
Kiren Rijiju inspecting a military parade in Dimapur on Saturday . 
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NDPP breaks silence to 
expose NPF doublespeak

NE region is of ‘paramount importance’ — Rijiju 

Yeddyurappa steps down as 
Karnataka CM before trust vote 

College students announce boycott of Lok Sabha by-polls
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Our Correspondent
Kohima, May 19 (EMN): After 
having faced continuous volleys 
of denigration from rival Naga 
People’s Front (NPF) for the past 
three months, the ruling Na-
tionalist Democratic Progressive 
Party (NDPP) has finally retorted 
by asking the NPF to retrospect 
its own past and quit playing 
politics on religious lines.

Breaking its silence over the 
opposition NPF’s incessant bar-
rage of venom, the NDPP on 
Saturday snapped. It simply 
asked the opposition NPF to 
play politics based on ideologies, 
principles and strengths; not on 
religious references.

Rubbishing the claim of the 
opposition, led by its leader TR 
Zeliang, of instability in the PDA 
government, NDPP spokesper-
son Merentoshi R Jamir told 
journalists here this evening that 
there was absolutely no such 
thing and Chief Minister Neiphiu 
Rio enjoys the support of 33 leg-
islators who are part of the PDA. 

With regard to the questions 
raised by the NPF as to why Rio 
had resigned from the parliament 
to return to state politics, Jamir 
cited that the erstwhile DAN gov-
ernments (I, II and III) have been 
successful under Rio’s leader-
ship. “Since there was stability in 
governance in the state, he (Rio) 
decided that he should go and 
represent the Naga people in the 
parliament and speak for them, 
especially on the Indo-Naga is-
sue. But the moment he left, the 
state plunged into crisis after 
crisis,” he stated.

During the last four years, he 
pointed out that except for “crisis 
and Kaziranga trips”, the govern-
ment had failed to deliver to the 

people; the public suffered; de-
velopment in the state suffered. 
In view of this, he said there was 
a need for a strong leadership 
to take over the reins, therefore, 
Rio along with the NDPP came 
together, to form a government 
and a stable government was in 
power. 

On the NPF attacking the PDA 
partner BJP, he said that it was 
quite surprising as till recently, 
the BJP was very much a partner 
of the NPF-led DAN coalition 
since 2003. But today, just be-
cause the NPF could not form an 
alliance with the BJP, they are go-
ing ahead and attacking the BJP, 
Jamir asserted.

He recalled that the NPF 
president Dr. Shürhozelie Liezi-
etsu had, on 28 June 2017, at 
a party meeting in Arunachal 
Pradesh, proudly spoke of the 
NPF and BJP association as dat-
ing back to 1977 when the latter 
was called Jan Sangh. However, 
he pointed out that when the 
NPF crisis occurred the following 
month, where legislators decided 
to change leadership and bring 
back Zeliang as chief minister, the 
NPF led by Liezietsu had decided 
to sever its ties with the BJP on 
July 19, 2017 and had gone to the 
extent of even organising a ‘beef 
feast’. 

Thereafter, Jamir stated the 
NPF made desperate attempts to 
restore the alliance with the BJP 
and after several flip-flops, the 
then chief minister Zeliang met 
national BJP president Amit Shah 
on January 25, 2018 after the NPF 
CEC at an emergency meeting 
held on January 23 last resolved 
to revoke its decision to snap ties 
with the BJP and continue the 
alliance. 

“But the BJP, having realised 
that the NDPP reflected the as-
pirations of the masses and hav-
ing understood that the NDPP 
enjoyed popular support an-
nounced its decision to have a 
pre-poll alliance with the NDPP 
at Guwahati on February 3rd, 
2018,” he pointed out. Having 
failed to secure an alliance with 
the BJP, despite desperate at-
tempts, he said the NPF president 
and his colleagues became criti-
cal of the BJP and started playing 
the communal card. 

“Today they (NPF) are calling 
the BJP a Hindu party, they are 
calling NDPP an anti-Christian 
party. Now if they consider the 
BJP a Hindu party, then what 
were they doing with the BJP over 
the last 15 years? Or as they recall, 
since 1977?” the NDPP spokes-
person questioned. 

“We are not playing religious 
politics. We are playing party 
politics, according to the ideolo-
gies of the party, the strengths of a 
party and not on religious lines,” 
he added, while expressing that 
this was a very negative aspect 
that the NPF is bringing into the 
state today, to polarise on reli-
gious lines.

Dismissing NPF’s claim as the 
only regional party in the state, 
Jamir said NPF was talking as if 
it had never allied with national 
parties whereas for the last 15 
years it was in coalition with BJP, 
and also came together with the 
NCP and JD (U) as well, which 
were all national parties.

He suggested that instead of 
playing ‘all these games’, the NPF 
should look at their own kitchen 
and their past before making any 
comments against the NDPP and 
PDA.

On the criticism from NPF 
with regard to appointment of 
three party functionaries with 
cabinet status and 10 others with 
minister of state status, Jamir 
said their appointment comes 
without any privileges or facilities 
unlike NPF and previous DAN 
functionaries whose president 
and chairman were given the 
status of a chief minister. Their 
appointment was made based on 
the need that they required cer-
tain status to be able to approach 
central leaders, not to give them 
facilities. Therefore the claim 
that the state exchequer would 
be burdened was false, he added.

Regarding the claim made by 
Zeliang that the PDA was taking 
credit of the fund roped in by the 
DAN government in 2017 to the 
tune of INR 283 cr for VDBs under 
MGNREGA, Jamir asserted that 
whether Zeliang or Rio brought 
the fund, it was meant for the 
Naga people and a government 
was there to utilise it for the 
people. 

On the claim that NPF under 
Zeliang will stake claim to form 
government on grounds that 
NPF was the single largest party, 
Jamir said the NDPP and the BJP 
had a pre-poll alliance with a seat 
sharing arrangement of 40:20 
and had secured 40.51% of votes 
polled while NPF who contested 
in all the 60 seats managed to win 
only 26 seats which polled 38% of 
votes. Therefore, the question of 
NPF being the single largest party 
does not arise, and the PDA gov-
ernment with post-poll partners 
JD (U), NPP and one independ-
ent MLA has the glaring majority 
with 34 members had formed the 
government.

Full text  on Page 6

Our Correspondent
Kohima, May 19 (EMN): 
Citing the state govern-
ment’s ‘lackadaisical at-
titude’ to its ultimatum 
concerning encroach-
ment of land belong-
ing to Kohima Science 
College, Jotsoma, the 
All Nagaland College Stu-
dents’ Union (Ancsu) 
has decided to retaliate 
by choosing not to par-
ticipate in the Lok Sabha 
by-election. 

Addressing media-
persons on Saturday in 
Kohima, the president of 
Ancsu, Katho P Awomi 
said that about one lakh 
students from 42 affili-
ated colleges will abstain 
from casting their votes 
during the coming Lok 
Sabha by-election.

Asserting that ANCSU 
has no political, Awomi 

said it was compelled to 
take this step against the 
government’s silence on 
this issue. He informed 
that the students will 
take to the streets on the 
day of polling to show 
their resentment, and 
the government will be 
solely held responsible 
for any untoward inci-
dent that may arise.

Despite its demand 
for immediate demoli-
tion of permanent and 
temporary illegal struc-
tures in and around the 
college, Awomi said new 
constructions were still 
going on when it went 
for a joint land survey 
along with Jotsoma vil-
lage council members, 
Angami Students’ Union, 
legal consultants, Science 
College staff and students 
union on May 18.

‘VIP deputation’ 
On Ancsu’s demand 

that all teachers attached 
to VIPs and other offices be 
detached and sent to re-
spective places of posting, 
Awomi said the depart-
ment through the secre-
tary has stated its inability 
for ‘total detachment’ of 
teachers.

The letter written by 
the Secretary on May 14, 
2018 assured that the ‘de-
partment is serious on the 
issue and making utmost 
effort to effectively im-
plement the detachment 
policy’. 

However, it also men-
tioned out of 22 writ pe-
titions filed against the 
department by the affect-
ed teachers in the Gau-
hati High Court, Kohima 
bench, only two cases 
have been disposed. “As 

the matter has been sub-
judiced there is delay for 
detachment of concerned 
teachers,” it stated. 

On attachment of 
teachers to SSA and RMSA 
missions, the letter stated 
that ‘total detachment will 
not be possible as there 
is no sanctioned post for 
administrative staff of the 
two missions. Yet, the ad-
ministrative staff will be 
minimised to a great ex-
tent by detaching some 
teachers with the merger 
of SSA and RMSA mis-
sions into Samagra Siksha 
Abhiyan this year.’

Expressing resentment 
over the department’s re-
luctance to provide details 
on the number of teachers 
attached to VIP through 
RTI filed by the union, 
Awomi said it was aware 
of three teachers attached 

to a single minister.
He said that the union 

was writing to the gover-
nor seeking intervention 
and warned of a ‘surprise 
lesson’ to the department 
if its demand on detach-
ment of teachers to their 
posting place were not 
fulfilled at the earliest.
Scholarship schemes

Although there are a 
number of schemes for 
students under various 
departments, the depart-
ment at present, it said is 
overburdened regarding 
creation of awareness to 
the students for availing 
the scholarships.

In this regard, the 
union has reminded the 
government to create a 
separate cell or nodal de-
partment for implemen-
tation of all scholarship 
schemes at the earliest.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, May 19: Un-
ion Minister of State for 
Home Affairs, Kiren Rijiju 
exhorted the Assam Ri-
fles to work with dedica-
tion, keeping in mind that 
they are the ‘sentinels’ 
of the Northeast people. 
The minister stated that 
Northeast is a strategic 
region and that the role 
played by Assam Rifles in 
ensuring security, peace, 
and development in the 
area is worth the appre-
ciation.

“I want to give respect 
and honour to those par-
ents who gave birth to 
(children who chose to) 
serve the country and I’m 
proud and honoured to 
be here among you as it 
is my duty to encourage 
you,” Rijiju said during 
his address. 

He encouraged the 
Assam Rifles’ personnel 
to continue their ‘selfless 
contributions’ in various 

Bengaluru, May 19 (IANS): In an anti-
climax to the hectic political develop-
ments since the split verdict in May 12 
Karanataka Assembly polls, the BJP lost 
power in Karnataka as Chief Minister 
BS Yeddyurappa resigned on Saturday 
before the trust vote, as he did not have 
the numbers to prove his majority.

His resignation paved the way for 
formation of a Congress-Janata Dal-
Secular (JD-S) government headed by 
HD Kumaraswamy. Congress President 
Rahul Gandhi targeted Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi after the trust vote, say-
ing he would have learnt lessons from 
Yeddyurappa having been forced to re-
sign as the Karnataka Chief Minister two 
days after he was sworn in. 

The order for advancing the trust 
vote to Saturday came from the Supreme 
Court as the Congress and the JD-S filed 
a petition challenging Governor Vajub-
hai Vala's invitation to Yeddyurappa to 
form government and his giving the BJP 
leader 15 days to prove majority.

While the BJP emerged as the single-
largest party, the Congress and the JD-S, 
which formed a post-poll alliance, said 
they had the required numbers to form 
the government. 

A little ahead of the appointed time of 
trust vote at 4 pm, Yeddyurappa made an 
emotional speech, saying the BJP didn't 
get the numbers needed to prove major-
ity in the House. "I will lose nothing if I 
lose power, my life is for the people," he 
said.

In his 15-minute address to the 
House, the 75-year-old BJP leader said 
there was no way he could have served 
the people of Karnataka, as the Congress 
was not allowing its MLAs even to speak 
to their family members.

Lamenting that hundreds of farmers 
had committed suicides across the state 
during the last five years, Yeddyurappa 
said the Congress could not ensure water 
for irrigating the farmlands in the state 
even 70 years after the Independence.

"My aim is to serve farmers till my last 
breath. I will also continue to serve all the 
people, including the Dalits, backward 
classes, weaker sections and the poor," 
reiterated Yeddyurappa who was the first 
BJP Chief Minister in south India when 
the party came to power on its own in 
Karnataka in 2008 assembly election.

Expressing confidence of the BJP 
winning in all the 28 Lok Sabha constitu-
encies from the state in the 2019 general 
elections, Yeddyurappa said the party 
would also win in 150 of the 224-member 
state assembly in the next elections.

"It was my dream to be the Chief 

Minister of the state at a time Narendra 
Modi is the Prime Minister. If only people 
would have given us 113 seats instead 
of 104, we would have made this state a 
paradise. But I will fight for the state till 
my last breath. We will get 28 out of 28 
seats in Lok Sabha and I will win 150 As-
sembly seats for Narendra Modi (in the 
next assembly elections)," Yeddyurappa 
said.

Asserting that the mandate showed 
that the state's people have rejected the 
Congress and the Janata Dal-Secular 
( JD-S), he said: "People have voted 
against the Congress' misgovernance. I 
have faced many 'agni pareeksha' (trial 
by fire) in the past and this trust vote is 
just another one."

He then announced his resignation 
and drove to Raj Bhavan to submit his 
resignation to Governor Vajubhai Vala.

In Delhi, Congress President Rahul 
Gandhi launched a stinging attack on 
Modi stating that "PM is corruption" 
and there was no institution "worthy of 
respect of the Prime Minister, Amit Shah 
and the RSS".

"I hope the BJP and the RSS learnt 
a lesson from this that the institutions 
of this country, the will of the people of 
this country cannot be disrespected," 
he said.

After a favourable verdict on their pe-
tition from the Supreme Court over the 
Governor's decision early on Wednesday, 
which was given a rare late-night hear-
ing, the Congress and the JD-S had again 
moved the apex court on Friday seeking 
ouster of KG Bopaiah as pro-tem Speaker 
of the Karnataka Assembly.

However, as the Karnataka govern-
ment informed about the live telecast 
of the floor test proceedings to ascertain 
the majority support to Chief Minister 
BS Yeddyurappa, the petitioners on 
Saturday decided not to press their plea 
against the pro-tem Speaker.

The May 12 election across the state 
in 222 constituencies out of total 224 
threw up a hung House, with no party 
securing majority. Polls in two constitu-
encies were deferred.

Of the 222 seats, the BJP won 104, 
Congress 78, Janata Dal-Secular 37, and 
one each was bagged by the Bahujan Sa-
maj Party and the Karnataka Pragnyavan-
tha Janatha Party, and an Independent.

As JD-S leader HD Kumaraswamy 
won from both Channapatna and Ram-
anagaram segments, the party's effective 
strength in the House is 36. The Congress 
and the JD-S had staked claim to form 
government with Kumaraswamy as 
Chief Minister. 

fields keeping in mind 
the virtue of discipline. 
According to him, the 
Northeast region was ‘a 
strategic area and of par-
amount importance’ to 
the country.  

Kiren Rijiju was ad-
dressing the attestation 
parade conducted at the 
ARTC&S drill ground on 
May 19 in Sukhovi village 
in Dimapur. He inspected 
the parade in which 233 

recruits, including 22 ma-
hila (women) recruits 
were inducted into the 
force, and described it as 
‘beautiful’ in his address. 

R i j i j u  p r e s e n t e d 
awards to the success-

ful recruits for their out-
standing performances 
during training. ‘Rfn’ 
Sameer Ojha was award-
ed the medal for the best 
all-round recruit. Med-
als were awarded in the 
fields of firing, drill, and 
physical training.

Later, the minister 
witnessed demonstration 
by the ‘mahila’ recruits in 
the centre’s insurgency 
training area where the 
recruits displayed their 
weapon-handling skill, 
battle obstacles, bayo-
nets fighting, raid on 
underground hideouts, 
and ambush by the un-
derground outfits and 
counter-ambush against 
the outfits. Rijiju opined 
that training of ‘mahila’ 
recruits would result in 
augmenting the paramili-
tary force.  

He encouraged the 
Assam Rifle’s personnel to 
live up to its tag of ‘senti-
nels of the Northeast’. 
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Angami students launch ‘clean Kohima project’

ANPSTA questions govt. 
on teachers appointment

NPF Ghaspani affirms to 
support party candidate

Students sensitised on gender equality

School of Engineering and Technology organises ‘parting social’

Mokokchung NPP prepares for LS by-election Team conducts test on food adulterants

IMFL destroyed in Wokha 

Members of the ASU along with school students during the launch of the project.

Members of Peace Club pose for a group photograph after the capacity building programme in Wokha town on May 19.

Members of the NPP’s Mokokchung division pose for a group photograph after their meeting on May 19.

Himato Zhimomi along with other members pose for a group photograph after conducting food tests at the New Market 
in Dimapur on May 19.

Teachers and students of SET pose for a group photograph after the event on May 19.

Police personnel destroying liquor in Wokha on May 19.

Governor to felicitate toppers 
The function for presentation of the Governor’s Award to 
the toppers including the subject toppers in MILs and Skill 
Education subjects and felicitation of Rank Holders of the 
HSLC and HSSLC examinations 2018 by the state governor, 
PB Acharya, would be held on June 8 at Durbar Hall, Raj 
Bhavan, Kohima, at 11 am. The top twenty ranked students 
of HSLC examination 2018, top ten ranked students of the 3 
(three) streams of HSSLC Examination 2018, subject toppers 
in MILs and skill education subjects of both HSLC and HSSLC 
examinations 2018 and the respective heads of Institutions 
from where they passed, along with the parents of the 
student have been invited to attend the function. Further, 
all the rank holders are informed to attend the function in 
their respective school uniforms. A DIPR report stated that 
all invitees must reach the venue by 10:30 am and be seated 
by 10:45 am.

Phek DC notifies arms license holders
In view of the ensuing by-election to the Nagaland 
parliamentary constituency 2018 and to ensure the smooth 
function, deputy commissioner & DEO, Phek, Shanavas C, 
has directed all arms license holders under Phek district to 
deposit their arms license at the nearest police stations on or 
before May 22. Failure to deposit the license with arms within 
the stipulated time will result in cancellation of license(s) as 
per appropriate section of law, the order stated.

Kiphire’s DC informs
In view of the by-election to the Nagaland parliamentary 
constituency, 2018, and to ensure the smooth conduct of the 
election, deputy commissioner & assistant returning officer, 
Kiphire, has notified all public to contact the control room on 
mobile number 9383391627 for necessary information. The 
DC & ARO, Kiphire, Mohammed Ali Shihab, has notified that 
the order would come into immediate effect and remain till 
the election process is over.

MGM College conducts awareness prog
MGM College has organised a cancer awareness programme 
May 19. Resource person Dinish Kumar Bajpai from Caring 
Soul Foundation has highlighted on the causes and ill effects 
of the cancer. He has attributed to habits and consumption 
of tobacco as the main cause of cancer in the North eastern 
part of India. He also explained the role of Caring Soul 
Foundation and its wide philanthropic role in the society. 
The college’s principal Fr. Shibu Varghese, has introduced the 
resource person, while the vice principal, Mrs Durga Malarkar, 
proposed vote of thanks.  

ANATG threatens second phase agitation 
With no positive response from the government during its first 
phase pen down strike from May 16 to 18, the All Nagaland 
Ad-hoc Teachers’ Group (ANATG) has threatened to launch 
its second phase agitation by resorting to three-day mass 
casual leave beginning from June 4. Meanwhile, the group 
has appreciated all section of people for their cooperation 
during its first phase agitation. It further appealed to all its 
members to be prepare for the next phase of agitation.

NCRC convenes prayer meeting
Nagaland Christian Revival Church (NCRC) has convened 
its monthly prayer meeting from May 25 to 27 beginning 
from 10 am to 4 pm at PR Hill, Kohima. The main speakers 
are NCRC’s pastor Yangulie Sanchu and mission director for 
NEICRCC, Rev. Neivotso Neikha. Services would be conducted 
in Tenyidie and Nagamese. The organisation press release 
stated that the Lord’s Supper would be administered on 
Saturday morning service. The church has invited everyone 
to come and share the blessings of God.

Inner Wheel Club reaches out to fire victims
Inner Wheel Club, Dimapur, has donated dry ration, kitchen 
utensils, soap, clothes, biscuits, etc to the seven families 
affected by fire incident below flyover at Burma Camp on 
May 19. The items were procured through the contributions 
made by the club members. The organisation president, 
Jyotsna Singh informed that the gesture was well received 
by the victims.

NEWS IN BRIEF

(KMC) on a project to 
free Kohima of dog men-
ace. The union had also 
introduced and launched 
‘Car Bin’ project with the 
ANTA Kohima wherein 
car bins were donated 
to the taxis. The union 
had appealed to all the 
vehicle owners to main-
tain ‘Car Bins’ in their 
vehicles.

ASU aims at promot-
ing a sense of belonging-
ness that every individual 
is responsible for keeping 
a clean environment. It 
also appealed to every 
citizen to join hand and 
work towards a cleaner 
and better society.

Meanwhile, the union 
has acknowledged all 
those who have helped 
them financially and 
physically in launching 
the pilot project. It has 
particularly thanked the 
urban development de-
partment, department of 
forest, KD Vizo and Husie 
Lhousa.

Dimapur, May 19 (EMN): In an at-
tempt to promote gender equality 
among the students, Peace Chan-
nel has organised one-day capacity 
building programme at Little Angel 
School, Wokha, on May 19 on the 
topic “Gender and peace.”

The organisation press release 
stated that the programme was 
held with the aim to sensitise the 
students on gender inequality and 
eradicate them from minds, hearts 
and actions and also to encourage 
them to promote gender equal-
ity between man and women. Al-
together 47 students have actively 
participated in the programme.

Addressing the students, a peace 

activist Patrick W Tungoe stated 
that gender and peace are closely 
linked. While maintaining that 
peace is vital to promote gender 
equality, he cautioned that gender 
inequality could undermine peace 
and resulted in conflict and vio-
lence. He elucidated that because 
of gender discrimination, women 
were affected the most as they do 
not have equal opportunity as men 
in terms of education, meaning-
ful careers, political positions and 
economic advancements. 

He also added that women too 
deserve a life with opportunities to 
be educated, to work, to be healthy 
and to participate in all aspects of 

life. He further added that the eman-
cipation of women is important.

He urged the male participants 
to respect and protect the rights of 
women and eradicate the concept 
of “enter a men’s world and com-
pete on an equal basis” from its 
mindset. He further called upon 
the participants to take pragmatic 
action to accelerate gender parity 
by committing themselves as leader 
and spearheading within their own 
spheres of influence.

He further encouraged the par-
ticipants to promote genuine equal-
ity between men and women by 
planting the idea of respect for hu-
man rights.

Dimapur, May 19 (EMN): While appreciat-
ing the state government for advertising to fill 
the vacant post of 192 primary teachers vide 
NO.NL/SE-1/2017 Dated Kohima, the 11th 
January, 2018, All Nagaland Pre-Service Teach-
ers Association (ANPSTA) has questioned the si-
lence and inaction of the education department 
in filling 532 posts of primary teacher which are 
laying vacant despite repeated appeals.

While expressing concern for the trained un-
employed PSTE/D. Ed/D.El.Ed, the association 
president Hiyalo Jemu and the general secretary 
Ajano Humtsoe have sought justification on the 
accountability and responsibility of the con-
cerned department.

“The post of 192 primary teachers which was 
advertised and published in the local dailies 
dated 11th January, 2018 for online submission 
of application is still a wonder, as the wait con-
tinues. Leaving aside the 192 post advertised, 
the association is greatly concern about the 
532 posts of primary teacher which were laying 
vacant during the so called “freeze period,” the 
association maintained.

ANPSTA affirm that it would not remain si-
lent spectators but stand committed to seek for 
fair selection process of primary teachers at the 
earliest in order to bring quality education in 
government schools and strengthen education 
system in the state. 

ANPSTA further appealed to the right think-
ing citizens and forums to come forward and 
support its cause as it concerns to the “selection 
of educators.”

Dimapur, May 19 (EMN): The Naga Peo-
ple’s Front (NPF) under 5 Ghaspani-II 
AC has resolved to steadfastly work with 
diligently for the success of its party’s of-
ficial candidate in the forthcoming Lok 
Sabha by-election in the interest of the 
state and the party.

The resolution to this effect was 
taken during its consultative meeting 
on May 18 in the residence of its former 
candidate Dr. Kevingulie’s Khro in Chu-
mukedima. The meeting was held in the 
presence of central office bearers (COB), 
vice president and Dimapur division in-
charge Pusazo Luro.

A press release issued by the unit 
president Vilasielie Nakhro and the 
general secretary M Alen Singson stated 
that the house had discussed on several 
issues to be enforced and implemented 
within the AC in particular and also in 
order to strengthen the party in the com-
ing ensuing parliamentary by-election 
scheduled for polled on May 28.

The house has also thanked the party 
president Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu and 
the Leader of the Opposition TR Zeliang 
for extending help and support to its 
former candidate. The house also ex-
pressed gratitude to the party’s rank and 
file for allotting the lone Lok Sabha seat 
of the party (NPF) to C Apok Jamir.

Dimapur, May 19 (EMN): Mokokchung 
division of the National People’s Party 
(NPP) has endorsed the PDA consensus 
candidate, TokhehoYepthomi, in the en-
suing Lok Sabha by-election and resolved 
to work diligently for the success of the 
PDA’s candidate.

The resolution to this effect was 
taken during its co-ordination meet-
ing of different wings comprising the 
parents, women and youth wing at its 
division office on May 19. The coordina-
tion meeting was called to take stock of 
the preparations for the forthcoming Lok 
Sabha bye-election scheduled to be held 
on May 28. 

The unit president Jonathan Lemtur 
and the general secretary Talitemsu Im-

chen have jointly stated that the division 
had distributed the works among the 
different wings and entrusted the office 
bearers and party leaders to reach out 
to the masses with the mandated PDA 
slogan of ‘change is coming.’ 

The unit has also appreciated the 
chief minister, Neiphiu Rio, for allotting 
the post of advisor for industries and 
commerce, NIDC, and also appointing 
as chairman of DPDB Mokokchung to 
Imnatiba, MLA from 22 Arakakong AC. 
Meanwhile, the unit has welcomed the 
new party members into its fold and 
resolved to stand firmly by the NPP’s 
principle under the leadership of its state 
president, AtoYepthomi, and NPP na-
tional president, Conrad Sangma. 

Dimapur, May 19 (EMN): Un-
der “food safety on wheels 
for food testing on the go,” 
team of officials from the state 
government had conducted 
a test against adulterants on 
food items for the safety of the 
public.

The team was led by Hi-
mato Zhimomi, commissioner 
and secretary cum commis-
sioner for food safety, along 
with Dr. Obangjungla, deputy 
director; Dr. K Vikato Kinimi, 
chief medical officer, Dimapur; 
Dr. Khesheto Zhimo, medi-
cal superintendent, District 
Hospital Dimapur; Dr. Antoly, 
deputy CMO; Dr. Rebecca, 

DPO (RCH/UIP); Sendong 
Jamir, FSO Dimapur; Samuel, 
FSO Phek; Khrukutolu Veswuh, 
food analyst of State Public 
Health Laboratory. 

The team had visited New 
Market’s fish market and fruit 
stalls where samples for testing 
were acquired. Himato stated 
that testing for adulterants on 
food items was conducted for 
the safety of the public. He 
remarked that the public were 
paying a high price for food 
items and also paying dearly 
with their health by consum-
ing food items tainted with 
adulterants.

The testing conducted by 

the team of food safety on 
wheels is a preliminary spot 
testing of food items for stand-
ard confirmation under the 
FSSAI rules and regulations. 
The food safety on wheels will 
serve as a mobile food test-
ing unit and will be used to 
for public education and for 
conducting awareness pro-
grammes. 

A mobile lab will have fully 
functional testing facilities that 
could be used for quick qualita-
tive testing and for detection of 
common adulterants in foods 
and to spread awareness of 
food safety and hygiene, it was 
informed.

Dimapur, May 19 (EMN): 
Wokha police person-
nel have destroyed huge 

quantity of liquor on May 
19, which were seized on 
different occasions. Police 

towards success, he has 
encouraged the students 
to inculcate the sense 
of hard work in order to 
achieve success in life. 

He further wished all 
the outgoing students 
a grand success in their 
future endeavours. 

While stating that the 

teachers have given their 
best in moulding them 
achieve academic excel-
lence during their stay in 
the institution, Er. Imlito-

amples by cleaning their 
surroundings and also 
encourage others on the 
importance of maintain-

ing clean environment.
In a press release, ASU 

president Visako Rino 
stated that the union has 

launched the mission 
with the objective to cre-
ate awareness among the 
public bearing in mind 

the benefit of sanitation.
ASU had previously 

collaborated with the Ko-
hima Municipal Council 

Dimapur, May 19 (EMN): 
In an effort to promote 
hygiene in the society es-
pecially in Kohima town, 
the Angami Students’ 
Union (ASU) has initi-
ated a pilot project un-
der the banner ‘Angami 
Students’ Union Sanita-
tion Ambassadors.’ The 
union has launched the 
project with the objective 
to reach out and create 
awareness to preserve 
and protect the environ-
ment.

In order to translate 
its mission to reality, 
ASU has selected stu-
dents from Class VI and 
VII from various schools 
to be ambassadors of 
sanitation, who would be 
given badges with the in-
scription “ASU Sanitation 
Ambassador.” The mem-
bers would propagate the 
mission on hygiene and 
sanitation regardless of 
the places they were sta-
tioned. The ambassadors 
were expected to set ex-

Dimapur, May 19 (EMN): 
The School of Engineer-
i n g  a n d  Te c h n o l o g y 
(SET), Nagaland Univer-
sity, has organised its 8th 
‘parting social’ on May 
19 in its premises at the 
NU Residential Complex, 
Landmark colony, Di-
mapur.

Speaking at the pro-
gramme, Prof. SK Shar-
ma, Dean of SET, has 
expressed gratitude to 
the students for com-
pleting their four years 
stay without creating any 
problems. Reminding 
that there is no shortcut 

have arrested several per-
sons and penalised under 
relevant section of the law. 
A DIPR report stated that 
contraband items includ-
ing 1266 capsules of Spas-
mo Proxyvon, 28 tablets of 
Nitrosun, Kingfisher cane 
beer, Vodka (magic mo-
ments), OC blue (whisky), 
MC whisky and MC rum 
were destroyed on the oc-
casion. It stated that the 
consignments were de-
stroyed in the presence of 
assistant public prosecu-
tor (APP), Wokha, SDPO 
Wokha, and prosecuting 
staff.

shi Jamir, has encouraged 
the outgoing students to 
give their best towards 
achieving their desire goal. 

The programme was 
hosted by Techie Letro 
and Visakhonuo Kuotsu, 
while speeches and songs 
were presented by stu-
dents.

The organisers (SET-
SU member) have ex-
tended gratitude to Prof. 
SK Sharma, Er. Shancha-
mo Yanthan, lectures, 
participants and volun-
teers for making the 8th 
social parting a grand 
success.
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Resource person Rozelle Mero speaks during a career seminar that 
was conducted in the Veterinary Council Hall at Veterinary colony in 
Dimapur on Saturday.
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Neiphiu Rio addressing an event in Mon town on May 19.

Dr. SC Jamir along with a student leader during an interaction at Lumami.

Rio assures to fulfill welfare 
commitments made to eastern Nagas 

Sovereignty for Nagas is not possible now — SC Jamir

Students read into jobs and career notions

‘Naga political issues and personal achievements interaction’

IEDSS scam: Special education 
teachers seek govt. intervention 

Zeme students warn against proxy teachers 

Dimapur, May 19 (EMN): 
Chief Minister Neiphiu 
Rio reiterated the Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
commitment to give priv-
ilege to the Eastern Nagas, 
which was stated during 
the last general election 
campaign rally in Tuen-
sang. 

Keeping in mind the 
PM’s assurances, Rio ap-
pealed to the people to give 
their valuable mandate to 
the People’s Democratic 
Alliance (PDA) candidate 
so that he will represent 
them at the Centre. He as-
sured that the PDA govern-
ment will uplift the Eastern 
Naga areas.

A press release was is-
sued by media cell of the 
Chief Minister Office on 
Saturaday. 

Addressing a massive 
gathering at the council 
hall in Mon town on May 
19, Rio said that ‘the senti-
ments of Nagas have been 
hurt so much because of 
the Naga People’s Front 
(NPF) leadership’s greed 
and selfishness which 
was the main cause of the 
instability and unreliabil-
ity of their governments.’

Informing that the 
Democratic Party was 
formed in 1963 with the 
‘crowing cock’ as the par-
ty symbol, it was only in 
1969 that Dr. Shürhozelie 
Liezietsu entered politics 
during the time of the 
UDF and therefore, he 
said Liezietsu is not the 
founder of the regional 
party.

“The NPF president 

D-5430

Office of the 
Rotomi Welfare Zunheboto

Zunheboto : Nagaland

FELICITATION
We, the Rotomi Welfare Zunheboto heartily congratulates Ms.Vitunali 

L Awomi D/o Y. Lhotoi Awomi and Holivi Chishi of Rotomi Village and 
presently residing at South Point East colony, Zunheboto on securing 
Top 18th position in the NBSE HSLC Exam 2018 from Fernwood School, 
Kohima and  for bringing laurels to the community.

Ms.Vitunali L Awomi secured distinction in all the subjects and also 
secured highest marks in two subjects:

1.    Social Sciences (100)           2.    Environmental Education (99) 
We further pray that the Almighty God bless her abundantly in her future endeavours.

 Sd/- (N Honito Sema) Sd/- (Ghonito Shohe)
 Chairman Secretary       
 Rotomi Welfare, Zunheboto Rotomi Welfare, Zunheboto
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had earlier contested the 
1999 Lok Sabha election 
much against the wishes 
of his then colleagues as 
an independent candi-
date with bus as his elec-
tion symbol by ditching 
the erstwhile NPC after 
getting it derecognised 
under his presidentship,” 
Rio said.

He urged the people 
not to be misled by the 
NPF’s propaganda but to 
know the truth about the 
genesis and history of the 
party.

PDA consensus can-
didate for the ensuing 
by-polls to the Lok Sabha, 
Tokheho Yepthomi point-
ed out’the double stand-

ard nature of the NPF,’ 
stating that although NPF 
is still part and parcel of 
the BJP Government in 
Manipur, in Nagaland 
they have been portray-
ing BJP as communal and 
anti-Christian in their 
speeches and statements.

Tokheho said ‘the BJP 
has been ignoring TR Ze-
liang because of his cor-
rupt nature.’ On the con-
trary, he compared Rio’s 
leadership and capability 
to that of a gigantic tree 
and said ‘Rio is the only 
one who can give shade 
and shelter to the Naga 
people.’

Talking about his 
candidature for the up-

coming bye-election, 
Tokheho said that with 
the blessings and guid-
ance of Chingwang 
Konyak, the Nationalist 
Democratic Progressive 
Party (NDPP) president; 
Visasolie Lhoungu, state 
BJP president and the alli-
ance partners such as the 
JD (U), NPP and the lone 
Independent legislator, 
he has high hopes that he 
will do well and appealed 
to the people to vote for a 
progressive Nagaland.

State BJP president, 
Visasolie Lhoungu in his 
address said that voting 
for the NPF candidate, C 
Apok Jamir ‘will be a loss 
for the Naga people since 

he will be in the opposi-
tion benches even if he 
goes to Parliament and 
won’t be of much help in 
representing the people at 
the Centre.’ He added that 
the PDA candidate Yep-
thomi is an experienced, 
time-tested leader who 
knows the system of gov-
ernance well while Apok 
was always spoon-fed.

Countering NPF’s 
rants about the BJP being 
anti-Christian, he ques-
tioned the NPF whether 
they (NPF) were Hindus 
for the last 15 years when 
BJP and NPF were allies. 
Supporting his statement, 
he said Nagas will remain 
Christians no matter 
what. The BJP president 
exuded confidence and 
said that winning is as-
sured but the PDA can-
didate should win with 
a thumping victory. “We 
are going to vote for unity, 
peace, development and 
change.”

Expressing discon-
tentment on TR Zeliang 
and Dr. Shürhozelie’s 
leadership, the NDPP 
president said that both 
have ‘failed the Nagas 
since they lack honesty, 
sincerity.’

On the leader of the 
opposition, TR Zeliang’s 
statement that the “PDA 
days are numbered”, Kon-
yak challenged whether 
the NPF will be able to 
safeguard and have all 
their MLAs secured with 
them. He also said NPF 
should talk politics and 
not religion.  

Dimapur, May 19 (EMN): Responding 
to the question ‘will the Nagas attain 
sovereignty,’ raised by the students 
Nagaland University during an inter-
action,  Dr. SC Jamir, former governor 
of Odisha, and five time chief minis-
ter of Nagaland, said he do not know 
what will happen in 20-30 years but at 
this juncture sovereignty for Nagas is 
not possible.

Jamir said asking and getting sov-
ereignty is different. Citing instances 
of children asking or demanding 
things from parents, he said it is the 
case with Nagas. “We are not talking 
about getting sovereignty but are ask-
ing or demanding for it, he added.” 

The students of Nagaland Univer-
sity had an interaction with Jamir on 
the topic “Naga political issues and his 
personal achievements.”

On the question asked by stu-
dents, will he participate in ongoing 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, May 19: A day 
seminar on career guid-
ance was conducted at 
Veterinary Council Hall at 
Veterinary colony in Di-
mapur on Saturday. The 
seminar was organised 
by the Veterinary Colony 
Council and Veterinary 
Colony Youth Organisa-
tion for the student of the 
colony.

A team from a Hu-
man Resource Develop-
ment agency known by its 
name The People Chan-
nel (TPC) were invited 
as resource persons. The 
agency, with a theme “The 
right channel to a myriads 
of opportunities,” was 
established in 2005. The 
team has been training 
and recruiting candidates 
from the Northeast as sole 
recruiters representing 
national and internation-
al companies.

During the seminar, 
the managing director of 
TPC, Rozelle Mero, was 
the main resource person. 
She spoke on differences 
between a job and a ca-
reer. Stating that a job is 
a temporary employment 
and a career is a 40 to 50 
years employment, she 
described various ways 
to start a career by doing 
various job no matter how 
small it is. 

“Dignity of labour 
starts from a small thing,” 
she exerted supporting 
her statement. She visu-
alised the students by 

Dimapur, May 19 (EMN): The Special 
Education Teachers Association (SETAN) 
has sought government’s intervention 
and sensible solution to the alleged In-
clusive Education for the Disabled at 
Secondary Stage (IEDSS) scam which 
came to light after Right to Information 
(RTI) reply obtained from the Vigilance 
Commission.

“In light to the news article ‘VC files 
charge sheet in IEDSS Scam,’ the Special 
Education Teachers Association (SETAN) 
felt the need to throw some light on the 
present status of the scheme and the sor-
ry state of the teachers (special education 
teachers) that needs intervention and so-
lution,” a press release received from the 
SETAM president on Saturday stated.

The IEDSS scheme being put under 
suspension owing to the misappropria-
tion, the association said failure on part 
of the government will result in com-
plete stoppage of the scheme which will 
be a grave injustice to all the differently 
abled students of Nagaland.

Stating that the status of the Special 
Education Teachers (SET) remains ter-
minated, the SETAM said that ‘the de-
partment has wrongfully victimized the 
teachers for the fault of the erring officials 
by serving termination orders to all of the 
genuine 360 teachers on August of 2016 

with six months’ salary still pending.’ 
The association stated that each 

teachers has given five years in job in-
vesting their prime time and most of the 
SETs are now over-aged and many more 
on the verge of being over-aged.

It asserted that the teachers could 
have been completed basic training (6 
months course) from RCI recognized 
institutions outside Nagaland, if the de-
partment has executed its promise to 
provide the requisite training.

The SETAM also expressed its concern 
for the future of hundreds of teachers and 
thousands of children with special needs 
who have been sidelined and played with 
by the department and government.

The association alleged that it is un-
lawful and illegal on the part of depart-
ment to terminate the SET as long as the 
scheme exists as the appointment order 
clearly states that the post is co-terminus 
with the scheme/project. 

SETAN have staged agitation, 
knocked many doors, and met con-
cerned minister many a times in the past 
yet, it stated that no help from any corner 
for the aggrieved teachers were heeded.

The association further expressed 
hope in the new government, in the new 
concerned minister that justice will be 
done to them. 

Dimapur, May 19 (EMN): The Zeme 
Students’ Union (N) has warned against 
proxy or substitute teachers in govern-
ment schools under its jurisdiction.

According to press release from the 
union, during an executive council meet-
ing held on May 18, the students union 
resolved to stick to its annual executive 
resolution no. 7, which states ‘non-keep-
ing of proxy/substitute teacher.’

The union stated that it had taken 
several data collection, checked mal-
practices in educational institution un-
der its jurisdiction and submitted the 
documents to the concerned depart-
ment for necessary action. 

The union also adopted a resolu-
tion to stand firm in making the village 
schools, the best place for imparting ed-
ucation with suitable and professional 
teacher posted. 

The student body has directed those 
erring teachers to resume their duties. 
Failing which, the union informed that 
stern action will be initiated against the 
concerned individual and even to the ex-

tent of imposing fines up to INR 50,000 
for the first defaulter and other neces-
sary action.

Lamenting over poor performance of 
government institutions in the recently 
declared result of the HSLC and HSSLC, 
the union felt the need of extra effort of 
teachers in bringing out the best of the 
students.

Also, the union stated that the non-
released of SSA teachers is one of the 
‘stumbling block’ for teachers in per-
forming their best duties. Therefore, the 
union has requested the concerned de-
partment and the government to look 
into their grievances as they are the 
backbone of the society.

The student body also called on the 
teacher’s fraternity to continue their sin-
cere effort in imparting quality educa-
tion to the village children. 

“The union will not compromise with 
‘no work, no pay,’” the press release added.

The union further congratulated all 
the successful candidates and wished 
them the best in their future endeavour.

Naga political agreement between the 
govt. of India and Naga political groups 
(NPG) since he being the living legend 
of the signatories of 16th point agree-
ment, Jamir replied that he will play as 
secondary and advisory role on the is-
sue.

On the question, what was the thing 
he could not able to achieve during his 
service, he said Naga sovereignty. 

On personal achievement question, 
jamir said dedication, perseverance, 
and conviction made him a successful 
man.

Talking about discrimination faced 
by the Nagas and Northeastern peo-
ple in main land, Jamir said ‘i and the 
other Nagas in the assembly faced the 
same. We were called Chinese.’ How-
ever, he said it depends on how one live 
with the people and react to situations. 
“When you are in Rome, live like a Ro-
man,” he added. 

showing various forms of 
job they can avail them-
selves with before they 
start their career. “One 
should have the thirst for 
exposure as every expe-

rience you get matters a 
lot.”

Mero disagreed with 
the present educational 
system that is prevalent 
in Nagaland because it 

does not help the stu-
dents to be creative. “It 
only allows the teach-
ers to speak but doesn’t 
allow the students to 
stand up and speak out. 
We need an educational 
system where a student 
can stand up, raise ques-
tions to the teachers so 
that the teachers as well 
as the students can keep 
updated,” she asserted.

Mero suggested ways 
on how to promote tour-
ism in Nagaland stating 
that tourism can bring out 
and preserve art and cul-
ture of the Nagas. She pre-
sumed that village tour-
ism has a higher capacity 
to promote tourism rath-
er than depending only 
on Hornbill Festival for it. 
She also suggested how 
one can engage in organic 
farming through niche 
marketing. 

The importance of 
relationships between 
parents and children in 
career building was also 
evinced during the semi-
nar. Mero recommended 
that keeping in touch 
and sharing experiences 
with one another will ex-
pand ideas, creativity, and 
knowledge in building ca-
reer. 

Also, centre head, 
Jacob Krocha; hospitality 
trainer, Kekro Mero; and 
client manager, Aienla 
jamir of TPC shared the 
basic approach towards 
career guidance through 
their experiences.
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Agartala, May 19 (IANS): As 
per pre-poll promise, the BJP 
government in Tripura on 
Saturday announced new re-
cruitment policy and annulled 
the earlier employment rules 
framed by the previous Left 
Front government, a senior 
minister said.

“The state government 
framed new recruitment pol-
icy for recruiting government 
employees in Tripura. The 
cabinet also cancelled the 
earlier employment policy 
framed by the previous Left 
Front government,” Educa-
tion and Law Minister Ratan 
Lal Nath told the media after a 
cabinet meeting.

The meeting was chaired 
by Chief Minister Biplab Ku-
mar Deb, who also holds the 
home portfolio and also the 
Chief of Bharatiya Janata Party 
Pradesh Committee.

Nath, accompanied by 
Agriculture and Transport 
Minister Pranajit Singha Roy, 
said that the BJP framed the 
new recruitment policy be-
cause it wanted transparency 
and fairness.

“The earlier government 
while recruiting employees 

has done political favourit-
ism, partiality and ignore 
the quality candidates. From 
now onwards, written ex-
amination would be done 
for recruiting employess for 
the the group “C” and group 
“D” posts. In some cases (ten 
per cent) interview would be 
taken for the technical posts. 
The entire interview process 
would also be videographed.”

The minister said that to 
recruit government employess 
for the group “C” and group 
“D” posts a separate institu-
tion would be constituted and 
the existing Tripura Public 
Service Commission would 
be further strengthen for se-
lecting best candidates for the 
required government posts.

He said that the cabinet 
also modified the existing 
pension system giving pref-
erances to the parents of the 
expired employees.

Nath said the government 
would soon promulgate an 
ordinance to authorize Block 
Development Officers and 
Panchayat Secretaries to deal 
the financial matters as 50 
per cent Gram Pradhan (pan-
chayat chief) either resigned 

or not attending office after 
the BJP led government came 
to power on March 9.

The BJP government on 
Saturday also decided to en-
hance the salaries and allow-
ances of the Judicial officers 
with effect from January 2016.

Opposition Congress while 
reacting to the new recruit-
ment policy of the BJP govern-
ment, has urged the govern-
ment to give preferances to 
the plotically victimsed and 
overaged educated youths and 
to set up Staff Selection Com-
mission like institution to re-
cruit government employees.

“The BJP government 
should undertake a special 
drive to fill up those vacant 
posts reserved for the tribals 
and scheduled caste com-
munities,” state Congress 
Vice-President and former 
legislator Tapas Dey told the 
media.

Meanwhile, the BJP within 
five days after assuming of-
fice on March 9, had stopped 
the recruitment process ex-
cept those initiated under 
the court’s directions raising 
criticism from the opposition 
parties.

Agartala, May 19 (IANS): Tripura’s 
BJP government, in a significant 
decision on Saturday, reserved 10 
per cent posts in its police force 
for women to deal more efficiently 
with crimes related to them, a min-
ister said.

“From now onwards, 10 per 
cent posts would be reserved in 
all types of recruitment in police 
force for women. Currently there 
is four per cent women police 
personnel in the Tripura Police 
force,” Education and Law Min-
ister Ratan Lal Nath said after a 
cabinet meeting.

The meeting was chaired by 
Chief Minister Biplab Kumar Deb, 
who also holds the home portfolio.

Nath, accompanied by Agri-
culture and Transport Minister 
Pranajit Singha Roy, told the media 
that the state government took this 
decision keeping in mind Supreme 
Court’s observation while dealing 
with Nirbhaya gang rape and mur-
der case.

The minister said that in many 
states in India there is no such high 
reservation for the women in police 
force. “If necessary the 10 per cent 
can be further increased in future.”

According to the minister at 
present out of 26,000 police person-
nel there are 1,200 women.

Tripura Director General of Po-
lice Akhil Kumar Shukla welcomed 
the state government’s decision 
saying that it would help greatly 
to deal with the crime relating to 
women.

“Women police personnel, I 
believe, would do better in cases 
related to women,” the police chief 
told IANS.

He said that the state govern-
ment has already set up seven 
all-women police stations across 
the state, including two in Agar-
tala. Four more such police stations 
would be set up soon.

“Besides the state government 
has taken a series of steps to check 
crimes against women,” the senior 
IPS officer said.

Another senior police officer 
said in order to boost community 
policing, PRAYAAS committee has 
been formed in each police station 
area to deal with policing. These 
will involve all sections of people, 
including former policemen, vet-
erans and renowned personalities 
of the locality.

Imphal, May 19 (PTI): Re-
acting to the failure of BJP 
Chief Minister B S Yed-
dyurappa of Karnataka to 
prove majority on the floor 
of Assembly today, Con-
gress in Manipur today said 
it was beginning of the end 
of “Modi regime.” 

The president of Ma-
nipur Pradesh Congress 

Committee (MPCC) T N 
Haokip commented “...this 
is the beginning of the end 
of Modi regime “.

“Today Yeddyurappa 
is the victim. We are not 
blaming Yeddyurappa. The 
two big bosses are there in 
Delhi, Narendra Modi and 
Amit Shah. They asserted 
their influences unduly to 

the Governor of Karnataka. 
How strange and funny? 
Yeddyurappa was seeking a 
week’s time to prove major-
ity of his government but 
the Governor had granted 
15 days time for floor test,” 
Haokip, MLA, said.

“The Supreme Court 
is there to watch and to 
safeguard the Constitution 

of India. The problem with 
Modi regime is that he is 
authoritarian...,” the Ma-
nipur Congress chief said.

In  Manipur,  G oa, 
Meghalaya and Nagaland 
the agents of the central 
government had denied 
single-largest parties to 
form governments and 
they made a sudden “U” 

turn saying that the single-
largest party should form 
the government in Karna-
taka, he added.

The Congress in Ma-
nipur had yesterday met 
acting Governor Jagdish 
Mukhi and staked claim to 
form the government just 
as in Karnataka.

The Congress in Ma-

nipur had bagged 28 seats 
in the 60-member House 
in the 2017 Assembly polls 
and emerged as the single-
largest party.

The BJP, which secured 
21 seats, had joined hands 
with regional parties and 
Governor Najma Heptulla 
had invited the coalition to 
form the government.

New Delhi, May 19 (PTI): For 
the first time, the railways will 
use artifical intelligence to con-
trol air circulation, signages and 
even supervision and mainte-
nance work in the 10.28 km-
long tunnel in Imphal as part 
of its 110 km railway line from 
Jiribam to Manipur’s capital 
city.

While the national transport-
er is already using this technique 
to detect flaws or problems in 
the signalling system on a real-
time basis and rectifying it in or-

der to avoid possible delays and 
mishaps, this is the first time that 
such a technology will be used in 
a tunnel in the country.

The system will control air 
circulation in the system, along 
with other aspects. It will alert 
the passenger in case of fire and 
help us in quick evacuation in 
case of any issue. This tunnel is 
specially unique as it also has a 
safety tunnel at every 500 me-
ters,” said Yogesh Verma, deputy 
chief, construction, Northeast 
Frontier Railway.

“So, in case of an accident 
or any mishap, all a passenger 
has to do is go 500 meters into 
the safety tunnel and through 
signages find his way out. The 
entire thing will be controlled by 
artifical intelligence, Verma said. 
This tunnel is one of 47 such 
tunnels in the Jiribam-Imphal 
line and part of the railways’ 
project to bring connectivity to 
the capital city.

The system will continu-
ously monitor signals, track 
circuits, axle counters and their 

sub-systems of interlocking, 
power supply systems, includ-
ing the voltage and current 
levels, relays, timers collect the 
data on a pre-determined inter-
val and send them to a central 
location.

While it will help run trains 
safely through the tunnel, it will 
also help its management and 
maintenance.

As tunnels deteriorate, of-
ficials said, they become more 
dangerous to the public and 
more costly to repair. By prop-

erly maintaining these tunnels, 
much of this unnecessary dan-
ger and cost can be avoided.

AI will help engineers and 
inspectors organise and analyse 
data collected about specific 
tunnels. The results of this data 
can then be evaluated and used 
to predict future tunnel deterio-
ration patterns and correspond-
ing maintenance needs, officials 
said.

This system will also be used 
in the Hyderabad, Mumbai and 
Ahmedabad metros.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, May 19 (EMN): The 
tripartite talks involving the 
centre, Manipur govern-
ment, and the United Naga 
Council (UNC) to resolve 
the issue about creation of 
new districts in Manipur was 
conducted at Senapati on 
Saturday.

UNC President Gaidon Ka-
mei and Secretary S Milan led 

a team of 11 members to the 
talks. Unlike the last round of 
talks, only two Manipur min-
isters namely, V Hangkhalian 
(Agriculture), and Th Rad-
heshyam (Education) besides 
two senior officials-Principal 
Secretary (Finance & Health) 
Vumlunmang Vualnam and 
Secretary (Revenue) T Ranjit, 
represented the state govern-
ment. 

Joint Secretary and Min-
istry of Home Affairs Satyen-
dra Garg attended the talks 
which aimed at finding an 
amicable solution following 
the creation of seven new dis-
tricts in Manipur by the previ-
ous Congress government in 
December 2016. The newly 
formed districts are Jiribam, 
Kangpokpi, Kamjong, Kakch-
ing, Noney, Pherzawl, and 

Tengnoupal.
Earlier, the state had only 

nine districts — Bishnupur, 
Chandel, Churachandpur, 
Imphal West, Imphal East, Se-
napati, Tengnoupal, Thoubal, 
and Ukhrul.

The UNC had protested 
the creation of new districts, 
particularly Kangpokpi and 
Jiribam, when O Ibobi was the 
chief minister. They had even 

imposed economic blockade 
for more than 100 days on all 
national highways which pass 
through Manipur. However, 
the agitation was withdrawn 
following an understand-
ing with the newly-formed 
BJP-led coalition govern-
ment which came to power in 
March 2017.

It was the seventh round. 
The first round was held on 

March 19, 2017.During the 
day’s talks, the points which 
were agreed earlier were re-
viewed and UNC showed 
strong reaction to non adher-
ence of the following agreed 
points that there was “non-
adherence to the 4 Memoran-
dum of Understanding with 
Government of Manipur and 
Government of India’s assur-
ance on the matter.”

Reacting to the talks which 
lasted for almost 2 hours, 
Kamei said, “The state gov-
ernment is not commit-
ted enough to resolve the 
problems. They need proper 
homework for the talks.”

However the state gov-
ernment agreed to prepare 
concrete proposal in the next 
round of talks which will be 
held on July 28 2018.

Mirror Crossword 1823sud0ku 1663
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1822

ACROSS
1. Ecclesiastical suplice
6. Dross
10. University instructor (abbrev.)
14. Owner of a landed estate 

(Scottish)
15. El ____, Texas
16. Carry
17. Forward
18. Scratch
19. First Holy Roman Emperor
20. Extents or outlooks
22. Devourers
24. Finishes
25. Disregards
26. Sprinkle with moisture
29. Actor Alda, Arkin or Ladd
30. Beers
31. Appointed
37. Forms reefs
39. Regulates air travel
40. Emits coherent radiation
41. Study of the elements of 

language style
44. Sometimes pulled by dogs
45. Not closed
46. Photographic device
48. Actress Eileen or actor Walter
52. Gossip columnist ____ Barrett
53. In a straight line
54. Explode
58. Unit of area
59. City in the Ukraine
61. Restaurant
62. With footwear
63. Place
64. Consumed
65. Snake-like fishes
66. Ireland
67. Sarcastic
 
DOWN
1. Applaud

2. Hawaiian island
3. Stratum
4. Something that crosses
5. Summing
6. Sends out with force
7. Felines
8. Californian university
9. Native tribe of Connecticut
10. Picture
11. One who determines values
12. Eccentric 13. Clean 

between teeth
21. Biblical paradise
23. Chronological record
25. Pertaining to the pelvic 

bones
26. Pouches
27. Secret plan
28. Insubstantial
29. With strength and intensity 

(archaic)
32. Frequently
33. Citizen of the Australian 

island state
34. Island
35. Swerve
36. German earth goddess
38. Classical guitarist _____ 

Boyd 42. Glitter
43. Native of the northern part 

of Great Britain
47. Positively charged electrodes
48. Indifferent or unexcited
49. Middle English for 

“Powerful” or “Great”
50. Enlist
51. Requires
52. Entertainment consisting of 

songs, sketches and dances
54. Bambi was one
55. Against
56. Placed a golf ball on a peg
57. Sea eagle
60. Roman numeral for 3

solutions to suD0ku 1662

Tripura’s BJP government 
announces new recruitment policy

Reserves 10% police posts for women

Beginning of the end for ‘Modi regime’ — Manipur Congress

In a first, railways to use AI to control air circulation in Manipur tunnel

Centre, state and uNC discuss issue of new district creation in Manipur

News IN BrIef
Man sent to 10 yrs jail for raping 
minor girl in Mizoram
Aizawl, May 19 (PTI): A Champai district court con-
victed a resident of Ngur village for raping a minor 
girl and sentenced him to 10 years rigorous imprison-
ment, court officials today. The court also slapped a 
fine of Rs 9,000 on the convict, Khamsavunga, the 
court officials said. The officials also said that Judge R 
Vanlalena pronounced the judgement yesterday after 
announcing that Khamsavunga was found guilty of 
committing the crime. Khamsavunga had raped the 
minor girl on December 10, 2014, while she was alone 
at her home.

Anti-hijack exercise at LGBI Air-
port in Guwahati
Guwahati, May 19 (PTI): An anti-hijack mock exercise 
was conducted at the Lokopriya Gopinath Bordoloi 
International (LGBI) Airport here today to check pre-
paredness and to improve the contingency plan to 
handle a hijack situation. The exercise was conducted 
under the chairmanship of Assam Home and Politi-
cal Department Secretary Kanak Chandra Sarma, an 
AAI-North East region release said here. The Director 
of LGBI Airport B K Tailong was the Convenor, it said. 
The CISF commandant, the Indian Air Force (IAF), all 
airlines, air traffic control (ATC), the police and other 
agencies participated in the mock exercise, the release 
said. IAF helicopters actively participated in drill for 
evacuation of casualties, it added.

May 31 deadline for high secu-
rity regn. plates in Guwahati
Guwahati, May 19 (PTI): All vehicle owners in Guwa-
hati will have to convert their old painted registration 
number plates to High Security Registration Plate 
(HSRP) on or before May 31, a government statement 
issued today said. District Transport Officer (Registra-
tion) Kamrup Metro District, which is made up of capi-
tal city Guwahati, has informed that all vehicle owners 
(Non-Transport and Transport) have to convert their 
old painted number plate to HSRP on or before May 
31 as per direction of the Supreme Court. Penalty will 
also be imposed after the due date if the direction is 
found violated, the release added.

Two killed as gunmen open fire 
near Assam-Arunachal border
Guwahati, May 19 (IANS): Two persons were killed 
after suspected gunmen fired indiscriminately at a 
grocery shop in a remote are along Assam-Arunachal 
Pradesh border on Friday late evening, police said.The 
incident took place at Rupai in eastern Assam’s Tin-
sukia district, the police said. According to locals, two 
gunmen came to a grocery shop and fired randomly, 
leading to death of two on the spot. While the locals 
suspect the hands of anti-talk faction of ULFA mili-
tants behind the killing, the police called it an incident 
of robbery. The police said they have already arrested 
one person in this regard and his interrogation is on to 
find more details.

Jumbo tramples woman,  
daughter to death
Diphu (Assam), May 19 (PTI): A woman and her 
daughter were killed when a wild elephant trampled 
them in Karbi Anglong district of Assam today, police 
sources said. The pachyderm attacked the two when 
they were asleep in their thatched house in the village 
under Khatkhati police station, the sources said. The 
deceased have been identified as Muni Devi (35) and 
Puja Kumari (3), they added.
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MGM HSS & MGM COLLEGE
UNDER THE AEGIS OF ST.THOMAS MISSION SOCIETY (HOME/SRC-6028)&

MGOS CHURCH, MIDLAND

(9th Rank, HSSLC, Science- 86.6%)

Class 10- 81% Class 12(Commerce)- 96% Class 12(Science)- 84% Class 12(Arts)-92%

CLASS 11 ADMISSION NOTICE (ARTS, COMMERCE & SCIENCE)
Admission will commence from 19/5/18 on first come first serve basis.
B.A(GEN& HON) ADMISSION NOTICE. 
Direct admission will commence from 19/5/18. 
Classes will commence from 30/5/2018.
 Bishop Mar Theodosius Memorial (MTM) full Scholarship for students scoring 85% and 

above.
 Well qualified and experienced Teachers.
 Free education for School Toppers
 Admission on first come first serve basis  
 Hostel facility available for girls
 Admission will close on 25/5/18
 50% Concession in admission fees for MGMHSS students to purse in B.A for  first two 

semesters
 Late K.V.Ponnan Meritorious Scholarship for Semester toppers.

DP-406

OKING HOSPITAL 
KOHIMA

NEUROLOGY CAMP
On  22th & 23th  May 2018

• Patients who are suffering from Headache, 
epilepsy, stroke, sleeping problems, neck 
pain, back pain, neuropathy difficulty 
in walking, shaking hands & legs, to & 
fro nodding of head, frequent falling on 
ground, slow monotonous voice, difficulty 
in memorizing can consult Dr. A. R. Baruah, 
Neurologist from GNRC Guwahati.

For appointment contact- 0370-2290080/2290146K-1691

K-1692

FELICITATION
The Angami Students’ Union convey our heartiest congratulations to 
all the successful candidates of HSLC and HSSLC examination 2018 
conducted by NBSE. We wish them the very best in their future endeavor.

The union is immensely glad to further extend its joy and 
acknowledgement to the following members in particular for their 
outstanding performances.

HSLC
1.  VIVOTSONUO SORHIE - Mezhür Hr.Sec School Kohima (Top-1)
2. NEINGUSANUO KIRE - Northfield Hr.Sec School Kohima (Top-8)
3. NONGOTO LCHO - Coraggio School Kohima (Top-9)
4. PURINO NEIKHA - Mezhür Hr.Sec School Kohima (Top-15)
5. VIMENO NAKHRO - Mezhür Hr.Sec School Kohima (Top-15)
6. NOUNE-Ü ZOE YASHÜ - Mezhür Hr.Sec School Kohima (Top-20)

HSSLC (ARTS STREAM)
1. VIKEDONO SEYIE - Rüzhükhrie Govt.Hr.Sec School Kohima (Top-3)
2. MHASILENUO MECHÜLHO - Mezhür Hr.Sec School Kohima (Top-4)
3. VISAKHONUO KULNU - Mezhür Hr.Sec School Kohima (Top-4)
4. KENEITUONUO SEMOU - Mezhür Hr.Sec School Kohima (Top-5)

HSSLC (SCIENCE STREAM)
1. VIRIENUO EMILIA SOLO - Kohima Science College, Jotsoma (Top-1)

 Sd- Sd- 
 (VITSIKOLIE KEHIE) (VISAKO RINO)
 Secretary Education President
 Angami Students’ Union Angami Students’ Union

K-
16

96

K-1699

D
-5

43
1

BAPTIST HIGH
MISSION COMPOUND KOHIMA

(A fully fledged Science Higher secondary school affiliated to NBSE)

PRINCIPAL

ADMISSIONS TO CLASS 11 FOR 2018-19 SESSION

PROSPECTUS AND ADMISSION FORMS ARE 
AVAILABLE IN THE SCHOOL OFFICE FROM 9.30 

AM TO 2PM ON ALL WORKING DAYS.

DIRECT ADMISSION TO THOSE SECURING 50% 
IN MATHEMATICS AND 50% IN SCIENCE IN HSLC 

EXAMINATION 2018.

K-1693

PRINCIPAL

A D M I S S I O N   N O T I C E
Issue of Prospectus and Admission Form to B.A & B.Com 1st Semester 
from 21st  May (10:00 AM to 2:00 PM) for both Kohima Campus and 
Sechü Campus on first come first basis.
A. KOHIMA CAMPUS:
1) B.A Honours in English, History, Political Science and Sociology.
2) B.Com Honours in Accountancy.
B. SECHÜ CAMPUS (SECHÜ ZUBZA)
1) B.A Honours in English, History, Political Science and Sociology.
2) Separate Hostels for Boys and Girls.

K-1694

B A P T I S T C O L L E G E
MISSION COMPOUND

Phone No. (0370) 224989
KOHIMA-797001, NAGALAND

E-mail : bap    college@gmail.com

LOST NOTICE
I, Ms. NUTALU PURO 

am applying for B.A. 4th 
Semester as I have lost it.

Name: NUTALU PURO
F/Name: PHUKHUYO 

PURO
D.O.B: 24-07-1995

Roll. No: AG13100061
Regd. No: 1310006150 

(2013)
College: Modern College, 

Kohima
Contact: 9089884660

K-1698

Regd No.19/2018 Date: 19.05.2018DECLARATION

IN THE COURT OF
CHIEF JUDICIAL MAGISTRATE/NOTARY PUBLIC

DIMAPUR :: NAGALAND

I, Smti Amenla Bendang @ Mendi Jamir, wife of Shri. Khrielie Alem, resident of Agri. 
Colony, below Stella Hr. Sec School, Kohima: Nagaland do hereby solemnly affirm and 
declare that:- 
1. That I state and declare that I am a bonafide Indian citizen by birth residing at the above 

mentioned address. 
 This is true to my knowledge. 
2. That I state and declare that my name is appeared/used sometimes as Smti Amenla 

Bendang and also as Mendi Jamir in all through my documents. 
 This is true to my knowledge. 
3. That I state and declare that from this day on forth I will use/write my name as Smti. 

Amenla Bendang in all through my documents. 
4. That the declarations made above are true to the best of my knowledge and belief and I 

signed this affidavit on this 19th day of May, 2018. 
(Smti Amenla Bendang)

DeponentImtiwapang
Notary Public D-5433

Regd No.18/2018 Date: 19.05.2018DECLARATION

IN THE COURT OF
CHIEF JUDICIAL MAGISTRATE/NOTARY PUBLIC

DIMAPUR :: NAGALAND

I, Miss Peteneino K Alem, daughter of Shri. Khrielie Alem, resident of Agri. Colony, below 
Stella Hr. Sec School, Kohima: Nagaland do hereby solemnly affirm and declare that:- 
1. That I state and declare that I am a bonafide Indian citizen by birth residing at the above 

mentioned address. 
This is true to my knowledge. 
2. That I state and declare that my name is appeared/used sometimes as Miss Peteneino K 

Alem and also as Miss Petenino P Alem in all through my documents. 
This is true to my knowledge. 
3. That I state and declare that from this day on forth I will use/write my name as Miss 

Peteneino K Alem in all through my documents and not otherwise. 
4. That the declarations made above are true to the best of my knowledge and belief and I 

signed this affidavit on this 19th day of May, 2018. 
(Miss Peteneino K Alem)

DeponentImtiwapang
Notary Public D-5434

D-5432

AFFIDAVIT
I, Shri. Medonguzo Angami, S/o. Late Rajuto Angami, R/o. Burma Camp, Dist- Dimapur, Nagaland 
do hereby solemnly affirm and declare on oath as under:- 
1. That, I am a bonafide citizen of India by birth. 
2. That, the correct official name of my late father and mother is "Rajuto Angami" and "Nilhoubino" 

respectively. 
3. That, however the name of my late father and mother is inadvertently entered and recorded as 

"Raju Angami" and “Neilasene” in my academic records and other official documents. 
4. That, "Rajuto Angami" and "Raju Angami" is the name of one and the same person, i.e, the name 

of my late father only and "Nilhoubino" and "Neilaseno" is also the name of one and the same 
person, i.e, the name of my mother only.

5. That, I am swearing this affidavit to declare the correct official name of my late father and mother 
as "Rajuto Angami" and "Nilhoubino" respectively and I shall use the same in all my future 
correspondence and records and further to rectify the same in my relevant official documents and 
academic records. 

6. That, the statement made in the above paras (1) to (5) are true and correct to the best of my 
knowledge and belief and nothing material has been concealed therein. 

And I have signed this affidavit on this 03rd day of May ‘2018 at Dimapur, Nagaland. 

DEPONENT
Sworn and declared before me 
RAJ K. SINGH 
Notary Public
Govt. of Nagaland

Regd No. 666/2018 Date: 03.05.2018
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Nifty ends below 
10,600-mark; 
down 86 point
Mumbai, May 19 (PTI): 
Extending losses for the 
fourth straight session, 
the NSE Nifty dropped 
86 points to end at 10,596 
due to persistent selling in 
some key sectors. 

A mild selling was 
seen in sectors like metal, 
pharma, infra, banking 
and auto. Higher crude oil 
prices and concerns over 
fiscal health mainly dent-
ed investors’ sentiment. 
Besides, uncertainty over 
the Karnataka govern-
ment formation added to 
the woes.

Lack of progress in 
US-China trade tariff talks 
and weaker rupee, which 
breached the 68-level 
against the US dollar, also 
weighed on the traders’ 
sentiments.

The 50-share NSE 
Nifty closed at 10,596.40, 
down 86.30 points, or 0.81 
per cent, its lowest since 
April 25, 2018. The index 
hit a high of 10,674.95 and 
a low of 10,589.10 intra-
day.

It saw a change of 
85.85 points during the 
intra-day movement.

On the sectoral front, 
metal dropped by 2.41 per 
cent, followed by pharma 
2.27 per cent, infra 2.08 
per cent, PSU banks 1.85 
per cent, auto 1.72 per 

cent, realty 1.50 per cent, 
media 1.35 per cent, en-
ergy 1.16 per cent, pri-
vate banks 0.65 per cent, 
banks 0.76 per cent and 
IT 0.34 per cent.

On the other hand, 
FMCG rose by 1.25 per 
cent. Major index gainers 
were Bajaj Finance, Bajaj 
Finserv, Tech Mahindra, 
Hindustan Unilever, Ko-
tak Bank, IndusInd Bank 
and ITC.

Among the losers 
were: Cipla, Wipro, ICICI 
bank, Indiabulls Housing 
Finance, Tata Motors, Tata 
Steel and Larsen.

The market breadth 
turned positive. A total 
of 467 scrips advanced, 
1,335 declined and 69 re-
mained unchanged.
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PATH
My friend Carrie’s five-year-old daughter, Maija, has an interesting approach to playtime. She 

loves mixing together dolls from different playsets to come up with a new community. In the 
world of her imagination, everything belongs together. These are her people. She believes 

they are happiest when they’re together, despite being different sizes and shapes.
Her creativity reminds me of God’s purpose for the church. On the day of Pentecost, Luke tells 

us, “Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven” (Acts 
2:5). Though these people were from different cultures and spoke different languages, the Holy 
Spirit’s arrival made them a new community: the church. From then on, they would be considered 
one body, unified by the death and resurrection of Jesus.

The leaders of this new body were a group of men Jesus brought together during His time on 
earth—His disciples. If Jesus hadn’t united them, more than likely they would never have come 
together. And now more people—“about three thousand” (2:41)—had become Christ-followers. 
Thanks to the Holy Spirit, this once divided group “had everything in common” (v. 44). They were 
willing to share what they had with each other.

The Holy Spirit continues to bridge the gaps between people groups. We might not always get 
along, nor readily understand one another. But as believers in Christ, we belong together.

Jesus, thank You for dying for us and uniting us as one people in the church.

A New Community
BIBLE READ:  ACTS 2:1–12, 42–47
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
All the believers were together and had 

everything in common.  
~   Acts 2:44

The Holy Spirit turns “us” and “them” into “we.” 

Four Signs You May Be Addicted to Busyness

Modi's Burden Has Become Heavier After Karnataka Setback

NDPP Breaks Silence, Finally

T
he year I lived just outside 
of Washington D.C. was 
one of the most stressful 
periods of my life. In large 

part it was due to the culture of 
the area—everyone was busy, all of 
the time. Seeing anyone outside of 
work required several weeks’ no-
tice; no one had time for anything 
that wasn’t already on their cal-
endar. I felt a lot of pressure to do 
as everyone else did and pack my 
week with activities. Doing so left 
little time for the relationships that 
mattered most to me—particularly 
my relationship with God.

Thankfully, I’ve since moved 
and settled into a slower pace of 
life. But the habit of busyness that 
I picked up still lingers, and every 
once and awhile I’m forced to do a 
reality check and ask—am I over-
committing again?

Brady Boyd, senior pastor 
of New Life Church in Colorado 

Springs, just wrote a fantastic piece 
called Signs You May be Addicted 
to Busyness, offering some great 
insights into what drives us to be 
busy. In it, he bravely shares the 
tipping point for his addiction to 
being busy—the afternoon his wife 
packed her bags, ready to leave him 
unless he changed. 24 hours later 
he had resigned from every role he 
held—a drastic step that helped 
him see just how deeply his addic-
tion to busyness ran.

Since that day, Boyd has thought 
a lot about some of the warning 
signs of being too busy. Here are 4 
red flags he found are often preva-
lent with those who lean toward be-
ing over-scheduled.

1. You feel like you’re in your glo-
ry when you’re busiest. “I like how 
success feels,” Boyd writes. “I don’t 
want to unplug.” If you fear any 
whitespace on your calendar, your 
priorities may need refocused.

2. You’re more fascinated with 

gadgets than with God. Ever leave 
your phone at home and feel like a 
part of your body has been discon-
nected? Or sit down to read your 
Bible and pray, but can’t seem to 
focus because your phone is ding-
ing and your computer keeps alert-

ing you to another email in your 
inbox? Huge red flag! Satan would 
love nothing more than for you to 
be so consumed with technology 
that you find time with God dull in 
comparison.

3. Your favorite compliment 
has become, “Wow, you’re so busy.” 
Boyd writes, “I have a theory on 
this, which is that busyness is our 
means to impress. If I’m busy, then 
I’m important, and if I’m important, 
then you’ll be impressed. That’s the 
reason I spend so much time be-
ing busy: to impress you, so per-
haps I’ll feel like I matter.” Everyone 
wants to be needed and feel useful, 
but when it becomes your identity, 
that’s a problem.

4. You don’t have time for the 
ones you love. This may be the worst 
sign of all, Boyd writes. Don’t let it 
get to bags packed at the door—if 
you’re struggling with busyness, 
start taking steps to slow down and 
find rest today.

“God is not merely a peace-
ful person; God, in fact, is peace,” 
Boyd says. “When you and I sit in 
God’s presence, we’re sitting in the 
presence of peace. And when we 
sit there—actually stay there, quiet, 

still—we come away breathing dif-
ferently.” If we’re to be more con-
formed to God’s image, that means 
desiring to live out the values and 
priorities that God embraces, in-
cluding rest.

If you’re looking for a few help-
ful ways to find rest, particularly 
if you’re in the midst of back-to-
school activities and other com-
mitments that fall can bring, check 
out Bonnie Gray’s post, Beat Back-
to-School Stress with These 9 Tips 
for Rest. She shares some fantastic, 
practical ideas for carving out time 
in your schedule for God and fam-
ily.

As Christians, our identity hing-
es not on what we do but on what 
Christ has done for us. Check your 
heart—are you finding your worth 
in a busy calendar and people de-
pending on you? It may be time to 
reevaluate why you’re so busy. Ask 
God to help you move away from 
glorying in your busyness and in-
stead toward glorying in His rest.

T
he hopes of the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) adding Karnataka to the 
list of 19 states where it is in power 
has been dashed although it came 

close to fulfilling it. However, the eight seats 
which the BJP needed to cross the finishing 
line in the legislature eluded the party.

In hindsight, it might have been better 
for the BJP if it had conceded defeat when 
it saw that it had fallen short of the target 
of 112 in the 224-member House. Instead, 
by opting for a floor test, it provoked all the 
avoidable controversies about horse-trad-
ing which have haunted the Indian politi-
cal scene ever since the Aya Ram-Gaya Ram 
days of defections in the late 1960s.

The Governor, too, did his office no 
service by swearing-in B.S. Yeddyurappa 
as the Chief Minister when the Janata Dal 
(Secular)-Congress combine was pressing 
its claim, and allowing him a fortnight's 
time to prove his majority. It was inevitable 

that the inordinately long period would be 
seen as some kind of a helping hand to the 
Chief Minister by not only the BJP's oppo-
nents but also a fair number of observers.

The belief that 15 days was too long a pe-
riod was confirmed by the Supreme Court's 
drastic reduction of the time needed by 
Yeddyurappa to two days. At a time when 
the legislators have to be carted around 
from one town to another and holed up in 
luxury resorts to stop any of them from be-
ing lured away by the powers-that-be, it is 
necessary to give an aspiring Chief Minister 
as little leeway as possible.

In the end, the Supreme Court's di-
rective apparently proved crucial, for the 
BJP chose not to wait have its legislative 
strength tested on the floor of the House. 

What is worrying for the BJP is that 
the setback in Karnataka has shown that, 
for once, the extra effort put in by Naren-
dra Modi by raising the number of his ral-
lies in the state from 15 to 21 did not pay 
dividends. It can even be argued that if the 

Prime Minister had stuck to his original 
plan to address 15 public meetings, the BJP 
might have fared worse.

Since Modi remains not only the party's 
star campaigner but also the only one who 
can make the difference between victory 
and defeat, any hint that he can no longer 
easily enable the party to cross the winning 
line cannot but be of concern when the BJP 
faces three more crucial assembly elections 
in a few months' time in Rajasthan, Madhya 
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh. Clearly, the bur-
den which he already carries as the spear-
head of the BJP's campaign will become 
heavier after the outcome in Karnataka.

As it is, the BJP's tally of 104 fell short of 
the 110 it won in 2008 with a vote share of 
33.8 per cent. Moreover, its percentage this 
time of 36.2 is well below the 43.4 per cent 
it received in 2014 when Modi was at the 
height of his popularity. There is little doubt 
that the Modi magic is not as effective as it 
once was.

As for the state itself, the early ringing 

down of the curtains on what was expected 
to be riveting drama on Saturday afternoon 
can hardly be seen as a welcome develop-
ment (except for the hardened opponents 
of the BJP) because the prospect of a hodge-
podge alliance between the Janata Dal-Sec-
ular and the Congress is not a pleasant one.

For a start, no one knows how long it will 
last since it will take time for the two parties 
to forgive and forget their recent verbal du-
els including the Congress's jibe about the 
Janata Dal-Secular being the BJP's "B" team.

Now, as virtually the Janata Dal-Secu-
lar's "B" team in the government of H.D. 
Kumaraswamy, the Congress will have to 
shed some of its pretences as the Grand 
Old Party of Indian politics. Having already 
been reduced to such a secondary position 
in UP, Bihar, West Bengal and Tamil Nadu, 
the Congress would not like Karnataka to be 
added to the list, especially when it polled 
640,000 more votes than the BJP with a vote 
share of 38 per cent, up from 36.6 in 2013.

Even as the Janata Dal-Secular-Con-

gress tie-up has been hailed by Mamata 
Banerjee as being in line with her idea of 
a federal front, there will be many a slip 
between the cup and the lip before such a 
grouping materialises.

It goes without saying that the new rul-
ing group in Karnataka will provide the first 
test of the possibility of an anti-BJP glue 
holding two not-so-friendly parties to-
gether. The test will be all the more crucial 
since the Janata Dal-Secular was supposed 
to have had a tacit understanding with the 
BJP in constituencies such as Chamun-
deshwari, where the saffron party was said 
to have put up a weak candidate because 
the Janata Dal-Secular was expected to 
have the upper hand in a direct fight with 
the Congress. This was what led to Siddara-
maiah's defeat there. It remains to be seen 
if episodes such as these will be overlooked 
by the new allies.
(Amulya Ganguli is a political analyst. The 

views expressed are personal. He can be 
reached at amulyaganguli@gmail.com)

Communiqué
1. This communiqué is being issued 

in view of the misleading statements of                     
Mr. T. R. Zeliang and other opposition 
members, which appeared in sections of 
the local media. While the leader of opposi-
tion and his party may be wishfully hoping 
on instability, we would like to highlight the 
fact that the PDA Government is function-
ing smoothly under an environment of sta-
bility and mutual trust. Unlike the period 
under the NPF when stability was a worry 
every hour and every day despite having 
support of all 60 Members in the House, 
the PDA Government under Chief Minis-
ter Neiphiu Rio is absolutely stable and fo-
cused on good governance.

Leadership of Mr. Neiphiu Rio
2. On the leadership of Mr. Rio, it is perti-

nent to point out that it was the total failure 
of the erstwhile NPF led DAN Government 
after the departure of Mr. Neiphiu Rio that 
the situation necessitated the call for Mr. 
Rio to return to the State as per the desire of 
the people. Heeding the voice of the public, 
Mr. Rio decided to come back and headed 
the NDPP as its undisputed leader upon the 
request of the rank and file of the party.

Double standard politics
3. The NPF has suddenly become very 

critical of the BJP without recalling that it 
had been in alliance with the BJP for the last 
15 years. In fact, on June 28, 2017 during a 
party meeting at the NPF Central Office at 
Kohima, Dr. Shurhozelie proudly recalled 
the NPF’s association with the BJP as early 
as 1977, which was again renewed in 2003. 
Then on July 19, 2017, the NPF severed ties 
with the BJP. Thereafter the NPF made des-
perate attempts to restore the alliance with 
the BJP and after several flip-flops, the then 
Chief Minister Mr. T. R. Zeliang met nation-
al BJP President Mr. Amit Shah on January 
25, 2018 after the NPF CEC at an emergency 
meeting on January 23, 2018, resolved to re-
voke its decision to snap ties with the BJP 
and continue the alliance.

4. The BJP, having realized that the 
NDPP reflected the aspirations of the mass-
es and having understood that the NDPP 
enjoyed popular support announced its 
decision to have a pre-poll alliance with the 
NDPP at Guwahati on February 3rd, 2018 at 
by Mr. Kiren Rijiju, Minister of State (Home) 
in the presence of the then MP (Lok Sabha), 
Neiphiu Rio; state BJP president, Visasolie 
Lhoungu; Y. Patton (BJP leader and present 
Deputy CM) and other NDPP leaders. Hav-
ing failed to secure an alliance with the BJP, 
despite desperate attempts, the NPF Presi-
dent and his colleagues became critical of 
the BJP and started playing the communal 
card.

5. The NPF party president and the then 
Chief Minister exposed their differences 
at the launch of the NPF Kohima Division 
campaign on February 14, 2018 wherein the 
party president stated that an alliance with 
the BJP would spell doom for the Nagas 
whilst the then Chief Minister TR Zeliang 
spoke of an unbroken relation with the BJP!

6. The contradictory opinions and 
claims of the NPF leadership since last year 
proves that their present tirades against the 
BJP and the NDPP are purely political vin-
dictiveness since the BJP chose to ally with 
the NDPP and not the NPF although it was 
the ruling party at the time.  Once the BJP 
understood that the masses are with the 
NDPP and struck an alliance with the par-
ty and the Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
named Neiphiu Rio as the Chief Ministe-
rial candidate of the NDPP-BJP combine 
on February 22, 2018 at Tuensang, the NPF 
suddenly started criticizing the BJP as a 
communal, anti-Christian party. If the BJP 
was an anti-Christian and communal party, 
what was the erstwhile Cock party doing 
since 1977? The NPF’s tall claims of being 
the only regional party are unfounded, as 
they have always allied with one national 
party or the other. Apart from the BJP, the 
erstwhile NPC allied with the Congress to 
depose the then Chief Minister Mr. K. L. 
Chishi and set up an NPC-Congress Gov-
ernment with late Mr. Vamuzo as Chief 

Minister and Mr. I. K. Sema from the Con-
gress as the Deputy Chief Minister in the 
1990s. This partnership resulted in disqual-
ification of a number of MLAs at the insist-
ence of the party. History repeated itself in 
2014 when 3 BJP legislators, despite being 
in alliance with the NPF, were disqualified 
at the behest of the NPF party. With such 
history, the NPF has no moral right to criti-
cize neither the PDA Government nor the 
NDPP, and the NPF’s rhetoric is a clear sign 
of double-standard politics.

7. It is no secret that after the election 
campaign wherein the NPF went all guns 
blazing against the BJP by painting it in 
the most negative manner, the NPF again 
made all out attempts to partner with the 
BJP in its desperate attempt to form the 
Government. But true to its national image, 
the BJP not only strengthened the Alliance 
but also respected the mandate of the peo-
ple by sticking to its pre-poll stand.

PDA is the single largest entity
8. We would like to put to rest the false 

claim of Mr. T.R. Zeliang, on the issue of 
single largest party. The NDPP would like to 
highlight that the NDPP-BJP Alliance was a 
pre-poll alliance that had a seat sharing ar-
rangement as one single entity where the 
two parties did not contest against each 
other in any constituency. The NDPP-BJP 
alliance entered into a seat sharing arrange-
ment of 40:20, which was the first of its kind 
in Nagaland.

9. The NDPP-BJP prepoll Alliance 
won a combined number of 30 seats                        
(NDPP - 18 & BJP - 12) and securing a total 
of 4,08,056 votes (40.51%) out of 10,07,163 - 
the grand total of votes polled in the State, 
and clearly emerged as the single largest 
party. On the contrary, in the 26 seats that 
the NPF won, it garnered a total of 3,89,687 
votes, which is 38.69 % of grand total of 
votes polled (10,07,163). Later, after the 
elections, it is public knowledge that the 
JD(U) and the NPP which are natural allies 
with the BJP in the NDA Government at the 
Centre, along with the lone IND legislator 

also extended their support to the NDPP-
BJP combine thereby taking the total com-
bine of pre and post poll alliance partners 
to 34 in the House of 60.

10. T. R. Zeliang also made a statement 
saying that he would stake claim to form 
the government. The NDPP would like to 
highlight the Justice Sarkaria Commission 
Report on Centre-State Relations with em-
phasis on Chapter 4 – Role of Governor. In 
section 11 of Chapter 4 which deals with 
the Choice of the Chief Minister, it is clearly 
mentioned in Point No. 4 as under quote:

4.11.04: “If there is no such party, the Gov-
ernor should select a Chief Minister from 
among the following parties or group of 
parties by sounding them, in turn, in the or-
der of preference indicated below:

1. An alliance of parties that was formed 
prior to the Elections.

2. The largest single party staking a claim 
to form the government with the support of 
others, including “independents.”

3. A post-electoral coalition of parties, 
with all the partners in the coalition joining 
the Government.

4. A post-electoral alliance of parties, 
with some of the parties in the alliance 
forming a Government and the remaining 
parties, including “independents” support-
ing the Government from outside.

4.11.05: The Governor, while going through 
the process of selection described above, 
should select a leader who, in his (Gover-
nor’s) judgement, is most likely to com-
mand a majority in the Assembly. The Gov-
ernor's subjective judgement will play an 
important role.

4.11.06: A Chief Minister, unless he is the 
leader of a party which has absolute ma-
jority in the Assembly, should seek a vote 
of confidence in the Assembly within 30 
days of taking over. This practice should be 
strictly adhered to with the sanctity of a rule 
of law.

11. These conventions are self-explana-
tory and due process has been followed in 
installation of the PDA Government. There-

fore, it is absolutely clear that the NDPP-BJP 
pre-poll Alliance was the single largest en-
tity and selected in order of preference (as 
per 4.11.04 sub point 1). The numbers has 
proved majority with victory in 34 seats and 
it is further proved in the vote share. Finally 
it was proven in the temple of democracy, 
on the floor of the Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly on March 13, 2018 where Chief 
Minister Neiphiu Rio proved his majority by 
securing 33 votes against the 26 votes of the 
NPF. What more is there to prove?

Anti-VIP Culture
12. After coming to power, the PDA Gov-

ernment took several initiatives to do away 
with VIP Culture by ordering the removal 
of name-plates and putting an end to chief 
guest system. Whereas, during the NPF’s 
time, numerous party functionaries includ-
ing its working presidents and secretary 
general were given cabinet status in various 
government positions. Also the DAN Chair-
man and Vice-Chairman were accorded 
highest statuses along with Government fa-
cilities, government staff, escorts and pilots 
and thereby putting a massive strain and 
burden on the state exchequer. The mem-
bers of the PDA have only been accorded 
status but no Government privileges, un-
like the NPF’s functionaries. Our initiatives 
against VIP culture has been well received 
by the people and will continue in the inter-
est of the people of Nagaland.

13. Former Chief Minister TR Zeliang is 
supposed to be a responsible leader and he 
should know that the NDPP is a registered, 
recognized political party having strong re-
gional ideology and identity with the peo-
ple being the real stakeholders and the true 
high command of the party. Although it is 
a young party, it is carrying out its activities 
in true regional spirit. We will never under-
mine the public with lies and propaganda. 
The NDPP will continue to work tirelessly 
in line with its motto Facta non Verba or 
‘Deeds, not words’.

(Issued by the NDPP Media & 
Communications Committee)



Across vast cultural divides people 
can understand one another 
through gesture. Does that make it 
a universal language?

In the spring of 1528, the Spanish explor-
er Álvar Núñez Cabeza de Vaca made 
landfall on what is now the gulf coast of  
Florida. Over the next eight years, as he 

and a small party traversed thousands of miles, 
they found themselves in a new-world Babel, 
moving from ‘one strange tongue to another’. 
In their many encounters with native peoples, 
their own tongue, Spanish, proved of little use. 
But their hands served them well. ‘You would 
have thought, from the questions and answers in 
signs,’ de Vaca later recounted, ‘that they spoke 
our language and we theirs.’

De Vaca is not the first or last explorer to 
claim successful communication with indig-
enous peoples through gesture. Similar reports 
abound. Over and over – on Easter Island and 
Tasmania, on the shores of Canada and Patago-
nia – European interlopers and native peoples 
used pointing and pantomimes to bridge cultur-
al chasms. Sometimes, the messages conveyed 
were surprisingly sophisticated. If  you stay un-
til morning, we will feed you. In that direction, 
there are goats and pigs of all sizes. The people 
in that direction eat human flesh. 

The parties in these exchanges could not have 
known it at the time, but they were following the 
advice of Joseph Marie Degérando, a French 
philosopher with an anthropological bent. In 
1800, he wrote a treatise offering practical advice 
for would-be explorers and ‘philosophical travel-
lers’. To first establish communication with the 
native peoples of unfamiliar lands (‘savages’ in 
the cringe-inducing term of his day), he recom-
mended going back to ‘the signs which are closest 
to nature’. Go back to gestures, in other words – 
the ‘language of action’.

Degérando’s proposals swam with the tide 
of much of Western thinking. The notion that 
gesture is a natural mode of expression – one 
that transcends the contrivances of culture – is 
a very old one. In 95 CE, the Roman rhetori-
cian Quintilian wrote that ‘though the peoples 
and nations of the earth speak a multitude of  
tongues, they share in common the universal 
language of the hands’. For many centuries af-
ter Quintilian, the idea of gesture as a universal 
language retained its lustre. It emerged in differ-
ent guises: some would invoke it in speculating 
about the evolutionary origins of language, oth-
ers in advancing proposals for a gesture-based 
lingua franca. The notion might have found its 
most eloquent – or at least enthusiastic – cham-
pion in the English physician John Bulwer. In a 
1644 treatise, Bulwer described gestures of the 
hands as ‘the only speech which is natural to 
man’, one that ‘men in all regions of the hab-
itable world do at first sight most easily under-
stand’. Gesture, he continued, ‘had the happi-
ness to escape the confusion at Babel’.

Amid all this inflated rhetoric, one kind of  
support for the universality of gesture was con-
spicuously absent: careful observations about 
how people around the world actually use their 
hands and bodies to communicate. When Quin-
tilian, Bulwer, Degérando and other Europeans 
were impressed by the universality of gesture, 
they were mostly impressed by the strength of  
their own intuitions. They had not actually been 
to ‘all regions of the habitable world’. They had 
no photographs, videos or other visual docu-
ments to consult. (Degérando did request that 
his readers bring back drawings.)

Systematic gathering of data about bod-
ily communication would not begin in earnest 
until the mid-19th century. In putting together 
The Expression of the Emotions in Man and 
Animals (1872), Charles Darwin prevailed upon 
far-flung correspondents in Malaysia, Australia, 
South America and elsewhere to report details 
about how indigenous people used their face, 
head and hands in communication. Pioneer-
ing as this method was, epistolary observations 
about whether people shake their heads or shrug 
their shoulders at various colonial outposts fall 
short of modern scientific standards. They 
amount to what is sometimes called ‘anecdata’.

In the past 50 years, however, much has 
changed. Technical limitations have evaporated. 
Video-recording technologies are now cheap, 
portable and easy to use; video files can be read-
ily stored, swapped and posted online in massive 
databases. Anthropologists, linguists and other 
researchers have fanned out to every niche of  
the globe, documenting communication in hun-
dreds of the world’s cultures. These efforts have 
generated a wealth of observations, which we 
can rifle through, collate and try to make sense 
of. For the first time in history, perhaps, we are 
actually in a position to evaluate the ancient idea 
that gesture is universal. How does it hold up?

Before building up to an answer, some pre-
liminary points are in order. A first is that the act 

of gesturing is certainly universal, as far as we 
know. In every group yet studied, the hands at 
least occasionally stir and take flight as people 
talk. We are certainly capable of communicat-
ing without these aerialist accompaniments, but 
our hands tend toward motion. A second pre-
liminary point is that evidently not all gestures 
are universal. Most, perhaps all, human com-
munities harbour a storehouse of hand gestures 
with fixed meanings, which are often called 
‘emblems’. Examples of emblems in the Eng-
lish-speaking world include the shhh gesture (an 
index finger held vertical across the mouth), the 
peace sign (an outward-facing V made with the 
index and middle fingers), and the thumbs up. 
Notoriously, such gestures can lead to confusion 
or worse. Another emblem, the okay gesture, 
made by forming a ring with the thumb and 
index finger, is perfectly benign in the US but a 
provocation elsewhere.

Emblems might be what many think of  
when they first think of gestures, but in the Unit-
ed States and perhaps most other places they are 
only rarely put to use. (Try to recall the last time 
you shhh-ed someone, or gave a thumbs up.) 
What people produce much more often are ges-
tures for ‘yes’ and ‘no’; points to people, places 
and things; gestures that sketch objects, actions 
and represent abstract ideas through visual 
metaphors. These are the real workhorses of  
gestural expression. And, as it turns out, a case 
can be made that these workhorses are broadly 
similar the world over.

All human communities, as far as we know, 
have gestural means of expressing ‘no’ and 
‘yes’. Across the English-speaking world and 
many parts of Europe, this is done by shaking 
the head from side to side for ‘no’, and nodding 
the head up and down for ‘yes’. This ‘shake-no, 
nod-yes’ pattern is in fact extremely widespread 
beyond Europe – Darwin’s correspondents re-
ported it in Ceylon, Guinea, China and beyond, 
and many researchers since have commented on 
it in passing. Such wide diffusion suggests that 
the pattern has been independently innovated 
in different communities and is not merely an 
arbitrary pact.

Yupno speakers pout the lips to negate and 
make an upward flash of  the  

eyebrows to affirm
But nor is the pattern biologically fixed. At 

least two other systems are found. One – seen 
in Greece, parts of Italy, and elsewhere in the 
Mediterranean – involves a backward jerk of the 
head for ‘no’ rather than a shake. A third, more 
boggling pattern is found in Bulgaria: an up-
and-down head movement is used for ‘no’ and 
a side-to-side movement for ‘yes’. This is some-
times described as a simple reversal of our own 
pattern, though there may also be subtle aspects 
of how these movements are done that set them 
apart from our familiar nods and shakes.

How is it that these gestures are identical 
in so many places and yet reversed in others? 
The answer seems to lie in the earliest roots of  
these signals in infancy. As Darwin observed, 
the familiar headshake for ‘no’ could stem from 
the act of turning the head to the side to refuse 
food. This turning-away then might get styl-
ised, becoming the repetitive headshake that 
we recognise today. The nod might then de-
velop to form a contrast with the shake – oppo-
site motions for opposite meanings. A similar 
explanation works for the two other systems. A 
backward jerk, after all, is another way of bodi-
ly rejecting a food source. This backward action 
can then be stylised in different ways: the Greek 
pattern exaggerates the single movement; the 
Bulgarian pattern adds repetition. Then, in se-
lecting the contrasting signal, the Greeks opt 
for a forward nod, while Bulgarians go with a 
side-to-side shake.

Many cultures also have back-up bodily 
signals for ‘yes’ and ‘no’. English speakers, for 
instance, will sometimes negate with a side-to-
side waggle of the index finger (perhaps a man-
ual imitation of the head shake), or a swipe of  
both hands across the body. In the Yupno, an 
indigenous group in the interior of Papua New 
Guinea where I have done fieldwork, the head-
shake and head nod are used as primary signals 
for ‘no’ and ‘yes’, but Yupno speakers also pout 
the lips to negate and make an upward flash of  
the eyebrows to affirm.

Zooming out to take stock of these observa-
tions, we find a remarkable regularity: not only 
do all cultures have gestural signals for ‘yes’ and 
‘no’, all cultures produce their primary versions 
of these signals with movements of the head. 
(There are a few reports from the 19th century 
of cultures that use manual gestures for affirma-
tion and negation, but these authors might have 
been describing secondary versions.) Yet, upon 
zooming in on the particulars, we also find cul-
ture-specific wrinkles. This proves to be a recur-
ring theme across many gestural phenomena.

Another gestural workhorse is pointing. All 
humans point – that is, use their bodies to ori-
ent another’s attention to some region of space. 
Accounts of first contacts are positively rife with 
pointing – pointing to the mouth to mean food 

or water, to nearby villages, to the sun to indi-
cate time. (In his treatise, Degérando advocated 
pointing as the type of gesture ‘whose effect is 
most sure’.) What is more, it seems that people 
in all cultures make use of the index finger for 
pointing. This form of indicating usually emerg-
es early in children, before they have said their 
first word. One study found that infants from 
six cultures – spanning Western, industrialised 
communities and small-scale, indigenous ones 
– all favoured pointing with the forefinger over 
other forms.

But when we zoom in, we find that point-
ing is far from a monolithic behaviour. In some 
places, it is taboo to point with the left hand; else-
where it is a no-no to point to rainbows. Among 
the Arrernte of Indigenous Australia, you would 
encounter index-finger pointing, but also point-
ing with other handshapes that are used for dis-
tinct purposes. The ‘horned’ hand, for instance, 
is used for pointing out a general direction of  
travel, but not for pointing to people.

Everyone points, and nowhere do people favour 
pointing with their elbow  

or ‘index toe’
Other attested ways of pointing might strike 

Western eyes as exotic, but are hardly uncom-
mon in a global perspective. Notably, indigenous 
cultures the world over have conventions for 
pointing with the face. One method is to protrude 
the lips while you look toward some target of in-
terest. Another is to scrunch the nose. These are 
not just colourful rarities. My collaborators and I 
recently showed, for instance, that Yupno speak-
ers are just as likely to point with a scrunched 
nose as they are to point with the hand.

Another way of pointing that would con-
found Westerners involves pointing to the sky. 
This is used to refer to particular times of day. 
You simply point to a location on the Sun’s 
east-west arc to communicate a particular time 
(straight above would be noon), or sweep over 
part of that arc with your hand to convey a 
longer time interval. ‘Celestial pointing’, as this 
is called, has been examined in detail in the 
Amazon and Bali, and appears to have been 
quite common once – perhaps especially so in 
the tropics, where the Sun’s arc is more stable 
throughout the year.

When we look at pointing across cultures, 
we thus find a phenomenon that is kaleido-
scopic and yet constrained. We see broad pat-
terns and, at a more zoomed-in level, curious 
particulars. Everyone points, and nowhere as 
far as we know do people favour pointing with 
their elbow or ‘index toe’; but cultures have also 
found ways to give this basic communicative 
tool a distinctive twist.

Beyond shaking, nodding and pointing, an-
other major class of gestures are those that de-
pict. That is, people use their hands to imitate 
actions such as pulling or pinching, to show 
the shape and size of animals, crops or objects, 
and to illustrate configurations or movements 
in space. When the indigenous peoples of New 
Britain, an island off the coast of New Guinea, 
wanted to convey that they had pigs and goats 
of various sizes, they imitated animals sounds 
and then showed their hands at various heights 
above the ground.

Depicting as a gestural technique appears 
to be used everywhere. But, again, it is not hard 
to identify diversity in the specifics of how this 
technique is used. Consider gestures for size. In 
some places, how you show the height of some-
thing depends on what kind of thing you’re 
talking about. In many parts of Mesoamerica, 
your palm faces to the side when showing the 
height of an animal, faces down when showing 
the height of a thing, and faces up when refer-
ring to the height of a corn plant. An outside 
observer would catch the gist of these gestures, 
but would also miss some subtleties.

Another subtle cultural difference is found 
when people reconstruct spatial relationships 
in their gestures. Say you see something unex-
pected – a hawk whooshes toward you, with a 
freshly plucked squirrel dangling from its beak. 
Later, when you tell the story, you would want 
to show this whooshing in gestures. As an Eng-
lish speaker, you would most likely show how 
it happened relative to your own body – that is, 
that the hawk flew toward you. But speakers of  
other languages, such as the Australian Indig-
enous language Guugu Yimitthirr, might not. 
Instead, they would likely convey the original 
cardinal orientation of the event. If  the hawk 
flew at you from the south, the speaker would 
gesture it flying from south. Thus, depending 
on which way the re-teller is facing, the ges-
tured hawk might whoosh in from the left, 
from behind, or from any other direction.

We are creatures of  culture – we are 
indefatigable innovators, and we like to copy 

what those around us are doing
The final workhorse of gesture is also the 

most abstract: the metaphors that people create 
with their hands. Many of the metaphors hu-
mans seem to favour are based on spatial images, 
and so they lend themselves well to the imagistic 

medium 
of ges-
ture. The 
best-studied 
example of ges-
tural metaphors are 
those used to rep-
resent time. People 
all over the world 
think of time as having concrete 
spatial properties. And they ges-
ture accordingly, as though events had a cer-
tain ‘length’ or were located in different places. 
English speakers, for example, often imagine 
sequences either as a line stretching across their 
bodies – with past events to the left and future 
ones to the right – or as a path they are walk-
ing on – with past events behind them and fu-
ture ones ahead. These particular metaphorical 
models, however, are not universal. Speakers of  
Aymara in the Andes point to a future that is 
not ahead but behind them. Mandarin speakers 
locate next week below last week. When Yupno 
speakers gesture about time, as my collabora-
tors and I have documented, they locate the past 
downhill and the future uphill, no matter which 
way they are facing.

A complete account of gestural universals 
and diversity would have to consider a number 
of other phenomena, too – how people use 
their hands and bodies to greet each other, to 
represent numbers, to ask questions, to beckon 
or dismiss, and to negotiate the conversational 
floor. Certainly, there is still a lot of work to be 
done to further document such behaviours. But 
a reasonable guess is that the punchline would 
be the same: gestures around the world exhibit 
constrained diversity. This, after all, is the pri-
mary moral that can be extracted from the best-
studied workhorses of gestural communication. 
On the one hand, several general methods of  
gesturing – signalling ‘yes’ and ‘no’, pointing, 
depicting, conjuring metaphors in the air – ap-
pear to be universally used and in constrained 
ways. On the other, when we dig into the details 
of precisely how such methods are deployed, we 
find unexpected texture.

This recurring pattern of constrained di-
versity should perhaps be unsurprising. People 
everywhere have the same bodily equipment to 
work with – our hands, arms and heads are basi-
cally the same, and they flex, bend and rotate 
in the same basic ways. We also have the same 
kinds of minds, which means we tend to notice 
and care about the same sorts of things. And we 
all have to solve similar communication prob-
lems – problems such as orienting attention, 
correcting misunderstandings, and posing ques-
tions. But we are also creatures of culture – we 
are indefatigable innovators, and we like to copy 
what those around us are doing. As a result, in-
novations spread. This basic tension is genera-
tive. It gives rise to the constrained diversity we 
see not only in our gestures but also in a wide 
range of other human behaviours.

Strictly speaking then, gestures are not uni-
versal ‘across all regions of the habitable’ world 
– though they are much more so than some have 
claimed. (The documentary A World of Ges-
tures (1991) informs viewers that gestures ‘vary in 
infinite ways’.) And, to be fair, this is only one of  
the guises that the notion of gesture as a univer-
sal language has taken. Another is the idea that, 
when people who don’t share a spoken language 
need to communicate, they are better off using 
their hands than their voices. This was the idea 
behind Degérando’s advice, and recent research 
weighs in on whether this advice was any good.

In one study, researchers had people try to 
communicate a range of concepts – having to 
do with feelings (eg, hunger), actions (eg, flee-
ing), and objects (eg, fruit) – to a partner without 
using any conventional language. The set-up 
is basically like charades but more controlled. 
Depending on which version of the task par-
ticipants were assigned to, they had to commu-
nicate using only gestures, only vocalisations, 
or a combination of the two. The results were 
unequivocal. Those who played the gesture-on-

ly version 
communi-

cated much 
more effec-

tively than those 
who played the 

vocalisation-only 
version. And being al-

lowed to use vocalisations 
in addition to gestures did 

not really help. As the au-
thors write, when you need to 

create a communication system from scratch, 
‘gesture beats vocalisation hands down’.

What explains this gestural advantage? The 
answer lies in the kinds of signals that humans 
can create, and in how easily such signals can 
be created in different expressive mediums. 
When people want to refer to something, they 
have three basic options. They can point to the 
referent directly (or to something related to it). 
They can try to show what it looks like. Or they 
can just use an agreed-upon convention – a pact 
that when I form my hand like this or utter this 
particular sequence of sounds, you know what 
I mean. Of course, if  you are a 16th-century 
explorer making first contact in the New World 
– or an English speaker in the charades experi-
ment just described – agreed-upon conventions 
are off the table. So you are left with pointing 
and depicting. These two strategies are relative-
ly easy to execute with your hands, but much 
less so with your voice.

Sign languages have diverged, much as spoken 
languages have

Visual-bodily communication is thus more 
direct and transparent than vocal-auditory 
communication – or at least it has the poten-
tial to be. But this does not mean that all com-
munication in this medium is fully transparent. 
This brings us to a final guise that the ‘gesture 
as a universal language’ idea has often taken: 
the canard that sign languages of the deaf are 
all a single language, made up of gestures. The 
signs that signers use do certainly look like the 
gestures that hearing people produce in many 
ways: they are also made mostly with the 
hands, and they also involve pointing, depic-
tion and visual metaphors in abundance.

But sign languages are just that: languages. 
They might unfold in the visual modality, but 
they have all the expressive range and gram-
matical intricacy of spoken languages – and 
much of their opacity, too. Historically, sign 
languages might well have roots in on-the-spot 
gestural communication systems. But as such 
systems grow, they change: some signs become 
abbreviated, while others are added; new gram-
matical devices emerge for tracking who did 
what to whom, or for distinguishing questions 
from statements. And so sign languages have 
diverged, much as spoken languages have.

And yet there might be some truth to the 
idea that signing is more transparent than 
speaking. There is evidence, much of it anec-
dotal, that signers of different sign languages 
can communicate with some success, in a way 
that speakers of different spoken languages 
simply could not. These interactions – some-
times called ‘cross-signing’ – are not without 
bumps and frustrations, but they are workable. 
Researchers are not sure exactly what accounts 
for this modest success. Part of the answer 
might well be the transparency of pointing and 
depicting, methods that sign languages make 
heavy use of. Another part could be that signers 
are experts when it comes to communicating 
in the absence of a shared code. After all, they 
spend much of their lives navigating a world 
dominated by hearing people who do not sign.

The idea that gesture is a universal language 
is ancient, intuitive, and not altogether wrong. 
It’s true that plenty of particular gestures are 
culture-specific. But it’s also true that plenty of  
gestural patterns are broadly similar the world 
over, the products of people with similar minds 
and similar bodies solving similar communi-
cative problems. Whatever its merits, the idea 
of gesture as a universal language is likely not 
going away. It is caught up in a timeless tug-
of-war between two romantic ideals: one, the 
universalist notion that humans everywhere 
are essentially the same; the other, the relativ-
ist insistence that every culture is a mysterious 
island all to itself. Both ideas have their charm, 
but neither is quite correct.
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): It might be hard to 
find the exact direction you’re looking for to-
day, Aries. It could be that there’s a strong force 
urging you to slow down and be more practical 
with your energy. This may not be the advice 

you want to hear, but it probably is the advice you need 
to follow. Remember that the world doesn’t revolve around 
you, regardless of how much you might like to think it does.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Just when you’re 
feeling good and solid in your plan, Taurus, 
something or someone may step in to rain on 
your parade. You could get the feeling today 

that you’re taking one step forward and two steps back. 
Perhaps there’s a feeling of doubt creeping into the pic-
ture. Try not to let these nagging, restrictive energies hold 
you back. Be confident about your abilities.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Restriction might 
weigh heavily on you today, Gemini. Perhaps 
you’re being reminded that there are some im-
portant details that you need to take care of. Per-

haps you need to adopt a more disciplined approach in 
your life. Is it time for some restructuring? Don’t be afraid 
of change, and don’t let feelings of responsibility hold you 
down. This is an important time in which you can hit it big.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Try not to worry 
too much today, Cancer. Take care of details 
and work to get things accomplished. Check 
things off your list and you’ll feel much better 

about yourself and the direction you’re headed. Keep your 
eyes open and try not to have tunnel vision on every issue. 
Give people the benefit of the doubt instead of the third 
degree. Concentrate on what you need to do.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Aspects of your life that 
you’ve neglected lately might haunt you on a day 
like today, Leo. Make sure you’re keeping up with 
all your responsibilities. Things may come to a 

dramatic climax at this time, and you could find yourself at 
an important crossroads. Nervous energy could cause you 
to run around frantically in search of the right path. Don’t 
let indecision keep you from getting where you need to go.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You might find it easier 
to connect with others at this time, Virgo. It would 
behoove you to reconnect with friends or family 
members you may have lost touch with. Their en-

ergy can bring an entirely different perspective to your life, 
which could surprise you with its richness. The aspects are 
also good for meeting new people. Don’t hesitate to get out 
there and mix and mingle!

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You will find that dis-
ciplined actions are the best way to go about 
your day today, Libra. Stay focused on your 
path. You can accomplish many tasks at the 
same time if you play your cards right. Try not 

to get bogged down with details. People might cause you 
to worry too much. Don’t let their energy get in the way of 
your progress.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Decisions will 
be even more difficult to make than usual to-
day, Scorpio. On the one hand, you may feel a 
need to stabilize, while on the other hand find 

that your energy is raging in a million different directions 
as you want to seek new experiences and social interac-
tions with others. Try to adopt a plan that combines both 
of these energies. Nervous energy will keep you moving.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): There’s a solid 
grounding to the day that might have you feeling 
less than energetic about getting the ball rolling, 
Sagittarius. Don’t be surprised if there’s a sense 

of restriction and duty weighing you down. Times of rest 
and reflection are very important in the natural cycle. Don’t 
think that you always need to be on the go in order to make 
progress. Put your warring nature aside today and rest.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Things will go 
more and more in your favor over the next four 
weeks, Capricorn, although today you might find 
that they’re slow to get moving. It could be that 

there is a bit of stress on your body and that you aren’t feeling 
very motivated to get up and go. Don’t worry about it. This feel-
ing will soon pass and you’ll feel like your old self in no time.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Discipline and a 
sense of duty have been major themes for you 
lately, Aquarius. It might seem like someone 
has put the brakes on a current plan of yours. 

Try not to see this as negative. In reality, this is an impor-
tant time for you to slow down and plan. Be aware of the 
passage of time and consider using this period to organize 
your scattered energy. This is a good time to focus and 
streamline your life.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Your ego and physi-
cal vitality should experience a boost today, 
Pisces. Try to hone in on the solid, grounding 
energy that’s encouraging you to come to terms 

with your emotions. Be aware of the fact that your often 
gloomy attitude may be starting to weigh heavily on the 
ones you love. Be careful that you aren’t hurting someone 
just because you know that they’ll forgive you.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Kensy Cooperrider | Aeon

Gesture Talks



repeately referred to by 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi in his election 
speeches.

A Bachelor of Arts, Yed-
durappa, who was jailed 
during Emergency, worked 
as a clerk in the social wel-
fare department before 
taking up a similar job at 
a rice mill in his native 
Shikaripura. Later, he set 
up his own hardware shop 
in Shivamogga.

Yeddyurappa may have 
landed in the hot seat in 
2004 itself when the BJP 
emerged as the single larg-
est party, but the Congress 
and JD(S) of former prime 
minister H D Deve Gowda 
cobbled together an alli-
ance, and a government 
was formed under Dhar-
am Singh.

Known for his politi-
cal sagacity, Yeddyurap-
pa joined hands with H 
D Kumaraswamy, Deve 
Gowda’s son, in 2006 and 
brought down the Dharam 
Singh government after 
the chief minister was in-

dicted by Lokayukta in an 
alleged mining scam.

Under a rotational chief 
ministership arrangement, 
Kumaraswamy became 
the chief minister and Yed-
dyurappa his deputy.

Yeddyurappa became 
the chief minister for the 
first time in November 
2007 but his term in office 
lasted just seven days as 
Kumaraswamy reneged on 
a power sharing arrange-
ment and walked out of 
the alliance.

He was made the chief 
minister once again after 
the BJP came to power in 
May 2008 but had to step 
down in July 2011 follow-
ing his indictment by the 
then Lokayukta N Santosh 
Hegde in an illegal mining 
case. In the 2008 polls, the 
Lingayat heavyweight led 
the party to victory, and 
the first BJP government 
in the south was formed 
under him.

Soon controversies 
swirled around Yeddy-
urappa over alleged abuse 

of office to favour his sons 
in allotment of land in 
Bengaluru. The indictment 
by Lokayukta in an illegal 
mining scam was the last 
straw that broke the cam-
el’s back, and he was forced 
to resign on July 31, 2011.

On October 15 that 
year, he surrendered be-
fore the Lokayukta court, 
after it issued a warrant 
against him in connection 
with alleged land scams, 
and was in jail for a week, 
dealing a body blow to the 
BJP’s claim of being a party 
with a difference.

Sulking after having 
been made to quit, Yeddy-
urappa broke his decades-
long association with the 
saffron party and formed 
the Karnataka Janata Pak-
sha.

However, ploughing 
a lonely furrow, he failed 
to make the KJP a force to 
reckon with in Karnataka 
politics but wrecked the 
BJP’s chances of retaining 
power in the 2013 polls, 
winning six seats and poll-
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Shun violence, join mainstream India 
— Modi to ‘misguided’ Kashmiri youth 

Yeddyurappa, a seasoned oarsman 
who failed to safely anchor

Ex-diplomat jailed for three years for passing information to ISI

SC judges should have 
resolved issues internally 
— Former CJI Thakur

Drugs Controller to come out with 
vaccine - specific regulatory policy

BJP govt’s fall in K’taka invites sharp reactions from Mamata, Tejashwi 

Modi is corruption, hope BJP learnt 
lessons from Karnataka — Rahul

PTI

Congress President Rahul Gandhi addresses the media in New Delhi, 
on Saturday. 

PTI

Outgoing Karnataka Chief Minister BS Yediyurappa addresses the house members before a floor test, at 
Vidhanasoudha, in Bengaluru, on Saturday.

PTI

Narendra Modi at an event to mark the commencement of work on Zojila Tunnel, in Leh on Saturday.

Srinagar/Jammu/Leh, 
May 19 (IANS): On a day-
long Jammu and Kashmir 
visit to inaugurate devel-
opmental projects, two 
days after the government 
announced an uncondi-
tional Ramadan ceasefire 
in the state, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Sat-
urday asked “misguided” 
Kashmiri youth to join 
“mainstream” India for a 
life with dignity.

Amid a separatist 
called shutdown and pro-
test march and restrictions 
by authorities in Srinagar, 
Modi with a message of 
development and peace 
wrapped up in the evening 
his whirlwind trip that took 
him to all the three regions 
-- Ladakh, Kashmir Valley 
and Jammu. He inaugu-
rated 330 megawatt Kish-
enganga power house in 
Kashmir and a 41.2-km 
long Ring Road project to 
decongest Srinagar city, He 
started work on the Zojila 
Tunnel to provide an all-
weather link to Ladakh and 
reduce the distance to the 
cold desert region by three 
hours from Srinagar.

In Jammu, the Prime 
Minister laid the founda-
tion stones of the Pakul 
Dul Power Project and the 
four-lane 58.2-kilometre-
long Jammu Ring Road. 
He also inaugurated the 
Tarakote Marg and Mate-
rial Ropeway of the Shri 
Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine 
Board to facilitate pilgrims 

Bengaluru, May 19 (PTI): 
From the mundane ex-
istence as a government 
clerk, B S Yeddyurappa be-
came the chief minister for 
a third time on Thursday, 
but broke his own record of 
the most short-lived head 
of government in Karna-
taka today, as he bowed 
out of office in three days.

T h e  7 5 - y e a r - o l d 
Bookanakere Siddalin-
gappa Yeddyurappa navi-
gated the choppy waters of 
politics with the consum-
mate ease of a seasoned 
oarsman, often against 
the tidal waves of adver-
sity, but failed to anchor 
the BJP’s boat safely in the 
shifting sands of Karnataka 
politics.

Having failed to muster 
seven additional votes to 
add to the BJP’s strength of 
104 MLAs to sail through 
the trust vote, he an-
nounced his resignation 
on the floor of the Assem-
bly and put in his papers, 
breaking his own record 
set in 2007 when he had to 
demit office in seven days.

He was chief minister 
for barely seven days from 
November 12 to 19 in 2007, 
before the JD(S) pulled out 
of the coalition govern-
ment, reneging on a power 
sharing arrangement.

A hardboi led RSS 
Swayamsevak, Yeddy-
urappa, joined the Hindu 
right organisation when 
he was barely 15, and cut 
his political teeth in the 
Jana Sangh, the BJP’s fore-
runner, in his hometown 
Shikaripura in Shivamogga 
district.

He became the Jana 
Sangh’s Shikaripura taluka 
chief in the early 1970s.

Currently a Lok Sabha 
member from Shivamog-
ga, he was first elected to 
the Legislative Assembly 
from Shikaripura in 1983.

The Lingayat strong-
man is known to have es-
poused the cause of farm-
ers, something which was 

New Delhi, May 19 (IANS): 
A court here on Saturday 
sentenced former Indian 
diplomat Madhuri Gupta 
to three years in jail for 
passing on sensitive in-
formation to Pakistan’s 
Inter-Services Intelligence 
(ISI) spy agency.

Additional Sessions 
Judge Sidharth Sharma 
while awarding sentence 
observed that she was 
posted in a very sensitive 
position in Indian High 
Commission in Pakistan.

“Undoubtedly, from 
a person of her stature, 
it was expected that she 
would act in more respon-
sible than an ordinary 
citizen as she was at high 
position of trust but her 

action has tarnished the 
image of the country and 
has caused severe threat 
to the security of the 
country,” the court said.

However, the court 
granted her bail for filing 
appeal against the judg-
ment. The court asked 
her to furnish a personal 
bond and surety of INR 
25,000 each.

On Friday, she was 
held guilty under sections 
of the Official Secrets Act 
(OSA) and criminal con-
spiracy under the Indian 
Penal Code (IPC).

However the court ac-
quitted her of the strin-
gent section 3(1) (Part-I) 
of the Official Secrets Act 
which attracts a maxi-

mum punishment of 14 
years. Gupta revealed cer-
tain classified informa-
tion to Pakistani officials 
and was in touch with 
two ISI officials, Mubshar 
Raza Rana and Jamshed.

As per the chargesheet 
filed in July 2010, Gupta 
was in a relationship 
with Jamshed, whom she 
planned to marry.

The chargesheet said 
she used a computer in-
stalled at her residence in 
Islamabad and a Black-
berry phone to stay in 
touch with the two Paki-
stani spies.

The former diplomat 
claims she is innocent. 
Once a second secretary 
at the Indian High Com-

mission in Islamabad, 
Gupta was arrested on 
April 27, 2010 for spying 
and on charges of pass-
ing on information to 
the Pakistani intelligence 
agency.

On January 7, 2012, 
the trial court charged 
Gupta with spying under 
the Official Secrets Act. 
She was granted bail on 
January 10, 2012.

Police challenged the 
order and sought modifi-
cation of the charges.

The Delhi High Court 
allowed the plea in Feb-
ruary 2016 and directed 
to frame a charge against 
Gupta under the section 
having a maximum pun-
ishment of 14 years.

N e w  D e l h i ,  M a y  1 9 
(IANS): The four senior 
judges of the Supreme 
Court should not have 
held the press conference, 
said former Chief Justice 
of India T.S. Thakur, as-
serting that the matter 
ought to have been ad-
dressed and solved within 
the confines of the top 
court.

An appeal to the na-
tion is not what would 
have helped the judges 
and they need not look for 
outside help for resolving 
their institutional prob-
lems, he said at an event 
here on Saturday.

Thakur said anyone 
witnessing that press 
conference would feel 
“disturbed” by the devel-
opment that the highest 
judiciary was unable to 
decide issues concerning 
its working and was tak-
ing it to the public.

The press meet gave 
the media and the politi-
cians an opportunity to 
discuss matter, he said in 
his address on the topic of 
‘Independence of Judici-
ary’ at an event organised 
by NGO, Global Jurists, 
founded by former Delhi 
High Court judge Kailash 

Gambhir.
“An appeal to the na-

tion is not what would 
have helped the judges. I 
firmly believe that judges 
need not look for outside 
help for resolving their 
institutional problems. 
Judges have to look within 
and not outside for guid-
ance,” he said, referring to 
the unprecedented Janu-
ary 12 press conference 
held by four senior judges 
- Justices J. Chelameswar, 
Ranjan Gogoi, M.B. Lokur 
and Kurian Joseph - over 
the functioning of the 
Supreme Court including 
the allocation of sensi-
tive cases and on recom-
mendation of judges for 
appointment to higher 
judiciary.

Revolting against the 
Chief Justice of India Di-
pak Misra, the four judges 
had said “all was not well” 
on the administrative side 
of the Supreme Court.

The press conference 
was held at the official res-
idence of Justice Chela-
meswar, who will retire 
on June 22, but Friday was 
his last working day as the 
Supreme Court will be 
closed for summer vaca-
tion till July 1.

Hyderabad, May 19 (IANS): The Drugs Controller Gen-
eral of India plans to come out with vaccine specific 
regulatory policy and a manual for regulatory require-
ments for commercialization of new drug and on how 
to conduct clinical trials in India, it was announced on 
Saturday.

S. Eswara Reddy, Drugs Controller General of India, 
Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation said that 
since pneumococcal is one of the major priority vac-
cines, they would first come out a policy to facilitate 
introducing indigenously-produced vaccine.

Speaking at a symposium on ‘research and develop-
ment of vaccines: issues, challenges and opportunities’ 
organized by PC2 Scientific Services, a strategic and 
technical consulting company in association with Fed-
eration of Asian Biotech Associations (FABA) and CR 
RAO AIMSCS at University of Hyderabad, he listed out 
the steps being taken by his organisation to promote 
innovation through transparent system and regulatory 
changes.

Reddy said they were also in process of making new 
regulations for conducting clinical trials and new drugs. 
“We will fix time lines. 30 days will be maximum time-
line for giving response to their applications. If response 
is not received within 30 days, the application will be 
deemed approved,” he said.

Reddy underlined the need to communicate to 
media the facts about the deaths due to clinical trials. 
He told the gathering that media gives a wrong projec-
tion about the number of deaths. He said media reports 
that during last 7-8 years, 25,000 patients died during 
clinical trials in India while the fact is that only 5 percent 
of these deaths are actually due to clinical trials. “For 
example, during clinical trials related to cancer, patients 
who are already in terminal stage die. The death of such 
patients is not due to clinical trials,” he said.

With the drug developers and researchers raising 
concern about the restrictions on import of animal 
models, the Drug Controller General hoped that the 
Union Environment and Forests Ministry would look 
into the issue.

Kolkata/Patna/Shillong, May 19 
(PTI): The collapse of the three-day-
old BJP government in Karnataka, 
without facing a floor test in the As-
sembly today, drew sharp reactions 
from prominent opposition leaders, 
including West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee and the RJD’s 
Tejashwi Yadav, who dubbed it as a 
victory of democracy and truth.

“Democracy wins. Congratula-
tions Karnataka. Congratulations 
DeveGowda Ji, Kumaraswamy Ji, 
Congress and others. Victory of the 
‘regional’ front (sic),” she tweeted.

Banerjee, who had earlier moot-
ed the idea of a federal front of 

regional parties, has been in touch 
with prominent opposition leaders 
after the Karnataka Assembly poll 
results threw up a fractured verdict.

She had spoken to former prime 
minister H D Deve Gowda, his son 
H D Kumaraswamy, who is the 
Congress-JD(S) nominee for the 
chief minister’s post, and her And-
hra Pradesh counterpart, N Chan-
drababu Naidu, among others.

Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) 
leader Tejashwi Yadav also took to 
Twitter soon after Yeddyurappa an-
nounced his decision to resign as 
the Karnataka chief minister.

Tejashwi had led a delegation of 

RJD, Congress, CPI-ML and HAM 
leaders to Bihar Governor Satya Pal 
Malik yesterday to stake claim to 
form government in the state on the 
lines of Karnataka, where the single-
largest party, the BJP, was invited to 
form the government, even though 
it fell short of a majority.

 The BJP government’s fall in 
Karnataka also triggered reactions 
from Congress leaders in the north-
eastern states of Manipur and 
Meghalaya, where the party had 
emerged as the single largest one 
after the Assembly polls, but was 
not given a chance to form the gov-
ernment.

N e w  D e l h i ,  M a y  1 9 
(IANS): In a blistering at-
tack on Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi following 
the resignation of Karna-
taka Chief Minister B.S. 
Yeddyurappa ahead of 
the trust vote, Congress 
President Rahul Gandhi 
on Saturday termed him 
“corruption” and that 
Modi, BJP chief Amit Shah 
and the RSS considered 
no institution “worthy of 
respect”.

Addressing the media 
here shortly after Yed-
dyurappa’s resignation, 
he said the Congress will 
work with other opposi-
tion parties to defeat the 
BJP in 2019 Lok Sabha 
polls. 

Gandhi said Modi’s 
model of leadership is not 
that of democratic per-
son but that of a dictator 
and “even Supreme Court 
knows that”. 

Accusing Modi of pro-
moting corruption in Kar-
nataka to gain support 
for the BJP, which had 
emerged the single-larg-
est party amid split ver-
dict in by the May 12 as-
sembly election, he cited 
attempts at horse-trading, 
including purported tel-
ephonic conversations of 

some BJP leaders to get 
support of Congress and 
Janata Dal-Secular (JD-S) 
legislators, who formed a 
post-poll coalition. 

People saw “how the 
Prime Minister author-
ised directly buying MLAs 
in Karnataka from our 
party and from the JD-S”, 
he said, adding Modi’s 
talks of fighting corrup-
tion are a “blatant lie”.

He alleged that RSS, 
the BJP’s ideological pa-
tron, wants to capture 
every institution “and that 
is what we are fighting” 
and will “work with the 
opposition to defeat the 
BJP”. 

He hoped that the BJP 
and RSS will learn a lesson 
from the developments 
in Karnataka where Gov-
ernor Vajubhai Vala had 
invited the BJP to form 
government, “that the in-
stitutions of this country, 
the will of the people of 
this country cannot be 
disrespected”.

The Congress had 
moved the Supreme Court 
following th3e Governor 
inviting Yeddyurappa to 
form government and giv-
ing him 15 days to prove 
majority. The apex court 
had slashed the time for 

ing about 10 per cent votes.
As Yeddyurppa faced 

an uncertain future and 
the BJP looked for a leader 
with a formidable reputa-
tion to lend its campaign 
the required heft ahead of 
the 2014 Lok Sabha polls, 
the two cosied up to each 
other.

On January 9, 2014, 
Yeddyurappa merged his 
KJP with the BJP.

In the Lok Sabha elec-
tions that followed, the 
BJP won 19 of the state’s 28 
seats, a remarkable turna-
round for the party which 
had secured a measly 19.9 
per cent votes in the As-
sembly polls just a year ago 
leading to the fall of its first 
government.

Notwithstanding the 
taint of corruption, Yed-
dyurappa’s status and clout 
grew in the BJP.On October 
26, 2016, he got a huge 
relief when a special CBI 
court acquitted him, his 
two sons and son-in-law in 
a Rs 40 crore illegal mining 
case, which had cost him 
the chief ministership in 
2011.

In January 2016, the 
Karnataka High Court 
quashed all 15 FIRs against 
Yeddyurappa lodged by 
the Lokayukta police un-
der the Prevention of Cor-
ruption Act.

In April that year, he 
was appointed the state 
BJP chief for the fourth 
time.

The Lingayat leader, 
however, continued to be 
dogged by controversies, 
with the anti-corruption 
bureau launching pro-
ceedings against him in 
an alleged illegal land de-
notification case. He pe-
titioned the high court, 
which stayed the ACB pro-
ceedings against him.

The taint of alleged cor-
ruption notwithstanding, 
the BJP declared him its 
chief ministerial candi-
date, ignoring the taunts 
by the Congress.

trust vote and fixed it for 
Saturday. 

Contending that the 
Prime Minister is not big-
ger than people of India, 
the Supreme Court or 
members of parliament 
and assemblies, Gandhi 
said: “I am doubtful that 
Prime Minister will under-
stand that because he had 
been trained throughout 
his life by the RSS never 
to respect another institu-
tion except the RSS. 

But that is the message 
that people of Karnataka 
and the people of India 
have given to the Prime 
Minister.” 

“I am very proud to 
say that they have been 
shown that in India, 
power is not everything, 
money is not everything, 
corruption is not every-
thing. 

In India, the will of 
the people is everything. 
We have explained to the 
people in the BJP and the 
RSS that there are limits 
to your arrogance, there 
are limits to how you are 
trying to run this country,” 
he said. 

Accusing Modi, Amit 
Shah and RSS of believing 
“that every institution can 
be destroyed”, he said: 

He also accused the 
BJP of disrespecting the 
proceedings of the Karna-
taka Assembly, saying the 
national anthem was not 
played after Yeddyurappa 
announced his resigna-
tion and the BJP legis-
lators and the Pro-tem 
Speaker left the house. 
“In a way, this is what we 
are fighting today... The 
idea that you can rubbish 
every single institution in 
this country.”

Asked if the state Gov-
ernor should resign, Gan-
dhi said the power was 
completely controlled by 
the Prime Minister and 
the RSS. “So, it is a good 
idea to resign, but I can 
guarantee you that, under 
the BJP regime, the next 
man will do exactly the 
same thing,” he said.

visiting the shrine.
In partially-curfewed 

Srinagar where schools 
and colleges were closed 
for the day, Modi addressed 
a gathering at Sher-e-Kash-
mir International Conven-
tion Centre (SKICC), advis-
ing those youth who have 
lost their path to return to 
the mainstream.

Invoking the composite 
culture of Kashmir, Modi 
said former Prime Minister 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee always 
advocated and supported 
“Kashmiriyat” and “Modi 
is also the disciple of the 
same ‘Kashmiriyat’”.

He said development 
was the only solution to all 

problems of the state and 
hoped that “time will come 
soon when Jammu and 
Kashmir will re-emerge as 
the crown and coronet of 
peace and progress for the 
entire country”.

Chief Minister Meh-
booba Mufti, who shared 
the dais with the Prime 
Minister, took a dig at Pa-
kistan for not responding 
positively to India’s “good-
will gesture” of Ramadan 
ceasefire that was declared 
on Thursday.

She said the Prime 
Minister had the mandate 
and the stature to solve all 
the problems of the peo-
ple in the state, recalling 

that remedies were in the 
agenda of alliance between 
the PDP and the BJP.

Earlier in Ladakh, 
Modi spoke at the closing 
ceremony of centenary 
birth celebrations of the 
Buddhist spiritual leader, 
Kashuk Bakula and asked 
those in Jammu and Kash-
mir regions to follow peo-
ple of the cold desert region 
who have set an example in 
human endeavour in their 
urge for progress. In Jam-
mu, Modi said urged agri-
cultural scientists to revisit 
their strategies that must 
meet the growing chal-
lenges of climate change 
and paucity of water.



Havana, May 19 (PTI/AFP): A Cuban 
state airways plane with 110 pas-
sengers and crew on board crashed 
shortly after taking off from Havana, 
killing all but three people on board 
in a mass of twisted and smoldering 
fuselage. 

Cuban state media reported that 
three women had been pulled alive 
from the mangled wreckage and 
were in critical condition in hospital.

They were the only known sur-
vivors from the nearly 40-year-old 
Boeing 737, operated by Cubana de 
Aviacion. It crashed into a field close 
to a wooded area near Jose Marti 
airport, sending a thick column of 
acrid smoke into the air.

The 110 people aboard included 
six Mexican crew, said the Mexico-
based company that leased the 
plane, Global Air, also known as 
Aerolineas Damojh.

Two victims were Argentine, the 
country’s foreign ministry said. Most 
of the others were Cuban, according 
to state media.

The plane -- carrying 104 pas-
sengers -- was almost completely de-
stroyed in the crash and subsequent 
fire. Firefighters raced to the scene 
along with a fleet of ambulances 
to put out the blaze, as emergency 
personnel combed through the 
wreckage.

What appeared to be one of 
the wings of the plane was wedged 

among scorched tree trunks, but the 
main fuselage was almost entirely 
destroyed.

Cuba’s President Miguel Diaz-
Canel, who visited the scene, said 
an investigation has been opened 

into the disaster, and that its find-
ings would be made public as soon 
as possible. A press conference was 
scheduled for 1900 GMT on Satur-
day.

The 58-year-old president, who 

succeeded Raul Castro as the com-
munist island’s leader only last 
month, appeared aghast as he sur-
veyed the recovery efforts, wearing 
a short-sleeved green shirt and sur-
rounded by officials.

He said an investigation into the 
cause of the accident was underway. 

Cuba declared two days of na-
tional mourning.

Raul Castro sent condolences to 
families of the victims of the “cata-
strophic accident,” a statement read, 
as Russian President Vladimir Putin 
and a string of Latin American lead-
ers also expressed sympathy.

Airport sources said the plane 
took off at 12:08 pm (1608 GMT) 
heading for the eastern city of 
Holguin, 670 kilometers (415 miles) 
away. From the supermarket where 
he works near the airport, Jose Luis, 
49, said he could see the plane taking 
off before it banked and plunged to 
the ground.

“I saw it taking off. All of a sud-
den, it made a turn, and went down. 
We were all amazed,” he said.

Yasniel Diaz, a 21-year-old mu-
sician, said the pilot appeared to 
attempt an emergency landing, but 
crashed instead. “The explosion 
shook everything,” he said.

“I started running, I was so 
afraid.” 

Images from Cuban television 
showed rescue workers at the scene 
removing what appeared to be a 
survivor on a stretcher as rain began 
to fall.

Global Air said the plane was fly-
ing with a crew of six Mexicans -- the 
pilot, co-pilot, three flight attendants 

and a maintenance technician.
In Mexico City, anguished rela-

tives and colleagues of the crew 
gathered outside the company’s 
offices demanding information -- 
some of them hugging and crying.

“I was friends with the captain, 
with the co-pilot, with the head flight 
attendant,” said a former Global Air 
employee, 44-year-old Ana Marlene 
Covarrubias.

“When I heard the news on the 
phone, I thought it was one of those 
jokes people play,” she told AFP.

Mexico said it had sent two civil 
aviation specialists to help in the 
investigation.

The Mexican communications 
and transportation ministry said the 
plane was built in 1979. Global Air 
had the necessary permits to lease 
it, and had passed inspections in 
November last year, it said.

The company, formed in 1990, 
had a fleet of three planes, all Boeing 
737s. Prior to Friday’s crash, Cuba’s 
most recent air accident occurred in 
April 2017, when eight military per-
sonnel died when a Russian-made 
AN-26 transport aircraft went down 
in western Cuba. 

The country’s last major airline 
disaster was in November 2010 when 
a Cuban Aerocaribbean jet crashed 
on a flight from Santiago de Cuba 
to Havana, killing all 68 people on 
board, including 28 foreigners.

Baghdad, May 19 (PTI/
AFP): Final results from 
Iraq’s election confirmed 
today that an alliance 
spearheaded by populist 
cleric Moqtada Sadr has 
triumphed, but the fiery 
preacher faces a huge task 
to form a governing coali-
tion. 

Sadr’s Marching To-
wards Reform bloc won 54 
of the 329 seats in parlia-
ment in a major upset at 
a May 12 vote that saw a 
record level of abstentions 
as Iraqis turned their back 
on a widely reviled elite.

The nationalist  -- 
whose Shiite militia bat-
tled US troops after the 
2003 invasion -- faces a 
deeply fragmented politi-
cal landscape and opposi-
tion from key player Iran 
after he called for foreign 
influence in Iraq to be cut.

Sadr, who has rein-
vented himself as an anti-
corruption crusader in 
an alliance with secular 
leftists, is looking to be the 
kingmaker and oversee 
the formation of a cross-
sectarian, technocrat gov-
ernment from some dozen 
parties.

But negotiations -- 
which tentatively began 
after the vote -- look set 
to drag out and it remains 
far from certain that Sadr’s 
group will claim power 
after the first vote since the 
defeat of the Islamic State 
group.

Poised in second place 
with some 47 seats is the 
pro-Iranian Conquest 
Alliance made up of ex-
fighters from mainly Shiite 
paramilitary units that 
battled IS.

The Victory Alliance 

bloc of Prime Minister 
Haider al-Abadi, who 
hoped voters would re-
ward him for seeing off 
the jihadists, performed 
worse than expected and 
was back in third place on 
42 seats.

Sadr declared on Twit-
ter that the results showed 
“reform has won and cor-
ruption is weakened,” but 
he faces a tricky regional 
context as he begins coali-
tion negotiations.

Writing in The Wash-
ington Post Friday, pre-
mier Abadi insisted his 
government would do “all 
it can to ensure that the 
transition to the next gov-
ernment is conducted in 
a stable and transparent 
manner”.

He called for “dia-
logue” to create a new 
government that “must be 
demonstrably non-elitist 
(and) representative of 
the people rather than 
dominated by one side or 
denomination”.

Abadi -- who came to 
power in 2014 as IS ram-
paged across Iraq -- has 
balanced off rivals the US 
and Iran and could still 
remain in position as a 
consensus candidate.

The protracted horse-
trading comes at a time of 
high tensions after Wash-
ington’s withdrawal from 
a landmark nuclear deal 
with Tehran and fears of a 
tug-of-war over Iraq.

Even before Sadr’s vic-
tory was confirmed, Iran 
had already been con-
vening meetings to try to 
block him from forming a 
government.

Iran dispatched the 
powerful general Qassem 

Soleimani to Baghdad, 
who has met with sev-
eral members of Iraq’s old 
guard including Abadi and 
his predecessor Nuri al-
Maliki.

According to officials, 
Soleimani has ruled out 
any alliance with Sadr, 
who surprised many last 
year by visiting Iran’s re-
gional foe Saudi Arabia 
as Riyadh seeks increased 
involvement in Iraq.

Soleimani’s shuttle 
diplomacy is aimed at 
gathering enough parties 
opposed to Sadr to deny 
his alliance a governable 
majority and a route to the 
powerful position of prime 
minister -- though Sadr 
himself says he is not in 
the running for the top job.

The US, which still has 
thousands of troops in Iraq 
from the fight against IS, 
is also looking to push its 
interests after the vote.

Washington envoy 
Brett McGurk has been 
meeting with leading 
politicians in both Bagh-
dad and the autonomous 
Kurdistan region to the 
north.

Attracting the Kurds 
and the marginalised Sun-
ni community will prove 
important for anyone 
seeking to come to power, 
as Iraq looks to carry out 
the mammoth task of re-
building after the defeat 
of IS. 

Sadr “will probably try 
to form a large coalition, 
including Shiite parties, 
potentially involving the 
list of Abadi, and the Sun-
nis and Kurds”, said Rap-
haele Auberty, an analyst 
at London-based BMI re-
search.

Kuala Lumpur, May 19 (PTI/AFP): 
Scandal-tainted former Malaysian 
leader Najib Razak has been sum-
moned to appear before the coun-
try’s anti-corruption authorities 
next week as part of an anti-graft 
investigations, state media has 
reported.

Najib, 64, unexpectedly lost 
a May 9 election to a political 
coalition that had focused on 
allegations that he oversaw the 
looting of billions of dollars from 
sovereign wealth fund 1MDB in 
a vast conspiracy of fraud and 
money-laundering stretching 

around the world.
Najib was already barred from 

leaving Malaysia in the wake of 
the election, and police seized 
large amounts of cash, jewels and 
luxury items from his home and 
other sites last week.

State-run Bernama news 
agency said Najib had been or-
dered to appear before the Ma-
laysian Anti-Corruption Commis-
sion (MACC) next Tuesday.

“So far, he is asked to turn 
up next Tuesday to enable us to 
record his statement relating to 
SRC International,” Bernama 

quoted an MACC source as say-
ing in the report issued late Fri-
day.

SRC International was a sub-
sidiary of 1MDB before being 
placed directly under the finance 
ministry in 2012. Najib was both 
prime minister and finance min-
ister at the time.

Hundreds of millions of dol-
lars linked to SRC are alleged to 
have gone missing, in just one 
component of the wide-ranging 
1MDB affair.

As reports proliferated in re-
cent years that billions were loot-

ed from 1MDB by Najib, his family 
and cronies, his government shut 
down domestic inquiries into the 
scandal, arrested critics calling for 
a full investigations and muzzled 
news organisations reporting on 
the affair.

But 92-year-old former pre-
mier Mahathir Mohamad, ex-
pressing disgust over the scandal, 
came out of retirement to lead 
a diverse alliance of parties to 
a stunning electoral victory on 
May 9.

Mahathir has vowed to fully 
investigate the 1MDB scandal.

Murmansk, May 19 (PTI/AFP): Russia 
today unveiled the world’s first floating 
nuclear power station at a ceremony in the 
port of the far northern city of Murmansk 
where it will be loaded with nuclear fuel 
before heading to eastern Siberia. 

Built in Saint Petersburg, the Akademik 
Lomonosov arrived in Murmansk on 
Thursday where it was moored in the port 
and presented to the media today.

Constructed by the state nuclear power 
firm Rosatom, the 144 by 30 metre (472 
by 98 foot) ship holds two reactors with 
two 35 megawatt nuclear reactors that are 
similar to those used to power icebreaker 
ships.

The 21,000-tonne barge will be towed 
in the summer of 2019 to the port of Pevek 
in the autonomous Chukotka region in 
Russia’s extreme northeast, 350 kilometres 
north of the Arctic Circle.

The barge can produce enough elec-
tricity to power a town of 200,000 residents, 
far more than the 5,000 live in Pevek, Rus-
sia’s northernmost town.

It will be primarily used to power oil 
rigs as Russia pushes further north into 
the Arctic to drill for oil and gas and needs 
electricity in far-flung locations.

Vitaly Trutnev, who is in charge of the 
construction and operation of floating nu-
clear power stations at Rosatom, said such 
units would “supply electricity and heat to 
the most remote regions, supporting also 
growth and sustainable development.” 

He said use of such floating reactors 
can save 50,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide 
emissions per year.  The barge had initially 
been scheduled to be fuelled in Saint Pe-
tersburg, but that work was moved to Mur-
mansk instead due to concern in countries 
along the Baltic Sea.

United Nations, May 19 (IANS): 
US President Donald Trump, who 
has had an adversarial relationship 
with the world body, surprisingly 
showered praise on Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres saying he 
was “working hard to ‘Make the UN 
Great Again’”.

The unexpected kudos in his 
tweet came after their meeting on 
Friday, which played off his elec-
tion slogan of “Make America Great 
Again” and appeared to show a 
newly found appreciation that the 
world body could help Washington 
by dealing with conflicts after sev-
eral developments that have high-
lighted the rift between Trump’s US 
and the UN.

Trump’s praise of Guterres was 
centred on monetary savings for the 
US as he added in his tweet, “When 
the UN does more to solve conflicts 
around the world, it means the US 
has less to do and we save money.”

The UN has been at odds with 
Trump’s world view with the Gen-
eral Assembly criticising Trump’s 
decision to recognise Jerusalem 
as Israel’s capital and move the US 
embassy there, Guterres opposing 
Washington’s decision to withdraw 

from the Iran nuclear deal, and the 
UN failing to act jointly with the US 
against Syria. The White House said 
that two of those issues -- Iran and 
Syria -- figured in the talks between 
Trump and Guterres.

A UN statement said: “The 
Secretary-General expressed his 
appreciation for the continued US 
engagement in the work of the UN.”

The meeting with Trump 
capped two days of Guterres’s di-
plomacy in Washington where he 
made rounds of Congressional 
leaders to try and revive the flagging 
support for the world body, espe-
cially with cuts in US contributions 
to the UN looming.

While neither the UN nor the 
White House gave details of who 
were at the talks, Trump’s tweet 
included a photograph that showed 
them with Deputy Secretary-Gener-
al Amina Mohammed, Permanent 
Representative Nikki Haley, Sec-
retary of State Mike Pompeo and 
Trump’s National Security Adviser 
John Bolton.

Trump also praised Haley, say-
ing in the same tweet that she “is 
doing a fantastic job!”

She is credited with squeezing 

out $285 million out of the 2018-
2019 UN budget of $5.4 billion, 
saving about $63 million for the US, 
which foots 22 per cent of budget.

The White House said they also 
discussed UN reform -- which 
is focused on saving even more 
-- and “the President reiterated his 
support for the Secretary-General’s 
efforts to improve the efficiency and 
effectiveness of the UN”.

Another topic in their discus-
sions was North Korea, where 
Trump is hoping for a break-
through in his upcoming talks with 
that nation’s leader Kim Jong-un 
leading to Pyongyang’s denucleari-
sation. The UN statement said that 
they discussed the “broader situ-
ation” in the Middle East, without 
indicating if this week’s Palestinian 
protests in Gaza during which more 
than 60 people were killed in firings 
by Israeli forces came up.

Guterres’s Deputy Spokesper-
son Farhan Haq said that before 
the talks with Trump, he met with 
Pompeo and Bolton. A former per-
manent representative, Bolton once 
said that if the UN headquarters 
building “lost ten stories, it wouldn’t 
make a bit of difference”.

Mazar-e-Sharif, May 19 (IANS): 
At least 17 people were killed 
and 23 others wounded after 
heavy torrential rains caused 
fresh flooding in two Afghan 
provinces, the authorities said 
on Saturday.

The seasonal disasters hap-
pened over the past 48 hours in 
Charhar Kint, Chimtal, Shulgara 
and Khulm districts of Balkh 
province, killing eight people 
including women and children, 
a police official told Xinhua 
news agency.

Hundreds of acres of land 
was washed away and several 
villages were seriously affected 
by the flooding in the province, 
said the official, adding security 
forces provided emergency aids 
for people in some affected 
areas.

Heavy rains and flooding 
have killed 34 people and in-
jured four others elsewhere in 
the country over the past 10 
days, said the Afghan Natural 
Disaster Management Author-
ity.

Washington, May 19 
(IANS): Hours after 10 peo-
ple were killed in a Texas 
school shooting in the US, 
a 40-year-old woman was 
killed and at least two oth-
ers were wounded in an-
other shooting incident in 
Clayton County in Georgia 
late on Friday, police said.

At least two persons 
were shot at, of whom one 
has died near the Mt. Zion 
High School just south of 
the state capital Atlanta, 
the Clayton County po-
lice told Channel 2 Action 
News.

The victim with three 
shots in her chest was de-
clared brought dead at 
Piedmont Henry Hospital.

The Clayton County 
Fire Department said 
there were at least three 
victims “two with gunshot 
wounds”, who were taken 
to hospital.

Investigators said both 
victims were females. 
There was a graduation 
ceremony happening 
across the street at the 
Clayton County Perform-

ing Arts Centre when the 
incident occurred.

It was unclear if the 
people who were shot at 
were attending the gradu-
ation ceremony, the officer 
added. 

A 21-year-old victim 
was taken to Atlanta Medi-
cal Centre with gunshot 
wounds to the leg. A third 
woman, who was preg-
nant, was not shot rather 
she was injured after be-
ing pushed, the media re-
ported.

Earlier on Friday, 10 
people were killed in a 
school shooting in the 
southeastern Texas city of 
Santa Fe, a sheriff told the 
media.

The shooting began 
shortly after 7.30 a.m., 
at Santa Fe High School 
in Galveston County, Ed 
Gonzalez, the sheriff of 
neighbouring Harris Coun-
ty, said, Efe reported.

Gonzalez said one sus-
pect was in custody and 
that a second “possible 
person of interest” also had 
been detained.
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Rescue teams search through the wreckage site of a Boeing 737 that plummeted into a cassava field with more than 100 passengers on board, 
in Havana, Cuba, Friday, May 18, 2018. The Cuban airliner crashed just after takeoff from Havana’s international airport in Havana, Cuba. 

More than 100 killed in Cuba airliner crash

Cleric Sadr wins Iraq poll but 
forming government far off

Malaysia’s Najib summoned to anti-corruption agency— Report

Russia unveils world’s first 
floating nuclear power station

Guterres working to make UN great again — Trump17 killed in 
Afghanistan flood

One dead in another 
US school shooting

Nagaland Board of School Education
Kohima

NOTIFICATION NO. 29/2018
Dated Kohima, the 18th May 201

NO.NBE-2/EX-10/2018-19  ::  The examination routine for the High School 
Leaving Certificate Examination (Compartmental) 2018 is hereby notified for 
information of all concerned. 

 Date Day Subject 
  (Time 9 am to 12 noon)  
 11th June 2018  Monday Science 
12th June 2018  Tuesday Social Sciences 
13th June 2018  Wednesday Mathematics 
14th June 2018  Thursday Sixth Subjects: 
   i. FIT 
   ii. BK & Accountancy 
   iii. Environmental Education
   iv. IT (Vocational) (9 to 11 a.m.) 
15th June 2018 Friday Second Language 
   i. Tenyidie 
   ii. Alternative English 
16th June 2018  Saturday English 

(Mrs. Asano Sekhose) 
Chairman 

Note : Examination routine shall not be altered in the event of any unexpected holiday. 
However, in case of cancellation or postponement of the date(s) of examination, it shall 
be notified through the media.

KG-2527

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

CHOZUBA: PHEK

NOTICEN0.JUDL/SUCC-20/2012-13/43 Dated Chozuba, the 8th May, 2018

Whereas Smti. VESALU SAPU W/o LATE. THUPU-O SAPU a resident of Phuhgimi Village has applied 
for Succession Certificate in her name under the Indian Succession Act 1925, to enable her/him to draw/
claim dues and benefit in r/o her Late husband- Lt. Thupu-o Sapu  who was working as 1st Grd DB E.A.C  
Office Sekruzu under the establishment of ADC-Chozuba (Department) and expired on 20-02-2018.
Public are asked to file claims/ objection if any, within 30 days from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/- (JAPHETH WOCH)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Chozuba, Phek, NagalandK-1697
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Amitabh Bachchan honoured for being 
‘bridge builder between India and Europe’
Megastar Amitabh Bachchan has been honoured by European Union for strength-
ening Europe-India cultural ties. The 75-year-old actor took to Twitter to share the 
pictures from the award ceremony and thanked EU Ambassador Tomasz Kozlowski 
for bestowing him with the honour.  “Thanks to #EU Ambassador Kozlowski @
EU_Amb_India #EUIndiaEkSaath, for bestowing a prestigious award on me from 
the EU for being a bridge builder between India and Europe,” Bachchan tweeted.  
Kozlowski responded to the actor’s post on the microblogging site saying his films 
bring European cinema lovers close to the Indian culture. ? Daughter Shweta ac-
companied Bachchan for the award ceremony.  (PTI)

AP/PTI

Britain’s Prince Harry and Meghan Markle stand, prior to the start of their wedding ceremony, at St. George’s 
Chapel in Windsor Castle in Windsor, near London, England, Saturday, May 19, 2018. 

Prince Harry marries Meghan MarkleRuopfüzhano Whiso to 
represent Nagaland at 
Femina Miss India 2018

Backstreet 
Boys might 
unveil two 
albums 
this year

‘Deadpool 2’ is the best super-hero film since ‘Logan’

Priyanka sports chic dress 
suit at royal wedding

B
ritain’s Prince Harry and Meghan 
Markle were today pronounced 
man and wife at the iconic St 
George’s Chapel in Windsor Cas-
tle where the couple exchanged 

wedding vows in the presence of 600 guests 
as millions of people around the world 
watched the historic event.

The service was conducted by the Dean 
of Windsor with Justin Welby, the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury and the spiritual head 
of the Anglican Church, overseeing the ex-
change of vows. A black US bishop, Michael 
Bruce Curry, gave the wedding address.

Harry, 33, and Meghan, 36, became the 
sixteenth Royal Couple to celebrate their 
Marriage at Windsor Castle since 1863.

Harry was seen smiling as Meghan en-
tered the Chapel with Prince Charles.

Prince Charles stepped into the role of 
Meghan’s father and walked her down the 
aisle for her marriage with Harry after it was 
confirmed that her father Thomas Markle 
Sr would not be attending the wedding 
ceremony due to ill-health.

The 69-year-old heir to the British 
throne has some practice of this role, having 
previously escorted Alexandra Knatchbull, 
the daughter of his close friend, down the 
aisle at her high society wedding to Thomas 
Hooper in 2016. 

The newly-wed royal couple would be 
doing a tour of the city centre of Windsor 
in a traditional horse-driven Ascot Landau 

carriage.
Prince Harry’s niece, three-year-old 

Princess Charlotte, was one of the six young 
girls chosen as bridesmaids at the wedding 
and her elder brother, Prince George, aged 
four, was a pageboy among a total of 10 
children chosen for the roles.

The royal couple choose modern touch 
to their marriage ceremony.

Instead of using traditional vows, the 
royal couple selected words from The 
Marriage Service from Common Worship 
(2000). They pledged themselves to one 
another: “for better, for worse, for richer, for 
poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and 
to cherish, till death us do part”.

The marriage service featured contem-
porary language - using the word “you” 
instead of “thee” and “thou” and offers 
the most flexibility in the choice of read-
ings and prayers. Senior members of the 
Royal family and a raft of celebrities were 
among the 600 invited guests and another 
2,640 members of the public watched the 
ceremony from the grounds of Windsor 
Castle.

Markle’s family feud took a new turn 
when it was announced that her father 
wont be attending the wedding after al-
legedly staging paparazzi for photographs 
that sold for a reported 100,000 pounds 
-- in a breach of royal etiquette ahead of the 
meticulously planned big day.

PTI

F
BB Colors 
Femina Miss 
India Nagaland 
2018 Ruopfüzh-
ano Whiso is all 

set to represent the state 
of Nagaland in the 55th 
edition of the Femina 
Miss India 2018 sched-
uled to be held on June 
19 at Yash Raj Film Studio 
in Mumbai. 

She will be competing 
with 29 contestants from 
across the country for the 
ultimate crown wherein 
the reigning title holder 
and Miss World 2017 
Manushi Chhillar from 

Haryana will crown her 
successor at the end of 
the event.

Eighteen year old 
Ruopfüzhano Whiso 
from Khonoma village 
has recently passed out 
her HSSLC from Little 
Flower Higher Second-
ary School, Kohima in 
first division. From a 
humble background, 
Whiso is also a simple 
and a humble girl who 
loves to read books and 
loves animals.

A girl who has the 
drive to learn new 
things and not afraid 

P
opular pop 
group Back-
street Boys 
unveiled their 
new single 

titled “Dont go breaking 
my heart” earlier this 
week. Considering that 
2018 marks their 25th 
year together, they will be 
unveiling a new album or 
maybe two.

“To me, it sounds like 
if you were to mash-up 
The Weeknd with the Bee 
Gees. It’s reminiscent of 
old-school Backstreet 
Boys, like ‘Millenium’ 
days, with a more modern 
twist to it. It’s a feel-good 
record,” AJ McLean, one 
of the members of the 
group, told ew.com.

“The album is slowly 
starting to take shape. 
There’s been songs that 
are pop-country, songs 
that are straight urban 
R&B, songs like ‘Don’t go 
breaking my heart’, which 
is almost borderline EDM. 
We are fans of all walks 
of music and that’s what 
you’re going to hear on 
this album,” he added.

Another album?
“The fans might get 

two albums this year. To 
commemorate the anni-
versary, we got a lot going 
on. You’re going to get a 
brand new 10th album 
with all new material 
and then you might get a 
few surprises on another 
album, who knows? Never 
count the Backstreet Boys 
out,” said Backstreet Boys 
member Brian Littrell.

IANS

A
If we can overlook the 
excessive gore ,including 
a scene of violence where 
the subversive superhe-
roic hero is ripped into 

two halves, “Deadpool 2” provides 
more fun zones in its speedened 
narrative ambit, for the uninitiated 
and the initiated, than any other su-
perhero film in recent times except 
Logan which was a different beast 
altogether.

“Deadpool 2” like its game-
changing prequel in 2016 plays hav-
oc with our notions of super-hero-
ism. It chooses to cut our hero down 
to size -- literally, when he loses his 
legs.And then enjoys watching him 
squirm. Ryan Reynolds enjoys being 
in squirmy situations. Anyone who 
can go through Green Lantern has 
to be super-hero of the squirmy 
stratosphere. It wouldn’t be way off 
the mark to call Reynolds’ character 
the King Of Squirm. 

“Deadpool 2” is high on irony, 
the biggest irony being a star of 
Ryan Reynolds’ stature and cha-
risma going masked, hooded and 

unrecognizable to the naked eye 
for most of the film. But here is the 
thing: Reynolds makes the charac-
ter’s squalid anonymity an occasion 
for jibes and pokes at everything 
that we hold sacred in the realm of 
the super-hero cinema.

This is the super-hero film that 
dares to subvert the genre without 
making the act of subversion seem 
like a super-heroic feat. The second 
Deadpool film is sassier, and yes, 
sadder than the first. It is not as ball-
sy as the first film. The daredevilry 
of the original occasionally seems 
simulated in the second film.

While making seemingly face-
tious middlefinger jokes on circum-
venting the super-hero’s super-ego, 
the script -- handsome and hectic 
as it happens to be -- also takes time 
off to mediate on love loss and, yes, 
child abuse.

The theme theme of paedo-
philia runs dangerously close to a 
satirical mood. I think that’s a really 
risky path for “Deadpool” to take. 
Yet the plot manages to steer the 
angry abused character of the mu-
tant boy Russell (played by Julian 
Dennison) into the restricted area 
without forsaking the mood of farci-
cal heroics that runs insouciantly 
through the narrative. 

Coursing through the veins of 
this vigorous anti-superhero drama 

are elements of deep disenchant-
ment with the repetitive valour of 
the super-hero genre. The team-
squad that our hero sets up to com-
bat the villain Cable (Josh Brolin)’s 
might, is almost like a joke, a mad 
sad tattered version of the super-
hero lineup in “The Avengers”, and 
more fun for this reason only.

Because “Deadpool” doesn’t 
take itself seriously, I found myself 
more involved with its crushing 
blows aimed at the genre. The so-
lemnity of super-heroism is ripped 
away, not always very effectively or 
smoothly. But this rough ride is well 
worth our time, specially the ‘Bol-
lywood’ references, like Deadpool’s 
Indian sidekick Dopinder (played 
by Karan Soni) and the pure-lead 
coin gifted to the hero by his dead 
wife which saves his life. Pure Bol-
lywood cornball served up with 
unapologetic cheekiness.

Then there is Ranveer Singh, 
dipping and dubbing Ryan Rey-
nolds’ smartass lines with so much 
colloquial colour .

Yup, Manmohan Desai would 
have loved “Deadpool 2” which by 
the way, is far more engaging than 
the first “Deadpool” movie. And it 
makes more sense out of the chaos 
of the Marvel universe than “The 
Avengers”.

IANS

I
nternation-
ally ac-
claimed In-
dian actress 
Priyanka 

Chopra sported 
a chic dress 
suit at actress 
Meghan Mar-
kle and Prince 
Harry’s wedding 
at the St. George’s 
Chapel on Sat-
urday.

The “Quan-
tico” actress was 
seen wear-
ing a Vivienne 
Westwood suit 
and fascina-
tor. She was 
photographed 
walking into 
the ceremony 
alongside actress 
Abigail Spencer. 
Her outfit was 
hand-crafted in a 
light heather grey 
summer tweed, 
with a soft pear-
lescent sheen, 
reports eonline.
com. 

Priyanka, who 
is close friends 
with Markle, 
opened up about 
attending the 
royal ceremony 
at The Jenny Mc-
Carthy Show.

The couple’s 
wedding comes 
six months after 
they announced 
their engage-
ment to the 
world. Harry 
proposed to Mar-
kle after about a 
year and half of 
dating.

IANS

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

Deadpool 2 (Eng) 2D: 11 am, 2 pm, 5 pm and 8 pm

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Film: “Deadpool 2”; 
Director: “David M. 
Leich”; Starring: Ryan 
Reynolds, Josh Brolin

AP/PTI

Priyanka Chopra arrive for the wedding cer-
emony of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle.

of failures, Whiso in an 
interview said ‘beauty 
pageant makes me hap-
py and it defines who 
I am’. She is someone 
who believes the impor-
tance of education and 
can never be ignored or 
overlooked.

Whiso, along with 
other contestants are 
currently in Mumbai for 
the final journey, and 
requires support from the 
people back home.

Fans and supporters 
can vote for her at toi.in/
superjudge, an online 
portal for voting on who 
they think will win the 
Miss India Crown, and 
also donate and help 
Ruopfuzhano Whiso to 
spread smiles for Chil-
dren Help Foundation 
(CHF) by following the 
link missindia2018.ketto.
org.

Soliciting the sup-
port of the people at 
home, Whiso wrote ‘It’s 
time to be generous and 
donate some funds for 
the smile of the children 
of our country. Go to the 
link mentioned and to 
my profile and donate 
as much as you can. So 
guys, lets spread it for 
the smile of the children 
of our state. If I get the 
highest donations our 
state gets all the donation 
collected by 30 contest-
ants.’

Supporters and fans 
can follow her to get 
the latest updates and 
information on face-
book and instagram @
ruopfu_whiso and also @
basn_nagaland.

Our Correspondent 
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Germany Coach Joachim Loew, right, talks to Mario Goetze before extra time in the World Cup final 
against Argentina. (FIle Photo)

Iniesta has won 30 major honours as a Barcelona player.

Juan Martin del Porto

Antonio Conte

Chennai Super Kings skipper MS Dhoni with his Delhi Daredevils 
counterpart S Iyer during toss of IPL T20 cricket match, in New Delhi.

PTI

 File photo of PV Sindhu
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Munich, May 19 (AFP): Ger-
many coach Joachim Loew 
has said he regrets telling 
Mario Goetze to ‘show the 
world you’re better than (Li-
onel) Messi’ during the Brazil 
2014 final as the midfielder 
has since struggled to live up 
to his billing as a World Cup 
winner.

Goetze, 25, has been left 
out of the squad for 2018 
World Cup, which kicks off 
on June 14 in Russia, after an 
erratic season with Borussia 
Dortmund.

Loew says he feels partly 
responsible for the pres-
sure the struggling Goetze 
has been under to prove he 
is still the player who won 
the World Cup for Germany 
nearly four years ago.

“ That  sentence was 
a spontaneous idea,” said 
Loew at an event in Berlin 
on Friday.

“Whether this was good 
in hindsight, I do not know.

“In that moment, you 
don’t think about things that 
could happen afterwards.

“I made the mistake of 
making the sentence public 
afterwards.”

Loew uttered the immor-
tal words to Goetze shortly 
before the midfielder ran 
on in the 88th minute of the 
final against Argentina at Rio 
de Janeiro’s Maracana with 
the score goalless.

Loew regrets telling Goetze 
‘show you’re better than Messi’

Conte focused on securing FA Cup 
success amid Chelsea exit talk

Chennai Super Kings must improve, says DhoniBarcelona honours Andres Iniesta 

Uphill task for Indian shuttlers 
at Thomas and Uber Cup Finals

Groin strain puts Del Potro’s 
French Open in jeopardy

Badminton federation swats 
down new scoring plan

London, May 19 (Reu-
ters): Chelsea manager 
Antonio Conte said he is 
focused on making sure 
his side finish the season 
with a trophy in Satur-
day’s FA Cup final against 
Manchester United rath-
er than commenting on 
speculation over his fu-
ture at Stamford Bridge.

So c c e r  Fo o t b a l l  - 
Chelsea - Antonio Conte 
FA Cup Final Press Con-
ference - Cobham Train-
ing Centre,  Cobham, 
Britain - May 18, 2018 
Chelsea manager An-
tonio Conte during the 
press conference Action 
Images via Reuters/Tony 
O’Brien/Files

A 3-0 defeat at New-
castle United on the fi-
nal day of the Premier 
League season ended 

Chelsea’s hopes of Cham-
pions League qualifica-
tion as they finished fifth 
in the standings.

According to British 
media reports, Conte 
is expected to leave the 
London side at the end of 
the campaign after disa-
greements with the club 
hierarchy over transfer 
policy.

When asked if the fi-
nal at Wembley will be his 
last game with Chelsea, 
Conte said: “I don’t know.

“For sure I think we 
must be focused on to-
morrow’s game. For us 
this game is very impor-
tant because we have, in a 
difficult season, to finish 
the season with a trophy.

“It’s always important 
for the players, for the 
coach, for the manager, 

for our fans, for the club, 
to finish the season with 
a trophy.

“We’re focused on this 
target. We have to try to 
do everything to win the 
game tomorrow.”

Saturday’s clash pits 
Conte against United 
manager Jose Mourinho, 
who won the FA Cup with 
Chelsea in 2007.

The duo have been 
involved in a war of words 
since the start of last sea-
son but they shook hands 
during their league meet-
ing at Old Trafford in Feb-
ruary.

“There is a normal 
relationship between him 
and me,” Conte added. 
“I will shake his hand 
tomorrow, for sure. And 
then we will think about 
the game.”

Chelsea playmaker 
Eden Hazard believes 
victory at Wembley can 
salvage a disappointing 
season.

“A t  t h e  m o m e n t 
we have nothing,” the 
27-year-old Belgian told 
reporters. “We are not 
qualified for the Champi-
ons League next season, 
so this season has been 
bad.

“We can save a little 
bit of the season with this 
trophy, so we will give 
everything. I never won 
the FA Cup in six years. 
I hope this year is for me 
and for Chelsea.”

New Delhi, May 19 (IANS): 
Despondent after the loss 
to Delhi Daredevils in their 
Indian Premier League 
(IPL) clash here on Fri-
day, Chennai Super Kings 
(CSK) skipper Mahendra 
Singh Dhoni asserted that 
his team need to pick up 
their socks in the knockout 
stages.

Needing 163 runs for a 
win, the CSK chase never 
really took off as they fell 
short by 34 runs at the 
Ferozeshah Kotla.

“Keep strengthening 
what your strengths are, 
at the same time also 
strengthen your weak-
nesses. We also want to 
improve in certain ar-
eas,” Dhoni said after the 
game. 

“They need to be men-
tally ready for this than 
physically. I think apart 
from that, we are doing 
well. If we get our death 
bowling sorted out, it will 

Barcelona, May 19 (IANS): 
FC Barcelona bid their of-
ficial farewell to long-time 
captain Andres Iniesta with 
an event at Camp Nou that 
highlighted the legendary 
midfielder’s role in the team’s 
tremendous success over the 
past decade.

Iniesta, 34, joined the 
Barcelona organisation as a 
12-year-old, playing in the 
youth divisions and the B 
team before being promoted 
to the main squad in 2002, 
reports Efe news agency.

The entire team and 
coaching staff, current and 
former club executives, Ini-
esta’s family, ex-teammates 
Samuel Eto’o and Xavi Her-
nandez, and world-class 
athletes from other sports 
such as NBA stars Pau and 
Marc Gasol were among the 
roughly 300 invited guests 
on Friday.

Journalist Jordi Evole 
played the role of master 
of ceremonies, introducing 
Sergio Busquets, Xavi, Eto’o, 
Gerard Pique, Jordi Alba and 
others who took the micro-
phone to share anecdotes 
from a podium crowded with 
trophies representing the 32 
titles Iniesta has won with 

Bangkok (Thailand), May 
19 (PTI): A depleted but 
young team, led by Saina 
Nehwal and HS Prannoy, 
will face the ardous task 
of punching above their 
weight when they com-
pete in the Thomas and 
Uber Cup Final starting 
here tomorrow.

With senior shuttlers 
such as world no 3 P V 
Sindhu and world no 4 
Kidambi Srikanth being 
rested, Saina and Prannoy 
will be the only star at-
traction at the world team 
championships, where the 
womens team won two 
bronze medals in the last 
two editions, while their 
men counterparts failed 
to make it to the knockout 
stage in last eight years.

Besides world No 9 
Prannoy, the men?s team 
boasts of Singapore Open 
champion B Sai Pra-
neeth, Swiss Open win-
ner Sameer Verma and 
world No 10 (junior rank-
ings) Lakshay Sen in the 
singles.

National champion 
pair of Manu Attri and B 
Sumeeth Reddy and the 
young combo of Arjun 
MR and Shlok Ramach-
andran will have to han-
dle the responsibility in 
doubles.

I n d i a  h a v e  b e e n 
clubbed with France, Aus-
tralia and formidable Chi-
na in Group A of Thomas 
Cup and Prannoy and Co 
know they cant effort any 
slip up when they open 

their campaign against 
France tomorrow.

“Competition is tough. 
We have a good young 
team and we can come 
back with a medal but first 
we are focussed on beating 
France and make it to the 
knockout stage,? Praneeth 
told PTI.

“France is not an easy 
team. Brice Leverdez and 
Lucas Corvee are good 
and we can?t take them 
for guaranteed. If we beat 
France we are through to 
quarterfinal and then we 
can sit and strategies and 
if we get a good team such 
as Indonesia or Korea, we 
have good chance in sin-
gles,” he added.

Given the fact that 
Indias strength lies in 

BUENOS AIRES, May 19 
(Reuters): Juan Martin 
del Porto has suffered a 
groin strain and is a doubt 
for the French Open, the 
Argentine world number 
six said on Friday.

Del Porto was forced 
to pull out of the Italian 
Open in Rome on Thurs-
day after feeling a pain in 
his left groin. At the time, 
the 2009 U.S. Open cham-
pion was 2-6 5-4 down in 
his last 16 encounter to 
Belgian David Goffin.

“After the medical ex-
aminations today, it has 
been determined that 

I have suffered a groin 
strain (grade 1) in Rome,” 
the 29-year-old Del Potro 
said on his verified Twitter 
account.

“I have started to do 
rehab and will evaluate 
the situation in the up-
coming days to decide 
whether I can play the 
French Open.”

The injury comes at 
a bad time for Del Potro, 
who has started the sea-
son well with tournament 
wins in Acapulco and In-
dian Wells. The French 
Open starts on May 27 in 
Paris.

Bangkok, May 19 (AFP): Badminton’s global governing 
body swatted down a plan on Saturday to adopt a new 
scoring system that favours faster matches after play-
ers and associations expressed angst over the proposed 
changes.

The Badminton World Federation was considering 
amending the rules to make sets shorter in a shift that 
supporters argued would attract more fans to the sport, 
which already has a large following in Asia.

But the proposal, which would have seen players 
compete against each other in the best of five 11-point sets 
instead of the current set up of three 21-point sets, failed 
to pass, according to a Facebook post on the organisation’s 
official page.

The decision followed a wave of opposition from some 
of the sport’s top shuttlers. Earlier in the day, the men’s 
world number one Viktor Axelsen said the new rules could 
disrupt the physically grueling aspect of competition and 
make it less interesting to watch.

Speaking in the Thai capital ahead of the prestigious 
biennial Thomas and Uber Cups, which start on Sunday, 
Axelsen told reporters that changes would come too close 
to the Olympics and that in any case they would “take out 
the more physical part of the game”.

“I’m afraid we won’t see that as much if we play to 11 
points even though it’s five sets,” he said.

“Also I know that some of the matches might be sort 
of boring to watch if there is too big of a difference in the 
level of players.”

“I think that 21 points it’s fine, I don’t think it’s a prob-
lem,” the men’s world champion added. “So I’d rather 
continue with how things are.” A video posted by the 
federation explaining some of the ideas said they would 
result in “more peaks, more intensity”.

Axelsen is returning to compete again with reigning 
Thomas Cup champions Denmark, who in 2016 made 
history by becoming the first non-Asian team to take the 
trophy.

In addition to scoring, the federation is also looking at 
the question of match fixing after two Malaysian players 
were accused of it and handed career-ending bans and 
fines by the BWF this month.

The post did not provide details on any other deci-
sions. Competition for the men’s Thomas Cup and the 
women’s Uber Cup begins Sunday morning with teams 
squaring off across four courts throughout the day.

Goetze, who was only 
22 during the Brazil 2014 
finals, wrote himself into 
World Cup folklore when 
his chest-and-volley goal 
in the 113th minute of 
the final won Germany 
the title.

Su p e r s t a r  L i o n e l 
Messi had to settle for a 
runners-up medal with 
his Argentina team after 

losing 1-0 as Germany 
lifted the trophy.

However, since then 
Goetze has struggled for 
form following injury 
and illness in his two sea-
sons back at Borussia 
Dortmund after an un-
happy three-year stint 
with Bayern Munich.

L o e w  s a y s  t h e 
2017/18 campaign has 

‘not been his (Goetze’s) 
season’ and admits it was 
a hard choice leaving the 
Dortmund play-maker 
out of Germany’s extend-
ed 27-man World Cup 
squad, which was named 
last Tuesday.

The head coach feels 
his ‘show you’re better 
than Messi’ comment 
“didn’t helped Mario 

over the following few 
months” after the World 
Cup as “he was always 
measured” by his stun-
ning impact off the bench 
in the final.

“If a player scores the 
decisive goal in the final 
at such a young age, it can 
be a burden later,” added 
Loew.

“This season was not 
what we have all wished 
for from Mario Goetze.”

Having scored 17 goals 
in 63 appearances for Ger-
many, Goetze has vowed 
to win back his place and 
wished the champions 
all the best for the World 
Cup.

“Of course I am sad 
that I won’t be participat-
ing at the World Cup, but I 
will do everything I can to 
get back into the squad,” 
Goetze wrote on Twitter 
on Saturday.

Germany open their 
defence against Mexico 
in Moscow on June 17 
having also drawn Swe-
den and South Korea in 
Group F.

“I hope the guys, the 
coaches and the back-
room staff have a good 
time in Russia and I’ll 
keep my fingers crossed 
for all of them that they 
become world champi-
ons.” 

Barcelona, including the 
2017-2018 La Liga and 
Copa del Rey.

“These final hours are 
not passing easily. It’s dif-
ficult to accept it and to 
think that the moment 
is coming to leave the 
club. I’m trying to enjoy 
it to the max, especially 
on Sunday when I will 
say goodbye to what has 
been my home,” Iniesta 

said two days ahead of his 
final match with Barça.

The tribute began 
with the screening of 
a video about Iniesta’s 
career featuring com-
mentary by former Bar-
celona stars Pau Gasol, 
Iker Casillas, Pep Guar-
diola, Luis Enrique Mar-
tinez, Marc Marquez and 
Franck Ribery, among 
many others.

“I am left with the 
pride I feel for having 
grown as a person and 
player in this club, for me 
it’s the best in the world,” 
a choked-up Iniesta said 
to a standing ovation.

Sunday’s match at the 
Camp Nou against Real 
Sociedad will be Iniesta’s 
chance to say his good-
byes to Barcelona sup-
porters.

be very good. Still have 
one more game and then 
into the eliminators (play-
offs), so let’s see. (On death 
bowling worries) We’ll try 
to manage it, that’s what 
the reality is,” he added.

Despite the loss, CSK 
continue to hold on to the 
second spot on the IPL 
table with 16 points.

With a spot in the top 
two already assured, CSK 
have already qualified for 
the play-offs.

Admitting that the 
CSK batsmen should have 
done better, Dhoni praised 
the Delhi bowlers for their 
performance on Friday.

“I think the wicket 
slightly got more difficult 
in the second half. I think 
it was evident, nobody 
was middling it well in our 
innings,” he said.

“Wicket kept getting 
slower and slower. Their 
bowlers also bowled really 
well,” he added.

singles, especially with 
Commonwealth Games 
silver medallists doubles 
pair of Satwik Rankireddy 
and Chirag Shetty not in 
the team, the countrys 
campaign will largely de-
pend on the three singles 
matches.

The womens team, on 
the other hand, have been 
placed along side Cana-
da, Australia and heavy-
weights Japan in group A 
and they would need to 
bring out their best to fin-
ish in top two and make it 
to the quarterfinals.

The womens team is 
more depleted and inex-
perienced as apart from 
Sindhu, Commonwealth 
Games bronze medal-
lists pair of Ashwini Pon-
nappa and N Sikki Reddy 
too couldnt make it to the 
team with the latter being 
diagnosed with Typhoid 
a couple of weeks back.

While Saina is expect-
ed to pull off her matches, 
it would be a tall ask for 
16-year-old Vaishnavi 
Jakka Reddy, world No 
64 Sai Krishna Priya and 
Anura Prabhu Desai and 
Vaishanavi Bhale to out-
shine their opponents in 
the singles match, espe-
cially against Japan and 
Canada.

The doubles combi-
nation of Prajakta Sa-
want/Sanyogita Ghor-
pade and Poorvisha S 
Ram/Meghana J too will 
have to produce some-
thing special  to sal-
vage any hopes of a win 
against their formidable 
opponents such as Japan. 



12 SPORTS
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Sunday, May 20, 2018

C
M

YK

Printed and published by Vimenuo Keditsu for Nagaland Free Press Society at Eastern Publication House, Circular Road, Dimapur. Executive Editor: K.Wapong Longkumer. TEL NOS.: 246001, 225507 (DIMAPUR), 2291977 (KOHIMA). FAX: (03862) 245558 (DIMAPUR) 
EMAIL: easternmirror@gmail.com | RNI No. NAGENG/2002/07906

FOR ADVERTISING ENQUIRIES: DIMAPUR OFFICE: 03862-225507 FAX: 03862-225525  EMAIL: easternadvt@gmail.com  | KOHIMA OFFICE: 0370-2291977 / CIRCULATION: TEL: +91 7085065125

Gopal spins Royals to victory, sends 
Kohli's RCB out of play-offs equation

Buffon bids tearful farewell 
to Juve after 656 games

Nadal beats Djokovic to reach 10th Rome Masters final

Tseminyu football vanguards eye Kohima Football League glory 

Froome conquers Zoncolan 
climb as Yates extends Giro lead

Celtic win unprecedented double 
treble with cup final success

Svitolina sinks Kontaveit 
to return to Rome final

Juventus' Gianluigi Buffon is applauded by Giorgio Chiellini and team mates as he gestures to the 
fans after being substituted off.

Vanguard FC after winning the 3rd Captain Kenguruse Memorial Football Champion Trophy at the  
Kohima local ground on September 21,2017 .(File photo) 

Scott Brown hoists the Scottish Cup aloft after Celtic’s win over Motherwell.

Chris Froome celebrates as he crosses the finish line after a 
gruelling climb on Monte Zoncolan.

Rafael Nadal

Royal Challengers Bangalore skipper Virat Kohli walks back to pavilion after being bowled out by 
Rajasthan Royals' Krishna Gautam during their IPL T20 cricket match, in Jaipur, on Saturday

PTI

Jaipur, May 19 (PTI): Young 
Shreyas Gopal spun a web 
around a star-studded 
Royal Challengers Banga-
lore batting line-up with a 
brilliant four for 16, help-
ing Rajasthan Royals to a 
30-run victory to keep his 
side in the reckoning for a 
play-offs berth in the IPL, 
here today.

The 24-year-old leg-
spinner led a fine bowling 
display by the home side as 
it shot RCB out for just 134 
in 19.2 overs after opening 
batsman Rahul Tripathi 
had helped the Royals post 
a competitive 164/5 with 
a solid unbeaten 80 off 58 
balls.

The Royals opted to bat 
in their final league game.

South African superstar 
AB de Villiers briefly threat-
ened to take the game away 
in RCB's favour with a 35-
ball 53 but Gopal and his 
bowling colleagues en-
sured Royals' victory.

Pacers Jaydev Unadkat 
and Ben Laughlin chipped 
in with two wickets apiece 
while off-spinner Krish-
nappa Gowtham took one 
wicket as RCB's hopes for 
a play-offs berth went up 
in smokes. RCB ended 
the tournament with 12 
points from 14 matches. 
They are now sixth in the 
standings.

With this win, the Roy-
als climbed to fourth spot 
with 14 points from 14 
matches. Royals' chances 
for a play-offs berth are, 

however, not in their hands 
as the remaining matches 
tomorrow will decide their 
fate.

RCB's run chase be-
gan on a bright note with 
Parthiv hitting two sixes 
in the first over off Jofra 
Archer, but Virat Kohli (4) 
continued his inconsistent 
run of form, as he failed to 
get the runs at the other 
end.

Kohli was out in the 
third over off Gowtham. 
The India captain charged 
down the ground and he 
swiped, only for the ball to 
spin in from a length and 
hit his stumps.

De Villiers came out 
and smashed Archer and 
Laughlin for three and two 
fours respectively in the 
next two overs, apparently 
in a bid to overhaul the 
target in 15.5 overs to bet-
ter Mumbai Indians' net 
run rate.

De Villiers and Parthiv 
stitched 55 runs for the 
second wicket to keep RCB 
in the hunt to reach the tar-
get. The South African kept 
one end intact for more 
then seven overs but wick-
ets kept on falling at the 
other end. Moeen Ali (1), 
Mandeep Singh (3) and 
Colin de Grandhomme (2) 

fell cheaply in quick suc-
cession.

When de Villiers was 
out in the 12th over to be-
come Gopal's second wick-
et, with Heinrich Klaasen 
doing a good stumping job 
after the South African su-
perstar misread the googly, 
the match had virtually 
gone out of RCB's grasp.

The RCB tail was ex-
posed and then, Sarfaraz 
Khan (7) and Umesh Yadav 
(0), fell in consecutive de-
liveries off Laughlin in the 
16th over.

Earlier, India pacer 
Umesh Yadav grabbed 
three wickets for 25 runs 

in a superb spell to restrict 
Rajasthan to 164 for 5.

Umesh got the scalps 
of key batsmen in the form 
of opener Archer (0), cap-
tain Ajinkya Rahane (33) 
and Sanju Samson (0), 
and though the Royals re-
covered from a slow start, 
they failed to get the final 
flourish.

The absence of Eng-
lishmen Jos Buttler and 
Ben Stokes, both of whom 
left the side for national 
duty, was felt during the 
must-win match.

The other opener 
Tripathi rose to the oc-
casion with an unbeaten 
80 off 58 balls, hitting five 
fours and a six. Rahane 
and Klassen (32 off 21 
deliveries) made useful 
contributions at the Sawai 
Mansingh Stadium.

Tripathi's 99-run sec-
ond wicket partnership 
with Rahane resurrected 
the Royals innings after the 
slow start.

The home side were 
well placed at one point at 
101 for 1 in the 12th over 
but duel strike by Umesh 
pegged them back. 

Tripathi, who has not 
been among the runs this 
year, came good today, 
reaching his fifty in 38 
balls. 

Rahane missed out on 
his half century once again 
as he was declared out leg 
before after DRS review 
while trying to work the 
ball to the leg side.

Italy, May 19 (Reuters) 
:Talismanic goalkeeper 
Gianluigi Buffon bid a 
tearful farewell to Juventus 
after 17 seasons at the club 
when he played his last 
match for them in a 2-1 
win over relegated Verona 
on Saturday.

The Turin side, who 
clinched their seventh 
consecutive Serie A title 
a week ago, were leading 
2-0 when Buffon was sub-
stituted just after the hour 
in his 656th appearance 
for the club in all competi-
tions.

The 2006 World Cup 
winner handed his cap-
tain’s armband to mid-
fielder Claudio Marchisio 
then hugged several team 
mates and rival players as 

he left the field in tears to a 
standing ovation. He then 
walked around the perim-
eter, shaking hands with 
supporters in the front 
row.

Buffon, who won nine 
Serie A and four Coppa 
Italia titles with Juventus 
and had kept 300 clean 
sheets heading into Satur-
day’s match, was replaced 
by third-choice goalkeeper 
Carlo Pinsoglio, who made 
his first appearance for the 
club.

B u f f o n ,  w h o  a n -
nounced on Thursday that 
he would leave Juventus at 
the end of the season, had 
one save to make when 
he blocked a shot by Mo-
hamed Fares in the first 
half.

Daniele Rugani put 
Juventus ahead four min-
utes after halftime from 
a rebound when Douglas 
Costa’s shot was parried by 
Verona goalkeeper Nicolas 
and Miralem Pjanic added 
a second from a free kick 
three minutes later.

Alessio Cerci scored a 
consolation for Verona in 
the 76th minute.

Full back Stephan Li-
chtsteiner, also playing his 
final match for Juventus 
after seven seasons at the 
club, had a penalty saved 
by Nicolas in the 85th min-
ute.

Juventus completed 
the 38-match campaign 
with 95 points from 30 
wins, five draws and three 
defeats.

Rome, May 19 (AFP): Ra-
fael Nadal closed in on an 
eighth Rome Masters title 
as he dismissed old rival 
Novak Djokovic 7-6 (7/4), 
6-3 on Saturday to reach 
the final for a record-ex-
tending 10th time.

The last-four success 
will give the Spanish top 
seed added confidence 
ahead of the French 
Open, where he has won 
a record 10 titles.

Nadal, still unbeaten 
in semi-finals at the Foro 
Italico, unleashed a trade-
mark clay-court attack af-
ter winning a tight first set 
lasting well over an hour.

"I need to be able to 
play my best tomorrow," 
Nadal said of a Sunday fi-
nal against either defend-
ing champion Alexander 
Zverev or Croatian Marin 
Cilic.

"I'm very happy with 
my game. It all worked for 
me, the tactics, the shots."

The 31-year-old world 
number two cut the defi-
cit in his head-to-head 
series with Djokovic to 
26-25, after their 51st 
meeting since first facing 
off in 2006.

But the Serb com-
plained afterwards about 
poor scheduling which 
affected his preparation, 
playing a late-afternoon 
quarter-final on Friday 

Dimapur, May 19 (EMN): 
A football club in Tsemi-
nyu in Kohima district has 
dreams to 'stay ahead' as 
it looks to break obscurity 
and find a place in Na-
galand's football arena. 
The club, Vanguard FC 
- Tseminyu, will be debut-
ing in the second edition 
of the Kohima Football 
League (KFL) this season 
with hopes of making a 
name in the league for-
mat of the game.

KFL started in the 
year 2016 with hopes of 
starting a professional 
league to promote the 
game besides develop-
ing the standard of the 
game in the state. The 
organiser, Kohima Town 
Club (KTC), mentioned 
during the first edition 
that the league would 
create an avenue for tal-
ented footballers to earn 
a livelihood besides lead-
ing the state to a place in 
Indian football with the 
new initiative.

The Tseminyu outfit 
stated in a press release 

Italy, May 19 (Reuters):  
Chris Froome proved to 
be king of the mountain 
as the British rider raced 
back into the reckoning 
by winning Stage 14 of the 
Giro d’Italia on Saturday, 
finishing the brutal climb 
up Monte Zoncolan ahead 
of race leader Simon Yates.

Yates stretched his 
overall lead over defending 
champion Tom Dumoulin 
of the Netherlands to one 
minute 24 seconds, with 
Froome’s first-ever stage 
win at the Italian road race 
rocketing him up to fifth 
place from 12th in the gen-
eral classification.

The four-times Tour de 
France champion, whose 
first two weeks in Italy were 
blighted by injury, still trails 
Yates by three minutes 10 
seconds.

Froome finished the 
186km stage with a lead 
of six seconds as the pelo-
ton disintegrated on what 
is widely regarded to be 
one of the most punish-
ing climbs in European 
cycling.

Rome, May 19 (PTI/AFP): 
Holder Elina Svitolina 
dominated Anett Kontaveit 
6-4, 6-3 in 74 minutes today 
to reach a second straight 
final at the Italian Open.

The Ukrainian will play 
for the trophy in Sunday 
against the winner of the 
high-profile semi-final be-
tween Maria Sharapova 
and top seed Simona Ha-
lep.

The first meeting be-
tween Svitolina and Kon-
taveit featured four breaks 
of serve in the first eight 
games, with the fourth-
seeded defending cham-
pion snatching the early 
lead after 39 minutes.

Svitolina moved to 3-1 
in the second set, reached 
5-3 with an ace and served 
out victory a game later on 
her second match point.

"I'm very proud of my-
self already that I reached 
the final. You know, it was 
really tough, from the 
beginning, from the first 
match," world number 
four Svitolina said.

"I work for these kind of 
matches, I work on it every 
day. When my opponent 
tries to hit everything, I 

have an answer.
"And when my oppo-

nent tries to play maybe 
a little bit more into court 
I can attack, so that's an 
answer.

"Today, I think I was 
very solid with my perfor-
mance. And this was really, 
really good. I'm very proud 
of this, that I could stay re-
ally consistent all match." 
Kontaveit, ranked 26th, has 
been on a roll against top-
10 opponents, upsetting 
second-ranked Caroline 
Wozniacki and No.9 Venus 
Williams this week.

"It was definitely a re-
ally good week for me. She 
was really tough today and 
played really great. I'm only 
taking the positives from 
this week," the Estonian 
said.

"She had an answer to 
everything I gave her, it 
made me maybe try and 
do too much or do things 
I didn't want to do." Svi-
tolina will be bidding to 
win her eighth successive 
final dating back to last 
season as she bids for a 
third title this year after 
winning in Brisbane and 
Dubai.

before returning to court 
on Saturday mid-after-
noon.

Djokovic has rediscov-
ered his form this week 
after months of elbow 
injury problems, includ-
ing an operation earlier 
this year.

Nadal now stands 10-8 
over Djokovic in semi-
finals, with the pair having 
played each other at all 
four Grand Slam tourna-
ments, the ATP Finals, 
Davis Cup, the Olympic 
Games along with eight 
of the nine Masters 1000 
events.

Nadal took 73 minutes 
to win the opening set 
after leading 5-2.

But to take the early 

lead, the top seed had to 
avoid being reeled in by 
Djokovic.

Djokovic, a four-time 
Rome winner and for-
mer world number one, 
battled back to 5-5 with 
a break of the Spaniard 
before the set went to a 
tie-break, which Nadal 
took on the first of two set 
points with a backhand 
winner down the line.

Nadal took a 2-1 lead 
in the second set with an-
other break of Djokovic 
and never lost control.

The top seed kept his 
nose ahead until the end, 
winning on his second 
match point as he fired 
another untouchable 
backhand.

that it had won a few other 
local tournaments. It won 
the previous year's edition 
of the Capt. Kenguruse 
MVC Football Tourna-
ment in Kohima. The team 
will be looking for a major 
break in state level tour-
naments via the KFL. Be-
sides, Vanguard FC will be 
defending a tournament 

called the VFC’s 2nd Open 
Futsal Tourney and the 9th 
Eagles’ Trophy along with 
the Capt. Kenguruse MVC 
Football Tournament this 
year.

Eight teams will be 
participating in this year’s 
KFL. They are reigning 
champions Ziekezou 
Sporting Club and run-

ners-up New Market 
FC; United 16 FC and 
Khriekesa FC, Nagabazar 
FC, Vanguard FC, Sechii 
Zubza FC and Twenty XI 
FC.  Three other teams 
reportedly have opted out 
of the league.

Vanguard FC is stated 
to have more than 50 play-
ers in its fold.

Apart from competing 
in tournaments, the press 
release stated that Van-
guard FC was focused on 
the development of foot-
ball in the Rengma region. 
Since 2015, the club has 
been organizing football 
clinics and selections to 
nurture young talents, it 
was informed. 

The VFC has set up an 
office at Tseminyu besides 
establishing a football 
academy. The academy 
has as staff the club’s cap-
tain Yhunshalo Kemp, 
stated to be a AIFCC ‘D’ 
Licence holder, as the 
academy's coach.

I t s  m o t t o — ‘ s t a y 
ahead’—was chosen to 
push the club to continu-
ally pursue a movement 
that would spread the 
game's popularity and 
development in the region 
and beyond, the press re-
lease implied. That way, 
the team may become a 
motivating factor both 
on the football pitch and 
beyond 'as Vanguards,' the 
updates added. 

Glasgow, May 19 (Reuters): Celtic cruised 
to a record-breaking second successive 
domestic treble on Saturday as they beat 
Motherwell 2-0 to win the Scottish Cup 
final.

First-half goals from Callum McGregor 
and Olivier Ntcham were enough to earn 
the runaway Scottish Premiership cham-
pions a third trophy of the season, repeat-
ing last year’s treble - unprecedented in 

Scottish soccer.
Motherwell hit the woodwork in the 

second half as they staged a spirited rally, 
but as in the League Cup final in Novem-
ber, Celtic triumphed against the same 
side by the same score.

Celtic manager Brendan Rodgers 
has steered the Glasgow side to his 
sixth domestic trophy in two seasons 
in charge.

Zoncolan averages an 
11.9 percent gradient over 
10km, rising to 22 percent 
at its steepest point.

“It is a really special feel-
ing winning on top of that 
climb,” Froome said. “Win-
ning on such a monumen-
tal climb for the race and in 
general is such a good feel-
ing after a such a tough start 
to this race for me.”

Froome and his Team 
Sky team mate Wout Poels 
had their noses in front 
heading into the final 5km, 

with Yates in third and 
world time-trial champion 
Dumoulin neck-and-neck 
with Frenchman Thibaut 
Pinot, but behind Bahrain–
Merida’s Domenico Poz-
zovivo.

Froome attacked with 
just over 4km remaining 
and, with 3km to go, Yates 
followed suit and began 
reeling in the leader.

Froome’s break was 
timed to perfection and de-
spite his frantic final effort, 
Yates fell just short.


