
The NPF's Achumbemo Kikon, at right, and Press Secretary Atou Liezietsu during   a press conference in 
Kohima on May 2.

The makeshift road for vehicular movement seen here submerged, exposing RCC pipes, along the 4th 
Mile regions of the Chate River, in Dimapur.
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Change your life  
today. Don't gamble 

on the future, act now, 
without delay. 

~ Simone de Beauvoir
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 30° 16°
Agartala 34° 24°
Gangtok 24° 11°
Guwahati 35° 20°
Imphal 30° 14°

Itanagar 30° 17°
Shillong 20° 13°
Delhi 38° 28°
Kolkata 34° 25
Chennai 37° 28°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 21° 14°
DIMAPUR 29° 19°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 3mm 87%
DIMAPUR 2mm 94%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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NDPP pitches investigation into 
all-funds-no-work dealings 

Rains drench Dimapur in  
annual shower of headache

    

Entertainment Sports

Bruce Springsteen’s 
broadway show earns 
special Tony Award | P10

Thai ‘dwarf giant’ Wanheng equals 
Mayweather’s 50-0 record |  P11

World

British PM faces Brexit  
challenges from her party | P9

Mirror Takes

~ Arien
No, no. Please don't come 
to our village. We did not 

support the minister.  
Please go back...

Dimapur, May 2 (EMN): 
The Nationalist Demo-
cratic Progressive Party 
(NDPP) has sought an in-
dependent investigation 
into contract dealings re-
ferring to what the party 
said on Wednesday was  
an event that "exposed"  
the previous government 
approving the release of 
sanctioned  'amounts' (of 
funds) for payment  of  
contractors without ei-
ther issuing any work or-
der or submission of any 
progress report.

The media and com-
munication committee of 
the NDPP issued a state-
ment to the media on May 
2 putting to context the 
Public Works department 
(roads and bridges) ap-
parently bringing to light 

matters regarding an al-
leged attempt to divert 
funds of the strategic road 
development plan (SRDP) 
for 2017-18.  

The NDPP lauded the 
Public Works department 
for 'bringing to light the 
actual facts of the mat-
ter regarding the alleged 
attempt to divert funds 
under SRDP 2017-18.' 

"The party expresses 
its gratitude to the depart-
ment for following all the 
laid down procedures in 
a transparent manner to-
wards according neces-
sary administrative ap-
proval and sanctioning of 
the revised list of works," 
the organisation, currently 
in the ruling, stated.

The NDPP then threw 
the ball: "It has now been 

exposed that the previous 
government had approved 
the release of the sanc-
tioned amounts towards 
payment to contractors 
without either issuing any 
work order or submission 
of any progress report."

The party declared: "In 
case of any lapses on the 
part of the department in 
following the laid down 
rules and procedures un-
der the previous govern-
ment, the NDPP calls for 
an independent and un-
biased investigation and 
to initiate necessary dis-
ciplinary actions against 
those people guilty of such 
gross malpractices and 
at the same time exposes 
the misuse of power and 
government machinery by 
the then DAN (Democratic 

Alliance of Nagaland) gov-
ernment at the cost of the 
public."

The public funds, the 
party stated, were there-
fore released for payment 
to contractors 'without 
any work done which is 
a gross violation of gov-
ernment norms and seri-
ous violation of laid down 
rules.' 

The organisation won-
dered about the persons 
under whose direction or 
pressure said action was 
taken. Likewise, the NDPP 
queried why public funds   
have had to be sanctioned 
for payment to contractors 
without following proce-
dures for 'budgeted funds'  
without any work having 
being undertaken, and in 
violation of norms.

ed, we will open the Bailey 
bridge,” he informed.

As the rains bring in 
a little more than water, 
a note from the princi-
pal of a local college in 
Dimapur also wrote to 
the Eastern Mirror la-
menting what would be a 
common refrain for most 
Naga persons. 

"The dreaded mo-
ment  happened last 
evening when the hume 
pipes subway across the 
Chathe river was washed 
away last night. Though 
running a little behind 
schedule due to various 
circumstances, the state 
PWD department has 
been working consist-

ently to make the Bailey 
bridge open to the public 
at earliest," Dr. Chuba-
tola Aier of C-Edge Col-
lege stated in an email on 
Wednesday. 

"The public are anx-
iously looking forward 
to see the long awaited 
bridge operational," she 
added.

Swapneel Paul. The Dimapur native secured the 64th ranking in the 
recent UPSC edition.

From HSLC topper to pipping UPSC, 
Dimapur lad looks to making impact 

Opp'n throws in the red at government functioning

make it to the final list. 
In my second attempt in 
2015, I got through Indian 
Postal Service (IPoS). In 
my third attempt in 2016 
I got through Indian Rev-
enue Service-Customs 
and Indirect Taxes (IRS- 
C&IT). And finally in this 
attempt, I secured 64 rank 
in the Indian Administra-
tive Service.
On securing a place in 
the Top 100: I expected 
to be in the top 100 this 
time as my written exams 
went really well compar-
ing to the previous years.' 
Securing top 6th rank in 
the Nagaland HSLC exam 
kept me motivated for the 
UPSC. 
Preparation: My prepara-
tion was a blend of both 
conventional books and 
the internet. In today’s 
time it is always advisable 
for candidates to use the 
internet in a judicious way 
during preparation or else 
one can stand a chance to 
miss out on certain things.
Advice to aspirants: With 
the proliferation of the 
internet, knowledge has 
become very democratic 
and one can clear this 
exam even without at-
tending any conventional 
coaching, sitting at home. 
The only thing that mat-
ters is a smart strategy 
followed by dedication. 
My best wishes to all the 
aspirants.

HSLC topper to securing 
a place in the echelons of 
the UPSC: 
Idea of writing UPSC 
examination: First of all 
my heartfelt thanks to 
Eastern Mirror for giv-
ing me this opportunity. 
I actually started thinking 
about UPSC a little late 
unlike many other aspir-
ants who have this dream 
right from the childhood. 
I started to think about 
UPSC in the final year of 
my college. The feeling 
that I can make an impact 
on the lives of the people 
the most through this job 
finally convinced me to 
quit the corporate job.
Linking schooling back-
ground: I was a topper 

in my school since child-
hood. It always helped 
me keep myself motivated 
and confident in this saga 
of four years with UPSC. 
In my college days in NIT, 
I got in touch with people 
with diverse backgrounds 
from every nook and cor-
ner of the country which 
definitely helped me to 
broaden my perspectives.
Paul’s UPSC journey: I got 
an on-campus placement 
in Alstom India Ltd, a 
French power sector com-
pany, in which I worked 
for 16 months. In Octo-
ber 2013, I quit the job 
and started to prepare full 
time for UPSC. In my first 
attempt in 2014, I went to 
the interview and couldn’t 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, May 2: The 
recently only "motor-
able" way to Naga Unit-
ed Village and beyond 
the Referral Hospital in 
Dimapur has been sub-
merged with the Chate 
River riding the banks 
along the 4th Mile regions 
following a heavy down-
pour during the past few 
days. This has left com-
muters seeking alterna-
tive routes downstream 
and to downtown.

A Bailey bridge is be-
ing built for temporary 
movement of vehicles. 
The construction of the 
Bailey is adjacent to the 
main reinforced con-
crete construction bridge 
which is expected to be 
completed by April 2019. 

When contacted, the 
executive engineer for 
Roads and Bridges Tal-
itemsu informed that 
vehicles would be able 
to commute across the 
river once the bridge is 
completed. “The work of 
the Bailey bridge is going 
on continuously but we 
could not open it for the 
public in our calculated 
time since the gabion 
structures and back fill-
ing to the approach road 
couldn't be done in full 
swing as the commuters 
could not wait for even a 
few minutes,” he said. 

Reinforced Cement 
Concrete pipes are also 
placed across said sub-
merged road. Despite the 
alternative route having 
been submerged, the of-
ficer was of the belief that 
it was a “blessing in dis-
guise” that the flood oc-
curred on the night of May 
1 'as it stopped traffic, 
making way and space for 
the department to com-
plete the Bailey bridge as 
soon as possible. '

On April 20, the Public 
Works department Min-
ister Tongpang Ozukum 
inspected the ongoing 
“road repair and renova-
tion” work announced by 
the Peoples Democratic 
Alliance government. He 
then informed media 
persons that the Bailey 
bridge would be com-
plete for traffic by the first 
week of May. 

Talitemsu has also 
assured that the Bailey 
bridge would be open in a 
few days time. “Once ade-
quate moisture, tempera-
ture, and time to allow the 
concrete to achieve the 
desired properties for its 
intended use is complet-

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, May 2 (EMN): 
The opposition, the Naga 
People's Front (NPF), has 
demanded that the Elec-
tion Commission (EC) of 
India take cognizance of 
the People’s Democratic 
Alliance (PDA) appointing 
13 persons in its ministry 
with three in the  cabinet 
status and ten in the status 
of minister of state. The 
NPF has sought 'appro-
priate action' against said 
matter.

Addressing media 
persons at the NPF's of-
fice, spokesperson of the 
party Achumebemo Kikon 
maintained that the ap-
pointments should be kept 
away for the time being on 
grounds that said appoint-
ment   was in violation of 
the election Model Code 
of Conduct. He alleged 
that all was not well with  
the government 'with the 
way it was accommodat-
ing political parties and 
appointing people.' The 
government is like a “rot-

ten bridge” that looks like 
it will collapse any mo-
ment, Kikon claimed. 

While the EC had an-
nounced the Lok Sabha 
elections on the evening 
of April 26 and the Mod-
el Code of Conduct had 
come into force  immedi-
ate to it, Kikon questioned 
‘how can they appoint 
when the process of elec-
tioneering have started? 
This is gross violation of 
the election code of con-
duct.’

Putting to context the 
PDA government doing 
away with the 'VIP culture' 
and introducing 'auster-
ity measures,' Kikon won-
dered about the amount 
of funds the move would 
incur. He said it would be 
a burden on the State Ex-
chequer in that  the state 
was 'running with a lot of 
deficits.' 

The NPF's spokesper-
son opined further that 
there was 'no necessity of 
appointing these many 
people. “I don’t think their 

Motorists and auto rickshaw drivers struggle to push their vehicles through or 
off a flooded junction leading to Signal colony in Dimapur after a downpour on 
Wednesday. It is regularly that the rains flood this particular junction, near 'Saam 
bazar,' as it is at the hollow foot of a major highway—lowered even further when 
the straddling highway was raised during construction a few years ago. 

That said, clogged drains at the Signal junction is a regular headache for 
commuters during the monsoon. Even a light shower submerges the main road 
while also spreading garbage and waste materials. Because the water would 
enter engines, vehicles often splutter out or force commuters to take a long 
roundabout. As for pedestrians they must often have to do with wading through 
the pungent sewage-saturated water.  

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, May 2: Swap-
neel Paul (28) from Di-
mapur secured the 64th 
rank in the recently de-
clared Union Public Serv-
ice Commission's (UPSC) 
results. Prior to his suc-
cess, Paul had been serv-
ing as an assistant com-
missioner at the Indian 
Revenue Service. 

Born and brought up 
at Netaji Colony in Di-
mapur, Paul is the son of 
an advocate at the Ko-
hima bench of the Gu-
wahati High Court, PB 
Paul, and Alpana Paul, a 
homemaker. 

Paul did his school-
ing at Holy Cross School 
in Dimapur. He had also 
secured the 6th rank in the 
state High School Leav-
ing Certificate (HSLC) ex-
aminations in 2006. He 
pursued higher secondary 
from the Army School at 
Narangi in Guwahati, and 
B.Tech in electrical engi-
neering from the NIT  at 
Silchar in 2012. 

Swapneel Paul talked  
to Eastern Mirror about 
his journey from being a  

The shift of water 

services are required when 
we have enough elected 
members to run the gov-
ernment,” he remarked.  
“What do you expect from 
this government if a little 
budget meant for the state 
is being paid to some few 
individuals, then what and 
how will the citizens of 
Nagaland benefit?” Kikon 
queried. He alleged that 
the PDA’s government 
functioning and actions 
were contradictory to its 
vision.

Referring to the closure 
of petrol pumps called by 

petroleum dealers that 
caused problems for the 
people in the state, Kikon 
opined that it was nothing 
but a 'total breakdown of 
law and order.' In spite 
of the numerous prom-
ises they have made to 
the people, Kikon said, 
the PDA government has 
failed  in assuring security 
to  the citizens.

The party also referred 
to  ongoing repair and 
renovation works on roads 
across the state. Kikon was 
apprehensive whether or 
not the PDA would be able 

to complete the work  with 
'just four days left out of 60 
days and fulfil its promis-
es.' He said that although it 
had came out with 'many 
100 days policies and pro-
grammes,' there was no 
visible change and noth-
ing was happening on the 
ground.'  

Further, the party ex-
pressed discontentment 
at the PDA’s decision to 
rename the Indira Gan-
dhi stadium to Dr. T Ao, 
and the move to appoint 
former Chief Minister KL 
Chishi as DAN chairman, 

which was declined. These 
are not wise decisions, the 
NPF spokesman asserted, 
and maintained that a leg-
endary man like Dr. Ao 
should not be 'disgraced 
in this manner.'  He called 
‘funny and demeaning’ 
the appointment of Chi-
shi as DAN chairman. He 
asserted that that 'good 
or bad he was the former 
chief minister of the state 
and that one should know 
how to respect someone of 
that stature.' 

Referring to the gov-
ernment’s decision to hold 
'mini' Hornbill festivals in 
collaboration with trib-
al festivals in the state, 
Kikon opined that proper 
consultation should have 
been taken from the tribes. 
He said that the festival of 
each tribe was ‘unique and 
sacred’ and that the 'mini 
hornbill festivals' would 
'corrode the Naga culture 
and identity.' 

When queried about 
whom the NPF would be 
fielding as candidate for 

the Lok Sabha, Kikon said 
that the party was yet to 
take an 'official decision.' 
He said that consultations 
were on within the party 
and    a decision about 
it would be  announced 
soon. 

The NPF spokesperson 
affirmed that the NPF, as 
an opposition party, would 
continue  to monitor the 
government.

Decr ying the way 
the state's government 
was functioning, Kikon 
opined: “This is not the 
way the government 
should be run. The gov-
ernment is formed for the 
citizens” and not to simply 
please the people with 
false promises or just to 
hang on to power.

Iterating that the NPF 
cannot accept or keep 
quiet, Kikon cautioned 
that the people need to be 
watchful. He assured that 
his party will continue to 
'raise all issues' concern-
ing the citizens of Naga-
land.' 



Wokha DC urges participation of 
community in disaster management

Kire clan clarifies on allegation against member

Detox camp begins at Tammong village 

Tobacco control meet on May 11 

Weeklong cultural exchange 
programme at NU culminates

Farmers’ welfare meet aims at doubling farmers’ income by 2022
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Phek’s DCO informs on nomination 
to the Governor’s Award 
The district cultural officer (DCO) of Phek, Teisovi-
kuolie Therie has informed all the eligible candidates 
from Phek district to submit their application along 
with bio-data, soft copy (CD) recording / supporting 
documents, photo copy etc. for nomination to the 
Governor’s Award 2018 for distinction in the field 
of art and craft, music and literature. Application 
can be submitted to deputy commissioner, Phek or 
respective additional deputy commissioner, (Meluri 
/ Pfutsero / Chozuba) latest by May 28 for onward 
submission to the district level committee. Candidates 
may contact DCO Phek through the following num-
bers- 8897241487, 9612057184.

Lotha Hoho calls for consultative meet 
The Lotha Hoho has called a consultative meeting on 
May 5 at 11 am at Lotha Tribal Council Hall in Wokha. 
Informing this in a press release, the hoho informed 
that the meeting is to deliberate on the ongoing Naga 
political negotiation and solution.  All Lotha MLAs, 
frontal organisations, KLH, DLH, LLRPO, RALH, LBES, 
intellectuals, have been requested to attend the meet-
ing positively.    

ANCSF convenes emergency meeting
The All Nagaland Cooperative Societies Federation 
(ANCSF) has convened an emergency meeting on May 
5 at 11 am at Red Cross Society MC hall in Kohima. The 
meeting has been called to deliberate (ICDP) ongoing 
project for five districts. All the office bearers and 
executive members have been requested to attend 
the meeting. 

Peren’s Hindi teachers’ general meeting
The All Nagaland Hindi Teachers Union of Peren unit 
has convened a general meeting on May 5 at 11 am 
at PEN hall in Jalukie town. 

CLKK convenes executive body meeting
The Chishi Limi Kughuko Kuqhakulu has convened 
its executive body meeting on May 5 at 9 am at its 
banker’s residence, Lhomithi Colony in Dimapur. All 
area representatives, advisors and office bearers have 
been requested to attend the same.

Tuensang DPDB meeting on May 10
The Tuensang District Planning and Development 
Board (DPDB) monthly meeting has been scheduled 
on May 10 at 11:00 am at deputy commissioner’s con-
ference hall in Tuensang. The meeting will also honour 
the newly elected MLA of Tuensang. All the board 
members have been requested to attend the same.

Tsosinyu and Gwachonlo village 
councils to meeting
The Tsosinyu Village Council and Gwachonlo Village 
Council will be holding a joint general meeting on May 
5 at 10 am at Tsosinyu village community hall. Citizens 
of both the villages and council members have been 
requested to attend the meeting.

NCYM to host central executive meet
The Nagaland Catholic Youth Movement has informed 
that its central executive meeting will be conducted 
from May 5-7 at DAN at 3rd Mile in Dimapur. Presi-
dents and secretaries of the parishes / centre and 
tribal units are asked to attend the meeting.

Kho-Kho association convenes meeting
The Nagaland Kho-Kho Association has convened an 
executive meeting on May 12 at 1 pm at its president’s 
residence, Officers Hill in Kohima. The meeting has 
been called to deliberate on the state level tourna-
ment and hosting of national/east zone Kho-Kho 
federation during this year. All the members are re-
quested to attend the meeting.

Dimapur DPDB meeting deferred 
The Dimapur District Planning and Development 
Board monthly meeting has been deferred till further 
notice.

CORRECTIONS
This is to clarify that the headline of the news article “Naga 
karate team shines at national arena” from the May 2 edi-
tion of this newspaper should be read ‘Naga taekwondo 
team shines at National arena’ and not as was published.

Dr. Manazir Jeelani Samoon with officials and participants during the pre-fire season workshop at Forest colony in Wokha on May 1.

Students from NU and Dr. Hari Singh Gour University Sagar Madhya Pradesh display the Naga 
cultural attire durinng the cultural exchange programme.  

Rajesh Soundararajan addressing the farmers’ welfare workshop at Hotel Japfu in Kohima on May 2.

Dimapur, May 2 (EMN): De-
partment of Forest on May 
1 organized a workshop on 
pre-fire season awareness 
for coordination among line 
departments, village, colony 
councils and NGOs at Forest 
Colony community hall, 
Wokha.

According to update 
from DPRO, the deputy 
commissioner of Wokha, 
Dr. Manazir Jeelani Samoon 
was the guest of honour.

Addressing the work-
shop, DC highlighted about 
the structure of disaster 
management authority. He 
said ‘if incident are reported 
on time by village disaster 
management authority and 
village disaster core com-
mittee response time will be 
lowered.’

Stressing on the impor-
tance of availability of re-
sources and instruments 
to be used during disaster, 
he said “if we don’t provide 
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them those basic neces-
sity how are we going to 
expect them to function 
efficiently.”

DC also asserted that if 
the capacity and participa-
tion of the community is 
good then in case of any 

disaster, the response can 
be good, timely and more 
efficient in such eventuality. 

Pointing out lack of fire 

safety norms while con-
structing buildings, Sasoon 
urged the people to obtain 
permission from concerned 

authority and follow basic 
norms so that in case of 
any fire incident it does not 
spread to nearby buildings.

Commenting on the 
importance of conserving 
Mt. Tiyi Forest, he said com-
munity participation is very 
important for success of 
any project and appealed 
to the villagers and colonies 
to come forward and regu-
late laws and legislations 
for preserving local natural 
resources.

S P  Wo k h a ,  B h a r a t 
Markad, who also spoke 
during the function said 
“besides the bountiful re-
sources provided by the for-
est we are trying to degrade 
the forest.” He urged the 
citizens to preserve the for-
est. Giving special emphasis 
on Mt. Tiyi, he also assured 
the department of Forest to 
extend all possible assist-
ance as and when required 
by the department.

Dimapur, May 2 (EMN): The 
Kire ‘Chienuo’ (clan) has issued 
a clarification on Wednesday 
stating that Lhoubeilatuo Kire, 
principal secretary of Rural 
Development had never served 
any ultimatum to NPF party 
nor to TR Zeliang as alleged.

A press release appended 
by clan president, Dr. Kikruku-
olie Kire and general secretary, 
Vilavotuo Kire stated that after 
the series of allegation and 
counter allegation on the bed-
rock of RD department vis a vis 
MNREGS fund allocation in 
Kuda village under Dimapur 
district, the clan have a clear 
stance since inception.

“We are neither against any 
political party nor malicious 
intention to demean the role of 
opposition in democratic set-
up. However, we felt necessary 
and just to support and fight 
against hatched conspiracy 

meted to a family member,” the 
press release stated.

While clarifying its stance, 
the clan stated it was confirmed 
from the organizations that 
Lhoubeilatuo Kire ‘had never 
lobbied nor rallied support of 
social organizations for issuing 
press release in his favour.’

“It is the Kire clan who 
questioned the conduct of 
Shri TR Zeliang in the light of 
instances of personalized al-
legation. Further, it demand 
from Shri TR Zeliang the rea-
son behind personalized ven-
detta against our clan member 
within stipulated period in the 
last press statement,” the clan 
justified. 

Citing TR Zeliang, leader 
of opposition’s statement pub-
lished on April 30— “as human 
being, I might have commit-
ted mistakes. Nevertheless, 
I fail to recollect any action 

taken against Lhoubeilatuo 
Kire based on hatred or enimity 
some 20 years back,” the Kire 
clan said it acknowledged hu-
man limitations. However, the 
clan stated ‘the former openly 
ask if any action or allegation 
initiated by him should be 
brought to light for clarifica-
tion in public domain or indi-
vidual level, is unacceptable 
to the Chienuo, since we have 
evidence of the instances and 
living witness.’

The Kire clan said ‘it will not 
drag the matter on media tus-
sle, rather as per the resolution 
the matter will be traditionally 
and customarily dealt with.’

Further, it has cautioned 
that in the process if anything 
happen to Lhoubeilatuo Kire 
physically or his career, Kire 
Chienuo shall put the blame 
and responsibility to TR Ze-
liang.

Dimapur, May 2 (EMN): The 
outreach gospel ministry 
launched a month free detox 
camp on May 1 at Tammong 
village in Mon, with the deputy 
commissioner of Mon, Thava-
seelan K as guest speaker. A 
press release from the District 
AIDS Control Prevention Con-
trol Unit informed about the 

programme on Wednesday.
The director of De-Addic-

tion and Rehab Center of Mon, 
N Neangba Konyak appreci-
ated the district administra-
tion, medical department, 
and those who have extended 
support through financial, 
material and in prayer towards 
the camp. 

He informed that around 
40 members were enrolled for 
free detox camp.

DC in his speech acknowl-
edged the ministry for organis-
ing such camp. He encouraged 
the campers to have the cour-
age to change their behaviour 
and start a new and meaning-
ful life in the society.

Dimapur, May 2 (EMN): Kohima district nodal 
officer for NTPC, Dr. Arenla Walling has informed 
all the members of District Level Coordination 
Committee (DLCC) that a meeting on tobacco 
control will be held on May 11. 

Following members are asked to attend the 
meeting positively: DC and chairman DLCC, 
Kohima; district nodal officer Kohima; chief 
medical officer (CMO) Kohima; superintendent 
of police Kohima; district education officer Ko-
hima; superintendent of Excise Kohima; District 
Public Relations Officer Kohima; project director, 

District Rural Development Agency Kohima; 
administrator KMC; representative of Indian 
Dental Association Kohima Branch; president 
of Angami Youth Organization (AYO), Nagaland 
Hotels and Restaurant Association Kohima, Ko-
hima Chamber of Commerce & Industries, and 
Angami Mechu Krotho, GB Association Kohima 
district, Nagaland In-Service Doctors Associa-
tion, Press Club Kohima, Kekhrie Foundation 
Kohima, Rengma Mother’s Association; principal 
of Don Bosco Hr. Sec. School Kohima, and Govt. 
Hr. Sec. School Seikhazou.

Dimapur, May 2 (EMN): A weeklong 
cultural exchange programme con-
ducted as a part of ‘Ek Bharat Shresh-
tha Bharat’ initiated by the Ministry 
of Human Resource Development at 
Nagaland University, Limami came to 
close on May 1.

Update received from the uni-
versity on Wednesday informed that 
the vice-chancellor in charge, prof. 
AK Singh was the chief guest of the 
ceremony held at I Ihoshe Kinimi hall, 
NU, Lumami campus. 

Addressing the gathering, prof. 
Singh said ‘despite differences it is 
culture that binds us and builds the 
heart-to-heart connection.’ He en-
couraged the visiting students to be-
come brand ambassadors and create 
a new image of Nagaland, while also 
acting as the link between Nagaland 
and Madhya Pradesh.

There were cultural training 
sessions during the weeklong pro-
gramme wherein the local students 
trained the visitors with the Naga folk 

songs and dances. 
Workshops on ‘indigenous agri-

cultural practices of Nagaland,’ and 
‘culture and traditional heritage of Na-
galand’ were said to have conducted 
for the visitors. The team was taken 
on a cultural excursion to historical 
places at Mokokchung district and 
had hands-on cultural games and 
sports. 

The culminating programme 
witnessed the Naga folk song, folk 
dance, and showcase of cultural at-
tires of Nagaland performed jointly 
by the students of NU and Dr. Hari 
Singh Gour University Sagar. The visit-
ing team enthralled the audiences by 
‘kathak’ dance.

A folk song titled ‘Sohimozo’ was 
performed by the students of NU. Pro-
Vice-Chancellor of Medziphema cam-
pus, Prof. T Lanusosang, registrar in 
charge, Prof. NS Jamir, and president 
Nagaland University Students Union 
of Lumami, Chumseli Anar delivered 
short speeches.

Dimapur, May 2 (EMN): 
Along with the rest of the 
country, ATMA Kohima 
block organized ‘Kisan 
Kalyan Karyashalaya,’ farm-
ers’ welfare workshop un-
der the theme, “Doubling 
of farmers income by 2022” 
on May 2 at Hotel Japfu in 
Kohima. 

Update from DIPR on 
Wednesday informed that 
the deputy commissioner 
of Kohima, Rajesh Sound-
ararajan was the special 
guest for the programme.

The programme was 
chaired by Dr. Khriengun-
uo, BTM, ATMA Kohima 
block who also delivered 
the keynote address high-
lighted the purpose behind 
the programme. She said 
the main objective of the 
programme was to create 
awareness about the strate-
gies to be adopted for dou-
bling the farmers’ income. 

The specia l  guest , 
Rajesh Soundararajan, 
stressed on the importance 
of awareness about the dif-
ferent schemes which is a 
must for farmers to avail 
such schemes. He encour-

aged the farmers to rec-
ognize the most suitable 
activities with potential as 
per local conditions and 
take it up.

Four farmers-Penyusie-
lie Suokhrie (dairy farmer), 
Teisovilie Medom (vegeta-
ble cultivator), Neimehel 
Neikha (Land developer), 
Kelhou Multipurpose Co-
operative Society (Mixed 
farmer) were awarded for 
their achievements in ag-
riculture and allied sectors 

Two progressive farm-
ers also shared their ex-
periences. Vithato Nakhro 
shared about his success 
story and best practices 
adopted by him in vegeta-
ble and animal rearing.

N e i l i e h u n u o  S o l o 
shared her success story on 
paddy cultivation applying 
the System of rice inten-
sification (SRI) technique 
on how it has help her to 
decrease the labour and 
increase the yield and mo-
tivated her to till her paddy 
field after a gap of six years.

Officers from Agricul-
ture, Sericulture, Animal 
husbandry, Horticulture, 

Fisheries and Soil &Water 
conservation departments 
highlighted on the schemes 
and projects of their re-
spective departments and 
how farmers can avail such 
schemes.

The technical session 
included the farmers-sci-

entist interaction for which 
the resource person was Dr. 
V Akashe Zhimomi, senior 
scientist & head of KVK, 
Kohima.  He briefed the 
farmers on how the govt. is 
going to go about to achieve 
the goal of doubling the 
farmers income. He also 

interacted with the farmers 
and answered their queries.

The same workshop 
was conducted by ATMA 
Bhandari in collaboration 
with Agri & Allied depart-
ments at Bhandari commu-
nity hall on May 2. DPRO 
updated about the event on 

Wednesday. 
Speaking at the pro-

gramme, the additional 
deputy commissioner of 
Bhandari, Tiameren Chang 
urged the farmers to make 
use of the potential resourc-
es, utilize the fertile land 
and supply the whole area 

with organic vegetables by 
2022. He encouraged the 
community to learn more 
and survey the land prop-
erly and use the suitable 
seeds for better production.

 “Take pride of your 
land, nowhere in the state 
of Nagaland is as fertile as 
the land of the Lothas espe-
cially in Bhandari area,” he 
remarked.

ADC also advised the 
people to avail the scheme 
provided by the depart-
ment of Municipal Affairs- 
housing.

Success stories of farm-
ing were shared by farm-
ers. The resource persons 
were Tracey Mozhui, ATM, 
ATMA Bhandari; Tum-
chobeni Kikon, ATM, ATMA 
Bhandari; Chumbeni Ody-
uo SDO (S&WC); and BTT 
convener, ATMA Bhandari, 
Dr Mhathung. 

Also, Zunheboto ATMA 
block conducted workshop 
at deputy commissioner’s 
conference hall in Zunhe-
boto on May 2 under the 
theme ‘Doubling of farmers 
income.’ DPRO updated on 
Wednesday.

Speaking at the event as 
special guest, SDO(C) Ajit 
Kumar Ranjan spoke on the 
importance of having SHG 
for generating more in-
come from farming. He en-
couraged farmers to open 
bank account for saving 
the money generated from 
agricultural products.

Dr. Rajesh from KVK, 
NU Lumami in his pres-
entation said that to dou-
ble the farmers’ income, 
farmers need to shift from 
mono-crop area to multiple 
cropping and by using the 
high yielding varieties. He 
informed the farmers to 
avail the facilities provided 
by KVK which can be ac-
cessed through online or 
by phone. He also stressed 
on the importance of using 
vermin-compost in farming 
for organic food.

Dr. Amenla, AHO spoke 
on cultivation of cardamom 
while Mughato Kiba, exten-
sion agent spoke on sericul-
ture as an alternative source 
of sustaining livelihood.

Later the department 
of Horticulture distributed 
vegetable seeds free of cost. 
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Resource persons and police personnel of Mon district after the sensitisation programme in Mon town on May 2.

Peducha villagers and officials from the veterinary and animal husbandry pose for a group photo 
during the distribution of fodder and materials for piggery shed construction on April 25. The materials 
were distributed to the farmers under RKVY scheme 2017-18.

Section of students attending the one-day mentorship programme on April 28 at Mezhur Higher 
Secondary School, Kohima.

NSCN (IM) condemns raidsZPO condemns April 27 incident NVCO appeals to govt. to 
adopt Street Vendors Act

Kohima Hub mentors future entrepreneurs 

Gorkha students 
visit ‘Cradle Ridge’

Kiphire set to host music extravaganza

Crime against women on rise in Mon
STATE

Empowering farmers

issues and existing gov-
ernment schemes saying 
it would not only create 
awareness but also lead 
to effective protection 
and rehabilitation of the 
victims. 

G ra c y  Ay e,  S RC W 
state coordinator, gave 
an overview of the new 
schemes initiated by the 
ministry of women and 
child development, GoI, 
such as Beti Bachao, Beti 
Padhao (BPPP), Sakhi - 
One Stop Centre (OSC) 
and the Women Helpline 
181. 

Bano Vinito, chairper-
son of NSSWB, has en-
couraged the uniformed 
personnel to be more 
expressive and verbal in 
dealing with matters of 
violence against women 
and children regardless of 
societal obligations. She 
has stressed on the need 
for convergence amongst 
various stakeholders of 
society to effectively im-
plement these schemes. 

T o p h a  K o n y a k , 
DLSA panel lawyer, has 
highlighted on the le-
gal services provided 
by the Nagaland State 
Legal Services Author-
ity. Rethunglo Kikon and 
Lanuienla Imchen from 
Women Helpline 181 
elaborated forms of vio-
lence and legal rights of 
women and children.

Dimapur, May 2 (EMN): 
Nagaland Voluntary Con-
s u m e r s’  O r g a n i s a t i o n 
(NVCO) has insisted upon 
the state government to 
adopt the Street Vendors 
(Protection of Livelihood 
and Regulation of Street 
Vending) Act, 2014. This 
appeal was made during 
the commemoration of 
International Labour Day 
on May 1. 

A NVCO press release 
stated that it has launched 
an awareness campaign 
about Street Vendors Act, 
two years ago with an ap-
peal to the state government 
to implement the same. 
NVCO assured the people 
that it would continue to 

campaign on this Act. 
The organisation has 

insisted on the important 
and necessity for citizens 
to promote and protect 
their  l ivelihood which 
wouold improve state 
economy and promote 
local product especially or-
ganic vegetables and fruits. 

N V C O  p r e s i d e n t , 
Kezhokhoto Savi, was of 
the opinion that the Act 
would motivate the street 
vendors to do their busi-
ness in dignity and provide 
their livelihood. Savi fur-
ther suggested that the lo-
cal vendors should be given 
preference while issuing 
certificates of vending or 
license. 

Dimapur, May 2 (EMN): Dimapur, May 
2 (EMN): The 7 Assam Rifles is set to 
organise a two-day annual music fest 
on May 8 and 9 at the helipad ground 
in Kiphire. A press release from the or-
ganisers on Wednesday informed that 
the music fest is being organised on the 
theme ‘Connecting cultures.’ 

A press release from that organisa-
tion stated that state minister of soil and 
water conservation, V Kashiho Sang-
tam, would attend the annual music 
fest as the special guest. 

According to the press note, the fest 
would include presentation of diverse 
acts featuring ENSF rock beat contest 
winners Crush & Burn. The updates 
informed that 7 Assam Rifles band, 
Kiphire IRB band, and Shield of Faith 

would also perform during the event. 
The extravaganza would feature over 18 
solo artistes. According to the release, 
headliner of the music fest would be Se-
pongla Thonger, Naga Idol finalist 2009 
and winner of Eastern Voice Hunt 2013.  

Crush & Burn front man, Leochum 
said, “Musicians from Kiphire is blessed 
to be part of such a special and unique 
event with a perfect festival ground, 
surrounded by rolling hills with pictur-
esque views in all directions.”  

The update stated that the event is 
being organised to bring people togeth-
er irrespective of caste, creed, tribes, 
and religion. The organiser informed 
that other attractions to the music fest 
would include local cuisines, cultural 
folksongs and stalls.

Dimapur, May 2 (EMN): 
Accusing the Assam Rifles 
of resorting to unabated 
atrocities on innocent Na-
gas, NSCN (IM) has ap-
pealed the Government of 
India to give proper guide-
lines to the former if at all 
the ceasefire is to continue 
and pave ways for conduc-
tive environment in order 
to bring lasting solution to 
the decades old Indo-Naga 
political conflict.

NSCN (IM), in a press 
release issued by its MIP, 
stated that its regional 
secretary of the Lotha re-
gion, Renthungo Odyuo, 
was randomly frisked and 
picked up on April 20 be-
tween Doyapur and Khek-
iho village road.

It added that its leacy 
Kevingol, was kidnapped 
by 3 Assam Rifles on April 
24 at Mohonkhola, Ko-
hima, while he was in town 
for shopping. It stated that 
the allegation against him 
for possessing incriminat-
ing documents and live 
bullets were false. NSCN 
alleged that he was taken 
to the Assam Rifles camp 
blindfolded and inhuman-
ly tortured. 

Later, he was forcibly 
taken to the house of its 
chaplee Kilonser at Viswe-
ma village. On their arrival 
at the chaplee kilonser’s 
farmhouse, the Assam Ri-
fles team was alleged of 
resorting to third degree 
torture upon Kronyi, an 

innocent farm head, who 
was meted out with inhu-
man treatment. 

NSCN has also charged 
the Assam Rifles of raiding 
the residence of its kilonser 
Dr. Kimong Lowang, in his 
absence in the early morn-
ing on April 26 at Purana 
Bazaar ‘B’, Dimapur, and 
picked up an innocent 
member by falsely accus-
ing him of possessing single 
ammunition of 12 bore gun. 

It was also alleged that 
the 34 Assam Rifles team 
raided the residence of its 
leacy of Sepoumaramth 
Region, Loli, at Kalina-
mai village in Senapati 
district on the same day. 
It also alleged that the 34 
Assam Rifles led by its 
commanding officer, Col 
Gaurav Mahindra, raided 
the house of Rasüsanü, 
an innocent civilian, at 
Vakho Karong in Senapati 
district on April 27.

Stating that such un-
warranted actions of the 
Assam Rifles were unac-
ceptable and in contra-
diction to the ceasefire 
ground rules, NSCN (IM) 
has asked the Government 
of India to give proper 
guidelines to the Assam Ri-
fles through the chairman 
of the ceasefire monitoring 
group. The NSCN has fur-
ther demanded to return 
the arms and documents 
seized from the house of its 
chaplee kilonser at Viswe-
ma without delay. 

Dimapur, May 2(EMN):  
An initiative of the World 
Economic Forum, the Ko-
hima Hub of the Global 
Shapers Community, or-
ganised a daylong mentor-
ship programme on April 
28 at the Mezhur Higher 
Secondary School in Ko-
hima. 

The programme was 
especially organised with 
an aim to provide a plat-
form to students from 
classes X, XI and XII to 
interact with young Naga 
professionals from diverse 
fields, who would mentor 
and guide the students in 
exploring different oppor-
tunities that exist in their 
areas of interest. About 
400 students from differ-
ent schools in Kohima 
attended the programme.

Apart from the first 
combined session, stu-
dents were given an option 
to attend a second session 
of their choice. There were 
eight different sessions 
including fashion, teach-
ing and research, govern-
ment, law, medicine and 
engineering, media and 
production, music, and 
social service and entre-
preneurship.

In the combined ses-
sion, Limabenla Jamir, 
founding curator of the 
Kohima hub, spoke on 
the importance of un-
derstanding changing 
contexts as the gap be-
tween what students were 
taught in schools today 
and what they would ac-
tually need in the future is 
ever-increasing. She un-
derscored a four-step ca-
reer-planning tool namely 
having self-awareness, 
occupational awareness, 
well-informed decision-
making, and taking ac-

tion to achieve one’s goals. 
She further encouraged 
the students to inculcate 
perseverance and grit in 
pursuing their dreams. 

The session on fashion 
was mentored by Leno 
Kense Vihienuo, who il-
luminated the students on 
emerging diverse job op-
portunities in the fashion 
industry. Besides being 
a model, she highlighted 
that fashion industry of-
fers other jobs like, design-
ing, photography, styling, 
writing, etc. 

Kilangsungla Pon-
gener and Veralu Vero 
mentored the session on 
teaching and research. 
Sharing from their ex-
periences as teachers, 
they spoke on the far-
reaching impacts that 
a teacher could have in 
the lives of their students 
and the joys and rewards 
that come with it. Stu-
dents were briefed on 
the various educational 
requirements needed for 
different exams and also 
research degrees that 
could be pursued in dif-
ferent universities. 

Kekhrie Mezhur, men-
toring the students inter-
ested in the government 
sector, encouraged them 
to be well informed of the 
contexts that they live in 
and to develop their per-
spectives and opinions by 
engaging in more mean-
ingful conversations. He 
has highlighted the impor-
tance of creating a sense of 
‘service orientation’.

In the same session, 
Abeinuo Jasmine Ashao 
challenged the students 
to set goals in their lives 
by setting the bar high for 
themselves. Speaking from 
her experiences as a young 

Dimapur, May 2 (EMN): Gorkha 
Students’ Union Kohima (GSUK) 
visited the “Cradle Ridge,” which is 
maintained by the Naga Mothers’ 
Association (NMA) on April 29 in 
Kohima. 

A union press release stated that 
its president, Meghraj Lama, had 
delivered brief history of the union. 
Lama mentioned that the union usu-
ally organised community services 
programme during the GSUK day. 
Lama has encouraged the children to 
study hard and to never compromise 
with it. He thanked the caretaker and 
the counsellor of the home for doing 
a commendable job for the children.   

The updates further mentioned 
that the union distributed gifts and 
sports items to the children after the 
programme. GSUK Day is celebrated 
every year on April 29.

Dimapur, May 2 (EMN): Zeliang 
People’s Organisation (ZPO) 
has strongly condemned the 
incident in which some mem-
bers allegedly from Mbaupung-
walui barged into the resident of 
Kengim Kulimbe, its advisor and 
prominent resident of Dobashi 
Colony, Ward No. 1 in Jalukie 
town, with the intention to cause 
physical harm on April 27.

The organisation, in a re-
lease issued by its media cell, 
has termed the incident ‘unfor-
tunate’ that such horrendous 
scheming could be encouraged 
and rowdily perpetrated by one 
village community against a 
peace loving citizen. 

“The present millennial soci-
ety that longs to pompously co-
exist in the most advanced way 
of life cannot digest the lawless-
ness and stark depravation of 

civility of such a community that 
chooses to have humiliated itself 
by committing such riotous act 
of taking law in their own hands 
with vindictiveness to cause 
physical harm and trespass on 
the private property of another 
individual,” the release stated. 
It added that such offence was 
never learnt to have been left 
unpunished by traditional and 
customary practices even in the 
most savage existence of the 
ancestors. 

While condemning the ap-
palling act meted out to its advi-
sor, ZPO stated that the com-
petent authority under Jalukie 
sub-division would be held 
solely responsible if it fails to 
restore law and order and ensure 
befitting punishment upon the 
offenders according to the law 
of the land at the earliest.

Uniformed personnel sensitised on violence against women and children

Invocation

Powerpoint Presentation
Keynote Address

Panel Discussion

Award to Best Performers
Sharing of success stories

KG-2497

Dimapur, May 2 (EMN): 
C r i m e  g r a f t  a g a i n s t 
women and children in 
Mon district has been 
reported ostensibly on 
the rise since 2013, while 
many such cases went 
unreported as a result of 
alternative form of justice 
involving the two parties.

This was disclosed 
during a consultative 
meeting cum sensitisa-
tion programme with 
police personnel held in 
the office of the deputy 
commissioner, Mon, on 
May 2. The programme 
was jointly organised by 
the office of the deputy 
commissioner, state re-
source centre for women 

(SRCW ) and Nagaland 
state social welfare board 
(NSSWB).

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Vrinda Shukla, 
SDPO Mon, while giving 
an overview of the cur-
rent state of crime against 
women and children in 
Mon, reported that four 
adult rape cases, three 
murders, eight sexual 
harassment, two grievous 
hurts, two kidnapping of 
women for marriage, five 
child rapes, one child 
sexual assault, and two 
cases of child kidnap-
ping were since 2013. She 
observed that many cases 
went unreported because 
crimes were hushed up 

and the public resort 
to alternative forms of 
justice – both of which 
are attached to filial and 
communal obligations 
and that sometimes ob-
struct the prevention of 
such violence.

A n o t h e r  e x i s t i n g 
trend was the problem 
of victim identification 
wherein children were 
kept as domestic help in 
the cities. She acknowl-
edges that while many 
were well taken care of, 
many were subjected to 
abuse. 

Alcoholism, drug ad-
diction, adultery and 
abandonment of wives 
were continuously lead-

ing to financial and emo-
tional abuse upon the 
wives and children, she 
stated. 

She has suggested 
regular training to remain 
updated about the laws 
and realities to respond 
to such crime effectively. 
She has also acknowl-
edged on the need for 
better infrastructure and 
resources, especially the 
Forensic Science Labo-
ratory (FSL), being the 
basic requirement, for ac-
tive functioning of police 
services in the state. 

Mon DC, Thavasee-
lan K, has stressed on 
the need for sensitising 
the stakeholders on such 

administrator, she spoke 
about the rising competi-
tion in procuring a govern-
ment job. She gave tips to 
the students about how to 
stay updated with current 
affairs by developing sim-
ple habits such as reading 
newspapers regularly. 

In the session on law, 
Kezhosano Kikhi men-
tored the students on how 
to better understand the 
workings of the law sys-
tem, giving insights on the 
prospects of becoming a 
lawyer. Being in the pro-
fession that gives oppor-
tunity to fight for justice, 
Kikhi shared her experi-
ences in the field of so-
cial, economic and human 
rights justice. She spoke 
on how it takes patience 
to become an established 
lawyer but with passion, 
commitment and deter-
mination.

Dr. Ruyangulie Paphi-
no and Talisunup Jamir 
mentored the session on 
medicine and engineer-
ing. Both mentors shared 

from their personal expe-
riences of being students 
in their fields and the chal-
lenges that they had to 
face. They shared on the 
importance of not being 
bogged down by the men-
tal and emotional stress 
that comes with pursuing 
such degrees. 

Talisunup shared on 
the benefits of utilising 
one’s time judiciously 
and being resilient in the 
face of setbacks, while 
Dr. Ruyangulie stressed 
on the need to remain fo-
cused on one’s aims and 
to keep other interests as 
hobbies.

Mentoring students 
in the media and produc-
tion session, Sanen Kichu 
spoke about the practical 
and technical aspects of 
filming and production, 
while Wungchipem Ra-
man challenged the stu-
dents to push themselves 
to be creative and original. 
Students were also shown 
different tools and gadgets 
that are used in filming 

and production. 
In the session on Mu-

sic, Nungshienla Yaden 
stressed on having knowl-
edge of classical music. 
Citing examples from the 
works of Bach and Mozart, 
she spoke on how classi-
cal music has served as 
fundamentals for music 
and the evolution of vari-
ous genres, influencing 
musicians of all kinds even 
today. Mele Pucho shed 
light on the changing mu-
sic scene in Nagaland and 
also the need for formal 
music education. 

Mentoring students in 
the NGOs and entrepre-
neurship session, Shiroi 
Lily Shaiza, the current 
curator of Kohima Hub, 
and Kevisa Khamo shared 
about how an entrepre-
neur should look at any 
problem and turns it into 
an opportunity. 

The students were en-
couraged to start early 
by nurturing habits that 
would make them into 
successful entrepreneurs 

by waking up early, being 
disciplined, being curi-
ous, being honest, saving 
even a little bit from their 
pocket money, etc. 

The Kohima Hub of 
the Global Shapers Com-
munity hoped to organise 
such programmes in the 
future by creating plat-
forms, where students 
could connect with young 
or experienced profes-
sionals so that a culture 
of mentorship could be 
sustained.
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Guwahati, May 2 (IANS): 
Public protests were held 
in Assam on Wednesday 
over the Centre’s decision 
to involve the private sector 
in the maintenance of pub-
lic amenities at the state’s 
four historical sites, even 
as authorities denied any 
move to hand these over to 
private parties.

The Asom Jatiyatabadi 
Yuva Chatra Parishad held 
a protest demonstration at 
Nagaon in central Assam 
on Wednesday. Its support-
ers also burnt effigies of the 
Assam government and 
shouted slogans against 
the move.

The All Tai Ahom Stu-
dents Union threatened to 
launch a statewide move-
ment against the deci-
sion, whereas the Krishak 
Mukti Sangram Samiti also 
warned against the “pri-
vatisation of the historical 
sites”.

Leader of the Oppo-
sition in the Assembly, 
Debabrata Saikia, also con-
demned the move, terming 
the step part of a ploy by 
the BJP to destroy the As-
samese identity by target-
ing national self-respect, 
national consciousness 
and national pride.

Un d e r  t h e  ‘Ad o p t 
a Heritage’ scheme, the 
Kaziranga National Park, 
Rang Ghar, Kareng Ghar 
and Shiva Doul will be 
handed over to private 
parties for maintenance 
and improvement in basic 
amenities for tourists.

Assam Tourism De-
velopment Corporation 
Chairman Jayanta Malla 
Baruah on Wednesday 
told a hurriedly convened 
press conference here that 
there is no move to hand 
over historical monu-
ments in the state to pri-
vate parties.

“There is no plan to 
hand over historical monu-
ments to private parties. 
Private parties will en-
gaged only to maintain 
basic amenities and other 
facilities like lighting etc in 
peripheral areas of monu-
ments and they cannot 
touch their core areas,” 
Baruah said.

“The historical monu-
ments are the property of 
Archaeological Survey of 
India (ASI). If there is any 
maintenance issue, the 
ASI will take a decision,” he 
said and added that the pri-
vate sector will spend their 
Corporate Social Respon-
sibility money for mainte-
nance work.

The official maintained 
that the scheme was aimed 
at involving public and 
private companies and 
corporate individuals to 
take up responsibility to 
make heritage tourism 

more sustainable through 
development, operation 
and maintenance of world-
class infrastructure and 
amenities at ASI and state-
owned heritage and other 
tourist sites in India.

“They will become 
‘ Mo n u m e n t  M i t r a s’ 
through an innovative con-
cept of “Vision Bidding”, 
wherein the agency with 
best vision for heritage site 
will be given an oppor-
tunity to associate it with 
their CSR activities.”

“They will also get 
limited visibility on the 
premises and ‘Incredible 
India’ website. The aim is 
to enhance tourists’ expe-
rience and promotion of 
incredible heritage sites on 
the tourism map,” he said.

Basic amenities in-
clude cleanliness, public 
conveniences, drinking 
water, ease of access for 
differently abled and sen-

ior citizens, standardised 
signage, illumination as 
well as advanced ameni-
ties like surveillance sys-
tem, night-viewing facili-
ties, tourism facilitation 
centre etc.

The World Heritage Site 
of Kaziranga National Park 
is home to two third of the 
world’s great one-horned 
rhinoceroses. 

The Rang Ghar is a two-
storey building that served 
as a sports pavilion for the 
erstwhile Ahom kings and 
nobles who witnessed 
spectator sports like buf-
falo fights. It is situated at 
Rangpur, 3 km from Sivasa-
gar town.

Kareng Ghar is 15 km 
from Sivasagar in Up-
per Assam and one of 
the grandest examples of 
Ahom architecture. The 
Negheriting Shiva Doul is 
an ancient Shiva temple in 
Dergaon Assam. 

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, May 2 (EMN): Heavy storm 
at Bokajan area in Assam de-
stroyed dozens of houses while 
the highway along the NH39 were 
blocked after the storm destroyed 
series of trees.

The storm that occurred on 
May 2 lasted for more than 3 hours. 

Bor mathi ,  Hor imanthi , 
Khotkhoti under Bokajan were 
badly affected by the cyclonic 
rain. 

Eastern Mirror correspond-
ent during a telephonic conver-
sation with a local MLA Boka-
jan Dr. Numal Momin, it was 
informed that the storm lashed 
out in the area around 3 pm 
where many nearby villages were 
badly affected and caused havoc 
among the travellers of NH 39. 

Momin said that the ARO’s in 
Bokajan are surveying the storm 
effected area. 

Exact figure of affected families 
could not be ascertained as the 
survey was still in process till the 
filing of this report. 

No one was injured in the 
storm informed sources.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, May 2 (EMN): Heavy storm 
at Bokajan area in Assam de-
stroyed dozens of houses while 
the highway along the NH39 were 
blocked after the storm destroyed 
series of trees.

The storm that occurred on 
May 2 lasted for more than 3 hours. 

Bor mathi ,  Hor imanthi , 
Khotkhoti under Bokajan were 
badly affected by the cyclonic 
rain. 

Eastern Mirror correspond-
ent during a telephonic conver-
sation with a local MLA Boka-
jan Dr. Numal Momin, it was 
informed that the storm lashed 
out in the area around 3 pm 
where many nearby villages were 
badly affected and caused havoc 
among the travellers of NH 39. 

Momin said that the ARO’s in 
Bokajan are surveying the storm 
effected area. 

Exact figure of affected families 
could not be ascertained as the 
survey was still in process till the 
filing of this report. 

No one was injured in the 
storm informed sources.

Guwahati, May 2 (IANS): 
Residents of Assam’s Goal-
para town on Wednesday 
found black flags inscribe 
with the words “IS NE” on 
a tree on the Brahmaputra 
river resulting in fear and 
panic that it was of the 
Islamic State terror group.

“I come to this area 
regularly for walks. I spot-

ted three black flags flown 
atop a tree with ‘IS NE’ 
inscribed on it. I called up 
the police immediately,” 
said a resident.

The police however, 
said the flags do not re-
semble those of the terror 
group. 

“The flags do not re-
semble those of the IS. 

What we seized are black 
flags. The words were hand 
painted. There are also 
some Urdu or Arabic words 
inscribed on it,” Goalpara 
Superintendent of Police 
Amitabh Sinha told IANS.

“It is a miscreant activ-
ity and we have started our 
investigation to catch the 
culprits,” he added.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, May 2 (EMN): A 
temporary assignment 
for the office of the Ma-
nipur  governor has been 
instated. Professor Jagdish 
Mukhi was sworn in as 
the governor of Manipur 
at the Darbar Hall of Raj 
Bhavan in Imphal on May 
2 Wednesday.  

Jagdish Mukhi will take 

charge of the Manipur 
governor in the absence 
of Dr. Najma Heptulla, 
who is on leave for four 
weeks. Raj Bhavan Imphal 
sources said that Dr. Hep-
tulla will be visiting Unit-
ed States to attend her 
grandson’s graduation. 
Acting Chief Justice of 
the Manipur High Court 
Justice N Kotiswar Singh 

administered the oath of 
office and secrecy to the 
new governor. After the 
swearing-in- ceremony, 
the governor inspected 
a guard of honour com-
manded by Ningshem 
Vashum commandant of 
5th IRB.

Mukhi was a veteran 
leader of BJP and a former 
MLA from Janak Puri as-

sembly constituency in 
Delhi. He was also sworn 
in as governor of Assam 
on October 10 2017. In 
his previous assignment, 
Mukhi served as the lieu-
tenant governor of Anda-
man and Nicobar Islands. 
He succeeded Banwarilal 
Purohit who has been ap-
pointed as the Governor 
of Tamil Nadu.

Vivian Longki Rongpi
Diphu, May 2 (EMN): The 
growth of interest towards 
the love for traditional at-
tires in the Northeast re-
gion are seen on the rise. 

The demand for vi-
brant colourful traditional 
attires of various tribes of 
the region has increased 
but with very few who are 
capable of presenting hand 
woven goods. 

Basapi Tokbipi, a lo-
cal entrepreneur of Karbi 
Anglong shares a success-
ful story of how her small 
business on weaving grew 
over the years.

Basapi Tokbipi who 
is quite popular among 

the women folks in Karbi 
Anglong is a resident of 
Rongcheklam in Diphu 
who deals with all kinds 
of male and female Karbi 
traditional attires. 

Basapi Tokbipi while 
interacting with the East-
ern Mirror correspondent 
narrated how her small 
business grew over the 
years. 

The local entrepreneur 
said that she first started 
weaving in the year 2001 
where her finished prod-
ucts were sold from house 
to house and village to vil-
lage. She said initially the 
traditional clothes were 
bought on wholesale from 

other weavers.
She informed that, all 

her family members in-
cluding her husband and 
four children are engaged 
with the weaving business. 
She said, ‘we were able to 
give education to our chil-
dren by selling our prod-
ucts.’

Presently her weaving 
enterprise has 11 weav-
ers who works together 
at her residence and to-
gether manually make 
various traditional attires 
for women including 
Peni, Pekok, Vomkok and 
for men it includes Choi 
hongthor, Seleng. And as 
part of business extension 

the weavers also make 
decorated necklaces and 
earrings. 

Not only has the enter-
prise succeeded in meet-
ing the demands of the 
local buyers but they have 
also  trained many Karbi 
women how to weave. She 
say many of the women 
who have been trained and 
educated on traditional 
weaving are now self em-
ployed.

While asking about 
their income, Tokbipi said 
that their annual income 
ranges from INR 5 lakh to 
INR 6 lakh. She also proud-
ly said that the shop-own-
ers from the market who 
they used to visit asking for 
bulk orders have now been 
reversed. She said, ‘they 
now come t our house and 
give orders.’

The local entrepreneur 
lamented that till now on 
support have been given 
by the Karbi Anglong Au-
tonomous Council (KAAC) 
authority. 

One of the weaver who 
is working at Tokbipi’s 
place said that she has 
been working for more 
than two years and have 
had the privilege to learn 
how to weave Karbi tradi-
tional dresses. 

Dimapur, May 2 (EMN): The 
Northeast Frontier Railway (NF) 
has announced that Station Ticket 
Booking Agents (STBA) has been 
provided to 69 non suburban 
group (NSG)—6 category sta-
tions of NF Railway. An update 
from the NF Railway informed on 
Wednesday.

According to the update, the 
NSG—6 category stations are 
those station with an annual tick-
et sale of up to INR 1 crore. The NF 
Railway presently has 328 stations 
with an income of less than INR 1 
crore where there are no separate 
staffs to sell unreserved tickets to 
the public except the on-duty sta-
tion masters.

Indian Railway came out with 
the innovative idea to engage 
STBA at such NSG—6 category 

stations in the year 2015. Engage-
ment of such agents helps the 
concerned station masters to 
devote more time for train opera-
tion.

The STBA operators are al-
lowed to sell all types of non-
concessional unreserved tickets 
through unreserved ticketing sys-
tem, including platform tickets, 
season tickets, renewal of season 
tickets, and issuing of senior citi-
zen concession tickets, the update 
stated.

At present, about 5.64 % of 
passengers travelling over NF 
Railway purchase their rail tick-
ets from Station Ticket Booking 
Agents (STBA). Railways expect 
a surge in such ticket selling with 
opening of more STBAs in remote 
stations, the update added.

Imphal, May 2 (IANS): Four members of 
Myanmar’s Rohingya Muslim minority were 
arrested in Manipur’s Moreh town, police 
said on Wednesday.

Tengnoupal district Superintendent of 
Police (SP) S. Ibomcha on Tuesday night 
launched a combing operation in the bor-
der town after receiving a directive from 
the union Home Ministry to ensure that the 
Rohingyas, who face persecution in their 
homeland, do not enter Manipur.

Ibomcha said that the three men and a 
woman were staying at a hotel. 

“They did not possess identity cards or 
any other important documents. They will 
be interrogated on how they entered the 
town and who their traffickers were,” the 
SP said. The police had arrested a human 
trafficker along with three Rohingya girls 
in Jiribam district bordering Assam also 
in April.  They had entered Manipur from 
Bangladesh via Assam.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, May 2 (EMN): Various 
Zeliangrong organisations have 
demanded immediate ‘review’ of 
the decision of the “Tatar Hoho” 
of the NSCN-IM during a meeting 
held on March 23 giving recogni-
tion to a number of tribes as ‘sepa-
rate’ namely the Zeme, Liangmai, 
and Rongmei.

An ultimatum in this regard 
was served setting April 30,2018 

as the deadline, leaders of the 
Zeliangrong bodies told reporters 
in Imphal on  May 2 Wednesday. 

The leaders of the Zeliangrong 
bodies include the Zeliangrong 
Baudi (ZB; Assam, Manipur and 
Nagaland), Zeliangrong Youth 
Front (ZYF), and the All Zelian-
grong Students’ Union (AZSU). 

The president of the ZB, 
Athuan Abonmei, said to up-
hold the stand of Raitu Chawang, 

former president of the ZB during 
the August 25 consultative meet-
ing that ‘there will be problems 
if Zeliangrong interests are not 
addressed while solving the Naga 
political issues.’ 

The president of the ZYF, Titus 
Kamei, also said that the Zelian-
grong people ‘will remain as it is.’ 
President Nchaheing Kompong 
of the AZSU and other leaders 
and representatives of the Ze-

liangrong bodies also spoke of 
similar sentiments during the 
press briefing.

‘It is unfortunate that such a 
major issue involving the Naga 
national constituents especially 
the Zeliangrong people had been 
taken hastily and arbitrarily at a 
timer Naga soul finds heart throb-
bing aspiration for the Indo-Naga 
political solution,’ the joint state-
ment added. 

Mirror Crossword 1807sud0ku 1647
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1806

ACROSS
1. Inside surfaces of hands
6. Exclamation of regret
10. Central African ethnic group
14. Concept of perfection
15. Synchronize (abbrev.)
16. Mild yellow Dutch cheese
17. Cassia
18. Phnom ____, Cambodia
19. Country in Central America, Costa 

____
20. 2 groups of Caribbean islands
22. Embankments
24. Metal money
25. Fabrics similar to velvet
26. Revenue
29. Bites or pinches
30. Open to question
31. In a seizing manner
37. Small areas of ground
39. Payment (abbrev.)
40. Strange
41. Health resort
44. Native of Finland
45. ____eseed (tastes like licorice)
46. Mini-blackboards
48. Scratching or tearing
52. Shakespearean king
53. End one’s career
54. Marked by tears
58. Attention (abbrev.)
59. Christmas
61. Light, sheer fabric
62. Long, matted fiber
63. Where the sun rises
64. Cars
65. Not his
66. Tiny round marks
67. Model rocket company
 
DOWN
1. Leaning Tower
2. City in Yemen

3. Period of penitence
4. Italian pasta dish
5. Ski race
6. Colorado ski resort
7. Corrosive alkalines
8. Annual (abbrev.)
9. Yiddish for “Move slowly”
10. Mechanism-correcting 

device
11. Farewell
12. NASCAR or F1 driver 

13. Gather
21. Place
23. American anthropologist 

_____ Clews Parsons
25. Taste for the fine arts
26. Mischievous elves
27. City near Naples Italy
28. Raccoon (slang)
29. _____matics = study of 

coins and paper money
32. Small shoot or twig
33. Wicked
34. Indominable spirit (slang)
35. Note or verse
36. Cravings
38. Step 42. Attached or 

appended

43. Millisecond
47. Young of insects
48. Collide
49. River of forgetfulness (Greek 

mythology)
50. Fragrant floral oil
51. Found on birds
52. Persists
54. Final
55. Baseball catchers use this
56. Used in lotions
57. Not more
60. Chinese revolutionary

solutions to suD0ku 1646

Protests in Assam, state denies 
move to ‘privatise’ heritage sites

Storm destroys dozens of houses 
in Bokajan; roads blocked 
Storm destroys dozens of houses 
in Bokajan; roads blocked 

Black flags inscribed with ‘IS NE’ seized in Assam

Mukhi sworn in as acting Manipur governorHow a weaver in KA is weaving success

NFR reaches out to remote 
areas through STBA

Four Rohingya 
arrested in Manipur

Zeliangrong orgs. demand immediate review on tribe recognition 



GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/90/2018-I           Dated Kohima, the 13th April, 2018

OBJECTION NOTICE
Whereas Smti. RAVOLENUO Wife of LATE. DUOSIELIE CHUPUO, 

GDSMC, Post India resident of Zhadima Village has applied for issue 
of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part 
X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late husband- Central 
Government Group Insurance Scheme. Who expired on 17-06-2015.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if 
any within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland KG-2499

AFFIDAVITRegd. No.696/2018 Date: 30.04.2018

I, V. Phutoli Achumi, D/o. Vitoi, R/o. H/No.258. Kushia Bill Village, Dimapur. 
Nagaland, do hereby solemnly affirm and declare as under:-
1. That I am a bonafide citizen of India and a resident of the above mentioned 

address. 
2. That in my Anganwadi ICDS Helper record book, my name and DOB has 

been erroneously entered/recorded as Phutoli Arkha, DOB - 19/07/1990, 
whereas in my PAN Card No.CAHPA2328G, and Aadhaar Card No.5103 
5632 0352, my name amd my DOB has been recorded as V. Phutoli 
Achumi, DOB-09/08/1995, which is correct.

3. That ‘Arkha’ and ‘Achumi’ are both my Surname, ‘V’ stands for ‘Vitoi’ which 
is my father’s initial name.

4. That the name Phutoli Arkha, DOB-19/07/1990, and V. Phutoli Achumi, 
DOB-09/08/1995, refer to one and same person, i.e. me and my names.

5. That henceforth I shall address/use my name as V. Phutoli Achumi, 
DOB-09/08/1995, in my Anganwadi ICDS Helper Record book, and for 
all official purposes.

DEPONENT

Magistrate/Notary Public
Dimapur: Nagaland

VERIFICATION
I, hereby verify that the content made in paras 1 to 5 are true and correct to the best of 
my knowledge and beliefs and nothing material is concealed therein.

Solemnly sworn before me.

D-5352 

AFFIDAVITRegistration No. 678   Dated: 02.05.2018

I, MISS RAJIA SULTANA D/o. MUHIBUR RAHMAN Permanent Resident of Bhanga 
Bazar Village in the District of Karimging. State: - Assam and presently residing at 
Bahok Ward Longleng do hereby solemnly affirm on oath and declare as follows:- 
1. That, I am a Citizen of India by birth and resident of the above mentioned Address. 
2. That, in all my Documents my father’s name has been recorded and reflected 

as MUHIBUR RAHMAN WHEREAS due to ignorance and clerical mistake my 
father's name has been entered and recorded as MOHIM UDDIN in my HSLC 
Admit Card.

3. That, this Affidavit is made to declare that the name MUHIBUR RAHMAN and 
MOHIM UDDIN refers to same and one person only that is my father “MUHIBUR 
RAHMAN”.

4. That, this affidavit is made to declare that when the name MUHIBUR RAHMAN 
and MOHIM UDDIN appears it should be read corrected and understood as 
“MUHIBUR RAHMAN”. 

5. That, the statements made in paragraph 1 to 4 are true and correct to the best of 
my knowledge and belief and nothing immaterial has been made or concealed 
therein, And I sign this Affidavit on this the 02nd day of May, 2018 at Longleng, 
Nagaland 

DEPONENT

CHIEF JUDICIAL MAGISTRATE
LONGLEN: NAGALAND

Solemnly Sworn in and declare before me by the above named Deponent on this 
the 02nd day of May, 2018 at Longleng, Nagaland 

D-5354

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 30th April’18

NOTICE
No.M-118/18/934-35  Notice is hereby given that 
Shri/Smti Tinujungshi -Vrs- Caleb Kent resident of Dimapur 
Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 
50 & 51 Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied 
for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any 
& should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 
30/05/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Tinujungshi
Village/Block No: Padumpukhuri, Patta No: 366
Dag No: 637, Area: 00-01-13 Sd/- 

Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-5348

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 30th April’18

NOTICE
No.M-119/18/932-33  Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti Mojen Bora -Vrs- Vikugha Chophy resident of Dimapur 
Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 
50 & 51 Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for 
Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any 
& should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 
30/05/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Mojen Bora
Village/Block No: Puranabazar, Patta No: 14
Dag No: 242, Area: 00-01-00 Sd/- 

Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-5349

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 2nd May’18

NOTICE
No.M-130/18/1008  Notice is hereby given that 
Shri/Smti Shongbi Newmai -Vrs- Khriesavilie Sogotsu resident 
of Golaghat Road Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, 
Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 Assam Land Revenue Regulation 
1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in the 
schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 02/06/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Shongbi Newmai
Village/Block No: Nagarjan, Patta No: 891
Dag No: 1008/1210, Area: 00B-01K-18 Ls Sd/- 

Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-5352

AFFIDAVITRegistration No.647/18 Date: 2.5.18

Sworn before me on this 2nd day of May, 2018. 
R.S Paswan

NOTARY PUBLIC

 I, MR. MANKANG KONYAK alias M. MANKANG KONYAK (D.O.B. - 20-02-1969), son of LT. 
MANPHO KONYAK permanent resident of WAMTI VILLAGE, MON DIST., and present address 
is near Mission Centre, Jahjon Ward , MON DIST. NAGALAND -do hereby solemnly affirm 
and state on oath as follows:-
1. That, I am a Citizen of India and resident of above stated place. 
2. That my name is MANKANG KONYAK which has correctly been entered in my 

AADHAAR Card and Birth Certificate and I am also known as M. MANKANG KONYAK 
and that M stands for MANPHO which is my father's name. 

3. That MANKANG KONYAK and M. MANKANG KONYAK refers to my name and of one 
and same person only i.e. mine only.

4. That henceforth I shall be known as MANKANG KONYAK for all purposes and intents. 
5. That the statements made above are true to the best of my knowledge and belief and 

nothing is false. 

BEFORE THE JUDICIAL MAGISTRATE / NOTARY PUBLIC, 
DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

DEPONENT

D-5351

INFORMATION
The Government of Nagaland vide Notification dated Kohima, the 24th 

April , 2018 constituted an Enquiry Committee to inquiry into the anomaly 
with regards to condemnation of 11(eleven) JNNURM Buses under UMTA 
& KMC, Kohima without prior approval of the Government.

The Enquiry Committee intends to hold inquiry on 8th May, 2018 at 
11:00 AM onwards in the Office chamber of Additional Secretary, Justice 
& Law Department, Nagaland Civil Secretariat, Nagaland Kohima.

Therefore, all the conamed Officials as listed from UMTA & KMC, 
Kohima, Finance Department and Transport Department are hereby 
informed to attend in person for both oral statement and written statement 
conveniently without fail.

(Shri. Neisato Hesuh) 
Member Secretary 
Enquiry Committee

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE & LAW

NAGALAND : KOHIMA

KG-2498

D-5350

Fifteenth Finance Commission
PUBLIC NOTICE

1. The Fifteenth Finance Commission invites suggestions on issues related to the terms of reference from the members of the 
general public, institutions and organizations. 

2. The Fifteenth Finance Commission has been constituted by the President in pursuance of the provisions of the Constitution of 
India under the Chairmanship of Sh. N. K. Singh, vide a gazette notification dated 27th November, 2017. The other members 
of the Commission are Shri. Shaktikanta Das; Dr. Anoop Singh; Dr. Ashok Lahiri and Dr. Ramesh Chand. The Commission shall 
make recommendations covering a period of five years commencing on the 1st April 2020 as to the following matters:- 

(i) The distribution between the Union and the States of the net proceeds of taxes which are to be, or may be, divided between 
them under Chapter 1, Part XII of the Constitution and the allocation between the States of the respective shares of such 
proceeds; 

(ii) The principles which should govern the grants-in-aid of the revenues of the States out of the Consolidated Fund of India 
and the sums to be paid to the States by way of grants-in-aid of their revenues under Article 275 of the Constitution for 
purposes other than those specified in the provisos to clause (1) of that article; and 

(iiii) The measures needed to augment the Consolidated Fund of a State to supplement the resources of the Panchayats and 
Municipalities in the State on the basis of the recommendations made by the Finance Commission of the State. 

3. The Commission shall review the current status of the finance, deficit, debt levels, cash balances and fiscal discipline 
efforts of the Union and the States, and recommend a fiscal consolidation roadmap for sound fiscal management, taking 
into account the responsibility of the Central Government and State Governments to adhere to appropriate levels of general 
and consolidated government debt and deficit levels, while fostering higher inclusive growth in the country, guided by the 
principles of equity, efficiency and transparency. The Commission may also examine whether revenue deficit grants be 
provided at all. 

4.  While making its recommendations, the Commission shall have regard, among other considerations, to: 
(i)  The resources of the Central Government and the State Governments for the five years commencing on 1st April 2020 on the 

basis of the levels of tax and the non-tax revenues likely to be reached by 2024-25. In the context of both tax and non-tax 
revenues, the Commission will also take into consideration their potential and fiscal capacity; 

(ii)  The demand on the resources of the Central Government particularly on account of defence, internal security, infrastructure, 
railways, climate change, commitments towards administration of UTs without legislature, and other committed 
expenditure and liabilities;

(iii) The demand on the resources of the State Governments, particularly on account of financing socioeconomic development 
and critical infrastructure, assets maintenance expenditure, balanced regional development and impact of the debt and 
liabilities of their public utilities;

(iv)  The impact on the fiscal situation of the Union Government of substantially enhanced tax devolution to States following 
recommendations of the 14th Finance Commission, coupled with the continuing imperative of the national development 
programme including  New India - 2022;

(v)  The impact of the GST, including payment of compensation for possible loss of revenues for 5 years, and abolition of a 
number of cesses, earmarking thereof for compensation and other structural reforms programme, on the finances of Centre 
and States; and 

(vi) The conditions that GoI may impose on the States while providing consent under Article 293(3) of the Constitution. 
5. The Commission may consider proposing measurable performance-based incentives for States, at the appropriate level of 

government, in following areas: 
(i)  Efforts made by the States in expansion and deepening of tax net under GST; 
(ii) Efforts and Progress made in moving towards replacement rate of population growth; 
(iii) Achievements in implementation of flagship schemes of Government of India, disaster resilient infrastructure, sustainable 

development goals, and quality of expenditure; 
(iv) Progress made in increasing capital expenditure, eliminating losses of power sector, and improving the quality of such 

expenditure in generating future income streams; 
(v)  Progress made in increasing tax/non-tax revenues, promoting savings by adoption of Direct Benefit Transfers and 

Public Finance Management System, promoting digital economy and removing layers between the government and the 
beneficiaries;

(vi) Progress made in promoting ease of doing business by effecting related policy and regulatory changes and promoting 
labour intensive growth;

(vii) Provision of grants in aid to local bodies for basic services, including quality human resources, and implementation of 
performance grant system in improving delivery of services;

(viii) Control or lack of it in incurring expenditure on populist measures: and
(ix) Progress made in sanitation, solid waste management and bringing in behavioral change to end open defecation.

6. The Commission shall use the population data of 2011 while making its 
recommendations.
7. The Commission may review the present arrangements on financing 
Disaster Management initiatives, with reference to the funds constituted under the Disaster Management Act, 2005 (53 of 

2005), and make appropriate recommendations thereon.
8. The Commission shall indicate the basis on which it has arrived at its findings 
and make available the State wise estimates of receipts and expenditure.
9. The Notice as well as relevant material on the previous Finance Commission is 
available on the website of the Finance Commission http://fincomindia.nic.in.
10, The Finance Commission would encourage suggestions/views from all interested organisations and individuals which may 

be sent by 30th April, 2018 in any of the following manner:
i. By post, addressed to the Secretary, Fifteenth Finance Commission,
    9th Floor, Jawahar Vyapar Bhawan, Tolstoy Marg, New Delhi-110001.
ii. Through e-mail to: secy-xvfc@gov.in.
iii. Through website http://fincomindia.nic.in by clicking on hyperlink 'call for suggestions'

Issued by DIPRKG-2496
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Eastern Mirror  |  Dimapur, Thursday, May 3, 2018

Over 23,000 bank frauds worth INR 1 
lakh crore reported in 5 years — RBI

Airtel launches 
carrier digital 
platform for wholesale 
voice business

Gold extends loss; 
silver slumps  
below INR 39k

Forum squints hard at govt. 
‘hoodwinking constitution’

New Delhi, May 2 (IANS): Tel-
ecom major Bharti Airtel on 
Wednesday announced the 
launch of its carrier digital 
platform to enable global car-
riers to do wholesale voice 
business with it “at the click 
of a button”. “The digital plat-
form (www.airtel.in/global-
voice) will offer paperless sign-
up, quick voice interconnects 
and real-time traffic analytics 
for global carriers across the 
world,” Bharti Airtel said in a 
statement.

It said along with allowing 
customers to buy voice ter-
mination services from Airtel, 
the platform would enable the 
customers to propose sell rates 
for their target markets.

“With on-boarding time 
reduced to few hours, the plat-
form also offers ‘live’ rates for 
routes across the world ena-
bling faster decision making 
for traffic exchange.

“Airtel will soon also pro-
vision a single window on the 
digital platform for product 
discovery, on-boarding, bill-
ing, payment, enquiry, and 
support across multiple B2B 
(business-to-business) prod-
ucts,” the statement said.

Mumbai, May 2 (PTI): 
Gold prices fell further by 
Rs 265 to Rs 30,915 per 10 
grams at the bullion mar-
ket here today on weak 
demand from investors.

Silver too remained 
under selling pressure 
and slipped below the Rs 
39,000-mark by losing an-
other Rs 310 to Rs 38,960 
per kg due to poor offtake 
by industrial units and 
coin makers. Standard 
gold (99.5 per cent purity) 
fell by Rs 265 to end at Rs 
30,915 per 10 grams from 
last Friday’s close of Rs 
31,180. Pure gold (99.9 per 
cent purity) also slipped 
by a similar margin to 
settle at Rs 31,065 per 10 
grams against Rs 31,330.

Silver (.999 fineness) 
dipped by Rs 310 per kg to 
Rs 38,960 compared to Rs 
39,270 previously.

New Delhi, May 2 
(PTI):Over 23,000 cas-
es of fraud involving 
a whopping Rs 1 lakh 
crore have been report-
ed in the past five years 
in various banks, ac-
cording to the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI).

A total of 5,152 cases 
of fraud, up from over 
5,000 cases in 2016-17, 
were reported in banks 
from April, 2017, to 
March 1, 2018, it said 
in reply to an RTI query 
filed by this correspond-
ent. The highest ever 
amount of Rs 28,459 
crore is said to have been 
involved in these cases 
of fraud reported from 
April, 2017, to March 1, 
2018, the central bank 
said.

In 2016-17, banks 
had reported 5,076 cas-
es of fraud involving Rs 
23,933 crore.

From 2013 to March 
1, 2018, as many as 
23,866 cases of fraud, 
of Rs 1 lakh or above in 
each case, were report-
ed. A total of Rs 1,00,718 
crore was involved in all 
the cases put together, 
according to the RTI re-

ply.
Giving the break-

up, the RBI said 4,693 
such cases (involving 
Rs 18,698 crore) and 
4,639 cases (involving 
Rs 19,455 crore) were 
reported in 2015-16 and 
2014-15 respectively.

In 2013-14, banks 
reported 4,306 cases 
of fraud, involving Rs 
10,170 crore, the central 
bank said.

“The reported fraud 
cases are processed and 
action is taken accord-
ing to the facts and cir-
cumstances of individ-
ual cases,” the RBI said.

The data assumes 
significance as central 
investigating agencies 
such as the CBI and the 
ED are looking into vari-
ous big-ticket fraud cas-
es in banks involving in-
dustrialists and others.

Among the promi-
nent ones is the over Rs 
13,000-crore fraud in the 
Punjab National Bank 
(PNB) allegedly com-
mitted by diamantaire 
Nirav Modi and his un-
cle Mehul Choksi, the 
promoter of Gitanjali 
Gems.

Dimapur, May 2 (EMN): A local ac-
tivist group, the Nagaland Public 
Rights Awareness and Action Forum 
(NPRAAF), has opposed the Nagaland 
government’s appointment of party 
functionaries to positions that have the   
status of ‘cabinet’ and state ministers. 

The group issued  a press release 
on Wednesday stating its displeasure 
and finding it ‘laughable’ that when 
the elected legislators themselves were 
without the status or rank of a min-
ister several party workers had to be 
appointed in the ‘rank of cabinet’ and 
state ministers.  

‘The NPRAAF is averse to the ap-
pointment of several party workers in 
the rank and status of a cabinet and 
state ministers,’ the group stated.

“The state govt. is in deep financial 
lurch and as such the appointments 
would further burden the state excheq-
uer. The action of the govt. amounts 
to hoodwinking the constitutional 
mandate contained in Article 164(1A) 
which was adopted with the view for 
minimum Government and Maximum 
Governance.”

 The forum said to have taken a de-
cision during a meeting on Wed. May 
2 that if the state government does not 
suspend or revoke the appointment or-
ders immediately, the NPRAAF would 
take the matter to “any level to protect 
the constitution and the people.”

“The govt. may take note that tak-
ing the matter lightly could affect the 
appointment of advisors who were 
also appointed against the spirit of 91st 
amendment reportedly in consultation 
with constitutional experts,” it added. 

 According to the group the 91st 

Amendment Act of 2003, which was 
passed on Jan. 1 2004, was passed by 
the parliament to ‘minimize the ex-
penditure on office of profit and the 
amendment was a major austerity 
measure’ which was diluted by random 
‘backdoor appointments of ministers.’ 

On Wed. July 26 2017 the Supreme 
Court ruled that Article 194 does not 
authorize the state legislative to cre-
ate office of profit even by legislation. 
‘However, in this context office of profit 
was created even without legislation. 

The court declared this while giving 
a ruling to Assam Parliamentary sec-
retaries (appointment, salaries, allow-
ances and miscellaneous provision) 
Act of 2004 as unconstitutional,’ the 
forum stated. 

The NPRAAF has appealed to the 
government to be “objective in its gov-
ernance and get down to business” 
for the people. ‘The mere slogan of 
“Change is Coming” or taking down 
beacons from vehicles or removing 
name plates from cars will not benefit 
the people at all,’ the group.

‘It is equally important that the 
govt. do away with unnecessary deco-
ration with rank and status of a person 
to give them false pride and encourage 
class division among Nagas  besides 
burdening the State Exchequer,’ the fo-
rum added. 

The forum remarked that when the 
elected legislators were ‘bereft of the 
status and rank of a minister it is laugh-
able that several party workers includ-
ing two Non-Nagas are appointed in 
the rank of cabinet and state ministers 
which is an insult to the constitution 
and the Nagas.’
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Catch Them

W
hat can anyone say? Financial scams are 
taking place in India with unfailing regu-
larity. A lot has already been said about 
the latest banking scam which came to 

light in the third week of January. But what is not be-
ing mentioned is when the offenders will be brought 
to book? From the government side it is being said 
that law will take its own course. Investigating agen-
cies are enquiring in to the matter. On the other hand, 
the opposition are demanding a statement from the 
Prime Minister. But will a statement from the Prime 
Minister be enough to restore the citizen’s faith in our 
banking system? Will it be enough to bring back Rs. 11, 
500 crores to the country? Will a statement from the 
Prime Minister be able to make our banking system 
scam-proof?

Clearly, both sides are more interested in making 
public postures, rather than bringing the culprits to 
book and making our banking system scam-proof as 
soon as possible. From the turn of events, it has al-
ready been proven that the scam went unnoticed for 
so many years because of sheer negligence on the part 
of higher officials and also due to the connivance by 
bank officials. It is quite inexplicable how the entire 
government machinery failed to sniff the scam. The 
very fact that the government has failed to prevent the 
scam and in the process allowed the masterminds to 
escape from the country, has instead shown a different 
picture of the Modi government’s governance. A poor 
lady had to die as she was denied food grains from the 
public distribution system as she didn’t have Aadhaar 
or the unique identification card made compulsory by 
the government. On the other hand, under the watch-
ful eye of the same government financial offenders 
like Vijay Malliya, Nirav Modi, Mehul Chowksi, Lalit 
Modi and couple of others had slipped away from the 
country. No one knows when will we be able to bring 
them back to the country or when can we be able to 
recover the money which they took as loans from vari-
ous banks be recovered?

If the government has failed to protect the wealth, 
the opposition too on its part has also failed to perform 
its duties. A scam can take place anytime, anywhere 
and under any regime. A scam should not be used as a 
tool to score over political opponents. No one should 
see scams as an opportunity to grab power. Scams 
tarnish the image of the nation. As proud Indians, we 
all have the responsibilities to work hard so that the 
reputation of the country remains intact. So instead of 
making efforts to corner each other, the warring par-
ties should sit together and formulate stringent laws 
to prevent scams. Here, they should keep one thing 
in mind. A stringent law becomes a toothless tiger if 
the culprits are not punished but our country’s track 
record is very poor in that. So, besides formulating 
stricter law, efforts should be made to nab the culprite 
and exemplary punishment should be given. Other-
wise, India will always remain vulnerable to scams 
which will earn a bad name for the country.

Ambrose. J. Chakre

God gives us the right perspective.

My hometown had experienced its heaviest winter 
in thirty years. My muscles ached from hours of 
shoveling the unrelenting snow. When I stepped 

inside after what felt like a fruitless effort, weary as I 
kicked off my boots, I was greeted by the warmth of a 
fire and my children gathered around it. As I gazed out 
the window from the shelter of my home, my perspective 
of the weather shifted completely. Instead of seeing more 
work to do, I savored the beauty of frosted tree branches 
and the way the snow blanketed the colorless landscape 
of winter.

I see a similar, but much more poignant, shift in Asaph 
when I read his words in Psalm 73. In the beginning, he 
laments the way the world seems to work, how wrongs 
seem to be rewarded. He doubts the value of being dif-
ferent than the crowd and living for the good of others (v. 
13). But when he enters the sanctuary of God, his outlook 
changes (vv. 16–17): he remembers that God will deal 
with the world and its troubles perfectly and, more impor-
tantly, that it is good to be with God (v. 28).

When we’re chilled by the seemingly ceaseless prob-
lems in our world, we can enter God’s sanctuary in prayer 
and be warmed through by the life-altering, perspective-
changing truth that His judgment is better than ours. 
Though our circumstances may not change, our perspec-
tive can.

Lord, I admit I quickly become frustrated with the way 
things appear. Help me to see the way You do.

DAILY

PATH
A Change in 
Perspective

BIBLE READ:    PSALM 73:12–28
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
It troubled me deeply till I entered the sanctuary of God.    

~  Psalm 73:16–17

When you do a charitable deed, do not let your 
left hand know what your right hand is doing. 

Matthew 6:3

I
n this present age the humanist are making their 
presence felt with their deceptive tactics of com-
passion, love and unending deeds of charity. They 
portray their humanistic ideals with an aim to pro-

mote the growth of their particular sects and organiza-
tion. Since their emphasis are on promoting their own 
self image the virtues of love, compassion and charity 
are often misused. The humanists are a group of indi-
viduals enslaved by their humanistic views. They are 
influenced by the cultures and ways of the world. They 
do what they think is right. They feel justified by their 
actions. The humanist are no different than new age 
pioneers. What they follow is the doctrine of self jus-
tification.

They often get what they want. But what they don’t 
realize is that they forfeit their own souls by their indul-
gence in their ideologies. Humanitarian deeds such 

as providing education for the underprivileged chil-
dren, helping the poor and needy, visiting and caring 
for the orphans are well accepted and appreciated by 
the people. Such people often wins the love and affec-
tion of the masses. What is obvious is that such acts for 
humanity often hypnotizes the minds of the people. 
Once they win the approval of men, they start encour-
aging the masses to join them.

Let it be made clear that charitable deeds alone 
cannot save a person from hell. Though such deeds 
often wins the sympathy of the people, salvation can-
not be attained through it. Everyone knows what love 
is all about but not everyone knows the significance of 
it. Good deeds done in the open is good as long as the 
motive behind it is genuine. Let people not be fooled 
by the god people do to them. But let them be gifted 
with wisdom to discern the intention behind it. Here  
my point is to emphasis the need to do good to peo-
ple with a genuine concern for them. If the things you 
do serves their purpose, let them be inspired by your 
life in Christ. Do good to them not only to meet their 
material needs but also to fulfill their spiritual needs. 
If your heart is for them you will be concerned about 

their salvation. Every good deed done is a virtue appre-
ciable and every good deed done in secret is a virtue 
admirable. If you are gifted in doing charitable works, 
let your deeds inspire them to believe in the one you 
trust.

The good you do to people is the blessing you in-
herit. Even if you donate thousands of dollars for  par-
ticular cause, you will likely receive the earthly bless-
ings but you may be deprived of the heavenly blessing 
which was due to you. The earthly blessings are the 
things of the world. While the heavenly blessings are of 
God. It’s a kind of spiritual investment. The more you 
give the more you get. In the process of giving the ad-
ditional contribution you make for the cause will make 
the cause of giving more worthwhile. The good you do 
to people will be more rewarding when you use the 
name of Jesus. Your deeds won’t be in vain as long as 
you don’t seek the praise and adoration of men. Let the 
good deeds you do be worthy of praise from God. This 
is the way to be blessed. The things you do for them 
and the impact you have upon them will make you a 
force to reckon with. Let your contribution add beauty 
to the Church of Christ.

Giving in Secret

C. Uday Bhaskar | IANS

A
t the recently concluded Com-
monwealth Heads of Govern-
ment Meeting (CHOGM) in 
London, the joint communiqué 

focused on the challenges of evolving 
sustainable development policies for 
almost 2.5 billion citizens who are part 
of this 53-member grouping. India ac-
counts for more than half the demog-
raphy of the Commonwealth and is 
seen as the emerging leader of this large 
cluster of disparate nations which were 
once part of the British empire.

The state of the global oceans and 
the need for sustainable development 
in the maritime domain received appro-
priate attention and the CHOGM docu-
ment noted: “Heads (of government) 
identified climate change, including 
sea-level rise and acidification, biodi-
versity loss, over-fishing and plastic pol-
lution as some of the most significant 
pressures on the ocean, and called for 
ambitious, coordinated global action.”

Earth Day, observed on April 22, also 
provided that brief, annual focus on the 
linkage between the health of the oceans 
and the manner in which it affects the 
human condition. This includes the 
complex food chain and coral damage, 
to the non-linear connection with pre-
cipitation and rainfall patterns. And the 
bleak conclusion: Left unchecked, the 
deteriorating health of global oceans 
could lead to an irreversible environ-
mental disaster with catastrophic con-
sequences for human security.

In this dismal assessment of the vari-
ous drivers of oceanic degradation and 
pollution, the plastic component looms 
large. And the London communiqué 
rightly identifies this as an area of grave 
concern.

Plastic production of significant 
scale began in 1917 and, over the last 

century, this almost indestructible 
product has been used in myriad ways 
and is seen as a product of beneficial 
consumer and industrial utility. Global 
industrial-scale production of plastic 
crossed the 100 million tonnes per an-
num mark in the late 1970s and the 
400 million tonnes mark in 2017. China 
leads the list at 62 million tonnes (2013) 
and, between them, North America 
and the EU states produce 100 million 
tonnes.

Only 18 percent of this plastic is 
re-cycled in the appropriate manner 
and the rest is “dumped” -- often in the 
oceans and seas. It is estimated that 
eight billion kg of plastic is released into 
the maritime domain annually and the 
cumulative quantity is 150 billion kg, 
wherein the oceans and seas have be-
come the final receptacle of this inde-
structible marvel product of modernity.

This plastic waste gets disaggregated 
into micro and nano particles and en-
ters the food chain of marine life and the 
ecosystem that sustains the complex 

food chain, leading to the apex where 
the human food chain is located. Traces 
of plastic ingestion have been reported 
in some fish stock and the impact on 
human health is being studied. Cows 
eating plastic bags in India is now com-
pounded by fish in the global oceans in-
gesting plastic globules.

A Dutch study whose findings were 
released in March noted that the larg-
est plastic waste island in the world, the 
Great Pacific Garbage Patch (GPGP) is 
now estimated to be three times the size 
of France. It covers 1.6 million sq km, or 
half the size of continental India, and 
contains plastic waste weighing almost 
80,000 tonnes.

The challenge for India and the 
Commonwealth nations (most of them 
are coastal states) is to first get a more 
informed understanding of the state of 
the oceans and seas proximate to them. 
The Indian Ocean has many littoral 
states with a direct stake in maintaining 
the health of the maritime domain and 
understanding the scale of the problem 

ought to be the highest policy priority.
Various international bodies, includ-

ing the UN and IMO, as also regional 
organisations such as the IORA (Indian 
Ocean Rim Association), have identified 
the oceans in their human development 
agenda but this needs to be pulled to-
gether in a more effective manner. The 
CHOGM focus in London offers an op-
portunity for India to play a more sub-
stantive “sherpa” role and this would 
be in consonance with Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s maritime vision that 
was outlined as SAGAR -- Security and 
Growth for All in the Region, with the re-
gion being the extended Indian Ocean 
region (IOR).

Policy priorities could focus on map-
ping the challenge in the IOR in greater 
detail and encouraging more effective 
anti-plastic dumping regulatory prac-
tices among the littoral states. Recycling 
of plastic waste, from the ubiquitous 
drinking water bottle to plastic straws 
and cups, or switching to bio-degrada-
ble alternatives, must proceed on a war 
footing with awareness being instilled at 
the school level and in civil society.

Retrieving and recycling the vast 
amount of plastic in the oceans is a glo-
bal challenge and can the corporate sec-
tor pick up the gauntlet? In India, a laud-
able pioneering technology project was 
developed by Professor Rajagopalan 
Vasudevan in a Madurai college where 
shredded plastic waste was successfully 
used for road-building. With institu-
tional support, such pilot projects could 
be reviewed for techno-commercial vi-
ability and scaling up.

The plastic peril must not be allowed 
to morph into a slow motion weapon of 
mass destruction.

(The author is Director, Society for 
Policy Studies, New Delhi. He can be 

contacted at cudayb@gmail.com. The 
article is in special arrangement with 

South Asia Monitor)

India Must Save Itself From the Plastic Peril 

A
ir pollution levels remain dan-
gerously high in many parts of 
the world with nine out of 10 
people breathing air contain-

ing high levels of pollutants, the World 
Health Organization (WHO) said on 
Wednesday.

It praised India’s Pradhan Mantri 
Ujjwala Yojana Scheme for providing 
some 37 million free liquefied petro-
leum gas (LPG) connections in the past 
two years that help promoting the use 
of clean household energy.

The WHO’s updated estimations 
reveal around 90 per cent of people 
worldwide breathe polluted air and 
an alarming death toll of seven million 
people every year caused by ambient 
(outdoor) and household air pollution.

“Air pollution threatens us all, but 
the poorest and most marginalized 
people bear the brunt of the burden,” 
WHO Director-General Tedros Adh-
anom Ghebreyesus said in a statement.

“It is unacceptable that over three 
billion people -- most of them women 
and children -- are still breathing dead-
ly smoke every day from using pollut-
ing stoves and fuels in their homes. 
If we don’t take urgent action on air 
pollution, we will never come close to 
achieving sustainable development.”

The UN body launched its latest 
data on air pollution levels for more 
than 4,000 cities in over 100 countries 
as well the estimated health effects 
from both ambient and household air 
pollution.

Air pollution represents the big-
gest environmental risk to health. Yet 
solutions exist and the data shows 
some countries have made substantial 
progress.

WHO estimates that around seven 
million people die every year from ex-
posure to fine particles in polluted air 
that penetrate deep into the lungs and 
cardiovascular system, causing diseas-
es including stroke, heart disease, lung 
cancer, chronic obstructive pulmonary 
diseases and respiratory infections, in-
cluding pneumonia.

Ambient air pollution alone caused 

some 4.2 million deaths in 2016, while 
household air pollution from cooking 
with polluting fuels and technologies 
caused an estimated 3.8 million deaths 
in the same period.

More than 90 per cent of air pollu-
tion-related deaths occur in low and 
middle-income countries, mainly in 
Asia and Africa, followed by low and 
middle-income countries of the East-
ern Mediterranean region, Europe and 
the Americas.

Around three billion people -- more 
than 40 per cent of the world’s popula-
tion -- still do not have access to clean 
cooking fuels and technologies in their 
homes, the main source of household 
air pollution.

WHO has been monitoring house-
hold air pollution for more than a dec-
ade and, while the rate of access to 
clean fuels and technologies is increas-
ing everywhere, improvements are not 
even keeping pace with population 
growth in many parts of the world, par-
ticularly in sub Saharan Africa.

WHO recognises that air pollution 
is a critical risk factor for non-commu-
nicable diseases (NCDs), causing an 
estimated one-quarter (24 per cent) of 
all adult deaths from heart disease, 25 
per cent from stroke, 43 per cent from 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 
and 29 per cent from lung cancer.

More than 4,300 cities in 108 coun-
tries are now included in WHO’s ambi-
ent air quality database, making this 
the world’s most comprehensive data-
base on ambient air pollution.

Since 2016, more than 1,000 addi-
tional cities have been added to WHO’s 
database which shows that more coun-
tries are measuring and taking action 
to reduce air pollution than ever before.

The database collects annual mean 
concentrations of fine particulate mat-
ter (PM10 and PM2.5).

PM2.5 includes pollutants, such 
as sulfate, nitrates and black carbon, 
which pose the greatest risks to human 
health.

WHO air quality recommendations 
call for countries to reduce their air pol-

lution to annual mean values of 20 Ig/
m3 (for PM10) and 10 Ig/m3 (for PM25).

“Many of the world’s megacities 
exceed WHO’s guideline levels for air 
quality by more than five times, repre-
senting a major risk to people’s health,” 
said Maria Neira, Director of the De-
partment of Public Health, Social 
and Environmental Determinants of 
Health, at WHO.

“We are seeing an acceleration of 
political interest in this global public 
health challenge. The increase in cities 
recording air pollution data reflects a 
commitment to air quality assessment 
and monitoring. Most of this increase 
has occurred in high-income coun-
tries, but we hope to see a similar scale-
up of monitoring efforts worldwide.”

While the latest data show ambient 
air pollution levels are still dangerously 
high in most parts of the world, they 
also show some positive progress.

Countries are taking measures to 
tackle and reduce air pollution from 
particulate matter.

For example, in just two years, In-
dia’s Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana 
Scheme has provided some 37 million 
women living below the poverty line 
with free LPG connections to support 
them to switch to clean household en-
ergy use.

Likewise, Mexico City has commit-
ted to cleaner vehicle standards, in-
cluding a move to soot-free buses and 
a ban on private diesel cars by 2025.

Source: IANS

Nine Out of 10 People Globally Breathe Toxic Air — WHO
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19):  This is your day 
to shine, Aries. Just make sure you don’t do 
so at someone else’s expense. You’re feeling 
more self-confident than usual, which may 

be hard for you to believe. Nevertheless, you could be 
so focused on your agenda that you fail to see subtle 
signals put out by those around you. Other people cry 
out for attention, too. Make sure you shine some of 
your glorious light on them.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You may feel like 
you’re being left out of the equation, Taurus. 
Perhaps you feel like the oddball, the fifth 
wheel who simply doesn’t have a place. Don’t 

worry. Just because you feel that way today doesn’t 
mean it’s your destiny. If you don’t like your course, 
change your position. If you don’t like the people you’re 
with, move in a different social circle. Don’t blame your 
circumstances on others. Take responsibility.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Take your cre-
ativity to a new level, Gemini. There are many 
ways to express yourself creatively, so pick one 
and follow through. You may have a desire to 

be on stage, and you want to share your dreams and in-
ner passion with the world. Your strong emotions and 
dreamy perspective are assets. Don’t try to stuff them 
inside or push them away. Listening to your brain too 
much could deprive you of the bounty in your heart 
and imagination.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Your feelings 
may deceive you, Cancer, so be careful of 
getting too wrapped up in your own drama. 
Perhaps you feel you’re getting pushed and 

pulled in uncomfortable directions. You might toler-
ate this tension for a while without expressing your 
feelings about it. This is a dangerous policy because it 
could give others the impression that it’s OK to contin-
ue treating you the way they do.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22):  In some ways, you 
may feel like a lost soul who isn’t quite in 
touch with your dreams, Leo. Although you 
feel energetic and boisterous, you might also 

get the sense that your energy is misdirected and you’re 
being led in the wrong direction. The key for you now 
is to lead yourself. Cut through everyone else’s agenda 
and follow your internal rainbow. The more you take 
charge, the happier you’ll be.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): The best way to 
create harmony among others is to first es-
tablish harmony in yourself, Virgo. Don’t 
expect others to take care of you and attend 

to all your desires. At the same time, it isn’t your re-
sponsibility to dote on others. The boundaries may 
get ambiguous at times, but do your best to maintain 
a healthy separation. People may pull on your heart-
strings to manipulate you into doing what they want. 
Don’t fall for it.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You might feel 
as if your powerful emotions are getting in 
the way of your dreams, Libra. Or perhaps 
you’re finding that you’re so wrapped up in 

a particular vision of the future that you’re getting lost 
in your own brain. You’re losing touch with the present 
simply because you’re so focused on a nebulous idea 
that doesn’t even exist yet. Take a step back from your 
current mindset and reevaluate the situation.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Perhaps you’re 
stuck in a mindset you can’t seem to escape, 
Scorpio. Be careful about taking action based 
on ideas rooted more in past fantasy than 

present reality. Your emotions could be playing tricks 
on you. You could be attached to a dream that has more 
to do with feeding your ego than fulfilling your destiny. 
Question your motives. You might find that you’re bet-
ter off redirecting your energy somewhere else.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): When you 
talk, you want other people to listen, Sagit-
tarius. More than likely, your thoughts will 
drift toward humanitarian ideas and philoso-

phies. You’re eager to share your ideas with others, and 
you may have a utopian dream that, if everyone just 
followed, would make the world a much better place. 
People may make fun of you for having such a perspec-
tive, but this definitely doesn’t mean that you should 
stop dreaming.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Issues 
regarding control of a situation are prob-
ably going to be your focus, Capricorn. 
More than likely, you adhere to a solidly 

planned routine. You have a set way of doing things 
and you want to stick to it. Other people are mov-
ing into the picture, however, and they may want 
to take a leadership role. People will be adamant 
and strong willed when it comes to their facts. You 
should be, too.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You’re apt 
to speak and act with a great deal of power, 
Aquarius, but be careful that you don’t get 
swept away by emotion. There’s a surrealistic 

quality to the day. It could lead you to believe a mirage 
is real. You might get so caught up in the drama of your 
feelings that your power of reason gets watered down 
to the point where you lose track of your objectivity al-
together.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Your concept of 
reality could be based more on your emo-
tions than facts, Pisces. This is one of those 
days when this could get you into trouble. 

Whatever comes up, you’re likely to feel very passion-
ate about it and tend to lose any rational perspective 
whatsoever. Integrity, inner strength, and self-confi-
dence will be the glue that holds your mind and heart 
together.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

T
hink of the most happy and well-
adjusted person you know – what 
can you say about their thinking 
style? Are they dogmatic, with an 

all-or-nothing outlook on the world? Do 
they place totally rigid demands on them-
selves and those around them? When con-
fronted with stresses and misfortunes, are 
they apt to magnify and fixate on them? In 
short, do they have an absolutist thinking 
style? 

‘Absolutism’ refers to ideas, phrases and 
words that denote totality, either in magni-
tude or probability. Absolutist thoughts are 
unqualified by nuance and overlook the 
complexity of a given subject.

There are generally two forms of abso-
lutism; ‘dichotomous thinking’ and ‘cat-
egorical imperatives’. Dichotomous think-
ing – also referred to as ‘black-and-white’ 
or ‘all-or-nothing’ thinking – describes a bi-
nary outlook, where things in life are either 
‘this’ or ‘that’, and nothing in between. Cat-
egorical imperatives are completely rigid 
demands that people place on themselves 
and others. The term is borrowed from Im-
manuel Kant’s deontological moral philos-
ophy, which is grounded in an obligation- 
and rules-based ethical code.

In our research – and in clinical psychol-
ogy more broadly – absolutist thinking is 
viewed as an unhealthy thinking style that 
disrupts emotion-regulation and hinders 
people from achieving their goals. Yet we 
all, to varying extents, are disposed to it 
– why is this? Primarily, because it’s much 
easier than dealing with the true complexi-
ties of life. The term cognitive miser, first 
introduced by the American psychologists 
Susan Fiske and Shelley Taylor in 1984, de-
scribes how humans seek the simplest and 

least effortful ways of thinking. Nuance and 
complexity is expensive – it takes up pre-
cious time and energy – so wherever pos-
sible we try to cut corners. This is why we 
have biases and prejudices, and form hab-
its. It’s why the study of heuristics (intuitive 
‘gut-feeling’ judgments) is so useful in be-
havioural economics and political science.

But there is no such thing as a free lunch; 
the time and energy saved through absolut-
ist thinking has a cost. In order to success-
fully navigate through life, we need to ap-
preciate nuance, understand complexity 
and embrace flexibility. When we succumb 
to absolutist thinking for the most impor-
tant matters in our lives – such as our goals, 
relationships and self-esteem – the conse-
quences are disastrous.

In a recent research article in Clinical 
Psychological Science, I and my collabora-
tor, the neuroscientist Tom Johnstone at the 
University of Reading in the UK, examined 
the prevalence of absolutist thinking in the 
natural language of more than 6,400 online 
members in various mental-health chat 
groups. From the outset, we predicted that 
those with depression, anxiety and suicidal 
ideation would have a more absolutist out-
look, and that this would manifest in their 
style of language. Compared with 19 dif-
ferent online control chat groups on topics 
from cancer to parenting, the prevalence 
of absolutist words was approximately 50 
per cent greater in depression and anxi-
ety groups, and approximately 80 per cent 
greater in the suicidal-ideation group.

Previously, the best-known linguistic 
markers for mental-health disorders had 
been an excessive use of first-person sin-
gular pronouns such as ‘me’, ‘myself’ and 
‘I’, with a reduced use of second- and third-
person pronouns. This pattern of pronoun 

use reflects the isolation and self-focus 
common in depression. Negative-emotion 
words are also a strong linguistic marker 
for mental-health disorders, however re-
searchers have reported that pronouns are 
actually more reliable in identifying depres-
sion. We find that the prevalence of abso-
lutist words is a better marker than both 
pronouns and negative-emotion words. 
They produced bigger differences between 
mental-health and control groups com-
pared with pronouns, and they tracked the 
mental-health groups better than negative-
emotion words. Paradoxically, negative-
emotion words were more prevalent in 
anxiety and depression groups than in the 
suicidal-ideation group.

How do we know that a greater use of 
absolutist words actually reflects absolutist 
thinking, and is not simply a result of ex-
treme emotions and psychological distress? 
In a second study, we calculated the preva-
lence of absolutist words in mental-health 
conditions known to be linked to absolutist 
thinking (borderline personality disorder 
and eating disorder) with mental-health 
groups not linked to absolutist thinking 
(post-traumatic stress disorder and schiz-
ophrenia). All groups are shown to have 
the same levels of psychological distress, 
but only the groups known to be linked 
to absolutist thinking had elevated levels 
of absolutist words. This confirms that a 
greater use of absolutist words is specific to 
absolutist thinking, and not to psychologi-
cal distress per se.

Despite the correlations, nothing yet 
suggests that absolutism causes depres-
sion. In a third study, we examined groups 
whose participants believe that they have 
recovered from a depressive episode, and 
write positive, encouraging posts about 
their recovery. We found that positive-

emotion words were elevated by approxi-
mately 70 per cent, yet they continued to 
use a high prevalence of absolutist words, 
significantly greater than control groups 
and much closer to anxiety and depres-
sion levels. Crucially, those who have 
previously had depressive symptoms are 
more likely to have them again. There-
fore, their greater tendency for absolutist 
thinking, even when there are currently 
no symptoms of depression, is a sign that 
it might play a role in causing depressive 
episodes.

These findings support the recent ‘third 
wave’ therapies that have entered clinical 
psychology. The most well-known of these 
is ‘mindfulness’, but they all advocate a 
flexible outlook, acceptance, and freedom 
from attachments. An early exponent of 
mindfulness is the noted psychologist John 

Teasdale, whose lab has produced a litany 
of empirical data to support its efficacy. In 
a landmark 2001 study, Teasdale and his 
colleagues at the University of Cambridge 
found that an ‘absolutist, dichotomous 
thinking style’ predicted future depressive 
relapse.

Many argue that the world is a harsh 
place, and that it is the stresses and misfor-
tunes in life that make people depressed, 
not their thinking style. Wrong! Countless 
people suffer misfortunes and do not get 
depressed or anxious, while others seem-
ingly suffer no misfortune at all, and are 
blighted with depression and anxiety. 
The Stoic philosopher (and former slave) 
Epictetus opined that ‘men are disturbed 
not by things, but by the view which they 
take of them’. A sentiment that is totally, 
completely and absolutely correct.

W
hen Donald 
Trump recent-
ly announced 
tariffs on steel 

and aluminium imports he 
was condemned by propo-
nents of free trade across 
the world. His critics said 
the US president had not 
understood how protec-
tionist policies would spell 
disaster for the world econ-
omy. Fair enough. But this 
is the same Trump whose 
decision to withdraw from 
the Paris climate agree-
ment also met with mas-
sive disapproval.

Trump is simultane-
ously chided for refusing 
to cut emissions, and for 
promoting a trade policy 
that reduces the causes of 
such emissions. Both sets 
of critics may be right on 
their own terms, but the 

contradiction between the 
two reproaches exposes 
big problems in the main-
stream modern worldview. 
Is it really reasonable to ad-
vocate for both more trade 
and greater concern for the 
environment?

For centuries world 
trade has increased not 
only environmental deg-
radation, but also global 
inequality. The expanding 
ecological footprints of af-
fluent people are unjust 
as well as unsustainable. 
The concepts developed 
in wealthier nations to 
celebrate “growth” and 
“progress” obscure the net 
transfers of labour time 
and natural resources be-
tween richer and poorer 
parts of the world.

For instance, the 
household of an average 

American couple with one 
child has the equivalent of 
an invisible servant work-
ing full time for it outside 
the nation’s borders, while 
the average Japanese 
household with one child 
uses three hectares of land 
overseas. Yet such material 
asymmetry appears to be a 
side issue for mainstream 
economists, who continue 
to assert the overall ben-
efits of free trade.

This same ignorance 
is particularly apparent in 
the fight against climate 
change. Most environ-
mentalists and researchers 
put their faith in new tech-
nologies for harnessing the 
sun and wind, and hope 
that politicians can be 
persuaded to act. But so-
lar panels and wind farms 
are not merely products of 
human ingenuity that have 
been revealed to us by na-
ture. Nor are they magical 

keys to limitless energy.
Renewable energy 

technologies emerged in 
this specific human soci-
ety – inequality, globalisa-
tion and all – and their very 
feasibility is dependent on 
world market prices. Like 
other modern technolo-
gies they depend on high 
domestic purchasing pow-
er combined with cheap 
Asian labour, Brazilian 
land, or Congolese cobalt.

Almost 50 years ago 
the ecological economist 
Nicholas Georgescu-
Roegen warned that the 
notion that solar power 
could replace fossil energy 
was an illusion, because it 
would require such enor-
mous volumes of materi-
als to harness the requisite 
amounts of diffuse sun-
light to satisfy a modern 
high-tech society. Some 
of these materials are rare 
and expensive and degrade 

the environment. Moreo-
ver, the United Nations En-
vironmental Programme 
recently warned that the 
world is heading for eco-
logical disaster unless we 
use less resources per dol-
lar of economic growth.

The Czech-Canadian 
energy researcher Vaclav 
Smil has found that switch-
ing to renewable energy 
would use up vast amounts 
of land, reversing the land-
saving benefits of the In-
dustrial Revolution. Mean-
while the money to invest 
in solar is still ultimately 
generated from cheap la-
bour and cheap land. The 
fact that solar panels have 
recently become less ex-
pensive is partly because 
they are increasingly be-
ing manufactured by low-
wage labour in Asia.

When viewed this way 
it is perhaps no wonder 
that renewable energy has 
not even begun to replace 
fossil energy, and has only 
been added to the still-
increasing use of oil, coal 
and gas. Solar power still 
only accounts for about 
1% of global energy use. 
It has hardly made a dent 
on the global use of energy 
for electricity, industry, or 
transports. And this cannot 
be blamed on the oil lob-
by, as is illustrated by the 
case of Cuba. Nearly all of 
the island’s electricity still 
derives from fossil fuels. 
There is obviously some-
thing problematic about 
shifting to solar power that 
goes beyond corporate ob-
struction. To explain it in 
terms of a lack of capital 

or in terms of the vast land 
requirements are two sides 
of the same coin.

So here is the impasse of 
modern civilization: the free 
trade promoted by most 
economists and politicians 
continues to drive a sub-
stantial part of the green-
house gas emissions that 
they want to reduce, and yet 
the sustainable technolo-
gies they propose to cut 
emissions are in themselves 
dependent on economic 
growth, international trade, 
and the use of more and 
more natural resources.

So how to break this 
impasse? Economists 
could start by recognising 
that the economy is not 
insulated from nature, just 
as engineering is not insu-
lated from world society. 
Global challenges of sus-
tainability, justice and re-
silience all demand much 
more integrated thinking.

This will involve con-
fronting conventional ide-
ologies of technological 
progress and free trade. 
Rather than nervously safe-
guarding world trade with 
its escalating greenhouse 
gas emissions, we have 
every reason to reconsider 
what might be perceived 
as true human progress 
and quality of life. Instead 
of economic policies max-
imising economic growth 
and resource use, human-
kind needs to develop an 
economy that is aligned 
with the constraints of our 
fragile biosphere – and a 
science of engineering that 
takes account of global in-
equalities.

L
ong-term exposure to traffic-related 
pollution may significantly increase 
the risk of asthma in early childhood, a 
study has warned.

The findings, published in the Journal of 
Allergy and Clinical Immunology, showed that 
living close to a major road was linked to child-
hood asthma at all ages examined.

“Children living less than 100 metres from 
a major road had nearly three times the odds 
of current asthma - children who either expe-
rience asthma symptoms or use asthma medi-
cations daily - by ages seven to 10, compared 
with children living more than 400 metres away 
from a major road,” said study co-author Mary 
Rice from the Beth Israel Deaconess Medical 
Center (BIDMC) in Boston, US.

For the study, the researchers analysed data 
from 1,522 Boston-area children born between 
1999 and 2002

The researchers used mapping technolo-
gies to determine the distance between each 
child’s home address and the nearest major 
roadway. 

They also linked home addresses to census 
data and satellite-derived atmospheric data to 
calculate each participant’s daily exposure to 
fine particulate matter (PM) -- tiny particles 
suspended in the air that when inhaled deposit 
in the terminal sacs of the lung. 

Fine PM originates from fuel combustion, 
including traffic, power plants, and other pol-
lution sources, the researcher said.

The research team also examined children’s 
daily exposure to soot, a component of fine PM 
also known as black carbon.

The researchers found that traffic-related 
pollutants appeared to increase asthma risk in 
childhood.

“Lifetime exposure to black carbon and 
fine PM were also linked to the asthma in ear-
ly childhood (ages three to five years), but in 
mid-childhood (ages seven to 10 years), these 
pollutants were associated with asthma only 
among girls,” the researcher noted.

Source: IANS

The Danger of Absolute Thinking is Absolutely Clear

Why You Can’t Have Free Trade and Save the Planet Traffic-Related 
Pollution May Increase 

Asthma Risk in Kids
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A meeting of a national committee set up for commemoration of the 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, seen here in progress 
at the Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi on Wednesday. The committee is presided over by  President Ram Nath Kovind.

PTI

SC Collegium defers decision on 
Justice K M Joseph’s elevation
New Delhi, May 2 (PTI): The Su-
preme Court Collegium today de-
ferred a decision on the issue of 
reconsidering its recommendation 
to elevate Uttarakhand Chief Justice 
K M Joseph as the judge of the apex 
court which was sent back by the 
government the previous week.

The five member Collegium 
comprising Chief Justice Dipak 
Misra and justices J Chelameswar, 
Ranjan Gogoi, Madan B Lokur and 
Kurian Joseph met after the work-
ings hours, but no decision was 
taken.

The resolution of the meeting 
uploaded on the apex court website 
said the Collegium had met “to con-
sider the following agenda: 

‘To reconsider the case of Mr 
Justice K.M. Joseph, Chief Justice, 
Uttarakhand High Court [Parent 
High Court:Kerala], pursuant to let-
ters dated 26th & 30th April, 2018 
received from Ministry of Law & Jus-
tice, Government of India and also to 
consider the names of Judges from 
Calcutta, Rajasthan, and Telangana 
& Andhra Pradesh High Courts for 
elevation as Judges of the Supreme 
Court, in view of the concept of fair 

representation. Deferred,” the reso-
lution said.

Justice Chelameswar had not 
come to court today but attended 
the collegium meeting.

The collegium, an official said, 
discussed threadbare the note sent 
to the CJI by Law Minister Ravi 
Shankar Prasad while returning the 
file relating to the recommendation 
to elevate Justice Joseph as an apex 
court judge.

Justice Joseph’s name was rec-
ommended along with then senior 
advocate Indu Malhotra on Janu-
ary 10 for their elevation as apex 
court judges. The government 
had on April 26 declined to accept 
the recommendation of the Col-
legium and asked it to reconsider 
his name.

Malhotra was sworn in as the 
judge of the apex court on April 27.

Justice K M Joseph, who had 
headed the bench that had quashed 
the Narendra Modi government’s 
decision to impose President’s rule 
in the Congress-ruled hill state in 
2016, was not considered to be el-
evated as a Supreme Court judge by 
the Centre which said the proposal 

was not in accordance with the top 
court’s parameters and there was 
adequate representation of Kerala 
in the higher judiciary from where 
he hails.

His seniority was also questioned 
by the Centre which said “he stands 
at Sl. No.45 in the combined senior-
ity of High Court Judges on all-India 
basis.” 

Justice Joseph, who turns 60 this 
June, has been the Chief Justice of 
the Uttarakhand High Court since 
July 2014. He was appointed a per-
manent judge of the Kerala High 
Court on October 14, 2004 and as-
sumed charge of the Uttarakhand 
High Court on July 31, 2014.

The members of the collegium 
including Justices Chelameswar, 
Gogoi, Lokur and Kurian Joseph 
had expressed concern over the 
delay in clearing the name of the Ut-
tarakhand Chief Justice as the apex 
court judge.

Notwithstanding the letters writ-
ten by the collegium members to the 
CJI which had come into the public 
domain, the Centre disregarded 
the recommendation about Justice 
Joseph.

CBI to soon file charge 
sheet against 19 arrested

New terminals to augment capacity at Lucknow, Chennai
Cabinet nods to 100-
bed hospital in Delhi

Rajan, 8 others get life in jail for ‘cold-blooded’ killing of scribe J Dey

New Delhi, May 2 (PTI): 
The CBI is all set to file a 
charge sheet against 19 
people arrested in the over 
Rs 13,000 crore Punjab 
National Bank scam case, 
which allegedly involves 
billionaire jewellers Nirav 
Modi and Mehul Choksi, 
officials said today.

The agency has to file 
the charge sheet within 
90 days of the arrest, they 
said, adding that the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investiga-
tion is likely to meet the 
deadline.

The probe against 
those ab-
s c o n d -
ing, such 
as Modi, 
C h o k s i 
and their relatives, is still 
on, and the agency may 
take time to finalise their 
roles in the case, they said.

The probe is vast but 
the roles of those arrested 
will be be summed up in 
the charge sheet, the of-
ficials said.

The agency has arrest-
ed 19 people, including 
PNB officials and top hon-
chos of the firms of Modi 
and Choksi and Modi in 
connection with the case.

T h e  C B I  a r re s t e d 
former PNB deputy man-
ager Gokulnath Shetty, 
single window manager 
Manoj Kharat, and He-
mant Bhat, the authorised 
signatory of Modi’s firms, 
the officials said.

Vipul Ambani, the 
president (finance) of 
Modi’s Fire Star Diamond 
along with executive as-
sistant Kavita Mankikar 
and senior executive Arjun 

Patil, CFO of Nakshatra 
group and Gitanjali group, 
Kapil Khandelwal and 
the manager of Gitanjali 
group Niten Shahi were 
also taken into custody 
by the CBI in February, 
besides others, they said.

Choksi and Modi alleg-
edly got letters of under-
standing (LoUs) and for-
eign letters of credit (FLCs) 
of USD 2 billion issued in 
favour of foreign branches 
of Indian banks based on 
fraudulent claims.

The accused PNB of-
ficials allegedly did not en-

ter the in-
structions 
for these 
L o Us  i n 
their in-

ternal software to avoid 
scrutiny.

They were sent through 
an international messag-
ing system for banking 
called SWIFT, which is 
used to pass instructions 
among banks globally to 
transfer funds.

An LoU is a guarantee 
given by an issuing bank 
to Indian banks having 
branches abroad to grant 
short-term credit to the 
applicant.

In case of default, the 
bank issuing the LoU has 
to pay the liability to the 
credit-giving bank along 
with the accruing interest.

The PNB officials al-
legedly sent these mes-
sages to Indian banks - 
Canara Bank, State Bank 
of India, Bank of India, 
Axis Bank, Allahabad 
Bank - located in Ant-
werp, Hong Kong, Bah-
rain, Mauritius, Frankfurt.

New Delhi, May 2 (IANS): In a bid to 
create airport capacity to handle the 
exponential growth of air travel, the 
central government on Wednesday 
approved the upgradation and ex-
pansion of Lucknow, Chennai and 
Guwahati airports at a cost of over 
Rs 5,000 crore.

According to IT Minister Ravi 
Shankar Prasad the Cabinet Com-
mittee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) 
approved the upgradation of these 
airports with funds from a Rs 21,000 
crore corpus created for various air-
ports in the country.

“A sum of Rs 2,467 crore has 
been approved for the upgradation 
of Chennai airport with a new ter-
minal building that will incorporate 
green building features with an aim 
to achieve the ‘GRIHA 4 Star’ rating,” 
he said here. 

“For the construction of new 
terminal buildings at Guwahati 
and Lucknow airports the sums 
approved are Rs 1,383 crore and Rs 
1,232 crore, respectively,” he added.

Besides, the Minister of State 
for Civil Aviation Jayant Sinha in a 
separate media interaction here said 
that India has witnessed the highest 
growth rate in its domestic aviation 
sector and that the government aims 
to create airport capacity via its new 
scheme ‘NABH Nirmaan’ (NextGen 
Airports for Bharat).

Currently, the Airports Authority 
of India (AAI) is implementing plans 
for creating additional capacity at 
other airports -- Agartala, Patna, Sri-
nagar, Pune, Trichy, Vijayawada, Port 
Blair, Jaipur, Mangalore, Dehradun, 
Jabalpur, Kolhapur, Goa, Rupsi, Leh, 
Calicut and Imphal with a capital 

expenditure of Rs 20,178 crore in the 
next four-five years.

“Many major cities are expected 
to have multiple airports. Govern-
ment has granted approval for Navi 
Mumbai, Noida International Air-
port (Jewar), Mopa (Goa), Purandar 
Airport (Pune), Bhogapuram Airport 
(Visakhapatnam), Dholera Airport 
(Ahmedabad), Hirasar Airport (Ra-
jkot),” the Ministry of Civil Aviation 
said in a statement.

“Capex outlay of over Rs 50,000 
crore is expected in the develop-
ment of New Greenfield Airports, 
wherein approval of Government of 
India has been given. In the private 
sector, upgradation and expansion 
is in the offing for Delhi, Bengaluru, 
Hyderabad Airports and is expected 
to require an investment of Rs 25,000 
crore in the next five years’ time.”

New Delhi, May 2 (IANS): 
The Union Cabinet, pre-
sided over by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, on 
Wednesday approved the 
construction of a 100-bed 
hospital in Delhi at an es-
timated cost of Rs 95 crore.

Addressing the media 
here, Law Minister Ravi 
Shankar Prasad said the 
hospital, expected to be 
completed in two years’ 
time, would come up in 
the Najafgarh area of west 
Delhi. 

According to an official 
statement, the hospital 
will include four major 
clinical services in medi-
cine, obstetrics and gy-
naecology, paediatrics and 

surgery, including a blood 
bank, diagnostic services 
and separate Out Patient 
Departments (OPD) for 
general medicine, surgery, 
dental, ENT, ophthalmol-
ogy, audiometry and pae-
diatric care. 

It would provide child 
and maternal services, 
trauma care and basic pri-
mary diagnostic, thera-
peutic, preventive and 
curative services, accord-
ing to the statement. 

The hospital would 
have more than 30 doc-
tors and 40 nurses, apart 
from 50 allied and health-
care staff and is expected 
to be fully operational by 
May 2020.

Mumbai, May 2 (PTI): 
Nearly seven years after 
senior journalist Jyotirmoy 
Dey was shot dead here, a 
special court today award-
ed life term to all the nine 
convicted, including gang-
ster Chhota Rajan, observ-
ing it was a “cold-blooded” 
murder.

Judge Sameer Adkar, 
who presided over the spe-
cial Maharashtra Control 
of Organised Crime Act 
court, however, acquitted 
former journalist Jigna 
Vora, charged with insti-
gating Rajan to carry out 
the killing in June 2011. 

Vora broke down in 
the court soon after her 
acquittal was announced 
by the judge.

The judge also ac-
quitted Paulson Joseph, 
accused of handling the 
financial operations con-
cerned with the conspir-
acy.

The court imposed a 
fine of Rs 26 lakh on each 
of the convicts under vari-
ous sections of the IPC, 
the Arms Act, and the 
MCOCA.

One of the convicts, 
Deepak Sisodiya, was giv-
en an additional seven-
year jail term under the 
Arms Act. Both his sen-
tences will run concur-
rently.

Dey was shot by two 
motorcycle-borne men on 
June 11, 2011 in suburban 
Powai when he was on his 
way home. He was then 
working as a senior editor 

with the tabloid ‘Mid Day’.
Awarding life sentence 

to the convicts, the court 
held the prosecution had 
succeeded in establishing 
the incident was an organ-
ised crime committed by 
Rajan’s “crime syndicate”.

This is Rajan’s first ma-
jor conviction since he was 
deported to India follow-
ing his arrest at the Bali air-
port in Indonesia in 2015.

The court held that the 
evidence on record proved 
that the 56-year-old jour-
nalist’s murder was well 
planned.

In convicting Rajan 
and the others, Judge Ad-
kar relied primarily upon 
the extra-judicial confes-
sions (a confession made 
outside of a court, or, not 
in front of a law officer) 
made by the 61-year-old 
gangster himself.

The court took note 
of the several phone calls 
that Rajan made to his 
aides, and some journal-
ists, whereby, he expressed 
his guilt over having got 
Dey killed.

Rajan’s lawyer had 
contested the veracity of 
the voice samples that 
the CBI had collected and 
claimed belonged to the 
underworld don.

The court, however, 
held that the voice sample 
could be accepted as cred-
ible evidence.

The judge observed 
the prosecution had ex-
amined some of the jour-
nalists who had received 

NEWS IN BRIEF
Never used ‘encrypted’ question 
papers to prevent leaks — CBSE
New Delhi, May 2 (PTI): The Central Board of 
Secondary Education (CBSE) today clarified that 
no”encrypted” question papers were used in 
conducting any board examination this year as a 
measure to avoid leaks. The clarification by the CBSE 
comes following reports that the board resorted to the 
method after reports of leaks of economics (Class 12) 
and mathematics (Class 10) question papers. “While 
a number of measures were adopted to make exams 
fool-proof, no ‘encrypted’ format question papers was 
used in conduct of any board examination this year,” 
a senior CBSE official said. The CBSE had conducted 
the economics retest on April 25, nearly a month 
after it was leaked, triggering widespread outrage 
and confusion among students across India. The 
committee has to submit its report by May 31 to the 
Human Resource Development Ministry.

Rain brings respite to Delhi from 
hot weather
New Delhi, May 2 (IANS): Delhi residents received 
a respite from the heat on Wednesday as rain and 
thunder showers were experienced in different parts of 
the city bringing an immediate drop in temperature by 
as many as 14 degrees Celsius during the late evening. 
While the temperature dropped to 20 degrees Celsius 
immediately after the showers at around 8.30 p.m,, 
however the maximum temperature for the day was 
recorded at 38.3 degrees Celsius, the season’s average. 
It was around 33-34 degrees just before the rain.  The 
weather office said the respite is likely to continue with 
more showers expected on Thursday.

One dead, three civilians injured 
in J&K clash 
Srinagar, May 2 (IANS): A civilian died while three 
others were injured on Wednesday in clashes with 
the security forces near a gunfight site in Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Shopian district, police said. Police said 
security forces laid cordon around Turkawangam 
village in Shopian following information about the 
presence of a group of militants there, but came under 
fire from the hiding militants, sparking a gunfight.  
“At this, youth resorted to heavy stone pelting on the 
security forces to break the cordon. Tear smoke shells 
and pellets were used to quell the protests,” a police 
officer said. Internet services have been snapped 
in south Kashmir again as security sources said top 
militant commander Saddam Paddar is among the 
holed-up militants where the gunfight is still on.

Over 40,000 lightning bolts kill 
14 in AP
Amaravati (AP), May 2 (PTI): As many as 14 people 
were killed in 41,025 lightning strikes in different 
districts of Andhra Pradesh, the state Disaster 
Management Department said today. Yesterday, 
Guntur district recorded the highest number of deaths 
at six, followed by Vizianagaram (3), West Godavari (2), 
Srikakulam, Visakhapatnam and East Godavari (one 
each), a release from the department said. Cloud-to-
ground strikes happened in 11 out of 13 districts till 
11.40 pm on May 1, the release said, citing reports 
from Earth Networks, which operates weather and 
climate sensor networks worldwide. Nellore recorded 
the highest number of lightning strikes at 11,955, 
Prakasam (4,725), Srikakulam (4,703), Guntur (4101), 
Vizianagaram (3901), East Godavari (3216), Krishna 
(2925), Visakhapatnam (2698), Chittoor (1706), West 
Godavari (768) and Kadapa (327), the release said.

Rly. contractor fined INR 1 lac. 
after viral video over toilet water 
use in tea/coffee
Hyderabad, May 2 (PTI): A vending contractor has been 
slapped with a fine of Rs one lakh by the Railways after 
a video surfaced suggesting a mix of water from a train 
toilet in tea/coffee, the South Central Railway (SCR) 
here said today. In the video in circulation in social 
media in the past few days, a vendor was seen coming 
out of a train toilet with tea/coffee cans, conveying that 
water was being mixed in the cans inside the toilet, 
it said. The incident had occurred in December last 
year onboard Chennai Central”Hyderabad Charminar 
Express at Secunderabad railway station here, a release 
said days after the video surfaced and went viral. The 
Commercial Department of the SCR has been carrying 
out extensive drives against unauthorised hawking at 
Secunderabad railway station in the last few months, 
during which all such hawkers, including the two 
involved in the incident, had been removed, SCR Chief 
Public Relations Officer M Umashankar Kumar said. 
A strict vigil was continuously being kept at various 
levels to ensure that no such incidents recur in the SCR 
Zone, the official added.

Home ministry starts Padma 
award nomination process
New Delhi, May 2 (PTI): The process of honouring 
people with Padma awards next year for their works of 
distinction and exceptional achievement in different 
fields has begun with the Union home ministry 
inviting nominations. The last date for receipt of the 
nominations for the top civilian honours is September 
15, 2018, according to a notification issued by the 
ministry yesterday. The awards seek to recognise 
commendable works and exceptional achievements 
in fields and disciplines such as art, literature and 
education, sports, medicine, social work, science 
and engineering, public affairs, civil service, trade 
and industry. The nominations or recommendations 
for the awards will be received online only on 
the Padma portal www.padmaawards.gov.in. All 
citizens can make nominations or recommendation, 
including self-nomination. The nominations or 
recommendations should contain all relevant details 
specified in the format available on the website, 
including a citation in a narrative form not exceeding 
800 words clearly bringing out the distinguished 
and exceptional achievements, the notification 
said. Nominations have been invited from central 
ministries, departments, states/Union Territory 
governments, Bharat Ratna and Padma Vibhushan 
awardees, institutes of excellence and others to 
enable broad-based consideration. Government 
servants including those working with public sector 
undertakings, except doctors and scientists, are not 
eligible for the Padma awards.

PNB scam

Shooter Satish Kaliya after being convicted in senior journalist 
Jyotirmoy Dey’s muder case, outside Arthur Road jail in Mumbai on 
Wednesday. 

PTI

such phone calls from Ra-
jan and that they had no 
reason to falsely implicate 
the gangster.

“It is clear that the 
evidence from these wit-
nesses (three journalists) 
regarding the phone calls 
made to them by the ac-
cused Chhota Rajan con-
fessing his guilt is cogent, 
trustworthy and reliable. 
There is nothing suspi-
cious about their evidence.

“These witnesses were 
senior and experienced 
journalists. They were 
independent witnesses. 
There was no reason for 
them to depose falsely. 
There is no evidence to 
show there was any previ-

ous concert between these 
witnesses to falsely impli-
cate the accused Chhota 
Rajan,” the court said.

The extra judicial con-
fessions have passed the 
test of credibility, it noted.

“The extra judicial 
confessions made by the 
accused Chhota Rajan to 
them do not suffer from 
any inherent improbabili-
ties. The words spoken 
to by these witnesses are 
clear, unambiguous and 
unmistakably convey that 
the accused Chhota Ra-
jan is responsible for the 
murder of J Dey,” the judge 
maintained in his 600-
page judgement.

The court also relied 

upon the recovery of sev-
eral SIM cards, mobile 
phones, and other per-
sonal articles belonging 
to the convicts, including 
the gun used to fire at Dey 
from the crime spot as 
credible pieces of evidence 
that linked all the convicts 
to the case.

It rejected the defence’s 
request to show leniency 
to the convicts on account 
of their own ill health, or 
considering that most of 
them had young children, 
and ailing parents to take 
care of.

“The murder of J Dey 
was a cold-blooded act. 
The accused have criminal 
antecedents. One of the 
accused is HIV positive. 
But, that is no ground to 
show leniency considering 
the nature of the offence, 
and the manner in which 
the offence was commit-
ted,” the judge said.

The court acquitted 
Vora (44) and Joseph for 
want of evidence.

The CBI had alleged 
Joseph provided the SIM 
cards and some money to 
help execute the conspir-
acy to kill Dey. The pros-
ecution, however, failed to 
submit adequate evidence 
to establish the same.

According to the pros-
ecution, the killing was 
carried out at the behest of 
Rajan, who had purport-
edly been ‘unhappy’ with 
the negative reports that 
Dey had been writing on 
his health and his dimin-

ishing clout in the crime 
world.

Rajan, who appeared 
during today’s court pro-
ceedings via video con-
ferencing from New Del-
hi’s Tihar jail where he is 
lodged, said “theek hai” 
(alright) when the judge 
read out the sentence and 
asked if he wanted to say 
anything.

Last year, Rajan was 
convicted by a court in 
Delhi and sentenced to 
seven years imprisonment 
in a fake passport case.

The prosecution had 
examined 155 witnesses 
in the case.

A total of 12 accused 
were arrested in the case, 
including Rajan, Satish 
Kalya, the shooter, and 
Vora. One of the accused, 
Vinod Asrani, died in 2015 
after prolonged illness.

The accused were 
booked under various sec-
tions of the IPC related 
to murder, criminal con-
spiracy and destruction 
of evidence and under 
relevant sections of the 
MCOCA and the Arms Act.

The prosecution ear-
lier demanded the maxi-
mum punishment (death 
penalty) for the convicts, 
saying Dey, as a journalist, 
represented the fourth pil-
lar of democracy.

Prosecutor Pradeep 
Gharat  had said  the 
court, while sentenc-
ing, must keep in mind 
it needed to send out a 
“strong message”.

Remembering the Mahatma



Yerevan, May 2 (PTI/AFP): Tens 
of thousands of Armenians 
converged on the capital today, 
blocking key transport links and 
government buildings, as popu-
lar anger exploded over the ruling 
party’s rejection of opposition 
leader Nikol Pashinyan’s bid to 
become prime minister.

In an unprecedented show 
of defiance, protesters including 
elderly people, pupils and even 
housewives paralysed Yerevan, 
with streets closed to traffic, and 
the subway and numerous stores 
shut. The poor, Moscow-allied 
nation was plunged into its most 
serious political crisis in years last 
month when mass demonstra-
tions led by Pashinyan forced the 
resignation of longtime leader 
Serzh Sarkisian.

Crowds of protesters across 
the city today waved national 
flags, blew vuvuzelas and shout-
ed “Free, independent Armenia!”, 
turning a new day of rallies into a 
street carnival.

Leading supporters on a 

march, Pashinyan pledged to 
ramp up pressure on the authori-
ties.

“Various scenarios are under 
discussion, under each scenario 
the people will win,” said Pashin-
yan who was wearing his trade-
mark khaki-coloured T-shirt and 
a baseball cap.

Suburban train services were 
disrupted and the road link-
ing Yerevan with its airport was 
blocked, forcing travellers to drag 
their luggage on foot.

The central bank warned Ar-
menians against a run on banks, 
saying it was capable of ensur-
ing the “stability of the country’s 
financial system.” Protesters said 
they would persist for as long as 
it takes to oust the ruling elites 
from power to rid the country of 
poverty and corruption.

“The people will not give up, 
protests will not subside,” said 
Sergey Konsulyan, a 45-year-old 
businessman.

Student Gayane Amiragyan, 
19, added: “We will win because 

we are united, the whole Arme-
nian people are united.” On so-
cial media, Armenians launched 
a “name and shame” campaign 
against lawmakers, forcing the 
parliament speaker to ask them 
to stop harassing MPs.

“I urge a halt to the persecu-
tion of lawmakers, stop insulting 
them on social media, on the 
streets and public places and 
publishing their addresses and 
phone numbers,” said Ara Bab-
loyan. In parliament, lawmakers 
could not convene for a session 
due to the absence of a quorum, 
with the Prosperous Armenia 
party declaring a boycott over 
“an emergency situation in the 
country.” 

Lawmakers will try to elect 
a prime minister next Tuesday, 
Babloyan said. If they fail again, 
the legislature will be dissolved 
and early elections called.

In the second city of Gyumri 
- which hosts a Russian military 
base - and the smaller town of 
Maralik, demonstrators burst 

into the mayor’s offices, demand-
ing the local authorities join the 
protest movement.Acting head 
of government Karen Karapetyan 
urged talks to end the crisis.

“A prime minister should only 
be elected in parliament accord-
ing to the constitution,” he said.

Armenians’ famed good hu-
mour and temperament were 
on full display as they turned 
the general strike into a colour-
ful spectacle, performing the 
country’s national dance at the 
roadblocks and grilling meat.

A photo of a little boy blocking 
a street with his tiny toy cars went 
viral, as did a picture of a coffin 
outside the offices of the ruling 
party in the small town of Artik.

Pashinyan urged Armenians 
to launch a general strike after 
the ruling Republican Party on 
Tuesday shot down his bid for 
prime minister following weeks 
of protests against Sarkisian and 
Armenia’s corrupt elite.

Parliament voted 45 in favour 
to 55 against Pashinyan, with 

Sarkisian’s Republican Party say-
ing he was not a suitable candi-
date for the top job.

Pashinyan - who was the 
sole candidate in the running 
for prime minister -- was widely 
expected to get elected.

But his failure has plunged 
the Moscow-allied nation into 
uncertainty, with observers ex-
pressing concern that the turmoil 
could destabilise the country and 
the wider region.

Pashinyan has ruled out any 
possibility of clashes between 
protesters and police but the risk 
of violence has not been lost on 
politicians in a country locked in 
a decades-long territorial dispute 
with Azerbaijan. 

Pashinyan’s protest move-
ment had accused Sarkisian 
and his party of a power grab, 
saying the former leader wanted 
to extend his grip on power by 
becoming premier after serving 
as president for a decade, de-
spite failing to tackle a litany of 
problems. 

Wa s h i n g t o n , Ma y  2 
(IANS): Eighteen US states 
have sued President Don-
ald Trumps administration 
over its push to “reconsid-
er” greenhouse gas emis-
sion rules for the country’s 
auto fleet, launching a 
legal battle over one of 
former President Barack 
Obama’s efforts to address 
Climate Change.

Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) Admin-
istrator Scott Pruitt in April 
said he would revisit the 
Obama-era rules, which 
aim to raise efficiency re-
quirements to about 50 
miles per gallon by 2025. 
Pruitt’s agency said that the 
standards are “based on 
outdated information” and 
that new data suggests “the 
current standards may be 
too stringent”, The Wash-
ington Post reported.

But in the lawsuit, the 
states contend that the 
EPA acted “arbitrarily and 
capriciously” in changing 
course on the greenhouse 
gas regulations.

“This phalanx of states 
will defend the nation’s 
clean car standards to 
boost gas mileage and 
curb toxic air pollution,” 
California Governor Jerry 
Brown (D) said in a state-
ment announcing the suit, 
which was filed on Tuesday 
in the US Court of Appeals 
for the District of Columbia 
Circuit. The lawsuit comes 
amid a larger struggle over 
climate policy regarding 
US cars and light trucks. 
The Trump administra-

tion has drafted a propos-
al that would freeze the 
federal standards at 2021 
levels, leaving them well 
below levels targeted under 
Obama.

The Trump adminis-
tration plan, which is not 
final, would also challenge 
California’s ability to set its 
own fuel-efficiency rules.

California has a sepa-
rate set of standards that, 
because of the state’s huge 
car market, have pushed 
automakers to produce 
more fuel-efficient vehi-
cles. 

According to figures 
from the California New 
Car Dealers Association, 
California’s 2,048,000 new 
car sales in 2017 repre-
sented about 12 percent 
of the 17 million-plus cars 
sold in the United States 
last year.

Twelve other states 
participating in the law-
suit - including New York 
- have followed California 
in setting more stringent 
emission standards. The 
total market involved is 
36 percent of sales in the 
United States, according 
to Margo Oge, a former 
EPA official who helped 
the agency set auto regu-
lations during the Obama 
years.

“If you are a car com-
pany, that is a pretty big 
deal. You have uncertainty 
how this thing is going to 
work out, and today you 
have to be investing in cars 
you’re going to build five 
years from now,” she said. 

London, May 2 (IANS): Confidence 
in Britain’s Brexit negotiations end-
ing successfully have hit a new low, 
according to a new opinion poll.

A poll published on Tuesday by 
the Guardian newspaper and ICM 
revealed that only 28 per cent think 
the Brexit talks will conclude satis-
factorily, against 47 percent who now 
think they will end unsatisfactorily, 
Xinhua reported. 

In a similar poll in December 
39 per cent feared an unsatisfac-
tory outcome, but 35 per cent were 
confident of a satisfactory outcome. 

The results came as Prime Min-
ister Theresa May and her cabinet 
met at 10 Downing Street to discuss 
a string of votes in the House of 
Commons Monday. The votes saw 
unelected peers in the House of 
Lords backing amendments against 
May’s flagship European Union 
withdrawal bill.

The biggest blow was an amend-

ment passed by 335 votes to 244, 
which would give MPs the power 
to stop Britain from leaving the EU 
without a deal, or make May return 
to the negotiating table, ruling out a 
no-deal scenario. Journalists briefed 
after the cabinet meeting were told 
later that May and cabinet ministers 

expressed strong disappointment 
at the defeats in the House of Lords 
over the EU withdrawal bill. 

Downing Street said there was 
concern the amendments risked ty-
ing the government’s hands behind 
its back in negotiations. 

May’s spokesperson said both 
the Prime Minister and the Brexit 
secretary, David Davis, said the gov-
ernment would be robust when the 
EU withdrawal bill returned to the 
House of Commons after complet-
ing its passage in the House of Lords. 

In a Tuesday radio interview 
International Trade Secretary Liam 
Fox said it was not acceptable for 
the unelected House of Lords to try 
to block the democratic will of the 
British people, who voted by a 52-48 
margin in June, 2016 to leave the EU. 

Fox said the House of Lords 
amendment opened up the possibil-
ity of delaying Britain’s exit from the 
EU indefinitely. 

Seoul, May 2 (PTI/AFP): 
South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in today dis-
missed claims that US 
troops stationed in the 
country would have to 
leave if a peace treaty was 
signed with the North. 

Seoul and Pyongyang 
have remained techni-
cally at war since the 
1950s but Moon and 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un agreed at a land-
mark summit last week 
to work towards a per-
manent treaty to replace 
a 65-year-old armistice 
agreement.

“US Forces  Korea 
(USFK) is a matter of the 
South Korea-US alliance. 

It has nothing to do with 
signing a peace treaty,” 
Moon said, referring to 
the agreement that sees 
28,500 US forces based in 
the South.

Moon’s comments 
came after a presiden-
tial adviser publicly sug-
gested the presence of US 
soldiers, sailors and air-
men would be called into 
question if a peace treaty 
were to be agreed with 
Pyongyang.

Moon Chung-in had 
written in Foreign Affairs 
magazine that it would 
be “difficult to justify (US 
forces) continuing pres-
ence in South Korea” after 
the adoption of a peace 

treaty.
The Blue House -- 

President Moon’s office 
-- has warned the adviser 
“not to cause any more 
confusion,” with such 
comments, spokesman 
Kim Eui-kyeom said.

The rebuttal came as 
Seoul’s defence ministry 
confirmed that several US 
fighter jets had arrived in 
the country to take part in 
a regular joint exercises.

The F-22 “Raptor” 
stealth fighters last came 
to the South in December 
when Seoul and Washing-
ton staged their largest-
ever joint air exercise, days 
after North Korea test-fired 
a missile believed to be 

capable of hitting the US 
mainland.\ Local media 
reported eight F-22 jets 
had arrived Sunday at an 
airbase in the southern 
city of Gwangju.

The North customarily 
reacts with anger to the 
deployment of American 
stealth fighters, which it 
fears could be used for 
surgical strikes against its 
leadership and strategic 
facilities.

However, Kim Jong Un 
has recently shown a more 
conciliatory attitude, tell-
ing Seoul envoy Chung 
Eui-yong in March that he 
understood the need for 
the US-South Korea joint 
exercises.

Washington, May 2 (PTI): For 
long, US President Donald Trump 
has criticised the media for pub-
lishing “fake news”. Now it has 
emerged that he may have faked 
his own bill of health. 

Trump’s former doctor Harold 
Bornstein has said he did not 
write a 2015 letter declaring the 
then-Republican presidential 
candidate’s “astonishingly excel-
lent” health, according to a US 
media report.

“He dictated that whole letter. 
I didn’t write that letter,” Born-
stein told CNN about 71-year-old 
Trump, who became the oldest 
president to be elected in US his-
tory.

“I just made it up as I went 
along,” Bornstein, a gastroenter-
ologist, best known as Trump’s 
personal physician, told the net-
work yesterday.

“His  ( Tr ump’s)  physical 
strength and stamina are extraor-
dinary,” he had crowed in the let-
ter, which was released by Trump’s 
campaign in December 2015. 

“If elected, Mr. Trump, I can 
state unequivocally, will be the 
healthiest individual ever elected 
to the presidency,” Bornstein had 
said.

The missive did not offer much 
medical evidence for those claims 
beyond citing a blood pressure of 
110/65, described by Bornstein 
as “astonishingly excellent.” It 

claimed that Trump had lost 15 
pounds over the preceding year. 
And it described his cardiovascu-
lar health as “excellent.” 

“That’s black humour, that let-
ter. That’s my sense of humor,” he 
said. “It’s like the movie ‘Fargo’: It 
takes the truth and moves it in a 
different direction.” 

He said Trump read out the 
language as Bornstein and his wife 
were driving across Central Park.

“( Trump) dictated the let-
ter and I would tell him what he 
couldn’t put in there,” he said. 
“They came to pick up their letter 
at 4 o’clock or something.” 

The White House did not re-
spond to a request for comment 
about Bornstein’s claim, CNN 
said.

It is not clear why Bornstein is 
making these allegations now.

The admission is an about face 
from his answer more than two 
years when the letter was released 
and answers one of the lingering 
questions about the last presiden-
tial election, CNN commented.

A few weeks ahead of its re-
lease, Trump had tweeted that 
Bornstein’s medical report would 
show “perfection”.

“I am fortunate to have been 
blessed with great genes,” Trump 
wrote on Facebook at the time.

In January this year Trump 
had a three-hour examination 
amid speculation over his mental 

health.
Meanwhile, Bornstein also 

said that Trump’s ex-bodyguard 
Keith Schiller had carried out a 
“raid” on his offices in February 
2017, removing all of Trump’s 
medical records.

The incident happened two 
days after Bornstein told a news-
paper that he had for years pre-
scribed Propecia, a hair growth 
medicine, for Trump.

Bornstein told NBC News 
that he was not given a form au-
thorising him to release Trump’s 
records, and that Schiller, along 
with Trump Organisation lawyer 
Alan Garten, took the originals 
and copies of Trump’s charts and 
lab reports, including records filed 
under pseudonyms. 

The raid left him “raped, fright-
ened and sad”, Bornstein said. 

But White House press secre-
tary Sarah Sanders later insisted 
that the incident was not a raid 
and that it was “standard proce-
dure” for the White House Medi-
cal Unit to take possession of the 
president’s medical records. 

Trump has been highly critical 
of some of the US media outlets 
for not toeing his line. 

He also instituted The Fake 
News Awards this year to point out 
the news outlets he said were re-
sponsible for misrepresenting him 
or producing false reports both 
before, and during, his presidency.

Sydney, May 2 (IANS): Visit-
ing French President Em-
manuel Macron has urged 
the Australian government 
to intensify its efforts in the 
fight against climate change 
and expressed his concern 
for the future of the coun-
tries in the Pacific.

“Numerous states in the 
Pacific are at direct risk of 
disappearing completely in 
only a few years if we do not 
take action,” Macron said at 
a dinner on Tuesday night 

at the Sydney Opera House, 
attended by the Australian 
Prime Minister Malcolm 
Turnbull and his wife as 
well as French politicians, 
businessmen and expatri-
ates.

Macron stressed that 
the fight against climate 
change is an “absolute pri-
ority” and urged the Turn-
bull administration to show 
the “power of conviction” 
in confronting this global 
issue, despite the opposi-

tion they may face, reports 
Efe news.

“I am aware of the po-
litical and economic debate 
surrounding this problem 
in the country, and I respect 
it, but I believe that the real 
leaders are those who can 
respect existing interests 
and at the same time decide 
to participate in something 
broader and more strate-
gic,” the president said.

“There is no Planet B,” 
Macron said, stressing that 

the fight against climate 
change is an “historic op-
portunity”.

Australia committed in 
the Paris Accord to reducing 
its emissions by 26 to 28 per 
cent from the 2005 levels by 
2030, a target that Canberra 
says it will meet “without 
compromising economic 
growth and jobs”.

On Wednesday morn-
ing, Macron joined a spe-
cial ceremony honouring 
Australian and French war 
veterans in Sydney.

It is expected that later 
Wednesday the two lead-
ers will discuss the growing 
influence of China in the 
Pacific, where France main-
tains overseas territories, 
as well as the Iran nuclear 
deal.

Regarding trade, Ma-
cron and Turnbull are ex-
pected to discuss France’s 
resistance against a poten-
tial free trade agreement 
between Australia and the 
European Union (EU). 

Although not on the 
agenda, it is expected 
that both leaders will also 
talk about the contract 
of French company Na-
val Group (DCNS) to build 
Australia’s new fleet of 12 
submarines in the ship-
yards in the southern city 
of Adelaide.
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News IN BrIef
27 killed in twin blasts in Nigeria
Lagos, May 2 (IANS): At least 27 people have been killed 
and 56 injured after two blasts rocked Nigeria’s Mubi 
town in Adamawa, officials said. Two suicide bombers 
have carried out the attacks on Tuesday, Xinhua news 
agency reported citing Ahmad Sajoh, Adamawa state 
Commissioner of Information and Strategy. The first blast 
took place inside the mosque, while the second bomber 
detonated his improvised explosive device near a clothes 
market outside the same mosque.

Afghanistan to ensure security of 
journalists
Kabul, May 2 (IANS): The Afghanistan government on 
Wednesday assured that no efforts will be spared to ensure 
the security and safety of the journalists and described the 
attacks on them as crimes against the freedom of press 
and humanity. “There is no difference between terrorists. 
No matter which group claims responsibility for targeting 
journalists, it is a terrorist attack and a crime against media 
men and against humanity,” the government’s Chief  
Executive Abdullah Abdullah was quoted as saying by 
Xinhua news agency. Abdullah was speaking at a ceremony 
in the Afghan capital to mark the World Press Day. 
The three attacks in Kabul on Monday killed 41 people 
including 10 journalists.  Earlier on Tuesday night, Afghan 
National Security Advisor Mohammad Hanif  Atmar 
chaired an emergency meeting with media organisations 
and activists and listened to their concerns, demands and 
suggestions.

Suicide attack on Libya election 
commission kills 12
Tripoli, May 2 (PTI/AFP): Suicide attackers killed at least 
12 people at Libya’s electoral commission in the capital 
Tripoli today, authorities in the violence-wracked country 
said, after witnesses reported thick smoke and gunfire.  The 
internationally backed Government of National Accord 
(GNA) said it was dealing with “the consequences of the 
cowardly suicide attack” after the health ministry put the 
toll at 12 dead and seven wounded.Four armed assailants 
attacked the building this morning, a senior security official 
in Tripoli, Mohamad al-Damja, told AFP. “They killed the 
guards before opening fire at people on the premises,” he 
said. At least two of the attackers detonated their explosives 
when the security forces arrived, Damja added, describing 
the building as seriously damaged after it caught on fire.

Sri Lankan president appoints new 
ministers
Colombo, May 2 (IANS): Sri Lankan President 
Maithripala Sirisena on Wednesday appointed new 
ministers, a day after he reshuffled his cabinet. Eighteen 
ministers -- 10 deputy, eight state -- took oath before 
Sirisena, reports Xinhua news agency. The reshuffle took 
place after the defection of six ministers from the Sri Lanka 
Freedom Party (SLFP) to the opposition last month. The 
defected ministers had voted in favour of a no-confidence 
motion on Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe when it 
was taken up in Parliament. The reshuffle is seen to bring 
in unity between the SLFP and the United National Party 
(UNP), who are coalition partners.

Mike Pompeo takes oath as 
Secretary of State
Washington, May 2 (PTI): Former CIA director Mike 
Pompeo was today sworn-in as the US Secretary of State. 
Pompeo, 54, was administered the oath of office by Vice 
President Mike Pence. He replaces Rex Tillerson, who was 
fired by President Donald Trump in March. Trump drove 
down to the State Department for the formal swearing in 
ceremony of Pompeo. This was his first trip to the State 
Department. Pompeo is the 70th Secretary of State.

44 missing in Sao Paulo blaze 
building collapse — Firefighters
Sao Paulo, May 2 (PTI/AFP): Forty-four people were 
listed as still missing today after a 24-storey building used 
by squatters in central Sao Paulo was engulfed in fire and 
collapsed, the Brazilian city’s fire department said.  In the 
immediate aftermath of the disaster yesterday only three 
were unaccounted for, including one man who was seconds 
from being successfully rescued by firefighters before the 
building suddenly crashed down. “The fire department 
is continuing to search, currently with 31 vehicles, 78 
firefighters,” the department tweeted. “44 missing.”  There 
was no indication whether the large number of missing were 
considered likely to have been killed and buried under the 
rubble, or whether they simply were not there at the time.

AP/PTI

French President Emmanuel Macron, left, and Australian Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull clap during a war 
commemorative ceremony in Sydney, Wednesday, May 2, 2018. Macron is on a three-day visit to Australia.

Tens of thousands of Armenians shut 
down capital in show of defiance

18 US states sue Trump admin. 
over emission rules for vehicles

British PM faces Brexit challenge from her party

S Korea: US troops withdrawal not linked to possible peace treaty

Did Donald Trump fake his bill of 
health ahead of 2016 election?

Macron urges Australia to intensify Climate Change efforts
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Christina Aguilera to release song produced by Kanye West
The ‘Beautiful’ hitmaker is said to be planning on dropping the “tribal-like” track pro-
duced by the 40-year-old rapper “this week.” A source told The New York Post’s PageSix 
Column that the song “is produced by Kanye [West] and that “It’s very tribal-like, with 
heavy drum samples . . .” The insider also teased that that her first single from her 
forthcoming record, thought to be called ‘Liberation’, will feature another “big” artist 
and that her album is a complete new direction for Christina who has given her image 
an overall with the help of a new manager. They added that “the first proper single 
from the album will be a big duet, but her team isn’t ready to announce the other 
singer -- yet. “Christina has changed her look, her management has got her great new 
artists and consultants to work with, she’s in a great place.” (Femalefirst.co.uk)

Johnny 
Depp sued 
by former 
bodyguards

Bruce Springsteen’s broadway show earns special Tony Award

Shannen Doherty 
to undergo surgery

Kim Kardashian working with Ivanka 
Trump to pardon Alice Marie Johnson

Slavery sounds like a ‘choice’ to Kanye West

H
ollywood 
star Johnny 
Depp’s two 
former 
bodyguards 

are taking him to court 
for unpaid wages and for 
forcing them to work in 
dangerous conditions.

Eugene Arreola, a 
retired police detective, 
and Miguel Sanchez first 
started protecting Depp, 
54, in 2013 when they 
were employed by a secu-
rity corporation, accord-
ing to a complaint they 
filed here on Tuesday, 
reports people.com.

They have claimed 
the dangerous conditions 
included exposure to 
“illegal substances” and 
loaded weapons and that 
they were made to work 
as de facto babysitters 
for Depp’s minor child 
and were also “forced 
to protect (Depp) from 
himself”.

In 2016, the duo say 
they were hired as part of 
Depp’s personal in-house 
security team. Around 
that time, they “began 
to notice a stark change 
in Depp and the atmos-
phere on his Hollywood 
Hills compound”, accord-
ing to the complaint.

“Depp began mak-
ing sudden and drastic 
changes to his staff and 
management team, caus-
ing a significant financial 
crunch for everyone sur-
rounding Depp, except 
for Depp himself,” the 
complaint read.

Arreola and Sanchez 
have said in the note 

that they accepted the 
in-house detail because 
they “were loyal to Depp 
and his family and 
understanding of the 
financial hurricane Depp 
was in”.

Depp is currently 
embroiled in a $25 
million lawsuit with his 
former business man-
agers, whom he claims 
mismanaged the $650 
million he has made in 
the last two decades to 
the point of depletion. 
His former managers 
claim the actor’s allegedly 
extravagant spending is 
to blame for his financial 
woes.

Once Arreola and 
Sanchez started working 
for Depp directly, they 
say they noticed their 
paychecks were missing 
“overtime and rest pay”. 
They also claim that from 
2016 to 2018, they did not 
receive overtime pay or 
“meal and rest breaks as 
mandated by law” and 
were “misclassified as 
independent contractors 
when they were clearly 
hired as employees”, 
people.com reports.

They complained 
they were “constantly 
used as drivers, driving 
back and forth at Depp’s 
or his family’s beckoning” 
and were “asked repeat-
edly to drive vehicles that 
contained illegal sub-
stances” and “open con-
tainers” and “were asked 
to monitor unstable 
individuals in (Depp’s) 
life and entourage”.

IANS

B
ruce Springsteen 
will inch a little 
closer to an EGOT 
at this year’s Tony 
Awards.

Springsteen on Broadway, 
initially announced last year as 
an eight-week residency at the 
975-seat Walter Kerr Theatre, 
has proven wildly success-
ful since making its official 
bow. Last month, Springsteen 
added 81 shows to his Broad-
way docket, extending the 
show through December and 
amounting to 236 dates in all.

In a live-streamed an-
nouncement of this year’s 
Tony Awards nominations 
today, host Leslie Odom Jr. 
revealed that Springsteen on 
Broadway will also be honored 

with a special Tony for what 
Odom described as “a theater-
going experience of extraordi-
nary dimensions.”

As Rolling Stone reports, 
Springsteen will be one of two 
artists to receive a special Tony 
this year; he’ll be joined by 
John Leguizamo, who’s being 
celebrated for a career of so-
cially conscious storytelling.

It isn’t clear whether 
Springsteen — whose awards 
mantel already boasts six 
Grammys and an Oscar — will 
be on hand for the Tonys, 
which are scheduled to take 
place June 10; it isn’t a show 
night for him, but you don’t 
get to be the Boss by leaving a 
lot of room on your calendar. 
In the meantime, fans can also 

look forward to the impending 
arrival of a new solo album, 
which Springsteen has said 
was written and tabled several 
years ago and draws musical 
inspiration from ‘70s Califor-
nia pop.

“I don’t know if people 
will hear those influences, 
but that was what I had in my 
mind,” said Springsteen. “It 
gave me something to hook 
an album around. It gave me 
some inspiration to write. It’s 
a singer-songwriter record, 
connected to my solo records 
writing-wise, more Tunnel of 
Love and Devils and Dust; but 
it’s not like them at all. Just 
different characters living their 
lives.”

Ultimateclassicrock

T
V comedian Kapil 
Sharma has sent a 
legal notice to a digital 
portal and a journalist 
working in it, seeking a 

public apology and Rs 100 crore in 
damages for allegedly publishing 
defamatory articles against him, 
his lawyer said. 

Sharma claims that Vicky 
Lalwani, 
working 
with 9X Me-
dia Pvt. Ltd, 
allegedly 
published 
“false, 
malicious, 
fraudulent 
articles” on 
the digital 
platform 
Spotboye.

“In 
view of the 
articles by 
Lalwani on 
Spotboye 
to willfully 
defame 
my client, we have sent them a 
legal notice to publicly apologise 
within seven days failing which 
we will institute civil and crimi-
nal proceedings against both,” 
Sharma’s advocate Tanveer Nizam 
said in a statement.

It claimed damages “to the 
tune of Rs One Hundred Crore to 
be deposited in National Defence 

Fund”. 
Sharma has also demanded 

that the journalist tender an 
“unconditional public apology” 
within seven days of receiving the 
notice. 

Lalwani told PTI that he had 
not received the notice yet. 

Sharma, a popular stand-up 
comedian and actor, became a 

household name with shows like 
“Comedy Nights with Kapil”, “The 
Kapil Sharma Show” and “Fam-
ily Time with Kapil Sharma”. The 
actor is currently on a break amid 
reports of his ill health. 

According to the notice, Lal-
wani under the “guise of journal-
ism” has been publishing defama-
tory articles against Sharma with 

the help of the actor’s former asso-
ciates since March 18, 2017. 

“My client states that you have 
in close nexus with his earlier 
managers/associates Ms. Neeti 
and Ms. Preeti Simoes and have 
maliciously and in collusion and 
connivance with them and also in 
furtherance of a common inten-
tion to defame and tarnish the 

reputation 
of my cli-
ent. 

“...This 
informa-
tion was 
spread with 
a design 
to defame 
my client 
and malign 
his image 
in the eyes 
of his fans, 
industry 
and public 
at large,” 
the notice 
read. 

The 
notice claims that Sharma’s “hard-
earned” reputation has suffered 
grave and irreparable damage. 

Sharma had recently criticised 
Lalwani in a series of tweets after 
which the journalist had released 
a expletive-laden telephonic con-
versation between him and the 
comedian.

PTI

R
eality TV 
star Kim 
Kardashian is 
in talks with 
Ivanka Trump, 

daughter of US Presi-
dent Donald Trump, 
and senior adviser of the 
President Jared Kushner 
to pardon Alice Marie 
Johnson jailed for life for 
money laundering.

According to tmz.
com, Kim has been work-
ing with Jared and Ivanka 
for several months on 
Johnson’s freedom and 
has got her attorney 
Shawn Holley involved as 
well. Johnson’s file is now 
on President Trump’s 
desk for review.

Johnson was sen-
tenced to life in prison 

without parole in 1997 
on money laundering 
and drug conspiracy 
charges -- her first of-
fense. The 62-year-old 
gained national atten-
tion last year when Kim 
tweeted out a story 
about her case.

Johnson wrote a 
thank-you note to Kim 
expressing her “deep 

and heartfelt gratitude” 
for shining a light on the 
unfair situation. 

“Ms Kardashian you 
are literally helping to 
save my life and restore 
me to my family. I was 
drowning and you have 
thrown me a life jacket 
and given me hope,” said 
Johnson.

IANS

R
apper Kanye West says 
the slavery culture for 
many centuries may 
have been a “choice”.

After his comment 
created a stir, he took to Twitter 
to explain his point, saying he 
meant that people “were mentally 
enslaved”. 

In an interview with TMZ, the 
rapper, who has been tweeting 
out support for US presi-
dent Donald Trump in 
recent weeks, was talking 
about the President, 
free thinking and labels 
before he moved onto 
slavery, reports the-
guardian.com. 

“When you hear 
about slavery for 400 
years. For 400 years? That 
sounds like a choice. You 
was there for 400 years and 
it’s all of you all. 

“It is like we were mentally 
in prison. I like the word prison 
because slavery goes too direct to 
the idea of blacks. Slavery is to 
blacks as the Holocaust is 
to Jews. Prison is some-
thing that unites as 

one race, blacks and whites, that 
we’re the human race,” he said. 

Kanye then proceeded to talk 
directly to the entire office before 
a reporter Van Lathan shot back at 
him for his comments. “I actually 
don’t think you’re 

think-
ing 

anything,” he said.
Kanye’s comments were met by 

anger on social media. The rapper 
also ranted out his frustration on 
Twitter. 

“To make myself clear. Of 
course I know that slaves did not 
get shackled and put on a boat 
by free will. My point is for us to 
have stayed in that position even 
though the numbers were on our 
side means that we were mentally 
enslaved,” Kanye tweeted. 

“They cut out our tongues so 
we couldn’t communicate to 

each other. I will not allow my 
tongue to be cut... We are pro-
grammed to always talk and 
fight race issues. We need to 
update our conversation.

“The reason why I 
brought up the 400 years 
point is because we can’t 
be mentally imprisoned for 
another 400 years. We need 
free thought now. Even the 

statement was an example of 
free thought. It was just an idea. 

Once again I am being attacked for 
presenting new ideas,” the rapper 
continued. 

IANS

O
ne year after 
announc-
ing that 
her breast 
cancer is in 

remission, actress-pro-
ducer Shannen Doherty 
is going in for surgery.

The actress, 47, did 
not share the exact na-
ture of the procedure but 
told fans on social media 
Tuesday that as per her 
doctor’s recommenda-
tion, she use autologous 
blood banking, which 
means storing your own 
blood, ahead of the sur-
gery, reports people.com

“My doctor had me 
bank some blood for my 
upcoming surgery,” Do-
herty wrote on Instagram 
along with a photo of her 
and her phlebotomist.

“(Phlebotomis) Mars 
P was patient with me 
and didn’t even roll his 
eyes at my anxiety over 
the needle size. He was 
patient, kind and really 
good. As I sat there bank-
ing blood for myself, I 
asked him about some of 

the people also donat-
ing… especially the ones 
with TVs,” she added.

Doherty further 
stated: “So two of them 
come every 2 weeks and 
donate platelets which 
takes 2 hours. Another 
girl comes as often as 
allowed to donate blood. 
To say I’m moved by the 
generosity of people is an 
understatement.”

Doherty said: “As 
long as I’m cleared in the 
future, I will start donat-
ing.”

“Thank you to those 
selfless humans that do-
nate. Thank you to Mars 
and all at the clinic in 
Woodland Hills for your 
smiles and hard work. 
Thank you to the Ameri-
can Red Cross. Humbled 
again.”

Earlier this month, 
Doherty said she was 
“staying positive” after a 
post-cancer tumour scan 
came back “elevated” but 
stressed she remained in 
remission.

IANS

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

11 am, 2 pm, 5 pm: Avengers: Infinity 
War (Eng) 3D
8 pm: Avengers : Infinity War (Eng) 2D

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Kapil Sharma 
sends legal 
notice to 
journalist
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RCB pacers deliver in crunch situation 
to eke out 14-run win over Mumbai Indians

Assam Rifles Karate 
team takes Kotaka’s Cup

SC may reconsider one-state, one-
vote policy relating to MCA, CCI

Thai ‘dwarf giant’ Wanheng equals Mayweather’s 50-0 record

FIFA proposes staging a new mini-WC every two yearsEngland pip India to become top ODI side

Open penalty shootout at Zhadima

The Assam Rifles’ Karate team along with the coach at the Tal Katora Stadium in New Delhi.

FIFA president Gianni Infantino.

Wanheng Menayothin 

Mumbai Indians’ Krunal Pandya  reacts after misses a shot against  Royal Challengers Bangalore during the IPL 2018 cricket match at Chinnaswamy 
Stadium in Bengaluru on Tuesday.

PTI

Bengaluru, May 2 (PTI): 
Royal Challengers Bana-
glore pacers blew away 
the Mumbai Indians’ top 
order before shining in 
the death overs to set up a 
much-needed 14-run win, 
which kept them alive in 
the IPL Play-offs race, here 
tonight.

Mumbai Indians bowl-
ers had also exploited a 
difficult batting track but 
leaked a few runs towards to 
end to allow the hosts post 
167 for seven, which was a 
fighting total under chal-
lenging conditions. 

Captain Virat Kohli (32) 
and Brendon McCullum 
(37) added 60 quick runs 
in the middle overs to help 
RCB recover from a slow 
start and Colin de Grand-
homme (23 from 10) hit 
three sixes in the last over, 
bowled by fellow New Zea-

lander Mitchell McClena-
ghan, to provide a flour-
ishing finish to the RCB 
innings. 

Opener Manan Vohra 
(45) played a useful knock 
at the top before being 
trapped by Mayank Mar-
kande.

MI all-rounder Hardik 
Pandya (3/28) scalped three 
batsmen and effected a run 
out to stop the hosts from 
running away with a big 
total but it proved enough 
in the end as all Mumbai 
Indians managed was 153 
for seven. 

With this win, RCB have 
now moved to fifth place 
in the table with six points 
ahead of Rajasthan Royals 
while Mumbai are now sev-
enth with just four points 
from eight matches.

The RCB bowlers, spe-
cially Umesh Yadav, pro-

duced hostile fats bowling 
spell upfront to peg Mum-
bai Indians back while Tim 
Southee (2/25) and Mo-
hammed Siraj (2/28) deliv-
ered the goods in the death 
overs. 

The visitors’ chase suf-
fered a huge setback as they 
lost three wickets inside 
four overs. Southee got rid 
of Ishan Kishan (0) and then 
Yadav scalped Suryakumar 
Yadav (9) and rival captain 
Rohit Sharma (0) in succes-
sive balls. 

It was a gem of a ball 
that did Rohit in as the 
ball came in and flew after 
pitching, took a faint edge 
and Quinton de Kock leapt 
to his left to complete the 
sensational catch. 

Kieron Pollard (13) and 
JP Duminy (23) had an on-
erous task at hand but Siraj 
had the West Indian caught 

Krunal hit de Grand-
homme for a massive six 
before Hardik found two 
boundaries to take 17 runs 
from the 16th over. The 
brother had put on a 50-
run stand to get closer 
to the total. The visitors 
needed 45 from the last 
four but Southee bowled 
exceptionally well by con-
ceding just five runs in the 
18th over.

Siraj sent back Kru-
nal (23) to end his 56-run 
partnership with Hardik 
and now Mumbai needed 
28 from nine balls. South-
ee struck again and this 
time he removed Hardik, 
caught by Kohli in the 
deep, in the first ball of 
the final over. With that 
wicket Mumbai were out 
of the game.

Earlier, as the wicket 
offered turned and pacers 
too generated pace, Mum-
bai Indians succeeded 
in straight-jacketing the 
RCB batsmen. Since it had 
rained, there was damp-
ness in the wicket, causing 
the ball to come a slow on 
the bat. 

Vohra broke the shack-
les by creaming off 22 runs 
from South African all-
rounder JP Duminy’s sec-
ond over.

McClenaghan, though, 
kept troubling Quinton de 
Kock (7) , who struggled 
badly to connect the bat 
with the ball and was even-
tually caught brilliantly by 
Rohit Sharma at short mid-
wicket off the Kiwi pace-
man.

Zürich, May 2 (Reuters):  
FIFA president Gianni In-
fantino has proposed stag-
ing what would effectively 
be a mini-World Cup, fea-
turing eight international 
teams, every two years in 
addition to the traditional 
event.

T h e  t o u r n a m e n t , 
known as the “Final 8”, 
would be the climax of a 
proposed global Nations 
League competition, part 
of an ambitious plan to re-
form international football 
which FIFA believes could 
be worth $25 billion in a 12-
year cycle.

In a letter seen by Reu-
ters, Infantino, who has al-
ready overseen the enlarge-
ment of the existing World 
Cup from 32 to 48 teams 
starting in 2026, suggested 
that the new tournament 

Dubai, May 2 (IANS): England leap-
frogged India to gain the No.1 spot in the 
International Cricket Council’s (ICC) One-
Day International (ODI) rankings after 
the annual update which saw the men-
in-blue losing a point to be positioned at 
second in the latest rankings released here 
on Wednesday.

England, who last topped the ODI 
rankings in January 2013 have gained eight 
points and moved to 125 points after the 
performances in the 2014-15 season has 
been dropped from the latest calculations 
while those from the 2015-16 and 2016-17 
seasons were weighted at 50 percent.

India, who were at the top before the 
update, have lost a solitary point to slip to 
No.2 with a total of 122 points. 

South Africa, who were second, have 
dropped down to third place after losing 
four points, from 117 to 113, leaving them 
nine points adrift of India and only one 
point ahead of fourth-placed New Zealand.

The remaining places remain un-
changed, meaning that the current top 
10 ranked sides are the ones who will be 

playing in the ICC Cricket World Cup 2019. 
However, there have been some signifi-

cant changes in points.
World champions Australia have lost 

eight points to go down to 104 in fifth posi-
tion and are only two points ahead of ICC 
Champions Trophy 2017 winners Pakistan, 
who have gained six points.

In other changes, Bangladesh (93 
points) have gained three points, Sri Lanka 
(77) have lost seven points, the West Indies 
(69) have lost five points, Afghanistan (63) 
have gained five points, Zimbabwe (55) 
have gained four points and 12th-placed 
Ireland (38) have lost three points.

Meanwhile, in the ICC T20I rankings 
led by Pakistan, there is no change in the 
top seven places but Afghanistan are now 
ahead of Sri Lanka in the eighth slot.

Pakistan (130) and Australia (126) 
remain in the top two positions without 
a change in their points total while India 
have gained two points to reach 123. 

New Zealand (116) are unchanged on 
points while England (115) have gained a 
solitary point.

Dimapur, May 2 (EMN): The Assam Rifles 
Karate team emerged as the overall cham-
pions of the 14th Kotaka’s Cup which was 
conducted at the Tal Katora Stadium in New 
Delhi on April 28 and the 29th.  

The championship was organised by 
the International Karate Federation of India 
Kotaka-ha-shito Ryu Karate-do under the 
aegis of All India Karate federation New 
Delhi. 22 teams including three security 
forces namely the Assam Rifles, the Delhi 
Police, and  the Punjab Police participated 
in the event, an update from the Assam 
Rifles informed on Tuesday.

The Assam Rifles also won the champi-

onship the previous year. The team bagged 
eight gold, six silver, and three bronze med-
als at this championship.

The gold medals were won by Geet 
Chandra (below 55 kg), Sonu (below 60 kg), 
Sagar (below 65 kg), Mohan (below 84 kg), 
Lalrin Sanga (Ind. Kata), Junmoni (below 
48 kg), Arpana (below 53 kg) and Vanshika 
(Ind. Kata). The silver medals were won by 
Vicky Shejul (below 50 kg), Sagar (below 75 
kg), Suresh (below 80 kg), Mainu (below 45 
kg), Beauty (below 53 kg), and Irene (below 
63 kg). The bronze medals were won by 
Kiran (below 70 kg), Ankita (below 53 kg), 
and Zonmowii (below 63 kg).

Kohima, May 2 (EMN): 
Chadanyi Krotho Zhadi-
ma is organising an open 
penalty shootout tourna-
ment at Zhadima local 
ground in Kohima district 
on May 11.

The champions will win 
a cash prize of INR 20, 000 

while the second, third, and 
fourth-placed winners will 
receive INR 10, 000, INR 
5000, and INR 3000 in that 
order.

Forms are available at 
the Sports World at Taxi 
stand in Kohima, Havells 
Galaxy at High School in 

Kohima, and shops at Zhad-
ima. The registration fee has 
been set at INR 1000. The 
last date for the submission 
of forms is May 9. 

For further detai ls 
one may contact the fol-
lowing phone numbers 
9612509095 or 9774418474.

New Delhi, May 2 (PTI):  The vexatious 
recommendation of Justice R M Lodha 
panel on one-state, one-vote policy may be 
reconsidered by the Supreme Court which 
said it may look at the only aspect relating 
to loss of full-time membership of some 
cricket bodies.

One of the Justice Lodha panel’s recom-
mendations, which was later approved by 
the apex court in its 2016 verdict, was that 
there would be one cricket association, hav-
ing full time membership and voting rights 
in the BCCI, in one state.

This had led to the loss of permanent 
membership and voting rights to iconic 
bodies like Mumbai Cricket Association 
(MCA), Cricket Club of India (CCI), Vidar-
bha Cricket Association, Baroda Cricket 
Association and Saurashtra Cricket Associa-
tion. These bodies are in Maharashtra and 
Gujarat respectively which have separate 
permanent membership of the Board of 
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI).

A bench headed by Chief Justice Dipak 
Misra said so far as the one-state, one-vote 
policy with regard to north-eastern states 
was concerned, it will not be re-considered. 

However, the bench, also comprising 
Justices A M Khanwilkar and D Y Chan-
drachud, indicated that it may consider the 
aspect of the cricket bodies of Maharashtra 
and Gujarat as they have played a historic 
role in the game and cannot be left out.

“So far as eastern states are concerned, 
you cannot deny them (the right)...we are 
on the principle of inclusion,” it said. 

The apex court, meanwhile, asked the 
state cricket associations and BCCI office-
bearers to give suggestions on the draft 
constitution for the apex cricket body to 
senior advocate Gopal Subramanium, who 
is assisting it as an amicus curiae, before 
May 11, the next date of hearing.

It said the draft constitution has to be in 
tune with the Lodha panel recommenda-
tions and its verdict. The draft would be 
finalised by the court and be binding on 
the BCCI. 

However, it clarified that its order on the 
petitions seeking recall of the 2016 verdict 
would deal with the validity of the draft 
constitution.

The court also said that while finalising 
the BCCI constitution, it may not restrict the 
number of national selectors to three and 
impose the eligibility criteria that selectors 
have to be test players. 

The bench also considered the state-
ment of amicus that the state cricket 
associations should not be allowed to 
hold elections till the apex court gave a 
quietus to the case after implementation 
of the verdict and the Lodha panel recom-
mendations. 

It asked the Maharashtra Cricket As-
sociation (MCA) to postpone its election 
scheduled tomorrow till May 11.

Additional Solicitor General Tushar 
Mehta, appearing for MCA, said the MCA 
should be allowed to conduct the elections 
and frame its constitution in tune with the 
verdict and the recommendations of the 
Lodha panel. 

The top court had said that the draft 
constitution should include the sugges-
tions of the Lodha committee in its entirety 
so that a holistic document can be placed 
before it for a final decision.

The Justice Lodha panel had recom-
mended a slew of structural reforms in BCCI 
which were approved by the apex court.

It had approved the Lodha panel’s 
recommendations such as ‘one state, one 
vote’; ‘one member, one post’; and fixing 
an age-cap of 70 years on those occupying 
BCCI posts.

Nakhon Ratchasima, May 
2 (AFP): Thai boxer Wan-
heng Menayothin clinched 
his 50th straight victory 
on Wednesday, stopping a 
Panamanian challenger to 
hold onto his WBC mini-
mumweight belt and tie the 
undefeated record of boxing 
great Floyd Mayweather Jr.

The 32-year-old Thai 
nicknamed the “dwarf gi-
ant” reached the milestone 
in the fifth round as Leroy 
Estrada failed to recover 
from a powerful upper cut.

The Panamanian was 
the busier of the two fighters 
in the opening rounds, leav-
ing a cut above Wanheng’s 
left eye.

But the veteran Thai was 
unruffled, knocking down 
Estrada twice in round three 
with withering right hands 
and again in the fourth, 
before the stoppage in the 
fifth.

would take place every Oc-
tober and/or November 
of every odd year starting 
from 2021.

He said that a “solid and 
serious” group of investors 
were willing to spend $25 
billion on the competition 
and a revamped version of 
the Club World Cup, which 
would also start in 2021 

with 24 teams.
The Confederations 

Cup, currently staged every 
four years in a year before 
the World Cup, would be 
abolished.

The letter did not clearly 
indicate how many slots 
would be allocated to each 
region.

The plans were sent by 

Wanheng’s quest to 
equal “Money” Mayweather 
has stirred intrigue between 
the unheralded, soft-spo-
ken Thai and the brash, 
vastly more wealthy Ameri-
can.

“I’m happy that I can 
make the same record as 

him (Mayweather),” the 
champion said ringside 
after the fight.

Asked about his next 
move, he said he was not yet 
thinking about a 51st bout.

But one more win would 
bring Wanheng level with 
Mexican flyweight Ricardo 

Lopez, who retired with 
51 wins, one draw and no 
losses.

The bout was hosted 
in a parking lot, under an 
awning in the blistering 
late afternoon heat of the 
northeastern city of Nakhon 
Ratchasima, far from the 
glitz -- and air conditioning 
-- of Mayweather’s favoured 
Las Vegas.

Boxing analysts have 
taken note of his achieve-
ment but point out that 
Wanheng has dominated 
undistinguished rivals com-
pared with Mayweather, 
who took out greats includ-
ing Manny Pacquiao and 
Oscar De La Hoya.

In December, he tied 
Rocky Marciano’s 49-0 tally 
with a win over Japanese 
contender Tatsuya Fuku-
hara.

Sti l l ,  World Boxing 
Council president Mauricio 

Sulaiman, who attended 
Wednesday’s bout, ap-
plauded the “tremendous 
fight” and record-equalling 
feat.

“The world is going to 
get to know him much bet-
ter, and great opportunities 
will open for him,” he told 
AFP.

That may bring a boon 
to Wanheng,  who has 
fought since he was 12 and 
despite his prowess is sig-
nificantly less wealthy than 
Mayweather, who briefly 
emerged from retirement 
last year to fight MMA 
star Conor McGregor for a 
$100-million purse.

Given the lack of financ-
es, fighters in Thailand often 
compete under the label of 
their gym -- Menayothin is 
Wanheng’s Bangkok gym.

The Thai boxer’s le-
gal name is Chayaphon 
Moonsri.

Infantino to the members 
of FIFA’s decision-making 
Council which still has to 
approve them.

The new competition 
would run parallel to exist-
ing international tourna-
ments such as the Euro-
pean Championship, Copa 
America, and African Na-
tions Cup, plus the World 
Cup qualifying stages.

It could lead to criticism 
that FIFA is over-complicat-
ing international football 
and devaluing its flagship 
World Cup.

FIFA could not imme-
diately be reached for com-
ment.

Similar competitions
European soccer body 
UEFA and its counter-
part for North and Central 
America and the Caribbean, 

CONCACAF, have already 
set up Nations League con-
tests in their own conti-
nents.

In both cases, the com-
petitions involve all the na-
tional teams in their respec-
tive regions who are divided 
into divisions based on their 
rankings.

There is promotion and 
relegation between the di-
visions, as in conventional 
domestic club leagues. 
UEFA’s inaugural competi-
tion will begin in September 
this year. Other continents 
would have to set up similar 
competitions for the tour-
nament to be viable.

Infantino suggested that 
similar intercontinental 
mini-tournaments to the 
Final 8 could also be organ-
ised for the top teams in the 
lower divisions.

After RCB Vs MI Match

behind, leaving Mumbai 
Indians reeling at 47 for 
four. 

P a n d y a  b r o t h e r s 
-Hardik and Krunal -- kept 
Mumbai in with some smart 
batting, running hard be-
tween the wickets to keep 
the scoreboard moving. 



Madrid, May 2 (IANS): A 
brace by Karim Benzema 
was enough for Real Madrid 
to hold FC Bayern Munich 
2-2 in the second leg of their 
Champions League semi 
final and win 4-3 on aggre-
gate.

The Spanish giants were 
chasing what would be a 
record third straight triumph 
in Europe's elite club com-
petition.

The decisive clash 
here on Tuesday in front of 
80,000-plus at the Santiago 
Bernabeu between the two 
giants of European football 
delivered plenty in the way 
of excitement, Efe news re-
ported.

Leading 2-1 after the first 
leg in Munich, the hosts con-
ceded in the third minute, 
when a poor clearance by 
Sergio Ramos led to Joshua 
Kimmich's second goal of 
the tie.

Seven minutes later, it 
was the turn of Bayern de-
fender David Alaba to err at 
his team's expense. 

The Austrian left Benze-
ma free to redirect Marcelo's 
cross to make it 1-1 on the 
night and 3-2 overall in Real 
Madrid's favour.

With Cristiano Ronaldo 
unmarked, Marcelo instead 
passed to Toni Kroos, while 
both Thomas Maller and 
James Rodriguez wasted op-
portunities for Bayern.

The closing seconds of 
the first half saw the referee 
decline to award a penalty 
for a clear hand ball by Mar-
celo on an effort by Kim-
mich.

Benzema struck again 
for Real Madrid in the first 
minute of the second half, 
taking advantage of a colos-
sal blunder by Bayern keeper 
Sven Ulreich to send the ball 
rolling into the empty net to 
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Golden State Warriors' Kevin Durant, left, looks to pass away 
from New Orleans Pelicans' E'Twaun Moore (55) in the first 
half in Game 2 of a second-round NBA basketball playoff series 
Tuesday, May 1, 2018, in Oakland.

Real Madrid players celebrate in front of home fans after making it to their third successive Champions League final.

Benzema double strike sends 
Madrid into Champions League final

Curry returns to score 28 
as Warriors down Pelicans

consolidate the advantage 
for the hosts.

But anyone who ex-
pected Bayern to roll over 
and die was quickly disil-
lusioned as the German 
side laid siege to Blancos' 
goal.

Real Madrid keeper 
Keylor Navas delayed the 
inevitable as long as he 
could, making a fine stop 
against Alaba and diving 
to thwart Mats Hummels 
before finally giving up 
a goal to former Blanco 
James, who scored in the 
62nd minute.

The final 28 minutes 
were torment for the 
Blancos and their fans as 
Bayern flew forward to 
get the equalizer, but the 
home side survived the 
onslaught and were head-
ed to Kiev with thoughts of 
making history yet again.

Oakland, May 2  (AFP): Ste-
phen Curry scored 28 points 
in his return from injury on 
Tuesday as the Golden State 
Warriors held off the New 
Orleans Pelicans 121-116 
to stretch their lead in their 
NBA second-round playoff 
series.

The reigning champion 
Warriors took a 2-0 lead in 
the best-of-seven Western 
Conference second-round 
series, which shifts to new 
Orleans for game three on 
Friday.

"It's good to be back on 
the floor," said Curry, who 
had been sidelined since 
March 23 with a sprained 
knee ligament suffered in 
his return from a right ankle 
injury.

He missed 16 games, 
but looked more than ready 
when he entered the game 
with 4:20 left in the first 
quarter.

He promptly drained a 
three-pointer, connecting 
on eight of 15 shots from 
the floor, including five of 
10 from three-point range. 
He pulled down seven re-
bounds with two assists and 
three steals.

Kevin Durant paced the 
Warriors with 29 points, sev-
en assists and six rebounds 
and Draymond Green fell 
one rebound shy of a triple 
double with 20 points, 12 
assists and nine boards.

"Big win for us," Curry 
said after a game that saw 
13 lead changes, 11 of them 
in the first half.

Anthony Davis led the 
Pelicans with 25 points, 15 
rebounds and five assists 
with Jrue Holiday added 24 
points for the Pelicans.

Cavs steal game one from 
Raptors in Toronto
LeBron James notched a 
triple-double and the Cleve-
land Cavaliers roared back 
to stun the Raptors 113-112 

Bayern Munich goalkeeper Sven Ul-
reich had done an admirable job fill-
ing the gloves of the injured Manuel 

Neuer for most of the season but he is des-
tined to be remembered for his catastrophic 
blunder against Real Madrid in the Champi-
ons League on Tuesday.

Ulreich was in two minds as he received 
a back pass from Corentin Tolisso in the 
first minute of the second half and fell to 
the floor as he tried to kick the ball away, 
allowing Karim Benzema to tap home into 
an empty net.

“He won’t want to wake up tomorrow,” 
said former Bayern goalkeeper Oliver Kahn 
on German television network ZDF.

Ulreich, 29, signed from VfB Stuttgart in 
2015 as a back-up to number one and club 
captain Neuer and was a benchwarmer until 
the German international broke a metatar-
sal against Mainz last September.

One highlight was an injury-time pen-
alty save against old club Stuttgart to protect 

a 1-0 win for Bayern in December, and the 
club’s president Uli Hoeness said in January 
Ulreich had been the team’s “man of the 
year”.

Ulreich collected a third Bundesliga 
winners medal in April but it was the first 
title win he could feel he had truly earned 
after being in Neuer’s shadow. He also 
helped the team reach the German Cup 
final, against Eintracht Frankfurt on May 19.

But it will be his blunder in the Ber-
nabeu that people will remember him for, a 
slip-up being described in the media as the 
worst goalkeeping error in the history of the 
Champions League.

While Madrid players were celebrating 
reaching a third successive final, Ulreich was 
photographed with his face in the ground at 
the other end, cutting a lonely figure after a 
game which is likely to haunt him for the 
rest of his career.

Especially with Neuer now back in train-
ing and set to return soon. (Reuters)

Blunder in the Bernabeu set to haunt Ulreich
in overtime in Toronto on 
Tuesday in game one of 
their NBA playoff second-
round series.

It was a heart-breaker 
for the Raptors, who had led 
all night only to see James 
knot the score at 105-105 
with 30.9 seconds left in 
regulation.

Toronto, the Eastern 
Conference top seeds for 
the first time in franchise 
history, missed their last 
11 shots of regulation and 
Cleveland made them pay, 
taking the lead for the first 
time on Kyle Korver's three-
pointer to open overtime.

The Raptors wouldn't 
regain the lead. Kyle Lowry 
converted a three-point 
play to pull Toronto within 
113-112 with 57 seconds 
remaining.

After Cleveland were 
called for a shot-clock vio-
lation Toronto had a last 

chance, but Fred VanVleet 
missed a potential game-
winner.

"It was an all around 
team win for us," James 
said. "Everybody contribut-
ed tonight, and we needed 
it."

The heartbreaking de-
feat is sure to raise the spec-
tre of playoffs past for the 
Raptors, who fell to the Cavs 
in six games in the East-
ern Conference finals two 
years ago and were swept 
by Cleveland in the second 
round last year.

"I definitely wasn't as ef-
ficient as I like to be," James 
said. "I missed a lot of open 
looks. It was probably one 
of my worst games of the 
season.

"But at the end of the 
day the only thing that mat-
ters is that my team-mates 
stepped up and got the win 
when I wasn't at my best."


