future projects. 

Renewable energy auctions have seen tariffs 
nosedive over the last two years. While this is 
great for the consumer, the question is whether 
the renewable energy sector in India is ready for 
a higher interest rate regime.

Renewable energy players must look at a 
careful analysis of converting floating interest 
rate loans to fixed rate loans and borrowing for 
longer durations where necessary to better pre-
pare for a higher interest rate regime. 

India needs to ensure that the pace of re-
newable energy expansion is affected as little as 
possible from rising interest rates.

With the expansion of renewable energy 
capacity, it is essential for the energy industry 
and the government to take stock of the risk 
of stranded thermal power assets. The primary 
concern is how do we deal with thermal plant 
assets that aren’t financially viable any more.

In a recent report entitled “An Assessment 
of India’s Energy Choices: Financial Perform-
ance and Risk Perception”, Vinit Atal and Gi-
reesh Shrimali bring forth crucial points regard-
ing the stranded asset risk. 

As renewable energy increasingly be-
comes a greater source of  energy at competi-
tive price levels, the risk of  stranded thermal 
plants goes higher. Unviable thermal power 
plants lead to more stranded assets, thereby 
adding to the Non-performing assets (NPAs) 
for banks. Atal and Shrimali hold that inves-
tors “perceive renewable energy power invest-
ments to be less risky than fossil fuel power 
investments”.

The government needs to think of the long-
term ramifications of the growth of renewable 
energy on existing thermal power plants and 
any new thermal power plants in the pipeline. 
Given the long-dated nature of power plant 
assets, closer scrutiny around asset viability is 
warranted to avoid a build-up of more NPAs.

India has made significant progress over 
the last decade in the renewable energy sector. 
However, given the rising energy needs and the 
dependency on energy imports, now is the time 
to push the energy “independence” agenda 
further and faster. Greater policy clarity, con-
sistency in policies and a focus on the broader 
economic mandate are urgently needed.

(Taponeel Mukherjee heads Development Tracks, 
an infrastructure advisory firm. The views 

expressed are personal. He can be contacted at 
taponeel.mukherjee@development-tracks.com or 

@Taponeel on Twitter)

In 480 BCE, the citizens of  
Athens were in more trou-
ble than it is possible for our 
modern minds to fathom. 

Xerxes, the seemingly omnipo-
tent son of Darius the Great, 
had some unfinished business 
left to him by his father. A dec-
ade earlier, at the Battle of Mar-
athon in August 490 BCE, the 
miraculous had happened: the 
underrated Athenian army had 
seen off Darius and his mighty 
Persian horde, saving the threat-
ened city-state from certain de-
struction. Now Xerxes had in-
vaded Greece again, to finish the 
work his father had started, and 
he’d assembled a vast army that 
the Greek historian Herodotus 
(typically exaggerating) put at 
5 million, but – though mod-
ern scholars disagree on precise 
numbers – was likely to have 
been a still-overwhelming force 
of 360,000, on top of a gigan-
tic armada of 750 ships. Con-
fronted with an insurmountable 
foe and almost certain destruc-
tion, the hard-pressed Athenian 
leadership requested the services 
of the world’s first political risk 
consultant.

Already, by 480 BCE, the 
Pythia of Delphi was an ancient 
institution. Now commonly 
known as the Oracle of Delphi – 
when, in ancient Greek, the ora-
cles were the pronouncements 
that the Pythia dispensed – the 
Pythia were the senior priest-

esses of the Temple of Apollo, 
the Greek God of Prophecy. 
For more than 1,100 years (un-
til 390 CE, when radical Chris-
tians chased the last Pythia 
out of Parnassus), they were 
viewed as the most authorita-
tive soothsayers in Greece. Pil-
grims descended from all over 
the ancient world to the temple 
on the slope of Mount Parnas-
sus to have their questions about 
the future answered. From the 
small, enclosed chamber at the 
base of the shrine, the Pythia 
(there were three priestesses on 
call at any time) delivered her 
oracles in a frenzied state – the 
likely result of imbibing the hal-
lucinogenic vapours rising from 
the clefts in the rock of Mount 
Parnassus, which we now know 
sits atop the intersection of two 
tectonic plates.

The Pythia would be sitting 
in a perforated cauldron astride 
a tripod. Pilgrims reported (and 
Plutarch, who for a time served 
as high priest at Delphi, assisting 
the Pythia in her mission, con-
firmed) that as she inhaled the 
strange vapours her hair would 
stand on end, her complexion al-
tered, and she would often begin 
panting, her voice assuming an 
otherworldly tone. In classical 
days it was said that the Pythia 
spoke in rhyme, in pentameter 
or hexameter. To put it in mod-
ern terms, the Pythia was clearly 
as high as a kite. But let’s look 

at the Pythia afresh, for I would 
argue that the Temple at Delphi 
was effectively the world’s first 
political risk-consulting firm.

Since the height of the Per-
sian Wars, political and business 
leaders have looked to outsiders 
blessed with seemingly magical 
knowledge to divine both the 
present and the future. While 
the tools of divination have ob-
viously changed, the pressing 
need for establishing the rules 
of the road for managing risk in 
geopolitics have not. The ques-
tion for political risk analysis re-
mains the same as it was during 

the heyday of the Pythia: with 
superior knowledge (spiritual or 
intellectual), can we reliably do 
this?

The Pythia’s prognosticating 
advantages, not least her out-
sider status, curiously track the 
qualities that political risk firms 
look for in their best analysts to-
day. In their isolation at Mount 
Parnassus, the Pythia were not 
in danger of elite capture, and 
the curse of analytical group-
think that so often follows, in 
terms of what they predicated. 
This is the curse that doomed so 
many modern-day analysts to be 

so very wrong about the Brexit 
vote because they didn’t bother 
to look outside the hermetically 
sealed elite shell of London; or 
the startling advent of Donald 
Trump (they never left the East 
Coast corridor). Physical, intel-
lectual and emotional distance 
have great analytical value.

Yet despite being isolated, 
the Pythia had limited but reg-
ular contact with the elites of  
the day who made the arduous 
trek to visit them. Over time, 
the priestesses at the Temple 
of Apollo came to understand 
what it was their clients wished 

to know, and how to provide 
exactly what they lacked; inde-
pendent, outside, authoritative 
advice. It should be noted that 
the Pythia were chosen from 
a group of highly educated 
women, well-acquainted with 
the world. It is this strange and 
unique mix of special knowl-
edge, education, distance from 
(and yet connection to) the cen-
tres of corruption and power, 
that describes the ideal CV for 
political risk analysts today.

The Pythia offered practi-
cal counsel that could shape 
future actions, just as political 
risk analysts do today – though 
we’d use modern jargon and call 
it ‘policy’ in the public sphere, 
and ‘corporate strategy’ in the 
business world. It is amazing 
how good a political risk record 
the priestesses actually had. Be-
tween 535 and 615 of the oracles 
have survived to the present day, 
and well over half of these are 
said to be historically correct. (I 
can name a goodly number of  
modern firms that would kill for 
that record.)

There has always been a 
market to answer basic political 
risk questions: can the Persians 
be stopped, and if  so how? Will 
the UK vote for Brexit? Will 
Trump become president? Then 
as now, those with a reputation 
for getting basic political risk 
questions right were venerated, 
just as those who failed were 
over time discredited. Crucially, 
on the biggest political risk ques-

tion Delphi was ever presented 
with – Xerxes’ invasion – the 
Pythia came through with flying 
colours. In her peculiar poetic 
and riddling fashion she suggest-
ed a ploy to get the Athenians 
off the hook. She recounted that 
when Athena, Greek goddess of  
wisdom and the patron of her 
namesake city, implored her fa-
ther Zeus to save Athens, he told 
her that he would grant them ‘a 
wall of wood that alone should 
be uncaptured, a boon to you 
and your children’.

Naturally, the Pythia’s mys-
terious oracular pronounce-
ments required interpretation by 
the city leaders of Athens. One 
of them, Themistocles, argued 
that a wall of wood specifically 
referred to the Athenian navy, 
and persuaded the city’s leaders 
to adopt a maritime-first strategy 
against the Persians. This policy 
– concocted by the Pythia – led 
directly to the decisive naval 
Battle of Salamis, the turning 
point that brought to an end the 
Persian risk to Athens’s very sur-
vival. To put it mildly, the Pythia 
had proven to be well worth her 
political-risk fee – both the direct 
monetary payment customar-
ily made to her by pilgrims, and 
the larger donations to the gods, 
which secured petitioners an ad-
vanced place in the line.

(John C Hulsman is the president 
and co-founder of  the global 

political risk-consulting firm John C 
Hulsman Enterprises.)
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Detail from a bell krater depicting the Delphic oracle atop her tripod. Courtesy the British Musuem/Wikipedia
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Your romantic 
side is powerfully charged today, Aries. The 
more you tune into this side of your nature, 
the happier you’ll be. One thing to watch out 

for, however, is that you keep at least one foot on the 
ground at all times. Make sure you have a stable plat-
form of honesty and practicality from which to work. 
Without it, you’ll be hard-pressed to take down walls 
and put in windows.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Attend to your 
duties today, Taurus. There’s a pronounced 
sense of the passage of time and feeling that 
the days are slipping quickly by. Make sure 

you fit love and romance somewhere into the equa-
tion. You may experience a bit of resistance in this de-
partment at first, but that indicates that this is an area 
you need to explore and ultimately feel more comfort-
able with.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Two different sides 
could be tugging at you, Gemini. It may be that 
neither one is really making a strong case for 
pulling you one way or the other. Realize that 

adjustments may have to be made in order for you to fit 
in the scheme of things and fulfill your responsibilities. 
A close loved one may be distracting you in subtle ways. 
Try not to get too sidetracked if you can help it.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Tension may 
be a bit high in just about everyone and 
everything you encounter today, Cancer. 
Some will feel a strong need for stability 

and discipline. Others may be calling for fun and 
carefree frivolity. You could be caught in the mid-
dle. The worst thing is that no side, including your 
own, is going to want to compromise. Try not to take 
things too seriously.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Remember that 
you were put here to have fun, Leo, and that 
happiness is your true destiny. Keep that in 
mind today, as forces may tend to pull you 

away from the fun you’ve been having. There is like-
ly to be a sobering tone to the day that’s stubbornly 
working to rain on your parade. Recognize the need 
for structure and stability, but don’t let it bring you 
down.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You, of all people, 
will appreciate the need for structure and sta-
bility on a day like this, Virgo. This practical 
energy could be taking some of the fun out 

of the equation. You may not recognize it at first, but if 
you aren’t careful, the fun in your life could be chipped 
away little by little. Make sure you hold tight to the 
things that give your life passion and purpose.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Tension is apt 
to build to a high level if you aren’t careful 
about how you use words, Libra. The tricky 
thing is that forces are going to try to push 

you and pull you in different ways. You may encourage 
a focus on the collective, while others worry only about 
themselves. Still another force calls for outdated rem-
edies and traditional structures that no longer work for 
you. Blaze your own trail!

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Take a look 
at what’s going on around you today, Scor-
pio. Do some internal processing before 
you reach a conclusion about the best way 

to proceed. You may find that powerful forces are try-
ing to win you over to one camp or another. Don’t pi-
geonhole yourself into one way of doing things. Keep 
in mind that the best route is often a combination of 
several different paths.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Watch out 
for a little jolt in the action as someone close 
to you puts on the brakes in your relationship, 
Sagittarius. Conflicts could arise based on a 

need for more structure and stability. The imbalance 
between having fun and taking care of practical matters 
is working to slowly destroy the good thing that you have 
going. Nip this problem in the bud as soon as possible.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Just when 
you thought you had everything planned out 
and working smoothly, Capricorn, love comes 
in and clogs up the works. Suddenly your at-

tention is diverted and your concentration flies out the 
window as that dazzling creature catches your eye. This 
could be a good or a bad thing, depending on how you 
view the situation. Both aspects of your life are impor-
tant. The key is finding a healthy balance between them.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Your heart is 
going pitty-pat, Aquarius, and you’re tempt-
ed to escape to a romantic fantasyland in 
which you play the starring role. The bad 

news is that something could be trying to hold you 
back. It could be that responsibility is coming on the 
scene and reminding you that work needs to be done 
here in the real world before you can go off to your little 
fairytale world.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You may feel a bit 
of strain today as you try to figure out the best 
way to get to where you need to be, Pisces. On 
the one hand, the happy approach calls for 

you to let loose, be courageous, and strike out with con-
viction toward the things that mean the most to you. On 
the other, a sense of duty holds you back. Take the best 
of both worlds. Come up with your own plan of attack.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Claire Pierson | The Conversation

Taponeel Mukherjee | IANS

John C Hulsman | Aeon
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Newly sworn-in Karnataka Chief Minister H D Kumaraswamy with Congress President Rahul Gandhi, Bahujan Samaj Party leader Mayawati, 
Congress leader Sonia Gandhi, Samajwadi Party leader Akhilesh Yadav, RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav,  Communist Party of India (Marxist) 
General Secretary Sitaram Yechury and others during the swearing-in ceremony, in Bengaluru, on Wednesday.

PTI

Police personnel charge at protestors who were demanding the closure of Vedanta’s Sterlite Copper unit, 
in Tuticorin, on Wednesday.

PTI

Kumaraswamy takes oath as non-
BJP opposition puts up unity show

One more killed in TN, death toll is 12 CBI registers FIR in SSC 
paper leak, raids 12 locations

PETA India urges Railways to go ahead 
with ‘Vegetarian Day’ plan on October 2Modi, Dutch PM to hold 

bilateral summit today

Bengaluru, May 23 (IANS): 
JD-S leader H.D. Kumaras-
wamy was on Wednes-
day sworn in as the Chief 
Minister of Karnataka 
here in a ceremony that 
brought together leaders 
of anti-BJP parties on a 
single platform exactly a 
year ahead of the 2019 Lok 
Sabha elections.

The swearing in cer-
emony in the forecourt 
of the imposing Vidhan 
Saudha took place amidst 
rare scenes of bonhomie 
between leaders includ-
ing UPA Chairperson 
Sonia Gandhi, Congress 
President Rahul Gandhi, 
NCP chief Sharad Pawar, 
BSP supremo Mayawati, 
Chief Ministers Mamata 
Banerjee of West Bengal, 
Pinarayi Vijayan of Kerala, 
N. Chandrababu Naidu of 
Andhra Pradesh, Sama-
jwadi Party chief Akhilesh 
Yadav, CPI-M General Sec-
retary Sitaram Yechury 
and CPI MP D. Raja, RLD’s 
Ajit Singh and RJD leader 
Tejaswi Yadav and former 
union minister Sharad 
Yadav.

As thousands of work-
ers of the JD-S and Con-
gress cheered the leaders, 
Governor Vajubhai Vala 
administered the oath of 
office and secrecy to Ku-

Thoothukudi ( Tamil 
Nadu), May 23 (IANS): 
One more person was 
killed in fresh police firing 
here on Wednesday as the 
killing of 11 people pro-
testing against the Sterlite 
Copper Smelting plant a 
day earlier sparked calls 
for the Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister’s resignation.

Worried over the per-
sistent mass anger, the 
authorities suspended In-
ternet in the districts of 
Thoothukudi or Tuticorin, 
Tirunelveli and Kanya-
kumari as a precaution 
to stop the spread of ru-
mours and graphic pic-
tures and videos of the vio-

lence and clashes between 
the protesters and police.

But the town con-
tinued to smoulder for a 
second day as thousands 
demonstrated outside the 
main hospital opposing 
the autopsy on those killed 
on Tuesday when police 
opened fire alleging that 
mobs had gone on the 
rampage and were about to 
vandalize the Collectorate. 

The fresh death on 
Wednesday only added to 
anger of the demonstra-
tors and the opposition 
parties. The police fired 
at crowds in Anna Nagar, 
killing a young man. The 
demonstrators insisted 

that the police action was 
unprovoked. The police 
accused the crowds of 
stoning the police.

As Chief Minister K. 
Palaniswami held a se-
ries of meetings with top 
government officials and 
the police chief on how to 
contain the situation, the 
government set up a probe 
committee headed by 
former Madras High Court 
judge Aruna Jagadeesan to 
probe the mayhem.

Meanwhile, the Madras 
High Court stayed the con-
struction of Vedanta Ltd’s 
Copper Smelter Plant 2 at 
Tuticorin, some 650 km 
from Chennai. The Ma-

New Delhi, May 23 (PTI): Ani-
mal rights body PETA India 
today urged the Railways to not 
only go ahead with its plan of 
observing Mahatma Gandhi’s 
birth anniversary as a ‘Vegetar-
ian Day’, but go a step further 
and offer only vegan food on 
October 2.

However, the Railway Min-
istry has kept its proposal of 
observing Mahatma Gandhi’s 
birth anniversary as a ‘Vegetar-
ian Day’, in “abeyance”.

PETA India, in its letter to 
the Railway Minister, said that 
choosing not to serve eggs, 
dairy products, or meat on 
trains on October 2, will truly 
be honouring and celebrating 
Gandhi’s unwavering dedica-
tion to ‘ahimsa’.

The Railway Ministry had 
instructed its zonal units to 
keep its recent proposal of ob-
serving Mahatma Gandhi’s 
birth anniversary as a ‘Vegetar-
ian Day’ in “abeyance” yester-
day.

In a recent letter to the gen-
eral managers of all zonal rail-
ways, the Railway Board had 
proposed that October 2 in 
2018, 2019 and 2020 be marked 
as “Vegetarian Day” with no 
non-vegetarian food served 
in trains, stations and other 

premises of the Railways. 
“I am writing on behalf of 

PETA India and our more than 
one million members and sup-
porters to request that Indian 
Railways go ahead with its plan 
to honour the 150th anniver-
sary of Gandhi Jayanti by not 
serving meat on trains on 2 
October and that it go a step 
further by offering only vegan 
food (which is vegetarian food 
sans eggs and dairy products) 
that day,” the animal rights 
group said in its letter.

Another animal protection 
body Humane Society Interna-
tional India (HSI) has also asked 
the Railway Ministry to not only 
serve vegetarian food in trains 
but also exclude any animal 
derivative, and promote plant-
based food at least once a week.

“Mahatma Gandhiji was 
committed to leading a life of 
compassion and ahimsa, which 
is why he wrote about leaving 
eggs and dairy products off 
our plates as a way to protect 
animals from violence. Were 
he alive today, he would most 
certainly be vegan,” the letter 
written by Manilal Valliyate, 
Chief Executive Officer PETA 
India, said.

In the letter, PETA India said 
that as the leader of the Indian 

independence movement and 
a pioneer of non-violence, Gan-
dhi taught that being peace-
ful includes being kind to all 
animals.

PETA India said Gandhi 
read about the way cows were 
treated on dairy farms and was 
disgusted by the violence they 
experienced.

Referring to Gandhi’s au-
tobiography, ‘The Story of My 
Experiments With Truth’, PETA 
India said India’s Father of the 
Nation wrote, “It is my firm con-
viction that man need take no 
milk at all, beyond the mother’s 
milk that he takes as a baby.

The animal rights group 
said that a day of vegan eating 
can only do the bodies good, 
as consuming animal milk and 
eggs “wreaks havoc” on human 
health, while plant-based foods 
are free of all the cholesterol 
and much of the saturated fat 
associated with poor health 
outcomes such as heart disease, 
strokes, diabetes, and cancer.

“Cardiovascular disease is 
India’s leading cause of death, 
with strokes in third place. The 
country also has more people 
with type 2 diabetes than any 
other nation, and our cancer 
rate is spiralling out of control,” 
it said.

New Delhi, May 23 (IANS): Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi will hold 
a bilateral summit with his Dutch 
counterpart Mark Rutte here on 
Thursday during which all issues 
of interest between the India and 
the Netherlands will be discussed.

The meeting will be held soon 
after Rutte’s arrival here on Thurs-
day morning on a two-day visit 
to India.

The Dutch leader’s visit comes 
within a year of Modi’s visit to The 
Netherlands last June. 

This will also be Rutte’s second 
visit to India since June 2015, but 
the first after being re-elected as 
Prime Minister in 2017.

Rutte will be accompanied by 
a high-level delegation compris-
ing the Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister for Agriculture, 
Nature and Food Quality Carola 
Schouten, Minister for Foreign 
Trade and Development Coop-
eration Sigrid Kaag, Minister for 
Infrastructure and Water Manage-
ment Cora van Nieuwenhuizen, 
and Minister for Medical Care 
Bruno Bruins. 

According to an External Af-
fairs Ministry statement, over 230 
business delegates representing 
130 companies have registered to 

join the trade mission accompa-
nying Rutte to India. 

“The companies joining the 
trade mission represent the agri-
food, horticulture, logistics, edu-
cation, smart cities, water, health 
and life sciences, IT, and maritime 
sectors,” the statement said, add-
ing that the India-Dutch CEOs 
forum will be held in New Delhi.

Apart from the summit meet-
ing with Modi, Rutte will partici-
pate in a business meeting, a CEOs 
round table and couple of other 
environment-related events. 

From New Delhi, Rutte will 
visit Bengaluru, where he will 
visit the ISRO campus on Friday 
among other activities.

India and The Netherlands 
have a bilateral trade of $7.621 
billion (April 2017-Feb 2018). The 
Netherlands is the fifth largest in-
vestor in India with a cumulative 
investment of $23 billion for the 
period 2000 to Dec 2017.

The Netherlands is also home 
to a 235,000-strong Indian Di-
aspora, the largest in mainland 
Europe.

Rutte’s visit is expected to 
boost the economic and political 
cooperation between India and 
The Netherlands.

FOREIGN AFFAIRS

NEWS IN BRIEF
Four killed, 30 injured in 
nightlong Pakistan shelling
Jammu, May 23 (IANS): Four civilians have been killed 
and 30 injured in overnight shelling by the Pakistan 
Rangers on the international border in Jammu, Samba 
and Kathua districts, authorities said on Wednesday. 
Over 40,000 border villagers have migrated from their 
homes close to the international border in R.S.Pura, 
Arnia, Ramgarh and Hiranagar sectors as a war-like 
situation threatens civilian lives, cattle and property. 
The Pakistan Rangers continued heavy shelling and 
firing for the third consecutive day on Wednesday, 
targetting Border Security Force and civilian facilities.

33 passengers of Puri-Howrah 
Shatabdi Express fall ill after 
breakfast
Kolkata, May 23 (IANS): At least 33 passengers in the 
Kolkata-bound 12278 Puri-Howrah Shatabdi Express 
were taken ill allegedly after consuming the breakfast 
served on board on Wednesday morning, a senior 
railway official said. Fourteen of them had to be briefly 
hospitalised following complaints of uneasiness and 
vomiting. The affected passengers were treated at 
Kharagpur station that kept the train there for almost an 
hour. A section of the affected passengers claimed to have 
fallen ill after consuming the food served by the Indian 
Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) in 
the train. The railway official, however, claimed that it 
is not certain whether the passengers consumed food 
served by the IRCTC or outside vendors. “The food 
samples of the IRCTC have been sent for testing. We 
can confirm whether it had anything bad in it after the 
report comes out. However, it is unlikely because nearly 
500 passengers in the train were served the same food 
while a small proportion of them complained of food 
poisoning,” Sanjoy Ghosh, Chief Public Relations Officer 
of the South Eastern Railway added.

SIT formed to probe extortion 
calls to UP BJP legislators
Lucknow, May 23 (IANS): The Uttar Pradesh Police 
on Wednesday constituted a three member Special 
Investigation Team (SIT) to probe alleged threat 
calls and extortion demands received by 14 ruling 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) legislators. Additional 
Director General of Police Anand Kumar said the team 
has been assigned the task of cracking this sensitive 
case. He also expressed hope that the team would 
be able to soon decipher who are the people behind 
such WhatsApp messages and calls to the legislators. 
Between Monday and Tuesday this week as many as 
14 BJP legislators have been sent WhatsApp messages 
seeking money to the tune of Rs 10 lakh from each 
or else their family members would be eliminated.  
Officials privy to the investigation said similar 
language had been used by the threat makers in all the 
14 cases. An official said most numbers from which 
the threats were made were “virtual numbers” and 
the virtual private networks have also been apparently 
used where the proxy servers ensure that the IP 
addresses are masked. Head of SIT Amitabh Yash told 
IANS that the team was looking at all possibilities.

Man breaks Ramadan fast to 
save thalassemic child
Patna, May 23 (IANS): A Muslim in Bihar chose 
humanity over religious customs, broke his Ramadan 
fast to donate blood to an eight-year-old Hindu 
thalassemic boy and saved his life. Jawed Alam on 
Tuesday donated blood to Rajesh Kumar in Gopalganj 
district, a district health official said. The boy was 
rushed to the emergency of Sadar hospital by his 
father. The patient complained of uneasiness and 
weakness, and required immediate blood transfusion. 
There was no blood matching Rajesh’s blood group 
available in the blood bank. They said it would 
take at least two-to-three days to arrange it.  The 
boy’s condition deteriorated quickly. His father had 
travelled some 200 km from the Kuchaikote area and 
was fast losing hope as he waited in the corridors of 
the blood bank. It was then that a hospital sweeper 
and cleaner, informed Anwar Hussain, a member of 
District Blood Donor Team (DBDT) about the child. 
“They agreed only after I took their advise, broke 
my fast and consumed fruit juice and some solids,” 
the young Muslim man in his 30s said. He said: “My 
religion teaches me to help a fellow human first, 
so I broke my fast and donated blood to save little 
Rajesh. Islam preaches that humanity is bigger than 
everything.”  Thalassemia is a blood disorder and a 
thalassemic patient needs blood transfusion after 
every three-to-four weeks.

Varanasi: Sons hide woman’s 
body to keep pension flowing
Varanasi, May 23 (IANS): In a shocking incident, five 
children of a woman were keeping her dead body in 
their house here for the past five months, so that the 
pension coming in her name did not stop despite her 
passing away, police said on Wednesday. The bizarre 
incident came to light in the Awas Vikas Colony of 
Durgakund in the temple town after locals reported 
of stench emanating from the house for the past few 
days. As police searched the house, they found the 
decomposed body of a woman, later identified as 
Amrawati Devi, who had died five months back. The 
body had been preserved in some chemical solution 
by her sons and their wives, with the lure of pension 
high on their mind. The body of the 70-year-old was 
later sent for autopsy. On further inquiry, the police 
discovered that the woman was getting a family pension 
of Rs 40,000 per month after her late husband, Daya 
Prasad, who retired from the post of Superintendent in 
the Customs Department, passed away.

Delhi government orders 575 
schools to refund excess fees
New Delhi, May 23 (IANS): The Delhi government on 
Wednesday directed 575 private schools in the city 
to refund to parents the excess fees charged by them 
with nine per cent interest. The order, issued by the 
Directorate of Education, was based on a committee 
constituted by the Delhi High Court for examining 
the records and accounts of “Unaided Recognised 
Private Schools” in respect of implementation of 
the recommendations of the Sixth Central Pay 
Commission. A total of 1,169 Unaided Recognised 
Private Schools were examined from June 2016 to 
January 2018.

maraswamy and Deputy 
Chief Minister G. Para-
meshwara, who repre-
sents the Congress in the 
coalition. Both took the 
oath in Kannada.

In a House of 222, the 
Congress with 78 mem-
bers stitched a post poll 
coalition with JD-S (37) 
to keep the BJP out. The 
coalition also has the sup-
port of a BSP MLA, an 
independent MLA and 
a legislator from a local 

party. Kumaraswamy first 
became Chief Minister 
with BJP’s support in 2006. 
He has become the 25th 
Chief Minister of the state.

None from the Bharati-
ya Janata Party attended 
the swearing in ceremony. 
Former Chief Minister B.S. 
Yeddyurappa said they 
were boycotting the event 
as BJP was observing a 
“black day” across the 
state.

Last week, immediate-

ly after the election results 
were out, Yeddyurappa 
was sworn in as Chief Min-
ister but he quit in three 
days after failing to muster 
majority support in the 
Assembly. 

The JD-S-Congress 
coalition is expected to 
convene a short session 
of the Assembly to prove 
Kumaraswamy’s majority 
in the House.

Shortly before the 
4.30 p.m. schedule for the 

swearing in, former Prime 
Minister H.D. Deve Gowda 
was the first to reach the 
site after which leaders 
and Chief Ministers from 
various parties trooped in. 

Sonia and Rahul Gan-
dhi came together and 
both were seen talking 
animatedly with Maya-
wati. Mayawati and Sonia 
Gandhi held each other’s 
arms as Rahul watched 
them. Then it was the turn 
of Mamata Banerjee to ap-

proach Mayawati. Finally 
the leaders posed for a 
photograph holding each 
other’s hands.

Naidu, who quit the 
NDA a few months ago, 
was seen talking to Mama-
ta Banerjee and both con-
gratulated Kumaraswamy 
and shook hands with 
him.

While Odisha Chief 
Minister Naveen Patnaik 
did not attend the cer-
emony, Telangana Chief 
Minister K. Chandrasekar 
Rao came to Bengaluru 
on Tuesday and met both 
Deve Gowda and Kumar-
aswamy. DMK leader M.K. 
Stalin skipped the event as 
he rushed to Thoothukudi 
where 11 persons died in 
police firing in the anti-
Sterlite protest.

Ahead of the event, 
Mamata Banerjee and 
Chandrababu Naidu said 
that their participation 
in the ceremony was to 
strengthen the coming 
together of regional parties 
and they would not allow 
any obstacles to come in 
the way of these efforts.

“In future we will 
work together to protect 
and promote national 
interests. We are here to 
strengthen all the regional 
parties,” Naidu said.

durai bench of the High 
Court gave this direction on 
a PIL against the expansion 
of the company’s plant.

The court ruled that 
the application for en-
vironmental clearance 
must be taken up only 
after mandatory public 
hearing and ordered that 
a decision on this must be 
taken by September 23.

The Vedanta Ltd, which 
has decided to double its 
copper smelting capacity 
to 800,000 tpa, on Wednes-
day denied any role in the 
police action. The plant is 
popularly known as Ster-
lite Copper smelter plant.

Condemning the po-
lice action, DMK leader 
M.K. Stalin said all opposi-
tion parties in Tamil Nadu 
will hold protests on Fri-
day. Both Stalin and PMK 
founder S. Ramadoss asked 
the Chief Minister to resign.

Actor-turned-politician 
Kamal Haasan visited Tu-
ticorin on Wednesday and 
demanded to know who 
ordered the police firing. 

Rajinikanth, the other 
superhero entering politics 
in Tamil Nadu, also con-
demned the police firing. 

Nearly 100 people were 
injured in the violence 
on Tuesday, including 36 
policemen. 

New Delhi, May 23 (IANS): 
Three months after the 
alleged paper leak of an 
examination conducted 
by the Staff Selection Com-
mission (SSC), the CBI 
has registered an FIR and 
conducted raids at mul-
tiple locations across the 
country, an official said on 
Wednesday.

T h e  a g e n c y  o n 
Wednesday raided 12 loca-
tions, including the Offices 
of Sify Technologies Ltd, 
entrusted to carry out the 
Combined Graduate Level 
(Tier II) exam, in Noida. 

A Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) offi-
cial said that “the decision 
was taken after the in-
vestigators found enough 
material in the matter”. 
The agency in March had 
registered a preliminary 
enquiry to probe the paper 
leak based on the refer-
ences received from the 
Central government into 
the matter.

The SSC, which con-
ducts examination for 
subordinate services, had 
recommended a CBI in-
quiry into the alleged pa-
per leaks in the Combined 
Graduate-Level (Tier-II) 

exam held from February 
17 to 22. The alleged paper 
leak had triggered wide-
spread protests, following 
which a CBI probe was 
ordered. The SSC decided 
not to declare the results 
till the agency completed 
its probe.

A large number of can-
didates had earlier staged 
protests outside the SSC of-
fice at CGO complex in the 
national capital for several 
days seeking CBI probe. 

The SSC conducts ex-
aminations for recruit-
ment to lower categories 
of posts in the central gov-
ernment.

Nearly 30.26 lakh can-
didates had registered for 
the Combined Graduate 
Level examination, be-
ing conducted to fill up 
about 8,000 vacancies in 
35 different ministries and 
departments.

While about 15.43 lakh 
candidates appeared for 
the Tier-I exam in August 
2017, about 1.89 lakh can-
didates were shortlisted 
for the Tier-II exam. Of 
these, 1.41 lakh candidates 
appeared for the exam, 
conducted at 206 venues 
in 68 cities.
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News IN BrIef
Berri elected Lebanese speaker for 
6th time
Beirut, May 23 (IANS): Lebanon Parliament Speaker 
Nabih Berri was on Wednesday re-elected to the post, 
which he is holding for the sixth time, during the first 
session of the new assembly. Berri, 80, heads the Shia party 
Amal and was the only one in the running for Speaker, a 
position which he has held since 1992. “I sincerely thank, 
for the sixth time, the members of parliament for their 
confidence in renewing my responsibilities as Parliament 
Speaker”, said Berri, who received 98 votes out of a 128, 
reported Efe news agency. “Our new parliament meets, 
following elections, to be the best gift for our people on the 
18th anniversary of liberation,” Berri added, in reference 
to the Israeli withdrawal from south Lebanon on May 25, 
2000, after 22 years of military occupation.

Rains batter Sri Lanka, 10 killed
Colombo, May 23 (IANS): The death toll in Sri Lanka’s 
monsoon rains has climbed to 10 while 27,621 people have 
been evacuated, officials said on Wednesday. The number of  
evacuees rose from 6,090 to 27,621 on Tuesday, according 
to the latest figures released by the country’s Disaster 
Management Centre. Refuge has been sought in 194 shelters 
set up by the government. There are 84,943 people affected 
by the monsoon in the island country since last week, Efe 
news reported. The rains were expected to continue for at 
least another 24 hours. The southern and western parts of  
the country were worst-affected, where 29 houses had been 
destroyed and 2,527 were partially damaged.

Ex-S.Korean President denies 
charges in corruption trial
Seoul, May 23 (IANS): Former President Lee Myung-bak 
insisted on his innocence at the first hearing in his corruption 
trial on Wednesday, claiming that he has been wrongly 
accused for political reasons. The 77-year-old former leader 
showed up at the Seoul Central District Court, marking his 
first public appearance in two months after his arrest over 
a string of charges including bribery and embezzlement, 
Yonhap news agency reported. “I feel deeply sad ... the 
indictment is far-fetched,” he said. “It is painful to fight 
against people whom I worked while leading this country.” 

MH370 search to end next week — 
Malaysian minister
Kuala Lumpur, May 23 (PTI/AFP): The search for 
flight MH370 will end next week, Malaysia’s transport 
minister said today, more than four years after the plane 
disappeared and triggered one of the world’s greatest 
aviation mysteries. The Malaysia Airlines jet vanished in 
March 2014 with 239 people -- mostly from China -- on 
board, en route from Kuala Lumpur to Beijing. No sign 
of the plane was found in a 120,000 square kilometre sea 
search zone and the Australian-led hunt, the largest in 
aviation history, was suspended in January last year. After 
pressure from family members, the former Malaysian 
government struck a deal with US exploration firm Ocean 
Infinity to restart the search on the condition it would only 
be paid if the jet or its black boxes were found.

NKorea allows S Korean journalists 
to cover nuke test closing
Seoul, May 23 (PTI/AP): Seoul says North Korea has 
allowed South Korean journalists to join the small group 
of foreign media being allowed to cover the dismantling 
of its nuclear test site. North Korea had earlier refused to 
allow South Korean journalists into the country to witness 
the event, raising worries about the prospect for recently 
improving ties. Their exclusion followed Pyongyang 
cutting off high-level contact with Seoul to protest joint US-
South Korean military exercises. The dismantling of the 
North’s Punggye-ri nuclear test site is expected to happen 
between Wednesday and Friday depending on weather.

Venezuela expels two US diplomats 
after new sanctions
Caracas, May 23 (IANS): Venezuelan President Nicolas 
Maduro ordered the expulsion of two top US diplomats, 
saying they must “leave the country in 48 hours”, a day after 
US President Donald Trump prohibited certain additional 
transactions with Venezuela. Maduro on Tuesday declared 
the US charge d’affaires Todd Robinson and deputy head of  
mission Brian Naranjo as “personae non gratae”, Xinhua 
news agency reported on Wednesday. “They must leave the 
country in 48 hours, in protest and in defence of the dignity 
of Venezuelan. Enough conspiracies,” Maduro said. He 
also instructed Foreign Minister Jorge Arreaza to ensure 
the two diplomats will leave as ordered.

Key Taliban commander among 6 
militants killed
Kunduz (Afghanistan), May 23 (IANS): Six Taliban 
militants including a key commander were killed after the 
Afghan security forces’ aircraft struck the terror group’s 
hideout in Kunduz province on Wednesday, officials 
said. Notorious commander Mullah Karim Mukhlis 
was among the six militants killed during the raid on 
the hideout in Kunjak area, an Afghan government 
official said. The official said that the elimination of the 
commander would demoralize Taliban insurgents in the 
province to lose more grounds.

Page from Karl Marx manuscript 
sells for $524,000
Beijing, May 23 (IANS): A page from a manuscript 
belonging to Karl Marx has sold for 3.34 million 
yuan ($524,000) at an auction here. Provided by local 
businessman Feng Lun, the page was sold on Monday at 
a price more than 10 times higher than the starting price, 
official news portal China.org reported on Wednesday. 
The document was part of the more than 1,250 pages 
of notes the German thinker and philosopher wrote in 
London between September 1850 and August 1853 as 
a draft for “Capital: Critique of Political Economy”, Efe 
news cited the report as saying.

AP/PTI

Abdul Aziz Sheikh, father of Sabika Sheikh, the Pakistani exchange student killed in a mass shooting at 
a high school in Texas, comforts Sabika’s friends outside his home prior to her funeral prayer in Karachi, 
Pakistan, Wednesday, May 23, 2018. Her body has arrived in the port city of Karachi, where her family 
lived and where she will be buried. 

Washington, May 23 (PTI): Chi-
na is a “strategic competitor” to 
the United States, while Russia 
poses a challenge to America’s 
strategic interests globally, Sec-
retary of State Mike Pompeo 
said today.

Appearing before a Congres-
sional panel, Pompeo told law-
makers that President Donald 
Trump is committed to diplo-
macy as the primary means of 
achieving the US’ foreign policy 
objectives.

Pressing the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee to approve 
USD 39.3 billion annual budget 
of the State Department, Pom-
peo said that the US must exert 
a proportional financial com-
mitment in the pursuit of goals 
shared by the international com-
munity. 

“It is time for other nations 
especially those with high gross 
domestic product (GDP) to as-

sume greater responsibilities 
and devote greater resources 
toward common objectives, 
whether it’s crushing terrorists, 
stopping Iran’s malign behav-
iour, strengthening the NATO 
alliance, eradicating infectious 
diseases, and so much more,” 
he said.

The Trump Administration 
expects greater burden sharing 
for its allies and partners, the 
former CIA chief said.

Russia, he also told the law-
makers, “poses a challenge to 
our strategic interests” and the 
security of US allies.

“This is evident from the 
chemical weapons attack in 
the UK, for which we imposed 
consequences in concert with 
several partners and allies. We’ve 
been clear with Russia, it must 
honour its commitments under 
the Minsk Accords if peace is to 
prevail in Ukraine,” he said. 

As a guarantor of the Assad 
regime, Russia has a responsi-
bility to be a constructive actor 
for stability and peace in Syria, 
which includes stopping the re-
gime’s use of chemical weapons, 
he said. “We are holding Russia 
accountable to its commitment 
to the Geneva process.” 

Describing China as a “rising 
strategic competitor”, Pompeo 
said “We must work construc-
tively with a nation of China’s 
importance, as we are doing on 
North Korea, but we cannot sac-
rifice the interests of the Ameri-
can people and our economic 
competitiveness, relinquish 
freedom navigation and the law 
of the sea in the South China 
Sea and elsewhere, or passively 
watch as American intellectual 
property is stolen.

China claims almost all of 
the South China Sea but Viet-
nam, the Philippines, Malaysia, 

Brunei and Taiwan have counter 
claims over the waterway. The 
US periodically deploys its naval 
ships and fighter planes to assert 
freedom of navigation.

The US is making clear to 
China that the protection of 
human rights is integral to any 
country that wishes to be re-
garded as a great nation, he said. 

“Elsewhere in Asia, we are 
reaffirming and expanding part-
nerships in the Indo-Pacific 
region with nations that share 
our commitment to security, 
economic freedom, sovereignty, 
and liberty,” he said.

Observing that the progress 
against ISIS has been predomi-
nantly accomplished through 
military action, he said that but 
there is a very important role 
for diplomacy and assistance in 
ensuring the permanent defeat 
of ISIS.

“We must continue robust 

stabilisation activities with our 
coalition partners in order to 
prevent ISIS from resurfacing. 
We are also countering ISIS’ at-
tempts to gain safe havens in 
areas such as Afghanistan, the 
Philippines, and Africa,” he said.

In addition to providing tar-
geted security sector assistance 
funding, the US is working with 
its allies and partners to stop 
foreign fighter travel, cut off 
sources of revenue, attack ISIS 
online, share intelligence, and 
prosecute those who come off 
the battlefield. 

“The State Department will 
continue to lead international 
efforts to denuclearise North 
Korea, and to prevent Iran and 
other actors from unlawfully 
acquiring weapons of mass 
destruction and their means of 
delivery, while strengthening the 
capacity of partner nations to do 
so as well,” Pompeo said.

New York, May 23 (PTI/
AFP): Prolific novelist 
Philip Roth, a dominant 
force in American litera-
ture throughout the latter 
half of the 20th century, 
has died, US media said. 
He was 85.

The New Yorker mag-
azine first reported the 
death of Roth, who won 
the 1998 Pulitzer Prize for 
fiction for his acclaimed 
novel “American Pastoral.” 
The New York Times, citing 
a close friend, confirmed 
the death of the writer, 
who lived in New York and 
Connecticut.

A prolific essayist 
and critic, Roth was best 

known for mining the Jew-
ish-American experience 
in his work.

His titanic stature on 
the post-World War II 
literary scene came from 
the universality of his 
message -- in his own 
words: “I don’t write Jew-
ish, I write American.” He 
long managed to sustain 
his literary output both in 
terms of quality as well as 
quantity, as exemplified 
by his widely admired 
political trilogy that in-
cluded “American Pasto-
ral” as well as “I Married 
a Communist” (1998) 
and “The Human Stain” 
(2000).

The decorated author 
won most top literary hon-
ors but the coveted Nobel 
Literature Prize eluded 
him.

The Swedish Academy 
announced earlier this 
month there will be no 
Nobel Literature Prize this 
year in the wake of a crisis 
stemming from the anti-
sexual harassment #Me-
Too campaign. 

Philip Milton Roth was 
born on March 19, 1933 
in Newark, New Jersey, 
the grandson of European 
Jews who were part of the 
19th-century wave of im-
migration to the United 
States.

Islamabad, May 23 (PTI): A Pakistani 
university has asked male and female 
students to maintain a distance of six 
inches when together, causing an up-
roar in social media against the varsity’s 
notification. 

The Islamabad-based Bahria Uni-
versity last week issued the notification 
to students at all three of its campuses in 
Karachi, Lahore and Islamabad, Dawn 
newspaper reported.

A copy of the notification outlining 
dress code received major backlash 
after it went viral on social media, it said.

“All the heads of departments and 
security are to ensure that male and 
female students sit/stand at least six 
inches away from each other,” the no-
tification said. 

It also “strictly forbids” ‘touching’ of 
male and female students and warned 
of disciplinary action against the viola-
tors. 

The Federation of All Pakistan Uni-
versities Academic Staff Association 
(FAPUASA) has demanded the Bahria 
University withdraw the notification, 
the report said.

FAPUASA President Dr Kaleemullah 
Barech said that the notification was ri-
diculous and created confusion among 
students.

“This notification, and all such no-
tification in other universities, should 
be withdrawn immediately,” he de-
manded..

Meanwhile, Bahria University 
spokesperson Mehwish Kamran de-
fended the notification, which she 
claimed was issued to maintain disci-
pline among students.

“There is nothing wrong with it,” 
she said, and described the directive to 
maintain a 6-inch distance as a generic 
term and said a 6-inch distance is con-
sidered personal space.

Last year, the International Islamic 
University Islamabad came under 
fire for issuing a dress code that pro-
hibit women from wearing deep necks, 
sleeveless, skinny jeans, tights, capri 
pants, makeup, heavy jewellery and 
high heels.

Tahir Malik, a lecturer at the Na-
tional University of Modern Languages 
said such notifications were worthless, 
and universities should instead focus on 
character building. 

“Maintaining a 6-inch distance is 
beyond my understanding; how will the 
university measure a 6-inch distance, 
he asked, adding that the academic 
environment needed to be improved on 
university campuses.

Jakarta, May 23 (IANS): Asean 
Parliamentarians for Human 
Rights (APHR) on Wednesday 
urged Thai authorities to release 
15 activists, who were arrested in 
Bangkok for participating in pro-
democracy protests.

The activists were arrested 
on Tuesday and were accused 
of sedition and other charges, 
including violating a ban on po-
litical gathering of more than four 
persons, disobeying official orders 
to disperse and obstructing traffic, 
Efe news agency reported.

“The arrest of peaceful ac-
tivists under draconian legisla-
tion, for simply expressing their 
opinions, exemplifies the en-
trenchment of intolerance under 
this regime,” APHR Chairperson 
Charles Santiago, a member of 
the Malaysian Parliament, said in 
a statement.

At least 15 protesters were 
earlier held during a peaceful rally 
demanding a return to democracy 
and better living conditions on the 
fourth anniversary of a military 
coup led by current Prime Minis-

ter Prayut Chan-ocha.
Tuesday’s demonstration, one 

of the largest since the military 
seized power, had led to heavy 
police deployment and occurred a 
day after eight opposition leaders, 
among them three former minis-
ters, were also accused of sedition 
and other charges.

Santiago said that the arrests 
were “a worrying signal of a junta 
that is unwilling to relinquish 
power any time soon”, and urged 
the military to ensure that funda-
mental freedoms were respected.

Kuala Lumpur, May 23 (IANS): 
Malaysian Prime Minister Ma-
hathir Mohamad on Wednesday 
announced a 10 per cent pay 
cut for ministers in his Cabinet 
in a bid to control spending as 
the new government deals with 
high-level debt exceeding more 
than $251.5 billion.

Mahathir made the an-
nouncement at the first Cabinet 
meeting attended by more than 
a dozen of the newly sworn-in 
ministers, Xinhua news agency 
reported. 

“Malaysia’s debt is around 
65 per cent of the country’s 
GDP. We are concerned about 
the country’s financial problem, 
Mahathir told reporters after the 
meeting.

The Prime Minister said he 
will not force other senior civil 
servants to follow suit, but they 
can do so if they want to contrib-
ute towards reducing the cost of 
running this country.

Since taking power after the 
election victory, Mahathir has 
been focusing on implement-
ing the commitments promised 
during the campaign, including 

abolishing the 6 per cent goods 
and services taxe, which the 
rating firm Moody’s said could 
narrow the country’s tax base 
and strain fiscal strength.

Aside from the pay cut, 
he has been advocating other 
measures, including forming 
a small Cabinet, downsizing 
the government and recover-
ing some assets related to the 
1Malaysia Development Berhad 
(1MDB) state fund overseas.

He said, the Land Public 
Transport Commission will be 
disbanded, with its previous 
functions placed under the 
Transport Ministry, while sev-
eral other “non-essential” insti-
tutions will be dissolved. 

Besides, he touched on the 
review process of some mega 
projects, saying the govern-
ment is studying which will 
be scraped and which will be 
continued. 

In addition, he said the gov-
ernment is reviewing the con-
tract for the search of the miss-
ing MH370 flight. “If we find that 
it is not necessary, we will not 
renew (the contract),” he said. 

Naypyidaw, May 23 (IANS): 
Members of a Rohingya mili-
tant group allegedly massa-
cred as many as 99 people, 
including women and chil-
dren, in villages in Myanmar’s 
Rakhine state in 2017, accord-
ing to a new Amnesty Interna-
tional report.

In mid-2017, the Arakan 
Rohingya Salvation Army 
(ARSA) committed “serious 
human rights abuses... In-

cluding unlawful killings and 
abductions”, CNN reported 
on Tuesday citing the report. 
At the same time, the ARSA 
engaged in “scores of clashes 
with security forces”.

The Myanmar government 
has blamed the ARSA for at-
tacking border guards and 
sparking a violent crackdown 
which has seen hundreds of 
thousands of Rohingya Mus-
lims flee Myanmar into neigh-

bouring Bangladesh.
On August 25, 2017, ARSA 

militants attacked a Hindu vil-
lage in Maungdaw and round-
ed up some 69 men, women, 
and children, the majority of 
whom were killed, “execution-
style”, according to survivors 
who spoke to Amnesty.

The same day, 46 members 
of a Hindu community in a 
nearby village disappeared. 

“In this brutal and sense-

less act, members of ARSA 
captured scores of Hindu 
women, men, and children 
and terrorised them before 
slaughtering them outside 
their own villages. The perpe-
trators of this heinous crime 
must be held to account,” 
CNN quoted Tirana Hassan, 
Crisis Response Director at 
Amnesty International, as 
saying.

The ARSA was able to re-

cruit some villagers to help 
carry out the attack, but the 
“overwhelming majority of 
Rohingya did not”, Amnesty 
said in its report, which it 
based on interviews with sur-
vivors and photographic evi-
dence of the scene analysed 
by forensic anthropological 
expert. 

The Myanmar government 
has declined to comment on 
the Amnesty report. 

Karachi, May 23 (PTI): The 
funeral of Sabika Sheikh, 
a Pakistani student killed 
in last week’s mass school 
shooting incident in Texas 
was held here today, with 
her grieving father hoping 
that her death would be 
a catalyst for change to 
America’s gun laws.

Sabika, 17, was among 
10 students and staff who 
were killed on Friday at the 
Santa Fe High School in 
Texas. The gunman, iden-
tified as 17-year-old Dimi-
trios Pagourtzis, is being 
held on murder charges 
and could face the death 
penalty.

She was laid to rest at 
the Azimpura graveyard 
in Shah Faisal Colony after 
funeral prayers were of-
fered at Karachi’s Hakeem 
Saeed Ground.

Senior Pakistani poli-
ticians including Sindh 
Chief Minister Murad 
Shah, Sindh Governer 
Muhammad Zubair and 
Sindh Home Minister 

Sohail Anwar Siyal were 
among hundreds at the 
funeral.

The body of the teen-
ager arrived at cargo com-
plex of Karachi airport this 
morning from Houston, 
Texas. The body was re-
ceived by family members 
and officials of US Consu-
late at the airport.

Sabika was studying 
in Texas on a US State 
Department scholarship 
under the Kennedy-Lugar 
Youth Exchange and Study 
programme, to improve 
understanding between 
America and Muslim 
countries.

She had been attend-
ing classes at the school 
since August last, and said 
that getting accepted into 
the US programme to 
study was the best thing 
that ever happened to her.

Sabika, the eldest of 
three sisters, was to return 
home in Pakistan in three 
weeks, by Eid ul-Fitr. Her 
host family said their time 

with her was “such a pre-
cious gift.” 

“My daughter is a 
martyr and martyrs don’t 
die,” Sabika’s father Abdul 
Aziz Sheikh said after the 
prayers.

He said he wanted his 
daughter’s death to be 
a catalyst for change to 
America’s gun laws.

“I would like to say to 
the Trump administration, 
kindly stop this type of in-
cident,” Sheikh said.

Sheikh called on Presi-
dent Donald Trump to re-
form gun laws in the name 
of his daughter.

“You can make rules 
and law and you can 
amend your Constitution 
and change the law of 
guns, kindly take serious 
action on this.” Sheikh 
said. 

The Texas attack is the 
deadliest school shooting 
since a student opened 
fire in February at a school 
in Parkland, Florida, killing 
17 people.

China a strategic competitor, russia poses 
challenge to Us strategic interest — Pompeo

American literary giant Philip 
Roth dead at 85 — US media

Keep distance of 6 inches when together 
—Pak varsity to male and female students

Asean lawmakers seek release of 15 Thai activistsMalaysian PM cuts Cabinet salary

Rohingya militants massacred nearly 100 people — Report

Pak teenager killed at Texas 
school laid to rest in Karachi
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Donald Glover impressed with Emilia Clarke
Actor Donald Glover is impressed with his “Solo: A Star Wars Story” co-star Emilia 
Clarke and says she is super talented. “Emilia’s incredible. I just did a bunch of stunts 
with her. She gives like a million per cent on everything and she has such control too,” 
Glover said in a statement to IANS. “It was really cool to see the control that she had 
on set as far as like the movements and getting your attention in certain parts. I was 
very impressed. She’s super talented,” he added.  Glover will be seen playing the role 
of Lando in the film. “Solo: A Star Wars Story” tells the story of how Han Solo met his 
future copilot Chewbacca before the events in the original 1977 “Star Wars”. The film 
is the second anthology film after 2016’s “Rogue One”. The project is directed by Ron 
Howard. It also stars Alden Ehrenreich, Woody Harrelson, Thandie Newton, Phoebe 
Waller-Bridge and Paul Bettany. The film will release in India on May 25. (IANS)

Richard Gere to 
return to TV after 
nearly 30 years

Music shouldn’t sound like it 
did when I was 14 — Dave Grohl

Celine Dion returns to stage 
after undergoing surgery

I’m not a feminist, I believe 
in equality, says Kareena

Liam Neeson might star in ‘Men in Black’ spin-off

Foo Fighters’ leader Dave Grohl talks the future 
of punk and says music today should sound 

different to previous generations

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

Deadpool 2 (Eng) 2D: 11 am, 2 pm, 5 pm and 8 pm

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

H
ollywood actor Richard Gere 
is making a return to TV 
after nearly 30 years with the 
“MotherFatherSon” drama 
show.

He will play a US media mogul in 
the new BBC drama, alongside “Peaky 
Blinders” star Helen McCrory and Billy 
Howle, reports bbc.com.

Gere said he was “so pleased” to make 
his small screen comeback in the series, 
written by Tom Rob Smith.

“MotherFatherSon” tells the story 
of businessman Max (Gere), his heiress 
ex-wife Kathryn (McCrory) and their son 
Caden (Howle).

“The family empire is threatened when 
Caden, who runs Max’s British newspaper, 
spirals out of control - with consequences 
for “the future of the family, its empire, and 
a country on the brink of change”, said a 
spokesman.

The series will consist of eight hour-
long episodes made by BBC Studios 
Drama London.

Gere said: “I’m so pleased to be work-
ing now with the BBC on this extraordinary 
eight hour project with such talented 
people and which resonates so much to 
the time we live in.”

Tom Rob Smith, who wrote “The As-
sassination of Gianni Versace: American 
Crime Story”, said: “Telling this story was 
always going to depend upon gathering an 
extraordinary cast.”

He described Gere’s roles as “iconic and 
complex”, while saying McCrory showed 
“heartbreaking emotional tenderness and 
immense power”, with Howle “one of the 
most exciting young actors” he had ever 
seen.

McCrory said the script was “com-
pletely original and full of surprises”, while 
Howle said he was “humbled to be given 
the opportunity to portray such a complex 
role”.

Filming is starting here and in Spain 
this summer, but no date has been set yet 
for when “MotherFatherSon” will air.

IANS

D
ave Grohl says that 
music has to evolve 
and shouldn’t sound 
the same as it did 
when he was 14 

years old.
The Foo Fighters vocalist and 

guitarist was asked by 
GQ magazine what he 
thought the future of 

punk will be, to which 
he replies: “It depends how you 
define punk rock. 

 “You know who Lil Pump is? 
No, that was Lil Peep. Lil Pump is 
from the same genre, that slow-
cooked emo hip hop thing. He 
has a song called Gucci Gang. It’s 
hilarious. The video has tigers and 
bags of weed and blue Lam-
borghinis in it. 

 “Yet for my eldest daughter, Lil 
Pump is punk rock. In 2018, music 
doesn’t – and shouldn’t – sound 
like it did when I was 14. 

 “I guess for me punk rock is 
about a state of independence 
and if that’s Lil Pump then so be it. 
It’s about being free to do what-
ever the hell you want to do.”

In the same interview, Grohl 
gives his take on the state of 
American politics and, in particu-
lar, US President Donald Trump.

He says: “I’ve probably trav-
elled internationally more than 
our current president and the one 
thing I understand that he doesn’t 
is that the world isn’t as big as you 
think it is. 

 “It is all in your neighbour-
hood. India, Asia, Iceland aren’t 
other solar systems. I am ashamed 
of our president. I feel apologetic 
for it when I travel.” 

Foo Fighters are gearing for 
further live shows this summer, 
which will kick off in Gothenburg 
on June 5.

Loudersound

T
wo months after Celine Dion 
canceled a series of shows 
to undergo a “minimally 
invasive surgical procedure,” 
the superstar returned to 

the stage at The Colosseum at Caesars 
Palace on Tuesday night.

The Grammy award winner began 
the night by addressing the full concert 
hall where she received a standing ova-
tion, reports people.com.

“You know it’s been a while since 
we’ve done a show I had a little health 
issue - don’t we all,” Dion said. 

“But I have to tell you, I’m extremely 
happy to be back. The stage is kind of 
my home away from home and I have 
to admit I can barely stand on my feet 
tonight as I am a little bit nervous. It 
doesn’t matter how long you’ve done 
a show,” Dion admitted. “Every time 
you do a show you get nervous and I do 
have butterflies tonight,” she added.

She continued, “You wonder will 

the people still come, are they gonna 
say what if she cancels tonight, will they 
stay home, I don’t take anything for 
granted. You can see so many shows in 
Vegas and I’m so very grateful.”

“Not everyone has the privilege to 
do what they love in life so thank you for 
the privilege.”

Dion began the set by singing “I 
Surrender” and later treated the audi-
ence to a performance of her new song 
“Ashes,” which is featured on the new 
“Deadpool 2” movie soundtrack.

In late March, the star, 50, an-
nounced on her Facebook page that 
she’s been dealing with a condition 
in her middle ear known as Patulous 
Estachian tube.

The disorder, which she revealed 
she’s been experiencing for the past “12-
18” months, “causes hearing irregulari-
ties” and “makes it extremely difficult to 
sing,” read the social media post.

IANS

A
ctress Kareena 
Kapoor Khan, 
who will soon 
be seen in 
“Veere Di 

Wedding”, says she is not 
a feminist and believes 
in equality.

Kareena, along with 
co-actors Sonam Ka-
poor, Swara Bhasker and 
Shikha Talsania, director 
Shashanka Ghosh and 
producers Rhea Kapoor 
and Ekta Kapoor, were at 
the “Veere Di Wedding” 
music launch here on 
Tuesday.

Asked about the idea 
of feminism, Kareena 
said: “I believe in equal-
ity. I wouldn’t say I am 
a feminist, I would say I 
am a woman and above 
all, I am a human be-
ing. I am also as proud 
to be known as Saif Ali 
Khan’s wife, as I am to be 
Kareena Kapoor. So that 
is just the way I am.”

“Veere Di Wedding” 
is a female buddy film 
about four girls living 
in an urban setting and 
their struggles in life.

Kareena has always 
been vocal about her 
personal life, but in this 
film, she playing a char-
acter which is commit-
ment phobic.

Asked about her role 

selection criteria, she 
said: “I think what made 
me take up this part 
is that for me, as a 
commercial main-
stream actor who 
is always used 
to work with 
mainstream ac-
tors, be it Shah 
Rukh Khan or 
Salman Khan... 
For me, it was 
very different to 
be part of a film 
with four girls. 

“I think the 
story is something 
I got completely 
obsessed by and I 
thought it was really 
cool. And I think who 
better than this entire 
team to put this film 
together.I think this was 
the reason I wanted to 
do ‘Veere Di Wedding’. 
As far as my character 
Kalindi is concerned, I 
think she is really cool 
and there is a reason 
why she is commitment 
phobic, which will be 
seen in the film.”

Kareena is known 
for working with A-list 
actors in Bollywood, but 
this time she is paired 
with Sumeet Vyas.

On this, she quipped: 
“I think I have chosen A-
Lister heroine this time.”

Shar-
ing her fun-
niest memories from 
the film’s set, the actress 
said: “I think it would be 
throwing Sumeet Vyas 
off the moon in the film. 
That was quite funny be-
cause I have never done 
that in my career. I never 
had the opportunity to 
throw a hero off from a 
moon. So thank you eve-
ryone, for giving me this 
chance, I am sure it will 
go down in history.”

The film will release 
on June 1, 2018.

IANS

A
ctor Liam 
Neeson is in 
negotiations to 
join actor Chris 
Hemsworth 

and Tessa Thompson in 
“Men in Black” spin-off.

Filmmaker F. Gary 
Gray is directing the 
project, written by “Iron 
Man” screenwriters Matt 
Holloway and Art Mar-
cum. Sony studio has the 
film dated for a June 14, 
2019 release, reports hol-

lywoodreporter.com. 
Hemsworth and 

Thompson are not 
playing the same alien-
fighting and world-saving 
characters portrayed by 
Will Smith and Tommy 
Lee Jones in the initial 
film trilogy. The new 
movie is set in the same 
on-screen world, how-
ever.

Plot details and the 
characters Hemsworth 
and Thompson will por-

tray are being kept secret, 
but on the Neeson front, 
it is known that he will 
play the head of the Men 
in Black organization in 
London, where the story 
begins. 

Walter F. Parkes and 
Laurie MacDonald, who 
produced the original 
movies, are back as 
producers, while Steven 
Spielberg is returning as 
executive producer.

IANS

Meghan Markle was once 
turned down by designers

N
ewly 
anointed 
Duchess 
of Sussex 
Meghan 

Markle was once turned 
down by popular design-
ers on a press trip to 
London because she 
wasn’t deemed famous 
enough to wear their 
creations.

Markle, 36, mar-
ried British royal Prince 
Harry on May 19 in a 
floor-length white silk 
gown designed by Clare 
Waight Keller, the artistic 
director of French fash-
ion house Givenchy. She 
was snubbed by many 
fashionistas who didn’t 
think she was famous 
enough to wear their 
clothing on a “Suits” 
press trip in London, 
reports people.com.

Stylist Juliet Angus, 
who starred in the reality 
show “Ladies of London”, 
posted a photograph of 
Markle in her Stella Mc-
Cartney evening dress 
on Instagram and com-
mented how things had 
changed for the former 
“Suits” actress.

“I remember five 
years ago trying to help 
my friend, who at the 
time was her stylist and 
no big designers wanted 
to loan to a Meghan 

Markle for her London 
press trip. Well done, you 
won’t have that problem 
anymore. Big mistake, 
huge,” Angus posted. 

“I was simply men-
tioning a personal expe-
rience of how hard it was 
to get British designers 
she wanted to wear on 
her London press trip 
to loan to her,” Angus 
added.

IANS
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AB de Villiers

Real Madrid’s Cristiano Ronaldo during training.

Lewis Hamilton 

Carlo Ancelotti 

Andres Iniesta 

‘Tired’ de Villiers retires 
from international cricket

Ancelotti replaces Sarri 
as Napoli coach – reports

Soccer: ‘I have biological 
age of 23,’says Ronaldo

Lewis Hamilton ‘excited’ by unforgiving Monaco street fight

Germany have set sights on defending World Cup title

Iniesta signs with 
Japan’s Vissel Kobe

Ordinance 
okayed for 
India’s first 
sports univ. in 
Manipur

Pretoria, May 23 (IANS):  
Former South Africa skip-
per AB de Villiers sprang a 
surprise on Wednesday by 
announcing his retirement 
from all forms of interna-
tional cricket with immedi-
ate effect.

“I have decided to re-
tire from all international 
cricket with immediate ef-
fect. After 114 Test matches, 
228 ODIs and 78 T20 Inter-
nationals, it is time for oth-
ers to take over,” de Villiers 
said in a video posted on 
Twitter. 

“I had my time and to 
be honest I am tired. This is 
a tough decision, I thought 
long and hard about it and 
I wanted to retire while still 
playing decent cricket. After 
fantastic series wins against 
India and Australia, now 
feels the right time to step 
aside. 

“It would not be right 
for me to pick and choose 
where and when and in 
what format I play for the 
Proteas. For me, in green 
and gold it must be eve-
rything or nothing. I will 
always be grateful to my 
teammates, my coaches 
and the staff of Cricket 
South Africa for their sup-
port all these years,” he fur-
ther said.

The 34-year-old bats-
man said ‘the time is right’ 
for him to hang up his boots, 
bringing a close to a sterling 
14-year career, which saw 
him finish with a staggering 
20,014 international runs 
(8765 in Tests, 9577 in ODIs 

and 1672 in T20Is). 
Thanking his fans for 

the support, de Villiers, who 
averaged over 50 in both 
Tests and ODIs, made it 
clear that he had no plans 
of moving out and playing 
overseas.

“It’s not about earning 
more somewhere else, it’s 

about running out of gas 
and feeling that it is the right 
time to move on. Everything 
comes to an end. To the 
cricket fans around South 
Africa and the World, thank 
you for your kindness and 
generosity, and today, for 
your understanding,” he 
said.

Madrid, May 23 (Reuters): 
Real Madrid forward Cris-
tiano Ronaldo has no plans 
to slow down and feels a 
decade younger than his 
33 years, the Portuguese 
declared ahead of the 
Champions League final 
with Liverpool, where he is 
targeting a fifth European 
Cup triumph.

Soccer Football - Cham-
pions League - Real Madrid 
Training - Real Madrid City, 
Madrid, Spain - May 22, 
2018 Real Madrid’s Cris-
tiano Ronaldo during train-
ing REUTERS/Sergio Perez

“Right now I have a 
biological age of 23,” the 
five-times world player of 
the year said in an inter-
view with Spanish television 
programme El Chiringuito 
broadcast on Wednesday.

“I’ve still got a long time 
left, I can keep playing until 
I’m 41. I’m feeling good, 
happy, I can’t complain. We 
are playing another final on 
Saturday and the fans are 
behind Cristiano.”

Ronaldo is top scorer 
in the Champions League 
for a remarkable sixth year 
in a row, with 15 goals in 12 
games in this season’s com-
petition. If he hits the net 

“I have no plans to play 
overseas, in fact, I hope I 
can continue to be available 
for the Titans in domestic 
cricket. I will continue to be 
the biggest supporter of Faf 
du Plessis and the Proteas,” 
he concluded.

Reacting to the an-
nouncement, Cricket South 
Africa (CSA) President Chris 
Nenzani congratulated de 
Villiers for his contribution 
and added that his pres-
ence in the team would be 
missed.

“AB is one of the all-
time greats of South Afri-
can cricket who has thrilled 
spectators around the world 
with his sheer brilliance, 
coupled to his ability to 
innovate and take modern 
day batting in all three for-
mats but particularly in the 
white ball ones to new lev-
els,” he said in a statement.

“What is probably more 
important is the inspiration 
he has been to his team 
mates whether playing at 
international or domestic 
level and the wonderful role 
model he has been to all our 
aspiring youngsters.

“It goes without saying 
that he is going to be greatly 
missed wherever interna-
tional cricket is played. We 
thank him for the contribu-
tion he has made to South 
African cricket and specifi-
cally to make the Standard 
Bank Proteas world leaders 
and we wish him and his 
family everything of the best 
in his future endeavours,” 
he added.

Tokyo, May 23 (IANS): 
Spanish international mid-
fielder Andres Iniesta has 
signed a deal with Japa-
nese football club Vissel 
Kobe, Japan’s state news 
agency NHK reported on 
Wednesday, confirming 
growing speculation about 
the player’s move to the 
J-League after ending his 
22-year-long career at FC 
Barcelona.

Iniesta, who was set 
to travel to Japan later on 
Wednesday, could be offi-
cially introduced on Thurs-
day at an event in Tokyo, al-
though Vissel Kobe refused 
to confirm the ceremony 
when contacted by EFE.

The two-time European 
champion and scorer of the 
only goal in Spain’s victori-
ous World Cup final victory 
against the Netherlands, 
played his last game for 
Barcelona on Sunday and 
received an emotional fare-
well from the club and fans.

He is set to start at his 
new club after playing for 
Spain in the upcoming 
World Cup in Russia.

Hiroshi Mikitani, the 
owner of Vissel Kobe, is the 
founder and CEO of tech 
giant Rakuten, which is the 
major sponsor of FC Bar-
celona.

Iniseta is following in 
the steps of former Spanish 
nationals Txiki Begiristain, 
Andoni Goikoetxea and 
Juilo Salinas, who played 
in the J-league in the 1990s.

New Delhi, May 23 
(IANS): The Union Cabi-
net chaired by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
on Wednesday approved 
an ordinance to set up 
the country’s first Na-
tional Sports University 
in Manipur.

The proposed uni-
versity will be spread 
over 325 acres in Imphal 
West district and cost Rs 
524 crore.

“The decision to set 
up the Sports University 
through an ordinance 
was taken as a bill on 
the matter is awaiting 
Parliament’s approval,” 
Union Law Minister Ravi 
Shankar Prasad told the 
media.

Prasad said Ma-
nipur’s youngsters had 
done well in sports, with 
boxer Mary Kom becom-
ing the biggest symbol 
of sporting talent in the 
state. 

It was the Prime Min-
ister’s wish to further 
promote sports in Ma-
nipur, he said.

Turin, May 23 (AFP): Car-
lo Ancelotti has reached 
agreement to take over as 
Napoli coach ending Mau-
rizio Sarri’s three-year reign 
at the Serie A club, accord-
ing to reports in Italy on 
Wednesday.

Italian Ancelotti -- who 
was sacked by Bayern 
Munich last September 
-- hammered out a deal 
Wednesday after a series of 
meetings with Napoli presi-
dent Aurelio De Laurentiis 
in Rome.

The pair talked late into 
Tuesday night and then had 
a three-hour meeting on 
Wednesday morning.

The 58-year-old Ance-
lotti is said to have agreed 
a two-year contract with an 
option for a third with the 
Serie A runners-up.

However, the official 
announcement may not 
be made until June 1 as 
details have to be sorted 
out concerning Sarri’s posi-
tion, Gazzetta Dello Sport 
reported.

It would mark Ance-
lotti’s first job in Italian foot-
ball since leaving AC Milan 
in 2009 after leading the 
club to a Scudetto and two 
Champions League titles.

The former Chelsea, 
Real Madrid and Bayern 
Munich boss is understood 
to have agreed a salary 
worth 6.5 million euro ($7.6 
million) a year with an op-
tion of a third year.

Ancelotti has won three 
Champions League titles as 
well as the league in Italy, 
France, Germany and Eng-
land.

Ancelotti’s son Davide 
and his son-in-law Mino 
Fulco will also be on the 
Napoli coaching staff.

Sarri, who has spent the 

past three seasons at the 
San Paolo Stadium, has two 
more years remaining on 
his contract which runs 
until 2020.

The 59-year-old former 
banker guided Napoli to 
second place in Serie A for 
the second time since tak-
ing over, and this season 
they achieved a club record 
91 points in a season.

But the club’s film pro-
ducer boss De Laurentiis 
lost patience with Sarri’s 
indecision over his future.

Napoli could sack Sarri 
for 500,000 euros ($585,00) 
before the end of this 
month, but if another club 
wants to sign him during 
that period they would have 
to pay his eight-million-
euro ($9.4 million) release 
clause.
- ‘Target not reached’ -

Zenit St Petersburg and 
Chelsea are both reported 
to be interested in signing 
former Empoli coach Sarri, 
and Napoli would prefer 
they pay the release clause, 
so do not want to sack him.

“In l i fe  ever ything 
comes to an end,” said Sarri 
after his final match last 
Sunday, a 2-1 win which 
relegated Crotone to Serie B.

“Sometimes it’s better 
to finish stories while they 

are good.
“We have not reached 

the target, but the journey 
has been fantastic.”

He added: “The situ-
ation is complicated. You 
can’t say you’re ready to 
go and try again with this 
squad when you don’t know 
whether everyone will re-
main here.

“I don’t know if the club 
will manage to keep the 
players who have release 
clauses when offers will 
come in from big clubs.

“What I do think is that I 
could not go directly to an-
other Italian team, and that 
if I had to make a change I 
would prefer to go abroad.”

Despite having never 
won a trophy at any level, 
Sarri has been linked with a 
move to Chelsea where An-
tonio Conte’s future remains 
unclear.

However, there are re-
ports Sarri is considering 
an offer from Zenit Saint 
Petersburg.

The Russian club have 
been without a coach since 
Roberto Mancini returned 
to take over the Italian na-
tional team.

Ancelotti had been 
linked with the Italy coach-
ing job before Mancini’s 
appointment.

against Liverpool on Satur-
day in Kiev, he will become 
the first ever player to score 
in four European Cup finals.

The Portuguese has had 
to take extra responsibility 
in attack this season for Ma-
drid as Karim Benzema and 
Gareth Bale have struggled 
for form at various stages of 
the season.

Ronaldo, however, did 
not appear enthusiastic 
about press speculation 
linking Paris St Germain for-
ward Neymar with a move 
to Real and gave his backing 

to his current team mates.
“I’ve been here for eight 

years and people always 
say 50 players are coming 
here but in the end no-one 
comes. In September peo-
ple think lots of players are 
going to come but the ones 
who take us to finals are 
always the same ones,” he 
said.

“The best players are 
already at Madrid. Bale, 
Benzema, (Lucas) Vazquez, 
(Marco) Asensio. They are 
all here.”

Berlin, May 23 (Reuters): 
There is only one thing on 
Germany’s mind going into 
the World Cup and that is to 
defend their title and be-
come the first team in more 
than half a century to do so.

The Germans have lost 
just once in 23 games since 
their Euro 2016 semi-final 
defeat, cruising through 
the qualifiers with 10 wins 
in 10 matches and conced-
ing just four goals in the 
process to advance to the 
World Cup.

Coach Joachim Loew 
also had the luxury of being 
able to field a second-string 
team at last year’s Confed-
erations Cup and still come 
away with the title, further 
adding to an already deep 
German bench.

The coach, in charge for 
his third World Cup, has a 
pool of at least three dozen 
players to chose from be-
fore his Group F campaign 
against Mexico, Sweden 
and South Korea.

A core of 2014 World 
Cup winners, including 
Thomas Mueller, Mats 
Hummels, Jerome Boateng, 
Sami Khedira, Toni Kroos 
and Mesut Oezil, will form 
the team’s experienced 

backbone.
But not everyone’s start-

ing spot is guaranteed, with 
world-class players such as 
Leroy Sane, Timo Werner, 
Julian Draxler, Ilkay Guen-
dogan, Mario Goetze and 
Marco Reus among those 
battling for their places.

There are still some 
question marks regarding 
the fitness of World Cup-
winning keeper Manuel 
Neuer, who missed the sea-
son due to a foot injury and 
only recently returned to 

training.
Loew’s other options at 

keeper are just as strong, 
with Marc-Andre ter Ste-
gen, Kevin Trapp and Bernd 
Leno waiting in the wings.

Jerome Boateng’s po-
tential absence after pick-
ing up an adductor muscle 
injury late in the season 
could pose problems as he 
had formed a strong part-
nership with Hummels in 
central defence.

Already ruled out are 
Lars Stindl, last year’s joint 

top scorer at the Confeder-
ations Cup, who damaged 
his ankle in a league game 
in late April, and the injured 
Serge Gnabry.

Loew should have no 
problem compensating 
for those absences with 
a wealth of talent waiting 
for their shot at what the 
Germany coach hopes will 
be their fifth world title 
to equal Brazil, who were 
also the last team to win 
back-to-back World Cups 
in 1958-62.

Monaco, May 23 (AFP): Lewis 
Hamilton is aiming to reel off 
his third successive win and 
to consolidate his grip on this 
year’s title race at this week-
end’s 65th running of the clas-
sic Monaco Grand Prix.

The defending four-time 
world champion, fresh from 
a lucky victory in Azerbaijan 
and a convincing triumph in 
Spain, arrives in the Medi-
terranean principality with 
a 17-points lead on nearest 
rival and fellow-four-time 
champion Sebastian Vettel of 
Ferrari. But in an unpredict-
able yo-yo season punctu-
ated by unexpected dramas, 
the 33-year-old Englishman 
knows he faces a challenge to 
stay on top on the unforgiving 
barrier-lined streets.

“We have worked very 
hard as a team to get into this 
position, but we know this is a 
major task. It is going to be a 
close fight and I am excited by 
the prospect of this race.”

Vettel won last year’s race 

for Ferrari, ending a four-year 
run of Mercedes domination 
at a track where qualifying is 
of paramount importance due 
to the difficulty in overtaking 
during the race.

The German is looking 
for his third Monaco win and 
the 50th of his career on Sun-
day when, many drivers have 
suggested, the use of a new 
‘hyper-soft’ tyre with pink 
sidewalls will deliver record 
laps.

That prospect and the 
likely return of grid girls as the 
Monaco organisers defy F1’s 
new American owners Liberty 
Media who ended the tradi-
tion this year has added to the 
keen sense of anticipation.

Pirelli boss Mario Isola 
said the ‘hyper’ is a step up in 
performance and is likely to 
be used both in qualifying and 
the race.

Spaniard Carlos Sainz of 
Renault, who tested the new 
tyre at Barcelona following 
the Spanish Grand Prix, said 

he expected it to make a major 
impact.

“It is quite impressive, that 
tyre, I must say,” said Sainz. 
“It gives easily a second per 
lap and that was at Barcelona. 
Around Monaco, this tyre could 
be something special.

- ‘Madness’ -
 “We could see some very quick 
laps. I would be prepared for lap 
records again – and in qualifying 
it will be absolute madness. It 
will be crazy.

“Last year, with the new cars, 
it was something incredible and 
this year with a two steps softer 
compound and a tyre that for me 
is the best tyre Pirelli has done 
in a lot of years, it’s going to be 
crazy.”

As Vettel bids to bounce 
back, after leading the cham-
pionship earlier in the season, 
he and Hamilton both fear as 
major challenge also from Red 
Bull who will be celebrating their 
250th race start on Sunday.

They won both their 100th 

and 150th races and Dutchman 
Max Verstappen believes they 
should be making a major im-
pact this weekend.

“The team has worked hard 
and I feel we should be really 
competitive this time,” he said.

Hamilton and Mercedes are 
expecting Red Bull to be a threat.

“It is going to be a serious 
challenge,” said Hamilton.

“The others are going to 
be hard to beat. If you look at 
Daniel Ricciardo, in Spain, he 
was much quicker in the last 
sector and the last sector is all 
down-force, so they’re going to 
be rapid in Monaco, and very 
hard to beat.

“Montreal as well, where it’s 
very, very hard to get tempera-
ture into the tyres, it’s going to 
be multiple laps of driving to get 
temperatures into those tyres 
there.

“So different things that are 
coming up are challenging, I 
don’t think it’s going to be as 
clear as it was at every single 
race.”



12 SPORTS
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Thursday, May 24, 2018

C
M

YK

Printed and published by Vimenuo Keditsu for Nagaland Free Press Society at Eastern Publication House, Circular Road, Dimapur. Executive Editor: K.Wapong Longkumer. TEL NOS.: 246001, 225507 (DIMAPUR), 2291977 (KOHIMA). FAX: (03862) 245558 (DIMAPUR) 
EMAIL: easternmirror@gmail.com | RNI No. NAGENG/2002/07906

FOR ADVERTISING ENQUIRIES: DIMAPUR OFFICE: 03862-225507 FAX: 03862-225525  EMAIL: easternadvt@gmail.com  | KOHIMA OFFICE: 0370-2291977 / CIRCULATION: TEL: +91 7085065125

Houston Rockets' James Harden, right, drives past Golden State Warriors' Jordan Bell, second from right, during the second half in Game 4 
of the NBA basketball Western Conference Finals in Oakland.

Liverpool are set to face Real Madrid for the UEFA Champion’s leaguefinal in Kiev.

Neymar

Unai Emery

NBA: Rockets edge Warriors to level series 2-2 Neymar's slim 
shoulders carry Brazil's 
burden of hopes

Argentina goalkeeper Romero to miss World Cup

IPL Playoffs: All-round KKR see off Royals to make qualifiers-2

Current Liverpool side better than 2005 champions – Benitez

Spaniard Emery chosen to 
lead Arsenal into new chapter

Oakland, May 23 (AFP): 
NBA regular-season wins 
leader Houston, powered 
by James Harden's 30 points 
and 27 from Chris Paul, 
edged defending champion 
Golden State 95-92 Tues-
day to level their semi-final 
playoff series at two wins 
each.

The Rockets snapped 
Golden State's record play-
off home win streak at 16 
games, the Warriors suffer-
ing their first loss since the 
2016 NBA Finals, and took 
their first playoff win over 
the Warriors in eight all-
time tries.

"We know how hard it 
is to come back from 3-1," 
Paul said. "When it's win-
ning time, you have got 
to suck it up. We knew we 
needed one here and we 
got it."

P.J. Tucker had 16 re-
bounds and Clint Capella 
grabbed 13 for the Rock-
ets, who host game five of 
the best-of-seven Western 
Conference final Thursday 
in Houston.

Paul hopes the title 
quest helps the Houston 
area take relief from a 
school shooting that saw a 
teen gunman kill 10 people, 
much the way the Houston 
Astros' World Series base-
ball crown did last year after 
hurricane flooding.

"Hopefully basketball 
can be a way for people to 
ease their minds, if only for 
a moment," Paul said.

The series winner will 
face either Cleveland or 

Boston in the NBA Finals 
starting May 31.

Stephen Curry led Gold-
en State with 28 points on 
10-of-26 shooting while 
Kevin Durant added 27 
points and 12 rebounds 
and Draymond Green had 
11 points, 14 rebounds and 
eight assists.

The defeat marks the 
first time the Warriors, seek-
ing a third crown in four 
seasons, have lost twice in a 
playoff series since Durant 
joined last season.

"Now we've got to fight. 
This is now a real playoff-
type experience," Curry 
said. "We're ready for it. The 
vibe in the locker room is re-
ally positive when it comes 
to what we need to correct 
to win game five."

Harden made 11-of-26 
shots from the floor and 
Paul hit 10-of-20 to lift the 
Rockets, who closed the 
game on a 25-10 run after 
falling behind 82-70.

"I wish we had done a 
better job of taking con-

trol," Durant said. "We had 
chances to win... We've just 
got to get better next game."

The Warriors lacked 
starter Andre Iguodala with 
a bruised left leg and saw 
Klay Thompson strain his 
left knee in the second quar-
ter while Houston's Paul 
said his nagging left foot 
injury was improved.

"It's as good as it's going 
to be right now," Paul said. 
"Mental toughness is just 
as important as physical 
toughness and we showed 

that."

- 'Just ran out of gas' -
Curry scored 17 points in 
the third quarter, three con-
secutive 3-pointers spark-
ing an 18-3 run to open the 
big lead.

"They went on a hell of 
a run in the third and I told 
the guys in the huddle 'Let's 
fight back,'" Paul said. "Hell 
of an effort. Fun game. Big 
time game."

Stopping Houston took 
a toll on the Warriors in a 

London, May 23 (Reuters): Span-
iard Unai Emery said he was excited 
to start a “new chapter” for Arsenal 
after becoming the Premier League 
club’s first new manager for 22 years 
on Wednesday.

The 46-year-old has been hired 
to fill the sizeable void left by the 
departure of Frenchman Arsene 
Wenger who had been at the Arse-
nal helm since 1996.

"I am thrilled to be joining one 
of the great clubs in the game," Em-
ery, who spent the past two seasons 
at Paris St Germain, taking them to a 
domestic treble this season, told the 
Arsenal website www.arsenal.com.

“Arsenal is known and loved 
throughout the world for its style 
of play, its commitment to young 
players, the fantastic stadium, the 
way the club is run.

“I’m very excited to be given the 
responsibility to start this important 
new chapter in Arsenal’s history.”

Arsenal chief executive Ivan 
Gazidis said Emery had emerged 
as the strongest candidate after a 
“wide-ranging and rigorous search” 
for Wenger’s replacement.

“Unai has an outstanding track 
record of success throughout his ca-
reer, has developed some of the best 
young talent in Europe and plays an 
exciting, progressive style of football 
that fits Arsenal perfectly,” he said.

“His hard-working, passionate 
approach and his sense of values on 
and off the pitch make him the ideal 
person to take us forward.”

Emery won the Ligue 1 title, the 
French Cup and the League Cup 
this past season in Paris. Before his 
time in France he spent three years 
at Sevilla, winning three consecu-
tive Europa League trophies. He 
has also had spells in Spain with 
Valencia and Almeria after begin-

ning his coaching career with Lorca 
Deportiva.

The only blot on his managerial 
copybook was a short spell at Spar-
tak Moscow where he was sacked 
in 2012.

Limited resources
He will have an immediate chance 
to impress again in the Europa 
League next season, although his 
priority will be to restore Arsenal’s 
place in the Premier League’s top 
four, after they finished fifth and 
sixth in Wenger’s last two seasons.

Arsenal finished 37 points be-
hind champions Manchester City 
this season and closing that gap will 
not be easy.

While Arsenal have some out-
standing players in the likes of 
Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang, Me-
sut Ozil and Alexandre Lacazette 
the squad will need strengthening.

Emery, however, will not have 
the financial resources he enjoyed 
at PSG who last year shattered the 
world transfer record to sign Ney-
mar from Barcelona for 222 million 
euros ($260.25 million).

Arsenal are reported to have a 
50 million pounds ($66.8 million) 
transfer budget this summer.

Majority owner Stan Kroenke, 
who holds the purse strings at the 
Emirates Stadium, said he was con-
fident Emery had the skills to revive 
Arsenal’s fortunes.

“He’s a proven winner. We’re 
confident he is the right person for 
the job and that he will work to de-
liver the triumphs our fans, staff and 
everyone who cares about Arsenal 
want,” he said.

 “He shares our vision to move 
forward, to build on the platform 
created by Arsene Wenger and help 
this club enjoy greater success.”

physical contest.
"Some of the work we 

had on defense affected us 
on the offensive end," Curry 
said. "When you give your-
self a lead like that it would 
help to sustain it."

Golden State, which 
opened the game on a 12-0 
run, managed only 12 points 
in the fourth quarter.

"We just ran out of gas," 
Warriors coach Steve Kerr 
said. "They outplayed us 
in the fourth quarter and 
that was the difference. This 
game was just trench war-
fare, everybody grinding it 
out."

- 'Gutting it out' -
R o c k e t s  c o a c h  M i k e 
D'Antoni said he had never 
seen his club defend so well.

"This is the highest level 
we've ever played defen-
sively," he said. "There was 
some good defense in there 
to get us back. And they got 
a little tired in the fourth 
quarter because they felt us 
for three quarters."

In the dying seconds, 
Thompson missed a jump-
er, Paul hit a final foul shot 
and Curry missed a desper-
ate 3-point try at the final 
buzzer.

"It was just gutting it out 
and willing it," D'Antoni 
said. "Got to find a way. This 
thing is not always going to 
be pretty but it's gwoing to 
be tough." Harden scored 15 
points in the second quarter 
as Houston, down 28-19 
after one quarter, surged 
ahead 53-46 at half-time.

Sao Paulo, May 23 (Re-
uters): When Neymar left 
Barcelona for Paris St-Ger-
main last August he knew 
the 2017/18 season would 
be stressful but even for 
a man who loves to make 
headlines this year has pro-
vided plenty of news, both 
good and bad.

His brilliance has been 
offset by unsavoury spats 
with team mates and ri-
vals and PSG’s canter to 
the league title was soured 
by the foot injury that kept 
him out of the season’s key 
games in their Champions 
League last-16 elimination 
by Real Madrid.

Exactly in what shape 
Neymar returns from that 
February injury will go a 
long way to determining 
Brazil’s fate in the World 
Cup, a tournament they 
have not won for 16 years.

Will he be well rested 
and raring to go? Or will he 
lack the sharpness needed 
at the very highest level?

Everyone in Brazil un-
derstands his importance 

to the team. The 26-year-old 
playmaker is not only their 
best player, he is also willing 
to take on the responsibility 
of team leader.

 “Neymar is irreplace-
able,” coach Tite said in 
March in an unusually 
forthright declaration. “Be-
cause of his level, because of 
his quality and because he is 
one of the top three (players 
in the world). That’s a fact.”

The greatest player 
of his generation coasted 
through his debut season 
in France, scoring 29 goals 
in 30 games, but he was also 
rarely tested in a league that 
is clearly inferior to his old 
stomping ground of La Liga 
in Spain.

He has vowed to work 
harder than ever to get back 
in shape and be ready for 
Russia and Brazilian fans 
will be praying his dedica-
tion pays off.

If Neymar plays well, 
Brazil are hard to beat. His 
influence will be vital if they 
are to live up to their status 
as joint-favourites.

Buenos Aires, May 23 (IANS): 
Sergio Romero, the goalkeeper 
of the Argentine team in the last 
two FIFA World Cups, has suf-
fered an injury on his right knee 
and will be left out of the 2018 
World Cup in Russia.

"Argentina's goalkeeper, 
Sergio Romero, will be removed 
from the list of 23 players who 

will participate in the 2018 
FIFA World Cup in Russia. The 
Manchester United player suf-
fered today a joint blockage in 
his right knee," the Argentine 
Football Association (AFA) an-
nounced on its website on Tues-
day, reports EFE news agency.

"Nahuel Guzman will be 
the goalkeeper who will replace 

Sergio Romero in the call," the 
AFA said on its official Twitter 
account.

The other two goalkeepers 
among the list of 23 players are 
River Plate FC's Franco Armani 
and Chelsea's Wilfredo Cabal-
lero. Romero suffered the knee 
injury during afternoon training 
on Tuesday.

London, May 23 (Reuters): Former Liver-
pool manager Rafa Benitez believes the 
current side’s devastating attacking trio 
marks them out as a superior unit to the 
one he guided to a famous 2005 Champi-
ons League triumph in Istanbul.

Forwards Mohamed Salah, Roberto 
Firmino and Sadio Mane have plundered 
29 goals between them in Europe’s elite 
club competition this season heading into 
Saturday’s final against Real Madrid in 
Kiev. “We achieved what we achieved, they 
talk about the ‘Miracle of Istanbul’ but this 
team is better,” Benitez, who led the team 
to a fifth European crown in Turkey when 
they rallied from 3-0 down at halftime to 
win on penalties, told British media.

That Liverpool squad was hardly short 
of quality with the likes of Steven Gerrard, 
Xabi Alonso and Dietmar Hamann pull-
ing the strings in midfield, but Benitez 

said Juergen Klopp’s side had more players 
capable of settling a contest on their own.

“We had Stevie, of course, also some 
players with experience and quality... we had 
players who worked very hard, we had a good 
balance,” Newcastle United boss Benitez, 
who also had a stint at Real Madrid, added.

“This team also has good balance, but 
the front three can make a difference on their 
own. We had one player who maybe could 
make a difference on his own, and here they 
have three.

“If we talk about the money spent, my 
budget was 20 million pounds ($26.82 mil-
lion). The value of this team is so much 
higher,” the Spaniard added.

Liverpool are looking to deny holders Real 
a 13th title and a third in a row in the com-
petition. Saturday’s clash at Kiev’s Olympic 
Stadium is a repeat of the 1981 final, when 
Liverpool prevailed 1-0 in Paris.

Kolkata, May 23 (IANS): Skipper Dinesh 
Karthik (52) led from the front as Andre 
Russell (49 not out), Piyush Chawla (2/24) 
and Kuldeep Yadav (1/18) starred with bat 
and ball to help Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR) 
see off Rajasthan Royals (RR) by 25 runs 
and reach Qualifier 2 of the Indian Premier 
League (IPL) here on Wednesday.

KKR will now meet Sunrisers Hyderabad 
(SRH) here on Friday to decide who faces 
Chennai Super Kings (CSK) in the final on 
Sunday.

Despite early hiccups, KKR posted 169/7 
in 20 overs riding Russell's big hitting late on 
after Karthik had set the tone for the two-
time champions at the Eden Gardens here. 

In reply, Royals could manage 
144/4 even after Sanju Samson's 
belligerent 38-ball 50, containing 
four fours and two sixes and cap-
tain Ajinkya Rahane (46; 41b 4x4 
1x6) kept their team in the hunt 
with a 62-run partnership off 54 
balls for the second wicket.

With 74 needed from 48 balls, 
chinaman Kuldeep got rid of Ra-
hane in the 15th over with Chawla 
then sending Samson back after 
he brought up his half century in 
37 balls.

With the required run rate 
climbing up and set batsmen out, 
Royals, who have a thin middle 
order, could never recover.

Rahul Tripathi (20; 13b; 1x4, 
2x6) helped Royals to a brisk start 
by tonking Russell (0/22) for a six 
in the first over and thereafter 
smacking the usually economical 
Sunil Narine (0/39) for two back-
to-back sixes in the fifth over.

Rahane looked in effervescent 
touch at the other end, pulling 
and cutting M. Prasidh Krishna 
flawlessly in the fourth over after 
surviving a review when he was 
given out lbw by the umpire off 
Chawla on 14, two overs earlier.

Royals were 47/0 inside five 
overs before Tripathi -- who also 
survived a review -- inexplicably 

chipped a googly back to Chawla 
for a soft dismissal. In came Sam-
son with the well-set Rahane bat-
ting and the duo looked on course 
to chase down 170 before they got 
out in quick succession and it was 
all downhill from there on.

Earlier, KKR rode on Karthik's 
well-paced fifty coupled with 
Russell's unbeaten 25-ball 49 blitz 
to recover from an early collapse.

Russell came in to bat when 
KKR were trying to stem the rot 
through Karthik and Shubman 
Gill (28; 17b; 3x4 1x6) before the 
latter fell with the team on 106/5 
in 14.2 overs.

The big-hitting West Indian 
smoked five sixes and three fours 
in the last five overs to take 55 
runs and help the purple brigade 
post a challenging score.

Krishnappa Gowtham (2/15), 
Jofra Archer (2/33) and Ben 
Laughlin (2/35) got two wickets 
each for the Rahane-led side with 
leg-spinner Ish Sodhi conceding 
just 15 runs off his four overs.

Royals' bowlers made early 
inroads to reduce KKR to 51/4 af-
ter eight overs when Karthik and 
Gill got together. The pair joined 
hands for a 55-run stand for the 
fifth wicket before Gill departed 
and Russell stepped on the gas.

Kolkata Knight Rider's captain Dinesh Karthik plays a shot 
during the 2nd Qualifer IPL T 20 eliminator cricket match 
between KKR and Rajasthan Royals, at Eden Garden in 
Kolkata, on Wednesday. (PTI)


