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Forest dept. told to boost revenue generation

Acharya backs Street 
Vendors Act in Nagaland 

Auto rickshaw 
drivers told to avoid 
Nagarjan Bridge

Give time to this government to 
revitalise state’s economy – BJP 

Legislator in charge of publicity seeks 
better connectivity for ‘interior areas’   

Centre to provide ‘collateral security’ 
to aspiring Naga entrepreneurs

Naga nationalism also means ‘bridging 
divide’ – Forum for Naga Reconciliation   

EastErn Mirror

A file picture of Naga women selling vegetable in the streets of Kohima.

FNR member, Niketu Iralu speaking in New Delhi.  

 

Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 22° 17°

Agartala 28° 22°

Gangtok 23° 12°

Guwahati 28° 20°

Imphal 27° 16°

Itanagar 30° 18°

Shillong 18° 14°

Delhi 39° 27°

Kolkata 33° 26°

Chennai 36° 28°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 21° 14°
DIMAPUR 28° 20°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 2mm 90%
DIMAPUR 3mm 94%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Your own mind is a 
sacred enclosure into 

which nothing harmful 
can enter except by your 

permission.

 Arnold Bennett
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Steven Gerrard unveiled as 
Rangers boss |  P11

 Trump says date, venue for 
landmark summit with Kim 

decided  |  P9

Our Correspondent
Kohima, May 4 (EMN): The need 
to improve a dwindling revenue 
generation by the department of 
Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change was the underlying con-
cern that dominated Nagaland’s 
Senior Forest Officers’ Confer-
ence held Friday at the office of 
the Principal Chief Conservator of 
Forests (PCCF) in Kohima.

Minister of the department, 
CM Chang, who was a special 
guest at the conference, said the 
annual revenue collection made 
by the department has become 
negligible and underscored for the 
department officers to put their 
heads together to improve this 
area. The legislator did not mince 
words to put across that the de-
partment was once a reputed but 
not anymore as he made a clarion 
call to restore its lost popularity.

Stating that everyone in the 
department was responsible for 
the present deficiencies, Chang 
urged upon all the officers and 
staff to demonstrate more hon-
esty, sincerity, cooperation and 
understanding towards one an-
other as well as to their work.

With regard to the implemen-
tation of various projects under 
the department, he underscored 
the need for setting targets for 
completion or implementation 
ahead of the stipulated date/time, 
which, he felt would not only help 
the department but the people of 
the state. 

He also said that with a de-
cline in forest cover in the state, 
the department must endeavour 

to acquire/purchase more land 
from the communities or private 
owners. Recalling his recent meet-
ing with the union minister of 
Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change Dr. Harsh Vardhan, who 
he said had assured support and 
also asked for the state depart-
ment to explore provisions where 
the central government would 
be able to provide aid. Towards 
this, he asked the officers to work 
out on necessary provisions for 
onward submission to the union 
ministry.

OSD to the department, Atsase 
Thongtsar in his address, high-
lighted that India will be the global 
host of this year’s World Environ-
ment Day set to take place on June 
5, 2018 with ‘Beat Plastic Pollution’ 
as the theme. Pointing out that the 
world would be coming together 
to combat single-use plastic, he 
called upon the department to 
plan, strategise and organise the 
occasion in a befitting manner.

The official also asked all the 
officers and staff of the depart-
ment to begin working, if they 
were yet to, with regard to the 100-
day report target which the Chief 
Minister Neiphiu Rio had sought 
from the legislator in charge of the 
department.

Three books launched 
During the inaugural session, 
minister Chang launched the offi-
cial website of the department and 
also released three books: dual 
volume (of the) Flora of Nagaland 
compiled by Prof. Sapu Changkija 
of SASRD Nagaland University and 

Dr. PB Gurung of North-Eastern 
Hill University; ‘Gu Si Khang Le’ 
(The Delightful Forest of Tuen-
sang, 2nd edition) compiled by S 
Tiakaba Chang and N Imtisangba 
Chang; and a report on Conserva-
tion Assessment and Management 
Prioritization for Medicinal Plants 
(CAMP) of Nagaland compiled 
by the forest department and the 
Foundation for Revitalisation of 
Local Health Traditions (FRLHT).

The ‘Flora of Nagaland’ vol-
umes contain a detailed inventory 
of the state’s plant-wealth based 
on extensive botanical explora-
tions undertaken over 10 years, in-
cluding critical study of herbarium 
specimens and consultations of 
relevant literature. The two books 
are documented with analytical 
keys, specimen description, cor-
rect nomenclature and other 
features. 

“This work will be a positive 
welcome to foresters, planners, 
botanists, students and will pro-
vide a solid foundation for eco-
nomic development of the state,” 
PCCF I Panger Jamir stated in the 
foreword of the books. “At the 
backdrop of the crucial role of 
plants in human existence, there 
is a undeniable urgent need to 
record and study the available 
plant species of an area to assess 
the extent of forest depletion and 
take corrective measures towards 
conservation, preservation and 
regeneration,” he added while 
commending Prof. Changkija and 
Dr. Gurung for their work towards 
achieving this.

Meanwhile, forest guards 

Tiakaba and Imtisangba who 
compiled the ‘Gu Si Khang Le’, a 
Chang-Naga-dialect-to-English 
scientific name of the flora and 
fauna found in Tuensang district’s 
sub-tropical pine forests, have 
exhibited the aspiration of which 
a true professional possesses. 

They have, as forest guards, 
while understanding the respon-
sibility of being stewards of all 
beings, taken to task the explora-
tion of the rich flora and fauna 
of their district and documented 
the indigenous names which 
were passed down by the fore-
fathers, alongside the scientific 
names. Their objective was to 
make known to the younger gen-
eration, the traditional names of 
the flora and fauna that are found 
in their area.

“This book can serve as a ba-
sic guide to explore the beautiful 
forest of Tuensang district and 
can also be a foothold for further 
deeper and higher research,” 
stated Dr. Sentitula, a forest officer. 

The book contains 80 different 
identities of trees, 68 scientific and 
indigenous names of herbs and 
shrubs, 48 flowers and 104 varie-
ties of birds in glossy pages with 
pictorial information and depic-
tion as well.

As for the Nagaland CAMP, it is 
a compilation based on syntheses 
of regional expertise in medicinal 
plants taxonomy and distribution 
through a workshop held in Di-
mapur in 2015. The compilation 
was edited by Bangalore-based 
FRLHT advisor Dr. K Ved and three 
others.

Dimapur, May 5 (EMN): 
Governor PB Acharya has 
stated that the Street Ven-
dors Act, which aims to 
provide social security and 
livelihood rights to street 
vendors, should be imple-
mented in Nagaland at the 
earliest.

A Raj Bhavan statement 
on Friday informed the 
governor as saying street 
vending is a source of liveli-
hood for people, especially 
women, who come from 
rural areas carrying their 
vegetable and other prod-
ucts to towns in order to 
sell. 

“He felt that they should 
be provided proper shed or 
kiosk along with drinking 
water and toilet facilities. 
He called on the vendors 
to be aware about the vari-
ous provisions of the Street 
Vendors Act and should 
be vigilant and pro-active 
in getting the law imple-
mented.”

Not only will this ben-
efit the vendors, according 
to Acharya, but also pro-
vide ‘affordable, healthy 
and convenient’ service 
to the people. Vendors are 
often forced to sell their 
vegetable at cheaper rates 

in order to avoid the trou-
ble of transporting back the 
perishable items to their 
villages, he said.

“The governor opined 
that if the government pro-
vides them with individual 
kiosk in daily or monthly 
rent or provides refrigerat-
ed storage at a minimal cost 
will be of great help and 
relief to the vendors. Gover-
nor Acharya had written to 
the chief minister on 14th 
March 2018 with regard to 
providing kiosks for women 
vegetable vendors for clean 
and secure business,” it 
stated.

Dimapur, May 5 (EMN): Citing safety 
concern due to the perilous condition 
of the broken Nagarjan Bridge, the 
Dimapur District Autorickshaw Driv-
ers Union (DDADU) has directed its 
members not ply across the bridge till 
renovation, or a new one is constructed.

A press release issued by the union 
on Friday warned of stern action to any 
drivers ‘going against this notice’. The 
union has also requested the depart-
ment concerned and the district admin-
istration to ‘look into this matter with 
utmost concern’.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, May 4 (EMN): 
Good news to aspiring en-
trepreneurs in the state 
– because the Nagaland 
chapter of the Confed-
eration of Indian Tribal 
Entrepreneurs (CITE-NC) 
under “Startup India” pro-
gramme will be launched 
on May 7 at 11 am at Hotel 
Japfü in Kohima.

This was informed by 
Johny G Rengma, ‘non-of-
ficial’ director of National 

Dimapur, May 5 (EMN): The Nagaland 
unit of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has 
termed recent appointment of its ‘senior 
party leaders’ as members of the People’s 
Democratic Alliance (PDA) government 
‘a well thought strategy to strengthen the 
alliance’.

Expressing ‘profound magnanimity’ to 
Chief Minister Neiphu Rio for the appoint-
ments made, a press release from the party 
on Friday stated that this would also ensure 
smooth functioning of the government.

“Elections are simply not won by leg-
islators alone but require the active sup-
port and coordination of the party and its 
cadres. Referring to senior political party 
members as ‘mere’ party leaders exposes 
the shallow mindedness and ignorance of 
party politics and governance in a multi-
party democracy.

“The PDA promised a host of welfare 
policies and programmes before the elec-

tions through its Common Minimum pro-
gramme. The state BJP would like to iterate 
its solemn pledge that the appointment of 
party leaders and cadres will ensure that 
the announced policies and commitments 
are effectively fulfilled in coordination with 
the government at the centre,” it stated.

Maintaining that it understands ‘appre-
hension of the public regarding these ap-
pointments’, the BJP sought to assure that 
these appointments would, in the long run, 
not be a burden to the state’s exchequer but 
a booster to accelerate development and 
open windows for funds to pour into the 
state with collective effort. 

“At this juncture, we request the people 
not to jump the gun but to give some time 
to this government to revitalise the state’s 
economy. Further, BJP Nagaland would 
like to congratulate leaders from other po-
litical parties under PDA on their becom-
ing a part of the government.”

Dimapur, May 4 (EMN): 
With the clock rapidly run-
ning down on a likely so-
lution to the Indo-Naga 
talks, the Forum for Naga 
Reconciliation (FNR) has 
in a rare statement outlined 
its position by pointing 
out that ‘Naga nationalism 
does not lie in protecting 
our borders, but in bridging 
divides urgently’. 

“We are not looking be-
yond our borders for prec-
edents. Obsessed with bor-
ders we have not erected, 
we are self-victimising of 
others’ making. Naga na-
tionalism does not stop at 
our borders. Naga national-
ism can proliferate and our 
minds need imagination 
and creative politics,” said 
the convenor of the FNR, 
Rev. Dr. Wati Aier during 
an open public interaction 
held at India’s national cap-
ital New Delhi on Friday. 

This was the first of its 
kind to be held in New Del-
hi.  “Personally, I take this as 
a speech of immediate con-
cern. Naga history is made 
out of common dreams, 
turning points, common 
memories,” said Aier. 

Recalling the forming 
of the FNR on March 15, 
2008 by 39 Naga organisa-
tions from all across Naga 
areas, Aier informed that 

Dimapur, May 5 (EMN): The 
advisor to IPR, SCERT and 
Village Guards, Toshi Wung-
tung on Friday met the union 
minister for Information and 
Broadcasting; and Youth Af-
fairs and Sports, Rajyavardhan 
Singh Rathore, at the latter’s 
office at Shashtri Bhawan in 
New Delhi.

According to a press re-
lease from the Public Relations 
Officer of Nagaland House, 
New Delhi, ‘during the cour-
tesy call, the advisor appraised 

the minister on the activities of 
the department in the state’. 

“He also highlighted the 
problem faced by the state and 
requested the minister to sup-
port a special high frequency 
towers in the interior parts of 
the state for better connectiv-
ity in communication, com-
munity radio programme and 
FM channel. Further the advi-
sor appealed the union min-
ister for modernisation of IPR 
by construction of sub-centres 
in all the districts of Nagaland 

which should be linked with 
(headquarter) directorate of-
fice, Kohima for live coverage 
of important events in all parts 
of the state, local channel for 
all the major dialects etc.,” it 
informed. 

According to the state-
ment, the union minister ‘as-
sured that he will take up the 
matters raised by the advi-
sor and asked the latter to 
him meet again to discuss the 
modernisation of the IPR de-
partment in the state’.

Kanye West accused of stealing 
fashion sketches  |  P10

Scheduled Tribes Finance 
and Development Corpo-
ration (NSTFDC), Ministry 
of Tribal Affairs, Govern-
ment of India at a press 
conference held at Ko-
hima on Friday afternoon. 
The Nagaland chapter of 
the confederation will be 
launched by the advisor to 
Industries and Commerce; 
and NIDC, Imnatiba. 

While pointing out the 
bottlenecks usually faced 
by aspiring entrepreneurs 
in the form of ‘availing 
loans and investors’ to 
start up their businesses, 
with most of the financial 
institutions reluctant to 
extend loans, Rengma said 
CITE-NC under ‘Startup 
India’ will provide ‘collat-
eral security’ to entrepre-
neurs seeking financial 
assistance.

He said this industrial 
policy by the government 
of India aims to give a 
head-start to numerous 
aspiring entrepreneurs be-
longing to scheduled tribes 
and scheduled castes. 

Under this scheme, 
Rengma informed, the 
National Scheduled Tribes 
Finance and Development 
Corporation (NSTFDC) 
will extend substantial fi-
nancing, while the Naga-
land Industrial Develop-
ment Corporation Limited 

(NIDC) will function as the 
channel agency and the 
department of Industry 
and Commerce will be the 
nodal agency.

Re n g m a  s a i d  l o a n 
amounting to INR 1-25 
lakh will be given out to 
entrepreneurs to start their 
businesses at 6% intestest 
rate per annum, which can 
be repaid within 5-10 years 
depending on the amount 
of loan.

While regretfully point-
ing out that many corpora-
tions stand defunct, with 
only the NIDC who has 
been successfully engaging 
with local entrepreneurs, 
he expressed confidence 
that the state government 
would understand the bur-
den of the corporation and 
continue to support them 
so that NIDC can continue 
to extend loan to budding 
entrepreneurs of the state.

Also observing that in 
the absence of tribal affairs 
department in the state 
whereby planning depart-
ment remains the nodal 
agency to implement all 
the schemes under Min-
istry of Affairs, Rengma 
suggested that a separate 
nodal department be iden-
tified to implement the 
schemes, which can also 
ease the burden of plan-
ning department.

given the ‘intricate’ situa-
tion and problem, the FNR 
was conceived ‘in this ur-
gent context’.

Senior FNR member 
and renowned peace activ-
ist Niketu Iralu said that 
what the FNR was doing 
through its work was to get 
the Nagas to re-examine 
themselves. “Unless we do 
that, our society has be-
come impossible to func-
tion,” he said and pointed 
out that ‘reconciliation is 
the only thing we have to 
do if we are to have a fu-

ture’.
Meanwhile, the FNR 

during the public interac-
tion informed that a total 
of 267 meetings were held 
with the Naga National 
Groups between April 2008 
and November 2014. 

Further, in an attempt 
to clarify its scope and area 
of work, the FNR main-
tained that its first objective 
was to enter where daily 
factional killings were ram-
pant and senseless; and 
termed the earlier years as 
‘truly an exigent moment’. 

The FNR also reiterated 
its position on Naga recon-
ciliation saying that it was ‘a 
process and that it had no 
intention of side-lining the 
issue of justice’. 

 “In d u c i n g  j u s t i c e 
before its time could be 
suicidal,” the FNR main-
tained. At the same time, 
it made it clear that ‘with 
justice in mind’, the FNR 
had intentionally worked 
with the signatories of the 
Covenant of Reconciliation 
(CoR) at the highest level of 
leadership. 

“From the end of 2009 
to the middle of 2011, in the 
search of creating the space 
for admittance of wrongs 
and forgiveness towards 
the Journey of Common 
Hope for a shared future, 
the FNR has engaged with 
our Naga Political Groups 
(NPGs),” Aier shared.

On the idea and vision 
behind celebrating Naga 
Day on January 10 of every 
year as announced, the 
FNR cautioned that if Na-
gas do not develop ways 
to publicly confront the 
emotional consequences of 
hatred, jealousy, attitudes 
of superiority, and division, 
these consequences will 
continue to burn ‘us to an-
nihilation’.

“Naga Day implored 

Nagas to think generously 
outside of the box of colo-
nial frontiers—a tool par 
excellence of divide,” stated 
the FNR.

“Walking the Naga Day 
is to locate our place, and 
offer everyone the chance 
to participate in the trans-
formation, by finding a 
common strength to re-
make our world.” 

The public interaction 
on May 4, which was held 
at Nagaland House, had a 
lively discussion on perti-
nent issues related to Naga 
reconciliation, tribal iden-
tity, the important question 
of justice and dialogue. 
The interaction was mod-
erated by student leaders 
from Delhi, Akhum David 
Longkumer and Kapesa 
Pfokrelo. The programme 
was chaired by FNR mem-
ber Dr P Ngully.

At the time of filing this 
news report, FNR members 
were engaged in more in-
teraction with other groups 
including students from 
Jawaharlal Nehru and Delhi 
University; Naga Students’ 
Union Delhi; and Naga 
Peoples’ Movement for Hu-
man Rights, Delhi. 

The public interaction 
will continue on Saturday 
with other Delhi based 
Naga organisations. 
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50 days yoga activities kick-
start at Nagaland University 

Dimapur Railway High School 
alumni honour Swapneel Paul

Incessant Society opens new training centre

Phek unit reaffirms 
support to NSSATA

Bhandari CDPO meets village 
chairmen for coordination

Mhainamtsi village dedicates 
memorial stone for martyrs

Students take pledge to promote peace and harmony 

Atma continues with farmers’ welfare workshop

Dr. Radharani Maiban speaking at the programme marking International Day of Yoga at Nagaland University.

Swapneel Paul, centre with his parents and DRHS alumni during the felicitation programme at Hotel 
Jalmahal in Dimapur.

Members of the Lamhai village council during the dedication of a memorial at Mhainamtsi village.

Students of Little Flower Higher Secondary School taking a pledge to uphold peace.

Officials and farmers during the workshop that was conducted themed on farmers’ welfare at Ghathashi 
block in Zunheboto.

PAC convenes meeting with legislators
The Political Affairs Committee (PAC) has convened a 
meeting with all the legislators of the Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly on May at 11 am at the State Banquet Hall, chief 
minister’s residence. According to DIPR update, the meeting 
has been called to discuss the way-forward towards early 
settlement of the Naga political issue. All the ministers, 
advisors and MLAs have been requested to attend the 
meeting.

A&E informs GPF subscribes 
Office of the Principal Accountant General (A&E) has 
informed all the GPF subscribers of the state government 
that the online GPF confirmation system is temporarily 
inaccessible to maintenance work. The office has requested 
subscribers to bear with the inconvenience.

ANCSU to hold presidential meeting
The All Nagaland College Students’ Union (ANCSU) will 
be holding its first presidential meeting on May 19 at 11 
am at the Naga Student Federation’s conference hall of 
Oking Naga Club Building in Kohima. All its affiliated unit 
presidents and general secretaries have been asked to 
attend. The units are also informed to submit a symbol of 
the union or council official letter pad and other details to 
the ANCSU office bearers.

SCD convenes emergency meeting
The Sumi Council of Dimapur (SCD) has convened an 
emergency meeting on May 5 at 5 pm at its office premises, 
Supply colony in Dimapur. Office bearers are requested to 
attend positively.

Longleng DPDB meeting on May 7
The Longleng District Planning & Development Board 
(DPDB) monthly meeting has been scheduled on May 7 
at deputy commissioner’s conference hall at 11 am. All 
the board members have been requested to attend the 
meeting.

Mkg. DPDB monthly meeting deferred
In view of the bye-election to the lone Lok Sabha seat in 
Nagaland state, the monthly meeting of Mokokchung DPDB 
scheduled to be held on May 7 stands deferred.

NEWS IN BRIEF

‘yoga is a valuable tradi-
tion of India and incor-
porating it into our lives 
would enable us to build 
a healthy lifestyle.’ Yoga 
should be approached 
with an open mind and 
in an inclusive manner 
cutting across culture and 
continents, he added.

Highlighting the con-
tributions of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi for 
playing a proactive role 
in making yoga a global 
movement,he stressed 
on the need for yoga 
for keeping the youth’s 
healthy and positive to 
contribute to the process 
of nation building. 

All the speakers fo-
cussed on segregating 
yoga from the religious 
connotation of Hinduism 
and thus making yoga an 
all faith art of living. 

Fe w  y o g a  A s a n a s 
were also demonstrated 
and performed by all the 
members present.

Dimapur, May 4 (EMN): 
The Dimapur Railway 
High School Ex-Students 
Forum on May 2 organ-
ised a felicitation pro-
gramme for Swapneel 
Paul, IAS, who secured 
64th rank in the recently 
declared UPSC examina-
tion 2017 at the confer-
ence Hall of Hotel Jalma-
hal in Dimapur.

A press release re-
ceived on Friday in-
formed that the pro-
gramme was attended by 
Rashida, general manag-
er of National Institute of 
Civil Service Examination 
as the special guest.

Members of the fo-
rum present in the pro-
gramme congratulated 
Paul for his commend-
able achievements and 

wished him the best in 
his furfure endeavour.

Paul in his speech 
with ‘strong will power 
and perseverance cou-
pled with clear and cool 
mind and lofty aim , 
nothing is impossible 
in this world and one 
can undoubtedly climb 
the pinnacle of success 
sooner or later.’

“What is needed is 
guidance and oppor-
tunity to the talented 
youths especially those 
belonging to economi-
cally weaker families or 
residing in the far-flung 
areas to display their tal-
ents and potential,” he 
conveyed a message to all 
the students of the state.

As an administra-
tive officer, Paul said he 

would work with full in-
tegrity and sincerity for 
his country. He is look-
ing forward in working 
for the upliftment of the 
state, region and the 
country as a whole.

He also gave credit to 
his father and mother for 
his achievement.

Parents of Paul, who 
were also present at the 
ceremony shared their 
nostalgic moments with 
the success of their son.

The special  guest 
while congratulating 
Paul for the tremendous 
achievement urged him 
to be the torch bearer of 
the Bengali community 
of the state in the future 
and to help in shaping 
civil service aspirants 
from the community.

Dimapur, May 4 (EMN): 
C h i l d  D e v e l o p m e n t 
Project Officer (CDPO) 
Bhandari Ekon Kikon 
held coordination-cum- 
sensitization programme 
with the village council 
chairmen as supportive 
functionary agents of the 
Social Welfare depart-
ment at the conference 
hall of ADC Bhandari on 
May 3. DPRO updated on 
Friday.

Chair ing the pro-
g r a m m e ,  t h e  C D P O 
thanked the chairmen 
for their cooperation and 
support in functioning of 
the Anganwadi centres 
and for their assistance in 
carrying out ICD schemes 
and programmes effec-
tively under the Bhandari 
sub-division.

H i g h l i g h t i n g  o n 
‘Pradhan Mantri Jeevan 
Jyo t i  Bi m a  Yo j a n ,’  a 
scheme for women un-
der prime minister’s pro-
gramme, he said that 
the scheme would be 
launched in few days 

where women Angan-
wadi functionaries of all 
the 67 Anganwadi cen-
tres under the sub divi-
sion will be able to open 
insurance accounts. It 
will be extended to cover 
all women from 18 to 
50 years of age in the 
rural areas to access the 
benefits under the pro-
grammes, he informed.

Kikon suggested the 
village chairmen to con-
stitute Anganwadi board 
at the village levels for 
coordination, supervis-
ing, evaluating and moni-
toring for transparent 
and smooth functioning 
of the centres. He ob-
served that every village 
council chairman, as a 
responsible head of a 
village, should maintain 
transparency first. He 
also urged that queries 
regarding any grievances 
or detected loopholes in 
the process of function-
ing should be brought to 
the notice of the concern 
officer without delay.

Dimapur, May 4 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Sarva Shik-
sha Abhiyan Teachers 
Association (NSSATA) of 
Phek unit has reaffirmed 
its support to its central 
office decision to go on 
with the pen down strike 
within the jurisdiction as 
directed by the central 

office.
A press release from 

unit president and as-
sistant general secre-
tary, have informed all 
its members to comply 
with the directive and be 
prepared for any further 
action as and when called 
for.

Dimapur, May 4 (EMN):  
The chairman of Lamhai 
Council, Haibamkwa on 
May 4 unveiled the mar-
tyrs memorial stone at  
Mhainamtsi village.

A press release from 
the Village Council Mhain-
amtsi informed that me-

morial stone was dedicat-
ed to the ‘gloated heroes’ 
of Mhainamtsi village 
who have sacrifice and 
laid down their life for the 
greater cause of Lamhai 
land on 4th May 2000. 

The seven martyrs 
namely Kadilat (Nruang-

mei), Gongsoidai (Kamei), 
Sahiamlung Kamei, Dinrei 
Kg, Kaitinlung Kg, Gaich-
ingbonang Gonmei, and 
Dan Bahadur were stated 
to ahve ‘ambushed and 
brutally killed by the force 
of the intruder on the way 
to their paddy field.’

Dimapur, May 4 (EMN): Pastor Aoyimti 
Baptist Church, Temsu Jamir dedicated 
a new computer training wing of the 
Incessant Welfare Society of Nagaland 
(IWSN) on May 4 at its new office and 
training centre at Purana Bazaar in Di-
mapur.

Updates received on Friday from 
the group informed that the society is 
registered under Skill Development and 
Initiative Scheme and approved by the 
Directorate of Employment, Skill Devel-
opment and Entrepreneurship. 

The society said that it has been ac-
tively engaged in imparting training in 
cutting, tailoring, and fashion designing 
since the last ten years. 

Through its training programmes, 
IWSN has ‘helped many unemployed 
youth to find gainful employment by im-
parting them with requisite job-oriented 
skills,’ the press release mentioned.

This new centre will offer training 
courses in diploma in computer applica-
tion, post graduation diploma in compu-
ter application, hardware and network-
ing, tally (accounting), programming, 
multimedia and graphic designing, and 
AutoCAD. The courses will be taught by 
experienced instructors, it informed.

The admission for new batches has 
been open. Interested individual may to 
contact 9862407502 or e-mail to azun-
glaims@gmail.com.

God, she said.
 Talking on reconciliation for 

peace, she said ‘we are called to 
life through reconciliation, not 
revenge. It is important to move 
away from an ‘I’ mentality to 
‘we’ mentality while promoting 
reconciliation between groups. 
It encourages the group to stand 
united as ‘we’, as one single enti-
ty who speak in one voice rather 
than many separate ‘I’with con-
flicting views and ideas.’

Elaborating the third princi-
ple sacrifice for peace, she said 
‘peace propagates and promotes 
the spirit of sacrifice. Sacrifice 
calls for honouring the inher-
ent dignity and worth of every 
human being by strengthening 
our resolve to be compassion-
ate in our thoughts, woods, and 
actions.’

On voluntarism for peace, 
she enlightened that all of us 
are created for the purpose of 

caring one another. Therefore, 
she said it is necessary to strive 
to empower youth and provide 
information and professional 
services to the needy through 
peaceful means. 

On self realization, she said 
it is important to focus on the 
development of humanity and 
development that transforms 
all aspects of life viz., physi-
cal, mental, emotional, social, 
economic and spiritual.  The 

khama block. 
Two of the technical 

officer, Ziete and Kevi-
yieno Zhasa spoke on the 
latest technology prac-
tices available for increas-
ing farm income and farm 
production. They educat-
ed farmers with various 

government schemes for 
the development of eco-
nomic and social struc-
ture of the farmers. 

The function was fol-
lowed by animal health 
camp where 25 dogs were 
vaccinated and treatment 
of some animals was un-

dertaken. About 104 par-
ticipants from 10 villages 
under Jakhama Block and 
allied departments at-
tended the programme.

The same programme 
under the theme “Dou-
bling farmer’s income 
by 2022” was conducted 

Dimapur, May 4 (EMN): 
To mark the International 
Day of Yoga which falls on 
June 21, a 50 day run-up 
activities kick-started on 
May 2 in the conference 
hall of Political Science 
department, Nagaland 
University.

The launching cer-
emony was attended by 

Prof. AK Singh, vice chan-
cellor in-charge of NU as 
the chief guest.

Dr. Radharani Maibam 
spoke on historical and 
cultural significance of 
yoga with Indian tradition 
and the gaining popular-
ity of the same among the 
west as a layout for the 
discourses ahead.

Prof. MK Sinha, fi-
nance officer in his key-
note address highlighted 
the different layers of hu-
man existence. He said 
yoga enables one to unite 
these layers namely—
body, soul, mind, con-
sciousness, and faith. 

Prof. SK Chaturvedi, 
dean of Research, De-

velopment and Consul-
tancy, and Prof. H John 
Sema, Head of depart-
ment of Political Science, 
encouraged the mem-
bers to approach yoga 
with a broad outlook 
and embrace it as part of 
their life.

The chief guest ad-
dress, Prof. Singh said that 

Dimapur, May 4 (EMN): The 
peace activist, Susan Kulnu and 
student volunteers Lulu Awomi, 
Ayekali Aye of Don Bosco Col-
lege Kohima capacitated the 
students of St. Andrew’s School 
Jotsoma and Little Flower Hr. Sec 
School Kohima on May 3 and 4 
on the seven principles of peace. 
Update from Peace Channel 
Desk informed.

Altogether 84 students and 
three teacher animators from 
both the schools participated in 
the programme.

The resource person, Susan 
Kulnu spoke about peace and 
the seven principles which in-
cludes universally accepted as 
principles for peace promotion 
and spirituality for peace. 

Kulnu explained that spir-
ituality is based on the inter-
active relationship and the 
mutual co-existence among 
all things which highlights the 
centrality of inner peace. It is 
also one of the means to attain 
peace that explicitly drives eve-
ry individual to the unforeseen 
force i.e., the Supreme Being, 

Dimapur, May 4 (EMN):  
The Agriculture Tech-
nology Management 
Agency of Jakhama block 
organised ‘Kisan Kalyan 
Karyashalas,’ a farmers’ 
welfare workshop at Kig-
wema’s Village Council 
hall on the May 2.

Special guest of the 
programme, director of 
Agriculture, G Ikuto Zhi-
momi highlighted the 
objectives of the work-
shop and also proposed 
strategies on doubling of 
farmers income’ by 2022. 

Zhimomi said that 
the utility of mobile app 
of ‘Naga Farm Doctor’ 
for farmer which was re-
cently launched by the 
Nagaland government 
will help the local farmers 
identify issues on vari-
ous crop diseases and 

pests related to their ag-
ricultural produce. He 
explained that users of 
the app can get assist-
ance by submitting their 
queries through the app. 
The app shows pictures 
of the diseases and pests 
whereby the farmers can 
identify various diseases 
and pests infesting a par-
ticular crop or plant, he 
informed.The farmers 
were encouraged to in-
stall the app to impart 
various queries and as-
sistance from the experts.

Out of the 13 nomi-
nated progressive farm-
ers for award 2017-2018 
from various allied de-
partments, Zakieho Lüho 
(plant propagator) from 
Khuzama village was 
awarded as one of the 
Best Farmer under Ja-

readiness to accept individuals 
and communities as they are is 
an important aspect of peaceful 
living which will reduce conflict 
arising out of rejection on the 
basis of community, tribe and 
religion, she added.  

Stressing on the importance 
of hospitality for peace, Kulnu 
said being able to accept the oth-
er into one’s fold accelerates the 
peace-building process. Peace 
can be achieved only when there 
is hospitality towards strangers 
and genuine care for everyone, 
she asserted. 

A student volunteer Lulu ex-
plained about non-violence for 
peace. She said non-violence is 
considered as the most powerful 
tool in the inter-personal, inter-
family, inter-community and 
inter-national relations. 

The participants were en-
couraged to take initiatives in 
bringing peace and peoples to-
gether, to strive for peace, justice, 
equality, and fraternity.  They 
vowed to promote peace, keep-
ing in mind the seven principles 
of peace.

on May 2 at Ghathashi 
block under Zunheboto 
district. Update frecieved 
from DPRO on Friday 
informed.

T h e  e x t r a  a s s i s t -
ant commissioner of 
Ghathashi, Nuhuta at-
tended the programme 
as the chief guest. In hos 
address, he encouraged 
the youth to generate 
agricultural based busi-
ness as it will help them 
boost up their livelihood 
and the state economy 
as well. 

The best farmer awar-
dee Asapu Swu, shared 
his experience and suc-
cess story.

Resource  persons 
were SDAO Pughoboto, 
Myanthung Patton; AO 
Pughoboto, Watilo; and 
ATM Ghathashi, Yatetla. 
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Books sit waiting for their first readers in the newly inaugurated 
library at Industrial Estate in Dimapur on May 4.
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Tongpang Ozukum along with officers from the PWD inspecting work on a road in Mon town on May 4.

 Three suspected NSCN (IM) cadres in police custody.

Woodcraft artist from Nagaland, Akup Buchem, displaying his creations during the five-day woodcraft 
workshop cum training held in Hundru Falls, Ranchi. Buchem was the resource person of the workshop, 
which concluded on April 28. About 50 local artists attended the workshop. The training also deals in 
marketing mass production, modern design, advanced tools.

Resource person demonstrating on cultivation of summer crop 
in Nizü Naghato village on May 2.

Participants and officials during the workshop on May 2 at Tseminyu town in Kohima district.

New chapter: Dimapur has a library now Minister’s inspection 
leads him up-road to Mon

SSA teachers appeals for early release of salary
Alleges state govt. not adhering to funding pattern norm

FGN mourns leader’s demise

Kohima gives in one for 
livestock on farmers’ day

AR nabs NSCN (IM) cadres 

Keeping legacy alive

Agriculture dept. pursues multi-cropping to enhance farmers’ income

Farmers trained on cultivation of summer crops

Eastern Mirror Bureau
Dimapur, May 4: Di-
mapur has a public li-
brary now. The nascent 
library is located at the 
Industrial Estate, Firing 
junction in Dimapur. 
The library came into 
existence out of an as-
piration by a group of 
people who had in them 
a love for books and 
reading.

The seed that 
sprouted into a library 
was sown by a man who 
had expressed a wish to 
his young daughter to 
see a public library set 
up in Dimapur where 
he and his pensioner 
friends could sit and 
read.

The daughter, Susan 
Lotha, endeavoured to 
make her father’s desire 
come true.  It came to 
pass for her when she 
met another enthusiast, 
Imtisunep Longchar, 
back in August 2017. 
The two formed a team 
comprising individuals 
who shared the same 
objective to make the 
library ‘available with 
all the modern facili-
ties and make everyone 
happy.’

Addressing the gath-
ering during the inau-
guration of the library, 

Lotha said that the team 
had now built a founda-
tion ‘with a future pros-
pect so that young peo-
ple of the future would 
not require to build but 
to share in the journey 
of growth.’ 

Lampha Konyak, a 
registering officer of the 
Agriculture department 
inaugurated the library. 
He remarked that there 
was no ‘nothing like 
reading a book.’ 

“No other sources 
can compromise with 
books,” he said. Kon-
yak urged the group to 
create sections in the 
library for the young, 
the elderly, and for stu-
dents.

Merepeni Ngully, a 
resource person at the 
programme, recalled a 
time when a public li-
brary was inaugurated 
in 2007 at Dimapur 
Government College’s 
premise in Dimapur. 
However, she said that 
the library came to a 
premature end as it 
was set up ‘without a 
proper blueprint.’ After 
permission from the 
deputy commissioner 
of Dimapur in 2009, the 
books there were then 
shifted to the college’s 
library, she recalled.

Dimapur, May 4 (EMN): The Nagaland 
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan Teachers’ Asso-
ciation (NSSATA) has demanded that 
the Nagaland state government fulfil a 
written assurance that was said to have 
been given on Nov. 2 ‘by paying all the 
pending salaries from November 2016 to 
February 2017 along with the arrears of 
2016 immediately.’

The association’s president Aliba 
Sangtam and the assistant general sec-
retary Asungla Lemtor issued a press 
release cautioning that failure to ‘com-
ply with the written assurance’ would 
compel the teachers to ‘apply any form 
of action to fight for their survival and 
livelihood.’

The group highlighted the funding 
pattern set by the ministry of Human Re-
source Development with regard to the 
SSA programme. The association stated 
that the central government releases ad-
hoc grants in April every year for start-
up programmes followed by two instal-
ments. According to the association, the 
first instalment is released in April for 
expenditure between April and Septem-
ber followed by the second instalment in 
September for expenditure between Oc-

tober and March. 
Referring to the Project Approval 

Board’s rules and procedure for release 
of funds, the association stated that 
whenever the government of India re-
leases funds to the State Exchequer, 
the state has to immediately transfer 
the entire amount to the implement-
ing agency (SMA) not later than 15 days. 
The state government has to deposit its 
matching share i.e., 10% to the state so-
ciety within 30 days of ‘the receipt of the 
central funds’ and submit the utilisation 
certificate on time to ensure smooth im-
plementation of the programme. 

Referring to a press release stated to 
have been dated Mar. 8 2017, stated to 
have been issued by FP Solo, principal 
secretary to the government of Naga-
land, relating to the delay in payment of 
teachers’ salaries, the association stated 
that it clearly pointed  to ‘the fact that 
state government has not been adhering 
to the central funding pattern.’ 

 It, therefore, stated that the ques-
tion of delay in releasing of funds from 
the ministry and payment of salaries for 
the 2010 and 2013 batch of teachers does 
not arise. 

Dimapur, May 4 (EMN): 
Federal Government 
of Nagaland (FGN) has 
mourned the demise of a 
veteran leader and NNC 
CEC member, Tsonuyi 
Venyo, who breathed his 
last on May 1.

The FGN press re-
lease issued by ministry 
of rali wali has described 
Venyo as a true Naga 
patriot whose commit-
ment and zeal for the 
Naga cause was unques-
tionable. It has extolled 
him as a freedom fight-
er, a God fearing man, 
a social worker, a good 
orator, a good leader 
and possessed God giv-
en wisdom to lead and 
solve problems. 

Tsonuyi Venyo sup-
ported Venyiyi Rhakhu 
and was staunchly op-
posed to the Shillong 
Accord of 1975 through-
out his life, the release 
stated adding in his 
service to the Naga na-

tion spanning almost 57 
years, Venyo had served 
in various capacities. 

Born on September 
28, 1943, he joined the 
Naga national service 
on July 3, 1961, as razu 
peyu FGN. In 1970, he 
was elected as leacy 
secretary of Chakhe-
sang region, secretary 
of Chakhesang regional 
council NNC in 1973, 
Lieutenant of Naga 
Army in 1974, tatar of 
FGN from 1985 to 2007, 
and a member of CEC 
NNC from 2008 till his 
death.

FGN lamented that 
in his death, Nagas have 
lost a true son of the soil. 
It has conveyed condo-
lence to the bereaved 
family members and 
prayed to the Almighty 
God to grant them 
strength to bear with 
the lost. It has further 
prayed for the departed 
soul to rest in peace.

Dimapur, May 4 (EMN): 
The establishment of the 
Veterinary and Animal 
Husbandry division of 
Kohima district observed 
‘farmers’ welfare day’ 
(Kisan Kalyan Diwas) on 
May 2.

To commemorate the 
occasion, free vaccination 
and health camps were 
conducted in various ad-
ministrative blocks cov-
ering Kohima, Jakhama, 

Chiephobozou and Tsem-
inyu blocks, updates in-
formed. 

During the camps, 230 
dogs, 420 other livestock 
and poultry were vacci-
nated. 325 other animals 
were given free health-
care treatments, it was in-
formed. Besides, mineral 
mixtures and de-worm-
ing medications were dis-
tributed to the farmers for 
free, it was informed.

Dimapur, May 4 (EMN): Combined 
team of Medziphema and Dimapur bat-
talions of the Assam Rifles have arrested 
three suspected NSCN (IM) cadres along 
with arms and other incriminating doc-
uments from 5th Mile, Diphupar, on 
May 3.

The Assam Rifles press release today 
stated that the accused were arreste dur-
ing an operation basing on specific intel-
ligent inputs.

It informed that during the search 
of a suspected house, three suspected 
NSCN (IM) cadres identified as ‘ss’ 2nd 
Lt Wungbam Zimik (29), son of Ngam-
ranme and resident of Mapum village in 
Ukhrul district; ‘ss’ Sgt Maj Lamnei Kon 
(26), son of Akhut and resident of Tam-

kho village in Lahe district, Myanmar; 
and ‘ss’ Lance Cpl Leli Mao (25), son of 
Lekha and resident of Sechuba village in 
Senapati district, Manipur, were arrested 
with illegal arms, ammunition and in-
criminating documents from their pos-
session. 

The recoveries included one 9mm 
pistol with magazine, one point 32 
pistol with magazine, two rounds of 
9mm ammunition, two rounds of 
point 32 ammunition, one bullet of 
AK-47, eight mobiles and three pairs 
of combat dress. It further added 
that the accused alongwith recovered 
items were handed over to Diphupar 
Police Station, Dimapur, for further 
investigation.

Dimapur, May 4 (EMN): 
The Agriculture Tech-
nological Management 
Agency (Atama) of Chun-
likha and Tseminyu 
blocks jointly organised a 
Kisan Kalyan Karyashalas 
(Hindi for ‘farmers wel-
fare workshop’) with the 
theme ‘doubling farm-
ers Income’ on May 2 at 
Tseminyu, in Kohima dis-
trict.

A press release from 
the Atma at Chunlikha 
informed that the advi-
sor for Animal Husbandry 
and Women Resource De-
velopment, R Khing, had 
inaugurated the work-
shop.  Rahul Singh, dep-
uty director of plant pro-
tection at the ministry of 
Agriculture, attended the 
programme as a central 
observer, it was informed.

Addressing the in-
augural function, Khing 
encouraged farmers to 
emphasise on multiple-
farming methods such 
horticulture, bee-keep-
ing, aquaculture, animal 

Dimapur, May 4 (EMN): ATMA, 
Zunheboto block, has conduct-
ed demonstration on prepara-
tion of compost pit and cultiva-
tion of summer crops at Nizü 
Naghato on May 2.

The practical demonstra-
tions were shown to the farm-
ers by resource person Chu-
batsur Jamir, BTM Zunheboto 
block, followed by discussion 
with the farmers about culti-
vation of summer crops where 
vegetable seeds of summer 
crops were distributed to the 
farmers.

Meanwhile, ATMA Zun-
heboto block also conducted 
training for farmers on chilly 
pickle making at Lizü old vil-
lage. The resource person of 
the programme was BTM, Zun-
heboto block. 

More than 23 participants 
including the SHGs members 
participated in the training.

Ngully expressed 
hope that the new group 
would do the needful 
and fulfil the objective 
of a proper reading sta-
tion that would encour-
age people to read. She 
said, “This is a para-
digm shift. This library 
will alter our society 
from shopaholic into 
‘bookaholic.’” 

According to the 
library’s committee, 
they sought assistance 
from people the coun-
try. They acknowledged 
that many had stepped 
forward with cash and 
in kind. They informed 
that the library is made 
up of books donated by 
individuals. The com-
mittee has also invited 
people to donate. “We 
accept all the books that 
come to us,” a member 
of the committee said.

The public library 
has Imtisunep Long-
char as its president, 
and Susan Lotha as its 
general secretary.

Susan Lotha told the 
Eastern Mirror that the 
library would be open 
every day except on 
Sunday. In summer, the 
library would be open 
from 10 am to 5 pm and 
in winter from 10 am to 
4:30 pm.

Dimapur, May 4 (EMN): 
As part of his ongoing 
tour to all the districts of 
Nagaland, Public Works 
department Minister 
Tongpang Ozukum vis-
ited Mon on May 4 where 
he inspected roads and 
interacted with govern-
ment officers.

A press release from 
the aide to the minister 
informed that officers 
from the PWD (roads 
and bridges) division of 
Mon has informed the 
minister that ‘pothole 
filling works’ have been 
completed in most of 
the roads. ‘Bituminous 
works’ are ‘yet to be done’ 
though.

Seeing the progress of 
works, the minister is said 
to have expressed satis-
faction and for which he 
lauded the officers. The 
updates stated that offic-
ers from the Housing and 
Mechanical divisions, 
among others, spoke 

about problems they 
have. The minister was 
stated to have responded 
in the ‘affirmative.’

Ozukum then visited 
the PWD store in Mon 
town, where he was in-
formed about land en-
croachment into the 
premises of the store. 
Also, members of the 
Mechanical division are 
said to have informed the 
minister about the need 
to have a working shed 
and garage in the premis-
es of the store. 

In this regard, the 
minister asked the subdi-
vision officer (mechani-
cal) to submit a proposal, 
the updates  stated. 

Later, the minister vis-
ited the office of the exec-
utive engineer (roads and 
bridges) of the division 
and meet with officers 
and the district admin-
istration. In the meeting, 
the minister reminded 
the officers about the 

commitment of the Pro-
gressive Democratic Al-
liance government to 
bring changes. He has 
sought their cooperation 
to make the objective a 
success.

“We want to see the 
efficiency of the engi-
neers and for which we 
have allotted the works 
to the department. It is 
like an acid test for all en-
gineers and so you must 
show what you are capa-
ble of,” he said. 

In the meeting, the 
minister requested Mon’s 
Deputy Commissioner K 
Thavaseelan to ‘extend 
support’ to the depart-
ment in repairing the 
roads besides seeing to 
redress for protection of 
government land.

The deputy commis-
sioner is said to have 
requested the minister 
to ‘seriously look’ into 
various pending road 
projects in the district.

husbandry, and poultry 
among others based on 
market and climatic suit-
ability.

In a keynote address, 
Viwhetuo Thorie, the sub-
division agriculture of-
ficer of Tseminyu, spoke 
about the aim of the 
workshop. He explained 
that the workshop was 
organised to make farm-
ers aware of the various 
schemes and develop-
ment programmes initi-
ated by state and central 
governments besides im-
parting technical knowl-

edge to the farming com-
munity. He highlighted 
also the various strategies 
that are being taken to 
tackle problems faced by 
farmers such as procuring 
high quality seeds, food 
processing units, cold 
storage, marketing, and 
action to help them shift 
from traditional to mod-
ern farming methods as 
a means to doubling their 
income.

Henry Zeliang, ad-
ditional director for Ag-
riculture, spoke about 
preservation of indig-

enous plant species, bio-
fertiliser, bio-pesticides, 
bio-control agents and 
integrated farming for 
maintaining soil health.

During the occasion 
farmer Sesenlo Kent was 
given an award for mango 
and litchi cultivation, Nil-
lo for land development, 
and Nguva Logwa for 
making detergents. 

124 participants from 
20 villages from Chun-
likha and Tseminyu 
blocks were ‘benefited 
from the workshop,’ the 
updates stated.

During the technical 
session, members of the 
Agriculture and allied de-
partments including hor-
ticulture, sericulture, land 
resources, veterinary and 
agriculture, spoke about 
ongoing projects and 
schemes meant for farm-
ers. 

Medicines for pets and 
cattle, and hybrid seeds, 
aglime, bio-fertilisers, mi-
cronutrients, sericulture, 
and agriculture products 
were distributed to the 
farmers after the pro-
gramme, it was informed.
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New Delhi, May 4 (PTI): External 
Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj 
and chief ministers of the north 
eastern states today deliber-
ated on intra-regional and sub-
regional connectivity of the area, 
considered India’s gateway to 
Southeast Asia.

The focus of the discussion 
was on continued development 
of relevant infrastructure both 
within the state and at interna-
tional borders with a view to en-
hance trade, investment, tour-

ism and people-to-people ties. 
Swaraj said the state gov-

ernments of the northeastern 
region were active stakeholders 
in India’s Act East Policy.

Niti Aayog Vice-Chairman 
Rajiv Kumar, Assam Chief Min-
ister Sarbananda Sonowal, Ma-
nipur Chief Minister N Biren 
Singh, Meghalaya Chief Minister 
Conrad Sangma, Nagaland Chief 
Minister Neiphiu Rio, Tripura 
Chief Minister Biplab Kumar 
Deb, Arunachal Pradesh Deputy 

Chief Minister Chowna Mein 
and Minister of State for External 
Affairs V K Singh participated in 
the meeting. 

Representatives from con-
cerned ministries of the Centre 
and the governments of the 
northeastern states were also 
present.

The meeting followed up on 
an earlier meeting chaired by 
Swaraj with the governors of the 
northeastern states in Novem-
ber 2017. 

“The meeting deliberated 
on the northeastern region’s 
intra-regional and sub-regional 
surface and air linkages, focus-
ing on seamless connectivity 
with its contiguous neighbour-
hood. 

“Continued development 
of relevant infrastructure both 
within the state and at inter-
national borders was also dis-
cussed with a view to enhancing 
trade, investment, tourism and 
people-to-people ties,” the state-

ment said.
ASEAN is an important ele-

ment of India’s Act East Policy. 
Early this year, India hosted the 
ASEAN-India Commemorative 
Summit.

The northeast is also consid-
ered India’s gateway to Southeast 
Asia and New Delhi has initiated 
several connectivity projects like 
the trilateral highway involv-
ing India-Myanmar-Thailand 
to link the region with ASEAN 
countries.

New Delhi, May 4 (PTI): 
Tripura Chief Minister Bi-
plab Kumar Deb today 
asked the Centre to ensure 
removal of port restric-
tions on several items im-
posed by Bangladesh so as 
to increase export to the 
neighbouring country. 

Addressing an interac-
tive session of the chief 
ministers of northeastern 
states on ‘Act East Policy’ 
that was chaired by Exter-
nal Affairs Minister Sush-
ma Swaraj here, Deb also 
said the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs should take 
initiative for implementa-
tion of BBIN (Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, India and Nepal) 
motor vehicle agreement 
for free movement of ve-
hicles from Agartala to 
Kolkata via Dhaka.

Deb said during 2016, 
total volume of trade 
between Tripura and 
Bangladesh was Rs 304. 
83 crore and export from 
Tripura was only Rs 4.60 
crore. Thus, there is severe 
trade deficit being faced 
by Tripura due to port 
restrictions imposed by 
Bangladesh on the items 

exported from Tripura.
The chief minister re-

quested the Ministry of 
External Affairs to take 
appropriate measures to 
remove trade restrictions 
on 27 items from Tripura 
to Bangladesh so as to im-
prove the trade of Tripura 
with Bangladesh and to 
reduce the trade deficit 
significantly, a state gov-
ernment statement said.

Deb said the MEA 
should take initiative to 
operationalise Chittagong 
port, which is only 75 km 
from Sabroom (South 
Tripura), and resolve other 
relevant issues.

The chief minister 
said at present there has 
been no significant in-
vestment from Bangla-
desh into Tripura or other 
parts of the Northeast and 
the neighbouring country 
should be persuaded. 

Deb also said Bangla-
desh has not taken up all 
the necessary measures 
for activating the Land 
Customs Stations (LCS) 
due to which bilateral 
trade between Bangladesh 
and Tripura is hampering.

Nalbari, May 4 (PTI): A flag with a written mes-
sage ‘join ISIS’ was found tied to a tree in lower 
Assam’s Nalbari district, police sources said 
today.

The flag was noticed by local people at 
Koihati on a tree in an agricultural field yes-
terday and they immediately informed nearby 
Belsore Police Station about it, the sources said.

Police removed the flag and launched an 
investigation into who may be responsible for it.

Stating none has been arrested so far, the 
sources said the flag was black in colour with 
‘Join ISIS’ written in white along with some 

words in Arabic.
Earlier, on May two similar six IS NE flags 

were recovered in Goalpara district on a river 
bank near Goalpara town Police Outpost.

Police there probing into the issue stated 
that the flags may have been put up by miscre-
ants to create tension among the people of the 
area.

Locals suspected ‘IS NE’ may be a short 
form for ‘Islamic State North East’ and interna-
tional terror outfits could be active in recruiting 
people here into the ISIS and expand their bases 
in Assam and the North East region.

Kokrajhar (Assam), May 4 (PTI): An 
Excise sub-inspector was killed by 
unidentified assailants near Ultapani 
forest in Kokrajhar district, the police 
said.

Narayan Bhoral was attacked and 
killed while he was returning home 
at Saralpara near Kokrajhar town 
after his official duty in the night of 
Wednesday.

The All Assam Gorkha Students 
Union (AAGSU), Assam Nepali Sahi-
tya Sabha and several other organisa-
tions condemned the incident and 
demanded immediate arrest of the 
culprits.

Agartala, May 4 (PTI): Riding 
high on youth power, India 
is progressing fast and would 
soon leave China and England 
behind, National president of 
Bharatiya Janata Yuva Morcha 
(BJYM) Punam Mahajan today 
said.

Addressing a “Yuva Sam-
melan” (youth conference) 
here today, Mahajan said India 
has a huge youth population 
of 75 per cent and 65 per cent 
of the people are below 25 
years of age.

“India is now prepared in 
such a way that it will overtake 
China and England very soon 
at the pace it is going.

This is the golden era for 
India, Mahajan said.

The Yuva Morcha leader 
added that youths ensured 
that “Lal Salaam” (red salute) 
became redundant which led 
to a regime change in Tripura.

“The Left Front govern-

ment led people from poverty 
to worse. They (youth) chose 
to overthrow the worthless 
government and bloom lotus,” 
Mahajan said and congratu-
lated BJP and Yuva Morcha 
activists for emerging victori-
ous against the Left Front.

Addressing a state-level 
conference of the Bhartiya 
Janta Yuva Morcha, Mahajan 
appreciated gymnast Dipa 
Karmakar of Tripura and ad-
vised youths to contribute 
towards the development of 
society.

She blamed the previous 
Left Front government for 
unemployment and said that 
despite being a literate state, 
eight lakh people of a popu-
lation of 37 lakh are unem-
ployed.

“We have seen our kar-
yakartas (workers) being mar-
tyred. Recently, I have seen 
Yuva Morcha activists killed 

in Kerala and West Bengal,” 
she said.

State in-charge of BJP in 
Tripura Sunil Deodhar said 
that after coming to power, 
the real challenge facing the 
party is to fulfill the dreams of 
people.

Earlier, we were only de-
livering lectures against the 
misrule of CPI(M), but now the 
time has come for fulfilling the 
dreams of people,” Deodhar 
said.

He said Chief Minister Bi-
plab Deb and the ministers of 
the state are very hard work-
ing, adding Deb himself works 
for 18 hours a day and the 
other ministers work for at 
least 16 hours.

The BJP-Indigenous Peo-
ples Front of Tripura (IPFT) 
combine swept to power 
by winning 44 seats in the 
60-member assembly in the 
February 18 elections.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, May 4 (EMN): As 
weather forecast predicted 
climatic conditions in the 
Northeast are experiencing 
heavy rains coupled with cy-
clonic storms. 

Diphu district in Karbi An-
glong of Assam experienced 
a bad storm on May 4 Fri-

day during which houses and 
properties were damaged. 

Villages including Achom 
K i m i ,  Ro n g m o n j i r,  a n d 
Checharlangso, and some 
other parts of Diphu town 
were severely affected by the 
storm.

A house at Agriculture col-
ony was badly affected when a 

tree fell on it. 
The resident, Sarat Deka, 

said that his mother, who 
was in the kitchen, escaped 
unhurt. 

The storm also hit the new-
ly opened Secretariat building 
of the Karbi Anglong Autono-
mous Council damaging the 
building.

At Diphu Civil Hospital, 
three parked vehicles were 
damaged when a large tree fell 
on the garage. Because of the 
heavy rain, power cut is being 
experienced in many parts of 
the district. 

No case of injury or casu-
alty have been reported till the 
filing of this report.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, May 4 (EMN): For the 
first time, the survey for pres-
ence of elephants in the state 
has been conducted under the 
Project Elephant funded by 
the government of India at two 
districts of Manipur- Tamen-
glong and Ukhrul in 2017-18. 
This was disclosed by Princi-
pal chief conservator of For-
ests and Head of Forest Force 
(PCCF & HoFF) K Angami on 
May 4 Friday.

K Angami stated that for 
the first time Manipur is being 
covered under All India Tiger 
Estimation 2018 exercise of 
National Tiger Conservation 
Authority (NTCA), government 
of India. Tamenglong, Sena-
pati and Ukhrul/Kamjong are 
covered as these districts have 
high potential of presence of 
small resident tiger population. 
The districts have connectivity 
through forest corridors with 
Kaziranga National Park and 
Myanmar forests.

Angami said that the Forest 
department also took up the 
initiative to set up a conser-
vation-cum-captive breeding 
centre of the state bird ‘Non-
gin’ in its native area of Shirui 

in Ukhrul. The department 
intensified its habitat manage-
ment of Sangai and promoting 
eco-tourism in Keibul Lamjao 
National Park (KLNP). As per 
2016 population estimation, 
the population of Sangai has 
increased to 260 which include 
75 Stags, 127 Hinds and 58 
Fawns, he added.

K Angami further said that 
the department had organised 
a ‘curtain raiser’ during the 
Sangai festival 2017 at KLNP 
in collaboration with the Tour-
ism department resulting in 
increase of tourists’ in the cur-
rent year. He said compared to 
6,000 visitors in National Park 
last year, the number of visitors 
crossed the 10,000 figure dur-
ing the current year.

PCCF said a total of 154 il-
legal timber seizure cases were 
disposed off during 2017-18 
(till 31st January, 2018). He said 
the Indian Forest Act (Manipur 
Amendment) Bill, 2018 passed 
in the Manipur Legislative As-
sembly in February (Budget 
Session) will help to strengthen 
the protection network for 
forest and streamline the regu-
latory mechanisms for move-
ment of forest produces.

He said Manipur recorded 
an increase in forest area of 
263 sq km in the latest report 
of India State of Forest Re-
port (ISFR), 2017 released by 
the Forest Survey of India on 
February 12 2018, which is the 
third highest rate of increase in 
India after Kerala and Andhra 
Pradesh.

The increase in forest area 
is a result of conservation, 
plantations and regeneration 
take up under various central 
and state schemes. He gave 
credit to the department offi-
cials, Joint Forest Management 
Committee (JFMC) and peo-
ple including the villagers for 
playing an important role. The 
department collected revenue 
of INR 23.50 crore during 2017-
18 from April 2017-March 2018 
for which he gave credit to the 
security forces including the 
para-military and State Police 
personnel for giving assistance 
in many cases including in 
seizing illegal timbers at vari-
ous locations even at the interi-
or areas of the state. He further 
informed that during 2017-
18, the department initiated 
the works in 556 hectare area 
under Restocking of Reserve 

Forest. Social Forestry Planta-
tions are being taken up in 136 
hectare to meet the fuel wood 
and fodder demand during the 
current year. Under Green In-
dia Mission, 7939 hectare area 
is being maintained to improve 
the density of degraded forests.

Under CAMPA, afforesta-
tion was taken up in 6930.74 
hectare area with an amount 
of INR 32.08 crore and under 
NAP, 1438 hectare area is being 
taken up under afforestation 
with an amount of INR 3.55 
crore during the 2017-18.

Informing that a separate 
Urban Forestry has been en-
ergised and the Division has 
taken up 19.10 km of road me-
dian plantation on important 
roads of Imphal and Bishnupur 
(Moirang), he said all the road 
median plantations are main-
tained by the Forest Depart-
ment from 2017-18.

K Angami highlighted that 
the more than 9.5 lakh seed-
lings were distributed to the 
people for plantations free of 
costs under ‘Vana Mohatsava’ 
programme during 2017-18 
and the department is target-
ing to raise about 25 lakh seed-
lings during 2018-19.

Mirror Crossword 1808sud0ku 1648
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1807

ACROSS
1. Hunt illegally
6. Danish atomic physicist Niels ____
10. Coal scuttles
14. Kelps or seaweeds
15. Mountain range in Kirghiz
16. Region
17. Jeweled headband
18. Inactive
19. Yields to death
20. Female social club
22. Skinflints
24. United States Geological Survey
25. Founder of associative psychology, 

David _______
26. “______ changeo”
29. City in Yemen
30. Transported by horse or car
31. Cede or release
37. US symbol
39. Latin (abbrev.)
40. Variant of “Eileen”
41. Farsightedness
44. Rip
45. Hits
46. Do without
48. Favorable conditions
52. Father
53. Wear down by friction
54. Thins
58. Part of speech
59. People born in August
61. Extent
62. Between head and shoulders
63. Former English cloth measures
64. Scarf or necktie
65. Requests
66. Anger
67. Hidden supply 

DOWN
1. Taps
2. Medley or stew

3. Food thickener
4. Merry-go-rounds
5. Publisher William Randolph 

______
6. Entices
7. A song from the 50s or 60s
8. Computer in 2001: A Space 

Odyssey
9. Non-Euclidean mathematician 

Georg Friedrich _______
10. Possessed (archaic)
11. Projecting bay window
12. Equipment manufacturer: 

John _____ 13. 

Impudent
21. ____ Stavinsky, composer
23. Pertaining to modern-day 

Mesopotamia
25. Poor Caribbean country
26. Prepare (abbrev.)
27. Lion sound
28. Cutting side
29. Smacks
32. Genus for ladyfish
33. Possessing great speed
34. Electrical engineering group
35. Catch or tear
36. Protagonist

38. Faded 42. One who sings 
“Alpine” style

43. At a distance
47. Musical theatrical shows
48. _____-Barbera Productions
49. Woodwind instruments
50. Freight carrier
51. Financial institutions
52. No longer in fashion
54. Somersault
55. Natives of South America
56. Self-conceits
57. Son of Adam
60. Inventor ___ Whitney

solutions to suD0ku 1647

state govts. of Northeast region active 
stakeholders in India’s Act East Policy — swaraj

Tripura CM asks Centre to 
ensure removal of port 
restriction imposed by B’desh

ISIS flag found tied to a tree in Assam

Exercise sub-inspector 
killed by miscreants

Youth-powered India set to overtake 
China, England,  claims Mahajan

Heavy rains wreak havoc in Karbi Anglong 

Manipur conducts elephant survey for the first time 



5BUSINESS
Eastern Mirror  |  Dimapur, Saturday, May 5, 2018

Delay among certain states in rolling out the e-waybill system is also likely to be discussed.  

Rupee logs fall, drops 23 paise against dollar

Sahara Group reaches deal to sell iconic 
Plaza hotel for $600 mn — Report

Nifty drops 61 points on weak global cues

NITI Aayog ropes in IBM to use AI in agriculture

Gold recovers 
on fresh buying; 
silver strengthens

Government to take complete 
ownership of GST Network
New Delhi, May 4 (IANS): 
The government will 
take complete owner-
ship of the GST Network 
(GSTN) by acquiring the 
51 per cent equity of Rs 
5.1 crore held by non-
government institutions, 
the GST Council decided 
on Friday.

The 51 per cent eq-
uity will be acquired col-
lectively by both Central 
and state governments 
following which they will 
hold 50-50 share in the 
private limited, not-for-
profit company created 
to provide shared IT in-
frastructure and services 
for implementation of 
Goods and Services Tax 
(GST).

Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley said the col-
lective share of the states 
will be pro-rata divided 
among them according 
to their contribution to 
the GST revenue. 

A majority of the 
GST processes including 
registration, filing of re-

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT 
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 4th May’18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-135/18/1077-78  Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti Neibu Kielieny Kuotsu -Vrs- Akummeren Kichu resident of 
Dimapur Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under 
Rule 50 & 51 Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied 
for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & 
should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 04/06/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Neibu Kielieny Kuotsu
Village/Block No: Puranabazar, Patta No: 444
Dag No: 346/2224, Area: 00-02-08
North: TOLOVI ROAD, South: ILHOSHE SEMA, East: Youth 
Deptt. Land, West: Approached Road

NOTICE

D-5361

I have changed my name 
from AELAVANTHARA 
SEBASTIAN to SEBASTIAN 
JOSEPH AELAVANTHARA 
vide Affidavit No.167/17, 
Dated: 23/03/2017. D

-5
36

0

NAME CHANGE 

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dt, Dimapur the 4th April’17

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

No: Rev-1/90-D/ Notice is hereby 
given that Shri/Smti Naomi Zeliang resident 
of Dimapur who has applied for issue of 
mortgage clearance concerning to Patta 
No.931, Dag No.26/1084 measuring an area 
of 00-01-06 located at Block No/village.11, 
Mouza No.01 which has been mortgage in the 
NIDC Bank/Society.

Claims & objection if any on the aforesaid 
land may be submitted in written in the Court 
of the undersigned on or before 12-05-18. 

NOTICE

D-5359

A-35021/1/2018-NYKS
Government of India

Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports

Sd/- 
Under Secretary to the Govt. of India

This is with reference to Vacancy Circular No. A-35021/1/2018-NYKS 
dated 09.03.2018 and subsequent Corrigendum of even number 
whereby last date of submission of the application for the post of 
Director General in Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan, an autonomous 
body under the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, on deputation 
basis was extended to 30.04.2018. It is to be informed that the last 
date of submission of the application to the Ministry has now been 
extended from 30.04.2018 to 18.05.2018. All the other terms & 
conditions in the Vacancy Circular remains same. For details please 
see Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan website http://www.nyks.org/ 
as well as Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports website http://www.
yas.nic.in/  

CORRIGENDUM

DAVP 74101/11/0001/1819

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. REPACHULA W/o LATE. IMTILEPZUK AO, Pensioner resident of 
Ziekezou Colony, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under the 
Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late 
husband- Pension PO No.0253011704212. Bank A/C No.20074100023 SBI Lodhi 
Road Complex, New Delhi. LIC Policy No.444188593 Money Back Policy, Kohima. 
Who expired on 09-03-2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 
(one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-

(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/90/2018-I  Dated Kohima, the 4th May, 2018

KG-2504

PRANAB VIDYAPITH HR. SEC. SCHOOL
 (FOR BOYS’ & GIRLS’)

ADMISSION NOTICE FOR  SCIENCE & COMMERCE – 2018

MILAN MANDIR ROAD, DIMAPUR, NAGALAND.
PHONE : (03862) 232455/233012

1. Form & Prospectus for admission to Class- 11 shall be distributed from 
07/05/2018 (10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.).

2. Admission will start immediate after declaration of HSLC result .

Sd/- Principal, PVHSS.
DP-393

1. Special Coaching classes for   JEE/ NEET (For 
Science Student) and CPT(For Commerce 
Student)

2. Well organized Laboratories.
3. Well experienced and dedicated teachers.
4. Certified Course (NSE)
5. Smart class for Coaching .
6. Computer Laboratory.
7. Special and remedial classes.
8. PRANAB  JYOTI  AWARD for Toppers.

PERFORMANCE
Class-12(Sc) (From 2002 to 2017)

Stream Total 
Appeared

Total 
Passed

Total 
Rank

Science 2962 2680 61
Class-12 (Com) (From 2007 to 2017)

Commerce 1271 1165 40
*Free Studentship for HSLC Rank  Holder.*Admission on first come first serve basis.

For details see Notice Board and Prospectus.

M.G.M. HIGHER SECONDARY SCHOOL
Midland, Dimapur - 797112 Nagaland.

UNDER THE AEGIS OF ST.THOMAS MISSION SOCIETY (HOME/SRC-6028)
Tel. 03862 - 231892 (O) mgmdimapur@gmail.com

CLASS 11 ADMISSION NOTICE (ARTS, COMMERCE & SCIENCE)
 Admission forms for Class 11 (Arts, Commerce & Science) are available at 

school office (8 a.m.-1.00).
 Bishop Mar Theodosius Memorial (MTM) full Scholarship for students scoring 85% 

and above.
 Direct admission for meritorious students for Science, Arts & Commerce Stream im-

mediately after NBSE result.
 Admission on first come first serve basis.
 Selected students have to appear for personal interview accompanied by their 

parents.
 Hostel facility available only for girls. 
 Free education for School Toppers.

Sd/- Principal
DP-392

turns, payment of taxes, 
processing of refunds is 
IT driven and GSTN is 
handling large-scale in-
voice level data of lakhs 
of business entities in-
cluding data relating to 

exports and imports. 
“Considering the na-

ture of ‘state’ function 
performed by GSTN, the 
Council felt that GSTN 
be converted into be a 
fully-owned government 

company,” an official 
statement said.

Following the ac-
quisition, however, the 
GSTN Board would con-
tinue to hire people on 
contractual basis on the 

terms and conditions 
similar to those used 
by GSTN till now, Jait-
ley announced after the 
27th meeting of the GST 
Council here.

The GSTN Board 
would also be allowed 
to continue the existing 
staff at existing terms 
and conditions for the a 
period up to five years.

“The existing finan-
cial commitments given 
by the Centre and states 
to GSTN to share the 
capital and operation 
and maintenance cost of 
the IT Systems shall con-
tinue,” it added.

Presently, the Central 
government holds 24.5 
per cent equity shares 
while the state govern-
ments collectively hold 
another 24.5 per cent. 
The remaining 51 per 
cent are held by non-
government institutions. 

But through various 
mechanisms, GSTN is 
under strategic control 
of the government. 

Mumbai, May 4 (PTI): 
Gold prices recovered 
slightly after three con-
secutive losses on fresh 
buying by local jewellers 
to meet the ongoing wed-
ding season demand even 
as the metal weakened 
overseas.

While, silver firmed 
up modestly by Rs 5 per 
kg to Rs 39,180 on mild 
demand from industrial 
units.

Standard gold (99.5 
per cent purity) moved 
up by Rs 95 to end at Rs 
31,010 per 10 grams from 
Thursday’s close of Rs 
30,915. Pure gold (99.9 per 
cent purity) also gained 
by a similar margin to 
settle at Rs 31,160 per 10 
grams against Rs 31,065 
yesterday.

Silver (.999 fineness) 
gained by Rs 5 to finish at 
Rs 39,180 per kg as com-
pared to Rs 39,175 earlier.

Globally, gold pric-
es dipped as the dollar 
strengthened ahead of 
key US jobs data that is 
expected to underline a 
strong economy and sup-
port the case for more in-
terest rate increases.

Spot gold was trading 
down 0.2 per cent at USD 
1,308.81 an ounce at early 
trade, heading for a third 
consecutive weekly de-
cline. Among other pre-
cious metals, spot silver 
fell 0.1 per cent to USD 
16.39 an ounce.

Mumbai, May 4 (PTI): Dropping for 
the third session, NSE benchmark Nifty 
shed 61 points to end at 10,618.25 today, 
weighed by profit-booking mainly in 
pharma, auto, FMCG, metal, infra and 
energy sectors amidst weak Asian cues.

Overseas, European shares were 
trading higher while Asian stocks fell as 
investors monitored trade talks between 
the US and China. 

Back home, the 50-share NSE Nifty 
closed at 10,618.25, down 61.40 points, 
or 0.57 per cent, its lowest closing level 
since April 26, 2018. The Nifty hit a high 
of 10,700.45 and a low of 10,601.60 dur-
ing the day. It saw an intra-day move-
ment of about 98.85 points.

On the sectoral front, pharma fell by 
1.66 per cent, followed by auto 1.12 per 
cent, FMCG 1.08 per cent, metal 1.07 
per cent, media 0.62 per cent, infra 0.59 
per cent, energy 0.48 per cent, PSU Bank 
0.36 per cent and IT 0.15 percent. 

Nifty Bank rose by 0.16 per cent and 
private bank 0.01 per cent.

Major index gainers were Adani 
Ports, GAIL, Tech Mahindra, HUL, 
HDFC Bank, BPCL, IndusInd Bank and 
Power Grid.

Losers included Sun Pharma, ITC, 
Bajaj Auto, Yes Bank, Eicher Motors, Axis 
Bank, Cipla and NTPC.

The market breadth, indicating the 
overall health of the market, remained 
weak. A total of 697 scrips advanced, 
1,101 declined, while 86 remained un-
changed. Total securities that have hit 
their price bands were 207.

Turnover in the cash segment fell to 
Rs 29,432.83 crore, from Rs 32,233.68 
crore as on Thursday.

A total of 14,374.44 lakh shares 
changed hands in 1,08,06,642 trades. 
The market capitalisation of listed firms 
on the NSE stood at Rs 1,47,75,297.38 
crore.

New Delhi, May 4 (IANS): 
The government’s policy 
think-tank NITI Aayog on 
Friday decided to partner 
with leading technology 
company IBM to develop 
a crop yield prediction 
model using artificial 
intelligence (AI) to pro-
vide real time advisory to 
farmers in “aspirational 
districts”.

“The partnership 
aims to work together 
towards use of technol-

ogy to provide insights to 
farmers to improve crop 
productivity, soil yield, 
control agricultural in-
puts with the overarching 
goal of improving farm-
ers’ incomes,” an official 
statement said. 

After signing a state-
ment of intent with IBM, 
NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh 
Kant said bringing future 
technologies like AI into 
practical use will greatly 
benefit agriculture in the 

country by improving ef-
ficiency in resource-use, 
crop yields and promot-
ing scientific farming. 

The first phase of 
the project will focus on 
developing a model for 
10 backward districts 
-- branded as aspira-
tional districts by NITI 
Aayog -- across Assam, 
Bihar, Jharkhand, Mad-
hya Pradesh, Maharash-
tra, Rajasthan and Uttar 
Pradesh.

Mumbai, May 4 (PTI): The 
rupee today registered its 
first loss in five straight 
sessions, tumbling by 
23 paise to close at 66.87 
against the US currency 
in a highly volatile trade.

Sluggish local equity 
markets, steady capital 
outflows and rise in crude 
prices predominantly 
dampened forex market 
sentiment.

After crashing to a 

fresh 14-month low of 
66.91 a dollar last Wednes-
day, the Indian currency 
started recovering.

For the last few weeks, 
there has been a host of 
domestic and global fac-
tors leading to substan-
tial slide in the domestic 
currency with crude and 
commodity prices run-
ning higher.

A forex dealer said 
that concerns over fiscal 

New York, May 4 (PTI): Two investors 
have struck a deal to buy a majority stake 
in the iconic Plaza Hotel in the US for 
USD 600 million, in which the embattled 
Sahara Group led by Subrata Roy Sahara 
owns a 70 per cent stake, a media report 
has said.

The report in the New York Times 
said that Shahal Khan, founder of the 
Dubai-based family office White City 
Ventures, and Kamran Hakim of the 
Hakim Organization, a major New York 
City landlord, have reached a deal to buy 
a majority share of the Plaza Hotel for 
USD 600 million.

The deal is scheduled to close on 
June 25, it said.

Sandeep Wadhwa, head of corporate 
finance at the Sahara Group, which owns 
a 70 per cent stake in the hotel, and Sant 
Singh Chatwal, a hotelier who owns the 
other five per cent being sold, confirmed 
the deal, the report said.

Both men declined to comment fur-
ther, citing confidentiality agreements, it 
said. The Sahara Group had been trying 
for a long time to sell the property, and 
last year, it hired brokerage firm Jones 
Lang LaSalle to carry out an auction of 
the property. Roy, chairman of the Saha-
ra Group, and Chatwal had bought their 
shared stake in the hotel in 2012.

“The latest deal follows a string of re-
ported sales that never came to fruition, 
though this time the buyers have made a 

USD 30 million deposit that they would 
forfeit if they backed out, making a com-
pleted sale more likely,” the report said.

The Plaza Hotel, opened in 1907, is a 
city landmark and the only hotel listed 
on the National Register of Historic Plac-
es. The hotel was once owned by Donald 
Trump, who lost it in a bankruptcy.

The report added that the deal is 
“complicated” by the fact that a partner-
ship of the Ashkenazy Acquisition Corp, 
a real-estate firm, and Kingdom Hold-
ings, which is controlled by the Saudi 
Prince Alwaleed bin Talel, owns the re-
maining 25 per cent of the Plaza.

While the partners have the right of 
first refusal to buy the hotel at the same 
valuation, that right is set to expire some-
time in the next week.

While a deal has been reached to sell 
the majority stake, the NYT report said 
that the transaction is complex.

The USD 600 million purchase price 
includes the refinancing of a more than 
USD 410 million mortgage on the hotel.

Qatari Sheikh Hamad bin Jassim 
bin Jaber Al Thani holds the mortgage, 
which is set to mature in early July.

In 2010, Sahara had purchased the 
Grosvenor House, a historic hotel in 
London. Last year, Ashkenazy Acquisi-
tion, with financing from Al Thani, ac-
quired that hotel. As part of that deal, the 
Qatari Sheikh took over the mortgage on 
the Plaza.

imbalance due to trade 
deficit, ongoing US-China 
trade tariff tiff and loom-
ing political uncertainties 
could further hit senti-
ment, a forex dealer com-
mented. Moreover, the 
rupee’s movement will be 
influenced by the Reserve 
Bank of India’s stance on 
intervention in the for-
eign currency market, 
he added. Meanwhile, 
the US dollar continued 
to trade with a soft tone 
ahead of the all-impor-
tant non-farm payrolls in 
early US session.

On the global energy 
front, crude pries edged 
higher largely extending 
overnight gains well sup-
ported by a possible fresh 
US sanctions against Iran. 
The self-imposed US 
deadline for making a de-
cision on Iran is May 12.

Brent crude, an in-
ternational benchmark, 
was trading lower at USD 
72.98 a barrel in early 
Asian trade.

The rupee started 
with a mild negative bias 
at 66.65 from Thursday’s 
close of 66.64 at the inter-
bank foreign exchange 

(forex) market.
However, the follow-

through weakness even-
tually pulled down the 
home currency to hit a 
fresh intra-day low of 
66.92 in mid-afternoon 
deals as state-run and 
private banks stepped up 
dollar purchases for their 
importer clients.

The local unit finally 
settled the day with a 
steep loss of 23 paise, or 
0.35 per cent, at 66.87 a 
dollar. For the week, it has 
depreciated by another 21 
paise. The past four weeks 
have been brutal for the 
Indian currency. The RBI, 
meanwhile, fixed the ref-
erence rate for the dol-
lar at 66.7681 and for the 
euro at 79.9682.

The benchmark 10-
year bond yields, how-
ever, ended steady at 7.73 
per cent. The dollar in-
dex, which measures the 

greenback’s value against 
a basket of six major cur-
rencies, was down at 
92.25.

In the cross curren-
cy trade, the rupee fell 
back against the pound 
sterling to close at 90.67 
from 90.51 and retreated 
against the euro to end 
at 80.00 as compared to 
79.80 yesterday.

It also dropped further 
against the Japanese yen 
to close at 61.38 per 100 
yens from 60.97 earlier.

Elsewhere, the euro 
lost further ground 
against the US dollar in 
the face of disappoint-
ing macro data after the 
Eurozone composite PMI 
combining the measures 
of the economic activity 
in services and manufac-
turing inched lower to 
a 15-month low in April 
with Geman services PMI 
falling to 19-month low.
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PATH
Keeping Close

BIBLE READ:   DEUTERONOMY 6:1–9 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind 
them on your foreheads.     

~   Deuteronomy 6:8

Why is 
Modern Life 
So Incredibly 

Annoying?

A 
man raised by wolves in a for-
est says he misses his old life. 
Living as a wolf cub in a Span-
ish wilderness was much less 

stressful than modern life, Marcos Ro-
dríguez Pantoja told the BBC recently.

Journalists expressed surprise at 
his declaration, but I totally get his 
point.

Last week, my book ran out of bat-
teries!

I know Socrates is looking down at 
me from heaven and laughing, waving 
his "always on" scroll.

Meanwhile, at home, my child is 
outraged. Why? "My snacks are so 
crunchy I can't hear the TV," she com-
plains, furious.

This is literally the worst thing 
that has ever happened to this child. 
I mean, how is she going to cope with 
real life, during which massively tragic 
things happen, like they forget to put 
mayo in your sandwich, a devastating 
incident that totally spoiled this col-
umnist's day yesterday?

I told her that in my day, the only 
TV was a window facing a brick wall 
and the only snacks our fingers. She 
said brick walls were probably better 
than what was on TV these days and 
she's probably right.

Back at work, I was moaning about 
my dead e-book when a colleague told 
me about another tech problem. The 
trend spreading across Asia is to have 
a Roomba machine, a wheeled disk 
that quietly vacuums your floors in the 
middle of the night.

Unfortunately no one told these 
machines that a) Koreans and Japa-
nese people often sleep on thin mat-
tresses on the floor; and b) sucking up 
hair on the floor is not a good thing to 
do if it is still attached to a human's 
head. On one recent occasion, fire-
fighters had to be called to remove a 
ravenous Roomba vacuum cleaner 
from its Korean owner's head.

East Asian owners are junking their 
cleaning robots for superior technol-
ogy: Broomsticks.

Police officers in the Indian state 
of Odisha recently demonstrated how 
they use pigeons to get messages 
across a vast portion of the state in just 
20 minutes. During floods and power 
cuts the police pigeon service is the 
only functioning communications 
system.

So, basically, if their conversations 
are anything like mine, you send a 
bird across the state with your mes-
sage, such as "LOL" and 40 minutes 
later, you get the bird back with a 
message saying "LMAO" (Laughing 
My Ass Off).

Oh well, at least no one can com-
plain about information overload.

A colleague showed me an angry 
text that had been sent by a young 
person from an aircraft recently. 
"There's so much leg room in busi-
ness class that I can barely reach the 
touch screen TV," she complained. 
What suffering!

The odd thing is her inability to 
realise how the rest of us, sitting in 
economy class seats with our noses 
mere millimetres away from the seat 
in front, will take her message. Where's 
her brain?

Uh-oh. I would canvass readers, 
contributors and colleagues for more 
examples to fill this column with, but 
the main functional section of my own 
brain -- which is housed in a smart-
phone in my right hand -- is about to 
run out of batteries. So I have to stop 
here.

Socrates! Stop laughing!

(Nury Vittachi is an Asia-based 
frequent traveller. Send suggestions 

and comments via his Facebook page)

Nury Vittachi | IANS

My mile-long walk home from dropping off my daughter at her school gives me the 
opportunity to memorize some verses from the Bible—if I’m intentional about 
doing so. When I take those minutes to turn over God’s Word in my mind, I often 
find them coming back to me later in the day, bringing me comfort and wisdom.

When Moses prepared the Israelites to enter the Promised Land, he urged them to hold 
close to God’s commands and decrees (Deuteronomy 6:1–2). Wanting them to flourish, 
he said they should turn these instructions over in their minds and discuss them with their 
children (vv. 6–7). He even said to tie them to their wrists and bind them to their foreheads 
(v. 8). He didn’t want them to forget God’s instructions to live as people who honored the 
Lord and enjoyed His blessings.

How might you consider God’s words today? One idea is to write out a verse from Scrip-
ture, and every time you wash your hands or take a drink, read the words and turn them over 
in your mind. Or before you go to sleep, consider a short passage from the Bible as the last 
act of the day. Many are the ways of keeping God’s Word close to our hearts!

Lord God, thank You for giving us the Bible, which is a wellspring for life. 
Help us to read and digest it today.

Surround yourself with God’s Word.

Daily Aspirin May Double Skin Cancer Risk in Men

Sitting in Cars for Long Hours 
May Lead to Blood Clots

Fasting Improves Stem Cells' Regenerative Capacity — Study

Make Your Evening Snack Delicious, Healthy

M
en taking aspirin 
every day may have 
double the risk of 
melanoma, the most 

serious type of skin cancer, com-
pared to those who are not ex-
posed to daily to the common 
pain reliever, says a large study 
involving almost 200,000 patients.

Melanoma is a type of can-
cer that develops from the pig-
ment-containing cells known as 
melanocytes. It typically occur in 
the skin, but may rarely occur in 
the mouth, intestines or eye.

The researchers suggested 
that among the numerous pos-
sibilities, one reason men may 
be more vulnerable could be re-
lated to males expressing a lower 
amount of protective enzymes, 
like superoxide dismutase and 
catalase, compared to females, 

the researcher said.
"These lower levels of protec-

tive enzymes suggest that a higher 
level of resulting oxidative cellular 
damage in men that might con-
tribute to the possibility of de-
veloping melanoma," said study 
co-author Beatrice Nardone from 
Northwestern University Feinberg 
School of Medicine in the US.

Besides acting as a painkiller, 
aspirin has other uses as well such 
as reducing the risk of heart at-
tacks and strokes.

"This (the finding) does not 
mean men should stop aspirin 
therapy to lower the risk of heart 
attack," Nardone stressed.

According to the researchers, 
the result of the study, published 
in Journal of the American Acad-
emy of Dermatology, were sur-
prising because aspirin is often re-

ported to decrease risk of gastric, 
colon, prostate and breast cancer.

Nardone attributed this to 
variability of the research meth-
ods used in studies that look for 
associations and risks for cancers.

For the study, researchers 
collected data comprising al-
most 200,000 patients who were 
aspirin-exposed or aspirin-un-
exposed (control group) with no 
prior history of melanoma and 
with a follow-up time of at least 
five years.

For the aspirin-exposed pa-
tient population, the study includ-
ed only patients who had at least 
one year of once-daily aspirin ex-
posure at a dose of 81 or 325 mg.

When the groups were sepa-
rated into men and women, men 
exposed to aspirin had almost 
twice the risk for diagnosis of 

melanoma compared to men in 
the same population who were 
not exposed to aspirin.

The findings suggest that men 

who take daily aspirin may ben-
efit from periodic skin exams by 
the dermatologist.

Source: IANS

A 
new study suggests 
that being confined 
in a car or airplane 
for long hours may 

increase the risk of develop-
ing a condition called venous 
thromboembolisms (VTE), 
a blood clot that forms most 
often in the deep veins of the 
leg, groin or arm.

In order to assess the im-
pact of remaining seated in 
cars for extended periods of 
time, the investigators gath-
ered data from the aftermath 
of the Kumamoto earth-
quakes that struck Japan in 
April 2016. 

They found an "epidem-
ic" of blood clots developing 
in the legs, and in numerous 
cases going to the lungs, in 
many of the people forced 
to evacuate, according to the 
study published in the Cana-
dian Journal of Cardiology. 

Analysis of questionnaires 
from 21 local medical institu-
tions established that 51 pa-
tients were hospitalised fol-
lowing the earthquakes due 
to VTE. 

Of these, 42 patients (82.4 
per cent) had spent the night 
in a vehicle. 

"Preventive awareness 
activities by professional 
medical teams, supported by 
education in the media about 
the risk of VTEs after spend-
ing the night in a vehicle, and 
raising awareness of evacua-
tion centers, could lead to a 
reduced number of victims 
of VTE," noted lead investiga-
tor Seiji Hokimoto from Ku-
mamoto University in Japan.

"This is a dramatic exam-
ple of the risks inherent in 
spending prolonged periods 
immobilized in a cramped 
position," commented 
Stanley Nattel, Editor-in-
Chief of the Canadian Journal 
of Cardiology. 

"It is an important re-
minder of a public health 
point and reinforces the need 
to get up and walk around 
regularly when on an airplane 
or when forced to stay in a car 
for a long time," Nattel said.

Source: IANS

T
he US biologists found that a 
24-hour fast can reverse the 
age-related loss of intestinal 
stem cell function that can 

regenerate new intestinal cells.
The study, published on Thursday 

in the journal Cell Stem Cell, revealed 
that fasting dramatically improves 
stem cells' ability to regenerate, in 
both aged and young mice, Xinhua 
reported.

In fasting mice, cells begin break-
ing down fatty acids instead of glu-
cose, a change that stimulates the 
stem cells to become more regenera-
tive.

The researchers found that they 
could also boost regeneration with 
a molecule that activates the same 
metabolic switch and such an inter-
vention could potentially help older 
people recovering from gastrointesti-
nal infections or cancer patients un-
dergoing chemotherapy.

"Fasting has many effects in the 
intestine, which include boosting re-
generation as well as potential uses 
in any type of ailment that impinges 
on the intestine, such as infections 
or cancers," said Omer Yilmaz, an 
assistant professor of biology in Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology 
(MIT), and one of the senior authors 
of the study.

"This study provided evidence 
that fasting induces a metabolic 
switch in the intestinal stem cells, 
from utilizing carbohydrates to burn-
ing fat," said David Sabatini, an MIT 
professor of biology and the paper's 
another senior author.

"Interestingly, switching these 
cells to fatty acid oxidation enhanced 
their function significantly. Pharma-
cological targeting of this pathway 
may provide a therapeutic opportu-
nity to improve tissue homeostasis in 
age-associated pathologies."

Intestinal stem cells are responsi-
ble for maintaining the lining of the 
intestine, which typically renews it-
self every five days. When an injury 
or infection occurs, stem cells are key 
to repairing any damage. However as 
people age, the regenerative abilities 
of these intestinal stem cells decline, 
so it takes longer for the intestine to 
recover.

After mice fasted for 24 hours, the 
researchers removed intestinal stem 
cells and grew them in a culture dish, 
allowing them to determine whether 
the cells can give rise to "mini-intes-
tines" known as organoids.

The researchers found that stem 
cells from the fasting mice doubled 
their regenerative capacity.

The researchers sequenced the 

messenger RNA of stem cells from 
the mice that fasted, and revealed 
that fasting induces cells to switch 
from their usual metabolism, which 
burns carbohydrates such as sugars, 
to metabolizing fatty acids.

This switch occurs through the 
activation of transcription factors 
called PPARs, which turn on many 
genes that are involved in metaboliz-
ing fatty acids, according to the re-
searchers.

The researchers found that if they 
turned off this pathway, fasting could 
no longer boost regeneration and 
they could reproduce the beneficial 
effects of fasting by treating mice 
with a molecule that mimics the ef-
fects of PPARs.

The findings suggest that drug 
treatment could stimulate regen-
eration without requiring patients to 
fast, which is difficult for most peo-
ple.

One group that could benefit 
from such treatment is cancer pa-
tients who are receiving chemothera-
py, which often harms intestinal cells.

It could also benefit older people 
who experience intestinal infections 
or other gastrointestinal disorders 
that can damage the lining of the in-
testine.

Source: IANS

I
n todays fast-paced world and life-
style, snacking has become an integral 
part of the daily diet. But most snacks 
consumed today skew toward pre-

packaged and processed foods, that only 
add calories, but very little of anything else 
hence it is important to provide healthy yet 
tasty alternatives that is changing the quick 
snack culture in India.

Rishab Jain, founder of Mr. Makhana 
from Mehak Group of Industries and Anub-
hav Gupta, founder of Wonderland Foods 
list reason on how to make evening snack 
delicious as well as healthy. 

* Opt for Makhana (Fox nut) 
* Makhana is easy on the body and pro-

vides a wholesome alternative to unhealthy 
binging. They also known as a great guilt 
free snack around the world.

* With properties such as low in choles-
terol, fat and sodium, they make for an ideal 
snack to satiate those in-between meal 
hunger pangs.

* They are beneficial to those suffering 

from high blood pressure, heart diseases 
and obesity due to their high magnesium 
and low sodium content. Besides this, ma-
khana acts as an anti-oxidant, very light and 
good for digestion. 

* While it is roasted in Olive oil, its mild 
flavour makes them a perfect everyday 
snack for all age groups. For the older audi-
ence, it is the perfect choice as an anti-age-
ing enzyme in these seeds are said to help 
repair damaged proteins. 

* With the idea of catering to all Indian 
taste buds and all sections of the society, 
manufacturers are now introducing in-
teresting flavors which are adaptable to 
the Indian palettes. The aware and health 
conscious Indian audience has now defi-
nitely started using Makhanas as a sub-
stitute to Popcorn. evening or late night 
snacking.

One can also try other variants of snacks.
* Nuts: Nuts are nature's way of showing us 
that good things come in small packages. 
These bite-size nutritional powerhouses 

are packed with heart-healthy fats, protein, 
vitamins, and minerals.
* Almonds: These are highly nutritional nuts 
rich in Vitamin E, Calcium, Iron amongst 
many others. Besides being great in taste, 
eating almonds boosts brain health, greatly 
effects weight loss, lowers your cholesterol 
and reduces you hunger, hence, lowering 
your overall calorie intake.
* Walnuts: Walnuts are most often eaten 
on their own as a snack. However, they 
can be added to salads, pastas, desserts, 
breakfast cereals, soups and baked goods 
as well. They're often referred to as "brain 
food".
* Berries: They are sweet superfruits with an 
unending list of benefits.
* Blueberries: Sweet in flavor, these berries 
are succulent and nutritious. They are the 
King of antioxidant foods, boost immunity, 
manage diabetes and help prevent cancer. 
Raw or dried, you can add either to your 
breakfast cereal/ smoothie or just sprinkle 
some over your garden salad and you're 

good to go.
* Cranberries: These little red berries are 
a delectable, popular and healthful food. 
They not only help guard against UTIs, 
heart disease, types of cancer, and the flu, 
but benefits oral health too. You can eat 
them in their raw state, but if the zesty fla-
vor of fresh berries is not your thing, you 
can go for readily available jams or dried 
cranberries.
* Pumpkin seeds: Eat them raw, or roast 
them in the oven. Either way, these whole-
some powerhouses are a formidable source 
of B vitamins, magnesium, iron and pro-
tein. They go great with your evening tea 
and considering their size, are an effective 
snack on-the-go!
* Flax seeds: When it comes to nutritional 
goodness, flaxseeds are full of it. Get crea-
tive and add them to your daily parfaits, yo-
gurts, salads, smoothies or morning cereals. 
Nutritionists recommend a tablespoon of 
flaxseeds a day (which only contain approx 
55 calories).      

Source: IANS
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Skye C Cleary | Aeon

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19):  Pivotal career 
matters may need to be thought through 
today, Aries. A lot could be at stake at work 
in the very near future. Whatever tasks you 

need to tend to could require a lot of effort and con-
centration. There’s a danger of sinking into a gloomy 
mood over it, but try to avoid this trap. You’ll probably 
accomplish whatever it is you’re hoping to do, so hang 
onto that thought. Go to it!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Today you 
might find that a long-term dream finally 
comes true. Perhaps a trip that you’ve fan-
tasized about for a long time finally shows 

promise of actually happening, Taurus. A practical and 
methodical approach to arranging the details should 
make it seem that much more real to you. However, do 
take care to plan each step carefully so that you don’t 
end up working harder than necessary.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Some strange 
and rather gloomy dreams could come your 
way tonight, Gemini. They could, if you let 
them, catapult you into a rather depressed 

mood during the day. Writing them down might help 
exorcise the negative emotions. You could also be a bit 
depressed over money. This isn’t a good day to make 
investments, start a new business, or open up a savings 
account. Wait a few days until the planets relax a little.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): A lack of com-
munication with an unhappy family member 
could have you feeling a little downhearted, 
Cancer. You might wonder if you’ve done 

something to offend this person. Chances are you haven’t. 
The best way to handle situations like this is to encour-
age the person to communicate with you. If there’s no re-
sponse, wait a day or so and ask again. The gloomy mood 
will pass, so don’t make yourself crazy over it.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22):  The promise of a 
promotion or raise could be on your mind 
today, Leo. You might try to visualize the next 
steps and anticipate tasks that take more ef-

fort and concentration than you’re used to. Don’t pan-
ic. It’s better to not push yourself so hard. Wait a few 
days until the planets relax a little and just do what you 
need to do - no more, no less. You’ll be successful in the 
long run.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You might decide 
to spend a large part of the day working on a 
project that requires a lot of mental energy. 
Plans to spend some time with either a close 

friend or lover might not turn out to be quite what 
you’d hoped, Virgo. Your friend could be in a rather 
gloomy mood. A relaxing evening, perhaps a concert 
or funny movie, can release tension and boost bad 
moods. Enjoy!

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): A gloomy guest 
could arrive today, Libra, and likely need 
some cheering up. Do the best you can, 
but don’t try to do it by cooking a meal. The 

results of your efforts might not be all that exciting. 
This is a great day to go for fast food. Take your friend 
to a movie, concert, or art gallery. This could get your 
mind off his or her troubles and your mind off your 
friend!

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Some rather 
depressing information could come your 
way, Scorpio, but don’t take it at face value. 
It might not be as bad as it seems. Check the 

facts before making yourself crazy. This isn’t a good day 
for visiting or running errands in your neighborhood, 
as the traffic could be a nightmare. Anything you try to 
read today could seem boring, so movies are likely to 
be the best entertainment now.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Gloom 
over money matters might catch up with you 
at some point today, Sagittarius. However, 
there’s nothing really major to worry about. 

Financially, your business affairs should be going well, 
so you’re probably doing better than you think. A little 
caution might be in order, especially regarding impulse 
buying or purchasing luxuries. You don’t want to end 
up having to take items back to the store.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Today you 
might find yourself feeling a little low, Cap-
ricorn, but it doesn’t seem as if there’s any 
real reason for it. You may just have had a 

bad night and need some extra sleep. Some good news 
from far away could cheer you up in the afternoon. You 
might receive an invitation to go out to dinner with 
a close friend. You should be feeling like your old self 
again by evening.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Old memo-
ries, traumas, and phobias from the past 
could affect your mood today, Aquarius. You 
might feel depressed without really knowing 

why. An event in your life has brought these feelings 
near the surface without revealing the source. If you’ve 
had any disturbing dreams or visions lately, write them 
down. They might offer a clue as to what’s bothering 
you. Meditation or free association could also bring the 
release you need.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): A friend might be 
feeling a little depressed today and need some 
cheering up. Social events or group activities 
could be of great help in doing that, and it 

would do you some good as well, Pisces. A long-term 
goal may finally be reached, justifying a celebration. In-
teracting with a group could take up a lot of your time 
and concentration, but take care not to get too tired.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

The only way to construct 
a robust philosophy for 
life is to have a clear and 
realistic picture of what 
makes humans tick

A 
strange thing is happening in mod-
ern philosophy: many philoso-
phers don’t seem to believe that 
there is such a thing as human na-

ture. What makes this strange is that, not 
only does the new attitude run counter to 
much of the history of philosophy, but – 
despite loud claims to the contrary – it also 
goes against the findings of modern sci-
ence. This has serious consequences, rang-
ing from the way in which we see ourselves 
and our place in the cosmos to what sort of 
philosophy of life we might adopt. Our aim 
here is to discuss the issue of human nature 
in light of contemporary biology, and then 
explore how the concept might impact eve-
ryday living.

The existence of something like a hu-
man nature that separates us from the rest 
of the animal world has often been implied, 
and sometimes explicitly stated, through-
out the history of philosophy. Aristotle 
thought that the ‘proper function’ of human 
beings was to think rationally, from which 
he derived the idea that the highest life 
available to us is one of contemplation (ie, 
philosophising) – hardly unexpected from a 
philosopher. The Epicureans argued that it 
is a quintessential aspect of human nature 
that we are happier when we experience 
pleasure, and especially when we do not 
experience pain. Thomas Hobbes believed 
that we need a strong centralised govern-
ment to keep us in line because our nature 
would otherwise lead us to live a life that he 
memorably characterised as ‘solitary, poor, 
nasty, brutish, and short’. Jean-Jacques 
Rousseau embedded the idea of a human 
nature in his conception of the ‘noble sav-
age’. Confucius and Mencius thought that 
human nature is essentially good, while 
Hsün Tzu considered it essentially evil. 

The keyword here is, of course, ‘essen-
tially’. One of the obvious exceptions to this 
trend was John Locke, who described the 
human mind as a ‘tabula rasa’ (blank slate), 
but his take has been rejected by modern 
science. As one group of cognitive scientists 
describes it in From Mating to Mentality 
(2003), our mind is more like a colouring 
book, or a ‘graffiti-filled wall of a New York 
subway station’ than a blank slate.

In contrast, many contemporary phi-
losophers, both of the so-called analytic 
and continental traditions, seem largely 
to have rejected the very idea of human 
nature. A prominent example is our col-
league Jesse Prinz at the City University of 
New York, who argues forcefully for what is 
referred to as a ‘nurturist’ (as opposed to a 
‘naturist’) position in his book Beyond Hu-
man Nature: How Culture and Experience 
Shape the Human Mind (2012). More re-
cently, Ronnie de Sousa argued that mod-
ern science shows that human nature does 
not exist and, drawing on Jean-Paul Sartre’s 
notion of radical freedom, concluded that 
this favours an existentialist philosophical 
outlook. We beg to differ.

What exactly does science tell us about 
the idea of a human nature? If we take 
evolutionary biology seriously, then we 
certainly should reject any essentialist 
conception of it, such as Aristotle’s. There 
is no immutable, clearly defined ‘essence’ 
that characterises human beings, and only 
them, within the whole animal world. From 
Charles Darwin onward, the scientific con-
sensus has been pretty clear: we are but one 
species among millions on Earth, mem-
bers of a not particularly numerous branch 
of the tree of life, endowed with unusually 
large and structurally complex brains. Our 
particular lineage gave origin to the species 
Homo sapiens at least 300,000 years ago, 
resulting from a long evolutionary period, 
which unfolded over millions of years from 
the point of divergence from our most re-
cent common ancestor with the chimpan-
zees, our closest phylogenetic cousins.

Put that way, it would seem that biology 

does indeed do away with any idea of hu-
man nature: whatever characteristics our 
species possesses are the result of a con-
tinuous process of evolutionary differen-
tiation from other species of primates, and 
there is no reason to believe that such proc-
ess is over, or will be any time soon. More-
over, people are fond of citing the famous 
figure that humans and chimpanzees differ 
‘only’ in about 1-2 per cent of their genomic 
sequence, implying that we are not really as 
special as we’d like to think.

But as Kevin Laland has pointed out 
in his book Darwin’s Unfinished Sympho-
ny: How Culture Made the Human Mind 
(2017), that small percentage translates into 
thousands of structural changes at the ge-
netic level, which in turn can be combined 
to yield millions of ways in which humans 
are distinct from chimpanzees. Just be-
cause the difference is small in percentage, 
it doesn’t mean it is not both very obvious 
and highly consequential.

In light of this, we think that the pic-
ture emerging from evolutionary and de-
velopmental biology is – contrary to the 
widespread opinion among contemporary 
philosophers – one that very much sup-
ports the notion of human nature, just not 
an essentialist one. Human nature is best 
conceived of as a cluster of homeostatic 
properties, ie of traits that are dynamically 
changing and yet sufficiently stable over 
evolutionary time to be statistically clearly 
recognisable. These properties include 
characteristics that are either unique to the 
human species, or so quantitatively dis-
tinct from anything similar found in other 
animals that our version is unquestionably 
and solely human.

Take language, for instance. Plenty of 
other animals (and even plants and bac-
teria) communicate, meaning that they 
exchange signals aimed at improving their 
own or their kin’s survival. But no other liv-
ing species has anything even remotely like 
human language, with its complex gram-
mar and high levels of recursion (where a 
linguistic rule can be applied to the results 
of the application of the very same rule, and 
so on). Other animals, such as octopuses, 
have large, complex brains and nervous 
systems, but no other animal has both the 
size (relative to the body) and especially the 
structural asymmetry and layering of the 
human brain; for instance, its enormously 
developed frontal cortex, which is in charge 
of reward, attention, short-term memory 
tasks, planning and motivation.

The list could go on and on, but the 
basic point is that it is fallacious to state 
that there are no fundamental differences 
between humans and other animals just 
because the boundaries are fuzzy and dy-
namic (over evolutionary time). As Justice 
Potter Stewart said, in a case about pornog-
raphy versus art in 1964: ‘I shall not today 
attempt further to define the kinds of ma-
terial I understand to be embraced within 
that shorthand description; and perhaps I 
could never succeed in intelligibly doing so. 
But I know it when I see it.’ A modern biolo-
gist and a scientifically informed philoso-
pher could say something very much along 
the same lines about human nature. We all 
know it when we see it.

Now, if human nature is real, what are 
the consequences from a philosophical 
perspective? Why should a philosopher, or 
anyone interested in using philosophy as a 
guide to life, care about this otherwise tech-
nical debate? Let’s explore the point by way 
of a brief discussion of two philosophies 
that provide particularly strong defences 
of human nature and that are aligned with 
cognitive science: existentialism and Stoi-
cism.

The temptation to link existentialism 
with the idea of a tabula rasa is understand-
able. At the heart of existentialism is Jean-
Paul Sartre’s idea that ‘existence precedes 
essence’, meaning that we didn’t choose to 
be born, but we’re free to figure out what to 
do about it. Sartre took this very seriously, 
speaking of freedom as a lack – or a gap – 
at the heart of consciousness, and claiming 
that we’re free even when in chains. In one 
of his more radical statements, he wrote: 
‘Never were we freer than under the Ger-
man occupation. We had lost all our rights, 
and first of all our right to speak. They in-

sulted us to our faces … They deported us 
en masse … And because of all this we were 
free.’ It is perhaps not surprising that Sartre 
is frequently mocked for overstating the ex-
tent to which we are free.

Even Simone de Beauvoir thought he 
took it too far, particularly when he told 
her that her seasickness was all in her head. 
In her autobiography The Prime of Life 
(1960), she wrote: ‘If you gave way to tears 
or nerves or seasickness, [Sartre] said, you 
were simply being weak. I, on the other 
hand, claimed that stomach and tear ducts, 
indeed the head itself, were all subject to ir-
resistible forces on occasion.’ 

Although de Beauvoir also accepted 
that existence precedes essence, she was 
more attuned than Sartre to the ways in 
which our ‘facticity’ – the facts of our exist-
ence – influence our lives. For example, we 
can’t choose our bodies or the economic 
and social situations in which we find our-
selves, and often we see other people as 
the immutable banes of our existence. De 
Beauvoir argues that although we’re not 
free from our natural condition, it doesn’t 
define our essence, which is how we cre-
ate ourselves out of our facticity. We don’t 
live only to propagate the species as ani-
mals do; rather, we are beings who look for 
meaning in our lives, and we do it by taking 
risks to overcome ourselves and our situ-
ations. This is human nature: perpetually 
seeking to escape our natural condition, to 
transcend – surpassing the given – towards 
self-chosen, concrete goals. But this isn’t 
at all easy, and is one of the reasons why 
anxiety is a fundamental theme of existen-
tialism. To be human is to live in ambiguity 
because we are forever caught in a tension 
between the facts of our lives and the will 
to overcome them.

Biology might seem to offer a simple 
explanation for some limitations. For ex-
ample, consider the old-school argument 
that women are ‘naturally’ suited for car-
egiving roles. This is both a wrong and a 
harmful way to think about our nature. It’s 
wrong because, as de Beauvoir points out in 
The Second Sex (1949), gestating babies is a 
biological female function, but rearing chil-
dren is a social commitment. And it’s harm-
ful because the assumption that biology 
sets our destiny is oppressive. Historically, 
women have been defined primarily by the 
same biological functions they share with 
other animals, tethered in myths about 
femininity, and robbed of the opportunity 
to transcend.

Natural obstacles provide a different 
sort of limitation. It might be absurd for de 
Beauvoir to persist with sailing if she vomits 
constantly, but giving up on her goals be-
cause of seasickness is stupid, too. Some-
times, we don’t have the power to break 
our chains, and we fail in our projects, but 
resignation is not the answer. To transcend 
is to recognise our resistances and failures, 
and to rebel against them creatively. This 
perspective matters because it emphasises 
that, while there are fixed elements to our 

being, we are not fixed beings, since we are 
(or ought to be) free to choose our projects. 
Neither biology nor natural obstacles limit 
our futures to a great extent, and how we 
live out our human nature will vary because 
we give different meanings to our factici-
ties. An authentic life is about acknowledg-
ing these differences, and stretching our-
selves into an open future. It does not follow 
that this openness is unlimited or uncon-
strained. We are limited, but mostly by our 
own imagination.

For the Stoics, human nature 
circumscribes what humans can 

do, and what they are  
inclined to do

An interesting contrast here is provided 
by a philosophy that is in some respects 
very different, and yet shares surprising 
similarities, with existentialism: ancient 
Greco-Roman Stoicism, which has seen a 
remarkable revival in recent years. The Sto-
ics thought that there are two aspects of hu-
man nature that should be taken as defin-
ing what it means to live a good life: we are 
highly social, and we are capable of reason. 
Therefore, to ‘live according to nature’, as 
they advised us to do, means to apply rea-
son to the improvement of the human po-
lis. In turn, the way to accomplish the latter 
is to improve one’s judgment (the faculty of 
prohairesis, which distinguishes us from 
any other animal species), and to exercise 
the four cardinal virtues of practical wis-
dom, courage, justice and temperance.

At first glance, it might seem that hu-
man nature plays a far more crucial role 
in Stoicism than in existentialism. Indeed, 
it is tempting to accuse the Stoics of com-
mitting an elementary fallacy, to argue for 
a particular way of life by appeal to na-
ture. But Seneca, Epictetus and co were 
excellent logicians, which should make 
us pause before dismissing their philoso-
phy so quickly. On closer examination, it 
is clear that for the Stoics, human nature 
played a similar role to that played by the 
concept of facticity for the existentialists: it 
circumscribes what human beings can do, 
as well as what they are inclined to do. But 
the parameters imposed by our nature are 
rather broad, and the Stoics agreed with 
the existentialists that a worthwhile hu-
man life can be lived by following many 
different paths.

Indeed, Stoic literature even features 
a story similar to the debate between de 
Beauvoir and Sartre on seasickness. It is 
told by the Latin author Aulus Gellius, who 
writes about a Stoic philosopher experienc-
ing a severe storm while on a ship. Gellius 
noticed how the philosopher became pale 
and trembled in the midst of the storm. 
Once things had calmed down, he asked 
the philosopher how come his Stoicism had 
not prepared him better to withstand those 
frightening moments. His response is illu-
minating:

When some terrifying sound occurs, 

either from the sky or from the collapse of 
a building or as the sudden herald of some 
danger, even the wise person’s mind nec-
essarily responds, and is contracted and 
grows pale for a little while, not because 
he opines that something evil is at hand, 
but by certain rapid and unplanned move-
ments antecedent to the office of intel-
lect and reason. Shortly, however, the wise 
person in that situation ‘withholds assent’ 
from those terrifying mental impressions; 
he spurns and rejects them and does not 
think that there is anything in them which 
he should fear.

In other words, just as de Beauvoir ex-
plained to Sartre, the ‘facticity’ of our bi-
ology is here to stay, but we have a choice 
about how to regard it and manage it. And 
that’s what philosophy teaches us.

The Stoics grounded that teaching in an 
approach most famously associated with 
Epictetus, the 2nd-century slave-turned-
teacher who became one of the best-known 
philosophers of antiquity. He developed a 
whole ethics based on the idea that we play 
a multiplicity of roles in life: some of them 
are given (we are all human beings, sons or 
daughters of our parents, and so forth), and 
some are chosen (our careers, whether we 
wish to have children and become parents 
or not). 

How we play these roles is up to us. In 
Book I of the Discourses, Epictetus discusses 
the case of two slaves who react differently 
to the same demeaning situation (having to 
hold their master’s chamber pot while he’s 
relieving himself). What determines the dif-
ference is how the slaves see themselves as 
human beings, a concept not that different 
from the existentialist notion of authentic-
ity. Epictetus concludes the analysis of that 
example by admonishing his students in 
a way that Sartre and de Beauvoir might 
have approved of: ‘Consider at what price 
you sell your integrity; but please, for God’s 
sake, don’t sell it cheap.’

It’s not only modern science that tells us 
that there is such thing as human nature, 
and it’s no coincidence that a number of 
popular modern therapies such as logo-
therapy, rational emotive behaviour thera-
py and cognitive behavioural therapy draw 
on ideas from both existentialism and Stoi-
cism. No philosophy of life – not just exis-
tentialism or Stoicism – could possibly exist 
without it. 

If we were truly tabulae rasae, why 
would we prefer certain things to others? 
What could possibly urge us to seek mean-
ing, to build relationships with other peo-
ple, to strive to improve ourselves and the 
world we live in? We do all that because we 
are a particular kind of intelligent social an-
imal, just as the Stoics thought. And we do 
it within the broad constraints imposed by 
our (biological as well as contingent) factic-
ity, as the existentialists maintained. There 
is no single path to a flourishing human life, 
but there are also many really bad ones. The 
choice is ours, within the limits imposed by 
human nature.

Human Nature Matters
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Karnataka: BJP manifesto promises 
free smartphones, laptops 

BJP MLA from 
Bengaluru 
Assembly seat dies

Fresh thunderstorm, squall warning for 
four states; 124 deaths in two days — MHA 

Witness testifies in rape case against Asaram

Congress dubs BJP manifesto ‘jumla’, ‘pack of lies’

Amendment soon for 
male child sex abuse 
victim — Official

SC reserves verdict on Delhi gang 
rape convicts plea against death

Kasauli woman officer’s 
‘killer’ sent to police remand

Delhi court sends journalist Upendra 
Rai in three-day CBI custody

PTI

Delhi-based journalist Upendra Rai (L) being produced in a CBI court in New Delhi on Friday. 

PTI

Lawyer AP Singh, counsel for Vinay Sharma and Pawan Gupta, speaks 
to the media after Supreme Court reserved its verdict on the plea of 
the two condemned convicts in the sensational December 16, 2012 
gangrape and murder case, in New Delhi on Friday. 

PTI

Union minister and senior BJP leader Prakash Javadekar along with Karnataka BJP President B S 
Yeddyurappa, Jagadish Shettar, Suresh Kumar and other leaders, releases the party’s manifesto for the 
forthcoming ssembly polls in Bengaluru on Friday. 

Bengaluru, May 4 (PTI): 
From farm loan waiver 
and other sops to farm-
ers, freebies like laptops 
for students and smart-
phones for BPL women 
to a commission for cow 
protection, the BJP today 
made a plethora of prom-
ises in its manifesto for the 
Karnataka Assembly polls 
to reach out to various 
sections.

As it seeks to wrest the 
state from the Congress, 
the BJP said INR 1.5 lakh 
crore will be spent on ir-
rigation projects and farm 
loans of up to INR 1 lakh 
borrowed from nation-
alised and cooperative 
banks will be waived if it is 
voted to power.

The manifesto, un-
veiled by Karnataka BJP 
president and its chief 
ministerial candidate B S 
Yeddyurappa, says a ‘white 
paper’ will be brought out 
on the state’s financial 
health under the Congress 
rule after the BJP forms a 
government.

The manifesto said 
a Rs 5,000 crore ‘Raitha 
Bandhu Market Inter-
vention Fund’ would be 
launched to cushion farm-
ers against the effects of 
price fluctuations.

It said farmers would 
be sent to countries like Is-
rael and China every year 
to study best practices in 
agriculture.

The manifesto said Rs 
25,000 and 3 gm of gold 
will be provided to brides 
of families living Below 
Poverty Line (BPL) at the 
time of marriage under the 
‘Vivaha Mangala’ scheme.

Targeting the vast con-
stituency of women, the 

party promised sanitary 
napkins for BPL women 
at Re 1 under the ‘Stree 
Suvidha’ Scheme.

It said 300 ‘Mukhya 
Mantri Annapoorna Can-
teens’ would be opened 
to provide meals at afford-
able price. The state’s Con-
gress government already 
runs Indira Canteens-- a 
chain of fast-food joints-- 
in several places.

The BJP, which has 
made alleged corruption 
under the Siddaramaiah 
government a major elec-
toral plank, promised to 
restore the efficacy of the 
office of Lokayukta, the 
anti- corruption ombuds-
man.

The party has often 
accused the Siddaramai-
ah government of hav-
ing weakened the anti-
corruption watchdog and 
diminished its importance 
by bringing it under the 
anti-corruption bureau. 
It claims the ACB is being 
used by the Congress gov-
ernment as a tool to target 

its opponents.
There will be a 24x7 

anti-corruption helpline 
directly under the chief 
minister’s office to enable 
people to report instances 
of corruption, the mani-
festo said.

The “Gau Seva Ayog”, 
disbanded by the Con-
gress government, will 
be revived, the manifesto 
said.

The BJP government 
had formed a commission 
for protection and con-
servation of cow and its 
progeny in 2012, but it was 
scrapped by the Siddara-
maiah government, which 
entrusted the task to the 
Animal Welfare Board.

The manifesto said the 
BJP government would 
launch ‘Gobar-dhana Yo-
jane’ to help farmers mon-
etise cow dung.

The BJP will launch 
‘Mukhya Mantri Laptop 
Yojane’ under which every 
student enrolling in a col-
lege will be given a lap-
top free of cost. Similarly, 

women of BPL families 
will get free smart phones 
under ‘Mukhyamantri 
Smart Phone Yojane’.

The manifesto said the 
BJP government would 
take steps for making 
Bengaluru, the IT hub of 
the country, a world class 
“zero garbage” city.

Bengaluru got the un-
enviable moniker of “gar-
bage city” during the last 
few years, with both BJP 
and the ruling Congress 
blaming each other for the 
civic mess.

BJP MP Shobha Kara-
ndlaje said the manifesto 
was a “vision document” 
which reflected people’s 
aspirations and expecta-
tions.

Over three lakh com-
mon people as also ex-
perts were consulted and 
their views incorporated 
in the manifesto, she said.

Polling for 223 seats of 
the 224-member Assem-
bly will be held on May 12 
and counting of votes will 
be taken up on May 15.

Bharatiya Janata Party 
legislator from the Jayan-
agar assembly segment, 
B.N. Vijaya Kumar, died 
here early on Friday, a 
party official said. He was 
60.

The two-time lawmak-
er was in the fray from the 
same constituency for the 
May 12 Karnataka Assem-
bly elections.

“Vijaya Kumar was ad-
mitted into a nearby hos-
pital after he collapsed on 
Thursday evening follow-
ing a cardiac arrest while 
campaigning in his con-
stituency,” the official told 
IANS.

He died at the state-
run hospital after efforts to 
revive him failed, a doctor 
said.

The party’s state unit 
chief B.S. Yeddyurappa 
mourned the death. “I am 
deeply pained at the un-
timely demise of my friend 
and party stalwart Vijaya 
Kumar...,” Yeddyurappa 
tweeted.

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah also expressed his 
condolences over Kumar’s 
demise. “..I express my 
condolences to his family 
and loved ones. Vijaya Ku-
mar was a sincere and hard 
working political leader,” 
he tweeted.

The Election Commis-
sion was likely to counter-
mand the poll in Jayanagar 
Assembly seat on account 
of Kumar’s death as a can-
didate in the fray.

New Delhi, May 4 (PTI): A 
fresh warning about thun-
derstorm and squall hit-
ting West Bengal, Odisha, 
Bihar and Uttar Pradesh 
today has been issued, the 
home ministry said, and 
noted that 124 people were 
killed while more than 300 
injured in five states due to 
thunderstorm and light-
ning in the last two days.

The maximum casu-
alty was reported in Uttar 
Pradesh where 73 people 
were killed, while 91 oth-
ers were injured. Most of 
the deaths and injuries in 
the state took place in Agra 
region, a home ministry 
spokesperson said.

In Rajasthan, altogether 
35 people were killed and 
206 injured, while eight 
people were killed in Tel-
angana, six in Uttarakhand 
and two in Punjab. Nearly 
100 people were injured in 
Telangana, Uttarakhand 
and Punjab.

The home ministry 
spokesperson said a fresh 
warning has been issued 
about possible thunder-
storms accompanied with 
squall which may hit four 
states --- West Bengal, 
Odisha, Bihar and Uttar 
Pradesh -- today.

Thunderstorm accom-
panied with squall are very 
likely at isolated places over 
Assam and Meghalaya, 
Nagaland, Manipur, Mizo-
ram, Tripura.

Isolated places in 
Jammu and Kashmir, 
Himachal Pradesh, Utta-
rakhand, Haryana, Chan-
digarh and Delhi, Punjab, 
Bihar, Jharkhand, Sikkim, 
Odisha, northwest Mad-
hya Pradesh, Telangana, 
Rayalaseema, north coastal 
Andhra Pradesh, interior 
Tamil Nadu and Kerala are 
very likely to experience 
thunderstorm along with 
gusty winds.

Heavy rains are very 

likely at isolated places 
over Tamil Nadu and 
Kerala, while dust storm 
and thunderstorm very 
likely at isolated places 
over Rajasthan. The home 
ministry has also issued 
an advisory for tomorrow 
saying thunderstorm ac-
companied with squall are 
very likely at isolated places 
in Uttarakhand, Assam and 
Meghalaya, Nagaland, Ma-
nipur, Mizoram, Tripura, 
Sub Himalayan West Ben-
gal and Sikkim.

Thunderstorm accom-
panied with gusty winds 
are very likely to occur at 
isolated places in Jammu 
and Kashmir, Himach-
al Pradesh, Punjab and 
gangetic West Bengal. 

Heavy rains are very 
likely at isolated places in 
Assam, Meghalaya and 
Tripura. Dust storms are 
very likely at isolated places 
in Rajasthan, an official 
said.

Gandhinagar, May 4 (IANS): A witness 
testified in a Sessions court here on Friday 
in a rape case in which the now-convicted 
self-styled godman Asaram and his son are 
accused, informed sources said.

Asaram and his son Narayan Sai are 
accused of rape by two sisters from Surat 
in Gujarat. While the elder sister accused 
Asaram of sexual assault several times at 
his Motera ashram in Ahmedabad be-
tween 1997 and 2006, her younger sister 
levelled similar charges against Sai. 

Asaram, who is lodged in a Jodhpur jail, 
attended the Gandhinagar court hearing 
through video-conferencing.

Till date, more than two dozen wit-
nesses have got recorded their statements 
in court while a few others are still to do so. 
The court proceedings are held in-camera 
due to security considerations vis-a-vis the 
witnesses.  Even as Asaram and his son are 
in jail, six witnesses have been attacked 

and two of them killed allegedly by the 
godman’s followers.

Charges against Asaram in the rape 
case, which was transferred from Surat 
to Gandhinagar, were framed in March 
2016. The Gujarat Police had included 
the names of Asaram’s wife Lakshmi and 
daughter Bharti in the chargesheet. 

Four other women were named for 
helping him in the alleged crime.

On April 25, a Special Court in Jodhpur 
convicted Asaram for raping a minor girl 
at his ashram in Rajasthan in 2013 and 
sentenced him to a prison term for life till 
his natural death. 

The Supreme Court had adjourned 
Asaram’s bail application in April and 
pulled up the Gujarat Police for its tardy 
investigations and said evidence must be 
recorded in the case within five weeks. The 
apex court has refused Asaram’s bail plea 
several times.

Bengaluru, May 4 (IANS): 
The Congress party on Fri-
day dubbed the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) mani-
festo for May 12 Karna-
taka Assembly election 
a “jumla” (fake promise) 
and a “pack of lies”.

“What is the guarantee 
the BJP will implement its 
promise of waiving farm-
er’s loans up to Rs 1 lakh? 
We are aware that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
has not fulfilled several of 
his promises made during 
2014 Lok Sabha elections.

 This promise in the 
manifesto will be another 
‘jumla’,” state Congress 
chief G. Parameshwara 
told reporters here.

The BJP’s 60-page 

manifesto unveiled here 
on Friday proposed to 
waive all farmers’ loans 
up to INR 1 lakh from na-
tionalised and coopera-
tive banks in the very first 
Cabinet meeting after the 
swearing-in of the new 
government, among other 
promises like free laptops 
to college students and 
free smartphones to poor 
women. Congress Presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi, who 
is on a two-day tour to the 
poll-bound state, took to 
Twitter to rate BJP’s mani-
festo, giving it one out of 
five points.

“New Book Review: 
The BJP Karnataka Mani-
festo, inspired by (Prime 
Minister) Narendra Modi, 

is a poorly crafted fantasy 
built around a weak plot, 
that has nothing unique 
to offer to voters. 

If  you’ve read the 
Congress  manifesto, 
don’t waste your time on 
this one. Rating: 1/5 Rec-
ommendation: Avoid,” 
mocked Gandhi.

Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah said the BJP’s 
manifesto “copied” the 
ruling Congress’ exist-
ing schemes like Indira 
Canteen.

The BJP in its manifes-
to said it would build over 
300 “Annapoorna Can-
teens” across the state, 
with three in each of the 
30 district headquarters 
and one in each sub-dis-

trict (taluka) headquar-
ters, to provide affordable 
meals to all.

“Why weren’t these 
Annapoorna Canteens 
made during the previous 
BJP government’s tenure 
(2008-11)?” Siddaramaiah 
tweeted.

The BJP failed to meet 
over 90 per cent of the 
promises it made in its 
manifesto for the 2008 As-
sembly election and has 
again put forth a similar 
“pack of lies”, the Chief 
Minister said. 

The BJP came to pow-
er on its own for the first 
time in 2008 but lost to 
the ruling Congress after 
five years in the May 2013 
assembly election.

New Delhi, May 4 (IANS): 
The Women and Child 
Development Ministry is 
working on bringing an 
amendment in the law to 
provide for male child sex 
abuse victim, an official 
said on Friday.

“Protection of Children 
from Sexual Offences (Poc-
so) Act has always strived 
to develop gender-neutral 
laws. But yes, we are work-
ing on bringing amend-
ment for the male child 
victims of sexual abuse and 
it will be soon introduced 
in the act,” Women and 
Child Development Secre-
tary Rakesh Srivastava said.

The step comes soon 
after Woman and Child 
Development Minister 
Maneka Gandhi recently 
supported a petition on 
Change.org by film-maker-
activist Insia Dariwala, who 
said, “male child sexual 
abuse is an ignored reality 
in India”.

Change.org stated that 
Maneka Gandhi, to whom 
the petition was addressed, 
had replied to the plea 
through “Decision Maker” 
response. “There shall be 
no tolerance of any form 
of sexual violence against 
children and all criminals 
will be dealt with severe 
action. My Ministry has al-
ways taken proactive steps 
to address different issues 
concerning child safety. 

Another much-ne-
glected sphere of child 
sexual abuse is male sur-
vivors,” she said in a letter 
to Change.

New Delhi, May 4 (IANS): 
The Supreme Court on 
Friday reserved its order 
on the plea of two of the 
four death row convicts 
seeking a review of the 
top court 2017 judgment 
upholding their death 
sentence in the Decem-
ber 16 Delhi gang rape 
case which shook the 
nation.

A bench of Chief Jus-
tice Dipak Misra, Justice 
R. Banumathi and Justice 
Ashok Bhushan reserved 
the order after hearing ar-

guments on behalf of the 
convicts Vinay Sharma 
and Pawan Gupta.

The counsel appear-
ing for the two told the 
bench that police had 
implicated “innocent” 
persons when they failed 
to arrest the real culprits.

He said the death 
penalty is not the solu-
tion and goes against 
the principle of non-vi-
olence.

The counsel defended 
the convicts, saying they 
were not habitual offend-

Shimla/Kasauli, May 4 (IANS): A 
court in Kasauli of Himachal Pradesh 
on Friday sent a hotelier to a five-day 
police remand for allegedly shoot-
ing down a woman town planner 
executing a Supreme Court-ordered 
demolition drive.

“Accused Vijay Singh was taken 
to the crime spot and the licensed 
pistol he had used to commit the 
crime has also been recovered,” act-
ing Superintendent of Police Shiv 
Kumar told reporters. The accused 
was arrested from Mathura in Uttar 
Pradesh on Thursday evening -- two 
days after the crime.

On May 1, Assistant Town Plan-
ner Shaila Bala Sharma, 51, was shot 
dead by Narayani Guest House own-
er Vijay Singh during the demolition 
drive in Kasauli town in Solan dis-
trict. Police officials said the accused, 
who was not using his mobile phone 
since the murder, had shaved off his 
moustache to conceal his identity. 
He was using mobile of strangers to 
establish contact with his family.

Vijay Singh shot dead the offi-
cial when she insisted on executing 
the apex court order to demolish ille-

gal constructions at his guest house.
After shooting the official, Vijay 

Singh, a Himachal Pradesh State 
Electricity Board employee who 
was on leave for three weeks, disap-
peared into a nearby forest from 
where he managed to flee in the 
night. Admitting negligence on the 
first day of demolition of 13 illegal 
constructions at hotels and resorts, 
Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur said: 
“There should be adequate deploy-
ment of police at the demolition site. 
The police at the time of crime was 
stationed in a nearby hotel.”

But the demolitions would con-
tinue, he added.

Earlier, Thakur said illegal con-
structions in Kasauli and other areas 
were carried out during the previous 
Congress government in the state.

On Thursday, the apex court 
ordered the Himachal government 
to file an affidavit by May 9, detailing 
the progress in the murder probe.

A bench headed by Justice 
Madan B. Lokur said the affidavit 
should contain details of action tak-
en to demolish illegal constructions 
and steps to prevent unauthorised 

constructions in future.
Taking suo motu cognisance 

of the official’s killing, the Supreme 
Court had on Wednesday pulled up 
the state authorities for failure to en-
sure the safety of officers implement-
ing its orders. The apex court had on 
April 17 ordered the demolition of 
illegal constructions, saying the life 
of people could not be endangered 
for making money.

After the apex court rap over 
negligence in handling of the demo-
litions, the government transferred 
Solan Superintendent of Police Mo-
hit Chawla and his deputy Ramesh 
Sharma to police headquarters.

Additional Superintendent of 
Police Shiv Kumar was given the 
additional charge of the Superin-
tendent of Police, while Ajay Rana 
has been made the new Deputy 
Superintendent of Police.

The government also decided 
to confer Himachal Gaurav Purskar 
on the deceased town planner and 
announced an ex-gratia of Rs 5 lakh 
to her family who would be entitled 
for salary for her remaining service 
period.

New Delhi, May 4 (PTI): 
A Delhi court today sent 
journalist Upendra Rai, 
arrested for his alleged 
involvement in dubious 
financial transactions, 
to CBI custody for three 
days. 

Special CBI Judge San-
tosh Snehi Mann remand-
ed Rai to police custody 
after the agency said a 
large number incriminat-
ing material were recov-
ered during the probe and 
he has not been cooperat-
ing in the investigation.

CBI Public Prosecutor 
Manoj Shukla had sought 
seven-day custody of the 
accused.

Rai’s counsel said he 
was was neither hiding, 
nor running away and his 
custody was not required 
to complete the probe. 

He said he has not 
tampered with the evi-
dence and there was no 
allegation that he has 
tried to influence any wit-
ness.

Earlier in the day, the 
Supreme Court had re-
fused to interfere with his 
arrest, saying it has not 
gone through the applica-
tion filed by Rai seeking 
protection.

The CBI had yester-
day arrested the Delhi-
based scribe for allegedly 
indulging in dubious fi-
nancial transactions and 
getting an airport access 
pass made by the Bureau 
of Civil Aviation Security 
(BCAS) by furnishing false 
information.

Rai has claimed he 
has been framed in the 
case as he has been writ-
ing against an ED officer 

who was part of the team 
probing the 2G spectrum 
allocation scam case.

Rai was questioned at 
the agency headquarters 
along with two others for 
the entire day before be-
ing arrested yesterday, 
officials had said.

Prasun Roy, chief se-
curity officer of Air One 
Aviation Pvt Ltd, was also 
booked by the CBI in the 
case, they had said. 

The probe agency had 
carried out searches at 
eight locations in Luc-
know, Noida, Delhi and 
Mumbai.

In its FIR, the agen-
cy has alleged that go-
ing by the value of the 
transactions of over INR 
1 lakh during 2017, Rai’s 
accounts received INR 
79 crore while INR 78.51 
crore was debited from it 
during the same period.

ers and have no criminal 
history.

 Even the habitual of-
fenders had reformed 
earlier, he added.

The top court by its 
May 5, 2017 verdict up-
held the death sentence 
of Mukesh Singh, Pawan 
Gupta, Vinay Sharma and 
Akshay Thakur.

It had earlier reserved 
its verdict on the review 
petition filed by Mukesh. 
Akshay has not filed a 
review petition yet.

The four were con-
victed of raping and as-
saulting a 23-year-old 
paramedical student in-
side a moving bus on 
December 16, 2012 which 
led to her death due to 
internal injuries 13 days 
later in a Singapore hos-
pital.

The rapists, six in all, 
pounced on the young 
woman who had boarded 
the bus with her male 
friend to go home after 
watching a movie.

After committing the 
crime, they dumped both 
on a roadside. Some pas-
sersby alerted the police. 
The sheer brutality of 
the crime led to nation-
wide revulsion and street 
protests.A fifth accused, 
Ram Singh, committed 
suicide in the Tihar Cen-
tral Jail here. 

The sixth, a minor, ac-
cused of ripping apart the 
woman’s intestines, was 
sent to a correction home 
and has been released af-
ter serving his probation 
period.
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China a ‘cast-iron proof ’ of success of Marxism — Xi 

UN Council chief calls for action on Rohingya refugees

Gunmen attack 
mourners in 
Bangladesh, 
kill five

Trump says date, venue for 
landmark summit with Kim decided

Abbas apologizes for comments on Jews 

Beijing, May 4 (PTI): 
President Xi Jinping to-
day defended as “totally 
correct” the ruling Com-
munist Party’s adherence 
to Karl Marx’s theory of 
socialism for 97 years, 
saying it has profoundly 
changed China from the 
“sick man of Asia” to the 
second-largest economy 
of the world.

Marxism has strong 
influence in China where 
students begin learning 
the theories of Marx and 
Lenin in middle school.

China, the world’s 
second-largest economy 
after the US, has seen 
decades of market-driv-
en growth. Marxism had 
pointed out the direc-
tion forward, offering a 
brand-new choice for the 
Chinese people in their 
struggle to survive, and 
setting the scene for the 
birth of the CPC, Xi said.

Since the CPC’s birth, 
it has combined the fun-
damental principles of 
Marxism with the reality 
of Chinese revolution and 
construction, transform-
ing the Chinese nation 
from “the sick man of 
East Asia” to the one who 
has stood up by uniting 
and leading the people 
through the long-term 
struggle, he said 

Founded in 1921, the 
CPC headed by Mao Ze-
dong came to power after 
a prolonged violent na-
tional liberation struggle 
in 1949 and remained in 
power since then in a one-
party state.

Mahmoud Abbas

PTI

Chinese President Xi Jinping speaks at an event to mark the bicentennial of Marx’s birth held at the Great 
Hall of the People in Beijing Friday, May 4, 2018.

PTI

Donald Trump tells reporters a time and place for his meeting with 
North Korea’s Kim Jong Un has been set and will be announced soon, 
as he leaves for Dallas , in Washington, Friday, May 4, 2018.

Since the advent of 
Mao and the CPC, the 
theories of socialism and 
communism propounded 
by Marx underwent rapid 
changes with radical ideo-
logical differences lead-
ing to a deep split in the 
international Commu-
nist movement including 
India.

Skirting the deep di-
visions prevailing in the 
international Communist 
movement for the last 
several decades, Xi who 
headed the CPC ideo-
logical school for several 
years before he became 
the most powerful leader 
of China, said the rever-
berations of the Octo-
ber Revolution in Russia 

brought Marxism-Lenin-
ism to China.

In his speech in de-
fence of Marxism, Xi 
spoke of China’s reform 
and opening up, while 
sticking to its ideological 
fundamentals evolving 
socialism with Chinese 
characteristics evolved 
by Mao’s successor Deng 
Xiaoping. The CPC has 
combined the fundamen-
tal principles of Marxism 
with the reality of China’s 
reform and opening up, 
and the nation who stood 
up has grown rich, Xi said.

In the new era, the 
CPC again combined the 
fundamental principles 
of Marxism with the real-
ity of China, uniting and 

leading the people in “un-
dertaking the great strug-
gle, building the great 
project, advancing the 
great cause and realising 
the great dream”, he said.

As a mark of its respect 
for Marx, China sent his 
giant statue to be erected 
in his birthplace Trier in 
Germany to celebrate his 
200th birth anniversary.

Xi said Marx is the 
“teacher of revolution for 
the proletariat and work-
ing people all over the 
world, the main founder 
of Marxism, creator of 
Marxist parties, a path-
finder for international 
communism and the 
greatest thinker of mod-
ern times”.

United Nations, May 4 (IANS): Am-
bassador Joanna Wronecka of Po-
land, UN Security Council president 
for May, has said that the world body 
must act when Rohingya refugees are 
suffering.

She made the remarks on Thurs-
day here after visiting Myanmar Ro-
hingya refugee camps in Bangladesh 
earlier this week, Xinhua news agency 
reported.

“So, when you see the people suf-
fering we have to act,” she told report-
ers at the UN headquarters during 
a monthly briefing on the council’s 
program of work. “The main question 
is how to help.”

Wronecka said the Security Coun-
cil would meet on May 14 for a formal 
briefing on the situation.

She said it was possible the panel 
“may adopt a PRST” (it carries the 
weight of international law), since 
“we are united, definitely committed 
to doing something...”

The Monsoon has already started 
and have caused flooding in some 
areas, threatening the spread of dis-
ease and impeding the distribution 
of humanitarian aid.

“I had the chance to speak espe-
cially to women because they are the 
most affected with the children...,” 
said a visibly moved Wronecka. 

“But the refugees cannot stay for 
ever. It was obvious. So the question 
is how to help them return to their 
place of origin.”

The Warsaw envoy said members 
of the panel of 15 then met with My-
anmar State Councilor Aung Sang Su 
Kyi.  Bangladesh and Myanmar had 
signed an agreement on the return 
of refugees. 

She particularly singled out the 
UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) and 
the International Organization for 
Migration (IOM). 

More than 670,000 ethnic Muslim 
Rohingya have fled northern Rakhine 
State since August 25, 2017. 

Dhaka, May 4 (IANS): 
G u n m e n  a t t a c k e d 
mourners on Friday at a 
funeral in Bangladesh’s 
southeastern Chittagong 
killing five people and 
injuring six others.

The victims were at-
tending the funeral for 
a slain local chairman 
when gunshots rang out 
at around 12.20 p.m., 
Xinhua news agency re-
ported. Alamgir Kabir, the 
Superintendent of Police 
in Rangamati where the 
incident happened, told 
the media that unknown 
attackers opened fire on 
the mourners, leaving 
four dead on the spot. 

Another person who 
was seriously injured died 
at a hospital, he said.

No one has claimed 
responsibility for the at-
tack.

Washington, May 4 (PTI): 
US President Donald 
Trump today said the date 
and venue for his land-
mark summit with North 
Korea’s supreme leadr 
Kim Jong Un have been 
decided and told report-
ers to “stay tuned”.

Trump had agreed to 
meet Kim Jong Un by May, 
the White House had an-
nounced in March, setting 
the stage for an unprec-
edented summit between 
the two leaders following 
months of tension over 
Pyongyang’s nuclear and 
missile programme.

The White House had 
said Trump was ready 
to meet Kim by May at a 
time and location yet to 
be determined.

“We now have a date 
and we have a location, 
we’ll be announcing it 
soon,” Trump said during 
a brief interaction with 

reporters at White House 
before leaving on a trip 
to Texas.

The United States is 
having substantive talks 
with the North Koreans, 
Trump said.

“We’re having very 
substantive talks with 
North Korea and a lot of 
things have already hap-
pened with regard to the 
hostages. I think you’re 
going to be seeing very 

good things,” Trump said 
in response to a ques-
tion.

The announcement 
for the summit -- the first 
ever between leaders of 
the two countries -- was 
made after months of ten-
sion between the two na-
tions.

Trump himself had 
confirmed the meet-
ing in a tweet, but said 
that the US sanctions 
on North Korea would 
remain in place until a 
denuclearisation deal 
was achieved.

Last month Trump 
had said he hoped that we 
would be able to deal in a 
“very open and honour-
able fashion” with North 
Korea.

 “I started a process, 
and when I did every-
body thought I was doing 
it absolutely wrong,” he 
had said.

Ramallah, May 4 (IANS): 
Palestinian Authority 
President Mahmoud Ab-
bas on Friday offered 
an apology for his claim 
that European Jews were 
persecuted through his-
tory for being money-
lenders rather than for 
their faith.

“If people were of-
fended by my statement 
in front of the Palestinian 
National Council, espe-
cially people of the Jew-
ish faith...,” Abbas said in 
a statement issued by his 
office in Ramallah after a 
four-day meeting of the 
PNC when he made the 
remarks.

“I apologize to them. 
I would like to assure 
everyone that it was not 
my intention to do so, 
and to reiterate my full 
respect for the Jewish 
faith as well as other 
monotheistic faiths.”

The statement de-
plored anti-Semitism 
and called the Holocaust 
the “most heinous crime 
in history”.

“Likewise, we con-
demn anti-Semitism in 
all its forms and confirm 
our commitment to the 
two-state solution and to 
live side by side in peace 
and security,” he said, 
referring to a possible 
resolution of the conflict 
between Israel and the 
Palestinians.

The apology came 

after Jewish leaders and 
diplomats as well as the 
European Union strong-
ly criticized Abbas for his 
remarks to the PNC - the 
de facto parliament of 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation.

Abbas, 82, was re-
elected as chairman 
of the PLO’s Executive 
Committee on Friday.
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Local musicians Mele Pucho, Alobo Naga, Virie, Sanen and Mengu Suokhrie at the launch of the Musicians Guild at the Symphony Cafe in 
Kohima on May 4.

Film Academy expels Cosby, Polanski
The Board of Governors of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences has voted 
to expel actor Bill Cosby and director Roman Polanski from its membership ranks. The 
decision to remove Cosby and Polanski from the membership was made on Tuesday 
at a scheduled board meeting, reports variety.com. The move comes a week after 
Cosby was convicted of three counts of aggravated indecent assault brought against 
him by Andrea Constand. Cosby has been accused of sexual assault by as many as 60 
women, a few of which testified at the hearing. Polanski’s attorney Harland Braun said 
the director was not afforded an opportunity to defend himself to the Academy, which 
he says is at odds with the process outlined in Academy’s new code of conduct. How-
ever, there is a provision allowing the board to act whether that process is followed or 
not. (IANS)

Musicians Guild 
launched in Kohima

What happened at National Film Awards 
was unfortunate, avoidable — Shatrughan

Britney Spears, beau 
growing ‘stronger together’

Kanye West accused of 
stealing fashion sketches

George Harrison’s first 
electric gauitar up for auction

Katona furious 
on not being 
called for 
band’s reunion

T
he Musicians Guild and 
Kini tour of Alobo Naga, 
icon of northeast India 
was launched at Sym-
phony Cafe in Kohima 

on May 4 Friday. 
Musicians Guild is 

formed by a group of 
young musicians with 
the primary objective to promote 
local musicians in the state. 

Mele Pucho highlighted how 
the musicians in the state have 
struggled over the years to promote 
music, and how in the last few 
years, many musicians have given 
up because of no proper platform 
and sponsorship for the musicians. 
He said the Musicians Guild will 
in their little ways try to promote 
local musicians to showcase their 
talents. 

The Dash Show is part of the 
Musicians Guild, which is also a 
first event. It was informed that 
many shows would be coming up 

in the days to come. 
In the upcoming event, musi-

cians will be given a platform to 
perform and promote their talents. 

Similar shows will be held 

on second Saturday in every two 
months.

Kicking off his second album, 
Kini tour, Alobo Naga performed 
original songs. In the first phase, 
he has covered Diphu, Delhi, 
Mumbai, Pune, Senapati, Imphal, 
Churachapur, Ukhrul, Siliguri, 
Gangtok, Thimphu, Bhutan, Bang-
ladesh , Kuwait. After the show in 
the Kohima, Alobo Naga is leaving 
to perform in Lucknow on May 9 
and the 11th, Goa on May 14 and 
Mumbai May 17 to end the first 
phase of Kini tour. 

Alobo has to his credit, winner 
of Best Song , Best English song 

and Best artist from northeast of 
India at the recent Artist Aloud 
Music Award, the biggest inde-
pendent music award in India. He 
is also the winner of Best Indian 

Act at MTV European 
Music Award 2012 and 
a recipient of governor’s 
Award  for excellence in 

music 2015. 
Alobo Naga  is also said to be 

the artist with the highest shows 
in a year in India since 2015-2017 
doing more than 600 shows across 
the world. 

Naga is also the Ambassador 
for Swacch Bharat for Nagaland 
appointed by the Prime Minister of 
India. He also composed and sang 
for a song for Bollywood movie 
“October” starring Varun Dhawan 
which was released two weeks 
back.

The show was hosted by Melen-
dez Pucho and Mengu Suokhrie. 

Our Correspondent 

S
hatrughan Sinha has the 
unique advantage of be-
ing common to both cin-
ema and politics. There-
fore, he shares the distress 

of the National Film Award winners 
who boycotted the function due to 
the limited presence of President 
Ram Nath Kovind.

Sinha said: “What happened is 
very unfortunate and totally avoid-
able. I know the President person-
ally. He used to be the Governor of 
Bihar and a fine human being. I am 
sure he didn’t mean to hurt any-
one’s sentiments. Unfortunately, 
because of some miscommunica-
tion, lots of sentiments were hurt.

“This should not happen. The 
artistes of our country are the pride 
of the nation. You can’t invite them 
to receive the President’s Award 
and then have them receiving the 
award from someone else’s hands.”

Not that Shatrughan has any 
misgivings about Information and 
Broadcasting Minister Smriti Irani 
giving out the National Awards.

“She is a worthy member of 
the BJP. However, these are the 
President’s Awards. They cannot be 
given by anyone but the President. 
And then some of the supposedly 

more special award recipients were 
handpicked for the President to 
personally give the awards. “With 
due respect to the 10-11 specially-
chosen recipients, every recipient 
of the National Award is equally 
special. It’s like you invite guests for 
dinner and serve two kinds of food 
to two sections of the invitees.”

While placing no blame on the 
President, he wonders why the 
President couldn’t spare ample 

time to give the awards to every-
one. 

“Every President, including 
the lady Pratibha Patil, has pa-
tiently given the award to each 
and every winner. Why this break 
from tradition? And what pressing 
engagement could possibly call the 
President away from the glorious 
task of honouring the best artistes 
of our country?”

IANS

S
inger Britney Spears, who shared 
on social media a workout video 
of herself along with beau Sam 
Asghari, says they are growing 
“stronger together”.

The pop star, 36, shared the workout 
video on Instagram on Thursday, reports 
people.com

“Stronger together. Sam Asghari,” 
Spears wrote in the caption as the video be-
gan with the star doing suspended sit-ups 
with her legs wrapped around Asghari’s 
waist.

Spears continued with her work-
out as she held a plank over Asghari’s 
body and did leg lifts with her model 
beau’s assistance.

In the next sequence, Asghari did 
push-ups with Spears holding on 
to his legs as feet rested on his back 
so she also worked her core with 
another plank position.

Asghari showed off his impres-
sive strength as he bench-pressed 
the singer. He followed that with sit-
ups of his own as Spears rewarded 
with Asghari kisses and 
smiles.

In a final 
workout rou-
tine, Spears 
success-
fully held a 
handstand 
as she 
rested 
her feet 
against a 
wall-to-
floor 
length 
mirror.

IANS

R
apper Kanye West 
has been accused 
of stealing fashion 
sketches from a 
former designer of 

the brand Nike.
West, 40, has been accused 

of stealing a design blueprint 
and calling it his own when in 

actuality it 
appeared 

to be an 
original 
sketch 
by 

former 
Nike 

design-
er Tony 
Spack-

man, 

who currently serves as design 
director of Givenchy, reports 
people.com.

It all started when West 
tweeted the sketch on April 30 
with the caption, “This is where 
a YEEZY study for base layer 
starts. I’m so excited about 
our new design team. Yeezy is 
no longer a fashion company 
we should be referred to as 
apparel or clothing or simply 
YEEZY.”

West’s tweet caught the 
attention of Spackman who 
posted on his Instagram Stories 
a comparison of his sketches 
and West’s which appeared to 
be identical.

“When Kanye rips your 
10-year-old Nike sketch and 
claims it,” he claimed, adding 
that West had photoshopped 
out the title and the date.

Spackman later clarified 
that the image, which remains 
on his website, was actually 13 
years old, which was “unlucky 
for some”.

Spackman’s design was 
from 2005 for a Nike col-

lection called “Nike 
React,” a running col-
lection grounded in 
freedom of move-
ment and human 
comfort, according 
to Diet Prada, an 
Instagram account 
that keeps track of 
brands “knocking 
each other off”.

IANS

T
he first electric guitar 
owned by George Harrison 
will be auctioned on May 
19, with an expected value 
of between $200,000 and 

$300,000.
Auctioneers Juliens will conduct 

the sale as part of a rock memorabilia 
sale at the Hard Rock Cafe in New York 
City.

“Harrison played the Hoffner Club 
40 when the Beatles played around 
Liverpool, England, as The Quarry-
men,” Juliens said on Instagram. “Har-
rison traded his acoustic guitar for the 
electric model with Ray Ennis, who 
was a member of the Swinging Blue 
Jeans. Harrison donated it to a band 
competition in 1965 and it was won 
by a member of a German band who 
died in 2017. His widow is putting it up 
for auction.”

A 1965 Fender Telecaster owned 
by the Band’s Robbie Robertson -- and 
played by Harrison, Eric Clapton and 
Bob Dylan -- is also up for auction. It’s 

estimated to sell for between $400,000 
and $600,000.

A record label called HariSongs, 
devoted to Harrison’s archive of 
Indian and world music, also recently 
launched with the release of two 
out-of-print titles, Chants of India and 
Ravi Shankar and Ali Akbar Khan’s Live 
In Concert 1972.

“In 1966, through the grace of 
God, my life was blessed and en-
hanced from the sudden desire to 
investigate the classical music of 
India,” Harrison said in 1973 (via 
AXS). “Although intellectually, I could 
not comprehend it – the music made 
more sense to me than anything I 
had heard in my life. When I read Ravi 
saying he felt he had only started, I 
was overwhelmed, humbled and en-
couraged to try and understand the 
music and the man much more. … I 
hope this music may help a little, to 
nurture the wealth of the West. God 
only knows.”

Ultimateclassicrock

S
inger Kerry Katona 
has lashed out at 
former bandmates 
of “Atomic Kitten” 
after they an-

nounced 20th anniversary 
shows without her.

She ended up at war 
with former Atomic Kitten 
bandmate Natasha Hamil-
ton, after she had claimed 
that she was ‘underhand 
and sly’.

And it seems that Kato-
na, 37, is still angry that she 
was kicked out of the pop 
trio following their reun-
ion in 2016, as she vented 
her frustrations out on 
Instagram on Wednesday, 
reports dailymail.co.uk.

Sharing the poster for 
Atomic Kitten’s upcoming 
20th anniversary tour on 
her social media, Katona 
wrote: “Atomic kitten cel-
ebrating their 20th anni-
versary and I’ve not been 
invited! I’m soooo upset.”

She continued: “Abso-
lutely gutted the founder 
member is not allowed to 
go to her own band and the 
girls don’t want me there!

“And I still don’t know 
what it is I’ve done to upset 
them so much! Oh well... 
hope you have a great anni-
versary Natasha Hamilton, 
Liz McClarnon stay blessed 
ladies.”

IANS

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

11 am, 5 pm: Avengers: Infinity 
War (Eng) 3D
2 pm, 8 pm: Avengers : Infinity War 
(Eng) 2D

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Alobo Naga’s Kini tour begins in Kohima
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‘Clasico of honour’ - Real look 
to crash unbeaten Barca’s party

Steven Gerrard unveiled 
as Rangers boss

Nagaland Taekwondo 
executives to meet on May 8

Nadal downplays chances 
of finishing as year-end No.1

Kirsten sees recovering Australia 
as genuine World Cup contenders

IPL: Gill, Karthik guide KKR to six-
wicket win over CSK; move to third spot

Aoyimsen’s open volleyball 
tournament begins

Real Madrid’s Cristiano Ronaldo celebrates with team mates after the Champions League semifinal second leg soccer match between Real 
Madrid and FC Bayern Munich at the Santiago Bernabeu stadium in Madrid.

Temjen Imna Along greeting the players during the opening ceremony at Aoyimsen Panchayat-cum-multi 
utility complex on May 3. 

Steven Gerrard
Rafael Nadal

Kolkata Knight Riders’ Shubman Gill plays a shot against Chennai 
Super Kings during IPL 2018 cricket match at Eden Garden in Kolkata 
on Thursday. 

PTI

Madrid, May 4 (AFP): Real 
Madrid can transform their 
own season by beating 
Liverpool in this month’s 
Champions League final, 
and on Sunday they can 
dent Barcelona’s by becom-
ing the first team to defeat 
the Catalans in La Liga.

This ‘clasico’ at Camp 
Nou will have minimal im-
pact on the league, with Bar-
ca already crowned cham-
pions and Real’s passing 
interest in pipping Atletico 
to second place diminished 
by their ambitions in Eu-
rope.

But there is still much at 
stake in what Madrid’s daily 
newspaper Marca has billed 
“the clasico of honour”. It 

could even be argued this 
match will go some way 
to defining the seasons of 
these two teams.

Barca, in particular, have 
been careful in celebrating 
their domestic double, their 
players aware of the disap-
pointment that lingers from 
their Champions League 
crash in the quarter-finals.

Even as they ordered 
pizza and slurped beer from 
the top of their open-top 
bus down Las Ramblas this 
week, it was noticeable how 
many interviews still refer-
enced the disappointment 
in Rome.

“The elimination in the 
Champions League, it hurt 
us because it was unex-

pected,” said Barca coach 
Ernesto Valverde. “But it is 
very difficult to do what we 
have done and now what 
are we going to do? We keep 
trying.”

To soften the blow, Bar-
ca’s best response was to 
win the Copa del Rey and La 
Liga and finish unbeaten in 
the league for the first time, 
while hoping Real do not go 
all the way in the Champi-
ons League. The latter two 
are still to be decided.

- Bye-bye Bale? -
Real’s march towards a 13th 
European triumph has cer-
tainly weighed heavily on 
Barcelona, whose sense of 
absence has been height-

ened by the progress of their 
rivals.

“It’s amazing to be in a 
Champions League final for 
the third time in a row and 
have the chance to win it 
for the fourth time in the last 
five years,” Real midfielder 
Toni Kroos said on Tuesday.

“It’s hard for me to find 
words to describe that. 
When it comes to the Cham-
pions League, we have extra 
motivation.”

Barca are looking to 
avoid defeat this weekend, 
and in their last three league 
games against Villarreal, 
Levante and Real Sociedad 
to seal a historic season.

But if Real snatch a vic-
tory at the Camp Nou and 

also see off Liverpool, per-
haps the balance is tipped 
in their favour.

It will certainly be the 
last ‘clasico’ for Andres Ini-
esta as a player while Ga-
reth Bale may also wave 
goodbye to this fixture, with 
the Welshman expected to 
consider his future at Real 
in the summer.

The suggestion is both 
teams could give the de-
parting Iniesta, Barca’s cap-
tain, a guard of honour, 
even if Real refuse to do 
so for Barcelona’s La Liga 
triumph.

Bale was again a substi-
tute against Bayern Munich 
on Tuesday, meaning he 
has now started only one 
of Real’s six Champions 
League knock-out games.

Zidane has been play-
ing Bale, and resting key 
players, in La Liga matches 
but he is not likely to field a 
weakened team this week-
end.

Elsewhere, Sevilla will 
play their first match un-
der their caretaker coach 
Joaquin Caparros on Friday 
against Real Sociedad.

Vincenzo Montella was 
sacked after last weekend’s 
loss to lowly Levante, which 
left the team eighth in the 
table and a point outside 
the Europa League qualifi-
cation places.

“We have changed some 
subtle things but there is 
no time,” Caparros said on 
Thursday. “Our work with 
the players so far has been 
more than anything emo-
tional.”

Atletico Madrid, who 
are five points ahead of Real, 
host struggling Espanyol on 
Sunday.

Glasgow, May 4 (AFP): 
Rangers on Friday un-
veiled former Liverpool 
and England midfielder 
Steven Gerrard as their 
new manager, confirming 
he would join the Scot-
tish Premiership club this 
summer on a four-year 
deal.

“I am honoured to 
become the next man-
ager of Rangers,” Gerrard 
said in a statement on 
the club’s website. “I have 
enormous respect for this 
football club, and its his-
tory and tradition.

“I can’t wait to start 
this new journey at Rang-
ers as we look to build on 
the many successes that 
this club has achieved.”

Chairman Dave King 
said: “From the very be-
ginning, talks have been 
extremely positive and we 
believe that Steven is the 
right man to drive Rang-
ers forward.”

Gerrard, who has 
only previously worked 
with Liverpool’s Under-
18s, was an inspirational 
captain and Champions 
League winner in a 17-
year career at Anfield but 
as a managerial rookie, 
the 37-year-old faces a 
huge challenge to com-
pete with bitter rivals 
Celtic for domestic domi-
nance in Scotland.

Celtic’s 5-0 thrashing 
of Rangers on Sunday 
sealed a seventh straight 
Scottish Premiership title 
for the green-and-white 
side of Glasgow.

Gerrard also faces the 
challenge of outfoxing his 
former manager at Liver-
pool in Celtic’s Brendan 
Rodgers.

The arrival of the 

former England captain 
will restore some star 
power to a league that 
has found it increasingly 
hard to attract and hold 
on to top players against 
the booming television 
revenues of the Premier 
League.

Rangers are still recov-
ering from the fallout of 
their liquidation in 2012 
and subsequent demo-
tion to the fourth tier of 
Scottish football.

In their second sea-
son back in the top flight, 
Rangers trail Celtic by 13 
points, and are locked in 
a battle with Aberdeen 
and Hibernian just to 
finish second.

Rangers fans excited 
by the prospect of Ger-
rard’s arrival have cited 
his stature as aiding the 
Ibrox club’s ability to 
recruit a better quality 
player in what is expected 
to be a busy transfer win-
dow.

But Rangers still have 
to overcome a huge fi-
nancial disparity with 
Celtic. Bolstered by rev-
enue from the Champi-
ons League, Celtic’s £90 
million ($122 million) 
turnover last year was 
three times that of their 
Old Firm rivals.

Betting on an inexpe-
rienced manager with no 
previous ties to Scottish 
football is also seen as 
another huge risk taken 
by Rangers’ beleaguered 
board.

Caretaker manager 
Graeme Murty, who had 
been promoted from his 
role as the club’s under-20 
coach, was sacked this 
week after six months in 
charge.

Kohima, May 4 (EMN): The Nagaland Taek-
wondo Association (NTA) has convened a 
meeting on scheduled for May 8 at 2:00 pm 
at Ura Hotel near the Red Cross building in 
Kohima. 

All executive members of the NTA are 
requested to attend the meeting. 

Meanwhile, the 31th State Taekwondo 
championship will be from early July this 

year, organized by the NTA, an update from 
the organisation’s media cell informed. 

The NTA  informed district taekwondo 
associations that are willing to host the 
championship are directed to confirm it 
with the NTA on or before May 31.

Further, the NTA has directed all the 
district taekwondo association to prepare 
for the state taekwondo championship.

Madrid, May 4 (IANS): Spain’s Rafael 
Nadal, the world’s top-ranked tennis 
player, has said that despite a torrid 
start to his clay-court campaign it was 
unlikely he would be able to overcome 
an injury hiatus earlier in the season 
and finish as tennis’ year-end No.1 for 
the fifth time.

Nadal, in an interview with Efe 
here on Thursday made the remarks 
ahead of the start of next week’s Ma-
drid Open, where he will try to win a 
third straight clay court tournament 
in 2018.

“I’ve given away (due to injuries) 
three months of the year,” Nadal said, 
referring to his time away from the ATP 
World Tour from late January, when he 
retired in the fifth set of his quarter-
final match against Croatia’s Marin 
Cilic at the Australian Open due to a 
hip injury, until the start of the Monte-
Carlo Masters in mid-April.

“Not playing for three months and 
finishing No.1 in the world, I’d say it’s 
not impossible but it’s very unlikely,” 
the 16-time Grand Slam champion 
said at a Kia Motors event, reports Efe.

Nadal has a slim lead in the ATP 
rankings over arch-rival and world 
No.2 Roger Federer, although the 
36-year-old Swiss great has opted to 

New Delhi, May 4 (Reuters): 
Australia may still be deal-
ing with the aftermath of the 
ball-tampering scandal but 
World Cup-winning coach Gary 
Kirsten has no doubts they will 
bounce back and be challeng-
ing for one-day cricket’s most 
coveted trophy next year.

The Cape Town scandal in 
March rocked cricket in Aus-
tralia to its core and resulted, 
among other punishments, in 
lengthy suspensions for then 
skipper Steve Smith and his 
deputy David Warner - both 
key limited overs batsmen.

They will  have served 
their 12-month bans before 
the World Cup gets underway 
at the Oval on May 30 but 
many wonder if Australia, 
under an as yet unidentified 
captain, can defend the title 
they won on home soil three 
years ago.

“You can never count 
Austral ia  out  of  any big 
tournament,” South African 
Kirsten, who coached In-
dia to their 2011 World Cup 

triumph, told Reuters in an 
email interview.

“They are the most consist-
ent team across big tourna-
ments and I am sure they will 
be ready to compete at the next 
World Cup.”

Australia unveiled Justin 
Langer as the new coach on 
Thursday, succeeding Darren 
Lehmann who stepped down 
despite being cleared by Cricket 
Australia of any wrongdoing in 
Cape Town.

Kirsten has also been im-
pressed by the recent progress 
of Australia’s Ashes protago-
nists, England, whose white-
ball resurgence was reflected by 
their rise to the top spot in ODI 
rankings on Thursday.

“England are playing an 
aggressive and exciting brand 
of cricket and it has certainly 
put them in a great position to 
contend in all tournaments.”

The former opener reck-
oned the gap between top 
teams has been narrowing 
over the last decade and next 
year’s tournament could be one 

of the most open in World Cup 
history.

South Africa’s penchant 
to implode at World Cups has 
earned them the “chokers” tag 
but Kirsten has no doubt that 
their talismanic batsman AB 
de Villiers will not be alone in 
his determination to end the 
barren run.

“South Africa has built a 
team where you have a number 
of match winners,” said Kirsten 
who is working with de Villiers 
as the batting coach of Royal 
Challengers Bangalore in the 
Indian Premier League.

Kirsten plans to open an 
academy in the western Indian 
city of Pune by July and is scout-
ing for talents in five other cities 
in the cricket-mad country.

“This is our first interna-
tional academy and we are re-
ally excited to begin with Pune,” 
he said.

“We will be building a state-
of-the-art facility in Pune with 
an indoor training centre as 
well as outdoor facilities cater-
ing for all year.

Kolkata, May 4 (IANS):  Top-
order batsman Shubman 
Gill cracked an unbeaten 
36-ball 57 while skipper 
Dinesh Karthik bludgeoned 
a 18-ball 45 not out to guide 
Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR) 
to a six-wicket win over 
Chennai Super Kings (CSK) 
in an Indian Premier League 
(IPL) clash at the Eden Gar-
dens here on Thursday.

Chasing 178 for victory, 
Gill, an U-19 World Cup 
winner, joined hands with 
Karthik for an unbroken 83-
run fifth wicket partnership 
off 36 deliveries that took 
the game away from M.S. 
Dhoni’s team despite their 
making early inroads. This 
was Gill’s maiden IPL fifty.

Put in to bat, CSK rode 
Dhoni’s unbeaten 25-ball 43 
to post 177/5 in 20 overs. In 
reply, KKR finished on 180/4 
with 14 balls to spare to 
register second win on the 

bounce and fifth overall in 
the tournament so far.

KKR moved to third spot 
having 10 points from 9 
games while Sunrisers Hy-
derabad pipped CSK to the 
top of the table.

Pushed up the order, 
Gill’s innings was laced with 
six fours and two sixes as 
Karthik ably supported him 
hitting seven fours and a six.

KKR lost Chris Lynn (12) 
early with young South Af-
rican seamer pacer Lungi 
Ngidi (1/36) picking up his 
wicket in the first over.

Sunil Narine (32; 20b 
4x4 2x6) made the most of 
two reprieves in consecu-
tive deliveries in the second 
over, when Ravindra Jadeja 
dropped him at wide mid 
on off K.M. Asif when he 
was on 6.

Robin Uthappa (6) did 
not last long, top-edging a 
mistimed pull to Dwayne 

Dimapur, May 4 (EMN): 
A two-day open volleyball 
tournament organised 
by the Aoyimsen Baptist 
Church youth ministry be-
gan at Aoyimsen Panchayat 
on Fri. May 3. The tour-
nament will culminate on 
May 5.

The minister for Higher 
and Technical Education 
Temjen Inna Along attend-
ed the event as its special 
invitee. He encouraged the 
participants to inculcate the 
values of sportsmanship, to 

be focused and to be disci-
plined in their field of inter-
est. That way, he said, they 
would become role models 
for others. 

“Only dreaming will 
not make the community 
grow whether in the field of 
sports, music and in the in-
terest one takes up but one 
needs to be good starter’s 
and ender’s too,” the legis-
lator told the programme. 
Along urged the gathering 
to be united and to focus in 
everything that they do.

“Out of all the sports-
men some of you will come 
out to be winners,” the min-
ister said. ‘Nothing is suffi-
cient for us. Everyone wants 
to be much more than what 
we want to be,’ Along said. 
“The good thing about Na-
galand is what we have has 
made us stronger yet what 
we don’t have should make 
us much more stronger.”

“Greatness is achieved 
only when you come out 
of ordinary, extra-ordinary 
circumstances”, he added. 

Bravo at midwicket off Asif. 
Narine, who set the plat-
form for KKR’s chase, holed 
out to Bravo in the deep off 
Jadeja.

Despite the early blows, 
KKR kept pace with the 
target, racing to 90/3 at the 
halfway stage, the same as 

CSK albeit losing two more 
wickets.

Rinku Singh (16) failed 
too before Gill and Karthik 
took the game by the scruff 
of the neck, taking Asif for 21 
runs in the 15th over which 
proved to be the game-
changer.

reduce wear-and-tear on his body by 
skipping the entire clay court season 
for the second straight year.

The 31-year-old Spaniard did not 
drop a set in winning two Davis Cup 
matches in early April and capturing 
titles at the Monte-Carlo Masters and 
the Barcelona Open -- each for the 
11th time -- and now has an Open Era-
record streak of 46 consecutive sets 
won on clay dating back to last year’s 
French Open.

Nadal also confirmed that health-
permitting he would be available for 
Spain’s away Davis Cup semi-final tie 
in September against France, saying 
he had given his word to captain Sergi 
Bruguera.



Madrid, May 4 (Reuters): 
Atletico Madrid striker Di-
ego Costa haunted Arsenal 
again by firing his side to a 
1-0 win in Thursday’s Eu-
ropa League semi-final sec-
ond leg to send the Span-
iards into the final and deny 
Arsene Wenger a dream end 
to his long reign as Arsenal 
coach.

Atletico won the tie 2-1 
on aggregate and will meet 
Olympique de Marseille in 
the final in Lyon on May 16.

Costa proved a handful 
for Arsenal when he played 
for Chelsea and the Spain 
striker broke the deadlock 
in a tight, tense game at the 
Wanda Metropolitano, strik-
ing in first-half stoppage-
time after being played in by 
Antoine Griezmann.

 “ “It was very important 
to get there because Atletico 
are a great club and need to 
play in finals. I always get 
excited playing against Ar-
senal, they really motivated 
me a lot when I played in 
England,” Costa said

Arsenal defender Lau-
rent Koscielny was carried 
off on a stretcher early in 
the first half with a sus-
pected torn Achilles tendon 
which threatens to rule the 
France international out of 
the World Cup.

Without Koscielny, 
Arsenal struggled to cope 
with Costa’s power and the 
flair of his attacking partner 
Griezmann, who scored a 
late equaliser in the 1-1 first-
leg draw after Atletico had 
played most of the game 
with 10 men following Sime 
Vrsjalko’s red card.

Vrsjalko’s suspension 
forced midfielder Thomas 
Partey to deputise at right 
back but he did a superb job 
keeping Arsenal at bay.

Atletico coach Diego 
Simeone was banned fol-
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Atletico Madrid's Diego Costa scores their first goal.

Toronto Raptors guard Kyle Lowry (7) shoots as Cleveland 
Cavaliers center Tristan Thompson (13) defends during the first 
half of Game 2 of an NBA basketball playoffs second-round 
series Thursday, May 3, 2018, in Toronto.
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Winners of various race categories seen here after the prize distribution ceremony at The Woods on May 5 in Yimchalu in 
Mokokchung district.

EM Images

Dhon Killing. 

Menuosetuo Yiese. 

The winners of men’s football and women’s volleyball of the Sumi Trophy seen here with officials 
of the Sumi Games and Sports Association.

EUROPA 
LEAGUE 

Costa haunts Arsenal again 
to send Atletico into final

James, Cavs shred Raptors; 
Celtics rally to down Sixers

Dimapur, Meghalaya take AutoX and Moatsü Sprint 

Diphu lad takes bronze at taekwondo championship 

Naga wrestlers claim 10 medals 
so far at Pune nationals 

Curtains roll down on 10th Sumi Trophy 

lowing his foul-mouthed 
rant at the Emirates Stadi-
um but his fellow Argentine 
assistant German ‘Mono’ 
Burgos made up for his 
absence by whipping up 
the home side’s famously 
passionate fans from the 
touchline. Wenger’s team 
were blunt in attack against 
a typically resilient Atleti-
co defence and they only 
had one shot on target, a 
distance strike from Gra-
nit Xhaka which was not 
enough to beat goalkeeper 
Jan Oblak.

Atletico did not create 
many chances but they al-
ways looked in control and 
kept a remarkable 12th con-
secutive clean sheet in all 
competitions at their Wan-
da Metropolitano stadium 
to reach a fifth European 
final since 2010.

The English side were 
also denied a route into 
next season’s Champions 
League, which means they 
have failed to qualify for 
Europe’s top competition 
two years in a row after pre-
viously playing in it for 19 
successive seasons.

Los Angeles, May 4 (AFP): 
LeBron James scored 43 
points as the Cleveland 
Cavaliers powered to a 128-
110 victory over the Toronto 
Raptors on Thursday to take 
a commanding 2-0 lead in 
their NBA second-round 
playoff series.

The Cavs, who broke 
Raptors hearts with a 113-
112 overtime triumph on 
Tuesday, may well have 
broken their spirit as they 
won a second straight 
game at Air Canada Cen-
tre, putting themselves in 
position to sweep Toronto 
for a second straight year 
when the best-of-seven 
Eastern Conference series 
shifts to Cleveland on Sat-
urday.

In Boston, the Celtics 
seized a 2-0 lead in their 
series against Philadel-
phia, roaring back from a 
22-point second-quarter 
deficit to triumph 108-103.

Jayson Tatum scored 21 
points to lead six Boston 
players in double figures 
as the Celtics remained un-
beaten on their home floor 
in these playoffs.

The 76ers will try to right 
the ship as the series shifts 
to Philadelphia for games 
three and four, but the Celt-
ics have never lost a best-
of-seven series in which the 
led 2-0.

The Cavaliers, mean-
while, head home with a 
chance to sweep the Rap-
tors for a second straight 
year.

"We've got to continue 
to keep our guards up and 
continue to push," cau-
tioned James, whose 14 
assists matched his career 
playoff high.

He notched his 23rd 
playoff game with at least 
40 points and his fourth so 
far this post-season.

Kevin Love, averaging 
less than 11 points per game 
this post-season, emerged 
from his offensive slump 
to added 31 points and 11 
rebounds for the Cavs.

JR Smith scored 15, 
George Hill chipped in 13 

Wenger very sad as Atletico ruin his Arsenal farewell
Madrid, May 4 (Reuters):  Arsenal manag-
er Arsene Wenger was sad and frustrated 
after missing out on the Europa League 
final following Thursday’s 1-0 defeat at 
Atletico Madrid in his last European game 
in charge of the London club.

Wenger’s 250th European match as 
a manager was ruined by familiar foe 
Diego Costa, who struck the only goal in 
first-half stoppage time before Atletico’s 
famously mean defence clung on to keep 
a 12th consecutive home clean sheet 
and book their place in the final 2-1 on 
aggregate.

“I am sad and very disappointed over-
all, very frustrated as well,” Wenger told a 
news conference.

 “When you go out of the competition 
it is very difficult to take. It’s very sad, very, 
very, very sad. I’m very sad tonight. Unfor-
tunately, you have to go through that - the 
game can be very cruel. Sometimes it’s 
very nice, but the suffering is very strong 
tonight.”

The defeat means Wenger will leave 
Arsenal at the end of the season after 22 
years that yielded three Premier League 
titles and seven FA Cups but no European 
trophy. The Frenchman said he still rued 
his team’s profligacy in the 1-1 first-leg 
draw at the Emirates Stadium after At-

letico had been reduced to 10 men early in 
the game when Sime Vrsjalko was sent off.

“We missed something in the final 
third. Looking at the chances over the two 
games, the least we could say is we are 
very frustrated,” Wenger added.

 “The tie should have been over in the 
first game. We missed a lot of opportuni-
ties and missed something in the final 
ball. They (Atletico) are a team that de-
fends well. I believe we were a bit unlucky 
a few times.”

He also cursed referee Gianluca Roc-
chi’s leniency in the face of Atletico’s fierce 
challenges.

 “I think Gabi (Atletico captain) is 
happy to stay on the pitch. They broke a 
few counter-attacks and the referee took 
a while to give them a yellow card in situa-
tions where we could be very dangerous,” 
Wenger added.

“They are a clever side that defends 
very well. (Diego) Godin saved five or six 
goals. They were in amazing positions and 
they have great defenders.

“It was a very intense game between 
two teams that gave everything. Con-
gratulations to them and good luck to 
them in the final. I would say the winner 
of tonight’s game is the clear favourite in 
the competition.”

and Jeff Green came off 
the bench to contribute 14 
as the Cavs extended their 
post-season dominance of 
the Raptors.

"This was a complete 
team effort," James said. 
"It's a big win for us."

But even as Love im-
pressed, James dazzled, 
confounding Toronto with 
an array of turnaround 
jump shots.

"This'll be my fourth 
year here, I don't know if 
I'd seen that out of him," 
Love said.

T h e  R a p t o r s ,  w h o 
earned the top seed in the 
East for the first time in 
franchise history as Cleve-
land struggled to find con-
sistency throughout the 
regular season, insisted they 
can still make it a series.

The Cavs, trailing by two 
at halftime, eviscerated the 
Raptors in the third quarter, 
opening the second half 
on an 8-0 scoring run to 
seize a lead they wouldn't 
relinquish.

James and Love com-
bined for 24 of Cleveland's 
37 points in the period -- 
matching Toronto's third 
quarter total.

DeRozan paced the 
Raptors with 24 points and 
Kyle Lowry added 21. But 

the Raptors had no answer 
for Cleveland in the second 
half.
- 'Never say die' -
The 76ers, coming off a 
lacklustre game one loss in 
Boston, got off to a fast start 
against the Celtics, but as so 
often in the regular season 
they couldn't hold onto 
their lead.

JJ Redick led Philadel-
phia with 23 points. Robert 
Covington added 22 points 
and nine rebounds. Joel 
Embiid finished with 20 
points and 14 rebounds but 
star rookie Ben Simmons 
missed all four shots he took 
as he scored just one point 
in 31 minutes.

Simmons coughed up 
two turnovers as Boston en-
gineered a 20-5 scoring run 
to close the first half. Over 
a 16-minute stretch span-
ning the second and third 
quarters Boston out-scored 
Philadelphia 50-20 to seize 
the lead.

Philadelphia edged 
back into the lead in the 
fourth quarter, but Boston 
responded with an 11-5 
scoring run and held on for 
the win.

"That's the story of our 
season," Tatum said. "But 
we have a never say die 
mentality."

Our Correspondent
Mo k o k c h u n g , M a y  4 
(EMN): The 4th edition of 
the motor rally the Mokok-
chung AutoX and Moatsü 
Sprint 2018 organized by 
the Adventure and Motor-
sports Association of Mo-
kokchung (Amam) culmi-
nated at Yimchalu village 
on Friday. 

Moatsü Sprint  was 
flagged off by N Bendang 
Jamir, president of the 
Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party for Mo-
kokchung region earlier on 
Friday morning.

As reported earlier the 
final results were based 
on scores of two formats 
namely the AutoX and 
Moatsu Sprint in their 
respective category. The 
competitors' timing in both 
the formats was tabulated 
and declared during a prize 
distribution ceremony at 
The Woods, a resort in Yim-
chalu Friday evening.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, May 4 (EMN): 
Dhon Killing from Diphu 
town in Assam has bagged 
the bronze medal in the 
under-51 kg category, ju-
nior boys, in the recent-
ly concluded third India 
Open International Tae-
kwondo Championship. 
The event was held from 
April 26 to the 28th at the 
Tyagraj indoor stadium in 
New Delhi. 

The tournament was 
organised by the All In-
dia University Taekwondo 
Council and Delhi Tae-
kwondo Association, and 
promoted by the Taekwon-
do Federation of India.

17-year old Killing is 
the son of Sarpo Killing and 
Bari Terangpi of Chand-

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, May 4 (EMN): 
Reigning Naga style wres-
tling champion Menuoset-
uo Yiese downed Ibrahim of 
Telangana to take the gold 
in the over-87 kg category 
of the ongoing 6th National 
Traditional Wrestling and 
Pankration Championship 
at Pune on Friday.

According to updates 
made available by Naga-
land Wrestling Association's 
(NWA) general secretary, 
Vekhozo Chakhesang, the 
state has won seven gold 
medals, two silver, and a 
bronze so far. The gold med-
al winners are Menuosetuo 
Yiese, Kevikhrietuo Chusi, 
Kekhriekuolie Khawakhire, 
Kedalung Kapeung, Bong-
tang Phom, Kudupoi Nakro, 
Kusayi Tsutso. Silver medal-
lists are  Vehuto Nakro and 
Visedelhou Chusi and a 
bronze medal from Shezovi 

During Friday’s race 
D e n i s  A s s u m i  f r o m 
Team DMSC of Dimapur 
emerged the champion 
in the SUV category. He 
finished both the events 
at 4:48.84 minutes. Assumi 
was followed by Sandeep 
Sharma from Team Maruti 
Motorsports of Delhi at 
5:10.19 minutes and Im-

tisanen from Team SMI 
of Mokokchung at 5:15.42 
minutes.

In the above-1300 CC, 
Ewellson Lyngdoh from 
Team MSAM of Megha-
laya finished both the for-
mats in 4:08.28 minutes 
to take the first place, fol-
lowed by Bento Swu from 
team DMSC of Dimapur 

in 4:39.84 minutes, and 
Sandeep Sharma from 
Team Maruti Motorsports 
of Delhi in 4:44.34 minutes 
in that order.

In below-1300 CC, V Ye-
shika Yepthomi from team 
DMSC of Dimapur com-
pleted the run in 4:41.97 
minutes while Alem I Jamir 
from Team Amam com-

pleted it in 4:46.40 min-
utes; Obeth Shitio from 
Team Amam completed it 
in 4:54.78 minutes.

AutoX and Moatsu 
Sprint saw 65 professional 
motor racers from Del-
hi, Kolkata, Assam, and 
Meghalaya besides motor-
sports associations from 
across Nagaland. 

Therie. 
The final results were 

yet to be declared at the 
time this report was going 
to press. The championship 

will conclude on May 5. 
Fourteen wrestlers rep-

resenting the NWA are 
taking part in said cham-
pionship. 

Dimapur, May 5 (EMN): 
The 10th ‘Sumi Trophy’ or-
ganised by the Sumi Games 
and Sports Association con-
cluded on May 3 at Zun-
heboto town. According to 
updates from the organisers 
on Friday the president of 
the Chakesang Public Or-
ganisation, Kekhwengulo 

Lea, was the guest of hon-
our at the event’s closing 
ceremony. 
Results:
Football (men)
Champions: Niuland area 
Runner-up: Kuhuboto area
Volleyball (women) 
Champions: Niuland area
Runner-up: Atoizu area

Badminton (veterans)
Champions: Atoizu area
Runner-up: Suruhuto area
Senior men 
Champions: Kuhuboto area
Runner-up: Highway area
Senior women
Champions: Zunheboto 
area
Runner-up: Akuluto area

mari village, which is 2 
km from ward-4 of Diphu 
town. 

Talking to Eastern Mir-

ror at his residence, Dhon 
Killing said he played for 
five rounds out of which 
he was successful in four 
rounds. However in the 
fifth round he could not 
overcome his opponent 
from South Korea. He man-
aged to defeat his oppo-
nent from Pune, Hyder-
abad, Nepal, and Sri Lanka 
in first and fourth round, 
in that order. He is thank-
ful to the KSA-Inglongpho, 
GGKSA, and Pinki Nar-
zary, his coach, and Binolin 
Phangchopi for their sup-
port to him.

11 countries including 
South Korea, Sri Lanka, and 
Nepal participated in the 
tournament. From India 
there were 50 competitors 
from 20 states, out of which 

25 won medals in various 
categories.

Speaking about his 
training, Killing said to he 
started taking Taekwondo 
classes from when he was 
in class-VI. He took classes 
from Kamsing Hanse at the 
Taekwondo School of Karbi 
Anglong Taekwondo As-
sociation (Kata) in Diphu. 
There are 30 students at 
Kata.

‘Ma n y  p a re n t s  a re 
not aware of the martial 
arts form of Taekwondo 
in Karbi Anglong,’ Killing 
said. There is a ‘big scope 
and benefit' in the sports 
discipline, he added.  He 
believes that Taekwondo 
can help in developing a 
person's mental and physi-
cal health. 

Taekwondo classes in 
Diphu are being taught 
openly. Killing felt that 
there should be an indoor 
facility for coaching.

Killing, currently pur-
suing his second semester 
degree course from Diphu 
Government College, plans 
to take part in the All Assam 
Taekwondo Championship 
which is scheduled to be 
held in July in Nagaon.

Killing bagged two gold 
medals in 2016 at the All 
Assam Taekwondo Cham-
pionship held at Gola-
ghat and Nagoan in 2017.  
He won also two bronze 
medals from the national 
games held at Ludhiana 
in Punjab in 2017; and in 
Guwahati Nehru stadium 
in the same year. 


