
A dust storm is seen building up over the city of Bikaner on Monday. A fresh advisory from the India 
Meteorological Department (IMD) forecast  likely dust storm and heavy rain at isolated places in Uttar 
Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, western Rajasthan and in the Northeast.

PTI

A scene from the place of accident in Wokha on Monday. 
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Thunderstorm accompanied by squall, 
hail to lash parts of north, east India today

Absent doctor: Shamator 
students give 14-day deadline 

'One Stop Centres' for 
women in 100 more districts

Picnicking in New Chumukedima 
village limited to parks 

ToR of 15th Finance Commission 
poses threat to economic 
independence of states'

Food and Civil Supply department’s 
truck falls off Wokha road

Five-Judge SC bench to hear plea against rejection of impeachment notice 

Flood warning issued for Nagaland’s low-lying areas  
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 28° 20°

Agartala 31° 26°

Gangtok 25° 13°

Guwahati 30° 21°

Imphal 26° 18°

Itanagar 27° 19°

Shillong 31° 16°

Delhi 41° 27°

Kolkata 39° 28°

Chennai 38° 28°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 23° 16°
DIMAPUR 30° 20°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 3mm 90%
DIMAPUR 5mm 94%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals

WEATHER
TEMPERATURE

What would life be if 
we had no courage to 

attempt anything?

~ Vincent Van Gogh
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Arsenal mark Wenger’s final 
home game with 5-0 thrashing 
of Burnley |  P11

 Putin sworn in for fourth term 
as Russia president  |  P9

New Delhi, May 7 (PTI): 
Thunderstorm accompa-
nied by squall and hail is 
likely to lash large parts of 
northern and eastern India 
besides isolated places in 
the south tomorrow with 
winds gusting up to 50-70 
kilometers per hour, the 
India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) said.

The IMD said, thun-
derstorm, accompanied by 
squall and hail, was very 
likely at isolated places over 
Himachal Pradesh and Ut-
tarakhand tomorrow.

Thunderstorm, accom-
panied with squall, is also 
very likely at isolated places 
over Jammu and Kashmir, 
Haryana, Chandigarh, Del-
hi, western Uttar Pradesh 
and sub- Himalayan West 
Bengal and Sikkim.

Thunderstorm, accom-
panied with gusty winds, 
is very likely at isolated 
places over Punjab, Assam, 
Meghalaya, Nagaland, Ma-
nipur, Mizoram and Tripu-
ra, Bihar, western Madhya 
Pradesh, east Uttar Pradesh 
and East Rajasthan, Coastal 
and South Interior Karnata-
ka, Tamil Nadu and Kerala.

Heavy rains were very 
likely at isolated places over 
Tamil Nadu, south interior 
Karnataka and Kerala.

Today, thunderstorm, 
accompanied by squall 
with wind speed reaching 
50- 70 kmph and hail, is 
very likely at isolated places 
over Jammu and Kashmir, 

Dimapur, May 7 (EMN): The Nagaland 
State Disaster Management Authority 
(NSDMA) has advised its district units to 
remain alert to the possibility of ‘flood in 
low-lying areas’ of the state.

The NSDMA, on Monday, issued a 
press release containing the warning as 
well as precautionary steps to be taken 
in the event of any monsoon-related 
disaster. “Due to incessant rains for the 
past few days, there is a likelihood of 
floods in the low lying areas (Dimapur, 
Tizit and Tuli), erosion of river banks and 
landslides. 

“It is therefore, requested to all the 
line departments engaged in emergency 
response/ maintenance of public utili-
ties and the District Disaster Manage-
ment Authorities (DDMAs) and the 
State Disaster Response Force (SDRFs) 
to remain alert for any monsoon related 
disasters. All the DDMAs are informed to 
take precautionary measures as weather 
forecast still indicates possibility of rains 
and thunderstorms accompanied by 
squally/gusty winds across the state,” it 
informed. 

(Precautionary measures in page 6)

Your honour, do you want me 
to tell my story or what my 
advocate told me to tell?

Mirror Takes

Jacqueline feted with PETA India’s 
digital activism award  |  P10

~ Arien

Himachal Pradesh and Ut-
tarakhand, a home ministry 
spokesperson said quoting 
the IMD advisory.

Thunderstorm accom-
panied by squall is very 
likely at isolated places over 
Punjab, Haryana, Chan-
digarh, Delhi, Bihar, As-
sam, Meghalaya, Gangetic 
West Bengal, Nagaland, 
Manipur, Mizoram and 
Tripura.

Thunderstorm, accom-
panied with gusty winds, is 
very likely at isolated places 
over western Uttar Pradesh, 

New Delhi, May 7 (IANS): 
As many as 100 additional 
districts would have One 
Stop Centres (OSC) aimed 
at supporting women af-
fected by violence, as part 
of plans to cover all dis-
tricts of the country in due 
course, an official state-
ment said on Monday.

"In the Programme Ap-
proval Board (PAB) meeting 
of the Ministry of Women 
and Child Development 
today, 100 additional One 

Jharkhand, sub-Himalayan 
West Bengal, Sikkim, Odi-
sha, Telangana, north inte-
rior Karnataka, Tamil Nadu 
and Kerala.

Thunderstorm, accom-
panied with dust storm, is 
very likely at isolated places 
over Rajasthan. Dust storm 
is very likely at isolated 
places over northwest Mad-
hya Pradesh.

Heavy rains were also 
very likely at isolated places 
over Assam, Meghalaya, 
Nagaland, Manipur, Mizo-
ram and Tripura.

Thunderstorm with 
light rain and strong winds 
would also occur in Delhi-
NCR, Hissar, Jind, Rohtak, 
Bhiwani and Narnaul to-
day, the IMD advisory said.

Heat wave conditions 
were likely at one or two 
pockets over Vidarbha and 
West Madhya Pradesh to-
day.

Dimapur, May 7 (EMN): 
The Shamator Town Stu-
dent’s Union (STSU) has 
stated that a lone medical 
officer posted at commu-
nity health centre (CHC) 
Shamator was ‘wilfully ab-
staining from his duty since 
November last year without 
any proper leave or alter-
nate arrangement till date’ 
even as patients continue 
to rush to the CHC. 

The union has sent an 
‘open letter’ to the medical 
officer of Shamator CHC, 
a copy of which was made 
available to press on Mon-
day. “The STSU had also 
appraised the matter in de-
tail to the CMO Tuensang 
who had paid his physi-
cal visit last year at CHC 
Shamator to take stock of 
the situation. 

“However, despite our 
earnest appeal, the pa-
tients were left unattended 
medically and deprived 
of even their basic right in 
availing medical services 
owing to the prolonged un-
authorised absence of the 
lone CMO. Consequent-
ly, organisations like the 
Shamator Town Public Fo-
rum (STPF) had recently 
exposed the poor state of 
health centre through print 
media on 23rd April 2018 
after their physical verifi-
cation. 

“How e v e r,  d e s p i t e 
bringing out the facts with 
figures to the notice of the 
department and all the 
concerned stakeholders, 
neither the Health and 
Family department took 
cognisance of the genuine 

matter nor the MO paid 
heed to the call of the STPF 
for the reason best known 
to the department and the 
concerned MO till date,” 
the letter read. 

Therefore, it stated, in 
view of the “health care 
deprivation by the MO”, 
the STSU urge the officer 
concerned to report to his 
place of posting within a 
period of two weeks ‘from 
the date of publishing this 
open letter’.

Failure to comply with 
the directive will force the 
union to ‘seek higher legal 
action from the appropri-
ate authority and expose 
every activity of the MO 
including the immediate 
cause that led to his depar-
ture on whatsoever reason’, 
it warned. 

Our Correspondent
Wokha, May 7 (EMN): A truck transporting 
269 bags of rice belonging to the state’s Food 
and Civil Supply department to Zunheboto 
district met with an accident at New Wokha 
village near Hammock Resort, in Wokha 
district at around 8 am on Monday.

The accident was reported to have 
caused from a technical failure on a hair-
band turning before reaching Hammock 
Resort. Luckily, the driver of the truck and 
the handyman escaped unhurt.  

A recovery van belonging to Wokha DEF 
was deployed initially to retrieve the truck 
which had fallen off the road.  

But the continuing rough weather 
conditions coupled with incessant rain on 
Monday played spoilsport to the mission, 
and the truck could not be pulled till the fil-
ing of this report on Monday evening.

Also, it was informed that a truck carry-
ing ‘rice stocks’ went off the road from the 
same spot last year during the monsoon 
season.

New Delhi, May 7 (IANS): A five-Judge 
Constitution Bench of the Supreme 
Court will hear on Tuesday a plea by 
two Congress Rajya Sabha members 
against house Chairman M. Venkaiah 
Naidu's decision to reject a notice on 
the impeachment motion against apex 
court's Chief Justice Dipak Misra.

The bench comprising Justices 
A.K. Sikri, Justice S.A. Bobde, Justice 
N.V. Ramana, Justice Arun Mishra, and 
Justice Adarsh Kumsar Goel will hear 
the matter as a first item at 10.30 a.m.

The plea by two Rajya Sabha mem-
bers -- Pratap Singh Bajwa and Amee 
Harshadray Yajnik -- was included 
in the supplementary list issued by 
the top court's Registry on Monday 
evening.

Earlier on Monday morning, a 
bench headed by Justice J. Chela-
meswar told senior counsel Kapil Sibal 
to "come back tomorrow" as the latter 
mentioned the matter for listing for an 
early hearing.

Sibal told the court that since the 
matter involved the Chief Justice of 
India, it could not be mentioned be-
fore him.

He had also told the bench that the 
rejection of the notice of motion seek-
ing the removal of Chief Justice Misra 
raised "serious constitutional issues" 
and involved interpretation of consti-
tutional provisions.

The Rajya Sabha Chairman had on 
April 23 rejected the notice given by 
Rajya Sabha members of the Congress 

and six other opposition parties to seek 
the removal of Chief Justice Misra on 
grounds of "misbehaviour". 

Naidu had said that the notice 
lacked merit.

The petitioners contended that 
Naidu's decision to reject the notice is 
"ex facie illegal, arbitrary, and violative 
of Article 14 of the Constitution" that 
guarantees equality before law.

They contended that the decision 
under challenge is in the teeth of the 
constitutional mandate of Articles 124 
(4) and 124(5) of the Constitution.

"It is not the Rajya Sabha Chair-
man's prerogative to adjudicate 
whether there has been any abuse by 
the CJI of his power as the Master of the 
Roster (in the Supreme Court). This is 

the job of the Inquiry Committee," the 
petitioners contended.

The two lawmakers sought direc-
tions to the Rajya Sabha Chairman 
to admit the notice for impeachment 
motion and constitute a committee 
to investigate the grounds mentioned 
therein.

They also sought that Section 3(1) 
of the Judges Inquiry Act of 1968, inso-
far it allows the Rajya Sabha Chairman 
and Lok Sabha Speaker to exercise 
discretion in accepting or rejecting a 
notice of motion for the removal of 
Judge (s) as ultra vires of the Constitu-
tion, particularly Article 124 (4) and (5).

Section 3 of the Judges Inquiry Act 
provides for the "investigation into 
misbehaviour or incapacity of the 

Judge by the committee".
Sub-Section 1 of Section 3 of the 

Judges Inquiry Act says: "The Speaker 
or, as the case may be, the Chairman 
may, after consulting such persons, if 
any, as he thinks fit and after consider-
ing such materials, if any, as may be 
available to him, either admit the mo-
tion or refuse to admit the same.

Naidu had taken recourse to this 
provision on April 23 to reject the im-
peachment motion notice.

"None of the reasons given by 
the Chairman in the impugned order 
carry any weight or are legally tenable. 
It deserves to be set aside for being 
wholly extraneous and ultra vires to the 
Constitution and the Inquiry Act," said 
the petitioners.

Stop Centres have been approved 
in the states of Haryana, Himachal 
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Mahar-
ashtra, Mizoram, Nagaland, Odisha, 
Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh," said 
an ministry statement.

The OSCs aim to facilitate inte-
grated services for violence-affected 
women like police assistance, medical 
aid, psycho-social counselling, legal 
aid/counselling and temporary stay 
for five days under one roof.

The government has already set 
up 182 centres since April 2015. More 
than 1.3 lakh women affected by 
violence have been assisted at these 
centres till date in the 33 states and 
Union Territories, said the statement.

On April 21, 2018, the Cabinet de-
cided that in the coming years every 
district will be covered by one OSC 
and each OSC will be strengthened 
with an additional annual grant of Rs 
50,000 for immediate assistance for 
first aid, it said.

The OSCs are set up in existing and 
new buildings in a standard format. 
The first OSC built at Raipur, Chhat-
tisgarh has received the President's 
award on March 8, 2018 on the Inter-
national Women's Day.

Also, the scheme of Universaliza-
tion of Women's Helpline (181) is 
now operational and every OSC is 
integrated to this helpline, which has 
helped more than 16.5 lakh women so 
far, the Ministry said.

Dimapur, May 7 (EMN): 
The New Chumukedima 
village council has banned 
‘picnicking in and around 
the village’ except for parks, 
with immediate effect from 
June 1 ‘until further notice’. 

The council issued a 
press release on Monday 
informing the same. “In 
accordance with the reso-
lution adopted on January 
27 this year, in the general 
meeting held at New Chu-
mukedima Village Council 
Hall attended by the village 
council, youth organisa-
tion women society and 
students union of New 
Chumukedima, picnicking 
in and around within our 
village jurisdiction except 

parks has been banned with 
effect from the 1st of June 
2018 until further notice. 

“This decision was tak-
en after deliberate discus-
sion by the various village 
functionaries. In as much 
as the need and value of lei-
sure times is acknowledge, 
the ban on picnic has been 
necessitated on account 
of numerous unpleasant 
incidents caused by irre-
sponsible picnickers which 
has to be bored (sic) by the 
villagers as the inhabitants 
of the area.

“These reasons in-
cludes: polluting the en-
vironment by blasting of 
crackers, breaking of bot-
tles, littering of the river 

which serves as the source 
of water supply for domestic 
consumption to Dimapur 
and its extended colonies 
including Sovima Village, 
drunk picnickers indulging 
in indecent and immoral 
activities openly which is 
unethical and detrimental 
for healthy societal con-
duct,” it informed.

The council has also 
informed that “hunting, 
fishing with electrocuting 
machines, gill nets, use of 
chemical and collection 
of forest products are not 
allowed within its jurisdic-
tion. Violators of the afore-
mentioned restrictions will 
be punished as per the vil-
lage laws”.

Amaravati, May 7 (PTI): The Terms of 
Reference (ToR) of the 15th Finance 
Commission posed a threat to the 
economic independence of states, a 
conclave of Chief Ministers, finance 
ministers and secretaries of various 
states opined here today.

They made a strong pitch for as-
sured devolution (of funds) rather 
than discretionary devolution.

The conclave strongly opposed 
the ToR, saying they reflected the 
Centre's 'discriminatory attitude' 
towards the states.

A draft memorandum approved 
at the conclave, which would be 
submitted to the President, said the 
ToR violates the federal principle as 
enshrined in the Constitution, erodes 
the autonomy of all states and brings 
significant financial hardship.

"The ToR of the FFC raises seri-
ous concerns. They are qualitatively 
different from the ToR of the previous 
Finance Commissions. Some of the 
changes infringe on the provisions 
of the Constitution. Some others are 
disruptive of well-settled federal fiscal 
arrangements in India," it said.

The conclave feared that these 
changes would restrict the states 
from fulfilling their constitutional 
obligations as listed in the Seventh 
Schedule.

"They will also prevent states 

from working effectively towards 
independent and distinct goals and 
aspirations within the overall consti-
tutional framework. They will, thus, 
further weaken cooperative federal-
ism in India," it said.

While suggesting at least 13 
amendments to the ToR, the con-
clave also wanted Union Territories 
with legislature (NCT of Delhi and 
Puducherry) included along with 
states for consideration by the FFC.

The main amendment sought 
was to Para 4 (ii) to restore the words 
"which are in need of assistance", 
mentioned in Article 275 of the Con-
stitution, in the appropriate place.

It also wanted the last sentence 
in Para 5 relating to revenue deficit 
grants deleted. In Para 6, the conclave 
sought deletion of the words 'likely to 
be reached by 2024-25' and insertion 
of 'current' after the words 'on the 
basis of'.

Terms referring to flagship 
schemes of the Union Government 
and Direct Benefits Transfer should 
also be deleted, it said.

It wanted Para 8 amended to read 
'The Commission, while making its 
recommendations, is directed to use 
the population data of 1971 in all 
cases where population is a factor for 
determination of the devolution of 
taxes, duties and grants-in-aid".
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Nagaland is losing INR 10 
cr. every year — ANCSF

Nagaland University opens gymnasium at Meriema campus

NSEE 2018 examination on May 23

Bhandari Town Baptist Church women organise seminar

Adolescent education 
prog. conducted in schools

NCS probationers trek to Dzükou

AR rally for HIV / AIDS free Nagaland

AR apprehends 
NSCN (R) cadre

Pughoboto planning board meet

Prof. R C Gupta inaugurating the gymnasium at the NU boys’ hostel at Meriema.

Resource persons share in a photograph with women of Bhandari Town Baptist Church after the seminar outside the church’s 
premises, in Wokha.

Organisers with students during the seminar in Kohima.
Officers of the ATI and NCS probationers posing for the lens on their way to Dzükuo valley, in Kohima.

Assam Rifles personnel and villagers before the rally began, in Kiphire on May 7.

NDPP central team to visit Dimapur 
Members of the central Nationalist Democratic Progressive 
Party (NDPP) will be visiting Dimapur on May 9. A note 
from the party informed all the region’s office bearers—
presidents, general secretaries, and secretaries of women, 
youth and minority units along with assembly unit presidents 
and general secretaries of all five constituencies—to 
attend the meeting. Central office bearers representing 
Dimapur region in regard women, and youth units besides 
other frontals and current NDPP legislators and former 
candidates, are invited to the event too and to ‘share their 
opinions.’ The venue and time for the meeting has been 
scheduled for at 6 pm at Hotel Saramati in the city.

UBCANEI to hold prayer chain
Executive secretary of the United Baptist Churches 
Association North East India (UBCANEI) has informed all 
the churches under UBCANEI that 60 hours chain of prayer 
programme will commence from May 10 at 12 noon to May 
12, 12 noon. All are requested to participate and to pray 
with the prayer points according to the schedule given. Also 
UBCANEI executive members of all department and church 
leaders have been requested to attend the 11th foundation 
day programme which has been scheduled on May 12 at 10 
am at UBC, Midland in Dimapur. 

GPRN/NSCN convenes joint meeting
The Ministry of Kilo Affairs GPRN/NSCN has convened a 
joint coordination meeting with regional administrative 
officers and secretaries on May 9 at 10 am at the council 
headquarter, Kehoi camp. A press release from MIP has 
requested all the members in concern have been requested 
to attend positively.  

Adhoc-teachers 2015 batch of 
Mokokchung to meet
The All Nagaland Adhoc-Teacher Group 2015 batch of 
Mokokchung unit has called a general meeting on May 12 
at 10 am at Penh Community Hall in Mokokchung. All the 
members who have appeared for suitability test on May 20, 
2017 are asked to attend the meeting.

Subordinate Legislation  
convenes 1st meeting  
The Subordinate Legislation has convened its first meeting 
on May 14 at 11 am at the committee room of the Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly Secretariat in Kohima. The Subordinate 
Legislation Chairman, Toshi Wungtung has informed all its 
members to attend the meeting. 

DWU to conduct annual meeting 
The Duncan Women Union will be conducting its annual 
general meeting on May 12 at the Duncan Council Hall in 
Dimapur at 10 am. All the women residents of Duncan Basti 
have been requested to attend the meeting.

TNAI of Dimapur to observe 
International Nurses Day
The Trained Nurses Association of India (TNAI) of Dimapur 
unit will be observing an International Nurses Day with 
the theme “A voice to lead-health is a human right,” on 
May 11 at 12 noon at Medical Fellowship hall, District 
Hospital in Dimapur. All the retired nurses and TNAI 
members of Dimapur district have been invited to attend 
the programme. 

Eralibill village to conduct annual meeting
The Eralibill Village Council (EVC) has informed all the 
residents of the village that the annual general meeting and 
audit report presentation will be held on May 12 at 8 am 
at village council hall premises. All are requested to attend 
the meeting positively.

IRCS of Dimapur to observe World 
Red Cross Day 
The Indian Red Cross Society (IRCS) of Dimapur district 
will be observing World Red Cross Day on today at 11 am 
at Pranabananda Women’s College, Lhomithi colony in 
Dimapur. The society has requested patrons, vice-patrons, 
managing committee members, life members, junior Red 
Cross members, NGOs and leaders of the society and well-
wishers to attend the programme. Swamiji Chinmayananda 
Ji Maharaj will attend the event as the guest of honour. It 
also informed that free dental camp will be organised on 
the day at the college premises, with Dr. Dipika Jain, BDS 
and team along with nurses of Digambar Bhagwan Mahavir 
Charity Clinic.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, May 7 (EMN): 
While urging the Govern-
ment of Nagaland to lift 
the National Cooperative 
Development Council 
(NCDC) schemes which 
has been excluded, the 
All Nagaland Co-opera-
tive Societies Federation 
(ANCSF) pointed out that 
the ‘state is losing its share 
of INR 10 crore every year, 
though the stated has 
been categorized as the 
least developed state in 
the country.’  

The federation has 
urged the state govern-
ment to start implement-
ing the scheme without 
further delay. 

Also while appreciat-
ing the department of 
Co-operative for taking up 
the Integrated Coopera-

tive Development Project 
(ICDP) project in Kohima, 
Peren, Kiphire, Longleng, 
and Tuensang, the fed-
eration has urged the 
government particularly 
the department of Co-
operative to expedite for 
early implementation of 
ICDP project in the state.

A press release issued 
by the federation presi-
dent and general secre-
tary on Monday, stated 
that during its 3rd general 
meeting on May 5 held 
at the State Red Cross 
Building in Kohima, the 
members deliberated on 
various issues and unani-
mously made some reso-
lutions for the welfare 
of primary co-operative 
societies.

During the meeting, 

the members agreed in 
principle to affiliate its 
registration with the de-
partment of Co-opera-
tion w.e.f.  May 5. For the 
stated reason, the house 
urged the department to 
expedite early registration 
of the federation.

The house resolved to 
reorganize district unit. In 
this regard the ANCSF in-
charge of the five districts 
was requested to carry out 
their assignment on time 
and give the report during 
the next meeting. 

All the beneficiaries of 
the primary co-operative 
societies under NCDC / 
ICDP were also asked to 
expedite for early recovery 
of their loans to improve 
recovery drive without 
further delay. 

Dimapur, May 7 (EMN):  
Prof. R C Gupta, pro-vice 
chancellor of Nagaland 
University, Meriema cam-
pus inaugurated a gymna-
sium in boys’ hostel. 

In his opening remarks 
Prof. Gupta highlighted 
the importance of sports 
and physical exercises in 
present scenario.  

Gymnasia appara-
tus such as multipur-
pose gymnasia machine, 
bench press (incline/
decline), parallel bars, 
high lat pulley, dumbbell, 
shoulder press, leg press, 
thigh squat press, were in-
stalled by sports section, 
the press release from the 
university informed.

Dean of School of So-
cial Sciences, Nagaland 
University, Dr. N Venuh, 
said the establishment 
of gymnasium will not 
only encourage the bod-
ily exercises and physi-
cal health of student and 
staff but will also help to 
promote the community 
sports and healthy so-
ciety. 

The student com-
munity, hostel official 
thanked Prof. Pardeshi 
Lal, vice chancellor and 
deputy director of Sports, 
Nagaland University, P 
Zetsuvi for taking proac-
tive measures to uplift the 
sports infrastructure in 
university.

Dimapur, May 7 (EMN): The Nagaland 
Board of School Education (NBSE) 
in a notification issued on Monday 
informed that the Nagaland State En-
trance Examination (NSEE) 2018 for 
Para Medical / Agri and Allied degree 
courses will be held on May 23 from 10 
am to 1 pm. The examination centers 
shall be notified later.

Candidates are informed to collect 
the provisional admit card personally, 
which will be issued on May 21 and 
22nd in the Office of the NBSE.

The signature in all the required 
places i.e. forms, counterfoil of the 
admit card, attendance register, etc. 
must tally. Examination fee of INR 600 
is to be paid during collection of admit 
card. As proof of identity, candidate 
must produce the original/photocopy 
of the admit card of the HSSLC or HSLC 
examination while collecting the admit 
card and also have it in their possession 
in the examination hall. No admit cards 
will be issued on the day of the exami-
nation, it informed.

Dimapur, May 7 (EMN): 
As part of field train-
ing, NCS (P) along with 
officers and staff of Ad-
ministrative Training 
Institute (ATI) trekked 
to Dzükou valley on May 
5. Deputy director and 
course coordinator, ATI, 
Dr. Hovithal Sothu led 
the team of 24 trekkers.

A press release re-
ceived here on Monday 

informed that besides 
trekking, a devotional 
service was also held.  
Additional director, ATI, 
Kevekha Kevin Zehol 
urged the officers to en-
dure hardships like a 
soldier so as to become 
a successful NCS officer. 
He also challenged the 
newly inducted offic-
ers to stay focus and 
be the responsible of-

ficer wherever they get 
posted. 

‘We should be the 
torch bearer not only in 
words but even more in 
deeds’, he encouraged.

The two-day trek-
king programme was or-
ganized with an aim for 
the probationers to face 
any physical eventual-
ity during their service 
career.

Dimapur, May 7 (EMN): 
The Vision Trinity Charity 
Club in collaboration with 
Family Planning Associa-
tion of India and the Net-
work of Kohima District 
People Living with HIV/
AIDS (KNP+) organized 
an awareness programme 
under the theme ‘Unified 
approach for a better so-
ciety’, at Mewi School and 
Bayavu Hill High School 
on May 3 and 5th. 

The team conducted 
awareness on adolescent 
education programme 
(AEP+) emphasizing on 
the topics such as vio-
lence, bully, depression, 
suicide, sexual abuse, 
substance abuse, alcohol, 
drugs and STI including 
HIV. 

Vision Trinity Char-
ity Club enlightened the 
students with songs and 
dance.

Dimapur, May 7 (EMN): The Pughoboto Sub Divisional 
Planning Board (SDPDB) monthly meeting was con-
ducted under the chairmanship of  MLA, Y Vikheho Swu, 
who is also the chairman of the board at the Customary 
Court Hall in Pughoboto on May 7.

Director Land Resources Hoto Yeptho gave a Power-
Point presentation on coffee plantation. He said Pugh-
oboto is one of the best and feasible zones in Zunheboto 
district to plant coffee due to topography, soil and alti-
tude. He mentioned two types of coffee; Robusta grows 
between 400m to 1000m altitude and Arabica, grows be-
tween1000m to 1500m and added that Pughoboto area 
is suitable for Arabica. Informing that coffee is a highly 
eco-friendly crop, he encouraged the people to focus on 
coffee plantation for their source of income. 

The Director also explained how the Government 
of Nagaland signed the MoU with Noble Cause Coffee 
Company from South Africa. He said coffee was a failed 
crop in our state some thirty years back due to the fail-
ure of market prospects but now growers are earning 
good money in some of the districts since it is in high 
demand from the international market. He advised the 
council members not to depend on the subsidy given 
for labour charge but to give hard work to become rich 
coffee growers.  

According to DPO Zunheboto, about 14 thou-
sand saplings were distributed to Lazami village and 
Ghathashi area. He informed those interested to contact 
him for more information.

SDO Civil gave a presentation on the importance of 
biodiversity conservation, tree plantation and cleanli-
ness of villages and towns. He informed that the tree 
plantation will be carried out as planned under the 
supervision of district administration and departmental 
heads from May 14-19 in four ranges of the sub-division. 

The board also discussed about Pughoboto rest 
house in Zunheboto and decided to write a letter to 
the DPDB Zuheboto to allot a certain amount from the 
common pool for maintenance works. The house also 
approved to write a letter to the concern department 
for approval of room extension at Heboli primary room 
construction. 

The Additional Deputy Commissioner Avelu Ruho 
has requested all departments to give their full co-oper-
ation in the upcoming bye election.

Dimapur, May 7 (EMN):  
Kiphire battalion of Assam 
Rifles under the aegis of HQ 
IGAR (North) conducted 
an operation along with 
police representative at ‘A’ 
Vongtsuvong under Kiphire 
district on May 7.

According to press re-
lease from the troop’s au-
thority, one NSCN (R) cadre 
was apprehended in pos-
session of arms and ammu-
nition during the operation. 

The individual was 
identified as ‘S S Lt.’ Lensu, 
son of Nyingshu and a resi-
dent of Mutongre village. 

One muzzle loading ri-
fle, four 12 bore rounds, six 
point 303 used carts, one 
camouflage pattern shirt, 
two Pkts muzzle loading 
Wpn powder, seven  blank 
NSCN (R) extortion slip, 
four NSCN (R) docus and 
one mobile set were stated 
to have recovered from his 
possession.

The person along with 
the items was handed over 
to Pungro Police Station for 
further investigation, the 
press release informed.

Eastern Mirror desk
Dimapur, May 7: To cre-
ate awareness on the 
menace of HIV/ AIDS and 
drugs among the people, 
the Assam Rifles (AR) of 
Kohima and Dimapur 
conducted a motor rally 
under the banner, “HIV 
and AIDS and drug free 
Nagaland.”

In Dimapur, Brigadier 
Shibaji Das flagged-off 
the 6th sector of Assam 
Rifles rally on May 7 at 
the Firing range in Di-
mapur. 

The rally team con-
sisted of 28 troops who 
will cover a distance of 
190 Km starting from 
Dimapur-Medziphema-
Athibung-Jalukie.

During the rally the 
team will conduct vari-
o u s  m e d i c a l  c a m p s, 
awareness lectures, post-
er making competitions 
and interaction with 
youth.  

Also, the 5th sector of 
Assam Rifles kicked-off 
its motor rally from Kohi-
ma on May 5 and reached 
Kiphire on May 7. The 
team was received by the 
7th AR in Kiphire and 
a welcome programme 
was conducted. 

Speaking at the pro-
gram for bikers, 28th As-
sam Rifles major, Abinav 
Sudan, who was leading 
the rally team, expressed 
his profound gratitude 
to the people of Kiphire 

for joining hands with 
the troops. He said that 
the main purpose of un-
dertaking such a massive 
rally is to educate peo-
ple that HIV and AIDS 
and drugs issues can be 
tackle with a human ap-
proach.

Commandant of 7th 
Assam Rifles, Kiphire 
while welcoming the 
bikers said that it was an 
opportunity for the peo-
ple of Kiphire to be part 
of such a noble cause. 
He appealed the non-
governmental organisa-
tion, and stakeholders 
dealing with rehabilita-
tions to keep fighting 
towards saving lives. The 
commandant said the 

troops’ desire was to see 
healthy Naga youths as 
youth are the future of 
tomorrow.

One of the speaker, 
Tsointhe urged the gath-
ering not to stigmatized 
people living with HIV 
/ AIDS, stating that care 
and understanding was 
vital to intergrades them 
in society. 

 A short drama on HIV 
/ AIDS was performed 
by Zisaji Presidency Col-
lege’s Red Ribbon club 
while Phelungre village 
displayed traditional 
Naga dance.

The authority has 
informed that the rally 
would Kohima-Jessami-
Kiphire-Zunheboto.

ventured out from a humble 
beginning of trial and error. 
She said with patience and 
perseverance she became eco-
nomically independent and 

self-sufficient. She encouraged 
the women to move out of their 
comfort zone and to try making 
a difference in life.

APRO N Lily Ngullie pre-

sented special numbers as part 
of musical entertainment. 

The day’s programme was 
attended by around 280 partici-
pants.

Dimapur, May 7 (EMN): Bhanda-
ri Town Baptist Church, Women 
department conducted a day 
seminar-cum-workshop with 
the theme, ‘Be a Godly woman’ 
on May 5 at the church premises. 

Nyanchumi Kithan, women 
leader from Kohima Baptist 
Church; N Lily Ngullie, APRO 
Bhandari; Dr. Atula Ao, (den-
tist) CHC, Bhandari; and Gladys 
Kikon were the resource per-
sons.

Later in the day a workshop 
on baking cake and dessert mak-
ing was conducted by Gladys 
Kikon from Kohima. She impart-
ed lessons and demonstrated on 
know-how of baking and dessert 
making.

Sharing her success story, 
Kikon narrated how she had 
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Lithrongla Chishi with Johny Rengma, director of the NSTFDC, and department officials at the launch of the CITE-Nagaland in Kohima on May 7. 

Deputy Chief Minister Y Patton, general secretary of All India BJP general secretary (org.) Ramlal, and 
other dignitaries from the Northeast region during the “North East Sambesh” at Bengaluru on May 6. 

PB Acharya with ambassadors of the Swachh Bharat Mission at the Raj Bhavan in Kohima, on May 7 after 
the meeting. 

DC Longleng, John Tsulise Sangtam, along with officers and participants of AEKVD and DRDA conference 
hall, Longleng, on May 5.

Resource persons and participants pose for a group photo after the programme in Longkhim on May 2.

Governor pushes hard at 
promoting rain water harvesting

Farmers asked to adopt new tech. to enhance productivity

State observes ‘Aajeevika Evam Kaushal Vikas Diwas’ 

BJP hosts ‘Northeast Sambesh’ 
for NE people in Bengaluru

Nagas asked to choose between ‘doorkeeper and partaker’
STATE

state over the years. This, 
she admitted has been 
a road block for many 
aspiring entrepreneurs.

While the depart-
ments are supposed to 
be the facilitators, create 
avenues and awareness 
and show people the way, 
try and develop services 
etc, she said perhaps “we 
have missed the roads 
sometimes.”

The officer observed 
a n d  s a i d  t h a t  w h e n 
any programmes and 
schemes come, govern-
ment officers, many a 
time assumed that ‘it is 
mine’ by avail the same in 
their own farm, house and 
village and give it to fam-
ily while the rest remain 
unknown to anyone. 

Chishi maintained 

that instead of showing 
the way, many tries to 
hide the schemes and 
programmes and towards 
this end, citing some ex-
amples from personal 
experiences, Chishi said 
except the nodal officer 
none of the hierarchy 
knows or are aware of the 
schemes and programme 
and the programme end-
ed with him/her when 
the concerned officer is 
either transferred or dies.

With no accounta-
bility and transparency 
in the implementation, 
Chishi asserted that the 
chain of information 
should be there, so the 
people of the state don’t 
miss out the opportuni-
ties, and added that the 
department is trying its 

best to clear the lacuna 
and sorting out on how 
to best take up all the ini-
tiatives ahead so we don’t 
miss the bus.

Though Nagas are a 
close-knit society where 
everyone is related to 
someone and is appre-
hensive of hurting feel-
ings, Chishi strongly as-
serted that should be the 
‘bygone words’ is people 
wants to strive ahead by 
raking up the officers and 
the department by ques-
tioning and ask for their 
rights which rightfully 
belongs to them.

S h e  s a i d  p e o p l e 
should not be inhibited, 
apprehensive or scared 
stating “we are getting 
paid for our job. We have 
been provided with so 

many facilities to help 
you. It our duty and re-
sponsibility to assist and 
facilitate you” and asked 
the people to seek for 
their rights and fight for 
their rights.

While the government 
of India’s is introducing 
many new innovative 
programmes and ven-
tures to bring about em-
ployment, enable a sus-
tainable livelihood and 
bring development, Chi-
shi also pointed out that 
entrepreneurs need to 
move out from the com-
fort of their homes and 
be more innovative and 
creative, which, she said 
is the need of the hour.

However, the entre-
preneurs were reminded 
that to achieve their goals 

ACT EAST POLICY one need to be motivat-
ed, serious, discipline 
and with strong work 
ethics as she observed 
that many doesn’t have 
the determination for 
continuity and are ready 
to give up the moment 
they are faced with any 
obstacles. 

Chishi also advocated 
on the need to do away 
with the gender roles that 
is prevalent in the Naga 
society citing an example 
on the absence of any 
male sweeper in the civil 
secretariat. While mak-
ing it very clear that it is 
not to confront the Naga 
traditions and customs, 
Chishi asserted that it is 
time to break the barri-
ers to ‘march and move’ 
ahead along with the rest 
of the nation.

She has advised the 
entrepreneurs to take this 
conflict situation with 
a very positive attitude 
and work out on how 
best to achieve the desire 
impact.

While observing ‘exor-
bitant taxation and brib-
ery’ as the main obstacle 
for any entrepreneur to 
thrive, Chishi strongly as-
serted that one shouldn’t 
be scared to bring it to the 
notice of the higher ups 
or bring it to the notice 
of the right authority of 

Public Grievance Cell, 
which is set up in every 
department.

At the same time, she 
also cautioned that one 
should not offer any bribe 
to any officer to get their 
work done. She pointed 
out that it’s time to bring 
change in the Naga socie-
ty towards accountability 
and transparency.

Off icial ly  launch-
ing the CITE-Nagaland 
C h a p t e r,  C h i s h i  e x -
pressed hope that the 
confederation will not 
just a name to have an-
other social organisation 
or to get subsidy, rather it 
would be result oriented 
towards promotion of 
entrepreneurs and bring 
investors and investment 
in the state.

While stating con-
fidence that Naga en-
trepreneurs can do ex-
ceedingly well, she was 
optimistic that they be 
the ‘movers and shakers 
of Naga economy’.

Meanwhile, the new 
CITE-Nagaland Chapter 
is led by Lima Longkumer 
as the president. It may 
be reminded that CITE-
Nagaland Chapter under 
“Start Up India” will pro-
vide ‘collateral security’ 
to entrepreneurs seeking 
financial assistance to 
start their businesses.

Dimapur, May 7 (EMN): 
The Agricultural Tech-
nology Management 
Agency (Atma) Tsaru and 
Longkhim Blocks jointly 
conducted Kisan Kalyan 
Karyashalays (KKK) pro-
gramme at ADC confer-
ence hall in Longkhim on 
May 2.

Speaking during the 
occasion,  additional 
deputy commissioner of 
Longkhim Kikumsangla, 
encouraged the farmers 
to adopt new technologies 
and scientific methods of 
cultivation to increase pro-
duction. She also request-
ed the farmers to avail 
various schemes available 

in the agriculture and al-
lied departments.

The resource persons 
of the programme were Dr. 
AT Poangba from the Vet-
erinary department; Imo-
temjen from Horticulture 
department; O Changlem 
from Fishery department; 
Yimtocho from Irriga-
tion & Flood control de-
partment; Hopise from 
Agriculture department; 
Sanglejungla from the 
Sericulture department; 
and Eliseni from the KVK 
of Tuensang. The resource 
persons spoke about vari-
ous schemes that are avail-
able in their respective 
department.

Dimapur, May 7 (EMN): In 
order to uplift the econo-
my of rural people, Naga-
land State Rural Livelihood 
Mission (NSRLM) has ob-
served the Gram Swaraj 
Abhiyaan (village self gov-
ernance campaign) and 
Aajee Vika Evan Kaushal 
Vikas Diwas (Livelihoods 
and skill development 
meet) across the state on 
May 5.

In Sanis under Wok-
ha district, NSRLM has 
organised a block level 
programme on “Aajee-
vika Evam Kaushal Vikas 
Diwas,” wherein Chibeni 
Ngullie has highlighted on 
the various schemes and 
policies under the pro-
gramme. She has urged 
the people to avail the op-
portunity created by the 
government to uplift the 
economic standard of the 
rural populace.

EAC Lotsu, Wanmei 
C Phom, who also spoke 
during the programme, 
spoke on various schemes 
and policies introduced by 
the Government of India 
with a view to facilitate 
the rural populace. He 
has urged the participants 
particularly the Self Help 
Groups (SHGs) to increase 
their activities with an aim 
to uplift their economic 
standards.

Progressive farmers, 
ATMA and SHGs members 
have expressed gratitude 
to the department and 
government for providing 
assistance to carry out 
their projects effectively. 
They have also suggested 
their fellow workers to take 
up projects to generate 
income.  

A r o u n d  1 5 0  S H G 
members from 21 villages 
under Sanis block attend-
ed the function.

A a j e e v i k a  E v a m 
Kaushal Vikas Diwas was 
also observed in Chen 
town on May 5 organised 
by Nagaland State Rural 

Our correspondent
Kohima, May 7 (EMN): 
“Are we, Nagas, ready to 
a part of it?” The query 
comes at a time when the 
entire nation is focusing 
on the direction of the 
Act East Policy while the 
business sector is gearing 
up to get a chunk of good 
business out of the de-
velopmental move. The 
Northeast region of In-
dia is the corridor to the 
Southeast Asian nations. 

The query was posed 
to local entrepreneurs 
by Lithrongla G Chishi, 
commissioner-secretary 
for Industries and Com-
merce, at the launch of 
the Confederation of 
Indian Tribal Entrepre-
neurs- Nagaland Chap-
ter (CITE) as part of the 
“Start Up India” move-
ment. 

The programme was 
organised by the depart-
ment of Industries and 
Commerce at Hotel Japfü 
in Kohima, on May 7.

The officer contex-
tualized the challenge 
within the ambit of the 
government’s policy to 
promote economic co-
operation, cultural ties 
and develop strategic re-
lationship with countries 

in the Asia-Pacific region. 
Nagaland being at the 
corridor to a ‘world of op-
portunities,’ Chishi que-
ried: “Are we going to be 
just a mere doorkeeper 
or are we going to be a 
part of it?”

Asking the local en-
trepreneurs to seriously 
think about the chal-
lenge, she asserted that 
the state should be the 
‘doorway’ through the 
entrepreneurs by stand-
ing up, starting up and 
dream about it, lest the 
people of the state be a 
silent spectator, get noth-
ing while people will be 
taking over and be a part 
of that business. 

Chishi wondered “for 
how long will we wait 
f o r  s u b s i d y  m o n e y ? 
How long will we wait 
for grant-in-aid? How 
long will we beg without 
a bowl?” and opined “we 
are high class beggars. We 
beg without a bowl, but 
we are beggars.” 

Chishis has also been 
very vocal about the fail-
ures of the government 
departments towards im-
plementation, execution 
and monitor the facilities 
and the programmes that 
have been given to the 

Dimapur, May 7 (EMN): 
Considering scarcity of 
water especially in the 
hilly areas of Nagaland 
during the lean seasons, 
Nagaland Governor PB 
Acharya has iterated pro-
moting rain water har-
vesting as the need of the 
hour for the state. 

Acharya stated this 
during a meeting of am-
bassadors of the Swachh 
Bharat Mission he con-
vened at the Raj Bhavan 
in Kohima on May 7. He 
emphasised on rain wa-
ter harvesting in the state 

as the hilly areas face wa-
ter scarcity during the 
dry seasons. He called 
upon the ambassadors 
to encourage others to 
engage water harvesting 
methods in their respec-
tive district.

A press release by 
the PRO to governor in-
formed that Acharya ap-
preciated the state’s am-
bassadors and the work 
they were doing for the 
Swachh Bharat move-
ment. Besides, he en-
couraged the ambassa-
dors to construct public 

toilets in all their respec-
tive district stating that 
the facilities play a role in 
community health and 
individual wellbeing. He 
added that women face a 
lot of difficulties in places 
where public toilets are 
not available.

The ambassadors are 
said to have highlight-
ed to the governor vari-
ous activities and pro-
grammes they undertook 
in their respective area. 
They submitted their re-
ports during the meeting 
too, it was informed.

Dimapur, May 7 (EMN): 
The Karnataka unit of 
the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) organised a 
“North East Sambesh” at 
Bengaluru on May 6 for 
people of the Northeast 
residing at Bengaluru.

Around 10,000 del-
egates from the NE states 
of  Nagaland,  Assam, 
Meghalaya and Arunach-
al Pradesh have partici-
pated with their respec-
tive cultural items in the 
event, updates informed. 
All India BJP general sec-
retary, Ramlal, was the 
main resource person. 

The conference was first 
of its kind in south India 
where respective min-
isters from each state 
could interact with its 
communities, it was in-
formed.

Speaking in the meet-
ing on behalf of the Na-
galand unit of the BJP, 
deputy Chief Minister Y 
Patton appealed to the 
gathering to support 
the party as the people 
back at home also voted 
for the BJP in ‘to see the 
changes in the region.’ 
Similarly, he appealed to 
the people of Karnataka 

to ‘experience changes 
under the NDA govern-
ment.’ 

The BJP delegations 
led by Karnataka elec-
tion coordinator Dr. HM 
Chandrasekhar interact-
ed with Christian lead-
ers and communities of 
Mount Zion Pentecostal 
International Church at 
RK Puram, Bengaluru, 
the updates informed, 
w h i c h  w a s  a t t e n d e d 
by the Bishop Francis 
Jackson, who is also the 
chairman of Karnataka 
Christian Federation, the 
updates informed. 

The additional deputy 
commissioner also gave 
away prizes and certifi-
cates to two best farmers 

viz. Lichumse from Tsaru 
block and Hojongse Sang-
tam from Longkhim block.

Twenty seven farm-

ers from Tsaru and Long-
khim blocks attended the 
programme, updates in-
formed.

Livelihood Mission and 
Department of RD. During 
the programme, unem-
ployed youth were encour-
aged to link themselves 
with the programme for a 
sustainable livelihood. 

A a j e e v i k a  E v a m 
Kaushal Vikas Diwas was 
observed in Niuland on 
May 5 in the conference 
hall of ADC Niuland. Un-
der secretary and nodal 
officer, Government of 
India, AK Mishra was an 
observer to oversee the 
arrangements and im-
plementation of various 
schemes of Government 
of India. 

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Mishra stated that 
Gram Swaraj Abhiyaan is 
a special intervention by 
Prime Minister, Narendra 
Modi to oversee proper 
implementation of vari-
ous schemes to benefit 
the people. He has en-
couraged the women folk 
to avail the benefit of the 
schemes.

BDO cum BMM, Nui-
land block, Akumenla Aier, 
in her keynote address, 
said that the main pur-
pose for organising the 
event was to approach 
the villagers and to en-
courage the SHGs besides 
enlightening them of their 
entitlements and ben-
efits. She also stressed on 
Kaushal Panjee, which is 
basically for the uplift of 
unemployed youth in the 
age group of 18 to 35 years. 
She called upon the youth 
to avail the opportunity 

and upgrade their skills in 
various sectors including 
hospitality, woodwork, au-
tomobile, customer care 
executive  etc. where GoI is 
giving the chance for free 
enrolment.

A a j e e v i k a  E v a m 
Kaushal Vikas Diwas was 
also observed in Longleng 
in the DRDA conference 
hall with the Deputy Com-
missioner, Longleng, John 
Tsulise Sangtam, as the 
guest of honour.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the DC has encour-
aged NRLM team to strife 
towards achieving its mis-
sion. Stressing on gender 
disparity, the DC has called 
upon the members to fight 
against discrimination 
and stigma in Longleng. 
He later presented awards 
to four best SHGs and one 
VLO for their outstanding 
performance in the district 
and state level. 

He has congratulated 
Awangthemla, VLO from 
Yachem, for being de-
clared as the best perform-
ing VLO in the state.

In Phek, Nagaland 
State Rural Livelihoods 
Mission (NSRLM) has ob-
served “Aajeevika Evam 
Kaushal Vikas Diwas” on 
May 5 at DRDA confer-
ence Hall, Phek.

Exhorting at the pro-
gramme, deputy commis-
sioner, Phek, Shanavas C, 
expressed gratitude to-
wards the mission and the 
government for providing 
a platform to uplift the 
rural poor. He highlighted 

about various government 
schemes and poverty al-
leviation programmes and 
stressed on the impor-
tance of agriculture and 
its allied activities, which 
is the main occupation of 
the rural sector of Naga-
land. He mentioned about 
the need for modern vil-
lage, food processing units 
and how to link with mar-
kets and other institutions. 
He said poor connectivity 
of road is the main chal-
lenge for the rural poor.

Speaking at the event, 
Project Director, DRDA 
and DMM, NSRLM, Phek, 
Azenuo Pienyu, stressed 
on the aims and objec-
tives of the mission and 
expressed that the mis-
sion witnessed appreci-
able achievements with 
dedicated Mission Man-
agement Unit of 29 blocks 
and 9 districts. 

She dwelt on the im-
portance of forming SHGs 
and encouraged them to 
put more effort and to 
work in team spirit.

Director of DONER, 
GoI, Mercy Epao, has high-
lighted on various govern-
ment schemes and pro-
grammes and individual 
rights as a citizen of India. 
She spoke on the vari-
ous schemes, which the 
rural areas are availing 
like electricity, immunisa-
tion etc. She also asked 
the community to avail 
all the rights and entitle-
ments besides stressing 
on the bank linkage and 
further asked them to pay 

the loan timely for a better 
economy.

Similarly, NSRLM un-
der RD Block Tseminyu 
organised a programme 
on Gram Swaraj Abhiyaan 
(village self governance 
campaign) and Aajee Vika 
Evan Kaushal Vikas Diwas 
(Livelihoods and skill de-
velopment meet) at Tsem-
inyu town hall on May 5.

John Wesley Magh, 
BDO cum BMM, Tsem-
inyu Block, has highlight-
ed on the primary focus of 
NSRLM for income gener-
ating activities of the poor-
est village people for their 
livelihood. Wesley John 
also appreciated the team 
members/ staff of BMMU 
RD Block Tseminyu for 
giving their sincere effort 
in execution of the mis-
sion programmes till date. 
Wesley also requested the 
thousand SHGs mem-
bers gathered to take ad-
vantage of the various 
schemes provided by the 
government for the better 
livelihood of the poorest 
village people. 

N e i k e s a n u o ,  A C 
BMMU, delivered the sta-
tus report of NRLM Tsem-
inyu block. She said that 
there are 26 villages, 124 
SHGs, and 7 VLOs.

Neisetuonuo Lucy, 
accountant cum DEO of 
BMMU, informed about 
Deen Dayal Upadhya 
Grameen Kaushalya Yoja-
na. She has requested the 
SHGs members to be co-
operative with the NRLM 
initiative programmes.

SBI assistant manager, 
Tseminyu, K Sawian, while 
speaking on financial lit-
eracy and entitlement, has 
encouraged the gathering 
to adopt the habit of sav-
ing minimum of 25% from 
their income.

Officials from social 
welfare and veterinary 
and animal husbandry 
have participated in the 
programme. 
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Guwahati, May 7 (PTI): Mem-
bers of various organisations 
today protested against granting 
of Indian citizenship to Hindu 
foreigners saying it will threaten 
the existence of the indigenous 
people of Assam as the Joint Par-
liamentary 

Committee on the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill, 2016 began its 
hearing here.

The 16-member committee 
headed by BJP MP Rajendra Agar-

wal visited the state under public 
pressure to inculcate opinions of 
organisations and individuals on 
the Bill. 

Several organisations and citi-
zens voiced their concern against 
the Citizenship Amendment Bill, 
2016 which they claimed would 
breach the clauses of the ‘historic 
Assam Accord’ of 1985 that states 
all illegal foreigners who came to 
Assam after 1971 from Bangla-
desh irrespective of religion have 

to be deported.
The protesters went in a 

peaceful procession to the As-
sam Administrative Staff College, 
where the JPC was conducting 
its hearing on the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill, 2016 and sub-
mitted their memoranda, the 
police said.

The Citizenship (Amendment) 
Bill, 2016 was introduced in the 
Lok Sabha to amend the Citizen-
ship Act, 1955.

A key amendment in the bill, 
however, seeks to grant citizen-
ship to people without valid docu-
ments from minority communi-
ties -- Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, 
Jains, Parsis and Christians -- from 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pa-
kistan after six years of residence 
in India.

Voicing his protest, Akhil Go-
goi the leader of ‘Krishak Mukti 
Sangram Samitee (KMSS)’ said if 
such a bill is passed the identity of 
the indigenous people of Assam 
will be at stake.

It will also threaten the exist-
ence of the Assamese language 
and lead to identity crisis among 
its people, he claimed.

The organisations/individu-
als which did not register their 
names earlier were also heard 
and their memoranda received 
by the committee, official sources 
said.

Stating that the dates for the 
maiden tour of the JPC was fixed 
by the Lok Sabha Secretariat, 
sources claimed that it will hear 
the representatives tomorrow at 
Silchar in south Assam.

Many organisations and indi-
viduals who submitted memoran-
dum to the Committee claimed 
that they were not given receipts 
and feared their documents 
would not be considered when 
the JPC takes the final decision 
on the Bill. 

An official release here said all 
the organisations and individuals 
would be heard throughout the 
day and in the evening too.

New Delhi, May 7 (PTI): Miffed at alleged 
“derogatory statements” by advocate 
Puneet Bali against the northeastern 
states, the Manipur Cricket Association 
has written a letter to the BCCI, requesting 
the Board to restrain its legal counsel from 
making unsavoury remarks.

Manipur CA secretary Singam Priya-
nanda Singh, in his letter to BCCI acting 
secretary Amitabh Choudhary (a copy of 
which is in possession of PTI), wrote: “The 
comments of Puneet Bali have caused 
widespread anguish and anger not only 
within the concerned associations but 
also hurt the sentiments of the cricket 
loving people in the north east -- NADP 
(New Area Development Project) states 
in particular.” Priyananda said Balis argu-
ments in the Supreme Court was racially 
discriminatory in its tone and content.

“It is extremely surprising to note that 
although Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, 
Meghalaya, Nagaland and Sikkim are also 
members of BCCI, the said lawyer repre-
senting the BCCI in context to One State 
One Vote issue was heard arguing against 
the interest of the 05 NE-NADP states in a 
manner which borders on racial discrimi-
natory tone and content,” Priyananda 
wrote.

The BCCI has been a divided house 

as to how the northeastern states will be 
inducted into top flight from this year. The 
technical committee has given a go-ahead 
and there may be a Ranji Trophy second 
division in which the northeastern states 
along with Bihar will take part.

The BCCI is currently thinking on these 
lines in order to integrate them into the 
system before throwing them at the deep 
end of the pool.

Priyananda also alleged that Bali, 
despite being a BCCI lawyer, was arguing 
in the apex court with “ulterior motive to 
deny NE states” their rights.

“I fail to comprehend as to how a 
lawyer appointed to defend and protect 
the interest of BCCI and its members is 
advocating against the development and 
interests of the members of NE states; with 
ulterior motives of denying us the rights of 
full members recommended in the Justice 
RM Lodha report,” said Priyananda.

He urged Choudhary to keep a check 
on the arguments of Balis tone and tenor. 

“I would also request you to kindly 
intervene and restrain Puneet Bali and 
other officials of BCCI, if any, from whom 
he takes and brief and advice of what to 
present in court, from making defamatory 
remarks against our state, in future , during 
his submission in Supreme Court.” 

Agartala, May 7 (IANS): Op-
position parties on Monday 
slammed a Tripura govern-
ment committee’s proposal to 
introduce Hindi as a medium 
of news on all local TV chan-
nels instead of “Kokborok”, the 
state’s second official language 
since 1978.

The Information and Cul-
tural Affairs Department com-
mittee on April 6 proposed that 
“instead of using ‘Kokborok’ as a 
medium of news, Hindi may be 
introduced as it would promote 
nationalism and people from 
outside the state also could fol-
low”.

The main opposition Com-
munist Party of India-Marxist 
(CPI-M) condemned the pro-
posal, saying Hindi may be pro-
moted but not at the cost of 
“Kokborok”, the official language 
of the indigenous tribals.

“Hindi may be promoted, 
but the regional and tribal lan-
guages should also be given due 
importance and recognition. We 
strongly oppose the proposal,” 
CPI-M’s Tripura state secretary 
Bijan Dhar told the media.

He said the f irst  Left 
Front government headed by 
former Chief Minister Nripen 
Chakraborty in 1978 had intro-
duced “Kokborok” as one of the 
official languages of Tripura.

Congress Vice-President Ta-
pas Dey called the Bharatiya 
Janata Party-led government 
“anti-tribal” for taking the “un-
democratic decision”.

“The proposal was an-
nounced a month ago and the 
state government has remained 
silent. We demand its immediate 
rejection,” Dey said.

However, the BJP has re-
jected the opposition’s claims 
saying that “a committee’s rec-
ommendation could not be a 
government’s decision”.

BJP ally, the Indigenous Peo-
ple’s Front of Tripura (IPFT), said 
it was “unaware of the proposal”. 

“We don’t know anything 
about such a proposal,” IPFT 
leader Ananta Debbarma said 
when contacted by IANS.

Amidst the controversy, In-
formation and Cultural Affairs 
Department Director Bishnu-
pada Das told IANS that “Kok-
borok” news would continue.

BJP spokesperson Mrinal 
Kanti Deb said that an official 
notification has not been issued 
and were “working to promote 
‘Kokborok’ language”.

“As far as Hindi is concerned, 
it is necessary to introduce it 
for bringing Tripura into same 
group with other major states. It 
does not mean that ‘Kokborok’ 
would be suppressed.”

New Delhi, May 7 (PTI): Floods in the 
north-east have virtually become a per-
petual phenomenon and a serious and 
comprehensive strategy is required to 
handle it, Union minister Jitendra Singh 
said today. 

Floods in the north-east, particu-
larly in Assam, Arunachal Pradesh 
and Manipur, have virtually become a 
perpetual phenomenon, occurring year 
after year and causing tremendous loss 

to lives and property, Singh said after 
a research report on the Assam floods, 
prepared by the Delhi Alumni Associa-
tion of Assam (DAAA), was presented to 
him here. The minister for Develop-
ment of Northeastern Region (DoNER) 
said a serious and comprehensive strat-
egy to avoid such occurrences again and 
again was needed urgently.

He said the DoNER Ministry had, on 
its own, helped set up the “Brahmaputra 

Study Centre” at the Gauhati University.
The Centre had started function-

ing in this regard and the first major 
research study, initiated a few months 
ago, dealt with the ways and means to 
control and prevent the occurrence of 
floods, Singh said.

For this purpose, he said, experts 
of international repute were also being 
involved.

The minister said a number of op-

tions were suggested in the past for 
prevention of a flood-like situation and 
these included embankments along 
the Brahmaputra river, dredging for de-
siltation in the large rivers, construction 
of a high gravity concrete dam etc. 

However, Singh added that a final 
call could only be taken after studying 
the various aspects, including feasibil-
ity, cost-effectiveness and sustainable 
viability, of any future arrangement.

Guwahati, May 7 (PTI): 
Huge quantities of explo-
sive materials including 
RDX, have been recovered 
from Assam’s Charaideo 
district, police said today.

Acting on a tip-off, po-
lice launched an operation 

in Kanu Bhugbari village 
and recovered the explo-
sives buried near a house.

Around 6 kgs of RDX, 
remote controlled detona-
tors, other explosive de-
vices and bomb-making 
equipment along with 

some army uniforms were 
found from the spot, police 
said.

Further search opera-
tions were continuing in 
the area and security across 
the district has been tight-
ened, police added.

Shillong, May 7 (PTI): Meghalaya 
Chief Minister Conrad K Sangma 
today said his party, the NPP, will 
win the Ampati Assembly seat in the 
upcoming by-election, as the party’s 
recent victory in Williamnagar will 
have an effect on it. The National Peo-
ple’s Party (NPP) candidate Marcuis 
Marak won the Williamnagar seat by 
a margin of nearly 5,000 votes in the 
by-election held on April 27.

The result was declared on May 1.
“That will definitely have an im-

pact in the Ampati by-election sched-
uled to be held on May 28,” Conrad 
K Sangma, who is also the NPP chief, 
told mediapersons here.

Polling for the Williamnagar seat 
was postponed following the death of 
NCP candidate Jonathone N Sangma 
in an IED attack on February 18, days 
before the February 27 Assembly 

elections in the state.
“People wanted a change, the 

change has come and we want to 
take it to the next level,” he said. The 
Congress was in power in Meghalaya 
since 2003 and Conrad Sangma’s the 
National People’s Party (NPP) won 19 
seats in the recently held Assembly 
polls and cobbled up a coalition gov-
ernment in the state with the support 
of other regional parties, the BJP and 
an Independent MLA.

The NPP chief also said that the 
party is likely to field Clement G Mo-
min from the Assembly constituency.

The Ampati Assembly constitu-
ency was left vacant after the former 
chief minister Mukul Sangma con-
tested and won from two seats - Am-
pati and Songsak in the February 27 
elections. 

He later resigned from Ampati.

Our correspondent
Diphu, May 7 (EMN): The Assam University 
Academic Council has sent an approval for 
the introduction of Karbi Language Certificate 
Course (KLCC) for Assam University Diphu 
Campus (AUDC) on May 5 in order to promote 
Karbi language in higher educational institu-
tions and universities.

The authority has already promoted KLCC 
at Dibrugarh University in 2017.

In this regard, books are said to be printed 
but is yet to be inaugurated. The Karbi Anglong 
Autonomous Council has already approved an 
amount of INR 5 lakh to the Society for Promo-
tion of Karbi Language (SPKL).

After the successful introduction of courses 
in both the universities of AUDC and Dibru-
garh University, the Editor Longsing Teron and 
his team are planning to introduce the course 
in school level for Class-IX and Class-X. 

As of now, the Karbi language subject 
is taught in primary school level, sources 
added.

Agartala, May 7 (IANS): Justice 
Arindam Lodh on Monday assumed 
office as a Tripura High Court judge, 
leaving only a single post vacant 
in the sanctioned strength of four 
judges for the high court.

Tripura High Court Chief Justice 
Ajay Rastogi administered the oath 
of office and secrecy to the 54-year-
old Lodh, who was earlier Assistant 
Solicitor General of Tripura and 
former editor of the state’s first Eng-
lish newspaper -- Tripura Times.

A senior court official said two 
posts were lying vacant for more 
than one year, creating numerous 
legal problems.

“Due to the lack of judges, set-
ting up of a division bench for many 
cases was not possible. 

Along with Tripura, separate 
High Courts were also set up in Ma-
nipur and Meghalaya in 2013.

PTI

Members of different organizations hold placards against the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill of 2016 hearing by a joint committee at the 
Assam Administrative Staff College of Khanapara in Guwahati on Monday.

Mirror Crossword 1811sud0ku 1651
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1810

ACROSS
1. Walked
6. Scattered seeds
10. Genghis ____
14. French for “Study”
15. Member of the lily family
16. Luminous radiation
17. Rounded structure in a flower
18. Place
19. Almost to overflowing
20. Example or sample
22. Foamy preparation
24. Greek god of war
25. Erred or blamed
26. ______ Island, New York
29. Am not (slang)
30. Singer ____ Braxton
31. “Unsnarling”
37. Cars
39. Long period of time
40. External
41. Keeness and forcefulness of 

thought or expression
44. A tribe of Israel
45. Employ
46. One who works in the petroleum 

industry
48. Writes hastily
52. Young Womens Christian 

Association
53. Relating to a choir
54. Abstaining from marriage
58. Thorny flower
59. City in New Mexico
61. Polite
62. Range or extent
63. Depression era migrant farm 

worker
64. Name that means “Night” in Arabic
65. Found in pods
66. Frying utensils
67. City in Germany
 
DOWN

1. Animal companions
2. Above
3. Remedy
4. Teaching and learning
5. Longing
6. Bargains
7. “Wiseguy” star Ken ____
8. Misfortune
9. Developer of “Game Theory” 

(math), Johannes von 
_______

10. City in Afghanistan
11. Wood or grove
12. Get up 13. Nominated

21. List of choices
23. Expenditures
25. _____ee = woman engaged 

to be married
26. Immediately (medical)
27. Journey
28. Initial wager
29. Make amends
32. Approaches
33. Puts babies to sleep
34. Article
35. Baltic river
36. Smile
38. Indeterminate vowel

42. Small summit or pinnacle
43. Wail
47. Hanging mass of ice
48. Refuse
49. Task
50. Latin for “Rose-colored” or 

“Pink-flowered”
51. Regions
52. Affirmatives
54. Metal money
55. French for “Notice”
56. Thin slab of clay or stone
57. Style
60. Also Known As

solutions to suD0ku 1650

Protests mark JPC hearing on 
Citizenship (Amendment) Bill

Restrain your lawyers from 
making derogatory remarks 
— Manipur CA tells BCCI

Proposal to introduce Hindi in 
Tripura TV channels slammed

Floods in NE becoming a perpetual phenomenon — DoNER minister

Explosives found buried in Assam

Conrad Sangma hopes his party 
will win Ampati by-election

Karbi language course 
approved to be taught in AUDC  

Justice Lodh assumes 
office as Tripura HC judge
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Exide Industries’ Q4 standalone net profit up 15%

ICICI Bank Q4 profit 
plunges 45%; NPA surges

Nifty ends above 10,700-
mark; up 97 points

Panasonic launches P95 
in India for INR 3,999

Tata Power generated 
53,556mn units in 2017-18

OPPO F7 ‘cricket limited 
edition’ now in India

New Delhi, May 7 (IANS): 
Expanding its budget se-
ries, Panasonic India on 
Monday launched “P95” 
in India for Rs 3,999.

Powered by 1.3 GHz 
quad-core Qualcomm 
Snapdragon processor, 
the smartphone comes 
with 1GB RAM and 16GB 
internal storage which 
can be expanded up to 
128GB using a microSD 
card. 

“The new ‘P95’ is a 
combination of superior 
design and performance. 
Also, the price point at 
which it is available, we 
are confident that it will 

be a success with the 
millennials, without be-
ing heavy on their pock-
ets,” Pankaj Rana, Busi-
ness Head - Mobility 
Division, Panasonic In-
dia, said in a statement.

The device draws 
power from a 2,300 mAh 
battery and runs on An-
droid Nougat 7.1.2 oper-
ating system (OS).

Panasonic “P95” 
comes with 8MP rear 
camera with LED flash 
and a 5MP front camera. 

There is a “Zero Shut-
ter Lag” feature that lets 
users capture every mo-
ment without a delay.

New Delhi, May 7 (IANS): Tata Power generated 
53,556 million units of electricity from its various en-
ergy units during fiscal 2017-18, posting an increase 
of 1.9 per cent in its overall output, the company said 
on Monday. Tata Power had produced 52,512 million 
units of power in 2016-17 from all its units, “ranging 
from thermal, hydel, wind and solar,” a company 
statement said.

“It marks a rise of 1.98 per cent in total electricity 
generated in the financial year 2018, as compared to 
52,512 million units of power generated in the previ-
ous fiscal,” it said.

New Delhi, May 7 (IANS): 
Chinese smartphone-
maker OPPO on Monday 
launched the F7 “cricket 
limited edition” in India 
for Rs 21,990.

The limited edi-
tion smartphone will be 
available in “diamond 
black” colour on Flip-
kart and at select OPPO 
exclusive showrooms 
across the country.

“With F7 ‘cricket lim-
ited edition’, we hope 
that this phone will reso-
nate more with the audi-
ences,” Will Yang, Brand 
Director, OPPO India, 
said in a statement.

The dual SIM phone 
comes with a 6.23-inch 

full-HD screen, 16MP 
rear camera with Arti-
ficial Intelligence (AI) 
scene recognition fea-
ture, 25MP front camera 
with “Sony IMX576” sen-
sor, 4GB RAM and 64GB 
internal storage.

Powered by a 64-
bit MediaTek Helio P60 
octa-core chipset, the 
smartphone runs OP-
PO’s custom “Colour OS 
5.0”, based on Android 
Oreo 8.1 operating sys-
tem (OS).

The device also 
comes with real time 
HDR, facial recognition 
and “AI Beauty 2.0” app 
which scans 296 facial 
recognition points.

Rupee breaches 67-mark 
as oil hits USD 75/barrel

global crude prices and 
rise in yields of govern-
ment securities here.

The RBI, meanwhile, 
fixed the reference rate 
for the dollar at 67.1060 
and for the euro at 
80.1179.

Meanwhile, govern-
ment bonds rallied after 
the central bank said it 
will purchase debt to 
meet the cash needs of 
the banking system.

The yield on the 
benchmark 7.17 per cent 
debt maturing in 2028 
dropped 11 basis points 
to 7.62 per cent from 
7.73 per cent.

The dollar in-
dex, which measures 
the greenback’s value 
against a basket of six 
major currencies, was 
down at 92.65.

In the cross currency 
trade, the rupee dropped 
further against the 
pound sterling to close 
at 90.83 from 90.67 and 
slipped against Japanese 
Yen to finish at 61.42 per 
100 yens as compared to 
61.38 earlier.

The local unit, how-
ever strengthened 
against the euro to end 
at 79.97 from 80.00.

In forward market to-
day, premium for dollar 
showed a mixed trend 
owing to lack of market 
moving factors.

The benchmark six-
month forward pre-
mium payable in Sep-
tember ended steady at 
101-103 paise, while the 
far-forward February 
2019 contract edged up 
to 229-231 paise from 
last weekend level of 

a barrel tag boosted by 
Venezuela’s deepen-
ing economic crisis and 
a looming decision on 
whether the United 
States will re-impose 
sanctions on Iran.

Brent crude, an in-
ternational benchmark, 
was trading at USD 75.57 
a barrel in early Asian 
trade.

“FIIs continue to be 
net sellers in Indian eq-
uities, adding further 
pressure on the rupee. 
To this end, CPI release 
scheduled later this 
week will be viewed with 
interest. Markets par-
ticipants also watched 
the RBI’s recent move 
to conduct OMO; to 
buy government bonds 
worth up to Rs 10,000 
crore on 17May,” said 

Anand James, Chief Mar-
ket Strategist at Geojit Fi-
nancial Services.

Adding to the nega-
tive feelings, importers 
rushed to cover their ob-
ligations, while export-
ers cancelled their pre-
viously booked forward 
contracts on growing ex-
pectation of a further fall 
in the rupee value near 
term.

Hardening concerns 
that an imminent Fed-
eral Reserve interest-rate 
increase will accelerate 
capital outflows further 
impacted trading mood.

Foreign investors and 
funds pulled out over Rs 
15,500 crore from the 
Indian capital market 
in April, making it the 
steepest outflow in 16 
months, due to surge in 

Mumbai, May 7 (PTI): 
The rupee today crashed 
below the 67-mark to 
close at a 15-month low 
of 67.13 against the US 
currency following a 
surging demand for the 
dollar as crude oil prices 
zoomed past USD 75 per 
barrel level.

Huge dollar purchas-
es by oil importing com-
panies along with spec-
ulative activity largely 
weighed on the rupee, a 
currency dealer said.

The rupee drifted 
sharply to a low of 67.18 
in late afternoon-deals 
before concluding at 
67.13, revealing a steep 
loss of 26 paise, or 0.39 
per cent.

This is the lowest 
level for the Indian unit 
since February 8, 2017 
when it had ended at 
67.19 against the US dol-
lar.

The Indian currency 
has been the worst per-
former this year so far, 
losing 5.10 per cent since 
January.

A sudden flare-up in 
global crude prices rat-
tled the forex market 
sentiment in a big way 
stoking concerns over 
widening trade deficit 
and higher capital out-
flows.

India being a net 
crude oil importer, a 
sharp rise in prices can 
affect the import bill and 
disrupt the fiscal posi-
tion, a forex dealer com-
mented.

Oil jumped to its 
highest levels since late-
2014 on Monday to cross 
the significant USD 75 

Mumbai, May 7 (IANS): Battery 
maker Exide Industries on Mon-
day reported a 15.4 per cent rise 
in its standalone net profit for the 
fourth quarter of 2017-18.

The company reported a stan-
dalone net profit of Rs 189.56 crore 
for the quarter-ended March 31, 
2018 compared to Rs 164.26 crore 
reported during the correspond-
ing period of 2016-17.

Further, its total standalone 
income during the period under 
review rose by 10.94 per cent to Rs 
2,479.69 crore from 2,235.21 crore 

earned in the same period of the 
previous financial year.

However, for the last financial 
year, the company reported a fall 
of 3.65 per cent in its net profit 
to Rs 668.35 crore from Rs 693.64 
crore reported in the previous fis-
cal. Commenting on the results, 
Exide Industries’ MD and CEO 
G.Chatterjee said: “Volumes in 
automotive, motorcycle, inverter, 
UPS, telecom and solar batteries 
as well as in other infrastructure 
segments were strong during the 
fourth quarter.” 

The company added that its 
Board has recommended pay-
ment of a final dividend of 80 per 
cent (Rs 0.80 per share of face val-
ue of Re 1 each) for the financial 
year ended 31st March, 2018.

“Consequently, the total divi-
dend for the year ended 31st 
March, 2018 including the interim 
dividend of 160 per cent (Re 1.60 
per share of face value of Re 1 each) 
paid during the year amounts to 
240 per cent (Rs 2.40 per share of 
face value of Re 1 each),” the com-
pany said in a statement.

New Delhi, May 7 (PTI): 
ICICI Bank, which is 
facing conflict of inter-
est allegations involving 
its chief Chanda Koch-
har, today posted a 45 
per cent decline in con-
solidated net profit to 
Rs 1,142 crore for three 
months ended March as 
bad loans surged.

The leading pri-
vate sector lender had 
a consolidated profit 
of Rs 2,083 crore in the 
January-March quarter 
of 2016-17. The total in-
come on consolidated 
basis rose to Rs 33,760 
crore during the quarter 
as against Rs 28,603 crore. 
On a standalone basis, 
the bank recorded a 50 
per cent fall in net profit 
at Rs 1,020 crore in the 
latest fourth quarter. In 
the year-ago period, the 
same stood at Rs 2,025 
crore. However, stan-
dalone total income of 
the bank rose to Rs 19,943 
crore in March quarter, 
from Rs 16,585.76 crore 
in preceding fiscal’s last 
quarter, the bank said in 
a statement.

Net interest income 

also increased to Rs 6,022 
crore in the quarter as 
compared to Rs 5,962 
crore in the March quar-
ter of the previous fiscal.

Gross non-perform-
ing assets (NPA) of the 
bank rose to 8.84 per cent 
as a percentage of gross 
advances at the end of 
March, compared to 7.89 
per cent a year ago.

Net NPA, however, 
marginally declined to 
4.77 per cent from 4.89 
per cent. As a result, 
the provisions and con-
tingencies of the bank 
jumped to Rs 6,626 crore 
in the quarter under re-
view as against Rs 2,898 
crore in the same period 
previous fiscal. The bank 
said there were gross NPA 
additions of Rs 15,737 
crore, including Rs 9,968 
crore of loans which were 
under RBI schemes and 
were classified as stand-
ard December 31, 2017.

On February 12, RBI 
issued a revised frame-
work for resolution of 
stressed asset supersed-
ing its earlier guidelines, 
leading to accretion of 
NPAs. 

Mumbai, May 7 (PTI): 
The broader NSE Nifty 
rebounded by 97 points 
to reclaim 10,700-mark 
following fresh buying 
in PSU bank, metal, me-
dia, energy, auto and 
FMCG stocks today.  The 
50-share NSE Nifty closed 
at 10,715.50, rose 97.25 
points, or 0.92 per cent, its 
highest closing level since 
May 2, 2018. The Nifty hit 
a high of 10,725.65 and a 
low of 10,635.65 during 
the day. Gains were sup-
ported by positive cues 
from global peers after 
tepid US jobs data eased 
fears of faster rate hikes by 
the Federal Reserve.

Investors fear that a 
rate hike in the US could 
set off capital outflows 
from emerging market 
economies like India 
amid rising crude and 
falling rupee could affect 
the market sentiment.

Overseas, European 
shares were trading high-
er supported by some 
good earning updates 
and gains in Nestle after 

the Swiss-based food gi-
ant agreed a tie-up with 
Starbucks. Asian shares 
ended mixed despite the 
strong closing on Wall 
Street as investors digest-
ed last week’s trade talks 
and US jobs numbers.

On the sectoral front, 
PSU bank rose by 2.03 per 
cent, followed by metal 
1.72 per cent, Media 1.71 
per cent, Energy 1.61 per 
cent, auto 1.47 per cent, 
FMCG 1.45 per cent, Re-
alty 1.11 per cent, Private 
bank 0.96, bank 0.81 per 
cent, Infra 0.73 per cent, 
Finance service 0.72 per 
cent. While, IT and Phar-
ma fell 0.21 per cent and 
0.49 per cent, respectively.
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India and its Fourth Pillar: 
A cause for worry

What makes Indian democracy fragile? The 
answer is in the recent report prepared by 
global media watchdog Reporters Sans 

Frontiers (RSF): India ranked 138th out of 180 
countries in the world. More worrying about it is 
the fact that India had slipped five slots lower than 
where it was in 2016. The Press Council of India has 
refused to accept the report. But the denial will not 
help strengthen India’s democracy. 

Rather, we should introspect: Why is Freedom of 
Press questioned in India, one of the largest democ-
racies in world? Why can’t we achieve what a rela-
tively small country like Norway has? The fact that 
we are above Pakistan in that list offers no solace 
because we are just one step ahead of our neigh-
bouring country in the ranking. Just imagine the 
situation: A country which has never claimed to 
be a democratic one since its inception is running 
neck and neck with a country which adopted de-
mocracy right after its Independence.

More worrying is the fact that Freedom of Press 
in India is not affected by terrorist activities. It is 
not a case of terrorists killing Indian journalists at 
will—many Indian journalists have lost their lives 
due to internal squabbles. Why are journalists be-
ing attacked? Apparently the deceased journalists, 
through their writings, angered the powerful. But 
a close study of all such cases will prove beyond 
doubt that there is a particular design behind such 
killings. Voices, which are advocating Free Speech, 
tolerance and reason, are being throttled systemat-
ically. Take the case of Gauri Lankesh. The woman 
journalist was murdered as she refused to give up 
her crusade for a free society, a society where every 
citizen would be able to express their views without 
fear. The brave lady took her detractors head-on. 
But she could not see her dreams come true as as-
sailants’ bullets took her life prematurely.

Without being frightened or holding preju-
dice against anyone, the time has come to say that 
journalism in India has undergone a sea change in 
the recent times. These days, journalists are being 
attacked regularly even when they are perform-
ing their duties. A recent example is the protest by 
working journalists in West Bengal—the media per-
sons were attacked when they were reporting the 
violence instigated by a section of the ruling party 
to prevent opposition parties from filing nomina-
tions to the Panchayat polls. 

In Kerala, a procession by right-wing activists 
suddenly turned violent and led to attacking a Press 
club. If this is the state of Freedom of Press in the 
two most-educated states in the country, the con-
dition of other states can be understood easily. The 
so-called fourth pillar of democracy is under attack 
across the country. The job of a journalist today is 
as risky as that of security personnel  deployed at 
borders or places dominated by terrorists. Yet, no 
matter how deplorable the situation is or how many 
challenges the media may have to face, Freedom of 
Press should be preserved at any cost. Otherwise, 
the future of India’s democracy is bleak.

DAILY
PATH

…no man having put his hand to the 
plough, and looking back, is fit for the 
kingdom of God. Luke 9:62

A
ll that we are entrusted with is an 
honour bestowed on us. Living 
to fulfill the purpose behind 
our existence is our gift unto 
our creator. We are who we are 

because we had been chosen to be what 
we are. The works we are involved in 
was started because of our passion for it. 
Celebrities are what they are because of 
what they chosed to be. A man can excel 
only in the things he loves doing. And a 
woman can succeed only when she puts 
her heart in the career or profession she 
is interested in. a man is what he is by the 
virtue of labor he puts in it.The blessings of 
prosperity is evidenced only in the lives of 
hard working people. 

Progress can never be expected unless 
the process of growth is evident. Neither 
development can be expected unless 
the signs of it are shown. The very things 
we expect becomes a reality when we 
whole heartedly walk towards it. The 
works in which many men and women 
are involved in are characterized by what 
their profession demands or expects of 
them. The profession in which they involve 
themselves in becomes a part of them. 

The high ranking officials become what 
they are because they worked hard to be at 
the top. The way they were promoted to a 
higher level was the result of their efficiency 
in the things they were involved in. they 
wouldn’t have been successful if they had 
left their work half way. In the same way the 
servants of God wouldn’t be worthy of the 
kingdom of God if they forsake the one they 
had been serving.

Inspite of knowing the consequences 
involved in becoming a follower of Christ, 
many men and woman take the pledge 
to be faithful to the faith they profess to 
follow. Ministry workers become what they 
are because of their passion in doing what 
they love. But as the Word makes it clear 
that a building without a firm foundation 
will crumble which is very relevant to 
what many Christians are today. If the 
stance we take in Christ are not adhered 
by  we become one in spirit with those 
backslidden spiritual leaders. Those who 
are weak willed begins drifting away from 
the commands of the Word and becomes 
one in spirit with the world.

The way Christ had to suffer to make 
a way for us to go to the Father vividly 
portrays the difficult journey we have to 
endure. The blood, the tears and the pain 
was what made us legitimate children of 
God. The choices we make in life should 

be justified by our allegiance to it. It is 
important that we make the right choice 
but it is also equally important that we 
live by the choices we make. Choosing 
the good things in life characterizes our 
inner beauty.The Word makes it clear to us 
that the kingdom of God is only for those 
who keeps on walking towards it. If you 
decide to visit a certain place you can reach 
your destination only if you keep walking 
towards it.

In this ministry of Christ, sacrifice, 
endurance and perseverance are essential 
to  effective in carrying out the task 
assigned. What ever has been been started 
should be completed. A person becomes 
a follower of Christ at his or her own free 
will. In the same way a person chooses to 
become a servant of Christ because of his 
or her belief in Him. If you are not a man of 
your word, you can never expect to become 
a servant of God.

Being servants of God if we become 
radically aggressive through the power 
of the spirit, we can be assured of victory. 
Whatever your ministry is you have to 
prove faithful to the trust you are bestowed 
with. Its all about knowing who you are 
and carrying out your responsibilities. No 
matter whatever the circumstances may 
be, you have to fight till the end. You started 
your work and you know what its like to 

be in the ministry. But to know how its 
like to be in the kingdom of God you have 
to continue doing what you do. Faith and 
trust are what you have and a determined 
spirit is what you need to possess. Waver 
and falter not, just continue doing what 
you do. All that you do will not be in vain if 
you remain faithful to the trust bestowed. 
All that you do for Him will be your gain if 
you remain faithful to Him. 

It has been made known that we may 
learn from it. The logic is simple. We abide 
by it, we get blessed. We live by it we will be 
rewarded. Its just a matter of knowing who 
we are and what we are supposed to do. 
Knowing our responsibilities and carrying 
out our duties compliments the grace given 
unto us. It will be by the virtue of knowing 
who we are in Christ that will determine 
what we will be in Christ. 

It’s a race, it’s a war and the more you 
live by it (Word) the stronger you will 
become. The stronger you are the more 
powerful you will be. Doing what you have 
to do signifies the legacy Christ has left 
behind. This is your calling. 

This is your responsibilities. Carry it 
out without complaining. Your worth as 
a member of the International Church of 
Christ will be determined by what you do 
now.

Ambrose.J. Chakre

S
ome would argue that Karl Marx, author of 
“Capital,” has been proven wrong on just about 
everything he wrote. The founder of scientific 
socialism was born 200 years ago on May 5.

These naysayers would point out that Soviet 
socialism imploded decades ago, and that China is 
heading merrily down the capitalist path. Marx and his 
collaborator Friedrich Engels wrote in “The Communist 
Manifesto” that the capitalist ruling class “produced 
its own grave-diggers” in the proletariat – that is, the 
working class. However, we have yet to see workers pick 
up the shovel and bury capitalism once and for all.

Activists seeking to combat injustice and inequality, 
it can be argued, have turned not to class struggle but 
to social movements focused on gender, sexuality, race, 
ethnicity and the environment. “Intersectionality” – the 
notion that people are defined by multiple identities, 
where class is just one among many – would seem to 
have a lot more appeal today than the effort to end 
“exploitation.”

However, as a scholar of Marxist theory and practice, 
I find that such announcements of the death of Marxism 
are premature.

Marx’s message is still relevant
In the wake of World War II, various economists heralded 
the narrowing of the gap between the richest and 
the poorest as evidence of the disappearance of class 
antagonisms.

But the long curve of capitalist development suggests 
that has widened, as illustrated in economist Thomas 
Piketty’s book “Capital in the Twenty-First Century.”

The candle of the 2012 Occupy movement may have 
guttered, but its mantra of the 99 percent opposing the 1 
percent is now a truiusm. Everyone knows that the super-
rich are richer than ever, while for most of the working-
class majority – many of them caught in the uncertainty 
of the “gig economy” – belt-tightening has become the 
new normal.

Those laboring in the formal and informal economies 
of much of Asia, Africa and Latin America, needless to 
say, face conditions that are far more dire.

Marx was correct, it would seem, when he wrote that 
capitalism keeps the working class poor.

He was also spot-on about capital’s inherent 
instability. There is some validity to the joke that 
“Marxists have predicted correctly 12 of the last three 
financial crises.”

WEATHER PRECAUTIONARIES
The following precautions may be adhered to:
Warning signs:

•	 High	winds,	rainfall	and	darkening	cloud	cover
•	 Thunderstorms	overhead/	nearby
•	 Louder	or	more	frequent	thunder

Facts:
•	 Lightening	generally	strikes	the	tallest	object
•	 No	place	is	completely	safe	but	some	places	are	

safer than others
•	 Large	enclosed	structures	are	safer	than	smaller/	

open structure
•	 Lightening	may	strike	the	same	place	repeatedly
•	 Most	lightening	deaths	and	injuries	occur	to	

people caught outdoors
•	 You	can	touch	lightening	victims	(they	carry	no	

electrical charge). Attend to them  immediately

Before lightening/ Thunderstorm strikes:
•	 Keep	yourself	informed	of	local	weather	alert/	

predictions accessible in your locality
•	 Be	aware	of	medical	contact	details	for	lightning	

emergency
•	 Make	emergency	plan	for	self/	family
•	 Keep	the	emergency	kit	ready
•	 Postpone	outdoor	activities	if	thunderstorm	is	

forecast
•	 Unplug	electrical	appliances
•	 Remove	dead	or	rotting	trees	and	branches	around	

your	house/	building

If indoors:
•	 Close	your	windows	and	doors
•	 Stay	away	from	windows	and	doors,	railings,	

porches/porticos

If outdoors:

•	 Move	towards	a	safe	shelter	(strong	building)	
immediately

•	 Stay	away	from	tractors,	farm	equipments,	
motorcycles, bicycles etc

•	 If	driving,	try	to	safely	exit	road	and	park,	away	
from isolated tree and areas prone to flash 
flooding

•	 Generally,	enclosed	metal	vehicles	(cars,	buses	etc)	
with the windows rolled up, are better shelter than 
being in the open.

•	 Stay	AWAY	from	loose	hanging	power	lines
•	 If	in	a	forest:	Get	shelter	in	a	low	area	under	a	thick	

undergrowth of small trees
•	 In	other	open	areas:	Try	to	go	to	a	low	place	such	as	

a ravine (but be alert for flash floods)
•	 If	in	water	get	to	land	and	find	safe	shelter	

immediately
•	 FARMERS	ARE	ADVISED	NOT	TO	BUILD	

TEMPORARY	HUTS	ON	RIVER	BANKS	OR	
SPEND	NIGHTS	IN	THE	FIELD	DURING	
INCLEMENT	WEATHER	AS	A	CLOUDBURST/
THUNDERSTORM	MAY	CAUSE	LANDSLIDES		
AND FLASH FLOODS

If Lightning / Thunderstorm strikes:
•	 Call	for	medical	assistance	and	ambulance	

immediately
•	 It	is	safe	to	touch	lightening	victims	and	provide	

medical treatment
•	 In	cold,	wet	situations	put	a	protective	layer	

between the victim and the ground to lower the 
risk of hypothermia (very low body temperature)

•	 Attend	to	the	victims	as	follows:
•	 If	breathing	stops:	begin	mouth-	to-	mouth	

resuscitation
•	 If	heartbeat	stops:	administer	Cardiopulmonary	

Resuscitation (CPR) until medical assistance 
arrives.

•	 If	victim	has	pulse:	look	for	other	possible	injuries/	
burns/	hearing-loss/	eyesight-	loss

Preparedness:
•	 If	a	storm	is	approaching,	avoid	high	places,	hill	

tops,	open	fields,	separate	trees,	rain/bus/picnic,	
shelters, communications towers, flag-poles, 
electric/light	poles,	metal	fences,	open	vehicles	
and water

      Don’ts 

If indoors:
•	 Do	not	use/touch	corded	phones/mobile/

other devices plugged into electric (Cordless and 
wireless phones not connected to wall outlets are 
safer to use in case of emergency).

•	 Do	not	use	electrical	devices	immediately	after	
thunder/	lightning

•	 Do	not	wash	your	hands,	take	bath/	shower,	wash	
dishes and do laundry

•	 Do	not	lie	on	concrete	floors/	lean	against	
concrete walls

•	 Avoid	contact	with	any	conductive	surfaces	(metal	
doors,	window	frames,	wiring	and	plumbing/	
water-taps)

If Outdoors:
•	 Do	not	stand	below	or	near	a	tree	in	case	of	

thunder/storm/lightning
•	 Avoid	separated	sheds	or	other	small	structures	in	

open areas
•	 Avoid	contact	with	metal/	conductor	parts	of	the	

vehicle
•	 Stay	away	from	loose	hanging	power	cables.

Issued in public interest: Nagaland State Disaster 
Management Authority (NSDMA), Home Department.

The Virtue of Faithfulness

Should We Celebrate Karl Marx on His 200th Birthday?

Nagaland State Disaster Management Authority

Barbara Foley | The Conversation

We are not called to be comfortable.

In August 2015, when I was preparing to attend a 
university a couple of hours from home, I realized 
I probably wouldn’t move back home after gradua-

tion. My mind raced. How can I leave home? My fam-
ily? My church? What if God later calls me to another 
state or country?

Like Moses, when God told him to go “to Phar-
aoh to bring [His] people the Israelites out of Egypt” 
(Exodus 3:10), I was afraid. I didn’t want to leave my 
comfort zone. Yes, Moses obeyed and followed God, 
but not before questioning Him and requesting that 
someone else go instead (vv. 11–13; 4:13). 

In Moses’s example, we can see what we shouldn’t 
do when we sense a clear calling. We can instead 
strive to be more like the disciples. When Jesus called 
them, they left everything and followed Him (Matthew 
4:20–22; Luke 5:28). Fear is natural, but we can trust 
God’s plan.

Being so far from home is still difficult. But as I 
continually seek God, He opens doors for me that 
confirm I am where I’m supposed to be.

When we are led out of our comfort zone, we 
can either go reluctantly, like Moses, or willingly like 
the disciples—who followed Jesus wherever He led 
them. Sometimes this means leaving our comfortable 
life hundreds or even thousands of miles behind us. 
But no matter how difficult it may be, following Jesus 
is worth it.

BIBLE READ:    EXODUS 3:7–14  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

At once they left their nets and followed him. 
~ Matthew 4:20

Responding to 
God’s Leading

Marx’s reputation has made a startling comeback, 
however, at times in unexpected circles.

In discussing the 2008 financial meltdown, one Wall 
Street Journal commentator wrote: “Karl Marx got it right, 
at some point capitalism can destroy itself. We thought 
markets worked. They’re not working.”

In 2017, the National Review reported that a poll 
found	as	many	as	40	percent	of	people	in	the	U.S.	“now	
prefer socialism to capitalism.”

Notably, too, the C-word – Communism – has been 
making a reappearance, as is indicated by recent series 
of titles: The Idea of Communism,“ ”The Communist 
Hypothesis,“ ”The Actuality of Communism,“ and ”The 
Communist	Horizon.“	Until	recently,	the	word	was	largely	
avoided by neo- and post-Marxist academics.

Class analysis remains alive and well. This is because 
capitalism is no longer as seemingly natural as the air we 
breathe. It is a system that came into being and can also 
go out of being.

Is a better world possible?
To say that there are threads connecting the present to a 
possible future of universal human emancipation is not to 
state that capitalism will collapse by itself. People have to 
make this happen.

Those who would like to see the world move through 
and past its present state face huge challenges, both 
theoretical and practical. Not least among these challenges 
is the need to parse out what succeeded and what failed in 
the past century’s attempts to create egalitarian societies.

But Marxism is not equivalent to everything that has 
been performed in its name. Marx’s work remains, to my 
mind, the most compelling framework for analyzing how 
the conflicting tendencies in present-day society contain 
the seeds of a more humane future.

Thanks, Karl. And, happy birthday.

Barbara Foley Distinguished Professor of English and 
American Studies, Rutgers University Newark

Karl Marx Monument in Chemnitz, in eastern Germany. AP Photo/Jens Meyer
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Changlin Xu (Yak herder from the Tibetan Autonomous Region meets his first reindeer. Credit: ICIMOD

Yuden Pem, a yak herder from Bhutan, and Mikal Juhan Ailo Utsi, a 
reindeer herder from Norway. Credit: ICIMOD
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Vishal Gulati | IANS

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Matters of the heart are 
likely to get a bit sticky, Aries. Perhaps you feel as 
if someone is shutting off from you and being very 
stubborn about it. Perhaps this person is giving you 

the cold shoulder and refusing to acknowledge you until you 
crawl back with an apology. The problem is that your pride is 
stubborn, and your view on the matter is equally so, making 
any resolution difficult.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Your warm, loving, 
romantic nature is noticed whether you realize it or 
not, Taurus. Perhaps you sometimes feel like there 
isn’t enough excitement in your life - especially your 

love life. Don’t think this means you need to change in order to 
please others. Your stable, quiet nature is comforting to those 
who understand and appreciate it. The last thing you want to do 
today is pretend to be someone you aren’t.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): When it comes to ro-
mance in your life, Gemini, there may be a great deal 
of talk but not enough action. Perhaps you’re a ter-
rific flirt who can keep things moving at a quick pace 

intellectually, but nothing really comes of it when you have to 
take concrete action and manifest those words in a romantic 
setting. This is one day when this conflict of interests makes 
itself known more blatantly than usual.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Things are coming to 
a dramatic climax for you in matters of love and 
romance, Cancer. Perhaps you’ve been nurturing a 
relationship. You’ve put a lot of passion and soul 

into building a strong connection. This is a time of reckoning in 
which you take a step back and see what you’ve gained from it 
all. Do you have a partner for life or someone who doesn’t ap-
preciate you as much as you think they should?

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): For you, Leo, love is like 
an adventure, crazy sport, or some sort of video 
arcade game. Lately, you may have been too caught 
up in the fantasy aspect of it without taking into ac-

count the practical nature and nitty-gritty of what it takes to 
keep a relationship afloat. You might need to take a more re-
alistic view of it now. Be more sensitive to your emotions and 
honor them accordingly.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Love and romance should 
be going well for you now, Virgo. However, today 
you could find that things get a bit uneasy when ei-
ther you or your partner suspects something isn’t 

true or is suspicious about the situation at hand. Someone may 
get caught in a difficult predicament when the veil of deception 
is suddenly lifted and the truth revealed. There could be some 
difficult explaining to do!

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22):  The notion of truth could 
get shot down today due to someone who knows 
you better than most, Libra. It won’t take a long, 
drawn-out conversation or deep explanation to re-

veal the fact that there is a bit of deception that has been cover-
ing the truth. Don’t try to hide from loved ones who are only 
trying to do what’s best for you. Be open and honest with those 
who really care.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):  Do what you can to 
stabilize your emotions, Scorpio. Romance should 
be on a slow, steady path as long as you’re honest 
with yourself and others about how you feel. Per-

haps you’re so caught up in your fantasy world that you fail to 
see that things are actually moving in your favor. Conflict that 
arises today may be uncomfortable, but ultimately it will shed 
more light on the truth of the situation.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21):  You need to slow 
down in matters of love and romance, Sagittarius. 
You’re likely acting on the assumption that things are 
fine and you can continue moving at lightning speed 

even though you long ago lost your road map. There’s a degree 
of fantasy in your world. It doesn’t take into account the fact that 
there are areas where you need to be more sensitive to your 
partner and perhaps take things more slowly and methodically.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Issues of love and 
romance should be going well for you, Capricorn, 
and you’ll find that regardless of where you are in 
your relationships, you’re right where you need to 

be. There’s an element of fantasy at work today that’s making 
you much more susceptible to romantic dreams and ideas. The 
good news is that you have the power to put these dreams into 
motion. Manifest your wildest fantasies with a loved one tonight.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Things are coming 
to a difficult stalemate regarding the love in your life, 
Aquarius. Perhaps you’ve felt like everything was 
going fine and you had nothing to worry about. In 

reality, this notion of “fine” was just your self-denial hard at work 
making you think that you could continue on your path without 
really considering how your actions affected others. Be prepared 
for a reality check that you didn’t see coming.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20):  Love is very real to you. 
You’re apt to take it very seriously, perhaps even too 
seriously, Pisces. This is one of those emotions that 
eventually takes over your brain and leaves no room 

for rational thoughts on the topic. The good news is that matters 
regarding love and romance should be stabilizing at this time, 
giving you the opportunity to face this area of your life from a 
rational perspective.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Hanna Lønning Gjerd | The Wire Yak herders from Bhutan, Nepal and the Tibetan Autonomous Region in China met with 
reindeer herders from Norway and Russia and found surprising commonalities in the 
challenges they face, especially climate change.

Yak and Reindeer Herders Come Together to Tackle Climate Change

Germany’s Green Power Transition Holds Lessons For India (Energy Feature)

I
magine that you’ve never left your home village, 
that you speak only your native language and that 
you suddenly find yourself traveling over 8,300 kil-
ometres across the globe. For Yuden Pem this be-
came a reality. She travelled from her village in the 

Haa district of Bhutan to Tromsø, a town in the northern 
part of Norway. Together with two other yak herders from 
the Hindu Kush Himalaya (HKH) region, she came to 
explore the potential of cross-regional cooperation with 
representatives from the Arctic reindeer community.

Reindeer herders and yak herders can be found at the 
highest latitudes and altitudes on Earth. Their communi-
ties are the home of valuable natural resources and pre-
cious biodiversity and the location of vast areas of snow 
and ice, reserves of water that are vanishing with climate 
change. Although living continents apart in vastly differ-
ent regions, both communities are experiencing changes 
in their livelihoods due to climate change, globalisation 
and socioeconomic changes.

Thus, there was a motivation for the herders to come 
together to explore commonalities and linkages and 
to see if, through their deepened understanding of one 
another and through cooperation, they might be better 
equipped to address the challenges they are facing.

Dialogue between the yak and reindeer herders took 
place at the Arctic Frontiers in Tromsø at the end of Janu-
ary. The conference offers an international platform for 
cooperation and sustainable development in the Arc-
tic, bringing together representatives from government, 
academia and business.

For the past few years, institutions and individuals 
from the HKH have been involved in cooperative activi-
ties and in exploring commonalities with institutions and 
individuals in the Arctic. A growing Himalayan University 
Consortium brings together many universities from the 
HKH and is also connected with the University of the 
Arctic. In developing the Himalayan Monitoring and As-
sessment Programme (HIMAP), advice was drawn from 
the Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Programme. And 
there is ample scope for scientific collaboration.

The eight countries of the Arctic have benefitted from 
an Arctic Council. At the Arctic Frontiers, the sharing of 
lessons learned from the Arctic experience helped rep-
resentatives from the HKH to see if those lessons could 
be applied to the Himalayas. Perhaps the time is right for 
something like a Himalayan Council to emerge.

Similarities and common issues
Despite the fact that the herders did not speak a com-

mon language, the aim of the session was to create a dia-
logue and to build bridges across communities dealing 
with uncertain futures. The session was organised jointly 
by the International Centre for Integrated Mountain De-
velopment (ICIMOD), the International Centre for Rein-
deer Husbandry (ICR), the UARCTIC EALAT Institute and 
GRID-Arendal.

Together with Yuden Pem, Shilp Kumar Rai from Ne-
pal and Changlin Xu from the Tibetan Autonomous Re-
gion in China represented the Himalayan yak herders. 
The reindeer community was represented by Rávdná Bi-
ret Márjá from Norway and Sergey Kharuchi plus Mikhail 
Pogodaev from Russia. One of the common issues expe-
rienced by all the herders was the loss of grazing land. 
Reasons differed, but the redistribution of land for in-

dustrial reasons or for conservation, the establishment of 
national parks, and the impacts of climate change were 
the most prominent.

A common challenge shared by the herders was the 
declining involvement of young people in this traditional 
livelihood option. Within both the reindeer and yak herd-
ing communities, herding skills and knowledge have 
been handed down through generations and the tradi-
tional way of life is very much a part of their identities.

Now, however, globalisation and urbanisation pro-
vide new opportunities and the younger generation 
choose to find different paths not related to traditional 
pastoralism. Another issue raised by the herders was the 
difficulty in marketing their products. Reindeer meat is 
expensive compared to other types of meat and market 
competition is much tougher now than before, resulting 
in the herders having to sell more meat to generate the 
same income. The yak herders also noted that many of 
their traditional products, especially those made from 
yak milk, are losing their popularity.

Climate change was a recurring theme throughout 
the session and all the herders underlined that it was 
impacting the stability of their livelihoods. Indeed, at the 
forefront of climate change challenges are the pastoral-
ists at high latitude and high elevation. In the rangelands 

of the high north and high mountains, temperatures are 
rising faster than the worlds averages, the natural dy-
namics of ecosystems are changing and so too the graz-
ing lands of yaks and reindeers. Although located in dif-
ferent parts of the world, it was an issue about which all 
herders felt strongly.

The commonalities were striking, but clear differ-
ences between the situations of Arctic-based reindeer 
herders and HKH-based yak herders are also there. In-
dustrialisation has reduced the area available for the 
Arctic-based reindeer herders in many places, but it is 
a lack of industrial development that is an issue for the 
HKH-based yak herders. Because yaks only live in high 
altitudes, herding communities often reside in remote 
and inaccessible areas which lack basic infrastructure 
like roads and electricity.

The future for cooperation
Despite the lack of a common language, the Arctic 

Frontiers session provided a valuable platform for dia-
logue between herding communities. There was mutual 
agreement among the herders that knowledge exchange 
and the sharing of experiences and concerns was highly 
valuable. The session not only made clear the idea that 
climate change knows no borders and that it is a problem 

P
eople in Germany’s small towns and 
rural areas are turning to renewable 
energy in a process that has special 
lessons for countries like India.

Learning how Germany’s cit-
izen-owned, highly-decentralised energy 
transition, named Energiewende, is working 
to decarbonise the economy, could be most 
useful for India, the third-biggest solar in-
staller after China and the US, and aiming to 
increase its solar capacity to 100 GW by 2022.

This is a new business model for sustaina-
ble growth to limit manmade climate change 
along with strengthening regional purchasing 
power, said policymaker Peter Heck.

“Energiewende means spending our 
money in regional business circles rather 
than sustaining the profit of international oil 
giants,” Heck, who is the Managing Director 
with the Institute for Applied Material Flow 
Management in Trier University of Applied 
Sciences, told IANS.

Since the energy transition set off in 2000, 
tens of thousands in the world’s fourth-largest 
economy have turned into electricity entre-
preneurs, investing in solar panels on their 
houses and buying shares in wind turbines.

Engaging people even in small coopera-
tives has become a mass movement to favour 

energy transition from fossils to renewable 
sources despite rising electricity prices, pro-
tests against wind parks and the rising re-
newables surcharge resulting from Germany’s 
expensive first mover status.

India can replicate this transition but at a 
fraction of the cost, thanks to massive, ongo-
ing renewable energy deflation.

Renewable energy in India is now cheaper 
than even domestic thermal power, albeit 
with the added complexities for the grid of 
variable generation supply, Director of energy 
finance studies of the US-based Institute for 
Energy Economics and Financial Analysis 
Tim Buckley told IANS.

“We made our dream come true with the 
linking of a photovoltaic system on the roof 
of the community hall with a battery storage 
system to supply the LED streetlights in the 
whole village,” Horn Mayor Volker Harter told 
IANS during a recent visit to citizen-owned re-
newable energy installations in the Hunsruck 
region in Rhineland-Palatinate.

Likewise, a solar thermal plant supplies 
the entire Neuerkirch municipality with heat.

Rhineland-Palatinate State Energy Agency 
Executive Director Thomas Pensel said the 
state is the front-runner in fulfilling its com-
mitment under the Paris Climate Change 
Agreement through a full-scale social and 
economic transformation by cutting green-
house gas emissions with ending fossil fuels’ 

use.
Sample this bright vision of a bottom-up 

energy revolution in Rhineland-Palatinate, a 
pioneer in the development of renewable en-
ergies through 42 citizen energy cooperatives, 
which has turned into a big business.

Prominent among them is the SOLIX co-
operative based in the municipality of Warrs-
tadt, which, in 2007 and 2010, began installing 
solar panels on the roofs of municipal build-
ings. Their success encouraged Petra Gruner-
Bauer and seven others to establish SOLIX, 
which by 2016, had 115 individual members 
as well as four regional shareholders, com-
prising three local companies.

SOLIX now owns and operates a 50 KW 
photovoltaic plant as well as a three MW wind 
turbine that supplies electricity to around 
5,000 people per year.

The cooperative currently accepts mem-
bers who acquire shares worth a minimum of 
1,000 euros and up to 50,000 euros. The total 
volume of shares was more than one million 
euros at the end of 2016.

As per German laws, all members of a co-
operative have equal voting rights, regardless 
of their financial contribution.

“A lot of communities have been success-
ful pioneers to earn money with the expan-
sion of renewable energies,” said State Min-
istry of Environment and Energy Secretary 
Thomas Griese.

He said currently 48 percent of the power 
production in the state is based on renewable 
sources and 70 per cent of the power is pro-
duced in Rhineland-Palatinate itself.

Mainz-based UrStrom, founded in 2010, is 
an example for the potential of citizen-owned 
renewable energy generation in cities and 
suburbs. The cooperative, with 200 members, 
operates 11 photovoltaic systems mounted 
on the roofs of public and industrial buildings, 
producing 100 percent renewable electricity 
and supplying it to nearly 100 households at 
a competitive price.

Small investors are given an incentive 
through feed-in tariffs for new renewable 
power installations. Feed-in tariff means an 
owner of renewable energy installations is 
guaranteed an above-market price per kil-
owatt-hour for the power they feed into the 
grid over a period of 20 years.

A simple calculation works like this: If one 
installation harvests 5,000 kilowatt-hours per 
year, for every kilowatt feed on to the grid, a 
generator gets 51 cents.

According to Renewable Energies Agency, 
a communication platform funded by a group 
of 100 companies, citizens own one-third of 
Germany’s renewable capacity.

In 2016, private citizens owned 31.5 per-
cent of all installed renewable power capacity, 
making them the most important investors in 
the sector ahead of energy companies (15.7 

per cent), developers (14.4 per cent), farm-
ers (10.5 percent) and funds/banks (13.4 per-
cent).

Private citizens refer to individuals who, 
for instance, install their own solar PV rooftop 
panels, as well as to energy cooperatives.

India has reached 20 GW cumulative solar 
capacity, achieving the milestone four years 
ahead of the 2022 target originally set in the 
National Solar Mission in 2009. In 2015, the 
target for the same year, 2022, was raised to 
100 GW. In 2017, its solar installations at 9,629 
MW was more than double the 4,313 MW in-
stalled in 2016.

Its share of coal-based power plants in 
new installations declined significantly from 
62 per cent in 2016 to just 19 per cent in 2017, 
whereas solar power led with around 45 per 
cent of total power capacity additions.

The 2018 National Electricity Plan sets 
India on a similarly ambitious trajectory of 
a staggering 275 gigawatts of renewables by 
2027, but is yet to really tap into the private 
individuals sector to best deliver (and fund) a 
rapid roll-out of this distributed energy solu-
tion that has proven so successful in Germa-
ny, added Buckley.

 (Vishal Gulati was in Germany for a 
media study tour of the Clean Energy Wire 
or CLEW. He can be contacted at vishal.g@

ians.in)

affecting communities worldwide, but also it highlighted 
that there are many similarities in the ways people in very 
different places are affected.

Facilitating connections between indigenous com-
munities helps to amplify voices from the mountains. 
We found at the meeting that yak herders and reindeer 
herders, despite living worlds apart, easily connected 
with each other. Perhaps their combined wisdom and 
voice will both help in finding solutions and in voicing 
concerns to the global community, where action around 
climate change is moving far too slowly to make a dent in 
temperature rise.

Hanna Lønning Gjerdi works for The Himalayan 
Climate Change Adaptation Programme (HICAP) at the 
International Centre for Integrated Mountain Develop-

ment (ICIMOD).
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Start dialogue to end violence, Mehbooba tells Modi 

883 crorepatis, 645 criminals 
in Karnataka Assembly poll fray

Kathua rape-murder trial shifted to Pathankot 

Corrupt will be 
brought to book, 
BJP warns UP 
opposition

Five-Judge SC bench to hear plea 
against rejection of impeachment notice 

SC strikes down UP law allowing ex-CMs to keep govt. house 

Rahul Gandhi on bicycle leads protest 
march on petrol price in Karnataka

More thunderstorms likely to hit India till May 11 

PTI

Mehbooba Mufti (File Photo)

PTI

Kathua rape victim’s lawyer Deepika Singh Rajawat, shows the victory sign after the Supreme Court 
directed fast-track trial and transfer of the Kathua gang-rape and murder case to Pathankot in New 
Delhi on Monday.

PTI

Congress President Rahul Gandhi rides a bicycle as part of his protest 
against the hike in fuel prices, at Malur in Kolar district on Monday.

PTI

 The official accommodations for former Uttar Pradesh chief ministers, from left in the top row, Mayawati, 
Kalyan Singh, and Rajnath Singh; left to right in the bottom row, Akhilesh Yadav, ND Tiwari, and Mulayam 
Singh Yadav, in Lucknow on Monday.

Srinagar, May 7 (IANS): 
Chief Minister Mehbooba 
Mufti on Monday urged 
the Modi government to 
initiate a “meaningful dia-
logue” to end the “vicious 
cycle of killings and de-
struction” in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

A day after spiralling 
violence in the state left 
five militants, including 
an assistant professor, 
and five civilians dead, 
Mehbooba Mufti also 
made a passionate appeal 
to parents “to ensure that 
children do not embrace 
death”.

The Chief Minister 
was speaking to the media 
on the sidelines of an of-
ficial ceremony at the civil 
secretariat which started 
functioning in the sum-
mer capital Srinagar after 
its six-month sojourn in 
the winter capital Jammu. 

She urged the Centre 
to initiate a meaningful 
dialogue so that violence 
ends in Jammu and Kash-
mir “as the youths who 
are getting killed are our 
children.

“The sooner it hap-
pens, the more quickly we 
can get our state out of the 
vicious cycle of killings 

New Delhi, May 7 (IANS): 
The Supreme Court on 
Monday transferred to 
Pathankot the trial of the 
brutal rape and murder 
of an eight-year-old no-
madic girl in Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Kathua because 
“fear and fair trial can’t ex-
ist together”.

A bench of Chief Jus-
tice Dipak Misra, Justice 
D.Y. Chandrachud and 
Justice Indu Malhotra also 
ordered in-camera and 
day-to-day trial in the case 
that has caused global out-
rage.

The court said an in-
camera trial was being 
ordered to ensure that wit-
nesses feel protected and 
the accused feel safe. The 
top court said it would 
monitor the case and its 
trial from time to time and 
posted the matter for next 

hearing on July 9.
“Fair trial is sacrosanct 

principle under Article 21 
(right to life) of the Con-
stitution,” the Supreme 
Court observed in the 
order transferring the case 
to Pathankot, which is 
25 km away from Kathua 
across the border with 
Punjab.

The bench said the 
Pathankot District and 
Sessions judge would hold 
the trial while the Jammu 
and Kashmir government 
was allowed to appoint 
public prosecutor.

The apex court said the 
trial would be conducted 
according to the provi-
sions of the Ranbir Penal 
Code, a criminal code ap-
plicable in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

The state government 
was also asked to provide 

security to the victim’s 
family, their lawyer and 
witnesses.

The decision to trans-
fer the trial from Kathua 
came after a plea from the 
victim’s father.

The minor girl from 
nomadic goatherds went 
missing on January 10 
when she was grazing 
horses close to her home 
in Rasana village near 
Kathua in the Jammu re-
gion. Her raped body was 
found in the same area a 
week later.

The Crime Branch of 
Jammu and Kashmir Po-
lice, which investigated 
the case and has already 
filed charges, said eight 
people were involved in 
the crime. The accused 
include two policemen, 
a juvenile and a former 
Indian Revenue Service 

Bengaluru, May 7 (IANS): 
Of the 2,654 candidates in 
the fray for the May 12 Kar-
nataka Assembly elections, 
at least 883 are crorepatis 
and 645 have criminal cas-
es against them, said two 
watchdogs after analysing 
their affidavits filed with 
the Election Commission 
(EC).

“The average assets 
of the 883 (35 per cent) 
crorepati candidates are 
worth Rs 7.54 crore. Of 
the 645 contestants, 254 
(10 per cent) face serious 
criminal cases and 391 
(15 per cent) face criminal 
cases,” revealed a study 
by the Karnataka Election 
Watch and Delhi-based 
Association for Demo-
cratic Reforms (ADR) 
ahead of the polls in the 
223 constituencies across 
the state.

Of the 225-member 
lower house, including 
one nominated, election 
to the Jayanagar seat in 
the capital has been coun-

termanded due tothe 
death of Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) candidate B.N. 
Vijaya Kumar on May 4.

Of the total candi-
dates, the watchdogs 
could not analyse details 
of 95 candidates belong-
ing to national, regional, 
local and fringe parties, 
as their affidavits were 
badly scanned or were in-
complete on the websites 
of the poll panel and the 
Chief Electoral Officer of 
the southern state.

Affidavits of all the 
contesting 223 BJP candi-
dates were analysed. Two 
hundred and eight (93 
per cent) of the 223 can-
didates in fray from the 
BJP have declared assets 
worth over Rs 1 crore, the 
highest number among 
all the parties contesting.

A total of 207 (94 per 
cent) of the 220 candi-
dates from the ruling Con-
gress, 154 (77 per cent) of 
the 199 candidates from 
Janata Dal-Secular (JD-S) 

and 199 (18 per cent) of 
the 1,090 Independents 
have declared assets more 
than Rs 1 crore.

The BJP candidates 
were found to be with the 
highest number of crimi-
nal cases against them, 
with 83 (37 per cent) of the 
223 candidates in fray hav-
ing criminal cases against 
them and 58 others (26 per 
cent) having serious crimi-
nal cases against them 
including murder.

Of the 220 candidates 
analysed from the ruling 
Congress, a total of 59 (27 
per cent) have declared 
criminal cases against 
themselves in their af-
fidavits, while 32 (15 per 
cent) have serious crimi-
nal cases against them.

Of the 199 JD-S can-
didates analysed by the 
study, 41 (21 per cent) 
have criminal cases, and 
29 (15 per cent) have de-
clared serious criminal 
cases in their poll affida-
vits.

Of the total 1,090 In-
dependents analysed, 
108 (10 per cent) have 
declared criminal cases 
against themselves, and 
70 (6 per cent) are ac-
cused of serious criminal 
charges.

The top three candi-
dates with highest assets 
among all the candidates 
in fray belong to the ruling 
Congress -- Priyakrishna, 
from Govindarajanagar 
constituency with Rs 
1,020 crore worth total 
assets, N. Nagaraju from 
Hosakote Assembly seat 
with assets valued at Rs 
1,015 crore and the state 
Energy Minister D.K. Shiv-
akumar from Kanakapura 
segment with Rs 840 crore 
assets.

Polling will be held in 
a single phase on May 12 
for the 223 constituencies, 
including 36 reserved for 
the Scheduled Castes and 
15 for Scheduled Tribes.

The votes  wi l l  be 
counted on May 15.

Lucknow, May 7 (IANS): Ut-
tar Pradesh’s ruling BJP on 
Monday welcomed the state 
government’s move to hand 
over to the CBI the probe 
into the sale of 21 sugar 
mills by the then Mayawati 
government to private own-
ers, saying that no corrupt 
politicians will be spared.

Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) state spokesman 
Manish Shukla said that 
the decision had proved 
that the government had 
zero tolerance for graft.

The hasty decision also 
led to loss of employment 
for thousands working in 
these sugar mills, he said.

During the tenure of 
the Samajwadi Party gov-
ernment, the then Chief 
Minister Akhilesh Yadav 
played with the lives of un-
employed youth and there 
were gross irregularities in 
various recruitment proc-
esses, alleged Shukla, add-
ing that these too would 
be probed and the guilty 
brought to book.

New Delhi, May 7 (IANS): A five-
Judge Constitution Bench of the 
Supreme Court will hear on Tuesday 
a plea by two Congress Rajya Sabha 
members against house Chairman 
M. Venkaiah Naidu’s decision to 
reject a notice on the impeachment 
motion against apex court’s Chief 
Justice Dipak Misra.

The bench comprising Justices 
A.K. Sikri, Justice S.A. Bobde, Justice 
N.V. Ramana, Justice Arun Mishra, 
and Justice Adarsh Kumsar Goel 
will hear the matter as a first item at 
10.30 a.m.

The plea by two Rajya Sabha 
members -- Pratap Singh Bajwa 
and Amee Harshadray Yajnik -- was 
included in the supplementary list 
issued by the top court’s Registry on 
Monday evening.

Earlier on Monday morning, a 
bench headed by Justice J. Chela-
meswar told senior counsel Kapil 
Sibal to “come back tomorrow” as 
the latter mentioned the matter for 
listing for an early hearing.

Sibal told the court that since the 
matter involved the Chief Justice of 
India, it could not be mentioned 
before him.

He had also told the bench that 
the rejection of the notice of motion 
seeking the removal of Chief Justice 

Misra raised “serious constitutional 
issues” and involved interpretation 
of constitutional provisions.

The Rajya Sabha Chairman had 
on April 23 rejected the notice given 
by Rajya Sabha members of the 
Congress and six other opposition 
parties to seek the removal of Chief 
Justice Misra on grounds of “misbe-
haviour”. 

Naidu had said that the notice 
lacked merit.

The petitioners contended that 
Naidu’s decision to reject the notice 
is “ex facie illegal, arbitrary, and 
violative of Article 14 of the Con-
stitution” that guarantees equality 
before law.

They contended that the deci-
sion under challenge is in the teeth 
of the constitutional mandate of 
Articles 124 (4) and 124(5) of the 
Constitution.

“It is not the Rajya Sabha Chair-
man’s prerogative to adjudicate 
whether there has been any abuse 
by the CJI of his power as the Master 
of the Roster (in the Supreme Court). 
This is the job of the Inquiry Com-
mittee,” the petitioners contended.

The two lawmakers sought direc-
tions to the Rajya Sabha Chairman 
to admit the notice for impeach-
ment motion and constitute a com-

mittee to investigate the grounds 
mentioned therein.

They also sought that Section 
3(1) of the Judges Inquiry Act of 1968, 
insofar it allows the Rajya Sabha 
Chairman and Lok Sabha Speaker 
to exercise discretion in accepting or 
rejecting a notice of motion for the 
removal of Judge (s) as ultra vires of 
the Constitution, particularly Article 
124 (4) and (5).

Section 3 of the Judges Inquiry 
Act provides for the “investigation 
into misbehaviour or incapacity of 
the Judge by the committee”.

Sub-Section 1 of Section 3 of 
the Judges Inquiry Act says: “The 
Speaker or, as the case may be, the 
Chairman may, after consulting 
such persons, if any, as he thinks fit 
and after considering such materi-
als, if any, as may be available to him, 
either admit the motion or refuse to 
admit the same.

Naidu had taken recourse to this 
provision on April 23 to reject the 
impeachment motion notice.

“None of the reasons given by the 
Chairman in the impugned order 
carry any weight or are legally ten-
able. It deserves to be set aside for 
being wholly extraneous and ultra 
vires to the Constitution and the In-
quiry Act,” said the petitioners.

New Delhi, May 7 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court today 
struck down the amend-
ment to a Uttar Pradesh 
legislation which allowed 
former chief ministers 
retain government ac-
commodation even after 
demitting office, saying 
it violated the concept of 
equality, 

A bench headed by Jus-
tice Ranjan Gogoi said the 
amendment in the leg-
islation was ultra vires to 
the Constitution since it 
transgresses the concept 
of equality under the Con-
stitution.

The bench said the 
amendment was “arbi-

trary, discriminatory” and 
violates the concept of 
equality.

The apex court said 
that once such persons 
demit public office, there 
is nothing to distinguish 
them from the common 
man.

The apex court had 
on April 19 reserved its 
verdict on an NGO’s plea 
challenging amendments 
to the UP legislation al-
lowing ex-chief ministers 
of the state to continue 
occupying government 
bungalows.

The top court had 
earlier observed that if 
the provision, which has 

been challenged by NGO 
Lok Prahari, was held 
invalid, then similar leg-
islation in other states 
might also come under 
challenge.

The NGO had chal-
lenged the amendments 
made by the erstwhile 
Akhilesh Yadav govern-
ment to the ‘UP Ministers 
(Salaries, Allowances and 
Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Act, 1981’.

It had also challenged 
another UP law of 2016 
called ‘The Allotment of 
Houses under Control of 
the Estate Department 
Bill-2016’ to regulate the 
allotment of government 

Bengaluru, May 7 (PTI): 
Protesting against the high 
petrol and fuel prices, Con-
gress President Rahul Gan-
dhi today rode a bicycle as 
he led a march on the issue 
while campaigning in Kar-
nataka’s Kolar district.

Later, standing on a 
bullock cart, he addressed 
a gathering where he al-
leged that the BJP-led gov-
ernment wanted to take 
money from the common 
man to give it to its “rich 
friends” and asked it to tell 
the people why they were 
not reducing the price of 
petrol in the country.

Gandhi, who resumed 
his poll campaign for the 
May 12 assembly polls, 
took out a protest march 
in Maluru in Kolar against 
rising petrol prices by rid-
ing a bicycle with other 
Congress workers walking 
or running behind him.

The world over petrol 
prices were decreasing, 
but in India prices were still 
high, he lamented.

“Earlier in international 
market, the price was USD 

New Delhi, May 7 (IANS): The 
weather office here on Monday 
warned that thunderstorms, squalls 
and gusty winds are likely to hit 
many parts of India, including Delhi, 
till Friday even as the mountains of 
Himachal Pradesh received fresh 
snowfall.

In a weather warning bulletin, 
the India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) said the states likely to 
be affected by thunderstorms and 
gusty winds are Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, 
West Bengal, Sikkim, Odisha, Assam, 
Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, 
Mizoram, Tripura, Karnataka and 

Kerala. 
Thunderstorms and squalls are 

“very, very likely at isolated places in 
Haryana, Chandigarh and Delhi”, the 
weather office said.

It also warned of duststorm in Ra-
jasthan while heavy rain is expected 
in six northeast states.

The bulletin also warned of heat 
wave conditions in “one or two pock-
ets in Vidarbha” in Maharashtra.

The weather office warned of 
squalls and hail along with thun-
derstorms in Jammu and Kashmir, 
Uttarakhand, Punjab and Himachal 
Pradesh.

The Haryana government on 
Monday closed schools for two days 
as a preventive measure in view of the 
weather warning. 

In Himachal Pradesh, mild 
snowfall occurred on Monday in the 
mountain areas while some parts 
received rain. 

The local weather office warned 
of more snow and rain accompanied 
by hailstorms and gusty winds in the 
state till Wednesday. 

Last week, thunderstorms had 
wreaked havoc in parts of Uttar 
Pradesh and Rajasthan, killing nearly 
100 people.

officer.
Lawyer-activist Deep-

ika Singh Rajawat, who 
pleaded for the victim’s fa-
ther, said the family of the 
minor was being threat-
ened.

Rajawat also alleged 
that members of the Jam-
mu Bar Association had 
threatened her, asking her 
not to appear in the case. 
The association denied 
the allegation.

Two of the accused had 
filed a separate plea, seek-
ing the trial in the case 
to be held in Jammu and 
the probe handed over to 
the CBI.

But the top court re-
fused to examine the plea 
for handing over the inves-
tigation to the CBI. 

Chief Justice Misra said 
the probe has been done, 
charges already filed by 
the Crime Branch on April 
9 but was always open for 
supplementary investiga-
tion, “if required”.

Senior advocate Indira 
Jaising, who appeared for 
the victim’s father, argued 
that the police had done a 
“good job”. She described 
the demand for a CBI 
probe as an “attempt to 
unscramble a scrambled 
egg”.

Jammu and Kashmir 
Chief Minister Mehbooba 
welcomed the Supreme 
Court’s refusal to transfer 
the case to the CBI.

“This will go a long way 
to boost the morale of our 
police force who in the 
face of great adversity have 
left no stone unturned to 
ensure that the deceased’s 
family gets justice,” she 
tweeted.

140 per barrel, now it is 
USD 70 per barrel. So lakhs 
of crores of money is being 
saved by the government. 
Where is the money go-
ing?” Gandhi asked.

“Why are you not say-
ing to people that you 
don’t want to put GST 
on petrol and diesel? You 
want to take away money 
from common man and 

want to give it to your 
five or ten industrialist 
friends,” he said before 
the gathering.

“You want to take 
money from the pockets 
of those driving scooter, 
truck, bus and other ve-
hicles in the country and 
want to give it your rich 
friends,” the Congress lead-
er said.

accommodation to trusts, 
journalists, political par-
ties, speaker and deputy 
speaker of legislative as-
sembly, judicial officers 
and government officials. 

The court had earlier 
said that it had given an op-
portunity to the Centre and 
all states to express their 
views on the issue since 
its verdict might have an 
impact on any such rules 
framed by other states or 
the union government.

Earlier, senior advocate 
Gopal Subramaniam, who 
was assisting the court as 
amicus curiae in the mat-
ter, in his suggestions given 
to the top court had said 
that after persons holding 
top constitutional posts 
demit office, they were like 
ordinary private citizens 
and were not entitled to of-
ficial accommodation.

The apex court had 
sought the UP govern-
ment’s response in No-
vember 2016, after the plea 
claimed that state govern-
ment has sought to skirt 
the Supreme Court’s ver-
dict of August 1, 2016 by 
amending the law.

In its 2016 verdict, the 
apex court had held that 
the practice of alloting 
government bungalows to 
former chief ministers of 
Uttar Pradesh was bad in 
law and they should hand 
over possession of the bun-
galows occupied by them 
in two months.

and destruction.”
It was not clear who 

she wanted the Central 
government to talk to. 
But in the recent past, 

the Chief Minister has 
publicly favoured a dia-
logue between India and 
Pakistan.

T h e  C h i e f  Mi n i s -

ter added: “I appeal to 
parents to ensure that 
children do not embrace 
death. 

God has brought us 
into this world to live a 
good life and not embrace 
death at 18 and 20 years 
of age. I think Islam also 
does not allow this.”

She appealed the Cen-
tral government to find 
out a peaceful way out so 
as to end the spiralling cy-
cle of violence in the state.

“The sooner it hap-
pens, the more quickly we 
can get our state out of the 
vicious cycle of killings 
and destruction.”

She added: “Yester-
day’s happenings are ex-
tremely sad. I appeal our 
people in the state and the 
rest of the country as also 
the government of India 
to save our children.

“In most cases, both 
stones and guns are in 
the hands of children 
belonging to poor fami-
lies,” she said, appar-
ently referring to Kash-
mir stone-pelters and 
security personnel.

“A way out needs to 
be found so that our chil-
dren, soldiers and police-
men are not killed.”



Moscow, May 7 (PTI/AFP): 
Vladimir Putin was sworn 
in as Russia’s president for a 
fourth term today, extending 
his almost two-decade rule by 
another six years at a time of 
high tension with his Western 
rivals. 

The 65-year-old, in power 
since 1999, is on course to be-
come the longest-serving Rus-
sian leader since Joseph Stalin 
after his victory in March’s 
elections.

Putin won nearly 77 per-

cent of the vote in polls which 
his most vocal opponent was 
banned from running in.

He has promised to use 
his fourth term to revitalise 
the country’s economy. But 
he also faces a host of delicate 
international disputes.

“I consider it my duty and 
my life’s aim to do everything 
possible for Russia, for its 
present and for its future,” Pu-
tin said at Monday’s swearing-
in ceremony, with his hand on 
the Russian constitution.

Elite guests lining the red 
carpet filmed Putin on their 
smartphones as he arrived 
for the swearing-in ceremony 
in the ornate Andreyev Hall, 
part of the Kremlin palace 
complex.

The car that brought him 
to the inauguration was a 
black Russian-made limou-
sine -- a change from previous 
ceremonies when he used a 
Mercedes.

“I feel strongly conscious 
of my colossal responsibility,” 

he said, thanking Russians for 
their “sincere support” and 
“cohesiveness.” “We have re-
vived pride in our fatherland,” 
Putin said.

“As head of state I will do all 
I can to multiply the strength, 
prosperity and fame of Rus-
sia.”  Opposition leader Alexei 
Navalny called on Russians 
to protest across the country 
on Saturday under the slogan 
“Not our Tsar”.

On Saturday nearly 1,600 
protesters including Navalny 

were detained during nation-
wide rallies against Putin.

The European Union con-
demned what it called “police 
brutality and mass arrests” 
during the protests.

Police in Moscow were 
helped by pro-Putin activists 
dressed as Cossacks, a para-
military class who served as 
tsarist cavalrymen in imperial 
Russia.

The unrest revived memo-
ries of 2012, when authori-
ties cracked down on rallies 
against Putin’s return to the 
Kremlin from the post of 
prime minister.

Navalny was barred from 
challenging Putin in the March 
election over a fraud convic-
tion that his supporters say is 
politically motivated.

Russia’s ties with the West 
have been strained by Pu-
tin’s moves to annex Crimea 
from Ukraine and to launch a 
military campaign in Syria in 
support of its President Bashar 
al-Assad.

In recent months relations 
have soured further over ac-
cusations of the poisoning 
of an ex-spy in Britain and of 
election meddling in the US.

“For Putin any concession 
is a sign of weakness, so there 
shouldn’t be any expectation 
of a change in foreign policy,” 
said Konstantin Kalachev, the 
head of the Political Expert 
Group think tank in Moscow.

But independent political 
analyst Dmitry Oreshkin said 
the president may find himself 
obliged to shift his approach to 
the international community 
over the next term.

“Russia hasn’t been so iso-
lated since the Soviet war in 
Afghanistan” from 1979 to 
1989, he told AFP.

“Now his task isn’t to bring 
any new lands to Russia, but 
to force the world to consider 
Russia’s interests and accept its 
previous conquests.” Reports 
that Alexei Kudrin -- a liberal 
former finance minister who 
is respected abroad -- could 
return to the Kremlin in a re-
shuffle, suggest the president 
could be seeking a less con-
frontational approach.

The constitution bars Pu-
tin from running again when 
his fourth term ends in 2024. 
But he has remained silent on 
the issue of his succession.

Oreshkin said Putin would 
stay on for the full term but 
Kalachev suggested he could 
leave the Kremlin before he 
serves out the six years.

“He will stay in power, but 
not necessarily in the presi-
dency,” he said.

“For Putin to write his 
place in history, he needs to 
pick the right moment to go. 

Serving another six years 
is a road to nowhere. He will 
leave in a way that takes eve-
ryone by surprise.” 

Putin has promised to use 
his fourth term to improve 
Russian living standards.

“People will live better,” 
he said.

“We need breakthroughs 
in all spheres of life. I am deep-
ly convinced that such a break-
through can only be achieved 
by a free society that accepts 
everything new and progres-
sive, and rejects injustice.” 
Russian businesses are expect-
ing wide-ranging reforms. 

Putin has struggled to re-
vive an economy that crashed 
after Moscow was hit with 
Western sanctions over Cri-
mea and by a fall in global oil 
prices.

Kano, May 7 (PTI/AFP): 
Fighting between armed 
bandits and militiamen 
left 45 dead in northern 
Nigeria, police and a lo-
cal militia has said, amid 
escalating rural violence 
often involving cattle rus-
tling, robbery and kidnap-
pings.

“The 45 bodies were 
found scattered in the 
bush. The bandits pur-
sued residents who mobi-
lised to defend the village 
after overpowering them,” 
said a vigilante who asked 
not to be named for fear of 
reprisals.

“The dead included 
children abandoned by 
their parents during the 
attack” in the village of 
Gwaska, in Kaduna state.

“The attackers were 
obviously armed bandits 
from neighbouring Zam-
fara state who have been 
terrorising Birnin Gwari 
area,” he added.

The Kaduna state po-
lice chief, Austin Iwar, 
confirmed the attack, say-
ing: “There was violence 
between the militias, who 
are very powerful, and 
bandits.” 

He could not break 
down the casualties, say-
ing only: “For now all we 
know is that 12 people 
were buried yesterday 
and 33 today.” The vig-
ilante said the bandits 
struck at about 2:30 pm 
(1330 GMT) Saturday and 
stayed for three hours 
before retreating to their 
base in the forest in Zam-
fara.

“They burnt down 
many homes,” he said.

The killings follow the 
death of 13 people in pro-

longed clashes between 
cattle thieves and local 
civilian militia in Zamfara 
last week.

The attacks under-
lined the diversity of Ni-
geria’s security threats 
that persist because of an 
overstretched army and 
security forces.

Rural communities in 
Zamfara have been un-
der siege for several years 
from cattle rustlers and 
kidnapping gangs, who 
have raided herding com-
munities, killing, looting 
and burning homes.

To defend themselves, 
villages and herdsmen 
form vigilante groups, 
but they too are often 
accused of extra-judi-
cial killings, provoking a 
bloody cycle of retalia-
tory attacks.

Adding to the prolif-
eration of violence due 
to these criminal groups, 
Nigeria is in the grip of a 
security crisis as nomadic 
herders and sedentary 
farmers fight over land 
in an increasingly bloody 
battle for resources.

Nigerian President 
Muhammadu Buhari has 
been criticised for fail-
ing to curb the violence, 
which is  becoming a 
key election issue ahead 
of presidential polls in 
2019. 

The military and po-
lice are fighting Boko 
Haram jihadists in the 
north, militants and pi-
rates in the oil-rich south, 
a simmering separatist 
movement in the east as 
well as the bloody conflict 
between herdsmen and 
farmers spanning the vast 
central region.

Stockholm, May 7 (PTI/AFP): The 
Swedish Academy which awards 
the Nobel Literature Prize today 
said four members -- who are 
traditionally appointed for life -- 
were granted leave after a sexual 
assault scandal scuppered this 
year’s award. 

The body has been in turmoil 
since November when Swedish 
daily Dagens Nyheter -- in the wake 
of the global #MeToo campaign 
-- published the testimonies of 18 
women who claimed to have been 
raped, sexually assaulted or har-
assed by an influential figure with 
long-standing ties to the Academy.

Disagreements within the pres-

tigious institution on how to deal 
with the issue sowed deep dis-
cord among its 18 members and 
prompted six to quit, including the 
first woman permanent secretary 
Sara Danius.

“Lotta Lotass, Klas Ostergren 
and Sara Stridsberg have asked for 
and with immediate effect been 
granted leave from the Swedish 
Academy,” it said in a statement.

The fourth member, Kerstin Ek-
man, who had been inactive since 
1989 over the Academy’s refusal to 
condemn a fatwa against British 
author Salman Rushdie, was also 
granted leave. The Academy finally 
did condemn the fatwa 27 years 

later.
Lotass has also been inactive 

since 2015.
Technically, Academy members 

are appointed for life but they can 
leave their seats empty if they so 
wish.

However, the scandal has led 
its patron, Sweden’s King Carl XVI 
Gustaf, to change the statues and 
make it possible for members to 
resign and be replaced.

The Academy is currently down 
to 10 active members while its stat-
utes stipulate that 12 are needed to 
elect new members. 

It said it would announce two 
prizes in 2019.

Dhaka, May 7 (PTI/AP): A 
grouping of Islamic countries 
said Myanmar’s treatment of 
Rohingya Muslims is a “seri-
ous and blatant violation of 
international law” and it is 
calling for international sup-
port in solving the crisis. 

The Organisation of Is-
lamic Cooperation issued a 
joint statement Sunday at the 
end of a two-day conference 
in Bangladesh, which has 
taken in more than 700,000 
Rohingya who have fled vi-
olence in Myanmar since 
August. The statement said 
the grouping will continue to 
work the UN and other glo-
bal platforms to address the 
rights violations taking place 
in Myanmar. The grouping 
echoed previous internation-
al statements saying ethnic 
cleansing is taking place in 
Myanmar.

Bangladesh Foreign Min-

ister A.H. Mahmood Ali said 
delegates pledged solidarity 
with his country “in the face of 
the huge Rohingya influx with 
its humanitarian and security 
consequences.” 

Security forces in Bud-
dhist-majority Myanmar 
launched a scorched-earth 
campaign in late August 
in response to attacks by a 
Rohingya insurgent group. 
Thousands of people are be-
lieved to have been killed in 
the crackdown, which many 
rights activists believe was a 
calculated attempt to drive 
Rohingya from the country.

Rohingya are denied citi-
zenship in Myanmar, where 
they have long faced persecu-
tion. Many in Myanmar see 
them as illegal migrants from 
Bangladesh, and deride them as 
“Bengalis.” Most have long lived 
in poverty in Myanmar’s Ra-
khine state, next to Bangladesh. 

Jerusalem, May 7 (IANS): Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu on Sunday called the Iranian 
nuclear deal “horrible”, saying that the deal allows 
the continuation of uranium enrichment and “Ira-
nian enrichment”.

Netanyahu has been a sharp critic of the deal 
since the days it was being negotiated by Iran and 
six world powers - Russia, China, the US, Britain, 
France and Germany, Xinhua reported.

When the deal was signed in 2015 during the 
administration of former US President Barack 
Obama, the Israeli leader faced opposition to his 
stance at the White House.

Since Trump took office last year, Netanyahu 
has earned an ally in Washington. But Trump and 
Netanyahu find themselves largely alone in an 
international arena that is mostly favorable of the 
nuclear agreement.

Israeli officials have said the nuclear deal does 
not prevent Iran from acquiring nuclear weapons.

They have been critical of what they call “a 
weak inspection regime” in place and the fact that 
the deal does not address Iran’s ballistic missile 
abilities which it has continued to develop.

The latest documents date back to 2005, ten 
years before the agreement was signed, which 
raised questions as to its current relevance.

Kathmandu, May 7 (PTI): There 
is a “learning crisis” in South 
Asia where only about half of the 
primary-aged children are receiv-
ing education with minimum 
standards, the UN’s Children’s 
Fund UNICEF warned today.

Investing in children is criti-
cal to achieving the sustainable 
development goals, Nepal Prime 
Minister KP Sharma Oli said as 
he inaugurated a three-day South 
Asian Conference on ‘Learn-
ing Generation and Delivery 
Approaches’, organised by UN 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) here.

Nepal’s Constitution guaran-

tees right to education to every 
child, Oli said.

Regional Director for UNICEF 
South Asia Jean Gough said: 
“While impressive strides have 
been made in achieving universal 
primary education, we have a 
learning crisis in South Asia with 
only about half of primary-aged 
children receiving education with 
minimum learning standards.

“We need much greater in-
vestment and increased quality 
education for girls and boys alike 
if we hope to see the next genera-
tion reach their full potential”.

UNICEF has joined hands 

with the International Commis-
sion on Financing Global Educa-
tion Opportunity and working 
with governments and partners 
to accelerate progress in edu-
cation and increase financing 
for the sector giving priority to 
children at risk of being excluded 
from learning, Gough said.

“There is no better path to 
stronger economies more peace-
ful countries than investment in 
every child’s right to education,” 
said Henrietta H Fore, Executive 
Director, UNICEF.

A report, ‘The Learning Gen-
eration: Investing in Education 

for a Changing World’, was re-
leased by the Commission in 
2016. If the ever-worsening learn-
ing crisis left unaddressed, it will 
lead half of the world’s 1.6 billion 
children and youths out of school 
or failing to learn by 2030, the 
report has warned.

The conference is being at-
tended by some 75 participants 
including government officials, 
educational experts, develop-
ment partners and civil society 
leaders from eight countries -- 
India, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, Maldives, Nepal, Paki-
stan and Sri Lanka.

South Asia is currently home 
to more than 10 million out-of-
school children, who should be 
able to attend primary level and 
20 million out-of-school children 
at secondary level, according to a 
statement by UNICEF. 

The International Commis-
sion on Financing Global Educa-
tion Opportunity, also known 
as the Education Commission, 
was set up in 2015 to reinvigorate 
the case for investing in educa-
tion and to chart a pathway for 
increased investment in order to 
develop the potential of all of the 
world’s young people.
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News IN BrIef
France, Germany say they’ll stick 
to Iran nuclear deal
Berlin, May 7 (PTI/AP): The foreign ministers of  
France and Germany say they will hold on to the nuclear 
agreement with Iran, regardless of the upcoming US 
decision on whether to nix the deal. US President Donald 
Trump has threatened to cancel the 2015 accord restricting 
Iran’s nuclear activities this week, saying it’s flawed. 
France’s top diplomat, Jean-Yves Le Drian, says the three 
European countries that were part of the deal France, 
Britain and Germany are committed to maintaining it. 
Le Drian said Monday in Berlin that “we will continue it 
independently of the American decision.” His German 
counterpart, Heiko Maas, said Berlin, too, wants to stick 
by the deal, which he said “makes the world a safer place 
and without it the world would be less safe.

Suicide bomber shot dead in Kabul
Kabul, May 7 (IANS): A suicide bomber was shot 
dead here on Monday while preparing to attack a blood 
donation camp, police said. Kabul Police spokesman 
Hashmat Stanekzai told Efe news the incident took place 
in the Shahr-e Naw Park at around 11.30 a.m. when 
the attacker was heading towards a tent with medical 
personnel inside. “The suicide bomber who arrived near 
the tent was identified by police and officers opened fire 
on him,” Stanekzai said. The camp was organised by the 
Ministry of Public Health to urge people to donate blood 
for victims of recent terrorist attacks in Kabul. No group 
has claimed responsibility yet.

Philippines, US troops begin drills
Manila, May 7 (IANS): Troops from the Philippines and 
the US on Monday began a series of 12-day joint annual 
“Balikatan 2018” military drills. Philippines Defence 
Secretary Delfin Lorenzana said the drills will focus on 
interoperability training to address domestic and non-
domestic security concerns, reports Xinhua news agency. 
About 5,000 Philippines troops and 3,000 Americans are 
participating in this year’s drills that will be conducted 
in several locations on Luzon island, authorities said. A 
statement issued by the Armed Forces of the Philippines 
(AFP) said this year’s exercises include “a fictional 
scenario, which will improve the planner’s ability to 
command and control forces from a headquarters level”.

Nikki Haley disapproves of 
Trump’s ‘communication style’
United Nations, May 7 (IANS): The US Ambassador 
to the UN, Nikki Haley, has said that President 
Donald Trump’s “communication style” has made her 
uncomfortable and has proven to have complicated 
relationships in the diplomatic sphere. “He has his 
communication style, but you are not hearing me defend 
that,” Haley was quoted as saying in a CBS interview. 
Haley illustrated her disagreement with Trump citing 
a tweet of February when he accused Latin American 
countries of  turning a blind eye on drug trafficking, 
Xinhua news agency reported. “They’re laughing at us, so 
I’m not a believer in that, I want to stop the aid,” Trump 
said in the tweet, referring to the US aid to the region. 
Haley later embarked on a trip to Honduras to reconcile 
and reassure local authorities on US foreign policy.

Pakistan minister stable following 
assassination attempt
Islamabad, May 7 (IANS): Pakistan Interior Minister 
Ahsan Iqbal was in a stable condition after undergoing 
two consecutive surgeries for injuries he sustained during 
a foiled assassination attempt in Punjab province, a doctor 
said on Monday. Ameer, the Medical Superintendent of  
Lahore Services Hospital, said Iqbal will be kept under 
observation in the Intensive Care Unit for 24 hours, reports 
Dawn news. According to the medical superintendent, 
doctors had decided not to remove the bullet from Iqbal’s 
body as the procedure could create some complications.  
The bullet had fractured an elbow joint of the minister 
before landing into his abdomen.

AP/PTI

Vladimir Putin enters to take the oath during his inauguration ceremony as Russia’s new president in the Grand Kremlin Palace in Moscow, Russia, Monday, May 
7, 2018. Putin took the oath of office for his fourth term as Russian president on Monday, promising to pursue an economic agenda that would boost living stan-
dards across the country.

Putin sworn in for fourth term as russia president

45 dead as militia, bandits 
clash in northern Nigeria

Nobel literature body grants 
members leave after sex scandal

Islamic countries call Rohingya 
crisis ‘ethnic cleansing’

Netanyahu calls Iranian 
nuke deal ‘horrible’

south Asia facing ‘learning crisis’ — UNICef

Putin proposes 
Medvedev for 
PM — Kremlin

Moscow, May 7 (PTI/AFP): 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin today asked parlia-
ment to back a new mandate 
for outgoing prime minister 
Dmitry Medvedev, his long-
time ally.

“Putin submitted Dmitry 
Medvedev’s candidacy to re-
ceive the agreement of the 
State Duma to appoint him 
prime minister,” the Kremlin 
said in a statement shortly 
after Putin was inaugurated 
for a fourth term.

Medvedev, now 52, served 
as president from 2008 to 2012 
when Putin had served the 
maximum two consecutive 
terms permitted by the Rus-
sian constitution.

Putin then returned 
as president in 2012 while 
Medvedev became prime 
minister in a deal that the men 
said they had long agreed, 
disappointing those who had 
seen Medvedev as a more 
liberal figure and prompting 
mass street protests led by 
opposition politician Alexei 
Navalny.

Putin and Medvedev first 
met in their native city of Saint 
Petersburg where they were 
colleagues in the mayor’s of-
fice in the 1990s.

Putin, 65, is now set to 
serve until 2024 and is already 
the longest-serving Russian 
leader since Joseph Stalin. He 
won March polls with more 
than 76 per cent of the vote.
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Bruce Willis to pack a punch in ‘Cornerman’
Actor Bruce Willis is set to play famed boxing trainer Cus DAmato in the new drama 
“Cornerman”, about discovering boxing legend Mike Tyson. The cast was announced 
on Monday just before the kickoff of the 71st Cannes Film Festival, reports variety.com.
The film will be made by “Homeland” actor Rupert Friend, marking his debut in 
the director’s chair. “Cornerman” is set in the 1980s New York, as it chronicles how 
D’Amato went from training some of the boxing world’s biggest champions to finding 
a 13-year-old Tyson. That role has not yet been cast. The movie will start shooting in 
the fall. “Ultimately, this is a story about a deep love between two ferocious talents, 
each brave enough to admit their fears to the other, and so spur one another to great-
ness,” Friend said.  “It is a story about fighting for what you believe in, and a film that 
will make you question what strength really is.” (IANS)
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Bollywood actor Salman Khan arrives at Jodhpur Session Court for a hearing on black buck poaching case 
on Monday. 

T
he hearing of 
Bollywood su-
perstar Salman 
Khan’s plea for 
suspending 

his five-year prison term 
in the 1998 blackbuck 
poaching case, that was 
scheduled for Monday, 
has been adjourned to 
July 17.

District and Sessions 
Judge Chandra Kumar 
Songara ordered the 
arguments to begin but 
Salman’s lawyer Mahesh 
Bora wanted some more 
time.

Heeding to his re-
quest, Songara adjourned 
the hearing till July 17.

Salman was seen 
leaving the Jodhpur trial 
court soon after. He had 
arrived here on Sunday.

The actor was convict-
ed and handed a five-year 
imprisonment on April 5 
by Chief Judicial Magis-
trate Dev Kumar Khatri 
for killing two blackbucks 
19 years ago. He spent 

two nights in the Jodhpur 
Central Jail, before he was 
granted bail by the ses-
sions court on April 7.

Both Khatri, as well 
as District and Sessions 

Judge Ravindra Kumar 
Joshi, who gave him bail, 
have since been trans-
ferred in what has been 
described as a routine 
administrative move 

involving a number of 
judges.

Salman’s Bollywood 
colleagues Saif Ali Khan, 
Tabu, Neelam and Sonali 
Bendre were acquitted by 

the trial court. Another 
accused Dushyant Singh, 
an area resident, was also 
acquitted. 

Salman was accused 
of shooting and killing 
blackbucks in Kankani 
village near Jodhpur on 
October 1, 1998, during 
the shooting of the film 
“Hum Saath Saath Hain”.

This is one of many 
legal battles Salman has 
faced in the last 20 years, 
including allegations of 
killing a homeless man 
while driving drunk in 
Mumbai, a charge he was 
acquitted of.

He was also booked 
for keeping a weapon 
under an expired arms 
licence. A trial court had 
acquitted him. 

In other cases, he 
was accused of killing 
two protected chinkaras 
in Bhawad and one in 
Mathania. However, the 
Rajasthan High Court 
acquitted him in 2016.

IANS

B
ollywood actress Jacqueline 
Fernandez has been given 
the People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals (PETA) 
India’s Digital Activism Award 

in the lead-up to National Technology 
Day, which falls on May 11.

Her online actions for animals in-
clude using social media to ask her fans 
to support the #FreeGajraj campaign, an 
effort that helped free an elephant used 
by a temple. The elephant had been kept 
in chains for over 50 years.

“Animals in need have a strong ally 
in Jacqueline Fernandez. PETA India is 
thrilled to recognise her use of social 
media for powerful animal rights 
activism and looks forward 
to standing beside her as she 
continues to blaze a better trail 
for animals,” Sachin Bangera, 
Associate Director of Celeb-
rity and Public Relations of 
PETA India, said in a state-
ment. 

Jacqueline’s work 
for the group includes 
writing a 
letter 
to 

the Municipal Commissioner of Mumbai 
asking him to bring relief to the horses 
used for joyrides in the city. She appeared 
in a print campaign urging the public to 
avoid horse-drawn carriages and even 
met the Mayor of Mumbai to discuss the 
suffering of these horses. 

She also teamed up with the or-
ganisation and Lakme Fashion Week to 
promote the adoption of dogs who are 
languishing in animal shelters or living 
on the streets.

The “Judwaa 2” 
actress was previ-

ously named PETA 
India’s 2014 

Woman of the 
Year.

IANS

O
scar-winning actor 
Robin Williams was 
struggling from 
diffuse Lewy body 
dementia in his last 

days, a new book has revealed.
In a soon-to-be-released 

biography, titled “Robin”, author 
Dave Itzkoff says the actor did 
not have Parkinson’s disease, as 
he was diagnosed earlier, New 
York Post reported.

The actor, who had started 
having troubles with speech and 
behavioural dysfunction, did not 
know he was suffering from the 
neurogenerative disease. 

It was only three months after 
his death that the autopsy results 
revealed that he had “diffuse 
Lewy body dementia”.

The inability to express him-
self, a rarity for one of the most 
spontaneous performers on-
stage and on screen, was eating 
Williams from the inside dur-
ing the filming of “Night at the 
Museum: Secret of the Tomb”, 
the third movie in the successful 
family franchise in Vancouver in 
2014.

The actor committed suicide 
at the age of 63 on August 11, 
2014.

The author spoke to 
people close to Williams 
to piece together the ac-
tor’s troubled last year.

Williams was having 
trouble remembering his 
lines while he was film-
ing Night at the Museum: 
Secret of the Tomb, the 
third movie in the fran-
chise.

Make-up artiste Cheri 
Minns recalled the actor 
would cry unstoppably in 
her arms.

“He was sobbing in 
my arms at the end of 
every day. It was horrible. 
Horrible. I said to his 
people, ‘I’m a makeup 
artist. I don’t have the ca-
pacity to deal with what’s 
happening to him’,” she 

says in the book.
Minns even asked the actor 

to return to stand-up comedy 
to get back his confidence 

but he just cried and said, “I 
can’t, Cheri. I don’t know how 
anymore. I don’t know how to be 
funny.” 

The actor’s third wife, Susan 
Schneider, said he started 
complaining about an array of 
symptoms: indigestion, trouble 
urinating, insomnia, loss of his 
sense of smell and heartburn. A 
slight tremor cropped up in his 
left hand, which was attributed 

to a shoulder injury.
“It was like playing 

whack-a-mole. Which 
symptom is it this 
month? I thought, is 
my husband a hypo-
chondriac? We’re chas-
ing it and there’s no 
answers, and by now 
we’d tried everything,” 
Schneider says in the 
book.

Billy Crystal, Williams’ old 
friend, described the actor 
looking frail and “uncharac-
teristically quiet” when he saw 
him after a four-month gap.

Crystall recalls when they 
said their goodbyes after dinner, 
the actor burst into tears.

“What’s the matter?” 
Crystal asked.

“Oh, I’m just so 
happy to see you. It’s 
been too long. You know 
I love you,” Williams said 
to him.

Williams, a four-time 
Oscar nominee, won a 
supporting actor Oscar 
for “Good Will Hunting” 
for his portrayal of a wise 
and morose psychologist. 

One of the most beloved 
artistes of his generation, he 
featured in films such as “Mrs 
Doubtfire”, “Dead Poets Society” 
and “Patch Adams”.

PTI

G
uns N’ Roses key-
boardist Dizzy Reed is 
arguing that Axl Rose 
has been “misrepre-
sented” in the media. 

Reed lauded the singer’s sense of 
humor, adding that he never con-
sidered departing – even amidst a 
‘90s-era exodus that left Rose as the 
only original member.

“He’s a great person,” Reed tells 
Loudersound.com. “He’s one of the 
funniest people I know. Every night 
before we go on stage, he comes 
up and he’ll have a joke – and it’s 
usually a good one.” He continued: 
“And nobody works harder than 
that guy. He’s always misrepresent-
ed in the press. It’s kinda sad, really, 
what some people come up with 
just to sell things.” 

On board since 1990, Reed 
eventually became the second 
longest-serving Guns N’ Roses 
member. “I was given a great 
opportunity by Axl and the band 
when they were at the top of the 
heap,” he said. “I just thought I 
always want to give back. Whatever 
they need from me, they’re gonna 
get it.”

That doesn’t mean there weren’t 

challenges along the way. Reed 
specifically recalled the difficulties 
he experienced recording Guns N’ 
Roses’ “Civil War,” his first track, 
saying that he had “the triumvirate 
from hell in the control room” – re-
ferring to Rose, guitarist Slash and 
bassist Duff McKagan, who were all 
“telling me what I should do, all at 
once. But I made it through.” 

He ultimately had no trouble 

fitting in during Guns N’ Roses’ 
hedonistic years: “I was right there 
with them. It didn’t skip a beat with 
me, that shit,” remembered Reed, 
who recently released his debut 
solo album, Rock ’n Roll Ain’t Easy. 
“I was (previously) in a band called 
the Wild – and we lived up to our 
name,” he said before adding: “Eve-
rybody’s better without the drugs.”

Ultimateclassicrock
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Neymar

 Kings XI Punjab  batsman Lokesh Rahul plays a shot during an IPL 2018 cricket match against Rajasthan 
Royals at MPCA Holkar Stadium in Indore on Sunday.
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London, May 7 (Reuters): 
Arsenal manager Arsene 
Wenger signed off in style 
as they thrashed Burnley 
5-0 in his last Premier 
League home game on 
Sunday with the kind of 
dominant performance 
he would have wanted 
after 22 years in charge.

Wenger was given a 
guard of honour from 
both teams and the match 
officials before kickoff, 
and received roars of 
support throughout the 
match from the home 
fans, most of whom had 
donned their complimen-
tary red “Merci Arsene” 
T-shirts.

A r s e n a l ’s  Ja n u a r y 
record signing, Gabon 
striker Pierre-Emerick 
Aubameyang, opened 
the scoring in the 14th 
minute at The Emirates, 
racing into the area to 
guide home Alexandre 
Lacazette’s cross with the 
outside of his right foot.

France striker Laca-
zette then doubled the 
lead for the Gunners just 
before halftime, volleying 

in a low ball from Hector 
Bellerin on the right side 
of the goal.

Second-half strikes 
from Sead Kolasinac, Au-
bameyang again and Alex 
Iwobi put the game well 
beyond Burnley’s reach.

Burnley, who narrowly 
avoided relegation last 
season but are now pre-
paring for their first sea-
son of European football 
since 1967, with quali-
fication for the Europa 
League, had been hoping 
before the game to pull 
level on 57 points with 
Arsenal.

Instead, the result  
eans the Gunners will fin-
ish the season in sixth 
place, with Burnley one 
place behind them in sev-
enth. The visitors suffered 
an early setback when 
Ashley Barnes, their joint 
top-scorer this season, 
crashed into the back of 
Arsenal’s Granit Xhaka 
and walked slowly off the 
field minutes later, cra-
dling his left arm, to be 
replaced by Sam Vokes.

Arsenal’s emphatic 

victory, which matched 
their best result this sea-
son, was little consolation 
for the midweek loss in 
the Europa League semi-
final to Atletico Madrid, 
however, which meant 
they miss out on Champi-
ons League football next 
season.

“Merci, Arsene”
After the game the 

Arsenal team and staff 
formed another guard 
of honour to say farewell 
to Wenger and captain 
Per Mertesacker, who will 
manage the club’s acad-
emy next season.

The German central 
defender came on briefly 
at the end of the match 
and drew huge cheers 
every time he touched 
the ball.

Former Arsenal and 
Scotland goalkeeper Bob 
Wilson then led the trib-
utes to Wenger on the 
pitch, backed by huge 
letter-boards spelling out 
“Merci Arsene”.

“He has built the Arse-
nal that we know and love 
today. He has changed 

the face of football in this 
country. Hundreds of 
players owe their careers 
to him,” Wilson told the 
crowd, all standing for the 
occasion.

Pat Rice, Wenger’s as-
sistant throughout his 
years at the club, then 
presented the 68-year-old 
Frenchman with the gold 
“Invincibles” trophy giv-
en to the club after their 
2003-04 season, when the 
team won the league with-
out losing a match.

Wenger first expressed 
his best wishes for his old 
rival, former Manchester 
United boss Alex Fergu-
son, who was taken into 
hospital on Saturday after 
suffering a brain hemor-
rhage, before bidding his 
own farewell to the fans.

“Thank you all for hav-
ing me for such a long 
time - I know that’s not 
easy,” he said, drawing a 
laugh from the crowd.

 “Above all I am, like 
you, an Arsenal fan,” 
Wenger said to warm ap-
plause before saying fare-
well.

Indore, May 7 (PTI): KL 
Rahul smashed a classy 
unbeaten half-century 
after young off-spinner 
Mujeeb Ur Rahman’s 
exploits with the ball to 
guide Kings XI Punjab to 
a comfortable six wicket 
win over laggards Rajas-
than Royals in an Indian 
Premier League match 
here today.

Chasing a modest 
153 run target, Rahul an-
chored Kings XI’s innings 
from start to finish, scor-
ing 84 off just 54 balls with 
the help of seven bound-
aries and three sixes to 
guide his side home with 
eight balls to spare.

Kings XI’s chase, how-
ever, started on a bad note 
as they lost dangerous 
Chris Gayle (8) and May-
ank Agarwal (2) in succes-
sive overs.

While Gayle cut Jofra 
Archer straight to Sanju 
Samson at point in the 

fourth over,  Agar wal 
pulled a short delivery 
from Ben Stokes to Rahul 
Tripathi at long leg.

Then Rahul and Karun 
Nair (31) shared a 50-run 
stand for the third wicket 
off just 37 balls to stabilise 
Kings XI’s chase before 
the latter dragged Anureet 
Singh’s short delivery back 
onto his stumps as Kings 
XI were reduced to 79 for 
three.

Axar Patel  (4)  too 
didn’t last long as he lofted 
Ksishnappa Gowtham 
straight to D’Arcy Shot at 
deep midwicket.

But Rahul went about 
his business calmly and 
guided Kings XI’s chase by 
holding on to the fort from 
one side.

Rahul mixed caution 
with aggression and didn’t 
went for any extravagant 
shots. He punished the 
bad deliveries that came 
his way.

Rahul, Mujeeb ensure comfortable 
win for Kings XI over Rajasthan

Nadal continues to lead ATP 
rankings ahead of Federer

‘Neymar can become world’s 
best player in 3-4 years’

Chelsea win gives late hope of top-four finish

Zverev overpowers 
Kohlschreiber in 
ATP Munich final

West Brom have captured hearts of the nation — Moore

Arsenal mark 
Wenger’s final 
home game with 
5-0 thrashing of 
Burnley

Madrid, May 7 (IANS): Spain’s 
Rafael Nadal remained in the 
number one spot in the men’s 
Association of Tennis Profes-
sionals (ATP) world singles rank-
ings released on Monday with 
8,770 points while Bulgaria’s 
Grigor Dimitrov jumped to the 
fourth spot.

Nadal kept his place atop the 
rankings after winning the Bar-
celona Open, defeating Greece’s 
Stefanos Tsitsipas in straight sets, 
reports Efe.

Switzerland’s Roger Federer 
stayed in second place, ahead of 
Alexander Zverev in third, after 
the German won the Bavarian 

International Open against his 
compatriot Philip Kohlschrieber.

The Swiss legend has chosen 
to skip the clay court season in 
order to fully prepare for the 
grass court season following the 
French Open, which ends on 
June 10.

After losing to Tunisia’s Malek 
Jaziri 6-4, 6-2 in the Istanbul Open 
round of 16 last week, Croatia’s 
Marin Cilic fell to fifth place.

Meanwhile, Portugal’s Joao 
Sousa rocketed 20 places up to 
48th, following his 6-4, 6-4 victory 
over the United States’ Frances 
Tiafoe at the Estoril Open final on 
Sunday.

New Delhi, May 7 (PTI): 
Paris Saint Germain mid-
fielder Marco Verratti feels 
his team-mate and Brazil 
superstar Neymar can be-
come the world’s best player 
in the next three-four years.

The ultimate recogni-
tion for a footballer, Ballon 
d’Or has exchanged hands 
between Cristiano Ronaldo 
and Lionel Messi since 2008 
but Verratti says Neymar, 
who is currently recuperat-
ing from an injury, can lay 
his hands on the coveted 
trophy in the next few years.

“It is Cristiano and Messi 
now but you have to con-
sider that Neymar is five 
years younger to them and 
despite that he is already a 
great player. He (Neymar) 
has a high chance to win 
(Ballon d’Or) in the coming 
years,” Verratti told PTI in an 
interview.

“He (Neymar) has all 
the qualities to become the 
best player in the world and 
win that trophy. We hope 
he does that,” he said when 
asked whether Neymar can 
take the place of Ronaldo 
and Messi in the next three-
four years.

R o n a l d o  i s  a l r e a d y 
33-years-old while Messi 
will be 31 next month. Ney-
mar, on the other hand, is 
26. He was among the final 
three shortlist for the cov-
eted honour in the last two 
years but ended up at third 
spot after voting by national 
team captains and coaches 
as well as journalists. 

Neymar joined PSG in a 
world record transfer fee of 
USD 263 million from FC 
Barcelona but he got injured 
in late February. Despite 
Neymar’s absence, PSG are 
already the Ligue 1 cham-

pions with two matches 
left to be played. 

“We are very lucky 
to have Neymar in Paris 
and to train with him. He 
is one of the best players 
in the world and he is 
important for the club 
but we don’t depend 
on one single player. It 
would have been good 
if he was not injured 
and played full  part 
with maximum impact 
but it shows our depth 
and strength that we 
can win comfortably 
without him in the later 
part,” said the 25-year-
old, who has been with 
the PSG since 2012. 

The big spending 
PSG crashed out of the 
Champions Trophy in 
the Round of 16 for the 

second time in two years, 
losing to Real Madrid 
who are fighting for the 
trophy later this month 
against Liverpool.

A s k e d  w h a t  h a s 
been lacking in the Par-
is-based side despite 
the huge investments 
their  Qatar i  owners 
have splurged in buying 
some big players, the 
Italian playmaker said, 
“Of course, we could not 
get past Real Madrid. It 
seems they are a step 
ahead of us currently. 
But we are positive of 
doing better in coming 
years and we backed 
ourselves to do that. 

“We will become one 
of the biggest sides in 
the world in future and 
we are on track to do 

that but it is not about 
money which will make 
you do well in the Cham-
pions Trophy,” said Ver-
ratti, who was compared 
a few years ago with 
Spain and former Bar-
celona midfield general 
Xavi Hernandez.

Asked about the Indi-
an Super League, where 
some of the Italian play-
ers like Alessandro del 
Piero had plied trade 
though in the wanning 
stages of their careers, 
Verratti said, “I know 
Italian players played in 
the ISL.  Football touch-
es a lot of people and I 
don’t see why interna-
tional players should not 
go to play in India.” 

PSG has an academy 
in India in Gurugram. 

London, May 7 (IANS): A first-half 
goal by Olivier Giroud gave Chelsea 
a 1-0 win over Liverpool on Sunday, 
endangering their rival’s third-place 
position in the English Premier 
League (EPL) football champion-
ship.

Giroud connected a Victor Mo-
ses’ cross from the right, heading 
the ball home in the 32nd minute, 
to lead Chelsea to their fourth win in 
a row as the last season’s champions 
remained in the hunt for qualify-
ing for 2018-19 Champions League 
season.

After 36 rounds of games, the 
fifth-placed side is two points be-

hind fourth-placed Tottenham Hot-
spur, who are a point ahead of third-
placed Liverpool.

In need of securing one of the 
table’s first four spots, Liverpool 
coach Jurgen Klopp pitted his usual 
starting line-up against Chelsea, 
reports Efe.

If Liverpool fail to secure one of 
the four spots, their appearance in 
the next season UEFA Champions 
League would hinge on defeating 
Real Madrid in the continental tour-
nament final scheduled for May 26 
in Kiev. Liverpool unsuccessfully 
tried to draw level, threatening Chel-
sea’s goal, but the home goalkeeper 

Thibaut Courtois blocked their ef-
forts.

“We are winning and our oppo-
nents are dropping points,” Chelsea 
head coach Antonio Conte was 
quoted as saying by BBC.

“We had the will to win, to keep 
the hope alive that we can get a place 
in the Champions League. Probably 
one month ago it was impossible to 
imagine we would arrive at the end 
of the season fighting for the Cham-
pions League,” Conte added.

“I don’t know if this will be 
enough but we have to try. It’s impor-
tant to face this situation with a lot 
of pride and show we are still alive.”

Munich, May 7 (IANS): Mischa Zverev 
defended his title after easing past Philipp 
Kohlschreiber 6-3, 6-3 on clay in an all-
German Munich Open tennis final.

Kohlschreiber on Sunday was chasing 
his fourth title from six finals but Zverev 
played too powerfully from the baseline 
and wrapped up his first title of the year 
and the seventh ATP title in his career, re-
ports Xinhua news agency.

Both players were able to hold serve 
until the seventh game before Zverev uti-
lised a break point to grab a 4-3 lead and 
the first set.

Zverev continued on the front foot and 
played powerful tennis to secure the 2-1 
lead in the second set. However Kohlsch-
reiber rallied back and immediately can-
celled out the break.

Kohlschreiber wasn’t able to keep up 
the momentum and Zverev smoothed 
the way for his title defence after breaking 
again to take a 5-3 lead.

“It was a tough match. The result 
doesn’t reflect the course of the match. It 
could have gone both ways.

“We both know each other very well, 
it is always fun. I hope we can play a lot of 
finals against each other,” Zverev said.

“Mischa was better today. He is a great 
champion,” Philipp Kohlschreiber said.

London, May 7 (Reuters): 
West Bromwich Albion 
caretaker manager Dar-
ren Moore believes the 
club has captured the 
hearts of the nation with 
their ongoing battle to 
avoid relegation from the 
Premier League.

Moore took charge of 
the club last month with 
West Brom in a dire situ-
ation, well adrift at the 
bottom of the standings 

following the sacking of 
manager Alan Pardew.

Fo r m e r  d e f e n d e r 
Moore has inspired his 
team to a spirited fight-
back in his five games in 
charge, including victo-
ries over top-four sides 
Manchester United and 
Tottenham Hotspur.

“I’m really pleased for 
the club that we’ve cap-
tured the hearts of the 
nation with what we’re 

doing here,” former West 
Brom defender Moore 
told British media.

“People have been 
coming up to me saying 
‘well done’ and I’m talking 
about neutral supporters 
as well... but we just have 
to keep the focus and get 
back to work.”

West Brom are still 
very likely to go down. 

They are 19th in the 
table with 31 points and 

must win their final game 
at 11th-placed Crystal Pal-
ace to have any chance of 
avoiding the drop.

“All I’m focused on is 
putting in another hard 
week’s work, which is 
what we have done over 
the last five games... we’ve 
had some good results 
but those results have 
come from everyone be-
ing together and playing 
a part in it,” Moore said.

Rahul brought up 
his fifty in the 17th over 
with an upper cut six off 
Archer to bring down the 
equation to 27 runs off 
18 balls.

R a h u l  a n d  M a r -
cus Stoinis (23 not out) 
shared unconquered 68 
runs for the fifth wicket 

to comfortably take Kings 
XI past the winning mar-
gin and enable their side 
climb up to the third spot 
in the points table.

Earlier, Mujeeb led an 
impressive bowling dis-
play from Kings XI to re-
strict struggling Rajasthan 
to a modest 152 for nine. 

Mujeeb (3/27) struck in 
the first two deliveries of 
the 15th over, first remov-
ing dangerous -looking 
Buttler and then Archer to 
stand in with a chance of 
registering a hat-trick.

But it didn’t come as he 
bowled a wide delivery in 
the next ball.

However,  Mujeeb’s 
exploits were enough to 
keep Rajasthan in check 
as Kings XI kept on losing 
wickets at regular intervals 
from the start after being 
sent into bat.

Besides Mujeeb, An-
drew Tye (2/24), Axar Patel 
(1/21), skipper Ravichan-
dran Ashwin (1/30) and 
Ankit Rajpoot (1/37) were 
the other wicket-takers for 
Kings XI. 

Opening the batting, 
Buttler scored 51 off 39 
balls with the help of seven 
boundaries to anchor Ra-
jasthan innings but just 
when it was time for him 
to accelerate he nicked a 
Mujeeb delivery to Rahul 
behind the stumps.

To  m a k e  m a t t e r s 
worse for Rajasthan, Mu-
jeeb cleaned up new man 
Archer with a googly in the 
next delivery to stand on 
the verge of a hat-trick.

Mujeeb also accounted 
for dangerous Stokes (12) 
who was brilliantly caught 
by a joint effort from Agar-
wal and Manoj Tiwary at 
the long-off boundary.
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La Liga: 10-man Barcelona hold 
Real Madrid 2-2 in El Clasico

Desp i te  ank le 
sprain, Ronaldo 
to play in CL final

Open Basketball Tournament 
begins in Kohima

Kohima Baptist sports festival 
culminates at Thizama

Juggernauts wins 1st Super Six Cricket tourney Ribery signs Bayern 
extension until 2019

Warriors, Rockets reach brink of West final

Taurus, TMB, Orca, Stallions,Ophidian win on day-one

Team Acolytes after recieving the overall champions trophy of the three-day sports festival at 4th 
NAP ground of Thizama, in Kohima

Organisers of the 1st Super Six Cricket Tournament, along with winners of the event, pose for the lens 
after the tournament at the high school ground in Kohima on Monday.

Barcelona's Lionel Messi, front, steers the ball past Real Madrid's Sergio Ramos during a Spanish La Liga soccer match between 
Barcelona and Real Madrid, dubbed 'el clasico', at the Camp Nou stadium in Barcelona, Spain.

AP/PTI

EM Images

Players from the Stallions and Ephraim along with special guest Keviletuo Yiese and organisers at the 
Kohima local ground on Monday. 

Barcelona, May 7 (IANS): 
The La Liga El Clasico 
between champions FC 
Barcelona and Real Ma-
drid ended in a 2-2 draw 
despite the former being 
reduced to 10 men at the 
half-time here on Sunday.

Luis Suarez gave Bar-
celona the lead in the 
10th minute, connecting 
a cross from Sergi Roberto 
from the right at the Camp 
Nou Stadium.

But third-placed Real 
Madrid took only four 
minutes to come up with 
the equaliser through 
a strike from Cristiano 
Ronaldo, who marked his 
450th goal for the record 
European champions.

During the first-half 
injury time, Barcelona 
right-back Sergi Roberto 

appeared to throw a hand 
towards Madrid left-back 
Marcelo's face in and was 
shown a red card.

Despite playing with 
a player short, Barcelona 
came out strongly in the 
second half, with Lionel 
Messi giving the Catalan 
outfit a 2-1 lead.

Madrid struggled to 
break through with talis-
man Ronaldo being sub-
stituted by Marco Asensio 
following an injury.

Real Madrid restored 
parity after a Toni Kroos' 
through ball to Welsh 
forward Gareth Bale saw 
the latter come up with a 
powerful finish at the left 
post in the 72nd minute.

Four minutes later, 
Real thought they should 
have been awarded a 

penalty after Marcelo was 
brought down inside the 
box by Jordi Alba.

Afterwards neither 
side was able to score a 
winner as Barcelona set-
tled for the draw in a game 
marred by controversies 
in front of nearly 97,000 
crowd as they continued 
their unbeaten campaign.

"It's tough playing 
down a man, especially 
against Madrid," Suarez 
said after the game, as 
reported by Barcelona 
website. "But the team did 
a spectacular job, physi-
cally." Real Madrid wasted 
the opportunity to cut the 
deficit to second-placed 
Atletico Madrid, who were 
stunned by Espanyol 0-2 
earlier in the day. While 
Atletico have 75 points 

from 36 games, Real Ma-
drid have 72 points from 
35 matches.

"I would liked to have 
won. In a Clasico where 
there was nothing at 
stake, it was a great game. 
We both went out to play. 
We both played a great 
game and football is al-
ways the most important 
thing, more so than the 
controversies," Real Ma-
drid head coach Zinedine 
Zidane was quoted as say-
ing by Marca.

"We played a good 
game (before the red card) 
and, in contrast, with the 
extra man we were a bit 
worse. We needed to have 
a little more patience, but 
that doesn't change any-
thing. We must congratu-
late Barcelona." 

 Real Madrid forward 
Cristiano Ronaldo will 
be able to play in the 
Champions League final 
later this month against 
Liverpool despite suf-
fering a slight sprain to 
his right ankle over the 
weekend, sources from 
the capital football club 
said on Monday.

The Portugal forward 
sustained his injury on 
Sunday while scoring 
Real's first goal in El 
Clasico against Barce-
lona at the Camp Nou, 
which ended in a 2-2 
draw, and he was later 
substituted, reports Efe.

T h e  s o u r c e s  a s -
serted Ronaldo will not 
be able to appear in 
Wednesday's La Liga 
match against Sevilla, 
but added that he has 
already begun his recov-
ery process and should 
be fit for the Champions 
League final in Kiev on 
May 26.

Although Ronaldo's 
participation against 
Celta Vigo on Saturday 
is also in doubt, both the 
forward and the coach-
ing staff are convinced 
that he will reappear 
in one of the three re-
maining La Liga games 
before heading to Kiev.

Real Madrid are in 
third place in the La 
Liga standings with 72 
points, just three points 
behind second-placed 
Atletico Madrid, while 
Barcelona have already 
won the title.

Dimapur, May 7 (EMN): The 1st Super 
Six Cricket Tournament organised by 
the Yanmhon (old) Students’ Union 
of Wokha concluded on May 7. The 
tournament was conducted at the high 
school ground in Kohima with the 
theme 'teamwork makes dream work,' 
a press release from the union informed 
on Monday.

According to the press release, the 
team Juggernauts emerged the cham-
pions of the event and walked away 
with a cash prize of INR 10, 000 along 
with a trophy. 

The 1st runner-up position was 

bagged by Silverbacks who took home 
a cash prize of INR 5000 along with a 
trophy. 

The 2nd runner-up position was 
taken by Welp Cricket Club who took 
home a cash prize of INR 2500.                             

Imomenba Walling, Thungchamo, 
and Apenthung of the Juggernauts 
shared the top honours in the individ-
ual awards: best batsman, best bowler, 
and player of the tournament, in that 
order.

Eighteen teams participated in the 
event. Local singer Oren Mozhui gave 
away the prizes to the winners.

Munich, May 7 (AFP): 
Veteran winger Franck 
Ribery, 35, has signed 
a one-year extension 
to stay at Bayern Mu-
nich until 2019, the Ger-
man giants announced 
on Monday. "I am very 
happy to be able to play 
for another year at this 
great club," said Ribery 
in a statement.

 "Munich has long 
since become a home for 
my family and I, there-
fore, am proud to be able 
to play in the FC Bayern 
shirt next season."

Ribery joined Bayern 
in 2007, scoring 80 goals 
in 247 Bundesliga ap-
pearances, and won the 
German league title for a 
joint record eighth time 
this season.

"We are very pleased 
that Franck has been 
retained," said Bayern's 
sports director Hasan 
Salihamidzic.

"This season, Franck 
has proved once again 
in the Bundesliga, as 
well as in the Champi-
ons League and German 
Cup, what he is capable 
of and what great quality 
he has.

"He is also one of our 
crowd pleasers."

Despite a knee injury 
in October which kept 
him out for 10 games, 
Ribery, who will be 36 
when his contract ex-
pires, has managed five 
goals in 19 league games 
this season.

He was a key figure 
when Bayern won the 
treble in 2013 of Bundes-
liga, German Cup and 
Champions League ti-
tles, providing 11 goals 
and 23 assists in a total 
of 43 matches.

It was Ribery's final 
pass which Arjen Rob-
ben converted for the 
winning goal at Wem-
bley when Bayern beat 
Borussia Dortmund 2-1 
in that year's Champions 
League final.

"When I  came to 
Munich in 2007, I was 
looking to push my ca-
reer to the next level," 
Ribery wrote on Insta-
gram.

"But I never imag-
ined winning eight Ger-
man championships, 
the German Cup five 
times and the Champi-
ons League trophy with 
this club.

"But what I found 
above all that success is 
a place called home.

Kohima, May 7 (EMN):A 
three-day sports festival 
hosted by the Kohima 
Baptist Youth Fellow-
ship (KBYF) has culmi-
nated. The event wound 
up at 4th NAP ground 
of Thizama, in Kohima 
on Saturday.  The event 
was conducted with the 
theme "game on" based 
on 2 Peter 1:3 in the Bi-
ble. 

A n  u p d a t e  f r o m 
the KBYF on Monday 
informed that young 
people from different 
churches took part in dif-
ferent activities. 12 teams 
participated in the event. 

The youth secy. of 
the Nagaland Baptist 
Church Council (NBCC)  
Rev. Vikuo Rhi and Gen-
eral Secy. Rev. Dr. Zel-
hou Keyho attended the 
opening and closing cer-
emony in that order. 

In football, a team 
the United Through 
Christ beat Light House 
to emerge the champi-
ons, while Acolytes took 
the second runners-up 
position. In the indi-
vidual awards Longshio 
of Light House was ad-
judged the player of the 
tournament; the best 
goal keeper award went 
to Diethozo of Acolytes.

 In volleyball (men) 
Knights beat Ecclessia 
in the final to emerge 
the champs, while the 
second runners-up po-
sition was bagged by 
Trinity United. In the 
individual awards, Pitovi 
(Knights) was adjudged 
the best player. 

In women’s volley-
ball, Knights beat Aco-
lytes in the final to take 
the first place. Ignites 
took the third place. 

Nikhali (Knights) was 
adjudged the best play-
er. 

In basketball (men) 
final, Winners Connect-
ed took the first posi-
tion, Light House the 
runners-up and Acolytes 
the third place. Zulu 
( Winners Connected) 
was adjudged the most 
valuable player. 

In women’s basket-
ball final, Winners Con-
nected were the cham-
pions while the first 
runners-up position 
went to Ecclessia, and 
the second runners-up 
prize, to Knights. Wati-
nungla (Winners Con-
nected) was awarded 
the most valuable player 
in the women's basket-
ball. 

The Acolytes was de-
clared the overall cham-
pions of the event.  

Our Correspondent
Kohima, May 7 (EMN): 
The 10th Open Basket-
ball Tournament (OBT) 
2017 organised by the 
Nagaland Basketball 
Association (NBA) and 
Suncity Club of Kohi-
ma began on Monday 
here at Khuociezie lo-
cal ground with eleven 
teams from the state 
vying for the champion-
ship title. The tourna-
ment will go till Satur-
day.

Playing league, de-
fending champion Tau-
rus trounced Mission 
Giants 74-26 during the 
inaugural match. The 
Mystic Ballers ( TMB) 
team beat Last Kings 67-
30 in the second match.

While Orca routed 
A k e l o s  7 7 - 4 3  i n  t h e 
third match, the Stal-
lions narrowly defeated 
Ephraim 76-62. In the 
last match of the day, 
Ophidian overpowered 
S Naga Trouncers 35-18. 

E a r l i e r  Ke v i l e t u o 
Yiese, addl. chief engi-
neer for Power, attended 
the inauguration as its 
special guest. He ex-
pressed happiness and 
congratulated the or-

ganisers for success-
ful ly  organising the 
event during the past 
years too. He said that 
it takes lots of resources 
and strength to organise 
such an event. He said 
that Suncity was formed 
by a group of young peo-
ple in 1998.

Yiese said that al-
though he was not a 
sportsperson, it does 
not stop him from being 
an enthusiast. 

Reminiscing about 
the introduction of bas-
ketball in Kohima in the 
late '70s, he said to be 
amazed at seeing the 
standard, talent, skill 
and techniques having 
improved over the years.

However, the offi-
cer expressed regret at 
the absence of break-
through in the game in 
the state even after its 
existence here for over 
five decades.  

Nonetheless, Yiese 
was hopeful about a 
time when Naga players 
would participate at the 
national level. He called 
upon the sportsperson 
to engage sports as a 
profession.

Likewise, the officer 

challenged the players 
to take platforms such 
as the tournament  to 
build their sports pro-
fession. 

He appealed to the 
gathering not to 'try to 
give excuses such as the 
lack of sports facilities 
and sports infrastruc-
ture' as the reason to not 
pursue their aspirations. 
Instead, he asked them 
to think high and pursue 
them.

On the second day 
of the event, organis-
ers have informed, the 
first match will begin 
at 1:00 pm. Players are 
informed to report by 
12:30 pm.

Tuesday’s Fixture 
1st match - Cretan Bulls 
Vs Mission Giants 
2nd match  -  TMB Vs 
Ephriam
3rd match - Taurus Vs S. 
Naga Trouncers
4th match - Last Kings 
Vs Orca 
5th match - Stallions Vs 
Akelos
6 t h  m a t c h  -  S . Na g a 
Trouncers Vs Cretan 
Bulls 
7th match - Ephriam Vs 
Orca

Los Angeles, May 7 (AFP):The 
Golden State Warriors and Hous-
ton Rockets both raced to a pair of 
lopsided wins on Sunday and can 
book their spots in the Western 
Conference final with victories on 
their home courts on Tuesday.

Kevin Durant scored 38 
points to power the reigning 
NBA champion Warriors over 
the New Orleans Pelicans 118-92 
and Chris Paul finished with 27 
points and 12 rebounds as the 
Rockets defeated the Utah Jazz 
100-87.

Durant said his free form game 
plan allowed him to be aggressive 
and effective at the same time.

"I just try to tell myself that I'm 
at my best when I don't care what 
happens after the game, the out-
come or anything," Durant said.

"That's when I'm free and 
having fun out there, and force-

ful. I just try to play with force no 
matter if I missed shots or not, 
just keep shooting, keep being 
aggressive."

Stephen Curry added 23 points 
as the Warriors seized a 3-1 lead in 
their best-of-seven second-round 
series.

The Warriors are seeking a 
fourth consecutive trip to the NBA 
finals and their third crown in four 
seasons.

Curry said the key was getting 
the ball to their hottest player, 
Durant.

"Just find ways to get him in 
scoring positions," Curry said. 
"Sometimes, that's not really hard 
to do -- just throw it to him.

"Just keep the game simple 
at that point because he's such 
a great scorer, you don't have to 
really overthink things."

The host Pelicans, led by 26 

points and 12 rebounds from 
Anthony Davis, never led while 
Golden State stretched the lead to 
as many as 26 points.

Durant added nine rebounds 
while Draymond Green had 
eight points, nine rebounds and 
nine assists for the Warriors. Klay 
Thompson added 13 points and 
Quinn Cook added 12 off the 
bench.

The Warriors limited Pelicans 
difference makers Rajon Rondo 
and Nikola Mirotic to just six and 
seven points. New Orleans made 
four of 26 attempts from three-
point range.

Pelicans coach Alvin Gen-
try said they have to get more 
scoring from multiple players 
to win.

"I told you right from the start. 
You're not going to beat them if 
you can't score 115 points," Gen-

try said. "I don't care how good 
your defence is. I don't care what 
you do. You have to be able to 
score 110, 115 points to have any 
chance to beat them."

In Utah, NBA veteran Paul, 
celebrating his 33rd birthday, also 
had 12 rebounds while James 
Harden scored 24 points to power 
the Rockets to a 3-1 series lead.
- 'Crazy game' -

"It was an emotional, crazy 
game," said Paul, who is in his first 
season with the Rockets.

Clint Capela tallied 12 points, 
15 rebounds and six blocks in the 
win.

Paul powered the offence and 
when he combined with Harden 
they were impossible to defend 
against.

Donovan Mitchell scored 25 
points and Joe Ingles finished with 
15 for Utah.


