
Newly sworn-in Karnataka Chief Minister BS Yeddyurappa flashes the victory sign after his swearing-in 
ceremony, at Raj Bhavan in Bengaluru on Thursday.
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Damocles sword hanging on head, 
Yeddyurappa sworn in as CM 

Cong. to observe 'Save Democracy 
Day' across country on Friday

Congress to push for government 
formation in Manipur, Meghalaya

Ruling NDPP turns one-year old Economists advise finance panel 
to use contemporary population data

PNB fraud: ED seizes INR 85 cr. jewellery in Choksi case
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 24° 18°

Agartala 31° 24°

Gangtok 24° 14°

Guwahati 33° 22°

Imphal 28° 17°

Itanagar 30° 20°

Shillong 21° 15°

Delhi 42° 27°

Kolkata 36° 26°

Chennai 38° 29°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 22° 16°
DIMAPUR 30° 21°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 10mm 90%
DIMAPUR 1mm 92%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Things work out best 
for those who make 

the best of how things 
work out.

~John Wooden

Heavy metal

A group of men try to upright an overturned car after the driver lost control and crashed into the wall of 
Rajiv Chowk underpass, in Gurugram on Thursday.
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Italy’s Buffon to leave 
Juventus after 17 years  |  P12

Trump calls some illegal 
immigrants as ‘animals’ |  P9

Bengaluru, May 17 (PTI): 
With his political future 
hanging by a slender thread, 
B S Yeddyrappa was today 
sworn in as the chief min-
ister of Karnataka for the 
third time amid protests by 
the JD(S)-Congress com-
bine whose MLAs hunkered 
down in resorts and hotels 
following alleged attempts 
at poaching by the BJP.

Yeddyurappa was ad-
ministered the oath of office 
and secrecy by Governor 
Vajubhai Vala, who contro-
versially invited him to form 
the government yesterday 
despite the BJP falling short 
of majority.

The 75-year-old Lin-
gayat strongman took the 
oath alone, in a reflection of 
continued uncertainty over 
the longevity of his term 
in office after the newly 
formed JD(S)-Congress al-
liance knocked the door of 
the Supreme Court to stall 
government formation.

Though the court did 
not stay the swearing-in, it 
kept the sword of Damocles 
hanging over him, making 
it clear that his stay at the 
helm of the state's affairs 
will be subject to the out-
come of the case.

Attired in his trademark 
white safari suit and a green 
shawl draped around his 
shoulders, Yeddyurappa 
took the oath in the name of 
god and farmers amid loud 
chants of "Modi, Modi" at a 
low-profile ceremony at Raj 
Bhavan.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and BJP chief 
Amit Shah, who are usually 
present at the swearing-in of 
party chief ministers, were 
absent. However, Union 
ministers Prakash Javadekar 
and Anant Kumar attended 
the ceremony.

Despite the BJP having 
secured 104 of the 222 seats 
for which polling was held, 
eight short of a majority, and 
facing the challenging task 
of rustling up the numbers 

Rhythm of Love: In 
conversation with Nagaland 
Civil Service |  P10

Now that I've passed class 12, 
I can finally pursue a course 

in music na?

Mirror Takes

~ Arien

to stay afloat, Yeddyurappa 
exuded confidence that he 
would win the confidence 
vote about which he was 
"100 per cent sure".

Vote was taken for only 
222 seats following defer-
ment of polling in R R Nagar 
constituency over allega-
tions of electoral malprac-
tices, and countermanding 
of election to Jayanagar seat 
due to the death of the BJP 
candidate.

"I am sure of winning 
the vote of confidence and 
my government completing 
five years," Yeddyurappa, 
who has been given a 15-
day window by the governor 
to prove his majority, told 
reporters. "I am not going 
to wait till 15 days, the time 
period Governor Vajubhai 
Vala gave, to prove majority 
in Assembly. I am keen to 
do it as soon as possible," 
he said.

He flayed the JD(S) and 
the Congress for having 

entered into an "unholy 
alliance" to "grab" power in 
spite of people having "re-
jected them outright".

Even as Yeddyurappa 
was taking oath at Raj Bha-
van, Congress and JD(S) 
leaders sat at the feet of 
Mahatma Gandhi's stat-
ue at Vidhana Sauda, the 
state secretariat, to protest 
against the governor's deci-
sion.

" P r i m e  M i n i s t e r 
(Narendra) Modi is misus-
ing his office. The gover-
nor's action is undemocrat-
ic and unconstitutional....
he is indirectly encouraging 
horse- trading," Yeddy-
urappa's predecessor Sid-
dramaiah said.

"We have gone to the 
court....we will go to the 
people. We will tell them 
that they (the BJP) have 
no faith in democracy....
parliamentary democracy," 
he said.

Several top leaders of 

the Congress, including 
Ghulam Nabi Azad, Mal-
likarjun Kharge and Ashok 
Gehlot sat on dharna in 
front of the Mahatma's stat-
ue, and were later joined by 
JD (S) supremo H D Deve 
Gowda and the combine's 
chief ministerial contender 
H D Kumaraswamy.

Congress MLAs, who 
were lodged at Eagleton 
Resort under the watch of 
resourceful party MLA and 
minister in the Siddara-
maiah government D K Shi-
vakumar, were brought to 
the venue for some time 
before being herded back. 
The newly elected JD(S) 
MLAs are staying at a hotel 
in the state captal.

Attacking the prime 
minister, Kumaraswamy 
said he was out to "demol-
ish" democracy. Calling the 
governor's decision "un-
constitutional", he claimed 
the prime minister was us-
ing central agencies like the 

Enforcement Directorate 
to threaten Congress and 
JD(S) MLAs to break ranks 
and support the BJP govern-
ment.

"How this central gov-
ernment is behaving? This 
Narendra Modi's govern-
ment wants to demolish 
democracy in the country," 
Kumaraswamy told journal-
ists. He said it was probably 
for the first time that a party 
without majority was given 
15 days to prove it on the 
floor of the house.

With Congress MLA 
from Vijayanagara Anand 
Singh remaining incom-
municado amid speculation 
about his rejoining the BJP, 
Kumaraswamy claimed the 
ED was being used to pres-
sure him due to a pending 
case.

"I have not spoken to 
Anand Singh. One of the 
Congress MLAs told me that 
Singh called him and ex-
pressed his problem stating 
that (central government) 
offices are being used to 
pressurise him," he claimed.

The JD(S)-Congress 
combine has 115 MLAs, be-
sides the support of one of 
JD(S)' pre-poll ally the BSP. It 
has also claimed support of 
an independent MLA.

Yeddyurappa became 
the chief minister for the 
first time in November 2007 
but his term in office lasted 
just seven days as the JD(S) 
reneged on a power sharing 
arrangement and walked 
out of the alliance.

He was made the chief 
minister once again after 
the BJP came to power in 
May 2008 but had to step 
down in July 2011 following 
his indictment by the then 
Lokayukta N Santosh Hegde 
in an illegal mining case.

He is back in the chief 
minister's chair for the third 
time, but with the Supreme 
Court examining the propri-
ety of his appointment the 
Lingayat stalwart may not 
be out of the woods just yet.

New Delhi, May 17 (IANS):  
The Congress will observe 
'Save Democracy Day' 
across the country on Fri-
day to protest Karnataka 
Governor Vajubhai Vala's 
"collusion with the BJP" 
and his "partisan" action 
of inviting BJP leader B.S. 
Yeddyurappa to take oath 
as Chief Minister following 
a split verdict in that state.

The Congress will hold 
protests at state capitals 
and district headquarters. 
State Congress chiefs have 
been asked to address press 

conferences and give mem-
orandums to respective 
Governors to urge President 
Ram Nath Kovind to "safe-
guard democratic princi-
ples and the sanctity of the 
Constitution". 

In a letter to party state 
units, Congress General 
Secretary Ashok Gehlot said 
that the party along with 
the Janata Dal-Secular had 
submitted a list of Karna-
taka MLAs, with the num-
bers more than the required 
number to form the govern-
ment. 

"The Governor has not 
only undermined the dig-
nity of his office, he has also 
acted in an unconstitutional 
manner. This dangerous 
precedent strikes at the very 
heart of India's democracy 
and portends grave con-
sequences for all coming 
elections," Gehlot said. 

The state units have 
been urged to use "evoca-
tive slogans and innovative 
techniques to highlight the 
travesty" and also seek the 
support of civil society or-
ganisations. 

Imphal, May 17 (IANS): The Congress 
leaders in Meghalaya and Manipur said 
on Thursday that they will stake claim for 
formation of government in the two states 
since the party had emerged as the single 
largest party in the recent elections.

The Congress leaders said that since 
the BJP which had become the single 
largest party in Karnataka was allowed to 
form the government the same should not 
be denied to the Congress. In Meghalaya, 
the National People's Party had bagged 
19 seats in the 60 member House and the 
Congress had secured 21 seats but was 

denied the chance to form the government 
in February. 

Former Manipur Chief Minister and 
Congress leader Okram Ibobi Singh told 
IANS that he will stake claim to form the 
Congress government. 

In Meghalaya, the Congress had se-
cured 28 seats while the BJP got just 21 
in the March 2017 elections. He said that 
this chance cannot be denied to the party 
since the BJP was given a chance to form 
the government after denying the same 
to the Congress and JDS combined which 
command a majority in the southern state.  

New Delhi, May 17 (IANS): The ED on 
Thursday seized over 34,000 pieces of 
jewellery valued at Rs 85 crore in con-
nection with its ongoing probe against 
absconding businessman Mehul Choksi 
who is accused along with his diaman-
taire nephew Nirav Modi of defrauding 
the Punjab National Bank (PNB) of over 
Rs 1,300 crore, an official said.

The seized jewellery was brought 
from Dubai and recovered during a 
search at Bharat Diamond Bourse, the 
world's largest diamond bourse located 
in Mumbai.

"A stock of 34,000 pieces of jewel-
lery was lying in the office of Choksi's 
Gitanjali Ventures DMCC situated in 
Dubai. When the stock was brought to 
India and reached at the strong room 
of Bharat Diamond Bourse on May 10, 
the ED officials reached there with a 
warrant and seized it," an Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) statement said.

The ED's move is part of its money 
laundering probe against Choksi, who 
left the country days before a case of 
fraud was registered against him and 
his India-based Gitanjali group of 
companies -- Gitanjali Gems Ltd, Nak-
shtra Brands Ltd, Gili India Ltd -- by the 
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) 
in February following a complaint by 
the PNB.

Based on the CBI FIR, the ED reg-
istered a case against Choksi who 
defrauded the bank by illegally issuing 
Letters of Undertakings (LoUs) and 
Foreign Letters of Credit (FLCs).

Choksi in connivance with PNB's 
Mumbai-based Brady House branch 
officials managed to issue unauthor-
ized LoUs aggregating to Rs 3,032.17 
crore and FLCs aggregating to Rs 
3,106.56 crore in the name of Gitanjali 
group and the funds so raised for pay-
ment of import bills have not been 

utilised for such purposes, said the ED 
statement. 

Gitanjali group has many overseas 
subsidiary and shell companies which 
were used by Choksi for circular trading, 
said the statement, adding Choksi had 
devised a modus operandi under which 
the Indian entities of his firms were 
importing unfinished goods and raw 
material like diamonds and pearls from 
his overseas entities situated mainly in 
Hong Kong and the United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE).

"The same goods were shown to be 
processed and made into jewellery and 
again exported by the Indian entities of 
Choksi to his overseas entities. After dis-
mounting diamonds, colour stones and 
pearl from the jewellery, gold or silver 
was sent for melting and converted into 
bullion and sent back to India directly 
or through Dubai.

"While rotating such transactions, 

sometimes there were one step trans-
action and sometimes two or three 
step transactions depending upon the 
instructions received."

The overseas companies which 
were mostly used for routing the trans-
actions are Crown Aim Ltd and 4C's 
Diamonds in Hong Kong and Gitanjali 
Ventures DMCC and Asian Diamonds 
Jewellery FZE in the UAE. 

Choksi had deputed his paid em-
ployees as dummy directors of most of 
these overseas companies, the state-
ment said. 

Gitanjali Ventures DMCC UAE, a 
100 per cent subsidiary company of Gi-
tanjali Gems Ltd and Asian Diamonds 
Jewellery FZE, is engaged in trading of 
diamond, colour stone, studded jewel-
lery with Gitanjali group companies in 
India.

"As per the instructions received 
from Gitanjali head office in Mumbai, 

the payments received from the Hong 
Kong-based companies were further 
remitted into the accounts of Gitanjali 
group companies in India.

"Similarly, the consignments re-
ceived from Hong Kong-based compa-
nies also were further exported under 
'air to air' export to India. Most of the 
payments received against these ex-
ports were used for repayment of bank 
loans of UAE based ICICI Bank, Stand-
ard Chartered Bank and EXIM Bank.

"The quantity of the consignments 
were split into more than one consign-
ment before it was exported to next 
destination to avoid detection, and 
accordingly export documents were 
prepared for further destination," the 
statement said. 

In the name of export and import, 
Choksi through his various companies 
in India and abroad was involved in 
money laundering activities. 

Dimapur, May 17 (EMN): The Nation-
alist Democratic People’s Party (NDPP) 
on Thursday observed its first founda-
tion day with a thanksgiving prayer 
service at the party headquarters in 
Dimapur. 

“The party while thanking God al-
mighty for bountiful blessings and guid-
ance, take this opportunity to express its 
sincere thanks and appreciation to the 
people of Nagaland for the love, support 
and solidarity. The NDPP was formed as 
a response to the desire of the people for 
an alternative and the need for a move-
ment to bring positive change,” read a 
statement from the party. 

It asserted its commitment to the 
party’s aims, objectives and ‘the sacred 
commitments’ made to the people. “We 

reiterate our declaration of working 
tirelessly for the all-round upliftment 
(sic) of the people’s welfare. The NDPP 
will strive for achievement of a redrawn 
roadmap of development, enforce 
transparency and combat corruption 
at all levels. 

“The NDPP will remain focused on 
its agenda and will not be distracted by 
the lies and false propaganda (sic) of our 
adversaries as we respect the mindset 
and maturity of the people. Rather, we 
call upon all sections of the people to 
join us in our collective endeavour of 
bringing about positive change, as every 
citizen is a stakeholder in the future 
of Nagaland and it is our aim that no 
person should be left behind in the new 
journey of growth and progress.” 

New Delhi, May 17 (IANS): Leading econ-
omists on Thursday advised the 15th 
Finance Commission to use contempo-
rary population data while making its 
recommendation while also rewarding 
population stabilization policy.

They also agreed that the permissible 
limits on borrowings under fiscal con-
solidation roadmap needed to be equally 
applicable to the Centre and states.

"Economists agreed that it would be 
realistic to use contemporary population 
data but weightage should be assigned to 
population and also rewards for popula-
tion stabilization policy," an official state-
ment said after the Commission held a 

meeting with leading economists of the 
country.  The statement said the finance 
panel would take an appropriate deci-
sion on the suggestions as it needed to 
balance equity with efficiency.

Several leading economists includ-
ing Chief Economic Adviser Arvind 
Subramanian, Indian Statistical Insti-
tute's Bharat Ramaswami, Interna-
tional Growth Centre's Pronab Sen, Delhi 
School of Economics' Pami Dua, econo-
mist Abhijit Sen and part-time member 
of Prime Minister's Economic Advisory 
Council Surjit Bhalla were present at the 
meeting.

The participants also discussed the 

taxation capacity of states and suggested 
that any formula on devolution needed 
to be formed by equity, justice and uni-
formity.

Commission Chairman N.K. Singh 
said that continued engagement with 
domain experts over the coming months 
will help the panel in firming up the ap-
proach before reaching tentative conclu-
sions both on the vertical and horizontal 
devolution of revenue. 

"Besides an approach for local bod-
ies and panchayats which were both 
realistic and would genuinely deliver the 
intended resources to the beneficiaries," 
he said.
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First round training for polling personnel 
conducted at kiphire, Zunheboto, Peren 

Nagaland BJP organising 
secretary calls on Advani

Districts’ election 
officers direct polling 

DMC revises rate of 
mutton in Dimapur 

Ex-servicemen rally held at Zakhama

Admin. issues call for poll duty certificates

NCC girls do their bit for Swachhta Samaroh

CORRECTION
Eastern Mirror, May 16 edition, page-one ‘NPF pulls 
a block to throw punch at PDA’:  The second sen-
tence in the second column, third paragraph, read-
ing “...sabka saath, sabka saath” should read ‘Sabka 
saath, sabka vikas’ and not as had been published in 
stated edition.

An administrative officer briefing presiding officers and first polling officers at Kiphire’s governmnt 
higher secondary school on May 17

(L) Ananta Mishra (R) LK Advani

Veterans from across the state during the programme at Zakhama in Kohima.

National Cadets Corps during the cleanliness drive in Kohima. 

NSF to protest
The Naga Students’ Federation under the aegis of North East 
Students’ Organization will be organising a sit-in protest in 
front of the Raj Bhavan on May 21 from 11:00 am till 1:00 
pm against the central government proposed Citizenship 
Amendment Bill 2016.  

Accounts committee postpones meeting
The chairman of the Public Accounts Committee has 
informed that the first meeting of the committee which was 
scheduled to be conducted on May 23 has been postponed 
till further notice. This was in view of the forthcoming Lok 
Sabha by-election.

Dimapur BJP meets
Dimapur, May 17 (EMN): The Dimapur district of Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) group conducted a meeting along with 
the president and general secretary of Mandals on May 
17 in Dimapur. A press release from the party informed 
on Thursday. During the meeting, it deliberated on the 
working systems of the party in regard to setting up of 
mandal, and booth level coordination committee for the 
forthcoming Lok Sabha by-election. The party was stated to 
have reaffirmed to work sincerely for the PDA’s candidate, 
Tokheho Yepthomi. 

Paid holiday on May 28, day of polling
The Home Commissioner of Nagaland, R Ramakrishnan 
informed that the forthcoming Lok Sabha by-election 
scheduled to be held on May 28, the day of polling, have been 
declared as paid holiday. The holiday will be applicable to all 
the employees of government and private establishments, 
and shops within the state so as to enable them to exercise 
their franchise. Those electors, including casual workers 
working outside the constituency concerned shall also be 
entitled to the benefit of a Paid Holiday. However, the holiday 
shall not be applicable to any elector whose absence may 
cause danger or substantial loss in respect of the employment 
in which he is engaged. Department of Information and Public 
Relations informed on Thursday. 

Requisitioned vehicle owners told to report
The deputy commissioner of Mon, Thavaseelan K, has 
informed all vehicles requisitioned for Lok Sabha by-poll 
duty in Mon district to submit their vehicles at the Local 
Ground in Mon at 10:00 am on May 24. Stringent action 
will be initiated against defaulters under relevant sections 
of election law, the Department of Information and Public 
Relations informed on Thursday.

ENSF to meet on May 19
The Eastern Naga Students’ Federation (ENSF) has convened 
its presidential meeting on May 19 at 11:00 am at the Duda 
guest house in Kohima. All its six federating units president 
are requested to attend the meeting.   

CSU convenes meeting on May 19
The Chakhesang Students’ Union informed that the first 
union assembly for the tenure 2018-20 and ‘change of 
guard’ of the assembly secretariat has been scheduled to be 
held at the Phek Town Council Hall on May 19 at 11:00 am. 
The union requested all its units and sub-ordinate bodies to 
attend the union assembly.

Wetsern Sumi Hoho calls for meeting
The Western Sumi Hoho has called for a joint meeting with 
all its frontal organizations along with all nine area chairmen 
on May 18 at 10 am at its office at chekiye in Dimapur. All 
the concern members of western and office bearers are 
requested to attend the said meeting.

School Education informs about 
updated seniority list 
The directorate of School Education in Kohima has informed 
its districts offices and the principals about the updated 
Tentative Seniority List of officers of Government Higher 
Secondary Schools Cadres as part of School Education 
department had been published on May 11. All DEOs and 
Principals were informed to collect the copy. For any objection 
and complaints, it may be submit through representation 
supported by documentary proof to the appointing authority 
within a month from the date of publication.

NEWS IN BRIEF

polling were informed 
to give their attendance 
during office hour. 

Further, Nchumbemo 
has urged the presiding 
officers to sincerely work 
and rectify the polling 
materials properly while 
submitting. He directed 
that any absentees dur-
ing the training will be 
given an explanation call. 

The second round 
training for Kiphire dis-
trict’s polling personnel 
will be conducted on May 
21 and 22nd, the update 
added.
Zunheboto: The district’s 
first round of training for 
polling personnel was 
held on May 16 at the 
Government Higher Sec-
ondary School (GHSS) in 
Zunheboto. The training 
was organised for sec-
ond, third, and fourth 
Polling Officers. 

It was informed that 
the Election Duty Certifi-
cate facility will be avail-
able for service voters, 
and polling officials can 
cast their vote at their 
duty places. 

The second and third 
round of training for sec-
ond, third, and fourth 
polling officer will be 

held on May 23 and 24th. 
While the same round 
of training for presiding, 
and first polling officer 
will be held on May 22 
and 24th at GHSS in Zun-
heboto from 1:00 pm to 
4:00 pm.
Peren: With the rest of 
the districts, Peren con-
ducted its first phase of 
training for presiding of-
ficers and first polling 
officers at Old Peren town 
hall on May 17.

Additional Deputy 
Commissioner of Per-
en, Sarita Yadav said the 
training was like a ‘re-
fresher course’ since the 
state general election was 
successfully conducted a 
couple of months back. 
She appealed to the train-
ees to inform their col-
leagues to turn up.  

It was also informed 
that medical examina-
tion for exemption of 
election by the medi-
cal board will be held on 
May 21. She directed that 
there will be two phase 
training for Peren district. 
The whole state being a 
constituency, Election 
Duty Certificate will be 
used instead of postal 
ballot system, she added.

Dimapur, May 17 (EMN): 
The District Election Of-
ficer (DEO) of Dimapur 
Sushil Kumar Patel di-
rected all the polling 
personnel to attend the 
second phase training 
scheduled to be held on 
May 19 at the Dimapur 
Government College. 
Department of Informa-
tion and Public Relations 
informed on Thursday. 

DEO informed that 
the training will be held 
from 10:00 am to 1:00 
pm for Presiding Officers 
and first polling officers, 
while for the polling per-
sonnel including grade 
IV staffs will be from 2:00 
pm to 4:00 pm on the 
same day. 

Further, Patel stated 
that failure to attend the 
training shall be viewed 
‘seriously and strict ac-
tion’ shall be initiated 
as per the Representa-
tion of the People’s Act 
of 1950 and the Conduct 
of Election Rules of 1961.
Wokha :  The Distr ict 
Election Officer of Wok-
ha, Dr. Manazir Jeelani 
Samoon has informed 
that the second round of 
training for polling per-
sonnel has been fixed on 
May 21 and  22nd  at the 
Government Higher Sec-
ondary School (GHSS) in 
Wokha at 10:00 am. Up-
date from Department of 
Information and Public 
Relations informed on 
Thursday. 

All polling person-
nel have been informed 
to attend the training. 
Further, DEO directed 
that disciplinary actions 
shall be initiated against 
the absentees as per the 
relevant section of law. 

The training of Pre-

siding Officers and Poll-
ing-I will be held on May 
21, while Polling-II, and 
III will be held on May 
22. The third round of 
training for polling per-
sonnel has been fixed 
on May 25 at the GHSS 
of Wokha from 10:00 am 
onwards, the update in-
formed.
Mon: The Deputy Com-
missioner of Mon, Tha-
vaseelan K has directed 
that the second phase of 
training for polling per-
sonnel in Mon district 
has been scheduled on 
May 18 for the Presiding 
Officers and first Polling 
Officers. While second, 
third and fourth Polling 
Officers will be held on 
May 19 at 10:00 am at 
the Mon Town Council 
Building. 

Further, it was in-
formed that the third 
phase of training will 
be conducted on May 
24 and 25th at 10:00 am 
at Mon Town Council 
Building. 

Other training rounds 
update included- the 
second round of train-
ing for Sector Magistrate 
and Webcasting Opera-
tors has been scheduled 
on May 23 at 11:00 am 
and 2:00 pm respectively 
at the Deputy Commi-
soner’s (DC) Conference 
Hall in Mon. The first and 
second rounds of train-
ing for Micro Observer 
will be held on May 18 
and 24th at 11:00 am at 
the DC’s conference hall 
in Mon. Stringent action 
will be initiated against 
absentees including fil-
ing of a First Information 
Report under relevant 
sections of election law, 
the update informed. 

Dimapur, May 17 (EMN): 
The Red Shield Division in 
coordination with Rajya 
Sainik Board of Nagaland 
organised ex-servicemen 
rally for veterans from the 

districts of Kohima, Phek, 
Kiphire, Wokha, Zunhe-
boto, and adjoining areas 
of Zakhama on May 15-
16 at Zakhama military 
station.  

A press release from 
the defense wing on 
Thursday informed that 
the deputy general offic-
er commanding the Red 
Shield Division, during 

Dimapur, May 17 (EMN): 
The district election of-
ficer of Dimapur Sush-
il Kumar Patel has in-
formed that form 12A 
can be obtained from  the 
Election Duty Certificate 
(EDC) Cell at the deputy 
commissioner’s office 
in Dimapur during the 
training programme on 
May 19 at the Dimapur 
Government College. A 
press release from the  
department of Informa-
tion and Public Relations 
informed on Thursday.    

The notification is 
said to have been appli-
cable to all the govern-
ment employees, regis-
tered as a voter in any 

one of the five assembly 
segments, and requisi-
tioned for election duty 
for  Dimapur district dur-
ing the by-elections to the 
Lok Sabha, and for those 
who wish to exercise their  
franchise through the 
EDC. 

Fu r t h e r,  D E O  i n -
formed that the last date 
of submission of form 
along with photocopy of 
election duty derailment 
order, service identity 
card or epic is on May 21.
M o k o k c h u n g :  T h e 
Sub-Divisional Officer 
(Civil) of Mokokchung, 
Longdiba L Sangtam has 
informed all the polling 
personnel, police person-

nel, drivers etc., who were 
assigned in election duty 
that the form-12A will 
be issued from May 17 
onwards. The application 
will be available at the 
Deputy Commissioner’s 
office, District Election 
Officer’s office, and the 
training venue of Polling 
Personnel in Mokokc-
hung. The last date for 
submission of the form 
will be on May 22, after 
which no application for 
EDC will be accepted.
Mon: The deputy com-
missioner of Mon, Tha-
vaseelan K informed that 
the application form for 
Election Duty Certificate 
(EDC) Form 12A, for all 

the polling duty person-
nel, registered as voters 
in Mon district will be 
issued on May 15 at the 
EDC cell, DC Office in 
Mon. 

A press release on 
Thursday mentioned 
that, filled up Form 12A 
along with photocopy of 
duty list or requisition 
order (for drivers) and 
govt. ID card will have to 
be submitted to EDC cell 
on May 21 on or before 2 
pm. EDC will be issued 
between May 24 and 27 
at 2 pm.

The updates informed 
that forms are liable to 
be rejected for incorrect 
entries.

Dimapur, May 17 (EMN): The Dimapur Municipal 
Council (DMC) has revised the rate of mutton with 
reference to the joint representation submitted by 
the mutton vendors of Dimapur on May 1.

An update from the DMC on Thursday informed 
that after discussion and comparing with the rate 
from Assam, the rates are revised as follows:

ITEM RATE

Mutton (wether) INR 500/- per kg

Mutton (non - wether) INR 450/- per kg

Offal INR 250/- per kg

‘The above prescribe rate is the maximum 
amount fixed by DMC which is to be strictly followed 
by the mutton vendors. Appropriate action as per the 
provision of the act will be initiated against any de-
faulters. This order will be enforced with immediate 
effect,’ the update added.

Further, the NCC con-
ducted lectures on the 
meaning of Swachhta 
Samaroh, conversion of 
waste to wealth and dis-
posal of e-waste at Trinity 
School at New Reserve, 
and St. Mary’s Cathedral 
Higher Secondary School 
at Lerie. 

As a concluding re-

marked, the cadets or-
ganised seminar at Little 
Flower Higher Second-
ary School of Kohima 
based on the theme ‘es-
sence of swachhta.’ The 
NCC girls from seven 
other colleges in Kohima 
including Modern Col-
lege, Sazolie College, Ko-
hima College, and Don 

Bosco Higher Secondary 
School etc attended the 
event.  The institutions’ 
representatives partici-
pated in speaking about 
the topics related to the 
theme of the seminar. 
Altogether, 62 cadets 
and four associate NCC 
officers attended the 
seminar. 

Dimapur, May 17 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) organ-
ising secretary, Ananta 
Mishra called on LK Ad-
vani, the first BJP All India 
general secretary who also 
served as the 7th deputy 
prime minister of India 
from 2002 to 2004 on May 
15 at New Delhi. 

According to press re-
lease from party’s media 
cell, during an interaction, 
issues pertinent to the 
Northeast and Nagaland 
were said to have been 
deliberated. 

Advani recalled the 
former BJP state presi-
dents namely NC Zeliang 
and Dr. N Rhetso how they 
have struggled hard to car-
ry out the party activities 

in the state. They have im-
mensely worked for the or-
ganisation during the hard 
and hostile times when 
strong sentiments pre-
vailed against the party, he 
said. He also recalled the 
former Northeast organis-
ing secretaries PB Acharya 
and PChandrashekara Rao 
who tirelessly worked in 
the region for the growth 
of the party.

Today, he said BJP Na-
galand is in the govern-
ment with 12 BJP MLAs in 
the Peoples Democratic 
Alliance (PDA) which is 
also a constituent member 
of NDA in the centre.

While conveying his 
greetings and congratulat-
ing all the BJP legislators 
and the party workers in 

general for the hard la-
bour in the recent 13th 
concluded state legislative 
assembly election, he also 
congratulated Y Patton 
for becoming the deputy 
chief minister of Nagaland 
in the PDA government. 
He is also stated to have 
enquired about the state if 
there is any changes taking 
place in regard to devel-
opment and wished the 
party all the best and that 
the  peoples’ aspirations 
be served .

Advani also said to 
have expressed sadness 
and conveyed condo-
lence to the bereaved 
families of the departed 
senior BJP leader, K Me-
dom Angami who passed 
away on May 11.

Dimapur, May 17 (EMN): 
The first round training 
for the polling personnel 
was conducted at the dis-
tricts’ of Kiphire, Zunhe-
boto, and Peren. This was 
in view of the forthcom-
ing Lok Sabha by-election 
of Nagaland Parliamen-
tary Constituency 2018 
scheduled to be held on 
May 28. A press release 
from the department of 
Information and Public 
Relations informed on 

Thursday.  
Kiphire: The first round 
training for first, second, 
third, and fourth presid-
ing officers and polling 
officers was held at the 
Government Higher Sec-
ondary School in Kiphire 
on May 17 and 18th.

The additional deputy 
commisioner (ADC) of  
Seyochung Nchumbemo 
said the district was com-
pelled to request man-
power from the state 

capital in the last state 
general election. How-
ever, he added that the 
district will manage on its 
own this time. 

ADC urged all  the 
head of offices not to ask 
for any exemption unless 
a person is in sick bed. 
He also informed that 
teachers and lecturers 
will be detailed for poll-
ing duty. Grade IV staffs 
who were detailed for 
domestic purpose during 

Dimapur, May 17 (EMN): 
The National Cadet Corps 
(NCC) girls of St. Joseph’s 
College of Jakhama under 
the guidance of its As-
sociate Officer Lt. Regina 
Razousinuo organised 
Swachhta Samaroh (Hin-
di for cleanliness pro-
gramme) from May 1 to 
15th in Kohima. Updates 
from the NCC member 
informed on Thursday.

The programme was 
stated to have been a 
curtain raiser to Maha 
Swachhta Abhiyan being 
planned to commemo-
rate 150th birth anniver-
sary of Mahatma Gandhi 
on Oct. 2 2019. 

Besides undertaking 
activities such as clean-
ing of statues, and sur-
roundings of Kohima’s 
Cathedral Church, the 
cadets also conducted 
rally from Aradura to Mo-
honkhola, door-to-door 
campaign, essay, and 
pencil sketch competi-
tions, arm wrestling and 
mini-marathon. 

his address assured the 
veterans who attended 
the rally of all possible 
support from the Army 
in mitigating their griev-
ances. The press note said 
that, during central inter-
action, grievances of all 
the attending veterans 
and Veer Naris (widows of 
defense personnel) were 
addressed in presence of 
Army, Pension Cell, and 
civil government officials.

A c c o rd i n g  t o  t h e 
press note, the aim of the 
event was to reach out to 
the ex-servicemen and 
Veer Naris and to address 
their grievances, update 
them on entitlements 
and also redress pension 
anomalies.
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Senior officials from zone ADG offices of north-eastern states and top programme officials from 26 radio 
stations during the AIR North Eastern Region meeting in Mokokchung on May 17.

T Senka Ao addressing the 67th anniversary of Naga Plebiscite Day at Peace Camp, 
Yimyu (Khensa) in Mokokchung district on May 16.

Resource persons along with participating members of self-help groups at the farmer-scientist interaction 
at Changtongya village, in Mokokchung district, on May 16.

An elderly man testifying physical healing at the ongoing healing crusade in 
Tuensang town on May 16.
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AIR officials meet to 
improve linking facilities

NPF’s campaign 
reaches Wokha

Healing crusade 
underway in Tuensang

Tobu students allege prevalence of mass proxy teaching

Farmer-scientist interaction held in Changtongya

Hope for Naga still remains with the NNC — Senka
STATE

NNC Ao region commemorates 67th Naga plebiscite day 
polity - is stainless and cannot 
be vanquish by fire, water or air 
because it is permanently stored 
in every Naga heart and soul.   

He said Naga people were 
made to undergone much suf-
fering in the hands of the Indian 
armed forces despite the Naga 
voluntary plebiscite which re-
corded at 99.9 percent declaring 
not to join India and tabled at 
international level.

While lamenting that today 
NNC has become like an orphan, 
its vice president said the hope 
for Naga still remains with the 
NNC. He added that all Naga 
political documents were been 
kept safe with NCC and the final 
verdict of the Naga would be de-
termined by those documents.

The vice president further 
called upon all the Naga youth 
to reunite by joining NNC and 
rebuild the Naga nation.

During the programme, the 
NNC Ao Region unanimous re-
solved to construct a guest house 
at Peace Camp, Yimyu (Khensa).

Earlier, short speeches were 
delivered by representatives 
from six ranges and welcome 
address was said by M Akok from 
Akhoya village.

fifty SHG members. 
The resource persons 

were Dr. Renbemo from 
KVK Yisemyong, Samuel 
(SMS, Yisemyong), and Dr. 
Aoyimsen from the veteri-
nary department. 

In a press release, 
Takalemba Jamir, DFS 
(NSLRM), RD Chang-
tongya block, stated that 
the participating farmers 
were educated on live-
stock management such 
as piggery, crop manage-
ment and value addition 
of fruit produce. 

The interaction pro-
gramme was the first of its 
kind initiated in Chang-
tongya village. With the 
training, the ATMA and 
NSLRM aim to educate 
the farmers to cultivate 

their farms in a more pro-
ductive manner. 

Changtongya village 
area, which is one of the 
most fertile areas under 
Mokokchung district, has 
huge potentials for culti-
vation of cash crops like 
bananas and pineapples; 
the area also holds huge 
potentials for pig and 
other livestock farms, the 
release added. 

Meanwhile, the par-
ticipating farmers have 
expressed gratitude to 
the ATMA and NSLRM 
for conducting the pro-
gramme and hope that 
the knowledge gained 
through the programme 
would go a long way in 
modernising the mode of 
cultivation. 

Dimapur, May 17 (EMN): A 
healing crusade organised 
by International Evangelistic 
Fellowship (IEF), Tuensang 
unit, commenced on May 
16 at Tuesang Town Bap-
tist Church with two speak-
ers namely Lima Imsong, 
missionary, and Rev. Zotuo 
Kiewhuo, senior pastor and 
founder of Koinonia Baptist 
Church.

On the first night, Rev. Zo-
tuo shared on the blessings 
of the cross. He stated that 
it was through Jesus Christ 
who died on the cross for us, 
we are able to obtain forgive-
ness, redemption, reconcilia-
tion, healing and prosperity. 

The organisation press 
release stated that many peo-
ple have testified of physical 
ailments during the pro-
gramme.

The praise and worship 
was led by IEF team from Tu-
ensang, while special songs 
were presented by IEF sing-
ers and Neilhou Sopfünuo.

The second day Lima Im-
song shared the word of God. 
Sessions on various topics 
were also shared by resource 
persons namely Ruokuo-
tuo Kuotsu, Khriezovolie 
Suokhrie, Menuosielie Üsou 
and Zashekho Hibo.

The crusade would con-
clude on May 18.

Dimapur, May 17 (EMN): In a star-
tling revelation, Tobu Area Students’ 
Union (TASU) has alleged of mass 
proxy teaching in the absence of 
Sub-Divisional Education Officer 
(SDEO), where even persons failing 
to qualify HSLC examinations were 
recruited as teachers in the division.

Stating that SDEO has not been 
posted for the last three months in 
the sub-division, the union presi-
dent Sangti Konyak, has sought 
immediate intervention from the 
higher authority to find remedy into 
the problem.

With a total of 45 government 
and eight private schools function-
ing under SDEO Tobu sub-division, 
the union has expressed disappoint-
ments towards the department for 
failing to understand the grievances 

face by the teachers as well as stu-
dents community.

In the absence of SDEO, the 
union stated that assignments for 
file management of ministerial staff 
like AEO, SIS and JEOs often get 
delayed causing lots of hardship in 
addressing the needs of students 
community. 

As Tobu sub-division is located 
118 kms from Mon headquarter, 
the union stated that the distance 
renders difficulty for the teacher in-
charge and VECs to travel especially 
during the monsoon season just for 
paper works at Mon headquarter.

The union affirmed that was ever 
ready to render its cooperation and 
assistance towards the concerned 
department in scaling up the educa-
tion system under Tobu sub-division 

provided the latter also understand 
and perform its duty for the uplift of 
the students community.

The union has appealed to the 
concerned department to depute a 
committed officer within a period 
of 30 days, who is ready to work for 
the backward areas. It however asked 
the department not to depute sen-
ior officers, who are at the verge of 
retirement.

Meanwhile,  TASU has an-
nounced to undertake an educa-
tional tour beginning from June 21. 
IN this connection, the union has 
asked all the VECs along with stu-
dent leaders to be stationed with all 
the records and documents. During 
the tour TASU officials would visit all 
the schools as well as the PHCs and 
sub-centres.

Our Correspondent
Wokha, May 17 (EMN): The Naga People’s Front 
(NPF) party continued their campaign for the 
Lok Sabha by-election at the Don Bosco Youth 
Centre in Wokha town on Thursday.

The party’s candidate, C Apok Jamir said that 
the NPF is ‘the real regional party which car-
ries the affection and voice of the Naga people’. 
He also stated that ‘every right-thinking Naga’ 
should stand and represent themselves, and 
‘not someone else’s ideology or principle’. Till 
2013, Jamir had contested on the ticket of Indian 
National Congress party. 

Jamir assured to ‘deliver his best and work for 
the people’ if elected to the Lok Sabha. 

The NPF president, Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu 
asked party workers and supporters to resist ‘the 
invasion of our culture by outsiders’. He alleged 
that in states ruled by the BJP, minority commu-
nities were persecuted. He urged the people to 
spread the word and ‘be prepared to cast their 
votes for their rights and for the true regional 
party’.

Member of Rajya Sabha, KG Kenye said that 
the largest democracy in the world has been 
failed by its largest party ‘by encroaching on sec-
ularism in the country through its functioning’.

The leader of NPF legislature party, TR Ze-
liang alleged that under the present BJP govern-
ment ‘law has stopped prevailing in the country 
where the written document of the Indian Con-
stitution does not come into picture’. 

He also said that the present BJP government 
has disintegrated and fragmented the law where 
‘every state has started to function by its own 
constitution’. Zeliang stated that the agenda of 
the PDA was to ‘misguide the people with false 
promises’.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, May 17 
(EMN): A two-day meet-
ing of All India Radio Sta-
tions Zonal Programme 
Coordinating Committee 
(ZPCC) of the North East-
ern Region got underway 
today in Mokokchung.

The meet is being held 
at Metsuben conference 
hall organised by AIR and 
DDK, NEZ Guwahati, and 
hosted by AIR Mokok-
chung. Senior officials 
from Zonal ADG offices 
of North eastern states 
and top programme of-
ficials from 26 radio sta-
tions including that of 
Sikkim are attending the 
meet.

Advisor of North East-
ern Region, DN Basu-
matari, in his inaugural 
address, said the meeting 
would dwell upon the is-
sues which are relevant 
to address by stressing 
more towards progress 
and better linking of all 
stations.

The advisor also ex-
pressed his concern on 
the fiscal prudence of the 
stations and urged all the 
members to maintain 
austerity measures. De-
spite financial constraint, 
Basumatari has assured 
to implement all  the 
time-bound programmes 
at the earliest. He further 
requested the stations to 
give their best effort in 

planning programmes 
to earn revenue while 
delivering the best pro-
grammes to the listeners.

Appreciating the AIR 
Mokokchung for hosting 
the maiden ZPCC meet, 
the advisor has expressed 
desire for a sincere delib-
eration of all the mem-
bers to arrive at a positive 
outcome for the welfare 
of the people.

Also speaking on the 
occasion, deputy direc-
tor general (E), KV Ram-
achandran, represent-
ing ADG (Engineering) 
section, said the coming 
together of AIR stations 
would have a greater ad-
vantage to strengthen the 
face of the stations in the 
region.

He called upon the 
members to utilise the 
available facilities to the 
optimum for desired im-
provement of the stations 
both physically and tech-
nically.

In regard to linking 
and life streaming of all 
stations in the region, 
Ramachandran informed 
that a first of its kind ap-
plication is being devel-
oped by Naga engineers 
under AIR Kohima. He 
expressed hope that the 
software would be used 
in all the stations for life 
streaming. He further 
called upon the members 
to take a pledge to give all 

effort and to deliver the 
best to the government 
and the people.

During the discus-
sion hour, representa-
tives have deliberated 
on issues relating to con-
ducting programmes, 
need for studio refurbish-
ing, problems on studio 
and transmitter linking, 
requirement of FM trans-
mitter for wider coverage 
of NES programmes, and 
transfer policy of staff.

The delegates also 
raised points on techni-
cal hurdles regarding the 
broadcast of programmes 
and sought ways to cope 
up with the changing sce-
nario in the broadcasting 
sector.

In her welcome ad-
dress, AIR Mokokchung 
head of office, Abeno 
Lasuh, has wished for a 
progressive outcome of 
the meet. The members 
also paid tributes and 
offered a silent prayer to 
the departed officials of 
AIR stations.

In the evening, the 
visiting guests were en-
thralled with cultural ex-
travaganza presented by 
the local artistes.

On the second and 
final day on May 18, the 
meet would deliberate 
on administrative mat-
ters and visit some pro-
motional centres under 
Mokokchung district.

remained independent and un-
administered by any outside 
power since time immemorial.

He added that the 67th an-
niversary of the Naga Plebiscite 
Day was observed to mark the 
torment and atrocities com-
mitted by the India government 
against the Naga people.  

He has also attributed to the 
emergence of many anti-social 

elements with ill intentions to 
topple the Naga freedom strug-
gle in the middle of its journey 
for creating the current confus-
ing situation that present Naga 
people are facing today.

Ao asserted that the Naga 
political history is well recorded 
in the annal of international his-
tory. He added that Naga Plebi-
scite- the foundation of Naga 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, May 17 (EMN): 
Ao region of the Naga National 
Council (NCC) has observed the 
67th anniversary of the Naga 
Plebiscite Day at Peace Camp, 
Yimyu (Khensa) in Mokokchung 
district on May 16.

The event was marked by 
releasing of a book titled “Atroci-
ties- Struggle and sacrifices of 
the Aos in the freedom move-
ment of the Nagas” authored by 
Rev. K Temjen, pastor of Khensa 
Baptist Church, in the presence 
of NNC veterans, representa-
tives from six ranges and sym-
pathisers.

The day did not only mark 
the commemoration of the Naga 
Plebiscite day but it was a day 
to pass down the factual history 
of the Naga freedom struggle 
to the younger generations on 
how Naga forefathers fought to 
defend their homeland from the 
occupational forces.

NNC vice president, T Sen-
ka Ao, who spoke on the topic 
“The foundation of Naga polity,” 
said Naga Plebiscite marked 
the beginning of Naga freedom 
movement to determine their 
own future as Naga territory 

Dimapur, May 17 (EMN): 
As part of the Nagaland 
State Rural Livelihood Mis-
sion (NSRLM) activities, 
Agriculture Technology 

and Management Agency 
(ATMA), Mokokchung 
block, in convergence with 
NSRLM has organised 
one-day farmer-scientist 

interaction programme 
in Changtongya village 
under Mokokchung dis-
trict on May 16 with the 
participation of more than 
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Agartala, May 17 (IANS): Over 
350 Congress leaders and work-
ers were arrested on Thursday 
for holding a rally here to pro-
test the decision to allow the 
BJP to form a government in 
Karnataka and the demolition 
of many party offices in Tripura 
by the saffron party-led govern-
ment.

West Tripura District Police 
chief Ajit Pratap Singh said the 
Congress workers were arrested 
for holding the protest rally 
without permission. All were 
later released.

Tripura Congress Vice Presi-
dent Tapas Dey told the media: 
“We earlier sought permission 
from the police to organise a ‘Jan 
Aakrosh rally’ in Agartala but 
police denied permission. We 
then tried to organise the rally...” 

Dey, who was arrested 
along with state party chief Bi-
rajit Sinha and former legislator 
Gopal Roy, said without follow-
ing legal and democratic proc-
ess, the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) government in the state 
unilaterally bulldozed more 
than 15 offices of the Congress 
and its frontal organisations in 
different parts of Tripura.

“Some of the Congress of-
fices are 70 years old and have 
valid official documents. Even 
the West Tripura District Mag-
istrate and Collector did not 
follow the local court orders 
against the demolitions,” he 
said.

Officials said the district 
administrations during the past 
two weeks demolished some 

party offices of the Communist 
Party of India-Marxist (CPI-M), 
the Congress and a BJP affili-
ated Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh 
as these were built on govern-
ment land.

The Congress leader said 
the BJP government unethi-
cally bulldozed some party of-
fices without prior notice.

The main opposition CPI-
M also vehemently protested 
against the demolition of many 
of its offices across Tripura.

CPI-M state Secretary Bijan 
Dhar said after the announce-
ment of the February 18 As-
sembly poll results on March 3, 

the BJP government continued 
its attacks on thousands of 
innocent people, opposition 
parties and hundreds of their 
party offices.

“Ahead of bulldozing of 
party offices built 60-70 years 
ago, the government should 
talk to the political parties con-
cerned,” he said, adding al-
ternative arrangements could 
have been made.

“Like the BJP government 
at the Centre, the state govern-
ment of the same party has 
been trying to curb the rights of 
the workers and working class 
people. These are extremely 

undemocratic,” said Dhar, also 
the CPI-M central committee 
member.

The BJP denied the CPI-M 
and the Congress’ allegations, 
saying these political party of-
fices were constructed illegally 
on government land. 

“In the constitution of the 
CPI-M, there is no word called 
‘democracy’, hence the Com-
munist leaders should not 
speak about democracy. Dur-
ing Manik Sarkar’s tenure, these 
political party offices were built 
with the then ruling party’s 
support,” BJP spokesman Mri-
nal Kanti Deb told the media.

Itanagar, May 17 (PTI): Muri Linggi, a 40-year-old resident 
of Roing in Lower Dibang Valley district, has earned the 
distinction of becoming the third woman from Arunachal 
Pradesh to scale Mount Everest, after Tine Mena and Anshu 
Jamsenpa.

Linggi, a mother of four girls, scaled the world’s highest 
peak at 8 am on May 14, an official report of the district 
administration said.

Congratulating Linggi on her feat, Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Chowna Mein said she has made the state proud.

“Challenging steep heights of the mountain, harsh 
weather conditions, strong winds, blinding blizzards and 
avalanches, the 40-year-old lady from Lower Dibang Valley 
District, Smti Muri Linggi, mother of 4 daughters, achieved 
the rare feet of successfully scaling Mt Everest on May 14 at 
8.00am.... Your milestone has made the state proud. Best 
wishes to you,” Mein said in a Facebook post.

Linggi’s expedition was flagged off by Rajya Sabha MP 
Mukut Mithi at Roing on April 5.

During the flag-off ceremony, she said Mena, who also 
hailed from her district, inspired her to take up mountain-
eering as a career in 2013. The 40-year-old woman, who set 
out for Kathmandu two days after the ceremony, embarked 
on her expedition from Lukla on April 12, the report said.

Her attempts to move forward, however, were foiled 
several times due to inclement weather.

After days of strenuous trekking, she finally scaled the 
world’s highest peak on May 14, the report added.

Linggi did her basic course in mountaineering from 
the National Institute of Mountaineering and Allied Sports 
(NIMAS in West Kameng district in 2013. She was also a part 
of the women’s expedition team that scaled Peak Menthosa 
at Lahaul and Spiti in Himachal Pradesh.

After completing her advanced mountaineering course 
from Darjeeling in 2016, Linggi also climbed the Gorichen 
Peak in October 2017. Her inspiration, Tine Mena, was the 
first woman from the state to have summited Mount Ever-
est in 2011. Jamsenpa, on the other hand, set a world record 
in May last year when she conquered the peak twice in a 
span of five days.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, May 17 (EMN):  
The Hills State Demand 
Council (HSDC), CPI 
(ML) Liberation Hills 
Party Committee and 
allied organisations ob-
served 32 years of ‘au-
tonomous demand day’ 
at the Diphu Club on 
May 17 Thursday.

During the observa-
tion the organisations 
submitted a memo-
randum addressed to 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi through the deputy 
commissioner of Karbi 
Angong. The organisa-
tions urged immediate 

creation of an autono-
mous state within As-
sam through Article 244 
(A) comprising east and 
west Karbi Anglong and 
the Dima Hasao areas. 
The memorandum was 
received by SDO Jotrimoi 
Daimary.

Talking to media 
persons the HSDC’s 
President Dr. Mongve 
Rongpi said that the au-
tonomous state move-
ment was launched in 
the year 1986 and since 
then, ‘We have been try-
ing to expose the BJP 
(Bharatiya Janata Party) 
government for its fail-

ure to implement Arti-
cle 244 (A) of the Indian 
Constitution.’ 

During an election 
meeting at Diphu, Union 
minister and senior BJP 
leader Nitin Gadkari  had 
also promised imple-
mentation of Article 244 
(A) in 2016, the president 
lamented.

Also, Rongpi said that 
Assam’s chief minister 
Sarbananda Sonawal had 
promised an autono-
mous state, at Diphu 
Club in May 2013.

Rongpi recalled fur-
ther purportedly given 
by BJP central leaders in 

March 2009 at Kheroni in 
west Karbi Anglong. Dr. 
Himanta Biswas Sarma 
had openly promised au-
tonomous state on Feb-
ruary 19 2016 at Diphu 
govt. boys higher second-
ary school while Tapir 
Goa, national general 
secretary on the matter of 
autonomous state, com-
mitted to the issue. The 
election manifesto of the 
Karbi Anglong Autono-
mous Council’s general 
election in 2017 had also 
promised granting an au-
tonomous state to the hill 
people through Article 
244 (A), it was informed.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, May 17 (EMN): The 60th 
anniversary of The Cultural Forum 
(TCF), Manipur was observed at 
Chandrakirti Auditorium Art & Cul-
ture complex, Palace Compound in 
Imphal on May 17 Thursday.

Deputy chief minister Yumnam 
Joykumar Singh, Arts and culture 
minister Langpoklakpam  Jayanta-
kumar Singh, Education minister 
Th Radheshyam and others at-
tended the anniversary.

Speaking on the occasion, Joy-
kumar claimed that the Manipuri 
culture is one of the most developed 
cultures in the world. Joykumar said, 
‘glorifying our history cannot un-
derstand our past’ while expressing 
that it has to be introspected so that 
one can understand the ways of life 

that people had once lived in the 
past. Culture shows the relationship 
between human beings and its rela-
tionship with nature as well. ‘Each 
Society has its own philosophy and 
therefore it is our duty to follow our 
own philosophy. We should try to 
understand our own culture and 
should try to encourage researches 
based on it,’ Joykumar said.

In his speech, Jayantakumar 
Singh said that the role played by 
TCFin preserving the culture is 
wonderful. He said, ‘although we 
have rich cultural values, only a few 
people are working on it. We have 
to develop a good habit of reading 
novels, poems and proses so that 
we can understand its beauty.’ He 
further said that the government 
has been taking up a number of 

new initiatives in developing the art 
and culture in the state. He said that 
a film city will soon be established 
in the state. 

Radheshyam Singh who also 
spoke during the occasion said that 
the positive values which are rich in 
culture and traditions should be fol-
lowed. He said all negative thinking 
and weaknesses should be dropped 
and should be rejuvenated for a 
welfare society.

The deputy chief minister 
during the occasion handed over 
Sahitya Akademi Award 2017 to 
Prof. Rajen Toijamba and Sahitya 
Akademi Translation Prize 2017 to 
Dr Naorem Bidyasagar. Sahitya 
Akademi awardee and other awar-
dees were also felicitated during the 
day’s observation. 

Agartala, May 17 (IANS): Tripura’s ruling alli-
ance BJP and IPFT continued their bickering 
over the selection of village and block advisory 
committees even though the leaders of both 
the parties are hopeful of resolving the dispute 
soon.

After Tripura Chief Minister Biplab Kumar 
Deb’s stern warning to the IPFT (Indigenous 
People’s Front of Tripura), to stop “unruly vio-
lent protests”, the tribal based party demanded 
enactment of a law to appoint chairmen in 
village and block advisory committees and 
that those already appointed be reconsidered 
forthwith.

The central executive committee of the 
IPFT held an urgent meeting on Wednesday 
and made these demands after violent agita-
tions by its cadres in many areas of Tripura in 
the past several days.

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) spokesman 
Mrinal Kanti Deb said here on Thursday that 
the leaders of the two parties had earlier final-
ised the names of the 27 Block Advisory Com-
mittee (BAC) chairmen.

“We failed to understand why the IPFT 
cadres are agitating when the senior leaders of 
two parties finalised the names of chairmen of 
the 27 BACs. However, our senior leaders would 
discuss once again over the IPFT’s demand. 
The issue is likely to be resolved amicably,” Deb 
told the media.

A five-member state-level coordination 
committee of the BJP and the IPFT was formed 
last week to ensure better coordination both in 
the government and at the political level.

Deb and coordination committee mem-
bers Deputy Chief Minister Jishnu Debbarma 
and BJP General Secretary Pratima Bhowmik 
are out of station.

The IPFT’s road blockades, shut down in a 
large number of places and attack on a police 
station in Khowai district began on May 12 

after the government appointed chairmen of 
27 Block Advisory Committees (BAC).

The IPFT cadres continued their demon-
strations on Thursday in front of the Killa block 
office in southern Tripura’s Gomati district 
demanding changing of the newly appointed 
Chairman of the Killa BAC.

Official work and normal life in the tribal 
dominated areas were completely disrupted 
following the agitation.

“We have decided to urge the state govern-
ment to enact a law or promulgate an ordi-
nance to systematically appoint the chairmen 
of the BACs and Village Advisory Committees 
(VAC),” IPFT President and Revenue Minister 
Narendra Chandra Debbarma told the media.

The IPFT also demanded a review or dis-
continuance of the appointment of chairmen 
of the 27 BACs.

“We are hopeful that the issue would be 
resolved soon after the discussion between the 
two parties keeping the alliance intact,” Deb-
barma said. He said that the previous Left Front 
government did not enact any specific law to 
appoint chairmen of BACs and VACs causing 
the political problems. 

The IPFT, which has been agitating since 
2009 to upgrade the Tripura Tribal Areas Auton-
omous District Council areas as a full fledged 
state for the tribals, formed the alliance with 
the BJP before the February 18 assembly polls.

The BJP, the Communist Party of India-
Marxist, the Congress and other parties have 
rejected the IPFT’s separate state demand.

Political circles are amazed over the bicker-
ing between the allies of the BJP led 70-day old 
alliance that came to power on March 9 after 
securing 44 seats in the 60 member assembly, 
putting an end to the 25-year rule of the Left 
Front. 

The IPFT has two ministers in the nine-
member council of ministers.

PTI

Congress party supporters raise slogans during ‘Akrosh’ rally in Agartala on Thursday. 

Mirror Crossword 1821sud0ku 1661
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1820

ACROSS
1. Hawaiian greeting
6. Fissure or fault
10. Done to flies
14. Musketeer author Alexandre 

_____
15. Smell or fragrance
16. Singer ____ Braxton
17. Concerning
18. Curved or rounded part
19. Amongst
20. African baboon
22. Book corrections
24. Emit coherent radiation
25. Daily
26. “Mars astronomer” Percival 

______
29. Capital of the former West 

Germany
30. Prince of Midian
31. Preacher
37. Stop
39. Scottish for “Own”
40. Move sideways
41. Excludes by common consent
44. Actor ____ Alda
45. Welt
46. Monasteries or convents
48. Withdraws
52. “Hara-____” = ceremonial 

suicide
53. Woven pattern
54. Out of bounds
58. Affirmatives
59. Aviation inventor ____ Sikorsky
61. Broadcasted
62. Axis or mast
63. Cranny
64. Volume equal to one cubic 

meter
65. Tongue-clicking sounds
66. Drunkards
67. Boxer Mike _____ 

DOWN
1. Biblical first man
2. Moon
3. Portent
4. Used to steer of bicycle
5. Pertaining to the stars
6. “Good Times” actress Esther
7. Image of a deity
8. Free On Board
9. Forcing up a tree
10. Beatle Ringo _____
11. Adult female
12. Swedish actress _____ 

Ekberg 
13. Pertaining to the daily ebb 

and flow of ocean waters
21. Island
23. Magical symbols
25. 15th century English poet 

and clergyman, John _____
26. Wolf
27. Mineral-bearing rocks
28. Bruise or wound
29. Bright-green felt-like fabric
32. Doffs or lowers
33. Debt or disadvantage
34. Inactive
35. Kill
36. More than nines
38. Expresses boredom or 

sleepiness 
42. Flower clusters found in 

willows
43. Spoke
47. Seat of emotion (poetic)
48. Adjust
49. Marsh
50. Refine metals
51. Lessens
52. Churches (Scottish)
54. Smoky grime
55. Angers
56. Roman emperor
57. Biblical paradise
60. Sticky substance

solutions to suD0ku 1660

350 Congressmen arrested in Tripura for holding rally

Muri Linggi third woman from 
Arunachal to scale Mt. Everest

Orgs. in KA observe ‘autonomous demand day’

Manipur cultural forum observes 60th anniv. 

Tripura’s ruling allies confident of ending bickering

News IN BrIef
Former Mizo CM files defamation 
case against Congress mouthpiece
Aizawl, May 17 (PTI): Opposition Mizo National Front 
(MNF) president Zoramthanga today filed a criminal 
defamation case against the state’s Congress mouth-
piece for allegedly linking him in the murder case of 
a Presbyterian priest in 2007 when he was the chief 
minister. Zoramthanga filed the case against the edi-
tor and publisher of the ‘Congress Thlifim’ in the court 
of the Judicial Magistrate First Class H Lalduhsanga in 
Aizawl. The MNF chief alleged in his petition that an 
article of the ‘Congress Thlifim’ in its March 2018 issue 
quoted a resident of Aizawl who accused Zoramthanga 
of ordering assassination of the priest who was killed 
on October one, 2007. Zoramthanga who was chief 
minister for two terms between December 4, 1998 and 
December 9, 2008 said the article has defamed him.

Mizoram Assembly to pass  
Sinlung Hills Council bill, 2018
Aizawl, May 17 (PTI): Mizoram Home Minister R La-
lzirliana today said a special session of the state Assem-
bly would be convened in June to facilitate passage of 
the proposed Sinlung Hills Council bill, 2018. Formation 
of the proposed Sinlung Hills Council (SHC) is the result 
of the peace accord signed between the state govern-
ment and the erstwhile underground Hmar People’s 
Convention (Democratic) on April two last which led 
to the laying down of arms by over 100 Hmar militants. 
Lalzirliana said that approval of the state cabinet on 
the SHC bill, 2018 was expected in May as the file was 
being moved by the Law and Judicial Department. He 
said that the state government was also making prepa-
rations for appointment of 14 members for the interim 
administration of the Sinlung Hills Council in June 
as the current term of the Sinlung Hills Development 
Council (SHDC) was to expire on May 31. The term of 
the interim council would be six months after which a 
formal election would be conducted, he said, adding 
that the peace accord stipulated that the SHDC would 
be rechristened as SHC and would be given more politi-
cal and financial autonomy.
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Rupee in recovery mode, gains 10 
paise more to 67.70 against dollar
Mumbai, May 17 (PTI): 
Belying fears about surg-
ing crude prices, the ru-
pee managed to hold its 
ground against the US 
currency for the second-
straight day, gaining by 
10 paise to end at 67.70 a 
dollar.

The Indian currency 
proved surprisingly re-
silient despite a sharp 
surge in global crude 
prices which alarmingly 
touched a high of USD 
80 a barrel on supply 
squeeze.

Suspected heavy cur-
rency market liquidity in-
tervention by the Reserve 
Bank of India predomi-
nantly helped the rupee 
to stay afloat amid bullish 
overseas sentiment.

The home unit, which 
is the worst performing 
Asian market currency, 
seems to be on the verge 
of recovery after plunging 
to a fresh 16-month low of 
68.15 on Wednesday, a fo-
rex dealer said.

Worsening domestic 
macros against the grim 
backdrop of boiling crude 
prices and impending 
Fed rate hike fears along 
with dollar strength has 
been the key dominating 
force in forex markets in 
recent weeks.

On the energy front, 
crude prices shot up to 
hit USD 80 a barrel for the 
first time since November 
2014 on growing worries 
of a sharp drop in Iranian 
oil exports in the coming 
months due to renewed 
US sanctions, reducing 
supply in an already tight-
ening market.

The Brent crude fu-
tures, an international 
benchmark, was trad-
ing higher at USD 79.97 
a barrel after briefly hit-
ting USD 80 in early Asian 
trade.

In the meantime, the 
dollar was hovering near 
its highest levels in five 
months against a basket 
of other major currencies 
as rising US government 
bond yields continued to 
underpin demand for the 
currency.

Local equities, how-
ever, continued to wit-
ness massive unwinding 
as nervous investors took 
money off the table amid 
political wrangling in 
Karnataka and hardening 
crude oil prices.

Extending its recovery 
momentum, the rupee 
resumed higher at 67.72 
from overnight close of 
67.80 at the Interbank 
Foreign Exchange (Forex) 
market on sustained dol-
lar selling by banks and 
exporters.

Gaining a foothold 
in the face of easing dol-
lar pressure, the rupee 
touched an intra-day high 
of 67.58 in mid morn-
ing deals, but eventually 
pared early strong gains 
to end at 67.70, showing 
a gain of 10 paise, or 0.14 
per cent.

The RBI, meanwhile, 
fixed the reference rate for 
the dollar at 67.7156 and 

for the euro at 79.8909.
Meanwhile, the yield 

on the benchmark 10-
year government bond 
maturing in 2028 sof-
tened to 7.88 per cent.

The dollar index, 
which measures the 
greenback’s value against 
a basket of six major cur-

rencies, was higher at 
93.38.

In the cross currency 
trade, the rupee strength-
ened against the pound 
sterling to settle at 91.31 
per pound from 91.41 
and firmed up against the 
euro to end at 79.79 from 
79.85 earlier.
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Where Are the 
Northeastern 
Cricketers?

N
ortheasterners love sports. Many sportsper-
sons from the region have made their mark 
at the international level. Barring one, in al-
most all the sporting disciplines, the sport-

spersons from the region are the best in the country. 
Yes, the Northeasterners are yet to make a mark in 
Cricket which is the most popular game in India these 
days. Popularity of some cricketers is more than cine 
stars. Moreover, they are well established and are in the 
top bracket in earning. For example, a couple of years 
ago a list of sportspersons who earn in millions, was 
published. The captain of the then Indian cricket team 
Mahendra Singh Dhoni’s name was fifth in that list 
above Novak Djokovic, who was an upcoming tennis 
star at that time. Just imagine the situation. Tennis is an 
Olympic sport and it is a popular game worldwide. On 
the other hand, Cricket is played only in few countries 
and in most parts of Europe and American continents, 
people are unaware of the existence of such a game. But 
that didn’t prevent Dhoni from becoming one of the 
richest sportspersons in the world. Yes, over the years, 
Cricket has become such a money-spinner in India. 
These days almost every parent wants their son to be-
come cricketers not only for the fame and opportunity 
to represent the country in the international arena, but 
also Cricket, these days is considered one of the most 
lucrative career options in India.

But then why is there no Northeasterner among 
those who have made a mark in Cricket? Do the peo-
ple of the region have no liking for the game? Many 
such questions can be raised. But the answer will al-
ways be negative. People from the Northeast are fas-
cinated about sports and once they adopt a discipline 
they don’t stop before attaining the desired heights. So, 
what are the reasons that have kept the Northeastern-
ers from the game of Cricket? The answer is simple. If 
the Northeasterners are yet to excel in Cricket, it is be-
cause of apathy of those who manage the game in the 
country. Board for Control of Cricket in India (BCCI) 
has never shown any willingness to nurse the budding 
cricketing talents from the region. Even some of the 
states are yet to be members of BCCI. Barring few inter-
national matches in Guwahati, BCCI has done nothing 
to promote the popular game in this part of the country.

The most glaring example of such apathy is the ab-
sence of a team from the Northeast in cash-rich Indian 
Premier League (IPL). Teams from all parts of the coun-
try are there in the league, but not from Northeast. BCCI 
promotes Dharamshala, Gwalior, Kochi and even Goa, 
but not Dimapur. Why? The question should be an-
swered by BCCI. Have BCCI ever given guidelines and 
framed time to bring the Northeast on the cricketing 
map of the country? Why? The Northeasterners have 
every right to raise this question. One should admit that 
at present the cricketing skills of the Northeasterners 
are not up to the mark. But how far the sporting people 
of the region can achieve can be judged from the fact 
that the Indian Super League (ISL) from its very first edi-
tion has inducted a team from the region and the result 
is there for everyone to see. Within five years of com-
mencement of the said football league, the hub of In-
dian football has almost been transferred from Kolkata 
to Northeast. One will find very few Bengali footballers 
are participating in the league, but there is no dearth of 
representation of Northeast. So, we hope that in near fu-
ture, BCCI will rectify the mistake and soon we will find 
cricketers from Northeast representing India.

Nellayappan B

Ambrose .J. Chakre

Vishnu Makhijani | IANS

HSSLC / HSLC Results: An Advisory to Parents

The Gift of Relationship

‘Many Miles to Go Before the Tiger is Safe in India’

R
esults of the HSLC & HSSLC exams will be de-
clared on 18th May 2018 and many parents 
and children might be busy discussing about 
their future course of action. Many may have 

clear ambitions and majority may prefer to go along 
the flow. I wish to remind the parents about few im-
portant factors at this moment. Being the parent, you 
have the natural obligation to ensure that your chil-
dren select the best course of study so that their future 
will be secured. But kindly do not try to impose your 
ambitions on them against their basic instincts. Every 
child has certain interests and aptitude and imposing 
choices made by others which are totally against their 
interests and aptitude may end counterproductive.

Every field of study offers good scope for those who 
excel in whatever course of study they undergo and 
we cannot claim one superior to the other. Of course 
one need to keep in mind the demand –supply rela-
tion when it comes to the survival strategy in the com-
petitive world. Therefore, Parents and Teachers should 
identify the interests and likes of children and then 
guide them to select the best course that suits them. 

Following are few important areas of study and 
you may take the help of teachers, career counselors 
and Google to know more about the scope of different 
courses as well as information regarding the institu-
tions offering them.      
1. Medicine – Competing against the best.

Courses Available: M. B. B.S / B.D.S / B.A.M.S / 
B.H.M.S / B.V.Sc

2. Paramedical Courses – Helping Hands.
Courses Available: B.Sc. (Perfusion Technology, 

Op. Theatre Technology,  Anesthesia Technology, 

Respiratory Care Technology, Cardiac Care  Tech-
nology, Renal Dialysis Technology, Radiotherapy, 
Speech & Language Therapy), B.P.T, B. Pharm , D. 
Pharm, 

3. Agriculture – New Opportunities.
Courses Available: B.Sc.( Agriculture , Horticulture, 

Forestry, Agribusiness Management ,Sericulture, 
Food Technology) 

4. Engineering – Multiple Options.
Courses Available: B.E, B.Tech.(Civil, Mechanical, 

Electrical & Electronics Computer Science, Chemi-
cal Engineering, Electronics & Communication, 
Aerospace Engineering, Automobile Engineering, 
Mining Engineering, Nuclear Engineering, Petro-
leum Engineering, Telecom Engineering, Textile 
Engineering, Power / Energy Engineering, Ceramic 
Engineering, Polymer Engineering, Plastics Engi-
neering, Optical Engineering, Biotechnology Engi-
neering, Bio- Medical Engineering, Bio- Molecular 
Engineering, Robotics Engineering & Artificial In-
telligence , Nanotechnology, Superconductivity , 
Geo- technical Engineering).

5. Energy & Environment- Skill Diversity.
Courses Available: B.Sc. (Env. Sc, Forestry, Geology), 

B.Tech(Env. Engineering, Mining) 
6. Corporate and Financial – A Calculated Choice.

Courses Available: B. Com, Charted Accountancy 
(CA), Cost Accountancy, Company Secretaryship

7. Education – Nation Building.
Courses Available: Pre- School / Nursery Teacher 

Training, Primary School Teacher Training, B.Ed( 
After Graduation)

8. Media – Dramatic Success.

Courses Available: Journalism – BJMC, Advertising 
& Public Relations – PGDAPR, PGCAPR, M.A(After 
Graduation).

Film & Television – Film & Television Institute of In-
dia and Satyajit Ray Film and Television Institute 
offer varieties of Certificate, Diploma & PG Diplo-
ma courses.  

9. Tourism and Hospitality – Go the Distance. 
Courses Available: BTA, BTS, BTM, BBA(TM), 

PGDTM, Dip in Hotel Op., Dip. in Airport Op., Dip 
in Air Cargo Op., Dip in Spa Therapies & Manage-
ment, B.Sc in Hospitality Administration.

10. Civil Transportation – On the Move.
Courses Available: Commercial Pilot, Cabin Crew, 

Aviation- Ground Staff, Merchant Navy.
11. Law – In Pursuit of Justice.

Courses Available: LLB – 5 Year Integrated Course for 
+2 Passed students, LLB – 3 Year Course for Gradu-
ates.

12.  Conventional Degree Courses . – B.A / B.Sc.
In the present situation, the conventional degree 

courses stand as one of the best options for many tal-
ented students. Varieties of courses are available in the 
fields of Arts, Science, Commerce, Humanity, etc and 
there is good demand for research scholars in all the 
subjects. You might be aware that the minimum quali-
fication required for appearing the coveted All India 
Civil Services Exams (IAS, IPS, IFS, IFoS) and many 
other Central and State Civil Services is Graduation 
and candidates possessing Post Gradation could win 
the glorious posts if they study their courses with in-
depth understanding and determination. 

bnellayappan@gmail.com

T
he way we were created to love 
and care for each other is one of 
the greatest gift God has given 
unto us. The care, love and the 

affection we have for each other are 
what compliments the gift of God. We 
were created just the way God wants 
us to be. God created man and woman 
that they can be a blessing to each other. 
They were created to love each other. 
Life is beautiful when our relationship 
with our spouse is wonderful. Man and 
woman were created that they could en-
joy life together and worship the creator 
together. The relationship between man 
and woman is not only about reproduc-
tion but also to enjoy life as they live on. 
They were created that they would bear 
children and be faithful to one another. 
But things didn’t happen as planned be-
cause of their one act of sin. The mistake 
they committed made them lose their 
innocence. Their eyes were opened to 

the knowledge of good and evil. That 
was when they began to realize that 
they were naked. At the instance they 
were banished from the Garden of Eden 
which was once their comfort zone. Be-
cause of their sin of disobedience their 
future generations started committing 
adultery with the wives of their neigh-
bors. The virtue was lost. Their inno-
cence faded. Faithful couples were few 
in number but the wayward couples be-
gan to grow in number.

Generations after generations were 
affected. And we are the generation 
suffering because of the sins of our an-
cestors. A story is told of a young cou-
ple who got married  because the boy 
got the girl impregnated. The intrigu-
ing thing is that even after they mar-
ried they both lived wayward lives. The 
husband spent his time at the bars with 
different girls every night and the wife 
slept with her husbands friends every 
night. This sounds abit explicit but the 
truth is that that’s the way it is. Its sad 

to state that this is the condition many 
couples are in. But apart from the un-
fortunate ones there are those who are 
living contented lives with their spouse. 
It’s only those couples who understands 
the true meaning of relationship stays 
together. Lovers who understands each 
other stands  by each other even dur-
ing hard times. Relationship is a gift but 
true love is the virtue that binds couples 
together. The reason why many rela-
tionship fail is because they don’t allow 
God to create the right relationship. The 
Word states that there is a time for eve-
rything. In relation to what the Word 
states many marry the wrong person at 
the wrong time.. in view of this I keep on 
saying to my clients that humans makes 
mistakes but God never makes a mis-
take. I often say to my close ones that I 
will love my wife more than my life. And 
we will love God more than our lives.. I 
guess the quotation is what describes  a 
Christian romance best. A God fearing 
couple will always pray together and 

be there for each other in their time of 
needs.

Relationship is a gift but faithfulness 
is the virtue which compliments the gift. 
Man and woman were created to enjoy 
the company of each other. Many fail to 
consider relationship as a gift because 
of their ignorance of it. Enjoying our life 
with the right person can make our life 
worth living. The person we share our 
life with can be a blessing to us if we are 
truly made for each other. The way to 
enjoy life is to choose the right person 
to enjoy our life with. A very close friend 
once said to me “relationship is not an 
exam to pass or fail. It is not a competi-
tion to win or lose, she further stressed 
by saying that relationship is a feeling 
in which you care for someone more 
than yourself. Its only those who un-
derstands what relationship is all about 
are the ones who values the gift of re-
lationship. So be one among them and 
enjoy your life with the person of God’s 
choice. You will love it.

L
atika Nath was just seven when 
she decided she would dedi-
cate her life to the conservation 
of wildlife. Along the way, she 

became India’s first woman wildlife bi-
ologist and spent a quarter of a century 
working at the grassroots level for tiger 
conservation but laments that though 
much work has been done, “there are 
many miles to go before the tiger is safe”.

“I have worked with several dedicat-
ed and extraordinary forest department 
officials over the years. These men have 
dedicated their lives to wildlife conser-
vation and particularly that of the tiger. 
The government has been working on 
tiger conservation and you can see re-
sults. Numbers are on the rise. 

“Having said that, there are many 
miles to go before the tiger is safe. We 
need the political will and support to 
help turn the tide for the big cats in In-
dia,” Nath, who has a doctorate in tiger 
conservation and management from 
Oxford, told IANS in an interview.

If she were given a chance to do 
things differently on the conservation 
front how would she go about it?

“I think the most essential thing for 
wildlife conservation today in India is 
the political will to ensure the sanctity 
of our wilderness areas and the habitats 
of species. 

“Indira Gandhi (when she was the 
Prime Minister) showed the world her 
commitment to wildlife conservation 
and is responsible for much of what is 
protected in India today. We need a simi-
lar commitment from our leaders today.

“We also need a more stringent 
method of law enforcement and a better 
equipped judiciary with special training 
in handling wildlife and environmental 
cases,” said Nath, whose breathtaking 
images perfectly complement cousin 
Shloka Nath’s text in the just-released 
book “Hidden India”.

How did this book come about and 
how long was it in the making?

Noting that sometimes things hap-
pen that change your life, uproot you 
and shake your soul, Nath replied: “I 
faced a whole series of events between 
2012 and 2015, including my divorce 
and the loss of my cousin Kaveesh Nath. 
At these times it is easy to want to hide 
and hurt. I chose to stand up and throw 
myself back into the mountains, oceans 
and forests -- to look for the peace and 
understanding that eluded me in cities.

“At this time, I picked up my cam-

eras after a gap of almost 12 years. All 
the photographs in this book have been 
shot between 2012 and 2017,” added 
Nath, whose life and work has been 
featured on National Geographic TV in 
a documentary titled ‘The Tiger Prin-
cess’ and on Discovery Channel’s ‘Wild 
Things’. 

She contributed to films like ‘Sita’s 
Story’ and a ‘Tale of Two Tigers’ on the 
BBC, as well as the cover story on tigers 
for the ‘Year of the Tiger’ special in 2000.

How did the photography bug bite? 
Is she self-trained or did she receive any 
formal training?

“I have always taken photographs 
since I was a child and later as a biologist 
to record animal behaviour. Over time I 
began to use my cameras to record the 
conversations I was having with ani-
mals, my experiences when I travelled 
and to tell the stories of my adventures. 

“Photography is something I taught 
myself and again my inspiration was 
my father, who has been an ardent pho-
tographer ever since I can remember,” 
Nath explained.

In fact, Her father, Prof Lalit M. Nath, 
an ex-Director of the All India Institute 
of Medical Sciences, played a major role 
in helping her find her calling.

“My father was special advisor to 

the Prime Minister on wildlife and the 
secretary of the IBWL (Indian Board for 
Wild Life) for 19 years. All holidays were 
always based on the outdoors and I grew 
up meeting either doctors or stalwarts 
of conservation in India, including In-
dira Gandhi, Dr Salim Ali, Dr J.C. Daniel, 
Dr Ranjit Sinh, Dr H.S. Panwar, Kailash 
Sankhala, Billy Arjun Singh, Fateh Singh 
Rathore and Dr Charles McDougal.

“This sparked an early passion for 
ecology and wildlife conservation and I 
decided at the age of seven that this is 
what I wanted to dedicate my life to,” 
Nath said.

What has been her experience pho-
tographing the cat species around the 
world?

From the tigers of India to the Jag-
uars of Brazil, Nath said, each species 
fights against the loss of habitat to de-
velopment and human pressure.

“The issues are different and yet the 
same. Every time there is a battle be-
tween humans and any other species, 
humans always win. And yet every time, 
the majesty, beauty, resilience and te-
nacity for survival of the species allows 
one to hope that they will manage to 
carve a little niche for themselves in the 
Planet of Humans and survive.

“Photographing the great cats has 

taken me from the highest places on 
earth in the Himalayas to the rain for-
ests of the Amazon, the dense jungles of 
the northeast of India and the savannah 
plains of Africa. 

“Each adventure has been life 
changing often leaving me in tears of joy 
at finally being able to be blessed with 
sightings and time with the great cats,” 
Nath said.

She has worked with numerous in-
ternational organisations including 
IUCN, UNDP, UNFPA and ICIMOD on 
many species including the Asian El-
ephant, the Gangetic Dolphin, the Arna 
or Wild buffaloes, and high-altitude 
mammals in the Kanchenjunga area. 

Her areas of interest include land-
scape ecology and the resolution of 
human-wildlife conflict.

Nath is the recipient of scholarships 
including the Chevening Award from 
the Foreign and Commonwealth Of-
fice, the Oxford and Cambridge Society 
of India, the Overseas Research Student 
(ORS) UK, and the Wildlife Institute of 
India. She has also been awarded for her 
work in the field of Eco Tourism by the 
Adventure Tour Operators Association 
of India (ATOI).
(Vishnu Makhijani can be contacted at 

Vishnu Makhijani@ians.in)
The Father gave us the Spirit to make us 

like the Son.

“No! No! No! NO!” I screamed. It didn’t help. Not one 
bit. My brilliant solution for our plugged problem—

flushing again—accomplished exactly the opposite of 
what I’d intended. I knew I had made a mistake the sec-
ond I pushed the lever down. And I stood helplessly as 
water overflowed.

How many times have our kids tried to pour milk and 
misjudged the process, with white liquid flowing every-
where. Or maybe we failed to remember that a two-liter 
bottle of soda just rolled around in the trunk . . . with 
explosively startling results.

No, spills are almost never a good thing. But there 
might be one exception. The apostle Paul uses that im-
age of overflowing to describe a people so full of God’s 
Spirit that what naturally spills out of them is hope (Ro-
mans 15:13). I love that picture of being filled to the 
brim with joy, peace, and faith because of His power-
ful presence in our lives. So much so, in fact, that we 
can’t help but exude and express winsome confidence in 
our heavenly Father. That might be during the beautiful, 
sunny seasons of our lives. Or when the proverbial cup 
of our lives gets jostled. Either way, what sloshes out 
over the top is life-giving hope to those around us who 
are “drenched” by it. 

Lord, spills happen in life. But when they do, help us 
to be so full of Your Spirit that what pours out of us is 
the kind of hope that others can’t help but notice and 

be blessed by.

DAILY
PATH

Overflowing
BIBLE READ:   ROMANS 15:4–13
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as 

you trust in him.          
~  Romans 15:13



To gain awareness of  the presence 
of  things other than “me and what 
is mine”, in other words to develop 

sympathy for the outside world 
is a way to liberate oneself  from 

egocentricity. To have such a character 
is the sign of  good education.

– Devi Prasad, Art: The Basis of  Education

Board exams… Entrance tests for med-
ical/engineering colleges… College 
admissions: where are the youngsters 
moving? What does growing up mean 

with the euphoria of success and the stigma 
of failure? What is the experience of walking 
through a path defined by others – regimented 
schools and market-driven forces?

Let me begin with the story of a young 
boy I have been interacting with for quite some 
time. Yes, he is in the ‘science’ stream; what is 
popularly known as PCM (Physics, Chemistry 
and Mathematics) is his religion and possibly a 
road to what the aspirational middle class so-
ciety regards as ‘success’ – or the moment of  
being ‘settled’.

With a series of private tutors, coaching 
centres and exam after exam for getting entry 
into any of the engineering/medical colleges, 
there is no breathing space in the life of this 
17-year old boy. He is anxious; his parents are 
worried. Sometimes I feel like talking to him 
about poetry and cinema, literature and trav-
elogue; he thinks it is useless and his parents 
too are not very interested in these ‘softer’ di-
mensions of life. Every moment, they are com-
pelled to think, has to be utilised for achieving 
‘success’.

With my sociological sensibilities, I know 
that he is not alone – he symbolises a social 
fact, he is the product of an oppressive reality 
characterised by a faulty pattern of education, 
parental ambitions and the aggression of hy-
per-competitiveness resulting from the increas-
ing gap between the number of aspirants and 
availability of opportunities in an over-popu-
lated and uneven society like ours.

Let us try to understand the resultant mal-
ady destroying the possibilities innate in the 
young mind.

‘Success’ has failed them

What is the nature of  the mythical ‘success’ they 
are striving for?

First, in the age of trade and economic util-
ity, it is based on the hierarchy of disciplines. 
Science/commerce is seen to be superior, 
practical and lucrative, but a negative orien-
tation is attached to arts/humanities – these 
‘soft’/’feminine’ disciplines, it is thought, have 
no ‘future’, and ‘intelligent’ students are not 
supposed to opt for these branches of knowl-
edge.

Anyone familiar with school education 

in India knows how parents and teachers 
pressurise children to opt for science/com-
merce even if  they are not inclined to it. In 
fact, many of  them are never given the space 
to look at themselves, and understand their 
unique traits and aptitudes. This is the be-
ginning of  alienation in the child’s life. This 
alienation is further intensified when the so-
cietal pressure restricts their imagination, and 
forces them to believe that life is necessarily 
dark and bleak without medical science/engi-
neering/management.

In this reckless preparation for ‘success’ 
their alienated selves find no joy, no ecstasy; 
coaching centres have no humour, guide books 
are devoid of creative imagination, ‘success 
mantras’ require war strategies, not the spirit 
of wonder, and the joy of learning is replaced 
by the neurotic urge to be a ‘topper’. 

Second, this ‘success’ is centred on the hi-
erarchy of professions. Money, technocratic 
sleekness and state power – these three factors 
play a key role in the making of this hierarchy. 
In fact, if  one is courageous enough to deci-
pher the folk tale of the ‘IIT-IIM syndrome’, 
one would realise that a mix of money and 
technological sleekness transforms their ‘prod-
ucts’ into corporate professionals with a good 
pay package.

In fact, ‘placement’ (your destiny is to find 
yourself as a well-fed/well-paid employee of  
the gigantic corporation) is the success index 
in a society that sanctifies technocratic capital-
ism; everything revolves around it. No wonder, 
in popular imagination a youngster – hardly 

23-years-old – working as an IT professional in 
a multinational company and living in a gated 
community in Bengaluru is considered to be 
more ‘successful’ than, say, a 50-year old col-
lege teacher living in the suburb of Mumbai, 
and writing a scholarly book on medieval In-
dian history.

Furthermore, state power still has its aura. 
In our society, it reinforces the legacy of feudal 
aristocracy. No wonder, as the UPSC phenom-
enon suggests, the job of a district collector or 
a superintendent of police or an income tax of-
ficer (imagine their bungalows, office vehicles 
with red lights, and the brigade of police con-
stables saluting them) continues to fascinate 
the young mind, particularly from the small 
towns.

No wonder, like the IIT/IIM entrance test, 
the UPSC civil service examination seems to 
have become one of the major national events 
– the most dominant evaluator for certifying 
one’s ‘success’ in life. 

However, this ‘success’, as I wish to argue, 
has its own discontents. The reason is that, for 
most of them, it is an immensely alienating ex-
perience. It kills one’s creativity; it makes one 
one-dimensional; it robs one of the spirit of  
positive life-energy. Writing all sorts of mock 
tests conducted by the coaching centres end-
lessly, or transforming everything – be it the 
Olympics or the installation of a nuclear reac-
tor or an international conference on climate 
change – into a typical ‘general studies’ stuff of  
the UPSC type is by no means a life-affirming 
experience.

See the march of the other-directed crowd 
at Kota in Rajasthan – a notorious site of in-
flated expectations and broken dreams. Or, for 
that matter, visit the tiny rooms in the narrow 
lanes of Mukherjee Nagar and Katwaria Sarai 
in Delhi, and meet the tired/exhausted young-
sters from Bihar, Odisha and Uttar Pradesh 
trying to grapple with the Rao’s IAS notes. 
You realise that to achieve this sort of ‘suc-
cess’, one fails as a creative being.

No wonder, corruption is rooted in this 
‘success manufacturing machine’. The heavy 
cost of coaching centres, the exorbitant tui-
tion fees in many of these medical/engineer-
ing/management colleges, and above all, the 
burden of donations and capitation fee: from 
where do you compensate the money you have 
spent? Is it the inflated dowry rate in a society 
that has not yet eradicated its patriarchal ethos? 
Or is it the normalisation of bribery and other 
malpractices in workplaces—from hospitals to 
construction sites, from block development of-
fices to police stations? 

Likewise, the very nature of this race is that 
your ‘success’ is assured at the cost of someone 
else’s failure. The fact is that most of the ap-
plicants would fail in this race. Imagine every 
year the number of ‘failures’ we create. They 
acquire a sense of stigmatised identity; this af-
fects severely their life-trajectories filled with 
psychic wound and a sense of loss.

Finally, in this system, there is actually no 
winner; everyone is a loser. It redefines fail-
ure; everyone suffers from a sense of lagging 
behind. Hence, these days if  you get 90% in 

the board exam, you are sad and depressed 
because your friends have got more than 95%. 
Likewise, if  instead of pursuing economics at 
Shri Ram College of Commerce, you do Phys-
ics at Hindu College, you are a failure. Or for 
that matter, despite being in IIT, if  you could 
not make it to the United states, you have 
failed in life.

In a way, ‘success’ has failed them.

Redefining the calling of  life
It is not easy to come out of  this trap. As the 
spectre of  unemployment or the notion of  a 
superficial notion of  ‘social prestige’ haunts 
the young mind and their over-protective 
parents, it becomes exceedingly difficult to 
strive for meaningful education. Yet, I would 
insist that no social transformation is pos-
sible without the creative spark of  human 
agency; and even in difficult times, we need 
to try our best to give the young a different 
vision of  life.

It is in this context that I wish to make three 
points. First, as teachers/educationists/adults 
we all need to tell them that nothing matters 
more in life than inner fulfilment. There is no 
external marker of success – to be truly suc-
cessful in life is to find joy and meaning in 
whatever one does, be it farming, nursing and 
teaching. One need not become like somebody 
else, one need not be ‘big’ and ‘gorgeous’. One 
has to be oneself – simple, authentic and confi-
dent of one’s own path.

Second, it is important to appreciate the 
plurality of skills/intelligence/sensitivity need-
ed in diverse modes of occupational and vo-
cational engagement. There is no reason why 
everyone has to think of joining the IIT; there 
is no reason why every science student should 
think of becoming an IT professional. A ma-
ture society is one that needs a spectrum of  
possibilities – engineers as well as filmmakers, 
doctors, historians, economists and art critics. 
The task of teachers is to make the child aware 
of his/her potential.

Third, fear has to be overcome. Young-
sters ought to be encouraged to think differ-
ently, to take ‘risks’, and experiment with life. 
Nothing meaningful in life is possible if  one 
is continually pressurised to remain ‘normal’, 
and opt for a ‘safe/tasted/secure/non-risky’ 
path. Living meaningfully is to understand 
the call of  the puzzling curves and turning 
points in life. Karl Marx did not live as a ‘re-
spectable’ employee in a company; Mahatma 
Gandhi did not end his life as a lawyer; G.M. 
Muktibodh, despite economic hardships, did 
not give up poetry; and Medha Patkar did not 
become a professor of  social work in a uni-
versity.

As adults, we would betray our children if  
we do not offer anything positive to them, if  
we metamorphose them into, as Franz Kafka 
indicated in one of his heart-breaking short 
stories, ‘insects’ roaming around the four walls 
of an office cubicle.

(Avijit Pathak is a Professor of  Sociology at JNU.)

I 

know it may be hard to convince you, but let 
me try: Don’t kill the next spider you see in your 
home.

Why? Because spiders are an important part 
of nature and our indoor ecosystem – as well as 
being fellow organisms in their own right.

People like to think of their dwellings as 
safely insulated from the outside world, but 
many types of spiders can be found inside. 
Some are accidentally trapped, while others are 
short-term visitors. Some species even enjoy the 
great indoors, where they happily live out their 
lives and make more spiders. These arachnids 
are usually secretive, and almost all you meet 
are neither aggressive nor dangerous. And they 
may be providing services like eating pests – 
some even eat other spiders.

My colleagues and I conducted a visual sur-
vey of 50 North Carolina homes to inventory 

just which arthropods live under our roofs. Eve-
ry single house we visited was home to spiders. 
The most common species we encountered 
were cobweb spiders and cellar spiders.

Both build webs where they lie in wait for 
prey to get caught. Cellar spiders sometimes 
leave their webs to hunt other spiders on their 
turf, mimicking prey to catch their cousins for 
dinner.

Although they are generalist predators, apt 
to eat anything they can catch, spiders regularly 
capture nuisance pests and even disease-carry-
ing insects – for example, mosquitoes. There’s 
even a species of jumping spider that prefers to 
eat blood-filled mosquitoes in African homes. 
So killing a spider doesn’t just cost the arachnid 
its life, it may take an important predator out of  
your home.

It’s natural to fear spiders. They have lots 
of legs and almost all are venomous - though 
the majority of species have venom too weak to 
cause issues in humans, if  their fangs can pierce 

our skin at all. Even entomologists themselves 
can fall prey to arachnophobia. I know a few 
spider researchers who overcame their fear by 
observing and working with these fascinating 
creatures. If  they can do it, so can you!

Spiders are not out to get you and actually 
prefer to avoid humans; we are much more 
dangerous to them than vice versa. Bites from 
spiders are extremely rare. Although there are 
a few medically important species like widow 
spiders and recluses, even their bites are uncom-
mon and rarely cause serious issues.

If you truly can’t stand that spider in your 
house, apartment, garage, or wherever, instead 
of smashing it, try to capture it and release it 
outside. It’ll find somewhere else to go, and 
both parties will be happier with the outcome.

But if  you can stomach it, it’s OK to have 
spiders in your home. In fact, it’s normal. And 
frankly, even if  you don’t see them, they’ll still 
be there. So consider a live-and-let-live approach 
to the next spider you encounter.
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): You might have 
some strong hesitations during the day, Ar-
ies. You may have to cover up the truth or, on 
the contrary, say it out loud. If this is the case, 

say what’s on your mind. You’ll be supported by the cur-
rent planetary positions, which will help you formulate 
your ideas in a way that won’t shock people, and, in fact, 
might even sway them to your point of view.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): There are mo-
ments when your powers of clear thinking 
reveal the tremendous amount of maturity 
that you have, Taurus. You aren’t usually a 

dreamer, so it’s rather difficult to lead you into ambigu-
ous situations. If you currently have sentimental affairs 
going on in your life, this would be an excellent day to 
take stock. But try not to be too cold-hearted.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You may have felt 
somewhat frustrated in your initiatives over 
the past few days, Gemini. Either outside ob-
stacles, such as events that caused delays, or 

inner restraints, such as your own apathy, presented 
a clear challenge to you. Certain matters must be re-
solved before you can make any real progress. The day 
ahead may give you an opportunity to settle these is-
sues once and for all.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): It will be a 
stimulating day for you, Cancer! You’ll 
feel great and have no trouble channel-
ing all your energy into your activities. 

But don’t be surprised if you encounter some resis-
tance. As creative as your ideas are, they may not 
suit everyone. In fact, you could be confronted with 
some rebelliousness. Be persuasive and you’ll get 
your way today.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Be careful not to lose 
your temper today, Leo. You’re chomping 
at the bit these days, although your daring 
nature has been reined in by financial and 

professional constraints. It’s useless to entertain gran-
diose illusions at the moment. Moreover, if you do, you 
can expect some confrontations. If you’re advised to be 
more conservative, heed the suggestion.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Today time will 
stop and might even seem to go backward, 
Virgo. Use this pause to reflect on your mo-
tivations. The clues from the Zodiac seem 

to suggest that you’re currently settling questions 
that concern the fate of another person. Perhaps you 
should be spending an equal amount of time consider-
ing your own fate as well.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Overall, the cli-
mate is tense at work and at home, Libra. 
You’ll sense a feeling of restlessness and a 
longing for change, but you’ll also feel a re-

luctance to make any real moves in that direction. Your 
judgment tells you that complaints that don’t lead to 
action are meaningless. So why not be the catalyst that 
provokes some action?

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): You can in-
terpret the day ahead as an open-ended 
question about you, Scorpio. You may 
have noticed certain physical or psycho-

logical aspects of yourself that make you uncom-
fortable. The day ahead may force you to take ac-
tion to correct that attitude. If you just share your 
concerns with a friend or relative, you’ll accomplish 
a great deal.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Some-
times people might reproach you for being 
less than tactful in relationships, Sagittarius. 
However, today’s planetary energies are going 

to help you be more sensitive. You’ll feel as though you 
suddenly have a much greater capacity for listening. 
Whether it’s true or not, others will have the impression 
that you are no longer so self-centered.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You have an 
unusual gift for making a situation seem less 
dramatic, Capricorn. Today, you’ll witness 
crises of all kinds. You will be the one who re-

assures people, and the one who can sum up the situa-
tion objectively without panicking or exaggerating. This, 
coupled with your legendary calm, makes for a great 
combination!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Dare to ex-
press your ideas without fear of ridicule. This 
is what the planetary configuration has to 
say to you today, Aquarius. And this is ex-

actly what you need to hear, because fear of ridicule is 
generally your Achilles heel. The challenge for you is to 
clearly say what you think without referring to or bor-
rowing the ideas of others. Dare to do it!

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): If you’ve always 
felt the desire to write, now is the time to take 
the plunge, Pisces. You certainly don’t lack 
the imagination! Your problem may be that 

you have difficulty taking your prose seriously. Don’t 
think about being “A Writer.” Just write! And above all, 
don’t hesitate to let people read what you write. A writ-
er’s group would be a great way for you to come out of 
hiding.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

PTI

Avijit Pathak  | thewire.in

Matt Bertone  | The Conversation

A Sick Society That Manufactures Failures – 
The True Face of Education in India

Young minds in India are being destroyed by a faulty pattern of education, parental ambitions, the 
aggression of hyper-competitiveness and a flawed idea of ‘success’. In such a system that brings 

about the death of creativity, there is no real winner.

Should I Kill Spiders in My Home? An Entomologist Explains Why Not To

The idea of 
‘success’ in 

India strips the 
joy of learning 
only to replace 

it with the 
neurotic urge to 

be a ‘topper’. 



Lucknow, May 17 (IANS): 
The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment on Thursday removed 
the Managing Director of the 
Uttar Pradesh Bridge Corpo-
ration, Rajat Mittal, over the 
Varanasi incident where part 
of an under-construction 
flyover caved in, killing 15 
persons on Tuesday evening, 
officials said.

Mittal has been replaced 
by J.K. Srivastava.

Order to relieve him of his 
duties with immediate effect 
had also been served on Mit-
tal, an official told IANS.

Chief Minister Yogi Adity-
anath, informed sources said, 
was very miffed at the inci-
dent and Deputy Chief Min-
ister Keshav Prasad Maurya, 
who also holds the charge 
of Public Wirks department 
(PWD), was asked to give the 
marching orders to Mittal.

Earlier in the day, sam-
ples of iron beams, cement, 
concrete and other construc-
tion material used in the col-
lapsed Varanasi flyover were 
sent for “quality and stand-
ards test” to IIT-Roorkee in 
Uttarakhand. Meanwhile, a 
three-member team set up 
by the Uttar Pradesh govern-

ment to probe the falling of 
two beams of the under-con-
struction flyover continued 
with its investigations for the 
second consecutive day on 
Thursday.

The disaster on Tuesday 
evening killed 15 persons, 
injured half a dozen and flat-
tened many two and four-
wheeler vehicles.

The team led by Agricul-
ture Production Commis-
sioner Raj Pratap Singh also 
visited the site in front of 
the local Cantt Railway Sta-
tion, recorded statements of 
witnesses and held detailed 
deliberations with officials of 
the Uttar Pradesh Bridge Cor-
poration and the district ad-
ministration, besides getting 
it photographed by a drone.

The team, which has been 
mandated to look into all 
aspects of the tragedy, has 
also recorded statements 
of suspended officials K.R. 
Soodan, Rajesh Kumar and 
Moolchand.

It also spoke to Division-
al Commissioner Deepak 
Agarwal, District Magistrate 
Yogeshwar Ram Mishra and 
some police officials and took 
details of the project.

New Delhi, May 17 (IANS): 
The Finance Ministers of 
Delhi, Kerala, West Bengal, 
Andhra Pradesh, Punjab 
and the Chief Minister of 
Puducherry met President 
Ram Nath Kovind here on 
Thursday and submitted 
a memorandum urging 
amendments to the Terms 
of Reference (ToR) of the 
15th Finance Commission.

The ministers said that 
the ToR would destroy the 
financial autonomy of the 
states.

These states had earlier 
protested that they would 
lose out because of the 
Commission’s decision to 
use the 2011 population 
census instead of 1971 as 
a basis for devolution of 
taxes from the Central gov-
ernment to the states, as 
they had successfully con-
trolled their population.

Jointly addressing the 
media here on Thursday 
after meeting the Presi-
dent, Kerala Finance Min-
ister Thomas Issac said that 
they had requested Kovind 
to amend the ToR by taking 
precedents from the past.

“Shifting of population 
base year from 1971 to 2011 
violates the resolutions of 
the Parliament... We want 
1971 as base year for popu-
lation calculation,” Issac 
said.

Srinagar, May 17 (IANS): Separatists in Jammu 
and Kashmir on Thursday dubbed the cease-
fire announced by the Indian government 
“a cruel joke on the people of the (Kashmir) 
Valley”.

The Joint Resistance Leadership (JRL), a 
conglomerate headed by Syed Ali Geelani, 
Mirwaiz Umer Farooq and Muhammad Yasin 
Malik, met at Geelani’s residence to deliberate 
on the various dimensions of what they called 
“Operation Halt” announced by the Home 
Ministry. A statement issued by the group 
said: “Operation Halt is a cruel joke with the 
freedom-loving people of Kashmir engaged 
in a legitimate movement for right to self-
determination.”

The statement added that the people 
of the Kashmir Valley believe in permanent 
peace rather than a relaxation in killing for one 
month. People want a permanent halt to the 
war thrust on them by New Delhi.

The separatists called the Wednesday an-
nouncement “a ploy to hoodwink opinion 
both at national and international level”.

Earlier, addressing a seminar at Rajbagh 
headquarters of the Hurriyat conference, 
Mirwaiz Umer Farooq said: “Calling for strikes 
to register our protest is our compulsion. We 
shall soon come up with an alternate strategy 
of registering our protest.”

On Wednesday, the Indian government 
announced a ceasefire in Jammu and Kashmir 
during the holy month of Ramadan but said it 
would hit back if militants resorted to violence. 
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Atmosphere of fear in country, 
situation similar to Pak — Rahul

Trinamool looks to sweep Bengal 
Panchayat polls; BJP in second spot

Delhi will be world’s biggest city by 2028 —UNKarnataka effect: RJD, Congress stake 
claim for governments in Bihar, Goa 

Varanasi flyover tragedy : UP 
Bridge Corporation MD removed

Ministers of five states meet 
president on Finance Commission

Kashmir ceasefire 
to hoodwink global 
community — Separatists

PTI

Congress President Rahul Gandhi speaks during the Jan Swaraj 
Sammelan in Raipur on Thursday.

PTI

Supporters of the All India Trinamool Congress celebrate after the Panchayat poll election results outside 
a counting station in South 24 Parganas on Thursday.

PTI

RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav speaks to the media during a press 
conference in Patna on Thursday.

PTI

President Ram Nath Kovind receives a memorandum from finance ministers of six states viz. Delhi, 
Kerala, West Bengal, Punjab, Andhra Pradesh and Puducherry, at the Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi 
on Thursday.

Raipur, May 17 (PTI): 
Against the backdrop of 
political developments 
in Karnataka, Congress 
president Rahul Gandhi 
today claimed the situa-
tion in the country was 
similar to that in Pakistan 
under “dictatorship”.

At an event here, he 
alleged there was an at-
mosphere of fear in the 
country and the Consti-
tution was under “severe 
attack”, with even the 
institutions such as the 
judiciary and the press 
being suppressed and 
threatened.

His remarks came 
hours after BJP leader B S 
Yeddyurappa was sworn-
in as the chief minister of 
Karnataka.

While the Congress-
JD(S) combine in the state 
has been claiming a ma-
jority with the support 
of 117 MLAs, the BJP has 
104 seats in the Assembly 
which has 224 elected 
members. Polling was 
not held in two seats. The 
House has a nominated 
seat.

“The Constitution is 
under severe attack in the 
country... In Karnataka, 
the MLAs are on one side 
and the Governor on the 
other and you know what 
attempt is being made,” 
Gandhi said.

“The JD(S) leader has 
said its MLAs were of-
fered INR 100 crore,” the 
Congress president said, 
apparently referring to H 
D Kumaraswami who had 
made the allegation.

Gandhi said, “One af-
ter another, you can see 

in every democratic insti-
tution in the country,..the 
RSS is trying to induct its 
people.” 

He said, “There is fear 
in the judiciary, there is 
fear in the press, and even 
the BJP’s members of 
Parliament are scared as 
they cannot speak a single 
word before the prime 
minister.” 

In the last 70 years, it 
was generally seen that 
the people approached 
the judiciary for seeking 
justice, he said.

“But for the first time it 
was seen that four judges 
of the Supreme Court ap-
peared before the press 
and sought support from 
the public, saying they 
were being suppressed 
and not allowed to per-
form their duties.

“Such a thing was wit-
nessed for the first time in 
a democratic country. It 

definitely happens under 
dictatorships, it happens 
in Pakistan, it happens 
in different African coun-
tries, (where) a general 
comes and suppresses the 
court and the press. But 
in India, it has happened 
for the first time in last 70 
years,” Gandhi said.

He was apparently 
referring to the unprec-
edented press conference 
by four senior judges of 
the Supreme Court in Jan-
uary this year to express 
their grievances against 
the Chief Justice of India.

In his address at a ‘Jan 
Swaraj Sammelan’ here 
on the occasion of the 
silver jubilee of 73rd and 
74th amendment in the 
Constitution related to 
local self-governance, 
the Congress leader ac-
cused the BJP and the 
RSS of capturing every 
democratic institution in 

country.
He said the Congress 

had ruled the country for 
several years but never 
tried to capture the demo-
cratic institutions.

Gandhi also alleged 
that the RSS and the BJP’s 
target was to suppress the 
voice of Dalits, ‘adivasis’ 
(tribals) and women and 
distribute the country’s 
wealth to some selected 
people.

“When farmers talk 
about loan waiver, (Fi-
nance Minister) Arun Jait-
ley says the Centre does 
not have any policy for it. 
But in the last one year, Rs 
2.5 lakh crore loan of 15 
rich people was waived. 
He (Jaitley) doesn’t speak 
on it because it’s in their 
policy,” the Congress chief 
said.

He said that if the BJP 
wanted to talk about cor-
ruption, then its leaders 
should speak about the 
Rafale fighter deal, BJP 
chief ’s son and (Union 
minister) Piyush Goyal’s 
company. However, he 
did not elaborate on it.

Gandhi alleged the BJP 
government has snatched 
the rights of farmers, vil-
lagers and poor and di-
luted the law.

He said the people will 
have to come together to 
fight against the ideology 
of the RSS and the BJP to 
protect the Constitution.

“If we want to fight 
against the ideology of the 
RSS and the BJP, the rep-
resentatives and women 
who are sitting here, are 
our key strength,” he said, 
referring to the panchayat 

members present at the 
event.

During the interaction 
with the representatives, 
Gandhi said if the Con-
gress comes to power at 
the Centre, its focus will 
be on education, health 
and employment sectors 
in which the “Modi gov-
ernment has completely 
failed”.

He said his party’s 
government would waive 
farmers’ loans within 10 
days of coming to power 
in 2019.

Accusing the Modi 
government of consider-
ing farmers as a burden, 
he said the Congress con-
siders them as its strength.

“If the Narendra Modi 
government can waive 
loans of 15 to 20 rich in-
dustrialists worth Rs 2.5 
lakh crore, why can’t farm-
ers’ loans be waived?” he 
asked.

“ T h a t  a m o u n t  i s 
equivalent to INR 35,000 
crore that the UPA spent 
to implement the MNER-
GA scheme in the coun-
try,” he said.

He said, “Modi calls 
Mehul Choksi as Mehul 
bhai. He knows Chok-
si and Nirav Modi well. 
Modi did not respond 
to my request to waive 
farm loans in the entire 
country.”

The Congress govern-
ment had brought the 
Land Acquisition Bill, in 
which it was clearly men-
tioned that panchayat’s 
permission should be 
mandatory for acquiring 
land in a village, Gandhi 
said.

Kolkata, May 17 (IANS): 
The ruling Trinamool Con-
gress on Thursday looked 
set for a resounding victory 
crushing all opposition 
parties in rural West Ben-
gal, after nearly 11 hours of 
vote count in the three-tier 
state Panchayat election, 
with the BJP emerging a 
distant second in almost all 
the districts.

The Left Front, which 
ruled the state for 34 years 
till 2011, lay decimated in 
the third position, while 
the Congress was virtu-
ally wiped out in Monday’s 
polls, which were marred 
by widespread violence 
and allegations of strong-
arm tactics and irregulari-
ties against the Trinamool.

As per latest reports, 
the Trinamool had won or 
was in the lead in over 80 
per cent of the lowest tier 
Gram Panchayat seats, and 
over 90 per cent of the mid-
dle level Panchayat Samiti 
seats. In the top tier, Zilla 
Parishad, the Trinamool 
almost wiped out the op-

position. According to the 
latest figures, Trinamool 
has won in 20 out of 825 
Zilla Parishad seats and is 
comfortably leading in an-
other 22, while the opposi-
tion parties drew a blank.

The state’s ruling par-
ty also has won or was 
ahead of its rivals in 570 
Panchayat Samiti seats. 
The Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) and the Left Front 
have won or were lead-
ing in 24 and seven seats, 
respectively. In the vote 
count for the Gram Pan-
chayat, the Trinamool has 
already won or was leading 
in 16,166 seats, leaving the 
BJP far behind at 4,020 and 
the LF at 1,142.

The BJP, however, gave 
a tough fight to the Tri-
namool in two western 
districts -- Purulia and 
Jhargram.

The Panchayat Samiti 
was, however, won by the 
ruling party strongman 
Arabul Islam who was ar-
rested a day before the 
election for his alleged in-

volvement in the murder 
of a local youth. The Trina-
mool Congress leadership 
refused to celebrate as a lot 
of counting still remained.

In Birbhum district, BJP 
and Trinamool Congress 
activists clashed with each 
other outside a counting 
station. The police had to 
resort to baton charge to 
disperse the mob.

According to the state 
administration, 12 peo-
ple lost their lives on the 
polling day among which 
death of six people were 
confirmed to be due to 
poll violence. However, 
opposition political parties 
claimed the death toll on 
the polling day had gone 
up to 21, while five more 
people died the next day.

Statistics reveal that of 
the total 58,692 seats in 
the three tiers of the rural 
local bodies, 20,076 seats, 
or 34.2 per cent, have been 
decided uncontested, with 
the Trinamool bagging a 
whopping proportion of 
these seats.

United Nations, May 17 (IANS): Del-
hi will become the world’s largest city 
in a decade, according to the UN.

“Tokyo remains the world’s larg-
est city in the world with 37 million 
inhabitants. Delhi, however, is pro-
jected surpass Tokyo as the world’s 
largest agglomeration around the 
year 2028,” John Wilmoth, the Di-
rector of Population Division of the 
UN Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs (UNDESA), said on 
Wednesday.

He was speaking at the release 
of the revisions to the World Ur-
banisation Prospects 2018 report. 
It said that after surging past Tokyo 
in 2028, the population of Delhi 
urban agglomeration would grow 
to 39 million by 2030 from 29 mil-
lion now.

Tokyo’s ageing population is pro-
jected to stay constant at the current 
level of 37 million, according to the 
data accompanying the report.

“It is interesting to note that 
around the same time India is ex-
pected surpass China as the country 
with the world’s total largest popula-
tion,” Wilmoth said.

According to an earlier UNDESA 

estimate, India’s population is ex-
pected to reach 1.438 billion in 2024, 
exceeding China’s 1.436 billion.

The urbanisation data projected 
that in 2030 the urban agglom-
eration of Mumbai will hold on to 
its rank as the sixth largest with a 
population of 25 million, up from 19 
million in 2015.

Kolkata will move down in 2030 
to the 16th place from 13th in 2015, 
even though its population would 
increase from 14 million to 18 mil-
lion.

Bengaluru, which ranked 29th in 
2015, will move up to the 21st spot as 
its population grows from 10 million 
to 16 million.

Other Indian cities do not figure 
in the list of the world’s 30 most 
populous cities.

Shanghai will continue to be 
the world’s third biggest urban area 
with a population of 33 million in 
2030 and Dhaka will be fourth with 
a population of 28 million, followed 
by Cairo with 26 million, according 
to the data.

India’s current rural population 
of 893 million is the largest in the 
world and is 59.1 per cent of India’s 

total population of 1.35 billion.
The year 2046 will mark an inflec-

tion point when more than half the 
Indian population will be urban. Its 
total population would cross 1.65 
billion in 2045.

“We have to see urbanisation as a 
positive thing,” Wilmoth said outlin-
ing its benefits.

It is easier to more efficiently and 
economically provide infrastructure 
and services like education and 
healthcare in urban settings where 
the population is concentrated 
compared to rural areas where it is 
scattered, he said.

Urbanisation minismises en-
vironmental impact of humans by 
concentrating its impact in certain 
areas and allowing the preservation 
of land elsewhere, he added.

But he said that rapid urbanisa-
tion has been occurring in develop-
ing countries which do not have the 
resources to deal with populations 
moving to cities resulting in slums 
and unplanned growth.

To counter these trends there 
has to be better management and 
good planning for urban growth, he 
added.

Panaji/Patna, May 17 
(IANS): The Congress in 
Goa and the RJD in Bi-
har on Thursday said they 
would ask the governors 
of their states to give them 
a chance to form the gov-
ernment the same way 
that BJP leader B.S. Yed-
dyurappa was sworn-in in 
Karnataka as the leader of 
the single largest party.

“If  the  Kar nataka 
Governor can invite the 
Bharatiya Janata Party, the 
single largest party, to form 
the government, why can’t 
the Goa Governor invite the 
Congress, the single largest 
party in Goa, to form the 
government here? Why two 
criteria for two states? Why 
double standards? Con-
gress state President Girish 
Chodankar told reporters.

Chodankar demanded 
that Governor Mridula 
Sinha should follow in the 
footsteps of her Karna-
taka counterpart Vajubhai 
Vala and invite the Con-
gress, which emerged as 
the single largest party 
in the Assembly after the 
2017 Assembly elections, 

to form the government in 
the coastal state.

“We request Her Excel-
lency to follow big brother 
Karnataka Governor and 
invite the Congress to form 
the Goa government to rec-
tify a wrong.”  The BJP won 
13 seats in the 2017 Assem-
bly elections, compared 
with 17 of the Congress. 

However, after swift po-
litical manoeuvering, the 
BJP staked claim to power 
with two regional parties 

and independent MLAs 
and formed a coalition 
government after getting 
the nod from Sinha.

RJD leader Tejashwi 
Yadav too wanted Bihar 
Governor Satyapal Malik to 
invite his party to form the 
government as the leader 
of the single largest party in 
the state Assembly.

“I will meet the Gover-
nor along with our MLAs 
on Friday as we are the sin-
gle largest party in Bihar,” 

Tejashwi Yadav, who is also 
the Opposition leader in 
the Bihar Assembly, said.

The Rashtriya Janata 
Dal (RJD) leader said that if 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
was invited by the Kar-
nataka Governor to form 
the government on the 
grounds that it was the 
single largest party, then 
the RJD also had the right 
to form the government.

“We will request the 
Bihar Governor to dismiss 
the state government and 
invite the RJD to form the 
government,” he said.

In Karnataka, BJP’s B.S. 
Yeddyurappa was sworn in 
as Chief MInister by Gov-
ernor Vala, despite protests 
from the Congress and 
Janata Dal-Secular, which 
formed a post-poll coali-
tion to bid for power.

The combine of the 
Congress and the JD-S 
too had staked its claim to 
forming a government by 
citing the support of 117 
MLAs. The majority mark 
in the Karnataka assembly 
is 112 seats. The BJP has 
104.

When asked whether 
the President promised 
any change, Issac told 
IANS: “The President did 
not promise anything. But 
he will definitely look into 
it.”

Delhi Finance Minister 
Manish Sisodia alleged that 
the ToR was made with the 
thought of “How to over-
shadow states” and “How 
to control the financial au-
tonomy of states”.

He also said that many 
aspects of the ToR “destabi-
lise the well-settled federal 
arrangement” of India.

The Finance Minis-
ters of the southern states 
of Kerala, Karnataka and 
Andhra Pradesh and Pu-
ducherry Chief Minister 
V. Narayanasamy had met 
on April 10 and decided to 
submit a joint memoran-
dum to the President.

Later they met in Ama-

ravati in Andhra Pradesh 
to work on the memoran-
dum.

“Centre asks 15th FC to 
use 2011 census data in-
stead of 1971 census used 
so far to determine devo-
lution of taxes. This will 
further affect the interests 
of the south. We need to 
resist,” the then Karnataka 
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah said in a tweet on 
March 23.
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Washington,  May 17 
(PTI): President Donald 
Trump today described 
as “animals” some illegal 
immigrants as he slammed 
the US’ “dumbest” immi-
gration laws and asserted 
that people based on merit 
should only enter America.

Venting out his frus-
tration at officials in both 
Mexico and California, 
Trump vowed to strengthen 
the US’ “weak” immigra-
tion laws.

“We have people com-
ing into the country, or try-
ing to come in - and we’re 
stopping a lot of  them - but 
we’re taking people out of  
the country. You wouldn’t 
believe how bad these peo-
ple are. These aren’t people. 
These are animals,” Trump 
said during a California 
Sanctuary State Round-
table at the White House.

“We are taking them 
out of  the country at a level 
and at a rate that’s never 
happened before. And be-
cause of  the weak laws, 
they come in fast, we get 
them, we release them, we 
get them again, we bring 

PTI

President Donald Trump speaks during a roundtable on immigration 
policy in California in the Cabinet Room of the White House, 
Wednesday, May 16, 2018, in Washington. 

AP/PTI

 Police gather at the resident of former Prime Minister Najob Razak, in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

AP/PTI

German Chancellor Angela Merkel, center, speaks with Serbia President Aleksander Vusic, right, Kosovo’s 
President Hashim Thaci, second left, and Bulgarian Prime Minister Boyko Borissov, left, during a group 
photo at an EU and Western Balkan heads of state summit at the National Palace of Culture in Sofia, 
Bulgaria, Thursday, May 17, 2018.

Leo Varadkar

them out. It’s crazy,” he 
said. Trump blamed the 
influx of  illegal immigrants 
in the US on the country’s 
“dumbest laws”.

He has called on Con-
gress repeatedly in recent 
months to enact stricter laws 
to limit the number of  im-
migrants who come across 
the US-Mexico border. 

“The dumbest laws - as 
I said before, the dumbest 

laws on immigration in the 
world. So we’re going to take 
care of  it, Margaret. We’ll 
get it done,” he said during 
the roundtable which was 
attended by political leaders 
and law enforcement offi-
cials from California.

Trump said California’s 
law forced the release of  il-
legal immigrant criminals, 
drug dealers, gang mem-
bers and violent predators 

into the communities.
“California’s law pro-

vides safe harbour to some 
of the most vicious and vio-
lent offenders on Earth, like 
MS-13 gang members put-
ting innocent men, women, 
and children at the mercy of  
these sadistic criminals.

“But we’re moving 
them out of  this country 
by the thousands. MS-13, 
we’re grabbing them by 
the thousands and we’re 
getting them out,” he said.

“Part of  the problem 
that we have is our econo-
my is so strong that people 
are pouring up to get into 
our economy. They want a 
piece of  our economy. And 
that makes the job even 
tougher,” he said.

“But we want people 
based on merit. We want 
people to come into our 
country based on merit. 
We’re not looking to keep 
them out. We’re looking 
to bring them in. We need 
them,” Trump said.

“We have companies 
moving back into the Unit-
ed States like never before. 
Chrysler is opening up now 

in Michigan. We have so 
many companies actually 
coming from Mexico, even, 
and coming back in. So 
we want people coming in 
based on merit,” he said.

Last month, Trump 
signed an executive order 
directing the deployment 
of  military along the US-
Mexico border to fight il-
legal immigration, assert-
ing that the situation had 
reached “a point of  crisis”.

The announcement had 
come a day after Trump 
said he intended to deploy 
the National Guard to the 
US-Mexico border until 
his administration was able 
to deliver on his campaign 
promise to build a wall to 
bolster security.

According to the White 
House, more than a thou-
sand people a day and more 
than 300,000 a year violate 
“our sovereignty” by il-
legally crossing the border.

Trump has made secur-
ing the southern border a 
focal point of  his presiden-
cy, with plans to beef  up 
border security and create 
a wall as key components.

Kuala Lumpur, May 17 
(IANS): Malaysian police 
conducted overnight raids 
on five properties linked to 
former Prime Minister Najib 
Razak following a corrup-
tion probe ordered by newly 
elected Prime Minister Ma-
hathir Mohamad.

The raids began late on 
Wednesday night after Na-
jib returned from evening 
prayers at a mosque and 
included two of  his family 
residences in Kuala Lumpur. 
The other locations were 
other condominiums in his 
name and his prime minis-
terial office, the New Strait 
Times reported.

The raids continued till 
Thursday morning.

Speaking to journalists 
outside Najib’s home at 
around 4 a.m., his lawyer 
Datuk Harpal Singh Gre-
wal said that there was no 
indication of  any impend-
ing arrests, the Straits Times 
reported. 

“No documents were 
taken, nothing of note, only 

personal possessions includ-
ing bags. We believe that 
the police will take out two 
to three boxes of  items,” 
he said. 

Following the searches, 
Najib accused police of ha-
rassment and disturbance. 
He also complained about 
the timing, saying the opera-
tion on the eve of the holy 
month of Ramadan denied 
his family’s right to properly 
conduct their religious obli-
gations.

However, Mahathir de-
scribed the search as “police 
SOP (standard operation 
procedure)”, saying they had 
good reasons to do so.

Najib, who is barred 
from leaving the country, 
is being investigated by the 
new government of  Ma-
hathir, his former mentor 
turned nemesis, over a multi-
billion dollar graft scandal 
at the state-owned invest-
ment fund, 1Malaysia De-
velopment Berhad (1MDB), 
which he founded. 

The fund is being investi-

gated by the authorities of at 
least six countries, including 
the US Justice Department, 
which alleges that billions 
were laundered through lay-
ers of foreign bank accounts 
to finance Hollywood films 
and luxury goods including 
jewellery and a yacht. 

Jeff  Sessions, the US 
Attorney-General, described 
the scandal as “kleptocracy 
at its worst” and some of the 
missing money was alleged 
to have ended up in Najib’s 
personal bank account. 

The former Prime Min-
ister has denied any wrong-
doing and said the money 
was a donation from the 
Saudi royal family, which he 
had since returned.

However, accusations 
from the opposition that 
the scandal had black-
ened Malaysia’s reputa-
tion abroad dogged Najib’s 
election campaign and con-
tributed to the downfall of  
his governing coalition, 
which had held power for 
six decades.

Sofia, May 17 (PTI/AFP): 
German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel said today that EU 
countries agreed the Iran 
nuclear deal was “not per-
fect” but insisted it should 
be preserved, after the US 
withdrawal threw the accord 
into doubt.

EU leaders meeting in 
Sofia have backed a “united” 
approach to keeping the 
deal alive after US President 
Donald Trump pulled out 
and reimposed sanctions, 
complaining the accord did 
nothing to stop Iran’s bal-
listic missile programme or 
interference in Middle East 
conflicts.

“Everyone in the Euro-
pean Union shares the view 
that the agreement is not per-
fect, but that we should re-
main in this agreement and 
conduct further negotiations 
with Iran on the basis of  
other issues such as the bal-
listic missile programme,” 
Merkel said as she arrived 
for the summit.

Dublin, May 17 (IANS): 
Ireland’s Indian-origin 
Prime Minister Leo Varad-
kar on Thursday raised the 
prospect of Britain crashing 
out of  the EU without a 
deal if  the UK government 
infighting continues over the 
next few weeks.

With the Brexit nego-
tiations stalling and Brit-
ish Prime Minister Theresa 
May failing to offer any fur-
ther solutions to avoid a hard 
border between Northern 
Ireland and the republic, 
Varadkar’s comments came 
before his meeting with the 
UK leader at an EU sum-
mit in the Bulgarian capital 
Sofia.

Varadkar said that June’s 
European council summit 
would be a key moment for 
the talks despite attempts by 
the Brexit secretary David 
Davis and others in the UK 
government to play down 
suggestions of a “deadline”, 
the Guardian reported.

Varadkar said the EU 
and Dublin had “yet to see 
anything that remotely ap-
proaches” a way out of the 
current impasse.

The UK government 
had vowed to find an ar-
rangement that will avoid 

Islamabad, May 17 (IANS): 
Taking a jibe at former Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif, Paki-
stan Tehreek-i-Insaf  (PTI) 
chairman Imran Khan 
has said that he “appreci-
ates” the PML-N leader for 
“campaigning” for the PTI 
through his “love fest” with 
Indian Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi.

“Much as I appreciate 
Nawaz campaigning for the 
PTI through his now-obvious 
love fest with Modi to save 
his corruption and business 
interests, I am alarmed that at 
the rate he is speaking Modi’s 
language... the PTI may not 
be able to take in the massive 

exodus from the PML-N,” 
Khan tweeted.

Sharif  is facing flak in 
Pakistan following his con-
troversial statement on the 
Mumbai attack in which he 
admitted that Pakistani ter-
rorists were behind the 2008 
carnage in which 166 Indians 
and foreigners were killed.

His statement was unani-
mously rejected by Pakistan’s 
top civil-military body which 
termed it “incorrect and mis-
leading”.

 However, Prime Minis-
ter Shahid Khaqan Abbasi 
later put a spin on the state-
ment, saying that Sharif was 
misquoted in the media.

Seoul, May 17 (IANS): South Korea on 
Thursday urged North Korea to fulfil the 
agreements reached during the inter-Korean 
summit and to resume talks a day after Pyong-
yang cancelled a high-level meeting with 
Seoul and said it was reconsidering its partici-
pation in the upcoming summit with the US.

The message was issued by the stand-
ing committee of South Korea’s National 
Security Council (NSC) after North Korea 
cancelled Wednesday’s talks for implement-
ing the Panmunjom Declaration signed on 
April 27 between its leader Kim Jong-un and 
South Korean President Moon Jae-in, Efe 
news reported.

“While reaffirming their stance that the 
declaration... must be carried out without 
any disruption, the members agreed to 
continue consulting with the North side to 

hold the high-level talks at an early date,” the 
committee said in a statement. In the declara-
tion, the two Koreas had agreed to work for 
establishing peace and denuclearizing the 
Korean peninsula. The council, headed by 
top security advisor Chung Eui-yong, also 
backed the summit between Kim and the 
US President Donald Trump, on June 12 in 
Singapore, although Pyongyang’s statements 
on Wednesday raised doubts about its future.

The NSC said it would boost cooperation 
between Seoul, Washington and Pyongyang 
to make the summit a success “under the 
spirit of mutual respect”. North Korea had 
announced that it was reconsidering its par-
ticipation in the summit, alleging that the US 
wanted to pressurize it to accept a complete 
unilateral nuclear disarmament, a condition 
which it termed unacceptable.

Jerusalem, May 17 (PTI/
AFP): Israel said today it 
launched an overnight air 
raid on a Hamas facility in 
Gaza after gunfire from the 
territory targeted its soldiers 
and damaged a building.

“The Israeli army struck 
targets belonging to Hamas 
in the northern Gaza Strip, 
including terrorist infrastruc-
ture and weapons-making 
facilities,” the military said in 
a statement.

Palestinian security 
sources confirmed the target 
was a Hamas base, saying 
there were no immediate 
reports of injuries. Yesterday, 
Israeli tanks fired at three 
Hamas positions after shots 
from Gaza were fired at Is-
raeli soldiers and bullets from 
a heavy machinegun hit a 
house in the town of Sderot.

The exchanges of  fire 
came after weeks of  mass 
protests and clashes on the 
Gaza border, which peaked 
on Monday when some 60 
Palestinians were killed by 
Israeli forces.

Cairo, May 17 (PTI/AFP): 
Arab League chief Ahmed 
Abul Gheit today called for 
an international probe into 
alleged “crimes” commit-
ted by Israeli forces against 
Palestinians during deadly 
violence along the Gaza bor-
der this week.

Palestinians in the Gaza 
Strip have been protesting 
for seven weeks to be able 
to return to their historic 
homes they fled in 1948 and 
which later became part of  
Israel.

Israeli forces killed 60 
Palestinians on Monday 
when tens of thousands of  
Palestinians had gathered 
near the border, while smaller 
numbers approached the 
fence and sought to break 
through.

The violence happened 
on the same day that the 
United States opened its Is-
rael embassy in Jerusalem. 
Another two Palestinians 
were killed on Tuesday.

Karachi, May 17 (PTI): 
Terror group Lashkar-e-
Jhangvi’s Balochistan chief, 
who was involved in the 
killings of  over 100 mem-
bers of  the Hazara Shia 
community as well as police 
personnel, was killed along 
with two would-be suicide 
bombers today during a raid 
in southwest Pakistan, the 
military said.

Col Sohail Abid of Mili-
tary Intelligence was also 
killed in the encounter that 
left four other soldiers in-
jured, two of whom are said 
to be in critical condition, 
said a statement issued by 
the ISPR, Pakistan Army’s 
media wing.

The security forces car-
ried an intelligence based 
operation in the Killi Almas 
village on the outskirts of  
Quetta, capital of the trou-
bled Balochistan province, 
after receiving information 
that suicide bombers and 
terrorists were hiding in the 
restive region, the statement 
said.

“During operation three 

terrorists including 2 suicide 
bombers and a high value 
target Salman Badeni, LeJ 
head of  Balochistan, were 
killed,” it said.

Security forces killed the 
LeJ chief involved in killings 
of over 100 innocent mem-
bers of Hazara Shia commu-
nity and police, it said.

During intense ex-
change of fire, Colonel So-
hail was killed while four 
soldiers got injured, the 
statement said.

LeJ was founded in 
1996 as a militant offshoot 
of Sipah-i-Sahaba, a Sunni 
sectarian group that emerged 
in the mid-1980s. LeJ has 
claimed responsibility for the 
deaths of hundreds of civil-
ians, mostly minority Shia 
Muslims.

The group has its roots 
in the Punjab province and 
has a history of carrying out 
sectarian attacks in Baloch-
istan, particularly against the 
Hazara Shias.

Two LeJ militants were 
arrested for killing Amjad 
Sabri, one of  Pakistan’s 

finest Sufi Qawwals, in a 
sectarian attack, in Sindh 
in 2016.

LeJ’s chief  Asif  Cho-
tu, who was on Pakistan’s 
most wanted terrorist list 
and carried a bounty of INR 
3,000,000 on his head, was 
killed along with his three 
associates near Lahore in 
January last year.

The killing of Asif Cho-
tu alias Rizwan alias Nasir 
came 18 months after police 
executed his predecessor and 
the then LeJ Ameer Malik 
Ishaq in an encounter in July 
2015. 

LeJ was believed to be 
behind the terrorist attack 
on a police training centre 
in Quetta in October 2016 
in which 61 people, mostly 
police cadets, and two army-
men, were killed. 

In March 2009, a bus car-
rying the Sri Lankan cricket 
team was attacked by the 
Taliban and LeJ militants 
in Lahore. Seven Lankan 
players had sustained injuries 
while six policemen were 
killed in the attack.

French President Em-
manuel Macron said the 
bloc was working to keep 
the existing agreement alive 
“so that our businesses can 

remain” in Iran.
This effort would run 

alongside work to “pur-
sue negotiations on a vital 
broader agreement,” Ma-

cron said.
“The 2015 agreement 

needs to be completed by a 
nuclear agreement beyond 
2025, an agreement on bal-

listic activities and (Iran’s) 
regional presence,” Macron 
said.

Tehran has warned it 
is prepared to resume “in-
dustrial-scale” uranium 
enrichment “without any 
restrictions” unless Europe 
can provide solid guaran-
tees that it can maintain the 
economic benefits it gained 
from the nuclear agreement 
despite Washington reim-
posing sanctions.

EU experts have begun 
work drawing up measures 
to shield the deal from US 
sanctions, focusing on nine 
key issues including en-
suring Iran can sell its oil 
and gas products and have 
access to international fi-
nance.

But given the global 
reach of  US government 
sanctions it is not clear how 
effective these measures can 
be, or whether the EU will 
try to leverage them as a 
bargaining chip with Wash-
ington.

Washington, May 17 (PTI): 
US President Donald Trump 
has reacted cautiously to 
North Korea’s threat to can-
cel a planned summit with 
Kim Jong-Un next month, 
saying “we’ll have to see.” 
after Pyongyang publicly 
voiced its concern over being 
pushed “into a corner” on 
nuclear disarmament.

North Korea yester-
day threatened to abandon 
planned talks between Kim 
and Trump if  Washington 
insists on pushing it “into a 
corner” on nuclear disarma-
ment. Trump said the US 
has not been notified about 
Pyongyang’s threat to can-
cel his historic summit with 
North Korean leader Kim on 
June 12 in Singapore.

“No decision. We haven’t 
been notified at all (about the 
threat). We’ll have to see,” 
Trump told reporters yester-
day as he welcomed the Pres-
ident of Uzbekistan Shavkat 
Miromonovich Mirziyoyev 
to the White House.

“We haven’t seen any-
thing. We haven’t heard any-

thing. We will see what hap-
pens, whatever is,” he said. 

Asked if Kim is bluffing, 
he replied, “We’ll see what 
happens.”  When asked if he 
will still insist on the denucle-
arisation of the Korean Pen-
insula, Trump said, “Yes”.

A statement published by 
the state-run Korea Central 
News Agency said North 
Korea would never accept 
economic assistance from the 
US in exchange for unilater-
ally abandoning its nuclear 
programme.

Pyongyang’s nuclear 
weapons programme has 
seen tensions on the Korean 
Peninsula reach ratchet up 
in recent months, prompting 
fresh rounds of sanctions and 
fiery rhetoric from Trump 
and Kim.

At their planned summit 
in Singapore, the two leaders 
are expected to discuss ways 
to improve US-North Korea 
relations as well as the de-
nuclearisation of the Korean 
Peninsula.

Meanwhi le,  White 
House Press Secretary Sarah 

Sanders said Trump was pre-
pared to walk away from the 
talks. “This is something that 
we fully expected. The Presi-
dent is very used to and ready 
for tough negotiations, and if  
they want to meet, we’ll be 
ready, and if they don’t, that’s 
OK, too,” she was quoted as 
saying by CNN.

Asked whether the goal-
posts had been moved for 
the talks, she said only that 
the parameters were still be-
ing discussed. “These are 
ongoing conversations,” she 
said. “Beyond that I don’t 
have a lot to say, other than 
what we’ve already laid out 
what our priorities are when 
it comes to these conversa-
tions and that we’re going to 
be prepared if it takes place.” 

Reacting to the reports 
from Pyongyang, the White 
House earlier said it was “still 
hopeful” the summit will pro-
ceed despite North Korea’s 
threat to cancel it.

The State Department 
also said it was going ahead 
with preparations for the 
summit as planned earlier.

the need for border checks 
between the Republic of Ire-
land and Northern Ireland 
and to table a “backstop” 
solution involving regulatory 
alignment with the EU.

Varadkar said: “We need 
to have that backstop be-
cause that gives us the as-
surance that there will be no 
hard border on our island. 
So we stand by our position 
that there can be no with-
drawal agreement without 
that backstop.

“If the UK wants to put 
forward alternatives … we’re 
willing to examine that. But 
we need to see it written 
down in black and white and 

know that its workable and 
legally operable. And we’ve 
yet to see anything that re-
motely approaches that.”

EU leaders are due to 
meet on June 29, after which 
it is hoped in London that 
Brussels will start drafting 
a political declaration on a 
future trade deal. 

Earlier this week, the 
British government prom-
ised to produce a 100-page 
white paper on the future 
trading relationship. 

But the paper could be 
largely ignored at the sum-
mit unless the Irish question 
was solved to the satisfaction 
of Dublin and Brussels.
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Amitabh Bachchan most engaging Indian actor on Facebook
Megastar Amitabh Bachchan has been voted the most engaging Indian actor on 
Facebook in a new survey. According to Score Trends, the 75-year-old actor has over 
30 million followers on the popular social networking site. The survey announced 
Bachchan as the numero uno actor with 100 points on Facebook, closely followed by 
Salman Khan with 95 and Shah Rukh Khan with 68 points. “Padmaavat” star Ranveer 
Singh ranks fourth with 52 points and Akshay Kumar is fifth with 49 points “What 
worked in Mr Bachchan’s favour was his soaring popularity on Facebook on which the 
actor has 100 per cent engagement on his posts and official page and that is a huge for 
any Indian celebrity,” Ashwani Kaul, co-founder of Score Trends, said in a statement.
Bachchan, who had earlier threatened to quit Twitter accusing the microblogging site 
of reducing the number of his followers, retweeted the survey’s findings. The actor has 
over 34.4 millions followers on Twitter. (PTI)

Aosunep Jamir releases new single 

‘Deadpool 2’: Absurd, Funny and Completely Crazy

S
inger/songwriter 
Aosunep Jamir 
has released his 
single ‘Good old 
times.’

A government servant 
by profession based in 
Kohima , ‘good old times’ 
is said to be his first musi-
cal endeavour since the 
success of his last album 
“Born Free”.

An update issued on 
May 17 mentioned that 
Aosunep who is also a 

former Naga Idol run-
ners up with a rock music 
background whilst his 
new song is a modern 
country genre composed 
to resonate particularly 
with the matured music 
listener. 

His song ‘good old 
times’ is said to have been 
inspired by the spirit of 
Christmas which bonds 
and unites relatives and 
families to spend qual-
ity time together despite 

of all the stress and hard 
times one faces through-
out the year. 

The song encourages 
to recollect those fond 
memories during our dif-
ficult times which gives 
us strength and reminds 
us that our love ones are 
behind us both during 
good and bad times. His 
video is said to be avail-
able for download on 
YouTube. 

EMN

Administrative officers of the Nagaland Civil Service are doing some-
thing different besides governance — music. They are venturing into 
music making with a band of their own. It’s been a while though. They 
have formed the ‘Nagaland Civil Service (NCS) band’ in July 2017 
with seven members who shared the same passion for music and the 
enthusiasm to encourage fellow officers who have a taste for music 
either as devout appreciators or passionate players.

The band was formed to ‘appreciate the musical talents of the gov-
ernment officers’ as the explanation goes. Another hope is that music 
would come to strengthen the bonds of Nagaland Civil Services Asso-
ciation members.

As the members of NCS say “music never dies,” the band will con-
tinue to stay and play music. 

Read on to know more about the Nagaland Civil Service band.

EASTERN MIRROR: What led to 
the formation of the Nagaland 
Civil Service (NCS) band? What 
inspired you to make music 
together?

Nagaland Civil Service (NCS): 
Back in 2010, the then Nagaland 
Civil Services Association (NCSA) 
office bearers came up with the idea 
to form a group of NCS officers who 
will be interested to represent the 
Association and perform during the 
Hornbill Rock Festival. 

Even though the band has started play-
ing since 2010 but it was only on July 15, 
2017 that the band was formally launched 
at Kohima. It was formed to appreciate 
the musical talents of the NCS officers 
while strengthening the bond amongst the 
NCSA. 

Passion for music, encouragement 
for the fellow officers who are musically 
talented and inspiration for the youngsters 
brought us together to make music.

EASTERN MIRROR: For the record, could 
you guys introduce us the role you play 
in NCS?

NCS: Anthony Ngully, (Joint Secretary) 

on Bass & Backing Vocals, 
Henok Buchem, (Deputy Secretary) on 

Vocals and rhythm Guitar,
Andrew Imti, (Under Secretary) on 

Lead Guitar, 
Tsutsowe Kupa, (EAC) on Drums,
Alun Hangsing, (Addl. Secretary) on 

Lead Guitars and Vocals, 
Kevin Zehol, (Addl. Secretary & Addl. 

Director ATI) on Vocals & rhythm guitars, 
Linda Solo, (Joint Secretary) Vocals and 

guitars. 

EASTERN MIRROR:  There must be a 
reason why you promote your group as 
‘NCS band.’ What made you come up 
with the civil services as part of your 
band’s identity?  

NCS: It was the NCSA that gave us the 

opportunity to perform in the name of the 
association to show brotherhood & cama-
raderie and inspire the youngsters. NCS 
officers are gifted and talented in so many 
ways and music is just one of them and oc-
casionally, we wish to encourage our fellow 
officers and the youngsters through music.

EASTERN MIRROR: What is the primary 
genre influence of the music you pursue 
or make and who are your major influ-
ence?

NCS: We love to listen and play 
all genre of music, some of the major 
influences stretching from the music of 
70s till date and the bands of influence 
are the Eagles, CCR, Mr.Big, Metallica, 
Rainbow, Queen, Iron Maiden, Beatles, 
Guns & Roses, Ed Sheeran, Dan Seals to 

name a few. 

EASTERN MIRROR: Is the NCS a 
government’s leisure franchise like 
the DGP Jazz band— which is part of 
the Nagaland Armed Police’s estab-
lishment.

NCS: No, We are fore mostly and 
primarily civil servants recruited and 
trained as administrative officers. 
Coming together as a band is inciden-
tal to our profession because of our 

passion for music, wherein we perform 
as leisure, and not as a professional band. 
We do perform in events/ programmes on 
invitation whenever we manage.

EASTERN MIRROR: How do you balance 
music-making with other professional 
commitments? 

NCS: Work commitments come first 
no matter what. Music making is on free 
time zone and to relax from hectic work 
schedule.

EASTERN MIRROR: So, tell us the one 
thing that we don’t know about the NCS 
band.

NCS: All ages and all married. Some of 

the band members have played with other 
bands in and outside the state.
EASTERN MIRROR: What is your 
opinion about the current generation 
of musicians in Nagaland? Do you think 
singing competitions are providing 
better platforms and opportunities to 
aspiring artists? 

NCS: There is a generational shift from 
singing cover songs to original songs while 
competitions have provided platforms to 
aspiring young musicians to broaden the 
scope of venturing up in grabbing better 
opportunities.

EASTERN MIRROR:  When and where 
was the NCS band’s first performance 
and what favourite memories do you 
have from that performance?  

NCS: 2010 Hornbill Rock festival, it 
was a great feeling to perform in a mega 
show.

EASTERN MIRROR: What’s the ultimate 
direction for the band?

NCS: The Band is here to stay even 
if the members come and go. We will 
continue to play music and inspire the 
youngsters. Music never dies.

F
ilm: “Deadpool 2”; 
Director: David Leitch; 
Cast: Ryan Reynolds, 
Josh Brolin, Morena 
Baccarin, Zazie Beetz, 

Julian Dennison, Karan Soni, T.J. 
Miller, Stefan Kapicic, Brianna 
Hildebrand, Eddie Marsan 

Like its previous edition 
which released in 2016, “Dead-
pool 2”, too will elicit bipolar 
reactions. For, the story is absurd, 
funny and completely crazy. The 
great counterpoint in the film by 
far, is the complete abstinence 
from the development of the 
character as a protagonist. If 
you’ve liked the character so far, 
this new version will not disap-
point you.

Also a little knowledge of 
the history in the Marvel Comic 
Universe will enhance the film’s 
effectiveness for you. One tends 
to laughs more fully at the jokes 
when the underlying references 
are made.

“Deadpool 2” isn’t as bril-
liant and cutting as any other 
Superhero films based on Marvel 
Comic characters, but it is a 
recognition despite its bizarre 
flavour.

The film takes off from its 
previous edition which was an 
origin film. Now, after a failed as-
sassination of the head of a New 
York drug cartel, Wade Wilson 
aka Deadpool (Ryan Reynolds) 
returns home to his girlfriend Va-

neesa Carlysle (Morena Baccarin) 
to celebrate their anniversary. 
The two decide to start a family 
but unfortunately his house gets 
raided by the drug lord’s goons 
and Vanessa is killed. Wilson 
chases the criminals through the 
streets and engages on the road 
till a truck hits the drug lord and 
kills him.

Then, disappointed with life 
Wilson decides to commit suicide 
but illusions of his ex-girlfriend 
leave him confused. It is only 
after he goes to live with Colossus 
(Stefan Kapicic) and Negasonic 
Teenage Warhead (Brianna Hilde-
brand) at the X-Men Mansion, 
that he finds a new motivation to 
do something for the world.

The task is to sober the young 
mutant Russell (Julian Den-
nison), who is struggling with 
problems of anger and he thereby 
seeks a meaning to his existence. 
In the middle of their association 
steps in the time traveler mutant 
Cable (Josh Brolin), who comes 
with reasons to assassinate Rus-
sell.

How Deadpool organises a 
team of mutants to fight Cable 
and save Russell, forms the re-
maining crux of the tale.

Deadpool with his charis-
matic irreverence was created to 
fit Ryan Reynolds, who repeats 
as Wade Wilson. He makes his 
character acceptable and funny. 
Josh Brolin as the villain Cable, is 

charismatic and he manages to 
convey the canvas of the char-
acter.

The best new figure is, un-
doubtedly, Domino embodied 
by Zazie Beetz, who fits perfectly 
in this world. Actors like Morena 
Baccarin and T.J.Miller return to 
continue with their roles. They 
are as passable as Bill Skarsgard, 
Terry Crews and Eddie Marsan.

After a brilliant opening 
credit, which keeps up with the 
counterpart of its predeces-
sor, an absolutely chaotic film 
is developed, in a good way. Of 
course, you don’t expect a clearly 
structured work in this series. But 
somewhere between gratuitous 
violence, the breaking of the 
fourth wall, action and emotional 
drama, there is a certain value-
additions within irreverence and 
comedy.

What remains are some 

incredibly original ideas, which 
probably provide the biggest 
laughs of the year. Between the 
billing with other superhero 
movies and some extremely self-
ironic jokes, the film is mounted 
astutely. However, the film could 
be annoying for an audience 
not conversant with the latest 
superhero films as the jokes and 
innuendoes would be lost.

Overall, despite a weak script, 
there is action aplenty through-
out the film, but that doesn’t bog 
down the viewing experience 
like many overcooked comic-
book sequels. Also, the pendu-
lum of the narrative swings from 
bloody mayhem to lewd comedy 
and back seamlessly and there 
are moments too where the film 
turns mushy. It is also advisable 
not to leave the theatre at the 
beginning of the final credits.

IANS

Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern 
Mirror’s - Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as 
they share their  experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all 
connect to so Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

Little did we know

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

Deadpool 2 (Eng) 2D: 11 am, 2 pm, 5 pm and 8 pm

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule
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Artist’s depiction of the WMAP satellite gathering data to help scientists understand the Big Bang.  
(wikipedia)

File photo of Kaspersky Virus Lab. (wikipedia)

Ozone-destroying chemical 
emissions on rise despite ban

First stars that formed 
after Big Bang identified

NASA should extend 
ISS life until at least 
2028 — US Senators

Darjeeling tea faces climate risk 

Russia-based Kaspersky Lab to transfer 
customers’ data to Zurich by 2019

Tiny NASA satellite maps global ice clouds

Washington, May 17 (IANS): Emissions of 
one of the chemicals that can cause hole in 
the ozone layer are on the rise, despite an in-
ternational treaty that required an end to its 
production in 2010, a new study says.

What is even more troubling is that 
scientists are not sure at present why 
emissions of this gas are increasing. 

This gas, Trichlorofluoromethane, 
or CFC-11, is a member of the fam-
ily of chemicals most responsible 
for the giant hole in the ozone layer 
that forms over Antarctica each Sep-
tember. 

Once widely used as a foaming 
agent, production of CFC-11 was 
phased out by the Montreal Protocol 
in 2010.

The new study, published in the 
journal Nature, documents an unexpected 
increase in emissions of this gas, likely from 
new, unreported production.

“We’re raising a flag to the global com-
munity to say, ‘This is what’s going on, and it 
is taking us away from timely recovery from 
ozone depletion,’” said lead author of the pa-
per Stephen Montzka, a scientist at National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) in the US. 

“Further work is needed to figure out ex-
actly why emissions of CFC-11 are increasing 
and if something can be done about it soon,” 
Montzka said. 

For the study, scientists at NOAA and Coop-
erative Institute for Research in Environmental 
Sciences at University of Colorado, Boulder, in 
the US made precise measurements of global 
atmospheric concentrations of CFC-11.

The results showed that CFC-11 concen-
trations declined at an accelerating rate 

prior to 2002 as expected. 
Then, surprisingly, the rate of decline 

hardly changed over the decade that fol-
lowed. Even more unexpected was that 
the rate of decline slowed by 50 percent 
after 2012. 

After considering a number of pos-
sible causes, Montzka and his colleagues 
concluded that CFC emissions must have 

increased after 2012. 
This conclusion was confirmed by 

other changes recorded in NOAA’s mea-
surements during the same period, such 

as a widening difference between CFC-11 
concentrations in the northern and southern 
hemispheres -- evidence that the new source 
was somewhere north of the equator.

Measurements from Hawaii indicate the 
sources of the increasing emissions are likely 
in eastern Asia, the study said.

More work will be needed to narrow down the 
locations of these new emissions, Montzka said.

London, May 17 (IANS): 
Japanese scientists have 
identified some of the first 
stars to form in the Uni-
verse just 250 million years 
after the Big Bang, accord-
ing to a study published in 
Nature magazine.

Using the giant ALMA 
telescope in Chile, re-
searchers were able to ob-
serve the distant galaxy 
MACS1149-JD1 when it 
was just 550 million years 
old, a time when it con-
tained stars that were 
about 300 million years 
old, the study published 
on Wednesday said.

The galaxy’s “red shift,” 
a measurement technique 
that shows the distance to, 
and the age of astronomi-
cal objects, which was de-
termined to be 9.1096, the 

largest value ever detected 
to date using spectral line 
analysis, Efe news report-
ed.

The Japanese research-
ers arrived at that red shift 
measurement using the 
spectral lines of ionized 
oxygen insted of using ion-
ized carbon, as is normally 
done in examining distant 
objects.

The results demon-
strate the usefulness of 
ALMA as a tool for mea-
suring the red shift of 
distant galaxies, Rychard 
Bouwens, an astrophysi-
cist at Leiden University, 
said in another article in 
Nature.

The work of Takuya 
Hashimoto and his group 
at Osaka Sangyo Univer-
sity sheds light on the for-

mation of the first stars 
and suggests that future 
telescopes - such as the 
James Webb Space Tele-
scope, which will replace 
the Hubble ‘scope in orbit 
starting in 2020 - could 
find new evidence on the 
formation of first-genera-
tion stars, Bouwens said.

Scientists believe that 
the Universe’s first stars 
formed in regions of very 
dense matter, although 
understanding of that pro-
cess is still limited.

Bouwens emphasised 
that it was still not clear 
whether the stellar activity 
detected in MACS1149-
JD1 occurred in other re-
gions in the early Universe, 
but he added that the dis-
covery would spur similar 
studies of other galaxies.

Representational image.

Two astronauts complete six-hour spacewalk

Washington, May 17 
(IANS): Two flight en-
gineers of the US space 
agency NASA completed 
the fifth spacewalk of this 
year out of the Interna-

tional Space Station on 
Wednesday.

Drew Feustel and Ricky 
Arnold wrapped up their 
spacewalk at 2:10 p.m. 
American Eastern Time, 

lasting about six hours 
and 31 minutes, Xinhua 
quoted NASA as saying.

The two astronauts 
moved the Pump Flow 
Control Subassembly 
(PFCS) from a spare parts 
platform on the station’s 
truss to the Dextre robotic 
arm. 

The PFCS is designed 
to drive and control the 
flow of ammonia through 
the exterior portions of the 
station’s cooling system.

The duo then removed 
and replaced a camera 
group and a degraded 
Space to Ground Trans-
mitter Receiver Controller.

Spacewalkers have 
spent a total of 54 days, 
16 hours and 40 minutes 
working outside the sta-
tion in support of assem-
bly and maintenance of 
the orbiting laboratory, 
according to NASA.

Washington, May 17 
(IANS): NASA should ex-
tend the life of the Interna-
tional Space Station (ISS) 
until at least 2028, two US 
Senators said in a hearing 
to examine the future of 
the orbiting laboratory.

Senator Ted Cruz of 
Texas who is the Chairman 
of the Subcommittee on 
Space, Science, and Com-
petitiveness convened the 
hearing on Wednesday, 
which was the first in a 
series of two hearings to 
examine the role of the 
space station.

In its 2019 budget re-
quest, the Donald Trump 
administration proposed 
ending direct government 
funding for the ISS by 
2025, Florida Today, part 
of the USA Today network, 
reported on Wednesday. 

“We’ve got this plat-
form up there (worth) 
north of $100 billion, and 
it’s there,” Senator Bill Nel-
son of Florida, ranking 
member on the Subcom-
mittee on Space, Science 
and Competitiveness, was 
quoted as saying.

“Abandoning this in-
credible orbiting labora-
tory where they are doing 
research, when we are on 
the cusp of a new era of 
space exploration, would 
be irresponsible at best 

and probably disastrous,” 
Nelson added. 

The NASA Transition 
Authorization Act of 2017 
directed NASA to develop 
a plan to transition ISS 
from the current regime 
that relies heavily on NASA 
sponsorship to a regime 
where NASA could be 
one of many customers 
of a low-Earth orbit (LEO) 
non-governmental human 
space flight enterprise. 

The aim was to save 
money so that more re-
sources could invested 
into deep space explo-
ration of the Moon and 
eventually Mars.

The space agency’s 
internal watchdog on 
Wednesday, however, said 
that private companies 
are unlikely to take on the 
more than $1 billion an-
nual cost to run the Inter-
national Space Station by 
2025 as NASA hopes.

The report from NASA 
Inspector General pro-
vided a closing argument 
against the Trump ad-
ministration’s proposal 
to privatise or abandon 
the orbiting laboratory so 
soon, the US senators said, 
according to the Florida 
Today report.

“The defence rests,” 
quipped Senator Cruz of 
Texas.

Darjeeling, May 17 (India 
Science Wire): Gradual 
change in temperature and 
rainfall patterns in Darjeel-
ing hills is beginning to 
affect production of the 
famous Darjeeling tea.

The maximum tem-
perature in Kurseong has 
risen by 0.51 degree over 
the last 20 years while total 
annual rainfall dropped 
by 56 mm and relative 
humidity by 16.07 %, lead-
ing to a decline in overall 
production of Darjeeling 
tea in terms of green leaf 
production per hectare.

This has emerged from 
studies conducted at the 
experimental farms of the 
Darjeeling Tea Research 
and Development Centre 
(DTR&DC) at Kurseong 
to see the effect of climate 
change on production of tea.

The West Bengal State 
Climate Action Plan has 
also expressed concern 
over “reduced productiv-
ity of Darjeeling tea due 
to increase in extended 
drought periods.” In other 
hill regions in the state, 
the plan has reported a 
decline in size and quality 
of citrus fruits like man-
darin orange as a result of 
rising minimum tempera-
ture during the flowering 
season.

Tea is a rain fed crop that 
needs specific soil and air 
temperature as well as mois-
ture condition for desired 
growth. Both increased tem-

Moscow, May 17 (IANS): After facing a 
US ban, Russia-based Kaspersky Lab on 
Thursday announced to move its core 
customer data storage and processing 
processes for most regions to Zurich, 
Switzerland, by 2019 -- at a time when 
the European Union (EU) gets ready to 
introduce a new data privacy law.

The transfer of core processes, in-
cluding software assembly and threat 
detection updates, will be supervised by 
an independent third party, also based 
in Switzerland, Kaspersky said in a state-
ment. 

“By the end of 2019, Kaspersky Lab will 
have established a data centre in Zurich 
and in this facility will store and process 
all information for users in Europe, North 
America, Singapore, Australia, Japan and 
South Korea, with more countries to fol-
low,” the cyber-security firm said. 

This information is shared voluntarily 
by users with the Kaspersky Security Net-
work (KSN) an advanced, cloud-based 
system that automatically processes 
cyberthreat-related data.

The announcement is part of the 
company’s “Global Transparency Initia-
tive” announced in October 2017.

“Trust is essential in cybersecurity, 
and Kaspersky Lab understands that 
trust is not a given; it must be repeat-
edly earned through transparency and 
accountability,” the firm said.

Kaspersky Lab will relocate to Zurich 
its ‘software build conveyer’ -- a set of pro-
gramming tools used to assemble ready 
to use software out of source code. 

Before the end of 2018, Kaspersky 

Lab products and threat detection rule 
databases (AV databases) will start to 
be assembled and signed with a digital 
signature in Switzerland, before being 
distributed to the endpoints of customers 
worldwide. 

“The relocation will ensure that all 
newly assembled software can be veri-
fied by an independent organisation, 
and show that software builds and up-
dates received by customers match the 
source code provided for audit,” said the 
company.

Kaspersky Lab has sued the US De-
partment of Homeland Security (DHS) 
over its decision to ban the Kaspersky 
products in federal agencies over data 
security.

The DHS was concerned about ties 
between Kaspersky Lab officials and the 
Russian intelligence services, directing 
federal departments and agencies to re-
move Kaspersky Lab products from their 
information systems.

Kaspersky Lab later denied that it has 
ties to the Kremlin and filed an appeal in 
a federal court under the Administrative 
Procedure Act to enforce its constitutional 
due process rights.

Twitter recently banned Kaspersky 
Lab from advertising on its platform, 
stating that the company “operates using 
a business model that inherently conflicts 
with acceptable Twitter Ads business 
practices.”

The EU is all set to introduce the Gen-
eral Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 
on May 25 to harmonise data privacy 
laws.

Washington, May 16 
(IANS): A bread loaf-sized 
satellite has captured the 
first global picture of the 
small frozen particles 
inside clouds, normally 
called ice clouds, NASA 
has said.

Ice clouds start as 
tiny particles high in the 
atmosphere. Absorbing 
moisture, the ice crystals 
grow and become heavier, 
causing them to fall to 
lower altitudes. Eventu-
ally, the particles get so 
heavy, they fall and melt 
to form rain drops. The ice 
crystals may also just stay 
in the air.

Like other clouds, ice 
clouds affect Earth’s en-
ergy budget by either re-
flecting or absorbing the 
Sun’s energy and by affect-
ing the emission of heat 
from Earth into space. 

Thus, ice clouds are key 
variables in weather and 
climate models.

“Heavy downpours 
originate from ice clouds,” 
said Dong Wu, IceCube 
principal investigator at 
NASA’s Goddard Space 
Flight Center in Green-
belt, Maryland.

Measur ing  atmo -
spheric ice on a global 
scale remains highly un-
certain because satellites 
have been unable to de-
tect the amount of small 
ice particles inside the 
clouds, as these particles 
are too opaque for infra-
red and visible sensors to 
penetrate. 

The experimental 
small satellite, IceCube, 
deployed from the Inter-
national Space Station 
(ISS) in May 2017, has 
filled this void, NASA said 

on Tuesday. 
To overcome that 

limitation, IceCube was 
outfitted with a submil-
limeter radiometer that 
bridges the missing sen-
sitivity between infrared 
and microwave wave-
lengths.

Despite weighing only 
10 pounds, IceCube is 
a bona fide spacecraft, 
complete with three-axis 
attitude control, deploy-
able solar arrays and a 
deployable communica-
tions antenna.

Originally a 30-day 
technology-demonstra-
tion mission, IceCube is 
still fully operational in 
low-Earth orbit almost 
a year later, measuring 
ice clouds and providing 
data that’s “good enough 
to do some real science,” 
Wu said.

peratures and decreasing 
rainfall – along with change 
in relative humidity - ad-
versely affect quantity and 
quality of tea production. 
The chances of pest infesta-
tion also go up with increase 
in temperature.

There is no doubt that 
rainfall has come down 
drastically in all the val-
leys. But we have to collate 
data from all the stations, 
including those run by 
the India Meteorologi-
cal Department and also 
analyse other factors such 
as shift from inorganic to 
organic farming and levels 
of absenteeism, before we 
can pinpoint reasons for 
falling production. “

he ideal temperature 
for growing tea is between 
18 and 30 degrees. The 
plant growth is adversely 

affected when the tem-
perature goes above 32 
degrees or drops below 
13 degrees. In addition, 
strong winds, frequent 
frost, hail and excessive 
rainfall are also detrimen-
tal for production of high 
quality tea.

“Both excess and short-
age of water affect growth 
of tea bushes. Tea bushes 
need adequate and well dis-
tributed rainfall. Heavy and 
erratic rainfall can damage 
tea plantation due to soil 
erosion, lack of growth due 
to less sunshine hours and 
different types of insect pest 
and diseases, besides flood-
ing,” explained Mrityunjay 
Choubey , researcher from 
DTR&DC, while speaking 
at a media workshop on cli-
mate change here last week.

Tea is grown in five dif-

ferent valleys in the region 
– Darjeeling, Mirik, Teesta, 
Rambang and Kurseong – 
each having different eleva-
tion and weather pattern.

“There is no doubt that 
rainfall has come down 
drastically in all the val-
leys. But we have to collate 
data from all the stations, 
including those run by the 
India Meteorological De-
partment and also analyse 
other factors such as shift 
from inorganic to organic 
farming and levels of ab-
senteeism, before we can 
pinpoint reasons for fall-
ing production. Climate 
change may be one of the 
factors,” pointed out Pra-
halad Chetri, project direc-
tor of the R&D centre, Tea 
Board of India, while speak-
ing to India Science Wire.

Choubey, however, 

said that since the experi-
mental farm followed the 
inorganic method of cul-
tivation, yield reduction 
could not be attributed to 
shift from inorganic to or-
ganic cultivation practices. 
“The probable reason (for 
yield reduction) may be 
temperature rise, lack of 
total as well as distribution 
of rainfall and less humid-
ity. These factors affect 
carbohydrate assimilation, 
respiration and evapo-
transpiration of tea plants, 
pest and disease infesta-
tion, drought and heavy 
rainfall incidence and soil 
degradation,” he added.

In view of this, he said, 
it was critical to identi-
fy and evaluate options 
for adaptation to future 
climate change. Adapta-
tion measures will include 
use of drought-tolerant 
clones, reducing chemical 
load by integrated nutri-
ent management. Organic 
farming is highly adapt-
able to climate change as 
it preserves inherent soil 
fertility and maintains or-
ganic matter in soils which 
can sustain productivity 
in the event of drought or 
irregular rainfall.

The workshop was 
jointly organized by In-
dian Himalayas Climate 
Adaptation Programme 
(IHCAP), Department of 
Science and Technology 
(DST) and Centre for Me-
dia Studies (CMS).
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Gianluigi Buffon 

AP/PTI
Atletico players celebrate with the trophy after winning the Europa League Final soccer match between 
Marseille and Atletico Madrid at the Stade de Lyon in Decines, outside Lyon, France.

EM Images
The final match between Signal and Merali fellowships in progress 
during the DABAYM Cricket Bash League on Thursday.

Golden State Warriors forward Draymond Green (23) and guard Stephen Curry (30) play for the rebound in 
front of Houston Rockets center Clint Capela (15) during the 2018 NBA Playoffs at Toyota Center.

Atletico crush Marseille 3-0, win 
their third Europa League title

Rockets romp to level NBA 
series 1-1 with Warriors

Signal fellowship prove victorious at DABAYM Cricket league

Harden, James, Davis 
finalists for NBA MVP award 

Italy’s Buffon to 
leave Juventus 
after 17 years

Lyon, May 17 (IANS): La 
Liga outfit Atletico Madrid 
proved their formidable 
firepower in Europa League, 
beating Ligue 1 side Mar-
seille 3-0 in the final here on 
Wednesday. It was the third 
time for Atletico to win the 
tournament in franchise 
history, reports Xinhua.

Antoine Griezmann, 
whose hometown Macon 
is not far from Lyon, scored 

in each half of the match, 
before captain Gabi's late 
low shot made it beyond 
any speculation.

Atletico, who made their 
fifth appearance in the final 
of European tournaments 
in the past nine years, were 
crowned in Europa League 
in 2010 and 2012, while 
Marseille anticipated for 
another European title after 
winning the Champions 

League back in 1993.
Marseille pressed high 

from the start, and almost 
broke the deadlock just 
on four minutes on their 
"home" pitch. Skipper Dim-
itri Payet's clinical pass on a 
counter-attack found Valere 
Germain, whose shot went 
beyond the cross-bar.

However, the attack-
minded French team had 
to pay for their own error. 

Los Angeles, May 17 (AFP):  
The Houston Rockets 
bounced back with a ven-
geance on Wednesday (May 
16), powering past Nation-
al Basketball Association 
champions Golden State 
Warriors 127-105 to level 
their Western Conference 
Finals series at one game 
apiece.

Houston's Most Valu-
able Player candidate James 
Harden scored 27 points 
and Eric Gordon added 27 
off the bench as five players 
scored in double figures for 
a Rockets team chastened 
by a 119-106 series-opening 
defeat on their home floor 
on Monday.

"Total team effort," 
Harden said. "We played 
harder and smarter than 
Game 1. That was the only 
difference."

The Rockets signalled 
their intentions early. Their 
seven fast-break points in 
the opening quarter more 
than doubled the three they 
mustered in all of Game 1.

Houston connected 
on three-of-10 from three-
point range in the first pe-
riod while the Warriors were 
zero-for-seven and coughed 
up seven turnovers.

Up 26-21 after one quar-
ter, the Rockets never trailed 
from there. They led 64-
50 by halftime, with four 
players already in double 
figures.

Rockets coach Mike 
D'Antoni said there was no 
major change in strategy - 

New York, May 17 (AP):  Houston's James Harden, 
Cleveland's LeBron James and Anthony Davis of New 
Orleans are the finalists for the NBA's MVP award.

Harden, who led the league in scoring, has twice 
been a runner-up for the award, including last year 
when Russell Westbrook won. James has won the MVP 
award four times.

The three finalists for the individual awards were 
announced Wednesday. The winners will be an-
nounced on June 25 in Santa Monica, California during 
the NBA Awards show.

Davis was also a finalist for Defensive Player of the 
Year, along with Utah's Rudy Gobert and Philadelphia 
center Joel Embiid.

Rome, May 17 (IANS):  Ju-
ventus goalkeeper Gianlu-
igi Buffon announced on 
Thursday that he will be 
leaving the Italian football 
club after 17 years, a long 
career that has seen him 
become one of the world's 
most recognizable faces in 
the sport. In an emotional 
press conference, the leg-
endary keeper said that 
Saturday's Serie A match 
against Hellas Verona would 
mark the end of his career 
with Juventus, reports Efe.

"Saturday will be my 
final match for Juventus and 
to end this journey with two 
cups and with the president 
and the entire Bianconeri 
world by my side will be 
very special," Buffon said.

"Juventus is a family for 
me and I am honoured to 
have been a part of it. The 
club is planning for a victo-
rious future. If one day I am 
considered someone who 
can help the cause, Juventus 
will take priority for me," he 
added.

Buffon, who participat-
ed in 176 games with the 
Italian national team, said 
he was not going to partici-
pate in any of the national 
team's games, leaving the 
floor for the "several young 
keepers who need to gain 
experience to grow."

Juventus Chairman An-
drea Agnelli announced 
that Poland's Wojciech Szc-
zesny would be replacing 
Buffon in the upcoming 
season.

"Legends do exist. Ap-
proximately 30% of our tro-
phies at Juventus Museum 
bear your name, Gianluigi 
Buffon you deserve a huge 
round of applause," Agnelli 
added. Buffon has not yet 
decided his next step and 
said he would need to "go 
through training in order to 
understand the right path 
to take and what role to 
occupy."

33-year-old goalkeeper 
Mandanda suffered poor 
communication with full 
back Andre Zambo Anguis-
sa when he cleared the ball 
in the 21st minute.

Griezmann didn't waste 
the glorious chance to finish 
a side-foot after being teed 
up by Gabi who intercepted 
the ball.

Added to their inferior 
position, Marseille lost Pay-
et who was injured and had 
to leave the pitch in tears in 
the 32nd minute.

Griezmann continued 
his in-form play after the 
interval. After a clever one-
two in midfield, the French-
man was released on the 
right by Koke to casually lift 
his left-footed shot over the 
outgoing Mandanda in the 
49th minute. Gabi's goal on 
the counter-attack in the 
89th minute capped off At-
letico's convincing victory 
of the night.

F o r m e r  S p a n i s h 
"Golden Boy" Fernando 
Torres came off the bench 
for Griezmann late in the 
match, and ended story 
with his boyhood club with 
a European champion. He 
lifted up the trophy along-
side Gabi on the award cer-
emony.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, May 17 (EMN): 
A wrap up to an eventful 
month for the Dimapur Ao 
Baptist Arogo Youth Min-
istry (DABAYM) as the first 
ever Cricket tournament 
organised and initiated by 
DABAYM Tientet Lanur 
as part of the DABA Youth 
Sports Ministry concluded 
at the Dimapur Govern-
ment College ground on 
May 17. 

 Signal defeated Merali  
by 22 runs  in the final mat-
vch.  Signal team scored 115 
runs losing 5 wickets and 
runners up team Merali 
scoring a 93 runs for 8 wick-
ets till the last ball of the 
proposed 15 overs. 

As any professional 
cricket league would have it, 
the organisers also impres-
sively set up a pitch report 
which included bowling 

speed meter machines dur-
ing the first and second 
innings well. 

Winning the toss, Merali 
decided to bowl first even 
though commentators pre-
dicted due to the hard pitch, 
it would have been wise to 
bat. A special drone was 

functional all throughout 
the match and also a Deci-
sion Review System (DRS) 
as well provided by Off and 
On productions which act-
ed as third umpire. 

For individual awards, 
the orange cap for the high-
est scorer of runs in the 

tournament went to Im-
likaba of Signal with 139 
runs in five matches. The 
man of the series and the 
purple cap went to Mazu of 
Signal for taking the highest 
number of wickets in five 
matches. The best wicket 
keeper title went to Along 
of Signal with 13 catches in 
five matches.

Lemon phones spon-
sored the young promising 
player of the tournament 
which went to Talilemba of 
Merali with 104 runs over 
all. Tecno mobiles spon-
sored the best catch of the 
tournament that went to 
Tiawapang of Duncan. 

Eight fellowships un-
der DABAYM namely Sig-
nal, Merali, Duncan, Town, 
Lungmen, Sumedem, Yong-
kum and Yimsen took part 
in tournament that started 
on April 11. 

just more intensity and bet-
ter execution from a Hous-
ton team that led the league 
with 65 regular-season wins.

"We played harder, we 
got into them," D'Antoni 
said. "We didn't have that 
same intensity in that first 
game. Our guys are great, 
they learnt from it, snapped 
back and did the job."

Kevin Durant led the 
Warriors with 38 points, but 
Stephen Curry was the only 
other Golden State player in 
double figures with 16.

Curry connected on just 
seven of 19 shots from the 
floor, making just one of 
eight three-point attempts.

Overall, the Warriors 
were just nine of 30 from 
three-point range. They 
finished the game with 
15 turnovers - 11 of those 
coming before half-time, 
by which time most of the 

damage was done.
P.J. Tucker, who scored 

just one point in Game 1, 
scored 14 of his 22 points 
in the first half for Houston. 
Trevor Ariza, another who 
struggled in Game 1, added 
19 points and Chris Paul 
scored 16 for the Rockets.

"Defensively we were 
more aggressive. We were 
smarter," said Harden, 
whose Rockets travel to 
Oakland for Game 3 on 
Sunday with renewed con-
fidence.

"We still made some 
mistakes that we can get 
better at. "We know how 
tough it is to win (at Golden 
State) but we're ready for it."

The winners of the series 
will face either the Cleve-
land Cavaliers or Boston 
Celtics in the NBA Finals. 
The Celtics lead the Eastern 
Conference Finals 2-0.


