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Nurses presenting a songduring the celebration of International Nurses Day at Kohima on May 12.
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Mkg. police says woman 
arrested is district’s 
top drug dealer

Unsung heroes putting the needs of others first

Thunderstorm, squall likely in Nagaland today – IMD

High-voltage Karnataka battle ends, millions vote 

Exit polls predict tight race 
between BJP and Congress 
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 28° 20°

Agartala 31° 26°

Gangtok 25° 13°

Guwahati 30° 21°

Imphal 26° 18°

Itanagar 27° 19°

Shillong 31° 16°

Delhi 41° 27°

Kolkata 39° 28°

Chennai 38° 28°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 23° 13°
DIMAPUR 30° 19°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 6mm 78%
DIMAPUR Nil 92%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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TEMPERATURE

The sun, the earth, 
love, friends, our very 
breath are parts of the 

banquet.

 ~ Rebecca Harding 
Davis

World SportSEntErtainmEnt
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Stokes goes from MVP to Royal 
disappointment in IPL  |  P12

 Former Malaysian PM resigns 
as party chief, barred from 

leaving country |  P9

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, May 12 
(EMN): A 58-year-old 
woman, claimed by the 
Mokokchung police as the 
“kingpin” of a drug racket, 
was arrested from a private 
residence at Changtongya 
town in Mokokchung dis-
trict on May 12. She was 
arrested along with five 
others. 

According to ASI Sen-
tiyanger Ao, the special 
operations team (SOT ) 
commander of Mokokc-
hung DEF, the cops have 
been ‘tracking the kingpin’s 
illegal activities for years 

and finally got to arrest her 
along with narcotics at 8 
am today’. 

He said that after re-
ceiving a tip-off, the SOT 
set up a team of trackers at 
around 3 am. Later in the 
morning, as the cops lay 
in wait, four persons came 
to buy the banned drugs 
from the woman. The po-
lice team swooped in and 
arrested them all. 

The woman’s ‘male as-
sociate’ was also arrested. 
Mokkchung police refused 
to disclose the identity of 
the woman stated to be the 
“kingpin” of a drug racket 

in the district. 
It was informed that 

the police personnel seized 
“some gram” of brown sug-
ar, Spasmo Proxvon and 
Nitroxo tablets and cash 
amounting to INR 84,600 
from their possession. Ac-
cording to the police of-
ficial, she was selling the 
drugs concealed in small 
plastic cases used for stor-
ing tobacco products. 

All the arrested per-
sons as well as the seized 
items have been brought to 
Mokokhung Police Station-
I and further investigation 
is on, it was informed. 

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, May 12 (EMN): 
“In garb of spotless white, 
we dress/and purity of life 
express...with gentle hands, 
the sick to serve/attending 
all with heart and nerve/
from duty’s path we shall 
not swerve/ in danger’s 
hour...to help suffering hu-
manity/we live to serve.”

These are the words to 
an ‘anthem’ sang by a group 
of nurses during the cel-
ebration of International 
Nurses Day on the theme 
‘Nurses: a void to lead – 
health is human right’ at 
DBT Hall in Naga Hospital 
Authority, Kohima (NHAK) 
on May 12.

With at least 400 million 
people globally stated to 
be lacking access to one or 
more essential health serv-
ices, S Tiakala Longkumer, a 
‘nursing tutor’ at the School 
of Nursing (SON), NHAK 
– speaking on the theme – 
said the right approach to 
health system needs to be 
responsive to both local and 
national priorities and be 
accessible to all.

At the same time, she 
maintained that the princi-
ples of health system based 
on the right to health are 
concerned with its out-
comes and processes which 
are transparent, participa-
tory and without discrimi-
nation.

Highlighting more on 
the theme of the celebra-

Dave Grohl’s lengthy 
instrumental solo song  |  P10

tion, Longkumer asserted 
that it was important for 
the nurses to know the right 
to health as an approach 
to healthcare stating that 
this particular approach 
to health system was evi-
dence-based and ‘an impor-
tant proven way of improv-
ing health and equity within 
a population’.

While pointing out that 
each person has intrinsic 
values and an expression of 
humanity, she maintained 
that there are numerously 
legally binding obligations 
related to the right for the 
highest attainable health. 

Therefore, she said nurs-
es have a critical contribu-
tion to make; need to make 
a decisive contribution ‘as 
they possess scientific rea-

soning, philosophical un-
derpinnings and proximity 
to the patient, family and 
community’.

And for the success of 
universal health coverage, 
Longkumer reminded that 
it is important to include 
forming and fostering part-
nerships with individuals, 
communities, policymak-
ers, government and oth-
er health professionals to 
modify the effects of the so-
cial determinants of health 
and to conceptualise health 
providers inclusive of the 
community to develop, in-
novate models of health 
service delivery.

Health services should 
be accessible, effective and 
people-centric while health 
workforce should be re-

sponsive and efficient, she 
stated.  There should be 
equitable access, assured 
quality, scientifically sound 
and cost effectively used 
medical products, Long-
kumer added. 

As  nurses  are  wel l 
trained and educated for 
maintaining the health and 
wellness of humanity, she 
said they are the key to de-
livering the best healthcare 
services. Towards this end, 
she called upon the nursing 
community to join hands 
in transforming healthcare 
and health system so that 
no person is left behind. 

“Let us join our voices 
together to be a voice to 
lead by supporting people-
centred approach to health-
care and health system and 

New Delhi, May 12 (PTI): Uttara-
khand, Jammu and Kashmir and 
Himachal Pradesh are likely to wit-
ness thunderstorm accompanied 
with squall, while parts of Rajasthan 
might see dust storm over the next 
two days, the IMD said today.

Thunderstorm over these hill-
states states and its subsequent ef-
fect on plains in north Indian is due 
to a new western disturbance from 

tomorrow. Western disturbance 
originates in the Mediterranean Sea 
that brings sudden rains to north-
western parts of India.

Thunderstorm accompanied 
with squall with wind speed reach-
ing 50-70 kilometres per hour are 
"very likely" at isolated places over 
east Uttar Pradesh, Assam, Megha-
laya, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, 
Tripura, Gangetic West Bengal, Odi-

sha and Jharkhand, it said.
"Thunderstorm accompanied 

with gusty winds also very likely at 
isolated places over Punjab, Hary-
ana, Chandigarh, Delhi, west Uttar 
Pradesh, Vidharbha, Chhattisgarh, 
Bihar, Telangana, north coastal 
Andhra Pradesh, south interior 
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Puduch-
erry, Lakshadweep and Kerala," an 
Indian Meteorological Department 

(IMD) advisory said.
Heat wave conditions are very 

likely at one or two pockets over 
Rajasthan, west Madhya Pradesh 
and Vidharbha. Several states in 
north India have witnessed erratic 
weather pattern over the fortnight. 
Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan have 
alone witnessed over 120 deaths 
due to thunderstorm and violent 
winds in the first week of May. 

Bengaluru, May 12 (IANS): 
A high-stake battle for the 
Karnataka Assembly ended 
on Saturday evening, with 
over 35 million voting in an 
election crucial for the rul-
ing Congress as well as the 
BJP and the JD-S.

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah said he was "very 
very confident" that the 
Congress would retain 
power in the only major 
southern state it now rules 
even as officials said about 
70 per cent of the over 5.06 
crore electorate had voted 
till 6 p.m.

Voting was peaceful by 
and large barring a few 
incidents of some non-
functional EVMs, missing 
voter names and proce-
dural delays, an official told 
IANS.

All three main contend-
ers for power -- Congress, 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) and the Janata Dal-

ensuring that our voices are 
heard in influencing health 
policy, planning and provi-
sion,” said Longkumer.

Gracing the programme 
as a special guest, legisla-
tor Keneizhakho Nakhro 
acknowledged the ‘selfless 
services of the nurses’ and 
said: ‘behind every good 
doctor, there is a great 
nurse.’

Stating that their choice 
of nursing as a profession 
was not by default as they 
are well aware of the sev-
eral hazardous challenges 
to performing their respon-
sibility, he maintained that 
it was ‘god who has made 
a beautiful destiny for the 
nurses to serve and care for 
humanity’.

Though at times ‘society 
may have failed to give due 
respect and reward their 
sacrifices and dedication’, 
Nakhro encouraged them 
stating that ‘there can be 
no greater satisfaction than 
to be there for the people, 
in time of their needs and 
despair’.

He also urged them to 
continue to serve with sin-
cerity and dedication.

In commemoration of 
the International Nurses 
Day, Rita Angami was con-
ferred with the award of the 
‘Nurse of the year’ while 
Hosavino was awarded in 
recognition of her sincer-
ity and dedication to her 
service.

Secular (JD-S) -- claimed 
they would win hands 
down.

Voting in Chikkabal-
lapur and Ramanagara dis-
tricts witnessed a record 
76 per cent polling, while 
the average polling across 
Bengaluru was 48 per cent 
till 5.30 p.m.

The BJP's Chief Minis-
terial face B.S. Yeddyurap-
pa was among the first to 
vote at Shikaripura in Shi-
vamogga district. He has 
claimed that the BJP will 
secure 140-150 seats and 
that he will invite Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi to 
his swearing in.

Siddaramaiah ridiculed 
him after voting on Satur-
day, saying the BJP leader 
was "mentally disturbed" 
and that the Congress was 
sure of bagging more than 
120 seats.

JD-S chief and former 
Prime Minister H.D. Deve 
Gowda, his wife Chennam-
ma and second son H.D. 
Revanna cast their votes in 
their hometown Holena-
rsipura in Hassan district.

"We expect a possibility 
of forming the government 
as we have done well to get 
a majority," Deve Gowda 
told reporters.

Polling in Bengaluru's 
Raja Rajeshwari Nagar seg-
ment has been postponed 
to May 28 following the 
discovery of voter ID cards 
and cancelled in the city's 
Jayanagar seat following 
the death of BJP contestant 
B.N. Vijaya Kumar.

In all, voting was con-
ducted in 26 of the 28 con-
stituencies in the city.

Karnataka has over 5.06 
crore electorate, including 
2.6 crore men and 2.5 crore 
women. A total of 15.42 

lakh voters, aged 18-19, 
have registered for the first 
time.

The highest number 
of voters (6.03 lakh) are in 
Bengaluru South and the 
lowest (1.7 lakh) at Sringeri 
in Chikkamagaluru district.

Polling was held in 
58,008 stations in 30 dis-
tricts, with 600 of them 
dubbed 'pink booths', over-
seen by women personnel. 
Over 1.5 lakh security per-
sonnel were deployed.

The vote count will take 
place on May 15. In all, 
2,654 candidates are in the 

fray, including 219 women. 
A total of 222 are from the 
Congress and BJP each, 
201 from JD-S, 1,155 In-
dependents and 800 from 
other national, regional 
and fringe parties. About 
450 contestants are in the 
battle from Bengaluru.

Siddaramaiah is con-
testing from Chamun-
deshwari at Mysuru and 
Badami in Bagalkot district.

BJP's Lok Sabha mem-
ber from Ballari B.R. Sr-
iramaulu, contesting from 
two seats including Bada-
mi and Molakamuru (re-

served) seat in Chitradurga 
district, on Saturday wor-
shipped a cow and visited 
temples before voting.

JD-S state president 
and former Chief Minister 
H.D. Kumaraswamy is in 
the fray from Ramanagara 
and Channapatna seats 
in the old Mysuru region. 
Yeddyurappa is contesting 
from Shikaripura in Shiv-
amogga district in Malnad 
region.

Siddaramaiah has field-
ed his son Yatindra from 
his hometown Varuna in 
Mysuru district.

New Delhi, May 12 (PTI): Indicating a 
tight race between the BJP and the Con-
gress, most exit polls for the Karnataka 
Assembly elections today forecast a hung 
assembly with the JD(S) likely to play the 
kingmaker, but were divided on which of 
the two national parties will emerge as the 
largest in the House.

The exit polls run by Republic TV-Jan 
Ki Baat and ABP-C Voter predicted that 
the BJP will emerge as the largest party 
by getting 95-114 and 97-109 seats re-
spectively.

They put the Congress' tally at 73-82 
and 87-99 respectively with the former 
prime minister H D Deve Gowda-led JD 
(S) predicted to get 32-43 and 21-30 seats.

Voting for 222 of the 224 assembly 
seats in the state was held today. Any party 
will need the support of 113 MLAs to form 
a new government.

However, Times Now-VMR and India 
Today-Axis My India said the ruling Con-
gress in the state will emerge as the larg-
est party, forecasting 90-103 and 106-118 
seats for the party. They predicted 80-93 
and 79-82 seats for the BJP respectively.

If the India Today exit poll said that the 
Congress may get a majority, the Republic 

TV predicted that the saffron party may 
cross the half way mark.

Times Now put the likely tally of the 
JD(S) at 31-39 while India Today put its 
figure at 22-30.

News X predicted 102-110, 72-78 and 
35-39 seats for the BJP, Congress and JD(S) 
respectively.

India Today predicted the vote share 
of the Congress and the BJP at 39 per cent 
and 35 per cent respectively. The respec-
tive prediction by Republic TV for the two 
parties was 36 and 38.25 per cent.

The channels were, however, revising 
the figures as more data was pouring in 
this evening.

The Congress had won 122 seats last 
time following a split in the BJP, which 
was reduced to 40 seats while the JD(S) 
also got 40 seats.

Both the BJP and the Congress ran a 
spirited campaign in the state with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi leading the saf-
fron charge with 21 rallies, while Rahul 
Gandhi and Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
led the Congress' bid to ensure that it de-
fies anti-incumbency to retain power. The 
BJP has declared B S Yeddyurappa as its 
chief ministerial candidate. 

A DIPR report on Saturday informed that another resolution of the Political 
Affairs Committee meeting with tribe hohos held on May 11 was: The house 
requests the Nagaland Legislative Assembly to reconstitute the Joint Legisla-

tors' Forum in order to strengthen the efforts being made towards the peace process. 
Its original report on May 11 had not included this resolution. 

Addendum 
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NEWS IN BRIEF
RO convenes meeting
The Returning Officer of Nagaland, 1- Nagaland Par-
liamentary Constituency for bye-poll to the Lok Sabha, 
2018, Motsuthung Patton has convened a meeting on 
May 14 at 2 pm in the conference hall of the Office of  
the Commissioner. General observers appointed by the 
Election Commission of  India, political parties and 
contesting candidates to the ensuing bye-election have 
been requested to attend the meeting.

General observers for bye-poll in station 
The assistant returning officer (ARO) of  Nagaland, 
Limanenla has informed that the general observers, Dr. 
J Ravi Shankar and M Chakravarty have been deployed 
to the state for bye-poll to the Lok Sabha, 2018. Any 
queries related to election matters may be communicated 
at 7005928984, 9402053787 and 7630098858.

Medical board for Zunheboto dis-
trict instituted
In view of the forthcoming bye-election to Lok Sabha, 
the district level medical board of Zunheboto has been 
constituted with the following members for examining 
applications or cases received for exemption on medi-
cal ground. The board members will be led by Vekhoyi 
Chakhesang, addl. deputy commissioner as convener; 
Dr. CW Tungoe, medical superintendent as member 
secretary; Dr. Hoito Sema, deputy chief medical officer 
and one more medical officer to be nominated by CMO 
as members. It also informed that the medical board will 
conduct its first meeting on May 17 at 11 am at the addl. 
deputy commissioner’s chamber in Zunheboto.

Dimapur DEO convenes commit-
tee meeting 
The district election cofficer (DEO) of Dimapur, Sushil 
Kumar Patel has convened a meeting with standing com-
mittee of Model Code of Conduct on May 14  at 1 pm 
in the conference hall of  Deputy Commissioner. The 
meeting has been called in connection with the conduct 
of bye-election to the Nagaland Parliamentary Constitu-
ency. All the members in concern have been requested 
to attend positively.

Students of DBHSS and resource persons pose for the lens.

Students from Meghalaya and Nagaland seen here with members of the Bethesda Youth Welfare Centre in Dimapur.

A group of nurses sing a song during the occasion of International Nurses Day in Phek on May 12.

Dimapur, May 12 (EMN): Along with 
the rest of the world, Trained Nurses 
Association of India Phek unit 
observed the International Nurses 
Day under the theme “Nurses a 
voice to lead - Health is a human 
right,” on May 12 in the conference 
hall of District Hospital Phek. A press 
release received here on Saturday 
informed about the event 

Sharing significance of the day, 
Liasou Shupao said International 
Nurse Day is observed on May 12 
every year to celebrate the birth 
anniversary of a nursing founder, 
Florence Nightingale. The day aims 

to increase public awareness of 
nursing and nurses’ contributions 
towards health care.

Speaking on the theme of the 
day, general secretary of the unit, 
Velulu Vasa said that nurse is a 
challenging profession. Nurses can 
make a difference by transforming 
health care and ensuring their voices 
are heard in planning and health 
policy making decisions, he said.

Complimenting nurses on the 
day, senior specialist, Dr. Wethselo 
Tsuhah appreciated their noble 
services and sacrifices.  

He said beyond medicine 

and great surgeries, a caring and 
compassionate nurse can bring 
profound effect  and last ing 
memories in the healing of a person. 

“When nursing is pursued as 
a God given calling, there will be 
competence, commitment and 
compassion in caring and inspiring 
stories will happen at bedsides in the 
hospital,” he added.

Special prayer for the nurses 
was offered by Dr. Ngopelo  while 
Vepothilu and friends enthralled the 
gathering with song “We are women”.  
The program concluded with nurses 
anthem and mass prayer. 

Dimapur, May 12 (EMN): 
The peace activist from 
Kohima Susan Kulnu 
along with Ayekali Aye, 
Elivi and Lulu Awomi 
volunteers from Don 
Bosco College Kohima 
capacitated the students 
of Don Bosco Hibgher 
S e c o n d a r y  S c h o o l 
(DBHSS) and Christ King 
Higher Secondary School 
(CKHSS) on May 10.

D u r i n g  t h e 
programme at CKHSS, 
Kulnu spoke on “Peace 
and peace building”. 

She said peace is one 
of the most essential 
r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f 
humanity and a necessary 
pre-requisite for progress, 
d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d 
sustainability. 

She emphasised on 
the main objective of 
peace and peace building 
a n d  m o t i v a t e d  t h e 
students to understand 
the concept of peace, to 
think of peace, love peace 
and make peace so as to 
take up initiatives in one’s 
own home and locality, 
to transform a culture of 
violence into a culture of 
peace. 

 She added that peace 

Dimapur, May 12 (EMN): A group 
of bachelor and master social 
worker and psychology students 
from Meghalaya and Nagaland 
institutions had a debriefing 
session with the management of 
Bethesda Youth Welfare Centre as 
a part of their practical exposure 
programme on May 12 in the 
CCT conference hall, Walford in 
Dimapur. 

The practical study programme 
was of 75 to 10 days, an update 
received on Saturday informed.

A l t o g e t h e r  4 6  s t u d e n t s 
u n d e r w e n t  p r a c t i c a l  s t u d y 
representing institution such as 
Martin Luther Christian University, 
Shillong; Harding Theological 
College, Tura, Meghalaya; St.Joseph 
University, Sovima, Nagaland; 
Wi t t e r  T h e o l o g i c a l  Co l l e g e, 
Vankhosung, Wokha; and North 

East Institute of Social Sciences 
and Research (NEISSR), Dimapur. 

Some of the students also paid 
a visit the rural Bhandari area of 
Hayiyan, Liphi and Ruchanyan 
villages, as part of the learning 
processes and also fostering cross 
cultural relationship amongst the 
people.

 “Deep down in my mind, I 
was always on the impression 
that there are no longer chemical 
dependency problem in our 
society, until I got the opportunity 
to undergone a practical exposure 
program at Bethesda Youth Welfare 
Centre...the scourge of the twin 
problem of Drug addiction and 
HIV/AIDS is real and is within our 
own kitchen, it is a matter of grave 
concern yet most of us has been 
so complacent all these years” 
lamented one of the interns.

“ Walking in the rain for 8-10 km 
in a day in the humid jungle tract 
to in a strange land yet amongst 
the most cheerful and hospitable 
people of Ruchanyan village from 
Hayiyan village was a life time 
experience, sweet memories to 
cherish for the rest of our lives,” 
students from HTC, Tura said.

The executive director of the 
centre, WC Humtsoe exhorted 
the students to be diligent in their 
studies and utilise the lessons 
learned to the best of their abilities. 

He also encouraged them to 
be creative, self confident and 
become constructive citizens thus 
making our region more lovable 
place to lives in. 

Certificate of completion of 
the internship were distributed by 
the assistant director of the centre, 
Enoch Kithan. 

D i m a p u r ,  M a y  1 2 
( E M N ) :  T h e  d i s t r i c t 
election officer (DEO) of 
Dimapur, Sushil Kumar 
Patel has informed all the 
polling personnel under 
Dimapur district detailed 
for election duty for the 
forthcoming bye-election 
t o  t h e  1 - N a g a l a n d 
P a r l i a m e n t a r y 
Constituency 2018 that 
the 1st phase training will 
be conducted on May 15 
at Dimapur Government 
College, Dimapur.

 The training time has 
been scheduled from 10 
am to 1 pm for presiding 
and 1st polling officers 
and from 2 pm to 4 pm 
for 2nd, 3rd, and 4th 
polling officers. DEO 
has directed all polling 

personnel to attend the 
training without fail. It 
also cautioned that strict 
action will be initiated 
against the absentees as 
per the Representation 
of the People’s Act 1950 
and Conduct of Election 
Rules of 1961. 

Kohima: The DEO 
o f  K o h i m a  R a j e s h 
S o u n d a r a r a j a n ,  h a s 
i n f o r m e d  a l l  t h e 
government employees 
who have been drafted 
f o r  e l e c t i o n  d u t y 
t o  t h e  f o r t h c o m i n g 
Nagaland Parliamentary 
Constituency 2018 that 
all the trainings for the 
polling personnel’s viz. 
presiding officers, 1st, 
2nd and 3rd pol l ing 
officers, and additional 

Dimapur May 12 (EMN): 
Senior Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) leader,  K 
Medon Angami passed 
away on May 11 at Zion 
Hospital in Dimapur after 
a brief illness. 

H e  i s  s t a t e d  t o 
have served the party 
for 18 years in various 
capacities. 

He was the president 
of BJP Dimapur district 
f r o m  2 0 0 0 - 2 0 0 3 , 
president of Kisan State 
from 2003-2006, state 
executive member of the 
party from 2006-2009, 
state BJP vice president 
from 2009-2012, and 
n a t i o n a l  e x e c u t i v e 
member from 2012-2015. 

H e  w a s  s e r v i n g 
as the state BJP core 
c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r 
from 2015, BJP office 
construction committee 
convenor from 2014, and 
BJP disciplinary action 
committee convener 
from 2016 till his last 
breath.

State BJP: The BJP of 
Nagaland is grieved at 
the untimely demise of 
a senior party leader, K 
Medom on May 11. 

Lamenting over the 
loss of its leader, the party 

said the vacuum created 
by his demise would be 
hard to be filled.

“Hi s  p re s e n c e  a s 
a pillar of strength, his 
suggestions, advices and 
contributions in various 
w a y s  t h a t  h e  c o u l d 
muster during times of 
difficulties that the party 
had faced will be etched 
in the memories of the 
party workers and be an 
example to the young 
party workers,” the party 
said.

The party expressed 
tha Medom will be fondly 
remembered as a party 
leader who had been 
affable, kind, jocular, 
fr iendly to the party 
workers and of course, 
a leader who used to 
be grumpy sometimes 
during the course of his 
duty in several posts and 
responsibilities of the 
party he had held.

The party workers of 
the state BJP bade their 
last good bye with fond 
memories of time and 
shared experiences. 

 It also offered prayers 
for the departed soul 
and the bereaved family 
members.

B J Y M :  T h e  s t a t e 

Bharatiya Janata Yuva 
Mo r c h a  ( B J Y M )  h a s 
expressed sadness over 
the sudden demise of K 
Medom Angami. 

I n  a  c o n d o l e n c e 
m e s s a g e ,  o n  b e h a l f 
of  party,  BJYM state 
general secretary said 
the party extended its 
heartfelt condolences to 
the bereaved family and 
prayed for the departed 
soul to rest in peace and 
strength to the bereaved 
family members.

NCSU: The Nagaland 
C o n t r a c t o r s  a n d 
Suppliers Union (NCSU) 
o f  D i m a p u r  u n i t  i s 
saddened to learn about 
the demise of its advisor, 
K Medom. 

T h e  u n i o n  s a i d 
Medom was a man with 
humble nature, graceful 
and an inspiration to 
many.

The NCSU added that 
his death was a loss not 
only to family relatives 
and Angami community 
but to the whole Naga 
society.

The union extended 
c o n d o l e n c e s  t o  t h e 
bereaved family and 
paryed for the bereaved 
family and the decease.

Dimapur, May 12 (EMN): 
T h e  G P R N  /  N S C N , 
Ministry of Kilo Affairs 
has discharged Kitoli 
of Kahpur and Hovito 
Aye, ‘PO’ of VK town 
both under Sumi region 

from the active national 
service with immediate 
effect.

In a press release 
issued by R Sangtam, 
stated that Kitoli has been 
discharged on domestic 

grounds while Aye due 
t o  h i s  a n t i - n a t i o n a l 
activities. 

Further, the group 
conveyed best wishes 
to Kitoli in her future 
endeavour.

Dimapur, May 12 (EMN): 
T h e  N a g a l a n d  S S A 
Teachers Association 
(NSSATA) of Kohima unit 
reaffirmed its support for 
the ongoing 2nd phase 
agitation.

 T h e  u n i t  h a s 
expressed dismay and 
disappointment at the 
lackadaisical attitude of 
the government towards 
the genuine problems of 

the SSA teachers of 2010 
and 2013 batch. 

A press release from 
the unit president and 
general secretary stated 
that ‘the unit fails to 
understand why the 
teachers have to face 
humiliations, time and 
again, from their own 
department and state 
government.’

Pointing out that the 

SSA 2010 and 2013 batches 
were appointed as regular 
teachers according to the 
advertisement was clear 
and were entitled to all 
the benefits as other state 
employees, the unit said 
mentioned batch have 
been denied of their rights 
on grounds unknown. 

“We have suffered 
enough and are ready to 
fight for what’s rightfully 

ours,” the unit stated.
T h e  u n i t  a l s o 

reminded its members 
to adhere to the directives 
given and to be mentally 
and physically prepared 
for any action as and 
when deemed necessary. 

F u r t h e r ,  i t  a l s o 
appealed for support from 
NGOs, students’ body and 
the general public in the 
fight against injustice.

Students of Little Flower Higher Secondary School of Kohima (LFHSS) interacting with a boy who 
has been admitted at the Naga Hospital in Kohima. On International Nurses Day,  class 9 students 
of LFHSS paid a visit to Naga Hospital and distributed food items to the patients of the hospital—
an activity that was part of a school project for the visiting students. They also prayed for speedy 
recovery of the patients there.

Students hands-out 

building is an intervention 
that is designed to prevent 
the start or resumption of 
violent conflict by creating 
sustainable peace.

Ayekali Aye spoke on 
skills needed for peace 
building.   Addressing 
the peace club members 
a t  D B H S S ,  s h e  s a i d 
t h a t  p e a c e  b u i l d i n g 
consists of a wide range 
of activities associated 

with capacity building, 
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  a n d 
societal transformation. 
It is especially designed 
to address the causes of 
conflict, the grievances of 
the past and to promote 
long term stability and 
justice. 

 She also stressed on 
some of the essential 
skills for peace-building 
including critical thinking, 

communication skills, 
dialogue, mediation, and 
rapport building. 

The sessions were 
concluded with peace 
prayer and peace Anthem 
initiated by Lulu Awomi 
and Elivi thus, students 
were urged to become 
peace builders and to be 
more responsible in doing 
their duties at school, 
home and locality.

polling officers for VVPAT 
will be held at Kohima 
College at 10:30 am.

T h e  f i r s t  r o u n d 
training for presiding 
o f f i c e r s ,  1 s t  p o l l i n g 
officers and additional 
polling officers for VVPAT 
has been scheduled on 
May 14  while 2nd and 
3rd polling officers on  
May15.

2nd round training 
for presiding officers, 
1st, 2nd and 3rd polling 
officers and additional 
polling officers for VVPAT 
will be conducted on May 
19. 3rd round training 
for presiding officers, 
1 s t  p o l l i n g  o f f i c e r s 
and additional polling 
officers for VVPAT has 
been scheduled on May 
22nd while 2nd and 3rd 
polling officer (s) on May 

23.
DEO has therefore 

directed all the polling 
personnel to attend the 
training without fail. 
Necessary action will 
be taken against the 
absentees as per the 
Representation of the 
People’s Act 1950 and 
Conduct  of  Elect ion 
Rules of 1961. 

All  the concerned 
who have applied for 
exemption from election 
duty on medical grounds 
have been directed to 
a p p e a r  b e f o r e  t h e 
medical board at Naga 
H o s p i t a l  A u t h o r i t y 
Ko h i m a  ( N H A K )  o n 
May 16at 10 am. DEO 
further informed that 
no application will be 
accepted or entertained 
after May 16.
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Children of Wondang-Ki are seen preparing craftwork for Mother’s Day celebration.  EM Images

Duonthanman selling her items on the street of Kohima town.
EM Images

Tali Longkümer speaking at the first annual general meeting of Kohima 
Ao Telongjem on May 12.

Humane growth will lead to developed state Consumer rights activist attributes 
illegal tax collections for price rise

Celebrating Mother’s Day in a world of destitutes

Sainik School celebrates foundation day

Honouring mother’s love in a celebration of outpouring

Dimapur, May 12 (EMN): 
Retired IAS officer, Tali 
Longkümer, has ex-
pressed major concern 
for mental development 
of the people as he strong-
ly believed that Nagaland 
will be literally developed 
when both physical and 
mental development 
takes place together. He 
stated this in the context 
of Naga people talking 
much about develop-
ment but confined their 
rhetoric more towards 
physical development.

Speaking at the first 
annual general meet-
ing of the Kohima Ao Te-
longjem (KAT) at Molu 
Ki, Kohima, on May 12 on 
the theme ‘Befitting citi-
zen,’ Longkümer encour-
aged the Ao community 
to work hard and bear 
honesty in all aspects of 
life. 

A KAT press release 
stated that Longkümer 
had shared some con-
structive points on how to 
become a befitting citizen 
by encouraging the com-
munity on need to ‘Go 
beyond borders.’ To this 
he said, only being cul-
turally literate would not 
take the people forward 
but one has to go beyond 
the borders and exchange 

knowledge with others. 
Also pointing out 

that a befitting citizen 
needs to ‘walk the talk,’ 
he called upon all the Ao 
leaders to diligently work 
and deliver what they 
have guaranteed. Long-
kümer also stressed on 
being disciplined, honest 
and visionary goal setter 
as an apt citizen. Saying 
that without God there 
is no success, he called 
upon the people to fear 
the Lord and continue to 
seek for His wisdom to be 
able to lead the Aos and 
the Nagas at large.

Exhorting the gather-
ing, minister of higher 
and technical education, 
Temjen Imna Along, said 
Aos desire and talk about 
unity but lamented that 
no precise step has been 
taken for an absolute 
unity. He said the Aos are 
united only in principle. 
The minister was of the 
opinion that until the en-
tire community unite and 
stand together as one, 
they will never succeed. 
He has advised the Aos to 
be humble, seek wisdom 
from the Lord and intro-
spect to do what is right.

Stressing on some ba-
sic things for a cohesive 
community, Imna Along 

called upon the Aos to 
accommodate and have 
concern of each other in 
humility, saying God will 
be with such community. 
When God leads, success 
is apparent, the minister 
added. 

He further urged all 
the members to have a 
principle of integrity and 

to honestly work for a 
better community and a 
better Nagaland.

Senior leader and a 
prominent retired state 
government officer, 
Lipokmeren said the 
present society needs 
honest and sincere offic-
ers and citizens to change 
the land. Urging the KAT 

members to take the lead, 
Lipokmeren said the Aos 
should first change them-
selves and take the lead to 
change Nagaland. 

He also urged upon 
the elected legislators 
of the Ao community to 
unite as one irrespec-
tive of party and affilia-
tion and to work towards 
change and bring back 
the laurels of the pioneers 
of the soil.

Short speeches were 
also delivered by the KAT 
president Er. Talitoba 
Sanglir, and the president 
of Kohima Watsu Telen.

The house also nomi-
nated new team of office 
bearers for the year 2018-
20 led by Chiden Yaden 
as president, I Chuba-
lepzuk as vice president, 
Moameren Imchen as 
general secretary, Lanu-
sanen as assistant general 
secretary, Pangertoshi 
Pongen as finance secre-
tary, and Dr. Aochuba as 
treasure.

The programme was 
chaired by the office 
bearers of KAT, while the 
opening prayer was pro-
nounced by Rev. Yapang 
Walling, pastor KABA, 
and special number was 
presented by Ao Students’ 
Union Kohima.

Dimapur, May 12 (EMN): The Naga-
land Voluntary Consumers’ Organisa-
tion (NVCO) has categorically stated 
that consumers in Nagaland are made 
to continuously suffer from price rise 
due to several factors such as extortion 
at check gates by uniformed personnel 
and other organisations including the 
Naga Political groups (NPGs) in addition 
to levy being made in the name of the 
Goods and Services Tax (GST).

The NVCO’s President Kezhokhoto 
Savi stated this while speaking at the 
two-day training programme on con-
sumer rights and redress of grievances, 
organised by the Administrative Training 
Institute (ATI) on May 8 and the 9th.

According to the NVCO’s media cell 
Savi pointed to the government’s stand-
ing order dated June 22 2009, banning all 
‘collection of taxes’ by any organisation 
or individual including government de-
partments such as police, excise, forest 
and taxes department etc. It ordered that 
no collection of cash would be allowed 
at check-gates or in any part of the high-
way. 

Besides, Gauhati High Court had also 
passed an order dated 03.06.2014 disal-
lowing organisations/ federations/ un-
ions/ associations to collect cash on the 
highways. 

Savi alleged that despite of these or-
ders, the state government had failed to 
check illegal collection of taxes and con-
trol the prices of goods and services to a 
reasonable rate. He expressed concern 
that toll tax collection by the munici-
pal/town councils in the state should be 
stopped with the introduction of Goods 
& Services Tax (GST). He stated that the 
sole purpose and object of toll tax collec-
tion is defeated as the tax payers entitled 
to receive services in return was never 
done. 

Savi stated that complaint against 
unfair means of measurement especially 
butchers continues unabated. He has 
suggested introducing electronic weigh-

ing machine with consultation of expert 
department so as to avoid using of ma-
nipulated electronic weighing machine. 

Savi has encouraged every consum-
er to carefully check meat, vegetables, 
cloths or other food items before buying 
to ensure freshness, expiry date, labels, 
information of diets, weights, etc. He 
went on to state that consumers are still 
facing shortage of supply in LPG where-
as filled LPG cylinders are easily avail-
able in black market.

To address the grievances, he has 
asked all consumers to make use of 
alternate remedy by calling the state 
consumer toll free Helpline No. 1800-
345-3701 during office hours for queries 
and counselling of day to day consumer 
problem. He has asked to approach ei-
ther the district consumer dispute re-
dressal forum or state consumer dispute 
redressal commission as the last resort. 

Savi further pointed out that ap-
pointing party functionaries to the sta-
tus of cabinet ministers and ministers 
of state is simply ridiculous and violated 
the Indian Constitution at the highest 
level. He stated that the state governor 
must question such unconstitutional 
appointment in the state.

“Party workers and others who now 
does not hold any status in the govern-
ment being appointed in the rank of 
commissioner and secretary/ secretary/ 
joint secretary to the state government 
and Class 1 Gazetted to be associated 
with CMO without considering any ed-
ucational qualifications and others re-
quirement is beyond backdoor appoint-
ments,” Savi maintained.

He has advised the people to “wake 
up” in voicing out undemocratic prac-
tices prevailing in the state.

He stated that observance of World 
Consumer Rights Day on March 5 and 
the National Consumers Day on Decem-
ber 24 was to create better awareness 
among the consumers which is still lack-
ing in the Naga society.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, May 12: Or-
phanages across Naga-
land are going the extra 
mile to give a taste of 
mother’s love to orphans 
and the destitute who 
otherwise may never 
know what it means to 
have a mother through-
out their lives.  
Bright Morning Star
Orphanage, Kohima

The children of Bright 
Morning Star Orphan-
age in Kohima celebrate 
Mothers’ Day every year 
starting with a short fel-
lowship amongst the 16 
children and caregivers.  

Aleno, one of the 
founders of the orphan-
age, said this year the 
children handmade 
some Mother’s Day cards 
which were distributed 

to mothers around the 
neighbourhood. She said 
the highlights of this year 
celebrations will be pres-
entation of songs and re-
citing poems by children 
during the fellowship. 
Kohima Orphanage and 
Destitute Home

Every year the chil-
dren make their own gifts 
and present the mothers 
of the orphanage with 
flowers. This year too, the 
children will put up a spe-
cial programme where 
songs will be presented, 
which the children them-
selves organise. 

Before the pro-
gramme, the children vis-
it the grave of its founder 
“mother Zaputou Anga-
mi.” 

“We are one big family 
with over 90 children and 

on every Mother’s Day, 
the children take initiative 
in making their own pro-
gramme,” said Neibano, 
one of the senior caregiv-
ers of the home. 

With the motto as sim-
ple as “To be a good per-
son to all,” the children 
learn that the best gift 
they can give their loved 
ones is their time espe-
cially in these day and age 
of technology. 
Wondang-Ki charitable 
foundation

“We celebrate Moth-
er’s Day to show our love, 
gratitude and respect for 
the sacrificial love moth-
ers make for us. This was 
the expression of Mother’s 
Day that the children of 
Wondang-Ki charitable 
foundation in Dimapur 
conveyed on the eve of 

Mother’s Day.
“Thanks to Won-

dang-Ki charitable foun-
dation that we are able to 
celebrate Mother’s Day 
every year although we 
do not have the privilege 
to celebrate the day with 
our biological mother. 
We have no memo-
ries or faint memory of 
Mother’s Day celebra-
tion with our mothers 
but we do not feel any 
different from others be-
cause we are never de-
prived of this privilege as 
we celebrate every year 
at Wondang-Ki, which 
is marked with a special 
programme,” said Nzani, 
who has been there since 
the time the home was 
instituted. 

The children were 
busy with craftworks, 

Atono Tsükrü
Kohima, May 12 (EMN): 
Motherhood is an incred-
ible gift from God. There’s 
no love that can surpass 
the love a mother has for 
her children. The care, 
affection, and love of a 
mother for her children 
and relationship is noth-
ing like any other’s. 

As Agatha Christie 
aptly said, “A mother’s 
love for her child is like 
nothing else in the world. 
It knows no law, no pity. 
It dares all things and 
crushes down remorse-
lessly all that stands in its 
path,” a mother’s love is 
priceless, incomparable 
and immeasurable.

Mothers, affectionate-
ly called as ‘Azuo,’ ‘Oja,’ 
‘Aza,’ ‘Onyu,’ ‘Ayo,’ ‘Anyü,’ 
etc., in different Naga 
dialects, is the one who 
sheds tears of joy when 
she holds her baby for the 
first time. She is the one 
who transforms a house 
into a home and then a 
family. She works to raise 
her children right; she is 
a teacher and guide; she 
prays for her children 
who have gone astray; 
she places the needs and 

interest of her children 
and family above any-
thing else.

As the world cele-
brates Mother’s Day today 
– honouring the mother 
family, motherhood, ma-
ternal bonds, and the in-
fluences of the mother in 
the society, Eastern Mir-
ror spoke to two women 
vegetable vendors on the 
streets of Kohima.

Thirty-nine-year old 
Duonthanman and 40-
year old Neito are both 
mothers, who sustain 
their families singlehand-
edly from the small profit 
they make each day. As 
they tend to customers, 
their wrinkled, rough and 
aged hands indicate that 
life hasn’t been that good 
to them. Their hands 
show the telltale signs of 
hard labour.

Behind the smiles 
and gentle demeanour 
though, there is a story 
of love, heartbreak, pain, 
struggle, endurance, per-
severance, and hope. 

Duonthanman from 
Dimapur has been vend-
ing for more than 15 
years. She has been strug-
gling singlehandedly to 

meet both ends meet af-
ter her husband passed 
away leaving behind five 
children besides her aged 
in-laws. With no support 
from any extended family 
member, she has had to 
fend herself.

Talking to this Cor-
respondent, Duonthan-
man, who travels to and 
fro from Dimapur-Kohi-
ma everyday to sell local 
fish and vegetables, starts 
her day by 3 am and work 
till around 4 am. After 
cooking for the children, 
she leaves to collect her 
products and proceed to 
her destination.

When asked why 
comes all the way from 
Dimapur, which would 
be tiresome and expen-
sive, she said there was 
‘no space.’ She has to 
undertake the tedious 
journey to do her busi-
ness. After all the trouble, 
which starts very early, 
she hardly makes a profit 
of INR 500 and INR 1000 
on good days. 

‘Come rain or sun-
shine, I have to carry on 
my business as I have 
children and parents to 
feed,’ Duonthanman 

said. When asked how 
she manages the educa-
tion of her children, she 
said to take loan on in-
terest, which she repays 
monthly.

She recollected that 
once she had to take a 
huge loan for her son’s 
operation and though her 
eldest daughter wanted 
to pursue further stud-
ies, she regretfully said 
she couldn’t afford. Her 
daughter, she said, is 
working in a private firm 
and helping her somehow.

In spite of all the dif-
ficulties in her life, this 
woman is still very happy 
with her life as she said, 
‘I am grateful to God for 
my good health and God 
never gives a burden, 
which we cannot carry.’ 
She was also grateful that 
her children are obedi-
ent so far, can take care 
of themselves, and un-
derstand the condition 
at home. No matter the 
given circumstances, this 
woman always makes an 
effort to give her best to 
her children to be good 
human being first.

“As a parent, I care, 
love, protect and sacrifice 

for my children to be suc-
cessful men and women, 
and more so to be a good 
human being first.’

Another mother, Nei-
to, who has been vend-
ing for the past 10 years 
as her husband could not 
work, has nine children to 
feed, clothe and educate.

With teary eye, she 
said her husband was a 
drunkard and beats her 
almost every night and 
never brings home his 
earning, which are all 
spent on his drinking. 
Unfortunately, in an ac-
cident while working at a 
stone quarry, one of his 
legs has been amputated 
and was hospitalised for 
past nine months. She 
also narrated how her 
children seeing the plight 
of their mother asked her 
many times, to leave their 
father and go back to her 
parents. Even though she 
always feared of being 
beaten, Neito said she 
couldn’t muster the cour-
age and have the heart to 
leave her children.

Due to the circum-
stances at home, she la-
mented how she has to 
let her elder daughter 

leave her school to help 
her at home looking after 
her siblings. Neito leaves 
home by 5 am and comes 
home by 6 pm. 

While struggling and 
toiling to manage on her 
own, feed and raise her 
children, she was worried 
about the hospital bills. 
Yet, she is not disheart-
ened and was optimistic 
that God, in His own time, 
will make everything right.

Though life has given 
them so little, these brave 
women make the best out 
of what they have. They 
are the ‘Good mothers’ 
that are rare to find. There 
can be no greater love as 
they continue to sacrifice, 
endure and the will to 
live for their children as 
Sharon Jaynes said, “Suc-
cessful mothers are not 
the ones that have never 
struggled. They are the 
ones that never give up, 
despite the struggles.”

Eastern Mirror wishes 
a very ‘Happy Mother’s 
Day’ to all the wonderful 
mothers. May God’s grace 
and protection be upon 
you as you continue with 
the challenging role as 
mothers.

which they said they 
learned from Youtube 
to gift it to Wondang-Ki 
managing director, NT 
Kikon’s wife who is like a 
mother figure for them. 

“Although we were sad 
and oblivious of our fu-
ture when we first entered 
the home, with the chang-
ing atmosphere and with 
each passing days and 
years we have learned the 
meaning of genuine love 
and sharing each other’s 
happiness. Education is 
our priority and we want 
to continue the circle of 
taking care of children like 
us,” shares Nzani and Ab-
ale, who are both waiting 
for their results. 

“On Mother’s Day we 
usually spend the day 
together at Wondang-Ki 
with a programme and 
make sure that the Chil-
dren’s Day are spend 
meaningfully and any sig-
nificant day is not spend 
with depression,” con-
veyed Kikon. 

With all the children 
placed at private schools, 
it is not an easy task for 
Kikon to manage the 
21 girls. He affirmed his 
stands saying, “I know 
what I am doing and I 
know who is in control.” 
He firmly believed in the 
institution of education 
as he says, “Wondang-Ki’s 
priority is quality educa-
tion” and this main con-
cern is apparent with all 
the 21 girls doing well.    

Dimapur, May 12 (EMN): The Sainik 
School of Punglwa (SSP) has celebrated 
its 11th foundation day on May 12 with 
KT Sukhalu, MLA and alumnus of Sainik 
School Bhubaneswar, as alumnus guest.

The occasion was also attended by 
members of Old Boys Association (OBA) 
of Nagaland, dignitaries and parents.

On his arrival, the alumnus guest 
was presented with an impressive guard 
of honour by the senior cadets of the 
school. Later, he inaugurated the science 
and art exhibition of the school showcas-
ing the ingenuity, aptitude and creativity 
of its cadets. Various working models in 
different categories prepared by the ca-
dets were displayed in the exhibition. 

The lighting of the “Lamp of Learn-
ing” and release of school half yearly 
magazine “VYWOM” (Voice of Young 
Warriors of Morung) was performed by 
the alumnus guest marking beginning of 
the event. 

The school’s principal, in his annual 
report asserted that the school remains 
focussed on its objective “One aim, 
one goal NDA.” He said the school cre-
ated history this year as cadet Sumwang 
Wangsa (Adm No 494) successfully 
cleared his UPSC 140 NDA/102 NA 
Exam, SSB (Services Selection Board) 
and was placed in the all India merit 
list. He will soon join the prestigious Na-
tional Defence Academy. He will be the 
first cadet to join NDA in the history of 
the school since its first batch passed out 
in year 2013. The vibrant cadets of the 

school staged a cultural potpourri such 
as mime depicting voluntary organ do-
nation for a noble cause, cultural dance 
of Nagaland and Madhya Pradesh on the 
theme of ‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat’ 
(One India, Great India), group songs, 
western dance and special fusion dance 
by the tiny tots of Budding Blooms Foun-
dation School, a school which looks after 
the educational requirement for the chil-
dren of staff and nearby villages. 

KT Sukhalu gave away the Best Aca-
demic (individual) Award to cadet Nga-
cho Heche, Best Sportsman of the Year 
to cadet Mhademo Tsanglao, Best OLQ 
(Officer Like Quality) Award to cadet 
Sendemo Tsanglao, Best Cadet to ca-
det Sumwang Wangsa, who success-
fully cleared the 140 NDA/102 NA course 
conducted by UPSC, Best Academic Tro-
phy and the Cock House Trophy (Best 
house in overall) for the academic year 
2017-2018 to Patkai House.

Sukhalu has expressed willingness to 
extend support towards infrastructure 
development and other required for the 
progress of the school.

Stating that the focus of the state’s 
chief minister was development of 
youth, he requested the school to spread 
more awareness about the Sainik School 
Punglwa as desired by the chief minister 
so that people from interior villages of 
Nagaland could be benefited from the 
school especially the Eastern Nagaland.  
He encouraged the cadets to remain fo-
cus and join the armed forces.
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Guwahati, May 12 (PTI): Days 
after the Joint Parliamentary 
Committee (JPC) on the Citi-
zenship (Amendment) Bill 
visited Assam to solicit views 
from stakeholders, Chief Min-
ister Sarbananda Sonowal to-
day urged people to maintain 
peace and said his government 
would always work in their 
interest. 

The Bill was proposed by the 
Centre to make illegal migrants 
of six communities eligible for 
citizenship of India.

The 16-member JPC headed 
by BJP MP Rajendra Agarwal 
had visited the state from May 
7 to May 9 to elicit views from 
stakeholders on the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill, 2016, which 
was introduced in the Lok Sabha 
to amend the Citizenship Act, 
1955.

A key amendment in the 
Bill seeks to grant citizenship to 
people without valid documents 
from six minority communities 
-- Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, 

Jains, Parsis and Christians -- 
from Afghanistan, Bangladesh 
and Pakistan after six years of 
residence in India.

“People should not get agi-
tated as the JPC process for tak-
ing their opinion is on. We will 
not take any decision that goes 
against the people of Assam,” 
Sonowal told media persons 
here.

“I appeal to all to maintain 
peace so that unwanted situa-
tions do not develop in the state. 
I urge all to help and cooperate 
as we the people of Assam are 
collectively responsible for en-
suring peace and order in the 
state,” Sonowal said.

He said the JPC chairman 
had hinted that the committee 
would return to Assam to take 
the people’s opinion on the Bill.

“The people should, how-
ever, continue to express their 
opinion and speak their mind 
to the JPC chairman through e-
mail,” Sonowal said.

The chief minister said that 

before the JPC’s visit, it was al-
leged that he was not allowing it 
to come to Assam.

“When I got the Illegal Mi-
grants (Determination by Tri-
bunal) Act repealed, no JPC had 

come then. This time people 
have been given top priority,” 
he said.

Protests were staged against 
the Bill in front of the venue 
where the JPC hearing was held 

as people feared that it would 
breach the clauses of the Assam 
Accord.

The Accord states that all il-
legal foreigners from Bangladesh 
who had settled in Assam after 
March 25, 1971 would have to be 
deported irrespective of religion.

In the Bengali-dominated 
Barak Valley, a majority of the 
315 opinions submitted to the 
JPC were in favour of the Bill, 
and people carrying placards 
formed a long human chain in 
its support.

Leaders of the ruling BJP 
and the Opposition Congress 
supported the Bill, even as their 
counterparts had opposed it in 
the Brahmaputra Valley.

Following the JPC hearings, 
protests had broken out in the 
Brahmaputra Valley against the 
Bill. 

Students organisations like 
AASU, AJYCP, ruling alliance 
partner AGP and the pro-talk 
ULFA faction organised mass 
agitational programmes.

Shillong, May 12 (PTI): 
Meghalaya Chief Minister 
Conrad K Sangma today 
urged Union minister J P 
Nadda to accord auton-
omy to North East Indira 
Gandhi Regional Institute 
of Health and Medical Sci-
ences (Neigrihms) in Shil-
long.

Sangma called on the 
Health and Family Welfare 
Minister at his office in 
New Delhi and submitted 
a memorandum on the 
matter.

“According autonomy 
to Neigrihms would go 

a long way in accelerat-
ing the development of 
medical and health care 
in the state and region,” 
the chief minister said in a 
statement 

According to the chief 
minister, the Union minis-
ter has assured him to look 
into the matter.

Conrad Sangma also 
raised the issue of dere-
cognition of the MBBS 
course at Neigrihms dur-
ing his meeting with the 
Union minister.

“Nadda ‘ji’ has assured 
to look into the issue at the 

earliest and has assured 
me that the process for 
recognition of MBBS will 
be resolved soon as well 
as payments to different 
departments will be re-
leased,” the chief minister 
said.

The chief minister also 
said that the meeting with 
the Union minister was 
fruitful and positive. 

Neigrihms, Shillong 
was set up to provide qual-
ity healthcare services to 
the people of Meghalaya 
and the northeastern re-
gion.

Agartala, May 12 (PTI): The 
Tripura Tribal Welfare Minister 
Mevar Kumar Jamatia today 
urged the Centre to accelerate 
formation of an ‘inter ministerial 
modality committee’ to study the 
socio-economic, cultural and 
linguistic problems of the tribals 
in the state.

A team of the Indigenous 
Peoples Front of Tripura (IPFT), 
an alliance partner of the state 
government, met Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi and Home Min-
ister Rajnath rpt Rajnath Singh 
on January 8 this year before the 
Tripura Assembly elections and 
they were assured of forming the 
committee, Jamatia told PTI.

Jamatia, who is also IPFT gen-
eral secretary, said he had sent 
a letter on Thursday to Union 
Home Minister Rajnath Singh 
requesting him for an early for-
mation of the committee which 
was mentioned in the BJP vision 

document for the February-18 
Assembly election.

“Two months have passed 
since the state government was 
formed. I have written to humbly 
remind the union minister to 
form it,” Jamatia said.

The minister would soon 
visit New Delhi to seek union 
governments approval on a host 
of projects for developing indig-
enous communities and indige-
nous-inhabited areas.

The proposed projects in-
clude announcing three villages 
in Dhalai, Unakoti and West 
Tripura districts as ‘Heritage 
Villages.’ A proposal to develop 
each of these villages with an es-
timated cost of Rs six crore would 
be placed before the Centre.

“These villages would help 
boost culture tourism. 

Tourists would visit the vil-
lages and enjoy their culture and 
tradition,” the minister said.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, May 12 (EMN): 
The two day annual state 
level tribal cultural festi-
val held under the theme 
“Tribal Culture for Peace 
and Unity” concluded on 
May 12 Saturday. The  fes-
tival which was organised 
by the Tribal Research 
Institute (TRI), under the 
sponsorship of Ministry 
of Tribal Affairs, govern-
ment of India, showcased 
different cultural dances, 
songs and other forms of 
cultural performances of 
different tribes and sub-
tribes in the state.

Deputy Chief Minister 
Yumnam Joykumar and 
Phungyar MLA K Leishiyo 
and many other tribal 
leaders attended the clos-

ing function of the festival 
held at the auditorium of 
TRI near in Imphal.

Stating that common-
ness in cultures belonging 
to different communities 
in the state should be the 
base to unite ourselves, 
he said, culture has the 
strength to unite us and 
therefore we should try to 
understand each other’s 
culture. He said, although 
we have a number of dif-
ferent communities in the 
state, all have been follow-
ing their cultural and tra-
ditional believe. Culture 
expresses the philosophy 
of a community which 
means the relationship 
between man and women 
and also the relationship 
of human being with na-

ture.
The Deputy  chief 

minister further said that 
most of the cultures have 
almost the same charac-
teristic which emphasizes 
the way of life. Therefore, 
the importance of cul-
ture in our life has to be 
acknowledged so that we 
can come to know each 
other.

Emphasizing the need 
to unite all, Joykumar 
Singh said, ‘our prosper-
ity and strength lies in 
the unity that we have 
developed. Despite hav-
ing differences among 
ourselves, we should try 
to know each other by 
developing a cordial at-
mosphere. He said, such 
festivals will be a platform 

for us to know the beauty 
of our culture and it will 
also help us to exchange 
the commonness of cul-
tures as well.’

Maintaining that dif-
ferences and issues can 
only be solved through 
dialogues, he urged all 
the stakeholders to come 
for talks. It is in this direc-
tion that the new govern-
ment has been working 
and many issues have 
been solved and peace 
has come. Government 
is committed to ensure 
a peaceful environment 
which is the basis of de-
velopment in the state, he 
added.

In his speech, MLA K 
Leishiyo, said, culture is 
an indispensible compo-

nent in our life. He said, 
culture and traditions 
shows the identity of a 
community and therefore 
it has to be followed in all 
aspect of life.

A l l  c o m m u n i t i e s 
should know each other’s 
culture and traditions so 
that we can come to know 
and respect each other. If 
we know each other, we 
can maintain peace. He 
lauded the efforts made 
by TRI for giving a plat-
form to all the tribes and 
sub-tribes in the state 
to showcase their rich 
cultural values. Cultural 
troupes representing dif-
ferent tribal communi-
ties from across the state 
participated in the annual 
tribal 

Agartala-Akhaura border (Agar-
tala), May 12 (PTI): The Agarta-
la-Akhaura check post, second-
largest trading point between 
India and Bangladesh, is all set 
to get a facelift with a cafeteria, 
boating facility, visitors gallery 
and Indo-Bangla land port be-
ing planned at the border post 
by next year. 

To be developed under the 
Ministry of Tourism’s Swadesh 
Darshan scheme, the border post 
is modelled on the Wagah border 

with Pakistan, officials said today. 
The Centre has sanctioned Rs 

99 crore for the project and the 
Tripura government will look into 
its implementation. 

“There will be a cafeteria and 
a water body will be turned into 
a boating and entertainment 
park so that tourists can come 
and spend time here,” Debash-
ish Nandy, Incharge, Land Ports 
Authority of India at the Agartala-
Akhaura border here.

The project, Nandy said, was 

likely to be completed by March, 
2019 and would be able to hold 
around 2,000 to 3,000 people in 
the visitors gallery.

The Agartala-Akhaura check 
post is the second-largest trad-
ing point between India and 
Bangladesh after Benapole and 
Petrapole with West Bengal.

The Wagah border-like retreat 
ceremony will also be replicated 
at the Agartala-Akhaura check 
post, but with less severity. 

While the beating retreat at 

the Indo-Pak border is more ag-
gressive, the one here would be 
conducted in a friendly atmos-
phere, officials said. 

The Railways is also building 
a 12.03 km long railway line to 
connect Agartala with Akhaura 
in Bangladesh. The project will be 
completed by December, 2020. 
Out of the total railway line, 5.46 
km will be in India and 6.57 km in 
Bangladesh. 

The line is expected to give a 
big boost to tourism in the area.

Rangia (Assam), May 12 (PTI): At least 21 pas-
sengers were injured when a Shillong-bound 
bus fell into a roadside ditch beside NH-37 in 
Assam’s Kamrup district today, police said.

The accident occurred at Lampara under 
Bako police station area after the driver lost 
control of the bus coming from Siliguri in West 
Bengal.

The seriously injured passengers were sent 
to the Gauhati Medical College and Hospital, 
while others were admitted at hospitals at Boko 
and Bamunigaon police said.

Aizawl, May 12 (PTI): At least three 
people, including a minor girl, were 
killed when a landslide hit Mizo-
ram’s Zemabawk area, police said.

Aizawl District SP C Lalzahn-
gova told PTI that three persons 
were confirmed dead in the inci-
dent and efforts were on to recover 
the bodies.

The number of casualties 
could rise as people are still feared 
trapped in the landslide, police 
said.

Itanagar, May 12 (PTI): The Northeast India Fed-
eration of Journalists (NIFJ) today called upon the 
scribes of the region to unite in order to overcome the 
challenges faced by the media fraternity of the region.

Journalists in the region are facing threats from 
extremist groups, forest and drug mafia, intolerant 
politicians, bureaucrats and business community 
organisations, the NIFJ said in a statement.

“Journalists of this region are not getting a decent 
salary and perks. The newspaper managements have 
not implemented mandatory Wageboard Awards. 
The plight of the journalists of electronic media is 
worse. They are not covered under the Working Jour-
nalists Act,” it said.

The NIFJ urged the management of media houses 
to abide by the mandatory provisions of the labour 
laws such as issuance of appointment letters, provi-
dent fund, gratuity, leaves and due promotion to the 
scribes.

“Since journalists of Northeast are working in 
hostile environment risking their lives, insurance 
and compensation should be made mandatory,” a 
declaration by the NIFJ said. 

It expressed happiness that some state govern-
ments have started pension scheme for journalists.

PTI

File Photo: Sarbananda Sonowal

Mirror Crossword 1816sud0ku 1656
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1815

ACROSS
1. Unkempt people
6. Prostitute or madam
10. Mother
14. Lake on the Nevada-California 

border
15. Teller of untruths
16. Death notice
17. Protective covering
18. Latin for “Bear”
19. City in Nevada
20. Art of making woven containers
22. Noted US photographer Edward 

______ (1886-1958)
24. One who looks down on people
25. Refinement
26. Sewn with temporary long 

stitches
29. Tilt
30. Medley
31. Painstakingly
37. Beatle Ringo _____
39. French for “Word”
40. Pink-flowered
41. Alternative medicinal system
44. Armored infantry vehicle
45. Cups
46. Warns
48. Club-shaped
52. Baby bed
53. Slacken
54. Suggests a meaning
58. Declare
59. Greek god of love
61. Spiny yellow-flowered evergreen 

shrub
62. Eastern European people
63. Declaim vehemently
64. Russian edict
65. Collections
66. Perceives
67. Colorado ski resort 

DOWN
1. Pierce
2. A nymph in Roman mythology
3. Units of electrical resistance
4. “Novel shop”
5. Peaceful
6. Short promotional notice
7. Breezy
8. Past tense of “To be”
9. Sketch
10. Telegraph code
11. Assists
12. Son of Zeus and Europa 

(Greek mythology) 

13. Make amends
21. “Different Strokes” actor 

____ Bridges
23. Go in
25. Belief
26. Nonsense
27. Male singing range
28. Thailand
29. Coagulated masses
32. Likeness
33. Portable computers
34. Emperor
35. Period of penitence
36. Long-haired Tibetan oxen
38. Pertaining to Rome 

42. Moves about aimlessly
43. Wool
47. Pertaining to the tongue
48. Insensitive
49. Embankment
50. Heightened state of 

awareness
51. “Action words”
52. Expenses
54. Fruit of the pine family
55. Snare
56. Being
57. Observed
60. Actress Charlotte ___

solutions to suD0ku 1655

sonowal urges peace after JPC’s visit to Assam

Meghalaya CM urges Centre to 
accord autonomy to Neigrihms

Jamatia urges Centre to expedite forming tribal’s committee

Manipur: state level cultural festival concludes

Agartala-Akhaura check post to get a facelift by 2019Bus falls into ditch 
in Assam; 21 injured

Three killed in 
landslide in Mizoram

Call for Northeast 
journalists to unite
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Vijay Gokhale

Demonetisation a complex issue, RBI and 
Nepal Rashtra Bank in talks to resolve it — FS 

BSNL has many ‘bigger opportunities’ 
in near future, says Sinha

Silver extends gains on increased 
offtake; gold ends steady 

SpiceJet’s Q4 standalone net profit up 11%Global exhibition on services 
sector in Mumbai from May 15 

Kathmandu, May 12 
(PTI): The central banks 
of India and Nepal are 
discussing the “technical 
issues” related to return 
of demontised Indian 
currency notes, Foreign 
Secretary Vijay Gokhale 
today said, hoping the 
apex banks of the two 
neighbouring countries 
would be able to resolve 
it.

Gokhale made the 
remark during a press 
meet, a day after Nepa-
lese prime minister K 
P  Sh a r m a  O l i  u r g e d 
his Indian counterpart 
Narendra Modi to allow 
exchange of demonetised 
high-value Indian cur-
rency notes held by the 
country’s banks and the 

general public at the ear-
liest.

“Our Reserve Bank 
and their Nepal Rashtra 
Bank are having discus-
sions on that. We must 
understand that it is a 

very complex issue and 
a lot of time has passed 
since demonetisation 
was announced in 2016 
and it is 2018 now.

“There are some tech-
nical issues which only 

the central banks will be 
able to resolve. Talks are 
underway,” he said.

A c c o rd i n g  t o  t h e 
Nepal’s national bank, 
the Nepal Rashtra Bank 
(NRB), nearly 33.6 mil-
lion Indian rupees in 
INR 1,000 and INR 500 
banknotes -- which were 
junked overnight on No-
vember 8, 2016 -- but are 
currently in the Nepali 
banking channel.

“I requested Modi Ji 
to facilitate the exchange 
of demonetised currency 
notes held in the Nepali 
banking system and by 
general public, at the ear-
liest,” Oli had said yester-
day at a joint press meet 
after their bilateral talks.

The land-locked coun-

try depends on India for 
trade and supplies. Indian 
currency is widely used 
in Nepal for day-to-day 
transactions, especially in 
the border areas.

In March, Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley 
had announced that Ne-
pal would soon get ex-
change facilities for the 
demonetised high-value 
Indian currency notes to 
ease difficulties faced by 
Nepalese citizens.

Jaitley, who was on 
a visit to Nepal, had 
said the NRB and the 
Reserve Bank of India 
would set a modality for 
the exchange of demon-
etised currency notes 
soon and settle the re-
lated issues.

New Delhi, May 12 (PTI): 
Silver prices went up by Rs 
300 to Rs 41,400 per kg at 
the bullion market today 
on the back of increased 
offtake by industrial units 
and coin makers.

Gold, on the other 
hand, held steady at Rs 
32,400 per 10 grams in 
scattered deals at prevail-
ing levels, even as it weak-
ened overseas.

Traders said, pick-up 
in demand from indus-
trial units and coin makers 
at the local spot market, 
mainly kept silver prices 
higher.

Globally, gold fell 0.25 
per cent to USD 1,317.90 
an ounce and silver by 
0.27 per cent to USD 16.64 
an ounce in New York in 

yesterday’s trade.
In the national capital, 

silver ready rose further by 
Rs 300 to Rs 41,400 per kg, 
while weekly-based deliv-
ery by Rs 140 to Rs 40,540 
per kg.

Silver coins, however, 
continued to be traded at 
the previous levels of Rs 
76,000 for buying and Rs 
77,000 for selling of 100 
pieces.

On the other hand, 
gold of 99.9 per cent and 
99.5 per cent purity, ruled 
flat at Rs 32,400 and Rs 
32,250 per 10 grams, re-
spectively. It had gained 
Rs 420 in the previous six 
days.

Sovereign, however, re-
mained steady at Rs 24,800 
per piece of eight grams.

New Delhi, May 12 (PTI): 
Union Telecom Minister 
Manoj Sinha has said 
works worth Rs 150 crore 
have been allotted to 
BSNL under the smart 
city projects and the 
state-run firm has many 
bigger opportunities in 
the near future.

Also,  i t  has  other 
projects like network for 
spectrum (NFS) and fi-
bre to the home (FTTH) 
-- laying of optical fibre 
to homes, which give it 
an advantage, Sinha said.

BSNL has many big-
ger opportunities in near 
future other than mobile 
telephony. Many tenders 
have been finalised for 
2G, 3G and 4G services. 
Market share of BSNL has 
been improved from 7.6 
per cent to 9.43 per cent 
which is commendable. 

BSNL can play sig-
nificant role in smart 
city projects, NFS and 
FTTH. Works worth Rs 
150 crore has been allot-
ted to BSNL under smart 
city projects, which can 
be taken as an advantage, 
Sinha said at the ‘Heads 
of Circles Conference’ of 

BSNL on May 11. 
The network for spec-

trum too is a big project 
under which BSNL is 
building optical fibre 
base communication 
network for defence with 
an outlay of around Rs 
23,000 crore.

“The field officers of 
BSNL should focus on 
better customer service 
and try to change the 
negative customer per-
ception about BSNL,” 
he said.

Telecom Secretary 
Ar una Sundararajan 
underlined the need of 
BSNL to be aggressive 
and innovative. 

She said that BSNL is 
a key partner in Bharat-
Net implementation and 
has increased market 
share as well. 

“Smart thinking and 
smart implementation at 
this stage will be an edge 
for BSNL,” she said.

Sundararajan said 
that government has 
deliberately re-named 
the National Telecom 
Policy as National Digital 
Communication Policy 
(NDCP) 2018 which aims 

to provide broadband 
for all. 

The objective is that 
every citizen of India 
must have broadband of 
10 mbps speed by 2022. 

“BSNL has a clear lead 
and advantage. While we 
realise the target of in-
stalling five million wi-fi 
hotspots by 2020 and 
10 million hotspots by 
2022, as mentioned in 
the draft NDCP 2018. Fif-
ty per cent of household 
in India will have FTTH,” 
she said. 

BSNL Chairman and 
Managing Director An-
upam Shrivastava said 
that there is tough com-
petition in the telecom 
sector these days. 

“Even in this turbu-
lent times, BSNL could 
not only face the compe-
tition head on by match-
ing tariff by tariff and 
even at times proactively 
coming up with bold, in-
novative, unlimited data 
and voice plans. 

This has helped BSNL 
to increase its market 
share as well as remain 
MNP positive,” Shrivas-
tava said.

Mumbai, May 12 (IANS): 
Budget passenger car-
rier SpiceJet on Friday 
reported a rise of 10.83 
per cent in its net profit for 
the quarter ended March 
31, 2018.

According to the air-
line, the standalone net 
profit during the quarter 
under review increased 
to Rs 46.15 crore from Rs 
41.64 crore reported for 
the corresponding period 
of 2016-17.

However, the low-cost 
carrier’s total income 
grew by 24.92 per cent to 
Rs 2,090.74 crore for the 
quarter ended March 2018 
compared to Rs 1,673.61 
crore earned during the 
same period of previous 

fiscal.
“Despite rising fuel 

prices, SpiceJet continues 
to record profits and has 
recorded the highest an-
nual profit in its history,” 
SpiceJet’s CMD Ajay Singh 
was quoted as saying in a 
statement. 

“With the fuel efficient 
B737 MAX joining our fleet 
in the coming months we 
will continue to expand 
at home and abroad and 
strive to improve profit-
ability and operating per-
formance.”

The statement said 
that in Q4, “there was an 
increase of 12.7 per cent 
in crude oil prices that 
impacted the bottom 
line by approximately Rs 

81.4 crore. The company 
registered an 8 per cent 
increase in yield which 
helped in maintaining 
operational profits”.

Besides, the company 
reported a rise of 31.56 
per cent in its standalone 
net profit for the finan-
cial year ended March 31, 
2018 which increased to 
Rs 566.66 crore from Rs 
430.72 crore reported for 
the previous correspond-
ing period.

Mumbai, May 12 (PTI): 
Over 5,000 entrepreneurs 
from 100 countries are 
expected to take part in an 
exhibition on the services 
sector being organised by 
the Maharashtra govern-
ment here from May 15.

President Ram Nath 
Kovind will inaugurate 
the ‘Global Exhibition on 
Services’. The four-day 
show will take place at the 
Bombay Exhibition Cent-
er in suburban Goregaon.

A government official 
said more than 5,000 serv-
ice entrepreneurs from 
100 countries, active in 22 
sectors, will be participat-
ing in the conference.

Maharashtra Gover-
nor Vidyasagar Rao, Chief 
Minister Devendra Fad-
navis, Union Minister of 
Commerce and Industry 
Suresh Prabhu will attend 
the inaugural function.

“The services sec-
tor has a big share in the 
country’s development 
as well as in industrial 
production. In view of 
this, the ‘Global Exhibi-
tion on Services’ is being 
organised from 2015,” the 
official said.

The event, whose first 

three editions had been 
organised in New Delhi 
and Noida, will facilitate 
the services sector in the 
country, he said.

The exhibition, being 
held in association with 
the Union Commerce and 
Industry Ministry, is being 
held for the first time in 
the economic capital of 
the country, said the offi-
cial. In addition, the Serv-
ices Export Promotion 
Council and the Confed-
eration of Indian Industry 
are also involved in the 
event.

“The services sector 
has been a very impor-
tant tool for the economic 
growth of India. More than 
5,000 industrialists from 
100 countries active in 22 
sectors will participate in 
this exhibition,” the of-
ficial said.

Representatives from 
service entities active in 
technology, tourism and 
hospitality, transport, 
commerce and finance, 
construction and engi-
neering, legal field, media, 
environment and educa-
tion, among others, will 
take part in the confer-
ence.

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 11th May’18

NOTICE
NO.M-M138/18/1278-79 Notice is hereby given that 
Shri/Smti Unger Imsonger Kidong Society represented by 
its Chairman O. Chuba Imsong -Vrs- Lipokyanger resident of 
Lingrijan Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under 
Rule 50 & 51 Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied 
for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 11.06.18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Chairman Unger Imsonger Kidong Society
Village/Block No: 09, Patta No: 839
Dag No: 953, Area: 00B-00K-14Ls

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: Nagaland D-5398

SUMMON FOR SETTLEMENT OF ISSUE
(ORDER- V, RULE - 1, 5, 20)

IN THE COURT OF SHRI AJONGBA IMCHEN, CIVIL JUDGE 
(SENIOR DIVISION), DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Suit No. 77/2015
Plaintiff: State Bank of India, Evening Branch, Dimapur: Nagaland 
Defendants: M/S. KK Canvas Store & Ors. 

Civil Judge Senior Division
 Dimapur: Nagaland

To, 
Mr. Ismail Ali Mazumder 
S/o. Noor Uddin
Add: Delhi Canvas Store, Railway Gate Dimapur: Nagaland 
Whereas State Bank of India, Evening Branch Dimapur: Nagaland has 
instituted a suit against you for recovery of loan Rs. 1,91,241/- (Rupees 
One Lakhs Ninety One Thousand Two Hundred and Forty One) only. 
You are hereby summoned to appear before the court in person or by 
pleader duly instructed and able to answer all material questions relating 
to the suit on 30/05/2018 at 10.00 a.m. without fail. 
Take notice that in default of your appearance on the date mentioned the 
suit will be heard and determined in your absence. 
Given under my hand and the seal of the Court 8th day of May 2018.

D-5394

SUMMON FOR SETTLEMENT OF ISSUE
(ORDER- V, RULE - 1, 5, 20) 

IN THE COURT OF SHRI AJONGBA IMCHEN, CIVIL JUDGE 
(SENIOR DIVISION), DIMAPUR: NAGALAND 

Suit No. 77/2015 
Plaintiff: State Bank of India, Evening Branch, Dimapur: Nagaland 
Defendants: M/S. KK Canvas Store, 

Civil Judge Senior Division
 Dimapur: Nagaland

To, 
Mr. K. Kakuho Sema 
S/o. Khuwoto Awomi 
Prop. Of M/S. KK Canvas Store, 
Add: Padam Pukhuri, Dimapur: Nagaland 
Whereas State Bank of India, Evening Branch Dimapur: Nagaland has 
instituted a suit against you for recovery of loan Rs. 1,91,241/- (Rupees 
One Lakhs Ninety One Thousand Two Hundred and Forty One) only. 
You are hereby summoned to appear before the court in person or by 
pleader duly instructed and able to answer all material questions relating 
to the suit on 30/05/2018 at 10.00 a.m. without fail. 
Take notice that in default of your appearance on the date mentioned the 
suit will be heard and determined in your absence. 
Given under my hand and the seal of the Court 8th day of May 2018.

D-5395

SUMMON FOR SETTLEMENT OF ISSUE
(ORDER- V, RULE - 1, 5, 20) 

IN THE COURT OF SHRI AJONGBA IMCHEN, CIVIL JUDGE 
(SENIOR DIVISION), DIMAPUR: NAGALAND 

Suit No. 41/2017
Plaintiff: State Bank of India, Evening Branch, Dimapur: Nagaland 
Defendants: Mr. Joseph Mero,

Civil Judge Senior Division
 Dimapur: Nagaland

To, 
Shri. Joseph Mero, 
S/o. W. K. Mero
Add: H/No.288, Naharbari, Opp. Government Primary School, Purana 
Bazar, Dimapur: Nagaland 
Whereas State Bank of India, Evening Branch Dimapur: Nagaland has 
instituted a suit against you for recovery of loan Rs. 9,41,105/- (Rupees 
Nine Lakhs forty One thousand One hundred and Five) only. 
You are hereby summoned to appear before the court in person or by 
pleader duly instructed and able to answer all material questions relating 
to the suit on 30/05/2018 at 10.00 a.m. without fail. 
Take notice that in default of your appearance on the date mentioned the 
suit will be heard and determined in your absence. 
Given under my hand and the seal of the Court 8th day of May 2018.

D-5396

SUMMON FOR SETTLEMENT OF ISSUE
(ORDER- V, RULE - 1, 5, 20) 

IN THE COURT OF SHRI AJONGBA IMCHEN, CIVIL JUDGE 
(SENIOR DIVISION), DIMAPUR: NAGALAND 

Suit No. 42/2017
Plaintiff: State Bank of India, Evening Branch, Dimapur: Nagaland 
Defendants: M/s Nagaland Poultry Feed. 

Civil Judge Senior Division
 Dimapur: Nagaland

To, 
Shri. Joseph Mero,
Proprietor of M/s Nagaland Poultry Feed 
Add: H/No.288, Naharbari, Opp. Government Primary School, Dimapur: 
Nagaland 
Whereas State Bank of India, Evening Branch Dimapur: Nagaland has 
instituted a suit against you for recovery of loan Rs. 8,29,461/- (Rupees 
Eight Lakhs twenty Nine thousand four hundred and Sixty one) only. 
You are hereby summoned to appear before the court in person or by 
pleader duly instructed and able to answer all material questions relating 
to the suit on 30/05/2018 at 10.00 a.m. without fail. 
Take notice that in default of your appearance on the date mentioned the 
suit will be heard and determined in your absence. 
Given under my hand and the seal of the Court 8th day of May 2018.

D-5397

I, Miss Neiwukhro u 
Venuh applying for a duplicate 
copy of Mark sheet and Admit 
card of HSLC, as I have lost it.
1. Name : Neiwukhro u  

   Venuh
2. F/Name : Dulo Venuh
3. Mothers : Khrozo u
 Name     Venuh
4. Roll No. : 1650838 
5. Board : NBSE
6. D.O.B : 20th Feb. 2000
7. Name of School : Union 

Christian School, Pfutsero
8. Year : 2016

LOST NOTICE

 K-1678

Appointment of Secretary in
National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT)

Ministry of Corporate Affairs, Government of India, New Delhi invites applications, 
from Indian Nationals for the post of Secretary, NCLT, to be filled on deputation basis, 
in the National Company Law Tribunal established under section 408 of the Companies 
Act, 2013. The post of Secretary, NCLT is located at Delhi: 
2. Applications from eligible candidates in the prescribed format, duly completed, must 
be submitted by 31.05.2018 to Shri Amar Singh Meena, Director, Ministry of Corporate 
Affairs, Room No. 530, ‘A’ Wing, 5th Floor, Shastri Bhawan, Dr. Rajendra Prasad Road, New 
Delhi-110001. 
3. For application format, eligibility conditions, requisite qualifications and other details, 
applicants may refer to the vacancy circular No. A-12023/03/2018-Ad.IV-MCA dated 
10.05.2018 available on the Ministry of Corporate Affairs’ website www.mca.gov.in, or 
NCLT’s website www.nclt.gov.in or DoPT’s website www.persmin.nic.in.  

DAVP 07101/11/0004/1819

ORIENTAL COLLEGE,
KOHIMA

Affiliated to
Nagaland Board of School Education & Nagaland 

University
Recognised by

 UNIVERSITY GRANTS COMMISSION

Facilities:   Hostel for Boys 
and Girls, Bus Service,
Smart Classroom , Day 

care Centre, Badminton & 
TT Stadium, Gymnasium, 

Basketball court .

Email:  
orientalcollege96yahoo.com                           
Website: 
orientalcollegekohima.in 
Contact No. 8256924120

ADMISSION NOTICE 2018
Admission forms and prospectus for the following courses for 
the session 2018-19 will be issued at the college office and Chari 
Departmental Store, Kohima Town, Old NST, Kohima from 14th 
May 2018 from 9:30 A.M to 3:00 P.M on all working days.

•	 Class	XI	(Arts	&	Commerce)
•	 B.A	1st	Semester	(General	&	Honours)
•	 B.Com	1st	Semester	(	General	&	Honours)

Honours offered: English, Education, Tenyidie, Economics, 
Political	Science,	History	and	Commerce	(Accounting	&	Finance).

         PRINCIPAL
K-1677



I
f you’ve never researched the history 
of Mother’s Day, it would be worth 
your time to do so. It might interest 
you to know that the woman credited 

for Mother’s Day being established as a na-
tional holiday was never married and was 
never a mother. She simply wanted to ac-
knowledge and celebrate the sacrifices that 
mothers, including her own, made for their 
children.

Mother’s Day has a become one of the 
most popular American holidays and re-
sults in more phone calls than any other 
day of the year. But, don’t let all the festivi-
ties fool you. This Mother’s Day there will 
be women among you who will be wearing 
smiles, but under that happy face is a sad, 
restless heart. There will be women among 
you wishing they had a mother worth dedi-
cating a national holiday to, and there will 
be women among you wishing they had 
children of their own that would one day 
rise and call them blessed.

This Mother’s Day, take a moment to 
survey the women around you. You may or 
may not know each of their personal sto-
ries, but you can be sure they each need 
prayer. My hope is that the following 15 ex-
amples will give you insight as to what the 
women around you might be experiencing 
this Mother’s Day. And may this serve as a 
reminder that no flower, card, or gift will 
benefit those around us as much as our 
prayers.

1. The Barren Woman
Every day can be hard for the barren wom-
an, but facing the day we set aside to cel-
ebrate motherhood can cause unbeliev-
able pain and expose the emptiness of the 
womb. If you know a woman who struggles 
with infertility, pray that she will find com-
fort this Mother’s Day. Pray that she would 
feel the presence of the Lord in her life and 
find fulfillment in Him. Pray for the Lord’s 
will to be done in the life of this woman and 
that her heart would be open to and satis-
fied with His plan for her regarding children.

2. The Woman Whose Child Has Passed 
Away
There are countless mothers who have out-
lived one or more of their children. Whether 
through miscarriage, abortion, stillborn 
birth, or the death of an older child caused 
by endless scenarios, the memory of that 
life goes with the mother every step of every 
day. Mother’s Day, however, can exasperate 
the pain of that loss and place a dark cloud 
over what should be a day of celebration, 
especially if the mother does not have the 
hope of seeing her child again in Heaven. 
Pray for these women. Pray that their hearts 
would be full of sweet memories and that 
the Lord would give them a peace that 
passes understanding. Remember that a 
mother who has lost a child will never for-
get, but fears that others will. If you know a 
mother who has lost a child, give her a hug 
this Mother’s Day; let her know you remem-
ber and that she is in your prayers.

3. The Woman with a Missing Child

There are as many as 100,000 active missing 
persons cases at any one time in the United 
States. Whether those missing are children, 
teens or adults, they all have mothers. We 
don’t often think of the women who face 
Mother’s Day with a missing child, but they 
exist and there are more of them than we 
realize. Pray that these women would find 
comfort and strength in the Lord and that 
they would lean on Him when overcome 
by sorrow. Pray for patience as they wait, 
day after day, for answers. Pray, Lord will-
ing, that the missing would be found. If you 
know a mother with a missing child, let her 
know you remember, that you care, and 
that she and her child are in your prayers.

4. The Woman Whose Child Has Special 
Needs
Like all children, those with spe-
cial needs are a blessing from the 
Lord and bring unspeakable joy 
to their families. But, depending 
on the special need, there can also 
be unspeakable exhaustion and 
physical, mental, emotional and 
financial strain. Many women 
with children who have special 
needs are forced to reform their 
hopes and dreams to fit the capa-
bilities of their children, which can 
lead to anxiety and depression. 
Pray for these mothers that the 
Lord would provide for their every 
need as they care for their child. 
Pray the Lord would fill them with 
patience and perseverance and al-
low them deep, restful sleep. Pray 
for opportunities to support these 
moms and let them know you lift 
them up in prayer.

5. The Woman Whose Children 
are Estranged
There will be women among us 
this Mother’s Day who won’t re-
ceive a card, a hug, or a thank 
you, not because they don’t have 
children, but because their par-
ent/child relationship has been 
severed. For these women, pray 
that the Lord would heal their bro-
kenness and restore their family 
bond. Pray, if these women need to forgive, 
that they would forgive, and if they need to 
be forgiven, that they would seek forgive-
ness. Pray that hard hearts would be sof-
tened and that the Lord would be glorified 
through reconciliation.

6. The Woman with a Full Nest
Whether a mother has one child at home 
or 10, her nest needs prayer. Whether a 
mother works outside the home or claims 
the “stay at home mom” status, it’s easy 
for her to question her every decision and 
count the ways she’s failing. Mothers need 
encouragement. Mothers need prayer. 
Pray that the mothers around you would 
look not to the world, but to godly women 
for advice and encouragement. Pray they 
would find their worth in the Lord, not by 
comparing themselves to other mothers. 
Pray that nurturing their child’s soul would 
be their top priority and that they would ex-

tend grace to themselves, as well as to their 
children. Ask God to strengthen and protect 
their marriages and look for opportunities 
to give this mom a helping hand.

7. The Woman Whose Nest is Empty
Many women look forward to the empty 
nest years, but others dread it. After years 
with a home full of noise and busyness, the 
silence of an empty nest can be deafening, 
causing anxiety and depression. With no 
children at home to care for, many women 
feel they no longer have a purpose. Pray 
the Lord would show these women that 
there is still work to be done. Pray the Lord 
would open their eyes to the younger wom-
en needing discipleship and to the newer 
mothers who would greatly benefit from the 
wisdom and experience of a veteran mom!

8. The Woman Raising Her Child Alone
Many women, for many different reasons, 
find themselves with the unexpected title of 
single mom. Even with the help of friends 
and family, single parenthood can be ex-
hausting and lonely. Pray that this woman 
can find hope, strength, and fulfillment in 
her Heavenly Father. Pray for energy, rest, 
and wisdom as she raises her children; 
for a softened heart towards the father of 
her children and that she would find sup-
port, encouragement and respite from her 
church family. The specific needs of a single 
mom can vary - pray that the Lord would 
make you aware of how you might be a 
blessing to the single mom in your life.

9. The Woman Raising Bonus Children
Being a stepmom (AKA bonus mom) can be 
a wonderful experience, but it doesn’t come 
without its challenges. If a woman is a bo-
nus mom to children whose birth mother 

has passed away, Mother’s Day can trigger 
grief and resentment in the children. If a 
woman is a bonus mom due to a divorce 
situation, the children will likely put their 
efforts into celebrating their birth mom. 
This isn’t the case for every bonus mom, but 
many admit they experience all the mental, 
emotional and financial strain of parent-
hood, but experience very little love and 
respect in return. This can lead to depres-
sion and division in the marriage. For these 
women, Mother’s Day can cause deep hurt 
and disappointment. Pray that God would 
strengthen and equip these women as they 
care for their families. Pray that God would 
soften the hearts of every family member, 
that they might display the grace of God in 
their unity and love for one another.

10. The Woman Raising the 
Adopted Child
We live in a fallen, broken world 
and because of this, many chil-
dren are left orphaned. We can 
praise God for the women who 
welcome these children into their 
homes and give them the uncon-
ditional love of a mother. Despite 
this, many experience feelings of 
abandonment, rejection, anger, 
identity crisis, and trust issues. 
Studies show that adopted chil-
dren often struggle with misplaced 
anger and aim their emotional 
struggles at their adopted moth-
ers. These women need prayer. 
Pray that the Lord would fill them 
with patience, wisdom and deep, 
deep love. Most importantly, pray 
that these mothers would remem-
ber that they will never be able 
to meet the every need of their 
adopted child. Pray their children 
would come to know the Lord and 
find the perfect peace that only He 
can give.

11. The Woman Raising Foster 
Children
We live in a world where children 
of all ages need temporary, lov-
ing homes. Thankfully there are 
women willing to open not just 

their homes, but their hearts. Pray that the 
Lord would protect and strengthen these 
women’s marriages and that He would give 
them soft hearts as they meet the emo-
tional demands of these children. Pray for 
wisdom as they represent God by offering 
love, grace, security and stability. Pray that 
Lord would equip them for all unforeseen 
challenges and surround them with a godly 
support system. Pray that God would pro-
tect their hearts as they pour into these chil-
dren knowing they will not likely be a for-
ever family. Pray these women have ample 
opportunities to speak of God, whose love 
is perfect, unfailing, and ever present.

12. The Woman Who Acts as a Spiritual 
Mother
Many women act as a spiritual mother to 
the younger women in their church body. 
These mothers are often burdened with the 
struggles and sins of the younger women. 

This burden of love can leave the spiritual 
mother feeling drained and inadequate. 
Spiritual mothers often sacrifice time with 
their biological children to pray for and 
build up their spiritual children, making 
them question their priorities and time 
management. Pray that the Lord would al-
low His Spirit to speak through these moth-
ers as they encourage and minister to their 
spiritual children. Pray for patience and 
wisdom as they strive to live out Titus 2:3-
5. Pray that they would manage their time 
wisely and that their biological families 
would give them grace and encouragement 
as they work for the kingdom.

13. The Woman Who Doesn't Know Her 
Mother
There are women among us whose moth-
ers passed away at an early age, or women 
who were given up for adoption, or whose 
mothers simply walked away from their 
family. These women, while they may have 
been raised with a mother, don’t know 
the mother that labored and gave birth 
to them. Mother’s day can be difficult for 
these women as they are reminded of this 
great loss. It’s easy for these women to get 
distracted by “what if” questions: “What if 
my mother had lived?” “What if my mother 
hadn’t left?” “Why didn’t my mother want 
me?” These questions can become all con-
suming and lead to discontentment, anger, 
and depression. Pray that these women 
would trust in the Lord’s plan for them, that 
they would seek contentment in Him, and 
find deep, meaningful relationships in the 
godly women He has placed in their lives.

14. The Woman Whose Mother Has 
Passed On
Many women spend Mother’s Day griev-
ing the absence of their own mother, 
missing the encouragement and com-
panionship she provided. For others, 
the mother-daughter relationship was 
never healthy and these women spend 
Mother’s Day reflecting on disappoint-
ment and anger. Pray that both of these 
women can find a healthy balance in the 
reality of their situation and that they can 
find comfort and fulfillment in the Lord. 
Pray they are able to concentrate on and 
celebrate in their present circumstances 
and that they can both find an appropri-
ate way to remember and honor their de-
ceased mothers.

15. The Woman Who Simply Doesn't 
Like Her Mother
Mother’s Day is intended to express love and 
appreciation. But what about the woman 
who simply doesn’t like her mother and 
doesn’t feel love and appreciation towards 
her? For this woman, even picking out a 
Mother’s Day card can feel overwhelming 
because the cards are full of sentiments that 
just aren’t true for her. Pray that this woman 
would desire to honor God by honoring her 
mother, even if she doesn’t deserve honor, 
and that she would show her mother re-
spect, even if she doesn’t deserve respect. 
Ask the Lord to soften this woman’s heart to-
wards her mother and to remind her that the 
only perfect parent is her Heavenly Father.
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PATH
When I was growing up, my two sisters and I liked to sit side-by-side on top of my mother’s 

large cedar-lined chest. My mom kept our wool sweaters in it and handiwork that was 
embroidered or crocheted by my grandmother. She valued the contents of the chest and 
relied on the pungent odor of the cedar wood to discourage moths from destroying what 

was inside.
Most earthly possessions can easily be destroyed by insects or rust, or can even be stolen. Matthew 6 

encourages us to place a special focus—not on things that have a limited lifespan but on those that have 
eternal value. When my mom died at fifty-seven, she had not accumulated a lot of earthly possessions, 
but I like to think about the treasure she stored up in heaven (vv. 19–20).

Dear Father, help me to choose to invest my life in things that are eternal.
I recall how much she loved God and served Him in quiet ways: caring faithfully for her family, teach-

ing children in Sunday school, befriending a woman abandoned by her husband, comforting a young 
mother who had lost her baby. And she prayed. . . . Even after she lost her sight and became confined to 
a wheelchair, she continued to love and pray for others.

Our real treasure isn’t measured in what we accumulate—but in what or whom we invest our time 
and our passions. What “treasures” are we storing up in heaven by serving and following Jesus?

Dear Father, help me to choose to invest my life in things that are eternal.

Treasure in Heaven
BIBLE READ:  MATTHEW 6:19–21  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

For where your treasure is,  
there your heart will be also. 

~  Matthew 6:21
Our real wealth is what we invest for eternity.

15 Women to Pray for This Mother’s Day

Mothers Are of God Kekhrie Apfo
(Loving Mother)

Sonnet to 
My Mum

Mother’s Day Greetings
M

others day is 
the world best 
celebration day 
for me.On this 

day we  take out time for 
our  tierd and hard working 
mothers by presenting gifts 
and...

For me,mothers are all  
love and love.They are  of 
God and God.They are God 
best masterpiece.If you 
want to see true and Godly 
love than please go to your  
mothers. While other love 
are fake and weightless.

The great Napoleon had 
said," give me a  good moth-
ers and i shall give you a 
great nation".O what a true 
powerful  words! All great 
person like Einstein,Bill 
Gates,Mahatma Gandhi 
,Modi and even our God Je-
sus were nurtured by moth-
ers. Without mom,they will 
never  set their marks.

Mothers are  like our  
Mary  and Ruth  of Bibles.
They are making our  chil-

dren  lovely , wounderful 
and prosperous by their 
love and sacrifice.All the 
great scientist,Dr,writers 
,singers ,preachers and... 
that we have  in this world  
are due to mothers. 

I have seen  a 90 years 
old mothers working  hard 
for her drunkard and noto-
rious children. What a trag-
edy? Unbiblical children!

We cant repay our moth-
ers by our  good deeds and 
accolade.Why? They are of 
God.Let us try to  be   their 
worthy gold and diamond. 
Let us not be  that foolish  
Samson , egoistic Nebucha-
denezzar or  delvishJezebel 
to our mom.

For me,if i have a moth-
ers than i donot any gold or 
status or  wife or ... not kid-
ding.

So its mothers day. What 
will you do for her? 

Jesus Miracles Ministry
R.K.Krishta Luke

A name
That always comes to mind

In pain or in joy
In fears or in courage

A name we all call
Mother, Mother

Loving all in all
To wake u for our times

To feed us for our strength
To run for our errands

Mother, Mother

Even when in grief
And shames we brought
You never give up on us

The dawn resounds
Of your hopeful prayers.

Mother's love:
That taught us God's grace

Lord, our prayer today
That Mother lives long

In health and in prayers
In love and in peace.

Happy Mothers's Day

Tan, ketoun, Adi, Baby and Nana Liezietsu

Life   has not been easy
As you drift apart for a 

reason
You keep yourself busy

Why I have to face all those 
season.

You missed all those days of 
green

Past can never be seen.
As you someday I’ll grow old
And my hair will turn gold.

When the world takes me to 
the ground

I imagine to try,
To win over the crown

I mettle and stand but cry.

Life brings us full of sorrow,
Happiness we could borrow.

Chongtie Longshe Shiu.

Tsong’s. K. Yim

Wishing you 
a wonder-
ful blessed 

Mother’s day to 
Mrs. Shoshumovu 
Yanthan Lakhuti 
Village. As you 
reach the milestone 
of 107 years. May 
the Lord Jesus, who 
loves you so faith-
fully grand you the 
richest and choic-
est blessing with 
sweet memories of 
long life. (Proverbs 
16:31) ‘Grey hair is a 
crown of splendor; 
it is attained in the 
way of righteous-
ness’. 

Wishing you 
Happy Mothers 

Day

Loving 
grandchildren, in 

laws & relatives.
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): News of a possible 
raise could come your way today, Aries, pos-
sibly through some enterprise that you’ve 
been working on. You’re feeling especially 

energetic, and therefore you could well be tempted to 
take on more than you usually would. This is fine, but 
remember to pace yourself. If you’re going to continue 
on your current path, you’ll need to save some energy 
for tomorrow and beyond!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): A group might 
invite you to participate in a creative project 
of some kind today, Taurus. Whatever you do 
is likely to be stimulating and exciting. You’ll 

want to channel a lot of energy and enthusiasm into it. 
You could find yourself thinking in terms of a partner-
ship, making plans to explore the possibility further. 
This is a great day for socializing. If you receive an invi-
tation to go out, go!

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You might be 
planning to host a social event in your home 
tonight or perhaps in a few days. It could have 
you doing a lot of cleaning, rearranging, and 

beautifying around the house. A friend might drop by 
to lend a hand. You might also find yourself planning an 
incredible menu. Don’t work too hard, Gemini, or you 
might not have any energy left for your family or guests!

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22):  Today you 
might want to spend time visiting friends 
in your neighborhood, Cancer. Small pur-
chases might be necessary, perhaps new 

clothes, perhaps objects that improve or add beauty to 
your home. You might have to squeeze a few errands in 
between visits. At some point during the day, you can 
expect a very welcome phone call from a friend you 
haven’t heard from in a long time. Enjoy!

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): A chance to earn a 
small amount of money, perhaps by doing a 
little extra work at home, could come your way 
today, Leo. You could hear about it through a 

friend or colleague. A visitor might come to your home, 
perhaps to help with something that needs to be done. 
This promises to be a very exciting day, with a lot of stim-
ulation that could keep you occupied into the night.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Expect a lot of in-
tellectual stimulation to come your way to-
day, Virgo. Important news could come on the 
phone, necessitating action on your part in 

order to bring about a desired end. You might need to 
spend time in the car, contacting others in the neighbor-
hood. The excitement of the moment could have you 
feeling especially optimistic, but take care to pace your-
self. Exhaustion could prove counterproductive now.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Your creative tal-
ents should be operating at an all-time high 
today, Libra. You might be offered an oppor-
tunity to earn some money putting them to 

use. Your excitement and enthusiasm are likely to en-
sure that you’ll do the best you possibly can and earn 
a lot of approval from those around you. Your intuition 
is also operating at a high level, boosting your imagi-
nation and relations with others. Enjoy your day!

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Getting out 
and working with groups could seem espe-
cially appealing today, particularly groups 
involving athletics or other physical activi-

ties. This is an excellent day to go out for team sports 
or attend a yoga, aerobics, or tai chi class. You could 
also want to make a short trip out of town with some 
friends. A bit of adventure is definitely in the wind for 
you, Scorpio. Enjoy it!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): An ex-
citing new project or opportunity could be 
presented to you today, Sagittarius. It could 
involve a new love or at least a new friend. 

Something you’ve been working on for a long time 
could finally come to fruition. It will stir your enthu-
siasm for moving on to the next project! What are 
you waiting for?

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Contact with 
friends who live or work far away could bring a 
string of new opportunities your way. You might 
also be thinking of taking a trip, perhaps to another 

country or by boat. An opportunity to attend a seminar of some 
kind could present itself, possibly through friends. A lot is hap-
pening, Capricorn, but try to stay focused. What happens today 
could be too important to let your mind become muddled.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): New invest-
ment possibilities could present themselves 
to you today, Aquarius. This could involve an 
investment of time, money, or other resources. 

You might also consider an exciting new start of some 
sort. Don’t let yourself get so excited that you move ahead 
before you consider all the pros and cons. You might want 
to consult a friend or your partner. This would make an 
excellent excuse to schedule a romantic evening!

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): An opportunity 
to travel with a partner or colleague could 
come your way, perhaps for business. Any 
travel planned or begun today is likely to 

go well and bring you whatever results you hope for. 
Whatever it is you’re planning, Pisces, it should excite 
your enthusiasm and optimism for your future success. 
Business and personal relations with others should be 
warm, cordial, and stimulating. Make the most of it!

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

W
orldwide, every May, the week 
after the second Sunday is cel-
ebrated as World Retinoblastoma 
Awareness Week, dedicated to in-

crease awareness about the disease. This year, 
World Retinoblastoma Awareness Week is be-
ing observed from May 13 to 19.

Retinoblastoma is a rare kind of eye cancer 
with the abnormality in the gene being con-
genital (present at birth) in some cases; in ge-
netic cases, both eyes tend to be afflicted.

It has started emerging rapidly over the 
years among the children in India, where 
awareness must be created on the importance 
of early detection of the disease so that chil-
dren enjoy better chances of eye and vision 
preservation. The incidence of the disease is 
one in 18,000 live births. Worldwide, every year 
we witness about 8,000 to 10,000 new cases.

Retinoblastoma commonly affects children 
younger than three years old. It appears as a 
white reflex in the eye or squint, both of which 
can be easily detected by parents. The white 
reflex is very noticeable in photographs. If par-
ents notice a white reflex or squint, an urgent 
eye examination is recommended to rule out 
retinoblastoma. If neglected, the tumor can 
grow beyond the eye and spread to the brain.

When the disease is detected early, it is cur-
able. Life, eye, and vision can be salvaged with 
appropriate treatment. The chances of survival 
in children with retinoblastoma confined to 

the eye is >90 per cent versus 70 per cent when 
the tumor spreads beyond the eye. If the tumor 
spreads into the brain, the chances of survival 
are very poor.

Various forms of treatment are avail-
able for retinoblastoma. When the tumor is 
small, it can be treated with simple eye laser 
or cryotherapy. If it is larger in size, systemic 
intravenous chemotherapy is needed. Gener-
ally, children tolerate systemic intravenous 
chemotherapy better than adults. They may 
have side-effects like weight loss, loss of appe-
tite, hair loss and frequents infections while on 
chemotherapy, but all these are temporary and 
the child recovers very well after completion of 
chemotherapy.

There have been recent advances in chem-
otherapy, and it can be delivered directly into 
the eye via intra-arterial route. This is a com-
plex procedure and requires a qualified team of 
ocular oncologist, radiation oncologist, medi-
cal oncologist, and interventional neurosur-
geon. The drug is delivered through the artery 
femoral artery in the thigh that is used to gain 
access to the ophthalmic artery in the eye. The 
advantage of intra-arterial chemotherapy is 
minimal systemic circulation of the chemo-
therapy drug, thus minimising the systemic 
side-effects.

Another new form of delivery of chemo-
therapy is the direct injection of the drug into 
the eye via the intravitreal approach. This form 
of treatment is useful in selective cases. An 
experienced ocular oncologist should do in-

travitreal chemotherapy meticulously, since 
an inappropriate technique can cause tumor 
dissemination outside the eye. This technique 
is not associated with systemic complica-
tions, but the child can have drug-related toxic 
changes in the retina.

Radiotherapy is rarely used in the treat-
ment of retinoblastoma nowadays. Plaque 
radiotherapy is a method of focal radiation 
delivery, which is used in some cases that do 
not respond to chemotherapy. External beam 
radiotherapy is used in cases where the tumor 
has extended beyond the eye.

Removal of the eye or enucleation may still 
be needed in a few cases where the tumor is 
advanced or does not respond to conservative 
management. This can be avoided if the tumor 
is detected early. Even if an eye is removed, 
the child can lead a good quality life with a 
customised ocular prosthesis, which may not 
provide vision but can simulate a normal eye 
externally.

It is time to make detailed eye check-ups 
a part of mandatory paediatric examinations. 
Parents and physicians should be educated 
about symptoms which could otherwise be 
easily dismissed as an infection. There is a need 
for increased awareness about this life-threat-
ening disease among parents.

(Dr Swathi Kaliki is an ocular oncologist and 
Head,Operation Eyesight, Universal Institute 

for Eye Cancer at L.V.Prasad Eye Institute, 
Hyderabad. The views expressed are personal. 

She can be contacted at swathikaliki@lvpei.org)

T
ourism is responsible for a 12th 
of world greenhouse gas emis-
sions and a vacation boom is 
complicating a global drive to 

slow climate change, scientists said on 
Monday.

Emissions from tourism, mostly by 
domestic travelers, were highest in the 
US, China, Germany and India, accord-
ing to a review of 160 nations led by the 
University of Sydney and published in 
the journal Nature Climate Change.

Tourism, including flights, hotels, 
food and even the production of sou-
venirs, emitted the equivalent of 4.5 bil-
lion tonnes of carbon dioxide in 2013, 
the most recent data available, or 8% 
of all man-made greenhouse gases, up 
from 3.9 billion in 2009, it said. That was 
far above many previous estimates, us-
ing narrower definitions, that tourism 
accounts for just 2.5-3% of world emis-
sions, it added.

And on current trends, the trillion-
dollar tourism industry will emit 6.5 
billion tonnes of carbon emissions by 
2025, the review said, making it one of 
the fastest-growing source of the plan-
et-warming gases that governments are 
trying to cut.

Flights were the biggest single con-
tributor, according to the study by sci-
entists in Australia, Taiwan and Indo-
nesia. “We recommend flying less and 

staying Earth-bound where possible, 
e.g. use public transport,” co-author 
Arunima Malik of the University of Syd-
ney told Reuters in an email.

Lead author Manfred Lenzen said 
plane tickets would have to be far more 
expensive to reflect the harm caused by 
greenhouse gas emissions from burn-
ing jet fuel. “If I flew from Melbourne 
to the UK return, I would pay at least 
an additional A$205 ($150) to offset my 
emissions; for a return trip between 
Sydney and Brisbane, about A$18 ex-
tra,” he wrote in a news release.

Almost 200 nations are meeting in 
Bonn this week to write a “rule book” 
for the 2015 Paris Agreement, which 
seeks to slash greenhouse gas emis-
sions to avert more heat waves, down-
pours, droughts and extinctions.

Patricia Espinosa, head of the UN 
Climate Change Secretariat hosting the 
talks, said the tourism industry itself 
was making “good progress” to clean 
up.

“A lot of what the industry is sell-
ing depends on the preservation and 
conservation and the protection of the 
environment,” she told a news confer-
ence.

The study added up all emissions 
from tourism but did not try to compare 
how a holiday compared with staying at 
home, where people also emit green-
house gases, through everything from 
heating to commuting.

H
aving been born in Naga-
land, I always felt myself to 
be God’s special child as I 
was nurtured with values 

from our revered church, schools and 
tribal culture. The feeling of being dif-
ferent, blessed and above board than 
the rest and my vow to fight for the 
sovereignity was nursed all through 
my adolescence until I had my recent 
tryst with reality that made me look 
within and ask whether it’s our nation 
or of only a few self proclaimed free-
dom fighting groups. It’s a question 
that faces me and every right thinking 
Naga as a challenge of our identity and 
we need to ponder.

The issue of my generation is not 
of of lost faith or disrespecting and 
not honouring our forefathers who 
sacrificed their lives for a cause of the 
motherland but it’s about the present 
and the future of Nagaland; it’s present 
and next generation.

We need freedom from whom; I 

always wonder? Who’s governing us, 
who has annexed our land, who is 
our policy maker, where is the enemy 
that we are fighting to save our moth-
erland, where really is the sinister, I 
wonder! 

The truth is that today we are 
governed by multiple agencies – our 
tribal organizations for the cultural 
ethos and rituals, our elected govern-
ment for planning our policies and 
development and above all by diktats 
from parallel government of various 
freedom fighter groups. In reality we 
need  freedom to follow any faith, free-
dom to explore the world, freedom to 
work, freedom to become global citi-
zens and above all freedom from any 
type of diktats, freedom from multiple 
taxes and freedom from corruption.

As a young person I feel peeved by 
the actions of our Nationalist groups 
and condemn them for their diktats 
and taxation policies which are har-
assment for respected people and 
challenging for economically not so 
well off segment of the society. More-
over, this taxation is coupled with a 

threat which further perplexes me 
about my identity of being a Naga or 
Non Naga. Moreover nationalism can’t 
be imposed and definitely not taxed. 
The funnier side of it is that my gen-
eration perceives this practice of ex-
tortion called as taxation in our land 
as “helping of unemployed brethren 
by the employed”.

It’s time to move on to new realm 
and new horizons for our youth to 
free ourselves from the cocoon of evil 
and sinister designs of external forces 
to decimate the Naga tribes and the 
state. The youth must take plunge and 
take reins of both Naga Nationalism 
and governance for real development 
of our land. The land does not belong 
to a few but to all people and tribes 
equally. It’s as much mine as yours and 
as much yours as mine and we must 
rise and fight for our rights against the 
evil in us, anathema of our society and 
the curse of corruption, illegal taxa-
tion & unlawful diktats to make our 
state truly sovereign, socialist and de-
veloped in all spheres.

Amen!!

F
ew months back the na-
tion was shocked to hear 
the news about the physical 
assault of Chief Secretary 

of Delhi by few elected members 
of the ruling party in presence of 
the Chief Minister. Many might 
have forgotten the news at the ar-
rival of the next sensational news 
in the media. Knowing the proc-
esses through which these finest 
civil service officers are recruited, 
I really find it difficult to digest the 
news till now. Let us have a look at 
the statistics of UPSC Civil Serv-
ices Exam 2017. In a country of 
132 crore people, 10 lakh people 
applied for the preliminary exams 
and 5 lakh people appeared for the 
exam. Of which 13,366 candidates 
got qualified for the Mains exam 
and 2,568 candidates appeared for 
the interview. Finally 980 of them 
got selected for the glorious service. 
Now we can understand what kind 
of finest brains we have at the helm 
of our bureaucratic set up. Almost 

the same goes with the State Civil 
Service Officers.

Even though it would not be 
wise to draw conclusions from 
isolated occurrences, the assault 
incident is a clear proof of eroding 
of values in our system of govern-
ance. In a democratic country har-
monious functioning between the 
people’s representatives (the policy 
makers) and bureaucrats (the ex-
ecutives of the polices) is a crucial 
aspect in the process of governance 
and any imbalance in this will leads 
to hindrances towards develop-
ment. We cannot blame the politi-
cal class alone for such unpleasant 
occurrences. To a great extend, a 
section of officers from the elite 
class are to be blamed for bring-
ing down their own glory. During 
abnormal situations such as war, 
civil unrest, natural calamity etc, 
officers and all ranks and files are 
expected to work without look-
ing at the clock. But summoning a 
Chief Secretary at midnight for an 
ordinary consultative meeting is 
really an unhealthy practice and I 

wonder what prevented the Chief 
Secretary from expressing his in-
ability to attend such meetings at 
midnight. 

Let me narrate an incident that 
happened in Tamilnadu in the year 
1957 when the legendary leader K 
Kamaraj was the Chief Minister and 
the iconic former Chief Election 
Commissioner of India T N Seshan 
worked as a young Sub- Collector. 
A village headman was not remit-
ting the repayment of loans made 
by farmers to the Govt.( nearly  Rs 
4000)  for several weeks and Ses-
han ordered initiating disciplinary 
proceedings against the headman. 
The wife of the Village headman was 
president of Taluq Congress Com-
mittee and pressures were brought 
on him to withdraw his order. But 
Seshan did not relent. Some days 
later, the then Revenue Minister 
and another Minister from the State 
Cabinet arrived at the district and  
Seshan was asked to join the min-
isters in their car leaving his jeep 
behind. The Revenue Minister  told 
Seshan that he was working against 

the Congress party and asked him to 
withdraw the notice served on the 
headman. When Seshan replied that 
he could do it only after receiving a 
formal letter from the government, 
the Revenue Minister got furious 
and asked him to get down from the 
car in a God-forsaken place in hot 
sun and drove off.

A week later the Chief Minister 
Kamaraj summoned Seshan and 
asked what had happened. When 
Seshan explained the matter, the 
CM said, “Every time this happens 
to you, continue to stand up,” and 
then he turned to the Revenue 
Minister , reprimanded  him and 
said, “Don’t you understand that 
when you do something like this to 
an officer, you are not only harming 
him; you are damaging the very ba-
sis of government itself?” 

Writing about this incident, 
Seshan said, “This was a man who 
had but little schooling. But he un-
derstood more than anyone else 
that there was a sensitive connec-
tion between the civil service and 
the political structure and one side 

could not ride roughshod over the 
other without inflicting a crippling 
blow to the entire system.” 

Unfortunately the number of 
such type of upright officers and 
CMs are thinning in today’s life. In 
the recent years our country had 
witnessed a Chief Minister enter-
ing Police Station and forcefully 
taking out party men who were 
detained for involving in antisocial 
acts. We also witnessed offices of 
serving senior IAS officers searched 
by CBI in connection with cor-
ruption charges. Upright officers 
getting kicked like foot ball with 
frequent transfers deter the up-
coming young officers and make 
them to flow along the stream. We 
cannot blame them; they do have 
families and punishing all the fam-
ily members of an individual for 
being an upright officer may not be 
acceptable to all. Instances of peo-
ple knocking the doors of the judi-
ciary for seeking justice in admin-
istrative matters are in the rise and 
in most of the cases the verdicts go 
against the Govt. It is strange that 

many decisions taken / approved 
by Senior Bureaucrats who had 
served as District Magistrates at the 
young age of 20- 30 are declared as 
absurd by the judiciary. I am sure 
that if senior officers apply their 
mind without prejudice and render 
advice to the political masters for 
adhering to the laid down rules and 
regulations, majority of the court 
cases involving service matters will 
vanish abruptly.   

As I stated earlier, generaliza-
tions cannot be drawn from isolat-
ed unfortunate incidents and the 
increased awareness and activism 
among the common man bring us 
the rays of hope towards a better 
tomorrow. Our country has been 
witnessing revolutions in many 
areas of governance through the 
dedicated services of officers with 
innovative ideas and the patron-
age given by the political masters 
to such officers really motivate the 
subordinate officers to strive hard 
and contribute their best towards 
development of our country. 

bnellayappan@gmail.com

Retinoblastoma: Curable Cancer in Children
World Retinoblastoma Awareness Week is being observed May 13-19

Tourism to Blame for 8% of 
Greenhouse Gases — Study

My Freedom, My Nagaland
Philip H Alo

I
n a jungle far away, dwelt 
animals of all shape, size 
and color, from white to 
grey. The citizens lived privy 

from beyond the boundaries 
of the jungle, sufficed and con-
tend with the pasture where they 
grazed. And yet they never knew 
what joy and harmony was, for 
the grass was not as fresh as hay 
and the water in the river a pud-
dle of mud. But yet they grazed 
and drank for what choices had 
the poor animal citizens but to 
graze and drink.

For too long it lasted and 
now the fields of grass was scal-
ing down to an alarming rate of 
famine, and the river barely run-
ning. They had to move to an-
other vicinity; a place with fresh 
grass and blue rivers. But no one 
moved not because they couldn’t 
but weren’t allowed by scribes 
of the ancient scrolls that had 

penned the jungle belonged to 
the animals, and the animals be-
longed in the jungle.

And so it happened, one fiery 
summer a fire of wild passing 
by the wind took notice of the 
jungle and the animals and de-
cided to visit them. As it touched 
the jungle, the jungle began to 
torch and blaze. This time there 
was no stopping anything and 
every animal spread scattered 
running gasping for breath and 
seeking out promising shelter. 
Many leaders of kind and groups 
gathered the panicked citizens in 
queue and groups. Without any 
road map and plan, they all set 
moving towards finding a new 
home and on it to promise a par-
adise for all the future kin. 

As they journeyed, they at 
times took the wrong turns with 
collateral damages and met dead 
ends and thorny undergrowths, 
still they learned and turned 
looking for alternate route for 
the new home. Though some 

kept chewing the same rug most 
took sense of the journey and 
to learn and explore while on it. 
Some of the ones at the forefront 
were the hyenas, lions, ostriches, 
elephants, lemurs, cheetahs etc. 
and they walked and the citizens 
followed suit. The birds also flew 
and accompanied the journey. 
The birds who navigated the sky 
and saw the earth with their ethe-
real eyesight also chirped to the 
citizens below. The land dwellers 
could only listen to sounds from 
the ground and as the ones in the 
forefront took the next step, the 
rest followed. 

This concludes the unfin-
ished journey of the beautiful 
inhabitants of the incinerated 
forest. It took Moses forty years 
to lead the Israelites from wil-
derness to Canaan, and it is with 
faith the citizens travelled to seek 
their new home free from cor-
ruption in the jungle law never to 
revert back but to thrive in exu-
berance for eternity. 

The Journey in Beautiful Forest

Role Model Bureaucrats and Good Governance
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Kejriwal, AAP MLAs to walk 
to LG House over CCTV issue 

Bank unions opposed to excluding some 
officers’ cadre from wage talks

Militants from Pakistan 
attacked Mumbai — Sharif

Black money charge sheets against us 
baseless allegation — Chidambaram family 

Kerala custody death: Congress says 
government action inadequate

Govt. mulling six-month jail term for 
those abandoning elderly parents

International Nurses’ Day : Prez Kovind 
calls nurses ‘true nation-builders’ 

Two killed in Maharashtra group clashes; ACP critical

PTI

Rioters hurl stones and sticks during a communal riot that escalated due to clamping illegal water 
connection in a religious place in Moti Karanja area of Aurangabad on Friday.

Nawaz Sharif

PTI

Nurses light candles around a photo of Florence Nightingale to celebrate International Nurses Day in 
Moradabad on Saturday.

PTI

Delhi Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia during a press conference on the issue of Delhi CCTV 
controversy, at his residence in New Delhi, on Saturday. 

New Delhi, May 12 (PTI): 
Chief Minister Arvind Ke-
jriwal and all AAP MLAs 
will walk from his residence 
to LG House on Monday 
seeking nod for CCTVs 
cameras to be installed in 
the city, his deputy Manish 
Sisodia said today.

As the issue snowballed 
into yet another confron-
tation between the AAP 
government and the Lieu-
tenant Governor, Kejriwal 
had yesterday also sought 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s intervention in the 
execution of the CCTV 
project saying it was re-
lated to women safety and 
should be above politics.

“For three years when 
we were working on this 
project, the LG was silent. 
Suddenly now when the 
tender has been allotted 
he sees loophole in the 
system. The chief minister 
along with all Delhi Min-
isters and AAP MLAs will 
walk to LG house to discuss 
the issue,” Deputy Chief 
Minister Manish Sisodia 
told reporters.

Sisodia has also written 
to Leiutenant Governor 
Anil Baijal informing him 
about the visit.

“The stalling of CCTV 
project has created uproar 
in public. We will come at 3 
PM on Monday to discuss 

the issue with you. If the 
time is not suitable to you, 
you can tell us an alterna-
tive time on that day,” he 
said in the letter.

On Tuesday, Baijal 
formed a committee to 
come up with a standard 
operating procedure for 
the installation, operation 
and monitoring of closed-
circuit televisions. 

Kejriwal had alleged 
yesterday that the only 
aim of setting up the com-
mittee was to interrupt 
government work and not 
let the CCTVs be installed. 

Setting up CCTVs was 
a key poll promise of the 
Aam Aadmi Party.

Chennai/New Delhi, May 
12 (PTI): The family of 
former finance minister P 
Chidambaram today said 
the Income Tax Depart-
ment (ITD) charge sheets 
against them under the 
black money law were 
“baseless allegations” as 
the overseas investments 
under question were duly 
reflected in their IT returns.

The chartered ac-
countant for the senior 
Congress leaders’ wife 
Nalini and the one for his 
son Karti Chidambaram, 
daughter-in-law Srindhi 
and a firm Chess Global 
Advisory Services Private 
Limited issued two sepa-
rate but identical replies in 
response to the tax depart-
ment’s action.

“The Income Tax re-
turns are prepared and 
filed on the advice of the 
chartered accountants. 
The investments in ques-
tion were made through 
bank remittances. They 
were duly disclosed in the 
returns of income filed 
under Section 139 of the 
Income Tax Act for the rel-
evant assessment year.

“It is totally wrong to 
allege there was a wilful 
failure to disclose the in-

vestments. The returns 
of income are a complete 
answer to the baseless alle-
gation,” the two statements 
issued today said.

Four criminal com-
plaints were filed by the 
department before a spe-
cial court in Chennai un-
der Section 50 of the Black 
Money (Undisclosed For-
eign Income and Assets) 
and Imposition of Tax Act, 
2015.

Nalini Chidambaram, 
Karti and Srinidhi and a 
firm linked to Karti (Chess 
Global) have been charged 
for allegedly not disclosing, 
either partly or fully, im-
movable assets like the one 
at Barton, Cambridge in 
the UK worth Rs 5.37 crore, 
property worth Rs 80 lakh 
in the same country and 
assets worth Rs 3.28 crore 
in the US, ITD officials had 
said.

The charge sheets 
c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e 
Chidambarams as also the 
firm in which Karti is one 
of the directors-- Chess 
Global Advisory-- “did not 
disclose” these invest-
ments to the tax author-
ity in violation of the black 
money law.

The Chidambarams 

and the firm, on April 27, 
had sent four separate re-
plies to the specified In-
come Tax Department au-
thority in Chennai stating 
that they had not defaulted 
in disclosing these assets 
to the taxman, and in cer-
tain cases they had revised 
their Income Tax returns 
to reflect the said overseas 
properties.

The case pertains to the 
assessment year 2016-17. 
The charge sheets were 
expected to be taken up by 
the court on June 11. Of-
ficials had said the charge 
sheet had been filed as the 
investigation of the case 
had reached its “logical 
conclusion” and thus it 
could be presented before 
the court.

The Income Tax De-
partment had slapped 
the Black Money Act on 
Karti last year after it found 
that assets created by him 
abroad were in alleged vio-
lation of law.

The new anti-black 
money law deals with cases 
of overseas illegal assets, 
which till recently were 
probed under the Income 
Tax Act, 1961.

The new legislation has 
provisions for a steep 120 

New Delhi, May 12 (PTI): The Narendra 
Modi government is planning to increase 
the jail term for those who abandon or 
abuse their elderly parents, to six months 
from the existing three months, according 
to a senior official.

The Ministry of Social Justice and Em-
powerment, which is reviewing the Main-
tenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior 
Citizens Act, 2007 , has also proposed wid-
ening the definition of children to include 
adopted or step children, sons-in-law and 
daughters-in-law, grandchildren and mi-
nors represented by their legal guardians, 
the senior ministry official said.

Only biological children and grand-
children come under the provisions of the 
existing Act.

The Ministry has drafted the the Main-
tenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior 
Citizen Draft Bill, 2018, which once ap-

proved will supersede the existing act.
The draft Act also proposes doing away 

with an upper limit of Rs 10,000 per month 
as maintenance amount, thus making it 
variable.

“Those who earn well can and should 
of course shell out higher amount for the 
upkeep of their parents. 

Also the definition of the term mainte-
nance should go beyond providing food, 
clothing, housing, health care and include 
safety and security of parents,” the official 
said.

The Act in its current form makes it a 
legal obligation for children and heirs to 
provide maintenance to senior citizens 
and parents, by monthly allowance of Rs 
10,000.

Elderly parents can approach a Main-
tenance Tribunal in case their children 
neglect or refuse to maintain them.

Chennai, May 12 (IANS): Unions in the 
banking sector are opposed for a separate 
wage settlement for certain categories of 
officers or top management, said leaders 
of two major unions.

According to them, the Indian Banks’ 
Association (IBA) want to have a separate 
wage settlement for officers in scale 4-7 
and restricting the composite wage set-
tlement for clerks and officers in the grade 
scale 1-3.

However, All India Bank Officers’ 
Confederation (AIBOC) General Secretary 
D.T.Franco told IANS that “the IBA wanted 
the wage revision discussion restricted to 
staff and officers in the scales 1-3. But the 
unions refused”.

His All India Bank Employees’ Associa-

tion (AIBEA) counterpart C.H. Venkatach-
alam said: “The management want to fix 
variable pay for officers in the scale 4-7. But 
the officers unions are unitedly opposed 
to the division in their ranks. As in the 
past eight settlements, this time also the 
wage revision will be done on a composite 
basis.”  Venkatachalam also told IANS that 
from 1979 onwards, the IBA has been ne-
gotiating with the unions for pay revision 
on a composite basis.

Franco also said it is not right to say 
officers in the scales 4-7 are not members 
of any union. He said in State Bank of In-
dia (SBI), all officers in the grade/scale 1-5 
are members of union and in the other to 
scales - 6 and 7 - there is a mix of members 
and non-members.

Islamabad, May 12 (IANS): 
Militants from Pakistan 
did sneak into India to at-
tack Mumbai in 2008 and 
massacre 166 Indians and 
foreigners, former Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif 
said in remarks published 
on Saturday. “Militant or-
ganisations are active (in 
Pakistan),” Sharif told the 
Dawn newspaper in an 
interview. 

“Call them non-state 
actors, should we allow 
them to cross the bor-

der and kill 150 people 
in Mumbai? Explain it to 
me,” he asked, in a clear 
reference to the Mum-
bai killings blamed on 10 
Pakistani terrorists. One 
of them was caught and 
hanged. 

“Why can’t we com-
plete the trial?” Sharif 
asked, referring to the 
masterminds of the Mum-
bai massacre that almost 
brought India and Paki-
stan to war. The Pakistan-
based Lashkar-e-Taiba 

New Delhi, May 12 (PTI): 
President Ram Nath Ko-
vind today, on Interna-
tional Nurses’ Day, lauded 
the dedication and con-
tribution of nurses to the 
nation and stressed on the 
need for strengthening the 
nursing sector.

He also conferred the 
prestigious Florence Night-
ingale awards to 35 nurses 
for their outstanding serv-
ices at a function at the 
Rashtrapati Bhavan.

“Nurses play a very im-
portant role in the lives of 
people and their dedica-
tion and services is recog-
nised by all. Nurses are the 
true nation-builders,” the 
president said.

The entire nation is 
grateful to the nursing 
community for their vital 
role in keeping the country 
healthy, he said.

“At  present,  there 
are 1.7 nurses per 1,000 
people in India, and the 
world average is 2.5 nurs-
es. 

In the past few years, 
the number of registered 
nurses and other health 
workers has crossed 27 

Aurangabad (Maharash-
tra), May 12 (IANS): At least 
two persons were killed 
and more than 40 injured, 
including 10 policemen, 
when clashes broke out 
between two groups in this 
famed Maharashtra tourist 
town, an official said.

Minister of State for 
Home Deepak Kesarkar 
said that the violence 
erupted late on Friday fol-
lowing a trivial local issue 
which angered the people 
in some areas.

“Due to rumours which 
circulated like wildfire on 
social media, it quickly 
flared up and spread,” Ke-
sarkar told IANS.

In the final tally, the 
minister said two persons 
have lost their lives, in-
cluding one in an arson 
incident and another in 
the plastic bullets firing by 
the police.

“Three Assistant Com-
missioners of Police and 
around 10 policemen, be-
sides more than 30 civilians 
have also been injured. 
One ACP’s condition is seri-
ous and he will be operated 
on later,” Kesarkar added.

The full-scale rioting 
resulted in heavy stone-
pelting and torching of 
vehicles and shops in the 
affected areas even as lo-
cal police forces rushed to 
the areas around 10.30 on 
Friday night.

T h e  a u t h o r i t i e s 
snapped Internet and so-
cial media networks in the 
city as a precaution late on 
Friday to prevent rumour-
mongering.

Attempting to con-
trol the rampaging mobs, 
police resorted to caning, 
lobbing teargas shells and 

lakh (till March 2017). But 
this number is not suffi-
cient,” Kovind said. 

Indian nurses’ serv-
ices and dedication are 
recognised all over the 

world, especially in the 
Gulf region where they 
are employed in a large 
number, he said. 

The nurses who have 
been awarded today repre-

sent the country’s diversity 
in unity, the president said. 

Union Health Minis-
ter J P Nadda and Union 
Minister of State for Health 
Ashwini Kumar Choubey 

gave away the awards to 
the nurses at the Florence 
Nightingale awards cer-
emony. 

The awards are given 
to outstanding nursing 
personnel employed with 
the Centre, states or Union 
Territories. 

Nadda expressed con-
fidence that the Florence 
Nightingale Awardees of 
2018 will inspire the nurs-
ing fraternity to rededi-
cate themselves to quality 
healthcare. 

“I congratulate all the 
awardees of the Florence 
Nightingale award-2018, 
who have been honoured 
with this prestigious award 
for their exemplary service 
and thank each one of you 
for your yeoman service 
and contribution towards 
patient care and well-being 
of fellow citizens,” Nadda 
said. 

He said India is proud 
to celebrate International 
Nurses’ Day 2018, acknowl-
edging the strong commit-
ment, compassion and 
dedication that nurses dis-
play in the practice of their 
profession.

fring plastic bullets and im-
posed prohibitory orders, 
banning assembly for four 
or more persons.

However, Kesarkar de-
nied allegations that police 
may have played a partisan 
role in the whole affair and 
said they managed to bring 
the situation under control 
very soon.

Aurangabad Police 
Commissioner Milind 
Bharambe said there were 
two rounds of violence, one 
Friday evening followed by 
another on Saturday, but 
“now the situation is under 
control”.

“It was a small issue... It 
escalated due to rumours 
and the tensions spread... 
Some anti-social elements 

indulged in setting ablaze 
shops and vehicles in the 
locality,” Bharambe told 
the media.

The worst-hit areas 
were Shahganj, Nawab-
pura, Rajabazaar and An-
gribaug which continued 
to remain calm but tense 
even 24 hours later.

Local eyewitness ac-
counts said over three doz-
en shops mostly belong-
ing to small businessmen, 
were reduced to ashes and 
many private vehicles and 
at last two police vans were 
also torched.

The state government 
deployed units of the State 
Reserve Police Force, Indi-
an Reserve Battalion from 
the city, besides rushing 

forces from neighbouring 
Beed and Jalna to maintain 
peace.

Chief Minister Deven-
dra Fadnavis has been ap-
prised of the matter while 
Kesarkar rushed to Aurang-
abad to take stock of the 
situation along with Au-
rangabad Collector Uday 
Chaudhari, Bharambe and 
other officials.

The officials have ap-
pealed to the people of the 
city to remain calm and 
not get misled by rumour-
mongers.

Attacking the ruling 
Bharatiya Janata Party-Shiv 
Sena, Leader of Opposition 
in Assembly Radhakrishna 
Vikhe-Patil said: “Fadnavis 
should own up moral re-

sponsibility for failing to 
prevent the riots and sub-
mit his resignation.”

“It is a clear failure of 
the Police Department and 
since the past four years, 
the Home Department is 
handled by Fadnavis. He 
has proved to be ineffec-
tive in maintaining law 
and order with incidents 
reported daily from all over 
the state and must quit,” he 
demanded.

Hitting out at the law 
enforcers for “a complete 
failure of the intelligence 
department,” Leader of 
Opposition in Council 
Dhananjay Munde de-
manded a judicial probe 
into the riots and compen-
sation for the victims.

Opposition Congress 
state President Ashok Cha-
van called upon the peo-
ple to maintain peace and 
remain vigilant to “foil the 
nefarious designs of com-
munal and divisive forces” 
trying to spread social un-
rest between communities.

“The rioters have burnt 
over 100 shops in the city. 
What was the police do-
ing when these anti-social 
forces were on a rampage 
the whole night? Do they 
enjoy government patron-
age,” he asked.

Meanwhile, All India 
Majlis-E-Ittehadul Mus-
limeen President Asadud-
din Owaisi appealed to 
Fadnavis to take strong ac-
tion against the miscreants 
indulging in the rioting.

Located in the Mar-
athwada region of the state, 
Aurangabad is world-re-
nowned for the famous 
Ajanta-Ellora Caves, Bibi 
Ka Maqbara and other his-
torical landmarks.

was blamed for the Mum-
bai bloodbath.

“It’s absolutely unac-
ceptable. This is exactly 
what we are struggling 
for. President (Vladimir) 
Putin has said it. President 
Xi (Jinping) has said it,” 
Sharif said. 

Sharif, who was de-
posed following corrup-
tion charges, said ahead 
of a public rally in Multan 
in Punjab: “You can’t run 
a country if you have two 
or three parallel govern-
ments. This has to stop. 
There can only be one 
government: the constitu-
tional one.”                 

Asked why he was 
ousted from public of-
fice, Sharif did not reply 
directly but steered the 
conversation towards for-
eign policy and national 
security, the Dawn said. 

“We have isolated our-
selves. Despite giving sac-
rifices, our narrative is not 
being accepted. Afghani-
stan’s narrative is being 
accepted, but ours is not. 
We must look into it.”

Thiruvananthapuram/
Kochi, May 12 (IANS): The 
Kerala Congress on Sat-
urday said mere arrest of 
some police officers and 
suspension of Ernakulam 
Superintendent of Police 
(Rural) A.V. George over 
the custodial death of a 
26-year-old youth is not 
adequate.

Earlier, a Sub-Inspec-
tor and three others were 
arrested in connection 
with the death of Sreejith 
in police custody, while 
George was put under sus-
pension on Friday. It all 
began with 56-year-old 
Vasudevan hanging him-
self after being threatened 
by a group of men at his 
house in early April.

A special police squad 
took Sreejith, father of a 
two-year-old, and nine 
others into custody on 
April 7 and charged them 
with abetment to suicide 
and rioting. Subsequently, 
Sreejith was taken to a 
hospital where he died on 
April 9.

The Congress-led op-
position was up in arms 
over the youth’s death, 
alleging that the govern-
ment and Chief Minister 

Pinarayi Vijayan, who also 
holds the Home portfolio, 
were shielding George.

Sreejith’s mother told 
the media on Saturday 
that the conspiracy to ar-
rest Sreejith was hatched 
at the behest of a local CPI-
M leader and that a meet-
ing was held to decide who 
all should be arrested for 
barging into the house of 
Vasudevan.

No sooner had she 
made this statement, re-
ports came that a local CPI 
leader near Sreejith’s home 
was called in by the police 
probe team, questioned 
and his statement taken.

George had been in 
news previously, as he was 
involved in the arrest of 
PDP leader Abdul Nasir 
Maudany a few years back, 
probed the actress kidnap 
case, which led to the ar-
rest of superstar Dileep 
and a few other high pro-
file cases.

Meanwhile, according 
to informed sources, state 
police chief Loknath Behra 
has submitted the report 
of the police probe team 
led by Inspector General 
of Police S. Sreejith to Vi-
jayan.



Kuala Lumpur, May 12 (IANS): 
Former Malaysian Prime Min-
ister Najib Razak, who was de-
feated in the general elections, 
resigned as head of his United 
Malays National Organisation 
and the Barisan Nasional coa-
lition after his successor Ma-
hathir Mohamad barred him 
from leaving the country on 
Saturday over a massive embez-
zlement case and diversion of 
state funds.

“I am stepping down as Pres-
ident of UMNO and chairman 
of BN coalition with immediate 
effect,” Najib told a press confer-
ence in Kuala Lumpur.

He said the resignation was 
to take up the responsibility for 
the defeat in the Wednesday’s 
general elections held earlier this 
week, the BBC reported.

Najib said in a statement ear-
lier in the day that he was leaving 
the country with his wife Ros-
mah Mansor “to take a break”. 
However, it was soon followed by 
a tweet saying that he had been 
informed that the Immigration 
Department doesn’t allow him 
to leave the country.

“I respect this instruction 
and will stay in the country with 
my family,” he said. He, accord-
ing to reports, intended to fly to 
Indonesian capital Jakarta.

Mahathir, 92-year-old new 
Prime Minister said that he had 
instructed the travel ban for 

Najib and his wife. “There are 
a lot of complaints against him 
(Najib), all of which have to be 
investigated,” he told a press 
conference.

“If we found some of the 
complaints are valid, we have 
to act quickly because we don’t 
want to settle with the problem 
of extradition from other coun-
tries.”

Mahathir also announced 
that he had dismissed the prose-
cutor, Mohamed Andin Ali, who 
in 2016 exonerated Najib in the 
investigation into the diversion 
of money from the state fund 
1Malaysia Development Berhad 
(1MDB).

He said that he would study 
the investigation report and that 
his priority would be to recover 
the diverted money.

In 2015, Najib was impli-
cated in the 1MDB scandal for 
diverting around $681 million 
to his private accounts from the 
1MDB, which he had created 
and presided over.

He claimed that the money 
was a donation from the Saudi 
Arabian royal family and the 
Malaysian prosecutor’s office 
had then exonerated him of any 
suspicion.

However, the alleged em-
bezzlement and laundering of 
funds diverted from the 1MDB 
are being investigated in half a 
dozen countries, including the 

US, Switzerland and Singapore.
The US Department of Jus-

tice estimated that the amount 
diverted from 1MDB was $4.5 
billion, of which some $1 billion 
may have been laundered in 
the US through the purchase of 
real estate, yachts, jewellery and 
works of art.

Part of the diverted money 
was allegedly used to fund Hol-
lywood film “The Wolf of Wall 
Street “ and purchase a 22-carat 
pink diamond pendant allegedly 
for Najib’s wife for $27.3 million.

Mahathir, former head of the 
government between 1981 and 
2003, decided to return to the 

political arena after Najib’s in-
volvement in the 1MDB scandal 
and allied with the opposition to 
win the elections. 

His victory put an end to the 
nearly 61-year rule of Najib’s 
BN coalition, which had been 
in power since Malaysia’s inde-
pendence in 1957.

Baghdad, May 12 (PTI/AFP): Iraq voted to-
day in its first parliamentary election since 
declaring victory over the Islamic State 
group, with growing tensions between 
neighbouring Iran and the United States 
threatening a power struggle.

Turnout appeared weak as polling 
stations closed across the country after 11 
hours of voting that took place under tight 
security given the ongoing threat posed by 
the jihadists.

There were no major incidents re-
ported across the country, with the only 
flareup coming when, a local official said, 
shelling killed a policeman and wounded 
five others in eastern Iraq.

The poll comes with tensions surging 
between key powers Iran and the United 
States after Washington pulled out of a 
landmark 2015 nuclear deal, sparking fears 
of a destabilising power struggle in Iraq.

Roughly 24.5 million voters face a frag-
mented political landscape five months 
after IS was ousted, with the dominant 
Shiites split, the Kurds in disarray and Sun-
nis sidelined.

More than 15 blood-sodden years 
since the US-led ouster of Saddam Hus-
sein, there is scepticism about a political 
system dominated by an elite seen as 
mired in corruption and sectarianism.

At a polling station in the Baghdad 
district of Karrada, 74-year-old voter Sami 
Wadi appealed for change “to save the 
country”.

He called on Iraqis “to prevent those 
who have controlled the nation since 2003 
from staying in power”.

While voting stations in the capital 
were sparsely attended, in some part of 
the country there seemed greater interest 
in the vote.

In the former IS bastion of Mosul -- still 
partly in ruins from the months-long fight 
to oust the group -- residents queued up to 
make their choice as they look to recover 
from jihadist rule.

“I am voting for security and the econ-
omy to stabilise and for a better future,” 
said labourer Ali Fahmi, 26.

Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi -- who 
took office as IS rampaged across Iraq in 
2014 -- is angling for a new term, claiming 
credit for defeating the jihadists and seeing 
off a Kurdish push for independence.

But competition from within his Shiite 
community, the majority group dominat-
ing Iraqi politics, will likely splinter the vote 
and spell lengthy horse-trading to form 
any government.

“Iraq is strong and unified after defeat-

ing terror,” Abadi said after voting. “The 
elections will determine Iraq’s future.” 
Whoever emerges as premier will face the 
mammoth task of rebuilding a country left 
shattered by the battle against IS -- with 
donors already pledging USD 30 billion.

More than two million people remain 
internally displaced and IS -- which has 
threatened the polls -- is still able to launch 
deadly attacks.

Iraq has long been a crucible for the 
rivalry between Iran and the US, with 
Tehran exerting influence over Shiite poli-
ticians and Washington deploying troops 
to fight IS.

Overall, just under 7,000 candidates are 
standing and Iraq’s complex system means 
no single bloc is likely to get anything near 
a majority in the 329-seat parliament.

Abadi -- a consensus figure who has 
balanced the US and Iran -- is facing two 
leading challengers to his Victory Alliance 
with closer ties to Tehran.

Ex-premier Nuri al-Maliki is widely 
reviled for stirring sectarianism and los-
ing territory to IS, but draws support from 
hardliners.

“I wish for all to go to the ballot boxes 
to make their choice,” Maliki said after 
casting his ballot, demanding authorities 
stop “attempts at falsification through the 
pressuring of voters”.

Hadi al-Ameri -- a contender who led 
Iran-backed paramilitary units that fought 
IS alongside Baghdad’s troops -- called for 
“change” as he seeks to turn battlefield 
wins into political gains.

Votes in Sunni heartlands once 
dominated by IS -- including Mosul -- 
are up in the air as traditional alliances 
have been shredded by the fallout of 
jihadist rule.

Political forces in the Kurdish com-
munity -- often seen as kingmakers -- are 
also in disarray after a September vote for 
independence spectacularly backfired.

The Kurds look set to lose some of their 
clout on the national stage after Baghdad 
unleashed a battery of sanctions and 
seized back disputed oil-rich regions.

Putting on a brave face, the prime min-
ister of autonomous Kurdistan, Nechirvan 
Barzani, insisted the political process 
would not succeed “without Kurdish par-
ticipation”.

“No party can form the next govern-
ment without alliances,” he said in tel-
evised comments after voting. 

An announcement on the turnout was 
due Saturday evening and initial results are 
expected in three days.

United Nations, May 12 (IANS): 
A surge in births among Ro-
hingya refugee women in Bang-
ladesh is imminent and the fact 
that possibly thousands of the 
pregnancies resulted from rape 
makes the provision of proper 
medical care in the camps more 
difficult, according to a UN 
News portal report.

With the monsoon season 
fast approaching in Bangladesh, 
UN agencies and their partners 
are struggling to protect nearly 
700,000 Rohingya refugees from 
disaster and disease, Xinhua 
news agency reported citing the 
portal report released on Friday.

While the imminent new 
births are already a great chal-
lenge to the world body, the 
wrenching legacy of sexual vio-
lence makes the job even harder.

The displaced population 
includes an estimated 40,000 
pregnant women, UN officials 
estimate, many of whom are 
expected to give birth in com-
ing weeks.

An unknown but significant 
share of these pregnancies, aid 
officials believe, resulted from 

rapes committed by members 
of the Myanmar army and allied 
militants.

Pregnancies resulting from 
“what we believe could have 
been a frenzy of sexual violence 
in August and September 2017 
could come to term very soon”, 
Andrew Gilmour, UN Assistant 
Secretary-General for Human 
Rights, told UN News. “So, we 
are expecting a surge of births.”

In March, Gilmour travelled 
to Bangladesh’s Cox’s Bazar, 
where the refugees have settled 
in camps and make-shift clear-
ings after escaping violence in 
Myanmar’s Rakhine.

Fearing stigma, sometimes 
feeling depressed or ashamed, 
pregnant refugee women are 
often reluctant to admit that 
they were raped, according to 
medical and aid workers.

Attacks by Rohingya activ-
ists on Myanmar security posts 
in Rakhine on August 25, 2017, 
prompted alleged massive ret-
ribution by Myanmar security 
forces and vigilante groups, forc-
ing the mostly Muslim Rohing-
yas to flee to Bangladesh.

Washington, May 12 (IANS): US 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
announced here on Friday that 
the US government “would be 
willing” to offer economic aid to 
North Korea it is gets rid of its nu-
clear weapons and takes concrete 
steps toward a “complete” and 
“verifiable” denuclearization.

“If North Korea takes bold 
action to quickly denuclearize, 
the United States is prepared to 
work with North Korea to achieve 
prosperity on the par with our 
South Korean friends,” Pompeo 

said at the State Department dur-
ing a joint press conference with 
his South Korean counterpart 
Kang Kyung-wha, Efe reported. 
Until an agreement is reached, 
Washington plans on maintain-
ing pressure through sanctions, 
which have made it harder for 
North Korea to trade with China, 
its main ally.

Kang said South Korea want-
ed the sanctions to stay in place 
until Pyongyang takes “visible, 
meaningful action” to get rid of 
its nuclear weapons.

“We’re not talking about sanc-
tions relief at this point,” she said.

Pompeo’s offer to provide 
economic aid comes as the US 
and North Korea are preparing 
for a historic summit between 
North Korean leader Kim Jong-un 
and US President Donald Trump, 
which will take place in Singa-
pore on June 12.

Both Kang and Pompeo 
stressed that their goal is to 
achieve a “complete” and “veri-
fiable” denuclearization of the 
Korean peninsula.

Journalists asked Pompeo 
what such a denuclearization 
would look like and if it meant 
carrying out inspections in North 
Korean nuclear plants.

Pompeo returned on Thurs-
day from Pyongyang, where he 
met with Kim and helped secure 
the release of three American 
prisoners being held in North 
Korea.

Pompeo was the head of the 
CIA for 15 months prior to being 
sworn in as Secretary of State on 
April 26.

Aden (Yemen), May 12 
(IANS): Yemeni govern-
ment forces succeeded in 
retaking control of a dis-
trict from the Shia Houthi 
rebels after fierce armed 
confrontations and air-
strikes in the southwestern 
province of Taiz on Satur-
day, an Army commander 
said.

“The Houthi mili-
tants have been defeat-
ed in Alwazy’ah district 
after units of the Army 
and allied tribal fighters 
launched overnight offen-
sive and backed by intensi-
fied Saudi-led air strikes,” 
the Army commander was 
cited as saying by Xinhua 
news agency.

He said that the gov-

ernment forces supported 
by the United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE) carried out a 
well-planned assault, forc-
ing the Houthi militants to 
run away which resulted in 
full recapture of Alwazy’ah 
district on Saturday morn-
ing.

The state-run UAE 
news agency WAM report-
ed that the Yemeni Na-
tional Forces liberated the 
entire Alwazy’ah front, ex-
punging the Iran-backed 
Houthi militia out of their 
pockets in the area. 

The liberation came as 
part of a large-scale cam-
paign that was supported 
by the UAE Armed Forces 
and inflicted heavy hu-
man and material damage 

on the rebels.
Meanwhile, the UAE-

backed Yemeni forces con-
tinued in making ground 
progress in the fighting 
in western coast of Ho-
deidah province and liber-
ated several areas from the 
Houthi rebels.

A military official said 
that “the government 
forces will continue in its 
advance and a large-scale 
military operation might 
be declared to liberate 
the port city of Hodeidah 
soon”.

The UN has listed Yem-
en as the world’s number 
one humanitarian crisis, 
with seven million Yem-
enis on the brink of famine 
and cholera. 

Washington, May 12 (PTI/
AFP): US fighter jets inter-
cepted two Russian bomb-
ers in international air 
space off western Alaska, 
the North American Aero-
space Defense Command 
said today.

The long-range Tu-
95 “Bear” bombers were 
“intercepted and visual-
ly identified” yesterday 
morning by a pair of Alas-
ka-based NORAD F-22 
Raptors as the Russian air-
craft flew in the Air Defense 
Identification Zone, north 
of the Aleutian Islands, said 
Canadian Army Major An-
drew Hennessy, of NORAD 
public affairs.

The Air Defense Iden-
tification Zone extends 

for about 200 miles (322 
kilometers) from the coast-
line, mostly in internation-
al airspace.

“At no time did the Rus-
sian bombers enter North 
American sovereign air-
space,” Hennessy said in a 
statement to AFP.

He added that the US 
jets monitored the Rus-
sians until the propellor-
driven bombers left the 
Identification Zone along 
the Aleutians heading west.

In April last year NO-
RAD and the Pentagon said 
Tu-95 Bear bombers were 
spotted in international air 
space on three occasions 
- twice near the Aleutian Is-
lands and once near main-
land Alaska and Canada.

Yangon, May 12 (PTI/AFP): At least 
19 people have been killed in clashes 
between Myanmar’s military and an 
ethnic armed group today in north-
ern Shan State, Myanmar army and 
local sources said, the most deadly 
flare-up in recent years as fighting in 
the borderlands intensifies. 

Rights defenders say clashes in 
northern Myanmar near the China 
border have ramped up since Janu-
ary as the international community 
focuses on the Rohingya crisis in the 
west of the country.

The military stands accused of 
carrying out an ethnic cleansing cam-
paign against the stateless minority 
in Rakhine.

Today’s violence was between the 
military and the Ta’ang National Lib-
eration Army, or TNLA, one of several 
insurgent groups fighting for more 
autonomy in the north.

“Nineteen [people] were killed 
in fighting,” the Myanmar military 
source said, adding that two dozen 
had been injured.

Thaung Tun, a local NGO leader 
who helped carry the injured to the 
hospital, said the dead included one 
police officer, one rebel fighter, four 
members of a state-backed militia, 
and two women civilians.

Pictures of burned out vehicles 
and armed men running for cover 
spread quickly on social media.

TNLA spokesman Major Mai 
Aik Kyaw told AFP that the group at-

tacked joint military and militia posts 
in the Shan state town of Muse and on 
a road to Lashio.

“We fight because of thorough 
fighting in our region and the serious 
offensive in Kachin State,” he said, 
referring to fresh confrontations 
in Myanmar’s northernmost state 
between the army and the TNLA-
aligned Kachin Independence Army.

Upwards of 90,000 people reside 
in IDP camps in Kachin and Shan 
states since a ceasefire between the 
powerful Kachin Independence 
Army and the military broke down 
in 2011.

Those fleeing violence have shel-
tered in tents and even churches in 
Kachin, which is mainly Christian, as 
rights groups accuse the military of 
blocking aid.

Myanmar’s patchwork of ethnic 
groups make up round a third of 
the population, but the Bamar or 
Burmese have filled the Buddhist-
majority country’s power structures 
since independence in 1948. Civilian 
leader Aung San Suu Kyi said ending 
Myanmar’s long-running conflicts 
was her main priority after she took 
power in 2016, but she shares power 
with the military that fought the in-
surgencies for decades. 

Suu Kyi managed to bring two 
ethnic groups into a ceasefire accord 
in February, adding to eight others 
who had inked the deal before she 
took office. 
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News IN BrIef
42 killed in Israeli strikes in 
Syria this week
Beirut, May12 (PTI/AP): A Syrian war monitor 
says a wave of  Israeli strikes on suspected military 
positions in Syria this week killed 42 people. The 
Britain-based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights 
said today the new death toll from attacks early 
Thursday was 27, including at least 11 Iranians 
and six Syrian soldiers. In strikes near the capital 
on Wednesday, the Observatory said at least 15 
were killed, including eight Iranians. That brings 
to 42, including 19 Iranians, the total killed during 
the two days of  strikes. Syria blamed Israel for the 
Wednesday strikes that hit near the capital. Israel said 
its Thursday strikes were in response to a barrage of  
Iranian rockets on its positions in the occupied Golan 
Heights, the most serious military confrontation 
between the two bitter enemies to date.

5.1 magnitude quake hits Japan
Tokyo, May 12 (IANS): An earthquake measuring 
5.1-magnitude on the Richter scale hit Japan’s 
Nagano on Saturday, the Met said. No major damage 
or injuries were reported. The Japan Meteorological 
Agency said the tremors were felt at 10.29 a.m. and 
the quake originated at a depth of  10 km, Xinhua 
news agency reported. No tsunami warning was 
issued for the earthquake that logged lower than five 
in some parts.

Man kills nephew for ‘honour’ 
in Pakistan
Islamabad, May 12 (IANS): A man killed his 
teenage nephew and buried his corpse in their home 
in a case of  honour killing in Karachi. The boy, 
believed to be 18 years old, was beaten to death last 
week by his uncle who is currently absconding, police 
was cited as saying by the Daily Times on Saturday.  
The police were informed about the incident by the 
victim’s grandfather. Earlier in April, Pakistani-
Italian woman Sana Cheema was strangled to death 
by her brother, father and uncle in another “honour 
killing” case as she wanted to marry in Italy.

AP/PTI

Iraqi President Fuad Masum, center, casts his vote in the country’s parliamentary elections in the heavily 
fortified Green Zone in Baghdad, Iraq, Saturday, May 12, 2018. Polls opened across Iraq on Saturday in the 
first national election since the declaration of victory over the Islamic State group. 

AP/PTI

Former Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak, right, hugs former deputy Prime Minister Ahmad Zahid Hamidi, left, during a 
press conference in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Saturday, May 12, 2018. Najib Razak says he’s resigning as head of his Malay party 
to take responsibility for the electoral defeat that ended his coalition’s 60-year grip on power. 

former Malaysian PM resigns as party 
chief, barred from leaving country

Iraq holds first nationwide election since IS defeat

UN copes with imminent birth 
surge among Rohingya refugees

US to help N Korea economically if it gets rid of nuclear weapons

Yemeni forces liberate key 
district from Houthi rebels

Russian bombers intercepted 
off Alaska — NORAD

19 dead in fighting between Myanmar army, rebels — Military
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John F Kennedy’s grandson makes 
acting debut with ‘Blue Bloods’
Former US President John F Kennedy’s grandson Jack Schlossberg is making his act-
ing in the show “Blue Bloods”. The 25-year-old actor will be making an appearance as 
Officer Jack Hammer in the season eight finale of the crime show which airs on CBS. “I 
don’t make the rules, I just pretend to enforce them Cash me tonight on season eight 
finale of ‘Blue Bloods’ my dream come true!! Best show in the entire world,” the actor 
wrote on Instagram. Schlossberg also shared a picture from the sets of the show, in 
which he is standing in police uniform, posing with his mother, Caroline Kennedy, and 
other cast members. In another photo, the actor can be seen pointing at a sign that 
reads “Officer Jack Hammer”. (PTI)

Slayer kick off farewell tour

Teenage beauties walk it out for Miss Teen Priyanka Chopra’s ‘Quantico’ 
axed after three seasons

Achumbeni, Imnasenla, and Kilangsungla take pageant  

Spice Girls ‘are working on a tell-all documentary’

Dave Grohl’s lengthy instrumental solo song

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

11 am, 5 pm: 
Avengers (Eng) 2D

2 pm, 8 pm: The past (Hindi)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

T
he end is nigh for Slayer, 
who embarked on 
what’s being billed as 
their final world tour 
last night in San Diego 

— and delivered an appropriately 
career-spanning set that proved 
the band is ending its travels with 
all the sound and fury fans have 
come to expect.

As previously reported, the 
band revealed its plans for a final 
tour with a typically terse an-
nouncement that warned “the 
end of days is near” and promised 
the dates would see Slayer “make 
its exit.” While members of the 
group haven’t offered any further 
details regarding the reasons for 

the tour or whatever their future 
plans might be, there have been 
signs that they were thinking about 
winding things down for several 
years. As bassist and singer Tom 
Araya quipped in a 2016 interview 
with Loudwire, “After 35 years, 
it’s time to collect my pension. ... 
It just gets harder and harder to 
come back out on the road. Thirty-
five years is a long time.”

The band’s San Diego set list, 
which you can look over below, 
included a song from every one 
of their 12 studio albums with the 
exception of 1996’s covers collec-
tion Undisputed Attitude, which 
contained only a single Slayer orig-
inal. In cherry-picking cuts from 

their catalog, they returned some 
songs to the stage after protracted 
absences: “Blood Red” made its 
first appearance since 2010, and 
“Dittohead” was performed for the 
first time since 2013. As has often 
been the case at Slayer concerts, 
the crowd’s enthusiasm became a 
bit of a problem when the pit at the 
venue — which was using general 
admission seating — filled over 
capacity. According to the below 
fan-filmed video, the problem re-
surfaced partway through the set, 
at which point Araya reportedly 
got involved, urging the audience 
to comply and clear the aisles so 
they could keep playing.

Ultimateclassicrock

A 
beauty pageant for 
teenage girls, Miss 
Teen 2018, was pre-
sented on Saturday at 
Chumukedima Town 

Council’s hall at Chumukedima 
in Dimapur. The event was or-
ganised by a group of four wom-
en from Chumukedima known 
by the name Ekta (Nagamese for 
‘one’) with a tag line “amazing 
things happen as one.”

Ketholeno Kense Vihienuo, 
a known Naga model, was the 
guest of honour in the event. In 
her address during the event, the 
model spoke against negativ-
ism. ‘We are bringing our people 
down and it is us who don’t let 
our people grow.’ She urged the 
people to change their attitude, 
and not to judge people.

The model also appealed to 
parents to support their children 
in whatever they do. She said, “If 
you support them, you get time 
to mingle and will keep up to 
date with the kids. Support each 
other listen to their side of their 
story. It is beautiful.”

Vihienuo also expressed 
displeasure at the prevalence 
of tribalism in Nagaland. She 
requested the people to unite. 

Fourteen contestants com-
peted for the title. The contest-
ants were college and school 
girls, residents of Chumuke-
dima. The event consisted of 
three categories viz., traditional, 
casual, and the evening gown 
round. Out of it, six were selected 
for the final round.

Achumbeni Ovung was 
crowned the first Miss Teen 
by Ketholeno Kense. The first 
runner-up title went to Im-
nasenla Longkumer, and the 
second runner-up title went to 
Kilangsungla Longchar.

Other winners include Miss 
Social Media Kilangsangla 
Longchar, Miss Talent Imnasenla 
Longkumer, Miss Congeniality 
Thsangshila, Miss Photogenic 
Achumbeni Ovung, and Miss 
Perfect Ten Nyanbeni Ezung.

The judges for the event were 
Miss Nagaland 2017 Marina 
Kiho; founder and director for 
Ethnic Trendzanda Organiza-
tion Gihutoli Khulu; founder and 
director of Dreams Unlimited 
Tiakumzuk; co-founder of Apex 
Manpower Services Ben Kithan; 
and proprietor of Fusion store 
Temsusenla. 

Eastern Mirror Desk

I
ndian actress 
Priyanka Chopra’s 
“Quantico” will not 
be getting a fourth 
season.

The network ABC has 
opted to cancel the ter-
rorism drama. Its season 
3 finale will now serve as 
the series ender, reports 
deadline.com.

“Quantico”, from ABC 
Studios and producer 
Mark Gordon, was a 
breakout when it debuted 
in 2015, setting delayed 
viewing lift records. But 
with its dense narrative 

and heavy serialisation, 
the series started to lose 
momentum in the second 
half of its first season and 
continued to see declines 
through season 2 and into 
season 3.

It came down-to-the-
wire last May for the dra-
ma series when it scored 
a last-minute abbreviated 
season 3 renewal with a 
reduced license fee and 
new creative under a new 
showrunner.

Created by Joshua 
Safran, the show starred 
Priyanka as Alex Parrish 

-- an FBI recruit who joins 
the agency after graduat-
ing from the FBI Academy 
and becomes a prime 
suspect of a terrorist 
attack on Grand Central 
Terminal. 

Season three saw Alex 
going back to navigating 
the dangerous waters 
of the CIA that she left 
behind when she retired 
to Italy. The Indian actress 
got global acclaim after 
the show and also won 
two People’s Choice 
Awards for her role. 

The show is aired o on 
Star World and Star World 
HD. 

The cast also included 
Jake McLaughlin, Johanna 
Braddy, Russell Tovey, 
Alan Powell, Marlee Mat-
lin and Blair Underwood.

While the show 
got cancelled, Indian-
American actor Kal Penn 
expressed his desire to 
work with Priyanka. He 
tweeted to her: “Hey 
Priyanka Chopra, let’s do 
a movie.”

Priyanka responded: 
“Done and done Kal 
Penn.”

IANS

T
he iconic girl group - 
which features Mel B, 
Mel C, Emma Bunton, 
Geri Halliwell, and 
Victoria Beckham - 

first appeared on the big screen 
together in 1997’s ‘Spice World’, and 
they’re currently working on a new 
movie project that could premiere 
in 2019.

The girls have also committed 
to making an animated superhero-
themed epic, in which they’ll voice 
the characters, but according to 
The Sun newspaper, the band’s 
latest movie venture has been in-
spired by Liam Gallagher’s behind-
the-scenes documentary ‘As It Was’.

The project has been attracting 

a little buzz at this year’s Cannes 
Film Festival and the Spice Girls 
are eager to do something simi-
larly edgy, having previously been 
panned for ‘Spice World’.

The girls have watched Liam’s 
documentary and have been using 
it as a template for their ambitions.

Speculation about the movie 
comes shortly after an insider 
revealed that the group will attend 
Prince Harry and Meghan Markle’s 
wedding, but insisted there are no 
plans for them to perform.

The ‘Wannabe’ hitmakers were 
previously thought to be taking to 
the stage at the upcoming royal 
wedding on May 19, after Mel B 
hinted at a possible performance.

But the insider recently ex-
plained: “The girls were individu-
ally invited to attend the wedding, 
but there is no plan to have them 
perform.

“Although there is no plan to 
have the Spice Girls perform, it is 
a wedding, and who knows what 
could spontaneously happen.”

Victoria, 44, previously hinted 
she had been invited to the up-
coming wedding, refusing to deny 
rumours about her attendance 
during an appearance on a US chat 
show.

Asked about the rumours, 
Victoria stumbled over her words, 
saying: “I, uh, I, I don’t know...”

Femalefirst.co.uk

T
he Foo Fighters front-
man insists his next 
project isn’t a “solo 
record”, but he’ll be do-
ing all the writing and 

recording for the lengthy instru-
mental himself.

He said: “I have a studio, East-
West in LA, where I’m going to set 
up an expanse of instruments.

“Several drum kits, a load of 
guitars, bass, rhythm and lead.

“I’ll hit play and the clock will 
start ticking. I will record the first 
drum part, then I will run to the 
next drum set and play another 
drum part that will record over the 
first.

“Then I will do the same with 
all the guitars, all assigned to a 
different moment in the instru-
mental...

“The best part is we’ll film 
everything with multiple cameras 
so by the end of it you will see 
and hear one song being played 
for 25 minutes, with six different 
Dave Grohls playing every note, 
on every single instrument, all the 
way through in one take.”

But the 49-year-old rocker 
admits it will take a lot of prepara-

tion.
He said: “The worst part is, 

and that’s why I’ve had about 
four hours sleep every night on 
this tour, I have to write and then 
memorise all the music for this 
thing, for all the instruments, be-
fore I get back to LA in two weeks.”

The ‘My Hero’ hitmaker is un-
dertaking the project “just because 
[he] can” because his success 
means he’s in a position where he 
doesn’t have to worry about other 
people’s opinions.

He said: “No one thought 
Nirvana would be a big deal... So 
when everything went crazy, when 
the world started coming to us, 
when that whole wild ride started 
happening, it gave me a license to 
never have to listen to anyone ever 
again. “From that moment on, no 
one has told me what to do.

“So if something needs doing, 
I’ll just do it myself. 

“If I want to write a 25-minute 
instrumental, write all the music, 
play all the instruments, film it 
and then, guess what, maybe 
never even release it? I’ll do it. Just 
because I can.”

Femalefirst.co.uk

EM Images

Miss Teen Achumbeni Ovung, centre, flanked by first runner-up Imnasenla Longkumer 
(L), and the second runner-up Kilangsungla Longchar.
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Marseille lose upper hand in 
CL qualifying race in Ligue 1

Brazil defender Alves out 
of World Cup with knee injury

Manu-Sumeeth loses in 
Australian Open semis

Conte’s future in doubt as Chelsea face top-four woe

Lewis Hamilton takes pole for Spanish Grand Prix

Ireland off to flying start as 
inaugural Test gets underway

Briton Prescod claims shock 100m win in rainy Shanghai

Marseille and Guingamp played out a dramatic draw on Friday.

Antonio Conte

Ireland’s William Porterfield and Pakistan’s Sarfraz Ahmed show off 
a special trophy that has been put up for Ireland’s first Test match, 
which begins at Malahide.

Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton of Britain, right, pole position, is flanked by hie teammate Valtteri Bottas of 
Finland, second fastest time after the qualifying session for the Spanish Formula One Grand Prix at the Barcelona 
Catalunya racetrack in Montmelo, Spain, Saturday, May 12, 2018. 

AP/PTI

Paris, May 12 (IANS): Flo-
rian Thauvin salvaged 
Marseille one point away 
against Guingamp, with 
the match in a 3-3, a result 
that leaves the latter in the 
fourth position in the Ligue 
1 football championship.

Trailing 2-3 into the 
final ten minutes on Fri-
day, Thauvin swept home 
on substitute Bouna Sarr’s 
right-flank cross to finish 
the match in a thrilling 
draw, reports Xinhua news 
agency.

Following the draw in 
their 37th round match, 
Marseille are fourth in the 
table with 74 points -- same 
as third-placed Monaco but 
the latter has two matches 
in hand apart from a better 
goal difference. 

Lyon are second with 
75 points from 36 matches. 
The third-ranked team of 
Ligue 1 will go into the play-
off round of Champions 
League qualifiers.

With 92 points, Paris 
Saint-Germain, who re-

gained the league cham-
pionship with five rounds 
to spare, will lift the trophy 
following the home match 
against Rennes.

The match between Gu-
ingamp and Marseille was 
put one day forward as the 

latter will take on Atletico 
Madrid in Europa League 
final on May 16. 

The Europa League title 
will serve as another way 
to group stage the UEFA 
Champions League.

The visitors got to a fly-

ing start and built a two-
goal advantage in the first 
quarter of an hour. In-form 
Thauvin teed up Valere Ger-
main for a header just two 
minutes into the match, 
before finishing the attack 
in the same manner from 

Barcelona, May 12 (AFP): 
Lewis Hamilton roared 
back to form and secured a 
stunning pole position for 
Sunday’s Spanish Grand 
Prix when he delivered a 
record-breaking qualifying 
lap on Saturday.

The defending four 
time world champion and 
current series leader broke 
the track lap record with 
a series of laps that cul-
minated in him clocking 
1:16.173, 0.040 seconds 
ahead of his team-mate 
Finn Valtteri Bottas as Mer-
cedes locked up the front 
row of the grid.

It was Hamilton’s sec-
ond pole this season, after 
the season-opening race in 
Australia, his third straight 
in Spain and the 74th of his 
career. It broke Sebastian 
Vettel’s streak after three 
straight poles.

G e r m a n  f o u r- t i m e 
champion Vettel was third 

fastest for Ferrari ahead of 
his team-mate 2007 cham-
pion Finn Kimi Raikko-
nen and the Red Bulls of 
Dutchman Max Verstap-
pen and Australian Daniel 
Ricciardo.

Dane Kevin Magnussen 
of Haas was seventh ahead 
of two-time champion 
and home hero Fernando 
Alonso of McLaren, fellow-
Spaniard Carlos Sainz of 
Renault and Frenchman 
Carlos Sainz of Renault.

The top four were sepa-
rated by only 0.132 seconds 
at the end of the session 
– which promises a close 
race on Sunday at the Cir-
cuit de Catalunya.

“I needed this pole 
– I’ve not had one for a 
while,” said Hamilton who 
leads Vettel in the drivers’ 
title race by just four points 
after four races.

“And it’s a Mercedes 
one-two which is great 

Lucas Ocampos in the 14th 
minute.

Clement Grenier got 
one back for Guingamp 
before the interval, as he 
was on position to find the 
empty net after Jimmy Bri-
and hit the crossbar.

Marseille lost ground af-
ter the restart, and began to 
pay for their slack defense. 
Ocampos’ handball in the 
52nd minute earned his 
opponents a penalty, which 
was converted by Grenier 
for his brace of the match.

Guingamp went in 
front on another spot kick 
in the 70th minute. An un-
marked Briand was brought 
down by goalkeeper Steve 
Mandanda in the box. The 
French international was 
shown a red card, before 
Briand made it from the 
penalty spot.

Guingamp wasted a glo-
rious chance to bag three 
points at home, as their at-
tempt was denied by Jordan 
Amavi in front of goal line in 
stoppage time.

Sao Paulo, May 12 (Reu-
ters): Brazil’s Paris St Ger-
main defender Dani Alves 
will miss the World Cup due 
to a knee injury which re-
quires surgery and he could 
be out of action for up to six 
months.

Alves, who plays for 
French champions Paris St 
Germain, limped off near 
the end of Tuesday’s French 
Cup Final win over third-tier 
Les Herbiers.

The Brazilian team doc-
tor, Rodrigo Lasmar, flew to 
Paris to examine the play-
er and decided surgery 
was necessary after 
diagnosing an injury 
to his right anterior 
cruciate ligament.

“It is clear that 
the Daniel Alves’s 
call up for the pe-
riod of prepara-
tion, friendlies and 
consequently the 
World Cup, is impossible,” 
the Brazilian Football Con-
federation CBF said.

Brazil will play warm-
up matches against Croatia 
on June 3 and Austria seven 
days later, before kicking off 
their World Cup campaign 
on June 17 against Swit-
zerland.

The five-times world 
champions will then play 
Costa Rica and Serbia in 
Group E.

Alves, 35, is one of the 
squad’s most experienced 
players with 
107 caps.

H i s 
absence 
in Russia 
wil l  be 
a  b l ow 
to Brazil 

coach Tite, who values not 
just his technical ability but 
also his effect on the dress-
ing room, where he is one 
of the most popular players.

The right back, who is a 
fine crosser of the ball, is ex-
pected to be out for up to six 
months and Brazil’s players 
past and present expressed 
their support for Alves.

“I am so sad to hear this. 
Footballers hate missing 
games but I know first-hand 
that missing World Cup 
games is the worst feeling,” 

Pele, who was forced out 
of the 1962 and 1966 

World Cup tour-
naments because 
of injury, said on 
twitter.

M a n c h e s -
ter City’s Danilo 
and Fagner of 

C o r i n t h i a n s 
are among the 
players most 
l ikely to re-
p l a c e  A l ve s 
when Tite an-
nounces his 
2 3 - m a n 
s q u a d  f o r 
the finals 
on Mon-
day.

here. There is always a 
great atmosphere here 
with loads of British fans 
and even Spanish fans sup-

porting us, which is great 
too!”

Bottas said: “It was 
close, like it has been all 

week. I ruined my first run 
in Q3 so I really only had 
one chance. It is a shame 
it is only four-hundredths, 

but it is good for the team. 
Now we want to get the 
one-two we deserved in 
Baku…”

Vettel said he was hap-
py with his lap. “I was feel-
ing good too and I looked 
at the tower and then I 
saw my name didn’t go up 
– but, then, we expected 
Mercedes to be strong.

“Let’s see what happens 
now tomorrow. I hope eve-
ryone will enjoy it!”

The Q1 session began 
in mild conditions with 
rain threatening and soon 
produced drama.

After being accused of 
“sand bagging” by Hamil-
ton, Ferrari quickly showed 
they had more pace than 
expected by rising to the 
top of the times with Vettel 
outpacing Raikkonen.

New Zealander Bren-
don Hartley of Toro Rosso 
was not among the runners 
following his huge accident 

at the end of final practice, 
which left the rear end of 
his car wrecked after spin-
ning into the barriers at 
high speed.

He will have to ask the 
race stewards for permis-
sion to take part in Sun-
day’s race even if his car is 
repaired and he can prove 
his fitness.

He was classified 20th 
and was eliminated along 
with German Nico Hulken-
berg, who suffered fuel 
problems with his Renault, 
Swede Marcus Ericsson of 
Sauber and Russian rookie 
Sergey Sirotkin and his Wil-
liams team-mate Canadian 
teenager Lance Stroll.

The second qualifying 
session began with the 
top four delivering record-
breaking laps as both Mer-
cedes and Ferrari scorched 
around the circuit, Vettel 
topping them off with a 
1:16.8 to go quickest.

Hamilton tested a set 
of super-softs before the 
session ended with Bel-
gian Stoffel Vandoorne 
of McLaren, Frenchman 
Pierre Gasly of Toro Rosso, 
the Force India pairing of 
Frenchman Esteban Ocon 
and Mexican Sergio Perez, 
and Frenchman Charles 
Leclerc of Sauber elimi-
nated from the final round.

The top ten all went 
out on super-softs at the 
start of Q3 with Hamil-
ton smashing the records 
again in 1:16.491 to run 
three-tenths clear of near-
est rival Verstappen as Red 
Bull mounted a stunning 
fight-back.

Ferrari, unexpectedly, 
were pushed back to fifth 
and seventh, 0.7 and 1.7 
seconds adrift respectively 
with Ricciardo third for Red 
Bull before the final runs 
when Hamilton delivered 
his stunner.

Malahide, May 12 (AFP):  
Ireland took two wickets in 
two balls as their inaugural 
men’s Test finally got going 
at Malahide on Saturday.

Pakistan were reduced 
to 13 for two, with Boyd 
Rankin and Tim Murtagh 
the successful bowlers.

But Pakistan, sent into 
bat by Ireland captain Wil-
liam Porterfield after rain 
washed out Friday’s open-
ing day, recovered to 67 for 
two at lunch on Saturday’s 
second day.

Haris Sohail was 28 not 
out and Asad Shafiq 22 not 
out.

There was drama at a 
sun-drenched Malahide 
even before the wickets 
fell, with Pakistan debutant 
Imam-ul-Haq injured off 
the first ball of the match.

Azhar Ali dug out a Mur-
tagh delivery and called for 
a quick legside single.

Non-striker Imam, in 
scrambling to complete the 
run, found himself sand-
wiched between wicket-
keeper Niall O’Brien and 
Tyrone Kane in a heavy col-
lision.

The 22-year-old was 
left flat on the ground and 
needed several minutes’ 
treatment on the field, but 
he recovered to face the sec-
ond ball of the match, with 
Imam playing and missing.

Imam, the nephew of 
Pakistan selection chief 
and former Test batsman 
Inzamam-ul-Haq, scored 
a hundred on his one-day 
international debut against 
Sri Lanka last year.

The left-hander, who 
came into this match fol-
lowing fifties in Pakistan’s 

Shanghai, May 12 (Reuters): Brit-
ish sprinter Reece Prescod foiled 
the local challengers and overcame 
world champion Justin Gatlin to 
win the men’s 100 metres at a rainy 
Shanghai Stadium to claim his 
maiden Diamond League victory 
on Saturday.

Running in the outside lane, 
the 22-year-old came through to 
win in 10.04 seconds, edging out 
local favourite Su Bingtian (10.05). 
China’s Xie Zhenye came third in 
10.17 with Gatlin trailing in seventh 
(10.20).

“When I saw the rain tonight I 
thought ‘yes’. I train in these con-
ditions all the time in the East 
Midlands. It suits me,” said Prescod 

who was 0.01 seconds shy of his 
personal best.

In his first 110m hurdles race 
this year, world and Olympic cham-
pion Omar McLeod of Jamaica 
edged Spaniard Orlando Ortega in 
a repeat of the Rio Games to win in 
13.16 seconds.

Bahamian Olympic champion 
Shaunae Miller-Uibo powered 
home in the women’s 200 metres, 
clocking one of the eight meet 
records of the day to win in 22.06 
seconds.

Fellow Olympic champion Bri-
anna McNeal led an American 
sweep of the top four places in the 
women’s 100m hurdles which she 
won in 12.50 seconds.

Chinese world champion Gong 
Lijiao showed her class in women’s 
shot put with 19.99m to win in front 
of the delighted home crowd.

Colombia’s Olympic gold med-
allist Caterine Ibarguen easily won 
the women’s triple jump with 14.80 
metres to take her Diamond League 
meeting victory tally to 29, which 
puts her behind only Sandra Perko-
vic (39) and Renaud Lavillenie (32).

The women’s 3,000m steeple-
chase had some drama towards 
the end when Norah Jeruto slipped 
coming off the final barrier and 
fellow Kenyan Beatrice Chepkoech 
won in 9:07.27 minutes.

Jeruto recovered to finish sec-
ond ahead of sister Daisy Jepkemei.

London, May 12 (AFP): 
With Chelsea’s hopes of 
qualifying for the Champi-
ons League hanging by a 
slender thread, the future 
of their manager Antonio 
Conte is the main topic of 
conversation around Stam-
ford Bridge.

Conte has been the sub-
ject of constant speculation 
that his second season with 
Chelsea could well be his 
last. The Italian has feuded 
with Chelsea’s hierarchy 
over their failure to back 
his transfer plans last year 
and has done little to quell 
the impression he would be 
willing to leave.

The equation is quite 
simple ahead of Sunday’s 
final day of the Premier 
League season; victory for 
Chelsea at Newcastle and 
defeat for fourth-placed Liv-
erpool at home to Brighton 
would secure a Champions 
League berth for the west 
Londoners.

A Liverpool draw how-

two warm-up fixtures, 
against Kent and North-
amptonshire, square-drove 
Murtagh for a stylish four.

But it did not take long 
for Ireland to make a stun-
ning double strike.

Rankin, who had taken 
one wicket in his lone Test 
appearance for England 
against Australia at Sydney 
in 2014 before switching 
allegiance, had the hon-
our of claiming Ireland’s 
maiden scalp at this level 
when an uncertain Azhar 
(four) edged to Porterfield 
at second slip.

That left Pakistan 13 for 
one off the last ball of the 
eighth over.

Barely had the crowd’s 

cheers subsided, then Paki-
stan were 13 for two off the 
very next ball.

Imam was lbw for seven 
to a Murtagh delivery that 
came back into him.

At lunch, Rankin had 
impressive figures of one 
wicket for seven runs in 
seven overs, with Murtagh 
-- one for 12 in seven -- only 
marginally more expensive.

Haris would have been 
run out if Stuart Thomp-
son’s throw at the stumps 
had hit, but Pakistan’s third-
wicket pair eventually start-
ed to settle in.

Shafiq square-cut Kane 
for four, with left-hander 
Haris glancing Thompson 
for a legside boundary.

Sydney, May 12 (IANS): The Indian 
challenge ended at the Australian 
Open badminton tournament as 
the men’s doubles pair of Manu 
Attri and B. Sumeeth Reddy suf-
fered a defeat in the semi-final on 
Saturday.

The third seeded Indian pair 
went down against top seeded In-
donesian pair of Berry Angriawan 
and Hardianto Hardianto 17-21, 
15-21 in the 39-minute affair.

On Friday, India’s Sameer Ver-
ma and B. Sai Praneeth bowed out 
of the tournament after losing their 
respective men’s singles quarter-
final matches.

can happen.
“Are Chelsea are in a 

better place now? For sure, 
we worked two years and 
worked very hard to try to 
build something, to create 
a base.

“I have to work very hard 
with my players, and it’s for 
other people to see the situ-
ation, judge the situation, 
take the right evaluation 
after two years of work, and 
then understand which is 
now Chelsea’s position is in 
the panoramic of football.

“Now, probably, you can 
finish fifth and start with a 
bit of an advantage com-
pared to when you finish 
10th.”
- Conte speculation -
Despite appearing to write 
off his side’s top-four hopes, 
Conte will play his best 
available starting XI at New-
castle and will not consider 
resting players with the FA 
Cup final against Manches-
ter United next Saturday 
in mind. Conte is adamant 

that the constant talk over 
his position at Stamford 
Bridge has not upset him 
and has caused no issues for 
his side on the back of last 
season’s title success.

“I think I’m living with 
this speculation since the 
start of this season,” he said.

“My only thought is to 
do my job in the best pos-
sible way. This is my only 
worry. I think the time I start 
listening to the speculation 
about me, this is the mo-
ment I start to be worried.”

Conte expects to have 
goalkeeper Thibaut Cour-
tois back available after 
his untimely absence from 
Wednesday’s frustrating 1-1 
draw against Huddersfield 
with a back injury.

Newcastle are a side 
with little to play for but 
manager Rafael Benitez, a 
long-term rival of Conte’s 
especially from their Italy 
days, will be keen to finish 
in style after a defeat at Tot-
tenham in midweek.

ever would consign fifth-
placed Chelsea to the du-
bious consolation prize of 
Europa League football.

Conte appears to have 
all but accepted that is the 
most likely scenario, but the 
Blues boss insists the club is 
still in a better position than 
when he arrived following 
a campaign that saw the 
departure of Jose Mourinho 
and a lowly position of tenth 
in 2015-16.

“There are six top teams 

at the start of the season 
ready to fight for a place in 
the Champions League,” 
Conte said. “Failing to make 
the Champions League can 
happen. In the past, it hap-
pened the same.

“Don’t forget two years 
ago, Chelsea ended the sea-
son 10th and not in the FA 
Cup final, not in the semi-
finals of the League Cup, 
and they were eliminated 
in the last 16 against PSG in 
the Champions League. It 



Indore, May 12 (PTI): Kolk-
ata Knight Riders produced 
a superlative batting perfor-
mance as they comfortably 
beat Kings XI Punjab by 31 
runs on Saturday to stay in 
contention for a play-off 
berth in the Indian Premier 
League.

On a batting belter in 
the central Indian city of 
Indore, KKR posted a mam-
moth 245 for 6, their high-
est ever total and fourth-
highest in the history of 
the league. Sunil Narine, 
who has been stunning as 
an opener, once again left 
everyone spellbound with 
a 36-ball-75, while skipper 
Dinesh Karthik played an 
equally significant role with 
his 23-ball-50.

The chase was always 
out of question and KL 
Rahul tried his bit with a 
28-ball-66, which was not 
enough as KXIP could only 
manage 214 for 8 in 20 overs.

After losing by 102 runs 
against Mumbai Indians, 
the victory not only enabled 
KKR reach 12 points from 
as many games, but also 
helped them improve upon 
their net run-rate. KXIP on 
the other hand will be wor-
ried after their back-to-back 
defeats in Jaipur and now in 
Indore.

Narine was once again 
their match-winner for his 
stellar knock and also get-
ting the important wicket of 
the dangerous Rahul, who 
has now completed 500 
runs in this IPL.

Skipper Ravichandran 
Ashwin's decision to bowl 
first on a placid track turned 
out to be a debatable one.

Na r i n e  a n d  C h r i s 
Lynn (27 off 17 balls) add-
ed 53 in 5.2 overs before 
the Queenslander was 
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Kolkata Knight Riders' Sunil Narine plays a shot against Kings XI Punjab during an IPL T20 cricket 
match at Holkar Stadium in Indore on Saturday.
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Ben Stokes

Winners with guest of honour, Brig.Sandeep S.Sharda, DIG, 5 Sector Assam Rifles after the final match.

The top four winning teams of Open Penalty Shootout Tournament along with guests and officials of 
Chadanyi Krotho Zhadima.

Narine keeps Kolkata in hunt 
after defeating KXIP by 31 runs

Stallions are ultimate champ of 
Open Basketball tournament  

Stokes goes from MVP to Royal disappointment in IPL

Sechü-Zubza FC ‘A’ win CKZ 
Open Penalty Shootout tourney

AR announces 
football talent hunt 

Carapaz wins eighth 
stage at Giro d'Italia 

Vesnina-Makarova wins women's doubles

Thiem storms past Anderson and into Madrid final

dismissed. However, the 
next partnership between 
Narine and Robin Uthappa 
(24 off 17 balls) yielded 75 
runs in 6.1 overs.

Narine hit nine bound-
aries and four sixes in his 

knock. He started off with 
a six over long-on off op-
position skipper Ashwin, 
followed with a boundary 
through mid-wicket.

The next  over  saw 
Narine hit back to back 

boundaries off left-arm 
pacer Barinder Sran (1/48 
in 3 overs) -- a hook and 
one over mid-on. Anoth-
er straight six off left-arm 
spinner Axar Patel (0/52 
in 4 overs) and a flurry of 

Kohima, May 12 (EMN): 
Stallions lifted the trophy 
of the 10th Open Basketball 
Tournament (OBT) with a 
72-54 convincing victory 
over The Mystic Ballers 
(TMB) in the final match at 
Khuociezie local ground in 
Kohima on Saturday. 

The six-day tournament 
was organized by the Naga-
land Basketball Association 
and Suncity Kohima. 

In a highly anticipated 
showdown, the unbeat-
able Stallions from Kohima 
downed TMB by 18 points 
to lift the championship 
trophy.  Seyievizo Kire from 
Stallions was declared the 
Most Valuable Player of the 
tournament.

Champions Stallions 
walked away richer with 
a cash prize of Rs 60,000 
/- along with trophies and 
citations while runner up 
The Mystic Ballers (TMB) 
had to be content with a 
cash award of  Rs 30,000 /-  
and trophies and citations.  
Both the semi- finalists 
Taurus and Cretan Bulls re-
ceived Rs 10,000 each while 

MVP of the tournament 
also pocketed Rs 10,000/- 
along with a citation.

Remaining undefeated 
and consistent throughout 
the tournament,  Stallions 
looked solid in both the first 
and second half, scoring 
points over TMB as the later 
kept trailing behind. Play-
ing the first half, the new 
champions took lead in the 
first quarter with the score 
21 - 13 and in the second 
quarter with 38 - 25 points 
respectively.

Stallions continued to 
dominate the game in the 
second half as they notched 
up a 52-39 over the TMB. As 
the final whistle blew, the 
scoreboard read 72-54 in fa-
vour of Stallions becoming 
the new champions of OBT. 

On the way to the final, 
Stallions team remained 
undefeated as they nar-
rowly edged passed Cretan 
Bulls by 3 points with 73-70 
in their closely contested 
2nd semi-final encounter.  
While Team Mystic Ballers 
(TMB) stunned defending 
champions Taurus 72-65 in 

the first semi-final match 
and entered into the match. 

Two special exhibition 
matches as part of special 
features of 10th OBT on 
the closing day was played. 
Grizzly sub-juniors defeat-
ed Black Knights sub-ju-
niors 40-39 with the point of 
1 difference while  Suncity 
Juniors beat Suncity Seniors 
by 31 - 28 points.

Various performance 
from various entertain-
ment artists such as Moko 
Koza, Table 3, HOP dancers, 
Tribal Cult etc., were some 
of the highlights of the en-
tertainment segment of the 
closing ceremony. 

Issac Kario, former 
Flight Attendant Fitness 
and NMA Practioner and 
winner of Super Fight 
League 2012 attended 
on closing day as special 
guest.

The closing function 
was graced by Brig.Sandeep 
S.Sharda, DIG, 5 Sector As-
sam Rifles graced the final 
match as guest of honour 
and gave away prizes to the 
winners. 

Kohima, May 12 (EMN): 
Sechü-Zubza Football Club 
‘A’ emerged the champion 
of the first Open Penalty 
Shootout Tournament orga-
nized by Chadanyi Krotho 
Zhadima held at Zhadima 
village's ground in Kohima 
district on May 11.

Altogether 44 teams 
from Kohima, Dimapur 
and Wokha competed in the 
tournament. Sechü-Zubza 
defeated Tribal United Di-
mapur in the final match. 
Medizphema United Di-
mapur and Khriekesa Foot-
ball Club Kohima won the 

third and fourth places, in 
that order.

The champion received 
a cash award of Rs. 20,000 
sponsored by Kelhouneizo 
Andrew Yhome, former 
president Naga Students’ 
Federation, runners-up 
Tribal United Dimapur 
received Rs. 10,000 spon-
sored by Neiketouzo Ken-
guriise, vice president An-
gami Sports Association. 
The third and fourth prize 
at Rs. 5000 and Rs. 3000 
sponsored by Thepfusalie 
Thomas, former president 
Zhadima Students Union 

and Thepfiilie Theiinuo, 
former president Zhadima 
Youth &Sports Organization 
respectively

Angami Youth Organisa-
tion, AYO President Nein-
guvotuo Krose attended the 
event as the chief guest for 
the inaugural programme, 
while AYO Finance Secre-
tary Metekhrielie Mejura 
gave away the cash awards 
to the winners during the 
valedictory function. Mean-
while, the organizers have 
informed that henceforth 
the tournament would be 
an annual feature.

Dimapur, May 12 (EMN):  ‘OORJA’ under 19 
Football Talent Hunt Tournament for boys and 
girls organised by the HQ IGAR (North) will be 
held from June 9 to the 19th at Kohima,.

The aim of tournament is to identify and 
encourage young boys and girls to develop their 
inherent talent in the field of football, an update 
from the organisers stated. 

At State level it will be an open invitation 
tournament for football clubs affiliated with 
State Football Federation and teams of schools 
affiliated with CBSE/ IPSC or State Boards. Boys 
and girls born on or after Jan 1 will be eligible to 
participate as member of the team. A valid age 
proof of all the participants will be required for 
participation. 

Tournament comes with attractive prizes 
which include INR 2.5 Lakhs for the champions, 
INR 1.5 lakhs as second prize and INR 1 Lakh for 
third place. Food, accommodation and transport 
will be provided to the teams. In addition football 
kit will also be given to all players. 

One selected team of the state, both boys 
and girls will then participate in a National level 
tournament scheduled from 16 to 25 July 2018 
at New Delhi. 

The interested teams can contact HQ 5 Sec-
tor AR on following numbers at 7005837508/ 
8837219927 for more information and registra-
tion. The last date will be May 25.

Peschici, May 12 (AFP): Ecuadorian Richard Carapaz of 
the Movistar team won the eighth stage of the Giro d'Italia 
on Saturday as Britain's Chris Froome of Sky once again 
crashed in rainy conditions.

Another British rider Simon Yates of the Mitchelton 
team kept the overall leader's pink jersey on the second 
mountain finish after a 209km run up though southern 
Italy from Praia a Mare to the monastery of Montevergine 
di Mercogliano.

Froome's hopes took a knock when he fell 5.5km from 
the line on a bend made slippery by a storm.

The four-time Tour de France winner crashed onto his 
right side as he did before the opening stage time-trial in 
Jerusalem, but he managed to finish in the leading group.

Carapaz -- competing in his first Grand Tour race -- 
made a break 1.4km from the line.

The 24-year-old held on in the tricky conditions, 
finishing seven seconds ahead of a large chasing group 
containing all favourites.

Italy's Davide Formolo (Bora) finished second followed 
by France's Thibaut Pinot (FDJ), who crossed in third to 
move up in the overall standings to fourth, 41sec behind 
Yates.

"It was a slippery but it was okay," said Yates, who said 
he was feeling confident enough to win this year's race.

Madrid, May 12 (AFP):  Dom-
inic Thiem followed up his 
sensational victory over world 
number one Rafael Nadal by 
easing past Kevin Anderson 
6-4, 6-2 on Saturday to reach 
the Madrid Masters final.

The fifth-seeded Austrian, 
who ended Nadal's 21-match 
and 50-set winning streak on 
clay Friday, needed just 85 min-
utes to dispose of his South Af-
rican opponent, seeded sixth.

Thiem, the runner-up to 
Nadal in the 2017 Madrid final 
and still chasing a maiden Mas-
ters title, will face either Ger-
man second seed Alexander 
Zverev or Denis Shapovalov of 
Canada in Sunday's champi-
onship match.

"I will try everything on 
Sunday. A Masters 1000 title 
would mean a lot to me be-
cause it's obviously really tough 
to win one," said Thiem.

Thiem is playing in just 
his third tournament since a 
right ankle fracture suffered at 
Indian Wells while US Open 
runner-up Anderson was com-
peting in his first semi-final at 

Masters level, ending a run of 
10 prior losses in quarter-finals 
at this level.

The 24-year-old Austrian 
broke Anderson in a nine-
minute opening game which 
was enough to secure the first 
set in 49 minutes.

A double fault gave Thiem 
the decisive break to open the 
second set and he broke again 
for a 4-1 lead before securing 
victory with a service winner as 
he reached his 15th career final 
and fifth in a row on clay.

Later Saturday, Zverev will 
be playing in his third straight 
Masters semi-final.

Coming off a successful 

title defence in Munich last 
week, Zverev has faced just one 
break point all week.

In the quarter-finals on 
Friday, he downed John Isner 
to avenge his defeat to the 
American in the Miami final 
earlier this season.

Canada's Shapovalov be-
came the youngest player to 
reach the Madrid semi-finals 
with a fiesty three-set win over 
Britain's Kyle Edmund.

T h e  1 9 - y e a r - o l d 
Shapovalov, who lost to Zverev 
in the Montreal Masters semi-
finals last year, is assured of 
breaking the world top 30 as a 
result of his efforts in Madrid.

Russian second seeds Elena Vesnina and Ekaterina Ma-
karova won the Madrid Open women's doubles title, 
beating France's Timea Babos and Hungary's Kristina 

Mladenovic 2-6, 6-4, 10-8 in the final on Saturday.
The Russian pair, finalist in Madrid in 2012, needed one 

hour and 34 minutes to seal the win, reports Efe.
Vesnina and Makarova have already won three Grand 

Slam titles together; the French Open (2013), US Open (2014) 
and Wimbledon (2017).

New Delhi, May 12 (Re-
uters): Fourth months after 
splashing out $1.97 million 
to secure the services of 
Ben Stokes, Rajasthan Roy-
als cannot be faulted for 
regretting the splurge as 
they struggle to stay afloat 
in this year’s Indian Premier 
League (IPL).

Stokes, then with Ris-
ing Pune Supergiant, set 
alight last year’s tourna-
ment with his scintillating 
batting, crafty bowling and 
electric fielding, making 
him the obvious choice for 
the league’s Most Valuable 
Player (MVP) honour.

England and world 
cricket’s premier all-round-
er’s Midas touch has de-
serted him since joining 
Rajasthan, however, with 
the 26-year-old still look-
ing for his first fifty in this 
year’s tournament, while 

the wickets have also dried 
up. But it may still not to be 
too late for Stokes, accord-
ing to England team mate 
Chris Woakes.

“He is a world class play-
er,” Woakes, who is among 
a dozen English players in 
this year’s IPL, told reporters 
on Friday.

“Pro b a b l y  h a s  n o t 
played as well as he would 
have liked throughout the 
tournament but I never 
write him off.

“Still four games left and 
more if they qualify. He’s a 
fantastic player. If you slip 
off your game against him, 
he will punish you,” the 
Royal Challengers Banga-
lore player added.

Stokes did suffer a set-
back off the pitch when he 
was charged with affray fol-
lowing an incident in Bristol 
last September, costing him 

boundaries got him to his 
50 off 26 balls.

Sran got a harsh treat-
ment in the 11th over when 
Narine hit him for two sixes 
and a boundary.

The 12th over of the in-
nings was the best one for 
KXIP as their best bowler 
Andrew Tye (2/41 in 4 overs) 
got rid of both Narine and 
Uthappa. KKR were 130 for 
3 at that stage but skipper 
Karthik in company of An-
dre Russell (31 off 14 balls) 
took the KXIP attack to the 
cleaners.

Karthik hit five bound-
aries and three sixes while 
Russell had three maxi-
mums apart from a couple 
of fours. They added 76 runs 
in 5.1 overs to take the total 
past 200-run mark.

The likes of Shubman 
Gill (16 off 8 balls), Nitish 
Rana (11 off 4 balls) then 
hit some lusty blows to take 
the team closer to 250-run 
mark.

KXIP started in earnest 
with Rahul hitting Narine 
for two sixes in the very first 
over. Rahul hit sixes at will 
-- seven of them in all but 
scoreboard pressure meant 
that wickets fell at regular 
intervals at the other end.

Chris Gayle (21 off 17 
balls) couldn't play an im-
pactful innings being dis-
missed by Russell. Mayank 
Agarwal's technique against 
genuine quick bowling has 
always been susceptible 
and a short delivery from 
Russell (3/41 in 4 overs) 

Once Rahul was bowled 
by Narine in a freakish man-
ner, the match as a contest 
was over although Aaron 
Finch (34 off 20 balls), Axar 
Patel (19) and skipper Ash-
win (45) did contribute a 
few runs. 

a place on England’s Ashes 
tour of Australia.

The player has pleaded 
not guilty and will face trial 
in August.

Hoping to help Stokes 
rediscover his best form, 
Rajasthan tried the middle-
order batsman as an opener 
in Friday’s match against 
Chennai Super Kings but 
the all-rounder made just 
11 before losing his middle 
stump to Harbhajan Singh.

However, Rajasthan and 
England team mate Jos But-
tler said the switch in order 
was primarily due to a ham-
string issue.

“(Rajasthan mentor) 
Shane Warne sort of said 
‘why don’t you go at the top 
and play with some free-
dom and try and see if that 
comes off’ because he felt 
like he was going to find it 
hard in the middle with his 

running,” explained Buttler.
Bought at a relatively 

modest $680,000, Buttler 
has provided better value 
for money for Rajasthan, 
the wicketkeeper-batsman 
hitting his fourth consecu-
tive half-century on Friday 
to keep the side alive in the 
playoff race.

Opening the innings 
with Stokes, Buttler went 
on to smash an unbeaten 
95 to anchor Rajasthan’s 
chase in Jaipur against IPL 
heavyweights Chennai.

Asked if  i t  was his 
best Twenty20 knock, the 
27-year-old said, “Definitely, 
especially in the IPL. I have 
hit my straps and it’s always 
special when you’re not 
out.”

Rajasthan, currently 
sixth in the eight-team 
league, visit Mumbai Indi-
ans on Sunday.


