
Our Correspondent 
Kohima, May 9 (EMN): The 
People’s Democratic Alliance 
(PDA) has released a 16-page 
Common Minimum Pro-
gramme (CMP)  — a 'broad 
guideline’ highlighting some 
key welfare areas the goals 
to which the alliance has as-
sured to pursue and accom-
plish during its tenure. An 
objective statement listing 
out the commitments, which 
include legislating anti-cor-
ruption mechanisms, was 
released on Wednesday in 
Kohima.

Chief Minister Neiphiu 
Rio along with Deputy Chief 
Minister Y Patton, president 
of the Bharatiya Janata Party's 
(BJP) Nagaland unit Visasolie 
Lhoungou, and ministers G 
Kaito Aye and Tongpang Ozu-
kum released the CMP. 

Rio has asked all the lead-
ers of the coalition to read it 
and be guided by it.

The PDA has made clear 
that it supports early resolu-
tion of the Naga political issue 
through a politically negoti-
ated agreement that honours 
the history and political rights 
of the Naga people, and  a so-
lution that is inclusive and ac-
ceptable. The government has 
assured that it will not come 
in the way of any agreement. 
Rather, it will pave way for an 

alternative arrangement that 
might be required for imple-
mentation of the political 
agreement.
Transparency and good gov-
ernance

The PDA has stated that it 
will draw up anti-corruption 
laws and put in place mecha-
nisms to combat corruption 
and instate transparency; 
institute committees to re-
view and examine 'award of 
tenders' in the government.

The government will es-
tablish at the district and state 
levels public finance man-
agement systems to monitor 
'projects,' ensure systematic 
reforms and implementation 
of e-governance with an ap-
propriate 'G2P' (government 
to people) and 'P2G' (people-
to-government) interface.

Further, the government 
will strengthen personal in-
formation management sys-
tem (Pims) and link it to a 
central database. It is not 
only to enhance administra-
tion but also prevent proxy 
and ghost employees. It will 
also activate Quality Control 
board and engage third-party 
monitoring on major projects.

The PDA assured 'enhanc-
ing the working of the Judici-
ary to ensure speedy justice.' 
It will be done by modern-
izing courts, setting up fast 

track courts, and providing 
free legal services to the poor 
and the needy.

Likewise, the government 
will bring about reforms in the 
Police department through 
modernization and provision 
of modern equipment; make 
structural changes by way of 
equipping and training the 
police in riot control; set up 

women police stations in all 
the districts; upgrade intel-
ligence systems and cyber-
crime cells.
Education 

In education the PDA as-
sured to release students’ 
scholarship on time besides 
release teachers’ salary timely.

The government will set 
up government medical col-
leges, and engineering col-
leges in the lines of the Indian 
Institute of Technology; law, 
and Information Technology 
and music colleges and 'turn 
them into centre of excel-
lence including the present 
Nagaland University; 'twin-
ning' colleges with institu-
tions that are outside the state 
or abroad.

While assuring to imple-

ment the Right to Educa-
tion in letter and in spirit 
and introduce e-smart class-
rooms, the government has 
also stated to provide student 
insurance for illness or death 
outside the state; introduce 
insurance policies for stu-
dents studying outside the 
state.
Eastern regions of state 

The PDA has stated a com-
mitment to pursue develop-
ment of infrastructure for 
administrations in the lines 
of mini-secretariats in the 
region. Said goal will be pur-
sued to bring administration 
to the doorsteps of the people 
and improve overall delivery 
mechanism, the PDD stated. 
A committee comprising gov-
ernment representatives, and 
Civil Society will be set up to 
recruit government vacancies 
as well.

Meritorious awards, it as-
sured, will be instituted for 
the eastern region in the fields 
of academics, sports litera-
ture, and arts among others; 
banking and financial servic-
es will be expanded; establish 
and upgrade the international 

trade centres along the in-
ternational borders; upgrade 
infrastructure for schools and 
healthcare centres as part of 
the 'transparent policy.'  
Youth employment and pov-
erty alleviation

The PDA has assured to 
promote private entrepre-
neurship in the technical and 
services sector with adequate 
government support and 
schemes; map the youths' 
talents to lead them to ap-
propriate vocations; promote 
and implement business 
start-ups for youths through 
schemes.

The government has as-
sured that it will by ‘all means’ 
uplift all Below Poverty Line 
families to the Above Pov-
erty Line level and undertake 
'result-oriented poverty al-
leviation programmes.' 
Women and children 

More in the welfare sec-
tor: The PDA has assured 
to implement all national 
programmes established for 
women and children’s secu-
rity and welfare in the state. 
Special attention will be given 
to education, skill develop-
ment and employment of the 
girl child.

Priority, the state assured, 
wil l  be given to women 
healthcare and security be-
sides special opportunities for 

women in the implementa-
tion of welfare schemes in the 
rural and urban areas.
The differently-able

Reservation quota, the 
PDA stated further in its com-
mitment, said will be given to 
the differently-able in educa-
tional institutions and em-
ployments; help desks will be 
set up in all government of-
fices for them besides instat-
ing a 'door delivery system' of 
processed documents.

Likewise, care centres for 
the differently-able will be 
established from where they 
will be given appropriate skill 
development trainings for 
self-employment and suste-
nance. State ID cards shall be 
issued to all specially-able to 
avail government schemes 
easily and special facilities 
shall be provided in all public 
institutions, the commit-
ments stated. 
Senior citizens

Further, the 'amount' (of 
funds) for old age pension 
scheme will be increased, 
and medical facilities will 
be made free for all senior 
citizens in government hospi-
tals, the state assured. Again, 
free passes to government 
transportation for all senior 
citizens has been assured.

The PDA also stated to 
employ senior citizens as 

part-time salaried volunteers 
to engage in contributing to 
the society by engaging their 
assistance in implementing 
government schemes.  
Meritocracy

The PDA government has 
assured support to 'meritoc-
racy' and ensure that merit 
is rewarded and hard work 
is recognized. A culture of 
meritocracy will be promoted 
by ensuring transparency, 
merit, fairness, and 'delivery 
of justice' in the functioning 
of the government.

The government informed 
that there were several other 
areas that need to be given 
focus. They have been elab-
orately highlighted in the 
respective manifesto of its 
allies comprising the Nation-
alist Democratic Progressive 
Party, Bharatiya Janata Party, 
Nationalist People's Party and 
the Janata Dal (United).

The commitments given 
in the manifestoes, it assured 
in the CMP, shall be pursued 
and given utmost importance 
as ‘we endeavour’ to bring 
about all-round develop-
ment and economic growth in 
Nagaland. It has urged all the 
sections of the state's people 
to step forward with support 
to the state's government to 
improve the people's overall 
welfare.

Eastern  Mirror

Workers from the Public Works division (national Highways) of Mokokchung district and volunteers from Ungma village clear debris and 
an uprooted tree that stopped traffic on National Highway 2, an important road connecting state capital Kohima town to other districts, 
on May 9. According to reports wind uprooted a huge tree at the Ungma cemetery. It then blocked the entire road at 4:45 pm. The 
executive engineer of the division, Chubawati, informed that the debris was cleared by the department with assistance from volunteers 
from Ungma. Traffic has been opened, it was informed. It took one and a half hours to clear the road, he added.
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Mother Nature shuffles her feet 

Neiphiu Rio, right, hands over the party's ticket to Tokheho Yepthomi. 
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Courage is fire,  
and bullying  

is smoke. 

~ Benjamin Disraeli

RNI NO. NAGENG/2002/07906VOL. XVII  NO. 126  | PAGES 12  ` 4/-      DIMAPUR, THURSDAY, MAY 10, 2018

EM Images

More on Page 5

 

Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 32° 18°
Agartala 35° 21°
Gangtok 25° 10°
Guwahati 32° 20°
Imphal 31° 17°

Itanagar 26° 18°
Shillong 25° 14°
Delhi 39° 26°
Kolkata 37° 27
Chennai 37° 30°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 26° 15°
DIMAPUR 34° 20°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 88%
DIMAPUR 2mm 90%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals

WEATHER
TEMPERATURE

Accountability, poverty 
alleviation, and employment in list 

Lok Sabha: PDA deploys T Yepthomi; 
NPF dares back with Apok Jamir

Congress skips Lok Sabha polls Power scoots from  Dimapur; 
returns to some areas

Diphu students injured after tree falls on 
school; 2 reported killed in storm elsewhere

    

Entertainment Sports

Anushka Sharma’s new 
fashion line draws inspiration 
from Suppandi | P10

Season over at Bayern 
for Neuer; doubts over 
World Cup |  P11

World

US set to reimpose 
sanctions on Iran after 

Trump junks N-deal | P9

Mirror Takes

~ Arien
"Salary bhi panai... It's not 

election money also, but 
this month's electricity bill 
is gonna be zero, so buying 
something for the Mrs..."

to Jamir at the regional 
party’s central headquar-
ters in Kohima town. It 
was learned that both the 
candidates will be filing 
their nomination papers 
on Thursday, which is 
also the last day of nomi-
nation-filing.

Interestingly, both the 
ruling and the opposi-
tion parties have chosen 
former congressmen to 
contest in the May 28 by-
election to the state’s lone 
Lok Sabha seat. Yeptho-
mi and Jamir, who were 
elected on Congress tick-
ets in 2013, merged with 
the then ruling NPF dur-
ing the early part of the 
12th assembly in 2015. 
Both contested in the 
state assembly elections 
earlier this year and were 
defeated. Jamir lost to 
clansman Metsubo Jamir 
(NDPP), a newcomer in 
electoral politics while 
Yepthomi was defeated in 
his stronghold Dimapur-
III assembly constituen-
cy by a former legislator 
Azheto Zhimomi (NPF). 
Chief Minister Neiphiu 
Rio 

According to Neiphiu 
Rio, it was a record of 
sorts that the alliance 
partners decided to take 
the NDPP candidate as 
the consensus candidate. 
He is confident that Yep-
thomi’s experience and 
maturity in politics would 
enable him to do well in 
representing the Naga 

people in the Parliament 
and speak for the people, 
for the Naga political is-
sue, for the unity of the 
people, and pursue early 
settlement of the Indo-
Naga political issue. He 
also expressed optimism 
that Yepthomi would 
work hand-in-hand with 
all the political parties 
and the government to 
bring in development.

Rio said that being 
in the government, the 
PDA's candidate may 
have the upper hand but 
he cautioned the alliance 
partners against being 
complacent. He called 
upon the 36 elected rep-
resentatives of the PDA 
besides the candidates of 
the recently concluded 
state assembly election to 
reach out to the people in 
their respective constitu-
ency. The chief minis-
ter announced that the 
campaign for the election 
will start at Dimapur on 
May 16 and public rallies 
will be held in different 
regions including Phek 
(May 18), Mokokchung 
(May 22), Tuensang (May 
23) and Mon (May 24) 
among others. Insisting 
on taking the campaign 
to every section of the 
people, Rio urged the al-
liance partners and their 
units to gear up for an 
aggressive campaign.

Asserting that the 
forthcoming be-election 
will bring the PDA part-

Dimapur, May 9 (EMN): 
The Nagaland unit of the 
Indian National Con-
gress shelved its plans to 
contest the forthcoming 
Lok Sabha by-elections. 
The media cell of the 
Nagaland Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (NPCC) 
on Wednesday stated 
to have thrown in the 
gauntlet with the naga 
People's front instead. 

" C o n g r e s s  h a s 
shelved plans to con-
test the forthcoming Lok 
Sabha bye-election. We 
had earlier proposed to 
the NPF for setting up 
combined opposition 
candidate to uphold the 

principles of secularism 
and democracy. The NPF 
has gone ahead in an-
nouncing their candidate 
after having agreed in 
principle to our propos-
al," the NPCC stated. 

Because the Congress 
cannot support any po-
litical party that is aligned 
with the Bharatiya Janata 
Party in one way or the 
other, the statement add-
ed, the committee will 
be 'meeting shortly to 
review the situation and 
issue necessary direc-
tives to Congress party 
workers at all levels on 
the next course of ac-
tion.'

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, May 9 (EMN): More than 
20 school students were severely 
injured when a big tree fell on the 
school building of Amtereng LP 
school in Duaramla MAC (Mem-
ber of Autonomous Council) con-
stituency in West Karbi Anglong 
district of Chingthong education 
block on May 9. 

According to sources the in-
cident occurred during school 

hours when a storm and heavy 
rainfall lashed the area felling the 
tree and destroying the school's 
building. The injured students 
were admitted to Baithalangso 
public health centre for treat-
ment, it was informed.

While giving media persons 
an update, the school's headmis-
tress Kache Beypi has urged the 
authorities to help the school.

Storms also hit the eastern 

parts of Karbi Anglong such as 
Howraghat, Phuloni, Bokolia and 
Dokmoka area where reportedly 
more than 200 houses were dam-
aged.

According to sources two per-
sons died during the heavy storm. 
They were identified to be one 
Mohon Baishya (50) of Howra-
ghat and a Saraswati Harizon (23) 
of Tilaidanga, within Howraghat 
police station's area.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, May 9: Elec-
tricity consumers in the 
transmission division of 
Dimapur experienced 
power cuts on Wed. May 
9 following 'uncertain 
fault . '    According to 
sources from the Power 
department the transmis-
sion problem was from 
Nagarjan and because of 
the 'unfavourable weath-
er it was taking time for 
power to be restored.'

 "We are unable to 
restore the power as the 
fault was at every level and 
could not ascertain the 

exact fault. The fault is at 
every level from upstream 
to downstream and un-
able to ascertain where 
things have gone wrong," 
the source from the de-
partment informed.  

The source requested 
consumers to 'bear with 
the department' as it was 
working to restore power 
supply. 'We are still on the 
job ascertaining the fault 
and working,' the source 
said. Electricity supply to 
some areas of the city is 
said to have been restored 
at the time this report was 
going to press.

PDA hoists welfare flag high with Common Minimum Programme 

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, May 9 (EMN): 
The ruling People’s Dem-
ocratic Alliance (PDA) on 
Wednesday announced 
that it was fielding former 
minister Tokheho Yep-
thomi of the Nationalist 
Democratic Progressive 
Party (NDPP) as the coa-
lition’s consensus candi-
date  to take on C Apok 
Jamir of opposition Naga 
People’s Front (NPF) in 
the forthcoming  Lok 
Sabha by-elections.

The PDA issued the 
ticket to the veteran poli-
tician at a function that 
was conducted in the 
NDPP's Kohima region 
office while the NPF 
handed over its ticket 

ners closer while also 
being a sort of a test for 
them, Rio pointed to the 
need for them to endeav-
our to work hard to pro-
vide a stable government 
to the people as well as 
for development. He ex-
pressed hope that the 
election process would 
be completed peacefully. 

Deputy Chief Minister 
Y Patton, also reminded 
the gathering during the 
event that they need to 
get to start work immedi-
ately — they barely have 
two weeks for campaign. 
He assured that all the 
12 elected BJP members 
will ensure that their 
constituencies perform 
well. Any constituency 
that happens to perform 
badly will have to answer 
to the party's high com-
mand, he said. Patton 
urged his colleagues to 
take the message to the 
masses that the BJP was 
only a political party and 
nothing of what the op-
position alleges the or-
ganisation to be.

In his  acceptance 
speech, Yepthomi said 
that the coming elections 
will be a test for both the 
opposition and the rul-
ing. If the opposition los-
es, it will be the beginning 
of their downfall, and in 
that case, it will be for the 
PDA another beginning 
for it to strengthen its 
coalition unity as well as 
in the party.

If elected, Yepthomi 
said, he would give his 
best for the Naga people, 
with the settlement of the 
Naga political issue as his 
priority. 

Yepthomi also said 
that if elected, he would 
give his contribution 
where and when it was 
required. He clarified that 
the by-poll was neces-
sitated as Rio had to re-
sign as member of parlia-
ment. Because the state 
and its people were going 
through difficult times, 
he said, they needed Rio's 
service.

Assuring to uphold 
the NDPP's principles 
and to give his best in 
working for the people 
of Nagaland, Yepthomi 
sought support.
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Educational fair begins in Dimapur MCC, MCMC instituted for Dimapur district

Catholic youths host annual CEC meeting

Notun Bosti Council informs residents

Peren planning board 
talks on preservation 
of natural resources 

Kiphire DPRO bids 
farewell to retiring officer

Kiphire celebrates annual music festival

Consultative meet to address violence against women 

Sainik School observes 
International Yoga Day

Organisers during the opening programme of education fair in Dimapur.

Members from different tribal units, parishes and centers from the Diocese of Kohima during the annual 
meet in Dimapur.

Students of Sainik School at Punglwa seen participating in the  yoga  programme.

 Members of SRCW, NSSWB and police personnel during a consultation meeting in Dimapur on May 9.

Participants  lighting lanterns to mark the closing ceremony of the music festival in Kiphire. 

N Yapan Konyak speaking at the farewell programme.

WEATHER IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 22.6 18.4 19.6 89 NIL

ZBT 18.7 7.3 14.9 86 NIL

MON 27 21 21.5 91 9

TUENSANG 19 16.2 13.5 79 NIL

MKG 25.2 13.4 9 40 NIL

PHEK 23.4 16 15.3 83 NIL

KIPHIRE 24.8 18.4 17.9 89 0.4

SECHÜ ZUBZA 26 18 19 83 NIL

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 26 17 19.1 78 NIL

JALUKIE 29 20 21.9 100 NIL
MANGKOLEMBA 26.2 21 22.2 92 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Orientation prog. for newly elected 
NLA members postponed
Commissioner-secretary Nagaland Legislative Assembly 
(NLA) N Benjamin Newmai has informed that the orientation 
programme for the newly elected members of the 13th 
Nagaland Legislative Assembly on ‘parliamentary practices 
and information technology’ scheduled for on May 15 and 
16th has been postponed due to ensuing Lok Sabha bye-
election and other unavoidable circumstances. NLA speaker 
has expressed regret for the inconvenience.

AHoD to meet on May 10
Home Commissioner R Ramakrishnan has informed that 
a meeting of the Administrative Heads of Department 
(AHoDs) shall be held on May 10 at 1 pm in the Secretariat 
conference hall to discuss an important issue. All AHoDs 
have been informed to attend positively.

Finance dept. informs HoD 
The Finance department, OSD (Budget), V Kezo has 
requested all department heads to furnish the total number 
of grade-IV employees, who are on General Provident Fund 
(GPF) as on March 31 2017 to March 31 2018. The data 
may be submitted to the Finance department on or before 
May 10. 

Kohima DPDB meeting postponed
Deputy Commissioner Kohima, Rajesh Soundararajan, 
has informed that in view of the forth coming Lok Sabha 
Election, the Kohima District Planning Development Board 
(DPDB) meeting for May month has been postponed till 
further notice. All the members have been requested to 
take note of the same.

Fisheries dept. to conduct training 
on web-portal
The department of Fisheries will be conducting a training 
on “operation of the web-portal Mera Matsya Dhan and 
monitoring of CSS program Blue revolution and RKVY,” on 
May 11 and 12th. The deputy director of the dept. has 
informed that the programme is to acquaint the district 
fishery officers under the department of Animal Husbandry, 
Dairying and Fisheries, Ministry of Agriculture and farmers 
Welfare, Govt. of India.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, May 9 (EMN): 
After a successful open-
ing of two days educa-
tional fair in Kohima 
which was attended by 
1157 students, the fair 
has reached Dimapur to 
give the opportunity to 
the students and parents 
of Dimapur town. 

The fair is being or-
ganized by EduCentre in 
partnership with Youth-
Net and under the IM-
PACT 5000 by 18 pro-
gram, supported by the 
Govt. of Nagaland and 
Runway began at Hotel 
Acacia in Dimapur.   

 A press relaes from the 
organizers on Wednesday 
informed that the fair 
has attracted some of the 
top reputed, accredited 
colleges and universities 
from across the country 
and abroad. 

The fair presents a 
unique opportunity for 
students and parents to 
directly meet institutions 

offering different cours-
es and get information 
about the career oppor-
tunities in the courses 
offered like engineering, 
Law, hotel management, 
arts, commerce, sports, 
medicine,  dent istr y, 
physiotherapy, manage-
ment, commerce and IT 

or new age courses like 
animation, design, fash-
ion, hospital manage-
ment, digital marketing  
and more. 

The director of Youth-
Net, Lezo Putsure in his 
welcome note addressed 
the need of creating plat-
forms for colleges and 

universities to interact 
with students. Very of-
ten, he said students are 
confused what to study 
and where to go. On the 
other hand, parents incur 
huge expenses, time and 
running pillar to post 
travelling to cities for ad-
missions.

Putsere mentioned 
that the organizers hope 
that with the fair will cre-
ate a platform for colleges 
and universities, parents 
and students.  

The director also in-
formed that the univer-
sities approached them 
universities offer vari-
ous options of courses 
to choose from interest, 
preferred city of study, 
diverse environment of 
students, budget, schol-
arships and study post 
placement even in US 
and Europe.  Its gives 
students an opportunity 
to choose their choice. 
The targeted groups are 
outgoing students of 
classes 12 and bachelors. 
Some top universities at 
the fair include Manav 
Rachna University, Parul 
University, Dev Bhoomi 
group of institutions, the 
organizers informed. 

The fair concludes on 
May 10. 

Dimapur, May 9 (EMN): DPDB 
Meeting was held on May 7 in the 
deputy commissioner’s confer-
ence hall in Peren, with Additional 
Deputy Commissioner (ADC) Chu-
bawati Chang as the chairperson.

At the outset, ADC welcomed 
DPDB chairman and advisor for Ir-
rigation and Flood Control, Namri 
Nchang and other board members 
to the meeting. 

The DPDB chairman, in his 
address, congratulated the gov-
ernment officials for successfully 
conducting the last general elec-
tion; however, he expressed regret 
for the error in the tabulation on 
the counting day. He appealed 
the members present for coopera-
tion and selfless contribution by 
attending office regularly so as to 
facilitate the public at large in the 
district. 

The meeting emphasized on 
preservation and protection of 
wildlife and natural resources for 
which ADC pointed out that Peren 
district is not a district for hunting, 
fishing and logging. 

Electrification for the upcom-
ing offices was also presented 
before the board for early comple-
tion.

Dimapur, May 9 (EMN): 
The Sainik School Pun-
glwa observed the In-
ternational  Yoga Day 
on May 9 at the school’s 
premises.  Updates on 
Wednesday informed 
that the school observed 
the event prior to its ac-
tual day which falls on 
June 21, due to summer 
vacation. 

More than 600 staff, 
students, and families 

participated in the event. 
Different yoga postures 
were demonstrated. 

The school’s prin-
cipal, Sharad R Keskar 
spoke on the importance 
of yoga in one’s life. He 
said yoga provides physi-
cal fitness, peace of mind 
and soul.

The International 
Yoga Day was celebrated 
to raise worldwide aware-
ness of the benefits of 

yoga. It aimed to inspire 
young minds to incorpo-
rate yoga into their daily 
routine. Yoga not only en-
hances physical strength 
but contributes large-
ly towards the mental 
health, spiritual growth 
and helps individual to 
imbibe the value of disci-
pline. This exercise helps 
to discover the sense of 
oneness, the world, and 
the nature around, the 

Dimapur, May 9 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Catho-
l i c  Yo u t h  Move m e n t 
(NCYM) conducted its 
annual CEC Meeting at 
DAN (Development As-
sociation of Nagaland) 
3rd Mile in Dimapur from 
May 5th -7th. 

The meeting was at-
tended by presidents, 

general secretaries and 
representatives from dif-
ferent tribal units, par-
ishes and centers from 
the Diocese of Kohima. 

An introductory ses-
sion was conducted led 
by L Khamkiumong John, 
general secretary NCYM. 

On the 2nd day, Holy 
mass was celebrated and 

a session on ‘how to live 
as a leader, with differ-
ent challenges, moving 
together as a youth” was 
conducted. 

Gigi Joseph presented 
the DAN functions and 
activities. He said the 
main focus of the asso-
ciation is to uplift rural 
areas in Nagaland.

Dimapur, May 9 (EMN):  The Office of  
Kiphire District Public Relation Officer 
(DPRO) bade farewell o the outgoing DPRO 
Kiphire, N Yapan Konyak on May 8. 

In his farewell speech, Konyak thanked 
the staff for organizing a programme for 
him. He advised the staff to cooperate with 
one another and perform their assigned duty 
diligently.

Dimapur, May 9 (EMN): As 
per the directive of the Di-
mapur Municipal Council 
(DMC) administrator, the 
Notun Bosti Council Di-
mapur (NBCD) in a press 
release has directed all the 
khel chairmen and GBs of 
Notun Bosti not to issue 
no objection certificate 
(NOC), permanent resi-
dential certificate (PRC) 

and others without pro-
ducing residential sanitary 
tax (RST) payment receipt.

The council also in-
formed all the residents to 
pay RST from August 2017 
to April 2018. Residents are 
also requested to cooper-
ate with the council for 
smooth functioning of the 
administration.

Council chairman, E 

Jon Ezung has also direct-
ed those residents resid-
ing near the Lengri river 
side to properly maintain 
septic latrine bunker / 
tank and to keep the river 
clean. It also requested 
all the neighbouring col-
onies of both the sides 
(Nagaland and Assam) to 
maintain the same and do 
the needful.

Dimapur, May 9 (EMN): 
The 7th Assam Rifles (AR) 
of Kiphire organised an-
nual music fest on May 

8 at Helipad ground in 
Kiphire, under the ban-
ner “Prosperity through 
peace.” A press release re-

ceived here on Wednesday 
updated about the event.

Welcoming the gath-
ering, Commandant 7th 

AR said ‘it has always 
been the mission to cre-
ate a festival that would 
shine a light on the amaz-

Dimapur, May 9 (EMN): The district 
election officer of Dimapur, Sushil 
Kumar Patel, has informed that with 
the announcement of bye-election to 
the Nagaland Parliamentary Assembly 
Constituency, the Model Code of Con-
duct (MCC) has come into force with 
immediate effect till the completion of 
the bye-election and shall be applicable 
to all candidates, political parties and to 
the union and state government. 

DEO informed that the standing 
committee for operation of MCC at dis-
trict level has been instituted with ADC 

Dimapur Sara S Jamir as chairperson 
and Additional Deputy Commissioner 
of Police Chinese Chakhesang, DPRO 
Dimapur Lolano; representatives of all 
registered national and state political 
parties as members; and AEO Dimapur 
Roland Merry as member secretary.

Also, the Media Certification & 
Monitoring Committee (MCMC) for 
Dimapur district has been instituted 
with DEO as chairman, news editor, 
DD News Dimapur and journalist, and 
Nagaland Post as members and DPRO 
Dimapur as member secretary.

Dimapur, May 9 (EMN): In 
continuation to the series 
of consultation with the po-
lice personnel at the district 
level, on May 9, a consultative 
meeting and sensitization 
programme with police per-
sonnel to address “Violence 
against women and children 
with special  reference to 
Sakhi-One Stop Centre and 
Women Helpline 181 was 
conducted at the Commis-
sioner of Police conference 
hall in Dimapur.

The meeting was jointly 
organized by Police depart-
ment, Dimapur, State Re-
source Centre for Women 
(SRCW), and Nagaland State 
Social Welfare Board (NS-
SWB). 

During the meeting, ADCP 
(Crime), Dimapur, Yanrent-
hung Ngullie, presented the 
overview of violence against 
women and children in Di-

ing sound of Kiphire.’ The 
troops could not be more 
than happier as the mu-
sic fest has brought music 
community and music 
lovers of the district to-
gether under one roof. 

“Blending different 
cultures and enabling 
them to co-exist side by 
side and fostering syner-
gies between them, with-
out denying their origins 
is what artists can teach 
us,” the commandant 
remarked.

President of Gaon 
Bura Association Kiphire, 
Sepithong expressed his 
gratitude to AR for or-
ganising such platform 
for Kiphire musicians. 
He said ‘music is an in-
strument of peace, a lan-
guage that transcend be-
yond cast, colour, creed, 
and religion.’ 

mapur and service provided 
by police. 

Chairperson NSCWB Bano 
Vinito addressed on strength-
ening convergence to address 
violence against women and 

children while centre admin-
istrator, OSC, Weri-U Mero, 
shared on introduction of 
schemes for violence against 
Women (OSC, Women Hel-
pline, BBBP). 

During sensitization pro-
gramme, Zakato Chishi and 
Lanuienla Imchen of Women 
Helpline 181, talked in forms 
of Violence against women 
and children, legal rights of 

women and children and 
sexual harassment of women 
at workplace respectively. 
Case worker, OSC, Bovili Chi-
shi shared on psycho social 
support. 



EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Thursday, May 10, 2017

C
M

YK

Members of the Forum for Naga Reconciliation (FNR) and Naga Scholars Association (NSA) during the open public interaction held in New 
Delhi on May 5. 

Chief minister, Neiphiu Rio, along with YR&S advisor Zale Neikha and officials of NSBSG after the 
induction ceremony in Kohima on Tuesday.

Wokha DPDB vice chairman and deputy commissioner, Dr Manazir Jeelani Samoon, addressing the 
DPDB meeting on May 9.

Dimapur, May 9 (EMN): 
Several people have voiced 
apprehensions over the 
growing trust deficit in the 
Naga society and hatred 
among tribes in the event if 
political settlement or solu-
tion comes about sooner 
or later.

T h i s  c o n c e r n  w a s 
spelled out during a public 
interaction organised by the 
Forum for Naga Reconcilia-
tion (FNR) in New Delhi re-
cently. FNR had conducted 
the interaction programme 
as part of its series public 
interactions on how the 
public would response once 
a political settlement or so-
lution comes about, which 
was expected sooner or 
later.

During the interaction, 
several young scholars have 
expressed apprehensions 
over the growing trust defi-
cit in Naga society, hatred 
among tribes, identity poli-
tics etc.

“Are we ready for the 
Framework Agreement,” 
was a common refrain com-
ing from the public during 
the interactions with the 
FNR, which was held over 
three days in the national 
capital. 

One Naga faculty mem-
ber of Delhi University, who 
teaches political science, 
expressed his concern over 
‘conflict in a post-settle-
ment era’ requested the 
Forum for Naga Reconcilia-
tion (FNR) to do something. 
Another Naga academician 
teaching sociology at Ja-
mia Millia Islamia Univer-
sity wanted that FNR should 
also ‘pro-actively work to-
wards solution.’

In one of his responses, 

FNR convenor Rev. Dr. Wati 
Aier said that the ‘key to 
peace in post-settlement is 
healing.’ Further, he point-
ed out that ‘in some way, the 
FNR was preparing the way 
for a peaceful settlement’. 

“What FNR can do is 
give a sense of direction 
in a post-agreement pe-
riod where confusion and 
violence may take place. We 
can help minimise violence 
if any,” Naga historian and 
FNR member, Dr. Visier 
Sanyü, said of the role that 
the FNR could play if given 
the opportunity. 

“We must not make 
what is bad into something 
worse,” said FNR member 
and renowned peace activ-
ist, Niketu Iralu, in response 
to some of the worries and 
anxieties that was presented 
in the public discussions 
held in Delhi. 

“FNR will be responsible 
to make sure that any agree-
ment is not made worse by 
violence and killings. Things 
are already bad so don’t 
make it worse,” Iralu stated.

President of the Naga 
Scholars Association (NSA), 
Dr. Zuchamo Yanthan, has 
pointed out reaching out to 
other neighbouring states 
while preparing for final 
settlement of the Indo-Naga 
political issue.

“We need an initiative 
to work for peace in the 
region,” said Dr. Zuchamo 
Yanthan. 

The FNR convenor 
informed that plan was 
afoot in holding talks with 
the Meiteis and Assamese 
counterparts.

“All identities are unique 
whether it is Nagas, Meiteis 
or Assamese,” he said. An-

People expressed worry over proposed Naga peace accord 

Govt. targets training 33021 youth by 2020

Wokha declares 2018 ‘Year of cleanliness’

CM takes oath as NSBSG patron 
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other FNR member, Somi-
pam Lungleng, disclosed 
that back-channel talks 
with civil society groups 
in Manipur have already 
begun. 

Publisher of Morung 
Express and FNR member, 
Dr. Akum Longchari, has 
preferred not to use the 
term settlement. Critical of 
the way the Government 
of India was attempting to 
‘manage’ the present peace 
process, Dr. Longchari stat-
ed that this was being done 
in order to ‘compromise 
the people.’ He questioned 
whether the process was 
designed and guided by 
Naga aspiration or the other 
way around. 

NSA senior member, 
Dr. Walunir, did not mince 
words in his expression 
when he expressed dur-
ing the discussion that 

the Government of India 
should deal with the Naga 
people more honestly and 
sincerely. 

According to Dr. Walu-
nir, the establishment in 
Delhi was approaching the 
Naga issue for their own 
national security interest. 

“They have achieved 
80% of their objective and 
Nagas are not aware of it,” 
he lamented. He was equal-
ly critical of the Naga nego-
tiators saying “Our leaders 
talk to our people through 
newspapers but they talk 
to their Indian counterpart 
face to face.” 

Giving his mind on the 
current peace negotiation, 
FNR member Dr. Visier 
Sanyü said that ‘there will 
be no solution or settle-
ment but only signing of an 
agreement.’ Pointing out 
that past ‘agreements’ did 

not bring about any ‘solu-
tion’ but only ‘problem,’ 
he expected that the com-
ing agreement would be 
an improvement over past 
agreements.’ 

Related to this, a sen-
ior member of the Naga 
Elders Forum Delhi voiced 
his apprehension about an-
other ‘Shillong Accord’ that 
might come about once the 
present talks conclude and 
termed Naga reconciliation 
as the need of the hour. 

In response, former 
leader of the Naga Peo-
ples Movement for Hu-
man Rights (NPMHR) and 
present FNR member, 
Nepuni Piku, said that a 
‘non-violent peoples move-
ment was needed in a post-
settlement era’ and that the 
FNR was working to bring 
Naga civil society together 
in belongingness’. 

Another theme that 
dominated the discussions 
was on the familiar sub-
ject of disunity among the 
Nagas. 

“Because of our frag-
mentation, Nagas do not 
have a voice” said another 
member representing the 
Naga Elders Forum Delhi. 
While appreciating that 
the FNR would continue 
to work ‘beyond solution,’ 
the member regretted that 
there was no ‘over-ground 
voice to bring the Naga po-
litical groups together.’ 

Claiming that the Gov-
ernment of India’s interloc-
utor also had to ‘intervene’ 
to get the 6 NNPGs to the 
talks table, a participant 
from the Naga Scholars As-
sociation put this pointer: 
“But shouldn’t we find out 
why we have failed to bring 
all the Naga Political Groups 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, May 9 (EMN): 
Under the Pradhan Mantri 
Kaushal Viks Yojana, depart-
ment of employment, skill 
development and entrepre-
neurship has set a target to 
train 33021 youth in various 
vocations by 2020.

As per the annual ad-
ministrative report for 
2017-18, budget allocation 
for department of employ-
ment, skill development 
and entrepreneurship was 
INR 2283.56 lakhs includ-
ing INR 75 lakhs for state 
plan, INR 50 lakhs for state 
earmarked programme and 
INR 1951.74 lakhs for state 
non-plan.   

The department works 
with two wings- employ-
ment wing and skill devel-
opment and entrepreneur-
ship wing. The report stated 
that there was 11,894 fresh 
applicants (during 2017) 
registered at various em-
ployment exchanges for job 
assistance and 69, 253 ap-

plicants on the live register 
(as on December 31 2017). 

“In the Self Employment 
Promotion Cell (SEPC), 
which is in the regional em-
ployment exchange, Kohi-
ma, a total of 546 candidates 
were registered out of which 
177 were placed in various 
self employment ventures 
during the current financial 
year. 

A special cell for physi-
cally handicapped appli-
cants established with cen-
tral assistance has been 
merged with the regional 
employment exchange, Ko-
hima, and at present there 
are 1115 applicants on the 
live register of employment 
exchanges under the physi-
cally handicapped catego-
ry,” the report stated.

Under the skill develop-
ment and entrepreneurship 
wing, there are eight In-
dustrial Training Institutes 
(ITI)- government ITI Kohi-
ma, ITI Dimapur (women), 
Mon, Wokha, Mokokchung, 

Tuensang, Phek and Zun-
heboto imparting training 
in 22 trades (14 engineering 
and 8 non-engineering) 
with a training period of 
one to two years. According 
to the report, till date, 8125 
trainees have passed the All 
India Trade Test (AITT) and 
currently 825 candidates 
have been enrolled for un-
dergoing training.

Two new ITI in Dimapur 
and Peren are presently 
under construction and 
proposal for establishment 
of two new ITI in Longleng 
and Kiphire is under sub-
mission. The department is 
implementing the National 
Career Service (NCS) keep-
ing in tune with the central 
government’s initiation in 
transforming the existing 
employment exchanges to 
model career centres. 

Regional Kohima is be-
ing transformed to a model 
career centre and proposal 
for establishment of model 
career centres at district 

employment exchange in 
Wokha and Mokokchung 
are under submission, the 
reports stated on the ongo-
ing activities. 

With the declaration of 
“Year of construction work-
ers,” the department, as 
the nodal department, has 
upgraded the skills of 550 
existing construction work-
ers (50 from each district). 

“In order to develop a 
holistic and actionable state 
skill and employment policy 
for Nagaland, ‘Aspirations 
and opportunity mapping 
study’ covering 74 blocks 
in 11 districts was under-
taken involving youths, 
village councils, women 
folk, church and district 
administration to partici-
pate in the selection of the 
priorities to be pursued in 
their local area which would 
bring out an informed study 
on the needs and aspira-
tions of the local popula-
tion”, highlighted the ad-
ministrative report.

Dimapur, May 9 (EMN): 
As proposed by MLA from 
38 Wokha AC, Wokha dis-
trict has declared 2018 as 
the ‘Year of cleanliness’ on 
the theme ‘Clean Wokha-
Beautiful Wokha.’

The decision to this ef-
fect was declared during 
the monthly meeting of the 
Wokha District Planning 
and Development Board 
(DPDB) held in the confer-
ence hall of the DC’s of-
fice on May 9 under the 
chairmanship of the deputy 
commissioner, Wokha, Dr. 
Manazir Jeelani Samoon.

Briefing the board with 
regards to declaration of 
year of cleanliness, the 
administrator of Wokha 
Town Council & ADC, Nok-
chasashi, has highlighted 
on activities to be undertak-
en and things to be imple-
mented. He informed that 
garbage collection has been 
increased from three days to 
six days in a week by WTC 
besides deploying sweepers 
in the town on daily basis. 
He also stated that five pick-
up vehicles were deployed 
for waste disposal under 
Swachh Bharat Mission 
and mass social work to be 
conducted bi- monthly. In 
addition, he also stated that 
all shops were directed to 

Kohima, May 9 (EMN): Na-
galand State Bharat Scouts 
and Guides (NSBSG), on 
Tuesday, called on the chief 
minister, Neiphiu Rio, at his 
residential office to conduct 
the reaffirmation of oath 
as patron of NSBSG in the 
presence of Er. Zale Neikha, 
advisor of youth resources 
and sports, who was also 
inducted as the president 
of NSBSG.

Rio, who is also the 
recipient of the ‘Silver El-
ephant,’ expressed his de-
light on availing the op-
portunity to work together 
again for the 4th time as the 
patron.

“It is more a pleasure to 
serve than to be served. It is 
my honour,” Rio exclaimed 
on the occasion.

Recalling his young 
student days in the early 
1960s as a scout, the chief 
minister expressed his ap-
preciation to the Scouts 
and Guides for their selfless 
service in numerous ways.

“It is a pleasure to see 
young people in uniform 
serving the people. Their 
uniform projects a sense of 
responsibility,” Rio said and 
added that it is an honour to 

together”.  
The Forum for Naga 

Reconciliation (FNR) had 
to respond a number of 
times to queries related 
to the Naga Concordant, 
which was signed on August 
16, 2011, and why it could 
not take off. The failure of 
the Naga Concordant, ac-
cording to the FNR was 
questioned by not only the 
public but even some of the 
NPGs wanted to know why 
it failed to take-off. 

However, without go-
ing into finger pointing or 
blame game, the Convenor 
stated that FNR would take 
‘responsibility’ for whatever 
has happened. The FNR, 
during the public interac-
tion, also expressed hope 
that the Naga Concordant 
would ‘pick-up.’

One PhD scholar from 
Jawaharlal Nehru University 
(JNU) questioned whether 
these interactions are going 
to have any impact other-
wise it is a waste of time. 

Still another voiced his 
opinion and questioned if it 
was wise on the part of the 
FNR to meet with the Naga 
Political Groups (NPGs), 
terming the latter as fast 
‘losing credibility’ over the 
Naga issue.

Of interest to note is that 
during the just concluded 
visit to Delhi, the FNR team 
had closed door meetings 
separately with the six Naga 
national political groups 
and the NSCN (IM). 

Meanwhile, following 
the interaction with Delhi 
based Naga Scholars As-
sociation (NSA), a few ar-
eas of convergence were 
identified by the FNR to 
work alongside the NSA in 

the future. They include 
reconciliation of the differ-
ent Naga Political Groups, 
working for peace with 
neighbours, possible inter-
vention in a post-settlement 
situation and lastly to create 
awareness on Naga identity 
among the youths. 

In response, NSA mem-
bers volunteered to initia-
tive its own dialogue with 
think-tank groups from the 
neighbouring states since 
Delhi was where most poli-
cy matters are outlined and 
decided. The NSA mem-
bers also informed that they 
were playing their part in 
meeting with the six Naga 
national political groups 
(NNPGs) and NSCN (IM) 
and exploring ways to bring 
them together.

The NSA also pointed 
out that it could give ‘intel-
lectual inputs’ if required in 
peace negotiations. Further, 
the NSA was lobbying hard 
with political parties in In-
dia to get their support for 
an honourable political set-
tlement, the NSA informed 
during the interaction with 
FNR. 

FNR member, Rose-
mary Dzüvichü, termed the 
interaction with the NSA 
as a ‘springboard to many 
more conversations,’ while 
Dr. Longchari said FNR and 
NSA complemented each 
other. Another FNR mem-
ber Dr. Pangernungba Ke-
chu described the scholars 
present as the ‘heartbeat of 
Naga conscience.’  

It was agreed in princi-
ple to conduct a joint work-
shop of the FNR and NSA on 
urgent issues related to the 
coming peace accord and 
its aftermath.

Er. Zale Neikha 
inducted as 
president

be associated with young 
people in the course of pub-
lic service.

Congratulating Er. Zale 
Neikha, advisor of YR&S 
and newly inducted presi-
dent of NSBSG, the chief 
minister said that he looked 
forward to working with 
young and energetic lead-
ers and assured to extend 
full support. 

Stating that one learns 
new things when like-
minded people work to-
gether, Rio hoped that there 
would be more activities 
and events in the days to 
come so that the people 
could learn more about the 

Bharat Scouts and Guides.
Delivering his accept-

ance speech, Er. Zale Neikha 
expressed his gratitude to 
the NSBSG for inducting 
him as the president. 

Stating that it was an 
honour for him, the advi-
sor assured to work to the 
best of his abilities under 
the chief minister whom 
he described as his mentor.

In his brief welcome 
address, state chief com-
missioner, NSBSG, Atuo 
Mezhur Sekhose congratu-
lated the chief minister 
and the advisor on the oc-
casion and said that the 
NSBSG looked forward to 

their support in the days 
to come.

The chief minister also 
handed the warrant cer-
tificates to Atuo Mezhur 
Sekhose, state chief com-
missioner, NSBSG, and to 
Thejazeü Khruomo, state 
commissioner (Guides). 
The induction and reaf-
firmation ceremonies were 
conducted by John Tochi-
mong, state organisation 
commissioner (Scouts).

The programme was 
chaired by Chubanung-
la, state secretary NSBSG, 
while the vote of thanks 
was proposed by K Neibou 
Sekhose.

keep waste bins and to keep 
their surroundings clean 
and all wards/colonies were 
directed to maintain proper 
drainage. For improvement 
of facilities, he stated that 
proper implements, tools 
and materials would be 
provided to the sanitation 
workers. 

With the declaration 
of ‘Year of cleanliness,’ 
there could be competi-
tion among the colonies 
of Wokha town, wherein 
acknowledgement/ awards 
would be given to the best 
three colonies. The awards 
would be given away on the 
last meeting of DPDB of the 

year. The administrator also 
informed the board that 
utility of cesspool would be 
made operational by June.

The DC apprised the 
board about the visit to Ra-
lan area on April 14, where 
he was accompanied by SP 
Wokha and district admin-
istration during which a 
consultative meeting with 
Assam officials and officials 
of SSP was held to take stock 
of the ongoing semi-perma-
nent structure construction. 

He also informed the 
board that detail report of 
the visit has been submit-
ted to higher authority. He 
reminded all Heads of Of-

fice in the district to submit 
the list of employees and 
vehicles to the office of the 
deputy commissioner at the 
earliest.

Power point presenta-
tion on National Adoption 
Fund for Climate Change 
(NAFCC) and implemen-
tation and distribution 
of tools and machineries 
under Wokha district was 
presented by agriculture 
department. 

Department of PWD 
(Housing), National High-
ways and ITI presented 
their departmental activi-
ties and programmes dur-
ing the meeting.
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Our Correspondent
Imphal, May 9 (EMN): Two BSF 
personnel were killed while three 
civilians sustained injury when a 
powerful bomb suspected to be 
Improvised Explosive Device (IED) 
was exploded near Imphal on May 
9 Wednesday.

The incident took place near the 
gate of 49 Battalion BSF at Koirengei, 
about 8km north of Imphal along 
Imphal-Mao highway around 2 in 
the afternoon.

The two BSF personnel, both of 
constable rank who succumbed to 
injuries have been identified as NN 

Meitei and Sanjay Tirkey.
The injured civilians are M Prem-

lata Devi (40) who runs a grocery 
shop near the blast site, H Mubi, 
a school van driver and Bindya 
Thakuri who stays at Koirengei BSF 
gate. Conditions of injured persons 
except Bindya are said to be critical.

None of the armed group operat-
ing in the state has claimed respon-
sibility for the day’s incident till the 
report goes to press.

Meanwhile Manipur Chief Min-
ister N Biren Singh has strongly 
condemned the incident. 

Biren Singh accompanied by 

MLAs Awangbou Newmai, Th Satya-
brata and L Susindro and DGP LM 
Khaute while visiting the injured 
persons at the hospital, said that the 
government takes the incident seri-
ously and would not remain silent 
but would hunt down the perpetra-
tors and book them under the law 
of the land.

Informing that the government 
would bear all the medical expenses 
of the injured persons, he said that 
the police department is investigat-
ing the recent blasts that occurred 
at different pockets of the state 
capital.

Itanagar, May 9 (PTI): The 
Congress in Arunachal 
Pradesh today criticized 
the Pema Khandu govern-
ment for its failure to insist 
that the Joint Parliamen-
tary Committee (JPC) visit 
the state to collect views 
and suggestions from the 
stakeholders of the state on 
the Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Bill.

A 16-member JPC 
headed by Lok Sabha MP 
Rajendra Agarwal is visiting 
the north eastern states for 
collecting suggestions on 
the Citizenship (Amend-

ment) Bill, 2016.
T h e  C i t i z e n s h i p 

(Amendment) Bill, 2016, 
was introduced in the Lok 
Sabha to amend the Citi-
zenship Act, 1955.

Arunachal Pradesh, a 
state which is encounter-
ing major problems due to 
Chakma, Hajong, Tibetans 
and illegal immigrants, is 
left untouched by the JPC, 
Arunachal Pradesh Con-
gress Committee(APCC) 
vice-president Minkir Lol-
len said in a statement 
here.

He condemned the 

state government for 
keeping the people of the 
state in the dark about the 
JPC visit on Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill 2016.

“Since the ‘70s the refu-
gee problem is a burning 
issue in the state. The is-
sue has been always taken 
casually and the Centre 
did not address proactively 
keeping in mind the senti-
ment of indigenous people 
till date, Lollen alleged.

Appreciating the All 
Arunachal Pradesh Stu-
dents Union for sending 
a delegation to Shillong 

tomorrow to participate 
in the JPC meeting, he 
urged the state govern-
ment to disclose whether 
any meeting had been 
held on the refugees issue 
or it has been “resolved 
secretly” with the union 
home ministry.

The Congress also de-
manded that the state gov-
ernment convene an all-
party meeting immediately 
to discuss the issue along 
with NGOs, community 
organisations and senior 
citizens of the affected dis-
tricts.

Our Correspondent 
Imphal, May 9 (EMN): The ‘Maringa Paar-
yao Thillai Shangthil cum Lil-Thalung Bun’ 
festival of Manipur began on Tuesday at 
Lhikbung Machi in Manipur. 

It is a cultural festival of showing the 
love for nature by praising the beauty of 
flowers which is translated as ‘lei hongba.’ 
The festival which has revived after nearly 
fifty years of gap is one of the biggest cul-
tural festivals of the Maring Tribe.

The festival is associated with cleans-
ing & decorating a house, making and 
erecting a flower vest, identifying a 
particular flower as Main flower for the 
festival are some of the main rituals of 
the festival. 

Education, Labour, and Employment 
Minister Thokchom Radheshyam was 
invited as the chief guest. On second day 
of the event on Wednesday, he said, “Our 

custom, tradition and culture define our 
identity. Preserving and conserving the 
traditions, which are inherited from their 
forefathers, is the duty of every individual 
of the present generation.”

The Minister opined that there is a 
need to preserve the traditional dresses, 
instruments, and other artefacts of every 
community to make the future genera-
tions know about their culture and tradi-
tions.

Radheshyam asserted that there are 
three important things in life — law, 
religion, and old age —that are needed 
to be respected. He said that traditions 
are passed down to today’s generation 
from elders and that showing regards to 
the elders is the best way to achieve the 
custom, tradition, and culture. He further 
stressed that respect towards elders is also 
the best way of defining one’s identity.

Dimapur, May 9 (EMN): 
The 11th Assam Rifles (AR) 
of 26 Sector under the ae-
gis of HQ IGAR (South) 
conducted a conference 
on its new initiative “Em-
ployment Generation 
through Afforestation” on 
Wednesday in Manipur. 
The programme was con-
ducted with all villages 
under its area and civil 
administration including 
Forest and Wildlife De-
partment.

A press release from 
the AR on Wednesday 
stated that Manipur being 
one of the three ‘biologi-

cal hotspots’ of India and 
one of thirty four ‘biologi-
cal hotspots’ of the world 
has very rich biodiver-
sity. Many rare species of 
plants, animals, fishes and 
birds have their shelter in 
the Jungles of Manipur. 
However, due to poverty 
and traditional poaching, 
this diverse bio-diversity is 
witnessing a steep down-
fall.

The new initiative for 
‘employment generation 
through afforestation’ 
serves both the purposes 
—employment and af-
forestation. Villagers were 

sensitized about the de-
pleting biodiversity of 
Manipur and how plant-
ing fruit bearing trees can 
solve this issue, the press 
release stated.

The plan was dis-
cussed with representa-
tives of Forest and Wildlife 
Department. They assured 
that maximum sapling 
of fruit bearing trees like 
cashew nut, orange, beetle 
nut, banana, lemon, yane-
lak, heiribok, etc. will be 
provided for every village 
during “Van Mahotsav,” 
which is celebrated every 
first week of July.

Over 43 villagers from 
‘area of responsibility’ of 
11th Assam Rifles along 
with representative from 
Moreh College attended 
the programme. The vil-
lagers were thought about 
the concept of this new 
initiative. The complete 
project would be carried 
out in three phases: Firstly, 
pits will be prepared as ad-
vised by Forest Range Of-
ficer and will be inspected 
by the representatives of 
Forest Department. For 
this villagers will be given 
one month of time. In sec-
ond phase, saplings will 

be distributed to the vil-
lagers as per their demand 
during ‘Van Mahotsav’. In 
third phase, a committee 
will be formed which will 
be operated completely 
by local people. The com-
mittee will be monitoring 
the growth of these trees 
and will facilitate selling of 
fruits directly to the mar-
ket (to curb the involve-
ment of middleman).

Moreh College was in-
cluded in the drive with 
aim of inculcating the es-
sence of this drive to the 
youths studying at Moreh 
College.

Agartala/Silchar, May 9 (IANS): The 157th 
birth anniversary of Nobel laureate and 
poet Rabindra Nath Tagore was celebrated 
on Wednesday in Tripura and south As-
sam. However, the Rabindra Jayanti cel-
ebration in the Bengali-dominated Barak 
Valley region of southern Assam compris-
ing of the three districts of Cachar, Karim-
ganj and Hailakandi was low-key this year 
due to the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
government’s administrative decision.

Braving rough weather, numerous pro-
grammes were organised across Tripura, 
with “Prabhat Pheri” (morning proces-
sion) being held in each locality.

Songs written by the bard were sung 
and his poetry was recited at different 
venues in Tripura by local artistes and per-
formers as well as some from West Bengal 
and Bangladesh.

The Tripura government, which de-
clared a holiday on Wednesday on the 
occasion, also organised programmes in 
the Rabindra Satabarshiki Bhavan and 
Rabindra Kanan in Agartala.

Tripura Chief Minister Biplab Kumar 
Deb, who also holds the Information and 
Cultural Affairs Department, and Chief 
Secretary Sanjeev Ranjan were present at 
the Rabindra Kanan functions.

Chhandaneer, a decades-old re-
nowned cultural organisation of Tripura, 
has also organised the “Kabi Pranam” 
programme in Agartala.

“We are organising Rabindra Jayanti 
for the past 44 years. Artistes from Bang-
ladesh, West Bengal and Kolkata along 
with Tripura took part in the week-long 
programme,” Chhandaneer chief Samiran 
Roy told IANS.

In Silchar, a controversy erupted since 
last year after the Assam government offi-
cially cancelled the celebrations in schools 

and instead asked the Education Depart-
ment to hold academic activities.

However, non-government cultural or-
ganisations observed the day with numer-
ous programmes and functions in three 
districts of Bengali dominated Barak Valley 
region in south Assam adjoining Tripura.

Silchar-based Barak Upatyaka Banga 
Sahitya-O-Sanskriti Sammelan leader 
Taimur Raja Chowdhury said: “Despite 
the state government’s apathetic attitude 
towards celebrating the Rabindra Jayanti, 
various NGOs are observing the day with 
day-long colourful and traditional func-
tions.” “The BJP government in Assam 
should encourage the students and youths 
to participate and celebrate the great occa-
sion,” Chowdhury, an editor of a leading 
vernacular daily, told the media.

Tagore had visited and stayed in Agar-
tala and Shillong several times between 
1899 and 1927.

Academician Rameswar Bhattach-
arjee said: “Tagore’s close relations with 
the princely state of Tripura and its four 
successive tribal kings form an important 
chapter in the state’s history. This relation-
ship prompted him to visit the state as 
many as seven times between 1899 and 
1926.”

“Tripura had a special place in many of 
Tagore’s songs and he wrote a number of 
novels with the princely state’s history as 
the theme. Some of these are ‘Bisharjan’, 
‘Rajarshi’ and ‘Mukut’,” he added.

The 101-year-old “Pushpavant Palace”, 
which until April 18 was the Raj Bhavan 
(Governor’s house), will turn into a mu-
seum and research centre dedicated to 
Tagore.  The Raj Bhavan on April 18 shifted 
to a newly constructed sprawling mansion 
at the new capital complex on the outskirts 
of Agartala.

Dimapur, May 9 (EMN): Adequate safety of train 
operation has been the most pivotal issue con-
cerning running of trains. 

A press release issued by the NF Railway in 
Maligaon on May 9 mentioned that it is the train 
drivers who run the train during day and night 
carrying thousand of passenger so, their mental 
as well as physical fitness is of great importance 
for observing all safety aspects. 

In order to boost the morale of drivers who are 
called loco pilots, a safety seminar cum aware-
ness programme was held at the ZRTI (Zonal 
Railway Training Institute) located at Alipurduar 
on May 3. 

Safety seminars are held quite regularly for 
the counselling of train drivers. But this time, in 
a unique gesture, the families of the drivers were 
invited. Wives and children of drivers attended 
in large numbers, discussed their problems and 
shared their experiences. Authorities gave a pa-
tient hearing to all issues like need for improve-
ment of staff quarters, better children education 
etc. the release added. 

Several positive suggestions as well as feed-
back were said to have been received during the 
course of discussion.

Our Correspondent 
Imphal, May 9 (EMN): Rain 
accompanied by strong 
winds destroyed atleast six 
houses on May 9 Wednes-
day at Busau village under 
Singhat constituency and 
Churachandpur district in 
Manipur.

The incident took place 
around 1:30 pm forcing the 

affected villagers in desper-
ate need of shelter. How-
ever there are no reports of 
human casualties during 
the incident. 

Besides Churachan-
dpur district, other parts 
of the state including the 
state capital also witnessed 
heavy rain around on 
Wednesday.

Our correspondent
Imphal, May 9 (EMN): Ma-
nipur Chief Minister N Biren 
Singh has urged the officials 
and experts of the state seri-
culture department to explore 
means for cost reduction in 
the production of silk items 
without compromising the 
quality so that the demands 
from different parts of the 
country and world would 
upsurge.

The chief minister said 
this while speaking as the 
chief guest during an inau-
guration of Cocoon Mela and 
Farmers Training Centre or-
ganised by the department 
of sericulture, government 
of Manipur at Sangaipat in 
Imphal East district on May 9.

Biren Singh said that Ma-
nipuri silk is world famous but 
demand in the market is still 

not good enough because of 
high prices. Some foreign visi-
tors once suggested him to cut 
down the price to attract more 
demands, he added.

Also, Biren Singh directed 
the officials of the department 
to combine their technical 
expertise with the farmers’ 
practical experience inorder 
to enhance production both 
in quality and quantity.

The chief minister urged 
the officials to put in best pos-
sible effort to bring economic 
development of the State and 
enhance farmers’ income 
through large scale produc-
tion of Sericulture items.

Biren Singh during the 
programme strongly con-
demned the powerful bomb 
blast that occurred near the 
gate of 49 Bn. BSF camp at 
Koirengei on May 9.

Maintaining that violence 
would never bring any solu-
tion, the chief minister urged 
all concerned to extend co-
operation to the government 
in resolving all forms of dis-
cord and conflict through 
democratic and peaceful 
means.

Manipur has already start-
ed making a good impres-
sion of being a beautiful and 
peaceful state to the world. As 
such, nobody should resort to 
any activity which may spoil 
the hard earned condition, 
the chief minister said.

Stating that situation has 
improved considerably and 
peace has returned to the 
state off late, the chief minis-
ter said that there is no point 
to target security personnel 
with an intention to create a 
chaotic situation again.

Mirror Crossword 1813sud0ku 1653
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1812

ACROSS
1. Brightest star in the constellation 

Virgo
6. Cain’s brother
10. Broad band worn over the shoulder
14. Latin for “Broad” or “Extensive”
15. Indian dress
16. You (archaic)
17. Badly suited
18. Graceful bird
19. Hindu system of exercises
20. Re________ = recalled
22. Solidified
24. Periods of history
25. Easily understood
26. Household tutor
29. Carnivorous sea mammal
30. Always
31. Mountainous region of West 

Virginia
37. Push away
39. Late band leader ___ Brown
40. Threefold
41. Not traversed
44. To a position on
45. Distribute
46. Singer Sheena ______
48. Approval
52. Scholastic Aptitude Tests
53. Far East
54. Aerial gymnasts
58. Liturgy of a church
59. United States Dept. of Agriculture
61. Moderate purple color
62. Personal (abbrev.)
63. Blade of tall slender grass
64. Andes mountain animal
65. Narrow opening
66. Hotels
67. More clever
 
DOWN
1. Slender
2. Window glass

3. Article
4. One who serves the king wine
5. Towards the rear
6. Donkeys
7. Prostitute or madam
8. Earned Run Average
9. Relating to the tongue
10. Instruments for writing
11. Grasp
12. German for “Sail” 13. 

Impetuous
21. New Zealand hardwood tree
23. Acclaim

25. Rental agreement
26. South American country
27. Not odd
28. Department (abbrev.)
29. A short period of time
32. Braid
33. Bird of the genus Loxia
34. Clue
35. To the inside
36. Long period of time
38. Burdened 42. Short 

tube with a constricted 
throat

43. Darling
47. Coral islands
48. Military subdivision
49. Projecting bay window
50. Explosive
51. Perceives (archaic)
52. Large quantities
54. City in Yemen
55. Mountain range in Kirghiz
56. Docile
57. Mark left by a wound
60. Former unit of currency in 

Japan

solutions to suD0ku 1652

Blast kills two BsF troopers; 
Biren singh condemns 

Citizenship Bill : Cong. criticises Khandu govt. 
for failure to insist on JPC visit to Arunachal 

Maringa Paaryao Thillai Shangthil 
festival begins in Manipur

AR holds employment generation drive through ‘afforestation’

Rabindra Jayanti celebrated 
in Tripura, Assam

NFR organises safety 
seminar for train drivers

Strong wind destroys at least 
six houses in Manipur

Explore means to reduce cost of silk 
production, says Biren Singh



GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/90/2018-I               Dated Kohima, the 7th May, 2018OBJECTION NOTICE

Whereas Smti. ZELHOUVI-U W/O LATE. VIKIE, Pensioner resident of 
Pfuchama Village, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certificate 
under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/
operate/transfer his/her Late husband- Pension PO No. Pen/Com-
16092/NL/S/17382 of Treasury, Kohima (S). Bank A/C No.36462051088 
SBI Lerie Branch, Kohima. Who expired on 04.12.2017.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if 
any within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: NagalandKG-2512

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/90/2018-I               Dated Kohima, the 7th May, 2018OBJECTION NOTICE

Whereas Smti. ZELHOUTUONUO PIENYU W/O LATE. KEMERHU 
PIENYU, Pensioner resident of D. Khel Kohima Village has applied for 
issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part 
X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late husband- Pension PO 
No.111404526 of Treasury, Kohima (North). Bank A/C No.31056828586 
SBI Main Branch, Kohima. Who expired on 21.11.2017.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if 
any within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: NagalandKG-2513
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CAPITAL TRAINING INSTITUTE
&

COACHING CENTRE

NPSC/UPSC prelims  & SSC

TCP Gate Kohima, 9402831939/9436201083

Admission started 2018:

1. Spoken English 2. Computer Courses: DCA, DTP
3.  Stenography &Typewriting  4.  Cutting &Tailoring
5.  Embroidery  6.   Knitting 7.  Montessori Teacher’s Training (PERI)
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Eastern Mirror  |  Dimapur, Thursday, May 10, 2018

PTI
A view of the Flipkart office in Bengaluru on Wednesday. US retailer Walmart on 
Wednesday acquired 77 per cent stake in Flipkart for USD 16 billion, the biggest 
acquisition by a company in India this year. 

Demand for batteries is expected to rise with the 
Centre’s push for e-vehicles. 

‘Election necessitated because of Rio’
Speaking at the NPF’s ticket distribution cer-

emony, Leader of Opposition TR Zeliang did not 
mince words: the by-elections was necessitated 
‘because of the decision of one person, former MP 
and incumbent chief minister, Neiphiu Rio.’ 

Zeliang said that ‘due to Rio’s resignation, Na-
gas were not represented in Lok Sabha for the past 
more than three months, at a time when the Naga 
political dialogue was going on at ‘full-swing.’ The 
This, he said, was a great loss to the Naga people. 
The Naga people need to understand why they have 
had to face such an extraordinary situation and a 
premature by-election, he said.

Zeliang informed the party’s functionaries that 
with time running out, the party could not convene 
a CEC meeting and that several party leaders had to 
take the decision on choosing a candidate. How-
ever, he said he was confident that Jamir was the 
right person to contest in the elections.

Zeliang also candidly said that elections in Na-
galand were costly affairs. With the state assembly 
election having concluded about two months ago, 
he felt that the Lok Sabha by-poll would take an-
other huge toll on the State Exchequer, the political 
parties, the candidates, and eventually effect the 
state’s economy as well besides consuming the vot-
ers’ time and energy.

In his brief address, candidate Apok Jamir ad-
mitted that the NPF had a daunting task before it, 
an abnormal situation where constitutionally it had 
become mandatory that the state should have a by-
election to the Lok Sabha in spite of the fact that the 
assembly election concluded recently. Stating that 
the election was a constitutional obligation which 
the people have to abide by, he reminded it was 
now pertinent for all to again rise to the occasion 
and make sacrifices for the people and the state. 
Towards, this, he appealed to all the party function-
aries to leave no stone unturned. 

He said the last election, the NPF fought with the 
government on its side as it was the ruling party and 
had achieved single largest party but the situation 
and circumstances were such that the opposing 
party as well as the national party BJP had com-
bined to form the government. Therefore, today, he 
felt that the challenge was much greater.

“I have taken this daunting task and responsibil-
ity because I believe that this party can deliver and 
realize the aspiration of the people of Nagaland,” 
Jamir said. Also citing his having served as a mem-
ber of Parliament in the Rajya Sabha earlier, he was 
not new to the parliament and that he knows that 
a lot can be done through the parliament for the 
people. With the party and its leaders behind him, 
he said the NPF will put up a good fight, although 
the task will not be easy.

“We cannot undermine our opponent, they are 
in the ruling and they have all the important ma-
chinery, but our NPF party is a grass root party, we 
have the experience and we have the commitment 
to serve our people, therefore we have a very good 
prospect provided all of us are sincere and commit-
ted,” Jamir said. If elected, he said it was his resolve 
to serve the Naga people in the best interest of the 
state, and to work for what the Nagas aspire. 

“Today is an opportunity for the NPF party to 
again prove to the people that NPF is the voice of 
the Nagas,” he added.

Sensex ends higher for 3rd day, up 103 pts

Govt. approves green licence plates for e-vehicles

Walmart buys 77% stake in Flipkart for $16 bn.

based firm.
Walmart and Flipkart will re-

main separate brands and the 
Indian e-commerce company 
will have an independent Board, 
which will be revamped to give 
representation to the US firm.

Tencent Holdings Ltd, Tiger 
Global Management and Micro-
soft Corp will also continue to 
remain shareholders in Flipkart, 
Walmart said without divulging 
their stake.

Japan’s SoftBank Group Corp 
sold its 20 per cent stake, which it 
had acquired for USD 2.5 billion, 
for about USD 4 billion. South Af-
rican internet and entertainment 
firm Naspers, which had invested 
USD 616 million in Flipkart in 
August 2012, sold its entire 11.18 
per cent stake in the company to 
Walmart for USD 2.2 billion.

“While the immediate focus 
will be on serving customers and 
growing the business, Walmart 
supports Flipkart’s ambition to 
transition into a publicly-listed, 
majority-owned subsidiary in the 
future,” it said.

Pre-deal, Tiger Global Man-

agement held about 20 per cent 
stake in Flipkart.

The deal is subject to regula-
tory approvals including Compe-
tition Commission of India, and 
is expected to close later this year.

The deal will help the US retail 
giant -- which has seen consum-
ers migrate to online platforms 
like those run by Amazon -- get a 
vantage position in e-commerce 
space in the world’s fastest-grow-
ing economy.

Only 14 per cent of its over 
400 million Internet users shop 
online and the number is pro-
jected to rise to over 50 per cent 
by 2026.

The deal would bring over 
175 million users to Walmart, 
which has been eyeing the In-
dian market for a few years. So 
far it had been handicapped by 
India’s retail policy that does not 
allow overseas companies to sell 
directly to consumers (except in 
wholesale cash-and-carry seg-
ment).

Companies like Flipkart and 
Amazon operate as e-commerce 
marketplaces a segment that al-

lows 100 per cent foreign direct 
investment (FDI).

Walmart runs 21 Best Price 
wholesale stores in the country 
that sell everything from fast-
moving consumer goods to fur-
niture to other retailers and in-
stitutions. It could potentially use 
those Best Price stores as pickup 
and delivery points.

“India is one of the most at-
tractive retail markets in the 
world, given its size and growth 
rate, and our investment is an 
opportunity to partner with the 
company that is leading the 
transformation of eCommerce 
in the market,” said Doug Mc-
Millon, Walmart’s president and 
chief executive officer.

Walmart investment, he said, 
will benefit India by provid-
ing quality, affordable goods for 
customers, while creating new 
skilled jobs and fresh opportuni-
ties for small suppliers, farmers, 
and women entrepreneurs.

Soon after signing the deal, 
McMillon addressed Flipkart em-
ployees in Bengaluru and would 
meet key policy makers here to-
morrow to clear any misgiving 
about the deal.

Binny Bansal said Walmart 
is the ideal partner for the next 
phase of Flipkart journey.

Amazon was also said to have 
put in an aggressive offer to buy 
60 per cent of Flipkart but the 
board of the Indian firm is said to 
have favoured the Walmart offer.

Launched in 2007 and envi-
sioned as the ‘Amazon of India’ 
before the latter came to India, 
Flipkart owns country’s largest 
online fashion retailers -- Myn-
tra and Jabong -- both of which it 
had acquired.

IIT Delhi engineers, Sachin 
and Binny Bansal, who are un-re-
lated, started Flipkart with a capi-
tal of Rs 4 lakh and went door-to-
door to deliver books when they 
began operations in 2007. The 
Walmart deal made them billion-
aires.

Flipkart’s sales grew more 
than 50 per cent in the fiscal year 
ended March 31, 2018, to USD 
4.6 billion, Walmart said.

New Delhi, May 9 (PTI): Walmart 
Inc today announced acquisition 
of 77 per cent stake in Flipkart 
for about USD 16 billion (Rs 1.05 
lakh crore) in the largest e-com-
merce deal which will give the 
US retailer access to the Indian 
online market that is estimated 
to grow to USD 200 billion within 
a decade.

The deal, under which co-
founder Sachin Bansal and Ja-
pan’s Softbank Corp Group are 
exiting, values Flipkart at USD 
20.8 billion. It is the biggest M&A 
deal in India this year.

“Walmart’s investment in-
cludes USD 2 billion of new eq-
uity funding, which will help 
Flipkart accelerate growth in the 
future,” the US-based firm said in 
a statement.

They “are also in discussions 
with additional potential inves-
tors who may join the round, 
which could result in Walmart’s 
investment stake moving lower 
after the transaction is complete”, 
the statement added. 

“Even so, the company would 
retain clear majority ownership,” 
Walmart said.

Google parent Alphabet Inc is 
seen to be the potential investor 
who may get as much as 15 per 
cent.

Reacting to the deal, RSS af-
filiate Swadeshi Jagran Manch 
has alleged that Walmart was 
“circumventing” rules for a 
“back-door entry” into India, and 
sought Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s intervention to safeguard 
“national interest”.

Flipkart will get additional 
capital and expertise to battle 
Amazon, which has spent bil-
lions of dollars to gain customers 
in the country. Flipkart has 34 per 
cent market share while Amazon 
controls 27 per cent of India’s on-
line sales.

Binny Bansal, who had co-
founded Flipkart with Sachin 
11 years ago, will retain some of 
his 5.5 per cent stake in India’s 
biggest online retailer and will 
be Chairman of the company’s 
Board. Walmart’s Krish Iyer will 
be the CEO of the Bengaluru-

Mumbai, May 9 (PTI): Rising for the 
third straight session, the BSE Sensex 
advanced by 103 points to end at 
35,319.35 today as healthy buying in 
frontline stocks offset lacklustre glo-
bal cues. IT counters spurted after the 
rupee hit fresh 15-month lows against 
the US dollar. 

The 30-share barometer opened 
weak and hit a low of 35,134.20 on 
profit-booking in recent gainers amid 
sustained outflows by foreign funds.

However, it soon recovered to 
touch the day’s high of 35,404.83, be-
fore finally ending at 35,319.35 -- up 
103.03 points, or 0.29 per cent.

The index had risen 300.94 points 
in the past two sessions.

The 50-share NSE Nifty too moved 
in a wide range on hectic selling and 
buying and finally closed 23.90 points, 
or 0.22 per cent, higher at 10,741.70. In-
tra-day, it hovered between 10,689.85 
and 10,766.25.

Meanwhile, on a net basis, domes-
tic institutional investors (DIIs) bought 
shares worth Rs 923.25 crore while for-
eign institutional investors (FIIs) sold 
shares to the tune of Rs 97.15 crore 
in yesterday’s trade, provisional data 
showed. 

Crude oil climbed to the high-
est level since late 2014 at USD 77.07 
a barrel after US President Donald 
Trump abandoned an international 
nuclear deal with Iran, likely curbing 
the OPEC member’s crude exports in 
an already tight market.

New Delhi, May 9 (PTI): To promote 
electric vehicles in India, the govern-
ment has approved green licence plates 
bearing numbers in white fonts for 
private e-vehicles and yellow for taxis, 
Union Minister Nitin Gadkari said on 
Wednesday.

The government also plans to allow 

youth in the age bracket of 16-18 years 
to drive electric scooters, besides man-
dating taxi aggregators to have a certain 
percentage of e-vehicle fleet.

A notification in this regard will be 
out in a week’s time, Mr. Gadkari, who 
has been advocating electric mobility 
promotion, he said.

The purpose behind distinctive 
number plates is their easy identification 
for preferential treatment in parking, free 
entry in congested zones besides other 
proposed benefits like concessional toll, 
Mr. Gadkari told PTI.
Sops for e-vehicles

The measure is aimed at promot-
ing e-vehicle’s use and the government 
is considering exemption from permits 
for such vehicles. “Exemption from per-
mit will be a game changer as restricted 
permit regime is a major concern. E-
rickshaw growth is attributable to the 
permit exemption and there is scope to 
extend the exemption to the e-buses, 
e-taxis, e-autos and e-bikes. E-auto and 
e-buses may have a big impact since get-
ting a new permit is extremely difficult,” 
the minister said.
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EastErn Mirror

Regressive Line 
T

he issue concerning the Bengal Eastern Fron-
tier Regulation of 1873 pertaining especially to 
Dimapur district fails to die down as various or-
ganisations are still persistent in their demand 

that it ought to be implemented in the district. It is back 
in the news again with a fresh representation, this time 
from the Nagaland Tribes Council (NTC), to the chief 
minister to bring the district, the largest plain area in 
the state bordering Assam into the jurisdiction of said 
regulation. From the perspective of the history of Di-
mapur district besides the current status of it being the 
state’s commercial hub that it has attained, the regula-
tion would be a regressive step. 

The regulation empowers the state’s government 
to issue inner-line permit (ILP) to visitors from outside 
the state. This means that outsiders are not allowed to 
move freely in the areas the ILP is in force.   It also re-
stricts outsiders to settle and reside within the state. So 
in effect under the regulation a person from outside the 
state truly cannot have a profession within the area. 

This is directly in contrast to Article 19, Article 19, 
and Article 19 of the Constitution of India.  The three ar-
ticles give every citizen the right to ‘move freely through-
out the territory of India,’ or reside and settle in any part 
of the territory of India, or to practise any profession, or 
to carry on any occupation, trade, or business.

A similar reply was purported to have been given by 
the Centre when similar demands for the inclusion of 
Meghalaya under the regulation was made in 2013. The 
Centre also stated then that the ILP system could not be 
imposed where it was not in existence when the Consti-
tution came into being or was revoked later. 

As for the plain areas of Dimapur district, where 
the commercial hub of the state is located—a district 
that is poised to become a manufacturing hub in the 
future—the introduction of the regulation will harm 
the economy of the state. The growth of medical tour-
ism that Dimapur is seeing at the moment will have a 
sharp decline. The many big commercial centres which 
no doubt have Naga stakeholders will die out within a 
few months. The inter-state trade, especially in the un-
organised sector, will see a major decline. All in all it is 
a shortcut to completely chopping off the economy of 
Dimapur and the state, which is seeing some growth at 
the moment. 

Instead it has to be strictly enforced in letter and 
in spirit in the hill areas where it is presently covered. 
The present workarounds being employed for various 
persons who are non-Naga and non indigenous inhab-
itants of the state need to be stopped. Except for per-
sons in public service, armed forces, and other quasi-
government agencies, no other should be allowed to 
settle in these areas. All the organisations demanding 
the ILP for Dimapur should first have the courage to 
demand its strict implementation in the hill areas. Oth-
erwise, the day is not far when these leaders, however 
well-intentioned, will just be termed another group of 
frogs in the well.

Dr. Alon Ben-Meir

Peter Rutsa

Fix your eyes on Jesus.

Amy Carmichael (1867–1951) is known for her work 
of rescuing orphaned girls in India and giving them 
a new life. In the midst of this exhausting work there 

were times she called “moments of vision.” In her book 
Gold by Moonlight, she wrote, “In the midst of a crowded 
day we are given almost a glimpse of ‘the land of far dis-
tances,’ and we stand still, arrested on the road.” 

The prophet Isaiah spoke of a time when God’s rebel-
lious people would turn back to Him. “Your eyes will see 
the king in his beauty and view a land that stretches afar” 
(Isaiah 33:17). To view this “land of far distances” is to be 
lifted above the circumstances of the immediate present 
and to gain an eternal perspective. During difficult times, 
the Lord enables us to see our lives from His viewpoint 
and regain hope. “For the Lord is our judge, the Lord is 
our lawgiver, the Lord is our king; it is he who will save 
us” (v. 22).

Each day, we can choose to look down in discourage-
ment or lift our eyes to “the land of far distances,” to the 
Lord who is “our Mighty One” (v. 21).

Amy Carmichael spent more than fifty years in India 
helping young women in great need. How did she do it? 
Each day she fixed her eyes on Jesus and placed her life 
in His care. And so can we.

Lord, today we lift our eyes from the circumstances 
that discourage us to see You in Your splendor, and 

find peace.

Sir,
Regarding the circular issued by the 

Chief Secretary, Govt.of Nagaland, vide 
circular No.CON-1/G/33/2008, Dated 
Kohima the 30th of April, 2018, regard-
ing the consultative meeting of all Tribal 
Hohos  convened by the Political Affairs 
Committee(PAC) Concerning the ongoing 
peace talks and the Women’s Reservation 
Policy for ULBs, I am greatly surprised 
and confused to see that the Kuki Inpi 
Nagaland( KIN) has not been included in 
the list of invited Hohos  for the delibera-
tion on such important issue concerning 
our state and our future. When the kukis 
had been a  founding member of Naga 
Club and subsequently a signatory of the 
memorandum submitted to Simon Com-
mission which became the backbone of  
Naga Politics and the state apparatus that 
we all enjoy, and having participated in 
the Naga Movement and all the important 
historical events on the same footing with 
other fellow Naga Tribes of  Erstwhile 
Naga Hills and the present Nagaland till 
today, it makes us feel sidelined when the 
apex Kuki body in Nagaland is not invited 
for such serious deliberations. It might 
aswell be counted as unfair and unjust! It 
also doesn’t augur well for a government 
when it have such biased attitude towards 
its subjects, and what more, to a founding 
member! Hence the Govt. is reminded to 
review the list of Tribal Hohos invited for 
the said meeting. If  it is firm on its deci-
sion, it should also explain the reasons for 
it. One would also like to know whether 
the two sitting MLAs of 5 Ghaspani-II 
and 6th Tenning AC have done anything 
to voice out these issues that affect people 
of their constituencies. 

Thank you
David Hanneng

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

DAILY

PATH
The Land of Far 

Distances

BIBLE READ:   ISAIAH 33:17–22
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
Your eyes will see the king in his beauty and view a 

land that stretches afar.       
~  Isaiah 33:17

T
he decertification of the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action 
(JCPOA) by Trump is most un-
fortunate. It seems that Trump 

was not swayed by either France’s Pres-
ident Macron or Germany’s Chancellor 
Merkel to preserve the deal. Instead, 
he appears to have taken Israeli Prime 
Minister Netanyahu’s advice to decerti-
fy the deal, even though Iran continues 
to fully adhere to all of its provisions. It 
is dangerous that neither Trump nor 
Netanyahu appears to fully grasp the 
dire regional and international impli-
cations of the unilateral decertification 
of the deal by the US.

In January, Trump gave Britain, 
France, and Germany an unrealistic 
deadline—May 12—to fix what he con-
siders the deal’s defects, including the 
sunset clauses under which some of 
the terms expire, Iran’s ballistic missiles 
program (which was not part of the 
deal), and the monitoring of suspected 
Iranian nuclear sites. This was mission 
impossible without the support of Rus-
sia and China, not to speak of the short 
period of time.

Netanyahu’s public stunt, display-
ing thousands of documents to provide 
further proof  that Iran has been con-
ducting a secret nuclear weapons pro-
gram, is not new. His claim that the Iran 
deal was based on information that 
was not known before does not justify 
the decertification of the deal, especial-
ly because Iran has been fully adhering 
to all the provisions of the deal.

The fact that Iran was pursuing 
a nuclear weapons program was the 
main reason behind President Obama’s 
effort to strike the deal. As EU foreign 
policy chief Federica Mogherini said 
in Brussels, “the deal was put in place 
exactly because there was no trust be-
tween the parties…” Secretary of De-
fense Mattis echoed precisely the same 
sentiment, adding that “the verification 
[procedure]… is actually pretty robust 
as far as our intrusive ability to get in.”

The deal is certainly far from per-
fect, but withdrawing from it and start-
ing from scratch may be impossible, 
especially in light of Iran’s vehement 
refusal to modify the deal, as was ex-
pressed by Foreign Minister Zarif: “we 
will neither outsource our security nor 
will we renegotiate or add onto a deal 

we have already implemented in good 
faith.”      

The decertification of the deal will 
force Iran to choose one of two options. 
The first is to exploit the division be-
tween the US and the other signatories. 
In this case, Tehran could continue to 
adhere to the provisions of the deal, 
even though Iran will still suffer from 
unilateral (but not as severe) American 
sanctions. Under US law, Trump must 
wait at least 180 days before imposing 
their most severe consequences, which 
includes targeting banks of countries 
that fail to appreciably cut their oil pur-
chases from Iran.

The second option for Iran is to 
withdraw from the deal altogether, re-
start its nuclear weapons program, and 
potentially even withdraw from the 
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) to pre-
vent the monitoring of its nuclear pro-
gram by the IAEA, which is the worst 
thing for Israel and other American al-
lies in the region.

The severe disadvantages of decerti-
ficationFirst, most observers agree that 
Iran would resume its nuclear weapons 
program, which could quickly lead to 
the proliferation of nuclear weapons 
in the Middle East. This would also in-
crease regional tension and a growing 
sense of insecurity by other countries 
in the area, which is a recipe for spark-
ing new and further intensifying cur-
rent violent conflicts.

Second, given the intense enmity 
between Israel and Iran, the Israeli gov-
ernment might well decide to preemp-
tively attack Iran’s nuclear facilities 
before Tehran reaches the breakout 
point. This would more than likely lead 
to an Iranian-Israeli war and pull other 
countries, including the US, into the 
fray, which could have dreadful conse-
quences throughout the Middle East.

Third, such development would 
also deepen Iran’s resolve to further en-
trench itself in Syria, which is precisely 
what Israel wants to avoid. This too 
will prompt Israel, as it has done in the 
past, to attack Iranian military installa-
tions in Syria, which could also escalate 
into a regional conflagration.

Fourth, Iran will have every reason 
to accelerate its ballistic missile pro-
gram, which poses a greater danger 
not only to Israel but to the US’ allies 
throughout the region. In addition, 
Iran will have further incentive to in-

crease its financial support of extremist 
groups to destabilize the region, which 
it has and will continue to exploit.

Fifth, the unilateral withdrawal 
from the deal by the US will undoubt-
edly create a schism with the US’ allies 
as well as Russia and China and could 
foreclose any opening to modify the 
deal, which Trump failed to consider.

Finally, the US’ credibility will be se-
riously tarnished with both friends and 
nemeses, especially at this juncture 
when the US is preparing to work out 
a deal on denuclearization with North 
Korea’s Chairman Kim Jong Un, who 
would be given a legitimate reason to 
doubt any American commitment to 
adhere to future agreements.

The advantages, had the deal been 
maintainedIran’s threat perception 
originates from its sense of encircle-
ment, compelling it to pursue a de-
fensive policy. Thus, I believe that Iran 
would have been willing to renegotiate 
various provisions of the deal to pre-
vent it from acquiring nuclear weapons 
now or at any time in the future, only if 
it was assured that the new deal would 
first and foremost preserve the regime, 
and that the US commit to not seeking 
regime change now or at any time in 
the future.

Given that (other than Iran) there 
are six signatories to the deal and sev-
en years to go before the first sunset 
clause expires, Trump along with the 
US’ European allies could have made 
every effort to enlist Russia and China 
to fully cooperate. Both powers would 
have supported a revised deal, as nei-
ther wanted the US to withdraw from 
the deal, nor Iran to acquire nuclear 
weapons.

This would have compelled Iran to 
take seriously the collective demand, 
fearing that otherwise joint crippling 
sanctions will be reinstated, which Te-
hran wants to prevent at all cost. Col-
lectively, they could have exerted far 
greater influence on Iran to modify the 
deal and mitigate the US’ and regional 
allies’ concerns.

New talks would not have been lim-
ited to fixing the current deal, but to 
offering Iran a path for normalization 
of relations with the West. Iran exists 
and will continue to exist indefinitely. 
The US and the rest of the international 
community have every right to demand 
that Iran end all of its mischievous ac-

tivities in the region. Similarly, Iran has 
also the right to govern itself as it sees 
fit, without fear and intimidation.

Revisiting the Iran deal would have 
provided a golden opportunity to 
change the regional dynamic, as long 
as Iran is ready and willing to play a 
constructive role to stabilize the region. 
This should have been the larger goal 
behind the search for a comprehensive 
and permanent new deal.

To that end, Tehran could have been 
required to commence talks about its 
ballistic missile program as a separate 
deal or in conjunction with the new 
talks to modify the current deal. Iran 
would have been under pressure to 
temper its bellicose rhetoric, support 
of violent extremist groups, cyber hack-
ing campaigns, and end the building of 
a network of partners and proxies – the 
“axis of resistance” – which raises re-
gional tensions and could lead to mili-
tary confrontations.

Moreover, Iran would have been 
compelled to ease the regional tension 
in the countries where it is directly or 
indirectly involved, by taking the ini-
tiative to bring an end to the horrifying 
wars in Yemen and Syria, and keeping 
Hezbollah and other extremist groups 
at bay. Iran could have also been in-
duced to stop threatening Israel’s ex-
istence to reduce the tension and pre-
vent direct confrontation between the 
two countries, which in fact both sides 
want to avoid.

Notwithstanding the dreadful mis-
take of decertification, Trump can keep 
the deal on life support if he does not 
immediately reimpose the sanctions 
and gives the other five powers the 
time needed to work collectively with 
Iran and reach a new agreement—one 
that will chart a new course in the Mid-
dle East and potentially mitigate the 
multiple conflicts in which Iran plays a 
pivotal role.

Otherwise, we should all brace our-
selves for intensified turmoil in the 
Middle East, thanks to the utter reck-
lessness of Trump and Netanyahu, who 
failed miserably to realize how horrify-
ing  the consequences will be.

(Dr. Alon Ben-Meir is a professor of 
international relations at the Center 
for Global Affairs at NYU. He teaches 
courses on international negotiation 

and Middle Eastern studies. He can be 
contacted at alon@alonben-meir.com)

A
s a new parent, it is natural for 
you to want the best for your 
little one. You tend to be more 
conscious about the choices 

you make, and are usually bombard-
ed with a plethora of baby care prod-
ucts available in the market. Hence, 
when it comes to choosing the right 
product for your babys soft skin, there 
are chances of you getting confused.

“A baby’s skin is more delicate and 
sensitive than adult skin, so be sure 
to use safe products on your baby. 
Whether it is oils and creams or sham-
poos and soaps, they should be gentle 
and safe on the skin, as chemicals like 
phthalates and mineral oils in baby 
care products can be harsh and affect 
baby’s delicate skin. These chemi-
cals get absorbed immediately by 
the baby’s skin as it is thinner, which 
can cause potential harm to your 
baby. Hence, it becomes important 
to choose products infused with the 
power of herbs,” says Dr. Subhashini 
N S, Ayurveda Expert, The Himalaya 
Drug Company, who suggests a list of 
ingredients which are gentle and help 
preserve the softness of baby’s skin:

* Aloe Vera: Aloe Vera works best for 
treating dry skin and heals rashes 
and itchy skin. Its anti-inflammato-
ry properties effectively cure com-
mon skin problems for babies.

* Khus Grass: The anti-bacterial 
and antifungal properties in Khus 
Grass soothe and refresh irritated 
skin. This herb is known for its anti-
perspirant and astringent proper-
ties, which keep baby dry through-

out the day.

* Chickpea: Chickpea is rich in anti-
oxidants and cleans, soothes, and 
nourishes your little one’s skin. A 
Chickpea-based shampoo brings 
shine to baby’s hair. It also helps 
cleanse the baby’s body.

* Five-Leaved Chaste Tree: The anti-
bacterial and antifungal properties 
of Five-Leaved Chaste Tree help in 
treating skin infections and reduce 
redness, inflammation, and diaper 
rash.

* Lavender: Lavender helps fight 
bacteria and also has a pleasant 
aroma that relaxes baby. It also pro-
motes peaceful sleep.

* Calamine: Summer is here, and 

along with it, prickly heat and heat 
rashes. Calamine infused lotions 
work as a healing solution to treat 
heat rashes and itching due to dry 
skin.

* Indian Lotus: This natural ingre-
dient contains skin-conditioning 
agents, which keep baby’s skin soft 
and supple.

Your baby’s well-being depends 
on you. Apart from choosing safe 
products for your baby’s skin, it is 
important to provide the right kind 
of nutrition and exercise for overall 
wellness. Provide your little one with a 
balanced, nutritious diet and include 
outdoor play in their everyday rou-
tine. 

Source: IANS

N
agaland has too many clans, khels, villages 
and tribes which will consider even ran-
dom, non-premeditated act of injustice 
received by it’s members from a member 

of another community as an insult, challenge or as 
targeting the whole community befitting a public 
apology followed by promth delivery of justice lest 
‘unpleasant conditions’ develop.

In total contradiction, the same Naga commu-
nities never take any crime or injustice committed 

by it’s members be it intentional or unintentional 
against people from other communities as a collec-
tive responsibility deserving a general appeal for for-
giveness. This undesirable and questionable habit of 
getting too involved when injustice is done to one of 
ours yet becoming too detached when one of ours is 
involved in unjustified acts against people from other 
communities should stop!

Just as huge numbers of community members 
physical gathering demanding for justice when one 
of it’s members is harmed!

Can the same volumn of community members 
appear in humility and beg for mercy when a mem-

ber of their community wrongs another? 
Just as predictable condemnations and demand 

for justice flood our newspapers one after the other!
Can we also do the same asking for forgiveness 

when we find our foot inside the other shoe?
In Naga society, community pride is occupying 

more and more space each year with very little left for 
modesty! It is unhealthy for a society when communi-
ties harbour too much pride and publicly exhibit  it’s 
success too excessively, while totally refraining from 
acknowledging it’s failures and expressing it’s shame.

rutsapeter@gmail.com

Decertifying the Iran Deal is Dangerously Reckless

Nature’s Essentials for Your Baby

‘We Can Apologize Without Being 
Guilty and Be Guilty Yet Unapologetic’

Naga community pride sans humility!
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): It isn’t always easy to 
win the admiration you expect from your part-
ner, Aries. But in this area today seems to be 
better than most. You’re likely to be brimming 

with ideas for ways to enhance your most appealing qual-
ities. But don’t overdo it. Your efforts at physical or intel-
lectual seduction are most effective when they’re subtle.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): No one dislikes 
red tape and bureaucracy more than you. 
But take advantage of the atmosphere today. 
If you have any applications to submit or 

formalities to complete, you’ll find the process much 
easier than usual. Communication channels that are 
normally closed will open, and the administrative 
mechanisms will be well oiled instead of grinding. Get 
all administrative tasks done so you won’t have to think 
about them again!

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Some people 
tend to make mountains out of molehills. 
Currently, you’re likely to feel as though you’re 
surrounded by people who exaggerate prob-

lems. You, on the other hand, have a loftier perspective. 
You’re a visionary who can foresee future social trends. 
This gift would serve you well as a political speechwrit-
er, should you want to take on that sort of job.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You’re vision-
ary and progressive today, Cancer, despite 
what people may say about your tendency 
to be conservative. You could easily come up 

with an effective way to help people. For some reason, 
practical problems are easy for you to solve. Don’t pay 
any attention to the idle and ineffective chatter of intel-
lectuals.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Today you should 
abandon any intellectual pursuits and con-
centrate on practical problems related to 
organization and goal setting. You’re likely to 

find perfect solutions within an hour of starting. The 
heavens are helping you, Leo. Give them some credit 
for your ingenuity, and waste no time in implementing 
your plans!

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You’re a great 
creator of systems, Virgo. You can tinker 
with every sort of construction, from theo-
ries and computer programs to scientific 

experiments and strategic evaluations. Today the 
planets are guiding you. You’re a perfect computer, 
capable of synthesizing random events into pure 
reason. You’re sure to attract attention if you share 
your thoughts with others.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Who would have 
guessed that you have an ability to under-
stand subjects as irrational as human pas-
sions? You’re getting down and dirty with the 

sticky, trivial realities of day-to-day life that never inter-
ested you before. Your new nonstick coating would make 
you an excellent personnel director, hiring and firing at 
the drop of a hat. Has that thought ever occurred to you?

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Until now, you 
didn’t know you were capable of managing 
people with problems. But the so-called po-
etic universe you inhabit is actually much 

more realistic than it seems at first glance. People who 
believe that human reality is 100 percent logical will 
feel ridiculous when they see the elegant, humane so-
lutions you invent.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): At last, a day 
of relief from the tension! The flow of commu-
nication facilitates personal and professional 
projects. Now is the time to listen to your part-

ner or other family members about the material aspects 
of the future. For example, are you setting aside enough 
money for your children’s education? Are you taking 
proper care of your home? Are your investments allocat-
ed correctly? These are all issues worth considering today.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You’re well 
aware that your happiness in love doesn’t 
depend on emotional promises alone. In 
order to attract your attention, anyone new 

in your life has to make some material offering as well. 
That’s exactly what could happen today. You might 
receive a gift from someone who has been buzzing 
around you for some time. Smile, Capricorn. People 
are finally beginning to catch on.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): The mood is 
one of bustle and change, Aquarius. It’s a good 
day to clear out your wardrobe or other be-
longings. Out with the old, in with the new! 

You may consign the old stuff to the basement or give it 
to charity. The main thing is to make room for your new 
tastes and new relationships. A new person is being born 
in you. Clear the path for this being to come through!

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Today is a good day 
to organize professional or personal meetings. 
They will be productive. It’s an auspicious 
time for efficient, serious communication, 

realistic plans, and group harmony. All the ingredients 
for success and true advancement are available. Don’t 
be surprised if you’re the one in charge. You’re especially 
good at creating a warm, welcoming atmosphere.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

I
n mid-July this year, a group of 
farmers in Anandgaon village 
in Beed district of Maharashtra 
filed a police complaint against 

the Indian Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD). They accused the de-
partment, which forecasts weather, 
of misleading them. Around that 
time, Swabhimani Shetkari San-
gathan, a farmers’ body in Mahar-
ashtra, threatened to lock up IMD’s 
office in Pune. “If IMD cannot fore-
cast accurately, it is better we shut 
down this department instead of 
keeping such white elephants,” Yo-
gesh Pande, spokesperson of the 
farmers body, had said.

In early June, farmers across 
India heard from the IMD that the 
monsoon would ‘most likely’ be 
normal this year. That was followed 
by weekly weather and farming ad-
visories issued by the central gov-
ernment’s 130 regional agromete-
orological units spread across India. 
On June 12, an agrometeorological 
unit in Maharashtra’s drought-
prone Marathwada region asked 
farmers to start sowing their kharif, 
or monsoon, crop. They did. In fact, 
four times more than in the last year 
in anticipation of good rains. And it 
rained well until June 20.

The following week was mostly 
dry. The same happened in the 
week after that. Staring at a long 
dry spell, the agrometeorological 
unit asked the farmers to undertake 
protective irrigation – a technique 
in which water available from rivers 
or reservoirs is thinly spread in an 
equitable manner over a large area. 
But agriculture in Marathwada is 
mostly rain-fed and most reservoirs 
didn’t have enough water. When the 
dry season didn’t seem to improve, 
Maharashtra’s chief minister Dev-
endra Fadnavis, asked farmers on 
July 9 to delay sowing till July 20. But 
by then as much as 75% of the khar-
if crop had already been sown. This 
led to the farmers’ outburst.

Following the dry spell, which 
lasted from 20 to 45 days across 
Maharashtra, more dry days in the 
Marathwada region and reports 
of crop loss began to trickle in. In 
Latur, the crop yield of moong and 
urad was reduced by 40-60%. “We 
wouldn’t have suffered this loss if 
the forecasts had been accurate 
and communicated to us about 
10-20 days in advance,” said Pande 
over the phone. But is India’s me-
teorological department capable 

of delivering this? Maybe not. The 
weather models that the IMD and 
its agencies use have limited capac-
ity. They are being improved upon 
but at a snail’s pace. Then there is 
more that cripples the forecast.

Use of numerical models

The weather department issues five 
kinds of forecasts. Nowcast is for 
less than 24 hours. The short-range 
forecast is for up to three days. The 
medium-range is from three to 10 
days. The extended-range is for 10-
30 days. The long-range is on a sea-
sonal scale (e.g. monsoons). These 
forecasts are used for various en-
terprises, such as agriculture, trans-
port and water management.

The forecasts are generated with 
the help of weather models. Over 
the years, the meteorological de-
partment has moved from crude to 
a mix of crude and advanced mod-
els to predict the weather.

More than a century ago, when 
there were no computers, IMD’s 
forecasts depended only on snow 
cover. Lesser cover meant a better 
monsoon. Then in the early 20th 
century, the British physicist Gil-
bert Walker, who’d had no experi-
ence in meteorology, came to head 
the IMD. He designed a statistical 
weather model – an empirical way 
of predicting the weather – based 
on the relationship between two 
weather phenomena. For exam-
ple, historical data between the 
monsoons and El Niño or unusual 
warming of the Pacific shows that 
they have a negative relationship. 
A strong El Niño brings on a weak 
monsoon. In fact, this is how the 
IMD dispensed its long-range fore-
casts until recently.

However, a lack of specificity 
and confidence in an observational 
model pushed scientists to find 
more scientific ways to predict the 
weather, something they could use 
to quantify weather phenomena. In 
1994, the National Centre for Me-
dium Range Weather Forecasting 
(NCMRWF) began to employ nu-
merical weather prediction models 
for short- and medium-range fore-
casts. A numerical model, simply 
put, is a set of complex algorithms 
that solve certain atmospheric 
equations that will determine the 
weather’s ‘status’ in the future. For 
example, an algorithm might solve 
a thermodynamics problem to pre-
dict temperature values a couple 
weeks down the line. And in 2014, 
the IMD started to use numerical 

models to supplement statistical 
models for long-range forecasting 
as well.

Now, although the numerical 
models used by the IMD are state-
of-the-art – developed by the US 
National Centres for Environmen-
tal Prediction – their forecast capac-
ity is still weak. Longer the period 
of forecast, the more uncertainty 
there is.

“That is because the algorithms 
solve the equations for a small por-
tion of time at a time, and then re-
peat, say, every two minutes. Some 
error creeps in at each step,” S.K. 
Dash, professor emeritus at the 
Centre for Atmospheric Sciences 
(CAS) at IIT Delhi, told The Wire. 
“So, longer the time input, more 
is the error.” This is why seasonal 
forecasts are often off the mark and 
also why it’s hard to predict extreme 
weather events in advance.

“Seasonal forecast is still in 
the research mode, I don’t think 
anybody will swear by it that all is 
right,” said Jayaraman Srinivasan, 
a professor at the Centre for At-
mospheric and Oceanic Sciences, 
Indian Institute of Science (IISc), 
Bengaluru. The meteorological de-
partment officials have said that, 
over time, they have been able to 
achieve 60% certainty in forecasts 
for up to five days. The confidence 
drops after that.

Need for block-wise data

The officials also say that at the end 
of the season, the monsoon is still 
likely to be normal, with just 5% de-
viation from prediction. However, 
that is because some parts of India 
– like western Rajasthan, Saurash-
tra and Kutch – received more than 
normal rainfall (the average annual 
rainfall between 1951 and 2000). 
“But that information isn’t really of 
much use because a lot of central 
India and parts of Maharashtra and 
southern India had very long dry 
periods,” said an IMD official on 
condition of anonymity. “What the 
department needs to do is to divide 
India into different zones and issue 
long-range forecasts for each zone.”

While Pande and other farmers 
demand accuracy in long-range 
forecasts that could help them fig-
ure out whether or not to sow in 
the season, what they need more is 
forecasts at the block level. A block 
is an administrative unit within a 
district. “Knowing how much and 
when it will rain in Maharashtra 
or even in Marathwada [a cluster 

of eight districts in Maharashtra] 
doesn’t help us because rainfall 
varies so much even within the dis-
trict,” Pande said.

At the moment, the IMD pro-
vides district-wise weather data but 
this is also inchoate. For example, 
when it says there will be scattered 
rainfall over a particular district, 
it means that 26-50% that district 
(by area) will receive rainfall. “That 
helps only to a certain extent,” said 
Mohan Gojamgunde, an agricul-
ture officer in Latur. What it doesn’t 
tell us is the shape of that ‘26-50%’ 
region, he added. According to 
Ashis K. Mitra, a scientist with the 
National Centre for Medium Range 
Weather Forecasting (NCMRWF), 
Noida, this is difficult to predict. 
“The error in forecast increases as 
you decrease the area. Weather is a 
complex phenomenon and rainfall 
is an especially-so variable that is 
hard to get right,” said Srinivasan. 
“You should accept this with humil-
ity.”

But why aren’t we able to pro-
vide block-wise forecasts? There are 
many reasons.

Dynamical models won’t run 
until you feed data about current 
weather conditions – a.k.a. the ini-
tial values – to predict the values 
of the future. As Dash says, “If you 
need block-level forecasts, you 
need to put in block-level initial val-
ues.” The IMD collects weather data 
like temperature, humidity, wind 
and precipitation through 679 au-
tomatic weather stations, 550 sur-
face observatories, 43 radiosonde 
or weather balloons, 24 radars and 
three satellites (which constantly 
share weather data with other glo-
bal satellites). Sadly, these numbers 
are just not enough given the size of 
India. “If my observations are 100 
meters out and I don’t know what 
is happening in between, I approxi-
mate those values in the model. 
Those approximations might not 
be very accurate,” said Dash. “That 
affects the quality of the forecast.”

Then, there are major data gaps, 
like those involving dust, aerosols, 
soil moisture and maritime condi-
tions. Scientists say that India needs 
at least 20 more radars to collect 
precipitation data at the wider and 
vertical levels in the atmosphere.

Moreover, the lack of data is 
just one challenge. What paralyses 
models is its poor quality. A retired 
scientist from the Pune meteoro-
logical department, who wished to 
remain unnamed, said that some 

of the automatic weather stations 
are of substandard quality and that 
the government purchased them 
at lower prices to cut costs. “Sub-
standard equipment will give you 
substandard data,” he said. He add-
ed that the upkeep of instruments 
was/is a major problem. “They 
need to be calibrated and cleaned 
regularly, which doesn’t happen of-
ten. That affects data.”

Mitra claims that the govern-
ment has begun to replace the 
substandard instruments. “We are 
very conscious about improving 
our data and model’s capacity. We 
plan to give block-level forecasts in 
a year or two.”

Lack of software professionals

Some scientists say that one area 
where little progress has been made 
is the fine-tuning of weather mod-
els to suit Indian conditions. “The 
models that we have brought from 
the west have been developed by 
western scientists to forecast in 
their region,” Dash said. Models are 
fine-tuned by incorporating more 
Indian, or at least tropical, infor-
mation of physical processes like 
how convection evolves over the 
subcontinent. However, providing 
that information is difficult because 
weather systems in the tropics aren’t 
understood very well. One reason 
for this is that weather systems 
destabilise faster in the tropics than 
they do in the extra-tropics, where 
they persist for longer durations.

This is also why processes like 
cloud-formation are neither well-
understood nor well-represented. 
Similarly, we know little about why 
the monsoons vary as much as they 
do on the terms of their relationship 
with other weather phenomena. 
“But [the fine-tuning to fix this] is 
not something that you can do in 
one or two years,” said Srinivasan. 
By some estimates, it takes a dec-
ade of work to improve the forecast 
by one day. Put another way, today’s 
five-day forecast is as accurate as 
the four-day forecast was ten years 
ago.

Stirring this messy pot further 
is, of course, global warming. Al-
though some scientists suspect that 
rising temperatures are responsible 
for recent changes in the monsoon’s 
behaviour, like increased intensity 
of rainfall in short durations, scien-
tific consensus is awaited.

India realised the importance of 
meteorology much after the West 
did. After attaining independence, 

when the government had been 
grappling with a host of socio-polit-
ical issues, meteorology was some-
where at the bottom of its to-do list.

When western weather scien-
tists had started to move towards 
analytical methods of forecasting, 
their Indian counterparts were still 
stick to empirical methods. As a 
young scientist, Dash had access 
to a weather model from the Eu-
ropean Centre for Medium-Range 
Weather Forecasts (UK) a copy of 
which he brought to India in 1984. 
However, he couldn’t find a compu-
ter in India that could run it. “It was 
frustrating,” he recalls. India’s first 
supercomputer itself would come 
online only five years later.

Ironically, now that India has 
more computing power and better 
models to work with, there is a lack 
of competent software profession-
als and scientists working with the 
IMD. Only a small fraction of the 
modellers and atmospheric scien-
tists that graduate from institutes 
like the IISc are recruited by the 
IMD and its associated agencies.

When India launched a pro-
gramme to improve the prediction 
of monsoon rainfall in 2012, the NC-
MRWF asked the Ministry for Earth 
Sciences for 20 more scientists. That 
hasn’t happened yet. Kanduri Jayar-
am Ramesh, the director general of 
the IMD, however, isn’t happy that 
he isn’t getting Indian scientists to 
work with either. “They either go 
abroad or don’t join us.”

There aren’t many dedicated 
groups of Indian scientists con-
ducting long-term experiments ex-
amining the complexities of Indian 
weather systems and incorporating 
that data into models. But that’s 
changing gradually. Just a couple 
of months ago, CAS received a go-
ahead from the Ministry of Science 
and Technology to launch a Centre 
of Excellence in Climate Modelling. 
Once it’s operation, it will support a 
group of ten scientists studying how 
we can improve models and reduce 
errors.

As heartening as this is, the 
pace of it all hasn’t pleased farmers. 
Pande says that the members of his 
community have tired of being told 
that the meteorological department 
can’t provide accurate forecasts be-
cause science hasn’t progressed fast 
enough. “You can save yourself by 
saying that. But what do we do?”

(Ankur Paliwal is a journalist. 
He mostly writes about science, 

health and the environment.)

Why India Struggles to Predict the Weather Over its Lands
India has a lot to lose if it doesn’t make better sense of its weather, especially 

for its farmers and for better disaster management.
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BJP President Amit Shah during an election  campaign ahead of the Karnataka assembly elections in 
Tumakuru on Wednesday.

PTI

Senior BJP leader L K Advani with Union ministers Vijay Goel, Arjun Ram Meghwal and other dignitaries 
pose for photographers after paying tributes to Rabindranath Tagore on the Nobel Laureate’s 157th 
birth anniversary, at the Parliament House in New Delhi on Wednesday.
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Modi says Rahul’s PM remark is dynastic ‘arrogance’ 

ED attaches INR 14.48 crore 
property of Yadav Singh 

Kasuali killing: SC seeks names of erring officials

‘Courts can refer to Parliamentary Committee reports’

Veteran guard

Two held in Bengaluru 
voter ID card case

Chikmagaluru (Karna-
taka), May 9 (IANS): In the 
final lap of his campaign 
blitz in Karnataka, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
on Wednesday launched 
a sharp attack against 
Congress President Rahul 
Gandhi, saying a “dynast” 
aspiring to be the Prime 
Minister was sheer “ar-
rogance”.

Addressing back-to-
back rallies at different 
places in the southern 
state, which votes on 
Saturday to elect a new 
government, Modi said 
Congress leaders were ar-
ranging big meetings and 
conspiring to remove him.

Taking a swipe at Gan-
dhi, Modi said he was day-
dreaming of becoming the 
Prime Minister in 2019. 

“There is a leader of 
Congress who thinks only 
about one thing through-
out the day - how to be the 
Prime Minister. Such is the 
arrogance of the ‘naamd-
haar’. This naamdhaar (dy-
nast) doesn’t care about 
others who are standing in 
the queue.

“He came like a bully, 
marched his way ahead 
when there were others 
waiting with so many 
years of experience. How 
can someone just declare 
himself the Prime Minis-
ter? This is simply nothing 
but sheer arrogance.”

He said Gandhi with an 
“inflated ego despite los-
ing 25-30 elections in the 
last four years” didn’t even 
bother about the leaders 
who have been waiting for 
40 years and about other 
allies in the UPA.

“The Congress has lost 

New Delhi, May 9 (IANS): The En-
forcement Directorate (ED) has at-
tached property worth Rs 14.48 crore 
of former government engineer Yadav 
Singh as part of its probe in a corrup-
tion case against him, an official said 
on Wednesday.

“We attached assets worth Rs 
14.48 crore of Yadav Singh in a dispro-
portionate assets case worth Rs 23.15 
crore. The attachment made under 
Prevention of Money Laundering 
Act. Total attachments worth Rs 20.38 
crore have been made in this case till 
date,” the ED official said.

The attached properties belong 
to Singh, his wife Kusum Lata and 
their two companies - Kusum Lata 
Garments Pvt Ltd and K.S. Ultratech 
Pvt Ltd. 

The ED seized Singh’s three prop-
erties in Gautam Budh Nagar worth Rs 
1.28 crore, cash in banks amounting 
to Rs 29.46 lakh and movable assets in 
Noida Sector 51 worth Rs 44.97 lakh. 
The agency also confiscated 18 prop-
erties of Singh’s wife situated in Agra, 
Mathura, Gautam Budh Nagar and 
Delhi amounting Rs 7.32 crore. 

The ED also seized properties 
worth Rs 4.65 crore and Rs 46.75 lakh 
belonging to Kusum Lata Garments 
and K.S. Ultratech respectively. 

Singh was engineer-in-chief of 
the Noida Authority, Greater Noida 
Authority and Yamuna Expressway 
Industrial Development Authority in 
Uttar Pradesh.

Raids conducted by the Income 
Tax Department in November 2014 
revealed that Singh owned huge prop-
erty disproportionate to his known 
sources of income.

He was suspended by the Uttar 
Pradesh government in February 2015 
and one-member judicial commis-
sion to probe into the multi-crore case 
set up by the state government. He 
was arrested in February 2016.

The Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) has registered three FIRs 
against Singh, with the most recent 
one filed on January 17, for alleg-
edly misusing his official position for 
awarding contracts in violation of 
norms. 

The two previous cases were 
lodged against Singh and others in July 
2015 after the Allahabad High Court 
directed the CBI to probe the case 
stating that the allegations were most 
serious and the probe was complex. 

The ED is probing money laun-
dering charges against Singh who has 
been chargesheeted in two cases. The 
CBI had filed charge sheet against 
Singh and others for disproportionate 
assets worth Rs 23.15 crores.

Singh is presently lodged in judi-
cial custody at Dasna jail in Ghazia-
bad.

Singh’s son Sunny and daughters 
Garima and Karuna are also accused 
in the CBI FIR. Singh’s family is alleged 
of utilising his illegal money to form a 
company.

New Delhi, May 9 (IANS): The Supreme 
Court on Wednesday asked the Himachal 
Pradesh government to provide it the names 
and designations of officers who were posted 
in Kasauli when unauthorized constructions 
were carried out.

A bench of Justice Madan B. Lokur and 
Justice Deepak Gupta also sought a report 
from the state on specific steps taken to en-
sure that no uauthorized construction was 
being carried out in other parts of the state.

During the hearing, the bench asked 
Advocate General of Himachal Pradesh what 
action will the state take against officials who 
were posted when the unauthorized con-
struction took place.

It said: “Unless you take action and re-
move four-five people from service, nothing 
will fall in line.”

It also asked the Himachal Pradesh gov-
ernment about the steps it will take to remove 
the debris of unauthorized construction.

Giving two months to file its report, the 

bench posted the matter for August.
Earlier, the Supreme Court said the mur-

der of a woman officer when she was super-
vising an anti-encroachment drive in Kasauli 
was because of the non-implementation of 
the state law prohibiting illegal construction.

The apex court took suo motu cogni-
zance of the killing and described the inci-
dent as “extremely serious”.

Shaila Bala Sharma, who had gone to 
Kasauli to supervise the demolition of un-
authorized constructions at 13 hotels and 
resorts as ordered by the top court, was 
shot dead on May 1 by Vijay Singh, owner of 
Narayani Guest House in Dharampur area. 

The court order for demolition came 
on pleas filed by some owners challenging 
a National Green Tribunal order of May 30, 
2017 which directed the demolition of illegal 
portions of the hotels.

The hotels included Hotel Pine View, 
Narayani Guest House, Bird’s View Resort, 
Hotel Neelgiri and Hotel Divshikha.

New Delhi, May 9 (IANS): The Supreme Court 
on Wednesday said that the courts can look 
into Parliamentary Committee reports and 
take them on record while deciding an issue. 
However, the report cannot be challenged.

Chief Justice Dipak Misra pronouncing 
the judgment on the five-judge Constitution 
Bench, said that the report was in public 
domain and hence relying on it would not be 
violative of parliamentary privileges.

In a separate but concurring judgment, 
Justice D.Y. Chandrachud said, “there is no 
reason or justification” that the report of the 
Parliamentary Committee is not within the 

preview of the courts.
He said that the report could not be called 

into question in the court of law.
The judgment by the five-judge bench, 

comprising Chief Justice Misra, Justice A.K. 
Sikri, Justice A.M. Khanwilkar, Justice D.Y. 
Chandrachud and Justice Ashok Bhushan, 
came up on a question whether such reports 
could be relied upon while deciding an issue. 
The issue here is rooted in a public interest 
plea by one Kalpana Mehta questioning the 
efficacy of a vaccine produced by two drug 
companies for the treatment of cervical 
cancer.

 Bengaluru, May 9 (IANS): 
Two persons were ar-
rested on Wednesday for 
allegedly keeping about 
10,000 voter cards and 
over a lakh counterfoils 
at a flat in Bengaluru’s 
Rajarajeshwari Nagar as-
sembly segment, a senior 
police officer said.

“Two persons have 
been arrested, one for 
committing the electoral 
offence of keeping several 
voter cards in one place 
and another for breaking 
into the apartment where 
the voter cards and coun-
terfoils were kept, without 
informing the Election 
Commission authorities,” 
Additional Commission-
er of Police Bijay Kumar 
Singh told IANS here.

State Chief Electoral 
Officer (CEO) Sanjiv Ku-
mar told reporters here on 
Wednesday that a total of 
9,896 voter cards and over 
a lakh counterfoils resem-
bling acknowledgement 
slips were seized so far 
from a flat in the Assembly 
constituency, ahead of the 
May 12 assembly election.

Police and Election 
Commission officials, 
however, did not disclose 
the details of the people 
arrested.

“Preliminary investiga-
tion shows that the voter 
cards are genuine, but the 
counterfoils are yet to be 
verified,” Kumar said.

An FIR was registered 
on the incident, he added.

Along with the voter 

cards and counterfoils, the 
poll panel officials have 
also seized survey formats 
with names of the voters, 
mobile numbers, caste, 
Aadhaar number, below 
poverty line (BPL) card 
details, and photographs 
of houses.

The constituency has a 
total of 4,71,459 voters, with 
an elector to population ra-
tio of 75.43 per cent, which 
is higher than the average 
across the total 28 constitu-
encies in Bengaluru.

A Deputy Election 
Commissioner is to soon 
visit the state to take the 
stock of the situation.

The ruling Congress 
blamed the opposition 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) after the incident, 
calling it a conspiracy by 
the party leaders in an 
apartment that allegedly 
belonged to a former BJP 
corporator Manjula Nan-
jamari.

“In a flat owned by a 
former BJP corporator, 
and in a flat rented out to 
a BJP corporator candi-
date, how did 10,000 voter 
IDs come into being? Fac-
ing imminent defeat, this 
is a conspiracy hatched 
by the BJP leaders,” Con-
gress spokesman Randeep 
Singh Surjewala told re-
porters here. 

The BJP urged the EC to 
countermand the election 
in the constituency, calling 
the incident an attempt by 
the ruling Congress to al-
legedly rig the election.

NEWS IN BRIEF
Tremors felt across north India 
after Afghan quake
New Delhi, May 9 (IANS): A large part of north 
India felt tremors on Wednesday as an earthquake, 
measuring 6.1 on the Richter scale, occurred near 
the Afghanistan-Tajikistan border, a Met official said, 
adding no casualty or damage was reported. The 
tremors, from the quake classified as “moderate”, 
were also in Jammu and Kashmir, Punjab, Himachal 
Pradesh, Haryana and the Delhi-NCR region, the 
meteorological department official said. No loss of life 
or property was reported as of now, the official added. 
“The epicentre of the tremor was in the Afghanistan-
Tajakistan region. Its latitude was 36.9 degrees north 
while its longitude was 71.3 degrees east. Its depth 
was 96 km,” he said. “Tremors of the earthquake were 
felt for some seconds at 4.11 p.m.,” the official at the 
Meteorological Office in Shimla told IANS.

Nine killed in UP thunderstorm
Lucknow May 9 (PTI): At least nine people were 
killed and four others injured as a thunderstorm 
lashed parts of western Uttar Pradesh this evening. 
Four deaths were reported from Etawah, three from 
Mathura and one from Agra in incidents related to 
the thunderstorm, Principal Secretary Information 
Avanish Awasthi said. Another death was reported 
from Hathras where a 15-year-old boy was struck by 
lightning. Today’s storm comes days after dust storms 
and thunderstorms lashed several areas in Rajasthan 
and Uttar Pradesh. At least 80 people died then in 
Uttar Pradesh alone. The earlier storm hit Agra, 
Aligarh, Mathura and Firozabad districts in UP. Agra 
was the worst hit.

Rahul Gandhi to address OBC 
rally in June
Chandigarh, May 9 (PTI): Congress President Rahul 
Gandhi will address a rally in New Delhi in June to 
discuss the issues of backward classes, Chairman of 
the AICC’s OBC Department, Tamradhwaj Sahu, today 
said.  Sahu said the rally will be the culmination of a 
series of meetings he will hold with the representatives 
of backward classes from all the states during the next 
one month. “Congress President Rahul Gandhi has 
set the ball rolling to revive and strengthen the OBC 
Department of the party,” Sahu stated in a press release. 
After completing the spade work, a national-level rally 
would be held in New Delhi in mid-June which would 
be addressed by Rahul Gandhi, Sahu said. “In this rally, 
all the issues faced by the backward classes in different 
areas of the country will be discussed thoroughly to 
chalk out future course of action,” he said.Addressing 
the office-bearers and workers of the OBC cell of 
Haryana Congress today, Sahu asked them to work 
diligently to strengthen the cell.

Lalu gets parole to attend son’s 
marriage
Ranchi, May 9 (IANS): Jailed RJD chief Lalu Prasad 
on Wednesday secured five days parole to attend 
his elder son’s marriage in Patna on May 12. The 
parole was granted following consultations between 
the jail administration and the Home Department. 
Lalu Prasad had sought five days parole to attend Tej 
Pratap’s wedding.  The former Bihar Chief Minister 
is being treated at the Rajendra Institute of Medical 
Sciences (RIMS) here after he was brought here from 
the AIIMS in New Delhi on May 1.  He is likely to leave 
for Patna by air on Wednesday evening.  The RJD 
leader has been convicted in four fodder scam cases 
since 2013 -- the latest being the Dumka treasury case 
in which a CBI court sentenced him to 14 years in jail.

Pawar ‘stuck’ in Maha auditorium
Satara (Maharashtra), May 9 (IANS): Nationalist 
Congress Party (NCP) President Sharad Pawar was 
“locked up” inside an auditorium here on Wednesday 
after a door lock suddenly got jammed, giving 
anxious moments to his party workers. The incident 
happened after Pawar addressed a packed media 
conference and proceeded to leave the venue, said 
NCP state spokesperson Nawab Malik. The door, 
however, refused to budge. The handle on it appeared 
to have jammed the lock, preventing it from opening 
either from inside or outside, he said. Several NCP 
legislators, activists, journalists and auditorium 
staffers attempted to free it but without much success. 
The had to break the lock. The 77-year-old appeared 
amused by the development. After some 10 minutes, 
he was able to walk out of the venue.

Maoists torch 10 vehicles in 
Jharkhand
Ranchi, May  9 (IANS): Maoist guerrillas on Wednesday 
set on fire 10 vehicles employed in road construction 
work in Jharkhand’s Giridih district. According to 
the police, around 30 Maoists raided a private road 
construction company at Pirtand. They asked the 
workers to move away to one side as they poured 
kerosene on the vehicles and set them ablaze. The 
Maoists left the spot after the arson.  The private firm 
is involved in constructing a 30-km road between 
Chirki and Palma in the same district. Informed 
sources in the police said denial of levy could be the 
reason behind the arson.  Maoists active in 18 of the 24 
districts in the state regularly torch vehicles involved 
in road construction work when denied levy.

SC slams ASI for not protecting 
Taj Mahal
New Delhi, May 9 (IANS): The Supreme Court on 
Wednesday slammed the Archaeological Survey of 
India (ASI) for not being able to protect the iconic 
Taj Mahal, and asked about the steps being taken to 
prevent the Mughal structure from being destroyed by 
insects and algae. A bench of Justice Madan B. Lokur 
and Justice Deepak Gupta was concerned after the ASI 
told it that the Taj Mahal was getting infected by insects 
which breed in the stagnant water of the Yamuna 
river that flows by the monument. The ASI, which is 
in-charge of maintaining and repairing monuments, 
also told the bench that algae are a “big problem” and 
all those monuments which are on the river bank faces 
similar issues. The bench asked how could the algae 
reach the higher reaches of the Taj Mahal. The ASI 
replied: “It flew there.” “Can algae fly,” asked the court. 
The Taj floor was also getting discoloured. The bench 
pulled up the ASI saying the situation would not have 
been so if it had taken steps to prevent it. 

in almost all the states in 
the last four years. But the 
ego of the ‘naamdhaar’ is 
still bloated. He says he 
will become the Prime 
Minister in 2019. Isn’t this 
his ego?” 

During an interaction 
with prominent citizens 
in Bengaluru on Tuesday, 
the Congress President 
had replied in the affirma-
tive when he was asked if 
he was ready to be India’s 
Prime Minister if the Con-
gress emerges as the larg-
est party in the 2019 Lok 
Sabha elections.

The Congress hit back 
at Modi asking him if he 
thought he was the only 
one who had the right to 
be Prime Minister.

“Is Narendra Modi the 
only one with the right 
to be the Prime Minis-
ter?” Congress spokesman 
Anand Sharma asked.

Modi also accused the 
Congress, which has been 
in power in Karnataka for 
the last five years, of not 
doing justice with the aspi-
rations of the people of the 
state and instead bring-
ing six evils -- “Congress 
culture, communalism, 
casteism, crime, corrup-
tion and contract system” 
-- to the country.

He said Congress lead-
ers were out on bail in a Rs 
5,000 crore scam and had 
“absolutely no respect for 
many of our prominent in-
stitutions like the Election 
Commission, CBI, Army, 
Enforcement Director or 
Vice President’s office.

“The Congress has 
been on a spree to disre-
spect and belittle these 
great institutions,” Modi 
said, adding that they were 
were now questioning the 
judiciary and even calling 

for impeachment of the 
Chief Justice of India.

The Prime Minister 
also attacked his pred-
ecessor Manmohan Singh, 
who on Monday criticized 
the BJP government for its 
“disastrous policies” and 
“economic mismanage-
ment”, leaving the coun-
try with crises that were 
avoidable.

“When Manmohan 
Singh had his government 
in the Centre, the remote 
control was at 10, Jan-
path (official residence of 
former Congress President 
Sonia Gandhi),” he said.

Under his rule, Modi 
said, it were the people 
who held the remote con-
trol. 

The Prime Minister 
said he would continue 
to follow the orders of the 
“high command” -- the 
countrymen, the citizens.

Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan. (File photo)
PTI

Kerala announces a home, INR 
5 lakh for surrendering Maoists
Thiruvananthapuram, May 9 (IANS): 
The Kerala government on Wednesday 
announced a package deal, including 
a house and lump sum payment of up 
to Rs 5 lakh, for all those Maoists, who 
are willing to surrender and reintegrate 
themselves into the mainstream.

This decision was taken at the weekly 
cabinet meeting presided over by Chief 
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan, a statement 
issued by the Chief Minister’s office, adding 
the main reason for coming out with this 
package is to help all those who fell into the 
trap of the Maoists and joined them.

“But the rehabilitation package will 
have all the necessary safeguards to 
ensure that there will be strict monitoring 
as no one will be allowed to get away 
after getting all the benefits. Through this 
package we wish to see that such people 
are gainfully employed,” it said.

The package has been formulated, 
based on the status of the surrendering 
Maoists, who have been divided into 
three categories of A, B and C.

Category A are those who hold high 
ranks in the hierarchy and will be given Rs 
5 lakh each, while those in the other two 
categories would be given Rs 3 lakh - in 
instalments.

Apart from the instalment payments, 

special allocation of Rs 25,000 would 
be paid to those who get married, Rs 
15,000 for those who wish to study and Rs 
10,000 for three months would be given 
to all those who attend for vocational 
training to equip themselves to make 
them employable.

The package also includes a payment 
of maximum of Rs 25,000 for surrendering 
their AK 47 guns and lower amounts for 
other guns, rifles and pistols.

Even though there have been reports 
of presence of Maoists in the forest areas 
in certain districts like Wayanad, Idukki 
and Malappuram, police have not been 
able to make much inroads into their 
territories to break their strength and 
hence a rehabilitation package has been 
announced in the hope that the ultras will 
make use of this amnesty.



Washington, May 9 (PTI): 
With President Donald 
Trump junking the land-
mark nuclear deal with 
Iran, the US will now 
reimpose the stringent 
sanctions it placed on 
Tehran before the 2015 
agreement and is consid-
ering new penalties, the 
US media reported today.

Trump yesterday ar-
gued that the deal struck 
by the previous Obama 
administration and world 
powers was “defective 
at its core” and that he 
would pull out and reim-
pose sanctions on Iran, 
the world’s fifth-biggest 
oil producer.

The US will now rein-
state all the sanctions it 
had waived as part of the 
nuclear accord, and it will 
impose additional eco-
nomic penalties that are 
now being drawn up by 
the Treasury Department, 
The New York Times re-
ported. 

The 2015 agreement 
curbed Iran’s nuclear ac-
tivities in return for the 
lifting of UN, US and EU 
sanctions.

US Treasury Secretary 

Steven Mnuchin declined 
yesterday to specify what 
additional sanctions the 
Trump administration 
might impose on Iran, but 
he expressed confidence 
that they would still be 
powerful even if other 
American allies did not 
follow suit.

“We do not want to let 
Iran use the US financial 
markets and financial sys-
tem and transact in dol-
lars until they agree that 
not only will they not have 
a nuclear weapon now, 
but we’ve put in provi-
sions that they will never 
have one,” Mnuchin said.

He said the sanctions 
would target industries 
mentioned in the deal, 
including Iran’s oil sec-
tor, aircraft manufactur-
ers exporting to Iran and 
Iranian government at-
tempts to buy US dollar 
banknotes.

Under the financial 
sanctions,  European 
companies will have 90 
to 180 days to wind down 
their operations in Iran, 
or they will run afoul of 
the American banking 
system. The sanctions on 

oil will require European 
and Asian countries to 
reduce their imports from 
Iran, the paper said.

Mnuchin also insisted 
that the restrictions would 
not drive up oil prices 
because other suppliers 
would pick up the slack. 
“My expectation is not 
that oil prices go higher,” 
he said. “To a certain ex-
tent, some of this was al-
ready in the market on oil 
prices,” he added.

Iran ramped up its oil 
production by one mil-
lion barrels per day after 
sanctions were lifted in 
early 2016.

At least some of that 
oil will now be pulled 
from the market at a time 
when oil prices are al-
ready rising because of 
production cuts by the 
Organization of the Pe-
troleum Exporting Coun-
tries (OPEC) and Russia 
as well as instability in 
Venezuela, CNN Money 
reported.

Iran produced about 
3.8 million barrels of oil 
per day in April, according 
to the latest S&P Global 
Platts OPEC survey.

The Washington Post 
said that Trump gave little 
indication of what hap-
pens now.

“He proposed no new 
strategy. He offered no 
ideas for how to achieve 
what he called “a real, 
comprehensive and last-
ing solution to the Iranian 
nuclear threat,” it noted.

To many of president 
Trump’s critics, includ-
ing some in both parties 
and the European leaders 
who spent the past several 
months trying to address 
his concerns, there is no 
Plan B, it said.

Trump’s interpretation 
of US strategic interests 
has also led to withdrawal 
from major international 
climate and trade accords, 
the paper said, noting 
that many have expressed 
concern about the lack of 
a visible plan.

In the past, Trump 
has sometimes said that 
the Europeans cared only 
about making money in 
Iran. In their many con-
versations with Trump 
about Iran this year, the 
Europeans asked him 
to avoid damaging their 
own investments there, 
even if he decided that 
the United States was 
out of the deal, the Post 
reported.

Major European and 
US companies are likely to 
be hit. Some exemptions 
are due to be negotiated 
but it is not yet clear what, 
the BBC reported.

US National Security 
Adviser John Bolton is re-
ported as saying that Eu-
ropean companies doing 
business in Iran will have 
to stop doing so within six 
months or face US sanc-
tions. 

The Trump adminis-
tration made it clear that 
there would be no excep-
tions to its reinstatement 
of sanctions that had been 
lifted as part of the 2015 
nuclear agreement signed 
between Iran and and the 
five permanent members 
of the UN Security Coun-
cil - the US, UK, France, 
China and Russia - plus 
Germany.

Washington/London, May 
9 (PTI): US President Don-
ald Trump’s decision to 
dump the landmark Iran 
nuclear deal has shocked 
the world, with America’s 
closest allies like France, 
Germany and the UK ex-
pressing concern over it 
while Iran’s foes Israel and 
Saudi Arabia welcoming 
the move.

Trump yesterday an-
nounced that he would 
be pulling the US out of 
the 2015 Iran nuclear deal, 
calling the agreement “de-
fective at its core.” 

The deal, also known as 
the Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action (JCPOA), 
was negotiated and agreed 
to by Iran and the P5+1 
(the US, UK, France, Chi-
na, Russia and Germany).

The 2015 agreement 
curbed Iran’s nuclear ac-
tivities in return for the 
lifting of UN, US and EU 
sanctions.

European leaders said 
they would stay commit-
ted to the accord even af-
ter Trump defied allies 
and other world leaders 
in breaking the commit-
ment.

British Prime Min-
ister Theresa May, Ger-
man Chancellor Angela 
Merkel, French President 
Emmanuel Macron and 
United Nations Secretary 
General Antonio Guterres 
have all warned Trump not 
to scrap the deal. However, 
they have also conceded 
that the pact negotiated by 
former president Barack 
Obama is far from perfect 
and needs some “fixes.” 

In a joint statement 
after Trump’s announce-
ment, May, Merkel and 
Macron emphasised their 
“concern” about Trump’s 
decision and said they 
would continue to adhere 
to the Iranian deal because 
it has made the world “a 
safer place.” 

The statement called 
on the US to ensure that 
the structure of the deal 
stay intact and “avoid tak-
ing action which obstructs 
its full implementation 
by all other parties to the 
deal.”  “After engaging with 
the US Administration in 
a thorough manner over 
the past months, we call 
on the US to do everything 
possible to preserve the 

gains for nuclear non-pro-
liferation brought about by 
the JCPoA [Iran deal], by 
allowing for a continued 
enforcement of its main 
elements,” the statement 
read.

The leaders also urged 
Iran to “show restraint in 
response to the decision 
by the US.” 

Iran’s President Hassan 
Rouhani said: “The US has 
announced that it doesn’t 
respect its commitments.” 

He said he believed 
the agreement could still 
survive if other nego-
tiating partners defied 
Trump.

But Rouhani warned 
that he has instructed 
the country’s atomic en-
ergy agency to prepare 
to restart enrichment of 
uranium at an industrial 
level in a few weeks’ time 
should the deal collapse 
completely.

Iranian lawmakers set 
a paper US flag on fire at 
parliament on Wednes-
day morning, shouting, 
“Death to America! . Iran’s 
parliament speaker said 
that “Trump only under-
stands the language of 

force”.
Russia said it  was 

deeply disappointed by 
Trump’s decision to aban-
don the deal.

Washington’s actions 
were “flagrantly trampling 
on the norms of interna-
tional law”, Russia’s foreign 
ministry said.

UN Secretary General 
Antonio Guterres said he 
was “deeply concerned” 
over Trump’s decision, 
calling on all other nations 
to support the agreement 
and preserve the deal.

The top European Un-
ion diplomat, Federica 
Mogherini, called on the 
international community 
to stick to the Iran nuclear 
deal 

The EU is “determined 
to preserve” the Iran nu-
clear deal despite the US 
withdrawal, Mogherini 
has said, pledging to “stay 
true” if Tehran stuck to its 
commitments.  The 2015 
accord “is delivering on 
its goal which is guaran-
teeing that Iran doesn’t 
develop nuclear weapons, 
the European Union is 
determined to preserve it,” 
Mogherini said.

Kuala Lumpur, May 9 (PTI/
AFP): Malaysians went to 
the polls today in one of the 
country’s closest ever elec-
tions which pits scandal-
hit Prime Minister Najib 
Razak against his one-time 
mentor, 92-year-old former 
authoritarian leader Ma-
hathir Mohamad.

Najib, 64, is seeking to 
retain power at the head 
of a regime that has ruled 
Malaysia since independ-
ence in 1957, but veteran 
ex-leader Mahathir’s shock 
comeback has upended 
the election race.

Angered by a massive 
financial scandal that has 
tarnished Malaysia’s inter-
national image, Mahathir 
has teamed up with an 
alliance of parties that op-
posed him when he was in 
power, and which includes 
jailed opposition icon An-
war Ibrahim -- his former 
nemesis.

Najib’s ruling Barisan 
Nasional (BN) coalition is 
seen as likely to win due 
to an electoral system that 
critics say is heavily stacked 
in their favour, but analysts 
predict the government 
will lose the popular vote 

for the second consecutive 
election.

Under the Malaysian 
system, a simple of major-
ity of MPs in parliament is 
required for victory, rather 
than the popular vote.

The race is expected 
to be tight however. The 
opposition alliance has 
gained ground in recent 
weeks as Mahathir, who 
ruled with an iron fist for 
22 years, has chipped away 
at the government’s key 
support base, the Muslim 
Malay majority.

Long queues were 
forming at voting centres 
across the country, which 
opened at 8:00 am. They 
were due to close at 5:00 
pm with results expected 
later today or tomorrow.

L i m  Ko k  To n g ,  a 
43-year-old voter in the 
capital Kuala Lumpur, said 
he was “hoping for change”.

“When governments 
realise that they can be 
replaced, they will be at-
tentive to their citizens,” 
said the voter from the 
country’s sizeable ethnic 
Chinese minority, who 
typically support the op-
position.

In the northern city of 
Alor Setar, former civil serv-
ant Jaafar Hassan, 69, said 
he had voted for the ruling 
coalition.

“I know Mahathir. He 
is a good man but he has 
become arrogant -- this 

is his biggest mistake,” he 
told AFP.

Najib is under pres-
sure to score an emphatic 
win after the government 
lost the popular vote for 
the first time at the last 
elections in 2013, and ob-

servers say his position as 
prime minister could be 
under threat if he does not 
do well.

Voters in the multi-eth-
nic country have become 
increasingly disillusioned 
by divisive racial politics, 

the rising cost of living and 
graft scandals.

The 1MDB controversy 
has only added to Najib’s 
woes. Billions of dollars 
were allegedly stolen from 
the fund, which was set up 
and overseen by Najib, in 
a sophisticated scheme of 
fraud and money-launder-
ing. The leader and 1MDB 
deny any wrongdoing.

A survey from inde-
pendent pollster the Mer-
deka Center released Tues-
day suggested BN would 
retain power but lose the 
popular vote again.

The poll conducted 
in peninsular Malaysia, 
which has the most parlia-
ment seats, showed the 
coalition winning 37.3 per 
cent of the popular vote, 
with Mahathir’s opposi-
tion coalition getting 43.4 
per cent.

Critics have raised the 
alarm about alleged ma-
nipulation of the system 
to tilt the poll in BN’s fa-
vour through a redrawing 
of electoral boundaries 
which created constituen-
cies packed with Malay 
voters, who traditionally 
back the government.

Pyongyang, May 9 (IANS): US 
Secretary of State Mike Pom-
peo on Wednesday arrived here 
in North Korea, amid growing 
speculation over the possible 
release of three US detainees, 
to prepare for the historic talks 
between Kim Jong-un and Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

Pompeo’s arrival coincided 
with the first trilateral sum-
mit between Japan, China and 
South Korea, who endorsed the 
agreement signed by Pyongyang 
and Seoul to achieve complete 
denuclearisation and long-term 
peace on the Korean Peninsula, 
Efe news reported.

Ahead of the surprise visit, 
the US Secretary of State said 

he hoped North Korea would 
“do the right thing” and release 
three Americans imprisoned in 
the country.

“We’ve been asking for the 
release of these detainees for 17 
months,” the BBC quoted Pom-
peo as saying.

A South Korean presidential 
official told news agency Yonhap 
that Pyongyang was expected 
to release the US citizens --Kim 
Dong-chul, 64, Kim Sang-duk, 
58, and Kim Hak-song, about 60, 
-- as a “goodwill gesture” ahead 
of the summit.

A State Department official 
travelling with Pompeo said 
the US would also be “listen-
ing for signs from North Korea 

that things have substantially 
changed” with the nation’s nu-
clear ambitions.

Trump on Tuesday referred 
to Pompeo’s latest visit while 
announcing the US’ withdrawal 
from an Obama-era nuclear 
agreement with Iran.

This is Pompeo’s second trip 
to Pyongyang after meeting with 
Kim in April.

Pompeo had said that a 
“good relationship” was formed 
at that meeting, which marked 
the highest level of US contact 
with North Korea since 2000.

At a trilateral summit in To-
kyo, Japanese Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe, Chinese Premier 
Li Keqiang and South Korean 

President Moon Jae-in agreed 
to join forces and focus on an 
open dialogue with Pyongyang 
to make it abandon its nuclear 
arsenal.

In a joint press meet after the 
summit, Abe stressed the impor-
tance of the inter-Korean agree-
ment for peace and stability in 
the region and said he shares 
a common stand with Beijing 
and Seoul that the successive 
UN resolutions on North Korea 
should be complied with.

Kim was earlier quoted as 
saying that he hoped “phased 
and synchronised” measures 
would be taken to realise de-
nuclearisation on the Korean 
peninsula.

Li said the dialogue in the 
peninsula was heading in a 
good direction and added that 
all parties should take advan-
tage of this moment to resolve 
the conflict.

Moon welcomed the strong 
support from Li and Abe for 
the “Panmunjom Declaration” 
signed between Seoul and 
Pyongyang on April 27, and 
said he would do everything 
possible to implement the 
pact. 

This was the first trilateral 
summit since 2012 and it comes 
amid a whirlwind of diplomatic 
activity to finalize preparations 
for the upcoming Kim-Trump 
meet.

Washington, May 9 (IANS): Former 
US President Barack Obama criti-
cized the decision made on Tuesday 
by President Donald Trump to pull 
the United States out of the 2015 
Iran nuclear deal, calling the move 
a “serious mistake”.

“I believe that the decision to put 
the JCPOA (Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action) at risk without any 
Iranian violation of the deal is a seri-
ous mistake,” Obama said in a state-
ment soon after Trump announced 
his decision to withdraw from the 
agreement.

The former President said that 
the decision to pull the US out of 
the nuclear deal, signed with Iran, 
Russia, China, France the United 

Kingdom and Germany, was “mis-
guided” and that it “turns our back 
on America’s closest allies.”

“The consistent flouting of 
agreements that our country is a 
party to risks eroding America’s 
credibility, and puts us at odds with 
the world’s major powers,” Obama 
said.

Countering Trump’s criticisms 
of the JCPOA, Obama said that the 
agreement “is working,” since it 
has “significantly rolled back” Iran’s 
nuclear program.

The JCPOA strictly limits Iran’s 
capabilities to produce nuclear 
weapons in exchange for the lifting 
of international sanctions.

Obama added that, according 

to US intelligence agencies, Iran “is 
meeting its responsibilities under 
the deal” and that pulling the United 
States out of the agreement could 
undermine it and “trigger an arms 
race.”

Trump announced earlier 
Tuesday not only that he was pull-
ing out of the Iran nuclear deal, but 
that he would reinstate sanctions, 
saying there was “definite proof” 
that Tehran had lied about only 
wanting a peaceful nuclear energy 
program.

The Treasury Department said 
that these sanctions would be rein-
stated after foreign companies wind 
down their contracts with Iran over 
90-day and 180-day periods.

Dhaka, May 9 (PTI): Bang-
ladesh’s Supreme Court to-
day set May 15 as the date 
to pronounce its verdict 
on a plea by the country’s 
anti-graft body challenging 
the bail granted to former 
prime minister and oppo-
sition BNP chief Khaleda 
Zia, serving the five years 
jail term in a corruption 
case. 

After hearing the argu-
ments of both sides for two 
consecutive days, the four-
member bench, headed 
by Chief Justice Syed Mah-
mud Hossain, concluded 
the hearing and reserved 
its order.

“The Appellate Divi-
sion of the Supreme Court 
concluded the hearing and 
will pronounce its verdict 
on Tuesday (May 15),” a 
spokesman of the Attorney 
General’s office said.

Zia, 73, was sentenced 
to five years in jail in Feb-
ruary by a lower court in 
connection with the em-
bezzlement of 21 million 
taka (about USD 250,000) 
in foreign donations meant 
for the Zia Orphanage 
Trust, named after her late 
husband Ziaur Rahman, 
a military ruler-turned-
politician, during her 2001-
2006 premiership.

The High Court on 
March 12 granted Zia a 
four-month interim bail, 
considering her age and 
health issues after the spe-
cial court released the full 
verdict.  But the former 
premier had to remain 
in the old jailhouse of 
Dhaka Central Jail as the 
apex court stayed the high 
court’s order for 20 days.

When the Anti-Corrup-
tion Commission (ACC) 
and the State moved the 
apex court’s Appellate Divi-
sion, it suspended the bail 
order until yesterday, al-
lowing the two sides to start 
appeals against the bail.

The bench was sched-
uled to pass the order yes-
terday, but it deferred the 
hearing till today.

During the hearing yes-
terday, ACC lawyer Khur-
shid Alam and Attorney 
General (AG) Mahbubey 
Alam presented their argu-
ments on the appeal chal-
lenging Zia’s bail.

The AG and the lawyer 
for the graft commission 
argued that the lower court 
had already taken a lenient 
stance in handing down 
the jail term to Zia due to 
her age, and this “lenient 
punishment” could not be 
a reason for her bail.

They also said that Zia 
challenged her conviction 
in the High Court and “let 
her get acquitted there”, but 
now she did not deserve 
the bail for her sickness as 
the medical board, which 
had examined her, had not 
recommended that she be 
hospitalised, which could 
have been the ground for 
her bail.

Arguing on behalf of 
the former premier, top 
pro-BNP lawyers, includ-
ing former attorney general 
A J Mohamamd Ali pleaded 
for Zia’s bail on the ground 
of her ill health and old age.

Zia’s imprisonment 
shook the country’s po-
litical scenario ahead of 
the general elections in 
December this year. The 
BNP, the main opposition 
outside parliament, alleged 
the trial was politically mo-
tivated to debar her from 
contesting elections, an 
allegation denied by Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina’s 
government. 

Political analysts feared 
the BNP is facing politi-
cal wilderness after Zia’s 
conviction, which is likely 
to disqualify her from elec-
tions unless she could ob-
tain a different verdict from 
the Supreme Court.
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President Donald Trump arrives to deliver a statement on the Iran nuclear deal from the Diplomatic Recep-
tion Room of the White House, Tuesday, May 8, 2018, in Washington.

AP/PTI

A woman on a wheelchair is assisted as she casts her vote for the general election, in Pekan, Pahang state, 
Malaysia on Wednesday, May 9, 2018. 

US set to reimpose sanctions on Iran after Trump junks N-deal

European allies regret Trump’s decision 
on Iran deal while Israel, Saudi back it

Malaysia’s scandal-hit PM faces ex-mentor, 92, in election

Pompeo in Pyongyang; Tokyo-Seoul-Beijing join hands on N Korea

Obama condemns Trump’s decision to pull out of Iran deal

Bangladesh SC to pronounce 
its verdict on Zia’s bail on May 15
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Elizabeth Moss, Lupita being eyed for Peele’s ‘Us’
After the success of “Get Out”, Jordan Peele is making a movie titled “Us”. Lupita 
Nyong’o is in talks to star in the film, with Elisabeth Moss being eyed as the top 
choice for another lead role. Winston Duke is also being eyed for another lead 
role in the movie, reports variety.com. Peele, who will write and direct the movie, 
announced the film’s title on his social media accounts on Tuesday. It is the initial 
project under Peele’s first-look deal with Universal Pictures, which he signed along 
with his Monkeypaw Productions last spring.  “Get Out” opened at the top spot at 
the domestic box office last February on its way to grossing $255 million worldwide. 
It scored glowing reviews and an Oscar best picture nomination. Peele had won the 
best original screenplay Oscar for the thriller. (IANS)

Cannes film 
fair kicks 
off, with 21 
films vying 
for top prize

Joss Whedon’s comment on ‘Avengers’ script inappropriate — Zak Penn

Keanu Reeves, Alex Winter to reunite after 27 yearsAnushka Sharma’s 
new fashion line draws 
inspiration from Suppandi

Katy Perry, Taylor Swift end feud

Black Eyed Peas working with Nile Rodgers

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

11 am, 5 pm: Avengers: Infinity 
War (Eng) 3D
2 pm, 8 pm: Avengers : Infinity War 
(Eng) 2D

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

T
he 71st Cannes International Film 
Festival rose its curtain on Tuesday with 
a gathering of movie industry profes-
sionals and cinema stars headed from all 
over the world to the French Riviera.

US director Martin Scorsese and Australian 
Oscar winner and producer Cate Blanchett, the 
jury’s president, declared open the 71st Cannes 
Film Festival.

The annual fair started with the screening of in 
competition film “Everybody knows” of Iranian di-
rector Asghar Farhadi, with Spanish star Peneleope 
as main actress, Xinhua reported.

On the Asian films In Competition, the jury 
member, Chinese actor Zhang Zhen said he has a 
completely open mind.

“I am going to watch all of the films from the 
different countries and regions of Asia and try to 
explain our values to the other members of the 
Jury,” he said.

This year, China’s cinema is represented in the 
official competition by “Ash is purest white” of Jia 
Zhangke who was a member of the Official Selec-
tion Jury at the 67th Cannes Film Festival in May 
2014.

“Ash is purest white” tells the story of a young 
and pretty dancer, Qiao, in Datong in 2001, who 
is in love with Bin, a local gangster. Qiao will take 
Bin’s defense during a clash between gangs, and is 
sentenced to 5 years in prison. Upon leaving, Qiao 
goes in search of Bin to start all over again.

Altogether 21 films are competing for the top 
prize of Cannes International Film Festival which 
runs from May 8 to 19.

IANS

H
ollywood script-
writer Zak Penn 
has responded 
to Joss Whedon’s 
comments that 

he solely wrote the script of the 
superhero ensemble film “The 
Avengers”, saying the film-
maker is entitled to his opinion 
but he is “wrong”.

Penn, who has impressive 
resume of films such as “X-2”, 
“X-Men: The Last Stand”, “The 
Incredible Hulk” and Steven 
Spielberg’s latest sci-fi adven-
ture “Ready Player One”, said 
he found Whedon’s comments 
“inappropriate”.

“He (Whedon) is entitled 
to his opinion but he is wrong. 

Obviously, I don’t agree with 
him. I found his statement a 
little bit inappropriate. I don’t 
want to comment on it too 
much. 

“I worked on a draft for 
‘Avengers’ for four years and he 
came in and rewrote it. It’s not 
like I wrote a story and handed 
it to him and he threw it out. 
That’s not how things work. He 
should not be talking about it 
in public, if you ask me,” Penn 
told PTI in a telephonic inter-
view from Los Angeles.

Whedon, who directed the 
first two ‘Avengers’ films, had 
recently said he wrote the first 
Avengers story alone but had to 
share the credit with Penn.

“I started at square one on 
the script. I mean, straight up. 
I don’t wanna rag on it, but I 
fought (for) that credit. I was 
very upset about it. I know 
how the Guild works, first guy 
on a movie and all that, but 
I’ve never had good luck with 
arbitrations... I read (Penn’s 
script) one time, and I’ve never 
seen it since. I was like, ‘Nope. 
There’s nothing here,” Whedon 
had said in a recent interview 
to Thrillist. 

Whedon was succeeded by 
Russo Brothers -- Anthony and 
Joe -- for Marvel’s latest box 
office blockbuster “Avengers: 
Infinity War” and its follow-up 
next year. 

Penn, who once worked 
on many Marvel films, has 
fond memories of working 
on the initial draft of “Hulk” 
and finally writing 2008’s “The 
Incredible Hulk”, which is set to 
air in India on June 8 on Sony 
PIX. 

The writer-director is happy 
with the character’s journey, 
whom he calls “the big guy”, in 
the Marvel Cinematic Universe.

“I think it is great. I have 
always loved the character. I 
worked on it. I started working 
on the first movie when I was 
in my 20s, but that script got 
thrown away... I have always 
loved the character and it is 
great to see how he has been 
embraced by the audiences. I 
am happy for the big guy,” he 
says.

He just had a huge suc-
cess with “Ready Player One” 
and Penn credits the director 
for making it one of his most 
memorable collaborations in 
Hollywood as he believes one 
is as good as the person they 
work with. 

“There is no comparison to 
working with Steven Spielberg. 
It is a greater experience than 
working on other ones com-
bined together. What makes 
scriptwriting either really fun 
or terrible is the people you 
work with. 

“There are times when you 
get lucky and get to work with 
a master like Spielberg... Then, 
there are people who make it 
not fun, no matter how fun the 

end product is.” 
Penn, 49, says scriptwriting 

in Hollywood is tough as writ-
ers often struggle to stay em-
ployed but it is a job he would 
not trade for anything.

“It is a tough job. There is a 
lot of fighting to keep yourself 
employed. People get fired a 
lot, particularly the writers, but 
I cannot complain. The last 
experience (Ready Player One) 
was the most fun I ever had. It 
can be real fun.” 

As a scriptwriter Penn may 
be associated with big-budget 
studio productions but as a 
director, he prefers to attach 
himself to smaller projects as 
there is more creative control. 

Asked if he was looking to 
direct again, the scribe says, 
“Sure, I will do it again. I have 
mostly done smaller films be-
cause I like to have control over 
what I am directing. But I will 
do it again soon.” 

Penn collaborated with 
celebrated German film-
maker Werner Herzog for 2004 
mocumentary “Incident at 
Loch Ness” as a writer and pro-
ducer, directed “The Grand”, 
an improv comedy, which had 
an ensemble cast including 
Ray Romano, Woody Harrel-
son, Chris Parnell and Werner 
Herzog among others.

His last film as a director 
was critically-acclaimed 2014 
documentary “Atari: Game 
Over”, with his “Ready Player 
One” co-writer Ernest Cline.

PTI

“B
ill & Ted Face the 
Music”, the third 
movie in the “Bill 
& Ted” franchise, 
is set to reunite 

Keanu Reeves and Alex Winter on 
screen after 27 years.

The movie, which is being 
shopped in Cannes, is actually 
happening some 29 years after the 
duo’s first adventure, according to 
hollywoodreporter.com.

Reeves and Winter are set to 
reprise their iconic roles as time-
travelling metalheads Ted “Theod-
ore” Logan and Bill S. Preston Esq., 

respectively in the project, which 
follows 1989’s “Bill & Ted’s Excellent 
Adventure” and 1991’s “Bill & Ted’s 
Bogus Journey”. 

“We couldn’t be more excited to 
get the whole band back together 
again,” Reeves and Winter said in 
a statement, adding: “Chris and 
Ed wrote an amazing script, and 
with Dean at the helm we’ve got a 
dream team!”

Alex Walton of Bloom, which 
is handling the project’s interna-
tional sales, said: “Fans of Bill and 
Ted have been waiting for Reeves 
and Winter to reunite since their 

last Bogus Journey in 1991. This is 
excellent!”

Original creators Chris Math-
eson and Ed Solomon have penned 
the script, which will be directed 
by Dean Parisot. MGM owns the 
rights to the film and will release it 
in the US under its Orion Pictures 
banner. 

Currently in pre-production, 
“Bill & Ted Face the Music” will 
see the duo long past their days as 
time-travelling teenagers and now 
weighed down by middle age and 
the responsibilities of family.

IANS

R
emember 
Suppandi, the 
popular char-
acter from the 
Tinkle comics 

universe? In an effort to 
popularise Indian pop 
culture and celebrate it 
globally, actress Anushka 
Sharma has sought design 
inspiration from Suppan-
di for the spring-summer 
collection line of her label 
NUSH.

For Anushka, reading 
comics was an integral 
part of her growing up 
years. Suppandi, who 
was presented as a 
well-meaning village 
simpleton inadvertently 
caught up in everyday 
adventures, was one of 
her favourite characters.

NUSH and Tinkle 
Comics have collabo-
rated on this endeavour 
to bring out a cool and 
comfortable fashion col-
lection, comprising tops 
and dresses.

The actress will active-
ly promote the Suppandi 
clothing line not just in 
India but globally.

“While we celebrate 
the Avengers or Mickey 
Mouse from the West, 
images of Suppandi will 
re-ignite fond recollec-
tions of childhood for 
many people,” Anushka 
said in a statement.

“Suppandi was my 
(imaginary) buddy as I 
would gobble up com-
ics featuring him on lazy 
summer afternoons. I 
wanted to flesh out his 

place in our happy child-
hood memories with the 
brand’s summer collec-
tion, and we have worked 
at retaining the simple, 
comfortable element of 
Suppandi in his line,” she 
added.

The line will be avail-
able from Wednesday.

IANS

A
fter a nearly 
five-year feud, 
singers Taylor 
Swift and Katy 
Perry are ready 

to put their differences 
aside.

On Tuesday, Swift, 
28, shared an Instagram 
Stories clip of a good luck 
card she received from 
Perry, 33, on the opening 
night of her “Reputation” 
stadium tour. Enclosed 
along with the note was 
an actual olive branch, 
officially ending the pop 
duo’s long-simmering rift.

“Hey old friend,” the 
note appears to read. “I’ve 
been doing some thinking 
on past miscommunica-
tions and feelings be-
tween us and wanted to 
clear the air.” The words 

“deeply sorry” are visible 
as well.

“Thank you Katy,” 
Swift captioned the video, 
adding a double-heart 
emoji.

Swift and Perry 
were once friends, and 
exchanged happy tweets. 
However, their feud goes 
back to 2014, when Swift 
told Rolling Stone maga-
zine that her new song 
“Bad Blood” was inspired 
by a female artiste who 
had stabbed her in the 
back.

Perry had hit back 
with a track titled “Swish 
Swish”, and also ad-
dressed her issues with 
Swift during a 2017 “Car-
pool Karaoke” segment 
with James Corden.

IANS

H
ip-Hop group Black Eyed 
Peas are working on new 
music with funk legend 
Nile Rodgers.

Rodgers tweeted 
photograph of them both in a studio 
where The Beatles and Pink Floyd have 
recorded their most iconic albums.

He wrote: “I try and post my daily life 
to show that cancer, twice in my case, 
is not always a death sentence. Stay 
strong. Will.i.am and me working on 
Black Eyed Peas funky cut.”

The “Get lucky” guitarist also added 
a video of the pair on Facebook, in 
which he reveals how it is a dream to be 
working with one of his idols and how 

he learnt so much from him, reports 
femalefirst.co.uk.

Rodgers says in the clip: “What an 
honour to be working with one of my 
heroes, influencers, teachers. I grew 
up listening to his music and I am still 
growing up to his music, I was blessed 
to hear some of the stories... When I am 
around the legends and my mentors, I 
can’t help but interview them, I learned 
so much in five minutes. So thank you 
so much, bro. You are a hero.”

Rodgers added: “Thank you, happy 
to have you up here in the crib.” Black 
Eyed Peas returned with their first song 
without former singer Fergie in January.

IANS
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PSG end Les Herbiers’ resistance 
to win French Cup; claim treble

Arsene Wenger  yet 
to decide on PSG move

Olympics: India leaving no 
stone unturned for Tokyo 
preparation – Sports minister

Australia keen on Andres 
Iniesta as a marquee star

Rooney eyes jump to MLS 
with DC United – Report

Atletico ‘fed up’ of Barca’s 
pursuit of Griezmann

Season over at Bayern for Neuer; doubts over World Cup

PSG’s Thiago Silva, center right, with Les Herbiers’ Sebastien Flochon, center left, lift up the trophy with the whole PSG team after the French 
Cup soccer final of Paris Saint Germain against Les Herbiers at the Stade de France stadium in Saint-Denis.

Arsene Wenger 

Wayne Rooney

Antoine Griezmann

Germany goalkeeper Manuel Neuer

Paris, May 9 (Reuters):  Paris 
St Germain were made to 
sweat before beating brave 
third-tier side Les Herbiers 
2-0 to win the French Cup 
and claim a domestic tre-
ble thanks to goals from 
Giovani Lo Celso and Edin-
son Cavani in the final on 
Tuesday.

Lo Celso scored in the 
26th minute but they had 
to wait until Cavani slotted 
home a penalty after 74 
minutes to seal victory for 

their record-extending 12th 
French Cup title.

PSG, now unbeaten in 
their last 42 domestic cup 
games, also hit the wood-
work three times in the 
opening 20 minutes

Les Herbiers, who are 
fighting relegation in the 
third division, defended sol-
idly throughout but failed to 
make the chances to dream 
of a major upset at the Stade 
de France.

The result, which gives 

PSG their fourth consecu-
tive French Cup and the 
treble after they won the 
League Cup and Ligue 1, 
means Spanish coach Unai 
Emery will leave on a high 
note.

The Basque’s contract 
is not being renewed at the 
end of the season and he 
now has just two league 
games left in charge.

PSG’s Brazil fullback 
Dani Alves appeared to hurt 
his knee in the second half 

but stayed on the pitch be-
fore being replaced in the 
closing stages.

PSG CHANCES
Les Herbiers, whose coach 
Stephane Masala is a fan of 
Italian tactics, started boldly 
and put some good moves 
together resulting in a cou-
ple of attempts in the first 
few minutes.

But PSG had the first 
clear chance in the fifth 
when Lo Celso’s  shot 

from just outside the area 
bounced off the post as the 
recovering Neymar, who 
has returned from Brazil af-
ter undergoing foot surgery, 
watched his side from the 
stands.

Three minutes later, 
Les Herbiers were saved by 
the post again after Kylian 
Mbappe stretched for a 
Thiago Motta cross.

In the 20th, PSG hit Mat-
thieu Pichot’s right post 
for the third time, Lo Celso 
once more denied a goal af-
ter curling a delightful shot 
from inside the area.

It was third time lucky 
for the Argentine, however, 
as he beat Pichot with a shot 
from 18 metres.

PSG had other chances 
before the break but Les 
Herbiers held firm, although 
they failed to once test PSG 
keeper Kevin Trapp.

Mbappe netted from 
point-blank range five min-
utes into the second half but 
referee Mikael Lesage ruled 
the effort out after consult-
ing the VAR (Video Assistant 
Referee), which showed a 
Marquinhos handball.

PSG finally doubled 
their tally late on when 
Cavani converted a penalty 
after being brought down 
by Pichot.

Trapp was forced to 
make his first save in the 
89th to deny Diaranke Fofa-
na but it was too little, too 
late for plucky Les Herbiers.

London, May 9 (IANS): With 
his two decade long reign as 
Arsenal manager due to end 
at the conclusion of the cur-
rent football season, Arsene 
Wenger has not yet decided 
whether to accept an offer 
from French giants Paris 
Saint-Germain (PSG).

Wenger has been been 
linked to the general man-
ager’s job at PSG, who are 
expected to replace their 
manager Unai Emer y. 
Wenger’s cordial relations 
with PSG president Nasser 
al-Khelaifi has only added 
fuel to the rumours.

“A general manager role? 
That’s what I have to decide. 
I have not made the deci-
sion,” Wenger was quoted 
as saying by the Guardian. 
“At the moment, spontane-
ously, I would say: ‘Yes.’ But 
maybe with a distance, I 
will think: ‘No. Maybe it’s a 
time to change a little bit of 
direction.’ Honestly, I can’t 
give you an answer. I don’t 

Madrid, May 9 (PTI/AFP):  
Atletico Madrid chief 
Miguel Angel Gil Marin at-
tacked Barcelona on Tues-
day over their pursuit of 
highly-prized striker Anto-
ine Griezmann, saying he 
was “fed up” with the Cata-
lan club’s attitude.

Marin issued his strong-
ly worded rebuke hours 
after a Spanish radio sta-
tion reported that Barce-
lona were poised to pay the 
French international’s 100 
million-euro release clause.

The Atletico CEO said 
the club’s stance was very 
clear.

“Not once have we ne-
gotiated for Griezmann nor 
do we have any intention 
to do so,” he said in a state-
ment issued on the team’s 
official website.

“A few months ago, I 
personally expressed to Bar-
celona’s president that our 
player isn’t for sale nor are 
we going to sell him,” he 
continued.

“At the same time, I let 
him know that his inappro-
priate conduct was against 
the integrity of the competi-
tion...” 

The uncertainty over 
Griezmann’s future could 
not have come at a worse 
time for Atletico as they 
prepare for next week’s Eu-
ropa League final against 
Marseille.

Marin added: “We’re fed 
up with Barcelona’s attitude.

“That a president, play-
er and a board member 
speak the way they’ve done 
about the future of a player 
with an existing contract 
and just a few days before 
disputing a European final, 
is an absolute lack of respect 
towards Atletico.” 

He said Atletico would 

Berlin, May 9 (IANS): Ger-
many goalkeeper Manuel 
Neuer’s 2018 World Cup 
participation is becoming 
more and more unlikely as 
the Bayern Munich captain 
will not return for the last 
games of the club football 
season.

According to Bayern 
Munich coach Jupp Hey-
nckes, who celebrated his 
73rd birthday Wednesday, 
Neuer will not be ready 
for league action against 
VfB Stuttgart this Saturday 
nor will he take part in the 
Cup final against Eintracht 
Frankfurt on May 19, re-
ports Xinhua news agency.

“He won’t play in ei-
ther of our last Bundes-
liga games nor in the Cup 
final,” Heynckes told the 
Nuremberg-based football 
magazine Kicker. Sven Ul-
reich will be between the 
posts in both matches.

Neuer has been side-
lined since his operation 
on September 19 last year. 
It was the third time that 
the injury to his left foot has 
occurred. Recently, the Bay-

ern coach indicated that 
mistakes had been made in 
his treatment and therapy.

Neuer has always made 
it clear that playing in a 
major tournament like the 
2018 World Cup in Russia 
without match practice is 
impossible. “I can’t tell you 
at the moment whether I 
can make it back in time 
for the World Cup,” Neuer 
commented.

Now, German national 
team coach Joachim Loew 
will have to decide if it is 
enough for Neuer to get 
match practice in the last 
pre-tournament friendlies 
against Austria (June 2) and 
Saudi Arabia (June 8).

Until now, Loew has 
confirmed that Neuer will 
be part of the preliminary 
squad at the pre-World Cup 
training camp in northern 
Italy from May 23 to June 9.

Loew is set to announce 
his squad on May 15 in 
Dortmund and wants to 
wait as long as possible 
for Neuer. The German 
coach is now expected to 
announce four goalkeepers 

Sydney, May 9 (PTI/AFP): 
Australian football chiefs 
plan to contact the agent 
of Barcelona captain An-
dres Iniesta to sound him 
out about a move to the 
A-League, reports said 
Wednesday, as the domes-
tic competition looks to 
recruit a marquee star.

Spain’s Sport website 
named the A-League as 
the World Cup-winner’s 
“preferred destination” this 
week, although Japan’s Vis-
sel Kobe is also seen as one 
of his possible next moves.

China’s Chongqing Li-
fan Tuesday denied reports 
that the 33-year-old legend 
will be joining them “as a 
player”, but left the door 
open to future cooperation 
in some capacity.

Football Federation 
Australia’s website indi-
cated the governing body 
planned to contact Iniesta’s 
agent after he announced 
he will leave Barcelona at 

the end of the season fol-
lowing two decades of phe-
nomenal success. 

A-League boss Greg 
O’Rourke said four Austral-
ian clubs have signalled 
their intent to make use 
of a recently announced 
Aus 3 million (US 2.2 mil-
lion) ‘marquee fund’, which 
could be used to lure a 
player of Iniesta’s calibre.

“We will determine with 
(the clubs) how this is going 
to work -- do we go out and 
use 3 million to go and hook 
one big fish, or three small 
ones?” he told reporters.

The A-League most re-
cently had a centralised 
“guest marquee” fund in 
2016, but it attracted only 
one player, Tim Cahill, 
whose stint at Melbourne 
City did not pull in the 
crowds and boost TV ratings 
as hoped. O’Rourke said 
if a move for Iniesta was 
unsuccessful, other targets 
would be drawn up.

London, May 9 (AFP): 
Former England captain 
Wayne Rooney is in ad-
vanced talks to join D.C. 
United of Major League 
Soccer from his Premier 
League club Everton, the 
Washington Post reported 
Tuesday.

The 32-year-old former 
Manchester United striker 
has a year remaining on his 
contract with Everton, but 
reportedly is frustrated with 
his role at his boyhood club, 
where he returned last July.

En g l a n d’s  a l l - t i m e 
record goalscorer with 53 in 
119 caps from 2003 through 
2016, has netted 10 times for 
Everton this season.

His haul of 208 Premier 
League goals rank second 
only to Alan Shearer.

D.C. United would have 
to pay a transfer fee or have 
Rooney negotiate a free 
move, but either would help 
them fill their new 20,000-
seat home stadium, Audi 
Field, that is set to debut in 
mid-July.

The report said talks be-
tween the club and Rooney 
have accelerated in recent 
weeks, citing an unnamed 
source that said United had 
a 50-50 chance of obtaining 
Rooney during the MLS 
trade and transfer window 
that opens July 10.

Rooney rebuffed over-
tures from the US capital 
club last year, according 
to the report, but United 
struggled in front of goal last 
season and has had similar 
woes this season.

New Delhi, May 9 (Reuters): A former 
champion shooter himself, Rajyavardhan 
Singh Rathore knows how lack of infra-
structure can scuttle Olympic dreams and 
the Indian sports minister is determined 
to ensure his athletes get the best possible 
preparation for the Tokyo Games.

In an interview with Reuters, Rathore 
said the government was “leaving no stone 
unturned” to train 200 elite athletes for 
the 2020 Olympics and beyond under its 
Target Olympic Podium Scheme (TOPS) 
programme.

“With just one and half to two years left 
for the Tokyo Games, we are not only focus-
ing on their training but also rehab if any 
athlete is injured,” Rathore said, sitting on a 
Swiss exercise ball which he uses as a chair 
in his office.

TOPS was rolled out in 2014 to identify 
elite athletes and provide them with world-
class coaching and training facilities.

“From selection to funding, everything 
is managed by a set of people whom we 
have put under the TOPS,” said Rathore, 
who won the double-trap silver at the 2004 
Athens Games.

“This team has high performance direc-
tors, CEOs, athlete relationship managers, 
researchers who are finding details about 
athletes’ toughest opponents in the top 
international circuit.”

A 16-year old Manu Bhaker shot down 
the 10m air pistol gold at the ISSF Mexico 
World Cup in March, 20-year old Neeraj 

Chopra won the javelin gold in the last 
Commonwealth Games and 15-year-old 
Anish Bhanwala became the youngest In-
dian to win a Commonwealth gold in the 
25m rapid fire pistol event.

The Indian shooters have been per-
forming exceptionally well at the world 
stage in recent times, which has been 
especially pleasing to former marksman 
Rathore.

“This excellence is largely driven by 
individuals but it’s also due to funding that 
is coming to them.

“The shooting federation is the highest 
funded federation. Among the 200 elite 
athletes, about 200 crore rupees ($29.70 mil-
lion) have been provided to shooters alone, 
much more than any other federation. So, 
we are investing into it.”

Apart from shooting, India have made 
longs strides in disciplines such as badmin-
ton, wrestling, boxing and archery.

“We have identified the events that 
we will do well in and also the athletes 
who we are hoping will do well. I leave 
this job of identifying to the super profes-
sionals of the TOPS team and I have great 
respect for the work they are doing,” said 
Rathore.

“It’s my job to ensure that the best pro-
fessional people are into my TOPS team 
and they will continuously analyse which 
events, depending on who are the athletes 
competing there, how they compare with 
the world standard and fund those athletes.

know,” he added.
Wenger has been em-

ployed as a football expert 
by Khelaifi’s beIN Sports 
network for more than 
10 years. But the veteran 
French coach insisted that 
his relationship with the 
PSG president will not in-
fluence his professional 
decisions.

“My relationship with 
Nasser is more based on 
media. When he was a 
young boy and he started 
in his job, I was his first 
contract, his first signing, so 
that’s why we have a good 
relationship. I was always 
with beIN. But that doesn’t 
influence any decisions,” 
Wenger said.

for the training camp.
While Neuer has been 

involved in team training 
sessions in Munich, plans 
of him appearing in the 
final two league matches 
against Cologne and Stutt-
gart had to be abandoned.

The 2014 World Cup 
winner recently indicated 
that he is making steady 
progress but is still not 
ready to make a return. “I 
feel good with the work 
I’m doing but I still have 
to be careful,” Neuer com-
mented. So far, he has not 
been able to practice in 
competitive situations.

Last week, Neuer had 
to interrupt his rehab work 
due to a slight problem with 
his right foot.

F o r m e r  n a t i o n a l 
team fitness coach Oliver 
Schmidtlein indicated that 
Neuer could return to ac-
tion for the German na-
tional team at the earliest in 
the knockout games. 

“Manuel has to be care-
ful increasing the load in 
training, otherwise he could 
risk his health,” Schmidtlein 

told the Hamburg-based 
sports-magazine Sport-
Bild.

Neuer underlined he 
would have to make the 
right decision for himself 
and the football nation: “It 
does not help to panic. We’ll 
see what the right deci-
sion will be.” He added that 
he does not intend risking 
his future career to attend 
the 2018 World Cup. Sev-
eral pundits have suggested 
that Neuer should skip the 
World Cup to secure his 
future career. “What is a 
World Cup compared to 
three to four more years 
in professional football,” 
former German interna-
tional Lothar Matthaeus 
said before adding, “there 
will be a next World Cup 
for him.”

Former German nation-
al keeper Oliver Kahn said 
it is unlikely that Neuer will 
regain his full fitness in time 
for the World Cup. “Practis-
ing is one thing, playing 
games another. Things are 
getting tight now,” Kahn 
commented.

be demanding compensa-
tion from Barcelnoa should 
“the player exercised his 
right to nullify his con-
tract due to their pressure 
throughout the season”.

He finished off by de-
claring “enough is enough. 
I  hope this statement 
serves its purpose and that 
us Atletico fans can enjoy 
this moment and prepare 
ourselves for a final like 
we should.” Marin’s plea 
followed a report by Ca-
dena Cope radio station 
that “Barcelona have told 
Atletico Madrid they are 
going to pay Antonie Griez-
mann’s get out clause. And 
Atletico know the player will 
be leaving at the end of the 
season”.

That came after Atletico 
president Enrique Cerezo 
refused to clarify Griez-
mann’s future after domes-
tic media suggested Cerezo 
had met the player for din-
ner in a bid to persuade 
the Frenchman to stay at 

Atletico, with the promise 
of a bumper new contract.

Cerezo has denied 
meeting Griezmann for 
talks but the Atletico presi-
dent was also not definitive 
on the 27-year-old’s future.

“I can tell you one thing: 
Antoine Griezmann is an 
Atletico Madrid player as of 
today,” Cerezo said.

“I cannot tell you an-
ything else because I do 
not know anything else.” 
Barca were forced in Janu-
ary to deny publicly they 
had agreed a deal to sign 
Griezmann, who has indi-
cated he wants his future 
resolved before the start of 
the World Cup.

Barca coach Ernesto 
Valverde on Tuesday de-
scribed Griezmann as a 
“great player”.

“But we have to be very 
cautious about saying any-
thing about a player that is 
not ours and making sure 
we respect our rivals,” he 
added.



Swansea, May 9 (Reuters): 
West Bromwich Albion were 
relegated from the Premier 
League on Tuesday after 
Southampton’s 1-0 victory 
over Swansea City ended 
the Midlands club’s eight-
year stay in the top flight.

Southampton’s win 
moved them onto 36 points, 
leaving West Brom five 
points adrift of the safety 
zone with one match to 
play.

West Brom have been 
rejuvenated in recent weeks, 
winning three games in an 
unbeaten five-match run.

Yet their impressive late-
season rally, spearhead-
ed by the appointment of 
caretaker manager Darren 

Moore, came too late in the 
campaign.

Moore replaced Alan 
Pardew at the start of April, 
taking over with the club 
seven points adrift at the 
bottom of the table and 10 
short of the safety zone with 
six matches to play.

He helped engineer an 
almost remarkable turn-
around in their fortunes, 
guiding them to wins over 
Manchester United, New-
castle United and Totten-
ham Hotspur plus draws 
against Swansea and Liv-
erpool.

West Brom’s 1-0 home 
victory over fourth-placed 
Tottenham on Saturday 
lifted them off the bottom of 

table for the first time since 
January, but the celebra-
tions were short-lived.

Any hope of taking their 
fight for survival to the final 
weekend of the season was 
snuffed out at Swansea’s 
Liberty Stadium on Tuesday.

Southampton’s Manolo 
Gabbiadini bundled home 
a second-half goal to settle 
a scrappy encounter that 
almost certainly kept the 
south-coast club in the Pre-
mier League.

Bitter-sweet day
It was a bitter-sweet day for 
West Brom’s Moore, who 
had earlier been given the 
Premier League’s manager 
of the month award after 

guiding the club through 
April unbeaten.

Moore, whose future 
at the club is still unclear 
after being appointed on 
an interim basis, hailed the 
togetherness of the squad 
after collecting his award.

Unity, however, was a 
quality seemingly in short 
supply earlier in the cam-
paign as West Brom’s trou-
bles were not limited to the 
pitch.

Pardew was in charge 
for 21 matches in all com-
petitions, managing three 
wins with only one of those 
in the league.

By the time Moore took 
control, West Brom’s fate 
was effectively sealed.

clinching 112-102 victory over the 
Utah Jazz.

Paul's haul included 20 points in 
the fourth quarter as the top-seeded 
Rockets completed a 4-1 victory in 
the best-of-seven series at Houston's 
Toyota Center.

Paul's game-winning display left 
the 33-year-old contemplating his first 
appearance in a Western Conference 
finals.

Rockets star James Harden, who 

was kept quiet with a relatively modest 
haul of 18 points, paid tribute to Paul's 
performance.

"He was unbelievable," Harden 
said afterwards. "He went out there 
and took over the game. He put us all 
on his back in that fourth quarter and 
said 'Listen -- I got this'. That's a big-
time performance.

"He had a look in his eyes. And 
if he has that look in his eyes, he's a 
problem."

Dimapur, May 9 (EMN): 
Nagaland state's junior bas-
ketball team to the 69th 
Junior National Basketball 
Championship at the Guru 
Nanak Stadium at Ludhiana 
in Punjab failed to win any 
league matches even as they 
suffered another defeat in 
the last league game against 
Jharkhand 42-37 played on 
Wednesday, an update from 
the association informed on 
Wednesday.

The Naga boys had a 
lacklustre opening quarter 
trailing 0-10 as the oppo-
nents seized control from 
the start. The team opened 
their account through Vivi-
ka Yeptho’s conversion and 
managed to share the spoils 
in the second quarter at 
06-06, still trailing 06-16 at 
half time.

In the third quarter, the 

Kohima, May 9 (EMN):   
Taurus and Stallions are 
in the driver’s seat as they 
remained undefeated on 
the third day of the ongo-
ing 10th Open Basketball 
Tournament (OBT) being 
played at Khuociezie local 
ground on Wednesday. The 
tournament is organised by 
the Nagaland Basketball As-
sociation (NBA) and Suncity 
Kohima.

In the first match that 
was played on Wednesday 
Ephraim bounced back 
from Tuesday’s defeat to 
beat Akelos 56-30. While 
Akelos came back strong in 
the second match of the day 
by overpowering Last Kings 
by 42-35. Ephraim suffered 
another defeat at the hands 
of Orca in the fifth match 
61-71.

 Defending champions 

Kohima, May 9 (EMN):  The 
Nagaland Taekwondo As-
sociation (NTA) on Tuesday 
felicitated Heutingyi who 
represented India at the 
World Junior Taekwondo 
Championship that was 
conducted from April nine 
to the 13th at Hammamet 
in Tunisia, an update from 
the NTA's media cell in-

formed. 
Speaking at the felicita-

tion program, the NTA's 
president and Northeast 
Taekwondo Union Chair-
man Pele Khezhie congratu-
lated Heutingyi for taking 
part in the world champion-
ship. He advised the player 
to carry forward with his 
sporting activities, adding 

Madrid, May 9 (IANS): Kyle 
Edmund of the United 
Kingdom on Wednesday 
upset two-time champion 
Novak Djokovic of Serbia 
in the second round of the 
Madrid Open tennis cham-
pionship.

Edmund earned his 6-3, 
2-6, 6-3 win over the 10th-
seed and former world No.1 

Djokovic in an hour and 29 
minutes, reports Efe.

Earlier this year, Djokov-
ic, now the World No. 12, 
underwent surgery for a 
right elbow injury, which 
has marred his last few sea-
sons. World number one 
Rafael Nadal took his win-
ning streak to 48 successive 
sets with a 6-3, 6-1 win over 

Gael Monfils in his Madrid 
Masters opener on Wednes-
day. He will next face ei-
ther Spanish compatriot 
Feliciano Lopez or Diego 
Schwartzman of Argentina 
for a place in the quarter-
finals. Edmund, the World 
No. 22, is set to play the 
third round match against 
eighth-seed David Goffin 

Dutch woman tennis player Kiki Bertens on 
Wednesday knocked out Denmark's Caroline 
Wozniacki 6-2, 6-2 in the Madrid Open pre-

quarterfinals.
This means Romania's Simona Halep, the title de-

fender, is to keep her No.1 spot in the world rankings 
regardless of how she finishes in Madrid.

World No.2 Wozniacki, a finalist in 2009, needed to 
reach the final this year to depose Halep from her place 
atop the Women's Tennis Association (WTA) singles 
rankings, but world No.20 Bertens prevented that by 
defeating her in just 61 minutes.

Earlier on Wednesday, Halep strolled into the quar-
ter-finals with a 6-1 6-4 win over Czech Kristyna Pliskova.

In the quarter-finals, Bertens is to face the winner 
of the match between Russia's Maria Sharapova and 
France's Kristina Mladenovic.

Oakland, May 9 (AFP):  Stephen Curry 
sparked a third quarter surge as the 
Golden State Warriors wrapped up a 
series victory over the New Orleans 
Pelicans on Tuesday to advance to the 
NBA Western Conference finals.

Curry finished with 28 points as 
the reigning NBA champions ran out 
113-104 winners to complete a 4-1 
series victory and set up a showdown 
with the top-seeded Houston Rockets.

Kevin Durant had 24 points while 
Klay Thompson added 23 points. 
Draymond Green had 19 points with 
14 rebounds and nine assists.

New Orleans, who had prevented 
a clean sweep with a victory in game 
four on Sunday, had produced a bat-
tling first half performance to trail by 
only 59-56 at the break.

But with Curry to the fore, the War-
riors exploded with a devastating burst 
of scoring early in the third period that 
the Pelicans had no response to.

Klay Thompson, Kevin Durant and 
Curry were all involved, and suddenly 
Golden State had taken a double-digit 
lead. Curry found his touch from long 
range to drain a couple of majestic 
three-pointers, including one effort 
which dropped in to make it 81-60.

With the home crowd at the Oracle 
Arena roaring them on, it looked as if 
the only question would be the size of 
the Golden State victory margin.

The Warriors had stretched their 
lead to 26 points at one stage of the 
third, and closed out the quarter lead-
ing by 20 at 95-75.

Golden State started the fourth 
quarter in the same fashion, and had 
quickly extended their lead to 105-82.

There was a late scare for Steve 
Kerr's side however as the Pelicans 
staged a late rally, stitching together an 
18-2 spurt to close within seven points 
at 107-100 with 1:43 left.

Draymond Green helped steady 
the ship however with a fadeaway and 
a driving layup to restore the Warriors 
double-digit cushion.

The Warriors will face Houston in 
game one of the Western Conference 
finals next Monday.

Rockets seal series
Chris Paul scored 41 points to lead 
Houston into the NBA Western Confer-
ence finals on Tuesday with a series-
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Rafael Nadal from Spain celebrates his win over Gael Monfils from France at the end of their Madrid 
Open tennis tournament match in Madrid, Spain, Wednesday, May 9, 2018. Nadal won 6-3 and 6-1.

AP/PTI

Andre Ayew is stopped by Southampton’s Jan Bednarek and Wesley Hoedt.

Nagaland junior basketball team.

Taurus (orange) and Ophidians in action in action during the 
league match of the ongoing 10th Open Basketball Tournament 
(OBT) at Kohima local ground on Wednesday.

Members of the NTA with Heutingyi, who represented India at the 
World Junior Taekwondo Championship that was conducted from April 
9 to the 13th at Hammamet  in Tunisia.

Stephen Curry (30) of the Golden State Warriors goes up for a shot on E'Twaun Moore 
(55) of the New Orleans Pelicans during Game Five of the Western Conference Semifinals 
of the 2018 NBA Playoffs at Oracle Arena in Oakland, California.

West Brom relegated after 
revival comes too late

Curry leads Warriors into West finals

OBT enters day- three

NTA felicitates Heutingyi

Taurus, Stallions remain undefeated
Nagaland team out of Junior National Basketball C'ship

Madrid Open: Edmund eliminates Djokovic, Nadal wins

Wozniacki upset by Bertens; 
Halep keeps no.1 spot

of Belgium, who defeated 
Dutchman Robin Haase 
7-5, 6-2.

Germany's  Phil ipp 
Kohlschreiber upset Spain's 
Roberto Bautista Agut 6-3, 
4-6, 7-5 in the second round.

World No. 28 Kohlsch-
reiber needed two hours 
and 32 minutes to defeat 
world No. 14 Bautista, a 
semi-finalist in 2014.

Bautista was looking 

forward to claiming his 
third title in 2018 after win-
ning the Auckland Open 
and the Dubai Duty Free 
Tennis Championships.

Kohlschreiber is set to 
play the third round against 
South Africa's Kevin An-
derson, sixth-seed and a 
finalist at the 2017 US Open, 
who defeated Kazakhstan's 
Mikhail Kukushkin, 5-7, 7-6 
(3), 6-2.

Naga boys took control of 
the game 12-09 with Kenei-
ngutou powering his team 
with eight points. In the 
fourth quarter, they man-
aged a late burst trailing 32-
34 at one stage before letting 
the game slip away in the 
final period of the quarter 

despite limiting the score at 
17-17 in the quarter.

The ever consistent Ke-
neingutou tallied 16 points 
for Naga boys, while Mashel  
Pashel scored eight points. 
For Jharkhand Sumit scored 
15 points and Matabad-
ded 14.

Despite the defeat, 
Coach Rajan was optimistic. 
“This is my first assignment 
as a coach and I learned 
a lot through this experi-
ence. Even though we lost 
all the games, our team had 
received lots of accolades 
from international players 
and coaches. International 
player Satnam Singh has 
requested us to send the 
state team for the senior na-
tionals. I believe with proper 
coaching at an early age and 
with good infrastructure, 
our players will succeed at 
this level,” he said.   

Keneingutou, captain 
of the Nagaland team com-
mented: “This champion-
ship was an eye opener for 
us. We learned a lot about 
the FIBA rules and how 
to play in big games. We 
are going back with added 

experience and motivation 
for basketball. The sports 
infrastructure here in Lud-
hiana has floored us, and 
it is something which we 
hope for in our own state. I 
believe with this kind of in-
frastructure, we can also be 
in par with any other state in 
(any) sporting disciplines.” 

According to manager 
Tiameren, “As their first na-
tionals, the inexperience of 
our young boys was visible 
against better teams and 
taller players. But they got 
better with more games and 
put up a grand show in the 
final group match. Many 
players and coaches from 
other states talked about 
the swiftness of our boys 
and their good game sense. 
We can only get better from 
here on,” the press release 
stated. 

Taurus trounced Ophidina 
by 41-16. TMB continued 
their form as they defeated 
Orca 46-26 in the second 
match. In the last match, 
Stallions stunned TMB 77-
69 as the league matches 
entered day-four on Thurs-
day. 

The first match on 
Thursday will commence 
at 10:00 am. Players have 
been informed to report by 
9:30 am.

Dr. Kenei Miachieo, 
Conservator of Forests, was 
the match patron for day-
three.

Fixtures for Thursday
1st match : Ophidian Vs 
Cretan Bulls
2nd match : Mission Giants 
Vs S. Naga Trouncers
3rd match : Last Kings Vs 
Stallions
4th match : TMB Vs Akelos
5th match : Mission Giants 
Vs Ophidians
6th match : Taurus Vs Cretan 
Bulls
7th match : Last Kings Vs 
Ephraim
8th match : Stallions Vs Orca.

that he had just started on 
his career.     

Expressing happiness 
that at a young age “Heutin-
gyi” could represent the 
country, Khezhie hoped 
that he would continue with 
maintaining discipline and 
aim to bring a medal to the 
country in the future.   

Speaking about his ex-
perience, Heutingyi said 
that in the first round he 
defeated his Egyptian op-
ponent with a 20-point gap 
in first round but lost to an 
Italian opponent with eight 
points in second round. 153 
countries took part in the 
world championship. India 
won a bronze medal.  

Heutingyi is a product 
of Kohima's IG Stadium 
Taekwondo Academy. He 
has played various state and 
national championships 
under the aegis of the NTA.


