
Students protesting the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill at Kohima on Monday. 
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Yuimi Vashum (fourth from left) along with staff of  Modern College, Kohima on Monday. 
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Says the Northeast states should not be turned into a ‘dumping ground of illegal immigrants’ 
Naga students protest the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill 

A quest to break the silence on child sexual abuseSoon, a national 
registry of 
crimes against 
women 
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Sometimes you can't see 
yourself clearly until you 
see yourself through the 

eyes of others.

~ Ellen DeGeneres
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Like him or not, Ronaldo 
is still indispensable for 
Portugal  |  P12

Maduro wins second term 
amid vote rigging claims |  P9

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, May 21 (EMN): 
To support the North East 
Students’ Organisation’s 
(Neso) voice of dissent 
against the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill of 2016, 
the Naga Students’ Federa-
tion (NSF) also organised 
a sit-in protest in front of 
the Raj Bhavan at Kohima 
town on May 21, from 11 
am to 1 pm. 

The federation also sub-
mitted through Governor 
BP Acharya a representa-
tion to Rajendra Agarwal, a 
Member of Parliament and 
the chairman of the joint 
committee on Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill 2016.

The NSF's general sec-
retary, Imtiyapang gave a 
brief overview of the Cit-
izenship (Amendment) 
Bill. He explained why 
the indigenous peoples 
from the Northeast states 
were against it. He said 

that the proposed amend-
ment to the Citizenship 
Act of 1955—introduced in 
the Lok Sabha on July 19, 
2016—seeks to allow ‘illegal 
migrants belonging to the 
Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, Jain, 
Parsi or Christian religious 
communities coming from 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh 
and Pakistan’ eligible for 
Indian citizenship.

Terming it a ‘draconian 
Act,’ Imtiyapang main-
tained that India wants to 
burden the Northeast states 
with the bill 'which will 
give rise to more influx of 
illegal immigrants.' Saying 
that the Northeast states is 
not a 'dumping ground' for 
‘illegal immigrants,’ Imtiya-
pang asserted that the NSF 
will neither accept nor al-
low any law that ‘takes away 
the rights of the indigenous 
people in the Northeast 
states.’

“This bill is a threat to 

our very existence and na-
tional security,” said Imti-
yapang and cited the ex-
ample of Tripura where, he 
claimed, ‘illegal immigrants 
comprising of 60% of the 
population has taken over 
the indigenous people.’ 

Declaring that the Bill 
also seeks to reduce the 
aggregate period of resi-
dence required in India 
to be eligible for Indian 
citizenship from 11 years 
to six years, he said that the 
NSF will ‘fight for its rights 
till the last breath and until 
the Bill is recalled once and 
for all.’

The NSF highlighted in 
its representation ‘the cri-
sis’ arising out of unabated 
influx of ‘illegal migrants 
from Bangladesh’ which 
has brought about serious 
demographic changes in 
the Northeast region in 
particular, and other parts 
of the country in general. 

The organisation also 
reminded that the NSF had 
consistently represented to 
the government of India the 
continued and unabated 
influx of refugees and un-
documented migrants from 
neighbouring countries, 
which further threatened 
the existence of indigenous 
people in respect to their 
cultural, social, economic, 
and political identity. 

Despite repeated ap-
peals and representations 
from the Neso and its mem-
ber organisations, the rep-
resentation stated, the Bill 
was introduced in the Lok 
Sabha on July 19 2016, and 
further referred to a joint 
parliamentary committee 
on August 12 2016.

“Needles to say, the Bill 
seeks and intends to amend 
the Citizenship Act, 1955 by 
conferring Indian citizen-
ships to illegal migrants on 
religious preference espe-

cially to those illegal immi-
grants who have come from 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh 
and Pakistan.

“The Bill is a mockery 
to the spirit of secularism 
enshrined in the preamble 
of the Indian constitution 
and it further violates Arti-
cle 14 of the Constitution 
that guarantees citizen’s 
right to equality. The Bill 
also violates the provisions 
of the Assam Accord 1985 
which fixed 1971 as the 
cut-off year for any illegal 
immigrants to be granted 
citizenship of India; any-
one who came after that 
was an illegal immigrant 
irrespective of religion,” the 
representation read. 

It stated the Neso had, 
time and again, reiterated 
the need to update the Na-
tional Register of Citizens 
(NRC) of 1951, and to delete 
the names of ‘illegal for-
eigners’ from the national 

electoral census. Besides, 
the Neso had urged for ef-
fective implementation 
of the Assam Accord and 
other statutes which are 
meant to safeguard the 
interests of the indigenous 
peoples of the region.

To this end, it asserted, 
the NSF as the apex stu-
dent body representing 
‘the youth and the students’ 
community in particular, 
and the Nagas inhabiting 
the states of Nagaland, Ma-
nipur, Assam, Arunachal 
Pradesh and overseas shall 
stand outright to oppose 
and denounce the pro-
posed Bill until it is recalled 
once and for all.’

It has appealed to the 
members of the JPC to en-
sure that the proposed bill 
is recommended as ‘anti- 
national and detrimental 
to the very existence of 
the good citizens of the 
country.’ 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, May 21 (EMN):  If it isn’t the weather dis-
rupting power supply in Dimapur, it is the outdated 
machineries breaking down that causes power outages 
across localities. The same case it was on Monday, and 
the latter hours of Sunday.

It was around 11 pm on May 20 that there report-
edly occurred a so-called ‘cable blast’ at the Nagarjan 
sub-station that led to affecting power supply to the 
sub-station at Metha colony. The second substation 
feeds a large portion of Dimapur’s urban populace. 

During the afternoon of May 21, power supply was 
briefly restored after the damaged cable was ‘repaired’ 
at the Nagarjan sub-station. But within less than 30 
minutes, most localities were left without power again. 

In the evening, it was informed that a circuit 
breaker (CB) had stopped functioning at the Metha 
sub-station leaving countless colonies in darkness. 

A source from the sub-sation informed that one CB 
was actually being used for two panel boards which 
feed electricity to major colonies in urban Dimapur. 
“The circuit breaker that stopped working today was 
also used for another panel board which is why it could 
not take the load,” revealed the source. It was informed 
that there ought to be one CB for each panel board. 

A frustrated consumer who was also present at the 
power station complained that only after a major shut-
down do authorities rush to buy necessary equipments 
which may or may not be available in the market. “It 
would be better if the spares of these parts were already 
bought and present so that it can be fixed at the earli-
est,' the irate citizen stated.

The People’s Democratic Alliance government’s 
100-day target programmes include replacement of 
outdated machinery and equipment as a priority. New 
panel boards have arrived to be replaced as soon as 
possible, it was informed. 

Dimapur has seen a rise in temperature by a few 
degrees during the past three days. The breakdown 
in power supply would only mean that the residents 
will face the heat in ways more than one in the com-
ing days.   

New Delhi, May 21 (PTI): 
The National Crime Records 
Bureau (NCRB) is in the 
process of creating a nation-
al registry of crimes against 
women, its chief Ish Kumar 
said today, amid growing 
concern over incidents of 
sexual assaults.

The move comes against 
the backdrop of an around 
three-percent increase in 
crimes against women 
and a 12-percent rise in 
incidents of rape in 2016 as 
compared to 2015.

"The NCRB is in the 
process of creating a na-
tional registry of crimes 
against women. The records 
are being sourced from the 
Crime and Criminal Track-
ing Network and Systems 
(CCTNS), and an agency is 
being hired to prepare the 
database," Kumar said at a 
seminar organised by the 
Bureau of Police Research 
and Development (BPR&D) 
here.

The NCRB functions 
under the administrative 
control of the Ministry of 
Home Affairs.

In 2015, as many as 
34,651 cases of rape were 
registered. The number in-
creased to 38,947 in 2016. 
Overall crimes against 
women rose from 3,29,243 
in 2015 to 3,38,954 in 2016, 
according to the NCRB data. 

A majority of cases cat-
egorised as crimes against 
women were reported un-
der "cruelty by husband 
or his relatives" (32.6 per 
cent), followed by "assault 
on woman with intent to 
outrage her modesty" (25 
per cent), "kidnapping and 
abduction of women" (19 
per cent) and "rape" (11.5 
per cent). 

The highest number of 
rapes have been report-
ed from Madhya Pradesh 
(4,882), followed by Uttar 
Pradesh (4,816) and Ma-
harashtra (4,189) in 2016, 
according to the NCRB data.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, May 21 (EMN): A survey 
across 26 states in India conduct-
ed in 2017 by a humanitarian aid 
organisation revealed that one in 
every two children is a victim of 
sexual abuse. However, there con-
tinues to be perceptible silence on 
the subject. Besides, the extent of 
sexual violence against children 
remain vague. 

“Child sexual abuse is a silent 
epidemic, breeding at a rapid 
pace because you refuse to talk 
about it. It is not a pleasant topic 
but change begins with uncom-
fortable conversations. There are 
people out there, waiting for such 
conversations to happen,” says 
Yuimi Vashum, a 28-year old who 
suffered abuse as a child and has 
now turned to blogging and writ-
ing poetry to begin a movement to 
‘break the silence.’ 

Delivering a powerful talk on 
the subject at Modern College in 
Kohima on Monday, Vashum de-
scribed how her childhood shaped 
a desire to start conversation to 
create awareness and encourage 
others to speak out. For her, to 
talk about it was to help prevent 
hundreds of other children from 
going through what she did.

The discourse was conducted 
based on the theme ‘The decision 
to break the silence starts with 
you: From a victim to a fighter.’

“I looked back to the unpleas-
ant events in my life and decided 
to take this as an opportunity to 
start the uncomfortable conversa-
tion because there are children out 
there, waiting for conversations 
like this to happen. There are bro-
ken souls out there who need to be 
told that none of this is our fault 
and what happened to us in the 
shadows shall not keep us down 
for life,” she asserted.

Citing studies that reveal 93% 
of abusers prey on children who 
are close to them, she said that 
predators could be uncles, aunts, 
brothers, cousins, teachers and 
in some cases, even parents. She 
also spoke about the importance 
of involving both genders in these 
conversations as the rate of sexual 
abuse affecting boys was as high 
as girls.' The conversation can be 
had in spite of the fact that the 
former refuse to speak up due to 
the stigma and the misconception 
that sexual abuse does not happen 
to males. 

Vashum narrated how she 

was subjected to abuse by rela-
tives which started when she was 
just seven years old till she was 
in fourth standard. The physical 
pain and discomfort which she 
complained about had often gone 
unnoticed. Her grandmother and 
aunts whom she lived with could 
not comprehend that someone 
related to them could be a sexual 
predator and harm a young child 
like her then. 

Although she did not know 
what was happening to her then, 
it was only when she grew older 
that through different subjects 
of science, she learned about the 
physical body, then about rape, 
molestation etc.

“You have no idea how bad I 
felt for myself. Yet, I will tell you 
this: It was such a relief to finally 
have a name and a term for some-
thing that happened to me when 
I was a kid. Because at that time, I 
did not know what was happening 
to me. So by the time I was in sen-
ior year, I was already the most ag-
gressive kid in school, who made it 
her mission to fight with boys even 
for the slightest reasons,” Vashum 
explained. Her story did not end 
there: when she was in the 12th 
standard, one of her teachers tried 
to grope her. She reacted by slap-
ping the teacher and ran off. 

“My mistake was that I did not 
report the incident. I’m standing 
here at this juncture now, and 
I am thinking how many more 

students could this teacher have 
abused and how many I could 
have stopped if I reported him,” 
she said. 

Vashum came up with a poetry 
collection called ‘Love. Lust. And 
Loyalty’ where, in her words, “I 
forced myself to walk through the 
painful memories of acknowledg-
ing what happened to me, to move 
on. Because to deny is to let the 
abusers have power over me, and 
to never talk about it is to let them 
breed all the more.”

After her book was launched 
in 2017 at Valley of Words: Interna-
tional Literature and Arts Festival 
in Dehradun, she said to have 
addressed similar conversations 
and came to know that every third 
person she spoke to had been 
sexually abused during their child-
hood by people close to them but 
had hidden the incidents. Among 
those who opened up, she said, a 
few were grown men. 

“My journey to forgiveness of 
myself and my abusers, has not 
been easy. But I did forgive so 
that I could learn about healthy 
relationships about trust, about 
courage, and most importantly, 
about boundaries.”

“If there is someone out there 
who is going through what I went 
through then I urge you to start 
saying ‘no’. The two-letter word is 
the first big step to courage and 
to self love. If there is someone 
who is harming you, know that 

none of this is your fault. This is 
not who you are, this is not your 
identity, and you need to make it 
stop right now. Don’t hold yourself 
back, speak to people you trust. 
Do not quietly battle alone, it only 
slows us down and tear us all the 
more,” the 28 year-old said to an 
auditorium full of students, who 
sat listening in absolute silence.

“In silence, denial and shame, 
we only give courage to sexual 
predators. Remember that you are 
not the only victim that the preda-
tor is after and you will definitely 
not be the last,” Vashum said. She 
confessed that there had been 
moments in her life when she 
jumped at every slight touch, and 
froze when she saw her abusers 
or heard voices resembling theirs. 
“It is as though there is no such 
thing called courage. The journey 
is long and hard. I’m still fighting 
my fears. But we need to start from 
somewhere. We need to start now,” 
she asserted.

Vashum also highlighted the 
difficulty in having to start talk-
ing about sexual abuse in a small 
community where people tend 
to be judgmental. This again vic-
timises the victim even more and 
leaves the affected family vulner-
able. 

Expressing deep concern 
that many families continue to 
close their doors on the issue, she 
stressed on the need to talk about 
awareness and prevention of sex-

ual abuse. Vashum said forgiving 
herself and the perpetrators and 
taking a stand to spread awareness 
on the silent epidemic helps her 
in healing. 

“It is slow but it is effective...
to all of you seeking courage and 
hope, remember that we are 
fighters and survivors and never 
victims. May everyone have the 
courage to listen, to believe and 
help. So that together we can help 
others heal. The decision to fight 
silence begins with you and me,” 
she added. 

Vashum read out a few of her 
poems including one titled ‘Battle 
of the Mind’ in which she talks 
about forgiveness being the only 
way to winning the battle of a 
scarred mind, and finding peace.

Yuimi Vashum’s book ‘Love. 
Lust. And Loyalty’ talks about cop-
ing with sexual abuse as a kid, and 
seeks to speak for children who 
have had to endure abuse in si-
lence. According to the publisher, 
PenThrill, the book also serves as 
an awareness tool for parents. At 
the same time, it emphasizes that 
when victims overcome shame, 
they are just like everyone else—
entitled to love, lust and life.

The book will be released on 
May 22 at Hiyo Cafe in Dimapur. 

Vashum’s writings can be 
found at www.yuimivashum.com. 
She is currently said to be working 
on starting a learning centre in her 
home town Ukhrul, in Manipur.

Billboard Music Awards: Janet 
Jackson first black woman to get 
Icon Award  |  P10

"Smart city teh toh septic tank 
khuli thakibo itia hahaha..."

Mirror Takes

~ Arien

Eastern Mirror wishes 
to inform our esteemed 

readers that the new 
revised rate of the 
newspaper starting 

1st June 2018 will be 
INR 5/- per copy. 
The rate revision is 

due to cost escalation 
of raw materials and 
logistics in lieu of 

GST implementation. 
Eastern Mirror hopes 
that our dear readers 

will continue to 
support our endeavour 
to provide more news 

and more truth.

NOTICE

Dimapur plunges into 
darkness as aged 
machineries give in
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NPF iterates its stand on Naga political issue

BJP holds meeting with 
frontal organisations

Excise dept. arrests four with liquor

Leangkonger residents sensitised on various schemes

Army commander visits border areas 

Ilandlo Express 
launched in Kohima

State BJP responds to 
former chief minister

The four accused persons seen here with the confiscated liquor, in the custody of the Excise department.

NPF President Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu (second fron left) and the leader of the NPF legislature party TR Zeliang, during the public rally in 
Jalukie town in Peren district on May 21.

Paralegal volunteers and participants during the seminar at Leangkonger village on May 20.
Lieutenant General Abhay Krishna, General Officer Commanding of Eastern Command along 
with other officers during the visit to the Indo-Myanmar international border in Nagaland 
on May 20.

Y Patton addressing BJP party workers during the organisation’s 
emergency meeting at Hotel Acacia in Dimapur on May 21.

ANSTA convenes executive meeting
The All Nagaland School Teachers’ Association (ANSTA) 
has convened a meeting of its executive body on May 
24 at CANSSEA office, Sepfüzou, Kohima, at 11 am. The 
association president, Ponchulo Wanth, and the general 
secretary, Visato Koso, have directed invited all the ANSTA 
units/sub units to attend the proposed meeting without 
fail. The association press release further stated that 
important issues of the association would be discussed 
in the meeting. 

AAY beneficiaries informed 
All ration card holders/beneficiaries under Antyodya 
Anna Yojana (AAY) of Dimapur district are requested to 
submit the old ration card along with the Aadhaar details 
of the card holder as well as of the family members and 
obtain an acknowledgement slip duly signed by the 
competent authority. A press release issued by assistant 
director of food and civil supplies, N Jamonger Ao stated 
that the allotted food grains would be issued to the 
beneficiaries only after producing the acknowledgment 
slip to the concerned urban FPS/ village council. He has 
requested the ration card holders to immediately obtain 
the acknowledgment slip from the office of the assistant 
director, food and civil supplies, Dimapur.

Lakhuti students inform candidates
Lakhuti students’ union has informed all successful 
candidates of HSLC and HSSLC in the recently declared 
NBSE result to submit xerox copies of their mark sheets 
to its office on or before June 20. A press release issued 
by Shanjamo Yanthan stated that all concerned could send 
the same through whatsapp on phone no. 7085553502.

MCKAA fetes successful candidates
Modern College Kohima Alumni Association (MCKAA) 
has congratulated all the successful candidates of HSLC 
and Class XII students of Arts and Commerce for securing 
100% pass percentage. It has also congratulated Class 
XII science students for securing 97% pass percentage. 
MCKAA has particularly congratulates the three subject 
toppers in Biology and Business Studies. The association 
has further wished success to all the candidates in their 
future endeavour.

NVA to hold annual conference
Nagaland Veterinarians’ Association (NVA) has announced 
to organise its general conference cum orientation on 
May 24 at Hotel Japfu, Kohima, from 10 am onwards. 
NVA president Dr. Ilang and the information secretary, 
Dr. Khrisamhazo Rhetso stated that the programme 
would be graced by Dr. Aomangyang Walling, president 
NSVC & HOD, as the guest speaker. The association has 
requested all the members including retired officers, 
unemployed doctors and veterinary doctors serving in 
other departments to the programme.

ANHTU resolves
All Nagaland Hindi Teachers’ Union (ANHTU) has decided 
to contribute INR 1500 from each member towards its 
ensuing silver jubilee scheduled on September 14 in 
Kohima. The decision to this effect was take during its 
general meeting held on April 27 at Ura Academy hall, 
Kohima. The union general secretary AS Yarthotngam and 
the convenor of planning committee, Ruchunlo Tep stated 
that the amount would be deducted from the salary of 
May 2018. ANHTU has informed all the jubilee committees 
of each respective unit to look into the matter and start 
taking up the necessary steps and actions.

NU to hold seminar on GST
Department of Commerce, Nagaland University (NU), 
Kohima Campus, in collaboration with the National 
Institute for Electronics & Information Technology 
(NIELIT), Kohima, has announced to organise a two-day 
national workshop cum seminar on “Goods and Services 
Tax (GST) in India” on May 22 and 23 at NIELIT, Kohima. 
A press release issued by Dr. Ratan Kaurinta, convenor 
of organising committee, stated that the seminar cum 
workshop is of national importance and requires publicity 
in order to create awareness about GST among the 
common masses.

APO convenes meeting
Angami Public Organisation (APO) has convened a meeting 
of its governing body on May 24 at 10 am at APO hall, 
Kohima. The organisation president Neisakholie Ziephrü 
has requested all the APO office bearers, and newly 
constituted advisory board members from various units 
including NAPO, SAPO, WAPO and CPO to attend the 
meeting without fail.

Dimapur NPF to hold rally 
NPF Dimapur division has informed to hold a rally in favour 
of its party candidate, C Apok Jamir, for the ensuing Lok 
Sabha by-election on May 24 at DDSC Stadium in Dimapur. 
A press release from the NPF party on Monday informed 
that the rally would begin at 10 am. The release stated that 
the party leaders comprising its president Dr. Shurhozelie 
Liezietsu,  leader of the NPF party TR Zeliang, Rajya Sabha 
MP and secretary general of NPF KG Kenye, and C Apok 
Jamir would address the rally.

NEWS IN BRIEF

then Lok Sabha member, 
did not give a single day of 
rest to the government but 
created one problem after 
another trying to break up 
the government as well as 
the NPF party.

“But it was due to the 
God’s blessing that none of 
his plans could succeed,” 
he asserted. Dr. Shurhoze-
lie also called upon the 
people to be watchful of 
the present PDA govern-
ment which comprises 
of various political par-
ties including the national 
party BJP “whose stand 
towards minorities and 
others is known by the 
whole country.”

The NPF president also 
termed the NPF’s official 
candidate for the com-

ing by-poll, C Apok Jamir, 
as the most capable and 
rightful candidate for the 
Naga people and urged 
upon the people to vote in 
favour of his candidature.

Former chief minister 
and NPF legislature party 
leader, TR Zeliang, dur-
ing the rally, clarified the 
accusation made by the 
chief minister Neiphiu 
Rio, who, during one of 
his public speeches, ac-
cused that NPF was di-
vided into three groups. 
He has termed as nothing 
informative but cheap 
political propaganda to 
confuse the people. 

“In fact Rio stated this 
to break away the NPF 
MLAs and increase the 
NDPP MLAs so that he 

will ditch away its coali-
tion partner BJP as he can 
see the aggressiveness and 
domination of the BJP,” 
he said.

TR Zeliang also re-
called how Rio, during his 
tenure as MP, tried every 
means to finish the NPF 
party while he himself 
was the NPF Lok Sabha 
member. He expressed 
gratitude to God that Rio 
could not dismantle the 
NPF party.

The former chief min-
ister, who was also the 
then finance in-charge, 
lambasted the PDA gov-
ernment announcing that 
the PDA government was 
releasing the students’ 
scholarship, SSA teach-
ers salary etc, by stating 

that those were all central 
schemes and that such 
releases were normal dis-
tribution of fund by any 
government.

“These cannot be 
termed as achievements,” 
he quipped. 

On the PDA govern-
ment’s release of VDB 
funds recently to the re-
spective villages, Zeliang 
said that the entire fund 
released so far by the 
present government were 
brought by the NPF gov-
ernment in the last tenure.

“The PDA government 
announcement to the 
people that the govern-
ment will repair all the 
district headquarter roads 
within 60 days and to do 
away the VIP culture is 

nothing but fooling the 
public and to gain public 
support,” Zeliang alleged.

Speaking on the ensu-
ing by-poll, Zeliang ex-
pressed confidence that 
the Naga people will vote 
for the NPF candidate 
Apok Jamir stating that 
the latter has vast expe-
riences as a leader, who 
had already worked as an 
MP and also served in the 
state in various important 
capacities. 

Also speaking on the 
occasion, NPF spokesper-
son Achumbemo Kikon 
blamed Rio for the “ab-
normal situation facing 
the Naga people due to his 
greed for power and not 
for his love of the people.”

“Nagas would never 
have faced this by-election 
if Rio has true concern for 
the Naga people,” Kikon 
said.

By Rio’s return to state 
politics he had sacrificed 
20 seats of the state con-
stituencies to the national 
party BJP for his greed 
of power, Achumbemo 
alleged and said that the 
present round of cam-
paigning tour being car-
ried out by the chief minis-
ter “carries only blatant lies 
fooling the Naga public.”

During the rally, MLA 
Moatoshi, former MLA 
Hukavi, former BJP leader 
Zandi Domta also spoke 
on the occasion.

The programme was 
chaired by NPF treasurer 
and convenor campaign 
committee of Peren dis-
trict, NR Zeliang.

Dimapur, May 21 (EMN): 
In a run-up to the ensuing 
Lok Sabha by-election, the 
state BJP has convened 
an emergency meeting 
comprising of all the five 
state frontal morchas at 
Hotel Accacia in Dimapur 
on May 21. 

A press release from 
the BJP media cell in-
formed that the state 
deputy chief minister and 
leader of BLP, Y Patton, had 
conveyed the message of 
the national BJP president 
Amit Shah. It stated that 
Amit Shah had specifically 
instructed all those con-
stituencies from where BJP 
candidates won should 
give majority support to 
the PDA alliance consen-
sus candidate, Tokheho 
Yepthomi. Shah also said 
that it should be the re-

sponsibility of every BJP 
MLAs and party workers 
to mobilise the voters and 
fulfil wishes and directives 
of the central leaders. 

Also speaking on the 
occasion, state medical 
minister, S Pangyu Phom 
has encouraged the party 
workers to abide by the de-
cision of the PDA alliance 
and ensure the victory of 
its consensus candidate 
in the ensuing by-election.

The updates added 
that minister of PHED 
and Dimapur district BJP 
minister in-charge for Lok 
Sabha election had asked 
the party workers irrespec-
tive of state, districts, man-
dals, and various morchas 
residing in the district to 
cohesively come together 
and work for the victory of 
its candidate.

Dimapur, May 21 (EMN): The Legal 
Aid Clinic (LAC) Shamator has con-
ducted a sensitisation programme 
on National Social Assistance Pro-
gramme (NSAP) in Leangkonger 
village on May 20. The programme 
was conducted in collaboration with 
Leangkonger village council. 

The organisation press release 
informed that the programme was 
attended by members of the village 
council, village elders, citizens’ un-
ion office bearers, students’ union 
representatives, church leaders, and 
beneficiaries of NSAP.

According to the updates, short 
speeches were delivered by Kheant-
sumong, Head GB; president of Tant-
sukiu citizens’ union, and students’ 
union representative Kiukhangba. 
They have applauded LAC for taking 

an initiative at a time when illiterate 
villagers were kept ignorant about 
various state-implemented welfare 
schemes and other centrally spon-
sored schemes like that of NSAP. 

The press note mentioned that 
Para Legal Volunteer (PLV) Thsan-
tong has sensitised the partici-
pants about various components 
of NSAP like National Old Age 
Pension Scheme (NOAPS), Indira 
Gandhi National Widow Pension 
Scheme (IGNWPS), Indira Gan-
dhi National Disability Scheme 
(IGNDS), National Family Benefit 
Scheme (NFBS), and Annapurna 
Scheme. The participants were also 
sensitised on various eligibility con-
ditions and criteria for availing the 
schemes under NSAP. 

During the interaction session, it 

was brought to light that many eligi-
ble candidates were kept aloof from 
availing these schemes. Also, few of 
the beneficiaries were not aware of 
such monetary benefits being given 
by the implementing department 
despite of being enrolled as benefici-
aries. Consequently, village authori-
ties were told to initiate corrective 
measures and ensure replacement 
or elimination of ghost or proxy 
beneficiaries. 

The updates further stated that 
cases of dead person or unidentified 
persons, which were still enjoyed by 
relatives and unknown persons were 
also brought to light. LAC has sug-
gested ensuring fair and transparent 
implementation of all the schemes 
at different levels to avoid necessary 
legal proceedings and action.

Dimapur, May 21 (EMN): As part of the 
Election Expenditure Monitoring (EEM) 
activities, department of Excise and Pro-
hibition has confiscated huge quantity of 
liquor from Half Nagarjan area on May 
19 and arrested two persons in this con-
nection.

According to T Arilong Longkumer, 
superintendent of excise & prohibition, 
the excise duty personnel had seized 168 
bottles of beer (650 ml) from the posses-
sion of two persons identified as Azad Ali 
(27), son of Abdul Ali and resident of Na-

garjan, and Fazal Ali (24), son of Jamal Ali 
and resident of Nagarjan. It stated that the 
accused persons were penalised under 
section 44 of NLTP Act 1989. 

In another seizure, two accused per-
sons identified as Narendar (27), son of 
Shivnath and resident of Khermahal, and) 
Vikash (27), son of Bishmuk and resident 
of Railgate were arrested on May 18 for 
possession 84 bottles of assorted IMFL. 
It stated that case has been registered 
against the two accused under the rel-
evant section of the NLTP Act.

Dimapur, May 21 (EMN): 
Nagaland’s largest Ecom-
merce store ilandlo.com 
has launched its first Il-
andlo Express centre at 
Razhü Point in Kohima. 
The branch office cum 
outlet would serve both 
as distribution centre and 
sales channel for the dis-
trict. 

Ilandlo.com is an on-
line venture started in 2014 
promoting indigenous 
entrepreneurs from Naga-
land and the Northeast In-
dia, which is now expand-
ing their express shops to 
make it easily accessible 
for walk-in buyers. The 
express store would focus 
on bringing packaging 
solutions closer to home 
for SMEs, a bookshelf for 
local authors and space for 
local entrepreneurs. The 
centre would also add as 
a pickup and drop points 
for all vendors of Ilandlo 
Logistics Solutions.

Dimapur, May 21 (EMN): As part 
of his ongoing visit to Spear Corps 
Zone, Lieutenant General, Abhay 
Krishna, General Officer Command-
ing-in-Chief of Eastern Command, 
undertook assessment of Assam 
Rifles operations along the Indo- 
Myanmar international border in 
Nagaland on May 20.

A defence release stated that 
General Abhay Krishna visited the 
forward Assam Rifles post at Lungwa 
as well as the Assam Rifles sector 
headquarters at Tuensang. At these 
locations, the General was briefed 
on ongoing operations by Assam 
Rifles commanders responsible for 
border management operations on 

the ground. The General also inter-
acted with the locals of these areas 
during the visit. 

The General was accompanied 
by Lieutenant General Gopal R, 
General Officer Commanding Spear 
Corps. It stated that the General has 
expressed satisfaction and congratu-
lated the Assam Rifles for their hard 
work and operational acumen. The 
General departed for Kolkata on the 
same evening.

The scheduled visit of union 
defence minister, Nirmala Sithara-
man, to the Spear Corps Zone, how-
ever could not be materialised due to 
unforeseen technical contingencies, 
the release added.

Dimapur, May 21 (EMN): The state 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) today 
clarified that the suspension order 
of its executive members namely 
Kheto Sema and Tsasepi Sangtam 
was revoked during second week of 
February 2018 with due consultation 
of the central leadership.

The state BJP was responding 
to a poser made by the former chief 
minister, TR Zeliang, during his 
campaign for its party candidate in 
the ensuing Lok Sabha by-election 
held at Tuensang town. Zeliang had 
reportedly questioned the NDPP for 
not trying to withdraw the ‘drastic 
action taken against its two leaders 
Kheto Sema, former minister and 
BJP state executive member, and 
Tsasepi Sangtam, state BJP vice 
president, who were signatories to 
the joint statements issued along 
with several organisations on Janu-
ary 29 this year.’

The state BJP through its me-
dia cell clarified that BJP, being a 
national party, had to abide by the 
directives of the central leaders, add-
ing the two leaders were suspended 
accordingly which happened due 
to communication gap. It, however, 
stated that with due consultation 
of the central BJP leaders, the sus-
pension order was revoked in the 
larger interest of the party during 
the second week of February 2018, 
which was widely published in the 
print media.

The state BJP also clarified that 
the issue took place during the DAN 
regime (Democratic Alliance of Na-
galand), when BJP was an alliance 
partner under the chief ministership 
of TR Zeliang and not with NDPP.

Dimapur, May 21 (EMN): 
Naga People’s Front (NPF) 
supremo, Dr. Shurhozelie 
Liezietsu reiterated that 
the NPF party was formed 
during the most turbulent 
time in the Naga society 
in the early sixties with its 
top priority for the solu-
tion to the Naga political 
issue and added that even 
today its priority remained 
the same.

Issuing a clarion call 
during a public rally for 
the Lok Sabha by-elec-
tion at Jalukie today, Dr. 
Shurhozelie called upon 
the people to clearly un-
derstand between the 
stand of the NPF regard-
ing Nagas and the other 
political parties.

A press release issued 
by the NPF press bureau 
has quoted its party chief 
reminding the people that 
NPF party is in no mood 
to criticise any leader or 
parties but working only 
for the welfare of the Naga 
people. He alleged that the 
present PDA chief min-
ister, Neiphiu Rio, who is 
presently campaigning in 
various parts of the state 
for the Lok Sabha by-poll 
is only criticising the NPF 
legislature party leader 
TR Zeliang and the NPF 
party. Dr. Shurhozelie said 
that a true visionary leader 
should focus more on de-
velopmental programmes 
for the people.

He also recalled that 
during the past four years 
of NPF government under 
the chief minister of TR 
Zeliang, Rio, who was the 
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Mhabemo Yanthan speaking during the apiculture programme in 
Dimapur on May 21.

PB Acharya with members of the NMDA at the Raj Bhavan in Kohima on May 19.

Participants at the International Candlelight Memorial Service in Zunheboto.

PB Acharya and wife Kavita Acharya along with members of a self help group from Jakhama on May 21 at the Raj Bhavan in Kohima.

Big buzz as Naga farmers mine 
sweet gold from honey and bees

Therie sounds clarion to 
secular forces to unite

NU teachers seek exemption 
from election duty

Nagaland medicine 
dealers meet governor

Zunheboto lights candle for HIV affected people

SHG should be nodal agents to 
strengthen society — Acharya

STATE
World Honeybee Day

Dimapur, May 21 (EMN): The 
Governor of Nagaland PB Ach-
arya said Self Help Groups (SHG) 
should be the pillars for not only 
strengthening the economy but 
the society and also should be 
the nodal agents to strengthen 
the society. 

While encouraging the SHG 
members present at an interac-
tive meet to review their situation 
and come up with ideas how to 
strengthen the society, Acharya 
added that sincerity to ones goal 
and self is the first step to success.

He was interacting with the 
Nagaland Rural Livelihood Mis-

sion SHG members and the SVEP 
entrepreneurs of the state repre-
sented by the SHG members of 
Jakhama block on May 21 at Dur-
bar hall, Raj Bhavan in Kohima. 
Update received from Raj Bhavan 
on Monday informed. 

Every individual can contrib-
ute to the development and wel-
fare of the society and one such 
living example are the members 
of the Self Help Group (SHG) of 
Jakhama block, Acharya said.

Governor explained that In-
dia belongs to the villages and if 
villages prosper India will shine 
and with that in mind the Cen-

tral and state governments have 
introduced various welfare pro-
grammes for the benefit of the 
villages. 

He called on the SHG to avail 
schemes and programmes to 
strengthen them and to also in-
form other villages about welfare 
programmes. 

Congratulating the Pete Vil-
lage Level Organisation of Kezo-
ma village for receiving the Best 
VLO National Award 2018, gov-
ernor said it was a great achieve-
ment not only for the VLO but for 
the state as well. 

The Coo and Skills of NSRLM, 

Menuoneituo Chadi, who also 
presided over the meeting, in-
formed that 515 villages in 29 
blocks under nine districts in 
Nagaland were under intensive 
implementation under NRLM.

Additional Secretary RD Athel 
O Lotha, who is also the mission 
director of NSRLM, delivered the 
welcome address.

During an interactive session, 
the SHG members highlighted 
the need for setting up marketing 
sheds and proper public toilets.

National awardee, Pete VLO 
presented on activities carried 
out by the group. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, May 21 :  Api-
culture—the practice of 
keeping bees as well as 
the manufacturing of 
honey and beeswax—
just might turn out to be 
a rich mine that would 
provide Nagaland with a 
more sustainable and less 
environmentally destruc-
tive economic alterna-
tive.  For instance, a recent 
event about beekeeping 
highlighted the income of 
“bee farmers” who earned 
income in six figures. 

The Nagaland Bee-
keeping and Honey Mis-
sion (NBHM) observed 
World Honeybee Day 
on from May 19 to the 
22nd with the main pro-
gramme being held on 
May 21 in Dimapur. The 
keynote speaker of the 
programme was NBHM’s 
secretary and team leader, 
Mhabemo Yanthan. 

Emphasising on the 
event’s theme ‘save the 
bees,’  Yanthan spoke 
about the role of bees and 
apiculture in the natu-
ral network. ‘Honeybees 
helped in conserving 
the fragile bio-diversity, 
maintains eco-friendly 
livelihood, and provide 
health benefits,’ he said. 
He remarked that unlike 
jhum cultivation, which 
requires acres of forest 
to be felled, beekeeping 
eliminates deforestation 
as it requires trees for the 
insect to survive on.  

Yanthan suggested 
that Nagas rear bees 
in place of agricultural 
farming for livelihood. He 
spoke about a beekeeper 
from Chozubasa village 
in Phek who reportedly 
generated an income of 
INR 18,90,000 this year. 
The officer felt that people 
should go beyond culti-
vation, and take a more 
application approach. He 
added that beekeeping 
would be able to gener-
ate employment for the 

Dimapur, May 21 (EMN): The 
Nagaland Pradesh Congress 
Committee (NPCC) chief, K 
Therie issued a clarion call to 
all secular forces in the state 
to come together and save the 
state from communal forces.

In the run up to the by-elec-
tion to the Lok Sabha, Therie 
on May 21 shared a common 
platform with the Naga People’s 
Front (NPF) candidate, C Apok 
Jamir along with a host of other 
party leaders at Pfutsero and 
explained the reasons why and 
how the Congress had decided 
to support the NPF candidate, a 
press release received from the 
NPF Press Bureau on Monday 
stated. 

“Our concern is to save Na-
galand from communal forces, 
and therefore the Congress has 
agreed in principle to support 
C Apok Jamir in this 2018 Lok 
Sabha election,” Therie said. 

“We hope he will live up to 
the expectations of the party to 
uphold the principles of secu-
larism and liberal democracy,” 
he added.

Leaving aside all political 
differences, he said secular 
minded political parties must 
come together to defeat the 
imposition of Hinduism in our 
God-given land, stating that 
‘BJP is never a political party 
that belonged to the Nagas but 
is here to confuse the mindsets 
of the youngsters with their 
Hindutva policies.’

Stating that hundreds of 
Naga youths were being spon-
sored by RSS in their schools 
and that some have already be-
come ministers, he said ‘NDPP 
which came into existence just 
recently and is in unholy mar-
riage with BJP and is not differ-
ent from the BJP.’

Therie opined that Con-
gress is a party that ‘upholds 
secularism and democratic 
norms and is strictly against 
the policies of the communal 
forces of the BJP such as Uni-
form Civil Code which aims at 
unifying all forces under BJP 
RSS rules.’ 

Mincing no words in at-
tacking the BJP, the president 
of the congress stated that fa-
naticism is at its peak in India 
where a ‘cow is placed above 

the value of men and women 
in the country.’

He declared that secular 
parties across India will come 
together in 2019 to wipe the BJP 
out of India. 

Therie warned the Nagas 
not to take BJP-RSS and its al-
liance parties very lightly since 
‘it would have serious ramifi-
cations on the Naga society in 
particular and the whole nation 
in general in the coming years.’

Also speaking on the occa-
sion, MLA Yitachu questioned 
the People’s Democarttic Alli-
ance (PDA) government head-
ed by Chief Minister Neiphiu 
Rio, why their government 
doesn’t match their slogan, 
“Change is coming” with ac-
tions but contradicts their own 
slogan and involving in ‘fault-
finding exercises concerning 
their opponents.’

The legislator also termed 
the PDA government as a ‘gos-
sip-mill’ government to escape 
their own glaring weaknesses.

Terming Rio as a leader who 
had bought leadership through 
money power, Yitachu alleged 
that ‘he bought his assembly 
seat from Visasolie Lhoungou 
and from his own brother-
in-law Chupfhuo, snatching 
of nomination papers from a 
woman who was filing nomi-
nation as an independent can-
didate.’ 

Speaking on the lines of 
the BJP’s slogan, ‘Election for 
solution,”  Yitachu queried as 
to why the present day gov-
ernment has remained silent 
about Naga solution issue and 
is engaging only in ‘lip servic-
ing.’ 

He appealed to the elector-
ate of Nagaland to vote for C 
Apok Jamir who he said is the 
right person to represent Nagas 
at the Centre.

Meanwhile, the Official 
NPF candidate C Apok Jamir 
fervently appealed to the elec-
torate to vote for him saying 
their one precious vote will 
determine their future and that 
one vote to show we are Nagas.

Other who spoke on the oc-
casion included Ex NLA Speak-
er Thenucho, MLA Chotisuh 
Sazo, and working president 
NPF Apong Pongener.

Dimapur, May 21 (EMN):  The Cen-
tral Executive Council of Nagaland 
University Teachers’ Association 
(NUTA) has demanded that the 
political rights of central university 
teachers in Nagaland University be 
upheld in the state and exemption 
be made for all university teachers 
whose names have been enlisted 
from Kohima campus, Lumami 
headquarters, SASRD, Medziphe-
ma and School of Engineering and 
Technology, Dimapur for the ensu-
ing Lok Sabha election.

In a letter addressed to the 
Chief Election Officer (CEO), Gov-
ernment of Nagaland, the council 
sought immediate intervention of 
CEO to the stated 

The letter appended by the 
council president and general sec-
retary, stated that NU teachers, like 
other teachers from central univer-
sities enjoy the privilege of being 
allowed to be active members of 

political parties during service.
“We are allowed to take five 

years leave, stand for election, 
have a political career and rejoin 
our service, as in the case of former 
Union HRD Minister Prof. Murli 
Manohar Joshi and former Prime 
Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh 
from Delhi University,” the letter 
added.

The council stated the fact that 
central university teachers are 
politically active, no university 
teacher is sent on election duty, 
be it as presiding officer or micro 
observers etc. in other parts of the 
country.

Further, the council mentioned 
that it is highly questionable, that 
despite representations written by 
the NUTA, the university teachers 
have been deputed for election 
duties time and again, including 
the coming Lok Sabha Election in 
the state.

Dimapur, May 21 (EMN): The gover-
nor of Nagaland PB Acharya has in-
vited the Nagaland Medicine Dealers 
Association (NMDA) newly elected 
team to Raj Bhawan for an interac-
tion on May 19.

During an interaction, the as-
sociation is said to have apprised 
the governor about its activities like 
organising medical camps during 
epidemic and emergency medical 
help, keeping vigil on influx of sub-
standard drugs, infiltration of spuri-

ous drugs and illegal trade practices 
etc. apart from helping needy organi-
sations for medical purposes.

Governor appreciated the ac-
tivities of the association and ex-
tended his best wishes.  He also 
suggested that association to take 
up Government of India inspired 
project of ‘Beti Bachao Beti Pad-
hao’ and contribute its efforts to 
promote the project. The asso-
ciation has assured of contributing 
towards the program.

Dimapur, May 21 (EMN): 
The District AIDS Pre-
vention and Control Unit 
(DAPCU) of Zunheboto 
observed the Internation-
al Candlelight Memorial 
Service for HIV affected 
people on May 19 at the 
Youth hall in Zunheboto. 

The guest speaker of 
the programme, president 
of the Sümi Totimi Hoho, 
Zunheboto unit, Boholi, 
urged for cooperation to 
tackle the HIV menace. 
She also called upon the 
people to extend love and 
sympathy to the affected 
persons, stating that HIV / 
AIDS is not only a medical 
problem, rather it is affect-
ing the people in all walks 
of life.

She said though pre-
ventive measures are be-
ing taken to reduce the in-
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youth. 
The director of Hor-

ticulture, Dr. Elithung 
Lotha, also spoke about 
the importance of bees’ 
contribution in plants. 
He said that the pollina-
tion of plants was mostly 
by bees; the receptive 
stage of the process takes 
place for just a few hours 
in the morning. If farm-
ers are ignorant about 
this practice, they might 
miss  the pol l ination 
process which in turn 
will bring bad yield, he 
observed. 

Beekeepers from vari-
ous villages spoke about 
their experience in api-
culture. A member of 
the Chozubasa village 
beekeeping committee, 
Zacüpra-o, spoke at the 
event. He was the bee-
keeper about whom Yan-
than spoke about.  Za-
cüpra-o said, ‘beekeeping 
is a traditional method 
that the villagers rear for 
the sake of rearing. It was 
never taken as a serious 
business until the inter-
vention of the NBHM.’ 
He added that being a 
beekeeper helped him 
to send his children to 
school and support his 
family well enough. 

Likewise, a member of 

the Yakor village beekeep-
ing committee, Long-
khangba, said he was able 
to generate an income of 
INR 1,85,700. Before, he 
remarked, nobody knew 
how to tend bees in the 
village, but soon enough 
it became one of the good 
avenues in which people 
are investing. 

Joint director of Indian 
Council of Agriculture 
Research Dr. Rajkhowa 
observed that the North-
east region lacked in ag-
ricultural productivity 
despite being endowed 
with fertile land. He was of 
the view that the needed 
approach at this juncture 
was to increase productiv-
ity which he said was pos-
sible through intensive 
farming. Skill develop-
ment and participation 
of different stakeholders 
are required as there is no 
marketable surplus, he 
added.  

The NBHM’s team 
member, Chubanungla 
Shilu, said that the de-
partment used to impart 
training to agriculture 
students across the coun-
try since 2007.  They have 
trained about 200 stu-
dents in apiculture and 
beekeeping, the gathering 
was informed.

fection and threat caused 
of HIV / AIDS, the role 
of society is needed to 
prevent further infection. 
Also, she said stigma and 
discrimination should be 
shunned to encourage the 

patient to enable them to 
deliver their testimony 
so as to prevent further 
spread to others.”Time 
has come for the society 
to stand up to fight the 
HIV / AIDS menace”, she 

added.
Boholi also pointed 

out that 70 million peo-
ple are infected with HIV 
worldwide, out of which 
30 million died of HIV 
infection and 62000 of 

AIDS. In Nagaland it is re-
corded that the 22000 peo-
ple are affected with HIV 
out of which Zunheboto 
district has 206 affected 
people and 41 dead, she 
informed.
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Itanagar, May 21 (PTI): Over 500 
student activists today staged a 
three-hour sit-in at I G Park Ten-
nis Court here to protest against 
the Citizenship (Amendment) 
Bill, 2016.

The members of All Arunachal 
Pradesh Students’ Union (AAP-
SU), with banners and placards 
in hand, raised slogans against the 
Centre, demanding immediate 
withdrawal of the bill.

The state’s apex body of stu-
dents’ unions also appealed to 
people to join them in their pro-
test against the proposed legisla-
tion, which aims to grant citizen-
ship to people from minority 
communities of Afghanistan, Pa-
kistan and Bangladesh, after six 

years of residence in India.
The AAPSU members submit-

ted a memorandum to Governor 
Brig (Retd) B D Mishra, seeking his 
intervention into the matter.

The Centre has no regard for 
the indigenous people of the 
region, AAPSU President Hawa 
Bagang said.

“The proposed bill is one 
among the latest examples that 
show the lawmakers in our coun-
try have no or very little regard 
for the indigenous populace of 
Arunachal Pradesh and the entire 
northeast region,” he said.

The AAPSU will organize more 
such democratic movements, 
under the aegis of Northeast Stu-
dents’ Organization, (NESO) in 

the interest of the indigenous 
people of the region, Bawang as-
serted.

The Bangladeshi refugees, 
who have been residing illegally 
in our state, will be asked to leave, 
he said.

“We will soon serve notic-
es to all the Bangladeshis, who 
have sneaked into our state, after 
the National Register of Citizens 
(NRC) draft was released in As-
sam,” the AAPSU president stated.

The NRC was recently up-
dated in Assam to document the 
“bonafide Indian citizens” living 
in the state.

Urging the state government 
to work for the interest of the state, 
the AAPSU president requested 

the Election Commission to delete 
all names of Chakma and Hajong 
refugees from the electoral rolls.

“We have even asked the peo-
ple of the state to refrain from 
employing Chakma and Hajong 
refugees as domestic helps in their 
houses,” he added.

Talking to reporters, AAPSU 
general secretary Tabom Dai said 
that the union along with its fed-
eral units will intensify their pro-
test if the Bill is not scrapped soon.

“The attitude of the successive 
governments at the Centre is that 
there is no state beyond West Ben-
gal. It is very unfortunate I would 
like to request Chief Minister 
Pema Khandu to make his stance 
clear on the issue,” he said. 

Beijing, May 21 (IANS): 
China on Monday dis-
missed as “groundless” 
a report that it was min-
ing gold on its side of the 
disputed border in Aru-
nachal Pradesh.

However, the Chinese 
Foreign Ministry said 
the area mentioned in 
the report by the Hong 
Kong-based South China 
Morning Post was Chi-
nese territory and Beijing 
was well within its rights 
to conduct scientific and 
geological survey. 

The report said that 
China began large-scale 
mining operations on 
its side of the disputed 
border with India in the 
Himalayas where a huge 
trove of gold, silver and 
other precious minerals 
-- valued at nearly $60 
billion by Chinese state 
geologists -- had been 
found.

“The area mentioned 

in the report totally be-
longs to China’s territory. 
China conducts regular 
geological and scientific 
research on its territory,” 
said Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Lu Kang.

“China always at-
taches great importance 
to protecting ecological 
environment. We hope 
the relevant media refrain 
from hyping up ground-
less reports,” he said.

The report said the 
move was part of an am-
bitious plan by Beijing 
to reclaim Arunachal 
Pradesh which it calls as 
“South Tibet”. 

“C h i n a’s  m ov e  t o 
lay claim to the region’s 
natural resources while 
rapidly building up in-
frastructure could turn it 
into ‘another South Chi-
na Sea’,” the Post quoted 
people familiar with the 
development.

Asked about this, Lu 

said: “China’s position on 
the Sino-India boundary 
is clear-cut. China never 
recognised the so-called 
Arunachal Pradesh... Bei-
jing and New Delhi are 
engaging in negotiations 
to solve the boundary 
issue and seek a fair and 
justified solution.

“Before resolving the 
issue, we hope India can 
abide by the agreements 
between the two coun-
tries, abide by the Line of 
Actual Control, stop hyp-
ing up and jointly work 
with China to maintain 
peace and stability in bor-
der areas,” he said.

Arunachal Pradesh 
forms a large chunk of the 
3,488 km disputed India-
China boundary.

The two countries 
went to war in this hilly 
region in 1962, an event 
which sowed the seeds of 
mutual distrust between 
them.

Vivian Longki Rongpi
Diphu, May 21 (EMN): 
Speaker, Karbi Anglong 
Autonomous Council 
(KAAC) and former gener-
al secretary of United Peo-
ple’s Democratic Solidar-
ity (UPDS) Horensing Bey 
said that the economic 
package and the political 
aspect of the KAAC would 
be fully implemented 
within 6 months after tak-
ing the bill from the forth-
coming winter session of 
the parliament. 

Horensing Bey was 
among the few who at-
tended the May 19 meeting 
towards the implementa-
tion of  MoS (Memoradum 
of Settlement) during the 
visit of Joint Secretary in-
charge Northeast, Ministry 
of Home Affairs Satyendra 
Garg.

While talking to East-

ern Mirror correspondent 
at his official chamber 
KAAC Legislative, Bey said 
that after the implemen-
tation of the MoS, nomen-
clature of KAAC would 
be renamed as Karbi An-
glong Autonomous Ter-
ritorial Council (KAATC), 
while out of the total eco-
nomic package of INR 
300 crore, an amount of 
INR 100 crore has already 
been released and that 
the remaining would be 
released soon for the con-
struction of roads con-
nectivity  in the district, 
said Bey.

Also stressing on the 
executive power, Bey said 
that the chief and the dep-
uty chief of the KAATC 
would have the status 
equivalent to the cabinet 
minister and the other ex-
ecutive council members 

would be equivalent to the 
ministers of the state of As-
sam for protocol purposes, 
likewise the chairman and 
the deputy chairman of 
KAATC will have the status 
equivalent to the speaker 
and deputy speaker of the 
assam legislative assembly 
within the jurisdiction of 
KAATC while at present 
the KAAC, Executive Mem-
ber (EM) would be equiva-
lent to the state minister’s 
status, said Bey. 

In regard to the delimi-
tation of KAATC constitu-
ency, Bey said that there 
are 44 constituencies but 
presently there are only 26 
MAC constituencies.  

Highlighting on the 
political scenario , Bey 
said that soon after the 
implementation of the 
MoS, election would be 
conducted in all the new 
constituencies leaving 
aside the 26 MAC con-
stituencies. The present 
26 MAC constituency will 
be remain the same. 

Also, Bey clarified that 
the election if held in the 
mid-year or next year, the 
tenure of the new con-
stitutes MAC constituen-
cies would be the same 
with the present 26 elected 
members of the 26 MAC 
constituency.

Mention can be made 
the MoS was signed be-
tween UPDS, government 
of India and government 
of Assam in November 26, 
2011.

Guwahati, May 21 (IANS): 
As many as 19 cancer hos-
pitals will be set up in As-
sam within two years, in-
cluding one in Guwahati, 
Health Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma said on 
Monday.

The government has 
already identified sites 
for 13 of the 19 proposed 
cancer hospitals, he told 
the media here.

“Assam Cancer Care 
Foundation set up by the 
Assam government in 
association with the Tata 
Trust will run these cancer 
hospitals.” 

The Minister said that 
most of these proposed 
hospitals will become op-

erational in the next 24 
months, adding that the 
northeastern region with 
approximately five crore 
population reports about 
45,000 new cancer cases 
every year.

He also said that the 
Dental Council of India 
had accorded permission 
to Assam to set up two 
dental colleges at Dibru-
garh and Silchar. The state 
presently has one dental 
college. 

The new dental col-
leges, once set up, will 
have a student intake 
capacity of 50 students 
each, thereby doubling 
the seats for dental course 
in state dental colleges.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, May 20 (EMN): A member of 
Parliament of third-Autonomous District  
parliamentary constituency in Karbi An-
glong is convinced that the politicking in 
Karnataka following the state’s elections 
was undemocratic.

Birensing Engti, the member, offered 
his opinion about the Karnataka situa-
tion, to media persons at his residence on 
May 20.

Engti said that in a democratic country 
like India, the government was the people’s 
government. Whoever secures the single 
largest majority forms the government. 
But in case of a hung assembly, he said, 
the government invites the first party to 

stake claim if it has the majority to form the 
government. If a party fails then a second 
party can be invited. But in Karnataka it 
did not happen, Engti explained.

Election should be conducted free and 
fair ‘with no corruption,’ said Engti. What 
happened in Karnataka was undemo-
cratic, he said. The governor knew well that 
the second party had majority but was not 
given any chance, he explained. 

Engti appreciated the steps that was 
stated to have been taken by the Supreme 
Court to stop horse trading stating it to 
be illegal. He cited the examples of states 
like Manipur, Meghalaya and in Nagaland 
where the majority party stands as opposi-
tion to the ruling government.

New Delhi, May 21 (PTI): The Khadi and 
Village Industries Commission (KVIC) gave 
away 1,000 honey-bee boxes to an Assamese 
tribe in Kaziranga to mark the celebration of 
World Honey Bee Day today.

Claiming it to be a world record of giving 
away the maximum number of bee-boxes on 
a single day, KVIC Chairman V K Saxena dis-
tributed 1,000 bee boxes among the Mishing 
tribals in the Kaziranga forest area, beating 
the previous best of 841 in Israel some two 
years ago, a KVIC statement said here.

KVIC said it has fixed a target of distribut-
ing 1,30,000 bee-boxes across the country by 
November 2018, adding it has so far distrib-
uted 27,000 bee-boxes in the country.

“Being the nodal agency of the Prime 
Minister Employment Generation Pro-
gramme (PMEGP), the KVIC would provide 
loans for setting up units of processing, 
packaging and labelling units for the honey,” 
it said.

Saxena said that besides production of 
30,000 kilograms of high-quality honey from 
these bee-boxes in the Kaziranga forest area, 
bee-keeping would open up job avenues for 
the unemployed youth and aspiring entre-
preneurs. 

“The development initiatives taken by 

KVIC in Assam have given a ray of hope for 
tribal people here and they are willing to be 
a part of the development. The bee-keeping 
will also enhance the rich flora and fauna 
of the Kaziranga forest area through cross-
pollination,” Saxena said.

Besides distributing the bee-boxes, prac-
tical training was also imparted to 100 benefi-
ciaries in examination of honeybee colonies, 
acquaintance with apicultural equipments, 
identification and management of bee ene-
mies and diseases, honey extraction and wax 
purification, the release said, adding honey 
bottles were also ditributed to 500 school kids 
at Kohera village in Kaziranga.

“From the very moment Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi gave a call for Sweet Revolu-
tion’, the KVIC came in action mode with its 
enthusiastic Honey Mission’ with a target of 
distributing 1,30,000 bee-boxes before No-
vember 2018 across the nation,” it said. 

The KVIC had last year established Khadi 
training-cum-production centre in associa-
tion with Assam forest department, provid-
ing 25 charkhas, five looms and other acces-
sories to the village artisans at Silimkhowa 
village in Kaziranga forest area, the release 
said, adding it provided job opportunities to 
nearly 50 rural families of this area.

Guwahati, May 21 (PTI): The state government will 
work with honesty to ensure that people at every 
level has access to “just treatment”, Assam Chief 
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal said today.

The CM, while handing out appointment letters 
to candidates selected for administrative posts at the 
state secretariat, said a “transparent selection process 
is a cornerstone of democracy”.

“We are committed to work with honesty to weed 
out corruption with merit being the sole criterion for 
selecting candidates for government jobs,” the chief 
minister said.

Altogether, 174 junior administrative assistants 
were selected from 40,000 applicants and 167 com-
puter operators from 75,000 candidates for the state 
secretariat.

“Dispur as the state secretariat is the epicentre 
of all administrative exercises and people from 33 
districts come here to get their work done. Ensuring 
good treatment to people who come from far-flung 
areas will generate faith in the administrative sys-
tem,” he said.

The CM urged the selected candidates, who will 
constitute an important segment of service delivery 
system, to treat those who come to the secretariat 
humanely.

Chief Secretary T Y Das, who was also present at 
the programme today, congratulated the new ap-
pointees and asked them to adopt ‘work is worship’ 
as their motto.

Agartala, May 21 (PTI): Vice-President M 
Venkaiah Naidu will attend the 11th con-
vocation of Tripura Central University 
here on Wednesday, its Vice-Chancellor 
Anjan Kumar Ghosh said today.

Naidu will deliver the convocation 
speech and give away the degrees, he 

said.
The last convocation of the university 

was held in 2013 which was attended by 
the then president Pranab Mukherjee, 
Ghosh said. Established in 1987 Tripura 
University became a central university 
in July, 2007.

EM Images

Horensing Bey.

Mirror Crossword 1825sud0ku 1665
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1824

ACROSS
1. African language group
6. In one side and out the other
10. Band worn over a shoulder
14. Fruit of the oak tree
15. Pouches
16. Tennis legend Arthur ___
17. Grain
18. Southwestern state
19. United States Information 

Agency
20. Tell about in detail
22. Seriously determined
24. Albacore
25. Circlets of flowers
26. Accepted tenet
29. Mineral-bearing rocks
30. Margarine
31. Not oriental
37. Vacant or empty
39. Consumed
40. Prefix indicating a turbine
41. Woodpeckers
44. Stratum or level
45. Sung by two
46. Early release for a prisoner
48. Dissension
52. Fascist
53. Enroll
54. Ancient wonders
58. Tight
59. Grows older
61. Lessen
62. Initial wager
63. Hotels
64. Bowel cleansing
65. “____ of the d’Ubervilles”
66. Moon
67. Life principle or soul 

(Hinduism)
 
DOWN
1. Prostitute or madam
2. Dull pain

3. Negatives
4. Continuous pulls
5. False
6. Guard of a samurai sword
7. Detest
8. Radio Corporation of America
9. Escorted
10. Steam bath
11. Something of value
12. _____ kabob 
13. Warms
21. Data (slang)
23. Warm reboot

25. More ironical
26. Unimportant objects
27. Singer ____ Fitzgerald
28. Jump
29. Group of 8
32. Encrusted
33. Food
34. Threesome
35. Cain’s brother
36. Accumulated fact or 

tradition
38. Acclaim or prestige 
42. Cut back

43. Box
47. Shrub belonging to the 

genus Rhododendron
48. Coup-_____ = overthrow
49. Silly
50. Prostitutes (slang)
51. Quotes
52. Genus of the tupelo tree
54. Actor Sean ____
55. A distinct article
56. Russian parliament
57. Extent
60. Wildebeest

solutions to suD0ku 1664

Protest over Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill in Arunachal

China calls mining report near 
Arunachal border ‘groundless’

Big structural changes, reshuffle 
announced for Karbi council

19 cancer hospitals, 
two dental colleges 
to come up in Assam

KA legislator decries ‘undemocratic’ 
politicking in Karnataka  

World Honeybee Day: KVIC distributes 
bee boxes to Assam tribals

Govt. officials should ensure fair 
treatment to all — Assam CM

VP Naidu to attend Tripura 
Central Univ. convocation



IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT 
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 14th May 18

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

NO.M-141/18/1287-88 Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti M. Lokho Mao -Vrs- Ajithuo Basena resident of Nagarjan 
Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 
50 & 51 Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for 
Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & 
should be submitted to this court in writing on or before …………
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: M. Lokho Mao
Village/Block No: Nagarjan, Patta No: 169
 Dag No: 87/287, Area: 00B-01K-16 Ls

NOTICE

D-
54
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PRINCIPAL

A D M I S S I O N   N O T I C E
Issue of Prospectus and Admission Form to B.A & B.Com 1st Semester 
from 21st  May (10:00 AM to 2:00 PM) for both Kohima Campus and 
Sechü Campus on first come first basis.
A. KOHIMA CAMPUS:
1) B.A Honours in English, History, Political Science and Sociology.
2) B.Com Honours in Accountancy.
B. SECHÜ CAMPUS (SECHÜ ZUBZA)
1) B.A Honours in English, History, Political Science and Sociology.
2) Separate Hostels for Boys and Girls.

B A P T I S T C O L L E G E
MISSION COMPOUND

Phone No. (0370) 224989
KOHIMA-797001, NAGALAND

E-mail : bap    college@gmail.com

K-1704

HEALTH NURSING SCHOOL
Singrijan, Dimapur

 (Recognized by Indian Nursing Council (INC)
Affiliated to Assam Nurses’ Midwives’ and Health Visitors Council

Approved by Govt. of Nagaland)

ADMISSION OPEN FOR:
1.  GENERAL NURSING & MIDWIFERY ( GNM)
2. AUXILIARY NURSES & MIDWIVES (ANM)

(Last date for receipt of application forms : 25th June 2018)
Forms and application can be obtained from the office during office hour

For more information you can visit our website: www.healthnursingschool.com
    Or email us at: healthnursingschool@gmail.com

Contact No.:     +919615912201, +919856583312, 
   +919774043387, +919077365928

D-5438K-1703CONTACT: 7085605328, 8259060800

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT 
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 14th May 18

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

NO.M-140/18/1285-86 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti M. 
Lokho Mao -Vrs- Elileno Tsukru resident of Nagarjan Town/
Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 
& 51 Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for 
Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & 
should be submitted to this court in writing on or before …………
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: M. Lokho Mao
Village/Block No: Nagarjan, Patta No: 169
 Dag No: 87/287, Area: 00B-01K-08 Ls

NOTICE

D-
54
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DISTRICT WELFARE OFFICER
MON

The District Welfare Officer Mon, Z. Murie 
has inform all beneficiaries of NSAPS 
(IGNOAP, IGNOP, IGNWP) under Mon 
District to summit their Aadhar and Bank 
Account number with their consent form 
to this office on or before 18th June 2018 for 
onward submission to the higher authority. In 
the events of discontinuation of the benefits 
due to non- compliance with the directive, this 
office shall not be held responsible.

D-5437

~GRATITUDE~
Our sincere gratitude to Shri. TOVIHOTO AYEMI & 
Family MLA & Advisor Power & Chairman DPDB 
Dimapur Government of Nagaland Resource person 
.Rozelle Mero Managing Director and her team from 
“The People Channel”. G.B Hokuto Zhimomi & his 
family, Fourth Estate and all the participants.

The precious and golden moment spend together 
during the career Guidance programme on 19th May 
2018 at Veterinary Colony shall always be recorded as 
a red letter day.

Thanking one and all: Veterinary Council & 
Veterinary Youth Organisation.

(S.Tokiho Swo)
General Secretary

 Veterinary colony council 
Dimapur:Nagaland

D-5439

AFFIDAVITReg. No. 2760                                                                     Dated: 18.05.2018
I, SHRI. PONGTING PHOM  Permanent resident of Yimchong village in the 
District of Longleng. State:- Nagaland do hereby, solemnly affirm on oath and declare 
as follows:- 
1. That. I am a Citizen of India by birth and resident of the above mentioned 

Address. 
2. That. in all my Documents my name has been recorded and reflected as 

PONGTING PHOM WHERE AS due to ignorance and clerical mistake my 
name has been entered and recorded as Y. PONTING PHOM in my SBI 
Account Passbook.

3. That. This Affidavit is made to declare that the name PONGTING PHOM and 
Y. PONGTING PHOM refers to same and one person only that is me.

4. That, this affidavit is made to declare that when the name PONGTING 
PHOM and Y. PONGTING PHOM  appears it should be read corrected and 
understood as ‘PONGTING PHOM’. 

5. That, the statements made in para 1 to 4 are true and correct to the best of 
my knowledge and belief and nothing immaterial has been made or concealed 
therein. And I sign this Affidavit on this the 18th day of May 2018 at Longleng, 
Nagaland. 

DEPONENT
Solemnly Sworn in and declare before me by the above named, Deponent on this the 
18th day of May 2018 at Longleng, Nagaland.
1st Class Magistrate 
Longleng :: Nagaland

DP-411

AFFIDAVITRegd. No.2347/2018                                                            Date: 18/05/2018
I, RAVO RITSE S/o Apenyi Ritse present resident of H/No.18, Chakhesang Colony, Anwar 
Hussain Road Opp Assam Rifle Transit Camp, PS: West, Dist: Dimapur-797112, Nagaland, do 
hereby solemnly affirm on oath and declare as under:
1. That, in my Passport bearing No. G8826862 issued vide dated 07/07/2008 I have 

adopted my residential address as C/o-M. Ritse, Old Minister’s Hill, V.I.P Road, Kohima, 
Nagaland -797001. However, due to change of residence from Kohima to Dimapur , I 
am desirous of making necessary rectification of my address in my passport by adopting 
and assuming my present address as H/No.18, Chakhesang Colony, Anwar Hussain 
Road, Opp Assam Rifle Transit Camp, PS: West, Dist: Dimapur-797112, Nagaland, by 
renouncing and abandoning my former address.

2. That similarly, in the said passport my father’s name has been assumed and adopted as 
LHOUPENYI RITSE , but I wish to relinquish and abandon his former name/surname 
and hereby assume and adopt my father’ name in brevity as APENYI RITSE. 

3. That I expressly authorize and request all persons in general and relatives and friends in 
particular at all times hereafter to designate and address my father by such assumed and 
adopted name/surname of APENYI RITSE accordingly.

4. In witness whereof I have hereunto subscribed my father’s former and adopted name/
surname of LHOUPENYI RITSE and APENYI RITSE, and also my former 
and assumed and adopted address of C/o-M. Ritse, Old Minister’s Hill, V.I.P Road , 
Kohima, Nagaland -797001 and H/No.18, Chakhesang Colony, Anwar Hussain Road , 
Opp Assam Rifle Transit Camp, PS: West , Dist: Dimapur-797112. Nagaland, affix my 
signature and seal, if any, this 18th day of May’ 2018. 

K. TUNGOE
NOTARY PUBLIC

D-5440

Applications are invited for the following Post
1. Physical Education Instructor (Male 1& 

Female 1)
2. Hardware & Networking
3. Office Assistant

Qualification
1. Bachelor of Physical Education or Master of 

Physical Education
2. B. Tech is the minimum qualification for 

Hardware and Networking.
3. M. Com/B. Com with Computer knowledge is 

the minimum qualification for Office Assistant
Applications with Bio-data may be submitted in 

person or by e-mail to stjosephc@gmail.com on or 
before 30th May 2018.

Contact No: 9436437544 Principal

ST. JOSEPH’S COLLEGE JAKHAMA
PB No. 39, Kohima, Nagaland – 797001

K-
17

05

FINAL NOTIFICATION
In continuation to earlier Notification dt. 05.05.18 final 
notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting 
of the NSCA will be held on 24.05.18 at the Red Cross 
Building at 11:00 AM to discuss on Naga Welfare followed 
by election of the new office bearers and Ex-members for 
the term ending on 2018-22.
Lunch will be served.
Kindly make it convenient to attend meeting.

Sd/- Dr. S.I. Tushi Ao 
President 

NSCA, Kohima

Sd/-  (S. Ghunakha Swu)
General Secretary 
NSCA, Kohima

OFFICE OF THE
NAGALAND SENIOR CITIZENS ASSOCIATION

H.Q. Kohima - 797001
Regd. No. H/ RS-1486, Dt. 16-03-2001

K-1706

No.PD/NERLP/2016-17/695/338
North East Livelihood Promotion Society

Ministry of DoNER, Govt. of India

Vacancy Announcement

Regional Project Management Unit 
House No.102, Dilip Huzuri Path 
PO - Assam Sachibalaya, Dispur 

Guwahati-781006 
Date:-11/05/2018 

Applications are invited for one Post of Accountant in District Project 
Management Unit (DPMU), Tuensang on contractual terms for North East 
Rural Livelihood Project (NERLP). 

Application in prescribed format (available in www.nerlp-development.
in) along with self attested copies of certificates, mark sheets and testimonials 
should reach the office of the District Project Management Unit, North East 
Rural Livelihood Project (NERLP) , Ministry of DoNER, Govt. of India, 
Deputy Commissioner’s Office Complex, P.O - Tuensang, Pin-798612, 
Nagaland. The last date of receipt of application is 28/5/2018. 

For further details, please logon to www.nerlp-development.in.  
Project Director, 

NERLP, Guwahati. DG
-7
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GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
MOTOR VEHICLES DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE TRANSPORT COMMISSIONER
NAGALAND, KOHIMA – 797004

PUBLIC INFORMATION
No. TC/MV-6/17/                                                                                                      Date 18th May, 2018

In the interest of the public welfare, this is to inform of all Vehicle Owners and Driving License holders in the state that the Government of India, 
Ministry of Road Transport & Highways through its Notification No. G.S.R. 1183(E) dated 29/12/2016 has made certain modifications in the 
Central Motor Vehicles Rules, 1989 to levy additional fee/late fines for late renewal of vehicle registration certificates, driving license and certificate 
of fitness for Motor Vehicles as under:

All Vehicle Owners and Driving License holders are hereby informed to keep their Certificate of Registration, Driving License and 
Certificate of Fitness updated at all times so as to avoid additional fees/late fines.

All Vehicle Owners and Driving License holders are also informed to mandatorily submit their genuine mobile numbers to the 
respective Registering and Licensing Offices against their registered vehicles or driving license so that important updates and information 
can be intimated to them through SMS. All Registering/Licensing Authorities are directed to ensure that mobile numbers of owners or 
applicants are captured at the time of registration or issuing of license.

Furthermore, the owner of a vehicle is statutorily obligated to insure the vehicle under the provisions of Section 146(1) of the Motor 
Vehicles Act, 1988 to cover third party risk, unless otherwise exempted under Sub-section(2). Henceforth, no Registering Authority will 
register or renew a vehicle without vehicle insurance to cover third party risk. Vehicle owners are also instructed to update their insurances 
to avoid penalties under Section 196 of the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988.

 (ELIAS T. LOTHA)
Transport Commissioner.

Issued by DIPR

Purpose Amount
1.     In case of delay in applying for renewal of Certificate 

of Registration
Additional fee of 
i. Rs. 300/- for delay of every month in respect of Motor Cycles; and 
ii. Rs. 500/- for delay of every month in respect of other classes of non 
transport vehicles.

2.     Renewal of a Driving License for which application 
is made after the grace period.

Additional fee @ of Rs. 1000/- for delay of each year from the date of expiry.

3.     Grant or renewal of Certificate of Fitness for motor vehicle Additional fee of Rs. 50/- for delay of each day after expiry of certificate of fitness.

KG
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MGM COLLEGE & MGM HR SEC SCHOOL

Congratulations Dr.Kavika .K. Yepthomi

UNDER THE AEGIS OF ST.THOMAS MISSION SOCIETY (HOME/SRC-6028)&
MGOS CHURCH, MIDLAND.

M.G.M. COLLEGE, Dimapur congratulates Dr. Kavika .K. Yepthomi D/o Mr. S.Kahovi 
.Yepthomi  &  Mrs K. Arenla Imchen and W/o Mr.Inakavi .I .Ayemi.  for successfully completing 
Ph.D in Economics on the Topic “An Economic Analysis of Organic and Inorganic Rice 
Farming in Dimapur District, Nagaland: A case study” from Pondicherry Central University.

ADMISSION STARTED FOR CLASS 11-ARTS, COMMERCE & SCIENCE FROM 
19/5/18.
B.A (GEN) & Honours in Political Science, Education, Sociology & English. 
Classes will commence from 30/5/2018.
  SALIENT FEATURES OF MGM INSTITUTIONS
 Bishop Mar Theodosius Memorial (MTM) full Scholarship for students scoring 85% and 

above.
 Well qualified and experienced Teachers.
 Free education for Rank holders and School Toppers 
 Admission on first come first serve basis  
 Hostel facility available for girls
 Admission will close on 25/5/18
 50% Concession in admission fees for MGMHSS students to purse in B.A for  first two 

semesters
 Late K.V.Ponnan Meritorious Scholarship for Semester toppers.

DP-412

5BUSINESS
Eastern Mirror  |  Dimapur, Tuesday, May 22, 2018

Samsung India Senior Vice President 
Mohandeep Singh at the launch of 
Samsung Galaxy J and A smartphones, 
in Mumbai, on Monday.

Samsung Galaxy A, J series devices 
with ‘Infinity Display’ now in India

HP leads Indian large format 
printer market in Q1 2018

Rupee falls 12 paise to fresh 
16-month low against dollar

Mumbai, May 21 (PTI): The rupee de-
clined 12 paise to a fresh 16-month low 
of 68.12 against a strengthening US dol-
lar in early trade on Monday after China 
and the US struck a deal to avert a trade 
war. Traders attributed the rupee’s fall to 
increased demand for the dollar from 
importers and banks after US Treasury 
Secretary Steven Mnuchin said the trade 
war with China was on hold, amid hopes 
of easing trade tensions between the 
two economies.

Higher crude oil prices and losses 
in Asian currencies too weighed in the 
domestic unit, they added. On Friday, 
the rupee had lost 30 paise to end at 68 
against the US currency on renewed dol-
lar buying interest amid global macro 
challenges. Meanwhile, the benchmark 
BSE Sensex recovered 125.65 points, or 
0.36 per cent, to 34,973.95 in early trade 
today.

New Delhi, May 21 
(IANS): Aiming to dis-
rupt India’s mid-segment 
smartphone market, 
Samsung India on Mon-
day launched four new 
smartphones in its Galaxy 
“A” and “J” series with “In-
finity Display” -- a bezel-
less screen for an immer-
sive viewing experience.

“These phones are ag-
gressively priced and with 
these launches, we will 
consolidate our leader-
ship position in the In-
dian smartphone market 
against the Chinese play-
ers,” Mohandeep Singh, 
Senior Vice-President, 
Mobile Business, Sam-
sung India, told IANS.

All the smartphones 
come with Samsung’s 
“Make for India” feature 
called “Chat Over Video” 
that facilitates an uninter-
rupted and uncompro-
mised viewing experience 
while chatting.

Samsung Galaxy J6, 
J8, A6 and A6+ gives us-
ers nearly 15 per cent 
more display area with-
out increasing the over-
all size of the device, the 

New Delhi, May 21 
(IANS): HP Inc. has 
emerged as the leader 
in the Indian large for-
mat printer (LFP) market 
with 37.7 per cent share 
as the segment posted 
strong growth in the first 
quarter of 2018, market 
research firm Interna-
tional Data Corporation 
(IDC) said on Monday.

A large part went to 
several other brands that 
cumulatively had 26.9 
per cent market share 
with Epson and Canon 
having 20.4 per cent and 
7.9 per cent market share 
respectively. 

According to IDC 
Asia/Pacific Quarterly 
Large Format Printer 
Tracker, the LFP market 
in India grew 11.7 per 
cent quarter-on-quar-
ter and 38.5 per cent 
year-on-year in the first 
quarter of this year, with 
shipments reaching at 
2,954 units.

“With the growing 
environmental con-
cerns, new media and 
increasing applications 
graphics market in In-
dia is moving towards 
environment-friendly 
products even if they are 
priced high. This quarter 

witnessed more instal-
lation of UV and other 
high-end LFPs as com-
pared to previous quar-
ters,” Pankaj Chawla, Re-
search Manager, IPDS at 
IDC, said in a statement.

Shipments in the 
large format computer-
aided design (CAD)/
technical printer market 
segment grew 17.7 per 
cent quarter-on-quarter 
and 55.2 per cent year-
on-year, driven by strong 
growth in single-pass 
CAD inkjet printers in 
the large format, aque-
ous-based printer seg-
ment.

.

PTI

company claimed. No-
tably, Samsung’s flagship 
smartphones such as 

Galaxy Note 8 and Gal-
axy S9 series feature the 
“Infinity Display”. Now, 
with the new devices, 
the display feature has 
been introduced at lower 
price points in the Indian 
market. “All the features 
combined with the new 
Infinity deign philosophy 
makes them for very well-
rounded overall phones,” 
Singh added. All the de-
vices in Galaxy “A” series 
come with metal unibody.  
Galaxy A6+ has a 6-inch 
FHD+ display while Gal-
axy A6 sports a 5.6-inch 
HD+ display. 



6

The contents of articles in this page do not necessarily reflect the Editorial view or policy of the paper.  

DIMAPUR, TUESDAY ,  MAY 22 ,  2018 

EastErn Mirror

Intoxicating Power

Chief Minister BS Yeddyurappa stepping down 
just before the Trust Vote in the Karnataka 
assembly brought an end to one of the most 

acrimonious post-poll scenarios in the country. The 
war of words was intense, from the common man on 
the streets to the media. The action of the governor 
three days prior—inviting the BJP leader to form the 
government with a period of 15 days to seek majority 
in the House—was considered an attack on democ-
racy. Those against the BJP government alleged it to 
be a ploy to let the BJP engineer defections from oth-
er parties. Although the Supreme Court came to the 
rescue of the newfound post-poll alliance of rivals, 
the JD (S) and the Congress, the biggest loser was the 
BJP. It lost the chair and the beating to its image the 
party took will be one from which it will take some 
time to recover. 

The Indian National Congress as the ruling party 
in the Centres has its share of notoriety during its 
long history of toppling state governments by mis-
using Article 356. Conversely the BJP, as a consider-
ably newer party in its history, was known for work-
ing towards strengthening democratic institutions 
and decentralisation. The 91st Amendment that 
strengthened the Tenth Schedule and the limitation 
to the size of Cabinet was passed during the previous 
BJP-led NDA government in 2003. 

In the present case it is well known that the JD (S) 
under HD Kumaraswamy has had a history of mak-
ing alliances and going back on his word too. This 
was made known in the party’s previous alliances 
with the INC as well and the BJP. The stability of a 
JD (S)-Congress government is quite unlikely due to 
unsuccessful and more opportunistic alliances of the 
two before. The BJP as the single largest party—rul-
ing at the centre too—would have considered it op-
portune to provide a more stable government if only 
it had some more MLAs. However, by inviting the BJP 
probably on the insistence of the central BJP, the gov-
ernor went against the precedent that was followed 
earlier in Goa. In Goa the INC secured 17 seats and 
the BJP only 13. But with the support of other parties 
and independents the BJP was invited to form the 
government. However in the present case there was 
no letter of support either from the JD (S ) or the Con-
gress MLAs for Yeddyurappa but he was still invited 
to form the government. 

With the country’s general elections due for 2019, 
the BJP would have wanted to consolidate the 28 Lok 
Sabha seats from Karnataka. In its course it instead 
badly damaged its own image, one that was built over 
the years. Power can be intoxicating; the Karnataka 
episode should remind the BJP about the misuse of 
power by ruling governments that it used to work 
against when it was an opposition party for many 
years. 

DAILY
PATH The Australian government has announced funding to combat loneliness in the elderly

I
ndian scientists have developed a biosensor 
technique which can be potentially help in detect-
ingChikungunya virus. According to the scientists, 
the technique can be used to develop a point of 
care device for rapid identification of the dreaded 

disease.
This technique is based on molybdenum disulphide-

nanosheets. The researchers synthesized the nanosheets 
by chemical route and characterized them by using scan-
ning electron microscopy, transmission electron micros-
copy, UV-visible spectroscopy, Raman spectroscopy and 
X-ray Diffraction. Molybdenum disulphide nanosheets 
were then subjected to physical adsorption onto the 
screen printed gold electrodes and then employed for 
the detection of chikungunya virus DNA using electro-
chemical voltammetric techniques. 

This study has been jointly carried out by researchers 
of Amity University, Noida, JamiaMilliaIslamia Univer-
sity, Delhi and Maharishi Dayanand University, Rohtak. 
The research team has published a report on the study 
in the recent issue of research journal Scientific Reports.

Conventionally, Chikungunya is detected through 
RT-PCR (Real-time polymerase chain reaction) from se-
rum samples or by determination of serum antibodies. 
These methods are time consuming and the procedure is 
cumbersome. Thus, there is a need for a rapid and point-
of-care diagnostic tool.

“Advantages like rapid response time and suitability 
for mass production associated withdetection of DNA 
hybridization have triggered development of DNA-based 
electrochemical biosensors.These advantages motivated 
the present work. A practical advantage of electrochemi-
cal detection could have future implicationsin translat-
ing to cheap assays using single-use screen-printed 
electrodes, which is an ideal tool due to their low cost, 

disposability and design flexibility as compared to tradi-
tional electrode materials”, the researchers said. 

However, some other experts felt that the technique-
was not a new idea as it was used commonly for develop-
ing biosensors. Prof. Ashok Kumar, scientist at New Delhi 
based CSIR’s Institute of Genomics and Integrative Biol-
ogy, who was not involved in the study, told India Science 
Wire, “In this study researchers are detecting synthesized 
small fragments of cDNA and not taking RNA samples 
from chikungunya which is essential for diagnosis of 
disease. 

They have just hybridized with complementary 
strands of DNA. Even validation was carried out using 
spiked DNA samples in blood serum which is not correct 
for real samples. Sensitivity of the sensor cannot be ap-
plicable with real samples of RNA of the patients.”

The research team consisted of Dr. ChaitaliSinghal, 
ManikaKhanuja, Nahid Chaudhary, C.S. Pundir and Jag-
ritiNarang. (India Science Wire)

P
lastic pollution is one of the big-
gest environmental threats and 
countries need better waste 
management to cope with the 
sheer quantity of plastic rub-

bish that is fouling the waters and envi-
ronment, says United Nations Environ-
ment head Erik Solheim.

“Plastic pollution is one of the biggest 
environmental threats the planet is facing 
right now,” Solheim emphasised.

Sample these startling facts about 
plastic pollution: Every year the world 
uses 500 billion plastic bags. Fifty per cent 
of the plastic we use is single-use or dis-
posable. Each year, at least eight million 
tonnes of plastic end up in the oceans, the 
equivalent of a full garbage truck every 
minute.

In the last decade, the world produced 
more plastic than in the whole of last 
century. 

“We’re throwing up to 13 million 
tonnes of plastic waste into the oceans 
each year, and in the next decade that 
could double . We’re turning the oceans 
into a plastic soup,” the UN Under-Sec-
retary-General told IANS in an exclusive 
online interview.

“This has to stop, and right now, be-
cause it’s harming marine life and ending 
up in our own food and water supplies. If 
it’s not resolved, this is a problem that will 
come back to bite us. It’s also a problem 
that’s difficult to clean up.

“We’d like to see a mass mobilisation 
of people around the world and big clean-
ups. These are important because no 
amount of clean-ups can solve this issue. 
We need upstream change, that means 
a change in the way we use plastic,” Sol-
heim, who is coming to India, a host to 
UN Environment-led global event World 
Environment Day on June 5.

T
he Australian government an-
nounced in yesterday’s budget 
$46 million towards the com-
munity visitors scheme which 
is designed to reduce loneliness 

in older adults.
Earlier this year, Tracey Crouch was 

appointed the United Kingdom’s first 
minister for loneliness.

While it may seem unusual to some to 
have government take a role in improving 
our social connections, it makes sense 
when you consider the negative impact 
of loneliness not only on the individual, 
but also the wider community. But with 
increasing investment from government, 
how do we ensure programs intended to 
address loneliness are well-targeted and 
successful?

What is loneliness?
Loneliness is a negative feeling that arises 
when someone’s social needs are unmet 
by their current social relationships. So 

people can feel alone, even if they’re sur-
rounded by others, if they’re not getting 
the right kind of company and support. 
While many think of loneliness as a social 
issue, it also affects our health.

A person who perceives themselves as 
having less access to relationships, also 
finds physical and mental tasks more 
difficult. People with less access to others 
can’t rely on group safety or “share the 
load” of life’s challenges. This can result 
in stress.

Researchers found hand-holding with 
a spouse (as opposed to a stranger) can 
significantly reduce stress during difficult 
tasks. And these effects were even larger 
with couples that reported the highest 
quality relationship.

These emotional and psychological 
effects translate into physiological effects. 
Loneliness negatively impacts brain proc-
esses, ability to handle cognitive tasks, 
control of inflammation in the body, abil-
ity to regulate stress, and severity of men-
tal health symptoms, just to name a few.

Loneliness has been found to be a risk 
factor for all causes of early death and 

feeling lonely increases our likelihood of 
earlier death by 26%. This is greater than 
the risk for obesity.

How to reduce loneliness
Reducing loneliness has obvious health 
benefits. But the solution isn’t as simple 
as connecting lonely people with other 
people; rather, it involves the establish-
ment of meaningful connections. Many 
social initiatives rely heavily on connect-
ing lonely people with strangers and a 
rotating cast of volunteers.

Most of these programs designed to 
address loneliness are being implement-
ed without testing their effectiveness. The 
following should be considered when ad-
dressing loneliness.

First, loneliness provides a signal for 
us to seek out others. The aim should be 
to reduce distressing levels of loneliness, 
rather than getting rid of loneliness per se. 
And we should be mindful of risk factors 
that are less amenable to change, such as 
genetics, which can make people more 
predisposed to feeling lonely.

Second, loneliness can be transmitted 

“It’s clear that we need better waste 
management to cope with the sheer 
quantity of plastic rubbish. But let’s not 
see this as just a litter problem. We need 
to stop wasteful practice and to do that 
bans on certain single-use plastic items 
are helpful,’ he said.

“Ultimately, though, we need chang-
es in design. We need to see sustain-
able alternatives emerge on the market 
to replace so much of the wasteful plastic 
products that we use.”

Yes, India needs more Afroz Shah, not 
only for clean-up oceans but also for riv-
ers and mountains.

“Afroz Shah is a great inspiration, not 
only for India but for the entire world. So 
yes, we do need more people like him! 
What is important is not just the quantity 
of litter that has been collected, but that a 
powerful message has been sent around 
the world and that this message has been 
heard!”

Shah, a young lawyer from Mumbai, 
and his volunteers have removed around 
13 million kg of waste since 2015 in what 
the UN has called “the world’s largest 
beach cleanup project”.

Solheim is optimistic that India can 
act as a catalyst for curbing pollution.

“Prime Minister (Narendra) Modi 
recently said it would be a crime against 
future generations not to take action on 
climate change.

“India, therefore, carries a strong mor-
al argument. In addition, India is among 
the nations that stand to suffer the biggest 
impact from climate change; so it’s im-
portant that it acts as a powerful voice for 
action on the global stage,” he said.

“India is also innovating, and that’s 
what I think will be its biggest act of lead-
ership: showing climate action can also 
unlock incredible economic gains,” he 
added.

(Vishal Gulati can be contacted at 
vishal.g@ians.in )

“Beat Plastic Pollution”, the theme 
for World Environment 2018, urges gov-
ernments, industry and individuals to 
explore sustainable alternatives and 
reduce the production and excessive use 
of single-use plastic polluting oceans, 
damaging marine life and threatening 
human health.

“We need consumers to pause and 
examine their relationship with plastic. 
If we look at our daily lives, there is so 
much single-use and throwaway plastic 
that can easily be eliminated and replaced 
with sustainable alternatives. If enough 
people do this, it translates into colossal 
consumer power!” Solheim said

For companies, he says: “Then we 
want industry to innovate, to find sustain-

able alternatives and embrace the idea 
of extended producer responsibility -- by 
which a manufacturer takes responsibility 
for the entire lifecycle of their product.”

“I strongly believe that the companies 
that innovate now will be the winners of 
the future.”

“We also want governments to drive 
this change through legislation, and 
ensure we have strong enforcement. It’s 
about ensuring manufacturers have the 
necessary incentives in place to do the 
right thing.”

There’s no single, magic solution to 
enforce a ban on single-use pet bottles or 
straws. Every minute we buy one million 
plastic bottles globally, according to the 
UN Environment.

New Technology To Detect Chikungunya Virus

Plastic Pollution Needs To Be Curbed – UN Environment Head

Loneliness Is a Health Issue, And Needs Targeted Solutions

Umashankar Mishra | India Science Wire

Vishal Gulati | IANS

Michelle H. Lim | The Wire

Jesus’s death on the cross rescued us from our sins.

My mother discovered my kitten Velvet atop the 
kitchen counter, devouring homemade bread. 
With a huff of frustration, she scooted her out the 

door. Hours later, we searched our yard for the missing cat 
without success. A faint meow whistled on the wind, and I 
looked up to the peak of a poplar tree where a black smudge 
tilted a branch.

In her haste to flee my mother’s frustration over her 
behavior, Velvet chose a more precarious predicament. Is 
it possible that we sometimes do something similar—run-
ning from our errors and putting ourselves in danger? And 
even then God comes to our rescue. 

The prophet Jonah fled in disobedience from God’s call 
to preach to Nineveh, and was swallowed up by a great fish. 
“From inside the fish Jonah prayed to the Lord his God. He 
said: ‘In my distress I called to the Lord, and he answered 
me’ ” (Jonah 2:1–2). God heard Jonah’s plea and, “com-
manded the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry land” (v. 
10). Then God gave Jonah another chance (3:1).

After exhausting our efforts to woo Velvet down, we 
summoned the local fire department. With the longest lad-
der fully extended, a kind man climbed high, plucked my 
kitten from her perch, and returned to place her safely in 
my arms.

Oh the heights—and the depths—God goes to in rescu-
ing us from our disobedience with His redeeming love!

BIBLE READ:    JONAH 2:1–10 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

In my distress I called to the Lord, and he 
answered me. Jonah 2:2

Up a Tree

from person to person. Research shows 
loneliness can be passed on up to three 
degrees of separation from the lonely 
individual. Exactly how this occurs is 
yet to be fully understood – we have yet 
to explain whether loneliness is relayed 
via negative thoughts, behaviours, or 
feelings within relationships. Not un-
derstanding the transmission process 
may lead some to experience loneliness 
after interacting with the lonely.

Third, unhelpful thoughts and neg-
ative beliefs about others and the social 
world are thought to underpin loneli-
ness. Researchers have found programs 
that provide social opportunities as 
well as helping the lonely person learn 
how to interact better with others are 
the most useful.

Last, the predictors of loneliness 
differ depending on demographics. 
We know, for instance, there are two 
risk periods for loneliness: in adoles-
cents and young people under 25, and 
adults over the age of 65. How we tackle 
loneliness should vary for both groups. 
For example, an older adult may need 
grief counselling from a bereavement, 
whereas a younger person may need 
help coping with social anxiety.

A public health campaign in Aus-
tralia could play a large role in destig-
matising loneliness and addressing 
its health implications. A successful 
campaign could recast misconceptions 
of loneliness as a sign of vulnerability, 
fragility, or weakness, occurring only 
in people who are physically isolated 
or old.

Similar campaigns have been intro-
duced in Denmark and the UK, with a 
national initiative gathering momen-
tum here in Australia.

Australian doctors and health pro-
fessionals would benefit from an as-
sessment tool to identify the risks for 
loneliness. Australians would also 
benefit from the introduction of guide-
lines for good social health, as well as 
education around positive social rela-
tionships, which could start in schools.

With targeted solutions, we could 
improve feelings of loneliness across 
all ages.

Michelle H Lim, Senior Lecturer 
and Clinical Psychologist, Swinburne 

University of Technology
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High-throughput screening in combination with systems biology analysis identifies cellular control elements and new therapies that overcome drug resistance in 
malignant melanoma. Systems Biology and Cancer Metabolism Laboratory.

The medicinal plants eaten by chimpanzees could develop improved traditional medicines. Reuters/James Akena
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Why not radically 
change the way you behave toward others, Aries? 
You’re in the process of orienting yourself toward 
establishing relationships that are more solid and 

enriching, with far fewer risks involved. This wasn’t the case 
before. When you don’t try so hard to seduce and impress, your 
audience claps louder. Just be yourself, and gain approval.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): This could be a good day to 
try relaxation techniques that are a little bit out of 
the ordinary. Who knows? Maybe you’ll even learn 
something from these unorthodox methods. Why 
not explore shiatsu or polarity? These techniques 

can do wonders for restoring your energy, an element that has 
been in short supply for you lately. Give it a try. As the good 
doctor said, “This won’t hurt a bit.”

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Currently, you are in the midst 
of some profound questioning about your emotional 
attitudes. You’ll probably find yourself totally free of 
inhibitions, much to your delight. It’s an opportunity 
to meet new people and perhaps become a bit more 

open-minded. You can expect lively events and much pleasure 
from love.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): If you find your com-
panions a bit too stodgy, today is the day to jostle 
them out of complacency. You may enjoy experi-
menting with a bit of naughtiness. For example, 

how will the people around you react if you flout certain social 
taboos, such as talking openly about sex? Since you’re comfort-
able with the subject, why not have fun stretching the limits of 
convention?.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): There is the likelihood that 
you’ve been a bit of a loner lately. It’s as though you 
decided to look at things differently from the rest 
of the world, rejecting the individualistic viewpoint 

in favor of a more global one. Today, you may achieve a new 
phase in this process. You may attain some summit of con-
sciousness from which you finally have the ability to forgive!

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Is there some material 
need weighing on your spirit right now, Virgo? If you 
can’t see how to solve the problem alone, why not 
discuss it with your friends? They may have some 

ideas. Today, the word “impossible” has been banished from the 
English language. Take advantage of the opportunity to look for 
solutions in unlikely places.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22):  Today’s prospects should 
suit the dynamic, idealistic being that you are, espe-
cially right now. There will be some criticism in the air, 
and you won’t miss an opportunity to punctuate your 

comments with your famous irony. Your viewpoints on corporate 
rigidity and conformist attitudes are well known, but today your 
sense of humor prevails and people listen to you with pleasure!.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):  There’s an excellent 
day on the horizon, Scorpio. If you feel hemmed in by 
fears or uncertainties in your love life, the day ahead 
will give you the courage to discuss these matters with 

your mate. Even if more time is necessary to settle things com-
pletely, you should make good use of today’s clear communication 
channels. You won’t be disappointed (and neither will your mate).

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21):  You can expect 
to be more and more interested in new technologies 
these days, Sagittarius. What you once considered 
very progressive now seems much closer to reality. 

You’ll notice to what an extent it is now crucial for you to align 
yourself with the cutting-edge technology that surrounds you. 
Don’t hesitate. You are by definition a pioneer, so full speed ahead 
to these new frontiers!

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): For a while now, a 
certain number of planetary configurations have been 
continually pushing you to become aware that you live 
on a whole planet and not just in a city or neighborhood. 

You’re becoming more aware of society at large, Capricorn. This 
means that you may be increasingly attracted to large-scale move-
ments. Now is the time to get involved!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): The current configura-
tion of the planets will make you the bearer of a new 
philosophy, Aquarius. This doesn’t mean that you’ll be 
New Age, but more precisely that you’ll have ideas that 

evolved from it. It’s easy to imagine you attending conferences given 
by the leading minds of the day. Most assuredly, you’re searching for 
answers. Be careful about being too easily convinced by any “truth” 
that comes your way.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20):  You may feel that you’ve 
made real progress in your relationships, Pisces. And 
you’re right to feel this way. “Evolution” best defines the 
path you’re on right now. You can be proud of yourself, 

because the work you do on an individual level is the best way for you 
to contribute to the development of society. This way of taking action is 
no less important than the work done by global organizations.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Fabian V. Filipp | The Conversation

Ahoua Constant| The Conversation

Sure, Cancer Mutates, But It Has Other Ways To Resist Treatment

Restaurant Meals 
Behind Food-
Borne Illnesses 
In Kids – Survey

Chimpanzees Eat Plants That Point To New Ways Of Treating Diseases

B
ecause of advances in drug design 
and precision medicine, research-
ers have been able to target certain 
molecules within a cell at the root 
of a particular disease and to devel-

op specific therapies to undo their damages. 
Today, precision targeting combines therapy 
decisions with molecular insights to offer 
hope after a life-changing cancer diagnosis.

But there’s a dark side to cancer-killing 
drugs designed to match distinct cancer mu-
tations like a key into a lock. Some cancers 
that initially respond to targeted chemothera-
py become treatment-resistant – and the drug 
itself may not be the culprit.

New research helps explain how thera-
py-resistant cancers arise, findings with im-
portant implications for the future of cancer 
therapy. It shows how hidden, subtle layers of 
regulation – epigenetics – control the activity 
of genes to produce drug-resistant surviving 
cells.

A common feature of cancer across many 
tumor types is that patients fall back into the 
state of illness after apparent recovery. My 
cancer systems biology team at the Univer-
sity of California, Merced, is tackling diagno-
sis and treatment of therapy-resistant cancers 
by elucidating the network of changes within 
cells as a way to identify new drug targets and 
circumvent cancer resistance.

A hidden layer of regulation
It is well established that cancer is a disease 
of our genes. However, resistance to therapy 
might go beyond cancer mutations that usu-
ally alter the function of genes. It may not be 
new mutations that are causing resistance to 
drugs. The DNA can stay the same, but cancer 
cells adapt to therapy and outsmart the drugs 
by switching their gene activity.

While such adaptations do not affect the 
DNA itself, a hidden layer of regulation con-

tunately many ultimately develop resistance 
and metastases.

Though chemotherapy might kill most of 
the cancer, tiny populations of drug-resistant 
cancer cells manage to survive and propagate. 
Unlike the more familiar case of antibiotic-
resistant bacteria, where genetic mutations 
give rise to resistance, many adaptations in 
treatment-resistant cancers aren’t the result of 
mutation.

Rewiring of gene expression to bypass  
drug resistance
Instead, cancer cells adapt to therapy and out-
smart the drugs. Melanoma is able circumvent 
BRAF inhibitors not by changing the genes 
themselves, but by changing gene activity. 
Some of the genes with reduced activity were 
supposed to be in close communication with 
BRAF and safeguarding its targets, the mutat-
ed protein that gave rise to the cancer and the 
main target of chemotherapy. If essential off 
switches are lost, they can trigger the tumor 
cells to divide despite presence of inhibitors.

The resistant cells managed to evolve in a 
way to bypass the signaling blockade or come 
up with a new way to maintain proliferation. 
Genes with increased activity are in metabolic 
pathways that allowed cancer cells to bypass 
BRAF altogether and continue to grow and di-
vide. Cancer cells had essentially figured out 
how to survive by rewiring their metabolism 
in response to chemotherapy.

The research explains how tumors evolve 
and cause cancer resistance to drugs designed 
to match the patient’s unique genomic make-
up. Daunting as this may sound, it actually 
offers hope to scientists and clinicians who 
want to treat chemo-resistant cancers. The 
research brought forward valuable tools that 
will enable us to catch new forms of disease 
resistance before treatment regiments enter 
clinical trials.

Fabian V. Filipp, Assistant Professor of 
Systems Biology and Cancer Metabolism, 

University of California, Merced

O
ne among every 10 parents blame 
“contaminated” meals from restau-
rants as the leading cause behind 
food-borne illnesses in their chil-
dren, a survey has revealed.

While just one third of parents said their chil-
dren got sick from spoiled or contaminated food 
eaten at home, a whopping 68 per cent named 
restaurants as the most common source, accord-
ing to the “National Poll on Children’s Health” led 
by C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital.

The poll also reported that only 25 per cent 
of people check health inspection ratings before 
dining out. “Contaminated food can make both 
kids and adults sick. For young children, whose 
immune systems are not fully developed, this 
kind of illness can present a greater risk of serious 
complications,” said Gary L. Freed from Univer-
sity of Michigan. He explained that virus Hepati-
tis A is being increasingly passed on through un-
washed hands, causing food contamination and, 
thus, recommends vaccination for one-year-old 
children.

Other places where eating made children sick 
included school (21 per cent), friend’s house (14 
per cent) or at a potluck (11 per cent), the report 
stated.

As per the World Health Organization (WHO), 
about one in every 10 people around the world 
falls ill due to food-borne disease each year. Of 
those 600 million people, almost 420,000 die 
as a result. Food-borne illnesses are most often 
caused by toxins, parasites, viruses and bacteria -- 
such as salmonella and E. coli. It can occur when 
germs, either certain bacteria or viruses, contami-
nate food or drinks, according to the report.

Once contaminated food enters the body, 
some germs release toxins that can cause diar-
rhoea, vomiting and sometimes fever or muscle 
aches.

“Simple precautions, like checking restaurant 
inspections and following food safety rules when 
cooking and storing food, can help keep your 
family safe,” Freed said.

Source : IANS

A
s cancer and other non-infectious dis-
eases continue to rise all over the world 
it’s become harder for scientists to find 
safe, effective treatments. In addition, 
bacteria are becoming more and more 

resistant to drugs and synthetic medicines have 
become harsher.

These challenges have led to searches for new 
solutions, including natural substances, like me-
dicinal plants. Plant based medicines are known 
to have more benefits because they are less poi-
sonous than synthetic versions. They also have 
compounds that compliment each other that 
help in disease prevention.

People have been using plants to make medi-
cines for thousands of years. The World Health 
Organisation estimates that between 75% and 
80% of the world’s population uses at least some 
plant based medicines.

Africa has its own store of medicinal plants, 
such as those used in Côte d’Ivoire, Kenya, Mauri-
tius, South Africa and Zimbabwe.

I have been working with a group of scientists 
to find new ways to exploit plants for medicinal 
purposes. As part of the process we studied the 
eating habits and behaviour of some wild chim-
panzees based at the Taï National Park in the 
south western region of Côte d’Ivoire. We identi-
fied what they ate, which included leaves, fruit 
and the stems of the plants. We then tested these 
in a laboratory.

Our idea followed on from a previous study on 
the park’s chimpanzees which focused on the en-
ergy and protein balance in their diets. Our study 
focused on the medicinal properties of what they 
ate.

Our results suggest that the diets of chimpan-
zees are made up of plants that are a rich source of 
compounds that improve their immune systems 
and protect them from certain diseases. Our find-
ings have opened the door to exploring the prop-
erties of these plants to test their ability to treat 
disease in humans.

Tolerance to disease
Chimpanzees are the closest animal to humans 
genetically, sharing 98% of the human DNA. This 
genetic closeness means that these great apes 
share certain diseases with humans. These in-
clude yeast infections (candidiasis), Ebola and 
HIV/AIDS. Chimpanzees are also able to get can-
cer.

trolling the activity of genes – epigenetic sig-
nals – is responsible for whether cancer cells 
survive or not, despite the drug a patient is 
taking. By targeting this hidden program, one 
can overcome deadly cancer resistance.

Cancer systems biology reveal new targets 
and challenges
To understand how cancer becomes treat-
ment-resistant, my research team at the Sys-
tems Biology and Cancer Metabolism Lab 
at UC Merced compared genetic and meta-
bolic pathways in treatment-responsive and 
treatment-resistant melanomas. Melanoma 

is a cancer that originates in melanocytes, 
the cells that produce the skin-color pigment 
melanin. Though not the most common form 
of skin cancer, melanoma is the most aggres-
sive. And if it’s not caught and treated early, it’s 
also among the deadliest.

Acquired resistance beyond mutations
Cancer can be triggered by different causes. 
Melanoma is usually induced by the sun, by 
dangerous ultraviolet light damage. In the 
majority of cases, UV damage leaves a unique 
mutational footprint behind and as a result 
unstoppable cell proliferation is induced.

UV damage gives rise to point mutations 
– changes in a single letter of the 3 billion let-
ter human genome. These mutations can in-
terfere with signals that tell cells when to grow 
and divide and when to stop. Mutations in a 
protein called BRAF, a major signaling regu-
lator, cause growth signals to be stuck in the 
“on” position and drive cancer development.

Though scientists have managed to come 
up with drugs that target and turn off aber-
rant BRAF signaling, cancer cells are clever. 
They learn to adapt to these BRAF-inhibitors. 
Today, many patients respond to cancer treat-
ment very positively at first. However, unfor-

Our hypothesis was that some plants 
in the chimpanzees’ diet might be keep-
ing them healthy and that this could be 
useful in developing medicine for hu-
mans too.
We tested about 132 extracts from 27 
plants chosen based on:
	how frequently they consumed the 

plants
	the time of consumption
	the quantity eaten

The plants were analysed for their 
ability to prevent the development of 
cancer and to inhibit cell damage, bacte-
rial and fungal growth. Their nutritional 
benefits were also analysed.

The preventive diet
Some of the plants we analysed are 
already used by people as medicinal 
plants. But the parts extracted to make 
medicines are different to those eaten 
by the chimps. The plant Nauclea dider-
richii is a good example. The fruits and 
leaves are eaten by chimps but the stem 
bark is used by people to treat fever and 

jaundice.
Promising plants such as Tristemma 

coronatum, whose leaf extract is known 
to induce sleep in humans, and Beils-
chmiedia mannii, which is already used 
to treat lung diseases, were identified.

Other beneficial medicinal plants in 
their Latin and common names in Côte 
d’Ivoire dialects respectively include;
	Klainedoxa gabonensis (kroma)
	Nauclea diderrichii (badi)
	 Manniophyton fulvum (kolomodia, 

frafrabié, topué, dobuï ,zohé, zoobo)
 Beilschmiedia mannii (biliè, tien-

abi, atiokwo, iréklé, biétou, btei, 
bhoukéssou)

All are abundant in the Taï National 
Park.

Our results showed that the tested 
plants induce an enzyme – quinone re-
ductase – that prevents damage to the 
body cells. These plants inhibit NF-kB 
enzyme , which is responsible for caus-
ing more than 20% of all reported cases 
of cancer.

The tested plants showed that 24 ex-
tracts (18%) had activity to kill bacteria 
and six extracts (5%) destroyed yeasts 
that cause yeast infections. Tristemma 
coronatum killed both bacteria and 
yeast whereas Beilschmiedia mannii 
was active on bacteria, fungi and can-
cer. This means that the extracts of these 
plants have potential for medicinal use 
in humans.

Developing new medicines
Our study highlighted the high ther-

apeutic and nutritional potential of cer-
tain plants which can be considered in 
developing new medicines.

The next step will be to test these 
plants on laboratory animals to confirm 
their benefits. Once the safety and ef-
fectiveness is established, we could then 
start to test them on humans. If these 
pass the necessary standards, the devel-
opment of drugs can follow.

Ahoua Constant, Post-Doctoral 
Fellow with Afrique One Aspire, Nangui 

Abrogoua University



had set an example.
Naidu, who visited 

Kalady for the first time, 
said the Shankarach-
arya was a rare blend of 
a spiritual poet, a spir-
itual genius, an institu-
tion builder, and a philo-
sophical pathbreaker.

“His message was in-
clusion. That is the need 
of the hour. We should 
not exclude anybody. We 
should not discriminate 
against anybody. 

We should not deny 
opportunities to any-
body. We should think 
inclusively,” he said.

The vice president 
said that along with 
“gross national income, 
we must focus on how 
science and technology 
can foster greater hap-
piness and better quality 
of life as well as harmoni-
ous inclusive societies”.

Institute of Engineer-
ing & Technology in Ka-
lady, the birthplace of 
Adi Shankara - an Indian 
philosopher and theolo-
gian of the eight century, 
near here.

The vice president 
said, “We have to get rid 
of the practice of un-
touchability” which Hin-
du philosophy never al-
lowed and move towards 
Adi Shankaracharya who 

PTI

M Venkaiah Naidu (File Photo)

Kochi, May 21 (PTI): Vice 
President M Venkaiah 
Naidu said today it’s un-
fortunate that the men-
ace of untouchability still 
continued in the country 
and called for an end to 
the practice, which is 
against Indian culture 
and tradition.

“Now, unfortunately, 
after so many years of 
civilisation and Inde-
pendence, even today we 
hear about untouchabil-
ity - somebody is not al-
lowed to (enter) temple, 
somebody is not allowed 
to enter other places 
of worship, somebody 
is discriminated, high 
caste, low caste. It has to 
be ended,” Naidu said.

He was addressing a 
gathering after confer-
ring the Adi Shankara 
Young Scientist Awards 
2018 at Adi Shankara 
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Use education to create self-
employment — Kovind to students 

Vice President Naidu calls for end to untouchability Six injured in Jammu in Pakistani shelling; injured baby succumbs 

Fuel prices sky rocket: Chambers 
tell government to cut excise duties 

Karna CM designate Kumaraswamy 
meets Sonia, Rahul on govt. formation

Informal summit takes India-Russia ties to new level — Modi 

PTI

Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, greets Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi during their meeting 
in the Bocharov Ruchei residence in the Black Sea resort of Sochi in Russia, Monday, May 21 2018.

PTI

A policeman who was injured being shifted to the Government Medical College Hospital in Jammu on 
Monday.

PTI

JD leader and Karnataka chief minister-designate H D Kumaraswamy presents a bouquet to Congress 
President Rahul Gandhi as former Congress president Sonia Gandhi, second from right, looks on during 
a meeting at the latter’s residence, in New Delhi, on Monday.

Solan, May 21 (PTI): Presi-
dent Ram Nath Kovind 
today exhorted the farm 
scientists to use their edu-
cation to create self-em-
ployment ventures.

The president was 
speaking at a convocation 
ceremony in Dr Y S Parmar 
University of Horticulture 
and Forestry, Nauni in 
Himachal Pradesh.

Kovind accompanied 
by his wife arrived in Shim-
la yesterday on a six-day 
visit to the state.

Addressing the gather-
ing at the ceremony today, 
he said, Several enthusias-
tic youths have opted for 
their own ventures in agri 
sector after attaining edu-
cation and started organic 
farming of fruits, vegeta-
bles and flowers and have 
become exporters of these 
produce . 

He presented gold 
medals and conferred de-
grees on 462 students and 
said, “it is encouraging that 

the girls have surpassed 
boys and out of nine medal 
winners, six are girls and 
one of them got two med-
als.  Girls are proving their 
supremacy in education, 
sports, research, defence 
sciences, aviation and oth-
er areas which is a good 
sign for the country,” he 
said.

He said there were am-
ple opportunities in fruit 
and vegetable processing 
and the farmers can be 
saved from losses by set-
ting up cold storages.

He appreciated the 
state for making a niche 
in agri-products’ market, 
saying Himachal has done 
well in this area as Kinnauri 
apples, Sirmaur flowers , 
Solan mushrooms are fa-
mous world wide.

Himachal Governor 
Acharya Devvrat, who was 
also present in the cer-
emony, urged the students 
to always acknowledge the 
contribution of teachers in 

shaping their lives.
He said since this uni-

versity was the first Hor-
ticulture University in the 
country and the only hor-
ticulture university in the 
state, horticulturists had 
great expectations from it.

Devvrat said that in or-
der to promote zero budg-
et natural farming in the 
state, the university was 
implementing Zero Budget 
Natural Farming (ZBNF) 
model in its campus. 

The zero budget natu-
ral farming would not only 
help in environment con-
servation, minimal wast-
age of water and increase 
the soil fertility, but will also 
produce healthy food.

Chief Minister Jai Ram 
Thakur lauded the contri-
bution of the university in 
producing best scientists 
and professionals and said 
that horticulture was play-
ing a major role in strength-
ening the economy of the 
farmers of the state.

Jammu, May 21 (IANS): 
Six people were injured on 
Monday in indiscriminate 
shelling by Pakistan Rang-
ers across the International 
Border (IB) in Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Jammu district, 
police said.

Meanwhile, an eight-
month-old baby, who was 
hit by a stray bullet fired 
from across the border on 
Sunday, succumbed to his 
injuries, police said.

In Monday’s firing, a 
special police officer (SPO) 
and five other civilians in-
cluding a woman were 
injured in the shelling 
on Border Security Force 
(BSF) positions and civil-
ian facilities in Arnia sector. 
The firing came a day after 
the Rangers contacted BSF 
over phone and agreed to 
maintain peace in the area.

“A shell fired from 
across the IB exploded in 

New Delhi, May 21 (IANS): 
With transport fuel pric-
es in Delhi and Mumbai 
touching an all-time high, 
industry chambers, Ficci 
and Assocham, on Monday 
called for the government 
to urgently reduce fuel ex-
cise duties. It also urged 
the government to bring 
automobile fuels under 
the purview of Goods and 
Services Tax (GST).

The price of petrol per 
litre in Delhi on Monday 
under the dynamic pricing 
regime touched a record 
high of INR 76.57, already 
having beaten on Sunday 
the previous high of INR 
76.06 in the city on Septem-
ber 14, 2013.  On Monday, 
in the other major cities 
like Kolkata and Chennai, 
the price of the fuel rose to 
near five-year high levels, 
at INR  79.24 and INR 79.47 
per litre. Diesel in the na-
tional capital on Monday 
went to its highest level of 
Rs 67.57 per litre.

“At a time when the 
Indian economy is on a 
recovery path, rising oil 
prices are again posing 
a high risk to India’s eco-
nomic growth trajectory,” 
a Ficci statement said here.

“Over the last few years, 
falling oil prices contrib-
uted significantly towards 
improving the health of the 
economy. With global oil 
prices once again spiralling 

upwards, the macroeco-
nomic risks of higher infla-
tion, higher trade deficit 
and pressure on balance 
of payments with attended 
consequences for the Ru-
pee value have once again 
surfaced,” said Ficci Presi-
dent Rashesh Shah.

“While cut in excise 
duty on petrol and diesel 
may provide temporary 
relief to the consumers, 
the sustainable solution 
lies in the automobile fuel 
coming under the Goods 
and Services Tax, which 
can happen only after the 
Centre and states together 
reduce their dependence 
on the fuel considerably,” 
said D S Rawat, Secretary 
General of Assocham.

He said, rising crude 
prices coupled with weaker 
rupee with cascading im-
pact on inflation pose “a 
big challenge for the Indian 
macro picture and ironi-
cally, there is a little that can 
be done in the short term.” 

In the long run, India 
needs to rework its energy 
security and ensure that 
petrol and diesel do not 
remain a huge revenue re-
source. Rather than being 
a revenue source for the 
government, the auto fuel 
should drive the economic 
growth, Rawat added.

Even though oil is now 
considered less of an in-
dependent driver of busi-

ness cycles than before, the 
State Bank of India (SBI) 
on Monday said the recent 
surge in crude oil prices is 
likely to impact the coun-
try’s imports and stretch 
the ongoing fiscal’s current 
account deficit (CAD) to 2.5 
per cent of GDP.

He pointed out that 
the government’s latest 
Economic Survey 2017-
18 has estimated that for 
every $10 per barrel rise in 
crude prices, while GDP 
growth will reduce by 0.2-
0.3 percentage points, the 
current account deficit will 
increase by 0.4 percent-
age points and wholesale 
inflation will go up by 1.7 
percentage points.

Ficci also noted that 
when the global oil prices 
were down, the govern-
ment had hiked excise duty 
on fuel nine times between 
November 2014 and Janu-
ary 2016, but had reduced 
it only once in October 
2017.

The price of the Indi-
an basket of crude oils, 
composed of 70 per cent 
sour grade Oman and Du-
bai crudes and the rest 
by sweet grade Brent, has 
gone upwards of $72 a bar-
rel in May, after rising to an 
average of $69.30 in April 
2018. It averaged $47.56 
and $56.43 per barrel re-
spectively during the last 
two financial years.

New Delhi, May 21 (PTI): 
Ahead of his swearing-in 
as the Karnataka’s new 
chief minister, JD(S) chief 
H D Kumaraswamy to-
night met Congress lead-
ers Sonia Gandhi and Ra-
hul Gandhi to finalise the 
modalities of government 
formation and ministerial 
berth sharing between the 
two post-poll allies.

According to sources, 
Congress has mooted two 
deputy chief ministers for 
the numerically strong 
party in order to strike a 
balance with the JD(S) but 
the regional party is be-
lieved to be not in favour 
of this proposal. KPCC 
chief G Parameshwara is 
among the frontrunners 
for the deputy chief min-
ister’s post.

Kumaraswamy, who 
will be sworn in as chief 
minister on Wednesday 
for the second time in 12 
years, flew into the capital 
this afternoon and began 
his engagements with a 
meeting with pre-poll ally 
BSP chief Mayawati. BSP 
bagged 1 seat.

During his 20-minute 
meeting with Sonia and 
Rahul, the Congress Presi-
dent, Kumaraswamy is 
understood to have dis-
cussed the nitty-gritty of 
Cabinet formation on 
the number of ministe-
rial berths the Congress 
and the JD(S) would get. 
The meeting took place 
at Rahul’s Tughlak Lane 
residence.

“There is no bargain. 
We will cordially work 
out things. We must work 
together. I am here to take 
their(Congress leaders) 
advice,” said Kumaras-
wamy when asked by 

Sochi (Russia), May 21 
(IANS): Stating that Russia 
has always been a true and 
fast friend of India, Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Monday said that 
his informal summit with 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin will take bilateral ties 
to a new level.

“I am happy that to-
day I got the opportunity 
to be a guest of President 
Putin and that too in So-
chi,” Modi said after being 
received by Putin here for 
the informal summit.

On his part, Putin said 
that the India-Russia bilat-
eral relationship has deep 
roots.

“Last year, we saw a 
considerable increase in 
mutual trade,” he said.

Stating that Russia and 
India cooperate actively on 
multilateral forums, Pu-
tin said that there is close 
cooperation between the 
militaries, economies and 
diplomats of the two sides.

Modi arrived here ear-
lier on Monday on a nine-
hour visit for the informal 
summit proposed by Putin 
soon after his reelection as 
Russian President.

The Indian leader’s visit 
comes after National Se-
curity Adviser Ajit Doval 
and Foreign Secretary Vijay 
Gokhale visited Moscow 
earlier this month to dis-

cuss a way out of the US 
sanctions on Russian firms.

The sanctions against 
Russian oligarchs and com-
panies, including Rosobo-
ronexport, the state-owned 
Russian weapons trading 
company, has raised con-
cerns in India about a pos-
sible impact on India’s mili-
tary buys from Moscow. 

The withdrawal of the 
US from the Iran nuclear 
deal can be seen as another 
major reason for the infor-
mal summit.

Putin is expected to 
visit India later this year 
for the annual bilateral 
summit.

The relationship be-
tween India and Russia was 

elevated to that of a Special 
and Privileged Strategic 
Partnership during Putin’s 
visit to India in 2010. 

In his remarks, Modi 
congratulated Putin for be-
ing reelected for the fourth 
time with a huge majority.

“Since 2000 when you 
assumed this office, you 
have maintained a close 

newsmen ahead of the 
meeting how the Con-
gress and the JD(S) will 
address the issue of min-
istry formation.

After the meeting, Ku-
maraswamy told report-
ers he had invited both 
Sonia and Rahul for the 
swearing-in ceremony 
in Bengaluru and they 
have agreed to come. K 
C Venugopal, AICC in-
charge of Karnataka, was 
also present at the meet-
ing.

Kumaraswamy is ex-
pected to take the floor 
test within 24 hours after 
being sworn in. Both Con-
gress and JD(S) MLAs will 
remain confined to their 
hotels till the floor test, 
according to reports from 
Bengaluru.

Kumaraswamy was 
invited by Governor Va-
jubhai Vala to take the 
reins of power after the 
three-day BJP govern-
ment collapsed last Satur-
day with B S Yeddyurappa, 
unable to muster the re-
quired number for a ma-
jority, stepping down as 
the chief minister without 
facing the floor test in the 
state assembly.

The May 12 Karnataka 
assembly polls threw up 
a hung verdict with the 
BJP emerging as the sin-
gle largest party with 104 
seats. The Congress was 
next with 78 and the JD(S) 
followed with 37. The BSP 
has one MLA and two 
seats went to Independ-
ents.

Meanwhile, in a devel-

opment that could leave 
the Congress red-faced in 
Karnataka, its MLA Shiv-
aram Hebbar dismissed 
as “fake” an audio clip 
released by the party to 
allege that the BJP offered 
money and ministerial 
berth to him for cross-
voting during the floor 
test in the Assembly.

The Congress had re-
leased three audio tapes 
in the run up to the floor 
test, claiming that the 
BJP leaders were trying 
to ‘poach’ on the party 
MLAs by offering ‘blan-
dishments’ so that the 
Yeddyurappa government 
is saved.

One of the audio tapes 
released by the party al-
legedly had a conversa-
tion between Hebbar’s 

wife and BJP leaders, who 
allegedly offered money 
and ministerial post to 
woo him to vote for the 
BJP. However, in a Face-
book post in Kannada, 
Hebbar questioned the 
authenticity of the audio 
clip, saying his wife did 
not receive any such call.

“This is not my wife’s 
voice and she has not re-
ceived any such calls. The 
audio tape is fake. I con-
demn it,” he wrote.

BJP president Amit 
Shah said the new govern-
ment will be a “betrayal” 
of people’s mandate and 
questioned its fate, say-
ing it is already “destabi-
lised” with the two parties 
forced to keep their MLAs 
in hotels “undemocrati-
cally”.

Addressing a press 
conference in Delhi, Shah 
also mocked the Congress 
for its celebration at the 
turn of events in Karna-
taka, saying it has found 
a new way of discover-
ing win in its defeat and 
added that he prayed that 
it sticks to its definition 
of victory. The BJP then 
would have no problem 
in winning the 2019 Lok 
Sabha polls, he said.

Describing the Con-
gress-JD(S) alliance as 
“unholy”, he said the H 
D Deve Gowda’s party 
fought the election on an 
anti-Congress plank and 
benefitted from people’s 
mood against the incum-
bent party in the state 

At an event in Ben-
galuru, G Parameshwara 
said difficult times were 
ahead, but there was a 
need to stop the BJP from 
coming to power in the 
southern state.

PTI

President Ram Nath Kovind presents a medal to a student during the 9th convocation of Dr YS Parmar 
University of Horticulture & Forestry at Solan in Himachal Pradesh on Monday.

the compound of Arnia police station 
injuring a woman and a SPO. 

“Four civilians were also injured in 
Pakistan shelling in Arnia area,” a police 

officer said. Police is evacuating civilians 
from areas close to the the border and has 
also advised people not to move out of 
their homes till shelling stops.

relationship with India,” 
he said. 

Stating that Russia and 
Putin hold special signifi-
cance in his own political 
journey, Modi said in 2001, 
after he became Chief Min-
ister of Gujarat, within one 
month he got the oppor-
tunity to visit Russia along 
with Vajpayee. 

 Recalling that 18 
years ago, Vajpayee and 
Putin sowed the seeds of 
the India-Russia Strategic 
Partnership, Modi said: 
“Together, both of us can 
today proudly say that the 
seeds that Atalji and you 
sowed have grown to a Spe-
cial and Privileged Strategic 
Partnership. This in itself is 
a very big achievement.” 

The Indian leader said 
that he too had the chance 
work shoulder-to-shoulder 
with Putin for the last four 
years whether it be bilateral 
relations or international 
ties. 

Repeating Vajpayee’s 
words in 2000 during Pu-
tin’s visit, Modi said that 
being a friend of Russia for 
a long time, India would 
like to see Russia as a pow-
erful and confident na-
tion, which, in a multipolar 
world, can play a signifi-
cant role. He also extended 
his best wishes to Russia 
for hosting this year’s FIFA 
World Cup.
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Caracas, May 21 (IANS): 
Venezuelan President 
Nicolás Maduro has been 
re-elected for a six-year 
term, shrugging off inter-
national condemnation 
and allegations of vote 
buying as well as electoral 
fraud.

Venezuela’s election 
board on Sunday put turn-
out at just 46.1 per cent but 
the opposition alleged it 
was even lower. The main 
opposition candidate, 
Henri Falcón, rejected the 
result soon after the polls 
closed and called for new 
elections, the BBC report-
ed on Monday.

“We do not recognise 
this electoral process as 
valid... we have to have 
new elections in Venezue-
la,” he said.

With more than 90 per 
cent of the votes counted, 
55-year-old Maduro got 
67.7 per cent -- 5.8 million 
votes -- National Electoral 
Council (CNE) chief Ti-
bisay Lucena said. Falcón 
had won 21.2 per cent 
-- 1.8 million votes.

As polling started, US 
Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo denounced the 
election as a “sham” on 
Twitter. The US mission to 
the UN called the process 
an “insult to democracy” 
and Chile and Panama 
said that they would not 
recognise the result.

“Venezuela’s elec-
tions do not meet the 
minimum standards for 
a true democracy. They 
are not clean or legiti-

mate elections and they 
do not represent the free 
and sovereign will of the 
Venezuelan people,” said 
Chile President Sebastian 
Pinera. 

The EU and Latin 
American countries had 
also warned ahead of the 
vote that they would take 
measures against the gov-

ernment if it went ahead 
with the election.

Maduro, however, dis-
missed such criticisms 
in his late-night victory 
address. He told cheering 
crowds outside the presi-
dential palace in Caracas 
that “the revolution is here 
to stay!”.

“The whole of Vene-

zuela has triumphed! De-
mocracy has triumphed! 
Peace has triumphed! 
Constitutionality has tri-
umphed ( These were) 
elections that were con-
stitutional, legitimate and 
legal,” he insisted, before 
claiming: “We have a Presi-
dent of the people! A work-
ing President!”

China asked that the 
decision of the Venezuelan 
people be respected. “The 
relevant parties should re-
spect the choice made by 
the Venezuelan people,” 
Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Lu Kang 
said.

Australia urged all Ven-
ezuelan political parties 
to seek a solution to the 
country’s crisis through 
dialogue. 

“Australia  has ex-
pressed its deep concern 
to the government of Ven-
ezuela for the ongoing 
violence, deterioration of 
human rights and eroding 
respect for rule of law,” a 
spokesperson of Australia’s 
Department of Foreign Af-
fairs and Trade said.

The elections were 
supposed to be held in 
December 2018, but the 
CNE, made up exclusively 
of Maduro’s supporters, 
brought them forward. 

Luis Emilio Rondón, 
the one CNE member 
critical of the govern-
ment, said he did not rec-
ognise the results because 
“Venezuelans’ freedom 
to vote” had not been re-
spected.

Colombo, May 21 (IANS): 
At least five people have 
been killed and seven are 
missing as heavy rains and 
strong winds caused havoc 
in Sri Lanka, the Disas-
ter Management Centre 
(DMC) said on Monday.

The deaths were re-
ported from the eastern 
district of Trincomalee and 
in the lower central hills 
of Badulla, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

Three people were 
killed by lightning, one 
perished in a landslide, 
while the fifth death was 
the result of a fallen tree, 
said DMC officials.

Over 9,000 people were 

affected by the adverse 
weather while hundreds 
of families were evacuated 
from their homes as the 
Meteorology Department 
warned of more rains in the 
coming days.

DMC spokesperson 
Pradeep Kodippili said five 
major rivers were at spill 
level and those living in 
low areas were evacuated 
to safer levels.

He said floods were 
also reported from the 
Ratnapura district in the 
Sabaragamuwa province 
and a landslide warning 
had been issued for Ka-
lutara, Kegalle, Ratnapura, 
Badulla, Nuwara Eliya, 

Galle and Kurunegala.
“The police and tri forc-

es are all on standby and 
assisting in relief efforts. 
We request the people in 
low areas to move to safer 
locations,” he said.

M e a n w h i l e ,  S r i 
Lankan Education Minis-
try said schools in the rain 
affected areas in Sabarag-
amuwa province will re-
main shut on Monday 
and Tuesday.

Sri Lanka is facing its 
annual southwest mon-
soon, with the Meteoro-
logical Department warn-
ing of more rains in several 
districts across the country 
in the coming days.

Washington, May 21 (PTI): 
The US today threatened 
Iran with the “strongest 
sanctions in history” if it 
does not give up its nuclear 
weapons programme and 
destabilising behaviour in 
the region and sought the 
support of countries like 
India to put pressure on 
Tehran.

In the aftermath of the 
US withdrawal from the 
2015 nuclear agreement 
with Iran, Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo in his 
first major foreign policy 
speech demanded major 
changes from Iran and said 
America will not allow the 
country to develop a nu-
clear weapon: “Not now, 
not ever.” 

At the same time, the 
Trump administration 
promised resumption of 
diplomatic and economic 
relations with Iran, along 
with financial aid, and 
technology transfers if Te-
hran agreed to a verifiable 
regime to give up its nu-
clear weapons and missile 
programme. He threatened 
even tougher sanctions 
against Iran. Sanctions that 
had been lifted under the 
agreement are due to go 
back into effect, and they 
are expected to pressure 
an already shaky economy. 

“This is just the begin-
ning. The sting of sanctions 
will be painful,” Pompeo 
said before a packed house 
at the conservative Her-
itage Foundation, a top 
American think-tank. 

“These will be the 
strongest sanctions in his-
tory when complete.” 

Pompeo also sought 
the support of European 
allies and other global part-
ners and friends, including 
India.

“In the strategy we are 
announcing today, we 
want the support of our 
most important allies and 
partners in the region and 
around the globe. I don’t 
just mean our friends in 
Europe,” he said.

“I mean Australia, Bah-
rain, Egypt, India, Japan, 
Jordan, Kuwait, Oman, Qa-
tar, Saudi Arabia, South 
Korea, the UAE, and many, 
many others worldwide,” 
Pompeo said.

Iran is India’s third-larg-
est oil supplier behind Iraq 
and Saudi Arabia. It sup-
plied 18.4 million tonne of 
crude oil during April 2017 
and January 2018 (first 10 
months of 2017-18 fiscal). 

“I know we share the 
same goals in facing the 
challenge from the Iranian 
regime. We welcome any 
nation which is sick and 
tired of the nuclear threats, 
the terrorism, the missile 
proliferation, and the bru-
tality of a regime at peace 
with inflicting chaos on 
innocent people,” he said.

Pompeo also called for 
a new nuclear treaty with 
Iran to replace the Obama-
era deal that President 
Donald Trump withdrew 
from earlier this month.

But the top US diplo-
mat issued a list of 12 re-
quirements for such a deal, 
many of which Iran would 
be unlikely to agree to.

He said the US would 
apply “unprecedented fi-

nancial pressure” on Iran 
and send teams of special-
ists to allies around the 
world to explain US policy.

Pompeo said if Iran 
makes “major changes” 
the US was willing to lift all 
sanctions.

Pompeo demanded 
that Iran must declare to 
the IAEA a full account of 
the prior military dimen-
sions of its nuclear pro-
gramme, and permanently 
and verifiably abandon 
such work in perpetuity. 
Iran, he said, must stop 
uranium enrichment and 
never pursue plutonium 
reprocessing including 
closing its heavy water re-
actor.

Demanding that Iran 
must also provide the IAEA 

with unqualified access 
to all sites throughout the 
country, Pompeo said that 
Iran must end its prolifera-
tion of ballistic missiles and 
halt further launching or 
development of nuclear-
capable missiles, and it 
must release all US citizens, 
as well as citizens of US 
partners and allies, de-
tained on spurious charges 
or missing in Iran.

Iran, he said, must end 
support to Middle East 
terrorist groups, includ-
ing Lebanese Hezbollah, 
Hamas, and Palestinian 
Islamic Jihad.

Asserting that Iran 
must respect the sover-
eignty of the Iraqi govern-
ment and permit the dis-
arming, demobilisation, 

and reintegration of Shia 
militias, Pompeo said that 
Iran must also end its mili-
tary support for the Houthi 
militia and work towards 
a peaceful political settle-
ment in Yemen.

He also demanded 
that Iran must withdraw 
all forces under Iranian 
command from Syria, end 
support for the Taliban 
and other terrorists in Af-
ghanistan and the region, 
and cease harbouring al-
Qaeda, and it must end 
its Quds Force’s support 
for terrorists and militant 
partners.

Pompeo said Iran must 
also cease its threaten-
ing behaviour against its 
neighbours many of whom 
are US allies. This includes 

its threats to destroy Israel, 
and its firing of missiles 
into Saudi Arabia and the 
UAE. It also includes its 
threats to international 
shipping and destructive 
cyber-attacks.

“These are 12 basic re-
quirements. This list may 
seem long to some, but it 
is simply a reflection of the 
massive scope of Iranian 
malign behaviour. America 
did not create this need for 
changed behaviour, Iran 
did,” Pompeo said. 

“Relief from sanctions 
will come only when we 
see tangible, demonstrat-
ed, and sustained shifts in 
Tehran’s policies,” Pompeo 
said.

While seeking support 
from friends and allies on 
the new Iranian policy, 
Pompeo warned that the 
new Iranian sanctions 
would kick in if they con-
tinued business as usual 
with Iran.

The US is not asking 
anything other than Ira-
nian behaviour that is con-
sistent with global norms 
and the elimination of 
Iran’s capacity to “threaten” 
the world with its nuclear 
activities, he said. 

He acknowledged that 
America’s reimposition of 
sanctions and the coming 
pressure campaign on the 
Iranian regime will pose 
financial and economic 
difficulties for a number 
of US friends. “We want to 
hear your concerns. But 
you should know that we 
will hold those doing pro-
hibited business in Iran to 
account,” he said.

Damascus, May 21 (PTI/AFP): Syria’s 
army said today it was in full control of 
the capital Damascus and its outskirts 
after ousting the Islamic State group, 
marking a major milestone in the seven-
year war.  “The Syrian army announces 
today that Damascus, its outskirts and 
surrounding towns are completely se-
cure,” it said in a statement carried on 
official media.

The development came after troops 
had captured a key southern portion of 
Damascus from IS, the statement said, 
including the Palestinian refugee camp 
of Yarmuk and the adjacent district of 
Hajar al-Aswad.

“The wheel of our progress on the 
battlefield will not stop until all Syrian 
land is purified,” it added.

Syria’s war erupted in 2011 with pro-
tests against President Bashar al-Assad, 

including in the capital.
The following year, the govern-

ment began losing control of parts of 
Damascus and placed a crippling siege 
around Yarmuk, which lies in the capi-
tal’s south.

The army’s announcement came 
hours after a tenuous evacuation deal 
saw hundreds of IS fighters and their 
relatives quit Yarmuk, according to the 
Syrian Observatory for Human Rights.

The government has denied reach-
ing a deal with IS. It said a brief ceasefire 
had allowed one convoy of women and 
children to leave the pocket in southern 
Damascus. 

Since last year, Syria’s government 
has cleared swathes of territory around 
Damascus from its armed opponents 
through a blend of military pressure and 
evacuation deals.

Islamabad, May 21 (PTI): Pakistan’s ousted premier Na-
waz Sharif today denied ownership or any link with the 
purchase of properties in London as he recorded his state-
ment before the accountability court here in a corruption 
case spiralling from the Panama Papers scandal. 

The Avenfield case is one of the three cases filed 
against Sharif, 68, and his family following the July 28 
verdict of the Supreme Court, which had disqualified him 
and ordered institution of cases.

Sharif, his daughter Maryam, sons Hassan and Hus-
sain and son-in-law Muhammad Safdar are accused in 
the case that is based on allegation that the properties in 
London were bought in 1990s with the corruption money 
when Sharif twice served as premier.

The court last week ordered Sharif, Maryam and 
Safdar to record final statements in their defense after a 
19 prosecution witness testified in the case. Hassan and 
Hussain were not called as they were already declared as 
absconders.

Accountability Court Judge Muhammad Bashir had 
prepared a questionnaire of around 127 questions and 
handed it over to the counsel representing the Sharif fam-
ily. The former prime minister read the written answers 
while elaborating his positions in the case. He firmly 
denied that he was direct or indirect owner of properties 
located in London.

“I was never involved in or associated with the ac-
quisition of the London properties through any real or 
beneficial title, he said.

Sharif also expressed serious reservations about the 
Joint Investigation Team (JIT) which was set up by the 
Supreme Court last year and its report led to Sharif’s dis-
qualification and start of corruption cases. “There are and 
always have been reservations against the Joint Investiga-
tion Team (JIT) members, he said.

He especially mentioned representatives of Inter-
Services Intelligence and Military Intelligence in the JIT 
and said their inclusion was “unnecessary”.

He also said that other four members of the JIT were 
not neutral as some of them had political affiliations while 
others had a track record of anti-Sharif bias.

The court adjourned the hearing until tomorrow. 
The three cases include Avenfield properties, Al-Azizia 

Steel Mills and Flagship Investment. Sharif is accused in all 
three with his two sons while his daughter and son-in-law 
are co-accused only in Avenfiled case.

Seoul, May 21 (IANS): 
South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in headed to 
Washington on Monday 
on an apparent mission 
to help broker a nuclear 
deal between the US and 
North Korea ahead of 
their first-ever summit in 
June.

Moon’s trip followed 
his historic summit with 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong-un at the border vil-
lage of Panmunjom on 
April 27. He will hold talks 
with US President Don-
ald Trump on Tuesday, 
Yonhap news agency re-
ported. The two leaders 
have already held two 
telephone conversations 
since the inter-Korean 
summit, including one on 
Sunday.

The trip, however, also 
came after a series of old 
rhetoric from Pyongyang 
that accused Seoul and 
Washington of trying to 
topple its Communist 
regime.

North Korea abruptly 
suspended high-level 
talks with the South last 
week, citing an ongoing 
joint military exercise 
of the two allies. It also 
threatened to reconsider 
the Trump-Kim summit, 
set to be held in Singapore 
on June 12.

Moon and Trump will 
likely discuss “ways to 
guarantee a bright future 
for North Korea when it 
achieves complete denu-
clearisation”, said Nam 
Gwan-pyo, a deputy di-
rector of the presidential 
National Security Office.

In the Panmunjom 

Declaration, the leaders 
of the two divided Koreas 
agreed to pursue com-
plete denuclearisation of 
the Korean Peninsula.

In a gesture demon-
strating its denuclearisa-
tion commitment, the 
North is moving to dis-
mantle its only known 
nuclear test facility in 
Punggye-ri this week with 
dozens of journalists from 
South Korea, China, Rus-
sia, Britain and the US 
witnessing the event.

Still, its recent suspen-
sion of an inter-Korean 
dialogue is sending out 
mixed signals, also forc-
ing many to question the 
sincerity of its pledge to 
abandon its nuclear am-
bitions.

Dur ing talks  with 
Trump, Moon is expect-
ed to discuss what to 
expect and what not to 
expect from Kim based 
on his own encounter 
with the North Korean 
leader in April, officials 
from Seoul’s presidential 
office Cheong Wa Dae 
said.

The of f ic ia ls  said 
Moon and Trump were 
set to hold a one-on-one 
meeting where they will 
be accompanied by their 
interpreters and no one 
else.

“The fact that the two 
leaders will hold talks with 
no other attendants is 
important. It will likely 
be a chance for them to 
share their inner-most 
thoughts,” a Cheong Wa 
Dae official said. Moon 
will return to South Korea 
early Thursday.

Maduro wins second term 
amid vote rigging claims

5 killed as heavy rains lash Lanka

US threatens Iran with the ‘strongest sanctions in history’

Syria says capital ‘completely secure,’ IS ousted

Never involved in or associated 
with acquisition of properties 
in London — Sharif

Moon heads to US to 
discuss Trump-Kim summit

News IN BrIef
Paraguay president inaugurates 
Israel embassy in Jerusalem
Jerusalem, May 21 (PTI/AFP): Paraguayan President 
Horacio Cartes inaugurated his country’s Israel em-
bassy in Jerusalem today, making it the third nation to 
make the deeply controversial move after the United 
States and Guatemala.  Cartes and Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu spoke at the inauguration 
of the new embassy in a Jerusalem office park.

Nine Haqqani militants killed in 
Afghanistan
Kabul, May 21 (IANS): At least nine militants of the 
Haqqani militant group were killed following air 
strikes in Afghanistan’s Paktika, officials said on Mon-
day. “Afghan Special Operations Forces-related air 
strikes targeted militants of Haqqani terrorist network 
in Paktika province Sunday, killing nine Haqqani gun-
men and destroying two motorcycles,” Xinhua news 
agency reported citing the Operational Coordination 
Group Afghanistan’s statement. As a Taliban-linked 
group of militants, the Haqqani network was desig-
nated as a terrorist group by the US in 2012.

Israel arrests 5 Palestinians for 
‘terror activities’
Jerusalem, May 21 (IANS): Israeli security forces have 
arrested five Palestinians in the West Bank on suspi-
cion of involvement in terror activities and violent 
disturbances. During an Army operation on Sunday, 
dozens of protesters set tires alight and threw rocks 
at security forces, said the Israel Defence Forces (IDF) 
in a statement on Monday. The IDF responded with 
crowd control methods and the suspects were trans-
ferred for questioning by security forces, Xinhua news 
agency reported. In addition, Israeli police arrested 
three suspects involved in disturbances near the Da-
mascus gate area in Jerusalem. Stones were thrown at 
the police and officers on patrol.

Indonesia’s most volatile volcano 
erupts again
Yogyakarta, May 21 (PTI/AP): Indonesia’s most vola-
tile volcano has spewed smoke and ash in the latest 
of several eruptions in less than two weeks. Disaster 
mitigation agency spokesman Sutopo Purwo Nu-
groho said Mount Merapi on the main island of Java 
erupted twice early Monday. A column of volcanic 
material rose up to 1,200 meters into the air and ash 
fell in several villages. The alert level of the volcano 
was not raised. An eruption of Merapi on May 11 sent 
nearby residents fleeing to safer areas. The 2,968-me-
ter mountain is the most active of 500 Indonesian 
volcanoes. Its last major eruption in 2010 killed 347 
people.

Pakistan general election pro-
posed for July 25-27
Islamabad, May 21 (IANS): Pakistan’s Election Com-
mission on Monday recommended holding general 
election in the country between July 25 and 27. The 
poll panel forwarded a summary in this regard to 
President Mamnoon Hussain, requesting him to set 
one of the proposed dates for balloting, Dawn online 
reported. The announcement came just days before 
the term of the PML-N government is set to expire on 
May 31. The process to select a caretaker set up was 
on with Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi hold-
ing talks with Leader of Opposition Khurshid Shah. 
According to the Election Commission, as many 
as 86,436 polling stations will be set up, including 
48,667 in Punjab and 18,647 in Sindh.  In Federally 
Administered Tribal Areas and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
14,655 polling stations will be established and 4,467 
in Balochistan.

AP/PTI

Venezuela’s President Nicolas Maudro votes during presidential elec-
tions in Caracas, Venezuela, Sunday, May 20, 2018. Amidst hyperinfla-
tion and shortages of food and medicine Maduro is seeking a second six-
year term in an election that a growing chorus of foreign governments 
refuse to recognize after key opponents were barred from running. 

AP/PTI

Incoming Central Intelligence Agency director Gina Haspel is sworn in by Vice President Mike Pence during 
a ceremony at CIA Headquarters, Monday, May 21, 2018, in Langley, Va. From left, Haspel, Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo, President Donald Trump, and Pence. 
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Actress Patricia Morison dead
Actress Patricia Morison, who starred in the original 1948 Broadway production of 
“Kiss Me, Kate” and “The King and I” is dead. She was 103. Morison died of natural 
causes on Sunday at her home here, reports variety.com. Morison was born on March 
15, 1915 in New York City. She was the daughter of playwright and actor William Mori-
son and Selena Fraser, a British Intelligence agent during World War I.  After graduat-
ing from high school, Morison took acting classes at the Neighbourhood Playhouse 
and made her stage debut at the Provincetown Playhouse in the musical revue “Don’t 
Mind the Rain”. She signed a contract with Paramount Pictures and made her feature 
film debut in the 1939 film “Persons in Hiding”. She starred in eight more films through 
1942, including her first in the villainous role she would go on to inhabit as a femme 
fatale in “Romance of the Rio Grande.” (IANS)
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Janet Jackson first black 
woman to get Icon Award
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S
ix-time Grammy Award winner Janet Jackson graced the Bill-
board Music Awards stage to receive the prestigious Icon Award 
-- becoming the first black woman to get it -- on Sunday. Not 
only was the moment her first television performance in nine 
years, but it was also the first time she performed as a mother.

Bruno Mars surprised fans by taking the stage to introduce Janet, 
reports people.com. He spoke of her accolades and following a moving 
montage of her life and career, from the Jackson family’s humble begin-
nings in Gary, Indiana to her global chart-topping success, he ended his 

intro naming her “the first black woman to ever receive the 
Billboard Icon Award”.

Janet hit the stage in a sparkling gold sweatshirt dress 
and shiny gold thigh-high shoes as she sang her 1986 hit 

“Nasty”, as her mother Katherine and other family mem-
bers, including nephew Prince Michael, beamed from 
the audience. 

In her acceptance speech, she said: “I’m deeply 
humbled and grateful for this award. I believe that 
for all the challenges, all of our challenges, we live a 
great moment in history. It’s a moment that at long 
last women have made it clear that we will not be 
controlled, manipulated or abused.”

Janet, whose brother Randy opened up to peo-
ple.com last September about her painful divorce, 
told the audience: “I stand with those women and 
those men.”

Sharing a message on faith, Janet said: “Our 
public discourse is loud and harsh. My 

prayer is that weary of such noise, 
we will turn back to the source of 

all calmness, that source is God. 
Everything we lack, God has 

in abundance: compassion, 
sensitivity, patience and 

boundless love. 
“Again I want to thank 

all of you for this honour 
and I thank God for 
giving me the precious 
energy that lets me 
live my life as an 
artist who every day 
seeks to expand my 
capacity to love.”

Janet, who has 
garnered a total of 

18 Billboard Music 
Award nominations 

and 10 wins, joins a group of iconic 
winners including Neil Diamond 
(2011), Stevie Wonder (2012), Prince 
(2013), Jennifer Lopez (2014), Céline 
Dion (2016) and Cher (2017).

IANS

A
ctress and 
global Unicef 
Goodwill 
Ambassador 
for Child Rights 

Priyanka Chopra is visit-
ing the Rohingya refugee 
camps on a field visit.

Priyanka on Monday 
tweeted a photograph of 
herself from an aircraft 
looking out of the win-
dow. 

“Follow my Instagram 
to share my experiences 
as I visit the Rohingya 
refugee camps on this 
Unicef field visit. Chil-
dren uprooted, the world 
needs to care. We need to 
care,” she captioned the 
image. 

Priyanka, 35, has 
worked with Unicef 
for a decade and was 
appointed as the na-

tional and global Unicef 
goodwill ambassador for 
Child Rights in 2010 and 
2016 respectively. She 
promotes causes such as 
environment, health and 
education and women’s 
rights among many oth-
ers.

Almost 700,000 refu-
gees have fled violence in 
neighbouring Myanmar 
and arrived in Cox’s Bazar 
since August 2017, ac-
cording to the UN.

Last year, Priyanka 
had met Syrian refugee 
children in Jordan.

The actress has flown 
to Dhaka from London, 
where she attended her 
friend and actress Meg-
han Markle’s wedding 
to British Royal Prince 
Harry.

IANS

R
yan Reynolds-starrer “Dead-
pool 2” has registered a busi-
ness of Rs 33.4 crore net in its 
opening weekend in India.

The film collected Rs. 11.5 
crore on Sunday, according to a state-
ment issued on behalf of the makers.

“’Deadpool 2’ has crossed the lifetime 
collection of ‘Deadpool’ (Rs 30 crore) 
over the weekend itself. It should eventu-
ally do more than double the previous 
instalment. The overall dubbed 
contribution is 49 per cent 
with Hindi contrib- uting 
to 41 per cent of 
weekend collections,” 
the statement added. 

Based on Mar-
vel Comics’ most 
uncon-

ventional anti-hero, “Deadpool” is the 
original story of a former Special Forces 
operative who turns into a mercenary 
and is now out to seek revenge against 
the man who nearly destroyed his life.

Brought to India by Fox Star India, the 
film released on Friday in English, Hindi, 
Tamil and Telugu.

The sequel also features Josh Brolin, 
Morena Baccarin, Karan Soni, Zazie 

Beetz, Brianna Hildebrand, 
Stefan Kapicic and Leslie 

Uggam.
Bollywood ac-

tor Ranveer Singh 
has lent his voice to 

the role of Deadpool 
for the Hindi version.

IANS

M
egastar Amitabh Bach-
chan has urged people 
to stop piracy and illegal 
streaming of films.

The cine-icon, 75, on 
Monday tweeted a 45-second long video 
in which he is seen talking about online 
illegal streaming. 

“The magic of movies has always 
been watching an extraordinary story 
come to life on a giant screen. It’s always 
been about going to the cinema hall with 
your friends, family buying popcorn, sa-
mosa and watching a tale unfold before 
eyes.

“Illegally streaming or downloading 
stories is not cool and will never give you 
this vast experience. So, do your bit...
spread the word to stop piracy.” 

Amitabh, whose film “102 Not Out” 
with veteran actor Rishi Kapoor just 
released, captioned the image: “Spread 
the word and let’s take an oath today to 
respect the fine art of cinema! Say no to 
piracy.”

The “Piku” star will next be seen in 
“Thugs Of Hindostan” with superstar 
Aamir Khan, Katrina Kaif and Fatima 
Sana Shaikh.

IANS

S
inger Kelly Clarkson 
and music mogul 
Simon Cowell en-
joyed an impromptu 
“American Idol” 

reunion at the Billboard Music 
Awards here.

After the 36-year-old pop 
star performed her new song 
“Whole lotta woman”, she 
shared a sweet embrace with 
Cowell, 58, on stage on Sunday 
night, reports people.com.

“That was bloody fantastic. 
What can I say?” said Cowell, 
the former “American Idol” 
judge, who was at the show 
to introduce Camila Cabello’s 
performance, said of Clarkson’s 
show-stopping set.

“I’m very proud of you,” he 
added.

Clarkson and Cowell first 
met on “American Idol” back 
in 2002 when Clarkson bested 
Justin Guarini for the season 
one title.

Cowell left “American Idol” 
in 2010 and launched the US 
iteration of “The X Factor”, on 
which he discovered Cabello 
when he assembled the girl 
group Fifth Harmony.

IANS

T
he 2018 Billboard Music 
Awards celebrated 
some of music’s biggest 
names on Sunday night, 
with Ed Sheeran win-

ning not only the Top Artist but 
Top Male Artist Award, and Taylor 
Swift lifting the Top Female Artist 
trophy.

The ceremony, hosted by 
Kelly Clarkson, was held at the 
MGM Grand Garden Arena here. 
The singer opened the show with 
a tribute to the victims of Friday’s 
mass shooting at Santa Fe High 
School in Texas, reports CNN.

“I’m a Texas girl and my home 
state has had so much heartbreak 
over this past year. And once 
again, you all, we’re grieving for 
more kids that have died for just 
no reason at all,” Clarkson said.

A slew of artistes took the 
stage to perform throughout 
the night, including Sheer-
an, John Legend, Christina 
Aguilera, Demi Lovato and 
Ariana Grande.

Janet Jackson, who received 
the Icon Award, gave her first TV 
performance in nine years and 
delivered a mashup of her hits.

Kendrick Lamar, Bruno 
Mars and Sheeran went into 
the night with 15 nominations 
each in various categories. 

Sheeran took home the 
prize for Top Artist for which 
he was competing with Drake, 
Lamar, Mars and Taylor Swift. 
He also won the Top Male 
Artist award defeating Drake, 
Lamar, Mars and Post Malone.

The Top Female Artist 
went to Swift who won over 

Camila Cabello, who won 
the Billboard Chart Achieve-

ment Award, Cardi B, Halsey and 
Demi Lovato.

Top New Artist award went 
to Khalid while Top Duo/
Group was won by Imagine 
Dragons, the report said.

Bruno Mars was the Top 
R&B Artist along with Top 
R&B Male Artist while SZA 
was the Top R&B Female 
Artist.

Lamar won both Top 
Rap Artist and Top 
Rap Male Artist, 
while Cardi B 
won the Top 
Rap Female 
Artist. Chris 
Stapleton 
was the 
winner of 
Top Coun-
try Artist 

and 

Top 
Coun-
try Male Artist 
while Maren Mor-
ris won the Top 
Country Female 
Artist. 

Florida Georgia Line 
was the winner of Top 
Country Duo/Group Art-
ist defeating Old Domin-
ion and Zac Brown Band.

IANS



Kohima, May 21 (EMN): 
The Kohima Town Club 
(KTC) has informed the 
local players within Kohi-
ma district that the trans-
fer will start from May 21 
to June 21. 
Each club are to register 
minimum 25 players for the 
Kohima Football League 
2018, an update from the 
KTC informed on Monday.
While the players are to 
register with Kohima Dis-
trict Football Association 
(KDFA) and the club are 
also directed to get regis-
tered with KDFA.

For player registration, 
one may contact Kevilebei 
Zashümo and William Koso 
for club registration.

 Kohima Town Club also 
informed the eight par-
ticipating teams/clubs to 
appoint their media officer 
at the earliest.  The media 
office roles will be the mak-
ing profiling of Club history, 
profiling of players, stars 
and upcoming players and 
main part coordinating 
between the club and the 
Kohima Town Club (Organ-
izer) on or before May 31.
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Suresh Raina of the Chennai Superkings batting during match fifty six of the Vivo Indian Premier League 
2018 (IPL 2018) between the Chennai Super Kings and the Kings XI Punjab held at the Maharashtra 
Cricket Association Cricket Stadium.

PTI

Radja Nainggolan

Alvaro morata

Wushu followers demonstrate a routine during the inaugural function of the national coaching course for 
Wushu coaches in Imphal on Monday.

EM Images

11

Pune, May 21 (PTI): Young 
paceman Lungi Ngidi con-
ceded only 10 runs and took 
four wickets before Suresh 
Raina hit a measured 61 as 
Chennai Super Kings elimi-
nated Kings XI Punjab from 
the Indian Premier League 
(IPL) with a five-wicket win, 
a result which sealed Ra-
jasthan Royals’ place in the 
Play-offs, here tonight.

Delhi Daredevils had 
done a favour to Punjab by 
knocking out Mumbai In-
dians with an 11-run win in 
the first match of the day as 
it kept Punjab in the hunt to 
take the last-available spot in 
the Play-offs. 

When Punjab batsmen 
needed to fire in unison, only 
Karun Nair (54) showed stom-
ach for fight with his 26-ball 
knock, which was laced with 
three fours and five sixes.

Na i r ’s  h a l f - c e n t u r y 
helped Kings XI Punjab re-
cover from a poor start and 
post 153 in 19.4 overs but 
they needed to win by at 
least 53 runs to qualify for 
the Play-offs.

It was South African 
paceman Ngidi who trig-
gered a top-order collapse 
as he swung the ball both 
ways to confound the Punjab 
batsmen. He conceded only 
10 runs in his four-over quo-
ta and scalped key players.

CSK needed to win in 
17.3 overs to snatch the top 
spot but they had to be con-
tent with a second-place fin-
ish behind Sunrisers Hydera-
bad as they could overhaul 
the target only in 19.1 overs. 

CSK’s five-wicket win eliminates 
Punjab, sends Royals into Play-offs

Wushu coaching course begins in Imphal

Beits Super Series concludes KTC informs 
players and club  

Morata misses out on Spain World Cup squad

Nainggolan ends Belgium career after World Cup snubThomas and Uber Cup: India hammer 
Australia; Malaysia, Denmark win 

Sharapova on the rise, Svitolina stays put

Deepak Chahar (39 
from 20) shared a crucial 
56-run stand Suresh Rai-
na (68 not out) in Chen-
nai’s win while skipper 
MS Dhoni, who batted 
down the order, scored 
16 off seven balls and 
finished the match with 
a six. 

With the wicket help-
ing seamers, CSK’s chase 
was far from smooth 
with Ankit Rajpoot dis-
missing Faf du Plessis 
(14) and Sam Billings (0) 
in successive balls. This 
was after Mohit Sharma 
had scalped in-form Am-
bati Rayudu (1).

Harbhajan Singh (19) 
was sent up the order 
with a licence to go after 
the bowling. He swung 
his bat wildly but did 
not connect all the time, 
though he found a six 
and two fours.

The wicket was tough 
for aggressive batting 
and working the ball 
around was the best op-
tion. Raina changed his 
approach and started 
rotating the strike even 
as Harbhajan kept at-
tempting big shots.

His struggle ended 
when rival captain R Ash-
win trapped him. MS 

Dhoni delayed his arrival 
at the crease and sent 
Deepak Chahar ahead of 
himself. After getting his 
eye in, Chahar slammed 
Ashwin for two sixes and 
a four before launching 
Axar Patel for a massive 
six. His innings was end-
ed by Ashwin, bringing 
Dhoni at the crease.

The two experienced 
players took the side past 
the finish line. 

CSK and SRH will 
now clash in the Quali-
fier 1 on Tuesday while 
Royals and KKR will lock 
horn in Eliminator on 
Wednesday. 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, May 21 (EMN): 
The first ever five-day 
National Wushu coaching 
course for coaches was 
inaugurated at the Spe-
cial Area Games auditori-
um of Sports Authority of 
India(SAI) at the Khuman 
Lampak Sports Complex 
here on Monday.

The Coaching course 
is being organised un-
der the aegis of Wushu 
Association of India in 
collaboration with SAI at 
National Sports Academy 
and Manipur Olympic 
Hall both located at the 
Khuman Lampak Sports 
Complex from May 21 
to 25.

Altogether around 
120 Wushu coaches rep-
resenting 33 states and 
ser vices from across 
the country are taking 
the National coaching 
course.

“ We’v e  p r o d u c e d 
World and Asian champi-
ons in the junior catego-
ry,” says M Premkumar, a 
wushu coach in Imphal. 
“So we’re targeting to pro-
duce Asian champions 
(including Olympians if 
the game is introduced 
in Olympics) in the senior 
category.”

Manipur has pro-
duced eminent wushu 
players and India’s first 
three Arjuna Awardee in 
Wushu-W Sandhyarani 
(2011), M Bimoljit (2012) 
and Y Sanathoi (2014) in 
this discipline till now.

The five-day national 
coaching course will be 
conducted by Professor 
Zeng Fang of Chinese 
wushu Association led 

five Professors from Chi-
na namely- Li Qiaoling 
of Beijing Sports Uni-
versity, Zhang Xiao Ou 
of Chengdu Institute 
of Physical Education, 
Qin Rancong of Guangxi 
Wushu team and Liang 
Yadong of Wahan Insti-
tute of Physical Educa-
tion.

Youth Affairs  and 
Sports Secretary Bobby 

Waikhom, Regional Di-
rector Francis Marwein 
of SAI North Eastern Re-
gional Centre (NERC) 
Imphal, Registrar Na-
tional Sports University 
K Radhakumar and func-
tionaries of the Wushu 
Association of India, and 
five Wushu experts from 
China and others attend-
ed the formal inaugura-
tion of the seminar.

Dimapur, May 21 (EMN): 
Kenei Miachieo and Teiso 
Khruomo emerged as 
champions of the sec-
ond edition of the Beits 
Super Series (doubles 
event)  after defeating 
Kevizatuo Miachieo and 
Akhrie Mepfuo in the fi-
nal match while Khrieny-
uhu Solo and  Anu Mep-
fuo finished third.

 The champion team 
pocketed a cash prize of 
INR 8000, the runners-up 
and third position teams 
received cash prizes of 
INR 5000 and 3000 re-
spectively. 

A l t o g e t h e r  s e v e n 
teams participated and 
a total of 45 matches 
were played in a span of 
six days in league-cum- 

knock-out format, an up-
date from the organisers 
informed. 

The tournament was 
being held from May 14th 

to the 19 played at Beits 
private indoor stadium 
Periezie, Kohima.

       Khriehu Lieziet-
su MLA graced the final 
match and gave away the 
prizes to the winners.

Tubize, Belgium, May 21 
(Reuters): Radja Nainggo-
lan ended his international 
career on Monday after 
Belgium coach Roberto 
Martinez left the AS Roma 
midfielder out of his squad 
for next month’s World Cup 
in Russia.

Despite past clashes 
over discipline, Martinez in-
sisted he took what he knew 
was an unpopular decision 
for the good of the team.

“Very reluctantly my 
international career comes 
to an end,” the 29-year-
old Nainggolan wrote in 
English on Instagram an 
hour after Martinez made 
public a decision which he 
had broken to the player 
in person the night before 
in Rome.

Martinez said his offen-
sive strategy since he took 
over following the team’s 
Euro 2016 disappointment 
no longer offered a role to 
Nainggolan, despite his 
huge part in Roma’s charge 
to the Champions League 
semi-finals this year.

“I’ve always done eve-
rything I could to represent 
my country. Being yourself 
can be bothering” he said.

Martinez, who also 
sprung a surprise by not 
naming his final 23-man 
squad, declined to give 
details of what he called 
an “honest” talk with the 

player, who cemented his 
popularity among fans at 
Euro 2016 where Belgium 
reached the quarter-finals.

But his decision was 
tactical.

“We know that Radja 
has a very important role 
in his club and we cannot 
give him that role in our 
squad,” Martinez told a 
news conference.

Contrary to expecta-
tions, Martinez listed 28 
players on Monday. These 
will be whittled down to 
the final 23 for Russia on 
June 4, two days after a 

friendly against fellow 
World Cup finalists Portu-
gal in Brussels.

Giving himself an extra 
couple of weeks until FIFA’s 
last squad deadline would 
give the likes of experi-
enced Barcelona defender 
Thomas Vermaelen time to 
prove his fitness.

Third in the world rank-
ings and hungry for the 
success that has eluded 
them despite boasting 
some of Europe’s most 
gifted players, England’s 
Group G opponents head 
to Russia with Premier 

League stars including 
Chelsea forward Eden Haz-
ard and midfielder Kevin 
De Bruyne from champi-
ons Manchester City.

Manchester United 
striker Romelu Lukaku 
also makes the preliminary 
squad despite recent injury 
issues, along with 32-year-
old Manchester City skip-
per Vincent Kompany in 
defence.

Among fresher faces 
given a chance are winger 
Adnan Januzaj from Real 
Sociedad and 21-year-old 
Monaco midfielder Youri 

Bangkok, May 21 (IANS): 
After going down to Canada 
in their opening match, the 
India women’s badminton 
team came all guns blazing 
on Monday to thrash Australia 
4-1 in the second group match 
of the Thomas and Uber Cup 
here on Monday.

w Barring the women’s 
doubles match, the Indi-
an team led by ace shuttler 
Saina Nehwal won all their 
matches.

Saina kicked off the pro-
ceedings with a straight game 
win over Hsuan-Yu Wendy 
Chen. She outclassed her op-
ponent 21-14, 21-19 in the 
35-minute opening match, 
and provide India a 1-0 lead.

However, Australia equal-
ised the issue in the wom-
en’s doubles affair as Gro-
nya Somerville and Renuga 
Veeran defeated Meghana 
Jakkampudi and Poorvisha S 
Ram 21-13, 21-16 within half 
an hour.

In an another women’s 
singles match, Vaishnavi Red-
dy Jakka bought back India in 
the contest as she hammered 
Jennifer Tam 21-17, 21-13.

Later, another women’s 
pair comprising Sanyogita 
Ghorpade and Prajakta Sa-
want extended India’s lead by 
beating Louisa Ma and Ann-
Louise Slee 21-19, 21-11 in the 
second doubles match.

Tielemans.
The 28-man provision-

al squad is:
Goalkeepers: Thibaut 

Courtois (Chelsea), Simon 
Mignolet (Liverpool), Koen 
Casteels (VfL Wolfsburg), 
Matz Sels (Newcastle Unit-
ed).

Defenders: Toby Alder-
weireld (Tottenham), Chris-
tian Kabasele (Watford), 
Jordan Lukaku (Lazio), 
Thomas Meunier (Paris 
Saint-Germain), Thomas 
Vermaelen (Barcelona), 
Jan Vertonghen (Totten-
ham), Laurent Ciman (Los 
Angeles), Dedryck Boyata 
(Celtic), Vincent Kompany 
(Manchester City)

Midfielders: Marouane 
Fellaini (Manchester Unit-
ed), Axel Witsel (Tianjin 
Taida), Kevin De Bruyne 
(Manchester City), Eden 
Hazard (Chelsea), Nacer 
Chadli (West Bromwich Al-
bion), Leander Dendoncker 
(Anderlecht), Thorgan Haz-
ard (Borussia Moencheng-
ladbach), Adnan Januzaj 
(Real Sociedad), Youri Tiele-
mans (Monaco)

Forwards:  Moussa 
Dembele (Celtic), Michy 
Batshuayi (Chelsea/Dort-
mund), Christian Benteke 
(Crystal Palace), Yannick 
Carrasco (Atletico Madrid), 
Romelu Lukaku (Manches-
ter United), Dries Mertens 
(Napoli)

Paris, May 21 (PTI/AFP): Maria 
Sharapova’s run to the Italian Open 
semi-finals has earned her an 
11-place jump to 29th in the latest 
WTA rankings today. While Shara-
pova was moving up the charts Elina 
Svitolina remained at number four 

despite her successful title defence in 
Rome. Beaten finalist Simona Halep 
retains her number one spot with 
Caroline Wozniacki in second and 
Garbine Muguruza in third.

For Sharapova, this latest jump 
came after her 12-rung climb follow-

ing her progress to the quarter-finals 
in Madrid the week before.

The Russian former world 
number one and five time Grand 
Slam champion is hitting her stride 
just at the right time with the French 
.Open starting next Monday.

Madrid, May 21 (PTI/
AFP): Chelsea striker Al-
varo Morata was left out of 
Spain’s World Cup squad, 
announced on Monday.

Morata paid the price 
for a disappointing de-
but season in the Premier 
League as Spain coach Ju-
len Lopetegui picked Iago 
Aspas and Rodrigo Moreno 
up front, along with Atleti-
co Madrid’s Diego Costa.

“The decision is always 
difficult because of the tal-
ent of the players we have,” 
Lopetegui said.

“We have opted for 
three other players who 
had different assets and 
including four players up 
front was not something 
we wanted to do.”

Two more Chelsea 
players also missed out as 
Marcos Alonso and Cesc 
Fabregas were not includ-
ed in the 23-man group.

Morata’s absence was 
the stand-out decision, 
however, even if it was not 
an entirely surprising one 
given the 25-year-old’s dra-
matic dip in form.

After scoring seven 
goals in his first seven 
games for Chelsea, a back 
injury seemed to affect his 

confidence. Morata has 
scored only three times in 
22 games since the turn of 
the year.

“I’ve talked to the play-
ers I had to talk to,” Lo-
petegui said. “I’m not going 
to name anybody, but there 
are players who had to find 
out from me that they were 

not going to be on the list.”
In contrast, Aspas and 

Moreno have been in ex-
cellent form for Celta Vigo 
and Valencia respectively, 
with Aspas the top Span-
ish scorer in La Liga on 22 
goals. Costa is expected to 
start when Spain open up 
against Portugal in Group B 

on June 15 but Aspas, with 
his speed and direct run-
ning, remains an attractive 
option.

Alonso only made his 
debut in a friendly against 
Argentina in March and 
lost out to Arsenal’s Na-
cho Monreal. Fabregas fell 
behind Spain’s impressive 
wealth of options in mid-
field, which will include 
Sergio Busquets, Saul Nigu-
ez, Koke, Thiago Alcantara, 
Andres Iniesta, David Silva, 
Isco, Marco Asensio and 
Lucas Vazquez.

Manchester United’s 
David de Gea was included 
as expected, along with fel-
low goalkeepers Pepe Rei-
na and Kepa Arrizabalaga.

Chelsea defender Ce-
sar Azpilicueta did make 
it in, as did Monreal. Dani 
Carvajal, Alvaro Odriozola, 
Gerard Pique, Sergio Ra-
mos, Nacho and Jordi Alba 
complete Spain’s group of 
defenders.

“I ’v e  h a d  s e v e r a l 
doubts, making a list of 23 
is very difficult,” Lopetegui 
said. “But we have decided 
this was the most balanced 
decision and the one we 
think will help us most at 
the World Cup.”

19-year-old Anura 
Prabhudesai finally 
sealed the issue for India 
4-1 as she got the better 
of Zecily Fung 21-6, 21-7 
in just 18 minutes.

India will now face 
top seeds from Japan on 
Wednesday.

In other clashes of 
the day, Japan’s wom-
en and Malaysia’s and 
China’s men’s teams all 
secured 5-0 victories 
in the tournament, re-
ported Efe.

Japan’s women re-
peated the dominat-
ing scoreline from their 
opening win against 
Australia on Sunday, 

as their Canadian oppo-
nents barely laid a glove 
on them.

Nzonomi Okuhara had 
the toughest outing as she 
dispatched Michelle Li 21-
16, 21-17, while the other 
four matches, two singles 
and two doubles, were 
far more routine for the 
Japanese.

Malaysia’s men won 
their first game in Group 
D at the Cup, in similarly 
dominating fashion, see-
ing off Russia with a mini-
mum of fuss.

The first of the two 
doubles matches was a 
relatively close affair, as the 
Malaysians ran out 21-18, 
21-19 winners.

Elsewhere in Group 
D, Denmark opened their 
campaign with a crushing 
5-0 defeat of Algeria, in a 
match in which no game 
lasted more than half an 
hour.

China’s Women fol-
lowed up their male coun-
terparts’ Sunday scoreline 
against Australia, defeat-
ing France’s women in 
five, with the respective 
Men’s line-ups slated for 
the evening session on 
Monday.

The BWF Thomas & 
Uber Cup in Bangkok runs 
until May 27.



Lisbon, May 21 (Reuters) 
: Love him or loathe him, 
there is no denying that 
Cristiano Ronaldo has 
had a profound effect on 
Portugal’s national team 
since making his debut 
against Kazakhstan in 
August 2003.

The Madeira-born 
forward is their captain, 
free kick and penalty tak-
er, most-capped player 
and all-time leading 
scorer with 81 goals in 
149 appearances.

In his 15 years of in-
ternational football, he 
has helped Portugal to 
one European champi-
onship title, a runners-
up spot, a semi-final and 
a World Cup semi-final 
— a record which puts 
many bigger nations to 
shame.

Ronaldo has scored 
for his country in seven 
major tournaments in 

a row — the last three 
World Cups and last four 
European champion-
ships.

Even at 33, he was 
Portugal’s leading scorer 
in the qualifying cam-
paign for Russia with 15 
goals.

Funchal’s  a irpor t 
is named after him al-
t h o u g h  t h e  n a m i n g 
ceremony last year was 
somewhat overshad-
owed by the unveiling 
of a statue of Ronaldo 
which was ridiculed on 
social media.

Dozens of sponsor-
ship deals, where he 
has endorsed every-
thing from fragrances 
to watches and clothes 
to a steel manufacturer, 
have turned him into 
one of the world’s richest 
sportsmen.

Always immaculately 
groomed, the five-times 
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Iniesta and Torres depart 
Barcelona and Atletico in style

Nadal back at number one ahead 
of bid for 11th French Open crown

Lionel Messi wins 5th Golden Shoe

Like him or not, Ronaldo is still indispensable for Portugal

Curry silences critics as Warriors rout Rockets

Andrés Iniesta is thrown in the air by team-mates after positively his final game for Barcelona.

Spain's Rafael Nadal, left, poses with Germany's Alexander Zverev after the final match of the 
Italian Open tennis tournament, in Rome. Nadal won 6-1, 1-6, 6-3.

AP/PTI

Former Barcelona midfielder Xavi (L) and Lionel Messi 

Stephen Curry of the Golden State Warriors takes a shot against 
the Houston Rockets during game three of the Western Conference 
Finals. 

Christiano Ronaldo

Madrid, May 21 (AFP): 
Two Spanish giants bid 
farewell to their boyhood 
clubs on Sunday as Andres 
Iniesta waved goodbye to 
Barcelona and Fernando 
Torres went out with a 
bang at Aletico Madrid.

Torres scored twice on 
his final appearance for At-
letico, even if a Lucas Her-
nandez red card helped 
Eibar claim a 2-2 draw on 
the last day of the La Liga 
season.

Iniesta's 22-year as-
sociation with Barcelona, 
meanwhile, ended with 
a victory as the player 
marked out as the Span-
iard's successor, Philippe 
Coutinho, proved the dif-
ference in a 1-0 win over 
Real Sociedad.

With a tear in his eye, 
Iniesta walked off to a 
standing ovation from the 

Camp Nou in the second 
half, having unfastened 
his captain's armband and 
handed it to Lionel Messi.

He hugged the Argen-
tinian and then embraced 
the rest of his colleagues. 
The 34-year-old clapped 
at the crowd, blew them a 
kiss, before exhaling and 
ducking into the dug-out.

An extravagent post-
match ceremony followed, 
celebratng both Iniesta 
and the winning of La Liga 
and the Copa del Rey. Bar-
ca's players returned to 
the pitch all wearing shirts 
with Iniesta's name on 
their backs.

"It is a difficult day," 
Iniesta said in a speech 
to the crowd. "But it has 
been a wonderful 22 years. 
It has been a privilege and 
a pleasure to defend and 
represent this club, for 

me the best in the world. 
I will keep you in my heart 
forever."

Barca's players then 
huddled beneath Iniesta 
and tossed him into the air.

"I feel privileged," 
coach Ernesto Valverde 
said. "Just as they all do to 
have been a part of it. He 
is a unique, unrepeatable 
player. There is none like 
him."

After 22 years at the 
club and 16 in the first 
team, Iniesta's 674 ap-
pearances for Barcelona 
is bettered only by Xavi 
Hernandez, who was also 
on the pitch before kick-off 
to join in the tributes.

Real Sociedad wel-
comed Iniesta with a guard 
of honour while the crowd 
formed an impressive mo-
saic to spell out 'Infinit 
Iniesta' on the two sides 

of the stadium, with an 
infinity symbol, doubling 
up as number eights, at 
the ends.

A giant flag behind one 
of the goals read 'Gracies 
Per Tant', 'thank you for so 
much'.

Torres' swansong was 
less emotional, perhaps 
because his fairytale end-
ing had already arrived on 
Wednesday, when he lifted 
his first Atleti trophy after 
the Europa League final 
against Marseille.

But his double against 
Eibar added some extra 
sparkle in front of his own 
supporters, who stayed 
on after the final whistle 
to watch the team form 
another guard of honour 
as the striker left the pitch.

On his 404th appear-
ance for Atletico, Torres' 
goals were his 128th and 

Rome, May 21 (Reuters): 
Rafa Nadal returned to 
the top of the world rank-
ings on Monday after 
winning his eighth Italian 
Open title at the weekend 
to confirm once more his 
status as the king of the 
clay court.

Sunday’s 6-1 1-6 6-3 
victory over German Al-
exander Zverev on the 
Rome dirt ensured the 
31-year-old would leap-
frog Roger Federer and 
become world number 
one for a sixth time ahead 
of the French Open.

If the rankings were 
based solely on claycourt 
play, however, the Span-
iard would rarely have 
left the pinnacle in the 
13 years since he won the 
first of his 10 Roland Gar-
ros crowns.

With Federer skipping 
the claycourt season and 
top seeding long assured, 
Nadal will head to Paris 

next week a strong fa-
vourite to get his hands 
on the Coupe des Mous-
quetaires for a record-
extending 11th time.

“Everything will be 
different in Paris,” Nadal 
said somewhat disingen-
uously after his victory at 
the Foro Italico.

“Of course a win like 
this helps but in Paris the 
conditions will be dif-
ferent in every respect. 
Today is the time to en-
joy this victory, not for 
thinking about Roland 
Garros.”

Despite losing his first 
service game on Sun-
day, Nadal removed any 
doubts over his fitness 
and form for the year’s 
second major  in the 
opening set.

“I played one of the 
best sets that I played 
on clay this year. First 
set was fantastic, in my 
opinion, in terms of ev-

erything,” he added.
“Feeling, good shots, 

tactically — everything 
was, in my opinion great 
in the first set, no. Re-
turning great. All the 
things that I wanted to 
do happened. So, it was a 
great set.”

Zverev, who had won 
back-to-back claycourt 
titles over the previous 
two weeks in Munich 
and Madrid, hit back to 
win the second set but a 
rain delay disrupted his 
rhythm and Nadal reeled 
off the last five games to 
seal his 78th career title.

The 21-year-old Ger-
man will be second seed 
at Roland Garros and 
he took some positives 
from his performance in 
Rome. “I was not far away 
from beating Rafa on a 
clay court in a Masters 
final,” he said.

“So I guess I can take 
that to Paris.”

Madrid, May 21 (IANS): 
Barcelona striker Lionel 
Messi has won his fifth 
European Golden Shoe 
after his team beat Real 
Sociedad 1-0 in its final La 
Liga Santander match of 
the season. The Argentine 
player won the award 
with 34 goals, for a total 
of 68 points during the 
2017-2018 season, Efe 
news reported on Sun-
day. Messi also won the 
award last year, as well as 

in 2010, 2012 and 2013, 
and is the only player to 
do so five times.

It  is  worth noting 
that the award is given 
based on a points sys-
tem, in which goals by the 
German, Spanish, Eng-
lish, Italian and French 
leagues account for two 
points each, while scores 
by Austr ia,  Belgium, 
Czech Republic, Croatia, 
Scotland, Greece, Neth-
erlands, Israel, Norway, 

Poland, Portugal, Rus-
sia, Serbia, Switzerland, 
Turkey and Ukraine are 
worth 1.5 points.

Goals by any other 
European league are 
awarded only one point.

Trailing Messi in the 
standings for the Golden 
Shoe was Liverpool's Mo-
hamed Salah - with 32 
goals and 68 points - and 
Tottenham's Harry Kane, 
with 30 scores, accruing a 
total of 60 points.

Oakland, May 21 (AFP): 
Stephen Curry silenced 
his critics with a 35-point 
display as the Golden 
State Warriors thrashed 
the Houston Rockets 
126-85 to take a 2-1 
series lead in the NBA 
Western Conference fi-
nals on Sunday.

Curry, targeted re-
lentlessly by Houston as 
the Rockets levelled the 
series in game two, over-
came a sluggish first-half 
display to lead a Warriors 
blowout in game three.

The two-time NBA 
Most Valuable Player 
exploded for 18 points 
alone in a devastating 
spurt of scoring in the 
third quarter that took 
the game away from 
Houston.

The reigning cham-
pion Warriors now have 
the opportunity to take 
a commanding 3-1 lead 
with a further victory in 
front of their home fans 
in game four on Tuesday 
as they chase a fourth 
straight NBA finals ap-
pearance.

Curry was relieved to 

129th for the club, com-
ing 17 years after his first, 
scored against Albacete 
in the Segunda Division 
in 2001.

"I thank the whole 
Atletico family," Torres 
said afterwards. "I knew 
I wanted to play here and 
it has been an honour 
and a privilege to wear 
this shirt more than 400 
times. You have made 
me the happiest person 
in the world."

Torres, like Iniesta, 
has yet to declare his next 
move but this display -- 
speedy, sharp and clinical 
-- will have caught the eye 
of any interested parties.

He had walked out be-
fore kick-off, with his three 
children, through a cor-
ridor formed by the Eibar 
players as Atletico's fans 
displayed the words, 'De 
Nino A Leyenda', meaning 
'from a kid to a legend'.

Outside the ground, 
fans had posed for pho-
tos next to life-size Torres 
cut-outs and peered at 
message boards, detailing 
the player's greatest mo-
ments.

This, after all, was a 
boyhood Atletico fan, who 
first watched his team 
with his grandfather as a 
child, and who, when he 
returned to the club for 
a second spell in 2015, 
drew a crowd of more than 
40,000 just for his presen-
tation.

Atletico coach Diego 
Simeone predicted Torres 
will one day be back again.

"His return was some-
thing I'd never seen before 
and today's farewell was 
equal to that," Simeone 
said. "I have no doubt he 
will return to the Atletico, 
maybe we will meet again 
at some point. A life in 
football is very long."

have rediscovered his 
scoring touch, even if 
he had been unfazed by 
the criticism of his game 
two performance.

"That's what I ex-
pected to do," Curry 
said afterwards. "My ap-
proach to every game is 
the same -- you don't get 
too high on the highs, or 
too low on the lows.

"I'm just thankful I 
managed to hit some 
shots tonight, eventu-
ally. But there's a long 
way to go. I'm just going 
to stay focused on that."

Warriors coach Steve 
Kerr meanwhile said 
he had never doubted 
Curry even after a shaky 
first half display.

"We've seen this so 
many times with Steph," 
Kerr said. "All it takes is 
one. I was never con-
cerned. This guy's a 
two-time MVP and he 
bounces back from bad 
games as well as any-
body I've ever seen. It 
didn't surprise me."
- 'They gave us a hay-
maker' -

The win was a record 

16th straight playoff vic-
tory at home for the 
Warriors at Oracle Are-
na. Perhaps more sig-
nificantly, the 41-point 
margin of defeat was 
Houston's heaviest in a 
playoff game.

Rockets coach Mike 
D'Antoni admitted his 
team had been battered 
--  but insisted they 
could recover.

"They gave us a hay-
maker and we went 
down," D'Antoni said. 
"We've got short memo-
ries, it's 2-1. We've got to 
get one up here and this 
next one we've got to go 
get it.

"We played soft, ac-
tually, and you can't do 
that with these guys."

As well as Curry, ev-
ery other Warriors start-
er made double figures, 
with Kevin Durant fin-
ishing with 25 points 
and Klay Thompson 13.

Rockets star James 
Harden meanwhile was 
kept relatively quiet, 
with 20 points, while 
Chris Paul finished with 
13.

World Player of the Year 
likes nothing more than to 
celebrate a goal by lifting 
up his shirt to show off his 
rippling muscles.

He is usually last to 
go in a penalty shootout 
— which allowed him to 
score the winning kick for 
Real Madrid in the 2016 
Champions League final 
but meant he missed out 
altogether in the Euro 2012 
semi-final against Spain 
who won before his turn 
came.

There is sometimes a 
sense that Ronaldo is both 
the problem and the solu-
tion for Portugal.

Although his goals have 
rescued them on numer-
ous occasions, there is of-
ten a feeling that his team 
would not have got into 
trouble in the first place 
if he had not insisted on 
taking, and wasting, every 
free kick.

He has taken more than 
40 free kicks at major tour-
naments without convert-
ing and television pictures 
often show him remon-
strating angrily with his 
younger team mates when 
the ball does not reach 
him.

Few in Portugal will 
say a bad word about him 
though. When Ronaldo was 
carried off on a stretcher 
early in the Euro 2016 final 
against France — with a 
moth adding insult to inju-
ry by landing on his head — 
it seemed he was about to 
be denied the achievement 
he craved the most.

But with Ronaldo urging 
his team mates on from the 
touch-line, almost upstag-
ing coach Fernando Santos, 
Portugal defied the odds to 
win the final 1-0.

And it  was Ronaldo 
who was the first to put his 
hands on the trophy.


