
BJP President Amit Shah with chief ministers Sarbananda Sonowal of Assam, Neiphiu Rio of Nagaland and N Biren Singh of Manipur at the 
3rd conclave of North East Democratic Alliance (NEDA) meeting in Guwahati on Sunday.
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 24° 18°

Agartala 31° 24°

Gangtok 24° 14°

Guwahati 33° 22°

Imphal 28° 17°

Itanagar 30° 20°

Shillong 21° 15°

Delhi 42° 27°

Kolkata 36° 26°

Chennai 38° 29°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 24° 18°
DIMAPUR 33° 22°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 5mm 90%
DIMAPUR 4mm 94%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
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Learn from yesterday, 
live for today, hope 
for tomorrow. The 

important thing is not 
to stop questioning.

~ Albert Einstein
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Brazil is ready to win World 
Cup, says Cafu  |  P12

Kumaraswamy dismisses 
reports of JD working out 

power-sharing formula |  P8

Dimapur, May 20 (EMN): The chief 
minister of Nagaland, Neiphiu 
Rio on Sunday said although the 
Northeast states have ‘different 
background, history and culture’ 
the region still constitutes one 
entity; and unless the states learn 
to co-exist, the region will ‘face 
problems’. 

According to press release 
from the media cell of the chief 
minister’s office, Rio shared this 
statement while addressing the 
third conclave of the North East 
Democratic Alliance (NEDA) at 
the Srimanta Sankaradeva Inter-
national Auditorium in Guwahati. 

While lauding Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and the BJP-led 
NDA government’s ‘sincerity to-
wards the Naga peace process’, 
he expressed optimism that the 
issue would be resolved soon. “In 
this, I seek the support of our sister 
north-eastern states and I assure 
you that Nagas do not mean to 
go against any state or any people 
but instead I hope that settlement 
brings us more unity and oneness 
and we will see that you are not de-
prived. The apprehensions which 
you fear will be mutually agreed 
upon so that we will co-exist in har-
mony,” he was quoted as saying.

On the contentious issue of 
inter-state border, Rio recognised 
the fact that there was a prolonged 
border issue with neighbouring 
states, particularly Assam, against 
which there was a long-pending 
case in the Supreme Court. “I was 
very happy the other day when 

Meghan Markle promises more 
time for Indian charity  |  P10

Imported medicine ase...You 
take it in winter to warm up your 

body and in summer to cool it 
down.

Mirror Takes

~ Arien

Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma told me 
that the Hon’ble Chief Minister of As-
sam, Sarbananda Sonowal and we all 
should start talking and we should find 
an amicable settlement to our border 
issues. I fully support this and I feel 
that our neighbouring states should 
all come together to solve these issues 
because there are small things that can 
keep us divided for long time to come.”

Rio also highlighted the plight 
of air connectivity in Nagaland and, 
while appreciating the UDAN scheme, 
appealed to the government of India to 
expedite its implementation to boost 
regional air inter-connectivity. 

Stating that it was very hard to trav-
el to neighbouring states especially by 
road, Rio also rued the fact that there is 

only one route connecting Dimapur to 
Delhi via Kolkata. Therefore, it was im-
portant to connect the north-eastern 
states with each other, Rio added.

He lauded the national president 
of Bharatiya Janata Party, Amit Shah 
for setting up NEDA. According to Rio, 
NEDA was the right platform for lead-
ers of the region to sit together and 
work for common interests. “We look 
forward to working together with the 
sister states.” 

He also appreciated the BJP for 
‘taking all smaller parties on board and 
treating them as equal stakeholders 
saying this was real democracy’. Rio 
further suggesting the idea of having a 
working group that could meet ‘more 
often’.  

Rio thanked Modi, Shah, the rank 
and file of BJP, the Nagaland state unit 
of BJP and all the alliance partners for 
supporting the NDPP and ‘becoming 
a part of the NEDA family as its new-
est member’. He expressed hope that 
the BJP and alliance parties would 
continue to provide guidance and 
support to the NDPP. “Today, with the 
support and cooperation of the NDA 
government at the centre and the 
NEDA, we have a strong and stable 
government and we will continue to 
serve the people with utmost sincer-
ity,” he added.

A host of ministers and advisors led 
by the chief minister and the deputy 
chief minister Y Patton from Nagaland 
attended the conclave. 

New Delhi, May 20 (PTI): The kind of 
intimacy experienced while writing by 
hand is amiss in a typewriter or a laptop, 
says celebrated author Ruskin Bond, 
who also believes that the good-old style 
is mentally satisfying.

One of India's most-loved and re-
vered authors, Bond, who turned 84 
yesterday, is still churning out thousands 
of words even before breakfast every day.

In a new book "Stumbling Through 
Life", the writer also reveals why he is 
enamoured by the ballpoint pen instead 
of a fountain pen, which found favour 
with legends such as Charles Dickens, 
Rudyard Kipling, Rabindranath Tagore 
and Munshi Premchand.

Bond says over the many, many 
years he has done most of his writing 
by hand and only occasionally resorted 
to a typewriter. He recalls that as a boy 
he even took lessons for shorthand and 
typing but soon these forms of writing 
turned obsolete.

"My great-grandson's laptop looks 
as though it may also be obsolete very 
shortly," says the author, who lives in the 
hills of Landour, near Mussoorie. Even 
now the octogenarian's writing hand is 
legible and he can put down a thousand 
words before breakfast without any 
difficulty, crediting it to his consistent 
practice of wielding a pen or pencil all 
these years.

"There is something about putting 
pen to paper that is physically as well 
as mentally satisfying. There is a certain 
sensuous intimacy about this connec-
tion, an intimacy that is absent from any 
form of writing.

"Maybe it's the texture and touch of 
the paper, the flow of ink, the movement 
of the pen, the connection of all three 
with the human hand and the hand's 
connection with the mind of the writer. 
It all amounts to the power of the pen," 
says Bond, whose award-winning debut 
"The Room On The Roof" was published 
60 years ago.

But writing by hand does not mean 
that Bond, fondly called 'Rusty' by his 

fans, would use any pen or pencil that 
comes handy. He says people often gift 
him fountain pens, unaware that for him 
they are a "formidable form of technol-
ogy", designed with the express purpose 
of "tormenting" him.

"Being one of the most clumsiest 
humans on earth, I am unable to full or 
refill or empty a fountain pen of its ink 
without getting the said ink, black, blue 
or blue-black, all over my hands or on 
to my coat-sleeves or shirt front. I will 
then soil a good handkerchief trying to 
wipe myself clean," confesses the octo-
genarian.

On one occasion, unable to locate 
a handkerchief, he reached out for the 

nearest piece of cloth, only to realise (too 
late) that it was a lady's dupatta. "That's 
one way of how to lose friends and fail to 
influence people," he quips.

And that is why it is the good old 
ballpoint which would be the pen for 
him. "It doesn't make a mess and it can 
be thrown away when its usefulness is 
over. There is no bottle of ink waiting to 
be tipped over on to my writing pad," 
he says.

"Stumbling Through Life", by Rupa 
Publications, is an anthology of Bond's 
essays and writings, including some 
unpublished ones, which give an insight 
into the his remarkable journey as a 
writer. 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, May 20 (EMN): Na-
galand has recorded a total 
23,163 HIV and AIDS cases 
from 1999 till March 2018, 
out of which, 1521 persons 
have lost their lives to the 
disease. 16,983 PLHIV have 
registered for antiretroviral 
therapy (ART) till March 
2018, and while 11,444 have 
started ART, 7290 PLHIV 
who are on ART need regu-
lar medication and moni-
toring tests.

This was revealed by 
the Access to Rights and 
Knowledge (ARK) Founda-
tion, a social action group, 
during an event marking 
the 35th International AIDS 
Candlelight Memorial at the 
RHFPC Satellite Centre in 

Guwahati, May 20 (IANS): BJP national 
President Amit Shah on Sunday said the 
northeast will be 'Congress-mukt' (Con-
gress free) after the Mizoram election, 
scheduled for the year-end.

"In the northeast, we first won elec-
tions in Assam, then Manipur followed 
by Tripura, where the people have given 
us a thumping mandate," he said here, 
addressing the third conclave of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party-led political plat-
form, North East Democratic Alliance 
(NEDA).

"In Nagaland and Meghalaya, con-
stituents of NEDA are in power with sup-
port from the BJP," he said, adding that 
Mizoram will also become 'Congress 
mukt' after the polls. After Mizoram, 
which is going to polls end of this year, 
all the eight Chief Ministers of northeast 
will be sitting here together."

He said NEDA, which was formed 
in 2016 after the BJP's landslide vic-
tory in Assam, is not merely a political 
platform but a geo-political one which 
aims to develop the northeast. "Earlier, 
the northeastern states were known for 
corruption. Now due to the presence 
of NEDA governments, the states have 
gone beyond 'briefcase politics' and are 
achieving new milestones in terms of 
development."

Slamming the Congress regime in 
the region, Shah said all the Congress 
Chief Ministers have bungalows in cit-
ies like Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru and 
others. "So where does the money come 

from? It is taken away from develop-
mental funds meant for the poor. The 
BJP government has ensured that every 
paisa sanctioned by the Centre reaches 
the people."

Representatives of seven northeast-
ern states including Chief Ministers, 
Deputy Chief Ministers, MLAs, MPs and 
other members of the NEDA constitu-
ents participated in the conclave.

Prominent among those present 
were Chief Ministers Sarbananda 
Sonowal (Assam), Conrad Sangma 
(Meghalaya), Pema Khandu (Arunachal 
Pradesh), N. Biren Singh (Manipur), 
Neiphiu Rio (Nagaland), Biplab Kumar 
Deb (Tripura) and others. Sikkim Chief 
Minister Pawan Kumar Chamling could 
not attend the meet.

Shah's visit came amid protests 
by the Krishak Mukti Sangram Samiti 
(KMSS), a farmers' body, opposing the 
Citizenship (Amendment) Bill 2016.

The KMSS leaders and supporters, 
who had appealed to the people to 
hoist black flags on houses and build-
ings, public places and vehicles, also 
protested near the Srimanta Sankardeva 
Kalakshetra where the conclave took 
place. Police arrested KMSS leader Akhil 
Gogoi but released him later.

Shah said that NEDA will soon have 
a regional office in Guwahati and that 
efforts are also on to set up its youth 
and women's wing. "The youths of the 
northeastern states are looking at NEDA 
with hope," he said

New Delhi, May 20 (PTI): 
Petrol price today touched 
a record high of Rs 76.24 
per litre and diesel climbed 
to its highest ever level of Rs 
67.57 as the oil PSUs passed 
on four weeks of relent-
less rise in international oil 
prices to consumers.

Petrol price today in-
creased by 33 paisa a litre 
in Delhi -- the highest since 
the daily price revision 
came into force in mid-June 
2017, and diesel by 26 paisa, 
according to price notifica-
tion issued by state-owned 
oil firms. Rates vary from 
state to state depending on 
the incidence of local sales 
tax or VAT. Prices in Delhi 
are the cheapest in all met-
ros and most state capitals.

With this increase, 
petrol has touched an all 
time-high, breaching the 
previous high of Rs 76.06 
touched in Delhi on Sep-

tember 14, 2013. Diesel 
rates are also at the all-time 
high level.

This is the seventh 
straight day of price in-
crease since oil PSUs on 
May 14 resumed daily price 
revision after a 19-day pre-
Karnataka poll hiatus. In all, 
petrol price has been raised 
by Rs 1.61 a litre and diesel 
by 1.64 in last one week.

In India, petrol is the 
costliest in Mumbai where 
high local taxes has led a 
price of Rs 84.07 per litre. 
Petrol has breached Rs 80 
mark in Bhopal (Rs 81.83 
a litre), Patna (Rs 81.73), 
Hyderabad (Rs 80.76) and 
Srinagar (Rs 80.35), accord-
ing to the price notification.

Petrol in Kolkatta costs 
Rs 78.91 per litre while it is 
priced at Rs 79.13 in Chen-
nai. The cheapest petrol is 
available in Panjim where a 
litre comes for Rs 70.26.

‘Maybe it's the texture and touch of the paper, the flow of ink, the movement of the pen, the connection 
of all three with the human hand and the hand's connection with the mind of the writer’

Kohima on May 20. Held on the third 
Sunday of May every year, the event, 
coordinated by the Global Network 
of People living with HIV, is one of 
the world’s oldest and largest grass-
roots mobilisation campaigns for HIV 
awareness in the world involving a co-
alition of over 1000 community organ-
isations in 115 countries. The occasion 
serves as an important intervention for 
global solidarity, breaking down barri-
ers of stigma and discrimination, and 
giving hope to new generations.

Speaking at the event in Kohima, 
ARK Foundation president Ketholelie 
expressed serious concern over the 
increasing number of new HIV infec-
tions in the state and underscored 
the need to revamp the ‘approach 
strategy’. 

He said the response approach 
has to shift focus towards prevent-
ing new infection among the youth 
population (25-35 age group) which 
currently constitutes 41% and also on 
preventing the ANC and sexual route 
of transmission in the state, which 
attributes to 91% of the total mode of 
HIV transmission in Nagaland. 

With 23,163 cases in two decades 
and the adult prevalence rate standing 
at 0.76% against the national 0.25% 
as of December 2017, the state can-
not claim to have done a good job in 
checking the epidemic, he stated. 

Ketholelie pointed out that there 
were challenges in regard to ARV short-
age such as stock outs, breakdown of 
CD4 machines and the absence of a 
viral load machine in the state.

 “TB is the most common infection 
of the AIDS stage and is therefore the 
killer rather than HIV. So to win the 
battle over AIDS, we cannot continue 
to have a lukewarm approach towards 

TB. The working relation and partner-
ship has to start between NSACS and 
RNTCP and the NGOs working on 
AIDS while similar approach has to 
be formulated with the health depart-
ment for viral hepatitis for treatment 
of HIV and Hepatitis co-infections,” 
he stated.

‘Time for chief minister to convene 
AIDS Council sitting’
The ARK Foundation has urged the 
chief minister to convene a sitting of 
the State AIDS Council. It was learnt 
that the council, which is headed by 
the state chief minister, has not had 
a single meeting in the last five years.

Besides the Nagaland State AIDS 
Control Society (NSACS), HE POINT-
ED OUT, another entity which could 
play a major role was the Legislators’ 
Forum on AIDS (LFA). He maintained 
that LFA needed to be reactivated and 
the policymakers have to be more ag-
gressive on the subject. “When there 
is a massive need for combating AIDS, 
political will cannot be only confined 
to INR 1 lakh contribution (from 
legislators) and remaining silent on 
the whole issue throughout the year,” 
Ketholelie said, urging the NSACS 
and LFA to pull up their socks and get 
policymakers to recommit themselves 
towards preventing further AIDS re-
lated deaths.

Network of Nagaland Drugs and 
AIDS Organisation (NNaga-DAO) 
president Abou Mere spoke on the 
event’s theme ‘Reflecting on our past, 
Preparing for our future’ and reminded 
the gathering of how IDUs and PLHIV 
struggled during the 1990s. He recalled 
when the first HIV case was diagnosed 
in Nagaland in 1990, there was no 
cooperation or support from the civil 

society, the church or even families 
and there was rampant stigma and 
discrimination. But slowly, he said, 
sensitiSation and awareness along 
with intervention programmes came 
and ‘situation has changed’. 

However, he lamented that the 
government has become complacent 
over the years. “Earlier, we all worked 
as a team and in a mission mode, but 
now the government has gone on a 
project mode. So where are we going 
now?” Mere asked. 

While observing that the govern-
ment keeps talking about solution 
and development, Mere wondered 
if the state’s key population, its most 
energetic human resource is lost to the 
virus, then who will enjoy the ‘fruits of 
solution and development’?

Senior journalist H Chishi, who 
was the guest speaker at the pro-
gramme, said as per surveys, HIV 
is likely to have a greater economic 
impact than other endemic diseases 
because it affects primarily adults in 
the economically most productive 
years. Concentrating on the latter part 
of the day’s theme, he highlighted poli-
cies proposed at international and na-
tional levels for combating the spread 
of HIV and AIDS and stressed on the 
importance of spreading awareness on 
the rights of PLHIV. He also observed 
that a single agency could not tackle 
the epidemic alone, and further em-
phasised that concerted efforts from 
all sections of the society was needed, 
the media included.

Towards the end of the memorial 
service, the gathering lighted candles 
and observed a minute of silence in 
prayer for all those who have lost their 
lives through HIV and AIDS and also 
for PLHIV and their families.

Diesel is the costliest in 
Hyderabad were it is priced 
at Rs 73.45 a litre due to high 
local taxes. It is priced at Rs 
73.34 in Trivandrum. Other 
cities where diesel rates 
have crossed Rs 70 mark 
are Raipur (Rs 72.96 a litre), 
Gandhinagar (Rs 72.63), 
Bhubhaneswar (Rs 72.43), 
Patna (Rs 72.24), Jaipur (Rs 
71.97), Ranchi (Rs 71.35), 
Bhopal (Rs 71.12) and Sri-
nagar (Rs 70.96) 

A litre of diesel costs Rs 
71.94 in Mumbai, Rs 70.12 
in Kolkatta and Rs 71.32 in 
Chennai, the notification 
said. Diesel is the cheap-
est in Port Blair where it is 
priced at Rs 63.35.

On Friday, Economic 
Affairs Secretary Subhash 
Chandra Garg refused to 
say if the government will 
cut excise duty on auto fuel 
to ease the burden on con-
sumers.

The government is 
watching the situation de-
veloping from oil prices hit-
ting USD 80 a barrel -- the 
highest since November 
2014, and adequate steps 
will be taken, is all he said 
said without elaborating.

Asked if the government 
would cut excise duty on 
petrol and diesel, he had 
stated that he has nothing 
to say on that front. "Just 
watch." 



India skills competition 
Nagaland concludes 

Border: Wokha police arrest one accused in crime case
Arrest helps normalise tensions bred by suspicion on Naga persons

Revival church’s Pentecost culminates 

Peace Channel teach volunteers about dealing 
with conflict, and solution-forming values

Tobu union disappointed at govt. 
school students’ poor performance 

LYO issues notice
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NEWS IN BRIEF
South Naga students invite suc-
cessful NBSE students
The South Nagas Union of Nagaland State has invited 
all the successful class X and XII South Naga students 
of 2018 NBSE to attend its orientation and felicitation 
function at AIDA at Don Bosco complex in Dimapur on 
May 22 at 11:00 am. The topic for the programme will be 
“Choice of subjects leading to career options.” Registra-
tion of participants will be at 10:00 am. The student’s 
parents and other interested person are also invited.

FGN convenes joint meeting
The Federal Government of  Nagaland (FGN) has 
convened a joint meeting of the Naga National Council 
(NNC) and the FGN will be held on May 28 at 10:00 
am at Transit Peace Camp in Kohima. “The meeting will 
mainly discuss on the running situation in Nagaland.” 
The eligible central authorities, regional authorities, and 
high ranking Naga army officers of the NNC and FGN 
are requested to attend the meeting

Randomisation and candidate set-
ting of EVM at Pughoboto
The Nodal Officer of  Pughoboto, Nuhuta Tunyi in-
formed all the recognised political parties that the second 
randomisation and candidate setting of Electronic Vot-
ing Machines (EVM) and Voter Verifiable Paper Audit 
Trail (VVPAT) to be used during the forthcoming Lok 
Sabha by-election at Pughoboto assembly segment will 
be conducted on May 21 and 22nd. The process will be 
carried out by EVM engineers under the overall supervi-
sion of the district election officer of Pughoboto. All the 
recognised political parties have been informed to send 
representatives to be present for randomisation process 
on both days. The process will start from 10.AM on 21st 
May. A press release from the department of Informa-
tion and Public Relations informed. 

Wokha Police  personnel along with the arrested person, Mankara Topu, at Ralan Police Station in Wokha on May 19.

A scene from the Nagaland Christian Revival Church’s Pentecost prayer programme at Gariphema on May 20.

Sentienla Kichu, winner of the ‘cooking’ category, receiving an award from Anenla T Ao at the grand finale in Kohima on May 19.

Dimapur, May 20 (EMN): 
The four day ‘India skills 
competition Nagaland 
2018’ concluded with 
a grand finale held at 
Mhachaki in Kohima on 
May 19. 
The programme was 
o r g a n i s e d  b y  t h e 
directorate of Employment, 
S k i l l  d e v e l o p m e n t 
and Entrepreneurship 
Nagaland in collaboration 
with event partner Synergy 
groups enterprise. Update 
on Sunday informed. 

T h e  I n d i a  S k i l l s 
Competition Nagaland 
2 0 1 8  w a s  s t a t e d  t o 
h a v e  b e e n  f u n d e d 
b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l 
S k i l l  D e v e l o p m e n t 
Corporation, a public& 
and private partnership 
c o m p a n y  w i t h  t h e 
mandate of catalysing the 
skill landscape in India.

Commissioner and 
Secretary Anenla T Ao in 
her speech thanked the 
organiser for taking the 
initiative in organising 
such event and making it 

a successful one. 
She pointed out that 

due to lack of proper 
infrastructure, Nagaland 
is struggling and unable 
to succeed like other 
states. 

Ao remarked that 
Nagaland government 
should organise more 
events and give training 
to people specially to 
younger  generat ion. 
Sh e  e n c o u ra g e d  t h e 
participants to grab the 
opportunity and even take 
it up as their profession. 
She urged the younger 
generation to spread their 
wings and venture on the 
things that interest them 
and make the state proud 
by their success stories.

No r t h e a s t  re g i o n 
analyst of National Skill 
Development Corporation 
(NSDC) Zimik said, ‘youth 
of north eastern states have 
lot of  potentials and such 
events gives them the right 
platform to showcase their 
skills’. Encouraging the 
participants, he said that 

this is just the beginning 
of the competition and the 
winners still have regional, 
national, and world level 
to showcase their talent 
and skills.

T h e  N S D C  w i l l 
continue to support in 
organising such events 
financially as well as 
technically, Zimmi said. 
He added that the next 
competition should be 
from the grassroot level 
starting from district 
andsState level so as to 
bring out the untapped 
talent from all corners of 
the state.

 He also informed that 
so far four North Eastern 
states such as Meghalaya, 
Nagaland, Assam, and 
Tripura had organised this 
event.  

T h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s 
showcase their skills in 
cooking and patisserie or 
confectionery

 In cooking category, 
the winner was bagged by 
Sentienla Kichu, while the 
first, and second runners 

up won by Begum Apchana 
a n d  M e n g u k h r i e l i e 
respectively. In patisserie 
o r  c o n f e c t i o n e r y 
category, the winner was 
Vikhonuo Hibo, followed 
by Renphamo Ezung in 
the first runner up and 
Keneiseinuo Kere in the 
second runner up.

The winners walked 
away with certificate 
and a cash award of INR 
25000, INR 15000, and 
INR 10000 each, and 
two days training at the 
Exotic School of Cooking. 
All participants were also 
given a cash of INR 2000 
each. 

The winners of India 
Skills will get a chance to 
represent India at the world 
skills Kazan in Russia, 2019 
and at the national level 
in Bhubaneswar in June, 
2018.

The panels of judges 
for the competition were 
Rovi Chasie, Aien Jamir, 
Alemjungla Jamir, Joel 
Basumatari, and Chenti 
Phom.

Dimapur, May 20 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Christian 
Revival Church (NCRC) 
Pentecost’s day of prayer 
programme concluded on 
May 20 at Trinitarian spot 
in Gariphema village. The 
theme for the programme 
was ‘receive the Holy 
spirit.’ Updates on Sunday 
i n f o r m e d  a b o u t  t h e 
programme. Senior pastor 
of Koinonia Baptist Church 
of Kohima, Rev. Zotuo 
Kiewhuo was the speaker 
at the culminating service, 
with the message being 
interpreted by Keviyie 
Khana. The speaker in his 
message remarked, ‘to be 
a spiritual man, you have 

to be a disciple.’ Further, 
he said that despising the 
Holy Spirit will draw one 
away from the light.

Kiewhuo observed, 
‘using spiritual gifts does 
not determine spiritual 
maturity’ but the holiness 
in life allows the Holy Spirit 
to be pleased residing in 
you.’ He called upon the 
churches to ignite and 
pass on the ‘revival fire’ 
which he stated was like 
a ‘rally race’ passed on to 
the present generation by 
forefathers through their 
tearful prayers.

The press  release 
stated that the pentecost 
day of prayer meeting 

Dimapur, May 20 (EMN): The 
Wokha district police have arrested 
one Mankara Topu, aged 50 years, of 
Ranchi in Bihar in connection with 
the death of a non-local person. 

The arrest is said to have helped 
‘normalise’ tensions in the border 
areas between Assam and Nagaland 
due to suspicion that Naga persons 
may have been responsible for it. The 
arrest follows a weeklong intense 
investigation, sources informed on 
Sunday. 

On getting specific inputs 
the Ralan Police station arrested 
the accused at his residence at 

Mazagaon / Yanpha on May 19, 
the updates from a local journalist 
informed. 

‘The arrest was in regard to the 
incident that occurred on 15th May 
2018 when one unidentified dead 
body of a non-local with head injury 
was recovered at DAB sector-B at 
Ralan, Nagaland and after observing 
all legal formalities the dead body 
was handed over to OC, Uriamghat 
PS in the presence of neutral force 
for post mortem,’ the updates stated. 

The people on the Assam side 
were said to have been suspecting 
the involvement of Naga persons 

behind the murder. 
However, tension in the border 

areas between Assam and Nagaland 
have been ‘normalised’ with the 
arrest of the main culprit, the 
updates stated.

The Wokha police informed 
that it was a ‘blind case’ and in such 
cases, the investigating skills of the 
police officers are tested, the source 
informed. 

The case could be solved within 
short notice because of the relentless 
effort, timely action and brilliant 
investigation by Ralan police 
personnel, the updates added.

Dimapur, May 20 (EMN): 
The Don Bosco College 
of  Kohima’s  student 
volunteers Elivi Swu, Lulu 
Awomi, Ayekali Aye, along 
with the district coordinator 
of peace channel Susan 
Kulnu taught students on 
various topics. With the 
event held on May 18 and 
19th at two schools in the 
Kohima district. Updates 
on Sunday informed about 
the seminar. 

On May 18 the team 
c o n d u c t e d  s e m i n a r 
at the St. Paul School in 

Phesama with the theme 
‘u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d 
responding to conflict.’ The 
interaction was conducted 
with an objective to impart 
knowledge about conflict 
and its consequences, 
understand and response 
to the conflict. 

A student leader, Elivi 
Swu said, ‘conflict refers to 
some form of disagreement 
arises within a group when 
their beliefs are resisted 
or unaccepted other 
members.’ She added 
that conflicts are natural 

and inevitable which is 
a natural part of living. 
Further, she said conflicts 
vary from person to person 
and from situation to 
situation. 

Swu was stated to 
h a v e  s u g g e s t e d  f i v e 
m e t h o d s  i n  w h i c h 
individuals can manage 
c o n f l i c t :  a vo i d a n c e, 
competition, compromise, 
accommodation and 
collaboration. 

She remarked that 
c o n f l i c t s  c a n n o t  b e 
overcome by individual 

The National Social Service unit of C-Edge College in Dimapur during their trekking to Chumukedima 
View Point on May 19. The trekked was undertaken as part of the Swachhta Bharat (Hindi for 
cleanliness drive) with 35 NSS volunteers led by its Program Officer PP Dukpa. The volunteers 
cleaned the surrounding areas as well.

Treks

efforts, but it can be 
solved by collective efforts 
providing when there is 
understanding within the 
groups. 

By understanding 
conflict and learning the 
approaches to respond 
to conflict, Swu is of the 
opinion that people will be 
able to accomplish the goal 
for peace. 

On May 19 at  the 
Sacred Heart School in 
Khuzama village, the 
team conducted another 
interaction about the topic 
‘morality and discipline.’ 
The update stated that 
the main objective was 
to shape students with 
good discipline and moral 
values.

A n o t h e r  s t u d e n t 
leader Lulu Awomi was 
the resource person of the 
day. She mentioned that 
morality and discipline 
are essential parts of 
individual life. 

M o r a l i t y  h e l p s 
individual to judge the 
difference between right 
and the wrong as well as 
good and bad. It teaches 
one to be honest and 
upright in their effort to 
achieve goal, she added.

D i m a p u r ,  M a y  2 0 
( E M N ) :  T h e  T o b u 
Area Students’ Union 
( TASU) has expressed  
d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  a t 
headmasters (HM) of 
the government high 
school at Tobu and the 
government High School 
of Bumei for what the  
union stated was poor 
performance of their   
students in the recently 
declared High School 
L e a v i n g  C e r t i f i c a t e  
(HSLC) examinations. 
A press release from 
the union on Sunday 
expressed the statement.

According to the press 
release, the Tobu school 
had enrolled a total of 
19 students out of which 
10 students appeared 
the exams and only one 
student was qualified. 
Also, government high 
school at Tobu a total of 
21 students enrolled and 
appeared the exams and 
only two students were 
qualified.

‘ T h e  p o o r 
p e r f o r m a n c e  i n  t h e 

exams is  one of  the 
r e a s o n s  w h y  t h e 
enrolment in the govt. 
schools are declining and 
as such, the HM should 
play an important role 
in maintaining strict 
discipline among the 
teachers and students,’ 
the press release stated.

‘Government high 
school at Tobu with a 
passed percentage of five 
and GHSB with ten, the 
union would like to ask the 
HM of both the schools to 
submit a report on the 
factors that have led to 
the poor performance 
of the students in the 
recently concluded HSLC 
exam within 15 days to 
the TASU office,’ issued 
the press release.

“The union would 
also like to remind that we 
are ever ready to lend our 
helping hand to tackle any 
issues and challenges that 
the teachers and staffs 
are facing while trying to 
scale up the education 
system under Tobu Sub-
division,” it added.

D i m a p u r , M a y  2 0 
(EMN):The Lhisemia 
Youth Organisation (LYO) 
of  Kohima infor med 
public that the guidelines 
w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  i n 
force since long will be 
strictly enforced in L Khel 
ancestral jurisdiction. 
As such, offenders will 
be penalised if found 
i n d u l g i n g  i n  t h e s e 
activities- sale of alcohol 
is prohibited; engaging 
i l l e g a l  B a n g l a d e s h i 
immigrants in any form of 
service; hunting, fishing, 
collection of firewood and 
other natural resource; 
engaging in immoral 
activities at any time 
within the jurisdiction; 
o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  c l u b, 
church etc., planning 
to held sales day under 
L  K h e l  m u s t  a v a i l 
permission from LYO. 

is an annual event of 
the Nagaland christian 
Revivals. The event is 
conducted usually at the 
Trinitarian spot which is 
historically marked as the 
first place of the Holy Spirit 
visitation .

Further; it claimed 
that over one thousand 
congregation and 69 
revival churches across 
Nagaland attended the 
three day prayer meeting. 

T h e  s e r v i c e  w a s 
presided by Jt. Secretary 
A n g a m i  C h r i s t i a n 

Revival Church Council 
Keneiselhou Solo, while 
choir of  NCRC Chesezu 
and NCRC Gariphema 
presented special praise. 
The praise and worship 
team was led by Thejanuo 
Kets.

Chair man ACRCC 
K h r i e z e t u o  K e r e t s ü 
ministered the Lord’s 
supper and water baptism 
was given to the believers 
on Sunday. He was also 
stated to have been on 
of the speaker during the 
programme.

Students of St. Paul School along with resource persons, in Kohima.
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Dr. Geet Oberio along with teachers during the workshop at Charis High Academy at 
Chumoükedima in Dimapur on May 19.
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(From right) The space along the wall housing the Shri Ramakrishna Society at Duncan Basti in Dimapur was being used as a garbage dump. A municipal initiative and inputs from artists have transformed the spot.

EM Images

The vice chancellor of CT University, Dr. Harsh Sadawati (centre), along with the co-founder of GCG, Momena 
Das (far left), awarding a teacher during the “best teachers award” ceremony at Hotel Acacia in Dimapur on 
Sunday.

Henlly Phom
Dimapur, May 20 (EMN): 
The Dimapur Municipal 
Council (DMC) has trans-
formed with approximately 
INR six lakh in funds the 
otherwise public dump-
ing area outside the Shri 
Ramakrishna Society at 
Duncan Bosti in Dimapur 
into a treat for eyes. There, 
as a testimony to the city’s 
battle against garbage and 
random disposal of it, a nine 
feet metal sculpture named 
‘Existence’—symbolising 
life—has been mounted. 

The unique, if quirky, 
art piece was created out 
of metal scrap by a Naga 
sculptor Mark Medom.

The piece, Existence, is 
a standing structure made 
out of metal scraps wielded 
into the shape of a tree. It 
looks straight out of a film 
set. The project to turn the 
dumping site into a place of 
appreciation was the brain-
child of DMC administrator 
Moa Sangtam who is on an 
endeavour to transform the 
commercial hub of Naga-
land into a ‘Better Dimapur.’  

The project was spon-
sored by the DMC. It is the 
collaborative work of other 
community groups such as 
Team Green; Johny from So-
lar World; and contribution 
in the form of art such as the 
‘tree’ by Medom, and mu-

rals by a Guwahati-based 
Manipur artist Alex, said 
Sangtam. 

The main components 
of the project are tiles, 
sculpture, murals the solar 
lights. Sangtam told Eastern 
Mirror.

“The tiles, which cover 
an area of 100/25 feet are 
broken bits of tiles collected 
from shops for free and 
this waste of tiles has been 
converted into something 
useful.”

The environment is be-
ing damaged by waste. Even 
the dustbins that have been 
provided in public spaces 
are not being cleared or 
maintained. Further, gar-

bage meant to be contained 
in the public are not proc-
essed. Instead, it is often 
strewn outside. 

Sangtam wanted to turn 
metal scraps into the “tree” 
representing life. Theiron 
scraps were procured from 
scrap dealers for INR 40000, 
said Sangtam and sculp-
tor Medom turned it into 
something much more 
pleasing and less detrimen-
tal to the environment. 

The wall at the area 
carries a Naga declaration: 
multi-coloured shawl de-
piction of the 16 recognised 
Naga tribes. The mural was 
created by artist Alex who 
was roped in exclusively for 

the work, said Sangtam. 
Besides, the DMC has 

also installed three solar 
lights at a cost of INR 60000 
instead of the conventional 
street light. This was prima-
rily to save energy.

Local resource groups 
such as Team Green have 
planted more than 30 tropi-
cal palms, pines and vari-
egated plants along the area 
continuing with its effort for 
a ‘Better Dimapur.’ 

The DMC has an en-
deavour to do away with 
all public dumping places 
by November and come 
up with similar projects 
in around 15 places in Di-
mapur. Another project is 

in progress at Supply colony 
which is likely to be com-
plete by June, Sangtam in-
formed.  

Sangtam acknowledged 
that, “Gone are the days 
when people are not wary 
of public property. People 
are inculcating civic sense, 
extending cooperation, 
valuing our efforts and at 
the same time we are also 
working with precautions.”

The administrator has 
a message for the citizens 
and people: We need to 
understand and protect the 
work and effort put in by 
everyone which is in fact 
something better for the 
Dimapur.      

Dimapur, May 20 (EMN): 
The research scholars’ col-
loquium was organised by 
the Naga Scholars’ Asso-
ciation (NSA) on May 18 at 
Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-
sity (JNU) in New Delhi. A 
press release received on 
Friday from the association 
updated.

President of NSA Dr. 
Zuchamo Yanthan, said 
since the formation of the 
association, the research 
scholars colloquium was 
in NSA’s agendas and was 
delighted for finally imple-
menting it. 

NSA’s main objective is 
to create academic platform 
for nurturing and groom-
ing the young scholars for 
building their confidence 
and leading them as criti-
cal thinkers in society, he 
informed. 

“NSA initiatives like 
this will enable the young 
scholars get positive inputs 
and constructive criticisms 
before submitting any re-
search work either in a form 
of PhD thesis or research ar-
ticles in journals and books, 
he said.” 

The chairperson of the 
session, Dr. Susmita Das-
gupta, who is an economist, 
writer, social activists and 
a visiting faculty said that 
looking at the past available 
literatures, not much have 
been done on Nagas and 
whole of Northeast. She 
suggested that authentic 
proper documentation in 
the form of encyclopaedia 
is the need of the hour. 

Pfokrelo Kapesa, a doc-
toral candidate from JNU 
presented her paper titled 
“India’s Summit Diplomacy 
vis-à-vis Pakistan, 1998-
2004.” The paper examines 
how under the leadership 
of AB Vajpayee the National 
Democratic Alliance (NDA) 
government from 1998-
2004 pursued Summit Di-
plomacy with Pakistan. 

Her paper raises signifi-
cant questions as to “how 
summit diplomacy shaped 
India-Pakistan relation? 
Why did summit diplomacy 
failed to resolved conflict 
between India and Paki-
stan?  Did personalities in-
fluence the process and out-
come?” She argued that the 
summit diplomacy failed as 
“they were not concerned 
for eliminating the conflict 
but was more concerned 
with conflict management”. 

She further argued that en-
gaging in this Summit was 
to ‘enhanced India’s image 
globally.’  She pointed out 
that during the course of her 
research she found that the 
three variables i.e., agenda, 
personality and regime are 
complementary and affect 
the process and outcome of 
summit diplomacy.

Khyochano Ovung, a 
doctoral candidate from 
Ambedkar University pre-
sented her “Co-relating 
gender and education in 
Nagaland: An Exploratory 
Study,” also explored the 
gender issue from 1870 to 
1950’s. Her paper focused 
on the notion of ‘gender’ 
through education from a 
feminist perspective. She 
also examines the different 
shifts faced by the Nagas in 
their education system due 
to ‘encounter with the colo-
nials, to the American Mis-
sionaries, Naga sovereignty 
and followed by the post-
colonial nation-building 
and  How these encounters 
have led to ending of ‘Mo-
rung System’ and ‘Orality’ 
was replaced by text.’

 She argued that “What 
is known about the Nagas 
today was constructed by 
British colonial officials and 
anthropologists.” She also 
raises important point on 
language, considering it as 
the vehicle of a community 
it is pertinent to address its 
role in education and one’s 
community. 

Solomon Zingkhai, a 
doctoral candidate from 
JNU in his paper titled “Au-
thenticity and the social 
space,” talks about transi-
tion from modern to post-
modern society. It argues 
how this is causing interest 
concerning questions of 
self-identity and in relation 
to the concept of authentic-
ity. It also questions what 
is it to be oneself or truly 
representing oneself is gain-
ing importance not just in 
philosophical discourses 
but in contemporary social 
and political debates.

Solomon based his 
paper on Rousseau and 
Charles Taylor, and ‘attempt 
to reconcile the two seem-
ingly opposed ideals, au-
thenticity conceptualize in 
terms of commitment to 
self-values and authenticity 
as involving an  orientation 
towards what is beyond 
oneself.’ 

Dimapur, May 20 (EMN): 
What are learning disabilities? 
How do disabilities like at-
tention deficit hyperactivity 
disorder or attention deficit 
disorder, non-verbal learning 
disabilities, dyslexia etc. affect 
a child’s learning?

These issues were ad-
dressed at a day workshop on 
specific learning disabilities 
(SLD) for teachers held at 
Charis High Academy, Chu-
moükedima on May 19. The 
workshop was organised in 
collaboration with Orkids, 
New Delhi, a press release 
received here on Sunday in-

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, May 20 (EMN): 
An institution, CT Univer-
sity Punjab, and a resource 
agency, Genius Career 
Guide (GCG) of Dimapur, 
organised an award cer-
emony to recognise teach-
ers in Nagaland for leading 
academic development be-
sides initiating cultural dis-
course and community en-
gagement. The programme 
was organised to honour 90 
higher secondary teachers 
from different schools of 
Nagaland for their selfless 
contribution towards their 
students. 

The “best teachers 
award” ceremony was host-
ed at Hotel Acacia in Di-
mapur on Sunday. The vice 
chancellor of CT University, 
Dr Harsh Sadawati, was the 
chief guest of the event. 

During his speech, 
Sadawati said education-

Hygiene project wins a battle in Dimapur garbage war Naga research 
scholars host discourse 

Vote for party whose 
priority is Naga political 
solution — TR Zeliang 

Teachers honoured for academics, community work 

Workshop to view education from different lens conducted for teachers
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Dimapur, May 20 (EMN): Bringing to light various ini-
tiatives taken during the previous Naga people’s Front 
(NPF) led regime in facilitating the Indo-Naga peace 
issue, leader of the opposition, TR Zeliang emphasised 
the need for the general public to vote for a candidate 
whose party’s priority was based on settlement of the 
protracted Naga political issue.

“For the Naga Peoples’ Front, our top agenda is to 
resolve Naga political problem,” he stated.

A press release was received from the Information 
and Publicity wing, office of the LO on Sunday.

Addressing a gathering at the rally at Tuensang 
Town Hall on May 20, Zeliang lambasted Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio for misleading the people on the Naga issue 
stating that ‘any leader can speak for Naga solution to 
get votes but the Naga people will judge from action.’

While asserting that NDPP-BJP alliance has ocean 
difference from NPF-BJP, the former chief minister re-
minded the gathering that NPF led DAN Government 
managed to convince BJP MLAs in passing resolution 
in the State Assembly on December 15 2017 for elec-
tion only after solution to Naga political problem was 
arrived at.

On this note, he questioned the NDPP as to why 
‘it did not try to convince its seat-sharing partner, BJP 
to withdraw the drastic action taken against two BJP 
signatories Kheto Sema and Tsasepi Sangtam who had 
committed with the voice of Naga people on 29th Jan 
2018 at Hotel Japfu, Kohima.’

Maintaining that silence of the NDPP over the action 
taken on the two leaders was ‘a clear indication that Rio 
and his party was supporting election and not solution,’ 
the leader of the NPF called upon the Nagas to ‘identify 
those leaders who are playing with the Nagas with tricky 
speeches and public dialogue while they have different 
plans inside to sabotage the Peace dialogue.’

“Naga people should cross check who is talking for 
the sake of talking and who is talking based on action on 
the ground,” Zeliang said.

Also speaking at the campaign rally in Tuensang, 
the NPF candidate for the Lok Sabha by-election, C 
Apok Jamir assured the Nagas that the protrated Naga 
political issue will be taken up on priority for a final set-
tlement at the earliest.

NPF Spokesperson Achumbemo Kikon stated that 
‘NDPP is not regional in nature but playing the role of 
proxy BJP in a Christian State just to earn the confidence 
of BJP Central leadership.’ The campaign team led by 
the former chief minister is scheduled to touch Phek 
and Kiphire Districts on Monday.

ists should understand 
and laud the important 
role, which teachers play 
in the overall development 

of the society. He gave a 
brief introduction about 
the university. The institu-
tion is stated to be an ‘in-

dustry-driven university of 
North India.’ He described 
about the university being 
based on ‘student centric 

approach.’ He asserted that 
the educational institu-
tions in Nagaland should 
adopt the same approach 
where education is one that 
improves communication 
skills and aptitude of the 
students.

The co-founder of 
GCG, Momena Das, spoke 
to Eastern Mirror during 
the occasion. She said that 
students should not only 
be allowed to “copy and 
paste” from books from 
which they learn as these 
days people are selected for 
skills, not degrees. 

“Traditional  based 
teaching has to be stopped. 
Conceptual based study 
has to be adopted and the 
institution should focus 
more into ‘career based 
oriented courses,’” she sug-
gested.

The main event of the 
programme was the award 

ceremony. The title of ‘best 
teacher’ was based on a 
survey that was conduct-
ed by university officials 
from among principals and 
students in Nagaland. The 
criteria included their in-
volvement in society de-
velopment, cultural activ-
ity, and development of 
students. Likewise, another 
was based on the subject 
taught by the teachers dur-
ing the past three years. 
They were awarded with a 
certificate and a memento 
each recognising their con-
tribution to the teaching 
profession. 

The CT University has 
already felicitated teachers 
from Arunachal Pradesh, 
Sikkim, Kerela, Jammu 
and Kashmir, Himachal 
Pradesh, Bihar, Mizoram 
and Guwahati. This year, 
the university felicitated 
teachers from Nagaland.

formed. 
Teachers from Livingstone Higher 

Secondary School, Hope Academy, 
Maple Tree School, Mount Mary, St. 
Joseph School, Agape School, Cherry 

Blossom School, Kohima, and G Rio 
School, Kohima.

Administrator of Charis Academy, 
Chanmayo J Aier in her welcome 
address emphasised on the need for 

awareness of SLD and said that 
the workshop has been organ-
ised to help teachers bring up 
a child in their own ability. In-
sisting that education has to be 
viewed with different lens now, 
she said, “If I cannot learn the 
way you teach me, teach me in 
a way I can learn.”

Resource person, Dr. Geet 
Oberio, founder president of 
Orkids Multi-disciplinary Clinic, 
briefed on the importance of 
understanding SLD and pointed 
to the need for teachers to know 
about the need for special care 
with a clear understanding of 
the background.

The causes of students un-
derperforming were discussed 
and it was noted that the lack of 
professionally trained teachers 
and dis-oriented learning styles 
for students having SLD were 
some of the primary reasons.

Teachers numbering to 
about fifty received training 
on the way children should be 
taught. Early signs and symp-
toms, checklist for screening 
children, using the DALI screen-
ing tool for screening dyslexia 
and differentiating LD from 
other disabilities (differential 
diagnosis) were also covered 
during the one-day workshop.
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Guwahati, May 20 (PTI): 
Asom Gana Parishad 
(AGP) today registered its 
protest against the Citi-
zenship Amendment Bill, 
2016 before BJP president 
Amit Shah and urged the 
Centre not to go ahead 
with the Bill as it is a threat 
to the indigenous people 
and violates the clauses of 
Assam Accord.

The AGP is an ally of 
the BJP government in As-
sam. AGP president and 
Agriculture Minister Atul 
Bora urged the BJP presi-
dent at the third meet of 
the North East Democratic 
Alliance (NEDA) here to 
take the sentiments of the 
local people into consid-
eration and ensure the Bill 
is not passed.

A series of protests 
have rocked Assam over 
the Citizenship Amend-
ment Bill, 2016, with locals 
fearing it would breach 
the clauses of the Assam 
Accord which states that 
all the illegal foreigners 

who came to the state after 
1971 from Bangladesh, ir-
respective of their religion, 
have to be deported.

The Bill was intro-
duced in the Lok Sabha 
to amend the Citizenship 

Act, 1955 to make illegal 
migrants belonging to six 
communities -- Hindus, 
Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, 
Parsis and Christians -- eli-
gible for Indian citizenship 
after six years of residence 

in the country.
“We are strongly op-

posed to the Bill as it vio-
lates the clauses of the 
Assam Accord which was 
signed after six years of 
agitation in which 855 

people had sacrificed their 
lives,” Bora said.

The Assam Accord is 
the fruit of the six-year 
Assam agitation and we 
cannot let its clauses be 
violated, he said.

If the Bill is passed, it 
will ‘”threaten the identity 
of the indigenous people, 
change the demographic 
pattern of the state and 
there should be no divi-
sion on the basis of reli-
gion”, he pointed out. 

“We hope Amit Shah-ji 
will realise the gravity of 
the situation that will re-
sult following the passing 
of the Bill, understand the 
sentiments of the people 
and not proceed with it 
in the interest of the in-
digenous population,” he 
added.

Shah, however, made 
no mention of the Bill 
during his address at the 
NEDA convention.

Earlier in the day, 
KMSS leader Akhil Go-
goi and his supporters 

were taken into custody 
while they were protest-
ing against the Bill and 
was observing a ‘Black 
Day’ in protest against 
Shah’s visit.

The Joint Parliamen-
tary Committee (JPC) on 
the Bill had recently visited 
Guwahati and Silchar to 
conduct public hearings 
on the views of public, 
political organisations 
and different organisa-
tions about the proposed 
amendment.

There has been strong 
protests against the Bill 
in the Brahmaputra Val-
ley as it was feared that it 
would lead to widespread 
influx of Hindu Bangla-
deshis, thereby changing 
the demographic pattern 
of the state. On the other 
hand, the Bill has been 
welcomed in the Barak 
Valley where it is alleged 
that many Hindu Bangla-
deshis have settled since 
the creation of Bangladesh 
in 1971.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, May 20 (EMN): The first World 
Bee Day (WBD) was observed at Central 
Agricultural University (CAU) Eroishem-
ba campus in Manipur on Sunday. The 
event was celebrated with its Vice Chan-
cellor Prof M Premjit, former secretary to 
governor of Manipur RK Nimai, senior 
officials, and scientists of the university.

Speaking on the occasion, Nimai 
expressed the need to increase the farm-
ers’ income in Manipur for all round 
development of the state.

Premjit also spoke during the oc-
casion. He appealed to form farmers’ 
producers companies in the state in 
order to enhance the farmers’ income. 
He had been encouraging integrated 
farming systems in Northeast region to 
double farmers’ income. He suggested 
taking part in a mission for producing 
quality honey bee as the region uses 
lesser chemicals in their fields compar-
ing to other areas, apart from existing 
farming activities in the fields. “CAU will 

provide necessary training for bee keep-
ing activities,” he added.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi led 
central government’s initiatives which 
aimed at creating awareness about 
latest technological developments in 
agriculture that will double the farm 
income by 2022. This will be done by 
reducing cultivation costs, ensuring 
profitable prices, processing farm 
waste, and creating non-farm source 
of incomes.

There were also reports of the WBD 
being observing in other parts of state 
at different levels. On the eve of the oc-
casion Senapati District Bee Keeping 
Association, under the sponsorship 
of National Bee Board, organised the 
WBD cum scientific bee keepers train-
ing programme for rural sustainable 
livelihood at mini stadium hall of the hill 
town where T Ashehrii Romeo delivered 
a lecture on ‘Diversity of honey bee spe-
cies in Senapati.’

According to K Thohrii, a bee keep-

ing promoter in Senapati town, there 
are many high valued bees colonies in 
the district except the southern side 
of the district. Regular training for the 
farmers on protection of bees and use 
of lesser chemicals in their fields is need 
of the hour to save our bee colonies for 
the food diversity and enhancing the 
productions.

Bees are under great threat from the 
combined effects of climate change, 
intensive agriculture, pesticides, biodi-
versity loss, and pollution. More than 
75 percent of the world’s food crops rely 
on pollination for yield and quality. The 
absence of bees and other pollinators 
would wipe out coffee, apples, almonds, 
tomatoes, and cocoa as these crops rely 
on pollination. 

The first World Bee Day was ob-
served in the Slovenian village of Brezni-
ca, 50 kilometres north-west of the 
Slovenia’s capital on May 20 which is the 
birthday of Anton Janša, an apiarist and 
a pioneer of modern apiculture.

New Delhi, May 20 (PTI): The Tourism Ministry has 
proposed lifting restrictions on foreigners travelling 
to Arunachal Pradesh and parts of Sikkim, Minister K 
J Alphons has said.

Foreigners now need special permits such as a 
Protected Areas Permit (PAP) and Restricted Areas 
Permit (RAP) to be able to travel in these areas.

“The ministry has proposed opening up the 
Northeast for tourists. In the last six months the gov-
ernment has opened up many restricted areas and 
if the plan in the Northeast works, then many more 
border areas can be opened up,” Alphons told PTI.

The ministry proposed this on May 17 at a meet-
ing with senior Home Affairs and Defence Ministry 
officials.

Any change would be subject to the approval of 
the ministries because the issue related to India’s 
security, he said.

“The states too need to be consulted and as of 
now we cannot give a deadline for this. However, over 
the past six months we have been working very fast 
on this,” Alphons said.

The Tourism Ministry, he added, was also plan-
ning to propose that travel restrictions be removed 
from border areas in Rajasthan, Uttarakhand, 
Jammu and Kashmir and Himachal Pradesh.

Guwahati, May 20 (PTI): Two 
young engineers of Assam are 
set to address the parking woes 
of car owners in and around 
Guwahati and other cities of the 
northeastern region with their 
mobile application.

The app, ‘ParkingRhino’, plans 
to manage both on-street and off-
street parking in the state capital 
and other towns of Assam such 
as Jorhat, Dibrugarh, Tinsukia 
and Tezpur, by providing real-
time information to drivers, its 
co-founder Tridib Konwar said.

“We have started our market 
research and lead generation for 
other northeastern states and 
plan to digitize more than 400 
parking locations in the region 
through this platform,” Konwar, 
who is also the CEO of the start-
up, explained.

Bogged by inefficient system 
of parking vehicles in their work 
city Bengaluru, Konwar and his 
fellow Assam Engineering Col-
lege alumini, Mriganka Deka, 
launched the app in 2016, but the 
focus shifted towards the North 
East after it secured seed funds 
from the ‘Ideation’ programme 
last year.

Assam-based Numaligarh 
Refinery Limited had launched 
‘Ideation’ last year to promote 
start-ups in the northeast and 
selected ParkingRhino along 
with two other firms for fund-
ing their projects. “The Ideation 
programme has encouraged us 
to launch our operation in Guwa-
hati,” Konwar said.

“We introduced smart tech-
nology for GMC (Guwahati Mu-
nicipal Corporation) parking 

locations on Guwahati-Shillong 
Road and the Assam State Zoo. 
If everything works well, we will 
cover more than 50 parking lo-
cations in the region in the next 
three months,” he said.

The major problem in the 
parking management system in 
the North East is keeping a track 
of manual tickets, he said.

“We want to digitize all loca-
tions using ParkingRhino man-
agement mobile application to 
ensure a transparent transaction 
for both citizens and the govern-
ments,” Konwar said.

ParkingRhino is currently 
serving 15 cities in India along 
with two cities in Philippines, he 
said, adding that they have plans 
to launch the app in a few South-
East Asian countries in the next 
six months.

Beijing, May 20 (PTI): China has be-
gun large-scale mining operations on 
its side of the border with Arunachal 
Pradesh where a huge trove of gold, 
silver and other precious minerals 
valued at about US 60 billion has 
been found, a media report said 
today.

The mine project is being under-
taken in Lhunze county under Chi-
nese control adjacent to the Indian 
border, the Hong Kong-based South 
China Morning Post reported.

China claims Arunachal Pradesh 
as part of southern Tibet.

Projecting the mining operations 
as part of China’s move to take over 
Arunachal Pradesh, the report said 
“people familiar with the project say 
the mines are part of an ambitious 
plan by Beijing to reclaim South 
Tibet”.

“China’s moves to lay claim to the 
region’s natural resources while rap-
idly building up infrastructure could 
turn it into ‘another South China Sea’ 
they said,” it said.

The Post report with inputs from 

local officials, Chinese geologists as 
well as strategic experts comes less 
than a month after the first ever in-
formal summit between Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and President 
Xi Jinping that was aimed at cooling 
tensions to avert incidents like the 
Dokalam military standoff last year.

The 73-day standoff marked a 
new low in bilateral ties.

Lhunze was in the news last Oc-
tober, just about two months after 
Dokalam, when Xi in a rare gesture 
replied to correspondence from a 
herding family in Lhunze County 
underscoring Beijing’s claim to the 
area. 

The family is based in Yumai, 
China’s smallest town in terms of 
population located close to Aru-
nachal Pradesh.

Xi thanked the father and his two 
daughters for their loyalty and contri-
butions to China, and also urged the 
people of Lhunze to “set down roots” 
to develop the area for the national 
interest.

The Post report said although 

mining has been going on in the 
world’s highest mountain range for 
thousands of years, the challenge 
of accessing the remote terrain and 
concerns about environmental dam-
age had until now limited the extent 
of the activities.

But the unprecedented heavy 
investment by the Chinese gov-
ernment to build roads and other 
infrastructure in the area has made 
travel easy.

Most of the precious minerals 
which include rare earths used to 
make hi-tech products are hidden 
under Lhunze county, the report said.

By the end of last year, the scale 
of mining activity in Lhunze had 
surpassed that of all other areas in 
Tibet, it said.

People have poured into the area 
so fast that even local government 
officials could not provide a precise 
count for the current population, it 
said.

“Enormous, deep tunnels have 
been dug into the mountains along 
the military confrontation line, allow-

ing thousands of tonnes of ore to be 
loaded and transported out by trucks 
daily, along roads built through every 
village,” it said.

Extensive power lines and com-
munication networks have been 
established, while construction is un-
der way on an airport that can handle 
passenger jets, it said.

With more mines being dug in 
Lhunze and surroundings, a county 
official told the Post that more than 
80 per cent of the county govern-
ment’s tax income came from min-
ing.

The mines would also lead to 
a situation akin to “another South 
China Sea” arising out of the world’s 
highest mountain range, it said.

Zheng Youye, a professor at the 
China University of Geosciences in 
Beijing and the lead scientist for a 
Beijing-funded northern Himalayan 
minerals survey, confirmed to the 
Post that a series of discoveries in 
recent years put the potential value 
of ores under Lhunze and the nearby 
area at 370 billion yuan (USD 58 bil-

lion).
“This is just a preliminary esti-

mate. More surveys are underway,” 
he said.

There could be more big discover-
ies as Chinese researchers learn more 
about the area. With strong financial 
backing from the government, they 
have already amassed extensive data 
on the region.

According to Zheng, the new-
found ores could tip the balance of 
power between China and India in 
the Himalayas.

He said Chinese troops withdrew 
in the 1962 war from the areas in Aru-
nachal Pradesh as they had no people 
to hold the territory. 

The new mining activities would 
lead to a rapid and significant in-
crease in the Chinese population in 
the Himalayas, Zheng said, which 
would provide stable, long-term sup-
port for any diplomatic or military 
operations aimed at gradually driving 
Indian forces out of territory claimed 
by China.

“This is similar to what has hap-

pened in the South China Sea” where 
Beijing has asserted its claim to much 
of the contested waters by building 
artificial islands and increasing its 
naval activity, he said.

Hao Xiaoguang, a researcher 
with the Institute of Geodesy and 
Geophysics at the Chinese Academy 
of Sciences in Wuhan, Hubei who 
specialises in India-China issues 
said Beijing was likely to take the 
same approach to the Himalayas as 
in the South China Sea. As China’s 
economic, geopolitical and military 
strength continues to increase, “it is 
only a matter of time before South 
Tibet returns to Chinese control,” 
Hao claimed.

“What China (has) achieved to-
day in the South China Sea was al-
most unthinkable a decade ago. I am 
optimistic (about) what will happen 
in the Himalayas in the coming years 
because President Xi has made it 
clear that ‘not a single inch of our land 
will be or can be ceded from China’, 
which definitely includes South Ti-
bet,” he said.

PTI

Krishak Mukti Sangram Samiti (KMSS) Advisor  Akhil Gogoi waves black flags as he is detained along with 
supporters in the bus, during a protest before the arrival of BJP President Amit Shah at Panjabari in Guwahati 
on Sunday. 

Mirror Crossword 1824sud0ku 1664
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1823

ACROSS
1. Actor _____ Keach
6. “Negative cheers”
10. Chooses
14. Hickory or walnut
15. Again
16. Check or hold back
17. Large open Inuit boat
18. Roman emperor
19. Hereditary unit on a 

chromosome
20. Significances
22. Color or fruit
24. 8th century BC Hebrew 

prophet
25. “The Faerie Queene” poet 

Edmund _______
26. Armed assailant
29. Sound made to attact attention
30. Mountain range in Kirghiz
31. Manifestation
37. French for “Tuesday”
39. Atmosphere
40. Cocoyams
41. Expression of affection
44. Operatic prima donna
45. Mothers
46. Give a second consideration 

(legal)
48. Seller of newspapers
52. Venetian traveler Marco ____
53. Through
54. Amazes
58. Lump of earth or clay
59. Small
61. Father of Jacob and Esau 

(Bible)
62. New Zealand hardwood tree
63. Singer ____ Clapton
64. Dividing membranes
65. French for “Summers”
66. Impetuous
67. City in Germany

DOWN
1. Dross
2. Docile
3. Operatic solo
4. Caustic acidic crystalline 

compound
5. City in Washington
6. Loud retorts
7. Singles
8. Over (poetic)
9. Snatched suddenly
10. Keyboard instrument
11. Hammers
12. Faint trace of color 
13. Contemptuous facial 

expression
21. Not a one
23. Send money
25. Sheared
26. Competitive diversion
27. Mongolian capital ____ 

Bator
28. Plant with aromatic roots
29. Genus of fir trees
32. Mother
33. Asylums
34. Great Lake
35. Exploding star
36. Emperor
38. Metrical feet 

42. Adult male chicken
43. Jog
47. Wife of French theologian 

Peter Abelard
48. Mother-of-pearl
49. Acclaim
50. Scribbled
51. Carbonated beverages
52. Psychology (abbrev.)
54. Licorice-flavored seeds
55. Little sleeps
56. A particular point in time
57. Scrutinize
60. Individual Retirement 

Account

solutions to suD0ku 1663

Give up citizenship Bill, it’s a threat — AGP to Shah

Manipur observes first World Bee Day

Tourism Ministry proposes 
lifting restrictions on 
foreigners travelling to NE

App to fix parking pangs in Northeast

China’s gold mine at Arunachal border may become another flash point with India
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Forest department officials and participants after the workshop at Tshekwelu Community Reserve.

Samples of soft toys produce by the trainees during a month training. 

Communities agree in principle to 
implement Wildlife Protection Act 

Women get certificates in soft toy-making 

NU students remind governor 
about his assurance for facility

B’lore students told to register

Dimapur, May 20 (EMN): 
A workshop was organised 
by the Nagaland Forest 
department conducted 
a workshop on nature 
conservation for the com-
munity and students of 
Tshekwelu at the Tshek-
welu Community Reserve.

A press release receive 
here on Sunday informed 
that the programme was 
attended by officers from 
the Forest department, 
village councils and GBs 
of  Chizami, Enuhulumi, 
Thetsumi, Tsiipfume and 
Zelume villages, who form 
part of the Community 

Reserve; and students of 
Sacred Heart School, 
Chizami.

The programme was 
sponsored under the 
scheme of Community 
Reserve of the Ministry 
of Environment, Forest & 
Climate Change, Govern-
ment of India, New Delhi. 
The project proposal was 
prepared by Rongsenlem-
la, in 2015 as the District 
Forest Officer, Phek, it in-
formed.

VCC Chizami, high-
lighted how villagers, 
hunters in the past became 
protector of the forest and 

wildlife. The chairman of 
Community Reserve Man-
agement Committee gave 
a brief background of the 
conservation history. 

He said that villagers 
of the five villages took a 
decision in 1986 to protect 
an area of 1800 hectare for 
providing natural resourc-
es to the next generation 
on sustained basis on the 
principle of sustainable 
forest management, lead-
ing to sustainable devel-
opment.

The chief wildlife war-
den of Nagaland, Satya 
Prakash Tripathi, said the 

genesis of the human-ani-
mal conflict is prevalent in 
the state. 

He highlighted the 
policies of the state gov-
ernment and the MoEF& 
CC, GoI, for addressing the 
problem.

He also spoke on the 
importance of forest and 
wildlife, its scenario in Na-
galand, details of commu-
nity reserves for increasing 
protected area network 
in the state, and financial 
assistance to the com-
munities. 

“With notification of a 
forest into a Community 

Dimapur May 20 (EMN): 
A month long soft toys 
making training organ-
ized by the Family Plan-
ning Association of India 
(FPA) India at Aboi on 
Mon district under the ae-
gis of the Government of 
Nagaland and Ministry of 
Tribal Affairs under Article 
275(1) 2017-18 program, 
has successfully conclud-
ed on May 17.

A total of 130 female 
trainees received their 
award of certificate on 
completion, the organ-
izers informed. 

Songmeth, and Th-
reingyei, president and 
secretary of KNSK Aboi 
unit respectively distrib-
uted the certificates to the 
trainees.  

The president exhort-
ed the trainees to carry 

forward the new skill and 
help in entrepreneuri-
al pursuits and not just 
adorning the homes. 

She encouraged them 
to form self help groups 
and pursue their econom-
ic independence dreams 
where the KNSK will pro-
vide full support.

 She also thanked 
the organizers and the 
trainers for providing free 
training at a time when 
people pay to avail such 
opportunity in long dis-
tance centers. 

One of the trainees, 
Pongchoi on behalf of 
the trainees expressed 
gratitude to FPA India and 
trainers for the wonder-
ful experience and the 
opportunity to learn new 
skill in friendly and home-
ly ambience with much 

patience and resourceful 
teaching.  

The general manager 
of FPA India, Nagaland 
branch, Vincent Belho 
congratulated the train-
ees and urged them to 
continue their practice 
of the new skill to perfec-
tion and join hands in the 
form of self help groups 
for onward ventures. 

He exhorted them to 
recall and reflect on the 
health topics of discus-
sions during the earlier 
sessions wherein mat-
ters on family planning, 
HIV&AIDS, Hepatitis and 
birth control topics were 
discussed saying Health 
is wealth and without 
good health even new 
skills will not enable prof-
itable economic empow-
erment.

Reserve, the ownership 
doesn’t change and the 
land is required to be used 
only for forestry and wild-
life purpose, he siad.” 

W i l d l i f e  w a r d e n , 
Kiphire, Suman W M Siva-
char, spoke about the role 
of different wild animals 
and how they form an in-
tricate part in the suste-
nance of life on the planet 
by citing examples. 

T h e  p r o g r e s s i v e 
thoughts and foresight 
of the village councils in 
playing a proactive role in 
reduction of water scarcity 
via conservation of forest 
and wildlife was appreci-
ated was also emphasized. 

He also conducted a 
quiz on wild animals for 
the students present at 
the event and highlighted 
interesting facts about the 
behaviour of various wild 
animals. 

DFO Phek Velatso 
Demo spoke on respon-
sibility of parents to sensi-
tize their children in pro-
tecting wildlife. 

Further, a copy of the 
Wildlife (Protection) Act 
1972 was handed over to 
each of the village councils 
and the issues of wildlife 
crime were highlighted. 

The participants were 
stated to have agreed in 
principle to implement 
the act in totality. He ap-
pealed to the people for 
protection of wildlife and 
contact the department 
for compensation against 
damage of crops/property 
and human injury by wild 
animals. 

Dimapur, May 20 (EMN): 
The Nagaland University 
Students’ Union, Lumami 
in a letter to Governor PB 
Acharya, reminded about 
his assurance given to the 
union during the meeting 
held on Sept. 6 2017.

A press release from the 
union president and gen-
eral secretary stated that 
the governor had assured 
to improve sound system, 
install street lights, ATM 
booth, and construction 
of footpath towards girls’ 
hostel.  While expressing 
their hope and trust upon 
governor, the union added 
that they are still waiting 
for the changes that the 
union had asked in their 
representation to governor. 

 “We don’t think that 
just occasional flying visit 

to Nagaland University, 
Lumami, would alter the all 
course of NU, Lumami and 
neither does it give a wing 
for an inch of advance-
ment,” the letter read.

“We cannot find any 
footprint of any present 
days’ Honorable Chief 
Ministers of Nagaland 
within the boundaries of 
NU, Lumami, it’s neither 
seasonal nor occasional 
and that is not very phe-
nomenal on the side of the 
state government to ignore 
the existence of Nagaland 
University,” the union stat-
ed. However, the union is 
optimistic that other voices 
would be heard. It also 
added that the students 
believe in the spirit ‘walk 
the talk no matter what the 
work’.

Dimapur, May 20 (EMN): 
The Lotha Students’ Union 
of Bangalore has informed 
parents and guardians 
of Lotha students living 
in Bangalore to get their 
wards registered with the 
LSU’s office in the city. It 
will assist in times of need 
besides building ‘better 
recognition’ of members 
in the city, the union stat-
ed. Parents and guardians 

are asked to contact the 
union’s President Shen-
shimong Ngullie and Gen-
eral Secretary Limhathung 
Ezung at 9916387706 and 
6361569174, in that order.

Samples of the soft toys 
that were produced by 
trainees.Forest department 
officials and participants 
after the workshop at the 
Tshekwelu Community 
Reserve.
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Dialogue for Peace 

U
nilateral ceasefire declared by Govern-
ment in Kashmir during the holy month of 
Ramzan is a welcome move. It should be 
regarded as a positive step towards bring-

ing back peace in the troubled state. It is no gainsaying 
that guns cannot bring any solution. If a solution of 
the Kashmir problem is to be found it can come only 
through dialogue. So the Centre’s bold initiative in 
Kashmir should be reciprocated by all concerned be-
cause a violence-free valley will definitely pave way for 
discussion, a demand which the Kashmiris are raising 
for long. There should be no provocation from either 
side. The security forces may continue patrolling in 
the State but should refrain from launching opera-
tions to flush out militants. On the other hand, the ter-
rorists should accept the ceasefire declaration in true 
letter and spirit and not indulge in any attack on secu-
rity forces or innocent citizens. Moreover, the separa-
tist leaders need also to keep their mouth shut. It has 
often been found that more than the security forces 
of the terrorists, it is these leaders who vitiate the at-
mosphere more by their unnecessary and sometimes 
illogical statements or deeds. There is no denying that 
some of these leaders are popular among the masses. 
Though it talks about separation, Huriyat Conference 
is the most popular organisation in Kashmir valley. 
Now, taking advantage of the ceasefire, the organisa-
tion should start a dialogue with both the Centre and 
the terrorist groups. Huriyat leaders should realise 
that time has come for them to act as a bridge between 
the government and the misguided youths. Kashmir 
has witnessed enough of bloodshed. The paradise on 
earth should not be turned in to a graveyard by widen-
ing the gap.

We all know that all these are easier said than done. 
Ages of distrust between the two sides will not be van-
ished overnight. To build the trust, both sides will have 
to make sacrifices. Both sides will have to shed their 
holier than thou attitude and start talking to each oth-
er as frequently as they can. Clearly, both sides will not 
come together just by a month’s ceasefire. There is still 
lot more required to do. For example, if the ceasefire 
declaration can bring some success, the next step will 
be about Armed Forces Special Power Act (AFSPA}. 
The issue which will come along with AFSPA is reduc-
tion of forces from the valley. If both sides can success-
fully cross these hurdles only then hope for a peaceful 
Kashmir will be brightened. Here we should make a 
point clear. We are not giving sermons to the people 
of Kashmir. We are speaking from our experiences as 
we have firsthand experiences on how to bring back 
peace in a trouble-torn State or region. More than 
two decades ago, when the ceasefire between Gov-
ernment of India and Naga organisation were an-
nounced, many spelled doom for the peace initiative 
within months. Initially, there were troubles too. But 
as days progressed, both the sides started knowing 
each other better one after another problems were 
amicably solved and now we are at the doorstep of a 
solution of the vexed Naga problem. Credit should be 
given to both the sides that though it took more than 
two decades to be near a solution, there was no lack of 
commitment, sincerity and respect for popular wish. 
So the same formula can be applied in Kashmir too 
because we all want to live in a violence-free society.

Mohammed Shafeeq  | IANS

A Book Long Due: Jim W Kasom’s 
Homecoming and Other Stories

Shelmi Sankhil

J
im Wungramyao Kasom’s 
Homecoming and Other 
Stories, published by Bib-
liophile South Asia and 

Promilla & Co., and released 
in Delhi on the 12th of May 
is one more addition to the 
growing body of literary work 
coming from the northeast 
of India. Literature produced 
by the inhabitants of India’s 
northeast needs further seg-
regation to draw attention 
to the diversities in history, 
culture and language in the 
region. They can be broadly 
grouped as those who already 
had literary culture before 
the advent of the British, and 
those for whom the culture 
of formal reading and writing 
began with colonialism or af-
ter. Manipuri and Assamese 
belong to the former, and the 
heterogenous all others (with 
small exceptions) belong to 
the second group. I prefer to 
use the word “indigenous” for 
the second group to carry two 
important meanings. Unlike 
the Manipuri and Assamese 

literatures, these works com-
ing from the erstwhile oral 
societies had no established 
literary tradition of their own 
to fall back on, or draw from, 
when the new medium of im-
aginative expression entered 
their culture. It was a clean 
start for them in a script en-
tirely foreign but which they 
had learned to gradually ap-
propriate it. The acquisition 
of literacy drove a wedge into 
the domain of cultural expres-
sion for these communities; 
and writing dislodged orality 
in eminence. Consequently, 
the structural implications of 
this emergent reality is incom-
parable and perforce requires 
a separate category to reflect 
that. Secondly, the aesthetic 
quality of their fiction is not it-
erative or continuous with the 
mainstream Indo-islamic aes-
thetic found in major Indian 
literary cultures, including As-
samese and Manipuri - a cur-
sory reading of any work from 
these communities attests to 
this fact. This literary-histor-

ical distinctions ought to be 
emphasised in our approach 
to literatures from India’s “far 
east” (a more accurate de-
scription than “northeast” as 
New Delhi, and not colonial 
Calcutta, is the capital of inde-
pendent India).

The choice to write in Eng-
lish is an even more interest-
ing phenomenon. Vernacu-
lar literature had taken root 
shortly after the acquisition of 
the Roman alphabet by these 
communities. And it grew tall 
and wide. For instance, Mizo 
literary culture in the ver-
nacular using the Roman al-
phabet goes as far back as the 
early twentieth century; and 
the same is true of the Khasi, 
Ao, Angami, Garo, etc. These 
communities have a relatively 
longer history of written liter-
ary culture in the vernacular. 
But the beginnings of English 
as the first-choice language of 
writing fiction is recent and 
asymmetrically spread across 
the communities in this group. 
Case in point, the Mizos, one 
of the most linguistically ad-
vanced groups, had contained 
for decades their imaginative 
fiction in the vernacular until 
Malsawmi Jacob published 
Zorami: A Redemption Song 
in 2015. However, Angami had 
their first in 2003 in Easterine 
Kire’s A Naga Village Remem-
bered, which also happens to 
be the first work of long fiction 
by a Naga in English. 

A similar trajectory of lit-
erary history is found of the 
Tangkhul Naga as well. One 
of the earliest people groups 
to acquire literacy in Manipur, 
and also to have a transla-
tion of the Bible in their own 
language. There is a sizeable 
body of imaginative literature 
produced in Tangkhul over the 
course of a century and more. 
There are translations in Eng-
lish of Tangkhul folktales as 
well as poetry which are writ-
ten in the English language. 
However, Kasom’s Homecom-
ing marks a departure. This is 
the first book of fiction (col-
lection of short stories) writ-
ten and published in the Eng-
lish language by a Tangkhul. 
It is for this history-changing 
event that Kasom’s book is 
doubly remarkable. It contains 
nineteen stories set across 
a vast timeline of a hundred 
years of changing historical 
milieus. However, the stories 

do not pretend to represent 
the whole Tangkhul experi-
ence across this continuum. 
Instead, Kasom focuses on 
individuals and families and 
leaves the reader to infer from 
the background references, 
and also from closely follow-
ing the individual actions, the 
shifting social values of the 
community. Perhaps, it is for 
this reason that the stories 
have a memoir-like feel even 
when the narrative voice is in 
the third person. The sincerity 
of the narration and the con-
fidence of the author in telling 
stories inspired by real events, 
as the author revealed it dur-
ing the release of the book, in 
an accessible prose compen-
sates any literary shortcom-
ings one may experience.

Thematically, the anthol-
ogy touches a wide range of is-
sues. The friction between tra-
dition and modernity (“Trails 
on the Mountain), the effect 
of Naga nationalism on the 
“in-between” populace (“The 
Pastor Who Made Guns”, “Out 
of This Time” and “Tea on 
Sunday Evening” ), existential 
questions arising from trau-
matic experiences (“Swim-
ming Lessons”, etc.), Japanese 
encounter during WW 2 (“Kill-
ing the Silence”), tributes to 
loyalty and duty (“Someone 
to Call Home”, “Homecom-
ing”, etc.), Tangkhul Diaspora 
(“We Will Always Have Ukhrul 
to Talk About”, “A Perfect Gift”, 
etc.), nostalgia of boyhood ex-
perience (“A Time Traveller’s 
Tale”, etc.), a modern itera-
tion of folk-knowledge (“The 
Search” and “The Perfect Gift”) 
and more. In one big sweep, 
the anthology provides a sche-
matic presentation of a society 
in transition over the course 
of a tumultuous century. And 
one feels certain that there is 
more to be told about the ex-
perience of this community.

Another interesting fea-
ture of Homecoming is the 
sketches inserted in the pages 
of the book. They are poignant 
illustrations of a rustic life and 
convey a sense of inevitability 
about their subject matters: 
that they are on the way out of 
contemporary Tangkhul life; 
that these moments had to 
be frozen in time before they 
ceased to be part of the eve-
ryday. These sketches com-
plement the temperament 
of the stories very well. They 

serenely evoke an indescrib-
able feeling of familiarity quite 
forgotten in the daily squabble 
for a more “progressive” pur-
suit in life. But the difficulty, 
and greatness of these visu-
als, is that one is quite unable 
to recall the moment(s) en-
tirely. It is like peeling a layer 
of the unconscious as you get 
drawn into the visual narrative 
framed by the stories. Home-
coming is a brave attempt at 
finding the beautiful in the 
tragic and the extraordinary 
in the everyday. Kasom suc-
ceeds in reiterating the truth 
that no individual or experi-
ence is uninteresting. If given 
a patient and interested hear-
ing (reading), everyone has a 
beautiful story to tell that can 
contribute in enhancing our 
respect for the individual and 
love for humanity. The stories 
also reaffirm the felt truth that 
life is mysterious and no one 
experience or person has it all. 

Overall, Homecoming is a 
timely intervention in raising 
the case for a serious engage-
ment with the indigenous 
poetics of the “far east” of In-
dia. The minimally depicted 
cultural landscape is not un-
like the more luxuriant ones 
one frequently encounters in 
Easterine Kire, Temsula Ao 
or Mamang Dai. But the im-
aginative flavour is markedly 
characteristic of the Tangkhul 
experience — even with the 
“odd” lone Khasi story in the 
anthology. The book also rep-
resents the first work of seri-
ous fiction in the English lan-
guage by a tribesman hailing 
from the hills of Manipur. The 
filling of the lacuna is started. 
One hopes this smoothens the 
path for others to join. Untold 
stories from the large heter-
ogenous groups of people in 
the region need interested 
reading and platform to un-
derstand the consciousness 
and subjective aspirations of 
the people. The general ethos 
conditioning the choices and 
actions of these peoples is a 
very solid place to begin any 
serious conversation for col-
lective progress. One may not 
find the elusive panacea to the 
region’s multi-faceted chal-
lenges in these stories. But the 
soul of the land and its people, 
which is the intangible beyond 
the reach of empirical science, 
are amply illuminated. And 
nothing but the soul endures.

Hunger Has No Religion: Azhar Maqsusi’s Mission is Manna for Hyderabad Homeless

H
omeless beggars, ragpickers 
and labourers sitting with 
plates on a mat are waiting 
under a flyover. As the clock 

strikes 12.30 pm, a slim man appears on 
the scene and starts serving hot rice and 
dal.

Dabeerpura flyover in the old city 
has been witnessing this every day since 
2012 and not a single day goes without 
the hungry gathering there for lunch or 
the man not serving them food. Meet 
Syed Osman Azhar Maqsusi, who works 
with unflinching zeal to satiate the hun-
ger of the needy with apt slogan ‘hunger 
has no religion’.

As someone who lost his father at 
the age of four and who himself expe-
rienced the pangs of hunger, Azhar un-
derstands their pangs and is ready to do 
whatever possible to alleviate their suf-
fering.

It was a chance encounter with a 
homeless woman near the same flyo-
ver six years ago which motivated him 
to launch the free food programme. 
“Lakshmi was crying due to hunger. I 
arranged food for her and decided to do 
everything within my limited means to 
remove the hunger of as many people 
as possible,” recalled the 36-year-old to 
IANS.

Initially, his wife used to cook the 
food at home and he used to bring the 
same to flyover for serving the needy. 
Later, he started cooking under the flyo-
ver to save the cost on transportation.

“It started with 30-35 people and 
today more than 150 people are being 
provided food here,” said Azhar, who 
now runs the Sani Welfare Foundation 
and has hired two cooks.

Three years ago, he extended this 
work to Gandhi Hospital, the biggest 
government-run facility in Secundera-
bad, the twin city of Hyderabad. A van 
of the foundation transports food for 
150-200 people every day.

The Foundation along with NGOs is 
also running daily food programmes in 
Bengaluru, Guwahati, Raichur and Tan-
dur.

Azhar is happy that the work which 
he started alone has motivated many 
individuals and organizations. “Today 
you can see many people distributing 
free food among the needy at various 
places in the city,” says Azhar with a 
sense of achievement.

He, however, believes that his dream 
will come true only when hunger is 
eliminated from this country and the 
world. “There should be nothing called 
hunger,” says Azhar.

He runs a Plaster-of-Paris unit near 
Dabeerpura and spends a few hours 
every morning and evening there. “The 
rest of the time I spend in arranging food 
at both the places,” said Azhar, who is 
helped by his brother, his cousin and a 
couple of volunteers on weekends.

As Azhar sat in his shop, a donor ar-
rived with three bags of rice on his two-
wheeler and Azhar himself unloaded 
the bags.

Last month, he was invited by actor 
Salman Khan to Mumbai for an event of 
his foundation “Being Human”. Select-
ed as one of the six real-life heroes from 
across the country, Azhar had conversa-
tion and photoshoot with the actor. The 
social worker was earlier on a show ‘Aaj 
ki raat hai zindagi’ hosted by Amitabh 
Bacchan. Various organizations have 
also honoured him.

Azhar, however, remained down to 

earth. “I don’t have an office or staff. 
There is no change in my lifestyle.”

He doesn’t collect funds. “If people 
come with donations in the form of rice 
and dal, I accept it. I don’t accept cash 
unless the donor is not in a position to 
bring rice or dal,” he said.

Third among the four siblings, he 
dropped out of school when he was in 
fifth standard and started working as a 
labourer.

“We used to live in my grandfather’s 
house. He also had a big family to look 
after. We used to get food once a day and 
sometimes even that was not available. 
But whatever may be the situation, we 
should remain thankful to the almighty 

Allah.”
For Azhar, the biggest inspiration 

is his mother, who struggled to bring 
them up. He believes that Allah is ar-
ranging food for the hungry and the 
needy through him.

“It doesn’t matter who is coming to 
eat. All I know is they are hungry. It’s in 
their destiny. Dane dane pe likha hai 
khane wale ka naam (Every crumb you 
get to eat has your name on it),” adds 
Azhar.

(The weekly feature series is part of a 
positive-journalism project of IANS 

and the Frank Islam Foundation. 
Mohammed Shafeeq can be contacted 

at m.shafeeq@ians.in)
Bless those who curse you and pray for 

those who mistreat you.

In 1960, six-year-old Ruby Bridges was the first Af-
rican-American child to integrate an all-white public 
elementary school in the American South. Every day 
for months, federal marshals escorted Ruby past a 

mob of angry parents shouting curses, threats, and in-
sults at her. Safely inside, she sat in a classroom alone 
with Barbara Henry, the only teacher willing to instruct 
her while parents kept their children from attending 
school with Ruby.

Noted child psychologist Robert Coles met with Ruby 
for several months to help her cope with the fear and 
stress she experienced. He was amazed by the prayer 
Ruby said every day as she walked to school and back 
home. “Please, God, forgive them because they don’t 
know what they’re doing” (see Luke 23:34). 

The words of Jesus spoken from the cross were 
stronger than the hatred and insults hurled at Him. In the 
most agonizing hours of His life, our Lord demonstrated 
the radical response He taught His followers: “Love your 
enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those 
who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you . . . . Be 
merciful, just as your Father is merciful” (Luke 6:27–28, 
36).

This remarkable approach is possible only as we 
consider the powerful love Jesus has given us—love 
stronger than even the deepest hatred.

Ruby Bridges helped show us the way.

Father, You have so graciously forgiven us. Help us 
today to forgive others who have wronged us.

The social worker also featured on a show hosted by Amitabh Bacchan. IANS

DAILY
PATH

A Prayer of 
Forgiveness

BIBLE READ:   LUKE 6:27–36
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless 

those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 
~  Luke 6:27–28

Bibliophile South Asia and Promilla & Co: New 
Delhi and Chicago, 2018; Pages 276, Rs. 350. $10



The modern idea that nature is 
discrete originated in Ancient 
Greek atomism. Leucippus, 
Democritus and Epicurus all 

argued that nature was composed of  
what they called átomos or ‘indivisible 
individuals’. Nature was, for them, the 
totality of discrete atoms in motion. 
There was no creator god, no immor-
tality of the soul, and nothing static (ex-
cept for the immutable internal nature 
of the atoms themselves). Nature was 
atomic matter in motion and complex 
composition – no more, no less.

Despite its historical influence, 
however, atomism was eventually all 
but wiped out by Platonism, Aristote-
lianism and the Christian tradition that 
followed throughout the Middle Ages. 
Plato told his followers to destroy De-
mocritus’ books whenever they found 
them, and later the Christian tradition 
made good on this demand. Today, 
nothing but a few short letters from 
Epicurus remain.

Atomism was not finished, howev-
er. It reemerged in 1417, when an Ital-
ian book-hunter named Poggio Brac-
ciolini discovered a copy of an ancient 
poem in a remote monastery: De Re-
rum Natura (On the Nature of Things), 
written by Lucretius (c99-55 BCE), a 
Roman poet heavily influenced by Epi-
curus. This book-length philosophical 
poem in epic verse puts forward the 
most detailed and systematic account 
of ancient materialism that we’ve been 
fortunate enough to inherit. In it, Lu-
cretius advances a breathtakingly bold 
theory on foundational issues in eve-
rything from physics to ethics, aesthet-
ics, history, meteorology and religion. 
Against the wishes and best efforts of  
the Christian church, Bracciolini man-

aged to get it into print, and it soon cir-
culated across Europe. 

This book was one of the most im-
portant sources of inspiration for the 
scientific revolution of the 16th and 
17th centuries. Nearly every Renais-
sance and Enlightenment intellectual 
read it and became an atomist to some 
degree (they often made allowances for 
God and the soul). Indeed, this is the 
reason why, to make a long and im-
portant story very short, science and 
philosophy even today still tend to look 
for and assume a fundamental discrete-
ness in nature. Thanks in no small part 
to Lucretius’ influence, the search for 
discreteness became part of our histori-
cal DNA. The interpretive method and 
orientation of modern science in the 
West literally owe their philosophical 
foundations to ancient atomism via Lu-
cretius’ little book on nature. Lucretius, 
as Stephen Greenblatt says in his book 
The Swerve (2011), is ‘how the world 
became modern’.

There is a problem, however. If  
this story is true, then modern Western 
thought is based on a complete mis-
reading of Lucretius’ poem. It was not 
a wilful misreading, of course, but one 
in which readers committed the sim-
ple error of projecting what little they 
knew second-hand about Greek atom-
ism (mostly from the testimonia of its 
enemies) onto Lucretius’ text. They 
assumed a closer relationship between 
Lucretius’ work and that of his pred-
ecessors than actually exists. Crucially, 
they inserted the words ‘atom’ and 
‘particle’ into the translated text, even 
though Lucretius never used them. Not 
even once! A rather odd omission for 
a so-called ‘atomist’ to make, no? Lu-
cretius could easily have used the Latin 
words atomus (smallest particle) or 
particula (particle), but he went out of  

his way not to. Despite his best efforts, 
however, the two very different Latin 
terms he did use, corpora (matters) and 
rerum (things), were routinely translat-
ed and interpreted as synonymous with 
discrete ‘atoms’.

Further, the moderns either trans-
lated out or ignored altogether the near-
ly ubiquitous language of continuum 
and folding used throughout his book, 
in phrases such as ‘solida primordia 
simplicitate’ (simplex continuum). As a 
rare breed of scholar interested in both 
classical texts and quantum physics, the 
existence of this material continuum in 
the original Latin struck me quite pro-
foundly. I have tried to show all of this 
in my recent translation and commen-
tary, Lucretius I: An Ontology of Mo-
tion (2018), but here is the punchline: 
this simple but systematic and ubiqui-
tous interpretive error constitutes what 
might well be the single biggest mistake 
in the history of modern science and 
philosophy.

This mistake sent modern science 
and philosophy on a 500-year quest 
for what Sean Carroll in his 2012 book 
called the ‘particle at the end of the 
universe’. It gave birth to the laudable 
virtues of various naturalisms and ma-
terialisms, but also to less praiseworthy 
mechanistic reductionisms, patriarchal 
rationalisms, and the overt domination 
of nature by humans, none of which 
can be found in Lucretius’ original Lat-
in writings. What’s more, even when 
confronted with apparently continuous 
phenomena such as gravity, electric and 
magnetic fields, and eventually space-
time, Isaac Newton, James Maxwell 
and even Albert Einstein fell back on 
the idea of an atomistic ‘aether’ to ex-
plain them. All the way back to the an-
cients, aether was thought to be a subtle 
fluid-like substance composed of insen-

sibly tiny particles. Today, we no longer 
believe in the aether or read Lucretius 
as an authoritative scientific text. Yet in 
our own way, we still confront the same 
problem of continuity vs discreteness 
originally bequeathed to us by the mod-
erns: in quantum physics.

Theoretical physics today is at a 
critical turning point. General relativity 
and quantum field theory are the two 
biggest parts of what physicists now 
call ‘the standard model’, which has 
enjoyed incredible predictive success. 
The problem, however, is that they have 
not yet been unified as two aspects of  
one overarching theory. Most physicists 
think that such unification is only a 
matter of time, even though the current 
theoretical frontrunners (string theory 
and loop quantum gravity) have yet to 
produce experimental confirmations.

Quantum gravity is of enormous 
importance. According to its propo-
nents, it stands poised to show the 
world that the ultimate fabric of nature 
(space-time) is not continuous at all, but 
granular, and fundamentally discrete. 
The atomist legacy might finally be se-
cured, despite its origins in an interpre-
tive error.

There is just one nagging problem: 
quantum field theory claims that all 
discrete quanta of energy (particles) are 
merely the excitations or fluctuations in 
completely continuous quantum fields. 
Fields are not fundamentally granular. 
For quantum field theory, everything 
might be made of granules, but all gran-
ules are made of folded-up continuous 
fields that we simply measure as granu-
lar. This is what physicists call ‘pertur-
bation theory’: the discrete measure of  
that which is infinitely continuous and 
so ‘perturbs one’s complete discrete 
measurement’, as Frank Close puts it in 
The Infinity Puzzle (2011). Physicists 

also have a name for the sub-granular 
movement of this continuous field: 
‘vacuum fluctuations’. Quantum fields 
are nothing but matter in constant mo-
tion (energy and momentum). They 
are therefore never ‘nothing’, but more 
like a completely positive void (the flux 
of the vacuum itself) or an undulating 
ocean (appropriately called ‘the Dirac 
sea’) in which all discrete things are its 
folded-up bubbles washed ashore, as 
Carlo Rovelli puts it in Reality Is Not 
What it Seems (2016). Discrete parti-
cles, in other words, are folds in con-
tinuous fields.

The answer to the central question 
at the heart of modern science, ‘Is na-
ture continuous or discrete?’ is as radi-
cal as it is simple. Space-time is not con-
tinuous because it is made of quantum 
granules, but quantum granules are not 
discrete because they are folds of infi-
nitely continuous vibrating fields. Na-
ture is thus not simply continuous, but 

an enfolded continuum.
This brings us right back to Lucre-

tius and our original error. Working 
at once within and against the atom-
ist tradition, Lucretius put forward the 
first materialist philosophy of an infi-
nitely continuous nature in constant 
flux and motion. Things, for Lucretius, 
are nothing but folds (duplex), pleats 
(plex), bubbles or pores (foramina) in 
a single continuous fabric (textum) wo-
ven by its own undulations. Nature is 
infinitely turbulent or perturbing, but 
it also washes ashore, like the birth of  
Venus, in meta-stable forms – as Lucre-
tius writes in the opening lines of De 
Rerum Natura: ‘Without you [Venus] 
nothing emerges into the sunlit shores 
of light.’ It has taken 2,000 years, but 
perhaps Lucretius has finally become 
our contemporary.

(Thomas Nail is associate professor of  
philosophy at the University of  Denver)

Women’s votes played a decisive role 
in the Karnataka elections. The 
statistics speak for themselves. In 
the  Chamundeshwari  seat lost 

by former chief minister Siddaramaiah to his 
Janata Dal (Secular) rival G.T. Deve  Gowda, 
1.10 lakh women cast their vote as opposed to 
1.14 lakh men.

K.N. Ramesh, the joint chief electoral of-
ficer in Karnataka pointed out, “The voting per-
centage of women was 75% as opposed to 76% 
men in  Chamundeshwari.”

With women voting in such large numbers 
(of the 2.4 crore women in the Karnataka elec-
toral list, 1.8 crore women cast their votes on 
May 15) it would be expected that  the  political 
parties would have given a large number of tick-
ets to women candidates.

The reality is that despite all this tall talk of  
smashing gender barriers, the number of tickets 
to women candidates has  shrunk drastically. 
Out of 224 assembly seats in Karnataka, the 
BJP gave a measly six seats to women candi-
dates while the Congress gave 16.

The argument that there are not enough 
women in the state’s politics who could be given 
tickets is specious. Karnataka was one of  the 
first states  in India to reserve seats for women 
in  panchayats  and has many experienced 
women in grassroots politics  who could have 
been given tickets for assembly elections.

Fewer tickets to women candidates in Kar-
nataka is part of a trend seen across all states, 
be it Tripura, Gujarat, Punjab or Uttar Pradesh. 
And this is happening at a time when the Elec-
tion Commission has found that women candi-
dates are often more educated than their male 
counterparts and with no criminal records.

In the Tripura assembly elections, not only 
did women vote in larger numbers than their 
male counterparts in many constituencies, 
but they also made a difference in many cru-
cial elections.  In  Dhanpur, the constituency of  
former chief minister Manik Sarkar,  according 
to Taposh Roy, deputy election commissioner,  
female voters averaged 95.26% against male vot-
ers who averaged 90.09%.

Tripura chief minister Biplab Kumar Deb. 
Credit: Twitter/Biplab Kumar Deb

In chief minister Biplab Kumar Deb’s con-

stituency Banamalipur, women voters crossed 
the 86.09 percentage mark against the male vot-
ing percentage of 86.30.

Tripura Congress vice-president Tapas  
Dey admitted to their crucial role in helping 
the BJP win. Dey claimed that,  “Women, who 
have a 3% higher vote share than men in this 
election, voted against the CPI(M).”

One of the main reasons why the BJP 
trumped the women vote was because of the 
high rate of crime against women. The Nation-
al Crime Record Bureau (NCRB) has shown 
that Tripura has the highest rate of crime after 
UP, but has one of the lowest conviction rates 
amongst all states.

Aparna  De, secretary of the Tripura State 
Commission for Women,  expressed satisfaction 
at the large numbers of women who have par-
ticipated in the election and attributed it to their 
high levels of political awareness.

What she was not willing to make a com-
ment on was on the fewer number of women 
candidates  across all parties.

Despite 25 years of Left rule, only 24 wom-
en contested the assembly elections in this state 

(two less than in 2013)  and from these, three 
won, including Bijina  Nath  who won for the 
third time on a CPM ticket.

But look at the case of Gujarat, Prime Min-
ister Narendra  Modi’s  own state which has a 
deficit sex ratio for women and where politi-
cal power continues to  escape the majority of  
women.  The gender ratio among voters in the 
2017 election was 920 women per 1,000 men as 
against 910 per 1,000 male voters in 2012. Of the 
11.85 lakh teenagers who were eligible to vote in 
these elections,  only  38%  were  female  voters.

A surprising development in Gujarat is that 
while EC statistics show  that  out of  the 4.3 
crore voters in Gujarat, 2.08 crore were women, 
the vote  share of women has dipped consider-
ably in the last elections.

Ahmedabad-based political scientist Profes-
sor  Ghanshyam  Shah has his own assessment 
of why women voters turned up in fewer num-
bers.

He claims that the Narendra  Modi cha-
risma among women is on the decline. This is 
something that had been reported extensively 
in the Gujarati press. “Earlier, women were im-

pressed with  Modi’s aura of masculinity and 
talk. But now his own supporters and loyalists 
feel he overdoes his boasting and are disillu-
sioned with his performance,” says Shah.

Shah also feels the major increase in prices 
of all food and essential commodities as well 
has a hike in fuel prices has led women to feel 
the BJP and its leaders do not care for their  con-
cerns.

Congress spokesperson Ami  Yagnik  be-
lieves the low turnout was a criticism of the Gu-
jarat model of development. Yagnik  described 
how during  the past five years, the BJP state 
government has closed down 13,000 govern-
ment-run schools in which girls and boys from 
poorer homes  studied.  Families were saving 
and skimping to send their boys for an educa-
tion even if  the schools are located several  kilo-
metres  away.

But what was the fate of the girl child? 
She was being forced to stay at home with the 
present government allocating only 2% of its 
budget to  the field of education.

Yagnik  also pointed to the growing sense 
of insecurity among  Gujarati women in which 
the state  saw 472 gang rapes  in the last two 
years  but  the  entire  Nirbhaya  fund was re-
turned unused to the Centre . In Gujarat, only 
21 women were given tickets.  Among  the  
338 candidates who contested the Himachal 
Pradesh polls, only 19 were women.

This patriarchal mindset is reflected in the 
fewer numbers of women contesting elections.

Women politicians decry this trend pointing 
out that the main reason for their being sidelined 
is because they lack the money and muscle pow-
er to fight elections. Prior to 1980, Karnataka, 
to cite an example, saw up to 19 women in the 
assembly in 1957.

Former minister  Leeladevi  R. Prasad says 
that she had earlier fought and won elections 
for as little as Rs 25,000 but today “caste and 
money power are in the forefront”.

Dr  Ranjana  Kumari, director of  the  Cen-
tre for Social Research, believes there is a more 
insidious reason for this exclusionist politics. 
“The RSS ideology is basically reflective of an 
extremely patriarchal mindset. Politics for them 
is a masculine activity. They talk about giving 
support to the weaker sections of society but 
that is not the case. The last four years have seen 
ten percent of women being forced out of the 

workforce despite the fact that a large number of  
our homes are today headed by single mothers,” 
said Kumari.

“The BJP has a few poster women at the top 
but someone like  Sushma  Swaraj  can hardly 
be said to have risen in politics because of her 
RSS background,” Kumari  added.

Political scientist Dr  Zoya Hasan is equally 
critical of  how all our public spaces are becom-
ing all-male preserves.  ‘This male-dominated 
ideology spread by the RSS has seen a huge rise 
in sexual violence.  Not that rape did not oc-
cur earlier.  But in the case of the  Kathua  rape 
case, two BJP MLAs had actually defended the 
accused and even the Jammu Bar Association 
went to the extent of claiming the case be hand-
ed over  to the CBI since the J&K crime branch 
had communalised the investigation. The police 
in  Unnao  did the same when they gave a clean 
chit to the local  MLA  Kuldeep  Singh  Sengar,’ 
said  Hasan.

Dr  Hasan  feels it is the insidious spread of  
this ideology which has seen women being side-
lined from public positions. ”How many vice 
chancellors in the country are women? How 
many women have been inducted into the  Niti  
Aayog?   Women are hardly visible in the public 
domain,” she maintained.

Left leader and former member of the Na-
tional  Commission  for  Women  Malini  Bhat-
tacharjee  believes political parties give a token 
acceptance to women, many of whom are ce-
lebrities who have no understanding of ground 
realities.

“Today, for women who come from poorer 
sections of society to make an entry into poli-
tics is next to impossible,” she said. Bhattach-
arjee also pointed out that tough, outspoken 
women are not given tickets. “Can you imagine 
someone like Gauri  Lankesh  being asked to 
fight an election?  She was such a danger to the 
powers that be that she was made to shut up,” 
said  Bhattacharjee.

The Women Reservation Bill which would 
have ensured 50% reservation for women in as-
semblies and  in the  Lok  Sabha is in a limbo. 
This is obviously something which the  Modi  
government does not consider amongst its pri-
orities. The result  may be a further sidelining  of   
Indian  women from the political arena.

(Rashme Sehgal is an author and a freelance 
journalist based in Delhi.)
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Opening from Lucretius’ De Rerum Natura at the Cambridge University Library, manuscript 
dated to 1563. Courtesy Wikipedia
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Chances are that 
there will be an emotional bite to the day that 
might put something of a hostile tone on any-
thing you encounter, Aries. The key is to not get 
so fixed in your ways that you turn away from 

new experiences. You’ll find that interaction with others is 
exactly what’s needed in order to keep things in balance. 
The masculine and feminine sides of your being are com-
ing together quite nicely.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Your mood should 
be quite good today, Taurus, and you’ll be well 
supported by the people around you. The key 
is to bring intense feelings directly to the ta-

ble as you experience them. You’ll find that other people 
share similar emotions at this time. The combination of 
energies between you and those close to you is simply 
magical. Join together with others on elaborate projects 
and special events.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Remember that it’s 
OK to have a little downtime, Gemini. Don’t feel 
like you have to always be up and on stage. Take 
some time to be mellow and quiet. Today is one 

of those intense days in which you feel overpowered by 
the energy around you. Don’t resist this feeling. Sink into 
your emotions and experience them for the power that 
they can bring to your overall psyche.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): This is your day to 
shine, Cancer. Everyone else may be squirm-
ing under the prevailing energy of the day, 
but you should be perfectly equipped to deal 

with any events that come your way. Despite the intense 
fluctuations in your general mood, things are on the 
upswing. You’ll find that matters will eventually come 
around your way. All the hard work you’ve put in lately is 
starting to pay off.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Give thanks to the 
people who are most precious to you, Leo. 
You’ll find that words cut to the core issues 
much more easily. Stabilize your strong emo-

tions and use them as fuel for you endeavors. The key 
today is to remember those who have helped you along 
the way. Everyone is a sensitive and loving individual, 
so treat them as such. Have fun with the people all 
around you.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Connect with the 
stabilizing force of the day, Virgo. It’s important 
for you to keep at least one foot on the ground, 
as powerful and intense emotions are likely to 

try to take over the scene. This is a good time to do things 
with passion. Don’t hold back. Whatever you do today, you 
need to give it all or nothing. There is no room for any half-
hearted attempts.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Your strong opinions 
might come into conflict with strong emotions 
today, Libra. Be aware that fountains of intensity 
are likely to spring from you as if you were a bot-
tomless well. Realize that you might need pay 

less attention to your logic today and concentrate on your 
heart. It could be hard to reason with people. If your heart 
doesn’t support what you say, you might as well not say it.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Consciously, re-
alize that you’re someone unique and special, 
Scorpio. Remember this through the day and 
let your actions reflect this affirmation. There’s 

a rather distinct intensity to the day that might cause oth-
ers to be on edge. Don’t be disrupted if there are people 
freaking out in your world. The good news is that you 
should be able to handle this intense blast of emotion eas-
ily. Emotions are your forte!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): The inten-
sity of the day could work for you in one of two 
ways, Sagittarius. You can either be depressed 
and weighed down by the intense emotional-

ism that’s likely to well up, or you can take this incredible 
intensity and put it to good use. The choice is yours. Real-
ize that any action you take is going to be highly charged 
with feelings. Likewise, others will be extra sensitive about 
any move you make.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Combine 
today’s grounding force with a bit of emo-
tional intensity from your heart to create 
a powerful combination of spirit that will 

surely make an impact on whatever you contact, Capri-
corn. The key is to not take yourself too seriously. If you 
do, there might be incidents that jump up to give you a 
thump on the head, reminding you that you’re just as 
human as the rest of us.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Your lightheart-
ed social demeanor could find a hard time 
fitting in with the general mood of the crowd 
today, Aquarius. You might find that you’re bet-

ter off simply locating a quiet place and retreating from 
the group for a little while. Read a good book or magazine. 
Plan for the days ahead and let your mind prepare for the 
things you have in store.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You should be 
able to put on your famous smile this morn-
ing and keep it on all day, Pisces. Advertise 
your beautiful soul to the world. If other peo-

ple are sad, it’s fine to sympathize, but don’t bear their 
ailments for them. Keep up a bit of a shield to protect 
yourself from this energy. At the same time, you want 
to keep a window open so other people can see you 
from the inside.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Thomas Nail | Aeon

Rashme Sehgal | thewire.in

Is Nature Continuous or Discrete? How the Atomist Error was Born

Are Women Being Sidelined in Indian Politics?  
At a time when the Election Commission has found that women candidates are often more educated than their male counterparts, 

and despite tall talk about breaking gender barriers, the number of tickets to women candidates has shrunk drastically.
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Kumaraswamy dismisses reports of 
JD(S) working out power-sharing formula

C’garh: Naxals blow up police 
vehicle; seven policemen killed 

Kathua rape: ‘Signatures 
forged to create false alibi’

AAP leader joins SAD ahead of Shahkot bypoll 

Wanted doctor leading ‘Fantastic Four’ gang arrested

One killed on 
cow slaughter 
allegation; four held

Ten dead after consuming spurious 
liquor in two districts of UPTalks with Putin will strengthen India’s 

‘special and privileged’ strategic 
partnership with Russia — PM

PTI

JD(S) Leader H D Kumaraswamy greets supporters after taking blessings of Seer Srisri Nirmalanandanatha 
Swamiji of Adichunchungiri Mutt in Bengaluru on Saturday. 

PTI

Mangled remains of the police vehicle which was blown up by Naxals with an Improvised Explosive 
Device  in Dantewada district of Chhattisgarh on Sunday.

PTI

Narendra Modi (File Photo0 PTI

Police officers investigate in Madhauli village where five persons died and many others fell ill allegedly 
after consuming spurious liquor in Kanpur Dehat district.

B e n g a l u r u , Ma y  2 0 
(PTI): JD(S) leader H D 
Kumaraswamy, who is 
all set to take over as Kar-
nataka Chief Minister, 
today dismissed reports 
about his party working 
out a power sharing for-
mula of heading the gov-
ernment for 30 months 
each, with its coalition 
partner the Congress.

“No such talks have 
taken place,” he told 
reporters here when 
asked about reports on 
power-sharing formula 
of 30 months each be-
ing worked out with the 
Congress, with whom 
JDS has stitched up a 
post-poll alliance after 
the May 12 assembly 
elections delivered a 
fractured mandate.

There were reports 
in a section of the media 
about both parties head-
ing the government for 
30 months each on rota-
tion, similar to the 20:20 
months power sharing 
agreement in 2006 with 
the BJP.

Kumaraswamy had 
headed the BJP-JD(S) 
coalition government 
for 20 months from Janu-
ary 2006, under a power 
sharing agreement of 
leading the coalition for 
20 months each.

The JD(S) had then 
reneged on its commit-
ment to share the pow-
er for the remaining 20 

months with the BJP and 
refused to hand over the 
mantle to B S Yeddyurap-
pa, causing the collapse 
of the government.

In the following elec-
tions in 2008, BJP had 
stormed to power on its 
own with Yedyurappa as 
Chief Minister of the first 
ever saffron party gov-
ernment in the South.

On reports about par-
leys with Congress lead-

ers regarding elections 
in Rajarajeshwari Nagar 
and Jayanagar assembly 
constituencies in Ben-
galuru, Kumaraswamy 
described it as “bogus”.

“It is bogus news...No 
such discussions have 
taken place.

W i n i n g  R a -
jarajeshwari Nagar and 
Jayanagara is a necessity.

Til l  now, no such 
discussions have hap-

pened,” he said. While 
polling was deferred 
i n  R a j a r a j e s h w a r i 
N a g a r  o v e r  a l l e g a -
t i o n s  o f  e l e c t o r a l 
malpractice,election to 
the Jayanagar seat was 
countermanded follow-
ing the death of the BJP 
candidate.

In the assembly elec-
tions, BJP had emerged 
as the single largest party 
with 104 seats, but fell 

short of a majority.
Yeddyurappa had 

formed the government, 
but not being able to 
make up for the short-
fall, he lost the numbers 
gained and resigned as 
chief minister without 
facing the trust vote in 
the assembly on Satur-
day.

The Congress JD(S) 
combine with a claimed 
strength of 117 with the 
support of others has 
been invited by Gover-
nor Vajubhai Vala to form 
the government, giving 
Kumaraswamy a 15 day 
window to prove his ma-
jority on the floor of the 
Assembly.

Kumaraswamy met 
the party legislators who 
are still camped at a ho-
tel in the city to insu-
late them from alleged 
poaching attempt by the 
BJP.

He said he has left the 
choice to the legislators 
to decide on staying in 
the hotel.

The JD(S) leader will 
meet UPA chief Sonia 
Gandhi and her son Con-
gress President Rahul 
Gandhi in Delhi tomor-
row to discuss the mo-
dalities of government 
formation and invite 
them for the swearing in 
ceremony on May 23.

Kumaraswamy later 
left for Tamil Nadu for a 
temple visit.

Raipur, May 20 (PTI): 
Seven police personnel 
were killed after Naxals 
blew up their vehicle in 
Chhattisgarh’s Dantewa-
da district today, police 
said.

The attack took place 
on a day when Union 
Home Minister Rajanth 
Singh is scheduled to ar-
rive in the state.

Naxals carried out a 
land mine blast around 
12 noon when a joint 
team of the Chhattis-
garh Armed Force (CAF) 
and the District Force 
(DF) was patrolling the 
Cholnar-Kirandul road to 
provide security to trucks 
carrying construction 
material for road works 
between Kirandul and 
Palnar villages, a senior 
police official said.

The intensity of the 
blast, which took place 
near a culvert, was strong 
enough to toss the po-
lice vehicle in a roadside 
ditch, he said.

Five personnel died 
on the spot and two were 
rushed to the National 
Mineral Development 
Corporation’s hospital at 
Kirandul. 

One of them died dur-
ing treatment at the hos-
pital and another was 
airlifted to Raipur, where 
he died, the official said.

Those killed from the 
DF were identified as 
Head Constable Ram-
kumar Yadav, Constable 
Tikeshwar Dhruv and As-
sistant Constable Shalik 
Ram Sinha, he said.

The official said that 
from the CAF’s 16th bat-
talion, Head Constable 
Vikram Yadav and con-
stables Rajesh Kumar 
Singh and Ravinath Patel 
were killed in the attack. 

CAF Constable Arjun 
Rajbhar, who was airlift-
ed to state capital Raipur, 
died during treatment, 
he said. 

Naxals looted six au-
tomatic weapons -- two 
AK-47s and as many IN-
SAS and self loading rifles 
-- of the deceased per-
sonnel, he said.

Police sources believe 
that the attack was in 
retaliation to the recent 
encounters in Gadchiroli 
(Maharashtra), Malkan-
giri (Odisha) and Bijapur 
(Chhattisgarh), where 
Maoists suffered major 
casualties.

Combing operations 
have been intensified in 
the area following the at-
tack, the official said.

Condemning the at-
tack, Chief Minister Ram-
an Singh termed it “cow-
ardly” and said it exposed 
the rebels’ anti-people 

and anti-development 
mindset.

“Our police personnel 
have sacrificed their lives 
while guarding a road 
construction site. Their 
sacrifice will always be 
remembered,” he said.

“This  proves that 
Naxalites do not want 
villagers and tribal peo-
ple of this district to have 
access to even basic fa-
cilities such as roads. 
Incidents like these can-
not dampen the courage 
and determination of 
our police force and of-
ficials, employees and 
labourers associated 
with road construction,” 
Singh said.

“We are committed 
to provide all-weather 
transportation facility by 
developing a network of 
roads in the entire Bas-
tar division, including 
Dantewada,” the chief 
minister said. 

Earlier, Naxals had 
carried out a land mine 
blast in Chhattisgarh’s 
Sukma district on March 
13 in which nine CRPF 
personnel were killed.

R a j a n t h  S i n g h  i s 
scheduled to arrive in 
Surguja  distr ict  this 
evening to attend the 
passing out parade of the 
CRPF’s Bastariya battal-
ion tomorrow.

Jammu, May 20 (IANS): 
Forensic evidence re-
ceived by the Jammu and 
Kashmir Crime Branch on 
Sunday in the Kathua rape 
and murder revealed that 
Vishal Jangotra had forged 
signatures on an exam 
attendance sheet that “he 
had signed” in Meerut.

Crime Branch sources 
said the forensic report 
received from the Cen-
tral Forensic Laboratory 
said the signatures on the 
exam attendance sheet 
did not match with Jan-
gotra who had claimed to 
have signed the exam at-
tendance sheet in Meerut 
to prove that he was not 
guilty after he was accused 
by the investigators of be-
ing part of the heinous 
crime.

The Crime Branch had 
all along been claiming 
that Jangotra’s signatures 
had been forged by his 
friends in Meerut to create 
a false alibi and suspect 
that someone from the 

university had allowed the 
accused to write his an-
swer sheet after the exam 
was over on January 15.

It has now summoned 
three friends of the ac-
cused to be present before 
the investigators on Mon-
day in Jammu.

Jangotra had claimed 
that he had appeared in an 
exam in Meerut on Janu-
ary 15, while the Crime 
Branch chargesheet said 
he was present in Rasana 
village of Kathua when the 
crime was committed.

The investigators also 
suspect that the accused 
had deliberately visited an 
ATM and was seen looking 
at the camera to create an 
alibi for himself.

Eight persons includ-
ing a juvenile cousin of 
Vishal Jangotra, another 
local friend of Vishal, two 
special police officers 
(SPOs), a head constable 
and a Sub-Inspector of 
J&K Police have been ac-
cused of the crime.

New Delhi, May 20 (IANS): A doctor, 
heading the “Fantastic Four” gang 
involved in numerous cases lodged in 
various states, has been arrested, police 
said on Saturday.

Deputy Commissioner of Police, 
West, Vijay Kumar said that Manish, 
who headed the gang, was apprehend-
ed after a brief gunfight with police at 
Smile Dental Clinic, F block Mansarover 
Garden in west Delhi at around 12 p.m. 

on Friday.
“He had come there with the inten-

tion to kill his wife Ritu Vashisth, the 
complainant of a case lodged here in 
Moti Nagar Police Station,” he said.

A loaded, home-made pistol has 
been recovered from him with which he 
had fired upon the police team.

Manish was involved in cases lodged 
in various states spanning from Delhi, 
Maharashtra and Goa in 2008.

Kanpur, May 20 (PTI): At 
least 10 people died and 
16 were taken seriously ill 
after allegedly consuming 
spurious liquor in this dis-
trict and its neighbouring 
Kapur Dehat, officials said 
today.

Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath 
has announced financial 
assistance of Rs 2 lakh to 
the next of kin of each of 
the deceased, an official 
statement said.

In Kanpur district, four 
people died in the hooch 
tragedy yesterday. This 
morning, another per-
son died at Lala Lajpat Rai 
(LLR) Hospital taking the 
toll to five.

The deceased have 
been identified as Rajen-
dra Kumar (48), Ratnesh 
Shukla (51), retired sub-
inspector Jagjeevan Ram 
(62), Umesh (30) and Bho-
la Yadav (30).

In the neighbouring 
Kanpur Dehat district, 
five people died in Ma-
tauli, Maghaipurwa and 
Bhanwarpur villages after 
allegedly consuming spu-
rious liquor, while seven 
are undergoing treatment 
at different hospitals.

Superintendent of 
Police (SP) Ratan Kant 
Pandey, said the deceased 
are Shyamu (40), Chun-
na Kushwaha (28), Hari 
Mishra (50) and Nagendra 
Singh (40), and Pankaj 

Satna (Madhya Pradesh), 
May 20 (IANS): Two Mus-
lim youth were badly beat-
en up by villagers in this 
Madhya Pradesh village on 
accusation of slaughtering 
a cow, leading to the death 
of one of them, police said 
on Sunday. Four accused 
have been arrested.

According to police, 
the incident happened 
in Amgaar village of the 
district on Friday morning 
when the village residents 
caught the two youth, 
identified as Siraj and Sha-
keel, with a quantity of 
meat. Suspecting it to be 
beef, they accused the duo 
of cow-slaughter. 

A crowd soon gathered 
at the spot and the two 
youth were beaten up with 
sticks. They were taken to 
the local district hospital 
where Siraj succumbed to 
his injuries while Shakeel 
was referred to Jabalpur 
for treatment, Badera po-
lice station Inspector Ra-
jendra Pathak told IANS.

Pathak also said that it 
was yet to be ascertained 
which meat the two were 
actually carrying and sam-
ples would be sent to a 
Hyderabad lab for identi-
fication. Meanwhile, two 
sacks of meat have been 
seized.

He said four people 
have been taken into cus-
tody for the crime and 
further investigations were 
underway. 

New Delhi, May 20 (PTI): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi today expressed hope 
that his talks with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
would further strengthen 
the “special and privileged” 
strategic partnership be-
tween India and Russia.

In a series of tweets 
first in Russian and then 
in English on the eve of his 
visit to Russia, he said, “Am 
confident the talks with 
President Putin will further 
strengthen the Special and 
Privileged Strategic Part-
nership between India and 
Russia.”  “Greetings to the 
friendly people of Russia. 
I look forward to my visit 
to Sochi tomorrow and my 
meeting with President Pu-
tin. It is always a pleasure 
to meet him,” Modi said in 
another tweet.

The two leaders will 
primarily focus on press-
ing global and regional 
issues, including impact 
of the US withdrawal from 
the Iran nuclear deal, dur-
ing their informal summit 
in Russian city of Sochi 
on Monday. They said the 
issues on the table may 
include economic impact 
on India and Russia in the 
wake of the US withdrawal 
from the Iran nuclear deal, 
situation in Afghanistan 

Jalandhar, May 20 (PTI): 
In a jolt to the AAP, its two 
leaders H S Walia and C 
D Singh Kamboj today 
joined the Shiromani Akali 
Dal (SAD) along with their 
supporters ahead of the 
Shahkot Assembly bypoll 
scheduled to be held on 
May 28.

Both of them joined the 
SAD the presence of party 
chief Sukhbir Singh Badal.

Welcoming Kamboj 
into the party fold, Badal 
said the senior leader was 
known for his statesman-
like conduct and strate-
gic thinking, and with his 
joining, the SAD would 
be strengthened not only 
in Doaba belt, but also in 
entire Punjab. 

Kamboj had been the 
president of BSP’s Punjab 
unit and had also contest-
ed elections twice from 
Shahkot on Congress tick-
et. He quit Congress and 
joined AAP in 2015 and was 
the party spokesperson, 
besides being the president 
of the Kamboj Mahasabha.

On the occasion, Kam-

boj said he joined the SAD 
to ensure the defeat of 
Congress’ Hardev Singh 
Laadi in the Assembly bye-
election.

Earlier, AAP leader H S 
Walia, who had contested 
2017 Assembly polls from 
Jalandhar Cantonment 
seat, also joined SAD.

Walia said he was join-
ing the SAD due to its “pro-
people” policies as well as 
the party’s desire to take all 
sections of society with it.

“I earlier joined AAP 
because it professed ideal-
ism. However I slowly real-
ised that the party had be-
come thoroughly corrupt 
and was not concerned 
about Punjabis and their 
problems. Moreover, AAP 
is being run from Delhi by 
Arvind Kejriwal who does 
not give any weightage to 
the local leadership,” Walia 
alleged.

Welcoming Walia into 
the party fold, SAD presi-
dent Sukhbir Singh Badal 
said the youth leader had 
made a name for himself in 
a short period of time and 

would be an asset for the 
SAD in Jalandhar district.

Walia would be duly 
adjusted in the party or-
ganisation and would be 
given important duties, he 
was quoted as saying in a 
release.

The SAD president said 
the manner in which both 
the Congress and the AAP 
leaders were joining the 
SAD was indicative of the 
functioning of the Con-
gress government as well 
as complete disillusion-
ment with the Aam Aadmi 
Party.

Badal said political 
leaders usually changed 
parties towards the fag end 
of any government’s ten-
ure, but presently leaders 
were “leaving the Congress 
in droves” because the 
party had “lost all appeal 
among the masses” af-
ter reneging on promises 
made to the people.

Notably, on May 17, 
senior Congress leader and 
former home minister Brij 
Bhupinder Singh Lalli had 
joined the SAD.

and Syria, threat of terror-
ism, and matters relating 
to the upcoming Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation 
(SCO) and BRICS summits.

The sources said the 
possible impact of the US 
sanctions against Rus-
sia under the Counter-
ing America’s Adversaries 
Through Sanctions Act 
(CAATSA) on Indo-Russia 
defence cooperation might 
also figure during the talks 
between Modi and Putin.

India is not going to 
allow its defence engage-
ment with Russia to be 
dictated by any other 
country, the sources have 
said, adding New Delhi 
has been lobbying with 

the Trump administration 
on the issue. The two lead-
ers may also deliberate 
on extending Indo-Russia 
civil nuclear cooperation 
to third countries, possible 
areas for cooperation for 
the International North-
South Transport Corridor 
(INSTC) project, India’s en-
gagement with five-nation 
Eurasian Economic Union 
(EAEU) and the situation in 
the Korean peninsula.

The sources said the 
large part of the informal 
meeting between Modi 
and Putin would be one-
to-one and there might 
be limited segment for re-
stricted delegation-level 
discussions.

Gautam (40).
The seriously ill have 

been admitted to LLR Hos-
pital and Ursula Horsman 
Memorial (UHM) Hospital 
in Kanpur, and the district 
hospital in Kanpur Dehat.

Kanpur’s SP (rural) 
Pradyuman Singh had 
yesterday said that accord-
ing to the relatives of the 
victims, all of them had 
consumed liquor bought 
from a government liquor 
shop.

An FIR under various 
sections of the Indian Pe-
nal Code and the Excise 
Act was lodged against 
Shyam Balak, the license 

holder of the liquor shop, 
Kanpur’s Senior Super-
intendent of Police (SSP) 
Akhilesh Kumar said.

According to police 
officials, four people were 
detained and one has 
been arrested in connec-
tion with the case even as 
Balak, the main accused, is 
still on the run.

Irate residents of Ma-
ghaipurwa and Bhanwar-
pur villages in Kanpur De-
hat blocked the road by 
placing the bodies on the 
road demanding speedy 
arrest of the accused and 
adequate ex gratia be pro-
vided to the kin of the de-

ceased. The bodies were 
sent for post-mortem after 
District Magistrate Rakesh 
Singh along with the dis-
trict police chief reached 
the spot and assured the 
protesters of quick action 
in the case.

On Saturday night, a 
massive operation against 
hooch manufacturers, 
traders and suppliers was 
carried out by the police in 
the suburban pockets, the 
SSP said. The regional ex-
cise inspector has already 
been suspended, while 
samples of the liquor in 
question have been sent 
for testing.



Havana, May 20 (PTI/AFP): 
Cuba observed a weekend of 
national mourning for victims 
of its worst crash in nearly 
three decades that killed 110 
passengers and crew. 

An investigation has been 
launched into Friday’s crash of 
the nearly 40-year-old Boeing 
737-200 leased to the national 
carrier Cubana de Aviacion by 
a Mexican company.

Three women pulled alive 
from the mangled wreckage 
and in hospital in critical con-
dition were the only survivors. 
One of them was conscious and 
asked for something to drink, 
the hospital treating them said.

The Boeing crashed shortly 
after taking off from Havana, 
coming down in a field near the 
airport and sending a thick col-
umn of acrid smoke into the air.

The circumstances echoed 
those of Cubana de Aviacion’s 
worst air disaster nearly 30 
years ago, in September 1989, 
when an Ilyushin 62 plane 
crashed on takeoff from Ha-
vana as it was headed to Italy. 
That disaster killed all 126 peo-
ple on the plane, mainly Italian 
tourists, as well as around 45 

people on the ground.
In Friday’s crash, the plane 

was on a domestic flight from 
Havana to the eastern city 
of Holguin. Most of the 104 
passengers were Cuban, with 
five foreigners, including two 
Argentines, among them.

The plane was almost 
completely destroyed in the 
crash and subsequent fire. 
What appeared to be one of 
the aircraft’s wings was wedged 
among scorched tree trunks, 
but almost nothing remained 
of the main fuselage.

Cuba’s Transport Minister 
Adel Yzquierdo told reporters 
one of the plane’s two black 
boxes had been recovered in 
“good condition,” and the oth-
er was likely to be found within 
hours. Their data will be key to 
determining what happened.

Among the dead were 99 
Cubans, six Mexican crew-
members, and five foreign 
tourists: two from Western Sa-
hara, a Mexican tourist and an 
Argentine couple. A previous 
toll counted three survivors 
out of 110 passengers.

Built in 1979, the plane 
was leased from a small Mexi-

can company, Global Air, also 
known as Aerolineas Damojh.

Mexico said it was sending 
two civil aviation specialists to 
help in the investigation.

Boeing said a “technical 
team stands ready to assist” 
and it offered condolences 
to friends and relatives of the 
victims.

The mourning period was 
set to last until midnight on 
Sunday (0400 GMT Monday), 
the Communist Party leader 
and former president Raul 

Castro said. Flags were flown 
at half-mast throughout the 
country.

Diaz-Canel, who succeed-
ed Castro as the communist 
island’s leader only last month, 
appeared aghast as he sur-
veyed the recovery efforts, 
wearing a short-sleeved shirt 
and surrounded by officials.

He visited the capital’s 
morgue where the bodies were 
taken for identification, and 
met relatives who were being 
put up in a city hotel. He also 
visited the three survivors in 
hospital.

Castro sent his condo-
lences to families bereaved in 
the “catastrophic accident,” 
a statement read, as Russian 
President Vladimir Putin and a 
string of Latin American lead-
ers also expressed sympathy.

Pope Francis asked the 
church in Cuba to convey 
condolences to families “who 
mourn the unexpected disap-
pearance of loved ones.” 

The plane took off from Ha-
vana at 12:08 pm (1608 GMT) 
Friday heading for Holguin, 
670 kilometers (415 miles) to 
the east.

At the capital’s morgue, Ig-
nacio Ramirez, 46, told of how 
he lost his 22-year-old cousin, 
Carlos Santos, in the crash.

“He had come to Havana to 
get a girlfriend who had arrived 
from Mexico, and was return-
ing to Holguin,” he said.

Santos’s mother, who lives 
in the US, was traveling to 
Cuba to give a DNA sample to 
confirm her son’s identity.

In Mexico City, anguished 
relatives and colleagues of 
the crew gathered outside the 
company’s offices demanding 
information -- some of them 
hugging and crying.

“I was friends with the cap-
tain, with the co-pilot, with the 
head flight attendant,” said a 
former Global Air employee, 
44-year-old Ana Marlene Co-
varrubias. “When I heard the 
news on the phone, I thought 
it was one of those jokes people 
play,” she told AFP. 

Global Air had the neces-
sary permits to lease it, and 
had passed inspections in 
November last year, according 
to the company. The crashed 
aircraft was one of its fleet of 
three Boeing 737s.

Washington/Beijing, May 20 (PTI): 
Averting a trade war, China and the 
US today struck a deal under which 
Beijing will “significantly increase” 
its purchases of American goods and 
services to reduce the whopping USD 
375 billion trade deficit with Washing-
ton.

After lengthy second round of talks 
in Washington, the two sides issued 
a joint statement early today vowing 
not to launch a trade war against each 
other.

“There was a consensus on taking 
effective measures to substantially re-
duce the US trade deficit in goods with 
China,” the joint statement said.

“To meet the growing consump-
tion needs of the Chinese people and 
the need for high-quality economic 
development, China will significantly 
increase purchases of United States 
goods and services,” it added.

This will help support growth and 
employment in the United States.

US President Donald Trump has 
threatened punitive measures against 

Chinese goods if Beijing does not cut 
down the trade deficit by USD 100 bil-
lion in a month and USD 200 billion 
by 2020.

US says it has USD 375 billion trade 
deficit in USD 636 billion total trade 
last year. China says the trade deficit is 
around USD 200 billion.

China too threatened a tit-for-tat 
retaliation but blinked in the end with 
a categorical undertaking to import 
more goods from US.

The two sides agreed on meaning-
ful increases in United States agricul-
ture and energy exports. The United 
States will send a team to China to 
work out the details, said the joint 
statement at the conclusion of the 
trade delegation level talks between 
the two countries. 

The United States delegation in-
cluded Secretary of the Treasury Steven 
T Mnuchin, Secretary of Commerce 
Wilbur L. Ross, and United States Trade 
Representative Robert E. Lighthizer. 
The Chinese delegation was led by Vice 
Premier Liu He, the Special Envoy of 

President Xi Jinping.
The two sides also discussed ex-

panding trade in manufactured goods 
and services. There was consensus on 
the need to create favourable condi-
tions to increase trade in these areas. 

The two nations attach great im-
portance to the protection of intel-
lectual property rights and agreed to 
strengthen cooperation. China will 
advance relevant amendments to 
its laws and regulations in this area, 
including the Patent Law, the joint 
statement said.

The two trade delegations also 
agreed to encourage two-way invest-
ment and to strive to create a fair, level 
playing field for competition. 

“Both sides agreed to continue to 
engage at high levels on these issues 
and to seek to resolve their economic 
and trade concerns in a proactive man-
ner,” the statement said. 

Liu told state-run China Daily in an 
interview that the trade talks are “quite 
successful, very meaningful and very 
fruitful”.

Asked about what will be followed 
up in the coming months, Liu said that 
the two sides will see where “we have 
reached the consensus”, and that they 
have already established some work-
ing groups, including the agricultural 
group, for consultations on concrete 
areas.

“Maybe some ministers from the 
US government will lead the groups to 
Beijing and will meet our colleagues to 
have deeper discussions with us and 
try to make concrete deals,” he said.

The agreement came after reports 
that China has agreed to cut the deficit 
by USD 200 billion. A draft framework 
of US demands include China to cut 
the trade deficit by at least USD 200 
billion by the end of 2020.

Washington also demanded Bei-
jing halt subsidies for industries under 
the “Made in China 2025” plan, and 
that China should not resort to retalia-
tory measures against the US.

The trade spat between the top 
two economies of the world began last 
month with Trump imposing tariffs on 

steel and aluminum imports into US.
China retaliated by imposing ad-

ditional tariffs worth about USD three 
billion on 128 US products. Trump, 
while demanding China to reduce the 
USD 375 billion by USD 100 billion 
retaliated with USD 50 billion tariffs on 
Chinese products.

In retaliation, China announced 
plans to impose new tariffs of 25 
per cent worth USD 50 billion on 
106 American products including 
items like soybeans which could hurt 
American farmers. The two countries 
have not yet implemented their tariff 
increases. 

Meanwhile, the opposition Dem-
ocratic party criticised the Trump 
Administration of having failed to 
make much progress in trade disputes 
with China. “Furthermore, there is no 
mention of ZTE. If the administration 
capitulates on ZTE and allows it to 
continue to exist, even if they are fined 
- they’ve been fined once already - that 
will signal to President Xi that we are 
weak negotiators,” Schumer alleged.

Baghdad, May 20 (PTI/AP): 
Iraq’s Muqtada al-Sadr, the mav-
erick Shiite cleric whose political 
coalition beat out Iran’s favored 
candidates to come in first in 
national elections, says he wants 
to form a government that puts 
Iraqis first. 

The electoral commission 
announced early yesterday that 
the militant-turned-populist 
preacher, who has long spoken 
out against both Iranian and US 
influence in Iraq, had defeated 
his establishment rivals.

Al-Sadr who is remem-
bered for leading an insurgency 
against U.S. forces after the 
2003 invasion did not run for a 
seat himself and is unlikely to 
become prime minister, but will 
command a significant number 
of seats and has already begun 
informal talks about govern-
ment formation.

Salah al-Obeidi, a spokes-
man for al-Sadr’s Sa’eroun po-
litical bloc, told The Associated 
Press that Iraq’s sovereignty was 

going to be the new govern-
ment’s “guiding principle.” “We 
warn any other country that 
wants to involve itself in Iraqi 
politics not to cross the Iraqi 
people,” he said.

However, even as al-Sadr is 
in position to nominate a prime 
minister and set the political 
agenda for the next four years, 
he will find his choices limited 
by Iran.

The Middle East’s pre-em-
inent Shiite power has a direct 
line with some of Iraq’s most 
powerful politicians, and it is 
trying to rally them as a bloc to 
undercut al-Sadr.

Al-Sadr’s rise threatens Iran’s 
claim to speak on behalf of Iraq’s 
Shiite majority, a precedent that 
could fuel independent Shiite 
movements elsewhere. Also at 
stake are top ministerial posts 
political appointments that are 
a source of patronage and police 
and military power.

Al-Sadr himself has kept a 
relatively low public profile. But 

in a public relations move that 
appeared to be directed at Iran, 
he appeared on Thursday with 
rival cleric Ammar al-Hakim, 
who has drifted away from Iran’s 
orbit in recent years, to say the 
two men share similar visions 
for the next government.

Tehran has dispatched its 
top regional military command-
er, Gen. Qassem Soleimani, 
to pull together a coalition to 
counterbalance al-Sadr, ac-
cording to an Iraqi Shiite militia 
commander who is familiar with 
the meetings.

“Iran won’t accept the crea-
tion of a Shiite bloc that is a 
threat to its interests. It’s a red 
line,” said the commander, who 
spoke on the condition of ano-
nymity because of the sensitivity 
of the discussions.

Al-Sadr’s relationship with 
Iran is a complicated one. 
Though he has maintained close 
ties with Iran’s political and 
religious leadership, in recent 
years he has denounced the flow 

of Iranian munitions to Shiite 
militias in Iraq, all the while 
maintaining his own so-called 
Peace Brigades in the holy city 
of Samarra, north of Baghdad.

Al-Sadr’s former Mehdi 
Army militia, which spearhead-
ed an insurgency against the 
U.S., clashed violently with the 
Iran-backed Badr Organization 
last decade.

The militias plugged the 
gaps left by Iraq’s army as sol-
diers deserted their posts in the 
face of the Islamic State group’s 
lightning campaign in the sum-
mer of 2014. With direction from 
Iran’s Revolutionary Guard, they 
turned the tide against the initial 
advance. In the years that fol-
lowed, the militias coordinating 
with U.S.-backed Iraqi ground 
forces slowly pushed IS fighters 
back. Iraq declared victory over 
the group last year. Al-Sadr has 
said he wants the militias ab-
sorbed into the national security 
forces, a move Iran would find 
difficult to accept.

Berlin, May 20 (IANS): Ger-
man Chancellor Angela Mer-
kel has said her country wants 
to strengthen multilateralism 
with China and she is looking 
forward to her visit to China 
next week.

Merkel will visit China next 
Thursday and Friday at the in-
vitation of Chinese Premier Li 
Keqiang. It will be her first trip 
to China after re-election and 
the 11th as the German chan-
cellor, Xinhua news agency 
reported.

Merkel said in a podcast 
published on Saturday that 
as Germany and China have 
agreed on regular political dia-
logue and intergovernmental 
consultations, she went to 
China to conduct these talks 
on average once a year.

Germany and China have 
carried out very close coopera-
tion within G20, Merkel said, 
adding that during her up-

coming visit the two sides will 
talk about bilateral relations, 
rule of law, China’s develop-
ment, economy and other 
international affairs.

“We want to strengthen 
multilateralism. And that will 
play a role in our discussion,” 
said Merkel.

Merkel will also visit Shen-
zhen, an economic hub in 
China’s southern Guangdong 
Province.

“I am glad that I’m going 
to Shenzhen this time as well. 
I have regularly visited prov-
inces in China, not just the 
capital. I am again and again 
aware of the dynamics and 
the extent to which China is 
developing,” Merkel said.

The German Chancellor 
said she was very interested 
in visiting Shenzhen where 
China’s economic opening-
up began and where there are 
many German companies.

Colombo, May 20 (IANS): 
Three people were killed and 
over 8,000 affected as heavy 
rains and strong winds lashed 
across Sri Lanka, prompt-
ing disaster management 
officials to be on alert for pos-
sible evacuations, the Disaster 
Management Centre said on 
Sunday.

The three deaths, caused 
by lightning, were reported 
from the eastern district of 
Trincomalee and in the lower 
central hills of Badulla, Xinhua 
news agency reported. 

At least 252 people had 
been evacuated to safer loca-
tions since last week while 
over 200 houses were partially 
or fully damaged due to the 
severe weather.

Sri Lanka is facing its an-
nual southwest monsoons 
with the Meteorological De-
partment in its latest weather 
report warning of more rains 
in several districts across the 
country in the coming days.

“The southwest monsoon 
conditions are getting estab-
lished over the island. Very 
heavy falls, about 150 mm, can 
be expected at some places 
in Sabaragamuwa province 
while heavy falls, above 100 
mm, can be expected at some 
places, particularly in Western 
Central and Uva provinces 
and in Galle and Matara dis-
tricts,” the latest weather re-
port said.

The Meteorological De-
partment warned the public 
to take adequate precautions 
to minimize damage caused 
by lightning.

Over 200 people were 
killed and 78 people missing 
when the southwest mon-
soons caused severe floods 
and landslides across Sri Lan-
ka last year.

Beirut, May 20 (PTI/AFP): Islamic State 
group fighters began evacuating their 
final stronghold in southern Damascus 
today, a monitor said, bringing Syria’s 
government closer than ever to flushing 
out the last threat to the capital. 

Syrian President Bashar al-Assad has 
used a combination of military pressure 
and evacuation deals in recent months 
to recapture territory around the capital 
from his armed opponents.

Last month, troops and allied Pales-
tinian militia launched a fierce offensive 
to oust IS from a cluster of districts in 
southern Damascus, including the Pales-
tinian camp of Yarmuk.

After weeks of combat and heavy 
casualties, an apparent deal was reached 
for remaining IS fighters to leave Yarmuk 
and the adjacent district of Tadamun, 
according to the Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights.

IS jihadists burned their headquarters 
in Yarmuk before boarding buses with 
their relatives to leave the area, said Ob-
servatory head Rami Abdel Rahman.

“The six buses left at dawn, heading 
east for the Syrian desert,” he told AFP.

Abdel Rahman could not specify how 
many had left, but said a majority were 
relatives of jihadists and not armed. More 
than two dozen buses remained in Yar-

muk for additional evacuations, he said.
Syrian state media and a Palestinian 

official have denied a deal was reached or 
that evacuations were taking place.

IS has had a presence in southern Da-
mascus since 2015, expanding in recent 
years from Yarmuk to Tadamun and the 
nearby districts of Hajar al-Aswad and 
Qadam.

Yarmuk in particular has been devas-
tated by Syria’s conflict, suffering a crip-
pling government siege since 2012 and 
ruined by years of fighting.

It was once home to 160,000 Palestin-
ian refugees, as well as Syrians, but just a 
few hundred remain.

Assad has already ousted tens of 
thousands of rebels and civilians from 
areas around Damascus this year through 
military force and negotiated withdraw-
als, including the rebel bastion of Eastern 
Ghouta. The regime used similar tactics 
to clear opposition towns northeast and 
south of Damascus earlier this month, 
leaving IS as the only armed presence in 
the capital.

The assault against the jihadist force 
has left more than 250 pro-regime forces, 
233 jihadists and more than 60 civilians 
dead according to the Britain-based Ob-
servatory.

But the offensive died down around 

midday Saturday after a truce between IS 
on one side and pro-government Pales-
tinian militias and regime ally Russia on 
the other, said the monitor, which relies 
on a network of sources in Syria.

“After the ceasefire yesterday, IS with-
drew from areas in the western part of 
Yarmuk camp, east towards the centre of 
the camp,” Abdel Rahman said.

“Troops and Palestinian loyalist mili-
tias entered that area for sweeping opera-
tions,” he told AFP.

Syrian state media on Sunday denied 
evacuations were taking place in Hajar 
al-Aswad and made no mention of any 
departures from Yarmuk or Tadamun.

“Army units in southern Damascus 
continued their operations against the 
remaining terrorists in a small area of 
Hajar al-Aswad, making further progress 
towards ending the terrorist presence in 
the area,” it said.

Anwar Abdel Hadi, the head of the Pal-
estinian Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
also denied the evacuations but said IS 
appeared to be giving up.

“Daesh is surrendering in Yarmuk, 
Hajar al-Aswad, and Tadamun,” he told 
AFP, using the Arabic acronym for IS.

It remains unclear exactly where Sun-
day’s evacuees will go, or if they will be 
pursued by regime troops.

A similar deal reached last year by 
Syria’s regime and its Lebanese ally 
Hezbollah saw IS fighters bussed out of 
the Lebanon-Syria border area towards 
Syria’s east.

IS once held large parts of Syria’s north 
and east, but offensives by rival forces 
have whittled down its control to less than 
three percent of the country.

The jihadists still hold some territory 
in remote parts of central Homs province 
and Deir Ezzor in the east, according to 
the Observatory.

But IS is even under attack there.
The Syrian Democratic Forces, an alli-

ance of Arab and Kurdish fighters backed 
by Western powers, launched an assault 
on IS holdouts in Deir Ezzor earlier this 
month.

On Sunday, they were closing in on 
a key IS-held village, backed by close US 
and French ground support, the Observa-
tory said.

“There are intense clashes around 
Hajjin, and the SDF is advancing thanks 
to American and French artillery fire,” 
Abdel Rahman told AFP.  The SDF has 
already driven IS out of large parts of 
northern and eastern Syria, including the 
onetime jihadist capital of Raqa, with help 
from the coalition’s air strikes, weapons 
and special forces advisors.

Vatican City, May 20 (PTI/AFP): Pope Francis an-
nounced today that he will hold a meeting of the 
Church’s top council to appoint 14 new cardinals next 
month, including from Iraq, Pakistan, Madagascar 
and Japan.

In the event of a conclave of cardinals to name a 
new pope, 11 of the new 14 being under 80 years of 
age would be eligible to take part.

“I am happy to announce that on June 29 there will 
be a consistory meeting to appoint 14 new cardinals. 
Their origins reflect the universality of the church,” 
Pope Francis said in an address in Saint Peter’s square.

Among the new cardinals will be Iraq’s Louis 
Sako who has often met Pope Francis to discuss the 
situation in the war-torn country and the plight of its 
Christian community.

From Pakistan comes Joseph Coutts of Karachi 
with Desire Tsarahazana from Toamasina in Mada-
gascar and Thomas Aquinas Manyo from Osaka in 
Japan.

As well as having the key role of choosing a new 
pope, cardinals often also hold the highest adminis-
trative offices in the church.

Pope Francis, the first head of the church from 
Latin America is 81 and was named in 2013 after his 
predecessor Pope Benedict XVI stood down citing the 
effect of advancing age on his ability to carry out the 
exacting duties of the office.
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Grieving relatives of passengers who perished in Cuba’s worst aviation disaster leave the morgue, in Havana, Cuba, Sat-
urday, May 19, 2018. Investigators are trying to determine why an aging Boeing 737 carrying more than 100 people went 
down and erupted in flames shortly after takeoff in Havana. 

Cuba in mourning after deadliest air crash in nearly 30 years

China, US avert trade war: Beijing agrees to import more from America

Iraq’s al-Sadr, promising reform, is constrained by IranThree killed, 
over 8,000 hit by 
severe weather 
in Sri Lanka

Germany wants to strengthen 
multilateralism with China — Merkel

IS group fighters begin quitting last pocket of Syria’s capital Pope to appoint 
14 new cardinals
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‘Mere Pyare Prime Minister’ to release on Gandhi Jayanti
Filmmaker Rakeysh Omprakash Mehra’s “Mere Pyare Prime Minister”, inspired by Ma-
hatma Gandhi, has been locked for release on Gandhi Jayanti this year. “It will release 
on October 2. The film is inspired by Gandhiji, so it’s a relevant date,” Mehra told IANS 
here. “We could have released the film now, but it’s an ode to the Father of the Nation, 
so...,” he added. The movie, which Mehra has shot in the Mumbai slums, will tell the 
story of a slum boy who wants to build a toilet for his mother. It brings to light sanita-
tion issues through four children, real extras from slums and National Award-winning 
actress Anjali Patil. Gandhi also plays a part, says Mehra. “Gandhi is a recurring motif 
in the film... It comes many times.... four times in the film,” said the filmmaker, who re-
counted how a visit to the Sabarmati Ashram and looking at Gandhi’s statue impacted 
him. “We recreated the statue for the film in a slum colony in Mumbai.” (IANS)

Meghan Markle promises more time for Indian charity

Rita Ora forced to 
cancel Bristol concert

N
ewly-wed Meghan Mar-
kle, Duchess of Sussex, 
has promised to give 
more time to the Indian 
charity handpicked for 

donations in lieu of gifts for her royal 
wedding to Prince Harry, Duke of 
Sussex.

As the 36-year-old former actress 
mingled with the 600 guests invited to 
St George’s Chapel in Windsor Castle 
yesterday, she told Mumbai-based 
Myna Mahila Foundation founder 
that she was looking forward to giving 
more time to the women’s empower-
ment charity.

“It was the highlight of the day, to 
meet the bride. She was as down to 
earth and as approachable as ever. 
She said that now she would be able 
to give more time to Myna and other 
humanitarian work, said Suhani Jalo-
ta, who founded the charity nearly 
three years ago.

As a guest in the chapel and 
the lunchtime reception hosted by 
Queen Elizabeth II soon after at St 
George’s Hall in the Castle, Jalota 
received lot of compliments for her 
pastel sari with Indian motifs.

Bollywood star Priyanka Chopra, 
who was among the guests as one 
of the bride’s close friends from the 
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acting world, also bonded with her over her 
very pretty outfit and their mutual admi-
ration for their mothers’ support in their 
lives.

“It was just such a heart-warming 
experience...going to the chapel and re-
ception afterwards made the whole thing 
a lot more grounded. When you perceive 
this from the outside, it is all about this 
really glamorous royal wedding but when 
you are actually there, you see that it’s just 
about love and marriage and friendship 
and family, said Jalota, who then joined 
her colleagues on the grounds of the 
castle.

Deborah Das and Archana Ambre, who 
had made their first ever plane journey for 
the royal wedding, described their day as 
a “once in a lifetime” opportunity as they 
shared ice-creams along with over 2,600 
guests invited into the castle on the day.

The group is now set for a special 
fundraising event titled “Chaat for Change” 
at Calcutta Canteen in London on Mon-
day evening, when Das and Ambre will be 
cooking up some Mumbai street food such 
as bhel puri and pau bhaaji to raise funds 
for the charity.

“It promises to be a great Indian 
evening. The paus have flown in all the way 
from a bakery in Thane and we will have 
some Myna merchandise on sale as well 
as some Bollywood dancing,” said Imogen 

Mansfield, who completes the foursome 
representing Myna Mahila Foundation 
from India for the royal event.

The charity, founded in 2015, works on 
getting women talking about taboo issues 
such as menstrual hygiene. It provides em-
ployment to women from the urban slums 
of Mumbai, many of whom then also go 
door-to-door selling the low-cost sanitary 
napkins they produce.

Markle was impressed by their work 
during a visit to India last year and had 
pledged her support, a promise that she 
kept when she and Prince Harry were 
shortlisting charities that would become 
beneficiaries of donations from people 
who wanted to celebrate their royal wed-
ding.

The Mumbai-based charity became 
the only non-UK-based charity among the 
final seven shortlisted by the royal couple.

“It will certainly go a very long way in 
building our credibility and getting our 
voice heard on a global platform, said 
Jalota.

The foundation has noted a hundred-
fold spike in traffic to its website since the 
royal attention last month and plans to 
use proceeds raised from the donations 
towards expanding its network to more 
urban slums in Mumbai and eventually to 
nearby areas in Maharashtra.

PTI

V
iolinist Boyd Tinsley, 
former member of 
Dave Matthews Band, 
has hit back after be-
ing accused of sexual 

misconduct, insisting he will 
fight his accuser in and out of the 
court.

Boyd was accused by trum-
peter James Frost-Winn of mak-
ing frequent sexual comments to 
him over the course of their pro-
fessional relationship as a mem-
ber of the band Crystal Garden, 
which Boyd formed, produced 
and managed for a documentary 
project indented to chronicle the 
group’s rise to fame. 

In a statement to billboard.
com, Tinsley referenced an inter-
view Frost-Winn gave to Conse-
quence of Sound on Thursday, 
calling it a “one-sided account”.

The statement read: “I’m tru-
ly hurt by the one-sided account 
that appeared on a blog about 
me. I only wish the reporter had 
spoken to me first, so they would 

have heard the truth.
“I will defend myself against 

these false accusations. I can 
only assume the motivation for 
the article and the lawsuit filed 
against me. These accusations 
have caused embarrassment for 
my family, my friends and my 
fans. 

“I will fight both in and out of 
court to repair the damage that 
has been done.”

Among other accusations, in 
the lawsuit Frost-Winn claimed 

that Boyd once sat next 
to him as he slept fol-
lowing an all-night 
recording session 
and masturbated. 

Boyd allegedly 
blamed it on con-
fusing his medica-
tion, saying he was 
“messed up”, but 
later suggested 
that was not the 
case. 

IANS

A
ctress Kalki Koechlin says 
adapting environmentally 
conscious fashion can make 
the world a better place.

“I grew up in an environ-
ment which is sustainable and eco-
friendly in Auroville. I grew up with basic 
ethic of buying products which are sus-
tainable,” Kalki told IANS in a recorded 
response. 

“A lot of clothes which I wear are or-
ganic. Fashion is a big way through which 
we can change the environment... (We 
can change the world) by being environ-
mentally conscious in our fashion state-
ments and all our products,” she added. 

The actress, who was speaking on the 
sidelines of Blue Carpet event, hosted by 
Sony BBC Earth for “Blue Planet II: One 
Ocean and The Deep”, feels that going 
organic is the way to go forward. 

“If we start buying more organic 
products even for the household which 
are less harmful, it makes a huge dif-
ference.”  Kalki, who has featured in 
“Dev.D”, “Shaitan”, “Shanghai” and “Mar-
garita with a Straw”, says families are like 
“mini countries with mini politics”. 

“If you cannot figure out stuff in your 
family, don’t expect figuring out stuff in 
your country and the rest of the world,” 
she said. 

The actress also praised “Blue Planet 
II: One Ocean and The Deep”. Narrated 
by ace British broadcaster and natural-
ist David Attenborough, “Blue Planet II” 
released in 48 PVR screens in 22 cities on 
May 18.

“Blue Planet II” is shot over 1,406 days 
with 125 expeditions across 39 countries 
and tells unique, untold stories of the 
ocean’s most astonishing creatures that 
will take your breath away.

“It gives us perspective in our life... 
There is a lot more going on this planet 
than we realise. We need to be more con-
scious if we want to survive.” 

IANS

I
talian film actress Asia 
Argento, one of Har-
vey Weinstein’s first 
accusers, delivered a 
fiery speech about the 

disgraced Hollywood pro-
ducer and issued a warning 
to sexual predators during 
the closing ceremony at the 
Cannes Film Festival.

“In 1997, I was raped by 
Harvey Weinstein here at 
Cannes,” she began during 
the presentation of the best 
actress award alongside Ava 
DuVernay. 

“I was 21 years old. This 
festival was his hunting 
ground,” variety.com quoted 
Argento as saying.  Argento 
acknowledged that Weinstein 
had received his due from the 
film community.

“I want to make a predic-
tion. Harvey Weinstein will 
never be welcomed here ever 
again. He will live in disgrace, 
shunned by a film commu-
nity that embraced him and 
covered up for his crimes.”

She continued by point-
ing out that Weinstein was 
not alone in his predatory 
behaviour and ended by 
delivering the message to 
offenders that they will no 
longer be able to get away 
with inappropriate behav-
iour. Argento was one of 
many who came forward in 
the 2017 New Yorker article 
by Ronan Farrow that kicked 
off the flood of allegations 
against disgraced film mogul 
Weinstein.

IANS

Boyd denies sexual misconduct allegations

Kalki stresses 
importance of 
eco-friendly fashion

Cannes was 
Weinstein’s 
hunting ground — 
Asia Argento

S
inger Rita Ora was forced to 
cancel her Bristol concert 
after doctors advised her not 
to take to the stage.

The singer, 27, announced 
the news on Instagram and posted an 
apologetic video to Twitter on Saturday 
-- hours after performing in London, 
reports dailymail.co.uk.

She performed at O2 Brixton Acad-
emy in London on May 18 and was set 
to head to Bristol for a gig on May 19. 

Without going into any details of 
her illness, Ora, who looked pale 
and spoke with a hoarse voice, 
apologized profusely for disap-
pointing fans who had paid for 
tickets.

In the video, she said: “I’m sorry, 

this sucks and I hate, hate, hate saying 
things like this but I have to cancel 
my show tonight in Bristol because all 
the doctors have told me it’s a risk and 
they’ve advised me to rest.

“I’m really sorry to everybody that 
bought a ticket tonight, I have resched-
uled on the 29th so I will be back in 
Bristol ... in 10 days. This is so annoy-
ing, there is nothing worse than cancel-
ling a show, I hate it, I absolutely hate it 
but sometimes at some point you have 
to look after yourself and this is what 
I’m doing.

“I promise that everyone that 
bought a ticket will get a show so I’m 
very very sorry I have to reschedule. I 
love you guys so much.”

IANS
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Scientists convert plant 
matter into chemicals

Bacteria in placenta responsible 
for preterm births — study

China’s Meitu, British 
Museum launch 
smartphone for women

NASA exoplanet hunter swings 
by Moon, clicks first image

Scientists gain new insight into 
neurodegenerative diseases using fruit flies  

400 mn-year-
old marine 
animal fossil 
found in China

Biodiversity isn’t just pretty—it future-proofs our world

San Francisco, May 20 
(IANS): A team led by 
an Indian-origin scien-
tist from Sandia National 
Laboratories in California 
has demonstrated a new 
technology based on bio-
engineered bacteria that 
can make it economically 
feasible to produce chemi-
cals from renewable plant 
sources.

The technology con-
verts tough plant matter, 
called lignin, for wider use 
of the energy source and 
making it cost competitive.

“For years, we have 

been researching cost-ef-
fective ways to break down 
lignin and convert it into 
valuable platform chemi-
cals,” Sandia bioengineer 
Seema Singh said.

“We applied our un-
derstanding of natural lig-
nin degraders to E. coli 
because that bacterium 
grows fast and can survive 
harsh industrial process-
es,” she added in the work 
published in the “Pro-
ceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences of the 
United States of America”.

Lignin is the compo-

nent of plant cell walls that 
gives them their incredible 
strength. It is brimming 
with energy but getting to 
that energy is so costly and 
complex that the result-
ing biofuel can’t compete 
economically with other 
forms of transportation 
energy.

Once broken down, lig-
nin has other gifts to give in 
the form of valuable plat-
form chemicals that can be 
converted into nylon, plas-
tics, pharmaceuticals and 
other valuable products.

Singh and her team 

have solved three prob-
lems with turning lignin 
into platform chemicals: 
cost, toxicity and speed.

Engineering solutions 
like these, which overcome 
toxicity and efficiency is-
sues have the potential to 
make biofuel production 
economically viable.

“Now we can work on 
producing greater quanti-
ties of platform chemicals, 
engineering pathways to 
new end products, and 
considering microbial 
hosts other than E. coli,” 
Singh said.

London, May 20 (IANS): 
Scientists have found a 
higher number of patho-
genic bacteria in placen-
tas from women who 
delivered prematurely, 
supporting the presump-
tion that maternal infec-
tion may cause preterm 
birth -- less than 37 weeks 
gestation.

Contradicting general 
belief, traces of the bacte-
ria were found in healthy 
placentas as well.

These bacteria have 
been previously reported 
as opportunistic intra-
uterine -- within the uter-
us -- pathogens, and are 
highly correlated with the 
incidence of premature 
birth and miscarriage.

“We did observe a 
higher number of known 
pathogenic bacteria, such 
as Mycoplasma and Urea-
plasma, in the placenta of 
women who had a pre-
term spontaneous birth 
which supports the long-
observed association be-
tween maternal infection 
and preterm birth,” said 
Lydia J. Leon from the Uni-
versity College London, 
Britain.

For the study, pub-
lished in the journal Ap-
plied and Environmental 

Beijing, May 20 (IANS): Chinese technology 
company Meitu and the British Museum have 
launched a limited edition smartphone specifi-
cally for women that comes with Artificial Intel-
ligence (AI) beautification technology.

The co-branded smartphone -- a limited edi-
tion of Meitu’s V6 -- is priced at $1,101. The device 
comes with ECCO leather case and a cosmetic 
brush set.

It has a dual-pixel front camera fitted with Op-
tical Image Stabilisation (OIS) technology. It was 
designed with inspiration from Antoine Watteau 
-- one of the most important and famed Rococo 
artists, South China Morning Post reported.

“We are not making an ordinary smartphone. 
It is the art of beauty. We hope that through this co-
operation with the British Museum, and by com-
bining art and technology, more people will see 
and experience the ‘beauty’ of life,” Yi Wei, Senior 
Vice-President of Meitu, was quoted as saying.

The limited edition smartphone is available in 
elegant purple and capital red colours to appeal 
to women.

Washington, May 19 (IANS): 
On a mission to find thou-
sands of new planets, NASA’s 
next planet hunter, the Tran-
siting Exoplanet Survey Sat-
ellite (TESS), has success-
fully completed a lunar flyby, 
bringing the satellite a step 
closer to searching for new 
worlds, NASA has said.

The spacecraft passed 
about 8,000 kilometers from 
the Moon on Thursday, which 
provided a gravity assist that 
helped TESS sail toward its 
final working orbit, the US 
space agency said on Friday. 

As part of camera com-
missioning, the science team 
snapped a two-second test 
exposure using one of the four 
TESS cameras. 

The image, centreed on 
the southern constellation 
Centaurus, reveals more than 
200,000 stars. 

Launched from Cape Ca-
naveral Air Force Station in 
Florida on April 18, TESS 
is the next step in NASA’s 
search for planets outside 
our solar system, known as 
exoplanets. 

TESS is expected to cover 
more than 400 times as much 
sky as shown in the test image 
with its four cameras during 
its initial two-year search for 
exoplanets. 

A science-quality image, 
also referred to as a “first 
light” image, is expected to be 
released in June, NASA added.

The spacecraft will un-
dergo one final thruster burn 
on May 30 to enter its science 
orbit around Earth.

TESS is expected to begin 
science operations in mid-
June after reaching this orbit 
and completing camera cali-
brations, NASA said.

New Delhi, May 18 (India Science 
Wire): A team of scientists from 
India, Ireland and America has 
uncovered novel role of a protein, 
Ataxin-2, in initiation and progres-
sion of neurodegenerative diseases - 
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS) 
and Spinocerebellar Ataxia Type 2 
(SCA2).

ALS affects nerve cells in the 
brain and spinal cord, causing mus-
cle weakness. It makes it difficult to 
perform basic functions like walking, 
eating, and speaking. Closely related 
to it is SCA2 that slows down the 
activity in the part of the brain that 
controls voluntary activities such as 
coordination, balance, and speech. 
Scientists have been engaged in un-
derstanding risk factors for onset for 
such diseases.

The study - led by Dr. Baskar 
Bakthavachalu at National Centre 
for Biological Sciences (NCBS) in 
Bangalore and Joern Huelsmeier 
at Trinity College, Dublin - focused 
on a particular protein domain of 
Ataxin-2 known as the intrinsically 
disordered region (IDR) which as-
sists Ataxin-2 in the formation of 
granules inside neurons. The re-
searchers were interested to know 
if IDR regions of Ataxin-2— and 
indirectly, the granules—had any 
role in promoting neurological dys-
functions.

The researchers performed stud-
ies in fruit fly (drosophila) which has 
a single copy of the Ataxin-2 gene, in 
contrast to mammals, which have 
multiple copies. A single copy of the 
gene makes it convenient to study 
what would be the impacts, if it was 
to be deleted.

It was found that IDR assists 
granule formation by controlling 

the stability and strength of Ataxin-2 
interactions with other cellular com-
ponents and results in aggregation. 
Fruit flies which had Ataxin-2 IDR 
deleted were fully normal expect 
being deprived of their ability to 
form granules. “The main caveat in 
the field had been non-existence 
of a system that could discrimi-
nate the function of the granule 
without interfering with the other 
important functions of Ataxin-2. 
We overcame this lacuna with ge-
nome engineering a fly model where 
these two described functions were 
separable,”Dr Baskar explained.

The scientists also took cues 
from earlier research studies which 
had demonstrated that reduced 
Ataxin-2 levels in mice pre-disposed 
to ALS-like illness slowed down 
their onset and progression of neu-
rodegeneration. They wondered if 
reduced neurodegeneration could 
be attributed to the lack of granule 
formation or if it was a property of 

other functions of Ataxin-2.
The team found that the Ataxin-2 

IDR-assisted granules facilitate its 
association with other pathogenic 
proteins known to endorse neu-
rodegeneration. Thus, deletion of 
the IDR domain, thereby inhibiting 
granule formation, was sufficient 
to prevent neurotoxicity. They also 
proved that Ataxin-2 contributed 
to long-term memory in fruit flies 
via the IDR-granule connection and 
that Ataxin-2 plays a vital role in the 
rewiring of the nervous system.

Thus the study has shown that it 
is the IDR domain of Ataxin-2 that 
allows development of long term 
memory even as it, paradoxically, 
results in specific forms of neuro-
degeneration. “One possible ex-
planation is that, mechanisms that 
allow granule fluxes (formation and 
clearance) under normal scenarios 
are tilted towards granule accumu-
lation in diseased conditions,” said 
Dr. Baskar.

Beijing, May 20 (IANS): 
Scientists from the Chi-
nese Academy of Sciences 
have recently found a fos-
silised body piece of an 
extinct class of marine ani-
mal known as Cystoidea 
or cystoids in southwest 
China’s Guizhou Province.

The fossil, that dates 
back some 400 million 
years, was discovered in 
Tongzi County while the 
scientists were studying 
a geological section in 
the area, according to the 
county government, Xin-
hua news agency reported.

With an egg-shaped 
body, cystoids are echi-
noderms, marine inver-
tebrates that existed dur-
ing the Pleozoic Era, the 
Ordovician and Silurian 
Periods, and became ex-
tinct during the Devonian 
Period.

Guizhou boasts a rich 
store of prehistoric trea-
sures. Fossils of various 
extinct invertebrate ma-
rine species have been 
discovered in the area. 
Tens of thousand of ver-
tebrate fossils have also 
been found there.

A 
small boy hauls enthu-
siastically on his fishing 
rod. The line flies up and a 
needle-spined fish strikes 

him in the eye. Desperate to stay 
outdoors, he ignores the pain, but 
his sight deteriorates over the fol-
lowing months. He continues to 
pursue his love of nature but, now 
blind in one eye, he is confined to 
studying creatures that are easy to 
see: insects. He grows to become 
the global authority on ants, and in 
later life is given the moniker ‘the 
father of biodiversity’.

The man is E O Wilson, the 
eminent American biologist. In his 
book The Diversity of Life (1992), 
he described biodiversity as an as-
semblage that ‘has eaten the storms 
– folded them into its genes – and 
created the world that created us. It 
holds the world steady.’ We tend to 
think of biodiversity as a landscape 
of teeming jungles and coral reefs, 
its destruction manifesting as for-
est clearance and species extinc-
tion. However, these images don’t 
capture the full significance of the 
equilibrium that Wilson described. 
Biodiversity is not just the abun-
dance of life on Earth. Rather, it is 
what maintains the resilience and 

flexibility of the environment as a 
whole, so that life can weather the 
inevitable ‘storms’.

The global Convention on Bio-
logical Diversity defines its subject as 
variability among living organisms 
at three different levels: within spe-
cies, between species, and of eco-
systems. The first diversity, ‘within 
species’, is at the level of the gene. 
A species is made up of individuals. 
For example, the 10,000 or so species 
of ant are estimated to comprise a 
staggering 1015 individuals. (That’s 1 
followed by 15 zeroes!) With the rare 
exception of twins, each of these in-
dividuals will have their own unique 
combination of genes. If we destroy 
half of the ants in each species, we 
will still have 10,000 kinds of ant, but 
we’ll have lost 50 per cent of each 
species’ genetic diversity. In recent 
history, many species have been 
reduced to far smaller numbers. 
Pre-Columbus, 25 million bison 
roamed the plains of North America, 
but by the late 1880s fewer than 100 
remained in the wild. Although con-
servation interventions have since 
increased bison numbers to the 
hundreds of thousands, the genetic 
diversity that was lost can never be 
recovered.

We can think about the value 
of genetic diversity using examples 

from our own species. Humans 
have different alleles or gene vari-
ants for eye colour, hair curliness, 
muscle tone and so forth. These 
alleles can be advantageous in one 
environment but not in another. In 
cloudy northern climes, pale skin 
is good for increasing the uptake of 
vitamin D, but in sunny regions it’s 
disadvantageous, as it makes peo-
ple prone to sunburn and skin can-
cer. Efficient fat storage will increase 
your survival on an island where the 
food supply is unpredictable, but it 
can be a fast-track to Type-2 dia-
betes if you follow a sugar-loaded 
Western diet. A wide genetic diver-
sity gives us more options in the 
face of rapid environmental change, 
whether that change is due to cli-
matic conditions, a new disease or 
an invasive species.

The second layer is diversity ‘be-
tween species’. This is the definition 
of biodiversity with which we are 
most familiar – the fantastic assort-
ment of animals, plants and micro-
organisms in the world. According 
to a 2011 report, of the 9 million or 
more estimated total species on 
Earth, we’ve described about 1.2 
million. We have a good knowledge 
of plants, birds and mammals. By 
contrast, a trawl of the deep sea can 
yield around 90 per cent of unknown 

species. Species are not evenly dis-
tributed across the world. There are 
multiple hypotheses for what lies 
behind this trend, but the pattern 
is clear: species richness increases 
from the poles to the equator.

Lastly, we have ‘diversity of eco-
systems’. Species interact with each 
other and with the sunlight, air, 
soil and water to form ecosystems. 
From the arctic tundra to tropical 
rainforest, from estuaries to the 
midnight zones of the deep sea, the 
Earth houses a wealth of ecosystems. 
Delineating these zones is not al-
ways straightforward. An ecosystem 
might be as large as the Great Barrier 
Reef or as small as the community 
of sponges, algae and worms hosted 
on a spider crab’s shell. While there 
is a clear division between a coastal 
forest and the sea below, there is no 
distinct point at which a forest ends 
and a savannah begins.

The species within an ecosys-
tem compete with each other for re-
sources such as light and food – but 
they also rely on each other. Of the 
world’s flowering plants, 87 per cent 
are pollinated by animals, and coral 
reefs provide shelter for 25 per cent 
of our marine life. Bacteria recycle 
dead matter into nitrates, the only 
compounds from which plants can 
build proteins. Ecosystems provide 

‘services’ that support life both 
within and beyond the ecosystem. 
Humans could not live without 
these services, which include clean 
air, drinking water, decomposition 
of wastes, and the pollination of 
food plants.

One intriguing natural phe-
nomenon is that, in any given eco-
system, a few species will be very 
numerous, but most will be quite 
scarce. That is, common species are 
rare, and rare species are common. 
Just as genetic diversity provides 
species with resilience to environ-
mental change, species diversity in-
creases the resilience of ecosystems. 
For example, there’s a rare species 
of yeast found in freshwater eco-
systems in eastern Pennsylvania. In 
the presence of mercury contami-
nation, the yeast short-circuits the 
metabolic pathway by which most 
species succumb to poisoning. It 
stores the quicksilver in a vacuole 
and later deposits it on a surface 
such as a rock. During this time, 
the yeast becomes very abundant, 
but the toxic environment reduces 
the abundance of other species. 
Once the yeast has cleaned up the 
mercury, however, environmental 
conditions no longer favour it; it de-
clines in number, and those of other 
species rebound. In the right condi-

tions, it seems likely that any rare 
species would be able to increase 
its abundance in an ecosystem. In 
this way, an ecosystem’s diversity 
might reflect what’s happened in its 
environmental past, and indicate its 
potential to adapt to future change.

The irony is that the word ‘bio-
diversity’ has currency mostly be-
cause humans are in the process 
of destroying what it refers to. The 
term was first used at the US Na-
tional Research Council in 1985, 
while convening a forum to address 
concerns regarding biodiversity 
loss. Following the event, the phi-
losopher Bryan Norton likened the 
Earth to a patient whose survival is 
dependent on a life-support ma-
chine. Hospital staff enter and an-
nounce that, in order to increase 
the hospital’s revenue, they will be 
selling a few components of the 
machine. ‘It’s got so many wires and 
screws, it can’t possibly need them 
all,’ they blithely assure the patient. 
Would you take that gamble? Bio-
diversity underpins life as we know 
it. It is the very apparatus that holds 
us steady.

(Elizabeth Boakes is a research 
associate at the Centre for 

Biodiversity and Environment 
Research at University College 

London.)

Microbiology, the team 
investigated bacteria in 
both healthy and preterm 
placental samples from 
more than 250 women.

“There was a clear dif-
ference in the types of bac-
teria observed in a placen-
ta, dependent on whether 
(the baby) was delivered 
by caesarean section or 
vaginally,” said Leon.

However, much of 
those differences may 
reflect contamination 
picked up during delivery 
rather than bacteria pres-
ent in the placenta prior 
to delivery, according to 
the report.

“Our understanding 
of spontaneous preterm 

birth is relatively limited. 
That was the motivation 
for the research,” Leon 
added.

Preterm birth is linked 
with both psychological 
and physical disabilities 
and is considered as the 
leading cause of infant 
morbidity and mortal-
ity worldwide. Infection is 
known to be an important 
cause of spontaneous pre-
term birth.

“If we better under-
stand the involvement 
of bacteria during preg-
nancy, we can develop 
more targeted treatment 
to hopefully prevent pre-
term birth and save lives,” 
Leon said.“ALS affects nerve cells in the brain 

and spinal cord, causing muscle 
weakness. It makes it difficult 
to perform basic functions like 
walking, eating, and speaking. “
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The Chelsea players celebrate after winning the FA Cup.

Delhi Daredevils batsman Rishabh Pant plays a shot during an IPL2018 cricket match against 
Mumbai Indians in New Delhi on Sunday. 

PTI

Chelsea’s Eden Hazard spot-on to sink 
Manchester United and win FA Cup

Case Premier League: Semi-final slots sealed 

India lose to France in Thomas Cup Final

Brazil is ready to win World Cup, says Cafu

Delhi Daredevils knock Mumbai 
Indians out of IPL with 11-run win

Ronaldo and Bale score in Real 
draw as Zidane's son makes debut

Elina Svitolina beats 
Simona Halep, defends 
Italian Open title 

London, May 20 (IANS): 
Chelsea got a first-half goal 
from Eden Hazard and 
managed to hang on for a 
1-0 victory here over Man-
chester United in the FA 
Cup final.

After being eliminated 
in the round-of-16 of the 
Champions League and 
stumbling to a fifth-place 
finish in the English Pre-
mier League (and settling 
for a disappointing Europa 
League berth), the London 
club was eager to end its 
2017-2018 season on a high 
note, reports Efe.

Chelsea on Saturday 
was also looking to avoid 
a second straight loss in 
the world's oldest football 
tournament, having fallen 
to Arsenal 1-2 in last year's 
FA Cup final.

Both Manchester Unit-
ed and Chelsea came out 
with a hard-nosed defen-
sive approach that bore the 
stamp of their respective 
managers, Jose Mourinho 
and Antonio Conte.

The first half at a packed 
Wembley Stadium featured 
little in the way of attacking 
football, although one of the 
rare offensive forays led to 
the game's only goal in the 
21st minute.

On the play, Hazard out-
maneuvered Phil Jones be-
fore being clumsily brought 
down by the Man United 
defender in the penalty box.

Jones was booked but 
not sent off because he was 
clearly trying to get his foot 

TEAM P W D L GF GA GD POINTS
NIZAMS FC 7 5 1 1 14 7 7 16
TRINITY SPORTING 7 5 0 2 13 9 4 15
TEAMMATE 7 4 2 1 21 12 9 14
CASE FC 7 3 2 2 12 8 4 11
G SPORTS 7 3 1 3 16 17 -1 10
NATAK FC 7 2 1 4 12 20 -8 7
SUPER STRIKERS 7 1 1 5 11 17 -6 4
STAFAC 7 0 2 4 6 12 -6 2

on the ball when he tripped 
up Hazard.

The Chelsea attack-
ing midfielder then slotted 
home the penalty try past 
goalkeeper David De Gea to 
give his side the early lead.

Manchester United 
dominated ball possession 
from that point forward 
but created few scoring op-
portunities against a well-
organised Chelsea defence.

The Red Devils' best 
chance came late in the 
first half when Jones rose 
high to head a cross from 
Ashley Young but sent his 

shot wide of the post from 
close range.

Chelsea continued to 
rely on its sturdy back line at 
the start of the second half, 
with Man United dominat-
ing possession but unable 
to translate their offensive 
pressure into a goal.

Mourinho tried to give 
his team a spark by inserting 
Romelu Lukaku for Marcus 
Rashford and Anthony Mar-
tial for Jesse Lingard in the 
72nd minute, but United 
showed no improvement 
on the offensive end.

Chelsea, meanwhile, 

nearly doubled its lead in 
the 71st minute when Mar-
cos Alonso failed to score 
in a one-on-one chance 
against De Gea and then 
a pass by Victor Moses hit 
Young's arm in the area.

The video assistant 
referee, however, did not 
award a penalty.

Afterward, Spanish de-
fender Cesar Azpilicueta, a 
big part of Chelsea's strong 
defensive effort, expressed 
his satisfaction with the 
victory.

"Obviously losing (last 
year's) final was something 

that hurt me a lot, and I 
wanted to come back and 
win it," he said in an on-
field interview. "We couldn't 
give any chance to them. I 
think we had great concen-
tration, great focus."

With the victory, Chel-
sea captured its eighth FA 
Cup title, third-most along 
with Tottenham.

Manchester United 
meanwhile, was trying 
to equal Arsenal's record 
haul of 13 FA Cup titles but 
instead saw its 2017-2018 
season end without a cham-
pionship.

Dimapur, May 20 (EMN): Nizams FC, 
Trinity Sporting, Teammate and Case FC 
qualified for the knockout stage of the Case 
Premier League after the end of the week 7 
at the Chumoukedima police ground, ac-
cording to an update from the organisers. 

League Leaders Nizams FC were held 
to a goalless draw by Case FC. In the early 
minutes of the first half, Akum of Case FC 
was denied a goal after a brilliant save by 
the Nizams goalkeeper. The match had an 
intense first half as Case FC goalkeeper was 
shown the yellow card for handling the ball 
outside the penalty area

However Nizams failed to find the net 
from the resultant free-kick. Nizams striker 
also missed a sitter just before the half-time, 
which could otherwise have been a decisive 

point in the match.
Failing to convert their chances, the 

game went on to the second half with no 
goals from either side. With brilliant saves 
from both the goalkeepers and both teams 
putting up a strong front, the match ended 
in a goalless draw. In the other match, G 
Sports defeated reigning champions Trin-
ity 2-1. Despite the win, G Sports failed to 
qualify for the semi-final playoffs.

Teammate trashed Natak FC 8-2. 
Tsjukem and Lima Ao shared a hat-trick 
each. Super Strikers registered their first win 
defeating Stafac United 5-3. Kevichouto of 
Super Strikers scored all the five goals.

The semi-final playoffs will be on May 
26.  Nizams FC will play Teammate while 
Trinity Sporting will face Case FC.

Bangkok, May 20 (PTI): 
India's young but depleted 
men and women's teams 
jeopardised their chances 
of qualifying for the knock-
out stage after suffering an 
identical 1-4 loss to France 
and Canada in the open-
ing Group A match of the 
Thomas and Uber Cup Fi-
nal in Bangkok on Sunday.

The Indian men's team 
paid the price for not field-
ing world number 9 H S 
Prannoy and the doubles 
pair of Manu Attri and B Su-
meeth Reddy, as the young-
and-inexperienced team 
proved no match for their 
French counterparts, who 
were ranked lower.

World number 18 B Sai 
Praneeth gave India a posi-
tive start, defeating Brice 
Leverdez 21-7 21-18 to take 
a 1-0 lead, but none of the 
other players could step up 
when it mattered.

In the second match, 
world number 38 Arjun 
MR and Ramchandran 
Shlok, who had recently 
reached the quarterfinals at 
Australia and Swiss Open, 
lost 13-21 16-21 to Bastian 

Kersaudy and Julien Maio, 
ranked 47th.

Swiss Open champion 
Sameer Verma, ranked 21, 
was then handed the re-
sponsibility of bringing In-
dia back into the contest, 
but he went down 18-21 
22-20 18-21 to world num-
ber 43 Lucas Corvee in the 
second singles as France 
grabbed a 2-1 lead.

World number 70 Arun 
George and Sanyam Shukla 
then took the field in the 
second doubles match, but 
they were no match for 103 
ranked Thom Gicquel and 
Ronan Labar, losing 10-21 
12-21 in a 28-minute match.

Young Lakshya Sen 
fought hard before losing 
20-22 21-19 19-21 to Toma 
Junior Popov in the third 
singles.

India will face Australia 
on Monday.

In the Uber Cup, India 
is without the services of 
Olympic silver medallist P V 
Sindhu and the Common-
wealth Games bronze med-
allist pair of Ashwini Pon-
nappa and N Sikki Reddy, 
and are heavily dependent 

on Saina Nehwal to guide 
the women's team, which 
had won bronze in the last 
two editions.

However, CWG gold 
medallist Saina went down 
21-15 16-21 16-21 to Mi-
chelle Li in the first match, 
to hand over a 1-0 lead to 
Canada.

Young Vaishnavi Reddy 
Jakka then lost 11-21 13-
21 to Rachel Honderich 
as Canada grabbed a 2-0 
advantage.

The doubles pair of 
Meghana Jakkampudi and 
Poorvisha S Ram, ranked 
41, gave India a glimmer of 
hope as they beat Michelle 
Tong and Josephine Wu 
21-19 21-15 in 27 minutes, 
but Sri Krishna Priya Kuda-
ravalli failed to get it across 
Brittney Tam, losing 11-21 
15-21, as Canada took an 
unassailable 3-1 lead.

In the fifth and final 
match, Sanyogita Ghorpade 
and Prajakta Sawant lost 
15-21 16-21 to Rachel Hon-
derich and Kristen Tsai to 
end their miserable outing.

The women's team will 
also play Australia next. 

Sao Paulo, May 20 (IANS): The Brazilian 
national team is over its humiliating loss 
in the 2014 World Cup and pumped to win 
another title in Russia, retired star Cafu said.

"They're all experienced players. De-
spite being young, the majority (of the 
players) have taken part in importanat 
competitions," said Cafu, captain of the 
team that won Brazil's fifth World Cup title 
in 2002, reported Efe.

Germany blasted Brazil 7-1 in the 2014 
World Cup semifinals in Belo Horizonte, 
Brazil.

The 47-year-old Cafu said he was "opti-
mistic" about Brazil's chances of "having a 
great World Cup," adding that he expected 

Neymar to be at the top of his game and 
help prove that the loss to Germany was a 
fluke.

"He's going to the World Cup with the 
obligation of showing that what happened 
in 2014 was an accident," Cafu said, adding 
that the time Neymar spent off the field 
recovering from an injury was a positive 
turn of events.

"I believe that the time he had to recov-
er, rest and clear his head of the demands 
of soccer did him lots of good," the former 
defender said. Cafu, played in 148 matches 
with the national team and competed in 
four World Cups, signed autographs Satur-
day at a shopping centre in Sao Paulo.

Madrid, May 20 (PTI/AFP): Real Madrid's final 
Champions League rehearsal was running per-
fectly until Cristiano Ronaldo was substituted 
and Villarreal scored twice to snatch a 2-2 draw.

Gareth Bale and Ronaldo put Real in cruise 
control at the Estadio de la Ceramica yesterday 
but the Portugese, along with Luka Modric, was 
taken off shortly after the hour and Villarreal 
came surging back. It was two substitutes that did 
it, Roger Martinez unleashing a stunning strike 
into the top corner before Samu Castillejo struck 
the equaliser five minutes from time.

Castillejo took advantage of some hesitation 
from Luca Zidane, Zinedine Zidane's 20-year-old 
son, who was making his debut for Real in goal.

"I am happy for his debut, it is an important 
day for him and his coach," Zidane senior said 
afterwards.

"For his father, we will see what he says at 
home." The draw means any hopes Real had of 
snatching La Liga's runner-up spot off city rivals 
Atletico are ended but their attention will quickly 
turn to Liverpool and next weekend's showdown 
in Kiev. Villarreal jump above Real Betis into fifth.

If Liverpool boss Jurgen Klopp had been spy-
ing for signs of weakness he would have found 
few in the opening hour, when Real looked slick, 
clinical and set for a comfortable victory.

But, defensive frailties were exposed again 
and perhaps this result underlines that if Ronaldo 

can be neutralised, this is still a team that is far 
from unbeatable.

"We are ready," Zidane said. "We have not had 
any injuries today and we are ready to play our 
last match and our final." 

Ronaldo was withdrawn after 61 minutes, 
the 33-year-old showing no sign of discomfort in 
what was his first outing since spraining his ankle 
against Barcelona a fortnight ago.

Bale too will hope his smart turn and finish 
could yet earn him a starting spot against Liv-
erpool, even if Zidane has shown propensity for 
ignoring the Welshman's league form in the past.

After scoring twice against Celta Vigo last 
weekend, Bale was excellent again here and he 
at least heads to Ukraine knowing he could not 
have done much more. He has now scored 17 
goals in 19 matches this year when playing more 
than 60 minutes.

"Gareth has never lowered his level," Zidane 
said. "I am happy with his role, for what he does, 
he has not changed anything." 

Zidane names strong side
Liverpool will have played only one match in 
20 days by next weekend and Zidane opted for 
rhythm over rest, picking a strong team that 
could be close to his line-up in seven days' time.

The Frenchman, however, has tended to-
wards caution in Europe and it would be a sur-

prise if Bale and Isco both started ahead of Lucas 
Vazquez, and even Marco Asensio, next weekend.

There was a debut in goal for Zidane's son 
Luca, who joined Real's academy when Zidane 
was playing for the club in 2004 and has been a 
regular presence in the squad this season.

Luca was born in May 1998, a month before 
his father inspired France to win the World Cup.

Bale opened the scoring in the 10th minute 
with a goal largely of his own making as he fooled 
Daniele Bonera by running over Modric's pass, 
before driving into the bottom corner.

Ronaldo doubled the advantage before half-
time, nodding home a nonchalant Marcelo cross 
from the outside of the Brazilian's foot as Real 
strolled into the interval.

But Ronaldo and Modric trundled off and the 
game turned on a brilliant shot from Martinez, 
who jinked inside from the left and found the far 
top corner.

If Luca Zidane could have done little to 
stop that one, he might have done better with 
the equaliser as he rushed out to intercept a 
clipped ball over the top but failed to claim. Cas-
tillejo touched it round his flailing opponent and 
clipped a sharp finish into the empty net.

Earlier in the day, Sevilla maintained their 
strong end to the season with a 1-0 win over 
Alaves. They finish seventh, below Real Betis, who 
slipped to a surprise 3-2 defeat at Leganes.

Rome, May 20 (IANS): 
Ukrainian tennis player 
Elina Svitolina on Sunday 
overpowered Romania's 
Simona Halep in the Italian 
Open final, successfully de-
fending the title and beating 
the top seed 6-0, 6-4.

Svitolina, World No. 4, 
needed 67 minutes to defeat 
the current World No. 1, 
earning her 12th career title 
and her third this season 
following her successes in 
Brisbane and Dubai,reports 
Efe.

This was the second 
year in a row that Svitolina 
bested Halep in Rome, after 
winning the 2017 final 4-6, 
7-5, 6-1.

This was also the third 
time Svitolina successfully 
defended a title, follow-
ing her back-to-back wins 
in the Baku Cup (2012, 
2013) and the Dubai Ten-
nis Championships (2017, 
2018).

Halep seemed out for 

revenge heading into her 
championship rematch 
with Svitolina, after emerg-
ing victorious in the previ-
ous round from her nearly 
150-minute battle against 
Russia's Maria Sharapova.

Halep's hopes quickly 
crumbled, however, as it 
took a confident Svitolina 
only nine minutes to grab 
a 3-0 lead after a dominant 
showing, which included 
breaking the Romanian's 
serve twice.

Halep tried to rally back, 
but both her forehand and 
backhand let her down as 
she lost the following three 
games.

During the 19-minute 
first set, Halep committed 
11 unforced errors and won 
only 15 percent of the first 
serve points.

Although Halep turned 
up the heat in the second 
set, she was unable to stop 
Svitolina from sealing the 
win. 

New Delhi, May 20 (PTI): 
Wooden spooners Delhi 
Daredevils knocked defend-
ing champions Mumbai In-
dians out of the Indian Pre-
mier League after the trio of 
Sandeep Lamichhane, Amit 
Mishra and Harshal Patel 
starred with three wickets 
apiece for a 11-run win in 
their last league match here 
today.Set a target of 175, 
Mumbai  Indians crumbled 
against quality leg-spin 
bowling by Sandeep (3/36), 
Amit Mishra (3/19) and me-
dium pace of Patel (3/28). 
The visitors lost three wick-
ets -- Evin Lewis (48), Kieron 
Pollard (7) and Krunal Pan-
dya (4) -- in five balls at the 
Feroz Shah Kotla.

Hardik Pandya (27) and 
skipper Rohit Sharma (13) 
added 43 runs before they 
were sent back as Mumbai 
slipped to 122 for seven in 
14.5 overs. Ben Cutting tried 
his hand with a 19-ball 37 
before MI were dismissed 
for 163 in 19.3 overs.

Mumbai's ouster makes 
the final league match be-
tween Chennai Super Kings 
and Kings XI Punjab inter-
esting as the latter will not 
only have to win the contest 
but also better the net run 
rate of Rajasthan Royals 
(-0.250).

The 20-year-old wick-
etkeeper-batsman shared a 
64-run fourth wicket stand 
off 47 balls with Vijay Shan-
kar (43 not out) to lay the 
foundation. 

However, Evin Lewis 
(48) exploded in the fourth 
over, hitting Patel for two 
fours and a six. He treated 
Glenn Maxwell with equal 
disdain, clearing the ropes 
twice, as MI zoomed to 50 
for one in five overs.

Ishan Kishan (5) was 
then caught at long-on off 
Amit Mishra. The leg-spin-
ner was unlucky not to have 
the wicket of Kirton Pollard 
who was dropped by Prithvi 
Shaw off his bowling. The 
West Indian got another 
respite when an airborne 
Abhishek Sharma failed to 
held on to a catch off Liam 
Plunkett. Mishra then dis-
missed Lewis with a googly, 
which the opener failed to 
read and was stumped by 
Pant.Mumbai were reduced 
to 74 for four when Maxwell 
and trent Boult combined 
to pull off a sensational 
catch at the boundary line 
off Lamichhane's bowling.

Once Hardik (27) and 
skipper Rohit Sharma (13) 
were sent back, Cutting hit 
some lusty blows before 
Patel took two wickets in the 
final over to earn the win for 
DD. Prithvi Shaw (12) and 
Maxwell (22) gave a good 
start to Delhi before a silly 
run-out cost the former his 
wicket in the fourth over.

It was a poor judgment 
by Shaw as he stepped 
out of the crease and was 
found short of wicket at 
the non-striker's end by a 
direct throw from Hardik. 

Maxwell, who slammed 
four boundaries and looked 
in good touch till then, was 
cleaned up by Bumrah in 
the next over to bring two 
new batsmen onto the 
crease.

Pant, who has been in 
ominous form this season, 
didn't waste any time as he 
slammed two fours and a six 
to help Delhi cross the 50-
mark after the powerplay 
ended with 46 for two.

A lot was expected from 
skipper Shreyas Iyer, but he 
made the mistake of hit-
ting a Markande delivery 
straight to Krunal at deep 
midwicket, as Delhi slipped 
to 75 for three in 9 overs.

Pant and Shankar kept 
Delhi the scoreboard tick-
ing as they picked up the 
ones, the twos and the oc-
casional boundaries. The 
duo completed a fifty-run 
fourth-wicket partnership 
off 37 balls as Delhi reached 
120 for three in 15 overs.

Pant scored his fifty off 
34 balls in the 15th over and 
survived an LBW verdict af-
ter winning a video referral. 
Pant sent Hardik sailing over 
deep midwicket for a maxi-
mum with a one-handed 
shot but he holed out soon 
after at long. The 17-year-
old Abhishek Sharma (15) 
then joined Shankar and 
the duo added 35 off 19 
balls. Krunal (1/11), Jasprit 
Bumrah (1/29) and Mayank 
Markande (1/21) took a 
wicket each for MI.

The table after the last league match


