
A scene from one of the FNR public interactions in New Delhi.   
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Reconciliation: the only way to a shared Naga future

Did the NPF use an academy’s persuasion 
to seek support for LS candidate? 

11 dead, 41 hurt as suicide 
bombers hit Indonesian churches
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Aizawl 24° 19°

Agartala 30° 24°

Gangtok 24° 12°

Guwahati 31° 21°

Imphal 28° 17°

Itanagar 28° 19°

Shillong 21° 15°

Delhi 39° 28°

Kolkata 35° 25°

Chennai 37° 29°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 24° 15°
DIMAPUR 31° 20°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 4mm 82%
DIMAPUR Nil 92%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals

WEATHER
TEMPERATURE

To succeed in your 
mission, you must have 
single-minded devotion 

to your goal.

 ~ A. P. J. Abdul Kalam
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Liverpool's Salah wins EPL Player 
of the Season award  |  P12

 Will give in writing that 
BJP will win polls with absolute 

majority – Yeddyurappa |  P8

Dimapur, May 13 (EMN): The recent 
three-day long public interaction held 
at New Delhi as part of a series initiated 
by the Forum for Naga Reconciliation 
(FNR) exposed the dark underbelly 
of Naga nationalism, Nagaland state 
politics, tribalism and socio-political 
parochialism. 

Held from May 4 to 6th, including 
visits to Naga churches around Delhi, 
the dialogue with church and the Naga 
citizenry in the Indian capital brought 
out the best as well as the worst of the 
Naga world.

The one hopeful discussion cen-
tred on Naga reconciliation and the 
need to pursue it; yet this was chal-
lenged by the intricacy surrounding 
the present state of affairs – described 
as ‘dysfunctional’ by the FNR member, 
Niketu Iralu.

“The Naga struggle was the right 
thing to happen and as a people we 
should remain proud of our rights and 
aspiration. However the Naga struggle 
has also produced a dysfunctional soci-
ety. We are in the ICU,” he said. 

According to him, ‘the present ills 
we are faced with including abuse 
of money and power has become 
destructive to both underground and 
overground politics’. The FNR, he 
said, was ‘getting Nagas to re-examine 
themselves’. 

“Unless we do that our society has 
become impossible to function. FNR 
is doing a bold thing for our society to 
change,” Iralu said. Putting the FNR’s 
works into perspective, he said ‘recon-
ciliation is the only thing we have to do 
if we are to have a future’. 

One participant wanted to know 
if the FNR was playing the role of a 
facilitator or as a ‘rallying point for the 
Naga factions’. Others wanted to know 
if media reports were true about the 
FNR’s stance of ‘reconciliation’ first and 

Aishwarya Rai steps out in butterfly 
gown at Cannes Film Festival  |  P10

I'm glad I did not wear the new 
shoes today but will I ever be 

able to wear it?

Mirror Takes

~ Arien

‘solution’ later. 
In response, the convenor of FNR, 

Rev. Dr. Wati Aier referred to some of the 
agreements between the Naga political 
groups (NPGs) where the FNR was to play 
the role of a facilitator. He clarified that 
the idea or proposal of a Naga National 
Government did not come from the FNR 
but was suggested by the NPGs. 

On the ‘reconciliation or solution’ 
confusion, Aier clarified the FNR’s posi-
tion that both reconciliation and political 
solution were two sides of the same coin 
and the two were ‘parallel processes’. 

Giving a more in-depth understand-
ing of FNR’s work so far, Dr. Akum Long-
chari pointed out that Nagas are being 
challenged by the question of reconcilia-
tion. “Is the shared Naga future possible 
without forgiveness and reconciliation?” 
he posed while also reaffirming that 
FNR’s work does not end with cessation 
of violence.

“We came to Delhi in the spirit of 

learning and to engage with our people 
on how we can work together as a com-
munity, be competent in who we are and 
what we can do and move together into 
the future with confidence,” Dr Long-
chari said.

Another FNR member Nepuni Piku 
observed that many Naga youth have 
seen only the negative aspect of the Naga 
struggle and therefore the younger gener-
ation should learn from the experience of 
Naga elders. He suggested more forums 
where ‘intergenerational dialogue’ may 
take place. He also informed that the 
present work of the FNR was to ‘redirect 
its attention towards the people’. 

During one of the interactions, the 
FNR was specifically asked about the 
‘challenges’ faced in their journey so far. 

“The first challenge was building 
trust and confidence. In the beginning 
some of the armed groups did not even 
want to fly in the same plane or stay in 
the same hotel room floor. Such was 

the trust deficit when we began,” Aier 
recounted. Another challenge was the 
‘negative public expectation’ built over 
many years of ‘past failures in peace 
initiatives’. 

“The question of the past was also a 
big challenge. The hurts and acrimony 
of the past made it very difficult to move 
things forward,” according to Dr Long-
chari. From reconciliation to political 
solution, identity politics to justice there 
was even a question on the sensitive top-
ic of Naga identity and citizenship.  “What 
is FNR’s position on dual citizenship,” 
queried a student from Delhi University 
hailing from a Naga tribe in Manipur but 
settled in Nagaland. “Some people like 
us who are Nagas born in Manipur but 
settled in Nagaland are not considered 
real Nagas,” she said. 

In response, FNR member Dr. Visier 
Sanyü said he was ‘ashamed’ to be from 
Nagaland if it was true that people from 
Nagaland treated Nagas from other states 
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Dimapur, May 13 (EMN): It appears 
that the opposition Naga People’s 
Front (NPF) party in its attempt to 
garner support for the party’s can-
didate for the Lok Sabha by-polls is 
– either by accident or design – em-
ploying the platform or persuasion of 
the academic sector.

According to a letter circulating 
in social media networks, the NPF’s 
chief, Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu had 
on May 11 written to the leaders of 
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) unit of 
Nagaland , seeking the latter’s sup-
port for the NPF candidate, C Apok 

Jamir. 
Only, the letterhead on the docu-

ment was that of what is believed to 
be Ura Academy in Kohima. It also 
(rightly) indentifies Liezietsu as the 
president of the academy. But it is the 
political content of the letter bearing 
the Academy’s letterhead that raises 
eyebrows.

The letter is addressed to Akavi N 
Zhimomi, ‘the founder of AAP;’ and 
Sushil Kumar, ‘senior leader of AAP’.  
A portion of the letter read: “As we 
discussed in my residence on 10th 
May evening, I feel strongly that all 
secular forces should stand together 

this time to show our solidarity in 
support of secularism in the country. 

“Since your party has not set up 
any candidate, this letter is to request 
you to kindly consider the matter on 
the ground stated above and work 
together with me as one team. I will 
be expecting a favourable response 
from your end. ”

For clarification, a call was 
made on Sunday night to the phone 
number attributed to Liezietsu 
provided in the letterhead. It was 
switched off.  Also, the AAP members 
mentioned in the letter could not be 
contacted.  

Surabaya, May 13 (PTI/AP): Suicide 
bombers on motorcycles and includ-
ing a woman with children targeted 
today Mass congregations in three 
churches in Indonesia's second larg-
est city, killing at least 11 people and 
wounding dozens in one of the worst 
attacks on the Christian minority, 
police said.

The first attack struck the Santa 
Maria Roman Catholic Church in 
Surabaya, killing four people, includ-
ing one or more bombers, police 
spokesman Frans Barung Mangera 
told reporters at the scene. He said two 
police officers were among a total of 41 
wounded. The blast was followed by a 
second explosion minutes later at the 
Christian Church of Diponegoro and 
a third at the city's Pantekosta Church, 
Mangera said.

President Joko "Jokowi" Widodo 
arrived in Surabaya, the East Java pro-
vincial capital, in the aftermath of the 
attacks, Mangera said. The bombings 
were the worst since a series of attacks 
on churches on Christmas Eve in 2000 
killed 15 people and wounded nearly 
100. Religious minorities, especially 
Christians, have been repeatedly tar-
geted by militants.

A senior police official said the 
bombings were carried out by at least 
five suicide bombers, including a 
veiled woman who had two children 
with her. The official spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because he wasn't 
authorized to speak to the media. A 
witness described the woman with 

children, saying she was carrying two 
bags at the Diponegoro church.

"At first officers blocked them in 
front of the churchyard but the woman 
ignored and forced her way inside. 
Suddenly she hugged a civilian then 
(the bomb) exploded," said a civilian 
guard named Antonius.

Shattered glass and chunks of 
concrete littered the entrance of the 
Santa Maria Church, which was sealed 
off by heavily armed police. Rescue 
personnel treated victims on a nearby 
field while officers inspected wrecked 
motorcycles in the parking lot that 
were burned in the explosion.

A street merchant outside the 
church said she was blown away sever-
al meters (yards) by the powerful blast.

"I saw two men riding a motorbike 
forced their way into the churchyard. 
One was wearing black pants and one 
with a backpack," said Samsia, who 
uses a single name. "Soon after that 
the explosion happened." In Jakarta, 
the Indonesian Church Association 
strongly condemned the attacks and 
called on people to wait on authorities 
to investigate.

"We are angry with these attacks, 
but we leave it to the authorities to 
resolve them," said Gormar Gultom, 
an official with the association.

National police spokesman Setyo 
Wasisto announced that police fatally 
shot four suspected militants and ar-
rested two others early Sunday in 
West Java towns. It wasn't clear if the 
shootings were connected with the 

church attacks.
"They have trained in order to at-

tack police," Wasisto said, identifying 
the militants as members of Jemaah 
Anshorut Daulah, or JAD. The network 
of about two dozen extremist groups 
has been implicated in a number of 
attacks in Indonesia over the past year. 
It pledges allegiance to Islamic State 
group leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi.

The latest attacks in predominant-
ly Muslim Indonesia came days after 
police ended a riot and hostage-taking 
at a detention center near Jakarta that 
left six officers and three inmates dead. 
The Islamic State group has claimed 
responsibility.

Indonesia has carried out a sus-
tained crackdown on militants since 
bombings by al-Qaida-affiliated radi-
cals in Bali in 2002 killed 202 people. 
In recent years, the country has faced 
a new threat as the rise of the Islamic 
State group in the Middle East invigor-
ated local militant networks.

Christians, many of whom from 
the ethnic Chinese minority, make up 
about 9 per cent of Indonesia's 260 
million people.  A late update reported 
police officials as saying that one fam-
ily and their children were behind the 
bombings.  

The bombers – a mother and fa-
ther, two daughters aged nine and 12, 
and two sons aged 16 and 18 –  were 
linked to local extremist network 
Jamaah Ansharut Daulah (JAD) which 
supports IS, said national police chief 
Tito Karnavian. 

as ‘not real Nagas’. “Boundary divides us 
emotionally, culturally and nationally. 
It is stupid for us to be fighting over our 
Naga identity when it was the colonial 
powers who divided us,” he said.  

On the theme of justice, which drew 
quite a number of queries from the 
participants, Dr. Pangernungba Kechu, 
member of FNR, said that it was very dif-
ficult to start the process of contextualis-
ing justice. However he suggested that 
‘restorative justice’ is the way forward in 
the Naga context.

Dr. Longchari likewise called for a 
‘Naga jurisprudence on justice’ while 
admitting that there were no easy an-
swers to the question of justice. “Justice 
is at the centre of Naga reconciliation. 
We need to recover our indigenous 
wisdom and values. We need to develop 
Naga jurisprudence on justice.”

Another FNR member Rosemary 
Dzüvichü pointed out that the current 
processes were not really looking at 
‘gender-based justice’. “Is peace possible 
without justice for women? We still have 
a lot of work to be done,” she said. 

Dzüvichü encouraged the young 
people to ‘understand your history, 
come back to your homes, to your 
memories and to your history’. 

Dr. Kechu described the FNR as a 
‘voice in the wilderness trying to make 
sense in a very difficult situation’. He said 
the outcome of FNR’s work will also de-
pend on how the stakeholders respond.

While appreciating the FNR, one 
participant pointed to a ‘disconnect’ 
between the public and what the FNR 
was trying to do. She also suggested 
that the FNR should ‘simplify’ its mes-
sage and ‘give it a context’ for people to 
better grasp and understand.  Another 
suggestion was to change the format 
of interaction in a way that allows the 
public ‘to take responsibility and make 
it a truly people’s movement’. 
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A palm tree trunk fell on cars during dust storm in New Delhi, on Sunday.
PTI

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181

DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Hyderabad, May 13 (IANS):  
Nine people including three 
farmers died of lightning 
in Telangana and Andhra 
Pradesh on Sunday, officials 
said.

The three farmers died 
of lightning in Telangana’s 
Mancherial district early 
in the day while six deaths 
were reported from Srikaku-
lam district in north coastal 
Andhra.

The farmers were killed 
in their field in Arepalli vil-
lage. According to police, 
the farmers had gone to 
their fields to protect the 
paddy from rains. The de-
ceased have been identified 
as R. Rajaiah, K. Bapu and J. 
Ramesh.

The farmers were trying 
to place covers on the paddy 
kept in the field after cutting 
but did not succeed due to 
strong winds and rains. In 
the meantime, they were 
struck by lightning.

When they did not re-
turn home, their family 
members went to the field 
and found their bodies.

Meanwhile, six persons 
died of lightning in sepa-
rate incidents in Andhra 
Pradesh’s Srikakulam dis-
trict. Heavy rains accom-
panied by gusty winds have 
been lashing Srikakulam, 
Vizianagaram and Visa-
khapatnam districts since 
early Sunday.

Telangana and Andhra 
Pradesh have been experi-
encing thunderstorm and 
unseasonal rains for more 
than a week.

The Met office has fore-
cast thunderstorm accom-
panied with gusty winds at 
isolated places in various 

districts of Telangana and 
coastal Andhra on Sunday 
and Monday. Some parts 
of the two states are likely 
to record maximum tem-
perature between 42 and 44 
degrees Celsius.

Also, at least seven per-
sons, including four teenag-
ers, were killed in lightning 
strikes as a Northwester 
accompanied by heavy rain 
lashed parts of the Gangetic 
West Bengal on Sunday 
afternoon, a state disaster 
management official said.

While four youngsters 
lost their lives in a lightning 
strike in Howrah district’s 
Uluberia, two men were 
killed in Nadia and one in 
Murshidabad.

“Four teenagers in 10-
15 age group were killed by 
lightning near Uluberia’s 
Damodarpur while return-
ing home through an open 
field. One of their friends 
was injured,” an officer 
posted at the Howrah police 
control room said.

Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee expressed anguish 
over the recurring natural 
disasters and said her gov-
ernment would do every-
thing possible to support 
the affected people.

“Unfortunately, there 
has been a lot of natural 
calamities this year. It is 
happening not just in Ben-
gal but across the country. A 
few people died during the 
thunderstorm today (Sun-
day). We are monitoring the 
situation. Our government 
will do whatever is possible 
for the affected,” Banerjee 
told the reporters here.

Heavy rain and thun-
derstorm lashed parts of 

New Delhi, May 13 (IANS): 
A powerful storm on Sun-
day evening almost crippled 
two major Delhi Metro lines 
and affected a third, strand-
ing thousands and forcing 
the transporter to later run 
the trains on shorter routes.

The storm, with wind 
speeds of up to 70 km per 
hour accompanied by rains, 
forced the suspension of 
Metro services in at least 
three places on the sprawl-
ing network, a spokesman 
for Delhi Metro Rail Corp 
said. 

The disruptions took 

place because trees got 
toppled and hit and dam-
aged overhead wires on the 
winding Blue Line and the 
equally busy Violet Line, the 
spokesman told IANS. The 
Magenta Line was also hit. 

Commuters were faced 
with extended halts at vari-
ous stations and were asked 
to empty the trains midway 
across the entire Blue Line, 
which links Dwarka in west 
Delhi with Vaishali and No-
ida in Uttar Pradesh. 

On the Violet Line, trains 
ran on short loops from Sa-
rita Vihar to Escorts Mujesar 

and Nehru Place to Kash-
mere Gate from 5 pm to 
5:40 pm. 

The Blue Line services 
were suspended between 
Inderprashtha and Karol 
Bagh, forcing people to take 
other forms of transport. 

Delhi Metro said the 
overhead damage was re-
paired and trains began 
normal services by 6:30 pm.

But some people IANS 
spoke to complained of 
long waits at the Blue Line 
stations till 7:30 p.m. due to 
piled up passenger load.

Although only two lines 

New Delhi, May 13 (IANS): 
Ninety-two per cent of the 
total number of RTI requests 
filed with different depart-
ments of the Delhi govern-
ment were filed online after 
the system was introduced 
10 months ago, according to 
government data.

Of the total 20,276 Right 
to Information (RTI) re-
quests received by differ-
ent departments since the 
launch of the online option, 
18,582 were filed online 
while only 1,688 were filed 
by post and other means, 
according to the data ac-
cessed by IANS. 

The data is from July 10, 
2017, the day when the sys-
tem was launched by Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal, to 

May 4, 2018. 
Under the online sys-

tem, an RTI can be filed with 
around 190 departments 
and autonomous bodies un-
der the Delhi government, 
by paying a fee of Rs 10 and 
it can be done round the 
clock, making the process 
simpler.

The government re-
ceived Rs 118,520 as RTI fee 
in the same period, accord-
ing to the data. 

One of the officials re-
sponsible for the imple-
mentation of the online RTI 
system said the government 
had saved money on postal 
charges as most RTI replies 
were now sent online.

“We are working on an 
option for users to create 

accounts like in central gov-
ernment RTI system and are 
also planning to put up on-
line questions asked under 
RTI,” the officer said.

Mohit Goel, an RTI ac-
tivist for the past 12 years, 
said after the introduction 
of the online system, the 
entire process had become 
convenient and faster. 

“Earlier, we used to send 
the RTI request by post and it 
took four-five days to reach 
the office. And many times, 
the RTI was transferred to 
another department and it 
also took time. But now eve-
rything has become online,” 
Goel said. 

A senior government 
officer said the monitoring 
and management of RTI 

requests had become easier 
online. 

“We did not have a cen-
tralized figure of the pen-
dency of RTIs. But now we 
know the total number of 
pending RTIs and also the 
first and second appeals,” 
he said. 

The officer said earlier 
the RTI fee paid went to 
different departments. But 
now it goes to one account 
of the Delhi government 
and can be used for some-
thing useful as the amount 
gets consolidated. 

The Delhi government 
launched the online system 
with 173 public authorities 
and now public can file RTI 
requests with around 190 
departments online. 

Manali, May 13 (IANS):  Closed for 
over five months due to heavy snow-
fall, the Manali-Leh highway was 
reopened to motorists on Sunday on 
completion of the snow-clearing op-
erations, an official said.

“Traffic between Manali and Leh 
has resumed after snow-clearing op-
eration was over,” the Border Roads 
Organisation (BRO) official told IANS 
here.

He said the snow was more than 20 
feet high in some stretches close to the 
Baralacha Pass, posing a big challenge 
to those clearing the snow.

The work to repair the entire 475-
km stretch -- which links the Himachal 
Pradesh tourist city with Leh in Jammu 
and Kashmir -- was also completed.

The route is crucial to the move-
ment of the armed forces and their 
supplies and wares to forward areas 
in Ladakh.

The Manali-Leh highway winds 
its way through the Rohtang Pass 
(13,050 feet), Baralacha Pass (16,020 
feet), Lachlungla Pass (16,620 feet) and 
Tanglangla (17,480 feet).

The BRO maintains the strategic 
highways in the country.

The BRO’s ‘Project Deepak’ is 
responsible for clearing snow on the 
222-km Sarchu-Manali highway while 
‘Project Himank’ takes care of the 253-
km Leh-Sarchu highway.

A Himachal Road Transport Corp 
official told IANS here that it would 
take at least a week to restart the bus 
service between Delhi and Leh via 
Manali and Keylong once the highway 
was opened to traffic.

The Rohtang Pass -- the main tour-
ist attraction located 52 km from here 
-- has already been opened for tourists 
after snow clearance.

J a b a l p u r  ( M a d h y a 
Pradesh), May 13 (IANS): 
A total of 700 train e-tickets 
worth INR 10 lakh have 
been seized in the West 
Central Railway Division of 
Jabalpur and one person ar-
rested, a Railway Protection 
Force (RPF) source said on 
Sunday.

Acting on a tip-off, a 
team raided a cafe in Gora-
khpur and found Rakesh 

Kumar booking e-tickets, 
according to RPF sources. 
When Inspector Virendra 
Singh questioned him, he 
accepted to having been 
booking tickets illegally.

Rakesh Kumar had 
made more than 30 email 
ids and would book both 
normal and tatkal tickets 
and charge an extra Rs 200 
per ticket. A case has been 
registered.

Shimla, May 13 (IANS): 
Public Works Department 
employee Gulab Singh, who 
was shot and injured during 
a demolition drive in the 
tourist town of Kasauli in 
Himachal Pradesh, died on 
Sunday after battling for life 
for 12 days, police said.

On May 1, Gulab Singh 
suffered bullet injuries 
while Assistant Town Plan-
ner Shaila Bala Sharma, 51, 
was shot dead by Narayani 
Guest House owner Vijay 
Singh during a Supreme 
Court-ordered demolition 
drive in Solan district.

Gulab Singh was re-
ferred to the Post Graduate 
Institute of Medical Educa-
tion and Research in Chan-
digarh where he died.

E x p r e s s i n g  g r i e f , 
Himachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister Jai Ram Thakur 
said financial assistance of 
INR 500,000 would be given 
to Gulab Singh’s family.

He said the family will 
be provided full salary for 
his remaining service pe-
riod.

Gulab Singh laid down 
his life while performing 
duty with dedication in line 
with Supreme Court orders 
to demolish unauthorized 
construction by hoteliers, 
an official statement said.

The accused was ar-
rested from Mathura in Ut-
tar Pradesh two days after 
the crime. He is in police 
remand.

Vijay Singh fired at of-
ficials when they insisted 
on executing the apex court 
order to demolish illegal 
constructions at his guest 
house.

The apex court, which 
ordered the demolition of 
illegal constructions in 13 
hotels and resorts in Kasauli 
area, took suo motu cogni-
sance of the firing incident.

On May 9, the court 
asked the state government 
to provide it the names and 
designations of officers 
who were posted in Kasauli 
when unauthorized con-
structions were carried out.

A bench of  Justice 
Madan B. Lokur and Justice 
Deepak Gupta also sought 
a report from the state on 
specific steps taken to en-
sure that no illegal con-
struction was being carried 
out in other parts of the 
state.

During the hearing, 
the bench told the Advo-
cate General of Himachal 
Pradesh: “Unless you take 
action and remove four-five 
people from service, noth-
ing will fall in line.”

Bengaluru, May 13 (IANS): Karnataka Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah on Sunday said he will step aside for a Dalit Chief 
Minister if the Congress leadership wishes.

“It is fine if the party decides to have a Dalit Chief Min-
ister,” he said, according to News18.

The statement comes after exit polls following Assem-
bly elections on Saturday predicted a hung Assembly with 
the possibility of the Janata Dal-Secular emerging as the 
kingmaker.

Siddaramaiah also took to Twitter to dismiss exit polls as 
“entertainment” and told his party workers and supporters 
to relax and enjoy the weekend. “We are coming back,” he 
tweeted. Earlier, he told the media: “This will be my last 
election.” The Karnataka election results will be announced 
on Tuesday.

New Delhi, May 13 (IANS): An Indigo airline em-
ployee has been arrested for making a hoax call 
regarding a bomb on a Mumbai-bound flight at 
the Indira Gandhi International Airport here this 
month, police said on Sunday.

Kartik Madhav Bhat, 23, made the call and it 
was received at the Indigo Airlines office in the 
cargo complex of the airport at 8.15 a.m. on May 
2, said Deputy Commissioner of Police Sanjay 
Bhatia. 

Subsequently, a few Mumbai-bound flights 
were checked and the call was declared a hoax. 

A case was registered and police zeroed in on 
the owner of the mobile phone from which the 
call was made. Bhat was finally located in Pune. 

The accused is serving as customer service of-
ficer in Indigo airlines at the Pune airport.

Bhat told police that his job performance 
was not up to the mark and he had been given a 
verbal notice to improve his performance in three 
months or face action. 

“He was depressed and made the call out of 
frustration and to teach a lesson to the airlines. 
The phone’s SIM card has been seized from him,” 
the official said.

WEATHER IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 20.2 14.4 14.7 73 3.6

ZBT 22.4 11.6 18.6 84 4.6

MON 28.2 18.2 18.5 91 NIL

TUENSANG 18 16.2 14.3 90 6

MKG 24.4 14 12.3 56 1.4

PHEK 23 14 12.5 80 10

KIPHIRE 19 14.2 17.1 92 2

SECHÜ ZUBZA 24.5 17 16 62 NIL

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 24.6 15.4 17.9 79 6

JALUKIE 29 17 17 100 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 32.4 18.2 21 90 2

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

were majorly disrupted, 
the services were affected 
across the city and its neigh-
bourhood since the trains 
link up with other lines at 
select points.

Delhi Metro transports 
about 27 to 30 lakh passen-
gers a day.

Over 40 flights diverted 
from Delhi due to dust 
storm
More than 40 incoming 
flights were diverted from 
the Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport (IGIA) here on 
Sunday evening following 
a powerful dust storm and 
rains, officials said.

An IGIA official said the 
diversions took place be-
tween 4.15 p.m. and 6.30 
p.m. 

“More than 40 flights 
have been diverted and 
some outbound flights have 
been delayed as well due 
to the weather,” the official 
told IANS.

The official cited poor 
visibility and strong winds 
for the disruption in opera-
tions. 

A dust storm with wind 
speeds of up to 70 km per 
hour hit the capital and 
neighbouring areas, seri-
ously disrupting road traffic 
and Metro services.

Kolkata, Hoogly and North 
24 Parganas district for 
nearly 40 minutes to an 
hour, throwing traffic tem-
porarily out of gear.

The city recorded 23.8 
mm of rainfall while North 

24 Parganas district’s Bar-
rackpore recorded 68 mm 
rain, the highest in the state 
on Sunday, a Met official 
said. “The bad weather was 
not caused by any depres-
sion. It is due to Kalbai-

sakhi (Northwester). The 
weather condition is im-
proving now but there is a 
chance of showers during 
late evening,” the official 
added.

Nor’wester or North-

wester is rain and thunder-
storm occurring in India 
and Bangladesh. Kalbaisha-
khi occurs, with increasing 
frequency, from March till 
monsoon sets in over north-
east India. 

From scratch

Scrapped passenger planes lie at a yard of a scrap-dealer in Behror, Rajasthan on Saturday. The dealer bought the planes to convert them 
into restaurants.

PTI
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Dimapur, May 13 (EMN): 
An aspiring writer has 
taken flight with a book.  
Jim Wungramyao Kasom, 
an arts aspirant who got 
shoved into the science 
dream but never forgot the 
‘forbidden fruit English’ 
has released a book titled 
‘Homecoming and other 
stories.’ 

The book was released 
in a function at the Dwaar 
Centre on May 12 in Delhi. 
The book was published 
by Promilla & Co. Publish-

ers, a press release from 
the writer informed on 
Sunday.  “All odds were 
against me becoming a 
writer,” Kasom explained. 
“I graduated with Zoology 
honours.

 I envied friends who 
took English honours. I 
had the zeal in me. I want-
ed to study Arts but was 
forced to follow my cousin 
to science stream. After 
10+2, I went home for a 
break, when I came home, 
my cousin sister had taken 

admission for BSC.” 
Yet, he kept his dreams 

alive, Kasom explained. 
“English was like a forbid-
den fruit. 

So when I came to Del-
hi, with so much books 
and materials at disposals 
my dream was revived.”

The book is a collec-
tion of 19 short stories 
written over a span of 10 
years, he said. 

“There are few stories 
I have not included in the 
book, but I don’t consider 

myself a prolific writer. 
I don’t have the disci-

pline to confine myself on 
a table and write day in 
and day out.” 

According to the up-
dates, these stories are 
bound together with a 
“strong surge of identity 
and our attachment to the 
mountains, which we have 
lived for generations.” 

Kasom  said to believe 
that places have a way of 
shaping people ‘more than 
we really want to admit.’ 

Dimapur, May 13 (EMN): 
The Zapami village council 
and the village’s students’ 
union hosted a career 
guidance and counselling 
event for students on May 
12 at Zapami’s Heritage 
Hall in Phek. 

The deputy director of 
the Administrative Train-
ing Institute (ATI) of Ko-
hima Dr Hovithal Sothu 
was the resource person of 
the event. A press release 
from the organisers in-
formed about the seminar 
on Sunday.

Addressing the stu-
dents Dr. Sothu said that 
nothing in life can be 
achieved easily. 

He challenged them 
to work hard and achieve 
their goals. 

He urged the students 
to ‘dream big’ and develop 
the culture of hard work 
and perseverance. 

These, he said, are an 
important tool for a suc-
cessful life. 

Further, Sothu told 
them not to be disheart-
ened by the number of 
unemployment persons 
in the state. He reminded 
them that there were al-

ways avenues for jobs for 
those who work hard and 
prepare well in life. ‘Get-
ting book knowledge is 
easy; to become educated 
is hard; and to achieve 
one’s dream in life is hard-
est, as one will have to re-
ally work hard to get that,’ 
the students were told. 

The resource person 
has urged the students 
to take up the challenge 
of making it to the civil 
services examinations, 
stating that ‘power and 
development comes from 
the administration as they 
are the policy makers of 
the government.’  

The deputy director 
appreciated the village’s 
community for organising 
the event. 

Such a programme will 
go a long way in bringing 
benefits to the students’ 
community, he said while 
lauding the unity of vil-
lage. He encouraged them 
to continue to uphold the 
spirit of oneness as it was 
the ‘greatest community 
asset and strength.’

There was an interac-
tive session among mem-
bers of the Nagaland Civil 

Secretariat, the 2016 batch 
of the Nagaland Secre-
tariat Service, and the Za-
pami Village Development 
Board. The VDB team was 
led by Lhiwepe Khutso, 
during whose tenure the 
board received a ‘best VDB 
award’ in 2017 from the 
government of Nagaland, 
updates informed.

The members from 
the ATI were also given 
updates about the idea of 
constructing a ‘heritage 
museum’ at the village. 

They were told that 
such a facility was con-
ceptualised to form part 
of the Mahatma Gandhi 
National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Scheme 
to ‘preserve cultural herit-
age and promote tourism 
in the village.’ 

The VDB also  dis-
cussed matters about vil-
lage developmental pro-
grammes, among others.

Altogether 15 NCS and 
30 NSS probationers from 
the ATI led its deputy di-
rector and 154 students 
from class-VII and over 
from the village partici-
pated in the seminar, it 
was informed.

Dimapur, May 13 (EMN): The NSCN/
GPRN  has expressed ‘ grave concern’ that 
“some rogue elements having close ties 
with Indian security agencies” are ‘en-
gaged in rampant extortion’ in and around 
Dimapur and Kohima.’ They are claiming 
to have ‘endorsement’ from the group’s  
top  leaders, a note from the organisation’s 
“MIP”  stated on Sunday. 

The note stated: “It has become a grave 
concern that some rogue elements having 
close ties with Indian Security Agencies 
has been engaged in rampant extortion 
and unauthorised taxation in and around 
Dimapur and Kohima claiming to have 
endorsement from Lt.Gen.Niki Sumi and 
Col.(rtd).Isak Sumi, dy. Kilonser.” 

“In this connection the following 
impostors identified as Vikuto Sumi, No-
ghuka alias Noka alias Alex and Kughato 
Chishi all former NSCN/GPRN cadres be 
not entertained and may immediately 
be reported to Brig. Akaho Zhimo the In-
charge of Dimapur and Isak Sumi for 
Kohima or may be informed to the police 
forces of their nefarious activities for im-
mediate arrest and detention and appro-
priate action be taken in order to rein in 
their criminal activities.” 

The group also warned the ‘parents of 
these gang members’ to ‘take note of their 
wards’ criminal activities.’ Otherwise, ‘Pu-
nitive military action shall be enforced and 
NSCN/GPRN shall bear no responsibilities 
henceforth,’ the MIP added.

D i m a p u r, Ma y  1 3  ( E M N ) : 
Members of Euro International 
School and another organi-
sation, the Peducha Baptist 
Church, celebrated mothers 
and motherhood during sepa-
rate events with various fes-
tive themes and activities on  
Mother’s Day, Sunday. 

Euro International School 
celebrated Mother’s Day  at the 
NEZCC Stone Sculpture Park in 
Dimapur. According to a note 
from the institution on Sunday, 
the theme of the program was 
‘Hawaiian Ladies.’ 

All the mothers were dressed 
in Hawaiian costumes and were 
“really excited to celebrate the 
day which was specially dedi-
cated to them,” the note stated. 

During the program, the 
mothers participated actively 
in different activities organised 
for them.

 “The programme started 
with a Ramp Walk by all the 
mothers who were beautifully 
dressed as per the theme,” the 
institution explained. 

The event also witnessed 
various games and activities 

such as what the updates called 
the ‘caterpillar race,’ ‘Blind Fold 
throw,’ and ‘Treasure hunt’ 
among others.  It was was fol-
lowed by a Pot Luck lunch and 
the cake-cutting ceremony, the 
note informed.

The winners in all the ac-
tivities and games were given 
prizes at the conclusion of 
the programme, the updates 
added. 
PBC observes ‘Mothering Sun-
day’

A l s o,  Pe d u c h a  B a p t i s t 
Church (PBC) celebrated Moth-

er’s Day in honour of mothers 
and motherhood. 

The event was observed as a 
token in gratefulness to thank 
mothers for ‘everything they 
have done,’ updates informed 
on Sunday.

 ‘The PBC remembers that 
this year Mother’s Day is on the 
133th day of 2018. 

There are 232 days left in the 
year, and with greeting cards, 
gifts, refreshment and flowers 
to the mothers, it makes for the 
PBC the busiest day of the year,’ 
it stated. 

Dimapur, May 13 (EMN): A  
Christian centre, the Koinonia 
Prayer Centre, concluded its 
three-day monthly revival pro-
gram on May 13 at the Koino-
nia Baptist church in Kohima. 
The programme was based on 
the theme ‘honour your father 
and your mother,’ updates 
informed. 

Senior pastor of Koinonia 
Baptist Church and principal 

of Kohima Bible College Zotuo 
Kiewhuo was the main speaker 
of the programme. Updates 
on Sunday informed about 
the event. Speaking about the 
theme during the programme, 
Kiewhuo said that honouring 
parents was greatest in the 
sight of God. 

He urged the congregation 
not only to be hearers of the 
Word of God but doers of it, 

from which blessings come. 
The monthly event was 

stated to have been hosted by 
different individuals and fami-
lies during the second week. 
The three-day revival for May 
was hosted by Tsonga Rengma 
and family, it was informed. 
People from across the state 
came for spiritual feeding and 
celebration, the updates in-
formed.

Dimapur, May 13 (EMN): 
The Kohima battalion of the 
Assam Rifles has informed  
about their apprehending a 
cadre of the Naga National 
Council (non accord)’ iden-
tified to be one Hovito Kiho 
on May 11 at Billy Graham 
road in Kohima. A press re-
lease from the security force 

informed on Sunday. 
The person was stated 

to have been carrying out 
extortion activities in the 
area. The press release add-
ed that the apprehended  
person was a resident of 
Heboli village in Zunheboto. 

According to the up-
dates, the following items 

were found from the per-
son: blank extortion cash 
receipts, blank identity 
cards of the NNC (NA), and 
stamps, among others.

The person and the 
items were handed over 
to  North Police Station of 
Kohima for further investi-
gation, it informed. 

Dimapur, May 13 (EMN): A rally for ex-
servicemen will be conducted at the 
Zakhama military station during May 15 
to the 16th. Ex-servicemen from Kohima, 
Phek, Kiphire, Wokha, and Zunheboto are 
requested to attend.  

“During the rally, issues pertaining to 
welfare of ex-servicemen will be addressed 
in presence of officials from army, Rajya 
Sainik Board / Zila Sainik Board and civil 
administration,” an update from the mili-
tary establishment informed on Sunday. 

With the army commemorating the 
year 2018 as ‘Year of the Disabled Soldier,’ 
the special focus will be on sensitising 
disabled soldiers from this area about 
their entitlements and benefits besides 
addressing their grievances, the security 
force stated.

“All ex-servicemen are request to come 
with copy of PPO, bank passbook and 
other essential documents required for 
addressing their grievances. 

Ex-servicemen are also requested to in-
timate attendance to respective Zila Sainik 
Boards,” the updates added.

Dimapur, May 13 (EMN): The Tobu 
Area Students’ Union (Tasu) has called 
off a proposed agitation that would 
have been in the form of an indefinite 
closure of government offices in Tobu 
sub-division. The organisation issued 
a note informing about the decision.

The organisation expressed grati-
tude to the chief minister of Nagaland 
and to the director of Youth Resource 
& Sports for ‘the prompt response 
towards the ultimatum served by the 
union for delay in the construction of 
youth hall at Tobu headquarter.’

A note from the Tasu stated: 
‘Through the action initiated by direc-
tor, the construction of the youth hall 
has started after being left abandoned 
for a period of 8 years and the same 
has been assured to be completed by 
Dec. 2018.’ 

‘In this regard, the Tasu has decided 
to called off the indefinite closure of 
government offices under Tobu sub-
division,’ the organisation added in 
the note. 

New writer chases down dream with a book Culture of labour leads to successful 
life, Zapami students told 

Group disclaims extortion 
in Dimapur, Kohima 

Euro International and Peducha Baptist celebrate Mother’s Day 

Koinonia revival for May culminates 

AR apprehends NNC (NA) cadre 

Ex-servicemen rally at 
Zakhama military station

Tobu students call 
off proposed stir 

STATE

(From left) Jim W Kasom, author of the book, in conversation with a moderator Shelmi Sankhil at the release of ‘Homecoming and other 
stories.’ The book was released in a function at the Dwaar Centre on May 12 in Delhi.  

Dr. Hovithal Sothu and participants after the career counselling seminar on May 12 at Zapami village 
in Phek district.

Hovito Kiho seen here with the items that the Assam Rifles said to have found on him.  

Mothers from Peducha Baptist Church pose for a photograph during their celebration of Mother’s Day. (Right) Members of Euro International School in Hawaiian costumes 
pose during their celebration. 

A glimpse of the three-day revival programme at Koinonia Baptist church in Kohima.

“But we have always 
been proud of our moun-
tains. 

It was only in the late 
19th century that the 
Tangkhul Naga came to 
proper contact with the 
outside world in the form 
of foreign missionaries.

 Till then we were very 
much aloof and unper-
turbed by any outside 
agents.

 In about a span of 
a century the changes 
brought about are unprec-
edented and gigantic. But 
it’s still a very young nation 
borne of Christianity.”  

‘The Pastor who Made 
Guns is rather a narrative 
with lots of flashback on 
the fate of a man whose 
life was changed when he 
came across a Japanese 
rifle in the woods, when 
he was still a boy. The gun 
here is symbolic. 

It here represents the 
outside agents that came 
and disturbed the peace. 
That woke us up form our 
sleep.’ 

Concerning his next 
project, Kasom talked 
about ‘definitely a novel if 
I write something.’   

“It’s hard to find pub-
lisher for short stories. It’s 
not too difficult to pub-
lish individual stories in 
online magazines. I have 
8 of them published but 
then I lost interest. I’ll like 
to explore a lot more of 
our ancient world. It is a 
great time of change. The 
headhunting days and 
our migration to cities,” 
he stated. 
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New Delhi, May 13 (PTI): The 
Met Department will add 30 dop-
pler radars in the next two-three 
years across the country, of which 
several will be in the northeast, a 
senior IMD official said.

A doppler radar are a tool 
to provide precise informa-
tion about thunderstorms, dust 
storms, hailstorms, rainfall and 
wind patterns.

With a radius of 250 km, they 
help in issuing nowcasts 2-3 

hours prior to severe weather 
events.

By the next year, Jammu and 
Kashmir will get four doppler ra-
dars, Uttarakhand and Himachal 
Pradesh three each, Additional 
Director General (ADG) Deven-
dra Pradhan said.

“We plan to add 30 doppler 
radars in the next two-three 
years. The plan is also to have 
a total number 14 radars in the 
north east region, including the 

existing three that are already 
installed,” Pradhan said.

Right now, the IMD is work-
ing on selecting locations in hilly 
states to install these radars, 
Pradhan added.

The hilly states of Uttara-
khand, Himachal Pradesh and 
Jammu and Kashmir witness er-
ratic patterns like thunderstorms 
and heavy rains and snowfall, so 
do the north eastern states.

In 2013, a cloud burst that led 

to flash floods killed hundreds in 
Uttarakhand.

The first doppler radar was 
installed in Chennai in 2002. Its 
need became more compelling 
after the 2005 Mumbai floods. 

There are currently 27 dop-
pler radars in the country. The ra-
dar at Jaipur was non-operational 
during a freak thunderstorm that 
killed over 120 people in Uttar 
Pradesh and Rajasthan between 
May 2-3.

Guwahati, May 13 (IANS): 
Assam Leader of Oppo-
sition, Debabrata Saikia, 
has urged Chief Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal to 
summon a special ses-
sion of the House to pass a 
pending resolution relating 
to upholding of the provi-
sions of the Assam Accord 
of 1985, particularly Clause 
6 of the pact.

“The situation prevail-
ing in the state over the 
Citizenship (Amendment) 
Bill, 2016 made it impera-
tive for the House to pass 
without delay the pending 
private member’s resolu-
tion in question, which 
was moved by Congress 

member Abdul Khaleque,” 
said Saikia in a statement 
issued on Sunday.

He added that a united 
stand by all legislators ap-
peared all the more neces-
sary following the escap-
ist attitude displayed by 
Sonowal during his inter-
action with a delegation on 
Saturday.

Saikia pointed out that 
Sonowal had said he would 
quit if the citizenship 
amendment bill is pushed, 
but failed to assert that he 
would fight to protect the 
interests of Assam.

He said Sonowal need-
ed to take the initiative 
as he is the Leader of the 

House and dates for As-
sembly sessions and list 
of business among other 
things are fixed as per his 
advice to the Governor and 
Speaker.

Assam has been wit-
nessing protests against 
the bill which, if passed, 
would grant non-Muslim 
immigrants from Bangla-
desh, Afghanistan and Pa-
kistan Indian citizenship -- 
given they have completed 
six years in the country.

The protests got mo-
mentum recently after the 
Joint Parliamentary Com-
mittee on the bill visited 
the state and held a public 
hearing.

New Delhi, May 13 (PTI): Making 
the final policy push, the govern-
ment has decided to sanction a ma-
jor manpower and infrastructure 
boost to the ITBP in the form of nine 
new battalions, a strategic sector 
headquarter on the front, a dozen 
patrol camps and 47 new BoPs to be 
raised along the China border over 
the next few years.

As per an official note accessed 
by PTI, the Union Home Ministry 
last month held a meeting for the 
creation of a number of operational 
border security requirements for 

the force that is mandated to guard 
the 3,488-km long Sino-India fron-
tier.

As per the proposal, the Home 
Ministry has accorded an in-prin-
ciple approval to raise 9 new bat-
talions (comprising about 9,000 
personnel), a sector headquarter 
on the China border in a North 
East state, 47 new border outposts 
(BoPs),  12 ‘staging camps’ and aug-
menting the troops’ strength at 18 
BoPs in the Ladakh and Arunachal 
Pradesh region.

PTI had first reported in January 

that the government is planning to 
raise 15 new battalions in the coun-
try’s two important border guarding 
forces to fortify defence along the 
strategic frontiers with Pakistan, 
Bangladesh and China.

Nine of these battalions were 
meant for the Indo-Tibetan Border 
Police while the rest were for the 
Border Security Force, which had 
been sanctioned sometime back by 
the ministry.

With the sanction coming in for 
the ITBP by the next month, a sen-
ior official said, the force will start 

fresh recruitment to raise the new 
battalions and also to fill its existing 
vacancy of about 6,000 personnel in 
the lower ranks.

The budgetary allocation is the 
last thing to be cleared by the Home 
Ministry, he said.

The new sector headquarter, 
the official said, will be headed by 
a deputy inspector general (DIG)-
rank official and in all possibility 
will be based in Arunachal Pradesh 
to oversee the deployment of the 
force in the border state and ad-
joining Sikkim area. The dozen new 

‘staging camps’ or temporary huts 
are required to provide ITBP patrols 
rations, logistics and a place to stay 
during long-range patrols along the 
icy Himalayan frontier. They act as 
temporary BoPs for the troops out 
on operations.

The ITBP has been wanting to 
reduce the inter-BoP distance at 
the arduous border, that witnesses 
frequent blizzards and vagaries of 
sub-zero temperatures and these 
new facilities will give it the where-
withal to do so, security officials had 
earlier said.

The frequent instances of trans-
gressions and confrontations with 
the Chinese army at the Line of 
Actual Control (LAC) is being seen 
as the major reason for the ITBP to 
enhance its numbers, infrastructure 
and logistics at the front.

The new battalions would also 
help the border guarding force to 
better rotate troops from forward 
locations to units in the mainland. 

The ITBP is about 90,000 per-
sonnel strong force as of now and 
its border posts range from a height 
of 9,000 to over 14,000 feet.

Guwahati, May 13 (IANS): An Australian 
tourist fell to his death from a hotel in 
Assam capital Guwahati, police said on 
Sunday.

William Marinus fell from the third 
floor of the hotel around 11.20 p.m. on 
Saturday.

“Four Australians and an Indian, 
including William, were staying in our 
hotel. They checked in around 3 p.m. on 
Saturday after returning from Shillong,” 
said a hotel staff.

“They were having a room party when 
we got a call around 11.20 about an acci-
dent. Hotel staff called emergency service 
personnel, who said William had already 
died.” Police said that a case of unnatural 
death was registered and an investigation 
launched to find out the circumstances 
leading to his death.

Agartala, May 13 (PTI): BJP 
Minority Morcha president 
Abdul Rasheed Ansari has 
said that the saffron party’s 
network has increased among 
minorities in Tripura after the 
BJP-IPFT government came to 
power in the state.

Ansari, who was on a two-
day visit to the state, told re-
porters yesterday that he had 
reviewed the activities of the 
party and its Minority Morcha 
in the state since his visit on 
Friday.

“I have reviewed the ac-
tivities of the party and its 
Minority Morcha here. They 
have gained ground. Organi-
sational work here has been 

accelerated since the new 
government came to power,” 
he said.

Ansari claimed that with 
the BJP-IPFT combine coming 
to power two months ago by 
overthrowing the CPI(M)-led 
Left Front in Tripura, it had 
opened new possibilities of 
development for all sections 
of people, including the mi-
norities.

“A change has come in 
Tripura. It is like the change 
that came at the Centre in 
2014. Now developments will 
take place at a faster pace”, 
he said.

The Minority Morcha lead-
er alleged that the Left Front 

government during its 25-
year rule that ended this year, 
had only committed ‘rajnaitik 
dhokha’ (political bluff) with 
the people of the state.

Asked about allegations 
of the Congress and the Left 
against the BJP being “anti-
dalit and anti-minority”, An-
sari said the comments were 
made out of frustration.

Ansari claimed that his 
party will win the 2019 Lok 
Sabha election with a greater 
margin than before.

He claimed that people 
from the minority and dalit 
communities would extend 
more support to the BJP in the 
2019 Lok Sabha polls.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, May 13 (EMN): 
For promotion of tour-
ism in Karbi Anglong an 
amount of INR 7 crore 
would be spent by the Kar-
bi Anglong Autonomous 
Council (KAAC). This was 
announced by the  Chief 
executive member (CEM) 
of KAAC, Tuliram Rong-
hang while inaugurating 
a consultative workshop 
on, ‘community based 
eco-tourism development 
of Umswai region’ at Shik-
damakha in Umswai on 
May 12 Saturday.

The workshop was or-
ganised by Root Bridge 
Foundation, an NGO 
working for promotion of 
sustainable tourism with 
the support of KAAC.

Shikdamakha village 

comprising of 98 fami-
lies of Tiwa community 
under Umswai area in 
West Karbi Anglong which 
was established in 1953 
was declared the clean-
est village in Assam on 
September 25 2016. Now 
the village has got into 
the tourism map of Assam 
and government agencies 
and NGOs are trying to 
making the place into an 
eco-tourism spot. 

The village has also re-
ceived an award of ‘Model 
Village’ for maintaining 
the village clean and tidy. 
The award was given by 
the National Institute of 
Rural Development & 
Panchayati Raj (NIRDPR) 
Ministry of Rural Devel-
opment, government of 
India, North Eastern Re-

gional Centre (NERC).
CEM Ronghang appre-

ciated the villagers of Shik-
damakha for maintaining 
the village clean and free 
from open defecation. It is 
due to its cleanliness, the 
Clean Karbi Anglong Mis-
sion (CKAM) an initiative 
by KAAC was declared as 
the cleanest village. For 
promotion of tourism in 
the district INR 7 crore 
would be spent, he said. 

Roots Bridge Foun-
dation, Trustee, Gaytri 
Boruah said that the com-
munity based project is 
initiated by the foundation 
working for promotion of 
sustainable tourism prac-
tices with the support of 
KAAC. A detailed plan for 
the village development 
through tourism interven-

tion has been started in 
the village with participa-
tion of local youths and 
students of Tata Institute 
of Social Sciences, Tezpur 
and Guwahati Univer-
sities. “Umswai valley is 
ideal for rural tourism and 
we are trying to create bet-
ter models that benefit 
the local communities,” 
she said.

On the occasion CEM 
Ronghang also presented 
the Root Bridge Lifetime 
Achievement Award for 
2018 constituted by the 
Foundation to 90 year 
old lady Sunki Amsi. The 
award carries a cheque 
of INR 10,000, a citation 
note and memento.  Amsi 
was award with the award 
for her untiring effort and 
keeping the tradition of 

traditional weaving pro-
ducing various Tiwa tradi-
tional attairs, custom from 
her tender age.

Earlier, the CEM in-
augurated the interlock-
ing concrete pavement 
at Punduri Makha under 
one time special grant 
by state government in 
2017-18 with a total length 
of 900 metres. The work 
is initiated by Umpanai 
PWD road division and 
the Shikdamakha cafete-
ria is constructed by the 
Tourism department at 
Shikdamakha.

Ronghang went on to 
inaugurate fifteen PMAY-
G houses and dedicated 
foundation stone for con-
struction of a waiting shed 
and toilet at Shikdama-
kha.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, May 13 (EMN): The government 
of Manipur’s third session of ‘Go to Village’ 
mission will be conducted at various vil-
lages across the state on May 15. 

The ‘Go to Village’ mission is a brain-
child of Chief Minister N Biren Singh. It is 
specifically designed to reach out towards 
the citizens at their doorsteps, explains 
government programmes and its benefits 
to the people. It also ensures timely de-
livery of services to eligible beneficiaries, 
redresses their problems and queries in 
a citizen-friendly manner and provides 
solution on the spot without delay.

To assist the villagers, officials of dif-
ferent governmental departments are de-
puted at camps organised every Tuesday 
at selected villages of all the 60 assembly 
constituencies. The mission will be cover-
ing all the villages, semi-urban, and urban 
localities one after another.

Under the mission, the government 
provides an array of services that include 
Aadhaar service; animal vaccination and 
treatment; health check up; opening of 
bank account, PMJDY, and other banking 
services; issuance of birth, death, and mar-
riage certificates; electoral rolls enrolment 
and correction; distribution of school 
supplies; distribution of seedlings and 
samplings; financial assistance to poor 
and needy widows; pension under IG-
NDP, IGNOAP, MOAP, and IGNWP for old 
age; disabled; assistance to farmers under 
mission for Integrated Development of 
Horticulture Department; soil testing and 
issuance of soil Health Cards.

Facilities for on-the-spot verification 
and application submission for chief 
minister’s initiatives like “Chief Minister-
gi Hakselgi Tengbang,” “Chief Minister-gi 
Sotharabasingi Tengbang,” and enrol-
ment of drop out students under “Lairik 

Tamhansi - No Child Left Behind,” are also 
provided to villagers.

Moreover, applications for central gov-
ernment sponsored schemes like Housing 
under Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana, LPG 
connection under Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala 
Yojana, and receiving LED bulb free of cost 
or at subsidised rate.

Apart from it, applications related 
to land measurements; ration card un-
der NFSM; weaver / artisan card and 
yarn passbook under Textile Promotion 
Scheme; skill development training un-
der MOBC; TA and Hills; commerce and 
industries; social welfare; MAHUD; Rural 
Development and Panchayati Raj; skill 
development training for border villages 
under BADP; new connection for un-elec-
trified household under Saubhagya; as-
sistance under RKVY; MIDH; sub-mission 
on agricultural mechanisation; PMKSY 
for agricultural inputs like certified seeds, 
green house, poly house, sprayer, pump 
sets, and such; seedling / samplings for 
tree plantation; fish feeds; construction 
of toilets under Swachh Bharat Abhiyan; 
PMEGP Loan; and JSY, JSSK, and RBSK 
are also made available at different stalls 
of these camps.

The government officials also attend 
to community grievances, suggestions, 
and demands of infrastructural devel-
opment like water supply, roads, school 
building, health facility, micro irrigation, 
and such.

Delivery of beneficiary schemes is 
done on the spot for identified and se-
lected beneficiaries of the previous year. 
For the current year, benefits will be given 
after verification of forms, documents, and 
selection of beneficiaries.

The first session of the mission was 
lauched on May 1 at Laphupat Tera village 
in Imphal West district.

Mirror Crossword 1816sud0ku 1656
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1815

ACROSS
1. Unkempt people
6. Prostitute or madam
10. Mother
14. Lake on the Nevada-California 

border
15. Teller of untruths
16. Death notice
17. Protective covering
18. Latin for “Bear”
19. City in Nevada
20. Art of making woven containers
22. Noted US photographer Edward 

______ (1886-1958)
24. One who looks down on people
25. Refinement
26. Sewn with temporary long 

stitches
29. Tilt
30. Medley
31. Painstakingly
37. Beatle Ringo _____
39. French for “Word”
40. Pink-flowered
41. Alternative medicinal system
44. Armored infantry vehicle
45. Cups
46. Warns
48. Club-shaped
52. Baby bed
53. Slacken
54. Suggests a meaning
58. Declare
59. Greek god of love
61. Spiny yellow-flowered evergreen 

shrub
62. Eastern European people
63. Declaim vehemently
64. Russian edict
65. Collections
66. Perceives
67. Colorado ski resort 

DOWN
1. Pierce
2. A nymph in Roman mythology
3. Units of electrical resistance
4. “Novel shop”
5. Peaceful
6. Short promotional notice
7. Breezy
8. Past tense of “To be”
9. Sketch
10. Telegraph code
11. Assists
12. Son of Zeus and Europa 

(Greek mythology) 

13. Make amends
21. “Different Strokes” actor 

____ Bridges
23. Go in
25. Belief
26. Nonsense
27. Male singing range
28. Thailand
29. Coagulated masses
32. Likeness
33. Portable computers
34. Emperor
35. Period of penitence
36. Long-haired Tibetan oxen
38. Pertaining to Rome 

42. Moves about aimlessly
43. Wool
47. Pertaining to the tongue
48. Insensitive
49. Embankment
50. Heightened state of 

awareness
51. “Action words”
52. Expenses
54. Fruit of the pine family
55. Snare
56. Being
57. Observed
60. Actress Charlotte ___

solutions to suD0ku 1655

MeT department to add 30 doppler 
radars in country, several in NE 

Opposition leader seeks special 
session on Assam Accord

ITBP to get major boost through nine new battalions, sector headquarter in Arunachal

Australian tourist falls to 
death from Assam hotel

BJP’s network with minorities has 
increased in Tripura, says Ansari

KAAC grants INR 7 cr. for promotion of tourism in KA 

Manipur govt. to conduct 3rd session 
of ‘go to village’ mission on May 15
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PNB scam: RBI declines to share 
copies of inspection reports

BSE to seek US regulator nod for FBT status 

Air India records 20% growth in revenue Political-economic factors might lead to 
volatility in equity markets — Assocham

New Delhi, May 13 (PTI): 
The Reserve Bank of In-
dia (RBI) has declined 
to share inspection re-
ports for scam-hit Pun-
jab National Bank (PNB), 
citing RTI clauses that 
bar disclosure of details 
which may impede the 
investigation process or 
prosecution of offenders 
among other reasons.

Replying to an RTI 
query, the central bank 
also said it does not have 
“specific information” 
on what resulted in de-
tection of over Rs 13,000 
crore scam at PNB and 
directed the application 
to the state-run bank for 
providing those details.

The scam, considered 
to be the biggest ever 
fraud in India’s history, 
came to light earlier this 
year. PNB was allegedly 
defrauded by diamantaire 
Nirav Modi and his uncle 
Mehul Choksi, the pro-
moter of Gitanjali Gems. 

Among other agencies 
and regulators, the RBI 
is also undertaking a de-
tailed probe into the case 
for necessary action.

In response to queries 
under the Right to Infor-
mation (RTI) Act, the cen-
tral bank clarified that the 

RBI does not carry out au-
dit of banks. However, the 
RBI conducts inspection/
risk-based supervision of 
banks, it added.

Giving details for the 
past ten years, the RBI 
gave dates for the annual 
inspection carried out 
at the PNB head office 
between 2007 and 2017, 
except for 2011, for which 
the bank said the “dates 
(are) not available”. 

When asked about the 
copies of inspection re-
ports and details of objec-

tions raised by it, the RBI 
said the information was 
exempted under various 
clauses of the RTI Act.

“The inspection re-
ports of banks and other 
related documents con-
tain information which is 
exempt from disclosure 
under Section 8 (1) (a), 
(d), (j) and (h) of RTI Act, 
2005,” it said in reply to 
the RTI application filed 
by this correspondent.

The Section 8(1) (a) 
bars disclosure of in-
formation which would 

prejudicially affect the 
sovereignty and integ-
rity of India, the secu-
rity, strategic, scientific 
or economic interests of 
the state, relation with 
foreign state or lead to 
incitement of an offence.

The clause (d) bars in-
formation the disclosure 
of which would harm the 
competitive position of a 
third party, whereas the 
section 8 (1) (h) exempts 
disclosure of information 
which would impede the 
process of investigation or 

apprehension or prosecu-
tion of offenders . 

The clause (j) bars in-
formation which relates 
to personal information 
and the disclosure of 
which has no relation-
ship to any public activ-
ity or interest, or which 
would cause unwarrant-
ed invasion of the privacy 
of the individual.

The RBI said that the 
severance of exempt parts 
in all inspection reports 
would divert the resourc-
es of the public authority 
in an unreasonable way.

“In view of the same it 
is not feasible to disclose 
the information sought by 
the applicant,” the central 
bank said.

The RBI has trans-
ferred the application to 
the PNB on query seek-
ing details of inspection 
reports that led to detec-
tion of the massive fraud 
in the bank.

“The specific infor-
mation sought is not 
available with us. How-
ever, the RTI application 
is being transferred to 
PNB under Section 6 (3) 
of the RTI Act, 2005 for 
providing information, 
if any, directly to the ap-
plicant,” it said.

Kolkata, May 13 (PTI): 
Asia’s oldest bourse BSE 
is planning to seek US 
regulator’s nod for hold-
ing the status of Foreign 
Board of Trade (FBT) for 
its India International 
Exchange in GIFT city, a 
top BSE official has said.

“We are in the proc-
ess of applying to seek 
approval  from Com-
modities Futures Trad-
ing Commission (CFTC) 
as an FBT for our India 
International Exchange,” 
BSE MD & CEO Ashish 
Kumar Chauhan told PTI.

FBT is any board of 
trade, exchange or mar-
ket located outside the 
United States.  Some 
countries have obtained 
approval as FBT like in 
Singapore.

FBT allows US bro-
kers to trade directly from 
their systems in derivative 
products offered by India 
International Exchange, 
the average volume of 
which has reached USD 
400-500 million per day, 
Chauhan said.

The National Stock 
Exchange (NSE) was also 
mulling a similar venture 
for Gujarat International 
Finance Tec-City (GIFT).

In February, on mar-
ket regulator SEBI’s in-
structions, the stock ex-
changes had said they 
will immediately stop 
trading of their indices on 

foreign bourses as part of 
a joint effort to stem the 
migration of liquidity to 
overseas markets.

On the proposed in-
surance platform, Chau-
han said that BSE has 
formed a joint venture 
with US technology com-
pany Ebix to facilitate 
setting up an insurance 
distribution platform on 
the lines of BSE StAR MF 
platform.

“Ebix and BSE will 
hold 40 per cent each and 
the rest 20 per cent will 
be held by other Indian 
entities or those nomi-
nated by Ebix and BSE. 
The initial capital is Rs 25 
crore,” he said.

Seeking to expand its 
footprint as a financial 
supermarket, BSE has 
decided to foray into in-
surance distribution fol-
lowing the success of BSE 
StAR MF.

“We are in the process 
of filing with the insur-
ance regulator IRDA for 
approval. We expect to 
be ready to commence 
operations in 3-4 months 
after the regulatory ap-
provals,” Chauhan said.

“Ebix, a leading insur-
ance exchange in the US, 
has a proven technology 
and business model for 
insurance distribution. 
Transactions in insur-
ance are more complex 
than even mutual fund 

distribution,” he said.
The joint  venture 

company will leverage 
the network of MF agents 
close to two lakh across 
3,000 towns and cities.

Initially, BSE may not 
charge any fees for of-
fering the platform as an 
aggregator.

However,  after  10 
years of MF StAR plat-
form, BSE has begun to 
charge Rs 5 per transac-
tion from last month after 
the volumes soared.

“The platform does 
about 20 lakh transac-
tions per month. About 
20 per cent of the total 
investment in MF is rout-
ed through BSE. While, 
30-40 per cent of new 
money inflows are from 
us,” Chauhan said.

Meanwhile, BSE is also 
gearing up for launch-
ing commodities on the 
bourse from October 1 
following SEBI’s nod.

BSE said it is ready 
to keep the bourse open 
till late in the night from 
October 1 for the equity 
derivatives.

India International 
Exchange at GIFT city 
functions till late at night 
to support trade in tan-
dem with international 
markets.

“We have to handhold 
some 200 brokers for late 
night trading,” Chauhan 
said.

New Delhi, May 13 (PTI): 
Air India has recorded a 20 
per cent growth in revenue 
in March-April 2018 and 
has embarked on a route 
analysis exercise, focussing 
on increasing flying hours 
of each of its aircraft, to 
add more trips, the airline’s 
chairman-cum-managing 
director, Pradeep Singh 
Kharola, said. 

The airline is focussing 
on improving the opera-
tional efficiency both in the 
domestic and international 
sectors even as it is bu-
oyed over the load factor, 
on time performance and 
revenue growth, Kharola 
told PTI. 

“During March-April, 
the revenue has increased 
by about 20 per cent as 
compared to the same pe-
riod last year at roughly 
about INR 3,000 crore, 
though expenses continue 
to remain high,” he said, 
adding that the airline has 
benefitted from the over-
all growth in the aviation 
market. 

He pinned high hopes 
on international routes, 
generating 70 per cent of 
Air India’s total revenue, 
stating that the new desti-
nations such as Tel Aviv is 
giving good returns to the 
carrier. 

The increase of fre-
quency to the San Fran-
cisco route to nine days a 
week is expected to give the 
airline Rs 90 crore a month.

Mumbai, May 13 (PTI): 
Sports tourism is witness-
ing 10-12 per cent growth 
as Indians are showing 
more enthusiasm for vis-
iting a country to attend 
sports event, according to 
industry experts.

“Globally sports tour-
ism is a multi-billion dol-
lar industry. According to 
estimates, global sports 
tourism was worth USD 
7 billion in 2017. While it 
is a mature industry over-
seas, in India it is in infancy 
(stage),” Cox and Kings 
Head, relationships, Karan 
Anand told PTI here.

The first love for In-
dians is cricket and they 
travel to watch the game, 
whether in India or over-
seas, he added.

Indians travel to Aus-
tralia, New Zealand, Sri 
Lanka and England to 
watch cricket matches, 
however, over the last 10 
years there is a growing 
interest to watch the Olym-
pics, the Soccer World Cup 
and Grand Prix Formula 
One motor events.

The Olympics or Soccer 
World Cup are highlights 
for Indians and they love 
the atmosphere associated 
with the games, Anand 
said,adding that there are 
people who travel to spe-
cific sporting events dur-
ing the Olympics or a few 
of them only travel for the 
opening ceremony.

He said this segment 
is primarily dominated by 
men who come together to 
watch the sporting event.

Large companies are 
also organising incentive 
trips for their top perform-
ers and use this oppor-
tunity for team building 
activities.

Indians, who travel for 
such events, usually extend 
their stay for a couple of 

“We are focussing on 
improving on the opera-
tional efficiency. We are do-
ing our route analysis and 
all, finding out which are 
the more yielding routes 
and we are focussing on 
those routes. 

 According to the Di-
rectorate General of Civil 
Aviation, Air India had a 
market share of 13.4 per 
cent in March 2018. 

With a fleet of over 150 
aircraft, Air India currently 
boasts of over 2,500 inter-

national prime-time slots 
per week in 43 destinations 
and 3,800 domestic slots in 
54 destinations. 

Kharola, however, did 
not elaborate about the 
network analysis exercise 
or the new routes the 
airline is eyeing, espe-
cially in the international 
sector.

In February, the civil 
aviation ministry said Air 
India has been “consist-
ently improving” its overall 
performance and more 

than doubled its operating 
profit to INR  298.03 crore 
in 2016-17. 

During the same pe-
riod, the airline’s net loss 
widened to INR 5,765.16 
crore. In 2015-16, Air India 
had an operating profit of 
Rs 105 crore, while the net 
loss stood at INR 3,836.77 
crore. 

The ailing airline has 
been put on the block with 
the government proposing 
to divest 76 per cent of its 
stake in the airline.

New Delhi, May 13 (IANS): Industry 
body Assocham on Sunday advised 
investors to adopt a “wait and watch” 
attitude due to the impending state 
assembly elections which might lead 
to volatility in the country’s financial 
markets.

According to an Assocham note, 
the political-economic narrative of 
2018 and early part of 2019 will be 
centred around the impending polls 
in states like Madhya Pradesh and 
Rajasthan or the general Lok Sabha 
elections.

“While there would be higher 
level of volatility in the financial mar-
kets as we further get into the election 
mode, the trend towards resolution of 
NPAs through the IBC will continue 
along with the focus of the govern-
ment towards completion of the key 

infrastructure projects...,” Assocham’s 
Secretary General D.S. Rawat said. 

Further, the note said that inves-
tors should focus more on sectors as-
sociated with rural consumption and 
healthcare which are likely to receive 
“increased opportunities”.

As per the note, the roll out of Aay-
ushman Bharat -- the national health 
scheme -- which has insurance as its 
core element, would gather traction. 

“It is a flagship programme of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
the roll out is expected to be big 
enough, providing a huge opportu-
nities to the health insurance service 
providers, as also those in the health-
care sector,” the note said.

Besides, the note pointed out that 
the government will also focus more 
on the farm sector. 

“With Monsoon expected to 
be normal and the government 
push likely in the next few months, 
the firms in the seeds, agri imple-
ments, including tractors, fertiliser, 
pesticides, dairy products and ir-
rigation equipment would get a 
lot more business opportunities 
than in the previous few years,” the 
note said.

Apart from domestic cues, the 
industry body noted concerns arising 
out of global factors like rising crude 
oil prices. 

“The geo-political situation in the 
Middle East is key to the crude prices 
as also the financial markets. With 
dollar rising, India’s total import bill in 
dollar terms would exert pressure on 
the country’s current account posi-
tion as well,” the note added.

days or a week to explore 
the destination, Anand 
said.

Echoing a similar view, 
Expedia in India Marketing 
Head, Brand, Manmeet 
Ahluwalia said India saw 
a change in travel patterns 
and rise in incidence of 
travelling for sports events 
ever since the launch of 
Indian Premier League in 
2008.

The 2011 ICC World 
Cup further cemented In-
dians’ love for travel cou-
pled with watching their 

favourite sporting stars in 
action, he added.

“We noticed another 
interesting trend during 
the 2015, ICC World Cup 
in Australia and New Zea-
land. Cricket fans explored 
these two destinations as 
among the most preferred 
honeymoon or holiday 
destination.

Over the years, Indians 
have explored and shown 
interest in other sporting 
events, including football, 
tennis, Olympics, Com-
monwealth Games, Grand 

Prix Formula One motor 
events among others, he 
added. KAYAK Director, In-
dia and Middle East, Abhijit 
Mishra said, the sports-
tourism industry is grow-
ing at an unprecedented 
rate, which is projected to 
shoot up to USD 5.72 tril-
lion by 2021.

Indians have always 
loved both sports and 
travel, so holidays around 
sporting events are the per-
fect combination to satisfy 
two cravings at once, he 
added.
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Not Up to the Mark!

E
lections results in Karnataka may provide some 
clues on which way India may move in 2019, 
when the next general elections will be held. 
After the Karnataka elections, three important 

states in the so-called cow belt will go for polls. These 
states are Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Chhattis-
garh. Clearly, the party which will win Karnataka elec-
tions will have a head start in these states and if the 
winner in Karnataka can continue its winning spree in 
the heartland states, it is almost certain that the party 
will ascend the throne in Delhi and rule the country till 
2024. So all the parties left no stone unturned to woo 
Karnataka voters. Thus it was a high-decibel campaign. 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, despite his pressing 
schedule, addressed no less than 21 rallies in the State. 
BJP president Amit Shan was not left behind. Even be-
fore the elections were announced, he started visiting 
Karnataka to streamline party organisation and later 
stationed himself in the State to oversee and participate 
in the campaign. No less than 23 union ministers also 
participated in the campaign. Congress, which is ruling 
the State, made all efforts to match BJP. Party president 
Rahul Gandhi led from the front. He made a number 
of trips to Karnataka and made every effort to keep the 
morale of party workers and supporters high. Sonia 
Gandhi also addressed an election rally in Bijapur after 
a gap of two years. Chief Minister Siddharamiah trav-
elled in majority of the constituencies in the State and 
campaigned.

But it’s a pity to note that even after the participa-
tion of galaxy of national and state leaders, the stand-
ard of the campaign was not up to the mark. Instead of 
focusing on the basic issues, the campaigners cutting 
across party lines adopted populist approaches to woo 
the voters. Clearly, they have failed to impress the peo-
ple. The people wanted their views on the problems the 
people of Karnataka are facing. But their questions were 
not answered during the campaign. Both the Congress 
and BJP accused each other of corruption during the 
campaign, whilst vowing to root out corruption from 
its root, both the sides were generous to offer tickets to 
persons facing corruption charges. As a result, nearly 
400 candidates with corruption charges are in the fray. 
Is this the way to make India corruption free? If corrup-
tion remains as it is, which is evident from the choices 
of candidates made by the warring parties, how will that 
solve the problems of the people of Karnataka? Roads 
will remain full of potholes as the contractors will pock-
et the fund meant for development by sharing a portion 
of it with corrupt leaders. Real Estate developers will 
continue to grab land by keeping political bosses happy 
and the farmers will be deprived of their livelihoods. To 
get the benefits of welfare programmes of the govern-
ment, ordinary people will have to grease the palms of 
government officials. Everything will remain the same. 
Is it good governance? The question regarding Kaveri 
River water sharing dispute was not answered. Similar-
ly, all other important issues were bypassed by our po-
litical leaders during campaigning. All in all, Karnataka 
Assembly elections may throw some light on possible 
winner in 2019 general elections, but people’s plight 
may remain the same regardless of which party forms 
the government in the southern State.

Milinda Ghosh Roy | IANS

What We Owe to Literature: A Global 
Odyssey Across the Centuries

Vikas Datta | IANS

Title: The Written World - How Literature 
Shaped History; Author: Martin Puchner; 

Publisher: Granta Books; Pages: 433; 
Price: INR 699

I
n that splendid comedy “Those Magnificent 
Men in their Flying Machines”, set in the age 
when humans had just began to take to the 
skies, a Prussian Colonel tells a wary subordi-

nate tasked to fly a plane that he should follow the 
procedure for learning everything they do “from the 
book of instructions”. The operative word here is 
“book”. 

But books, which now span and recount every 
conceivable aspect of the human condition and en-
deavour, wouldn’t have come into existence without 
the literature, or the “foundational texts” -- religious, 
cultural and political--’that they were developed to 
present, preserve and propagate, argues American 
academician Martin Puchner here.

And it is not only in our present, technology-
suffused era that we have ignored the value of lit-
erature. 

But before he tells us what it has done for us, in-
volving trips through at least four continents, from 
along with Alexander the Great’s armies to the pop-
ular storytellers in the marketplaces of the medi-
eval Middle East and the courts of feudal Japan to a 
popular contemporary literary fest in India’s Jaipur, 
he seeks to tell us what would happen if literature 
didn’t exist.

In such a world, Puchner, a professor of Drama 
and English and Comparative Literature at Harvard, 
says bookstores and libraries would be quite empty, 
the publishing industry and Amazon would be dif-
ferent, and he -- and many of us -- would have noth-
ing on our bedside tables for night-time when we 
can’t sleep. 

But while this will be “unfortunate”, he argues 
such a situation “barely scratches the surface of 
what would be lost” if literature had never existed 
and stories had remained oral. 

“Such a world is almost impossible for us to im-
agine. Our sense of history, of the rise and fall of em-
pires and nations, would be completely different. 
Most philosophical and political ideas would never 
have come into existence, because the literature 
that gave rise to them wouldn’t have been written. 
Almost all religious beliefs would disappear along 
with the scriptures in which they were expressed.”

Stressing literature isn’t only for book lovers, 
Puchner contends that since it emerged four mil-
lennia ago, “it has shaped the lives of most humans 
on planet Earth”. 

And in this book, he shows us how as stories 
and preachings intersect with writing and writing 

technologies across the world in different ages, and 
affect their societies from ancient Mesopotamia, 
China and India to the jungle civilisations of Central 
America to the sandy expanses of Mali in the early 
modern world, down to more recent times, span-
ning the Communist Manifesto to the Harry Potter 
saga.

In his tale, which begins with the American as-
tronauts on Apollo 8 addressing the world after 
orbiting the moon and becoming the first humans 
to see its far side from the Bible’s Book of Genesis, 
Puchner contends the growth of literature passed 
through four stages.

First, the development of the alphabet to repre-
sent speech, but the knowledge remained confined 
to small groups of scribes. Second, the rise of “char-
ismatic teachers” such as the Buddha, Socrates, 
Confucius and Jesus, who stressed on the spoken 
word but became influential when their words were 
spread through text. Third, the individual authors 
supported by innovations that made access to writ-
ing easier, which were succeeded by the times of 
mass production and mass literacy.

Puchner acquaints us with these stages, juxtapo-
sitioned with the revolutions in writing and printing 
technologies that radically transformed literature, 
not only in how it spread and was read but also how 
it is written as authors adjust to new circumstances, 
and a range of representative works -- the Epic of 
Gilgamesh, Don Quixote, The Arabian Nights, the 
Tale of Genji, the Mayan ‘Popol Vuh’ to Derek Wal-
cott’s poetry.

And wherever possible, he supplements his 
rousing narrative with a range of singular charac-
ters beyond authors -- and the role of women, both 
as writers and narrators within the story -- and ac-
counts of his own “field visits” to the areas in ques-
tion.

Puchner’s choice may be subjective and his 
manner breezy and a bit hurried -- especially in 
the final few chapters -- but such is the breadth of 
erudition and fascinating tidbits he features that lit-
erary aficionados will treat this as a vindication of 
their stand.

For the others, it may prove to be an eye-opener. 

(Vikas Datta can be contacted at vikas.d@ians.in) 

Cabbie Who Could Not Save Sister Builds Hospital to Treat the Poor

Bone Density Treatment Can Delay Leukemia Progression in Kids

W
ith no cutting-edge medical equipment, 
air-conditioning or critical care unit in 
place, the under-construction building 
in West Bengal’s South 24 Parganas dis-

trict hardly matches the popular notion of a modern 
medical care facility. Yet, the hospital has become a 
national landmark as it tells the story of a grieving 
brother turning his droplets of tears into an ocean of 
determination that helped establish it.

Taxi driver Saidul Lashkar set out on what then 
seemed a near impossible journey in 2004 after his 
sister Marufa died of chest infection as he did not 
have the means to get her treated in a hospital. Mar-
ufa was only 17.

Though shattered and inconsolable, Saidul took a 
pledge not to let anyone else in his neighbourhood 
die without treatment. 

“I felt I needed to do something so that no im-
poverished person dies like she did, without getting 
treatment. I wish no brother loses his sister like I did,” 
Saidul said, leaning quietly on a wall of the newly 
constructed patients’ waiting hall of Marufa Smriti 
Welfare Foundation in Punri village near Baruipur, 
about 55 km from Kolkata.

Twelve years were spent chasing the dream, as 
the cabbie criss-crossed the streets of Kolkata, never 
veering for a moment from his single-minded pursuit 
to make the project happen. It was not at all a walk in 
the park, he recalled.

Saidul would talk at length about his mission to 
the passengers while driving and show them the doc-
uments and receipts of the donations he had received 
so far. But a majority refused to lend him a helping 
hand. 

However, some did oblige, particularly a young 
girl, Srishti Ghosh from south Kolkata, who was so 
moved by his story that she decided to donate her en-
tire first month’s salary to the hospital fund.

“I found my lost sister in Srishti. When she and her 
mother heard my story, they took down my number 
and promised to call back. I was not sure if they really 
would, but when she really came along and donated 
her first salary, I was overwhelmed,” he said.

As strangers came in ones and twos, helping him 
gradually raise the funds for the hospital, back home, 
Saidul’s wife Shamima stood by her husband like a 
rock. 

“None of this would have been possible without 
my wife. When I started, a lot of people in my close 
circle distanced themselves from me thinking I am 
crazy, but my wife was there all along. She even gave 
me all her ornaments to collect the funds for the 
land,” he said.

Finally, Saidul’s dream came true on February 17 
as the hospital started functioning, albeit partially, by 
opening its outdoor unit to patients.

In a touching gesture, Saidul got his new-found 
“sister” Srishti to inaugurate the hospital.

The response from the locals has been over-
whelming, as the nearest hospital in the area is al-
most 11 km away.

“There is a buzz all around. Everybody in the area 
is talking about the hospital,” said Sojol Das, while 
driving this correspondent in his e-rickshaw to the 
hospital premises.

Work is now on to make it a full-fledged 50-bed 
hospital with other necessary facilities like X-Ray and 
Electrocardiography (ECG).

“This is currently a two-storied building but we 
have plans to make it four-storied. On the opening 
day, our doctors could treat 286 patients while so 
many others were left out due to shortage of time and 
resources. I am sure once it becomes fully functional, 
people of nearly 100 villages would be benefited,” 
Saidul said.

Saidul’s courage to dream big indeed impressed 
lots of people, including Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, who praised his efforts in his radio address to 
the nation, “Mann ki Baat” .

Modi talking about the hospital project, the 
40-something taxi driver said, has certainly given him 
more courage and assured him that he is headed in 
the right direction.

“Since his speech, a lot of people got in touch with 
me. Many have offered help. Some local contractors 
have helped me out by supplying sand, bricks and ce-
ment needed for the construction work, while a doc-
tor from Chennai has expressed his wish to join my 
hospital and treat patients.”

Eight doctors are at present associated with the 
hospital where they would be providing free service 
for now. However, Saidul said, they have plans to pro-
vide healthcare in exchange of a bare minimum fee, 
necessary for the hospital’s maintenance.

Dhiresh Chowdhury, in charge of the orthopaedic 
department, was all praise for Saidul.

“Building a hospital is a mammoth task. For 
Saidul to do it with such a meagre income is unthink-
able. We all are with him,” added the doctor, whose 
NGO Banchory is providing the medical equipment.

But the dreamer in Saidul now refuses to stop with 
only one hospital.

“Now that I have so many people with me, I feel I 
can go even further to fulfil my dream. Maybe I won’t 
limit myself only to constructing one hospital. Maybe 
I’ll go further in search of new dreams.”

(The weekly feature series is part of a positive-
journalism project of IANS and the Frank Islam 

Foundation. Milinda Ghosh Roy can be contacted at 
milinda.r@ians.in)

T
argeting a bone loss mecha-
nism that occurs during the 
development of leukemia may 
hold the key to reducing the 

progression of the disease in children, 
researchers have found.

Leukemia is a cancer of blood-form-
ing tissues, hindering the body’s ability 
to fight infection.

The study focused on the most com-
mon form of the cancer in children, a 
subtype of acute lymphoblastic leuke-
mia and witnessed substantial bone 
loss during its development, Xinhua 

news agency reported. 
The pre-clinical findings from iden-

tifying the mechanism were promising 
and suggested that targeting the mi-
croenvironment around leukemia cells 
could not only help fight the cancer, 
but “simultaneously provide relief for 
one of its most common and painful 
side-effects, bone loss”, said lead author 
Laurence Cheung, a researcher from 
the Telethon Kids Cancer Centre, West 
Perth in Australia.

In the study, published in the journal 
Leukemia, the team identified a signal 

produced by the leukemia cells which 
instructed cells in the microenviron-
ment to eat away at the bone. 

The researchers then used a com-
mercially available drug to target the 
cells in the microenvironment around 
the leukemia cells.

“Importantly, we found that this not 
only compensated for the leukemia-de-
pendent bone fragility, but also reduced 
leukemia progression,” Cheung said.

“To date, the main strategy for can-
cer therapy in children has focused on 
targeting malignant cells with chemo-

therapy, which is toxic for the leukemia 
cells but also toxic for the patient.

“Our finding that the cells surround-
ing the leukemia cells can contribute to 
treatment failure or success has led to a 
paradigm shift.

“It means this potentially could be a 
powerful adjuvant therapy. It’s not go-
ing to replace chemotherapy, but we 
propose that using chemotherapy and 
treating the microenvironment at the 
same time will have more benefit than 
just the chemotherapy by itself,” Che-
ung said.                   Source: IANS

God is always trustworthy.

“Listen!” my wife said to me over the phone. “There’s a 
monkey in our yard!” She held up the phone so I could 
hear. And yes, it sounded just like a monkey. Which is 

weird, because the nearest wild monkey was 2,000 miles away.
Later, my father-in-law burst our bubble. “That’s a barred 

owl,” he explained. Reality was not what it had seemed.
His hand is on those who follow Him, and He will never 

abandon us.
When King Sennacherib’s armies had Judah’s King 

Hezekiah trapped inside Jerusalem’s walls, the Assyrians 
thought victory was theirs. Reality proved different. Al-
though the Assyrian field commander used smooth words 
and pretended to speak for God, the Lord had His hand on 
His people.

“Have I come to attack and destroy this place without 
word from the Lord?” the commander asked (2 Kings 
18:25). As he tried to entice Jerusalem to surrender, he even 
said, “Choose life and not death!” (v. 32).

That sounds like something God would say. But the 
prophet Isaiah told the Israelites the true words of the Lord. 
“[Sennacherib] will not enter this city or shoot an arrow 
here,” God said. “I will defend this city and save it” (19:32–
34; Isaiah 37:35). That very night “the angel of the Lord” 
destroyed the Assyrians (v. 35).

From time to time, we’ll encounter smooth-talking peo-
ple who “advise” us while denying God’s power. That isn’t 
God’s voice. He speaks to us through His Word. He guides 
us with His Spirit. His hand is on those who follow Him, and 
He will never abandon us.

Teach us to discern Your voice, Lord.

IANS

DAILY
PATH

Not What It Seems
BIBLE READ:   
2 KINGS 19:29–37
THOUGHT FOR 
TODAY:

Do not believe every 
spirit, but test the spirits 
to see whether they are 

from God.       
~  1 John 4:1

Saidul Laskar(Right) in front of the under-construction hospital. 
IANS
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): You have acquired 
some sound confidence in yourself, Aries. 
Now it is time for you to show everyone else 
by actually putting it to use in your life. It’s as 

though you have symbolically just completed an in-
depth acting class. Well, now is the time to go on stage. 
Smile, remember your lines, and don’t forget to bow 
when everyone applauds. You’ll knock ‘em dead!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Today’s plan-
etary energy should compel you to commit 
certain acts of self-affirmation that are need-
ed to define your territory and protect your 

rights. You’ll be encouraged to explore your desires 
and personal tastes and express your opinion openly 
and clearly. Everyone has an identity to claim! Don’t be 
bashful about claiming yours now.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Today your brain 
is supercharged, Gemini. If you’ve been 
thinking about doing some writing or have 
put off analyzing a particularly tricky prob-

lem, this would be the perfect day to get started. You’ll 
have all the inspiration you could possibly need. And 
don’t worry about shocking the people around you 
with your directness and assertiveness. They’ll appre-
ciate your valuable ideas.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): With today’s 
planetary energy, you’ll find yourself a little 
more extraverted than usual, Cancer. You’ll 
finally be able to say what you really think 

about things. It’s an important change for you, and 
you’ll find that expressing your ideas and beliefs is a 
great help in reaching all your goals in life.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Today you’re unstop-
pable! You’re a very hard worker by nature, 
and with the current planetary alignment 
you’ll be able to accomplish even more than 

usual. You have an abundance of energy, more than 
enough to handle everything that comes your way. Just 
be sure to use your usual good judgment. Rash deci-
sions, especially those concerning your personal life, 
could lead to regret later.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Discard those 
items from the past for which you really no 
longer have use. As much as you like to sur-
round yourself with objects of sentimental 

value, the time comes when it’s necessary to look to the 
future rather than dwell on the past. The time spent 
cleaning your home and throwing out extraneous 
things will release you from the past and allow you to 
embrace the future.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Intimacy will be in the 
air over the next few days. Loved ones suddenly 
want to spend more time with you, and you’ll 
want to invite friends over every night! By all 

means, do. You’ll be recharged, and some of the wonderful 
discussions could lead to something great. However, there 
may be a bit of tension in the air to temper all that close-
ness, since not everyone will agree with your point of view.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Feeling un-
usually adventurous, Scorpio? You’re often 
motivated by your idealistic expectations, 
and the planetary configurations today are 

going to push you even further on your spiritual quest. 
Satisfy your desire to discover new horizons and meet 
new people by saying hello to anyone and everyone 
you feel like talking to. Sometimes life’s biggest adven-
tures begin with a simple action.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): The celes-
tial energy signals a pleasant change for you 
today, Sagittarius. Finally, the overpowering 
emotions that have been surging from your 

relationships will subside. You are now beginning a 
more contemplative phase. You may feel as if you’re 
about to depart on a long trip, with all the time in the 
world to meditate on the events of the past few months.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): This is a 
good day to devote time and thought to 
spiritual pursuits, Capricorn. Do something 
inspirational that instills a sense of wonder 

deep in your soul. Go to a church and light a candle, sit 
outdoors and watch the changing sky, or study a paint-
ing in a local museum. Meditate on your concept of 
spirituality and the interconnection of humans and the 
planet, past and present. Savor the connection you feel.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): A new phase 
in your life is beginning, Aquarius. The pre-
vious phase could be interpreted as having 
taught you to be serious and devoted to 

professional responsibilities. And you did accomplish 
some good deeds to boot. Now you can relax and look 
ahead to what’s next. Let yourself feel the welcome tug 
of the future.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Today’s aspects 
might clear up some rather sketchy ideas 
about your professional future, Pisces. If you 
long for a change, such as daring to under-

take a more artistic pursuit, now is the time to begin 
planning exactly how to go about it. The first step is to 
figure out how you can make a living from it. Welcome 
back to reality!

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

India’s Hostile Attitude Towards China is Harmful to Northeast Region

Transfix at Crossroad? History Beckons!

Ever since the humiliating defeat of  
India in China-India war (1962), 
India’s attitude towards China was 
that of hostility. Nehru’s Panchsheel 

policy (peaceful co-existence with neighbors) 
was largely blamed for allowing China to take 
advantage. It permanently bridged the trust, 
at least on Indian side. After that war, India’s 
attitude towards the northeast region became 
fragile. History was clearthat in that war, as 
Chinese intrusion came to as far as Tezpur, 
Nehru literally gave up the entire Assam. 
(Northeast formed Assam province in British 
India period). It infuriated the top northeast 
leaders of that time. It alienated the northeast 
region emotionally. Northeast people stopped 
trusting the mainland Indians.Mainland In-
dians always suspected the northeast people; 
particularly the Nagas because of the Federal 
Government of Nagaland’s connect with Chi-
na in 1967. 

India’s northeast policy in the past sixty 
plus years has been largely on military per-
spective, dictated more by Indian military 
top-shots posted in the region than politician 
statesman. China has remained the centre of  
focus in all the strategic planning concern-
ing the northeast region. Myanmar is our 
immediate neighbour in the entire stretch 
of the eastern border. It is only in the north 
that the northeast region shares its borders 
with China.All the same, India never trusts 
China. She always blames China for the burn-
ing northeast. In the same vein, India blames 
the northeast people because of the region’s 
emotional proximity with China.To mainland 
Indians, people living in the region are simply 
‘people of the northeast’ and ‘not northeast 
Indians. That is because most ethnic people in 

the northeast assert their own independence. 
Naga independence declaration pre-dated In-
dia’s independence.

India’s China policy is just two words 
policy – “Hostile Attitude”. This emanates 
from the fact that after the 1962 war, India 
developed a highly suspicious nature and be-
came supersensitive to the very mention of  
China. The hostility did not result into an-
other full scale physical war but it definitely 
generated long-standing mutual ‘Cold War’ 
between the two giant nations. It procreated 
inherent, dormant hostile attitude that often 
manifested in border stand-offs. The latest 
in case was the Doklam stand-off  in 2017. 
None doubted the military capabilities of  
both the nations. However, in the Doklam 
stand-off, while China expressed confidence 
of  giving another befitting defeat to India, In-
dia only talked of  giving tough fight to China 
but fell short of  saying, India could defeat 
China. The three months Doklam stand-
off  ended abruptly on August 29, 2017 just 
few days to BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, 
China and South Africa) summit in China. 
Although India claimed diplomatic victory, 
restoration of  ‘status quo’ proved that it was 
a no win-win for both. Actually, both China 
and India did not want physical war. The 
actual war between China and India is eco-
nomic power war. Both knows very well that 
victory in physical war will not make either 
China or India great but economic power 
will. China is the second largest economy by 
GDP (Gross National Product) in the world. 
India emerged as the world’s fastest growing 
major economy in FY 2015 and 2018. The 
competition for economic power between 
the two most populous nations has gained 

momentum. India is a large consumer na-
tion. PM Modi repeatedly said, none can 
take 125 crore Indians for granted. China is 
a producing nation. It cannot afford to lose 
Indian market. That is the equation. There 
will be no China-India war. It is India that is 
always making a war cry on slightest provo-
cation.  

China’s economic influence in her imme-
diate neighbors and South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN)has already taken deep roots. India, 
though late, finally realized that China’s threat 
is not just at the border. In fact, China cleverly 
kept India engaged in the border by enacting 
volatile situation in the border on-and-off, 
while expanding her economic influence, 
deep into all her immediate neighbors and 
South East Asian countries. India woke up as 
late as in 1990s, only to find herself cornered 
from all angles. India’s obsession with turbu-
lent Kashmir and northeast took heavy toll, to 
say the least.  India’s wake-up call came only 
in 1991 when the GOI adopted ‘Look East 
Policy’ with an aim to counterweight that 
Chinese influence in the region and beyond. 
After Modi took over as the PM of India, 
he took the policy to next level as ‘Act East 
Policy’ (AEP).Regrettably, even after almost 
two decades, the policy failed to take-off, in 
the sense that northeast region is yet to feel 
the difference out of the policy. Nothing has 
changed at ground as a result of AEP. This 
may be because, northeast occupies just ‘spe-
cial reference’ space in India’s larger scheme 
of Act East Policy. If  AEP’s focus is truly on 
NE, it has to start from NE and not Delhi. The 
power of implementation should be a shared 
power between the Centre and the NE States.

Though India claims NE region as in-

tegral to India, NE has remained her most 
neglected region. The region has been tagged 
insurgency infested. Lack of peace has been 
largely attributed for lack of development. 
The NE region has diverse ethnic inhabitants, 
each indigenous inhabitant harbouring its 
own political aspiration for independence as 
in the case of the Nagas and others or autono-
myin some others. Ever since India’s aggres-
sion of Nagaland in 1955, the entire northeast 
has remained a military zone. Draconian laws 
like Disturbed Area Act, 1955 and Armed 
Forces (Special) Powers Act, 1958 continue 
to remain in force. Northeast is also cut off  
from the rest of the world by Inner line Regu-
lation, 1873. India’s northeast policy is that 
of reluctance, largely dictated by the Ministry 
of External Affairs (MEA). In January 2017, 
GK Pillai, former Home Secretary, GOI stat-
ed that MEA has great reluctance to open up 
the northeast. This reluctance policy has kept 
northeast empty of foreign investment. India 
on her side failed to humanize the NE region 
by systematic economic planning. So far, the 
GOI’s funding of development projects in 
the northeast has been haphazard and half-
hearted,abandoningmany multi-croreprojects 
half-way. Transparency and accountability for 
development projects in northeast hardly ex-
ists. 

Northeast cannot develop without open-
ing up to foreign investments. It is high time 
that the MEA review its ‘reluctance policy’ 
to that of ‘welcome policy’. India’s hostile 
attitude towards China, as far as northeast is 
concerned, does more harm than good to In-
dia. India can build a diplomatic bridge with 
China better by opening up the northeast. 
India should open up to China to invest in 

the northeast.China’s “One Belt, One Road” 
(OBOR) initiatives, re-christened as “Belt and 
Road Initiatives (BRI)” if  extended to north-
east en-route to South East Asian countries is 
one project that can change the entire face of  
the northeast by creating another economic 
corridor. It will not harm but augment the 
AEP.(BRI is a development strategic program 
that focuses on connectivity and cooperation 
between China and Eurasian countries by the 
land-based Silk Road Economic Belt, SREB 
as well as the 21st century Maritime Silk 
Road). India had earlier rejected the proposal 
fearing China’s growing influence out of this 
ambitious program. India also objected when 
the land-based BRI made its transit through 
the Pakistani controlled Kashmir named 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). 
Experts have termed India’s refusal to BRI 
as not in India’s interest for the reason that it 
gave China free hand over the great initiatives. 
Experts also encouraged that it would help In-
dia’s interest better if  she joins the BRI and 
play its effective role to check China’s undue 
influence in BRI. 

India should stop gambling with northeast 
but use the region to her advantage to scale 
new heights for better diplomatic relationship 
with China. Northeast is China-friendly, at 
least in attitude. It can play a useful leverage 
role between China and India. This is some-
thing worth exploring and exploiting for the 
larger interest of India and northeast in par-
ticular. 

(This is a personal opinion and in no way 
reflect the views of  the political party this writer 

belongs).

Dr. K. Hoshi

The recent inconclusive conclave of  
the Chief Ministers of the north-east 
States initiated by the Ministry of  
Foreign Affairs at Delhi to discuss 

on the ‘Act East Policy’ reminds the Naga 
people in particular how peculiarly fragile the 
Indo-Naga situation is. ‘Look East Policy’ to 
‘Act East Policy’ of the Government of India 
is nothing more than a mere political gim-
mick to not only hoodwink the powers that be 
at Delhi corridors but to further confuse the 
Naga people and the North-easterner at large 
of the fragile Indian federalism. Starting from 
the Interim Government of pre-independent 
India under Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru as 
Prime Minister to Modi as Prime Minister un-
der fundamentalist Hindu Rashtriya party, it 
has been consistent policy of the Government 
of India to toward Naga people, to maintain 
its continuous string of attachments dragging 
the perplexed Naga leaders who only think for 
aggrandizement in amassing their ill-gotten 
money on the excuses of prevailing situations. 

For India, the vast Naga inhabited lands 
stretching from Brahmaputra valley in the 
eastern most part of Indian sub-continent to 
Chindiwin valley in Myanmar in the western 
most part of South-East Asian sub continent 
is for economic consideration and as a buffer-
zone for its security in the geo-political equa-
tions of the present world order.

From the meeting of Nehru and Premier 
U Nu of Burma(Myanmar) in 1953 at Kohi-
ma till today, India have utterly failed to take 
Naga people on board as equal in the Union 
of the Republic of India. It has miserably 
failed to subdue Naga people by force and it 
has failed to amalgamate not only in its eco-
nomic transformation of the country at par 
with other States in the country but in all its 
professed Indian federalism with the State of  
Nagaland.

It is not surprising. India cannot do much 
to transform or bring about Naga people at 
par with other community in the country even 
if  it goes on changing its policies in regard to 
Naga people unless it muster the political will 
and courage to face the Naga issue in its right 
perspective. But to do that India must finally 
accept the fact of history of the distinct iden-
tity of the Naga people as different nation-
ality living in the Union of India forcefully 
subjugated and for unilaterally usurping all 
the traditional and ancestral Naga lands from 
its eastern border of Indian sub-continent at 
Brahmaputra valley onward.

Today all the sensible Naga people are all 
engrossed in talking about the pre-eminent 
‘settlement’ on the ongoing Indo-Naga po-
litical talk even though there is no unanimity 
in the  presumptuous outcome of the settle-
ment. Almost all the professed Naga leaders 

of different stratus are seriously engrossed in 
all their personal interactions or are discussing 
in all available public platforms on the most 
important and precarious issue of ‘Naga situ-
ation’ that is affecting every single Naga peo-
ple wherever they are or whoever they may be 
and most notably all the political party leaders 
in the State are making haywire statements on 
the issue on daily basis without any substance.

Along with other prominent Naga Civil 
organizations, the FNR (Forum for Naga 
Reconciliation), from its inception in 2008 
till date had been painstakingly exploring 
every possible initiatives to bring together all 
the Naga National political groups through 
reconciliation. However, it’s professed initia-
tive ‘peace, post settlement’ based on ‘Frame 
Work Agreement of August 3, 2015’ and 
‘November 17, 2017 Agreement’ is far from 
reality. Such initiative may boomerang. The 
true and real reconciliation amongst the Naga 
people should be based only on universal prin-
ciple of Nationhood of the Naga people and 
its history if  at all there is a nation for Naga 
people. It is therefore paramount importance 
for all the Naga National political groups and 
especially the negotiating political entities 
today to reconcile on this single principle of  
Naga nationhood well before the arrival of  
‘settlement’ so that the Naga people can live 
peacefully after the political settlement if  it re-
ally comes about.

Every issue has its origin and its solution. 
Naga issue is being shrouded under the veil of  
history deliberately by our own people, delib-
erately because our leaders of past and present 
of different hues have consistently failed to 
pursue the factual history of our people for 
their selfish interests. It is therefore necessary 
to unveil this truth by going back to the past 
and understand the foundation of our present 
day predicaments. A thinker and a great histo-
rian Theodore Zeldin has said, “if  any person 
wants to plan for the future – one first must go 
back to the past and understand the present, 
so as to plan for the future’. Another British 
Philosopher had said, ‘if  we don’t visit history 
now, history will surely visit us later’ which 
means history will go on repeating itself.

In the entire history of the Naga people, 
no power on earth had conquered or subju-
gated neither the Naga people nor its lands 
until the advent of British East India Com-
pany in early 19th century. In its pursuit for 
lucrative businesses, the British Imperial 
Government systematically declared the vast 
fertile Naga lands as Reserve Forests areas in 
the entire Naga areas with the sole purpose to 
exploit for their economic benefit from Barak 
river in southern Assam stretching to present 
Arunachal Pradesh bordering Assam and Na-
galand in Mon District so as to restrict Naga 

people from free access in their own lands. 
The British Imperial Government then started 
the establishment of Tea Industries, Coal Min-
ing Industries, Oil Fields and then introduced 
Railways in these areas by bringing hundreds 
of thousands of labor corps from Indian sub 
continent, the subsequent progenitors of the 
so called ‘Tea Tribes’. Subsequently, the ad-
ministrations of all these areas were system-
atically transferred to British administration 
in the then Assam province. To reclaim the 
overall rights of these territories and to amal-
gamate all the contiguous Naga people into 
single sovereign Naga nation was the begin-
ning and ultimate object of the Naga people’s 
national aspiration from the formation of  
Naga Club in 1918 to the present day Indo-
Naga political negotiation.

Therefore it is incumbent on us to under-
stand the origin of the Naga issue before we 
discuss what we should plan for the future. 
Everyone understand that the Naga Political 
issue was first recorded in writing by the Naga 
leaders in the memorandum submitted to the 
Simon Commission in 1929, apart from the 
Ahom and British recorded history. This was 
followed by 9 Points Agreement in June 1947 
at Kohima made between the representative 
of the Constituent Assembly of India, Gov-
ernor Akbar Hydari Ali and Premier Gob-
inath Bordoloi of the then Assam Province 
and the only undivided Naga political party, 
the Naga National Council (NNC) represent-
ing the Naga people with the sole objective to 
reclaim its overall rights over lands and ter-
ritories of the Naga people. The agreement, 
among others stipulates to transfer back of all 
the ‘Reserve Forests’ areas of the Naga peo-
ple which were under the illegal occupation 
of Assam Province and to bring together all 
the contiguous Naga areas and people under 
single administrative umbrella. The Interim 
Government of pre Independent India was 
compelled to make this political agreement 
with the Naga people so as to incorporate the 
same in the Constitution of India through the 
Constituent Assembly just like the accession 
agreements it made with hundreds of Prince-
ly State of divided India, and Jammu and 
Kashmir State. Accordingly, all the necessary 
provisions of these agreements made with 
the Princely States of India and the State of  
Jammu and Kashmir, now infamous Article 
370 in the case of Jammu and Kashmir, were 
duly incorporated in the new Constitution of  
independent Republic of India which was fi-
nally adopted in January 26, 1950.

However, to the utter dismay of the Naga 
people, the Government of India willfully and 
unilaterally sidelined the agreement made 
with the Naga people by failing to incorporate 
the same in the Constitution in spite of the 

successive assurances given to Naga leaders to 
this effect. 

Dr. Hokishe Sema, Former Chief Minis-
ter of Nagaland and Governor of Himachal 
Pradesh, in his Book ‘The Emergence of Na-
galand’ duly summed up in this line - ‘due to 
the failure of the Government of India to ful-
fill its commitments, insurgency emanates in 
Nagaland’. 

In 1960, the Government of India under 
Nehru as Prime Minister made ‘16 Points 
Agreement’ with the Naga Peoples’ Conven-
tion (NPC) based on which State of Nagaland 
Act, 1962 was enacted in the Indian Parlia-
ment establishing Nagaland as a Sixteenth 
State in the Union of India on December 1, 
1963. In this Act of Parliament, Sub Section 
1 of Section 3, the total area of the new State 
of Nagaland was nothing but the erstwhile 
‘Naga Hills – Tuensang Area’ (NHTA) Act 
passed in the Parliament in 1958. The actual 
area of the new State of ‘Nagaland’ or NHTA 
consist only small portion of Naga areas, start-
ing from the Inner Line Regulation (ILP) line 
of 1925 of British Government which roughly 
covers only the hilly tracks of present Peren, 
small portion of Dimapur, Kohima Wokha, 
Mokokchung, Longleng and Mon Districts 
as Nagaland State in the south-west or small 
part of erstwhile Naga Hills District under 
British Administration and its eastern portion 
without demarcation. In the eastern part of  
Nagaland or the Tuensang Area of NHTA, 
the areas were not defined even in paper. The 
Tuensang Areas or part of NEFA (North East 
Frontier Area) was un-administrated areas in-
habited by various Naga tribes where British 
Government never tried even to have admin-
istrative control. Therefore, even though the 
Naga people was given a State under Union 
of India, its boundaries were never ever de-
fined, demarcated or surveyed to these days 
of which the Surveyor General of India has 
made deposition to this effect in the honorable 
Supreme Court of India in the now infamous 
‘Civil Suit No 2 of 1988’.

It is therefore pertinent to reproduce here 
the provisions of Point No. 1, 12, and 13 of the 
16 Points Agreement for all the right thinking 
Naga people so as to actually understand the 
political and Constitutional realities of the for-
mation of Nagaland State without boundary. 

Point No 1 states as follow: “The Name: 
The territories that were hitherto known as the 
Naga Hills-Tuensang Area under the Naga 
Hills-Tuensang Act, 1958, and any other 
Naga areas, which may hereafter come under 
it shall form a State within the India Union 
and be hereafter known as the Nagaland”;

“Re-transfer of Reserve Forests: All the 
Reserve Forests and other Naga areas that 
were transferred out of Naga area will be 

returned to Nagaland with a clearly defined 
boundary under the present settlement”; and

“Consolidation of Contiguous Naga 
Areas: The other Naga tribes inhabiting the 
areas contiguous to the present Nagaland be 
allowed to join Nagaland if  they so desire”.

However, by State of Nagaland Act, 1962, 
Point No. 1 of 16 Points Agreement, 1960 was 
not considered and the total area of NHTA 
Act of 1958 was made Nagaland which was 
also yet to be defined, demarcate and sur-
veyed.

Points No. 12 and 13 of 16 Points Agree-
ment stipulates the following: 

“12. The Naga delegation discussed the 
question of inclusion of Reserve Forests and 
of contiguous areas inhabited by the Nagas. 
They were referred to the provisions of Arti-
cle 3 and 4 of the Constitution, prescribing the 
procedure for the transfer of areas from one 
State to another”; and 

“13. The Naga leaders expressed the view 
that other Nagas inhabiting contiguous areas 
should be enable to join the new State. It was 
pointed out to them on behalf of the Gov-
ernment of India that Articles 3 and 4 of the 
Constitution provided for increasing the area 
of any State, but it was not possible for the 
Government of India to make any commit-
ment in this regard at this stage”.

Such are the fact of whimsical nature of  
the Indian leaders. However, the fact that the 
Naga delegates were referred to Article 3 and 
4 of the Constitution of India for transfer of  
areas from one State to another, namely the 
reserve Forests and the contiguous areas in-
habited by the Naga people, and that it was 
not possible for Government of India to make 
any commitment at that point of time imme-
diately prior to the formation of the State of  
Nagaland, the Government of India remains 
obligated to the wishes of the Naga people to 
give effect to the relevant Points of Agreement 
No. 1, 12 and 13 of the 16 Points Agreement 
even today.

The above explanations of Naga lands, 
territories, the contiguous Naga areas, the 
State without any boundary are in a nutshell, 
the beginning of the Naga political history, 
started with the  British Imperial Government 
of India and now with independent India 
with whom political negotiation are ongoing.

Therefore any political settlement or 
agreement that may be made with India by 
any Naga National political Government 
without bringing back the overall rights of the 
Naga people over its lands and territories as 
per the historical facts, such settlement can 
never be accepted as final political settlement 
between India and Naga people nor can it be 
honorable and acceptable to the Naga people.

     Hukavi T Yeputhomi
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Army finalises INR 15,000 crore 
ammunition production project 

Will give in writing that BJP will win polls 
with absolute majority — Yeddyurappa

Chidambaram case Congress’ Nawaz 
Sharif moment — Sitharaman

Watching certain videos can’t be reason 
to implicate a person as terrorist — HC 

True Marxists adapt to 
changing conditions — Yechury 

AMU students’ union leaders 
on indefinite relay hunger strike 

Cong demands ‘full-time’ CM for Goa in Parrikar’s absence Army c                                  
hief leaves for Sri 
Lanka on four-
day visit today 

Bengal Univ. to 
honour Bangladesh 
PM with D. Litt

PTI

Union Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman speaks during a press conference at BJP Headquarters in 
New Delhi on Sunday.

PTI

Members of the Aligarh Muslim University Old Boys Association during a silent protest in the university’s  
campus, at Mandi House in New Delhi on Sunday. 

Sitaram Yechury

PTI

BJP’s chief ministerial candidate B S Yeddyurappa shows the victory 
sign during a press conference, a day after polling for the Karnataka  
assembly elections, in Bengaluru on Sunday. 

New Delhi, May 13 (PTI): 
After years of deliberations, 
the Army has finalised a 
mega INR 15,000-crore 
project under which a 
range of ammunition for 
its critical weapons and 
tanks will be produced 
indigenously to overcome 
long delays in imports and 
address the problem of a 
dwindling stockpile.

Official sources told 
PTI that 11 private firms 
would be involved in the 
ambitious project, the im-
plementation of which is 
being monitored by the top 
brass of the Army and the 
Defence Ministry.

The immediate aim of 
the closely guarded project 
-- said to be the biggest 
ever initiative for the indi-
genisation of ammunition 
-- is to create an inventory 
for all major weapons to 

enable the forces to fight a 
30-day war while the long-
term objective is to cut 
dependence on imports.

“The overall cost of the 
project has been pegged at 
INR 15,000 crore and we 
have set a specific target for 
the next 10 years in terms 
of the volume of ammu-
nition to be produced,” a 
senior government offi-
cial involved in the project 
said, refusing to elaborate 
further.

Initially, ammunition 
for a range of rockets, air 
defence system, artillery 
guns, infantry combat ve-
hicles, grenade launch-
ers and various other field 
weapons would be pro-
duced under “strict time-
lines”, a source said.

The production targets 
would be revised based on 
the result of the first phase 

of the implementation of 
the programme. 

The sources indicated 
the broad contours of the 
project were discussed at 
a conference of the Army’s 
top commanders here last 
month. 

The initiative is seen as 
the first serious attempt by 
the government to address 
growing concerns voiced 
over the last many years by 
defence forces over the fast 
dwindling stockpile of key 
ammunition when China 
has been significantly ram-
ping up its military capabil-
ity, an issue that has been 
discussed by successive 
governments.

Army Chief General 
Bipin Rawat has been 
pushing for fast tracking 
the procurement of weap-
ons and ammunition for 
the world’s second largest 

standing Army, consider-
ing the evolving security 
threats in the region.

“The indigenisation of 
the ammunition project 
will be biggest such pro-
gramme in decades,” said 
the official.

In July last year, the 
Comptroller and Auditor 
General of India (CAG), in 
a report tabled in Parlia-
ment, said a stock of only 
61 types of ammunition 
out of 152 varieties was 
available, and these would 
only last for 10 days in the 
event of a war.

According to laid down 
security protocol, the 
stockpile should be ad-
equate for a month-long 
war.

The sources said long 
delays in negotiations and 
subsequent procedural 
hurdles in the import of 

ammunition had adversely 
impacted the country’s 
defence preparedness and 
that was why the indigeni-
sation programme had 
been initiated.

Last year, the govern-
ment had empowered the 
Army to directly procure 
ammunition and spares 
for 10 types of weapon 
systems and equipment 
after an internal review 
found the optimum level of 
“war stores” was not being 
maintained.

Considering the Army’s 
demand, the government 
has already finalised one 
of the biggest procurement 
plans for infantry moderni-
sation under which large 
numbers of light machine 
guns, battle carbines and 
assault rifles are being pur-
chased at a cost of nearly 
INR 40,000 crore.

Bengaluru, May 13 (PTI): 
BJP’s Chief Ministerial can-
didate B S Yeddyurappa 
today said he will “give it 
in writing that the saffron 
party would win the Kar-
nataka Assembly elections 
with an absolute majority 
and get 125 to 130 seats.

He claimed that there 
is a strong wave in BJP’s 
favour.

“I have been in Kar-
nataka politics for long... I 
will give it in writing. BJP is 
winning with an absolute 
majority the Karnataka 
elections. You can verify it 
once the results are out,” he 
told reporters here.

Yeddyurappa said his 
calculations had never 

gone wrong in his political 
career and he expected the 
BJP to win 125 to 130 seats.

“We expect to win 125-
130 seats. Congress will not 
cross 70 and JDS not cross 
24-25. These are my figures. 
My calculations have never 
gone wrong in my political 
career,” he said.

Yeddyurappa claimed 
there was a strong wave 
in BJP’s favour and public 
ire against Chief Minis-
ter Siddaramaiah and the 
Congress.

To a query, Yeddyurap-
pa said there was no pos-
sibility of a hung Assembly.

“The Congress knows it 
is going to lose. There is no 
question of a hung Assem-

bly. I am confident that BJP 
will form the government,” 
he said.

Asked to react on Sid-
daramaiah’s “mentally dis-
turbed” comment about 
him, Yeddyurappa said the 
chief minister was saying 
such things because he 
knows he would lose both 
Chamundeshwari and 
Badami seats from where 
he is contesting.

Siddaramaiah had 
called Yeddyurappa “men-
tally disturbed” when 
asked to respond to BJP’s 
chief ministerial candi-
date’s statement that he 
would form the govern-
ment on May 17.

Asked about the pos-
sible formation of a BJP 
government in the state, 
Yeddyurappa said Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
BJP President Amit Shah 
and other leaders are con-
fident that the party would 
win with an absolute ma-
jority.

“He (Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi) is in 
touch with me and (BJP 
president) Amit Shah. 
Everybody is confident of 
winning with an absolute 
majority. We are 100 per 
cent sure of forming the 
government on May 17,” 
he said.

Kolkata, May 13 (IANS): 
Bangladesh Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina will 
be conferred an honor-
ary Doctor of Literature 
degree by the Kazi Nazrul 
University in West Ben-
gal’s West Burdwan dis-
trict.

Veteran Indian actor 
Sharmila Tagore would 
also be honoured with 
D.Litt by the university 
during its third convoca-
tion event on May 26.

“Apart from the two 
eminent personalities, 
renowned physicist S.M. 
Yusuf of Bhaba Atom-
ic Research Centre will 
also be conferred with 
honorary D.Sc degree,” 
Vice Chancellor Sadhan 
Chakraborty said.

Chief Minister Mama-
ta Banerjee will be present 
at the programme as the 
chief guest while Gover-
nor Keshari Nath Tripathi 
will deliver the address as 
the chancellor.

An estimated 450 stu-
dents will be given the 
post graduation citations 
and 19 will be conferred 
rank holder university 
medals at the convoca-
tion.

The university was es-
tablished under the West 
Bengal Act XIX of 2012 in 
Asansol and was named 
after the rebel poet Kazi 
Nazrul of India who is 
also the national poet of 
Bangladesh.

Panaji, May 13 (PTI): The Goa 
Congress today demanded the 
appointment of a “full-time” chief 
minister for the coastal state in 
the absence of Manohar Parrikar, 
who is undergoing treatment in 
the US.

The Congress MLAs and office-
bearers staged a demonstration 
here at the memorial of Goa’s first 
chief minister, late Dayanand 
Bandodkar, in support of their 
demand.

In his absence, a three-member 

advisory committee comprising 
cabinet ministers is looking into 
the day-to-day affairs of the state.

Goa Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee chief Girish Chodankar said, 
“We have petitioned everyone, 
including the governor, seeking 
the appointment of a full-time 
chief minister in the absence of 
Parrikar, but nothing seems to be 
happening.” 

Today, the party workers and 
legislators assembled at the me-
morial of Bandodkar and “prayed” 

that the ruling dispensation led by 
the BJP appoint a full-time chief 
minister, he said. Bandodkar, the 
founder of the Maharashtrawadi 
Gomantak Party (MGP), was the 
first chief minister of Goa.

The MGP, Goa’s oldest regional 
party, is currently a part of the 
Parrikar-led government.

He said BJP president Amit 
Shah, who is scheduled to visit 
Goa later today, should look into 
the “misgovernance” in the state in 
Parrikar’s absence.

New Delhi, May 13 (PTI): 
Army Chief General Bipin 
Rawat will leave for Sri 
Lanka on a four-day visit 
tomorrow, during which 
he will hold talks with 
top political and military 
leadership of the island 
nation to boost coopera-
tion between the ground 
forces of the two coun-
tries.

It will be the first visit 
of General Rawat as Army 
Chief to Sri Lanka where 
China has been trying to 
expand its influence.

The Army said the aim 
of Gen Rawat’s visit is to 
take forward the military-
to-military cooperation 
between the two coun-
tries to the “next level”.

Apart from meeting 
the senior leadership of 
the three services of Sri 
Lanka, Gen Rawat is also 
scheduled to meet the 
regional military com-
manders in Kandy and 
Trincomalee, Army of-
ficials said. 

The Army said the visit 
of Gen Rawat is reflective 
of India’s persistent efforts 
to strengthen the exist-
ing bonds of friendship 
and military cooperation 
based on mutual interests 
and understanding.

The Chief of the Army 
Staff will be inaugurating 
a communication labora-
tory at School of Signals 
in Kandy.  General Rawat 
will also be visiting the Sri 
Lanka Military Academy 
in Diyatalawa.

Kochi, May 13 (PTI): The Kerala High 
Court has observed that merely watching 
certain videos and speeches will not be a 
reason to implicate a person as a terrorist.

A division bench of justices A M Shaf-
fique and P Somarajan made the observa-
tion while considering an appeal filed by 
one Muhammed Riyas, challenging an 
NIA court order denying bail to him.

In its recent verdict, the court also set 
aside the National Investigation Agency 
(NIA) court order and granted bail to him.

In his appeal, Riyas had submitted 
that he was arrested on terror charges fol-
lowing a complaint filed by his estranged 
wife, a Hindu woman who had converted 
to Islam. 

He had contended that he was not part 
of any terrorist organisation as claimed by 
his wife and he had no connection with 
the same.

In its order, the bench said as far as the 
appellant is concerned, he was detained 
on the ground that he might have been 
involved in terrorist activities.

“The fact that he has seen certain 
videos and speeches as aforesaid by itself 
will not be a reason to implicate him as a 
terrorist, unless there are other materials to 
establish the same,” the order said.

Noting that many such videos, speech-
es etc were in public domain, the bench 
said, “merely for the reason that one sees 
such matters it may not be possible for 

any person to establish that the accused is 
involved in terrorism.” 

During the hearing, the NIA had sub-
mitted that it came into picture on the ba-
sis of a report submitted by the local police.

The central agency said two laptops 
had been seized from Riyas.

The laptop contained literature regard-
ing ‘Jihad’ movement, videos of speeches 
delivered by Islamic preacher Zakir Naik, 
and some videos related to the war in Syria 
among others, it had said.

That apart, some nude photographs 
and videos of his wife were also found on 
the laptop, they said.

Other than that, as the matter stands 
now, link with any terrorist organisation 
has not been established, the NIA had said.

To this, the court, said the issue relating 
to the nude photographs of the woman 
are separate matters which has to be dealt 
with in accordance with the procedure 
prescribed.

Earlier, the woman had filed a writ pe-
tition before the High Court alleging that 
she was forced to change the religion and 
marry the petitioner.

She had also alleged that attempts 
were made by Riyas to take her to Syria to 
join ISIS terror group.

She had also stated in the writ petition 
that Riyas had threatened her stating that 
her nude photographs will be published in 
the social media.

New Delhi, May 13 (PTI): 
CPI(M) general secretary 
Sitaram Yechury has said 
Marxism is based on a 
“concrete analysis of con-
crete conditions” and a 
true believer of the philoso-
phy analyses the situations 
and adapts to changing 
conditions.

Yechury, who was se-
verely criticised by sections 
of the CPI(M) for advocat-
ing an understanding with 
the Congress to take on 
the ruling BJP, pointed to 
the success of the Com-
munist China, which has 
“adapted to the changing 
conditions”.

Yechury, who was re-
elected to the highest po-
sition in his party for the 
second time in April, said 
the “assaults on reason and 
rationality, which rupture 
the social order”, can only 
be fought by Marxism.

He likened the “emer-
gence of private armies” 

Aligarh (UP), May 13 
(PTI): The Aligarh Mus-
lim University Students’ 
Union (AMUSU) leaders 
began their indefinite re-
lay hunger strike late last 
night demanding judi-
cial enquiry into the vio-
lence on the campus over 
the portrait of Pakistan’s 
founder, Muhammad Ali 
Jinnah. The protesters, 
however, announced that 
they would not disrupt 
the holding of annual and 
entrance examinations 
that began yesterday.

Today, the protesters 
allowed the opening of 
the main AMU gate, Baab-
e-Syed, which had been 
locked for the past 11 days 
to facilitate the movement 
of those students who are 

appearing in the engi-
neering entrance.

Earlier, several AMU 
students sat on an in-
definite dharna after a 
clash with the police on 
May 2 when they were 
demanding action against 
the right-wing Hindu ac-
tivists, who had entered 
the campus and shouted 
slogans against Jinnah’s 
portrait.

They are asking for a 
judicial probe into the al-
leged police inaction and 
the manner in which the 
row erupted after Bharati-
ya Janata Party MP Satish 
Gautam had objected to 
the portrait in the stu-
dents’ union office.

Meanwhile, former 
AMU vice-chancellor Lt 

Gen. (retd) Zameer Ud-
din Shah alleged today 
that the recent attack 
by armed goons at the 
AMU campus, even while 
former vice president Ha-
mid Ansari was visiting 
the campus, was “actu-
ally an attempt to target 
Ansari by forces inimical 
to him”.

The incident which 
took place on May 2, was 
not concerning Jinnah’s 
portrait on AMU premis-
es, he said in a statement 
here.

Ansari had come to 
the varsity to receive the 
AMUSU life membership 
and deliver a lecture on 
the topic: ‘Failure of India 
to Establish a Pluralistic 
Society’.

N e w  D e l h i ,  M a y  1 3 
(IANS): Hitting out at 
former Union Finance 
Minister P. Chidambaram 
over a disproportionate 
assets case, Defence Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman 
on Sunday said it was the 
Congress’ “Nawaz Sharif 
moment” and wondered 
if party President Rahul 
Gandhi will probe the 
matter against one of his 
senior colleagues.

“For some time now, 
we have been hearing a 
lot of action by the In-
come Tax authorities 
against Chidambaram 
and his family. In India, 
for the Congress, this is 
the Nawaz Sharif mo-
ment,” Sitharaman told 
the media here. 

Citing media reports 
on the I-T Department’s 
chargesheet against the 
Chidambarams for non-
disclosure of assets held 
abroad, Sitharaman al-
leged that the family was 
under the I-T scanner 
for “immovable assets 
worth Rs 5.37 crore in 
Cambridge and property 
worth Rs 80 lakh probably 
elsewhere in that country, 
and also probably assets 
of around Rs 3.28 crore in 
the US”. 

She said there was a 
parallel in the Chidambar-
ams case with that of 
former Pakistan Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif, 
who was barred from 

holding public office for 
life by that country’s Su-
preme Court for not dis-
closing assets held abroad.

“In this (Chidambar-
am’s) case, the parallels 
are hard to miss. There-
fore, I am wondering if the 
Congress President -- who 
himself is also out on bail 
in a financial matter -- will 
comment and tell people 
if he is going to investigate 
one of his senior lead-
ers (Chidambaram) for 
not disclosing assets held 
abroad,” said Sitharaman, 
a senior BJP leader.

Sitharaman’s com-
ment came after the In-
come Tax department in-

formed a special court in 
Chennai that Chidambar-
am’s wife Nalini, son Karti 
and daughter-in-law 
Srinidhi didn’t disclose 
their foreign assets and 
investments while filing 
their income tax returns. 

As per the Black Mon-
ey (Undisclosed Foreign 
Income and Assets) and 
Imposition of Tax Act, 
2015, not disclosing for-
eign assets and invest-
ments invites a heavy 
penalty, besides a jail term 
of up to 10 years.

The Minister pointed 
out that time was given 
to people to disclose their 
assets abroad but still the 

Chidambarams did not 
comply. 

Sitharaman also spoke 
on Nawaz Sharif’s admis-
sion on Saturday that Pa-
kistan terror outfits were 
behind the 26/11 terror 
attack in Mumbai. She 
said that India strongly 
believed that the handlers 
of that attack were in Paki-
stan and Sharif’s remarks 
vindicated India’s stand.

On November  26, 
2008, 10 armed Lashkar-
e-Taiba terrorists sneaked 
into Mumbai through the 
sea and carried out co-
ordinated shootings and 
bombings in Mumbai, 
killing 166 persons.

which attack Dalits and 
minorities in India to Ital-
ian fascists, the Blackshirts, 
and stressed that such as-
saults on the existing social 
order should be countered 
ideologically.

He referred to the rape 
and killing of an eight-year-
old girl in Kathua in Jammu 
and Kashmir in January, 
which had provoked out-
rage across the country 

after members of the state’s 
ruling party initially ap-
peared to defend the ac-
cused.

The Dalits and the Left 
are uniting to fight them, 
he said at a discussion in 
Delhi on the relevance of 
Marxism in India and Asia.

Yechury said the es-
sence of German philoso-
pher and economist Karl 
Marx’s theory is not dog-

matic and not a formula 
that can be mechanically 
implied, but a creative sci-
ence. “Relevance of Marx-
ism is not lost but has be-
come even more relevant... 
That is why on the 200th 
birth anniversary of Karl 
Marx, The New York Times 
had come out with a head-
line saying ‘Happy Birthday 
Karl Marx. You were right!’,” 
he said.

On Marx’s relevance 
in India, Yechury said the 
challenges of economic 
exploitation, the rise of 
fundamentalism and the 
continuous attacks on 
constitutional institutions 
can be only combated by 
Marxism.

Quoting Hungarian 
Marxist philosopher Georg 
Lukacs, he said fascists suc-
ceeded all over the world, 
especially in Italy and Ger-
many, in “destruction of 
reason” and that is what is 
being witnessed in India.



London, May 13 (PTI): British Prime 
Minister Theresa May today made a 
plea for unity as she faces a major show-
down with her Cabinet over the nature 
of a post-Brexit customs arrangement 
with the European Union (EU).

She seems to be headed for dead-
lock as prominent Brexiteers within her 
team have rubbished her proposal of a 
so-called “customs partnership”, under 
which the UK would collect tariffs on 
behalf the EU after it has left the union. 

A second proposal centres around 
a more technology-driven system of 
minimum customs checks dubbed 
“maximum facilitation” which is fa-
voured by some members of the Cabi-
net over the other. 

But there appears to be no consen-
sus in sight for the British prime minis-
ter to progress on the issue.

You can trust me to deliver. The 
path I am setting out is the path to de-
liver the Brexit people voted for. I will 
not let you down, she writes in ‘The 
Sunday Times’.

Of course, the details are incredibly 
complex and, as in any negotiation, 
there will have to be compromises. 
But if we stick to the task we will seize 
this once in a generation opportunity 
to build a stronger, fairer Britain that is 
respected around the world and confi-
dent and united at home, she adds.

Her intervention came after ten-
sions in the Cabinet emerged into the 
public domain last week as UK foreign 
secretary Boris Johnson, a staunch 
Brexiteer, launched an attack on May’s 
preferred option for a post-Brexit EU 
customs partnership. 

He dismissed the proposal as “cra-
zy”, saying it would deny Britain control 
over its trade policy.

UK environment secretary Michael 
Gove, also from the Brexit camp in the 
Cabinet, went on to cast doubt over the 

proposal today as well.
“Because it is novel, because no 

model like this exists, there have to be 
significant question marks over the 
deliverability of it on time,” Gove said.

“More than that, what it requires the 
British government to do is, in effect, 
act as the tax collector... for the Euro-
pean Union...It is my view that the new 
customs partnership has flaws and that 
they need to be tested,” he added.

Keir Starmer, from the Opposition 
Labour party which favours remaining 
within a customs union with the EU 
post-Brexit, said as neither of the op-
tions were “workable nor acceptable to 
the EU” and, with time running out, UK 
Parliament must force the government’s 
hand by backing a “comprehensive” 
customs union. May has insisted that 
the final Brexit deal must honour the 
agreements in the Northern Ireland 
peace process and not create any hard 
border between Northern Ireland and 
the rest of the UK, creating the prospect 
of impasse over the issue.

Simon Coveney, the Irish foreign 
minister, dismissed the idea of using 
any form of infrastructure or technology 
to maintain separate customs regimes 
between the Republic of Ireland, an EU 
member, and Northern Ireland, which 
will become a non-EU member after 
Brexit.

Meanwhile, a cross-party group of 
former Cabinet ministers including 
former Liberal Democrat leader Nick 
Clegg and former Labour foreign secre-
tary David Miliband are trying to build 
pressure on the British Parliament to 
vote to remain in both the customs un-
ion and the single market after Brexit, 
arguing it is vital for the economy. 

Student organisations representing 
almost a million young people have also 
written to MPs demanding a referen-
dum on any final Brexit deal.

Jalalabad (Afghanistan), 
May 13 (PTI/AFP): At least 
nine people were killed 
and more than 30 injured 
when militants detonated 
bombs and stormed a gov-
ernment building today 
in a continuing attack in 
an eastern Afghan city, of-
ficials said. 

A thick column of 
smoke rose into the sky 
after two explosions near 
Jalalabad’s directorate of 
finance, the Nangarhar 
provincial governor’s 
spokesman Attaullah 
Khogyani told AFP, add-
ing that “a number of at-
tackers” had entered the 
building.

“Security forces are in 
the area chasing and fight-
ing them,” he said, adding 
that one attacker “is down” 
and the clearing operation 
was continuing.

“Around noon a big 
boom shook our building,” 
Qaisar told AFP from a Jala-
labad hospital.

“I then saw at least two 
armed attackers entering 
the building. My friends 
ran to hide and I jumped 
from a window.

“I have broken my leg 
and arm but was able to get 

out of the building. Some 
of my friends are still stuck 
there.” The body of a po-
liceman and eight civilians, 
along with 36 wounded 
people had been brought 
to hospitals in Jalalabad, 
said Dr Najibullah Kama-
wal, director of the city 
health department.

There was no immedi-
ate claim of responsibility 
for the attack.

Jalalabad is the capi-

tal of restive Nangarhar, 
which borders Pakistan. 
Some areas of the prov-
ince are a stronghold of 
the Islamic State group but 
Taliban fighters are also ac-
tive there.

It was the latest deadly 
violence to strike Afghani-
stan as militant groups step 
up attacks and US-backed 
Afghan forces intensify air 
strikes and ground offen-
sives.

The assault came days 
after suicide bombers and 
gunmen launched appar-
ently coordinated attacks 
on two Kabul police sta-
tions Wednesday, killing at 
least ten people.

April saw a series of at-
tacks across the country 
targeting voter registra-
tion centres as Afghanistan 
gears up for long-delayed 
legislative elections due in 
October.

The Taliban and IS have 
made clear their intention 
of disrupting the elections. 
Officials are concerned 
that a low voter turnout will 
undermine the credibility 
of the poll.

The Taliban recently 
launched their annual 
spring offensive, in an ap-
parent rejection of a peace 
overture by the Afghan gov-
ernment.

Operation Al Khandaq 
will target US forces and 
“their intelligence agents” 
as well as their “internal 
supporters”, a Taliban 
statement said in late April.

But the Islamic State 
group has also stepped up 
attacks in recent months, 
particularly in Kabul.

Nine journalists, in-
cluding AFP’s chief photog-
rapher in Kabul Shah Ma-
rai, were among 25 people 
killed in a double suicide 
blast claimed by IS in the 
capital on April 30. 

Kabul has become one 
of the deadliest places in 
the country for civilians as 
security forces struggle to 
keep the militants at bay 
following the withdrawal of 
NATO combat forces at the 
end of 2014.

Managua, May 13 (IANS): The 
death toll in ongoing anti-gov-
ernment protests in Nicaragua 
climbed to more than 50 with 
two new deaths reported from 
Masaya, prompting an appeal 
for peace from the Episcopal 
conference of Nicaragua (ECN) 
and the President.

Two young men were shot in 
the head while participating in a 
protest on Saturday, taking the 
toll to 54 in 25 days, reports Efe.

In Masaya, protesters fought 
pitched battles for least 14 hours 
with the National Police, the 
Sandinista groups and riot po-
lice, known as “turbas” (mobs).

“We are deeply hurt by the 
acts of violence and confronta-
tion that are taking place in vari-
ous parts of the country, particu-
larly in Masaya, causing injuries 
and death. We ask that all kinds 
of violence be stopped,” said the 
ECN in a statement.

President Daniel Ortega, 
who prefers live impromptu 
addresses, broke his custom to 
read a short statement, making 
an appeal “to put an end to death 
and destruction. May no blood 
of brothers be shed anymore”.

“Peace is the way and the 
only door to coexistence and 
respect for the tranquility and 
safety of all. We ask God to give 
us the strength to achieve it,” 
said Ortega.

His appeal, however, had no 
calming effect on the protesters 
and was criticized on social me-
dia, where many accused him of 
ordering a “student massacre”, 
since most of the victims were 
university students. 

The clashes had started 25 
days back over proposed new 
social security reforms and had 
continued to escalate owing to 
a severe crackdown by the gov-
ernment.

Islamabad, May 13 (PTI): At least 
seven medical students drowned 
and nine others were missing as 
a wooden bridge on a river in 
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir col-
lapsed while the students were 
taking pictures on it.

Around 25 students, in their 
early 20s, from two private colleg-
es in Faisalabad and Lahore, were 
taking pictures on the bridge in 
Neelum Valley when it collapsed, 
officials were quoted as saying by 

the Express Tribune.
The temporarily erected 

hanging bridge could not with-
stand the load of people standing 
on it and came down, tumbling 
the visitors down in the stream, 
the daily said.

Rescue teams have recovered 
at least seven bodies from the 
water while search operation for 
the rest is under way. 

The injured students were 
shifted to a local hospital and 

later flown to Combined Military 
Hospital (CMH) through army 
helicopters.

The students were on a col-
lege trip.

The Pakistan Army is assisting 
in the rescue and search opera-
tion. However, the extremely cold 
water of the stream and its strong 
current are hampering efforts to 
recover the persons, the officials 
said, adding that there was little 
hope of finding survivors.

Officials were quoted as say-
ing that the bridge could only 
withstand a maximum of four 
persons and had relevant warn-
ing signs for the purpose as well 
but the tourists still thronged the 
bridge.

Pakistan Prime Minister Sha-
hid Khaqan Abbasi has directed 
the deputy commissioner to 
speed up rescue efforts and en-
sure anyone responsible for neg-
ligence is brought to book.

Yangon, May 13 (PTI/AFP): China 
today condemned fighting on its 
border between Myanmar forces 
and ethnic rebels that has left 19 
dead, mostly civilians, in some 
of the worst violence to rattle the 
restive frontier in recent years.

The fighting erupted yes-
terday when ethnic-minority 
insurgent groups, who are locked 
in a long-running battle with the 
Myanmar state, attacked secu-
rity posts around Muse, a border 
town and trade hub in northeast-
ern Shan state.

A local resident told AFP she 
heard gunfire through the night 
until early Sunday morning, with 
fear gripping a town that lives at 
the mercy of both government 
militias and ethnic armies fight-
ing for more autonomy.

“We heard shooting the whole 
night until this morning around 
6:00 am. We do not know what 
was going on and who was fight-
ing,” said Muse resident Aye Aye.

Yesterday’s carnage, which 

also left at least 27 injured, was 
one of the bloodiest days in recent 
years in a long-running rebellion 
that is separate from the Ro-
hingya crisis to the west.

Fighting in the remote region 
in early 2017 sent more 20,000 
Myanmar refugees scrambling 
across the border into China’s 
Yunnan province, raising ten-
sions.

Today, the Chinese embassy 
in Yangon condemned the clash-
es and said it had urged “relevant 
parties” to reach an immediate 
ceasefire.

The violence “made peo-
ple from the Myanmar side flee 
across the Chinese border, and 
stray bullets have entered into 
Chinese territory”, the statement 
added.

Observers believe Beijing 
holds significant sway over the 
ethnic rebels near its border and 
is a key player in a faltering peace 
process steered by Myanmar’s 
civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi.

Suu Kyi placed the peace bid 
-- an effort to extinguish around 
two dozen complicated and long-
running ethnic conflicts across 
the country -- at the top of her 
agenda after she was elected to 
office in landmark 2015 elections.

But the effort has been se-
verely hampered by a surge in 
fighting between Myanmar secu-
rity forces and an alliance of rebel 
groups in northeastern Shan and 
Kachin states.

Saturday’s attacks were 
blamed on the Kachin Inde-
pendence Army (KIA) and the 
Ta’ang National Liberation Army 
(TNLA), which claimed respon-
sibility for operation and apolo-
gised for the civilian deaths. 

Suu Kyi, the first civilian 
leader of the former junta-run 
country in decades, lacks con-
trol over security policy and the 
still-powerful military, which has 
retained key government posts 
in a delicate power-sharing ar-
rangement.

Seoul, May 13 (IANS): South Korea’s 
presidential Blue House on Sunday 
hailed North Korea’s pledge to disman-
tle its nuclear test site.

Kim Eui-kyeom, spokesman for 
South Korean President Moon Jae-in, 
said in a statement that South Korea 
welcomed North Korea’s announce-
ment on Saturday to hold a ceremony 
for the dismantling of its nuclear test 
site from May 23-25, Xinhua news 
agency reported. The spokesman 
said it was an expression of North Ko-
rea’s willingness, not with a word but 
with an act, to keep on promise that 
Pyongyang made during the inter-Ko-
rean summit. Moon and North Korean 
leader Kim Jong-un met on April 27 in 
the border village of Panmunjom. 

During the meeting, Kim prom-
ised to dismantle the Punggye-ri un-
derground nuclear test site in north-
eastern North Korea and transparently 
show the dismantlement to the world.

Jerusalem, May 13 (IANS): A day 
before the opening ceremony of 
the new US embassy in Jerusalem 
that sparked off Palestinian pro-
tests, preparations in Israel were 
on in full swing on Sunday for the 
event.

US President Donald Trump’s 
daughter Ivanka, his senior advis-
er, and son-in-law Jared Kushner, 
as well as Secretary of Treasury 
Steven Mnuchin will lead the US 
delegation.

The Israeli foreign ministry 
said that 86 foreign ambassadors 
to Israel were invited to the open-
ing ceremony taking place on 
Monday. About 40 of them have 
accepted the invitation, Xinhua 
reported.

Four European countries 
-- Austria, the Czech Republic, 
Romania and Hungary -- have 
confirmed their participation 
although the European Union 
opposes the relocation.

At the start of the weekly cabi-
net meeting, Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu said 
the relocation would be “a truly 
historic thing”.

Thousands of police officers 
were deployed throughout the 
Jerusalem districts to thwart any 
Palestinian protests and riots. 

Additionally, police officers 
will stand in a “human wall” be-
tween the neighbourhood of 
Arnona, where the new embassy 

is located, and the Palestinian Sur 
Baher, the police said.

On December 16,  2017, 
Trump recognised Jerusalem as 
the capital of Israel, in a move 
that triggered new violence in 
the region.

The Palestinians want East 
Jerusalem as the capital of their 
future state. Following Trump’s 
move, they said the US cannot be 
considered as a fair peace broker 
in the Middle East.

Singapore, May 13 (PTI): The Sin-
gapore government is resolute in its 
commitment to Tamil as an official lan-
guage, Cabinet Minister S Iswaran has 
said, citing examples of it being used in 
parliament and as a subject in schools.

Iswaran’s remarks appeared in 
an interview published in ‘The Tamil 
Community and the Making of Modern 
Singapore’ -- a book on the South Indi-
an community -- launched by Foreign 
Minister Vivian Balakrishnan today.

“The government’s policy position 
and support for Tamil is clear. The rest 
is in the hands of the community, espe-
cially our youths, to embrace the lan-
guage, use it in everyday life and make 
it a living language,” Iswaran said.

“The ‘Tamil Language Festival’ is 
one way to achieve this by engaging 
and involving the younger generation 
and wider community in this effort to 
celebrate and promote Tamil language 
and culture,” Iswaran, the minister in 
charge of Trade Relations as well as 
Communications and Information, 
said.

The book has been co-authored by 
NRIs Soundara Nayaki Vairavan, editor 
of ‘Online Voice’ with five other books 
to her credit, and A P Raman, a veteran 
local journalist .

Tamil is one of Singapore’s four 
official languages used in parliament, 
in schools as mother’s tongue subject 
and supported by print and broadcast 
media as well as in all other officials 
events. It is also printed on currency 
notes along with English, Chinese and 
Malay.

The book documents early days of 

Indians arriving in Singapore, some as 
sepoys, labourers, traders, money lend-
ers, civil servants, among others.

The colonial government had been 
sending Indian convicts to Bencoolen 
in Sumatra since 1787 and to Penang 
in northern Peninsular Malaysia, since 
1790, according to the book.

By 1830s, Singapore as well as Pe-
ninsula Malaysia’s Malacca and Penang 
port cities became penal colonies un-
der British colonial rule, it pointed out 
citing scholars.

India had been the British rulers’ 
main source of unskilled labour and 
indentured labourers were used to 
build infrastructure and buildings in 
Singapore during the early days.

By nature, the South Indians, espe-
cially Tamils, were obedient in carrying 
out the orders of their superiors. They 
had little educational background and 
were ready to accept low pay and poor 
living conditions, according the book, 
which has references to a number of 
researches.

According to the book, as Singapore 
economically progressed after the co-
lonial rulers left, the Tamil community 
progressed along and became part of 
the prosperous society. 

The highest service to Singapore by 
the modern day community was the 
service of Sellapan Ramanathan, popu-
larly known as S R Nathan, who served 
as the sixth President of Singapore from 
September 1, 1999 to August 31, 2011, 
as other Indians have served and are 
serving as ministers, senior civil serv-
ants, other civic positions as well as 
business leaders in the private sector.

Islamabad, May 13 (IANS): 
At least 18 people were 
killed and 54 others injured 
in rain-related incidents in 
different areas of Pakistan’s 
northwestern region, the 
media and officials said.

Administrators in the 
country’s northwest Ba-
jaur Agency said at least 
10 people died and 20 oth-
ers sustained injuries as 
hours-long heavy rains 
and storm caused havoc in 
different areas of the region 
bordering Afghanistan on 
Saturday, reports Xinhua 
news agency.

An emergency has been 
declared in Bajaur and the 
Pakistan Army, the local 
administration and tribal 
people have launched res-

cue activities.
According to media re-

ports, at least four women 
lost their lives and 12 others 
sustained wounds when 
their vehicle slipped due to 
heavy rain and hit a mili-
tary truck in Lower Dir area 
of northwest Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa province.

Two separate road ac-
cidents in different regions 
of northwest Swat district 
and Khyber Agency killed 
two persons and left 22 
others injured in heavy rain 
and storm.

Two women lost their 
lives when the roof of 
their house collapsed in 
the northwest Mohmand 
Agency tribal region, the 
reports said.
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A protestor uses a T-shirt as a makeshift mask to protect against tear gas as protestors clash with riot police and government 
supporters in the Monimbo district of Masaya in Nicaragua, Saturday May 12 2018. 

AP/PTI

Smoke rises from the site of a deadly militant attack on a government building that killed at least nine 
people, in Jalalabad, east of Kabul, Afghanistan, Sunday, May 13, 2018. 
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Kelly Rowland’s impromptu collaboration with Stevie Wonder
Singer Kelly Rowland had a fourth wedding anniversary to remember after joining 
legendary singer Stevie Wonder onstage for an impromptu collaboration. Wonder 
celebrated his 68th birthday a few days early on May 9, when he staged a show, 
dubbed “The Stevie Wonder Song Party: A Celebration of Life, Love and Music”, 
in a club here. A number of celebrities were in the audience for the set, including 
Rowland and her husband Tim Weatherspoon, who were toasting their anniver-
sary.  Wonder, who turned 68 on Sunday, ended up calling on Rowland and fellow 
singer Jessie J to join him in the limelight, as well as actor-rapper Donald Glover, 
also known as Childish Gambino, to perform his song classic “Superstition”, reports 
aceshowbiz.com.  (IANS)
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HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

I
t was a historic moment 
as Hollywood star Cate 
Blanchett, this year’s 
president of the Cannes 
Film Festival jury, led a 

women’s march up the stairs of 
the iconic Palais des Festivals 
theatre to promote equality for 
women at the French Riviera. 

The demonstration assem-
bled major Hollywood stars, 
including Salma Hayek, Kristen 
Stewart, Jane Fonda, Marion 
Cotillard, Lea Seydoux, Ava 
DuVernay, Patty Jenkins, Sofia 
Boutella and other directors 
and industry executives.

“As women, we all face our 
own unique chal-

lenges, but we stand together 
on these stairs today as a sym-
bol of our determination and 
commitment to progress. 

“We will demand that our 
workplaces are diverse and 
equitable so that they can best 
reflect the world in which we 
actually live a world that allows 
all of us behind and in front of 
the camera to thrive shoulder 
to shoulder with our male col-
leagues. We acknowledge all of 
the women and men who are 
standing for change,” Blanchett 
said.

Agnes Varda, the legendary 
French film director of “Faces 
Places,” added, “The stairs of 

our industry 

must be accessible to all. Let’s 
climb.” 

Total of 82 women were 
part of the protest. The number 
of participants was deliberate. 
Since the launch of the Cannes 
Film Festival, only 82 films 
directed by women have been 
awarded by an official selection 
in competition, compared to 
1,645 films directed by men, a 
ratio of less than five per cent.

The march up the steps of 
the Palais was organised by a 
new movement called 5050 
2020, which calls for more 
gender equality and diversity in 
the French film industry. 

It preceded a gala premiere 
for Girls of the Sun, a Kurdish 
female freedom-fighters drama 
from director Eva Husson. 

Indian actors Nandita Das 
and Rasika Duggal 

also participated 
in the march.

PTI

Cate Blanchett leads women march, 
demands parity at Cannes Film Festival

A
ctress and former 
beauty queen Aish-
warya Rai Bachchan 
made a colourful 
statement with a 

dramatic ‘butterfly’ gown by Dubai-
based designer Michael Cinco for 
her first red carpet appearance at the 
71st Cannes Film Festival here on 

Saturday.
Aishwarya, who clocks her 

17th year at the film jamboree 
this time as L’Oreal Paris 

brand ambassador, took 
a confident walk with 

the exquisite three 
meter train trail-

ing behind and 
catching the 

attention 
of the 

crowd.
She walked the red carpet for the 

premiere of Eva Husson’s French 
drama “Les filles du soleil”, starring 
Iranian actress Golshifteh Farahani.

With her lips accentuated by a 
scarlet shade, and eyes done up with 
a smoky effect, Aishwarya kept her 
hair straight and simple with a neat 
middle parting. She kept her acces-
sories minimalistic with just danglers 
and a couple of rings.

In a pre-red carpet video shared 
on her newly launched Instagram 
page ‘aishwaryaraibachchan_arb’, 
Aishwarya is seen walking along with 
daughter Aaradhya who is dressed in 
a red ensemble. The actress is seen 
helping the little diva do a little twirl.

“Circle of life,” Aishwarya cap-
tioned the image.

Before she went for the red car-
pet, Aishwarya was welcomed with 
a loud cheer from the crowd. She 
waved out and signed autographs, 

apart from gesturing the tradi-
tional Indian ‘namaste’.

IANS

M
elody 
queen 
Lata 
Man-
geshkar 

was honoured with the 
Swara Mauli title by 
Shankarcharya Vidya-
narsimha Bharati Swami 
last evening here.

Mangeshkar, 88, was 
conferred with the award 
at her residence Prabhu 
Kunj at Peddar Road in 
south Mumbai.

Her sisters Asha 

Bhosle and Usha Man-
geshkar and brother 
Hridaynath Mangeshkar 
were also present. 

The music icon said 
she was touched when 
Jagatguru Shankara-
charya of the Math at 
Kolhapur’s Karvir, chose 
to honour her with the 
title.

“Jagatguru Shanka-
racharya had met me 
earlier at Kolhapur and 
had conferred the Swara 
Bharati. I cannot recall 

the year. Now I have 
been given the second 
title Swara Mauli, I feel 
honoured and blessed,” 
Mangeshkar told report-
ers here last evening.

“Every award is big. 
All awards should be 
accepted with love. I feel 
happy to receive this 
award,” she added.

The veteran singer 
has several awards to her 
credit in her over seven-
decade-long career, 
including three National 

Awards.
Mangeshkar was 

awarded the Bharat 
Ratna, the highest civil-
ian award in the country, 
in 2001 - the second 
vocalist, after MS Sub-
bulakshmi to receive the 
honour.

Bhosle lavished 
praise on her elder 
sibling. 

“I am very happy and 
proud of her, there is no 
one like her,” she said.

PTI

A
lobo Naga is 
currently in 
Uttar Pradesh 
for his first 
phase of Kini 

Tour, an album promo-
tional tour across the 
country. Lucknow city 
got to experience Naga’s 
music for the first time 
on Wed. May 9 at Urban 
Qettle and another gig at 
The Ranch on Fri. May 
11. 

Alobo Naga updated 
on his facebook page “it 
amazes me how small 
the world has become 
because of internet. Was 
performing my first show 
at Lucknow last night not 
knowing what to expect 
or how they would react 
to my music because it 
was totally a new audi-
ence, not even one single 
familiar face or any North 
eastern in the crowd. I 
was doing my usual set, 

mixing few covers with 
my originals. Suddenly 
when I was doing covers, 
I started getting request 
of my originals - like Last 
Train, Song for Aiko and 
even my old songs like 
“It’s alright” from the 
crowd ... Feels so good 
when people prefer 
originals over covers 

and to top it all, I was 
so surprised they knew 
my songs”, maintained a 
press note. 

Naga is currently in 
Goa for the last gig of  
‘Kini Tour’ performing 
on May 14. “After taking 
break for a month, the 
second phase will resume 
on June 15” stated the 

press note. 
In the first phase of 

Naga’s ‘Kini Tour’ he has 
covered cities like Pune, 
Mumbai, Thimphu 
(Bhutan), Delhi, Luc-
know, Gangtok, Siliguri, 
Diphu, Imphal, Senapati, 
Kohima, Churachandpur, 
Ukhrul to name a few.

EMN

M
egastar Amitabh 
Bachchan says 
he went to watch 
the latest Marvel 
Studios’ movie 

“Avengers: Infinity War”, which he 
failed to understand.

The 75-year-old cine icon 
tweeted on Sunday: “Okay brother, 
don’t feel bad. Went to watch a film 
called ‘Avengers’, but didn’t under-
stand what was happening in the 
movie.” Directed by Anthony and 
Joe Russo, “Avengers: Infinity War” is 
the 19th film in the Marvel Cin-
ematic Universe. 

The superhero film revolves 
around Iron Man, Thor, the Hulk, 
Spider-Man, Dr. Strange and the rest 

of the Avengers who unite to battle 
their most powerful enemy Thanos. 

It has an ensemble cast com-
prising actors like Robert Downey 
Jr., Josh Brolin, Chris Hemsworth, 
Chris Evans, Mark Ruffalo, Scarlett 

Johansson, Samuel L. Jackson, Chris 
Pratt, Zoe Saldana, Dave Bautista, 
Don Cheadle, Sebastian Stan, Eliza-
beth Olsen, Tom Holland, Benedict 
Cumberbatch and Tom Hiddleston.

IANS

Aishwarya Rai steps 
out in butterfly gown at 
Cannes Film Festival

Lata Mangeshkar conferred with Swara Mauli award

Alobo Naga takes Kini tour to Lucknow 

Big B didn’t understand ‘Avengers: Infinity War’

(From left) Kristen Stewart, Lea Seydoux, Khadja Nin, Ava DuVernay, Cate Blanchett, Agnes Varda and Celine Sciamma walk the 
red carpet to protest the lack of female filmmakers honored throughout the history of the Cannes Film Festival on Saturday.  

 Loic Venance/AFP



Sydney, May 11 (IANS): A team 
of Australian scientists has made 
great strides towards building 
the the world’s first quantum 
computer, using mostly stan-
dard silicon technology. The 
team is led by 50-year-old Mi-
chelle Simmons, a mother of 
three.

It is believed that the quan-
tum computing technology 
could help address major global 
challenges like climate change 
and understanding complex 
diseases such as cancer. 

“We’re hoping to actually 
build computers here in Aus-
tralia that will be able to do 
calculations in real time that 
would otherwise take thousands 
of years,” Simmons, Professor at 
University of New South Wales 
(UNSW) Sydney, said in state-
ment. 

The winner of the coveted 
2018 Australian of the Year award 
leads a team of more than 200 
researchers at eight universities 
across the country developing 
a cache of quantum computing 
technologies. 

In the quantum world, every 
time a quantum bit (qubit) is 
added, the amount of informa-
tion is doubled.

“If I can get to 300 qubits, 
there’s a prediction that it’s more 

than all the atoms in the uni-
verse working together as a cal-
culation,” Simmons said, adding 
that her team is the only one in 
the world that can manipulate 
individual atoms to make atomi-
cally precise electronic devices.

The progress made by the 
UNSW research programme has 
been possible to a great extent 
due to its focus on silicon, which 
is industrially-compatible and 
forms the basis for the exist-
ing computer and electronics 
industry.

The team focuses on mak-
ing qubits out of single atoms of 
phosphorus or quantum dots in 

silicon. 
In 2017, the British-born 

Simmons established Australia’s 
first quantum computing com-
pany, Silicon Quantum Comput-
ing (SQC), to develop, by 2022, a 
10-qubit prototype silicon quan-
tum integrated circuit -- the first 
step in building the world’s first 
quantum computer in silicon.

The company is owned by 
the Australian Government, the 
Commonwealth Bank of Austra-
lia (CBA), Australian telecom-
munication Telstra, the UNSW 
and the New South Wales State 
Government. 

“To be able to create tech-
nology that can be useful for 
humanity, to be able to create 
technology that can solve dis-
eases, optimise weather patterns 
 — have all the implications to 
make the world a better place 
and understand the world — is 
what drives me,” said Simmons, 
who is also Director of the Aus-
tralian Research Council Cen-
tre of Excellence for Quantum 
Computation & Communication 
Technology (CQC2T).

In a statement released by 
UNSW in March, Simmons, said 
her team’s work is inspired by the 
late American physicist Richard 
Feynman, whose birth cente-
nary is on Friday.

Feynman is known for his 
path-breaking contribution to 
quantum theory -- especially 
its electrodynamics, which won 
him the Nobel Prize.

“Feynman said: ‘What I can-
not create, I do not understand’. 
We are enacting that strategy 
systematically, from the ground 
up, atom by atom,” Simmons 
said.

“In placing our phosphorus 
atoms in the silicon to make a 
qubit, we have demonstrated 
that we can use a scanning probe 
to directly measure the atom’s 
wave function, which tells us its 
exact physical location in the 
chip. We are the only group in 
the world who can actually see 
where our qubits are.

“Our competitive advantage 
is that we can put our high-qual-
ity qubit where we want it in the 
chip, see what we’ve made, and 
then measure how it behaves. 
We can add another qubit nearby 
and see how the two wave func-
tions interact. And then we can 
start to generate replicas of the 
devices we have created,” she 
said.

The team’s latest advance 
- the first observation of control-
lable interactions between two 
qubits - was published in the 
journal Nature Communications.
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Artist’s conception of LISA spacecraft. (wikipedia)

SpaceX set for over 300 
missions in 5 years — Musk

German scientists decode 
Stone Age hepatitis B virus

Meet the woman leading race to build world’s first quantum computer

Want faster data and a cleaner planet? Start mining asteroids

San Francisco, May 13 (IANS): After 
an updated version of the SpaceX 
Falcon 9 rocket lifted off from Flor-
ida’s Cape Canaveral carrying Ban-
gladesh’s first communications 
satellite into orbit, its Founder and 
CEO Elon Musk on Sunday said his 
company is set for over 300 missions 
in five years.

The “Block 5” booster, the final 
substantial upgrade to SpaceX’s Fal-
con 9 launch vehicle, was launched 
from NASA’s Kennedy Space Centre 
on its maiden flight on Friday.

The rocket’s first stage was suc-
cessfully recovered, landing on the 
“Of Course I Still Love You” offshore 
droneship, about eight minutes 
after the launch, at an unmanned 
platform vessel in the Pacific Ocean.

“SpaceX will probably build 30 to 
40 rocket cores for 300 missions over 
5 years. Then the Big Falcon Rocket 
(BFR) takes over & Falcon retires. 
Goal of BFR is to enable anyone 
to move to moon, Mars & eventu-
ally outer planets,” Musk tweeted 
on Sunday.

The “Block-5” booster is de-
signed to be capable of 10 or more 
flights with very limited refurbish-
ment as SpaceX continues to strive 
for rapid reusability and extremely 
high reliability,

“Rate at which things are getting 
more bizarre appears to be increas-
ing. In the future, it will seem bizarre 
that we used to crash rockets into 
the ocean instead of reusing them,” 
Musk added.

Falcon 9 rocket, aiming to bring 
astronauts to the International 
Space Station (ISS) in the future, 
came with many design changes to 
improve its reusability and reliability. 
Those changes may make engineers 
easier to refurbish its first stages for 
more flights.

The new rocket has improved 
its helium tanks submerged in liq-

uid oxygen propellant tanks in the 
second stage. The helium tanks 
were ruptured in a pre-launch test 
on September 1, 2016, causing an 
explosion.

The Big Falcon Rocket, or BFR, 
which will be used to explore Mars 
-- a goal that Musk hopes to accom-
plish by 2022 -- will be built in the 
Port of Los Angeles.

According to media reports, the 
LA Board of Harbor Commission-
ers gave its unanimous approval to 
permit SpaceX to build the BFR Mars 
rocket at a new facility on Terminal 
Island at the Port of Los Angeles.

The report said the new rocket 
manufacturing facility would be 
built on a 19-acre parcel on the 
mostly artificial island that’s part of 
the port. The facility would provide 
employment to as many as 700 
people, according to SpaceX.

According to Musk, the huge 
new rocket would be nearly 350 feet 
tall and span 30 feet in diameter. 
Last month, NASA’s next planet-
hunter, the Transiting Exoplanet 
Survey Satellite (Tess), was success-
fully launched on a SpaceX Falcon 
9 rocket from Cape Canaveral Air 
Force Station in Florida.

Tess is expected to find thou-
sands of new exoplanets orbiting 
nearby stars, including some that 
could support life.

London, May 12 (IANS): Scientists have 
recovered oldest viral genomes of hepa-
titis B virus (HBV) and found that the 
deadly virus has been circulating in Eu-
rope for at least 7,000 years.

HBV  — one of the most widespread 
human pathogens — is responsible for 
the contagious liver disease. Today, it 
infects approximately 350 million people 
worldwide and kills more than 600,000 
people a year.

However, its origin and evolutionary 
history remain unclear.

In the study, the researchers not only 
recovered ancient viral DNA from skel-
etons but also reconstructed the genomes 
of three strains of HBV.

While the ancient virus is similar 
to its modern counterparts, the strains 
represent a distinct lineage that has likely 
gone extinct.

It is also more closely related to chim-
panzee and gorilla viruses, the findings 
showed.

“Our results demonstrate that HBV 
already existed in Europeans 7,000 years 
ago and that its genomic structure closely 
resembled that of modern hepatitis B vi-
ruses, despite the differences observed,” 
said lead author Ben Krause-Kyora, from 
the Max Planck Institute for the Science of 
Human History and Kiel University. 

“More ancient precursors, intermedi-
ates and modern strains of both human 

and non-human primate HBV strains 
need to be sequenced to disentangle the 
complex evolution of this virus,” he added.

For the study, appearing in the journal 
eLife, the team analysed samples from 
the teeth of 53 skeletons excavated from 
Neolithic and medieval sites in Germany. 

The remains dated from around 
5000 BC to 1200 AD. The researchers 
screened all samples for viral pathogens 
and detected ancient HBV in three of the 
individuals. 

Full HBV genomes were recovered 
from these samples, two of which were 
from the Neolithic period, dating to 
about 7,000 and 5,000 years ago, and one 
from the medieval period. The Neolithic 
genomes represent the by far oldest virus 
genomes reconstructed to date.

Interestingly, the ancient virus ge-
nomes appear to represent distinct lin-
eages that have no close relatives today 
and possibly went extinct. 

The two Neolithic genomes, although 
recovered from individuals that lived 
2,000 years apart, were relatively similar 
to each other in comparison with mod-
ern strains, and were in fact more closely 
related to modern strains of HBV found in 
Chimpanzees and Gorillas. 

In contrast, the medieval HBV ge-
nome is more similar to modern strains, 
but still represents a separate lineage, the 
researchers said. 

M
ining aster-
oids might 
seem like the 
stuff of sci-

ence fiction, but there are 
companies and a few gov-
ernments already work-
ing hard to make it real. 
This should not be sur-
prising: compared with 
the breathtaking bridges 
that engineers build on 
Earth, asteroid-mining is a 
simple, small-scale opera-
tion requiring only modest 
technological advances. 
If anything is lacking, it 
is the imagination to see 
how plausible it has be-
come. I am afraid only that 
it might not arrive soon 
enough to address the ur-
gent resource challenges 
that the world is facing 
right now. 

As an academic re-
searcher, I work with 
several asteroid-mining 
companies to address that 
urgency. I depend on their 
funding, so there are trade 
secrets I cannot share. 
However, I can reveal the 
core reasons why I am op-
timistic about the business 
case for asteroid-mining, 
and what it will mean for 
our future.

Many people are skep-
tical of asteroid-mining 
because they imagine 
that the goal is to bring 
platinum back for sale 
in Earth’s metals market. 
Reporters repeatedly cite 
an irresistible statistic that 

the platinum in an aster-
oid can be worth trillions 
of US dollars, but anyone 
with an understanding of 
economics realises that 
bringing home a huge 
stash of precious metal 
would crash the market, 
reducing the valuation of 
the asteroid. 

On the other hand, 
if the plan is to dole out 
platinum in small quanti-
ties to keep the valuation 
high (as it is done in the 
diamond industry), then 
how could asteroid com-
panies compete with ter-
restrial mining companies 
that benefit from a mature, 
low-cost terrestrial supply 
chain and transportation 
network?

This is exactly why 
platinum is not the objec-
tive of asteroid-mining. 
Instead, the first prod-
uct from asteroids will 
be something much less 
obviously precious: water.

To rocket scientists, 
water is the raw material 
for propellant. Launch-
ing water from Earth into 
space consumes a lot of 
propellant, which makes 
the whole concept self-
defeating. Fortunately, wa-
ter is abundant in space, 
where it is much easier to 
move around. Water can 
be readily extracted from 
clay minerals in a com-
mon class of small bodies 
known as carbonaceous 
asteroids. Once separated 
from the minerals, the 
water can then be split by 
electricity (a process called 

electrolysis) into hydrogen 
and oxygen to make rocket 
propellant – the key ingre-
dients of rocket fuel.

Using rocket propel-
lant produced in space will 
reduce the cost of doing 
everything else in space, 
initiating a virtuous cycle 
for the off-Earth supply 
chain and transportation 
network. Before that can 
happen, though, we must 
find the customers who 
can get the whole process 
started.

Who will buy rocket 
fuel made from asteroid 
water? One concept is to 
sell it to telecommuni-
cations companies for 
boosting satellites into 

orbit. A decade ago, most 
satellites were launched 
with a small upper-stage 
rocket attached. The rock-
et initially lofts the satellite 
into geostationary transfer 
orbit, a highly elliptical 
orbit having perigee (the 
low point) just a few hun-
dred kilometres above the 
Earth’s surface, and apo-
gee (the high point) about 
36,000 kilometres higher. 
The spacecraft coasts to 
apogee, where the rocket 
fires and circularises the 
orbit so that the satellite 
can begin selling data to 
customers. The cost of the 
disposable upper-stage 
rocket is very high, how-
ever.

Today, most satellite 
owners place a lightweight 
electric thruster on the 
spacecraft instead. Such 
thrusters are cheaper and 
more efficient, but very 
weak. It takes six to 12 
months for satellites to 
reach final orbit. Time is 
money, so this delay still 
costs the satellite-owners 
hundreds of millions of 
dollars in lost revenues.

Asteroid-mining will 
provide a third option. 
A mining company will 
sell water to an in-space 
transportation company, 
which will use it to refuel a 
space tug parked in Earth 
orbit. The tug will dock 
with the newly launched 

satellite in geostationary 
transfer orbit, and boost 
it to the final orbit quickly, 
within a day. 

According to our cal-
culations, the total cost 
for this service, including 
capital recovery, finance 
charges, insurance and 
profit for all parties, will be 
less than the lost revenues 
of the current method, so 
that means there is a busi-
ness case. The only con-
cern is whether there are 
enough early customers to 
get the service established.

Here is where the na-
tional space agencies like 
NASA can help. If they 
develop an in-space re-
fuelling depot to lower 

their costs for exploring 
the Moon or Mars, and if 
they give out commercial 
contracts for some of this 
space water, they will low-
er the capital investment 
and risk for the new min-
ing companies. In this way, 
government agencies can 
ensure the earlier success 
of private space industry. 
This is a legitimate role for 
government because tax-
payers will greatly benefit.

An asteroid-mining in-
frastructure could help to 
solve a major impending 
resource problem. Within 
a decade or two, the cur-
rent system of satellites 
and fiber optics will not 
be able to keep up with 
the demand for wireless 
and internet data. I know 
of no solution apart from 
building antennas in space 
that are too large to launch 
on rockets, because noth-
ing else scales up quickly 
enough to meet the data 
needs that will grow expo-
nentially through to the 
end of the century. Metal 
from asteroids will not be 
sold on Earth, where it 
would be too expensive. It 
will remain in space, trans-
mitting precious data down 
into the digital market.

Similar arguments can 
be made that generating 
solar energy in space will, 
by sometime this centu-
ry, be cheaper than gen-
erating energy on Earth 
through any known meth-
od. The energy might then 
be beamed to the ground 
via microwaves. Moving 

most of the energy sector 
into space will unburden 
the planet of the environ-
mental impacts of energy 
generation, along with the 
entire supply chain that 
supports it. Even wind and 
solar disrupt large areas 
of land.

Off-planet energy gen-
eration could eliminate 
one-quarter of the human 
industrial footprint by 
2100, by some estimates. 
This does not even take 
into account the exponen-
tially growing energy foot-
print of computer manu-
facturing and operation, 
which is terrifying from an 
environmental perspective.

Note that none of these 
ideas involves bringing 
asteroid materials back for 
sale on Earth. The real val-
ue of space-based mining 
will be to create a space-
based industry that ben-
efits all of us. The primary 
import from space will be 
massless photons carrying 
data and energy.

The important point 
our government leaders 
should understand is that 
investing in space-mining 
is a safe bet on our future, 
one of the safest they can 
make. NASA and the other 
space agencies will get 
more science and explo-
ration, plus greater geo-
political presence, for less 
cost than their current way 
of doing business. Saving 
the Earth and improving 
our quality of life might 
simply be side effects we 
get for free.

File photo of Elon Musk
Wikipedia

LISA can detect binaries from Milky 
Way’s globular clusters — study
New York, May 12 (IANS): 
The European Space 
Agency’s next-generation 
Laser Interferometer 
Space Antenna (LISA) 
gravitational wave detec-
tor can potentially detect 
dozens of binary files in 
the globular clusters of the 
Milky Way, scientists say.

Globular clusters are 
dense environments con-
taining millions of tightly 
packed stars and are effi-
cient factories for gravita-
tional wave sources.

LISA, which is expect-
ed to be in space in 2034, 
will be able to detect bi-
nary sources -- pairs of 
orbiting compact objects.

These binary sources 
will contain all combina-
tions of black hole, neu-
tron star and white dwarf 
components.

LISA will also be sensi-
tive to gravitational waves 
of a lower frequency than 
those detected by the 
Earth-bound Laser Inter-
ferometer Gravitational-
Wave Observatory (LIGO)

“LISA is sensitive to 
Milky Way systems and 
will expand the breadth 
of the gravitational wave 
spectrum, allowing us to 

explore different types 
of objects that aren’t ob-
servable with LIGO,” said 
lead author Kyle Kremer, 
a doctoral student at the 
Northwestern University 
in Illinois, US.

While 150 globular 
clusters have been ob-
served so far in the Milky 
Way, one out of every three 
clusters will produce a 
LISA source.

Approximately eight 

black hole binaries will be 
detectable by LISA in our 
neighbouring galaxy of 
Andromeda and another 
80 in nearby Virgo, the 
study showed.

The research, pub-
lished by the journal 
Physical Review Letters, 
is the first to use realistic 
globular cluster models to 
make detailed predictions 
of LISA sources.

The team used more 

than a hundred fully 
evolved globular cluster 
models with properties 
similar to those of the ob-
served globular clusters in 
the Milky Way. 

The models were run 
on Quest, Northwestern’s 
supercomputer cluster. 
This powerful resource 
can evolve the full 12 bil-
lion years of a globular 
cluster’s life in a matter 
of days.

Philip Metzger | Aeon



12 SPORTS
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Monday, May 14, 2018

CM
YK

Printed and published by Vimenuo Keditsu for Nagaland Free Press Society at Eastern Publication House, Circular Road, Dimapur. Executive Editor: K.Wapong Longkumer. TEL NOS.: 246001, 225507 (DIMAPUR), 2291977 (KOHIMA). FAX: (03862) 245558 (DIMAPUR) 
EMAIL: easternmirror@gmail.com | RNI No. NAGENG/2002/07906

FOR ADVERTISING ENQUIRIES: DIMAPUR OFFICE: 03862-225507 FAX: 03862-225525  EMAIL: easternadvt@gmail.com  | KOHIMA OFFICE: 0370-2291977 / CIRCULATION: TEL: +91 7085065125

Ambati Rayudu of Chennai Super Kings plays a shot against Sunrisers Hyderabad during their IPL 
T20 cricket match in Pune on Sunday.

PTI

The Hoffenheim players and manager celebrate at the final whistle after securing Champions League football next season.

Mohamed Salah

CASE PREMIER 
LEAGUE

Rayudu maiden IPL 
ton helps CSK beat SRH 

Nizams’ monopoly at top of the table ends 

Zenit coach 
Mancini quits 
amid Italy head 
coach rumours

Liverpool's Salah wins EPL 
Player of the Season award

Winged bug wakes up 
every 4 years to join 
FIFA World Cup frenzy

Hoffenheim, Dortmund qualify for UEFA Champions League

Pune, May 13 (PTI): Opener 
Ambati Raydu smashed his 
maiden century in the In-
dian Premier League (IPL) 
as Chennai Super Kings 
coasted to an easy eight-
wicket win over Sunrisers 
Hyderabad to virtually seal 
a play-offs berth here today.

Rayudu, who has been 
in great touch this season, 
remained not out on exactly 
100 which he made from 62 
balls with the help of seven 
fours and seven sixes as CSK 
chased down the target of 
180 with one over to spare.

The 32-year-old Rayudu 
stitched a 134-run stand 
with senior partner Shane 
Watson (57) for the opening 
wicket to lay the foundation 
of the comprehensive win. 
Watson, also one of the cen-
turions of this IPL, hit five 
fours and three sixes during 
his 35-ball knock.

Captain Mahendra 
Singh Dhoni remained not 
out on 20 from 14 balls as 
CSK reached 180 for 2 from 
19 overs. 

Rayudu carried his bat 
through the innings as he 
crossed 500 runs this sea-
son. He is on third spot 
among top run getters 
with 535, behind Sunrisers 
captain Kane Williamson 
(544) and Kings XI Punjab's 
Lokesh Rahul (537). 

The win by former 
c h a m p i o n s  C S K  a l s o 
snapped Sunrisers six-
match winning streak this 
season.

The Sunrisers, who have 
already qualified for the 
play-offs, remained on top 
of the table with 18 points 
from 12 matches while CSK 
are at second spot with 16 
points from the same num-
ber of matches.

Rayudu and Watson 
gave scant respect to the 
Sunrisers bowlers, touted 
as the best in this IPL, as 
they were rarely troubled 
by the bowling attack which 
had the likes of India pacer 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar and 
highly-rated Afghan leg-
spinner Rashid Khan. 

Bhuvneshwar had an-
other rare poor day in of-
fice, after the treatment he 
got from Delhi Daredevils' 
Rishabh Pant, as he leaked 
38 runs from his four overs 
without any success.

Rashid went wicketless 
and conceded 25 runs while 
Bangladeshi left-arm spin-
ner Shakib Al Hasan was hit 
for 41 runs for no success. 
Medium pacer Siddharth 
Kual leaked 40 runs from his 
three overs as the Sunrisers 
bowlers had a rare collective 
off day today.

CSK made a flier of a run 
chase, scoring 53 for no loss 
in the powerplay overs with 
Rayudu hitting Bhuvnesh-
war for two sixes during 
that period and Watson 
doing the dame to Sandeep 
Sharma (1/36).

By the halfway mark, 
CSK had galloped to 93 for 
no loss. The quick dismissal 
of Watson and Suresh Raina 
(2) gave a brief hope for the 
Sunrisers but Rayudu con-
tinued in the same vein of 

six-hitting spree while Dho-
ni gave him company till the 
end to ensure there were no 
hiccups in the chase. 

Earlier, opening bats-
man Shikhar Dhawan and 
captain Kane Williamson 
continued their top form 
this season as the two bats-
men struck fluent half cen-
turies to take Sunrisers to 
179 for 4 after being sent in 
to bat.

Dhawan and William-
son continued from what 
they had left in their last 
match in Delhi as the duo 
yet again scored the bulk of 
Sunrisers runs with a 123-
run stand for the second 
wicket.

The Sunrisers were slow 
to start off with just 29 runs 
in the powerplay overs and 
also lost the wicket of open-
er Alex Hales (2), mainly due 
to a fine spell of bowling 
by medium pacer Deepak 
Chahar who opened the 
bowling and had figures of 
4-0-16-1.

Even experienced play-
ers Dhawan and Williamson 
found it difficult to score off 
Chahar. 

At the halfway stage, the 
Sunrisers were 62 for 1 and 
with wickets in hand they 
shifted gears in the second 
half of their innings to add 
115 runs in the last 10 overs.

Ravindra Jadeja and 
Harbhajan Singh bore the 
brunt as they were given 
some treatment by Dhawan 
and Williamson who hit a 
few fours and sixes off them. 
Harbhajan gave way 26 runs 
from his two overs, while 
Jadeja leaked 24 from the 
same number of overs.

Dhawan and Willaim-
son then rained in fours 
and sixes as they added 68 
runs in five overs after the 
halfway stage to take their 
side to 130 for one at the end 
of the 15th over. The duo, 
however, departed in quick 
succession to give a twist to 
the match.

Dhawan was out in the 
last ball of the 16th over, 
bowled by Bravo and Wil-
liamson got dismissed in 
the first ball of the next over 
bowled by Shardul Thakur. 

With the departure of 
the two set batsmen, the 
tempo slowed down. Man-
ish Pandey continued with 
his poor form as he got out 
for 5 in the 19th over as the 
Sunrisers added 49 runs 
from the final five overs.

Dimapur, May 13 (EMN): 
Teammate edged past 
Nizams FC 3-2 at the end of 
Week 6 of the Case Premier 
League at Police Ground, 
Chumukedima on May 
12. Tsujkem of Teammate 
opened the scoring from 
six yards out through an 
assist from Aosanen. He 
then added to his tally by 
converting a cross from Tali. 

Nizams FC reduced the 
lead through a brilliant in-
dividual play by Akato who 
curled the ball with the out-
side of his right boot into 
the net. Captain Moatem-
jen increased the tally after 
an error from the Nizams 
defence. After the break, 
Nizams FC continued to 
press and but missed out 
on lots of chances. Temsu 
tapped in after a pinpoint 
pass from Sopei. With that 
win, Teammate are third 

with 11 points.
Case FC drew with Su-

per Strikers to take their 
tally to 10 points. Case 
FC, who needed a win to 
confirm their chances of 
qualifying for the knockout 
stages, were hampered by 
the draw. Case FC missed 
many chances in the first 
half.  Gaibi of Case FC 
scored to take the lead in 
the 20th minute. Right after 
the break, Inaka levelled the 
score. With the draw, Super 
Stokers registered their first 
point of the season; and 
Case FC either needs to win 

or draw their next match to 
qualify.

In the other match, G 
Sports outclassed Stafac 
3-0 via a hat-trick from Im-
liyanger. Imli opened the 
account within the first five 
minutes. G Sports contin-
ued to dominate proceed-
ings. Imli beat the offside 
trap to tap in the second 
goal. Just before the break, 
he got his third goal to com-
plete the rout.

Trinity maintained its 
winning momentum by 
blanking Natak FC 2-0. It 
was a must-win match for 

Natak FC to qualify for the 
knockout stages however 
they could not capitalise on 
their good start. Lipok vol-
leyed in at the 20th minute 
to take the lead. Top-scorer 
Viketo nearly levelled for 
Natak FC as he shot past the 
keeper only to hit the frame-
work. Trinity increased their 
tally after Lipok was tripped 
inside the D box towards the 
dying minutes of the second 
half. Imtiyanger calmly con-
verted the penalty. With that 
win, Trinity are now level 
with Nizams FC at the top 
of the table. 

London, May 13 (IANS): 
Liverpool FC and Egypt 
national football team's 
forward Mohamed Salah 
on Sunday won the Eng-
lish Premier League (EPL) 
Player of the Season award.

Salah, 25, returned to 
England this season after a 
spell in the Serie A, and has 
continued to earn awards 

for a stellar season in which 
he scored a record-tying 31 
league goals so far, reports 
Efe.

"It was always in my 
mind to come back to the 
Premier League, to show 
the people that say I didn't 
succeed here the first time," 
Salah said after receiving 
the award, according to 

Nongpoh (Meghalaya), 
May 13 (PTI): A tiny bug in 
a remote hamlet of Megha-
laya's Ri-Bhoi district is set 
to join the FIFA World Cup 
frenzy in June, much like 
the other residents of the 
village.

The winged bug that has 
timed its appearance with 
the football tournament 
has been fondly named 
'Niang World Cup' (Niang 
means insect in Khasi) by 
the people of Saiden village, 
around 4km from district 
headquarters Nongpoh.

The insect announces 
its arrival in the bushes with 
a distinctive loud whistling 
sound, just a month ahead 
of the FIFA World Cup, the 
chairman of Ri Bhoi Tour-
ism and Environmental 
Development Forum (RBT-
EDF), Plielad Tiewsoh, told 
PTI.

The residents of Saiden 
village have already started 
celebrating the reappear-
ance of the World Cup in-
sect, which surfaces every 
four years, Tiewsoh said.

"The villagers here have 
been witnessing the strange 
appearance of the insect for 
the past five to six decades. 
It emerges during the FIFA 

World Cup and stays till 
the tournament ends," he 
explained.

O r i g i n a l l y  n a m e d 
niangtaser (Chremistica 
Ribhoi), the winged bug is a 
sub-species of the Ciacada 
family found in South East 
Asian countries, S R Ha-
jong, the insect expert at the 
North Eastern Hill Univer-
sity, told PTI.

The female bugs lay eggs 
in the grooves of bamboo 
trees. After hatching, the 
nymphs go underground, 
feed off the sap from the 
roots and emerge after four 
years. The niangtaser un-
dergoes four mutations be-
fore growing wings, he said.

The insect shot to fame 
in 1990s when a group of 
local youths and elders first 
invited visitors to the village 
to witness the beautiful 
metamorphosis.

This year, too, the 
local people have 
organised a festival 
to celebrate the ar-
rival of the Cicada 
insect.

Hundreds of 
visitors are mak-
ing a beeline to the 
village to attend the 
fest, B Lyngdoh, an el-

derly resident of the village, 
said.

T h e  i n s e c t  s e r v e s 
as good fishing bait, he 
claimed.

The hunt for the bug has 
already begun in Saiden. 
The insect is cleaned and 
stewed and is sold in the 
festival area at Rs 400 per 
kilo, Lyngdoh said.

Hajong, however, la-
mented that the insect may 
face threats of extermina-
tion due to habitat loss and 
over-exploitation.

"The niangtaser is un-
der threat as the bamboo 
groves are being replaced 
by agricultural lands. More-
over, hundreds of people are 
out every evening collect-
ing the insect for sale," he 

added.

Berlin, May 13 (IANS): Hof-
fenheim moved 3-1 past 
Borussia Dortmund to en-
sure a berth in the 2018-19 
UEFA Champions League 
following the last round of 
the 55th Bundesliga foot-
ball season.

Dortmund on Saturday 
ensured a lively start to the 
encounter and kept Hof-
fenheim's defence busy as 
Raphael Guerreiro was a 
threat in the opening pe-
riod, reports Xinhua news 
agency.

Nevertheless, the open-
er was scored at the other 
end of the pitch as Dort-
mund goalkeeper Roman 
Buerki invited Hoffenheim 
with a poor clearance, al-
lowing Andrej Kramaric 
to open the scoring in the 
26th minute.

The visitors should 
have restored parity mo-
ments later but Andre 
Schuerrle was unable to 
hit the target with just goal-
keeper Oliver Baumann 
to beat.

Dortmund remained 
on the front foot after the 
interval as Marco Reus test-
ed Baumann. The German 
international remained in 
the thick of things as he 
equalised the scores from 
very close range in the 58th 
minute.

The hosts remained 
unimpressed though as 
Adam Szalai restored the 
one-goal lead after chip-

TEAM P W D L GF GA GD POINTS
NIZAMS FC 6 5 0 1 14 7 7 15
TRINITY SPORTING 6 5 0 1 12 7 5 15
TEAMMATE 6 3 2 1 13 10 3 11
CASE FC 6 3 1 2 12 8 4 10
NATAK FC 6 2 1 3 10 12 -2 7
G SPORTS 6 2 1 3 14 16 -2 7
STACFAC 6 0 2 3 3 7 -4 2
SUPER STRIKERS 6 0 1 5 6 14 -8 1

Liverpool's website.
Salah initially arrived in 

the EPL in 2014 at Chelsea 
club, but played a total of 
just 19 matches in a two-
year spell, after which he 
joined Fiorentina on loan.

He then went to Roma, 
first on loan and then on 
a long-term basis for one 
season, before heading 
to Liverpool for 34 mil-
lion pounds ($46 million), 
where he has helped lead 
his club to the Champions 
League final against Real 
Madrid, set for May 26.

During his first season 
with Liverpool, Salah has 
scored a total of 43 goals in 
50 matches in all competi-
tions.

Salah shares the EPL 
scoring record for most 
goals in a 38-match season 
with Alan Shearer (1995-
1996), Cristiano Ronaldo 
(2007-2008) and Luis Su-
arez (2013-2014).

The Egyptian still has 
an opportunity to break the 
record, as Liverpool are set 
to take on Brighton & Hove 
Albion in the final round of 
the EPL later Sunday.

Salah has already been 
voted player of the year 
by the Professional Foot-
ballers' Association (PFA) 
for the 2017-18 season, as 
well as winning footballer 
of the year by the Football 
Writers' Association.

Moscow, May 13 (IANS): 
Italian coach Roberto Man-
cini on Sunday reached an 
agreement to leave Zenit 
Saint Petersburg and make 
himself available for a po-
tential move to become 
head coach of the Italian 
national football team.

The departure means 
Mancini, who was appoint-
ed Zenit's head coach this 
season, becomes the top 
contender to coach Italy, 
which is rebuilding after 
failing to qualify for the 
2018 FIFA World Cup, re-
ports Efe.

"Zenit and Mancini 
have reached an agreement 
to mutually part ways. To-
day's game will be his last 
match at Zenit," the club 
tweeted.

Mancini, who has re-
portedly been engaging 
in talks with Italy to take 
the helm of the first team, 
is to leave Zenit after their 
final league game in the 
2017/2018 season against 
Khabarovsk.

Zenit were eliminated 
from the Russian Cup as 
well as the Europa League 
and sits in the fifth spot in 
the Russian league table, 
missing out on next sea-
son's UEFA Champions 
League as well.

ping the ball over onrush-
ing custodian Buerki five 
minutes later.

Julian Nagelsmann 
gained momentum and 
added another goal to their 
lead as Pavel Kaderabek 
volleyed home to make it 
4-1 in the closing period.

With the result, both 
sides exchange their posi-
tions. Hoffenheim moved 

to the third place whereas 
Dortmund slipped to the 
fourth position. Both have 
55 points each but Hoffen-
heim are ahead on better 
goal difference.

E l s e w h e r e ,  L u c a s 
Alario's brace helped fifth 
placed Bayer Leverkusen to 
beat newly promoted Han-
nover 3-2 and to ensure 
a berth in the UEFA Eu-

ropa League. Sixth placed 
Leipzig cruised 6-2 past 
hapless Hertha Berlin to 
book their ticket for next 
season's Europa League.

Newly promoted Stutt-
gart spoiled Bayern Mu-
nich's title celebration 
party and head coach Jupp 
Heynckes' final game in 
charge of the Bavarian gi-
ants as the former cruised 

to a 4-1 win.
Runners-up Schalke 

rounded off their season 
with a narrow 1-0 victory 
over Eintracht Frankfurt.

Werder Bremen came 
from behind to beat Mainz 
2-1 and Freiburg main-
tained their top flight status 
after downing Augsburg 2-0 
in the last round of the 55th 
Bundesliga season. 


