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The life of the dead  
is placed in the 

memory of the living. 

~ Marcus Tullius Cicero
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 28° 17°
Agartala 32° 26°
Gangtok 24° 12°
Guwahati 32° 21°
Imphal 28° 16°

Itanagar 28° 17°
Shillong 20° 14°
Delhi 41° 29°
Kolkata 37° 27
Chennai 37° 28°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 20° 13°
DIMAPUR 29° 19°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 14mm 92%
DIMAPUR 15mm 94%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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From ‘dusty to tasty city’: Kohima localities 
suggest three-steps-to-transformation

Zeme-Naga claims 
‘exclusion’ from 
‘framework agreement’

ATMs go dry in northeastern states

ULB violence: 
Inquiry 
commission gets 
cushion of six 
more months

NDPP lauds PDA govt. for 
promoting tourism in Nagaland 

    

Entertainment Sports

Paul McCartney made 
Companion of Honour by 
Queen Elizabeth | P10

Semenya breaks her own 
national 1500m record 
despite controversy |  P11

Nation

Yashwant calls on DMK 
leaders, Stalin says aim is to 

oust BJP regime | P8

Dimapur, May 5 (EMN): The 
chief minister of Nagaland, 
Neiphiu Rio has said that even as 
the Free Movement Regime has 
facilitated the travel of Naga peo-
ple across the Indo-Myanmar 
border –Nagaland shares around 
215 km of border with Myanmar 
– there is a need to improve road 
infrastructure along the eastern 
corridor. 

Speaking during an interac-
tive session on ‘Act East Policy’ 
chaired by the union minister of 
External Affairs Sushma Swaraj 
on May 4 at New Delhi, Rio said 
that while security issues are im-
portant, especially with regard to 
presence of NSCN (K) on Myan-
mar side, the government needs 
to ensure that ordinary villagers 
are not inconvenienced.

This was informed thorough 
a press release from the media 

cell of the chief minister’s office 
on Saturday. “The chief minister 
mentioned that while India has 
made considerable progress in 
implementing the India-Myan-
mar-Thailand Trilateral Highway 
and the Kaladan Multimodal 
Project, issues related to increas-
ing maritime and air connectiv-
ity between ASEAN countries 
and India and transforming the 
corridors of connectivity into 
economic corridors need to 
be fast-forwarded. A possible 
extension to India-Myanmar-
Thailand Trilateral Highway to 
Cambodia, Lao PDR and Viet 
Nam is also under considera-
tion, Rio said,” the statement in-
formed. 

Referring to the consensus 
reached on finalising the pro-
posed protocol of the India-My-
anmar-Thailand Motor Vehicle 

Agreement (IMT MVA), the chief 
minister opined that this agree-
ment will play a critical role in 
realising seamless movement of 
passengers, personal and cargo 
vehicles along roads linking 
India, Myanmar and Thailand, 
it stated.

 On the discussion on con-
nectivity, Rio mentioned that it 
is important that the survey is 
done in a way that the roads cov-
er the villages and habitations as 
roads are meant to serve people. 
The most important road con-
necting India and Myanmar 
is NH 29 connecting Dimapur 
with Kohima and Imphal and 
onwards to Moreh. While 4 lan-
ing of Dimapur-Kohima is under 
progress and Imphal-Moreh has 
been approved – there is a need 
to ensure that Kohima-Imphal 4 
laning is also taken up, he sug-

gested.
During the interactive ses-

sion, Swaraj also laid down the 
detailed agenda for engaging 
with the key stakeholders – peo-
ple of the north eastern region 
for the Act East Policy with the 
objective of enhancing political 
security cooperation, economic 
cooperation, and socio cultural 
cooperation, it informed.

She chaired the interactive 
session on 'Act East Policy' with 
chief ministers of north-eastern 
states on the agenda to integrate 
views of the Northeast into the 
Act East Policy. “Other NE chief 
ministers who attended include 
Sarbananda Sonowal (Assam), N 
Biren Singh (Manipur), Conrad 
Sangma (Meghalaya) and Biplab 
Kumar Deb (Tripura) etc who 
also took part in the session,” it 
informed. 

Dimapur, May 5 (EMN): 
The Nationalist Demo-
cratic Progressive Party 
(NDPP) has appreciated 
the Nagaland govern-
ment for giving empha-
sis to tourism sector in 
the state. 

“It is unfortunate that 
the opposition is criticis-
ing the decision without 
actually understanding 
the positive benefits of 
this policy initiative. 
Perhaps the criticism 
is due to the failures of 
the NPF government in 
the tourism sector in the 
past four years where 
Nagaland failed to build 
upon the foundations 
that were laid in the past 
decade,” stated a press 
release from the party on 
Saturday.

Amongst the multi-
ple failures on all fronts, 
the tourism sector was 
negatively impacted due 
to poor governance, the 
leadership’s inability to 
understand the tourism 
potentials of the state 
and utter lack of any in-
novative ideas, it stated.

“Shockingly, instead 
of promoting Nagaland 
as a tourist destination 
to the outside world, se-
rious efforts were made 
by the previous govern-
ment to reduce tourism 
related events and pro-
grammes.”

According to the par-
ty, the decision to have 
mini-Hornbill festivals 
around the state coincid-
ing with the respective 
tribal festival is a wel-
come move. “This policy 
decision will give a boost 
to tourism throughout 
the state, which in turn 
will have a multiplying 
effect on all aspects and 
further enhance the local 
economy and employ-
ment generation. 

“Growth in tourism 
wil l  boost  economic 
growth, generate local 

employment, besides 
motivating the youth to 
promote culture, han-
dloom and handicrafts, 
sports, music, arts, cre-
ativity and innovation 
which Naga youths are 
blessed with in abun-
dance. Besides incul-
cating a strong sense of 
pride in our rich cultural 
heritage, much revenue 
can be earned thereby 
giving rise to a sustain-
able local economy. 

“Most importantly, 
emphasis on tourism 
gives opportunities to 
our youth in dozens of 
sectors and it allows the 
youth to be positive con-
tributors to econom-
ic growth and enables 
them to participate in 
a proactive manner in 
our common endeav-
ours of shaping a new 
and welcoming image of 
Nagaland to the global 
community,” the party 
stated.

Citing a ‘recent sur-
vey’, it stated that Na-
galand was ranked ‘27th 
in the country in tour-
ism’. “Together we need 
to change this ranking 
for the better.  An in-
dependent assessment 
indicated that with an 
investment of around 
Rs. 5 crores by the state 
government, conserva-
tive figures estimated 
a p p rox i m a t e l y  m o re 
than 50 crores revenue 
to the local economy 
during the Hornbill Fes-
tivals. The festival is per-
haps the only major ac-
tivity that benefits local 
entrepreneurs from taxi 
drivers and operators to 
travel companies, hotels 
and restaurants, street 
businesses, handloom 
and handicrafts, food in-
dustry, fashion design-
ers and houses, event 
management compa-
nies and groups etc. 

“The local entrepre-

neurs avail the oppor-
tunity to earn well from 
events like the Hornbill 
Festival and the longer 
and more expansive the 
festival, the better for our 
entrepreneurs not only 
in Kohima and Dimapur 
but across the length and 
breadth of the state.”

It  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e 
mini-hornbill festivals 
will serve as an oppor-
tunity for the benefits 
and economic impacts 
to percolate to all the 
districts, making Naga-
land tourism real and 
inclusive. “The PDA gov-
ernment’s development 
agenda will enable the 
interior areas and all dis-
tricts to improve and 
upgrade the existing fa-
cilities such as comfort-
able accommodation, 
transport and convey-
ance, better road and 
communication facili-
ties, specialised training 
for tour operators and 
tourist guides and travel 
agencies etc. Another 
beneficial aspect will be 
the documentation of 
our rich cultural herit-
age, stories and legends 
not only for tourists and 
visitors, but for the local 
populace too.” 

T h e  P D A  g ov e r n -
ment, itsstated, aims 
to empower the tribal 
hohos and popularise 
Naga tribal celebrations 
into national and inter-
national events so that 
Nagaland and the Nagas 
are known for positive 
and wonderful aspects. 

“It is hoped that this 
sincere effort will evolve 
into a cohesive partner-
ship between the govern-
ment, the tribal hohos 
and the people for which 
all sections of society are 
humbly requested to join 
hands with the govern-
ment towards achieving 
sustainable economic 
development.”

D i m a p u r,  M a y  5 
(EMN): The govern-
ment of Nagaland has 
extended the duration 
of a judicial enquiry 
to be conducted by 
a commission into 
the January 31, 2017 
incident – where two 
lives were lost during 
a state-wide protest 
to 33% reservation for 
women in urban lo-
cal bodies – for an-
other six months (from 
Jan. 29,2018 to July 28, 
2018). 

A DIPR report on 
Saturday cited a Home 
department order an-
nouncing the same. 
“The commission re-
port should be sub-
mitted by the end of 
the extended period. 
Other terms of refer-
ence of the commis-
sion would remain the 
same,” the report read. 

Dimapur, May 5 (EMN): The Zeme 
Council North East India (ZCNEI) on 
Saturday stated that it was ‘aggrieved’ 
at what it claimed was the ‘non-inclu-
sion’ of the Zeme-Naga of Assam in 
the ‘framework agreement.’

A press release from the council 
stated that ‘historically, the Zeme 
Naga of Assam were indigenous in-
habitants prior to the bifurcation of 
Nagaland from Assam, which was just 
a district known as Tuensang Hills’.

“Whereas, the present speculation 
on ‘Frame work’ agreement between 
the government of India and NSCN 
(IM), there seems to be a big hiccup 
for not including Zeme Nagas in As-
sam and this does not augur well 
with the aspiration of a unified Naga 
home land. We consider this exclusion 
as wilful oppression, belittling our 
immense contribution in the form 
of supreme sacrifices made by the 
Zemes of Assam, including financial 
support etc.”

It ‘implored upon the goodwill 
of the stakeholders to review the 
framework agreement in an accom-
modative spirit in the greater interest 
of Nagas as a whole and particularly 
Zeme Naga of Assam’

Dimapur, May 5 (EMN): As a 
result of a meeting between the 
state government’s directorate 
of municipal affairs and the 
‘ward chairmen’ of Kohima 
town on Saturday, the govern-
ment of Nagaland has been 
requested to transform the 
state’s capital from a ‘dusty city 
into a tasty city’. 

This information was con-
tained in a press release from 
department of Municipal Af-
fairs. The meeting, it stated, 
was held on April 27 last. “The 
meeting kept on record the 
positive initiative of the PDA 
government under Chief Min-
ister Neiphu Rio that change 
has started by repairing the pot 
holes of roads in Kohima town. 

“However, due to massive 
earth-cutting for cabling (sic) 
both by private cable operator 
and department, Kohima has 
become a dusty city. As a result, 
all the people who are dust al-
lergic have to wear mask which 
does not look nice. Therefore 
we urge the PDA government 
to turn Kohima from dusty 
city to tasty city,” the statement 
read. 

Agartala/Kohima/Itana-
gar, May 5 (IANS): The 
cash drought in most of 
the ATMs of the north-
eastern states has caused 
a lot of inconvenience for 
the people in the past few 
days.

Senior bank officials 
said that the delay in sup-
plying of remittances by 
the Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) in Guwahati caused 
the note crisis in most of 
the ATMs.

"We should put fresh 
notes in the ATMs to run 
the apparatus smoothly. 
Currently, the bank has 
old notes and we have 
asked the RBI in Guwahati 
to supply fresh notes of 
different denominations 

urgently," State Bank of 
India (SBI) Regional Man-
ager Dipak Chowdhury 
told IANS.

He said, "We expect 
that the situation would 
be normalised by mid 
next week. This is a tem-
porary phenomenon."

Reports of cash scar-
cities in the ATMs in 
Arunachal Pradesh, Na-
galand, Manipur, Megha-
laya, and Mizoram in the 
first week of the month 
have left the public in 
a state of anguish. An 
SBI official in Itanagar 
said that the bank had 
to make an internal ar-
rangement of cash from 
rural branches to urban 
branches to address the 

cash deficit.
Dimapur SBI Assistant 

General Manager Deb-
jyoti Dutta said that the 
short supply of notes from 
the RBI aggravated the 
situation and hardships 
to the people. "RBI would 
be disbursing the cash for 
Nagaland soon and ATMs 
would likely be refilled 
immediately. However, at 
the bank branches, there 
was still cash-at-hand to 
manage everyday trans-
actions," Dutta said.

A bank official in Im-
phal said that the short-
age was also due to the 
"overdraw" of cash out 
of ATMs. An official of 
the United Bank of India 
(UBI) said that the ongo-

ing problem is also due 
to RBI's introduction of 
rationing system in sup-
plying cash to commercial 
banks.

"The RBI has been dis-
tributing cash to commer-
cial banks in northeast 
India on a pro-rata basis 
that means disbursal of 
cash in proportion of total 
number of bank account 
holders of a state and 
that of number of bank 
branches in the region," 
the official added.

As the bank officials 
publicly clarified about 
the cash crisis in ATMs, 
various rumours also 
forced people to rush in 
ATMs and banks to with-
draw money.

Rio pitches development in 
Nagaland's eastern corridor 

Pending approval from the 
government the meeting also 
decided the fowling resolutions:
•	 All	sectors	under	different	wards	

shall work out to regulate traffic 
movement and parking of vehi-
cles at designated parking lots. 
A nominal parking fee of INR10 
shall chargeD per day and INR 
500 per month at designated 
parking lots for safety of the 
vehicles. This collection shall 
become revenue of the ward 
panchayat, and used for main-
tenance. 

•	 All	panchayats	shall	 find	out	
available open space, old gov-
ernment quarters not habitable 
due to encroachment, pancha-
yat land if any, CGI garage in the 
hands of private individuals etc., 
and submit to the directorate 
of Municipal Affairs within one 
month with effect from May1, 
2018 along with documents 

•	 Engineering	wing	of	the	direc-
torate shall prepare technical 
estimate at present market rate 
and submit to the HoD, who will 
submit to appropriate authority 
to develop as smart parking.
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Rural Livelihood Mission observes ‘Ajeevika Evam Kaushal Vikas Diwas’ 

Wokha citizens apprised on village self-governmentIgniting young minds for peace building

Institutions reminded about 
implementing of Naga heritage studies 

Sainik school organises inter-house cultural competition

Dr. Manazir Jeelani Samoon and Sunil Pant seen here along with beneficiaries during the LED bulb distribution programme 
at Longla village in Wokha.

Cadets of Sainik School Punglwa presenting cultural dance of Madhya Pradesh during the inter-house cultural competition.

Susan Kulnu and volunteers, and students of Holy Family School, in Kohima.

Athel  O Lotha speaking at the programme. (Right) John Tsulise Sangtam with officials and participants.

WEATHER IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 21.2 13.8 15.3 92 11.4

ZBT 22.7 13.6 20 93 19.6

MON 30 18 16.6 90 9

TUENSANG 19 15.2 13.5 79 47

MKG 25.3 15 10.8 43 3.3

PHEK 20.8 14.6 16.5 98 31

KIPHIRE 24 15.4 17.3 98 9

SECHÜ ZUBZA 22.5 15.5 17.9 89 38.4

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 23.8 15.2 18.3 86 20.4

JALUKIE 29 19 19.1 100 5
MANGKOLEMBA 28.8 19.4 20.8 96 30.6

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

IRCS to observe Red Cross Day
The Indian Red Cross Society (IRCS), Nagaland will be 
observing the World Red Cross Day on May 8 in the 
conference hall, Red Cross Complex in Kohima at 11 am. The 
event would be observed under the theme “Everywhere 
for everyone, smile.”  The commissioner of Health & Family 
Welfare, Himato Zhimomi, will attend the programme as 
resource person. The society also informed that it will be 
conducting a ‘fund drive’ in Kohima on May 7 from 9 am 
onwards.All the members associated with the society have 
been requested to attend the function.

Shoixe Ghami Küqhakulu to conduct 
prayer meeting
The Shoixe Ghami Küqhakulu Dimapur (SGKD) has informed 
that a prayer meeting will be conducted to mark its 
foundation day on May 8 at 7 am at its banker’s residence. 
The prayer will be followed by a meeting. All the members 
have been requested to attend the same.

DDFRA convenes emergency meeting
The Dimapur District Football Referee Association (DDFRA) 
has convened an emergency meeting on May 9 at 2 pm 
at its office, DDSC Dimapur. All the members have been 
requested to attend the meeting without fail.

Longleng DPDB meeting on May 7
The Longelng District Planning Development Board (DPDB)  
monthly meeting has been scheduled on May 7 at 11 am in 
the deputy commissioner’s conference hall. All the board 
members have been requested to attend positively.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Lotus, Old Riphyim and 
Eva Thera of Wokha vil-
lage.

Short speeches were 
delivered by Extra Assist-
ant Commissioner Shika-
lo, various line depart-
ments, banks, and Team 
Metamorphosis.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s address was 
also screened for the par-
ticipants.

Around 18 village level 
organizations SHGs at-
tended the programme.

Kohima: ‘Aajeevika’ 
and ‘Kushal Vikas’ mela, 
an event of the ‘Gram 
Swaraj Abhiyan’ was held 
with the theme ‘Role of 
women and youth in Ru-
ral Development” at SIRD 
auditorium on May 5 
2018. The programme was 

organized by Nagaland 
State Rural Livelihoods 
Mission and Department 
of Rural Development. 

According to DPRO, 
Aajeevika and Kaushal 
Vikas Mela is an event of 
the Gram Swaraj Abhi-
yaan that began on April 
14 to May 5. It is a joint 
initiative of the Ministry 
of Rural Development 
and Ministry of Skill De-
velopment and Entre-
preneurship and other 
Central Ministries. The 
objective is to motivate 
the poorest of women, 
youth and their families 
in availing opportuni-
ties for personal growth 
and sustainable means 
of livelihoods. This event 
is being conducted across 
29 blocks in 9 districts 

to generate awareness 
amongst women, youth 
and their families about 
different government 
schemes.

S p e a k i n g  a t  t h e 
event, additional sec-
retary and mission di-
rector NSRLM, Athel O 
Lotha said in Nagaland 
71% of the total popula-
tion lives in rural areas 
and therefore it is im-
perative that the rural 
economy of the state is 
developed if we are seri-
ous about economic de-
velopment of the State.

Also highlighting the 
programmes of Ministry 
of Rural Development 
(MoRD), Government of 
India, she said the Inte-
grated Rural Develop-
ment Programme (IRDP) 

which started in the year 
1980 directly targets the 
poor families for creation 
of assets and self-employ-
ment.

National Rural Liveli-
hoods Mission’s (NRLM) 
mandate is to reach out 
to all the poor families, 
link them to sustainable 
livelihood opportunities 
and nurture them till they 
come out of poverty and 
enjoy a decent quality of 
life, she added.

Lotha also informed 
that the overall frame-
work of NRLM is enhanc-
ing livelihoods of the 
poor and it is achievable 
through various interven-
tions such as access to fi-
nancial capital in the form 
of revolving fund, com-
munity investment fund 

and bank loans. She said 
that the youths will ben-
efit through programs on 
self-employment training 
and handholding support 
for enterprise set up. 

Also highlighting the 
objectives, she said that 
Aajeevika and Kaushal 
Vikas Mela are to motivate 
the poorest of women and 
youth, and create an at-
mosphere of enthusiasm 
and also a day to celebrate 
livelihood, skill develop-
ment and women’s em-
powerment. 

An attraction of the 
event was fashion fusion 
show by local designer 
and entrepreneur, Khri-
elasier Liezietsu. The fash-
ion show showcased his 
latest design in ethnic 
and modern wear. The 

show stopper of fashion 
fusion was Ruopfuzhano 
Whiso, Miss India Naga-
land 2018. Folk song and 
dance was presented by 
Jano Nyekha and Ungma 
Senso Telongjem, Kohima 
respectively.

 Success stories were 
shared  by best perform-
ing Self Help Group(CIG 
on spices), Tsungiki vil-
lage under Wokha district, 
best performing village 
level organization (VLO), 
Aw a n g t h e m l a  f r o m 
Yachem village Longleng, 
most promising entrepre-
neurship was awarded to 
Chalieseno Pfukha from 
Jhakama block and Roko-
se Tase from Chumuke-
dima. 

The programme was 
followed by a discussion 

on the role of youth and 
women in rural develop-
ment which was panelled 
by director, Nagaland  De-
velopment Outreach, Rev. 
C Amop Noklang; CEO 
Entrepreneurs Associates, 
Neichute Doulo; Founder 
YouthNet, Hekani Jakhalu; 
asst. state coordinator, 
State Resource Centre for 
Women, Juliana Medom; 
CEO Pinnacle skills, Dr. 
Tan Murry. 

L o n g l e n g :  T h e 
NSRLM, Longleng block 
observed ‘Aajeevika Evam 
Kaushal Vikas Diwas’ 
on May 5 in the DRDA 
conference hall, with 
deputy commissioner of 
Longleng, John Tsulise 
Sangtam as guest of hon-
our.

A press release re-
ceived on Saturday in-
formed that the progress 
report of the NSRLM, 
Longleng block, VLO, ac-
tion plan of BLF were pre-
sented. Success stories 
were shared by individual 
and SHGs. 

Lauding the achieve-
ments of the NSRLM, 
DC was optimistic that 
the mission will prove 
to be a mechanism to 
fight against the stigma 
gender inequality that is 
still prevalent in the Naga 
society.

DC also gave away the 
awards to four SHGs and 
one VLO for their out-
standing performance. 

Dimapur, May 5 (EMN): The 
principal secretary of School 
Education & SCERT, Menukhol 
John has remind all the govern-
ment and private schools that as 
per the language policy, from the 
academic session of 2018, Naga 
heritage studies textbooks in lo-
cal languages shall be introduced 
from class I and Alt. English abol-
ished in a phased manner starting 
from class V and from classes VI to 
VIII from the year 2019 in all the 
schools across the state.

In urban areas, in addition to 

the usage of local languages, the 
Naga heritage studies which shall 
be prototype textbooks in Eng-
lish shall be used for non-local 
students i.e. students outside the 
linguistic group of the local area, 
the notification stated.

The chairman of Nagaland 
Board of School Education has 
been requested to call for compli-
ance report from all the NBSE af-
filiated composite higher second-
ary and high schools and furnish 
the list of the defaulting schools 
for taking appropriate action.

Dimapur, May 5 (EMN): The 
department of Rural Devel-
opment and department of 
Power organized a village 
self-governance campaign 
under ‘Gram Swaraj  Ab-
hiyan’ at Koio and Longla 
village under Wokha district 
on May 4.

Observer for Wokha dis-
trict, Sunil Pant briefed the 
villagers about the various 
schemes and programmes 
proposed by the Government 
of India to facilitate the peo-
ple. He urged the community 
to avail the opportunity pro-
vided by the Government. 

To up-lift the livelihood 
of the rural populace many 
schemes are been intro-
duced by the GoI and ap-
pealed to utilize them with 
accountability and transpar-

enc, he said.
Project director of DRDA 

Wokha, Thungdeno Mozhui, 
while giving the keynote ad-
dress, said the Government 
of India (GOI) has been cel-
ebrating ‘Gram Swaraj Ab-
hiyan’ from April 14 to May 
5, where series of events have 
been planned at the national, 
district and block level. She 
said 66 villages have been se-
lected under Wokha district 
for this programme. 

Deputy Commissioner 
Wokha, Dr. Manazir Jeelani 
Samoon, appraised the vil-
lagers about Gram Swaraj 
Abhiyan programme. He 
said that seven government 
schemes like distribution 
of LPG, LED bulb, Jan Dhan 
Yojna, electrification and 
other programmes are being 

implemented. He said 10,000 
LED bulbs have already been 
received by the district to be 
distributed to the general 
public at a subsided rate. He 
also cautioned people not to 
buy and resell the products.

DC highlighted on the 
importance of having bank 
accounts as government 
schemes, subsidies will be 
credited through direct ben-
efit transfer in their person-
nel accounts and without 
bank accounts beneficiaries 
will lose their benefits. 

To facilitate the benefi-
ciaries, he informed that 
he will have a consultative 
meeting with the bank offi-
cials or institutions to which 
he urged the villagers to keep 
their necessary documents 
ready.

Dimapur, May 5 (EMN): The 
students of Holy Family School 
Kohima were enlightened on 
‘Peace and peace building’. 
Kohima district coordinator, 
Susan Kulnu together with two 
student volunteers Lulu Awomi 
and Ayekali Aye of Don Bosco 
College Kohima capacitated 24 
students along with a teacher 
animator on May 5. 

Adressing the students, 
Kulnu said peace is one of the 
most essential requirements 
of humanity and a necessary 
pre-requisite for progress, de-
velopment and sustainability. 
She emphasised on the main 
objective of peace and peace 
building.  Students were also 
motivated to understand the 
concept of peace to transform a 
culture of violence into a culture 
of peace.

Kulnu said peace is an expe-
rience of harmony between dif-
ferent social groups that is char-
acterised by lack of violence or 
conflict behaviours, and the 
freedom from fear of violence. 
It also common understood 
as the absence of hostility and 
retribution; it suggests sincere 
attempts at reconciliation; ex-
istence of healthy or newly 
interpersonal or international 
relationships; prosperity in 
matters of social or economic 
welfare; establishment of equal-
ity; and working political order 
that serves the true interest of 
all.

Citing a quotation by Moth-
er Teresa  “Peace begins with a 
smile,” she urged the students 
to do one good deed every day, 
be it in a small or big way in 
their homes, school and locality. 

Dimapur, May 5 (EMN): 
With the aim to make 
cadets aesthetically alive 
by involving them to the 
various art forms, Sainik 
School Punglwa (SSP) 
has conducted an inter-
house cultural competi-
tion on May 3 and 4.

The programme was 
organised as part of all 
r o u n d  d e v e l o p m e n t 
of the cadets to devel-
op graceful expression 
through dance, feel the 
ecstasy of music, emote 
through drama and ex-
press their abstract feel-
ings. It was also organised 
to internalise culture that 
reflects their identity, re-
spects their self-esteem 
and bind them with their 
fellow men in a diverse 
pluralistic society not 
only in India but in the 
global content.

Cadets from six dif-
ferent houses competed 
with each other for the 
coveted trophy of inter-
house cultural competi-
tion. The cadets staged 

Our correspondent
Wokha, May 5 (EMN): 
Along with the rest of the 
districts, Nagaland State 
Rural Livelihoods Mission 
(NSLRM), RD block of 
Wokha observed ‘Ajeevika 
Evam Kaushal Vikas Di-
was,’ Livelihood and Skill 
Development Day, on 5 
May in the VDB, confer-
ence hall in Wokha town.

Observer from Minis-
try of Rural Development 
attended the programme 
take stock the function-
ing and implementing of 
funds and schemes in the 
districts.

Project director of 
DRDA Wokha, Thungde-
no Mozhui who is also the 
district mission manager 
encouraged the gathering 
to be aware of various pro-
grammes and schemes 
provided to the rural ar-
eas. She mentioned that 
the central government 
is engaged in uplifting 
the poor section of rural 
people all over India. 

Citing the opportuni-
ties and better platforms 
that are been provided to 
rural people through NL-
SRLM,  Mozhui said ‘Peo-
ple need to think different; 
need to go back to their 
land where they belong 
rather than struggling for 
livelihood in town with 
meagre income.’

Success story of self 
help groups were shared 
by Nchumbeni Odyuo of 

EM Images

a remarkable display of 
skit, mime, group dance, 

group song, master of 
ceremony, and a rich cul-

tural dance of Madhya 
Pradesh and Nagaland 

under the vision of ‘Ek 
Bharat Shrestha Bharat.’

The school press re-
lease stated that the ac-
tivities carried valuable 
messages and showed 
without doubt that edu-
cation is not limited to 
within the four walls of 
the classroom. At the end 
of the competition, Melak 
House edged Saramati 
House with just a point 
to claim the inter-house 
cultural  competition 
championship. Saramati 
and Japfu secured sec-
ond and third positions 
respectively.

The occasion was 
graced by the school’s 
principal, Gp Capt Shar-
ad R Keskar as chief guest 
accompanied by his wife. 
He presented the trophy 
to the winners. He edu-
cated the cadets about 
the cultural dance and 
folk songs of Nagaland 
and cultural dance of 
Madhya Pradesh and also 
spoke on brotherhood, 
sharing, caring and the 
importance of knowing 
culture of other states. 
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PB Acharya along with doctors and surgeons from the country at the medical workshop in Kohima on May 5. EM Images

IGAR (N) Major General Sanjay Gupta flagging off the motorcycle rally in Kohima on May 5.

State’s doctors told to harness latest medical tech IRCS members urged to put in 
more to ease ‘human suffering’

Tethuyo bags best VDBs award 

Book on ‘Nagas at Nakachari’ released

AR nabs two persons with arms

IGAR flag off motorcycle rally

Dimasa Baptist Hosom 
holds annual conclave 

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, May 5 (EMN): 
Nagaland Governor PB 
Acharya has advised 
medical practitioners in 
the state to keep them-
selves updated with the 
cutting edge technology 
in their respective area of 
expertise, considering the 
constant advancement in 
science and technology 
across the world.

Acharya stated this 
during his address at a 
medical workshop at 
Oking Hospital and Re-
search Clinic Pvt. Ltd., in 
Kohima on May 5. The 
programme was organ-
ised by the East Zone 
Urological Society of In-
dia (Ezusi).

Acknowledging that 
the roles played by medi-

cal personnel and doc-
tors in the lives of the 
people cannot be under-
rated, Acharya reminded 
that their profession also 
called for responsibility 
more than privilege. He 
asserted that the medi-
cal professionals, while 
equipping themselves 
with latest trends and 
knowledge and technol-
ogy, should also endeav-
our to make healthcare 
‘accessible and afford-
able’ to all. 

The medical person-
nel were urged to contin-
ue upholding ethics and 
to always remember that 
“as healthcare providers, 
you do not merely treat a 
disease but a sick human 
being.” Acharya noted 
that patients now expe-

rience less pain, scarring 
and recover early due to 
the arrival of minimally 
invasive techniques such 
as laparoscopy, endosco-
py and robots and other 
medical technology. This 
means people are able 
to return to work sooner 
and significantly add 
to the economy of the 
country, he said.

Appreciating the pres-
ence of eminent urolo-
gists, medical experts, 
and physicians at the 
workshop, Acharya was 
hopeful that the event 
would empower medi-
cal workers in the state 
with knowledge about 
the latest advancements 
in urology and provide 
a forum for discussions, 
review and approach for 

prevention, and better 
management of urologic 
diseases.

Further, the governor 
expressed delight that 
many ‘super specialists’ 
are in Nagaland, espe-
cially the availability of 
three qualified urologists 
viz. one in Kohima and 
two in Dimapur.  He in-
formed that Tata Trusts 
have agreed to collabo-
rate with the state gov-
ernment to upgrade ex-
isting district hospitals 
so that level-one and two 
cancer treatment can 
be given in the district 
hospitals itself. Besides, 
he said doctors coming 
from outside would train 
the local doctors for the 
purpose.  

Ezusi’s president, Dr. 

KK Panigrahy, spoke at 
the event too.  He said 
that the organisation en-
deavours to visit all the 
‘untouched states’ of the 
Northeast in the coming 
days. In the absence of 
urology departments in 
the hospitals of the state 
and with high rate of ‘ne-
phrolithiasis,’ he sought 
the help of the governor 
to develop a urology de-
partment to cater to the 
needs of the people. 

Also speaking on the 
occasion, Ezusi’s Secre-
tary Dr. Harprit Singh 
emphasized on the ur-
gent need to set up a urol-
ogy department espe-
cially in the government 
hospitals in the state. He 
added that doctors from 
the east zone will extend 
all possible help.

On May 4 evening, 
discussion on various 
topics about prevention 
of stones, and the role of 
laboratories, and surgi-
cal methods, among oth-
ers were discussed. Live 
operation procedures on 
various urological proce-
dures, PCNL, and lapar-
oscopy urosurgery were 
conducted by eminent 
doctors to ‘sharpen the 
knowledge and skills’ of 
budding urologists and 
surgeons.

Dimapur, May 5 (EMN): 
Amid the world observ-
ing Red Cross Day on 
May 8 with the theme 
‘everywhere for every-
one, smile,’ Nagaland’s 
Governor PB Acharya has 
encouraged Red Cross 
members to rededicate to 
relieving human suffer-
ing, and to protect human 
lives and dignity besides 
responding to emergen-
cies.

Acharya, also the pres-
ident of the Indian Red 
Cross Society’s (IRCS) Na-
galand branch, urged to 
pay tribute to its founder 
Henri Dunant and to the 
millions of volunteers 
who have followed in his 

footsteps to provide as-
sistance and humanitar-
ian service to the vulnera-
ble. He also called upon all 
to have a generous heart, 
kind speech and a life of 
service and compassion, 
which are essential for 
nurturing humanity.

The governor said that 
the Nagaland chapter of 
the IRCS, since its incep-
tion, had grown and had 
been rendering humani-
tarian network in the state 
by providing humanitar-
ian values, disaster re-
sponse and healthcare in 
the community. 

“On this significant 
day, let us reiterate that 
‘selfless service’ lies at 

the heart of the Red Cross 
Movement and all of us 
should reaffirm our com-
mitment to relieve hu-
man suffering, protect 
human lives and dignity 
and respond to emergen-
cies,” Acharya stated in 
his message. 

As the president of 
IRCS, Nagaland state 
branch, he has appreci-
ated all the office bear-
ers, member of IRCSN 
for their hard work and 
sincerity in helping the 
needy people of the state. 
He has further wish the 
India Red Cross Society, 
Nagaland state branch a 
success in all future en-
deavours.

Dimapur, May 5 (EMN): 
Department of Rural 
Development Agency 
(DRDA), Kiphire division, 
has conferred the best 
VDB award to Tethuyo 
VDB under Longmatra 
RD block. Tethuyo was 
awarded the best func-
tioning VDB in terms of 
schemes implementa-
tion for the year 2016-
2017.

A press release issued 
by P Achumse stated that 
a felicitation programme 
in this regard was held at 
Tethuyo village on May 28. 

Speaking at the felici-
tation programme, Sat-
sathong, project director 
DRDA, Kiphire, urged 
upon the gathering to ju-
diciously utilise govern-
ment funds for the devel-
opment of the village.

Thsipongju, chair-
man of Tethuyo village 
council, has appreciated 
the DRDA department 
for choosing Tethuyo 
village VBD to get the 
award. 

Special song was pre-
sented by Tehuyo youth, 
while the programme 
was chaired by Langsh-
ing, BDO Longmatra 
block.

Dimapur, May 5 (EMN): 
A book titled “Naga 
nunger Nakachari nung 
talidak mesemteta aliba 
otsu, 1937-2017 (80 years 
history of Naga settle-
ment at Nakachari 1937-
2017),” authored and 
compiled by Imsu Jamir, 
was released in a simple 
function on May 5 at Na-
kachari.

The book was dedi-
cated by Rev. Dr. Lima 
Jamir, dean of post 
graduate studies, East-
ern Theological College, 
Jorhat.

Imsu Jamir (born in 
Lirmen village now 88), 
who had settled there 
during 1950s is a torch 
bearer for the Nagas liv-
ing at Nakachari to date. 
He has played a proactive 
role for the welfare of the 
Naga people visiting As-
sam for different needs 
during the years of tur-
bulent era. 

From records, it was 
learned that many inno-
cent Naga people used to 

Dimapur, May 5 (EMN): 
Dimapur battalion of 
the Assam Rifles along 
with representative from 
state police have arrested 
two persons suspected 
to be member of NSCN 
(IM) and NNC (NA) from 
Khermahal in Dimapur 
on May 4.

The Assam Rifles press 
release stated that the duo 
was arrested during op-
eration basing on specific 
intelligent inputs in pos-
session of illegal incrimi-
nating documents and 
weapons.

The individuals were 
identified as Abel Chopy, 

Dimapur, May 5 (EMN): 
Inspector General of As-
sam Rifles (North), Major 
General Sanjay Gupta, 
has flagged off the motor-
cycle rally campaign on 
‘HIV/AIDS and drug free 
Nagaland’ at Assam Rifles 
helipad ground, Kohima, 
on May 5.

The flag off ceremony 
was attended by all ranks 
of Assam Rifles, local 
biking enthusiasts and 
friends from the media. 
The event commenced 
with a brief inaugural ad-
dress about the event, 
followed by a group pho-
tograph, interaction of 
bikers with IGAR and flag-
ging off the rally. 

The bikers com-
menced their sojourn 

amidst loud cheer and 
fanfare escorted by the 
local bikers from Kohima 
Biking Association till the 
outskirts of the town.

The rally is being con-
ducted from May 5 to 11 in 
three legs namely Kohima- 
Kiphire- Zunheboto - Wok-
ha, Dimapur – Medziphe-
ma- Jalukie and Tuensang 
– Mokokchung covering 
nine districts of Nagaland. 

A total of 20 bikers 
from Assam Rifles along-
with Kohima chapter of 
NER Biker’s Association 
formed part of the inau-
gural ceremony in Ko-
hima. The bikers would 
cover a distance of 563 
kms en route Kohima- 
Jessami-Kiphire-Zunhe-
boto- Wokha and back to 

Kohima. Various theme 
based activities such as 
lectures, skits, friendly 
volleyball matches with 
local teams, musical 
events, medical camps 
have been planned. 

IGAR (N) had under-
taken campaign against 
drugs and HIV/AIDS and 
has been carrying out 
various activities in col-
laboration with govern-
ment agencies as well as 
NGOs. The motorcycle 
rally is part of the cam-
paign to create aware-
ness amongst the youth 
about the social menace 
of drugs and HIV/AIDS 
across the state and moti-
vate youth to make Naga-
land drugs and HIV/AIDS 
free state.

Thavaseelan K is seen speaking during the workshop on violence 
against women and children in Mon town.

(L-R) Imsu Jamir (author) and Rev. Dr. Lima Jamir, ETC Jorhat, during 
releasing of the book.

Two accused in police custody.

Mon’s stakeholders discuss violence against women

Dimapur, May 5 (EMN): 
Representatives from vil-
lage councils, women 
organisations, church 
leaders, students and 
community leaders in 
Mon district were sensi-
tised on violence against 
women and children 

during a series of work-
shops held on May 3 and 
4 at Mon town. The pro-
gramme was organised 
jointly by the office of the 
deputy commissioner, 
state resource centre for 
women (SRCW) and Na-
galand state social welfare 

board (NSSWB). 
Speaking in one of 

the programmes, Vrin-
da Shukla, SDPO, Mon, 
urged the parents to be 
vigilant, while sending 
their children away as do-
mestic help or for educa-
tion to towns and cities. 
She has also asked them 
to register details about 
their children with the 
police so that they could 
regulate to ensure pre-
vention of violence and 
crime. 

Thavaseelan K, deputy 
commissioner, Mon, has 
exhorted the community 
leaders to be conversant 
with the laws and gov-
ernment schemes avail-
able in order to take ac-
tive steps against injustice 
within the community. He 
also encouraged them to 
educate each other in or-
der to act together against 
any form of violence. 

Mrs Bano Vinito, NS-
SWB chairperson, has 
described the inherent 
strong sense of commu-

nity as an asset and asked 
the community to ap-
ply them to restrain and 
restrict such violence. 
She further urged the 
students’ unions to take 
charge and keep record of 
their own children leaving 
the village to prevent vio-
lence and trafficking. 

“A good step would be 
to ensure the monitor-
ing of teacher absentee-
ism and work towards 
improving the quality of 
education,” she added. 

R Wilford, SDO, Mon, 
reminded them about 
the value of raising their 
children within their own 
guardianship. Lomei, 
KNSK president, while 
pointing out several in-
cidents of children being 
abused, urged the public 
to ensure that all children 
are connected to the tribal 
bodies in the districts they 
are sent to. A KSU repre-
sentative reiterated their 
commitment on the issue 
of child domestic help. 

A workshop on child 

rights was exclusively 
conducted with princi-
pals and teachers of edu-
cational institutions. An-
other session on sexual 
harassment of women at 
workplace (Prevention, 
Prohibition and Redres-
sal) Act, 2013, with the 
head of departments and 
other officials was also 
conducted.

Samuel Kapu, DCPO, 
Mon, spoke on the serv-
ices available via the In-
tegrated Child Protection 
Scheme (ICPS), while 
Moba, DLSA panel law-
yer, spoke on the services 
of the Nagaland state le-
gal service authority. The 
workshops were conduct-
ed with special reference 
to Women Helpline 181, 
One Stop Centre and  Beti 
Bachao Beti Padhao.

Poster campaign and 
community awareness 
were carried out by the 
Women Helpline 181 
across Mon town and 
neighbouring villages 
from May 2 to 4.

A Maruti Swift seen here caught in the Chathe River on May 5 morning at 4th Mile in Dimapur. EM Images

Completed Bailey saves residents dangers of lengthy roundabout
Eastern Mirror Desk 

Dimapur, May 5: The 
Bailey bridge over Chathe 
River, work on which was 
in progress since the first 
bridge across it collapsed 
on July 11 2017, has final-
ly opened to commuters. 
The bridge opened on 
Sat. May 5 evening, dedi-
cated by the proprietor 
of the Great Commission 
Academy at Naga United 
Village, Rev. Dr. Phüveyi 
Dozo. The PWD Chief En-
gineer Roads and Bridges 
Limadongdang Jamir. 

Residents from the 
other side of the river 
were struggling to take 
the route to the Patkai-
Seithekima area. It was 
not ‘favourable’ because 
of a four-lane road work 
in progress, it is learned. 

Some commuters 
even paddled down-
stream—which is risky 
and dangerous—to avoid 

Dimapur, May 4 (EMN): 
Dimasa Baptist Hosom 
(Association) has held its 
22nd annual conference 
on April 28 and 29 at the 
Dimasa Baptist Church, 
Doyapur, on the theme 
“Christ for the world.”

Akho Savino, UBC 
mission co-ordinator, 
Kohima, was the lone 
speaker invited from 
other church besides lo-
cal leaders. Leaders and 
believers from churches 
and fellowships under 
Hosom attended the 
conference. There was 

a baptism programme 
on Sunday before the 
service.

A press release from 
the DBH executive sec-
retary, Nizora Thaosen, 
stated that many were 
blessed during the pro-
gramme, adding leaders/
workers have rededicated 
themselves to serve the 
Lord with more devotion 
and seriousness.

Meanwhile, the Ho-
som has thanked all the 
donors/well wishers and 
prayer warriors for the 
success of the conference.

the long route to Patkai-
Seithekima area which 
was also not convenient 
in this monsoon season.    

On May 4, a Maruti 
Swift got submerged at 
Chathe river when the 

owner of the car attempt-
ed to ford downstream 
after the temporary struc-
ture was washed away.

Most of the commut-
ers had been attempting 
to take the trip down-

stream but were being 
forced to take a U-turn 
considering the risks in-
volved.   

According to a 
source, a warning sign 
and reflectors have been 

put up. Some minor 
works are still yet to be 
undertaken. Also, work 
on protective construc-
tions for the riverbed 
will continue in the 
coming days. 

get arrested by the Assam 
police under suspicion 
during 50s till 70s and put 
behind bar. Imsu was al-
ways there to secure bail 
for the release of those 
Nagas. 

For the benefit of 
the Nagas living in that 
sector, the government 
of Assam has nominat-
ed him as a president 
through All Assam Tribal 
Sangha for issuance of 

ST Hills certificates and 
PRC for the genuine 
Naga people living in As-
sam since 1990s. Imsu is 
also the vice president 
of Border Peace Coordi-
nation Committee (As-
sam-Nagaland) since its 
inception. He has done 
exceedingly done well for 
peace building between 
the people of Nagaland 
and Assam living in the 
border areas.

under-secretary of NNC 
(NA), and Robito Ashu-
mi of NSCN (IM). The 
troops recovered one ve-
hicle yearly tax slip, two 
extortion slips, cash of 
INR 4,160, and one point 
32mm pistol, two work 
permit of NSCN(IM), 

one extortion slip NSCN 
(IM) and cash worth INR 
23,110 respectively.

It added that the indi-
viduals alongwith recov-
ered items were handed 
over to West Police Sta-
tion, Dimapur, for further 
investigation.
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Guwahati, May 5 (IANS): A po-
liceman and an Ulfa militant 
were killed during an anti-insur-
gency operation on the Assam-
Arunachal Pradesh border, police 
said on Saturday.

The incident took place late 
Friday at the Kuzupathar village 
in Tinsukia district.

The slain policeman has been 
identified as Officer-in-Charge of 
Bordumsa Police station Bhaskar 
Kalita while the terrorist is yet to 
be named.

According to the police, the 
operation led by Kalita was based 
on a tip-off that a group of terror-
ists were hiding in the village.

As the security forces sur-
rounded the village, the terror-
ists hurled a grenade and fired 
indisciminately.

Assam DGP Kuladhar Saikia 
is scheduled to arrive in Tinsukia 
on Saturday. 

Saikia, who took charge as the 
state’s DGP less than a week ago, 
will also visit the incident spot.

Shillong, May 5 (PTI): Megha-
laya Leader of Opposition Mukul 
Sangmas daughter Miani D Shira 
will be the Congress candidate for 
the May 28 by-election in Ampati 
constituency in the state, party of-
ficials said today.

AICC president Rahul Gandhi 
has approved Shiras name after 
her name was shortlisted and 
sent by the state party leadership 

for approval, they said quoting 
a communique by AICC general 
secretary Mukul Wasnik. The by-
election was necessitated after 
Sangma resigned from Ampati 
after winning from Songsak seat as 
well in the state assembly election 
on February 27.

The by-elections will be held 
on May 28 and the result will be 
declared on May 31. The last date 

of withdrawal is May 14.
Chief Electoral Officer F R 

Kharkongor told PTI that the elec-
tion department has sought deploy-
ment of four companies of central 
armed police forces. The BSF has 
also been asked to keep tight vigil 
along the Indo-Bangladesh border 
and district officials in Assam have 
also been requested coordination 
for successful poll, he said.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, May 5 (EMN): As 
part of Gram Swaraj Ab-
hiyaan the National Ru-
ral Livelihood Mission 
(NRLM) and Lumbajong 
block development cele-
brated Aajeevika & Kaushal 
Vikas mela at Lumbajong 
d e v e l o p m e n t  b l o c k 
premises in Manja on May 
5 Saturday. 

The mela was organ-
ised by the Ministry of Skill 
development and rural 
development.

The main objective of 
the mela is to create aware-
ness about various govern-
ment skill development 
and livelihood initiatives 

among the youths and 
provide platforms for the 
youths to get exposure to 
various skill development 
courses and job oppor-
tunities available in the 
industries and counsel the 
candidates and parents to 
aspire for acquiring new 
skills. The mela was or-
ganised by inviting offi-
cials of various line depart-
ments to inform members 
of SHGs and individuals 
about the various schemes, 
plans and programme pro-
vided by central and state 
government.

Block Project Manager 
of Lumbajong dev. Block, 
Rupsing Timung informed 

that around 1000 women 
SHGs members and in-
dividuals took part in the 
mela. Assistant Director, 
handloom & textiles, Jun-
ior Inspector & Auditor, 
Jaliram Engti informed 
about the schemes avail-
able to women in hand-
loom department, while 
National Helath Mission, 
Block Programme Manag-
er  of Manja Block Primary 
Health Centre, Willingson 
Rongphar explained about 
the various health schemes 
available to women, chil-
dren and adult. He also 
told the scheme available 
to pregnant mothers and 
for new born babies.

Imphal, May 5 (IANS): Mizoram’s 
first medical college is slated to 
open its doors in August.

The Mizoram Institute of 
Medical College of Research is 
located at Falkawn and has all 
the necessary infrastructures as 
required by the Medical Council 
of India (MCI), L. Fimate, the 
Director of the college, told IANS 
on Saturday.

“The MCI has recommended 

the Letter of Permission for set-
ting up the college,” he said. 

Mizoram Chief Minister Lal 
Thanhawla initiated the institu-
tion’s establishment keeping in 
mind the rising number of medi-
cal aspirants in the state. 

Fimate said:, “Mizoram has 
been getting just 10 seats every 
year in the Regional Institute of 
Medical Sciences, (RIMS), Imphal. 
It is a central college. The medi-

cal aspirants of Mizoram find it 
almost impossible to get a seat in 
other medical colleges in India.” 

The college will initially ca-
pacitate 100 students, 85 seats 
reserved for Mizo students. 

Fimate has previously served 
as the Director in RIMS for nearly 
six years. He has also served as the 
head of the Forensic sciences in 
RIMS and J.N. Institute of Medi-
cal Sciences, Imphal. 

Guwahati, May 5 (PTI): As-
sam Chief Minister Sarbananda 
Sonowal today said an inquiry 
would be conducted into the 
killing of a police officer in an en-
counter with militants and to as-
certain the quality of bullet-proof 
jacket worn by him. 

Bhaskar Kalita, officer-in-
charge (OC), Bordumsa police 
station, was killed in an encounter 
with ULFA (Independent) mili-
tants last night in Tinsukia along 
the inter-state boundary with 
Arunachal Pradesh.

Sonowal told reporters here 
that a probe would be ordered 
to verify the quality of the bullet-
proof jacket used by Kalita during 
the operation.

Director General of Police 
(DGP) Kula Saikia said investiga-
tions would be done as to when 
the jacket was purchased, who 
was responsible for procuring it 
and the supplier involved.

Saikia also said that operations 
against the ULFA would be inten-
sified to prevent the insurgent 
outfit from resorting to subversive 
activities.

The slain police officer’s wife 
Sangeeta Kalita, who works in the 
Assam Police’s Special Branch, 
questioned how “poor quality 
bullet-proof jackets were procured 
without considering the safety of 
its personnel”.

Kalita’s body was brought to 
Guwahati today where his last rites 
were performed.

Condemning the killing of 
Kalita, Sonowal directed the police 
to arrest the culprits at the earli-
est and announced Rs 20 lakh ex 
gratia for the family of the slain 
police officer.

In a statement, the chief min-
ister hailed Kalita as a brave and 
competent police officer and 
directed the DGP to travel to the 
site of the encounter and take 

steps for arresting the culprits at 
the earliest.

Referring to last night’s en-
counter, Sonowal said such in-
cidents disturb peace, harmony 
and unity of society and seriously 
hamper the environment of devel-
opmental activities which would 
not be tolerated.

The chief minister also said 
that Kalita’s family, in his absence, 
would be able to draw full salary 
till the time of his retirement.

On receiving information 
about the presence of a group 
of ULFA(I) extremists in a house 
near Bordumsa, Assam Police 
and Cobra Battalion of CRPF led 
by Bhaskar Kalita raided the area 
near Bordumsa yesterday. 

As the security forces cordoned 
off the area, the insurgents opened 
fire and in the exchange of bullets, 
the OC was shot dead, Additional 
Director General of Police (Special 
Branch) Pallav Bhattacharyya said.

Gangtok, May 5 (IANS): Calling upon 
the Central and Sikkim governments to 
consider granting the ST status to all the 
indigenous communities of the state in 
alignment with a constitutional provision, 
a resolution have affirmed that it would 
ensure lasting peace and prosperity.

“We recommend to the government of 
Sikkim and the government of India, that 
the Scheduled Tribe status be considered 
in alignment with the provisions of Article 
371 (F) of the Constitution of India, for all 
the communities of Sikkim. This will en-
sure lasting peace and prosperity,” said the 
Gangtok Resolution, adopted after a two-
day Sikkim Summit for Tribal Status 2018 
here on Friday. Article 371 (F) of the Indian 
constitution deals with special provisions 
with respect to the state of Sikkim.

Out of the 20 indigenous communities 
in Sikkim, 11 Sikkimese Nepali communi-
ties are yet to get ST status. 

The summit brought together leading 
scholars and policy makers to present their 
views on the decades-old demand.

The resolution, read out by Sikkim’s 
lone Lok Sabha member P.D. Rai, remind-
ed the authorities that the state had over-
whelmingly voted to join the Indian union 
at a historic referendum on April 14, 1975.

The Resolution said that all the “tribes 
of the Sikkim Himalaya live in similar so-
cial and economic condition and endure 
similar hardship and challenges posed by 
the geo-political situation and the moun-
tainous topography of Sikkim.”

It said all the communities were rec-
ognised as tribes of the Himalayas by the 
British, while the erstwhile Sikkimese king, 
The Chogyal, had placed all of them in the 
same pedestal, and “gave them protection 
by providing them reservation in the State 
Council and employment”.

“After the merger of Sikkim with the 
Indian union in 1975, a section of the Sik-
kimese people were recognised as STs and 
SCs of Sikkim, as per the prevailing Consti-
tution of India and the rest, specially, the 
Sikkimese Nepali community were left out 
from this affirmative action.”

Stressing that the remaining commu-
nities had the right to be recognised as STs, 
the resolution sought justice and rectifica-
tion of the wrong done to them.

The resolution was signed among oth-
ers by eminent anthropologists T.B. Subba 
and Sarit.K. Chaudhuri, former Ministry of 
Tribal Affairs Secretary Hrushikesh Panda, 
former Union Minister Kishore Chandra 
Deo, Sikkim Chief Minister Pawan Cham-
ling’s legal advisor K.T. Gyaltsen, constitu-
tional law expert Shomona Khanna and 
Tibetologist-cum-Indo-China analyst 
Claude Arpi -- all of whom addressed the 
summit.

The event, inaugurated by Chamling 
on Friday, was organised by EIECOS - an 
association of the registered 11 indigenous 
ethnic communities of Sikkim - as also the 
Sikkim Commission for backward Classes 
and the state’s Social Justice Empower-
ment and Welfare Department. 

Dimapur, May 5 (EMN): 
Trade on wildlife is a com-
mon phenomenon in Ma-
nipur and the people of 
Tamenglong is not an ex-
ception to this. The forest 
of Tamenglong is a home to 
various animals and birds 
which are already rare and 
endangered due to excessive 
exploitation and hunting.

However, animals and 
birds are being targeted by 
wildlife traffickers and hunt-
ers for the food, medicinal 
purposes (mostly traditional 
beliefs) and pet trade.

Rainforest Club Tamen-
glong is working to reduce 
hunting and raise voices 
against illegal trading on 
these endangered.

In a good gesture the 
Rainforest Club Tamenglong 
(RCT) has rescued a rare 
and endangered Malayan 
Leaf Turtle and released into 
the Dailong’s biodiversity 
heritage site in Tamenglong 
district on May 3, an updated 
from Manipur stated.

The Rain forest club, 
Tamenglong member Mor-
decai Panmei informed that 
the rare and endangered tur-
tle was saved from trading by 
SDC, Tousem Sub-division 
Kaomei from a local fisher-
man from Tousem village on 
the April 26 and was reported 
to Rain forest Tamenglong. 
He narrated that the rare 
and endangered turtle was 
then rehabilitated in Tamen-
glong under the guidance of 
Rain forest club Tamenglong 
member Peiningjuanliu Ka-
mei for further identification 
of the turtle.

The turtle also received 
observations and studies 
by Rain Forest Club Tamen-
glong member and The Cor-
bett Foundation Mordecai 
Panmei, for any possible 
injuries during its captivity.

The main contributors 
during the identification of 
the turtle were Manoj Gogoi, 
a wildlife rehabilitator from 
The Corbett Foundation 
(TCF) and Precious Kamei.

Once the turtle was re-
searched and fit for releas-
ing, four members from 
Rainforest Club Tamen-
glong took the turtle to the 
Biodiversity Heritage site, 
Dailong under the acknowl-
edgement of Honorary 
Wildlife warden of Tamen-
glong Dr. Chambo Gonmei. 
The turtle was released into 
the wild with a good and 
stable health condition, he 
informed.

PTI

Assam Police officials pay floral tribute to Bhaskar Kalita who died in an encounter with ULFA (I) at Majiri village in Palashbari, Kamrup district on Saturday. 

Mirror Crossword 1809sud0ku 1649
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1808

ACROSS
1. Free from obstruction
6. Applaud
10. Food thickener
14. Insect stage
15. Opera set in Egypt
16. Periodicals
17. Pertaining to the largest continent
18. Close
19. King of Norway
20. Choice
22. Safes
24. Solitary
25. “The more the _______”
26. Envisioned
29. Hard calcareous tissue
30. Metrical foot
31. Pomposity
37. Pole-like structure
39. Grow old
40. Band leader _____ Shaw
41. In this area
44. University in California
45. Not minus
46. Millionaire recluse Howard ______
48. Pertaining to a river
52. Male offspring
53. Cruise or ocean-going ships
54. Pertaining to the color spectrum
58. Vipers
59. Story or fable
61. Jeweler’s tool
62. Thin narrow opening
63. Style
64. “Our Miss Brooks” actress Eve 

_____
65. Understands (Scottish)
66. Obligation
67. Accomplishments 

DOWN
1. Clothed
2. Emit coherent light
3. Singer ____ Clapton
4. Accessible

5. Payment for freedom
6. Boat
7. Legal claim
8. Governmental computer 

language
9. One who has achieved wealth 

but not social status
10. French for “Love”
11. Priests of Cybele (Greek 

mythology)
12. Striped or clouded 

quartz 13. Russian Soviet 
Federated Socialist Republic

21. To the inside

23. Sporting venue
25. Choral work of sacred text
26. Plate
27. Percentage
28. Chieftain
29. Fake or dubious
32. “High Sierra” director _____ 

Walsh
33. Pharmacy
34. Scratch
35. Thin slab of clay or stone
36. Affirmatives
38. Tropical hoofed mammal 

42. Exploded

43. Sneaker or loafer, for 
example

47. Naked
48. Flattened bottle-shaped 

container
49. Tightly twisted thread
50. Unfasten
51. Sleeveless garments
52. Expended
54. Thick flat slice or piece
55. Uncouth
56. Mimicked
57. Focuses light
60. Beer

solutions to suD0ku 1648

Two killed along Assam-AP border

Sangma’s daughter to contest Ampati by-poll

Aajeevika & Kaushal Vikas mela held in KA

Mizoram’s first medical college to open in August

Sonowal orders probe into killing of police officer

‘Centre, Sikkim, should grant ST 
status to indigenous communities’

Rare and endangered turtle rescued in Tamenglong



AFFIDAVITRegd. No. 147/18 Dated: 28.04.2018

I, Miss Sentisola Lemtur, D/o. Shri Likoknuken Lemtur, aged about 
29 years, residence of H/No.039, NH-02, Arjukong Ward, Tsudikong 
(13th Mile Paper Mill), Mokokchung, Paper Nagar, Nagaland, 798623, 
in the state of Nagaland, do hereby solemnly affirm on oath and declare 
as under:- 
1. That I am a citizen of India. 
2. That in my Aadhar Card bearing No. 8676 8720 5161, and also in 

all my Educational Documents my name and my father's name has 
been entered without Surname.

3. That from now onwards I want to add my Surname and my father's 
surname as "Lemtur". 

4. That the purpose of swearing this Affidavit is to declare that 
henceforth I shall be called "Sentisola Lemtur, D/o. Shri Likoknuken 
Lemtur" for all official purposes and wherever "Sentisola, D/o. Shri 
Likoknuken" is appeared may be corrected as "Sentisola Lemtur, 
D/o. Shri Likoknuken Lemtur" by competent authority. 

5. That the statements made in Para 1 to 4 are all true and correct to 
the best of my knowledge and no materials are concealed thereof. 

Solemnly sworn before me by deponent on this 28th day of April 2018. 
CHIEF JUDICIAL MAGISTRATE/ NOTARY PUBLIC 
DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

DEPONENT

D-5364

Dated Kohima, the   th May, 2018

NOTIFICATION
NO.TOUR(T&S)-3/2011 -12/  //  
Applications in plain paper is invited to give 
candidature for undergoing 3-year B.Sc. in 
Hospitality and Hotel Administration for 
the academic session 2018-19 at Shillong 
and Guwahati. 
Interested candidates may submit 
their applications supported by all the 
necessary documents to the office of the 
undersigned on or before 25th May, 2018. 
Selection of candidates will be done on 
the basis of the academic marks.

(AKHALE VIZOL) 
Addl. Director (HoD) KG-2505

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF TOURISM

NAGALAND: KOHIMA

OFFICE OF THE 
BUSINESS ASSOCIATION OF DAROGAPATHAR 

DIMAPUR-797115, NAGALAND

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
The Business Association of Darogapathar (BAD) heartily 
congratulates Shri. Sasank Ghatraj, who is the Executive Convenor 
of BAD and a bonafide citizen of Darogapathar Village for reaching 
the height of a Minister of State in the present PDA Government. 
The Association also would like to thank the Honourable Chief 
Minister Shri. Neiphiu Rio and the PDA Government for having 
confidence in Shri. Sasank Ghatraj and appointing him to such 
high post. 

The BAD further extends its fullest support to Shri Sasank 
Ghatraj in all his endeavours and pray that he dispenses his 
responsibilities righteously. 

 IMENUKLO LONGCHAR LIMALA WALLING 
 President General Secretary 

D-5363

KHEDI BAPTIST HIGHER SECONDARY SCHOOL 
Kohima, Nagaland 

Admission Notice for Class 11 (Arts)
 Admission forms and prospectus for class 11 will be available from 7th 

May 2018.
 Interested candidates may avail the admission forms from the school 

during office hours or from Orchid Store Main Town Kohima. (Razhü 
Point)

 Admission will be given on first come first serve basis basing on HSLC 
Marksheet.

 Transportation facility is also available. 
Principal  

9402720322/9856882191K-1664

D-5362
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EM Image
Proprietor of Crockery Tree, Alem Imchen (extreme right), with the winners of Wonderchef’s raffle draw.

Members of the Nagaland unit of the BJP seen here with Naga student leaders in Bangalore on May 4.

Snapshot of the damage caused by a cyclonic storm that lashed Aghunaqa area on April 2.

Two accused with the seized liquor in Merapani.

State BJP team in Bangalore 
for Karnataka election

Cyclonic storm leaves trail of 
destruction in Aghunaqa area

Western Sumi students general conclave concludes

Three held with IMFL, ammunition

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, May 5: Dis-
tributors and members 
of the of the very popu-
lar Indian kitchenware 
brand Wonderchef  host-
ed a how-to, besides a 
raffle draw, on May 5 at 
their office in Naharbari 
in Dimapur.

The Dimapur-based 
enterprise ‘Crockery 
Tree,’ belonging to two 
sisters Aten and Alem 

, informed that they 
deal only in original 
and top quality Won-
derchef products and 
is the main distributor 
from Dimapur. “We want 
to show our esteemed 
members the quality and 
efficiency of the prod-
ucts which is why we are 
conducting this event,” 
said Aten. 

The members dis-
played products besides 

conducting practical 
sessions to demonstrate 
the use of juicers, grind-
ers, oven toaster and 
grills etc. “We just don’t 
want to be a dealer but 
also family to its mem-
bers so we decided to 
cook together as the 
“wonderchef family” 
and get to know each 
other more,” according 
to Alem.

Wonderchef has 

around 3500 members 
in Nagaland, Aten adds. 
“Many other crockery 
pots we get locally are 
raw aluminium pots and 
pans that have pores 
which can seep into your 
food as well. Wonderchef 
is imported, long lasting, 
good quality, more vari-
ety and sold at a reason-
able rate,” the housewife 
said when asked what 
makes the brand differ-

ent from others. “Won-
derchef products help 
increase the utility of 
your kitchen and help 
you make a variety of 
dishes,” she said.

A part of the event 
also was a raffle draw. 
The winner was awarded 
Wonderchef’s Cold Press 
Juicer V6 worth INR 
20,000. There were con-
solation prize winners 
too. 

Wonderchef Is  said 
to be nationally ac-
claimed chef Sanjeev Ka-
poor’s brand promoting 
to Indian homemakers 
a unique range of cook-
ware, kitchen tools and 
accessories “carefully 
handpicked by the chef 
himself” in collabora-
tion with different com-
panies around the world. 
The brand has a wide 
range of home applianc-
es and kitchen products 
such as non-stick cook-
ware, knifes, mixers and 
juicers, and baking ware, 
among others.

A certified Won-
derchef store is to be 
opened shortly in Di-
mapur, updates say.

Dimapur, May 5 (EMN): 
A delegation of the Na-
galand state Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) led by 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Y Patton and accom-
panied by Health and 
Family Welfare Minister 
S Pangyu Phom is said to 
have reached Bengaluru 
on May 3. They will be 
stationed there till May 
8 ‘in view of the Karna-
taka legislative assem-
bly election,’ updates 
have informed. 

A press release from 
the BJP media cell stat-

ed that the delegation 
met with the All India 
BJP General Secretary 
Muralidhar Rao at Ben-
galuru on May 4. They 
deliberated on ‘strate-
gies to reach out to the 
north-eastern people 
in general and the Na-
galand citizens in par-
ticular,’ according to the 
update. 

There are reportedly 
about seven lakh of NE 
people in Bangalore in-
cluding more than 8,000 
people from Nagaland 
state.

On May 6, there 
would be a “Northeast 
Samavesha” at 4 pm at 
the Palace Ground, in 
the IT city where chief 
ministers from the 
Northeast states among 
others would be attend-
ing the event. National 
BJP President Amit Shah 
will be the main speak-
er, it was informed.

In this connection, 
the Nagaland unit of the 
BJP has appealed to all 
‘well-wishers’ and citi-
zens from Nagaland to 
participate in said event.

Dimapur, May 5 (EMN): 
Properties worth several 
lakhs were reportedly 
damaged in Aghunaqa 
area under Dimapur dis-
trict in a cyclonic storm 
that lashed the area af-
fecting several villages on 
May 2 last.

A press release issued 
by Aghunaqa Kukami 

Kuqhakulu (AAK) stated 
that government offices, 
GBs rest house, rostrums, 
private residences in-
cluding several electric-
ity poles and plantations 
were destroyed in the in-
cident. 

In a letter to ADC 
Niuland, AAK stated that 
Aghunaqa area, being 

under disturb area belt, 
the affected villagers are 
facing untold difficulties 
aftermath the storm and 
have not received any as-
sistance from any corner.

The letter urged the 
concerned authority to 
look into the matter and 
extend calamity relief to 
the effected people. 

Dimapur, May 5 (EMN): 
Wokha battalion of the 
Assam Rifles has con-
fiscated huge amount 
of Indian Made Foreign 
Liquor (IMFL) from 
Merapani foothill road 
on May 5. 

The Assam Rifles 
press release stated il-
legal liquor consisting 
2760 bottles of IMFL 
worth INR 6,90,000 was 
recovered during search 
of  suspected vehicle. It 
stated that two persons 
identified as Rilant-
hung Odyuo (33) of Lio 
longidang village under 
Bhandari sub-division, 
and Atheo Odyuo (27) 
of Bhandari village were 
arrested in this connec-
tion.

It stated the two ac-
cused alongwith the 
recovered items were 
handed over to Bhanda-

ri police station for fur-
ther investigation.

In a separated inci-
dent, Wokha battalion of 
the Assam Rifles has ar-
rested one person with 
illegal ammunition from 
Church Colony, Wokha 
town, on May 4 during 
search of a suspected 
house.

The accused has 
been identified as 
Yanimthung Ezung (46), 
son of Nchupomo Ezung 
and resident of House 
No -56, Church colony, 
Wokha. The troops re-
covered one 9mm live 
round, five point 22 live 
rounds and one uniden-
tified explosive.

It stated that the in-
dividual along with the 
recovered items were 
handed over to Wokha 
Police station for further 
investigation.

Wonderchef sets up a how-to 
table for brands’ family

Dimapur, May 5 (EMN): 
Western Sumi Students’ 
Union (WSSU has held its 
38th general conference 
in Mughavi village under 
Aghunaqa area from April 
27-29 hosted by Aghu-
naqa Area Students’ Un-
ion.

According to media 
and publicity convener 
of the conference, Kaki-

ho Awomi, the speakers 
of the conference were 
Hekhushe Shikhu, presi-
dent of Sumi Hoho; Dr. H 
Hotokhu Chishi, joint di-
rector of health and fam-
ily welfare; Dr. Hesheto Y 
Chishi, director of indig-
enous cultural society Na-
galand & research expert 
UNESCO; Rev. Dr. Khe-
hovi Shohe, director of 

Sumi baptist convention; 
and Hukavi T Yeputhomi, 
member Sumi literature 
board.

Presidents of Sumi Ki-
phimi Kuqhakulu, West-
ern Sumi Hoho, Western 
Sumi Kukami Hoho and 
Western Sumi Totimi 
Hoho have exhorted the 
students on different oc-
casions.

Various literary and 
cultural competitions 
were held during the con-
ference, the press release 

said adding more than 
thousand student del-
egates attended the con-
ference.
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PATH
Standing on the 

Promises
BIBLE READ:   JOHN 15:5–8 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
Ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.     

~  John 15:7

My friend’s brother (when they were both children) assured his sister an umbrella had 
enough lift to hold her up if she would only “believe.” So “by faith” she jumped off a 
barn roof and knocked herself out, suffering a minor concussion.

What God has promised, He will do. But we must be sure we stand on God’s actual word 
when we claim a promise, for only then do we have the assurance that God will do or give 
what He’s promised. Faith has no power in itself. It only counts when it’s based on a clear 
and unambiguous promise from God. Anything else is just wishful thinking.

Here’s a case in point: God has promised, “Ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for 
you. This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit” (John 15:7–8). These verses are 
not a promise that God will answer every prayer we utter, but rather a promise that He will 
respond to every longing for personal righteousness, what Paul calls “the fruit of the Spirit” 
(Galatians 5:22–23). If we hunger and thirst for holiness and ask God for it, He will begin to 
satisfy us. It will take time; for spiritual growth, like human growth, is gradual. Don’t give up. 
Keep asking God to make you holy. In His time and at His pace “it will be done for you.” God 
doesn’t make promises He doesn’t keep.

Dear Lord, thank You for Your many promises to us in Your Word. And thank You for 
sending Your Holy Spirit who gives discernment.

We have a promise-keeping God.

10 Reasons to Go to Church (Even When You Don't Feel Like It)

Nearly 81% of the Employed in India are in the Informal Sector — ILO

“Not forsaking the assem-
bling of ourselves together, 

as is the manner of some, but 
exhorting one another, and 

so much the more as you see 
the Day approaching.” 

(Hebrews 10:25)

“I don’t go to church anymore. 
They’re all hypocrites!” Tara 
said to Pastor Tim. On more 

than one occasion Pastor Tim had 
heard this sort of comment. He’d 
be first to agree the church is made 
up of people who were not per-
fect––neither was he for that mat-
ter. But each time Pastor Tim heard 
such comments, his heart would 
break because he knew the incred-
ible value of doing life together 
with the body of Christ. 

Pastor Tim had long ago 
learned how Satan uses people 
and circumstances to disappoint 
Christians to pull them away from 
the very people God would use to 
bless, train, and encourage them 
at church. But recognizing the en-
emy’s schemes did not ease the 
sorrow of his (or any pastor’s) heart 
for his people.

Maybe you don’t have issues 
with anyone at church; you’re just 
really busy on weekends doing 
other things––good things. At-
tending your kid’s soccer games, 
going on family getaways, and 
fixing stuff around the house are 
all “good things” but if they regu-
larly take you away from church 
attendance, you would do well to 
realize you’re choosing the captiv-
ity of activity over what God says is 
more important. 

Going to church is not about get-
ting your attendance gold star, nor 
is it about gaining God’s favor for 
the week because you assembled 
together with His people. Church is 
not a place to go, rather it is a living 
body where God wants you to be-
come a part––for your good and His 
glory. Let’s look at only 10 of many 
reasons to go to church––even 
when you don’t feel like it.

1. To Hear the Preaching  
of the Word
If the word of God is quick, pow-
erful, and sharper than a sword 
(Hebrews 4:12), then hearing the 
preaching of Scripture is vital to 
your spiritual well-being. Watch-
ing preachers on TV is often how 
people justify giving up on church 
attendance.* They may be listen-
ing to good preaching (if they’re 
discerning), but without living in 
close fellowship with real people, 
one can never really experience 
the help and hope Christ offers His 
bride through faithful involvement 
in a local church. 

These days people are more 
accustomed to getting their infor-
mation through entertainment, 
so sadly more and more preach-
ers are replacing preaching with 
drama, skits, videos, etc.  While 
our culture craves entertainment, 
God never instructed His ministers 
to entertain the troops. Rather He 

commanded them to preach Truth 
with urgency. It is through the 
preaching of sound doctrine that 
the Word of God:

Penetrates hearts and 
transforms lives

Calls sinners to repentance 
Encourages the downtrodden 
Inspires the Lord’s servants to 

love and serve Christ
Lights the way God would have 

you go
When facing certain death, the 

Apostle Paul revealed the impor-
tance of preaching with this final 
instruction to Timothy: “Preach 
the word; be urgent in season and 
out of season; reprove, rebuke, 
exhort with all longsuffering and 
doctrine” (2 Timothy 4:2).

*Please note if you are physically 
unable to attend church, watching 
it on television or online is a won-
derful resource. Especially if the 
church where you are a member 
streams it’s sermons weekly. This 
allows you to stay in communion 
with your church family, learning 
what they are learning, and grow-
ing as they grow.

2. To Participate in Corporate 
Worship
Worshiping God alone is wonder-
ful, but nothing can replace the 
beauty of coming together corpo-
rately to worship Him with others 
who also have His Spirit in them 
through the redeeming work of 
salvation. 

Jesus said those who worship 
must worship in Spirit and in Truth 
(John 4:24). In order to truly wor-
ship God the way He demands 
requires some soul searching. All 
too often, people think worship is 
rooted in feeling like they’ve been 
with God. So they flock to church-
es that help them muster up 
those feelings. Sadly, if the church 
doesn't continue to create an envi-
ronment that stirs their emotions, 
many move on to find another 
church––or worse yet stop attend-
ing altogether. 

Realize that worshiping God 
comes as a response to our hum-
ble gratitude for His love for us. 
Knowing God and His character as 
revealed in Scripture will stir in His 
children a heart of thankfulness 
that is expressed in worship that 
brings Him glory––rather than a 
self-serving emotional experience. 
The Spirit causes true worshipers 
to long to come together with other 
believers to honor Christ. If God’s 
Spirit does not stir in you a desire 
to worship God both privately and 
corporately, it’s time to ask Him to 
show you why.

3. Because Iron Sharpens Iron
That is what Proverbs 27:17 tells 
us. Meeting regularly with other 
believers is a source of encourage-
ment and strength. But know this: 
when iron rubs against iron, not 
only does it become sharper, it also 
causes sparks! It’s just part of the 
process.

Jesus said, “Out of the abun-

dance of the heart the mouth 
speaks” (Matthew 12:34). When 
you live in community with other 
Christians you will get bumped. 
And what spills out of you is what’s 
in your heart. God uses our inter-
actions with others to show us the 
areas He would have us repent and 
turn to reflect more the image of 
His Son. Working alongside Chris-
tians in a church fellowship is a 
wonderful way to grow your love 
for God and for others. And it is 
also God’s way of showing you ar-
eas He wants to mature your walk 
with Christ.

If you’ve stopped attending 
church because people hurt you, 
didn’t measure up to your expecta-
tions, or are hypocritical, know that 
the enemy has you right where he 
wants you. Satan’s tactic is to di-
vide and conquer. If he can pull you 
from the flock, you are vulnerable 
to his deceptions and attacks. Satan 
will use your lack of love for God’s 
people to quench your love for God.

4. To Exercise Your Gift
From preaching to encouraging, 
hospitality to administration, God 
equips His children with gifts to 
serve Christ. (See 1 Corinthians 12 
and Romans 12:6). When a church 
body is healthy, its members real-
ize they are part of the congrega-
tion not only to receive but also to 
be a blessing. 

Statistics reveal that in most 
churches, 20 percent of the peo-
ple do 80 percent of the work. This 
is not to guilt you into “getting in-
volved” at your church, rather it is 
to inspire you. Imagine, God has 
supernaturally gifted you so that He 
can glorify Himself through you as 
you serve Christ (Ephesians 2:10).  

Many see work happening at 
church and think, They really don’t 
need me. Don’t be deceived. A well 
running ministry may appear to 
have all its bases covered––and it 
might. But if you look closely you'll 
discover many individuals who are 
doing more work than they’d like 
simply because today, just as in Je-
sus’ day, “the harvest is truly great 
but the workers are few; therefore 
pray the Lord of the harvest to send 
forth laborers…” (Luke 10:2). Your 
willingness to minister in your 
church with what God has gifted 
you is likely the answer to some-
one’s prayer for God to send more 
workers to help with the harvest.

5. To Encourage Your Pastor
The pastor’s heart of the Apostle 
Paul comes through when he says, 
“I thank my God in all my remem-
brance of you, always in every 
prayer of mine for you all making 
my prayer with joy because of your 
partnership in the gospel from the 
first day until now… And it is right 
for me to feel this way about you 
all for I hold you in my heart” (see 
Philippians 1:3-7). Can’t you just 
hear Paul’s affection for these pre-
cious people who partnered with 
him in spreading the glorious gos-
pel of grace?

In the same way, when you be-
come a partner in ministry with 
your pastor you bring joy to his 
heart, grow his love for you, and 

cause him to joyfully thank God for 
your faithful service to Christ. 

6. To Find Godly Mentors
In the church you’ll discover many 
people who have walked the road 
ahead of you. Their wisdom, in-
sights, and even vulnerability to 
teach you from their mistakes is 
one way God provides to help you 
grow. Titus chapter 2 is a great 
place to learn how much God val-
ues mentorship. It is His plan for 
the older men and women to come 
alongside of the younger to train 
them in godliness, and guide them 
toward building a life of no regrets. 

When I was newly married I 
knew I wasn’t the kind of wife I was 
meant to be, so I looked to women 
in our church whose marriages I 
wanted to emulate. And when I 
wanted to learn how to be a bet-
ter mom, again I asked mothers 
in our church for help. “I can hon-
estly say that my friendships with 
these women is what God used 
to mold me into the woman, wife 
and mother He wanted me to be” 
(Moms Raising Sons to Be Men).

And not only is the church a 
wonderful place to find amazing 
mentors, it is also the place God 
wants to use you to mentor some-
one else. With one eye looking to 
godly older women for guidance, 
and your other eye on who God 
might want you to mentor, don’t 
be surprised at the opportunities 
He will give you. “No eye has seen, 
nor ear heard, nor the heart of man 
imagined, what God has prepared 
for those who love Him” (1 Corin-
thians 2:9).

7. To Teach Your Kids to Love 
the Church
In 18 years as a youth pastor’s wife, 
many times parents would drop 
off their student asking us to “fix 
them.” Often the parents grew up 
in church but walked away after 
they grew up. Most never really 
had a relationship with Jesus. How-
ever, when their own kids were at 
risk, it was to the church they often 
returned. But they usually didn’t 
come themselves. Rather, they 

dropped their kids off in hopes the 
“good” would rub off on them.

If you want to teach your kids to 
love God, they need to see that you 
love God. And if you want them 
to learn to love God’s people, they 
have to observe you loving God’s 
people. Luke 6:40 says the student 
will become like his teacher. No-
tice Jesus didn’t say the student 
will become as the teacher teaches 
him to be, rather he will be like his 
teacher. In her new book Caught 
Not Taught author Julie Rupp 
says, “Our children will learn more 
about faith from watching us live 
out our own faith journey… than 
from us telling them about God.”

8. To be a Light to Your 
Community
Jesus said the world will know we 
are His disciples by our love for one 
another, so of course Satan wants 
to destroy any sense of love and 
community in the body of Christ. 
When you commit to loving God 
and loving others, the light shin-
ing from your Christ-honoring love 
is what the Spirit can use to draw 
others to know Jesus. 

Everyone is looking for accept-
ance and a place to belong. Wheth-
er people admit it or not, they all 
long to be known and loved for who 
they are. When God’s people com-
mit to fiercely love each other by 
covering sins with love and readily 
forgiving each other, their love will 
be a light that shines brightly in a 
crooked and perverse generation. 
Let it begin with you.

9. To Bear Each Other's 
Burdens
Galatians 6:2 teaches us to bear 
each other’s burdens to fulfill the 
law of Christ. Life can be hard, 
right? In a moment everything can 
change. Just when things are going 
great, a phone call, diagnosis, or 
a host of other mishaps can leave 
you feeling afraid and alone. But 
to those who are a part of a church 
family never feel alone. When life is 
going great, they have the affirma-
tion of others. And when life throws 
a curve, they’re blessed by loving 

concern, support, and prayer.
My heart goes out to those 

who we’ve seen come to church 
when life is hard and then when 
their needs are met, they fall away 
again––only to come back when 
there's another next disaster. 
While we are happy to help them, 
we know the real help they need 
is a genuine relationship with Je-
sus and His people. If you're ac-
customed to only going to church 
when you have a need, why don’t 
you try going when you're doing 
okay? Maybe God will use you to be 
an encouragement to others who 
are looking for help.

10. Because God Says To
Hebrews 10:25 says, “Not forsak-
ing the assembling of ourselves 
together, as is the manner of some, 
but exhorting one another, and so 
much the more as you see the Day 
approaching.” I don’t think the 
writer of Hebrews could make any 
more clear God’s desire to have you 
regularly assemble together with 
His people. Realize that God want-
ing you to regularly attend church 
is for your good. He wants you, and 
His people, to exhort one another 
especially as the days grow darker 
and the time of Christ’s return ap-
proaches. 

Think of the underground 
church in other countries. I remem-
ber one man from China explain-
ing how they had to sing hymns no 
louder than a whisper for fear they 
would be discovered. Discovery 
would mean physical abuse, their 
children and possessions seized, 
and imprisonment––yet still they 
met together. Their story should stir 
our hearts to see the value and in-
credible privilege we have to meet 
openly together to worship God 
and hear the preaching of the Word. 

Oh, that God would capture 
our hearts in a new and fresh way. I 
pray His Spirit stirs in us a zeal and 
commitment to meet together with 
God’s people to praise Him, love 
others, and shine brightly the hope 
of Christ to a generation who is des-
perate to believe that what we say 
we believe is true––is in fact true.

In the South Asian region, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan and Sri 
Lanka fare much better than India 
and Nepal where informalisation 
of jobs is high, especially among the 
younger population.

C
lose to 81% of all employed per-
sons in India make a living by 
working in the informal sector, 
with only 6.5% in the formal sector 

and 0.8% in the household sector. Among 
the five South Asian countries, informali-
sation of labour is the highest in India and 
Nepal (90.7%), with Bangladesh (48.9%), Sri 
Lanka (60.6%) and Pakistan (77.6%) doing 

much better on this front. In fact, formal 
employment in Bangladesh is the highest 
in the region at 13.5%, but it also has high 
household employment at 26.7%, says a 
new report by the International Labour Or-
ganisation.

Stressing that a transition to the formal 
economy is a condition to realise decent 
work for all, the report, Women and Men 
in the Informal Economy – A Statistical Pic-
ture (Third edition), said nearly 1.3 billion 
people – or 68.2% of the employed popula-
tion in Asia-Pacific – were engaged in the 
informal economy.

The study also found a growing number 
(98.3%) of youth aged 15-24 in informal 
employment in the region compared with 
67.1% of adult workers (25+).

“The higher the education level, the 

higher the chance to obtain formal em-
ployment; 31 per cent of tertiary-educated 
workers are in informal employment com-
pared to 90 per cent of workers with prima-
ry education”, said the report.

Calling for measure to tackle informali-
ty, a key marker of a regions’ socio-econom-
ic development, the report noted that such 
jobs were predominant in rural areas (85.2 
%) and formed almost half of employment 
(47.4%) in urban areas.

Almost all of agricultural employment 
(94.7%) is informal in the Asia-Pacific re-
gion, and it reaches a high of 99.3% in 
Southern Asia, which includes India. In the 
industrial sector, informal jobs represents 
a higher share at 68.8% than in the services 
sector at 54.1%.

Informality a worldwide phenomenon

Globally, two billion people – more than 
61% of all employed people – work in the 
informal economy, says the report, adding 
that 93% the world’s informal employment 
is in emerging and developing countries, 
with the level of education seen as a key 
factor.

“Globally, when the level of education 
increases, the level of informality decreas-
es,” the report says, adding that people who 
have completed secondary and tertiary 
education are less likely to be in informal 
employment.

Two of the report’s authors, Florence 
Bonnet and Vicky Leung, also pointed out 
that while not all informal workers were 
poor, poverty was both a cause and a con-
sequence of informality.

“The high incidence of informality in 

all its forms has multiple adverse conse-
quences for workers, enterprises and socie-
ties and is, in particular, a major challenge 
for the realisation of decent work for all and 
sustainable and inclusive development,” 
Rafael Diez de Medina, Director of ILO’s De-
partment of Statistics, said in a statement.

Agriculture is the sector with the high-
est level of informal employment (93.6%) 
around the world. The industry (57.2%) and 
service (47.2%) sectors are relatively less ex-
posed to informality, especially the service 
sector in the Arab States and Asia and the 
Pacific.

However, when informal employment is 
the main source of employment, especially 
in emerging and developing countries, a 
high level of informality is observed in all 
sectors, the report notes.
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): An increased fo-
cus, clarity of mind, and sense of concentra-
tion could lead to success in career matters 
and increased income, Aries. Intuition can 

provide practical guidance to help you advance. A male 
friend might give you some good advice with regard to 
savings plans, investments, or a more efficient use of 
resources. This could be a fruitful day that opens new 
doors for you. Make the most of it!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Invitations to 
attend social events, perhaps business re-
lated, could bring surprising results, Taurus. 
You might meet more than one person who 

shares some of your interests, and these people could 
become friends. Expect some interesting practical and 
philosophical discussions. An opportunity to travel 
abroad or to a distant state might open up for you. This 
could prove to be a most exciting and stimulating day. 
Make the most of it!

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): While you may 
not have been feeling quite your usual self 
over the past day or two, Gemini, today you’re 
likely to be feeling mentally and physically 

stronger and more focused. You could discuss new 
ideas for future projects, either personal or business, 
and formulate plans of action. Your financial future 
could be on your mind. This is the day to look into ways 
to ensure it. Enjoy your day.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): A date with a 
significant other could bring up discus-
sions about plans for the future, Cancer. 
Talk could run the gamut of all your con-

cerns, from the practical to the artistic to business 
to philosophical matters. The overall impact of this 
might be that it brings the two of you closer together. 
You might decide to partner on some kind of creative 
project.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): A number of visitors 
could come to your home today, Leo, and a 
number of fascinating subjects could come 
up in the course of your conversation. Some 

interesting ideas might come directly or indirectly from 
these discussions. You might want to put them to use 
formulating plans of action to make your future more 
fulfilling. Professional, financial, and spiritual oppor-
tunities could all open up for you. Go for it!

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Some short trips in 
your neighborhood and contact with neigh-
bors or visitors to your community could 
bring some interesting information your 

way, Virgo. It gets you thinking about ways to improve 
your socioeconomic status and probably your profes-
sional standing. Spiritual and philosophical discus-
sions could also take place. In addition, your insights 
can prove as valuable as any outside information. Trust 
your intuition and follow your heart.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): A talent for interi-
or decoration that you may or may not have 
been aware of could inspire you to do some 
work on your home. You’ll probably con-

sider a lot of different options and make long lists of 
possibilities, Libra. Discussions with friends and family 
members can bring new ideas to mind. You might want 
to take a chance and try something a little different. Go 
to it and have fun.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Spiritual and 
intellectual matters may be very much on 
your mind, Scorpio. A lot of ideas could have 
come your way, although until now they may 

not have been very focused. Today, however, your mind 
should be clear enough to write down your thoughts 
and read the works of others in order to gain more in-
sight. The possibility of a short trip out of town could 
also arise. Enjoy your day.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Although 
your mind may have been a bit clouded over 
the past few days, today the fog should clear 
and you’ll feel more focused. Money matters 

might need some attention, Sagittarius, and you’re in 
just the right space to dig in and take care of them. 
Once practical matters are settled, however, this is a 
great day for spiritual studies or meditation. Creative 
projects can also benefit from your increased concen-
tration.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Stimu-
lation that you could receive today from 
group activities might open doors to a 
wealth of rich experiences, Capricorn. Your 

innate organizing talents may be called upon. Dis-
cussions with others lead to a new understanding of 
social, spiritual, or political philosophies and expand 
your intellectual horizons. An increased ability to 
concentrate can lead to success with whatever you try 
to accomplish. Go for it!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Uncertainty 
about professional matters can lead to an in-
creased determination to get ahead, Aquar-
ius, despite confusion as to how to do it ex-

actly. It might be wise to do some research, organize all 
your information, and use that to formulate a plan of 
action. The resulting advancement may be slow mov-
ing, but it’s sure and steady. A wealth of experience that 
enriches your life should follow.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): The opportunity 
to travel, perhaps with friends or a group you 
belong to, could come your way today, Pi-
sces. Discussions with others could lead to 

the confirmation of practical arrangements. You might 
also seek to advance your education, as your intellect is 
especially active now. Whatever new experiences come 
your way could lead to new paths, interests, and op-
portunities. Don’t let doubts or fears get in your way.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

M
ercury pollu-
tion is a prob-
lem usually as-
sociated with 

fish consumption. Pregnant 
women and children in many 
parts of the world are advised 
to eat fish low in mercury to 
protect against the adverse 
health impacts, including 
neurological damages, posed 
by a particularly toxic form of 
mercury, methylmercury.

But some people in Chi-
na, the world’s largest mer-
cury emitter, are exposed to 
more methylmercury from 
rice than they are from fish. 
In a recent study, we explored 
the extent of this problem 
and which direction it could 
go in the future.

We found that China’s fu-
ture emissions trajectory can 
have a measurable influence 
on the country’s rice methyl-
mercury. This has important 
implications not only in Chi-
na but across Asia, where coal 
use is increasing and rice is a 
staple food. It is also relevant 
as countries across the world 
implement the Minamata 
Convention, a global treaty 
to protect human health and 
the environment from mer-
cury.

Why is mercury a problem 
in rice?
Measurements of methylm-
ercury in rice in China from 
the early 2000s were in areas 
where mercury mining and 
other industrial activities led 
to high mercury levels in soil 
that was then taken up by 

rice plants. More recent re-
search, however, has shown 
that methylmercury in rice 
is also elevated in other areas 
of China. This suggests that 
airborne mercury – emitted 
by sources such as coal-fired 
power plants and subse-
quently settling onto the land 
– might also be a factor.

To better understand the 
process of methylmercury 
accumulation in rice through 
deposition – that is, mercury 
originating from the air that 
rains out or settles to the land 
– we constructed a computer 
model to analyze the rela-
tive importance of soil and 
atmospheric sources of rice 
methylmercury. Then we 
projected how future meth-
ylmercury concentrations 
could change under different 
emissions scenarios.

Concentrations of meth-
ylmercury in rice are lower 
than those in fish, but, in 
central China, people eat 
much more rice than fish. 
Studies have calculated that 
residents in areas with mer-
cury-contaminated soil con-
sume more methylmercury 
than the U.S. EPA’s reference 
dose of 0.1 microgram meth-
ylmercury per kilogram of 
body weight per day, a level 
set to protect against ad-
verse health outcomes such 
as decreased IQ. Recent data 
suggest that other neurode-
velopmental impacts from 
methylmercury might oc-
cur at levels below the refer-
ence dose. Few health stud-
ies, however, have examined 

impacts of methylmercury 
exposure to rice consumers 
specifically.

To identify the potential 
scope of the problem, we 
compared the areas in China 
where mercury deposition is 
expected to be high based on 
mercury models, with maps 
of rice production. We found 
that provinces with high mer-
cury deposition also produce 
substantial amounts of rice. 
Seven provinces in central 
China (Henan, Anhui, Jiangxi, 
Hunan, Guizhou, Chongqing 
and Hubei) account for 48 
percent of Chinese rice pro-
duction and receive nearly 
double the atmospheric mer-
cury deposition as the rest of 
China.

We calculated that mercu-
ry deposition could increase 
nearly 90 percent or decrease 

by 60 percent by 2050, de-
pending on future policies 
and technologies.

Our modeling approach
To understand how mercury 
from the atmosphere might 
be incorporated into rice as 
methylmercury, we built a 
model to simulate mercury in 
rice paddies. Methylmercury 
is produced in the environ-
ment by biological activity 
– specifically, by bacteria. Of-
ten, this occurs in flooded en-
vironments such as wetlands 
and sediments. Similarly, rice 
paddies are kept flooded dur-
ing the growing season, and 
the nutrient-rich environ-
ment created by rice roots 
support both the bacterial 
growth and methylmercury 
production.

Our rice paddy model 
simulates how mercury 

changes form, accumulates 
and converts to methylmer-
cury in different parts of the 
ecosystem, including in the 
water, the soil and the rice 
plants.

In our model, mercury 
enters the standing flooded 
water via deposition and ir-
rigation processes, and then 
moves among water, soil 
and plants. After initializing 
and calibrating the model, 
we ran it for the typical five-
month duration from plant-
ing seedlings to rice harvest 
and compared our results to 
measurements of mercury in 
rice from China. We also con-
ducted different simulations 
with varying atmospheric 
deposition and soil mercury 
concentrations.

Despite its simplicity, our 
model was able to reproduce 

how rice methylmercury con-
centrations vary across differ-
ent Chinese provinces. Our 
model was able to accurately 
reflect how higher soil mer-
cury concentrations led to 
higher concentrations in rice.

But the soil wasn’t the 
whole story. Mercury from 
water – which can come from 
the flooded water in rice 
paddies or the water held in 
the soil – can also influence 
concentrations in rice. How 
much depends on the relative 
rates of different processes 
within soil and water. Under 
some conditions, a portion of 
the mercury in rice can come 
from the mercury in the at-
mosphere, once that mercury 
is deposited to the rice paddy. 
This suggested that changing 
emissions of mercury could 
potentially affect concentra-
tions in rice.

Future emissions can  
influence rice
How will the rates of mercury 
in rice change in the future?
We examined a high emission 
scenario, which assumes no 
new policies to control mer-
cury emissions by 2050, and a 
low emission scenario, where 
China uses less coal and 
coal-fired power plants have 
advanced mercury emission 
controls. Median Chinese 
rice methylmercury con-
centrations increased by 13 
percent in the high scenario 
and decreased by 18 percent 
under the low scenario. Re-
gions where rice methylmer-
cury declined the most under 
strict policy controls were 
in central China, where rice 

production is high and rice is 
an important source of meth-
ylmercury exposure.

Managing mercury con-
centrations in rice thus 
requires an integrated ap-
proach, addressing both 
deposition and soil and water 
contamination. Understand-
ing local conditions is also 
important: Other environ-
mental factors not captured 
by our model, such as soil 
acidity, can also influence 
methylmercury production 
and accumulation to rice.

Different rice production 
strategies can also help – for 
example, alternating wetting 
and drying cycles in rice cul-
tivation can reduce water 
consumption and methane 
emissions as well as rice meth-
ylmercury concentrations.

Our scenarios likely un-
derestimate the potential 
health benefits of Minamata 
Convention controls in Chi-
na, which is a party to the 
Convention. We include in 
our scenarios only changes 
in air emissions from power 
generation, while the Con-
vention controls emissions 
from other sectors, bans mer-
cury mining and addresses 
contaminated sites and land 
and water releases.

Reducing mercury could 
also be beneficial for other 
rice-producing countries, 
but at present, there are few 
data available outside China. 
However, our research sug-
gests that the problem of 
mercury is not just a fish story 
– and that policy efforts can 
indeed make a difference.

D
esert life depends on reliable ac-
cess to water. In Namibia’s stark 
Namib Desert, where I spent 18 
months doing research for my 

Ph.D., wildlife concentrates around natu-
ral springs. Increasingly, animals there 
also rely on man-made ponds intended for 
livestock.

But water can vary both in quantity and 
quality, and animals have different needs. 
Some species, like the kangaroo rat, can 
survive without drinking water for years by 
obtaining it instead from its food. More of-
ten, the movements of desert animals are 
restricted by reliable access to water.

Part of my research examines relation-
ships between bat species and water quali-
ty in an African desert. Based on my obser-
vations, I believe that in arid places, people 
may be able to locate usable water sources 
and detect changes in the quality of sourc-
es they are already using by observing bats.

Measuring pollution with canaries,  
moss and fish
People have used plants and animals as 
environmental indicators for many years. 
Most famously, miners carried canaries 
into coal mines with them to detect toxic 
gases, including carbon monoxide, before 
the development of modern safety equip-
ment.

Today, scientists use many living or-
ganisms in their natural habitats to as-
sess changes in the environment. Good 
bioindicators are typically species that 
are abundant, common and whose lives 
are relatively well-understood but also are 
sensitive to specific disturbances or stress-
es, such as water scarcity or pollution.

For example, some researchers infer 
pesticide concentrations by monitor-
ing the population sizes and body condi-

tions of amphibians and fish-eating birds. 
Plants are useful bioindicators for many 
types of air pollution because they absorb 
air through their leaves. Similarly, fish and 
other small aquatic organisms can be ef-
fective bioindicators of water pollution.

Clean drinking water is scarce and 
dwindling
According to the United Nations, global 
water use has grown at more than twice 
the rate of human population growth over 
the last century. In many places ground-
water is being used at faster rates than it 
can be replenished. And water quality is 
declining. At least a dozen major cities 
could face limits on water use in the next 
several decades.

Water quality typically worsens as hu-
mans pump up increasing quantities from 
underground. Salt and toxic substances 

become more concentrated in the remain-
ing groundwater as its volume decreases. 
At the surface, pollution from agriculture, 
mining and human waste reduces water 
quality in rivers, lakes and ponds.

Government agencies in developed 
countries monitor and treat freshwater 
supplies to ensure that they meet drink-
ing water standards designed for humans 
and livestock. Costs for laboratory analysis 
often start at US$100 or more per sample 
and quickly add up. Therefore, scientists 
often resort to biological indicators, such 
as aquatic insects and fish, to assess water 
quality.

Follow the bats
In the Namib Desert, pools of freshwater 
are rare and isolated. The ephemeral riv-
ers of Namibia flow only a handful of days 
each year, so it is very hard for aquatic in-

sects and fish to travel between bodies of 
water. But since bats can fly, they can find 
freshwater sources over large areas, and 
may visit multiple ponds in a single night. 
One question I am studying is whether 
bats are more likely to travel to seek out 
high-quality water than to find food.

There are more than 1,300 bat species 
worldwide, living in diverse environments 
on every continent except Antarctica. They 
pollinate plants, disperse seeds and con-
sume insects – including disease-spread-
ing vectors like mosquitoes.

Because their wings are large and un-
insulated, bats are vulnerable to dehydra-
tion. Even the most desert-adapted spe-
cies need water. Water quality affects them 
directly when they drink and indirectly 
when they consume insect prey, many of 
which spend part of their lives growing in 
water. This makes bats excellent indica-
tors of water quality. In extreme cases, they 
have died after drinking water contami-
nated with insecticides or heavy metals.

To find high-quality surface waters, 
people could observe bat activity levels 
using acoustic detectors to record bats’ 
echolocation calls. Although mostly in-
audible to humans, people can typically 
identify bats to the species level by their 
calls. Monitoring species that are associ-
ated with high-quality water over time 
would help municipalities detect changes 
in water quality. During my time in Na-
mibia, I observed that activity by all local 
bat species dwindled at springs with high 
salt concentrations.

Water chemistry affects different bat 
species in different ways. For instance, one 
study found that certain species in Israel’s 
Negev Desert, such as the lesser horseshoe 
bat (Rhinolophus hipposideros), avoided 
drinking water of lower quality, while oth-
er species appeared to be more pollution-
tolerant.

Scientists are still trying to discern 
whether and how well bats tolerate salty 
drinking water. A study from western Aus-
tralia suggests that elevated salt levels in 
surface waters due to gold mining may de-
crease bat activity, foraging and drinking. 
If this is true, people living in those areas 
could detect changes in water quality, such 
as increased salinity, by gauging activities 
and drinking patterns of sensitive bat spe-
cies. With new tools such as bat detectors 
for smartphones, this is becoming easier 
and cheaper than testing water samples in 
labs.

Water quality near and far
Water quality challenges aren’t limited 
to distant deserts or cities in arid regions 
such as Cape Town, South Africa. In my 
New Jersey coastal hometown, production 
wells pump freshwater from about 900 feet 
below ground out of the Kirkwood-Cohan-
sey aquifer system. As water levels decline 
in the aquifer, saltwater enters pores pre-
viously filled with freshwater. Saltwater is 
currently approaching my county’s wells 
at a rate of about 300 yards per year.

In addition to groundwater pump-
ing, paved surfaces and deicing road salts 
have increased salt concentrations in bod-
ies of freshwater across the United States, 
threatening the state of our drinking water 
at vast scales.

Bats’ potential as environmental indi-
cators is just the latest reason for studying 
and conserving these important creatures. 
Worldwide, about one-third of bat species 
are endangered, vulnerable to extinction 
or “data deficient,” meaning that scientists 
know too little to make judgments about 
their status. But with effective protection, 
monitoring sensitive bat species soon 
could be a viable way to find clean water in 
the far reaches of remote deserts – or even 
the rural United States.

Another Problem With China’s Coal: Mercury in Rice

Could Bats Guide Humans to Clean Drinking Water in Places Where it’s Scarce?
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INC will become ‘PPP Congress’ 
after Karnataka polls — Modi

Herald case: Swamy, Rahul Gandhi 
accuse each other of delaying trial 

Adityanath visits storm-hit UP 
villages, provides assistance

Yashwant calls on DMK leaders, 
Stalin says aim is to oust BJP regime 

Controversy over Jinnah portrait 
in AMU unnecessary — Athawale 

Jharkhand: 14 arrested over 
gang rape, burning of minor

Three militants among seven killed in Kashmir violence 

PTI

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath meets with  children 
affected by Wednesday’s storm, in Agra on Saturday.

PTI

Yashwant Sinha (File Photo)

PTI

A soldier fires a teargas shell to disperse stone-throwing youths during clashes outside a house where 
militants were holding up during an encounter in Srinagar on Saturday.

PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi receives a memento presented by local BJP candidates and leaders  during 
a public rally ahead of the Karnataka assembly elections in Tumakuru on Saturday.

Gadag/Tumakuru (Kar), 
May 5 (PTI): All guns blaz-
ing, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi today mounted 
a scathing attack on the 
Congress over corruption, 
and asserted it will be-
come “Punjab, Puduch-
erry, Parivar” Congress 
after its defeat in the Kar-
nataka Assembly polls.

With the D-day for the 
polls drawing closer, Modi 
upped the ante against 
the Siddaramaiah govern-
ment, alleging it has be-
come a “corruption tank” 
for the Congress with a 
pipeline connected to 
Delhi, “where the money 
reaches directly”.

He also accused the 
top Congress leadership 
of auctioning tickets, party 
positions and even the 
chief minister’s post.

“After May 15 (when 
poll results will be de-
clared), Indian National 
Congress will be reduced 
to ‘PPP Congress’-- P for 
Punjab, P for Puducherry, 
and P for Parivar (fam-
ily),” Modi told an election 
rally in Gadag, where he 
predicted the state’s ruling 
party would be decimated 
in the elections.

He accused the Con-
gress of “auctioning” par-
ty tickets and posts, and 
recalled how a string of 
scams rocked the erst-
while UPA government.

“After the helicopter 
scam, coal scam, CWG 
scam and many others, 
the Congress has now 
started a tender system... 
there is tender for ticket 
distribution, for selecting 
leaders, for choosing even 
the chief minister.

“Their leaders in Kar-
nataka have been told by 
those above them that 
the person who prom-
ises to send the high-
est amount of money to 
Delhi every month will 
become the chief minis-
ter,” he alleged.

Modi said despite a 
string of electoral losses 
in Maharashtra, Goa, Gu-
jarat, Rajasthan, Madhya 
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Ut-
tar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, 
Himachal Pradesh, and 
Tripura the Congress was 
not as worried as it is now 
when defeat stares it in 
the face.

“I tell you why... Be-
cause their ministers and 
leaders in Karnataka have 
built a tank here. A part of 
money looted from people 

is taken home and the 
rest is put in that tank. 
The tank is linked to Delhi 
through a pipeline which 
carries the money directly 
to Delhi.

“They are worried 
about what will happen 
to the party if this govern-
ment goes. Be alert, be 
awake.

 If the Congress comes 
to power, its government 
will do nothing but loot,” 
he said.

Modi said to fill the 
“corruption tank”, the 
Congress has created a 
network of extortion ma-
fia, and it is worried what 
will happen to that.

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah was once again in 
Modi’s line of fire, with 
the prime minister calling 

his government “seedha 
rupaiah sarkar” (govern-
ment that takes bribe).

“Money is bad,” he 
noted, recalling what saint 
poet Shishunala Sharifa 
once said. But for Karnata-
ka’s Congress government, 
it is “Baap bada na bhaiya, 
sab se bada rupaiya(when 
it comes to money not 
even your relations are 
important).” 

“Your Chief Minister 
has changed the saying 
itself... Baap bhi bada, 
bhaiya bhi bada aur us 
se bhi upar rupiya; seeda 
seeda rupaiya (Relations 
are important and money 
is even more important),” 
Modi said.

Speaking about the 
contentious Mahadayi 
river issue over which Goa 

and Karnataka are locked 
in a protracted dispute, 
Modi claimed, the then 
Congress president Sonia 
Gandhi had said during 
Goa assembly elections 
in 2007 that her party was 
“committed” to not allow-
ing Karnataka its share of 
water.

“Now that they are out 
of power in Goa, they are 
instigating people of Kar-
nataka on the Mahadayi 
issue... their job (atkana, 
latkana, bhatkana) to 
block, leave things hang-
ing fire, and mislead peo-
ple. Instead of finding a 
solution to Mahadayi dis-
pute, Congress govern-
ment sent it to a tribunal,” 
he said.

Earlier addressing an 
election rally in Tumaku-
ru, Modi alleged that the 
Congress and JD(S) have 
entered into a “secret” pact 
for the Karnataka polls.

“If anyone is protecting 
the Congress, it is the JD 
(S).... Congress and JD(S) 
have a secret understand-
ing... an understanding 
behind the curtains,” he 
said.

Modi said the Con-
gress, which ruled the 
country for decades, with 
“one family” in power for 
most part, neglected the 
poor and farmers.

“Garibi, garibi, garibi 
(poverty, poverty, poverty) 
was their constant rant. 
But once the son of a poor 
mother became the prime 
minister, they clammed 
shut... now they don’t talk 
about poverty,” he said, 
and asked voters to “pun-
ish” the Congress for Kar-
nataka’s better future.

New Delhi, May 5 (PTI): 
BJP leader Subramani-
an Swamy and Congress 
president Rahul Gandhi 
today accused each other 
in a Delhi court of wasting 
its time and delaying the 
trial in the National Herald 
case.

Complainant Swamy 
and the accused, includ-
ing Rahul Gandhi and 
his mother Sonia Gan-
dhi, traded charges before 
Additional Chief Metro-
politan Magistrate Samar 
Vishal who was hearing 
arguments on applica-
tions moved by the BJP 
MP seeking certain docu-
ments from the Congress 
party.

Swamy has also filed 
certain documents in the 
case and sought a direc-
tion to the Gandhis to ei-
ther admit or deny wheth-
er they were original.

The BJP leader, in a pri-
vate criminal complaint, 
has accused the Gandhis 
and others of conspiring to 
cheat and misappropriate 
funds by paying just Rs 50 
lakh, through which Young 
Indian Pvt Ltd (YI) ob-
tained the right to recover 
Rs 90.25 crore that Associ-
ate Journals Ltd owed to 
the Congress.

“They (Gandhis) had 
submitted various docu-
ments in the Supreme 
Court. Now, I am asking 
them to confront the doc-
uments (in this court). The 
accused should stop wast-
ing the court’s time and 
either admit or deny these 
documents,” Swamy said.

The advocates ap-
pearing for the Gandhis, 
however, told the court 
that Swamy was wasting 
its time and delaying the 
trial by filing “unauthen-
ticated documents” in 
the case.

“The applications filed 
by the complainant are not 
proper. The documents 
which the complainant 
wants to be confronted 
are neither original, nor 
certified. The court cannot 
even look at them.

“Every time when the 
complainant has to step 
into the witness box, he 
files a new application. 
Further, he wants sum-
moning of documents but 
where are the witnesses 
who will authenticate 
them? We will admit or 
deny the original docu-
ments, not the photocop-
ies. All these documents 
have been moved with 
the purpose to delay the 
trial and they must be 
dismissed,” the defence 
counsel said.

Regarding Swamy’s 
submissions that he had 
found certain documents 
related to the Income Tax 
department, lying along 
with newspapers at his 
doorstep, senior advocate 
Ramesh Gupta, appearing 
for some of the accused 
persons, quipped that it 
showed the breach in his 
security.

“This is the situation. 
He (Swamy) is a Z-plus 
security holder and no-
body is able to protect his 
house. Anyone can come 

and throw something,” 
Gupta said.

Swamy has filed an ap-
plication alleging that ac-
cording to the documents 
found by him, the I-T de-
partment had launched a 
probe against the accused, 
also involving YI, after tak-
ing note of his complaint 
in the case. The Gandhis 
are major stakeholders 
in YI.

The court later post-
ed the matter for further 
hearing on May 14.

All the seven accused - 
the Gandhis, Motilal Vora 
(AICC treasurer), Oscar 
Fernandes (AICC general 
secretary), Suman Dubey, 
Sam Pitroda and YI - have 
denied the allegations lev-
elled against them in the 
case.

The court had sum-
moned the accused per-
sons, besides YI, on June 
26, 2014.

On December 19, 2015, 
it had granted bail to So-
nia Gandhi, Rahul Gan-
dhi, Vora, Fernandes and 
Dubey, who had appeared 
before it pursuant to the 
summonses.

Pitroda was granted 
bail on February 20, 2016 
when he had appeared in 
the court.

Sonia Gandhi, Rahul 
Gandhi, Vora, Fernandes, 
Dubey and Pitroda were 
summoned for the alleged 
offences of misappropria-
tion of property, criminal 
breach of trust and cheat-
ing, read with criminal 
conspiracy of the Indian 
Penal Code.

Agra, May 5 (IANS): Uttar 
Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath on Satur-
day visited  storm-affected 
villages, met the injured 
and survivors, and also 
presented cheques to the 
bereaved families, officials 
said.

The Chief Minister cut 
short his Karnataka visit on 
Friday night and reached 
Agra to review arrange-
ments being made to re-
store normalcy in the lives 
of people affected by the 
freak storm on Wednesday 
night. Talking to media 
persons, he reacted sharp-
ly to the Twitter comment 
of former Uttar Pradesh 
Chief Minister Akhilesh 
Yadav, saying “they were 
insensitive people who 
had no shame”.

On May 3 (Wednes-
day), Akhilesh took to 
Twitter to slam Adityanath 
for campaigning in Kar-
nataka for the May 12 as-
sembly elections in the 
southern state, even as 
Uttar Pradesh was hit by 
a storm. 

Adityanath made an 
aerial survey of affected 
villages in a helicopter on 
Saturday. Local MPs and 
MLAs accompanied the 
Chief Minister during his 

Chennai, May 5, (PTI): 
Former Union minis-
ter Yashwant Sinha and 
d i s g r u n t l e d  B J P  M P 
Shatrughan Sinha met 
DMK chief M Karunanidhi 
and party’s deputy chief M 
K Stalin here today, with 
Tamil Nadu’s main op-
position party saying that 
the issue of alliance was 
discussed to oust the BJP 
regime.

Stalin, answering a 
question on the possibility 
of joining hands with the 
Congress to defeat the BJP, 
said the aim of all of us is to 
oust the BJP regime.” 

“We discussed with 
whom we could have an 
alliance to achieve our aim, 
he said after the meeting.

Stalin, who is the leader 
of opposition in Assembly, 
told reporters that his re-
cent meeting here with the 
Telangana Chief Minister 
K Chandrashekar Rao too 
had the same goal of easing 
out the saffron party-led 
regime at the Centre and 
to forge a combine to make 
that happen.

The meeting of the 
leaders and Stalin’s asser-
tion on alliance assumes 
significance as the Con-
gress is DMK’s key ally in 
Tamil Nadu.

Following Rao’s meet-
ing with Stalin and the 
DMK leader hailing West 

Lucknow, May 5 (PTI): Union minister 
Ramdas Athawale today described the 
controversy over the portrait of Pakistan’s 
founder, Muhammad Ali Jinnah, in the Ali-
garh Muslim University (AMU) as unnec-
essary and suggested it could be removed 
keeping in mind “public sentiments”.

“The portrait of Mohammad Ali Jinnah 
was installed before independence in the 
AMU and so there is nothing wrong in it, 
but it can be removed if the public senti-
ments are against it,” the minister of state 
for social justice told the media here.

Violence had taken place in the AMU 
campus, after the varsity students objected 
to the protests by right-wing group Hindu 
Yuva Vahini on the campus, demanding 
the removal of Jinnah’s portrait from the 
students’ union office.

On the BJP leaders visiting Dalit houses 
and sharing meal with them, Athawale 
said, “Although having dinner will not 
benefit Dalits, but this is a good initiative 
for strengthening relations between Dalits 
and upper castes.” 

Asked about the Supreme Court’s 
recent ruling that allegedly diluted the 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 

(Prevention of Atrocities) Act, the minister 
said he would request Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to bring an ordinance on 
this issue.

“The law (SC/ST Act) was enacted by 
the Parliament... The government has 
submitted a review petition and, if the 
need arises, I will request Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to bring an ordinance for 
the purpose,” the Union minister said, 
adding that 90 per cent cases of atrocities 
against Dalits were true.

The leader of the Republican Party of 
India (A) said his party wanted to contest 
30 seats in the Karnataka Assembly polls 
and support the BJP on the remaining.

He said his party would back the BJP 
candidates in Uttar Pradesh in the 2019 
Lok Sabha elections and try to bring Dalit 
votes under NDA kitty. 

The SP-BSP alliance will have no im-
pact in the elections, Athawale said.

Condemning the recent incidents of 
BR Ambedkar statues being vandalised 
in the state, he said the state government 
needs to take strict action.

 “It is an effort to defame the Yogi gov-
ernment,” he added.

Ranchi, May 5 (IANS); 
Fourteen of the 18 ac-
cused have been arrested 
in connection with an al-
leged gang rape of a minor 
girl, who was later burnt 
to death in Jharkhand’s 
Chatra district, police said 
on Saturday.

“Of the 18 accused, 14 
have been arrested. No 
one involved in the inci-
dent will be spared. We will 
provide security to family 
members till they feel se-
cure,” Shambhu Thakur, 
Inspector General of Police, 
told reporters.

Three persons were 
arrested on Friday night, 
while 11 others were 
nabbed on Saturday, he 
said, adding that the ar-
rested include village 
Mukhiya Tileshwari Devi 
and Panchahyat Samiti 
members.

Senior police and dis-
trict administration of-
ficials have reached Ra-
jakendua village to take 
stock of the situation and 
meet the victim’s family 
members.

In a horrific incident, a 
16-year-old girl was gang 
raped and subsequently 
burnt to death in front of 
her family members in 
Jharkhand’s Chatra district 
on Friday.

According to reports 
, the girl was abducted 
by four youths from near 
her house and allegedly 
raped. The family mem-
bers had gone to attend a 
marriage.

The issue was raised in 
the village Panchayat on 
Friday morning. The Pan-
chayat asked the accused 
to pay Rs 50,000 to the vic-
tim to settle the issue.

Enraged over the Pan-
chayat diktat, the four 
youths went to the house 
of the girl, thrashed the 
family members and burnt 
her to death.

Police swung into ac-
tion on Friday night when 
Chief Minister Raghubar 
Das tweeted and expressed 
grief over the incident. Das 
also assured that no one 
involved in the incident 
would be spared.

Srinagar, May 5 (IANS): 
Three militants, three ci-
vilians and a policeman 
were killed in fresh vio-
lence in the Kashmir Valley 
on Saturday as authori-
ties imposed strict restric-
tions and snapped mobile 
phone Internet services 
following protests near a 
gunfight site in an old Sri-
nagar neighbourhood.

Po l i c e  s a i d  t h re e 
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) 
militants were killed and 
four security personnel 
injured in the shootout in 
Chattabal, few kilometers 
away from city centre of Lal 
Chowk.

The gunfight triggered 
stone-pelting protests by 
local residents, who tried to 
help the holed-up militants 
escape from a hideout in a 
semi-constructed building 
in the densely populated 
locality of downtown Sri-
nagar.

A protester was killed 
after he came under a po-
lice vehicle in the nearby 
Noorbagh area. Police 
said a case has been filed 
against the driver of the 
vehicle involved in the ac-
cident.

The gunfight erupted 
in Chattabal area on the 
banks of Jhelum after se-

visit to distant villages.
The district adminis-

tration has been instruct-
ed to defer collection of 
revenues and loans, till 
the conditions returned to 
normalcy. The state elec-
tricity board officials have 
been told to fix power lines 
and change poles imme-
diately to avoid accidents.

He also asked the 
district administration 
to involve local NGOs to 
provide facilities for the 
injured and the family 
members.

At  the S.N.  Medi-
cal College in Agra, Adi-

tyanath met the injured 
children, consoled them 
and asked them to go to 
school after recovery. He 
also became emotional 
after meeting some kids of 
Bad village.

The principal of the 
medical college was asked 
to ensure there were no 
lapses and all got fair treat-
ment. The Chief Minister 
then visited the district 
hospital to meet the in-
jured.

He said 800 electric 
poles had been damaged 
which resulted in disrup-
tion of power supply.

Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee’s efforts 
in bringing together anti-
BJP forces, many in party 
circles had questions about 
the durability of ties be-
tween the DMK and the 
Congress.

The DMK leader said 
the visiting leaders told 
him that the BJP needed 
to be reined in and for that 
to happen, cohesive action 
was needed.

We are in favour of their 
view and are happy about 
the meeting, he said.

Y a s h w a n t  a n d 
Shatrughan met Stalin at 
his Alwarpet residence 
here and discussed the 
national and Tamil Nadu 
political scenario, accord-
ing to the DMK.

Later, the two went 
to the residence of the 
nonagenarian DMK chief 
at Gopalapuram and en-
quired about his health.

Former Union Minis-
ters belonging to the DMK, 
A Raja and TR Baalu, were 
among the party leaders 
who were present.

Yashwant Sinha, who 
had recently quit the BJP 
after launching a politi-
cal action group Rashtra 
Manch,’ hit out at the gov-
ernment, saying his visit 
was part of efforts to bring 
together forces that were 
against the dispensation at 
the Centre.

Shatrughan Sinha, too, 
had led a group of politi-
cians to Yashwant Sinha’s 
political platform.

curity forces received a tip 
off about the presence of 
militants there.

As the search by a joint 
team of CRPF-police be-
gan, the militants opened 
fire at them.

Jammu and Kashmir 
Police chief S.P. Vaid said 
the shootout in Chattabal 
Srinagar ended. “Three 
bodies of terrorists recov-
ered in a clean operation by 
J&K Police and CRPF. Well 
done boys!”

One of the slain mili-
tants was a local while the 

other two appeared for-
eigners, a police officer 
said.

Three CRPF personnel 
and a Special Police Officer 
were injured in the gun-
fight. Their condition was 
stated to be “stable”.

Earlier, as soon as gun-
shots were heard, people in 
the nearby areas came out 
of their houses and tried to 
disrupt the operation and 
threw stones at security 
forces.

Police dispersed the 
protesters by firing tear 

smoke shells and in the 
mellee when Adil Ahmad 
Yadoo, a local resident, was 
crushed by a vehicle driven 
by a policeman.

A police spokesman 
said an FIR has been 
lodged in Safa Kadal Police 
Station against the driver.

Protests were also 
staged at the hospital 
where some people tried 
to take possession of Ya-
doo’s body in an attempt 
to organise mass funeral 
for him.

As police resisted, peo-

ple threw stones at them, 
triggering more protests. 
Three photojournalists 
were said to have been 
injured in the chaos at the 
hospital.

Separatist  groups 
called for a strike on Sun-
day to protest against the 
incident. Schools and col-
leges suspended class work 
as tension spread in the 
city. Markets and other 
business shut down.

Authorities suspended 
mobile Internet services 
in Srinagar district and 
brought down the speed of 
fixed line broadband con-
nections.

In more violence, mili-
tants shot dead a man 
and his nephew in north 
Kashmir Bandipora dis-
trict. Ghulam Hassan and 
Bashir Ahmed were ab-
ducted from Shahgund 
village of Hajin area on 
Friday night.

A Special Police Officer 
(SPO), Showkat Ahmad, 
was killed by militants in 
south Kashmir Pulwama 
district, officials said. 

The SPOs are engaged 
in Jammu and Kashmir on 
a fixed monthly package to 
fight militancy. They do not 
undergo a regular training 
in handling weapons.



Gaza, May 5 (IANS): Almost 170 
Palestinian protesters were injured 
on Friday in clashes with Israeli 
soldiers near the border between 
eastern Gaza Strip and Israel, an 
official said.

Ashraf al Qedra, a Palestinian 
Health Ministry spokesperson, was 
quoted by Xinhua as saying that 
170 demonstrators were injured, 
sustaining gunshots, rubber bullet 
injuries and gas suffocation.

Eyewitnesses said after Friday 
prayers, hundreds headed to five 

different locations along the border. 
Israeli soldiers using loudspeakers 
warned the demonstrators, asking 
them to “Go home for your safety”.

The protestors rolled burning 
tires to within 500 meters of the 
fence.

The Israeli military said some 
7,000 Palestinians were protesting 
along the border. When “violent 
riots” erupted in five locations, it 
said troops responded with “riot 
dispersal means” and live fire.

Sallah Abdul Aati, one of the 

organizers of the rallies, said the 
protests will continue.

“The march of the millions is 
coming and is expected on May 15. 
This will be the climax of the Great 
March of Return,” he said.

The protests have been held 
for six consecutive weeks. As Israel 
celebrates its 70th independence 
anniversary, the Palestinians are 
demanding that the Palestinian 
refugees forced to leave their homes 
during the Arab-Israeli War in 1948 
be allowed to return.

Washington, May 5 (PTI): A US Navy vet-
eran was today sentenced to life impris-
onment for killing Indian engineer Srini-
vas Kuchibhotla in a racially motivated 
hate crime at a bar in Kansas City last year.

A federal judge in Kansas sentenced 
Adam Purinton to nearly 78 years in pris-
on as part of a plea agreement reached 
in March. Purinton would not be eligible 
for parole until after he turns 100, KSHB 
reported.

In March this year, Purinton, 52, had 
pleaded guilty to the charges of murder-
ing Kuchibhotla.

Purinton was charged with first-
degree murder of Kuchibhotla, 32, and 
two counts of attempted first-degree 
murder in the shootings of his friend, 
Alok Madasani, and a bystander, who 
chased Purinton after he fled the Austin’s 
Bar and Grill in Olathe city on February 
22 last year.

In addition to the state charges, Pur-
inton faces prosecution in federal court. 
The US Attorney’s Office in Kansas filed 

hate crime charges against Purinton last 
June.

Purinton, yelled, “Get out of my coun-
try,” before shooting Kuchibhotla, who 
later died from injuries sustained in the 
attack.

Kuchibhotla is survived by his wife 
Sunayana Dumala, who welcomed the 
court’s decision.

“Today’s sentencing in the murder 
of my husband will not bring back my 
Srinu, but it sends a strong message that 
hate is never acceptable,” Dumala said in 
a statement.

“I want to thank the District Attor-
ney’s office and the Olathe police for 
their efforts to bring this man to justice,” 
she said. 

Kuchibhotla hailed from Hyderabad. 
He had a master’s degree in electrical 
and electronics engineering from the 
University of Texas at El Paso. He earned 
his bachelor’s degree from the Jawaharlal 
Nehru Technological University in Hy-
derabad.

Washington, May 5 (PTI): 
Ahead of his much-awaited 
summit with North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un, US 
President Donald Trump 
will host his South Korean 
counterpart Moon Jae-in 
at the White House on May 
22, according to an official 
announcement today.

During the meeting, 
Moon would brief Trump 
on his recent summit 
meeting with North Korean 
leader Kim Jong-un.

Moon met with Kim 
Jong-un last week at a Ko-
rean border village dur-
ing last week’s inter-Korea 
summit. The two leaders 
agreed to end hostile acts 
against each other along 
their tense border, estab-
lish a liaison office and 
resume reunions of sepa-
rated families.

They also agreed to 
achieve a nuclear-free Ko-
rean Peninsula, but failed 
to produce specific time 
frames and disarmament 
steps.

Tr u m p  h i m s e l f  i s 
scheduled to have a sum-
mit meeting with Kim Jong-
un, the date and venue for 
which “have been decided 
and will be announced 
soon”.

“This third summit be-
tween the two leaders af-
firms the enduring strength 
of the United States-Re-
public of Korea alliance 
and the deep friendship 
between our two coun-
tries,” White House Press 
Secretary Sarah Sanders 
said. 

Rabat, May 5 (IANS/MAP): 
Morocco and Romania 
have inked a Memoran-
dum of Understanding 
(MoU) here to cement 
diplomatic cooperation 
and a bilateral agreement 
in the area of training.

Under the MoU, signed 
by Moroccan Foreign Min-
ister Nasser Bourita and 
his Romanian counterpart 
Teodor Melescanu on Fri-
day, the two parties agreed 
to hold regular consulta-
tions to review their bilat-
eral relations.

In accordance with 
the MoU, the parties will 
exchange views on in-
ternational and regional 

issues, including inter-
national political devel-
opments and regional 
conflicts or disputes, with 
a view to enhancing the 
positive role of the UN 
and other organizations 
in alleviating problems 
facing the international 
community.

As for the cooperation 
agreement, it was signed 
between the Moroccan 
Academy of Diplomatic 
Studies (AMED) and the 
Romanian Diplomatic In-
stitute with the aim of es-
tablishing and consolidat-
ing mutual cooperation 
in the training of young 
diplomats as well as the 

exchange of experiences, 
information and docu-
mentation.

Melescanu praised the 
Moroccan-Romanian ties, 
based on “mutual respect” 
and the willingness of both 
countries to develop their 
relations in trade. He said 
Morocco remains Roma-
nia’s most important trad-
ing partner in Africa and 
the Middle East.

For his part, Bourita 
expressed his country’s 
willingness to deepen bi-
lateral cooperation with 
Romania as well as tri-
angular cooperation in 
favour of the African con-
tinent.

Damascus, May 5 (IANS): 
At least 19 Syrian govern-
ment forces were killed 
fighting the Islamic State 
over the past 24 hours in 
an attempt to capture the 
last IS-held enclaves in 
the southern outskirts of 
Damascus, a Britain-based 
war monitor reported on 
Saturday.

The Syrian Observa-
tory for Human Rights 
said the fighting had been 
taking place since Friday 
around the IS-controlled 
Palestinian refugee camp 
of Yarmouk and in the ad-
jacent neighbourhoods 
of al-Hajar al-Aswad and 
al-Tadamon.

The war monitor, cited 
by EFE, claimed that forces 

loyal to President Bashar 
al-Assad had managed to 
seize the majority of the 
al-Hajar al-Aswad neigh-
bourhood, but IS mili-
tants counterattacked and 
pushed them back.

The fighting, which is 
still ongoing, was accom-
panied by bombings from 
warplanes and artillery 
against the IS positions.

According to the SOHR, 
since the start of the gov-
ernment offensive on April 
19 to recapture IS-held ter-
ritory south of Damascus, a 
total of 142 Syrian govern-
ment soldiers have been 
killed, including six soldiers 
who were taken prisoner 
and then executed, while 
the IS lost 111 combatants.

Nairobi, May 5 (IANS): 
The death toll from more 
than a month of flood-
ing across much of Kenya 
has reached 112, while up-
wards of 260,000 people 
have been displaced, the 
Red Cross said on Friday.

More than $4.78 mil-
lion is needed to address 
the immediate needs of 
victims, Xinhua quoted 
the Kenya Red Cross Soci-
ety head Abbas Gullet as 
saying.

The situation affects 32 
of Kenya’s 47 counties and 
more than 48,000 homes 
have suffered damage, 
along with 42 health cent-
ers and 29 schools that are 
at least partially under wa-
ter. Flooding has destroyed 
nearly 88 sq km of crops 
and swept away almost 
20,000 head of livestock.

The flooding also has 
the potential to cause out-
breaks of diseases such as 
malaria and cholera.

United Nations, May 5 (IANS): Israel 
has withdrawn from the election for 
a two-year term on the Security 
Council that pitted it against Ger-
many and Belgium.

Israel’s UN Mission announced 
the decision shortly before a debate 
between the three candidates was 
due to start at the UN on Friday 
afternoon.

“After consulting with our part-
ners, including our good friends, 
the State of Israel has decided to 
postpone its candidacy for a seat 
on the Security Council,” the mis-
sion said.

The non-permanent seats in 
the Council are distributed region-
ally and Israel, which is in the West-
ern European and Other Group 
(WEOG), had planned to contest 
one of the group’s two seats for the 

2019-2020 term.
The failure to run unopposed for 

the WEOG seat is a diplomatic set-
back for Israel, which has never had 
a seat the Council, and, according 
to the US ambassador to Germany, 
Richard Grenell, a broken promise 
by West European countries.

He asserted in a tweet in March 
that Washington, which had bro-
kered a deal for Israel to run unop-
posed for one of the WEOG seats, 
must ensure that the European na-
tions kept their word.

Grenell said that the late Richard 
Holbrooke, a former assistant secre-
tary of state, had arranged the deal..

Although Middle Eastern nations 
are in the Asia-Pacific Group, Is-
rael has faced opposition from some 
members of the group and was taken 
in by the WEOG.

Israel has never held a Council 
seat and would have been difficult 
for Israel to win against those to 
European nations, but it would have 
won by default if it was unopposed 
in the group.

There is one vacancy for the 
Asia-Pacific Group for 2019-2020 
term and Indonesia and Maldives 
are contesting it.

They will participate in a can-
didates’ debate for the region or-
ganised by the World Federation 
of United Nations Associations on 
May 14.

All the 193 members of the UN 
will, however, vote for the non-
permanent members of the Council, 
even though the seats are distributed 
by region.

The elections are scheduled for 
June 8.

Los Angeles, May 5 (PTI/
AFP): A magnitude 6.9 
earthquake shook Hawaii’s 
Big Island today, prompt-
ing fresh eruptions of a 
volcano that is threatening 
residential neighborhoods, 
the US Geological Survey 
said.

It said the shallow tem-
blor struck at 12:32 pm 
(2232 GMT) and was cen-
tered on the south flank of 
the Kilauea volcano, which 
first erupted yesterday af-
ter a series of quakes on the 
island. It had a depth of five 
kilometers.

“This is in almost exact-
ly the same location as the 
deadly 1975 M 7.1 quake,” 
USGC said in a tweet.

Beijing, May 5 (PTI): China has 
recorded its first quarterly cur-
rent account deficit in nearly 17 
years, ending its dream run of 
accumulating trade surplus as a 
top exporter for a period during 
which it amassed the world’s 
largest foreign exchange re-
serves of over USD 3.14 trillion.

China saw a current ac-
count deficit of USD 28.2 bil-
lion in the first quarter of this 
year, the country’s first quar-
terly deficit since the second 
quarter of 2001, data released 
yeterday by the State Admin-
istration of Foreign Exchange 
(SAFE) showed.

The goods trade still ran a 
surplus of USD 53.4 billion, but 
registered a 35 per cent slump 
year-on-year, while the service 
trade posted a deficit of USD 
76.2 billion, the biggest quar-

terly deficit since 1998, China’s 
Caixin magazine reported.

SAFE tried to play it down 
saying that the rare red figure 
in the current account was a 
result of seasonal factors , but 
economists said it could signal 
a fundamental shift in China’s 
international payment position, 
which in turn is a result of global 
economic rebalance in the last 
decade.

Ding Shuang, the chief Chi-
na economist with Standard 
Chartered in Hong Kong, wrote 
in a note that China has run 
a current account surplus on 
an annual basis in the past 25 
years and people tend to take 
(China’s) surplus for granted .

The situation that people 
have been taking for granted for 
a quarter of a century was about 
to change, Ding noted.

A moderate shock, against 
the backdrop of intensifying 
trade frictions, can push China’s 
current account into deficit, 
Hong Kong-based South China 
Morning Post quoted him as 
saying.

For China, the dip in its cur-
rent account could not have 
come at a worst time as it is en-
gaged in crucial trade talks with 
the US to meet the demands of 
President Donald Trump to re-
duce America’s USD 375 billion 
bilateral trade deficit immedi-
ately by USD 100 billion and 
USD 200 billion by 2020.

The two-day talks between 
the US delegation, led by Treas-
ury Secretary Steven Mnuchin 
and Chinese Vice Premier Liu 
He ended here yesterday during 
which they are reported to have 
reached some agreements while 

differences remained.
Both sides lined up tariff 

hikes on a spate of items to re-
sort to a tit-for-tat increase if the 
trade talks fail amid assertions 
by Trump that he is ready for a 
trade war.

The current account surplus 
was the pride of China for the 
last 17 years as it emerged as the 
world’s factory with enormous 
amount of exports to all nooks 
and corners of the world. In 
the process, it accumulated at 
one time over USD 4 trillion in 
foreign exchange reserves, un-
precedented in the world.

China has the biggest hold-
ing in US government debt 
amounting to USD 1.19 trillion 
last year. In March this year its 
foreign exchange reserves stood 
at over USD 3.14 trillion.

China’s growth story was on 

the decline since the global eco-
nomic crisis in 2008 after which 
its exports recorded a steady 
drop resulting in an economic 
slowdown with its GDP figures 
dropping from double digits.

Since then it is trying to rejig 
the economy to depend less on 
exports and more on domestic 
consumption.

The world’s second largest 
economy posted 6.9 per cent 
GDP last year and the govern-
ment has fixed 6.5 per cent as 
this year’s growth target.

China’s overall trade and 
current account surpluses 
have fallen significantly as a 
percentage of its GDP since 
2007. China’s current account 
surplus declined from 9.9 per 
cent of GDP in 2007 to 1.3 per 
cent in 2017, according to data 
by SAFE.
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This photo provided by Hawaii Electric Light shows lava flowing over Mohala Street in the Leilani Estates 
area near Pahoa on the Big Island of Hawaii Friday, May 4, 2018. Nearly 1,500 people have fled from their 
homes after Hawaii’s Kilauea volcano sent molten lava chewing through forests and bubbling up on paved 
streets in an eruption that one resident described as “a curtain of fire.” 

NEWS IN BRIEF
7 killed in suicide blasts in Nigeria
Abuja, May 5 (IANS): Four bombers and three locals died 
following multiple suicide blasts early on Friday in Nigeria’s 
Borno, local police said. Seven others were wounded 
following the blasts in two villages near Maiduguri, the 
capital of Borno, according to Edet Okon, spokesman 
of the police in the northern state. The suicide attackers, 
including one female bomber, targeted crowded areas in the 
two neighboring villages of Mainari Kanuri and Mainari 
Shuwa, Xinhua reported. The two villages are located in 
remote areas in Konduga district of the northern state. 
Okon added that security was immediately beefed up in the 
area and the Maiduguri Metropolis, following the attack.
Boko Haram, a militant group emerging from northeastern 
Nigeria, was said to be responsible for the suicide blasts.

6.1-magnitude quake rocks 
Philippines
Manila, May 5 (IANS): An earthquake measuring 6.1 
on the Richter scale struck the Philippines’ Luzon island 
on Saturday without any reports of casualties, damage 
or a tsunami alert. The US Geological Survey (USGS) 
said the earthquake’s hypocenter was at a depth of 17 km, 
reports Efe news. The tremor’s epicentre was situated 58 
km northwest of Pandan, on Catanduanes island, and 319 
km east of Manila. The Philippine seismological agency 
said there was a possibility of aftershocks. The Tsunami 
Warning System in the Pacific has not issued a tsunami 
alert.

George H.W. Bush released from 
hospital
Washington, May 5 (IANS): Former US President George 
H.W. Bush has been discharged from Houston’s Methodist 
Hospital where he had been hospitalised in April after 
contracting an infection, according to his spokesman, Jim 
McGrath. “His doctors report he is doing well and is happy 
to return home,” McGrath tweeted on Friday. Bush, 93, had 
been admitted to the hospital after contracting the infection 
that spread to his blood following the funeral for his wife, 
former First Lady Barbara Bush, reports CNN. Bush 
tweeted on Thursday that he had “not taken up residence” 
at the hospital and was waiting for a “green light” to leave. 
In response to the hospital naming a new atrium after him 
and Barbara Bush, he wrote on Twitter: “Quite moved by 
this announcement by @MethodistHosp. The atrium is 
beautiful, but recent developments notwithstanding I have 
not taken up residence here. 

Myanmar landslide death toll rises 
to 17
Yangon, May 5 (IANS): Five more people were killed in 
Friday’s landslide in Myanmar’s northern Kachin state, 
taking the death toll to 17, the Home Affairs Ministry said 
on Saturday. At least 11 people were injured in the landslide 
that occured in Hpakant mining region, Xinhua news 
agency reported. The 60.9-metre-high spoil tip collapsed 
near a worksite owned by Kyauk Myat Shwe Pyi Company 
in Hway Khar village before dawn.

US ends protections for nearly 
90,000 Hondurans
Washington, May 5 (IANS): Nearly 90,000 Hondurans 
who have lived in the US for at least two decades could 
be forced to leave the country after President Donald 
Trump’s administration decided to end protections for the 
immigrants, the media reported. The Homeland Security 
Department’s announcement on Friday brings the total 
number of immigrants for whom the administration has 
decided to end temporary protected status in the last year 
to more than 425,000, many who have lived in the US 
legally for decades, reports CNN. The announcement 
ends the temporary protected status designation for 
Honduras that was put in place after Hurricane Mitch 
struck in 1998. 

AP/PTI

Palestinian protesters hurl stones at Israeli solders near the fence, after they burnt tires during a protest at the Gaza Strip’s border with Israel, 
east of Khan Younis, Friday, May 4, 2018. Huge clouds of black smoke from burning tires mixed with streaks of Israeli tear gas volleys Friday, 
as several thousand Palestinians staged their sixth weekly protest on the sealed Gaza-Israel border. At least 70 Palestinians were wounded by 
Israeli fire, the lowest casualty toll since protests began. 

170 injured in fresh 
clashes in Palestine

US Navy veteran sentenced 
to life for killing Indian techie

Trump to meet S 
Korean president 
at White House 
on May 22

Morocco, Romania agree to 
boost diplomatic cooperation

19 Syrian troops killed 
fighting IS near Damascus

Death toll from Kenya 
floods climbs to 112

Israel withdraws from Security Council election

Major quake hits Hawaii, prompts further volcano eruptions

China records first current account deficit in 17 years in Q1
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Yo Yo Honey Singh preps for comeback video
Rapper Yo Yo Honey Singh, who has been seen in music videos like “Blue eyes” and 
“Love dose”, says he is prepping for his comeback in a “huge” music video. Singh, 
who was last seen on screen in a music video in “Desi kalakaar” in 2014 along with 
Bollywood actors Sonakshi Sinha and Gulshan Grover, posted an image of himself 
flaunting his biceps.  “Growing Bigger muscles for my comeback video! I am shoot-
ing a huge video, so mega look needed please love and support,” Singh tweeted on 
Friday.  The rapper, 35, is currently riding high on the success he has received for “Dil 
chori” and “Chhote chhote peg”, which are a part of the recent Bollywood release 
“Sonu Ke Titu Ki Sweety”. (IANS)

Paul McCartney made Companion 
of Honour by Queen Elizabeth

Anupam Kher to feature 
in new American series

Patty Jenkins to receive 2018 Women in 
Motion Award at Cannes Film Festival

Emma Watson tweets support 
for Kathua rape victim’s lawyer

Loving your country not enough to be patriot — Alia

B
eatles legend 
Paul McCartney 
was on Friday 
made Compan-
ion of Honour 

by Queen Elizabeth in a 
ceremony at Buckingham 
Palace.

The musician and 
songwriter, 75, was 
presented the award for 
services to music, 20 years 
after he was knighted by 
the Queen, reported daily-
mail.co.uk.

Accompanied by his 
wife Nancy Shevell, 58, 
McCartney wore a tailored 
navy double-breasted 
suit, custom-made by his 
fashion designer daughter 
Stella, 46.

Paying tribute to his late 

parents, McCartney said in 
a statement: “I see this as 
a huge honour for me and 
my family and I think of 
how proud my Liverpool 
mum and dad would have 
been to see this.”

Stella paid tribute to her 
father via her Instagram 
page.

She wrote: “Dad, 
a proud daughter on 
every level. What you have 
achieved as a creative soul 
on this earth has inspired 
so many millions and 
touches your baby girls 
heart with love and hope.

“Love is all you need 
and you got it from all your 
family today as you receive 
this incredible honour.”

IANS V
eteran actor Anupam Kher 
will be seen in an upcoming 
“New Amsterdam” medical 
drama series.

NBC has given out the 
first series order from its pilot crop for 
the 2018-2019 season, reports variety.
com.

An excited Anupam, 63, said that the 
pilot “New Amsterdam”, which he shot 
for in New York has been picked up to 
be a series.

“Happy to share the great news! The 
NBC pilot ‘New Amsterdam’, I shot for 
in New York has been picked up to be a 
series now. Here comes the Indian Actor 
to join the cast and crew in New York. 
David Schulner, Peter Horton, Kate 
Dennis, Ryan Eggold, Jayr Monty,” he 
wrote on Saturday.

He also posted a series of photo-
graph with actress Freema Agyeman 
and wrote that he is looking forward to 

working with her in the a series. 
“Dearest Freema my favourite co 

actor from ‘Sense8’! Looking forward to 
sharing the screen space with you in the 
new NBC series ‘New Amsterdam’,” he 
wrote.

Inspired by Bellevue, the oldest 
public hospital in America, the series 
follows the brilliant and charming Dr. 
Max Goodwin played by Ryan Eggold, 
the institution’s newest medical director 
who sets out to tear up the bureaucracy 
and provide exceptional care.

In addition to Eggold, Anupam and 
Agyeman, the cast of the series also 
includes Janet Montgomery, Jocko Sims, 
and Tyler Labine. 

“New Amsterdam” is produced by 
Universal Television, Pico Creek Produc-
tions and Mount Moriah. The project 
was set up at NBC in September with a 
put pilot commitment.

IANS

D
irector Patty Jenkins will receive 
the 2018 Women In Motion award 
during the Cannes Film Festival. 

The “Wonder Woman” helmer 
will receive the honour from fes-

tival president Pierre Lescure, artistic director 
Thierry Fremaux, and Francois-Henri Pinault, 
president and CEO of luxury goods firm Ker-
ing, which is behind the initiative.

According to the organisers, Jenkins is 
being honoured this year in recognition of 
the fact that her work has enabled significant 
progress to be made in the fight for gender 
equality.

The presentation will take place at a 
Women in Motion dinner on May 13. 

It will be the fourth edition of Women in 
Motion, which is part of the film festival’s of-
ficial program. 

Previous winners of the award include Jane 
Fonda, Geena Davis, Susan Sarandon and 
Isabelle Huppert.

“Wonder Woman” was the highest-grossing 
summer movie of 2017. Jenkins has signed up 
to direct the upcoming sequel, which is cur-
rently in pre-production. 

The festival runs from May 8 to May 19.
PTI

M
adhuri Dixit 
Nene, who is 
making her 
acting debut in 
Marathi cinema 

with “Bucket List”, says doing a 
film in her native language was 
always on her wish list.

“My bucket list is always 
expanding. I like taking up chal-
lenges and once it ends I take 
up new challenges, so it 
never ends. Do-
ing a Marathi 
film was on my 
bucket list. 

“Marathi 
cinema is in its 
golden phase. Such 
good subjects, tech-
nically they are so 
good. It was one of the 
biggest things on my 
bucket list that I have 
crossed out,” Madhuri 
told reporters here at the 
trailer launch of the film 
last evening.

Madhuri made her act-
ing debut with “Abodh” in 
1984 but it took her over three 
decades to star in a Marathi film.

“I was waiting for the right 
Marathi script to come my way. 
This is a great story. It is about 

every day women and how she 
gets lost. She forgets who she is 
as she does things for her family. 
When she gets on this journey 
and tries to complete a bucket 
list of someone else, she finds 
herself.

“I was a 
house-

wife for 
a brief period 

and they all go through 
this. I think they all would 

relate to this,” Madhuri said.
With this film, Madhuri has 

again collaborated with her 
“Hum Aapke Hain Koun” co-star 
Renuka Shahane after a gap of 24 

years, and with Ranbir Kapoor, 
who has a guest appear-
ance in the movie.

“It was 

won-
derful working 

with both of them. I 
first met Renuka on the sets of 

‘Hum Aapke Hain Koun’ and we 
got along immediately. We both 
are from Maharashtra and had 
the same cultural background. 
I was happy working with her 
again. Our relationship is dif-
ferent in this film. We share an 
emotional bond in this film.

“Ranbir is one of my favour-
ite actors. I appreciate his work. 

We had a great time. He was 
gracious to do this film. He is a 
charming boy,” Madhuri said.

Director Tejas Prabha Vijay 
Deoskar says the idea for this 
film came from an article 
that he read online few 
years back and thought 
of developing it into a 
script.

“I was working on it 
for two years or so and 
I wanted Madhuri in 
this film. I am glad 
she said yes,” he 
added.

Actor Sumeet 
Raghavan, who 

is paired opposite 
Madhuri in the film, says 

working with her was a great 
experience.

“When we talk about Mad-
huri, your eyes just become wide 
open and jaws drop. This was the 
same feeling when the director 
told me I am opposite Madhuri. 
It was a fan-boy moment for me,” 
Raghavan said.

“Its been 30 years she is 
working but when we were doing 
scenes I never felt that she has so 
much experience,” he added.

The film releases on May 25.
PTI

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

11 am, 5 pm: Avengers: Infinity 
War (Eng) 3D
2 pm, 8 pm: Avengers : Infinity War 
(Eng) 2D

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

My bucket 

list is always 

expanding, 

says Madhuri 

A
ctress Alia Bhatt, who plays a spy in the 
forthcoming film “Raazi”, says she learnt a 
new definition of patriotism which is more 
about contribution to the well-being of peo-
ple selflessly rather than just feeling proud 

and loving your country.
“I learnt that what we believe is patriotism is quite 

opposite of what true patriotism is. We say we are pa-
triots because we are living in the country and we love 
our country, but that is not enough,” Alia told media 
here on Friday. 

“We have to participate in activities that may not be 
beneficial to you but the larger population. During the 
journey of narrating the character, this is what I learnt 
which made me participate in things much more 
actively. What is the point of having so many followers 
on social media if I can’t use my voice?”

The actress went to a village in Maharashtra along 
with superstar Aamir Khan on May 1 to actively par-
ticipate in ‘shramdaan’ in the process of water conser-
vation.

She shared: “You know you don’t need to 
express your opinion all the time. You can 

feel for things and take action 
to solve a 

prob-

lem, instead of talking about the problem. 
“When I went with Aamir, I understood that he is 

imparting knowledge to the villagers who need it, to 
survive and deal with the drought crisis of Maharash-
tra.”

“I think that is true patriotism. That is why action 
speaks louder than words. What is the point of having 
a take on an issue, if I am not resolving the problem?” 
she explained.

“Raazi”, a cross-border spy drama, is based on the 
book titled “Calling Sehmat”. The film is set in Kashmir.

“In the film, Kashmir is not depicted in a negative 
light. Kashmir is a beautiful place and I love it. It is 
really unfortunate that their tourism business, which 
is a big part of the revenue, is affected because of the 
incidents that took place. People think that Kashmir 
is not a safe place to go, but that 
is not true,” Alia said.

Directed by 
Meghna Gulzar, 
the film also 

features Vicky 
Kaushal and 

Soni Razdan. 
It is set to 

release on 
May 11.

IANS

“H
arry Potter” star 
Emma Watson has 
tweeted her sup-
port to Deepika 
Singh Rajawat, the 

lawyer representing the family of the 
girl who was raped and murdered in 

Jammu and Kashmir’s Kathua.
“All power to Deepika Singh 

Rajawat,” tweeted Watson while 
reacting to a Buzzfeed photo 

article on the lawyer.
Rajawat had claimed that she 

received death threats, including 
lawyers from the Jammu and Kash-
mir Bar Association, for representing 
the case.

The rape and murder of the eight-
year-old girl from the Bakarwal tribe 
of Jammu and Kashmir had sparked 
widespread outrage in the country.

PTI
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Jürgen Klopp leads a training session as his attention turns from a Champions League final to securing 
a top-four finish.

Saina Nehwal and P V Sindhu
Neeraj Chopra

Petra Kvitova celebrates with the trophy after winning Prague 
Open final..

South Africa’s Caster Semenya runs to win the woman’s 1500 meter during the Qatar Diamond League in 
Doha, Qatar, Friday.

PTI
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London, May 5 (AFP):Fresh 
from booking their place in 
the Champions League final 
after a dramatic night in 
Rome, Liverpool’s European 
heroes return to the fight for 
a Premier League top four 
finish when they face Chel-
sea on Sunday.

Jurgen Klopp’s side are 
still on a high following 
a 4-2 defeat at Roma on 
Wednesday that clinched a 
7-6 aggregate success in the 
Champions League semi-
finals.

Liverpool will take on 
holders Real Madrid in their 
eighth European Cup final 
appearance on May 26 in 
Kiev. But first the Reds have 
to ensure they feature in 
next season’s Champions 
League.

Third-placed Liverpool 
are six points ahead of fifth 
placed Chelsea, but they 
would give renewed hope to 
the Blues if they are beaten 
at Stamford Bridge.

A Liverpool win this 
weekend would make it 
impossible for Chelsea to 
catch them, ensuring the 
Reds will qualify for next 
season’s Champions League 
with a game in spare.Even a 
draw in west London would 
effectively seal their top four 
place because Liverpool 
have a vastly superior goal 
difference.

Failing that, victory at 
home to Brighton on the 
final day of the league sea-
son would do the job before 

After Roman conquest, Liverpool 
face Battle of the Bridge

Saina and Sindhu are precious 
diamonds— Coach Gopichand

India clubbed with UAE, Thailand and Bahrain in Asian Cup

India can qualify for knockout stage — Constantine

Semenya breaks her own national 
1500m record despite controversy

Karbi Anglong honours taekwondo 
bronze medalist Dhon Killing 

Javelin thrower Neeraj 
improves his national record

Kvitova battles past Buzarnescu 
to win first Prague title

Liverpool focus on their 
European showdown 
with Cristiano Ronaldo 
and company.

Three draws in their 
past four league out-
ings against Everton, 
West Bromwich Albion 
and Stoke -- partly the 
result of Klopp prioritis-
ing Champions League 
progress -- have allowed 
Chelsea to close to the 
gap. Antonio Conte’s 
men have three league 
games remaining to Liv-
erpool’s two, meaning 
if the Londoners win 
their remaining fixtures 
they will, at worst, fin-
ish level on points with 
the Champions League 

finalists.
For Klopp’s peace of 

mind and to rest a tiring 
squad with a growing 
injury list, guaranteeing 
qualification on Sunday 
is the ideal scenario.

With that in mind, 
Klopp has no intention 
of resting key players like 
former Chelsea winger 
Mohamed Salah and 
Brazil forward Roberto 
Firmino this weekend.

“We have two semis 
again against Chelsea 
and Brighton and then 
we have two weeks. The 
league is equally impor-
tant (as the Champions 
League,” Klopp said.

“We can make life 

easier for us by winning 
at Chelsea.

“It  is  not  we can 
d e c i d e  a b o u t  l e a v -
ing one out. We can-
not play players who 
are not available. “From 
Wednesday to Sunday in 
terms of turnaround is 
OK. The whole season is 
a constant challenge. We 
have fought hard for our 
position in the league.

“Of course it is a big 
advantage for Chelsea 
not playing in the week.”
- ‘Good opportunity’ -

C h e l s e a  h a v e  n o 
margin for error as they 
look to end a troubled 
season on a high by fin-

ishing in the top four and 
winning the FA Cup fi-
nal against Manchester 
United.

The deposed champi-
ons are five points behind 
fourth placed Tottenham, 
with both teams having 
three games to play.

Regardless of wheth-
er or not Chelsea finish 
in the top four, it seems 
likely manager Antonio 
Conte will leave at the 
end of the season.

Conte has feuded 
with the Chelsea hierar-
chy over their failure to 
back his transfer plans 
last summer and Napoli’s 
Maurizio Sarri this week 
became the latest man-
ager to be linked with the 
Italian’s job.

Even so, Conte re-
mains focused on getting 
Chelsea back into the top 
four after a run of three 
successive league wins.

Hopeful  of  taking 
advantage of Liverpool 
tiredness after their Euro-
pean exploits, Conte said: 
“This could be a good op-
portunity for us.

“As I said a lot of times 
in the last three games, if 
we want to keep the hope 
alive we have to win. We 
have to get three points.

“Liverpool are a good 
team. It won’t be easy, but 
if we want to keep alive 
the hope, we have to try 
to win, to get three points 
on Sunday.”

New Delhi, May 5 (PTI): 
India’s chief badminton 
coach Pullela Gopichand 
today called P V Sind-
hu and Saina Nehwal 
-- his two most success-
ful pupils -- as “pre-
cious diamonds”. Last 
month, Saina claimed 
her second individual 
Commonwealth Games 
gold medal by defeating 
world number 3 Sindhu 
21-18 23-21 in a riveting 
women’s singles final at 
Gold Coast, Australia.

“As a coach I treat 
both Saina Nehwal and 
PV Sindhu as precious 
diamonds. Winning or 
loosing happens every 
day at the Academy in 
Hyderabad. Win or de-

feat in game encourages 
the winner and looser to 
raise the bar and reach 
higher,” said Gopichand.

With the win at Gold 
Coast, Saina, ranked 12th 
in the world, took her 
overall head-to-head 
record against Sindhu 
to 4-1. 

The last time these 
two shuttlers met in the 
final of an event was at 
last year’s National Bad-
minton Championships 
where Saina won 21-17 
27-25 to clinch her third 
title.

G o p i c h a n d  w a s 
speaking during a felici-
tation programme or-
ganised by FICCI Ladies 
Organisation (FLO), the 

women business wing of 
the Federation of Indian 
chambers of Commerce 
& Industry.

The taskmaster add-
ed, “during competitions 
or coming matches I take 
away players including 
Saina and Sindhu mobile 
phones and raid their 
rooms to check laptops 
and refrigerators to check 
they have no chocolates 
stocked.  “One has to be 
strict with them to win. 
My dream is my students 
winning gold in olym-
pics.” 

While Saina is an Ol-
ympic bronze medallist, 
Sindhu did one better by 
winning a silver at the Rio 
Olympics in 2016.

Doha, May 5 (Reuters):  
Caster Semenya put aside 
the controversy over a 
planned rule change in 
athletics regarding hy-
perandrogenism to win 
the women’s 1,500 metres 
and break her own South 
African record time at the 
Diamond League meeting 
in Doha on Friday.

Semenya won in a 
world leading time of 
three minutes and 59.92 
seconds ahead of Nelly 
Jepkosgei of Kenya and 
Habitam Alemu of Ethio-
pia. She set a national and 
Commonwealth Games 
record of 4:00.71 in win-
ning the gold medal last 
month.

The South African has 
been in the spotlight after 
the sport’s governing IAAF 
approved an eligibility 
rule to limit the advantage 
of female athletes who, 
like Semenya, have natu-
rally higher than normal 
levels of testosterone.

The International As-
sociation of Athletics Fed-
erations last week con-
firmed new rules, starting 
from Nov. 1, which ef-

fectively give Semenya a 
choice of taking medica-
tion to restrict her testo-
sterone or move to longer 
distance events.

The double Olympic 
and triple world 800 me-
tres champion did not let 
the controversy affect her 
performance on a domi-
nant evening for Africans 
in the middle distance 
events as Kenya swept 
the podium in the men’s 
800m.

E m m a n u e l  K o r i r 
blasted away from his 
compatriots on the final 
strait to win in a time of 
1:45.21. Elijah Manangoi 
finished second with Ni-
cholas Kipkoech in third.

There was a tight fin-
ish in the women’s 3,000m 
as Kenya again ruled the 
track. Caroline Kipkirui 
finished four tenths of 
a second ahead of com-
patriot Agnes Tirop after 
a tense final lap in the 
evening heat, with Hyvin 
Kiyeng coming third.

C o m m o n w e a l t h 
Games 400m champion 
Isaac Makwala failed to 
reproduce his Gold Coast 

form as he finished third 
in a race won by Steven 
Gardiner of the Bahamas 
in a national record of 
43.87 seconds, with Qa-
tar’s Abdalleleh Haroun 
coming home second.

Marie-Josee Ta Lou 
of the Ivory Coast won 
the women’s 100m in a 
personal best of 10.85 
seconds, beating 2016 
Olympic champion Elaine 
Thompson of Jamaica 
who was third with Ni-
geria’s Blessing Okagbare-
Ighoteguonor finishing 
second.

American 20-year-old 
Noah Lyles won the men’s 
200m in a meeting record 
of 19.83 seconds with 
world champion Ramil 
Guliyev of Turkey finish-
ing third. American Sandi 
Morris won the women’s 
pole vault with Britain’s 
Holly Bradshaw coming 
second.

There were also wins 
in the men’s events for 
Pedro Pablo Pichardo of 
Cuba in the triple jump 
and home athlete Mutaz 
Essa Barshim in the high 
jump.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, May 5 (EMN): 
Diphu youth Dhon Kill-
ing, who bagged a bronze 
during the recently con-
cluded 3rd India Open In-
ternational Taekwondo 
Championship, received a 
cash award from the Gar-
wal Regiment of the Indian 
army during a felicitation 
ceremony organised by the 
Karbi Students Association 
(KSA-Inglongpho) here 
in the conference hall of 
the office of Central Ex-
ecutive Committee, KSA, at 
Rongthe-ang, on Saturday.

Killing (17) son of Sarpo 
Killing and Bari Terangpi of 
Chandmari (Achom Kimi) 
village of ward-4 of Diphu 
town bagged the bronze 
medal in the 51 kg cat-
egory. The tournament 
was organised by the All In-
dia University Taekwondo 
Council, Delhi Taekwondo 
Association, and promoted 
by the Taekwondo Federa-

Doha, May 5 (IANS): 
India’s javelin thrower 
Neeraj Chopra improved 
his national record mark 
with a throw of 87.43 me-
tres to finish fourth in the 
season-opening leg of the 
IAAF Diamond League 
here on Friday.

Former world junior 
champion Neeraj, who 
won the gold in the Gold 
Coast Commonwealth 
Games in April, came up 
with his second attempt 
to cross the previously 
owned national record 
mark of 86.48 metres.

The 20-year-old’s first 
attempt was 81.17 but he 
delivered his season’s best 
in the second attempt. His 
season’s best was 86.47 
which he threw at the 
Gold Coast event.

However, Neeraj failed 
to overcome three Ger-
mans who swept the po-
dium places at the Qatar 
Sport Club.

Olympic champion 
Thomas Rohler clinched 
the gold medal with an ef-
fort of 91.78 metres -- his 
season’s best.

“Today was great, but 
it wasn’t easy.

 There’s always room 
for improvement. My 
teammates and I travel to-
gether and train together, 
which motivates me al-
ways,” Rohler was quoted 

Prague, May 5 (Reuters) : Pet-
ra Kvitova won her third title 
of the year as she fought back 
from a set down to beat Ro-
manian Mihaela Buzarnescu 
4-6 6-2 6-3 in the Prague Open 
final on Saturday.

The Czech second seed 
got off to a flying start and 
took a 4-1 lead in the opening 
set but Buzarnescu battled 
back to break Kvitova’s domi-
nance, winning the next five 
games to clinch the set.

Kvitova roared back in 
front of a raucous home 
crowd, using her powerful 
forehand to pin Buzarnescu 
back in the second set and 
broke the Romanian’s serve 
three times to force a de-
cider.

The two-times Wimble-
don champion, who was 
missed the Prague event last 
year due to a hand injury, 
maintained her momentum 
to win her home tournament 
in her first appearance in it.

The 28-year-old left-hand-
er added to her triumphs in 
Petersburg and Doha this 

Dubai, May 5 (IANS): The In-
dian football team were on Fri-
day clubbed with hosts United 
Arab Emirates, Thailand and 
Bahrain in Group A of the AFC 
Asian Cup, the official draw for 
which was held at the Armani 
Hotel Ballroom at the iconic 
Burj Khalifa here.

I n d i a  c a p t a i n  S u n i l 
Chhetri, Iranian legend Ali 
Daei, iconic Chinese player 
Sun Jihai and Philippines’ star 
Philip James Younghusband 
coordinated the picks for the 
four respective pots as they 
helped AFC General Secretary 
Dato Windsor John to conduct 
the draw.

B e s i d e s ,  In d i a  c o a c h 
Stephen Constantine and 
team Manager Shanmugam 
Venkatesh were present on the 
occasion. The top 24 Teams 
from all over Asia including 
hosts UAE were drawn into six 
groups of four teams each.

Teams drawn together 
in the group will play each 
other once and the top two 
from each group will qualify 
to the Round of 16 along with 
the best four third-placed 
teams.

The Continental Champi-
onship will be held across eight 

stadia in four cities in the UAE 
-- Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Sharjah 
and Al Ain -- January 5 to Feb-
ruary 1, 2019.

Speaking at  the draw, 
Chhetri said: “The AFC Asian 
Cup is an enormous opportu-
nity for us and we are looking 
forward to it.  Back home in 
India, everyone is excited and 
we have the blessings of all the 
people and we will do our best.”

“The AFC Asian Cup gives 
us the opportunity to rub 
shoulders with the best of Asia 
and play against players who 
many of whom play in many a 
Premier League across Europe, 
and other parts of the world. 

It will be an eye-opener and 
even if it is a learning experi-
ence, we aim to be competitive 
and give our best on the pitch,” 
he later told www.the-aiff.com.

“I was part of the National 
Team in 2011 in Doha where we 
last played in the Continental 
Championship. Qualifying to 
the Asian Cup for the second 
time in 8 years is great for In-
dian Football,” he added.

This is India’s fourth quali-
fication to the AFC Asian Cup, 
the last one being in Doha in 
2011. India had finished run-
ners-up to Israel in 1964.

Moments after the Indian 
football team were drawn in 
Group A of the AFC Asian Cup 
UAE 2019, head coach Stephen 
Constantine stated that India 
can “qualify to the knock-out 
stage” of the Continental cham-
pionship.

“I think it’s a group from 
where we can qualify to the 
knock-out stage. I won’t say it’s 
an easy group but we have the 
ability to win against some of 
these teams and on our day, 
we can beat most of them,” 
Constantine, who attended the 
draw along with team manager 
Shanmugam Venkatesh, told 
www.the-aiff.com.

“All these teams will give us 
different kinds of problems and 
we have to be prepared before 
facing them in the AFC Asian 
Cup UAE 2019,” he added.

Meanwhile, India captain 
Sunil Chhetri along with Iranian 
legend Ali Daei, iconic Chinese 
player Sun Jihai and Philip-
pines’ star Philip James Young-
husband coordinated the picks 
for the four respective pots 

helping AFC General Secretary 
Dato Windsor John to conduct 
the draw.

Speaking at the ceremony, 
Chhetri said: “The AFC Asian 
Cup is an enormous opportu-
nity for us and we are looking 
forward to it. Back home in 
India, everyone is excited and 
we have the blessings of all 
the people and we will do our 
best.”

“The AFC Asian Cup gives us 
the opportunity to rub shoul-
ders with the best of Asia and 
play against players who many 
of whom play in many a Premier 
League across Europe and other 
parts of the world. It will be an 
eye-opener and even if it is a 
learning experience, we aim 
to be competitive and give our 
best on the pitch,” he later told 
www.the-aiff.com.

“I was part of the National 
Team in 2011 in Doha where we 
last played in the Continental 
Championship. Qualifying to 
the Asian Cup for the second 
time in 8 years is great for Indian 
Football,” he added.

season.
Buzarnescu fell to a 

second WTA final defeat 
after losing out at the Ho-
bart International final to 
Belgian Elise Mertens.

World number 10 

Kvitova has little time to 
celebrate as she plays 
Ukrainian Lesia Tsurenko 
in the Madrid Open first 
round on Sunday, two 
weeks before the start of 
the French Open.

as saying by the tourna-
ment’s official website.

“I’ve been preparing 
and knew I could throw 
that far. I was even able 
to take some risks to-
day, and know that I’m in 
good physical shape.”

World champion Jo-
hannes Vetter claimed 
the second spot with a 
throw of 91.56 metres 
and and Andreas Hoff-
man delivered his sea-
son’s best of 90.08 metres 
to deny Neeraj from a 
place on the podium.

Czech Republic’s Ja-
kub Vadlejch was fifth 
with an effort of 86.67.

tion of India.
During the felicitation 

ceremony, member of au-
tonomous council of the 
Karbi Anglong Autono-
mous Council, Dorsing 
Ronghang, who was the 
chief guest of the event 
congratulated Dhon Kill-
ing. The member urged the 
youths to take up sports as 
a profession stating that 
the KAAC would assist in-

terested youths in engag-
ing games and sports as a 
vocation.  Second Com-
manding Officer of the 
Garwal Regiment camped 
at Diphu, Raghuvendra 
congratulated Killng for 
the success and wished 
him more success in future 
endeavors. He handed to 
the sportsperson a cash 
prize of Rs.10, 000 from the 
regiment.
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EPL: Brighton ensure survival 
with 1-0 win over Man United

IPL: CSK overhelm RCB to go to top

Naga wrestlers take 20 medals at 
national wrestling championship 

Open basketball all set for May 7 showdown 

Pelicans power past Warriors 
to trim series deficit 2-1

West Brom stave off drop, Stoke relegated
Brighton & Hove Albion's Gaetan Bong, left, and Manchester United's Marouane Fellaini battle for the ball during their English 
Premier League soccer match at the AMEX Stadium, Brighton, England.

AP/PTI

Chennai Super Kings' Ravindra Jadeja with his teammates celebrates the dismissal of Royal 
Challengers Bangalore's captain Virat Kohli during an IPL cricket match in Pune on Saturday.

PTI

The medal winners along with officials of the NWA right after the completion of the championship 
at Shree Shiv Chatrapati Sports Complex at Pune, in Maharastra.

Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry (30) goes to the 
basket against New Orleans Pelicans forward Anthony Davis 
(23) during the second half of Game 3 of a second-round NBA 
basketball playoff series in New Orleans.

AP/PTI

London, May 5 (Reuters) 
: Brighton and Hove Albi-
on made sure of Premier 
League football next sea-
son with two games to 
spare after a Pascal Gross 
goal gave them a memo-
rable 1-0 home win over 
Manchester United on 
Friday.

It was no more than 
Brighton deserved after 
outplaying their more il-
lustrious rivals through-
out the contest and they 
sent a passionate home 
crowd into raptures after 
Gross headed home a 
57th-minute winner.

The German forward 
got on the end of a sharp 
Jose Izquierdo cross 
from the left and the ball 
crossed the line before 
Marcus Rojo’s desperate 
attempt to keep it out.

T h e  re s u l t  l i f t e d 
Brighton into 11th place 
on 40 points from 36 
matches and left them 
assured of  f inishing 
above the bottom three 
as they visit champi-
ons Manchester City on 
Wednesday before their 
final game away to Liv-
erpool.

United stayed second 
on 77 points ahead of 
Thursday’s trip to West 
Ham followed by a home 
game against Watford. 
The result also meant 
that they lost this season 
to all three promoted 
teams - Brighton, Hud-
dersfield and Newcastle 
United.

Brighton manager 
C h r i s  Hu g h t o n  w a s 
delighted after seeing 
the Seagulls, who beat 
United 1-0 in their last 
top-flight meeting at this 
venue in 1982, avoid rel-
egation.

“There’s a group of 
players with great belief 
and discipline,” Hughton 
told Sky Sports.

“We learned after 
the first few games that 
the performances were 
good enough and we 
weren’t always going to 
get beat, and that gave 
us confidence.”

Pune, May 5 (IANS): 
Chennai Super Kings 
(CSK)  made a  heavy 
weather of a small total 
before captain Mahen-
dra Singh Dhoni did his 
famous finishing act to 
beat Royal Challengers 
Bangalore (RCB) by six 
wickets and virtually seal 
their place in the Indian 
Premier League (IPL) 
play-offs here on Sat-
urday, needing just one 
more win in five matches.

RCB, on the other 
hand, are virtually out 
of the race for the play-
offs. They are currently 
on six points and have to 
win all their five remain-
ing matches, which is a 
big ask for the off-colour 
unit.

T h e  C h e n n a i  a r e 
sitting pretty on top of 
the table with 14 points 
from 10 matches. They 
have won seven of those 
matches while losing 
three.

The Chennai team, 
which has a reputed bat-
ting line-up, were expect-
ed to acomplish the job 
quite easily. But the team 
put themselves under 
pressure in the slog overs 
before skipper Dhoni 
smashed three sixes off 
RCB's star spinner Yuz-
vendra Chahal to take his 
side across the line in the 
18th over. 

Having elected to field 
first on winning the toss, 
CSK restricted the visitors 
to 127/9 in their 20 overs.

CSK were boosted by 
an excellent display by 
the hitherto off-colour 
Ravindra Jadeja who 
roared back to form with 
figures of 3/18.

Ambati Rayudu laid 
the foundation of a suc-
cessful chase with 32 runs 
off 25 balls after the other 
opener Shane Watson 
was bowled by Umesh 
Yadav in the third over.

Kohima, May 5 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Wrestling 
Association (NWA) team 
which participated in 
the belt wrestling and 
MAS wrestling bagged 
20 medals including 15 
gold, three silver and two 
bronze medals, an update 
from the NWA informed 
on Saturday.

Fourteen wrestlers 
participated in different 
categories of the 6th Na-
tional Traditional Wres-
tling & Pankration Cham-
pionship (AITWPF). The 
teams participated under 
the aegis of the NWA. The 
tournament was held at 
the Shree Shiv Chatrapati 
Sports Complex in Pune 
of Maharastra from May 
2. The event culminated 
on May 5.

NWA wrestler Kusayi 
Tsütso was awarded the 
best junior athlete of the 
championship. The team 
will reach Dimapur by 
May 9 in the evening, up-
dates informed.

In other matters, the 
vice president of the NWA 
Musonyi Domeh was 
elected the vice president 
of the All India Traditional 
Wrestling & Pankration 
Federation on May 4 at 

Kohima, May 5 (EMN):  An open 
basketball tournament is all set 
to be held from May 7 to the 12th 
at Khuochiezie local ground in 
Kohima town where defending 
champion Taurus and other 10 
teams from across Nagaland will 
be competing on league to vie for 
the championship title.

The opening function of the 
tournament will commence at 1 
pm on May 7. 

The six-day long tournament is 
being organised by the Nagaland 

Basketball Association in associa-
tion with Suncity Kohima.

Pool A consist of Last Kings, 
Ephriam, Stallions, Orca, and Ake-
los with TMB as the pool leader 
while pool B includes Mission Gi-
ant, S Naga Trouncers, Ophidian, 
and Cretan' Bulls with Taurus as 
it's pool leader.

The champion will walk away 
richer with INR 60,000  and run-
ner up with INR 30,000  along with 
trophies and citations.  

Two losing semi- finalists will 

receive INR 10,000 each while the 
most valuable player of the tourna-
ment will pocket INR 10,000.

As it was during the previous 
year's the tournament will have 
the digital scoreboard, a 24 second 
shot clock, hydraulic rings, fluo-
rescent indoor lighting, LED board 
display, and live coverage.

The matches will be played 
under the guidelines of the Fed-
eration International Basketball 
Association, the governing body of 
world basketball. 

Jake Livermore kept alive West 
Bromwich Albion's slender hopes of 
avoiding relegation as his last-gasp 
strike clinched a dramatic 1-0 win 
over Tottenham, while Stoke were 
relegated after a 2-1 defeat against 
Crystal Palace on Saturday.

Albion knew only three points at 
the Hawthorns would be enough to 
stave off relegation for a few hours 
at least.

With Darren Moore's side just 
minutes away from dropping into the 
Championship, Livermore sparked 
wild celebrations when the midfield-
er prodded home after a goal-mouth 
scramble two minutes into stoppage 
time.

West Brom, owned by Chinese 
entrepreneur Guochuan Lai, are 
two points from safety with only 
one game left as they fight to extend 
their eight-season stay in the Premier 
League.

Albion's last game of the season is 
at Palace next Sunday, but they could 
be relegated before then.

They will go down if third-bottom 
Southampton win or draw at Everton 
later on Saturday, or if fourth-bottom 
Swansea beat Southampton on 
Tuesday.

Fourth-placed Tottenham's de-

feat leaves them five points ahead of 
fifth-placed Chelsea, who can close 
the gap in the race to qualify for the 
Champions League if they beat Liv-
erpool on Sunday.

At the bet365 Stadium, Stoke had 
hope of staying up when Xherdan 
Shaqiri scored with a 43rd-minute 
free-kick.

But James McArthur equalised 
in the 68th minute and Patrick van 
Aanholt slotted in Palace's winner 
with four minutes left.

Paul Lambert's side are bottom, 
three points from safety, with only 
one game remaining.

Stoke have spent 10 seasons in 
the Premier League, but a run of 13 
games without a victory ensured that 
streak will come to an end.

Stoke goalkeeper Jack Butland 
was in tears at the final whistle and 
City fans were just as emotional as 
the realisation of their team's relega-
tion sank in.

- 'Tough afternoon' -
Hundreds left in the closing min-

utes before those that remained sang 
"City til I die" in a defiant rallying cry.

The blame for Stoke's predica-
ment lies jointly with Lambert and 
Mark Hughes, who was sacked in 
January after a wretched run culmi-

nated with an embarrassing FA Cup 
third round defeat against fourth-tier 
Coventry.

Hughes could suffer the indignity 
of having a role in two relegations in 
one season as his Southampton side 
are in trouble themselves.

Palace's win sealed their safety, 
making them the first top-flight team 
since Liverpool in 1899-1900 to avoid 
relegation despite losing their first 
seven matches of the season.

Swansea missed a chance to 
boost their survival bid as Bour-
nemouth won 1-0 at Dean Court.

Ryan Fraser blasted home with a 
quick free-kick from the edge of the 
area in the 37th minute.

Carlos Carvalhal's side have gone 
seven games without a win.

Swansea's loss means Southamp-
ton would climb out of the bottom 
three with a draw or win at Everton.

West Ham look set to avoid rel-
egation after a 2-0 win at Leicester.

Joao Mario's close-range finish in 
the 34th minute put West Ham ahead 
before Mark Noble's 64th-minute 
strike left David Moyes' side six points 
above the bottom three.

Watford beat Newcastle 2-1 at 
Vicarage Road to guarantee their top-
flight status.                                       (AFP)

L o s  A n g e l e s , Ma y  5 
(AFP):The New Orleans 
Pelicans, energized by 
a return to their home 
court, dominated the 
reigning NBA champion 
Golden State Warriors 
119-100 Friday to narrow 
the gap in their second-
round playoff series.

Anthony Davis scored 
33 points with 18 re-
bounds and four steals 
and Pels point guard Ra-
jon Rondo dished out 21 
assists to keep the New 
Orleans offense clicking.

Driving and dunking, 
Davis helped New Or-
leans out-score Golden 
State 54-36 in the paint.

The Pel icans also 
drained 14 three-pointers 
as they whittled the deficit 
to 2-1 in their best-of-
seven Western Confer-
ence series.

The Pelicans will have 
a chance to even things 
up when they host game 
four on Sunday.

"We just did what we 
were supposed to do," 
Davis said. "Of course we 
didn't want to go down 
0-3 but we got our big one 
tonight and now we'll try 
to get ready for Sunday."

Warriors coach Steve 
Kerr wasn't surprised to 
see the Pelicans respond 
after dropping the first 
two games in Oakland.

"On their home floor, 
down 2-0, this is what 
you expect," Kerr said of 
the Pelicans' intensity. 
"Their defense was great, 
they were the aggressors. 
I thought they brought 
the necessary force to 
the game on their home 
floor."

New Orleans drained 
10 three-pointers in the 
first 24 minutes, lead-
ing by as many as 15 en 
route to a 62-56 halftime 
margin.

Jrue Holiday helped 
set the tone, scoring 11 of 
his 21 points in the first 
quarter.

Warriors star Stephen 
Curry, back in the start-
ing lineup after coming 
off the bench in his re-
turn from a knee injury in 
game two, mustered only 

three points in the open-
ing quarter, when sharp-
shooter Klay Thompson 
was held scoreless.

Thompson scored 20 
of his 26 points in the sec-
ond quarter, but finished 
making just nine of his 22 
attempts from the field.

Kevin Durant added 
22 points and Curry fin-
ished with 19 points on 
six-of-19 shooting for the 
Warriors.

Rockets rout Jazz; seize 
2-1 series lead

The Houston Rockets 
thrashed the Utah Jazz 
113-92 in Salt Lake City 
on Friday to regain home 
court advantage in the 
NBA playoffs.

St u n g  by  1 1 6 - 1 0 8 
game-two defeat on their 
home floor, the Rockets 
responded with a ven-
geance to take a 2-1 lead 
in the best-of-seven West-
ern Conference second-
round series.

Rockets star James 
Harden scored 25 points 
with 12 assists in 30 min-
utes on the court.

Eric Gordon added an-
other 25 points in a merci-
less display by a Rockets 
team that led the league 

with 65 regular-season 
victories.

Royce O'Neale led 
the Jazz with 17 points 
as Houston's stifling de-
fense shut down game-
two standouts Donovan 
Mitchell and Joe Ingles.

Mitchell connected 
on just four of 16 from 
the field for 10 points 
while Ingles, who scored 
27 points in game two, 
finished with six points on 
two-of-10 shooting.

After a game-two per-
formance that Harden 
described as "lackadaisi-
cal," Houston came out 
with laser-like focus.

The Rockets scored 
on six of their first seven 
possessions, Harden's 
first field goal putting the 
Rockets up 15-5.

Houston led by as 
many as 22 in the first 
quarter and by as many 
as 38 in the third, harry-
ing Utah into 16 turnovers 
that the Rockets convert-
ed to 19 points.

To  m a k e  m a t t e r s 
worse, the Jazz, already 
without injured point 
guard Ricky Rubio, saw 
Derrick Favors exit with a 
sprained ankle in the third 
quarter.

Rayudu and Suresh 
Raina tried to bring the 
chase back on track with 
a 44-run stand before Ya-
dav struck again, remov-
ing Raina in the ninth 
over.

Rayudu fell a couple 
of overs later when he 
attempted an expansive 
shot off Murugan Ashwin, 
only to hand an easy top 
edge to Mohammed Siraj 
at short third man. Colin 
de Grandhomme then 
removed Dhruv Shorey, 
who made his IPL debut, 
in the next over to put the 
hosts under pressure.

However, Dhoni and 
Dwayne Bravo batted 
slowly but sensibly to en-
sure victory for the hosts 
without any further loss 
of wickets.

Earlier, disciplined 
boHowever, he too fell 
victim to the resurgent 
Jadeja when a mistimed 
flick handed an easy re-
turn catch to the CSK 

all-rounder.
RCB continued to lose 

wickets at regular inter-
vals as CSK restricted 
them to a low total.

Mumbai beat Punjab by 
six wickets

Opener SuryaKumar 
Yadav's 57 run knock and 
some useful contribu-
tions from other batters 
helped Mumbai Indians 
beat Kings XI Punjab by 
six wickets in an Indian 
Premier League (IPL) 
match here on Friday.

With this win Mumbai 
is sitting at the fifth spot 
with six points in nine 
matches, while Punjab 
is at fourth spot with 10 
points in eight matches.

Mumbai started 175 
run chase on a positive 
note, scoring 38 runs in 
5.3 overs, but after that 
opener Evin Lewis (10) 
departed.  Lewis  was 
caught behind Mujeeb ur 
Rahman.

New batsman Ishan 
Kishan (25) and SuryaKu-
mar then joined hands 
and played sensibly. The 
duo also managed to hit 
few beautifully crafted 
shots.  But just  when 
t h i n g s  s e e m e d  g o o d 
in the middle, in-form 
SuryaKumar was dis-
missed by Marcus Stoi-
nis in the 12th over when 
scoreboard was reading 
80. His 42-ball knock was 
laced with six boundaries 
and three sixes.

Hardik Pandya also 
contributed but failed to 
make a good start count 
as he was sent packing in 
the 13th over. He played 
13 balls and slammed 23 
runs.

Middle-order bats-
men Rohit Sharma (24) 
and Krunal Pandya (31) 
then forged an unbeaten 
46 run partnership for the 
fifth wicket to overhaul 
the target with one over 
to spare.

Pune.
Belt Wrestling

Gold:
1. Menuosetuo Yiese
2. Vekutho Soho
3. Visedelhou Chüsi
4. Neiphretuo Zhünyü
5. Vehuto Nakro
6. Kusayi Tsütso
7. Bontang Phom

8. Kevikhrietuo Chüsi
Silver:
1. Kedalung

MAS Wrestling
Gold:
1. Menuosetuo Yiese
2. Kekhriekuolie  

Khawakhrie
3. Kevikhrietuo Chüsi

4. Kusayi Tsütso
5. Kedalung
6. Kudupoyi Nakro
7. Bontang Phom
Silver:
1. Vehuto Nakro
2. Bisedelhou Chüsi
Bronze:
1. Shezove Therie
2.    Herachungdibo


