
Congress President Rahul Gandhi addresses the media in Bengaluru on Tuesday.
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PB Acharya speaking during a function in Medziphema on Tuesday.
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Lok Sabha electionBe industrious to be independent – Acharya Apok Jamir is NPF’s 
candidate; PDA likely 
to name candidate on 
Wednesday 

Manipur Congress demands 
clarification on Naga pact

PDA appointments: Rights group gives 
veiled threat of ‘legal confrontation’  

I could be PM after 2019 polls, says Rahul

NPF to skip PAC meeting 

Nagaland inks MoU with Imphal hospital 
for free treatment of children with CHD  

Porter in Kerala using free railway WiFi to realise civil services dream
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 28° 20°

Agartala 31° 26°

Gangtok 25° 13°

Guwahati 30° 21°

Imphal 26° 18°

Itanagar 27° 19°

Shillong 31° 16°

Delhi 41° 27°

Kolkata 39° 28°

Chennai 38° 28°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 26° 16°
DIMAPUR 33° 20°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 1mm 90%
DIMAPUR Nil 94%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals

WEATHER
TEMPERATURE

It is amazing what you 
can accomplish if you 

do not care who gets the 
credit. 

~Harry S Truman
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Mancini reaches agreement to 
coach Italy – report |  P12

 Iran president warns of ‘problems’ 
as Trump decision looms |  P9
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Dimapur, May 8 (EMN): 
Governor PB Acharya has 
called upon the people 
of Nagaland to work hard 
and earn enough to live 
independently instead of 
depending on the central 
government’s subsidy.

Acharya was address-
ing an interactive session 
between farmers and scien-
tists at the Research Farm, 
ICAR Research Complex 
for NEH Region, Nagaland 
centre on Tuesday in Medz-
iphema. 

He urged the Naga peo-
ple to create wealth out of 
the rich natural resources 
found in the state stating 
that running away from 
problems is not going to 
solve them. “We cannot be 
a subsidy state, we can be 
independent,” he stated.

The governor stated be-
lief that Nagaland is blessed 
with abundant natural re-
sources and if the Nagas 
work collectively to harness 
the resource, the state can 
be the richest in the country.

Two elections in one year, bud,... 
If we don't become rich this year, 

we will never become rich.

Mirror Takes

Radiant in red, Sonam Kapoor 
weds Anand Ahuja  |  P10

~ Arien

“Nagaland is suffering 
for no reason. Nagas are 
only depending on subsidy 
from the Centre when your 
natural resources are very 
rich.” He urged the Nagas 
to march ahead stating that 

time doesn’t wait for any-
one.

Acharya said: “I have 29 
workers in my garden (at the 
Raj Bhavan), out of which 
there is only one Naga. How 
many Nagas are ready to 

work?” Stating that Naga-
land was blessed with abun-
dant rainfall throughout the 
year, he said the agricultural 
produce should also cor-
respond with the rainfall, in 
terms of abundance.

However, the governor 
lamented that Nagaland 
falls short in spite of its 
rich land. He narrated an 
instance that happened 
when he visited Nagaland 
University in Lumami. Ach-
arya said that the students 
demanded a truck. When 
questioned about its pur-
pose, the students said that 
they have to go to Assam 
to buy vegetables and they 
need a truck to transport the 
food items.

“What a shame!” Ach-
arya exclaimed.

The governor also inau-
gurated the exhibition stalls 
and released books about 
the recent achievements of 
ICAR- Nagaland centre from 
2014-2018.

The joint director of 
ICAR- Nagaland centre, 
DJ Rajkhowa, highlighted 
some activities of the ICAR 
in Nagaland. The activities 
undertaken by ICAR include 
fishery, animal husbandry, 
horticulture, poultry, pig-
gery, training and demon-
stration on value added 

agricultural crops, capacity 
building programmes, and 
organic farming among 
others. He promised to con-
tinue with the efforts and 
provide required assistance 
to the farmers.

MK Mero, the principal 
secretary of Veterinary and 
Animal Husbandry in Na-
galand also gave a brief note 
about the activities in Na-
galand. He said that Naga-
land contributes about 30% 
of Gross Domestic Prod-
uct from agriculture to the 
country and saw a growth 
rate of 6-7% in recent years.

Mero said that the farm-
ers can increase their in-
come by introducing scien-
tific knowledge inputs and 
allied activities in agricul-
ture. “Our land is rich but 
we need to learn scientific 
knowledge and step up our 
activities to earn more reve-
nue and double the income 
of the farmers,” he said. 

The programme was 
attended by farmers from 
various districts of the state 
and the officials from ICAR. 

Kohima, May 8 (PTI): With just two days left to file 
nominations, opposition Naga People's Front (NPF) 
today selected its candidate for the bypoll to the lone 
Lok Sabha seat of Nagaland, while the ruling People's 
Democratic Alliance is likely to choose its consensus 
nominee tomorrow.

The by-election would be held on May 28 and the last 
date for filing nomination is May 10.

The NPF's central executive council decided to field 
C Apok Jamir in the election, party sources said.

The ruling People's Democratic Alliance comprising 
the Nationalist Democratic Progressive Party (NDDP), 
the BJP, the Nationalist People s Party and Independ-
ents would be deciding on their consensus candidate 
tomorrow.

NDPP secretary general Abu Metha told PTI that the 
PDA leaders will meet tomorrow and decide whether or 
not to field consensus candidate for the by-poll.

The by-election was necessitated due to resignation 
of Neiphiu Rio as the MP who contested and won the 
state Assembly elections held in February and became 
the chief minister. His party NDPP joined hands with the 
BJP to oust the 15-year-old reign of the NPF from power.

Returning Officer for the by-poll, M Patton, said no 
nomination was filed till today since May 3, the first day 
of filing nomination papers. 

Imphal, May 8 (IANS): Con-
gress leaders in Manipur on 
Tuesday demanded a clarifi-
cation from Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on reports that 
there will some autonomy for 
Nagas in Manipur after a final 
agreement on the vexed Naga 
problem is signed.

R.N. Ravi, the Centre's in-
terlocutor, told a newspaper 
recently that the government 
was pretty close to finalising the 
Naga Peace accord.

One report said that there 
will be an autonomous Naga 
territorial council in Naga-
majority areas of Manipur and 
Arunachal Pradesh. The news 
sparked protests in Manipur.

Former Congress MLA N. 
Bijoy told the media on Tues-
day that Modi should not do 
anything that may affect the 
social and political scenario in 
Manipur.

Laisom Ibomcha, another 
former legislator, said: "What 
was published based on the 
disclosure of the central in-
terlocutor is against the well-

known stand of the Congress.
"The merger agreement 

signed between the Centre and 
Manipur should be remem-
bered while signing an agree-
ment that will affect Manipur."

R.K. Anand of Congress 
said that the proposed agree-
ment should not be finalised 
on communal lines. "What had 
transpired is a mockery of the 
people of Manipur. Manipur 
had been granted a Part C sta-
tus and a territorial council was 
constituted.

"Manipur could demand 
a Kashmir-like status under 
the provisions of the merger 
agreement." He also demanded 
a categorical clarification by 
Modi, calling it a very serious 
issue.

Talks have been going on 
for years between the Central 
government and Naga outfit 
NSCN-IM, which wants the 
unification of the "land of the 
Nagas" by slicing off Naga-
inhabited areas of Assam, Aru-
nachal Pradesh and Manipur to 
form a Greater Nagaland. 

Dimapur, May 8 (EMN): Even dif-
ferent political parties have jus-
tified the recent appointments 
made to the People’s Democratic 
Alliance (PDA), the Nagaland Public 
Rights Awareness and Action Forum 
(NPRAAF) on Tuesday clarified that 
it was not against the appointments 
made ‘to coordinate between ruling 
alliance party’. 

A press release from the group 
stated that the government could 
appoint more PDA members if 
deemed necessary. “NPRAAF only 
oppose the unconstitutional rank 
accorded to the party functionaries 
as cabinet ministers and minister of 
state with salary, allowances, perks 
and other facilities – which comes 
directly within the purview of sec 
21 IPC.”

According to the group, the re-

cent appointments were against the 
Supreme Court’s ruling of July 26, 
2017 which stated that Article 194 
does not authorise the state legisla-
tive to create office of profit even by 
legislation. 

The government’s  action 
‘amounts to outwitting the constitu-
tional mandate contained in Article 
164 (1A)  which was adopted with a 
view to minimise the expenditure 
on office of profit’, it stated.   

The NPRAAF will never the ‘en-
dorse’ the state government to use 
the state exchequer ‘at will to spon-
sor the PDA members or any “con-
stitutionally unsanctioned post” at 
a time when the state government 
is in deep financial crisis, the group 
asserted. 

“NPRAAF has asked for de-
tail information from the chief 

secretary office as well as parlia-
mentary affairs, about the powers 
and functions of the backdoor 
ministers (sic), and salary, perks 
and allowances paid including any 
other facilities provided to the non-
legislators made ministers from 
backdoor (sic) and under which 
provision of law they were given the 
rank and status of ministers,” the 
group informed.

It also suggested that it would 
be in the best interest of the state 
government to ‘cancel, suspend 
or rectify’ the appointment letters 
immediately ‘and serve the people 
meaningfully rather than  engaging 
itself in legal confrontation which 
will ultimately affect even  the ap-
pointment of advisors  who are be-
reft of cabinet and minister rank and 
status even as elected legislators’.

Bengaluru, May 8 (IANS): In a state-
ment that is bound to ruffle the 
feathers in the opposition, Congress 
President Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday 
said he would become the Prime 
Minister if the Congress emerges 
as the largest party in the 2019 Lok 
Sabha polls. He also said that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi will not be 
the Prime Minister again.

"Well that depends... that de-
pends on how well the Congress 
does. I mean... the Congress, if it's 
the biggest party, yes," he said in 
reply to a question at an interaction 
with eminent citizens here.

This is the second time Rahul 
Gandhi has expressed his readiness 
to be the Prime Minister if the Con-
gress gets a majority in next year's 
Lok Sabha polls. 

In September last year, speaking 
to students in Berkley, he had said 
that he was "absolutely ready" to 
be the Prime Minister. The state-
ment assumes significance in the 
context of parties that want to keep 
equi-distance from both the BJP and 
Congress and are working for a Third 
Front or Federal Front, which would 
not want to work under Gandhi. 

Dimapur, May 8 (EMN): 
The legislators of opposi-
tion party, the Naga Peo-
ple’s Front (NPF) have 
announced they will not 
attend a meeting of the 
Political Affairs Commit-
tee because “was not con-
vened by the appropriate 
authority”.

A statement from Im-
kong L Imchen on behalf 
of the NPF legislature par-
ty stated the chief secre-
tary of Nagaland, Temjen 
Toy had on April 30 issued 
a circular informing about 
the PAC meeting with all 
tribe hohos on May 11 at 
the state banquet hall ‘to 
discuss issues concerning 
the on-going peace talk 
and the women reser-
vation policies for ULBs 
among others’.

Again, it stated, the 
commissioner and secre-
tary of Nagaland Legisla-
tive Assembly Secretariat, 
N Benjamin Newmai is-
sued a ‘bulletin part- II 
that political affairs com-
mittee meeting with all 
legislators will be held 

on May 9  to discuss the 
way forward toward early 
settlement of the Naga 
Political issue’.

“In the past, the rul-
ing party use to officially 
communicate to the op-
position for fixing such a 
meeting and the Speaker 
being neutral used to con-
vene the meeting. 

In the last concluded 
Budget Session in March 
2018, the leader of the 
opposition TR Zeliang re-
quested the Speaker of the 
Assembly to convene the 
meeting of the Legislator 
Forum for Naga political 
issue. 

“However, the meet-
ing was not convened by 
the appropriate authority. 
Therefore, the NPF legis-
lature party is constraint 
to express our inability to 
attend the said meeting 
without routing through 
the appropriate authority 
that is the Speaker, more-
over no formal intimation 
was communicated to the 
leader of the opposition 
hitherto,” it read. 

Dimapur, May 8 (EMN): The 
National Health Mission 
(NHM), Nagaland unit on 
Tuesday signed a memo-
randum of understanding 
(MoU) with the Imphal-
based SKY Hospital to pro-
vide free quality care and 
surgical services to children 
born with congenital heart 
disease (CHD).

T h i s  w a s  i n f o r m e d 
through a press release from 
the state’s department of 
Health and Family Welfare. 
Children, aged below 18, di-
agnosed with congenital car-
diac disease will be provided 
cardiac surgeries under the 

Rashtriya Bal Swasthya Kar-
yakram (RBSK), it informed. 

The MoU was signed by 
Dr. Kevichusa Medikhru, the 
mission director of National 
Health Mission, Nagaland on 
behalf of the state govern-
ment and Dr. Shyamkishore 
Lairikyengbam, the chair-
man of SKY Hospital, Imphal 
on behalf of the agency in 
the presence of officials from 
both parties. 

“Children detected with 
congenital heart diseases 
(CHD) by the RBSK Mobile 
Health Teams or during rou-
tine screening at District 
Hospitals will be referred 

to SKY Hospital for further 
management and surgery.  
It may be mentioned that 
RBSK is an initiative to im-
prove child survival and 
quality of life. 

“It was implemented in 
the state in the year 2013 
for screening of children 
within the age-group of 0-18 
years for the 4Ds: Defect at 
Birth, Deficiencies, Diseases 
and Developmental Delays 
and Disabilities. Under this 
scheme children within the 
targeted age group will be 
provided free services as per 
the RBSK model costing,” the 
statement read. 

New Delhi, May 8 (PTI): Being sur-
rounded by books is a matter of routine 
for civil services aspirants, but Sreenath 
K, a coolie who cleared the written test 
of the Kerala Public Service Commis-
sion, the preparation is just about his 
phone and earphones as he goes about 
his job.

Sreenath has been earning his 
livelihood carrying heavy luggage at 
Ernakulam Junction in Kerala for the 
past five years.

Unlike his colleagues, he deftly bal-
ances the luggage on his shoulders and 
listens to his digital coursework at the 

same time - his teachers speaking to 
him through the earphones.

A high school pass-out, he takes ad-
vantage of the free WiFi Internet service 
available at Ernakulam station to learn.

"I have appeared thrice for the exam 
and this is the first time I used the WiFi 
at the station. What I do is put on my 
earphones and listen to the study mate-
rial as I carry the luggage or solve ques-
tionnaires in my mind. This way I can 
study while I work. I revise all my work 
at night when I get free time," Sreenath 
told PTI over phone.

The WiFi service, launched in 2016 

as part of Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di's Digital India initiative, provides free 
Internet to passengers under Railwire, 
the retail broadband distribution model 
of RailTel Corporation of India Limited.

As of May 2018, at least 685 railway 
stations have been equipped with WiFi 
technology across the country, with the 
Indian Railways setting a target of pro-
viding this facility at all 8,500 stations 
by March 2019 at a cost of Rs 700 crore.

Sreenath hails from Munnar, a town 
in the Western Ghats mountain range. 
The name Munnar is believed to mean 
"three rivers", referring to its location at 

the confluence of Mudhirapuzha, Nal-
lathanni and Kundaly rivers.

Ernakulam is the nearest major rail-
way station from Munnar.

He said the free WiFi service at the 
station opened up opportunities for 
him he never thought were available in 
the first place - reams of practice ques-
tion papers, downloadable at a speed 
of 20-40 mbps, easy access to online ex-
amination forms, and above everything 
else, he saves money on books.

If he qualifies for KPSC after in-
terview, he is likely to be a village field 
assistant under the land revenue de-

partment.
"I will keep studying. While I work as 

a coolie because I have the pressure of 
running my house, I will keep studying 
and appearing for exams. If I appear 
for enough exams, I am bound to get a 
good job," Sreenath said.

He has also applied for exams ad-
vertised recently by the railways for 
62,000 Group D posts of trackman, cab-
inman, leverman, pointsman, gangman 
and others.

"What is my ideal job? A person of 
some authority to change things in my 
village maybe," he said.

Telangana Chief Minister K. 
Chandrasekhar Rao has already met 
leaders including West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Banerjee and 
DMK's M.K. Stalin in efforts to tie up 
a Federal Front of parties. 

Replying to a question whether 
Modi could become Prime Minister 
again, Gandhi said: "I am pretty 
convinced that Modi is not going to 
be the Prime Minister... I can see it 
on his face. He knows it." 

Reacting to his remarks, BJP 
spokesperson Sambit Patra said: 
"As far as Rahul Gandhi's desire to 
become the Prime Minister is con-

cerned, that comes with a sense of 
amusement to us.

"It has an entertainment value... 
He, earlier as the Vice President of 
the party, had been responsible for 
Congress election disaster and as 
President of Congress also. Election 
after election, a string of elections, 
he has lost for the Congress," he said. 

He said Rahul Gandhi would go 
down in history as the party leader 
who has faced the highest number 
of defeats. "The PM is right about 
Rahul, this election is a fight be-
tween 'naamdars' and ‘kaamdars'," 
Patra said. 
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Kiphire and Longleng planning boards 
deliberate on upgrade of offices in districts

Yimchungrü Baptist Church organises men’s seminarWSKH cautions against hampering 
4-lane construction works

RMSA conduct  
workshop for teachers 

Four brothers conferred with ‘clerical habit’ 

Resource persons along with the participants during the workshop in Kohima on may 7.

V Kashiho Sangtam chairing the DPDB meeting  at the DC’s conference hall in Kiphire on May 8.

Zhimkiuru Baptist Church fathers during the three-day seminar.

Bishop James and other priests with the newly inducted brothers at Good Shepherd  Seminary on May 6.

WEATHER IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 19.6 15.2 17.1 92 44.4

ZBT 19.3 7.5 15.5 83 18.4

MON 26.2 19 18.1 83 53

TUENSANG 19 16 14 82 38

MKG 24.1 12.2 7.5 39 2.1

KIPHIRE 21.2 16.8 19.7 95 9.8

SECHÜ ZUBZA 23 18 18.5 77 NIL

TSEMINYU 24.6 15.2 19.5 82 7

JALUKIE 32 19 21.7 100 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 24.8 20.6 22.4 93 38

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

NLA estimates committee convenes meeting  
The commissioner-secretary of Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly (NLA) has informed that the first meeting of the 
committee on estimates (2018-2019) has been scheduled 
on May 22 at 11 am in the committee room of Assembly 
Secretariat in Kohima. The meeting has been convened to 
take stock of works and to chalk out the work programme 
for 2018-2019. All the members have been requested to 
attend the meeting positively.

SCERT to host 1st teachers 
educators’ conference
The department of State Council of Educational Research 
and Training (SCERT) will be hosting the 1st all nagaland 
teacher educators conference on May 10 at 10 am in the 
SIEMAT conference hall, SCERT. Advisor for IPR, SCERT and 
Village Guards, Toshi Wungtong will be the guest speaker.

Govt. drivers to attend zonal 
conference in Imphal
The All Nagaland Government Drivers’ Association (ANGDA) 
will be attending the All India Government Drivers’ 
Federation (AIGDF) of Northeast zonal conference on May 
12 at State Academy of Training Hall, Takyelpat in Imphal, 
Manipur. The conference will be held under the theme 
“Essential knowledge and responsibility of the drivers for 
the purpose of development of the state.” 

TNAI of Wokha to observe 
International Nurse Day 
The Trained Nurses Association of India (TNAI) of Wokha unit 
will be observing an International Nurses Day onMay 12 at 
10 am at Dr. MM District Hospital conference hall in Wokha. 
The association will be also having a general conference on 
the same say. All the nurses under Wokha district have been 
requested to attend along with membership fee and other 
contributions. It is also informed that action will be taken 
against the absentees.

Career guidance for Zapami students
The Zapami Village Council and Zapami Students’ Union 
will be organising a career guidance, counselling and 
interaction programme of EAC 2016 batch probationers 
with the Zapami village Development Board team on May 
12 in Heritage Hall at Zapami village under Phek district. All 
the students from class 7 and above have been requested 
to attend the programme.

WCH to hold general assembly
The Western Chakhesang Hoho (WCH) will be holding its 
general assembly on May 12 at 10 am at Chakhesang Hoho 
building near Chakhesang Baptist Church in Dimapur. All 
unit representatives are requested to attend the same. 
UNB-Naga Colony Council convenes emergency meeting
The United North Block-Naga Colony Council of Burma 
Camp has convened an emergency general meeting on May 
12 at 10 am at Orchid Ground, Naga-Colony in Burma Camp. 
All the residents have been requested to attend.

Industrial village Razhüphe call meeting
The Village Council Industrial Village Razhüphe has called 
a meeting on May 12 at 11 am at the head GB (TL Angami) 
residence in Dimapur. The meeting has been called for 
the upcoming golden jubilee celebration of the village 
council. VCMs, VDBs, mothers’ unit, advisors, and vigilance 
committee members are requested to attend.

TWUD to celebrate women’s day
The Tenyimi Women Union Dimapur (TWUD) will be 
celebrating Tenyimi women’s day on May 26 in Jotsoma 
Community Hall at Kuda Village ‘A’ Khel in Dimapur. All the 
Tenyimi tribal hoho presidents of Dimapur, Tenyimi Union 
Dimapur, Tenyimi Youth Organization Dimapur, Tenyimi 
Students’ Union Dimapur, senior leaders and weel wishers 
are invited to the programme. For further information, one 
may contact president and general secretary at 7085615276 
or 7085673023 respectively.

Chakhesang Youth Front to meet
The Chakhesang Youth Front (CYF) will be holding a 
coordination meeting with all the villages, town and area 
youth organizations under the Chakhesang inhabited areas 
of Phek district, on May 11 at 9 am in Vamuzo Memorial 
Hall at Chozuba town; May 11 at 1 pm at Tourist Lodge in 
Pfutsero town; and May 12 at 10 am at Phek Town Council 
Hall in Phek. President and secretary or two representatives 
from each area are requested to compulsorily attend the 
meeting.

Dimapur NDPP cancels meeting
The general secretary for Nationalist Democratic Progressive 
Party (NDPP) Dumapur region has informed that the 
meeting which was scheduled to be held on May 9 at 6 pm 
has been cancelled. The meeting has been cancelled due to 
prior engagements of the tour team. 

NEWS IN BRIEF

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) of Nagaland youth wing led by its president, K Vikuho Dominic along with national president of BJP youth 
wing, Poonam Mahajan called on the chief minister of Manipur Biren Singh.

Young with old

council for Seyochung 
town. 

Superintendent of po-
lice, Kiphire, Imnalensa 
highlighted the need to 
have police outpost in 
various important loca-
tions as per the proposal 
in order to help and sup-
port administration and 
maintain law and order. 

Giving a brief report 
about implementation 
of ‘Gram Swaraj Abhiy-
an,’ additional deputy 
commissioner, Kumar 
Ramnikant informed that 

the programme was a 
convergence of various 
schemes where 41 Vil-
lages from Kiphire has 
been selected. 

Department reports 
were presented by district 
evaluation office of R&B, 
Medical department, So-
cial Welfare, Education 
and NST.

Longleng DPDB also 
conducted its monthly 
meeting on May 7 in the 
DC’s conference hall.

Deputy Commission-
er who is also the vice 

chairman of DPDB, John 
Tsulise Sangtam informed 
about bye-election and 
enforcement of model 
code of conduct in the 
state. For the stated rea-
son, he has directed offic-
ers to be aware and alert 
to ensure that model code 
of conduct is not violated 
in the district. He also 
directed the heads of the 
departments to furnish 
their correct incumbency 
list with full particulars 
along with their attached 
vehicles to the DEO office 

on or before May 10. Dc 
also urged the HoDs to 
ensure that their vehicles 
are kept in good condi-
tions for election duty 
and to avoid the list of 
officers and officials who 
are going to retire within 
a period of six months in 
the incumbency list for 
election duty. On shortage 
of vehicles and manpower 
being reported during the 
last general elections, he 
informed the officers not 
to repeat the same mis-
takes for the forthcoming 

bye election.  
In connection with 

proposal submitted by 
the Phom Peoples’ Coun-
cil regarding the chopper 
service in the district, 
the representative of the 
NST department high-
lighted in detail about 
the schedules of chopper 
service from Dimapur 
to Longleng. The board 
decided to forward the 
matter to the concerned 
department to resume 
the chopper service in 
the district for the wel-
fare of the public, update 
from DPRO stated.

 The board also dis-
cussed for urgent up-
gradation of Post Office 
Longleng and Tamlu and 
the grievances faced by 
the public especially 
beneficiaries and farm-
ers under Longleng and 
Tamlu who are applying 
for opening of new ac-
counts in the post office. 
The board forwarded the 
matter to the department 
concerned for urgent up-
gradation of the two post 
offices for the welfare of 
the district.

The CDPO Longleng 
and Tamlu presented the 
department activities.

Dimapur, May 8 (EMN): 
The Western Sumi Kuka-
mi Hoho (WSKH) while 
appreciating the ongoing 
works of 4-lane high-
way between Dimapur 
and Kohima, said that 
the hoho will not tol-
erate any organisation 
or individual creating 
any sort of problem that 
will hamper the ongoing 
works within its jurisdic-
tion.  

WSKH stated that 

the resolution to felici-
tate smooth execution 
of highway construction 
works within its jurisdic-
tion was adopted in its 
meeting held on May 7 
last.

Stating that the 4-lane 
Highway would be bene-
ficial for the entire popu-
lace of the state, the hoho 
urged all sections of Naga 
society to encourage for 
timely completion of the 
project. Dimapur, May 8 (EMN): The Yim-

chungrü Baptist Church of Ko-
hima organised and sponsored 
the Zhimkiurü Baptist Church 

men’s seminar from May 4 to 6. The 
seminar was held under the theme 
“Fathers’ responsibility.’

The resource persons for the 

programme were president of 
YBBA and pastor of YBCK, Longri 
Nungti and dy. director of Agricul-
ture, Deacon Showuba. 

the love of Christ.’ 
“We are all called for 

the enduring love. We 
have all had a share in 
the fullness of God’s love 
by the commitment we 
make to one another,” 
bishop remarked.

Bishop stressed on 
three aspects of com-
mitment— permanent, 
faithful,  and fruitful. 

Permanence, he said 
is a call for continuous 
dying to oneself and ris-
ing in ever greater holi-
ness daily and lifelong 
and to be faithful is to 
be united in the per-
sons of the trinity and in 
Christ’s spousal love for 
the church.  This will en-
able a person to express 
the gift by total conse-

cration of their lives in 
single-hearted love of 
a generous ministry, he 
said.

Bishop opined that 
fruitfulness marks the 
vocation to commitment 
in the church and fruit-
fulness is God’s love. He 
assured prayerful sup-
port to the newly vested 
brothers and called upon 

the congregation to pray 
for them.

The newly  vested 
brothers were facilitated 
by the inmates of Good 
Shepherd Seminary with 
songs and steps. 

Rev. Fr. Chacko, the 
director of Shalom and 
Rev. Fr. Tom also con-
gratulated and exhorted 
the brothers. 

Dimapur, May 8 (EMN): 
Four Brothers, namely—
Albert Renao (Diocese 
of Kohima), Barnabas 
and Bitto Baby (Miao 
diocese) and Peter Soude 
(Archdiocese of Imphal) 
were vested  with ‘clerical 
habit’ at Good Shepherd 
Seminary on May 6 in 
the presence of priests, 
b r o t h e r s  a n d  s i s t e r, 
friends and relatives. 

A press release from 
received here on Tuesday 
informed that the oc-
casion was solemnized 
with the Holy Mass pre-
sided over by Bishop 
James. 

At the commence-
ment, bishop thanked Fr. 
Sunny Joseph, the rector 
of Good Shepherd Semi-
nary and formatters for 
guiding the brothers. He 
also thanked the parents 
and relatives for offering 
their children at the serv-
ice of the Lord.  

Bishop congratulated 
the brothers for ‘boldly 
coming forward to get 
vested in clerical habit,’ 
which is a step for the 
stage of formation to 
priesthood. 

Emphasizing on the 
w o rd  ‘c o m m i t m e n t ,’ 
bishop said ‘it is a total 
surrender one makes to 

Dimapur, May 8 (EMN):  
T h e  Ra s h t r i y a  Ma d -
hyamik Shiksha Abhi-
yan (RMSA) organised 
a workshop for science 
and mathematics teach-
ers of secondary schools 
on May 7 and 8th at the 
State College of Teach-
er Education’s (SCTE) 
Multipurpose Hall  in 
Kohima. A press release 
from the RMSA on Mon-
day informed that the 
training was conducted 

in collaboration with 
SCTE.

The training pro-
gramme was conducted 
to arm the teachers with 
the latest strategies in 
managing the subject 
matters and to help their 
teaching motivating and 
interesting.

The programme fo-
cused in connecting 
school based knowledge 
to life outside school, to 
make learning of science 

and mathematics a joyful 
and meaningful activity, 
nurturing a spirit of en-
quiry and creativity, love 
for science and math-
ematics and effective use 
of technology amongst 
children, and to encour-
age those who show an 
inclination and talent 
for the subjects by sup-
porting them to heights 
of academic excellence 
and research, the press 
release informed.

Dimapur, May 8 (EMN): 
Kiphire District Planning 
D e v e l o p m e n t  B o a rd 
(DPDB) conducted its 
monthly meeting on May 
8 at deputy commisio-
iner’s conference hall. 

Charing the meeting 
Minister of Soil and Wa-
ter Conservation, Geol-
ogy & Mining, V Kashiho 
Sangtam who is also and 
the chairman of DPDB, 
shared his vision for the 
development of Kiphire 
district. He urged the of-
ficers posted in Kiphire to 
come up with innovative 
ideas and suggestions 
which is feasible for the 
development. 

The chairman said 
that DPDB been an im-
portant decision-making 
body for overseeing de-
velopment in the dis-
trict it was paramount 
for board members to 
participate. 

According to DPRO 
report, some of the agen-
das discussed during the 
meeting were setting of 
police outpost and crea-
tion of posts at Seyoc-
hung, Khongsa, Kiusam 
and Sitimi, opening of 
district soil office in Seyo-
chung town, and town 
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Himato Zhimomi and members of IRCS Nagaland Branch pose for a group photo during the World Red Cross Day celebration in Kohima on May 8.

Keneikrul, forest ranger and officer in-charge of Puliebadze & Blyth’s Tragopan Conservation & Breeding Centre, Kohima, along with village council, teachers, student, and 
youth of Razhaphe Base village during the tree plantation drive at Razhaphe Basa village on May 8.  

Prof RC Gupta speaking at the inaugural 
programme of capacity building programme at NU 
Meriema on May 8.

A creation of Renn Mhombemo Kikon from rocks and pebbles.
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Capacity building for social 
science teachers underway 

ZPON flays ‘proposed’ diversion of SRDP fund

ENSF demands quality workmanship

Stone artist looks beyond the conventional 

Red Cross members urged to venture beyond healthcare activities
STATE

Rejuvenating environment 

Church Kohima, Anun-
gla Chang, and a special 
numbers were presented 
by students of Mt. Sinai 
Higher Secondary School 
and Bayavü Hill High 
School. IRCSN manag-
ing committee member, 
Kekhwewe Sekhamo, 
delivered welcome ad-
dress and IRCSN manag-
ing committee member, 
John Kath, tendered vote 

of thanks.
Pfutsero: Pfutsero unit of 
the Red Cross Society has 
observed the World Red 
Cross Day at Pfutsero 
Government College on 
May 8, where Maj. LP 
Khongsai, OC 9th As-
sam Rifles, Pfutsero, was 
the speaker of the pro-
gramme.

The speaker intro-
duced Henry Dunant, 

founder of the Red Cross, 
and the humanitarian 
objectives of the organi-
sation. And along that 
theme, he also shed light 
on the humanitarian ef-
forts of the Indian army.

Students of Pfutsero 
Government College, 
Union Christian School, 
Baptist School, Tewelhi 
Medo Tyrannus Higher 
Secondary School, Naza-

reth School and Cha-
khesang Mission Higher 
Secondary School have 
participated in the pro-
gramme.
Kiphire: Kiphire unit of 
the Indian Red Cross So-
ciety has observed the 
Red Cross Day at Agape 
School, Kiphire, which 
was marked with the 
launching of Junior Red 
Cross by the unit honour-

Dimapur, May 8 (EMN): 
Zeliang People’s Organi-
zation Nagaland (ZPON) 
has expressed dismay 
over the alleged attempt 
of the new PDA govern-
ment to divert the Spe-
cial Road Development 
Programme (SRDP) fund 
2017-18, which were ap-
proved on February 3. 

ZPON, in a joint press 
statement issued by its 
president Kezin Zeliang 
and the general secre-
tary Kerang Dumtta, al-
leged that the proposed 
diversion attempt made 
available by the Chief 
Engineer (PWD) office 

included four projects 
under Peren district, 
which are very important 
and genuine needs of the 
district.

With the much hyped 
‘Change is coming’ slo-
gan, it stated that the 
people of Peren district 
too was looking forward 
for positive developmen-
tal changes from the new 
government. However, 
it lamented that the first 
change in Peren district 
had come as a ‘big blow,’ 
which has dashed the 
hope of the people of 
Peren district. 

The ZPON has de-

ary secretary Tsointhe 
Hony.

S p e a k i n g  a t  t h e 
launching programme, 
Tsointhe Hony highlight-
ed on the significance of 
the day and also shared 
on the history of the 
movement. Sharing on 
the emblem of Red Cross, 
he said many people are 
misusing the emblem for 
personal benefit which 
is wrong and punish-
able. He has encouraged 
the members to create 
awareness among the 
public. 

He also welcomed the 
Junior Red Cross mem-
bers to the organisation 
and appealed them to 
extend all possible help 
without expecting any-
thing in return. 

Altogether 10 mem-
bers took the pledge and 
enrolled as Junior Red 
Cross members along 
with two teacher men-
tors.
Wo k h a :  Wo k h a  o b -
served the World Red 
Cross Day at the district 

planning & machinery 
cell conference hall with 
Dr. Manazir J Samoon, 
deputy commissioner, 
as the guest of honour 
and Rev. Fr. Joseph TT, 
principal and rector of 
DBHSS, Wokha, as the 
theme speaker.

In his address, the DC 
encouraged the mem-
bers to continue work-
ing toward the society 
in saving and promoting 
life for peace without 
religion, sex, caste and 
cultural differences. 

He also urged the 
youth to promote peace 
by joining the move-
ment.

Rev. Fr. Joseph TT has 
instilled upon the stu-
dents, youths and volun-
teers of the district to be 
a giver in saving life by 
synchronising the body, 
mind and soul. He said 
youths have the ability 
to give life by donating 
blood.

He further encour-
aged them to spread love, 
peace and joy.

Dimapur, May 8 (EMN): 
Eastern Naga Students’ 
Federation (ENSF) has 
appealed to all the govern-
ment departments, com-
panies, firms, and con-
tractors to deliver quality 
workmanship while ex-
ecuting any development 
projects within its juris-
diction.

In a joint statement, 
ENSF vice president, Man-
pang Wangyen, and the 
assistant general secretary, 
Kumcho Yimchunger, stat-
ed that for the past good 
number of years the East-
ern Nagaland had been 
neglected and turned into 
a freestyle zone for de-
partments, companies, 
firms, and contractors etc 

without delivering quality 
works. 

The federation, while 
acknowledging the state 
government for showing 
keen interest to develop 
the most neglected and 
backward areas of the 
state, expressed believe 
that it would not only de-
veloped Eastern Nagaland 
but also facilitates the “Act 
East Policy” of the Govern-
ment of India. 

It lamented that suc-
cessive governments had 
failed the people of East-
ern Nagaland thereby re-
sulting in pathetic and 
pitiable condition in all the 
developmental sectors. 

Taking strong note of 
the poor quality in devel-

opmental activities par-
ticularly in Eastern Naga-
land, the federation has 
warned the concerned 
contractors and depart-
ments that it would not 
compromise on the qual-
ity of workmanship under 
any circumstances. The 
federation has directed all 
concerned contractors, 
firms and any company 
engaged with any projects 
in the Eastern jurisdiction 
to execute the work as per 
Details Project Reports 
(DPR) without any disre-
pute.

The federation has 
warned to initiated its own 
course of action if any con-
cerned fails to abide with 
the DPR.   

Esther Verma
Dimapur, May 8 (EMN): 
For some artists, the first 
rule of art would never be 
to use the word “cannot” 
as it kills creativity. For 
artist Renn Mhonbemo 
Kikon the word does not 
exist. 

Kikon is not just or-
dinary “paint and brush 
artist” but somebody who 
likes to think out of the 
box. Her skill for framing 
stone art and wood work 
started to take form one 
day during her college 
days when Kikon, being 
the “spendthrift” that she 
was could not afford to 
buy gifts for her loved ones 
during special occasions. 

“Gifting is something 
through which we can 
express our feelings and 
emotions to our loved 
ones,” she says when 
asked what inspired her to 
take this art form. She re-
vealed that she was always 
filled with “regrets” for not 
being able to present any-
one with gifts. 

“Through my own im-
agination, I decided to 
express these emotions in 
a unique way and make 
my loved ones happy,” she 
expressed. 

Originally hailing from 
Bhandari in Wokha, she 
speaks passionately of the 
love and concern she has 
for the rural section of Na-
galand. “The villagers are 
less privileged in today’s 
advanced generation. 
Born and brought up in 
a small town surrounded 
by many neighbouring vil-

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, May 8 (EMN): 
Commemorating the 
World Red Cross Day, the 
Indian Red Cross Society, 
Nagaland Branch has or-
ganised a programme on 
the theme “Everywhere 
for everyone, smile” at 
Red Cross complex, Ko-
hima, on May 8.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, commissioner and 
secretary of health and 
family welfare, Himato 
Zhimomi, acknowledged 
the initiatives of the Red 
Cross Society in Naga-
land, which mainly com-
prises of the aged peo-
ple. He however, stressed 
on the need for passing 
the baton to the younger 
generation. 

Emphasising that ac-
tivities of the Red Cross 
Society should not only 
be directed towards con-
ducting medical  and 
blood donations camps 
or extending help dur-
ing calamities, Zhimomi 
suggested they should 
also try to engage in over-

coming the conflict situ-
ation, especially the reso-
lution of Naga political 
issue as the unresolved 
political problem has 
been keeping the state in 
conflict situation. 

Zhimomi suggested 
that the society should 
also involve in inculcat-
ing good values among 
the youngsters as HIV 
epidemic is still very high 
in the state coupled with 
high incidences of Sexu-
ally Transmitted Infec-
tion (STI) among chil-
dren in the age group of 
10-14 years.

He maintained that 
the Red Cross is a right 
movement to take up 
conflict issues in Naga 
society and also urged 
the members to reju-
venate and bring about 
egalitarian changes in 
Naga society.

IRCSN vice chairman 
Dr. S Imkong Tushi Ao 
has presided over the 
programme,  whi le  a 
prayer was said by pas-
tor of  Chang Baptist 

their responsibilities with dedication. 
Stating that teachers also required con-
stant motivation and regular mental, 
emotional and spiritual rejuvenation, 
she expressed hope that teachers, with 
new perspectives and approaches of 
research and their capacity, would 
grow and strengthened through the 
programme. 

Gracing the programme as the 
chief guest, Prof. RC Gupta, Pro-Vice 
Chancellor, NU, opined that there is a 
gap in demand and supply in educa-
tion due to the challenges faced by 
the educators with the change of time. 
He, therefore, said capacity building 
is to fill the gap and make a balance 
whereby the teachers can hone their 
skills and knowledge and increase their 
self-efficiency.

He also reminded the scholars 
that if one wants to progress in life, 
one must develop the capacity to go 
through failures and also to develop 
the resistance that failure should not 
be an obstacle towards achieving the 
best outcome. 

Altogether thirty participants in-
cluding 20 from the fourteen states of 
India and 10 from Kohima are taking 
part in the two-week long programme 
covering various subjects viz. com-
merce, economics, education, busi-
ness, administration, physical educa-
tion, political science, psychology, 
teach education, Tenyidie and women 
studies.

lages, my concern grew for 
them each day,” she says 
describing what inspired 
her to name her venture 
“The villagers.”

Renn explains that she 
often ponders on how to 
improve the livelihood of 
the people living in the 
rural parts of the state. 

“I just want to bring 
them and make them part 
of the main stream econo-
my,” Renn admitted add-
ing she still has not been 
able to but hoped that 
with her small venture she 
can help in little ways as 

possible.
While many artists’ life 

revolves around their art, 
Renn could also just be the 
next Indian Administra-
tive Service officer. After 
getting a bachelor’s degree 
from St. Joseph’s College, 
Jakhama, and obtaining 
another master’s degree 
in English Literature from 
Patkai Christian College, 
Kikon recently completed 
her coaching classes for 
the upcoming UPSC ex-
ams. 

“This may sound a lit-
tle funny to some but I 

am a person who doesn’t 
believe in the saying ‘fo-
cus on one thing,’ which 
doesn’t work in the real 
sense. I always encour-
age myself to have back 
up plans which is why I 
choose to work on ‘The 
Villagers’ as I prepare for 
competitive exams.” 

It  is  not just  with 
mere imagination but 
also determination that 
this artist decided to have 
a go with her art. Like 
most parents in Naga-
land, Kikon revealed that 
her parents are no dif-
ferent when it comes to 
the idea of “obtaining a 
government job.” “Many 
of our Naga parents are 
obsessed with govern-
ment jobs. I wanted to be 
an example to those par-
ents belonging to this cat-
egory and help erase this 
obsession which is within 
them and also encourage 
my young talented Naga’s, 
she remarked adding that 
she would love to help 
and provide a platform 
of opportunity especially 
to the young high school 
drop outs.

While most youth 
these days complain 
of the lack of resources 
and infrastructure which 
leads to unemployment, 
Kikon firmly added that 
she does not want to use 
those things as excuses. “It 
sounds right at that time 
to say that there are no op-
portunities and lack of re-
sources but not if we think 
differently,” she explained 
adding that it was also her 

realisation to create her 
own platform which is 
making her dreams into 
a reality.

“In Nagaland accord-
ing to my little experience, 
the reason behind the lack 
of resources cannot be 
entirely because of the 
lack of manufacturing 
industries but looking into 
the scenario, resources 
will be available only if 
there are people to utilise 
them or if there is some-
one to demand for cer-
tain resources,” the artist 
pointed out hinting at how 
many young talents are 
wasting away in the state. 

This artist has no plans 
of limiting her artistic free-
dom anytime soon as she 
concludes by saying that 
even though her parents 
do not encourage her 
in the business sector, 
they do not discourage 
her in following her pas-
sion as well. “We must try 
to escape from the zone 
of thinking government 
jobs are the only real jobs 
available,” she said for 
which she expressed ap-
preciation to her parents 
and siblings in showing 
support.

The artist hopes that 
the youth will “go out and 
create” with the oppor-
tunities that lay before 
them not just depending 
on luck but also giving in 
“passion, devotion and 
effort.”

The artist can be con-
tacted at 8415980464 and 
on the email Thevillag-
ers18@gmail.com 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, May 8 (EMN): To develop 
research capabilities among young 
faculty members of social sciences and 
further bring out completed research 
into publishable material of high qual-
ity in the form of journal articles and 
book, a two week capacity building 
programme for social science faculty 
members got underway this morn-
ing at Nagaland University, Meriema 
Campus.

The programme, organised by the 
department of education and depart-
ment of teacher education, Kohima 
Campus, Meriema, would culminate 
on May 21. The programme is being 
fully sponsored by the Indian Council 
of Social Science Research (ICSSR), 
Ministry of Human resource Develop-
ment, Government of India.

Delivering the keynote address 
at the inaugural programme, Prof. 
Buno Liegise said the objectives of the 
programme was in conformity with 
UGC guidelines for capacity building 
programmes in the country with the 
focus on the development of research, 
capabilities and investigative skills.

Pointing out that there is no end to 
learning research methods and proce-
dures, Liegise underscored the need 
to learn and equip oneself with new 
ways of investigation and assessment. 
Stating that research and development 
forms a significant part of higher edu-
cation, she asserted that teachers need 
to engage in research activities not 
only for personal competence but for 
the sake of the society’s development. 

Teachers, she said, must be encour-
aged to engage in research with new 
sets of skills and renewed zest, which 
in today’s time undeniably has become 
paramount. 

While the need for research is ever 
growing with no dearth of research 
topics, Liegise, however, reminded that 
selection of the problem must be based 
on its importance and usefulness add-
ing it should never be done in a vague 
manner.

On review of literature, she remind-
ed the scholars on the importance of 
quality of literature and not on the 
quantity and also on the methodology 
one chooses as research tools, which 
would determine the quality, reliability 
and validity of the research.

Liegise also maintained that time 
has come to construct our own tools 
which are suitable to one’s setting and 
environment. As teaching profession is 
one of the most demanding vocations, 
Liegise remarked that teachers need 
continuous education and training 
in order to play their roles and fulfil 

manded to know on what 
ground and criteria the 
four projects were pro-
posed to be diverted. The 

four projects for Peren 
district selected under 
SRDP 2017-18 proposed 
to be diverted are :-

Sl.  
No Name of Works INR (in 

Lakhs)

1 Maintenance of road at Samziuram 
village Peren District 300.00

2
Construction of road from Hen-
ingkunglwa village to Dimapur-
Khupanala road 6 km Peren Dist.

60.00

3. Improvement of road at new Dis-
trict Headquarter Peren 100.00

4. Improvement of road from Peren - 
Tening - Nsong. Peren 150.00

the state, which was ex-
pected from a popular 
government. ZPON urged 
upon the government to 
honour and respect the 
decision already taken 
earlier so that common 
men do not lose faith in 
the system of govern-
ment.

Stating that diversion 
of the four projects from 
Peren, if effected, would 
deeply hurt the senti-
ments of the people of 
Peren district, ZPON has 
urged the government 
of the day should think 
twice before proposing 
for such diversion.

ZPON stated that the 
alleged proposed diver-

sion of fund would have 
negative precedence for 
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Meghalaya govt. to oppose 
Citizenship (Amendment) Bill

Tripura government attacking democratic acts — Manik Sarkar 

ASDC charges BJP 
of ‘hatching sinister 
conspiracy’ 

AR conducts community security meet at Chavangphai village Khonsa battalion 
apprehends NSCN 
(IM) cadre in 
Arunachal Pradesh

Tripura State Rifles jawan 
kills wife, children and self

Strategic airport in Sikkim 
to be inaugurated soon 

JPC conducts hearing in Silchar on Citizenship Bill

Shillong, May 8 (PTI): The 
Meghalaya Democratic Al-
liance (MDA) government 
today decided to oppose the 
Citizenship (Amendment) 
Bill, 2016, proposed by the 
Centre to make migrants of  
six communities eligible for 
citizenship of India.

The unanimous deci-
sion was taken at a Cabinet 
meeting chaired by Chief  
Minister Conrad K Sangma 
ahead of  the May 10 visit 
by the Joint Parliamentary 
Committee on the Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Bill, 
2016, to solicit views from 
the state government and 
stakeholders.

“The Cabinet has de-
cided to say no to the Citi-
zenship (Amendment) Bill, 
2016, proposed by the Cen-
tre after taking into consider-
ation and detailed discussion 
on the draft bill,” Deputy 
Chief  Minister Prestone 
Tynsong told reporters after 
the meeting.

Tynsong said that the 
Cabinet’s decision will be 
officially communicated to 
the Centre through the JPC, 
which will visit Meghalaya 
for two days from May 10.

T h e  C i t i z e n s h i p 
(Amendment) Bill, 2016, 
was introduced in the Lok 
Sabha to amend the Citizen-

ship Act, 1955.
A key amendment in 

the bill seeks to grant citi-
zenship to people without 
valid documents from mi-
nority communities -- Hin-
dus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, 
Parsis and Christians -- from 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh 
and Pakistan after six years 
of residence in India.

Asked the reason behind 
the decision by the Megha-
laya government in which 
the BJP is one of the coali-
tion partners, Tynsong said 
the Cabinet has decided to 
oppose the Bill as it does 
not serve the purpose of the 
people of the state, which is 

a small tribal one.
He said that the Bill is 

“dangerous” taking into con-
sideration that Meghalaya 
and the north eastern region 
is bound by Bangladesh, 
Nepal, China and Myanmar.

“This looks dangerous 
as a Christian or a Hindu 
once they are here for six 
years can become a citizen 
of India,” he added.

Meanwhile, NGOs in 
the state, including the Fed-
eration of Khasi-Jaintia and 
Garo People (FKJGP), has 
decided to stage a protest 
during the visit of  the JPC 
on the Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2016.

Agartala, May 8 (IANS): 
Former Tripura Chief  Min-
ister and CPI-M leader 
Manik Sarkar on Tuesday 
said the BJP government 
in the state was attacking 
democracy and democratic 
activities.

“They are trying to es-
tablish one party rule in 
Tripura,” Sarkar said after 
visiting an area where the 
West Trupura district ad-
ministration on Monday 
bulldozed seven offices of  
CPI-M and Congress as 
these were built on govern-
ment land.

West Tripura District 
Magistrate Milind Dharm-
rao Ramteke said on Tues-
day that they demolished 
three more party offices, 
one each of  the Commu-
nist Party of  India-Marxist 
(CPI-M), Congress and 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) -ffiliated Bharatiya 
Mazdoor Sangh (BMS).

“These three offices 
were built on government 
lands. Demolition of  party 
offices built on government 

Manik Sarkar

Assam Rifles along with the participants during the meeting on May 6 at Moreh.

 MIRROR CROSSWORD 1812SUD0KU 1652
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Capital of Tunisia
 6. Box
 10. Style of jazz singing
 14. Make amends
 15. Assistant
 16. Part of a stem
 17. Increase
 18. Wisp of smoke
 19. Operatic solo
 20. Shell fragments
 22. San ______ Mountains in 

California
 24. Sets a golf ball down ready to 

drive
 25. Type of cloud
 26. Iroquois tribe
 29. Muse of history (Greek 

mythology)
 30. David Copperfield character
 31. Airborne infantry
 37. Depressions (in something)
 39. According to
 40. Pertaining to the ebb and flow 

of oceans
 41. One who is ready for bed
 44. Singer/dancer ____ Falana
 45. Foray
 46. Money held by a 3rd party till 

commitments are met
 48. 16th century weapon
 52. Travel on water by wind
 53. Together for a common 

purpose
 54. Haloes
 58. Photocopy
 59. Possessing the necessary skills
 61. Steps used to cross fences
 62. Docile
 63. Sudden wind
 64. Not those
 65. Periods of history
 66. Conceits
 67. Donkeys 

DOWN
 1. ____ and feathers
 2. South west US state
 3. French for “Black”
 4. State of being unsatisfied
 5. Oozed
 6. Vaults
 7. Tablet
 8. “Much ___ About 

Nothing”
 9. Enlist
 10. Spectacular failure
 11. Forms reefs
 12. Farewell 
 13. Short-necked wild ducks

 21. Tide
 23. Lifeless or spiritless
 25. Humanitarian Barton or 

actress Bow
 26. Probabilities
 27. Christmas
 28. Sea eagle
 29. Statement of beliefs
 32. Small insect
 33. Fabrics treated with oil
 34. Smell
 35. City in California, ____ 

Alto
 36. Shredded cabbage
 38. Shopping _____

 42. Length or extent 
measured in yards

 43. Darling
 47. Midday nap
 48. Excessive eagerness
 49. Table used in worship
 50. Andes mountain animal
 51. Large nibbles
 52. Hard fats from the 

kidneys of sheep
 54. As well
 55. Untruths
 56. Consequence
 57. Observes
 60. Insect

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1651

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1811

lands would continue in 
the coming days as per the 
government’s decision,” 
Ramteke told the media.

According to Ramteke, 
who is also Additional Sec-
retary to Chief  Minister 
Biplab Kumar Deb, there 
were 104 such illegally-
constructed offices of  vari-
ous political parties in West 
Tripura district alone.

The demolition drive 
was carried out amid strong 
“objections and criticism” 

from the opposition, in-
cluding the CPI-M, Con-
gress and the Indigenous 
Nationalist Party of  Tripu-
ra (INPT), a tribal-based 
party.

Sarkar said after the 
announcement of  the Feb-
ruary 18 Assembly polls 
results on March 3, the BJP 
government continued its 
attacks on innocents, oppo-
sition partie and hundreds 
of  their party offices.

“Before demolition of  

party offices built 60-70 
years ago, the government 
should talk to the con-
cerned political parties. Al-
ternative arrangements of  
the bulldozed party offices 
can be done,” said Sarkar, 
who was accompanied by 
other senior party leaders.

“The BJP government 
has been trying to curb the 
rights of  the workers and 
working class people. These 
are extremely undemocrat-
ic,” remarked Sarkar, the 
Opposition leader in Tripura.

T h e  B J P  d e n i e d 
Sarkar’s allegations, saying 
these political party offices 
were constructed illegally 
on the government lands.

“In the constitution 
of  the CPI-M, there is no 
word called ‘democracy’, 
hence the Communist 
leaders should not speak 
about democracy. During 
Sarkar’s tenure, these politi-
cal party offices were built 
with the then ruling party’s 
support,” BJP spokesman 
Mrinal Kanti Deb told the 
media.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, May 8: The presi-
dent of  the Autonomous 
State Demand Committee 
(ASDC) of Diphu, Bidorsing 
Kro through a press release 
stated that, ‘it is fully aware of  
the conspiracy being hatched 
by Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) rule in Karbi Anglong 
Autonomous Council to 
murder democracy by refus-
ing to hold elections to the 
various town committee in 
Karbi Anglong.’

Kro further stated that, 
‘it was in the committee’s 
knowledge that an adhoc 
committee to rule various 
town committees will be 
formed, which will be head-
ed by members who had 
recently joined the BJP party.’

“These all has reflected 
the fascist character of  the 
RSS backed BJP party. The 
ASDC of Diphu Town area 
is determined to expose the 
sinister designs of  the BJP 
and will expose them. We 
will also make all efforts that 
elections be held accordingly 
and ensure that democracy 
is survived come what may,” 
the press release added.            

Dimapur, May 8 (EMN): 
The 11th Assam Rifles 
conducted a meeting on 
‘community security’ on 
May 6 at Chavangphai 
village at Moreh, the Teng-
noupal district in Mainpur. 
A press release from the 
AR informed about the 
event on Tuesday.

The meeting discussed 
about mutual importance 
and benefits for the security 
of  all communities in the 
village and society.

 It was also decided to 
organised tree plantation 
drive and a garbage dispos-
al plan at Moreh town and 
its neighbouring villages. 

The meeting also dis-
cussed about what it stated 
to be ‘illegal immigrants’ at 
Moreh town. 

The press release stated 
that the villagers unani-

Dimapur, May 8 (EMN): 
The Khonsa battalion of  
the Assam Rifles appre-
hended one National So-
cialist Council of  Nagaland 
(IM) at Longbu village of  
Tirap district in Arunachal 
Pradesh. 

 The person was identi-
fied as the worker’s ‘self  
styled rajapio,’ Kijen Thi-
aktey Wangsu. 

A press release from 
the battalion on Tuesday 
informed. 

The identified person 
was stated to have been 
admitted his allegiance to 
the group.

Agartala, May 8 (PTI): A Tripura State 
Rifles (TRS) jawan today allegedly shot 
dead his wife and two children before kill-
ing himself  with his service rifle at their 
residence at Malaynagar near the state 
capital Agartala, police said.

Manik Ghosh, 40, a naik of  the 1st 
battalion of  the TSR, a state para-military 
force, shot dead his wife Ratna Ghosh, 34, 
daughter Hrittika Ghosh, 2, and son De-
braj Ghosh, 11, Superintendent of  Police 
(Control) Harkumar Debbarma said.

He killed them apparently after an al-
tercation with his wife at around 8:00 am. 
The jawan shot himself  dead with the rifle 

shortly afterwards.
“Local residents rushed to their home 

after hearing the gun shots and found them 
dead. Later the villagers informed police,” 
the SP said. Debbarma said Ghosh was 
posted at a TSR camp in Panchabati, about 
15 km from here.

Asked how the jawan got his service 
rifle from his duty post to his home, police 
said investigation was on to get the details.

On Sunday, a jawan of  the Border 
Security Force shot dead his three col-
leagues and himself  with his service rifle 
at a border outpost at Maguruli in Unakoti 
district. 

New Delhi, May 8 (PTI): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi is expected to inaugu-
rate the strategically-located 
Pakyong airport in Sikkim 
later this month and it could 
be used by the Indian Air 
Force in case of  military 
requirement, official sources 
said today.

Without giving specific 
details, they said various cat-
egories of aircraft of the IAF 
will be able to operate from 
the new airport in Sikkim 
which shares borders with 
China. The government has 
been focusing on improving 
infrastructure along the bor-
ders with China as part of a 
broader policy initiative.

The greenfield airport, 
which is around 60 KM from 
the Sino-India border, re-
ceived the aerodrome license 
from the Directorate General 

of Civil Aviation last Friday 
for commercial operations. 

“The Ministry is in talks 
with the PMO and hope-
fully the prime minister will 
inaugurate the airport given 
its strategic importance and 
significance,” a source in the 
ministry said. There are indi-
cations that the airport will be 
inaugurated later this month. 

The airport was ap-
proved by the Centre in 2008 
and was constructed at an es-
timated cost of Rs 350 crore. 
The project is being billed as 
an engineering marvel -- it 
has been built at an height of  
4,500 feet in an inhospitable 
terrain.

Once commissioned, it 
will the 100th functional 
airport in the country. As 
on date, Sikkim is the only 
state in the country without 
a functional airport.

Low-cost airline SpiceJet 
has been granted permis-
sion to fly to Pakyong from 
Kolkata under the Civil Avia-
tion Ministry’s regional con-
nectivity scheme.

SpiceJet has already con-
ducted a dry run at the air-
port with one its Bombardier 
Dash 8-Q400 aircraft success-
fully landing there on March 
5. Also in March, A Dornier 
228 of the Indian Air Force 
landed at the airport. 

The tourism sector, in 
particular, is expected to ben-
efit immensely with the open-
ing of the airport other than 
the economic boon it will 
bring to the Himalayan state.

The nearest Bagdogra 
airport in West Bengal is 
about 150 km from Gangtok 
and air passengers have to 
take the road after alighting 
there.

Silchar (Assam), May 8 (PTI): Al-
most all major parties of  Assam met 
the Joint Parliamentary Committee 
on Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 
2016 as it began its public hearing 
at Silchar in the state’s Barak valley 
today, official sources said.

The hearing began in the late 
afternoon hours of  the day for three 
districts - Karimgang, Hailakandi and 
Cachar at the National Institute of  
Technology here.

The 16-member JPC, which is 
headed by Lok Sabha member Rajen-
dra Agarwal, arrived from Guwahati 
and the hearing will continue till to-
morrow, they said.

A human chain was formed by 
a large number of  people who held 
placards expressing their support for 
the Bill.

Altogether 357 organisation had 
applied for permission to meet the 
JPC from the three districts, the 
sources said.

Of these 88 organisations are from 
Karimganj, 109 from Hailakandi and 
160 from Cachar district, the sources 
said adding later organisations and 
individuals who did not register their 
names earlier were also heard and 

their memoranda received by the 
committee.

Stating that the committee is 
expected to take the opinions from 
53 organizations of  Cachar district 
today, they said 29 non governmental 
organisations, including student and 
citizens’ groups, individuals, public 
representatives and other stakeholders 
from Hailakandi district met it and 
submitted memoranda.

The organizations submitted their 
opinion verbally as well as in written 
form to the JPC.

AIDUF MP from Karimganj, 
Radheshyam Biswas, party’s Katli-
cherra MLA Suzam Uddin Laskar 
and its Algapur MLA Nizam Uddin 
Choudhury met the committee.

Congress, AGP, BJP, AIUDF be-
sides the AIDUF met the committee. 
The others included Krishak Mukti 
Sangram Samiti, Hindu Jagaran 
Mancha, Senior Citizens’ Forum, 
Bengali Students’ Youth Forum, As-
sam Tea Tribes Students’ Association, 
District Sports Association, Zilla Khi-
lonjia Okya Mancha and Asom Yuva 
Unnayan Parishad.

The Committee incorporated 
the opinions of  organizations and 

individuals on the Citizenship Bill, 
they added.

Biswas said his party has ex-
pressed its opinion in favour of  24 
March, 1971 as cut off  date for iden-
tifying foreigners in Assam.

Congress leader Gautam Roy 
emphasised on accepting the Bill 
on humanitarian grounds but said 
the whole country should take the 
responsibility of  those given citizen-
ship under the Bill and not Assam 
alone.

Senior Congress leader and 
former chief  minister Tarun Gogoi 
had yesterday said in Guwahati that 
the party opposed the bill “tooth and 
nail”.

“In the Preamble to the Constitu-
tion, it is written that India is a secular 
republic. 

This bill violates the basic struc-
ture of  the Constitution,” he had said 
and questioned the basis on which the 
Centre sought to amend the Citizen-
ship Bill.

The Bill was introduced in the 
Lok Sabha to amend the Citizen-
ship Act, 1955 and is scheduled to 
be presented in the winter session of  
Parliament.

mously agreed to conduct  
such meetings in future, as 
they are of  the view that 

discourse as such can help 
in promoting mutual un-
derstanding and friendly 

relations between the As-
sam Rifles and the local 
poeple. 
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Maruti to check 52,686 
new Swift, Baleno for 
faulty brake vacuum hose

Industrial oils 
firm up on 
rising demand

Weak global 
cues subdue 
equity indices

Rupee recovers from 15-month lows, 
ends up 5P at 67.08 against dollar

Godrej Consumer 
Products Q4 Results 2018

New Delhi, May 8 (PTI): 
Godrej Consumer Prod-
ucts Ltd (GCPL) today 
reported a 59.26 per 
cent jump in consoli-
dated profit after tax at Rs 
617.19 crore for the fourth 
quarter ended March 31, 
2018. The company had 
posted a consolidated 
profit after tax (PAT) of Rs 
387.58 crore in the year-
ago quarter, GCPL said in 
a BSE filing. Sales during 
the quarter under review 
were at Rs 2,494.41 crore. 
In the year-ago period, it 
stood at Rs 2,480.17 crore. 
GCPL said sales for the 
quarter ended March 31, 
2018 is net of Goods and 
Service Tax (GST) which 
was implemented in July 
last year and hence not 
comparable with the 
year-ago period.

The company further 
said it had exceptional 
items that included Rs 
194.99 crore on account 
of change in earnout li-
ability of a subsidiary 

for the quarter and year 
ended March 31, 2018; 
besides restructuring 
costs incurred by certain 
subsidiaries of the com-
pany amounting to Rs 
1.18 crore for the quar-
ter and Rs 15.43 crore for 
the year ended March 
31, 2018. Consolidated 
PAT for the year ended 
March 31, 2018 was at Rs 
1,634.18 crore as against 
Rs 1,307.97 crore in the 
previous fiscal, a growth 
of 24.94 per cent.

For the year, con-
solidated sales were at Rs 
9,936.99 crore. In the pre-
vious fiscal, it was at Rs 
9,608.8 crore, GCPL said.

GCPL Executive Chair-
person Nisaba Godrej 
said in the fourth quarter 
the company had a mixed 
performance with rela-
tively softer sales growth. 
“Our India business deliv-
ered a competitive 7 per 
cent comparable growth, 
driven by a volume 
growth of 6 per cent…The 

The Office of the Adventure and Motorsports Association Mokokchung (AMAM) take 
this privilege to acknowledge and thank the following individuals and groups for the 
commitment, partnership and support extended during the 4th Mokokchung AutoX and 
Moatsü Sprint 2018 held at Mokokchung and Yimchalu.

Before the acknowledgement roll, AMAM would like to first thank and praise our 
Almighty God for blessing us to successfully host the event. 

1. Nagaland Mines and Minerals
2. Power Cem India NE
3. Elmer 
4. K&N, Bangalore
5. Deputy Commissioner, Mokokchung
6. Yimchalu Village Council
7. Fire & Emergency Services, 

Mokokchung
8. Traffic Police, Mokokchung
9. DPRO, Mokokchung
10. Mokokchung Press Club
11. Morung Express
12. Eastern Mirror
13. Ao Milen
14. Mokokchung Premier TV (MPTV)
15. Red Cross Society, Mokokchung
16. Mr. Tongpang Ozukum, Minister, 

NPWD
17. Mr. Lipokmeren
18. DSO, Mokokchung
19. Mr. Alemtemsu, VP, MDSC
20. Mr. Bendangyanger, President, 

NDPP, Mokokchung Region.
21. Mr. Tokaito Yeptho, Dimapur
22. M/s Jemti Ao, Dimapur
23. PJ Car Wash, Dimapur
24. Bank of Baroda, Ungma Branch
25. Peri Peri, Mokokchung
26. Mr. Imtiwapang Aier, Kohima

27. MTLT
28. Rookie Riders
29. Trail Hounds Cycling Club
30. The Woods, Yimchalu
31. Longpok Holdings, Mokokchung
32. Marvel Guest House, Mokokchung
33. Mr. Lanuakum Imchen, 

Mokokchung
34. Jamir Event Essentials, Mokokchung
35. Mr. Imtisanen, Team SMI
36. Mr. Obeth Shitio, Dimapur
37. Mr. Alem I. Jamir, Dimapur
38. Dr. Talangba Walling, Mokokchung
39. Eastern Motorsports Club, Assam
40. Mr. Aongsen Aier, Mokokchung
41. Ms. Limasenla Jamir, Mokokchung
42. Mr. Lawrence Imchen, Mokokchung
43. Mr. Bendang Ozukum, Mokokchung.
44. Team DMSC, Dimapur
45. Team NAC, Kohima
46. Team SMI, Mokokchung
47. Team MSAM, Meghalaya
48. Street Kings, Dimapur
49. Maruti Sports, Delhi
50. Individual Participants
51. Volunteers
52. All the spectators who supported 

the organizers and cheered for the 
participants.

Thank you all. AMAM looks forward to your support in the coming days and pray the 
Almighty God bless and keep you. 

 Sd/- Sd/-
 (IMKONGMAR IMCHEN) (TALISUNEP)
 President General Secretary
 AMAM AMAM

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
Ref. No………………………………..  Date: 8th May 2018.

DP-396

ADVENTURE AND MOTORSPORTS
ASSOCIATION MOKOKCHUNG

OFFICE OF THE

HEADQUARTER: MOKOKCHUNG – 798 8601

LOST NOTICE
Name: Miss Gabriel Zhimomi
D/o: V. Hukheto Zhimomi
Lost Documents:
Class 10 Admit Card, Marksheet, Pass Certificate of NBSE 
Roll No: 0820430 
Class 12 Admit Card, Marksheet, Pass Certificate of MBSE 
Roll No: 154544
BA 1st to BA 3rd year Admit Card, Marksheet, Pass 
Certificate, Registration Card of NEHU 
Roll No: A1100627
Post graduate MSW 1st to 4th Semester Admit Card, 
Marksheet, Pass Certificate, Registration Card No: 
13931563 of Dibrugarh University 
Roll No: 43110019

D-5378

NOTICE

OFFICE OF THE
NAGALAND BAR ASSOCIATION

DEPUTY COMMISSIONER’S OFFICE BUILDING
DIMAPUR-797112, NAGALAND

The members of the Planning Committee, 
Golden Jubilee Celebrations, are hereby 
informed that a meeting has been fixed 
on 11.05.18, 2:30 Pm at the Bar Room, 
Dimapur. This meeting will discuss issues 
relating to the Golden Jubilee Celebrations. 
All members are requested to attend the 
meeting positively.

(ZHASA VUPRU)
Member Secretary, GJCC

D-5374

The Forms will be issued during the office 
hours (8:00 am-1:00 pm) after the HSLC 
result declared. Kindly bring the Photostat 
mark sheet. Candidates, who meet the 
criteria, shall be interviewed for admission.

Hostel seats available for both boys & 
girls.
Contact No: 9436266591/ 9862956932/ 
8794737383.

KUDA VILLAGE: DIMAPUR

D-5375

ADMISSION NOTICE  
FOR CL-11 (ARTS & SC)

GREENWOOD SCHOOL

 Admission forms for Class 11 (Arts, 
Commerce & Science) are available at 
school office (8 a.m.-1.00).

 Bishop Mar Theodosius Memorial (MTM) 
full Scholarship for students scoring 85% 
and above.

 Direct admission for meritorious students 
for Science, Arts & Commerce Stream 
immediately after NBSE result.

 Admission on first come first serve basis.
 Selected students have to appear for 

personal interview accompanied by their 
parents.

 Hostel facility available only for girls. 
 Free education for School Toppers.

Sd/-Principal.

Midland, Dimapur - 797112 Nagaland.
UNDER THE AEGIS OF ST.THOMAS MISSION SOCIETY (HOME/SRC-6028)

Tel. 03862 - 231892 (O) mgmdimapur@gmail.com

DP-395

CLASS 11 ADMISSION NOTICE 
(ARTS, COMMERCE & SCIENCE)

M.G.M. HIGHER SECONDARY SCHOOL

Owner Name: Ankit Jain
Regd. No. NL-07M 3389
Chassis No: MBLJF32AEEGJ00786
Engine No: JF32AAEGJ27991
Model: Maestro Gearless Scooter, 
Colour: White/Red
Lost from resident parking on 06th 
May 2018 around 09:00 am Dimapur.

LOST NOTICE

D-5373

New Name: Ravindra Kumar Gupta
Old Name: Ravindra Gupta
D.O.B: 01/07/1963
Father’s Name: Late B P Gupta
Address: H/No-106 IH/41(I), 
Kalibari Road, Railway Bazar, 
Dimapur
Reg No.: 694/18

CHANGE OF NAME

D-5379

Mr. Litsiivi Rume,
B.Sc(Zoology Honours),  
University Gold Medalist,

2014

Ms. Yanchopeni Lotha,  
B.A (Education Honours) 

University Subject
Topper, 

2016

Ms. Rajashree Mohanty,  
B.Sc (Zoology Honours)
University Gold Medalist,

2017

Courses Offered: 
Higher Secondary - Arts  & Science. 
Undergraduate 
-B.A. General - English, Alt. English, History, Political

Science, Education & Economics 

-B.A. Honours in Political Science, History, Education,

English & Economics. 

-B.Sc General - English, Computer & its Application,

Botany, Chemistry, Zoology & Geology 

-B.Sc Honours in Botany, Zoology & Chemistry

Contact us - Post Box No. 253, Lengrijan, 

Dimapur –797112,Nagaland. 

Phone : 03862 – 248275/ 248212 

Email -immanuelcollege797112@gmail.com 

www.immanuelcollege.in

Estd:1994
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performance in our in-
ternational portfolio was 
relatively muted due to 
the weakness in Indone-
sia and Africa. However, 
we expect to see a strong 
turnaround in growth 
rates in fiscal year 2019,” 
she added. For the full 
year 2017-18, Godrej said, 
“Our focused strategy and 
balanced portfolio ena-
bled us to deliver compet-
itive, profitable growth, 
despite tough operating 
conditions in a few of our 
categories and geogra-
phies.” She said the com-
pany continued to make 
“healthy investments in 
strengthening our brands 
and enhancing our capa-
bilities for sustainable fu-
ture growth”.

“We are planning for 
significant new launches 
and go-to-market ini-
tiatives across clusters. 
Overall, we are confident 
of delivering a stronger 
performance in fiscal year 
2019,” she said. Shares of 
GCPL were trading at Rs 
1123.70 apiece in after-
noon trade, up 2.14 per 
cent from the previous 
close on BSE.

Mumbai, May 8 (PTI) : 
Castorseeds bold and cas-
tor oil commercial firmed 
up at the Vashi oils and 
oilseeds wholesale mar-
ket here today on rising 
demand from soaps and 
shippers industries.

Elsewhere, refined 
palmolein was also mar-
ginally up owing to good 
demand from retailers.

Meanwhile, ground-
nut oil slipped owing to 
subdued demand from 
stockists and retailers.

Linseed oil ruled 
steady in the absence of 
any worthwhile buying 
activities.

In the non-edibles seg-
ment, castorseeds bold 
rose by Rs 70 per 100kg to 
Rs 4,095 from Monday’s 
closing level of Rs 4,025 
and castoroil commercial 
slid by Rs 14 per 10kg to Rs 
849 as against Rs 835.

Linseed oil ended un-
altered at Rs 780 per 10 kg.

Moving to edible sec-
tion, refined palmolein 
inched up per 10kg to Rs 
718, but, groundnut oil 
moved down by Rs 5 per 
10kg to Rs 845 from Rs 
850, yesterday.

Mumbai, May 8 (IANS): 
The key domestic equity 
indices provisionally end-
ed on a flat-to-positive 
note on Tuesday, as weak 
global cues eroded inves-
tors’ risk-taking appetite.

According to market 
analysts, heavy selling 
pressure in consumer du-
rables and capital goods 
stocks trimmed the over-
all gains made earlier in 
the day’s trade. 

At 3.30 p.m., the 
broader Nifty50 of the 
National Stock Exchange 
(NSE) provisionally 
closed at 10,717.80 points 
-- up 2.30 points or 0.02 
per cent -- from its previ-
ous close.

New Delhi, May 8 (PTI): 
Maruti Suzuki India (MSI) 
today said it is asking 
customers of 52,686 new 
Swift and Baleno models 
to undertake a service 
campaign to inspect for 
a possible fault in brake 
vacuum hose.

New Swift and Baleno 
units manufactured be-
tween December 1, 2017 
and March 16, 2018 will 
be covered in this cam-
paign, MSI said in com-
munication to customers 
on its website.

A total of 44,982 units 
of new Swift, which was 
launched in February this 
year, and 7,704 units of 
Baleno are covered under 
the service campaign.

Brake vacuum hose 
is a rubber pipe that cre-
ates and releases vacuum 
while applying brake but 
it has no impact on brak-
ing and braking distance. 

When contacted, a 
company official said the 
exercise did not amount 
to a recall as the issue did 
not relate to safety.

Service campaigns are 
undertaken globally by 
automobile companies 

mented.
The local unit witnessed wide swings 

between a high of 66.98 and a low of 
67.27 -- fresh 15-month low -- in day 
trade.

The local unit finally settled at 
67.08, showing a gain of 5 paise, or 0.07 
per cent. The currency had closed at a 
15-month low of 67.13 against the US 
currency yesterday.

Crude oil prices retreated from 3-1/2 
year highs as investors waited on an 
announcement by President Donald 
Trump on whether the United States will 
reimpose sanctions on Iran.

Brent crude, an international bench-
mark, was trading at USD 75.50 a barrel 
in early Asian trade.

In its first retreat in a week, West Tex-
as Intermediate crude dropped 1.3 per 
cent to $69.80 a barrel, the first retreat in 
a week 

A strong dollar in overseas markets 
however restricted any major gain in the 
rupee. The US dollar advanced its win-
ning streak against major rivals follow-
ing the US Federal Reserve bank chair-
man Jerome Powell comments to keep 
the path of monetary policy normalisa-
tion throughout 2018.

to rectify faults that may 
potentially cause incon-
venience to customers, 
the company said. 

Customers will be 
contacted by dealers for 
inspection and replace-
ment of the faulty part, 
MSI added. 

“The inspection and 
replacement will be done 
free of cost for the cus-
tomer,” the company 
said. 

Automobile manu-
facturers in India follow 
a voluntary recall policy 
adopted by industry body 
SIAM in July 2012 under 
which if a company is of 
the opinion that there is 
a manufacturing defect 
that compromises safety 
of vehicles, it will volun-
tarily rectify the problem 
free of cost to the cus-
tomer. 

Mumbai, May 8 (PTI): The rupee today 
recovered from 15-month lows to close 
five paise higher at 67.08 against the US 
currency on suspected RBI intervention 
and stray dollar demand.

Suspected intervention by the Re-
serve Bank coupled with dollar selling by 
foreign banks predominantly helped the 
rupee to stay afloat, a forex dealer com-
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Untoward Incidents
L

ately we hear and read about quite a many 
press statements from various organisations 
in the state with their set of demands from 
the higher authorities to be met else they will 

predict about ‘untoward incidents’ but at the same 
time shirk responsibility of the forthcoming incidents. 
These utterances will usually run like; “…..we should 
not be held responsible for any untoward incidents”. 

Almost all our Naga organisation have become so 
fond of this term that it starts right from as young as 
student bodies of an institute to the notable as the 
apex tribal bodies. Over the years such ultimatums 
have no doubt made the authorities to at least give a 
patient hearing and at times even the aggrieved par-
ty’s demands were met.

However the picture that this practice and the sub-
sequent results paint of our society is quite dismal and 
all respectable organisations should stop using such 
tactics to pressurise the authorities. The word unto-
ward itself pertains to things that are unusual or unex-
pected and usually unpleasant. It in no way should be 
the proposed course of action of the aggrieved parties 
because by doing so, it is not an untoward incident but 
a fully pre-mediated plan of action. Across the globe it 
is only the terror groups who give threats to govern-
ments warning them of severe untoward incidents. It 
is the terror groups that use such lingo and it is clearly 
not for any individual or group in a civilised demo-
cratic society.

One exception can be when it is from a third par-
ty in the form of a mediator or a pressure group that 
have fair understanding of the underlying currents of 
the issue between two opposing parties. It can also be 
a third party who have better understanding of the 
demands of the aggrieved parties and they lent their 
voice to induce the authorities to change their policy 
before such issues turn ugly cautioning the authorities 
of untoward incidents unless that matter is dealt im-
mediately and wisely.

Legally speaking the groups that issue such state-
ments actually implicates themselves and are liable for 
prosecution under many sections of the penal code. It 
indicates the breakdown of law and order especially 
if all demands can be met by just issuing threats of 
‘untoward incidents’ and the authorities of any form 
relenting to the demands. It reflects a society and its 
people who still have not understood the essence of 
the rule of law and it may also be concluded that there 
is wide gap between the authorities and the people.

As a society that is growing and striving hard to 
be part of this modern world we do not require such 
statements to meet our demands. There are many 
other forms of protests and petitions that can be made 
without going a few centuries back in time to express 
our grievances.

Abderrahim Ouarghidi

Dr.Satish Kumar A

Abderrahim Ouarghidi (author) discussing with a farmer about varieties of local crop seeds and 
medicinal plants in the Ouirgane municipality, Marrakech region, Morocco.

We are not called to be comfortable.

In August 2015, when I was preparing to attend a 
university a couple of hours from home, I realized I 
probably wouldn’t move back home after graduation. 

My mind raced. How can I leave home? My family? My 
church? What if God later calls me to another state or 
country?

Like Moses, when God told him to go “to Pharaoh to 
bring [His] people the Israelites out of Egypt” (Exodus 
3:10), I was afraid. I didn’t want to leave my comfort zone. 
Yes, Moses obeyed and followed God, but not before 
questioning Him and requesting that someone else go 
instead (vv. 11–13; 4:13).

In Moses’s example, we can see what we shouldn’t do 
when we sense a clear calling. We can instead strive to 
be more like the disciples. When Jesus called them, they 
left everything and followed Him (Matthew 4:20–22; Luke 
5:28). Fear is natural, but we can trust God’s plan.

Being so far from home is still difficult. But as I con-
tinually seek God, He opens doors for me that confirm I 
am where I’m supposed to be.

When we are led out of our comfort zone, we can ei-
ther go reluctantly, like Moses, or willingly like the disci-
ples—who followed Jesus wherever He led them. Some-
times this means leaving our comfortable life hundreds 
or even thousands of miles behind us. But no matter how 
difficult it may be, following Jesus is worth it.

Lord, help me to follow You wherever You lead.

DAILY

PATH
Responding to 
God’s Leading

BIBLE READ:   EXODUS 3:7–14 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

At once they left their nets and followed him.      
~  Matthew 4:20

T
he Moroccan proverb “New 
things have a charm and old 
ones should be preserved” has 
wide applicability in current 

Moroccan agricultural practices and 
attitudes toward conventional and lo-
cal crop varieties. The revealing adage 
is part of the Moroccan identity and 
way of life. Moroccan people are com-
mitted to establishing a distinctive mo-
dernity based upon existing cultural 
traditions of which high value is placed.

 For instance, there is great prefer-
ence for local or “beldi” foods, such as 
“a’slhur” (pure unfiltered honey), “zit 
ud” (olive oil), and “shriha skouria” (a 
local fig variety) that have always been 
appreciated and valued delicacies. 
Nearly all Moroccan communities con-
sider “beldi” food items to be healthy, 
tasty, and nutritious.

Despite this, government agencies 
responsible for deciding agricultural 
policy and education in Morocco of-
ten focus heavily on commercializa-
tion, profit, and production for global 
markets. The effort to create a continu-
ously thriving agricultural sector has 
undoubtedly positioned Morocco as a 
key producer of fruits and vegetables 
for European and international mar-
kets. However, in the process, local 
knowledge and practices of small-scale 
farmers have been inadvertently un-
dermined, consequently leading to the 
loss of agrobiodiversity and traditional 
crop varieties.

Although such crop varieties are 
highlighted in Morocco’s “Green” stra-
tegic plan for agriculture, limited at-
tention has been given to local crops, 
agricultural practices, and species, 
which represent a fundamental genetic 
resource for small farmers and the fu-
ture of these crops on a global scale. 
The genetic diversity preserved in crop 
varieties can provide the raw materials 
needed to ensure continued produc-

tion in the face of water scarcity as well 
as rapid climate and environmental 
changes.

Promoting local seed diversity re-
sults in greater diversity of crops on 
farms, thereby providing resilience 
to environmental and market shocks 
while simultaneously maintaining lo-
cal practices and values. Growing tradi-
tional varieties in addition to those for 
export would allow farmers to also tar-
get local markets and support healthy 
aspects of customary Moroccan diets 
and cuisine.

To help return conventional crop 
varieties to farms in Morocco, the 
High Atlas Foundation (HAF) has 
been working with the Farmer-to-
Farmer program (funded by USAID 
and administered by Land O’ Lakes) to 
assess the current status of local agro-
biodiversity and create a seed bank 
to preserve local crops, wild relatives, 
and wild medicinal plants. The mis-
sion of this project is to demonstrate 
the inherent value of these crops and 

their wild relatives as well as to make 
sure farmers who reintroduce such 
varieties to their farms have access 
to planting material. This work sup-
ports HAF’s greater mission to achieve 
sustainable agricultural development 
and promote sustainable local varie-
ties and practices for both food secu-
rity and conservation in Morocco.

The extensive assessment we per-
formed in the fall and winter of 2017-
18 suggests a tremendous shift has oc-
curred, resulting in the loss of local crop 
varieties and genotypes in addition to 
accustomed agricultural practices.  We 
found widespread replacement of di-
verse, standard varieties with very few 
high-yielding ones, including apples, 
almonds, and plums. These newly in-
troduced crops are considered “mod-
ern” and genetically enhanced, and are 
heavily championed by governmental 
programs encouraging intensive agri-
culture. Agricultural priorities for ex-
port markets promoted through differ-
ent programs are directly contributing 

to genetic erosion and, in some cases, 
lead to unsustainable agriculture.

There is an immediate need for 
greater attention to the inequality in 
access to the benefits of current ag-
ricultural transitions, especially for 
small-scale farmers in terms of agricul-
tural inputs and vulnerability to both 
market and environmental shocks. 
During our fieldwork, several farmers 
raised concerns regarding the cost of 
treatment for infected modern varieties 
of apples in addition to the amount of 
labor needed to grow them. According 
to farmers, crops bred from traditional 
“beldi” varieties not only minimize 
costs but also require less intervention.

Another way in which HAF aims to 
alleviate these issues is by collecting 
seeds from wild plants with economic 
value. Some households in parts of ru-
ral Morocco gain a substantial portion 
of their income through the sale of me-
dicinal plants collected from the wild. 
Collectors and stakeholders of medici-
nal plants stated that the populations 
of some plants – including pellitory, 
wild sage, and thyme – are decreasing, 
and that they are keen to discuss the 
possibility of domesticating them.

In addition to creating a Seed Bank 
system to preserve crop varieties and 
threatened wild endemic species, it is 
imperative to implement creative, in-
clusive, and diverse approaches to im-
prove agriculture and livelihoods. Local 
communities must be respected for the 
real value they add to agrobiodiversity 
and food systems. In this context, HAF 
is playing an important role working 
with local farmers to guarantee the use 
of local crop varieties and species that 
use water efficiently as well as require 
less pesticides and insecticides.

(Dr. Abderrahim Ouarghidi – a High 
Atlas Foundation Farmer-to-Farmer 

Volunteer – is an Assistant Research 
Professor at the Department of 

Ecosystem Science and Management, 
Pennsylvania State University.)

E
very year on May 8, the world observes and 
commemorates World Thalassemia Day as a 
tribute to the undying spirits of the thalassem-
ia patients. As an effort to create awareness 

about this critical affliction, the preventive measures 
to avoid transmission and supporting the patients to 
lead a normal life. This initiative of the Thalassemia In-
ternational Federation, in association with the World 
Health Organization, also aims at encouraging the 
masses to donate blood for the cause. The theme for 
World Thalassemia Day 2018 is: Thalassemia past, 
present and future: Documenting progress and pa-
tients’ needs worldwide.

 Thalassemia is an autosomal, mostly recessive, 
haemolytic disorder which gets genetically transmit-
ted from parents to their offspring’s. It is caused due 
to genetic mutation or a deletion of certain key frag-
ments in the genetic code, which in turn hinders the 
production of haemoglobin and thus incapacitating 
the smooth functioning of the red blood cells- whose 
function is to carry oxygen throughout the body by 
forming ox haemoglobin- in the body. Thus Tha-
lassemia causes anaemia along with a train of com-
plications like cardiovascular disorder, palpitation, 
and fatigue, bone deformities, jaundice, enlarged liver, 
iron superabundance, retarded growth in children and 
delayed puberty. 

Thalassemia is mostly among children of age 
group one and two years. The treatment of thalassem-
ia consists of blood transfusion, iron chelation therapy 
and blood and bone marrow stem cell transplanta-
tion along with vitamin B supplements to regulate the 
level of haemoglobin in the blood. Since thalassemia 
is a genetically inherited disease, it cannot be curbed 

completely. However, the chances of transmission can 
be relatively lessened through the prenatal tests which 
facilitate early diagnosis of the disease and treatment 
before the childbirth. Hence the carriers of Thalassem-
ia gene to meet a genetic counsellor as soon as they 
decide to embrace parenthood to get proper remedial 
therapy to prevent the gene from getting transmitted 
to their offspring’s.

Teenage girls suffering from Thalassemia, often 
experience delayed growth, puberty and complicated 
menarche and menstrual cycle due to low levels of Fol-
licle Stimulating Hormone, Luteinizing hormone and 
Oestrogen in blood. Regular Chelation therapy is of-
ten prescribed to reduce the content of serum ferritin 
levels which in turn, improves FSH, LH and Oestrogen 
levels.

Today, in India, about 3.4% of the population are 
carriers of the Thalassemia and approximately 7000 to 
10,000 infants are born with Thalassemia every year. 
According to a study by WHO, more than 90% of Tha-
lassemia patients in the western countries lead a more 
or less normal life, whereas, in India, approximately 
half of the thalassemia patients die even before reach-
ing adulthood. 

Therefore, it is imperative that we design an effec-
tive preventive measure to curb the transmission the 
disease and do our best to eradicate it. The common 
citizens, especially youths should be encouraged to 
donate blood to aid the treatment of the Thalassemia 
patients. The youths should also be advised to go for 
the pre-marriage blood test so as to prevent transmis-
sion of Thalassemia to their offspring’s. Most impor-
tantly Thalassemia Patients should be encouraged and 
supported to live a normal life. The government, the 
healthcare professionals and the citizens of the nation 
to join in the endeavour to exterminate this affliction 

from the roots.
There are different types of thalassemia depending 

on the severity of the ailment (“trait,” “minor,” “inter-
media,” or “major”), the number of mutations inher-
ited from the parents, as well as on the basis of which 
portion of the haemoglobin molecule is altered by the 
mutation (alpha, beta or delta).  

Alpha Thalassemia develops when the body is ren-
dered incapable of producing alpha globin. There are 
two subcategories of alpha Thalassemia: haemoglobin 
H disease and hydrops fetalis. Haemoglobin H occurs 
when a person misses out three alpha globin genes or 
experiences mutation in these genes. This disorder of-
ten leads to an anomaly in the bones. The cheekbones, 
forehead, and jaw may grow abnormally. 

Beta thalassemia develops when one’s body is un-
able to produce beta globin. It has two critical sub-
categories: thalassemia major (Cooley’s anaemia) and 
thalassemia intermedia. Thalassemia major is the 
most critical form of beta thalassemia which develops 
when beta globin genes are missing. The symptoms of 
thalassemia major generally show up before a baby’s 
second birthday. It is often fatal as it causes severe 
anaemia. Other signs and symptoms include jaundice, 
paleness, reduced immunity, enlarged organs, fussi-
ness, dark urine and poor appetite. 

Minor Thalassemia often goes undetected until 
it is confirmed by certain blood test (complete blood 
count, CBC test) reports. Sometimes lack of noticeable 
symptoms can make thalassemia minor difficult to di-
agnose. It is imperative to get tested if either of one’s 
parents or some close kin is a thalassemia patient.

(Dr.Satish Kumar A is a consultant of Hematology 
and Hemato-Oncology from Columbia Asia Referral 

Hospital, Yeshwanthpur)

R
esearchers have iden-
tified a protein which 
could serve as a bi-
omarker for the early 

diagnosis of lung cancer.
The study, published in The 

American Journal of Pathology, 
found that high levels of cy-
toskeleton-associated protein 
4 (CKAP4) have been identified 
in the blood of patients with 
lung cancer than in healthy in-
dividuals.

“The results of our study 
provide evidence that the 
CKAP4 protein may be a novel 
early sero-diagnostic marker 
for lung cancer,” said co-au-
thor Ryo Nagashio from Kita-
sato University School of Allied 
Health Sciences in Japan.

The disease is associated 
with a poor prognosis because 
most lung cancers are only di-
agnosed at an advanced stage.

Current biomarkers for 
lung cancer includes carcino-
ma embryonic antigen (CEA), 
sialyl Lewis X antigen (SLX), sq-
uamous cell carcinoma (SCC) 
antigen, and cytokeratin frag-
ment (CYFRA) 21-1, but these 

are not sensitive enough to de-
tect tumors early, the research-
ers said.

“The use of CKAP4 as a bi-
omarker could change current 
practices regarding the treat-
ment of lung cancer patients, 

and the diagnostic accuracies 
may be markedly improved by 
the combination of CKAP4 and 
conventional markers,” lead 
author Yuichi Sato from Kita-
sato University School of Allied 
Health Sciences, added.

For the study, researchers 
performed reverse-phase pro-
tein array analysis using a mon-
oclonal antibody designated as 
KU-Lu-1 antibody on the blood 
of 271 lung cancer patients and 
100 healthy individuals. 

They found that KU-Lu-1 
reacted only with tumour cells 
and tumour stromal fibroblasts 
in lung cancer tissues and not 
with normal lung tissues. 

Using immunoprecipita-
tion and mass spectrometry, 
they confirmed that the KU-
Lu-1 antibody recognised 
CKAP4 in lung cancer cells and 
tissues, and its secretion into 
the culture supernatant was 
also confirmed. 

In addition, a validation set 
consisting of samples from 100 
patients with lung cancer and 
38 healthy controls was also 
studied.

CKAP4 was recently identi-
fied as a receptor of Dickkopf1 
(DKK1), the researchers said.

Expressions of DKK1 and 
CKAP4 were frequently ob-
served in tumor lesions of 
human pancreatic and lung 
cancers, and the simultaneous 
expression of both proteins in 
tumour tissues was inversely 
correlated with prognosis and 
relapse-free survival, the re-
searchers added.

Source: IANS

Conserving Traditional Crop Diversity 
and Wild Medicinal Plants in Morocco

World Thalassemia Day: A Drop of Blood, A Giant Step Against Thalassemia

New Biomarker Identified for Early Detection of Lung Cancer
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Have you been 
reviewing your family history lately, Aries? 
Of special interest is your cultural back-
ground. What educational, social, and reli-

gious environment were you born into? What are its 
values? In the end, do you feel a strong affinity with 
them now or are those views different from the ones 
you hold? These are interesting avenues of thought 
for you today.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): It’s time to el-
evate your sense of self, Taurus. You’re just 
as good as anyone else, so why don’t you be-
lieve it? The problem is that you’re very sen-

sitive about having an ego. Even though you know ev-
eryone does, you punish yourself for its existence! This 
is a noble idea, but it doesn’t do you any good. You’ll 
never be perfect and neither will anyone else. What are 
you worrying about?

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Today your intel-
lectual and expressive abilities should receive 
a boost from the planets. It’s an excellent time 
to organize your thoughts about presenting a 

project to a possible collaborator, engage in trade, or 
write. In terms of your private life, it’s also a good time 
to examine the latest events, certain aspects of which 
are still partially misunderstood.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Overall, the 
forecast for today is fairly good. The aspects 
seem to favor figuring out the meaning of all 
that’s transpired over the past several weeks. 

It’s an opportunity for you to take a leisurely look at 
the distance you’ve covered moving toward your goals. 
Since it’s an auspicious day for social activities, why not 
get together with friends and discuss the latest events 
with them?

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Have you felt some-
what lost for the past few days? The fog may 
lift today and enable you to situate yourself 
at last. You’re probably eager to settle a ques-

tion that has nagged at you and interfered with your 
judgment. However, you should be patient, especially 
if it has to do with emotional matters. Try to under-
stand, but don’t take immediate action. You’ll be more 
objective beginning tomorrow.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You may have been 
feeling somewhat disillusioned. Perhaps you 
lost sight of your goals or misplaced your faith 
in yourself. You’ll feel some relief beginning 

today. This is an opportunity to end what has been a 
somewhat apathetic and moody phase and begin a new 
one that’s based on work and meditation. As you can 
imagine, this new phase will be much more fulfilling!

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You might be 
tempted to settle certain matters by radi-
cal means. The visionary part of you means 
you’re painfully aware of the world’s wrongs. 

You see no reason not to take action to correct them. 
But the forces in play are so powerful that you can’t 
expect to institute a new order in one day. If you have 
an emotional question to resolve, it would be better to 
wait a few days before making a decision.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Today will be 
fairly calm in terms of outside events, but 
your inner world is likely to be in a rush of 
activity. Today you wish you could find the 

solution to your heartaches as well as your career pre-
dicaments. You’d like to achieve some supreme un-
derstanding of the events that took place over the past 
month. First you must force your brain to slow down. 
Haste makes waste, as you know!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You have a lot 
of thinking to do about your professional goals, 
Sagittarius. You’ll go over the elements to see if 
there isn’t some way to approach things differ-

ently. Are there new paths you could try or ways to improve 
things? Your mind will go a thousand miles a minute today. 
Those who spend time with you may be totally exhausted 
by the end of the day because of all the questions you ask!

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You just 
can’t do everything at once, Capricorn. 
How do you expect to reduce your stress 
and recuperate while at the same time 

continue to be a superstar performer in every area of 
your life? Don’t pressure yourself to perform today. 
If you do, you’re likely to deplete your reserves even 
further. Take it easy, rest, and relax! You’ve earned 
this little break.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): This is a good 
moment to adapt your logic and reason to 
reality, Aquarius. If you don’t, you’re going to 
run into some intellectual problems. Every-

one knows that you find new ideas plentiful, but unless 
you have plans to be a novelist, link your thinking to 
reality. The “pie in the sky” thinking that you engage in 
isn’t particularly useful to the rest of us living here in 
the real world.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): It’s going to be a 
little difficult talking to you today, Pisces. You, 
who can be easily influenced by others, will 
be listening to and criticizing everything that 

people say. Nothing emotional or vague is going to get 
into your head. It’s as if you’ve installed an extremely 
fine filter that lets in only what you allow. You’re going 
to appear to be a real expert. Don’t show off too much!

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

T
hough earthquakes have 
wreaked havoc in many 
parts of the country, Indian 
real estate and infrastruc-

ture sector still has lots more to 
learn -- and implement -- to ensure 
the safety of life and property.

Although structural require-
ments and concerned technologies 
are incorporated in the building 
process, sector players say many 
modern technologies used world-
wide are yet to be widely used in the 
country.

According to V.K. Gehlot, Direc-
tor, National Centre for Seismology, 
“base isolation” and “dampers” are 
the major technologies to make 
buildings strong enough to resist 
seismic vibrations. But they are not 
widely used in India because of the 
cost involved and requirement of 
frequent maintenance.

Through base isolation, engi-
neers decouple the building or the 
superstructure from its substruc-
ture which rests on ground, thus 
protecting the building during an 
earthquake.

Dampers on the other hand 
work as shock absorbers and mini-
mise the magnitude of vibrations 
transmitted to the building from 
the ground.

The cost difference between a 

building with and without dampers 
is approximately Rs 350 per square 
feet, according to Major Sandeep 
Shah, Managing Director of Taylor 
Devices India.

The company is a manufacturer 
of earthquake-resistant equipment 
and he says “all developers” in the 
country are aware of the technology.

Shah said the company’s de-
vices have been used in Terminal-2 
of Chhatrapati Shivaji Internation-
al Airport, Mumbai, lobby block 
building of Apollo Hospital, New 
Delhi, and New Udaan Bhavan at 
the Indira Gandhi International Air-
port, Delhi.

He pointed out that “at present 
none of the buyers are aware that 
by using dampers buildings can 
be protected and would remain 
habitable even after a major earth-
quake. That may be the reason why 
no one (buyer) is asking for such 
buildings.” But once they are made 
aware, Shah was sure they would 
want the technology in the building 
they are going to live in.

According to Aunirban Saha, 
Director (Marketing, Construc-
tion and Sustainability) of the Saha 
Groupe of Companies, “most of 
real estate projects are designed 
to the grade of ‘Earthquake Resist-
ant -- Collapse Prevention’ “. That 
means that in the event of a major 
earthquake, the building would 
not collapse and there won’t be any 

loss of life. However, the building 
itself would not be in a habitable 
condition and would need to be 
demolished and reconstructed, he 
explained.

The next higher standard is 
“Earthquake Resistant -- Immedi-

ate Occupancy” in which the build-
ing may suffer some minor damage 
but there would not be any loss of 
life or property. “Rarely in the Indian 
real estate scenario buildings are de-
signed to this category,” Saha added.

The highest category of struc-

tural safety is that of “Earthquake 
Resistant -- Operational”. Under 
this, there would be no damage to 
the property or any injury caused 
to its occupants irrespective of the 
magnitude of the earthquake.

Saha said most developers go 

for the first category of “Collapse 
Prevention” as they find it more 
cost-effective. Most home buyers 
are not aware of earthquake-related 
safety grades, he added.

The higher structural grades, 
Saha said, made more sense in 
today’s market scenario for com-
mercial real estate because such 
properties are preferred by big mul-
tinational companies.

According to Dikshu C. Kukreja, 
Principal Architect at C.P. Kukreja 
Associates, “all leading architects of 
India have the knowledge and skill 
about the technologies available 
to incorporate them in our designs 
and construction.”

Other than dampers, structural 
concepts such as bracing -- where 
X-shaped braces strengthen the 
columns of the buildings -- and 
couplers -- where bars are joined 
together -- help in absorbing move-
ment during an earthquake.

Siesmologist Gehlot says that 
earthquake resistance should be 
enforced as a default, even for small 
structures. Today, when building 
a house, 95 per cent people do not 
bother about earthquakes. “Our 
usual way of construction is that we 
will give it to a mason and they will 
start constructing,” he adds.

All that needs to change, he em-
phasises.

(Rituraj Baruah can be contacted 
at rituraj.b@ians.in)

I
n a situation that is all too familiar to 
Indians now, ATMs across the country 
began to run dry last month. Only this 
time there was no obvious explanation 

for this. With no data at hand, myriad theo-
ries did the rounds even as banks and the 
Reserve Bank of India claimed business as 
usual. The Finance Ministry issued a note 
saying the situation has come about due 
to an “unusual spurt in currency demand 
in the country” and that adequate notes 
would be printed to meet the higher levels 
of demand.

The “unusual spurt” could have been 
be due to the cash hoarding in poll-bound 
states like Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh and 
Rajasthan. Incidentally, the cash shortage 
was more acute in these areas. But, Indian 
states are in a perpetual election cycle so 
that might have been an enabling factor but 
not the root cause of the problem.

An argument was also made that follow-
ing the spate of fraud and corruption scan-
dals that have rocked Indian banks over the 
last few months, it is possible that depositors 

have lost faith in the system and have cho-
sen to withdraw their money from it. After 
all, trust is the very basis of the existence of 
these institutions. But, considering the fact 
that the world economies survived the 2008 
financial meltdown, the confidence in the 
banking system can be said to be far more 
resilient than a couple of malpractice issues.

There are two aspects, however, that 
have specifically taken place over the last 
few months and could explain the cash 
crunch. First, is the sudden dip in digital 
transactions while the amount of currency 
in the economy has still not reached opti-
mal levels? The absolute level of currency 
in circulation recently went above the level 
it was before the demonetisation exercise 
was undertaken in November 2016. But, 
this provides a misleading picture. In rela-
tive terms, the currency in circulation has 
been around 12 per cent of GDP since the 
last available estimates from 2002. This 
dropped to around 6.3 per cent when the 
demonetisation exercise took place and has 
been recovering since. As per the latest RBI 
data from April, this ratio has only reached 
11 percent, implying that the cash in the 

economy is still below the pre-demonetisa-
tion peak.

Now, if the currency levels have not 
reached normalcy since demonetisation, 
why has the cash shortage become appar-
ent only now? It so happens that digital pay-
ments had been compensating for the cash 
shortfall. According to RBI data for elec-
tronic payments, which is only available 
until February, payments over platforms 
like mobile wallets and UPI have signifi-
cantly picked up since November 2016.

However, RBI imposed strict know-
your-customer (KYC) norms on all digital 
platforms with a last date of February 28. 
The official estimates are yet to come in, but 
most players in the payment business have 
reported a drop of about 40-45 percent in 
transactions through digital wallets in the 
first week of March. Customers have found 
it convenient to shift to cash rather than 
complete KYC formalities. So, a cash short-
fall along with a drop in digital transactions 
could have easily resulted in a demand-
supply mismatch.

Second, the government or the RBI 
have not been clear on the matter, but it is 

becoming increasingly clear the printing of 
the Rs 2,000 note is being either reduced or 
stopped. An increase in the circulation of 
the Rs 200 denomination notes are being 
undertaken to compensate for it. The idea 
is to increase the amount of small denomi-
nation notes within the economy so that 
cash facilitates only the transactional de-
mand of the public and the prevalence of 
black money is curbed. However, for lower 
denomination notes ATMs have to be re-
plenished more frequently and this could 
have given the impression of cash scarcity.

Any impression to the public that cash 
was in short supply due to either of the two 
reasons could have triggered hoarding due 
to panic and further accentuated the short-
fall. Therefore, prima facie it appears so that 
the situation is more of a supply-side prob-
lem and will cease to be an issue once pre-
demonetisation levels are achieved. A more 
accurate picture will appear once more 
data becomes available.

So, the cash situation is not as big a 
problem in the long-run. A more concern-
ing issue that emerges out of this whole af-
fair is the waning interest in digital payment 

platforms due to stricter regulations. If this 
is the beginning of a trend, it will signal a 
quiet death of India’s digitalisation push. It 
will be interesting to see how the govern-
ment and the RBI respond to the challenge. 
Ensuring behavioural change through pol-
icy can be complex since it is easier to stay 
on the path of least resistance. For India, 
that implies reverting back to being a cash-
dependent economy. 

The solution lies in making the adop-
tion of digital payments easier. The KYC 
norms, although necessary, probably need 
to be relaxed or made possible to com-
plete without the hassle of visiting retailers. 
Also, probably the low incidence of high 
denomination notes can help to an extent 
by increasing the transaction costs of being 
dependent on cash and, thus, encouraging 
a move towards digitalisation.

(Amit Kapoor is chair, Institute for Com-
petitiveness. The views expressed are 

personal. He can be contacted at amit.
kapoor@competitiveness.in and tweets @
kautiliya. Chirag Yadav, senior researcher, 
Institute for Competitiveness, has contrib-

uted to the article)

M
ore than 25 years ago, 
the Indian government 
decided to put togeth-
er a National Policy of 

Culture in keeping with more than 
a hundred countries that had such 
policies. In fact, there was, at that 
time, a special division in Unesco 
which had already organised two 
world conferences on the matter. 
Here too a national colloquium on 
culture policy was organised in 1992 
in Delhi in which nearly a hundred 
writers, artists, performers, intellec-
tuals and experts debated a white 
paper, which, as the Joint Secretary 
of the Deptartment of Culture, I had 
prepared.

The move, however, evoked 
controversy and the main issue was 
that state could not set a policy for 
culture which is the business of 
society as distinct from the state. 

This issue completely ignored the 
fact that the National Culture Pol-
icy document tried to delineate a 
policy framework for the cultural 
institutions and activities such as 
the Archaeological Survey of In-
dia, the three national academies, 
the National Museum, the NGMA, 
the National Archives, the National 
Library, et al, which are publicly 
funded and are run largely either as 
adjuncts of the Indian government 
or as autonomous institutions such 
as the Lalit Kala Akademi, the Indira 
Gandhi National Centre of Arts and 
the Zonal Cultural Centres, among 
others.

Also, one key element of the Na-
tional Culture Policy was that the 
government’s expenditure on cul-
ture must, over the years, rise to one 
per cent of the total budget of from 
a dismal 0.1 per cent.

The National Culture Policy 
went through a series of consulta-
tions, including by a Parliamentary 

Standing Committee but was nearly 
forgotten, if not given up, by 1997. 
Later attempts were made to revise, 
review and re-present it, but noth-
ing much happened. In the mean-
while, a government is in place 
which has been very assiduously 
and relentlessly trying to cut down 
allocations to cultural organisations 
and giving them, if at all, only to 
those whose loyalty to its ideology it 
could be sure of.

All arts have been reduced to 
expensive public spectacles and a 
lot of public money is being wasted 
on them without them contribut-
ing anything to the enhancement 
of culture, its dynamic creativity or 
adding to the broader public aware-
ness of culture.

Increasingly, for instance, the 
three national akademies have 
reached the brink of utter irrele-
vance and have almost no truck or 
dialogue with excellence.

It is in this context that we have 

to locate the availability of public 
resources for culture. They are evi-
dently dwindling and, in any case, 
the State is well set on withdrawing 
substantially like in the education 
and other welfare sectors. One of 
the more dependable sources could 
have been the corporate sector 
whose presence on the map of sup-
port for culture is rather minimal 
and quite disappointing.

A recent survey of Corporate So-
cial Responsibility (CSR) initiatives 
shows that quite haltingly the man-
dated CSR has moved in the sector 
of culture. There too it is presum-
ably spending no more than maybe 
two percent of its expenditure on 
culture. The areas which attract the 
bulk are health, education and en-
vironment. Many major firms have 
already set up trusts or similar “cul-
tural” organisations and they spend 
whatever little they do on culture 
through them.

In most advanced countries 

culture is considered rightly a civic 
need and activity and civic agencies 
such as municipal committees and 
corporations spend on museums, 
auditoriums and the like. In this 
area, the performance of these civic 
bodies in terms of support for cul-
ture is abysmally low and marginal. 
Sadly and most unfortunately, the 
State, the civic bodies and the cor-
porate sectors are comrades-in-
arm in undermining and neglecting 
culture.

If in this highly deprived and de-
spairing scenario there is a vibrant 
cultural climate in the country it 
is largely due to personal interest, 
commitment and initiatives of the 
creative community. Private art gal-
leries, publishers, theatre groups, 
small non-commercial journals, 
literary organisations, music circles 
and sabhas, dancing groups, etc., 
have kept alive the rich, complex, 
celebrative but equally interroga-
tive cultural creativity and imagi-

nation, investing them with energy 
and courage, commitment and 
hard work.

There are some either private 
or corporate initiatives such as the 
ITC Sangeet Research Academy 
Kolkata, the Darpana and Kadamb 
Ahmedabad, the Raza Foundation, 
the Cholamandal Artists Group, the 
Mahagami Aurangabad, etc., which 
have been supporting various as-
pects of culture. Sadly they are not 
many and, in any case, far short of 
the vast needs of a great civilisation.

(In this concluding article in our 
Shifting Sands of Culture, Ashok 

Vajpeyi reflects on the role that 
state plays, or should play, in 

promoting cultural activities and 
institutions. Vajpeyi is a well-

known writer in Hindi, and has 
published over 23 books of poetry, 

criticism and art. He was awarded 
the Sahitya Akademi Award in 

1994 for his poetry collection, 
“Kahin Nahin Wahin”)
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Rahul should try to win state 
polls first, says BJP on his 
‘ready to be PM’ remark 

Kathua rape and murder: Accused to file 
fresh petition in SC; seeking CBI probe 

Death of Tamil Nadu tourist is ‘murder of humanity’; says Mehbooba 

Shutdown in Kannur 
after political murders

Army can’t be blamed for radicalisation of Kashmiri youth — NirmalaFirst integrated smart cities 
control centre launched in MP

Rahul brackets Trump, Modi 
among world’s ‘reactionary’ leadersRelief for CJI as Cong. MPs withdraw 

plea on impeachment from SC

PTI

Congress President Rahul Gandhi addresses the media in Bengaluru 
on Tuesday.

PTI

Dipak Misra (File Photo)

PTI

Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman with Navy chief Admiral Sunil Lanba at the Naval Commanders’ 
conference in New Delhi on Tuesday.

New Delhi, May 8 (PTI): 
The BJP today took pot-
shots at Rahul Gandhi 
over his remarks that he 
was ready to be the prime 
minister, saying the Con-
gress president, who is 
harbouring “lofty dreams” 
despite his party’s losing 
spree, should first try to 
win state elections.

BJP spokesperson 
Shahnawaz Hussain said 
while it is Gandhi’s right to 
“dream” about becoming 
the prime minister, even 
Congress’ allies were not 
accepting him as their 
leader. He reminded Gan-
dhi that after he became 
Congress vice president, 
“his party lost 13 states 
and after he took over as 
party president, it has lost 
five states and Karnataka 
will be the sixth one”.

“Look at the irony, 
Congress is losing state af-
ter state ever since Gandhi 
took over as party’s vice 
president and then party 
chief. But he is dreaming 
to become the prime min-
ister. Even Congress’ allies 
are not accepting him as 
their leader,” Hussain told 
reporters.

The BJP leader em-
phasised that the coun-
try will once again elect 
Narendra Modi as their 
prime minister.

“Aakhir dil ki baat zu-
baan par aa hi gayi (Fi-
nally what was in his heart 
has come out,” Hussain 

said on Gandhi’s remarks 
“It is good to see that 

he has such lofty dreams. 
It is his right. But, to be-
come the prime minister, 
he has to win some, at 
least some state elections 
and make chief minis-
ters of his choice. Under 
his leadership, the party 
is not winning any state 
election and he is dream-
ing of becoming the prime 
minister,” he said.

T h e  B J P  l e a d e r 
claimed that Congress 
was facing defeat in Kar-
nataka. “Rahul Gandhi 
will hit a sixer after los-
ing Karnataka,” he said, 
adding the Congress has 
already lost “five states” 
after he became party 
president. 

Hussain was respond-
ing to Gandhi’s remarks 
in Bangalore today that 
he is ready to become the 
prime minister if his party 
emerges as the “biggest” 
party after the 2019 Lok 
Sabha polls.

Gandhi said he is 
“pretty confident” that 
Narendra Modi would not 
be the next prime min-
ister.

If the Congress acts 
as a “platform” (with 
other parties in a coali-
tion), the BJP does not 
stand a chance of win-
ning the elections, he said 
at a function where he 
launched the ‘Samruddha 
Bharat Foundation’.

Jammu, May 8 (PTI): The accused 
in the Kathua rape-and-murder 
case will file a fresh petition in the 
Supreme Court (SC) in the next 
few days, seeking handing over of 
the probe to the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI).

The apex court had yesterday 
directed that the trial in the case of 
alleged gangrape and murder of an 
eight-year-old girl, which had led to 
a nationwide outrage, be moved to 
Pathankot in neighbouring Punjab.

“A fresh petition seeking a CBI 
probe is ready. It shall be filed within 
a few days (in the Supreme Court),” 
Ankur Sharma, the lawyer of five of 
the accused in the case, said today.

A detailed counter on behalf of 
accused Sanjhi Ram, Vishal Jangotra 
and Parvesh Kumar was filed in the 
apex court, along with an additional 
affidavit seeking a CBI probe, he 
added.

Sharma said in yesterday’s hear-
ing, only a notice could have been 
issued if a fresh petition seeking a 
CBI probe was filed.

“The fastest way of getting a CBI 
probe in yesterday’s hearing was 
through our counter and additional 
affidavit,” he said, adding that their 
main concern was not the shifting 
of the case, but the CBI probe.

The lawyer denied that yester-
day’s court order, shifting the trial of 
the case to Pathankot, was a setback 
for them. “It was a loss for the state 
government as it wanted the case 
to remain in Jammu and Kashmir, 
preferably in Ramban district,” he 
said, adding that it was a loss for 
the victim’s family also as it had 
wanted the case to be shifted to 
Chandigarh.

“The court has called for a fast 
trial of the case on a day-to-day ba-
sis. We are hopeful that the trial will 

be completed in a year,” Sharma 
said.

The state government’s “plot” of 
introducing 221 witnesses to cause 
a delay in the trial was busted by 
the apex court, he said, adding that 
the case would now be heard on a 
daily basis.

The body of the eight-year-old 
victim was recovered from a for-
est area in Kathua on January 17, 
a week after she had gone missing 
while grazing horses in the area.

The Jammu and Kashmir gov-
ernment had handed over the 
case to the crime branch, which 
had formed a Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) to probe it.

The crime branch had sub-
sequently filed two separate 
chargesheets in the case, one 
against the seven adult accused on 
April 9 and another against the sole 
juvenile accused on April 10.

Srinagar, May 8 (PTI): 
Jammu and Kashmir Chief 
Minister Mehbooba Mufti 
today termed the death of 
a 22-year-old tourist whose 
vehicle was targeted by 
stone-pelters the “mur-
der of humanity” and said 
the incident had rattled 
the mother in her. Those 
who pick up stones to kill 
someone have no religion, 
an upset Mehbooba said 
after meeting the father of 
Chennai resident S Thiru-
mani, who was holidaying 
in the Valley with his family 
and died yesterday evening 
at a hospital here.

The issue would be dis-

cussed and debated on 
television for days and “we 
will be silently watching 
the murder of humanity, 
which has been unheard of 
in the state of Jammu and 
Kashmir”, Mehbooba told 
PTI. Saying that her head 
hangs in shame, the chief 
minister questioned the 
education being imparted 
to children.

“The mother in me 
is rattled about the kind 
of education we are im-
parting to our next gen-
eration,” said the mother 
of two daughters and the 
first woman chief minister 
of the state.

“What are we teach-
ing our children? To pick 
up stones and kill anyone 
walking on the road? This 
is not what our religion Is-
lam preaches. Our religion 
teaches us to take care of 
our guests. These people 
or boys who pick up stones 
to kill someone have no re-
ligion,” Mehbooba added.

She also questioned the 
role of parents and asked 
what they were turning 
their children into.

Thirumani and his 
family were returning from 
Gulmarg when their ve-
hicle was caught in stone 
pelting near Magam area 

of Budgam. A stone hit the 
young man on his right 
temple and he was rushed 
to the Soura Institute of 
Medical Sciences where 
he died. “Can one imagine 
that the poor father had 
kept his entire savings to 
bring his family to Kashmir 
and he is now returning 
with the coffin of his son. Is 
this what we want?” 

Asked whether the inci-
dent would have an impact 
on tourism sector, the chief 
minister said, “I can’t be 
talking about tourism, it 
is a basic question about 
humanity. This can’t be 
Kashmiryat.” 

Kannur (Kerala), May 8 
(IANS): Kannur district in 
Kerala witnessed a shut-
down on Tuesday against 
renewed political violence 
that left a CPI-M cadre 
and an RSS member dead 
on Monday.

All shops and business 
establishments remained 
closed. Vehicles, however, 
were allowed to ply. Extra 
police force was deployed.

On Monday, Commu-
nist Party of India-Marx-
ist (CPI-M) member K. 
Babu, 47, was slashed 
with swords by suspect-
ed Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh (RSS) activists 
in Mahe, a three sq km 
area which is part of Pu-
ducherry and borders 
Kannur.

Less than an hour 
later, Shanoj, 36 and a 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) activist, was at-
tacked with knives here 
and died in a hospital. 
Police said CPI-M work-
ers could be behind the 
attack.

Speaking in Thiru-
vananthapuram, Chief 
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan 
on Tuesday called the kill-
ings unfortunate.

“The first murder took 
place in Mahe and hence 
the Puducherry Police 
is probing it while the 
second one is in our area. 
I have asked the police 
chief to see that nothing 
is left to chance and to 
also give all support to the 
police in Mahe,” he said.

Senior CPI-M legisla-

tor E.P. Jayarajan said the 
RSS was behaving like the 
Taliban and “eliminating 
political rivals in the most 
horrendous manner”.

CPI-M Kannur Lok 
S a b h a  m e m b e r  P. K . 
Sreemathi, who arrived 
h e re  f r o m  D e l h i  o n 
Tuesday, said this was a 
planned attack unleashed 
by the RSS who were out 
to destroy peace in the 
district.

State BJP President 
Kummanam Rajasekha-
ran blamed the murders 
on the Home Department 
headed by Vijayan whose 
police, he said, were “un-
able to do anything to 
avoid such incidents”.

Former Chief Minister 
Oommen Chandy blamed 
both the BJP and the CPI-
M for the situation while 
state police chief Loknath 
Behra said he had spo-
ken to Puducherry police 
chief.

He said all the culprits 
would be booked irre-
spective of political affili-
ations.

After Monday’s twin 
murders, 13 political kill-
ings have taken place in 
Kannur, Vijayan’s home 
district, since the Chief 
Minister assumed office 
in 2016.

Of these, in eight cases 
CPI-M workers have been 
named as accused while 
in four the BJP-RSS com-
bine is in the dock. In one 
case, workers of the Social 
Democratic Party of India 
are the accused.

New Delhi, May 8 (IANS): 
Defence Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman on Tuesday 
said the armed forces 
should not be blamed for 
Kashmiri youths joining 
militants, indicating that 
there will be no relaxation 
in the government’s tough 
policy on dealing with 
violent extremism.

“I think we need to un-
derstand the issue which 
is very sensitive with a 
great deal of nuance. You 
cannot hold the armed 

forces responsible for be-
ing firm with terrorists. 
We need to be firm,” Sith-
araman told reporters 
here.

She was replying to a 
question if a spike in the 
number of local youths, 
particularly the educated, 
taking to arms in Kashmir 
was a direct consequence 
of the government’s tough 
policy in dealing with mil-
itancy in the state.

Sitharaman, on the 
sidelines of the biannu-

al Naval Commanders’ 
conference here, said the 
death of a tourist from 
Chennai in a stone-pelt-
ing incident on Monday 
in the Kashmir Valley only 
proved how the armed 
forces “need to be firm 
with terrorists and ensure 
safe movement of tour-
ists”.

Without mentioning 
Chief Minister Mehbooba 
Mufti’s recent appeal to 
the Centre for “compas-
sion and empathy... by 

Bhopal, May 8 (PTI): In a major 
step towards realising the Cen-
tre’s smart city mission (SCM), 
the Madhya Pradesh government 
today launched the country’s first 
Integrated Control and Command 
Centre (ICCC) for all seven smart 
cities of the state in Bhopal.

The ICCC, installed in a building 
in Barkheda area of the state capi-
tal, would enable the authorities to 
monitor the status of various smart 
civic amenities in real-time through 
the sensors connected to it.

Bhopal, Indore, Ujjain, Gwalior, 
Jabalpur, Satna, and Sagar are the 
seven smart cities under SCM in 
Madhya Pradesh.

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan and Union 
Minister for Housing and Urban 
Affairs Hardeep Singh Puri inau-
gurated the integrated command 
centre of the Bhopal Smart City 
Development Corporation Limited 
(BSCDCL). They also inaugurated 
the first “Apex Conference for the 
CEOs” of smart cities. The seminar 
is being attended by 77 CEOs.

“Madhya Pradesh has now 
come out from the category of 
BIMARU states. The growth of the 
state remained in two digits.

The state has recorded the high-

est growth in agriculture in the 
country,” he said.

Puri said ICCC would keep an 
eye on civic amenities in the smart 
cities like the USA’s National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration 
(NASA).

He said 99 cities of the country 
have been selected under the SCM.

“About 1300 projects are under-
way in 99 smart cities and half of 
the projects are being carried out 
under the PPP mode,” Puri said.

He said a total of one crore 
houses would be constructed for 
the rural homeless families by the 
end of December 2018.

ICCC is a cloud-based Universal 
Internet of Things (UIoT) platform 
developed by Hewlett Packard En-
terprise (HPE).

It can run multiple city com-
mand centre operations through its 
multi-efficiency capabilities.

The GPS sensors installed in 
public transport buses, dial 100 
vehicles, 108 ambulance services, 
smart poles, smart lights, traffic 
management cameras, public bike 
sharing, solid waste management, 
meteorological department up-
dates, smart maps etc. would be 
linked to this centre, enabling the 
authorities to monitor the status 

of the civic amenities in real-time.
“ICCC would integrate a multi-

tude of citizens’ services applica-
tions and sensors running across 
selected cities of Madhya Pradesh,” 
HPE Managing Director (India) 
Som Satsangi said.

He said ICCC enables the gov-
ernment to remotely manage and 
control various citizen services 
like smart lighting, smart parking, 
smart traffic and transport, waste 
management, water supply etc. 
through a single platform, which 
he said would save time and money 
of the government by providing an 
interface to the citizens.

This system would control street 
lights, parking lights, parking, traf-
fic (including violations and con-
gestions), waste management, wa-
ter supply etc. through sensors,” he 
added. “For example, dump trucks 
in Bhopal travel about 22,000 kms 
every day to collect garbage. Some 
of the trucks are overfilled and 
sometimes a part of garbage falls 
on streets.

BSCDCL Chief Executive Officer 
Chandramauli Shukla said, “Our 
vision to create India’s first cloud-
based ICCC in Madhya Pradesh is 
driven by a future-focused vision 
for our cities and citizens.

Bengaluru, May 8 (PTI): 
Congress president Rahul 
Gandhi today bracketed 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and US President 
Donald Trump with the 
“reactionary leaders” of 
the world and said the 
unemployed angry youth 
had voted them to power.

Gandhi also said the 
BJP and RSS were able 
to function because the 
Indian youth are angry as 
the system was unable to 
give them jobs.

“The Indian system is 
unable to give them jobs 
basically because we are 
struggling to compete 
against China. It is pretty 
much impossible for the 
western world to compete 

with the Chinese on blue 
collar jobs,” he said at a 
function here.

This, he said, meant 
that every western nation 
has a couple of millions of 
people who they cannot 
employ and it was they 
who voted for Trump, “for 
these reactionary lead-
ers...

these are the people 
who voted for Mr Modi.”

Gandhi said until In-
dia solved the employ-
ment problem and was 
able to compete effec-
tively with the Chinese, 
“you will have this anger 
in society.”

He told the gathering 
that India was unable to 
compete with China be-

cause the entire focus of 
job creation was based on 
10 or 15 people.

“If you look at the 
NPAs (Non Performing 
Assets) and analyse who 
gets Rs 10 lakh crore, you 
will find that they are basi-
cally 10 to 15 people,” he 
said. He emphasised that 
small and medium busi-
nesses should be encour-
aged as they can be the 
major job creators.

“The way forward is 
to make politics more ac-
cessible to small and me-
dium business, to make 
the houses, Parliament, 
the Vidhana Sabha func-
tion,” he said.

“ W h a t  h a s  h a p -
p e n e d  t o d a y  i s  t h a t 
Parliament,the powers 
of Parliament has basi-
cally been captured by 
the PMO and by five or 
six bureaucrats. And you 
have to give power back to 
Parliament,” Gandhi said.

He  w a s  s p e a k i n g 
at a function where he 
launched the “Samrud-
dha Bharat Foundation”, 
a platform to propagate 
liberal, secular and re-
publican values across the 
country.

Its trustees include 
veteran film director 
Shyam Benegal and noted 
Supreme Court advocate 
K T S Tulsi.

New Delhi, May 8 (PTI): 
Chief Justice of India Di-
pak Misra today got a relief 
after two Congress MPs, 
challenging Rajya Sabha 
chairman M Venkaiah 
Naidu’s order rejecting 
the impeachment notice 
against him, withdrew 
their petitions from the 
Supreme Court.

The top court ex-
pressed its reluctance to 
go into their contention 
questioning the setting up 
of a larger bench to hear 
the matter.

A five-judge constitu-
tion bench headed by Jus-
tice A K Sikri declared the 
petitions moved by the two 
MPs as “dismissed as with-
drawn” after senior advo-
cate and party leader Kapil 
Sibal, appearing for the 
MPs, decided not to press 
the pleas realising that the 
judges were not inclined to 
accept his arguments.

Sibal had sought to 
know who had ordered the 
listing of the matter before 
a larger bench and sought 
a copy of the order, saying 
this was necessary to en-
able them decide whether 
or not to challenge it.

The 45-minute hearing 
before the bench, which 
also comprised Justices 

S A Bobde, N V Ramana, 
Arun Mishra and A K Goel, 
saw Sibal appearing for 
the Rajya Sabha Congress 
MPs--Partap Singh Bajwa 
from Punjab and Amee 
Harshadray Yajnik from 
Gujarat-- raising questions 
over the setting up of the 
five-judge bench to hear 
the matter. 

However, Attorney 
General K K Venugopal 
sought dismissal of the 
petitions filed by Bajwa 
and Yajnik, pointing out 
that only two of the over 60 
members, who had earlier 
moved the impeachment 
notice in the Upper House 
of Parliament, have ap-

proached the apex court.
Venugopal said only 

two MPs from one party, 
the Congress, have moved 
the court when there were 
MPs from six other op-
position parties who had 
moved a notice of im-
peachment motion before 
the Rajya Sabha chairman.

The AG said “the pre-
sumption is that all others 
have not supported the 
stand taken by the Con-
gress party to challenge the 
rejection of impeachment 
notice by Naidu.” 

He also claimed that 
the two Congress MPs have 
not been authorised by 
rest of the MPs to file the 

petition in the apex court. 
As many as 64 Rajya Sabha 
MPs had signed the notice 
of impeachment against 
the CJI, which was rejected 
by Naidu on April 23.

Before Attorney Gen-
eral opened his arguments, 
Sibal raised a volley of 
questions on the setting up 
of the constitution bench, 
including who had passed 
the order to set up such a 
bench to hear the matter. 

The senior advocate 
said the matter was listed 
before the five-judge bench 
through an administrative 
order and the Chief Justice 
of India cannot pass such 
orders in this matter and 
sought a copy of the order, 
saying it was necessary for 
them to decide whether 
they could challenge it.

The bench repeatedly 
asked Sibal whether any 
purpose would be served 
if the two MPs were given a 
copy of the administrative 
order passed by the CJI for 
setting up of the five-judge 
bench.

Sibal said only after get-
ting a copy of the order 
could they decide whether 
or not to challenge it.

However, when the 
bench showed reluctance 
to accept his arguments 

and submissions, the sen-
ior advocate decided to 
withdraw the petition.

The start of the hearing 
witnessed two advocates 
intervening and opposing 
the appearance of Sibal 
for the Congress MPs on 
the ground that he himself 
was a signatory to the im-
peachment notice before 
the Rajya Sabha chairman.

However, the bench did 
not accept their reasoning 
and went ahead with the 
hearing.

The two Congress MPs 
had yesterday moved the 
apex court challenging the 
rejection of the impeach-
ment notice against the CJI 
by Naidu, claiming that the 
reasons given were “wholly 
extraneous” and not legally 
tenable.

Sibal had then men-
tioned the matter for ur-
gent listing before a bench 
headed by Justice J Chela-
meswar, the senior-most 
after CJI Misra.

While Justice Chela-
meswar initially asked 
him to mention it before 
the CJI, the bench, which 
also comprised Justice S 
K Kaul, later asked Sibal 
and advocate Prashant 
Bhushan to “come back 
tomorrow”. 

engaging in a meaningful 
dialogue”, the Defence 
Minister recalled how the 
PDP leader had herself 
been making passionate 
invites to tourists to visit 
the state.

So if that has been 
the stated desire, for a 
stone-pelting incident to 
have hurt and killed the 
tourist, certainly is not 
very conducive to that 
very rightful suggestion 
of the Chief Minister that 
we need to have more 
tourists.”

She said everything 
could not be “put at the 
doorstep of the armed 
forces”.

“The Army has to be 
firm as regards terrorists. 
But at the same time I 
appreciate that we need 
to have a lot more free 
moment of tourists, safe 
moment of tourists so 
that normalcy can be re-
stored. And what hap-
pened yesterday is abso-
lutely unfortunate. 

The BJP government, 
since it came to power 
in May 2014, has said it 
would deal firmly with 
who engage in violence 
and support militants.



Rome, May 8 (IANS): Ital-
ian lawmakers must ac-
cept a caretaker govern-
ment that will administer 
a revote, Italy’s President 
Sergio Mattarella said on 
Monday after his last-
ditch talks with political 
leaders failed to broker a 
deal on a viable govern-
ment.

The cabinet of centre-
left Premier Paolo Gen-
tiloni cannot continue in 
office “as it represents a 
parliamentary majority 
that no longer exists.

Mattarella ruled out 
a snap vote in June, say-
ing there was not enough 
time to organise one. But 
he did not rule out July 
polls, which the leaders 
of Italy’s populist Five-
Star Movement and the 
far-right League party are 
now urging.

Five-Star leader Luigi 
Di Maio and League lead-
er Matteo Salvini said on 
Monday a new national 
ballot should be held on 
July 8 - a demand that one 
of the centre-left Demo-
cratic Party’s founders, 
lawmaker Ettore Rosato, 
slammed as “arrogant”.

Five Star is the largest 
party and the League is 
the dominant party in 
the centre-right alliance - 
the biggest parliamentary 

bloc - after the inconclu-
sive March 4 vote in which 
populist, rightwing par-
ties made strong gains.

The Democratic Par-
ty’s centre-left coalition, 
which has ruled Italy 
since 2013, came a dis-
tant third in the March 
vote and declined to take 
the Five-Star Movement 
into government during 
previous failed talks.

Mattarella on Monday 
held final talks with the 
conservative coalition - 
including Forza Italia, the 
far-right League party and 
the rightwing Brothers of 
Italy party - as well as with 
the Five-Star Movement, 
the Democratic Party and 
other Italian parties.

Successive rounds of 
talks held by Mattarella, 
Fico and Casellati with It-
aly’s main political forces 
since the March poll col-
lapsed amid increasingly 
fractious stalemate and a 
mesh of seemingly irrec-
oncilable demands.

Mattarella is seeking 
to end two months of in-
creasingly fractious politi-
cal deadlock amid a web 
of apparently irreconcil-
able political demands 
after the March vote led 
to a hung parliament and 
several earlier rounds of 
talks collapsed.
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China’s Xi, North Korea’s Kim 
meet ahead of Trump summit 

Iran president warns of ‘problems’ 
as Trump decision looms

Armenian protest leader elected prime minister 

Bangladesh SC defers verdict on 
imprisoned ex-premier Zia’s bail

Caretaker government and fresh 
elections; says Italian President 

Top Chinese official accused of plotting coup against Xi gets life term in graft case

AP/PTI

Chinese President Xi Jinping, right speaks to North Korean leader Kim Jong Un in Dalian in northeastern 
China’s Liaoning Province.

PTI

Hassan Rouhan (File Photo)

Sun Zhengcai

Beijing, May 8 (PTI/AFP): 
Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping and Kim Jong Un 
met in northeast China 
today in an unannounced 
visit by the North Korean 
leader ahead of an ex-
pected summit with US 
President Donald Trump.

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e 
meeting was made pub-
lic, Trump tweeted that 
he would speak to his 
“friend” Xi about North 
Korea later today.

Chinese state broad-
caster CCTV showed Xi 
and Kim taking a seaside 
stroll in the northeastern 
city of Dalian and holding 
talks, while the official 
Xinhua news agency said 
the two leaders met yes-
terday and today.

It  w a s  K i m’s  s e c -
ond visit to China since 
March, highlighting ef-
forts by the Cold War-era 
allies to mend ties that 
have chilled as Beijing has 
supported UN sanctions 
over Pyongyang’s nuclear 
activities.

Beijing is keen to avoid 
being left out in the cold 
in the wake of Kim’s his-
toric summit last month 
with South Korean Presi-
dent Moon Jae-in and his 
expected meeting with 
Trump in June.

“After the first meeting 
between me and Com-
rade Chairman (Kim), 
both China-DPRK rela-
tions and the Korean pe-

ninsula situation have 
made positive progress. 
I feel happy about it,” Xi 
said, according to Xinhua.

For his part, Kim was 
quoted as saying: “These 
are the positive outcomes 
of the historic meeting be-
tween me and Comrade 
General Secretary (Xi).” 

And Trump tweeted 
that “the primary top-
ics” of his discussion with 
Xi “will be Trade, where 
good things will happen, 
and North Korea, where 
relationships and trust are 

building.” 
Japanese media had 

earlier shown images of 
an airplane normally used 
by North Korean VIPs fly-
ing out of Dalian, fuelling 
speculation that Kim had 
been in town.

Xi said he was will-
ing to meet Kim again to 
make joint efforts to have 
a healthy bilateral rela-
tionship, achieve peace 
on the Korean peninsula 
and promote regional sta-
bility, Xinhua said.

Kim travelled to Bei-

jing by train in March for 
his maiden official trip 
abroad and met Xi for 
the first time since taking 
power in 2011. 

His trip was kept se-
cret until he returned to 
North Korea.

At their summit last 
month in the Demilita-
rized Zone dividing the 
two Koreas, Kim and 
Moon agreed to pursue 
the complete denucleari-
sation of the peninsula.

They also decided to 
seek a peace treaty by 

the end of the year and 
hold talks with the United 
States, and possibly Chi-
na, to achieve it.

The Korean War, in 
which China fought on 
the North’s side, ended 
in 1953 with an armi-
stice rather than a peace 
treaty.

China would likely 
want to be part of discus-
sions on a peace treaty, 
according to experts.

While China has sup-
ported punitive meas-
ures against the North, 
analysts say it could worry 
that the diplomatic thaw 
may lead to a deal be-
tween Pyongyang and 
Washington that is not in 
its interests.

A divided Korea has 
played in its favour as the 
North serves as a buffer 
with the South, where 
US troops are stationed. 
Despite recent tensions, 
China remains the North’s 
sole major ally and top 
economic partner.

Trump said at the 
weekend that the two 
sides had settled on a 
date and location for the 
summit - the first be-
tween a sitting US presi-
dent and a North Korean 
leader - without provid-
ing details.

South Korea’s Chosun 
Ilbo daily reported yes-
terday that the meeting 
is likely to be hosted by 
Singapore next month.

Tehran, May 8 (PTI/AP): 
Iran’s president today 
warned the country could 
face “some problems” 
ahead of President Don-
ald Trump’s decision on 
whether to pull out of its 
nuclear deal with world 
powers.

Without directly nam-
ing Trump, Rouhani’s 
remarks at a petroleum 
conference in Tehran rep-

resented the first official 
Iranian comment on the 
US president’s overnight 
tweet that he’d make an 
announcement on the 
deal today.

“It is possible that we 
will face some problems 
for two or three months, 
but we will pass through 
this,” Rouhani said.

Rouhani also stressed 
Iran wants to keep “work-

ing with the world and 
constructive engagement 
with the world.” 

That appeared to be a 
nod to Europe, which has 
struck a series of business 
deals with Iran since the 
landmark 2015 nuclear 
deal. Trump’s tweet came 
late last night, mean-
ing major newspapers 
across Iran missed the 
announcement for their 
front pages.

Iran’s state-run televi-
sion broadcaster carried 
the announcement at 10 
am local time, and Iran’s 
state-run IRNA news 
agency also carried a re-
port on it.

Overnight, Iran’s semi-
official news agencies car-
ried the news off Trump’s 
tweet, while others shared 
foreign media reports on-
line. Trump’s announce-
ment, set for the 2 pm 
EST at the White House, 
will come after nightfall 
in Iran.

Yerevan, May 8 (PT I/AFP): 
Armenia’s parliament to-
day elected opposition 
leader Nikol Pashinyan 
as prime minister after 
he spearheaded weeks of 
mass protests against the 
ruling party, transform-
ing the country’s political 
landscape.

Lawmakers voted 59 to 
42 to approve Pashinyan 
for the job, after the ruling 
Republican Party came 
around to backing his pre-
miership bid on his second 
attempt.

The party had narrowly 
voted him down last week, 
plunging the Caucasus na-
tion into its most serious 
political crisis in years.

“My first work after my 
election will be ensuring a 
normal life in the country,” 
Pashinyan said ahead of 
the vote.

“Military cooperation 
with Russia is an impor-
tant factor in ensuring our 
country’s security,” Pashin-
yan said, referring to a two-
decade long conflict his 
country is locked in with 
neighbouring Azerbaijan.

The head of the ruling 
Republican Party’s parlia-
mentary faction, Vagram 
Bagdasaryan, said his par-
ty backed Pashinyan to 
“ensure stability” in the 
country.

“We did not change our 
position. We are against 
Nikol Pashinyan’s candi-
dacy, but the most impor-
tant thing for us is to ensure 
stability in the country,” 
Bagdasaryan said ahead of 
the vote.

Pashinyan called for an 
end to the protests after the 
Republicans - who have 58 
MPs in the 105-seat legis-
lature - promised to back 
him in the second attempt.

The 42-year-old former 
newspaper editor also se-
cured the support of two 

other major political par-
ties - Prosperous Arme-
nia and the Armenian 
Revolutionary Federation 
(Dashnaktsutyun) - which 
nominated him for the 
post together with his op-
position Elk coalition.

Pashinyan was the only 
candidate for the premier-
ship.

Today morning, ahead 
of the vote, thousands 
of Pashinyan support-
ers gathered in Yerevan’s 
central Republic Square, 
sporting white t-shirts with 
their leader’s portrait or 
dancing traditional Arme-
nian dances and chanting 
“Nikol prime minister”.

Political analysts say 
Pashinyan’s election is un-
likely to put an end to the 
political crisis, as the ruling 
party retains a majority in 
parliament and could well 
block his initiatives.

Analyst Vigen Akopyan 
said snap elections looked 
certain.

A n o t h e r  a n a l y s t , 
Stepan Safaryan, said Ar-
menia was now entering 
“an interesting period of 
disequilibrium”.

Pending fresh elections 
“Pashinyan must manoeu-
vre between the will of the 

people and the parliamen-
tary ruling party that he 
does not belong to and 
which cannot begin sup-
porting him”, he said.

The hugely popular 
Pashinyan had in recent 
weeks piled pressure on the 
ruling party through an un-
precedented campaign of 
civil disobedience, leading 
to the shock resignation of 
veteran leader Serzh Sarki-
sian, a week after he shifted 
to the newly-empowered 
role of prime minister af-
ter serving for 10 years as 
president. Observers have 
expressed concern that the 
turmoil could destabilise 
the country locked in a 
decades-long territorial 
dispute with Azerbaijan.

Pashinyan’s protest 
movement had accused 
Sarkisian of a blatant power 
grab.

In December 2015, 
controversial constitution-
al amendments initiated 
by Sarkisian were passed 
after a referendum that 
saw some 63 per cent of the 
voters backing the coun-
try’s transformation into 
a parliamentary republic 
with executive powers fully 
concentrated in the hands 
of a prime minister.

Dhaka, May 8 (PTI): Bang-
ladesh’s Supreme Court 
today deferred until tomor-
row the hearing on a plea 
by the country’s anti-cor-
ruption body challenging 
the bail granted to former 
prime minister and oppo-
sition BNP chief Khaleda 
Zia in a corruption case.

Zia, 73, was sentenced 
to five years in jail in Feb-
ruary by a lower court in 
connection with the em-
bezzlement of 21 million 
taka (about USD 250,000) 
in foreign donations meant 
for the Zia Orphanage 
Trust, named after her late 
husband Ziaur Rahman, 
a military ruler-turned-
politician, during her 2001-
2006 premiership.

“The Appellate Divi-
sion of the Supreme Court 
concluded the hearing for 
the day and set the date for 
tomorrow for further argu-
ments on the matter,” a 
spokesman of the Attorney 
General’s office said.

The High Court on 
March 12 granted Zia a 
four-month interim bail, 
considering her age and 
health issues after the spe-
cial court released the full 
verdict.

When the Anti-Corrup-
tion Commission (ACC) 
and the State moved the 

apex court’s Appellate Divi-
sion, it suspended the bail 
order until May 8, allowing 
these two to start appeals 
against the bail.

The four-member Su-
preme Court bench, led by 
Chief Justice Syed Mahmud 
Hossain, was scheduled to 
pass the order today, but it 
deferred the hearing until 
tomorrow.

As the hearing in the 
case began, ACC lawyer 
Khurshid Alam presented 
his arguments on the ap-
peal challenging the bail 
petition. Later, Attorney 
General Mahbubey Alam 
also presented his argu-
ments on behalf of the 
State.

The AG and the lawyer 
for the graft commission 
argued that the lower court 
had already taken a lenient 
stance in handing down 
her the jail term due to 
her age, and this “lenient 
punishment” could not be 
a reason for her bail.

They also said that Zia 
challenged her conviction 
in the High Court and “let 
her get acquitted there”, but 
now she did not deserve 
the bail for her sickness as 
the medical board, which 
had examined her, had not 
recommended that she be 
hospitalised, which could 

have been the ground for 
her bail.

Arguing on behalf of 
Zia, top pro-BNP lawyers, 
including former attorney 
general A J Mohamamd Ali 
pleaded for the former pre-
mier’s bail on the ground of 
her ill health and old age.

BNP secretary general 
Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alam-
gir and other senior party 
leaders were also present in 
the courtroom while party 
activists rallied around the 
Supreme Court complex, 
prompting the govern-
ment to deploy extra se-
curity personnel in and 
around the premises.

Zia’s imprisonment 
shook the country’s po-
litical scenario ahead of 
the general elections in 
December this year. The 
BNP, the main opposition 
outside parliament, alleged 
the trial was politically mo-
tivated to debar her from 
contesting elections, an 
allegation denied by Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina’s 
government.

Political analysts feared 
the BNP is facing politi-
cal wilderness after Zia’s 
conviction, which is likely 
to disqualify her from elec-
tions unless she could ob-
tain a different verdict from 
the Supreme Court.

Beijing, May 8 (PTI): Sun 
Zhengcai, once tipped to 
become President Xi Jin-
ping’s successor and later 
accused of plotting a coup 
against him, was today 
sentenced to life imprison-
ment for taking USD 26.7 
million in bribes.

Sun, a former Politburo 
member during the first 
five-year tenure of Xi, is the 
latest senior cadre to fall in 
the President’s sweeping 
anti-corruption drive. 

Until his arrest last year, 
the Communist Party’s 
54-year-old top official was 
widely tipped to become 
Xi’s successor.

Sun was sentenced 
to life in prison for taking 
bribes of over 170 million 
yuan (USD 26.7 million) 
by the First Intermediate 
People’s Court of Tianjin 
Municipality today, state-
run Xinhua news agency 
reported.

In addition to being im-
prisoned, he was deprived 
of political rights for life 
and all his personal prop-
erty was confiscated. His 
illegal gains and relevant 
yields they generated will 
be retrieved, the court said.

At the public sentenc-
ing, Sun pleaded guilty and 

expressed “sincere repent-
ance.” He said he accepted 
the sentence and he would 
not appeal.

He also said he would 
earnestly reform himself, 
the Xinhua report said. 

A former secretary of 
the Chongqing Municipal 
Committee of the Commu-
nist Party of China (CPC), 
Sun was once tipped for a 
top leadership post. He was 
abruptly removed from of-
fice ahead of the party Con-
gress in October last year.

The Congress con-
firmed the second five-year 
tenure for Xi, who is re-
garded as the most power-
ful leader of China heading 
the party, the Presidency 

and the military. China’s 
Parliament also removed 
the two-term limit for the 
President, paving the way 
for Xi to continue in power 
for life.

Liu Shiyu, chairman of 
the China Securities Regu-
latory Commission, said 
during the October CPC 
Congress that Sun was part 
of a coup against Xi.

The Hong Kong-based 
South China Morning 
Post quoted him as saying 
on October 20 that Xi has 
foiled a coup plot by former 
political heavy weights 
who were at the receiving 
end of his high-profile anti-
graft campaign.

Liu has accused a string 

of disgraced cadres of plot-
ting to seize the reins of 
power.

Among those named 
was Sun who along with 
his wife were summarily 
removed by Xi. Both were 
taken away for disciplinary 
investigations, the Post 
reported.

The court found that 
between 2002 and 2017, 
Sun had taken advantage 
of various posts to pro-
vide help for certain units 
and individuals in project 
bidding, project approv-
al, enterprise operation 
and personnel promotion 
and arrangement, and ac-
cepted money and prop-
erty worth over 170 million 
yuan, either by himself 
or with “certain affiliated 
persons.” 

Sun, as a senior official, 
should have set an exam-
ple in observing the law. 
However, by accepting “ex-
tremely huge amounts of 
bribes,” Sun had seriously 
undermined the work of 
state organs, it said.

However, it also noted 
that most of the bribes 
involved were “taken di-
rectly by certain affiliated 
persons,” and that Sun had 
confessed to his wrong do-

ings, showed repentance 
and been cooperative in 
returning illegal gains. All 
the illegal gains involved 
have been retrieved, it 
said.

The court said the sen-
tence was handed down 
with consideration of the 
above-mentioned facts. 

The high profile an-
ti-corruption campaign 
launched by Xi five years 
ago has led to the downfall 
of a number of top CPC 
officials.

Xi’s critics allege that 
he has used the campaign 
against his political rivals.

Since the last year’s 
Congress, several officials 
at or above deputy min-
isterial level and senior 
military officials have been 
investigated or punished, 
including former Chi-
nese military chief of staff 
Fang Fenghui and Lu Wei, 
former deputy head of the 
Publicity Department of 
the CPC Central Commit-
tee, as well as vice gover-
nors of Shaanxi, Shandong 
and Jiangxi provinces.

Over a million officials 
of various ranks have been 
punished in Xi’s anti-graft 
campaign since he came to 
power in 2013.
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Radiant in red, Sonam Kapoor weds Anand Ahuja Angelina Jolie 
backs biopic on 
athlete Jim Thorpe

Dr. Dre loses 
trademark 
battle with 
gynaecologist 

Carrie Underwood gets emotional in music video

Nothing comes naturally 
to me – Alia Bhatt

British singer Dua Lipa to perform 
at Champions League final

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

11 am, 5 pm: Avengers: Infinity 
War (Eng) 3D
2 pm, 8 pm: Avengers : Infinity War 
(Eng) 2D

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

A
ctress Sonam Kapoor, who has earned the 
‘fashionista’ tag in Bollywood with her ex-
perimental taste, chose a bright red lehenga 
with heavy jewellery for her wedding day as 
she tied the knot with long-time beau Anand 

Ahuja at a traditional Anand Karaj ceremony here on 
Tuesday morning.

Sonam wore a lotus-motif ensemble by designer An-
uradha Vakil and looked every bit the Punjabi bride with 
her hands adorned by a deep maroon colour of henna, 
both wrists full of the ‘chooda’ and ‘kaleere’. She wore a 
statement maatha-patti for the Sikh wedding rituals.

The groom, a Delhi-based businessman, too looked 
dapper in a Raghavendra Rathore creation, a beige sher-
wani. He paired his sherwani with a beige and cream 
‘saafa’ along with pearl and ruby strings.

The wedding took place at Sonam’s aunt’s place in 
Bandra here, with a slew of close family and friends of 
the couple in attendance.

The wedding proceedings were closely guarded as 
even Sonam arrived at the venue in a car with curtains 
hiding her look from the media. 

Later, an official photograph of the actress in her 
bridal avatar, as well as another one featuring the happy 
couple, were released. However, curious fans of the 
actress were filled in with inside photographs and video 
snippets via social media.

A short video showcasing Sonam walking the aisle 
saw the actress being accompanied by her brothers, led 
by Harshvardhan and cousin Arjun.

Sonam’s father and veteran actor Anil Kapoor and 
brother Harshvardhan looked smart in sherwanis while 
cousins Janhvi, Khushi, Anshula, Shanaya and Arjun 
were dressed in ethnic designer wear for the special day. 

Other family members Boney Kapoor, Sanjay 
Kapoor and Maheep Kapoor too were present for the 
occasion.

From the film and fashion industry, Amitabh Bach-
chan, Abhishek Bachchan, Karan Johar, Jacqueline Fern-
andez, Rani Mukerji, Swara Bhasker, Kareena Kapoor 
Khan, Saif Ali Khan, Karisma Kapoor, Ranveer Singh, 
designer Masaba Gupta and stylist Pernia Qureshi were 
present.

The actress’ “Veere Di Wedding” co-star Kareena 
looked elegant in a soft pink ensemble as she walked 
colour co-ordinated with husband Saif and son Taimur.

Sonam, after debuting in Bollywood with “Saa-
wariya” in 2008, has featured in movies like “Delhi-6”, 
“Aisha”, “Raanjhanaa”, “Bhaag Milkha Bhaag”, 
“Khoobsurat”, “Prem Ratan Dhan Payo”, “Neerja” 
and “Pad Man”. 

Her performance in “Neerja” won her a 
Special Mention at the National Film Awards.

Sonam is known for her unique but 
impeccable taste in fashion and is known 
to be quite a trendsetter.

Before what seems like bringing red 
back in fashion with her bridal outfit 
on Tuesday, Sonam chose to go with 
subtle colours for her pre-wedding 
ceremonies.

For her mehendi function on 
Sunday, she chose a peach and grey 
sharara ensemble by Vakil, and for 
her grand sangeet celebrations on 
Monday, she was elegance personi-
fied in a heavy ivory lehenga by 
Abu Janu-Sandeep Khosla.

The newlywed will make an 
appearance together for the 
media on Tuesday evening at a 
grand reception party at The 
Leela here.

IANS

A
ctress-filmmak-
er Angelina Jolie 
is producing a 
biopic on Na-
tive American 

athlete Jim Thorpe.
Jolie and Escape 

Artist Productions’ Todd 
Black and Steve Tisch will 
produce “Bright Path: The 
Jim Thorpe Story”, reports 
variety.com. 

Martin Sensmeier will 
executive produce and 
star as the world-re-
nowned athlete. Abra-
ham Taylor is also on 
board to produce the 
project, which has an 
original screenplay 
by Taylor, Alex Nibley 
and Sterlin Harjo. 

Regarded as one 
of the greatest athletes 
in the history of 
modern sports, 
Thorpe 
was also a 
member of 
the Sac and 
Fox Nation. In 
1912, he won 
two Olympic 
gold medals 
representing 
the US while 
his citizenship 
went unrecog-
nized during a 
period of cul-

tural genocide for Native 
Americans. 

He went on to play 
Major League Baseball, 
professional football and 
eventually founded the 
organisation that became 
the NFL.

“I’m honoured to be 
working on this project,” 
Jolie said. 

“I have had the privi-
lege of spending time with 

Bill Thorpe, and 
will be listening 

to and guided 
by the Tribes 
and the 
Thorpe 
family in the 

making of 
this film.”

IANS

R
apper Dr. Dre has 
lost his longstand-
ing legal battle with 
a gynaecologist of 
the same name.

Dr. Drai, a Pennsylvania-
based gynaecologist in 2015 
filed to trademark his name 
and “Doctor Drai OBGYN and 
Media Personality” and won 
the right to keep using his 
trademark name, reports tmz.
com. 

The rapper had tried to 
pump the brakes on that 
application, claiming it 
would cause confusion in the 
marketplace since their names 
sound alike.

But according to the 
gynaecologist’s application, he 
has been going by the name 
Dr. Drai for years. He has 
authored books and has even 
made public appearances 
using it. 

The trademark office 
agreed with the medical doc-
tor, saying although the rapper 
was well known there was 
not enough evidence people 
would be confused.

IANS
resenting the US while 

his citizenship went unrec-
ognized during a period of 
cultural genocide for Native 
Americans. 

He went on to play Major 
League Baseball, profes-
sional football and eventually 
founded the organisation that 
became the NFL.

“I’m honoured to be work-
ing on this project,” Jolie said. 

“I have had the privilege 
of spending time with Bill 
Thorpe, and will be listening 
to and guided by the Tribes 
and the Thorpe family in the 
making of this film.”

IANS

Singer Carrie Underwood got teary-eyed in the first music video after receiving over 40 
stitches in her face. The video for “Cry pretty” - Underwood’s first single from her forthcom-
ing sixth studio album - finds the star crying in the shower before making a triumphant 
return to the stage and handling the pressures of fame. The clip features many close-ups 
of Underwood’s face as she cries. “I apologise if you don’t like what you see,” Underwood 
sings in the emotional tune, adding: “But sometimes my emotions get the best of me/ And 
falling apart is as human as it gets/ You can’t hide it, you can’t fight what the truth is.” 
The former “American Idol” winner chose to preview the video on “American Idol” revival. 
Underwood debuted the song on April 11 before singing it live for the first time during an 
emotional performance at an awards ceremony on April 15.

IANS

S
he may personify spontaneity 
on screen but Alia Bhatt says 
acting is a “challenge” and she 
is “not naturally gifted” at it.

The 25-year-old actor says 
she tries not to take her profession seri-
ously and let the ‘act’ from the actor flow 
into the character arc when it is show 
time.

“Nothing comes naturally to me. I’m 
not saying acting is a terrible procedure. 
It’s a challenge. But the process is such 
that you don’t have to take it seriously 
and just let it flow naturally in a sense of 
the character, not you as an actor,” Bhatt 
told reporters in a group interview here.

The actor was in the national capital 
to promote her upcoming film “Raazi”, 
with director Meghna Gulzar and co-star 
Vicky Kaushal.

In the film set against the 1971 War, 
Bhatt plays an Indian woman who mar-
ries into a family of Pakistani Armymen 
to spy for her country. 

Talking about her character, Sehmat, 
the actor says there is a misconception 
that one has to have a James Bond-like 
persona to be a spy.

“You don’t have to have a strong and 
forceful demeanour to look like a spy. 
She’s (Sehmat) very quiet, feminine and 
scared at the same time. She’s graceful, 
soft and at the same time very strong. I 
watched some films to get the charac-
ter’s outline right but I didn’t have to 
do anything overtly. I just had to stay 
true to the situation.”

Bhatt, who recently completed 
five years in the Hindi film indus-
try, says she has managed to stay 
away from a particular image as 
she is inherently wired to pick up “a 
variety of roles”.

“An actor is nothing without the 
story or the character they play. I’m 
automatically more attracted to the 
variety of roles, the scope of portrayal 
in the story and the genre. It’s not like 
I put too much thought in picking up 
roles. 

“You may take some time in 
choosing a type of character 
but eventually you know 
what your gut wants. First 
instinct is usually 
the one that you 
should go with 
and that’s what I 
do. Every time I 
give too much 
thought into a 
project, I know I 
should not be do-
ing it,” she said.

The film, 
based on Ha-
rinder Sikka’s 
novel “Calling 
Sehmat”, is a true 
story and Gulzar 
says it explores 
the existence 
of several 

“unsung heroes”.
The director says emotions and ide-

als have evolved over time from 1971 till 
now and similarly, the concept of heroes 
also needs to keep up with the change.

“Otherwise, we will become stagnant 
as a society,” she added.

At a time when nationalism is the 
newest subject of films, Gulzar said if 
“Raazi” is able to spark a debate about 
introspection with respect to the idea, 
the team would consider it a success. 

“The kind of patriotism we are talk-
ing about in the film may come across 
as unfamiliar but because this is a true 
story, the emotions the nations felt at 
that time, do they exist today or should 
they even exist is the question.

“If the film succeeds to spark a 
debate about introspection with respect 
to the idea of nationalism, we would be 
happy. If people start questioning what 
is the essence of patriotism, what is it to 
love and sacrifice for your country, I will 
be very happy.”

Bhatt said she draws inspiration 
from different people for different 
reasons. 

“There’s not one particular person 
whom I would say is my complete idol. 
But I feel it’s important to learn from 
everyone around you. Not only the ones 

who are more successful that 
you - even the simplest ones 

you come across. May be 
not in the same field, if 
you have your heart and 
mind open,” she said.

Also starring Rajit 
Kapur, Soni Razdan, 

Shishir Sharma, 
Jaideep Ahlawat 
and Amruta 

Khanvilkar, 
the film 

releases this 
Friday.

PTI

B
ritish singer Dua 
Lipa is to perform 
at the opening 
ceremony of the 
Champions League 

final between Real Madrid 
and Liverpool in the Ukrainian 
capital Kiev, UEFA announced 
Tuesday.

The 22-year-old Londoner 
is the youngest female artist to 
receive one billion views for a 
music video on YouTube for her 
hit single “New Rules”, reports 
Efe. “I was honoured to be asked 
by UEFA and Pepsi to perform 
at the UEFA Champions League 
final opening ceremony -- it is a 
once in a lifetime opportunity,” 
Lipa said, according to UEFA’s 
website.

“I cannot wait to get in front of 
the fans and be part of such an excit-
ing event -- I am planning to put on 
an unforgettable show!” she added.

The Real Madrid-Liverpool 
match is scheduled to take place 
at Kiev’s Olympic National Sports 
Complex on May 26.

IANS

Bollywood actress Sonam Kapoor dressed in a bridal red lehenga poses for a 
photograph during her wedding in Mumbai on Tuesday May 8. (PTI)
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 (L) Copper Flowers grown in Polymer Templates. (R) FESEM images, CSIO, Chandigarh.

Sun to turn into planetary nebula 
when it dies — astronomers

New technique to detect Chronic Kidney Disease

China develops battery to 
store renewable energy

Creating a botanical garden on pinhead

London, May 8 (IANS): 
While scientists agree that 
the Sun will die in approxi-
mately 10 billion years, 
they were not sure what 
would happen next, until 
now. A new study now 
says that it will turn into 
a massive ring of bright, 
interstellar gas and dust, 
known as a planetary 
nebula.

“This is a nice result... 
We even have found out 
what the Sun will do when 
it dies!” said one of the 
researchers Albert Zijlstra, 
Professor at the University 
of Manchester in Britain. 

A planetary nebula 
marks the end of 90 per 
cent of all stars active lives 
and traces the star’s transi-
tion from a red giant to a 
degenerate white dwarf. 

But, for years, scien-
tists were not sure if the 
Sun in our galaxy would 
follow the same fate as it 
was thought to have too 
low a mass to create a vis-
ible planetary nebula.

To find out, the team 
developed a new stellar, 
data-model that predicts 
the lifecycle of stars.

The model, detailed 
in the journal Nature As-
tronomy, was used to pre-
dict the brightness (or 

luminosity) of the ejected 
envelope, for stars of dif-
ferent masses and ages.

“When a star dies it 
ejects a mass of gas and 
dust - known as its en-
velope - into space. The 
envelope can be as much 

as half the star’s mass. 
This reveals the star’s core, 
which by this point in the 
star’s life is running out of 
fuel, eventually turning 
off before finally dying,” 
Zijslra explained. 

The new models show 

that after the ejection of 
the envelope, the stars 
heat up three times faster 
than found in older mod-
els. 

This makes it much 
easier for a low mass 
star, such as the Sun, to 
form a bright planetary 
nebula. The team found 
that in the new models, 
the Sun is almost exactly 
the lowest mass star that 
still produces a visible, 
though faint, planetary 
nebula. 

“It is only then the hot 
core makes the ejected 
envelope shine brightly 
for around 10,000 years - a 
brief period in astronomy. 
This is what makes the 
planetary nebula visible,” 
Zijslra said.

“Some are so bright 
that they can be seen from 
extremely large distances 
measuring tens of mil-
lions of light years, where 
the star itself would have 
been much too faint to 
see,” Zijslra added.

New Delhi, May 7 (India 
Science Wire): Indian re-
searchers have developed 
a technique which can po-
tentially help in rapid de-
tection of chronic kidney 
disease (CKD). It is a highly 
sensitive electro-chemical 
technique, which can be 
used to detect different 
stages of the disease.

The technique has 
been put together by re-
searchers of the Council 
of Scientific and Indus-
trial Research (CSIR)’s New 
Delhi based Institute of 
Genomics and Integrative 
Biology (IGIB) and Amity 
University, Rajasthan.

It has been developed 
by modifying a multi-
walled carbon nanotube 
electrode with capture 
protein papain via cova-
lent immobilization. The 
binding of the probe to the 
electrode was confirmed 
by various microscopic 
and spectroscopic meth-
ods. Cystatin C, a CKD 
specific marker can bind 
to the capture molecule 
producing variations in 
the electronic transitions 
occurring through the sur-
face modified electrode.

“ This technique could 
detect Cystatin C concen-
trations corresponding to 
baseline as well as differ-
ent stages of CKD. Speci-

ficity of the sensor was 
tested against creatinine, 
albumin, and gliadin and 
was found to be highly 
specific for Cystatin C. “ 
:Dr. Manali Datta

Dr. Manali Datta, re-
searcher of Amity Uni-
versity, who led the study, 
told India Science Wire, 
“This technique could 
detect Cystatin C concen-
trations corresponding to 
baseline as well as differ-
ent stages of CKD. Speci-
ficity of the sensor was 
tested against creatinine, 
albumin, and gliadin and 
was found to be highly 
specific for Cystatin C.” 
“The sensor”, she ex-
plained, “was tested with 
spiked samples of urine 
and was found to give a 
good accuracy rate. It has 
been tested in varying pH 
levels and is able to detect 
as low as 6 microgram of 
CKD specific marker per 
liter of urine”.

CKD is characterized 
by gradual loss of kidney 
function due to degen-
eration of kidney tubules. 
Patients with diabetes, 
hypertension, cardiovas-
cular disease or hormonal 
imbalances have a higher 
risk of developing CKD 
than those without these 
complications. CKD is di-
vided into 5 stages based 

Astronomers find exoplanet 
with cloud-free atmosphere

Google may launch new Android 
controls to manage phone usage

Two NASA astronauts to take spacewalk next week

London, May 8 (IANS): Astronomers 
have found that a planet outside our solar 
system, which is similar to Saturn in mass 
and exceeds the size of Jupiter by 20 per 
cent, has an atmosphere free of clouds.

The hot gas giant, WASP-96b, peri-
odically transits a Sun-like star 980 light 
years away in the southern constellation 
Phoenix.

Using the the European Southern 
Observatory’s Very Large Telescope in 
Chile, the team studied the atmosphere 
of WASP-96b when the planet passed in 
front of its host-star. 

This enabled the team to measure 
the decrease of starlight caused by the 
planet and its atmosphere, and thereby 
determine the planet’s atmospheric 
composition.

“We’ve been looking at more than 
twenty exoplanet transit spectra. WASP-
96b is the only exoplanet that appears 
to be entirely cloud-free and shows such 
a clear sodium signature, making the 
planet a benchmark for characterisa-
tion,” said lead author of the study Niko-
lay Nikolov from University of Exeter in 
Britain. 

Just like an individual’s fingerprints 
are unique, atoms and molecules have a 
unique spectral characteristic that can be 
used to detect their presence in celestial 
objects. 

The spectrum of WASP-96b shows the 

complete fingerprint of sodium, which 
can only be observed for an atmosphere 
free of clouds, according to the study 
published in the journal Nature.

It has long been predicted that so-
dium exists in the atmospheres of hot 
gas-giant exoplanets, and in a cloud-free 
atmosphere it would produce spectra 
that are similar in shape to the profile of 
a camping tent.

“Until now, sodium was revealed 
either as a very narrow peak or found to 
be completely missing. This is because 
the characteristic ‘tent-shaped’ profile 
can only be produced deep in the atmo-
sphere of the planet and for most planet 
clouds appear to get in the way,” Nikolov 
added. 

Clouds and hazes are known to exist 
in some of the hottest and coldest solar 
system planets and exoplanets. 

The presence or absence of clouds 
and their ability to block light plays an 
important role in the overall energy bud-
get of planetary atmospheres.

“It is difficult to predict which of these 
hot atmospheres will have thick clouds. 
By seeing the full range of possible at-
mospheres, from very cloudy to nearly 
cloud-free like WASP-96b, we’ll gain a bet-
ter understanding of what these clouds 
are made of,” explains study co-author 
Jonathan Fortney, Professor at University 
of California, Santa Cruz (UCSC), US.

San Francisco, May 8 
(IANS): To help users 
manage time spend on 
Android mobile devices, 
Google may launch a 
new set of controls to its 
operating system at its 
annual developer con-
ference “Google I/O” 
scheduled to kick-off on 
Tuesday.

In his keynote ad-
dress in US’ Mountain 
View city in California, 
Indian-or igin Chief 
Executive Officer of 
Google, Sundar Pichai, 
was expected to em-
phasise the theme of re-
sponsibility, The Wash-
ington Post reported late 
on Monday.

This anticipated shift 
is reportedly due to the 
increased public scru-
tiny of the industry that 
revolves around the so-
called negative conse-
quences of technology 
products that are used 
by people.

“Some of the criti-
cism centres on the sus-
pected addictive nature 
of many devices and 
programmes,” the re-
port said.

However, when it 
comes to family con-
trols, Google is a step 
ahead with “Family 
Link” -- a suite of tools 
allows parents to reg-
ulate how much time 
their children can spend 
on apps and remotely 

lock their child’s device.
Its rival Apple offers 

“do not disturb” modes 
that limit an iPhone’s 
function overnight or 
while driving.

Google might also 
announce new capa-
bilities to its Artificial 
Intelligence (AI)-pow-
ered Google Assistant to 
make its products more 
interactive and helpful.

It might also launch 
the latest version of An-
droid operating system, 
called Android P. An 
early iteration of An-
droid P was released to 
developers and anyone 
who owns Google’s Pixel 
phones in early March.

According to the me-
dia reports, the next OS 
might be called “Android 
Popsicle”.

In March, Google re-
leased the first develop-
er preview of Android P 
that was mostly focused 
on the changes that will 
affect developers and 
not on user interface 
(UI) adjustments.

Google added a built-
in support for a notch 
cutting into the display 
at the top of the screen, 
called “display cutout 
support”.

The company also 
tweaked the look for the 
“Quick Settings” pan-
el and the notification 
drawer with rounded 
corners.

Wa s h i n g t o n , Ma y  8 
(IANS): Two NASA astro-
nauts are set to go out for 
a spacewalk on May 16 to 
swap out thermal control 
gear that circulates am-
monia to keep the Inter-
national Space Station 
systems cool.

The excursion will be 
conducted by veteran 
spacewalkers Ricky Ar-
nold and Drew Feustel, 
NASA said in a blog post 
on Monday. The two as-
tronauts will conduct a 
second spacewalk on June 

14, it added. 
Space Station officials 

will preview the upcoming 
spacewalks live on NASA 
TV on Tuesday. 

On May 20, just four 
days after the first space-
walk, Orbital ATK is plan-
ning to launch its resupply 
flight on a four day trip to 
the orbital laboratory. 

For the cargo mission, 
Orbital ATK will launch its 
Cygnus spacecraft on an 
Antares rocket from the 
Wallops Flight Facility in 
Virginia, NASA said. 

Cygnus will resupply 
the Expedition 55 crew 
with new science experi-
ments, crew supplies, sta-
tion hardware and gear 
that will be installed on 
the June 14 spacewalk.

NASA also announced 
on Monday that it will host 
a media teleconference on 
May 10, to discuss select 
science investigations and 
technology demonstra-
tions launching on the 
next Orbital ATK com-
mercial resupply flight to 
space station.

Beijing, May 8 (IANS): Chi-
nese scientists have devel-
oped a lead carbon battery 
for storing power gener-
ated from solar panels and 
windmills and claimed 
that with such devices, the 
electricity supply is stable 
for use.

An energy storage sys-
tem with the batteries was 
piloted in Dalian Institute 
of Chemical Physics in 
northeast China’s Liaon-
ing Province, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

There are 46 street-
lights and landscape 
lights using solar energy 
for power at the institute. 
Each lamppost has a solar 
panel to generate power, 
which is sent to a battery 

equipped under the post.
A fully-charged battery 

can power a streetlight for 
more than 23 hours, the 
scientists claimed.

The system was devel-
oped by a research team 
led by Professor Li Xian-
feng and Professor Zhang 
Huamin with the institute.

The scientists said that 
power generated by re-
newable energy sources 
was not continuous and 
stable, making it difficult 
to regulate.

The battery can ensure 
a stable output of electric-
ity. Once applied, it can 
help push the use of clean 
energy from an auxiliary to 
a dominant power gener-
ating source.

In the pilot, the battery 
has shown a 100 per cent 
recharge rate and safety 
performance.

The team has applied 
for 10 national patents for 
the battery.

The research was 
launched under a con-
tract signed between the 
institute and the Baoding 
Fengfan Co., Ltd. under 
the China Shipbuilding 
Heavy Industry Group in 
2015.

For the next step, the 
two sides will start to de-
velop a kilowatt-level and 
a megawatt-level lead-car-
bon battery energy stor-
age system for renewable 
energy projects as its first 
industrial applications.

Chandigarh, May 7 (India 
Science Wire): It is almost 
like going around a bo-
tanical garden full of exotic 
flowers, some of which 
may look similar to lilies 
and marigold. But this gar-
den of nanoflowers can’t 
be relished with naked 
eyes. You need powerful 
electron microscopes to 
wander in the ultra tiny 
world of nanoflowers. A 
typical nanoflower may be 
1000 times thinner than a 
human hair.

The emerging science 
of nanoflowers is attract-
ing the attention of sci-
entists andindustry be-
cause of their high stability 
and enhanced efficiency. 
Nanoflowers can find ap-
plications in optoelec-
tronics devices or sensors, 
catalysis and solar cells. It 
has been discovered that 
nanoflowers have great 
potential for possible ap-
plications in nanotechnol-
ogy, for example, as sen-
sors for hydrogen peroxide 
and glucose, as well as for 
field emission properties.

Researchers across the 
world have obtained a 
series of nanoflowers and 
nanoflower-like structures 
by varying temperature, 
reagent ratio and oth-
er reaction conditions. 
Nanoflower structure pri-
marily consists of simple 
nanostructures such as 
nanorods, nanowalls, or 
nanowires.

Nanoflowers of al-
most all metals have been 
reported in the form of 
elemental nanoflowers; 
metal oxide nanoflowers; 
nanoflowers of hydroxides 
and oxosalts; sulphide, sel-
enide and telluride nano-
flowers; nitride and phos-
phide nanoflowers; as also 
nanoflowers formed by 
organic and coordination 
compounds.

During 2008-11, our 
laboratory in DAV Institute 
of Engineering and Tech-
nology, Jallandhar was 
involved in creating nano-
crystals, quantum dots, 
nanorods and nanowires 
of various dimensions. 
Nanoflower fabrication 
was not on our agenda. 
This interesting phenom-
enon was a by-product of 
our Nanowire fabrication. 
When we failed to produce 
Nanowires, due to some 
unintended discrepancy 
in experimental set up, we 
were rewarded by exqui-
site and exotic patterns 
of copper appearing as 
nanoflowers.

“ The emerging science 

of nanoflowers is attract-
ing the attention of scien-
tists andindustry because 
of their high stability and 
enhanced efficiency. “

Electro-deposition 
technique used in our 
experiment is similar in 
principle to that used for 
the electroplating pro-
cess. Commercially avail-
able polycarbonate mem-
branes of 25 mm diameter 
with pore density of 0.1 
billion pores per square 
centimetre and pore di-
ameter of 100 nm were se-
lected for this experiment. 
Anodic alumina mem-
branes having a pore den-
sity of one billion pores per 
square centimetre and an 
average pore diameter of 
200 nm were used as an 
alternative route for creat-
ing nanoflowers.

Electrochemical cell 
used for growth of Nanow-
ires was fabricated in our 
workshop using Perspex 
sheets. A copper rod of 
0.3 cm diameter was used 
as an anode. The cathode 
consists of copper foil at-
tached to polymer tem-
plate by an adhesive tape 
of good conductivity. The 
electrolyte was prepared 
at room temperature by 
adding 20 gram of Copper 
Sulphate in 100 cc of dis-
tilled water. A few drops of 
dilute Sulphuric acid was 
added to make it conduct-
ing. The inter-electrode 
distance was kept 0.7 cm 
and a current of 2 mil-
liampere was applied for 
10 minutes. The polymer 
template was dissolved 
in dichloromethane to 
liberate copper nanoflow-
ers from the host matrix. 
When experiment was 
repeated using anodic 
alumina, Copper nanow-
ires were produced in the 
centre of the template and 
nanoflowers appeared on 
the periphery, perhaps 
due to poor contact. The 
Scanning Electron Mi-
croscope was used to re-
cord top and side views of 
grown nanoflowers under 
different magnifications.

So far, there is no spe-
cific theory to explain ex-
otic patterns developed 
during electro-deposition 
of copper in anodic alumi-
na or polymer templates. 
A speculative explana-
tion has been provided 
by some researchers on 
the basis of over-deposi-
tion. During the growth of 
copper nanowires in the 
template pores, the cur-
rent remains nearly stable 
until the wires arrive at the 

template surface. If the 
electro-deposition process 
is not stopped at this stage, 
the current keeps rising 
gradually leading to over-
deposition of copper.

In our experiments, 
it was observed that the 
growth of nanoflowers 
depends on two factors: 
cathode over-potential 
and conductivity of the 
cathode surface. If con-
ducting film is used for the 
cathode surface, copper 
ionswill tend to deposit 
into nano-channels of 
polymer template, oth-
erwise they tend to grow 
laterally on the cathode 
surface. The deposition 
of copper takes place only 
when the potential of the 
cathode is lower than the 
equilibrium electrode po-
tential of the electrolytic 
cell; hence, a certain mag-
nitude of cathode over-
potential is necessary.

It has been observed 
that the best flower pat-
terns are created by elec-
tro-deposition of copper 
in polymer templates. 
Due to poor conductiv-
ity of polymer, free flow of 
copper ions into pores of 
template to form Nanow-
ires is restricted, resulting 
in the over-deposition at 
the cathode surface in the 
form of nanoflowers. The 
beauty of these experi-
ments is that no identical 
patterns are produced on 
repeating the experiment. 
It remains an enigma and 
defies scientific explana-
tion.

In case of anodic alu-
mina template, copper 
nanowires were grown in 
central region and nano-
flowers in the peripheral 
zone. It clearly proves the 
hypothesis of differential 
deposition of copper on 
the cathode surface. It is 
difficult to determine the 
exact conditions under 
which nanoflowers are 
synthesized along with 
nanowires.

Our investigations 
reveal that chance plays 
a predominant role in 
growth of nanoflowers. 
The most disturbing fea-
ture of our study is that 
different types of nano-
structures are created un-
der similar experimental 
conditions. Hence, one 
may conclude that fabri-
cation of nanoflowers is an 
art and lacks scientific ex-
planation. However, there 
is one satisfaction that all 
these exotic patterns find 
some analogue in nature.

on severity and deteriora-
tion may happen over a 
period of months to years.

Detection of CKD is 
often serendipitous and 
is normally detected by 
hospital based urine and 
blood tests. These tests 
monitor the protein and 
creatinine levels in the 
urine. One of the main 
disadvantages is that there 
is a blind spot for serum 
creatinine testing. The kid-
ney function has to come 
down by 50 percent if it 
needs to be detected and 
this poses a serious threat 

as required treatment can-
not be given at the right 
time and it could be fatal. 
Hence there is a need for 
a more suitable method to 
estimate the severity of the 
disease, researchers said.

Considering that 72 
million diabetics, 110 mil-
lion hypertensive patients, 
and 40 million suffering 
from cardiovascular dis-
eases in India are prone to 
get CKD, it becomes nec-
essary to develop a point 
of care diagnostics for the 
susceptible population. 
The new technique has 

the potential to be devel-
oped into a point of care 
device.

“If CKD is detected at 
an early stage (Stage 1 or 
2), mere modifications 
in diet and intake of ACE 
inhibitors may prevent the 
progression to end stage 
renal disease”, said Dr. 
Datta. The research team 
included Professor Ashok 
Kumar of IGIB and Dignya 
Desai of Amity University, 
Rajasthan. Study has been 
published in a recent issue 
of journal Biosensors and 
Bioelectronics.



Jaipur, May 8 (PTI): Raja-
sthan Royals lived to fight 
another day with a 15-run 
win over Kings XI Punjab 
as KL Rahul's unbeaten 95, 
coming amidst a surprise 
batting meltdown, went in 
vain in the Indian Premier 
League here tonight.

Opting to bat in this 
must-win game, Rajasthan 
Royals could only muster 
158 for eight despite Jos 
Buttler's blazing 58-ball 
82 at the Sawai Mansingh 
Stadium.

The home team, how-
ever, staged a strong fight-
back with the ball as it re-
stricted Kings XI Punjab to 
143 for seven in the stipu-
lated 20 overs.

Languishing at the bot-
tom of the table prior to this 
game, RR have now moved 
to sixth place, while KXIP 
remained in third position.

RR reduced Kings to 19 
for three in the fourth over 
and the visitors struggled 
to recover from the hor-
rendous start, as they soon 
found themselves stutter-
ing at 45 for four and then 
66 for five, with eight overs 
left. 

For Kings XI Punjab, 
Rahul played the lone 
ranger with 95 off 70 balls, 
his fourth half century of 
the ongoing league. KXIP 
needed 32 runs in the 
last over and Rahul's six 
and two fours were not 
enough.

The dream start was 
provided by Krishnappa 
Gowtham as the off-spin-
ner sent back the danger-
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The Nagaland state Junior Basketball team along with the coach at the Guru Nanak Stadium in 
Ludhiana, Punjab.

S.Naga Trouncers (yellow) and Taurus (black) in action during their match of the ongoing  10th 
Open Basketball Tournament (OBT) at Kohima local ground on Tuesday.

Cleveland's LeBron James shoots against Toronto's Serge Ibaka (9). 

Rajasthan Royals’ Jos Buttler plays a shot during IPL 2018 cricket match against Kings XI Punjab at 
Sawai Mansingh Stadium in Jaipur, on Tuesday.
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IPL: RR beat KXIP by 15 runs, 
keep Playoffs hopes alive

Winless Nagaland jr. basketball 
team seeks consolation win

Sunrisers beat 
RCB by 5 runs

Mancini reaches 
agreement to 
coach Italy - report

LeBron leads Cavaliers into East finals

Alex Ferguson 'showing signs of recovery' after haemorrhage

Open Basketball Tournament enters day- two

ous Chris Gayle with the 
first ball of the third over. 
The spinner slid one down 
the leg side and Gayle 
charged down the wick-
et, only to be excellently 
stumped by Buttler.

The massive break-
through spurred Royals and 
they soon had more reason 

to cheer as Gowtham re-
moved KXIP skipper Ravi-
chandran Ashwin, who 
promoted himself up the 
order, two balls later. 

Jofra Archer then got 
into the act as he had Karun 
Nair hitting one high in 
the air for Jaidev Unadkat 
to complete a well-judged 

catch.
Wickets kept falling and 

runs were to hard to come 
by but Rahul held fort, mix-
ing caution with aggression 
with his team in a crisis 
situation. 

Ish Sodhi bowled beau-
tifully to not only take a 
wicket - of Akshdeep Nath 

Milan, May 8 (AFP):  Zenit Saint Petersburg 
manager Roberto Mancini has reached agree-
ment to become the next Italy coach after 
accepting a pay cut to take the job, according 
to reports on Tuesday.

Gazzetta dello Sport reported that the 
53-year-old Italian has agreed a two-year deal 
worth two million euros ($2.3 million) a year 
which will be penned after the end of the Rus-
sian season which concludes next Sunday.

Zenit are fifth in the Russian Premier 
League, ten points behind already-crowned 
champions Lokomotiv Moscow with one 
match left.

The Russian club are reportedly reluctant 
to let Mancini leave and the Italian Football 
Federation FIGC do not want to pay any com-
pensation to release him from his contract.

The former Italian international joined 
the Russian club last year on a three-year deal 
thought to be worth 4.5 million euros ($5.3 
million) a year. The annual budget for the 
future Italy coach and his backroom staff has 
been fixed at five million euros.

Italy have been without a permanent 
coach since Gian Piero Ventura was sacked 
after they failed to qualify for the World Cup 
for the first time in 60 years after losing to 
Sweden in November.

Italy's under-21 coach Luigi Di Biagio has 
been filling the position on an interim basis.

Meanwhile, Gazzetta also reported that 
Mancini wants to bring back Mario Balotelli 
into the national fold, and will ask goalkeep-
ing legend Gianluigi Buffon to play against the 
Netherlands for a farewell appearance in Turin 
on June 4. Former Bayern Munich coach Carlo 
Ancelotti turned down the opportunity to 
coach the four-time world champions saying 
he preferred to stay in club coaching.

Los Angeles, May 8 (AFP): LeBron 
James led the way as the Cleveland 
Cavaliers wrapped up a series 
sweep with a ruthless demolition 
of the Toronto Raptors on Monday 
to book their place in the NBA 
Eastern Conference finals.

James, the buzzer-beating hero 
of Cleveland's epic victory in game 
three on Saturday, scored 29 points 
as Toronto's bid to avoid the igno-
miny of a 4-0 series loss ended in a 
128-93 pounding.

Toronto had entered the play-
offs as the number one seed from 
the Eastern Conference, and were 
desperate to avoid a third straight 
series defeat to James and the Cavs 
after losses in 2016 and 2017.

But their fragility was under-
scored by a rampant Cleveland 
on Monday, with James leading a 
blowout win that ensures the Cavs 

will be well rested for the Eastern 
Conference finals, where they will 
play either Boston or Philadelphia.

"It was a great series for us," 
James said afterwards. "We had a 
lot of challenges, considering the 
dominance (Toronto) had in the 
regular season. But we had a great 
gameplan and we executed it.

James was once more the tor-
mentor in chief for Toronto, con-
tributing eight rebounds and 11 
assists in addition to his 29 points.

Four other Cavaliers starters 
cracked double digits, with Kevin 
Love scoring 23 points and Kyle 
Korver 16 points.

Jonas Valanciunas was a nota-
ble beacon of resistance, providing 
18 points off the bench. But it was 
too little, too late for Toronto, who 
were comprehensively outplayed 
in every department.

-- but also stymie the KXIP 
run rate. The New Zealand 
leg-spinner's turning deliv-
eries and variations had the 
legendary Shane Warne ap-
plauding from the dugout.

Table toppers Sunrisers Hy-
derabad produced yet an-
other spirited bowling effort 
after skipper Kane William-
son's crucial half-century 
to beat Royal Challengers 
Bangalore by five runs and 
virtually assure themselves 
a place in the play-offs of 
the Indian Premier League 
here today.

Sunrisers not only reg-
ister their fifth consecutive 
win of the tournament to-
day but also defended yet 
another low total riding on 
the performance of their 
excellent bowling unit.

Sent into bat, Sunrisers 
managed a modest 146 but 
came back strongly after the 
break riding on yet another 
gutsy bowling display to 
restrict RCB to 141 for six.

By virtue of this win, 
Sunrisers have consolidated 
their position at the top 
of the table with 16 points 
from 10 games.

RCB, on the other hand, 
are standing on the verge 
of elimination with just six 
points from 10 matches. 
Besides needing to win 
their remaining four games, 
RCB's fortune will also de-
pend on the outcome of 
other matches.

Dimapur, May 8 (EMN): 
The Nagaland state Junior 
Basketball team who are 
currently participating in 
the 69th Junior National 
Basketball Championship 
at the Guru Nanak Stadium 
in Ludhiana, Punjab are yet 
to win a game in the league 
matches despite an upbeat 
performance.

 The team will be play-
ing their last game against 
Jharkhand at 8:15 am on 
Wednesday, an update from 
the association informed on 
Tuesday.

Coach Rajan said “we 
will have to get more scor-
ing from multiple players to 
win here. It has to be an all-
round effort from our young 
boys both in our offensive 
and defensive games if we 
want to win our final game.”

In their first match on 
Monday, Gujarat team beat 
Nagaland 66-24 in a lop-
sided match.

The state team led the 
scoring in the first quarter 

10-8 but fizzled out in the 
remaining quarters as the 
opponents took control of 
the game. The team drew 
blank in the third quarter 
of the game. Captain Kenei-
ngutou was the top scorer 
with 10 points, followed by 
Kethokhru Ernest Nakro 
who finished with 8 points.

In the second match 
on Tuesday, neighbour-
ing state Assam defeated 
Nagaland 63-40. Despite 
a much-improved perfor-
mance, the state team went 
down to the far experienced 
and superior team from 
Assam. The Assam boys 
led the scoring in all quar-
ters of the game. The Naga 
boys experienced the third 
quarter blues for the second 
consecutive game scoring 
just 2 points in all, but they 
finished strongly in the last 
quarter outscoring their 
opponents 17-12 in a losing 
cause. Marshal Pashel was 
the top scorer for the Naga 
boys with 11 points and the 

consistent Keneingutou 
added 10 points.

Teja Singh Dahiwal, 
honorary general secretary, 
Punjab Basketball Asso-
ciation said 28 teams in the 
boys’ section and 25 contin-
gents in the girls’ section are 
taking part in this eight-day 
championship. More than 
145 matches will be con-
ducted at three courts dur-
ing the course of the event.

Nagaland Basketball 
Association in collabora-
tion with Dimapur District 
Basketball Association has 
sent 12 member boys team 
under the age of 18 years, 
including manager and 
coach, to participate in this 
edition of the champion-
ship from May 7 to 14.

The junior boy's team 
of Nagaland is led by Ke-
neingutuo Kevin of Holy 
Cross HSS, Dimapur. of-
ficials Tiameren Amri and 
Rajan Nayak accompanied 
the team as Manager and 
Coach respectively.

Kohima, May 8 (EMN):  
Cretan Bulls, TMB, Taurus, 
Orca, Stallions won their 
respective league matches 
here at the ongoing 10th 
Open Basketball Tourna-
ment (OBT) at Khuociezie 
local ground on Tuesday. 
The tournament is organ-
ised by Nagaland Basketball 
Association (NBA) and Sun-
city Kohima.

While defending cham-
pions Taurus, TMB, Orca, 
Cretan Bulls and Stallions 
remained undefeated on 
the second day as they 
edged closer to the final of 
the tournament.

Playing league matches 
on day-two, Cretan Bulls 

overcame Mission Giants 
by 75 - 17 in the first match,  
TMB edged passed  Eph-
riam by 60 - 47 as Ephriam 
tasted their first defeat in 
the tournament while de-
fending champions Taurus 
trounced Trouncers 65 - 36 
in the third match to remain 
undefeated.

 In the evening, Orca 
routed Last Kings 59 - 32 
in the fourth match while 
in the fifth match, Stallions 
hammered Akelos by 60-35. 
Cretan Bulls battered S Naga 
Trounce 91-31 played in the 
sixth match. While the last 
match between Ephraim 
and Orca have been post-
poned to the next day.

Manchester, May 8 (AFP): For-
mer Manchester United man-
ager Alex Ferguson was sitting up 
and talking to his family, reports 
said Tuesday, as he recovers from 
emergency surgery following a 
brain haemorrhage.

The 76-year-old, who suffered 
the haemorrhage on Saturday, 
remains in intensive care and 
there has been no official update 
on his condition from the Premier 
League club.

But Britain's Mail Online 
said the Scot, who retired in 
2013, was out of a coma and 
showing promising early signs 
of recovery.

"Surgery went very well and 
the 76-year-old's response to 
treatment has given encourage-

ment and cautious optimism to 
those close to him," the report 
said.

"However, they recognise it 
will still be a slow road to full 
recovery as he continues to be 
assessed."

"The prognosis is good and 
his closest friends in football are 
being kept abreast of any devel-
opments," a source told The Sun 
newspaper.

One of the greatest managers 
in football history, Ferguson won 
38 trophies in more than 26 years 
in charge of United, including 
13 Premier League titles and the 
Champions League twice.

Support has flooded in from 
the football world and from those 
outside the game and United mid-

fielder Michael Carrick said that 
the response shows the esteem in 
which his former boss is held.

"The whole football world is 
incredible but outside of that as 
well, from all corners of the globe 
and different walks of life, people 
have shown their support," he told 
MUTV.

"That's the effect he had on 
people. It was the effect he had on 
everyone. He means a lot to me, as 
he does to this club.

"We were all praying for him 
and thinking of him, Cathy and 
the family. It's a tough time for 
everyone but I'm thinking positive 
and hoping he will pull through."

- Giggs tribute -
Wales manager Ryan Giggs, 

who was part of all of Ferguson's 

13 Premier League title-winning 
teams after being given his debut 
as a 17-year-old in 1991, told the 
BBC: "I know the operation has 
been a success -- but he is a fighter 
and that is what makes me think 
he will be able to make a recovery.

"Now is the time to pray and 
hope he can make a full recovery. 
He has been the biggest influence 
in my career, both on and off the 
pitch."

Defender Phil Jones, one of 
a handful of players signed by 
Ferguson who is still at the club, 
added: "I know his character. I 
know he has that fight in him. 
Hopefully he'll recover well.

"He has got all his family and 
friends around him, the support 
from all the players and staff at 

Man United and football around 
the world."

United have thanked the 
many well-wishers, including 
Premier League managers Arsene 
Wenger, Pep Guardiola and Jurgen 
Klopp, who have spoke of their 
admiration for Ferguson.

Wenger enjoyed a long, and 
at times fractious rivalry with Fer-
guson as they battled for Premier 
League supremacy in the first 
decade of the Frenchman's long 
reign in charge of Arsenal.

However, they later became 
friends and with Wenger leaving 
Arsenal at the end of the season, 
Ferguson presented his old ad-
versary with a memento on his 
final visit to United's Old Trafford 
ground just last weekend.

Meanwhile, Oka Chishi, 
an entrepreneur and the 
match patron, in his short 
speech lauded the Sunc-
ity Kohima for taking the 

initiative to organise such 
a sporting event. Stating 
that basketball is a billion-
dollar industry at present, 
he encouraged the players 
to put their efforts in getting 
the fundamental and basics 
of basketball to excel in the 
game.

Zaleo Rio, deputy speak-
er of the Nagaland Legisla-
tive Assembly and president 
of Nagaland Basketball also 
attended the tournament.

While the first match on 
day-three will commence at 
10:30 AM and players have 
been informed to report by 
10:00 AM.

Wednesday's fixtures
1st match: Ephraim Vs Akelos
2nd match: TMB Vs Orca
3rd match: Taurus Vs Ophidian
4th match: Last Kings Vs Akelos
5th match: Ephraim Vs Orca
6th match: TMB Vs Stallions
7th match: Mission Giants Vs 
Ophidian


