
Students of Nagaland University, Lumami campus, during a candlelight event on May 5.
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May repeal AFSPA if situation 
improves – Kiren Rijiju

Heavy rains likely 
in Nagaland today 

PCI rejects World Press Freedom Index

Zeliangrong leaders warn 
against sidelining community 
from Indo-Naga solution   

Prevent Nepalis from joining 
foreign armies – Left alliance

Six Indians abducted in 
Afghanistan; Taliban blamed

‘Crime against women: not a minute more’, says NU students
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Silence is the sleep 
that nourishes 

wisdom. 

~ Francis Bacon
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United fans and rivals rally 
round stricken Ferguson  |  P12

 Modi says Congress ignoring 
Dalits, insulting Ambedkar  |  P9

New Delhi, May 6 (PTI): The AFSPA, 
which gives special powers to security 
forces operating in conflict zones, may 
be withdrawn from areas where secu-
rity situation improves, Union Minister 
Kiren Rijiju said today. Rijiju also said 
the ongoing Naga peace talks between 
the NSCN-IM and the government's 
interlocutor were being followed up 
with utmost sincerity and the outcome 
of the dialogue would be positive, but 
he refused to give any time-frame for 
signing the peace pact.

"Since the security scenario in the 
Northeast has improved in the last four 
years, AFSPA has been removed from 
many areas. We are hopeful that with 
further improvement, it may be lifted 
from the remaining few areas in the near 
future, he told PTI.

The Armed Forces (Special Powers) 
Act has been completely withdrawn 
from Meghalaya and partly from Aru-
nachal Pradesh but it is in force in 
Nagaland, Assam and three districts in 
Arunachal Pradesh. 

New Delhi, May 6 (PTI): Thunderstorms 
accompanied by squall, hail and heavy 
rains are likely to occur in at least 13 
states and two Union Territories across 
the country tomorrow, the Home Min-
istry said.

Thunderstorm accompanied with 
squall and hail are very likely at isolated 
places over Jammu and Kashmir and 
Himachal Pradesh while thunderstorm 
accompanied with gusty winds are very 
likely tomorrow at isolated places in Ut-
tarakhand and Punjab.

Heavy rains are likely tomorrow at iso-
lated places over Assam, Meghalaya, Na-
galand, Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura, a 
Home Ministry official said today quoting 
an Indian Meteorological Department 
advisory.

Thunderstorm accompanied with 
gusty winds are very likely at isolated 
places over Jammu and Kashmir, Ut-
tarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, 
Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi and Western 
Uttar Pradesh. Dust storm and thunder-
storm are also likely at isolated places in 
West Rajasthan, the official said.

Dimapur, May 6 (EMN): 
A meeting held among 
the leaders of Zeliangrong 
community on May 5 at 
Lodiram village, North Ca-
char hills in Assam resolved 
not to accept any solution 
“that may render our peo-
ple as the victim of the Naga 
political solution”. 

This  was informed 
through a joint press re-
lease issued on Sunday by 
the respective presidents 
of the All Zeliangrong Stu-
dents’ Union, the Zelian-
grong Youth Front, and the 
Zeliangrong Baudi (AMN). 
The meeting, according 
to the statement, was at-
tended by “social leaders, 
executive members, mem-
bers of autonomous coun-
cil, gaun bora of different 
villages, elders, intellectu-
als, scholars, government 
officers, religious leaders, 
women leaders, youth and 
student leaders, and gen-
eral public”.

It was held to discuss 
the decision of the NSCN 
(IM) tatar hoho to ‘recog-
nise’ Zeme, Liangmai and 

Do you ever wonder what you'll 
do after the settlement?

Mirror Takes

Shabana Azmi named 
ambassador for project founded 
by Hillary Clinton  |  P10

~ Arien

New Delhi, May 6 (PTI): 
The Press Council of In-
dia has rubbished the re-
cently released Press Free-
dom Index, in which India 
slipped two places to rank 
138th among 180 countries, 
saying there was a "lack 
of clarity" on the inputs 
that weighed in the rank-
ings which were based on 
"opinion or perception".

Published annually by 
Reporters Without Borders 
(RWB), the World Press 
Freedom Index measures 
the level of media freedom 
in 180 countries.

The parameters that 
are evaluated include the 
level of pluralism, media 
independence, environ-
ment and self-censorship, 
legal framework, transpar-
ency, and the quality of the 
infrastructure that supports 
the production of news and 
information.

According to the RWB's 
annual report released on 
April 25, India dropped 
down two places -- from 
136 last year to 138.

"We reject the rankings 
by the RWB. I am of the 
opinion that undue impor-
tance is given to the rank-
ings. There is no clarity on 
the inputs that weighed in 
the ranking of a country," 
PCI Chairman Justice (retd) 
C K Prasad told PTI.

The RWB report blamed 
physical violence against 
journalists  l ike Gauri 
Lankesh, who was shot 
dead outside her house in 
Bengaluru in September 
2017, as the key reason be-
hind India's low ranking. 

The report warned that 
hate crime was another is-
sue plaguing India.

Prasad said the PCI 
had written to the RWB 
a number of times since 
2015 to understand how 
the index was prepared, but 
hadn't received any reply.

He said the rankings 
were "reportedly" based 
partly on a questionnaire 
sent to the partner organi-
sation of the RWF, its cor-
respondents around the 
world, and journalists, re-
searchers, jurists and hu-
man right activists. 

Prasad said the PCI had 
earlier communicated to 
the RWB that the rankings 
were not based on statistical 
data, but "based on opinion 
or perception of an individ-
ual or group of individuals".

In a letter, dated Sep-
tember 22, 2015, to the 
RWB, the PCI had said that 
after going through the 
Word Press Index 2014, it 
was noticed that the rank-
ings were prepared on the 
basis of various parameters, 
including media pluralism 
and independence, safety 
and freedom of journalists, 
legislative institutional and 
infrastructural environment 
in which media operates.

India ranked 140 in 
2014.

"In order to understand 
the gravity of the matter, 
the chairman of the Council 
desires to know the inputs 
which weighed in ranking 
of the country in the index 
so that remedial steps, if 
needed, can be taken to 
smoothen the functioning 

of the media," the letter 
said.

"The chairman is fur-
ther of the opinion that a 
structured discussion on 
the issue with your (RWF) 
representative and the 
members of the Council 
would be helpful in achiev-
ing the objective," it read.

Letters were also sent 
to the RWB in October and 
December in 2015, seeking 
their response to the PCI's 
queries.

The PCI again wrote a 
letter to the RWB in early 
2016, saying the council 
was of the opinion that the 
World Freedom Index rank-
ings "could either be on the 
basis of statistical data or 
perception of an individual 
or group of individuals".

"If the ranking is on 
the basis of statistical data, 
the council requests you 
to share it with us, so as 
to enable us to take reme-
dial measures as it deems 
proper. 

"The council is con-
strained to communicate 
that if no data is shared, it 
shall have to come to the 
conclusion that India's 
ranking in World Freedom 
Index is based on percep-
tion and is not supported 
by any verifiable data," the 
letter read.

In March 2016, the 
PCI also gave a detailed 
response to the articles 
published by the RWB in 
2014 and 2015 regarding 
incidents which could re-
flect the status of freedom 
of press in India and could 
have bearing on the Index.

Kathmandu, May 6 (PTI): A special Left 
alliance task force formed by the ruling 
CPN-UML and CPN-Maoist Centre par-
ties has recommended barring Nepal's 
youths from joining foreign armies, a 
media report said today.

The task force also suggested that the 
previous treaties and agreements govern-
ing Nepali nationals' service in foreign 
armies should be scrapped through dip-
lomatic channel, the Himalayan Times 
reported. Around 44,000 Nepali nationals 
are currently serving in the Indian and 
British armies as well as Singapore Police.

The work plan for achieving economic 
development and prosperity states that 
Nepali citizens "will be barred from join-
ing any foreign army," the paper said.

UML vice-chair and coordinator of the 
task force Bamdev Gautam has submitted 
the report to Prime Minister K P Sharma 
Oli and CPN-MC Chair Prachanda.

Nepal's Supreme Court had passed an 
order eight years ago, saying recruitment 

of Nepalese in Singapore Police Force 
was illegal, but that order was not imple-
mented, the paper said.

There are seven Gurkha regiments, 40 
battalions in the Indian Army with around 
40,000 Gurkha soldiers, including in the 
Assam rifles, the paper said.

Citing Indian security experts, it said 
that 70 per cent of Indian Gurkhas are 
Nepali citizens. In 1947, when India 
gained Independence, a tripartite agree-
ment among Nepal, India and Britain 
transferred four Gurkha regiments from 
the British Army to the Indian Army.

There are 80,000 ex-Gurkhas, 17,000 
Nepalis in Assam rifles and 11,000 widows 
receiving welfare fund. 

They receive Rs 12 billion from the 
Indian government annually. There are 
around 3,600 Nepalis in British Army and 
around 400 Nepalis serve in Singapore 
Police Force. Eligible Nepalis for Singapore 
Police Force are selected by ex-British 
Gurkhas.

Kabul, May 6 (IANS): Militants abducted 
seven people, including six Indians, on 
Sunday in Afghanistan's Baghlan prov-
ince, officials said, adding that talks were 
on to get them freed. The kidnapping took 
place in Bagh-e-Shamal village, TOLO-
News reported.

Baghlan Governor Abdulhai Nemati 
said that those abducted worked for an 
Indian company KEC. The seventh person 
who was seized was an Afghan.

Nemati said the Taliban had done 
the kidnapping and moved the group to 
the Dand-e-Shahabuddin area of Pul-e-
Khumri city. He said they contacted the 
Taliban, whose representatives said the 

abduction took place because the insur-
gents thought that the seven were Afghan 
government employees.

Nemati said they were trying to rescue 
the victims with the help of tribal elders.

According to local officials, the inci-
dent occurred while the employees were 
travelling to the area where the company 
has a contract for an electricity sub-sta-
tion. Kidnapping of locals for extortion is 
common in Afghanistan. Most of those 
abducted have been Afghans but foreign 
workers have also become targets.

In 2016, Indian aid worker Judith 
D'Souza was kidnapped in Kabul. She was 
released after 40 days.

Dimapur, May 6 (EMN): 
The Nagaland University 
Research Scholars’ Forum 
(NURSF) of Lumami cam-
pus, in collaboration with 
the Nagaland University 
Students’ Union (NUSU) 
Lumami campus, organised 
a candlelight procession on 
May 5 at Ihoshe Kinimi Hall, 
Lumami.

An update from Luma-
mi on Sunday informed 
that the event was held ‘on 
the theme’ – Crime against 
Women: Not a Minute More. 
“The purpose of the proces-
sion was to condemn crime 
against women and seek 
justice for those affected by 
crime and social atrocities 
in the society. 

“Research Scholars, stu-
dents and faculties par-
ticipated and supported the 
cause. Participants shared 
their opinions on issues re-
lating to assault and harass-
ment, and insecurity faced 
by women in the society,” it 

informed.
The event on Saturday 

evening was led by Lobeno 
Mozhui, the general secre-

tary of NURSF (L). “Chum-
sile, president NUSU (L), 
lamented that there is no 
action against injustice, 

gender equality, fraternity 
or liberty in the society and 
urged everyone to stand as 
one and fight for our rights 

together. Only in together-
ness, the atrocities against 
women will be abolished.”

An assistant professor 

of Sociology, Dipika Paul 
shared on the ‘issue of neg-
ligence towards harassment 
faced by women every day’. 
“After a woman is molested, 
it doesn’t end there but con-
tinues to a point where the 
victim is blamed, which 
is why women hesitate to 
come forward and press 
charges. 

“The patriarchal struc-
ture of the society is re-
sponsible for the increasing 
unreported crime against 
women where the behav-
iour of women have been 
questioned instead. She 
appealed all women to be 
aware on harassment of 
any kind and to address the 
issue without hesitation,” it 
informed.

Another assistant pro-
fessor, of political science, 
Neizhanuo Golmei, stressed 
on the importance of wom-
en rights. Crime is not just 
rape or molestation but 
crime is when a woman is 

not being heard or when 
her rights are not being re-
spected, she shared.

“In our patriarchal 
society, women need to 
come forward and ‘speak 
up’ and fight for their rights 
to change the position of 
women in the society,” she 
was reported as saying. 

Short speeches were 
also delivered by students 
who shared their experi-
ences and grievances on 
the issue. 

“ T h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s 
agreed that women have 
the right to feel that they are 
not alone, gender discrimi-
nation cannot be tolerated, 
women ought to be pro-
tected and respected and 
more people should voice 
out for the cause. 

The masses strongly 
condemned crime against 
women, child rape, honour 
killing, acid attack and do-
mestic violence,” the state-
ment read.

Rongmei as separate tribes, 
the statement informed. 

They were also stated to 
have discussed the specula-
tion surrounding the final 
agreement to the Ind-Naga 
talks which it stated “is likely 
to be signed soon may not 
include the Zeliangrong peo-
ple and their ancestral land 
of Assam depite the fact that 
our people have allowed our 
land for shelter to Naga na-
tional workers to carry out 
and achieve the Naga political 
movement, resources to sus-
tain and move forward the 
Naga national movement, 
maximum support and coop-
eration extended apart from 
sacrificing precious lives, 
physically participated and 
involved in all times be it at the 
most critical time for the larger 
cause of Naga political issue”.

Consequently, it informed, 
they adopted four resolutions: 
to uphold the order of the 
yaruiwo (president) of the 
NSCN (IM), the late Isak Chisi 
Swu which was issued on June 
30, 2011 “clearly stated therein 
that ‘Zeliangrong Region will 
remain intact’”; the ‘bond of 
oneness’ of Zeliangrong peo-
ple is indestructible from with-
in and without; Zeliangrong 
people will not accept any so-
lution which may render them 
victims of the Naga political 
solution; and the Zeliangrong 
people will not succumb to 
any force which may threaten 
their unity and integrity from 
within and without.  

PT
I

A worker is silhouetted against chimneys discharging smoke during sunset at Dakari village of Unnao 
district near Kanpur. The World Health Organisation global air pollution database has revealed that India 
has 14 of the 20 most polluted cities in the world in terms of Particulate Matter (PM) 2.5 concentration, 
with Kanpur topping the charts. It said that nine out of 10 people in the world breathe air containing high 
levels of pollutants. 

Twilight blight

The controversial law, AFSPA, which empowers secu-
rity forces to conduct operations, arrest anyone anywhere 
without prior notice, is also in force in Jammu and Kashmir.

Referring to the ongoing dialogue between the Issak-
Muivah faction of the National Socialist Council of Na-
galand (NSCN-IM) and the government interlocutor, the 
minister said the Narendra Modi government was the most 
sensitive toward the issues of the Nagas and the Northeast.

The process of Naga talks are being followed up with 
utmost sincerity. So the outcome will be positive, he said.

Rijiju refused to say anything when asked about the pos-
sible dates for signing the final peace accord to bring lasting 
peace in the insurgency-hit Nagaland.
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CSA convenes emergency meeting 
The Chakhroma Sports Association (CSA) has 
convened an emergency executive meeting on 
May 12, 10 am at Chakhroma Youth Organisation 
hall, Medziphema. All the unit presidents, general 
secretaries and representatives to Angami Sports 
Association (ASA) have been requested to attend 
positively.

NDMSA to conduct federal assembly
The All Nagaland District Ministerial Service As-
sociation (NDMSA) has informed its units that the 
federal assembly has been scheduled on May 11 
at 11 am at Changki Mentsü, near Public Works 
department office in Kohima. All the units have 
been requested to attend the meeting. 

Government renames Samphur 
to Sanphure 
The Government of Nagaland has changed the vil-
lage name of Samphur to Sanphure village under 
Longmatra administrative circle in Kiphire district 
with immediate effect. According to DPRO report, 
the village name has been changed with the ap-
proval of the Ministry of Home Affairs, Govern-
ment of India.

Rahul Gandhi

Ram Vilas Paswan

Members of Rotary club along with the students pose for lens.

Raichur (Kar nataka), 
May 6 (IANS):  Accusing 
the Congress of having the 
agenda of only opposing 
him, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Sunday held 
the opposition party re-
sponsible for disruption of 
part of the budget session 
of Parliament in March.

“As the Congress agen-
da is only to oppose and 
criticise me, it does not 
allow even Parliament to 
function,” Modi said at a 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
rally here ahead of the May 
12 Karnataka Assembly 
elections.

“The Congress had 
an eco-system of looting 
which our government has 
come down heavily on. No 
wonder the Congress is an-
gry with me and its leaders 
are abusing me,” he added. 

Campaigning for the 
party’s candidates contest-
ing from the state’s northern 

part, about 470 km north 
of Bengaluru, the Prime 
Minister said the Congress 
owes an explanation to the 
country about why it dis-
rupted Parliament.

The second part of the 
budget session from March 
5 to April 6 was washed out 
due to disruptions owing to 
protests by the Congress-
led opposition over several 
issues.

The Congress was func-
tioning with an “anti-Dalit” 
mindset due to which it 
is stalling Parliament and 
obstructing according of 
a constitutional status 
on the Other Backward 
Classes Commission, Modi 
claimed.

Addressing hundreds 
of people in the drought-
prone district, Modi asked 
the Congress government 
to give an account of their 
work done in the state.

“The Congress leaders 

keep abusing and criticis-
ing me. The Karnataka gov-
ernment must tell people 
about the work it has ac-
complished over five years 
in the state,” the Prime 
Minister added.

Accusing the Congress 
of patronising the mining 
mafia in the southern state, 
Modi questioned what has 
been done by the state gov-
ernment in the state to con-
serve water.

“What has the Congress 
government done in Kar-
nataka for water conserva-
tion? What efforts have been 
put towards de-silting? The 
Congress is patronising the 
mining mafia in the state 
and we need to free people 
from this mafia,” the Prime 
Minister said.

Modi urged the people’s 
to oust the Congress and 
instead elect the BJP to 
ensure Karnataka’s devel-
opment.

New Delhi, May 6 (IANS): Congress Presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi on Sunday advised 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to “copy” 
and implement centrally the Congress-led 
Karnataka governments sub plan for the 
welfare of the Dalits and Adivasis.

He said that since the Prime Minister 
was good at “repackaging” the Congress-
led UPA government’s schemes, he could 
try his hand at this one too. 

“The Karnataka government’s revolu-
tionary SC/ST sub plan allocates 24 per 
cent of all resources to Dalits and Adivasis 
as per their percentage of population. 

“Since Prime Minister Modi is skilled at 
repackaging and claiming credit for Con-
gress schemes, this is a good one for him to 

copy centrally,” he said in a series of tweets.
Both Modi and Gandhi have been busy 

in election campaign in Karnataka that is 
due to vote on May 12, which the Bharatiya 
Janata Party making a strong bid to unseat 
the Congress.

BJP want Dalits to exist at bottom rung 
of society
Congress President Rahul Gandhi on 
Sunday said that the BJP and RSS wanted 
Dalits and Adivasis to exist at the bottom 
rung of society.

Gandhi shared a video on Twitter show-
ing atrocities against Dalits, including the 
2016 Una incident.

“Central to the RSS/BJP fascist ideology, 
is that Dalits and Adivasis must continue to 
exist at the bottom rung of society. 

“In this disturbing video, the dan-
gers of this mindset and how it’s openly 
propagated by senior RSS/BJP leaders is 
revealed” Gandhi tweeted with the hashtag 
#AnswerMaadiModi or Modi must answer 
in Kannada. 

The video also claims that “every 12 
minutes, Dalits faces atrocity, everyday six 
Dalit women are raped”. 

“Why are Dalits constantly prosecuted 
in Modi’s new India... His silence reflects 
the mindset of RSS and BJP... Speak-up Mr 
Modi,” it added.

Karnataka will vote in the Assembly 
elections on May 12. The state has 23.5 per 
cent Dalit population.

Dimapur, May 6 (EMN): Under the flag-
ship programme of Rotary India Literacy 
Mission, the Rotary Club of Dimapur has 
transformed the Government Middle 
School at Veterinary Colony into a ‘Happy 
School.’ 

A press release from the club on Sat-
urday informed that the club constructed 

boundary wall, gate, and provided running 
water facility, proper hand washing station, 
and filtered drinking water facility. 

The club also distributed shoes, socks, 
and sports equipment to the students.

The effort of the organisation is to re-
duce the rate of dropouts and encourage 
students from coming to school. 

Dimapur, May 6 (EMN): 
The Tenyimi Peoples’ Or-
ganization (TPO) has ex-
pressed shock and saddens 
over the untimely demise 
of former president of Mao 
Council, M Dili.  

The organisation said 
Dili was a dynamic and vi-
sionary leader who always 
stood firm for the welfare of 
the society, an honest and 
upright person who never 
hesitated to stand for the 
truth.

‘His contribution for the 
society is highly commend-
able, not only for the Mao 
people but also towards the 
Tenyimi People and the Na-
gas as a whole, the TPO said.  

While expressing con-
dolence to the bereaved 
family, the organisation 

prayed for God’s grace upon 
them and also for the de-
parted soul to rest in peace.

The Mao Hoho Di-
mapur is saddened at the 
untimely demise of M Dili 
Dominic who passed away 
on May 6 at Karong in Ma-
nipur. 

“He was a visionary 
leader and a man of prin-
ciple. His departure is an 
immense loss to the Maos in 
particular and the society at 
large,” the hoho said.

Dili is said to have 
served the society in various 
capacities. He was the ex-
president of Mao Council. 

The hoho offered prayer 
for the bereaved family 
members and loved ones 
and the decease to rest in 
peace.

Dimapur, May 6 (EMN): 
The Public Forum of Pun-
gro Sub-division (PFPSD) 
has expressed appreciation 
towards Tethuyo Village 
Students Union (TVSU) for 
its ‘philanthropic service’ in 
repairing the National High-
way road Kohima-Kiphire 
junction leading to Likimro 
Hydel Electric Project. 

In a press release from 
the forum on Sunday laud-
ed the students union for 
major road repairing works 
along the National Highway 
in the areas which brought a 
great respite for the general 
public and commuters.  

The forum stated that 
the said road is connecting 
more than 54 villages un-
der Pungro sub- division in 
Kiphire district.  

Despite non- sanction 
from the government and 
department, the PFPSD said 
the union has done a com-
mendable job which shows 
an exemplary to the others 
society for the common 
benefits of the peoples and 
society at large.  

The forum hoped that 
such kind of benevolent 
humanity works and contri-
bution would be continuing 
in the near future.

Kolkata, May 6 (IANS): A Singapore 
Airlines flight suffered a hydraulic 
failure after landing at the airport 
here, causing the main runway to be 
blocked for more than an hour, an 
airport official said on Sunday.

“Aircraft SQ 516 of Singapore 
Airlines landed at the Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose International Airport 
around 10.28 p.m. on Saturday but 
could not vacate runway 19L (main 
runway) due to a hydraulic problem,” 
a release issued by the NSCBI Airport 
Director said.

“The main runway was opera-

tional again at 11.42 after proper 
cleaning of hydraulic leakage and 
inspection,” he said.

The aircraft reportedly suffered a 
hydraulic failure after touchdown and 
leaked fuel on the runway. An airport 
technical team later towed the aircraft 
to the parking bay.

However, the airport authority 
claimed that there was no impact on 
any other flight operation as an al-
ternative runway (19R-01L) was put 
in use.

All the passengers were safely res-
cued from the affected aircraft.

New Delhi, May 6 (IANS): Even two 
days after unidentified men smeared 
communal graffiti, Delhi University’s 
St. Stephen’s College is yet to file an 
official complaint, a varsity official 
confirmed on Sunday.

It was on Friday that students 
and others found the door of the 
college chapel scribbled with the oft-
repeated communal slogan “Mandir 
wahin banayenge” (we shall build 
the temple there only) and a cross at 
the graveyard written over with “I am 
going to hell”. 

“We have not received any com-
plaint from the college yet. We can 
only act once the college files an of-
ficial complaint,” Neeta Sehgal, offici-
ating Proctor at the Delhi University, 
told IANS. 

No official statement has been 
issued by the college administration 
so far either.

The act of defacement has over 
these two days been condemned by 
all major student groups, including 
the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad 
(ABVP), which is affiliated with the 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) 
which trenchantly favours the con-
struction of a Ram Mandir in Ayodhya 
in place of the now destroyed Babri 
Masjid. 

The All India Students’ Associa-
tion (AISA), affiliated with the Com-
munist Party of India (Marxist-Len-
inist), also spoke against the incident 
of defacement on Friday and urged 
the students to “defeat the attempts 
to communalise students on religious 
lines”. 

The Congress-affiliated National 
Students’ Union of India demanded 
an enquiry into the matter attributing 
the act to “right-wing elements” with 
“fake nationalism”.

Sihore (Madhya Pradesh), 
May 6 (IANS): A 28-year-
old woman was gang 
raped by two persons 
working for the ruling 
Bharatiya Janata Party, 
following which a case was 
registered and one person 
arrested, police said on 
Sunday.

Ashta police station 
SHO V.D. Veera told IANS 
that the young woman 
worked at a skilling centre 
run by one Raja Collector, 
who is one of the two ac-
cused of the complainant’s 
rape.

A case was registered 
under Section 376 of the 
Indian Penal Code and 
Raja arrested. His accom-
plice Mukesh Thakur is 
absconding. 

The accused are said to 
be linked to an influential 
BJP leader.

Mumbai, May 6 (IANS):  Union Min-
ister Ram Vilas Paswan on Saturday 
said the government will not dilute the 
SC/ST Act and that is why it has filed a 
review petition in the Supreme Court, 
adding that if required, it may bring an 
ordinance to uphold the rights of the 
Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe 
(SC/ST) communities.

“The government will not dilute 
the the Scheduled Castes and Sched-
uled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) 
Act. In a high-power committee, it was 
decided to keep SC/ST Act intact,” the 
Union Minister of Consumer Affairs, 
Food and Public Distribution said at a 
press conference here.

The Minister also announced the 
government decision to provide 15 kgs 
of grain per month per student at be-
low poverty line (BPL) rates to hostels 
for SCs, STs, Other Backward Classes 
(OBC) and minority communities.

This will be, however, also appli-
cable to the General category hostels 
where two to three students are from 
SC, ST, OBC and minority communi-
ties.

Paswan applauded Maharash-

New Delhi, May 6 (IANS): India has 
urged the Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) to focus more on the West and 
South Asia regions after successful East 
Asia interventions by the multilateral 
lender and has said there is no case for 
increasing cost of its loan instruments 
as it has no capital deficiency, an of-
ficial statement said on Sunday.

In his intervention on Saturday at 
the ADB’s annual meeting in Manila, 
Economic Affairs Secretary S.C. Garg 
also made a strong case for ADB to 

adopt “country systems” for procure-
ments and environmental safeguards 
and called for increasing lending 
for the private sector in developing 
countries, a Finance Ministry release 
said here. 

Garg, who is an Alternate Governor 
on the ADB Board, the ADB “strategy 
should focus more on West Asia and 
South Asia as interventions in East 
Asia are already done fairly well,” the 
statement said.

“He emphasized that the private 

sector operations of ADB as envisaged 
in the strategy should be enhanced 
and there should be more focus on 
equity participation. 

“He also stated that there is abso-
lutely no case for increase of cost of of 
various loan instruments as there is no 
capital deficiency in ADB,” it said. 

“Garg also argued that there is a 
strong case for ADB to adopt Country 
Systems for procurements and envi-
ronmental safeguards and called for 
concerted efforts towards increasing 

lending for the private sector in devel-
oping member countries,” it added. 

According to the statement, he also 
highlighted the need for taking into 
account the likely impact technical 
advancements such as Artificial Intel-
ligence (AI) and robotics, so that ADB 
can equip the member countries to 
reap maximum benefit.

The Indian delegation to the ADB 
also held bilateral meetings with the 
Japan Bank for International Coop-
eration.

NEWS IN BRIEFNEWS IN BRIEF

One for the special and able

Test out

Dr. Imlitemsu Ozukum and Rajesh Das along with beneficiaries, and members of the district 
administration of Kohima and nongovernmental organisations after distributing mobility aids and 
appliances to Persons with Disability (PwD) at Hotel Japfu in Kohima on May 3. 47 PwD are said to 
have been provided with said aids and appliances.

The advisor for Horticulture Mathung Yanthan, centre, and officers of the Horticulture department 
and the local administration paid a visit to cardamom farms and kiwi projects at Zapami and Lekromi 
village. The main purpose of the advisor’s visit was to inspect the functioning of farming facilities in 
the area, it was informed.

tra government for doing 
good work and said: “...
as far as Aadhaar is con-
cerned, following 88 per 
cent seeding, 50 lakh bo-
gus ration cards have been 
eliminated and now only 
genuine beneficiaries are 

getting the ration.”
He said the Centre 

was taking several steps to 
help out the sugar indus-
try which was facing de-
pressed market sentiments 
and crash in sugar prices. 
“The liquidity condition of 

the sugar mills has been ad-
versely affected, leading to 
accumulation of cane price 
dues of farmers to the tune 
of Rs. 19,000 crore.”

“The Union Cabinet has 
approved financial assist-
ance of Rs. 5.50 per quintal 
of cane crushed in sugar 
season 2017-18 to sugar 
mills to offset the cost of 
cane, in order to help sugar 
mills to clear dues of farm-
ers,” the Minister said.

“Further, to facilitate 
and incentivise export of 
surplus sugar by mills, the 
government has allowed 
Duty Free Import Authori-
zation (DFIA) Scheme in 
respect of sugar. Besides, 
in a bid to give boost to 
Ethanol, there is a proposal 
to reduce the GST slab. The 
GST Council in its meeting 
held in New Delhi on Friday 
recommended to reduce 
the GST rate from 18 per 
cent to 5 per cent.”
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Y Patton, centre in red shawl, with BJP leaders and Naga students at Bengaluru.
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Dr. Chumben Murry giving away an award to a farmer.

EM Images

Members of an agriculture development agency interact with farmers about issues relating to low-cost 
water harvesting methods in hilly regions, during May 3-5, at Khonsa town.

The security forces have informed that they have apprehended an 
activist of the NSCN (K) recently. Ihoshe Kinimi, an ‘SS rajapeyu’ of 
the group, pictured, was apprehended in Zunheboto district, the 
security force informed in an update to the media.    

Swapneel Paul, with bouquet, and members of the DBSU share in a photograph during the reception.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, May 6 (EMN): The Food 
and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) 
aims to remove world’s hunger by 
2050. In the small tribal commu-
nity of Nagaland in India’s Northeast 
region the state’s department of 
Agriculture has a target too: achieve 
food security by 2025 with a vision 
toward feasible and economically 
viable agriculture production in the 
state by said year. 

However, objectives aside, natu-
ral resources-based sustainable 
agriculture is decreasing due to a 
decline in eco-system and because 
of manmade activities. For stated 
reason, efficiency is required for 
improvement in production and 
productivity to achieve food secu-
rity, according to the annual admin-
istrative report  of the Agriculture 
department for 2017-18.

In its 28-page annual report 
the department stated that a ‘cadre 
review’ of the department, which 
was the first of its kind in 50 years, 
was complete. 

All the district’s agriculture es-
tablishments  have been upgraded 
to the level of joint director of agri-
culture, deputy district agriculture 
officer (DDAO) and posted to assist 
the district agriculture officer (DAO). 
Seven new sub divisional agriculture 
officer (SDAO) establishments have 
been created for Chiephobozou, 
Medziphema, Longkhim, Tamlu, 
Naginimora, Seyechong, and Pun-
gro. 

In the report concerning agricul-

ture engineering, the department 
maintained that it had taken up 
construction of 81 agriculture link 
roads as part of the rural infrastruc-
ture development fund (RIDF-XIX) 
tranche financed by the Nabard. The 
project is an ongoing programme 
implemented by the department. 

‘An amount of (funds) INR 38, 
31, 20, 000 cr. was approved against 
the 81 numbers of projects for RIDF-
XIX and so far 85% of the said works 
has been completed. An amount 
of (funds) INR 2450.00 lakhs has 
been released by the NABARD up 
to 2017-18. The project could not 
be completed due to non receipt of 
the remaining amount of INR 13, 81, 
20, 000 cr.’ 

In its endeavour for women 
in agriculture, the department’s 
ongoing “women in agriculture” 
programme of the Rashtriya Krishi 
Vikas Yojana (Hindi for ‘state plan 
scheme of additional central assist-
ance’) during 2017-18 could be im-
plemented in six districts. The dis-
tricts are Kohima, Dimapur, Kiphire, 
Longleng, Peren, and Wokha com-
prising 16 self help groups from 16 
villages. The programme has the 
objective ‘women empowerment 
through knowledge and expertise.’   

Some of the activities that were 
undertaken during 2017-18 for 
women in agriculture includes vil-
lage-based training prioritising their 
interest and potential, besides farm-
ing activities that were undertaken.

Resource personnel from the 
department who trained them in-

cluded resource people in poultry 
management, floriculture, and fruit 
preservation, among others. Also, 
produce and activities of self help 
groups were showcased. 

Further, as part of ‘education  
and training,’ the state’s Agriculture 
department provides stipends in 
the range INR 700 and INR 900 per 
student for them to undergoing 
undergraduate and postgraduate 
programmes.

Besides, there are book grants, 
reimbursements, and ‘thesis grants’ 
to name a few incentives which are 
part of the state plan of education 
and training. The incentives have 
brought benefits to about  554 stu-
dents from within and outside the 
state during the year 2017-18, the 
department’s annual report states. 

In addition, it reports, 25% state 
share to the Indian Council of Ag-
ricultural Research’s (ICAR) 75% 
funding for School of Agriculture 
Sciences and Rural Development 
(SASRD) Rural Agriculture Working 
Experience (RAWE) fee was being 
sponsored and the pro-rata fee for 
North Eastern Council quota at As-
sam Agricultural University, Jorhat 
for state nominees.   

The basic information provided 
by the state agriculture depart-
ment are-total population (19, 78, 
502), rural population (14, 07, 536), 
and urban population (5, 70,966). 
The totals: farming households  (2, 
50,360), geographical area (16, 579 
sq.km), cultivable area (7, 21, 924 
ha), gross cropped area (4, 47, 060 

ha), double-cropped area (1, 07, 860 
ha), net cropped area (3, 39, 200 ha), 
gross irrigated area (1, 25, 010 ha), 
net irrigated area (1, 16, 380 ha).

Food grain production for 2017-
18 is 735800 Metric Tonne (an-
ticipated), oilseeds production for 
2017-18 is 71490 MT (anticipated), 
commercial production for 2017-18 
is 478720 MT (anticipated) and food 
grain productivity (2182 kg/ha).  

The National-Governance plan-
Agriculture in Nagaland (NeGP-A) 
a centrally sponsored scheme ap-
proved by the government of India 
was launched on July 29 2015 which 
will make current service delivery 
mechanism more efficient, trans-
parent and accountable stated the 
annual report. 

The department has equipped 
and set up with hardware and con-
nectivity at 37 locations which in-
cludes 11 DAOs and 26 SDAOs for 
agriculture, 11 sites for horticulture 
and 11 sites for the fisheries sec-
tor in the NeGPA implementation 
programme.     

Also the department has de-
veloped and launched two mobile 
apps for the benefit of farmers and 
citizens. The apps are are available 
for download for Android smart 
phones. They are the Nagaland Lo-
cal Plant Directory, an information 
bank of local plants available in the 
state, and Naga Farm Doctor, an 
interactive app to connect farmers 
to subject experts to diagnose and 
solve various plant disease and pest 
issues.   

Dimapur, May 6 (EMN):  
Naga students in Bengalu-
ru are worried about find-
ing employment once they 
return to Nagaland after 
completing their studies. 
They are said to have raised 
queries about said matter 
to leaders from the Naga-
land unit of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) who are 
in the city for the Karna-
taka legislative assembly 
elections. 

Visiting leaders of the 
state’s BJP unit threw a 
Moatsu Mong festival cel-
ebration on May 5 at Redis-
son Blu Hotel in Bengaluru, 
updates said.

It was informed that the 
students posed to the BPJ 
leaders questions about 
finding employment in Na-
galand after thei complete 
studies. 

They were asked the BJP 
members about what  guar-
antee might be there that 
the students would be able 

to find jobs in Nagaland 
after they complete studies, 
the press release stated. 

“...Minister for Higher 
and Technical Education  
Shri. Temjen Along replied 
that out of 20 lakhs  popula-
tion in Nagaland more than 
1.60 lakhs  are already  em-
ployed in the government 
sector which  itself  is in 
excess and to accommodate 
more is very dim,” the press 
release explained. 

“However encouraging 
them,  he said Nagas need 
to be more adventurous. 
Instead, of looking  for jobs 
only at home  one should 
work outside the State too 
as we (Nagas) are talented 
enough to compete with 
fellow country man and also 
capable enough to venture 
at the international level.”  

Further, the delegation 
was told about an ‘urgent 
need’ for a Nagaland guest 
house at Bengaluru ‘which 
will not only cater to  the 

needs of the students but 
all the citizens of Nagaland 
who come down to the  
southern part of India  for 
employment, touring, medi-
cal treatment  and busi-
ness etc.,’ the press release 
claimed.  

“Replying to the gather-
ing Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Shri Y Patton assured 
the student community of 
Bengaluru to look in to the 
matter and make necessary 
steps to apprise it to the state 
government level,” the BJP’s 
press release stated.

Around 200 Naga stu-
dents attended the event, 
a press release from the 
party’s media cell on Sun-
day informed. Nagaland’s 
Deputy Chief Minister  Y 
Patton, and ministers Pang-
nyu Phom and Temjen Imna 
Along, and Manipur BJP 
legislator L Susindro Meitei 
were among the BJP leaders 
at the celebrations, it was 
informed.

Dimapur, May 6 (EMN): The 
Zunheboto battalion of the 
Assam Rifles has infromed 
that a cadre of the NSCN (K) 
was apprehended recently. 

The battalion is under the 
aegis of Inspector General of 
Assam Rifles (north). Dur-
ing an operation at a vehicle 
check post established at 
Bhaimo Bridge in Zunheboto 
district on May 1, the security 
forces nabbed an NSCN (K), 
updates informed. Accord-
ing to a press release from 
the security establishment, 
the cadre has been identified 
as one Ihoshe Kinimi, a ‘SS 
rajapeyu’ of the NSCN (K), 
and a resident Aichisaghemi 
village of Zunheboto district.  

‘SP tablets’ and a mobile 
phone are said to have been 
found from his possession. 
The apprehended person 
along with the items was 
handed over to Zunheboto 
Police Station for further in-
vestigation, the press release 
stated.

Dimapur, May 6 (EMN): The 
Bengali Students Union of 
Dimapur (DBSU) honoured 
Swapneel Paul, who took the 
64th rank in the Union Pub-
lic Service Commission ex-
amination, at his Dimapur 
residence on May 4.

The union issued a note 
on Sunday informing about 
a reception and a prayer 

meeting for the achiever. 
Swapneel’s father  advocate 
Swapan Paul and mother  
Alpana Mitra Paul were also 
there, the union informed. 

“Mr  Swapneel shared 
his experience of his prepa-
ration for UPSC examina-
tion and encouraged DBSU 
on his speech to study with 
full of dedication to pursue 

ones goal with undaunted 
will,” the union stated. 

“Swapneel said peo-
ple should invest money 
in health and education to 
strengthen our next gen-
eration  and added that he 
has wish to work for the 
students of Nagaland , if he 
get opportunity in future,” 
the note added.

Dimapur, May 6 (EMN): 
The Agriculture Technol-
ogy Management Agency 
(Atma) of Khonsa block  in 
Kiphire district hosted a 
training and demonstra-
tion programme focusing 
on the subject of low-cost 
water harvesting in hilly 
regions, during May 3-5 
at various places namely 
Khonsa town, Thanamir, 
and Salomi villages. 90 farm-
ers participated in the train-
ing programme.

The resource person for 
the training was Benjong-
toshi, updates informed. He 
spoke about the importance 
of water harvesting during 
the monsoon season. He 
talked to the participants 
about the steps involved 
in the ‘jalkund’ method of 
water harvesting, which can 
be practiced by farmers to 
tackle water scarcity during 
dry seasons.

Also, another resource 
person Takutoshi Jamir 
demonstrated inter-crop-
ping methods in cultivating 
maize, beans, and pumpkin, 
besides pruning in apple 
farming, the updates in-

Dimapur, May 6 (EMN): 
Member of the legislative as-
sembly Dr. Chumben Murry 
has said that agricultural ac-
tivities should not be taken 
only as a means of subsist-
ence but a source of income 
to fulfil children’s education, 
besides find coverage for 
health, among others.

The legislator encour-
aged the Agriculture depart-
ment to put more emphasis 
on production as a means 
of profit for farmers, up-
dates informed. According 
to press release on Saturday, 
Murry was addressing a 
farmers’ welfare workshop 
‘Kisan Kalyan Karyashala’ in 
Wokha on May 2.

Also, Project Director 
Dr. Mhonchan Shitiri said 
in his keynote address dur-
ing the event that the main 
focus of the workshop was 
the central government’s 
policy to double farmer’s 
income by 2022. He urged 
the farmers to make the 
best out of various central 
and state schemes for their 
welfare.

The daylong workshop 
was marked by training 
sessions in fishery, sericul-
ture, animal husbandry, 
agriculture, farmer-scientist 
interaction, distribution of 
Information and Communi-
cation materials; and health 
check-up for animals, be-
sides interaction with pro-
gressive farmers. Farmers 
were also given recognition 
of during the event, it was 
informed.

Similar programmes 
were conducted in all the 
seven blocks of the district.

Peren
A similar programme 

was conducted by the Ag-
riculture Technology Man-

Agri. weaving 2025 food security 
goals around localised targets first 

Students worry about finding 
jobs in Nagaland after studies 

Assam Rifles nab NSCN (K) cadre 

Bengali students honour IAS achiever 

Agri. agencies explore ‘farming’ water  off hilly terrains 

‘Agricultural should be a source of income, not option’ 

STATE

“THROUGH HUMANITY TO PEACE”

INDIAN  RED  CROSS  SOCIETY
(CONSTITUTED UNDER ACT XV OF 1920)

NAGALAND STATE BRANCH
NAGALAND: KOHIMA

INVITATION
Calling all Red Cross Members - Patrons, Vice Patrons, Life Members enrolled 
under the State Branch to attend the World Red Cross Day function on 8th May 
2018 at 11:00 AM in the Conference Hall, Red Cross Complex, Kohima. Shri. 
Himato Zhimomi, Commissioner & Secretary, Health & Family Welfare, 
Nagaland will grace the occasion as Resource Person.

Members enrolled under the District Branches are requested to attend the 
function in their respective District Headquarters.

Sd/-
(Dr. Kepelhusie Terhüja)
General Secretary, IRCSN
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agement Agency (Atma) of 
Peren Tening block on May 
2 too, set on the theme of 
doubling farmers’ income 
by 2022. The programme 
was a joint initiative of the 
departments of Agriculture, 
Horticulture and Veterinary 
and Animal Husbandry, it 
was informed.

 The special guest for 
the workshop was extra as-
sistant commissioner of 
Insong, Tsetsowe Kupa. In 
his speech, he expounded 
on the importance of farm-
ers in national economy as 
stressed upon the impor-
tance of cooperation among 
the farmers to further en-
hance the marketing of their 
agricultural products which 
in turn would result in dou-
bling their income. 

The officer also spoke 

about inclusion of mini-
mum support price in the 
local markets that could 
help farmers sells their 
produce at an acceptable 
rate. 

Further, the deputy 
project director for Peren’s 
Atma, Yezaho Swu, spoke 
about the ‘Gram Swaraj 
Abhiyan’ campaign and 
various schemes, projects, 
strategies and vision of the 
ministry of Agriculture & 
Famer welfare. 

Shamator
The ATMA Shamator 

block also conducted the 
same workshop at ADC con-
ference hall on May 2, with 
EA Shamtor Limakumla 
Pongen as the chief guest. 

Resource persons were 
Dr. Shisarenla Aier (SMS-
Horti, KVK-Tuensang), 

Bendang (Sericulture de-
partment), R Makam (Fish-
ery department), Tritiba 
(Agriculture department), 
MLachi (Soil & water Con-
servation dept.), Sunny John 
(Irrigation & Flood control 
dept.) and Limba (Horticul-
ture dept.). 

Tokiye
The Block Mission Man-

agement Unit of Tokiye or-
ganised ‘Aajeevika Evam 
Kaushal Vikas Diwas’ on 
May 5 in the Indoor Sta-
dium of Aghunato in Zun-
heboto. Updates about the 
programme was received 
from the block programme 
manager on Sunday. 

The block development 
officer of Tokiye, Yaei Kon-
yak, acknowledged mem-
bers of Self Help Groups 
(SHG) for attending the 
programme. He said such 
an effort ‘showed their prior-
ity’ in the mission.  Konyak 
encouraged the SHGs to 
be more sincere to ensure 
progress in the future. 

A speaker at the event 
from Akuluto, Shihani Tsui-
pu, gave updates about the 
progress of the Nagaland 
State Rural Livelihood Mis-
sion in Zunheboto district, 
particularly about Tokiye 
block. 

In the report Tsuipu 
stated that there were 170 
SHGs actively functioning 
in the block, out of which 72 
SHGs have saving bank ac-
counts while the others ‘are 
in process.’ 15 SHGs have 
been provided with revolv-
ing funds, and 50 with start-
up costs, while five gender 
forums have been formed, 
he informed. On ‘Kaushal 
Panjee,’ the speaker said it 
was an added advantage for 
the rural youth.

Further, the additional 
deputy commissioner of 
Aghunato, Nuchembemo 
Odyuo, said that the govern-
ment’s prime focus is on de-
velopmental activities one 
of which is poverty allevia-
tion and eradication. Talking 
about the importance of 
women role in uplifting the 
society, he said that ‘women 
should not to be bounded 
to kitchen or household 
works.’ 

Project director for the 
District Rural Development 
Agency of Zunheboto, Shek-
iho Phuleshe, also spoke. 
The official spoke about the 
importance of work culture. 
He encouraged the women-
folk to work hard and to reap 
its fruits. 

Appreciating the ac-
tive participation of SHGs, 
Phuleshe encouraged them 
to work hard to help them-
selves as the government 
was ‘doing its part to help 
them.’ 

He challenged the mem-
bers to ‘maintain their iden-
tity instead of following the 
mass blindly’ and urged 
them to be a ‘good exem-
plary figure’ in the block, 
district, and state levels and 
even beyond by sharing suc-
cess stories to individuals 
outside the state.

Cash prize awards were 
given to SHGs members  
during the event, it was in-
formed. 

Members of a SHG Piho-
li Kiba and Akali Assumi 
spoke about the positive 
impact of the NRLM inter-
vention.  

They are said to have 
stated that the mission was 
an empowerment for rural 
women and one should not 
neglect it. 

formed. He highlighted the 
importance of adopting 
an inter-cropping method 
commonly called the ‘three 
sisters’ cultivation.’

Further, coinciding with 
the ‘Kishan Kalyan Karyasha-
las,’ the Atma of Tening block  
in Peren conducted  training 

session about mushroom 
cultivation, in Tening town 
on May 2. Resource per-
son Pezavitso Haralu, gave 
a demonstration about the 
technical aspects of mush-
room cultivation.

Members of the depart-
ment of Horticulture and 

Veterinary and Animal Hus-
bandry conducted a techni-
cal session besides offering 
vaccination for livestock.

In Tuensang, the Atma of 
Sangsangyu block conduct-
ed a training programme 
at Buthenbuo and Khuthei 
village on April 27 and the 

28th, with Mayangthemba 
and Neilhouvo as the re-
source persons for the event, 
updates informed. 

Mayangthemba dem-
onstrated cultivation tech-
niques and practices that 
are employed in ginger, 
potato, and disease man-
agement of seasonal crops. 
Farmers were taught about 
the methods of seed treat-
ment, land preparation, 
spacing, mulching, and crop 
rotation. 

A practical training 
about the application of 
‘neem’ seed kernel extracts 
and bordeaux mixture were 
also imparted during the 
event, it was informed.

Further, a training pro-
gramme about rearing poul-
try and preventing poultry 
diseases was given by Neil-
houvo. 

Procedures and tech-
niques required for proper 
preparation of brooder 
houses, feeding, and sanita-
tion and hygiene, manage-
ment practices, and effec-
tive preventive methods 
were imparted, the update 
stated.
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Imphal May 6 (IANS): The 
Manipur government will in-
troduce the Inner Line Permit 
bill in the forthcoming mon-
soon session of the assembly, 
Chief Minister N. Biren Singh 
said on Sunday.

He however also assured 
that all stakeholders will be 
consulted while drafting 
the bill and appealed to all 
sections of people not to be 
swayed by emotions.

The Manipur Assembly 
had passed three bills in 
this connection in 2015 but 
the President did not give 
assent to one bill while the 
two others were rejected 
even as most tribals in the 
state had objected to the 

bills terming them as “anti-
tribal”. 

As many as 11 tribal 
youth were killed during 
violent agitations in 2015 
against the bills in Churach-
andpur (10) and Imphal 
(1) and the tribal activists 
refused to claim the dead 
bodies for more than one 
year, saying that the govern-
ment should first withdraw 
the bills. However, once the 
BJP led government was 
formed on March 15, 2017, 
the bodies were claimed for 
performing the last rites. 

Biren Singh also said: “All 
stakeholders will be invited 
to finalise the bill. There is 
already a committee headed 

by Works Minister T. Biswajit 
which held discussion on 
the issue three times. The re-
jected bills shall be examined 
in the light of objections. The 
preparatory works will begin 
from the next week.” 

The Joint Committee on 
Inner Line Permit System has 
already renewed the demand 
for the introduction of the 
bill, while its women’s and 
students’ wings have been 
rounding up non-locals who 
sneak into Manipur using 
forged identity or Aadhaar 
cards. 

Police have stepped up 
vigil along the Manipur-My-
anmar border and at Jiribam 
bordering Assam.

Guwahati, May 6 (IANS) 
Assam Additional Chief 
Secretary Kumar Sanjay 
Krishna will head a probe 
ordered by Chief Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal on 
Sunday into the alleged 
poor quality of bullet-
proof vests used by police.

The Assam police has 
drawn severe criticism 
after Bordumsa police 
station incharge Bhaskar 
Kalita was killed in an 
encounter with the anti-
talk faction of ULFA mili-
tants on Friday evening. 
Kalita was injured in his 
chest and abdomen even 
though he was wearing a 
bullet-proof vest.

“The allegations on 
quality of bullet-proof 
vests will be probed. I have 
already ordered an inquiry 
into the whole incident 
leading to death of Kalita. 
Kumar Sanjay Krishna will 
probe and submit a report 
to me,” the Chief Minister 
said on Sunday.

Strongly condemning 
the killing of Kalita, he said 
that such incidents disturb 

peace, harmony and unity 
in society and seriously 
hamper developmental 
activities.

Reiterating his gov-
ernment’s zero tolerance 
against terrorism, the 
Chief Minister also direct-
ed police to intensify oper-
ations against extremists.

An ex gratia of Rs 20 
lakh will be given to the 
bereaved family, apart 
from the full salary every 
month till the time the 
police officer was slated to 
retire from service.

Director General of Po-
lice Kuladhar Saikia said 
that it was learnt that a lot 
of bullet-proof vests like 
the one used by the slain 
officer were procured dur-
ing 2011-13. 

“We will have to check 
records and find out the 
truth. The Chief Minis-
ter has already ordered a 
probe, and things will be 
clear,” Saikia said, adding 
that anti-terror operations 
had been intensified along 
the Assam-Arunachal 
Pradesh border.

Hailakandi (Assam), May 6 
(PTI): Road communication be-
tween Assam and Meghalaya by 
National Highway 44 has been 
disrupted following a massive 
landslide at Sonapur near Meg-
halaya border since last night 
affecting vehicular traffic, an 
official release said here today.

The NH 44 not only con-
nects Assam and Meghalaya, 
but also considered the lifeline 
of Tripura, Mizoram and Barak 
Valley of southern Assam.

The landslides on the Shil-
long-Silchar NH-44 that con-
nects the Assam capital with Sil-
char via Jowai in Meghalaya, has 

disrupted traffic movement with 
hundreds of vehicles stranded 
on both sides of the spot.

There was no report of any 
casualty.

The landslide brought in 
massive mound of mud and 
boulders triggered by incessant 
rain over the past couple of days 

and several earth movers have 
been pressed into service to 
clear the debris, the release said.

Meanwhile, thunderstorms 
and heavy rain continued to 
lash across the state damaging 
houses, felling trees and disrupt-
ing electric supply in several dis-
tricts of Assam since yesterday.

New Delhi, May 6 (PTI): Nearly 12,066 
acres of surplus land of railways are 
now up for grabs.

The national transporter has writ-
ten to 13 states asking them to either 
buy or exchange these land parcels 
for developmental projects. 

A letter written by the Railway 
Board last month to the chief secre-
taries of West Bengal, Gujarat, Tamil 
Nadu, Jharkhand, Punjab, Madhya 

Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Kar-
nataka, Uttar Pradesh, Karnataka, 
Chhattisgarh and Assam, stated that 
they send in proposals to use these 
land parcels which have remained 
unused.

“These land parcels can be used 
by the state governments for con-
struction of highways, roads or any 
other useful purpose...

“The amount payable for the land 

will be in all cases be its market value 
on the date of transfer... The land 
can also be transferred to the state 
government on the basis of exchange 
of land with state government land 
which may be useful to the railways 
on equitable cost basis, said the letter, 
a copy of which is with PTI.

Railways also said that most of 
these land parcels were acquired by 
it as part of its uni-gauge policy to 

improve connectivity.
In areas where the conversion 

from meter or narrow gauge to broad 
gauge has been carried out taking 
detour from the existing gauge either 
due to technical requirement or re-
quest from state governments, land 
at such locations of abandoned align-
ment of narrow/meter gauge section 
has remained unused, it said.

According to the details of the 

land parcels enclosed in the letter, 
railways is in possession of some land 
in Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra and 
Assam for more than 100 years.

For example, the land in the Dud-
hwa-Chandan Chowki section in 
Uttar Pradesh was acquired by the 
railways in 1893 and 129 acre land 
was left abandoned after the conver-
sion to broad gauge. Similarly in As-
sam, land was acquired in 1894 and 

42 acres are now up for grabs. In these 
two states alone, around 500 acres of 
railway surplus land are available.

Sources say that railway is set to 
earn thousands of crores if state gov-
ernments decide to utilise the land 
earmarked in their areas. 

The Board has asked states to 
send their proposals to the Divisional 
Railway Manager in case they have a 
need for such land parcels.

Agartala, May 6 (PTI): Opposition 
parties in Tripura today objected to 
the ruling dispensation’s decision 
to “bulldoze” structures of various 
political parties and trade unions 
“illegally” built on government land.

The Tripura government has 
served notices to demolish party 
offices in 99 places, CPI(M) state 
secretary Bijan Dhar told a press 
conference here.

“It is fact that party offices or the 
offices of trade unions were built up 
in government land or in forest land.

But, those were built long back. 
The decision to demolish the struc-
tures is motivated and a step to stop 
political activities of the Opposition 
in the state,” he alleged.

The state government has to 
withdraw its decision and provide 

allotment to the political parties, 
Dhar said.

On April 30, the District Magis-
trate of West Tripura, Milind Ram-
teke had said, “We have served no-
tices to them who illegally occupied 
government lands in 78 places of the 
West Tripura district and construct-
ed their offices... All such structures 
would be bulldozed after May 6.” 

Subsequently, notices were also 
served to political parties and trade 
unions in different places of the 
state.

Dhar, however, said the CPI(M) 
would not resist if the government 
demolishes the structures.

Tripura Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (TPCC) Birajit Sinha, in a 
separate press meet, said it received 
notices for demolition of 35 offices. 

Guwahati, May 6 (PTI): A 20-year-
old woman was allegedly gang-
raped and killed in a tea garden, 
and four persons were arrested in 
this connection in Assam’s Cachar 
district, police said today.

The woman was missing since 
May 1 from Chappanhal Tea Estate 
in Udharbond town and her body 

was recovered by the police yester-
day night, the police said.

The woman’s father had filed 
a missing diary with the police 
along with a complaint against four 
persons who were subsequently 
arrested. The body was sent for 
post-mortem examination, a police 
officer said.

Agartala, May 6 (IANS): 
The Central government 
will provide 100 per cent 
of the funds to upgrade 
and expand the infra-
structure of the judiciary 
in the northeastern states, 
a Tripura High Court 
Judge said on Sunday.

“Hundred per cent 
funding would be made 
by the Central govern-

ment for upgradation and 
expansion of the infra-
structure of the judiciary 
in the eight northeastern 
states. The funding pat-
tern was earlier on the 
basis of 90:10 for Centre 
and state,” Tripura High 
Court Judge Subhashish 
Talapatra told the annual 
conclave of judicial of-
ficers.

“Judiciary cannot ex-
ecute its orders and judge-
ment unless the govern-
ment helps the judiciary.

“Most judges are not 
in favour of judicial activ-
ism. Our prime focus is 
to improve the quality of 
judgement and outreach 
the judiciary at the door-
steps of common men.”

Chief Minister Biplab 

Kumar Deb inaugurated 
the day-long conclave 
where discipline and 
code of conduct of ju-
dicial officers, speedy 
disposal and reduction of 
pending cases, strength-
ening juvenile justice, 
holding Lok Adalat, me-
diation, and adminis-
trative issues would be 
discussed.

Addressing the con-
clave, Tripura High Court 
Chief Justice Ajay Rastogi 
said the Indian judiciary 
was now at a crossroad, 
facing challenges within 
and outside.

Justice Rastogi stressed 
the need to set up more 
family, commercial and 
consumer courts to settle 
disputes faster.

T h e  C h i e f  Ju s t i c e 
urged the judicial offic-
ers to maintain account-
ability and transparency 
besides eliminating cor-
ruption.

The Chief Minister said 
the state government was 
bringing in police admin-
istration reforms with a 
view to increase efficiency 
and transparency.

PTI

File Photo: Biren Sigh

PTI

File Photo: Sarbananda Sonowal

MIRROR CROSSWORD 1810SUD0KU 1650
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1809

ACROSS
1. Italian for “Ladder” or “Scale”
6. Maori for “Influence” or “Authority”
10. Armed struggles
14. The Mamas and the _____
15. Style
16. Used in skin lotion
17. Concerning
18. Struck a bell
19. Seaweed
20. Hold back
22. “Vowel mutation”
24. Have (archaic)
25. Splashes
26. Assuages
29. Immediately (medical)
30. Complete destruction
31. German for “Numerical”
37. Existentialist French novelist Albert 

_____
39. Protecting shelter
40. One who submits a tax return
41. Items offered
44. Close
45. Unit of pressure
46. Jargons
48. City in Florida
52. Entreaty
53. Lovers
54. More tired
58. Gangster’s girlfriend
59. Small island
61. Truck (British)
62. Historical periods
63. German-American biologist Jacques 

____
64. Delete
65. A Persian goddess
66. Froth
67. Car “dings” or depressions
 
DOWN
1. Box or fight

2. Walking stick
3. Mimicks
4. Soft metallic element
5. Off the right path
6. Conduct deserving reward
7. MASH star ____ Alda
8. River in western Thailand
9. Sharp-cornered
10. Nobel Prize winning Dutch 

physicist Johannes van der
11. Muslim name for God
12. Scoundrel 
13. Chairs

21. Association (abbrev.)
23. Central theme
25. Metal
26. Segments of circles
27. Hawaiian feast
28. Appendage
29. Smudge
32. Extreme
33. Asian island republic
34. Singer ____ Laine
35. Warmth
36. Goes astray
38. Indian stringed instrument 

42. Found in the throat
43. Exchange for money
47. Wound (up)
48. Crippled
49. Italian for “Love”
50. Pitching ace _____ Ryan
51. City in Oklahoma
52. General populace
54. Sleigh
55. Modern day Persia
56. Formerly
57. Whiskeys
60. Former French coin

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1649

Inner Line Permit bill will be 
introduced — Manipur CM

Assam CM orders 
probe into police bullet-
proof vests’ quality

Landslide near Assam-M’laya border hits traffic on NH-44

Railways’ 12,066 acres of unused land up for grabs in Assam and 12 other states  

Opposition object to Tripura’s 
move to demolish party offices

Woman gang-raped and 
killed in tea garden in Assam

Centre to fund north-eastern states’ 
judicial infrastructure development
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Telecom ministry to decide on 
Idea’s 100% FDI proposal — Prabhu

India’s 7% projected growth rate ‘amazingly 
fast’, can double economy in ten yrs — ADB 

Airline shares face turbulence; Jet, IndiGo 
stocks tumble up to 20% in three days

Potato prices rise sharply as 
cold storage supply hits market 

Rlys to build walls along high-speed 
corridors, generate revenue through ads 

140 Indian firms invested $4bn 
in South Africa — CII-PwC

New Delhi, May 6 (PTI): 
The telecom ministry is 
the competent authority 
to take the final call on 
Idea Cellular Ltd’s propos-
al for infusing 100 per cent 
foreign direct investment 
(FDI) in the company, 
Commerce and Industry 
Minister Suresh Prabhu 
has said.

The Department of 
Telecom (DoT) has put 
some condition while 
seeking views of the De-
partment of Industrial 
Policy and Promotion 
(DIPP) on the proposal.

“The matter is com-
pletely in the domain of 
the line ministry. We have 
already clarified. No need 
of our approval,” Prabhu 
told PTI In an interview.

It was communicated 
to DoT that they are the 
competent authority to 
deal with the proposal, 
he said.

“We have sent back 

(the proposal) immedi-
ately. We have stated that 
it is for you to decide,” he 
said, adding that tax li-
abilities do not constitute 
additional condition.

Idea’s proposal as-
s u m e s  s i g n i f i c a n c e 
against the backdrop of 
pending merger with Vo-
dafone India to form the 
country’s largest telecom 
operator.

The FDI policy allows 

an overseas firm to buy 
up to 49 per cent stake in 
an Indian telecom com-
pany under automatic 
approval route. But the 
government approval is 
required for stake above 
49 per cent.

Idea and Vodafone an-
nounced last year that 
they would combine their 
operations to create the 
country’s largest telecom 
operator worth over USD 

23 billion, with a 35 per 
cent market share.

Foreign share hold-
ing in Idea as on March 
31, 2018, stood at around 
34 per cent, including 
7.49 per cent in promoter 
group and the rest as pub-
lic shareholders. British 
telecom multinational 
Vodafone Group plc is a 
majority shareholder in 
Vodafone India.

Foreign shareholding 
in the combined Idea-Vo-
dafone entity, thus, would 
breach the automatic ap-
proval limit of 49 per cent.

According to the Idea-
Vodafone merger an-
nouncement, Vodafone 
would own 45.1 per cent 
of the combined company 
after transferring a 4.9 per 
cent stake to Aditya Birla 
Group for Rs 3,900 crore 
in cash, concurrent with 
completion of the merger.

As the DoT had added 
a condition in the pro-

posal, the matter was sent 
to the DIPP.

After the abolition of 
foreign investment pro-
motion board (FIPB), 
respective departments 
and ministries of 11 sec-
tors, including telecom 
and print media, are the 
competent authorities for 
approval of FDI proposals 
unless they want to add 
some condition or reject 
the proposal. In such cir-
cumstances, they have to 
seek the views to the DIPP.

The merged Idea-Vo-
dafone entity will have 
highest subscriber base 
of 41 crore accounting for 
over 35 per cent market 
share and second largest 
spectrum holding of 1,850 
megahertz in the country.

The debt of resultant 
entity is expected to be 
around 1.1 lakh crore as 
per debt situation of Idea 
and Vodafone India at the 
end of September 2017.

Manila, May 6 (PTI): 
India’s projected GDP 
growth of over 7 per 
cent for the current fis-
cal is “amazingly fast” 
and if this momentum 
is maintained the size of 
the economy can dou-
ble within a decade, ADB 
Chief Economist Yasuyuki 
Sawada has said.

The country shouldn’t 
worry about not achiev-
ing 8 per cent growth but 
focus on increasing do-
mestic demand by reduc-
ing the income inequality, 
he said.

Growth is driven more 
by domestic consumption 
than exports, he added.

The Asian Develop-
ment Bank (ADB) has 
projected India to remain 
the fastest growing Asian 
nation with 7.3 per cent 
growth in 2018-19, and 7.6 
per cent in 2019-20.

The Indian economy 
is forecast to grow at 6.6 
per cent in the 2017-18 
fiscal ended March 31, 
slower than 7.1 per cent 

in 2016-17. 
“7 per cent growth is 

amazingly fast. If a 7 per 
cent growth continues 
for 10 years, then that 
economy’s size doubles,” 
Sawada said in an inter-
view with PTI.

“So that’s super fast 
growing growth rate. And 
being one of the largest 
economies in the region, 
achieving this 7.3 per 
cent this fiscal and next 
year, 7.6 per cent, is really 
amazing,” he added.

The size of India’s 
economy is about USD 
2.5 trillion currently, mak-
ing it the sixth largest in 
the world. Economic Af-
fairs Secretary Subhash 
Chandra Garg had said 
recently that the country 
is on track to doubling 
the size of its economy to 
USD 5 trillion by 2025.

Sawada said however 
that clocking 8 per cent 
growth is a “big challenge” 
for India as of now. “7 
per cent growth is a very 
good number and India 

should not worry about 
not achieving 8 per cent 
growth.” 

Asked whether export 
revival would be impor-
tant for driving the eco-
nomic growth, he said 
that half of India’s growth 
is driven by private con-
sumption followed by 
investment and hence 
domestic market seems 
to play a major role in 
growth.

“Export is not a nec-
essary reading for India 
growth. Rather domestic 
market seems to be very 
important...to support 
growth rate. Of course, ex-
port is one part of growth 
driver, but Indian growth 
is driven more by domes-
tic market,” he said.

Sawada said inequal-
ity and poverty reduction 
would play a “very im-
portant role” in achieving 
higher growth because 
consumption can stimu-
late more production and 
that can absorb more em-
ployment.

New Delhi, May 6 (PTI): 
Stocks of airlines have hit 
some air pockets, slump-
ing up to 20 per cent in 
just three trading sessions 
this month amid rising 
fuel costs and weak quar-
terly earnings of InterGlobe 
Aviation impacting inves-
tor sentiment. Among the 
three-listed airlines, Jet Air-
ways and SpiceJet are yet 
to announce their fourth 
quarter and full year results 
for 2017-18.

On May 2, InterGlobe, 
which operates the coun-
try’s leading carrier Indi-
Go, reported 73 per cent 
decline in profit after tax 
(PAT) to Rs 117.64 crore 
for the March quarter as 
higher fuel costs and for-
eign exchange loss took a 

toll on its bottom line.
There are concerns that 

spike in global crude oil 
prices may also put pres-
sure on the profits of other 
airline companies, accord-
ing to analysts.

In May, which so far 
had three trading sessions, 
shares of InterGlobe Avia-
tion have tumbled 15.57 
per cent on BSE. Shares of 
Jet Airways have dropped 
20 per cent while those of 
SpiceJet have seen a vola-
tile trend.

A day after InterGlobe 
Aviation announced its 
results, shares of SpiceJet 
tumbled over 6 per cent 
but managed to close in 
the green.

Together these three 
airlines-- InterGlobe Avia-

tion, Jet Airways and Spice-
Jet -- have seen an erosion 
of Rs 10,050 crore from 
their market valuation so 
far this month.

“This week has wit-
nessed a slump in avia-
tion stocks, the biggest in 
recent history. At last real-
ity dawned on the aviation 
sector which was trading 
lofty valuations. There are 
certain industry-specific 
factors that are hampering 
growth,” SAMCO Securi-
ties Founder & CEO Jimeet 
Modi said.

He noted that air-
ports in the tier-I cities 
have limited capacity and 
infrastructure to handle 
an additional pipeline of 
scheduled flights. This ca-
pacity constraint along 
with jet fuel prices would 
be a huge setback for the 
aviation players causing a 
dent to their bottom-line, 
he added.

New Delhi, May 6 (PTI): 
The Indian Railways is 
considering a proposal to 
generate revenue through 
advertisement on walls 
along the tracks on high-
speed corridors, sources 
have said, amid a push by 
the national transporter 
to boost its non-fare earn-
ings.

In talks with contrac-
tors, who can deliverer 
pre-fabricated walls, the 
railways plans to generate 
revenue through advertise-
ment to recover the cost of 
the build. The sources said 
the idea is to share revenue 
with contractors, thus ena-
bling the railways to get the 
walls built at minimum 
cost.

“With the plan for 
the Delhi-Mumbai high-
speed corridor underway, 
the need for such walls is 
imperative for issues of 
safety. 

We are mulling the op-
tion of generating revenue 
from them through ad-
vertisement as they are 
high density areas and will 
get maximum exposure. 
Pilot projects are already 
underway and we are hop-
ing to put up walls across 
the network starting with 
urban areas,” said one of 
the sources.

The railways is trying 
to boost non-fare reve-

nue through right-of-way 
charges, advertising, land 
monetisation, catering and 
parking amid intense com-
petition from airlines and 
road transport to carry pas-
sengers and goods.

Not just revenue, the 
wall will also help the rail-
ways maintain safety on 
tracks, get rid of encroach-
ers, reduce interference 
with cattle or other distur-
bances.

Officials in the min-
istry also said that vari-
ous options are being as-
sessed such as a proposal 
to build sound-proof 
walls to reduce sound 
pollution in areas with 
railway tracks. 

A pilot project imple-
mented in the South Delhi 
area around a busy railway 
track has shown that such 
walls reduce sound of ap-
proaching trains by around 
20 decibels.

The walls to be built 
around 7-8 feet high will 
have the option of selling 
space both outside and 
inside portions of the wall.

The building of these 
walls is the first step to-
wards converting the Del-
hi-Mumbai corridor into 
a high-speed zone, and 
track changes allowing 
express trains to run at a 
maximum speed of 160km 
per hour.

Kolkata, May 6 (PTI): Po-
tato prices have climbed 
up sharply by about 25 per 
cent last week but officials 
see nothing unusual about 
it. Retail potato prices in 
most city markets ranged 
between Rs 18 and Rs 20 a 
kg, up from Rs 14-15 since 
the beginning of the week.

Potato prices have also 
shot up sharply in neigh-
boring Odisha as well as a 
few other states.

For each kilogram of 
potato coming out of the 
cold storages, there will an 
additional price load of Rs 
4-5 a kg due to the cost in-
volved in storage and that 
got added to the prevailing 
price, he said.

The panchayat poll, set 
to be held in May 14, has 
created a crisis in availabil-
ity of labourers of cold stor-

ages which accounted for 
the price rise caused due to 
a sudden supply shortage 
in few markers.

Former president of 
WBCSA Ramapada Paul 
said cold storages are able 
to supply only a fraction of 
the demand due to una-
vailability of labourers who 
are unwilling to come ow-
ing to pending panchayat 
election. An agri consultant 
in posta wholesale market, 
Sibu Malakar said retail 
price of potato should pre-
vail at around Rs 20 a kg for 
the Jyoti variety unless sup-
ply hampers in the short 
run and demand from 
other states jumps sharply.

The price movement is 
not due to lesser produc-
tion of potato in Bengal 
which was at about 100 
lakh tonne, 10 per cent 

New Delhi, May 6 (IANS): 
Indian companies have 
invested over $4 billion in 
South Africa and created 
18,000 direct jobs in the 
continent’s biggest econ-
omy, the Confederation of 
Indian Industry (CII) said 
on Sunday

According to a new 
CII report “Indian Indus-
try’s Inclusive Footprint 
in South Africa - Doing 
business, doing good”, 
prepared jointly with Brit-
ish advisory multinational 
Pricewaterhouse Coopers 
(PwC), there are 140 Indian 
companies operating in 
South Africa whose contri-
butions go beyond foreign 
direct investment (FDI) in 
the country, and include 
key CSR and skill develop-
ment initiatives.

“Indian companies op-
erating in South Africa are 
not just investing funds 
and creating jobs, but are 
actively contributing to the 
upliftment of the commu-
nities in which they oper-
ate,” a CII release said here.

According to the report, 
leading Indian companies 
such as Wipro, state-run 
Coal India, Cipla, Jindal 
Steel and Power, Mahindra 
and Mahindra have re-
cently made investments 

in South Africa.
“In the healthcare sec-

tor, the entry of Indian 
pharma companies Ran-
baxy and Cipla brought 
in drastic reduction in the 
cost of anti-retroviral drugs 
in South Africa, saving 
thousands of lives. Indian 
companies are taking steps 
to transfer skills to South 
Africans, particularly in the 
IT sector,” it said.

In a statement, CII Di-
rector General Chandrajit 
Banerjee said: “The report 
highlights the journey of 
the historic and econom-
ic relationship between 
India and South Africa, 
looking at the key sectors 
where Indian companies 
are thriving.” nPwC Chief 
Executive (Southern Africa) 
Dion Shango said: “Indian 
companies are demon-
strating their commitment 
to sustainable develop-
ment in South Africa across 
education and healthcare 
schemes to job creation, 
agricultural projects and 
empowering women.”

A focus on ethical 
business practice comes 
through in the report, as 
this is of critical impor-
tance for Indian compa-
nies operating in South Af-
rica, the statement added.

lower than previous year’s 
crop -- but production in 
other potato producing 
states suffered more.

State agri marketing 
minister Tapan Dasgupta 
said his department was 
keeping a watch on the 
situation for any possi-
ble hoarding and will take 
all necessary action if the 
price volatility rises.

He also said they want 
to strike a balance to keep 
the interest of the potato 
farmers also as in last year 
they posted huge loss as 
price realisation was not 
numerative.
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Let Us Not Repeat 
Mr. Jinnah’s Mistake 
U

ndoubtedly, we Indians are the best in cre-
ating controversies. The recent incident at 
Aligarh Muslim University (AMU) is the best 
example of that. From nowhere, hundreds 

of students gathered in the campus to protest against 
the portrait of Pakistan founder MA Jinnah. For over 70 
years, since India was divided into two, no one raised 
the issue why the portrait of a person who raised the 
demand of a homeland for Muslims should be at AMU? 
It seems suddenly few people have woken up from 
their slumber and are determined to rewrite history 
by removing the said portrait from the wall of AMU. 
For them, it may be a yardstick to prove their patriot-
ism. But at the same time, they should be aware about 
the consequences of such demands. They should keep 
it in mind that it is neither a proof of their patriotism, 
nor it will make the nation stronger. Forget about the 
reactions of outside world, even the Indians, who still 
nourish the age-old tradition of tolerance, do not sup-
port this demand. Besides, the agitators should keep 
it in mind that history cannot be rewritten. It can’t 
be changed by force. Any attempt to rewrite history 
is bound to be counter-productive. But does it really 
bother those who raked up this controversy? Clearly, 
they are not aware. If they happened to be aware about 
the consequences of the demand that they raised, situ-
ation in Aligarh shouldn’t have come to such a point. 
Now internet services have been suspended in the city. 
The university authorities have declared stoppage of 
classes for a week. Moreover, the administration is ap-
prehensive that communal clashes may occur any time 
as tensions are running high among two groups.

What will we achieve by removing the portrait of 
MA Jinnah? Counter-question can also be raised what 
have we achieved by keeping the portrait in its place for 
so many years? Answering both the questions are not 
easy because there will be points and counter-points. 
But one thing can be said without any fear of being 
trolled that it has shown the world that India shows 
no disrespect to anyone, even though the person may 
be responsible for the partition of the country. Can Pa-
kistan boost such a claim? If the sub-continent is free 
today, it is because of the leadership of Mahatma Gan-
dhi and also for many known and unknown freedom 
fighters. No one will find a single freedom fighter, who 
fought against the British regime for India or for Paki-
stan. It is true that we have failed to fulfil their dreams 
of an undivided India. We have portioned the country. 
But let us not separate our freedom fighters who gave 
their lives, stood against the oppressive occupiers with 
courage, conviction and determination. It is for their 
sacrifices we are free today. Don’t use or abuse their 
names keeping an eye on electoral politics. Treat them 
with utter respect and preserve their legacy to build a 
strong, powerful nation. It will be an insult to all those 
who fought for India’s Independence, if the present 
controversy snowballs in to a bigger one. Every effort 
should be nipped in the bud so that no one gains po-
litically or otherwise from this controversy. Mr. Jinnah 
made a mistake by raising the demand of Pakistan. Let 
us not repeat the mistake by demanding the removal of 
his portrait from AMU.

Vikas Datta   | IANS

Karl Marx

Adherence, Denunciation and 
Inspiration: Freud and His Legacy

Vikas Datta | IANS

I
t is the great, not necessarily correct, but disrup-
tive ideas about human nature and the world 
that evoke the most fervent reactions, both for 
and against. Some of the quite famous of these 

stem from a quartet of European thinkers, all born 
within seven decades in the 19th century, and hav-
ing done most to shape the modern world -- Charles 
Darwin, Karl Marx, Sigmund Freud, and Albert Ein-
stein.

For all four helped to overthrow the existing 
worldview that humans were instinctively rational, 
that concord and harmony was the normal human 
condition, and that a “grand plan” underpinned 
the universe’s functioning. But while Darwin’s work 
spanned all living creatures, Marx’s was about so-
ciety, Einstein’s looked at everything from the sub-
atomic world to far-away universes, and Freud’s work 
focussed on individuals -- and their minds.

Since this Sunday (May 6) is his 162nd birth an-
niversary, let us take a look at Freud’s main theories 
and what his adherents and critics -- from renowned 
philosopher Bertrand Russell to poet W.H. Auden, 
surrealism’s founder Andre Breton to modern pop 
icon Madonna, and even a best-selling author of sus-
pense novels and Sanskrit scholar -- made of them.

The founder of psychoanalysis, which stressed 
the techniques of free association and transference 
(of feelings), Freud sought to redefine sexuality to 
include its infantile forms -- which led him to the 
“Oedipus complex” and dreams as symbols of wish 
fulfillment.

His method of clinically analysing symptoms led 
him to postulate that their origins lay in repressed 
memories and formed his theory of the unconscious 
-- a concept dating back to Plato -- and its psychical 
constructs of id, ego and super-ego. Then he con-
ceived of “libido”, an energy powering mental proc-
esses and responsible for erotic attachments, and a 
death drive, from which emanate compulsive repeti-
tion, aggression and neurotic guilt. Later, he sought 

to interpret religion and culture.
While all of our four thinkers have their staunch 

supporters and dedicated detractors, Freud, since he 
brought some uncomfortable views into contention, 
especially his emphasis on sex and an incestuous ba-
sis of identity formation, has more than a fair share 
-- though often contradictory.

In “Introducing the Freud Wars” (2002) by 
Stephen Wilson and Oscar Zarate (illustrator), psy-
chiatrist Wilson, seeks an “uncompromising” inves-
tigation into the “chief accusations levelled against 
him (Freud) and the oppositions to his discoveries”. 

As Wilson tells us, Freud was charged with ly-
ing about his clinical practice, moral cowardice in 
his theorising, collusion in medical negligence, and 
overweening ambition, for drug addiction and “de-
monising children”, and “responsible for delaying 
our recognition of infantile sexual abuse” as well as 
“the invention of false memories of infantile sexual 
abuse”.

If this wasn’t enough, he was “reproached for 
both unoriginality and myth-making, stating the ob-
vious and mystifying us with the obscure” and was 
said to be guilty of encouraging both libertinism and 
puritanism, and misogyny and homophobia, and 
even planning to murder a close friend he later fell 
out with.

However, Wilson undertakes a balanced ap-
proach as he deals with these charges as well as oth-
ers to show where Freud was on the right track, where 
he came to know he was wrong and admitted it, and 
where he was wrong, in light of further research.

One of the areas where Freud acknowledged he 
had been wrong was his seduction theory, attribut-
ing adult neurosis to childhood sexual abuse before 
later discerning they were “fantasies”. However, Jef-
frey Moussaieff Masson, Sanskrit scholar-turned-
psychoanalyst and newly-appointed Secretary of the 
Freud Archives, alleged that Freud abandoned this 
for personal reasons, and “began a trend away from 
the real world”, which accounted for “the present-
day sterility of psychoanalysis throughout the world”. 

Masson was soon sacked by the trustees, but did 

his charge have any basis? Journalist Janet Malcolm 
tells us in “In the Freud Archives” (1984), which also 
draws in Freud’s daughter Anna, veteran psychoana-
lyst K.R. Eissler, and Peter Swales, a former assist-
ant to the Rolling Stones. It also deals with legacies, 
posthumous reputations and the human tendency 
to believe only they can properly explain someone’s 
thought. 

And then, Freud figures widely in popular culture.
While Breton lauded him for studying dreams, 

Auden’s “In Memory of Sigmund Freud” (1940), said: 
“He wasn’t clever at all: he merely told/the unhappy 
Present to recite the Past..” and “if he succeeded, why, 
the Generalised Life/would become impossible, the 
monolith/ of State be broken...” and that “If often he 
was wrong and at times absurd/To us he is no more a 
person/Now but a climate of opinion”, and Madonna 
sang “Sigmund Freud. Analyse this! Analyse this! Ana-
lyse this-this-this!” in James Bond’s “Die Another Day”.

A better estimation is made by psychiatrist/psy-
choanalyst Erich Fromm, who in “The Anatomy of 
Human Destructiveness” (1977), holds him “one of 
the last representatives of Enlightenment philoso-
phy”, who genuine believed in reason as a human 
strength.

His “Sigmund Freud’s Mission: An Analysis of His 
Personality and Influence” (1959) and “Greatness 
and Limitation of Freud’s Thought” (1979) offer more 
light on the discrepancies between early and later 
theories.

Then Richard Panek’s “The Invisible Century” 
(2004) compares how Freud and Einstein rejected 
the 19th-century scientific paradigm that accurate 
measurements of physical aspects would yield the 
universe’s secrets.

There is more to Freud than preconceived no-
tions -- we just need to dig more and wide. He would 
have approved!

(Vikas Datta is an Associate Editor at IANS.  
The views expressed are personal.  

He can be contacted at vikas.d@ians.in )

Each person is a unique expression of 
God’s loving design.

Lygon Stevens loved to climb mountains with her 
brother Nick. They were experienced climbers and 
both had summitted Mt. McKinley (Denali), the high-

est point in North America. Then, in January 2008, they 
were swept off a Colorado mountain by an avalanche, in-
juring Nick and killing twenty-year-old Lygon. When Nick 
later discovered his sister’s journal in one of her satchels, 
he was deeply comforted by its contents. It was filled with 
reflections, prayers, and praise to God as seen in this en-
try: “I am a work of art, signed by God. But He’s not done; 
in fact, He has just begun. . . . I have on me the fingerprint 
of God. Never will there ever be another person like me. . . 
. I have a job to do in this life that no other can do.”

Although Lygon is no longer physically present on 
earth, through the legacy of her life and her journal she 
inspires and challenges those she left behind.

Because we are made in God’s image (Genesis 1:26), 
each person is a “work of art, signed by God.” As the 
apostle Paul says, “We are God’s handiwork, created in 
Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 
advance for us to do” (Ephesians 2:10). 

Praise God that He uses each of us, in His own time 
and way, to help others.

How would You like to use me, Lord? I am open and 
willing.

DAILY

PATH
The Fingerprint 

of God
BIBLE READ:   
EPHESIANS 2:1–10
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
For we are God’s handiwork, 

created in Christ Jesus to 
do good works, which God 

prepared in advance for us 
to do.      

~  Ephesians 2:10

A 
huge statue of Karl 
Marx was unveiled in 
his birthplace in the 
German city of Trier to 

mark his 200th birth anniver-
sary on May 5 -- and it was do-
nated by the Chinese govern-
ment. But wasn’t China’s move 
towards market capitalism, 
even more than the Soviet Un-
ion’s demise, the final epitaph 
for this political economist 
who had sought to warn us of 
the crisis of capitalism?

Evidently not. As the 2008 
crisis and the subsequent 
backlash against globalisation, 
the fears of unbridled capital-
ism and the apprehension over 
the virtual economy and tech-
nology shows, Marx (1818-83) 
may have been wrong on a lot 
of things, but right on others. 
As such, his relevance has only 
increased, not decreased in 
our neo-liberal age. 

For one, his theory that 
society has economic drivers, 
not just by the ownership of 
the means of production but 
also by the relationship be-
tween the owners and work-
ers, has been validated. So has 
been his view of capitalism’s 
propensity for monopoly -- 
borne out by the spate of ac-
quisitions of smaller compa-
nies, by bigger ones, especially 
technology firms. 

And then we have long 
owed to Marx -- even though 

indirectly -- benefits like 
minimum wages, worker 
protection, welfare systems 
and social security, unions, 
paid holidays, scholarship 
and a progressive income tax, 
among others. 

He is also considered to be 
one of the founders of mod-
ern social sciences, and as a 
talented economist, helped 
the world understand capi-
talism -- conceded by no less 
than billionaire businessman 
George Soros. 

The spectre he warned of 
in the 19th century may not 
have come true when his and 
his associate Friedrich Engels’ 
“The Communist Manifesto” 
came out in 1849, for capital-
ism then was still “foundering, 
local, fragmented and timid”, 
as former Greek Finance Min-
ister Yannis Varoufakis wrote 
in an article for The Guardian. 

“And yet Marx and Engels 
took one long look at it and 
foresaw our globalised, finan-
cialised, iron-clad, all-singing-
all-dancing capitalism.”

“Anyone reading the mani-
festo today will be surprised to 
discover a picture of a world 
much like our own, teetering 
fearfully on the edge of tech-
nological innovation,” said Va-
roufakis. 

He also contends that the 
manifesto proved itself “albeit 
belatedly” as it took the Soviet 
Union’s decline and fall and 
“the insertion of two billion 

Chinese and Indian workers 
into the capitalist labour mar-
ket for its prediction to be vin-
dicated”. 

Even The Economist, oth-
erwise no fan, terms Marx a 
“brilliant thinker” and holds 
“his diagnosis of capitalism’s 
flaws is surprisingly relevant”, 
for “the post-war consensus 
that shifted power from capi-
tal to labour and produced a 
‘great compression’ in living 
standards is fading” and capi-
talism is again out of control. 

And it is also obvious why 
China still venerates him. Its 
rise from one of the world’s 
poorest countries to an eco-
nomic powerhouse, even 
before it labelled its new ap-
proach “socialism with Chi-
nese characteristics”, was 
more on Marxist lines -- as 
Linda Yueh argues in the “The 
Great Economists” (2018) -- 
than what Lenin and his party 
did in Russia.

It was actually Marx’s iden-
tification with his work’s initial 
but most long-lasting practical 
manifestation -- the Soviet Un-
ion -- that accounts for most of 
the opprobrium with which he 
was, and is, viewed. However, 
this was a modified form of 
Marxism, for Lenin, who was 
an immensely gifted political 
theorist but intensely practical 
too, had majorly transformed 
it. 

M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m 
changed the focus from an 

industrialised state to a devel-
oping one, conceived a party 
to serve as a vanguard for the 
peasants and workers to seize 
power, and in the process, 
gave an entire new meaning 
to the “dictatorship of the pro-
letariat”. Consequently, Marx 
became identified with a to-
talitarian system. 

But, he was more of a theo-
rist than a man with a definite 
vision (as like Lenin or Mao 
were), and he did change his 
mind on various issues, espe-
cially his dismissal of bour-
geois democracy as a means to 

ameliorate the lot of the prole-
tariat. 

And then Marx was not 
only about economics. Among 
his talented group of defend-
ers, Italian Marxist Antonio 
Gramsci and the Frankfurt 
School of sociologists and 
cultural theorists showed his 
theories also explained culture 
and mass media.

There is much we still need 
to learn from Marx -- and (par-
aphasing him) have nothing to 
lose but our ignorance. 
(Vikas Datta can be contacted 

at vikas.d@ians.in )

Marx: A Discredited Theorist Or a Far-Sighted Prophet?

(Source: IANS)



EastErn Mirror | Dimapur, Monday, May 7, 2018

7

File Photo of Shashi Tharoor (PTI)

 

The contents of articles on this page do not necessarily reflect the Editoral view or policy of the paper

Shashi Tharoor | IANS

Sanjoy K Roy | IANS

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Your physical 
strength is topnotch, Aries. Now is a terrific 
time to join a sports team or start a compa-
ny soccer program. Others will respect your 

leadership abilities. Your glow as a self-confident, con-
structive being is radiating positive energy. This com-
bination of forces is extremely powerful. You have the 
opportunity to be wonderfully productive at this time. 
Work and play are likely to present you with exciting 
opportunities for advancement.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You may feel 
indecisive, insecure, and stuck in the middle 
of a difficult situation, Taurus. Your energy 
could be drawn in one direction while your 

self-confidence is pulled in another. This dilemma has 
to do with your inability to integrate different aspects 
of your life that you try to keep separate. Try to look at 
things in terms of the whole. Notice how your actions in 
one part of your life have a ripple effect everywhere else.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Communication 
with others should be very effective, Gemini, 
and your social calendar will be full. You’re 
feeling good about yourself, thanks to a boost 

in confidence that reminds you that you can do any-
thing. You have the ability to juggle many things at once 
and the physical endurance to keep up a quick pace. 
Even though you may tend to be rather lazy, you might 
get a sudden inspiration to join a gym or sports team.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Relating to 
people may be difficult for you, since you 
get the feeling that others don’t see things 
as deeply or emotionally as you, Cancer. 

Perhaps you feel everyone is shallow, making them 
luckier in one sense yet deprived in another. Try not 
to focus on others so much. Just concentrate on you. 
Don’t take yourself so seriously. Adopt a more light-
hearted approach to life.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You have a great 
deal of physical energy, Leo. At times, you 
may feel as if you have an endless wellspring 
of power. You’re at a climactic point in your 

yearly cycle, when things are coming to a dramatic 
apex. Difficulties that pertain to this climax are likely 
to make you act out in an aggressive manner if things 
don’t go your way. Find a constructive outlet for all this 
physical energy.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Finding the 
comfort point may be difficult for you, Vir-
go. You might feel as if you aren’t connect-
ing with your ideals or goals. Even though 

you try to put things into motion, they don’t really 
pan out the way you’d like. There’s a difficult ener-
gy making you feel like you need to join one camp 
or the other to feel accepted. The problem is that 
neither side looks appealing. Feel free to start your 
own camp.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Your upbeat, lively 
nature is fueled by the fast-paced energy 
at hand. You have a great deal of physical 
strength available to you, Libra, and you can 

make tremendous strides in your yearly goals with very 
minimal effort. Take advantage of this time by focus-
ing on your own needs. There is a great deal of support 
in place that will help you accomplish whatever your 
goals may be. Go for it.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Your indeci-
siveness may plague you, Scorpio. This is 
one of those times when you feel as if one 
second of hesitation will cost you dearly. Yet 

you take a while to process and internalize things be-
fore you’re ready to act on them. Others may act and 
speak before they think. Don’t get upset at yourself for 
handling things the way you do. More than anything, 
it’s your lack of self-confidence that’s holding you back.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You’re now 
in a terrific position to make a significant 
move in your life, Sagittarius. With a great 
deal of physical energy coupled with incred-

ibly high self-esteem, you have what it takes to make 
a major push toward larger goals. There’s opportunity 
coming at you from all angles, and the energy at hand 
is fast and furious. Your strong, courageous nature is 
ripe for hopping aboard when that train comes zoom-
ing by.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You might 
feel as if you can’t access your physical en-
ergy now, Capricorn. You may experience 
frustration when you try to engage in a 

sport. You don’t feel as if things are clicking into place 
as easily as they should. This feeling is taking a toll on 
your sense of self. Don’t get down on yourself for feel-
ing this way. Accept the fact that there are good times 
and not so good times for doing certain things.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Your physi-
cal vitality should be quite strong, Aquarius, 
and you’re encouraged by greater self-confi-
dence. At the same time, however, someone 

seems to be trying to ruffle your feathers by being self-
ish and disrespectful of your space. This is likely to lead 
to conflict that you don’t need. The good news is that 
it’s likely to open you up to a different perspective, one 
that can ultimately be useful in understanding the situ-
ation.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Things could be 
moving more quickly than makes you com-
fortable right now, Pisces. You may feel as if 
your own needs and agenda are getting lost 

in the fury bubbling around you. The secret key to add 
to your toolbox is the ability to go with the flow. It’s cru-
cial to be adaptable and roll with the punches rather 
than be victimized by them. Use the lightning-quick 
energy at hand to mobilize your efforts.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

F
or a decade and a half now 
I’ve been a tireless advocate 
of India’s soft power, argu-
ing that in the information 

age, it is not the side with the big-
ger army that wins, but the side 
that tells the better story. In the past 
India has successfully managed to 
be what I’ve called the “land of the 
better story”: As a society with a free 
press and a thriving mass media, 
with a people whose creative ener-
gies are daily encouraged to express 
themselves in a variety of appealing 
ways, India has an extraordinary 
ability to tell stories that are more 
persuasive and attractive than 
those of its rivals.

This is not about propaganda; 
indeed, it will not work if it is di-
rected from above, least of all by the 
government. But conversely, gov-
ernment actions can undermine 
the story. Indeed, troubling internal 
disruptions have begun to tarnish 
this global perception of India.

If one were to pick up an inter-
national daily of repute, such as the 
New York Times or the Washington 
Post in the US or Le Monde or Frank-
furter Allgemeine Zeitung in Eu-
rope, to look for stories on India, one 
would be assailed by the reportage 
on incidents of communal violence, 
cow vigilantism, minorities feeling 
besieged and the alienating effects 
of the present ruling party’s disposi-
tion towards a narrow-minded Hin-
dutva ideology. Even less traditional 
news outlets and programmes such 
as Vice and John Oliver’s popular 
Last Week Tonight show have picked 
up on this disturbing trend in India. 
The recent murder of Gauri Lankesh 
raises India high on the list of coun-
tries where journalists are perceived 
to be in danger.

In this super-connected world, 
people across the globe are now 
more aware than ever of incidents 
of beef violence, the rise of gau 
rakshaks, the assassinations of ra-
tionalists and the episodes of mob-
lynchings that have taken place 
in India in the last couple of years. 
Instead of strongly condemning 
these incidents and bringing the el-
ements that have perpetrated them 
to heel, our dominant political dis-
pensation has instead decided that 
their energies are best spent mak-
ing unbecoming statements about 
everything from disowning the Taj 
Mahal as a symbol of Indian culture 
to the “cleansing” of Western cultur-
al influences from India’s ethos. The 
horrors of Kathua and Unnao, and 
the unforgivable political defence 
of the perpetrators by the ruling 
party, have plunged India’s image 
worldwide into the depths.

For the “better story” is not 
merely the story that can be told; it 
is the story that is heard and seen 
(and repeated), whether or not you 
are trying to tell it. That is what the 
Indian government and ruling cir-
cles seem to be in danger of over-
looking.

For millennia, India offered a 
haven for the persecuted, a ref-
uge to Jews after the destruction of 
their Temple by Babylonians and 
Romans, a new home for Parsis, Ti-
betans, Sri Lankan Tamils, Nepalese 
fleeing their civil war, and most fa-
mously 10 million Bengalis escap-
ing the Pakistani Army’s crackdown 
in 1971, the largest recorded refugee 
crisis in the history of humanity. In 
all this India’s humanitarian record 
has been exemplary and has been 
admired around the world. Yet our 
present government announced 
a unilateral decision to deport all 
members of the Rohingya refugee 

community in India back to Myan-
mar, where a state-sponsored geno-
cide is currently taking place in the 
Rakhine state against this ethnic 
group. This move, which seems 
prompted by the fact that the Ro-
hingyas are Muslims (and therefore 
are being accused without evidence 
of supporting terrorism), has invit-
ed strong condemnation across the 
board and has damaged the popu-
lar perception of India abroad as a 
democracy and a land of asylum.

As a result of all these develop-
ments, a global impression has 
gained ground that India is now 
governed by obscurantist and in-
tolerant forces determined to put 
minorities, rationalists and liberals 
in their place. This has far-reaching 
implications for India and threat-
ens to derail the country’s soft pow-
er projection. It is a far cry from the 
time of the 2004 elections. I remem-
ber, when I was travelling through 

the Gulf as a diplomat with the UN, 
senior officials I was meeting ex-
pressed their astonishment and un-
abashed admiration about the 2014 
election results, where a party led by 
an Italian woman of Roman Catho-
lic faith had made way for a Sikh to 
be sworn in by a Muslim President 
as the Prime Minister -- of a country 
where 80 per cent of the population 
were Hindus. To go from that cel-
ebration of diversity to a time when 
our President, Vice President and 
Prime Minister are all followers of a 
sectarian Hindu chauvinist move-
ment is a fall indeed in the eyes of 
the world.

I have repeatedly argued that 
we cannot simultaneously sell our-
selves to the world as a land of plu-
ralism, tolerance and Gandhian-
ism, while promoting intolerance, 
communal hatred and minority 
insecurity within the country. The 
present government would do well 

to learn that it cannot promote 
‘Make in India’ abroad while con-
doning the propagation of ‘Hate in 
India’ at home.

However, that said, as a cau-
tious optimist, I still believe that 
India can reverse this recent trend. 
It continues to have a thriving free 
press, a strong watch guard in its 
civil society and an independent 
judiciary (which has passed ver-
dicts that have struck down triple 
talaq, upheld an Indian citizen’s 
fundamental right to privacy and 
convicted a popular religious leader 
for rape, despite an overwhelming 
show of force and violence from 
his supporters). I believe it is these 
principled elements of India’s so-
ciety, along with our civilisational 
ethos, that are and will continue to 
be an immeasurable asset for our 
country.

This is also soft power and we 
don’t have to thank the government 
for it. When people argue that cul-
tural diplomacy is important, they 
tend to focus on what governments 
can do to showcase culture and 
promote Indian society. I believe 
the message that really matters and 
the one that gets through is that of 
who we are, not what we want to 
show.

As an opposition Member of 
Parliament, that is my message to 
the Indian government too. Don’t 
change our invaluable traditions. 
Don’t try to remake India in a way 
that will actually damage its soft 
power. We as a society have cel-
ebrated our own diversity, our own 
democracy and our own pluralism 
and the world has admired us for 
these very things. Today we have 
unfortunately given free rein to 
those who have promoted bigotry 
and intolerance that should have 
no place in the narrative of Indian 

society.
We must be conscious of the 

qualities that are so attractive about 
our culture and that give us our soft 
power in the world and we must en-
sure those qualities are not under-
mined by recklessly irresponsible, 
often semi-educated individuals 
who have been given a free hand by 
some of those in power who should 
know better.

I believe that the principal in-
gredients for India’s soft power 
success continue to remain. But in 
order to realise that potential, India 
needs to address its own internal 
challenges first. It is essential that 
India does not allow the spectre of 
religious intolerance and political 
opportunism to undermine the soft 
power that is its greatest asset in the 
world of the 21st century.

Our democracy, our thriving free 
media, our contentious civil society 
forums, our energetic human rights 
groups, and the repeated spectacle 
of our remarkable general elections 
— all of these together make India 
a rare example of the successful 
management of diversity in our glo-
balised world. It adds to India’s soft 
power when its non-governmental 
organisations actively defend hu-
man rights, promote environmen-
talism and fight injustice. It is a vital 
asset that the Indian press is free, 
lively, irreverent, disdainful of sa-
cred cows. Maintain that, and true 
leadership in our globalising world 
— the kind that has to do with prin-
ciples, values and standards — will 
follow.

(Shashi Tharoor is a former UN 
diplomat; a writer of several 

bestselling books and a Member 
of Parliament, representing 

Kerala’s Thiruvananthapuram 
constituency. The views expressed 

here are personal.)

I
n 1999, as part of a British Council 
showcase programme, I travelled to 
the Edinburgh Festival and that set in 
motion the idea of creating platforms 

for Indian contemporary and classical art 
forms across the world.

Working closely with the Festival 
Fringe, the International Film Festival, the 
Edinburgh Tattoo and the Edinburgh In-
ternational Festival, we created an annual 
offering of work, enlarging our presence 
from six productions to 16 in a short pe-

riod. Many thought we were mad, but our 
long-term objectives paid off in more ways 
than one. We presented an array of artists: 
Aditi Mangaldas, Daksha Sheth, Birju Ma-
haraj and Malavika Sarukkai. Mrigaya, the 
world music group which went on to win 
the Herald Angel Award at Edinburgh in 
2002 and a 5-star review from The Scots-
man, Indian Ocean, Lillette Dubey and 
the Primetime Theatre Group, Adi Shakti, 
Lushin Dubey, Dadi Pudumjee and the 
Ishara Theatre Company, are some more 
names I recollect who were on our entou-
rage. Shah Rukh Khan made his way to Ed-

inburgh in a celebration of the 
best of Indian arts.

It took some convincing to 
get the Edinburgh International 
Film Festival to agree to move 
Shah Rukh’s “In Conversation” 
with Nasreen Munni Kabir to 
a larger venue. They cited ex-
amples of having presented the 
biggest stars, including Sean 
Connery, in a 300-seat venue. 
Tickets went on sale and sold 
out minutes after the box of-
fice opened, only to be resold at 
£100 a ticket! The news made it 
to The Times front page and the 
festival organisers, somewhat 
embarrassed, moved the venue 
to a 1,000-seat auditorium. Huge 
crowds gathered at the festival 
venue. At the after-party, we had 
to barricade Shah Rukh in a cor-
ner, with tables and bouncers 
guarding him. The Edinburgh 
festivals hadn’t quite seen some-
thing like this before! They were 
ignorant of work from India as 
very few shows had ever trav-
elled out.

The year we presented Ishara 

Puppet Theatre’s “Transposition”, the in-
famous liquid bomb incident took place 
at Heathrow as we landed. Having being 
evacuated from the airport and shipped to 
Gatwick, we finally arrived in Edinburgh 
after a 16-hour delay, only to find that 24 
of our 30 outsized puppet boxes and bags 
had been lost! Each day was spent at the 
airport warehouse searching for luggage. 
Five days and three cancelled shows later, 
the BBC ran a story on our predicament. 
Hours later, a passenger telephoned Dana 
Macleod, our coordinator in Edinburgh, 
to say strange-shaped bags were going 
around the carousel with stickers bearing 
her name. The show was back on the road!

Investments in shows and festivals in 
those early days meant that year-on-year, 
our balance sheets were red. Co-present-
ing with existing festivals led to some 
degree of success, with annual presenta-
tions in Singapore, Wellington, Perth and 
Melbourne. Much of this was a result of 
networking at the Edinburgh festivals and 
setting out a plan for collaborations, a 
strategy we adopted for the next few years. 
As our footprint grew through Asia to in-
clude Hong Kong, Korea and Indonesia, 
we began to look westwards.

Prompted by our then Consul General, 
Navdeep Suri, we set up the Shared History 
Festival in South Africa, to bring about an 
awareness of a new India and the many 
opportunities it offered, amongst the one-
million strong Indian diaspora. We col-
laborated with the city of Johannesburg’s 
annual festival, Arts Alive, to bring about 
resurgence in the crime-infested Central 
Business District (CBD) area of New Town. 
The city planned to use the arts to re-pop-
ulate the CBD and reduce crime and bring 
back the local populace. With audiences 
returning to theatres, New Town has now 
seen a rise in property prices, new busi-

nesses opening and residential blocks be-
ing re-built. In Durban and Johannesburg, 
the arts community and the diaspora who 
had earlier rejected everything Indian be-
gan rediscovering and celebrating their 
roots. Driven by their need to trace their 
history many have, since then, travelled 
back to India.

We sought new opportunities in Aus-
tria, Germany, Italy and Spain, working 
through agents and driving box office sales 
to make projects economically viable.

We produced “Bollywood Love Story”, a 
musical, to reach new audiences. We were 
amazed to discover how small towns like 
Einbeck, Stuttgart, Eindhoven and larger 
ones like Florence, Barcelona and Stock-
holm had a huge appetite to celebrate and 
embrace Indian culture. Local arts-attend-
ing audiences came to our celebration 
dressed in Indian attire, belting out words 
of songs they didn’t understand and eating 
their versions of Indian food. Exporting 
Bollywood should be the mainstay of our 
foreign missions in order to capture hearts 
and minds of people across the world. 
From Russia to Egypt and China through 
Canada I have seen an increasing appetite 
to present and understand the best of In-
dian culture.

In today’s polarised world, it is impera-
tive that we use the arts as a window into 
other cultures, traditions, history and a way 
of working. The arts know no language and 
have a universality that allows the viewer 
to seamlessly absorb and appreciate new 
experiences. A few years ago, the Globe 
Theatre, as part of the Cultural Olympiad, 
commissioned an array of exciting pro-
ductions played out from Afghanistan and 
India to Romania and Belarus. Each was 
distinct and brought to the fore, cultural 
differences and yet was bound together by 
the universal language of theatre and per-

formance. Audiences who attended may 
not have understood the nuances of the 
languages, but this did not detract them 
from enjoying what they were witnessing. 
Pia Behrupiya by Company Theatre was a 
brilliant piece of original stagecraft. Based 
on Shakespeare’s “Twelfth Night”, the en-
semble cast sang, danced and created 
magic at the Globe. Last year as part of “In-
dia70@UK” we were able to present some 
of the finest of contemporary theatre, 
dance and music at premium arts venues 
including the Royal Festival Hall, Barbican 
Theatre and the Globe.

As the Indian economy continues to 
grow, the world is curious about India and 
everything Indian. From exotic locations: 
Ladhak to Hampi and Ajanta & Ellora to 
Murshidabad and Varanasi, to a diverse, 
dynamic and an extremely alive cultural 
matrix, we have a lot to offer. India needs 
to create a counter-narrative to that of 
rapes, murders and religious extremism, 
absconding businessmen and less then 
scrupulous business practices that make 
headlines the world over. The arts can be 
an anchor for this emerging narrative; not 
only do they create jobs but also educate 
and enlighten.

As the third industrial revolution fades 
away and we look to the fourth, which will 
be the coming together of creativity and 
technology, India is well-placed to be a 
world leader. Unfortunately, our policies 
and government are yet to seize the mo-
ment and set in place incentives and a 
route map to the future.

(Sanjoy K. Roy, an entrepreneur of 
the arts, is the Managing Director of 

Teamwork Arts, which produces over 
25 highly acclaimed festivals across 40 

cities worldwide and includes the world’s 
largest free literary gathering — the 

annual ZEE Jaipur Literature Festival)

Global Perception of India Has Taken a Beating 

Creating International Platforms for Indian Arts 
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Five militants, five 
civilians killed in Kashmir 

Modi says Congress ignoring Dalits, insulting Ambedkar

Employed youths joining militancy calls for 
‘serious introspection’— Omar Abdullah 

Ten lakh bankers to launch strike in May-end

Mastermind of SSC 
cheating syndicate 
arrested 

Goa mining lease: Lokayukta 
summons former CM Parsekar

No precedent of govt. returning collegium’s recommendation — SC judge 

Two killed, woman pilot injured in car accident in Gurgaon

AMU students not anti-national, don’t harbour 
pro-Pak feeling— ex-VC Zameer Uddin Shah 

PTI

Security personnel stops a bike rider during curfew-like restrictions imposed to maintain law and order in Srinagar on Sunday.

PTI

Narendra Modi (File Photo)

PTI

Rapid Action Force  personnel stand guard outside SMB Inter College during a protest by Hindu Jagaran 
Manch activists over the issue of Muhammad Ali Jinnah’s portrait, in Aligarh on Sunday. 

Srinagar, May 6 (IANS): 
Security forces on Sunday 
killed five militants, includ-
ing an assistant profes-
sor of Kashmir University 
who had joined their ranks, 
leading to major street pro-
tests that claimed another 
five civilian lives, officials 
said.

Director General of 
Police S.P. Vaid said the 
five militants died after 
being trapped in a house 
in Badigam village in Sho-
pian district. “Well done 
boys - Army/CRPF/J&K 
Police,” the officer tweeted. 
Para commandos of the 
army were also deployed 
to help fight the holed-up 
militants during Sunday’s 
gunfight.

The security forces in-
cluding Rashtriya Rifles, 
Special Operations Group 
(SOG) of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Police and the 
Central Reserve Police 
Force (CRPF) surrounded 

Badigam following an alert 
about the presence of mili-
tants.

The slain militants were 
identified as Saddam Padd-
ar, a Hizbul Mujahideen 
commander, Tawseef 
Sheikh, Molvi Bilal, Adil 
Ahmad and Muhammad 
Rafi Bhat, the professor 
who according to police 
had joined militant ranks.

Paddar was a close as-
sociate of Burhan Wani, 
who was killed in July 2016 
in Kokernag in Anantnag 
district. Once the secu-
rity forces relized that he 
too was holed up with the 
militants, police took his 
mother, wife and brother 
to Badigam village to per-
suade him to surrender.

As the security forces 
took on the militants, a 
large number of civilians 
poured out of their homes 
to attack the security per-
sonnel with stones. 

This led to more po-

lice action, leading to the 
death of five civilians. One 
of them was Adil Ahmad, 
who succumbed to inju-
ries at the Kulgam district 
hospital. 

Three other civilians, 
Sajad Ahmad of Anantnag 
district, Zubair Ahmad of 
Pulwama and Yasir Ah-
mad of Shopian, also suc-
cumbed to their injuries. 
Earlier, Asif Ahmad of Ro-
hmou village of Pulwama 
died in a Srinagar hospital 
due to injuries suffered in 
the clashes.

Over a dozen civilians 
were injured in the clashes 
between the protesters and 
the security forces. A mob 
torched two fire tenders 
during the protests.

Authorities later hand-
ed over the professor’s 
body to his family for bur-
ial in Chunduna village in 
Ganderbal district.

After the professor’s 
death, former Chief Minis-

ter Omar Abdullah tweet-
ed: “Sadly this is also an 
answer to those who claim 
jobs and development are 
the solution to the violence 
and alienation in Kashmir.

“This is another tragic 
development in a steady 
stream of tragedies in 
Kashmir.”. Mobile Internet 
services in south Kashmir 
and in Ganderbal district 
have been suspended to 
prevent the spread of ru-
mours. One civilian with 
critical injuries has been 
shifted to Srinagar for treat-
ment. Later on Sunday, 
separatist leaders called a 
protest march and a sit-in 
outside the Civil Secre-
tariat here on Monday to 
denounce the killings of 
civilians and militants in 
the Kashmir Valley.

He urged everyone to 
move towards the Civil Sec-
retariat and stage a peace-
ful ‘dharna’ “till the daily 
carnage is not stopped”.

Bengaluru, May 6 (PTI): 
As Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi continues to 
hurl barbs such as “seed-
ha rupaiah sarkar” to tar-
get him, Karnataka Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah 
today lashed out at him 
for making “personal at-
tacks” and speaking at a 
“low level”.

The prime minister 
was using a language that 
did not befit the office he 
held, the Congress leader 
said, taking exception to 
Modi calling his dispen-
sation a “10 per cent gov-
ernment” and “seedha 
rupaiah sarkar” while at-
tacking him over alleged 
corruption.

Siddaramaiah also 
mocked the Karnataka 
BJP, saying it solely de-
pended on the prime 
minister as regards the 
May 12 state Assembly 
polls as it had no leader 
with a “face value”.

“We expected a digni-
fied language from him 
(Modi). But what he spoke 
was the BJP’s language 
and not the one of a civi-
lised person. 

He spoke at a very low 
level...this is not the lan-
guage of the prime min-
ister,” he told reporters 
here.

The chief minister said 
it was expected that Modi 
would speak about the 
BJP-led central govern-

ment’s achievements and 
criticise the Congress gov-
ernment in Karnataka.

Maintaining that he 
neither made personal 
comments nor used un-
parliamentary words, Sid-
daramiah said, “When he 
(Modi) spoke in an un-
civilised manner, initially I 
thought I would not react.

 But I was forced to 
attack him because oth-
erwise, the people would 
have perceived it as the 
truth.” 

At all his election ral-
lies in poll-bound Karna-
taka, Modi has made a 
scathing attack on the Sid-
daramaiah regime, saying 
it was a “gold medallist” in 
corruption and calling it a 
“seedha rupaiah govern-
ment” (corrupt), a pun-
ning allusion to the chief 

minister’s name.
Referring to Modi call-

ing his dispensation a “10 
per cent government,” 
Siddaramaiah wanted to 
know if the prime minis-
ter had any evidence to 
back his charge.

“He has all the central 
agencies. If he has any 
evidence, he should make 
it public...Modi is dem-
onstrating his triviality by 
making personal attacks,” 
he said.

Accusing Modi of not 
honouring any of his 
promises in the last four 
years, Siddaramaiah said, 
“He has totally failed. He 
is lying to hide his failure.” 

Hitting out at the Kar-
nataka BJP, he said it was 
entirely dependent on 
Modi for the upcoming 
state Assembly polls.

“The BJP is entirely 
dependent on Modi in 
this election. 

They don’t have peo-
ple with a face value, be it 
Yeddyurappa, Eshwarap-
pa, Ananth Kumar, Anan-
thkumar Hegde or Jagad-
ish Shettar. A BJP MLA 
has told me that they are 
dependent on Modi,” the 
chief minister claimed.

Referring to Modi’s 
charge that then Congress 
chief Sonia Gandhi had 
objected to a solution to 
the Mahadayi inter-state 
river water issue involving 
Goa and Karnataka, Sid-
daramaiah said she was 
not the prime minister 
then.

Modi was deliberately 
misleading the people 
and lying to hide his fail-
ures in the last four years, 
he said, adding that the 
people would not buy it.

Attacking the prime 
minister over his “sabka 
sath, sabka vikas” slogan, 
Siddaramaiah pointed 
out that the BJP had not 
fielded a single Christian 
or Muslim candidate in 
the Karnataka polls.

Stating that the Kar-
nataka election would be 
a three-cornered contest 
between the Congress, 
BJP and JD(S), he accused 
the saffron party of “ex-
perimenting communal-
ism” in the coastal region 
of the southern state.

Srinagar, May 6 (PTI): National Confer-
ence working president Omar Abdullah 
said today that educated and gainfully 
employed young men joining militancy 
in Jammu and Kashmir calls for a “seri-
ous introspection” by the Centre and 
the state.

Abdullah said the “alarming situa-
tion” in Kashmir has again highlighted 
the need for a sustained dialogue “with 
all stakeholders”.

“When educated, gainfully em-
ployed young men choose the path of 
militancy - it should serve as a wake-up 
call for those who have turned a deaf 
ear towards repeated pleas for dialogue 
with all stakeholders to find a solution 
to this quagmire,” he said at a public 
meeting in Drass town in Ladakh re-
gion. The situation calls for “serious 
introspection” at the central and the 
state level.

“Turning a blind eye towards the 
alarming situation won’t change reality. 
The growing levels of alienation and 
isolation are alarming signs and need to 
be acknowledged and addressed politi-
cally,” Abdullah said.

His remarks came as parts of Kash-
mir remained tense. Five Hizbul Mu-
jahideen militants, including a com-
mander and a fresh recruit - a university 
professor, were killed in an encounter 

between security forces in Shopian 
district today.

As the encounter progressed, clash-
es broke out between groups of stone-
pelting youths and security forces near 
the encounter site, leading to injuries to 
several protesters.

Also, the Kashmir University sus-
pended classes for two days from to-
morrow as a precautionary measure. 
Mobile Internet services have already 
been snapped in south Kashmir dis-
tricts and Ganderbal in central Kashmir.

Speaking at the public meeting, 
Abdullah also said that the PDP-BJP 
government has neglected the people 
of Drass and brought development 
projects started by the NC government 
to a standstill. “The power projects initi-
ated for this region have been shelved 
for reasons best known to the current 
government,” he said.

“NC has always had a vision of 
equal and balanced development of all 
regions and we will continue to remain 
dedicated to people of all regions of the 
state, especially those areas that have 
been neglected and sidelined,” he said.

The former chief minister said 
Jammu and Kashmir is “reeling under a 
failure of politics and imagination” and 
the ruling dispensation seems more 
interested to remain in power.

Chennai, May 6 (IANS): Over 10 
lakh bankers in government and 
private banks will go on a two-day 
strike by the end of May if the gov-
ernment does not ask the Indian 
Banks Association (IBA) to make an 
improved offer, said a leader of the 
All India Bank Employees Associa-
tion (AIBEA).

“It is a matter of shame that 
while thousands of crores of rupees 
are written off from profits towards 
bad loans of big corporates, the 

genuine demands of bank employ-
ees are being denied in this fash-
ion,” C.H. Venkatachalam, General 
Secretary, AIBEA, said on Sunday.

Wage revision talks between 
the United Forum of Bank Unions 
(UFBU) -- an umbrella body of bank 
unions -- and IBA representing 
various banks held in Mumbai on 
Saturday ended in a failure.

Venkatachalam said the IBA of-
fered an increase of 2 per cent over 
the total wage bill of the banks as on 

March 31, 2017.
In the last 10th Bipartite Wage 

Settlement that was made effective 
from November 1, 2012, IBA had 
agreed for a hike of 15 per cent in-
crease over the total wage bill.

While the government had 
asked the IBA to conclude the wage 
revision settlement before Novem-
ber 1, 2017, the latter has been de-
laying, Venkatachalam added.

Wage revision for bankers is due 
from November 1, 2017.

New Delhi, May 6 (PTI): A Delhi govern-
ment clerk, suspected to be the mas-
termind of a crime syndicate helping 
candidates cheat the online examination 
conducted by the Staff Selection Com-
mission, has been arrested here, police 
said today.

With the arrest of Harpal Singh, 33, on 
Friday, the total number of gang members 
arrested in the case has reached 10. An up-
per division clerk in trade and tax depart-
ment, he had been on the run since the 
syndicate was busted in March.

Singh was the main driver behind the 
gang, who had planned the process to 
cheat the computer-based examination, 
police said. The gang members used to 
assist candidates via a remote-access ap-
plication, Team Viewer.

Last month, Delhi Police arrested five 
persons in connection with the matter. 
Another four were arrested in March, 
when the case was transferred to the crime 
Branch from the north district police.

The candidates were charged between 
Rs 5 and Rs 10 lakh.

The gang allegedly had developed a 
network with examination centres and 
computer labs in various cities. The SSC 
outsources the conduct of the examina-
tion to labs such as these.

Panaji, May 6 (PTI): Former 
Goa Chief Minister Laxmikant 
Parsekar has been summoned 
to depose before the Lokayukta 
tomorrow in connection with 
the renewal of mining leases in 
the state.

Goa Foundation, an NGO, 
had filed a complaint with 
Lokayukta, Justice (retd) P K 
Misra, and had alleged that the 
renewal of these mining leases 
appeared to be the result of 
“corrupt acts”.

“Parsekar has been sum-
moned by the Lokayukta to 
appear before it and depose in 
connection with the case filed 
against him,” a senior Lokay-
ukta official told PTI today.

The complainant urged the 
Lokayukta to probe the circum-
stances that led to the renewal 
of 88 mining leases in the state 
to various private firms, includ-
ing a multinational company, 
between November 1, 2014 and 
January 12, 2015.

The 88 mining leases re-
newed during this period had 
an annual production capacity 
of 44 million tonnes, the NGO 
stated in its complaint.

These mining leases were 
quashed by the Supreme Court 
on February 7 this year.

Apart from Parsekar, the Goa 
Foundation has named then 
state mining secretary Pawan 
Kumar Sain and current director 
of Goa mines and geology Pras-
anna Acharya in its complaint.

The Goa Foundation had al-
leged that these renewals were 
an abuse of power by those 
named in the complaint and 
were done to benefit these firms 
and private individuals.

“As a result of these renew-
als, they benefited by operating 
the mining leases allocated for 
nearly three years from 2015 to 
2018, till the Supreme Court set 
them aside,” the NGO stated.

The NGO has said that all 
the three persons be charged 
under section 13(1)(d) of the 
Prevention of Corruption Act.

Parsekar, when contacted, 
said that he would not be able 
to appear before the Lokayukta 
tomorrow as his daughter was 
getting married on Tuesday.

He said that his lawyer 
would seek another date to ap-
pear before the Lokayukta.

Kochi, May 6 (PTI): The 
government’s decision to 
send back the Supreme 
Court collegium’s recom-
mendation for elevation 
of Uttarakhand Chief 
Justice K M Joseph as a 
judge of the top court 
was unprecedented and 
needed more detailed dis-
cussions, Justice Kurian 
Joseph, a member of the 
collegium, said today.

“Things that should 
not have happened had 
happened -- that is the 
general feeling,” the apex 
court judge told reporters 
on the sidelines of a func-
tion here.

He was replying to a 
question on the Centre 
returning the recommen-
dation of the collegium 
and asking it to reconsider 
Justice K M Joseph’s eleva-
tion to the apex court.

“There is no prece-
dent of the names recom-
mended by the collegium 
being returned (by the 
Centre). So, more detailed 
discussions should take 
place (on the matter),” 
the Supreme Court judge 
said, without elaborating 
further.

The collegium had, on 
May 2, deferred a decision 
on the issue of reconsid-

ering its recommenda-
tion to elevate Justice K M 
Joseph, after it was sent 
back by the government 
last month.

T h e  f i v e - m e m b e r 
collegium, comprising 
Chief Justice of India Di-
pak Misra and justices J 
Chelameswar, Ranjan Go-
goi, Madan B Lokur and 
Kurian Joseph, met after 
the apex court’s work-
ing hours, but no deci-
sion was taken as certain 
differences between the 
members could not be re-
solved. The Centre, while 
returning the file of Justice 
Joseph to the collegium, 

had also mentioned that 
judges from various high 
courts had not found a 
place in the apex court.

The government had, 
on April 26, declined to 
accept the recommenda-
tion of the collegium and 
asked it to reconsider Jus-
tice Joseph’s name.

Malhotra was sworn 
in as a Supreme Court 
judge on April 27. In an 
unprecedented move, 
justices Chelameswar, 
Gogoi, Lokur and Joseph 
had called a press meet in 
January and highlighted 
certain issues in the ju-
diciary.

Gurgaon, May 6 (PTI): 
Two men were killed and a 
woman pilot was injured 
after a SUV hit their car 
at an underpass of the 
16-lane Golf Course road 
this morning, police said.

The accident took 
place around 5 am. 

The victims were tak-
en to Neel Kanth hospital 

where the driver, Vinod 
Yadav, and security guard 
Kishor Kumar died of 
multiple injuries during 
treatment, a senior police 
officer said.

“Swarn Gayatri, a pilot 
of Indigo airlines, sitting 
in the rear seat is battling 
for life. She was referred 
to Medanta hospital,” he 

said.
“Gayatri, a resident 

of Gurgaon, had hired a 
private cab to go to the 
airport. When the car 
reached the Sikandar-
pur underpass, a speed-
ing SUV coming from the 
wrong side hit it head on,” 
the officer said.

During investigation 

it was found that the oc-
cupants of the SUV man-
aged to escape from spot 
after the accident, he 
added. “We have regis-
tered a case and seized 
the vehicle. Efforts are on 
to identify and nab the 
occupants of the SUV”, 
Ravinder Kumar, PRO, 
Gurgaon police, said.

New Delhi, May 6 (PTI): 
Aligarh Muslim University 
(AMU) students are not 
anti-national and they do 
not harbour any pro-Paki-
stan feelings, university’s 
former vice chancellor 
Lt Gen (retired) Zameer 
Uddin Shah today said, 
amid a controversy over 
a portrait of Muhammad 
Ali Jinnah on its campus.

His remarks come days 
after protests and violence 
rocked the AMU campus 
over the portrait of Paki-
stan founder Jinnah in 
the students union office 
of the university. An in-
definite sit-in and boycott 
of academic activities by 
students over the issue en-
tered the fourth day today.

Shah said the matter 
could have been amica-
bly settled had Aligarh 
MP Satish Gautam, who 
is also a member of the 
AMU Court, raised the 
issue with the university 
authorities.

But, Gautam wrote to 
AMU authorities about the 
portrait and sent the letter 

by ordinary post which 
took five days to reach 
them. In the meantime, 
Shah said, the MP released 
the letter to the press and 
right-wingers, who resort-

ed to arm-twisting.
He had said the same 

thing in a video he put out 
on social media yesterday. 

When asked what 
prompted him to put the 

video out yesterday, Shah 
told PTI that he believed 
in what Martin Luther 
King had once remarked 
in the end, we will re-
member not the words 

of our enemies but the 
silence of our friends . 

After watching the vid-
eos of AMU students be-
ing chased by the police 
and being “mercilessly 
beaten up”, he felt it was 
time to speak out against 
this “injustice”.

“Demands for ‘Aazadi’ 
do not mean freedom 
from our great coun-
try. What the students 
were yelling but was not 
shown by the media was 
‘aazadi’ from opression, 
arm-twisting by ultra-
nationalists, and unfair 
treatment,” said Shah, 
who served as AMU V-C 
from 2012 to 2017.

The retired Lt General 
stressed that the projec-
tion of the AMU in the 
media runs counter to 
the Ganga-Jamni culture, 
which the university has 
always stood for. 

“The AMU is one of 
the leading universities of 
the country and it should 
not be given a bad name 
for no fault of theirs,” he 
said. 



Islamabad, May 6 (PTI): 
Two neighbouring coal 
mines collapsed after gas 
explosions in Pakistan’s 
southwestern Balochistan 
province, killing 23 people, 
officials said today.

The first accident oc-
curred in Marwaarh, 45 
kilometres east of provin-
cial capital Quetta, due to 
a gas explosion yesterday.

The roof caved in fol-
lowing the blast triggered 
by the accumulation of 
methane gas, killing 16 
miners, Deputy Commis-
sioner Farrukh Atique told 
PTI.

“We have recovered 
all the 16 bodies from the 
rubble caused by the col-
lapse in the coal mine,” 
Atique said.

There were 30 labour-
ers inside the mine when 
the explosion occurred. 
All the injured miners were 
rescued and taken to the 
hospital.

Rescue officials said 
a dozen of the dead min-
ers belonged to Shangla 
district of Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa.

“The collapse appar-
ently took place because 
of a gas explosion and the 
miners working at that 
time were trapped inside. 
Some died on the spot, 
while others who were 
badly injured breathed 

their last under the rub-
ble,” Atique said.

Chief of Provincial Dis-
aster Management Au-
thority (PDMA) Muham-
mad Tariq also confirmed 
that 16 miners had been 
killed.

Hours later, another 
coal mine collapsed in 
Sooranj area, in which 
seven miners were killed, 
Geo TV reported.

Two workers were res-

cued in an unconscious 
state, while bodies of two 
miners were recovered last 
night, an official said.

The rescue operation 
resumed this morning and 
bodies of remaining five 
labourers were recovered. 

Mining is considered 
highly dangerous in Paki-
stan where dozens of min-
ers are killed each year due 
to lack of modern min-
ing facilities, training and 

equipment.
According to the Pa-

kistan Central Mines La-
bour Federation (PCMLF), 
about 100 to 200 labour-
ers die on average in coal 
mine accidents every year.

Last month, at least 11 
miners were killed in two 
separate mining incidents 
in Darra Adam Khel area 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
and Jhelum district of 
Punjab.

Seoul, May 6 (PTI/AFP): North Ko-
rea today warned Washington that 
claiming Pyongyang was forced into 
talks by US pressure risked return-
ing the peninsula “back to square 
one”, as the world awaits a landmark 
summit between Kim Jong Un and 
Donald Trump.

The pair are set for the first ever 
face-to-face meeting between a sit-
ting American president and North 
Korean leader, with a date and venue 
to be announced soon, Trump said 
Friday.

Their meeting comes after a 
historic summit between Kim and 
South Korean President Moon Jae-
in in the demilitarised zone that 
divides their countries, during which 
Kim gave a tentative commitment 
to ridding the North of its nuclear 
weapons and facilities.

Trump has credited his “maxi-
mum pressure” campaign of tough 
rhetoric and tightened sanctions 
for a breakthrough with Pyongyang, 
saying last week that Washington’s 
“strength is going to keep us out of 
nuclear war”.

But  a  spokesman for  the 
North’s foreign ministry accused 
the US of “deliberately provoking” 
Pyongyang in an effort to under-
mine the current “atmosphere of 
dialogue”.

Describing Pyongyang’s recent 
move as a “sign of weakness” would 
“not be conducive” to talks, and may 
“bring the situation back to square 
one”, he added.

The spokesman did not explicitly 
mention the Kim-Trump summit, 
and Pyongyang has yet to make 
any formal announcement of their 
planned meeting.

Tensions have run high between 
the two men over the last year, with 
both leaders trading threats of war 
and colourful personal insults that 
sparked global concern.

But in a dramatic diplomatic 
turnaround, Kim vowed with Moon 
to seek denuclearisation and pur-
sue a formal end to the 1950-53 
Korean War through a peace treaty 
with Seoul.

Kim also pledged to close its nu-
clear test site this month and invited 
US experts and journalists to verify 
the move. 

Moscow, May 6 (PTI/AP): Russians 
angered by the impending inaugu-
ration of Vladimir Putin to a new 
term as president protested today 
in scores of cities across the country 
and police responded by reportedly 
arresting more than 1,600 of them.

Among those arrested was pro-
test organizer Alexei Navalny, the 
anti-corruption campaigner who is 
Putin’s most prominent foe.

Police seized Navalny by the 
arms and legs and carried the 
thrashing activist from Moscow’s 
Pushkin Square, where thousands 
were gathered for an unauthorised 
protest.

Police also used batons against 
protesters who chanted “Putin is 
a thief!” and “Russia will be free!” 
Demonstrations under the slogan 
“He is not our czar” took place 
throughout the country, from 
Yakutsk in the far northeast to St 
Petersburg and Kaliningrad on the 
fringes of Europe.

The protests demonstrated that 
Navalny’s opposition, although 
considered beleaguered by Russian 

officials and largely ignored by state-
controlled television, has sizeable 
support in much of the country.

“I think that Putin isn’t worthy 
of leading this country. He has been 
doing it for 18 years and has done 
nothing good for it,” said Moscow 
demonstrator Dmitry Nikitenko.

“He should leave for good.” OVD-
Info, an organization that monitors 
political repression, said late Satur-
day that at least 1,607 people had 
been detained at demonstrations in 
20 Russian cities. It said 704 were ar-
rested in Moscow alone, and another 
229 in St Petersburg.

Moscow police said about 300 
people were detained in the capital, 
state news agencies said, and there 
was no official countrywide tally.

“Let my son go!” Iraida Nikolaeva 
screamed, running after police in 
Moscow when they detained her 
son. “He did not do anything! Are 
you a human or not? Do you live in 
Russia or not?” Navalny was to be 
charged with disobeying police, an 
offense that carries a sentence of up 
to 15 days, news reports said, though 

when he would face a judge was 
not immediately clear. Navalny has 
served several multi-week stretches 
in jail on similar charges.

In St Petersburg, police blocked 
off a stretch of Nevsky Prospekt as 
a crowd of about 1,000 marched 
along the renowned avenue. Video 
showed some demonstrators being 
detained.

Putin is to be inaugurated for a 
new six-year term on Monday after 
winning re-election in March with 
77 per cent of the vote. Navalny had 
hoped to challenge him on the ballot 
but was blocked because of a felony 
conviction in a case that supporters 
regard as falsified in order to mar-
ginalise him.

Navalny has called nationwide 
demonstrations several times in the 
past year, and their turnout has rat-
tled the Kremlin. 

Today’s protests attracted crowds 
of hundreds in cities that are far 
remote from Moscow, challenging 
authorities’ contention that Navalny 
and other opposition figures appeal 
only to a small, largely urban elite.

Gaza City (Palestinian 
Territories), May 6 (PTI/
AFP): Israel struck a fa-
cility of the Gaza Strip’s 
Hamas rulers overnight, 
the movement’s military 
wing said today, with the 
Israeli army saying it was 
reacting to kite-borne fire 
bombings. 

A military spokes-
woman said it was a direct 
response to a new Pales-
tinian tactic of flying kites 
with firebombs attached 
across the Gaza border 
into Israel to set farmers’ 
fields alight.

“Last night an aircraft 
struck a terror post be-
longing to the Hamas ter-
ror organisation adjacent 
to the security fence in 
the northern Gaza Strip,” 
a spokeswoman told AFP, 
without describing the 
target.

Hamas’s Ezzedine al-
Qassam Brigades military 
wing said in a statement 
that it was a border ob-
servation post and that 
nobody was injured in the 
attack.

“The strike was in re-
sponse to an incident that 
took place yesterday in 
which terrorists launched 
burning incendiaries in 
an attempt to light fires in 
Israeli territory,” the Israeli 
spokeswoman said.

Israeli media have in 

recent days reported sig-
nificant damage to farms 
due to kite-flown Molotov 
cocktails, though the de-
vices face difficult odds in 
making it across the fence 
while staying alight.

Forty-nine Palestinians 
have been killed by Israeli 
forces since protests and 
clashes began along the 
Gaza border on March 30, 
and hundreds of others 
have been wounded by 
gunfire.

Demonstrators are de-
manding the right to re-
turn to their homes seized 
by Israel in 1948, which 
Israel argues would effec-
tively spell the end of their 
country as a Jewish state.

No Israelis have been 
hurt in the weeks of pro-
tests and the military has 
faced international criti-
cism for its use of live am-
munition.

The Israeli military 
spokeswoman made a 
point of adding that the 
latest strike had no con-
nection to a so-far un-
explained explosion in 
the central Gaza Strip on 
Saturday which killed six 
Hamas fighters.

Ezzedine al-Qassam 
said the dead were all its 
members and blamed 
Israel for the explosion, 
without providing details 
or proof. 

London, May 6 (PTI): In a major goof up, 
up to 1,500 junior doctors in the UK who 
were offered posts as registrars have had 
their job offers withdrawn, with authorities 
blaming human error for the mistake that 
has left many emotionally and financially 
stressed. Last week, the Royal College of 
Physicians (RCP) discovered a significant 
number of candidates were credited 
with the wrong score, because of an error 
transferring data from one computer pro-
gramme to another - and may therefore 
have received an incorrect job offer.

The RCP, which oversaw the recruit-
ment, has apologised, blaming human 
error. It said the process would have to be 
re-run, the BBC reported.

In a statement, the British Medical As-
sociation said it was “appalled”.

“We cannot express how unacceptable 
we find this situation,” adding: “This has 
caused extreme anxiety for trainees.” 

The junior doctors were alerted to the 
error on Friday. Fellow doctors described 

juniors as being in tears.
Many were set to uproot their families 

to take up the job offers, selling homes, 
putting offers down on houses, moving 
children to new schools and partners 
resigning from jobs to find new ones, the 
report said. ST3 Recruitment is a nationally 
co-ordinated system for recruiting doctors 
across England, Scotland and Wales into a 
broad range of specialities.

Last month, after attending interviews, 
up to 1,500 junior doctors received job of-
fers in 24 different medical fields.

Each candidate was given a score 
which determined how likely they were to 
get their choice of hospital and specialty.

On Friday, the RCP wrote to all those 
who had offers, advising them that the of-
fer was being rescinded.

“We are deeply sorry that it has been 
necessary to rerun the ST3 offer process 
due to a mistake in this round of process-
ing,” states the letter from the RCP.

“We have taken this approach to be 

fair to all candidates which can only be 
achieved with the real scores used.” 

Speaking on behalf of the junior doc-
tors, the BMA issued a statement, lament-
ing “the impact - both emotionally and 
financially - it is having on junior doctors 
across the UK”.

Chairs Chaand Nagpaul and Jeeves 
Wijesuriya said they had spoken at length 
with Professor Jane Dacre, president of the 
RCP, “to articulate the strength of feeling”.

“We have heard from trainees who 
have, after receiving these job offers, put 
down deposits on homes, arranged moves 
or whose families had adjusted their 
plans,” they said.

“We have conveyed our expectation 
that college will support and compensate 
these trainees for any inconvenience.” 

Liver doctor Ben Hudson said juniors 
were “in tears” while the RCP was “care-
lessly playing with people’s futures”.

The statement added that the BMA 
would be taking legal advice regarding 

possible breach of contract, and compen-
sation.

The RCP said the error was discovered 
on Thursday and the college had worked 
as quickly as they could to identify the 
nature and extent of the problem.

The offer process is scheduled to begin 
again on May 14, the report said.

“We appreciate what a worrying time 
this is for you and will provide as much in-
formation as we can, when we can, so you 
know what is happening,” the RCP stated 
in a letter sent out on Friday.

The RCP added that those doctors who 
had accepted offers - and made significant 
plans and commitments based on those 
offers - would be treated on a case-by-case 
basis. “We set the highest standards for 
our work and expect to be held to them. 
We have not met them here and are truly 
sorry,” it said.

“We will learn from our mistake and 
make any changes necessary to fix it,” the 
RCP added.

Khost (Afghanistan), May 6 (PTI/
AFP): A blast at a voter registra-
tion centre in Afghanistan’s res-
tive east today killed or wounded 
at least 30 people, officials said, 
capping a bloody week in the 
war-torn country.

The bomb had been placed in 
a tent being used to register vot-
ers on the grounds of a mosque, 
Khost provincial police chief Ab-
dul Hanan Zadran told AFP.

“A crowd of people who had 
come out of the mosque had 
gathered to register” when the 
blast took place, he said, putting 
the casualty toll at “about 30”.

But provincial deputy direc-

tor of public health Gul Moham-
mad Mangal told AFP at least 12 
people had been killed and 33 
wounded in the explosion.

Mangal warned the toll could 
rise, with several of the wounded 
in a critical condition.

“Ambulances are still bringing 
more people,” he added.

It was the latest attack on 
election preparations and comes 
almost a week after 25 people 
were killed in a double bombing 
in the Afghan capital Kabul.

Nine journalists including 
AFP chief photographer Shah 
Marai were among the dead. BBC 
reporter Ahmad Shah was killed 

in a separate attack in Khost 
province.

The latest assault on a voter 
registration centre is likely to de-
ter more people from signing up 
for the long-delayed parliamen-
tary and district council elections 
scheduled for October 20.

On April 22 a suicide bomber 
blew himself up outside a voter 
registration centre in Kabul, kill-
ing 60 people and wounding 
more than 100.

Just over 1.2 million adults 
had registered by Saturday, three 
weeks after the two-month long 
process began, data compiled by 
the Independent Election Com-

mission (IEC) showed.
The IEC, which is oversee-

ing preparations for the vote, 
hopes to register up to 14 million 
adults at more than 7,000 polling 
centres.

But if the current trend were 
to continue, fewer than three mil-
lion people would be registered 
by the mid-June deadline.

Authorities have deployed 
planes to drop leaflets in a 
number of provinces raising 
awareness about the elections, 
which are seen as a test run for 
next year’s presidential poll.

A radio and television cam-
paign is also under way and civil 

servants have been granted a day 
off to sign up.

The IEC has placed many 
of the voter registration centres 
inside schools and mosques, 
triggering concerns that students 
and worshippers could be at risk.

Another hurdle to voter regis-
tration is a sticker placed on na-
tional identification certificates 
showing the holder has signed up 
for the poll.

There are concerns that the 
stickers could put voters in res-
tive districts at risk of being tar-
geted by Taliban or Islamic State 
militants who have signalled they 
intend to disrupt the elections.

Lahore, May 6 (PTI): Pa-
kistan’s Interior Minister 
Ahsan Iqbal was injured 
today in an assassination 
attempt when an uniden-
tified man opened fire at 
him in Punjab province 
after he addressed a politi-
cal rally, police said.

Iqbal, 59, a senior Paki-
stan Muslim League-Na-
waz (PML-N) leader, was 
hit by a bullet on his right 
shoulder in the attack, the 
police said.

The incident took place 
when the US-educated 
leader was leaving the rally 
in his native Narowal dis-
trict, about 150 kms from 
here.

The minister was ini-
tially rushed to a nearby 
hospital in Narowal, but 
arrangements were be-
ing made to airlift him to 
Lahore for further medical 
treatment, family sources 
said.

An initial report issued 
by the police said that 
Iqbal’s bone was fractured 
in the attack.

Prime Minister Sha-
hid Khaqan Abbasi con-

demned the attack and 
called for an immediate 
report into the incident 
from top police officials of 
Punjab province.

Punjab Chief Minister 
Shahbaz Sharif described 
the incident as an “assas-
sination attempt”, Dawn 
reported.

Iqbal’s son said that his 
father was out of danger.

The attacker fired with 
a 30-bore pistol from a dis-
tance of around 18 me-
tres. He was about to fire a 
second shot when he was 
apprehended, police said, 
adding that the weapon 
has been recovered.

The reason behind the 
attack was not immedi-
ately known.

The attack came ahead 
of general elections this 
year. Sharif said: “Just spoke 
to him and he is in high 
spirits.

“Those who indulged 
in this heinous act will be 
brought to justice. PML-N 
will not be browbeaten into 
submission. I am person-
ally overseeing the inves-
tigation”.

9WORLD
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Monday, May 7, 2018

PTI

FILE - This combination of two file photos shows U.S. President Donald Trump, left, speaking 
during a roundtable discussion on tax cuts in Cleveland, Ohio, May 5, 2018 and North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un, right, talking with South Korean President Moon Jae-in in Panmunjom, 
South Korea, April 27, 2018. With just weeks to go before President Trump and North Korean 
leader Kim are expected to hold their first-ever summit, Pyongyang on Sunday, May 6, 2018, 
criticized what it called “misleading” claims that Trump’s policy of maximum political pressure 
and sanctions are what drove the North to the negotiating table.

NEWS IN BRIEF
France expresses ‘firm disapproval’ 
of Trump’s gun law comments
Paris, May 6 (IANS): France has strongly criticized US 
President Donald Trump’s remarks suggesting more 
flexible arms rules in the country could have helped prevent 
deadly terrorist attacks in 2015. “France expresses its firm 
disapproval of President Trump’s comments about the Paris 
attacks on November 13, 2015 and demands that the memory 
of the victims be respected,” the French foreign ministry said 
in a statement on Saturday. 

Lanka JVP to push for abolition of 
presidency
Colombo, May 6 (PTI): Sri Lanka’s communist party 
JVP today said it would move the twentieth amendment 
to the Constitution seeking abolition of the all-powerful 
executive presidential system of governance. “We will soon 
start talking to Tamil and Muslim minority parties to get 
their support,” JVP senior member Vijitha Herath said. 
The Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP) is to move a private 
member’s bill in parliament to abolish the presidency. The 
primary intention of the 20th amendment is to abolish the 
Executive Presidency.

Israeli PM says better to confront 
Iran sooner than later
Jerusalem, May 6 (PTI/AP): Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu says Iran is supplying advanced 
weapons to Syria that pose a danger to Israel and that it’s 
better to confront Tehran sooner rather than later. Netanyahu 
told a Cabinet meeting Sunday that “we are determined 
to block Iran’s aggression against us even if this means a 
struggle. Better now than later.”  He added: “We do not 
want escalation but we are ready for any scenario.” Israel has 
repeatedly warned it will not tolerate a permanent Iranian 
military presence in neighboring Syria. Iran is a key ally of  
Syrian President Bashar Assad, and has provided crucial 
military aid to his forces.

AP/PTI

A Pakistani mine worker carries an injured colleague upon arrival at a hospital in Quetta, Pakistan, Saturday, 
May 5, 2018. A government official says a methane gas explosion in a coal mine has killed some miners 
and injured few in southwest Pakistan. 

23 killed as coal mines 
collapse in Pakistan

North Korea says peace talks 
not the result of US pressure

More than 1,600 arrested in 
Russia amid anti-Putin protests

Israel strikes Hamas Gaza 
post over kite attacks

1,500 junior doctors’ job offers in UK withdrawn after blunder

Dozens of casualties in blast at Afghan voter registration centre — Officials

Pakistan’s interior minister 
shot at in assassination attempt
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Post Malone to headline Billboard 
Music Awards after-party
Rapper Post Malone, who will be heading to the 2018 Billboard Music Awards as a 
nominee, will be headlining the official Billboard Music Awards after-party as well.
The rapper, who has scored 13 nominations across 12 categories for the ceremony on 
May 20, will keep the festivities going at Hakassan at the MGM Grand Hotel & Casino, 
reports billboard.com.  Stars like Ariana Grande, Camila Cabello, Dua Lipa and Shawn 
Mendes will be performing at the award gala, to be hosted by Kelly Clarkson. It will air 
in India on Vh1 on May 21. (IANS)

‘Avengers: Infinity War’ now 
fastest film to earn $1 bn worldwide

Sylvester Stallone to make Rambo 5

Preparations on in full swing 
for Sonam Kapoor’s wedding

Shabana Azmi named ambassador 
for project founded by Hillary Clinton

Rita Ora to release 
girl power anthem

Johnny Cash’s childhood home declared historic site

“A
vengers: 
Infinity 
War” has 
crossed 
$1 billion 

worldwide, setting the 
record for the fastest film 
to reach the milestone.

The Disney-Marvel 
film, which released 
on April 27, will take in 
around $122 million 
this weekend from 4,474 
North American loca-
tions, which, combined 
with its international 
total, will push it past the 
$1 billion mark, reports 
variety.com.

“Avengers: Infin-
ity War” is Marvel’s 
sixth film to reach that 
number, including the 
second most recent in-
stallment in the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe 
“Black Panther”.

“Avengers: Infinity 
War” brings together 
22 superheroes to fight 
one supervillain Thanos. 
Anthony and Joe Russo 
have brought the story 
alive on the big screen 
with actors like Robert 
Downey Jr, Mark Ruf-
falo, Benedict Cum-
berbatch and Scarlett 

Johansson. 
The film also fea-

tures Chris Evans, Chris 
Hemsworth, Chadwick 
Boseman and Tom Hol-
land.

The superhero tent-
pole opened to $257.6 
million last weekend, 
attaining the highest-
grossing opening week-
end of all time. 

The film got a flying 
start in India too by 
recording a gross box 
office collection of Rs 
120.9 crore in its opening 
weekend. 

IANS

T
he 71-year-old 
actor - who first 
played the Viet-
nam veteran in 
1982 - is said to 

be working on a script for 
the new movie, while his 
‘Expendables’ collabora-
tor Avi Lerner is on board 
to produce.

According to Screen 
International, the movie - 
which is expected to start 
shooting in September 
- will see Rambo’s path 
cross with a Mexican 
cartel.

The former soldier has 
been working at a ranch, 
but when the daughter 
of one of his friends is 

kidnapped, he crosses the 
US/Mexico border and 
finds himself up against 
one of the country’s most 
violent organisations.

Stallone was initially 
expected to direct the 
movie as well as star, but 
that’s not now believed to 
be the case.

John Rambo was the 
lead character in the 1972 
novel ‘First Blood’, written 
by David Morrell. The 
book was adapted into a 
film of the same name in 
1982.

The franchise then 
spawned sequels ‘Rambo: 
First Blood Part II’ in 1985 
and ‘Rambo III’ in 1988.

Whilst the former was 
a box office hit, the latter 
of the two flopped when 
it hit screens, and the 
character subsequently 
lay dormant until Stallone 
revived him for a 2008 
movie simply entitled 
‘Rambo’.

Stallone is currently 
working on another 
franchise, ‘Creed II’, the 
follow-up to Rocky spin-
off ‘Creed’, and earlier this 
year was filming ‘Expend-
ables 4’, despite previous 
speculation he’d quit the 
series.

In April 2017 Nu Im-
age/Millennium chief 
Lerner hinted Stallone 
had quit the franchise 
due to creative “disagree-
ments” with him, but 
admitted there was still 
a chance he could be in-
volved in the fourth film.

He said: “We’ve got 
disagreements with Sly, 
but we’ve had them for 
over a year and a half. 
Right now, each one has 
opinion. We agreed on 
95 per cent of things, but 
there are certain things in 
production we don’t agree 
on.

“I don’t think it’s over, 
but what write whatever 
you want. In my opinion, 
it’s not dead.”

Femalefirst.co.uk

W
ith just two days left for 
actor Sonam Kapoor’s 
wedding, the venues 
for various ceremonies 
have been lit up, while 

other decorations are underway.
The 32-year-old actor will tie the 

knot with boyfriend Anand Ahuja on 
Tuesday morning in a private ceremony 
at her aunt’s house at Bandra here.

The exteriors of the bungalow have 
been lit up, while security has been 
beefed up at the venue of her mehendi 
ceremony in the Bandra-Kurla Complex 
(BKC).

The mehendi ceremony will take place to-
morrow evening, and is expected to have the 
who’s who of Bollywood in attendance.

Sonam’s house has become a meeting 
spot for all her Bollywood friends like Var-
un Dhawan, Swara Bhasker, Jacqueline 
Fernandez and Karan Johar, with them 
rehearsing for the actor’s mehendi.

The Juhu bungalow has been 
decorated with diyas and candles.

The wedding ceremony on May 
8 will be followed by a grand recep-
tion in the evening at a five-star 
hotel in Andheri.

Sonam and Anand, who have been 
dating for over two years now, an-
nounced their wedding last week in an 
official joint statement.

PTI

S
inger Rita Ora 
has joined 
forces with 
rapper Cardi 
B and fellow 

singers Charli XCX and 
Bebe Rexha for a new girl 
power anthem.

Ora revealed the all-
star line-up for her forth-
coming single, appropri-
ately named “Girls”, on 
social media when she 
shared a photograph of a 
Scrabble board with each 
of the stars’ names and 
the song title spelt out, 

reports aceshowbiz.com.
Alongside the image, 

she wrote: “I’m so happy 
to finally announce my 
new single ‘Girls’ feat 
some amazing power-
ful women who have 
inspired me so much!”

The track, which is set 
for release on May 11, will 
mark her third collabo-
ration with Charli, after 
teaming up for “Doing 
it” in 2015, and the remix 
for “After the afterparty” 
in 2016.

IANS

T
he ‘Ring of Fire’ 
hitmaker lived 
in a five-room 
farmhouse in 
Dyess, Arkan-

sas, from the age of three 
right through high school 
and now the Arkansas 
Historic Preservation 
Program have an-
nounced the 1934 prop-
erty will be recognised as 
a historic site.

The house is currently 
owned by Arkansas State 
University, who spent 
$575,000 on buying, fur-
nishing, and landscaping 
the property, which was 
built as part of the Dyess 
Resettlement Colony by 
the Federal Emergency 
Relief Administration.

The abode was nomi-
nated for the register 
in December but it was 
sent back by a National 
Register historian, who 
advised more emphasis 
should be placed on 
the influence of Dyess 
on Johnny - who died 
in 2003 aged 71 - as a 
musician, rather than 
the original submission, 

which focused more on 
the architecture of the 
property.

Historian James 
Gabbert said: “The 
original nomination form 
presented a wealth of 
information about Cash 
and his family, and sim-
ply needed to be tweaked 
to justify listing it for that 
significance.

“The property has 
two separate but related 
and intertwined areas 
of significance -- the as-

sociation with the FERA 
and the Dyess colony, 
and the effect that being 
a part of that colony had 
on Johnny Cash’s devel-
opment as an artist.”

In the title of the origi-
nal nomination,it was 
submitted as ‘Farm No. 
266, Ray and Carrie Cash 
Home (Johnny Cash 
Boyhood Home)’, but the 
new submission listed it 
as ‘Farm No. 266, Johnny 
Cash Boyhood Home.’

Ruth Hawkins, direc-

tor of Arkansas State Uni-
versity’s Heritage Sites, 
is “thrilled” about the 
National Register listing.

She said: “People who 
visit this site typically 
leave with the comment, 
‘Now we understand 
where his music came 
from’.

“Clearly, who Johnny 
Cash became as a person 
and as a musician was 
shaped by his time in 
Dyess.”

Femalefirst.co.uk

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

11 am, 5 pm: Avengers: Infinity 
War (Eng) 3D
2 pm, 8 pm: Avengers : Infinity War 
(Eng) 2D

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

V
eteran actress and so-
cial activist Shabana 
Azmi has been nomi-
nated as the Global 
Leadership Ambas-

sador for Women in Public 
Service Project (WPSP), a Hillary 
Clinton-founded programme 
aimed at empowering the next 
generation of women around 
the world.

According to the official 
WPSP website, it is an in-
novative initiative to advance 
women to positions of influ-
ence in governments and civic 
organisations worldwide, and 
was founded by Clinton in 
partnership with the US De-
partment of State and the 
Seven Sister Colleg-
es of Barnard 
College, 
Bryn 
Mawr 
Col-
lege, 

Mount Holyoke College, Smith 
College and Wellesley College.

“I am honoured to be 
nominated as Global 

Leadership Ambassa-
dor for Women in Pub-
lic Service Project at 
Wilson Centre, USA,” 
Shabana tweeted on 
Sunday.

WPSP is a pro-
gramme of the Global 

Women’s Leadership 
Initiative. It also mobi-

lises women on issues 
of critical importance in 

public service. 
Shabana, who has 

been speaking up for 
women’s rights and 

has been 
working 

to-

wards uplifting women’s 
status in the society through her 
Mijwan Welfare Society, was con-
gratulated by actors like Tisca 
Chopra and Divya Dutta.

Acknowledging Tisca, Shaba-
na wrote: “Women leaders can 
change the world. When women 
have a seat at the table, they 
lend their unique perspective 
to policy decisions that impact 
them and their communities. I 
commend WPSP Director Gwen 
Young and Advisor Sumera 
Haque for this urgent project.”

While thanking Divya, who 
said Shabana was the “best 
one to bring in the change”, she 
wrote: “Representation is more 
than numbers we need to take 
account of where women are 
present or absent in decision 
making. Building data and evi-
dence base for women’s leader-
ship is critical.”

The veteran actress empha-
sised that WPSP’s goal of 50x50 is 
an important mission that needs 
people to step up and enable 
and empower more women to 
lead.

IANS
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NASA sends probe on mission 
to map out Mars’ interior

Western Ghats biodiversity is a significant source of moisture for monsoon

Google makes AI-powered 
emoji scavenger hunt

Smart patch for flexible monitoring of marine life

Smart microchip can help 
develop affordable IoT devices

Research management critical for Indian labs to become competitive

Washington, May 5 (IANS): NASA 
has moved a step closer to learn-
ing about the interior of Mars 
with the successful lift-off here on 
Saturday of a new probe.

The new InSight (Interior 
Exploration using Seismic In-
vestigations, Geodesy and Heat 
Transport) probe was launched 
on a United Launch Alliance Atlas 
V 401 rocket from Vandenberg Air 
Force Base for a six-month jour-
ney to the Red Planet, located at 
an average distance of 225 million 
km from Earth, Efe news reported.

“Humanity’s next mission to 
Mars has left the pad! NASAIn-
Sight heads into space for an ap-
proximately six-month journey to 

Mars where it will take the planet’s 
vital signs and help us understand 
how rocky planets formed,” NASA 
tweeted soon after the launch at 
7.05 a.m. (4.35 p.m. India time).

If the probe can slow down 
sufficiently and make a success-
ful touchdown in late November, 
its mission will be able to map 
Mars’ depths and allow scientists 
to broaden their understanding 
of how it and other rocky planets, 
like Earth, were formed more than 
4 billion years ago.

The lander has two main ob-
servational tools: a suite of seis-
mometres that will feel for trem-
ors (so-called “Mars quakes”) and 
provide information that scien-

tists can use to determine how the 
planet’s core, mantle and crust is 
layered. A heat-transfer probe that 
will burrow five metres beneath 
Mars’ surface to measure the heat 
flowing out of the planet’s interior.

It marks the first time a space 
mission has the lone objective 
of analyzing the interior of Mars, 
the second-smallest planet in the 
Solar System after Mercury.

Previous missions to Mars have 
captured images of its surface, 
studying rocks, digging into its soil 
and looking for evidence of the liq-
uid water that once flowed there.

“Ninety-nine-point-nine per 
cent of this planet has never been 
observed before,” Bruce Banerdt, 

InSight’s main investigator, told 
reporters prior to the launch. “And 
we’re going to go and observe it 
with our seismometer and with 
our heat flow probe for the very 
first time.”

The launch was originally to 
have taken place in March 2016, 
but a delay occurred due to a 
leak in the suite of seismometers’ 
vacuum container.

The mission, which will last 
nearly two years, is being largely 
financed and coordinated by the 
US, although several European 
countries -- primarily Germany 
and France, but also Spain and 
other nations -- also have made 
key contributions.

Pune, May 4 (India Sci-
ence Wire): The mountain 
range that runs along the 
west coast of peninsular 
India from Tamil Nadu 
through Kerala, Karna-
taka, and Goa to Maha-
rashtra is known as the 
Western Ghats and is very 
well known for its majestic 
beauty. It is also among 
the top eight biodiversity 
hotspots in the world. The 
Western Ghats host over 
400 species and 7 distinct 
vegetation types.

The Western Ghats are 
often in the news due to 
constant threat to their 
biodiversity. Forest cover 
has declined by up to 50% 
in parts of Uttara Kannada 
district of Karnataka and 
the evergreens in Kerala 
are facing a threat of ex-
tinction. The overall de-
forestation is reported to 
be accelerating over recent 
decades. In the meantime, 
water distribution remains 
a contentious issue among 
states in the region. What 
has not been understood 
clearly is just how critical 
a source of moisture the 
greenery of the Western 
Ghats is for some of the 
water-stressed states.

The Ghats run perpen-
dicular to the moisture-
laden southwest monsoon 
winds gusting in from the 
Arabian Sea, forcing the 
winds to climb the moun-
tain range to get over to 
the other side. This climb 
leads to an expansion of 
the winds since pressure 
decreases with height in 
the atmosphere and the 
expansion leads to a cool-
ing and thus condensa-
tion of the moisture, re-
sulting in annual rainfall 
ranging from 2000 mm 
to nearly 7800 mm. If you 
are hiking the Ghats dur-
ing the rainy season and 

San Francisco, May 6 
(IANS): Google has cre-
ated a new Artificial Intelli-
gence (AI) experiment that 
shows how the companys 
machine learning tools 
can be used to make fun 
little games.

Called emoji scaven-
ger hunt, the experiment 
asks the user to use a 
smartphone’s camera to 
find objects that match 
an emoji within a time 
limit. With each find, the 
time limit increases, The 
Verge reported on Sat-
urday.

This comes a few days 
ahead of Google’s I/O de-
veloper conference slated 
to be held from May 8 in 

California.
According to the re-

port, the company could 
announce some AI news. 
Google reportedly might 
update its AI camera app, 
Google Lens and its spe-
cialised AI chips known 
as TPUs.

Last month, Google 
gave users a (fun) glimpse 
of how far natural lan-
guage processing -- that 
deals with machine read-
ing comprehension -- in 
the technology has come.

Google Research divi-
sion of the search-giant 
has rolled out Semantic 
Experiences, which are 
websites with interesting 
activities that demonstrate 

AIs’ ability to understand 
how we speak.

It has two experiences 
to enjoy and the third one 
is for developers to help 
them create their own ex-
perience.

The first two experi-
ences are called “Talk to 
Books” in which users 
can explore a new way to 
interact with books, and 
“Semantris” where people 
can play word association 
games powered by seman-
tic search.

The company trained 
its AI by feeding it a “billion 
conversation-like pairs of 
sentences”, so it can learn 
to identify what a good 
response looks like.

Riyadh, May 6 (IANS): 
Engineers have devel-
oped a thin smart patch 
called Marine Skin that 
could make the study of 
the behaviour of marine 
animals easier and more 
informative.

It is a system for elec-
tronic tagging of animals 
that is based on stretch-
able silicone elastomers 
that can withstand twist-
ing, shearing and stretch-
ing, even when exposed 
to high pressures in deep 
waters.

“The integrated flex-
ible electronics can track 
an animal’s movement 
and diving behaviour 
and the health of the sur-

rounding marine envi-
ronment in real time,” 
Joanna Nassar, who was 
one of the members of the 
King Abdullah University 
of Science and Technol-
ogy team that developed 
the patch, said in a state-
ment.

“Using simple design 
tricks and soft materials, 
we were able to beat the 
current standard systems 
in terms of non-invasive-
ness, weight, operational 
lifetime and speed of op-
eration,” Nassar added.

In the current proto-
type, the location data is 
supplemented by record-
ings of water temperature 
and salinity. Additional 

sensing capabilities could 
be added in future.

“We are consistently 
advancing the field of 
flexible and stretchable 
electronics by making 
electronic systems in 
which every component 
is physically flexible,” an-
other team member Mu-
hammad Mustafa Hus-
sain, said.

The data is currently 
retrieved via wireless con-
nection when the tag is 
removed. In future, the 
researchers hope to devel-
op remote data retrieval 
procedures by overcom-
ing the problems of trans-
mitting signals through 
water.

Singapore, May 6 (IANS): 
A group of engineers has 
developed a smart micro-
chip that can self-start and 
continue to operate even 
when the battery runs out 
of energy. This could help 
in manufacturing smaller 
and cheaper Internet of 
Things (IoT) devices.

Called BATLESS, the 
smart microchip was de-
veloped by engineers from 
the National University of 
Singapore and is designed 
with a novel power man-
agement technique that 
allows it to self-start and 
continue to function under 
dim light without any bat-
tery assistance, using a very 
small on-chip solar cell.

Its functioning was 
presented at the Interna-
tional Solid-State Circuits 
Conference (ISSCC) 2018 
conference in San Fran-
cisco.

“ We have demon-
strated that batteries used 
for IoT devices can be 
shrunk substantially as 
they do not always need 
to be available to maintain 
continuous operation,” 
research leader Massimo 
Alioto said. 

“Tackling this funda-
mental problem is a major 
advancement towards the 
ultimate vision of IoT sen-
sor nodes without the use 

of batteries and will pave 
the way for a world with a 
trillion IoT devices,” Alioto 
added.

Currently, batteries in 
IoT devices are much larg-
er and up to three times 
more expensive than the 
single chip they power.

This research substan-
tially reduces the size of 
batteries required to pow-
er IoT sensor nodes, mak-
ing them 10 times smaller 
and cheaper to produce. 

“BATLESS is the first 
example of a new class of 
chips that are indifferent 
to battery charge avail-
ability. In minimum-pow-
er mode, it uses 1,000 to 
100,000 times less power, 
compared to the best ex-
isting microcontrollers 
designed for fixed mini-
mum-energy operation,” 
Alioto added. 

“At the same time, our 
16-bit microcontroller 
can also operate 100,000 
times faster than others 
that have been recently 
designed for fixed mini-
mum power operation,” 
Alioto noted.

The research team 
aims to demonstrate a 
solution that shrinks the 
battery to millimetres with 
the long-term goal of com-
pletely eliminating the 
need for it.

New Delhi, May 4 (India 
Science Wire): Attired in 
white lab coat, mixing 
oddly colored chemicals 
or observing tiny creatures 
through microscope and 
working with sophisti-
cated instruments. That’s 
how a typical scientist may 
look like in popular imagi-
nation.

But that’s not the full 
picture. In reality, academ-
ic researchers in institutes 
and universities have to 
perform far more duties 
than just handling experi-
mental work. They have to 
look after administrative 
and management part 
of research grants, apart 
from technical aspects. 
This entails keeping track 

of research funding op-
portunities, fellowships, 
budgets, processing bills, 
preparing utilization cer-
tificates and so on. Such 
an over-burdened scien-
tific mind, therefore, often 
finds it difficult to pursue 
and delve deep into intri-
cacies of science which is 
primary task of working 
scientists.

A solution to the prob-
lem is to create a cadre of 
individuals who can take 
care of research manage-
ment tasks in research 
institutions. Such research 
managers can lessen ad-
ministrative load on scien-
tists by taking over respon-
sibilities such as finding 
and managing national 

and international fund-
ing grants, stimulating 
collaborations with other 
institutions, managing 
policy and regulatory ap-
provals and coordinating 
with technology transfer 
and intellectual property 
professionals. They can 
also help increase the vis-
ibility of their organization 
by communicating their 
research outputs globally. 
Such positions are com-
mon in institutes in the 
developed world.

To bridge the gap, Well-
come Trust/DBT India 
Alliance has launched an 
India Research Manage-
ment Initiative (IRMI). 
Under this, India Alliance 
will work with academic 

happen to catch one of 
the break periods in the 
monsoon, then you will 
see water vapor pouring 
out of lush green vegeta-
tion like steam over a hot 
cup of coffee.

Studies on the impact 
of deforestation have 
mostly focused on the Am-
azon and the results have 
shown dramatic local and 
remote effects of deforest-
ing the Amazon. It turns 
out that the vegetation 
over the Ghats also would 
have detrimental effects 
on rainfall over India. A 
study focused on this issue 
led by Supantha Paul un-
der guidance of Subimal 
Ghosh at IIT-Bombay, of 
which this author is also a 
contributor, is appearing 
in scientific journal Geo-
physical Research Letters.

In this study, a regional 
atmospheric model which 
includes the representa-
tion of land and vegeta-
tion has been employed to 
conduct monsoon simula-

tions for the period 1990-
2015. A regional model 
can be computationally 
efficient due to its limited 
simulation domain and 
can be run at relatively 
high grid resolutions com-
pared to the global climate 
models. This high grid 
resolution allows features 
like the Western Ghats and 
their vegetation types as 
well as agricultural and 
urban landscapes over the 
rest of India, to be repre-
sented more accurately 
compared to relatively 
lower-resolution global 
models. The leaf and stem 
area and canopy heights 
of vegetation and their 
evapotranspiration and 
energy exchange with the 
atmosphere are captured 
accurately by the model. 
The model simulations 
can then be performed 
with all the vegetation in-
cluded and by denuding 
the Western Ghats par-
tially or totally.

“ The new study points 

out that the evapotranspi-
ration from the vegetation 
over the Western Ghats ac-
counts for one quarter of 
the rainfall over peninsular 
India. “

The simulation period 
chosen includes suffi-
cient number of seasons, 
active/break periods as 
well as normal and deficit 
monsoon years to allow us 
to confidently assess the 
moisture contribution of 
the Western Ghats vegeta-
tion to rainfall over interior 
India. Earlier studies on 
moisture sources for the 
Indian monsoon led by 
Amey Pathak of IITB had 
pointed out that the vast 
Ganga basin with its river 
water and agricultural ac-
tivities, acts not only as a 
major source of moisture 
for itself in terms local 
evaporation and recycled 
rain but also as a signifi-
cant supplier of moisture 
for rain over northeast 
India.

The new study points 

out that the evapotranspi-
ration from the vegetation 
over the Western Ghats 
accounts for one quarter 
of the rainfall over penin-
sular India. This is highly 
significant. For example, 
Tamil Nadu receives a to-
tal annual rainfall of 960 
mm but only 33% of that 
falls during the summer 
monsoon. The summer 
rainfall is thus critical for 
the Kharif crop season 
over Tamil Nadu.

The monsoon occurs 
in weeks of rain known 
as the active period fol-
lowed by several days or 
weeks of mini-droughts 
known as the break period. 
Model simulations show 
that the moisture supply 
from the Western Ghats is 
critical during the break 
period since it accounts 
for up to 50% of the total 
rainfall over the state of 
Tamil Nadu. The evergreen 
broadleaf forests in the 
southern Western Ghats 
are a significant bucket of 

moisture for rainfall over 
Tamil Nadu.

The monsoon during 
1993, 1999 and 2002 were 
severely deficient over 
Tamil Nadu and the Kaveri 
basin. Model simulations 
attribute up to 50% of the 
rainfall during these defi-
cit years to be due to the 
moisture supplied by the 
Western Ghats. It is clear 
that the thick vegetation 
cover over the Ghats accu-
mulates moisture and acts 
like a capacitor to release 
the moisture to peninsular 
India during dry periods – 
be they the mini-droughts 
or break periods during a 
normal monsoon or the ex-
tended break periods asso-
ciated with drought years.

The study also shows 
that any reduction in rain-
fall due to deforestation of 
the Western Ghats would 
lead to a warming of pen-
insular India as well. This 
can be expected since the 
monsoon rains typically 
bring a significant cool-
ing over India by dragging 
down the dry cool air from 
the upper atmosphere. 
This cooling is a lifesaving 
relief from the scorching 
pre-monsoon tempera-
tures and heatwaves.

Continued deforesta-
tion is of great concern for 
the ecological community 
due to the loss of precious 
flora and fauna. This study 
puts a finer point on the 
value of the Western Ghats 
biodiversity as a signifi-
cant source of moisture 
for rainfall over parts of 
India that are constantly 
struggling for water for 
agriculture as well as do-
mestic and industrial use. 
The battle cry for protect-
ing biodiversity hotspots 
and the overall forest cover 
over the Western Ghats 
just got louder.

institutions to identify 
their research manage-
ment gaps and develop a 
mechanism for training 
and deploying profession-
als who can utilize their 
scientific backgrounds 
to effectively communi-
cate and manage research 
projects.

“ Research manage-
ment is conducted at the 
boundary of research and 
other disciplines such as 
business and communica-
tions. The long-term goal 
of IRMI is to generate suc-
cessful research managers 
across the country and 
connect them to a profes-
sional network. “

“Research manage-
ment is conducted at the 
boundary of research and 
other disciplines such as 
business and communica-
tions. The long-term goal 
of IRMI is to generate suc-
cessful research managers 
across the country and 
connect them to a pro-
fessional network. Such 
a network will be hugely 
enabling for their career 
growth and promoting 
their professional com-
petence,” explained Dr. 
Savita Ayyar, consultant at 
the India Alliance, while 
speaking to India Science 
Wire.

The programme is cur-
rently being implemented 
as a pilot project to put 
together a detailed ac-

count of how research is 
being managed at differ-
ent institutions and iden-
tify gaps in the system. 
Recently, a sharing ses-
sion was organized at the 
Indian Institute of Science 
Education and Research 
(IISER) Pune, which in-
cluded members of the 
scientific leadership at 
the participating institu-
tions along with research 
managers.

The format of the 
workshop allowed for in-
depth sharing of ideas, 
along with a detailing of 
the barriers to implemen-
tation. More such work-
shops are planned in other 
parts of the country. The 
aim is to get a compre-
hensive view of research 
management in India so 
as to guide future policy 
and specific funding op-
portunities via the India 
Alliance.

“We believe that ef-
ficient research man-
agement structures are 
needed for Indian institu-
tions to become globally 
competitive. This initia-
tive aims to catalyze that. 
It also supports our mis-
sion of building excel-
lence in Indian science”, 
said Dr. Shahid Jameel, 
CEO of the India Alliance. 
Institutions intending to 
participate in IRMI can 
register at the India Alli-
ance website.



Mumbai, May 6 (PTI): Suryakumar 
Yadav's successive half century and an 
all-round performance from Hardik 
Pandya powered Mumbai Indians to a 
13-run win over Kolkata Knight Riders, 
keeping them in play-offs contention in 
the Indian Premier League. 

Yadav (59 off 39) continued his rich 
run with a fourth fifty of the tournament 
before Pandya (35* off 20) plundered the 
KKR attack to nudge the hosts to 181 for 
four. Yadav's opening partner Evin Lewis 
(45 off 28) too made a valuable contribu-
tion in the 91-run stand.

KKR skipper Dinesh Karthik (36* off 
26) tried his best to get his team over the 
line but was unable to after the visitors 
needed 60 runs off the last 30 balls. 

By the final over, KKR needed 23 
runs and Krunal Pandya defended them 
comfortably with the innings ending at 
168 for six. Robin Uthappa's (54 off 35) 
first fifty plus score of the competition 
also went in vain. 

It was another much needed win for 
slow starters Mumbai, who had beaten 
KXIP on Friday. They remain in fifth spot 
in the standings with eight points, hav-
ing earned their fourth win in 10 games. 

KKR, on the other hand, remain in 
the top-four with 10 points after their 
fifth loss in 10 matches.

Chasing a stiff 182, KKR lost both 
the openers Chris Lynn (17) and Shubh-
man Gill (7) quickly, leaving them at 28 
for two.

Then Rana and Uthappa, who got a 
life on 4', resurrected the innings with 
an 84-run stand. They hammered spin-
ners Pandya and Mayank Markande 
as the two amassed 30 runs in just two 
overs. Uthappa, who was dropped by 
Markande, smashed him for two con-
secutive sixes.

After Uthappa's and Rana's dis-
missal, the asking rate went up steeply 
and the target proved to be too much. 

For Mumbai, Hardik (2-19) was the 
pick of the bowlers while Markande, 
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Mumbai Indians Hardik Pandya plays a shot  during the Indian Premier League (IPL) match against Kolkata Knight Riders in Mumbai 
on Sunday.

PTI

Manchester City players lifted the Premier League trophy after the 0-0 draw with Huddersfield.

HOME TURF Suryakumar, Hardik star in 
Mumbai's second straight win 

City lift Premier League trophy as Huddersfield celebrate precious point 

Nizams FC extends 
stay at top of the table

United fans and rivals rally round stricken Ferguson 
Nagaland wrestling team’s rich haul 
delights legislator in charge of sports

Bumrah, Krunal and Mitchell McClen-
aghan picked up a wicket each.

Earlier, Mumbai openers Yadav 
and Lewis set the platform for a chal-
lenging total. 

Yadav made his intentions clear by 
hammering debutant Prasidh Krishna 
for a boundary. Then he punished Aus-
tralian Mitchell Johnson, pulling him 
for a six and followed up with two fours 
as the over went for 15 runs.

Lewis, who was playing second 
fiddle, freed his arms striking two con-
secutive fours off Sunil Narine. Lewis 
then pulled Krishna for a towering six 
over deep square-leg. 

Bowling changes did not work for 
KKR as the West Indian welcomed 
Piyush Chawla with a six over mid-
wicket before smashing two consecu-
tive fours as Mumbai raced to 56/0 
after the power-play period. They hit 
seven fours and three sixes in the first 
six overs.

Yadav and Lewis, who got a life on 
38', continued their brutal assault as 
the hosts raced to 82/0 in just eight 
overs. But as the two were poised 
for a big score, Andre Russell broke 
their stand removing Lewis, who was 
caught by Chris Lynn, in the 10th over.

Lewis struck five fours and two 

sixes in his knock. The openers fall 
led to KKR bowlers making a strong 
comeback. 

The away team conceded only 43 
runs from overs 9-15, bringing the run 
rate down drastically.

Krunal (14) also did not contribute 
much as he gave a sitter to Shubhman 
Gill off Narine.

A late cameo by Hardik helped 
the three-time champions cross the 
180-run-mark. Hardik struck two fours 
in the final over with J P Duminy (13 
not out) at the other end.

Russell (2-12) and Narine (2-35) 
were the pick of the bowlers for KKR.

Dimapur, May 6 (EMN): Nizams 
FC, Natak FC and Trinity Sporting 
secured three points each at the 
end of Match Day 5 of the Case 
Premier League at Police Ground, 
Chumukedima on May 5.

An update from the organisers 
on Sunday informed that a brace 
from Aruti helped Trinity Sport-
ing edge past Case FC 2-1. “It was 
an evenly contested match with 
both teams tied up at 
second place at the 
start of the match...
Aruti broke the dead-
lock with a close range 
header. Kaisu levelled 
the score 8 minutes 
later. Both teams went 
for the win. However, Trinity were 
fortunate to score in the dying 
minutes of the game.”

Nizams FC maintained its un-
beaten run in the league by beat-
ing Super Strikers 2-0. Goals from 
Temsu and Aloto put them com-
fortably at the top of the table with 
15 points collected so far. Nizam’s 
goalie, Meren denied Super Strik-
ers with three top saves in the first 
half. Temsu opened the score by 
dribbling past two defenders with 
a low-drilled finish. Aloto scored in 
the second half, through an assist 
from Pele.

Teammate drew with Stafac 
1-1. Teammate’s attempt for a spot 
in the top four was hampered by 
the draw against a resurgent Sta-
fac. Lima Ao opened the score for 
Teammate with curling free-kick. 
Stafac were awarded a penalty 

which Sedevi calmly converted to 
level the score.

In the other match of the day, 
the crowd at DGP Ground was 
enthralled to a titillating match 
as new entrants Natak FC made a 
rousing comeback by pumping in 
four goals after trailing by 3 goals 
in the first half, to beat veterans G 
Sports 4-3. 

The first half saw an asser-
tive G Sports whose 
combined attacks re-
sulted in their striker 
Yanger scoring two 
goals in less than 20 
minutes. While the Na-
taks scampered to seal 
their defence, Vizoru, 

with an assist from Supong added 
another to the tally as the score 
stood at 3-0 just before the half 
hour mark.

After the break, a rejuvenated 
Natak FC began their attack as 
midfielder Sanjit scored one in the 
opening minute of the second half 
with a long range effort. Within five 
minutes, a combination play be-
tween the Natak forwards culmi-
nated in Viketo scoring the second 
goal from a Mhesevito assist. 

Skipper Mintu converted a 
free-kick from a distance which 
went right into the top corner of 
the goal. In the dying minutes of 
the game, Viketo scored a perfect 
header beating two defenders as 
winger Rinsit provided the cross. 

As of Week 5, Viketo leads the 
score table of top goal-scorers with 
six from five matches.

Manchester, May 6 (AFP): City fans invade the 
pitch after the 0-0 draw with Huddersfield at 
the Etihad Stadium on Sunday. 

It took three weeks for Manchester City 
captain Vincent Kompany to finally get his 
hands on the Premier League trophy but, on 
a day of celebrations at the Etihad, a goalless 
draw may prove to have left Huddersfield Town 
as the big winners.

A strong showing from the struggling 
visitors earned a valuable point which may be 
enough to keep them in the Premier League 
next season, an impressive achievement given 
their limited budget.

They also kept at bay the bid by Pep 
Guardiola's runaway champions to set new 
Premier League records for the most goals, 
points and wins in a season -- all marks which 
could yet be claimed by City in the season's 
final week in which they play Brighton and 
Southampton.

But, after a delay while uninvited support-
ers were removed from the field, Guardiola was 
finally able to see his team presented with the 
trophy, the third major country in which he has 
managed a team to a title following successes 
in Spain and Germany with Barcelona and 
Bayern Munich respectively.

The celebrations for City's third title in 
seven seasons began well before kick-off, both 
inside and outside their Etihad home ground.

Supporters were issued with blue and 
white flags, creating a colourful vista to greet 
the champions as they were given yet another 
guard of honour on their way onto the field 
before kick-off.

They were also met by the survivors of 
City's famous 1968 Championship-wining 
side, a squad led so memorably by club legends 

games has not been well received in some 
quarters, with some traditionalists arguing it 
has lessened the resolve of their rivals.

But, in contract to comfortable City wins 
against Swansea and West Ham, there was no 
hint of Huddersfield showing the champions 
too much respect when the contest finally got 
underway at the Etihad.

Wilting 
Victory would have guaranteed Huddersfield 
safety and another season of top flight football.

David Wagner's men might have been on 
course for just such an upset result in an enter-
taining, if goalless, first half but Ederson denied 
Florent Hadergjonaj and Alex Pritchard.

A City side that had been held goalless in 
just one previous league game -- a draw at 
Crystal Palace on New Year’s Eve -- inevitably 
carved out chances of their own with Jonas 
Lossl saving well at David Silva’s feet after five 
minutes and, unknowingly, stopping a fierce 
Kevin De Bruyne shot.

By the interval, Huddersfield were visibly 
wilting in the Manchester heat and facing the 
prospect of a long second half of attrition.

City started brightly, with Christopher 
Schindler clearing off his line from a scramble 
at a Leroy Sane corner, but otherwise Hudder-
sfield defended manfully and substitute Scott 
Malone might even have snatched a dramatic 
injury-time winner for the visitors.

But the response from Huddersfield's play-
ers, and Guardiola's heartfelt congratulations 
to his opposite number Wagner on the final 
whistle, demonstrated the importance of the 
point to the visitors who now join Everton and 
Manchester United as the only sides to have 
avoided defeat at the Etihad in the league this 
season.

Dimapur, May 6 (EMN): Advisor 
to the department of Youth Re-
sources and Sports, Zale Neikha 
has lauded the team of wrestlers 
from Nagaland who had returned 
home with 20 medals from the 6th 
National Traditional and Pankra-
tion Championship 2018 held at 
Pune in Maharashtra. 

“My sincere appreciation to 
the Nagaland Wrestling Associa-
tion (NWA) for the dedication and 
efforts they put to master (sic) the 
wrestlers to a greater height. Your 
dedication towards wrestling is 
truly admirable. The achievement 
you all made in wrestling have (sic) 
made the state proud. I am hoping 
it will motivate more youngsters 

of our state to pursue the game of 
wrestling on professional front. My 
best wishes to all the participants 
for a bright future,” read a message 
from the advisor on Sunday.

The belt wrestling and other 
traditional wrestling are similar 
to Naga style (traditional) wres-
tling which, if recognised by the 
‘Olympic Federation’ in the future, 
will accommodate Naga athletes 
to compete at international level, 
he stated. 

“Nevertheless with our pre-
dominance and familiarity to 
wrestling, this is a sport in which 
Nagas will excel beyond in bring-
ing laurels for the nation,” Neikha 
asserted. 

London, May 6 (PTI/AFP): 
Messages of support contin-
ued to pour in as legendary 
football manager Sir Alex Fer-
guson fought for his life today 
following emergency surgery 
for a brain haemorrhage.

Considered the most suc-
cessful manager in the history 
of British football, Ferguson 
won 38 major trophies in just 
over 26 years in charge of 
Manchester United, includ-
ing 13 Premier League titles 
and the UEFA Champions 
League twice.

It is a measure of the Scot's 
success on the pitch, and his 
stature off it that tributes 
poured in from around the 
world of sport, and beyond, to 
wish the 76-year-old a speedy 
recovery after he underwent 
surgery yesterday.

"Everyone at AC Milan 
wishes Sir Alex Ferguson a full 

and speedy recovery," said a 
statement by the seven-time 
European champions on their 
official Twitter page early to-
day morning.

Juventus coach Massi-
miliano Allegri, who is on 
the verge of leading the Turin 
giants to a seventh succes-
sive Serie A crown, said: "Stay 
strong Alex Ferguson." News 
of Ferguson's condition also 
had an impact beyond the 
world of football.

Top American baseball 
side the Chicago White Sox 
posted a heartfelt message on 
their Twitter page weeks after 
one of their players, Danny 
Farquhar, recently suffered a 
brain haemorrhage while sit-
ting in the team dugout.

"The #WhiteSox stand 
with the @ManUtd commu-
nity in sending our positive 
thoughts to Sir Alex Fergu-

son," said the message on @
whitesox.

"Having been recently im-
pacted by a brain hemorrhage 
in our own family, we know 
the dramatic impact it causes, 
and the strength that can be 
drawn from those who care." 

Ferguson, who retired 
from management five years 
ago, appeared in good health 
when presenting a commem-
orative vase to old rival Ar-
sene Wenger, who is stepping 
down as Arsenal manager, at 
United's Old Trafford ground 
last week.

But yesterday an ambu-
lance was called to the Scot's 
home in Cheadle, near Man-
chester, at 9:00 am (0800 
GMT).

Concerns for Ferguson's 
health mounted when it was 
announced his son, Darren, 
the manager of English third-

tier club Doncaster, would 
miss his side's match against 
Wigan because of "family 
reasons".

News of Ferguson's op-
eration was made public by 
United in a statement that 
appeared to be cautiously 
optimistic about his prospects 
for recovery.

"Sir Alex Ferguson has un-
dergone emergency surgery 
today for a brain haemor-
rhage," the statement said 
today.

"The procedure has gone 
very well but he needs a period 
of intensive care to optimise 
his recovery. His family re-
quest privacy in this matter.

"We will keep Sir Alex and 
his loved ones in our thoughts 
during this time, and we are 
united in our wish to see him 
make a comfortable, speedy 
recovery." 

Pending updates on Fer-
guson's condition today, mes-
sages of support from all walks 
of life poured in.

"I wish Sir Alex Ferguson a 
speedy and full recovery," said 
British Labour MP John Mc-
Donnell, the Shadow Chan-
cellor.

"A brilliant manager and 
a good man, who won the 
respect of all of us football 
supporters worldwide." 

Wenger, who spent many 
years as Ferguson's main 
managerial rival in England's 
Premier League, offered his 
support to the Scot in a short 
statement to the Daily Mail 
today.

"I am concerned and I'm 
thinking about him and his 
family," said the Frenchman.

"I trust his strength and his 
strong character will get him 
well very quickly.

Colin Bell, Francis Lee and Mike Summerbee 
who were all on hand to receive an emotional 
welcome from fans who remember their legacy 
half a century on.

Having won the league three weeks earlier, 

when closest rivals Manchester United sur-
prisingly lost at home to West Brom, these title 
celebrations have been curiously drawn out.

There had been none of the edge-of-the-
seat drama that so famously brought City their 

first Premier League title, when Sergio Aguero 
scored with virtually the last kick of the season 
against QPR in 2012.

And the fact that City have now received 
three guards of honour for opponents before 

TEAM P W D L GF GA GD POINTS
NIZAMS FC 5 5 0 0 12 4 8 15
TRINITY SPORTING 5 4 0 1 10 7 3 12
CASE FC 5 3 0 2 11 7 4 9
TEAMMATE 5 2 2 1 10 8 2 8
NATAK FC 5 2 1 2 10 10 0 7
G SPORTS 5 1 1 3 11 16 -5 4
STACFAC 5 0 2 3 3 7 -4 2
SUPER STRIKERS 5 0 0 5 5 13 -8 0

CASE 
PREMIER 
LEAGUE


