
PB Archarya, his wife and others at Chungtia village in Mokokchung on Thursday.  
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People stand amidst the debris in the aftermath of a fire incident in Dimapur.   
EM Images
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College students’ association serves department with 30-day ultimatum to ‘detach’ teachers deputed to VIPs

CBI to probe alleged 
fund misappropriation

Tuensang abduction: Truckers released after ENPO intervention 

Two minors severely 
injured in Nagarjan fire

Amit Shah to hold 
meeting of NEDA members

'School Education dept. is one of the most corrupted' 

Ansta throws weight behind agitating teachers 

Do not let the diversity of the 
country cause division – Acharya

Legislator wants ‘action plan rather than paper plan’  

Lok Sabha election: No 
nominations filed on day-1
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Give light and people 
will find the way. 

~ Ella Baker
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Justin Langer appointed Australia 
coach, vows to "earn respect" |  P12

 PM May faces test of power as 
local polls open in UK  |  P9

Guwahati, May 3 (IANS): 
Calling it "beyond belief", 
the Gauhati High Court has 
ordered a CBI probe into al-
legations that the Nagaland 
government misappropri-
ated funds earmarked for 
the construction of a high 
court complex at Kohima 
-- a project progressing at a 
snail's pace.

Gauhati High Court 
Chief Justice Ajit Singh said 
if the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) finds 
any material to support the 
allegations, an FIR will be 
registered while asking for 
the report to be filed within 
three months.

The order came on 
Wednesday as the court 
disposed of a plea based on 
a news report alleging that 
the foundation stone for 
an independent high court 
for Nagaland was laid at 
Meriema in 2007 which has 
however not been complet-
ed till date. Also, the budget 

has exceeded the original 
estimate by Rs 9.63 crore.

Planned at the same 
time, high courts in Ma-
nipur,  Meghalaya and 
Tripura have been built and 
are functioning since 2013, 
the report said. An RTI re-
vealed that Rs 43 crore was 
estimated for the project. 
During 2009 to 2014, Naga-
land's Department of Law 
and Justice withdrew Rs 
41.62 crore and between 
2015 and 2017 an amount 
of Rs 11.25 crore was drawn 
against the project, taking 
the budget to over Rs 52 
crore.

Despite this, only 35 per 
cent of the work has been 
done while the department 
concerned also took an 
additional Rs 12 crore loan 
from HUDCO. The court 
order said some social and 
RTI activists of Nagaland 
have also sent a letter peti-
tion to the high court, stat-
ing inter alia that Rs 22.42 

crore has been withdrawn 
against the construction 
of the judges bungalow 
whereas there is not even 
an area earmarked for the 
same.

"Similarly, Rs 44,24,700 
h a s  b e e n  w i t h d r a w n 
against electrification and 
water supplies, whereas the 
basic structure of the build-
ing is yet to completed. 
Besides, Rs 1.30 crore has 
been paid as consultancy 
fee which is also beyond 
belief...," the order said.

"Therefore, there is a 
prime facie case of misap-
propriation of huge pub-
lic money and siphoning 
of the same in a system-
atic manner to the gross 
prejudice to the public ex-
chequer. The allegations 
therefore require thorough 
probe by an independent 
agency," the court said and 
directed the state govern-
ment to expedite the con-
struction.  

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, May 3 (EMN): 
The two persons – an 
oil tanker driver and his 
handyman – who were 
abducted near Helipong 
village in Tuensang district 
on April 22 were released 
safely after nearly ten days 
in captivity on Thursday.

The abducted driver 
and handyman's release 
comes after efforts from 
the Eastern Nagaland Peo-

ples' Organisation (ENPO) 
to secure their safe release 
for days. The president of 
ENPO, Khoiwang Konyak 
told Eastern Mirror over 
the phone that the duo 
was handed over to them 
on Thursday at around 
1.30 am. 

"The ENPO on the re-
quest of Tuensang dis-
trict administration had a 
meeting with the police, 
administration and As-

sam Rifles on April 29 in 
Tuensang after which we 
were assigned to initiate 
for the release of the two 
abducted persons," he in-
formed.

Members  of  ENPO 
left Tuensang on April 30, 
nearly one week after their 
abduction, in an effort to 
secure the safe release of 
the two.  "The two were 
handed over to ENPO in 
safe and sound condition 

after matter was settled 
amicably," maintained 
Konyak.

The organisation presi-
dent also reiterated the 
ENPO’s Dec. 18, 2007 Tu-
ensang Resolution where-
in the citizens of Eastern 
Nagaland declared to op-
pose any form of violence, 
threats, intimidations or 
bloodshed within its juris-
diction.

The Tuensang abduc-

tion had led to indefinite 
shut down of fuel outlets 
and ‘chakka bandh’ of oil 
tankers on April 30 called 
by the Kohima Petrole-
um Dealers Association 
(KPDA), Dimapur Petro-
leum Dealers Association 
(DPDA), Nagaland Tanker 
Transport Association 
(NTTA) and the Oil Tanker 
Drivers’ Union (OTDU). 
The shutdown was re-
voked on May 1. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, May 3 (EMN): A fire 
that broke out in Nagarjan, ‘Kuda 
B’ near Greenwood Higher Sec-
ondary School has left two mi-
nors, aged two and four, with 
severe burns and few others with 
minor injuries, according to an 
official from the fire department, 
Dimapur. 

The fire is said to have broken 
out due to a short circuit around 
7.30 am on May 3.

Three thatched houses shel-
tering some non-Nagas were 
gutted, leaving 12 families affect-
ed by the fire, it was informed. 
Estimated worth of property lost 
was said to be approximately 
INR 10 lakh. 

Guwahati, May 3 (PTI): BJP president Amit Shah will hold a meeting 
with the constituents of North East Democratic Alliance (NEDA) on 
May 20 here to discuss preparations of the Lok Sabha elections next 
year. The NEDA is a BJP-led coalition of non-Congress regional parties 
of the north eastern region formed in 2016. "Amit Shah will come to 
Guwahati to discuss various issues, mainly to guide us on the prepara-
tion for the Lok Sabha polls. He will address a meeting of the NEDA, 
where all MLAs and MPs (of the coalition) will be present," BJP Assam 
unit president Ranjeet Kumar Dass said.

Shah will also hold a meeting with chief ministers of the states 
ruled by non-Congress parties in the North East during his visit, he 
told a press conference. Parties such as the Naga People's Front, the 
Sikkim Democratic Front and the Asom Gana Parishad are constitu-
ents of the NEDA.

Regarding alliance for the next year's parliamentary elections, Dass 
said the decision will be taken by the central leadership. The BJP does 
not have absolute majority in Assam and is ruling the state in alliance 
with the Asom Gana Parishad and the Bodoland Peoples Front.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, May 3 (EMN): Advisor 
for Youth Resources and Sports 
(YRS) Zale Neikha has likened 
the present setup of the depart-
ment to a ‘bamboo tree: having 
only roots and no branches’, 
and underscored the need to 
streamline it in a ‘proper func-
tional manner’.

“The government setup 
should be like a pyramid,” the 
legislator stated. He was ad-
dressing the officers of the 
department from all the dis-
tricts on Thursday during an 
introductory programme at 
the YRS directorate premises in 
Kohima. 

Stating that the People’s 
Democratic Alliance (PDA) has 
come to power with the people’s 
mandate on the promise of 
change, Neikha urged upon the 
executives and officers of the 
department to emphasise on 
‘action plan rather than paper 
plan’ to bring development and 
change in the state. Towards 
this, he laid stress on working 

on the ethical principles of 
regularity, punctuality, respon-
sibility and accountability.

“Let’s not just sit back and 
relax on our executive chairs. It 
is time we change our attitude 
of red-tapeism and delay; mo-
tivate ourselves to shoulder the 
responsibilities and bring about 
a revolution in the department 
and in the field of sports as 
well,” the legislator stated.

Neikha also pointed out 
that Nagas were athletic by 
nature and their love of sports 
has inclined them to compe-
tently grasp multiple disci-
plines rather than specialise in 
one. “The efforts we put to and 
the promotional endeavours 
we execute will be unproduc-
tive if this ‘Jack of all trades, 
master of none’ persists,” he 
asserted. Therefore, to encour-
age professionalism, he said 
the department will encourage 
youth, particularly the upcom-
ing sportspersons to pursue 
their career by way of master-
ing a particular discipline best 

suited for him/her.
The legislator informed that 

the Union Minister RS Rathore 
and secretaries of the Union 
Ministry of Youth Affairs and 
Sports have, during his recent 
meetings with them in Delhi, 
assured to take up projects on 
sports infrastructure to pro-
mote games and sports, and 
programmes on youth activi-
ties.

About the 100th birth an-
niversary of the legendary foot-
baller Dr. T Ao, he said the state 
government was spearheading 
a series of events with the inau-
gural already kicked off by the 
department from Raj Bhavan 
earlier this year. The details of 
the celebration programme will 
be fixed after the first sitting of 
the state level committee, he 
informed.

Neikha complemented the 
recent assurance given by Chief 
Minister Neiphiu Rio to help 
and promote the differently-
able in the field of sports while 
supporting the interest of the 

youth through sports, by mak-
ing a commitment to work and 
uplift sports to boost the morale 
of sportspersons and lay special 
emphasis for the differently-
able by initiating ‘suitable’ ac-
tivities and tournaments.

Officers from different 
divisions of the department 
highlighted their respective 
divisional activities and pre-
sented their grievances to the 
legislator. It was during this ses-
sion that the engineering wing 
brought to light the problem it 
was facing with regard to the 
upcoming major project – Dr. T 
Ao Regional Football Academy 
in Dimapur, due to shortage 
of technical manpower. It was 
learnt that the division has 
only seven technical staff. The 
division requested that at least 
three more junior engineer (JE) 
posts be created.

The National Cadet Corps 
(NCC) wing also registered the 
disheartening lack of basic ne-
cessities for the NCC Nagaland. 
The divisional head pointed out 

that ‘very little or no protocol’ 
was followed as far as the NCC 
and the directorate was con-
cerned despite the ‘weightage’ 
they were given in the rest of 
the country. 

The NCC Nagaland, which 
covers about 9613 volunteer 
from120 schools and 20 col-
leges in five units throughout 
the state, is said to be lacking in 
infrastructure, proper offices, 
support and encouragement. It 
was informed that state cadets 
have won various national ac-
colades in the past few years 
which spoke of the level of 
potential Naga youth have, the 
official stated. He said there 
were too many grievances to 
be registered and sough a sepa-
rate sitting with the legislator.

The director of YRS Imtiren-
la Jamir cited Neikha’s previous 
involvement in student bodies 
and sports organisations and 
expressed optimism that the 
department under his know-
how would progress in a posi-
tive way.  

Thank you! Thank you!! I can 
finally ask my parents for a 

car... Please support if they say 
no, ok.

Mirror Takes

~ Arien

Rhythm of Love: In 
conversation with 
Mhachen Yanthan  |  P10

Nagaland High Court construction

Dimapur, May 3 (EMN): 
The All Nagaland College 
Students’ Association on 
Thursday termed the direc-
torate of School Education 
in Nagaland as ‘one of the 
most corrupted depart-

Dimapur, May 3 (EMN): The All Nagaland 
School Teachers’ Association (Ansta) has 
urged the People’s Democratic Alliance (PDA) 
government to ‘take up the issues of pending 
salary of SSA teachers and regularisation of 
ad hoc teachers on top priority’. 

A press release from the association on 
Thursday stated that unlike private schools, 
most government schools in the state had 
started their academic sessions very late 
due to the assembly elections as ‘almost all 
government schools were used as training 
venues, polling stations, and for security ac-
commodation etc.’   

“This was followed by the conduct of 
HSLC & HSSLC exams in which the exam 
centre schools could not have the classes. 
Hence, organizing agitation at this point of 
time will be too costly for the students as far 
as student academic interest is concerned. 

The Association also recalls that one election 
manifesto of present PDA Govt. is timely 
release of teacher’s salary if elected to power. 
Now they are at the helm of power, it hopes 
they will maintain the integrity of their 
manifesto by releasing pending salaries of the 
teachers in time,” it stated. 

The association informed that the ‘regu-
larisation’ of the employment of 1166 ad hoc 
teachers has been cleared by “P&AR, Finance, 
Screening Committee” and awaits cabinet 
approval. According to it, ‘the court case of 
ACAUT and PASN’ was very clear and has 
no implication of the ‘regularisation’ of 1166 
ad hoc teachers in any matter ‘as far as letter 
written to chief minister regarding dropping 
certain agendas on 11th Nov. 2017 cabinet 
meeting is concerned’. 

It appealed the cabinet to have an ‘early 
sitting and approve the said proposal.’

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, May 3 (EMN): The nomi-
nation period for the by-election 
to the state’s lone Lok Sabha seat 
which began on Thursday recorded 
no registration on the first day, 
according to the state’s election 
department sources.

The Election Commission of 
India (ECI) has set May 10 as the 
last date of filing nominations. As 
per an official bulletin, nomina-
tion papers may be delivered by 
a candidate or by any of his/her 
proposers to the Commissioner, 
Nagaland and Returning Officer 
or to the Additional Deputy Com-
missioner, Headquarter, Office of 

the Commissioner, Nagaland and 
Assistant Returning Officer, on the 
first floor at the conference hall of 
the Commissioner office, Nagaland 
between 11 am and 3 pm on any 
day (other than public holiday) till 
May 10. 

The nomination papers will be 
taken up for scrutiny at the office 
of the Commissioner on May 11 at 
11 am while notice of withdrawal of 
candidature can be delivered either 
by a candidate or by any of the pro-
posers or by the respective election 
agent authorised in writing by the 
candidate to deliver it to either of 
the specified officers before 3 pm 
on May 14.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung May 4(EMN): The 
governor of Nagaland, PB Acharya 
on Thursday led a group of students 
from Mumbai University to Chung-
tia village in Mokokchung district 
to join in the celebration of Moatsü 
festival – the premier seed sowing 
festival of the Ao-Naga.     

Acharya was also accompanied 
by his wife. In his speech, the gover-
nor thanked the villagers of Chung-
tia for inviting him as a special 
guest and for accommodating the 
students from Mumbai to partake 
in the festival.    

He said no group of people 
has been affected positively by 
education as Naga society.  He also 
encouraged the visiting students 
from Mumbai University and other 
students gathered at the venue to 
exchange ideas and knowledge 
leaving aside the participation in en-
tertainments and food habits during 
their interaction. He shared that stu-
dents and youth have a greater role 
to play as ambassadors to carry the 
diverse Indian culture to every nook 
and corner of the country.

The governor also asked the 
gathering not to let the diversity of 

India divide them but rather utilise it 
to make India a great country.

Leaving aside the rich cultural 
heritage of Nagaland, he said, the 
state was also rich in every aspect 
‘but Nagas are poor as they are not 
prepared to work hard and utilise 
the raw materials blessed by the 
land’. He further added that unless 
the people do not retrospect and 
amend their wrongdoings at the 
earliest, Naga society is doomed to 
plunge into worse times.

The students from Mumbai Uni-
versity also performed two cultural 
presentations. 

ments’. 
In a press release, the stu-

dent group stated that the 
department has not been “de-
livering justice to the students 
by allowing attachments of 
teachers in various capaci-
ties to VVIPs, VIP, directorate, 
DEOs and SDEOs which is 
one of its ill-practices and also 
keeping the details of those 
attached teachers under the 
wimps of some selfish inter-
ested officials”. 

The association’s view, it 
stated, was that the depart-

ment of School Education has 
done much harm to Naga so-
ciety by ‘compromising quality 
education in various manners 
exploiting the student’s career 
and strangling the govern-
ment school’.

“ANCSU shall not idly sit 
back and bark but instead will 
take the measure in its hand by 
locking the dept if it does not 
detach the attached teachers 
within thirty days and also 
warns those attached teach-
ers, VVIPs and VIP revolting 
or confronting the demand 

of ANCSU,” the press release 
read. 
No VIP culture in colleges
Denouncing ‘misuse of any 
government official vehicles’, 
the student group stated that 
any government officials al-
lotted with vehicles is strictly 
banned from picking and 
dropping the colleges’ stu-
dents.  

It has directed its units 
to immediately seize such 
vehicles and report the same 
to the association for ‘further 
measure’.  



2 STATE
Eastern Mirror  |  Dimapur, Friday, May 4, 2018

WOMEN HELPLINE: 181
DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007
CIHSR 242555, 242533
Police Control Room 7085055050
Dimapur District Hospital 232224
Diphupar PS 7085055032
East PS 7085055030
Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220
Fire Station (Chumu) 282777
Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201
GRPS 7085055031
Medziphema PS 7085055033
MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081
Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046
Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032
Niuland PS 7085088035
Sub-Urban PS 7085055036
Traffic Control -1 7085088038
Traffic Control -2 7085088039
West PS 7085055034
Women Cell 7085055037
Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146
Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811
Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214
Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394
Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827
Fire Station 2226225
Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674
Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373
IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002
Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893
Mokokchung PS 1 2226241
Power House 2226221/2226293
Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213
Traffic Control 9485232691
Tuli Police Station 9485232693
Women Cell 9485232692
Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Minister pulls up tardy 
Peren for ‘very slow’ work 

Coal unions want regional 
cell in Mongkolemba 

Bhandari pedals off to neighbor 
Assam with friendship flag

Bhandari 
‘growing out of 
size,’ says officer

Organisations happy that 
abducted persons are rescued

 Tongpang Ozukum interacting with government officers at Jalukie on May 3.

 Officers and participants during the flag-off programme on May 3 at Bhandari in Wokha district.

V Kashiho Sangtam and officials of coal and mining unions on May 2

Volunteers from institutions and organisations from Naga United village, and Niuland area in Dimapur are said to be some of the 
reinforcement to the workforce working on the Bailey Bridge at 4th Mile in Dimapur. 

Gram Swaraj Abhiyaan officer visits 
Ahthibung 
As part of the welfare scheme for the rural poor the Gram 
Swaraj Abhiyaan, the deputy secretary of the ministry of 
Finance, and the nodal officer for Peren district Gulab Singh 
visited Ahthibung block on May 3. They were accompanied 
by officers of the Power department of Jalukie. A DIPR 
update on Thursday stated that Singh interacted with the 
villagers. He said that the Gram Swaraj Abhiyaan was to 
promote social harmony through seven flagship welfare 
programmes.

Kohima press calls for roll 
The Kohima Press Club (KPC) will be conducting its annual 
membership drive from May 15 to June 15. The KPC has 
informed members that the fee for renewal of membership 
has been fixed at INR 500. members may contact the 
KPC’s executive leaders for matter related to renewal of 
membership.  Further, the club informed that the fee for 
fresh membership has been fixed at INR 1500. Anyone 
seeking regular membership either renewal or fresh would 
be required to produce a photocopy of an identity card, it 
stated. Fresh applicants are requested to contact the KPC’s 
president at 9436001665 for forms.

Meetings
SSA teachers 
The Kohima unit of the Nagaland Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan 
Teachers’ Association has convened an emergency meeting 
to be conducted on May 5 at 11:00 am in Rüpfunüo building 
at D’ Block in Kohima. All the members are requested 
to attend the meeting. They are also asked to submit 
membership fees . Absentees will be dealt with strictly, the 
group added. 

Senior citizens 
The Nagaland Senior Citizens Association has convened its 
‘annual general body meeting’ to be conducted on May 
24 at 11:00 am in the Red Cross building in Kohima. The 
meeting will discuss the ‘Nagas’ welfare,’ besides election 
of a new team of executive members for the tenure 2018-
22, the group informed. All the members of the group are 
requested to attend the meeting.

Nagaland Bar Association 
The Nagaland Bar Association has convened an ‘emergency 
general body meeting’ to be conducted on May 4 at 12:00 
noon in its office chamber in Dimapur. The meeting will 
discuss ‘matters relating to a writ petition pending before 
the principal seat of the Gauhati High Court for early 
disposal either by withdrawal or settlement or in any other 
manner as may be deemed appropriate.’ All the local bar’s 
members in the state are requested either to be present 
with collective views of their respective bar or to convey it 
through the phone. That way, it would enable the meeting 
to taken an appropriate resolution, the group stated.

Angami Public Organisation 
The Angami Public Organisation has convened a meeting of 
its executive council scheduled to be conducted on May 7 at 
10:00 am in the APO hall in Kohima. All the members of the 
executive council and representatives of the group’s various 
units are requested to attend the meeting.

CEO delegates officers for LS by-polls 
As part of preparations for the Lok Sabha by-elections, 
the Nagaland Chief Election Officer (CEO) Abhijit Sinha 
has delegated deputy commissioners, and district election 
officers, besides the additional deputy commissioners and 
the district election officer of Pughoboto to act on behalf 
of the state’s government during the polls. A DIPR update 
on Thursday informed that, the officials will requisition 
vehicles, premises etc. to conduct the election to the 
Nagaland Parliamentary Constituency. Further, the CEO 
informed that any vehicle or premises belonging to a private 
individual or institution and organisation shall be entitled to 
a compensation through sec-161 of the Representation of 
Peoples Act of 1951.

Kiphire’s DPDB to meet on May 8
The District Planning Development Board of Kiphire has 
convened its meeting for May to be conducted on the 8th 
at the deputy commissioner’s conference hall. Members are 
requested to attend the meeting. 

Tobacco Control to meet 
The nodal officer for Nagaland Tobacco Prevention Control 
Dr. Arenla Walling has informed members of the district-
level coordination committee that a meeting to discuss 
issues of tobacco control would be conducted on May 11 
at 11:00 am in the DC’s conference hall in Kohima. She has 
requested the members in concern to attend the meeting.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, May 3 (EMN): 
The minister for Pub-
lic Works department 
(PWD)  Tongpang Ozu-
kum is said to have noted 
that construction and 
repairs on a road in Peren 
district are ‘very slow.’  He 
is stated to have asked the 
engineers there to ‘show’ 

progress and make the 
work ‘visible.’ 

Ozukum visited Per-
en and Dimapur. In Di-
mapur, he visited the site 
of an ongoing construc-
tion of a Bailey Bridge at 
4th Mile on May 3. 

A DIPR update on 
Thursday informed that 

Ozukum visited Peren 
to inspect ongoing road 
repair works. Reportedly, 
he ‘encouraged’ the en-
gineers there to ‘show’ 
good progress of the 
work. 

Ozukum said that the 
progress of the work ap-
peared ‘very slow’ and 

told the engineers to 
make the ‘work visible.’ 
He assured to visit Peren 
after a week to inspect 
their progress. The works 
were stated to have been 
delayed for a month. 

In this regard, the 
minister has asked the 
executive engineer of the 

Peren division of roads 
and bridges to submit a 
detailed report within a 
week. 

Next, the minister 
visited the office of the 
executive engineer (roads 
and bridges) at the new 
office complex of the 
deputy commissioner. He 
was stated to have held a 
meeting with the officers 
there. He inspected also 
a road leading to Peren 
Government College, the 
updates stated.  

Later, the minister 
visited the office of the 
subdivision officer of the 
PWD at Jalukie where he 
held another meeting 
with the officers. 

In Dimapur, Ozukum 
visited the ongoing con-
struction work on a Bailey 
Bridge at 4th Mile on the 
same day. Dimapur’s divi-
sion’s executive engineer, 
Talitemsu Jamir, who was 
at the site, informed that 
the construction would 
be completed in few days 
if weather conditions 
permit. He said that the 
public from nearby vil-
lages were ‘extending all 
possible support’ to the 
department.

Dimapur, May 3 (EMN): A number of 
transport organisations have expressed 
appreciation to the Nagaland govern-
ment for upholding the assurance to 
see to safe release of an abducted tanker 
driver and a handyman.

The Kohima Petroleum Dealers As-
sociation, Dimapur Petroleum Dealers 
Association, Nagaland Tanker Transport 
Association, and Oil Tanker Drivers 
Union issued a note of appreciation on 
Thursday.

The associations also expressed ap-
preciation to the Eastern Naga Peoples’ 
Organization, the police and village 

guards, the Indian Army, and all indi-
viduals who ensure the safe release of 
the abductees. 

The oil tanker driver and the handy-
man who were abducted from Helipong 
village of Tuensang district in Nagaland 
about 10 days ago were reported res-
cued by officials of the ENPO the previ-
ous night.

The rescued truckers were identi-
fied as Tula Ram Buragohain, driver of 
the truck and his helper Adman Surin. 
Both of them were abducted on April 
22 by unknown persons suspected to be 
militants, reports said.

Dimapur, May 3 (EMN): 
Bhandari in Wokha dis-
trict is ‘growing’ and ‘out 
of ‘size’ that is affecting 
requirement for extension 
work, an administrator of 
the area has said.  

T h e  m o n t h l y  d e -
partmental meeting of 
Bhandari subdivision was 
held on May 2 in the ad-
ditional deputy commis-
sioner’s conference hall. A 
press release from the de-
partment of Information & 
Public Relations (DIPR) of-
fered updates on Thursday 
about the meeting. 

The additional deputy 
commissioner of Bhanda-
ri, Tiameren Chang said 
that Bhandari town had 
‘grown out of size.’ The 
town is in need of area 
extension work in order 
to accommodate broader 
developmental activities, 
it was informed.

Chang also reminded 
the officers that both the 
government and the pub-
lic expect their services to 
be for growth and devel-
opment of the society.  He 
added that there should 
not be laxity in running 
their office for the people. 

It was informed that 
the meeting resolved to 
earmark land of the Forest 
department and to hold a 
plantation drive on World 
Environment Day on June 
5 at Nogayim village. The 
members also decided 
to have a Welfare Corpus 
Fund that would be used 
for a good cause whenever 
necessary.

Also, according to the 
updates, members of the 
departments of Electrical, 
and Public Health Engi-
neering are also said to 
have talked about aspects 
of performance, revenues, 
and requirements for en-
hanced functioning of 
their departments.

Dimapur, May 3 (EMN):  A 
daylong ‘friendship’ tour 
to Kaziranga National 
Park in Assam was flagged 
off on May 3 at Bhandari, 
in Wokha district.  The 
additional deputy com-
missioner of Bhandari 
Tiameren Chang flagged-
off the event. The event 
was organised with the 
theme ‘neighbours by 
destiny, friends by choice,’ 
according to updates 
from the department of 
Information & Public Re-

lations (DIPR). 
The DIPR offered up-

dates on Thursday that 
the mission was organ-
ised as a joint initiative by 
the deputy commissioner 
of Wokha Dr. Manazir 
Jeelani and Deputy Com-
missioner of Golaghat 
Gaurav Bothra.

The updates men-
tioned that the mission 
was conceptualized dur-
ing a deputy commis-
sioners’ border meeting 
that was conducted on 

Feb. 27 2018 by the district 
administration of Wokha, 
and the district adminis-
tration of Golaghat.

The main objective 
of the mission is to have  
more people-to-people 
contact for sustainable 
peace and friendly re-
lations among the two 
states, it was informed. 
Specifically, it aims to 
bring the two border dis-
tricts closer for better co-
ordination as neighbour 
states, it was informed.

Dimapur, May 3 (EMN): 
Coal and mining un-
ions of  Mongkolem-
ba, Tzurangkong, and 
Changki in Mokokchung 
met with the minister for 
Geology and Mining V 
Kashiho Sangtam on May 
2 at Longtho compound 
in Kiphire. Updates on 
T h u r s d a y  i n f o r m e d 
about the interaction.

During the interac-
tion, the leaders of the 
unions are said to have 
urged Sangtam to estab-
lish a regional office at 

Mongkolemba town. The 
union added that there 
was no proper office for 
Geology and Mining in 
the area for which miners 
face difficulties. 

In response Sangtam 
is said to have assured 
them that he would look 
into the matter. He dis-
cussed with them matters 
about the expansion of 
coal mining activities. 
Speaking about the im-
portance of coal mining 
he said that ‘coal mining 
is important in striking 

a balance of the fragile 
environment,’ according 
to the updates. 

Further, V Kashiho 
Sangtam urged the un-
ions to devise innovative 
suggestions and ideas in 
the interest of the depart-
ment. 

 The minister asserted 
that coal mining not only 
helps provide energy, but 
also creates long-term 
jobs that can give ben-
efits to the local economy 
and communities, the 
updates added.

Toiling stones
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NCS probationers along with officers and staff of ATI during celebration of Moatsu festival on May 2 at multipurpose Hall, ATI, Kohima.

Neena Dutta honouring Swapneel Paul during the inauguration programme of a science stream and of 
Zenith Institute at St. Mary’s Higher Secondary School in Dimapur on May 3.
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NCS probationers see service context 
in toil and rewards of Moatsü

Samziuram village seeks 
governor’s intervention

IAS victor offers insights 
about elements of success 

Assam Rifles to host 
motorcycle rally

FUND DIVERSION

Governor wants Mokokchung to 
renew efforts to develop district

STATE

Dimapur, May 3 (EMN): Na-
galand’s Governor PB Acharya 
is said to have had discussions 
with leaders of communities 
in Mokokchung concerning 
various issues including a 
case about opening a centre 
for unemployed educated 
youth.  Besides they are said 
to have discussed renewing 
collective efforts to engage 
developmental matters with 
special focus on education 
and training of young people 
for entrepreneurship. Another 
issue was on the question of 
working toward a solution to 
the protracted Naga political 
problem, updates from the 
DIPR informed.

Acharya met with leaders 
of frontal organisations of 
Mokokchung town during his 
arrival in the town on May 2 to 
attend the Moatsu festival at 
Chungtia village.

During his meeting with 
leaders of the Ao Senden, Wat-
su Mungdang, and Ao Stu-
dents’ Conference, Acharya 

gave his views about an ‘early’ 
solution to the protracted 
Naga political issue and hoped 
that it would ‘happen soon.’ 
The community’s organisa-
tions likewise gave their views 
about a ‘respectable’ agree-
ment.

Further, Acharya met with 
members of the Mokokchung 
Chambers of Commerce and 
heard their problems includ-
ing issues of transportation 
‘due to poor roads.’ He is said 
to have insisted on ‘training 
of young people’ for entrepre-
neurship to be placed as one of 
their agendas. 

During his interaction with 
the various leaders, Acharya 
mentioned twice that religion 
ought to be in the persoinal 
domain: “You are proud to 
be a Christian, I am proud to 
be a Hindu. Religion should 
be made personal to make a 
man  better.” He conveyed that 
religion must remain in the 
private domain. 

The DIPR update stated 

that Acharya had meeting with 
members of the Mokokchung 
Press Club as well. He appreci-
ated the Ao vernacular news-
papers namely the Ao Milen 
and the Tir Yim Yim for their 
role in disseminating informa-
tion to the rural people.

Later, Acharya met with 
the heads of offices at the 
establishment of addictional 
deputy commissioner (plan-
ning) and inquired about the 
implementation of welfare 
programmes both central 
as well as state schemes. He 
enquired about the work par-
ticularly of the flagship pro-
grammes that are meant for 
the uplift of the poor sections 
of the community. 

The governor also called 
upon the education depart-
ments to exert greater efforts 
to improve their performance 
saying that students belong-
ing to the poor sections of the 
district are in the government 
schools as they cannot afford 
private schools.

Dimapur, May 3 (EMN): It 
was with the conciliation of 
toil and reward that aspira-
tions hold that probationers 
of Nagaland Civil Service 
(NCS) and officers and staff 
of the Administrative Train-
ing Institute (ATI) celebrated 
Moatsu festival on May 2 in 
Kohima. 

Speaking during the oc-
casion, the ATI’s Additional 
Director Kevekha Kevin Ze-
hol said that ‘various stages 
of labour and rituals have 
had to be fulfilled before the 

happy celebration.’ He said 
that the best time to celebrate 
the festival comes after a long 
period of hard work. He con-
textualized the celebrations 
to the struggle and sacrifice 
of the probationers during 
their preparation period for 
the examinations.

Further, Zehol said that 
the festival of each of the 
Naga tribes was important 
for their careers. Saying that 
each of the probationers has 
been put in a place they are in 
for a purpose, he encouraged 

them to contribute their best 
to the state and the people.

Moatsu is a pre-harvest 
festival celebrated by the 
Ao Naga community to in-
voke the blessing of God for 
healthy growth of crops, said 
probationer Chubasanen 
Ozukum. He highlighted the 
significance of the festival. In 
1946 the British administra-
tor PF Adams did away with 
the practice of celebrating 
the festival at different times 
in different places with the 
help of the Dobashi and the 

Ao Students’ Conference. He 
issued an order directing the 
Ao to celebrate the festival 
between May 1 to 6 every 
year, he said. 

The probationer talked 
also about the activities that 
go into the festival includ-
ing feasts, traditional games, 
dances, and gift exchange.

Another probationer Im-
tinungla Longkumer high-
lighted the various aspects 
and significance of Ao Naga 
women’s necklaces and 
shawls besides Ao dishes.

D i m a p u r ,  M a y  3 
(EMN):  Assam Rifles 
has announced to or-
ganise a motorcycle 
rally on theme ‘HIV/
AIDS & drugs free Na-
galand’ from May 5 to 
11. The rally would be 
conducted in three legs 
to cover districts of Ko-
hima, Kiphire, Zunhe-
boto, Wokha, Dimapur, 
Peren, Tuensang and 
Mokokchung.

IGAR (N) had un-
dertaken campaigns 
against drugs and HIV/
AIDS and has been car-
rying out various ac-
tivities in collaboration 
with government agen-
cies as well as NGOs. 
The motorcycle rally is 
part of the campaign 
to create awareness 
amongst the people 
about the social men-
ace of drugs and HIV/
A I D S  a n d  m o t i va t e 
youth to make Naga-
land drugs and HIV/
AIDS free.

T h e  m o t o r c y c l e 
rally leg of Kohima - 
Kiphire – Zunebotto 
–  Wo k h a  w o u l d  b e 
flagged off on May 5 at 

8 am. The event is open 
for all people to join 
in the crusade against 
the social menace of 
HIV/AIDS and drugs to 
save the next genera-
tion and provide them 
a healthy, happy and a 
long life.

The Assam Rifles, in 
a press release, stated 
that 20 bikers from As-
sam Rifles would par-
ticipate in the motor-
cycle rally supported 
by  t h e  l o c a l  b i k e r s 
group from Kohima. 
The bikers would cover 
a distance of 563 kms 
covering Kohima- Jes-
sami- Kiphire- Zunhe-
boto- Wokha and back 
to Kohima.

V a r i o u s  t h e m e 
based activities have 
been planned including 
lectures, skits, friend-
ly volleyball matches 
with local teams, mu-
sical events, medical 
camps. Similar motor-
cycle rallies would be 
conducted in Dimapur 
– Medziphema- Jalukie 
from May 8-11 and in 
Tuensang – Mokokc-
hung from May 9-11.    

cil chairman, Ramheu 
Mpame, and the secretary, 
L Johnson, stated that the 
said project was the com-
mitment of the previous 
DAN government made in 
2014 on the memorandum 
submitted by the village 
council for improvement 
of inter-connectivity of 
four village blocks.

It stated that Samzi-
uram village is considered 
as the biggest and largest 
village in Peren district, 
adding those who visited 
the village know the neces-

sity for improvement of 
the road.

“I f  s u c h  g e n u i n e 
project sanctioned is to be 
diverted to meet the inter-
est of some leaders in the 
PDA hierarchy, what kind 
of future are we heading 
to?” the council wondered.

In view of the above 
stated circumstances, the 
village council has sought 
the intervention of the gov-
ernor on the matter which 
has deprived the inno-
cent villagers of their basic 
rights and necessities.

are a paradigm. Paul 
made it to the interview 
stage in his first attempt. 
In the second attempt 
he qualified for the In-
dian Postal Service and in 
third, the Indian Revenue 
Service. At the fourth at-
tempt he achieved the 
one aspiration- the Indian 
Administrative Service.

Asked about his mo-
tivation to becoming 
an IAS officer, Paul said 
the thought that an IAS 
officer could make the 
greatest impact and also 
contribute the most was 
the motivation during his 

course of preparation.
The school’s principal 

Neena Dutta described 
the two establishments 
as blessings for the peo-
ple of Nagaland. Speak-
ing about Zenith Insti-
tute, Dutta informed that 
the new institute is es-
tablished for coaching 
purposes especially the 
aspirants of competitive 
exams. She said that as-
pirants in Nagaland can 
utilise the service and no 
longer have to go out-
side the state as the new 
institute will serve the 
objective.

OFFICE OF THE
CHIECHA RAMIA DZEVI KROTHO

KOHIMA : NAGALAND

CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE

The Chiecha Ramia Dzevi Krotho (CRDK) congratulate Dr. Ruovinuo Theünuo, 
daughter of Er. & Mrs. Kezhazelhou Theünuo of Chiechama for being selected through 
NPSC for appointment to the post of Medical Officer (Cl-1 Gazetted) under the Health 
& Family Welfare Department, Govt. of Nagaland.

The Krotho thank the Almighty God for her success in getting through this 
prestigious examination.

The Krotho wish her good health and a successful career in serving the public.
(KETOULHOU METHA) 

President
 (KHRIEZOTUO MERE) 

General Secretary
K-1661

1. Bachelor of Arts 

2. Bachelor of Commerce 

3. Bachelor of Business Administration

 (BBA)

4. Bachelor of Science 

5. Community College

6. Other Certificate Course 

7. Civil Service Exams Coaching

 

8. Hostels

- Honours in Economics 

- Honours in Education 

- Honours in English 

- Honours in Political Science 

- Honours in Sociology 

- Honours in History

- General

- Honours in Accounting and Finance

- Honours in Botany

- Honours in Zoology 

- Honours in Chemistry 

- Tourism and & Service Industry

- Desktop Publishing

 

- Guidance & Counselling 

- Tally 

- Football Coaching 

- St. Joseph’s Men’s Hostel 

-  St. John Paul II Men’s Hostel 

- Adoration Women's Hostel

- Carmel Study House (Women’s Hostel)

- Ave Maria Women's Hostel 

courses offered 

1. Bachelor of Arts

2. Bachelor of Commerce : 

3. Bachelor of Business Administration

4. Bachelor of Science  : 

5. Community College  :

6. Civil Service Exams Coaching

  : Honours in Economics, Education, English, History, Political Science & Sociology 

Honours in Accounting and Finance

Honours in Botany, Zoology and Chemistry 

                                               (Elective Papers - Botany, Chemistry, Zoology, Physics & Mathematics)

 Tourism and & Service Industry /  Desktop Publishing

 

* International Staff  / Student Exchange: King’s University College, London, Canada. 

* Member of  Institute of  International Education - Opening the world of  opportunities for 

   Exchange programme 

Facilities : Computer Centre, Broadband Internet, Wi-fi, Library (a collection of 19,260 including text 

book related curriculum material, inspiration, information and reference book like encyclopedia, 

Yearbook, Dictionary, supplement of Encyclopedia, E- Journals, Daily Newspapers, Geographical 

sources, Directories, Handbooks and Manual ),  ATM, Dispensary, Canteen and Hostels (Boys and Girls) 

       1. College Office: 0370  2231009 /2233022, 

             9436437544 / 9402832523

2. Catholic Publication Centre, Kohima

3. Pastoral Center, Holy Cross, Dimapur 

4. St. Xavier’s School,  Meluri: 8415087875

5. Queen Mary’s Hr. Sec. School, Mokokchung: 

7005572833

6. Cathedral Church, Kohima:  9436005591

S T. J O S E P H ’ S C O L L E G E - J A K H A M A

S T. J O S E P H ’ S C O L L E G E - J A K H A M A

P. B. No. 39, KOHIMA, NAGALAND - 797 001

th

7. Carmel School Hr. Sec. School, Dimapur, 4  

Mile, 9402434305

8. St. Joseph’s Hr. Sec. School, Dimapur, 

Chumukedima, 9436260338

9. Loyola Hr. Sec. School, Kiphire:  9436606325

10. St. John’s Hr. Sec. School, Tuensang. 

8729978795

11. Sacred Heart Hr. Sec.  School, Chizami. 

12. Don Bosco Hr. Sec. School, Wokha

Admission form available:

CHOOSING THE RIGHT COLLEGE

 Admission starts soon after the HSSLC Result

Students can submit the application online at http://stjosephjakhama.ac.in

DP-387

DP
-3

89

Dimapur, May 3 (EMN): 
Samziuram village council 
has sought an immediate 
intervention of the state 
governor against the al-
leged diversion of fund for 
improvement of the village 
interlinked road amount-
ing to INR 3 croro under 
Special Road Develop-
ment Programme (SRDP) 
to some other village.

While questioning the 
functioning of PDA gov-
ernment, the village coun-

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, May 3: Swap-
neel Paul from Nagaland, 
who cleared the Union 
Public Service Commis-
sion (UPSC) this year, 
has advised students to 
be sincere and consistent 
if they wish to achieve 
their dreams. He cleared 
the UPSC exam securing 
64th rank. He is the first 
candidate from Nagaland 
to clear the UPSC exam in 
the general category. 

“If  you do well  in 
class X examinations it 
will augment your con-
fidence in class XII. That 
result will lead you to a 
good college where you 
will meet so many bright 
students who will inspire 
you to dream big in life. 
So start from now,” Paul 
exhorted the students to 
start from now on stating 
that life ought to grow 
from stage to stage.

Paul was addressing 
the students as a special 
guest at the inauguration 
programme of Science 
stream and Zenith Insti-
tute at St. Mary’s Higher 
Secondary School in Di-
mapur. An alumnus of 
Holy Cross School in Di-
mapur, Paul ranked 6th 
in the HSLC examination 
conducted by the Na-
galand Board of School 
Education (NBSE) in May 
2006. Paul said securing 
6th rank in the HSLC was 
one of the greatest mo-
rale boosters in his life. 
“That was when I found 
out that I could achieve 
anything in life,” Paul 
recounted.

Paul advised the stu-
dents to never listen to 
demotivated remarks. He 
stated that if one dreams 
big and works hard on it, 
one will definitely be suc-
cessful.

Sincerity and consist-
ency are the two things 
required to be success-
ful in life, he said add-
ing being sincere has to 
do with one’s dedication 
toward the goals one as-
pire and be clear about it 
rather than doing it just 
for the sake of doing. He 
said being consistent is 
to remain at the level or 
go one step better than 
before. 

Talking about being 
consistent, Paul said his 
attempts in UPSC itself 
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Guwahati, May 3 (PTI): 
People of Assam are pro-
testing against the Cen-
tre’s move to handover 
historical monuments to 
private entities for main-
tenance due to “commu-
nication gap” and “lack of 
understanding”, BJP’s As-
sam unit president Ran-
jeet Kumar Dass today 
said.

The Centre is hand-
ing over the historically 
important places to pri-
vate parties for maintain-
ing the outside areas of 
the monument and im-
proving their safety, he 
claimed.

“I think there is a com-
munication gap. Every-
one in India is praising 
this step. Only here, we 

are seeing protests against 
the move,” Dass told a 
press conference here.

“It is basically for 
beautification of the out-
side of the monuments. 
There is a lack of under-
standing on the entire 
thing.

I hope that after few 
days, people will under-
stand and will appreciate 

this in Assam as well,” 
Dass opined.

Massive protests were 
witnessed across the state 
following reports that a 
local travel company has 
submitted its ‘Expression 
of Interest’ for adopting 
Kaziranga National Park, 
Kareng Ghar, the Ahom 
Kings’ palace, the amphi-
theatre Rang Ghar and 

Shiva Doul (temple).
All Assam Students’ 

Union, Asom Jaiyatabadi 
Yuba Chatra Parishad, 
Krishak Mukti Sangram 
Samiti and Congress have 
condemned the move and 
asserted that they will not 
allow anyone to takeover 
the “state’s pride”.

The organisations 
h e l d  a g i t a t i o n  p r o -

grammes across the state 
and burnt effigies of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Assam Chief 
Minister Sarbananda 
Sonowal yesterday.

KMSS has announced 
to hold a protest at Ka-
ziranga National Park 
tomorrow, followed by 
similar agitations in front 
of other monuments too.

Dimapur, May 3 (EMN): The 
Centre for Agriculture and 
Rural Development (Card) 
and the Indian Council of 
Food and Agriculture inau-
gurated an agricultural event 
called the Vibrant North East 
2018 at the Veterinary College 
ground at Khanapara in Gu-
wahati. A press release from 
the PIB informed about the 
event on Th

ursday. 
According to the press re-

lease, the member secretary 
of the State Planning Board of 
Mizoram PL Thanga was the 
chief guest of the event. “The 
Northeast region has a rich 
history and it was developed 
in many areas even before 
the rest of the country. The 
region has potential for an 
agriculture boom and both 
the state and central govern-

ment has formulated many 
new policies and schemes 
for developing the sector,” 
he said in his address to the 
event.

Increasing investment 
for the agriculture sector is 
another major initiative tak-
en by the government, he 
added. 

Dr. Anis Ansari, chairman 
of Card, also spoke during 
the occasion. He said, “We 
have a variety of farming ad-
vantages in the region. If we 
can use them for the benefit 
of the sector, that will be a 
great boost,” the press release 
stated.

“Every year, we are organ-
ising farmer’s meet across the 
country to discuss about their 
dreams and aspirations and 
the ways to fulfil them. We are 
also trying to make the public 

as well as the government 
aware of the farmer’s issues 
by organising meetings with 
them. The Vibrant North East 
2018 is an extension of our 
effort in that line.”

The event saw stakehold-
ers from the industry, the 
government, and the devel-
opment sectors allied with 
the agricultural sectors of the 
north-eastern region. Min-
istries such the ministries of 
Information and Broadcast-
ing; Women and Child De-
velopment; Food Processing 
Industries among others, set 
up exhibitions based on vari-
ous themes. The aim of the 
exhibitions was to publicise 
the public for the numerous 
government schemes and 
programmes that are avail-
able to them and to link farm-
ers to the market directly.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, May 3 (EMN): Dr. Nu-
mal Monin, a local MLA from 
Bokajan along with KAAC Deo-
pani MAC Mukut Mahanta  
inspected the various storm 
affected villages in Bokajan on 
May 3 Thursday. 

Momin informed that 
around 2300 people were af-
fected from the heavy storm 
that occurred on May 2. 

In this regard a relief opera-
tion have been started where 

check up camp are being in-
stalled to help the affected peo-
ple. 

Momin assured help to the 
affected families on behalf of 
the Assam government.

More than 524 houses are 
being damaged in Borman-
thi and Kukiar Bari villages 64 
houses at Sorumanthi village 
while the Bokajan veterinary 
dispensary is also said to have 
been partially damaged by the 
storm. 

Aizawl, May 3 (PTI): BJP leader Shanti 
Jiban Chakma would be sworn-in as 
chief executive member (CEM) of the 
Chakma Autonomous District Council 
(CADC) in Mizoram tomorrow, official 
sources today said.

The CEM is the administrative head 
of the 20-member CADC, formed un-
der the sixth schedule of the Constitu-
tion in 1972.

Shanti Jiban Chakma will be sworn-
in by Deputy Commissioner of south-
ernmost Mizoram’s Lawngtlai district. 
N Chakhai, the sources said.

Mizoram Governor Lt Gen Nirbhay 
Sharma yesterday invited the United 
Legislature Party (ULP) to form the 
executive committee that will rule the 
CADC, an autonomous council for 
ethnic Chakma people living in South-
Western Mizoram bordering Bangla-
desh and Myanmar.

Traditional rivals the BJP and the 
Congress floated the ULP after the April 
20 election to the CADC had thrown 
a fractured mandate. While the Mizo 
National Front (MNF) bagged 8 seats, 
the Congress won 6 and the BJP 5. 

Election to one seat was stayed by the 
Gauhati High Court. All the 19 elected 
members of the CADC would also take 
oath on Friday, the last date fixed by the 
State Election Commission for taking 
oaths by the newly-elected members, 
the sources said.

State Sports Minister Zodintluanga 
of the Congress had said on April 25 
that a post-poll alliance, the ULP, was 
forged after the two parties’ local lead-
ers reached an agreement, and this 
would not have any bearing in Delhi or 
in the coming Assembly election in the 
north eastern state.

BJP sources had, at that time, said 
the party may take action against its 
elected CADC members for forging the 
alliance with the Congress.

Later, the leadership agreed to the 
tie-up after the six Congress members 
decided to join the ULP as individual 
members leaving their party identity 
behind. The MNF had also been opti-
mistic of forming a coalition with the 
BJP, but rejected the BJP’s demand of 
electing its party leader to occupy the 
top post of the CADC.

Agartala, May 3 (PTI): Police seized sharp 
edged weapons from a local committee office 
of the CPI(M) during a raid at Champaknagar 
in West Tripura district, about 22 km from here.

Acting on a tip-off, police raided the 
CPI(M) office in Jirania sub-division and 
seized two machetes and a Khukri (Nepalese 
knife) among others, officiating Superintend-
ent of Police of (Police Control) Harkumar 
Debbarma said.

Nobody was arrested during the raid, the 
SP said.

Reacting to the incident, BJP spokesperson 
Mrinal Kanti Deb alleged that the arms recov-
ery once again proved that large number of 
arms was stored for post-election violence by 
the CPI(M).

“They stored these weapons in CPI(M) 
party offices before the elections to terrorize 
our supporters. This is a commendable work 
by the state police and a welcome move for 
safety and security of common people,” Deb 
told reporters.

CPI(M) state secretary Bijan Dhar denied 
his party’s role in storing weapons and claimed 
that most offices of the party were not in their 
possession.

“Most of our party offices have been 
grabbed by BJP hoodlums and put under lock 
and key. They have planted these weapons,” 
Dhar said.

Meanwhile, in a separate raid, the police 
seized brown sugar, narcotics tablets and an 
air gun from a house at Math Chowmuhani 
area and arrested three persons in this connec-
tion, a police officer said.

Itanagar, May 3 (PTI): Arunach-
al Pradesh Chief Minister Pema 
Khandu today urged Medical Coun-
cil of India (MCI) for early operation-
alisation of the state”s first medical 
college.

Khandu during a meeting with 
MCI President, Jayshree Mehta in 
New Delhi gave details of the present 
status of infrastructure development 
as well as administrative and faculty 
of the Tomo Riba Institute of Health 
and Medical Science (TRIHMS), des-
ignated as the first medical college to 

be of the state.
He assured Mehta that all re-

quirements as per the guidelines 
would be met and all deficiencies 
will be addressed, an official release 
informed. The MCI president appre-
ciated the chief minister and assured 
all help.

The operationalisation of the 
first medical college of the state is 
pending since 2015.

The government vacated many 
government offices from the old 
secretariat and old state assembly 

complex in the heart of town and 
also allotted 150 acres in the vicinity 
for future expansion of the institute.

Khandu had also called on Union 
Health Minister J P Nadda to seek 
his intervention to get the academic 
session started at TRIHMS from the 
coming session, rge release added.

The chief minister was accom-
panied by Principal Resident Com-
missioner Jeetendra Narayan and 
Health Commissioner Kaling Tayeng 
during the meeting, the release 
added.

Imphal, May 3 (IANS): Irate over 
their long-standing demands re-
maining unfulfilled and a top of-
ficial telling them to “join the un-
derground”, students in the Indira 
Gandhi National Tribal University 
on Thursday locked up all varsity 
departments as well as the adminis-
trative block.

The students of the university, 
whose campus is located at Makhan 
in Kangpokpi district but classes are 
being held in Adimjati complex in 
Imphal since 2009, have been de-
manding hostels for the students, staff 
quarters for the teachers and other 
employees and other basic amenities 
expected of a university. They are also 
demanding 99 per cent seat reserva-
tion for tribal students.

Students’ Union President 

Holkhomang Chongloi said: “Our 
demands remain ignored even after 
several years. Some student leaders 
called on Ram Jivan Thakur, Director 
of the Manipur unit of the university, 
on Thursday. 

“He did not speak properly and 
asked us to join the armed under-
ground movement if we are so aggres-
sive and resort to agitations.”

Given that there was no means 
to draw the attention of the higher 
authority, the students decided to 
protest, Chongloi said. 

Noting that there have been stu-
dents’ agitations earlier too but higher 
authorities somehow managed to find 
a quick fix, temporary solutions to end 
them, he asserted that “the campaign 
shall continue till our demands are 
fulfilled”.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, May 3 (EMN): The who is 
on his first day A felicitation pro-
gramme to welcome the newly 
appointed cabinet Minister of As-
sam for Hills Area Development 
(HAD), Sum Ronghang initiated by 
Karbi Anglong Autonomous Coun-
cil (KAAC) was held at his office 
chamber at Secretariat Dispur in 
Guwahati on May 3 Thursday.

Sum Ronghang from Diphu as-
sembly constituency was recently 
inducted as the HAD Minister un-
der the leadership of Assam Chief 
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal from 
Karbi Anglong district on April 26 
along with six other ministers. 

Our Correspondent 
Imphal, May 3 (EMN): 
The results of the higher 
secondary examination 
for 2018 conducted by the 
Council of Higher Second-
ary Education Manipur 
(COHSEM) was declared 
at the office of COHSEM 
by the Education Minister 
Thokchom Radheshyam 
on May 3 Thursday.

Radheshyam said that 
the overall pass percent-
age was 67.04, which is a 
decline from the previ-
ous year’s record of 68.81 
percent. He informed that 
this year 28,024 candidates 
enrolled for the examina-
tion, out of which 27,776 
candidates sat for it. 18,621 
cleared the examination, 
he said.

The minister said that 
the examination results 
were declared in a short 

span of time because of 
the untiring efforts con-
tributed by the education 
staff. 

The pass percentage 
of Noney district record-
ed the highest pass per-
centage of 96.80 with 333 
candidates clearing the 
examination out of 344 
candidates who sat for it. 
Imphal West had the high-
est number of candidates 
appearing the examina-
tion: 9606 candidates, with 
6664 clearing it.

Out of 7189 enrolled 
for Arts, 7079 sat and 5048 
candidates cleared the 
papers. In the science 
stream 20328 enrolled, 
20193 sat for the exam 
and 13240 cleared it. In 
the commerce stream 507 
students enrolled, 504 sat 
for it and 333 cleared the 
examination.

EM Images

Thokchom Radheshyam seen speaking during the result declaration of 
higher secondary examination for 2018 in Manipur.

Mirror Crossword 1808sud0ku 1648
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1807

ACROSS
1. Hunt illegally
6. Danish atomic physicist Niels ____
10. Coal scuttles
14. Kelps or seaweeds
15. Mountain range in Kirghiz
16. Region
17. Jeweled headband
18. Inactive
19. Yields to death
20. Female social club
22. Skinflints
24. United States Geological Survey
25. Founder of associative psychology, 

David _______
26. “______ changeo”
29. City in Yemen
30. Transported by horse or car
31. Cede or release
37. US symbol
39. Latin (abbrev.)
40. Variant of “Eileen”
41. Farsightedness
44. Rip
45. Hits
46. Do without
48. Favorable conditions
52. Father
53. Wear down by friction
54. Thins
58. Part of speech
59. People born in August
61. Extent
62. Between head and shoulders
63. Former English cloth measures
64. Scarf or necktie
65. Requests
66. Anger
67. Hidden supply 

DOWN
1. Taps
2. Medley or stew

3. Food thickener
4. Merry-go-rounds
5. Publisher William Randolph 

______
6. Entices
7. A song from the 50s or 60s
8. Computer in 2001: A Space 

Odyssey
9. Non-Euclidean mathematician 

Georg Friedrich _______
10. Possessed (archaic)
11. Projecting bay window
12. Equipment manufacturer: 

John _____ 13. 

Impudent
21. ____ Stavinsky, composer
23. Pertaining to modern-day 

Mesopotamia
25. Poor Caribbean country
26. Prepare (abbrev.)
27. Lion sound
28. Cutting side
29. Smacks
32. Genus for ladyfish
33. Possessing great speed
34. Electrical engineering group
35. Catch or tear
36. Protagonist

38. Faded 42. One who sings 
“Alpine” style

43. At a distance
47. Musical theatrical shows
48. _____-Barbera Productions
49. Woodwind instruments
50. Freight carrier
51. Financial institutions
52. No longer in fashion
54. Somersault
55. Natives of South America
56. Self-conceits
57. Son of Adam
60. Inventor ___ Whitney

solutions to suD0ku 1647

Assam protests due to communication gap and 
lack of understanding of Centre’s move — BJP 

Guwahati inaugurates agricultural 
gala Vibrant North East 2018 

Local MLA visits storm 
affected villages in Bokajan

CADC chief to be sworn-in today

Machettes, Khukri 
seized from CPI(M) 
office in Tripura

Khandu urges MCI for early operationalisation of med. college

Agitating tribal students in 
Manipur lock up varsity

KAAC felicitates 
newly appointed 
HAD minister

Manipur higher sec. 
results for 2018 declared 
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Participants pose for a group photo after the demonstration on application of lime in agricultural field 
in Medemyim village sub-division on April 27

NDPP office bearers pose for a photo with elders and party functionaries of NDPP Tuensang region and 
erstwhile NCP leaders after the merger function on May 3.

AR nabs NSCN (K) cadre

300mn smartphones 
with ‘notch display’ to 
be sold in 2018: Report

NDPP welcomes former NCP 
candidate from Tuensang

Agriculture department conducts 
farmers training in Mokokchung

Kohima admin. orders garage, 
workshops off Secretariat road
Dimapur, May 3 (EMN): 
The establishment of the 
deputy commissioner 
of Kohima district has 
directed automobile 
servicing stations, work-
shops, and garages off 
the new Secretariat road 
in the capital town. 

According to updates 
from the DIPR, the au-
thorities have ordered 
all in concern to remain 
within their premises 
considering that said 
motor stations operat-
ing along the new Secre-
tariat road are encroach-
ing into the public roads 
with their activities for 
which traffic movement 
is being affected.

The administration 
reminded that the vehi-

cles at the garages and 
workshops are being 
parked and repaired on 
the roads itself, the ad-
ministration stated that 
such activities were af-
fecting traffic flow be-
sides ‘destroying’ the 
road.

Besides, the authori-
ties stated that the serv-
icing stations and car 
washes were flooding 
the road with water and 
other effluents which is 
affecting the lifespan of 
the road.

The district admin-
istration has directed all 
garages, workshops, and 
servicing stations to re-
move run-down vehicles 
parked along the road 
within five days from the 

date this order issues. 
The authorities have 

cautioned that no repair 
works should be carried 
out beyond the service 
area’s premises. Vehicle 
servicing stations and 
car washes are ordered 
to ensure that water and 
other effluents do not 
flow onto the road but 
are properly disposed 
off without affecting the 
neighbourhood and the 
environment.

The DIPR update 
added that the order 
comes into effect imme-
diately. The authorities 
have warned that failure 
to adhere to the directive 
would invite penal ac-
tion in accordance with 
the law.

Dimapur, May 3 (EMN): 
Group “C” of the Na-
tionalist Democrat-
ic Progressive Party 
(NDPP) central ex-
ecutive board has wel-
comed the merger of H 
Zungkum Chang, NCP 
candidate from 54 Tue-
sang Sadar-II. The brief 
merger declaration 
programme was held 
on May 3 at youth hall, 
Chongpho khel, Tuen-
sang village, organised 

by NDPP Tuensang re-
gion.

The programme co-
incided with the NDPP 
region tour and was at-
tended by all area office 
bearers and village unit 
party functionaries.

Region tour group 
leader, former MLA and 
NDPP vice president, 
Kakheho Sukhalu deliv-
ered a brief congratula-
tory speech at the merg-
er function. Sukhalu, 

speaking on behalf of the 
NDPP leadership, con-
gratulated H Zungkum 
Chang and all former 
leaders of the NCP from 
54 Tuensang – ll AC. He 
said NDPP is strictly a 
cadre based political 
party and encouraged 
them to get themselves 
enrolled at the earliest 
possible time. He has 
further assure all possi-
ble help based on justice 
and transparency. 

Dimapur, May 3 (EMN): 
Basing on specific intel-
ligent inputs, troops of 
Chieswema battalion of 
the Assam Rifles arrested 
one suspected NSCN (K) 
cadre in possession of ex-
tortion slip and cash from 
High School Junction, Ko-
hima, on May 2.

The cadre has been 
identified as ‘ss’ Lieuten-
ant of NSCN (K), Ath-
rong Sangtam (31), son of 
Tshapong Sangtam and 
resident of Chimonger vil-
lage in Tuensang district.

The Assam Rifles press 
release stated that the in-
dividual had revealed his 
involvement in collection 
of illegal taxes and extor-
tion money from local 
populace in Kohima town. 
The troops recovered 
extortion slip of NSCN/ 
GPRN (K) and cash of INR 
2,000.

It further stated that 
the individual and recov-
ered items were handed 
over to North Police Sta-
tion, Kohima, for further 
investigation.

New Delhi, May 3 (IANS): 
Around 300 million smart-
phones -- which equates 
to 19 per cent of the total 
devices to be sold in 2018 
globally -- will have a 
“notch display”, a new re-
port said on Thursday.

Huawei, OPPO, Vivo 
and Xiaomi smartphones 
with “notch displays” (a 
little black cut-out on top 
of the smartphone screen) 
are likely to exceed 100 
million units in sales in 
2018, said market research 
firm Counterpoint.

“Android smartphones 
will contribute to 55 per 
cent of such devices and 
most of the tier-one An-
droid Original Equipment 
Manufacturers (OEMs) 

will embrace ‘notch dis-
plays’ in their flagships 
first,” Counterpoint add-
ed.

The adoption of “notch 
displays” in sub-$200 
price segments from tier-
one brands will depend 
on competitive pressure 
and consumer feedback.

Cupertino-headquar-
tered Apple will lead the 
segment by capturing 45 
per cent of devices with 
“notch displays”.

Apple is also expect-
ed to adopt “notch dis-
play” in its next series of 
iPhones.

Android creator Andy 
Rubin’s Essential Phone 
was first to embrace the 
“notch display”.

Dimapur, May 3 
(EMN): Department 
of agriculture, Mang-
kolemba sub-division, 
has conducted one-
day training cum dem-
onstration on “pack-
age and practices” for 
women farmers on 
April 25.

Chaso (AI) spoke 
on the concept and 
importance of SHG 
and its objective of 
getting the home 
needs and to improve 
the livelihood of farm-
ing families and wom-
en farmers group.

Resource person 
Ms Sashienla (ATM) 
demonstrated on pre-
paring mixed fruit jam 
and ginger pickle. She 
encouraged the farm-
er on immense poten-
tial of value addition 

as it has high profit in 
food processing sector. 
The programme was 
chaired by Masaliba 
(AO).

On April 26, train-
ing cum demonstration 
on farm machineries 
at Longpayimsen vil-
lage was conducted. 
Resource person Senti-
sang, AFA, explained on 
the importance of hand 
hoes, foot sprayer etc. 
He spoke and demon-
strated on the principles 
and uses of cono weed-
er, power tiller tractor 
and water pump.

The programme was 

chaired by Talisenup 
(AFA). A total of 15 farm-
ers were benefitted.

Another Demonstra-
tion on Agri –lime appli-
cation was conducted at 
Longtho, Moayimti, Me-
demyim and Longphay-
imsen village on April 26 
and 27. Resource person 
Masaliba (AO) empha-
sised on the importance 
of applying lime imme-
diately after the growing 
season or crop removal 
to allow lime to react 
correcting pH before the 
next growing season. He 
also demonstrated ap-
plication method.  
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Owning Up

T
he abduction of an oil tanker driver and 
his assistant in Tuensang district has made 
headlines the last three days although the 
abduction took place on April 22. It took the 

state government almost nine days to act, but only 
a day after the shutdown of fuel outlets in the state. 
This time round there is no benefit of doubt for the 
authorities both in the districts as well as the state.  

Although the first shutdown in the four districts—
Mokokchung, Zunheboto, Longleng, and Tuensang 
started as early as April 26, the news made it to the 
headlines only after the state-wide total shutdown 
started on April 30. Many feared about the lives of 
the victims since more than a week had passed after 
the abduction.  Fortunately, for all concerned the vic-
tims were finally handed over to the authorities, alive 
and in sound health on May 3. The Eastern Nagaland 
People’s Organisation (ENPO) was instrumental in 
securing the release of the two abducted. 

Even after 11 days the public is still unaware of 
those responsible for the abduction whether it was 
by some dacoits or by some of the Naga political 
groups.  No one has owned up the responsibility yet. 

The case would never have made it to the news-
papers unless the main fuel distributor at Mokok-
chung town for the four districts of Mokokchung, 
Zunheboto, Longleng and Tuensang had started the 
closure of fuel outlets in these districts as early as 
April 26. The government’s publicity wing especially 
in the remote districts also has a duty to report such 
events and not only the PR publications. 

Criminal cases especially during investigations 
do not fall under the purview of the RTI Act in Na-
galand. The reason why the district police has a 
PRO these days to give out information on a need-
to-know basis. However, it turns out that in this case 
the police and the authorities were helpless as they 
had to take the help of ENPO to secure the release of 
those abducted. 

Such delays and reactions only embolden wrong 
doers to repeat such crimes. Incidences like the 
present one just might go unnoticed in some other 
big populous state in India. However Nagaland is a 
small state and it is only recently that the people, es-
pecially the traders, have a sense of security in doing 
business in Nagaland. The authorities and the tribe 
organisations should make an example out of such 
cases so that such incidences are not repeated. 

Sanjiv Kataria  | IANS

We are created in the image of a God who 
is loving and relational.

“But if God has no beginning and no end, and has al-
ways existed, what was He doing before He created us? 

How did He spend His time?” Some precocious Sunday 
school student always asks this question when we talk 
about God’s eternal nature. I used to respond that this 
was a bit of a mystery. But recently I learned that the Bible 
gives us an answer to this question.

When Jesus prays to His Father in John 17, He says 
“Father, . . . you loved me before the creation of the world” 
(v. 24). This is God as revealed to us by Jesus: Before the 
world was ever created, God was a trinity (Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit)—all loving each other and being loved. 
When Jesus was baptized, God sent His Spirit in the form 
of a dove and said, “This is my Son, whom I love” (Mat-
thew 3:17). The most foundational aspect of God’s iden-
tity is this outgoing, life-giving love.

What a lovely and encouraging truth this is about our 
God! The mutual, outgoing love expressed by each mem-
ber of the Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—is key to 
understanding the nature of God. What was God doing 
before the beginning of time? What He always does: He 
was loving because He is love (1 John 4:8).

God, thank You for Your overflowing, self-giving love.

DAILY

PATH
Before the 
Beginning

BIBLE READ:    MATTHEW 3:13–17
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

You loved me before the creation of the world.     
~  John 17:24

T
ime was when, if you aspired 
to study abroad, you wouldn’t 
look beyond the US and the 
United Kingdom with their 

prestigious colleges and great institu-
tions of higher learning, many of them 
with an Ivy League tag. They still exist, 
but a plethora of restrictions of late on 
internships, on-job training, work per-
mits and the uncertainty around H-1B 
visas have led students and parents to 
cast the net wider.

Countries like Canada, Australia, 
Singapore and, of late, Dubai have 
emerged as hot favourites due to the 
growing number of opportunities to 
study, find remunerative work and op-
tions to settle down.

But before you jump to a country of 
choice, you need to answer questions 
like: What is it that really interests you? 
What would you like to achieve? What 
do you enjoy doing? These are not in-
ane questions but important point-
ers to your future career. With the jobs 
as we know them to be today set to 
change vastly or disappear in the next 
5-10 years due to tectonic technologi-
cal changes, students looking for a sat-
isfying and successful career will have 
to seriously ponder the road ahead.

Here are a few parameters for 
you to consider when comparing 
Universities:

* Compare the QS rankings of the 
short-listed colleges. The reputed Brit-
ish agency, QS, compares top univer-
sities globally on parameters like re-
search, teaching, employability and 
internationalisation -- and the insti-
tute’s stature.

* Consider the academic excellence 
and research facilities, but also check 
out the innovation, entrepreneurship 
and employability focus of the Univer-
sity.

Remember, employability means 

not just employment and getting 
a job, but equipping you with the 
skills, the knowledge and tools to 
be able to succeed in your career.

Of all these parameters, check 
out specifically the focus the uni-
versity places on employability 
of students, making sure to find 
out if they have a well-researched 
and thought through Professional 
Development Program (PDP) tai-
lored for international students to 
enhance their career success.

* It is normal and expected of 
students not to know what they 
want to do. Check out if the PDP 
for an international student like 
you will give systematic opportu-
nities to experience, say, an Aus-
tralian, Singaporean or a Canadian 
workplace culture, facilitate in-
ternships, the recruitment process 
and prepare you for a global career 
-- through interactive sessions. 
Also check out how the programme will 
equip you with inputs so that you as an 
international student “stand out”.

* Do enquire what options are 
available for international students for 
networking and sharpening the com-
munication skills to boost your em-
ployability, besides helping you with 
effective resumes, interviewing tips 
and mock interviews.

* What career advice can you expect 
to maximise employment outcomes? 
Does the University’s placement divi-
sion organise career fairs and semi-
nars? If yes, how often are recruiters 
invited to the campus? Do the invitees 
to the career workshops include inter-
national alumni who have made a suc-
cess of their careers? Where does the 
university rank on employer reputation 
on QS?

* One of the important parameters 
to consider would be the state of the 
health of the economy. Many of you 
would be surprised to learn that Aus-
tralia has been recession-free for the 
past 26 years while the strong econo-

mies of Singapore and Canada have 
experienced a blip or two during this 
period. Australia’s economic success 
often goes unnoticed because it is not 
promoted as much as the UK and the 
US.

* Compare starting salaries for 
graduates or post-graduates, especially 
from your area of study across Univer-
sities and the cost of living of shortlist-
ed countries. Some countries prescribe 
minimum wages based on qualifica-
tions and industry and you would do 
well to compare them.

* While most popular courses to 
pursue abroad among Indian students 
are Business, Information Technology, 
Engineering, Science and Architecture, 
you would do well to check how the 
programme of your choice ranks in the 
preferred University.

* Look for institutions where schol-
arship awards are offered to only a few 
students based on merit-based scores 
that are usually above the minimum 
cut-off prescribed for admissions. Best 
to avoid institutions that offer scholar-

ships as a bait to every foreign student 
more as a price-off than on merit.

* Another point for Indian students 
to consider is how easy is to transfer to 
the education system. How compatible 
and similar is it to Indian 10+2+3 edu-
cation structure? Since universities in 
the US insist on a 10+2+4, only those 
following an under-graduate engineer-
ing and architecture programme of 
four years or more can go in for higher 
education.

* Your safety and congenial weath-
er conditions are equally important 
considerations when going abroad to 
study. I would recommend a safe and 
student-friendly place like Sydney any 
time over an extreme weather loca-
tion in America and Canada where the 
weather, for majority of the year, can be 
harsh and below freezing point.

(Sanjiv Kataria, who served as brand 
custodian for NIIT for nearly two 

decades, is a communications counsel. 
The views expressed are personal. He 

can be reached at sanjiv.kataria@
gmail.com )

To,  The Chief Minister
        Government of Nagaland: Kohima.

Sub:  Representation

Hon’ble Sir,
The Nagaland Tribes Council (NTC) is obliged to 

draw your kind attention to the following issues for 
favour of positive response in the interest of the bon-
afide citizens of the state.
1. The Nagaland Special Development Zone  (NSDZ): 
The DAN Govt. adopted NSDZ on 24.3.2014 under 
which the foothill areas within the state of Nagaland 
will be earmarked for the so called Special Develop-
ment Zones. Within the cadastral areas, the special 
protective laws of Nagaland such as Article 371A, ILP 
and Nagaland Land and Revenue (amendment) Act, 
1978 shall not be made applicable. The NSDZ will 
become free zone for anyone from any race, own any 
amount of land and pursue any business without re-
striction. The whole intention of NSDZ is to curve out 
the plain sector of Nagaland State for outsiders for per-
manent settlement. Such decision is anti-state and su-
icidal for the present and posterity with the laid down 
theme, as and when NSDZ is implemented, non-in-
digenous people from outside Nagaland will virtually 
overwhelm the earmarked area which consequently 
will be the base for intrusion of unauthorized citizens 
to take control of Nagaland. This proposed zone will 
therefore do more harm than good to Nagaland. NTC 
therefore demands that the proposal for NSDZ be re-
voke without further delay.
2. The Nagaland Land and Revenue (Amendment) 
Act, 1978: 

The Nagaland Tribes Council (NTC) had urged the 
State Government to implement Government notifi-
cation No. LAW-213/78 dated Kohima, the 30th of Sep-
tember, 1978 in letter and in spirit in order to protect 
the inherent right of indigenous people, its land and 
properties and safe guard the indigenous people of the 
State from external exploitations.

The “Nagaland Land and Revenue Regulation 
(Amendment) Act 1978” which received the assent of 
the Governor on the 29th of September, 1978 amend-
ed the Assam Land and Revenue Regulation, 1886 and 
extended to the whole of Nagaland State to protect and 
preserve the land that belongs to the indigenous and 
vulnerable people of the state.

The Sub-Section (2) of the Act stated “Notwith-
standing anything to the contrary in any law, usage, 
contract or agreement no person (other than the in-
digenous inhabitants of Nagaland) shall acquire or 
posses by transfer, exchange, lease, agreement of set-
tlement of any land in any area or areas constituted 
into belts or blocks in contravention of the provisions 
of Sub-Section (1) Sub-Section (3) of the Act stated 
that “From and after the commencement of Naga-
land Land and Revenue Regulation (Amendment) Act, 
1978, no document evidencing any transaction for ac-
quisition or possession of any land by way of transfer, 
exchange, lease, agreement or settlement shall be reg-
istered under the Indian Registration Act, 1908 if it ap-
pears to the registering authority that the transaction 
has been effected in contravention of the provisions of 
Sub-Section (2).

The Nagaland Village and Tribal Councils Act, 1978 
had categorically empowered the Village Council to 
be the custodian of landed properties vide Section 15, 
Sub-Section (1) (g) which read “no transfer of immov-
able properties shall be effected without the consent 
of the Village Council. Written record of this shall be 
maintained by the Village Council”.

The Nagaland Tribes Council (NTC) takes note of 
the new concept mooted by the present Government 

to conduct cadastral survey in the entire territory of 
the state to enable financial institution to mortgage 
our immovable assets to obtain loan for entrepre-
neurial purposes. While welcoming new initiative to 
strengthen and regulate land related laws to serve the 
interest of the citizens, the Nagaland Tribes Council 
(NTC) maintains that the state already had necessary 
laws to serve the contention as stated. The Nagaland 
Land and Revenue Regulation (Amendment) Act, 2002 
has covered the concerns raised by the present Gov-
ernment, where it stated that “Providing that nothing 
contained in this chapter or in the rules made there-
after shall affect any transfer by way of a mortgage in 
favour of any nationalized bank.” And further, the Act 
clearly stated that “Provided further that such nation-
alized banks, Cooperative Societies or other financing 
institutions shall not transfer any land to a person oth-
er than the indigenous inhabitants of the State of Na-
galand except with the previous sanction of the state 
Government or an authority appointed in this behalf” 
The above Act come into force by a notification vide 
No/Law/Act/57/2000(pt) Dated Kohima, 16th of Oc-
tober, 2003. By another notification, the State Govern-
ment had appointed the Commissioner, Nagaland as 
an authority to sanction transfer of land to such Na-
tionalized Banks/Cooperative Societies or financial 
institutions.

The people of Nagaland do salute those elected 
leaders during whose time this law was enacted for 
protection on our ownership over the lands that be-
longed to, we, the indigenous people of Nagaland. 
Much water had flowed during the last 39 years since 
the law came into effect. The Nagaland Tribes Council 
(NTC) is apprehensive that we have gone awry with the 
law all the while. The Nagaland Tribes Council (NTC) 
therefore urges upon the Government to implement 
the law in letter and in spirit. The Nagaland Tribes 
Council (NTC) once again urges the Government of 
the day to send necessary instructions to the concern 
Deputy Commissioners, Revenue Officers and Village 
authorities to strictly adhere to the law and protect our 
land and properties.
3. Intanki National Park: 
In view of its great importance to ecological balance, 
preservation of forest and wild life, the Governor in 
council declared the formation of Ntangki Reserved 
Forest with an approximate area of 44,800 acres in 
a Notification No.1186R Dated 7 May 1923, to be 
effective from 15 June 1923. By another Notifica-
tion No.2005R Dated 18 July 1927, the Governor in 
council further attached another 5,120 acres of for-
est land to be added to the Ntangki Reserved For-
est w.e.f. 15 August 1927. Later, the Government of 
Nagaland through a Notification No.ROP-158/74 
Dated Kohima, 22 April 1975 declared the Ntangki 
Reserved Forest comprising an area of 20,202 hec-
tares as wild life sanctuary, and named it as Ntangki 
Wildlife Sanctuary with effect from 1 April 1975. The 
Government of Nagaland through another Notifica-
tion No.FOR-43/83 Dated 3 March 1993 again re-
christened Ntangki Wildlife Sanctuary as Ntangki 
National Park. It is a known fact that there have been 
rampant encroachments on the area of this invalu-
able asset of ours. Also there has been devastation 
of forest by private individuals in connivance with 
all type of elements. The Nagaland Tribes Council 
(NTC) reported the matter to the Union Ministry of 
Forest and Environment and sought its immediate 
intervention but there is no immediate responds. 
The Nagaland Tribes Council (NTC) therefore urges 
upon the State Government not to remain helpless 
spectator to these destructive activities but rise to 
protect the National Park without delay.

4. Extension of BEFR Act. to cover the entire Adminis-
trative Jurisdiction of Nagaland: 
The Bengal Eastern-Frontier Regulation Act of 1873 
under which the Inner Line Permit was provided for 
the State of Nagaland. The Nagaland Tribes Council 
(NTC) submitted its representation to the State Gov-
ernment way back to August 2016 to bring Dimapur 
Areas under the purview of ILP as Dimapur is inalien-
able part of Nagaland and the entire State jurisdiction 
is a tribal belt and equally vulnerable. The Nagaland 
Tribes Council (NTC) therefore urges the Government 
of the day to take necessary steps to enforce Inner Line 
Regulation system all over the state.
5. Revocation of Disturb Area Act: 
The Nagaland Tribes Council (NTC) questioned the 
wisdom of government of India as to how ceasefires 
entered into and political dialogue continued when its 
legal weapons such as AFSPA and all anti-terror laws 
are forced on the people giving the armed forces spe-
cial powers to search, raid and arrest without a war-
rant, causing untold hardship and putting law and 
order in peril as though it is a terrorist infested State. 
“In other words, olive branches were offered to peace 
loving Naga political groups on one hand whereas war 
has been waged against all those who are in ceasefire. 
Peace and War are never of the same, and the two can-
not go together. 

If peace is to be given a place, war has to pave the 
way. Similarly, if GOI is at all honest and sincere at 
ceasefire and dialogue, the Disturb Area Act, an action 
of suppression, cannot be imposed on Nagaland any 
longer. This double standard policy of GOI proves that 
Nagaland was brought to its Union to be suppressed 
indefinitely.” The Nagaland Tribes Council (NTC) urg-
es the State Government to take immediate steps and 
impress upon the GOI to revoke extension of ‘terrorism 
tag’ of Disturb Area Act in the entire state of Nagaland.
6. Objection to Uniform Civil Code: 
The Nagaland State came into being under the Con-
stitution of India amendment (13th Amendment) of 
1962. Nagaland is wholly a tribal State and under Art. 
371 A of the Constitution of India religious, social, 
customs and practices of the Nagas is fully protected. 
Under this protective Clauses and sub clauses of the 
Constitution of India, the personal and social life of 
the Nagas both men and women in the State remains 
well contented under the un-codified religious, so-
cial, customs and practices. That our way of life since 
time immemorial is quite distinct from the people in 
the mainland India, and Uniform Civil Code, if intro-
duced, we shall be subjected to alien culture and social 
practices by compulsion under the law. The enacted 
law once enforce upon us, our liberty of religious, so-
cial, customs and practices guaranteed by the Con-
stitution of India would also be vanished sooner than 
later. In this connection the Nagaland Tribes Council 
(NTC) submitted representation to the concerned au-
thorities way back to November 2016. The Nagaland 
Tribes Council also reminded the State government 
on the issue on 18th March 2018 for further necessary 
action of the government. In view of the predicament 
the Nagaland Tribes Council (NTC) once again request 
that the State of Nagaland promptly take up the matter 
with the Union Law Commission and to the appropri-
ate authority to exclude Nagaland from the purview of 
the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) so that the inalienable 
provision of Art. 371 A of the Constitution of India re-
main undisturbed. 

Sd/-
Toniho Yepthomi ,

 President, NTC;
Nribemo Ngullie 

General Secretary, NTC

Focus on Employability, Not Just 
Academics in Choosing Foreign Varsity
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19):  It’s possible you 
could meet someone today who will act as 
a kind of Pygmalion for you. You need to be 
surrounded and encouraged by people who 

believe in you, Aries, and it’s good for you have people 
around to support you. If you do meet this kind of per-
son, don’t be a showoff. Listen to what he or she has to 
say to you. It’s for your own good.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You are par-
ticularly inspired by and sensitive to crisis 
situations. What that means is that you can’t 
stand to see other people suffer. Sometimes 

even you suffer because you don’t allow yourself to do 
the things you like best and the things that help you 
feel fulfilled as a person. Why don’t you think about go-
ing easier on yourself, just for today? Try it - you might 
like it!

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21):  Days like today 
push you to act in the areas of your life where 
you may have hesitated before. Does your 
love life need a breath of fresh air? Have you 

been dreaming of a nice candlelit dinner with your 
partner? A weekend in the country? A new home? It’s 
time to stop dreaming of happiness and do what you 
need to do to get it. It’s well within your reach.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You might have 
questions about the satisfaction you feel 
about your personal life, Cancer. It’s possible 
you have more demands than ever. Things 

seem so urgent to you now. Why not take advantage of 
this attitude to talk about your deepest desires with your 
partner? Things will be much clearer. You may just need 
to express some of your negative emotions. It’s impor-
tant to do this before you begin to resent your partner.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22):  Today is excellent 
for just letting your intuition guide you, 
Leo. If you have time, you might want to let 
your mind go and follow the train of thought 

wherever it takes you. You could find something out 
about yourself of which you unaware, something just 
waiting to be noticed. Remember, your desires are fan-
tasies before they become realties, so dream a little.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Today is the kind 
of day when all you want to do is think about 
a vacation. You’re usually such a responsible, 
conscientious worker that you can afford to 

escape for just a few minutes. You could visit the world 
inside of you. You may even find something that’s been 
on your mind for quite some time that requires some 
action by you now.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You are an excel-
lent friend, and you take pride in helping the 
people around you. Have you ever thought 
about getting involved in a humanitarian 

cause or giving a few hours of your time every week 
to your local community? Today, Libra, these kinds of 
ideas could become a real part of your life. It’s time to 
use all of your great ideas to help others.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Your natural 
compassion may have led you to choose a 
profession in which healing or helping other 
people is your primary duty. Even if this isn’t 

the case, Scorpio, the people around you may seem 
particularly demanding today. But be careful not to go 
beyond your personal limits or else you could be the 
one who needs other people’s help!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You have 
a rather strange day in front of you, Sagit-
tarius. The celestial atmosphere could be 
playing tricks on you. You might get aggra-

vated for no reason at all, that is, unless it’s because 
you’ve been meeting too many people who don’t ap-
preciate the original way you go about doing things. 
You may feel as if you live in a world full of dinosaurs. 
Don’t give up yet!

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You might 
be upset by certain financial matters today, 
Capricorn. Either you realize just how much 
you’ve been spending lately or you see that 

things will be tight in the months ahead. It’s possible 
you invested a good deal of money in something that 
could have waited, and now you can’t invest in some-
thing much more important. These are hard lessons to 
learn, but everyone learns them some time.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Just for today, 
Aquarius, ignore your habit of always trying to 
find an explanation for everything. Something is 
changing inside you and in the way you react to 

situations. The desire to incorporate life’s more unpredictable 
aspects into your personality is the basis for these changes. A 
lot of your theories are only there to reassure you, but you 
probably know that. Why not try being honest with yourself?

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): The planets want 
to make a deal with you today, Pisces. Either 
you stay in bed fantasizing about life as a CEO 
or rock star or you get up, get dressed, and do 

what you have to do to make your dreams come true. Try 
and convince yourself once and for all that you don’t have 
to lose your childlike wonder when you enter the real 
world. That never goes away, no matter how old you get!

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

An online examination 
of publicly reported 
incidents shows that 
contrary to its proponents’ 
claims, Aadhaar has 
indeed facilitated a range 
of frauds.

A
adhaar, India’s biometric 
authentication number, is 
often touted to be the ‘most 
trusted ID’ in the country. 

One of the arguments made in fa-
vour of Aadhaar is that it is more re-
liable compared to other IDs which 
can be easily faked or forged.

In the ongoing Supreme Court 
hearings, the Indian government 
and the Unique Identification Au-
thority of India (UIDAI), the agency 
implementing the Aadhaar project, 
have repeatedly argued that Aad-
haar will help curb ills like terrorism 
and banking fraud by ensuring that 
only “genuine” persons get access to 
mobiles, and banking services.

Keeping aside the fact that such 
arguments suggest a complete mis-
understanding (or perhaps inten-
tional misrepresentation) of what 
causes terrorism and banking frauds, 
a question remains: is Aadhaar as re-
liable and infallible as it is claimed to 
be? Contrary to the claims of curbing 
fraud, there have been various news 
reports which suggest that fake and 
forged Aadhaar details have facili-
tated frauds and unscrupulous ac-
tivities. That Aadhaar could open the 
door to identity fraud and identity 
theft is something that has not been 
fully understood yet.

In the absence of any official 
data on this issue, a Google search 
was done for four sets of keywords 
– ‘fake Aadhaar’, ‘forged Aadhaar’, 
‘Aadhaar fraud’ and ‘Aadhaar scam’ – 
to explore this vulnerability further.

The aim of the search was to get 
a better sense of the extent to which 
Aadhaar was being used for frauds 
and what made such use possible.

About 100 different cases (31 of 
which are from 2018) from all over 
the country were found where fake 
or forged Aadhaar was used.

Even this number is quite likely 
to be an underestimate as the search 
was restricted to only English me-
dia outlets. It is important to note 
that these cases are not meant to be 
exhaustive nor representative, but 
instead, seek to bring to light an is-
sue that has not received much at-
tention.

A long list of frauds
The search reveals that Aadhaar 
has been used for a wide range of 
purposes – carrying out land trans-
fers, procuring passports, getting 
loans, casting votes, obtaining oth-
er IDs, siphoning off ration grains, 
etc. These include cases of ‘identity 
theft’ – Aadhaar details of persons 
have been altered, or Aadhaar de-
tails have been forged by changing 
the photographs and names and 
taking scans. The genuine holders of 
Aadhaar have subsequently found 
themselves in a soup when they 
were told that loans in their name 
were not honoured or land trans-
fers in their name were carried out 
without consent. Such instances are 
especially striking given that identity 
theft is precisely what Aadhaar was 
supposed to fix.

While most of the cases involved 
a single or few persons indulging 
in petty frauds, a third of the cases 
were related to rackets where fake 
or forged Aadhaar were being mass-
produced. The methods involved in 
these cases varied – the two most 
common were Aadhaar numbers 
being issued based on fake or forged 
documents, and details like name, 
photographs being forged using ru-
dimentary editing techniques and 
printers. There have also been in-
stances of biometric and/or demo-
graphic details (fingerprints, photo-
graphs, names and addresses) being 
altered at the stage of enrollment. In 
a few cases, sophisticated methods 
were used to exploit loopholes in the 
enrollment process to generate fake 
Aadhaar numbers. The most promi-
nent of these was the case of a gang 
in Uttar Pradesh that was caught 
generating Aadhaar for fictitious 
persons by cloning the fingerprints 
of Aadhaar enrollment operators.

The usual official response has 
been to discredit such reports by 
stating that no authentic Aadhaar 
numbers were generated in these 
cases – that they were simply in-
stances of forgery. Going by the vari-
ous methods of fraud employed, this 
justification is only partly correct. In 
45 cases, either valid Aadhaar num-
bers were generated (for instance 
using fake/forged documents) or 
the Aadhaar details in the database 
altered (for instance, using the on-
line detail updating facility).

Moreover, this UIDAI argument 
misses a key point: irrespective 
of the method involved, Aadhaar 
seems to have become extremely 
easy to fake or forge in paper form 
and use as ID for a range of services 

including to obtain SIM cards, open 
bank accounts, obtain loans, book 
hotel rooms, get married in court, 
prove identity for air and train travel, 
etc. That many of these instances 
did not involve UIDAI issuing an 
authentic Aadhaar number does not 
change the fact that fake or forged 
Aadhaar details have been used to 
carry out fraud. 

In addition to the cases of forgery 
and fakes, 17 cases of Aadhaar-ena-
bled banking frauds were compiled 
by Vipul Paikra, an independent 
researcher (also available here). In 
a country with low financial and 
technological literacy, it is easy for 
people to fall prey to various types 
of frauds, especially phishing scams.

A member of parliament recent-
ly lost Rs 27,000 after revealing an 
Aadhaar one-time-password (OTP) 
to fraudsters over the phone. In an-
other instance, con-men tricked 
persons on the pretext of linking 
their Aadhaar to their PAN (issued 
by the income-tax department for 
tracking financial transactions) into 
revealing an OTP which was then 
used to change the linked-mobile 
number in the Aadhaar database. 
Such instances highlight the need 
for authorities to raise awareness 
about how to use Aadhaar and clari-
fy what information is not supposed 
to be shared.

On the latter, unfortunately, 
the UIDAI has itself spoken with a 
forked tongue – they have claimed 
that Aadhaar numbers are not sup-
posed to be confidential every time 
data leaks have been identified, 
while at the same time issuing notic-
es urging people to be careful when 
sharing Aadhaar numbers.

It is worth recalling that Aadhaar 

is designed to be a number, not a 
card. In fact, the word ‘card’ does 
not figure even once in the Aadhaar 
Act. Aadhaar is supposed to be an 
identification number to establish 
the identity of a person using their 
biometrics. Since Aadhaar cards are 
often simply Aadhaar details printed 
on normal paper using standard 
printers, the ‘card’ does not come 
with any security features. While the 
QR code allows checking for authen-
ticity, these checks are rarely ever 
performed. Further, a recent press 
release by the UIDAI cautioned per-
sons against getting their Aadhaar 
laminated or obtaining Aadhaar 
‘smart cards’, stating that the QR 
code on them often cannot be used. 
Despite this serious lack of credibil-
ity, the paper-based Aadhaar ‘card’ 
continues to be accepted as a valid 
proof of identity for a range of serv-
ices.
Neither Aadhaar ‘card’ reliable, nor 
Aadhaar-based biometric authenti-
cation
As its scale and use has expanded, 
several aspects of Aadhaar have 
created cause for worry. Regular 
reports of data leaks have raised 
doubts about the reliability of the 
data-security infrastructure. Most 
recently, a security researcher iden-
tified an online dashboard of the 
Andhra Pradesh government that 
was publicly displaying Aadhaar 
numbers linked to large amounts of 
personal information including ad-
dresses and bank details which were 
compiled through Aadhaar. Moreo-
ver, the fact that the dashboard al-
lowed households to be precisely 
geo-located by caste and religion 
highlights the grave implications of 

Aadhaar on privacy.
Importantly, recent evidence has 

raised serious concerns about the re-
liability of Aadhaar even for biomet-
ric authentication – the feature that 
makes Aadhaar more reliable than 
other identification documents. 
Mandatory biometric authentica-
tion to receive welfare benefits has 
led to increased transaction costs 
and serious exclusion problems. 
According to a recent submission 
to the Supreme Court by the UIDAI 
itself, authentication failure rates 
are as high as 6% for fingerprints 
and 8.5% for iris. A related Supreme 
Court presentation by the CEO of 
UIDAI suggests that recent failures 
are even higher (about 12%) for ‘gov-
ernment services’. It is worrying that 
biometric authentication remains 
mandatory for welfare programmes 
in various states despite evidence of 
such high failure rates.  

To add to these serious con-
cerns, the results from the online 
search suggest that contrary to its 
proponents’ claims, Aadhaar has fa-
cilitated a range of frauds. They also 
highlight the urgent need for closely 
monitoring the rapidly expanding 
use of Aadhaar ‘cards’ and increas-
ing awareness about Aadhaar usage 
and vulnerabilities.

Further research is however 
needed to better understand both, 
the role of Aadhaar in curbing fraud, 
and the extent to which it enables 
fraud.  

(Anmol Somanchi (anmol.soman-
chi94@gmail.com) is a graduate 

of Development Studies from TISS, 
Mumbai and is currently with a 

development consultancy based in 
New Delhi. Views expressed here are 

personal.)

Raising the quantum of 
punishment in the face of 
public outrage will not work 
without fund allocation 
to improve police-civilian 
ratio and building judicial 
infrastructure.

T
he ghastly incident of gang rape and 
murder of an eight-year old child in 
Kathua has shaken the conscience 
of the nation. The outpouring of an-

ger – revealed in the spate of protests – from 
different parts of the country draws parallel 
to the public outrage witnessed in the 2012 
Nirbhaya rape case. However, one noticea-
ble dissimilarity from the previous incident 
is, this time some lawyers, even politicians 
along with members of Hindu Ekta Manch 
took out rallies openly in support of the ac-
cused persons. Interestingly, people hold-
ing such polar opposite views – either tor-
mented by the news or in support of the act 
(indeed ‘reasons’ are advanced) – will not 
find it difficult to justify their positions. But 
opinions are divided over another fall-out of 
both incidents, namely, amendment to the 
anti-rape laws. While the Delhi Commission 
for Women chief, Swati Maliwal, went on 
fast demanding death penalty for the con-
victs of child rape; women activists pointed 
out death penalty to be a poor deterrent 
with negative consequences. In midst of this 
confusion, the Delhi high court, while hear-
ing a PIL challenging the stringent punish-
ment provisions introduced in the Crimi-
nal Law (Amendment) Act 2013, asked the 
government an elementary question: “Did 
you carry out any study, any scientific as-
sessment that death penalty is a deterrent 
to rape?”.

In what follows, a first attempt is made 
to understand if higher quantum of punish-
ment alone is sufficient to curb rape? In light 
of the most recent changes in the anti-rape 
law, we focus our discussion on incidents 
of child rape. Before the enactment of the 
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences 
(POCSO) in 2012, the award of punishment 

in case of child rape was the same as adult 
rape. According to the provisions of section 
376 of IPC, conviction in rape attracted a 
sentence of minimum seven years impris-
onment (other than aggravated circum-
stances), with an exception clause, subject 
to judicial interpretation: “that the court 
may, for adequate and special reasons to 
be mentioned in the judgment, impose a 
sentence of imprisonment for a term of less 
than seven years”. POCSO deleted the ex-
ception clause and dissolved the ability of 
courts to exercise discretion in certain cases. 
Therefore, this clearly made punishment for 
child rape stricter.

Did this put a dent on child rape? Trends 
in reported child rapes and rape rates per 
lakh children do not inspire confidence (ta-
ble 1). In fact, both indicators continuously 
increased since 2010 (except 2015, although 
these figures are higher than pre-POCSO 
era). However, one must be cautious about 
interpreting these numbers, since the defi-
nition of rape itself was widened in 2012. 
POCSO extended the definition of rape in 
case of children (i.e. below the age of 18) to 
include various forms of penetrative sexual 
assault in addition to penovaginal sexual as-
sault. Thus, it is difficult to separate out the 
impact of two changes coming in the same 
year. For example, it is possible that stricter 
punishment might have actually reduced 
incidents of rape but since the definition 
of rape became more inclusive thus, the re-
ported figures shot up.

To dispel such confusion, one has to look 
at the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act 2013. 
The 2013 amendment kept the definition of 
child rape same (although it broadened the 
definition of rape for adults) but increased 
the minimum quantum of punishment 
from seven years imprisonment to 10 years 
for committing ‘rape on a woman when she 
is under sixteen years of age’, without any 
exception clause. This legislation came into 
effect on April 2, 2013, with the provision of 
stricter punishment for committing rape on 
children between 0-16 years, keeping the 
definition of rape unchanged. Thus, if strict-
er punishments were sufficient to deter 
rape, then the two variables reported in Ta-
ble 1 should have registered a decline from 
2013. No such sign is discernible from Table 

1. Therefore, this casts doubt on whether 
the recent ordinance – including introduc-
tion of death penalty for committing rape 
on children below 12 years – will fulfill its 
intended objective.

Table 1: Reported Child Rapes and Rape 
Rate in India

Year
Reported 
Child Rapes

Rape Rate per 
lakh children

2010 5, 484 1.34

2011 7, 112 1.7

2012 8, 541 1.99

2013 12, 363 2.81

2014 13, 766 3.1

2015 10, 854 2.4

2016 19, 765 4.4
 Source: National Crime Records Bureau, 

various years

But is there any evidence on the meagre 
chances of getting caught once a child rape is 
reported? For this we turn to Table 2 to calcu-
late the probability of finally being punished 
from the stage when a child rape is reported 
to the police. The National Crime Records 
Bureau (NCRB) data reports the number of 
cases pending with the police every year. 
Thus, one can easily find out the share of cas-
es transferred from the police to the courts 
for trial each year (for example, in 2010, 70% 
of the cases reported were transferred from 
the police to the trail stage). Therefore, a large 
proportion of cases never pass the first stage 
every year. A major reason for this is the low 
police-civilian ratio in India (incidentally 
among the lowest in the world.

The above finding is indeed puzzling 
and eludes common sense. This is precisely 
the reason why so many well-meaning peo-
ple are in support of stringent punishment 
– including death penalty – for curbing rape. 
However, a little consideration should make 
it clear that what matters to the offender is 
not the quantum of punishment alone but, 
whether he will actually be punished. An 
example should clarify: suppose in a board 
examination the punishment for adopting 
unfair means is very stringent, amounting 
to disqualification for life; but there is a real 

dearth of invigila-
tors, leading to neg-
ligible monitoring. 
Examinees would 
soon figure out that 
the chances of get-
ting caught are in-
significant. Thus, 
raising the quan-
tum of punishment 
alone without strict 
invigilation will fail 
to rein in examina-
tion malpractices. 
Hence, effective de-
terrence depends on 
a combination of quantum of punishment 
and the possibility of being apprehended; 
improving one without addressing the other 
will fail to produce the desired result.

At the second stage where trials are con-
ducted, the pendency rates at courts are no-
toriously high (just 17% of the cases trans-
ferred from the police were adjudicated in 
2010). Thus, only 11.9% (17% of the 70% of 
cases transferred by the police) of the re-
ported number of cases passed the second 
stage in 2010.

Column 3 shows a disturbing trend that 
– despite making stringent punishment 
rules for child rape in 2012 and 2013 – the 
proportion of cases tried at courts consist-
ently came down from 2010. This is because 
of the dismal state of judicial infrastructure – 
with 25% of the posts sanctioned for judges 
lying vacant in 2017 (given this, each judge 
must hear an impossible amount of 1,540 
cases to clear all pending cases. This is also 
the reason why the promise of fast-tracking 
mentioned in the ordinance should be tak-
en with a pinch of salt.

Now from the cases tried at court in 
2010, a mere 30% of cases ended in con-
viction (column 4). Thus, there was only 
3.5% probability of finally getting convicted 
from the reported number of cases in 2010 
(column 5; 30% of 11.9% of reported cases 
crossing the third stage in 2010). Column 5 
exhibits that the probability of finally get-
ting convicted is marginally falling (except 
2016 showing a drastic fall) from 2010.

It may be noted that the probability 

calculated above is an overestimate and of-
fenders perceive lower punishment threats 
simply because many child rape incidents 
(especially incest) go unreported, in addi-
tion to the difficulty of registering a com-
plaint with the police in the first place. The 
analysis shows that the chances of finally 
getting caught once a child rape is reported 
are negligible. Thus, it is no wonder that the 
increase in quantum of punishment in 2012 
and 2013 failed to check child rape (Table: 1).

Apart from the problems discussed 
above, death penalty may reduce the 
number of cases reported for two separate 
reasons. First, when offenders are mostly 
known to the victims (94.6% in 2016), with 
victims often economically dependent on 
offenders, there is a high possibility of rape 
going unreported or witnesses turning hos-
tile. Second, the death threat might moti-
vate offenders to eliminate victims, to avoid 
identification.

If past trends teach us any lesson then 
it appears that there are no quick fixes in 
the form of passing amendments. Without 
allocation of funds for improvement in po-
lice-civilian ratio and building judicial infra-
structure in the mid-term along with sincere 
efforts to educating people in the long-term, 
simply raising the quantum of punishment 
each time there is public outrage seems to 
be an easy way out for the government, with 
futile outcomes.
(Anamitra Roychowdhury teaches economics 

at Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi.)

Aadhaar Fraud is Not Only Real, But is Worth More Closely Examining

Curbing Child Rape: Are We Barking Up the Wrong Tree?

Year
Rate of case 
transfers from 
Police to Court

Court 
Trial 
Rate

Conviction 
Rate

Probability of 
being punished 
(in %)

2010 0.70 0.17 0.30 3.5

2011 0.69 0.16 0.32 3.6

2012 0.70 0.15 0.28 3.0

2013 0.70 0.16 0.32 3.4

2014 0.75 0.15 0.31 3.5

2015 0.68 0.13 0.34 3.0

2016 0.69 0.10 0.28 2.0

Source: National Crime Records Bureau, 
various years

Table 2: Chances of punishment from the Reported Child Rape Cases
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At least 109 killed in storm in UP, Rajasthan Congress government turned 
Bengaluru into sin valley — Modi

Data leak: India to continue probe 
despite Cambridge Analytica closure 

Centre fails to submit draft scheme on Cauvery in SC 

India, Serbia discuss expanding bilateral cooperationAmnesty concerned over 
Kashmir civilian killings

Rajan got scribe killed to send out message to media — Court

Aadhaar doesn’t pose any privacy issue — Gates 

HC withdraws Choksi’s interim 
protection from coercive action, arrest 

Seven dead 
as bus 
overturns, 
catches fire

PTI

People clearing a road that was blocked by a tree which fell during Wednesday night’s massive storm in 
Kherla Mod near Agra on Thursday.

PTI

Narendra Modi address a public rally as part of the campaign for 
Karnataka assembly elections in Bengaluru on Thursday.

PTI

External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj shakes hands with Serbian 
Foreign Minister Ivica Dacic at a signing ceremony in New Delhi on 
Thursday. 

Lucknow/Jaipur, May 3 
(PTI): A storm barrelled 
through a swathe of Ra-
jasthan and Uttar Pradesh, 
killing at least 109 people 
in a trail of destruction 
that brought down mud 
houses, uprooted trees 
and flattened crops, of-
ficials said today.

Nearly 200 others 
were injured as a massive 
dust storm last night, fol-
lowed by thunder showers, 
snapped power lines and 
sent tin roofs and street 
hoardings flying in parts of 
eastern Rajasthan and the 
adjoining areas of Uttar 
Pradesh.

Seventy-three people 
were killed in UP and 91 
injured, officials said. In 
Rajasthan, 36 died and an-
other 100 were injured as 
winds over 100 kmph hit 
the region around 7 pm.

The worst period last-
ed about 45 minutes, ac-
cording to reports from 
Dholpur in Rajasthan. But 
the extent of the dam-
age was known only this 
morning.

The Met department 
today predicted another 
dust storm in parts of Ra-
jasthan and UP in the next 
48 hours.

A Met official told PTI 
in Jaipur that his depart-
ment had been issuing 
dust storm warnings for 
the past couple of days.

India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) Ad-

ditional Director General 
Mritunjay Mohapatra said 
the trigger for the storm 
was a cyclonic circulation 
over Haryana.

But also responsible 
were a western distur-
bance over north Paki-
stan and adjoining Jammu 
and Kashmir, and easterly 
winds from the Bay of Ben-
gal.

In UP, Agra district was 
the worst hit, accounting 
for at least 43 deaths and 
injuries to 51 others, of-
ficials said.

Besides Agra, the other 
storm-hit UP districts were 
Bijnor, Bareli, Saharanpur, 
Pilibhit, Firozabad, Chitra-

koot, Muzaffarnagar, Rae 
Bareli and Unnao.

In Rajasthan, Bharat-
pur district was the worst 
affected with 19 killed. 
Nine people died in Alwar 
and eight in Dholpur, of-
ficials said.

Two of those killed in 
Dholpur were from Agra 
in Uttar Pradesh.

Power supply was cut 
off in many areas as the 
squall uprooted trees and 
snapped electricity ca-
bles. In Rajasthan alone, 
13,000 electricty poles fell 
and about 100 transform-
ers were damaged. Offi-
cials said power was being 
gradually restored.

In towns, the storm 
triggered traffic snarls. 
Some trains were delayed 
as overhead power cables 
broke.

In rural areas, there 
were reports of crop be-
ing damaged due to hail-
storm. Farmers lost cat-
tle and poultry. UP Relief 
Commissioner Sanjay 
Kumar said 165 heads of 
cattle were lost. In Rajas-
than, about 250 animals 
perished.

Most of the injured in 
Rajasthan have been dis-
charged from hospitals.

Rajasthan’s Disaster 
Management secretary 
Hemant Kumar Gera said 

Patna, May 3 (IANS): At 
least seven passengers 
were burnt to death after a 
bus overturned and caught 
fire on Thursday in Bihar’s 
East Champaran district, 
officials said.

Bihar Disaster Man-
agement Minister Dinesh 
Chandra Yadav told the 
media that they had re-
ceived information about 
seven persons dying in the 
accident.

Pratyay Amrit, Prin-
cipal Secretary - Disas-
ter Management Depart-
ment, said that most of the 
charred bodies were still 
inside the bus.

According to police, an 
air-conditioned bus from 
Muzaffarpur to Delhi met 
with the accident after the 
driver lost control over it.

Police officials said the 
passengers who managed 
to come out of the bus had 
been admitted to a hos-
pital.

Bengaluru, May 3 (IANS): 
In a no-holds barred attack 
on the Congress in poll-
bound Karnataka, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
on Thursday blasted the 
state government for alleg-
edly turning India’s Silicon 
Valley into a “sin valley” 
and Bengaluru into “crime 
capital”.

“A city known as India’s 
Silicon Valley has become 
a valley of sin under an in-
competent Congress gov-
ernment,” Modi said at a 
rally in Kengeri on the city’s 
outskirts ahead of the May 
12 Assembly elections.

Though Bengaluru was 

admired the world over as 
a garden city, Modi said, 
the Siddaramaiah govern-
ment had turned it into a 
“garbage city”, as it had no 
concern for basic ameni-
ties.

“Our youths made Ben-
galuru the computer capi-
tal but under the Congress 
rule, the city is turning into 
a crime capital as the state 
government is incapable of 
controlling the situation,” 
Modi claimed at the public 
meeting, organised by the 
Bharatiya Janata Party state 
unit.

The state was given Rs 
836 crore by the central 

government under the 
‘Smart City’ project to de-
velop Bengaluru, but the 
state could spend only Rs 
12 crore on the city, Modi 
lamented.

“Bengaluru, which was 
earlier a ‘city of lakes’ has 
been turned into a ‘city 
of burning lakes’, as lakes 
like Bellandur were filled 
with chemicals instead of 
water,” he alleged.

The cosmopolitan city 
of Bengaluru was being 
destroyed by the Congress 
through its “corruption and 
culture of chaos”, the Prime 
Minister said.

Women’s safety was 
one of the biggest concerns 
in the southern state, with 
crime against women on 
the “rise” under the Con-
gress rule, Modi alleged.

“I urge the people of 
Karnataka to elect a devel-
opment-oriented BJP and 
defeat the Congress’ cor-
ruption,” Modi appealed to 
the urban voters.

Of the 224 Assembly 
segments, the city has the 
largest 28 seats. In the 2013 
elections, the Congress 
won won 13, BJP 12 and 
JD-S 3.

Assembly elections will 
be held on May 12 and 
votes counted on May 15.

New Delhi, May 3 (PTI): The Indian gov-
ernment will continue with its enquiry into 
the Cambridge Analytica data leak issue, 
irrespective of the British firm announc-
ing closure of business, senior IT Ministry 
officials said today.

The UK-based data analytics and po-
litical consulting firm has been under fire 
in various countries for allegedly harvest-
ing data from almost 87 million Facebook 
users and leveraging them for political 
campaigns. The Indian government too 
has shot-off notices to both Facebook and 
Cambridge Analytica, confronting them 
with questions on data breach issue. The 
last date for the two companies to respond 
is May 10.

Yesterday, however, Cambridge Ana-
lytica announced its closure in a state-
ment on its website and claimed it had 
been “vilified” for activities that are legal 
and considered a standard component of 
online advertising.

Indian officials familiar with the ques-
tioning and notices sent in the data leak 
matter said the ongoing probe will contin-
ue as the liability of the company existed 
prior to the closure announcement.

They, however, declined to divulge fur-
ther details in the matter, saying that both 
Facebook and Cambridge Analytica have 
time till May 10 to send written responses 
to official questioning.

In fresh notice sent to Cambridge 
Analytica last month, the government 
asked what kind of data was collected 
in India and the research instruments 
used to capture such data. It also asked 

whether the company harvested any data 
through third party apps and whether or 
not mining of such data was done with 
user consent.

Quizzing the British firm on the non-
disclosure pacts signed by the company 
with its associates and clients for Indian 
assignments, the government also asked 
it to share the templates that were used in 
signing such agreements.

The latest notice by the government 
had also flagged the “cryptic and evasive” 
reply given by Cambridge Analytica to the 
first notice.

Facebook was asked to list out the se-
curity architecture proposed to be created 
“so that data concerning Indians are not 
pilfered or manipulated again for extrane-
ous purposes including to influence the 
elections”. While Facebook had previously 
admitted that nearly 5.62 lakh people in 
India were “potentially affected” by the 
data breach incident, Cambridge Analytica 
had claimed that it does not have any Fa-
cebook data on Indian citizens.

The British firm yesterday said it is 
shutting down and cited a sharp drop in 
business behind its decision.

In its statement, Cambridge Analytica 
said, “Over the past several months, Cam-
bridge Analytica has been the subject of 
numerous unfounded accusations and, 
despite the Company’s efforts to correct 
the record, has been vilified for activities 
that are not only legal, but also widely ac-
cepted as a standard component of online 
advertising in both the political and com-
mercial arenas”.

New Delhi, May 3 (IANS): The 
Centre yet again failed to submit 
a draft Scheme on the Cauvery 
river water dispute before the 
Supreme Court on the ground 
that the Prime Minister and other 
ministers were campaigning in 
Karnataka, which Tamil Nadu 
flayed as “brazen partisanship”.

Seeking 10 more days to final-
ize the scheme, Attorney Gen-
eral K.K. Venugopal told Chief 
Justice Dipak Misra, Justice A.M. 
Khanwilkar and Justice D.Y. Chan-
drachud: “A draft scheme has 
been placed before the Cabinet. 
Because of Karnataka elections, 
the Prime Minister and all other 
Ministers are in Karnataka. Be-

fore that the Prime Minister was 
abroad (in China).” The Cen-
tre’s submission was countered 
strongly by senior counsel Shek-
har Naphade, appearing for Tamil 
Nadu, who said: “Sorry to say, the 
Central government is politicizing 
the issue. They are worried about 
their electoral fate in Karnataka. 
Election in Karnataka is on May 
12 and somehow they don’t want 
to do it till then. We have enough 
of it. It is brazen partisanship of 
the Union of India. It is the end of 
co-operative federalism.”

The apex court in its February 
16 judgement had directed the 
Centre to frame a Scheme within 
six months in accordance with the 

recommendation by the Cauvery 
River Water Tribunal for constitu-
tion of the Cauvery Management 
Board (CMB) and Cauvery Regu-
latory Authority (CRA), which 
Karnataka opposes strongly. 

On the expiry of the six-week 
deadline, the Centre sought exten-
sion of time till the completion of 
the electoral process in Karnataka 
for submission of the Scheme. 
Tamil Nadu filed a contempt peti-
tion against the Centre for failure 
to act within the deadline.

The court on Thursday sought 
response from the Centre on 
the steps taken by it since the 
pronouncing of the judgement 
for putting in place a scheme for 

implementing its order on the 
sharing of Cauvery water among 
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Kerala 
and Puducherry.

In the course of the hearing, 
the court asked Karnataka to re-
lease 4 TMC of water by Monday, 
since, even if the Centre has not 
framed the scheme, Karnataka, 
under the Cauvery Water Dispute 
Tribunal award, was obliged to 
make monthly releases to Tamil 
Nadu.  Telling the court that the 
onus for framing the scheme was 
on the Centre and States had no 
role to play, Naphade lamented 
that Tamil Nadu was being given 
“step-motherly treatment” by the 
Centre.

New Delhi, May 3 (IANS): 
External Affairs Minister 
Sushma Swaraj on Thurs-
day met Serbian First 
Deputy Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister Ivica 
Dacic and discussed ways 

of expanding bilateral co-
operation across multiple 
sectors.

According to a tweet 
by External Affairs Minis-
try spokesperson Raveesh 
Kumar, during delega-

Mumbai, May 3 (PTI): Gangster 
Chhota Rajan had ordered the kill-
ing of senior journalist J Dey as he 
wanted to send out a message to 
the mediapersons, general public 
and his rivals that his organised 
crime syndicate was still “alive and 
kicking”, observed a special court 
here.

Special MCOCA judge Sameer 
Adkar, in his judgement in Dey’s 
murder case delivered yesterday, 
also said that Rajan’s “ego would 
have been hurt” by the articles 
written by the journalist.

The court sentenced Rajan and 
eight others to life imprisonment 
for the murder committed here in 
June 2011 but acquitted two others, 
including a former journalist Jigna 
Vora, citing lack of evidence.

In the 599-page judgement, 
Adkar observed that Rajan was 
angered by the articles written by 
Dey and felt that the journalist was 
showing him in a poor and weak 
position and was glorifying his rival 
Dawood Ibrahim.

“When the statements made by 
J Dey in the articles are considered 
from the point of view of a criminal 
mind then certainly these would 
anger a criminal mind. On reading 
such news, a criminal mind will 
feel that he was undervalued, de-
meaned and was shown to be very 

weak in comparison to his arch 
rival. Ego would have been hurt,” 
the judgement said.

It added that the articles writ-
ten by J Dey had the potential to 
affect the activities of the organised 
syndicate as the articles not only 
showed Rajan in a very weak posi-
tion but also desperate to show 
that he had a very strong hold in 
the underworld.

“By committing murder of J 
Dey, who was a reputed journalist, 
a clear message was sent to the 
media and through the media to 
the general public and the rivals 
that the organized crime syndicate 
of Rajan was very much alive and 
kicking and nobody should dare 
to say anything against him and if 
they did so then they would meet 
the same fate as J Dey,” Judge Ad-
kar said.

He added that the prosecution 
has proved that Rajan was angry 
with J Dey as the journalist was 
giving credit to others for the work 
done by him (Rajan).

“Prosecution has also proved 
that Rajan suspected that J Dey 
was working for Dawood Ibrahim. 
It cannot be forgotten that while in 
the courts of law it is said that sus-
picion howsoever strong does not 
take the place of proof but in the 
underworld slightest of suspicion 

about one’s conduct can lead to his 
elimination,” the judgement said.

The court added that except for 
this advantage there was no pecu-
niary gain or economic advantage 
behind the murder.

The court also accepted the 
extra-judicial confessions made by 
Rajan in the phone calls he made to 
four crime reporters taking respon-
sibility for the killing and said that 
he did so as J Dey was tarnishing 
his image.

Judge Adkar said Rajan was ap-
parently irked with Dey’s writings 
on his diminishing clout in the 
underworld. 

He, therefore, chose to an-
nounce to some media persons 
that he had got Dey killed, hoping 
that it would be perceived as a 
show of his strength, or a warning 
to others.

Additionally, a criminal or an 
accused may want to give his side 
of a story if he feels that he is being 
misrepresented as he would not 
like it if he is put in a false light, 
judge Adkar said in his judgement.

The judge said a criminal would 
be fairly confident that he will nev-
er be caught afterwards as he feels 
he is untouchable. “Some may not 
see themselves as criminals but as 
misunderstood, hard workers be-
ing oppressed by the system.

Washington, May 3 (PTI): 
India’s Aadhaar technol-
ogy does not pose any 
privacy issue and the Bill 
and Melinda Gates Foun-
dation has funded the 
World Bank to take this 
approach to other coun-
tries as it is worth emulat-
ing, Microsoft founder Bill 
Gates has said.

The 62-year-old multi-
billionaire entrepreneur 
and philanthropist said 
Nandan Nilekani, Infosys 
founder who is consid-
ered as the chief architect 
of Aadhaar, was consult-
ing and helping the World 
Bank on the project.

Asked if India’s Aad-
haar technology is worth 
emulating by other coun-
tries, he replied, “Yes”.

“The benefits of that 
(basic ID -- Aadhaar) are 
very high,” he told PTI. 

More than a billion 
people in India have en-

rolled in Aadhaar, the 
world’s largest biometric 
ID system.

“Yes, countries should 
adopt that approach be-
cause the quality of gov-
ernance has a lot to do 
with how quickly coun-
tries are able to grow their 
economy and empower 
their people,” Gates said 
in response to a question.

“We have funded the 
World Bank to take this 
Aadhaar approach to oth-
er countries,” he said. 

It is believed that sev-
eral countries, includ-
ing some from India’s 
neighbourhood, have ap-
proached New Delhi for 
assistance in this matter.

“Aadhaar in i tsel f 
doesn’t pose any privacy 
issue because it’s just a bio 
ID verification scheme,” 
Gates, the head of the Bill 
and Melinda Gates Foun-
dation, said when asked 

about the concerns about 
privacy issues raised by 
certain quarters in India.

“The individual appli-
cations that use Aadhaar, 
you have to look and see 
what’s been stored and 
who has access to that 
information. 

And so, application 
by application, you have 
to make sure that’s well 
managed. In the case of 
the financial bank ac-
count I think it’s handled 
very well,” he said.

“(It uses) Aadhar to set 
up the accounts so that 
you can both get your cell 
phone and get your bank 
account,” he added.

Observing that Aad-
haar was started before 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi came into office, 
Gates said that it was 
very much to his credit 
that he was willing to 
embrace it.

“I’m both good friend 
and an admirer of Nan-
dan Nilekani and some of 
the initiatives of digitisa-
tion efforts that can help 
with education that can 
help with governance,” 
he said. 

In his lecture on ‘Tech-
nology for Transforma-
tion’ organised by NITI 
Aayog on November 2016, 
Gates had said that Aad-
haar is something that 
had never been done by 
any government before, 
not even in a rich country. 

Aadhaar is a 12-digit 
unique identity number 
for Indians, based on 
their biometric and de-
mographic data. 

The data is collected 
by the Unique Identifi-
cation Authority of In-
dia (UIDAI), a statutory 
authority established in 
January 2009 by the Gov-
ernment of India.

New Delhi, May 3 (PTI): 
The Delhi High Court to-
day withdrew the interim 
protection from arrest and 
other coercive action it had 
granted to Gitanjali Gems 
promoter Mehul Choksi in 
April last year in connec-
tion with a 2016 FIR lodged 
by the owner of one of its 
retail franchisees.

The order by Justice 
Mukta Gupta came after 
the police told the court 
that Choksi was not coop-
erating with the investiga-
tion as he was not avail-

able at any of the addresses 
given on his behalf earlier.

Taking note of the sub-
mission made by Delhi 
Police, the court vacated 
its April 26, 2017 order by 
which the businessman 
was protected from any 
coercive action, including 
arrest, and which was ex-
tended till today.

Today, the police told 
the court that investigation 
was at a standstill as Choksi 
was not available at any of 
the addresses given on his 
behalf earlier.

It had also alleged that 
on the day of opening of 
the retail franchise store 
in Rajouri Garden in West 
Delhi in October 2013, the 
fraud came to light as they 
only received third-grade 
diamonds and other items, 
worth around Rs 50-70 
lakh.

The high court on April 
27 last year had directed 
that no coercive steps be 
taken against the petitioner 
on the condition that he 
would participate in the 
investigation.

tion-level talks, the two 
leaders had a “good dis-
cussion” on expanding 
cooperation in trade and 
investment, agriculture, 
food processing, phar-
maceuticals, science and 
technology, information 
technology,  defence, 
tourism, civil aviation, 
education and culture, 
and exchanged views on 
regional and global issues.

India and Serbia, the 
successor state of erstwhile 
Yugoslavia, have tradition-
ally enjoyed deep friend-
ship. 

Serbia co-sponsored 
India’s resolutions at the 
UN for declaring October 
2 as International Day of 
Non-Violence and June 
21 as International Day 
of Yoga. 

The two countries are 
also celebrating 70 years 
of establishment of diplo-
matic ties.

Srinagar, May 3 (IANS): 
Rights watchdog Amnesty 
on Thursday urged the 
Jammu and Kashmir gov-
ernment to ensure no im-
punity was given to those 
responsible for civilian kill-
ings, including the gun-
ning down of three men by 
unknown gunmen earlier 
this week.

On April 30, three ci-
vilians were killed by un-
known gunmen in Baram-
ulla town. 

On May 1, seven tour-
ists were injured when a 
group of men allegedly 
threw stones at vehicles 
carrying local residents 
and tourists in Pahal-
gam.

This was followed by 
a similar attack on May 2 
at a school bus carrying 
50 children in Shopian in 
south Kashmir. Two chil-
dren were injured.

some were undergoing 
primary treatment.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi expressed sor-
row over the deaths and 
directed officials to co-
ordinate with states to 
ensure speedy relief and 
rehabilitation.

“Saddened by the 
loss of lives due to dust 
storms in various parts 
of India. Condolences 
to the bereaved families. 
May the injured recover 
soon,” the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office tweeted quot-
ing Modi.

Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath 
was in poll-bound Karna-
taka today, campaigning 
with Modi. He directed of-
ficials to personally moni-
tor relief operations, warn-
ing against any laxity.

Rajasthan Chief Min-
ister Vasundhara Raje 
expressed grief over the 
calamity and said district 
authorities have been di-
rected to ensure all possi-
ble help to victims. She will 
visit the storm-hit areas 
tomorrow.

The state government 
said contingency funds 
have been released to dis-
trict administrations.

Family members of 
those dead will get Rs 4 
lakh as compensation, 
and those injured will get 
between Rs 60,000 and Rs 
2 lakh
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Trump warns he might involve 
himself in Russia probe

PM May faces test of power 
as local polls open in UK

No deal on doctor who 
‘helped’ CIA track 
Osama — Pakistan

Bangladesh asks UK to extradite Zia’s son

Abbas’s speech on Holocaust 
anti-Semitic — Netanyahu

Do not quit Iran deal— 
UN  urges Trump

Scandal-hit Cambridge Analytica to shut down

Wa s h i n g t o n , M a y  3 
(IANS): US President Don-
ald Trump on Wednesday 
said that “at some point 
(he) will have no choice” 
but to involve himself in 
the Russia probe, which 
he has repeatedly called a 
“witch hunt”.

“At some point I will 
have no choice but to use 
the powers granted to the 
Presidency and get in-
volved!” said Trump in a 
Wednesday morning Twit-
ter post.

The President insisted 
that the investigation is “A 
Rigged System - They don’t 
want to turn over Docu-
ments to Congress. What 
are they afraid of? Why 
so much redacting? Why 
such unequal ‘justice?’” in 
the same tweet.

Several Republican 
lawmakers have criticized 
the Department of Jus-
tice, especially Deputy 
Attorney General Rod Ro-
senstein, who has refused 
to turn over documents 
to Congress that alleg-
edly show anti-Trump bias 
among some senior gov-

PTI

Donald Trump (File Photo)

PTI

Theresa May (File Photo)

PTI

Benjamin Netanyahu (File Photo)

ernment officials, Efe re-
ported.

In another  tweet , 
Trump called any inves-
tigation into possible 
obstruction of justice a 
“setup and trap”, claim-
ing once again that there 
had been no wrongdoing 
by people involved in his 
2016 campaign for office.

According to a report 
by The Washington Post, 
Special Prosecutor Robert 
Mueller, who is heading 
the independent Russia 

probe, told Trump’s legal 
team that he might sub-
poena the President to tes-
tify if he refused to cooper-
ate with the investigation 
into cooperation between 
his 2016 presidential cam-
paign and the Kremlin.

Mueller issued the 
warning during a meeting 
with Trump’s attorneys 
on March 5, as four peo-
ple with knowledge of the 
meeting revealed to the 
capital daily on condition 
of anonymity.

In addition, on Mon-
day The New York Times 
published a non-verbatim 
list -- allegedly derived 
from the notes of one 
of those present -- of 49 
questions that Mueller 
provided to Trump’s law-
yers in March and said he 
wanted to ask the presi-
dent under oath.

The questions cover 
a series of matters that 
Mueller has delved into 
during his investigation, 
which in May will have 
been under way for a year, 
although some of them 
were focused on Trump’s 
decisions and actions that 
could be deemed obstruc-
tion of justice.

In addition, about 10 of 
the questions concern the 
potential links of Trump 
and his entourage with 
Russia during the cam-
paign.

Despite that, Trump 
w ro n g l y  t we e t e d  o n 
Tuesday that none of the 
leaked questions deal 
with any alleged “collu-
sion” between his cam-
paign and Russia.

Islamabad, May 3 (IANS): 
Pakistan on Thursday 
said there was no deal 
between Islamabad and 
Washington for the re-
lease or handing over of 
Shakil Afridi, who helped 
the US track down Al 
Qaeda chief Osama bin-
Laden in 2011.

The remarks by For-
eign Ministry spokesman 
Mohammad Faisal came 
days after Pakistani au-
thorities moved Afridi, a 
physician, from a prison 
in Peshawar to an undis-
closed location, triggering 
speculation about his pos-
sible release.

Afridi, a former sur-
geon believed to be in 
his mid-50s, was arrest-
ed eight years ago after 
it emerged that he had 
passed on intelligence 
about bin Laden to the 
CIA.

He was convicted by 
a court in 2012 and sen-
tenced to 33 years in pris-
on over ties with banned 
militant groups.

He was never formal-
ly convicted of helping 
the CIA find the Al Qaeda 
chief, leading to his death.

Dhaka, May 3 (IANS): Bangladesh has 
asked the UK to extradite Tarique Rah-
man, the exiled son of former Prime 
Minister Khaleda Zia and Chairman of 
the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) 
who has been convicted in two corrup-
tion cases.

“The process is going on. Next step 
always depends on the response from 
the British government,” Foreign Minister 
A.H. Mahmood Ali was quoted as say-
ing by bdnews24.com on Thursday. In 
February, a Bangladeshi court sentenced 
Rahman, living in London since 2008, to 
10 years imprisonment in a fraud case 
related to a foundation created to fund 
an orphanage trust, while his mother was 
handed a five year prison sentence for the 

same offence.
The opposition leader’s son had been 

sentenced to seven years in prison in 2016 
on charges of laundering $2.5 million 
between 2003-07.

Zia -- who headed the Bangladeshi 
government twice (between 1991-96 and 
2001-06) -- was named in 13 cases of cor-
ruption, violence and sedition. According 
to the BNP, hundreds of its activists and 
leaders face similar charges.

The BNP, which does not currently 
hold any seats in Parliament, boycotted 
the 2014 general elections after the gov-
ernment, led by Sheikh Hasina of the 
Awami League, scrapped the system of an 
interim government which for decades 
had supervised elections in the country.

Jerusalem, May 3 (IANS): 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu on 
Wednesday criticized Pal-
estinian President Mah-
moud Abbas for giving 
what he considered to be 
an anti-Semitic speech.

The Israeli premier con-
demned the Palestinian 
leader’s statements made 
during a Monday speech in 
Ramallah in which Abbas 
said that the persecution of 
Jews in Europe was the re-
sult of social and financial 
issues and was not perpe-
trated for religious reasons, 
Efe reported.

“With utmost igno-
rance and brazen gall, he 
claimed that European 
Jews were persecuted and 
murdered not because 
they were Jews but be-
cause they gave loans with 
interest,” Netanyahu said.

Abbas claimed that the 
widespread persecution of 
Jews in Europe and Ger-

United Nations, May 3 
(IANS): UN Secretary Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres has 
urged Donald Trump not 
to walk away from an in-
ternational deal designed 
to prevent Iran acquiring 
nuclear weapons.

Speaking to the BBC, 
Guterres said there was a 
real risk of war if the 2015 
agreement was not pre-
served.

Trump has been a 
strong critic of the ac-
cord, in which Iran agreed 
to limit its nuclear pro-
gramme in return for the 
lifting of sanctions.

The US president has 
until May 12, to decide 
whether to stick with the 
deal.

Guterres told the BBC 
that the Iran agreement 
was an “important diplo-
matic victory” and should 
be maintained.

It comes just days after 
Israel revealed “secret nu-
clear files” accusing Iran 
of having covertly pursued 
nuclear weapons.

US Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo said the 
files provided proof that 
the Obama-era nuclear 
deal was “built on lies”, 
the BBc report said. Euro-
pean allies France, the UK 
and Germany meanwhile 
have agreed that pursuing 
the current nuclear deal 
with Iran is the best way to 
stop it developing nuclear 
weapons.

In 2015, Tehran signed 
a deal with the US, China, 
Russia, Germany, France 
and Britain agreeing to 
limit its nuclear activities 
in return for the lifting of 
crippling economic sanc-

tions.
Under the deal, offi-

cially known as the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of 
Action ( JCPOA), Iran is 
committed to slashing the 
number of its centrifuges, 
which are machines used 
to enrich uranium. 

It is also meant to cut 
its stockpile of enriched 
uranium drastically and 
not enrich remaining ura-
nium to the level needed 
to produce nuclear weap-
ons.

Trump has frequently 
voiced his opposition to 
the “insane” deal, which 
he has described as the 
“worst ever”. 

Unless the European 
signatories to the deal 
and the US Congress ad-
dressed his concerns he 
plans to withdraw on the 
next deadline for waiving 
sanctions. 

Trump is unhappy 
that the deal only limited 
Iran’s nuclear activities for 
a fixed period (till 2025) 
and had failed to stop the 
development of ballistic 
missiles.

He also said it had 
handed Iran a $100bn 
windfall that it used “as a 
slush fund for weapons, 
terror, and oppression” 
across the Middle East.

Iranian President Has-
san Rouhani has ques-
tioned the legitimacy of ef-
forts by the US and France 
to change the nuclear deal 
with his country.

He has said that Iran 
“will not accept any re-
strictions beyond its com-
mitments” to comply with 
international rules in the 
years ahead.

London, May 3 (PTI): Cambridge 
Analytica, the UK-based political 
consulting firm embroiled in a 
massive data-harvesting scandal 
that compromised the personal 
information of up to 87 million 
Facebook users, has announced 
that it would immediately cease 
operations as the controversy 
had driven away virtually all of its 
customers.

The decision was made less 
than two months after Cam-
bridge Analytica and Facebook 
became embroiled in the scan-
dal. Revelations about the misuse 
of data, plunged Facebook into 
crisis and prompted regulators to 
open investigations. 

Cambridge Analytica denies 
any wrongdoing, but says that the 
negative media coverage has left 
it with no clients and mounting 
legal fees which has forced it to 
resort to closure.

“Despite Cambridge Ana-
lytica’s unwavering confidence 
that its employees have acted 
ethically and lawfully, the siege of 
media coverage has driven away 
virtually all of the company’s 
customers and suppliers,” the 
company said in a statement.

“As a result, it has been de-
termined that it is no longer 
viable to continue operating the 
business, which left Cambridge 
Analytica with no realistic alter-

native to placing the company 
into administration,” it added.

The firm’s board has applied 
to appoint insolvency practition-
ers Crowe Clark Whitehill to act as 
the independent administrator 
for Cambridge Analytica.

Additionally, parallel bank-
ruptcy proceedings will soon be 
commenced on behalf of Cam-
bridge Analytica and certain of 
the Company’s US affiliates in 
the United States Bankruptcy 
Court for the Southern District of 
New York.

Noting that over the past sev-
eral months, Cambridge Analyti-
ca has been the subject of numer-
ous unfounded accusations, the 
company said despite its efforts 
to correct the record, it has been 
vilified for activities that are not 
only legal, but also widely ac-
cepted as a standard component 
of online advertising in both the 
political and commercial arenas. 

Yesterday company’s employ-
ees were asked to return their 
keycards immediately.

“SCL Elections, as well as 
certain of its and Cambridge 
Analytica LLC’s UK affiliates filed 
applications to commence insol-
vency proceedings in the U.K.,” 
the company said. 

This could impact its Indian 
operations as well. 

During a conference by Ju-

lian Wheatland, SCL Group’s 
chairman and the man who was 
supposed to become the next 
full-time CEO of Cambridge 
Analytica after former CEO Al-
exander Nix stepped down, said 
that the board determined that 
rebranding the company’s offer-
ings in the current environment 
is futile. 

The report of an independent 
investigation released by Cam-
bridge Analytica said that it was 
involved in several elections in 
India since 2010, but refuted al-
legations that it was involved in 
interference.

The firm was accused of im-
properly obtaining personal 
information on behalf of political 
clients.

According to Facebook, data 
on up to 87 million of its users 
was harvested by an app and 
then passed on to the political 
consultancy.

The social network said its 
own probe into the matter would 
continue.

“This doesn’t change our 
commitment and determination 
to understand exactly what hap-
pened and make sure it doesn’t 
happen again,” a Cambridge An-
alytica (CA) spokesperson said.

The company said its parent 
company, SCL Elections, would 
also commence bankruptcy pro-

ceedings. This could impact its 
Indian operations as well.

The chair of a UK Parliament 
committee investigating the 
firm’s activities also raised con-
cerns about CA and SCL Elec-
tions’ move to shut down.

“They are party to very seri-
ous investigations and those in-
vestigations cannot be impeded 
by the closure of these compa-
nies,” said MP Damian Collins.

“I think it’s absolutely vital 
that the closure of these compa-
nies is not used as an excuse to 
try and limit or restrict the ability 
of the authorities to investigate 
what they were doing,” he said.

Cambridge Analytica has 
been linked to Donald Trump’s 
2016 presidential campaign. 
Trump’s campaign denies having 
used CA’s data. 

It sought information on Fa-
cebook to build psychological 
profiles on a large portion of the 
US electorate.

The company was able to 
amass the database quickly with 
the help of an app that appeared 
to be a personality test. 

The app collected data on 
tens of millions of people and 
their Facebook friends, even 
those who did not download the 
app themselves.

Facebook has since tightened 
its privacy restrictions.

London, May 3 (PTI): Lo-
cal polls for council and 
mayoral seats opened to-
day across England, the 
first electoral test for Prime 
Minister Theresa May 
since the snap general 
election last year.

May’s Conservative 
Party in June last year suf-
fered a major blow in the 
election after it failed spec-
tacularly to maintain its 
majority in Parliament, 
creating new uncertain-
ties ahead of the Brexit 
negotiations.

The local elections, 
covering over 150 local au-
thorities, spanning metro-
politan and district coun-
cils, unitary authorities 
and London boroughs, 
will prove a crucial test for 
her Conservative party-led 
government as the first 
reflection of public opin-
ion since the snap general 

election in June last year.
May was among the 

first politicians to turn out 
to vote.

The Conservatives, La-
bour and Lib Dems, as well 
as other smaller parties 
and resident groups will 
battle it out to either keep 
hold of or take control of 
around 4,371 seats in the 
country.

Watford, Hackney, 
Newham, Lewisham and 
Tower Hamlets areas of 
London will elect mayors 
and the Sheffield City Re-
gion will choose its first-
ever mayor.

There are no local elec-
tions taking place in Scot-
land, Wales and Northern 
Ireland, with a parliamen-
tary by-election for the 
Westminster seat of West 
Tyrone in Northern Ire-
land the only poll outside 
England.

Five councils will also 
be trialling a voter ID 
scheme to crackdown on 
electoral fraud. It could 
lead to a wider roll-out of 
the scheme in future elec-
tions if proved successful.

Ma y  w a l k e d  w i t h 
her polling card along-
side husband Philip May 
to vote at Westminster’s 
Methodist Hall, near her 
10 Downing Street office-
cum-residence.

Opposition Labour 
party leader Jeremy Cor-
byn gave the cameras a 
thumbs-up as he posed 
outside his local station in 
Islington, north London.

Both parties have suf-
fered bad publicity in re-
cent weeks, with the Tory 
government criticised over 
the ongoing Windrush 
immigration scandal and 
Labour struggling with 
anti-semitism allegations.

many leading up to World 
War II was not because of 
their religious beliefs but 
instead because Jews were 
moneylending bankers 
who charged high interest 
rates.

The Palestinian presi-
dent said that the best evi-
dence for this claim is that 

Jews were not persecut-
ed in the Arab countries 
where they used to live.

Netanyahu, mean-
while, appealed to the in-
ternational community to 
condemn Abbas’s “severe 
anti-Semitism; the time 
has come for it to pass 
from the world”.
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Grande to open Billboard Music Awards
Singer Ariana Grande will open the 2018 Billboard 
Music Awards. Grande shared the news during her gig 
on “The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon”, reports 
billboard.com.  She joins the star-studded schedule with 
previously announced performances from Camila Ca-
bello, Dua Lipa and Shawn Mendes. The award ceremo-
ny, hosted by Kelly Clarkson, will be held here on May 
20. The gala will air in India on Vh1 on May 21.  Kendrick 
Lamar and Ed Sheeran lead the pack with nominations 
in multiple categories including top male artist. Lamar 
and Sheeran have 15 nominations, each. (IANS)

Opang Jamir offers crash 
course for models in Nagaland 

EASTERN MIRROR: Let’s start off with a little 
background information. How did you start 
off?

Mhachen Yanthan: My initiation into 
the world of music from a young 

age is all owed to my mother. Growing up in a 
humble background with four brothers and a 
sister, pursuing music seemed to be luxury I could 
not afford. But, my mom made it happen. She 
is also the one from whom I learnt my first few 
guitar chords. She is not a musician but a mother 
who genuinely loves music and a big fan of Dolly 
Parton.

Without the support of my mom and siblings, 
my musical journey would have never come this 
far.

EASTERN MIRROR: Your inspirations?
Mhachen Yanthan: Music and my mother 

are two biggest inspirations in my life and has 
always been my constant companion and com-
forter through all the times life threw curve balls 
at me. I love all genres of music, but particularly 
draws inspiration from G-Eazy, Zyan Malik, 
Justin Bieber, Charlie Puth, The Weekend, Bruno 
Mars and John Mayer.

EASTERN MIRROR: As mentioned in Indihut, 
you seem to have connections with various 
bands too. How would you like to enlighten 
your fans on your musical journey?

Mhachen Yanthan: First of all, we formed 
a band called ‘Lapwings’ to participate in a rock 
contest labeled ‘Rock Hunt’ back in 2012 which 
2qs held at Wokha town but unfortunately we 
parted ways because we had to carry on with our 
studies in different places. When I was studying in 
Shillong and met few circle of friends in a church 
and formed a band where we worked together. 
There onwards,  we were given the opportunity to 
lead the praise and worship in a youth rally held 
at Longidang Village under wokha district. Fi-
nally, we came to a decision to continue praising 
the Lord under the band name ‘Acts 29’, through 
the music and keep the band alive.

EASTERN MIRROR: What are your main fo-
cuses when it comes to composing?

Mhachen Yanthan: My compositions 
are based on my bad times, struggles, hardships, 
youth life, my childhood days and mainly keep-
ing in mind that it should inspire the people who 
have experienced similar situations in life.

EASTERN MIRROR: What’s the best piece of 
advice you’ve been given as an artist?

Mhachen Yanthan: One day, I was feeling 
discouraged by the negative comments from the 
naysayers,  a close friend of mine advised me “no 
matter what people say about you, as long as you 
have the talent, aim and dedication, you will be 
successful in your journey and prove them wrong.

EASTERN MIRROR: Seeing the growing 
number of musicians in the state..what do you 
think is needed for those who wishe to take 
‘music’ as a career and to compete with the rest 
of the world.

Mhachen Yanthan: As a matter of fact 
Nagaland is blessed with so many upcoming 
talented musicians but as we all know,  our state 
is yet to catch up with the rest of  the world in the 
field of music industry. I think,  one needs to work 
harder, be more creative instead of just singing 
and playing songs and tunes composed by vari-
ous artists.

EASTERN MIRROR: EASTERN MIRROR: Which 
according to you is the best platform for the 
musicians of the state who wishes to promote 
their talents?

Mhachen Yanthan: For the musicians 
who wishes to promote their music, one can 
request the Indihut to get their music featured 
on their website which at present is a vogue in 
our state and the entire Northeast. Indihut offers 
artists to promote their music through different 
ways such as advertising it on different social 
networking sites and various newspapers.

EASTERN MIRROR: What is your debut single 
‘Yanthan Brothers’ all about?

Mhachen Yanthan: My debut single ‘Yan-
than Brothers’ is not just about my siblings, but 
is for everyone whose life story resembles mine. 
‘Yanthan Brothers’ is inspired from conversations 
I have had with my close-knit circle of friends. 
Our meetings are often repleted with tales of life, 
childhood, hardships, families, and their dreams 
and ambitions. I named it  ‘Yanthan Brothers’ be-
cause of the strong bond that I share with friends 
and consider them as part of life and family.

I believe there are many people out there 
who have the similar circle of friends with simi-
lar bonding and hope this song would resonate 
their lives too.

EASTERN MIRROR: What is your view on the 
approach/support given by the people of Naga-
land towards upcoming musicians?

Mhachen Yanthan: Ok... Well, according 
to me the bitter truth among most of the people 
of Nagaland are ‘criticizing the upcoming musi-
cians’. We do not expect everyone to be our fans 
but instead of criticizing  the musicians, our peo-
ple should atleast show support especially when 
a musician goes outside the state to perform 
representing Nagaland. We need support from 
our Naga brothers and sisters.

EASTERN MIRROR: If given a chance to 
perform with an artist/band who would you 
choose and why?

Mhachen Yanthan: If given such an op-
portunity, I’d wish to perform with the talented 
and beautiful duet I.e Virie and Zaza because 
they have angelic and breathtaking voices and 
a perfect collaboration with the gifted concert 
pianist, Nise Meru on the piano.

EASTERN MIRROR: What should fans look 
forward too for the rest of 2018 and beyond?

Mhachen Yanthan: I would like my fans 
to look forward for a better and refined music 
in the days to come and request my fans to keep 
supporting me because without their support it’ll 
be hard for me to deliver my music to other parts 
of the world.

“L
et’s make a dif-
ference” under 
the aegis of Aries 
Crops is hosting 
“The Men’s Fash-

ion Northeast India” is scheduled 
to be held later this year at Guwa-
hati in Assam.

Cutting the edges of fashion, 
stereotype and the label associat-
ed with fashion, the show is said to 
be exclusively for promoting men’s 
wear and the neo-male models of 
Northeast.

An update from Opang Jamir, a 
model of Nagaland from Nagaland 
who is said to be part of the show 
expressed that such show would 
give the best outlook to all about 
Northeast India as it is exotic and 
have potential in men’s fashion 
too.

In the update he said that the 
fashion is versatile and both man 
and woman enjoys to look good 
and be presentable all time.

Opang Jamir in the update has 
appealed all interested Nagaland 
based designer’s to register for the 

show and to encourage talented 
ones  who have the potential to 
make it big as successful design-
ers, models, make-up artist, 
photographers etc.

Opang Jamir who is said to 
have been the Head of Model 
scout the at Viva Model Man-
agement New Delhi is now in 
Nagaland for starting some new 
venture start-up projects with fel-
low Naga entrepreneurs.

In the release, the model has 
offered 10 days of  crash course 
to aspiring models and beauty 
pageant candidates of the state 
while stating that one should get 
the right grooming, right attitude, 
personality, dos & don’ts, and right 
contacts.

To register for the men’s 
Fashion Northeast 2018 one 
can send an email at aries-
corps111@gmail.com and to 
register for the crash course 
one is asked to send an email at 
o.jmodelinggroomingagency@
gmail.com

EMN

Dearest Somaina,
May you forever spakle and 
shine like the star that you are. 
we are so greatful that you are 
our daughter.”HAPPY BIRTH-
DAY LITTLE PRINCESS”.

 Love :- 
Deta & Maa.

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

11 am, 2 pm, 5 pm: Avengers: Infinity 
War (Eng) 3D
8 pm: Avengers : Infinity War (Eng) 2D

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern 
Mirror’s - Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as 
they share their  experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all 
connect to so Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

Little did we know

Mhachen Yanthan a.k.a Achen is a 23-year 
old musician from Nagaland who is at present pursuing his music 
degree at Margaret Shishak School of Music, Patkai Christian Col-
lege.

Achen credits music and mother as his two biggest inspirations 
who have always been his companions and comforters through all 
times.

His musical journey started at a tender age when he became 
part of a children praise group called ‘Kids Kingdom Praise’ in 
Wokha at the age of 9. And at 10, he won the first season of Cam-
pus Icon singing contest held in Wokha. He was also the youngest 
participant. Yanthan was also one of the finalists of Nagaland’s 
popular children singing contest, Kids for Fame.

Yanthan’s debut ‘Yanthan Brothers’ is about the real life conver-
sations he had with his close friends.

Yanthan believes that with increased support and decreased 
criticism among the Nagas, upcoming musicians of Nagaland can 
make the state proud.

Birthday 
Greetings
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NASA’s portable nuclear reactor 
could power missions to Mars

Just tweaking time of 
administration can make 
cancer drugs more effective 

Smart device developed for precise use of herbicides

AI beats experts in detecting 
cause of blindness in babies

Washington, May 3 (IANS): NASA has said that 
it successfully demonstrated a new nuclear re-
actor power system that could enable crewed 
missions to the Moon, Mars and destinations 
beyond.

NASA announced the results of the dem-
onstration, called the Kilopower Reactor Using 
Stirling Technology (KRUSTY) experiment on 
Wednesday at its Glenn Research Center in 
Cleveland. 

The Kilopower experiment was conducted 
at the US Department of Energy’s National 
Nuclear Security Administration’s Nevada 
National Security Site from November 2017 
through March. 

Such a demonstration could pave the way 
for future Kilopower systems that power hu-
man outposts on the Moon and Mars, NASA 
said in a statement.

“Safe, efficient and plentiful energy will be 
the key to future robotic and human explora-

tion,” said Jim Reuter of NASA’s Space Technol-
ogy Mission Directorate in Washington. 

“I expect the Kilopower project to be an 
essential part of lunar and Mars power archi-
tectures as they evolve,” Reuter said. 

Kilopower is a small, lightweight fission 
power system capable of providing up to 10 
kilowatts of electrical power - enough to run 
several average households - continuously for 
at least 10 years. 

Four Kilopower units would provide 
enough power to establish an outpost.

The pioneering power system is ideal 
for the Moon, where power generation from 
sunlight is difficult because lunar nights are 
equivalent to 14 days on Earth, said Marc Gib-
son, lead Kilopower engineer at Glenn.

“Kilopower gives us the ability to do much 
higher power missions, and to explore the 
shadowed craters of the Moon,” said Gibson. 

“When we start sending astronauts for long 

stays on the Moon and to other planets, that’s 
going to require a new class of power that we’ve 
never needed before.”

The prototype power system uses a solid, 
cast uranium-235 reactor core, about the size 
of a paper towel roll. 

Passive sodium heat pipes transfer reactor 
heat to high-efficiency Stirling engines, which 
convert the heat to electricity. 

The purpose of the recent experiment in 
Nevada was two-fold: to demonstrate that 
the system can create electricity with fission 
power, and to show the system is stable and 
safe no matter what environment it encoun-
ters, said David Poston of National Nuclear 
Security Administration’s Los Alamos National 
Laboratory.

“We threw everything we could at this 
reactor, in terms of nominal and off-normal 
operating scenarios and KRUSTY passed with 
flying colours,” said Poston.

Bengaluru, May 2 (In-
dia Science Wire): Just 
by changing the time of 
administering drugs, doc-
tors may be able to im-
prove outcome of cancer 
therapy, suggests new re-
search done at the Indian 
Institute of Technology-
Madras (IITM).

This work is rooted in 
rhythms of reactive spe-
cies production. In the 
course of day-to-day 
life, all life forms pro-
duce highly reactive 
molecules called re-
active species. While 
small doses of these 
molecules can aid 
biological functions, 
when produced at high 
rates, they can also kill the 
cell by creating oxidative 
stress. Most cancer drugs 
seek to kill malignant cells 
by producing rapid bursts 
of reactive species. But 
because there is a lack of 
specific action, drugs also 
end up affecting normal 
cells surrounding cancer-
ous tumours.

Variation in internal 
reactive species produc-
tion has been a neglected 
area of research. The re-
search team at IITM led 
by G.K. Suraishkumar has 
found that there’s a lot of 
fluctuation in levels of re-
active species within a cell. 
These short-term fluctua-
tions can be ignored when 
one is studying a much 
slower process such as cell 

growth, and work with av-
erage levels instead.

Cancer therapy relies 
on increasing oxidative 
stress beyond a critical 
point. Therefore, the tim-
ing of internal rhythms in 
reactive species produc-

tion is crucial. Scientists 
found that two important 
reactive species used for 
targeting cancer cells - 
superoxide radicals and 
hydroxyl radicals- peak at 
an interval of 15.4 hours 
and 25 hours respectively.

“ Cancer therapy relies 
on increasing oxidative 
stress beyond a critical 
point. Therefore, the tim-
ing of internal rhythms in 
reactive species produc-
tion is crucial. “

They reasoned that by 
aligning drug administra-
tion with internal rhythms 
of reactive species pro-
duction, the efficiency of 
drugs could be increased. 

To test this hypothesis, 
they administered two 
drugs menadione and cur-
cumin to cervical cancer 
cell lines and a colon can-
cer cell line.

Just by changing the 
timing of drug admin-
istration, researchers 
could reprogram internal 
rhythms of reactive spe-

cies production. For in-
stance, treating cancer 
cells with curcumin 
at the time of in-
creased superoxide 
production ensured 
that the superoxide 
radical would peak 

after every 9 hours. 
By tuning drug dose to 

hydroxyl radical produc-
tion, the periodicity of its 
rhythm was reduced from 
25 hours to 11 hours. This, 
in turn, improved the drug 
efficiency by 20%.

The strategy is non-
invasive and can be ex-
tended to any cancer drug 
that operates via produc-
tion of reactive species. 
The researchers are now 
planning to extend this to 
patients. “All we will have 
to do is change the tim-
ing of treatment in tune 
with the peaking of reac-
tive species production,” 
explained Suraishkumar 
while speaking to India 
Science Wire. “We believe 
that doing so will also re-
duce the complications 
associated with cancer 
treatment.”

Chandigarh, May 2 (In-
dia Science Wire):  India 
loses agriculture produce 
worth several hundred 
crores of rupees every 
year to weeds. While re-
moving weeds manually 
is laborious, use of chemi-
cals to destroy them is 
hazardous to environ-
ment and crops. A group 
of Indian and American 
researchers have devel-
oped a weed removal de-
vice for precise applica-
tion of herbicide that can 
reduce crop damage and 
contamination.

The tractor-mounted 
device releases precise 
amount of herbicide af-
ter sensing weed density 
through image analysis. 
Amount of herbicide var-
ies for every 5 per cent 
change in weed infestation 
unlike the conventional 
system that uses same 
amount of chemical on a 
given plot. The device has 
been developed for crops 
with row-to-row spacing 
of 350-450 millimeters.

Field experiments on 
dryland with groundnut 
and maize crops have 
shown that the use of the 
device increased pro-
duction, reduced crop 
damage and also saved 
around 80 per cent of the 
herbicide as compared to 
conventional systems of 
herbicide use.

“We have used sponge 
rollers which apply the 
herbicide through con-
tact with weeds instead 
of spray done by conven-
tional devices. This tech-
nique overcomes losses 

New York, May 3 (IANS): 
An algorithm that uses Ar-
tificial Intelligence (AI) can 
automatically and more 
accurately diagnose a po-
tentially devastating cause 
of childhood blindness 
than some expert physi-
cians, says a study.

The finding, published 
in the journal JAMA Oph-
thalmology, suggests that 
AI could help overcome 
shortage of physicians 
trained in disease diag-
nosis. 

The researchers be-
lieve that the new algo-
rithm could help prevent 
blindness in more babies 
with the disease, called 
retinopathy of prematu-
rity, or ROP. 

While the algorithm 
accurately diagnosed the 
condition in images of 
infant eyes 91 per cent of 
the time, a team of physi-
cians with ROP expertise 
who examined the same 
images had an average ac-
curacy rate of 82 per cent, 

the study said.
“There’s a huge short-

age of ophthalmologists 
who are trained and will-
ing to diagnose ROP. This 
creates enormous gaps in 
care, even in the US, and 
sadly leads too many chil-
dren around the world to 
go undiagnosed,” said the 
study’s co-lead researcher 
Michael Chiang of Oregon 
Health and Science Uni-
versity in Portland, US. 

“This algorithm distills 
the knowledge of ophthal-
mologists who are skilled at 
identifying ROP and puts it 
into a mathematical model 
so clinicians who may not 
have that same wealth of 
experience can still help 
babies receive a timely, 
accurate diagnosis,” said 
the other lead researcher 
Jayashree Kalpathy-Cram-
er of Massachusetts Gen-
eral Hospital.

Retinopathy of pre-
maturity is caused by 
abnormal blood vessel 
growth near the retina, 

New Facebook tool 
alerts website owners 
about phishing attacks

300mn smartphones with ‘notch 
display’ to be sold in 2018 — Report

San Francisco, May 3 
(IANS): Facebook has an-
nounced a new tool for 
website owners and devel-
opers that will alert them 
about phishing attacks on 
their platforms.

“We are extending the 
capabilities of our ‘Certifi-
cate Transparency Moni-
toring’ tool to make it eas-
ier for developers to learn 
about new domains that 
are maliciously created to 
implement phishing at-
tacks,” security engineer 
David Huang and soft-
ware engineers Bartosz 
Niemczura and Amy Xu 
said in a blog post late on 
Wednesday.

Phishing websites try 
to trick people into reveal-
ing their passwords, credit 
card numbers, or other 
sensitive information.

The tool, announced 
during the F8 annual de-
veloper conference in San 
Jose, alerts website own-

ers of these scams so that 
they can take action to 
protect their domain and 
the people who use their 
websites.

“Certificate Transpar-
ency Logs” are designed 
to keep a record of all valid 
security certificates issued 
by publicly-trusted Certifi-
cate Authorities.

“We have been us-
ing these logs to monitor 
certificates issued for do-
mains owned by Facebook 
and have created tools 
to help developers take 
advantage of the same ap-
proach,” the post said.

Using these tools, de-
velopers can learn about 
certificates that are mis-
issued for the domains 
they control.

“We are extending the 
capabilities of our tool to 
send alerts when certifi-
cates are issued for poten-
tial phishing domains,” 
the post added.

New Delhi, May 3 (IANS): 
Around 300 million smart-
phones -- which equates 
to 19 per cent of the to-
tal devices to be sold in 
2018 globally -- will have 
a “notch display”, a new 
report said on Thursday.

Huawei, OPPO, Vivo 
and Xiaomi smartphones 
with “notch displays” (a 
little black cut-out on top 
of the smartphone screen) 
are likely to exceed 100 
million units in sales in 
2018, said market research 
firm Counterpoint.

“A n d r o i d  s m a r t -
phones will contribute 
to 55 per cent of such 
devices and most of the 

tier-one Android Original 
Equipment Manufactur-
ers (OEMs) will embrace 
‘notch displays’ in their 
flagships first,” Counter-
point added.

T h e  a d o p t i o n  o f 
“notch displays” in sub-
$200 price segments 
from tier-one brands will 
depend on competitive 
pressure and consumer 
feedback.

Cupertino-headquar-
tered Apple will lead the 
segment by capturing 45 
per cent of devices with 
“notch displays”.

Apple is also expect-
ed to adopt “notch dis-
play” in its next series of 

iPhones.
Android creator Andy 

Rubin’s Essential Phone 
was first to embrace the 
“notch display”.

iPhone X users decid-
ed to embrace the notch 
and the trend has recently 
shifted to Android camp 
with tier-one brands 
launching their flagships 
with notch displays.

Smartphones such 
as Asus Zenfone 5 was 
launched during Mbile 
World Congress (MWC), 
followed by OPPO F7, 
Vivo V9, Huawei P20 and 
P20 Pro are some devices 
that feature notch screen 
design.

the light-sensitive portion 
in the back of an eye. The 
condition is common in 
premature babies and is 
the leading cause of child-
hood blindness globally.

The disease is diag-
nosed by visually inspect-
ing a baby’s eye. Physicians 
typically use a magnifying 
device that shines light 
into a baby’s dilated eye, 
but that approach can lead 
to variable and subjective 
diagnoses.

This algorithm uses 
deep learning, a form of 
AI that mimics how hu-
mans perceive the world 
through vision, including 
identifying objects. 

The researchers at 
Massachusetts General 
Hospital combined two 
existing AI models to cre-
ate the algorithm, while 
the Oregon Health and 
Science University re-
searchers developed ex-
tensive reference stan-
dards to train it.

They first trained the 
algorithm to identify reti-
nal vessels in more than 
5,000 pictures taken dur-
ing infant visits to an oph-
thalmologist. 

Next, they trained it 
to differentiate between 
healthy and diseased ves-
sels. Afterward, they com-
pared the algorithm’s ac-
curacy with that of trained 
experts who viewed the 
same images and discov-
ered it performed better 
than most of the expert 
physicians.

Ozone pollution can damage wheat crop
Bengaluru, May 3 (India 
Science Wire): Air pol-
lution is not only injuri-
ous to human health, 
but also to plant life. 
Scientists from Banaras 
Hindu University (BHU) 
have found that most 
wheat cultivars devel-
oped after the year 2000 
are more sensitive to 
damage due to ozone, 
a byproduct of air pol-
lution. This can affect 
wheat productivity un-
der field conditions.

On the ground, ozone 
is produced by reaction 
of nitrites and volatile 
organic compounds re-
leased in abundance by 
automobiles and indus-
tries. There has been a 
rise in ozone levels since 
the industrial revolu-
tion and the levels are 
projected to increase 
further.

“ O n c e  i t  e n t e r s 
plants, ozone can cause 
oxidative stress and af-
fect their photosynthetic 
machinery. Often the 
leaves start yellowing 
and lose the ability to fix 
carbon dioxide into food. 
All these changes can 
decrease crop yield,” Dr 
Shashi Bhushan Agrawal, 
Professor at the Depart-
ment of Botany, BHU, 
who led the study, told 
India Science Wire.

Wheat crop is par-
ticularly sensitive to 
ozone. So researchers 
assessed the extent of 
ozone toxicity in 14 vari-
eties of wheat that have 
been developed over a 
period of 42 years (1970-

2012). Selected wheat 
cultivars were grown in 
specially designed open 
top chambers at BHU 
campus between De-
cember2014 and March 
2015. One group of culti-
vars was grown in ambi-
ent ozone concentration, 
whilethe other group 
was subjected to elevat-
ed ozone levels.

“ Wheat crop is par-
ticularly sensitive to 
ozone. So researchers 
assessed the extent of 
ozone toxicity in 14 vari-
eties of wheat that have 
been developed over a 
period of 42 years (1970-
2012). “

At the end of the ex-
periment, plants were 
uprooted and compared 
in terms of yield, total 
biomass, growth and 
functional leaf area. The 
researchers found that 
allthe plants exposed 
to higher ozone levels 
carried greater signs of 
ozone damage. There 
were spots on leaves, 
decreased root and shoot 
length and reductionin 
dry weight.

The intensity of ozone 
toxicity varied highly be-
tween all the 14 culti-
vars. Only 5-8% of leaf 
area was damaged in old 
cultivars as opposed to 
12-19% non-functional 
leaf area in new varieties. 
Similar trends were also 
found for plant height, 
root growth and shoot 
growth. Scientists also 
noticed that grain yield 
was adversely affected in 
most varieties developed 

after the year 2000.
“ T h i s  i s  b e c a u s e 

while developing new 
varieties, breeders try 
to maximizethe photo-
synthetic rates of crops. 
But to make more food, 
plants need to absorb 
more carbon dioxide. 
So they open their pores 
–stomatas- for longer 
periods of time. Ozone 
present in the environ-
ment can also gain easy 
entry into the plants 
through their stomata 
and damage the cells,” 
said Prof. Agrawal.

Dr.  V ivek Pandey, 
senior scientist at the 
National Botanical Re-
search Institute, Luc-
know finds this study 
useful as it tested a large 
number of wheat variet-
ies against ozone toxic-
ity. “The study has iden-
tified certain important 
traits which provide tol-
erance to wheat variet-
ies against high ozone 
and these traits could 
be potentially useful for 
developing future ozone 
tolerant wheat varieties,” 
Dr Pandey, who is not 
involved with the BHU 
study, told India Science 
Wire.

P r o f  A g r a w a l  b e -
lieves that this study will 
prompt more breeders to 
select ozone resistance 
as a desirable trait for 
wheat varieties. This has 
implication for promi-
nent wheat producing 
regions in India like the 
Indo-Gangetic plain that 
suffer from heavy ozone 
pollution.

due to chemical drift and 
soil percolation resulting, 
which reduces environ-
mental contamination,” 
explained Abhilash Ku-
mar Chandel, a mem-
ber of the research team, 
while talking to India Sci-
ence Wire.

“  T h i s  t e c h n i q u e 
overcomes losses due to 
chemical drift and soil 
percolation resulting, 
which reduces environ-
mental contamination “

While contact-type 
weed eradicators have 
been developed in the 
past, this device introduc-
es variability to the dose of 
herbicide in proportion 
to weed density. The ap-
paratus includes a storage 
tank, pipelines, cameras, 
deflectors, ground wheel 

and sponge rollers, all 
connected to the back of a 
tractor moving at a speed 
of 2.1 km per hour. The 
processing unit consists 
of a laptop with digital im-
age analyser application.

The herbicide can be 
applied simultaneously in 
six parallel rows which are 
served by a camera and 
sponge roller each. The 
main crop is restricted 
from field of view of the 
camera through deflec-
tors so that only weeds 
appearing between the 
rows is captured by the 
cameras and treated with 
the herbicide thus en-
suring minimum crop 
damage.

The field experiments 
showed that ground-
nut plant damage with 

the device was 3.6 times 
less than constant spray 
application (CSA) and 
1.37 times less than con-
stant contact applica-
tion (CCA). In the case of 
maize, the plant damage 
was 2.72 times less that 
CSA and 1.33 times less 
than CCA.

The yield coefficient 
of the plots of two crops 
treated with the device 
was higher than the plots 
where CSA and CCA were 
used. The results have 
been published in journal 
Current Science.

The device is not yet 
ready for the market as 
researchers still need eval-
uate the prototype and 
make its processing unit 
more robust. “We want 
to replace the laptop with 

a small analytical device 
which will also reduce the 
cost. The reliability and 
feasibility of the weed 
eradicator needs to be 
tested for other crops as 
well,” said Chandel. The 
research team also wants 
to offer a variant of the de-
vice which can be hand-
held since many farmers 
can’t afford to use tractors.

“The actual efficiency 
of the device will only be 
known when it comes to 
the field as there are sever-
al factors beyond technol-
ogy which can determine 
its performance. It also 
needs to be affordable for 
the farmers,” comment-
ed Vikram Ahuja of Za-
mindara Farm Solutions, a 
Punjab-based farm equip-
ment company.



Rome, May 3 (IANS): Liv-
erpool are headed to their 
first Champions League 
final since 2007 despite fall-
ing 4-2 here in the semifinal 
second leg against AS Roma.

Thanks to a 5-2 triumph 
in the first leg at Anfield, 
the Reds prevailed 7-6 on 
aggregate and booked their 
ticket to the May 26 final in 
Kiev, where they will face 
a Real Madrid side that is 
hoping to hoist the trophy 
for a third consecutive year, 
reports Efe news.

Nearly 62,000 people 
filled the stands at the 
Stadio Olimpico here for 
Wednesday's showdown 
between Liverpool -- with 
the most away goals in the 
2017-18 Champions League 
-- and the hosts, who had 
yet to concede a goal at 
home in the current edition 
of the tournament.

Roma coach Eusebio 
Di Francesco started the 
game with the clear intent 
of keeping four men behind 
the ball at all times, but the 
strategy broke down in the 
ninth minute, when a poor 
pass by midfielder Radja 
Nainggolan resulted in a 
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Justin Langer. 

Roma's Stephan El Shaarawy, center, fights for the ball with Liverpool's Dejan Lovren during the 
Champions League semifinal second leg soccer match between Roma and Liverpool at the Olympic 
Stadium in Rome, May 2.

AP/PTI

Delhi Daredevils' Rishabh Pant plays a shot against Rajasthan Royals 
during IPL 2018 cricket match at Feroz Shah Kotla Stadium in New Delhi, 
on Wednesday.

PTI

PJ Tucker #4 of the Houston Rockets goes up for a lay up defended by Rudy Gobert #27 of the Utah 
Jazz during the 2018 NBA Playoffs in Houston, Texas.

Glimpse of the Mokokchung AutoX rally  at Imkongmeren Sports Complex on Thursday.
EM Images

Liverpool enter Champions League final

Justin Langer appointed Australia 
coach, vows to "earn respect"

Jazz shock Rockets to level NBA playoff series

IPL: Delhi Daredevils pip Rajasthan 
Royals by 4 runs to stay alive

Mokokchung AutoX begins 
with fast sprint for first winners

12 teams to vie for Open Basketball title 

Neymar returning to 
Paris to finalise recovery

goal for Liverpool by Sadio 
Mane.

But the home side 
pulled level on the night just 
six minutes later thanks to a 
Liverpool own goal as Dejan 
Lovren's attempt at clear-
ance bounced off teammate 

James Milner's head to end 
up in the net.

R o m a  s u p p o r t e r s , 
dreaming of a repeat of the 
team's amazing quarterfi-
nal comeback against Bar-
celona, urged their heroes 
on only to see the next goal 

go to Liverpool, courtesy 
of Georginio Wijnaldum's 
header following a corner in 
the 26th minute.

The Italian side reacted 
by throwing bodies forward 
and nearly clawed back 
a goal in the 35th minute 

with a Stephen El Shaarawy 
strike that hit the post .

The teams went to the 
dressing rooms with Liv-
erpool leading 2-1 on the 
night and 7-3 overall.

Six minutes after the re-
start, Edin Dzeko pounced 
on a loose ball and beat 
Reds keeper Loris Karius to 
bring Roma to within three 
goals on aggregate.

Liverpool withstood a 
series of Roma assaults in 
quick succession before get-
ting a lucky break when the 
officials missed a hand ball 
by Trent Alexander-Arnold.

Just when the tie ap-
peared settled, Nainggolan 
scored from outside the 
area in the 84th minute, the 
first of what would turn out 
to be two goals in less than 
10 minutes.

W h e n  t h e  r e f e r e e 
awarded Roma a penalty 
in the 93rd, Nainggolan 
stepped to the stop and 
converted to put his side up 
4-2 on the night.

With just seconds left, 
however, that marked the 
high point for Roma and 
Liverpool escaped with the 
7-6 win.

Mo k o k c h u n g , M a y  3 
(EMN): The 4th edition of 
the Mokokchung AutoX 
rally organised by the Ad-
venture and Motorsports 
Association of Mokokc-
hung (Amam) began at 
the Imkongmeren Sports 
Complex on Thursday.

An update from the or-
ganisers claimed that the 
event was a success in set-
ting the standards for fu-
ture motor-sporting events.

65 professional motor 
racers from Delhi, Kolkata, 
Assam, Meghalaya, and 
Motorsports Association 
from Nagaland participat-
ed in the rally. The event 
was flagged off by L Alem-
temsu Ao, vice president of 
the Mokokchung District 
Sports Council.

Thursday’s race result-
ed in Denis Assumi reach-
ing the finishing point at 
1:38.06 minutes in the SUV 
category. He was followed 
by Sandeep Sharma at 
1:41.13 minutes and Imti-
sanen at 1:43.51 minutes.

Kohima, May 3 (EMN): Twelve teams 
will taking part in the 10th edition of the 
Open Basketball Tournament organised 
by the Nagaland Basketball Association 
in association with Suncity club Kohima. 
The event will be conducted from May 7 
to the 12th at Khuochiezie local ground 
in Kohima, an update from the organis-
ers informed on Thursday.  

The opening function of the tour-
nament will commence on May 7 at 
1:00 pm. Following form the previous 
edition's tradition, matches will go till 
8:00 pm. Around 20 stalls will be setup 
around the arena from where fans can 
go and enjoy different variety of foods 
and drinks.

The organisers also announced that 

throughout the tournament, a few lucky 
fans will be picked from the ticket num-
bers and be given free food vouchers.  
A group called Table 3 will be the main 
music entertainment of the tournament. 

Some of the more recognizable teams 
that registered for the tournament are 
Team Taurus (defending champions), 
Team Mystic Ballers, Mission Giants, and 
one of the event's all-time favourites, the 
Highland Dazzlers from Mokokchung.

The organisers also announced that 
the champions will go home with INR 
60, 000 richer; the first  runners-up with 
INR 30, 000; and the other two semi final-
ists INR 10, 000 each. The most valuable 
player of the tournament will pocket INR 
10, 000, the updates informed.

Melbourne, May 3 (PTI/
AFP): Justin Langer vowed 
to fix the scandal-hit Aus-
tralian cricket team's be-
haviour and win back re-
spect after being named 
head coach in all three for-
mats of the game Thursday.

The former Test opener, 
47, starts his new role on 
May 22 for a four-year term 
which takes in two Ashes 
series, a World Cup and a 
World Twenty20 tourna-
ment.

He takes the reins at 
a time of crisis following 
the 12-month suspensions 
of ex-captain Steve Smith 
and his deputy David War-
ner over a ball-tampering 
scandal which also saw 
previous coach Darren 
Lehmann quit.

" T h e  e x p e c t a t i o n s 
are high in the Australian 
cricket team. We have got 
to make sure the behav-
iours are good. If we do 
that, I think the outcomes 
will look after themselves," 
Langer told a media confer-
ence.

"I think one of the 
things that's really impor-
tant is that we keep look-
ing to earn respect. To me, 
respect is worth more than 
all the gold in the world." 

Cricket Australia has or-
dered a review of the dam-
aged sport's culture in the 
wake of the scandal dur-
ing the third Test against 

South Africa in Cape Town 
that tarnished Australian 
cricket's reputation.

"We all know what the 
acceptable behaviours are. 
There is a difference be-
tween competitiveness 
and aggression and we've 
got to be careful with that," 
Langer said.

"We look to encourage 
great cricketers, but also 
great people. So we if we 
can encourage great people 
and great Australians over 
the next four years, I think 
that's a really important 
foundation for us." 

Langer opened the 
door for a return of Smith, 
Warner and Cameron Ban-
croft, who was also banned 
for the tampering incident.

"If we can keep men-
toring and helping them 
and they want to meet the 
standards of the Austra-
lian cricket team, then of 

course they'd be welcomed 
back." 

Succession plan 
Langer comes into the job 
after dominating domestic 
cricket in recent years as 
coach of Western Australia 
and the Perth Scorchers.

CA chief  executive 
James Sutherland said he 
was the "clear standout" 
choice. "Whilst Darren 
Lehmann was not due to 
complete his term until 
next year, we have had a 
succession plan in place 
for this role for some time," 
Sutherland said.

"The plan has allowed 
us to consider several wor-
thy candidates, but Justin 
was the clear standout, 
particularly based on his 
recent coaching and play-
er development achieve-
ments.

"We firmly believe Jus-

tin is the right person to 
lead this team and have 
huge confidence in what 
he will bring to the role." 
Langer had a highly deco-
rated playing career, rep-
resenting Australia in 105 
Test matches and eight ODI 
matches. 

He scored more than 
7,500 Test runs -- includ-
ing 23 centuries -- and was 
an integral member of the 
team during one of its most 
successful eras.

His  playing career 
spanned almost 20 years 
and 360 first-class matches, 
scoring more than 28,000 
first-class runs.

As a coach, he had been 
in charge of Western Aus-
tralia and the Perth Scorch-
ers since November 2012.

Langer led the Scorch-
ers to Big Bash League 
T20 championships three 
times, the most of any 
coach, in 2013-14, 2014-15 
and 2016-17.

He also led the WA War-
riors to one-day Cup titles 
twice, in 2014-15 and 2017-
18.

Langer was involved in 
the Australian team as an 
assistant coach for three 
years from November 2009 
and has twice been head 
coach on an interim basis 
-- in an ODI tri-series in the 
Caribbean in 2016, and a 
home T20 series against Sri 
Lanka in 2017.

Rio de Janeiro, May 3 (IANS): Brazilian 
star footballer Neymar will travel to Paris 
on Friday to complete the final stage of 
his recovery from foot surgery, according 
to media reports.

The 26-year-old Paris Saint-Germain 
forward is expected to attend the French 
Cup final between his club and Les Her-
biers next Tuesday as well as a charity 
event organised by the PSG Foundation 
later in the week, reports Xinhua news 
agency. No time-frame has been given 
for his return to training but PSG has said 
the Brazilian could play again for the club 
this season. 

Les Parisiens' last fixture of the season 
will be a Ligue 1 clash against Caen on 
May 19. Neymar has not played since 
suffering a cracked fifth metatarsal in his 
right foot in late February. He underwent 
surgery in the Brazilian city of Belo Hori-
zonte on March 3 and has since been re-
covering at his mansion in Mangaratiba, 
near Rio de Janeiro.

The Brazil No. 10 has scored 28 goals 
and provided 16 assists across all compe-
titions since arriving in the French capital 
from Barcelona for a world record fee of 
222 million euros ($265 million) last Au-
gust. Brazil national team doctor Rodrigo 
Lasmar last week said the former Santos 
prodigy would be in peak condition for 
this summer's World Cup in Russia. 

Brazil's first match of the tournament 
will be against Switzerland on June 17.

New Delhi, May 3 (IANS): Cap-
tain Shreyas Iyer and stumper 
Rishabh Pant struck rollicking 
half centuries to keep Delhi 
Daredevils' play-off hopes 
alive in the Indian Premier 
League (IPL) after the hosts 
pipped Rajasthan Royals by 
four runs by D/L method 
in a rain-truncated clash at 
the Ferozshah Kotla here on 
Thursday.

With sporadic rain af-

fecting the proceedings in 
the first innings, Rajasthan's 
target was curtailed to 151 
from 12 overs and the visi-
tors were very much in the 
chase, thanks to a stroke-filled 
26-ball 67 from opener Jos 
Buttler.

Pacer Trent Boult pulled 
back things for the home side 
with a couple of wickets and 
a brilliant last over where he 
defended 15 runs as Delhi 

rose one spot to the No.7 in the 
points table.

Buttler began the chase, 
clobbering the Delhi bowlers 
mercilessly all over the park 
to bring up Rajasthan's 50 in 
just 19 balls in the company of 
D'Arcy Short (44 off 24), who 
played the perfect second fiddle 
to the Englishman.

Buttler meted out special 
treatment to young pacer Avesh 
Khan, smashing him thrice over 
the boundary as he got to his in-
dividual 50 off just 18 deliveries 
as the home crowd began to lose 
hopes of a win.

Leg-spinner Amit Mishra, 
however, brought the smiles 
back to the fans, who stayed well 
past midnight braving the heavy 
rain, by getting Buttler stumped 
with a top spinner.

Boult then jolted the visitors 
with the quick wickets of Sanju 
Samson (3) and Ben Stokes (1) 
even as Glenn Maxwell ended 
Short's resistance to reduce Ra-
jasthan to 118/4.

With 33 needed off 14 balls, 
Krishnappa Gowtham (18 not 
out) and Rahul Tripathi (9) failed 
to take the visitors home in what 
turned out to be a nail-biting af-
fair towards the end.

Los Angeles, May 2 (AFP):  
The Utah Jazz started strong 
then held their nerve to 
beat the top-seeded Hous-
ton Rockets 116-108 on 
Wednesday and level their 
NBA playoffs second-round 
series at one game apiece.

Australian Forward Joe 
Ingles scored a playoff ca-
reer-high 27 points and star 
rookie Donovan Mitchell 
added 17 as Utah used a big 
fourth quarter to thwart a 
second-half comeback bid 
by superstar James Harden 
and the Rockets in Houston.

Ingles, a 30-year-old 
who played internationally 
as a pro for eight years be-
fore landing in the NBA in 
2014, drained seven of nine 
three-point attempts.

That included two late 
in the fourth, when his three 
from the left corner with 
4:25 remaining took the Jazz 
lead to 108-96.

Rookie star Mitchell's 
17 points included an one-
handed dunk off the re-
bound of his own missed 
shot -- an emphatic jam that 
keyed Utah's 16-2 fourth-
quarter scoring run.

"To be honest I was just 
trying to shoot a floater and 
grab a rebound, but I was up 
there so I figured why come 
down with it," Mitchell said.

Moments before, Mitch-
ell had forced Harden into 
a 24-second violation, just 
one solid defensive move 
from a Jazz team that held 
the vaunted Rockets offense 
to 24 percent shooting in 
the final period.

"The biggest thing is we 
defended," Mitchell said. 
"We'll take this win, but we 
need three more."

- 'Series is on' -
NBA scoring champion 
Harden notched 32 points 
with 11 assists and seven 
rebounds for the Rock-
ets, who erased a 19-point 
first-half deficit to take a 
five-point lead in the third 
quarter.

Just when it looked like 
the potent Rockets had 
warmed up and might pull 
away, the Jazz responded 
and were up 86-85 heading 
into the final period.

"They're obviously a 
good team," Ingles said of 

the Rockets, who posted the 
league's best record in the 
regular season. "They made 
runs -- we knew they were 
going to make runs.

Jazz coach Quin Snyder 
was pleased with the poise 
his young team, still coping 
with the injury absence of 
Spanish point guard Ricky 
Rubio, displayed.

"(Houston) not only 
made it a game but basically 
took control of the game, I 
think we could feel that," he 
said of the Rockets' surge to 
the lead in the third. "So at 
that point for our guys to 
keep their focus on what we 
were trying to do says a lot 
about the team -- that they 
didn't break at that point."

The Rockets, who made 
17 of 32 three-pointers in 
a 110-96 game-one romp, 
connected on just 10 of 37 
from beyond the arc and 
were 38-for-95 from the 
field overall.

"We did a pretty good 
job of fighting back," Hard-
en said, but he echoed Rock-
ets coach Mike D'Antoni in 
saying the effort to climb 
out of a 19-point hole was 
tiring.

The Jazz, seeded fourth 
in the West, will try to grab 
the series lead when they 
host game three on Friday 
in Salt Lake City.

"The series is  on," 
D'Antoni said. "Get it going 
now."

While for above-13, 000 
CC category, Kevin Puro 
finished the track in 1:43.47 
minutes followed by Ewell-
son Lyngdoh in 1:43.85 
minutes and Bento Swu in 
1:44.37 minutes.

In the below-1300 CC 
category, V Yeshika Yeptho 
zoomed in the finishing 
point in 1:45.41 minutes 
while Alem I Jamir and 
Abhigyan completed it in 
1:48.97 minutes and 1:49.06 
minutes in that order.

For Friday's event, 

Moatsu Sprint will start 
from 9:00 am at Yimchalu 
village, which will be the 
crucial event for competi-
tors of all the categories 
in the event. The final re-
sult will be determined 
by scores of both formats 
(AutoX and Moatsu Sprint) 
in their respective category; 
competitor’s timing of both 
the formats will be tabu-
lated from which the win-
ner will be decided from 
the accumulated best time 
scores.

Results of 4th AutoX on day-1
SUV CATEGORY

1st Position- Denis Assumi- 1:38.06 minutes
2nd Position- Sandeep Sharma- 1:41.13 minutes

3rd Position- Imtisanen- 1:43.51 minutes
ABOVE 13000 CC

1st  Position- Kevin Puro : 1:43.47 minutes
2nd Position- Ewellson Lyngdoh : 1:43.85 minutes

3rd Position- Bento Swu : 1:44.37 Minutes
BELOW 1300 CC

1st Position- V Yeshika Yeptho: 1:45.41 Minutes
2nd Position- Alem I Jamir : 1:48.97 Minutes

3rd Position -Abhigyan: 1:49.06 Minutes


