
A file picture of schoolchildren during recess in one of the schools in Dimapur. 
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Eastern Mirror wishes 
the best to all the 

readers, especially the 
Ao community on the 
occasion of Moatsü. 

May this festival 
usher in peace and 
blessings for all.

NCERT issues guidelines to schools, 
parents on cyber security, safety

Mkg.-Mariani road: Villagers 
serve 15-day ultimatum to govt.  

SC tells HCs to set up panels for trial in POCSO cases 

Journalists oppose proposal for new rules on online media

IIT students 
develop mobile app 
to monitor health of 
heart patients

Weather update from 
Nagaland State Disaster 
Management Authority
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 27° 18°

Agartala 30° 23°

Gangtok 20° 12°

Guwahati 30° 20°

Imphal 27° 18°

Itanagar 25° 18°

Shillong 19° 14°

Delhi 41° 28°

Kolkata 32° 25°

Chennai 38° 30°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 21° 14°
DIMAPUR 29° 19°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 3mm 87%
DIMAPUR 2mm 94%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Tears of joy are like the 
summer rain drops 

pierced by sunbeams. 

~ Hosea Ballou

A man pulls a cart loaded with vegetable at a market in Chennai on Labour Day on Tuesday. 

But just another day 
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Liverpool's Salah wins 
Football Writers' Footballer of 
the Year award |  P12

 US has never been closer to getting rid 
of N Korea’s nukes – Trump  |  P9

New Delhi, May 1 (PTI): 
Allowing only authorised 
people to access compu-
ter labs, banning use of 
USBs, blocking pop ups 
and keeping a check on 
appearance of new and 
unfamiliar icons on desk-
top are among the cyber 
security and safety guide-
lines issued to schools and 
parents by the NCERT.

The National Council 
of Education Research and 
Training (NCERT) has sent 
the detailed guidelines to 
schools defining the role of 
teachers as well as parents 
in promoting safe, legal, 
and ethical use of internet 
by students.

"The students should 
be taught to not engage or 
argue with cyberbullies as 
it might encourage even 
worse behaviour. They 
should use the built-in 
filters to prevent further 
harassment through e-
mail or instant messaging 
by cyberbullies.

"The students need to 
be told that they should 
never meet people they 
have known only through 
online internet and should 
not do anything online 
which is not preferred to 
be done in the presence 
of others," the guidelines 
read.

I told you we should have 
supported that guy, he didn't 

even contest but he's a m...now... 
He is blessed.

Mirror Takes

~ Arien

Bappi Lahiri honoured by London's 
World Book of Records  |  P10

The teachers  have 
been advises to monitor 
students for behavioral 
changes and difference in 
their attitude.

"Students should not 
log in as someone else to 
read their e-mails or mess 
with their online profiles; 

attempt to infect or in any 
way try to make someone 
else's computer unusable 
and not download any 
attachments from an un-
known source as they may 
contain viruses," the in-
struction manual said.

The Council has asked 

s c h o o l s  t o  i n t r o d u c e 
courses and activities for 
students and teachers on 
major aspects of cyber 
security and safety. 

"Schools should ad-
vocate, model and teach 
safe, legal, and ethical use 
of digital information and 

technology; promote and 
model responsible social 
interactions related to the 
use of technology and in-
formation; celebrate cyber 
security week and conduct 
activities to create aware-
ness through cyber clubs," 
it added.

Dimapur, May 1 (EMN): A 
group of villages located 
between Mokokchung town 
and Mariani, in Assam, has 
served the government of 
Nagaland with yet another 
ultimatum. 

The group by the name 
and style of ‘Mokokchung 
to Mariani roadside villagers 
concern forum’ addressed 
the ultimatum to the Com-
missioner and Secretary 
PWD (NH) Nagaland, a 
copy of which was made 
available to the press on 
Tuesday. 

According to the group, 
the state government as 
well as the construction 
firm M/S Z Rulho road had 
agreed to complete the con-
struction of road within “km 
50 to km 63 on NH 702D” 
along the Mokokchung-
Mariani stretch by April 30.

“However, the contrac-
tor executed the work ini-
tially and remove (sic) all the 

labours and machineries 
from the spot on middle 
of March 2018. As such the 
undersigned and the con-
tractor made an agreement 
in the presence of executive 
Engineer PWD (NH) Div-II 
Mokokchung wherein the 
contractor promise (sic) to 
complete the work within 
the limited period of April 
2018 but the same agree-
ment was ignored by the 
contractor. 

“That the contractor in-
tentionally neglected execu-
tion of work till 30th April 
2018. In view of the above, 
the undersigned submitted 
a petition to the Chief Engi-
neer PWD (NH) Nagaland 
on 23rd April 2018. Where in 
the undersigned suggested 
to keep the said contractor 
under black list but till date 
the concerned department 
of the government does not 
take any action upon the 
contractor,” the ultimatum 

read. 
The group reiterated 

its demand to blacklist 
the contractor concerned 
while threatening ‘neces-
sary course of action’ in the 
event of the government 
failing to do the same before 
May 15. “Further it is also 
state that in case of failure 
to start the work on or be-
fore 15th May 2018 by the 
concerned department the 
public shall take the agita-
tion or public interest litiga-
tion in a competent forum 
whichever deem fit.

“As for the above men-
tioned two actions are 
requested to implement 
within fifteen days i.e. 15th 
May 2018 may kindly be 
treated as limitation period 
and after expiry of the said 
limitation period the public 
shall take the necessary 
steps and for this the un-
dersigned shall ever pray,” 
it stated. 

New Delhi, May 1 (PTI): 
Students at IIT Roorkee 
have developed a mo-
bile application -- 'Dhad-
kan' -- for monitoring the 
health of people suffering 
from heart ailments and 
provide them with medi-
cal assistance in case of 
emergency.

The app, developed 
by Computational Biology 
group at IIT-Roorkee, can 
automatically send notifi-
cation to both the doctor 
and the patient, in case 
of any drastic changes in 
patient's health data indi-
cating the possibility of an 
imminent heart attack.

"Named 'Dhadkan', 
this mobile application will 
be of tremendous benefit 
to India which has about 
10 million patients at risk 
of heart failure. 

The app is available 
for free and no charges are 
involved to avail the ben-
efits," Deepak Sharma, As-
sistant Professor, Depart-
ment of Biotechnology, 
who led the group, said.

The mobile applica-
tion has been designed 
in collaboration with ex-
perts from AIIMS. Explain-
ing how the app works, 
Sharma said it collects pa-
tient's data (at any desired 
interval) including blood 
pressure, heart rate, and 
weight, and transmits it to 
the authorised care-giver 
(a doctor, nurse or para-
medic) who is linked to 
the patient during initial 
registration.

"It also provides for 
two-way communication 
between doctors and pa-
tients. In addition, patients 
can send ECG report(s) to 
the doctor (if needed). 

New Delhi, May 1 (PTI): Concerned 
over a proposed move to frame new 
rules for online news, more than 
100 journalists and media profes-
sionals have written to I&B Minister 
Smriti Irani, saying additional regu-
lations will open up the possibility 
of widespread abuse and attempts 
to suppress political dissent" by the 
government.

The Information and Broad-
casting (I&B) Ministry last month 
issued an order for constitution of a 
committee to frame rules to regulate 
news portals and media websites.

The order said the content on 
private television channels are regu-
lated by the Programme and Adver-
tisement Codes, while the the Press 
Council of India (PCI) has its norms 
to regulate the print media, but there 

were no norms or guidelines to regu-
late the online media websites and 
news portals.

However, the group of journalists 
and other professionals associated 
with the online media said it was 
wrong to assume that there were no 
norms and guidelines for content on 
the internet and even a cursory read-
ing of the IT Act would reveal that all 
content was covered under its scope.

The Act in fact goes beyond 
laying down guidelines, and incor-
porates stiff punishments for those 
who violate the content norms laid 
down in it. Similarly, several other 
laws, such as the Indian Penal Code, 
also contain clear dos and don'ts for 
sharing of content, including over 
the Internet, as per the letter from 
the journalists.

The letter said that the ministry 
had mentioned that online content 
needs to be brought under regula-
tion on the lines applicable to print 
and electronic media.

Our position is that online con-
tent is different from print and tel-
evision content, because most of it 
is produced by individual citizens 
in exercise of their constitutional 
right to freedom of expression, and 
embodies two way communication 
and interactivity, and not just pub-
lishing, it said.

The letter said that it was difficult 
to distinguish between publishing 
and communications in case on 
online media.

It is also worth noting that, ac-
cording to the Indian Constitution, 
an individual has the same right to 

free speech and expression whether 
by word of mouth, writing, printing, 
pictures or any other mode. There-
fore, restrictions that do not apply 
to offline speech cannot be used to 
control online speech either.

On the other hand, provisions 
that apply to offline behavior -- such 
as the IPC (Indian Penal Code) -- are 
equally applicable, and regularly 
applied, to online content, the let-
ter said.

It said that applying additional 
regulations on Internet will impinge 
upon the individual citizen's free-
dom of expression guaranteed by 
the Constitution, and/or open up 
the possibility of widespread abuse 
and attempts to suppress political 
dissent by the government and/or 
the regulating agency.

Following is the weather update for Nagaland for the 
next one week: 

Nagaland has been witnessing light rains for the last 
2-3 days. These ongoing rains are here to stay for some 
more days. According to NSDMA weather analysis, light 
rains with one or two moderate spells are expected to 
continue over several parts of Nagaland during the next 
48 hours.

These pre-monsoon rains will also be accompanied 
by thundershowers, squally winds, along and lightning 
strikes.

Further, the intensity of these activities is likely to 
increase by 4th of May 2018 onwards. During this pe-
riod, light to moderate rain and thundershowers with 
isolated heavy spells are a possibility.

Dimapur, Kohima, Longleng, Mokokchung, Mon, 
Peren, Phek, Tuensang, Wokha and Zunheboto would 
get to see pre-monsoon showers for the entire next 
one week.

Acharya greets Aos on Moatsü 
Dimapur, May 1 (EMN): Governor PB Acharya has extended 
festival greetings to the Ao community on the occasion of 
Moatsü which marks the completion of the season of sow-
ing seeds in the field.

A Raj Bhavan statement on Tuesday informed that the 
governor ‘called on to take time and thank the almighty for 
his unwavering love and blessing’. “In his message, the gov-
ernor appealed to the Ao community to preserve the rich 
tradition and culture through the festival and also promote 
peaceful co-existence in the society for all round develop-
ment in the state. “May the festival of Moatsü bring peace, 
unity and prosperity to the Aos in particular and Nagas in 
general,” the statement read. 

Fuel stations reopen in Nagaland 
Dimapur, May 1 (EMN): Representatives of petroleum re-
tailers and transporters operating in Nagaland on Tuesday 
informed that they have decided to call off the statewide 
shutdown of all fuel outlets. 

“Office of the Kohima Petroleum Dealers Association, 
Dimapur Petroleum Dealers Association, Nagaland Tanker 
Transport Association, and Drivers Union for Tanker had 
a meeting with commissioner of Nagaland Sentiyanger 
Imchen dated 01-05-2018. The respected commissioner 
assured the above unions to leave no stone unturned for the 
safe release of the tanker driver and his handyman. 

“In view of the assurance the unions decided to call off 
the strike for the welfare of the public. The union further 
thanks the state government for investigating the matter 
with outmost sincerity, the public for their valuable support 
and the media for their invaluable coverage,” a brief state-
ment from the workers’ unions read.

SSA teachers begin ‘pen-down’ 
strike from today 
Dimapur, May 1 (EMN): The Nagaland Sarva Shiksha Ab-
hiyan Teachers’ Association (NSSATA) on Tuesday met the 
advisor to School Education and the department officials 
headed by the principal secretary and the director at the 
advisor’s office in Kohima to discuss about the ultimatum 
served on April 23 by the teachers’ association.

The NSSATA issued a press release on Monday informing 
about the meeting. “The association, while acknowledg-
ing the government’s effort to take responsibility and for 
pursuing the matter with sincerity, the discussion could not 
produce any concrete solution nor could any assurance be 
given by the government to the teachers’ association. 

“Therefore, the association is left with no other option 
but to initiate the first phase of agitation as decided earlier, 
in the form of pen-down strike. The first phase of agitation 
will commence from 02-05-18 till further direction. The 
Association directs all its members to strictly adhere to the 
resolution passed,” it informed. Also, it has expressed its 
regret for the inconvenience caused and has appealed for 
support from ‘all right thinking citizens and organisations’.
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New Delhi, May 1 (IANS): 
The Supreme Court on 
Tuesday asked high courts 
across the country to set 
up committees of judges 
to monitor and regulate 
the trial of cases under the 
Protection of Children from 
Sexual Offences (POCSO) 
Act.

A bench comprising 
Chief Justice Dipak Misra, 
Justice A.M. Khanwilkar 
and Justice D.Y. Chandr-
achud also directed the 
Directors General or Com-
missioners of Police in the 
states to set up Special Task 
Forces so that the investiga-
tion is carried out expedi-
tiously and witnesses are 
produced in the court on 
the date of their appear-
ance.

It also said the judges 
holding the trial in such 
cases should not grant un-
necessary adjournments.

The order came as the 

court was told that 112,628 
cases under the POCSO Act 
were pending before trial 
courts across the country, 
with Uttar Pradesh leading 
the list at 30,883.

Maharashtra including 
Goa, Union Territory (UT) 
of Diu and Daman, Dadar 
and Nagar Haveli has 16,099 
pending cases, followed by 
Madhya Pradesh (10,117), 
West Bengal (9,894), Odi-
sha (6,849), Delhi (6,100), 
Kerala including UT Of Lak-
shadweep (5,409), Gujarat 
(5,177), Bihar (4,910) and 
Karnataka (4,045).

Additional Solicitor 

General Pinki Anand in-
formed the court that the 
government had amended 
the law providing for death 
penalty for the rape of chil-
dren younger than 12 years.

The court's order is 
rooted in the sexual as-
sault of an eight-month-old 
baby by her cousin. The 
baby underwent a surgery 
to repair the tears in her 
private parts at Kalawati 
Saran Children's Hospital 
on January 30.

Later on the direction of 
the top court, the baby was 
examined by two doctors 
from the All India Institute 

of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) 
after which she was shifted 
to AIIMS.

On March 12, the court 
asked all the high courts to 
furnish the details of all the 
POCSO-related cases pend-
ing before the trial courts in 
their respective states and 
the status of the trials.

The court sought the 
details as it was told that 
according to a 2016 re-
port of the National Crime 
Record Bureau, 89 per cent 
of the cases of sexual crime 
against children registered 
under POCSO were pend-
ing trial.
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Street Vendors Act yet to 
be put in place in Nagaland

Tuensang’s DEO directs govt. 
employees to be in station

Dimapur CMO issues advisory on food safety

Governor fetes UPSC rank holderChare villagers availed health aids

Transport dept. conducts workshop on road safety

Pensioners’ association talks shop 

Workshop on culture and traditional heritage of Nagaland

Kma’s DEO directs public to adhere with bye-election MCC 

Wokha observes International Labour Day

Members of WDLSA and office of the Assistant Labour Commissioner, Wokha on the occasion of Labour Day.

Officials with the participants during the workshop at NU Lumami on April 30.

Changsang speaking at the workshop. 

Medical team and participants after the health camp at Chare village in Tuensang.

Seen here are organisers and vendors during a programme organised for women vendors in Dimapur.

Media informed to apply authority 
letter for bye-election
Media persons who are interested to cover the Lok Sabha 
Bye-Election have been informed to apply for authority 
letters for entry into polling station and counting centre 
separately. All request letter for the issue of authority letter 
should be accompanied by two passport size photographs. 
Applications should reach office of the DIPR on or before 
May 4 for onward submission to the Chief Election Officer’s 
office.

Bar association convenes emergency 
meeting 
The Nagaland Bar Association has convened an emergency 
general body meeting on May 4 at 12 noon at its in Dimapur. 
The meeting has been called to discuss matters relating 
to the writ petition pending before the principal seat of 
the Gauhati High Court. The meeting will discuss for the 
early disposal of the writ petition either by withdrawal or 
compromised settlement or in any other manner as deemed 
appropriate, it was informed. All the local bars in the state 
have been requested to be present in person with collective 
views or to convey through telephonic information to pass 
appropriate resolution to that effect.  

Gram Swaraj Abhiyaan coordinating 
officer, DCs asked to submit report
In pursuance of the ongoing ‘Gram Swaraj Abhiyaan’ being 
observed throughout the state from April 14 to May 5, the 
secretary of Home, Rovilatuo Mor has informed district co-
ordinating officers and deputy commissioners to submit a 
consolidated report for their respective district with brief 
write up and photos. The report in hard as well as soft copy 
may be submitted to the Home Secretary before 7th May 
for onward submission to the Ministry.

DMC convene meeting
The Dimapur Municipal Council (DMC) has convened a 
meeting for all the allottees of New Market (East side) 
C- block on May 4 at 1 pm in its administrator’s office in 
Dimapur. The meeting has been called for handing over the 
stalls / shops to the concerned allottees. 

LOU/DHEP calls meeting with local 
employees
Convener media cell of LOU/DHEP has informed all the 
local employees of Doyang Hydro Electric Project (DHEP) 
and the office bearers of LOU/DHEP that there will be a 
consultative meeting on May 2 at NRC Hall Doyand at 1 
pm. All the members have been requested to attend the 
meeting without fail.

Kohima Baptist youth sports fest
The Kohima Baptist Youth Fellowship (KBYF) will be 
conducting its biannual sports fest from May3- 5, at 4th 
NAP and village ground in Thizama. The event will be held 
under the theme “Game on” extract from 2 Peter 1:3. The 
inaugural function will begin at 8 am, with the Nagaland 
Baptist Church Council youth secretary, Rev. Vikuo Rhi. 
Participating churches have been requested to reach the 
ground by 7:45 am.

NEWS IN BRIEF

He asserted that the only 
way to get rich was to save, 
make good investments 
and seek ways to increase 
income. Urging the wom-
en to be wise in making 
economic decisions, he 
highlighted some other 
livelihood enhancing op-
portunities that the wom-
en can explore to increase 
their income. 

A session on the sav-
ing schemes and products 
of EA under its coopera-
tives wing ‘EATACOL’ was 
conducted by Temsurenla 
Ao, branch manager, Di-
mapur.  

The Entrepreneurs 
Associates is stated to 
have been undertaking 
this project for women 
vendors across the state 
to inform, empower and 
equip the street vendors to 
enhance their living stand-
ards. The project is a much 
felt need and has been 
conceptualised based on 
observations made as a 
result of their work span-
ning nearly two decades. 
EA has conducted similar 
workshops in Kohima and 
Pfutsero with plans for 
more in other districts of 
the state, it informed.

Dimapur, May 1 (EMN): ith the an-
nouncement of the schedule for the bye-
election to the 1-Nagaland Parliamentary 
Constituency by the Election Commis-
sioner of India, the district election of-
ficer of Tuensang, L Jamithung Lotha in 
an order issued to media on Tuesday has 
directed all the government employees of 
the district to be in station with immedi-
ate effect. 

DEO said all head of offices should 
ensure their presence, their subordinate 

officers and staff in their respective place 
of posting. 

Permission for station leave on official 
duty shall be obtained from the deputy 
commissioner with clear and specific 
details of such duty. Any government em-
ployee on leave of absence on medical 
ground shall be recalled for appearing in 
person before the medical board. Disci-
plinary action shall be initiated against 
any errant officials as Per Section 134 of 
the RP Act 1951, the notification stated.

Dimapur, May 1 (EMN): 
With the announcement 
of the bye- election to 
Nagaland parliamentary 
constituency by the Elec-
tion Commission of India, 
the district election of-
ficer (DEO) of Kohima, 

Rajesh Soundararajan has 
informed all in concern 
that the Model Code of 
Conduct for the guidance 
of political parties and 
candidates has come in to 
force with effect from April 
26 and will be in force till 

the completion of the elec-
tion process. 

The election officer has 
directed all the political 
parties, intending candi-
dates, government depart-
ments, establishments 
and general public to take 

note of the same and ad-
here strictly to the Model 
Code of Conduct. He also 
requested all to extent co-
operation to the district 
election machinery to en-
sure peaceful conduct of 
the bye-election

Dimapur, May 1 (EMN): Governor PB 
Acharya has congratulated Swapneel Paul 
from Dimapur, for securing 64th rank in 
the recently declared UPSC Civil Services 
(Mains) Exam 2017. 

In a message addressed to the rank 
holder, the governor said ‘his achieve-
ment has made not only his parents 

proud but the State and Nation as well 
and hoped that he will contribute to the 
society positively in the years to come.’  

Acharya also extended his congratu-
lates to Swapneel Paul’s parents, teachers 
and friends, without whose support and 
guidance the achievement would not 
have been possible.

Dimapur, May 1 (EMN): Chief Medi-
cal Officer (CMO) Dimapur, Dr. K 
Vikato Kinimi has informed that has 
come to the notice of the CMO of-
fice that, there are many defaulting 
food business operators in Dimapur 
district, who are manufacturing or 
packaging, storing and selling food 
articles including packaged drink-
ing water of 10/20 litres jars without 
FSSAI and ISI / BIS certification 
numbers.

CMO has reminded that Food 
Safety and Standard Act 2006 pro-
hibited selling of any food articles 
to consumers without manufactur-
ing date / best before date, expiry 
date, net quantity (weight/volume), 
vegatable and non-vegetable logo, 
FSSAI, BIS number, manufacturers 
detailed address, etc. in their respec-
tive package labels. Defaulters are 
punishable with fine upto INR two 
lakh with prohibition order of selling 

such food articles.
Consumers are therefore, re-

quested not to purchase any food 
articles which does not have proper 
label (misbranded food).

In case of complaint related to 
food safety, one may submit a writ-
ten complaint to the designated 
officer of Food Safety, Office of the 
Chief Medical Officer, Dimapur, for 
further necessary action in the inter-
est of public / consumers.

Dimapur, May 1 (EMN): Wokha District 
Legal Service Authority (WDLSA) in col-
laboration with office of the Assistant 
Labour Commissioner, Wokha organised 
a mini-camp for unorganised sector 
(NSLSA scheme) in commemoration 
of International Labours Day at Lotha 
Tribal Council hall in Wokha town on 
May 1. The organisers updated about the 
event on Tuesday.

Seyielenuo Mezhü Secretary of WDL-
SA gave highlighted the significance of 
the day while assistant labour commis-
sioner of Wokha Renjamo lotha briefed 
the beneficiaries about the scheme and 
its benefits. 

Out of 36 attendances, 21 beneficiar-
ies is said to have been registered under 
the building and other construction 
workers schemes.

Dimapur, May 1 (EMN): Dimapur District 
Pensioners’ Association (DDPA) annual 
general meeting was conducted on April 
28 at Town Hall in Dimapur. A press re-
lease from the association on Tuesday 
informed that the meeting was attended 
by several retired IAS and NCS officers, 
Heads of departments, and pensioners.

During the meet, a pensioner, Tha-
wang Konyak exhorted the gathering to 
remain united and guide their children 
for the welfare of the society. He wished 
everyone a happy and peaceful retired life. 

The chief manager of the State Bank 
of India, TA Paul spoke on matters relat-
ing to banking and pension, and their 
facilities for the benefit of the pensioners 
in general. 

The secretary of DDPA, C Daipao 
Krome presented an audit and secretary 
reports which was accepted by the gath-
ering. 

During the discussion the house 
passed several resolutions for the interest 
of DDPA.  More than 400 delegates is said 
to have attended the annual meeting. 

Dimapur, May 1 (EMN): As part 
of the National Road Safety 
week, the Regional Transport 
Office, Kohima, Transport de-
partment conducted a work-
shop on “Road Safety-Life Safe-
ty” (Sadak Suraksha-Jeevan 
Raksha) on April 30 at Capital 
Convention Centre in Kohima. 

Speaking at the programme, 
Extra Assistant Commissioner 
Changsang said ‘Naga commu-
nities are so laid back in follow-
ing rules and regulations that 
we don’t care using cell phone 
and drinking while driving, we 
take things lightly which leads 
to road accidents more often.’ 

He apprised the gather-
ing to follow ‘keep left’ rule 
while driving. He said that 
such workshops are needed to 
educate the general public on 
road safety measures, traffic 
signals and signs before acci-
dents occur. 

EAC opined that even in 
schools, a curriculum text 
should be make mandatory so 
that the younger generation 

is exposed to principles, rules 
and regulations of the govern-
ment on road safety.

Lamenting over ignoring 
road safety rules, he said the 
issue needs to be pondered 
and take it seriously. Some 
people violate traffic rules due 
to ignorance, so one need to be 
educated. However, he added 
that most educated persons 
tend to ignore the traffic rules 
and regulations. 

“Instead of blaming the un-
educated or the general public 
pedestrians, we the educated 
should change the mindset 
in order to bring about road 
safety concept and integrate it 
into our society,” Changsang 
asserted. 

He urged all to take initia-
tive as a responsible citizen to 
contribute in small ways in 
educating and spreading road 
safety awareness and relevant 
matters of safety and security 
to friends, family, fellow pas-
sengers.

Sr. district transport of-

Dimapur, May 1 (EMN): 
Tuensang District Health 
Society (DHS) conducted 
a health camp at Chare vil-
lage in Tuensang on April 
30 in Tuensang. A press 

note from the DHS on 
Tuesday informed that the 
medical team was headed 
by the Chief Medical Offic-
er Dr. T Pangjung Sangtam. 

The medical officials 

were assisted by GNMs, 
ANMs and other  health 
workers.

 Altogether, 238 pa-
tients are stated to have 
received medical care. 

Dimapur, May 1 (EMN): As a part 
of the ongoing cultural exchange 
programme under the banner of 
‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat’ (initia-
tive of MHRD, GoI), a workshop on 
culture and traditional heritage of 
Nagaland was organized on April 30 
in the conference hall of Nagaland 
University, Lumami.

A press release received here 
on Tuesday informed that during 
the workshop, Neizhanuo Golmei 
presented a paper on the “Land 

ownership systems of the Nagas” 
highlighting the value of land and 
the different levels of ownership 
among the Nagas. 

Dr. Maibam Radharani pre-
sented on “Representation of culture 
in art and artifacts” highlighting the 
material culture and the symbolic 
meanings embedded in them. 

Dr. Neizo Puro made a presenta-
tion that included an audio-visual 
display of the high points of tour-
ism in Nagaland while Dr. Tovishe 

Phucho presented on “Traditional 
foods of the Nagas” highlighting the 
method of preparation and mode of 
consumption of selected foods such 
as bamboo shoot, anishi, and axone 
and Peter Ki presented on the “Rite 
of passage: A case study of Maram 
tribe”. 

Dr. Bijayasundari, faculty in-
charge of the 14-member team 
from Dr. Harisingh Gour University 
Sagar gave an overview of Madhya 
Pradesh. 

Associates’ “Uplifting 
Women Street vendors” 
project. The programme 
was organised in partner-
ship with the Dimapur 
District Legal Services Au-
thority (DDLSA), the Dr. K 
& T Keditsu Foundation 
and Caring Friends, India. 
A press release received on 
Tuesday from the organis-
ers updated.

The programme wit-
nessed sessions on legal 
rights, health care and 
financial management, 
with around 100 women 
street vendors attendance.

Following the talk, the 
chief judicial magistrate 
and panel lawyers inter-

acted with the women and 
informed them that they 
could avail their services 
if required any time they 
needed.

Representing the Dr. 
K &T Keditsu Foundation, 
Dr. Thejavinuo Keditsu 
spoke about the common 
ailments that can affect 
women at any age and 
time. Keeping in mind the 
fact that many of these 
women sit in areas where 
there are no proper toilets 
or facilities to avail drink-
ing water, she informed 
that women need to take 
precautions to enjoy a 
healthy life. 

Talking on issues like 

Urinary Tract Infections 
(UTI) and those that affect 
the reproductive systems, 
Dr.Keditsu encouraged the 
vendors to listen to their 
body so that timely medi-
cal attention can be sought 
whenever required.

The Entrepreneurs As-
sociates also provided in-
tensive inputs on financial 
literacy and management 
stressing on the impor-
tance of savings. 

Addressing the women 
vendors, Neichute Dou-
lo, CEO of EA who is also 
the coordinator of Social 
Group of Ventures, spoke 
about the need for them 
to plan for their finances. 

Dimapur, May 1 (EMN): 
Delving on the intricacies 
of the Street Vendors Act 
that was passed in India 
in 2014, the chief judicial 
magistrate of Dimapur, 
Ajongba Imchen said that 
Act is yet to be put in place 
in Nagaland. 

Also observing the In-
ternational Labour Day, 
the chief judicial magis-
trate said that the consti-
tution also ensures cer-
tain rights and privileges 
for vendors in all parts of 
the country. Stating that 
proper toilets and drink-
ing water are basic needs 
that should be available 
to them at all their work 
places, he encouraged the 
women to fight for what is 
rightfully theirs. 

Addressing the women 
vendors, Imchen who is 
also the secretary of Di-
mapur District Legal Serv-
ices Authority (DDLSA), 
encouraged the vendors 
to know their rights and be 
empowered through the 
knowledge. 

A day-long programme 
was conducted for women 
vendors of Dimapur as a 
part of an ongoing initia-
tive of the Entrepreneurs 

ficer of Kohima, Yaongsanglee 
Chang said  accidents in India 
causes 17 deaths every hour 
which means 408 every day, 
and 1,48,920 deaths in a year. 
According to the record of 
2016, he informed that there 
were 736 deaths, with 501 in-
juries and 59 fatality and as of 
2017, 696 accidents occurred 
with a decline of 5.5 but 6% in-
crease in the number of deaths 
at 63.

He pointed out that road 
safety is the most neglected 
subject as though everyone is 

immune from road accidents. 
Each one of us never realize 
that once we are on the wheels 
of a car we are responsible for 
our own lives, lives of the pas-
sengers of vehicle, hundreds 
of pedestrians that we come 
across in due course of journey, 
lives in other vehicles too, he 
said.

“The value of forgiveness 
is very dear to all of us but it 
does not serve the purpose of 
road safety. If the erring-vehicle 
drivers are not brought to the 
book, they do not learn the les-

sons for their negligence and 
rash driving and the entire pur-
pose of having the Motor Vehi-
cle Act and Rules, enforcement 
agencies, road safety aware-
ness campaign is defeated,” the 
officer said.

He also mentioned that 
with vast improvement in tech-
nology of vehicles, most acci-
dents these days are caused by 
human errors. 

Deputy SP Traffic, Kohima, 
Philip Yanthan, in a power 
point presentation on traffic 
management in Kohima town, 
pointed out that ‘everyone is 
responsible if the road man-
agement are not set up well and 
laws are not followed.’ 

Everyone use smart phones 
but does not care to learn about 
the rules of traffic and civic 
sense.

Kohima falls under ‘smart 
city’ and it is the responsibility 
of the citizens to make it smart 
by following the rules and tak-
ing initiatives in spreading road 
safety awareness, he asserted.
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(extreme left) District forest officer, Peren, Dr. Sentitula, giving away poultry chicks to villagers at the 
community outreach programme jointly organised by the forest department and BENAAN Biosphere in 
Nchangram village under Peren district on April 30.

Neituolie Phewhuo speaking at the silver jubilee 
programme in Kohima on May 1.

DMC administrator, Moa Sangtam (3rd from right), ADC Dimapur Sara Jamir (2nd from left), and members 
of LiFE seen at the ADC’s office on Tuesday May 1.

 DC Wokha along with the stakeholders pose for a group photo a the one-day workshop in Wokha town on May 1.

Students asked to cultivate good habits

BAN condemns abduction

Wokha administration deliberates to contain forest fire

LiFe gets boost from DMC One held for gambling

Community urged to focus 
on sustainable livelihood 

STATE

Dimapur, May 1 (EMN): 
In order to empower peo-
ple at the grass root level 
aimed at reaching to the 
needy section of society, a 
programme on the theme 
‘Community development 
through sustainable liveli-
hood’ was jointly organ-
ised by the department 
of environment, forest & 
climate change, Peren di-
vision, and BENAAN Bio-
sphere, a local NGO from 
Nagaland. 

Held at Nchangram vil-
lage under Tening sub-di-
vision in Peren district, the 
programme was attended 
by hundreds of people 
from the surrounding vil-
lages in which the district 
forest officer, Peren, Dr 
Sentitula, delivered the 
keynote. 

Pointing out that real 
development would be 
experienced only when 
the community, at large 
becomes economically 
independent, she encour-
aged the gathering to work 
as a community and focus 
on building sustainable 
livelihoods. 

“Development of a 
community is not all about 
making roads, construct-
ing big buildings but basi-
cally development is the 
realisation of oneself and 
the ability that prompt 
towards change,” the DFO 
said.

Expounding on the 
distinctive characteristic 
of the tribal people, Dr. 
Sentitula urged the com-
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We the 
bereaved 
family 

members of  
Lt. Niyalo Kath express 
our most sincere 
gratitude to each 
individuals, friends, 
relatives, neighbours 
and well wishers who 
stood by us physically, 
morally, materially, 
financially and through 
prayer during the tragic 
and sudden demise of 
our beloved on 12th April 
2018.
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We deeply regret our inability to mention and thank every 
individual, but it’s our humble and sincere prayer that our 
Almighty God may bless each one of you abundantly.

Loving Wife,Children,Relatives 
and Family Members.
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munity to put their heads 
together in bringing about 
changes in the society. 

Also pointing out that 
“forest is the storehouse 
for all living being,” the 
DFO said that Naga forefa-
thers “read nature in order 
to know the will of God.” 
She also impressed upon 
the community that “good 
forest is an indicator of 
prosperity” and that “eco-
logical and food security 
depends on quality and 
quantity of forest”. 

The DFO also shared 
with the villagers about the 
state of forest report 2017, 
wherein Peren district has 
87.1% forest cover out 
of the total geographical 
area. “These forests pro-
vide all our basic needs but 
we should harvest these 
resources sustainably to 

meet the needs of our fu-
ture generations and at the 
same time enhance our 
livelihood,” Dr. Sentitula 
said.

She also encouraged 
the local farmers to use 
science wherever it is 
sustainable in order to 
enhance one’s livelihood 
for community develop-
ment. 

Journalist turned con-
servationist, Along Long-
kumer, spoke on behalf 
of BENAAN Biosphere, 
where he shared some of 
the vision and goals of the 
NGO. Pointing out that 
the Naga community has 
been blessed with natural 
resources of land, water, 
fresh air and the abun-
dance of forest, he said 
the main aim of the NGO 
was to protect, sustain 

and responsibly use these 
natural resources. 

He suggested that re-
spective villages should 
identity their advantages 
and focus on them rather 
than trying to do too many 
things. Advising villagers 
to protect the natural en-
vironment, he suggested 
in utilising the existing 
forest cover to explore fish 
farming, bee-keeping and 
coffee. 

An enlightening talk on 
animal care and manage-
ment was given by Dr. Imti 
from the College of Vet-
erinary Sciences & Animal 
Husbandry, Jalukie. 

In order to give a ho-
listic understanding of 
development in the con-
text of the prevalent socio-
religious thinking among 
Nagas, a short talk on 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, May 1 : The 
initiative of Living for 
Environment’s (LiFE) to 
convert plastics into use-
ful product particularly in 
the road work got a boost 
from the Dimapur Mu-
nicipal Council (DMC), 
which has announced to 
collaborate in the mis-
sion.

DMC administrator, 
Moa Sangtam, today in-
formed that DMC has 
ordered a plastic straight-
ening machine from Chi-
na which was expected to 
reach in a month’s time. 
Sangtam made this an-
nouncement at a pro-
gramme during its mis-
sion of collecting plastic 
wastes  from var ious 

government offices and 
educational institutions, 
which was held in col-
laboration with LiFE. 

LIFE is an organisa-
tion started by like-mind-
ed youths who wants to 
protect, conserve and 
preserve the environ-
ment with the endeav-
our to act and create 
awareness on the grow-
ing problems of plastic 
littering in the state and 
poor road condition.

The team-DMC and 
LiFE started its mission 
by placing a dustbin at 
deputy commissioner’s 
office complex, Dimapur, 
for the purpose in the 
presence of Dimapur 
ADC, Sara Jamir.

Sangtam said the mis-

sion of collecting plastic 
wastes will be expanded 
to the rest of offices and 
educational institutions. 
He explained that dust-
bins would be placed in 
various offices and edu-
cational institutions in 
the days to come for col-
lection of plastic wastes, 
which would be used for 
construction of roads. 

“If the plastic wastes 
are collected in excess, 
it would be sold to re-
cycling plants so that it 
does not end up at dump-
ing sites,” he elucidated.

The team later went to 
the office of the commis-
sioner of taxes, Dimapur, 
and placed dustbins at 
its office premises for the 
said mission.

Dimapur, May 1 (EMN): 
Business Association 
of Nagas (BAN) has ex-
pressed concern with 
the situation arising due 
to the abduction of the 
driver of a petrol tanker 
and his handyman at 
New Helipong village in 
Tuensang and the sub-
sequent closure of petrol 
pumps throughout Na-
galand. 

BAN, in a press release 

issued by its media cell, 
has condemned the hei-
nous act and appealed to 
the perpetrators to release 
the two persons without 
causing them any harm.  

BAN has also appre-
ciated the efforts of the 
state government for ini-
tiating discussions with 
the four organisations 
namely Kohima petro-
leum dealers’ associa-
tion, Dimapur petroleum 

dealers’ association, Na-
galand tankers’ transport 
association and oil tanker 
drivers’ union. It has also 
thanked the four organi-
sations for giving assur-
ance to open the petrol 
pumps for the welfare of 
the public. 

BAN further requested 
the state government to 
step up their efforts so 
that the abducted persons 
are rescued unharmed.

Dimapur, May 1 (EMN): 
Dimapur police have ar-
rested one person for in-
dulging in gambling in 
public place from Blue Hill 
area on May 1.

The accused has been 
identified as Lovito Yep-
thomi (28), son of Khughu-
ka Yepthomi of Yangzetong 
village in Kiphire district 
and a present resident of 
Thahekhu village, Block – 
7, Dimapur. 

A press release issued 
by additional commis-
sioner of police and PRO 
stated that police have 
recovered six dices, one 
hollow box and one plastic 

Dimapur, May 1 (EMN): 
Department of forest has 
organised one-day work-
shop on pre-fire season 
awareness for co-ordina-
tion among line depart-
ments, villages, colony 
councils, and NGOs at 
forest colony commu-
nity hall, Wokha, with the 

deputy commissioner, 
Dr. Manazir Jeelani Sa-
moon, as the guest of 
honour on May 1.

The DC, while high-
lighting on the structure 
of disaster management 
authority, said incidents 
of fire could be brought 
under control if the vil-

lage disaster manage-
m e n t  a u t h o r i t y  a n d 
village disaster core com-
mittee response report 
on time. 

Expressing concern 
on the lack of fire safety 
norms while constructing 
buildings, he urged upon 
the public to follow basic 

norms in order to prevent 
the fire from spreading to 
nearby buildings.

Commenting on the 
importance of conserv-
ing Mt. Tiyi Forest, he has 
urged upon the commu-
nity participation for the 
success of any project. 
He has also appealed the 

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, May 1 (EMN): Tsütuonuomia 
Students’ Union (TSU) of Kohima village 
has celebrated the silver jubilee of its 
night tuition centre on the theme “tread-
ing the right path of better education” 
this evening at T Khel indoor stadium. 
To mark the occasion, the union has 
announced a year-long celebration by 
organising various activities.

Speaking on the occasion, treasurer 
of T Khel Gazetted Officers’ Association, 
Neituolie Phewhuo, has urged upon the 
students’ community to respect and hon-
our their parents and elders so that with 
their blessings they would achieve many 
extraordinary things in their lives. 

‘work and worship’ was 
delivered by C Bendang 
Jamir, a trained teacher of 
homiletics. Jamir told that 
‘one should not eat if you 
don’t work’. 

“When we work, we 
have to multiply and be 
fruitful. Only then will we 
be in a position to sustain 
any enterprise we under-
take,” he said adding that 
“until we get economic 
independence, we will not 
get spiritual freedom.” 

Others who spoke in-
cluded Shuneing, chair-
man of Nchangram vil-
lage council, and Hainlang 
Hau, member BENAAN 
Biosphere. Namsibo, for-
est range officer, Tening, 
chaired the programme. 
Special songs and tradi-
tional dances were pre-
sented by youth and 
women folk of Nchangram 
village. 

T h e  o f f i c i a l  p r o -
gramme was followed by 
free distribution of tree 
saplings and poultry 
chicks. Besides, a special 
animal health care camp 
was conducted with en-
thusiastic participation 
of local livestock farmers 
after which, free veteri-
nary medicines were also 
distributed. 

Dr. Imti, assistant pro-
fessor from the college 
of veterinary sciences & 
animal husbandry, Jalukie, 
Peren district, took the 
time to interact with live-
stock farmers about prob-
lems faced by them.

villagers and colonies to 
come forward and regu-
late laws and legislations 
for preserving our natural 
resources.

A DIPR report stated 
that the superintend-
ent of police, Wokha, 
Bharat  Markad,   has 
also urged upon all con-
cerned citizens to pre-
serve the forest. Giving 
special emphasis on Mt. 
Tiyi, he also assured that 
the department of forest 
would extend all possible 
assistance as and when 
required by the depart-
ment.

Short speeches were 
also delivered by the 
president and secretary 
of Lotha hoho, president 
of Lotha Students’ Union 
and representatives from 
village councils.

Sounding a note of caution to young 
people to be careful against influence of 
bad habits and the love of money that 
destroy ones’ life and society, he advised 
them to maintain good health and habits 
to excel in their academic performance. 
Phewhuo also urged the gathering to be 
generous in donating lands for any devel-
opmental activities with broader mind so 
as to take the society forward. 

He also observed on the requirement 
for more playgrounds for the children to 
explore in the field of sports, which forms 
an integral part in their overall develop-
ment. He also lauded the effort of the 
pioneers of night tuition centre, which 
gave opportunity to many students to 
study and do well.

Extending jubilee greetings, convenor 
of organising committee, Kevisevolie 
Solo, expressed his delight in which the 
students’ union has reached another 
milestone worth mentioning and worth 
celebrating in the field of education de-
velopment. 

While opining that the beginning 
might not be easy, he expressed happi-
ness that the pioneers and leaders had 
sowed the seed for the existing genera-
tions to reap and enjoy it. He also remind-
ed that jubilee is a time to retrospect and 
look forward for brighter tomorrow.

Solo has sought the cooperation from 
everyone to make the jubilee a meaning-
ful and fruitful celebration.

sheet. Case in this connec-
tion has been registered 
with the East Police Sta-
tion, Dimapur, adding that 
further investigation is on. 

Tsütuonuomia students observe 25th anniversary of night tuition centre
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Manipur CM launch ‘go to village’ 
mission in Laphupat Tera village

Professor Jagdish Mukhi will be 
the new governor of Manipur 

Five railway staff receives award 
for preventing ‘probable’ mishaps

Assam misses deadline to 
repair river embankments

NPP wins Williamnagar 
Assembly seat in Meghalaya

Modi loves me like a son, says Tripura CM 

Counter-Insurgency and Jungle Warfare School celebrates raising day

Our Correspondent
Dimapur, May 1 (EMN): 
The Manipur Chief Minister 
Nongthombam Biren Singh 
launched ‘go to village’ mis-
sion at Laphupat Tera vil-
lage on May 1 in Manipur. 
The mission was to find out 
the issues and address the 
grievances of the villages in 
the state.

‘Go to village’ was 
launched after the success-
ful introduction of  ‘go to 
hills’ mission in the state by 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
led coalition government in 
the state.

Addressing the function 
Chief  Minister said that 
‘go to village’ was launched 
across 60 villages in its 60 
assembly constituencies. 
The mission was designed 
after a thorough discussions 
and meetings as ‘the present 
government would work for 
the welfare of  the people,’ 
he added.

Stating that the govern-
ment would extend every 
possible help to uplift the 
lives of  the people, Singh 
assured that such mission 
would create an opportunity 

EM Images

A glimpse of Chief Minister N Biren Singh watering a tree planted by him on the sideline of the ‘Go to 
village’ mission launching programme in Manipur on Tuesday.

Biplab Kumar Deb 

 MIRROR CROSSWORD 1806SUD0KU 1646
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. Emperors
 6. Fondness or regard
 10. ____ the Terrible
 14. Disturb
 15. “Inter-____”
 16. Roman emperor
 17. Set up or deceive (slang)
 18. Dirty air
 19. Muse of history (Greek 

mythology)
 20. Symbolizes
 22. Evades
 24. Not any
 25. Framework of slanted supports
 26. Nero’s wife: Poppaea ______
 29. Lyricist
 30. 50s brother singing group
 31. Doubled twice
 37. Act in response
 39. Actor ___ Beatty
 40. Talk idly
 41. Reciprocal actions and reactions
 44. Not odd
 45. Modern-day Persia
 46. Estimate or determine
 48. 1996 Nobel Prize winner Richard 

E _______
 52. Counter or against
 53. Unstable
 54. Fearing greatly
 58. Ferrous
 59. Small circular lake
 61. Spanish for “Mister”
 62. Twice daily rise and fall of water 

levels
 63. Process (abbrev.)
 64. Large Asian country
 65. Observes
 66. Inner bark of the paper 

mulberry
 67. Tale 
 
 DOWN
 1. Dense clump or cluster

 2. Active or vigorous
 3. Right away
 4. Recollect
 5. Tennis star ______ Edberg
 6. “_____ at the Bat”
 7. Gifts to the poor
 8. ___ de Janeiro
 9. More keen
 10. Anvil bone in the ear
 11. South African grassland
 12. Arabian gazelle 
 13. Hangman’s knot
 21. Modern-day 

Mesopotamia

 23. Ease
 25. Alcoholic drink usually 

served hot
 26. Indian dress
 27. Ends a prayer
 28. Rhythm
 29. Song of joyful praise
 32. Untwist strands
 33. Chief executive
 34. Wash or bathe
 35. French for “Summers”
 36. Lairs
 38. Warble
 42.Expropriate or seize

 43. Rational
 47. Stagnation or stoppage
 48. Narrow straight openings
 49. _____ Antoinette
 50. Home
 51. Connects points
 52. Genus of tall southeast 

Asian palms
 54. Small amount of liquid
 55. Pertaining to India
 56. French for “Black”
 57. Combination of black 

and white
 60. Historical period
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to build a bright future of the 
people. Since 1972, there 
has been democratic elected 
government. However, there 
has been a minimal positive 
change in the state.

‘With this new mission, 
the government would iden-

tify the eligible and deserv-
ing beneficiaries and deliver 
government services at their 
doorstep. 

There are 2515 census 
villages in the state and the 
data collection of  the re-
quirements of  such village 

would be completed in 11 
months,’ Singh said.

While mentioning about 
the ‘alarming rise of cancer’ 
in the state, CM has an-
nounced that the govern-
ment would set up a ‘dedi-
cated cancer hospital’ and a 

general hospital to cope such 
health problems soon. He 
added that, a high end labo-
ratory will be established to 
examine the cause of  such 
health problems.

Singh also said that the 
party belongs to the people 
and is for the people.

 He said that the govern-
ment endorses the Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
‘Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas’ 
a collective effort towards 
inclusive growth. 

The Lok Sabha Mem-
ber of Parliament Bhabana 
hoped that CM’s initiative 
‘go to the hills’ have rooted 
out the mistrust and misun-
derstanding among various 
communities in the state. 
He said that such mission as 
this is an ‘innovative idea to 
deliver government services 
at people’s doorstep.’

Welfare assistance was 
distributed to the beneficiar-
ies under various depart-
ments. Beneficiaries received 
materials such as construc-
tion of individual household 
latrines, soil health cards, 
paddy seeds, weaver cards, 
sewing machines etc.

Our Correspondent
Dimapur, May 1 (EMN): 
Professor Jagdish Mukhi 
will be sworn in as new 
governor of  Manipur on 
May 3 as the present Gov-
ernor Dr Najma Heptulla is 
taking leave for four weeks. 
An official sources in Im-
phal has informed about 
the change of  governor on 
Tuesday.

The swearing in cer-
emony will be held at the 
Durbar hall of  Raj Bhavan 
in Imphal at 3:00 pm.

S o u r c e s  s a i d  t h a t 
Mukhi who is currently the 
Governor of  Assam will 
take additional charge as 
Manipur governor during 
Dr Najma Heptulla’s leave. 

Mukhi will be the sixth 
governor of  Manipur since 
May 2014, when NDA 
came to power.

It may be mentioned 
that Prof  Jagdish Mukhi, a 
veteran leader of  Bharatiya 
Janata Party and former 
Member Legislative As-
sembly from Janak Puri 
assembly constituency in 
Delhi has sworn in as the 
Assam Governor on Oct. 
10 2017.

In his previous assign-
ment, Mukhi served as 
the Lieutenant Governor 
of  Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands. 

He succeeded Banwari-
lal Purohit who has been 
appointed as the Governor 

of  Tamil Nadu.
Mukhi had also served 

as Minister of  Finance, 
Planning, Excise and Taxa-
tion, and Higher Education 
in the Delhi government. 
He is credited with working 
extensively for the welfare 
of  citizens of  Delhi apart 
from holding the charge 
of  opposition leader in 
Delhi assembly during 
1998-2008. 

He had been awarded 
the Best Finance and Plan-
ning Minister by the then 
Planning Minister Pranab 
Mukherjee in 1997 and 
was also awarded as the 
best MLA by the then Lok 
Sabha Speaker Sh Mano-
har Joshi in 2002.

Dimapur, May 1 (EMN): The Northeast 
Frontier Railway have awarded five of  its 
staffs for what it stated as ‘averting probable 
mishaps’ while performing their duty. 

The five staff being awarded were- Suren-
dra Kumar, gateman of  NC-48 working 
under Senior Section Engineer/P-Way/Al-
uabari; Suman Bhowmik, Guard/ Mail/Ali-

puduar Junction; PK Sarkar-II, Loco Pilot/
Mail/ Alipuduar Junction; Abhijit Dhar, Sen-
ior Assistant Loco Pilot/ Alipuduar Junction; 
and Jayanta Barman, Track Maintener-IV/
Rangiya.  According to a press release from 
the PRO of Northeast Frontier Railway of  
Maligaon, General Manager of NF Railway, 
Sanjive Roy gave away the awards.

Dhubri (Assam), May 1 
(IANS): The Assam gov-
ernment’s Water Resources 
Department has missed a 
deadline to repair river em-
bankments in the state result-
ing in fear and panic among 
residents living in flood-prone 
areas ahead of the upcoming 
monsoon season.

In February, Chief Min-
ister Sarbananda Sonowal 
had asked the Department 
to complete all its repair work 
by April 30.

Assam has about 5,000 
km of embankments which 
were built way back in the 
1950s. Most of them, which 
have deteriorated over the 
years due to poor mainte-
nance, are prone to breaches 
during the floods. 

“We have heard about 
the Chief Minister’s instruc-
tion to the Water Resources 

Department to repair the 
embankments. However, 
nothing has changed here. 
The repair works are yet to 
begin,” said Ikramul Hus-
sain of Kaladoba along the 
Indo-Bangladesh border in 
Dhubri district. “A project to 
repair the embankments of  
Gangadhar river had started 
long time ago which is yet to 
complete. The contractors 
have just dumped sand which 
is not sufficient to prevent the 
floods,” he added.

Another villager said: 
“Every year we bear the brunt 
of floods and erosion. Large 
tracks of agricultural lands 
have already been eroded. 
Many farmers have lost their 
income source. The govern-
ment spends large amounts 
of money every year in re-
pairing embankments as 
well as to protect lands from 

erosion. But we become the 
victims every year. 

“We just want some per-
manent solution to the flood 
problem. Every year we have 
to vacate our houses and we 
are displaced for several days. 
It is difficult to rebuild the 
houses again. We lose people 
and our cattle besides losing 
large amounts of lands.”

Meanwhile, state Wa-
ter Resources Minister 
Keshab Mahanta had re-
cently claimed that 26 em-
bankments which were 
breached during the mon-
soon season last year, have 
been repaired.

According to the Assam 
government, the state had 
suffered an estimated loss of  
Rs 2,939 crore, in the mon-
soon season last year affect-
ing over 25 lakh people in 29 
districts. 

Shillong, May 1 (PTI): The 
National People’s Party can-
didate Marcuise Marak was 
today elected MLA from the 
Williamnagar Assembly seat 
in Meghalaya, increasing 
the party’s strength to 20 in 
the House. The 60-member 
Meghalaya Assembly has an 
effective strength of 59.

Marcuise polled 9,656 
votes and defeated his nearest 
rival and Independent candi-
date Sengbush R Marak by 
a margin of 4,736 votes, the 
state’s Chief Electoral Officer 
F R Kharkogor told PTI.

Polling for the seat was 
postponed following the 
death of  NCP candidate 
Jonathone N Sangma in an 
IED attack on February 18, 
days before the February-27 
Assembly election in the 
state.

The Congress and the 
NPP now have 20 MLAs 

each, United Democratic 
Party 6, People’s Democratic 
Front 4, BJP 2, Hills State 
People’s Democratic Part 2, 
Khun Hynniewtrep National 
Awakening Movement 1, 
NCP 1 and 3 Independents.

Bye-elections to the Am-
pati seat, formerly represent-
ed by Leader of Opposition 
Mukul Sangma, is scheduled 
for May 28.

Marcuise had represent-
ed Williamnagar in 2008 
but was defeated in the 2013 
elections by Congress MLA 
Deborah C Marak.

Marak, a Cabinet min-
ister in the Mukul Sangma 
government, finished third, 
polling only 4,554 votes, fol-
lowed by Krenila R Ma-
rak, wife of  Jonathone N 
Sangma.

In all, nine candidates 
contested in the April 27 elec-
tions in Williamnagar.

Agartala, May 1 (IANS): 
Tripura Chief  Minister Bi-
plab Kumar Deb on Tues-
day said that Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi loved him 
like a son.

“There is no truth in the 
(media) reports of  Modiji 
summoning me to Delhi. 
The (Delhi) trip was long 
planned. In fact, Modiji loves 
me like a son,” Deb tweeted.

He denied media reports 
that the Prime Minister had 
called him to Delhi in view 
of  his recent controversial 
statements on various issues.

An official of the Chief  
Minister’s Secretariat said 
Deb left for New Delhi on 
Tuesday to attend a series of  
programmes in the national 
capital.

“From Delhi the Chief  
Minister will go to Bengaluru 
to join BJP leaders to cam-
paign for the party ahead of  
the May 12 Karnataka As-
sembly elections,” the official 
added.

The Additional Secre-

tary to the Chief  Minister, 
Milind Ramteke, said the 
Chief Minister would attend 
a meeting chaired by Modi 
on Wednesday of a national 
committee set up to com-
memorate Mahatma Gan-
dhi’s 150th birth anniversary.

“Deb is also likely to 
meet several central ministers 
including Prakash Javadekar. 
He will attend a meeting with 
External Affairs Minister Su-
shma Swaraj where all Chief  
Ministers from the other 
northeastern states will be 
present,” the official added.

Deb has courted contro-
versy with his comments.

An arts graduate from 
Tripura University, Deb had 
stated that the Internet and 
satellite communication ex-
isted during the Mahabhara-
ta era. He also questioned the 
crowning of Diana Hayden 
as Miss World in 1997.

The 47-year-old Chief  
Minister also stated that me-
chanical engineers should 
not opt for civil services, but 

civil engineers should.
He asked the educated 

youth to set up paan shops in-
stead of running after politi-
cal parties to get government 
jobs. He asked youths to 
explore a career in the dairy 
field and keep cows.

He suggested that West 
Bengal Chief  Minister 
Mamata Banerjee must con-
sult doctors for mental treat-
ment.Deb’s controversial 
statements have drawn criti-
cism from media, twitterati, 
intellectuals and political ad-
versaries.

Asked about his state-
ments, Deb told the media: 
“I am not quoted accurately. 
You know better what I want 
to say. Inner meaning of my 
comments have not appeared 
in the media.”

Recently, the Prime Min-
ister advised BJP leaders 
not to give “masala” to the 
media by commenting on 
every issue, saying they affect 
the country, the BJP and the 
individual’s image.

Dimapur, May 1 (EMN): 
The Counter-Insurgency 
and Jungle Warfare School 
(CIJWS) in Mizoram have 
celebrated its 49th raising day 
on May 1 with a plethora of  
events which started from 
April 28 onwards. Governor 
of Mizoram, Nirbhay Shar-
ma was the chief  guest of  
the event. During his visit, the 
Governor was shown vari-
ous state-of-the-srt training 
facilities and infrastructure, 
which were in the school for 
conduct of  contemporary 
counter terrorist training.

The festivities included 
cultural and ceremonial func-
tions followed by a special 

address from commandant 
Maj Gen MS Ghura, SM, 
VSM to the staff and instruc-
tors. While interacting with 
the members of  the sports 
club, commandant spoke on 
the importance of sports in 
an over-all development of  
individual and in turn con-
tributes toward building an 
ideal society. 

As part of  its contribu-
tions to nation building ef-
forts of  Indian Army, the 
CIJWS staff utilised the oc-
casion to plant more than 200 
medicinal trees in the school 
premises.

The press release stated 
that over the years, the school 

has evolved into a ‘unique 
world-class’ institution with 
state-of-the-art infrastruc-
ture and training facilities. 
It added that, the institution 
imparts counter terrorism 
training to combatant of In-
dian Army, Central Armed 
Police Forces, and Para Mili-
tary Forces, and State Police. 

‘The school also boasts of  
a global imprint with soldiers 
and contingents of  more 
than 48 countries undergo-
ing regular training here. 
Most of these countries are 
actively involved in counter 
terrorism operations in their 
homelands,’ the press release 
informed.
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GST collections cross INR 1 
lakh crore milestone in April

Oil PSUs freeze petrol, 
diesel prices ahead of 
Karnataka polls

Core sector growth rate slows to 
4.1% in March; 4.2 pc in 2017-18

Dell vows to boost partners’ business with new offeringsSilver goes up on 
increased offtake; 
gold steady

Maruti Suzuki sales in April 
rise 14.4% to 1,72,986 units

New Delhi, May 1 (PTI): 
A fortnight before Kar-
nataka goes to polls, PSU 
oil firms have stopped 
revising petrol and die-
sel prices even though 
benchmark internation-
al rates have gone up by 
almost USD 2 per barrel.

With finance minis-
try refusing to cut excise 
duty to give relief to the 
common man from pet-
rol hitting a 55-month 
high of Rs 74.63 a litre 
and diesel at a record 
high of Rs 65.93, oil PSUs 
have since April 24 not 
changed fuel rates.

Daily price notifica-
tion issued by oil firms 
showed static petrol and 
diesel price since April 
24.

This is despite the 
benchmark internation-
al rate for petrol going 
up from USD 78.84 per 
barrel, which was used 
for raising the price to Rs 
74.63 a litre on April 24, 
to USD 80.56 now, ac-
cording to sources privy 
to fuel pricing method-
ology.

The benchmark in-
ternational diesel rates 
during this period have 
climbed from USD 84.68 
per barrel to USD 86.35. 
Also, the rupee has 
weakened to Rs 66.14 
to a US dollar from Rs 
65.41, making imports 
costlier.

Oil PSU executives 
refused to discuss pric-
ing saying they have 
been asked not to speak 
on the issue.

“We have been told 
not to discuss pricing,” 
said a top official at one 
of the three state-owned 
oil marketing firm said. 
“You can neither quote 
me or my company on 
this,” he said.

Oil ministry officials 
said they don’t have any-
thing to do with pricing 
and its up to the compa-
nies how they price fuel.

Karnataka goes to 
polls on May 12.

Oil Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan had 
last month denied re-
ports of a directive to 
state oil firms to absorb 
at least Re 1 a litre of hike 
by not raising prices in 
line with cost. 

The prices at petrol 
pumps of state-owned 
fuel retailers like Indian 
Oil Corp (IOC) were cut 
by 1-3 paisa every day in 
the first fortnight of De-
cember 2017 before Gu-
jarat went to polls.

They started mov-
ing up immediately af-
ter polling for assembly 
elections in Gujarat con-

cluded on December 14, 
leading to speculation 
that government may 
have asked oil compa-
nies to hold on to the 
prices.

State-owned oil com-
panies in June last year 
dumped the 15-year 
old practice of revising 
rates on 1st and 16th of 
every month and instead 
adopted a dynamic daily 
price revision to instant-
ly reflect changes in cost.

If this practice was 
followed in letter and 
spirit petrol and diesel 
prices should have been 
increased by 50-60 paisa 
a litre in last one week, 
an analyst tracking the 
sector said.

The government had 
in June 2010 freed pet-
rol price from its control 
and the diesel rates were 
deregulated in October 
2014. Prices have since 
then moved more or less 
in tandem with inter-
national rates barring a 
few exceptions like the 
period before a crucial 
election.

Finance Secretary 
Hasmukh Adhia had last 
month and Economic 
Affairs Secretary Sub-
hash Garg had last week 
ruled out any immediate 
reduction in excise duty 
to cushion the increases 
warranted from spike in 
international oil price.

The BJP-led govern-
ment had raised excise 
duty nine times between 
November 2014 and Jan-
uary 2016 to shore up fi-
nances as global oil pric-
es fell, but then cut the 
tax just once in October 
last year by Rs 2 a litre.

The government had 
between November 2014 
and January 2016 raised 
excise duty on petrol by 
Rs 11.77 a litre and that 
on diesel by Rs 13.47 per 
litre to take away gains 
arising from plummet-
ing global oil prices. This 
led to its excise mop up 
more than doubling 
to Rs 2,42,000 crore in 
2016-17 from Rs 99,000 
crore in 2014-15.

The central govern-
ment had cut excise duty 
by Rs 2 per litre in Oc-
tober 2017, when petrol 
price reached Rs 70.88 
per litre in Delhi and 
diesel Rs 59.14. Because 
of the reduction in ex-
cise duty, diesel prices 
had on October 4, 2017, 
come down to Rs 56.89 
per litre and petrol to Rs 
68.38 per litre.

However, a global ral-
ly in crude prices pushed 
domestic fuel prices far 
higher than those levels.

New Delhi, May 1 (PTI): The growth of 
eight core sectors slowed to 3-month 
low of 4.1 per cent in March due to weak 
performance in as many as six sectors 
including coal, crude oil and natural 
gas.

The other sectors which showed 
slower growth rate were refinery prod-
ucts, steel and electricity.

The growth rate of eight infrastruc-
ture sectors, which also include ferti-
lisers and cement, was 5.2 per cent in 
March 2017, according to the data re-
leased by the commerce and industry 
ministry today. The previous low was in 
the core sectors was 3.8 per cent in De-
cember 2017.

Cumulatively, the eight core sectors 
grew by 4.2 per cent in 2017-18, low-

est in the last three financial years. The 
growth was 4.8 per cent in the previous 
fiscal and 3 per cent in 2015-16.

The core sector would have an im-
pact on the Index of Industrial Produc-
tion (IIP) data as these eight segments 
account for about 41 per cent of the to-
tal factory output.

Output growth rate of only fertliser 
and cement reported healthy numbers. 
Both the sectors grew by 3.2 per cent 
and 13 per cent respectively in March.

On the other hand, coal, natural gas, 
refinery products and steel produc-
tion growth slowed to 9.1 per cent (as 
against 10.6 per cent in March 2017), 
1.3 per cent, 1 per cent, 4.7 per cent (as 
against 11 per cent a year ago) respec-
tively during the month under review.

Las Vegas, May 1 (IANS): 
Dell Technologies is 
investing in new pro-
grammes, incentives and 
solutions designed to fast 
track its channel part-
ners’ delivery of digital, 
IT, security and workforce 
transformation for their 
customers, the company 
announced at its Global 
Partner Summit 2018.

The event, co-located 
alongside Dell Technolo-
gies World 2018 here, wel-
comed more than 5,000 
partners. “We have seen 
tremendous growth and 
momentum over the past 
year. Our partners con-
tinue to grow their busi-
nesses; however, we know 
there is still massive op-
portunity in front of us,” 

Joyce Mullen, President, 
Global Channel, OEM 
(Original Equipment 
Manufacturer) and IoT 
(Internet of Things) So-
lutions at Dell EMC, told 
reporters. The historic 
$67 billion Dell and EMC 
Corp merger got complet-
ed in September 2016.

“The products and 
programmes announced 
this week at Dell Technol-
ogies World 2018 would 
enable our partners to 
broaden their capabilities 
and to grow even faster. 
Our top priority is help-
ing partners solve their 
customers’ complex dig-
ital challenges,” Mullen 
added.

While each business 
would continue to have 

its own independent pro-
gramme, the new Dell 
Technologies Advantage 
framework’s value-added 
capabilities and certifica-
tions promise to enhance 
the ability to more eas-
ily and efficiently deliver 
positive business out-
comes from across the 
Dell Technologies portfo-
lio. The new framework 
also will complement the 
core Dell EMC Partner 
Program that includes 
new capabilities, offerings 
and incentives for part-
ners, the company said. 

Exclusively for chan-
nel partners, the new Dell 
EMC Ready Stack pro-
gramme would simplify 
how partners can bundle, 
sell and build infrastruc-

New Delhi, May 1 (PTI): 
The GST collection in 
April crossed the Rs 1 lakh 
crore mark for the first 
time, indicating stabilisa-
tion of the new indirect 
tax regime that was rolled 
out on July 1 last year.

Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley expressed hope 
that the positive trend in 
collection of Goods and 
Services Tax (GST) would 
continue.

In March the figure 
was Rs 89,264 crore. The 
GST mop up in the entire 
2017-18 fiscal stood at Rs 
7.41 lakh crore.

“The total gross GST 
revenue collected in 
April 2018 is Rs 1,03,458 
crore of which CGST is Rs 
18,652 crore, SGST is Rs 
25,704 crore, IGST is Rs 
50,548 crore (including 
Rs 21,246 crore collected 
on imports) and Cess is 
Rs 8,554 crore - including 
Rs 702 crore collected on 

imports, Finance Ministry 
said in a release.

The buoyancy in the 
tax revenue of GST re-
flects the upswing in the 
economy and better com-
pliance, it added.

Jaitley said in a tweet 
that with the improved 
economic climate, intro-
duction of e-way bill and 
improved GST compli-
ance, the indirect collec-
tions would continue to 
show a positive trend.

“GST collections 
in April exceeding Rs 1 
lakh crore is a landmark 
achievement and a con-
firmation of increased 
economic activity as 
brought out by other re-
ports,” the finance min-
ister said. He stressed that 
increased tax collections 
will help the nation to ex-
pand its economic hori-
zons and take it to loftier 
heights.

The ministry fur-

New Delhi, May 1 (PTI): 
Silver today rose by Rs 200 
to Rs 40,500 per kg on the 
back of increased offtake 
by consuming industries.

On the other hand, 
gold held steady at Rs 
32,200 per ten gram in 
scattered deals even as it 
weakened overseas.

Traders attributed the 
rise in silver prices to a 
pick-up in offtake by in-
dustrial units and coin 
makers at the local spot 
market.

Globally, silver and 
gold fell as the dollar 
firmed near 3-1/2 month 
highs, eroding demand 
for the precious metals as 
a safe haven. 

Gold fell 0.45 per cent 
to USD 1,309 an ounce 

and silver by 0.46 per cent 
to USD 16.22 an ounce in 
London in early trade to-
day.

In the national capital, 
silver ready traded higher 
by Rs 200 to Rs 40,500 per 
kg, while weekly-based 
delivery slipped by Rs 215 
to Rs 38,640 per kg.

Silver coins however 
spurted by Rs 1,000 to Rs 
76,000 for buying and Rs 
77,000 for selling of 100 
pieces.

Gold of 99.9 per cent 
and 99.5 per cent purity 
ruled flat at Rs 32,200 and 
Rs 32,050 per ten gram, 
respectively. It had lost Rs 
120 in yesterday’s trade.

Sovereign was also 
unaltered at Rs 24,800 per 
piece of eight gram.

New Delhi, May 1 (PTI) 
: Maruti Suzuki India 
(MSI) the country’s larg-
est car maker, sold 5,499 
cars a day on average in 
April, taking domestic 
sales within kissing dis-
tance of 1,65,000 units. 
That’s up 14.2 per cent 
year on year. This is the 
company’s best-ever 
monthly sales perform-
ance in the domestic 
market, after the 150,521 
units last September. 
The company’s total 
sales last month, includ-
ing exports, stood at 
1,72,986 units.

However, not all cars 
in its stable are doing 
well. Its C-segment of-
fering, Ciaz, which had 
managed to pip rivals 
like Honda City and Hy-
undai Verna in 2016, is 
fast losing traction. Ac-
cording to MSI, sales of 
the mid-sized sedan no-
sedived 27.2 per cent, to 
5,116 units during the 
month under review. 
This is its eighth consec-
utive month of dipping 
sales.

With the entry of Toy-
ota Yaris, which is play-
ing up its top-notch safe-
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•	 B.A	Pass	Certificate
	 Roll	No:	B0802011 

(2007-8)
	 Regd	No:	31045810

LOST NOTICE

K-1658

1)	N	P	S	C/	U	P	S	C	Prelims	Exam	2018,	
SSC and Banking

2)	Computer	Courses	(Special	Classes	
for	those	who	are	waiting	for	Exams	
result)

3) Special Coaching for Stenography 
and Typewriting

4)	Cutting	and	Tailoring
5)	Spoken	English	(Starting	soon)

NEAR NEW N S T BUS STATION, KOHIMA
PH. 9862034454

K-1657

ADMISSION GOING ON FOR:

ELITE ACADEMY

The	 Angami	 National	 Workers	 of	 the	 NSCN	
/	 GPRN	 would	 like	 to	 convey	 our	 heartfelt	
gratitude	 to	 the	 Collective	 Leadership	 for	
inviting	 Mr.	 Victor	 Angami	 (Vitsolhou)	 as	 an	
esteemed	member	of	the	Collective	Leadership	
of	the	NSCN/GPRN.	We	also	take	this	privilege	
to	reaffirm	our	unconditional	service	towards	
nation	 building	 under	 the	 leadership	 of	 His	
Excellency,	 the	 Vice-President,	 Sir.	 Kholi	 and	
the	Hon’ble	Ato	Kilonser,	Sir.	Th	Muivah.	May	
the	Almighty	grant	them	wisdom,	good	health	
and	a	long	life	in	the	service	of	the	nation.	

In	the	service	of	the	nation
(K.	ROKO	PESEYIE)

D-5346

IN GRATITUDE  
No.	M-113/18/838-39		 	 Notice	 is	 hereby	 given	 that	 Shri. 
Zeneikhotso Iralu	 -Vrs-	 Shri. Razouselhou Keditsu resident 
of Dimapur Town/Village		 in	the	District	of	Dimapur,	Nagaland	
under	Rule	50	&	51	Assam	land	Revenue	Regulation	1886	have	
applied	for	Mutation	of	land	described	in	the	schedule	below:-

The	undersigned	under	Rule	52	of	the	said	Rules	do	hereby	
invites	 claims/objections	 concerning	 to	 the	 said	 land,	 if	 any	
&	 should	 be	 submitted	 to	 this	 court	 in	 writing	 on	 or	 before	
26/05/18
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name	of	Patta	Holder:	Shri. Zeneikhotso Iralu
Village/Block	No:	Nagarjan (Kuda),	Patta	No:	690
Dag	No:	42/1016,	Area:	00B-01K-09 ½ Ls
North: Lily Sema , South: Approach Road(Lane No-22)
East: Main Road, West: Senti Ao

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT 
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt.	Dimapur	the	26th	April’	18

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur:	Nagaland

NOTICE

D-5345

IMMANUEL COLLEGE
LENGRIJAN	:	DIMAPUR-797	112,	P.B.	NO.	253.

Graduates preferably	 with	 past	
experience	 and	 from	 Theological	
background	 are	 invited	 for	 walk	
in	 interview	 with	 all	 the	 relevant	
documents	 from	HSLC	 onwards	 on	5th 
May 2018 (Saturday) at 10:00 A.M. for 
the	post	of	Female	Warden.	

Principal.			#		03862-248275	/	248212
E-mail:	immanuelcollege797112@gmail.com

WANTED FEMALE WARDEN

D-5347

ty and comfort features, 
the competition in this 
segment has only gotten 
fiercer. Alto, which was 

reportedly top-selling 
car in 2017, has also 
slipped marginally. The 
mini-segment car sales, 

including WagonR, wit-
nessed a 2.8 per cent de-
cline - from 38,897 units 
in April 2017 to 37,794 
units last month.

The company state-
ment further disclosed 
that sales of its utility 
vehicles, including Gyp-
sy, Grand Vitara, Ertiga, 
S-Cross and compact 
SUV Vitara Brezza, has 
also stayed mostly flat 
at 20,804 units in April 
- going up a negligible 1 
per cent year-on-year. So 
what’s driving up sales 
for MSI? It has its com-
pact segment to thank. 
The auto major said that 
sales of the compact seg-
ment comprising new 
Swift, Estilo, Dzire and 
Baleno jumped by 31.8 
per cent to 83,834 units 
last month, as against 
63,584 units in April 
2017.

Meanwhile, sales of 
vans - Omni and Eeco 
- spiked 14 per cent to 
15,886 units last month, 
up from 13,938 units 
in the year-ago period. 
MSI’s exports in April 
were also up 19.1 per 
cent to a little over 8,000 
units.

Loyalists have plenty 
to look forward to from 
the company in the near 
future. According to MSI 
Senior Executive Direc-
tor, Marketing and Sales, 
R.S. Kalsi, MSI will intro-
duce five new products 
over the next two years. 
Meanwhile, Chairman 
RC Bhargava recently an-
nounced plans to go full 
throttle to develop vari-
ous kinds of alternate 
technologies, including 
CNG powered cars and 
hybrid vehicles - not just 
electric vehicles.

“We want to have 
clean cars in the country, 
we want to reduce oil im-
port and we want to re-
duce pollution. Our ob-
jective is same as that of 
the government. For do-
ing that we do not want 
to put all our hopes on 
battery cost reduction. 
We want to look at other 
alternate technologies 
as well,” he said, add-
ing, “Our view is to keep 
all options open, put all 
these options in front of 
customer and then let 
him/her decide what is 
best suited for his/her 
requirements.”

ther said that it is usually 
noticed that in the last 
month of a financial year, 
people also try to pay ar-
rears of some of the pre-
vious months and, there-
fore, April 2018 revenue 
cannot be taken as trend 
for the future.

The total revenue 
earned by the central and 
state governments, after 
settlement in April, is Rs 
32,493 crore for Central 
GST and Rs 40,257 crore 
for State GST, it said.

Vishal Raheja of Tax-
mann said the impact 
of e-way bill can be seen 
from the figures of GST 
revenue collection. 

“It was highly expect-
ed that e-way bill being 
the strong pillar of GST 
would raise the revenue 
after implementation as 
the chances of evasion 
would be reduced to sig-
nificant extent after its 
rollout,” he said. 

Sharing his views on 
the indirect tax collec-
tions, Sandeep Chilana, 
Partner, Shardul Amarch-
and Mangaldas said that 
with anti evasion mecha-
nism such as e-way bills 
becoming mandatory 
from April 1 2018, “it is 
expected that the 1 lakh 
crore benchmark would 
be sustainable in the 
coming months”.

As far as total number 
of GSTR 3B returns for 
March up to April 30 was 
concerned, nearly 69.5 
per cent filed returns.

As many as 60.47 lakh 
as against 87.12 lakh, who 
are eligible to file returns 
for March, did the need-
ful, it said.

April was also the 
month for filing of quar-
terly returns for composi-
tion dealers, it said.

Out of 19.31 lakh com-
position dealers, 11.47 
lakh have filed their quar-
terly return (GSTR 4) and 
have paid total tax of Rs 
579 crore, which is includ-
ed in Rs 1.03 lakh crore of 
total GST collection, the 
ministry added.

ture stack solutions based 
on current and future Dell 
EMC modern data centre 
technologies.
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The Lost Glory 
of Rajya Sabha

R
ajya Sabha or Council of States is an important 
part of Indian parliamentary system. But clear-
ly the House of Elders, as Rajya Sabha is often 
called, has lost its shine. But not for the disrup-

tions as it is witnessing with unfailing regularity. It is be-
cause of the fact that now the House of Elders is being 
used as the backdoor entry point for failed politicians, 
who cannot win elections. So the august house which 
was meant to be meeting point of best intellectual 
minds has now turned in to another political battlefield 
where petty politics, more often than not, dominates 
the proceedings, not the State or welfare of the citizens. 
This practice is being indulged by all political parties. 
For their benefits, the political parties even amended 
the clause that specified that a candidate contesting 
from a particular State should be a permanent resident 
of the place. Because of this clause, former Prime Min-
ister Dr. Manmohan Singh is still a resident of Assam. 
Former President Pranab Mukherjee was a resident of 
Gujarat for long period as the electorate of his own state 
West Bengal rejected his candidature on several occa-
sions. But all these were done keeping national inter-
est in mind. Dr. Manmohan Singh was made to contest 
from Assam as the then Prime Minister P. V. Narasimha 
Rao handpicked him to be finance minister of his gov-
ernment. Before becoming the finance minister the re-
nowned economist had no connection with politics. So, 
as per the provisions of Indian Constitution, He had to 
be elected in parliament within six months of assuming 
charge. At that time as a Rajya Sabha seat was vacant in 
Assam, he was asked to contest from the Northeastern 
state. Similarly, Pranab Mukherjee was the most trusted 
lieutenant of the late Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. 
In 1980 general elections, Mukherjee contested from 
Bolpur parliamentary constituency and lost. Later, he 
was made the union finance minister. So to remain in 
Union Cabinet he shifted from Bengal to Gujarat.

But that provision is no longer in existence at 
present. Finding it difficult to make leaders from one 
state to another as permanent residents that particu-
lar clause was deleted. Since then the floodgate has 
opened. Politicians have made a bee line to make en-
try to Parliament from any State after being rejected by 
people. So, Rajya Sabha now can safely be termed as a 
dumping ground of politicians who are out of favour of 
the electorate. Take the case of former union finance 
minister P. Chidambaram. Predicting the prevailing 
mood of the people of his constituency Shivkashi in 
Tamilnadu, he opted out of electoral battle in 2014. But 
within two years, he made a re-entry to parliament from 
Maharashtra as member of the upper house. Similarly, 
apart from Dr. Manmohan Singh, a member of erst-
while royal family of Assam Sanjay Singh is also an MP 
from Assam in Rajya Sabha. Is there any shortage of eli-
gible candidates from Assam? This question should be 
asked to those who gave him the ticket to contest from 
Assam. In BJP too, there are many such instances. Tak-
ing advantage of the situation, apart from politicians, 
many businessmen have also entered Parliament. Most 
famous among them is Vijay Mallya, who is presently 
cooling his heels in London after duping Indian banks 
of INR 9000 crore. So, the time has now come for the 
policy makers to work together to restore the lost glory 
of the Rajya Sabha.

Rajendra Shende | IANS

Amit Kapoor  | IANS

God longs for us to long for Him.

One day my daughter was visiting with our one-
year-old grandson. I was getting ready to leave the 
house on an errand, but as soon as I walked out of 

the room my grandson began to cry. It happened twice, 
and each time I went back and spent a moment with him. 
As I headed out the door the third time, his little lip began 
to quiver again. At that point my daughter said, “Dad, why 
don’t you just take him with you?”

Any grandparent could tell you what happened next. 
My grandson went along for the ride, just because I love 
him. 

How good it is to know that the longings of our hearts 
for God are also met with love. The Bible assures us that 
we can “know and rely on the love God has for us” (1 John 
4:16). God doesn’t love us because of anything we have 
or haven’t done. His love isn’t based on our worthiness at 
all, but on His goodness and faithfulness. When the world 
around us is unloving and unkind, we can rely on God’s 
unchanging love as our source of hope and peace.

Our heavenly Father’s heart has gone out to us through 
the gift of His Son and His Spirit. How comforting is the 
assurance that God loves us with love that never ends!

Loving Lord, thank You for Your compassion for me, 
proven at the cross. Please help me to obey and love 

You today.

DAILY
PATH

Longing for God

BIBLE READ:   1 JOHN 4:13–16
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

My heart and my flesh cry out for the living God.   
~  Psalm 84:2

F
or the first time, the world is experiencing ice-
breaking events that are not attributable to 
global warming. But they are definitely related 
to warming of another kind. There has been a 

sudden surge of warming of bilateral and one-to-one 
interactions among nations. Multilateralism is on the 
back-burner, at least for now. The United Nations is re-
signed to the position of a passive bystander. Regional 
groupings are curious ringside onlookers.

The Moon-Kim summit in the demilitarised bor-
der of South and North Korea, the Marcon-Trump bro-
mance in the White House and the Modi-Xi riverside 
dialogue in Wuhan are cases in point.

All this warmth coming soon after the high ten-
sion between the US and China reminds us of what 
Otto von Bismarck, a former German Chancellor, once 
said: “Politics is the art of the possible, the attainable 
-- the art of the next best.” That was at the end of 19th 
century. Now, in the 21st century, not only are smart 
technologies disrupting the way the world lives but 
even the new-found smart diplomacy is disrupting the 
way resolutions are sought for long-standing conflicts.

The neoteric approaches, “start-ups” in terms of 
today’s technology, espoused by these leaders, almost 
instinctively, are setting the agenda of “no-agenda 
talks” and communicating with “no-communique 
methods”.

The last such out-of-box diplomacy of recent times 
was seen almost 35 years back. In 1971, the so-called 
“ping-pong-diplomacy” triggered by table tennis play-
ers from the US was seized by Chairman Mao and 
responded to by Henry Kissinger, the US Secretary 
of State -- and gave both countries the confidence to 
thaw their icy relations. The initial moves were shroud-
ed in secrecy and intrigue. In July 1971, Kissinger faked 
“illness” to avoid the paparazzi closely following him 
while on a visit to Pakistan and did not appear in pub-
lic for a day. He was actually on a top-secret mission 
to Beijing to negotiate with Prime Minister Zhou Enlai 

about a visit by President Nixon to China, which even-
tually did take place soon after.

The subsequent “shuttle-diplomacy” for the Pal-
estine-Israel peace deal by Kissinger was effective to a 
certain extent. The final peace deal was clinched, how-
ever, through intimate bilateral interaction facilitated 
by the passive but positive role by Norway.

The informal dialogue with the “Chai-Diplomacy” 
between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and President 
Xi Jinping on the banks of the Yangtze river in Wuhan 
last week was indeed a unique event in more

Firstly, it was initiated by China after an eyeball-
to-eyeball military stand-off between the second and 
third largest economies of the world. Second, the two 
leaders spent more quality time together than sched-
uled -- for two days, away from their capitals, without 
aides who often display classical hawkish diplomacy 
-- to give a strong, positive message to the world.

That meeting also pointed to a new hope for a 
positive and constructive approach in facilitating solu-
tions for global challenges, including climate change, 
sustainable development, food security, combating 
diseases, natural disasters and cyber security. The 
responsive cooperation “to pull together their exper-
tise and resources in these areas and create a global 
network dedicated to these challenges for the larger 
benefit of humanity” was the surprise message from 
the leaders of two giants that were logjammed just 10 
months back.

South Korean President Moon Jae-in and North Ko-
rean leader Kim Jong-un’s diplomatic overture, almost 
coinciding with the Modi-Xi informal summit, has re-
versed the nuclear crisis on the Korean peninsula from 
brinkmanship towards diplomacy. From threatening 
nuclear missiles to the hopes of peace missions was a 
warm and welcoming transition.

Starting with joint winter Olympic Games partici-
pation by the two Koreas, both Kim and Moon have 
taken bilateral diplomatic gamble. The “Olympic di-
plomacy” has worked so far and it is anybody’s guess 
how Kim will play when it comes to specifics in im-
plementing the “complete denuclearisation” of the 

peninsula.
But the body language and humour of the two 

leaders during the crossing of the 38th parallel that di-
vides North and South Korea were a clear indication 
that the future now will be driven by bilateral interests 
in an “amicable atmosphere overflowing with feelings 
of blood relatives”, as stated in their joint statement.

The world also witnessed, again at around the same 
time, another scene of witty and comic body language 
of yet another duo. The media called it “dandruff di-
plomacy”. Emmanuel Macron, French President, and 
Donald Trump, US President, almost displayed dis-
ruptive diplomacy. Trump’s trait of firing anyone who 
disagrees with him, was seen to turn into a language of 
“love thy disagreement”.

He jokingly brushed dandruff off Macron’s suit, 
in front of reporters, but it showed Trump’s apprecia-
tion of Macron’s steadfast and positive criticism -- and 
probably suggested a willingness to listen. A definite 
disruption in Trumpian tactics.

On trade-tariffs, the Iran nuclear deal, the Paris Cli-
mate Agreement, Macron has definite and strong disa-
greements with Trump. By inviting Marcon, to address 
the joint meeting of the Congress, Trump was taking 
the risk of allowing a foreign leader to openly disagree 
on the floor of the highest political chamber of his 
country. But that showed the selective open-minded 
dimension of his diplomacy.

Modi-Xi, Kim-Moon and Macron-Trump have 
given strong messages through their distinctive di-
plomacy. First, that neighbours can resolve their con-
flicts bilaterally. Second, that global threats like ter-
rorism, climate change and nuclearisation have to 
be addressed through open dialogue and disruptive 
diplomacy. Third, leader-to-leader informal contacts 
have the power to resolve conflicts. Lastly, in a rapidly 
changing century of degradation of ecosystems, global 
dialogue also needs bilateral initiatives.
(Rajendra Shende is Chairman, TERRE Policy Centre, 

a former UNEP Director and IIT Alumnus. The 
views expressed are personal. He can be contacted at 

shende.rajendra@gmail.com)

B
y all estimates, the 
Indian economy has 
entered a phase of re-
covery. After a period 

of subdued growth that was 
marred by a spate of disrup-
tions, India has regained the 
fastest-growing major econ-
omy tag and a growth rate 
exceeding seven per cent is 
expected this year. Most reas-
suringly, the manufacturing 
sector has shown an uptick 
with the latest data pointing 
to an improvement in indus-
trial production for the fourth 
month in a row. The agricul-
tural sector also holds strong 
promise of growth since the 
monsoon has been predicted 
to be normal this year.

Meanwhile, the bidding 
for stressed assets under the 
Insolvency and Bankruptcy 
Code (IBC) is in full-swing and 
will hopefully boost the animal 
spirits of the economy. Also, in-
flation is already under check, 
implying that no near-term 
rate hikes are expected by the 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and 
investors can breathe easy.

There are also some grey 
areas within the economy. The 
fiscal situation is slightly tight 
but not unmanageable. The 
rupee is weakening but since 
it was already over-valued, a 
slight adjustment could give 
the required boost to the export 
sector. In all, it seems like a good 
year of healthy growth awaits.

The growth revival story, 
however, still carries some 
chinks in its armour. The big-
gest one comes as a threat to 

the inflation rate. Until now, In-
dia has witnessed a decline in 
inflation mainly due to a fall in 
global commodity prices. Oil, 
gold and coal constitute almost 
half of India’s imports. The 
steep decline in prices of these 
commodities over the last few 
years has kept inflation under 
check. The trend is gradually 
reversing this year. Oil prices 
have already risen to levels last 
seen in 2014 on looming geo-
political risks over the Iran deal. 
Similarly, gold prices are also 
expected to heat up as global 
economic uncertainties over 
issues like potential trade wars 
can result in short-term tail-
wind towards such safe assets.

If such pressure builds up 
on commodity prices, over 
which India has little control, 
inflation might become dif-
ficult to control. Such a sce-
nario would result in a hawkish 
stance by the RBI and a rise in 
economy-wide interest rates 
harming investment senti-
ments that have already been 
precariously low over the last 
few years.

Also, lower oil prices over 
the last few years have helped 
the government improve upon 
the fiscal front due to a reduced 
subsidy bill and increased ex-
cise taxes. These added financial 
benefits for the government will 
end as oil prices increase this 
year. The fiscal position, there-
fore, might become highly vul-
nerable. The only saving grace is 
that subsidies have been rightly 
withdrawn for petrol and die-
sel and, hence, the price rise 
of these commodities will be 
borne mainly by the consumer.

Second, India’s growing 

trade imbalance is another 
cause of concern. In February, 
the deficit rose to a 56-month 
high. Imports have expanded 
at a faster pace than exports 
over the last year. Since the 
imposition of the goods and 
services tax (GST), delays in re-
funds of input tax credits have 
hurt export activity. The widen-
ing of the current account defi-
cit is not a cause for alarm in 
itself but combined with high 
inflation and the fiscal deficit, it 
can weigh heavily on the rupee. 
The Indian rupee has already 
become one of Asia’s weakest 
currencies in 2018. Any further 
dip could critically weaken the 
economy’s fundamentals.

Third, the fiscal deficit, 
which has been kept under 
strict control until now, might 
itself become a concerning as-
pect for the economy. Despite 

all efforts by the government 
to keep a tight leash on the fis-
cal front, a lot depends on the 
tax revenue collection across 
the country. However, revenues 
have dipped since the corporate 
tax was reduced from 35 percent 
to 25 percent in the last budget 
and GST revenues have mostly 
stayed lower than expected.

This has made the govern-
ment dependent on non-tax 
revenue sources like disinvest-
ments and additional divi-
dends from the RBI to meet 
its fiscal deficit targets. Since 
the government has already 
revised the target upward from 
3 percent to 3.3 percent, there 
remains no more room for 
manoeuvring. Therefore, the 
government needs to be wary 
of any missteps on its path to-
wards fiscal consolidation. 

All of these macro-econom-

ic concerns, from inflation to 
the trade imbalance to the fis-
cal deficit, are intricately tied 
amongst themselves. A high 
fiscal deficit could result in 
higher inflation and interest 
rates, which would dampen in-
vestment activity while a wors-
ening current account due to 
costlier imports could also lead 
to a similar outcome. The situa-
tion is as if the Indian economy 
is walking across an economic 
landmine and any slip-up 
could being an end to all pros-
pects of recovery. 

(Amit Kapoor is chair, 
Institute for Competitiveness. 

The views expressed are 
personal. He can be contacted at 

amit.kapoor@competitiveness.
in and tweets @kautiliya. 

Chirag Yadav, senior researcher, 
Institute for Competitiveness, 

has contributed to the article)

Mr. Chairman, 
Madam Eli Adinno Phizo, President, NNC, Gen. 

(Retd.) Viyalie Metha, Kedahge, FGN, National Leaders, 
Pastors, Ladies and Gentlemen.

Firstly, I thank you all for being here to pay respect 
and honour the life of Dr. A.Z. Phizo, Father of the Naga 
Nation. This Graveyard is a place of Reverence, of Peace 
and a Heritage for the people, the present and the fu-
ture. It was organized by a Funeral Organizing Com-
mittee (FOC), who were selected by the unprecedented 
crowd of Naga Public, who were assembled at the Naga 
Club Building and its premises on the morning of 1st 
May, 1990 for the Funeral of A.Z. Phizo. The accepted 
Father figure of the Naga People and Nation. 

Later, it was formally approved by the Tatar Hoho 
(Parliament) of the Federal Government of Nagaland. 

Twenty seven years ago, on 30th of April, 1990, Dr. 
A.Z. Phizo suddenly passed away at the age of 86, qui-
etly and peacefully at his house in Bromley, London. 
Our Nation lost his invincible leadership. Every nation 
is led by a leader. The success or failure of a nation is 
seen through its leader. 

The legacy of leader A.Z. Phizo to our people is the 
foundation of Nagaland. Because of his visionary na-
tional leadership and sacrifice our nation stood out 
alone in the sea of changes around us from the old or-
der to the new era during 1946 to 1990.

A.Z. Phizo on becoming the President of NNC in 
1950 immediately began to direct the course of NNC 
into a political consciousness, and brought all regions 
(tribes) together as single collective nation. He next 
took a national referendum, by conducting a National 
Plebiscite on May 16, 1951 by giving a choice to the 

people to decide whether to stay Independent or join 
India. The result was 99.9 percent of the Naga peo-
ple were against joining the Indian republic. He also 
brought in our Eastern Nagas to join the mainland, and 
established the Federal Government of Nagaland on 
March 22, 1956. 

The indisputable right of the Nagas, stated that the 
Nagas are not Indians and that Nagaland is not a part of 
the Indian Territory, Phizo said.
1) Your birthright as a sovereign person.
2) Your possession of land as your own personal prop-

erty.
3) And that the way of life in Nagaland which is rooted 

in the system of pure democracy. 
These institutions are the highest Human achieve-

ments. Human kind has been yearning for this is what 
we have inherited from our Forefathers. 

I would like to state a few remarkable achievements 
and extraordinary worked he had carried out for the 
Naga nation.  
1.  The declaration of Naga Independence on the 14th 

of August, 1947, was informed to the UNO, New 
York and the British India Government, in New Del-
hi by Telegram. 

2.  January 1, 1950, A.Z. Phizo wrote a letter to the 
United Nations regarding the 16th May, 1951 Naga 
Voluntary Plebiscite to remain sovereign and a free 
democratic nation.

3.  March 29, 1951 inviting Government of India in 
Delhi to send delegates to witness the Naga Volun-
tary Plebiscite.

4. May 16, 1951 Plebiscite was successfully conducted.
5.  March 22, 1956 formed the Federal Government of 

Nagaland.
6. July 26, 1960 held an International Press Confer-

ence in London.
7.  October 8, 1960 submitted the memorandum enti-

tled “The Fate of the Nagas” to the United Nations 
Head Quarters, New York. 
As significant, he registered our nation in the con-

sciousness of the world. He was really the architect of 
Naga nation.

And also like him other leaders, late Imkongmeren 
former NNC Vice President, Late Zashei Huire, Kedahge, 
many of Phizo’s contemporary leaders and many Naga 
Valiant voluntary soldiers and national workers from 
different Regions of Nagaland were staunch support-
ers of him and have sacrificed their whole lives for our 
nation. Let this generation of Nagas never forget that 
it was because of their sacrifices of yesterday that we 
are, what we are today. Therefore, let us together again 
prepare to face the challenges ahead with conviction, 
determination and rectitude for our nation. 

In 1955 his (Phizo) family members were arrested 
by Indian Armed Forces and put them into Kohima 
jail, after five months they were all again transferred 
to Nowgaon Jail in Assam at the completion of 19th 
months in jail, They were released.

Lastly, I on behalf of the Naga National Council and 
the Federal Government of Nagaland, salute the Father 
of the Nation, his late Lady wife Jwane Phizo and chil-
dren, who have endured indignities and sacrifices they 
have rendered to the nation. 

I have faith that God alone will lead us towards the 
destiny of the Naga nation. 

God bless.

And Now, Days of Disruptive Diplomacy 

Is the Economy Out of the Woods Yet? 

Speech of FGN Kedallo on the 28th Death Anniversary of AZ Phizo
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Mahua (left) and a variety of medicinal rice. Credit (both): Pankaj Oudhia/
Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 3.0
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): When we have 
found our path, we naturally want to start 
to walk down it, Aries. The reverse isn’t true 
despite what you seem to believe. It’s quite 

futile to learn how to walk when you don’t know which 
path to walk upon. This may seem a little obscure to 
you, and yet it’s true. Desire is what creates aptitude, 
not the reverse.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): The astral en-
ergy is encouraging you to open up more to 
your world, culture, and ways of thinking, 
Taurus. You don’t have to go off alone in the 

desert to reinvent everything. For you, this would be 
the easy way out, because it would allow you to hide! 
Develop your curiosity about what exists in this society. 
Your opinion will carry weight later on.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): How focused you 
are, Gemini! You’re so calm and collected. Of 
course, the mood is especially hospitable to 
sobriety, reasonableness, and hard work. The 

horizon is clear, and you have all the information you 
require to navigate the seas of life. All you need is a little 
more faith and courage. If you don’t succeed today, 
you’ll have no one to blame but yourself.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Today, Cancer, 
you can at last express the secrets that have 
been troubling you. You may be seething 
with anger inside and afraid to let it show for 

fear it may explode on contact. Or you may be steam-
ing with a concealed passion for some lucky special 
someone. The head will rule the heart today, and your 
mind will be unclouded by any haze of emotion. Per-
haps you should take advantage of it.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22):  Your mind is in great 
turmoil right now, Leo, so it isn’t surprising 
that you can’t pay much attention to any-
thing. It’s as though your concept of the world 

has been inexorably changed and you see your love life 
and career with new eyes. Even so, you feel compelled 
to pick up the pieces of the past and save them. The day 
ahead should help you let go of the old world.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): The day will be 
fairly quiet for you, Virgo. You’re likely to yoke 
yourself to a task and continue working on it 
until evening. If someone tries to persuade 

you to take a break, it won’t be all that difficult to resist. 
This is one day when you should follow your instincts, 
keep your head down, and focus on the task at hand.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You should use the 
day to ponder your professional future, Libra. 
Many forces seem to be working together to 
clarify your ideas on the subject. Rather than 

rebelling at the slightest provocation, as you’ve been doing 
lately, it would be much more reasonable for you to think 
first about the basic material needs of you and your family.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):  Today is no 
time for dreaming, Scorpio! Quite the con-
trary. You can expect to have to settle a num-
ber of minor technical problems involving 

communications or transmissions. On the whole, it will 
be a somewhat trying day, but at least your mind will 
be occupied, leaving no room for the difficult internal 
questions that have been bothering you so much lately.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Are you 
getting hit with obstacles, Sagittarius? Could 
it be that you simply need to allot yourself 
more time to complete the monumental 

tasks you take on? This might be difficult for you to tol-
erate. You don’t know how to deal with times like these 
when you must continue doing the same thing over 
and over until you get results. There’s a lesson here for 
you. Remember that patience is a virtue.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Are you hav-
ing some problems with authority, Capricorn? 
Are you having a hard time making yourself 
understood? If so, have you thought about 

explaining your projects in detail to the people that you 
hope will follow you in your adventure? You can’t expect 
others to follow you blindly. They, too, have their lives to 
live, as well as their own objectives and priorities.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Yes, Aquarius, 
your projects have taken some time to get set 
up. This is because you haven’t been concen-
trating hard enough. You are doing several 

things at once, with the result that things have been mov-
ing more slowly than you expected. Your change in orien-
tation requires you to focus your energy in a single direc-
tion. However, the question remains - what direction?

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You don’t have to 
create everything alone, Pisces. Life isn’t an 
individual sport. To live life fully, you must 
participate. Often this involves interacting 

with other people. This is an exercise in confidence. Do 
you want to be with us - yes or no? Regardless of your 
answer, outside events will lead you in a direction that 
you can neither predict nor imagine.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

P
hilosophers ponder the 
meaning of life. At least, that 
is the stereotype. When I risk 
admitting to a stranger that I 

teach philosophy for a living and face 
the question ‘What is the meaning 
of life?’, I have a ready response: we 
figured that out in the 1980s, but we 
have to keep it secret or we’d be out 
of a job; I could tell you, but then I’d 
have to kill you. In fact, professional 
philosophers rarely ask the question 
and, when they do, they often dismiss 
it as nonsense. 

The phrase itself is of relatively re-
cent origin. Its first use in English is in 
Thomas Carlyle’s parodic novel Sartor 
Resartus (1836), where it appears in 
the mouth of a comic German philos-
opher, Diogenes Teufelsdröckh (‘God-
born devil-dung’), noted for his trea-
tise on clothes. The question of life’s 
meaning remains both easy to mock 
and paradigmatically obscure.

What is the meaning of ‘meaning’ 
in ‘the meaning of life’? We talk about 
the meaning of words, or linguistic 
meaning, the meaning of an utter-
ance or of writing in a book. When 
we ask if human life has meaning, are 
we asking whether it has meaning in 
this semantic sense? Could human 
history be a sentence in some cosmic 
language? The answer is that it could, 
in principle, but that this isn’t what we 
want when we search for the meaning 
of life. If we are unwitting ink in some 
alien script, it would be interesting to 

know what we spell out, but the an-
swer would not have authority over 
us, as befits the meaning of life.

‘Meaning’ could mean purpose or 
function in a larger system. Could hu-
man life play that role? Again, it could, 
but yet again, this seems irrelevant. In 
Douglas Adams’s Hitchhiker’s books, 
the Earth is part of a galactic compu-
ter, designed (ironically) to reveal the 
meaning of life. Whatever that mean-
ing might be, our role in the compu-
ter program is not it. To discover that 
we are cogs in some cosmic machine 
is not to discover the meaning of life. 
It leaves our existential maladies un-
touched.

Seeing no other way to interpret 
the question, many philosophers con-
clude that the question is confused. If 
they go on to talk about meaning in 
life, they have in mind the meaning 
of individual lives, the question of 
whether this life or that life is mean-
ingful for the person who is living it. 
But the meaning of life is not an indi-
vidual possession. If life has meaning, 
it has a meaning that applies to us all. 
Does this idea make sense?

I think it does. We can make 
progress if we turn from the words 
that make up the question – ‘mean-
ing’ in particular – to the contexts in 
which we feel compelled to ask it. 
We raise the question ‘Does life have 
meaning?’ in times of anguish, or de-
spair, or emptiness. We ask it when 
we confront mortality and loss, the 
pervasiveness of suffering and in-
justice, the facts of life from which 
we recoil and which we cannot ac-

cept. Life seems profoundly flawed. 
Is there meaning to it all? Historically, 
the question of life’s meaning comes 
into focus through the anxiety of early 
existentialist philosophers, such as 
Søren Kierkegaard and Friedrich Ni-
etzsche, who worried that it has none.

On the interpretation that this 
context suggests, the meaning of 
life would be a truth about us and 
about the world that makes sense of 
the worst. It would be something we 
could know about life, the Universe 
and everything, that should recon-
cile us to mortality and loss, suffering 
and injustice. Knowledge of this truth 
would make it irrational not to affirm 
life as it is, not to accept things as they 
are. It would show that despair, or 
angst, is a mistake.

he idea that life has meaning is 
the idea that there is a truth of this 
extraordinary kind. Whether or not 
there is, the suggestion is not non-
sense. It is a hope that animates the 
great religions. Whatever else they do, 
religions offer metaphysical pictures 
whose acceptance is meant to be-
stow salvation, to reconcile us to the 
seeming faults of life. Or if they do not 
supply the truth, if they do not claim 
to convey the meaning of life, they 
offer the conviction that there is one, 
however hard to grasp or articulate it 
might be.

The meaning of life might be 
theistic, involving God or gods, or 
it might be non-theistic, as in one 
form of Buddhism. What distin-
guishes Buddhist meditation from 
mindfulness-based stress-reduc-

tion is the aim of ending suffering 
through metaphysical revelation. 
The emotional solace of Buddhism 
is meant to derive from insight into 
how things are – in particular, into 
the non-existence of the self – an 
insight that should move anyone. 
To come to terms with life through 
meditation for serenity, or through 
talk therapy, is not to discover the 
meaning of life, since it is not to dis-
cover any such truth.

Albert Einstein wrote that to know 
an answer to the question ‘What is 
the meaning of human life?’ means 
to be religious. But there is in princi-
ple room for non-religious accounts 
of meaning, ones that do not appeal 
to anything beyond the given world 
or the world revealed to us by science. 
Religion has no monopoly on mean-
ing, even if it is hard to see how a non-
transcendent truth could meet our 
definition: to know the meaning of life 
is to be reconciled to all that is wrong 
with the world. At the same time, it is 
hard to prove a negative, to show that 
nothing short of religion could play 
this role.

Philosophers are prone to see 
confusion in the question ‘What 
is the meaning of life?’ They have 
replaced it with questions about 
meaningful lives. But the search for 
life’s meaning will not go away and it 
is perfectly intelligible. I cannot tell 
you the meaning of life or give assur-
ance that it has one. But I can say that 
it is not a mistake to ask the question. 
Does life have meaning? The answer 
is: it might.

There is an opportunity to 
shape the Forest Rights Act 
as one of the more important 
legal instruments to reduce 
poverty among forest 
dwellers across India.

I
n the last few months, the Forest Rights 
Act has been discussed more than it 
has been in the last decade. There are 
several reasons for this: rising move-

ments and protests across rural areas 
against non-recognition of rights, rejection 
of claims, diversion of forest without Gram 
Sabha consent, declaration of parks and 
sanctuaries without settling peoples’ rights, 
the Supreme Court’s direction to all state 
governments to furnish information on the 
status of Forest Rights Act implementations 
and elections in several tribal- and forest-
dominated states.

The current discussion has chiefly fo-
cused on the non-implementation and 
poor quality of forest rights recognition. 
While addressing ineffective implemen-
tation of the Forest Rights Act (FRA) is 
important, interventions to support the 
beneficiaries of recognised claims both for 
Individual Forest Rights (IFR) and Commu-
nity Forest Rights (CFR) are equally impor-
tant, particularly to enhance the livelihood 
of forest dwellers and promote forest man-
agement in a sustainable manner.

The Ministry of Tribal Affairs’ FRA data-
base shows that 1.7 million individual and 
64,238 community titles were recognised as 
of November 30, 2017. Now that the rights 
of more than a million forest dwellers over 
forest-land and resources have been rec-
ognised, it is worth analysing the policy 
and institutional support in the post-forest 
rights recognition phase.
Inconsistent policies
The mere recognition of rights is not suf-
ficient for citizens to enhance their liveli-
hood and wellbeing. Instead, recognition of 
rights and their actual realisation requires 
the presence of a robust institutional ar-
rangement with well-defined roles and re-
sponsibilities.

An analysis of post-forest rights scenar-
ios suggests the institutional mechanism 
to support title holders is weak and inade-
quate. For example, the foremost task of the 
district administration in the post-recogni-
tion phase, as laid down under the amend-
ed Rule 12 A of the Forest Rights Rules, is 
that the record of recognised rights needs 
to be entered into government books under 
the relevant state laws or within a period of 
three months, whichever is earlier.

However, a scrutiny of title documents 
and discussions with district level function-
aries in different states revealed that the 
entered number of record of rights of rec-
ognised titles is not more than 5%. There is 
no coordination between the revenue and 
forest department at the district level to 
maintain a record of rights. In its absence, 
boundary maps, surveys and khata num-
bers, title-holders find it difficult to invest 
capital and labour in their recognised land.

Rule 16 of the FRA prescribes that the 
state government shall ensure that all gov-
ernment schemes, including those relating 
to land development, productivity, basic 
amenities and other livelihood measures 
are provided to such claimants and com-
munities whose rights have been recog-
nised under the Act. However, a majority of 
the states have not evolved policies to sup-
port the title holders. There are exceptional 
and selective cases in Maharashtra, Odisha 
and Chhattisgarh, where the administra-
tion has issued orders to avail various gov-
ernment schemes and loans from credit 
market to the title holders.

All the 13 IFR title-holders in Pachgaon 
village of Chandrapur District, Maharash-
tra, received loans of Rs 30,000-40,000 from 
the Vidarbha Konkan Gramin Bank. Discus-
sions with the IFR title holders revealed that 
the credit amount helped them make their 
recognised land productive and also result-
ed in increasing income from cultivation. 
This was also in a few villages in Kalahandi 
district, Odisha, and Gariaband district, 
Chhattisgarh. However, such policies are 
inconsistent, and depend on individual of-
ficials and civil society groups to make the 
administration and the Gram Sabha work 
together.

The Maharashtra experience
Similarly, there is an institutional vacuum 
in the aftermath of CFR recognition. For-
est dwellers in areas where the CFR is rec-
ognised have to face a number of hurdles 
at the state level to assert their rights over 
minor forest produce. State forest laws reg-
ulating minor forest produce are yet to be 
amended. For instance, six villages in Gola-
munda block of Kalahandi – Khainsuguga, 
Jamugunda Bahal, Jamjharan, Kasturpadar, 
Kanakpur and Kalipur – have been trying to 
assert their right over trade of the tendu leaf 
and sell the harvest to a trader from Mahar-
ashtra. But the Odisha Forest Department 
did not allow them to go through with the 
sale last year.

After several petitions, protests and me-
dia reports, the forest department of Odisha 
issued a notification on November 17, 2017, 
allowing the villages to sell the leaf per their 
discretion. However, the notification is ap-
plicable only to these six villages and not 
across the state. There are more than 50,000 
recognised community forest rights across 
India, but Gram Sabhas exercising harvest-
ing rights over all minor forest produces as 
defined under FRA is limited to Maharash-
tra only.

Forest dwellers in only one – Mahar-
ashtra – of the four states, the others be-
ing Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand and Odisha,  
that we studied have made any headway 
in the post-forest rights recognition phase 
and have tasted success in increasing their 
livelihood from forest resources. In 2017 87 
villages, of about 35,000 forest dwellers, in 
Korchi taluka of Gadchiroli earned Rs 11.47 
crore and 38 villages from Sadak Arjuni and 
Deori Taluka of Gondia earned Rs 7.44 crore 
from selling tendu leaves.

This was made possible because both 
the administration and the Gram Sabhas’ 
collective action, facilitated by civil society 
and NGOs. The Maharashtra government’s 
notification of January 19, 2015, gave two 
options to Gram Sabhas in the Panchayat’s 
Extension to Scheduled Areas to sell their 
forest produce either to the Maharashtra 
Forest Department or directly to any con-
tractor of their choice.

In the last three years, the number of vil-
lages opting for self-sale by the Gram Sabha 
increased manifold. This year, of 1,292 vil-
lages in Gadchiroli district, 1,171 decided 

to sell their tendu leaves 
produce through the 
Gram Sabha. Despite 
this, the Gram Sabhas 
have found it challeng-
ing to sell their leaf har-
vest because the market 
is controlled by contrac-
tors and other external 
factors.

To illustrate, 87 vil-
lages under the Korchi 
Maha Gram Sabha San-
gathan decided to sell 
their leaves this year 
through the Gram Sab-
ha, but no contractors 
turned up on March 27 
and April 4, the days of auction. The admin-
istration is yet to intervene and carve out 
an alternative to support Gram Sabhas. The 
Tribal Development Department of Ma-
harashtra is responsible for addressing the 
challenge that forest dwellers are facing in 
these villages.
An important legal instrument
A similar situation arose in 2013 in Gondia, 
and it was addressed by the tribal depart-
ment. A minimum intervention that the 
department can do is to provide seed grant 
to the forest dwellers till their produce has 
been sold in the market.

Similarly, there is only apathy among 
the administrators in villagers where com-
munity forest rights have been recognised, 
especially in preparing and executing their 
management plans. Here again, except for 
Maharashtra, no state administration has 
extended support to Gram Sabhas in the 
preparation of management plans under 
the FRA.

Through a notification on June 12, 2015, 
the Maharashtra government directed the 
formation of a ‘District Convergence Com-
mittee’ in every district chaired by the col-
lector and to include representatives from 
the tribal, agricultural, revenue and forest, 
animal husbandry, fisheries and panchayat 
departments.

So the Thane District Convergence 
Committee meets on the first Wednesday 
of every month. In addition to various pro-
grams and schemes, it discusses the pro-
posals of the Gram Sabha related to forest 
management and allocates budget from 

different line departments. Nine villages in 
Murbad taluk of Thane received a number 
of grants under different schemes to pro-
tect and manage their forest areas recog-
nised under CFR.

In fact, in 2017, nine Gram Sabhas in 
Murbad received a ‘Compensatory Affor-
estation Management Planning Authority’ 
grant for plantations from the Maharashtra 
Forest Department. An order of the Mahar-
ashtra Tribal Development Department on 
February 17, 2018, also promised grants to 
164 Gram Sabhas.

Our experience in Maharashtra, though 
limited to a few districts, suggests that there 
is potential to make the FRA one of the more 
important legal instruments to reduce pov-
erty among forest dwellers across India. 
The philosophy and intent of the FRA has 
been to undo historical injustice meted out 
to forest dwellers and to empower them in 
the decision-making process with reference 
to ownership, access, the use and disposal 
of forest resources and forest management.

This can be possible if state govern-
ments direct their respective line depart-
ments and district administration to inte-
grate programs and schemes with forest 
rights title holders and extend possible sup-
port, including as technical inputs in the 
management of forest resources. The state 
governments need to build and strengthen 
the implementation capability of enforce-
ment agencies.

(Geetanjoy Sahu teaches at the Tata 
Institute of Social Sciences (TISS), Mumbai. 

Asavari Raj Sharma is a PhD scholar at 
the School of Habitat Studies, TISS.)

Philosophers Should Be Keener 
to Talk About the Meaning of Life

India Has Recognised Forest Rights but Intervention is Still Necessary

T
he role of Veterinar-
ian is to provide better 
health care activities 
and management of 

livestock and also plays a vital 
role in increasing productiv-
ity and profitability of livestock 
and poultry. The World Organi-
zation for Animal Health (OIE) 
slogan ‘One Health Concept’ 
linking human, animal and 
environment is gaining impor-
tance in the present day con-
text of rapid urbanization and 
climatic changes. It is a world-
wide strategy for expanding 
inter-disciplinary collabora-
tion of medico’s and veterinar-
ian’s in the eradication of new 
and re-emergence diseases of 
human and animals. This will 
help in bringing about preven-
tive animal health care for the 
21st century and beyond by ac-
celerating and expanding the 
scientific knowledge down to 
the rural masses 

With zoonosis being the 
linkage between human and 
animal, it is important to rec-
ognize the importance of 
sound animal health for the 
public health. Collaboration 
efforts in containing zoonosis 
amongst various stakehold-
ers is important i.e. including 
school children, college stu-
dents and local communities/
NGO’s are of paramount im-
portance in the eradication of 
economic livestock diseases. 
This will result in a more effec-
tive and sustainable organiza-

tion of public health reducing 
the risk of zoonatic diseases 
such as Rabies, Anthrax, Avi-
an Influenza, Brucellosis and 
emerging zoonatic disease as 
Ebola virus, Bovine spongiform 
encephalopathy etc.Reason 
for emergence of this zoonatic 
diseases outbreak are multiple 
consumption of meat, improp-
er dumping of dead carcass /
offal etc. that serve as reservoirs 
for breeding ground of various 
disease agents.

Of the newly indentified 
zoonatic pathogens most are 
RNA Viruses. The sheer mag-
nitude of the numbers of viral 
particles that must be con-
fronted is staggering. Given 
the enormity of the number 
of emerging viruses as well as 
the challenges of drug resistant 
bacteria, the veterinarian and 
the public must work together 
to better understand and con-
tain them. As million of human 
and animal lives hang in bal-
ance. It is incumbent upon and 
indeed the duty of enlightened 
veterinarian to come up with 
combined synergistic actions 
to solve the ever increasing 
much needed solution for pro-
duction and improved health 
care system.

Quote:
 “The greatness of a nation 
can be judged by the way 
its animal are treated and 

managed “- Mahatma Gandhi.
Veterinary Hospital

 Kohima.

Role of Veterinarian in Public 
Health and Wealth Creation
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Modi attacks dynasty politics, dares Rahul 
to speak for 15 minutes minus paper 

Why not pay IAS officers too 
based on calories — Kejriwal 

Dismiss JK deputy CM, 
PM speak up — Cong

CBI court grants bail to 
Hooda in Manesar land scam

SC concerned over Taj turning brownish
Central Command 
celebrates its 55th 
Raising Day

Former IAF chief IH Latif dead

Who electrified over 5.5 lakh villages 
before Modi, asks Chidambaram

India, Pakistan revive Track II diplomacy

PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with BJP workers at an election campaign rally, ahead of Karnataka polls, 
in Udupi on Tuesday. 

PTI

Delhi Cheif Minister Arvind Kejriwal speaks during an event on 
Labour Day in New Delhi, on Tuesday.

PTI

Former Haryana chief minister and Congress leader Bhupinder Singh Hooda arrives at CBI court in 
connection with Manesar land scam, in Panchkula on Tuesday.

PTI

Taj Mahal (File Photo)

Chamarajanagar/Udupi 
( K a r n a t a k a ) , Ma y  1 
(IANS): Launching his 
election campaign in Kar-
nataka, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi accused 
the Congress of being 
obsessed with “politics 
of dynasty” and dared 
party chief Rahul Gandhi 
to speak for 15 minutes 
on the achievements of 
the Siddaramaiah govern-
ment without a piece of 
paper.

Addrrssing election 
meetings, he also charged 
the Congress with block-
ing development and 
blamed it for political vio-
lence that led to the death 
of several RSS and BJP 
cadres in the state.

Referring to Gandhi’s 
challenge to face him in 
Parliament, Modi sought 
to turn the tables by asking 
him to speak for 15 min-
utes on the achievements 
of the government in Kar-
nataka without reading 
from a piece of paper.

The Prime Minister’s 
attack came in the wake 
of Rahul Gandhi’s chal-
lenge last week that if he 
was allowed to speak for 
15 minutes in Parliament, 
Modi would not be able to 
withstand it.

Modi took a dig at Ra-
hul Gandhi saying: “He is 
correct. There is no way 

ordinary people like me, 
who do not even dress 
well, can sit with such high 
and mighty people like the 
Congress President.”

B u t  i m m e d i a t e l y 
he changed gear and 
launched a blistering at-
tack on Rahul Gandhi.

Challenging Rahul 
Gandhi to speak for 15 
minutes on the achieve-
ments of the Siddaramai-
ah government “without 
reading from any piece of 
paper”, he said: “You can 
speak in Hindi, English 
or your mother’s mother 
tongue (Italian).”

He also challenged 
Rahul Gandhi to take 
Visveswaraya’s name five 
times in the 15-minute 
speech. “That is enough. 
The people of Karnataka 
will measure the strength 
of your words.”

Modi also lamented 
that all  development 
in Karnataka has been 
blocked by the ruling Con-
gress due to its obsession 
with family politics.

Modi also attacked the 
Congress for indulging in 
“family politics” by allow-
ing a party’s leaders kith 
and kin to contest in the 

Assembly elections and hit 
out at Siddaramaiah.

“For the Chief Minister 
(Siddaramaiah) the rule is 
‘2+1’. He will contest from 
two seats and has given his 
old seat (Varuna in Mysu-
ru) to his son (Yathindra) 
and for the other ministers 
(in the state cabinet) the 
rule seems to be ‘1+1’, al-
lowing their relatives to 
fight polls.

Law and order in Kar-
nataka has collapsed un-
der Congress rule, Modi 
said.

Karnataka’s anti-graft 
ombudsman Justice P. 

Vishwanatha Shetty was 
stabbed at his office by a 
man in the state capital on 
March 7.

The Pr ime Minis-
ter also attacked former 
Congress President Sonia 
Gandhi and former Prime 
Minister  Manmohan 
Singh over their promises 
of providing electricity to 
every village by 2009. 

Modi said that in 2005 
Manmohan Singh had 
said he will provide elec-
tricity to every village by 
2009. 

He said the Congress 
had nothing but contempt 
for the poor and labourers.

Modi said the govern-
ment was now going to 
provide electricity to every 
household in India and 
asked those who ruled 
India for a majority of the 
years since 1947. “Why 
did they not think about 
the 18,000 villages lacking 
access to electricity.”

In Udupi, Modi held 
the Congress government 
in Karnataka responsible 
for “political violence that 
led to the death of several 
BJP cadres” in the state.

Accusing the Siddara-
maiah government of al-
lowing the “sand mafia” to 
operate in the state, Modi 
appealed to the people to 
vote for change and devel-
opment.

New Delhi, May 1 (IANS): 
Taking a dig at bureau-
crats, Delhi Chief Min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal on 
Tuesday said IAS officers 
too should be paid on the 
basis of the calories they 
require if this rule was ap-
plicable to labourers.

Stressing that a labour-
er’s minimum monthly 
wage in Delhi which is Rs 
13,500 today was Rs 9,500 
earlier, he said the com-
mittee which studied the 
wage hike decided that 
labourers needed 2,700 
calories a day. 

“I  to ld  them that 
a worker won’t be paid 
based on calories. He is a 
human, not an animal... 
He has to educate his chil-
dren, buy clothes... You 
can pay IAS officers based 
on their caloric needs, not 
labourers,” he told a meet-
ing of the Delhi Workers 

Conference here on the 
occasion of May Day.

Relations between the 
AAP government and the 
bureaucracy have been 
tense since the alleged 
beating up of Chief Sec-
retary Anshu Prakash by 
some Aam Aadmi Party 
MLAs.

Kejriwal said that a 
committee of officers as 
well as representatives of 
labourers and contractors 
was formed to study the 
matter of low wages but it 
didn’t get Lt Governor Anil 
Baijal’s approval.

“He (Baijal)  com-
plained that his permit 
was not asked for before 
forming it. We said we are 
asking now,” the Chief 
Minister said, adding that 
after the Lt Governor’s re-
jection, the same commit-
tee was formed with the 
same members as earlier. 

New Delhi,May 1 (PTI): The Con-
gress today demanded the dis-
missal of Jammu and Kashmir 
Deputy Chief Minister Kavinder 
Gupta for calling the Kathua rape 
and murder case a minor incident 
and said his remark displayed the 
mindset of the BJP and its leaders.

Congress spokesperson Su-
shmita Dev also attacked Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi over his 
silence on the issue and urged 
him to ensure that Gupta was 
sacked.

The Congress expected the 
prime minister, his party and 
allied political outfits to take the 
matter up seriously, she said.

“He (Gupta) should step down 
or he should be sacked from his 
position for such an insensitive 
statement on a case which has 
rocked the nation,” she told re-
porters.

Dev, who is also the Mahila 
Congress chief, said she was 
shocked to see that leaders who 
had supported the alleged ac-
cused in the murder and rape of 
an eight-year-old girl in Kathua 
had been placed in the state min-
istry in a reshuffle yesterday.

“That shows a casual attitude, 
that shows the insensitive atti-
tude and the negligent attitude of 
the BJP and the parties who have 
allied with the BJP,” she said.

The Congress also asked what 
message the BJP was trying to 
convey by promoting supporters 
of the Kathua accused.

She said despite the anxiety 

and dissatisfaction in the minds 
of the people which had led to 
a candle-lit march at India Gate 
and protests by various apolitical 
groups, the BJP had completely 
ignored the sentiments.

On the alleged remarks of 
BJP’s Ballia MLA that rape cases 
were increasing because of the 
use of mobile phones, Dev said 
crimes against women would rise 
and not fall if legislators spoke in 
this manner.

She said the MLA was not only 
“ignorant but insensitive” and it 
was because of such people that 
crimes against women were not 
taken up seriously.

“An impression goes among 
perpetrators of the crime that 
this is all right. This must stop,” 
she said.

Asked about BJP MP Satish 
Gautam’s statement that Pakistan 
founder Mohammed Ali Jinnah’s 
photograph should be removed 
from the Aligarh Muslim Univer-
sity, the Congress leader alleged it 
was a diversionary tactic, because 
development, woman security 
and health services of children 
were not on the agenda of the BJP. 

“This is yet another diversion-
ary tactic to divert the minds of 
the people from real issues to po-
larise issues rather than address 
those that impact the common 
man of India,” she said. 

After being sworn in as the 
deputy chief minister yesterday, 
Gupta had said the Kathua case 
was a “minor incident”.

Chandigarh, May 1 (IANS): In a breath-
er for former Haryana Chief Minister 
Bhupinder Singh Hooda, a special CBI 
court on Tuesday granted him bail in a 
multi-crore rupee Manesar land scam.

Hooda appeared before the special 
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) court 
in Panchkkula, adjoining Chandigarh, on 
Tuesday. The bail was granted after Hooda 
furnished two bonds of Rs 5 lakh each 
through his counsel.

Alleging a multi-crore scam of prime 
land in Manesar in Haryana’s realty gold-
mine district of Gurugram, the CBI, in Feb-
ruary this year, filed a chargesheet in the 
land deal against Hooda, senior bureau-
crats and others. The chargesheet named 
34 accused including senior bureaucrats 
Chhattar Singh, S.S. Dhillon and M.L. Tayal 
and promoter of Gurgaon-based real es-
tate company ABW Builders, Atul Bansal.

All three officers were powerful princi-

pal secretaries to the Chief Minister.
The CBI registered a case against the 

accused in September 2015 following alle-
gations that private builders, in conspiracy 
with public servants of the Haryana gov-
ernment, had bought around 400 acres 
of land from farmers and landowners of 
Manesar, Naurangpur and Lakhnoula vil-
lages in Gurugram (then Gurgaon) district 
at throwaway prices.

The land was valued, at that time, at 
around Rs 1,600 crore but it was bought by 
the builders for around Rs 100 crore.

The land was bought in the period 
from August 2004 to August 2007. The 
Congress government in Haryana, led by 
Chief Minister Hooda, remained in power 
from March 2005 to October 2014.

The CBI alleged that ABW Builders 
conspired with officers during the tenure 
of the previous Congress government to 
purchase the land.

New Delhi, May 1 (IANS): 
The Supreme Court on 
Tuesday expressed con-
cern over the Taj Mahal’s 
colour turning brown 
as it pulled up the Uttar 
Pradesh government and 
the Archaeological Survey 
of India.

Asking if anybody had 
any clue about the colour 
of the white marble monu-
ment turning brownish, a 
bench of Justice Madan B. 
Lokur and Justice Deepak 
Gupta asked the Central 
government to take the as-
sistance of Indian experts 
or from abroad to see the 
extent of damage and if it 
can be reversed and the 
steps that can be taken to 
check it.

The court expressed 
its concern after petition-
er-in-person M.C. Mehta 
produced some photo-
graphs showing that the 
Taj was turning brownish. 
The court was hearing an 
application for the cutting 
of trees in the Taj Trape-
zium Zone.

On February 8, the 
top court sought from the 
state government a de-
tailed vision document for 

Islamabad, May 1 (PTI): 
A group of Indian experts 
has visited Pakistan to dis-
cuss all aspects of bilateral 
ties and revive the Track II 
diplomacy process with 
Islamabad amidst the chill 
in the relationship after a 
number of terror attacks 
in India by Pakistan-based 
outfits.

The original Track II 
initiative, Neemrana Dia-
logue, received a fresh start 
with the visit, diplomatic 
sources here said.

The Indian side was 
led by former foreign min-
istry secretary Vivek Katju 
and included well- known 
educationist J S Rajput 
and other experts, while 
Pakistan side was led by 
former foreign secretary 
Inamul Haque.

The interactions be-
tween the two sides took 
place between April 28 to 
30 in Islamabad, sources 
said.

“The two sides dis-
cussed all aspects of bilat-
eral relations and agreed 
that all issues between the 
two countries should be 
resolved through talks,” 

Lucknow, May 1 (IANS): 
The Indian Army’s city-
headquartered Central 
Command celebrated its 
55th Raising Day on Tues-
day, a defence official said.

Command chief, Lt. 
Gen. B.S. Negi laid a wreath 
at ‘Smritika’ memorial built 
to commemorate the sol-
diers who laid down their 
lives in the line of duty, while 
at a prayer meeting later, 
all troops prayed for the 
command’s success in all 
operational and adminis-
trative tasks entrusted to it, 
a defence spokesman said. 

Negi, in his address, 
commended all ranks for 
their valuable contribu-
tion towards maintaining 
high standards of opera-
tional readiness despite 
heavy commitments. Cen-
tral Command spans over 
seven states and has a large 
number of logistics and 
training establishments 
under it as well around 
half of the total canton-
ments. In addition, its area 
of responsibility covers ap-
proximately 40 per cent of 
the serving soldiers and 30 
per cent of veterans.

Hyderabad, May 1 (IANS): Former 
chief of the Indian Air Force (IAF), 
Air Chief Marshal Idris Hassan La-
tif, died here on Monday. He was 
94. He breathed his last at a private 
hospital, where he was admitted 
last week with pneumonia, family 
sources said.

He is survived by three chil-
dren. His wife Bilkees Latif, a not-
ed social activist and writer, died 
in October last year. Latif headed 
the IAF from September 1978 to 
August 1981 and after his retire-
ment, served as the Governor of 
Maharashtra and India’s Ambas-
sador to France. He will be buried 
at a burial ground in the old city of 
Hyderabad on Tuesday. Born on 
June 9, 1923 at Hyderabad, Latif 
joined the Royal Indian Air Force 
in 1941 at the age of 18 and was 
commissioned in 1942.

During 1943-44, he was one 
of the few Indian pilots to be sec-
onded to the Royal Air Force in the 
UK, where he underwent training 
on more contemporary aircraft 
like the Hurricane and Spitfire.

He returned to India in 1944 
and took part in the Burma cam-
paign. At the time of partition, he 
chose IAF and during the 1971 War 
with Pakistan, he was Assistant 
Chief of Air Staff (Plans).

Telangana Chief Minister K. 
Chandrasekhar Rao and Mahar-
ashtra Governor C. Vidyasagar Rao 
have condoled the death of Latif.

The Chief Minister, in his mes-
sage, said that Latif had served the 
nation in various capacities and 
was pride of the nation.  The Chief 
Minister noted that Latif was also 
recipient of Param Visisht Seva 
Medal.

New Delhi, May 1 (IANS): With 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
claiming that all villages in India 
have been provided electricity un-
der his rule, senior Congress leader 
P. Chidambaram asked who had 
initiated and done the bulk of the 
process before he came to power.

“After connecting 18,452 vil-
lages, PM claims that all 5,97,464 
villages have been electrified. Good. 
But will PM please tell us who elec-
trified the 5,79,012 villages before 
Mr. Modi became PM?” he said in a 
series of tweets.

“Is it not true that 5,61,613 vil-
lages (94 per cent) had been electri-
fied by October 2013, long before 

Mr Modi became PM? Mother 
bakes a cake. A guest puts icing 
on the cake. Guest claims that she 
baked a lovely cake!”

Noting Modi was fond of claim-
ing that “nothing was done in the 
past 65 years”, the former Union 
Minister asked if nothing was done, 
how did the other villages get elec-
tricity.

He said the credit goes to all the 
governments before Modi’s and 
stressed that out of the 67 years 
since Independence till Modi be-
came PM, Congress was in govern-
ment for 54 years and other parties 
including Atal Bihari Vajpayee-led 
NDA government for 13 years.

according to a source.
The Pakistani side also 

included former gover-
nor State Bank of Paki-
stan Ishart Hussian, whose 
name has been circulat-
ing in the media as one 
of candidates to become 
Pakistan’s caretaker prime 
minister during general 
election expected to be 
held in July.

The Track II interaction 
was kept under tight wraps 
and nothing had been 
shared officially about it by 
the organisers. 

Neemrana Dialogue 
was launched in early 
1990s and included influ-
ential former diplomats, 
military veterans and aca-

demics, who were having 
unofficial backing from 
the foreign ministries of 
the two countries.

The India-Pakistan ties 
nose-dived in recent years 
with no bilateral talks tak-
ing place.

The ties between the 
two countries had strained 
after the terror attacks by 
Pakistan-based groups in 
2016 and India’s surgical 
strikes inside Pakistan-oc-
cupied Kashmir. The sen-
tencing of alleged Indian 
spy Kulbhushan Jadhav to 
death by a military court 
in April last year further 
deteriorated bilateral ties.

The two sides often ac-
cuse each other of cease-

fire violations along the 
Line of Control, resulting 
in civilian casualties. 

Recently, India said 
that it would participate 
along with Pakistan in a 
multi-nation counter-
terror exercise in Russia 
under the framework of 
Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation.

The Nation newspaper 
in an editorial hailed the 
exercise.

“The new-fangled 
initiative is far from an 
independent cognisant 
initiative on the part of 
both the countries at mit-
igating grievances, and 
is in fact an enterprise 
broached under the ae-
gis of the SCO,” the daily 
said.

Where the exercises 
aim to build trust and 
mutual understanding, 
with eye towards com-
ing up with a formula to 
manage border affairs, 
any endeavour in this area 
between the two acrimo-
nious neighbours can go a 
long way in side stepping 
their tenuous relation-
ship,” it said.

“They held meet-
ings and it took six more 
months to increase the 
(labourers’) wages.” 

Also noting that many 
contractors were not pay-
ing the labourers fully, he 
said he was warning them 
not to do so. “... Improve 
yourself or we know how 
to deal with you.”

Attacking the Lt Gov-
ernor, Kejriwal said that 
he has read about sev-
eral revolutions, but never 
about such “Hitlershahi” 
(dictatorship). 

He alleged that reject-
ing the proposal to set up 
the committee to study 
labourers’ wages exposed 
Baijal’s pride. “He was do-
ing this because he was 
drunk on power. It made 
me angry but I was help-
less.”

Highlighting the works 
done under his rule in the 
fields of education, health 
and amenities like elec-
tricity and water, he said 
that his government did 
in Delhi was considered 
impossible.

“They used to say con-
tract (labourers) can not 
be made permanent. We 
will do that as well,” he 
said.

He urged the labour 
class to educate their chil-
dren. 

He also noted that his 
AAP was formed out “of a 
very big revolution against 
corruption and injustice”. 

protection and preserva-
tion of the centuries-old 
monument.

It also inquired why 
there was a “sudden flurry 
of activities in and around 
the Taj Mahal and the Taj 
Trapezium Zone (TTZ)” 
and why leather industries 
and hotels were coming 
up there.

During its February 
8 hearing, the court di-
rected the Uttar Pradesh 
government to give details 
of the number of trees 
planted in and around 

the Taj Mahal and in the 
TTZ -- a 10,400 sqkm area 
spread over the districts of 
Agra, Firozabad, Mathura, 
Hathras and Etah in Uttar 
Pradesh and Bharatpur in 
Rajasthan.

On December 8, 2017, 
the court asked the state 
government to plan for the 
protection and preserva-
tion of the Taj Mahal and 
the environment around it 
so that the historic monu-
ment could be there for 
another 400 years and not 
just for a generation.
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US has never been closer to getting 
rid of N Korea’s nukes — Trump 

Myanmar ready to take back 
verified Rohingyas — Suu Kyi 

Netanyahu says has new ‘proof’ of 
Iran nuclear weapons programme

Kim agrees to meet Trump at demilitarized zone Pakistani doctor who aided Osama hunt likely to be released

Pence visits Mexico border 
to inspect wall construction

Twin blasts at mosque 
in northern Nigeria 
kill at least 24

Worthless, says Iran of Israeli nuke allegations 

Washington, May 1 (PTI): 
The US has never been 
closer to getting rid of 
North Korea’s nuclear 
weapons, President Don-
ald Trump has said, exud-
ing confidence that his 
planned summit with the 
reclusive country’s leader 
Kim Jong Un will be a “suc-
cess”.

Trump has accepted 
an invitation for a meeting 
with Kim. The meeting is 
scheduled to take place 
soon, possibly in the De-
militarised Zone (DMZ) 
straddling the border be-
tween the two Koreas.

He also confirmed yes-
terday that Singapore was 
also on the list of possible 
sites.

Trump praised Kim for 
living up to his promise 
of not launching ballistic 
missiles and carrying out 
any nuclear tests before 
the planned meeting.

“The US has never 
been closer to potentially 
having something happen 
with respect to the Korean 
peninsula that can get rid 
of the nuclear weapons, 
can create so many good 
things, so many positive 
things, and peace and 
safety for the world,” 
Trump said yesterday.

“So, we’ll see what hap-
pens. You know, I often say, 

PTI

Donald Trump (File Photo)

PTI

Kim Jong-un (File Photo)

Benjamin Netanyahu

Shakil Afridi

PTI

Aung San Suu Kyi (File Photo)

Who knows? Who knows? 
Maybe a lot of things 
change,” he told reporters 
during a joint news con-
ference with the visiting 
Nigerian President Mu-
hammadu Buhari.

Lauding Kim for his 
recent statements, Trump 
said everybody wanted to 
see the meeting happen 
and it had a chance to be a 
“big event”.

“Kim Jong Un, who has 
been very open and very 

straightforward so far - I 
can only say, again, so far. 
But he’s talking about get-
ting rid of the site, which 
was their big site.

“He’s talking about no 
research, no launching of 
ballistic missiles, no nu-
clear testing. 

And he has lived up 
to that for a long period 
of time, a longer period 
of time than anybody has 
seen,” Trump said.

“There’s something 

that I like about it, because 
you’re actually there - if 
things work out, there’s a 
great celebration to be had 
on the site, not in a third 
party country. 

So we are looking at 
the possibility of doing it 
in that location. We’re also 
looking at various other 
countries, including Sin-
gapore,” he said.

Noting that it would be 
“very interesting”, Trump 
said it would be a “great 

celebration” if it worked 
out well.

He expressed confi-
dence that the summit 
would happen.

“I think the summit 
is going to happen. They 
very much want it. We 
certainly would like to see 
it. I think the summit will 
happen. And personally, I 
think it’s going to be a suc-
cess, but we’ll see,” he said.

“If it doesn’t work out 
well, that’s the way it goes,” 
he said.

“If it’s not a success, I 
will respectfully leave. It’s 
very simple,” Trump said, 
seeking to strike a balance 
between optimism and 
scepticism about the up-
coming summit.

Nigerian President Bu-
hari congratulated the 
leaders of the North and 
South Koreas on their 
historic summit, and ap-
plauded them for the posi-
tive commitment they 
have shown towards de-
nuclearisation of the Ko-
rean peninsula.

Trump also came in for 
praise from Buhari.

“President  Tr ump 
deserves a great deal of 
credit for his statesmanly 
role in transforming so 
dramatically the course 
of events in that region,” 
he said.

Nay Pyi Taw, May 1 (IANS): 
Myanmar’s leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi told a visiting 
UN delegation that the 
country was ready to allow 
the return of Rohingya ref-
ugees after they complete 
a verification process, her 
office said on Tuesday.

On Monday, Suu Kyi, 
also the State Counsel-
lor, met a delegation of 
the UN Security Council 
tasked with investigating 
the humanitarian crisis, 
which erupted in August 
last year after an offen-
sive by the Myanmar mili-
tary led to the exodus of 
around 700,000 Rohingya, 
an ethnic minority group, 
to neighbouring Bangla-
desh, reports Efe news.

“During the call, the 

State Counsellor under-
scored Myanmar’s readi-
ness to receive the verified 
returnees and necessary 
cooperation of Bangla-
desh to expedite the repa-
triation process quickly,” 
the office said in a Face-
book post.

The UN delegation, 
which arrived here after 
visiting refugee camps 
in Bangladesh, also met 
General Min Aung Hlaing, 
the commander-in-chief 
of the armed forces of My-
anmar, and other govern-
ment officials.

O n  Tu e s d a y,  t h e 
15-member delegation 
- led by Peru’s Ambassa-
dor to the UN Gustavo 
Meza-Cuadra  whose 
country currently holds 

the rotating presidency 
of the UNSC - is set to 
visit Rakhine province in 
western Myanmar, where 
the Myanmar Army had 
unleashed the offensive 
following a series of at-
tacks on government posts 
by Rohingya rebels.

Last December, Doc-
tors Without Borders had 
said that around 6,700 
Rohingyas were killed in 
the military campaign, 
which the UN High Com-
missioner for Human 
Rights and other countries 
had described as ethnic 
cleansing. In April, a My-
anmar court sentenced 
seven soldiers to 10-years 
of rigorous imprisonment 
for extra-judicial killing of 
10 Rohingya refugees dur-
ing the military campaign.

Myanmar authorities, 
who signed an agreement 
with Bangladesh in No-
vember to repatriate the 
refugees, have denied al-
legations of human rights 
abuses in the military of-
fensive and justified it as 
a legitimate response to 
terror. Myanmar does not 
recognise the Rohingya as 
citizens, claiming they are 
illegal immigrants from 
Bangladesh, which has led 
to continued discrimina-
tion against the commu-
nity, including restrictions 
on their freedom of move-
ment.

Jerusalem, May 1 (PTI/
AFP): Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu 
said in a televised address 
today he had new “proof” 
of an Iranian nuclear 
weapons plan that could 
be activated at any time, as 
the US considers whether 
to pull out of the atomic 
accord with Tehran.

But while Netanyahu 
accused Israel’s main en-
emy Iran of lying about its 
nuclear ambitions, he did 
not provide evidence that 
it had actively worked to 
obtain an atomic weapon 
since the 2015 agreement 
between Tehran and six 
world powers.

Iran has always denied 
it sought a nuclear weap-
on, insisting its atomic pro-
gramme was for civilian 
purposes.

Netanyahu made the 
comments in an elaborate 
presentation that included 
props, video and slides, 
broadcast live on television 
from Tel Aviv.

He said Israel had ob-
tained tens of thousands 
of files “a few weeks ago in a 
great intelligence achieve-
ment,” saying they had 
been moved to a secret 
compound in Tehran in 
2017 that looked dilapi-
dated from the outside.

As he spoke, binders 
that he said held copies of 
original documents were 
on shelves behind him, as 
were cases containing CDs.

US President Donald 
Trump has a May 12 dead-
line to decide on whether 
or not to walk away from 
the nuclear deal, which 
he has derided as “insane” 

partly because its restric-
tions on Iran’s nuclear ac-
tivities begin expiring in 
2025.

Most world powers 
however say the nuclear 
deal is working as intended 
for now and is the best way 
to keep Iran from acquiring 

the bomb.
The Israeli premier has 

repeatedly called for the 
accord -- which Iran signed 
with Britain, France, China, 
Russia, the United States 
and Germany -- to either 
be altered or scrapped.

He says the 2015 Iran 

The Iranian Foreign 
Ministry on Tuesday de-
nounced Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu’s nuclear allega-
tions against Tehran as a 
“worthless show”.

Ministry spokesman 
Baharm Qasemi said that 
the “ridiculous propa-
gandist presentations” 
of Netanyahu are “one 
of the latest shameful 
and worthless shows 
about Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme”, reports Xinhua 
news agency.

Netanyahu on Mon-
day disclosed files that he 

said could prove Iran has 
secretly worked on nu-
clear weapons even after 
it signed an agreement 
in 2015 to halt ts nuclear 
programme.

The Iranian nuclear 
deal, known as the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of 
Action, signed between 
Iran and six world powers, 
was designed to limit Te-
hran’s nuclear programme 
in exchange for the re-
moval of international 
sanctions on the Islamic 
Republic.

“Even after the deal, 
Iran continued to preserve 

and expand its nuclear 
weapons know-how for 
future use” at the Fordow 
nuclear testing site, said 
Netanyahu.

How e v e r,  Qa s e m i 
said the allegations were 
“merely aimed at spread-
ing lies and deception”.

Netanyahu’s disclo-
sure comes ahead of 
Trump’s May 12 dead-
line to decide whether 
to extend the waiver on 
nuclear-related sanctions 
against Iran. 

Trump has repeated-
ly threatened to quit the 
deal.

nuclear agreement does 
not prevent Tehran from 
eventually obtaining nu-
clear weapons and says 
the lifting of sanctions has 
increased Tehran’s ability 
to finance proxy militants 
in the Middle East.

His presentation came 
after he met visiting US 
Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo on Sunday and 
spoke with Trump by 
phone on Saturday.

Pompeo reiterated dur-
ing the visit that Trump will 
withdraw from the nuclear 
deal with Iran “if we can’t 
fix it”. He also joined Netan-
yahu in lashing out at Iran.

Rob Malley, a former 
official in president Barack 
Obama’s administration, 
said on Twitter that “for 
those who have followed 
the Iranian nuclear file, 
there is nothing new in 
(Netanyahu’s) presenta-
tion”.

Yola, May 1 (PTI/AP): A 
pair of explosions killed at 
least 24 worshippers at a 
mosque in northeastern 
Nigeria, with many of the 
victims caught in the sec-
ond blast while trying to 
flee, police said today.

The attack in Mubi 
town came a day after 
President Muhammadu 
Buhari met with US Pres-
ident Donald Trump at 
the White House and dis-
cussed the threat from the 
Nigeria-based Boko Haram 
extremist group. Its fighters 
were quickly blamed for 
today’s blasts.

This is the second time 
in six months that dozens 
have been killed in an at-
tack on a Mubi mosque. 
IHaruna Hamman Furo, 
the head of the Adamawa 
state emergency manage-
ment agency, described 
the attack as “devastating.” 
Boko Haram briefly took 
over Mubi in late 2014 as its 
fighters rampaged across 
northeastern Nigeria, seiz-
ing towns and villages in its 
quest to establish a hard-
line Islamic state.

Boko Haram fighters 
are also said to be hiding in 
the Mandara mountains to 
the east near Cameroon.

Washington, May 1 (IANS): 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong-un has agreed to 
meet US President Donald 
Trump at the demilitarized 
zone (DMZ) separating the 
two Koreas, an informed 
source told CNN here.

South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in convinced 
Kim to meet Trump at the 
DMZ during their historic 
summit in the border vil-
lage of Panmunjom on 
April 27 that led to an 
agreement to denuclearize 
the Korean Peninsula and 
formally end the Korean 
War, the source said on 
Monday.

A c c o rd i n g  t o  t h e 
source, there was a “strong 
possibility” the summit 
will be held at the site, 
with some events possibly 
scheduled on the northern 
side of the military demar-
cation line separating the 
two countries.

The venue makes the 
most sense logistically for 
Kim, the source told CNN, 
because media facilities 
and equipment are already 
in place, which could the 
allow the summit to take 
place “in late May”.

The idea of meeting at 
the DMZ was not a com-
plete surprise to aides, 
since Trump has been talk-
ing about it all weekend 
and raised it in his Sunday 
phone call with Moon, a 
senior US official told CNN.

Islamabad, May 1 (IANS): 
Shakil Afridi, a Pakistani 
doctor serving 33 year 
prison sentence for help-
ing the CIA track down 
and kill Al Qaeda chief 
Osama bin Laden in 2011, 
is expected to be released 
in May after authorities 
remitted 10 years of his 
sentence, according to 
his lawyer.

Afridi’s lawyer Qamar 
Nadeem told BBC Urdu 
on Monday that his cli-
ent, who has received 
several remissions in sen-
tence, will complete his 
jail term this month.

Nadeem said that his 
client was sentenced to a 
total of 33 years jail term 
on four different charges. 
He was given 30 years on 
three counts and three 
years on one count. 

However, after an ap-
proval of his appeal, 10 
years of imprisonment 
had been remitted, the 
Express Tribune reported 
citing the BBC report. 

The lawyer said that if 

Washington, May 1 (IANS): 
US Vice President Mike 
Pence visited the border 
between California state 
and Mexico to inspect the 
construction of a new bor-
der wall.

Pence’s visit to Calexico 
on Monday comes a day 
after dozens of migrants 
in a caravan - that started 
with 1,500 people from 
Central America at Tapa-
chula (Chiapas) - arrived 
at the international border 
seeking asylum, reports 
Efe news.

“Men, women and 
children like those gath-
ered at our border today 
are exploited by human 
smugglers and criminal 

and drug cartels who seize 
on their hardship and dif-
ficulty to undermine our 
laws and profit for them-
selves,” Pence said in a 
speech before members of 
the Border Patrol at the El 
Centro military base.

He visited the area 
where work is on to re-
place the existing border 
fence between Calexico 
and Mexico that was in-
stalled in the 1990s.

Border Patrol chief Var-
la Provost presented Pence 
with a piece of the metal 
used in one of the sections 
that had been replaced.

During his address to 
the Border Patrol, Pence 
reiterated the federal gov-

ernment’s commitment 
to building the promised 
border wall.

“When it comes to the 
border wall, we’re going to 
build it all,” he said.

He went on to urge 
the Congress to plug le-
gal loopholes that were 
exploited by traffickers, 
such as the “catch-and-
release program or asylum 
policies that don’t require 
people to stay in the first 
safe country in which they 
arrive”.

Pence’s visit comes 
a month after President 
Donald Trump visited the 
border between San Diego 
and Tijuanato inspect eight 
prototypes for the wall.

Trump loved the im-
ages from the Kim-Moon 
summit and the fact the 
entire meeting was tel-
evised, the official said. 
The US President wants 
to be involved in similar 
scenes when he becomes 
the first sitting US Presi-
dent to meet a North Ko-
rean leader.

Speaking to reporters 
on Monday, Trump said he 
was enthusiastic about the 
idea of holding the summit 
in the DMZ. 

“There’s something I 
like about it, because you’re 
there, if things work out, 
there’s a great celebration 

to be had on the site, not 
in a third party country,” 
he said.

Mi l l i o n s  w a t c h e d 
Moon’s meeting with Kim, 
the first meeting between 
two leaders of North and 
South Korea in over a dec-
ade.

Cameras fol lowed 
the leaders’ movements 
throughout the day, from 
Moon’s departure from 
Seoul to the moment Kim 
crossed the demarcation 
line into the south -- and 
encouraged Moon to cross 
to the North.

However, administra-
tion officials were still argu-

ing for Singapore as a pos-
sible location for the talks, 
telling Trump it presents a 
more neutral option, the 
source told CNN.

A close ally to the US 
during the Cold War and 
currently host to a US mili-
tary presence, Singapore 
also has a diplomatic rela-
tionship with North Korea. 

It is one of only 47 
countries to feature a North 
Korean embassy.

Another option previ-
ously suggested by both 
sides was Ulaanbaatar, the 
sparsely-populated capital 
of Mongolia to the north-
west of North Korea.

Afridi’s total jail term and 
remissions were taken 
into consideration, then 
he was likely to be freed 
this month.

Afridi was shifted to 
Adiala Jail in Rawalpindi 
from Peshawar Central 
Jail under strict security 
measures on Friday.

According to earlier 

reports, Afridi was moved 
in a helicopter but no offi-
cial statement was issued 
from the government. 
However, it was still not 
clear as to whether he 
will be kept in Adiala jail 
or shifted to another lo-
cation.

He was kept under 
strict security measures 

and additional guards 
were posted at his bar-
racks, the report said, 
adding that there was a 
chance that after his re-
lease Afridi might move 
to the US permanently.

Afridi ran a phoney 
vaccination campaign in 
Abbottabad to help the 
CIA track down Bin Lad-
en in his compound and 
kill him in a controversial 
raid on May 2, 2011. He 
was arrested from Pesha-
war in late 2011.

In 2012, he was sen-
tenced to 33 years in pris-
on for having links with 
banned militant groups.

US President Donald 
Trump, two years ago, 
had said in an interview 
that during his campaign 
for presidential elections 
that he could have Afridi 
released in two minutes.

However, Pakistan 
condemned his state-
ment and said the fate of 
Afridi would be decided 
by Islamabad and not 
Washington.
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Ruppfuzhano Whiso tending to customers promoting dignity of labour under the BWAP in Kohima on May 1.

Ketholeno Kense (centre) with the 14 contestants of Miss Teen Chumukedima 2018 at Niathu Resort, 
Dimapur.

‘The Simpsons’ creator brushes off Apu controversy
Matt Groening, creator of “The Simpsons”, has brushed off criticism over the Apu character, 
saying people love to fake taking offence. Asked if he has given any thoughts to the criticism of 
Apu as a stereotype, Groening said: “Not really.” “I’m proud of what we do on the show. And 
I think it’s a time in our culture where people love to pretend they’re offended,” usatoday.com 
quoted Groening as saying.  Groening is the latest member of “The Simpsons” to comment on 
the criticism. Apu had to grapple with the troubling stereotype of a convenience store clerk with 
an exaggerated, fake Indian accent since the show’s inception. Actor Hank Azaria, who plays Apu, 
said he would consider stepping aside so that a south Asian actor could take over the role. “The 
Simpsons” has become the longest running scripted show in American TV history.

IANS

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

11 am, 2 pm, 5 pm: Avengers: Infinity 
War (Eng) 3D
8 pm: Avengers : Infinity War (Eng) 2D

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Bappi Lahiri honoured 
by London’s 
World Book 
of Records

Miss Ruopfuzhano Whiso promotes ‘dignity of labour’

Avicii died due to self-
inflicted ‘cuts from glass’

Ashley Judd sues Harvey Weinstein

EKTA to conduct Miss 
Teen Chumukedima

C
elebrated music director 
Bappi Lahiri was feted by 
London’s World Book of 
Records for his contribution 
to global music with his im-

mortal song “Jimmy Jimmy 
aaja aaja”.

Bappi 
told the 

media: 
“It has 
been 
one long 

journey 
with innu-
merable 

ac-

colades over nearly five decades and 
over 600 films. But there is something 
special about ‘Jimmy Jimmy’. It always 
has followers in every part of the globe. 
Such adulation brings tears to my eyes. 
It is the love of my fans that keeps me 
going.”

An informal event took place at the 
residence of the artiste who played the 
tabla. It was graced by Santosh Shukla, 
President, World Book of Records. 

Shukla said: “We all are born with a 
specific purpose to contribute some-
thing exclusive to the world through 
our exclusivity, through our hidden and 
extreme potential. It is a platform for 
all humans in this world to showcase 
their unique and remarkable talent and 
inspire the world to go one step further 
and progress from strength to strength.”

World Book of Records - London 
catalogues and verifies a huge 

number of world records across 
the world with authentic 
certification. The song “Jimmy 

Jimmy Aaja Aaja”, originally 
picturised on Mithun 

Chakraborty in the 1982 
film “Disco Dancer”, 
has been translated in 
Russian and Chinese 
and has been a part of 
the original score of 
Adam Sandler’s “You 

Don’t Mess with the 
Zohan”.

IANS

E
ighteen year old Miss Ruopfuzh-
ano Whiso who is representing 
the state of Nagaland at the 
FBB Femina Miss India 2018 is 
promoting ‘Dignity of labour’ 

under the Beauty with a Purpose (BWAP) 
- a routine and an activity expected of any 
beauty queen before the main event. It 
raises money and participates in humani-
tarian projects.

To encourage the unemployed youth 
and to set an example, Whiso, the first 

runner up of Miss Nagaland 2017 in col-
laboration with the Beauty and Aesthetic 
Society of Nagaland (BASN) has set up a 
kiosk below PHQ Junction, Kohima to sell 
vegetables.

The project was kicked-off on the 
morning of May 1 which will continue on 
May 2, 7 am onwards. The items available 
for sale includes onion, potato, cabbage, 
tomato, garlic, chilli, ginger, beans, carrot, 
capsicum, karela etc. 

BASN officials informed that the vege-

tables that are being sold at 
cheaper rates than the cur-
rent market price. For those 
interested, it informed that 
there is a package offer with 
20 kilos of fresh vegetables 
at INR 800 with free home 
delivery.

All the profits and pro-
ceeds that are earned in this 
project, it informed will be 
given as charity to encour-
age the targeted identified 
unemployed individuals 
to take up the business as 
set by Miss Whiso in this 
project. 

Therefore, it has 
solicited the support of the 
public to come and buy its 
products towards promot-
ing dignity of labour. 

Talking about her 
project and expressing seri-
ous concern on the rise of 
unemployment in the state, 
Whiso said that she truly 
believes “no person can 
stay unemployed if he/she 
is hard working.”

She opined that “it is 
us, ourselves that we have 
to be blamed for not being 
unemployed” because ac-

cording to her “we” refuse 
or think it’s below our 
dignity to get down to our 
knees to work.

Sharing her first hand 
experience on doing the 
business herself, Whiso said 
‘It’s a liberating feeling actu-
ally. It makes me feel happy 
at helping people as well 
instead of always being the 
person being helped.’

Ruopfuzhano Whiso 
hails from Khonoma Village 
and will be representing 
the state in the 55th edition 
of Miss Femina Miss India 
2018 to be held in June 
2018. Contestants from all 
30 states will compete for 
the crown. 

Whiso will be leaving 
the state on May 15.

 Reigning title holder 
and Miss World 2017 
Manushi Chhillar from 
Haryana will crown her 
successor at the end of the 
event. The pageant will also 
crown India’s representa-
tives to compete in one of 
the Big Four major interna-
tional beauty pageants.

Our Correspondent 

E
KTA (which translates to 
‘one’ in Nagamese) event 
organiser, a group of four 
woman from Chumukedima 
will be organising the first 

Miss Teen Beauty pageant Chumuke-
dima ay Chumukedima Town Hall on 
May 12, under the theme “Young but 
brave”.

 The event will be graced by 
Ketholeno Kense, one of India’s top 
super models as the Guest of honour. 
The judges for the event are Marina 
kiho (Miss Nagaland 2017), Gihutoli 
Khulu (founder & Director of Ethnic 
Trendzanda Organization), Tiakumzuk 
(founder & director of Dreams Unlim-

ited), Ben kithan (co-founder of Apex 
Manpower Services, Managing Partner 
of Pinnacle Creations) and Temsusenla 
(proprietor of Fusion store). 

EKTA recently formed under the 
tag line “amazing things happen as 
one” and informed that the 14 contest-
ants are college and school going girls 
and all residents of Chumukedima.

Tickets will be available on the 
event day as well as at Oasis restau-
rant, second Gate, Chumukedima for 
INR1000, INR500 and INR150 respec-
tively. For any information contact 
(+91 98625 00230 / +91 97741 50855 / 
+91 8729-807498 / 09612068875)

Eastern Mirror Desk

S
wedish DJ and 
producer Avicii 
committed 
suicide with 
broken glass that 

he used to cut himself, 
reports tmz.com.

Multiple sources 
familiar with the circum-
stances surrounding the 
famous DJ’s death told 
the site that he did indeed 
take his own life -- some-
thing his parents alluded 
to last week. 

The sources said the 
method of death was a 
shard of glass that caused 
massive bleeding. Two 
sources told tmz.
com that 
Avicii broke 
a bottle 
and used 
the glass 
to inflict 
the 

fatal wound. One of the 
sources said it was a wine 
bottle. 

Two sources said the 
point of injury was Avicii’s 
neck but another source 
strongly denied that, say-
ing it was his wrist. 

The DJ, who was 28, 
was found dead on April 
20 in the Middle Eastern 
country of Oman. He 
battled alcohol problems 
for years, and his friends 
worried those issues 
would eventually kill him.

Avicii’s family had 
released a statement say-
ing: “He really struggled 

with thoughts about 
meaning, life, 

happiness. He 
could not go on 
any longer. He 
wanted to find 
peace.”

IANS

A
ctress Anushka Sharma, 
who turned 30 on Tues-
day, wants to start the 
new decade of her life 
by building an animal 

shelter for homeless animals.
The actress, who married crick-

eter Virat Kohli last year, penned a 
note to announce the project on 

her special day.
“On my birthday, in my 

own little way, I’m starting 
something that will give 

our fellow living beings 
equal rights, equal care 
and equal love.

I’m building an animal 
shelter just outside Mum-

bai - a home for those 
animals that are strand-
ed, left to fend for them-
selves, have to brave 
harsh surroundings. A 
home where they will 

be cared for, loved, protected 
and nurtured,” Anushka wrote 
in the note posted on Twitter.

“This has been my calling 
for years now and my dream 
is finally coming true. I will 
seek your time, support and 
advice to make this home a 
place that looks after fellow 
living beings with utmost 
care and compassion - all 
in due course of time. Until 

then, I seek your blessings and your 
prayers,” she added.

Anushka pointed out how while 
humans “have a voice to speak up, 
we have fundamental rights, we 
can ask for justice, we have families, 
near and dear ones to love us and 
take care of us”, and urged people to 
“think about the animals”.

“Think about how they live, how 
they are treated, think about their 
rights, think if they are treated fairly? 
And what’s worse, even if they aren’t 
being treated well, they have no 
means of doing anything about it 
and that’s where we have to come in 
as humans who stand up for all living 
beings.

“It is our responsibility. The 
whole purpose of being the strongest 
species is to look out for the wel-
fare of all those, not so strong ones 
around us, so that we truly can give 
back to our great Mother Earth and 
live harmoniously.”

For her special day, her husband 
posted a sweet message for her on 
social media.

“Happy B’day my love. The most 
positive and honest person I know. 
Love you,” he captioned a picture of 
them.

On the film front, the actress, 
who is also a producer, will be seen 
in “Sui Dhaaga”.

IANS

Anushka Sharma turns 30, 
plans to build animal shelter

A
ctress Ashley Judd has sued disgraced producer 
Harvey Weinstein for retaliating against her be-
cause she refused his sexual advances. Judd took 
the action on Monday in the Superior Court here, 
reports variety.com. The actress has claimed that 

Weinstein smeared her reputation with director Peter Jack-
son, causing him not to cast her in “The Lord of the Rings”.

Judd said in a statement: “Mr. Weinstein’s abusive con-
duct toward others has caused no end of damage to aspiring 
actors and others in the film and entertainment industry. 
As my experience and the experience of others shows, even 
a few false statements from Mr. Weinstein could destroy 
potentially career-changing professional opportunities.”

“It’s time that Mr. Weinstein be held accountable for that 
conduct and for the ways in which he’s damaged careers.”

The 50-year-old actress is seeking damages for defa-
mation, sexual harassment and violations of California’s 
unfair business competition law. Judd’s attorney, Theodore 
Boutrous of Gibson Dunn, said that any recovery from the 
suit would be donated to a charity that benefits women.

IANS
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Telecom panel gives nod to in-flight 
connectivity in Indian airspace

Jupiter moon Ganymede’s 
environment unique — NASA probe

Super tiny particles derived from 
table sugar can detect lead in water

Earthworm gut may offer 
new ways of efficient 
recycling of organic waste

NASA mission to study 
heart of Mars set for launch

New Delhi, May 1 (IANS): 
Calling and texting from 
aircraft will soon become 
a reality as the Telecom 
Commission on Tuesday 
has approved in-flight 
connectivity, facilitating 
both voice and data calls 
and date surfing in Indian 
airspace, Telecom Secre-
tary Aruna Sundararajan 
said here.

“Almost all recommen-
dations by the Telecom 
Regulatory Authority of 
India (TRAI) on this have 
been accepted. We are 
expediting the process 
(to start) and within 3-4 
months it should be ready. 
We will be operationalis-
ing this decision imme-
diately,” she told report-
ers after the meeting on 
Tuesday.

She said there were 
only two exception to 
TRAI’s recommendations. 
The sector regulator said 
that foreign satellites and 
foreign gateways should 
also be permitted, “but 
there had been an earlier 
committee of secretaries 
meeting that decided that 
it should be an Indian 
satelllite or a Department 
of Space approved satellite 
and the gateway should be 
in India.”

Sundararajan said: 
“We have to create a sepa-
rate category of licencee, 
called In-Flight Connectiv-
ity Provider. This will also 
be applicable for ships. Re 
1 will be the token licence 
fee. It is applicable above 

3,000 metres.” 
She also said that the 

matter need not go to the 
Cabinet for approval. 

In addition, keeping 
in view that grievance 
redressal in the telecom 
sector, which has been a 
long pending demand, 
the panel approved the 
proposal of forming a Tele-
com Ombudsman.

“We get 10 million 
grievances per quarter. 
A three tier mechanism 
has been proposed. First 
will be within the telecom 
service providers the first 
level of complaints can be 
lodged. Then if the con-
sumer is not satisfied with 
the response, each TSP 
will set up an appelalte 
mechanism within itself 
to which the person can 
complaint. After that if it 

does not work they can 
move to consumer griev-
ance redressal forums,” 
Sundararajan said.

“On top will be a Tele-
com Ombudsman cretaed 
by TRAI. The TRAI has said 
they do not have the pow-
ers to create, therefore, it 
has now been proposed to 
give them powers to create 
an ombudsman mecha-
nism. The idea is they can 
have one ombudsman per 
TSP, or one ombudsman 
per region or as many om-
budsman as they feel are 
necessary. This will bring 
in much better and more 
satisfactory grievance re-
dressal into the telecom 
sector. This will be done 
in priority basis. It will re-
quire amendment of TRAI 
Act,” she added.

Among other impor-

tant decisions, the panel 
also approved the decision 
on internet telephony. “It 
will be operationalising it 
immediately. We expect 
that this will give a fillip 
to voie telephony through 
the data networks,” the 
telecom secretary said.

It also approved 12 
major recommendations 
of TRAI on ease of doing 
business.

She said proliferation 
of broadband through 
public Wi-Fi network, has 
also been accepted. 

“Except that we have 
asked TRAI to work out 
an operational framework 
and all the members of the 
Telecom Commission felt 
that this is an extremely 
important recommenda-
tion because it will give a 
big fillip to the growth of 

public Wi-Fi hotspots in 
India and will create a new 
category of service provid-
ers through the public data 
office aggregators (PDOA),” 
Sundararajan said.

“The PDOs will be a 
significant job creation 
opportunity because right 
now we do not have many 
Wi-Fi hotspots and the 
idea is to proliferate this 
in a very large scale. So 
this was seen as a huge 
catalyst in that direction. 
We will be working with 
TRAI to operationalise it 
with immediate effect,” 
she added.

The panel also ap-
proved two items related 
to Universal Service Ob-
ligation Fund and eight 
state detailed project re-
ports on BharatNet project 
were approved.

“The setting up of 
the Ombudsman for the 
Telecom sector is a great 
milestone but how it will 
be implemented is a big 
challenge considering 
100 crores plus users. The 
approval for Ease of Do-
ing Business too reflect 
the DoT’s strong resolve 
the revolutionize and 
streamline the Telecom-
munication services in 
India. However data pric-
ing through Wi-fi is likely 
to reduce tariffs but the 
good news that the Wi-fi 
will be chargeable can be 
very good opportunity to 
increase revenues,” said 
Hemant Joshi, Partner De-
loitte India.

Washington, May 1 (IANS): The magnet-
ic field around Jupiter’s moon Ganymede 
makes it unlike any other in the solar 
system, shows newly analysed data from 
NASA’s Galileo spacecraft’s first flyby of 
the moon two decades ago.

NASA’s Galileo spacecraft spent eight 
years orbiting Jupiter. During that time, 
the hearty spacecraft -- slightly larger 
than a full-grown giraffe -- sent back 
spates of discoveries on the gas giant’s 
moons, including the observation of a 
magnetic environment around Gany-
mede that was distinct from Jupiter’s 
own magnetic field. 

The mission ended in 2003, but 
newly resurrected data from Galileo’s 
first flyby of Ganymede, detailed in the 
journal Geophysical Research Letters, 
offered new insights about the moon’s 
environment.

“We are now coming back over 20 
years later to take a new look at some of 
the data that was never published and 
finish the story,” said study lead author 
Glyn Collinson from NASA’s Goddard 
Space Flight Center in Greenbelt, Mary-
land.

“We found there’s a whole piece no 
one knew about,” Collinson said.

In 1996, shortly after arriving at Jupi-
ter, Galileo made a surprising discovery: 
Ganymede had its own magnetic field. 

While most planets in our solar sys-
tem, including Earth, have magnetic en-
vironments -- known as magnetospheres 
-- no one expected a moon to have one.

Between 1996 and 2000, Galileo 
made six targeted flybys of Ganymede, 
with multiple instruments collecting 
data on the moon’s magnetosphere. 

The new results reveal interesting de-
tails about the magnetosphere’s unique 
structure. 

The results showed a stormy scene. 
Particles blasted off the moon’s icy 
surface as a result of incoming plasma 
rain, and strong flows of plasma pushed 
between Jupiter and Ganymede due to 
an explosive magnetic event occurring 
between the two bodies’ magnetic en-
vironments. 

Scientists think these observations 
could be key to unlocking the secrets 
of the moon, such as why Ganymede’s 
auroras are so bright.

“There are these particles flying out 
from the polar regions, and they can 
tell us something about Ganymede’s 
atmosphere, which is very thin,” said 
Bill Paterson, a co-author of the study at 
NASA Goddard who served on the Gali-
leo Plasma Science (PLS) team during 
the mission. 

“It can also tell us about how Gany-
mede’s auroras form,” Paterson added.

New Delhi, May 1 (In-
dia Science Wire): Nano 
technology deals with 
particles that are several 
thousand times smaller 
than human hair, and it is 
being put to use in variety 
of applications such as 
drug delivery and diag-
nostic tests. 

A group of Indian re-
searchers has now devel-
oped a simpletechnique 
for deriving nanoparticles 
from table sugar and have 
shown that these particles 
can be used as sensor for 
detection of lead in water. 

In recent years, scien-
tists have been looking for 
‘green’ sources to derive 
nanoparticles.Super tiny 
nanoparticles – known as 
carbon dots - have been de-
rived from lemon peel, ba-
nana juice and orange peel. 
Conventionally, carbon dots 
are derived from graphite 
or carbon nanotubes using 
physical methods.

The research team at 
the University of Calicut 
has produced carbon dots 
from table sugar. For this, 
sugar was melted at high 
temperature (150 degrees 
celsius) and diluted with 
ammonia solution. It was 
then put under micro-
wave for few minutes and 
finally filtered and freeze-
driedto yield quantum 
dots containing carbon. 

S c i e n t i s t s  t e s t e d 
if these dots could be 
used for estimating lev-
els of various metal ions 
(cadmium, mercur y, 
copper,lead, iron, potas-
sium, aluminum, nickel, 
sodium, cobalt, chromi-
um, magnesium, calcium 
andzinc). They found that 
the dots in the water pre-
cipitate only in the pres-
ence of lead ions. Interest-
ingly, this precipitation 
by dots is seen only when 
the levels of lead is more 
than 14 parts per billion 

- which is also the permis-
sible limit of lead in water 
as per US Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

“Lead ismost common 
heavy metal ion pollutant 
in water. It causes severe 
issues in the development 
of the brain and nervous 
system along with differ-
ent health problems in-
cluding hypertension and 
gastrointestinal inflam-
mations etc. This low-cost 
and simple method can 
be used widely for assess-
ing lead ions in drinking 
water,” explained Dr. Re-
nuka N. K, who led the 
team, while speaking to 
India Science Wire.

(The results of this study 
have been published 

in journal Sensors and 
Actuators B: Chemical. 

The research team 
included V.A Ansi and 
N.K Renuka from the 
University of Calicut, 

Kerala.)

Washington, April 30 (IANS): NASA is 
set to launch Interior Exploration using 
Seismic Investigations, Geodesy and Heat 
Transport (InSight) on May 5, the first-
ever mission to study the heart of Mars.

InSight, which is the first planetary 
mission to take off from the West Coast, is 
targeted to launch at 7.05 a.m. EDT (4.05 
a.m. PDT) from Space Launch Complex-3 
at Vandenberg Air Force Base in California 
aboard a United Launch Alliance (ULA) 
Atlas V rocket, the space agency said in a 
statement.

InSight will be the first mission to peer 
deep beneath the Martian surface, study-
ing the planet’s interior by measuring its 
heat output and listening for marsquakes, 
which are seismic events similar to earth-
quakes on Earth. 

It will use the seismic waves generated 
by marsquakes to develop a map of the 
planet’s deep interior. 

The findings of Mars’ formation will 
help better understand how other rocky 
planets, including Earth, were and are 
created.

NASA is also launching a separate 
technology experiment known as Mars 
Cube One (MarCO), on the same rocket, 
the statement noted.

MarCO consists of two mini-space-
craft and will be the first test of CubeSat 
technology in deep space. 

They are designed to test new com-
munications and navigation capabilities 
for future missions and may aid InSight 
communications.

InSight is part of NASA’s Discovery 
Program, managed by the agency’s Mar-
shall Space Flight Center in Huntsville, 
Alabama. 

The spacecraft, including cruise stage 
and lander, was built and tested by Lock-
heed Martin Space in Denver.

Super tiny nanoparticles – known as carbon dots - have been derived from lemon peel, banana juice and 
orange peel.

Jan Koum (left). (File photo) wikipedia

WhatsApp CEO quits Facebook 
over ‘data privacy’ concerns

Microsoft to unveil new Outlook 
designs for Mac and Windows

San Francisco, May 1 
(IANS): In a jolt to Face-
book,  WhatsApp co-
founder and CEO Jan 
Koum has decided to 
move on amid reports 
that he had a difference 
of opinion with parent 
company Facebook over 
data privacy, encryption 
and other issues.

Koum announced 
his exit from WhatsApp 
immediately after The 
Washington Post on Mon-
day reported his plans 
to depart “after clashing 
with its parent, Facebook, 
over the popular messag-
ing service’s strategy and 
Facebook’s attempts to 
use its personal data and 
weaken its encryption”.

“I’m leaving at a time 
when people are using 
WhatsApp in more ways 
than I could have imag-
ined. The team is stronger 
than ever and it’ll contin-
ue to do amazing things,” 
Koum said in a Facebook 
post on Tuesday.

“I’m taking some time 
off to do things I enjoy 
outside of technology, 
such as collecting rare air-
cooled Porsches, working 
on my cars and playing ul-
timate frisbee. And I’ll still 

be cheering WhatsApp 
on - just from the outside. 
Thanks to everyone who 
has made this journey 
possible,” he added.

According to the re-
port, Koum who sold 
WhatsApp to Facebook 
for more than $19 billion 
in 2014, “also plans to step 
down from Facebook’s 
board of directors”.

“The independence 
and protection of its us-
ers’ data is a core tenet of 
WhatsApp that Koum and 
his co-founder, Brian Ac-
ton, promised to preserve 
when they sold their tiny 
start-up to Facebook,” the 
report added.

Koum further said in 
his post that “It’s been al-
most a decade since Brian 
and I started WhatsApp, 
and it’s been an amazing 
journey with some of the 
best people.

“But it is time for me 
to move on. I’ve been 
blessed to work with 
such an incredibly small 
team and see how a crazy 
amount of focus can pro-
duce an app used by so 
many people all over the 
world,” he added.

Facebook CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg quickly re-

New Delhi, May 1 (Indi-
an Science Wire): Earth-
worms are considered 
best friends of farmers, 
acting as engineers in 
soils. They are helpful in 
decomposition of waste, 
producing biofertilizers.

Indian scientists have 
investigated the gut of 
earthworms to get an 
insight into why they are 
so efficient in helping 
decomposition. They 
have found that the gut 
of earthworms provides 
an ideal environment 
for nurturing a variety of 
cellulose-degrading bac-
teria because of which 
they are able to convert 
organic waste from plant 
sources into fertilizer or 
compost. 

A team of scientists 
led by Dr. Narayan C. Ta-
lukdar at the Institute of 
Advanced Study in Sci-
ence and Technology in 
Guwahati, studied two 
types of earthworms—
those which are found on 
the surface of soil (Peri-
onyx excavatus or com-
posting earthworms) and 
those found under the 
soil (Glyphidrilus spel-
aeotes or semi-aquatic 
freshwater earthworms). 
Bacteria drawn from the 
gut of earthworms were 
cultured and separated 
on the basis of their rate 
of growth and general 
structure.

 According to results 
published in the journal 
Current Science, the use 
of a technique called ‘16S 
rRNA gene-based taxo-
nomic analysis’ revealed 
distinct composition of 
cellulose-degrading bac-
teria specific to each type 
of earthworm. 

The rate at which cel-
lulose was broken down 
by an enzyme (cellulase) 
found in these gut bacte-
ria was much higher than 
that found in Cellulomo-
nas cellulans, a bacteria 
whose distinguishing fea-
ture is breaking down of 
cellulose and was used as 
a reference for the study. 

This was clear from 
higher amounts of car-
b o n  g e n e ra t e d  f ro m 
earthworms vis-à-vis Cel-
lulomonas cellulans after 
20 days of decomposition 
of rice straw in its natural 
environment. 

F u r t h e r  a n a l y s i s 
also revealed that the 
growth rate of cellulose-
degrading bacteria in 
semi-aquatic freshwater 
earthworms was much 
faster than composting 
earthworms thus, making 
them more efficient de-
composers of rice straw.

The earthworm gut 
hosts many microorgan-
isms. Earthworms eat 
plants, which contain cel-
lulose (a complex sugar) 
as an important part of a 
plant cell wall. Cellulose-
degrading bacteria in the 
gut of earthworms break 
it down into carbon, hy-
drogen and oxygen which 
make up most of the soil 
organic matter. 

“Knowledge on occur-
rence and screening of ef-
ficient cellulose-degrad-
ing bacteria within the 
gut wall of earthworms 
may help in efficient cy-
cling of organic residues 
either in field conditions 
or in the compost-mak-
ing process,” pointed out 
Dr. Talukdar. 

In rice growing tropi-
cal and sub-tropical re-
gions, cellulose-contain-
ing rice straw remains in 
the field after harvesting 
and needs to be decom-
posed quickly for effi-
cient release of nutrients. 
In the summer to win-
ter rice-cropping system 
prevalent in North East 
India, summer rice straw 
needs to be recycled 20 
to 30 days prior to trans-
planting of winter rice. 
It has however, been re-
ported in previous stud-
ies that the freshwater 
earthworm in submerged 
rice fields can decom-
pose rice straw under 
the favourable tempera-
tures of July–August but, 
the cycling of winter rice 
straw in field condition is 
slowed down due to low 
temperature in winter 
months. 

(The other members 
of the research team 
were Kishore K. Dey 

and Fenella M. W. 
Nongkhlaw (Central 

Agricultural University, 
Umiam, Meghalaya). 

This research was 
funded by the Indian 

Council of Agricultural 
Research, New Delhi.)

plied via a post: “I will 
miss working so closely 
with you. I’m grateful for 
everything you’ve done to 
help connect the world, 
and for everything you’ve 
taught me, including 
about encryption and its 
ability to take power from 
centralised systems and 
put it back in people’s 
hands”.

According to Tech 
Crunch, One possible 
candidate for the new 
W h a t s Ap p  C E O  r o l e 
would be its top business 
executive Neeraj Arora.

Arora has been with 
WhatsApp since 2011 -- 
well before the Facebook 
acquisition.

W i t h  1 . 5  b i l l i o n 
monthly users, What-
sApp is the biggest mo-
bile messaging service in 
the world. Over 3 million 
people are actively using 
WhatsApp Business app.

After the Cambridge 
Analytica data scandal, 
Facebook has warned in-
vestors that more users’ 
data scandals in the future 
may adversely affect the 
social networking giant’s 
reputation and brand im-
age.

In its quarterly report 
shared with the US Secu-
rities and Exchange Com-
mission (SEC), without 
mentioning Cambridge 
Analytica, Facebook said 
that its ongoing invest-
ments in safety, security 
and content review will 
identify additional in-
stances of misuse of user 
data.

“We may also be noti-
fied of such incidents or 
activity via the media or 
other third parties,” Face-
book said.

Appearing before the 
US Congress, Facebook 
CEO Mark Zuckerberg 
told the lawmakers that 
his own personal data 
was part of 87 million us-
ers’ that was “improperly 
shared” with the British 
political consultancy firm 
Cambridge Analytica.

San Francisco, May 1 
(IANS): Microsoft is geared 
to unveil a slew of new 
features for its Outlook 
desktop app, Outlook for 
Android and iOS apps and 
the its Outlook.com web-
mail service this week, the 
media reported.

The software giant’s 
new Outlook features are 
primarily aimed at busi-
ness customers -- an area 
that its traditional Outlook 
desktop apps for Windows 
and macOS specialise in.

“The company will add 
bill pay reminders to Out-
look.com that will appear 
as calendar items if Out-
look.com identifies a bill 
received in an email,” The 
Verge reported on Tues-
day. 

Notably, this comes 
soon after Google started 
rolling out a revamped 
design for Gmail.

Google unveiled a new 

Gmail design last week, 
giving a facelift to its free 
email service with new 
features and a fresh look.

Microsoft is also add-
ing a better support for 
the emails which would 
allow users to reply to an 
email where they were in 
the “BCC” field. 

Outlook for iOS and 
Android platforms are re-
portedly getting new fea-

tures soon.
“Microsoft Outlook 

for iOS will soon support 
syncing draft emails, thus, 
making it easier to com-
pose an email on the us-
ers’ phone and finish it 
on their PC. Draft sync-
ing is available on Out-
look for Android, Mac and 
Windows, and it’s coming 
to Outlook for iOS this 
month,” the report added.



London, May 1 (IANS): Tottenham Hot-
spur registered a 2-0 victory over Watford 
to move a step closer to sealing a top four 
spot in the English Premier League (EPL) 
football season.

With 71 points from 35 matches, Tot-
tenham hold the final Champions League 
berth from the EPL by a margin of five 
points over fifth-place Chelsea. Both clubs 
have three matches left to play after Tot-
tenham's win here on Monday, reports Efe. 

Watford, who sit in 13th place, looked 
the better side during the first half at the 
Wembley Stadium, but found themselves 
thwarted by goalkeeper Hugo Lloris.

At the other end of the pitch, Watford 
keeper Orestis Karnezis bobbled what 
should have been an easy stop and left 
the ball for Tottenham's Christian Eriksen, 
who set up Dele Alli for the goal to put the 
hosts up 1-0 in the 16th minute.

The visitors continued to create chanc-
es, forcing Lloris to be sharp to stop efforts 
by Abdoulaye Doucoure and Richarlison, 
who nearly equalized for Watford in the 
44th minute.

Tottenham were much improved after 
the break and Harry Kane made it 2-0 
for the home side with a goal in the 48th 
minute.

"It's a massive win. It keeps us in a very 
good position in the top four, fantastic. 
I'm happy," the club's website Tottenham 
quoted head coach Mauricio Pochettino 
as saying.

"Maybe it wasn't a great performance 
but the most important thing was to be 
competitive and win the three points."

For Watford, the result means they will 
have to wait at least another week to get the 
three points they need to be sure of spend-
ing another season in the EPL.

"We had a good performance tonight 
and created many chances but didn't 
score. I cannot by happy with the result 
but I am happy with the performance," 
Watford head coach Javi Garia was quoted 
as saying by the club's website.

Boston, May 1 (AP): Boston’s 
rising stars stalled The Pro-
cess and led the Celtics to vic-
tory in Game 1 of the Eastern 
Conference semifinals.

Substitute point guard 
Terry Rozier scored 29, and 
first-year Celtics forward 
Jayson Tatum had a career-
high 28 points to outplay 
redshirt rookie Ben Simmons 
on Monday night and lead 
Boston to a 117-101 victory 
over the Philadelphia 76ers.

With much of the at-
tention focused on 76ers 
youngsters Simmons and 
Joel Embiid, Boston’s youth 
movement of Tatum and 
Rozier led the way. Two days 
after scoring a career playoff-
high 26 points in Game 7 
against Milwaukee, Rozier 
topped it, while also adding 
eight rebounds and six as-
sists.

“It’s been a dream come 
true. I want to keep going,” 
said Rozier, who was wearing 
a Drew Bledsoe Patriots jersey 
to milk one more chuckle 
out of his pseudo-feud with 
vanquished Bucks guard Eric 
Bledsoe. “I’m just a guy just 
living in the moment.”

Embiid scored 31 points 
with 13 rebounds for Phila-
delphia, which lost for just 
the second time in 22 games. 
Simmons, the likely rookie of 
the year, scored 18 with seven 
boards and six assists.

But with six days of rest 
since eliminating Miami, 
the Heat missed 15 of their 
first 20 shots and hit 5 of 26 
from 3-point range to lose 

Bangkok, May 1 (AFP): After a career laden 
with belts, cash and kudos, boxing great 
Floyd Mayweather Jr retired undefeated 
over 50 fights -- but his flawless record fac-
es an unlikely challenge from an obscure 
Thai fighter known as the "dwarf giant".

At 5ft 2in (1.57m) and weighing just 
105lb (47.6kg), minimumweight Wanheng 
Menayothin is shorter, leaner and signifi-
cantly less wealthy than Mayweather, who 
briefly emerged from retirement last year 
to fight MMA star Conor McGregor for a 
$100 million purse.

If Wanheng triumphs on Wednesday 
afternoon he will equal Mayweather's feat 
of winning 50 successive fights.

His WBC minimumweight belt is on 
the line against Panamanian challenger 
Leroy Estrada.

The fight, to be held outside the town 
hall of second-tier Thai city Nakhon 
Ratchasima, has none of the glitz or pay-
per-view pull of a Mayweather bout in 
Las Vegas.

But still Wanheng will enter boxing lore 
with victory -- and, at 32 years of age, has 
time to go one better and match the 51 
wins, one draw and no losses set by Mexi-
can flyweight Ricardo Lopez.

It is not just the box office power that 
differentiates Mayweather from the Thai, 
who turned to the ring at the age of 12 as a 
path out of poverty.

While the prelude to Mayweather 
fights was defined by hype and trash-
talking, Wanheng has adopted a more 
karmic approach.

"I'm not feeling pressured, you win 
and you lose, and that's the nature of 
sports," he said at his gym in Bangkok a 
few days before defending his title.

But he said he had trained hard with 
the aim of "equalling Floyd".

Nicknames also capture the difference 
between the pair.

- Numbers game -
In addition to "Money", the American 
fought under the moniker "Pretty Boy" 
and "The Best Ever", tags he still rolls 
out on a Twitter profile boasting more 
than eight million followers.

With Wanheng, it's more complicated.
Fighters in Thailand often compete 

under the label of their gym, which is 
where his second name Menayothin -- the 
name of his Bangkok gym -- comes from.

His legal name is Chayaphon Moonsri, 
while his most widely used nickname is 
the "dwarf giant" because of his small 
stature and powerful punches.

But the boxer also fights under the 
alias "Five-Star Grilled Chicken" as part 
of sponsorship deal with Thai food giant 
CP Chicken.

Should Wanheng win on Wednesday 

his name will enter the record books, but 
with an asterisk of sorts.

He has fought mostly low-profile Asian 
challengers on his home turf in Thailand.

His rivals have been a mixed bag -- one 
last year had 44 losses, while another in 
2014 had 24.

In December he tied Rocky Marciano's 
49-0 tally with a win over Japanese con-
tender Tatsuya Fukuhara.

Mayweather, meanwhile, had a much 
tougher ride defeating some of the sport's 
all-time greats, including Manny Pacquiao 
and Oscar De La Hoya.

The welterweight has 27 KOs to Wan-
heng's 17.

"With respect to Wanheng he's never 
beaten anyone of note. In the west this 
fight will be nothing more than a trivial 
pursuit question," Anson Wainwright, 
a boxing correspondent for The Ring 
magazine, told AFP, adding that matching 
the record would nevertheless be a "good 
achievement."

Carlos Costa, a boxing reporter cover-
ing the fight, said the 23-year-old Estrada 
also poses a unique challenge to Wanheng, 
32.

"He's younger and fresher," Costa said 
of Estrada. "He's hungry for glory, and that 
makes a boxer always dangerous."

And the Panamanian is in no mood 
to help Wanheng into the history books, 
telling AFP "this is my oppor-

tunity to be a 
champion".

Dimapur, May 1 (EMN): Di-
mapur District Taekwondo 
team representing Naga-
land State Taekwondo won 
9 medals in the 3rd Good-
will National Taekwondo 
Championship 2018 held 
from April 28 t0 30 at Siva-
sagar, Assam. 

The championship is 
organised by Amguri Tae-
kwondo Academy sivsagar; 
assam held at Amguri Col-
lege indoor hall, Amguri 
where the team secured 4 
gold,1 silver and 4 bronze 
medal in the sparring com-
petition.  

The gold medal winners 
were Albert Ezung, Ram 
Bahadur, Kiran Shankar, 
Noknyei Konyak. H.Vikupu 
Yeptho won a silver med-
al.  Bicky Prasad,Jotish 
Mech,Rana Ramchiary, Li-
jamo Lotha were the bronze 
medallists . 

D u b a i ,  M a y  1 
(IANS): India con-
tinued to sit atop the 
International Cricket 
Council (ICC) Test 

team rankings follow-
ing the latest update 
on Tuesday, with South 

Africa at No.2 and Aus-
tralia at the No.3 posi-

tions.
According to an ICC 

release, India have actually 
stretched their lead over 
South Africa from four to 
13 points after the results 
from 2014-15 were re-
moved from the equation 

and those from 2015-16 
and 2016-17 being weight-
ed at 50 per cent.

In another major devel-
opment, Bangladesh have 
moved above the West In-
dies to No.8, pushing the 
one-time dominant force 
in the game to No.9 for the 
first time.

Elsewhere, Australia 
have gained four points to 
get to 106, pushing New 
Zealand down from No.3 
to No.4, even though the 
Kiwis earned themselves 
$200,000 for being in third 
place at the last cut-off date 

on April 3. 
India and South Africa, 

meanwhile, got $1 million 
and $500,000 respectively.

For India, who played 
four Tests in the 2014-15 
season -- losing 0-2 in Aus-
tralia -- and had earlier 
lost the five-Test tour of 
England 1-3 in 2014, the 
move up was expected 
following an excellent run 
since, highlighted by the 
10 wins in 13 Tests in the 
2016-17 season.

As for Bangladesh and 
the Windies, the records 
since the start of 2015 
haven't been too different, 
with Bangladesh winning 
three of their 18 Tests and 
losing 10, while the Wind-

ies have won five and lost 
18 of their 28 Tests.

England, who have 
gained a point, Sri Lanka, 
who have lost one, and 
Pakistan, down by two 
points, fill the positions 
between New Zealand and 
Bangladesh, with Zimba-
bwe propping up the table 
with two points -- up by 
one -- in the latest update.

By the time the next 
annual update comes in, 
Afghanistan and Ireland 
will have joined the exist-
ing 10 teams to make it a 
12-team table.

London, May 1 (IANS): Liverpool and Egypt 
forward Mohamed Salah won the Football 
Writers' Association's Footballer of the Year 
award on Tuesday, becoming the first player 
from Africa to take the honour.

Liverpool's official website stated that 
Salah beat Manchester City and Belgium mid-
fielder Kevin de Bruyne by 20 votes, with over 
400 FWA members taking part, reports Efe.

"Salah is the worthiest of winners. He is 
also the first African to receive the award and 
we congratulate him on a magnificent sea-
son," FWA Chairman Patrick Barclay said on 
the association's official Twitter handle.

Salah, 25, has racked up an outstanding 
43 goals in 48 appearances during his debut 
season at Liverpool, and on Wednesday will 
again face Roma in the away second leg of the 
Champions League semi-finals.

Salah made two goals and two assists in 
the first leg, leading Liverpool to a 5-2 victory 
on April 24.

Earlier this month, Salah was voted 
Player of the Year for 2017-18 by the United 
Kingdom's Professional Footballers' As-
sociation, an award that carries a special 
significance as it is decided by the players 
themselves.

The last time Golden State got Stephen 
Curry back from a knee injury in the 
playoffs, he immediately returned to 

brilliance.
Curry returned for Game 4 of the Warriors’ 

five-game Western Conference semifinals 
against Portland two years ago and made 16 
of 32 shots with five 3-pointers and scored 17 
points in overtime on the way to 40 in a 132-
125 victory. He grabbed nine rebounds and 
dished out eight assists.

If that is any indicator, the New Orleans 
Pelicans better be ready for a superstar as ea-
ger as ever to get back on the court and chase 
a repeat championship.

The two-time MVP, sidelined since sprain-
ing his left knee March 23, is expected to play 
Tuesday night in Game 2 against New Orleans 
with what is sure to be a fired-up crowd at 
Oracle Arena. The Warriors have won a fran-
chise-record 13 straight home playoff games.

In late December against Memphis, Curry 
came back after being sidelined 11 games with 
a sprained right ankle to score 38 points with 

10 3-pointers.
“I’m not too worried about him. I’ve seen 

him come back from injuries many times,” 
coach Steve Kerr said Monday. “... Sometimes 
it’s just one shot that gets him going.”

And what a boost Curry’s presence could 
be for the defending champions who are al-
ready clicking on both ends.

“He loves the game just as much as any-
body I ever been around and I know he wants 
to play. I’ve just been thinking about that, just 
worrying about how he feels not playing,” 
reigning Finals MVP Kevin Durant said. “... 
Excited for him to get back just to be in a place 
where he enjoys most, which is playing ball, 
and the other stuff, we’ll figure it out. But I’m 
more so excited as his brother that he’s out 
there, he gets to play basketball, something 
that he loves to do.”

The Pelicans prepared all week to see 
Curry back on the court and they know they 
must bounce back fast to stay in this best-of-
seven series after a 123-101 flop in Saturday 
night’s Game 1.
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Tottenham's Christian Eriksen, right, vies for the ball with Watford's Jose Holebas during the 
English Premier League soccer match between Tottenham Hotspur and Watford at Wembley 
stadium in London, Monday, April 30, 2018.

AP/PTI

Winners along with the coaches after the award ceremony at Sivasagar.

Boston Celtics forward Al Horford (42) passes the ball against the defense 
of Philadelphia 76ers forward Robert Covington (33) and guard Marco 
Belinel in the first quarter of Game 1 of an NBA basketball second-round 
playoff series, Monday, April 30, 2018, in Boston

Tottenham beat Watford 2-0 
to tighten grip on 4th in EPL

NBA Conference Semi-finals: Celtics 
beat 76ers 117-101 in Game 1

Mo Salah wins Football Writers' 
Footballer of the Year award

Naga karate team shines at national arena

Mayweather legacy faces 
challenge from Thai 'dwarf giant'

India continues to lead ICC Test rankings

Curry ready to return for Warriors in Game 2 vs. Pelicans

The team was led by Nation-
al Games silver medalist and 
national referee Master Heoshe 

Yeptho, team manager Anirudra 
Pandey and coach and national 
player Tapan Deb Kanungoe.

for just the second time since 
March 13.

“We’re NBA players and we 
have to be ready,” Embiid said. 
“We weren’t ready tonight.”

Al Horford had 26 points 
and seven rebounds for Bos-
ton, which will host Game 2 

on Thursday night. The Celtics 
are hoping to have guard Jay-
len Brown back from a ham-
string injury he sustained in 
the clincher against the Bucks, 
leaving him sidelined along 
with Kyrie Irving and Gordon 
Hayward.
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