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Lok Sabha by-poll: PDA, NPF 
to go head-to-head in May 28

Nagaland: HSLC and 
HSSLC results on May 18

‘Leave the teachers alone’: Ansta 
wants members free of poll-duty 

NSDMA predicts ‘drenched state’ after 14 days

Some heroes wear capes made from newspapers

SC notice to Centre, states 
on in-house pharmacies

Modi govt. splurges over 
INR 4,300 cr. in publicity — RTI
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 24° 19°

Agartala 30° 24°

Gangtok 24° 12°

Guwahati 31° 21°

Imphal 28° 17°

Itanagar 28° 19°

Shillong 21° 15°

Delhi 39° 28°

Kolkata 35° 25°

Chennai 37° 29°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 21° 15°
DIMAPUR 28° 20°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 22mm 90%
DIMAPUR 6mm 92%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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If you do not think 
about your future, you 

cannot have one. 

~ John Galsworthy
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FIFA World Cup 2018: 30 
days to go  |  P12

 Shashi Tharoor charged 
with abetting wife Sunanda’s 

suicide |  P8

Our Correspondent
Kohima, May 14 (EMN): As the dead-
line for withdrawal of candidature to 
the ensuing Lok Sabha by-election 
expired on Monday – and with none 
of the two candidates who filed their 
nomination papers backing out – 
Nagaland is set to witness a straight 
fight between the People’s Democratic 
Alliance (PDA) candidate Tokheho 
Yepthomi of Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP and rival 
Naga People’s Front (NPF) candidate 
C Apok Jamir. The bye-election to the 
state’s lone Lok Sabha seat is sched-
uled to be held on May 28.

The PDA will be launching an in-
tensive election campaign on May 15 
at Dimapur’s DDSC Stadium at 11 am 
where a host of speakers led by Chief 

Minister Neiphiu Rio and legislators 
from the alliance partners besides the 
coalition’s candidate will be addressing 
the voters. 

On the other hand, opposition 
NPF will be launching its campaign 
the next day, on May 16, (interestingly) 
from Ura Academy Hall in Kohima. 
The NPF’s choice of the venue for 
launching its election campaign only 
deepen questions and the obscurity 
as to why the party appears to be em-
ploying the platform of the academic 
sector to garner public support. 

A letter written by the NPF presi-
dent Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu, who 
is also the president of Ura Academy, 
addressed to Akavi Zhimomi, ‘founder 
AAP’ and Sushil Kumar, ‘senior leader 
AAP’ seeking their support for the 

NPF candidate has been circulating in 
social media since Sunday morning. 
The letter bore the letterhead of Ura 
Academy instead of the NPF.

Nevertheless, a total of 11,97,438 
electors will be casting their votes in 
2196 polling stations across Nagaland 
in the by-poll. The by-election to the 
state’s single parliamentary seat in 
the Lok Sabha will be held along with 
three other parliamentary constituen-
cies – two in Maharashtra and one in 
Uttar Pradesh.

The by-election in the state will be 
headed Commissioner as the return-
ing officer, who will be assisted by 12 
assistant returning officers including 
the district electoral officers-cum-
deputy commissioners of all the 11 
districts and the ADC of Pughoboto.

Dimapur, May 14 (DIPR): The provisional 
results of the HSLC and HSSLC Examina-
tions 2018 conducted by the NBSE shall 
be declared in the afternoon of 18th May 
2018. The results shall be available in the 
following modes:
INTERNET:

1. www.nbsenagaland.com
2. www.indiaresults.com
3. www.examresults.net
4. www.schools9.com
5. www.exametc.com
6. www.knowyourresuIt.com

SMS:
The results can be accessed by sending SMS 
to the numbers mentioned with the follow-
ing key words:

1. HSLC (Class 10) Examination 2018
 SMS – NB10<space>ROLL NUMBER 

to 54242
 HSSLC (Class 12) Examination 2018
 SMS - NB12<space>ROLL NUMBER 

to 54242
2. HSLC (Class 10) Examination 2018
 SMS - RESULT<space>NAG10<space> 

ROLL NUMBER to 58888
 HSSLC (Class 12) Examination 2018
 SMS - RESULT<space>NAG12<space> 

ROLL NUMBER to 58888
PRINTED FORM:
The provisional result gazettes will be is-
sued to all the registered institutions of the 
Board. The results will also be available on 
the notice board of the office.

The heads of registered institutions 
are informed to collect the marksheets 
and other documents from 18th May 2018 
afternoon to 21st May 2018. If the head of 
institution cannot come, duly authorised 
persons should be deputed to collect the 
same.

Dimapur, May 14 (EMN): The 
All Nagaland School Teachers 
Association (Ansta) has asked 
the state government to exempt 
teachers from election assign-
ments during the coming Lok 
Sabha elections.  “By nature 
the duty of teachers is time 
bound to teach the students 
and complete the content syl-
labus within the stipulated 
time frame. As per the scheme 
of work, the whole syllabi of 
the students of a year has been 
equally divided into 3/4 parts 
which has to be completed 

within the appointed time. 
“Hence, when teachers are 

being engaged for other non-
teaching activities during teach-
ing hours, the students will have 
to appear the exam without cov-
ering the syllabus (sic). Which is 
indeed a crime as far as qual-
ity education and students aca-
demic interest is concerned. The 
innocent students have right to 
appear their exams only after the 
course is well completed (sic), if 
necessary revision of course has 
to be done before the exam,” it 
stated. 

“If the teachers are not ex-
empted from the duty, then the 
situation shall compel those 
many govt. schools to conduct 
the 1st terminal exam without 
covering the syllabus making the 
students – the ultimate sufferers. 

"Therefore, in line with the 
Supreme Court order which 
clearly stated that teachers 
cannot be forced to do non-
teaching jobs during teach-
ing days and within teaching 
hours, the teachers should be 
exempted from the forth com-
ing bye-election duty."

Dimapur, May 14 (EMN): The Nagaland State 
Disaster Management Authority (NSDMA) is 
stated to have collated the pre-monsoon weath-
er data sources from the department of Soil and 
Water Conservation and the NSDMA (AWS) data 
to arrive at the following conclusions:
•	 The	pre-monsoon	weather	 is	attributed	

to the prevailing cyclonic circulation over 
West Bengal and adjoining region, which 
has been attracting humid winds from Bay 
of Bengal.

•	 As	reiterated	before,	these	pre-monsoon	
activities would only occur during late 
evening, night or early morning hours. April 
ended with less than satisfactory rains for 
most parts of Nagaland, but the month of 
May started on a rainy note. In fact, the 
state has been recording on and off rains 
(sic) ever since the beginning of the month. 
These showers were also accompanied with 

thunderstorms and lightning strikes.
•	 There	is	a	significant	amount	of	increase	in	

the monthly rainfall for Nagaland ie from 77 
mm in May, it increased to 150 mm in April. 
In fact, the capital city of Kohima has already 
recorded 121 mm of rain in a span of the 
first eight days in comparison to its monthly 
average rainfall of 165 mm

•	 On	the	28th	of	May	2018,	rain	and	thunder-
storms are likely to drench the state. Accord-
ing to weather forecast the date will coincide 
with the onset of monsoon. The normal date 
of the onset of southwest monsoon will start 
on a timely note, thus pre-monsoon activi-
ties would pick up its pace by May 28th 2018.

•	 In	this	regard,	the	public	(sic)	are	advised	
to stay safe and not make temporary huts 
for overnight halt or stay near riverbanks 
or under big trees to reduce risk from flash 
floods/cloudburst and lightning strikes.

Atono Tsükrü
Kohima, May 14 (EMN): The story of 
a little boy who delivers 100 copies of 
newspapers in Kohima town before going 
to school every morning has taken social 
media by the storm in the past few days.  

Twelve-year-old Minyarhü, a class V 
student of Government Middle School, 
L Khel in Kohima village is from Poumai 
community, residing at Kitsubozou, 
Kohima. He delivers newspapers to 100 
households every morning before he 
goes to school – the earning from which 

he uses to pay his for school expenses.
As Eastern Mirror recently caught up 

with him, it was learned that Minyarhü 
is the third among seven children in the 
family. His father is a daily wage earner 
who works in a stone quarry; and mother 
is a ‘housewife’. 

While most children of his age are in 
bed early morning every day, Minyarhü 
gets up at as early as 4.30 am and leaves 
home to collect his share of papers at 5 
am from ‘the delivery point’ at Old NST, 
Kohima.

New Delhi, May 14 (IANS): 
The Supreme Court on 
Monday sought a response 
from the Centre, states and 
Union Territories on a PIL 
alleging patients are com-
pelled to buy medicines 
from the in-house phar-
macy stores of hospitals and 
are prevented from buying 
them in the open market.

A bench of Justice S.A. 
Bobde and Justice Nag-
eswara Rao issued notice 
to the Ministry of Health 
and Family Welfare and the 
governments of all states 
and Union Territories.

The Public Interest Liti-
gation (PIL) filed by practic-
ing lawyer Vijay Pal Dalmia 
contended that patients 
admitted in private hospi-
tals are being made to suf-
fer considerable financial 
losses through the forced 
purchase of drugs from in-
house pharmacies.

These stores sell drugs 
at a much higher price than 
other stores that usually 
offer discounts over MRP 
(maximum retail price), 
Dalmia said.

He sought directions 
to the governments to ban 
this malpractice and protect 
the interests of the buyers of 
medicines, medical devices 
and implants and medical 

consumables.
The advocate said as of 

now, "there is no law or pol-
icy framework" to prevent 
the misuse, fleecing and 
looting by hospitals, and the 
governments have left the 
people in the unscrupulous 
hands and regressive re-
gime of the hospitals.

"Ban the hospitals and 
hospital pharmacies from 
compelling the patients 
to mandatorily buy medi-
cines from hospitals and 
the hospital pharmacies 
only at MRP or manipulat-
ed and artificially inflated 
prices for profiteering also 
from sale of medicines, 
when the medicines are 
available at lesser and 
heavily discounted prices 
in the open market from 
the medical shops, retail-
ers, dealers and distrib-
utors duly licensed and 
regulated by the Drug Con-
trol Department of state 
and central governments," 
stated the plea.

The governments, de-
spite knowing all these 
malpractices adopted by 
hospitals all over India, have 
shut their eyes and totally 
ignored the interest of the 
patients which they are 
bound to protect, it added.

It said these acts of fi-

nancial malpractices are 
"against the humans, hu-
manity, morality and the 
right of the citizens to live 
a dignified and respectable 
life", adding that it is also 
obligatory on the govern-
ments to provide best and 
affordable healthcare to the 
citizens.

The advocate also said 
the governments should 
ensure that notice boards 
are put up at appropriate 
and prominent places in the 
hospitals and the hospital 
pharmacies that the pa-
tients and their attendants 
have the choice to purchase 
medicines from the vendor 
of their choice including the 
hospital pharmacy.

The advocate said his 
wife is suffering from breast 
cancer and the hospital 
where she is being treated 
has given a medicine at an 
MRP of about Rs 61,132, 
whereas the medicine man-
ufactured and marketed by 
the same company is being 
sold in the open market at a 
discounted rate of Rs 50,000 
for each injection.

Also, on purchase of 
four injections, one injec-
tion is being given free of 
cost to the patient, thereby 
bringing the effective cost to 
Rs 41,000 for each injection.

Mumbai, May 14 (IANS): The govern-
ment of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has so far splurged a whopping 
Rs 4,343.26 crore only for advertise-
ments and publicity through different 
media, it has been revealed under RTI, 
an activist said here on Monday.

Mumbai-based RTI activist Anil 
Galgali had sought details from the 
centre's Bureau of Outreach and 
Communication (BOC) on all spend 
on advertisement and publicity in all 
media since the present government 
assumed office.

The replies provided by Financial 
Advisor, BOC, Tapan Sutradhar on the 
expenses incurred since June 2014, 
were a revelation on the massive 
spends, but owing to all-round criti-
cism of the government, there was a 
small reduction -- almost Rs 308 crore 
-- in 2017, said Galgali.

As per the replies, from June 2014 
to March 2015, the government spent 
Rs 424.85 crore in print publicity, Rs 
448.97 crore on electronic media and 
Rs 79.72 crore on outdoor publicity, 
totalling to Rs 953.54 crore.

In the next fiscal 2015-16, the 
spending increased substantially for 
all media. These included, Rs 510.69 
crore on print media, Rs 541.99 crore 
on electronic media and Rs 118.43 
crore on outdoor publicity, or a total 
of Rs 1,171.11 crore.

In 2016-17, the expenditure in-
curred on print medium dropped 
(yet higher than the first year June 
2014-March 2015), to Rs 463.38 crore, 

but for the electronic medium it 
increased over the previous year to 
Rs 613.78 crore, and catapulted to 
Rs 185.99 crore on outdoor publicity, 
totalling to Rs 1,263.15 crore.

The next year, April 2017-March 
2018, there was a sharp drop in 
spending on electronic media over 
the previous year to Rs 475.13 crore 
and a significant drop in outdoor 
publicity expenses to Rs 147.10 crore.

The RTI replies also said that 
between April-December 2017 (nine-
month period), the government spent 
Rs 333.23 crore on the print medium 
alone, with the total figure of last fiscal 
(April 2017-March 2018) coming to Rs 
955.46 crore.

"A detailed analysis proves that 
after stringent criticism it attracted, 
especially from the opposition and 
on social media, over squandering of 
scarce public resources, the govern-
ment finally cut down on its public-
ity expenditure this year by Rs 307.69 
crore," Galgali told IANS.

However, he pointed out that the 
total spending of last financial year 
is still significantly higher than the 
present government's first year in of-
fice when it spent Rs 953.54 crore in 
just nine months in office.

He added that although it is okay 
for the government to spend on pub-
licity wherever genuinely required, in 
case of excess expenses, reins must 
be tightened and the authorities must 
publicise all such expenditure on its 
websites. 

Jessica Alba’s company donates 
1.5 million diapers  |  P10

Hey kid, does your family 
know you work here? My 

family does not even want me 
to here you know.

Mirror Takes

~ Arien

The latest work of Project 72 Hrs exhibits the motifs of the 16 recognised tribes of Nagaland across a 13x100 ft wall below the State Library 
in Kohima. Project 72 Hrs is a group of youth from Kohima who have been taking up the task of beautifying strategic yet, ‘not-so-attractive 
locations’ in the capital town. The group began their journey in 2015 pledging to commit at least 72 hours of their time in a year to community 
service. Their previous projects include 'Wall of Hope' and largerthan life portraits of Naga warriors. For the Wall of Ethnic Naga Shawls, Project 
72Hrs collaborated with the state department of Art and Culture, and it took three weeks for the group to complete the project.

Bend it like Naga

He earns INR 700/- per month. And 
when asked for the motivation behind 
his ‘unusual job’, he said that he took over 
the job form his elder brother who had to 
leave for their village in November 2017. 
The intention, he shared, was to ease the 
parent’s burden.

 Asked what he does with the monthly 
imbursement, he said that he gives the 
entire amount to his parents and asks for 
some of it when he needs to buy school 
supplies.            

According to this little boy, he is quite 
happy and satisfied with what he is doing; 
and has no qualms about it. He shared 
that even some of his friends from school 
want to follow his footsteps.  

A firm and quick ‘no, never!’ was his 
response to a query whether his early 
morning job ever got in the way of his 
arriving school in time. He shared that 
he was home by 7.40 am to 8 am after 
which he manages to reach school by 
8.30 every day. 

Minyarhü’s daily job is even more 
remarkable when considering that most 
kids of his age would rather be free of 
the responsibilities he has chose to carry 
at such a tender age. Even after coming 
home from school, he spends his time 
helping his mother complete the house-
hold chores before going out to play with 
friends in the evening, it was told. 

Per his confession, Minyarhü enjoys 
being at school. And yet when enquired 
what he would like to do in future, he 
point-blanks: ‘I don’t know.’ According to 
him, his parents appreciate him for what 
he does for himself and for the family. 
And for now, that is enough for this re-
markable 12-year-old kid. 
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Edu. minister apprises Rusa about 
vision for Nagaland as education hub

District election officers issue 
notifications for by-election

State’s BJP officials attend 
national executive meet

Dimapur MCC committee 
deliberates on by-poll activities

Mega-legal camp in Peren on May 19

1st round training for Kohima poll officials winds up 

Governor condoles 
with Medom’s demise

Ex-servicemen rally in Mokokchung, Longleng

Temjen Imna Along and delegates from Nagaland with officials of the Rusa in New Delhi on May 14.

Bharatiya Janata Party leaders Visasolie Lhoungu, Ananta Mishar, and other officials of the party at the 
BJP’s national executive meeting in Delhi.

Sara Jamir addressing the meeting of the MCC committee at the DC’s office in Dimapur on May 14.

Chubayanger addressing polling officials during the first-round training programme at Kohima College’s 
auditorium on Monday.

NLA committee meeting on May 30
Chairman of the Committee on Public Undertakings, 
Nagaland Legislative Assembly, Zale Neikha, has convened 
the first meeting of the newly constituted committee for 
the year 2018-2019 on May 30 at 11 am in the Assembly 
committee room. The meeting has been called to take 
stock of unfinished business of the committee and also to 
chalk out the work programme for the year. All committee 
members have been requested to attend the proposed 
meeting.

NPF to kick-start by-poll campiagn
The Naga Peoples Front (NPF) Lok Sabha by-election 
campaign will be kicked-off on May 16 at Ura Academy hall 
in Kohima village at 11 am. All party workers are requested 
to attend the same.

Acaut convenes meeting 
The Against Corruption and Unabated Taxation (Acaut) has 
convened a meeting on May 15 at 4 pm at its designated 
place. A press release from the Acaut’s secretary on Monday 
informed that the meeting will discuss matters relating 
to important issues. All its consultative members and 
advisors are requested to attend in the meeting for official 
endorsement of the consultative meeting minutes to the 
incumbent core members.

NLA library committee meeting postponed
The first meeting of Nagaland Legislative Assembly Library 
committee which was scheduled to be held on May 17 has 
been postponed till further notice. Chairman of the Library 
Committee has expressed regret for the inconvenience.

IGNOU to conduct joint meeting
Indira Gandhi National Open University Induction (IGNOU) 
will be holding a joint meeting for SC-2001 and 2014, 
Modern College of Kohima, Central Library, Nagaland 
University of Kohima has been scheduled on May 19 at 2 
pm at Modern College in Kohima. Fresh learners enrolled 
for Jan. 2018 session are requested to attend the meeting. 
For queries one may contact - 9856015006.

Physical verification of pensioners 
Office of the Senior Treasury Officer has informed all the 
pensioners, both life and family, drawing pension from 
Kohima South Treasury, that annual physical verification will 
be conducted  from June 1 to 30th at the Sr. Treasury Office, 
Kohima (South) during office hours. All the pensioners 
are asked to appear physically along with PPO book and 
renewed NPA ID card. The office also informed that failing 
to appear for verification, the concerned individual payment 
will be stopped.

Payment for requisitioned vehicles 
The district election officer of Dimapur has informed that 
payments for hiring charges for the conduct of assembly 
election 2018 for Dimapur district will be made from May 
16-18 from 10 am to 3 pm at Deputy Commissioner’s Office, 
cashier’s room in Dimapur. All the concerned have been 
informed to report with the requisitioned order and other 
necessary documents.  Also the assistant election officer of 
Mokokchung has informed all private vehicle owners that 
payment of hired charges in connection with the recently 
concluded general election to the legislative assembly will 
be disbursed from May 15-17 at Election office during office 
hour.

General observers for by-poll in station
In view of the By-Election to the 1-Nagaland Parliamentary 
Constituency, the commissioner and returning officer, 
Motsuthung Patton, has informed that general observers 
are in station. Political parties, candidates and general 
public are informed that the general observers can be 
communicated at the given numbers. Dr. J. Ravishankar, 
IAS, observer for Kohima, Dimapur, Peren Wokha, Phek, 
Zunheboto and Pughoboto -7005928984 and 9402053787. 
Manabendra Chakravarty,  IAS for Mokokchung, Tuensang 
Mon, Longleng and Kiphire -7630098858.

NEWS IN BRIEF

vision for Nagaland as an 
education and research 
hub not only in the North-
east but also at national 
and international level. 
He is stated to have high-
lighted the restraints and 
challenges faced by the 
colleges in the state for 
which he requested for 
special consideration un-
der RUSA 2.0.

According to the press 
release, the ministry of-
ficials were impressed 
with the implementation 
of projects in Rusa 1.0 
and assured to address 
the programmes and is-
sues of the Northeast with 
priority.

 The officials have 
also acknowledged the 
personal initiative taken 
by the Education minis-
ter and expressed confi-
dence of his leadership to 
achieve the vision.

Dimapur, May 14 (EMN): In connection 
with the By- Election to Lok Sabha, the 
control room and complaint manage-
ment cell for Kohima district has been 
set up at deputy commissioner office. 
For any complains one may contact of-
ficer- in-charge control room, C Wangan 
at 8974998809 or control room num-
bers-0370-2291268 and 0370-2291244.

Also, the assistant returning officer 
(ARO) of Kohima, Rajesh Soundararajan 
has informed the head of department / 
officers / drivers under Kohima district 
whose official vehicles have been requi-
sitioned for election duty for the forth-
coming bye-election to report at Local 
Ground, Kohima on May 21 without fail. 
The vehicles in good condition along with 
driver should report as directed. Action 
will be initiated as per provision of law 
for non-compliance of the order against 
erring officers and drivers, it added.
Mokokchung: ARO Mokokchung, Sachin 
Jaiswal has informed that all government 
vehicles in the district have been requi-
sitioned for the conduct of by-election 
to one Parliamentary Constituency for 
Nagaland 2018. Vehicles in good condi-
tion along with driver have been asked 
to report to the transport committee at 
Imkongmeren Sports Complex on May 25 
at 10 am. Failure to comply with the order 
will be dealt with as per laws.
Peren: DEO Peren, Smita Sarangi has in-
formed all the polling personnel that the 
first round of training in connection with 
the ensuing by-election to the Nagaland 
Parliamentary constituency 2018 will 
be held on 17 and 18 May 2018 at GHSS 
Peren Town at 9.30 AM onwards. It has 
cautioned that strict action will be taken 
against those polling officers who fail to 
attend.
Zunheboto:  The district level medical 
board for Zunheboto district has been 
instituted with ADC Vekhoyi Chakhe-
sang as, Medical Superintendent Dr. C 
W Tungoe as member secretary, and 
Deputy Chief Medical Officer Dr. Hoito 
Sema, and one more medical officer to be 
nominated by CMO as members. It also 
informed that the first sitting of the board 
has been convened on May 17 at 11 am at 

ADC chamber.
Also, DEO has directed all the polling 

personnel to attend the training. Absen-
tees are warned with stringent action. 1st 
phase training for presiding officers and 
1st polling officers will be conducted on 
May 15, while the 2nd phase on May 22 
and 3rd phase on May 24. Training for 
the 2nd, 3rd and 4th polling officers will 
be conducted on May 16, 23rd and 24th.  
Trainings will be held at Government 
Higher Secondary School Zunheboto. All 
polling personnel have been directed to 
submit two passport size photographs 
during the 1st phase of training.

For women polling officials and all 
categories of polling officials (i.e. PRO, 1st 
polling, 2nd polling, 3rd polling officials), 
a combined training will be held during 
the 1st and 2nd phase.
Mon: In view of the By-Election to the l-
Nagaland Parliamentary Constituency, 
and in accordance with the guidelines 
issued by the Election Commission of 
India (ECI) to ensure the conduct of 
peaceful, free and fair polls and mainte-
nance of public order, the district mag-
istrate of Mon, K Thavaseelan has issued 
a prohibitive order in carrying licensed 
arms / weapons within the jurisdic-
tion of Mon district. All licensed arms 
holders have been directed to deposit 
their arms at the nearest Police Station 
on or before May 20. However, carry-
ing of licensed arms for the purpose of 
verification at the nearest police station 
or deposition of the same is exempted 
from the purview of this order. This 
order will come into force immediately 
and will stand till the completion of the 
election process.
Pughoboto: Under Section 159 of the 
Representative of people Act 1951 , DEO 
Pughoboto Avelu Ruho has appointed 
presiding officers and polling officials 1,2, 
3 and 4 (VVPAT) for the polling duty. Poll-
ing personnel are also directed to attend 
the trainings positively.

1st phase trainings for presiding offic-
ers and polling 1, will held at ADC Office 
while for 2nd , 3rd  and 4th at Town Hall 
and grade IV at  ADC office. The time has 
been scheduled on May 19 at 11 am.

Dimapur, May 14 (EMN): 
The Nagaland State Legal 
Services Authority (NSL-
SA) and the Peren district 
Legal Services Authority 
will organised a mega 
legal service camp in 
Peren. The camp will be 
conducted at the Peren 
town’s local ground of on 
May 19. The programme 
is being organised in col-
laboration with the gov-
ernment departments in 
concern, stakeholders, 
and NGOs.

The patron-in-chief 

of the NSLA, Ajit Singh 
will inaugurate the legal 
camp, A DPRO report 
informed.

The camp aims to 
provide real-time reg-
istration of beneficiar-
ies in central and state 
g ov e r n m e n t  w e l f a re 
schemes. Welfare leg-
islation and schemes 
core departments will 
also be exhibited. Aware-
ness on various govern-
ment schemes, benefits 
and entitlements, legal 
counselling, and legal 

assistance. Besides, free 
distribution of legal lit-
erature, booklets, and 
pamphlets on basic laws, 
legislation and display of 
the authority documen-
taries are highlights of 
the programme.

The NSLSA’s theme 
song “Sob Ke Insaf Dibo,” 
will be release by the 
chief guest of the day. 
Over 30 governmental 
departments, stakehold-
ers, and NGOs will set 
up stalls at the event, it 
informed.

Dimapur, May 14 (EMN): The public 
relation office of Defence has informed 
that an ex-servicemen rally will be or-
ganised in Mokokchung and LOngleng 
on May 17 at Brasibhan hall of 44th As-
sam Rifles from 9:30 am onwards. Ma-
jor General Balraj Mehta, Sena Medal, 
general officer commanding, Jorhat 
sub-area will be the chief guest. 

The rally is being organised to ad-
dress pension related issues, disabled 
soldiers’ entitlements, ECHS and CSD 

card related queries, and bank / CPPC 
related issues and other grievances of 
ex-servicemen.

Ex-servicemen / veterans and veer 
naris / widows are requested to carry 
PPO, pension book or any other docu-
ments required for assistance in ad-
dressing the issues. For coordination 
one may contact Col. M Maniraj, OIC 
rally and Hav Chain Singh, rally NCO 
at 9483542766 and 7002974499 respec-
tively.

Dimapur, May 14 (EMN): 
The Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) of Nagaland 
unit, president, Visasolie 
Lhoungu and organising 
secretary, Ananta Mishar 
attended the national ex-
ecutive meet held at Delhi 
on May 14.

A press release from 
the party media cell stated 
that more than 200 party 
members including na-
tional BJP president, all 
national office bearers, all 
state in-charges, all state 
presidents and all organ-
ising secretaries attended 
the meet.

During the meeting, it 
was stated that planning 
and strategies were delib-
erated for each state on 
the parliamentary seats 
for all India 2019 elec-
tion. It also discussed the 
achievements of the cen-
trally projects and funds 
implemented in BJP rule 
states and those states BJP 
not in power.

It was informed that 
the party will be organis-

ing a programme nation-
wide on the completion of 
four years of Modi govern-
ment on May 20.

According to press re-
lease,  the house has an-
nounced that under NDA 
government 3.5 crore LPG 
gas were issued under the 
‘Pradhan Mantri Ujjwa-
la Yojana,’ over one LED 
bulbs distributed under 
Ujala programme, over 
seven crore toilets built 
across rural India under 
‘Swachh Bharat Mission. 

The meeting  a lso 
stated to have announce 
building of 50,000 lakh 
houses under ‘Pradhan 
Matri Awas Yajona,’ and 
also to build BJP office in 
all district headquarters 
and state office all over 
India.

At the initiative of All 
India BJP general secre-
tary, Ramlal, one minute 
silent prayer was observed 
in the national executive 
meeting in remembrance 
of the senior BJP leader K 
Medom Angami from Na-

galand who passed away 
on May 11 at Dimapur 
after a brief illness.

Addressing the meet-
ing, the national president, 
Amit Shah said ‘since 1951 
many BJP workers have 
scarified their lives for the 
Party organisation and it 
is because their sacrifices 
the party has come up to 
this position. Therefore, 
they have to honoured and 
remembered, the press 
release stated.  

He asserted that the 
party workers should work 
hard without neglecting 
the organisational re-
sponsibilities as it is our 
strength when compared 
to other political oppo-
nents. “Ours is to be in 
power not only 5 or 10 
years but till we eradicate 
poverty from the country 
and deliver development 
to the weak and poorer 
sections of the people in 
the country. In  the con-
clusion remark he said “ 
My Government the best 
government ,” Shah said.

Dimapur, May 14 (EMN): 
Governor PB Acharya has 
expressed grief at the de-
mise of K Medom Angami 
on May 12 at Dimapur. 

In a condolence mes-
sage, governor said Me-
dom was a close and per-
sonal friend and one of 
the senior members of 
Bharatiya Janata Party of 
Nagaland unit who had 
served the party in vari-
ous capacities for the last 
18 years. 

Medon was a politi-
cal guru and source of 

strength to many party 
workers in the state and 
his demise is a great loss 
to the people of Nagaland 
in general and party in 
particular, the governor 
said.

Acharya added that 
his contribution for the 
betterment of the society 
and strengthening of the 
party will be remembered 
by all forever.

The governor prayed 
t o  A l m i g h t y  t o  g i v e 
strength to all family 
members.

Dimapur, May 14 (EMN): The standing 
committee of Model Code of Conduct 
(MCC) of Dimapur was conducted on 
May 14 at the Deputy Commissioner’s 
Office in Dimapur, in connection with 
the conduct of By-election to Nagaland 
Parliamentary Constituency. DPRO 
updated on Monday.

In the meeting, Additional Deputy 
Commissioner Sara Jamir appealed to 
all the political parties to follow the 
guidelines of MCC and not to violate 
the guidelines for ensuring peaceful 
conduct of elections. She also re-
minded them to take prior permission 
from the MCC committee for holding 
meetings, rallies and other political 
activities. She further informed the 
political parties that the committee 

would be monitoring the political 
activities within the limit prescribed 
in the MCC. 

The assistant commissioner police 
of Dimapur, Chinese Chakhesang 
while maintaining that ‘although it 
is going to be state wide elections, 
yet both the candidates are based in 
Dimapur,’ he urged all for the peace-
ful conduct of election.” Like the last 
elections let us hope that everything 
remains peaceful,” he said.

Assistant Election Officer Rolland 
Merry reminded the political parties 
to go through the MCC guidelines. He 
further apprised them that prior per-
mission has to be obtained for printing 
of pamphlets and posters and also for 
providing the details of the publisher.

sentees as per the Repre-
sentation of the People’s 
Act 1950 & Conduct of 
Election rules 1961. He 
also directed all the con-
cerned officials who had 
applied for exemption 
from duty on medical 
ground to appear before 
the medical board at Naga 
Hospital Authority Ko-
hima (NHAK) on May 16 
at 10 am.

 Project officer, Labour 
department and mas-
ter trainer, Chubayanger 
briefed about the roles 
and functions of each of-
ficer entrusted for elec-
tion duty. 

Dimapur, May 14 (EMN): 
The minister for Higher 
& Technical Education, 
Temjen Imna Along had 
a meeting with Ishita Roy, 
Rashtriya Uchchatar Shik-
sha Abhiyan (Rusa) mis-
sion director who is also 
the joint secretary Higher 

Education, Ministry of 
HRD; Prof. Venkatesh Ku-
mar B, Tata Institute of 
Social Sciences; Suman 
Shukla, senior consultant 
(Rusa) on May 14 at RUSA 
Resource Centre, Sri Ram 
Centre for Arts & Culture, 
in New Delhi.

The minister was ac-
companied by the state 
project  director  and 
project officer (Rusa), 
three principals of gov-
ernment colleges and 
principal investigator 
of RUSA Nagaland R&I 
project.

A press release re-
ceived here on Monday 
stated that the officials 
discussed on the success-
ful implementation of 
various projects in the 
state under Rusa phase-1. 

The Education min-
ister elaborated on his 

Dimapur, May 14 (EMN): 
The 1st round training for 
the presiding officer, 1st, 
2nd, 3rd polling officers, 
additional polling officer 
for VVPAT, grade-IV staff 
was condcuted at Kohima 
College auditorium, on 
May 14. DIPR updated on 
Monday.

Sub-Divisional Officer 
(Civil) Jakhama, Alemya-
bang spoke on Election 
Duty Certificate for the 
service voters. He in-
formed that the certificate 
will be available to those 
service voters who are en-
rolled in Kohima district 
electoral roll only. Docu-

ments required for EDC 
are duty detail slip, service 
ID card along with one 
xerox copy and epic card 
issued by the concerned 
department. He mentio 
ned that in order to avail 
the certificate one has to 
fill up the form no. 12 A 
and informed that the last 
date for submission is on 
May 18.  

District Election Of-
ficer Rajesh Soundara-
rajan has directed all the 
polling personnel detailed 
for election duty to attend 
the training and inform 
that necessary action will 
be taken against the ab-
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Pete Village Level Organisation of Kezoma village receiving the tenth best VLO’s award at Ranchi.

Resource persons and participants pose a for lens during a training on animal health care and 
management in Jalukie on May 12.

Peace Club members pose for a group photo during the capacity building programme in Wokha.

Members of the Nagaland Garo Tribal Council and Garo Students’ Union Nagaland Zone during the 
meeting with the state governor PB Acharya on May 11.

MINI-HORNBILL FESTIVAL

LOK SABHA BY-POLL

Kohima police issues 
contact numbers

Youth motivated to build peace

Phek NPF campaigns 
for party candidate

Local church initiates 
training on animal healthcare

Garo tribe expresses displeasure with govt

ANATG to launch pen down strike

Five arrested for various offencesGroup from Kezoma village 
wins best VLO award

STATE

Dimapur, May 14 (EMN): 
Pete Village Level Organi-
sation (PVLO) from Kezo-
ma village under Jakhama 
block in Kohima was ad-
judged as one of the ten 
best VLOs. 

The award ceremony 
was held at Nerhu Stadi-
um in Ranchi, Jharkhand, 
during the celebration 
of Gram Swaraj Abhiya-
an and Aajeevika Evam 
Kaushal Vikas mela on 
May 5. A press release 
received here on Monday 
informed.

PVLO was stated to 

have been selected from 
amongst 158 organisa-
tions across the country 
as part of the Ministry of 
Rural Development’s Day 
- National Rural Liveli-
hoods Mission (NRLM). 

Six representatives of 
the VLO from Nagaland 
led by assistant of district 
programme manager, 
Kenivole Richa, and area 
coordinator, Vikepelie 
Mejura, from the Naga-
land State Rural Liveli-
hoods Mission (NSRLM) 
received the award. 

The chief minister 

of Jharkhand, Raghu-
bar Das, gave away the 
awards to the best VLOs. 
He congratulated them 
and encouraged them to 
work hand-in-hand for 
the reduction of poverty 
of the rural poor in the 
country. 

D u r i n g  t h e  p r o -
gramme, poor women 
and rural youth, who have 
come out of poverty and 
benefitted through the 
different skills trainings, 
shared their testimonies. 
Success stories under the 
thematic areas of NRLM 

such as institutional 
building, livelihoods, 
financial inclusion and 
skills were shared.

Minister of rural de-
velopment, Narendra 
Singh Tomar, and the 
Jharkhand’s chief minister 
have launched two books 
-“Hopes on the horizon: 
rural women in livelihood 
enterprises,” and “Com-
pendium of agro ecologi-
cal best practices,” the 
update informed.

O t h e r  t h a n  t h e 
VLO’s best awards, the 
Deen Dayal Upadhyaya 

INDIA SKILLS COMPETITION, NAGALAND 2018
As part of the India Skills Competition, Nagaland 2018, the Department of Employment, Skill Development 
& Entrepreneurship, Government of Nagaland is organizing a skill competition on the 16th to 19th May, 2018 
in the following skill sets:

1. Cooking 
2. Patisserie & Confectionery

Note:
* Candidates should be born on or after 1st January 1997.
* Interested candidates may contact the following numbers for more information:
 9436006334
 8731817358
* Last date for registration has further been extended to 16/05/2018.
* Selected candidates will be further groomed for regional and national competition.

Chiden Yaden
Deputy Director,

Employment, Skill Development & Entrepreneurship,
Nagaland

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF EMPLOYMENT, SKILL DEVELOPMENT 

& ENTREPRENEURSHIP
KOHIMA, NAGALAND.

KG-2516

Grameen Kaushalya Yoja-
na, and the Rashtriya Kri-
shi Vikas Yojana awards 
were also given to the 
successful youths. 

About Pete VLO: 
Since its formation on 
May 31, 2015, the organi-
sation has been nurturing 
the 16 Self Help Groups 
with 136 households in 
the village. Some of its 
achievements included 
strengthening the insti-
tution following Pan-
chasutra (five cardinal 
principles) with active 
sub-committees on so-
cial issues affecting them; 
regular cleanliness drives 
in the village; ensuring 
proper implementation 
of mid-day meals for 
school children in the 
village; construction of 
community livelihoods 
infrastructures through 
convergence with Mahat-
ma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee 
Act; and ensuring proper 
provision of old age pen-
sion in the village.

Dimapur, May 14 (EMN): 
Troops of 41 Assam Rifles 
have arrested two persons 
identified as Zhovi Weo 
(45), son of Hibu Weo and 
resident of Verouzuma 
village, and Unit Gogoi 
(29) from Titabor in Jorhat 
district, Assam, and resi-
dent of Verouzuma village 
for possessing of arms on 
May 13.

The troops recovered 
one .22 pistol with maga-
zine and one.22 caliber 
live round from their pos-
session.

A press release issued 
by additional commis-
sioner of police and PRO 
stated that case in this 
connection has been 
registered with the Chu-
mukedima Police Station 
for further investigation

In a separate incident, 
Dimapur police has ar-
rested one person with 
liquor during the conduct 

of MVCP in 3rd Mile area, 
Dimapur, on May 13.

Police recovered eight 
cases of assorted liquor 
from the individual iden-
tified as Neili Kaibi (38), 
son of Kholi of Kaibi vil-
lage in Senapati, Manipur. 
The accused was inter-
cepted while transporting 
the liquor from a Maruti 
Alto car bearing registra-
tion No. ML05H1272. 

PRO stated that a case 
in this connection has 
been registered with the 
Diphupar Police Station 
for further investigation. 

In yet another inci-
dent, Dimapur police, 
during a surprise check-
ing at Nagarjan junction 
on May 13, arrested one 
person identified as Ab-
hishek Kumar (21) for sell-
ing illegal liquor from a 
pan shop.

The police recovered 
three cases of liquor from 

his possession. The ac-
cused has been forwarded 
to the East Police Station 
for further investigation.

Further, Dimapur po-
lice had arrested one per-
son identified as Himato 
Yepthomi, son of Atovi 
Yepthomi of Yeveto vil-
lage under Niuland sub-
division, while he was 
issuing information slip 
belonging NSCN (K)to the 
business communities 
at New Market area on 
May 14.

The accused was re-
ported to be currently 
residing at Burma Camp, 
United North Block-A. 

The police recovered 
information slips issued 
by NSCN (K) from the 
finance department from 
his possession. PRO fur-
ther stated that case in 
this connection has been 
registered and investiga-
tion is going on. 

D i m a p u r ,  M a y  1 4 
(EMN): While welcom-
ing the decision of the 
state government to hold 
mini-hornbill festival in 
all the districts and sub-
divisions coinciding with 
the respective tribal fes-
tivals of Nagaland, Naga-
land Garo Tribal Council 
(NGTC) has resented for 
not including ‘Wangala,’ a 
post harvest festival of the 
Garo community, which 
falls on November 21.

A press release issued 
by NGTC president Biplab 
K Sangma stated that Garo 
tribe, being one of the 

recognised indigenous 
tribes, has five recognised 
villages concentrate in the 
district of Dimapur since 
times immemorial. 

“We have been a part 
of the main Hornbill fes-
tival since many years 
showcasing and present-
ing our culture and tradi-
tions with all the tribes 
of Nagaland. It is worth 
m e n t i o n i n g  t h a t  w e 
have a “Garo Nokpante” 
traditional Morung at 
Kisama,  Naga Herit-
age village, a privilege 
strictly bestowed only 
to the recognised tribes 

of Nagaland,” Sangma 
maintained.

He stated that non-
inclusion of the Wangala 
festival has utterly ne-
glected the Garos, which 
has left them dismayed 
and deprived.

He stated that the un-
ion along with the Garo 
Students’ Union Naga-
land Zone (GSUNZ) had 
met the state governor PB 
Acharya at Raj Bhavan, 
Kohima, on May 11 and 
submitted a memoran-
dum on the matter and 
other grievances of the 
Garos of Nagaland.

Dimapur, May 14 (EMN): 
Peace Channel has or-
ganised a one-day capac-
ity building programme 
at Brighter High School 
in Wokha on May 10 and 
Springdale School in 
Wokha on May 12. 

A press release from 
the peace channel desk 
on Monday informed 
that  the progammes 
were conducted in the 
schools on the topic “Di-
alogue for peace and 
mediation.” 

According to the press 
release, the programmes 
were conducted with the 
objectives to empower 
the students about the 
skills needed for peace 
building and also to give 
the students an oppor-
tunity to resolve conflict 
by themselves through 
dialogue process. 

In the updates, peace 
activist Patrick W Tungoe, 
in his address, stated that 

mediation and dialogue 
are the most effective 
and the cheapest tools 
for preventing and re-
solving conflict and so-
cietal transformation. 
Tungoe stated that youth 
could play a major role in 
peace building process 
by intervening in con-
flict situations as a third 
neutral party and thereby 
resolving the issues be-
tween the conflicting 
parties. 

He added that dia-
logue could defuse ten-
sion and keep the conflict 
situation from escalating 
and help promote recon-
ciliation. 

Tungoe further en-
couraged the students 
to practice and promote 
peace in their families, 
peer groups, and institu-
tions through dialogue 
and mediation to pro-
mote long term stability 
and justice.

Dimapur, May 14 (EMN): 
The All Nagaland Ad-hoc 
Teacher’s Group (ANATG) 
2 0 1 5  b a t c h  h a s  a n -
nounced a three-day pen 
down strike beginning 
from May 16.

A press release from 
the group on Monday 
informed that, on April 30 
an ultimatum was served 
to the advisor of School 
Education, Government 
of Nagaland for service 
regularisation. The ulti-
matum was followed by a 
meeting with the advisor, 
principal secretary, sec-
retaries, and director of 
School Education depart-
ment, and deliberated on 
the issue but could not 

bring out any concrete so-
lution or assurance from 
the government and the 
ultimatum got expired on 
May 11.

The press note men-
tioned that on expiry of 
the ultimatum, the ex-
ecutives had decided to 
launch a first phase agita-
tion in the form of pen 
down strike from May 
16-18. According to the 
press note, the aggrieved 
ANATG has no other op-
tion but to keep on pursu-
ing the matter by exercis-
ing legitimate right in the 
form of protest on phase 
wise agitation till service 
regularization is done by 
the government. 

The group has in-
formed all its members 
throughout the state to 
strictly adhere with the 
resolution passed by the 
group. 

According to the up-
dates, the ANATG 2015 
Batch, which comprised 
of 1166 members, had 
cleared all the formali-
ties consisting of suit-
ability test (departmental 
exam), documents spot 
verification and screening 
of documents from the 
department of Personnel 
and Administrative Re-
forms and is awaiting for 
cabinet approval for serv-
ice regularization since 
last year. 

Dimapur, May 14 (EMN): 
Resource management 
committee of the Jalukie 
Town Ao Baptist Church 
has organised a one-day 
training programme by 
emphasising on health-
care of animal on May 12 
on the theme ‘One world, 
one health.’

Programme began 
with a prayer said by pas-
tor T Yanger Ao.

The convenor, Ben-
dangonen Jamir, in his 
key note address, chal-
lenged the participants 
about the responsibility 
of humankind towards 
all created beings. He has 
particularly mentioned 
about livestock, which are 
closely related with hu-
man being for their sus-
tenance. He also brought 
to the knowledge of the 
participants about many 
emerging zoonotic dis-
eases, which affects both 
human and animal health 
and how farmers should 
be aware of such diseases. 

Pointing out that in-
ternational organisations 
such as WHO and OIE has 
taken forward the theme 
“One world one health,” 
which was first coined at 
Wildlife Conservation So-
ciety in 2004, Jamir urged 

that as responsible Chris-
tians and as a church, one 
should be in tune with 
the sustainable livestock 
production model by rais-
ing healthy and happy 
livestock. He said “happy 
animal produces healthy 
meat, milk and eggs.” 

Resource person, Dr. 
Sentitula, Ph.D in animal 
genetics and breeding and 
Divisional Forest officer, 
Peren, delivered a talk on 
“Care, management and 
breeding of poultry.” She 
spoke on a number of 
sub themes such as poul-
try broiler farming, layer 
poultry farming, back-
yard poultry farming and 
the economics of raising 
livestock. 

The DFO also gave 
practical steps on setting 
up brooder houses, deep 
litter system of raising 
the poultry; advantages 
and benefits of feeding 
different feed ingredients 
during different stages of 
poultry rearing. 

She concluded the 
presentation by discuss-
ing on various important 
economical disease af-
fecting poultry and how 
those diseases could 
be controlled properly 
through timely vaccina-

tion. 
Another resource per-

son, Dr. Imtiwati, Ph.D 
degree in livestock pro-
duction management 
and assistant professor 
of College of Veterinary 
Sciences and Animal Hus-
bandry, Jalukie, Peren, 
delivered a talk on critical 
manage-mental inter-
ventions for profitable 
Piggery. His presentation 
covered various topics 
on critical management 
of pregnant gilts/ sows to 
be adopted before, during 
and after farrowing in sow, 
management of piglet’s 
upto two months of age, 
growers and boar. 

He  a l s o  a p p r i s e d 
about the present and 
future scenario of piggery 
in Nagaland having huge 
potential in this sector in 
the coming decade. His 
presentation concluded 
with a message that “pig-
gery in the state will be 
profitable if we adopt sci-
entific and modern man-
agemental practices”.

The programme con-
cluded with a benediction 
said by deacon, I Sungit, 
which was followed by 
animal health care camp, 
distribution of free medi-
cines, and vaccination. 

Dimapur, May 14 (EMN): Phek unit of the Naga Peo-
ple’s Front (NPF) has urged the electorates to vote for 
its candidate in the forthcoming Lok Sabha election 
scheduled on May 28. 

The appeal was made during a consultative meet-
ing held in the residence o f Dr. Chotisuh Sazo on May 
14 in the presence of all the four MLAs along with the 
central executive council members, central office bear-
ers, frontal organisations, division office bearers along 
with frontal heads, area unit presidents and the general 
secretaries. 

During the meeting, the division has expressed 
gratitude to the electorates of Phek district for reposing 
their faith and loyalty to the party by ensuring victory to 
four members in the last state election. 

The division has also reposed faith and confidence 
in the leadership of Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu, NPF 
president, and TR Zeliang, Leader of the Opposition 
Party, in the current Nagaland Legislative Assembly.

The division has further appealed to all secular 
forces in the state to vote for C Apok Jamir, the NPF 
consensus candidate, in the ensuing Lok Sabha by-poll 
scheduled on May 28. 

The statement was jointly appended by Dr. Cho-
tisuh Sazo, MLA and in-charge of Lok Sabha by-poll, 
and Chivotso Nienu, president NPF Phek division. 

Dimapur, May 14 (EMN): 
Additional superintendent 
of police (ASP) and PRO, 
Watichuchang Jamir, has 
issued new contact num-
bers of the control rooms 
of DEF Kohima/ police 
stations/ mobile patrol 
units and officers for infor-
mation of the public.

The additional super-
intendent of police has 
directed the public to con-
tact the following contact 
numbers in connection 
with any security related 
problem, information re-
lating to crime or police 
emergency.
The contact numbers are 
as follows:
1.  Superintendent of 

Police- 7005986001
2.  Additional superin-

tendent of police- 
7005986002

3.  Sub-divisional 
police officer (South)- 
7005986004

4.  Sub-divisional 
police officer (North)- 
7005986005

5.  Deputy SP (Traffic)- 
7005986007

6.  OC North PS- 
7005986008

7.  OC South PS- 
7005986009

8.    OC Khuzama PS- 
7005986010

9.  OC Kezocha PS- 
7005986011

10.  OC Sechü (Zubza) PS- 
7005986012

11.  OC Chiephobozou PS- 
7005986013

12.  OC Tseminyu PS- 
7005986014

13.  OC Women PS- 
7005986015

14.  North PS- 7005986018
15.  South PS- 7005986019
16.  Khuzama PS- 

7005986020
17.  Kezocha PS- 

7005986021
18.  Sechü (Zubza) PS- 

7005986022
19.  Chiephobozou PS- 

7005986023
20.  Tseminyu PS- 

7005986025
21.  Women PS- 

7005986026
22.  I/C Mobile Unit- 

7005986036
23.  Mobile Unit (City-I)- 

7005986037
24.  Mobile Unit (City-II)- 

7005986038
25.  Mobile Unit (City-III)- 

7005986039
26.  Mobile Unit (City-IV)- 

7005986040
27.  Control Room- 

7005986046

Altogether 36 stu-
dents from Brighter High 
School and 39 students 
from Springdale School 
participated in the pro-
grammes. The highlights 
of programmes included 
input session, role play, 
group discussion, and 
sharing and learning 
session.
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Guwahati, May 14 (PTI): Assam Chief 
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal, who is 
on a day’s trip to Vietnam, today met 
several top officials of the Vietnam 
government and discussed economic 
and other bilateral issues to boost 
agriculture, trade and commerce in 
Assam.

Sonowal held separate discus-
sions with Ha Cong Tuan, Deputy 
Minister of Agriculture and Rural 
Development, Government of So-
cialist Republic of Vietnam, Chair-
man of Vietnam’s External Relations 
Commission Hoang Binh Quan and 
Vice-Chairman of Central Economic 
Commission Cao Duc Phat at Hanoi, 
an official release said here.

Sonowal was accompanied by As-
sam’s Agriculture Minister Atul Bora 
and 13 MLAs during the meetings.

The chief minister-led “exposure 
tour” has been undertaken to get a 

first hand exposure of the farm prac-
tice of Vietnam and to take inputs for 
revitalizing the agriculture sector of 
the state, the release added.

The meeting with Vietnam’s Dep-
uty Agriculture Minister Ha Cong 
Tuan was regarding utilizing modern 
technology and expertise of Vietnam 
farmers and how it could help Assam 
farmers double their income.

The Chief Minister appreciated 
the advancements made by Vietnam 
in the field of paddy cultivation and 
requested the Deputy Minister of 
Agriculture to extend his country’s 
support in improving the agriculture 
production in Assam.

Sonowal, during his discussions 
with the Vice-Chairman of Central 
Economic Commission Cao Duc 
Phat, requested him to take steps 
for setting up a Consulate Office of 
Vietnam in Guwahati and organ-

izing cultural and youth exchange 
programmes.

During his meeting with the 
Chairman of External Relations 
Commission Hoang Binh Quan, 
Sonowal mentioned about the thrust 
given to the north eastern region of 
India by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi through Act East Policy and the 
infrastructural advancements made 
in recent years.

He also emphasised on strength-
ening connectivity between Hanoi 
and Guwahati to promote tourism 
and trade.

Quan hailed Sonowal’s leader-
ship in deepening the bilateral 
relations between Vietnam and As-
sam and also lauded his initiative of 
leading the delegation to Vietnam 
which would go a long way to fur-
ther mutual benefits, the release 
added.

Hailakandi(Assam), May 
14 (PTI): The Hailakandi 
district administration in 
Assam today ordered a 
magisterial probe into the 
alleged circumcision of a 
standard two boy inside 
a toilet of a junior school 
during school hours.

The school Sishu Man-
gal Vidyapith is situated 
in Katlicherra education 
block here and the inci-
dent, which was reported 
in a section of the media, 
had allegedly taken place 
on May 7, according to a 
government release.

Ordering the inquiry, 
Hailakandi Deputy Com-
missioner Adil Khan asked 
the Katlicherra executive 
magistrate James Aind to 
conduct a thorough in-
quiry into the matter and 

submit a report at the earli-
est, the release said.

The media report said 
that the boy who belongs 
to the majority community 
was forcibly circumcised in 
the school toilet, it said.

Police swung into ac-
tion and registered a case 
under Sections 326 (volun-
tarily causing grievous hurt 
by dangerous weapons 
or means), 506 (criminal 
intimidation), 294 (indulg-
ing in obscene act in any 
public place) 34(criminal 
act done by several persons 
in furtherance of the com-
mon intention) of IPC and 
sections of Juvenile Justice 
(Care and Protection of 
Children) Act.

Superintendent of Po-
lice Mohneesh Mishra, 
however, said there was 

no circumcision as per the 
medical report of the boy 
and the statements by him 
and his mother were found 
to be contradictory.

“The boy is alright and 
will be fine in a day or two,” 
he said adding investiga-
tion is on to find out what 
had actually and the school 
is being interrogated.

Joint Director, Health 
Services Avijit Basu said the 
medical report of S K Roy 
Civil Hospital, where the 
boy was admitted before 
being referred to Silchar 
Medical College Hospital 
for further treatment, said 
there is no evidence of cir-
cumcision using any sharp 
objects and only inflamed 
and swelling of the soft tis-
sues in the structure of the 
private part was diagnosed.

Dimapur, May 14 (EMN): Northeast Fron-
tier Railway (NF) has announced that it has 
tightened control on train movement to 
improve punctuality. An update from the 
NF Railway informed on Monday.

According to the update, as many as 
ten trains including Rajdhani, Shatabdi, 
and trains of Northeast India (NE) like 
NE Express, Kamrup Express, and Avadh 
Assam Express are now being directly 
monitored by the general manager of the 
zone on real time basis.

A 15-day punctuality drive has been 
started during which all the mail express 
trains running within the zone will be 
foot plated by officers of the NF Railway. 
Foot plating is a practice where an officer 
examines the driver’s cabin for real time 
monitoring of aspects like signal visibility, 
observation of safety protocols like signal 
exchange, riding quality of the track, tak-
ing off of signals in time and avoidable en 
route detention, the update stated.

The movement of trains in 19 sta-
tions of the zone including Katihar, New 

Coochbehar, New Bongaigaon, Guwahati, 
Kamakhya, Agartala, Naharlagun, Dibru-
garh, Ledo, New Tinsukia, Farkating, and 
Mariani is now being monitored through 
sensors known as data loggers. Through 
this device the timing of train movement 
will be transferred to a central system 
without any human interference. Thus the 
figures of arrival and departure of trains 
can no longer be altered or manipulated, 
the update stated.

Section controllers have also been 
counselled to be vigilant and plan all 
crossings judiciously to ensure maximum 
punctuality.

In NF Railway there are numbers of 
ongoing infrastructural work. These are 
been given priority to ensure timely com-
pletion of connectivity projects as they 
are executed in close vicinity of running 
tracks. However, strict monitoring of loco 
motives and signal systems failures are 
being reduced to achieve the objective of 
safe and timely movement of trains across 
the zone, the update added.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, May 14 (EMN): The 
Manipur police has success-
fully busted gangs for making fake 
Aadhaar cards in the state. This 
was disclosed by Chief Minister N. 
Biren Singh during a press confer-
ence held in Imphal on Monday.

The chief minister said that 
following a tip-off, SP Teng-
noupal and his team intercepted 
two vehicles near Moreh Police 
Station coming from Moreh 
towards Imphal on May 13. 
Out of the ten passengers, nine 
persons were found to be ille-
gal immigrants without having 
valid documents. On further 
verification, all illegal migrants 
were from Myanmar, he added. 
The lone Indian named Paritha 
Begum w/o Mohammed Mo-
hideen of Shree Ram Nagar, 
Edappallayam, Chennai, Tamil 
Nadu was one of the traffickers, 
he added.

On enquiry, the police raided 
the house of Md. Tomba alias In-

aocha (one of gang members) and 
seized two laptops, four Aadhar 
cards, one printer machine, one 
laminating film machine, lami-
nating plastic sheets, photo paper, 
two DVDs etc.

Chief Minister recalled that 
on March 25 2018, Jiribam Police 
had arrested Nongthombam Ar-
gentina alias Pinky, a resident of 
Babupara ward no. 5, Jiribam for 
allegedly making fake Aadhaar 
cards at her residence and other 
places. 85 numbers of Aadhaar 
enrolment forms, one laptop, one 
Eye Iris CMIT machine with cam-
era, Biometric (Green) BIT, GPS, 
mobile handset and a scanner 
were seized from her possession. 
The co-accused of the racket Md. 
Aziz Ahmed of Dibong Lamlong, 
Jiribam is on the run now. 

After such incidents, the chief 
minister said that the govern-
ment would remove Common 
Service Centres as access point 
for Aadhaar services throughout 
the state.

New Delhi, May 14 (IANS): As-
sam and Rajasthan are set to 
roll out e-way bill for intra-state 
movement of goods from this 
week, taking the total number 
of states and union territories 
which have implemented the 
system to 20, said an official 
on Monday. While Assam will 
implement it from Wednesday, 
Rajasthan will join the band-
wagon on Sunday, according to 
an official statement.

“It is expected that trade and 
industry will be further facilitated 

insofar as the transport of goods 
is concerned, thereby eventu-
ally paving the way for a nation-
wide single e-way bill system,” 
it added. 

As per the decision of the 
Goods and Services Tax (GST) 
Council, e-way bill system for 
inter-state movement of goods 
was rolled out across the nation 
from April 1. For intra-state, it 
was decided to be rolled out in 
a phased manner -- after the 
system stabilized -- with four 
to five states coming on board 

every week.
So far, e-way bill system for 

intra-state movement has been 
rolled out in Andhra Pradesh, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Bihar, 
Gujarat, Haryana, Himachal 
Pradesh, Jharkhand, Karna-
taka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, 
Meghalaya, Nagaland, Sikkim, 
Telangana, Tripura, Uttarakhand, 
Uttar Pradesh and Puducherry. 

Under the GST regime, an 
e-way bill needs to be generated 
and carried for movement of all 
goods valued at over Rs 50,000.

Agartala, May 14 (IANS): After a 
hectic fight between the lawyers 
backed by the BJP and the CPI-
M, the advocates supported by 
the saffron party for the first time 
won the majority seats in the 
15-member Tripura Bar Associa-
tion (TBA), an official said here 
on Monday.

“Of the 382 voters, 343 vot-
ed on Sunday to elect a new 

15-member Tripura Bar Associa-
tion. Lawyers supported by the 
BJP (Bharatiya Janata Party) won 
nine seats including the post of 
the President,” Returning officer 
of the TBA elections Sandip Datta 
Chowdhury said.

He said six posts, including 
the vital post of Secretary were 
secured by the lawyers backed 
by the Communist Party of In-

dia-Marxist (CPI-M). At present 
around 625 lawyers are members 
of the 109-year-old Tripura Bar 
Association.

“According to the guidelines 
of the Supreme Court and the 
Bar Council of India, those law-
yers are practicing consecutively 
for five years, they are the vot-
ers of the TBA elections,” Datta 
Chowdhury said.

Dimapur, May 14 (EMN): 
Lieutenant General Su-
khdeep Sangwan, Sena 
Medal and Bar was ap-
pointed as the 20th Direc-
tor General Assam Rifles 
(DGAR) on May 14. An 
update from the AR in-
formed on May 14 Mon-
day.

According to the up-
date, the general officer 
is an alumnus of Officers 
Training School Chennai 
and was commissioned 
into the Rajputana Rifles 
in August 1982. 

He is also an alum-
nus of Defence Services 
Staff College Wellington, 
College of Defence Man-
agement Secunderabad, 
and the National Defence 
College.

Sangwan has a vast 
combat experience in-
cluding counter insur-
gency and counter terror-

ism operations in Punjab, 
Jammu and Kashmir, As-
sam, and Nagaland. He 
participated in Operation 
Blue Star, Operation Vijay, 

and Operation Parakram. 
He commanded his unit 
21 Rajputana Rifles in 
East Sikkim and Assam, 
a mountain brigade in 

high altitude area in North 
Sikkim and an elite moun-
tain division in Arunachal 
Pradesh, the press release 
stated.

Sangwan also has the 
distinction of serving as 
the commandant of the 
Rajputana Rifles Regi-
mental Centre in Delhi. 
He has been bestowed 
twice with Sena Medal 
for distinguished service 
after successful command 
of his brigade as well as 
division. In addition, he 
is a recipient of chief of 
integrated staff ’s com-
mendation card.

The new director gen-
eral has also ventured into 
literary pursuits and has 
authored a book on “In-
tegrated Force Projection 
by India” and co-authored 
another one on “Compre-
hensive National Power”, 
the press release added.

Sukhdeep Sangwan.

Mirror Crossword 1818sud0ku 1658
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1817

ACROSS
1. Dishonor
6. African country
10. Scarce or unusual
14. Fruit of the gourd family
15. Reference lines in a coordinate 

system
16. Lyric poems
17. Verbal exams
18. French for “Black”
19. Prejudice
20. North American football
22. Each
24. Composer ____ Stravinsky
25. Goobers
26. Actress ______ Durbin
29. Vend
30. Assistant
31. Certain breeds of dogs
37. Clothe (oneself)
39. Robert E. ___
40. Duchess of York
41. Make sexually gratifying
44. Walking stick
45. Rotation
46. Leavening agents
48. Musical compositions played 

slowly
52. European nuclear laboratory
53. Name that means “Devoted to 

God”
54. Motorcycle passenger 

attachments
58. Egg-shaped
59. Ogle
61. Short hair-like cell structures
62. Extent
63. Oil cartel
64. Nipples
65. Beers
66. A city in Yemen
67. Donkeys
 

DOWN
1. Dirty air
2. German for “Mister”
3. Mountain range in Kirghiz
4. Mustiness or fungal growth
5. Minor naval rank
6. House of an estate
7. Fibrous extension of a nerve 

cell
8. Necklace of flowers
9. Citizen of the jewish homeland
10. Bird
11. Farewell
12. Respond to a stimulus 

13. SSS

21. Lion sound
23. Wans or dims
25. LA Dodger pitching star 

Carlos _____
26. Fathers
27. Ireland
28. Yemeni city
29. Avant-garde US writer 

Gertrude _____
32. US immigration station _____ 

Island
33. Empty spaces or rooms
34. Periods of history
35. Scold violently
36. She is (contraction)

38. Everly Brothers song “Wake 
Up, Little _____” 42. 
Several moon missions

43. “Spotted”
47. Latin for “Elevated” or “Lofty”
48. Genus of shad fishes
49. Satan
50. Astonish
51. Heraldic red
52. About
54. Observes
55. “Oh my!”
56. Church liturgy
57. Back talk
60. Protects the environment

solutions to suD0ku 1657

Sonowal meets top officials 
of Vietnam govt. in Hanoi

Magisterial probe into alleged 
circumcision of minor boy

NF Railway tightens control on train 
movement to improve punctuality

Fake Aadhaar card agents 
busted in Manipur 

Assam, Rajasthan to roll out intra-state e-way bill

BJP-backed panel wins Tripura Bar Association

Sukhdeep Sangwan appointed 20th DGAR

News IN BrIef
Man held with brown sugar from 
Delhi-bound train
Rangia (Assam), May 14 (PTI): Railway Police personnel 
today seized a kg of brown sugar from a man travelling 
on the New Delhi bound Anand Vihar Express, police 
said. Acting on a tip-off, patrolling Government Railway 
Police (GRP) personnel seized the contraband from an 
air-conditioned compartment of the train and arrested 
the person carrying it, GRP DSP Rijaul Islam Mandal 
said. The arrested is a Delhi resident and his interroga-
tion is going on at the Rangia Railway police station.

Mizoram CM hands over ex-gra-
tia to landslide victims’ families
Aizawl, May 14 (PTI): Mizoram Chief Minister Lal 
Thanhawla today handed over ex-gratia of Rs 50,000 
each to the next of kin of the four persons killed in a 
landslide on Saturday, an official statement today said. 
Four people, including two women and a minor girl, 
were killed in the landslide at Zemabawk area near here. 

Assam govt. offers to sell dated 
securities of INR 500 crore
Guwahati, May 14 (PTI): The Assam government has 
offered to sell dated securities of Rs 500 crore for a 10-
year tenure by auction. The auction will be conducted 
by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) at its Mumbai Office 
on May 15 and the date of submission for application is 
also the same, an official release said today. Competi-
tive bids may be submitted between 10.30 am and 12 
pm on the day of the auction electronically on the 
RBI Core Banking Solution (E-Kuber) System. Non-
Competitive Bids may be submitted only electronically 
on the day of auction. The result of the auction will be 
displayed on the RBI website on the day of auction and 
the payment by successful bidders will be made the 
next day, the release added.  

Assam at the heart of Centre’s Act 
East Policy — Governor
Guwahati, May 14 (PTI): Assam Governor Jagdish 
Mukhi today said the northeastern state is at the heart 
of the Centre’s Act East Policy and the government 
is focusing on infrastructure development to ensure 
all-round development of the region. “Assam is at the 
heart of the Centre’s Act East Policy and the North East 
also has the best reputation of being the hub for in-
dustrial communication for its proximity to the South 
Asian countries,” Mukhi said while inaugurating a two-
day seminar on “Physical and Social Infrastructure for 
Regional Development”. Mukhi called for initiatives to 
utilize these means for the maximum development of 
the region. The seminar has been organized by the Un-
ion Ministry of Finance in collaboration with the Asian 
Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB), Research and 
Information System for Developing Countries (RIS) 
and the Federation of Indian Chamber of Commerce 
and Industries (FICCI).
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Oil PSUs, who had kept rates unchanged for nearly three 
weeks before Karnataka went to the polls despite input cost 

spiking, reverted to daily revision in prices on Monday

Petrol, diesel prices hiked after 19 days

Flipkart’s stake acquisition ‘credit 
positive’ for Walmart — Moody’s

Rupee crashes to 
new 16-mth low 
of 67.51 against 
US dollar

Xiaomi tops 
smartphone market, 
Jio leads 4G handset 
segment in India: IDC

New Sony power audio 
systems now in India

New Delhi, May 14 (IANS): Expanding its audio 
line-up for the millennials in the country, Sony 
India on Monday launched three all-in-one “box 
style” high-power audio systems in the country.

Sony “MHC-V81D” is priced at Rs 51,990, 
“MHC-V71D” is available for Rs 41,990 and “MHC-
V41D” costs Rs 30,990.

“These models have been introduced in the 
market keeping in mind the growing demand of 
one box style audio system. Users will now get 
more options to choose from at various price 
points,” the company said in a statement.

The devices come with “TAIKO” mode that al-
lows people to use the high-power audio one-box 
system like a drum. 

They can add a twist to their favourite songs by 
tapping the touch panel.

The systems are also embedded with an option 
for built in DVD/CD player and HDMI output.

Nokia 7 Plus: Stock Android, 
promising hardware

New Delhi, May 14 (IANS): Finnish company HMD 
Global that makes Nokia smartphones has re-
freshed its line-up to gain some momentum in the 
competitive mid-price segment in India.

The recently-launched Nokia 7 Plus runs the 
“Android One” platform -- the unmodified Android 
operating system (OS) with a promise of improved 
security via frequent updates.

Priced at Rs 25,999, the device with 4GB RAM 
and 64GB on-board memory is in direct competi-
tion with Moto X4 (Rs 24,999 for 6GB variant).

Let’s see what works for the device.
The device sports curved back and slim edg-

es in a comfortable and neat package. Available 
in black and white colours, the smartphone has 
copper-coloured metallic strips running around 
the chassis, rear dual-camera setup and the finger-
print scanner, giving it a premium look.

The fingerprint sensor is placed under the 
cameras on the back. With thin bezels, the 6-inch 
Full-HD+ screen (with a display resolution of 2,160 
x 1,080 and 18:9 aspect ratio) gives a big-screen 
experience in the same width as a traditional 5.5-
inch display device. Moto X4 has a 5.2-inch display 
and a front-facing fingerprint scanner.

Indian millennials craving 
for speed, performance in 
smartphones

New Delhi, May 14 (IANS): Millennials in India 
look for speed and performance and are keen on 
investing in premium smartphones such as OneP-
lus, Samsung and Apple, a report said on Monday.

According to CyberMedia Research’s (CMR) 
report, 90 per cent millennials and other profes-
sionals consider speed and performance as their 
top priority while making their next smartphone 
purchase.

While 89 per cent prefer battery life, 86 per cent 
chose RAM, 83 per cent preferred reliability and 77 
per cent opted for camera quality, it added. 

“The leaders of tomorrow are passionate entre-
preneurs who work in open office environment. 
Such an environment calls for greater and closer 
collaboration through devices, including smart-
phones. In fact, the smartphone is the device where 
things get done,” Apalak Ghosh, Head-Industry 
Consulting Group, CMR, said in a statement.

NEWS IN BRIEF

India’s retail inflation 
rises to 4.58% in April

New Delhi, May 14 (IANS): In-
dia’s retail inflation rose to 4.58 
per cent in April from a rise of 
4.28 per cent in March and 2.99 
per cent in the corresponding 
period of the previous year, of-
ficial data showed on Monday.

According to the data fur-
nished by the Ministry of Sta-
tistics and Programme Im-
plementation, the Consumer 
Food Price Index (CFPI) during 
the month under review stood 
at 2.80 per cent from a rise 
of 2.81 per cent reported for 
March 2018. 

However, last month’s in-
crease in the CFPI rate was 
much higher than the 0.61 per 
cent rise during April 2017.

The annual CPI in rural ar-
eas in April ruled higher at 4.67 
per cent, while in urban India 
it rose by 4.42 per cent.

As per the data, the retail 
inflation rate on a year-on-
year (YoY) basis rose due to 
higher prices of food items like 
vegetables, milk-based prod-
ucts, eggs, meat and fish.

On a sub-category basis, 
vegetables in April became 
costly by 7.29 per cent, while 
prices of milk-based products 
rose by 3.21 per cent.

Other notable sub-catego-
ries such as cereals became 
dearer by 2.56 per cent and 
meat and fish recorded a rise 
of 3.59 per cent.

The category of food and 
beverages during the month 
under consideration recorded 
a rise of 3 per cent over the 
same period last year.

Among non-food catego-
ries, the “fuel and light” seg-
ment’s inflation rate acceler-
ated to 5.24 per cent in April.

Pump rates static 
since April 24

Oil PSUs, which have 
been since June last re-
vising auto fuel prices 
on a daily basis to re-
flect changes in the 
cost, have kept pump 
rates static since April 
24, an analysis of daily 
price notification is-
sued by oil companies 

showed.
Indian Oil Corp 

(IOC) Chairman San-
jiv Singh last week said 
the state-owned firms 
were “temporarily 
moderating” prices to 
avoid sharp spikes and 
panic among consum-
ers.

The petrol and die-
sel prices were last re-
vised on April 24 when 

Mumbai, May 14 (PTI): 
The embattled rupee 
suffered yet another 
blow today -- falling by 
18 paise to end at a fresh

16-month low of 
67.51 against the US cur-
rency on heavy dollar 
purchases and sustained 
fund outflows from equi-
ties.

This is the lowest 
closing for the rupee 
since January 31, 2017, 
when it had ended at 
67.87.

A handful of cautious 
bias kept forex trading 
mood at extreme level 
despite a better start.

Currency traders 
stayed on the sidelines 
ahead of the critical 
inflation reading and 
the Karnataka election 
verdict, largely ignor-
ing bearish dollar trend 
overseas.

The home currency 
regained some upside 
traction in early trade 
amidst ongoing bearish 
trend.

Earlier in the day, the 
rupee resumed firm at 
67.24 from weekend’s 
close of 67.33 at the 
Interbank Foreign Ex-
change (Forex) market 
on bouts of dollar selling 
by exporters and banks.

It later picked up ex-
tra pace and touched 
a fresh intra-day high 
of 67.21 before taking 
a quick reversal in mid 
afternoon deals amid 
lack of any strong follow-
through.

The local unit plum-
meted sharply to hit a 
fresh low of 67.63 to-
wards the tail-end trade 
before concluding at 
67.51, revealing a loss of 
18 paise, or 0.27 per cent.

The RBI, meanwhile, 
fixed the reference rate 
for the dollar at 67.3153 
and for the euro at 
80.5091. Adding to the 
negative sentiments, 
country’s industrial out-
put grew by 4.4 per cent 
in March, the slowest in 
five months, due to a fall 
in capital goods produc-
tion and deceleration in 
mining activity.

US trade policy and 
geopolitical uncertain-
ties are the major nega-
tive factors playing out.

they were hiked by 13 
paise each. But prices 
were frozen thereafter. 
This despite bench-
mark international 
rate for petrol going 
up from $78.84 a bar-
rel, which was used 
for raising the price to 
Rs.74.63 a litre on April 
24, to $82.98 now, ac-
cording to sources 
privy to fuel pricing 
methodology.

The benchmark 
international diesel 
rates during this pe-
riod have climbed 
from $84.68 a barrel 
to $88.63. Also, the ru-
pee has weakened to 
Rs.67 a US dollar from 
Rs.66.62, making im-
ports costlier.

Oil Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan last 
month denied reports 
of a directive to the oil 
firms to absorb at least 
Re 1 a litre hike by not 
raising prices in line 
with cost.

The prices at petrol 
pumps of state-owned 
fuel retailers like the 
IOC were cut by 1-3 
paise every day in the 
first fortnight of De-
cember 2017 before 
Gujarat went to the 
polls.

They started mov-
ing up immediately af-
ter polling concluded 
on December 14, lead-
ing to speculation that 
the government may 
have asked oil compa-
nies to hold the prices.

New Delhi, May 14 
(IANS): While the 
smartphone market 
in India saw a healthy 
shipment of 30 mil-
lion units in the first 
quarter of 2018, Xi-
aomi maintained its 
lead with 30.3 per cent 
market share, with 
Samsung at second 
place with 25.1 per 
cent share, the Inter-
national Data Corpo-
ration (IDC) said on 
Monday.

The 4G feature 
phone market contin-
ued to grow at more 
than 50 per cent quar-
ter-on-quarter, driven 
primarily by Reliance 
JioPhone which led 
the market with 38.4 
per cent share.

The operator dis-
rupted the market by 
introducing aggres-
sively priced data 
plans at Rs 49 in the 
initial weeks of the 
quarter, acting as cata-
lyst for growth.

According to the 
IDC’s “Quarterly Mo-
bile Phone Tracker”, 
the India smartphone 
market maintained a 
healthy year on year 
(yoy) growth of 11 per 
cent. However, the 
market remained al-
most flat compared 
to the previous fourth 
quarter of 2017.

Xiaomi increased 
its share of total online 
shipments from 32 per 
cent a year ago to 53 
per cent in Q1. 

“Xiaomi is in a 
unique position with 
a diversified channel 
approach and strong 
demand in each of 
the channels. Hua-
wei’s Honor 9 Lite 
also made into the 
top 5 online models 
in its debut quarter 
2018Q1,” said Jaipal 
Singh, Senior Market 
Analyst, IDC India.  
Xiaomi maintained 
its lead in the market 
for second quarter in 
a row with further ex-
pansion in the offline 
channel and popular-
ity of its models such 
as Redmi 5A and Red-
mi Note 5. 

“This will increase 
the challenges for 
smaller companies 
even more,” she added.

New Delhi, May 14 
(PTI): After a 19-day 
pre-Karnataka poll 
hiatus, the petrol price 
was on Monday hiked 
by 17 paise a litre and 
that of diesel by 21 
paise as Public Sector 
Undertaking (PSU) oil 
firms began passing on 
the spike witnessed in 
international rates to 
consumers.

The petrol price 
in Delhi was hiked to 
Rs.74.80 from Rs.74.63, 
while diesel rate was 
increased to Rs.66.14 
from Rs.65.93, accord-
ing to a price notifica-
tion issued by state-
owned oil marketing 
companies.

With this, the die-
sel price had touched 
a record high while 
petrol is at a 56-month 
peak.

Oil PSUs, who had 
kept rates unchanged 
for nearly three weeks 
before Karnataka went 
to the polls despite 
input cost spiking, re-
verted to daily revision 
in prices no sooner had 
the State voted on Sat-
urday to elect a new 
government.

State-owned oil 
marketing companies 
are estimated to have 
lost about Rs.500 crore 
as they absorbed high-
er cost resulting from 
the spike in interna-
tional oil rates and fall 
in rupee against the US 
dollar.

Hyderabad, May 14 
(PTI):Walmart’s acquisi-
tion of 77 per cent stake 
in Flipkart is “credit 
positive” for the US re-
tail giant, though the In-
dian e-commerce firm 
is expected to continue 
to make losses for the 
next few years, said rat-
ing agency Moody’s in 
its Credit Outlook report 
issued on Monday.

On May 9, Walmart 
Inc said it is buying a 77 
per cent stake in Indian 
e-commerce retailer 
Flipkart for about USD 
16 billion, but it is yet to 
disclose financing plans.

Moody’s said it ex-
pects the deal to ini-
tially weaken Walmart’s 
credit metrics, with re-
tained cash flow (RCF) 
to net debt ratio likely 

dropping to the low-30 
per cent range from 40 
per cent currently and 
debt to EBITDA (earn-
ings before interest, tax, 
depreciation and amor-
tisation) ratio likely to 
double from 1.6 times 
currently.

“Despite this dete-
rioration, the acquisi-
tion is credit positive 
because it provides 
immediate scale in In-
dia’s burgeoning retail 
e-commerce sector and 
we expect that a combi-
nation of increased cash 
flow and debt reduction 

will push the RCF/net 
debt ratio back above 
our 35 per cent.”

“Although we expect 
that Flipkart will con-
tinue to generate losses 
for the next few years, 
our credit-positive view 
is based on India’s com-
pelling features, includ-
ing its 1.2 billion resi-
dents and an economy 
that generates more 
than 7 per cent annual 
GDP growth,” Moody’s 
said.

India has more than 
400 million millennials, 
a growing middle-class 

and exploding smart-
phone penetration, 
all of which are criti-
cal as shopping con-
tinues to shift online, 
the rating agency said, 
adding “Following the 
announcement, we af-
firmed Walmart’s Aa2 
rating and stable out-
look.”

“As Flipkart is expect-
ed to generate mean-
ingful losses for at least 
the next few years, this 
is clearly an investment 
for the future..,” Moody’s 
Vice President Charlie 
O’Shea had said.
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Give and Take 
It has become a tradition at the beginning of every finan-

cial year in the state that the issue of low revenue of the 
government is discussed and mentioned in abundance. 

The receipts in the annual budget collected of the state is 
quite dismal and the state has to depend on financial trans-
fers from the centre. In the last 54 years since statehood 
there has not been a single government in the state that 
was able to give a clear and plausible focus on this matter, 
let alone any notable financial roadmap for the state. Suc-
cessive Budgets have been introduced and passed mostly 
anticipating the state’s component for many mega devel-
opmental projects. However, the state Budget mostly has 
been either a tax-less budget or a budget of reduced taxes.

There are a myriad of narrations and different facets be-
ing portrayed of the story of the Naga people with matters 
of tax. Some of the versions have basis on factual events 
while some are just fantastic and many tend towards fal-
lacious conclusions. Out of all these, the most popular 
narrative is that the Naga political movement that was 
first made known to the Simon Commission in 1929 and 
the transformation of the Naga Hills District Tribal Council 
to Naga National Council was a fight against paying tax. It 
was a movement against paying tax indeed, but against the 
tax of the Indian government. A similar move against tax 
also known as the ‘No Tax Campaign’ against the payment 
of house tax to the Maharaja of Manipur was launched in 
1948 in Mao. This movement is noteworthy as the stand-
off between the people and the government agencies that 
came to arrest the leaders resulted in firing by the security 
forces, killing three on the spot with many injured, some of 
whom succumbed to injuries later. Such instances are now 
narrated as if the Naga movement was only against pay-
ing taxes, discarding the other significant aspects of paying 
taxes; accepting control and swearing allegiance.

On contrary, the resolution of the NNC to collect house-
hold subscriptions and tax on businessmen and contrac-
tors of those days are clearly documented in the minutes 
and resolutions of the organisation. After statehood and 
the failure of the ceasefire leading to arrest of many of the 
cadres, followed by the policy of rehabilitation of ex-under-
grounds employed by the government, the activities and 
the collection of taxes by the Naga national groups dwin-
dled. However, it was short-lived and by the early nineties 
the different factions of the Naga political groups slowly 
swarmed the state. Some factions of the NNC-Federal set-
ups were also back in the scene with demand for house-
hold taxes that were overdue in their absence. Later, the 
decision of the Government of India, after the failure of the 
ceasefire of 1964, its decision that it will never conduct any 
more negotiations with Naga groups was retracted when 
it signed the ceasefire agreement with the NSCN (IM) in 
1997. Although the ceasefire agreement included a clause 
against extortion, the ceasefire itself gave some legitima-
cy to collect tax. This was quickly emulated by the other 
groups and factions that it slowly became a nuisance for 
the general populace. The scenario never recovered from 
then on and the issue of tax to so many factions and groups 
continues to present times that the word ‘tax’ has such high 
negative connotations among the people.

There is also a large group of people in the state who 
have become reactionaries to the idea of any form of tax. 
It is not without ample reason but still many in this group 
have strong conviction that the country should provide for 
everything in return for joining India since that was the 
commitment, at least in words, given to the various Naga 
delegations before statehood. Moreover, the exemption of 
Income Tax for Scheduled Tribes in India is also taken as 
an excuse to ignore all other forms of taxes by the people.

In this quagmire, it is not only the STs but other cat-
egories of people and organisations are being overlooked 
thereby decreasing the revenue of the state. There are also 
many benami transactions made under the names of 
person of Scheduled Tribes and also under organisations 
owned by STs to evade taxation. Another very peculiar 
scenario in the state is that even the enforcers from the 
various revenue generating agencies over the years are 
convinced that it is wrong to make fellow Naga people to 
pay any forms of tax, cess, duties etc. Conversely, the same 
people will have no qualms to take some form of bribe or 
favour in order to lessen the actual recorded payments 
made since it is considered as a help provided to a fellow 
Naga. It is not surprising therefore that a Chief Minister 
once commented to the taxes department that the collec-
tion of tax in the state was very low and the department 
needs to increase the tax collection. All in all, for the peo-
ple of the state especially the Naga ST population, it is all 
for the taking but giving in the form of tax to the govern-
ment is still anathema.

DAILY
PATH

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

D
espite of we, the Nagas, 
being impatient for Political 
Solution for years, we still 
seem to have two varied 
opinions on whether we 

like to have solution or not to have it. 
Some insists that so long as Naga solution 
is without Sovereignty and Integration 
based on Plebiscite of 1951, such solution 
bereft of the principle aspirations is not 
acceptable. Yes, the NNC started Naga 
National movement for the Nagas to 
remain sovereign under a single political 
roof. And whatever investments we have 
made on the movement, be it life or 
wealth, those were for our sovereignty 
and one nationhood. It is therefore 
right for anyone to assert and insist on 
sovereignty and integration. 

The Naga political pioneers made 
impressive beginning of the movement 
which earned even International 
recognition and support of both moral 
and physical from few friendly quarters. 
However, our objective could not be 
achieved during their time and the onus 
was passed down to us to nurture and 
take it to its logical conclusion. 

Meanwhile, we have discord, distrust, 
suspicion and factional egos as our 
priorities over the national aspiration 
called sovereignty. Pride, arrogance 
and vindictiveness have blurred our 
political vision and eroded the political 
foundation founded under NNC led by 
A.Z. Phizo and comrades. These ground 
realities had immensely disappointed our 
sympathizers who made sincere attempts 
to give positive impetus for moulding 
a secure future for us. Thus, we have 
denied sovereignty and integration to 
ourselves for the obvious reason that we 
opted for self-defeat. Yet, Nagas have high 
tendencies to blame GOI for what mess 
we have created for ourselves rather than 
admission and realization.  

This being the factual position, if the 

Nagas are to insist that no other alternative 
arrangement will be acceptable till we 
achieve sovereignty, it definitely means 
to keep the prevailing situation in status 
quo. In other words, we have to continue 
living under 10 governments indefinitely. 
And I do not need to waste the pages 
with the highlights of those ills inflicted 
upon Nagaland State and by which it has 
remained retrogressive for years. 

The other section of Nagas aspires 
for that alternative political solution. 
This section of Nagas of pro-solution 
perhaps have the following beliefs:  a) 
The existing 9 Naga National Political 
Groups(NNPGs) are too divided to land 
the Nagas into a sovereign nation. b) The 
existing batch of top leaders of 9 NNPGs 
may be short of people’s expectation, and 
yet, there is no guarantee that these aged 
leaders would be succeeded by more 
capable, more honest, more committed 
and actionable successors. Naga image 
may be bad now under their leaderships 
and yet, by God’s grace, the GOI has been 
in negotiation with 7 NNPGs although 
one cannot be over confident of the 
end result. c) After the death of these 
aged leaders of NNPGs, no wonder if 
NNPGs turn into total disarray which will 
definitely fail to attract the attention of 
GOI for political negotiation as of now. d) 
The GOI is found sincere to have political 
solution at this very moment, and if we 
miss the opportunity only God knows 
when we can get such chance again. e) 
Better opt for a solution provided such 
is promotional one and not a demotion 
although without sovereignty and 
integration. 

In the event of negotiators attaining 
logical conclusions, there is likelihood 
of those NNPGs backed by the second 
section to be blamed by the first section 
of our people on the plea that the former 
has deviated from the original political 
principle of the Nagas. There may be 

tendency to blame the negotiators that 
it has betrayed the Nagas to the extent of 
mortgaging our rights for personal gains. 
Also, that solution was brought, if at all, 
without the consent of the Nagas. 

Nevertheless, what I understand 
the prevailing Naga political imbroglio 
is comparable to that of the Nagas are 
sandwiched between the devil and the 
deep, deep sea. Failing to get sovereignty 
and integration is the devil and to 
perpetuate living under the bondage of 
taxation to 10 governments is the sea. At 
this rate, we can never have a progressive 
society for the basic reason that our 
economy is collectively strangulated. 
As long as we have 9 governments, the 
10th Govt., i.e., the State Govt., no matter 
how efficient it may be, cannot sweep 
clean the floor of governance. Therefore, 
one remedy for Naga ailments is how to 
minimize the number of governments 
in Nagaland. Thus, the only answer is 
solution to political problem which, I 
believe, will be contributory towards our 
aspiration in the long run. We have to 
therefore support the ongoing process of 
negotiation. The relaxation of the degree 
of aspiration is necessitated for survival.

What I believe: Not that I know but 
what I believe the ongoing negotiation can 
possibly evolve is State-wise solution. This 
arrangement is necessitated by the strong 
posture of GOI that Naga integration 
is not possible. Therefore, when our 
Naga areas are not amalgamated, it will 
not be feasible for us to have a single 
solution as though we can live under 
one political umbrella. Political packages 
to Nagas in each State may become 
the result of the negotiations. Under 
such arrangements, Nagas have to be 
contended with respective States in status 
quo topped with packages. 

Meanwhile, certain section of Nagas 
are found fond of putting across their high 
profile felicitation activities of John the 

Baptist’s mission in the media from time 
to time laced with much apprehension 
of post solution violence. I tend to differ 
with those apprehensions that as though 
Naga world will tumble down post 
solution. To picture that violence and 
bloodshed will be the backlash of post 
solution is with negative motive towards 
negotiation. Those who have tendencies 
to paint the post solution scenario bleak 
may have other motive to thwart the 
progressive negotiation towards State-
wise solution.

Nagas of today are found to be fond 
of relaxing in the gallery watching the 
ongoing games in the pitch and have 
the temerity to give ‘holier than thou’ 
comments and make passing remarks 
on the performances of the performers. 
Taking the advantage of the modern 
technology, there are many social media 
Solomons and face-book/twitter lions 
on any given issue projecting self-
righteousness and undermining the 
practical actors all the time. Whereas, 
these Solomons and lions will like to 
take back seat and doze off when issues 
of common concern arises needing 
practical contribution from everyone.  
For instance, hardly anyone lauded it 
when the recent Court’s directive for CBI 
inquiry into Kohima High Court project 
scam was spilled in the media. The 
silence on such issue implies that we are 
not against corruption in reality. As and 
when solution arrives, particularly this 
section of people will prowl on it and 
even can get it racked up to the extent of 
misguiding the common man. 

To say that nothing below sovereignty 
and integration is as easy as inhaling 
oxygen, but to practically achieve it 
requires sacrifices from everyone. Let us 
hope that Nagas will have realization one 
day and unite to pursue what we deserve 
to have.

 Z. Lohe  

N
itrogen is one of the most im-
portant resources for people, 
ecosystems and the planet. It’s 
found in all sorts of essential 
molecules, including DNA, 

protein and cell walls. Life - and humanity - 
cannot exist without adequate access to this 
precious nutrient.

For many years, researchers believed that 
essentially all of the nitrogen in the world’s 
natural plants and soils originated from 
the atmosphere, where it makes up about 
78 percent of the air we breathe. But in a 
recent study, my colleagues Scott Morford, 
Randy Dahlgren and I discovered that up to 
a quarter of the planet’s terrestrial nitrogen 
originates from weathering of bedrock.

As a global environmental scientist who 
has been studying nitrogen, climate and 
ecosystems for over a decade, I found this 
result surprising. And it has big implications 
for people and the planet. If there is more 
nitrogen available in Earth’s system than 
scientists have thought, it could fuel extra 
photosynthesis by plants, increasing the rate 
at which they pull carbon pollution out of the 
atmosphere.

But this isn’t a solution to climate change, 
contrary to what some prominent pundits 
have contended. Rock weathering is no 
magic answer: It simply does not supply ni-
trogen fast enough to radically slow warming 
over the next 100 years. Calculating Earth’s 
nitrogen budget

Geologists have long known that there’s 
a lot of nitrogen in rocks, but our study was 
the first to show that this nitrogen is released 
quickly enough to influence plant and soil 
nutrient cycling on a global scale. Nitrogen 
inputs are critical to maintaining ecosystems 
because they lose a bit of nitrogen every 
year. Rain washes it out of soil, and bacteria 
convert it to gaseous forms that escape to the 
atmosphere. Without ongoing access to new 
nitrogen sources, plants eventually would 
stop growing and pulling carbon dioxide out 
of the air.

Our study used several different tech-

niques to show that rocks are an important 
component of the planet’s nitrogen cycle. 
In cases where weathering rates are high 
and sedimentary rocks contain a decent 
quantity of nitrogen, they actually provide 
more nitrogen than the atmosphere. We 
pulled together decades of data on where 
nitrogen exists - in the atmosphere, rocks, 
the ocean and Earth’s mantle (the rock 
between its crust and its core), and used 
this information to build a picture of the 
planet’s nitrogen budget.

This work revealed a critical role played 
by rock weathering. Many processes gradu-
ally break rocks down over time, including 
freezing and thawing, chemical reactions, 
and impacts of living organisms such as 
lichens and tree roots. Weathering releases 
nitrogen, replenishing nitrogen that con-
tinental erosion carries to the ocean over 
millions of years. This initial finding was 
supported by a suite of classic geochemical 
models, evidence built from our global rock 
nitrogen inventory, and a new global com-
puter model that we created for this study.

Until now researchers had assumed 
that the atmosphere was the main source 
of nitrogen for Earth’s ecosystems. But they 
also had trouble explaining how so much 
nitrogen accumulated in ecosystems if it 
came solely from the atmosphere.

We identified bedrock as the source 
of this “missing nitrogen” by showing that 
rock weathering could help to meet nitro-

gen demand from plants and animals. In 
mountainous regions and areas with moist 
climates, where rocks are exposed and tend 
to weather quickly, we estimate that rock 
weathering doubles the amount of nitro-
gen that enters natural ecosystems.

Nourishing the carbon cycle
What does this mean for the carbon 

cycle and global climate change? Several 
computer simulations have shown that ni-
trogen affects carbon storage in a way that 
could substantially alter the amount of 
global warming that occurs in this century. 
Our past work showed that ecosystems 
living on nitrogen-rich bedrock contained 
twice as much carbon in their soils and 
trees as those on nitrogen-poor bedrock. 
The nitrogen in the rock was feeding the 
ecosystem, allowing plants to accumulate 
more biomass than sites without much 
rock nitrogen weathering.

But rock nitrogen has always been a 
part of the planet, even if we weren’t terribly 
mindful of it. Our study makes explicit a 
process that is already affecting the planet’s 
carbon cycle. And it helps explain how 
plants and soils have absorbed roughly 30 
percent of carbon emissions from human 
activities, even though nutrient constraints 
on plant growth are widespread.

Globally, ecosystems still derive more 
nitrogen from the air than from rocks. 
Nonetheless, our findings may help make 
global climate models more precise and 

resolve some puzzling observations at higher 
latitudes, which tend to hold more nitrogen 
in rocks. For example, boreal forest zones 
in northern Canada and Eurasia are storing 
carbon at a level higher than many scientists 
would have predicted, and are greening in 
response to climate change. We expect these 
regions may have high levels of nitrogen 
from rock weathering.
Rock nitrogen won’t save us from  
climate change
Some pundits have argued that our work 
shows scientists don’t have a firm grasp of 
such issues as global climate change. This 
view is wrong.

Our study highlights a role for rocks in 
supplying nitrogen to terrestrial ecosystems. 
It challenges a paradigm that was estab-
lished as far back as the late 1800s, but this 
doesn’t make us doubt the scientific process. 
Instead, we recognize that questions must 
always drive our thinking – for example, “I 
wonder whether rock nitrogen matters to 
the planet?

Others have misinterpreted our work 
as evidence that the risk of extreme climate 
change has been overblown. For example, 
conservative commentator Rush Limbaugh 
opined, “It’s a scientific report that carbon 
dioxide, CO2, that which causes the green-
house effect, is much, much, much less im-
pactful than anybody knew.”

Wrong again. Our study said no such 
thing, and it does not imply that curbing 
global climate change is less urgent. Rock 
nitrogen can help fertilize the carbon cycle, 
but there is not enough of it to stop the rapid 
pace of global climate change. That will re-
quire aggressively cutting greenhouse gas 
emissions and creating technologies that 
can remove carbon from the atmosphere at a 
large scale over the next few decades.

Climate models consistently show that 
nature will not save us. We have to save our-
selves – although rocks may provide us with 
a bit more cushion than we previously knew.

Benjamin Z. Houlton Professor of Global 
Environmental Studies, Chancellor’s Fellow 
and Director, John Muir Institute of the En-
vironment, University of California, Davis.

Honourable Sir,

The Bible teaches us that every Government Ruler is established with the approval of God and as a Christian it is our solemn duty to pay our due respect to the rulers. Having 
said that I take this opportunity as a privilege and honour to state a few lines before your Respected Office.

That Sir, for the past few days there has been some communication gap among your fellow Kuki people of Nagaland for the consultation meeting of Tribal Hohos of Nagaland 
for the ongoing peace talk and Women Reservation Policy for ULBs, which was held in Kohima on 11th May, under your progressive Government of which the  Kuki Inpi Nagaland 
is yet to be invited for the discussion in the coming days for the best reason known to You. 

To this, it has been recalled a very courageous and factual speech that you gave at Mimkut Festival, Molvom (Gaspani-II) on 17th Jan, 2018. Basing on the Simon Commission, 
while lauding the role of early Kukis in the Naga Political Scenario, you spoke of  the Kukis of Nagaland having equal right to Naga History (Nagaland Post, 18 Jan,2018). In your 
inspiring speech, you have stated that the Kukis of Nagaland, Our history is in Nagaland, not on any other parts of the World. This speech has again rejuvenated the flame of 
belongingness n togetherness in Us which have been passed down from our forefathers, fathers who have struggled, shed their sweat and precious blood along with our Other 
fellow and brother Naga Tribes of Nagaland for the land we truly love calling My Nagaland. 

Yes, our History was, is in Nagaland and Our history will be in Nagaland. We have and we will walk and talk, toil and live with Our other Naga brothers and sisters: share our 
story as, “We the People of Nagaland.”

We sincerely hope and pray that you and your team continue to be a Channel of Blessing to all the Indigenous Tribes of Nagaland and to all the People who dwell and toil in 
Nagaland.

God Bless You Sir.
Thangjamang Misao

Molvom Village.

Should or Shouldn’t Nagas Have Political Solution? 

Nitrogen From Rock Could Fuel More Plant Growth Around 
The World – But Not Enough to Prevent Climate Change

An Open Letter to  respected CM of Nagaland, Shri Neiphiu Rio

Benjamin Z. Houlton 
The Conversation

Traditional view of the nitrogen cycle, including human contributions from fossil fuel combustion 
and use of synthetic nitrogen fertilizer.  NOAA

God works in and through His followers.

“How have you seen God at work lately?” I asked 
some friends. One replied, “I see Him at work as 
I read the Scriptures each morning; I see Him at 

work as He helps me face each new day; I see Him at work 
when I know that He has been with me every step of the 
way—I realize how He has helped me to face challenges 
while giving me joy.” I love his answer because it reflects 
how through God’s Word and the indwelling presence of the 
Holy Spirit, God stays near to, and works in, those who love 
Him.

God working in His followers is a wonderful mystery that 
the writer to the Hebrews refers to as he draws his letter to 
a close in what’s known as a benediction: “. . . and may he 
work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ” 
(Hebrews 13:21). With this conclusion, the writer reinforces 
the essential message of his letter—that God will equip His 
people to follow Him and that God will work in and through 
them for His glory. 

The gift of God working in us can take us by surprise; 
perhaps we forgive someone who wrongs us or show pa-
tience to someone we find difficult. Our “God of peace” (v. 
20) spreads His love and peace in and through us. How have 
you seen God at work lately?

God at Work
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): There is something 
in the air today pushing you toward change or re-
newal, Aries. Is it time to change your wardrobe or 
redecorate your home? If so, this is the day. If you 

have monetary restrictions, you’ll find it just as fulfilling (and a 
whole lot cheaper) to simply rid your home of all the things that 
just aren’t “you” anymore. Surround yourself with the things 
you love.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): The good news is it 
can only get better. For today, however, there may 
be some trying times in store, Taurus. If you’re a 
parent, the children will beg for something every 

five minutes. At work, you’ll feel pressure from all sides. Not 
even your love life is immune from the doubt that seems to 
hover over you. No compromise is possible today. Just sit tight 
and know that calmer days are coming.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Today is the day to 
rethink all those social values that you take at face 
value, Gemini. Like the rest of us, you learned them 
at a young age and unthinkingly accepted them. Es-

tablished concepts of propriety are especially deserving of con-
sideration. After hearing for years about all those things that 
“just aren’t done,” isn’t it refreshing to think that maybe they 
should be done after all?

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Today is an ideal day 
to shop for a new wardrobe, Cancer. You may find 
your usual style either too conventional or uncom-
fortably trendy. Often when you’re out shopping, 

you’ll reject an item you really like for fear that it’s too sugges-
tive or old fashioned. Perhaps you should listen to your own 
judgment for a change instead of being so concerned with what 
other people might think.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): The topic of the day is 
knowledge and learning, Leo. Did you study the 
field you dreamed of? Do you feel ashamed of not 
having attended such-and-such a school or pro-

gram? If those sorts of issues are uppermost on your mind, 
remember that your creativity has little to do with the degrees 
you hold and everything to do with how you use your skills and 
knowledge to better the world.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): An important aspect has 
passed, and you are in the process of reaping the 
benefit from it, Virgo. It was only a matter of becom-
ing aware of and settling certain matters related to 

your need for social recognition. Don’t be so hungry for approv-
al, Virgo. Most people contain a stern inner authority figure and 
can survive comfortably and self-sufficiently. In fact, it’s your 
greatest strength.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22):  You may feel hemmed 
in by the role models that society currently offers, 
Libra. As you struggle to find your own defini-
tion of the truly modern human being, the people 

around you sometimes criticize your liberated attitude. Just 
because their ideas aren’t in sync with yours in no way invali-
dates them. If your ideas are a tad too radical, theirs are too 
conventional. There’s room for both points of view.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):  Today’s aspects 
are suggesting that you take a good hard look at 
the state of your ego, Scorpio. Are you too proud 
or too humble? Buddhists say that the path to 

spiritual fulfillment lies in knowing how to build a healthy ego 
while at the same time developing a part of oneself completely 
foreign to the ego. Are you working hard at this?

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21):  A small crisis is still a 
crisis, isn’t it, Sagittarius? Expect one in your per-
sonal life today. Since you aren’t one to let issues 
go unresolved, you won’t be able to put off dealing 
with your problems any longer. Questions abound. 

Are work and responsibilities shared equally with your part-
ner? Are you both making an equal effort to maintain rela-
tionship harmony? Asking the questions is the first step to 
answering them.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Something has to 
change, Capricorn. You knew it as soon as you woke 
up this morning. Your mirror provides the impetus 
for some important resolutions. Is it time to begin a 

diet, make a commitment to exercise more, or strengthen your re-
solve to quit smoking? Anything you do to improve your health will 
make you feel better about yourself. Buy some new clothes or get a 
haircut! Other people will notice, too!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): The only good thing 
about being on an emotional roller coaster is that 
you never feel the same way for long, Aquarius. One 
moment you’re up, the next you’re down. You can’t 

figure out what it is you want today. Rather than bring your loved 
ones along on this wild ride, why not take some time away from 
your usual environment? You’ll be a lot better off alone. Who 
knows? Something important may come out of these moments 
of solitude!

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20):  You might want to check 
your alarm clock to be sure it really woke you up this 
morning, Pisces. Your tendency will be to stay in the 
cocoon of your own little dream world, deep in your 

own thoughts. Obsessive thoughts, in particular, will try and drown 
out some more pressing issues from the past that really need to 
be dealt with once and for all. “Ring, ring!” It’s time to wake up!

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Alan Jasanoff | Aeon

Neuroscience gives us invaluable, wondrous 
knowledge about the brain – including an 
awareness of its limitations

The Cerebral Mystique

M
ore than 2,000 years ago, 
the semi-mythical father of 
medicine, Hippocrates of 
Kos, challenged the spiritu-
alists of his time with a bold 

claim about the nature of the human mind. 
In response to supernatural explanations of 
mental phenomena, Hippocrates insisted 
that ‘from nothing else but the brain come 
joys, delights, laughter and sports, and sor-
rows, griefs, despondency, and lamentations’. 
In the modern age, Hippocrates’ words have 
been distilled into a Twitter-friendly pop-
neuroscience slogan: ‘We are our brains.’ 
This message resonates with recent trends 
to blame criminality on the brain, to redefine 
mental illness as brain disease and, in futuris-
tic-technological circles, to imagine enhanc-
ing or preserving our lives by enhancing or 
preserving our brains. From creativity to drug 
addiction, there is barely an aspect of hu-
man behaviour that has not been attributed 
to brain function. To many people today, the 
brain seems like a contemporary surrogate 
for the soul.

But lost in the public’s romance with the 
brain is the most fundamental lesson neuro-
science has to teach us: that the organ of our 
minds is a purely physical entity, conceptually 
and causally embedded in the natural world. 
Although the brain is required for almost eve-
rything we do, it never works alone. Instead, 
its function is inextricably linked to the body 
and to the environment around it. The inter-
dependence of these factors is masked how-
ever by a cultural phenomenon I call the ‘cer-
ebral mystique’ – a pervasive idealisation of 
the brain and its singular importance, which 
protects traditional conceptions about differ-
ences between mind and body, the freedom 
of will and the nature of thought itself.

The mystique is expressed in multiple 
forms, ranging from ubiquitous depictions 
of supernatural, ultra-sophisticated brains 
in science fiction and the popular media to 
more sober, scientifically supported concep-
tions of cognitive function that emphasise 
inorganic qualities or confine mental proc-
esses to neural structures. This idealisation is 
almost reflexively adopted by laypeople and 
scientists alike (including me!) and it is com-
patible with both materialist and spiritual 
world views. The cerebral mystique might 
help to increase enthusiasm for neuroscience 
– a valued consequence – but it drastically 
limits our ability to analyse human behaviour 
and address important social problems.

The widespread analogy of the brain to a 
computer contributes powerfully to the cer-
ebral mystique by distancing the brain from 
the rest of the biology. The contrast between a 
machine-like brain and the wet, chaotic mess 
we have throughout the rest of our bodies sets 
up a brain-body distinction that parallels the 
historical mind-body distinction drawn by 
early philosophers such as René Descartes. 
In keeping with Western religious notions of 
the soul, Descartes in the 17th century postu-
lated that the mind is an ethereal entity that 
interacts with the body but does not join with 
it. With his timeless axiom ‘I think, therefore I 
am’ Descartes placed the mind in its own uni-
verse, autonomous of the material world.

To the extent that the brain resembles a 
machine, we can more easily imagine remov-
ing it from our heads, preserving it for eter-
nity, cloning it or sending it through space. 
The digital brain thus seems separable from 
the body in both its substance and causal 
relations, much like Descartes’s detached 
spirit. It might be no accident that some of 
the most influential inorganic analogies to 
the brain were introduced by physical scien-
tists who in their later years took to the prob-
lem of consciousness in the way that elderly 
people sometimes take to religion. John von 
Neumann, the computer pioneer, was the 
best-known of these; he wrote the influen-
tial book The Computer and the Brain (1958) 
shortly before his death in 1957, inaugurating 
this enduring analogy at the very dawn of the 
digital age.

Brains are undoubtedly somewhat com-
puter-like – computers, after all, were in-
vented to perform brain-like functions – but 
brains are also much more than bundles of 
wiry neurons and the electrical impulses they 
are famous for propagating. The function of 
each neuroelectrical signal is to release a lit-
tle flood of chemicals that helps to stimulate 
or suppress brain cells, in much the way that 
chemicals activate or suppress functions 
such as glucose production by liver cells or 
immune responses by white blood cells. Even 
the brain’s electrical signals themselves are 
the products of chemicals called ions that 

– fail when we look more closely at what the 
brain is made of and how it operates. The in-
tegrated involvement of brain, body and en-
vironment is precisely what makes having a 
biological mind different from having a soul, 
and the implications of this difference are tre-
mendous.

Most importantly, the cerebral mystique 
fosters a misleading sense that the brain is 
the prime mover of our thoughts and actions. 
As we seek to understand human conduct, 
the mystique prompts us to think first of 
brain-related causes, and pay less attention 
to factors outside the head. This leads us to 
overemphasise the role of individuals and 
underemphasise the role of contexts across a 
range of cultural phenomena.

In the arena of criminal justice, for in-
stance, some writers suggest that the per-
petrator’s brain should be blamed for trans-
gressions. This argument often invokes the 
case of Charles Whitman, who in 1966 com-
mitted one of the first mass shootings in the 
US, at the University of Texas. Whitman had 
reported psychological disturbances in the 
months leading up to the crime, and an au-
topsy later revealed that a large tumour had 
been growing near a part of his brain called 
the amygdala, which is involved in stress and 
emotional regulation. But although advo-
cates of blaming the brain would argue that 
Whitman’s brain tumour might have caused 
his crime, the larger reality is that Whitman’s 
act occurred against a background of many 
other predisposing factors: growing up with 
a violent father, the recent divorce of his par-
ents, Whitman’s repeated career rejection and 
court martial from the army, his substance 
abuse, great physical stature, and access to 
high-powered weaponry. Even the high tem-
perature on the day of the crime – 99 degrees 
Fahrenheit (37 degrees Celsius) – might have 
contributed to Whitman’s aggressive behav-
iour on the fateful day.

Blaming the brain for criminal behaviour 
offers an escape from outmoded principles of 
morality and retribution, but it still neglects 
the extended network of influences likely to 
contribute to any given situation. In the cur-
rent discussion about the causes of violence 
in the US, it is more important than ever to 
maintain a broad view of how multiple fac-
tors work together in and around each indi-
vidual; mental problems, gun access, media 
influences and social alienation can all play 
their parts. In other contexts, we miss analo-
gous factors when we attribute drug addic-
tion or adolescent misbehaviour to the brain, 
or when we credit the brain for creativity and 
intelligence. In each case, an idealised view 
that simply locates good and bad personal 
qualities in the brain is remarkably similar 
to old-fashioned perspectives that assigned 
virtue and vice to the metaphysical soul. An 
updated view should instead accept that any 
act of brilliance or depravity arises from a 
combination of brain, body and environment 
working together.

Heart, lung and endocrine problems  
all have cognitive side effects

The cerebral mystique has particular sig-
nificance for the way that our society grap-
ples with the problem of mental illness. This 
is because of the widespread drive to redefine 
mental illnesses as brain disorders. Propo-
nents argue that doing this places psycholog-
ical problems in the same category as influ-
enza or cancer – sicknesses that don’t evoke 
the social stigma commonly associated with 
psychiatric disorders. There is some evidence 
that using the language of brain disorders in 
fact lowers the barrier for mental-health pa-
tients to seek treatment, an important ben-
efit.

In other respects, however, reclassifying 
mental illnesses as brain disorders can be 
highly problematic. For patients, attributing 
mental problems to intrinsic neurological 
defects incurs a stigma of its own. Although 
people with ‘broken brains’ might not be held 
morally accountable or told to ‘just get over it’, 
the sense that they are irredeemably flawed 
can be just as damaging. Biological flaws can 
be harder to fix than moral lapses, and people 
with brain dysfunction can be seen as dan-
gerous or even less than fully human. This at-
titude reached extremes under the Nazis, who 
murdered thousands of mental-health pa-
tients as part of their ‘euthanasia’ programme 
during the Second World War, but it persists 
in more subtle forms today. A large analysis of 
changing attitudes to mental illness in 2012 
found that there was no increase in social 
acceptance of patients with depression or 
schizophrenia, despite increasing awareness 
of neurobiological contributions to these 
conditions.

To be continued...

move in and out of cells, causing tiny ripples 
that can spread independently of neurons.

Also distinct from neurons are the rela-
tively passive brain cells called glia (Greek for 
glue) that are roughly equal in number to the 
neurons but do not conduct electrical signals 
in the same way. Recent experiments in mice 
have shown that manipulating these unchar-
ismatic cells can produce dramatic effects 
on behaviour. In one experiment, a research 
group in Japan showed that direct stimulation 
of glia in a brain region called the cerebellum 
could cause a behavioural response analo-
gous to changes more commonly evoked by 
stimulation of neurons. Another remarkable 
study showed that transplantation of hu-
man glial cells into mouse brains boosted 
the animals’ performance in learning tests, 
again demonstrating the importance of glia 
in shaping brain function. Chemicals and 
glue are as integral to brain function as wir-
ing and electricity. With these moist elements 
factored in, the brain seems much more like 
an organic part of the body than the idealised 
prosthetic many people magine.

Stereotypes about brain complexity also 
contribute to the mystique of the brain and 
its distinction from the body. It has become 
a cliché to refer to the brain as ‘the most 
complex thing in the known Universe’. This 
saying is inspired by the finding that hu-
man brains contain something on the order 
of 100,000,000,000 neurons, each of which 
makes about 10,000 connections (synapses) 
to other neurons. The daunting nature of 
such numbers provides cover for people who 
argue that neuroscience will never decipher 
consciousness, or that free will lurks some-
how among the billions and billions.

Crows’ brains are less than 1 per cent the 
size of humans’ but perform feats of cogni-
tion comparable to gorillas

But the sheer number of cells in the hu-
man brain is unlikely to explain its extraordi-
nary capabilities. Human livers have roughly 
the same number of cells as brains, but cer-
tainly don’t generate the same results. Brains 
themselves vary in size over a considerable 
range – by around 50 per cent in mass and 
likely number of brain cells. Radical removal 
of half of the brain is sometimes performed 
as a treatment for epilepsy in children. Com-
menting on a cohort of more than 50 patients 
who underwent this procedure, a team at 
Johns Hopkins in Baltimore wrote that they 
were ‘awed by the apparent retention of 
memory after removal of half of the brain, 
either half, and by the retention of the child’s 
personality and sense of humour’. Clearly not 
every brain cell is sacred.

If one looks out into the animal kingdom, 
vast ranges in brain size fail to correlate with 
apparent cognitive power at all. Some of the 
most perspicacious animals are the corvids – 
crows, ravens, and rooks – which have brains 
less than 1 per cent the size of a human brain, 
but still perform feats of cognition compara-
ble to chimpanzees and gorillas. Behavioural 
studies have shown that these birds can make 
and use tools, and recognise people on the 
street, feats that even many primates are not 
known to achieve. Within individual orders, 
animals with similar characteristics also dis-
play huge differences in brain size. Among 
rodents, for instance, we can find the 80-gram 
capybara brain with 1.6 billion neurons and 

the 0.3-gram pygmy mouse brain with prob-
ably fewer than 60 million neurons. Despite a 
greater than 100-fold difference in brain size, 
these species live in similar habitats, display 
similarly social lifestyles, and do not display 
obvious differences in intelligence. Although 
neuroscience is only beginning to parse brain 
function even in small animals, such refer-
ence points show that it is mistaken to mys-
tify the brain because of its sheer number of 
components.

Playing up the machine-like qualities of 
the brain or its unbelievable complexity dis-
tances it from the rest of the biological world 
in terms of its composition. But a related form 
of brain-body distinction exaggerates how the 
brain stands apart in terms of its autonomy 
from body and environment. This flavour of 
dualism contributes to the cerebral mystique 
by enhancing the brain’s reputation as a con-
trol centre, receptive to bodily and environ-
mental input but still in charge.

Contrary to this idea, our brains them-
selves are perpetually influenced by torrents 
of sensory input. The environment shoots 
many megabytes of sensory data into the 
brain every second, enough information to 
disable many computers. The brain has no 
firewall against this onslaught. Brain-imaging 
studies show that even subtle sensory stimuli 
influence regions of the brain, ranging from 
low-level sensory regions where input enters 
the brain to parts of the frontal lobe, the high-
level brain area that is expanded in humans 
compared with many other primates.

Many of these stimuli seem to take direct 
control of us. For instance, when we view il-
lustrations, visual features often seem to 
grab our eyes and steer our gaze around in 
spatial patterns that are largely reproducible 
from person to person. If we see a face, our 
focus darts reflexively among eyes, nose and 
mouth, subconsciously taking in key features. 
When we walk down the street, our minds are 
similarly manipulated by stimuli in the sur-
roundings – the honk of a car’s horn, the flash-
ing of a neon light, the smell of pizza – each of 
which guides our thoughts and actions even if 
we don’t realise that anything has happened.

Signals from within the body influence 
behaviour just as powerfully as influences 
from the environment

Even further below our radar are environ-
mental features that act on a slower times-
cale to influence our mood and emotions. 
Seasonal low light levels are famous for their 
correlation with depression, a phenomenon 
first described by the South African physician 
Norman Rosenthal soon after he moved from 
sunny Johannesburg to the grey northeastern 
United States in the 1970s. Colours in our sur-
roundings also affect us. Although the idea 
that colours have psychic power evokes New 
Age mysticism, careful experiments have re-
peatedly linked cold colours such as blue and 
green to positive emotional responses, and 
hot red hues to negative responses. In one ex-
ample, researchers showed that participants 
performed worse on IQ tests labelled with 
red marks than on tests labelled with green 
or grey; another study found that subjects 
performed better on computerised creativity 
tests delivered on a blue background than on 
a red background.

Signals from within the body influence 
behaviour just as powerfully as influences 
from the environment, again usurping the 

brain’s command and challenging idealised 
conceptions of its supremacy. A particularly 
powerful pathway for reciprocal brain-body 
interactions is the so-called hypothalamic-pi-
tuitary-adrenal (HPA) axis, named for a set of 
structures both inside and outside the brain 
that together coordinate the storied fight-or-
flight response. Activation of the HPA axis is 
often triggered by fear-related brain signals 
that lead to secretion of cortisol and adrena-
lin from a gland that sits on top of the kidneys. 
These hormones lead to a range of bodily 
changes that affect breathing, heartrate, sen-
sory acuity and many other variables, provid-
ing feedback to the brain and closing a circuit 
of mutual brain-body interaction. In some 
cases, the HPA axis can be engaged from out-
side the brain, as in pregnancy, when a surge 
of cortisol originates on its own from the pla-
centa.

The HPA axis provides one of the routes 
by which our emotional states more generally 
are coupled to body-wide changes that ex-
tend far beyond the brain. Monitoring of ex-
ternally observable physiological parameters 
such as skin conductance and respiration has 
long supported the idea that various emo-
tions produce distinct responses relevant to 
how emotions are perceived. In a 2014 study, 
a group of researchers led by Lauri Nummen-
maa at Aalto University in Finland asked par-
ticipants to describe bodily sensations that 
they associate with 14 distinct emotions. The 
result was a stunning set of ‘bodily maps’ of 
the emotions, revealing variegated patterns 
of increased and decreased sensitivity asso-
ciated with feelings of anger, fear, happiness, 
depression, love and so on. The subjects’ abil-
ity to report their sensations emphasises that 
bodily changes are part of how the emotions 
are experienced, and not just passive, down-
stream consequences of emotion-related 
brain activity.

An amazing finding of recent years is the 
fact that microbes living in the intestines are 
also part of the physiological network that 
determines our emotions. Changing the 
gut microbial population by eating bacte-
ria-rich foods or undergoing an off-putting 
procedure called a faecal transplant can 
alter characteristics such as anxiety and ag-
gression. A key experiment was performed 
in mice, where a two-way exchange of gut 
microbes between the normally shy BALB/c 
mouse strain and the more outgoing NIH 
Swiss strain was enough to flip the two per-
sonalities. In human organ-transplant pa-
tients, both cognitive and emotional effects 
are also commonplace. Some of these have 
to do with correcting the medical condition 
that required the transplant in the first place. 
For instance, liver or kidney failure causes 
a buildup of toxins such as ammonia in the 
blood; this in turn causes cognitive difficul-
ties that can be corrected by replacing the 
diseased organ. But even procedures such 
as stomach stitching, which does not cure a 
disease, are said to cause personality shifts in 
about 50 per cent of patients.

Such examples illustrate the extent to 
which what happens in the brain is interwo-
ven with what goes on in the body and the 
environment. There is no causal or concep-
tual boundary between the brain and its sur-
roundings. Aspects of the cerebral mystique 
– idealised views of the brain as inorganic, hy-
percomplex, self-contained and autonomous 
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Ten killed, 50 injured in Bengal 
panchayat poll violence 

Shashi Tharoor charged with 
abetting wife Sunanda’s suicide

CM Kejriwal, colleagues sit on ‘dharna’ near L-G officeRathore replaces Smriti Irani, Piyush 
Goyal to look after Jaitley’s portfolios 

ICSE, ISC results declared, 64 
students get more than 99 percent

CBI files charge sheet in Nirav Modi case, 
names PNB ex-chief, senior officials 

Modi to visit Russia 
on May 21 for informal 
summit with Putin

PTI

Sashi Tharoor (File Photo)

PTI

Security personnel whip political party workers who were allegedly involved in ransacking a polling booth 
and public property during Panchayat elections, at a village in Howrah district of West Bengal on Monday.

PTI

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal along with Deputy CM Manish Sisodia and AAP MLAs  march to the 
Lieutenant-Governor’s house to discuss the acrimony over the issue of setting up CCTV cameras in the 
city, in New Delhi on Monday.

PTI

Students celebrate after the Indian Certificate of Secondary Examination results of class 10th and 12th 
were declared, in Meerut on Monday.

Kolkata, May 14 (IANS): At 
least 10 people were killed 
and more than 50 injured 
on Monday in violence 
during the West Bengal 
panchayat polls, where 
around 73 per cent of the 
electorate had cast their 
votes at the end of ballot-
ing hours at 5 p.m. The 
State Election Commission 
said the polling percentage 
was 73 at the end of voting 
hours, though the num-
bers would go up since 
4.5 lakh voters were still 
queued up across the state.

     A youth was beaten to 
death as he tried to enter a 
polling premises in Nadia 
district while a Trinamool 
Congress activist was shot 
dead in South 24 Parganas 
district’s Kultali, police said.

The Communist Party 
of India-Marxist claimed 
one of their activists was 
killed in bomb attacks in 
North 24 Parganas district’s 
Amdanga.

Three deaths were re-
ported from Murshidabad 
while two were killed in 
East Midnapore’s Nandi-
gram. Two persons lost 
their lives in Nadia and 
North Dinajpur districts.

“Three youths were 
beaten up by locals in Na-
dia district’s Shantipur area 
on Monday morning. Po-
lice rescued and got them 
admitted to a local hos-
pital. One of them, Sanjit 
Pramanik, succumbed to 
his injuries,” Nadia district 
Superintendent of Police 
Santosh Pandey told IANS.

“Trinamool Congress 
worker Arif Ali Gazi was 
shot in the chest while 
coming out of a polling 
booth. He died in a hospi-
tal,” an officer from Kultali 
police station said.

T h o u g h  C P I - M ’s 
North 24 Parganas leaders 
claimed their party activist 
died in Amdanga after he 
was attacked with crude 
bombs, there was no police 
confirmation.

Police sources said 
two people were shot in 
East Midnapore district’s 
Nandigram, famous for its 
historic land movement 
against the erstwhile Left 
Front government. The 
CPI-M claimed the two 

dead were party activists.
At least seven persons 

sustained bullet injuries in 
Murshidabad’s Naoda area, 
leading to the death of one 
of them. The remaining 
were admitted in the dis-
trict hospital.

Earlier, polling to elect 
38,616 representatives 
in the three tiers of Pan-
chayati Raj institutions 
-- panchayats, panchayat 
samitis and zila parishads 
-- started at 7 a.m. 

In several places, gun-
toting goons attacked po-
licemen on duty at polling 
premises, leaving at least 
two police officers severely 
injured.

In South 24 Parganas’ 

Bhangar, the ‘Jomi, Jibika, 
Bastutantra O Poribesh 
Raksha Committee’ (Com-
mittee for protecting land, 
livelihood, ecology and 
environment), which is 
spearheading an anti-pow-
er grid movement in the 
area, accused armed mis-
creants of the Trinamool 
Congress of kidnapping 
their Panchayat Samiti 
candidate Sariful Mullick 
and terrorising voters.

The committee alleged 
that their candidate En-
tazul Khan was severely 
injured in an attack by Tri-
namool Congress-backed 
miscreants and was taken 
to Kolkata’s RG Kar Hos-
pital.

In north Bengal’s Cooch 
Behar, Minister Rabind-
ranath Ghosh was accused 
of slapping a Bharatiya 
Janata Party polling agent 
and forcing him out of the 
polling premises, follow-
ing which the SEC sought 
a report from the district 
administration.

Violence also took 
place in East Midnapore 
district’s Panskura and 
West Midnapore district’s 
Keshpur where gun-toting 
miscreants gathered out-
side the polling stations 
and beat up voters.

Initially, voting for the 
rural bodies was to be held 
on May 1, 3 and 5 but as 
the nomination process 
started in April, it was re-
scheduled to May 14 by the 
SEC following a Calcutta 
High Court order to extend 
the nomination deadline 
and announce a fresh poll-
ing date.

Statistics reveal that of 
the total 58,692 seats in 
the three tiers of the rural 
local bodies, 20,076 seats, 
or 34.2 per cent, have been 
decided uncontested, with 
the Trinamool bagging a 
whopping proportion of 
these seats.

These include 16,814 
of the total 48,650 gram 
panchayats seats, 3,059 of 
the 9,217 panchayat samiti 
seats and 203 of the 825 zila 
parishad seats.

The Supreme Court has 
now asked the SEC not to 
issue winning certificates 
in these seats.

N e w  D e l h i ,  M a y  1 4 
(IANS):  In a  blow to 
Congress leader Shashi 
Tharoor, Delhi Police 
on Monday charged the 
Thiruvananthapuram 
Lok Sabha member with 
abetting his wife Suna-
nda Pushkars suicide in 
2014.

The chargesheet that 
Tharoor called “prepos-
terous” was filed in the 
court of Metropolitan 
Magistrate Dharmender 
Singh here. It mentions 
that the body of Push-
kar bore “scuffle marks” 
when it was found in 
a luxury hotel room in 
New Delhi on January 17, 
2014.

“These (the marks) 
s e e m  t o  h a v e  b e e n 
caused due to scuffle be-
tween Sunanda Pushkar 
Tharoor and her husband 
Shashi Tharoor as per the 
statement of their per-
sonal attendant Narain 
Singh. However, this fact 
is being examined fur-
ther.”

The chargesheet also 
says that the brothers 
and the son of Pushkar 
have made “no allega-
tions against anyone”.

P u s h k a r,  5 1 ,  w a s 
found dead in her suite 
at Leela Hotel in south 
Delhi, days after she al-
leged that her husband 
was having an affair with 

a Pakistani journalist.
The police have said 

there was no evidence 
of murder in Pushkar’s 
death but she may have 
been driven to suicide 
as she had not been eat-
ing or even leaving her 
room days before her 
death, according to the 
the chargesheet.

The 62-year-old Con-
gress leader took to Twit-
ter in his defence, saying 
he had “taken note of the 
filing of this preposterous 
chargesheet”.

He said he intended 
“to contest it vigorously”.

“No one, who knew 
Sunanda, believes she 
would ever have com-
mitted suicide, let alone 
abetment on my part.”

He said if that was 
the “conclusion arrived 
at after four plus years 
of investigation” then it 
“does not speak well of 
the methods or motiva-
tions of Delhi Police”.

“In October 2017, 
Tharoor said, the law of-
ficer made a statement 
in the Delhi High Court 
that they have not found 
anything against anyone 
and now in six months 
they say that I have abet-
ted a suicide. Unbeliev-
able!”

Tharoor, according 
to sources,  has been 
charged under section 
306 and 498A of the In-
dian Penal Code (IPC) 
- pertaining to abetment 
to suicide and cruelty to 
wife which entails a jail 
term that may extend to 
10 years.

New Delhi, May 14 (PTI): 
The fight between the 
AAP government and the 
lt governor over installing 
CCTV cameras in Delhi 
intensified today as Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal, 
his cabinet ministers and 
MLAs sat on a ‘dharna’ 
near the L-G office urg-
ing him “not to stall” the 
project under “pressure 
from the BJP”.

Kejriwal and his col-
leagues sat on ‘dharna’ 
after the police officials 
deployed at L-G Anil Bai-
jal’s office told the chief 
minister that he and his 
ministers can meet Bai-
jal, but the AAP legisla-
tors will not be allowed to 
go with them.

Shortly after, Kejriwal, 
his ministers, legislators 
and AAP supporters sat 
on a ‘dharna’ barely 100 
metres from Baijal’s office 
in protest.

“L-G does not want 
to meet MLAs. He only 
wants to meet me and 
cabinet ministers. L-G 
will have to meet the 
MLAs. I will meet him 
along with the ministers 
and the MLAs,” Kejriwal 
said.

The protesters chant-
ed Mahatma Gandhi’s 
favourite bhajan “Ra-
ghupati Raghav, Raja 
Ram” and prayed for 
“good sense” to prevail 
on the L-G.

The protest near Bai-

jal’s office disrupted the 
movement of vehicles in 
the area. A large number 
of police personnel were 
deployed at the scene of 
the protest.

Before sitting of the 
protest, the AAP leaders 
had taken out a march 
from Kejriwal’s official 
residence in Civil Lines 
area to Baijal’s office to 
urge the L-G for “not 
stalling” the project un-
der “pressure from the 
BJP”.

Kejriwal, his ministe-
rial colleagues including 
his deputy Manish Siso-
dia and PWD Minister 
Satyendar Jain, and AAP 
MLAs, began their march 
at 3 pm under heavy po-

lice security cover.
During the two-kilo-

metre march, they raised 
slogans against the L-G 
and the BJP.

Before the protest, 
Kejriwal attacked the BJP, 
alleging it does not want 
CCTV cameras installed 
i n  D e l h i  a n d  h e n c e 
was stalling the project 
through the L-G’s office.

In its 2015 manifesto 
election, the Aam Aadmi 
Party had promised to in-
stall at least 10 lakh CCTV 
cameras in the city for the 
security of women.

“The committee set 
up by the L-G is very dan-
gerous. The committee 
has been set up to stall 
CCTV project,” Kejriwal 
told reporters.

The AAP dispensation 
has been opposing the 
LG-appointed committee 
constituted for preparing 
common framework for 
installation and monitor-
ing of CCTV cameras.

Yesterday, Baijal wrote 
to Kejriwal, saying it was 
“unfortunate” that the 
public and media were 
being “misled” on the 
issue “repeatedly and de-
liberately”.

Hours after Baijal’s 
letter, Kejriwal wrote 
back to the lt governor, 
seeking to know why he 
was “politicising” the is-
sue of women safety.

Kejriwal alleged that 
Baijal had set up the 
committee “arbitrarily”, 
bypassing the elected 
government and sought 
to know why he was “vio-
lating” the Constitution.

New Delhi, May 14 (IANS: In a reshuf-
fle of portfolios effected on Monday 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
Smriti Irani was moved out of the In-
formation and Broadcasting Ministry 
and Rajyavardhan Rathore, who had 
been a Minister of State in the Minis-
try since November 2014, was given 
its independent charge.

Rathore is also Minister of State 
(Independent Charge) of Youth Af-
fairs and Sports.

Similarly, Railway and Coal Min-
ister Piyush Goyal has been given 
temporary charge of the Finance 
and Corporate Affairs ministries 
until Arun Jaitley recovers from his 
illness. Jaitley had undergone kidney 
transplant surgery at AIIMS in Delhi 
earlier in the day.

According to a Rashtrapati 
Bhavan Communique issued late 
evening, S.S. Ahluwalia has been 
assigned the portfolio of Minister of 
State, Electronics and Information 
Technology in place of Alphons Kan-
nanthanam. 

Ahluwalia has been relieved of the 
charge of Minister of State, Drinking 

Water and Sanitation.
It is the fifth reshuffle of the Union 

Council of Ministers effected by Modi 
and came days ahead of the fourth 
anniversary of the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP)-led government when it 
is planning a major media outreach. 

Irani had earlier been shifted out 
of the Human Resource Develop-
ment Ministry and appointed Textiles 
Minister. She was appointed Infor-
mation and Broadcasting Minister 
in July last year after Venkaiah Naidu 
stepped down to contest the vice 
presidential election.

Irani’s tenure at the Information 
and Broadcasting Ministry had seen 
some controversies.  Modi had given 
directions to withdraw the ministry’s 
order in April that threatened to take 
away the accreditation of journalists 
involved in producing “fake news”.

The order, which was withdrawn 
within hours, had warned that jour-
nalists would be denied access to the 
government even on mere accusa-
tion of spreading fake news and could 
lose their accreditation for a limited 
period or permanently.

The ministry’s move to form a 
committee with representatives from 
various ministries to draft regulations 
for digital media companies had 
faced opposition from journalists. 

The ministry also saw tussle with 
Prasar Bharati -- which runs Doord-
arshan and All India Radio -- over its 
moves to appoint an Indian Admin-
istrative Service officer to its board 
and fill two key editorial posts with 
journalists on high salaries.

The 65th National Film Awards 
ceremony was also marked by con-
troversy with several awardees pro-
testing against the whittling down of 
the number of those to be honoured 
by the President to 11. 

The Rashtrapati Bhavan had also 
reportedly conveyed its unhappiness 
to the Prime Minister’s Office over the 
way office of President was dragged 
into the controversy over award cer-
emony.

Some media associations had 
also expressed their reservations over 
the way the ministry had reconsti-
tuted two journalist-related bodies 
under its purview.

New Delhi, May 14 (PTI): 
The Council for the Indian 
School Certificate Exami-
nation (CISCE) today de-
clared results for the Class 
12 and Class 10 exams with 
girls once again bettering 
boys in overall scores and 
64 students getting more 
than 99 percent.

While 49 students got 
more than 99 per cent in 
the Class 12 exam, 15 stu-
dents scored more than 
99 per cent in the Class 10 
exam.

Last year, 16 students 
had scored more than 99 
pc -- 10 in Class 12 and 6 in 

Class 10. 
This year, the top score 

of 99.5 per cent in class 
12 was bagged by seven 
students from across the 
country. The second posi-
tion of 99.25 per cent was 
shared by 17 students. The 
third highest score was 
99 per cent, bagged by 25 
people.

Mumbai boy Swayam 
Das emerged the Class 
10 all India topper with 
99.4 per cent. Jalandhar’s 
Jasmin Kaur Chahal and 
Mumbai’s Anokhi Amit 
Mehta jointly bagged the 
second position with 99.2 

per cent each. The third 
position was shared by 12 
students who scored 99 per 
cent each.

“Class 12 saw a pass 
percentage of 96.21 record-
ing a slight dip from last 
year’s 96.47 per cent, while 
98.51 per cent students 
passed Class 10,” said Ger-
ry Arathoon, CEO of the 
Council.

“We did not follow any 
moderation policy. Also, 
there was no spiking of 
marks. Despite that the 
number of students scor-
ing above 99 per cent has 
increased this year,” he told 

New Delhi, May 14 (PTI): Billionaire 
jeweller Nirav Modi, Allahabad Bank 
MD and CEO Usha Ananthasub-
ramanian were among 22 people 
charge-sheeted by the CBI today in 
connection with the country’s largest 
financial scam worth over USD 2 bil-
lion in Punjab National Bank (PNB), 
agency sources said.

The charge sheet, filed in a spe-
cial court in Mumbai, detailed the 
alleged role of Ananthasubramanian, 
who was the MD and CEO of PNB 
from 2015 to 2017 and was ques-
tioned recently by the CBI in connec-
tion with the case, the sources said.

The agency has also named PNB 
executive directors K V Brahmaji Rao 
and Sanjiv Sharan, and general man-
ager (international operations) Ne-
hal Ahad, and Nirav Modi’s brother 
Nishal Modi in its charge sheet.

The CBI said the fraudulent Let-
ter of Undertakings (LoUs) issued 
to Nirav Modi were for Rs 6,498.20 
crore, the sources said.

The charge sheet, however, did 
not name Nirav Modi’s wife Ami and 

his uncle and business partner Me-
hul Choksi, they said.

The agency has detailed the roles 
of Nirav Modi, his brother Nishal 
Modi and Subhash Parab, an execu-
tive in Nirav Modi’s company, they 
said.

The charge sheet primarily deals 
with the first FIR registered in the 
case relating to the fraudulent issu-
ance over Rs 6,498.20 crore worth of 
LoUs to Diamond R US, Solar Exports 
and Stellar Diamonds.

The agency has not given in de-
tail the role of Mehul Choksi in the 
present charge sheet. 

It is likely to come up when the 
CBI files supplementary charge 
sheets in the case related to the 
probe into his Gitanjali Group.

The CBI has registered three 
separate FIRs in connection with the 
alleged fraud of USD 2 billion in the 
public sector bank by the companies 
of Nirav Modi and Choksi.

Both Norav Modi and Choksi had 
left the country before PNB filed the 
complaint with the CBI.

reporters.
A total of 1,83,387 stu-

dents from 2,161 schools 
had appeared for the Class 
10 examination, which 
was conducted in 61 writ-
ten subjects. Of these, 22 
were Indian languages, 10 
foreign languages and one 
classical language.

In Class 12, 80,880 stu-
dents from 1,034 schools 
appeared for the exam, 
which was conducted in 48 
written subjects. Of these, 
14 were Indian languages, 
five foreign languages and 
two classical languages.

“In both the classes 
girls have outperformed 
boys,” Arathoon told re-
porters. 

In Class 12, the pass 
percentage of girls is 97.63 
per cent while that of boys 
is 94.96 per cent. Similarly, 
in the Class 10 examina-
tion, the pass percentage 
of girls is 98.95 per cent 
while that of boys is 98.15 
per cent.

In terms of regions, the 
southern region recorded 
the highest pass percent-
age in Class 12 at 98.38 per 
cent. The southern (99.69 
per cent) and western re-
gions (99.67 per cent) have 
the highest pass percent-
age in Class 10. 

Schools abroad have 
recorded 100 per cent pass 
percentage in Class 10 and 
99.36 per cent in Class 12.

New Delhi, May 14 (IANS): Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi will visit 
Russia on May 21 for an informal 
summit with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin in Sochi, the gov-
ernment said on Monday.

Modi will travel to Russia at 
Putin’s invitation.

An External Affairs Ministry 
release said the visit will be an 
important occasion for the two 
leaders to exchange views on 
international matters in a broad 
and long-term perspective in 
order to further strengthen the 
special and privileged strategic 
partnership. “Both leaders will 
discuss their respective national 
developmental priorities and bi-
lateral matters,” the release said.

It said that the informal sum-
mit was in keeping with the 
tradition of regular consultations 
between India and Russia at the 
highest level.  Putin had won a 
fourth term in office in March.



Jerusalem, May 14 (PTI): The 
US today opened its embassy 
in Jerusalem under a controver-
sial move by President Donald 
Trump, amid a bloodbath right 
on the border with Gaza where 
Israeli soldiers shot dead at least 
52 Palestinians in clashes, in the 
deadliest escalation of violence 
since 2014.

Trump announced the deci-
sion to move the embassy from 
Tel Aviv to Jerusalem in Decem-
ber, when he formally recognised 
the holy city as the capital of Is-
rael, breaking away from decades 
of US neutrality on the sensitive 
issue.

“Today, we officially opened 
the United States embassy in 
Jerusalem. Congratulations. It’s 
been a long time coming,” Presi-
dent Trump said in a pre-re-
corded video at the US embassy 
opening here.

“Israel is a sovereign nation, 
with the right like any other sov-
ereign nation, to designate its 
capital,” he said.

The American leader said 
the US remains fully commit-
ted to facilitating a lasting peace 
agreement between Israel and 
Palestinians.

He said that his country sup-
ports status quo at the Temple 
Mount, a flashpoint of Israel-
Palestinian conflict that houses 
the Western Wall (holiest site for 
the Jews) and the al-Aqsa mosque 
- known as Haram al-Sharif.

“This city and entire nation 
is a testament to the unbreak-
able spirit of the Jewish people,” 
Trump emphasised.

Later, the US President tweet-
ed, “Big day for Israel. Congratu-
lations!” 

The inauguration ceremony 
started with the singing of the 
American anthem and the pres-
entation of colours by US Ma-
rines.

US Ambassador to Israel Dav-
id Friedman noted that Washing-
ton, which became the first coun-

try to recognise the State of Israel, 
has now taken “a step awaited, 
voted upon, and litigated and 
prayed for for all these years”.

“Again the United States leads 
the way,” in relocating the em-
bassy, he said.

The move is the result of 
the “vision, the courage, and 
the moral clarity” of President 
Trump, to whom we own an 
“enormous and eternal debt of 
gratitude,” the US envoy stressed.

“We have shown the world 
once again that the US can be 
trusted,” said Jared Kushner, sen-
ior adviser to the President and 
Trump’s son-in-law.

He also hailed Trump’s deci-
sion to withdraw the US from 
the Iran nuclear deal, saying 
the President announced his 
intention to exit the “dangerous, 
flawed and one-sided Iran deal.” 

Speaking at the opening cer-
emony, Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu thanked 
President Trump for keeping his 
promise. “Thank you, President 
Trump, for having the courage to 
keep your promise,” he said.

“Thank you, President Trump 
for making the alliance between 
Israel and the United States 
stronger than ever,” he said.

“You can only build peace 
on truth. And the truth is that 
Jerusalem has been, and always 
will be, the capital of the Jewish 
people, the capital of the Jewish 
state,” he asserted.

A high-level American del-
egation that includes Deputy 
Secretary of State John Sullivan, 
Secretary of Treasury Steven 
Mnuchin, Kushner, senior ad-
viser and first daughter Ivanka 
Trump, and Special Representa-
tive for International Negotia-
tions Jason Greenblatt attended 
the embassy opening ceremony.

Meanwhile, Palestinians, who 
protested massively along the 
Gaza border clashed with Israeli 
forces, leading to the death of at 
least 52 of them.

According to the Palestin-
ian Ministry of Health, at least 
52 people have been killed and 
more than 2,400 people suffered 
injuries.

Of the 52 killed today, at least 
six were below the age of 18, in-
cluding one female. And, of more 
than 2,400 wounded, at least 200 
were below the age of 18 and 11 
were journalists.

The Palestinian protestors 
burned tyres and threw stones at 
the soldiers, trying to approach 
the fence. 

The Palestinian Authority 
headed by President Mahmoud 
Abbas’ Fatah party and head-
quartered in the West Bank town 
of Ramallah accused Israel of 
committing a “terrible massacre” 
as the death toll soared.

Seeking international inter-
vention, Palestinian government 
spokesman Yusuf al-Mahmoud 
said that it was an urgent require-

ment given “the terrible massacre 
in Gaza committed by the forces 
of the Israeli occupation against 
our heroic people”.

The death toll made it the 
deadliest day in the Israeli-Pal-
estinian conflict since the 2014 
Gaza war.

The Israel Defense Forces 
(IDF) released a statement accus-
ing Hamas, which controls Gaza, 
of “leading a terrorist operation” 
and inciting protesters who had 
amassed by the border fence 
with Israel to conduct what Israel 
described as terror attacks.

The IDF estimated that 
around 35,000 people -- who 
it describes as “violent rioters” 
-- had assembled in 12 different 
locations along the border fence 
between Gaza and Israel and 
thousands more were gathered 
in a tent city about a kilometer 
from the border.

The military said the pro-

testers threw Molotov cocktails, 
burned tyres, and stones at Is-
raeli soldiers positioned along 
the fence.

The State Department not-
ed that the opening of the new 
embassy will take place on the 
70th anniversary of American 
recognition of the State of Israel, 
the day of its founding and a day 
that Palestinians refer to as “the 
Catastrophe,” as hundreds of 
thousands fled their homes.

The Embassy move is conten-
tious for Palestinians, who hope 
to claim part of the city as their 
future capital, and for many in 
the Arab world, as it is home to 
some of the holiest sites in Islam. 
The city is also home to deeply 
holy sites for Jews and Christians. 

The issue has been so thorny 
that international negotiators 
had left the question of Jerusalem 
to the final stages of any peace 
deal.

Kuala Lumpur, May 14 (PTI/
AFP): Malaysia’s toppled leader 
Najib Razak was today accused 
by a former top graft fighter of 
blocking probes into a massive 
financial scandal, as the coun-
try’s new prime minister got 
down to work after a historic 
poll win. 

Najib’s Barisan Nasional 
(BN) coalition last week suf-
fered a shock defeat to an al-
liance of parties headed by 
elderly Mahathir Mohamad, 
ending the corruption-mired 
regime’s six decades in power.

Voters turned out en masse 
to oust Najib after he was ac-
cused of involvement in plun-
dering huge sums from Malay-
sian sovereign fund 1MDB in a 
sophisticated fraud that is now 
being investigated in several 
countries.

The 92-year-old Mahathir 
-- who ruled with an iron fist 
for two decades and came out 
of retirement to take on Najib 
-- is now the world’s oldest 
elected leader.

Abdul Razak Idris -- former 

intelligence and investiga-
tions director of the Malaysian 
Anti-Corruption Commission 
-- lodged reports with the body 
alleging Najib tried to stop the 
probe into losses at 1MDB.

The US State Department 
alleges that at least USD 4.5 bil-
lion was looted from the fund, 
and funnelled to the United 
States where it was used to 
buy everything from artwork 
to high-end real estate and a 
luxury yacht.

Both Najib and 1MDB 
deny any wrongdoing and he 
was cleared by domestic inves-
tigations.

The deputy chief commis-
sioner of the anti-graft body, 
Azam Baki, confirmed to AFP 
that Abdul Razak had submit-
ted complaints.

A copy of the complaints, 
seen by AFP, said that Najib 
was suspected on his own, or 
with the help of civil servants, 
of having tried to stop the 
1MBD investigations.

He was also accused of 
halting a probe into a retire-

ment fund.
“The reason I am lodging 

the reports today is so that the 
MACC can take swift action,” 
he was cited as saying by The 
Star newspaper. He said some 
people were worried about 
him taking the “bold” step 
but added: “I’m already 69 
years old. If I die, I die for the 
country.” 

During Najib’s increas-
ingly authoritarian rule, the 
anti-graft agency had targeted 
some of his most vocal critics.

Earlier, Mahathir arrived at 
his office in the administrative 
capital Putrayaja to officially 
get down to work, and held 
meetings with senior civil serv-
ants.

The Sultan of Brunei also 
visited the new premier.

Markets opened today for 
the first time since last week’s 
polls but did not fall as heavily 
as had been anticipated after 
Mahathir sought in a weekend 
speech to calm investors.

Stocks initially lost 2.7 per 
cent but quickly won back 

ground and were 0.4 per cent 
higher in early afternoon trade. 
Local currency the ringgit was 
also up slightly after earlier los-
ing ground.

But it has not been all 
smooth sailing since the his-
toric win, with concerns over 
the slow formation of the cabi-
net as different parties in the 
winning alliance jostle for po-
sitions.

Mahathir appointed three 
ministers at the weekend de-
spite previously having said 
he would name 10 cabinet 
members.

Jailed politician Anwar Ib-
rahim, Mahathir’s nemesis-
turned-ally, issued a statement 
yesterday insisting his People’s 
Justice Party (PKR) still sup-
ported the new premier after 
a senior figure from his party 
said the cabinet appointments 
were made without their con-
sultation.

Anwar, in jail on sodomy 
charges his supporters say are 
trumped up, is expected to be 
freed tomorrow.

Dhaka, May 14 (IANS): At least 
nine women were killed in a 
stampede during a gathering to 
collect iftar handout in Bang-
ladesh’s Chattagram district on 
Monday.

Nearly 20,000 people gath-
ered at the Kaderia Moinul Ulum 
Dakhil Madrassa to receive the 
iftar materials. The stampede 
took place as too many people 
pushed against each other to get 
the first delivery of the food items, 
Xinhua news agency reported cit-
ing police officials. 

At least 40 people, mostly 

women and children, were in-
jured in the incident. 

“Usually handouts are only 
given to residents of this village. 
But this year people from nearby 
villages also came, inflating the 
crowd. Police as well as over 100 
of our own security staff were 
present. A medical team was also 
on standby but we have still had a 
disaster,” said Meherul Karim, the 
head of KSRM steel factory, which 
organised the iftar handout.

The district administration 
has launched a probe into the 
incident.

Rabat, May 14 (IANS): Moroccan 
authorities have arrested four sus-
pected Islamic State (IS) militants 
who had been plotting attacks in the 
kingdom, the Interior Ministry said 
on Monday.

The suspects, aged between 
20 and 26, had been active in the 
northwestern cities of Casablanca 
and Kenitra and the northeastern 
cities of Fez and Driouch. One of 
them is a former prisoner charged 
with terrorism, the ministry said in 
a statement.

Preliminary investigation re-
vealed that the suspects were sup-

porting and disseminating IS propa-
ganda. Some of the suspects made 
contact with IS fighters to learn how 
to make bombs, it said.

Electronic devices, military 
uniforms and books advocating 
extremist ideas have been seized 
during the arrest operations.

Of the five arrested, three were 
active in Morocco’s Fnideq city while 
two others were operating in Spain’s 
Bilbao. Since 2015, Moroccan se-
curity services have busted over 50 
terrorist cells, more than 40 of which 
were linked to the IS, according to 
Interior Ministry statistics.

Surabaya, May 14 (PTI/
AFP): Four militants on 
motorcycles blew them-
selves up at a police head-
quarters in Indonesia’s sec-
ond city Surabaya today, 
police said, wounding at 
least 10 people including 
officers a day after a deadly 
wave of suicide bombings 
hit churches.

A young girl who was 
with the group survived the 
attack, police said as they 

revised their initial report 
that two suicide bombers 
had participated.

“There were four per-
petrators riding two motor-
cycles who have been con-
firmed dead, their identity 
is still being verified,” said 
East Java police spokesman 
Frans Barung Mangera.

“A child who was with 
them, an eight-year-old 
girl... has been taken to the 
hospital.”

Colombo, May 14 (PTI): Over 8,000 peo-
ple in Sri Lanka have been affected by 
torrential rains and flash floods that have 
wreaked havoc in the island nation, of-
ficials said. 

Several people were evacuated from 
their homes due to the heavy downpour 
yesterday but as the rains ceased this 
morning, the situation was normalising, 
Disaster Management Centre’s spokes-
person Pradeep Kodippilli said. Around 
8,377 individuals in the Galle and Kalutara 
Districts have been affected with the flood 
situation due to torrential rains received 
yesterday, the centre said.

The flood situation is gradually im-
proving at the moment, he said, adding 
that no casualties or damages were re-
ported but those living in low areas have 
been asked to be vigilant.

Meanwhile, Meteorology Department 
said showers or thundershowers will oc-
cur over most provinces in the island. It 
said showers will occur in the Western and 
Southern provinces and in the Puttalam 
District, the report said. Sri Lanka, which 
has been heavily deforested for cash crops, 
often witnesses landslides during the 
monsoon season. Last year, heavy floods 
and landslides triggered by the worst 
rainfall killed at least 92 people and left 
110 missing. 

Seoul, May 14 (PTI/AP): South Korean 
President Moon Jae-in today welcomed 
North Korea’s announcement that it is 
set to dismantle its only nuclear test site, 
calling it a start to the country’s nuclear 
disarmament. 

North Korea said Saturday that it will 
dismantle its northeastern Punggye-ri 
test site between May 23 and 25 in the 
presence of local and international media. 
The dismantling would come before North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un and U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump meet for June 12 talks 
in Singapore expected to focus on Kim’s 
nuclear program.

Moon said Monday that the North’s 
move shows how sincere the country is 
about making the talks between Kim and 
Trump a success. “This would be a prelimi-
nary step toward complete denucleariza-
tion,” Moon said during a meeting with his 
aides, according to his office.

Trump, in a tweet Saturday, already 
thanked North Korea for its plan to dis-
mantle the nuclear test site, calling it “a 
very smart and gracious gesture!” After 
months of tensions over his nuclear and 
missile tests, Kim has been reaching out to 
Washington and Seoul since the beginning 
of the year. He sent a delegation to Febru-

ary’s Winter Olympics in South Korea, held 
a landmark summit with Moon in April 
and last week released three Americans 
detained in North Korea.

Kim is also willing to place his nuclear 
program up for negotiations in return for 
security assurances, according to Seoul. 
But some experts still doubt how commit-
ted Kim is to taking serious disarmament 
steps because his country was close to 
achieving its goal of possessing nuclear 
missiles targeting the mainland US after 
decades of struggle.

Moon’s office previously said Kim told 
Moon during their April 27 summit that he 
would allow not only outside journalists 
but also experts to watch the dismantling 
of the Punggy-ri test site. But the North’s 
announcement Saturday did not mention 
anything about inviting experts to Punggy-
ri, spawning speculation that the North 
may want to hide some information about 
its past nuclear tests.  Some experts have 
downplayed the closure of the Punggy-ri 
site, where all six of the North’s known un-
derground nuclear explosions happened, 
saying it is already too unstable for more 
testing. Kim has denied such views, saying 
the site has two additional underground 
tunnels that could be used for new tests.

Washington, May 14 (IANS): US 
President Donald Trump said 
on Sunday that Washington and 
Beijing are working to get Chi-
nese telecom equipment maker 
ZTE, which is suffering from a US 
exports ban, back into business.

The two sides “are working 
together to give massive Chinese 
phone company, ZTE, a way to get 
back into business, fast,” Trump 
said in a tweet. 

The president added that he 
has instructed the US Commerce 
Department “to get it done.”

ZTE, one of the world’s largest 
telecom equipment makers, was 
forced to suspend its main opera-
tions worldwide after the US Com-
merce Department prohibited 
American companies from export-
ing products to it in mid April.

Following the exports ban, ZTE 
said it was making active com-

munications with relevant parties 
to seek a solution to the issue and 
stressed that it attached significant 
importance to export control com-
pliance. The Chinese public and 
government are greatly concerned 
about the fate of the company, 
which hires some 70,000 people 
across the globe. The incident 
also triggered in China extensive 
discussions about the necessity 
and urgency to develop a reliable 

domestic chip industry.
During the latest China-US 

economic and trade consulta-
tions held in Beijing in early May, 
the Chinese side lodged “solemn 
representations” with the US over 
the ZTE case. The US delegates 
responded that they “attach im-
portance to” China’s stance and 
will report it President Trump, ac-
cording to a spokesperson with the 
Chinese Ministry of Commerce. 

Singapore, May 14 (PTI): North Korea’s latest and larg-
est underground nuclear test last year was powerful 
enough to move a mountain, say scientists who found 
that the bomb was 10 times stronger than the one 
dropped by the US on Hiroshima during World War II. 

Researchers, including those from Nanyang Tech-
nological University in Singapore and University of 
California, Berkeley in the US, showed how the explo-
sion altered the mountain above the detonation.

The nuclear test on September 3, 2017 took place 
under Mt Mantap at the Punggye-ri nuclear test site in 
the country’s north, rocking the area like a 5.2-magni-
tude earthquake, according to the study published in 
the journal Science.

Based on seismic recordings from global and 
regional networks, and before-and-after radar meas-
urements of the ground surface from Germany’s 
TerraSAR-X and Japan’s ALOS-2 radar imaging satellites, 
researchers showed that the underground nuclear blast 
pushed the surface of Mt Mantap outward by as much 
as 3.5 metres and left the mountain about 0.5 metres 
shorter.

By modelling the event on a computer, they were 
able to pinpoint the location of the explosion and its 
depth, 400-600 metres below the peak.

They also located more precisely another seismic 
event, or aftershock, that occurred 8.5 minutes after the 
nuclear explosion, putting it some 700 metres south of 
the bomb blast.

This is about halfway between the site of the nuclear 
detonation and an access tunnel entrance and may 
have been caused by the collapse of part of the tun-
nel or of a cavity remaining from a previous nuclear 
explosion.

“This is the first time the complete three-dimen-
sional surface displacements associated with an un-
derground nuclear test were imaged and presented to 
the public,” said Teng Wang of the Earth Observatory of 
Singapore at Nanyang Technological University.

Putting all of this together, the researchers estimate 
that the nuclear test, North Korea’s sixth and the fifth 
inside Mt. Mantap, had a yield between 120 and 300 
kilotons, about 10 times the strength of the bomb 
dropped by the US on Hiroshima during World War II.

That makes it either a small hydrogen, or fusion, 
bomb or a large atomic, or fission, bomb.

The explosion occurred more than a 450 metres 
below the summit of Mt Mantap, vaporising granite 
rock within a cavity about 50 metres across - the size 
of a football stadium - and damaging a volume of rock 
about 300 metres across.

The blast likely raised the mountain two metres and 
pushed it outward up to 3-4 metres, though within min-
utes, hours or days the rock above the cavity collapsed 
to form a depression.

Eight and a half minutes after the bomb blast, a 
nearby underground cavity collapsed, producing the 
4.5-magnitude aftershock with the characteristics of an 
implosion. Subsequently, a much larger volume of frac-
tured rock, perhaps 1-2 kilometres across, compacted, 
causing the mountain to subside to about 0.5 metres 
lower than before the blast.

While it is possible to discriminate explosions from 
natural earthquakes using seismic waveforms, the un-
certainty can be large, researchers said. 

Explosions often trigger nearby earthquake faults or 
other natural rock movements that make the seismic 
signals look earthquake-like, confusing the analysis.
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 Palestinian medics and protesters evacuate a wounded youth during a protest at the Gaza Strip’s border with Israel, east of 
Khan Younis, Gaza Strip, Monday, May 14, 2018. Thousands of Palestinians are protesting near Gaza’s border with Israel, as Israel 
prepared for the festive inauguration of a new U.S. Embassy in contested Jerusalem.  

US opens new embassy in Jerusalem amid 
52 deaths in Israel-Palestinian clashes

Malaysian ex-PM Najib Razak accused of 
blocking 1MDB probe as Mahathir starts work

9 die in Ramzan stampede in B’desh 4 IS suspects arrested in Morocco

Four suicide bombers 
dead in Indonesia police 
HQ attack — Authorities

Over 8,000 people affected 
by Lanka flash floods

S Korean leader praises North’s 
plan to dismantle nuke site

US, China working to get ZTE back into business — Trump

N Korea’s latest nuclear 
test 10 times stronger 
than Hiroshima bomb

The ZTE ban is also expected 
to cause sizable losses for the com-
panies’ key American suppliers in 
both revenues and jobs.
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Pete Wentz, Meagan Camper welcome baby girl
Musician Pete Wentz and longtime partner Meagan Camper have welcomed a 
daughter. “We are so happy to welcome Marvel Jane Wentz into the world,” the “Fall 
Out Boy” rocker, 38, and model, 29, told people.com exclusively in a statement.
“Her brothers are both very excited about their brand new kid sister,” the statement 
further read. Wentz shared the news on Instagram on Sunday night. “So excited to 
introduce Marvel Jane Wentz. Feeling so grateful that she’s here and she’s already 
ready to takeover the world . Happy Mother’s Day Meagan Camper and all the 
moms out there. We love you,” he posted. Baby Marvel is Wentz’s third child and first 
daughter as he’s already father to 9-year-old son Bronx Mowgli (with ex Ashlee Simp-
son), and he and Camper welcomed their son Saint Laszlo in August 2014. (IANS)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

11 am, 5 pm: 
Avengers (Eng) 2D

2 pm, 8 pm: The past (Hindi)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Indian actors can do unbelievable 
things yet be convincing — Anupam Kher

Jessica Alba’s company 
donates 1.5 million diapers

Beauty queen Ruopfüzhano Whiso visits school in Kohima

Birthday Greetings

H
e is one of the most 
renowned faces from 
Hindi film industry to 
make a mark in the 
West and actor An-

upam Kher feels the USP of Indian 
actors is that they have a talent to 
make larger-than-life characters look 
relatable. 

The 63-year-old Bollywood vet-
eran, who has been doing significant 
project across the globe for close to 
two decades, credits his success in 
world cinema to his training from the 
National School of Drama (NSD). 

“The training that one has done 
in the drama school... The discipline 
one has lived with, this helps you to 
understand the various phases of 
portraying the same character. 

“I feel Indian actors are brilliant. 
Ninety per cent of the times, we do 
things that are larger-than-life, unbe-

lievable but we still convince people. 
We make them rejoice, dance, sing. 
Indian cinema celebrates life and 
that is not easy,” Kher told PTI in an 
interview. 

The actor believes people from 
Hollywood and other international 
film industries have started looking at 
India as an important market. 

“Today, they (international circuit) 
give importance to Indian characters. 
As a country, India is important today 
as all the big studios are here,” he 
adds.

Kher has appeared in Hollywood 
projects such as “Bend It Like Beck-
ham”, “Bride and Prejudice”, “Silver 
Linings Playbook” and “The Big Sick”, 
among others. 

The actor, who has also worked 
in popular TV series “Sense 8”, was 
recently nominated for BAFTA TV 
awards for his role in “The Boy With 

The Topknot”. He has been signed 
on to play a pivotal role in upcoming 
medical drama “New Amsterdam” 
and BBC One’s “Mrs Wilson”. 

Kher says he feels fortunate to be a 
part of such international ventures. 

“When I work abroad, it is an 
achievement for me to work with 
(Gerard) Butler, Robert De Niro or 
any other international talent. They 
are trained and focused. They have 
worked hard to reach where they are 
today. 

“The struggle and competition in 
abroad is unreal, it is nothing here. 
For me to get work and recog-
nition there is a sense of self 
achievement,” he adds.

The critically-acclaimed 
actor, who ventured into 
directing with 2002 film 
“Om Jai Jagadish”, says he 
would again want to work 

behind the camera at some point in 
his career. 

“I would like to direct. But it will 
take one or two years of my life. If 
somebody gives me a script and if it 
appeals to me, I will do it. Currently, 
my hands are full.” 

Kher, however, is unsure about 
trying his hand at writing for films. 

“I don’t have time. Whenever I 
finish writing half a script, I feel I have 
moved on and I don’t have that much 
time. But I would love to sit down and 
write the script.” 

 The actor added that 
he is right now busy 

writing his second 
book, “Lessons Life 
Taught Me Un-
knowingly”, which 
will make it to the 
stands in October.

PTI

“G
ame of Thrones” 
actress Nathalie 
Emmanuel has been 
announced as a new 
brand ambassador 

of fitness brand Reebok thereby joining 
the likes of Gigi Hadid, Ariana Grande, 
Gal Gadot, Kangana Ranaut and Sha-
hid Kapoor.

“When I’m choosing the parts I 
play and the job I’m doing, I’ve really 
found my confidence and my voice 
and understanding the kind of woman 

I am and I want to be. I want the parts 
I play to reflect women we recognize-not 

just as an object to be desired, but also in their 
abilities, femininity and strength,” Emmanuel 

said in a statement from Reebok released here.
“I want to be a part of changing the stories that 

are told Whether that’s as an actor, or making my 
own films, giving people a platform to tell their 

stories and explore human beings...,” the state-
ment further reads.

The new collaboration between the brand 
and the actress is built upon a foundational 
purpose to promote, enable and energise 
female individuality and independence, 
spotlighting the multi-faceted personalities 
and strengths of women around the world.

“Nathalie is a hugely important addi-
tion to our powerful female coalition of 
inspirational journeys, passions, beliefs 
and inspirations.

“We have a combined focus with Nath-
alie, and all of our collaborators, to moti-
vate and mobilise women across the world 
to find their balance between physical, 
mental and social health to achieve their 
full potential,” said Todd Krinsky, General 
Manager of Reebok Performance.

IANS

T
he FBB Colors Femina Miss India 
Nagaland 2018 Ruopfüzhano 
Whiso visited St. Joseph’s School 
in Kohima with theme ‘beauty 
with a purpose’ under dignity of 

labour on Friday May 11.
An updated issued on May 14 men-

tioned that Ruopfὔzhano Whiso encouraged 
the students to commit themselves in their 
studies for a bright future. 

Whiso and her BASN team is said to 
have donated umbrellas to students from 
nursery to class four standard. 

Earlier the team is said to have also 
organised sales day in Kohima and contrib-
uted towards charity. 

Miss India Nagaland 2018 was accorded 
a warm welcome by school students and 
teachers. 

EMN

Hi  Akebu Arhe
Today is your greatest day. 

May you continue to shine and live many more 
years.

Happy birthday @ KKK. As assured KTP will be 
awaiting the big bash. 

Always one and only Akebu
From KTP (Kebulie Tsimo Party)  

Dearest Moti,
You are beyond amazing. On this day, the most 
beautiful mind was born. Many happy returns of 
the day, Happy birthday. My wish for you is that 
you continue to love life and never forget your 
smile. Your presence makes everything around you 
beautiful. God bless you.

From Binod

A
ctress Jessica Albas 
The Honest Company 
donated 1.5 million 
diapers on the occa-
sion of Mothers Day.

The company donated the 
diapers to Baby2Baby, a non-
profit organisation here that 
helps provide low-income chil-
dren up to 12 years of age with 
diapers, clothing and other basic 
necessities, reports people.com.

“At The Honest Company, 
we’re devoted to empowering 
people to live happy, healthy 
lives,” said co-founder Alba, 37.

“A mother should never have 
to choose between feeding her 

children and buying diapers. 
Baby2Baby helps new mothers 
so they don’t have to make that 
impossible decision, and we can’t 
think of a better charitable part-
ner for The Honest Company.

“The Honest Company and 
Baby2Baby share a joint mission 
to improve the lives of families 
everywhere,” said Kelly Sawyer 
Patricof and Norah Weinstein, co-
presidents of Baby2Baby.

“Together we will help a lot 
of families around the US,” she 
added.

Additionally, The Honest 
Company plans to provide Ba-
by2Baby with bundles filled with 

diapers and 
other hy-
giene items 
for more than 
600 families 
annually and will 
continue to visit the 
non-profit’s Los An-
geles headquarters on a 
monthly basis to help put 
together kits for families.

This year, Alba also 
celebrated her first 
Mother’s Day since 
welcoming her third 
child, four-month-old 
son Hayes.

IANS

‘Game of Thrones’ actress joins 
Reebok as brand ambassador
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Rajasthan Royals batsman Jos Buttler plays a shot in the MI-RR IPL match in Mumbai on Sunday.
PTI

Juventus’ Andrea Barzagli clears the ball as Roma’s Edin Dzeko looks on, during a Serie A soccer match 
between Roma and Juventus, at the Rome Olympic stadium

PTI

FC Barcelona’s Gerard Pique duels for the ball with Emmanuel 
Boateng during the Spanish La Liga soccer match between Levante 
and Barcelona at the Ciutat de Valencia stadium in Valencia, Spain.

AP/PTI

Antoine Griezmann
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Mumbai, May 14 (IANS): 
English batsman Jos But-
tler continued his red-
hot form with a 94 not 
out as Rajasthan Royals 
thumped Mumbai In-
dians by seven wickets 
here on Sunday to boost 
their chance of qualifying 
for the Indian Premier 
League (IPL) play-offs.

After Mumbai posted 
168/6, thanks to open-
ing batsmen Suryaku-
mar Yadav (60) and Evin 
Lewis, Buttler registered 
his fifth consecutive fifty, 
which contained five sixes 
and nine fours, to guide 
his team to seven-wicket 
victory with two overs to 
spare.

The loss left three-
time champions Mumbai 
stranded at 10 points from 
12 games, while Rajasthan 

took their tally to 12 after 
12 games.

The Jaipur-based out-
fit needs to win its remain-
ing two games to qualify 
for the play-offs, while 
Mumbai’s fate is not in 
their hands and will have 
to depend on the per-
formances of other teams.

T h e  re s u l t  a t  t h e 
Wankhede Stadium was 
decisive since the winner 
not only bagged two valu-
able points, but also derail 
the loser’s challenge for 
the race to the knockouts.

Asked to bat first, 
Mumbai were off to a 
steady start with Evin 
Lewis and Suryakumar 
coming up with an open-
ing partnership of 87 runs 
off 64 balls.

Lewis, who narrowly 
survived being caught by 

Stuart Binny in the third 
over, made good use of the 
reprieve to blast his way 
to 60 runs off 42 deliver-
ies. His quick-fire knock 
included four boundaries 
and as many sixes.

Suryakumar, who also 
got an early let-off, be-
ing dropped by Krishna 
Gowtham off Dhawal 
Kulkarni early in the sec-
ond over, went on to post 
a steady 38 off 31 deliver-
ies.

Although the open-
ing duo gave the hosts 
a strong platform for a 
big total, the rest of the 
Mumbai batsmen failed 
to capitalise.

Rajasthan bowlers did 
well to bag five wickets 
over the next six overs 
to make a strong come-
back. Jofra Archer was 

Buttler guides Rajasthan to seven-
wicket victory over Mumbai

Griezmann set for Atletico 
goodbye in Europa League final

Heena wins gold, Nivetha settles for 
bronze in Hannover shooting meet

Kane challenges Salah to prove 
he’s no one-season wonder

Levante end Barcelona’s hopes of 
‘perfect’ unbeaten La Liga season

Federer 
replaces 
Nadal as 
number one

Madrid, May 14 (AFP): 
Antoine Griezmann’s first 
major trophy with Atletico 
Madrid may well prove 
to be his last if they can 
overcome Marseille in the 
Europa League final on 
Wednesday.

Griezmann’s future has 
dominated the build-up 
to this week’s showpiece 
match in Lyon, with the 
striker widely expected 
to join Barcelona in the 
summer.

A string of Atletico play-
ers were quizzed at a club 
‘Media Day’ last week and 
even if coach Diego Sime-
one insisted his focus was 
like that of a racehorse - 
“head forward, I don’t see 
or hear anything but the 
final” - it is impossible to 
ignore the noise surround-
ing the Frenchman.

Luis Suarez had stirred 
the pot by speaking about 
Griezmann as though a 

deal with Barca was already 
completed, which prompt-
ed an angry response from 
Atletico chief executive 
Miguel Angel Gil Marin.

“We’re fed up with Bar-
celona’s attitude,” he said 
in a statement.

“How a president, 
player and board member 
speak the way they have 
done about the future of a 
player with an existing con-
tract and just a few days be-
fore disputing a European 
final, is an absolute lack of 
respect towards Atletico.”

Griezmann has cer-
tainly not dampened the 
speculation, saying only 
that he wants his future 
resolved before the start of 
the World Cup, while last 
week even Atletico’s presi-
dent Enrique Cerezo was 
hardly reassuring when he 
said: “Antoine Griezmann 
is an Atletico Madrid play-
er, as of today.”

It all suggests the fi-
nal could be amount to a 
Griezmann farewell, after a 
bumpy four years at Atleti-
co, undoubtedly successful 
as a whole but not without 
a few stumbles along the 
way.

This term, he has 30 
goals in 52 appearances 
and, since he joined, his 
La Liga record stands at 79 
in 142.

“I think Griezmann is 
big enough to know what 
he’s doing,” his strike part-
ner Diego Costa said.

“For a player, when 
Barca want you, it makes 
you feel important, but he 
knows that he is important 
for us and that we want 
him here.”

A departure seemed 
likely last summer when 
Griezmann rated his 
chances of joining Man-
chester United at “six out 
of 10” but if his teasing was 

the most impressive of 
the bunch, giving away a 
mere 16 runs in his four 
overs while claiming the 
crucial wickets of Surya-
kumar and Rohit Sharma.

Fe l l ow  p a c e r  Be n 
Stokes bowled well in the 
late stages to return fig-
ures of 2/26. Indian pac-
ers Jaydev Unadkat and 
Dhawal Kulkarni also got 
a wicket each as Mumbai 
seemed in real danger of 
failing to cross the 150-
run mark.

However, Hardik Pan-
dya helped the hosts to 
a competitive total with 
a late charge, scoring 36 
runs off 21 balls before 
holing out to Stokes in the 
penultimate ball of the 
innings.

During the chase, Ra-
jasthan had a poor start, 
losing D’Arcy Short (4) to 
paceman Jasprit Bumrah 
in the first over.

However, Buttler and 
Ajinkya Rahane (37 off 
36) stitched together a 95-
run stand for the second 
wicket to keep the visitors 
in the hunt.

It was a perfect part-
nership as Rahane played 
a run-a-ball knock, But-
tler dealt in with fours 
and sixes to get the things 
going.

The stand was bro-
ken after Rahane failed 
to clear Suryakumar at 
mid-off boundary off a 
ball from Hardik Pandya 
in the first delivery of the 
14th over, with Rajasthan’s 
score at 104.

Later, Buttler contin-
ued his good work and 
found good suppor t 
from Sanju Samson, who 
played a quickfire knock 
of 26 off 14 balls. Samson 
hit Hardik for two sixes in 
the 18th over as Rajasthan 
romped to victory.

then deemed slightly dis-
respectful, his decision to 
stay was applauded.

Atletico had been hit 
with a transfer ban and 
Griezmann said it would 
feel “dirty” to leave, with 
the club incapable of 
bringing in his successor.

But a new contract 
looked more like a stop-
gap given it included a 100 
million euro release clause, 
which will activate from 
July 1. For a 27-year-old 
in the prime of his career, 
before a World Cup, it is not 
a figure to deter his suitors.

All the more reason 
then for Griezmann to 
deliver against Marseille, 
and for the club that took 
the gamble to sign him 
from Real Sociedad in 2014 
when other elite teams 
looked but decided to hold 
off.

Marseille, meanwhile, 
are the club Griezmann 
was pictured managing 
while playing the game 
‘Football Manager’ last 
year, when he jokingly 
apologised to Valere Ger-
main and Kostas Mitroglou 
for not picking them in his 
side.

The furore surround-
ing Griezmann also serves 
to highlight the brilliant 
job Simeone has done, 
against the odds, and with 
rivals always circling his 
star players.

But Griezmann too has 
been key to Atletico’s run 
to the final and his talent 
would be difficult to re-
place.

“Right now he is think-
ing about winning a title,” 
Costa said. “If Griezmann 
can make history here 
with us, win that title, then 
afterwards there will be 
time for him to decide 
what to do.”

Hannover (Germany), 
May 14 (IANS): Ace Indi-
an shooter Heena Sidhu 
secured the gold medal 
in the 10 metre air pistol 
category of the interna-
tional shooting competi-
tion of Hannover, mark-
ing a strong build-up to 
next weeks ISSF World 
Cup in Munich.

The 28-year-old was 
in rollicking form in the 
final where she was tied 
with France’s Mathilde 
Lamolle at 239.8 points. 
However, Sidhu won the 
tie shot to clinch the yel-
low metal on Sunday.

Heena’s compatriot 
Shri Nivetha settled for a 
bronze medal on 219.2 
points.

After beginning with 

a series of scores in the 
9s, Heena switched gears 
and notched up 10 and 
above consistently to 
break away from the field. 
Her second series pro-
duced consistent 10s and 
she even hit a perfect 10.9 
in the elimination round 
to put herself in conten-
tion for gold.

After initially fighting 
for the 3rd-4th position, 
Heena scored a 10.9 on 
her 13th shot in the final 
to take the lead and then 
held her nerve till the end.

Heena qualified for 
the final in the fourth 
place scoring 572 while 
Shri Nivetha topped the 
qualification with a total 
of 582.

After bagging gold, 

Heena said in a release, “I 
am feeling good with how 
my training is shaping up. 
Of course, it’s not perfect 
but we are moving in the 
right direction so it’s just a 
matter of time.  “I am re-
ally looking forward to the 
competition in Munich,” 
she added.

The Munich World 
Cup (May 22 to 29, 2018) 
will be Heena’s second 
major competition after 
her twin medal success 
at the Commonwealth 
Games in Gold Coast and 
the World Cup in South 
Korea.  Heena had won 
a gold in the 25 metre 
sports category in Gold 
Coast and a silver in her 
pet event, the 10 metre 
air pistol.

London, May 14 (AFP):  
Harry Kane has challenged 
Mohamed Salah to beat him 
to the Golden Boot for the 
Premier League’s top scorer 
again next season. The Egyp-
tian’s record 32 goals for a 38-
game campaign denied Kane 
a third consecutive Golden 
Boot despite the English in-
ternational’s best ever cam-
paign as his double in a thrill-
ing 5-4 defeat of Leicester on 
Sunday took Kane onto 30 
league goals.

“Mo has done great this 
year, he deserves it, he de-
serves the Golden Boot. I am 
looking forward to the com-
petition again next year,” said 
Kane, who was pilloried on 
social media for claiming a 
goal off team-mate Christian 
Eriksen at Stoke last month 

in his quest to catch Salah.
“For me it is about doing 

it year after year. This is my 
fourth year now and the first 
time I have got to 30 goals in 
the Premier League. Now it’s 
about getting to 30 goals for 
the next two or three years, 
that’s the aim.

“Any player wants to do 
it on a consistent basis and 
that’s what defines a good 
player from a great player. 
He has done amazing this 
year and he looks like a great 
player, and we’ll see if we can 
both continue it next sea-
son.” Kane’s goals were good 
enough, though, for Spurs 
to edge past Champions 
League finalists Liverpool 
to finish third behind Man-
chester City and Manchester 
United.

Madrid, May 14 (IANS): 
Levante striker Emmanuel 
Boetang scored a hat-trick as 
they ended FC Barcelona’s 
dreams of going an entire La 
Liga football season without 
losing a single match with 
an incredible 5-4 win in the 
penultimate round of the 
Spanish first division.

Boetang on Sunday be-
came the first player to score a 
hat-trick in the league against 
Barcelona since Diego Forlan 
did so in 2005, although after 
some dreadful defending, the 
Catalans fought back to al-
most snatch a dramatic draw, 
reports Xinhua news agency.

Barceloma had travelled 
to Valencia without Lionel 
Messi, Samuel Umtiti and the 
suspended Sergi Roberto. And 
the players fielded by coach 
Ernesto Valverde looked to be 
thinking about their holidays 
or the forthcoming World 
Cup as Levante produced a 
huge surprise, or what would 
have been a huge surprise had 
they not won seven of their 
last nine games prior to the 
weekend.

Two goals from Boetang 
inside 30 minutes put Le-
vante 2-0 up before Phillipe 
Coutinho pulled one back for 
Barcelona before the break 
at the Ciudad de Valencia 
Stadium. However, hopes of 
a Barcelona fightback looked 
to be dashed when Enis Bar-
dhi made it 3-1 for Levante 
just 33 seconds into the sec-

Members of the Dimasa Students’ Union share in a group photograph during its 1st annual sports 
event. The event was organised with the theme “Winners never quit and quitters never win” from 
May 11 to the 13th at the Dhansiripar local ground. Sporting events such as athletics, marathon, 
volleyball, and football were part of the senior and junior category competitions of the event.

The hosts

Paris, May 14 (PTI/AFP): 
Rafael Nadal’s surprise 
quarter-final exit at the 
Madrid Masters has seen 
the Spaniard replaced 
as world number one 
by Roger Federer in the 
latest ATP rankings pub-
lished on Monday.

Federer returns to the 
top spot despite not hav-
ing played since March.

Former world No. 1 
Novak Djokovic slipped 
six places to 18th after his 
second round defeat in 
Madrid, his lowest rank-
ing since October 2006.

Madrid winner Alex-
ander Zverev remains 
in third, but the man he 
beat in Sunday’s final, 
Dominic Thiem, dropped 
a place to eighth despite 
knocking out Nadal on 
his way to facing Zverev.

Thiem saw off Kevin 
Anderson in the semi-
finals and it is the South 
African who inherits his 
seventh spot, the 31-year-
old’s highest ever rank-
ing.

The highest mover 
in the men’s charts is 
Madrid semi-finalist 
Denis Shapovalov with 
the Russian teenager 
jumping 14 rungs to a 
best ever 29th.

ond half before Boetang 
completed his hat-trick 
three minutes later and 
Bardhi added his second 
to make it 5-1 in the 55th 
minute.

The Levante fans 
were still celebrating 
when two rapid fire goals 
from Brazilian attack-
ing midfielder Coutinho 
saw him complete his 
hat-trick and pull Bar-
celona back to 5-3 with 

just under half an hour 
remaining.

A penalty committed 
on Sergio Busquets then 
allowed Luis Suarez to 
score from the penalty 
spot to make it 5-4 with 
20 minutes still to play. 
But despite Barcelona’s 
efforts, Levante were 
able to dig deep and end 
their incredible run of 43 
games without tasting 
defeat.

Juventus earn record 7th straight Serie A title
Rome, May 14 (IANS): Ju-
ventus became the first 
team to win seven con-
secutive Serie A titles and 
a record-extending 34th 
time in all after a 0-0 draw 
against AS Roma here, even 
as second-placed Napoli 
defeated Sampdoria 2-0 in 
Naples in the penultimate 
round on Sunday.

Following the draw at 
the Stadio Olimpico, Ju-
ventus have 92 points from 
37 games. Napoli have 88 
points from 37 games as 
they took three points for 
their win over Sampdoria, 
thanks to second-half goals 
from Arkadiusz Milik and 
Raul Albiol at the San Paolo.

Even before the kick-
off in the capital, Juventus, 
though mathematically 
had not secured the title, 
but they were there practi-
cally, having a better goal 
difference of 15 against 
Napoli. Both had defeated 
each other with the mar-
gin of 1-0 in their away 
games.

Hence, if the Turin pow-
erhouse had failed to win 
their remaining fixtures 
and Napoli managed to 
win theirs, it would have 
boiled down to goal differ-
ence where Juventus were 
superior.

However, Roma and 
Juventus played a rather 
intense match, although 
neither squad managed to 
create solid goal-scoring 
opportunities in a fairly 

equal first half where the 
defence was where the ac-
tion developed, reports Efe.

Juventus' advantage 
became more evident af-
ter the 68th minute, when 
Roma found themselves 
a man short after two yel-
low cards were shown to 
Belgian midfielder Radja 
Nainggolan, the second on 
a hard foul against Argen-
tina forward Paulo Dybala.

In the final minutes, Ju-
ventus easily controlled the 
game's rhythm against a 
Roma that seemed to have 
lost their aggressiveness 
and, after two minutes of 
extra time, they were able 

to celebrate their seventh 
consecutive league title.

It  was their fourth 
league title under the guid-
ance of Massimiliano Al-
legri, who also becomes the 
first coach in Europe's four 
leagues to win four con-
secutive domestic doubles 
of league and Cup titles. 
Juventus had thrashed AC 
Milan on Wednesday in 
Rome to win the Copa Italia 
final.

Third-placed Roma, 
who had already secured 
a place in next season's 
UEFA Champions League, 
have 74 points.

The fourth and final 

Champions League spot 
will be decided in the next 
round when Lazio face In-
ter Milan. Lazio have 72 
points, while Inter have 69 
points.

Meanwhile, Atalanta 
held AC Milan to a 1-1 draw, 
threatening the latter's 
hopes of finishing Italian 
league play in a Europa 
League position.

With this draw, Milan 
have 61 points and remain 
in sixth place, which se-
cures them a berth in the 
next edition of the Europa 
League, while Atalanta are 
just one point behind Mi-
lan in seventh position.
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FIFA World Cup countdown: 30 days to go PSG confirm Thomas Tuchel as new coach

No LeBron worries despite Celtics playoff rout of Cavs 

Zverev wins maiden 
Madrid Open title

Bangalore trounce Punjab by 10 wickets

Heartbroken Italians prepare for World Cup without Azzurri

Italy failed to secure World Cup qualification for the first time in 60 years as the 2018 FIFA World Cup kicks off in Russia on June 14.

Cleveland Cavaliers forward LeBron James (23) drives against the defense of Boston 
Celtics forward Marcus Morris.

Turin, May 14 (PTI/AFP):  
For the first time since 
1958, football-mad Italy 
will follow a World Cup 
finals from the sidelines 
without their national 
team.

Four-time winners Italy 
have been in chaos since 
their shock elimination in 
the play-offs last November 
to Sweden.

But on a club level Italy 
have had a good season, 
with Roma reaching the 
semi-finals of the Cham-
pions League and Juventus 
the quarter-finals, with 
Lazio going as far as the 
Europa League last eight.

In Serie A, there was a 
gripping battle until the 

end for the title with Ju-
ventus securing a seventh 
Scudetto in succession on 
Sunday.

But as the season draws 
to a close, Italy will be 
braced for a sad run up to 
a World Cup from June 14 
to July 15 in which they will 
have no role.

Over the next four 
weeks, while the world of 
football will be buzzing 
with news of pre-tour-
nament friendlies, team 
selections and training 
camps, Italy will be just a 
sparring partner, playing 
pre-tournament warm-ups 
against France and Saudi 
Arabia.

"I'm going to regret it all 

my life," said heartbroken 
goalkeeping star Gianluigi 
Buffon.

"We've deprived chil-
dren of having a heart 
which beats for the World 
Cup."

On football pitches in 
Rome and throughout the 
peninsula, Italian children 
now say they want to sup-
port Argentina, "because 
(Juventus's Paulo) Dybala 
is so strong," or Belgium, 
"where Roma's (Radja) 
Nainggolan plays."

- 'Tough to watch' -
Goalkeeping legend 

Dino Zoff, however, be-
lieves enthusiasm for the 
World Cup will be undi-
minished among his com-

patriots.
"It doesn't feel like a 

World Cup but the fans will 
be there. Where there will 
be less will be in Russia. 
But Italians will watch it on 
television," said the 1982 
World Cup winner.

"People in Italy are very 
attached to football and 
they will still follow it. But it 
might be tough to watch a 
little-known side play while 
our team, which has carved 
its name into footballing 
history with four World 
Cup titles, stays at home."

For Roberto Gandolfi, 
vice-president of Italian 
sportswear group Errea, 
who will be present in Rus-
sia as the kit supplier of 

Iceland, Italy's absence will 
have above all a financial 
cost.

"We have Iceland and 
it's very positive but when 
you think of TV, that sort of 
thing obviously there will 
be harm. It probably won't 
be fully realised until after 
the tournament," Gandolfi 
told AFP.

More than six months 
after their elimination Italy 
still do not have a perma-
nent national coach, nor a 
federation president, and 
have slipped to an historic 
low of 20th in the world 
rankings.

"We have to wait for 
the young players. They 
are there. I think we have a 
group of 20-25 players who 
can succeed with a bit of 
experience," said Zoff.

B u t  u n d e r  w h i c h 
coach? Carlo Ancelotti has 
said "no", and the choice 
should finally be Roberto 
Mancini who left Zenit 
Saint-Petersburg on Sun-
day.

"Not seeing the Az-
zurri won't be nice for us, 
it won't be the same World 
Cup," said former Man-
chester City boss Mancini. 
"We need to believe the 
national side can return 
to among the best in the 
world."

For Mancini,  Italy 
"does not have the great 
champions that they al-
ways had, but they have 
good players because good 
players are always being 
born in Italy".

While awaiting this fu-
ture generation, the coun-
try will follow the World 
Cup as outsiders, where 
they will be best repre-
sented among the referees, 
with four including three 
in charge of video assistant 
replay (VAR) among the 13 
selected by Pierluigi Col-
lina, another Italian.

Par is, May 14 (AFP): 
Thomas Tuchel has been 
appointed as the new 
coach of Paris Saint-Ger-
main on a two-year deal, 
the French champions 
confirmed on Monday.

The 44-year-old Ger-
man has agreed to suc-
ceed Unai Emery, who will 
leave the Qatar-owned 
side after the final game 
of the French season this 
weekend.

"It is with much joy, 
pride and ambition that I 

am joining this big club," 
said Tuchel in a statement 
released by PSG.

"I can't wait to start 
working with all these 
great players who are all 
amongst the best in the 
world. "Paris Saint-Ger-
main has enormous po-
tential and it is by far the 
most exciting proposition 
in football."

According to French 
sports daily L'Equipe, 
Tuchel was recommended 
directly to Qatar's Emir 

Sheikh Tamim bin Ha-
mad Al-Thani by the Qatari 
consul in Germany.

At one point linked 
to Arsenal before Arsene 
Wenger announced he 
would be leaving the Pre-
mier League club, Tuchel 
will begin his new role in 
early July with the start of 
pre-season training.

It was an open secret 
that Tuchel had been lined 
up as the next coach of the 
ambitious club from the 
French capital.

Boston, May 14 (AFP):  
LeBron James says he's not 
worried after the Cleve-
land Cavaliers were routed 
108-83 Sunday by the Bos-
ton Celtics in the opening 
game of the NBA Eastern 
Conference final.

But the four-time NBA 
Most Valuable Player, try-
ing to reach his eighth con-
secutive NBA Finals, ad-
mits the Cavaliers need to 
make some changes before 
the best-of-seven playoff 
series resumes Tuesday in 
Boston.

"I have zero level of 
concern at this stage," 
James said. "You get better 
throughout the series. I've 
been down 0-1. I've been 
down 0-2. I've been down 
before. We have another 
opportunity to be better 
Tuesday.

"Game one has al-
ways been a feel-out game 
for me. I got a sense of 
how they are going to 
play me and I can make 
some changes going into 
game two. We'll see ways 
we can be better and get 
our offense into a better 
rhythm."

Jaylen Brown scored 
23 points and grabbed 

Madrid, May 14 (IANS): Alexander 
Zverev of Germany has claimed the 
2018 Madrid Open title for the first 
time after beating Austria's Dominic 
Thiem 6-4, 6-4 in the final.

Zverev, ranked No. 3 in the world, 
needed one hour and 18 minutes to 
win his third Masters 1000 trophy on 
Sunday, reports Efe.

The champion, who became the 
first German player to win in the 
Spanish capital, claimed his sec-
ond title this season after winning 
on home soil in Munich one week 
earlier.

The match was the first Mas-
ters 1000 final between Zverev and 
Thiem, the world No. 7.

Thiem failed to win the Madrid 
Open title for the second straight 
time after losing the 2017 final against 
Rafael Nadal of Spain, ranked No. 1 in 
the world.

Indore, May 14 (IANS): Royal 
Challengers Bangalore (RCB) 
kept their slim hopes of mak-
ing to the play-offs alive after 
hammering Kings XI Punjab 
by 10 wickets in an Indian 
Premier League (IPL) tie at 
the Holkar stadium here on 
Monday. After the thumping 
win, the Virat Kohli-led side 
have 10 points in their kitty 
and victories in their remain-
ing two games could possibly 
help them advance to the top 
four.

Bangalore completely 
dominated their opponents 
as after bundling Punjab on 
a paltry 88 runs, the openers 
guided their side home with-
out throwing a wicket.

Chasing a meagre 89-run 
target, Bangalore openers 
Kohli and Parthiv Patel re-
mained unbeaten on 48 and 

eight rebounds while Al 
Horford added 20 points 
for the Celtics, who seized 
a 36-18 lead after the first 
quarter and never looked 
back, inflicting the second-
worst game one playoff 
loss James has ever suf-
fered.

Marcus Morris had 18 
points and 11 rebounds for 
Boston and led a swarm-

ing defensive effort that 
shut down Cavs playmaker 
James, who averaged 34 
points, 9.4 rebounds and 
9.0 assists in prior playoff 
games.

"We just have to make 
it hard for him," Celtics 
coach Brad Stevens said. 
"Our guys played with 
good aggression."

James finished with 15 

points on 5-of-16 shooting 
with seven rebounds and 
nine assists. He blocked 
two shots but also made 
seven turnovers as the Cav-
aliers missed their first 14 
3-point attempts and came 
no closer than 14 points in 
the second half.

"They had a great game 
plan in game one," James 
said. "They did a great job 

of communicating the 
whole game. We have a lot 
of film to look at how they 
were making us uncom-
fortable. I was out of my 
rhythm the whole game."

- Containing LeBron -
Morris boasted he was 

the best defender to guard 
James and led the hus-
tling work that contained 
the 33-year-old Cleveland 
superstar, who has more 
career playoff appearanc-
es than the entire Celtics 
roster combined.

"It was a team effort," 
Morris said. "Everybody 
played their part in guard-
ing him. We did a great job 
of that."

The Celtics forced 
James to work harder de-
fensively as well.

"They showed two 
bodies (against James) all 
night," Cavaliers coach 
Tyronn Lue said. "When 
he thought he had driving 
lanes, they made him kick 
it out to other shooters.

"We didn't play well. 
We know we have to play 
better. They attacked us 
early on. We had some 
great shots we couldn't 
make and it snowballed 
from there."

40 runs, respectively, to register a 
comfortable win.

While Kohli's knock came off 28 
balls, containing six fours and couple 
of sixes, Parthiv faced 22 deliveries, 

smashing seven boundar-
ies. The pair cautiously put 
nine runs for Bangalore in 
the first over. They, how-
ever, switched gears from 
the next over, accumulating 
25 runs off the subsequent 
couple of overs, with the 
visitor's scorecard reading 
36/0. They soon took their 
side past the 50-run mark 
in 4.5 overs as each of the 
Punjab bowler struggled to 
get a breakthrough.

Later, riding on some 
lusty hits by the openers, 
Bangalore hunted down the 
target in just 8.1 overs with 
10 wickets in hand.

Earlier, Bangalore put 
up a spirited show on the 
field to bundle out Kings XI 
Punjab for a paltry 88 -- the 
second lowest total of this 
season.


