
Neiphiu Rio addressing the PDA's rally at the Imkongmeren Sports Complex in Mokokchung on May 16.
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Problems are not  
the problem; coping  

is the problem. 

~ Virginia Satir
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 23° 15°
Agartala 29° 21°
Gangtok 22° 13°
Guwahati 30° 21°
Imphal 27° 17°

Itanagar 29° 19°
Shillong 20° 15°
Delhi 42° 29°
Kolkata 36° 26°
Chennai 37° 29°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 21° 14°
DIMAPUR 29° 19°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 3mm 87%
DIMAPUR 2mm 94%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Naga people nothing in common 
with India — Adinno Phizo

PDA invites Mokokchung and Wokha to transformation 
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Stan Lee files suit against 
Pow! Entertainment | P10

Rio launches massive by-poll campaign 

Alexander-Arnold gets 
England World Cup call as 
Hart, Wilshere axed |  P11

World

Author Tom Wolfe 
dead at 88 | P9

Mirror Takes

~ Arien
"Last election you said gypsy 

pabo... This time toh Tata 
pabo hobola.."

Our Correspondents
Mokokchung / Wokha 
May 16 (EMN): The chief 
minister of Nagaland, 
Neiphiu Rio, has appealed 
to the people of Mokokc-
hung and Wokha to be part 
of a time of transformation 
that has an opportunity for 
the Naga people to experi-
ence peace, progress, and 
growth. 

R i o  l a u n c h e d  i n 
Mokokchung on May 16 
a massive election cam-
paign for the Peoples’ 
Democratic Alliance's 
(PDA)  candidate to the 
Lok Sabha by-election. 
There are just 12 days left 
for the polls. 

Rio addressed a mam-
moth gathering at the Im-
kongmeren Sports Com-
plex. In his address the 
chief minister told the 
gathering that the coali-
tion nominated Tokheho 
Yepthomi to represent Na-
galand in the Lok Sabha 
due to his capability, ex-
perience, and knowledge. 

The chief minister 
called the district a pio-
neer and noted the com-
munity for its contribu-
tion to the Naga people 
in various fields. He urged 
Mokokchung to stand for 
the PDA's candidate with 
a 'landslide victory by a 
margin of lakh.' 

Expressing gratitude to 
the people for giving him 
another chance to lead 
the people as their chief 
minister for the fourth 

time, Rio said that his aim 
was to settle the Naga po-
litical issue. If an 'inclu-
sive solution' is arrived at 
and peace comes, there 
will be development. For 
instance, the gathering 
was told, there would be 
programmes for the uplift 
of women, and youth, and 
the rural areas. 

Rio said further that it 
was during Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s tenure 
that the 'framework agree-
ment' was signed. There-
fore, he said, 'It is obvi-
ous that the Naga political 
problem can be resolved 
only during Modi’s reign. If 
otherwise the Naga people 
miss the opportunity, he 
said, it would turn out to 
be a difficult time for them 
again. 

Further, Rio explained 
that he had written to Del-
hi that the 'state does not 
need an MP by-election 
if the tenure is less than 
a year. ' However, they 
declared the elections be-
cause the Naga people 
needed a representative to 
speak for them 'regarding 
constitutional amend-
ments if Naga political 
resolution arrived at.' 

However, Rio said that 
although negotiations are 
on he could not be able 
to offer assurances about 
an early settlement.  He 
appealed to the Naga po-
litical groups including the 
NSCN (K) to take the way 
of dialogue and ceasefire. 

Settlement should be in-
clusive, he said.  

Rio asserted to the 
electorate, “Change is here 
and full change will come 
when public support and 
participation comes. Be 
a part of the change, be 
a part of the government 
and be a party for the 
change for better.” 

Rio also talked about 
upcoming events. He said 
that the ground-breaking 
ceremony for the Dr T Ao 
Football Academy would 
be during the first week 
of June. 

The chief minister then 
trained his sights on the 

Naga People's Front (NPF). 
He recalled that when 
he along with other like-
minded leaders launched 
the NPF in 2002, the late 
Vizol was chosen as its 
president. He said that 
the NPF's president Dr. 
Shurhozelie Liezietsu and 
opposition leader TR Ze-
liang were now behaving 
like they were the 'owner' 
of it. “I want to remind 
you that late Uncle Vizol 
was the first president of 
the NPF. But now the NPF 
party president and its 
leader are behaving like 
they own the party,” Rio 
said.  In spite of his many 

attempts to strengthen 
the party, he was instead 
suspended and expelled. 
Therefore, he said, he de-
cided to leave the NPF as 
there was no place for him 
in an organisation that he 
had built up along with 
other leaders.  

The statement also 
pointed out that the NPF 
was engaging in double-
speak by branding the 
BJP anti-Christian and 
communal without con-
sidering the fact that the 
NPF had been in alliance 
with the BJP for the past 
15 years.

The chief minister as-

serted further that there 
was disunity in the NPF 
party currently,  hav-
ing been 'divided into 
three groups “one led by 
Shurhozelie Liezietsu, one 
by TR Zeliang and the oth-
er group to join them.”

“People say the op-
position is very strong but 
they are not strong only 
their number is good, no 
strength because of the 
divided house,” Rio al-
leged. In this connection, 
he urged the people to 
understand why Delhi 
bestowed on him the lead-
ership position but refused 
the NPF.

Wokha
On May 16, Rio spoke 

took the message of 
change and development 
to Wokha. In his address in 
the VDB and Chairman As-
sociation's hall, the chief 
minister spoke of candi-
date Tokeho Yepthomi as 
a person with a vision to 
empower the society.

Rio spoke about settle-
ment to the Naga political 
issue. He urged the people 
to be united and prepare 
a 'landing ground' as a 
settlement would bring 
peace which would in 
turn bring development. 
He said that there was a 
'mass-based aspiration' 
that solution should come 
before the next Lok Sabha 
elections in 2019. For this, 
there has to be a 'landing 
ground' where the people 
are united 'so that solution 
is inclusive.' 

In other matters, the 
chief minister said that 
politics and religion were 
two different things. He 
said that the political par-
ties be it the Congress, the 
Bharatiya Janata Party, 
Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party  or the 
NPF were all 'registered 
political parties and not 
a religion organizations 
or party.' He appealed to 
the people to support and 
contribute to the PDA gov-
ernment. He assured to 
ensure equal opportuni-
ties and development. 

Candidate T Yeptho-

mi, spoke at the event in 
Wokha too. He assured the 
gathering that he would 
do justice to their trust by 
representing them.

An update from the 
chief minister's office on 
Wednesday also gave an 
overview of the coalition's 
aspiration for the Naga 
people to unite so they 
may live in peace 'when a 
final solution to the vexed 
Naga political issue is 
reached.' For this, Rio ap-
pealed to the NSCN (K) to 
engage in peace talks with 
the government of India.

In hoping that 'crucial 
developments' to a final 
solution would take place 
before the next Lok Sabha 
elections, Rio said that it 
was 'extremely important 
to have a Lok Sabha rep-
resentative particularly 
during such a period.' 

Also, the chief min-
ister had highlighted to 
the electorate the deci-
sions and policies of the 
PDA government dur-
ing the past two months 
since securing power, the 
updates stated. Neiphiu 
Rio spoke about the gov-
ernment’s priorities such 
as promotion of sports, 
preservation of wildlife, 
and environment, and 
'all round development 
etc.' Also, he discouraged 
the practice of hunting 
wild birds and animals 
for feasts or presentation 
to visiting dignitaries, the 
updates stated. 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, May 16 (EMN): 
The president of the Naga 
National Council Adinno 
Phizo has iterated the 
unique cultural and po-
litical nature of the Naga 
people. She was address-
ing a programme that was 
observed by the NNC to 
mark the 67th anniver-
sary of 'Naga Plebiscite 
Day' on Wednesday at the 
Peace Camp in Chedema, 
Kohima district.

“We are a nation by 
our own right, not given 
to us by others. Nagas 
are living in their own 
country- no connection 

From centre, fifth: C Apok Jamir, NPF legislature party leader TR Zeliang, and NPF president Dr. Liezietsu, with  MLAs and functionaries during 
the Lok Sabha by-poll campaign in Ura Academy at Kohima village. 

Adinno Phizo
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NPF pulls a block to throw punch at PDA 

PDA's candidate Tokheho 
Yepthomi. But if the people 
want to vote for the Nagas, 
for secularism and for the 
Christian faith, they should 
vote for Jamir, he stated. 
He lamented that many 
Nagas have 'become blind 
with the love of money' 
and cautioned that an al-
ien force was penetrating 
the land. The by-election 
presents an opportuni-
ty for the Nagas to prove 
whether they want to pro-
tect their identity or sell it 
out, he said.

The NPF leader de-
scribed Jamir as a humble, 
educated, and a gentleman 
who has the advantage of 
having had the experience 
of being a member of Par-
liament (Rajya Sabha) in 
the past. He said that the 
NPF had chosen the right 
person to represent the 
Nagas in Delhi.

In his address candi-
date Jamir said that the 
PDA launched its cam-
paign on an attractive 
slogan ‘Together for all, 
development for all.’ But 
when translated into Hin-
di it reads ‘Sabka saath, 
sabka saath’ which he said 
was the same slogan with 
which the BJP had gone 
into the 2014 parliamen-
tary elections. He said 
that the slogan had borne 
tremendous hope for the 
people of the country 
but the reality today was 
nothing short of failure. 

The candidate wondered 
about the relevance it may 
have for Naga culture and 
traditions and 'Naga as-
pirations.' The present 
challenge is not merely 
about an MP election but 
a fight to stand for Naga 
aspiration, identity and 
the Nagas’ stand on the 
truth in the Parliament, he 
claimed. 

The candidate added 
that he had accepted the 
daunting challenge with 
his 'thoughts on the Naga 
people.' His victory will 
be a victory not just for 
the NPF but for the Naga 
people, Jamir added.

The NPF's legislature 
party leader, TR Zeliang, 
also addressed the event. 
He said it was the NPF-
led Democratic alliance 
of Nagaland-III govern-
ment that had worked to 
bring together all the Naga 
political groups together; 
through this endeavour, six 
groups started a political 
dialogue with the govern-
ment of India. 

Zeliang stated fur-
ther that it was too ear-
ly to question the PDA 
government as it had just 
completed two months in 
power and 'there was no 
roadmap for any concrete 
development program for 
the state.' Nonetheless he 
said that the opposition 
was 'compelled to react' 
as the PDA had started 
‘claiming achievements 

with false commitments’ 
such as to improve road 
connectivity in all the 12 
district headquarters with-
in 100 days. Later it stated 
to do so in 60 days with 
INR 60 crore, the gathering 
was told. 

Those 60 days just got 
over, he pointed out, and 
asked the gathering if they 
had seen any progress on 
the roads. He said that 
the opposition knew the 
claims would end up ‘a 
mockery’ as it did not re-
quire technical knowledge 
to determine the impos-
sibility of providing quality 
road in 60 days, that too in 
rainy seasons. 

“Such false commit-
ment should have been 
avoided if technical offic-
ers tendered the right ad-
vice because in Nagaland 
the rainy season starts by 
April,” he said. 

The former chief min-
ister also cried foul at the 
appointment of party 
functionaries as ministers 
and functionaries with 
cabinet status, and high 
government ranks. He said 
that the opposition MLAs 
were happy that the new 
government had decided 
to do away with the 'VIP 
culture' and they had will-
ingly given up their ben-
efits. But, he lamented, the 
PDA pumped in random 
appointments from the 
backdoor.

Thirdly, he said the 

PDA’s claim that INR 100 
cr. was released for vil-
lage development boards 
( VDB) was a sham 'as 
that amount was roped 
in during his time as chief 
minister to disburse to 
the VDBs.' He stated that 
right before the Christmas 
of 2017 the DAN govern-
ment brought in INR 283 
cr. for the VDB as part of 
NGREGA funds. 
'NPF to sweep Kohima, 
Phek in majority'

TR Zeliang also as-
serted that Naga voters 
do not take MP elections 
very seriously and under-
scored the need for the 
state’s electorate to under-
stand the importance of 
exercising their franchise. 
Nonetheless, he was of the 
view that the NPF would 
have a thumping major-
ity in Kohima and Phek 
districts. He claimed that 
National People’s Party 
candidates from the 8th 
Western Angami and 11 
Southern Angami-I as-
sembly constituencies 
have pledged to support 
the NPF. The only threat 
he felt would come was 
from the chief minister’s 
areas Northern Angami-II 
and Southern Angami-II. 
In Phek district, Zeliang 
was sure that all the four 
assembly constituencies 
would return in NPF’s fa-
vour except for Pfutsero 
constituency where the 
NDPP has a seat.  

Our Correspondent
Kohima, May 16 (EMN): 
The opposition Naga 
People’s Front (NPF) on 
Wednesday kicked-off its 
campaign for its Lok Sabha 
candidate C Apok Jamir 
in Kohima on a defensive 
note. Addressing a rally at 
the Ura Academy Hall in 
Kohima village, the NPF's 
president Dr. Shürhoze-
lie Liezietsu said it was 
time for the Naga people 
to ‘know what is black and 
what is white’ and 'speak 
the truth.'

W i t h o u t  o f f e r i n g 
names, Liezietsu said that 
the people ought to know 
who had been responsible 
for 'putting the Nagas and 
the state in multiple crises 
during the last four years 
and why the forthcoming 
Lok Sabha by-election was 
necessitated.'

The NPF chief did not 
waste time in criticising 
rival People's Democratic 
Alliance (PDA) for talking 
about the welfare of farm-
ers, or education reforms 
in their election manifesto 
which, he claimed, were 
issues an MP need not be 
concerned about. 

Liezietsu was also scep-
tical about the Nationalist 
Democratic Progressive 
Party claiming to be a re-
gional party while ‘eat-
ing with the BJP in one 
plate.’ He said that the 
people cannot buy any-
thing with just one side 
of a coin. Therefore, the 
NDPP cannot be called a 
regional party when it was 
‘sharing one bed’ with the 
Bharatiya Janata Party, a 
national party. Justifying 
the NPF’s previous  alliance 
with the BJP for 15 years, 
he said they 'did not share 
anything except for being 
coalition partners in the 
assembly.'

Here, Liezietsu pulled 
out the communal card. 
He stated that minorities 
across the country includ-
ing Christians were being 
persecuted by the RSS, of 
which the BJP was a po-
litical wing. He asserted it 
was time to speak the truth 
that if one was to become 
Hindu, they can vote for 

with India at any time. 
Nagas are not demanding 
anything from India, the 
bargaining is not there.”

While being thankful 
to God for guiding the 
Naga people all the time, 
Phizo referred to India 
and said, ‘They always 
wanted to show the out-
side world that some-
thing to compromise 
between India and Na-
galand in all these years. 
The strange thing is that 
no honest Indian among 
a billion people.”

Reiterating that there 
is no common history 
between Nagaland and 
India, Adinno therefore, 
maintained that ‘to term 
our situation as “politi-
cal problem” is wrong. 
She told the gathering 
that 'almost one hundred 
percent' of people had 
declared not to join India 
in the Naga 'voluntary 
plebiscite' which took 
place on May 16 1951.

Though Nagas are liv-
ing in their own country, 
Phizo pointed out that 
the Indian government 
still was not withdrawing 
her army from Nagaland. 
Instead, it repeatedly 
imposes the infamous 
Armed Forces Special 
Powers Act (AFSPA) of 
1958 and 'surrounds Na-
galand till today.'  

She said “We know 
we are a small nation but 

a big nation bullying a 
small one cannot be wor-
thy of its stature.”

Terming the ‘Frame-
work agreement’ which 
was signed on August 3, 
2015 as ‘not a good sign,’ 
she alleged that the In-
dian government was us-
ing the NSCN-IM to bring 
division. She asserted 
further that some of them 
have very little knowledge 
about Naga history but 
have made them agree to 
have a ‘framework agree-
ment’ for more than two 
years and kept it a secret.

On the issue of Naga-
inhabited areas, Phizo 
said, ‘It is not a question 
of Naga integration that 
some people make it poli-
tics at present, where you 
can lose your right.’ As 
far as Nagaland is con-
cerned, she asserted, 
“They are Nagas and will 
continue to be Nagas be-
cause they are not in dis-
puted area where others 
can claim it. But they are 
Nagas all the time. No 
controversy.”

Remember ing the 
people who laid down 
their lives in the hands of 
the Indian armed forces, 
Adinno was thankful that 
the 'Nagas are alive today 
' and that their sacrifices 
brought 'normal life to 
our people today,' which 
she said should be re-
membered always. 
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CM mourns demise
State chief minister, Neiphiu Rio has mourned the 
demise of Janaki Devi, mother of Ram Madhav, who 
passed away at Ram Manohar Lohia Hospital, New 
Delhi, on May 16. In a message to Ram Madhav, Rio 
has conveyed condolence to the bereaved family 
members and prayed to the Almighty God to grant 
them strength to bear with the loss.

CAKU mourns demise
Chakhro Angami Kuda Union (CAKU) has mourned 
the untimely demise of K Medom, its former presi-
dent and present advisor. In a condolence message, 
CAKU general secretary, Thejangulie Angami has 
described as true social workers, who had dedicated 
his entire life in the service of the people in various 
capacities. It lamented that the vacuum created by 
his demise would be hard to fill in adding the legacy 
he left behind would be cherished by the younger 
generations. It further conveyed condolence to 
the bereaved family members and prayed to the 
Almighty God to grant them strength in their hour 
of grief.

OHCCK lauds PWD 
Officers’ Hill Colony Council Kohima (OHCCK) has 
appreciated the PWD task force team for the cur-
rent work of paving the Ladies Mile Road running 
through Officers’ Hill Colony. The council has espe-
cially lauded Er. Limadong Jamir, PWD (R&B) chief 
engineer; Er. Limanaro, SE 11; Er. Hokato Sumi, EE 
PWD (RB) south division; the site engineers namely 
Er. Razou, SDO No. 2, and Er. S Tialemba, JE. The 
council claimed that the nature and quality of work 
being executed was praiseworthy.

NKPO appreciates local MLA 
Nsong and Kebai Public Organisation (NKPO) has ap-
preciated the advisor of irrigation and flood control, 
Namri Nchang, for taking up developmental work 
from Ahthibung town to Gopibung (Zero Point). 
The organisation has also appreciated the Classs-1 
contractor, Vieveletuo, for his concern for taking up 
the work with all earnest to the satisfaction of the 
public. This was stated in a press release issued by 
D Zekui Zeliang, president of Nsong Kebai Public 
Organisation.

Kohima’s  DC informs vehicle owners
Deputy commissioner, Kohima, Rajesh Soundara-
rajan, has informed all the private vehicle owners/
drivers of Kohima district, whose vehicles were req-
uisitioned and detailed for election duty during the 
state assembly election 2018 to collect the vehicle 
hire charges on May 17 and 18. The concerned are 
asked to collect the same from 10 am from the office 
of the deputy commissioner and district election 
officer, Kohima, during office hour. 

Marcofed informs members
Marketing and Consumers’ Federation Ltd (Mar-
cofed) has informed that the proposed meeting of 
the Board of Director scheduled on May 25 at 11 
am at the office chamber of its chairman has been 
shifted to the co-operative training centre, Medzi-
phema, Dimapur. The federation managing director, 
T Vikuto Zhimo, has requested all tjhe concerned 
members to attend the meeting without fail. 

ENSF convenes meeting
The Eastern Naga Students’ Federation (ENSF) has 
convened its presidential meeting on May 19 at 11 
am at DUDA Guest House, Kohima. All the presi-
dents of six federating units including CCSU, USSC, 
PSC, KSU, YAA and KSU are requested to attend the 
meeting positively.

Pet bottles and other waste materials being collected to be transported to the market. (Right) A locally made waste compactor developed by Alie Sekhose from Sechu-Zubza village.

Members of the CYF along with village representatives from Phek and Tizu pose for a group photograph after the meeting.

The two persons accused of extortion seen here in police custody.

Dimapur, May 16 (EMN): 
The waste management 
system initiated by Na-
galand Pollution Control 
Board (NPCB) in Sechu-
Zubza village has begun to 
bear dividend in keeping 
the environment clean and 
reducing pollution.

Sechu-Zubza, a small 
town in Kohima district 
comprising 3,425 house-
holds with a total popula-
tion of 17,369.  

A NPCB press release 
stated that women Self 
Help Groups (SHGs) in 
Sechu-Zubza had started 
to understand the impor-
tance of waste manage-
ment and make it as a ben-
eficial activity. Observing 
the scrap dealers/ kabari-
wallas coming to buy their 
waste and selling it to big 
scrap dealers, it stated that 
the women, who are farm-
ers, housewives and small 
business owners have re-
alised they too could do 
the same and earn some 
income as well as take care 
of their environment. 

It stated that plans were 
made among groups com-
prising of two-three mem-
bers to collect waste along 
the National Highway- 29, 
which passes through the 
village and rivers located 
within their jurisdiction 

WEATHER IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 21.2 14.2 15.7 75 NIL

ZBT 22.5 12.6 19.8 89 4.2

MON 31 18 20.5 91 3.8

TUENSANG 21 18 15.8 82 3

MKG 25.3 15.1 13.6 58 39.1

PHEK 24 15 18.2 93 22.2

KIPHIRE 26.4 15.6 18.5 94 2

SECHÜ ZUBZA 25 17 16.4 64 3.8

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 26.2 17.2 22.1 84 8.2

JALUKIE 31 22 19.4 96 4

MANGKOLEMBA 31.8 20 21.3 64 18.6

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 
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and also collect pet bot-
tles etc from small streams 
of the town which was in 
abundance at the begin-
ning. 

They collect various 
wastes like plastic bottles, 
tins, metal waste, paper 
products, tires etc. The 
collection of the waste is 
done twice or thrice a week 
manually or using their 
own transport. The col-
lected wastes are then seg-
regated and transported to 
Dimapur, the nearest com-
mercial city, and sold to the 

scrap dealers.
It also stated that trans-

portation of the collected 
waste to be sold in Di-
mapur is usually through 
Tata mobile after sorting 
into plastic, cartons, scrap 
metals, paper such as text 
books and news papers. It 
stated that the profit they 
make might not be much 
which is about Rs 3000 per 
month per person, but the 
initiative taken by them 
has helped in keeping the 
environment clean and 
reducing pollution.

For efficient transpor-
tation, it stated that the 
bulk pet bottles and other 
plastics are compacted 
by using a locally made 
compactor developed by 
Alie Sekhose from Sechu, 
which is a hand held pro-
totype “Waste compacting 
machine” to help com-
pact the plastic wastes. It 
has helped immensely in 
decreasing the size of the 
plastic wastes mass.

The practice of rearing 
pigs which is common in 
every Naga household, it 

stated that even if someone 
doesn’t rear them, food 
wastes are collected in a 
bin or bucket and used 
beneficially in backyard 
piggery farming. They too 
practice collection of food 
waste and kitchen waste at 
their own homes and give 
it to the pig rearing farmer.

To curb the menace, it 
stated that Sechu Zubza 
youth organisation has 
prohibited using plastic, 
except only 40 micron+, 
and paper plates during 
festive occasions.

NPCB has initiated the 
movement as lifestyles 
has changed in many 
ways thereby generating 
wastes of different types 
such as iron, tin, alumi-
num, sachets, wrappers, 
plastic, rubber, cartons, 
paper, food waste etc on 
daily basis. While many of 
the wastes are biodegrad-
able and compost into soil, 
there are other non bio-
degradable wastes which 
persist in the environment 
for a long period thereby 
harming the environment. 

Dimapur, May 16 (EMN): 
State governor, PB Acharya, 
has appreciated the family 
members of Dr. Neilhouzhü 
Kire for announcing ‘a one-
time grant’ awards for top-
per in the High School Liv-
ing Certificate (HSLC) in 
commemoration of late 
Kire’s 100 years of matricu-
lation. A press note from 
the Raj Bhavan informed 
on Wednesday.

The governor has also 
expressed happiness to 
learn about the family in 
adopting the Government 
High School in the name 
of Dr. Neilhouzhü Kire. He 
termed such undertaking 
as a ‘wonderful social re-
sponsibility,’ on the part of 
the family.

Acharya has also appre-
ciated the idea of awarding 
the toppers of Tenyidie 
saying, ‘mother tongue is 
the identity of an individual 
and one should protect and 
promote it.’

In the vein, Acharya has 
appreciated the Faith Har-
vest Church for adopting 
Government High School 
in PWD Colony, Kohima, 
as part of their community 
social service. 

He has congratulated 
the youth of the church in 
organising a social work 
in the school premises 
and remarked that such 
service should be appreci-

ated by all. Acharya hoped 
that Faith Harvest Church 
would continue the good 
work for the community 
in future.

Meanwhile, Acharya 
has called upon the youth 
to give back to the society 
of their learning in order 
to improve the society in 
all fronts. 

‘Youth should have the 
drive for development of 
the society through new 
and innovative projects. 
Young people should be 
game changers,’ Acharya 
added.

He has appealed to all 
the educated ladies and 
housewives to come for-
ward and share their em-
powerment in government 
schools. He was also of the 
view that such contribu-
tions would add value and 
strengthen the academic 
system. 

The governor has also 
suggested the women folk 
to take up subjects like 
math, Science, English, etc 
as honorary guest teachers 
with the permission of the 
department. 

The governor further 
added that his wife Kavita 
Acharya has adopted the 
Officer’s Hill Government 
Middle School in Kohima, 
where she attends class-
es as an honorary guest 
teacher.

Dimapur, May 16 (EMN): Even as 
Nagaland University (NU) is set to 
celebrate its silver jubilee this year, it 
has added another feather by secur-
ing 95th position in the universities 
category as per results of National 
Institutional Ranking Framework 
(NIRF) 2018.

The result of NIRF 2018 was an-
nounced on April 4, 2018, by union 
HRD minister Prakash Javadekar. NU’s 
ranking in the universities category in 
the NIRF 2016 was 227th. 

NIRF came into being in 2014-
2015 as the outcome of intense discus-
sions and deliberations of the HRD 
wherein it had appointed 16 member 
core committee headed by secretary 
(Higher Education). The commit-
tee had proposed a robust national 
framework to measure the perform-
ance and ranking of higher educa-
tion institutions, while also making 
recommendations for the institutional 
mechanisms, processes, and time 
lines for its implementation. 

An Implementation Core Com-
mittee (ICC) was also then constituted 
by the HRD ministry. In the first NIRF 
that was conducted in the year 2016, 
rankings were given for universities as 
well as for the specific disciplines of 
engineering, management and phar-
macy. In the NIRF 2017 that followed, 
the categories of common overall 
ranking and ranking of general degree 
colleges were added. And in the just 
declared results of NIRF 2018, rank-

ings were also given in the fields of law, 
medicine and architecture. 

As per NIRF guidelines, ranks are 
allotted to the participating institu-
tions based on five broad generic 
groups of parameters namely teach-
ing, learning and resources; research 
and professional practice; graduation 
outcome; outreach and inclusivity; 
and perception. 

Under teaching, learning and 

resources, the parameters include 
student strength, faculty-student ratio, 
faculty with PhD and experience, and 
financial resources and their utilisa-
tion. 

Under research and professional 
practice, the parameters include pub-
lications, quality of publications, IPR 
and patents, and Projects and Profes-
sional Practice. 

Under graduation outcome, the 
parameters include placement and 

higher studies, university examina-
tions, median salary, and Ph.D. stu-
dents graduated. 

Under outreach and pnclusivity, 
the parameters include percentage of 
students from other states, percentage 
of women, economically and socially-
challenged students, and facilities for 
physically-challenged students. 

Under perception, the parameters 
include peer perception (employers) 
and peer perception (academic peers).

PRO NU, Peter Ki, stated that 
Nagaland University had a perfect 
score in the parameter of faculty-
student ratio. He stated that scores 
were excellent for the parameters of 
faculty’s qualification and experience, 
university examinations, and women 
diversity (percentage of women). 

He added that performance was 
average for the parameter of financial 
resources and their utilisation.

Vice Chancellor Prof. Pardeshi 
Lal, in his message to the university 
fraternity, has termed the result for 
NIRF 2018 as “quantitative as well 
as qualitative advancement of the 
university despite all the challenges 
and constraints.” He has attributed 
the success to sheer hardwork and 
unswerving commitment and dedi-
cation of students, faculty members 
and the administrative staff of the 
university. 

He has congratulated and thanked 
“Team Nagaland University” for the 
modest but meaningful achievement.

Dimapur, May 16 (EMN): Dimapur 
police have arrested two persons in 
connection with illegal connection 
of tax from Zasokie Market area on 
May 16.

A press release issued by addi-
tional commissioner of police and 
PRO, the two accused have been 
identified as ‘ss’ deputy kilonser 
Khevito Kini (78), son of Luheshe 
Kini of Yehemi village under Zun-
heboto district and presently a 
resident of United North Block-D, 
Burma Camp, and ‘ss’ joint secre-

tary Kheketo Yeptho (38), son of 
Khekiye Yeptho of Yeheni village 
and a present resident of Baman-
pukri.

Police has recovered cash 
amounting to INR 11,280, eight 
Nos of assignment order and two 
mobile handsets from their pos-
session. According to the police, the 
accused have confessed to be the 
members of NSCN (U). 

It added that case in this con-
nection has been registered and 
further investigation is on. 

Dimapur, May 16 (EMN): The 
District Excise Dimapur raided 
suspected locations in and around 
Dimapur and seized 30 cases of 
IMFL on May 15. 

A press release issued by T Ari-
long Longkumer, superintendent 
of excise and prohibition, stated 
that four persons identified as 
Bimol, Tarun, James, and Avinash 

were arrested and booked under 
the relevant section of the NLTP 
Act 1989.

The press release informed that 
regular checking would be carried 
out to curb illegal liquor activ-
ity especially in the ensuing Lok 
Sabha by- election. He has further 
sought information from the pub-
lic on transaction of illicit liquor. 

Dimapur, May 16 (EMN): State unit of 
the Aam Admi Party (AAP) has denied 
holding any meeting with the Naga Peo-
ple’s Front (NPF) in connection with the 
ensuing Lok Sabha election in the state.

AAP spokesperson, Dr. Lemwang 
Chuhwanglim, testified that no mem-
bers from the party were deputed to 
meet NPF’s president, Dr. Shurhozelie 
Liezietsu, in the latter’s resident on May 
10 as claimed.

AAP clarified that it has no inten-
tion or interest to support either NPF 
or NDPP in the upcoming Lok Shaba 
election. On the contrary, AAP Nagaland 
has accused NPF of indulging in the cor-
rupt activities for the past 15 years, while 
it also accused NDPP and BJP alliance 
of working against its manifesto. AAP 
Nagaland affirmed that it would not 
support or have alliance with any politi-
cal party indulging in corrupt practices. 

AAP Nagaland stated that the re-
ported meeting of Sushil Kumar and 
former candidate Akavi Zhimomi with 
Dr. Shurhozelie was without the consent 
of the party. 

AAP Nagaland, in its executive meet-
ing on May 15, has accused Sushil Ku-
mar and Akavi Zhimomi of indulging in 
anti-party activities for their personal 
interest. The house, after deliberation, 
has decided to suspend Akavi Zhimomi 
with immediate effect till further notice. 
It also cautioned Sushil Kumar, who had 
reportedly withdrawn from the party 
after 2018 general election, against us-
ing the party’s name in the near future.

As the party believes in the right to 
vote for every citizen of the country, the 
party has wished all the political parties 
and the citizens of the state for a peace-
ful Lok Shaba election. 

Dimapur, May 16 (EMN): Chakhe-
sang Youth Front (CYF) has encour-
aged self-employment through pro-
motion of skills development among 
the youth and to strictly monitor infil-
tration of illegal immigrants within its 
jurisdiction in coordination with the 
district administration.

“Self- employment is to be en-
couraged to do away with unem-
ployment, and must even take up 
skilled and unskilled jobs to be self-
sufficient. Illegal immigration in the 
Chakhesang inhabited areas will be 

strictly monitored with the coordina-
tion of the district administration and 
other civic bodies,” CYE president 
Lhuvesayi Lohe and the general sec-
retary Medovelo Sono have stated in 
a joint statement.

The resolution to this effect was 
taken during its coordination meet-
ing held with all the respective village, 
town and area youth organisations on 
May 11 and 12 at Vamuzo Memorial 
Hall, Chozuba town, Tourist Lodge, 
Pfutsero town and Town Council Hall, 
Phek town respectively. 

While highlighting the various 
activities, CYF president Lhuvesayi 
Lohe, has stressed on the need to save 
the society from the different issues. 

CYF has also reaffirmed on the 
ban order of the Chakhesang Public 
Organisation (CPO) in all the Chakhe-
sang inhabited areas of Phek district. 

It has banned hunting, import of 
pigs and burning of jungles in order to 
protect eco system in the area. 

It has further appealed to all the 
neighbouring villages to abide by the 
order.
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Mission director NHM, Dr. Kevichusa Medikhru and director Shija Hospitals, Dr. Kh. Palin with other officials during the signing of the MOU in Kohima.

Y Vandanshan Lotha speaking at the launch of state skill competition in Kohima on May 16.

 Dr. SC Jamir with members of the Nagaland University during a cultural meet.
Y Vandanshan Lotha speaking at the launch programme of State Skill competitions at Kohima on May 16.

Event to showcase local skills begins in Kohima
SC Jamir urges youth to 
uphold virtues of forefathers

ANCSU appeals for more 
MBBS, BDS seat allotment

Nagaland Health Mission 
signs MoU with two hospitals

Online allocation, 
supply chain 
launched in Dimapur

Time to prove NPF represents 
voice of Naga people — Apok Jamir

STATE

Dimapur, May 16 (EMN):  
The NPF party candidate 
for the ensuing by-elec-
tion, C Apok Jamir said it 
is time to prove that the 
Naga People’s Front (NPF) 
represents the voice of 
Naga people by ensur-
ing victory of the party 
through collective effort 
with conviction and deter-
mination. 

He was addressing a 
consultative meeting with 
NPF party workers of Di-
mapur district on May 15 
at its office in Dimapur.

He is stated to have 
assured to live up to the 
expectations of the people. 

A press release re-
ceived from the NPF Mi-
nority Wing Central in-
formed about the meeting 
on Wednesday.

Also, speaking at the 
meeting, MLA, Moatoshi 
Longkumer encouraged 
party workers of the divi-

sion that the forthcoming 
by-poll will be a stepping 
towards the success of 
the NPF to bring about 
a change of equality and 
transparency in the state 
that the party had en-
visioned. He also high-
lighted the district wise 
party position prior to by-
election. 

Former NPF candi-
date, Dr. Kevinguile Khro 
and vice president of cen-
tral NPF, Pusazo Luruo, 
who is also the in-charge 
of Dimapur division deliv-
ered short speeches. 

The meeting resolved 
that the party workers in 
Dimapur division would 
vigorously work together 
for victory of the NPF, the 
press release stated.

The meeting also wel-
comed the new team of 
office bearers of NPF 4th 
Ghaspani-I assembly con-
stituency stating that ‘it 

was a big boost for the 
party.’ 

With the unanimous 
decision to merge with 
the NPF party and to sup-
port the candidature Apok 
Jamir by the supporters of 
former Independent can-
didate of 4th Ghaspani-
I AC, the NPF Dimapur 
has reconstituted the 
NPF party committee for 
Ghaspani-I with immedi-
ate effect. The team will 
be led by Arsapa Chophi 
as president and Zuben 
Lotha as general secretary.

Also, the NPF Minority 
wing held a special coor-
dination meeting within 
its members from central 
and division on May 15 at 
its office in DImapur.  

Minority wing wel-
comed and extended its 
support to the candidature 
of Apok Jamir for the Lok 
Sabha by-election.

During the meeting, it 

was stated that the house 
resolved to work in uni-
ty for the upcoming by-
election with ‘best of its 
capacity, standing firm 
under the leadership of Dr. 
Shurhozelie, Central presi-
dent and T R Zeliang, party 
leader of the NPF.’

The president of cen-
tral Minority wing, Bhat-
tacharjee has requested 
all the party worker and 
well-wishers to work to-
gether for the party which 
is ‘the oldest regional party 
of Northeast and be part 
of good governance in the 
state.’ 

With the request of 
the house, a temporary 
working committee of the 
NPF Minority wing for five 
assembly constituencies 
under Dimapur district 
was instituted, with Sanjay 
Dey as the convenor for 
coordination during the 
Lok Sabha by-election.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, May 16 (EMN): 
To revive local and do-
mestic skills, encourage 
youths for harnessing 
skills and showcase skills 
to the world, the first ever 
four days ‘state skills’ 
competition Nagaland 
2018 was launched today, 
May 16 at Kohima. 

The programme was 
organised by the Directo-
rate of Employment, Skill 
Development and Entre-
preneurship with Synergy 
Group Enterprise as the 
event partner under the 
theme “Make Nagaland 
proud with your skills” at 
its conference hall. 

The competition, it 
informed was organ-
ised as per the guide-
lines of the Ministry of 
Skill Development and 
Entrepreneurship for 

India Skills with a view 
to promote and advo-
cacy of vocational trades 
and also to propagating 
standards and compe-
tency based training and 
assessment at grassroot 
levels.

Giving an overview 
of the competition, joint 
secretary, Anthony Ngul-
ly said the primary objec-
tive of the programme is 
to showcase and inspire 
excellence in skills with 
such competition to pro-
vide a platform to inspire 
options of a vocational 
career to the talented 
youth of the state.

It is also, he said to 
create a transparent and 
organised system for pre-
paring talented youth for 
world skill competition, 
which will be held at the 
various levels at districts, 

state, region and nation-
al level and then at the 
world level.

Ngully informed that 
those selected at the state 
level will represent the 
state at the regional level 
and later at the national 
level in 2019, held every 
alternate year and the 
winners will represent 
India in the World Skill 
competition to be held at 
Russia.

Though the competi-
tion involves competing 
in 52 skill trades, Ngully 
said due to time con-
straint, the competition 
will be held in two trades 
viz. cooking and patis-
serie and confectionary 
for youth under 21 years 
of age.

Nonetheless, he said 
the department endeav-
ours to organise more 
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competitions in the fu-
ture to accommodate 
more talented youth 
and include more skills 
trades in stone masonry, 
electronics, painting, 
decorating, hairdressing, 
beauty therapy, fashion 
technology, graphic de-
signing etc.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Director Y Van-
danshan Lotha said pos-
sessing a ‘skill’ is not an 
inborn ability alone, but 
something which is ac-
quired through interest, 
practice and sincerity. 

With the world be-
coming so competitive 
expecting the best from a 
person, Lotha said it has 
become imperative for a 
person to equip oneself 
with the best skill to en-
hance expertise, quality 
and increase productiv-
ity.

Stating that this is a 
good opportunity and 
a platform to showcase 
skill and improve one-
self, he encouraged the 
youth to make the best 
use of the opportunity 
and upgrade their skills 
and knowledge.

It was informed that 
screening for cooking, 
patisserie and confec-
tionery will be held on 
May 16 and 17, wherein 
the main competition 
will be held on May 19. 

The judges for the 
competitions are Aien 
Jamir, Alemjungla Jamir, 
Chenti Phom, Joel Basu-
matari and Rovi Chasie.

D i m a p u r, Ma y  1 6 
(EMN): The joint secre-
tary of the department 
of Food & Public Dis-
tribution, Pramod Ku-
mar Tiwari launched 
an online allocation & 
supply chain manage-
ment at Directorate of 
Food & Civil Supply 
in Dimapur on May 
16. DPRO updated on 
Wednesday 

Tiwari, in his ad-
dress had said ‘the age 
in which we are living, 
technology has to be 
used intelligently to 
address the problem 
and challenges we are 
facing.’ 

Presenting a report, 
IT nodal officer, Jung-
shi S Jamir informed 
that the fund allocated 
by the minister to the 
state has been pro-
cured by the depart-
ment and has installed 
eight desk tops in the 
state F&CS head quar-
ter. Also desktops had 
been given to every 
district’s F&CS offices. 
One laptop and one jio 
smart phone each to all 
the 11 assistant direc-
tors, one net book and 
one jio smart phone 
each to all district IT 
in-charges. Therefore 
he said, the depart-
ment is fully equipped 
with the hardware re-
quired to start the sup-
ply chain automation 
in the state.

DImapur, May 16 (EMN):  
The All Nagaland College 
Students’ Union (ANCSU) 
has appealed to the Direc-
tor of Technical Education 
to take initiative with the 
concerned ministry in ac-
quiring MBBS, BDS seats 
for students of Nagaland.

In a representation to 
the director of Technical 
Education, the union has 
put-forth serious concern 
to the selection of MBBS, 
BDS candidates for un-
dergoing professional 
courses.

A press release issued 
by the union vice president 
and education secretary, 
stated that ‘the ANCSU 
have learnt from reliable 
sources that the Nagaland 
state has failed to acquire 
MBBS, BDS seats for the 
students under NEC dur-
ing the year 2017.’

The union has appeal 
to the department to initi-
ate with the concerned 
ministry and acquire seats 
for the year 2018 and on-
wards. 

“Aspirants for MBBS, 
BDS is increasing every 
year, however due to less 
allocation of seats to our 
state, a good number of 
candidates are deprived 
to pursue their career,” it 
stated.

The ANCSU also stated 
that merit list should be 
strictly maintained and 
placement of institutions 
should be on merit basis, 
to ensure fair and trans-
parency in selection of 
candidates.

Stating that the union 
shall not accept any kind 
of manipulation or mod-
ification in selection of 
candidates, it also remind-
ed that the placement of 
institutions for selected 
candidates for undergoing 
the courses should be on 

Dimapur, May 16 (EMN): Nagaland 
University Students Union (NUSU) or-
ganised a varsity and cultural meet at I 
Ihoshe Kinimi hall. The programme was 
conducted on the theme “Amelioration 
of Culture Heritage,” with former gov-
ernor of Odisha, Dr. S C Jamir as chief 
guest. 

Jamir in his address explained the 
concept of culture and its embracing 
nature. He said there was not a single 
culture that was quite exclusive rather it 
is a mixture of different aspects. If Naga 

culture has to stand out from other In-
dian cultures, it should become uniquely 
distinct from the rest,’ he said. 

Jamir encouraged the students to 
exhibit and uphold the virtues of fore-
fathers who practiced honesty, truth, 
bravery, uprightness, and righteousness. 
He also asked the younger generation to 
widen their horizon and move forward. 
He further advised the youths to have the 
spirit of dedication, commitment and 
sincerity to do something for the society 
and country.

Dimapur, May 16 (EMN): Rashtriya 
Bal Swasthya Karyakram (RBSK), 
a child health screening and early 
intervention programme under 
National Health Mission (NHM) 
signed a memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) with two medical 
establishments on May 15 and 16.

A press release from the RBSK 
on Wednesday informed that on 
May 15, RBSK signed a MoU with 
Sri Sankaradeva Nethralaya in Gu-
wahati; and on May 16 with Shija 
Hospitals and Research Institute 
in Imphal.

According to the press release, 
Sri Sankaradeva Nethralaya will 
provide free treatment and man-
agement services for congeni-
tal cataract and Retinopathy of 
Prematuritity (RoP) in children 
from 0- 18 years group while Shija 
Hospitals will provide services for 
the operation of cleft lip and cleft 
palate, Developmental Dyspla-
sia of the Hip (DDH), congenital 
cataract, congenital deafness, and 
RoP under RBSK for the same age 
group. 

RBSK was implemented in 

Nagaland in 2013. The programme 
aimed at early detection and man-
agement of 4Ds prevalent in chil-
dren free of cost. The programme 
has been initiated to improve child 
survival and quality of life, the 
press release stated. 

It has informed that to mark the 
beginning of the MoU, Shija Hos-
pitals along with the department 
of Health & Family Welfare will be 
conducting a free heart screening 
on June 2 either at District Hospital 
Mokokchung or Naga Hospital Au-
thority in Kohima for all age group.

merit basis.
The ANCSU strongly 

believe in giving the best 
opportunity to the most 
deserving candidates, it 
added.

The union also de-
manded that the merit 
list and placement of be 
published in local dailies 
for transparency.

The ANCSU shall be 
vigilant in this matter and 
shall monitor closely dur-
ing the process of selection 
and thereon, it stated.

The ANCSU also ap-
pealed the department 
for necessary publications 

on time to avoid incon-
veniences and misunder-
standings among the stu-
dents’ community. 

Further, it stated that 
the department should 
strictly follow the existing 
guidelines for selection 
candidates for undergoing 
professional courses. In 
case of addition or dele-
tion in the existing guide-
lines, the ANCSU said the 
concerned may informed 
the union for proper re-
view and consultation for 
implementation in the 
interest of the students’ 
community.
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Our Correspondent 
Diphu, May 16 (EMN): The 
24+ organisations protest-
ed against the Citizenship 
Amendment Bill of 2016  
in Diphu town on May 16 
Wednesday with slogans 
like ‘Go back Bangladesh-
is’, ‘We oppose Citizen-
ship Amendment Bill; and 
‘Long live Karbi Anglong.’ 

The procession was 
carried under the Hills 
Tribal League (HTL), mem-
bers and leaders of more 
than 24  organisations, and 
other social organisations.

At Semson Sing Ingti 
Memorial Park, secretary 
of North East Dialogue 
Forum (NEDF) U Jenison 
addressing the protestors 
said, “The NEDF is here 
to show solidarity to the 
movement organisations 
opposing the bill. Under 
this bill there is nothing 
the Government can give 

protection to indigenous 
people of Northeast rather 
to give protection to out-
siders. It will be like the AF-
SPA enforced in Northeast 
to suppress the people of 
this region.”

Jenison said, “We need 
to understand the govern-
ment’s strategy to absorb 
the outside people and 
dump it in our land (North-
east).” “If the government is 
so willing take them (out-
siders) as citizenship then 
why not in Delhi, Madhya 
Pradesh and elsewhere, 
but in Northeast,” Jenison 
questioned.”

“We need to think for 
our future generation and 
it is our time for use to fight 
back together against the 
anti-tribal policies of the 
government,” Jenison re-
iterated.

Adviser to 24 + organi-
zations JI Kathar said that 

there are various plans and 
policies of the government 
to do away with the indig-
enous people. The govern-
ment has proposed for a 
wildlife sanctuary in Sing-
hason hills, but in place of 
wildlife will be filled with 
‘illegal Bangladeshis.’ The 
government is trying to 
dilute the 6th Schedule 
powers being enjoyed by 
indigenous people of Karbi 
Anglong.

Kathar also said, “We 
have elected the BJP to 
power thinking it will do 
good to us, but instead the 
BJP government is telling 
us to cut our throat.”

Joint Action Commit-
tee for Autonomous State 
(JACAS) Chairman Khors-
ing Teron urged the mem-
bers of the organizations 
that the movement should 
not end here, but to carry 
on until it is fulfilled.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, May 16 (EMN): On failure to re-
spond towards the 15 days ultimatum 
served to the Karbi Anglong Autonomous 
Council (KAAC) by more than 24 organisa-
tions, a 24-hour has been called upon by 
the concerned organisations on May 19.

The organisations during a press con-
ference held on May 16 Wednesday held 
at PHE (IB) in Diphu declared that series 
of protests would be launched following 
the May 19 bandh if no heed is given to 
the demands issued by the  organisations. 

The 24 hours protest will begin from 
May 19 (Saturday) from 5 am till May 20 5 
am. This was informed by the United Karbi 
Students Association (UKSA) President 
Ratan Terang during the press conference. 

Exemptions would be given to school 
and college examinations, water supplies, 
milk, electricity and Medical department.

Also, Terang informed that on failure 
to give importance even after the 24hrs 
bandh, the organisations would start bike 

rally, and in every constituencies rally will 
be organised and if the KAAC  still fails 
to give importance to the demands then 
the organisations would go for torch light 
procession in all 26 MAC constituencies 
followed by series of other programs.

Terang said, the Chakma Autonomous 
Council has prepared their own electoral 
roll while the KAAC are not doing it so. 

“We have been demanding the Karbi 
Anglong Autonomous Council (KAAC) 
to prepare a new council Act and Rule 
under Para-2 sub para-7 (a&b) of the Sixth 
Schedule to the Constitution of India and 
to prepare a new electoral roll under para-
20 of the Sixth Schedule. Also we have 
been appeal many a times to fullfill our 
demands but the KAAC authority did not 
pay heed to our demands” said J.I Kathar, 
Adviser Sixth Schedule Implementation 
Committee (SSIC).

Kathar alleged that the public repre-
sentative such as MP, MLAs and KAAC, 
CEM are silent over the issue.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, May 16 (EMN): The Karbi 
People’s Liberation Tigers (KPLT), 
an armed organisation in Karbi 
Anglong, has blamed the central as 
well as state government for taking 
no initiative for negotiation. They 
demanded that they should invite 
for a talk to solve the issues of KPLT, 
the general secretary of the organisa-
tion, Loti Chari Kangtang Bey, told 
media persons at the KPLT desig-
nated camp in Diphu on Wednesday 
May 16.

“KPLT has its aims and objec-
tives to fulfil the autonomous state 
under Article 244 (A) of the consti-
tution. The government has sent its 
representatives asking us to come 
over ground and start negotiation 
through talks and with this as-
surance the KPLT has come over 
ground on October 20 2016. But 
now, we came to know that both 
central and state governments are 
taking no interest on us. No initia-
tive has been taken from the gov-

ernment side to invite us for talks,” 
said Bey.

“Maybe the government has 
other plans by taking the delaying 
tactics to solve the problems of the 
KPLT,” said Bey.

Publicity Secretary SR Krong-
jang said, “At first government was 
providing ration, clothes, blankets, 
and other requirement for the des-
ignated camp. But now, the camp 
inmates of the KPLT cadres have no 
ration, clothes, water facility and 
other needs.”

Bey said that the organisation 
has to be reshuffled as the previous 
Chairman Donri Kramsa and Gen-
eral Secretary Vojaru Hanjang were 
inactive and did not take any initia-
tive with the government for talks. 
In order to have better functioning 
in the organisation, reshuffle was 
made for the post of chairman and 
general secretary. Vice Chairman 
Risim Senar Pator is the new chair-
man and him as the new general 
secretary.

About the news that appeared in 
few local dailies from Diphu town, 
stating that “seven cadres of KPLT 
have fled from the organisation,” 
Bey clarified that it is not true. “It is 
to malign the image of the KPLT that 
some vested interest persons have 
done it,” he reassured.

At present, the total strength of 
the cadres is 209 with two designated 
camps at 5th Mile in Diphu and 
another at Kolonga in West Karbi 
Anglong. “At Diphu camp, there are 
around 70 cadres,” Bey stated.

Defense Secretary Rijak Dera 
said, “When the KPLT came over 
ground the government has assured 
us full protection. But it is seen that 
the army and police in the name of 
search operation for other armed 
organisations and anti-social ele-
ments they are apprehending our 
men, which is injustice. I urged the 
state and central government not to 
allow their government machineries 
to arrest our cadres from anywhere 
by levelling falls charges.”

Guwahati, May 16 (IANS): The Railway Protection 
Force (RPF) rescued five minor boys and arrested 
two traffickers from Rangiya Railway Staion in As-
sam, Northeast Frontier Railway (NFR) officials said 
on Wednesday.

“On getting intelligence input about movement 
of traffickers with minors, constables were deployed 
in plain clothes as decoys, who approached the 
suspects, conversed with them at Rangia station on 
Tuesday,” NFR Chief Public Relation officer, Pranav 
Jyoti Sharma said on Wednesday.

“When the minors could not reply satisfactorily to 
their questions, the forces arrested the traffickers,” he 
said quoting Railway Protection Force (RPF) Inspector 
Ashok Das.

Later, the traffickers along with the rescued mi-
nors were handed over to GRP (Government Railway 
Police) for further action.

The Northeast is a popular hunt for traffickers 
from where vulnerable minors are taken to places 
like Nepal and other parts of India for use as child 
labourers. 

The RPF personnel in NFR section have been 
rescuing minors from traffickers off and on. In 2017, 
the force rescued 515 minor children and arrested 11 
traffickers. This year, RPF has already rescued nearly 
170 children from railway premises in the region.

Itanagar, May 16 (PTI): A 
worker of Arunachal Pradesh 
power department has died 
of electrocution while in-
stalling new electric poles 
near Borduria village, 8 km 
from Khonsa, the headquar-
ters of Tirap district.

The deceased, a casault 
worker, identified as Wang-
kho alias Akho Wangsa, a 
native of Pongchau village 
under Longding district, 
came in contact with live 
wire while installing new 
poles and died on the spot 
yesterday, an official release 
said here today.

Three other casual 
workers of the departments 
Khonsa division sustained 
severe injuries in the inci-
dent.

The injured have been 

sent to the Assam Medical 
College & Hospital, Dibru-
garh for treatment.

Chief Minister Pema 
Khandu has expressed shock 
and grief over death of the 
worker.

While extending condo-
lences to the bereaved fam-
ily members, Khandu today 
announced ex-gratia relief to 
the next of kin as per the laid 
down norms.

He also wished speedy 
recovery of the injured.

Meanwhile, the chief 
minister cautioned officials 
and workers engaged in 
maintenance and construc-
tion of high voltage power 
lines to maintain extreme 
caution so that such un-
fortunate incidents do not 
reoccur.

Agartala, May 16 (IANS): 
Tripura Chief Minister Bi-
plab Kumar Deb has asked 
for the fencing work along 
India-Bangladesh border 
to be completed on a “war 
footing”, an officials said 
here on Wednesday.

Deb, accompanied by 
senior officials, on Tues-
day visited various areas of 
the bordering Sonamura 
(in western Tripura) and 
held a meeting with top 
officials of the Border Se-
curity Force (BSF), Tripura 
Police and district admin-
istration. He also reviewed 
the progress of work on 
the barbed wire border 
fencing.

“In the review meet-
ing, the Chief Minister has 
asked the senior officials 
and construction compa-
nies to complete the works 
of border fencing along 
India-Bangladesh fron-
tier,” an official of Sepahi-
jala district administration 
said.

Deb, who also holds 
the home portfolio, asked 
the officials not to tolerate 
any obstruction during 
the border construction 
work.

The officials apprised 
the Chief Minister that 
land acquisition has been 
completed. The fencing 
would be single-line in 
some parts and double-
line in other portions.

Chief Secretary San-
jeev Ranjan, Director Gen-
eral of Police Akhil Kumar 
Shukla and Inspector Gen-
eral of BSF Hemant Kumar 
Lohia, among other of-
ficers, accompanied the 
Chief Minister during his 
visit to the border areas.

After the meeting, Deb 

told the media that he 
would take up the matter 
with the Central govern-
ment to ensure expedi-
tious work on the border 
fencing.

“Tripura’s border areas 
with Bangladesh in some 
parts are still unfenced 
at Sepahijala and Dhalai 
districts,” a home depart-
ment official said.

The government has 
completed over 90 per 
cent of fencing work along 
Tripura’s 856 km interna-
tional border with Bang-
ladesh.

The Tripura home 
department said houses, 
homesteads, farm land 
and various others prop-
erties of a large number 
of families have fallen on 
the other side of the fence, 
resulting in numerous 
problems, including un-
certainty and insecurity.

The Indian side of the 
International Border pass-
es through West Bengal 
(2,216 km), Assam (263 
km), Meghalaya (443 km), 
Tripura (856 km) and Mi-
zoram (318 km).

India started construc-
tion of the fence and flood 
lights along the 4,096-km 
India-Bangladesh border 
around 22 years ago to 
curb cross-border move-
ment of terrorists, stop 
infiltration and check vari-
ous border crimes, smug-
gling and illegal trade. 

The mountainous ter-
rain, dense forests, river-
ine and other hindrances 
make the borders porous 
and vulnerable, enabling 
militants, illegal immi-
grants and intruders cross 
over without any major 
hurdles.

Mirror Crossword 1820sud0ku 1660
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1819

ACROSS
1. Russian country house
6. Actress ____ Merrill
10. Prefix meaning alongside or 

similar
14. Angers
15. Already cited
16. Ends a prayer
17. Yellow Dutch cheeses
18. Quote
19. Town (slang)
20. People with above average 

intelligence
22. City in the Bahamas
24. Commune with God
25. Hears with attention
26. Season
29. Male offspring
30. Woodwind instrument
31. Becoming greater or more 

numerous
37. Equip with better weapons
39. Mineral bearing rock
40. Kind of tooth
41. Fatiguing
44. Thomas ____ Edison
45. Central American Common 

Market
46. Subsided or ceased
48. Seduce or corrupt
52. Frauds
53. Powerful flow
54. City of birth
58. Smile
59. Supplements with difficulty
61. Motion picture
62. Mountain (abbrev.)
63. Rubber wheel
64. Inactive
65. Beers
66. Specifications (abbrev.)
67. Largest asteroid

 
DOWN
1. Sediment
2. Assistant
3. Tribe
4. Bugs, lice and aphids
5. State confidently
6. Potentially hazardous (slang)
7. Wading bird
8. Louse
9. Purine base found in DNA
10. Makers of Blue Ribbon Beer
11. Entertain in a playful way
12. Broadcasted again 

13. Black hornless beef cattle
21. Indian dress
23. State in northwest India
25. Actress Sophia _____
26. Scraped or rubbed
27. Wild goat
28. Built the Ark
29. Loosely woven cotton cloth
32. V-shaped cut in wood
33. Metamorphic rock also 

called Steatite
34. Ailments
35. Central part of a church
36. Graduate (abbrev.)

38. Protective secretion
42. Small bags
43. Steal
47. Deficient in red blood cells
48. Doctrine
49. Enlist
50. Salt water
51. Parental sisters
52. Cosecant (abbrev.)
54. Not there
55. Finished
56. Metal thread
57. Meshes
60. Currency of Laos

solutions to suD0ku 1659

More than 24 orgs. protest Citizenship Amendment Bill
24 hrs KA bandh on May 19

KPLT blames state and central govts. for taking no initiative 

5 minor boys rescued; 2 
traffickers held in Assam

Worker electrocuted during 
installation of electric 
poles in Arunachal village

Finish border fencing 
work on war footing, 
says Tripura CM

News IN BrIef
Manipur to soon launch air  
ambulance service — Minister
Imphal, May 16 (IANS): Manipur will soon launch 
an air ambulance service to reach out to the hill 
and rural areas that are difficult to access by roads, 
Health Minister L. Jayentakumar said on Wednes-
day. Governor Najma Heptulla said that she had 
requested Prime Minister Narendra Modi for an air 
ambulance service for far-off villages with poor road 
connectivity, to which Modi readily agreed. Doctors 
and paramedics will be able to visit remote areas in 
case of epidemics and emergency cases with medi-
cine supplies, once the service is launched.

CBI nabs ONGC official in As-
sam for accepting bribe
Guwahati, May 16 (IANS): A senior official of oil 
major ONGC was arrested by the Central Bureau of 
investigation (CBI) on Wednesday for accepting a 
bribe of Rs two lakh from an individual for clearing 
his bill. A statement issued by the CBI here said that 
the accused A.K Singh, Deputy General Manager 
(D), ONGC, Assam Asset, in Sivasagar, was arrested 
based on a statement by a complainant who accused 
Singh of demanding a bribe of Rs 2 lakh for pass-
ing his pending bills. “The accused was caught red 
handed while he was demanding and accepting an 
illegal gratification of Rs 2 lakhs from the complain-
ant,” the CBI said. The accused will be produced 
before a Special CBI Judge in Guwahati on Thursday.  
The Central investigating agency said that searches 
were being conducted at the residential and official 
address of Singh.

Mizoram police seize 13 gold bis-
cuits smuggled from Myanmar
Aizawl, May 16 (PTI): Mizoram police have seized 
13 gold biscuits reportedly smuggled from Myanmar 
at Zembawk near Aizawl on Monday night, a police 
statement said here today. Police department’s 
public relations officer (PRO) said that the seized 
gold weighing 13 kg was worth around Rs 4.29 crore 
on the prevailing rate of gold bullion. One Lalbi-
akthuama (24) was arrested in this connection for 
allegedly concealing the gold biscuits in his jacket. 
He was handed over to the officials of the Customs 
department of Aizawl division.

Man dies after falling into gorge 
from bridge
Tura(Meghalaya), May 16 (PTI): A man was killed 
after he fell into a gorge from a dilapidated timber 
bridge in West Garo Hills district, police said today. 
The man identified as 36-year-old Anand Borah fell 
down from the old Rogkhon bridge on the outskirts 
of Tura after his car got stuck in the bridge last night, 
they said. “We received information this morning 
about the incident after which a police team visited 
the spot. The body of the victim was recovered and 
has been taken for post mortem and details are 
awaited,” said Superintendent of Police of West Garo 
Hills, Dr MGR Kumar. Police reports said that the car 
that Borah was driving got stuck near the end of the 
bridge. “We are of the opinion that as it was night 
he may have got down to check his car and as there 
was no timber, he missed his footing and fell down 
the gorge and may have died due to the fall. We will 
be able to provide further details after investigation,” 
the SP added.

Probe ordered into deaths of 
prisoners
Guwahati, May 16 (PTI): The Kamrup Metropolitan 
district administration has ordered separate inquir-
ies into the deaths of two septuagenarian prisoners 
of the Central Jail, Guwahati, an official release said 
here. The two convicts had died last month in two 
hospitals in Guwahati and separate probe orders 
were given for the two deaths. Abdul Sabhan, aged 
76, expired at the B Barooah Cancer Institute here 
on April 24 during treatment, while Raj Karan Singh, 
70, died at the Gauhati Medical College Hospital the 
previous day, the release said. Sabhan, who hailed 
from Morigaon district, had been transferred to Gu-
wahati from Morigaon District Jail on August 9 last 
year for better medical treatment. Singh was from 
Kamrup Metropolitan district and he was admitted 
to hospital on April 23 because of his illness and he 
died on the same day, it said.
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Markets end lower as Karnataka, 
Korea keep investors on edge

Petrol crosses INR 75 per litre in DelhiITC net profit 
up 10% in Q4
Kolkata, May 16 (IANS): 
Cigarette-to-FMCG ma-
jor ITC Ltd on Wednes-
day reported a close to 10 
per cent increase in net 
profit to Rs 2,932.71 crore 
in the quarter ended on 
March 31, compared with 
Rs 2,669.47 crore in the 
year-ago period.

On a comparable 
basis, gross sales dur-
ing the quarter stood 
at Rs 17,933.48 crore, 
representing a growth 
of 3.6 per cent, over Rs 
17,315.75 crore in the 
corresponding period of 
2016-17.

“Gross sales value 
excluding agri business 
grew by 5.7 per cent 
driven by FMCG others 
and hotels. Agri business 
growth was impacted on 
account of a high base 
(imported wheat trad-
ing), limited trading op-
portunities in agri com-
modities such as wheat, 
soya, coffee and lower 
leaf exports during the 
quarter,” the company 
said in a statement.

Revenue from ciga-
rettes during the March 
quarter fell by almost 45 
per cent to Rs 4,936.45 
crore over Rs 8,954.94 
crore in same period of 
previous fiscal. Its ciga-
rette revenue during 
the year ended March 
31, also decreased by 32 
per cent to Rs 22,894.01 
crore.

The company said 
the punitive and dis-
criminatory taxation 
and the regulatory re-
gime continues to exert 
severe pressure on the 
domestic legal cigarette 
industry even as illegal 
cigarette trade has been 
growing unabated.

“The legal cigarette 
industry, already reeling 
under the cumulative im-
pact of a steep increase 
in taxation over the last 
five years and intense 
regulatory pressures, was 
further impacted by the 

sharp upward revision in 
GST Compensation Cess 
announced in July 2017,” 
the company said.

In the segment--FM-
CG-Others--its revenue 
rose to Rs 3,051.82 crore 
during the quarter as 
against Rs 2,885.76 crore 
in the corresponding pe-
riod of previous year.

Despite the challeng-
ing conditions prevailing 
during the year, the com-
pany’s FMCG-Others 
businesses Segment Rev-
enue at Rs 11,329 crore 
recorded an increase of 
11.3 per cent (on a com-
parable basis) on a rela-
tively firm base.

Its board of directors 
recommended a divi-
dend of Rs 5.15 per ordi-
nary share of Re 1 each 
for the financial year 
ended on March 31, 2018.

The company posted 
a standalone net profit 
of Rs 11,223.25 crore 
in 2017-18 (FY18), up 
by 10 per cent from Rs 
10,200.90 crore in the 
previous financial year.

On a comparable ba-
sis, gross sales value (net 
of rebates/discounts) 
stood at Rs 67,081.92 
crore in FY18, represent-
ing a growth of 4.5 per 
cent driven mainly by the 
branded packaged foods, 
personal care and the 
education and stationery 
products businesses off-
set by the decline in agri 
business revenue, the 
company said.

“Gross sales value 
and post-tax profit for 
the year up by 4.5 per 
cent and 10 per cent 
respectively, amidst a 
sharp slowdown in the 
economy, steep increase 
in tax incidence on ciga-
rettes, subdued demand 
conditions in the FMCG 
industry, shortage of to-
bacco crop in Andhra 
Pradesh and lack of trad-
ing opportunities in the 
agri business,” it said in a 
statement.

Mumbai, May 16 (PTI): Benchmarks 
stayed on the back foot for the second 
straight session on Wednesday as post-
poll uncertainty in Karnataka and flar-
ing up of tensions on the Korean penin-
sula sapped investor optimism.

Banking stocks were battered after 
scam-scarred Punjab National Bank 
(PNB) posted a record loss for the 
March quarter amid the government 
tightening the screws on some senior 
public sector bankers.

The BSE Sensex sank 156.06 points 
to end at 35,387.88, while the Nifty lost 
60.75 points to 10,741.10

Jockeying for power intensified in 
Karnataka, with both the JD(S)-Con-
gress combine and the BJP trying to 
outmanoeuvre each other in the race 
for forming the government.

Globally, most Asian markets fell af-
ter North Korea unexpectedly cancelled 
high-level talks with Seoul and threat-
ened to call off the much anticipated 
summit with the U.S., reigniting ten-
sions on the peninsula.

The 30-share Sensex opened lower 
at 35,452.35 points and moved between 
35,241.63 and 35,543.89 before finally 
finishing at 35,387.88, down by 156.06 
points, or 0.44%.

The 50-share NSE Nifty too stayed 
in the red through the session and set-
tled 60.75 points, or 0.56% lower at 
10,741.10. Intra-day, it moved between 
10,699.70 and 10,790.45.

On the macro front, India’s trade 
deficit widened to $13.7 billion in April, 
which further hit sentiment, brokers 
said.

New Delhi, May 16 (IANS): Petrol prices 
continued to rise across the country on 
Wednesday and crossed the Rs 75 per 
litre mark in the national capital.

The fuel was priced at Rs 75.10 per 
litre in Delhi, the highest since it hit Rs 
76.06 a litre in September 2013.

In the other metropolitan cities of 
Kolkata, Mumbai and Chennai also, 
petrol prices were at fresh multi-year 
high levels of Rs 77.79, Rs 82.94 and Rs 
77.93 per litre respectively, data from 

the Indian Oil Corporation (IOC) web-
site showed.

The previous highs in these cities 
were Rs 78.03 (Kolkata, August 2014), Rs 
83.62 (Mumbai, September 2013) and 
Rs 79.55 (Chennai, September 2013) re-
spectively.

Similarly, prices of diesel also 
touched fresh record levels on Wednes-
day. In Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata and 
Chennai, the fuel was sold at Rs 66.57, 
Rs 69.11, Rs 70.88 and 70.25 per litre.

D
-5

41
1

D
-5

41
3

RAM JANAKI HR. SEC. SCHOOL
ARTS : ONLY GIRLS COM : BOTH BOYS & GIRLS

THAKURBARI, G.S. ROAD, DIMAPUR   

ADMISSION NOTICE FOR CLASS : 11 (ARTS & COMMERCE) 2018

1. Issuing of Application Forms & Prospectus   : Already going on (9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.)
2. Criteria for Direct Admission 
a) COMMERCE : Students under overall average C1 grade and above with  
 minimum 50% marks in English & 55% marks in Maths, subject to  
 personal interview.
b) ARTS (Only Girls) : Direct Admission on the basis of HSLC Result’18 and interview.
3. Last Date for Direct Admission  : Till 31stMay’18 (Subject to availability of seats)
4. Begin of Regular Classes  : 5th June’18.
5. Grant of Scholarship for meritorious students.
N.B. : Repeaters & Break in studies (Gap Cases) students need not apply for 
Commerce stream.
For details – Refer Notice-Board / Contact office.  Phone No. (03862) 226647/233732

 Hostel facilities available under the care of the Principal.

Sd/- PrincipalD-5412

GOVT. HIGHER SECONDARY SCHOOL, JOTSOMA
Estd : 1968

INVITATION
The managing board, staffs and students of GHSS, Jotsoma solicit your 
gracious and honourable presence on the occasion of our GOLDEN JUBILEE 
CELEBRATION on 7th Sept,2018 (Friday) at the school premises.

NEITHONGULIE NAGI
Convener, Information & Publicity Committee,  

GHSS, Jotsoma.K-1682

IN THE COURT OF PRINCIPAL DISTRICT & SESSIONS JUDGE
DIMAPUR NAGALAND

NOTICE INVITING CLAIMS/ OBJECTIONS OF OTHER CLAIMANT(S) 
FOR ISSUE OF SUCCESSION CERTIFICATE UNDER PART-I OF INDIAN 
SUCCESSION ACT 1925.
Whereas application under Succession Act 1925 for grant of Succession 
Certificate for the estate/ pension benefits of Late. Rongsenmatong & 
Lt. Tatongrenla has been applied by Smti Tsuktinungla Tsudi D/o Lt. 
Rongsenmatong & Lt. Tatongrenla R/o. H/No Lake View Colony 
Dimapur Nagaland for possession of:
1. P.P.O No- NL/F/SF/3471
2. LPG Card No- 6024600010 (Zinyu Gas Agency)
Notice is hereby given that any person having interest in the administration 
of the estate/ pension benefits of the said deceased may if he/she so desire 
appear in this court on or before the said day of 15th June 2018.
Given under the hand and seal of the court this 16th May 2018.

NEIKO KANUO 
Principal District & Sessions Judge

Dimapur: NagalandD- 5414

S/C NO.82/18NOTICE

AFFIDAVIT 
I, Smti. PETENEINO K ALEM, D/o, KHRIELIE ALEM, resident of Agri Colony, Below Stella 
Higher Secondary School, Dist-Kohima, Nagaland,797112 do hereby solemnly affirm and 
declare as under: 

1. That I am a bonafide citizen of India.
2. That in Republic of India Passport bearing No-F2188506 my name has been 

erroneously entered as "PETENINO P ALEM" and my mother's name has been 
entered as "MENDI JAMIR" However, the correct usage of my name as per my 
academic records is "PETENEINO K ALEM" and my mother's name is "AMENLA 
BENDANG".

3. That henceforth, my name shall be used and be called as, "PETENEINO K ALEM" 
and my mother's name shall be used and be called as "AMENLA BENDANG" for all 
official correspondence. 

4. That the statements made in para 1-3 in this affidavit are all true and correct to the 
best of my knowledge, belief and no part of it is false. 

And I sign this affidavit on this 16th day of May 2018. 
DEPONENT

TIAKABA
NOTARY PUBLIC 

BEFORE THE JUDICIAL MAGISTRATE / NOTARY PUBLIC 
DIMAPUR: NAGALANDRegd.No.847/18  Date 16/05/2018

D-5415

 K-1683 NO. NSACS/ADMN-TI/2016-17/4975   /Dated Kohima, the 16th May 2018

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
NAGALAND STATE AIDS CONTROL SOCIETY

NAGALAND: KOHIMA

ADVERTISEMENT:
Request for Proposal is hereby invited from NGOs/ CBOs empanelled by Nagaland State 
AIDS Control Society interested to implement Targeted Intervention (TI) Program in the below 
mentioned area and district. Preference will be given to the empanelled NGO/CBO from the 
respective district.

The empanelled NGOs/ CBOs are to conduct need assessment and submit detail proposal for 
implementation of the TI. Proposal is to be submitted in the prescribed NACO TI proposal format 
which will be made available from the Nagaland State AIDS Control Society (NSACS) Office on 
request. The proposal should reach the undersigned on or before 30th May 2018.

Sl. No. Target Population Area of Intervention/ District No. of Project
1. Injecting Drug Users Thonokyu, Tuensang 1

SD/- DR. NGANGSHIMEREN
Project DirectorKG-2521

email: industrynaga@gmail.com, e-fax: 08468825666 
www.industry.nagaland.gov.in

  ADVERTISEMENT
Dated Kohima, the 16th May, 2018

NO.IND/TRG/H-LOOM/87/90-91(Vol-I): Applications are hereby invited from indigenous candidates of Nagaland 
between the age of 15-23 years as on 16-07-2018 and up to 25 years in case of ST/SC candidates with a 
minimum qualifications of HSLC/SSC/SSLC or equivalent examination passed in a single sitting with English 
as a subject for undergoing 3(three) years Diploma Course in Handloom & Textile Technology commencing 
from 16th July 2018 at the Indian Institute of Handloom Technology, Jawahar Nagar, Khanapara, Guwahati.
Necessary detailed information and prescribed application forms may be collected from the office of the 
Directorate of Industries & Commerce (Room No.73, Top Floor), Nagaland, Kohima during the office hours. 
The last date for submission of form is on or before 5 June, 2018. No separate calling letter will be issued.

Sd/-
(I.Bendangliba)

Director of Industries & Commerce
Issued by DIPR

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
DIRECTORATE OF INDUSTRIES & COMMERCE

KG-2523

F.No.22- 4 / 2018 – TS.III
Government of India

Ministry of Human Resource Development
Department of Higher Education

Appointment of Director, one each, in NIT - Delhi and NIT - Arunachal Pradesh

The Director, being the academic as well as administrative head, is expected to be: 

Salary and Service Conditions 

Procedure for appointment 

National Institutes of Technology (NITs) located at Delhi and Arunachal Pradesh are Institutions 
of National Importance. 

Shri K. Rajan, Under Secretary, 
Department of Higher Education, Ministry of HRD, 
Room No.429-A, 'C' Wing, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi-110115. 

"Application for the post of Director, NIT-Delhi and NIT-Arunachal Pradesh", should be super-
scribed on the envelope. 
In case 30th day falls on a holiday / series of holidays, then the last date of receipt of application will 
be the next working day. This Department is not responsible for any kind of postal delay. 

•	 A	visionary	with	proven	 leadership	qualities,	administrative	capabilities	as	well	as	 teaching	
and research credentials. 

•		 Having	Ph.D.	degree	with	first	class	degree	at	Bachelor's	and	Master's	level	in	Engineering	/	
Technology. In case of candidates who have obtained Ph.D. directly after B.E. / B.Tech., they 
should have obtained 1st class at Bachelor's level in Engineering / Technology. 

•	 The	candidate	shall	be	an	eminent	person	in	his	/	her	field	of	specialisation	with	an	outstanding	
academic record throughout. 

•	 The	candidate	shall	have	15	years	experience	in	Teaching	/	Industry	/	Research	out	of	which	
10 years must be at the level of Professor or above in a reputed educational Institute, Industry, 
Research Organisations. 

•	 Preferably	not	more	than	65	years	of	age	as	on	the	closing	date	of	receipt	of	applications	of	this	
advertisement. 

•	 The	post	carries	a	pay	of	Rs.2,10,000/-	(Fixed)	per	month	with	Special	Allowance	of	Rs.5000/-	
and other usual allowances. 

•	 The	terms	and	conditions	of	the	services	will	be	those	as	set	forth	in	the	Act,	Statutes	and	
Ordinances of the Institute. 

•	 Appointment	will	be	made	from	a	panel	of	names	recommended	by	a	Committee	constituted	
under the provisions of NITSER Act, 2007 and Statutes. 

•	 The	advertisement	and	the	format	of	application	are	available	on	the	websites	http://mhrd.
gov.in and www.nitdelhi.ac.in 

•	 Persons	employed	in	Government	Departments	/	Autonomous	Organisations	/	Public	Sector	
Undertakings / Universities should send their application(s) in the prescribed  proforma 
together with Vigilance Clearance / No Objection Certificate from parent Organisation / 
Department withi6n 30 days from the date of the publication of this advertisement in the 
Employment News Paper, by Registered / Speed Post to: 

DAVP 21275/11/0002/1819

Department of Telecommunications
Ministry of Communications

Government of India

3. Eligibility 

2. Nature of Awards 

4. Nominations  

Nominations for Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay
Telecom Skill Excellence Award 2018

For more information please contact: 
Director (SD), DOT, Room No.1315, 13th Floor, Sanchar Bhawan,20, Ashok Road, New Delhi- 
110001, Tel-01123326367 ,email: dirsde-dot@gov.in 

The applicant shall have significant contribution in any of the fields specified in para-1 above. For 
further details, please read the 'Regulations' and nomination form which can be downloaded 
from the website: www.dot.gov.in  

The nominations shall be sent in the prescribed format only. The last date of receipt of nominations 
is 2nd July 2018 3:00 p.m. 

1.  The Department of Telecommunications (Ministry of Communications) invites nominations 
for Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay Telecom Skill Excellence Award 2018 from the citizens of 
India for their special contributions in the last 3 years, in the areas of Telecom Skilling, Telecom 
Services, Telecom Manufacturing, Telecom Applications in deploying telecom dependent sectoral 
solutions for different fields such as agriculture, commerce, health, education etc. 

The scheme shall have following cash awards and citation: 

No Prizes Cash Award Number of prizes
1 First Prize Rs 50,000/- 01
2 Second Prize Rs 30,000/- 02
3 Third Prize Rs 20,000/- 05

In addition to the cash awards and the citation stated above, the awardees will also be paid 
towards travelling, boarding, lodging and incidental expenses. All awardees shall be reimbursed 
to the extent limited to AC IInd Class train fare from his / her station of normal residence to the 
station where the Award Function is held. They will also be paid Rs 7,500/-towards boarding, 
lodging and other incidental expenses. 

DAVP 06201/11/0003/1819
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Pertinent Questions
A

lthough the Naga Society is at the moment go-
ing through a period of uncertainty it should 
not be taken as a sign of worst times ahead 
but indeed for the better. For the last half a 

century Nagas in totality were never convinced in the 
permanence of the statehood, some openly and some 
in private but it was almost unanimous no doubt. The 
free independent tribal life enjoyed over the centuries 
was part of the Naga ethos that was not very easy to get 
rid of from the Naga though converted to Christianity 
and along with it received Western education. So it is 
expected in all quarters that finally it will culminate 
with the Government of India signing yet another set-
tlement with the Nagas.

The peace talks between the government and the 
NSCN (IM) for the last 20 years was a subject of severe 
criticism due to the long years taken for the it to com-
plete and it also became a subject to mock both the par-
ties by a few. Now post August 2015, with an impending 
peace deal in the offing, the only voices remaining are 
those that have turned out to be more of speculations. 
Everyone has their right to expression but a topic as 
serious as something where the future of a people de-
pends should not be a subject of speculations. Unless 
the masses are all considered to be well informed and 
truly understands the gravity of the situation, which 
is not so at present, speculations only paints a com-
pletely different picture creating anxiety and apprehen-
sions in the minds of the people. Though not intended 
it becomes one of the first steps to engineer a mass 
movement which at some point of time becomes un-
controllable as any study on crowd psychology would 
show. The illusion of the common enemy always was 
successful throughout history to muster an army. The 
seriousness of the matter that pertains to our future 
actually is reason enough not to speculate on part of 
the people. On the other hand those representing the 
Nagas in the talks should also ensure that they do not 
lose the confidence of people. There lies the problem 
and the arguments of legitimacy and mandate are al-
ready being discussed in the public domain and it is 
only expected to worsen the more the final settlement 
is delayed.

However, giving the benefit of doubt to the govern-
ment of India and the NSCN (IM), it is expected of both 
the parties to bring the final agreement for the people 
to agree/vote on. It is also expected that the final set-
tlement will accommodate the other groups that are 
not in the talks at present. That time the actual power 
of the people among the Nagas will be truly tested and 
all the groups are also expected to honour the will of the 
people.

At such a juncture, if there are going to be changes 
in the system,  it is but very relevant for all the Nagas to 
ask the five questions that former British MP Late Tony 
Benn use to ask wherever he spoke during his lifetime. 
The former MP who was an anti-colonialist, openly so-
cialist and who campaigned against his inherited peer-
age to continue in the House of Commons had this to 
say;

“If one meets a powerful person…. ask them five 
questions”:

What power have you got?
Where did you get it from?
In whose interests do you exercise it?
To whom are you accountable?
And how can we get rid of you?
He then adds “If you cannot get rid of the people 

who govern you, you do not live in a democratic sys-
tem”.

Saurabh Katkurwar | IANS

Rev. Fr Paul Lelen Haokip

Demand for Eco-Friendly Fabrics 
Propels Organic Cotton Farming in India

Naga Club — ClarificationsVision, Mission, Values

Speech of NNC President on 67th Anniversary of Naga Plebiscite

B
arku Jairam, a 55-year-old 
farmer from Barwani of Mad-
hya Pradesh, has taken up culti-
vating organic cotton, which he 

claims, has significantly brought down 
input costs besides ensuring a decent 
yield.

The demand for organic cotton from 
global apparel companies has prompted 
1,000-odd farmers in the state to switch 
to eco-farming to grow cotton using bio-
fertilisers and pesticides manufactured 
from medicinal plants.

The C&A foundation -- the corpo-
rate foundation of fashion retail cloth-
ing chain C&A -- has tied up with a few 
non-profits in the country to promote 
organic cotton farming as a part of its ef-
forts to procure sustainable raw material 
for its business.

Although yields from organic farm-
ing are lower than by using Genetically 
Modified (GM) seed, chemical fertilisers 
and pesticides, the negligible input cost 
makes it a profitable business, Jairam 
said.

“Till three years ago, I would earn up 
to Rs 27,000 per acre when I used GM 
hybrid seeds but the input cost would 

be around Rs 20,000 due to expensive 
chemical pesticides and fertilisers. 

“Now, I earn around Rs 20,000 per 
acre but the input cost has reduced to 
just Rs 5,000,” Jairam told IANS.

Farmers like Jairam produce bio-
fertiliser for free from manure and agri-
cultural waste from their fields and pes-
ticides from extracts of medicinal plants 
such as neem, karanj (pongamia), ratan-
jot (alkanet root), besharam (ipomoea) 
and custard apple leaves along with cow 
urine. 

Non-profits Aga Khan Foundation 
and Action for Social Advancement are 
helping the C&A Foundation in promot-
ing and procuring organic cotton.

According to the Union Agriculture 
Ministry, 30.01 million bales (of 170 kg 
each) of cotton -- roughly 5.1 billion 
tonnes -- were produced in the coun-
try in 2015-16. The ministry, however, 
doesn’t give out the breakup of organi-
cally grown cotton vs other methods.

At 60,184 tonnes, India was the larg-
est organic cotton producer in the world 
in 2015-16, accounting for 56 per cent of 
the total production of 107,980 tonnes 
while Madhya Pradesh accounted for 24 
per cent, as per the C&A Foundation. Or-
ganic cotton accounted for less than one 

per cent of cotton produced globally.
Another farmer, Dhansingh Ghana, 

said hybrid seeds for organic farming 
were provided for free for first three 
years by the foundation as incentives to 
make them self-reliant.

“Even if we will have to pay for seeds 
now, the input cost would not be much 
as major components such as bio-ferti-
lisers and pesticides are still free,” said 
Ghana.

According to these farmers, who had 
come to the state’s capital Bhopal to at-
tend an event on organic farming, the 
foundation gave them Rs 200-300 more 
per quintal when compared with the 
government rates. 

Anita Chester, Head of Sustainable 
Raw Materials of C&A Foundation, said 
the negative impact of climate change 
has driven brands across the globe to 
look for sustainable alternatives.

“The way climate change is impact-
ing all of us, the whole industry thinks 
that the businesses have to be more re-
sponsible. 

“In this inequitable world, there is 
growing consciousness that there has 
to be more equity in what we do. This 
is what drives the brands to push them-
selves and set targets to source sustain-

able materials,” she said.
Organic cotton production needs 93 

per cent less water as compared to the 
conventional cotton cultivation, accord-
ing to the foundation.

It also said the climate change im-
pact is of 338.5 kg CO2 equivalent by or-
ganic cotton as opposed to 680.2 kg CO2 
equivalent by conventional cotton.

The brands have sustainability com-
mitment and so the demand for organic 
material is very strong now, said Chester.

Chester said her foundation sup-
ports the farmers who want to go organ-
ic through capacity building and help-
ing them in getting certification, which 
helps them to link with the markets.

While there are hurdles such as 
non-availability of seeds, lack of input 
agencies, poor market links for organic 
farming, the foundation is bringing all 
stakeholders, including the government 
to cross the barriers, she said.

Faiz Kidwai, Managing Director of 
the Madhya Pradesh Agriculture Mar-
keting Board, sought a fixed price for 
farmers to promote organic cotton.

(Saurabh Katkurwar was in Bhopal 
at the invitation of C&A Foundation. 

He can be contacted at saurabh.k@
ians.in) 

C
ertain controversies come to haunt the NAGA 
CLUB from time to time. Even individual opinions 
on the Club and its history given in public domain 
at times are found to compound certain confu-

sions and to the extent of destroying facts.
The Naga Club, therefore, in the meeting convened on 

Thursday May 10, 2018 decided on whatever may be the in-
tention of those who take interest in sharing their personal 
opinions on the Naga Club pertaining to issues so raised 
and give the following clarifications:

1. The nomenclature of NAGA CLUB and its history 
speaks for itself that the club was formed as an inclusive 
socio-political club and not as an exclusive European Club 
of recreation and entertainment.

2. Mr. A Kevichusa on 28 June 1983 recorded about 
the beginning of the Club which says, ‘It was for general 
interest of Naga people that the first Naga Club was estab-
lished by stalwarts Hisale, Levi, Khosa and others and the 
same should be maintained.’ It has also been recorded that 
the Club was taken care of by seven different gentlemen 
as Caretaker, successively from 1918 to 1966. Today, Mr. 
Khyomo Lotha, Ex-MP is the only one who is still alive from 
amongst the Caretakers.

3. After a period of sixteen years from then, the 
Naga Elders Conference convened a public meeting on 
7 January, 1982 at the Kohima Village Panchayat Hall and 
six Office Bearers of the Naga Club were elected. But from 
amongst those Office Bearers, Mr. Kewezü Mero is the only 
surviving member today. There is immense justification in 
being grateful for their reasonable services.

4. There has been no record that the Naga Club has 
ever conducted any membership drive since its inception. 
Furthermore, the Club also remained dormant for some-
times. 

5. For this reason, some concerned persons belong-
ing to various Naga Tribes therefore, with a humble aim of 
reviving the Club met several times and finally convened 
a meeting inviting representative of various Naga Tribes of 
Nagaland on 2 June, 2017 and duly elected the existing Of-
fice Bearers of the Naga Club. They are, therefore, compe-
tent to convene Naga Club Meeting as necessary.

6. Moreover, it is highly regrettable to see that some 
of the most respected Naga citizens such as Ex-Speaker 
of NLA, Ex-MP, retired senior bureaucrats, etc were being 
termed as Dick and Tom Nagas by a senior citizen of Naga-
land. It is perhaps not the language of a noble senior citi-
zen.

7. It is finally to state that the existing members of 
the Naga Club are jointly resolute to protect the legacy and 
history of the Club for the interest of the people of Naga-
land under any circumstances.

Issued by the Naga Club

“Now that we have learned to fly in the air like birds 
and dive in the sea like fish. Only one thing remains 

– to learn to live on earth like humans.” 
(George Bernard Shaw)

The very fact that you are able to read shows that 
your physical eye vision is fine. Your action of 
actually opening this page to read is a mission in 

miniature. The thought of trying to practice the lesson 
from these pages so as to uphold yourself and other 
will form part of the values. If you are a keen observ-
er, you will notice that every organization, institute, 
company or firm has its Vision Mission Values (VMV) 
Statement clear and loud. This becomes their pass-
port that travels to the hands and eyes of prospective 
customers or employees or admirers. This represents 
them strongly in many ways. This is the Identity Card, 
this is the message. 
Vision: A concrete goal set to be achieved in the near 
future is called a vision. We hear words like – a vision-
ary man, vision of the village, vision for the youth club, 
vision of this political leader, a vision oriented work, 
etc. All these words speak of a particular goal to be 
achieved within a set time. Vision is the reason a par-
ticular organization or institution lives and exists for. 
Vision is the one and only prime aim for the existence 
of a particular institute. An organization without vi-
sion has no meaning for its existence. It is just a mere 
number added to the society. On the other hand, a vi-
sion oriented organization is an asset to the society. For 
example – the vision of a particular educational insti-
tute is “Forming a nation of responsible individuals”.
Mission: Every vision has some implementable mech-
anism to achieve that priced vision. These day-to-day 
works are called ‘mission’. To reach the summit, one 
needs to take steps that are achievable and slowly 
but steadily move up the ladder to reach the summit. 
These works are done on need basis that are solely 
oriented towards achieving the Vision. For the above 
vision “Forming a nation of responsible individuals”, 
the mission could be – compulsorily educating every 
child in the vicinity of the educational institute, reten-
tion of the enrolled pupils, cut-down on dropout rate, 
seeking better educational avenues after the comple-
tion of tenth standard. This is not just minimum lit-
eracy but forming people with a view to sustainable 
livelihood and survival. This is one way of forming a 
nation of responsible individuals. 
Values: To achieve the Vision, we employ Mission 
hand-in-hand with Values. Values are helpers and 

principles you employ to achieve your Vision. These 
may be like – hard work, perseverance, transparency, 
generosity, truthfulness, service, dedication, etc. These 
are your well built support systems you use to achieve 
your Vision. Let your values lead you to walk daily, 
consistently to arrive at your priced goal. So, to arrive 
at “Forming a nation of responsible individuals”, you 
employ the above values. 
At a personal level: In our personal life too, we should 
carefully frame our own VMV. We have just but one 
life. This life is the most precious gift from God. We 
can either waste it or use it. We all try every means to 
protect and prolong this fragile life. Don’t we? Then, 
why not formulate a Vision Mission Values for your 
most precious gift? The VMV will differ from person to 
person, from profession to profession. 

Being the person you want to see and meet is a 
way of preparing as a good and responsible citizen. 
One such concrete way is to form your VMV. We all 
have choices in life. The courage of taking a leap for 
change is the solution. Even a new born child cries 
when out from that warm and cosy mother’s womb. 
But we cannot be at one place all the time. We need 
to move, for we have a vision formulated, a mission to 
accomplish and values to be faithfully guarded.

Sugar and salt may be mixed together but ants re-
ject the salt and carry away the sugar pieces for them-
selves. We are also surrounded with infinite choices 
and possibilities. The secret art is to select the right 
choices of life like making our MVM. Now you may. 
Do it even if it is a rough one. You can slowly modify 
and better it in the days to come by. 

Scientific researches tell us that, 60,000 thoughts 
passes through our mind on an average day. By writ-
ing down my top most desire, aim or goal on a given 
paper, rock or cloth – I send a red flag to my subcon-
scious mind that this thought is much more vital than 
the remaining 59,999 others. Then my mind takes the 
form of a guided missile looking out for the target us-
ing all the available opportunities. To achieve anything 
new and worthwhile, the recipe of enthusiasm is a key 
ingredient for it. Postponement is a slow poison of life. 
Seeing the target rather than the surrounding is the all 
road for getting the desired goal. And you know it. 

Write your own Vision, Mission, Values. Work for it. 
There is no one who can work for you. You are the sole 
actor. Why do you expect others to write your destiny 
when you can. You can. You should. 

(The writer is pursuing Master’s in Pastoral 
Management, JDV, Pune.  More details at www.

paullelenhaokip.com/www.thejoyofbeingmyself.
com)

Ladies and Gentlemen,
Today is the Naga Day of the 67th Anniversary of 

Naga Voluntary Plebiscite which took place with great 
enthusiasm by the Nagas in Kohima on May 16, 1951. 
We are thankful to God for all the time He is guiding 
the Naga people. Under the leadership of the Naga Na-
tional Council (NNC) President, A.Z. Phizo, made eve-
rything possible for the Nagas  to uphold their right in 
any circumstance. When a copy of Naga Plebiscite was 
delivered to the first Indian Prime Minister, Mr. Nehru, 
he was outraged. After that, an order “Dead or Alive” 
and put a price on Mr. Phizo’s head and sent his Armed 
Forces to Nagaland. Only when Mr. Phizo appeared in 
London, UK in 1960, Mr. Nehru was shocked and had 
to show that some Nagas were with him and immedi-
ately arranged the present puppet Nagaland state gov-
ernment with easy money. 

But since the Nagas are not demanding anything 
from India the bargaining is not there.  Nagas are living 
in their own country, no connection with India at any 
time. The first contact was in May 1947 by their repre-
sentatives from Constituent Assembly came to Kohima 
and talked to NNC inviting to join Indian Union but 
NNC categorically refused. After that they produced 
“Nine Point Agreement” but the word “agreement” was 
wrong. They always wanted to show the outside world 
that something to compromise between India and Na-
galand in all these years. The strange thing is that no 
honest Indian among a billion people. 

It is good to see that young people are concerned 
about the present situation and writing about their 
feeling and never ceasing to desperation. The right is 
on our side.  NNC is not a political group but it is the 
voice of the Nagas and keep watch the situation for the 
good of the people and put the people in harmony. The 
Governmental Executive power is vested in the Federal 
Government of Nagaland, which controls the nation. 

At present, the Indian Government is using ‘NSCN 
IM’ to bring division in the country and some of them 

have very little knowledge about Naga history but 
make them agreed to have a ‘framework agreement’ 
more than two years ago and kept it a secret. It is not 
a good sign.

Briefly about Naga history with the British: When 
the British decided to make peace with the Nagas in 
March 1880, the meeting took place at Mezoma on 27 
March, 1880. The meeting was cordial and the British 
official produced a written document. Naga repre-
sentative leader, Mr. Pelhu presented a live Tragopan 
to his British counterpart. In the course of the meet-
ing, Mr. Pelhu replied to them for the document and 
said “what you have written there we do not know but 
if you want to stay in our country do not disturb our 
way of life” and he refused to sign the document. So it 
became an oral agreement till 1947 when Great Britain 
relinquished her power in our part of the world. That 
lasted for 68 years with the stay of the British in part of 
our country. And the Nagas made a “unique history” by 
not signing the Written Treaty.  

The Nagas never lose their identity as Nagas. Dur-
ing the British time also they wrote about their Naga 
interpreters “scratch a Naga Dobashi (Angami) you will 
find a Naga”. The Nagas always maintain that they are 
a people in this world. Calling the Nagas as “savages” 
and “head hunters” were arrogant language from the 
whitemen, colonial attitude to others. Because long 
before the whiteman came to Naga country, Naga vil-
lages were stationary and well established. They were 
surprised to see the terrace fields well kept and canals 
were brought in from faraway places for the fields, and 
people were hospitable to strangers. 

 The Nagas are defending their country all these 
years. English word is descriptive and to use “indig-
enous” instead of tradition in dress and sports is mis-
leading others. If you call ‘indigenous’ means you are 
not a nation, but under foreign rule.

We all know that there is no common history be-
tween Nagaland and India and therefore to term our 

situation as “political problem” is wrong. In Naga Vol-
untary Plebiscite, almost one hundred percent de-
clared not to join India. Soon after India invaded Na-
galand.  Unexpected, but the challenge did not frighten 
the Nagas but rose to defend their country.  

The war went on almost ten years from 1954–1964 
till the Ceasefire Agreement was signed between the 
Federal Government of Nagaland and the Government 
of India in May 1964. Nagas are living in their own 
country but Indian Government still did not withdraw 
her army from Nagaland. Instead, repeatedly imposed 
the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, (AFSPA), 1958 
under article 355 of Indian constitution and surround-
ed Nagaland till today. We know we are a small nation 
but a big nation bullying a small one cannot be seen 
worthy of its stature. 

About the Naga inhabited areas, it is not a question 
of Naga integration that some people make it politics at 
present where you can lose your right. As far as Naga-
land is concerned, they are Nagas and will continue to 
be a Naga because they are not in disputed area where 
others can claim it. But they are Nagas all the time. No 
controversy. 

By the grace of God, Nagas are alive today if anyone 
could remember what our people have gone through 
in the hand of the Indian Armed Forces. They behaved 
like savages if not animals, yet our people carry on with 
our faith in God. Many died but their sacrifices bring 
back a normal life to our people today; that should be 
remembered always. 

We are a nation by our own right not given to us by 
others. There are many nations in this world inherited 
from their colonial masters, but difficult to adjust with 
one another. We should truly become a Christian na-
tion not by words but by action in faith.

May God Bless Nagaland.  Urra Uvie. 
Adinno Phizo

President,
Naga National Council.For all eternity, God’s love endures 

forever.

Someone in our Bible-study group suggested, “Let’s 
write our own psalms!” Initially, some protested 
that they didn’t have the flair for writing, but after 
some encouragement everyone wrote a moving po-

etic song narrating how God had been working in their lives. 
Out of trials, protection, provision, and even pain and tears 
came enduring messages that gave our psalms fascinating 
themes. Like Psalm 136, each psalm revealed the truth that 
God’s love endures forever. 

We all have a story to tell about God’s love—whether 
we write or sing or tell it. For some, our experiences may 
be dramatic or intense—like the writer of Psalm 136 who 
recounted how God delivered His people from captivity and 
conquered His enemies (vv. 10–15). Others may simply de-
scribe God’s marvelous creation: “who by his understanding 
made the heavens . . . spread out the earth upon the waters . 
. . made the great lights— . . . the sun to govern the day . . . 
the moon and stars to govern the night” (vv. 5–9).

Remembering who God is and what He has done brings 
out praise and thanksgiving that glorifies Him. We can then 
“[speak] to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs 
from the Spirit” (Ephesians 5:19) about the goodness of the 
Lord whose love endures forever! Turn your experience of 
God’s love into a praise song of your own and enjoy an over-
flow of His never-ending goodness. 

Lord, thank You for the world You made and for the 
blessings on my life. Fill my heart with gratitude and put 
words in my mouth to acknowledge and appreciate You.

DAILY
PATH

Praising God’s 
Goodness

BIBLE READ:   PSALM 136:1-15
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.  
His love endures forever.         

~  Psalm 136:1



There are serious concerns about the 
collection of biometric data for Aad-
haar cards in India and these must be 
allayed, a former State Department 

official who is considered an expert on social 
media and cyber-crime issues has stressed.

“I don’t want to meddle in India’s politics. 
But there are concerns (about collection of per-
sonal details for Aadhaar card),” Jared Cohen 
told IANS on the sidelines of the third annual 
BCTECH Summit here.

Cohen is currently the CEO and Found-
er of Jigsaw, a Google arm started to tackle 
threats to online security.

He conceded there are arguments on the 
merits of the Aadhaar system but there are 
also concerns that must be addressed.

Cohen did not want to comment on the 
case before the Supreme Court, whose con-
stitution bench has reserved judgement in the 
PIL which wants removal of the mandatory 
requirement of Aadhaar for enjoying benefits 
of government services and for opening of  
bank accounts and buying telephone services, 
among others. 

The petitioners have also expressed con-
cerns over the personal details of crores of  
card holders being accessed by unauthorised 
parties.

When asked what he expected from the 
Supreme Court judgement, Cohen repeated: 
“I don’t want to meddle in India’s politics.” 

Cohen was one of the members of policy 
planning staff of US Secretary of State Hil-
lary Clinton. He played a role in helping shape 
counter-radicalisation strategies and advised 
on US policy towards Iran and the Middle 
East.

Beginning in April 2009, Cohen aided del-
egations focused on connecting technology 
executives with local stakeholders in Iraq, Rus-
sia, Mexico, Congo, and Syria. He had also 
worked with another US Secretary of State, 
Condoleezza Rice.

In the midst of the June 2009 protests in 
Iran, Cohen sought to support the opposition 
in Iran. He contacted Twitter, requesting that 
the company not perform planned mainte-
nance that would have temporarily shut down 
service in Iran, because the protestors were us-
ing Twitter to maintain contact with the out-
side world.

According to Ryan Lizza from The New 

Yorker, “The move violated Obama’s rule of  
non-interference and White House officials 
were furious.” In an interview with Clinton, 
she “did not betray any disagreement with the 
President over Iran policy,” but “cited Cohen’s 
move with pride.”

While serving on the policy planning staff, 
Cohen became an advisor to Richard Hol-
brooke, who was the first Special Representa-
tive for Afghanistan and Pakistan. He took 
several trips with Holbrooke to Afghanistan, 
where he helped develop some of the early 
strategic communications strategies.

Cohen, 36, was among the early adopters 
of social media in the US government. In April 
2010, he had the third largest number of Twit-
ter followers in the US government, behind 
Barack Obama and Senator John McCain.

Earlier, speaking at the plenary session of  
the summit which began on Tuesday, Cohen 
said it was difficult to produce technology solu-
tion for more than 10 years with any certitude.

But what he observed was that change and 
innovation happens earlier and faster than ex-
pected. “We are constantly surprised at what 
innovation can do,” he told the gathering.

Participating in a session titled “The New 
Digital Age Transforming Businesses”, he said 

data was the most valuable man-made resourc-
es but cyber crimes were growing. 

Cohen described fake news as one of the 
many disinformation campaign to influence 
people accompanied by cyber-bullying and pa-
triotic trolling with government funding.

There are 194 countries actually attack-
ing each other on a daily basis which includes 
corporate espionage. “Information security 
breaches happen in real time before you can re-
alise. This is something states have to recognise 
and tackle. It is the challenge on the horizon.”

Speaking at the opening session, Anthony 
Salacito, Vice President, Education at Micro-
soft, said that teachers do not have to rethink 
about their role because of evolving technol-
ogy.

“Actually, it is the reverse. It is the recon-
gition that education is the engine of develop-
ment and learning has changed. The students’ 
generation today is called digital and the work-
place has changed,” he noted.

Salacito said Artificial Intelligence (AI) can 
play a role in every field.

“AI begins with data collection, display, 
prediction of outcomes and then drive out-
comes. How AI can drive human ingenuity 
potential and amplify it is the current trend,” 

he added.
He referred to “Project Sangam” intro-

duced in Andhra Pradesh and Kerala under 
which, students are initiated into why they 
learn and what they learn so that it just does 
not limit to getting them a job but building on 
skills to higher achievement. 

Salacito also talked about how Microsoft 
has developed learning tools that help dyslexic 
children read, a big empowerment of them.

BC TECH is an annual event that ena-
bles the wide talent in technology companies 
across the world come together and exchange 
ideas and enter into mutual tie ups. 

Over 270 companies including giants like 
Microsoft, Google and Amazon representing 
$200 billion in value are attending the event. 
British Columbia province in Canada is home 
to scores of start-ups as well as giants in tech-
nology. 

The three-day summit has been organised 
by Government of British Columbia and the 
BC Innovation Council (BCIC).

(V.S. Chandrasekar is in Vancouver on 
an invitation from Government of  British 

Columbia. He can be reached at  
chandru.v@ians.in) 

Some of the most impor-
tant decisions you will 
make in your lifetime 
will occur while you 

feel stressed and anxious. From 
medical decisions to financial 
and professional ones, we are 
often required to weigh up in-
formation under stressful condi-
tions. Take for example expect-
ant parents who need to make 
a series of important choices 
during pregnancy and labour 
– when many feel stressed. Do 
we become better or worse at 
processing and using informa-
tion under such circumstances?

My colleague Neil Garrett, 
now at the Princeton Neuro-
science Institute in New Jersey, 
and I ventured from the safety 
of our lab to fire stations in the 
state of Colorado to investigate 
how the mind operates under 
high stress. Firefighters’ work-
days vary quite a bit. Some 
days are pretty relaxed; they’ll 
spend part of their time wash-
ing the truck, cleaning equip-
ment, cooking meals and read-
ing. Other days can be hectic, 
with numerous life-threatening 
incidents to attend to; they’ll 
enter burning homes to res-
cue trapped residents, and as-
sist with medical emergencies. 
These ups and downs presented 
the perfect setting for an experi-

ment on how people’s ability to 
use information changes when 
they feel under pressure.

We found that perceived 
threat triggered a stress reaction 
that made the firefighters better 
at processing information – but 
only as long as it conveyed bad 
news.

This is how we arrived at 
these results. We asked the fire-
fighters to estimate their likeli-
hood of experiencing 40 differ-
ent aversive events in their life, 
such as being involved in a car 
accident or becoming a victim 
of card fraud. We then gave 
them either good news (we told 
them that their likelihood of  
experiencing these events was 
lower than they’d thought) or 
bad news (that it was higher) 
and asked them to provide new 
estimates.

Research has shown that 
people are normally quite opti-
mistic – they will ignore the bad 
news and embrace the good. 
This is what happened when 
the firefighters were relaxed; but 
when they were under stress, a 
different pattern emerged. Un-
der these conditions, they be-
came hyper-vigilant to any bad 
news we gave them, even when 
it had nothing to do with their 
job (such as learning that the 
likelihood of card fraud was 
higher than they’d thought), and 
altered their beliefs in response. 
In contrast, stress didn’t change 

how they responded to good 
news (such as learning that the 
likelihood of card fraud was 
lower than they’d thought).

Back in our lab, we observed 
the same pattern in undergradu-
ates who were told they had to 
give a surprise public speech, 
which would be judged by a 
panel, recorded and posted on-
line. Sure enough, their cortisol 
levels spiked, their heart rates 
went up and, lo and behold, 
they suddenly became better at 
processing unrelated, yet alarm-
ing, information about rates of  
disease and violence.

When you experience stress-
ful events, whether personal 
(waiting for a medical diagnosis) 

or public (political turmoil), a 
physiological change is triggered 
that can cause you to take in any 
sort of warning and become fix-
ated on what might go wrong. 
A study using brain imaging 
to look at the neural activity of  
people under stress revealed that 
this ‘switch’ was related to a sud-
den boost in a neural signal im-
portant for learning (known as 
a prediction error), specifically 
in response to unexpected signs 
of danger (such as faces express-
ing fear). This signal relies on 
dopamine – a neurotransmitter 
found in the brain – and, under 
stress, dopamine function is al-
tered by another molecule called 
corticotropin-releasing factor.

Such neural engineering 
could have helped early humans 
to survive. When our ancestors 
found themselves in a habitat 
filled with hungry animals, they 
benefited from an increased 
ability to learn about hazards so 
as to avoid predators. In a safe 
environment, however, it would 
be wasteful to be on high alert 
constantly. A certain amount 
of ignorance can help to keep 
your mind at ease. So a ‘neural 
switch’ that automatically in-
creases or decreases your ability 
to process warnings in response 
to changes in your environment 
might be useful. In fact, people 
with clinical depression and 
anxiety seem unable to switch 
away from a state in which they 
absorb all the negative messages 
around them.

It is important to realise 
that stress travels rapidly from 
one person to the next. If  your 
co-worker is stressed, you are 
more likely to tense up and feel 
stressed yourself. Our brains are 
designed to transmit emotions 
quickly to one another, because 
they often convey important 
information. Wendy Berry 
Mendes, a professor of emotion 
at the University of California, 
San Francisco, and her col-
leagues found that when infants 
were held by their mothers who 
had just experienced a socially 
stressful event, the infants’ heart 
rates went up too. The message 

transferred via the mother’s 
pounding heart to the baby was 
of danger – and as a result, the 
baby avoided interacting with 
strangers.

You don’t even need to be in 
the same room with someone 
for their emotions to influence 
your behaviour. Studies show 
that if  you observe positive feeds 
on social media, such as images 
of a pink sunset, you are more 
likely to post uplifting messages 
yourself. If  you observe negative 
posts, such as complaints about 
a long queue at the coffee shop, 
you will in turn create more neg-
ative posts.

In some ways, many of us 
live as if  we are in real danger, 
like firefighters on call, con-
stantly ready to put out the 
flames of demanding emails 
and text messages, and respond 
to news alerts and social media 
feeds. Repeatedly checking your 
phone, according to a survey 
conducted by the American 
Psychological Association, is 
related to stress. In other words, 
a preprogrammed physiologi-
cal reaction, which evolution 
has equipped us with to help 
us avoid famished predators, is 
now being triggered by a Tweet. 
Tweeting, according to one 
study, raises your pulse, makes 
you sweat, and enlarges your 
pupils more than most daily ac-
tivities.

The fact that stress increases 

the likelihood that we will focus 
more on alarming messages, 
together with the fact that it 
spreads like a tsunami, can cre-
ate collective fear that is not al-
ways justified. This is because 
after a stressful public event, 
such as a terrorist attack or po-
litical turmoil, there is often a 
wave of alarming information 
in traditional and social media, 
which individuals absorb well, 
but that can exaggerate existing 
danger. And so a reliable pat-
tern emerges following terror-
ist attacks and financial market 
downturns – stress is triggered, 
spreading from one person to 
the next, which temporarily en-
hances the likelihood that peo-
ple will take in negative reports, 
which increases stress further. 
As a result, trips are cancelled, 
even if  the terrorist attack took 
place across the globe; stocks 
are sold, even when holding on 
is the best thing to do; and fear-
mongering political campaigns 
attract followers, even if  they are 
not anchored in reality.

The good news, however, is 
that positive emotions, such as 
hope, are contagious too, and are 
powerful in inducing people to 
act to find solutions. Being aware 
of the close relationship between 
people’s emotional state and 
how they process information 
can help us frame our messages 
more effectively and become 
conscientious agents of change.

While the Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
technology is making its presence 
felt across the spectrum globally, 
India needs to prioritise AI-based 

predictive analysis to improve outcomes in three 
core areas -- agriculture, healthcare and educa-
tion, a top Microsoft executive has emphasised.

The initial results in India are promising and 
if  deployed at big scale, AI-based models can 
help farmers, doctors and educators keep build-
ing success stories, Joseph Sirosh, Corporate 
Vice President of Cloud AI Platform at Micro-
soft, told IANS here.

“For example, AI can help us foresee signs 
of a student being at risk of dropping out. We 
have done first such experiment in Andhra 
Pradesh involving thousands of students,” Siro-
sh informed.

In 2017, the Andhra Pradesh government 
expanded the rollout of the experiment to all 13 
districts in the state. 

In Visakhapatnam district, an application 

powered by Azure Cloud Machine Learning 
(ML) processed the data pertaining to all stu-
dents -- based on parameters such as gender, 
socio-economic demographics, academic per-
formance, school infrastructure and teacher 
skills -- to find predictive patterns.

The results showed that some of the factors 
leading to students dropping out were insufficient 
furniture, inadequate toilet infrastructure, etc.

Based on these results, the state government 
identified about 19,500 probable dropouts from 
government schools in Visakhapatnam district 
in the next academic year (2018-19).

“Not just India, AI-based predictive analysis 
has also helped Tacoma School District here in 
Washington state improve graduation rate from 
under 60 per cent to over 83 per cent by manag-
ing dropouts,” Sirosh noted. 

When it comes to agriculture, Microsoft, in 
collaboration with the non-profit International 
Crop Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Trop-
ics (ICRISAT), has developed an AI-sowing app 
for farmers in India.

The tech giant is using AI and historic 

weather data to predict the best time for sow-
ing seeds and other stages of the farming proc-
ess, and pass on that information to farmers via 
SMS.

“We have done some amazing work, like 
informing farmers when to sow crops, what is 
the best time to plant crops during the year, etc. 
The result is 30 per cent more yield,” Sirosh told 
IANS.

The farmers do not need to install any sen-
sors in their fields or incur any capital expendi-
ture. All they need is a mobile phone capable of  
receiving text messages.

To determine the optimal sowing period, the 
Moisture Adequacy Index (MAI) is calculated. 
MAI is the standardised measure used for as-
sessing the degree of adequacy of rainfall and 
soil moisture to meet the potential water require-
ment of crops.

The data then is downscaled to build pre-
dictability and guide farmers to pick the ideal 
sowing week.

According to Microsoft, ICRISAT has 
scaled sowing insights in 2018 to 4,000 farmers 

across Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka for the 
Kharif crop cycle (rainy season).

“We have made AI-based applications very 
simple for common people to comprehend. 
They don’t need to be tech-sophisticated. We 
have simplified the technology for the end-us-
ers,” Sirosh added.

The company has also developed a multi-
variate agricultural commodity price forecasting 
model to predict future commodity arrival and 
the corresponding prices. 

The model uses remote sensing data from 
geostationary satellite images to predict crop 
yields through every stage of farming.

According to the company, the model, cur-
rently being used to predict the prices of “tur” 
pulse, is scalable and can be generalised to other 
regions and crops.

On the health front, the Telangana govern-
ment has adopted Microsoft Intelligent Network 
for Eyecare (MINE), which was developed in 
partnership with Hyderabad-based LV Prasad 
Eye Institute.

MINE uses ML and advanced analytics to 

predict regression rates for eye operations, ena-
bling doctors to pinpoint the procedures needed 
to prevent and treat visual impairments.

“Under the MINE global consortium, we 
have built AI models that are very accurate for 
eyecare, especially for children,” Sirosh said.

The Telangana government is using Micro-
soft’s Cloud-based advanced analytics solution 
to screen children from birth to 18 years of age 
for major conditions affecting their health.

“We are also working hard to improve citi-
zen services in India by creating user-friendly 
application programming interfaces (APIs) for 
enhanced speech recognition and translation so-
lutions,” Sirosh added.

People are just starting to understand the 
power of AI-enabled Cloud in India.

“Our partners like TCS, Wipro, Infosys, 
Cognizant and Accenture are leaning in and 
adopting AI. These are exciting times for AI and 
its real adoption in the country,” Sirosh said.

(Nishant Arora was in Seattle on an invitation 
from Microsoft. He can be reached at  

nishant.a@ians.in)
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Try not to get 
weighed down by emotions today, Aries, but 
give them the opportunity to have their time 
in the spotlight. You may find that there is a 

strong force working to cover up the truth of what you 
really feel. Make sure you express yourself openly and 
honestly. At the same time, you don’t want be so overly 
dramatic that you blow things out of proportion.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): It may be dif-
ficult to express yourself fully today, Taurus. 
Somehow the words aren’t coming out quite 
as clearly as you’d like. Powerful emotions 

are getting in the way. It could be difficult for you to 
find solid footing on such a muddy surface. Don’t try 
to confine yourself to one way of doing something. Pa-
tience is a key virtue now. Wait until things clear before 
you proceed.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You might need 
to hold your tongue today, Gemini. People’s 
feelings are more easily hurt now, and the 
slightest criticism could be misinterpreted as 

a terrible insult. When in doubt, keep your mouth shut. 
Turn your attention inward and focus on your emo-
tions. Try to keep your mental chatter to a minimum 
and concentrate more on how you feel rather than on 
what you think.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You’ll find 
that you have a much better than usual 
connection with the people around you, 
Cancer. Your psychic sense is acute, and 

you should use this sixth sense to pick up things that 
other people might miss. Don’t let the busy chat-
ter of the day disrupt your connection with deeper 
thoughts and ideas. People are more malleable today 
than usual.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Be persistent and 
don’t give up the fight today, Leo. It might 
seem as if you aren’t making progress and 
that it’s harder to make decisions about any-

thing. You’ll find that other people are just as confused 
as you. Find a clever way to express what you feel. You 
can sort the issues out with the help of others as long as 
you’re in touch with your inner state.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Your current plan 
of attack may run into some snags today, 
Virgo. This might be caused by an emotion-
al need that you may not have recognized 

earlier. The problem is that your head may say one 
thing while your gut tells you something else. You 
might need to put everything on hold while you sort 
out this inner turmoil. There’s a great deal of com-
passion in the air.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You may need to 
take a more disciplined approach to your 
communication today, Libra. Try not to be so 
harsh and limiting with your words. People 

respond better to comforting expressions and a sym-
pathetic tone. Cold, abrasive facts will only aggravate 
an existing wound. Tone things down. Allot yourself 
some quiet time to be alone and contemplate your 
state of mind.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): This is an ex-
cellent day for you, Scorpio. You should find 
that things are running smoothly and to your 
advantage. Watch out for those who may 

want to rain on your parade by bombarding you with 
information that doesn’t really connect with the way 
you feel. This information is unrelated to the real issues 
- how you feel and why. Pay attention to your heart.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You may 
feel rather lazy and out of touch today, Sag-
ittarius. It could be that your emotions have 
taken a stronger hold on your psyche than 

your rational way of thinking. Therefore, making deci-
sions might be quite difficult. In matters of the heart, 
you could feel a bit more romantic than usual. There is 
a great sentimental mood to the day that’s causing you 
to empathize with others.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Today is 
a good day to dream, Capricorn. Be aware 
that structured forces may try to convince 
you that the route you want to take isn’t the 

most practical. You don’t necessarily have to be practical 
in order to be successful or prosperous. Use your imagi-
nation. Let your creative spirit lead you to the next step. 
Find true strength in your ability to recognize and un-
derstand the needs of others.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You might feel 
like your emotions are up in the air, Aquari-
us. As soon as you feel emotional, there may 
be a more structured force telling you to be 

reasonable. Both camps are valid, so try not to let one 
overpower the other. Don’t completely disregard your 
emotions in favor of a more cerebral way of handling 
a situation. And don’t let your emotions take control of 
your actions either. Balance is the watchword today.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Your head is filled 
with passion today, Pisces, and you may be 
feeling a bit more sentimental than usual. The 
one difficulty with this is that there may not be 

an appropriate situation in which to express this emotion 
as fully as you might like. Try to navigate the waters to-
ward a safe place where the people around you support 
you. Avoid those who might want to pop your bubble.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

V.S. Chandrasekar  | IANS

Tali Sharot | Aeon

Nishant Arora   | IANS

Serious Concerns Over Aadhaar Data Collection: 
Ex-US State Department Official

How Your Mind, Under Stress, Gets Better at Processing Bad News

Why India Needs AI to Work for Agriculture, Healthcare and Education
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No arrest without fair 
procedure; Parliament 
can’t make such law — SC

India leads in number of students opting for science, tech degreesAndhra launch capsize: 12 bodies recovered 

FIR against officials in flyover collapse; 
govt.-run corp. faced flak earlier too
Varanasi/ Lucknow, May 16 (PTI): 
The police have registered an 
FIR over yesterday’s flyover col-
lapse against officials of the Uttar 
Pradesh State Bridge Corporation 
Ltd, a government-run entity that 
has faced criticism also in the past 
over the standard of its work.

The corporation received flak 
earlier after some bridges built by 
it developed cracks.

There has also been controversy 
over managing director Rajan Mit-
tal, who was removed from the post 
by the previous Samajwadi party 
government but reinstated after the 
BJP came to power in the state.

The FIR was lodged at the Sigra 
police station here a day after a 
portion of the flyover being built 
by the corporation fell on passing 
vehicles.

Officials said yesterday that 18 
people were killed when the struc-
ture collapsed. But Uttar Pradesh 
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, 
who visited Varanasi today and 
met the injured, put the toll at 15.

Apart from the high-level probe 
announced by Adityanath yester-
day, a magisterial inquiry has also 
begun. Additional District Magis-
trate Manoj Kumar Rai will submit 
his report within three days.

The FIR has been lodged 
against UP State Bridge Corpora-
tion officers, engineers and con-
tractors for negligence. It also 
invokes the Prevention of Damage 
to Public Property Act, 1984.

It was registered on the com-
plaint of Roadways police outpost 

in-charge Dhananand Tripathi.
Another FIR was registered 

against corporation officials in 
February when police examined 
the construction site and found 
that the builders were not fol-
lowing safety measures such as 
putting up proper barricades and 
laying out a service lane, Sen-
ior Superintendent of Police R K 
Bhardwaj said.

The police had, however, not 
curbed traffic from passing under 
the flyover.

Four officials including Chief 
Project Manager H C Tiwari were 
suspended yesterday. 

Today, a class 4 employee at 
the local hospital was suspended 
following allegations that he was 
demanding bribes to release the 
bodies of the victims kept at the 
mortuary.

The corporation, which once 
earned kudos bagging projects not 
only in other states but also in Iraq, 
Yemen and Nepal, has been at the 
receiving end recently, a senior of-
ficial of the PWD department said.

The general secretary of the 
UP Engineers Association, S S 
Niranjan, said the probe should 
also examine whether regular 
meetings on traffic management 
were convened by the district 
administration and precautions 
taken for construction work in 
busy areas. Deputy Chief Minister 
Keshav Prasad Maurya said today 
that the state government will set 
up a bridge safety cell to regularly 
inspect flyovers and bridges.

SC allows J&K government to 
file status report in Kathua 
gang rape, murder case
New Delhi, May 16 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court to-
day allowed the Jammu 
and Kashmir govern-
ment to file a status re-
port tomorrow in the 
sensational Kathua gang 
rape and murder case 
of an eight-year-old girl 
after the state alleged 
that the three college 
friends of an accused 
might have misled the 
probe.

A bench headed by 
Chief Justice Dipak Misra 
was hearing a fresh plea 
of three college friends 
of Vishal Jangotra, a key 
accused in the case, that 
they were allegedly tor-
tured and threatened by 
the Crime Branch of the 
Jammu and Kashmir Po-
lice during the probe and 
be provided protection 
by a central agency.

Lawyer Ravi Sharma, 
representing students 
Sahil Sharma, Sachin 
Sharma and Neeraj Shar-
ma, said that they hail 
from the Jammu region 
and they and their fami-
lies were being threat-
ened.

T h e  b e n c h ,  a l s o 
comprising justices A 
M Khanwilkar and D Y 
Chandrachud, did not 
agree with the conten-
tion of the students that 
their further questioning 
be video-graphed.

Ad v o c a t e  Sh o e b 
Alam, appearing for the 
Jammu and Kashmir 
government, opposed 
the plea that the law-
yers of the students, 
who were examined as 
witnesses, be permit-
ted during their further 
questioning, claiming 

that this would “affect 
and defeat the entire ex-
amination”. 

The students alleged 
that they were “coerced 
to make statements 
contrary to the facts that 
Jangotra was with them 
at Muzzafarnagar from 
January 7 to February 
10. During that period, 
he, along with the pe-
titioners, attended ex-
aminations and practical 
papers”.

“The petitioners were 
subjected to the physical 
and mental torture from 
March 19 to March 31 by 
the respondents (state 
police officers),” the plea 
said.

Besides seeking secu-
rity by a central agency, 
they alleged that despite 
recording their state-
ments, they were being 
served with police no-
tice to re-appear for re-
recording of their state-
ments.

The plea submitted 
the petitioners be per-
mitted to be accompa-
nied at all times by two 
lawyers as and when 
they are summoned by 
the state police, adding 
that the probe in the case 
be handed over to an “in-
dependent agency”.

It has sought a direc-
tion to restrain the Crime 
Branch officials from 
“harming” and “harass-
ing” the students and 
their families. 

The state police has 
filed the main charge 
sheet against seven 
persons and a separate 
charge sheet against a 
juvenile in a court in 
Kathua district.

New Delhi, May 16 (IANS): The 
Supreme Court on Wednesday 
said that no one can be arrest-
ed without adoption of a fair 
procedure and that not even 
Parliament can make such a 
law, insisting that Article 21 of 
the Constitution on right to 
life and liberty has to be read 
in every provision of law hav-
ing a bearing on the liberty of 
people.

“No Parliament can allow 
the arrest without fair proce-
dure,” said a bench of Justice 
Adarsh Kumar Goel and Justice 
Uday Umesh Lalit while point-
ing out that the principle of 
reasonableness propounded 
in the Maneka Gandhi case is 
applicable to all situations.

“If a person can be put in 
jail without a fair procedure, 
then it is just that we are not 
living in a civilised society,” 
said Justice Goel.

The court was hearing the 
Centre’s plea for recall of its 
March 20 judgment wherein it 
said that there would not be ar-
rest of a person against whom a 
complaint has been filed under 
the Scheduled Castes and the 
Scheduled Tribes (Prevention 
of Atrocities) Act without pre-
liminary inquiry.

The bench, by the said judg-
ment, had issued several direc-
tions for preliminary inquiry 
before an FIR is lodged and 
action is taken on a complaint 
about atrocities under the Act.

The court said that the goal 
of a just society and fair pro-
cedure go together and can’t 
be seen separately and that no 
one can be arrested without a 
fair procedure and even Parlia-
ment can’t frame such a law.

The court’s observation 
came as Attorney General K.K. 
Venugopal tried to impress 
upon the court that what has 
been said in the judgment 
amounted to reading law into 
an existing statue, which can’t 
be done.

The AG said that the top 
court can fill in the gaps in an 
existing law but can’t add to its 
provision that has a bearing 
on its working. To buttress his 
point, the Attorney General 
took the court through its judg-
ment in the Supreme Court 
Bar Association vs Union of 
India case.

Justice Lalit pointed to the 
complete machinery that was 
created by the top court for 
scrutinising the claim of a per-
son seeking benefits of reserva-

tion under the SC/ST category.
As Venugopal said that he 

would require some more time 
to complete his arguments 
and Additional Solicitor Gen-
eral Tushar Mehta said that he 
would require three hours to 
place his case before the court, 
the hearing was adjourned to 
after the summer vacations 
starting from Monday.

In the last hearing on May 
3, the Attorney General had 
told the bench that its judg-
ment amounted to an exercise 
in law-making.

He urged the court to refer 
the matter to a larger bench 
on the question whether the 
top court can issue directions, 
guidelines or mandamus con-
trary to the provision of exist-
ing laws.

The Centre has said that 
the March 20 judgment was 
contrary to the provision of the 
SC/ST Act and amounted to 
whittling down of the stringent 
provisions.

The central government 
moved the top court for a re-
view of its March 20 judgment 
that had led to protests, includ-
ing by lawmakers, who felt that 
the Supreme Court verdict had 
diluted the Act.

United Nations, May 16 (IANS): 
India leads the world in the 
number of students getting bach-
elors degrees in science, tech-
nology, engineering and maths 
(STEM) subjects, according to 
the UN Conference on Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD).

Of about 5 million students 
who received their bachelor’s 
degrees in 2012 in STEM subjects 
worldwide, 29.2 per cent were 
from India, UNCTAD’s Technol-
ogy and Innovation Report 2018 
released on Tuesday said.

China came next with 26 per 
cent of the STEM graduates. The 
EU accounted for 9.5 per cent of 
STEM graduates that year and the 
US for 6 per cent, the report said.

The report used statistics 
from 2012 and said the total 

number of bachelors-equivalent 
degrees awarded that year was 
20 million.

The wide gulf in the numbers 
of students graduating in STEM 
explains why the US relies on 
such a large number of foreign-
ers, especially Indians, to fill its 
technology workforce needs.

“Many countries are witness-
ing skills shortages in the fields 
of digital technologies and many 
employers report difficulties 
in filling high-skill vacancies,” 
UNCTAD said, citing a 2016 
worldwide survey by Manpow-
erGroup on talent shortage that 
found that 40 per cent of employ-
ers reported difficulties in filling 
positions.

According to India’s Univer-
sity Grants Commission, 10.7 

million students were studying 
science, engineering/technology 
or computer science in 2016-17, 
although it did not give a break-
down between undergraduate 
and postgraduate levels or by 
year of study.

They made up 36 per cent 
of those studying in universi-
ties and colleges, UGC statistics 
showed.

Looking to  the future, 
UNCTAD cautioned that “there 
were indications that education-
al institutions were not keeping 
pace with technological advanc-
es during the current transition 
period”.

It urged educational institu-
tions to “react with agility” to the 
rapid pace of technology and 
the labour market changes and 

said this may require “significant 
transformations” in the educa-
tion and training systems.

With the widespread use of 
artificial intelligence and robots 
looming on the horizon, the re-
port said that “rapid technologi-
cal progress required the labour 
force to develop a broader range 
of skills, focusing on humans’ 
comparative advantage, to in-
crease employability”.

UNCTAD called for broad-
basing education and said: “In 
the new technological landscape, 
there is a need for generic, core 
or fundamental skills such as 
literacy, numeracy and academic 
skills, together with basic finan-
cial and entrepreneurial skills 
and increasingly, basic digital 
and even coding skills.”

NEWS IN BRIEF
Indore, the cleanest, followed 
by Bhopal and Chandigarh —
cleanliness survey
New Delhi, May 16 (PTI): Indore emerged as the 
cleanest city, followed by Bhopal and Chandigarh in 
the government’s cleanliness survey. The results of 
Swachh Survekshan 2018, which aims to estimate 
levels of cleanliness across cities in the country, were 
announced today by Minister of State for Housing 
Hardeep Singh Puri today.  Jharkhand was adjudged 
the best performing state in the survey followed 
by Maharashtra and Chhattisgarh. Indore was the 
cleanest city last year as well but that survey was 
conducted only for around 430 cities. This time it was 
conducted for around 4,200 cities. The names of the 
worst performing cities would be announced on the 
day the awards would be presented, Puri said.

Seven killed due to lightning 
strikes in West Bengal
Kolkata, May 16 (PTI): At least seven people were killed 
and over 9 injured in different districts of West Bengal 
after lightning struck them amid heavy rains this 
morning, officials said. While four persons were killed in 
Nadia district, two incidents of deaths due to lightning 
strike were reported from North 24 Parganas district, a 
state disaster management department official said. A 
farmer was also killed in Bankura district after lightning 
struck him during heavy rains and thunderstorm this 
morning, a police officer in Bankura said. All the four 
killed in Nadia district were agricultural labourers and 
two among them were brothers, the district police said. 
So far, 25 people have died in the state due to lightning 
and nor’wester since April.

Six suspected Maoists arrested 
from hotel
Dhanbad (Jharkhand), May 16 (PTI): A Giridih police 
team has arrested six suspected Maoists from an 
upscale hotel near Dhanbad railway station, police 
said today. Giridih superintendent of police Surendra 
Kumar Jha today confirmed the arrest and said it 
was made in the early hours of May 15. He said the 
interrogation of the six suspected Maoists is on and 
on the basis of the information got from them, search 
operations have been launched in the dense forests 
of Giridih, a Maoist hotbed, the SP added. Prime 
Minister is scheduled to visit Dhanbad on May 25 
to address a public rally and through remote lay the 
foundation stones of a power plant of the Adani group 
at Godda, an AIIMS and an international airport at 
Deoghar and a unit of Hindustan Urvarak Rasayan 
Limited at Sindri.

EC to resume hearing in 20 AAP 
legislators case today
New Delhi, May 16 (PTI): The Election Commission will 
tomorrow resume the hearing in the case of 20 Aam 
Aadmi Party MLAs after the Delhi High Court set aside 
their disqualification for allegedly holding office-of-
profit. The commission had last month directed the 20 
Delhi lawmakers to appear in person or through their 
legal representatives at 3.00 pm on May 17 for “oral 
hearing”. The poll panel’s decision to resume hearing 
came after the high court March 23 order.  The court 
had termed the recommendation as “vitiated” and “bad 
in law” and directed the commission to hear the issue 
afresh. The high court had said with the poll body’s 
opinion and the subsequent notification being set 
aside, the proceedings before the commission would 
continue from the stage the error and lapse occurred. 
The legislators, who were appointed parliamentary 
secretaries, had challenged their disqualification on 
the ground of holding office-of-profit. The MLAs had 
alleged that the commission had not given a hearing 
to their pleas since March last year. They were accused 
of holding office-of-profit as they were appointed 
parliamentary secretaries to ministers in the Delhi 
government in March 2015. The commission had on 
January 19 recommended the disqualification of the 
AAP MLAs -- Alka Lamba, Adarsh Shastri, Sanjeev Jha, 
Rajesh Gupta, Kailash Gahlot, Vijendra Garg, Praveen 
Kumar, Sharad Kumar, Madan Lal and Shiv Charan 
Goyal. The others were Sarita Singh, Naresh Yadav, 
Rajesh Rishi, Anil Kumar, Som Dutt, Avtar Singh, 
Sukhvir Singh Dala, Manoj Kumar, Nitin Tyagi and 
Jarnail Singh.  President Ram Nath Kovind had accepted 
the commission’s opinion the next day.

Students to say ‘Jai Hind’ during 
roll call in MP schools
Bhopal, May 16 (PTI): Students across Madhya 
Pradesh would be responding to the roll call with 
‘Jai Hind’ instead of the usual ‘Yes sir’ or ‘Yes madam’ 
from the coming academic year, as per a recent 
government order. The objective is to foster patriotism 
among children, said School Education Minister Vijay 
Shah. “We recently issued a directive to 1.22 lakh 
government schools and more than 35,000 private 
schools to ensure that students say ‘Jai Hind’ during 
the roll call from the coming academic session,” 
Shah told PTI. Students say ‘Yes sir’ or ‘Yes madam’ 
or ‘present’.

Govt. announces conditional suspension of 
operations against militants in JK during Ramzan

New Delhi, May 16 (PTI): 
Security forces will not 
launch any operations 
in Jammu and Kashmir 
during the holy month 
of Ramzan, a move seen 
as a bid to bring peace 
and provide a conducive 
atmosphere in the restive 
valley.

The announcement by 
the Home Ministry comes 
two days ahead of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
visit to Jammu and Kash-
mir on Saturday.

Today’s decision has 
been taken to help the 
peace loving Muslims ob-
serve Ramzan in a peace-
ful environment, a Home 
Ministry spokesperson 
said.

The Ministry said the 
security forces, however, 
reserve the right to retali-
ate if attacked or if essen-
tial to protect the lives of 
innocent people.

Jammu and Kashmir 

Chief Minister Mehbooba 
Mufti and opposition Na-
tional Conference leader 
Omar Abdullah welcomed 
the Centre’s decision.

The move of the Cen-
tre is similar to the Non 
Init iat ion of  Combat 
Operations (NICO) an-
nounced by the first NDA 
government, headed by 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, dur-
ing Ramzan in 2000.

Today’s announce-
ment comes a week af-
ter Mufti had said that 
the central government 
should consider a unilat-
eral ceasefire in the state 
starting from Ramzan till 
the completion of the Am-
arnath yatra in August.

The fasting month of 
Ramzan is likely to start 
tomorrow or Friday de-
pending on sighting of the 
moon and ends on Eid.

However, the ministry 
did not mention whether 
the suspension of opera-

tions against the militants 
will continue during the 
Amarnath yatra which will 
start on June 28 and con-
clude on August 26.

Union Home Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh has in-
formed Mufti of the cen-
tral government’s decision

“It is important to iso-
late the forces that bring 
a bad name to Islam by 
resorting to mindless vi-
olence and terror,” the 
spokesperson said.? 

The government ex-
pects everyone to cooper-
ate in this initiative and 
help the Muslim broth-
ers and sisters to observe 
Ramzan peacefully and 
without any difficulties, 
the spokesperson said.

During his Independ-
ence Day address last year, 
Modi had said bullets or 
abuses will not resolve 
the Kashmir issue and 
that it can be addressed by 
embracing every Kashmiri

Modi had said his gov-
ernment is committed to 
restoring the lost glory of 
Kashmir and its status as 
‘heaven on earth’.

The prime minister 
had said only a “handful 
of separatists” were re-
sorting to different tactics 
to create problems in the 
state and asserted that 
there will be no soft ap-
proach towards terrorism.

The first NDA govern-
ment, headed by Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee, had taken 
a similar initiative in 2000 
by announcing a unilat-
eral suspension of op-
erations for Jammu and 
Kashmir during the holy 
month of Ramzan that 
year which continued for 
five months.

Almost all terrorists 
groups operating in the 
valley in 2000 had rejected 
the government offer.

However, the NICO 
was discontinued after 
f ive months after  in-
creased violence, includ-
ing an attack at the Sri-
nagar airport in which 
six militants belonging to 
Lashkar-e-Taiba stormed 
it killing two security per-
sonnel and two civilians. 
All six militants were also 
killed in the retaliatory 
firing.

The valley has wit-
nessed the killing of over 
55 militants including at 
least 27 locals this year.

The situation in Kash-
mir valley is considered 
to be turbulent where 
nearly 80 incidents of vio-
lence occurred in last four 
months and civilians were 
often seen coming out to 
encounter sites to stage 
protests with the inten-
tion of giving the militants 
an opportunity to escape.

Muslim clerics wait to sight the moon to announce the beginning of the holy month of Ramadana at Eidgah 
in Lucknow on Wednesday.

PTI

Vijayawada, May 16 (IANS): Bodies of 
12 persons including two children were 
retrieved from Godavari river in Andhra 
Pradesh on Wednesday as a search was 
on for others who went missing after a 
launch capsized the previous evening.

Rescue workers pulled out the launch 
by using boats and heavy cranes. Earlier, 
the Indian Navy personnel traced the 
launch reportedly at a depth of 60 feet.

Teams from the Navy, state disaster 
management department and the Na-
tional Disaster Response Force (NDRF) 
were engaged in the rescue operations 
with the help of Navy helicopters.

Chief Minister N. Chandrababu 
Naidu, who rushed to the scene to super-
vise rescue operations, told reporters that 
10 more bodies were yet to be pulled out.

The incident occurred near Manturu 
in Devipatnam block of East Godavari 
district around 5 p.m.

The boat, which sailed from Konda-
modalu, was on its way Rajamahendra-

varam. It is believed to have capsized due 
to gusty winds.

Naidu announced Rs 10 lakh com-
pensation each for the next of kin of the 
deceased. He said the government would 
provide jobs to one member each from 
the families of the victims and would also 
make arrangements for free education for 
their children.

The Chief Minister said human error 
led to tragedy. He was informed by the 
officials that the launch was carrying ce-
ment bags and two-wheelers.

When the boat was caught in gusty 
winds and rains, those onboard closed 
the windows. This led to the capsize and 
also sealed the escape routes.

The incident came close on the heels 
of a boat with over 100 tourists catching 
fire in the Godavari river in the same dis-
trict on May 11. The passengers had a nar-
row escape as the driver wheeled the boat 
to the shore and they jumped off before 
the entire boat was completely destroyed.



Washington, May 16 (PTI): The White 
House today said it is proceeding 
with the preparations for a meeting 
between President Donald Trump 
and North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un notwithstanding Pyongyang’s 
threat to cancel the historic summit 
on June 12, alleging that America was 
trying to push it “into a corner” on 
nuclear disarmament. North Korea 
has threatened to abandon planned 
talks between Kim and Trump in June 
if Washington insists on pushing it 
“into a corner” on nuclear disarma-
ment.

A statement published by the 
state-run Korea Central News Agen-
cy (KCNA) said North Korea would 
never accept economic assistance 
from the US in exchange for uni-
laterally abandoning its nuclear 
programme.

In the meeting on June 12 in 
Singapore, the two countries were ex-
pected to discuss ways to implement 
their leaders’ recent agreements to 
reduce military tensions along their 
heavily fortified border and improve 
their overall ties.

The statement that comes after 
a brief hiatus in the war of words 
between Trump and Kim is likely to 
mar efforts towards building a denu-

clearised Korean Peninsula.
Reacting to the reports from 

Pyongyang, the White House saud 
it was “still hopeful” the summit will 
proceed despite North Korea’s threat 
to cancel it. 

“We’re still hopeful that the meet-

ing will take place and we’ll continue 
down that path,” spokeswoman Sa-
rah Sanders told reporters. 

“At the same time ... we’ve been 
prepared that these might be tough 
negotiations.” 

“The president is ready if the 

meeting takes place. 
And if it doesn’t, we will continue 

the maximum pressure campaign 
that has been ongoing,” she added.

Earlier, the State Department too 
said it was going ahead with prepa-
rations for the summit as planned 
earlier.

State Department Spokesperson 
Heather Nauert said Kim had previ-
ously indicated he understood the 
need and purpose of the US continu-
ing its long-planned joint exercises 
with South Korea.

“We have not heard anything 
from that government or the Govern-
ment of South Korea to indicate that 
we would not continue conducting 
these exercises or that we would not 
continue planning for our meet-
ing between President Trump and 
Kim Jong Un next month,” she told 
reporters.

According to Col Rob Manning, 
the Pentagon Spokesperson, South 
Korean and US military forces are 
currently engaged in the recurring, 
annual South Korea-US drills, to in-
clude exercises Foal Eagle 2018 and 
Max Thunder 2018.

“These exercises are part of the 
ROK-US Alliance’s routine, annual 
training programme to maintain a 

foundation of military readiness,” 
he said.

“The purpose of the training is to 
enhance the ROK-US Alliance’s ability 
to defend the ROK and enhance inter-
operability and readiness. While we 
will not discuss specifics, the defen-
sive nature of these combined exer-
cises has been clear for many decades 
and has not changed,” Manning said.

The State Department refuted the 
allegations that these exercises are 
provocative in nature.

“They’re certainly not provoca-
tive. These are things that we do all 
around the world with many of our 
partners and allies. These are things 
that have occurred for decades and 
decades,” Nauert said.

At the same time, she ruled out 
the Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
reaching out to the North Koreans.

“I don’t think he’s picking up the 
phone and begging anybody to do 
anything at this point. We are operat-
ing under the idea and the notion 
that the president’s meeting is going 
forward with Chairman Kim next 
month,” Nauert said in response to 
a question.

North Korea’s official news agency 
KCNA, Pyongyang cited the ongoing 
military exercise between the US 

and South Korea as a reason behind 
the threat to cancel the Trump-Kim 
summit.

“The joint exercise is a reflection 
of the invariable stand of the US and 
South Korea to persist in the ‘maxi-
mum pressure and sanctions’ against 
DPRK (North Korea),” it said.

DPRK stands for Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea, which 
is more commonly known as North 
Korea.

Meanwhile, North Korea also 
cancelled its planned high-level 
inter-Korean talks with South Korea 
due to the South Korea-US military 
exercises.

“We cannot but take a step of sus-
pending the North-South high-level 
talks scheduled on May 16 under the 
prevailing seriously awful situation,” 
the KCNA said.

North Korea held the South Kore-
an authorities “wholly accountable” 
for the scuttled North-South talks and 
unease in the North-South relations. 

“The US will have to think twice 
about the fate of the DPRK-US sum-
mit now on high agenda before a 
provocative military racket against 
the DPRK in league with the south 
Korean authorities,” the statement 
said.

Dubai, May 16 (PTI): A wealthy 
Christian businessman from India 
has gifted a USD 3 lakh mosque to 
hundreds of Muslim workers ahead 
of Ramzan in the UAE, a media re-
port said today. 

Saji Cheriyan, 49, who hails 
from Kerala’s Kayamkulam, built the 
mosque for Muslim workers living 
in a worker accommodation that he 
rented out to 53 companies in Fujai-
rah, Gulf News reported.

He will name the mosque as Mari-
am, Umm Eisa.

Cheriyan said he decided to build 
the mosque after he saw workers tak-
ing taxis to go to the nearest mosque.

“They have to spend at least 20 
dirhams to go to Fujairah city or 
another industrial area to attend the 
Juma prayer in a mosque. So, I thought 
it will make them happy if I build a 
mosque here next to their accommo-
dation,” he said. The businessman, 
who had landed in the UAE in 2003 
with just a few hundred dirhams, is 

gifting the 1.3 million dirham mosque 
to hundreds of workers this Ramzan, 
the report said.

The mosque in the East Ville Real 
Estate complex in Al Hayl Industrial 
Area can accommodate 250 worship-
pers at a time, it said.

Facilities for another 700 to pray 
in the interlocked courtyard of the 
mosque, which will be shaded by the 
time it opens, have also been arranged, 
it said.

The construction began over a 
year ago. Now the mosque is all set to 
open with the full support of Awqaf in 
Fujairah.

“The Awqaf officials were sur-
prised and happy when they got to 
know I am a Christian who wishes to 
build a mosque. They have offered me 
all the support and were ready to offer 
free electricity and water and other 
facilities,” Cheriyan said.

However, all that he has accepted 
from Awqaf are the carpet and sound 
system for the mosque.

“When word spread about my 
mosque, many other people also of-
fered cash donations, construction 
materials like sand and paint. But I 
have politely refused all those offers as 
I would like to pay from my pocket for 
this mosque,” he said.

He said he has opted for the name 
Mariam, Umm Eisa (Mary, the Mother 
of Jesus) for the mosque after an Abu 
Dhabi mosque was renamed so in 
2017.

Cheriyan, an Orthodox Christian 
by birth, had previously built a church 
for his parish in Dibba and also keeps 
the doors of a multipurpose hall in the 
East Ville Complex for various other 
groups of Christian believers to pray.  
“I have grown up seeing communities 
living together in utmost harmony. 
We celebrate all religions’ festivals 
and I don’t judge or treat people based 
on religion, caste, colour or national-
ity. The UAE is another example of 
communal harmony and tolerance,” 
he added.

Jakarta, May 16 (IANS): Five 
people, including four mili-
tants and a policeman, were 
killed when eight terrorists 
attacked the police head-
quarters in Indonesia’s Riau 
province on Wednesday.

This was the second at-
tack on a police premise in 
the country since Monday. 

A white mini van in-
truded the compound of 
the police headquarters in 
Pekanbaru at 9 a.m. but was 
stopped by other cars, Xin-
hua news agency reported.

Suddenly the militants 
exited the car and imme-
diately staged strikes with 
swords against policemen, 
said a police spokesman.

Two policemen were in-
jured in the sword attacks 
and another was killed af-
ter being hit by the vehicle 
which was trying to escape 
the compound of the head-
quarters.

“So far there are four per-
petrators whom we have 
shot dead. One of them was 
being checked by a bomb 

squad,” the police spokes-
man said, referring to a sus-
pected bomb strapped to 
the militant’s body. Other 
militants escaped the com-
pound and a hunt was on to 
find them.

A footage showed that 
a man lying on the ground 
with a sword next to his body. 
Two journalists who were at 
the headquarters were also 
wounded. 

The attack came days af-
ter a series of terrorist strikes 
in the country, including 

suicide bombings in three 
churches on Sunday in Sura-
baya city, the provincial capi-
tal of East Java and a suicide 
bombing at the police head-
quarters in the city, which left 
at least 25 people dead and 
dozens injured. 

It was said to be the dead-
liest since the 2002 Bali at-
tack. A suicide bombing was 
also reported at the city’s po-
lice headquarters on Mon-
day when bike-borne attack-
ers blew themselves up at the 
checkpoint to the precinct.

New York, May 16 (IANS): Award winning writer 
and journalist Tom Wolfe, who is noted for works 
like “The Bonfire of the Vanities”, “The Right Stuff” 
and “The Electric Kool-Aid Acid Test” has passed 
away in the US. He was 88.

Wolfe who pioneered “new journalism” 
passed away in Manhattan on Monday, his agent 
confirmed the news to the New York Times on 
Tuesday. He had been hospitalised with an in-
fection.

Wolfe, who began working as a journalist 
for the New York Herald Tribune in 1962, was a 
pioneer of “new journalism”, which melded tra-
ditional reporting methods and literary fiction 
techniques.

Born in Richmond, Virginia, in 1930, Wolfe 
attended Washington and Lee for undergraduate 
and Yale for his Ph.D. before moving to New York 
in the 1960s, the New York Post reported.

Wolfe worked as a reporter at the Springfield 
Union in Massachusetts and as the Latin Ameri-
can correspondent for the Washington Post.

His first book “The Kandy-Kolored Tangerine-
Flake Streamline Baby” was a collection of essays 
originally published in Esquire magazine. 

While the stories have no connecting theme, 
this is the first book that gave early examples of 
New Journalism.

Wolfe’s other books include “The Pump House 
Gang”, “Radical Chic & Mau-Mauing the Flak 
Catchers”, “The Painted Word” and “Mauve Gloves 
& Madmen, Clutter & Vine” which includes his 
well-known essay about the “Me Decade.”

His best-selling book “The Right Stuff” which 
is about rocket airplane experiments after World 
War II and the Project Mercury astronauts, won 
the American Book Award for nonfiction, the Na-
tional Institute of Arts and Letters Harold Vursell 
Award for prose style, and the Columbia Journal-
ism Award.

Wolfe’s first novel “The Bonfire of the Vanities,” 
was first serialised in Rolling Stone magazine and 
came out as a book three years later. It followed 
the greed, racism and social classes of New York 
City in the 1980s. 

Wolfe is survived by his wife, Sheila, and two 
children, Alexandra and Tommy.

Jerusalem, May 16 (PTI/
AP): Israel and Turkey ex-
changed diplomatic barbs 
today as the spat between 
the former allies escalated 
following deadly violence 
along Israel’s border with 
Gaza. 

A day after it expelled 
the Israeli ambassador, 
Turkey asked Israel’s consul 
general in Istanbul to leave 
as well. Israel, in turn, sum-
moned a top Turkish diplo-
mat to be reprimanded for 
the humiliation of Israel’s 
ambassador as he was 
kicked out of the country. 
The exchanges came less 
than two years after the 
countries reconciled and 
exchanged ambassadors 
after six years of animosity.

Once close allies in an 
Arab-dominated region, Is-
rael and Turkey’s ties began 
to decline after President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, 
whose party has roots in 
Turkey’s Islamist move-
ment, first came to power 
as prime minister in 2003. 

Relations imploded in 
2010 after a confrontation 
between Israeli comman-
dos and a Turkish flotilla 
trying to breach the block-
ade of Gaza left 10 Turkish 
activists dead.

Erdogan has often 
lashed out at Israel over 
its clashes with Hamas 
militants in Gaza and he 
led the international criti-

cism of Israel after nearly 
60 Palestinians were killed 
Monday in the bloodiest 
day of cross-border vio-
lence since a devastating 
2014 war between Israel 
and Hamas. He also ratch-
eted up his rhetoric against 
the U.S. Embassy move to 
Jerusalem.

Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu retorted 
that a “man whose hands 
are drenched in the blood 
of countless Kurdish civil-
ians in Turkey and Syria 
is the last one who can 
preach to us about military 
ethics.” Netanyahu’s son, 
Yair, who has drawn criti-
cism in the past for making 
crude social media posts, 
chimed in on Facebook.

“Turkey, you’re respon-
sible to unbelievable atroc-
ities and suffer to Cyprus, 
the Greek people, the Kurds 
and a genocide of the Ar-
menians. Also I would like 
to remind the Turks that 
they’re a people coming 
from Central Asia, illegally 
occupying little Asia and 
Constantinople that was 
Christian before their inva-
sion. So shut up!” he wrote.

Israel’s Foreign Ministry 
summoned a top Turkish 
diplomat Tuesday to rep-
rimand him for Turkey’s 
treatment of Israeli am-
bassador Eitan Naeh. The 
ministry accused Turkey 
of subjecting Naeh to a 

Moscow, May 16 (IANS): 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin has inaugurated a 
highly-controversial bridge 
linking the Russian main-
land to Crimea, tighten-
ing Russias hold over the 
contested peninsula which 
Moscow annexed from 
Ukraine in 2014. 

The 19-km, $3.7 bil-
lion bridge is Moscow’s 
only direct road link to Cri-
mea. Russia expects it will 
carry millions of cars and 
rail travellers and millions 
of tonnes of cargo each 
year. Previously, all car traf-
fic passed over the Kerch 
strait by ferry or by pass-
ing through Ukraine, the 
Guardian reported.

On Tuesday, Putin 
drove an orange Kamaz 
truck across the bridge as 
he opened the road to car 
traffic. “In different his-
torical epochs, even un-
der the tsar priests, people 
dreamed of building this 
bridge,” Putin told workers 
at the ceremony. 

“Then they returned to 
this (idea) in the 1930s, the 
40s, the 50s. And finally, 
thanks to your work and 
your talent, the miracle has 
happened.”

The Russian state me-
dia touted the bridge as 
the “construction of the 
century”. The Soviet Un-
ion and Nazi Germany 
had considered and then 
scrapped plans to build a 
bridge over the Kerch strait. 

Relations between Rus-
sia and Ukraine remain 
extremely fraught as a sim-
mering conflict continues 
between Kiev and Mos-
cow-backed separatists in 
Ukraine’s southeast. 

In 2016, the US im-
posed sanctions on Rus-
sian companies that were 
helping to build the bridge 
across the Kerch strait. 
Ukraine said the construc-
tion of the bridge showed 
“blatant disregard for inter-
national law”. The US State 
Department said that “the 
bridge impeded ship navi-
gation and goods delivery 
in the area and therefore it 
was watching the situation 

closely”.
The Russian embassy, 

however, said that “the US 
remarks were predictable 
and Moscow was not ask-
ing anyone’s authorization 
for building infrastructure 
projects on its territory. 

“As one could predict, 
Washington is not happy 
with that. But Crimea is 
Russia,” the Russian em-
bassy said in a statement. 

“We shall not ask for 
anybody’s permission to 
build transport infrastruc-
ture for the sake of the pop-
ulation of Russian regions.”

The bridge’s construc-
tion was led by Stroygaz-
montazh, whose owner, 

Arkady Rotenberg, has 
close connections to the 
Kremlin. Rotenberg was 
Putin’s judo sparring part-
ner.  He was hit with sanc-
tions by the US for his prox-
imity to Putin and by the 
EU for being among those 
accused of undermining 
Ukraine’s territorial integ-
rity.  

The bridge was com-
pleted six months ahead 
of schedule, according to 
Russian state news agen-
cies. It can reportedly carry 
up to 40,000 cars per day, its 
span is greater than that of 
the Vasco da Gama bridge 
in Portugal, previously the 
longest in Europe.
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News IN BrIef
After US, Guatemala inaugurates 
embassy in Jerusalem
Jerusalem, May 16 (IANS): Guatemala inaugurated its 
embassy in Jerusalem on Wednesday, two days after the 
US opened its embassy in the disputed city. Guatemalan 
President Jimmy Morales and Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu cut a blue-and-white ribbon as the 
official opening of  the embassy, Xinhua news agency 
reported. Morales said Israel and Guatemala have a 
“deep friendship”, hoping that other countries will follow 
suit.Netanyahu hailed the opening as “the beginning of  
something extraordinary” in the relationship between the 
two countries. 

B’desh SC grants bail to ex-PM 
Khaleda Zia in graft case
Dhaka, May 16 (PTI): Bangladesh’s former prime minister 
Khaleda Zia, serving a five-year jail term in a corruption 
case, was today granted bail by the Supreme Court, which 
upheld a high court order in her favour considering her 
old age and health issues. Her lawyers, however, said 
that the verdict was unlikely to bring the 72-year-old 
Zia out of prison as her bail pleas in at least five similar 
cases against her were pending hearing. Court officials 
said a four-member bench of Supreme Court’s Appellate 
Division headed by chief justice Syed Mahmud Hossain 
unanimously decided to grant bail to Zia, the chairperson 
of the Opposition Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), 
upholding a previous High Court order. 

Former Malaysian Deputy PM 
Anwar Ibrahim released
Kuala Lumpur, May 16 (IANS): Anwar Ibrahim, former 
Malaysian Deputy Prime Minister jailed for sodomy, was 
released on Wednesday after newly elected Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohamad helped arrange a full pardon for him. 
Anwar, 70, headed for the royal palace to meet the King after 
the pardon came through, Xinhua news agency reported. He 
emerged from Cheras rehabilitation hospital here where he 
was serving his sentence after an operation on his shoulder. 
Once seen as a potential future leader, he had been jailed on 
charges of sodomy and corruption after falling out with the 
government.  Mahathir has promised to step aside for Anwar 
to become Prime Minister within two years.

Eight killed in suicide bombing at 
funeral in Iraq
Baghdad, May 16 (IANS): Up to eight people were killed 
and 31 wounded in a suicide bomb attack at a funeral tent 
near the Iraqi capital on Wednesday, officials said. The 
attack took place in the afternoon when a bomber wearing 
an explosive belt detonated himself among many mourners 
at the funeral tent in Taji area, 20 km north of Baghdad, 
an Interior Ministry official told Xinhua news agency. 
Iraqi security forces sealed off the scene as ambulances 
transferred the dead and wounded people to hospitals.

54 killed in Afghanistan clashes
Kabul, May 16 (IANS): At least 10 Afghan soldiers and 44 
Taliban militants have been killed after clashes broke out in 
four districts of the country’s Ghazni province overnight, 
an Army official said on Wednesday. The clashes began 
after militants launched a massive coordinated attack 
against security checkpoints in Andar, Gilan, Zana Khan 
and Jaghato districts after midnight, the Army official was 
quoted as saying by Xinhua news agency.  

Two dead, thousands without 
power as storm lashes US
Washington, May 16 (IANS): At least two persons have 
been killed and hundreds of thousands left without power 
as a powerful storm pummelled the Northeast US with 
drenching rain, golf-ball-sized hail and damaging winds. 
A man in Connecticut was killed when a tree fell on his 
truck. Fallen trees blocking the roads forced rescuers to use 
a boat to reach the man, who had died before they could 
arrive, Fox News reported. An 11-year-old girl in New York 
was killed when strong winds sent a tree crashing onto the 
car she was unloading with her mother. The girl’s mother 
suffered minor injuries. Danbury Mayor Mark Boughton 
told local residents to stay indoors. 

Cargo plane crashes in Nepal, 
killing two pilots
Kathmandu, May 16 (PTI): A small cargo plane today 
crashed in Nepal, killing both pilots onboard the aircraft, 
according to a media report. Deputy Director General at 
Civil Aviation Authority of NepalRajan Pokharel said the 
Makalu Air cargo aircraft crashed at Simikot Pass in Bahun 
Kharka, Humla, Kathmandu Post reported. The plane was 
flying at a height of 12,800 feet. The single-engine Cessna 
208B Grand Caravan with call sign 9N-AJU had taken 
off from Surkhet to Humla district headquarters Simikot. 
It took off from Surkhet Airport at 6:12 am this morning 
and was scheduled to land at 6:55 am in Simikot, the report 
said.

AP/PTI

Russian President Vladimir Putin, centre right, drives a truck to officially open the much-anticipated bridge 
linking Russia and the Crimean peninsula, during the opening ceremony near in Kerch, Crimea, Tuesday, 
May 15, 2018.  

AP/PTI

File Photo: Kim Jong Un (L) and Tonald Trump (R).

Us going ahead with preparations for Trump-Kim summit

Christian from India gifts mosque to Muslim workers in UAE

Five killed in Indonesia Police HQ attack

Author Tom Wolfe dead at 88

Israel-Turkey spat escalates 
over Gaza violence

Putin opens bridge linking Russia to Crimea
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Bollywood actress Madhuri Dixit 
at a press conference to pro-
mote her Marathi film “Bucket 
List” in Pune on Wednesday. 

Princess Charlotte to be bridesmaid at royal wedding
Meghan Markle will be accompanied at her wedding to Prince Harry on Saturday 
by six bridesmaids, including 3-year-old Princess Charlotte, Kensington Palace an-
nounced today. Princess Charlotte, fourth in line to the British throne, is the second 
child and only daughter of Prince William, Duke of Cambridge, and Catherine, Duch-
ess of Cambridge. She will join her uncle’s wedding party at St George’s Chapel in the 
town of Windsor, around 40 kms west of London. Her elder brother, Prince George, 
aged four, will be a page boy alongside three other young boys. He has performed the 
role of page boy previously for his aunt Pippa Middleton’s wedding last year. So far, the 
details of the bridesmaids’ dresses and the page boys’ uniforms remain under wraps, 
the BBC reported. Markle, 36, will not have a maid of honour as she wanted to avoid 
choosing just one of her closest friends, it said. (PTI)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

11 am, 5 pm: 
Avengers (Eng) 2D

2 pm, 8 pm: The past (Hindi)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Stan Lee files 
suit against Pow! 
Entertainment

Madhuri’s song 
used to create 
awareness on 
mental health

Johnny Depp is as good as anybody 
I’ve ever worked with, says Alice Cooper

Privileged if my INR 100 cr. film 
is called “flop’’— Salman Khan

Dee Snider details his solo metal album

Emilia Clarke promises unexpected ending for GoT

Salman’s Arms Act, poaching 
case hearing on July 17

M
arvel Comics icon Stan 
Lee has filed a billion 
dollar lawsuit against 
Pow! Entertainment, al-
leging that the business 

partners took advantage of his declining 
eyesight.

Lee founded Pow! in 2001 and sold it 
last year to Camsing International Hold-
ing, a Hong Kong company. 

According to the suit, Lee has 
macular degeneration -- which causes 
deteriorating eyesight. The suit alleges 
that Pow! took advantage of his condition 
to get him to sign away an exclusive right 
to use his name to the Chinese company, 
reports variety.com.

The filing follows a similar suit 
brought last month against Jerardo 
Olivarez, a former publicist and busi-
ness manager to Lee. The suit accused 
Olivarez of draining Lee’s accounts of 

$1.4 million and using his blood to create 
a commemorative stamp without Lee’s 
consent.

The new suit also mentions Olivarez, 
though he is not named as a defend-
ant. The suit claims that Olivarez and 
two other men, Shane Duffy and Gill 
Champion, asked Lee to sign over a 
non-exclusive right to his name to Pow! 
Entertainment. 

However, the document that ulti-
mately was signed granted an exclusive 
right, against Lee’s wishes, according to 
the suit. The suit claims that Pow! was 
also given the right to use Lee’s Twitter, 
Instagram and Facebook accounts.

The suit, brought by attorney Adam 
D.H. Grant of Alpert, Barr & Grant, seeks 
to rescind the license agreement as well 
as “damages in excess of one billion dol-
lars”.

IANS

A
lice Cooper has 
praised his Holly-
wood Vampires band-
mate Johnny Depp 
and says he’s as “good 

as anybody I’ve worked with.”
Cooper, Depp and Aero-

smith guitarist Joe Perry will 
play four shows in the UK next 
month – and Alice reports that 
audiences are in for a treat when 
they see actor Depp in action.

Cooper tells the Evening 
Standard: “He’s not new to play-
ing on stage – people are going 
to be very surprised when they 
hear him play because they 
know him as Jack Sparrow.

 “When they see a guitar in 
this band they’re going to say, 
‘Wait a minute. I didn’t have any 
idea he could play like that.’

 “He’s a real guitar player. 
I wouldn’t be working with 
anybody that wasn’t as good 
as anybody I’ve worked with 
normally.”

Hollywood Vampires 
released their self-titled debut 
album in 2015, featuring guest 

appearances from Dave Grohl, 
Perry Farrell, Paul McCartney, 
Slash, Brian Johnson, Robbie 
Krieger, Zak Starkey, Joe Walsh 
and Kip Winger, with the band 
named after the legendary 
drinking club who gathered at 
the Rainbow Bar on Hollywood’s 
Sunset Boulevard.

Cooper adds: “Last year we 
were testing the waters to see 
if people were even going to be 
interested in what we were do-
ing and we found that they were. 
We got great reactions and sold 
out quite a few places.

 “I think a lot of that might 
have been out of curiosity – Joe 
Perry, Johnny Depp and Alice 
Cooper... what a weird combina-
tion.”

Joining the trio on stage 
during the tour will be vocal-
ist Sheryl Cooper, bassist Chris 
Wyse, guitarist Tommy Henrik-
sen, drummer Glen Sobel and 
keyboardist Buck Johnson. 

Special guests on the tour are 
The Darkness and The Damned.

Loudersound

S
uperstar Salman 
Khan’s movie 
“Tubelight” was 
panned by critics 
but the actor 

says if a film of his makes 
more than Rs 100 crore 
and is still called a

“flop”, then he is 
honoured.

Released last year, 
“Tubelight” did a busi-
ness of over Rs 100 
crore in India. The film, 
however, was panned 
by critics and went on to 
incur losses, which Khan 
later compensated.

The actor was sup-
posed to make a father-
daughter dance drama 
film with Remo D’Souza 
post “Tubelight” but 
there were rumours he 
shelved that project as he 
didn’t want to do another 
emotional film.

Asked if the failure 
of “Tubelight” was the 
reason for not doing the 
film, Khan told report-
ers, “Yeah. It did very 
badly. But it has still done 
much better than rest 
of the films, which I am 
really happy about. Even 

though we returned a 
lot of money, we had a 
lot of money to make in 
‘Race 3’.

“So, if you consider 
that a disaster, then I 
am really honoured 
and privileged to be in 
that position that my Rs 
100 core plus films are 
considered disasters,” he 
said.

Khan was speaking at 
the trailer launch of “Race 
3” here last evening.

Asked again about 
why the dance film with 
D’Souza was shelved, 
the superstar said, “So, 
first I worked with Munni 
(Harshaali Malhotra in 
‘Bajrangi Bhaijaan’) then 
with Matin (Rey Tangu in 
‘Tubelight’). So, I thought 
let’s give kids a break and 
let me work with adults. 
Kids will grow up and can 
anyway work later.” 

“Race 3” also features 
Anil Kapoor, Jacque-
line Fernandez, Boby 
Deol, Daisy Shah, Saqib 
Salemm and Freddy 
Daruwala. It is scheduled 
to release on June 15.

PTI

F
ormer Twisted Sister frontman Dee 
Snider has announced details of his 
new solo album.

It’s titled For The Love Of Metal 
and it’s set for release on July 27 via 

Napalm Records.
The seeds for project were planted after 

Snider appeared on Jamey Jasta’s podcast, 
where the Hatebreed vocalist challenged 
Snider to make “a true metal record.”

Snider says: “This is a record of inspiration 
– everything about it it inspiration. It starts with 
the amazing Jamey Jasta being inspired by my 
music and my voice. He reached out to me and 
challenged me to make a true metal record – to 
use my voice and make a really hard record. 

“I was then inspired by his passion, his 
words and his belief in me, and I took that 
inspiration and rose to the challenge.”

Jasta produced the album, which also 
features a raft of guests including ex Killswitch 
Engage frontman Howard Jones, Lamb Of 
God guitarist Mark Morton, Joel Grind and 
Nick Bellmore from Toxic Holocaust and Arch 
Enemy’s Alissa White-Gluz.

Snider adds: “I hope you love it, enjoy it and 
appreciate the spirit of it because it’s as genuine 
as it comes. It wasn’t for money – it wasn’t for 
anything other than for the love of metal.”

Loudersound

A
ctress Emilia Clarke has 
teased the fans of “Game 
of Thrones”, saying the fi-
nale of the fantasy series’ 
last season will be “what 

none of us think it will be”.

Clarke flew to Cannes in the 
midst of shooting the final season 
of HBO’s “Game of Thrones” -- the 
fantasy series that features her play-
ing Daenerys Targaryen. The actress 
attended the Cannes Film Festival 

on Tuesday with the cast of her 
forthcoming project “Solo: A Star 
Wars Story”, reports variety.com. 

She said she was not certain how 
all the clashes for the Iron Throne 
will end. “It will be what none of us 
think it will be,” Clarke said.

“Game of Thrones” started with 
the first season back in 2011 and the 
final season is set to open in 2019.

Based on George R.R. Mar-
tin’s novels, the show is about the 
thrilling quest to claim the Iron 
Throne. It is the intricate and sur-
prising tale that keeps one hooked 
to the show.

Clarke gets emotional with the 
thought of the show coming to end. 

“It really feels like preparing to 
leave home... That’s exciting, but it’s 
sad and scary all at the same time,” 
she said.

“Game of Thrones” also stars 
Sophie Turner, Kit Harington, Lena 
Headey, Maisie Williams, Peter 
Dinklage, Nikolaj Coster-Waldau 
and Iain Glen.

IANS

A 
new version of 
Bollywood star 
Madhuri Dixit’s 
chartbuster 
“Dil toh pagal 

hai”, sung by a band com-
prising six specially-abled 
children, will spread 
awareness on mental 
health and disability. She 
feels proud.

Madhuri said in a 
statement: “It fills me with 
pride that one of my fa-
vourite songs with one of 
my favourite filmmakers, 
Yashji (late Yash Chopra), 
is being used for such a 
wonderful cause of creat-
ing awareness for mental 
health and disability.”

The song is being ren-
dered by members of the 
6 Pack Band 2.0, curated 
by Shameer Tandon and 
conceived and produced 
by Ashish Patil of Y-Films.

IANS

T
he District and Sessions Court here will 
hear the Kankani blackbuck poaching 
and Arms Act cases against Bollywood 
Salman Khan on July 17.

A hearing was held against Salman in 
the Arms Act case on Tuesday in the court of Dis-
trict and Sessions judge Chandra Kumar Sonagara. 
The court fixed July 17 as the next date of hearing.

Salman’s advocate Hastimal Saraswat submit-
ted an application in the court, arguing that the 
Kankani blackbuck poaching case and Arms Act 
case should he heard together as they are both of 
the same nature and have same witnesses.

After his appeal, Sonagara fixed July 17 as the 
next date of hearing in both the cases.

The Chief Judicial Magistrate court had acquit-
ted Salman in the Arms Act case on January 18, 
2017 after giving him a benefit of doubt. However, 
the Rajasthan government, appealed in the District 
and Sessions court against the ruling.

Salman, with an expired licence, had allegedly 
carried and used firearms while poaching two 
blackbucks in village Kankani on October 1-2, 1998.

Just last month, Salman was convicted and giv-
en a five-year imprisonment on charges of killing 
two blackbucks. He spent two nights in the Jodhpur 
Central Jail. He is currently out on bail.

IANS

PTI/AP

Actress Emilia Clarke poses for photographers during a photo call for the film ‘Solo: A Star Wars 
Story’ at the 71st international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Tuesday, May 15, 2018. 
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Trent Alexander-Arnold

Neymar

Ireland’s Tim Murtagh celebrates as Pakistan’s Asad Shafiq is bowled out during day five of the International Test Match at The Village, in Dublin, 
Ireland. 

PTI

Optimistic Rahane says 
Rajasthan can still 

qualify for play-offs

Messi alarmed by possible 
Neymar move to Real Madrid

‘Proper big dog’ coming to 
County, Moeen Ali on Virat Kohli

Test debut just the ‘beginning’ for upbeat Ireland

Pep Guardiola crowned LMA Manager of the Year

Morning Star FC to revive 
academies in Karbi Anglong 

Alexander-Arnold gets 
England World Cup call 
as Hart, Wilshere axed

Kolkata, May 16 (PTI): Their fate hanging by a thread, Rajasthan 
Royals captain Ajinkya Rahane believes his side still can qualify for 
the play-offs even after a bitter six-wicket defeat to Kolkata Knight 
Riders in the Indian Premier League.

After a great start by Jos Buttler and Rahul Tripathi, Rajasthan 
were bundled out for 142, which was chased down by KKR in 18 
overs on Tuesday night in the eastern Indian city of Kolkata.

Rajasthan are lying fourth in the standings with 12 points from 
13 games and will now face a virtual shoot-out on May 19 against a 
resurgent Royal Challengers Bangalore, who are also in contention in 

a dogfight with three other teams for the two available play-off berths.
“We still have to believe in ourselves. Anything can happen in cricket, 

it’s a funny game. We have to learn from our mistakes. We were too posi-
tive with our batting tonight. But, we have to learn as a team,” Rahane 

said at the post-match news conference on Tuesday night.
Rahane admitted that they have not batted well this season 

as they should have posted something around 175-180 yesterday, 
especially after the magnificent start provided by Buttler and 
Tripathi.

“After the magnificent start given by Rahul Tripathi and Jos 
Buttler, we did not string any partnerships. It’s not about any 
individual. We lost because we did not apply ourselves in the 
middle and we needed to get a partnership going. When you 
get a start like that you have to back yourself,” he said.

“We lost because of our batting. Even in the tournament 
we did not bat that well except for Buttler whose consistency 
was good to see. So many things the boys can learn from him. 
We thought 175-180 was a par score on this wicket.” 

Their task has become all the more difficult as their Eng-
lish duo of Ben Stokes and Jos Buttler played their last match 
of the season last night. They will head back to their country 
for a Test series against Pakistan.

But Rahane said Rajasthan have good overseas players to 
replace the Englishmen.

“Definitely, we will miss Ben Stokes and Jos Buttler. I am 
really happy for Jos. Because, as a player, it’s everyone’s dream 
to represent their country in the longer format. We have got 3-4 

overseas players with us, they are equally good.
“I’m sure the boys, especially the overseas players, will step up 

in the last league game against RCB,” he said.s

Buenos Aires, May 16 
(IANS): FC Barcelona su-
perstar and Argentina cap-
tain Lionel Messi has said 
that seeing his former Barca 
teammate Neymar end up 
with arch-rivals Real Madrid 
will be a “hard blow.”

“It would be terrible be-
cause of what Ney means 
to Barcelona,” Messi told 
Argentina’s TyC Sports on 
Tuesday, reports Efe news 
agency. 

“Despite the way in 
which he left ... He won im-
portant titles here. It would 
be a hard blow for everyone, 
especially for all Barcelona 
supporters. He knows it. 
I’ve told him, we’ve talked 
about it.”

Neymar, one of the at-
tacking mainstays of the 
current Brazil squad, plays 
for French powerhouse 
Paris Saint-Germain (PSG).

Last August, PSG paid 
Barcelona a record trans-
fer fee of 222 million euros 
($263 million) for Neymar, 
who reportedly started talk-
ing about leaving the French 
club after they were elimi-
nated from the Champions 
League by Real Madrid.

But the 26-year-old 
striker has sought to play 
down the talk of another 
move.

Turning to the 2018 

World Cup, Messi said that 
Argentina would see the 
tournament as a failure if 
they didn’t reach the semi-
finals.

“We have no obliga-
tions to anyone. We’re the 
first to want to become 
champions, to win. The 
fact that we’ve been in three 
finals and failed to become 
champions in all of them is 
a heavy burden we bear. We 
want to overcome that bar-
rier,” he said.

The Messi-led Argen-

tina side lost the 2014 World 
Cup final to Germany and 
came up short in two Copa 
America finals.

Messi said that Brazil is 
most likely to win the 2018 
World Cup in Russia, be-
cause they have really good 
players, a very steadfast 
defense and strikers who 
“kill you.”

“They have strong play-
ers. They really know what 
they’re doing. All their team 
moves are very mecha-
nised,” he said.

New Delhi, May 16 (PTI): Some assump-
tions in the Surrey dressing room are sure 
to come crashing down when “proper big 
dog” Virat Kohli joins the side, said England 
all-rounder Moeen Ali as he reflected on 
the Indian captain’s much talked-about 
county stint next month.

While there aren’t too many big local 
names in the Surrey squad, there are a few 
international stars in the line-up, head-
lined by South Africa’s Morne Morkel, Tom 
Curran, Dean Elgar and Australia’s Mitchell 
Marsh and Aaron Finch.

Moeen and his compatriot Chris 
Woakes are playing under Kohli for the 
Royal Challengers Bangalore in IPL.

“I know a few of the Surrey guys and 
they are not what people make them out 
to be a lot of the time. But if anyone in that 
dressing room does think they are a big 
dog, they will need to sit down for a little 
while because there is a proper big dog 
coming,” Moeen was quoted as saying by 
‘The Guardian’.

Moeen and Woakes also rejected the 
perception that the Indian captain is in-
timidating and aggressive.

“You see him on the field and people 
might think he’s arrogant but it is the com-

plete opposite. He’s so humble it is almost 
weird how nice he is. He’s the biggest name 
in India but will ring me to check I’m OK or 
ask if I fancy lunch,” he said.

Endorsing Moeen’s view, Woakes add-
ed: “You have your perceptions of someone 
like Virat, who is quite passionate, emo-
tional, in your face and plays it hard. But 
off the field he’s very calm and you can chat 
about anything.

“He’s very down to earth and for some-
one who has such huge pressures and 
public focus in India, to see him go about 
his business in this way quite refreshing.”

Woakes went to the extent of saying 
that any other player of the team is irrel-
evant when Kohli is around.

“In my first year of IPL I found as an 
overseas player you get a lot of attention 
walking through airports in India. But 
having him in the team - the No 1, the king 
- we’re almost irrelevant. 

“It makes you realise what his life is 
like. So county cricket will be much more 
chilled and he’ll enjoy that. Playing at 
smaller grounds, which will be an experi-
ence too. Having spoken to him about 
it, he loves touring other countries - it’s a 
release.”

Malahide, May 16 (AFP): 
Ireland’s men’s Test debut 
ended in a loss to Pakistan 
but the country’s top cricket 
administrator is confident 
the game can become a 
“major sport” on the do-
mestic scene within a dec-
ade.

Ireland were eyeing a 
miracle at Malahide when, 
having been made to follow-
on, they reduced Pakistan to 
14 for three on Tuesday’s 
fifth morning only for the 
tourists to eventually chase 
down a target of 160 for a 
five-wicket success.

“We’ve always said Test 
cricket wasn’t the end of 
the journey, it’s the begin-
ning,” Cricket Ireland chief 
executive Warren Deutrom 
explained after the match.

“We’ve probably done 
this the wrong way around. 
Most teams, they get very 
good at what they do do-
mestically then they make 
a big noise globally. We’ve 
made a big noise global-
ly and are using that as a 
means of driving popularity 
and visibility of the sport 
back here in Ireland.”

Gaelic games, rugby 
and football dominate the 
Irish sporting landscape 
but Deutrom is convinced 
cricket, with its internation-
al reach, can make its mark.

“We’re not going to sud-
denly be the biggest sport 

London, May 16 (Reu-
ters): Manchester City’s 
Pep Guardiola was named 
Manager of the Year at a 
League Managers Associa-
tion awards ceremony on 
Tuesday after leading his 
side to the Premier League 
title and a host of records.

The Spaniard, 47, whose 
team finished 19 points 

ahead of second-placed 
Manchester United, also 
won the League Cup in Feb-
ruary, beating Arsenal 3-0 at 
Wembley.

City became the first 
top-flight club to gain 100 
points and broke records 
for goals scored in a Pre-
mier League season (106), 
consecutive wins, most vic-

tories (32) and the best goal 
difference (+79).

Guardiola beat off com-
petition for the award from 
Liverpool’s Juergen Klopp, 
Burnley’s Sean Dyche, Wol-
verhampton Wanderers 
boss Nuno Espirito Santos, 
Cardiff City manager Neil 
Warnock and Accrington 
Stanley’s John Coleman.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, May 16 (EMN): In 
an effort to train young 
players and compete in 
higher football competi-
tions, the Karbi Anglong 
Morning Star Football Club 
(KAMSFC) will be reviving 
football academies of the 
club in the Karbi Anglong 
district. This was informed 
by  KAMSFC’s coach  Horen 
Engti Kathar Diphu during 
an interaction with this 
correspondent on Wednes-
day. 

 “The club managing 
core committee has de-
cided to revive all the foot-
ball academies of KAMSFC 

spread up in various cen-
tres of both Karbi Anglong 
and West Karbi Anglong 
to give training to young 
emerging players and to 
have quality players to be 
fit to compete in various 
higher levels of competi-
tions,” the coach said. 

It  h a s  d i re c t e d  a l l 
coaches and managers of 
concerned academies to 
report to the coach by with-
in May 20 of their academy 
status, player’s registration, 
enrolment and other infor-
mation required. “If any of 
the academies failed to re-
port within the stipulated 
time then that particular 

academy might fall under 
second phase,” he said. 

A  bui l ding  for  t he 
club’s permanent office 
and a hostel for players 
are said to be ‘in prepara-
tion.’ The entire surround-
ing of the office has been 
cleaned and will be ready 
by a weeks’ time, Kathar 
informed.

The club has 15 acad-
emies viz. in Diphu, Dillai, 
Hanjanglangso, Khatkhati, 
Chowkihola, Dolamara, 
Bakulia, Den Arong, Ok-
kereng, Tumpreng, Donka-
mukam, Hamren, Baith-
alangso,  Borgaon and 
Ulukunchi.

London, May 16 (AFP):  
Trent Alexander-Arnold has 
been included in England’s 
squad for the World Cup as 
Joe Hart and Jack Wilshere 
were the big-name casual-
ties of Gareth Southgate’s 
youth revolution.

The England manager 
confirmed on Wednesday 
that, as widely anticipated, 
he had omitted both on-
loan West Ham goalkeeper 
Hart and Arsenal midfielder 
Wilshere were not in his 
squad for the World Cup in 
Russia.

Hart is 31 and has played 
75 times for England. Injury-
prone Wilshere is 26 and has 
34 England caps.

But 19-year-old Liver-
pool right-back Alexander-
Arnold will be on the flight 
to Russia as Southgate has 
opted for a youthful selec-
tion in what he hopes will 
prove a bold new era for the 
under-achieving national 
team.

The 23 players averages 
just 19 caps, making them 
England’s least experienced 
World Cup squad since 
1962.

The selection of Alex-
ander-Arnold, comes after 
some fine performances in 
Liverpool’s run to the Cham-
pions League final.

“The first call up for 
Trent Alexander-Arnold is 
well deserved. When we pick 
young players, it’s not just 
because they are young, it’s 
because their performances 
deserve it,” Southgate said.

S o u t h g a t e  n a m e d 
Burnley’s Nick Pope, at 26 
the oldest of the three goal-
keepers, in place of Hart and 
called up Manchester City’s 
Fabian Delph, who can play 
at left-back or in midfield, to 
take over from Wilshere.

Delph hasn’t played for 
England since 2015, but 
he is coming off a Premier 
League title-winning cam-
paign with City.

The most capped play-
er, with 52 appearances, is 
Chelsea defender Gary Ca-
hill, at 32 the second oldest 
member of the squad, who 
was included despite miss-
ing out in recent friendlies, 
while there was no place for 
Liverpool midfielder Adam 
Lallana, who has recently 
returned from a long ham-
string injury lay-off.

Chelsea’s young mid-
fielder Ruben Loftus-Cheek 
has earned selection after an 
impressive season on loan at 
Crystal Palace.

“I believe this is a squad 
which we can be excited 
about,” Southgate said.

“It is a young group, but 
with some really impor-
tant senior players so I feel 
the balance of the squad is 
good, both in terms of its ex-
perience, its character and 
also the positional balance.

Southgate has included 
just four players -- Jordan 
Henderson, Raheem Ster-
ling, Danny Welbeck and 
Cahill -- who played in the 
last World Cup in 2014.

Harry Kane, Jamie Vardy, 
Marcus Rashford, Sterling 
and Welbeck are England’s 
attacking options.

He has put Lallana, 
Burnley duo Tom Heaton 
and James Tarkowski, Lewis 
Cook of Bournemouth and 
West Bromwich Albion’s 
Jake Livermore on a stand-
by list in case of injuries.

The squad are due to 
begin training together next 
week ahead of friendlies 
against Nigeria at Wembley 
on June 2 and Costa Rica in 
Leeds on June 7. 

overnight but if I look back 
where we were 10 years ago 
to where we are now, and 
trace the potential for us 
over the next five, 10 years, 
there’s no reason why we 
shouldn’t be a major sport 
in Ireland,” he insisted.

While England and 
Wales Cricket Board chair-
man Colin Graves has come 
under fire for suggesting 
none of the sport’s current 
formats appeal to young-
sters, Deutrom is looking to 
the limited overs game to 

help build a fanbase.
Cricket superpower In-

dia come to Ireland for two 
Twenty20 internationals 
in June and Deutrom said: 
“We need to keep playing 
(Test cricket) because why 
otherwise would we have 
sought the status? But we 
don’t want to do too much 
of it. It’s going to be finan-
cially unsustainable.

“The Irish public has 
only ever really existed on a 
diet of ODIs (one-day inter-
nationals),” the Englishman 

added.
“We’re really looking 

forward to the huge games 
against India coming up in 
June. I think we’ve nearly 
sold out the second game, 
which is 8,000 people, 
which is fantastic.

“The opportunities to 
grow the game will come 
primarily through the 
white-ball game but we still 
want to keep in contact with 
the Test format. It’s our way 
of maintaining our connec-
tion with the tradition of the 

sport.”
- ‘Do the right thing’ -
There are concerns over 
whether Ireland have the 
playing depth to build on 
an impressive run of results 
that have included World 
Cup wins over Pakistan, 
England and the West In-
dies.

Several members of the 
team that played in the Test 
match at Dublin’s Malahide 
Cricket Club are in their 
30s, with opener Ed Joyce, 
who has scored 47 first-class 

hundreds, nudging 40.
But Deutrom is con-

fident Cricket Ireland are 
establishing structures be-
neath the national side -- 
including the three-team 
inter-provincial first-class 
competition -- that will al-
low the likes of batsman 
James Shannon to step up 
when the ‘golden genera-
tion’ finally call it a day.

“We’re now into the 
sixth season of our inter-
provincial competition,” 
said Deutrom. “It was a risk 
because we could set it up 
and then we weren’t going 
to get any funding to make 
it sustainable. Hanley En-
ergy have come in to make 
it sustainable.

“We set up an academy 
at the same time as well, in 
2013.

“Are we doing the right 
things? Yes, I believe we are.

“Now that we’re on the 
FTP (Future Tours Pro-
gramme) we’re going to 
have the opportunity to 
have more reciprocal ar-
rangements with the major 
countries to make sure we 
give the next tier of players 
opportunities, not just in 
our inter-provincial compe-
tition, through the academy 
but then also to have A team 
cricket to make sure when 
we’ve got guys coming into 
the international team there 
as ready as they can be.”
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Boston Celtics guard Jaylen Brown, rear, drives against the defense of Cleveland Cavaliers center Kevin Love during 
the second half in Game 2 of the NBA basketball Eastern Conference finals.

(From L-R) Imkongsunep Jamir, coach Khriemelie Metha and Ketholetuo Nagi.

David Moyes

NBA EASTERN CONFERENCE FINALS 

PREMIER LEAGUE EXODUSCeltics survive LeBron James' 
attack to take 2-0 series lead

Sam Allardyce  sacked by Everton
David Moyes departs West Ham 
despite keeping them up

Naga MMA fighters taste the international experience 

Boston, May 16 (AFP): Jaylen 
Brown scored 23 points and 
the Boston Celtics overcame 
a 42-point performance from 
LeBron James to beat Cleveland 
107-94 on Tuesday and take a 
2-0 lead in the Eastern Confer-
ence finals.

Terry Rozier added 18 points, 
while Al Horford finished with 
15 points and 10 rebounds for 
the Celtics, who improved to 8-0 
this post-season at the Boston 
Garden.

Cleveland Cavaliers' LeBron 
James reacts to a foul by a Boston 
Celtics player. ReutersCleveland 
Cavaliers' LeBron James reacts to 
a foul by a Boston Celtics player. 
Reuters

"We really lean on him," said 
Brown of Horford. "He has been 
doing it all year. That is why they 
pay him the big bucks."

The Celtics, who overcame a 
double digit deficit, have never 
blown a 2-0 series lead in the 
postseason. Game Three is on 
Sunday in Cleveland.

Brown said they can't let up 
in Game Three because Cava-
liers superstar James usually 

raises his game another notch 
after a loss.

"We need tremendous focus. 
He (James) one of best players of 
all time. But if there is anybody 
I would put my money on it 
would be this group," Brown 
said.

The Celtics used a balanced 
attack as a half dozen players 
reached double figures. Cleve-
land had 15 turnovers leading to 
13 Boston points and the Celtics 
had just six turnovers.

James also delivered 12 as-
sists and 10 rebounds, scoring 
21 of Cleveland's 27 points in the 
first quarter.

His 42 points marked his fifth 
40-point game of these playoffs. 
James had just 15 points and 
missed all five of his three-point 
attempts in a game one defeat.

"We have the opportunity 
go back home and take home 
court," James said. "They did 
what they had to do to protect 
home court and now it is our 
time as well.

"We will see what we are 
made of on Saturday."

Tuesday's game got physical 

as the Celtics pulled out all the 
stops to try and contain James.

James appeared to strain his 
neck in a first-half collision. The 
Cavaliers sagged in the second 
half, where they were outscored 
59-39 by the Celtics.

Cleveland coach Tyronn Lue 
said they need to be more physi-
cal and referred to the Boston 
players as goons.

"We got to be tougher men-
tally and physically," Lue said. 
"They are gooning it up and we 
have got to do the same thing."

Kevin Love finished with 
22 points and 15 rebounds for 
Cleveland.

Kyle Korver came off the 
bench to score 11 points but 
starters Tristan Thompson, JR 
Smith and George Hill combined 
for just 11 points in the loss.

"Down the stretch we took 
some bad shots," Lue said. "We 
didn't close the half way we 
wanted to and they had a big 
third quarter.

"In the third quarter we had 
some miscommunication on 
defence and they scored some 
easy baskets."

London, May 16 (IANS): English Pre-
mier League club Everton on Wednes-
day confirmed the departure of man-
ager Sam Allardyce after less than a 
season at Goodison Park.

In a club statement, CEO Professor 
Denise Barrett-Baxendale was quoted 
as saying by ESPNFC: "On behalf of 
the Chairman, Board of Directors and 
Moshiri, I'd like to thank Sam for the 
job he has done at Everton over the last 
seven months. 

Sam was brought in at a challeng-
ing time last season to provide us with 
some stability and we are grateful to 
him for doing that.

"However, we have made the deci-
sion that, as part of our longer-term 
plan, we will be appointing a new 
manager this summer and will be 
commencing this process immediate-
ly. Again, we'd like to place on record 
our sincere thanks to Sam for his work 
with us over the last few months and 
wish him well for the future."

Allardyce took over the reins on 
November 30 last year, six months 
after leaving a similarly short stint at 
Crystal Palace.

Despite lifting the club from 13th 
in the Premier League when he took 
over to eighth finish, Allardyce, a for-
mer England boss, could never win 
over a large section of the Everton 
fanbase. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, May 16 (EMN): Two 
players of the Yoddha Fighting 
Championship (YFC) have had 
a chance to experience competi-
tion in the international arena. 
The two players, Imkongsunep 
Jamir and Ketholetuo Nagi, par-
ticipated in the 28th Ultimate 
Beatdown Borneo on May 12 
in Malaysia recently.  The two 
will be returning to Nagaland 
on Friday, updates stated on 
Wednesday. 

In an interaction with Eastern 
Mirror, their coach Khriemelie 
Metha claimed, “After seeing our 
performances, the promoters be-
hind Ultimate Beatdown Borneo 
have promised to invite us again 
for their next event sometime in 
October.” 

West Ham United has parted 
company with manager Da-
vid Moyes, who successfully 

kept the club in the Premier League 
after replacing Slaven Bilic on a short-
term deal in November.

A statement on West Ham’s website 
confirming Moyes’s departure said the 
club wanted to take a “different direc-
tion”.

Moyes took charge with West Ham 
in 18th place after a dismal start to the 
season in which they won two of their 
first 11 league games. Former Everton 
and Manchester United manager 
Moyes managed to steady the ship and 
Sunday’s victory over the Toffees meant 
they finished the season in 13th place.

The statement said Moyes’s assis-
tants Alan Irvine, Stuart Pearce and Billy 
McKinlay had also departed.

“I would like to place on record my 
sincere thanks to David Moyes and his 
staff for achieving the target of keep-
ing West Ham United in the Premier 
League,” co-Chairman David Sullivan 
said.

Moyes had to work in a difficult at-
mosphere at the London Stadium, West 

On being asked if there 
were any plans for a Mixed 
Martial Arts event, he said 
plans are being made to host 
one in Nagaland after the mon-
soon season.

In the event at the Interna-
tional Technology and Com-
mercial Centre at Kota Kinaba-
lu, 28 years old Jamir won a 
bantamweight (61.2kgs) bout. 
He won a match against Zheng 
Teng Lim from Evolve MMA, 
Singapore.  The Naga player is 
the  YFC's 2017 featherweight 
division (66kgs) champion.

Twenty five years old Keth-
oletuo Nagi, the YFC's 2017 
strawweight division (52kg) 
champion, lost his flyweight 
(56.7kgs) bout to Dayat from 
Brunei. 

Ham’s unpopular new home since they left Upton 
Park in 2016. Fans have been increasingly disen-
chanted with the club’s owners and protested at 
some home games.

The club said they would seek to recruit a 
“high-calibre” manager within the next 10 days.

Former Manchester City boss Manuel Pel-
legrini is one of the names in the frame for the 
job. (Reuters) 


