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HSLC and HSSLC results declared INR 5 cr. meant for disabled 
students ‘misappropriated’ – RTI 

NPCC ignites old flame with Apok Jamir  Now, NPF to stake claim to form govt. in Nagaland

Governor’s 
Ramzan wish 

EastErn Mirror

If you are not willing to 
risk the usual, you will 
have to settle for the 

ordinary.

~ Jim Rohn
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Wenger, still in 'shock', sets 
deadline for future plans  |  P11

SC directs Karnataka Assembly 
floor test at 4 pm today |  P8

Dimapur, May 18 (EMN): The Nagaland 
Board of School Education (NBSE) on Fri-
day announced the results of High School 
Leaving Certificate (class 10) and Higher 
Secondary School Leaving Certificate 
exams.     

In HSLC exam, Vivotsonuo Sorhie of 
Mezhür Higher Secondary School, Kohima 
emerged the topper with 98.33%. Nineteen 
students shared the top 10 slots in HSLC 
result. According to the NBSE, 14335 HSLC 
candidates qualified out of 21715 with a 
success percentage of 66.01%.   

“The girls have again done better with 
7448 girls qualifying and 6887 boys qualify-
ing the examination. In the top 20 list, there 
are 37 candidates out of which only 12 are 
boys and the rest i.e. 25 are girls. 

“63 schools secured 100% qualified/
pass percentage. Out of 63, 54 are private 
schools and 9 are government schools. 
This year too, 30 schools have zero/nil 
result (sic) out of which 24 are government 
schools and 4 private schools. 2 govern-
ment schools did not present candidates 
for the HSLC examination,” it informed. 

The performance of government 
schools with success percentage of 40.77% 
this year was worse than last year’s 42.60 %. 
There were 940 students to secure 80% and 
above marks percentage; seven were from 
government schools.     

Again, girls fared better in HSSLC exam. 
“The girls pass percentage at the HSSLC 
Examination 2018 stand at 79.87% and 
the boys at 70.44%. 4 institutions under 
Arts stream, 3 institutions under Science 
stream and 3 institutions under Commerce 
stream secured 100% pass result. 1 private 
institution of commerce stream got zero/
nil result (sic),” the NBSE informed.

The toppers were: Benrithung L 
Jungio of Don Bosco Higher Secondary 
School, Wokha in Arts; Marina Yashmin 
of Pranab Vidyapith Higher Secondary 
School,Dimapur in Commerce; and Vir-
ienuo Emilia Solo of Kohima Science Col-
lege, Jotsoma in Science. 

Dimapur, May 18 (EMN): The 
government of Nagaland in Octo-
ber 2017 suspended three officers 
named in a case of misappropria-
tion of money meant for Inclusive 
Education for the Disabled at Sec-
ondary Stage (IEDSS) under the 
state’s School Education depart-
ment – a case which is currently 
under trial in the court of Special 
Judge, Vigilance Commission.

This information, among oth-
ers, were contained in a response 
from the state’s Vigilance Com-
mission to a Right to Information 
(RTI) query filed by Diethono 
Nakhro, a member of the National 
Committee on Rights of Persons 
with Disability and a former edi-
tor of Eastern Mirror. She made 
the documents available to the 
local press on Friday.

In all, the Vigilance Com-
mission has named six persons 
including a former minister and 
his son. “Investigation estab-
lished prime facie case against 
6 persons: 4 govt. servants (sic), 
1 ex-minister and 1 private (sic) 
person, son of the former min-
ister, for misappropriation of Rs 
5.16 crores IEDSS scheme money 
meant for disabled students.

“During investigation an 
amount of 40,77,650/- (Rupees 
forty lakh seventy seven thousand 
six hundred fifty) IEDSS scheme 
money was recovered from dif-
ferent officials. The case has been 
chargesheeted in December 2017 
and is now under trial in the court 
of Special Judge, Vigilance Com-
mission,” according to the RTI 
document.

The six persons named in the 
case are: Dr. Chubanungsang, 

joint director and project direc-
tor of IEDSS scheme; Imtionen, 
assistant programme officer of 
IEDSS; Y Daniel Lotha, junior 
education officer; B Tingshem 
Konyak, retired director  of School 
Education; Nyeiwang Konyak, 
former minister of School Educa-
tion; and his son Sammy Konyak, 
‘class-I govt. registered contractor 
and supplier’.

The first three officers listed 
above were placed under sus-
pension by the government in 
October 2017 and ‘sanctions were 
accorded for prosecuting them in 
the court of law for misappropria-
tion of IEDSS scheme fund’.    

According to the document, 
the union Ministry of Human Re-
source Department had released 
INR 24,15,63,764 to implement 
IEDSS scheme in Nagaland dur-
ing 2011-12 and 2012-13 from 
which the state government had 
realised  INR 12,79,50,000 to the 
School Education department.

The amount was shown in 
School Education department’s 
record as having used for: salary 
and allowances for 391 Special 
Education Teachers (SET); salary 
for 212 Helpers; construction of 60 
resource rooms at 60 GHSS/GHS; 
purchase of various equipments 
and materials for the Disabled; 
disbursement of stipends and 
allowances to 4047 Disabled ben-
eficiaries; salary for staff under 
IEDSS cell; and conduct of various 
training programmes in the state 
and districts levels. 

“However, investigation re-
vealed the following: out of 4047 
disabled students shown by the 
department as beneficiaries, 

only 1430 disabled students were 
genuine and the rest were bogus; 
out of 391 SET shown appointed 
by the department, only 360 were 
genuine teachers, 19 were bogus 
and 12 had resigned. Salaries were 
released for all 391 teachers; Out 
of 212 Helpers shown appointed, 
only 63 were genuine and sal-
ary for the rest 169 helpers was 
misappropriated/misused; Out 
of 60 resource rooms, only 6 sub-
standard resource rooms were 
constructed; out of 4047 disabled 
students listed as beneficiaries, 
only 68 received stipend/allow-
ances but not in full, and fund; 
equipments and materials were 
not procured in full but were 
shown as procured and issued to 
all the districts and schools and 
fund was misappropriated; and 
money was not paid in full to 
the district education officers for 
conduct of various programmes 
in the districts,” the commission 
discovered.

Also, the commission had 
recommended the School Educa-
tion department four steps out of 
which the former has implement-
ed only one: to consider services 
of the genuine SET for extension 
or re-appointment. 

“Now that the investigation 
is completed and culpability has 
been established, it is the demand 
of people with disabilities of Na-
galand that the case is swiftly dealt 
with and exemplary convictions 
handed out to those responsible 
to serve as deterrent to future 
similar crimes. We also expect the 
government to lay out a plan to 
fully recover the stolen funds from 
the culprits,” Nakhro stated. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, May 18 (EMN): Days after 
deciding not to contest the Lok Sabha by-
elections, the Nagaland Pradesh Congress 
Committee (NPCC) on Friday announced 
that the party will be supporting the Naga 
People’s Front (NPF) candidate, C Apok 
Jamir. 

“We have decided to support the NPF 
candidate with hope that they will actually 
safeguard the secularism, principles and 
ideologies of the state,” said K Therie, the 
president of NPCC during press confer-
ence at Tourist Lodge, Dimapur. 

According to him the Congress had 
proposed a secular-front-combine op-

position candidate and ‘set up a secular 
front candidate against communal forces’. 
Jamir had won the 2013 Nagaland assem-
bly elections on Congress ticket, only to 
defect to NPF later in the tenure.

Therie admitted the NPCC was 
‘stunned’ by the NPF’s choice since a case 
against those former Congress legislators 
was still pending at court. He stated that 
none of the Congress members were 
happy with the ‘betrayal of trust by the 
(NPF) candidate’.  However, the party has 
decided to support Jamir after consider-
ing ‘the present scenario’.

Therie also called the Bhartiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) the brain and heart of 

the ruling government. He also informed 
that the NPCC had enquired the NPF 
of the status of its alliance with the Na-
tional Democratic Alliance (NDA) and the 
North-east democratic Alliance (NEDA).

According to Therie, the NPF presi-
dent, Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu gave a 
letter besides verbal assurance that they 
have severed all ties with the NDA and 
the NEDA.  He also termed the political 
developments in Karnataka as shocking. 
“Whatever yardstick they are applying 
cannot be now trusted” said Therie.  “The 
NPCC joins the nation in condemning the 
act of the Karnataka governor and the BJP 
in the centre,” he said. 

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, May 18 (EMN): Following 
the political developments in Kar-
nataka and successive reactions in 
several other states including Goa, 
Bihar, Manipur and Meghalaya, the 
former chief minister and present 
opposition leader TR Zeliang of 
the Naga People’s Front (NPF) on 
Friday said that his party would 
stake claim to form government 
in the state. Zeliang took to social 
networking site, Twitter, to an-
nounce this.

“The NPF party will stake claim 
before the governor to form the 

government on the merit of our 
case as being the single largest 
party. Why should different laws 
be applied in different states on a 
same matter?” the leader of oppo-
sition tweeted on Friday afternoon. 

Stating that the NPF alone 
had secured 26 seats in the 2018 
state assembly elections, Zeliang 
questioned why the NPF was not 
accorded the same privilege.

When contacted, Zeliang, who 
is currently in Tuensang to cam-
paign for NPF’s Lok Sabha by-
election candidate C Apok Jamir, 
said he would be returning to the 

state capital Kohima on Saturday, 
following which, the party legisla-
tors along with party organisation 
will ‘immediately’ hold a consulta-
tive meeting to ‘take stock of the 
situation’.

A communiqué from the ‘in-
formation & publicity wing, office 
of the leader of opposition’ stated 
that 'with 26 members, it (NPF) 
was the single largest party in Na-
galand but was not accorded the 
same privilege which the BJP led 
by BS Yeddyurappa is being given 
in Karnataka on account of being 
the single largest party'.

Michael Jackson to have Detroit 
street named after him |  P10

I don't know what I'm gonna 
study but NPSC and UPSC toh 

booking hoishe already. 

Mirror Takes

~ Arien

NAGALAND BOARD OF SCHOOL EDUCATION, KOHIMA HIGH 
SCHOOL LEAVING CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION, 2018 

LIST OF SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATES HOLDING THE FIRST TWENTY POSITION (IN ORDER OF MERIT)

Position Name of Candidate and School Roll No. Total Marks Percent
1 VIVOTSONUO SORHIE

Mezhür Hr.Sec.School,Kohima 181103181 590 98.33%

2 (a) SHERRY JINDAL
 Holy Cross Hr.Sec.School,Dimapur 181803307 587 97.83%

(b) RAJ PAUL
 Pranab Vidyapith Hr.Sec.School,Dimapur 181816028 587 97.83%

3 LEISHEMBI NG LYTING
Mezhür Hr.Sec.School,Kohima 181103136 585 97.50%

4 (a) BISHAL CHAKRABORTY
 Christian Hr. Sec. School, Dimapur 181802016 582 97.00%

(b) ANJALI KUMARI
 S.D.Jain Hr.Sec.School,Dimapur 181809070 582 97.00%

5 GYATA JAIN
St.Mary’s Hr. Sec. School, Dimapur 181816180 581 96.83%

6 (a) OLEM KAHDAK
 Mezhür Hr.Sec.School,Kohima 181103157 579 96.50%

(b) ANUSHKA BHATTACHARJEE
 St.Paul Hr.Sec.School,Dimapur 181802144 579 96.50%

(c) KAMAL BASUMATARY
 S.D.Jain Hr.Sec.School,Dimapur 181809036 579 96.50%

(d) SANGERBENLA TZUDIR
 Dimapur Mission Hr.Sec.School,Dimapur 181810072 579 96.50%

7 SUMANTHA SAHA
Pranab Vidyapith Hr.Sec.School,Dimapur 181816036 578 96.33%

8 (a) NEINGUSANUO KIRE
 Northfield, Khikha 181101223 577 96.17%

(b) WANGSHIRENLA LONGKUMER
 Fernwood School,Kohima 181103249 577 96.17%

9 NONGOTO LCHO
Coraggio School,Kohima 181108271 576 96.00%

10 (a) SHABANA KHATUN
 Christian Hr.Sec.School,Dimapur 181802113 574 95.67%

(b) PRERANA CHOWDHURY
 St.Paul Hr.Sec.School,Dimapur 181802257 574 95.67%

(c) MUSKAN SHARMA
Holy Cross Hr.Sec.School,Dimapur 181803292 574 95.67%

(d) YANGERJUNGLA PONGENER
 St.Joseph’s Hr.Sec.School,Chumukedima 181822241 574 95.67%

Dimapur, May 18 (EMN): 
Governor PB Acharya has 
greeted the Muslim com-
munity on the occasion of 
the beginning of the holy 
month of Ramzan. “As we 
begin Ramzan, I wish all 
Muslims a blessed time 
of reflection, family and 
good health. May this 
holy month enhances 
the spirit of togetherness, 
peace & harmony across 
the Country," read a wish 
from Acharya.

Vivotsonuo Sorhie
Benrithung L Jungio 

Virienuo Emilia Solo

Marina Yashmin (Second from right)

MEET THE TOPPERS OF 2018
100 reasons each for 
Math and Science 

The unusual one

The serial topper 

The Cinderella story 
Our Correspondent 

Kohima, May 18 (EMN): 
Sixteen-year-old Vivotson-
uo Sorhie from Mezhür 
Higher Secondary School 
Kohima scored an aggre-
gate 590 marks, securing a 
lofty 98.33 percentage, to 
top the state’s High HSLC 
2018 table. She bested over 
21,000 students and also 
came out as the subject 
topper in mathematics and 
science: 100 marks each; in 
English with 98.

Talking to Eastern Mir-
ror on Friday, the topper 
who is currently in Rajas-
than, gushed that she could 
hardly believe the result. 
“I was not expecting this. 
I still can’t believe it...I am 
very happy and grateful,” 
she said. 

Sorhie modestly attrib-
uted her success to God 
and her family, without 
whom, she felt she was ‘no 
one’. However, such a feat 
does not come without 
hard work. Vivotsonuo dis-
closed that she had studied 
for about ‘17 hours daily’ 
since November last, be-
sides embracing guidance 
from her teachers and the 
support her mother, who is 
a single mother.

As for her future plans, 
she said she is presently 
preparing to get into the 
prestigious Indian Institute 

of Technology (IIT) from 
Career Point in Kota, Ra-
jasthan. Vivotsonuo seeks 
to get into the IIT Mumbai 
for now. Besides academics, 
the 16 year-old from Kohi-
ma village says she likes to 
read, cook and write poetry.

With her latest success, 
Vivotsonuo will be receiv-
ing a number of awards 
including the NBSE Top-
per Award, the Governor’s 
Award, Mayangnokcha 
Award for Academic Ex-
cellence, MAT-NE Sun 
Award, MAT-TY Award, 
MAT-EFoM, Manik Bhat-
tacharjee Award, NR Sarma 
& NJ Lakshmi Award and 
Dr. Neilhouzhü Kire Award 
among others.

The school where she 
passed out from, Mezhür 
Higher Secondary School 
has performed outstand-
ingly in the 2018 HSLC by 
producing nine out of the 
20 toppers.  

Our Correspondent 
Wokha, May 18 (EMN): Like 
most toppers, Benrithung L 
Jungio fosters the dream of 
‘giving back’ something in lieu 
of his success/achievement. 
But unlike most toppers, the 
recipient of his recompense is 
other-worldly.

The topper of this year’s 
HSSLC exam in Arts stream, 
with 91.40% marks percentage, 
wants to be an ‘evangelist’ and 
plans to get a Master of Theol-
ogy after graduation. Jungio 
told Eastern Mirror on Friday 
that he ‘wants to give back 
everything to God for what he 
had given him and dedicate his 

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, May 18 (EMN): For 
Virienuo Emilia Solo, who 
topped the HSSLC examina-
tion 2018 in the Science stream 
out of a total of 2179 students, 
her feat comes through a com-
bination of hard work and 
‘God’s grace’. 

A student of Kohima Sci-
ence College Jotsoma, Virien-
uo secured a total 458 marks 
(91.60%). She also scored the 
highest marks in Mathematics 
(99) and Chemistry (96). “It’s 
all by God’s grace that I topped 
the exam. I am overwhelmed... 
I’m filled with joy, and grateful 
too,” says the 17-year old. She 
told Eastern Mirror that she 

life to God’.
A student of Don Bosco 

Higher Secondary School, 
Wokha, he hails from Yikhum 
village and is a resident of 

usually dedicates two hours 
daily to her studies on regular 
days and six hours during 
exams. 

The topper, who hails from 
Kohima village admitted that 
she was particularly surprised 

Airfield colony in Wokha. He 
attributes his success to God, 
family and friends.

Hard work and concentra-
tion in the class, according to 
him, were the secret mantra 
to his success. His favourite 
subject is economics and finds 
history difficult ‘because it 
involves dates, places and 
many characters; and one silly 
mistake can turn the whole 
answer wrong’. 

Jungio also thanked his 
parents for their continued 
support, and especially his 
mother for constant prayer 
and ‘also waking him up early 
in the morning’. 

to have emerged as the subject 
topper in math. She said her 
exam went well but was not 
expecting to score the highest 
marks. She expressed gratitude 
to her teachers for their guid-
ance and also acknowledged 
support from her parents and 
friends.

On her plans for the future, 
she says she aspires to pursue 
something along the admin-
istrative line after graduation. 
She wants to encourage her 
juniors with the message that 
they must always strive to do 
their best and leave the rest to 
God. In 2016, Virieno secured 
the top 13th position in the 
then HSLC examination. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, May 18 (EMN): Attributing success 
to her parents and teachers, Commerce stream 
topper Marina Yashmin, a student of Pranab 
Vidyapith Higher Secondary School, said: “Al-
ways believe in your parents and listen to your 
teachers’ guidance for they can never be wrong.” 

The 19-year-old Yashmin topped the re-
cently concluded HSSLC examin with 486 total 
marks obtaining 97.20% in Commerce stream. 
“Although I hoped and prayed to be in top 1, 
I did not expect at all; I was lucky to have had 
obtained top 1 this time,” Yashmin told Eastern 
Mirror. 

Her father repairs watches in Dimapur for 
a living; and she intends to pursue her studies 
in Nagaland. “I don’t like to stay away from my 
parents, especially from my dad,” she said. Her 
elder brother is mentally challenged (learning 
disability) and her mother tutor students for 
additional income.

Yashmin aspires to be a bank manager some 
day, hardly a surprise given her ‘passion’ for ac-
counting. While she devoted five hours daily for 
this exam, she shared that ‘morning is the best 
time to read’. 

Her mother, Shanaz Begum, said: “She has 
achieved what I was not able to. And I am so 
happy for her.” The father, Mahtab Alam chose 
to give all thanks to the ‘Almighty’ for his daugh-
ter’s achievement. 
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NPF urges to uphold Naga identity AR nabs two NSCN (K) cadres

Six arrested for various offences

Ex-servicemen sensitised on welfare scheme

Steel union informs for registration

Villagers motivated to conserve environment

Tenyiphe-II council resolves

Excise dept. nabs 
two with liquor

NPF president, Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu, is seen addressing the party men during the campaign for its candidate in Sechu-Zubza village on 
May 18.

Indian army personnel felicitating the veterans after the interaction 
programme in Mokokchung on on May 17.

Participants and forest department officials pose for a group photo after the awareness programme in Luzapuhu village under Phek district.

Tribal Old Age Home cum Day Care Centre for Senior Citizens (TOAHDCC) has observed Mother’s 
Day on May 13 with Mrs Temsüla Along Jamir as the speaker. Special songs were presented by CTC 
students and students of Ebenezer Orphanage Home children. Testimonies were shared by senior 
citizens. Presentation and prayer of blessings for mothers was said by Imli Amri, Director TOAHDCC. 
Mrs Temsula (90) was the oldest member, who attended the service.

Residents of Nkwareu villagers are seen participating at cleanliness drive organised by village health 
committee on May 12.

Promoting cleanliness

Honouring older persons

Kohima, May 18 (EMN): 
President of the Naga 
People’s Front (NPF), Dr. 
Shürhozelie Liezietsu, 
has appealed the people 
of Nagaland to uphold 
the identity and principle 
and not be swayed by 
high sounding propa-
ganda of the ruling NDPP 
and BJP. 

Campaigning for its 
party candidate in the 
ensuing Lok Sabha by-
election at Sechu-Zubza 
village on May 18, Dr. 
Liezietsu has accused the 
NDPP and BJP of bear-
ing the same side of the 
coin. He has appealed 
the people to give seri-
ous thought on the sacri-

fices made by the party in 
the larger interest of the 
Naga people.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, NPF candidate 
for the Lok Sabha by-
election, C Apok Jamir, 
appealed the people not 
to be confused but to 
exercise their franchise 
in favour of NPF in order 
to safeguard the Naga 
identity.

While expressing con-
cern over the provoca-
tive attitude of the BJP 
is attacking and harass-
ing the minority particu-
larly the Christian in the 
country, Dr. Shürhozelie 
has called upon the Naga 
people to ponder upon 

whether “we would like 
to invite such party to 
penetrate into our land.”

The NPF president 
also accused the state 
chief minister, Neiphiu 
Rio, of resorting to ne-
farious activities in order 
to grab the power in the 
state. 

“Rio has sold 20 con-
stituencies to the BJP 
party, which the NPF 
in its 15 years alliance 
with the BJP have never 
shared a single seat to the 
BJP,” the NPF media cell 
alleged.

M L A  a n d  f o r m e r 
minister, Yitachu, in his 
speech, reminded the 
Naga people that the 

forthcoming by-election 
is not an ordinary one 
but a time for the Naga 
people to show and prove 
the distinct identity and 
culture that “we Nagas 
inherit.”

While stating the NPF 
stands for the aspira-
tion of the Naga people, 
Yitachu stated that the 
victory of Apok Jamir 
would send a clear mes-
sage to the country and 
the entire world on the 
uniqueness of the Nagas. 
He made a fervent appeal 
to the Naga people to 
understand the situation 
and cast their vote in fa-
vour of Apok Jamir.

Yitachu also believe 

Tuensang observes World Hypertension Day
Tuensang district has observed the ‘World Hypertension 
Day’ on May 17on the theme ‘Know your numbers.’ Chief 
medical officer, Tuensang, Kupje Buchem stated that 
the ASHAs have carried out various activities on non-
communicable diseases in all the blocks on the occasion. 

Dimapur DC informs BLOs
Deputy commissioner and district election officer, 
Dimapur, Sushil Kumar Patel, has a meeting of all the 
Booth Level Officers (BLOs) under Dimapur district on 
May 21 in the conference hall of taxes commissioner’s 
office, Dimapur. According to the release press release, 
the meeting of BLOs under 4-Ghaspani -1 would be held at 
10 am, while the 3-Dimapur –III and 5-Ghaspani-II would 
be held at 11 am, and 1-Dimapur -I and 2-Dimapur -II at 
12 noon. The DC also informed that voter’s slips would be 
handed over to the respective BLOs for distribution to the 
electors. All the concerned BLOs are directed to attend the 
meeting without fail. 

CNC to hold revival crusade
Council of Nagalim Churches (CNC) has announced to hold 
a one-day revival crusade on May 20 at its headquarters, 
Hebron, beginning from 9 am. A press release issued by 
Rev. Seksim Kasar, CNC general secretary, has invited all 
the national workers to be part of the crusade. He further 
informed that team from the Divine Harvest and Healing 
Ministries, Dimapur, would join in the crusade. 

Kiphire DC notifies
To ensure smooth functioning of the by-election to 
the Lok Sabha election, the deputy commissioner and 
assistant returning officer has issued contact number in 
the larger interest of the public. Stating this in a press 
release, the deputy commissioner, Mohammed Ali 
Shihap, has informed all the public to contact the phone 
no. 9383391627 for necessary information. He further 
informed that the order would come into immediate 
effect.

NCRC prayer meet begins
Commemorating the Pentecost day, the Nagaland 
Christian Revival Church (NCRC) has began its prayer 
meeting from May 18 at Trinitarian spot, Gariphema 
village, on under the theme “Receive the Holy spirit” ( 
John 20: 22). The programme began with a service led 
by Vilakiezo Yano, pastor of ACRCC Mission Centre, while 
special praises were presented by NCRC Chieshezou 
and NCRC Gariphema. The praise and worship was 
led by Ms Thejanuo Kets and team. The speaker was 
Rev. Khriezetuo Keretsü, chairman ACRCC, which was 
interpreted by. Keviyie Khana, pastor. The meeting would 
culminate on May 20.

ANHTU notifies members
All Nagaland Hindi Teachers Union (ANHTU), during its 
general meeting on April 27 at URA Academy Hall, Kohima, 
has notified that a sum of INR 1,500 would be collected 
from the members on account of the ensuing silver jubilee 
celebration scheduled on September 14. Informing this 
in a press release, convenor of the planning committee, 
Ruchunlo Tep, and the general secretary, AS Yarthotngam, 
stated that the same amount would deducted from the 
salary of May 2018. Meanwhile, the union has requested 
all the jubilee committee members to take necessary 
measures in order to ensure the success of the celebration.

NEWS IN BRIEF

that Apok’s presence in 
the Lok Sabha would be 
crucial to expedite the 
Naga political issue and 
voice the aspiration of 
the Naga people. Accus-
ing the BJP, Yitachu la-
mented that Naga people 
could no longer be fooled 
by false promises. He has 
called upon the Naga 
people to be united to se-
cure for the better future.

Asking the electorates 
to support Apok Jamir, 
MLA and former speaker,

Chotisuh Sazo, said 
that favouring PDA con-
sensus candidate Tokhe-
ho

Yepthomi would only 
amount to strengthening 
the BJP and invite the

aggressive colour to-
ward Christianity and 
minority.

Towards this end, he 
called upon the elector-
ates to take a concrete 
decision and support 
Apok Jamir to speak for 
Naga cause in the parlia-
ment.

Also speaking on the 
occasion, MLA Keneizha-
kho Nakhro has appealed 
the people to send a re-
gional candidate to rep-
resent the Naga people in 
the parliament.

The next leg of NFP 
campaign would take 
place at Khuzama on 
May 19 at 5 PM.

Dimapur, May 18 (EMN): Dimapur bat-
talion of the Assam Rifles has arrested 
two suspected NSCN (K) cadres for in-
volving in extortion from Metro Hospital 
area, Dimapur, on May 17.

According to the Assam Rifles state-
ment, the two accused have been identi-
fied as N Vitoshe Zhimomi alias Jordan 
(45) of NSCN (K), son of Nikhazhe Zhi-
momi of Shoixe village under Zunheboto 
district, and Kiyezhe Chophy (35) of 
NSCN (K), son of Lukhezhe of Sematilla 

village. 
The troops have recovered 15 extor-

tion letters of NSCN (K), fifty .22 mm live 
ammunition, thirty eight live ammuni-
tion of 12 bore gun, three mobile phones, 
cash of INR 4000 and one Bolero bearing 
registration No. NL 07 H 6341 from their 
possession.

The press release further stated that 
the two accused with the recovered items 
were handed over to West Police Station, 
Dimapur, for further investigation.  

Dimapur, May 18 (EMN): 
In the run-up to the par-
liamentary by-elections, 
Kohima police have been 
actively monitoring crime 
and illegal activities to en-
sure conducive atmos-
phere for free and fair elec-
tioneering in the district. 
Towards this end, Kohima 
police have detected a 
number of crimes during 
the period.  

A press release issued 
by Superintendent of Po-
lice, Kohima, stated that 
on May 16, personnel of 
North Police Station have 
recovered 496 bottles of 
assorted liquor during sur-
prise raids at shops and 
residences in and around 

Assembly Secretariat.
On May 17, duty per-

sonnel manning Peducha 
police check gate recov-
ered 19 cases of MC rum 
and 6 cases of beer from 
a vehicle bearing Reg. No. 
WB 26C 3357 (Maruti 800). 
The occupants of the vehi-
cle identified as Yeketo A 
Awomi and Husheto Awo-
mi were apprehended.

On May 17, Mobile 
Unit (MU) of Kohima po-
lice, while conducting sur-
prise checking of vehicles 
at Peducha area (10th Mile 
road), recovered 16 cases 
of rum and 3 cases of beer 
from a vehicle bearing 
Registration. No. NL02 
C-2957. Police have ar-

rested two persons identi-
fied as Tokaho and Gkto in 
this connection. 

Meanwhile on May 
18, acting on informa-
tion from Chumukedima 
Police Station regarding 
theft of a Royal Enfield 
bike from its jurisdic-
tion, alert duty personnel 
manning Peducha Police 
Check Gate intercepted 
the stolen motorbike from 
two persons identified as 
M Chenithung Tongoe 
and Zachamo Murry.

The press release stat-
ed that the accused per-
sons along with the mo-
torbike have been handed 
over to Chumukedima 
police personnel.

Dimapur, May 18 (EMN): 
The District Excise Di-
mapur, in the course of 
its regular patrol duty 
as part of the Election 
Expenditure Monitoring 
(EEM), has seized 10 cas-
es of beer from Burma 
camp area on May 16.

In a press release, 
superintendent of excise 
and prohibition T Ari-
long Longkumer stated 
that one person identi-
fied as Rahul Singh (22), 
son of  Dinesh Singh 

and resident of Burma 
Camp, Dimapur, was ar-
rested and penalised un-
der section 44 of NLTP 
Act 1989.

In another seizure, 
o n e  M s  B o k a l i  ( 4 6 ) , 
daughter of Shikeho, was 
arrested from Purana 
Bazar on May 15 with 314 
bottles of assorted IMFL. 
It stated that a case has 
been registered against 
the accused under the 
relevant section of the 
NLTP Act. 

about structure of the 
wildlife and territorial 
divisions in the forest de-
partment. He also con-
ducted a quiz on wild 
animals for the students 
present at the event. 

Bookmarks with differ-
ent wild animals were 
given to the students to 
pique their interest in 
wild animals and con-
servation.

T h e  p r o g r a m m e 

was chaired by Velatso 
Demo, DFO, Phek, who 
also spoke on Wildlife 
(Protection) Act 1972 and 
handed over a copy of the 
act to the village council. 
He has appealed to the 

people for protection of 
wildlife and contact the 
department for compen-
sation against damage 
of crops/property and 
human injury by wild 
animals. 

tion programme where 
the deputy commission-
er, Mokokchung, Sachin 
Jaiswal, was the chief 
guest. A number of senior 
officers from the army, dis-
trict administration and 
Zila Sainik Welfare Officer 
(ZSWO) of Mokokchung 
were also present. 

Various issues relating 
to regularisation of pen-
sion and pension anom-
alies were resolved by a 
team from Jorhat sub-ar-
ea. Latest provisions of Ex-
Servicemen Contributory 
Health Scheme (ECHS) 
and issue of new ECHS 
card were also explained. 
ZSWO Mokokchung has 
also assisted the ex-serv-
icemen in resolving their 
problems. 

The release also stated 
that addressing the griev-
ances of the ESM espe-
cially the disabled veterans 
was the focus of the inter-
action. It stated that some 
disabled veterans and veer 
naris, who attended the 
rally, were felicitated by the 
army authorities.

Dimapur, May 18 (EMN): Tenyiphe-II 
village council has resolved that sell-
ing or purchase of land within its ju-
risdiction should be done through the 
knowledge and approval of the village 
council.

The village council chairman, 
Rünavilhou Kin stated that the resolu-
tion to this effect was taken in order to 

avoid any complications or misunder-
standing in the future. The statement 
has further cautioned that any person 
purchasing any land within the village 
jurisdiction without the consent of the 
council would be doing so at his/ her 
own risk, adding the council would not 
entertain in any manner arising from 
such land disputes.

Dimapur, May 17 (EMN): 
Kohima Iron and Steel 
Fabrication Union (KIS-
FU) has informed its 
constituent units that 
membership certificate 
and identity card of the 
employees are being is-
sued to the registered 
units.

A press release, the 

union has directed all 
units interested in reg-
istration to contact the 
union’s office.

KISFU was formed 
in the year 2014 and was 
registered under home 
department, Govern-
ment of Nagaland, in the 
year 2017 with its office 
located at Tsakou (lower 

T Khel) east circular road 
in Kohima.

The registration initi-
ative is being carried out 
in the light of the union’s 
plan to work in a well co-
ordinated manner with 
all its constituent units 
and departments, safe 
guarding the interest of 
its members.

Dimapur, May 18 (EMN): 
In order to create aware-
ness towards conserving 
the environment, depart-
ment of forest has organ-
ised a seminar cum work-
shop for community and 
students at Luzapuhu 
community reserve for 
nature conservation.

A press release issued 
by Satya Prakash Tripathi, 
PCCF and the chief wild-
life warden, stated that 
about 100 persons com-
prising officers from the 
forest department, chair-
men, members,  GBs. 
Head GBs and students 
of Luzapuhu village have 
attended the workshop.

The programme was 
organised under the cen-
trally sponsored scheme 
of Community Reserve of 
the Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forest & Climate 
Change, Government of 

India, New Delhi.
The programme be-

gan with an invocation 
prayer said by Susatso 
Khamo of Luzapuhu vil-
lage. The secretary of vil-
lage development board, 
Luzupuhu, gave a brief 
account of the commu-
nity reserve. 

Tripathi, in his key-
note address, has high-
lighted on the genesis 
of the human animal 
conflict prevalent in the 
state in general. He has 
also highlighted on the 
policies of the state gov-
ernment and the MoEF 
& CC, GoI, New Delhi, 
towards addressing the 
problem. He has further 
appealed to the people 
for protection of forest 
and wildlife. 

Suman WM Sivachar, 
wildlife warden, Kiphire 
wildlife division, spoke 

Dimapur, May 18 (EMN): 
About 168 Ex-Servicemen 
(ESM) and families from 
all the three services of 
the armed forces were ap-
prised on various welfare 
schemes initiated by the 
central and state govern-
ments during an interac-
tion programme at Prasid-
han hall, Mokokchung, on 
May 17.

A PRO (defence) press 

release stated that the in-
teraction was initiated as 
a mark of respect to all re-
tired armed forces person-
nel and as part of outreach 
campaign of the Indian 
army under “Year of the 
disabled soldier in the line 
of duty 2018.

About 168 ESM and 
families from Mokokc-
hung and Longleng dis-
trict attended the interac-
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Anshu Jamsenpa (third from right) from Arunachal Pradesh, the first Indian and world record holder for having 
scaled Mt. Everest twice in five days, is in Dimapur to promote mountaineering. There is a proposal to open a 
mountaineering institute in Nagaland in collaboration with Skyrim Panacea Adventure Club of Guwahati.

EM Images

Residents sift through the remains of a ‘shelter’ that was destroyed in the fire. EM Images

Prof. Anil Sadgopal and Prof. Wasi Ahmed speaking at the two-day National seminar at Nagaland University, 
Meriema on May 18.

EM Images

Rev. Zotuo Kiewhuo speaking at the concluding session of the healing 
crusade at Tuensang Town Baptist Church.

Not just English, dialects a knowledge 
conduit too — Education forum

Zhaleo Rio says leaders should 
be cautious in leading people 

AAP denounces press statement; summons spokesperson’ 

Fire leaves squatters at old over bridge homeless

‘About 5-14 mn tons of plastic waste pollute oceans a year’

Healing crusade in Tuensang concludes

In plain heights

Our Correspondent
Kohima, May 18 (EMN):  
One of the universally ac-
cepted thesis of learning 
is that ‘the mother tongue 
in a multi lingual context 
is the best and most ef-
ficient way of acquiring 
knowledge of any kind.’ 
However, an academician 
is not convinced about 
the statement and its ap-
plicability in a country 
like India where most are 
convinced that the only 
way to acquiring mod-
ern knowledge is through 
English.

Prof. Anil Sadgopal 
from the All India Forum 
for Right to Education 
pointed out that there 
cannot be a ‘greater falla-
cy and greater danger’ to 
the future of our country 
and state if people con-
tinue to have this ‘farcical 
belief without any logical 
basis.’ He said this while 
speaking at the inaugural 
programme of the two-
day national seminar and 
workshop on the topic 
‘Knowledge systems and 
languages of Nagas’ at Na-
galand University in Kohi-
ma campus, Meriema on 
May 18.

Expressing concern 
about the extinction of in-
digenous languages, Prof. 
Sadgopal attributed it to 
the attack of the ‘global 
market’ which is steadily 
reducing the great diver-
sity of India as a result of 
which, hundreds of lan-
guages have disappeared 
in the past 20-30 years, 

7.2.1988 TO 13.5.2018

We, the bereaved family members of 
Late Rongnory Jamir (Changki) would like 

to express our heartfelt gratitude to all who stood by 
us physically, financially and spiritually during his brief 
illness and sad demise.
Although, we are unable to thank you individually, it 
is our sincere prayer that our almighty God to bless 
you all abundantly.

Loving Family Members
D-5426

and more are in the proc-
ess of disappearing.

Highlighting the im-
portance and power of 
language as a source of ac-
quiring knowledge, Prof. 
Sadgopal said all forms 
of knowledge (modern or 
ancient and indigenous 
or non-indigenous) are 
best acquired, reflected 
upon, analysed and com-
prehended and inter-
nalised through mother 
tongue of a child.

Learning to speak in 
one’s native language or 
dialect, he said connects 
a child to his culture, en-
sures better cognitive 
development and aids 
in learning of other lan-
guages. He also pointed 
out that ‘when a language 

is lost, our culture, his-
tory and identity is lost’ 
and added that every 
language is a source of 
history and people learn 
from it. 

Towards this, Prof. 
Sadgopal further assert-
ed that education of the 
highest form of knowl-
edge in the world is possi-
ble in own mother tongue 
too, and that knowledge 
become possible only 
when people start us-
ing their own language 
to educate people in that 
language and to generate 
knowledge as well.

Citing examples from 
real life experiences, he 
lamented that over the 
years, people have lost 
confidence in the capac-

ity of their own language, 
which unfortunately, he 
opined is ‘epidemic’. 

Describing the dis-
tinction between lan-
guage and dialect as 
‘artificial and myth’, the 
prof. maintained that ‘it 
is designed to destroy the 
inner strength of the lan-
guage - a design of “he-
gemony” of destroying 
languages.’

He strongly asserted 
on the need for the peo-
ple, especially the tribal 
people to regain confi-
dence and strength in 
one’s own languages and 
start teaching and learn-
ing in one’s own native 
languages.

Appreciating the vast 
and diverse languages 

of the Nagas, Prof. Wasi 
Ahmed reframed the 
theme of the workshop 
as ‘Languages of Nagas 
as a source of knowledge,’ 
he opined that there is a 
‘living connection’ with 
knowledge in each Naga 
language which has beau-
tiful songs, powerful sto-
ries, lores etc.

Stating that all spo-
ken languages have equal 
status of language, Prof. 
Ahmed explained that it 
is only through mother 
tongue that the rich tra-
dition of communicating 
and building knowledge 
is made possible.

He also impressed on 
the need to protect the di-
verse languages of the Na-
gas stating that protecting 
the language is protecting 
the Naga lives, the very 
existence and the beauty 
of our existence. 

Highlights of the pro-
gramme include plenary 
session and technical ses-
sion on various topics on 
development of Naga lan-
guages literature and lan-
guage as the base activ-
ity, Naga languages: issues 
and challenges, folklore 
and the Naga rural im-
agination, speech sounds 
of the Naga languages: a 
comparative overview etc.

The two-day pro-
gramme was organised 
by Nagaland University, 
School of Humanities and 
Education in collabora-
tion with the All India 
Forum for Right to Educa-
tion and Ura Academy.

Dimapur, May 18 (EMN): 
The deputy speaker of 
Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly, Zhaleo Rio, 
said responsible leaders 
should be cautious not to 
mislead people with false 
principles but should 
guide with wisdom and 
truth.

Rio was stated to have 
been addressing the Na-
tionalist Democratic Pro-
gressive Party (NDPP) of 
5th Ghaspani-II assem-
bly constituency officials, 
core committee members 
and other officials held at 
an emergency meeting on 
May 18 at Ward 5, Medz-
iphema town. 

The deputy speaker 
who is also the MLA of the 
constituency, urged the 
party workers to work in 
unity for the PDA govern-
ment and to elect the cho-
sen candidate, Tokheho 
Yepthomi. 

“At this juncture when 
Nagas are crying for a fi-
nal solution with GOI, we 

need leaders like Tokheho 
who is a man of action 
committed for the welfare 
of people”, Rio said.

There are a number of 
priorities which will grad-
ually be implemented as 
declared by the PDA in its 
common minimum pro-
gram, he added.

Speaking the common 
opinion of people, Rio af-
firmed that religion has no 
relation with politics. He 
asserted that only ‘some 
vested interests may keep 
spreading propaganda 
of varied hues to confuse 
people.’

Further, Rio appealed 
the party workers and 
supporters to remain 
steadfast in their vision 
and vote to strengthen the 
PDA government which 
will ultimately usher in 
change.

A press release from 
the constituency press 
secretary on Friday, the 
house unanimously 
vowed to give their ut-

most in the forthcoming 
Lok Sabha polls sched-
uled to be held on May 28. 

The general secretary 
of NDPP Central, Mia-
thou Krose, highlighted 
the common minimum 
programmes of the Peo-
ple’s Democratic Alliance 
(PDA) government. 

Krose exhorted the 
gathered leaders to take 
note on authentic infor-
mation while canvassing 
for the consensus candi-
date who is the most ca-
pable to represent Nagas 
at the centre. 

Others who spoke 
during the meeting 
are president of 5th 
Ghaspani-II AC, Dosau 
Kuotsu;  vice president 
of NDPP central, Keviya-
nei Tepa; NDPP founding 
member Gohu Vüprü; 
general secretary, Tokihe 
Zhimomi; regional rep-
resentatives, Ashito Zhi-
momi, Zhatuo Kimho, 
Huska Zhimomi, and 
senior party leaders.

Dimapur, May 18 (EMN):  
The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
of Nagaland has denounced 
the press statement which 
was stated to have been is-
sued by one ‘self-styled AAP 
spokesperson,’ Dr. Lemwang 
Chuhwanglim in the print me-
dia on May 17.

A press statement received 
here on Friday signed by the 
party workers stated that the 
party is currently restructur-
ing the party state executive 
council. 

“The press statement re-
leased by self-styled AAP 
Spokesperson does not hold 

water and remains null and 
void since the meeting was 
attended by only 5 State Ex-
ecutive members without 
even intimating the supposed 
meeting to the other State Ex-
ecutive Members,” the press 
release stated.

AAP of state unit volunteers 
has vehemently condemned 
the act of Dr. Lemwang ‘for his 
personal benefit and tarnish-
ing the image of Akavi N Zhi-
momi, senior AAP volunteer 
and founding member of AAP 
Nagaland and Sushil Kumar, 
advisor AAPN and the office of 
AAP Nagaland.’

The party said that it is 
‘surprising and immature’ on 
the part of Dr. Chuhwanglim 
claiming as spokesperson and 
suspending senior AAP volun-
teer without any valid ground. 

The party questioned that 
under whose authority Akavi N 
Zhimomi has been suspended 
without the endorsement of 
AAP Nagaland volunteers.

The party explicated that 
Zhimomi happened to meet 
Dr. Shurhozelie, and Sushil 
Kumar, former DAN (Demo-
cratic Alliance of Nagaland) 
who represented the JDU as 
one of the seven signatory 

members while coming down 
from Kohima for personal 
work. The meeting was ‘a 
friendly meet-up on the part 
Sushil and Akavi happened to 
accompany him. The meeting 
was never an official meeting 
and Akavi is yet to receive the 
letter from Dr. Shurhozelie,’ it 
stated. 

The party clarified that the 
letter which has gone viral 
in the social media was ad-
dressed to Zhimomi and not 
to the office of AAP Nagaland.

“Surprisingly, the letter 
was leaked in the social me-
dia even before reaching Shri. 

Akavi which clearly reflects 
the malicious intention of 
some outside element to tar-
nish and defame the image of 
Shri.Akavi and Shri. Sushil,” it 
stated.

It also justified that the said 
letter was personal letter and 
not official letter as claimed by 
Dr. Chuhwanglim.

In this connection, the AAP 
has summoned Dr. Chuhwan-
glim in person to clarify his 
press statement within five days 
from the publication of the offi-
cial press statement. The party 
has warned of stern action 
against him in case of failure.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, May 18: A fire 
broke out at the old over 
bridge near the Sente Ho-
tel in Dimapur on May 18, 
rendering several families 
homeless and one person 
injured. 

According to a wit-
ness, the fire broke out at 
around 4 am.

Three shelters under-
neath the over bridge and 
a house nearby which 
consisted of three rooms 
were razed leaving 12 fam-
ilies homeless. 

Two gas cylinders were 

also reported to have ‘ex-
ploded.’ 

According to some eye 
witnesses, the fire broke 
out from a shelter under 
the over bridge and spread 
to adjoining houses. 

Four fire tenders were 
deployed to put out the 
fire. 

An 80-year old woman 
was reportedly injured 
during the fire and was ad-
mitted at the District Hos-
pital in Dimapur. No other 
casualties were reported 
at the time this report was 
going to press. 

The families living un-
derneath the bridge are 
reportedly scrap collec-
tors residing in the rooms 
where they store the scrap. 

According to a resident, 
the families dwelling under 
the bridge pay a lease of 
INR 1000 every month to 
an individual who claims 
to be the landowner.

The incident also rais-
es questions of the duty 
of the city administration 
to ensure that no one is 
allowed to reside under 
public infrastructure such 
as bridges. 

Dimapur, May 18 (EMN): About 5 to 
14 million tons of plastic waste enters 
into the ocean every year and an aver-
age annual global release of primary 
micro-plastics into the ocean is esti-
mated to be around 1.5 million tons, 
said the executive director of Sustain-
able Development Forum Nagaland, 
Amba Jamir.

As consumers one can make a con-
scious decision to refuse the use of ‘one 
use items’ such as, plastics catteries, Sty-
rofoam products and polythene bags, 
he said, adding that micro-plastic is the 
most widespread and persistent hazards 
of plastics. 

Jamir was addressing as a resource 
person at the workshop on ‘Waste man-
agement and zero waste” held at Fern-
wood School, in Kohima on May 15. The 
organisers updated about the event on 
Friday.

The resource person exhorted the 
participants on the importance to adopt 
the concept of zero waste —three ‘Rs’—
Reuse, Reduce, and Recycle and the ‘Rs’ 
must ultimately lead to the fourth ‘R’ i.e. 
‘Refuse’. 

Jamir said micro-plastic is consid-

ered as global pollutants. It effects not 
only the environment,s socio economic 
but human health as well. Therefore, he 
urged conscious effort to generate less 
waste and manage waste by not only re-
using or reducing but refusing it. He also 
advised segregating waste and disposing 
systemically.

“One use plastic like a single sham-
poo sachet has longer lifespan than the 
user. A single one rupee sweet given to 
a young child, that sweet wrapper will 
remain on earth longer than the entire 
lifespan of that child,” he expounded.

He further informed the participants 
about ‘The Himalayan Clean-Up’ cam-
paign and how one can partake. The 
Himalayan Clean-Up will be an advent 
event to World Environment Day 5th 
June.

The workshop was organised by 
Fernwood School in collaboration with 
Sustainable Development Forum Naga-
land. The programme was attended by 
Stella Hr. Sec. School, Mezhur Hr. Sec. 
School, Ministers Hill Hr. Sec. School, 
Mount Sinai Hr. Sec. School, Dainty 
Buds along with teachers and students 
of Fernwood Schools. 

Dimapur, May 18 (EMN): 
The healing crusade organ-
ised by International Evan-
gelistic Fellowship (IEF) Tu-
ensang unit concluded on 
May 18 at Tuensang Town 
Baptist Church. 

The speaker of the 
event, Rev. Zotuo Kiewhuo, 
senior pastor and founder 
Koinonia Baptist Church, 
said revival comes from the 
Holy Spirit that will revive 
the people to unite with 
God. He encouraged the 
congregation to pray for the 
church.

A three-day crusade 
which began on May 16 
with 19 churches is stated to 
have witnessed more than 
one thousand people. 

Land Resources aims to 
develop 50000 ha. of 
coffee cultivation by 2030 
Dimapur, May 18 (EMN): The secretary of Land 
Resources department Y Kikheto Sema said the 
department vision to develop 50,000 hectares of 
coffee cultivation by 2030.

The secretary said this during a visit to coffee 
farm at Sendenyu village under Tseminyu sub-
division on May 17. An update from the depart-
ment informed. 

The department officers interacted with the 
coffee farmers and Kebentsin Club, which is also 
cultivating coffee in the village. 

It was learnt that coffee cultivation in the vil-
lage has covered 50 hectares of which 25-26 hec-
tares was cultivated by Kebentsin Club.

The secretary said coffee cultivation in one 
hectare could give employment to two persons 
– one direct and another indirect employment. 

 “If we cover 25,000 hectares, we can give 
employment to 50,000 persons and the employ-
ment will be sustainable since coffee can be har-
vested for 40-50 years,” he added.

Kikheto also informed that the department 
targets to put the state on the coffee map of India 
and steadily on the world map.

At the site, the secretary said that the present 
generation was mostly not in a position to 
practice the same type of traditional farming 
as practised by the forefathers. He encouraged 
the youngsters to adopt modern farming which 
comes with various technical and financial as-
sistances. 

He appreciated the staff for their tireless ef-
forts in creating awareness and practically teach-
ing the farmers on cultivation of various crops. 
He also lauded the Kebentsin Club for showing a 
good example to the villagers. 

Recalling about a black pepper buyer from As-
sam who was willing to pay INR 1000 per kg from 
Nagaland, Kikheto said the normal rate was INR 
800 per kg yet the buyer wanted to pay extra ow-
ing to the good quality produce from Nagaland.

The director of the department, Hoto Yep-
tho said there was no need for coffee farmers to 
worry about the market since it has now been 
channelized. 

He informed that the department has been 
able to revive some of the abandoned coffee 
plants during 80s and with new cultivation. The 
state was able to send out 7 metric tonnes abroad 
last year, he informed. 

Ruokuotuo Kuotsu, 
Khriezovolie Suokhrie, 
Menuosielie Üsou and 
Zashekho Hibo were the 

resource persons. Lima 
Imsong, missionary shared 
the word of God on the sec-
ond day.
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Our Correspondent 
Diphu, May 18 (EMN): Karbi An-
glong Sand & Stone Mahaldars 
and suppliers association (KAS & 
SMSA) held a consultative meet 
towards protecting the natural 
resources of Karbi Anglong with 
various social organisations of 
the district at Karbi Lammet Amei 
office in Rongtheang on May 18 
Friday.

The consultative meet was 
held with a view to share the views 
and opinions of various organisa-
tions in the presence KAS & SMSA 
towards protecting and keeping 
a check on the exploitation of the 
natural resources of the district by 
outsiders.

Vice president, KAS&SMSA 
Bijoy Teron in his introductory 
speech mentioned about the op-

erating system of sand mahals in 
Karbi Anglong and how the natural 
resources of the district are being 
drained out to other states and 
districts.

Teron said that Karbi Anglong 
is the richest district  in terms of 
natural resources compared to 
other districts of Assam. There 
is huge deposit of sand in rivers, 
stones, lime stones and coal and 
crude oil, iron ores and uranium 
below the ground, these resources 
are being exploited by outsiders 
and thereby losing huge revenue 
by Karbi Anglong Autonomous 
Council (KAAC), he added.

Teron said that the sands trans-
ported from Karbi Anglong to 
neighbouring districts and states 
on a daily basis can be counted in 
terms of crore. With the formation 

of KAS&SMSA, the rate of sand 
has been made uniform among 
all sand mahals and to check the 
sands going out illegally to Di-
mapur and elsewhere, Teron said. 

Teron further said, “per sand 
loaded truck going from sand 
quarries is charged INR 13000 here, 
whereas the same quantity of sand  
per truck in Dimapur is sold at 
INR 30,000 and after reaching Ma-
nipur it is sold at INR 80,000. From 
Ouguri in West Karbi Anglong in 
one day 300 sand loaded trucks go 
out. This sand goes to Nagaon and 
upto Guwahati. The sand quarry is 
controlled by one Jitu Gour of Gu-
wahati. The sand from Balipathar 
is being taken freely without any 
valid documents and stones from 
Parokhuwa are being transported 
illegally.  In this way the resources 

of Karbi Anglong are being exploit-
ed and making profit by outsiders.”

About the activities of social 
organisations Teron said that the 
members should be engaged in 
various source of earning to keep 
the organisation alive, rather than 
looking for donations. Teron also 
claimed that even the Nagaland 
police are involved in illegal sand 
transportation. He claimed that 
trucks of Nagaland police are be-
ing used for sand transportation 
which are being intercepted be-
tween Manja and Dillai of NH-36. 
Such racket of Nagaland police 
involvement in sand mafia has 
been taking place for a long time, 
Teron claimed. 

“We are not solely intended 
towards profit making, but for a 
uniform fixation of rates of sand 

and to check on the exploitation 
of sand and to solve the problems 
of sand mahals. Several sand load 
trucks illegally going out are be-
ing intercepted with the initiative 
taken by KAS & SMSA. The rate of 
sand could be made uniform in 
all sand quarries,” Teron said. The 
KAS&SMSA is faced with criticism 
and blame from various quarters, 
but it stands firm, Teron said.

KAS&SMSA president Sujit 
Ronghang said that the association 
would not allow any over loaded 
sand trucks and if found should 
be reported. He sought the sup-
port and cooperation from social 
organisations in protecting the 
natural resources of the district. 

There are 23 sand mahals op-
erating in various sand quarries, 
Ronghang mentioned.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, May 18 (EMN): The proposed 24 
hours Karbi Anglong bandh has been with-
drawn. 

The bandh was called upon by the social 
organisation ‘24+’. The leaders of the organi-
sation said that the bandh was withdrawn to 
show respect to High Court.  

During a press conference held at its 
office in Diphu on May 18, a constituent 
organisation of 24+, United Karbi Students 
Association (UKSA), president Ratan Terang 
said, “the Gauhati High Court has directed 
Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council (KAAC) 
to create new rules and acts according to 
Para 2 Sub-para 7 of the Sixth Schedule of 
the Constitution of India within two weeks 
as Para 2 Sub-para 6 of . 1951 has become 
obsolete. The PIL was filed last year. Keeping 
this development in view and respecting the 
High Court we are withdrawing the bandh.”

Convenor, central working committee of 
24+ organisations, Angtong Engti said, “last 
year the Chief Executive Member (CEM) (of 
KAAC) said that the matter was sub judice 
and he cannot take any action. Now, it is 
no longer sub judice, the High Court has 
directed KAAC to make new acts and rules.”

The press conference was attended by 
social organisations leaders and activists.

Guwahati, May 18 (IANS): 
Continuing  i ts  f ight 
against the Citizenship 
Amendment Bill, 2016, 
the All Assam Students’ 
Union has now decided to 
create awareness against 
the Bill at the national 
level so that pressure can 
be mounted on the Cen-
tral government to drop 
the measure.

The powerful students’ 
body is continuously pro-
testing against the Consti-
tutional amendment Bill 
and has also met leaders 
of regional political par-
ties to have a consensus at 
national level over the Bill.

“We have already met 
leaders of 11 political past-
ies across the state over the 
Bill. We are going to meet 
more leaders at national 

level to have a consensus 
over the issue,” union ad-
viser Samujjal Bhattach-
aryya said on Friday.

A delegation, led by 
Bhattacharyya, met Bi-
har Chief Minister Nitish 
Kumar recently over the 
issue.

Nitish Kumar assured 
the delegation that he 
would write to the Prime 
Minister against the Cen-
tral government’s move 
to give citizenship on the 
basis of religion.

“We are going to meet 
(West Bengal Chief Min-
ister) Mamata Banerjee, 
(Odisha Chief Minister) 
Navin Patnaik and oth-
er strong regional party 
leaders across the country 
soon,” he said.

Student union Presi-

dent Dipank Kumar Nath 
said: “Assam is a small 
state and had already 
taken the burden of il-
legal Bangladeshis, who 
entered the state till mid-
night of March 24, 1971. 
The illegal infiltration from 
Bangladesh had already 
changed the demography 
of the state.

“The historical Assam 
Accord is a national com-
mitment which had cat-
egorically said that those 
who had entered the state 
after midnight of March 
24, 1971 will have to be 
detected and deported.”

He said the student 
body will have its cen-
tral executive meeting 
on Saturday followed by 
a delegates’ meeting on 
Sunday.

Shillong, May 18 (PTI): The Con-
gress, which emerged the single 
largest party in the February elec-
tions in Meghalaya but was not 
invited to form the government, 
today held statewide protests here 
and sent a petition to President 
Ram Nath Kovind, urging him to 
safeguard democratic principles 
and the sanctity of the Constitu-
tion.

The Congress staged dharnas 
and later, submitted a memoran-
dum addressed to President Ram-
nath Kovind at the Raj Bhawan.

Governor Ganga Prasad is cur-
rently not in Shillong.

“As a mark of protest, the Meg-
halaya Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee is organising statewide 
dharnas to protest this blatantly 
partisan and authoritarian act of 

the governor of Karnataka,” MPPC 
president Celestine Lyngdoh said 
in a petition to the governor.

Earlier, state Congress presi-
dent and MLA Ampareen Lyn-
gdoh and Congress legislature 
party secretary Hima Shangpliang 
staged a protest at the Congress 
Bhavan here.

The Congress had secured the 
maximum number of seats (20) 

in the then House of 58 in the As-
sembly elections held in the state 
on February 27.

The National Peoples Party 
(NPP), securing 19 seats, was called 
to form the government with sup-
port from the United Democratic 
Party (6), the Peoples Democratic 
Front (4), the Hills State Peoples 
Democratic Party (2), the BJP (2), 
the NCP (1) and two Independents.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, May 18 (EMN): 
Justice Ramalingam Sud-
hakar was sworn in as the 
5th Chief Justice of High 
Court of Manipur on May 
19 Friday. Manipur gov-
ernor Prof Jagdish Mukhi 
administered the oath of 
office to Justice Ramalin-
gam Sudhakar during a 
colourful ceremony held 
at the Darbar Hall, Raj 
Bhavan in Imphal. 

Justice R Sudhakar 
was appointed as Chief 
Justice of the High Court 
of Manipur by the Presi-
dent of India on May 9 
2018.

Justice Ramalingam 
Sudhakar hails from Pa-
napakkam Village, Vellore 
District in Tamil Nadu. He 
graduated with a Bach-
elors’ degree in Life Sci-
ences from Loyola College, 
Chennai and obtained 
a law degree from Ma-
dras Law College. Justice 
R Sudhakar was enrolled 
as an Advocate in the year 
1983 and started his prac-
tice as an associate of the 
Legal Luminary and Sen-
ior Advocate Habibullah 
Badsha, former Advocate 

General of Tamil Nadu 
and Public Prosecutor of 
Madras High Court. Jus-
tice Sudhakar, was ap-
pointed as a Judge of the 
Madras High Court in 
2005 and in 2016, he was 
appointed as a Judge of 
the High Court of Jammu 
and Kashmir. Later he was 
appointed as Acting Chief 
Justice of High Court of 
Jammu & Kashmir in the 
year 2018.

The day’s swearing-in 
ceremony of new Chief 
Justice of High Court of 
Manipur was attended 
by Chief minister N Bi-
ren Singh, Deputy chief 
minister Y Joykumar 
Singh, Rajya Sabha MP 

Ksh Bhabananda Singh, 
Former chief minister 
and Opposition Lead-
er Okram Ibobi Singh, 
former deputy chief 
minister Gaikhangam, 
cabinet ministers, Chief 
Secretary Dr Suresh 
Babu, director general of 
police LM Khaute, and 
other senior officials of 
the state government, 
senior advocates and 
judges of high court of 
Manipur.

In February 2018, Jus-
tice Abhilasha Kumari, 
Judge of the High Court 
of Gujarat was sworn in 
as the first lady Chief Jus-
tice of the High Court of 
Manipur.

Imphal, May 18 (IANS): Leaders of the 
opposition Congress in Manipur called 
on Governor J. Mukhi on Friday to for-
mally stake claim to form an alternative 
government in the state.

Manipur Governor Najma Heptulla is 
on leave while Assam’s Governor Mukhi is 
looking after Manipur these days.

Soon after coming out of Raj Bhavan, 
Opposition leader and former Chief 
Minister Okram Ibobi Singh said: “We 
demanded an immediate dismissal of 
the BJP-led coalition in Manipur because 
Congress, which had secured 28 seats in 
March 2017 Assembly elections, was not 
given a chance to form a government de-
spite emerging as the single largest party.

“If we are given a chance to form the 
government, we can easily prove majority 
within a few days.”

However, Mukhi said he would look 
into the memorandum submitted by the 
Congress.

The BJP, which secured 21 seats in last 
year’s elections, was given the first chance 
to form a government. It had joined 
hands with some splinter parties.

Declining to comment on the political 
developments unfolding in Karnataka, 
Manipur Chief Minister N. Biren Singh 
said: “It is a constitutional matter and I 
would not like to comment on it.”

Ibobi said that his party will wait till 4 
p.m. on Saturday and then it will take its 
next course of action.

Several politicians and legal luminar-
ies are of the view that the fate of the 
coalition government in Manipur hangs 
precariously on the outcome of the trial 
of strength in Karnataka.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, May 18 (EMN): The 
National science day and 
International museums day 
2018 cum the 13th anniver-
sary day of Manipur science 
centre was observed at the 
auditorium of Manipur Sci-
ence Centre Takyelpat in 
Imphal on May 18 Friday.

With theme “science & 
technology for a sustain-
able future,” the observa-
tion was organised by the 
department of science and 
technology with spot paint-
ing competitions for school 
students.

Deputy Chief Minister, Y 
Joykumar Singh who holds 
Science & Technology port-
folio was the chief guest 
of the observation while 
Commissioner (Sc & Tech) 
T Pamei and Director (Sc 
& Tech), Elangbam Ibocha 
Singh were also present at 
the observation.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Joykumar said that sci-
ence is all about the things 
that happens around us. He 
said, learning science is to 
think and the question of 
how things are happening 
and its relation with nature. 
Young minds should try 

to understand the laws of 
nature and its relation with 
human beings as well, he 
added.

In his speech, Commis-
sioner (Sc & Tech) Pamei 
said, students should have 
inquisitive minds to enquire 
and observe things around 
them. He said, scientific 
understanding among stu-
dents will help them de-
velop innovative ideas.

Director (Sc & Tech), 
Elangbam Ibocha Singh 
said that the National sci-
ence day is being observed 
every year to instil scientific 
temperament to the stu-
dents of the state. Therefore, 
scientific temperament has 
to be imbibed among peo-
ple mostly to the young 
minds, he said. He stated 
that Manipur science centre 
was set up in 2005 to facili-
tate students where many 
indoor and outdoor science 
shows are being displayed. 
Digital planetarium which 
is set up in the campus has 
also become functional 
from March this year. 

Awards were also dis-
tributed to the students who 
got positions in the spot 
painting competitions.

EM Images

Justice Ramalingam Sudhakar during the swearing-in ceremony as 
the 5th Chief Justice of High Court of Manipur on May 18 Friday.

Mirror Crossword 1822sud0ku 1662
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1821

ACROSS

1. “Brideshead Revisted” author 
Evelyn Arthur _____

6. Festival or feast
10. Ranch
14. Circulate or distribute
15. Den
16. Jai ____, sport
17. Diaphanous
18. Whale
19. Horizontal linear arrangements
20. Univalent radical OH (chemistry)
22. Parts of a play
24. “WKRP” actor Tim ____
25. Infant day care
26. St. Francis of ______
29. Funeral fire
30. Enclosed shopping concourse
31. System of exercises
37. Verbal exams
39. High spirits
40. Card game
41. City in Japan
44. Fruit
45. Ethereal
46. Promise
48. Amidst
52. “Negative cheers”
53. Rubber boot
54. Pierce
58. Beach resort
59. Angers
61. Orderly arrangement
62. Singles
63. Flower container
64. Tint or modify
65. Past tense of “To be”
66. Radio show “____ and Andy”
67. SSS 

DOWN
1. Desire or hope

2. Resembles burnt residue
3. Second hand
4. Irregular military tactics
5. Protagonists
6. Rock group “Pink _____”
7. Title of nobility
8. Twitch
9. Deletion
10. Travel costs
11. Without company
12. More crude or unrefined
13. Form of address to a young 

girl
21. Roman numeral for “13”

23. Largest Greek island
25. Mythological female nature 

spirit
26. In a frenzy
27. Indian dress
28. Thin narrow piece of wood
29. Poetry
32. Gush or outburst
33. Latin for “Found near rocks”
34. Chilled
35. Steeply projecting mass of 

rock
36. Withered

38. Additions to keels 
42. Jewish day school
43. On
47. Situate
48. Seemingly radiant
49. Northeastern state
50. More aged
51. Hangman’s knot
52. Public transit vehicles
54. Mexican currency
55. Large clay vessels
56. Vehement anger
57. Visual organs
60. Male sheep

solutions to suD0ku 1661

Consultative meet to check on 
illegal sand business held in diphu

Karbi bandh 
withdrawn 

Assam student body working 
for consensus on Citizenship Bill

Karnataka effect: Cong. protests across Meghalaya

Ramalingam Sudhakar sworn in 
as 5th Chief Justice of Manipur HC

Congress stakes claim to 
form government in Manipur

Manipur observes national 
science day, others 

KAS & SMSA claims Nagaland police involved in sand mafia 
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M.G.M.COLLEGE & M.G.M. HIGHER SECONDARY SCHOOL
UNDER THE AEGIS OF ST.THOMAS MISSION SOCIETY (HOME/SRC-6028) & MGOS CHURCH.

Midland, Dimapur - 797112 Nagaland.Tel. 03862 - 231892/248419 (O)

Congratulations to Mr. Pawan Sharma  
(9th Rank, HSSLC, Science- 86.6%).
Class 10- 81%
Class 12(Commerce)- 96%
Class 12(Science)- 84%
Class 12(Arts)- 92%
CLASS 11 ADMISSION NOTICE  
(ARTS, COMMERCE & SCIENCE)
Admission will commence from 19/5/18 on first come 
first serve basis.

B.A (GEN& HON) ADMISSION NOTICE. 
Direct admission will commence from 19/5/18. 
Classes will commence from 30/5/2018.
 Bishop Mar Theodosius Memorial (MTM) full 

Scholarship for students scoring 85% and above.
 Well qualified and experienced Teachers.
 Free education for School Toppers
 Admission on first come first serve basis  
 Hostel facility available for girls.

DP-404 

Important Dates for Admission into B.A./B.Sc./M.Sc. Programmes

B.A./B.Sc. M.Sc.
Issue of prospectus & application form 21/05/2018 (Monday) 11/06/2018 (Monday)
Last date of submission of application form 26/05/2018 (Saturday) 29/06/2018 (Friday)
Entrance test/Interview – 09/07/2018 (Monday)
Publication of selected & waiting lists 31/05/2018 (Thursday) 10/07/2018 (Tuesday)

Admission (selected list) 01/06/2018 (Friday)
02/06/2018 (Saturday) 11/07/2018 (Wednesday)

Admission (waiting list, if any) 04/06/2018 (Monday) 12/07/2018 (Thursday)
Commencement of classes 02/07/2018 (Monday) 16/07/2018 (Monday)

PROGRAMMES OFFERED
1.  Bachelor of Science (Honours) in Anthropology, Botany, Chemistry, Computer Science, Geography, 

Geology, Mathematics, Physics, Statistics, and Zoology.
2.  Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in English and Geography.
3.  Master of Science in Anthropology, Botany, Chemistry, Geology, Mathematics, Physics, and Zoology.

ELIGIBILITY
B.Sc. (Hons.) :  Class XII (Science) passed or equivalent from a recognised Board with a 

minimum of 50% in aggregate and a minimum of 45% in the subject in 
which one desires to take up Honours.

B.A. (Hons.) in English :  Class XII passed or equivalent from a recognised Board with a minimum of 
50% in aggregate and a minimum of 45% in English.

B.A. (Hons.) in Geography :  Class XII (Arts) passed or equivalent from a recognised Board with a 
minimum of 50% in aggregate and a minimum of 45% in Geography.

M.Sc. :  B.Sc. passed or equivalent from a recognised University/Institution with a 
minimum of 45% in B.Sc. Honours in the concerned subject or a minimum 
of 60% in aggregate in B.Sc. General.

MODE OF SELECTION
B.A./B.Sc. (Hons.) :  According to merit list based on the Class XII aggregate percentage.
M.Sc. :  Written test/Interview conducted by the respective departments.

CBCS (Choice Based Credit System)
The College follows the UGC-recommended Choice Based Credit System (CBCS) which offers curricular 
flexibility, allowing a student to take an Honours in his/her desired subject with Core, Skill Enhancement, 
Discipline Specific and Generic Elective courses. It is in tune with global trends and has a sound grading system 
that reflects the learner’s performance in the best possible way. 

Sd/-
Principal

Kohima Science College, Jotsoma

KOHIMA SCIENCE COLLEGE
(An Autonomous Government P.G. College)

Jotsoma, Nagaland

ADMISSION NOTICE 

(NAAC Accredited A Grade – 1st Cycle, 2011)
(NAAC Re-accredited A Grade – 2nd Cycle, 2017)

K-1688

Mr. Litsiivi Rume,

B.Sc(Zoology Hons),  

University Gold
Medalist, 2014

Ms. Yanchopeni

Lotha,  

B.A (Edu. Hons.) 

University Subject 
Topper,2016

Ms. Rajashree

Mohanty,  

B.Sc (Zoology Hons.)

University Gold
Medalist, 2017

Courses Offered:
Higher Secondary - Arts  & Science.

B.A. (Bachelor of Arts)- 
General - English, Alt. English, History,

Political Science, Education & Economics 
Honours - English, Political Science,

History, Education & Economics. 
B.Sc. (Bachelor of Science)- 
General - English, Computer & its

Application, Botany, Chemistry, Zoology &

Geology 
Honours - Botany, Chemistry & Zoology 

Contact us - Post Box No. 253, Lengrijan, 

Dimapur –797112,Nagaland. 

Phone : 03862 – 248275/ 248212 

Email -immanuelcollege797112@gmail.com 

www.immanuelcollege.in

Estd:1994

D-5422

DP-406

PRINCIPAL

A D M I S S I O N   N O T I C E
Issue of Prospectus and Admission Form to B.A & B.Com 1st Semester 
from 21st  May (10:00 AM to 2:00 PM) for both Kohima Campus and 
Sechü Campus on first come first basis.
A. KOHIMA CAMPUS:
1) B.A Honours in English, History, Political Science and Sociology.
2) B.Com Honours in Accountancy.
B. SECHÜ CAMPUS (SECHÜ ZUBZA)
1) B.A Honours in English, History, Political Science and Sociology.
2) Separate Hostels for Boys and Girls.

K-1690

B A P T I S T C O L L E G E
MISSION COMPOUND

Phone No. (0370) 224989
KOHIMA-797001, NAGALAND

E-mail : bap    college@gmail.com

Admission forms for class – 11 (eleven) 
ARTS and SCIENCE for the academic 
session 2018 – 2019 can be obtained 
from the school office on all working 
days, i.e. Monday to Saturday between 
9.a.m. – 1.p.m.  Direct Admission will be 
given according to first come first serve 
basis. However, personal appearance is a 
must.  The School provides good Hostel 
facilities separately for both BOYS & GIRLS 
under the good guidance of the School 
Management, full time Lecturers and 
Theologian Wardens.

ADMISSION NOTICE FOR CL – 11 
ARTS & SCIENCE 2018

D-5423

ST. STEPHEN’S HIGHER SECONDARY SCHOOL 
Near D.C’s Office Complex, D.C. Court Area   

DIMAPUR - 797112  NAGALAND

(PRINCIPAL)

POST VACANCY
For an upcoming computer 

Institute in Kohima 
1. Computer Faculty - 1 post 
 Salary - `15,000/- (negotiable)
 Qualification: M.Tech/B.Tech/MCA/BCA/B.E/B.SC

2. Receptionist - 1 post
 Salary - `7,000/- 
 Qualification: 12th Pass with good communication 

skills and pleasant personality.

Interested candidates may mail your resume to 
md.rict@ramietech.in
Or call +91- 7085057960 for more details.

K-1689
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DAILY

PATH
Sometimes life deals us a tremendous blow. Other times the miraculous happens.

Three young men, captives in Babylon, stood in front of the fearsome king of that land and 
boldly proclaimed that under no circumstances would they worship the giant image of gold 
towering above them. Together they declared: “If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, 

the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, and he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand. But 
even if he does not, we want you to know . . . we will not . . . worship the image” (Daniel 3:17–18).

These three men—Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego—were hurled into the fiery furnace; and 
God miraculously delivered them so that not a hair of their head was singed and their clothing was 
smoke-free (vv. 19–27). They had been prepared to die but their trust in God was unwavering—
“even if” He had not saved them.

God desires that we cling to Him—even if our loved one isn’t healed, even if we lose our job, 
even if we are persecuted. Sometimes God rescues us from danger in this life, and sometimes He 
doesn’t. But the truth we can hold firmly is this: “The God we serve is able,” loves us, and is with us 
in every fiery trial, every even if.

Dear Lord, we love You! Please give us unwavering faith—and strength and hope for each 
day—no matter the circumstance.

Even If
BIBLE READ:   DANIEL 3:8–18 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

The God we serve is able to deliver us from 
[the fire] . . . . But even if he does not, we want 

you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not 
serve your gods. 

~   Daniel 3:17–18 

The Ultimate 
Dad Jokes List — 
And the Reason 

Why Fathers 
Tell Them

F
athers, please note: Whenever 
your child says "I'm ready" it 
is a legal requirement that you 
say: "Hello, Ready, I'm Dad!"

The telling of extremely lame 
"jokes" has been a duty for adult males 
since the first people evolved. ("Got 
any fruit? I'm hungry." "Hi, Hungry, 
I'm Adam.")

You can even see this in small boys. 
If you laugh at your son's joke, he will 
repeat it multiple times, eventually 
taxing your ability to simulate laugh-
ter.

But it is when a male achieves fa-
therhood that a massive biochemi-
cal change takes place, causing him 
to pretty much limit his utterances to 
Dad Jokes.

Other members of the family have 
to play their parts, providing set up 
lines. Wife: "Can you call me a taxi?" 
Husband: "Sure! You're a taxi!"

And that includes children. Child: 
"Daddy, can you make me a jam sand-
wich?" Daddy: "Abracadabra! Bing! 
You are now a jam sandwich!"

Guys who are not yet fathers can 
rest assured that your family members 
will find this totally endearing ("infu-
riating"), and will show their delighted 
appreciation by rolling their eyes and 
palming their faces.

The nature of fatherhood was on 
this columnist's mind after a reader 
sent in a recent news story from the Al-
Massae newspaper of Morocco.

A professor went to his doctor in the 
small city of Sidi Slimane for a routine 
check-up. The doctor did some tests 
and told the unnamed man (let's call 
him Professor Sidi) that he was com-
pletely sterile, and had been all his life.

This came as a surprise, as Profes-
sor Sidi's wife had apparently borne 
him nine children. A somewhat awk-
ward conversation later took place 
which must have gone something like 
this. Sidi: "The doctor says I've been 
sterile all my life. So our children aren't 
mine." Wife: "Ah. Right. Oops." Sidi: 
"Do you have anything to say for your-
self?" Wife: "I'm sorry." SidiI: "Hello, 
Sorry, I'm Professor Sidi!"

This columnist consulted a lawyer 
who said that paternity fraud is illegal 
in most countries, including Morocco, 
but not in England. There, women can 
legally deceive their husbands about 
their children unless the man is a 
member of the royal family, in which 
case it is a crime under the Treason Act 
of 1351. There are a lot of laws which 
only apply to women who marry Brit-
ish royals, and I hope someone has 
told Meghan Markle.

There is a scientific reason dads tell 
bad jokes. Mothers have deep verbal 
relationships with their children, but 
fathers are unable to do this, so con-
nect on a silly level instead. Daughter-
on-the phone: "Dad, I'm busy, can you 
call me later?" Dad-on-the-phone: 
"Okay, Later! Speak to you later, Later."

On the downside, many fathers 
have poor self-awareness and will 
launch a Dad Joke when people are 
not in the mood. Such as this conver-
sation that took place in this writer's 
house the night before writing this col-
umn. Daughter: "Can you call Mom's 
phone? Mom can't find it." Dad: "Sure! 
Mom's phone! Mom's phone!"

Meanwhile, fathers should prepare 
a Dad Joke for their deathbeds. Here's 
a suggestion. Wife: "How do you feel?" 
Husband: "With my hands!" Wife: 
[*Rolls eyes*] Husband: [*Dies with a 
smile*]

(Nury Vittachi is an Asia-based  
frequent traveller. Send comments and 

suggestions via his Facebook page)

Nury Vittachi | IANS

God is able.

If You're Stressed, You Get Pimples. If You Cry, 
You Get Wrinkles. So Just Smile and Get Dimples.

Hypertension: Beware the Silent Killer On the Prowl

A
cne is chronic inflammatory dis-
ease of the pilosebaceous glands 
present in the skin of the face .This 
disease is characterised by the for-

mation of comedowns (blackheads), ery-
thematous papules, and in a few cases, 
nodules or cyst and scarring. There are 
four major factors involved in the disease 
production viz, increased sebum produc-
tion, cornification of pilosebaceous ducts, 
microbial involvement and production 
of inflammation .This condition is found 
commonly in puberty. In Ayurveda, this 
disease is described as “Mukhdushika" or 
"Yuwan pidika”. Acne is a common chron-
ic inflammatory condition of skin with 
significant cutaneous and psychological 
disease burden. Though, acne is not a life-
threatening condition, the complications 
of acne such as permanent scarring ef-
fects on the quality of life and emotional 
well-being of person.  Acne affects both 
males and females, although males tend 
to have more with onset of puberty. Acne 
vulgaris is a chronic inflammatory condi-
tion of skin in youth. In Ayurveda, acne 
has been elaborated as one of the Kshudra 
Rogas (minor ailments). Acne is called as 
Yuvanpidika and Tarunyapitika as it mani-
fested in Yuva or Taruna (adolescence). As 
the disease has local spread over the face 
and due to the inflammatory and scar-
ring nature of lesions, acne is also called 
as Mukhadushika. Yuvanpidika or Tarun-
yapitika or Mukhadushika is character-
ized by Saruja (mildly painful), Ghan (firm 
on touch), Medogarbha (filled with oil/
sebum) and shape of Shalmali Kantaka 
(thorn of Salmalia malabarica). Several 
factors such as disturbed hormonal (an-
drogen) production, excess sebum pro-
duction, hyperkeratinization are involved 
in pathophysiology of acne. Accumulation 
of excess sebum, epithelial cells and kera-
tin obstruct the pilosebaceous follicle.

Nidana(causes)
•	 Ahara(Food)- Oily, Spicy, Fatty, Fast 

Food, Cold Drinks causes the distur-
bance of Tridoshas.

•	 Vihara(Regims)-	Atapsevan(Sun Expo-
sure), Diwaswapna(Day sleep), exer-
tion immediately after meal.

•	 Kala-The Vata and Kapha are vitiated 
by sheet Guna of climate and Ushana 
Kala vitiated Rakta Dhatu.

•	 Vaya-	 Mostly occurs in Tarunya or 
Yuwa Avastha.

•	 Mansik	 Nidan- Krodh, Chinta causes 
Pitta Prkopa, Vata Vridhi.

•	 Antahstravi	 	 granthis	 -	 Endocrinal 
factor increased production of sex 
hormones. The sebaceous gland hy-
peractive androgen and progesterone 
are responsible for hyperplasia of oil 
glands.

Purva-roopa	(premonitory	
symptoms/signs) 

Yuwan	 Pidias	 Poorva–	 Roopa are not 
specifically mentioned by any Granthaka-
ra. it may be as followed
•	 Kandu	(itching)
•	 Vedna	(pain)
•	 Shotha	(swelling)
•	 Vaivarnya	(skin	discoloration)

Roopa	(signs	and	symptoms)-The fol-
lowing are clinically manifestations of Yu-
wanpidika
•	 Ruja	(pain)
•	 Kandu	(itching)
•	 Strava	(discharge)
•	 Ghan	 (dense)	 and	 morphologically	

similar to Shalmali Kantaka (thorn of 
pigmentation).
Symptoms:

•	 Pain	(Vedana)
•	 Itching	(Kandu)
•	 Swelling	(localized	Shotha)
•	 Skin	discoloration	(Vaivarnya)
•	 Acne	(Pidika)	

Management	of	Yuwan	Pidika- In Ay-
urvedic text mainly two types of Chikitsa 
are described so following therapies are to 
be advised for the disease as
•	 Shodhan	 therapy- Vaman, Virechan, 

Nasya, Rakta Mokshna etc.
1)	 Vaman	 Karma	 (Emesis)-	 It is the 

best procedure to subside the Kaphaja ab-
normalities i.e Yuwanpidika.

2)	 Virechana	 Karma	 (Purgation)- 
This therapy is indicated specially to sub-
side Yuwanpidika. The purgative drugs ex-
pel the excess Pitta from the Guda Marga 
(anal route). Ayurvedic texts has explained 
Upvasa (fasting) , Virechana (Purgation), 
and Raktastrava(Blood-letting) as treat-
ment modalities in Raktaja and Pittaja 
Vikara.

3)	 Nasya	 Karma	 (Nasal	 Therapy)	 - 
Acharya Vagbhatta has also described this 
process in Mukhdushika.

4)	 Shiravedha	(Blood-Letting)- Rak-
tamokhsana by Shirovedha is described in 
Mukhdushika.
•	 Shaman	 therapy-	 Internal medicine 

and external applications of drugs. For 
Shaman therapy many herbo minerals 
compounds are being advocated ei-
ther as internal or external medication. 
Single or in compound. Formulations 
(Aushadh Yoga) as described may be 
summarised. 
(i)	 Vati	 (Tablets)-	 Arogyavardhini 

Vati, Keshor Guggulu, Panchatiktaha Gh-
rut Guggulu, Amrita guggulu, Sarivadi Vati, 
Khadiradi Vati.

(ii)	 Kwatha	 (Decoction)- Maha 
Manjisthadi Kwatha, Khadirash-
tak Kashaya, Patoladi Kwatha, 
Khadira Kwatha,Gudduchyadi 
KwathaAsavaAristha- Sarivadhyasava, 
Khadiraristha, Madhvasav, Manjisthadh-
yaristha.

(iii)	 Churna	 (powder)-Aamalki chur-
na, Manjistha churna, Panchnimbadi 
churn, Triphla churna, Giloya churna.

(iv)	 Ghrita	 (medicated	 ghee)-	 Maha-
tikkta Ghruta, Panchatiktaka Ghruta, Tik-
tashatpala Ghruta, Triphla Ghruta.

(v)	 Rasa	 Aushdhi- Rasamanikya, 
Gandhak Rasayana.

(vi)	 Bhasma-	Praval Bhasma, Swarna 
Makshik Bhasma.

Apathya(Avoid):
•	 Hot	 (Ushna),	 Spicy,	 Oily,	 Fried	 and	

Pungent Food, Junk Food, Fast Food 
and Outside Food.

•	 Virudha	Ahara-	Food	that	is	incompati-
ble to each other such as Milk with Fish 
Etc. 

Pathya	(Benificial):
•	 Food	 items	 with	 Tikta	 Rasa	 (Bitter	

taste) like Patola, Giloya, Methika etc.
•	 Fresh	green	and	leafy	vegetables.
•	 Enough	 water	 intake	 (specially	 Luke	

warm water).
•	 Mental	relaxation	techniques	like	med-

itation and Yoga.
•	 Single	Herbs- Lodhra (Symplocos race-

mosa), Manjistha (Rubiya cordifoliya), 
Usheer (Vetiveria zizaniodes), Padma-
kha (Prunus cerasoides), Haridra (Cur-
cuma longa), Chandana (Santalum 
album), Sarsapa (Brassica campastris), 
Anantmula (Hemidesmus indicus).

Yoga	 and	 Meditation- Yoga Therapy 

suggest Pranayama, Asana, Shatkarma, 
and Meditation. Stress, Increased toxin 
content, Disruption in bowel movements 
is some of the reasons for acne.
•	 Asanas- Bhujangasana, Matsyasana, 

Halasana, Sarvangasana, Trikonasana, 
and Balasan help increase blood circu-
lation to the head and face area.

•	 Yoga	 Mudras-	 Varun Mudra/JalVard-
hak Mudra, Prithvi Mudra.

•	 Morning-	 Kapalabhat Pranayama on 
empty stomach. Antaranga and Ba-
hiranga Kumbhaka and Mahabandha 
(Jalandhara, Uddiyana and Moola) 
may be integrated into the Pranayama 
practice. For persons, who usually gets 
more problematic in summer, espe-
cially with oily skin cooling Pranaya-
mas, such as Sheetali and Sheetkari, 
can help proving effect to the skin and 
retain its glow.

•	 Shatkarma-	 Neti, Kunjal and Laghoo 
Shankhaprakshalana.

•	 Meditation-	Meditate twice a day, eve-
ry day. The more you do, the more you 
will radiate from within and then out. 

Conclusion:	 In current era Yuwanpidi-
ka is the one of the most burning problem 
in youngsters. Modern text described Acne 
vulgaris as a chronic inflammatory disor-
der of sebaceous follicles characterized 
by the formation of comedone, papules 
and pustules, less frequently nodules or 
cysts. In Ayurveda number of remedies 
are available with marked success and 
benefit over conventional modern drugs. 
The Lepa and Pralapa are described as a 
Shamana Chikitsa in previous stages of 
Mukhadushika while in severe cases Shod-
hana Chikitsa should be applied. Moreo-
ver the Ayurvedic therapies have long last-
ing affects with nil side effects.

Note:  Ayurvedic medicines and 
treatments should be taken under 
Qualified Ayurvedic Doctor/Physician. 
contact 9483328411. The drugs 
described in this article are for general 
information/educational purpose only. 
Anyone should not use these without 
consulting a qualified Ayurveda doctor/
physician.

(Dr Imlikumba is a registered ayurveda 
practioner working as a Medical 

Officer(Ayur) in Bokajan Civil Hospital 
and the Chief Consultant of Health 

Naturally Clinic Kevijau Colony 
Dimapur. He can be contacted at  

imlikumba@gmail.com)

O
ne of the deadli-
est disorder that 
is wrecking may-
hem in today’s 

society is hypertension. 
Hypertension or commonly 
known as high blood pres-
sure is  a medical condi-
tion which occurs when 
the arterial blood pressure 
rises above the normal 
level (120/80 mmHg) on 
repeated measurements. . 
It is the prime cause of an 
array of major health prob-
lems such as heart attacks, 
strokes, kidney failure, an-
eurysms, loss of vision and 
dementia. A great number 
of people suffering from 
hypertension are not aware 
of their condition since in 
most cases the ailment does 
not manifest any visible 
symptoms. Often a heart 
attack or stroke acts as the 
wake-up call for hyperten-
sion and thus many a time 
too late for any treatment. 
Hence, hypertension is of-
ten called the silent killer!  

To educate the masses 
and increase their aware-
ness and cognizance of hy-
pertension its prevention 
and complications World 
Hypertension League 
(WHL) celebrates World 

Hypertension Day every 
year on May 17. This year, 
the theme for the World 
Hypertension Day is Know 
Your Numbers, by which 
WHL intends to encour-
age people to participate 
in May Measurement 
Month. In this new enter-
prise which started in 2017, 
screening sites will be set up 
across the world to check 
the blood pressure of the 
public. The WHL recom-
mends that the blood pres-
sure for the general popula-
tion without complications 
needs to be less than 140/90 
mmHg whereas for peo-
ple suffering from diabetes 
mellitus or chronic kidney 
disease, it should not go be-
yond 130/80 mmHg.

Hypertension is both 
genetically mediated and 
lifestyle related disease; 
stress too, has an upper 
hand there! In many cases, 
hypertension can be in-
herited by the children 
from their parents who suf-
fer from hypertension.   A 
sedentary lifestyle, lack of 
exercise, substance abuse, 
smoking, use of oral contra-
ceptive pills also aid in caus-
ing hypertension. Although 
termed as the silent killer 

since clear symptoms of the 
ailment do not manifest, 
severe hypertension does 
show certain symptoms 
of headaches, drowsiness, 
fatigue palpitation, confu-
sion, blurred vision, ringing 
sensation in the ears, irreg-
ular heartbeat and difficulty 
in breathing.

Depending on the 
causal factors, there are 
two types of hypertension: 
primary or essential hy-
pertension and secondary 
hypertension. The primary 
hypertension is more prev-
alent in the society but its 
causes are not known.  The 
secondary hypertension 
is generally caused due to 
kidney damage, tumours, 
adrenal gland over-activity, 
coarctation of the aorta, 
sleep apnoea syndrome, 
substance abuse, thyroid 
gland dysfunction, etc.

Today’s youth are 
competitive and are too 
focussed on their profes-
sional growth at the cost 
of their health. As a result, 
one in every three Indian 
adults suffers from hyper-
tension. According to the 
reports by the World Health 
Organization, 23.10% men 
and 22.60% women above 
the age of 25 years, today 
are victims of hypertension. 
Even kids today are not im-

mune from hypertension! 
The grimmest part is that 
for about 90% patients, the 
causal factors leading to 
the ailment are unknown 
and 50% of the patients are 
totally oblivious to their af-
flictions. Specialist doctors 
of Columbia Asia Hospital 
Yeshwanthpur recommend 
a strict regulation of overall 
lifestyle to prevent the men-
ace of hypertension.

To prevent and keep a 
check on hypertension, it 
is imperative that we main-
tain a healthy lifestyle and 
follow healthy food hab-

its and exercise regularly. 
We should include a lot of 
fruits and greens in the diet 
and restrict the intake of 
sodium (1.5 to 2.5 g). The 
diet should be high on fi-
bres and low in fats. It is 
mandatory that we get our 
BP checked at regular in-
tervals. Efforts should be 
taken to lower bad choles-
terol level in the body. One 
can indulge in aerobics, 
yoga or Zumba to maintain 
healthy body weight and 
regulate blood pressure. 
Care should be taken to 
avoid taking stress as much 

as possible. Alcoholism 
and smoking too should be 
avoided as should be junk 
and oily food. Remem-
ber Hypertension creeps 
in slowly and silently but 
hits hard, in many cases it 
proves to be fatal without 
even giving a chance at 
treatment. Healthy living 
is the only mantra today to 
keep this sneaking assassin 
at bay. 

(Dr. Prabhakara Shetty 
Heggunje is a consultant 

of  Cardiology in Columbia 
Asia Referral Hospital 

Yeshwanthpur)



Up above the hills, where 
a forest of  nodding flow-
ers and an endless valley 
of  Himalayan mountains 

paint the sky, lives one of  India’s 
most-loved writers -- Ruskin Bond.

He’s lived in this humble Ivy 
Cottage since 1981 and has penned 
numerous tales to traverse a 68-year-
long journey exclusively spent in 
writing. And even as he turns 84, he 
shows no signs of  slowing down. “In 
fact, I think I am writing more now,” 
he revealed in an exclusive interview 
to IANS at his residence ahead of  his 
84th birthday.

Bond’s vivid tales from the Ivy 
Cottage, and his descriptions of  the 
view from the window at the foot of  
his bed, can often be deceiving for 
what one imagines to be some sort 
of  a mansion of  a celebrated writer 
is actually a humble first-floor flat of  
“an ordinary man”.

“I’ve never cared for riches; what 
will I do with them?” he asks.

And yet, when Rusty, as his read-
ers lovingly call him, looks back at 
his writerly life, memories of  several 
consecutive years when his love for 
writing plunged him into financial 
depths come flashing by. There were 
very few resources and opportunities 
for writers when he set out with his 
literary career. Multinational pub-

lishers were yet to find a footing in 
India and so, as his longtime friend 
and publisher David Davidar puts it, 
“our would be man of  letters set sail 
for England”.

In England, he found a home for 
“The Room on the Roof,” his very 
first novel that won him the prestig-
ious John Llewellyn Rhys Prize in 
1957 at the mere age of  23. But con-
trary to the prevailing notion, Bond 
contended, that his time in England 
was not very fruitful.

“‘The Room on the Roof ’ was 
what I carried with myself  from In-
dia. I wrote very less there; or even 
in Delhi, there was no writing at all,” 
he said. And thus from the royalty 
advance that he was paid for his first 
novel, he sailed back to India. Stop-
ping by in Karachi, he went looking 
for the names and contacts of  editors 
whom he could “bombard” with his 
stories and articles. The then young 
man wanted to make a living by free-
lancing his writings.

The Illustrated Weekly of India 
and The Statesman were the main 
sources of income for Bond during the 
1950s to the 1970s and even the 1980s, 
paying about Rs 35-Rs 50 per write-up. 
He constantly churned out stories and 
articles because they were his “bread 
and butter”. And when things went re-
ally bad, he even did some odd jobs.

Things changed for the struggling 
writer when publishing houses began 
to find a footing in India.

Penguin India came in 1985 
-- and the publishing space would 
change forever. It started publishing 
in 1987 with only six books. Five 
years later, in 1992, HarperCollins 
arrived and other major publishing 
houses followed. Even though Rupa 
was founded way back in 1936, its 
publishing gained a lot more momen-
tum after their arrival. So did the rise 

of  other home-grown publishers.
While the search for authentic 

stories from India was just beginning, 
here was Bond, with his tonnes and 
tonnes of  stories and articles, ready to 
be compiled in anthologies and col-
lections. The freelancer soon became 
an adored figure -- loved and revered 
by generations of  readers.

“Of course I want the royalty 

checks, but my desires are very sim-
ple. I did not have a very happy child-
hood so I want to ensure that my 
grandchildren have a secured life, so 
should Rakesh and Bina (his adopted 
family),” he noted.

For the last 37 years, he has lived 
on the top floor of  “this windswept, 
somewhat shaky house on the edge 
of  a spur” in Landour. His bedroom 
window (in picture) opens “on to the 
sky, clouds, the Doon valley and the 
Suswa river -- silver in the setting sun 
-- and range upon range of  mountains 
striding away into the distance”. But 
thousands of  others living nearby too 
have a similar view, so what is it that 
strikes a chord with Bond and per-
haps not so much with others?

A child at heart, Bond leads this 
visiting IANS correspondent to the 
legendary window and says that 
“nobody, nobody has this view”. At 
night, “the sky is tremendous with 
stars”, the sparrows come at noon 
“to squabble on the windowsill” and 
clouds are “passers-by” during the 
day. “Here I sit,” he says, pointing to 
a small bed, tucked in the far end cor-
ner of  the room, “and write”.

There are occasional visitors, 
trekking all the way from Mussoorie 
to see his house. “Yesterday, someone 
was clicking pictures of  my staircase 
and I thought this is the worst stair-
case in all of  Mussoorie, why would 
someone want its pictures? Then he 
saw me looking out of  the window 

and the camera immediately turned 
towards me, I quietly disappeared,” 
he laughed.

The postman comes four to five 
times a week, bringing letters and 
gifts from readers. And in these calm 
and serene, undisturbed and solitary 
surroundings, Bond sets his pen to 
paper -- everyday without fail.

A chronicler of  his life, almost 
everything that Bond has written 
comes from his own experiences. He 
maintained that he is writing more 
than ever before because, apart from 
his memory growing stronger with 
age, he has a much broader and larg-
er range of  people and experiences 
to write about. In his latest book 
“Stumbling Through Life” (Rupa), 
releasing on his birthday, he weaves 
together a selection of  his essays and 
writings to bring to the reader the rich 
tapestry of  his life, peppered as it is 
with delightful eccentricities and a ge-
niality rarely found.

“If  some day I am to be remem-
bered at all, it should be for the stories 
and tales I have written. I am a very 
simple man, always believed in the 
beauty of  small things, I am grateful 
to the readers for loving me so much. 
My stories belong to them as much as 
they belong to me,” he says, his voice 
soft and emotional.

Happy birthday, Rusty!
(Saket Suman can be contacted at 

saket.s@ians.in )
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Do you say yes 
every time someone asks for a favor, Aries? 
Is it sometimes hard to find time for yourself 
because you’re so busy coming to the rescue 

of a friend or family member? Today’s celestial energy 
asks you to think about you. Say no to your sister’s tenth 
babysitting request in two weeks. Do absolutely noth-
ing if that’s what you wish. Take care of yourself before 
taking care of everyone else!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Do you think 
your body reflects who you are, Taurus? If you 
have the feeling that it doesn’t, it’s probably 
because the image you have of yourself isn’t 

quite right. Take a close look at yourself in order to re-
adjust that image. You’ll see that your body is the exact 
mirror of who you are at the moment. The alignment of 
the planets will help you see this more clearly now.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Has it been dif-
ficult these past few days to communicate 
with those close to you? Are you a little skepti-
cal about your charm? In fact, have you been 

feeling somewhat unsure of yourself in general? The 
day ahead is excellent for a fresh start. You’re full of 
confidence. You have a natural gift for diplomacy, and 
your sense of refinement will once again be noticed 
and appreciated.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): It has been 
fairly easy for you to detect the truth be-
hind the situations you’ve encountered 
lately. However, beginning today, your 

analytical abilities won’t be so reliable. The ups and 
downs of your relationships puzzle you in particular, 
and no amount of analysis yields a solution. A certain 
lack of commitment from other people will stir doubt, 
and you’ll begin to wonder if you’re truly appreciated 
and understood.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): How intense the past 
few days have been! You could spend months 
just reflecting on these recent experiences. 
But the mood isn’t conducive to introspec-

tion right now. A change of temper today encourages 
you to share your life more generously. But with whom 
will you share it? That may well be the question of the 
day.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): The day ahead may 
help you break away from the surrounding 
gloom and doom. A more playful influence is 
trying to make its way into your relationships, 

especially your emotional commitments. It could re-
fresh your interest in your love life. If you haven’t been 
spending enough quality time with your partner, you’d 
better make up for it now. Your mate will be overjoyed.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Sometimes you 
feel like you’re navigating through a thick 
fog, but the obscurity will finally lift today. 
The skies ahead are sunny and clear! You can 

expect an invitation to take a little trip or an offer to be-
long to a special group. Don’t pass up any opportuni-
ties to have fun, Libra. You can benefit from a diversion 
right now!

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Was some-
one close to you rude without any provo-
cation? Were you the target of unpleasant 
criticism? You take these slights to heart. 

Beginning today, and throughout the days to come, 
you can expect to withdraw somewhat in order to 
lick your wounds. You need more harmony and gen-
tleness in your love life, and you’re likely to obtain 
that soon. Be patient!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Having a 
personal opinion on any question isn’t the 
most difficult thing in the world to do, Sag-
ittarius. More difficult is confronting with 

some objectivity the opinions of others. The current 
celestial energy is marking a change toward a mind-
set that is more scientifically oriented. This is no lon-
ger the moment to affirm yourself but rather to learn 
from others.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Enough 
of thinking about yourself, Capricorn! The 
hour has now arrived to draw some conclu-
sions. You’re at the end of the lengthy vol-

ume you were writing on your inner life. You’ll have to 
integrate what you’ve learned with the different emo-
tions and situations that you’re in now. “Normaliza-
tion” will be the key word in the days to come.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Seduction 
through words is your real power, Aquarius. 
You have a great talent for anything involv-
ing words. So you’re going to be able to at-

tract even more admirers around you today! With the 
current planetary energy at work, you’ll surely get first 
prize in any contest of words. If you’ve been thinking 
about writing a love letter or a profile for a dating web-
site, by all means, do so now!

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): With today’s 
celestial energy, you’re going to feel like 
you’re on vacation, Pisces. This planetary 
configuration often gives people the feel-

ing of having a fresh mind and calm disposition. 
Problems that once seemed so complicated now 
appear simple and surmountable. You could also 
have some fun writing. Try it. You may be surprised 
by the results.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Saket Suman

Saket Suman  | IANS

My Stories Belong As Much to My Readers As 
They Belong to Me — Ruskin Bond

Scientists have identified the mo-
lecular handle that chikungunya 
virus grabs to get inside cells and 
cause arthritis pain, a finding that 

could lead to ways to prevent or treat the 
disease as well as related viruses.

The study, conducted over mice, iden-
tified the protein on cells called Mxra8 
that is needed for chikungunya virus to 
invade both human and mouse cells.

The virus uses Mxra8 protein as a 
handle to open a door into cells.

The handle, or receptor, is located 
on cells that build cartilage, muscle and 
bone. Joints are filled with such cells, 
which helps explain patients’ painful 
symptoms. 

By creating decoy handles, the re-
searchers showed that they could prevent 
the virus from grabbing that handle and 
thus reduce chikungunya infection and 
signs of arthritis.

“The name chikungunya comes from 
the Makonde language of Tanzania, and 
it means ‘to walk bent over.’ That’s how 
painful the arthritis can be,” said Michael 
S. Diamond, Professor at the Washing-
ton University in St. Louis, US. 

“We now know how chikungunya 
gets into cells, and we may have found 
a way to block the infection. If  the vi-
rus cannot get into the cell, it is unable 
to replicate and cause infection and dis-
ease,” Diamond added.

In the study, published in the journal 
Nature, the team deluged the virus with 
decoy handles, so that chikungunya would 
grab the decoy and be locked out of cells.

A day after infection, the level of vi-
rus in the mice’s ankles and calf muscles 
was between ten-fold and a hundred-fold 
lower in the animals that had been treat-
ed with Mxra8 proteins or blocking anti-
bodies than those that received placebo, 
and the numbers remained lower over 
the next two days.

In addition, three days after treat-
ment, the mice that had received the 
protein exhibited much less swelling in 
their ankles than those that received the 
placebo.

The results suggest that a compound 
that blocks the virus from attaching to 
Mxra8 on the surface of cells could pre-
vent or reduce arthritis.

Source: IANS

Decoded: How Chikungunya 
Virus Causes Arthritis Pain

Ladies, stop blaming genes for 
your larger waistline as you can 
overcome the genetic predispo-
sition to obesity through exer-

cise, a new study suggests.
The study found that physical activ-

ity reduces the influence of genetic pre-
disposition to obesity, and this effect is 
more significant in the oldest age group 
-- women aged 70 years and older.

These findings additionally support 
guidelines for promoting and maintain-
ing healthy behaviours, especially in 
older adults, to maximize quality and 
longevity of life, the researcher said.

“We are born with our genes, but this 
study suggests that we can improve our 
lives and health with exercise, regardless 
of genetics,” said Joann Pinkerton, ex-
ecutive director at the North American 

Menopause Society in the US. 
“As women age, exercise has been 

shown to improve muscle mass, balance 
and bone strength. It also invigorates 
brain cells, is associated with less arthrit-
ic pain, and improves mood, concentra-
tion, and cognition”, Pinkerton added.

The researchers also mentioned that 
regardless of age, genes, and amount 
of abdominal fat or body mass index 
(BMI), regular exercise can improve 
health.

For the study, published in the jour-
nal Menopause, the researchers ana-
lysed more than 8,200 women.

The previous studies have suggested 
that the genetic influence on BMI in-
creases from childhood to early adult-
hood, the researcher said.

Source: IANS

Researchers have found that 
a common antibacterial 
substance found in tooth-
paste may combat life-

threatening diseases such as cystic 
fibrosis (CF) when combined with 
a drug.

The study, published in the 
journal Antimicrobial Agents and 
Chemotherapy, found that when tri-
closan -- a substance that reduces or 
prevents bacteria from growing -- is 
combined with an antibiotic called 
tobramycin, it kills the cells that pro-
tect the CF bacteria, known as Pseu-
domonas aeruginosa, by up to 99.9 

per cent.
CF is a common genetic disease 

with one in every 2,500 to 3,500 
people diagnosed with it at an early 
age. It results in a thick mucus in the 
lungs, which becomes a magnet for 
bacteria.

These bacteria are notoriously 
difficult to kill because they are pro-
tected by a slimy barrier known as a 
biofilm, which allows the disease to 
thrive even when treated with antibi-
otics, the researcher said.

“The problem that we’re really 
tackling is finding ways to kill these 
biofilms,” said lead author Chris 

Waters, Professor at the Michigan 
State University.

According to the researcher, 
there are many common biofilm-re-
lated infections that people get such 
as ear infections and swollen, pain-
ful gums caused by gingivitis. 

But more serious, potentially 
fatal diseases join the ranks of CF 
including endocarditis, or inflamma-
tion of the heart, as well as infections 
from artificial hip and pacemaker 
implants, the researcher added.

For the study, the researchers 
grew 6,000 biofilms in petri dishes, 
added in tobramycin along with 

many different compounds, to see 
what worked better at killing the 
bacteria.

Twenty-five potential com-
pounds were effective, but one stood 
out, the researcher said.

“It’s well known that triclosan, 
when used by itself, isn’t effective 
at killing Pseudomonas aeruginosa. 
But when I saw it listed as a possible 
compound to use with tobramycin, 
I was intrigued. We found triclosan 
was the one that worked every 
time,” said Alessandra Hunt from 
the Michigan State University.

Source: IANS

Wind and solar energy in India are 
now outpacing fossil fuels as invest-
ment opportunities providing on 
average 12 per cent higher annual 

returns, 20 per cent lower annual volatility and 61 
per cent higher risk-adjusted returns than coal and 
natural gas, reports said on Friday.

Investors also increasingly see renewable 
energy as less risky than fossil fuel energy, even 
though wind and solar are new entrants in the en-
ergy mix.

This is predominantly because of shortcom-
ings that impact profitability of the fossil fuel en-
ergy sector in India, such as sourcing issues, 
import dependency, long construction 
periods, environmental regulations and 
more recently low plant load factors and 
stranded coal and gas power plants.

These are findings from a new series 
of reports titled “An Assessment of In-
dia’s Energy Choices” led by Climate 
Policy Initiative (CPI), the Indian School 
of Business (ISB), Jawaharlal Nehru 
University (JNU) and the Indian Insti-
tute of Technology (IIT Delhi).

The series looks at the future of renew-
able energy in India along different eco-
nomic dimensions.

From a broader macroeconomic perspec-
tive, the studies published under this initiative 
find that there is a close relationship between 
economic growth in India and renewable energy 
growth.

For example, higher renewable energy genera-
tion corresponds to lower unemployment, fewer 
net energy imports, a lower fiscal deficit and a 
higher GDP over the next 25 years.

Econometric analysis of realistic renewable 

energy deployment out to 2042 shows that India 
could add between two million and 4.5 million 
jobs in wind and solar.

Despite these strong economic 

signals, however, the stud- i e s 
indicate that to meet the offi- cial target 
of  renewable energy capacity of  175 GW 
by 2022, India needs to focus more on strong re-
newable energy policies and also on strong mac-
roeconomic policies.

“Assessing the various direct, indirect, and 
external costs and benefits of all energy resources 
will reflect the significance of renewables for In-
dia’s energy future,”, Shakti Sustainable Energy 
Foundation CEO Krishan Dhawan said in a state-
ment.

Shakti Sustainable Energy Foundation works 
to facilitate India’s transition to a cleaner energy 

future.
“Our work shows that meeting India’s 

renewable energy targets is clearly associated 
with positive impacts for India’s economy,” said 

CPI India Director Gireesh Shrimali.
“Unfortunately, while it is likely that the 

sector will continue to grow, there are a range 
of barriers to it reaching its full potential.”

The studies indicate that India should 
prioritize policies that support a strong 
fiscal environment.

As renewable energy growth is so 
closely related to economic growth, 
and vice versa, India can take steps to 
meet both clean energy and growth 
goals by focusing not only on strong 
renewable energy policies but also on 

strong fiscal policies.
The authors recommend that policy-

makers work to address the main invest-
ment risk factors for renewable energy.

The study also suggests a near-term path 
that transitions coal plants to flexibility assets.

CPI’s research points out that as renew-
able penetration grows, overall economic risk of  
stranding existing fossil fuel assets also increases 
at the same time that there will be a greater need 
for flexibility to provide base-load power.

Source: IANS

Exercise May Beat Genetic Predisposition 
to Obesity in Elderly Women

Antibacterial in Toothpaste May Combat Severe Lung Disease — Study

Renewable Energy Outpaces Fossils in India — Reports

(May 19 is Bond’s 84 birthday)
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SC directs Karnataka Assembly 
floor test at 4 pm today 

Justice Chelameswar shares dias 
with CJI on his last working day

CS assault case: Six-member 
police team questions Kejriwal 

Kumaraswamy, Siddaramaiah hold ‘strategy meet’ in Hyderabad 

SC nod to Cauvery Water Management Authority 

Ex-diplomat convicted of passing information to ISI 

PTI

Senior Congress leader and Advocate Abhishek Singhvi addresses the media after a hearing in the 
Karnataka government formation case, at Supreme Court in New Delhi, on Friday. 

PTI

J Chelameswar  (File Photo)

PTI

Delhi Police personnel arrive at Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s residence in connection with the 
alleged assault on Delhi’s Chief Secretary Anshu Prakash in February, in New Delhi, on Friday.

PTI

Karnataka Congress and JD(S) MLAs at the  Taj  Krishna Hotel, in Hyderabad, on Friday.

New Delhi, May 18 (IANS): 
The Supreme Court has 
directed a floor test on Sat-
urday to ascertain the sup-
port to Karnataka Chief 
Minister B.S. Yeddyurappa 
in the 224-member assem-
bly and barred him from 
taking any policy decisions 
till then.

Directing the floor test 
at 4 p.m, a bench of Jus-
tice A.K. Sikri, Justice S.A. 
Bobde and Justice Ashok 
Bhushan on Friday said 
the pro-tem Speaker, the 
senior most member of the 
House, would administer 
the newly-elected mem-
bers their oath and then 
conduct the floor test.

The court also rejected 
Yeddyurappa’s plea, made 
through senior counsel 
Mukul Rohatgi, for a week’s 
time to face the floor test.

Before passing the or-
der for floor test, the court 
noted that the adjudica-
tion of question whether 
Governor’s decision invit-
ing Yeddyurappa to form 
government is valid in law 
or not would consume 
substantial time and final 
decision cannot be given 
immediately, and hence, 
the court decided to take 
up the issue after vacations.

Having postponed the 
examination on the main 
issue for a later date, Justice 
Sikri said: “We deem it fit 
and proper that floor test 
to ascertain majority be 
conducted immediately.”

The court also reject-
ed Attorney General K.K. 
Venugopal’s suggestion 
that the floor test be con-
ducted through secret bal-

lot.
Bharatiya Janata Party 

(BJP) legislature party lead-
er B.S. Yeddyurappa was 
on Thursday sworn in as 
the Chief Minister after the 
May 12 elections threw up 
a hung assembly.

The BJP won 104 seats 
in the assembly elections 
held in 222 out of total 224 
seats, falling eight short 
of the 112 halfway mark. 
The Congress won 78 seats 
and the Janata Dal-Secular 
(JD-S) 37. The Congress 
later said it would support 
a JD-S-led government.

The court also re-
strained nomination of an 
Anglo-Indian member.

The election to one seat 
was countermanded after 

the death of a candidate.
The court also directed 

the Karnataka Director 
General of Police to per-
sonally ensure the security 
of newly-elected lawmak-
ers. At the outset of the 
hearing, senior counsel 
Rohatgi produced before 
the court two communica-
tions from the Chief Min-
ister to Governor Vajubhai 
R. Vala staking claim to 
form government, which 
said that besides 104 BJP 
MLAs “I have the support 
of others and have requisite 
majority.”

Apparently discomfort-
ed by the direction for floor 
test on Saturday, Rohatgi 
sought one week time tell-
ing the court that the Gov-

ernor has given 15 days’ 
time and Sakaria Commis-
sion 30 days’ time.

Resisting the floor test 
on Saturday, Rohatgi said 
that both Congress and 
JD-S have “locked their 
people” but “I have to gath-
er my flock together”.

“MLAs have to come, 
apply their mind and vote 
freely.”     He said the MLAs 
belonging to “unholy alli-
ance” of the Congress and 
the JD-S have been “de-
tained and threatened” in 
Kochi are being prevented 
to “vote according to their 
conscience”.

Taking a jibe at Ro-
hatgi’s concern over the 
“locking” of the two parties’ 
legislators, senior counsel 

Kapil Sibal, appearing for 
JD-S leader Kumaraswamy, 
said: “Their problem is that 
they (MLAs) are not ap-
proachable.”

On the lighter side, Jus-
tice Sikri referred to a tweet 
wherein the owner of the 
resort where 117 MLAs are 
lodged has said that he has 
the majority with him.

Taking a dig at the Gov-
ernor giving Yeddyurap-
pa 15 days’ time to prove 
majority, senior counsel 
Abhishek Manu Singhvi 
described Vala’s decision 
as an “enabling act with a 
small window” to “manu-
facture” majority support 
by poaching the Congress 
and the JD-S MLAs.

He said this could not 
be the interpretation of the 
exercise of power in “dis-
cretion” of the Governor.

This “is not, can’t be, 
shouldn’t be” the interpre-
tation of “discretion” in 
the exercise of powers by 
the Governor, said Sing-
hvi appearing for G. Para-
meshwara -- President of 
the Karnataka Cogress -- 
who had moved the court 
on behalf of the party.

At this, Justice Sikri said: 
“Discretion may be there 
in case of hard cases. But 
in easy cases, it is not there. 
Problem comes when no-
body has a majority. If this 
exercise has to be done 
objectively, he has to be 
satisfied.”

Sibal said that discre-
tion can be exercised in fur-
therance of constitutional 
morality and asked: “Will 
this court permit constitu-
tional immorality?”

New Delhi, May 18 (PTI): 
Justice J Chelameswar, 
the senior most judge of 
the Supreme Court who 
had virtually revolted by 
holding a controversial 
January 12 presser, today 
shared dais with Chief 
Justice of India Dipak 
Misra on his last work-
ing day.

Justice Chelameswar, 
who retires on June 22, sat 
in a bench headed by the 
CJI along with Justice D 
Y Chandrachud as today 
was the last working day 
before the apex court goes 
for the long summer vaca-
tion.

It is the custom in the 
top court that a retiring 
judge, on his last day, is 
given the honour of sit-
ting with the CJI in the 
majestic Court no 1.

Justice Chelameswar, 

who has been at logger-
heads with the CJI over 
the functioning of the 
apex court including the 
allocation of sensitive 
cases and on recom-
mendation of judges for 
appointment to higher 
judiciary, maintained the 
tradition of sharing the 
dias with the CJI.

The judge ended the 
speculation among the 
legal circles that he would 
not be a part of the bench. 
The speculation had 
gained momentum after 
he had refused the invite 
of the Supreme Court Bar 
Association which was 
preparing a farewell func-
tion for him today.

A large number of 
people, besides lawyers 
and litigants, thronged 
t h e  c o u r t  ro o m  t h i s 
morning. 

There was no men-
tioning in the court no 1, 
which is usually flooded 
with cases and where 11 
matters were listed for 
today.

The bench sat for a 
brief period and rose for 
the day at 11:15 AM.

S e n i o r  A d v o c a t e 
Rajiv Dutta, advocates 
Prashant Bhushan and 
Gopal Sankaranaray-
anan gave short fare-
well speeches to Justice 
Chelameswar.

Bhushan thanked 
Justice Chelameswar for 
“upholding democracy” 
and said,”On behalf of 
the Bar, I would like to 
say that it was an honour 
to have appeared before 
you. Future generations 
will remember your con-
tribution to democracy 
and to the country.” 

Dutta thanked the 
judge for “upholding the 
ideals of the institution”, 
while Sankaranarayanan 
expressed his gratitude 
towards him for the grace 
he has shown towards 
junior members of the 
Bar and said this would 
always be remembered 
and appreciated.

Justice Chelameswar 
left the courtroom with 
folded hands. 

He had earlier de-
clined an invitation from 
the SCBA for his farewell 
function citing personal 
reasons.

The judge also told 
the members of the bar 
that he had not accepted 
a farewell earlier when 
he was moving out of the 
Andhra Pradesh High 
Court to another high 
court.

New Delhi, May 18 (PTI): 
A six-member team of 
the Delhi Police today 
arrived at Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal’s office 
here to question him in 
connection with the al-
leged assault on Chief 
Secretary Anshu Prakash 
in February.

Sources said the team 
led by Additional Deputy 
Commissioner of Police 
(North) Harendra Singh 
has begun questioning 

the chief minister at his 
camp office and is also 
recording the proceed-
ings, as demanded by 
Kejriwal. 

Police said they have 
gone with their  own 
recording equipment. 
While some members 
of the team arrived at 
the chief minister’s office 
around 4.40 pm to set up 
the recording equipment, 
Singh arrived at 5 pm.

Around three-four ad-

vocates have also arrived 
at Kejriwal’s residence. 

Prakash was allegedly 
assaulted during a meet-
ing at Kejriwal’s official 
residence on February 19. 
Police said the chief min-
ister was present when 
the alleged assault took 
place.

Kejriwal had agreed to 
join the probe yesterday 
following a notice by the 
Delhi Police on May 16. 
He had demanded he be 

Hy d e r a b a d , Ma y  1 8 
(IANS): Former Karna-
taka Chief Ministers H.D. 
Kumaraswamy and Sid-
daramaiah and other 
leaders of the Congress 
and the JD-S held a cru-
cial meeting here on Fri-
day evening to discuss 
the strategy to be adopt-
ed in the state Assembly 
on Saturday when the 
BJP government seeks a 
trust vote.

Janta Dal-Secular (JD-
S) leader Kumaraswamy, 
Congress’ Siddaramaiah 
and top leaders of the 
two parties attended the 
meeting at the Taj Krish-
na hotel.

The two former Chief 
Ministers flew in to Hy-
derabad hours after the 
MLAs were shifted here by 
their respective parties to 
prevent them from being 
poached by the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) ahead 
of the crucial floor test in 
the new Assembly.

Siddaramaiah drove 
to the Taj Krishna and 
began consultations with 
the party leaders in the 
wake of the Supreme 
Court judgment directing 
Chief Minister B.S. Yed-
dyurappa to take the floor 
test at 4 p.m. on Saturday.

According to Con-
gress sources, the senior 

New Delhi, May 18 (IANS): The 
Supreme Court on Friday approved 
the Cauvery Water Management Au-
thority (CWMA) for the implementa-
tion of the 2007 Cauvery Award, as 
modified and reaffirmed by the top 
court by its February 16 judgment.

“The corrected draft scheme is 
in consonance with the dictum and 
directions in the Award, as modified 
by this court and also in conformity 
with Section 6A of the 1956 Act,” the 
court said while telling the Centre 
that “the draft scheme ought to be 
taken forward to its logical end in 
accordance with law with utmost 
dispatch”.

A bench of Chief Justice Dipak 
Misra, Justice A.M. Khanwilkar and 
Justice D.Y. Chandrachud said the 
government would notify it before 
the monsoon season sets in on June 
1.

Headquartered in Delhi, the 
CWMA will be the sole body to im-
plement the Cauvery Water Disputes 
Tribunal award -- aimed at distri-
bution of Cauvery waters between 
Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Kerala and 
Puducherry -- as modified by the 
apex court. The Centre would have 
no say in it except for issuing admin-
istrative advisories to it.

The CWMA will be assisted in the 
discharge of its functions by a Cau-
very Water Regulation Committee 

(CWRC) located in Bengaluru.
The CWRC is mandated to col-

lect daily water levels, inflows and 
storage position at Hemavathy, 
Harangi, Krishnarajasagara, Kabini, 
Mettur, Bhavanisagar, Amaravathy 
and Banasurasagar reservoirs.

Clearing the draft scheme, the 
court rejected the suggestion/objec-
tions to the scheme by Karnataka 
and Kerala.

Justice Khanwilkar, who pro-
nounced the order, said: “... we are 
of the considered opinion that the 
suggestions/objections of Karnataka 
and Kerala are devoid of merit.”

The court said: “The draft 
scheme has been formulated singu-
larly for that purpose and the same 
will have to be taken forward to its 
logical end in accordance with law 
with promptitude” and with utmost 
dispatch.

“Needless to observe, we cannot 
allow the parties to reopen the issues 
already settled in the Award and as 
modified by this court, indirectly in 
the guise of questioning the appro-
priateness of Clause 9(3)(iii) in the 
draft scheme....” 

It said that the CWMA will be 
bound by the contours regarding ap-
portionment of river water in terms 
of the Award.

On May 14, the Centre submitted 
in the Supreme Court the draft of 

the Cauvery management scheme, 
following which the court had said 
it will examine whether the scheme 
conformed to its February 16 judg-
ment.

On May 16, the court asked the 
Centre to modify its draft scheme 
and remove clauses which said that 
in case of any dispute between the 
four States over the sharing and al-
location of water, it would be the 
final arbiter and its decision would 
be binding.

The modified draft affirmed on 
Friday was submitted to the apex 
court on May 17.

The authority is vested with the 
power and duty to “do any or all 
things necessary, sufficient and ex-
pedient for securing compliance and 
implementation of the final decision 
and directions of the tribunal further 
modified by Supreme Court order” 
of February 16, 2018.

The CWMA has been vested with 
the powers to supervise the storage, 
apportionment, regulation and con-
trol of Cauvery waters; supervision 
of operation of reservoirs and with 
regulation of water releases with the 
assistance of Regulation Committee; 
and regulated release by Karnataka 
at the inter-state contact point at 
Billigundulu gauge and discharge 
station, located on the border of 
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu.

New Delhi, May 18 (IANS): A court 
here on Friday convicted former 
Indian diplomat Madhuri Gupta in 
a case related to passing on sensi-
tive information to Pakistan’s Inter-
Services Intelligence (ISI).

Additional Sessions Judge Sid-
harth Sharma held Gupta guilty 
under sections of the Official Se-
crets Act (OSA) and criminal con-
spiracy under the Indian Penal 
Code (IPC).

“The conduct of the accused in 
passing on sensitive/secret infor-
mation in the light of documents 
proved on record and evidence led 
by the prosecution categorically 
proves the charge under second 
part of Section 3(1) (c) of the OSA, 
punishable upto a period of three 
years, as well as under Section 5 of 
the OSA read with 120-B IPC,” the 
court said.

However the court acquitted 
her of the stringent section 3(1) 
(Part-I) of the Official Secrets Act 
which attracts a maximum punish-
ment of 14 years.

The court observed that Gupta’s 
action could have been useful to 
the enemy country “which were 
strategically very important for the 
foreign policy of the country and its 

secrecy was of utmost important”.
“In one of the e-mails, the ac-

cused is also promising collecting 
information regarding Hydro Elec-
tric Power Projects in Jammu and 
Kashmir which could have proved 
useful to the enemy country during 
war and destruction... could have 
proved serious crisis to the coun-
try,” the court said.

The accused was unable to give 
such information but her intention 
of passing on such information 
and her going to Jammu on a false 
excuse of attending a wedding 
points to her intention of help-
ing the enemy country, the court 
noted.

“She (Gupta) had been giving 
information regarding various 
postings of officers of defence, 
Ministry of External Affairs and 
High Commission of India as well 
as their family particulars which 
could have caused danger to the 
life and security of said officers 
and their family,” the court said in 
its order.

The court will hear arguments 
on the quantum of sentence on 
Saturday.

Gupta revealed certain classi-
fied information to Pakistani of-

ficials and was in touch with two 
ISI officials, Mubshar Raza Rana 
and Jamshed.

As per the chargesheet filed in 
July 2010, Gupta was in a relation-
ship with Jamshed, whom she 
planned to marry.

The chargesheet said she used 
a computer installed at her resi-
dence in Islamabad and a Black-
berry phone to stay in touch with 
the two Pakistani spies.

The former diplomat claims she 
is innocent.

Once a second secretary at the 
Indian High Commission in Islam-
abad, Gupta was arrested on April 
27, 2010 for spying and on charges 
of passing on information to the 
Pakistani intelligence agency.

On January 7, 2012, the trial 
court charged Gupta with spying 
under the Official Secrets Act. She 
was granted bail on January 10, 
2012.

Police challenged the order and 
sought modification of the charges.

The Delhi High Court allowed 
the plea in February 2016 and 
directed to frame a charge against 
Gupta under the section having 
a maximum punishment of 14 
years.

leader gave directions to 
the MLAs to ensure co-
ordination to defeat the 
trust vote. The meeting 
was attended by all 76 
MLAs of the party.

Kumaraswamy, who 
has already staked claim 
to form the government 
with the support of the 
Congress, also reached 
Hyderabad and drove to 
Novotel, where his par-
ty MLAs were camping 
since their arrival in the 
city early on Friday.

The JD-S leader held 
a meeting with the party 
leaders and discussed the 
strategy to be adopted on 
Saturday. He later drove 

to Taj Krishna for a meet-
ing with Congress leaders 
and MLAs.

Three bus loads of 
MLAs arrived here af-
ter their night-long road 
journey from Bengaluru. 
This happened after the 
plans of the two parties 
to move the legislators to 
Kochi failed.

All 76 Congress MLAs 
checked in at Taj Krishna 
in Banjara Hills. The bus 
carrying 36 JD-S MLAs first 
stopped at Park Hyatt in 
the same area but was later 
taken to Novotel Hotel.

 Telangana Congress 
chief Uttam Kumar Red-
dy, senior leader Moham-

med Ali Shabbir and oth-
ers met the party MLAs at 
Taj Krishna.

Within hours of the 
MLAs checking in at the 
hotels came the Supreme 
Court judgment direct-
ing the BJP government 
in Karnataka to prove its 
majority on the floor of 
the Assembly on Satur-
day.

Meanwhile, the lead-
ers of the two parties 
were busy making ar-
rangements to take their 
MLAs back to Bengaluru. 
Sources said the legisla-
tors may fly to the Karna-
taka capital in a chartered 
plane.

allowed to video record 
the proceedings. How-
ever, the police had said 
the proceedings will be 
video recorded, but the 
chief minister won’t be 
allowed to do so. 

T h e  p o l i c e  m i g h t 
also summon his deputy 
Manish Sisodia in the 
case as he was present 
when the alleged incident 
took place.

The police have al-
ready questioned 11 AAP 
MLAs present at the chief 
minister’s residence for 
the meeting. Two of the 
party’s MLAs -- Amantul-
lah Khan and Prakash 
Jarwal -- were arrested in 
the case.

Kejriwal, his former 
advisor V K Jain and Siso-
dia were also present in 
the meeting. Jain was also 
questioned in the case. 

On February 23, a 
police team had exam-
ined the CCTV system in-
stalled at the chief minis-
ter’s residence in the Civil 
Lines area and seized the 
hard disk. The forensic 
report on the hard disk 
is still awaited. The al-
leged assault on the chief 
secretary had triggered a 
bitter tussle between the 
Delhi government and its 
bureaucrats.



RESULT DECLARATION
NHM/B-35/HR/2016-17/00130 Dated Kohima, the 18th May 2018

KG-2525

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
STATE HEALTH SOCIETY: NATIONAL HEALTH MISSION

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE.
NAGALAND: KOHIMA

The Result of Interview conducted on 15th & 16th May 2018 for the post of Staff Nurse 
& Counsellor under Non Communicable Disease (NPCDCS) - NHM Nagaland is hereby 
declared.

For the post of Staff Nurse For the post of Counsellor

Selected list Waiting List Selected list Waiting List

Roll 
No Place of posting Waiting 

List Sl. No. Roll No Roll 
No

Place of 
posting

Waiting 
List Sl. No. Roll no

90 Mokokchung DH 1 58 17 Mokokchung 1 4
93 Mokokchung DH 2 74 1 Wokha 2 15
65 Wokha DH 3 28 11 Phek 3 13
68 Wokha DH 4 39 21 Zunheboto   
77 Phek DH 5 61 20 Peren

106 Phek DH 6 43 10 Mon
73 Zunheboto DH 7 44 9 Tuensang
88 Zunheboto DH 8 38 2 Kiphire
47 Peren DH 9 7 19 Longleng
87 Peren DH 10 14
27 Mon DH 11 10

116 Mon DH 12 11
111 Tuensang DH 13 12
15 Kiphire DH 14 9
96 Kiphire DH 15 113
2 Longleng DH 16 115

89 Longleng DH 17 16
71 Noklak CHC 18 5
57 Bhandari CHC
60 Pungro CHC
67 Jalukie CHC
3 Medziphema CHC

1. Roll No with names is displayed on NHM notice board.
2. Selected Candidates may come to collect appointment order on 30th May 2018 at 

SPMU – NHM, DHFW. 
3. On the day of collecting the appointment order, candidates are directed to bring plain 

Non Judicial Stamp paper of Rs 20 or Rs 50 along with 2 passport size photograph.
4.  Date of orientation shall be notified on 30th May 2018. Failure to appear for the 

orientation shall be considered declined.
5. The wait listed candidate in order of merit shall be given preference if any of the 

selected candidates surrender or forego the seat.
6. The waiting list is valid for Six (6) month only.
7. For any queries, applicant may contact +913702270565 on working days between 

10:00 am to 3:00pm.
-Sd/-

(Dr. Kevichüsa Medikhrü)
Mission Director, NHM.

NAGALAND            UNIVERSITY

NO.SAMN/ADMN-PRJ/E-136/16-251 Dated: 17.05.2018 
Interested qualified candidates are invited for a walk-in interview for 

the under rnentioned post funded by DBT on a project entitled “Establishment 
of institutional Level of Biotech Hub”, to be conducted on 30th May at 10:30 
a.m in the Conference Hall, NU, SASRD, Medziphema, campus. Candidates 
are required to bring with them the documents supporting educational 
qualification and experiences in original with one set photocopies to be 
retained by the institution.

SI. 
No

Name of 
the post

No. of 
post

Educational 
Qualification Desirable Monthly 

Emoluments
1. Junior 

Research 
Fellow 
(JRF)

1 Masters degree 
in any biological 
science with working 
experience in PCR, Gel-
electrophoresis and other 
biotechnological works, 
especially microbes will 
be preferred

Candidates with 
higher qualification 
and experience 
having ability 
to plan and 
execute works 
independently will 
be given preference

For NET/GATE 
qualified Rs. 
25,000/- + HRA 
10% per month 
For the non 
NET/ GATE Rs. 
12,000/- + HRA 
per month

NOTE: 
1. No TA/DA will be admissible to the candidate appearing the interview. 
2. The above post is purely temporary and co-terminus with project.  
3. The engagement will be for about a year (if not extended by DBT). 

(T. LANUSOSANG) 
Pro-Vice Chancellor

(A Central University Established by an Act No.35 of Parliament 1989)
School of Agricultural Sciences & Rural Development

Medziphema Campus - 797 106 (Nagaland)

DG-742

NOTIFICATION Dated Kohima, the     th May, 2018 

KG-2526

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
DIRECTORATE OF TOURISM 

NAGALAND: KOHIMA

NO.TOUR(T&S)-3/2011 -12/  //  Applications in plain paper is invited to give 
candidature for undergoing 3-year B.Sc. in Hospitality and Hotel Administration for the 
academic session 2018-19 at Shillong and Guwahati. 

Interested candidates may submit their applications supported by all the necessary 
documents to the office of the undersigned on or before 25th May, 2018. Selection of 
candidates will be done on the basis of the academic marks.

(AKHALE VIZOL) 
Addl. Director (HoD)

NAGALAND BOARD OF SCHOOL EDUCATION 
KOHIMA

NO.NBE-35/Ex-NSEE/2018-19 :: It is hereby notified for information of all concerned that 
the Nagaland State Entrance Examination (NSEE) 2018  for Para medical/Agri and 
Allied degree courses will be held on the 23rd May, 2018 at the following centres.   

Sl.no. Centre Roll nos. 

1. Baptist High, Kohima 80001 – 80840

2. Baptist College, Mission Compound, Kohima 80841 – 81455  

Note: 
i. The Provisional Admit cards shall be issued from the 21st to 22nd May 2018 in the 

Office of the NBSE. 
ii. Candidates are informed to collect the provisional admit card personally. 
iii. The signature in all the required places i.e. forms, counterfoil of the admit card, 

attendance register, etc. must tally. 
iv. Examination fee of ` 600/- (Rupees six hundred only) is to be paid during collection 

of admit card. 
v. As proof of identity, the candidate must produce the original/photocopy of the 

admit card of the HSSLC or HSLC Examination while collecting the NSEE Admit card 
and also have it in their possession in the examination hall. 

vi. No admit cards will be issued on the day of the examination. 
Candidates are advised to visit www.nbsenagaland.com to find out their roll nos., rules 
and instructions pertaining to the examination from the afternoon of 19th May 2018. 

Sd/- Asano Sekhose
Chairman 

NOTIFICATION  No. 30/2018 
Dated Kohima, the 18th May 2018

KG-2524

NAGALAND BOARD OF SCHOOL EDUCATION
KOHIMA

NO.NBE-2/Ex-10/2018-19:: The following information is 
hereby notified for all concerned :
1. The HSLC Compartmental Examination 2018 will 

be conducted from 11th – 16th June 2018. Routine 
will be made available in the Board’s website. The 
Examination centres shall be notified later.

2. Candidates who appeared the HSLC Examination 
2018 conducted in March 2018 and secured “Needs 
Improvement” grades in 3 (three) or less subjects are 
eligible to appear the Compartmental Examination. 
The examination fee is Rs.350/- per subject.

3. Eligible candidates for compartmental Examination 
are to contact their respective HSLC 2018 Examination 
Centres for filling up of the forms.  

4. For the purpose of submission of forms where there 
are multiple centres in a place, a particular centre has 
been identified as the designated centre for collection 
of forms from the candidates from the other centres. 
The designated Centre Superintendent shall forward 
the application forms.

5. The last date for submission to the designated centre 
by the candidates is 29th May 2018.

6. The Centre Superintendents of the designated centres 
shall submit the forms and other relevant documents 
to the Board’s Office on 31st May 2018.

7. The Board shall NOT accept the forms directly from the 
intending candidates.

8. A candidate who fails to qualify at the HSLC 
Compartmental Examination 2018 will have to appear 
in all subjects at the subsequent main examination i.e. 
HSLC Examination 2019.

9. No separate merit/topper list shall be prepared for the 
Compartmental Examination.

(Mrs. Asano Sekhose)
Chairman

NOTIFICATION  NO.28/2018
Dated Kohima, the        th May, 2018

KG-2526

PUBLIC INFORMATION

D-5428

OFFICE OF THE
CHÜMOUKEDIMA VILLAGE COUNCIL

DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND

The Chümoukedima Village Council hereby inform that Land Registration for Chümoukedima Town 
will commence from 4th June 2018-10th Aug. 2018, and that the below given chart for the following 
wards should be strictly followed for registration of land.
Sl. No. Area/Ward Chümoukedima Town Date (Period) Time Venue

1. Ward No. 1 & 2 04th June-08th June 9:00-4:00 PM TTKC Office
2. Ward No. 3 11th June-15th June 9:00-4:00 PM TTKC Office
3. Ward No. 4 18th June-22nd June 9:00-4:00 PM TTKC Office
4. Ward No. 5 25th June-29th June 9:00-4:00 PM TTKC Office
5. Ward No. 6 02nd July-6th  July 9:00-4:00 PM TTKC Office
6. Ward No. 7 09th July-13th July 9:00-4:00 PM TTKC Office
7. Ward No. 8 16th July-20th July 9:00-4:00 PM TTKC Office
8. Ward No. 9 23rd July-27th July 9:00-4:00 PM TTKC Office
9. Ward No. 10 30th July-03rd Aug 9:00-4:00 PM TTKC Office

10. Ward No. 11 06th Aug.-10th Aug 9:00-4:00 PM TTKC Office

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED FOR FRESH/RENEWAL
1. Two colour passport photo.
2. Sale deed/Gift deed duly verified/countersigned.
3. Old registration documents.
4. Original documents only should be presented.
5. All individual landowners/plot holders are advised to strictly follow the schedule chart for 

general conveniences.
All the ward G.B’s/Convenors of Chümoukedima Town are hereby requested to be present during 
the Land Registration Drive of their respective wards/area.

For further information please contact-
 Chairman (Mhasiletuo Visezo)
 Chümoukedima Village Council Secretary
 Mb. No. 9436013397 Chümoukedima Village Council
  Mb. No. 9612921621

DP-405

MISSION COMPOUND KOHIMA
(A fully fledged Science Higher secondary school affiliated to NBSE)

BAPTIST HIGH

PRINCIPAL

ADMISSIONS TO CLASS 11 FOR 2018-19 SESSION

PROSPECTUS AND ADMISSION FORMS ARE 
AVAILABLE IN THE SCHOOL OFFICE FROM 
9.30 AM TO 2PM ON ALL WORKING DAYS.
DIRECT ADMISSION TO THOSE SECURING 

50% IN MATHEMATICS AND 50% IN SCIENCE 
IN HSLC EXAMINATION 2018.

K-1687

K-1686

I, SENKALONG IMCHEN 
am applying for duplicate 
copy of Class-10 Admit 
Card bearing Roll 
No.3149163 Sainik School.

LOST NOTICE

D-5427
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Washington, May 18 
(IANS):  US President 
Donald Trump has reas-
sured Kim Jong-un that 
he would remain in power 
if  he gives up his nuclear 
weapons programme, but 
warned the North Korean 
leader with “decimation” 
if  he refuses to strike a deal 
with Washington.

Trump’s comments 
came on Thursday after 
Kim threatened to pull 
out of  the June 12 summit 
with the US expected to 
take place in Singapore, 
CNN reported.

Speaking to reporters at 
the White House, Trump 
said he was “willing to do 
a lot” to offer Kim “pro-
tections” if  he agrees to 
surrender his nuclear weap-
ons. 

“He will get protec-
tions that are very strong... 
The best thing he could 
do is make a deal,” the 
President said, adding that 
preparations for the meet-
ing were moving ahead “as 
if  nothing happened”.

Trump also said that 
the US had not heard of-
ficial word from the North 
Koreans about any inten-

tion to pull out. 
“Our people are liter-

ally dealing with them 
right now in terms of  mak-
ing arrangements, so that’s 
a lot different than what 
you read, but oftentimes 
what you read, if  it’s not 
fake news, is true,” he said.

But he also warned 
him, giving two options 
-- reach an agreement to 
denuclearize and remain 
in power or suffer the fate 
of  Libyan leader Muam-
mar Gaddafi, who was 
overthrown and murdered 
by rebels who were sup-
ported by a NATO bomb-
ing campaign in 2011.

“If  you look at that 
model with Gaddafi, that 
was a total decimation. We 
went in there to beat him. 
Now that model would 
take place if  we don’t 
make a deal, most likely,” 
Trump said.

“But if  we make a deal, 
I think Kim Jong-un is go-
ing to be very, very happy.” 

Trump, however, said 
that the US was not using 
“the Libyan model” in its 
negotiations with North 
Korea, distancing himself  
from National Security 

PTI

Donald Trump (FilePhoto)

Trump reassures Kim, then warns N. Korea could be ‘decimated’ 
Adviser John Bolton, who 
had explicitly mentioned 
“the Libya model of  2003-
2004” as a basis for talks 
with Pyongyang.

“The Libyan model 
isn’t the model we have at 
all when we are thinking 
of  North Korea. In Libya, 
we decimated that country 
... There was no deal to 

keep Gaddafi,” Trump 
said.

I n  2 0 0 3 ,  G a d d a f i 
agreed to eliminate his 
country’s weapons of mass 
destruction in exchange for 
US economic incentives, 
although the agreement 
purportedly did not give 
Gaddafi any security guar-
antees.
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Why Kelly Clarkson decided to host Billboard Music Awards
Singer Kelly Clarkson says she only agreed to host the Billboard Music Awards 
because she thought she would be a comedian’s wingman. “The Voice” star later 
found that she would be solo onstage in her first-ever hosting gig. “That was 
a DEFCON, red-alert, total run-for-the-hills moment,” usatoday.com quoted 
Clarkson as saying.  “But then we figured out something fun and cool to do that’s 
totally in my wheelhouse. Now I’m not really nervous. And I’m not afraid to look 
like an idiot, so we’ll start with that,” she added. The ceremony will be held on 
May 20 here. Stars like Ariana Grande, Camila Cabello, Dua Lipa and Shawn 
Mendes will be performing at the award gala. It will air in India on Vh1 on May 
21. (IANS)

Michael Jackson to 
have Detroit street 
named after him

Justin Timberlake delays European 
tour and axes three shows

Sonali Bendre hopes to 
keep love for reading alive

Spielberg in talks to direct 
DiCaprio in Ulysses S Grant biopic

Sridevi posthumously honoured 
at 71st Cannes Film Festival

FBI’s Donald Trump investigation named after Rolling Stones lyric

T
he late singer and his brothers 
became synonymous with the 
Motor City in 1969 when they 
were signed as The Jackson 
5 to Berry Gordy’s Motown 

label, which was based in Detroit, which 
was the start of Michael’s ascension to 
become the King of Pop.

Now - nine years after his death at 
the age of 50 - a section of Randolph 
in downtown Detroit will be renamed 
Michael Jackson Avenue at a June 15 
ceremony.

The announcement comes ahead 
of next month’s Detroit Music Weekend 
at which of four of Michael’s brothers - 
Jackie, Tito, Jermaine and Marlon - are 
scheduled to perform during the festival. 
The ‘ABC’ hitmakers will also receive a 
key to the city.

Although Michael is no longer with 
us in the future his fans could get the 
chance to see him perform again with 
The Jackson as a hologram.

Tito, 64, has revealed that he and his 
siblings have been offered the chance to 
have the ‘Thriller’ hitmaker turned into a 
virtual projection for a tour.

He previously said: “We’ve thrown the 
hologram idea around and we’ve consid-

ered it. We’ve been offered a hologram of 
MJ to have with us so there’s a really great 
possibility of us featuring that.”

Michael posthumously performed 
at the 2014 Billboard Music Awards via 
similar hologram technology singing 
‘Slave to the Rhythm’.

And there is already a hologram of 
the star used in the ‘Michael Jackson 
ONE’ tribute show in Las Vegas.

If the tour goes ahead, The Jacksons 
- as they are known now - would follow 
in the footsteps of the late Roy Orbison, 
who was recently back on the road in 
hologram form.

The ‘I Want You Back’ hitmakers 
started out as a three-piece in 1964 with 
Tito, Jackie and Jermaine.

They were soon joined by younger 
siblings Marlon and Michael and be-
came The Jackson 5.

Michael was just five when he be-
came part of the group, and at the age of 
13 he launched a solo career in 1971.

When the group left Motown Records 
for Epic Records in 1975, Randy Jackson 
became a member of the band replac-
ing Jermaine, who decided to stay with 
Motown, however he quit in 1990.

Femalefirst.co.uk

T
he ‘Say Something’ hitmak-
er was scheduled to kick 
off the next leg of his ‘The 
Man of The Woods Tour’ in 
Paris on June 22, however 

it will now commence on July 3 at the 
French capital’s AccorHotels Arena.

A statement from Live Nation said: 
“Justin Timberlake and Live Nation 
apologise for any inconvenience to 
fans.”

Other shows affected include 
Glasgow on July 5, which will now take 
place two days later on July 7.

Two shows in London on July 9 
and 11 at The O2 will go ahead as 
normal.

Fans who purchased tickets for 
Birmingham Arena on June 27, will be 
allowed entry to the new date at the 
same venue on August 27, whilst the 
July 1 concert at Manchester Arena 

has moved to August 29.
Three dates have been cancelled in 

Birmingham on June 28, Manchester 
on July 2 and Glasgow on July 6, with 
fans able to obtain a full refund at their 
point of purchase.

The reason for the tour delay and 
cancellations is not known at this 
stage.

The run now includes 13 stops 
including Amsterdam, Stockholm, 
Copenhagen and Berlin. The 37-year-
old singer is currently performing on 
the North American leg, which kicked 
off at the Air Canada Centre in Toronto 
on March 13, and is due to wrap up 
with a homecoming show in Memphis 
on May 30.

It’s Justin’s first full tour in four 
years following the ‘20/20 Experience 
World Tour’.

Femalefirst.co.uk

I
conic actress Sridevi 
was posthumously 
honoured at the 71st 
Cannes Film Festival. 
Filmmaker Subhash 

Ghai, who received the 
award on her behalf, says he 
felt honoured.

Sridevi was honoured 
with the TITAN Reginald 
F. Lewis Film Icon Award, 
which celebrates women of 
the film industry all over the 
world and also salutes the 
multicultural impact on the 
film industry. 

Ghai shared a few 
photographs of himself 
while receiving the award on 
Twitter and captioned it: “It 
was honour to receive the 
award on behalf of legend 
Sridevi Kapoor at Cannes 
Film Festival yesterday for 
her outstanding contribu-
tion in Indian cinema and 
shared my experience with 
impeccable inimitable actor 
to western audience hosted 
by Titan Reginald F. Lewis 
film honours.”

Sridevi’s producer 
husband Boney Kapoor 
said he and his daughters 
Janhvi and Khushi were 
overwhelmed with the rec-
ognition, tributes and love 

that the actress has been 
showered with. 

“Her work and life has 
touched so many hearts 
across the world and she 
has been an inspiration to 
millions. She will live forever, 
thanks to her body of work,” 
Boney said in a statement.

Sridevi in February died 
due to accidental drowning 
in a Dubai hotel. She was 
feted with a posthumous 
National Film Award for Best 
Actress in appreciation of 
her performance in her last 
released film “Mom”.

IANS

P
erhaps an acknowl-
edgement of the 
storm that it would 
cause, the FBI gave 
the investigation 

into the possibility of Russian 
interference in the election of 
Donald Trump the code name 
of “Crossfire Hurricane.”

The phrase was first coined 
in the opening line of the 
Rolling Stones’ 1968 single 
“Jumpin’ Jack Flash”: “I was 
born in a crossfire hurricane.”

The news was reported 
by The New York Times in a 

lengthy piece that details the 
origins of the ongoing inves-
tigation. It began 100 days 
before the election, and the 
FBI used many of the same 
people who, a few days earlier, 
had finished investigating Hi-
lary Clinton’s use of a private 
e-mail server for government 
business.

To date, Special Counsel 
Robert Mueller has indicted 
four of Trump’s campaign 
advisers -- George Papa-
dopolous, Rick Gates, Paul 
Manafort and Michael Flynn 

-- as well as a California man 
named Richard Pinedo on 
charges of false statements, 
conspiring against the U.S., 
identity fraud and money 
laundering.

All the men except Mana-
fort have pleaded guilty.

Released as a single in 1968, 
“Jumpin’ Jack Flash” brought 
the Rolling Stones out of their 
brief dalliance with psych-
edelic music on Their Satanic 
Majesties Request. The song’s 
title was inspired by Jack Dyer, 
Keith Richards’ gardener whom 

Richards had dubbed “Jumpin’ 
Jack.” The song reached No. 3 
on the Billboard Hot 100.

Richards recently con-
firmed that he objected to 
Trump giving himself top 
billing as the promoter of a 
Stones concert in Atlantic City 
in 1989 by showing promoter 
Michael Cohl a knife. “I got out 
my trusty blade, stuck it in the 
table and said, ‘You have to get 
rid of this man,’” he said. “Now 
America has to get rid of him. 
Don’t say I didn’t warn you!”

Ultimateclassicrock

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

Deadpool 2 (Eng) 2D: 11 am, 2 pm, 5 pm and 8 pm

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

A
ctress Sonali Bendre says 
one often forgets the joy 
of reading in day-to-day 
life, and hopes to come 
up with several initia-

tives to keep the love for reading 
alive.

The actress backed one such 
initiative on Wednesday by hosting 
the India Premiere of Jane Fonda’s 
“Book Club”. 

The premiere, hosted in asso-
ciation with Sonali Bendre and her 
popular online initiative Sonali’s 
Book Club (SBC), was a session 
on the importance of books, SBC 
community and expectations from 
the film. 

“With the daily commotion of 
life, one often forgets 
the joy some-

thing 
as 

simple as reading can bring. With 
these initiatives, we hope to keep 
the love for reading alive,” Sonali 
said in a statement to IANS. 

“’Book Club’ is such a great 
take on the joys Book Clubs can 
bring and the friendships that are 
developed through them. There 
was no second thought when it 
came to being a part of the India 
premiere and hosting this session, 
in association with PVR Pictures, 
which has been wonderful in 
putting this evening together. I’m 
looking forward to bringing you 
many more such initiatives from 
SBC,” she added. 

In the film, Diane Keaton 
(Diane), Fonda (Vivian), Candice 
Bergen (Sharon) and Mary Steen-
burgen (Carol) play successful 
older women getting back into the 
dating world, thanks to the erotic 
thriller trilogy -- “Fifty Shades of 
Grey”. The film is being brought to 
India by PVR Pictures. 

Also starring Richard Dreyfuss, 
Don Johnson, Craig T. Nelson, Ed 
Begley Jr. and Wallace Shawn, the 
film is scheduled to open on May 

25. 
Kamal Gianchandani, CEO 

PVR Pictures Ltd, said: “The 
film is a refreshing take on 
how last chapter just might 
be the best one yet. It was 
a pleasure having Sonali 
Bendre on board to sup-
port the film.”

IANS

V
eteran filmmaker 
Steven Spielberg 
and Oscar-winning 
actor Leonardo 
DiCaprio, who last 

worked together on 2002’s 
“Catch Me If You Can”, are in 
early talks to re-team for a 
Ulysses S Grant biopic.

Lionstate and DiCaprio’s 
Appian Way shingle last No-
vember acquired movie rights 
to “Grant”, the bestselling Ron 
Chernow biography that is 
being adapted by David James 
Kelly, reported Deadline.

Grant has been widely rec-
ognised as a superior military 
tactician for leading the Union 
Army to victory over the Con-
federacy during the Civil War 
under the supervision of Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln, win-
ning key battles at Shiloh and 
Vicksburg. He won two terms 
as President as a successor to 
Andrew Johnson and stabilised 
the economy along 
with at-

tempting to remove the last 
vestiges of slavery, which in-
cluded working to crush the Ku 
Klux Klan. David James Kelly is 
adapting the biography.

The feature will be pro-
duced by DiCaprio and Jen-
nifer Davisson.

DiCaprio, 43, who will next 
film Quentin Tarantino’s “Once 
Upon a Time in Hollywood”, 
is attached to star in sev-
eral projects in which he 
would play famous men 
in history, including 
a Leonardo da Vinci 
project for Para-
mount and a Teddy 
Roosevelt biopic 
that will reunite 
him with direc-
tor Martin 
Scorsese.

PTI
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Pep Guardiola

Joe Hart 

Manchester  United manager Jose Mourinho (L) and his Chelsea counterpart Antonio Conte. (File photo)

Manuel Neuer

Arsene Wenger 

Royal Challengers Bangalore‘s AB De Villiers (3rd from left) with team mates celebrates after taking the catch of Alex Hales of Sunrisers Hyderabad dur-
ing their IPL T20 cricket match 2018 match at Chinnaswamy Stadium in Bengaluru on Thursday.

PTI

RCB live to fight for another day Guardiola signs contract 
extension with Man City 

KDFRA referee results declared

Gutted Hart says 
World Cup snub a 
difficult pill to swallow

Neuer returns to Bayern 
Munich after 8 months out

Former captains flip 
out over plans to 
scrap coin toss

Mourinho hatchet buried as Conte seeks to save Chelsea’s season

Wenger, still in ‘shock’, sets deadline for future plans

Bangalore, May 18 (IANS): 
Royal Challengers Banga-
lore kept their playoff hopes 
alive as Sunrisers Hydera-
bad’s skipper Kane William-
son (81 off 42) and Manish 
Pandey’s (62 not-out off 38) 
blistering knock went in 
vain in a crucial Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL) clash at 
M. Chinnaswamy Stadium 
here on Thursday.

It was once again Wil-
liamson, who along with 
Pandey forged a crucial 
partnership to take Hydera-
bad on the verge of another 
nail-biting win. However, it 
was the hosts who clinched 
the issue by 14 runs to keep 
their playoff dream alive.

Chasing the massive 
219-run target, Hyderabad 
openers Shikhar Dhawan 
(18) and Alex Hales (37) took 
their side to a quick start, 
accumulating 47 runs in the 
first five overs.

However, the decent 
start was short-lived as Yuz-
vendra Chahal drew the first 
blood for the hosts in the 
sixth over when Dhawan 
came down the track but 
chipped back to the bowler.

With addition of anoth-
er 17 runs in Hyderabad’s 
scorecard, AB de Villiers 
took a stunning catch at 
deep midwicket to pack 
back Hales off a Moeen Ali 
delivery.

Skipper Williamson and 
Pandey then took the com-

London, May 18 (IANS): 
Manchester City manager 
Pep Guardiola has signed 
a contract extension to the 
end of the 2020-21 cam-
paign, the English Premier 
League (EPL) champions 
have announced.

Guardiola, who joined 
in the summer of 2016, has 
just overseen the best sea-
son in the club’s history, 
winning the Premier League 
title in record-breaking 
fashion, in addition to the 
League Cup secured in 
March after a 3-0 victory 
over Arsenal at Wembley, re-
ports Xinhua news agency.

His deal means this is 
the longest commitment he 
has made at a football club 
since becoming a manager 
in 2008.

“I am so happy and ex-
cited. It’s a pleasure to be 
able to work here,” Guar-
diola said on Thursday.

“I enjoy working with 
our players every day and 
we will try to do our best to-

gether in the coming years. 
As a manager, you have 
to feel good to be with the 
players -- and I feel good.

“I will focus on the de-
sire of my players to become 
a better team and every day 
that’s what I will try to do 
-- to improve on the pitch 
and improve our players. 
We have a young squad with 
an average age of 23 and we 
want to keep taking steps 
forward and maintain the 

levels we’ve achieved this 
season,” he added.

Guardiola, 47, has won 
77 of his 113 games in 
charge at City -- a win ratio 
of more than 68 percent 
-- and the 32 league wins 
he managed this season are 
the most he has achieved in 
a single campaign, beating 
the 31 with Barcelona in 
2009-10. He has now won 
23 major trophies in nine 
seasons as a manager.

Kohima, May 18 (EMN):  The Kohima Dis-
trict Football Referee Association(KDFRA)  
has declared that results of Class 111 
football referee examination conducted 
by KDRFA in November , 2017  at Mon.

In a press release on Friday, KDFRA 
convenor examination board Lhouliebeio 

Khezhie informed that the following can-
didates namely H Samuel Konyak, Khosa 
Rino, Ponwang Konyak, Longna Konyak, 
Hongshang Konyak, M Threyong Konyak 
and .Mosa Konyak have cleared/passed 
the Cooper Theory and Viva Voice in order 
of merit.

London, May 18 (IANS): 
Goalkeeper Joe Hart on 
Friday said he is gutted after 
being left out of England’s 
squad for next month’s 
World Cup in Russia, add-
ing he knows what he brings 
to the team and the snub is 
a hard pill to swallow.

“Not going to lie, I’m 
gutted. I know what I bring 
to the team, but it is what 
it is,” Hart wrote on Insta-
gram.

Hart was left out of Ga-
reth Southgate’s 23-man 
squad. The West Ham Unit-
ed goalkeeper was Eng-
land’s first choice under the 
bar at the past three major 
tournaments. 

“After two years of trying 
to make the most of a really 
tough situation, this is hard 
to take,” Hart added.

“I’m proud to have put 
in the graft and play every 
minute to qualify with the 
team and have a really im-

portant input in that out-
come. The players know 
that even though I won’t be 
there, I will have my Eng-
land shirt on as a fan this 
time and supporting all the 
way.”

Hart, 31, has 75 caps for 
England but in recent times 
has endured a a difficult pe-
riod at club level, first falling 
out of favour at Manchester 
City before conceding 39 
goals in 19 Premier League 
games on loan at West Ham 
this season.

Meanwhile, Arsenal 
midfielder Jack Wilshere 
-- another surprise exclu-
sion -- said on Thursday 
he “could have made a real 
impact” after he was also 
left out.

On Thursday, Southgate 
said it was a “difficult deci-
sion” not to select Hart but 
there was “no reason” it 
should mark the end of his 
international career.

Berlin, May 18 (IANS): 
Bayern Munich goalkeeper 
Manuel Neuer on Friday 
prepared for a match after 
missing eight months due 
to a foot injury that took 
him much longer to recover 
from than expected.

Neuer’s return was an-
nounced by the Bavarians 
on the eve of the club’s Ger-
man Cup final against Ein-
tracht Frankfurt, scheduled 
for Saturday, reports Efe.

During the week, Neuer 
managed to complete a full 
practice regimen with Bay-
ern for the first time since 
his injury.

However, it is likely that 
Neuer will stay on the bench 
on Saturday while team-
mate Sven Ullreich starts as 
goalkeeper for Bayern.

His injury caused con-
cern in Germany ahead of 
the World Cup.

Germany’s national 

New Delhi, May 18 (Reu-
ters): Proposals to scrap 
the time-honoured tradi-
tion of a coin toss prior to 
test matches defy logic and 
should not be considered, 
according to several former 
South Asian cricket cap-
tains.

A ritual since the first 
test between Australia and 
England in 1877 risks ex-
tinction when the Cricket 
Committee of the Interna-
tional Cricket Council (ICC) 
meet in Mumbai later this 
month to discuss the issue.

Debating the merit of 
toss has arisen as a need to 
reduce ‘home advantage’ 
that often results in host 
nations rolling out pitches 
doctored to favour their 
players in what tend to end 
up as one-sided encounters.

ESPNcricinfo reported 
the briefing notes circu-
lated ahead of the May 28-
29 meeting mention that 
more than one committee 
member believed a visiting 
captain should be free to 
decided whether to bat or 
bowl without the need of a 
coin toss.

“I’m actually at a loss to 
make any sense,” former 
India captain Bishan Singh 
Bedi told Times of India 
newspaper.

“First of all, why would 
you even want to tinker with 
a century-long tradition?” 
the spin great asked.

Bedi’s former team mate 
Dilip Vengsarkar admitted 

he was becoming dismayed 
by the frequent tinkering 
with playing conditions.

“If this is only about 
home team’s interference in 
pitch preparation then just 
introduce neutral curators,” 
the former test batsman 
told the same newspaper.

“Have a panel of neutral 
curators just the way the 
ICC has an elite panel of 
umpires and match ref-
erees.

“Why do away with a 
tradition that just not adds 
to the charm of cricket but 
gives both participating 
teams an equal opportunity 
to rise to the contest?”

Former Australia cap-
tains Ricky Ponting and 
Steve Waugh have backed 
a move to scrap the toss, 
while West Indies pace great 
Michael Holding also felt it 
would encourage an even 
contest between bat and 
ball.

Former Pakistan cap-
tain Asif Iqbal, however, is 
opposed to the idea which, 
he fears, would take excite-
ment out of the game.

“I am not in favour of 
scrapping the toss,” the 
58-test veteran told Dawn 
newspaper.

“Every visiting team will 
also be hosting tours and be 
having the home advantage. 
To be the best and top team 
in the world ranking you 
need to win both at home 
and more importantly away 
from home.”

mand, taking their side to 
touch the three-figure mark 
in 11.3 overs.

Meanwhile, the Hydera-
bad captain slammed his 
half-century off 28 balls, 
helping his side inch closer 
to the target.

The duo went on to 
forge a crucial 135-run part-
nership for the third wicket, 
lifting the visitors to 199 

runs in 19.1 overs.
With 19 needed off the 

final over, Mohammed Siraj 
jolted Hyderabad dismiss-
ing the visiting skipper to 
bring back Bangalore in the 
game.

Williamson’s knock was 
laced with seven fours and 
five sixes.

Pandey and incoming 
batsman Deepak Hooda 

could only manage five runs 
off the final five deliveries as 
the hosts sealed the match 
by 14 runs to keep them 
afloat in the league.

For Bangalore, Chahal, 
Siraj and Ali bagged one 
wicket each.

Earlier, de Villiers and 
Moeen Ali smacked breezy 
half centuries to help Ban-
galore overcome a shaky 

start and post a mammoth 
218/6 against Hyderabad in 
a must-win tie.

De Villiers (69 from 39 
balls; 4x12, 6x1) and Moeen 
(65 from 34; 4x2, 6x6) put 
on a 107-run third wicket 
stand to resurrect RCB’s in-
nings which fell apart after 
the early loss of the opening 
duo of Parthiv Patel (1) and 
skipper Virat Kohli (12).

London, May 18 (AFP):  
Chelsea manager Anto-
nio Conte insisted the bad 
blood between he and 
Manchester United boss 
Jose Mourinho is a thing 
of the past as they prepare 
to square off in the FA Cup 
final on Saturday.

Conte and Mourinho’s 
feud had bubbled since the 
Italian’s arrival at Mourin-
ho’s former club just under 
two years ago and exploded 
in a series of jibes last De-
cember.

However, the two recon-
ciled after United’s 2-1 win 
over Chelsea and February, 
and Conte claimed their 
relationship shouldn’t over-
shadow events on the pitch 
at Wembley.

“What is important is 
that there is an ordinary re-
lationship between him and 
me,” Conte said on Friday. “I 
will shake his hand tomor-
row, for sure. And then we 

will think about the game.”
Many believe Saturday’s 

showpiece will be Conte’s fi-
nal game in charge of Chel-
sea after a fifth-placed finish 
in the Premier League saw 
last season’s champions 
fail to even qualify for the 
Champions League.

“I can tell you for sure 
this will be my last match 
in this season,” said Conte 
with a wry smile.

However, Conte fiercely 
defended his record this 
season, claiming to have 
“worked harder” through-
out the campaign than in 
lifting the title last season.

Even if it should be his 
farewell, Conte is deter-
mined to leave on a high 
by winning a domestic cup 
competition for the first 
time in his managerial ca-
reer.

“We’ve had a difficult 
season, but we can finish 
that season with a trophy. 

London, May 18 (PTI/AFP): 
Arsene Wenger admits he 
is still in shock after the 
curtain finally came down 
on his 22-year-reign as Ar-
senal manager and told The 
Guardian he will decide by 
the start of the World Cup 
what to do next.

The 68-year-old French-
man -- whose trophy-laden 
reign at the Gunners came 
to an end without any sil-
verware in his final season 
and failed to secure Cham-
pions League football for 
next term -- said he hadn’t 
discounted taking on a dif-
ferent role.

Wenger -- who is to at-
tend the World Cup in Rus-
sia as a pundit for Qatari-
owned TV channel Bein 
Sports -- stood down a year 
before his contract was due 
to end amid increasing dis-
content both among the 
fans and the board.

“It’s just too soon to 
know what I will do next,” 
he told The Guardian in 
an interview conducted in 
Paris this week shortly after 
he had taken charge of his 
1,235th and final match in 
the Arsenal dugout -- a 1-0 
win at Huddersfield Town.

“I haven’t even emptied 
my desk yet and in a way I 
am still in a state of shock.

“I am going to give my-
self until June 14, the day 
the World Cup begins, to 
decide.

“The question is do I 
still want to coach, to be on 
the bench, or is it time to 
take up different functions? 
The one thing I can say for 
sure is that I will continue 

to work.” 
Wenger, who guided 

Arsenal to three Premier 
League titles, including the 
famous Invincibles 2003-04 
unbeaten season, and seven 
FA Cups, said he wasn’t cer-
tain whether, at his age, he 
wanted to go through the 
emotional turmoil of being 
a manager.

“But do I want to con-
tinue to suffer as much?” 
said Wenger.

“I want to continue to 
defend my ideas of football, 
that’s for sure. Spontane-
ously, I would say I still want 
to coach but I can’t really say 

that yet for sure.” 
- ‘Write new chapters’ - 
Wenger, who says he 

has not held discussions 
about a potential role with 
the Qatari owners of French 
champions Paris Saint Ger-
main, with whom he has 
close links and who he ad-
vised them to buy the club, 
concedes he is too restless 
to just loll around kicking 
his heels.

“I have friends who can 
go and lay on a beach all day 
long for the whole of their 
holidays and I envy them,” 
he said.

“I just can’t do that. I get 

bored. I need to be doing 
something. I need a chal-
lenge.

“I  h a v e  l i v e d  a n d 
breathed football all these 
years and it’s a passion -- I 
can’t imagine doing any-
thing else.” Wenger said his 
lack of a firm plan for the 
future also filled him with 
anticipation.

“That’s why, in a way, 
this is an exciting moment 
for me, too,” said Wenger.

“I have a new page, a 
blank page in front of me.

“As all good writers 
know, that can be a time of 
anguish but I hope I won’t 
have too much of that. It’s 
also a chance to write new 
chapters.” 

Wenger, who will also 
spend time in Russia travel-
ling with close friend David 
Dein, the man who took the 
inspired decision to bring 
him from Japan to man-
age Arsenal in 1996, said 
he believed he had helped 
improve English people’s 
perceptions of the French.

“When I arrived, you 
know, I was a complete un-
known and I have always 
had the impression I am 
representing my country in 
a way,” said Wenger.

“In a land where there 
has always been so much 
animosity between the Eng-
lish and the French I am 
proud to have achieved 
certain things and perhaps 
to have opened doors for 
other French coaches.

“Don’t forget, when I 
arrived in England a foreign 
manager was a very rare 
thing.

team coach Joachim Low 
included Neuer in his pro-
visional call, which includes 
another four keepers.

He is to decide in the 
coming weeks whether 
Neuer will travel to Russia 
for the 2018 World Cup.

Neuer won the 2014 
World Cup with Germany 
and is considered by some 
pundits to be among the 
best goalkeepers to ever 
play.

It’s always important for 
the players, the coach, the 
manager, our fans and the 
club, to finish the season 
with a trophy.

“I think now we are fo-
cused on this target. We 
have to try to do everything 
to win the game tomorrow.”

Conte at least has an 

almost fully-fit squad to 
choose from with only Ed-
erson Palmieri missing out.

And Conte hinted that 
first-choice goalkeeper 

Thibaut Courtois could start 
in goal despite Willy Cabal-
lero having played in all six 
of Chelsea’s cup games in 
their run to the final.
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ITALIAN OPEN 

AP/PTI
Spain's Rafael Nadal returns the ball to Italy's Fabio Fognini during a quarter final match at the Italian Open 
tennis tournament in Rome, Friday, May 18, 2018.

People watch Germany play against Algeria during their 2014 World Cup round of 16 game, at the Fanmeile 
public viewing arena in Berlin July 1, 2014. (File photo) 

Darren Moore 

Bastab Roy 

Dimitri Payet

Carlos Carvalhal Paul Lambert

Nadal beats Fabio Fognini to reach Rome semis

World Cup odds, predictions 2018: Germany win World Cup... according to computers

Injured Payet misses out on France's squad, Lacazette omitted

Portugal heads to Russia with 13 players from Euro 2016 win

Relegated Swansea and Stoke 
release coaches in record purge

East Bengal appoint Bastab Roy as head coach

Darren Moore named 
West Brom manager

Svitolina 
dominates 
Kerber, 
reaches semis

Rome, May 18 (AFP): Rafael 
Nadal continued his clay 
domination on Friday, rally-
ing from a set down to reach 
the Italian Open semi-finals 
with a 4-6, 6-1, 6-2 victory 
over Fabio Fognini.

The world number two 
needs to lift an eighth career 
title at the Foro Italico on 
Sunday to return to the top 
of the ATP rankings after 
losing that position to Roger 
Federer last week.

S p a n i a r d  N a d a l 
dropped the opening set 
in an hour but re-grouped 
effortlessly as he swept past 
the Italian in the one-sided 
second and third sets of 
their quarter-final tie.

"I'm not used to playing 
so early," Nadal said of his 
midday start. "But I'm very 
happy to be in the semi-
finals.

"This was a very impor-
tant win for me today."

Nadal also beat Fognini 
in Rome in 2013 in their first 
ever meeting. This was his 
11th victory in 14 meetings 
with the 21st-ranked Italian, 
and sixth in a row.

It was the first time in 
four years that Nadal man-
aged to win his quarter-final 
tie in Rome and next up he 

Rome, May 18 (IANS): 
Ukrainian tennis player 
Elina Svitolina on Friday 
continued her reign over 
Angelique Kerber, as she de-
feated the German 6-4, 6-4 
to book a place in the semi-
finals of the Italian Open, a 
WTA clay court event held 
in Rome.

Svitolina, world No. 4, 
needed one hour and 26 
minutes to earn her sixth 
consecutive win over for-
mer world No. 1, Kerber, 
reports Efe.

To do so, the Italian 
Open's defending cham-
pion had to rally from 4-2 
down in the first set, win-
ning four games in a row.

This victory was Svi-
tolina's eighth in hers and 
Kerber's head-to-head 13 
career matches.

For a place in the fi-
nal, Svitolina is set to take 
on either Danish Caroline 
Wozniacki, world No. 2, or 
Estonian Anett Kontaveit, 
who stunned the United 
States Venus Williams on 
Thursday.

London, May 18 (AP): The 
departures of coaches Car-
los Carvalhal and Paul Lam-
bert from relegated English 
Premier League clubs on 
Friday raised the number 
of manager changes to a 
record 15 this season.

Swansea decided not to 
renew Carvalhal's contract 
and Stoke let go of Lambert 
by "mutual consent."

They were the third and 
fourth coaches to leave their 
roles this week, following 
Sam Allardyce at Everton 
and David Moyes at West 
Ham.

There were 10 changes 
during the league, plus the 
pre-announced exit of Ar-
sene Wenger at Arsenal.

The previous record was 
13 in 2013-14 for a league 
season from Aug. 1 to May 
31.

Carvalhal succeeded 
Paul Clement at Swansea in 
December, three days after 
leaving Sheffield Wednes-
day.

Carvalhal won five of 
his first nine league games 
as Swansea climbed to 13th 
place, but they picked up 
only three points from the 
last 27 on offer and were 
relegated in the last round 
last Sunday. They finished 
18th, confirmed after losing 
to Stoke 2-1 at home.

Swansea spent seven 
consecutive years in the 
topflight.

Stoke lasted a decade in 
the league.

Lambert was appointed 
on a 2 1/2-year deal in Janu-
ary after Mark Hughes was 
sacked.

B u t  L a m b e r t  w o n 
just two of his 15 games 

West Brom con-
firmed the ap-
pointment of 

Darren Moore as their 
new manager on Friday, 
with the relegated club 
targeting an immediate 
return to the Premier 
League.

The 44-year-old's 
temporary reign over 
the final six games of the 
2017/18 Premier League 
campaign saw a dramat-
ic improvement in the 
team’s form and results 
but the club still finished 
rock bottom.

"I am obviously ex-
tremely proud to ac-
cept this role and also 
extremely excited," said 
Moore. "We have a big 
summer ahead of us, a 
lot of hard work we need 
to get in now.

"I'm going all out 
to try to get those plans 
and personnel in place 
to make sure we’ve got 
everything ready. And we 
need to be because this 
is a tough league packed 
with great clubs. But what 
an opportunity for us to 
move the club in the right 
direction."

will face either fellow former 
world number one Novak 
Djokovic or Japan's Kei Ni-
shikori.

The 31-year-old top 
seed was joined as semi-
finalist by women's fourth 
seed Elina Svitolina, who re-

covered from a slow start to 
defeat former world num-
ber one Angelique Kerber of 
Germany 6-4, 6-4.

Kolkata, May 18 (IANS): 
Former ATK assistant coach 
Bastab Roy was on Friday 
appointed head coach of 
city football giants East 
Bengal for the upcoming 
season.

Bastab was one of the 
contenders for the post left 
vacant after predecessor 
Khalid Jamil was sacked by 
the club following another 
failed attempt to win the 
I-League crown.

"Being coach of East 
Bengal is challenging. 
There is more opportunity 
here. Just because it's East 
Bengal, I didn't think twice. 
I am looking forward to 
working with (technical 
director) Subhash Bhow-

in charge; his first fixture 
against Huddersfield in Jan-
uary and what proved to be 
his final match at Swansea 
last weekend.

"Whilst he was un-
able to guide us to Premier 

League safety after being 
appointed in January, it cer-
tainly wasn't due to a lack 
of effort, professionalism 
and dedication on his part," 
Stoke said of Lambert on its 
website.

mick," Bastab told report-
ers at the club tent here.

"As a coach I have to 
prove my worth. One thing 

I learnt from ISL coaches 
(Antonio Habas, Teddy 
Sheringham, Jose Molina) 
is discipline. 

"The pressure at East 
Bengal is more. There are 
more expectations from 
fans," he added.

Bhowmick revealed 
Bastab was offered the job 
earlier which he rejected 
because of commitments 
with ATK.

"Initially Bastab re-
jected my offer. He was 
busy with ATK grassroots 
programme. I had received 
seven applications from 
top Indian coaches. But 
later we spoke again and 
he agreed," Bhowmick said.

"He has worked with 
two quality coaches like 
Molina and Habas. He has 
to understand that the 
pressure is immense. He 

has to learn how to handle 
that," Bhowmick added.

Besides Bastab, cur-
rent Aizawl coach Santosh 
Kashyap and Gift Raikhan, 
who guided Neroca FC to 
the second place in their 
debut I-League season, 
were also in contention for 
the red-and-gold job.

Bhowmick further said 
East Bengal local players 
will start their pre-season 
training from June 1 while 
the overseas recruits will 
join the team on June 15.

East Bengal finished 
fourth in the league with 31 
points from 18 outings and 
failed to beat Bengaluru 
FC in the final of the Super 
Cup.

Moscow, May 18 (AFP): What happens 
when a global investment bank gets its 
computers to run 10,000 virtual tourna-
ments to guesstimate who is going to bring 
home the World Cup? Germany win again.

Switzerland's UBS has released its qua-
drennial report into the best bet punters can 
make during the most watched sports event 
in the world.

The 29-page analysis is not kind to the 
hosts. Russia are given a 1.6 percent chance 
of winning the football extravaganza when 
it kicks off in a month -- which puts them 
one spot below Mexico and Switzerland.

Defending champions Germany come 
out tops with a 24 percent chance of claim-
ing the trophy while Brazil and Spain round 
out the top three.

"It is almost a given that the new cham-
pion will come from either Europe or Latin 
America," UBS said.

"The likelihood of a champion from 
Asia, Africa, the Middle East, or North 
America is almost nil."

The report is part a tongue-and-cheek 
look at the June 14 to July 15 competition 
and part a serious analysis of Russia's in-
vestment climate.

It includes Italy in its permutations de-
spite the four-time winners failing to make 
their first final since 1958. "The tourna-
ment doesn't seem quite the same without 
them," UBS wrote in a section called "A 
tribute to Italy".

The Azzurri are given the same odds of 
winning as Russia.

It also identified five must-watch 
matches that are sure to be "nail-biters".

UBS predicts that Spain will win the Ibe-
rian darby over Portugal and that England 
will edge out highly fancies Belgium in the 
decisive group stage round. And it takes a 
slight departure to note that Russia has the 
same surface area as the dwarf planet Pluto.

UBS says in more sombre tones that 
Russia is still a nation recovering from 
economic sanctions imposed by the West 
over its actions in Ukraine. A growing list of 
diplomatic standoffs has cast a shadow over 
the first tournament ever staged in eastern 
Europe. Several nations will not be send-
ing dignitaries to the opening ceremony in 
protest over the March poisoning of former 
Russian spy Sergei Skripal in England.

Moscow furiously denied trying to kill 
him with a nerve agent in retaliation for his 
work for British intelligence.

"Russia's role as a host nation has result-
ed in significant controversy," UBS notes.

But the bank tries to look past the dis-
putes to focus on the beautiful game itself 
and the emotions that it carries for millions 
across the world.

"While we hope that the best team wins, 
we also hope that the outcome is less dev-
astating than last time, when our colleagues 
in Sao Paulo were depressed for several 
weeks afterwards," UBS wrote in reference 
to host nation Brazil's 7-1 loss to Germany 
in the 2014 semi-final. That result put UBS 
computers to shame -- the bank had picked 
Brazil to win the whole thing.

Paris, May 18 (IANS): Mar-
seille playmaker Dimitri 
Payet was not included in 
France's 23-man squad for 
the 2018 FIFA World Cup 
named by head coach Di-
dier Deschamps.

Payet suffered a ham-
string injury and had to be 
replaced in the first half 
of Wednesday's Europa 
League final, where Mar-
seille lost to Atletico Madrid 
0-3, reports Xinhua news 
agency. Deschamps un-
veiled the 23-man squad 
plus 11 standby players in a 
programme aired on TF1 on 
Thursday evening.

Payet finally missed 
out his chance of shining 
in Russia, as Deschamps 
feared a risk of relapse of the 
injury despite a three-week 
recovery.

Without Payet, who 
played a key role at the 2016 
Euro, France still can count 
on a group of attacking tal-
ent up front, spearheaded 

by Atletico star Antoine 
Griezmann.

Griezmann scored a 
brace in the Europa League 
final, and was unsurpris-
ingly chosen for his favor-
able performance alongside 
with his striking partner 
Olivier Giroud.

The 19-year-old Kylian 
Mbappe, whose stunning 
performance over the past 
two seasons has drawn 
much attention from the 
world, is set to welcome his 
World Cup debut in Rus-
sia, while Arsenal forward 
Alexandre Lacazette had to 
settle in the standby list in 
case of injury of 23 chosen 
members.

Despite just two appear-
ances with Les Bleus, Sevil-
la's Steven N'Zonzi took up 
one spot in midfield ahead 
of Paris Saint-Germain's 
Adrien Rabiot. 

Back on defensive line, 
left-back Benjamin Mendy 
was called up although he 

Lisbon, May 18 (AP): Portugal is go-
ing to the World Cup in Russia next 
month with Cristiano Ronaldo and 
12 other players who led the nation 
to the European Championship title 
two years ago.

Coach Fernando Santos an-
nounced a 23-man squad on Thurs-
day, including nine players who 
started the final against France at 
Euro 2016.

The only two starters from the 
final who will not make it are Nani 
and Renato Sanches.

Among the other European 
champions not going to the World 
Cup are Ricardo Carvalho, Andre 
Gomes and Eder, who scored the 
title-winning goal against the hosts 

in extra time.
“It hurts not to be able to in-

clude all the players who were with 
us in the European Championship,” 
Santos said. “All of them helped us 
write a brilliant page in the history 
of Portuguese football.”

Andre Gomes’ Barcelona team-
mate Nelson Semedo was also left 
out. Real Madrid’s Fabio Coentrao, 
who has been on loan with Sporting 
Lisbon, was omitted after saying he 
wasn’t in the best condition to play 
for the national team.

“I have to make my decisions 
taking into consideration the play-
ers I believe will best fit the puzzle,” 
Santos said. “I trust these players the 
same way I trusted the players who 

played at Euro 2016.”
Portugal will begin World Cup 

preparations without Ronaldo, who 
will play the Champions League 
final for Madrid against Liverpool 
on May 26.

Portugal play warm-up matches 
against Tunisia on May 28, Belgium 
on June 2 and Algeria on June 7.

Santos’ men will start their 
World Cup campaign against Spain 
on June 15 in Sochi.

The other Group B teams are 
Iran and Morocco.
Portugal squad:

Goalkeepers: Anthony Lopes 
(Lyon), Beto (Goztepe), Rui Patricio 
(Sporting Lisbon).

Defenders: Bruno Alves (Rang-

ers), Cedric Soares (Southampton), 
Jose Fonte (Dalian Yifang), Mario 
Rui (Napoli), Pepe (Besiktas), Ra-
phael Guerreiro (Borussia Dort-
mund), Ricardo Pereira (Porto), 
Ruben Dias (Benfica).

Midfielders: Adrien Silva 
(Leicester), Bruno Fernandes 
(Sporting Lisbon), Joao Mario 
(West Ham), Joao Moutinho (Mo-
naco), Manuel Fernandes (Loko-
motiv), William Carvalho (Sport-
ing Lisbon).

Forwards: Andre Silva (AC Mi-
lan), Bernardo Silva (Manchester 
City), Cristiano Ronaldo (Real 
Madrid), Gelson Martins (Sporting 
Lisbon), Goncalo Guedes (Valencia), 
Ricardo Quaresma (Besiktas).

Chief executive Mark 
Jenkins said the impres-
sion Darren made across all 
areas of the club delivered 
a powerful case for his pro-
motion as the club prepare 
for life in the Champion-
ship.

"We are delighted to 
confirm Darren as our new 
head coach and we look 
forward to his continuing 
the excellent work we saw 
when he stepped into the 
role in an interim capacity 
in the first week of April," 
said Jenkins.

Moore, who took over 
from Alan Pardew early 
last month, was named 
Premier League manager 
of the month for April after 
a memorable sequence of 
results, which included vic-
tories against Manchester 
United and Newcastle.

featured in few games for 
Pep Guardiola's Manches-
ter City.

Laurent Koscielny was 
another French player set 
to miss out on World Cup 
following his Achilles injury. 
Samuel Umtiti, Raphael 
Varane and Adil Rami will 
be in contention for the 
center-half position.

France will kick off 

their World Cup campaign 
against Australia on June 
16, before meeting Peru and 
Denmark in Group C.

Prior to their departure 
for Russia, France will take 
on Ireland, Italy and the 
United States in interna-
tional friendlies.
The squad:

Goalkeepers: Alphonse 
Areola (Paris Saint-Ger-

main), Hugo Lloris (Tot-
tenham Hotspur), Steve 
Mandanda (Marseille)

Defenders: Lucas Her-
nandez (Atletico Madrid), 
Presnel Kimpembe (Paris 
Saint-Germain), Benjamin 
Mendy (Manchester City), 
Benjamin Pavard (Stutt-
gart), Adil Rami (Marseille), 
Djibril Sidibe (Monaco), 
Samuel Umtiti (Barcelona), 
Raphael Varane (Real Ma-
drid)

Midfielders:  N'Golo 
Kante (Chelsea), Blaise 
Matuidi ( Juventus), Ste-
ven N'Zonzi (Sevilla), Paul 
Pogba (Manchester United), 
Corentin Tolisso (Bayern 
Munich) 

Forwards: Ousmane 
Dembele (Barcelona), 
Nabil Fekir (Lyon), Olivi-
er Giroud (Chelsea), An-
toine Griezmann (Atletico 
Madrid), Thomas Lemar 
(Monaco), Kylian Mbappe 
(Paris Saint-Germain), Flo-
rian Thauvin (Marseille).


