
People from Dimapur seen in queue outside a fuel outlet in Lahorijan, in Assam on Monday.  
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Some members of the FNR during  public interaction event in Kohima. 
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Moment of respite: Traffic personnel during a rare moment of lull in Kohima town on Monday. 
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Rush for oil in Assam 
as Nagaland goes dry 

Road safety: A neglected subject 
despite 122 deaths in last two years

Indo-Naga talks: PAC calls for 
meeting of tribe hohos on May 11

Tobu area 
students threaten 
forced closure of 
govt. offices  

Education 
dept. staring at 
another teachers’ 
agitation 

Reconciling the youth with ‘Naga Reconciliation’  
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 27° 18°

Agartala 30° 23°

Gangtok 20° 12°

Guwahati 30° 20°

Imphal 27° 18°

Itanagar 25° 18°

Shillong 19° 14°

Delhi 41° 28°

Kolkata 32° 25°

Chennai 38° 30°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 20° 14°
DIMAPUR 27° 20°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 14mm 75%
DIMAPUR 19mm 95%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Yesterday is not ours to 
recover, but tomorrow 
is ours to win or lose.

~ Lyndon B. Johnson
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‘The war isn’t over’: Ribery 
issues Bayern battle cry |  P11

 Rohingyas: Hasina seeks UNSC 
pressure on Myanmar  |  P9

Leonardo DiCaprio becomes 
a beetle  |  P10
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Dimapur, April 30 (EMN): 
The indefinite shutdown of 
fuel outlets statewide which 
began Monday morning 
forced the citizens of Di-
mapur to make a beeline 
to neighbouring Assam for 
refuel even as fuel stations/
petrol pumps in Dimapur 
remained closed heeding to 
the call for shutdown.

The shutdown was an-
nounced by the Kohima 
Petrol Pump Dealers As-
sociation (KPPDA), the Di-
mapur Petrol Pump Dealers 
Association (DPPDA), the 
Nagaland Tanker Transport 
Association (NTTA), and the 
Oil Tanker Drivers Union 
(OTDUD). The petroleum 

retailers and transporters 
are demanding the safe 
release of a driver and his 
helper who were kidnapped 
from New Helipong vil-
lage in Tuensang district on 
April 22.

Many motorists includ-
ing auto rickshaws rushed 
to neighbouring towns of 
Lahorijan and Bokajan in 
Assam to get their tanks 
filled but it was informed 
that some petrol pumps 
also ran out of oil in As-
sam, leaving many motor 
vehicles dry and stranded. 
Some people who went 
from Dimapur also reported 
that auto rickshaw drivers 
walked till Bokajan to get 
fuel.

Speaking to Eastern Mir-
ror, the president of DPPDA, 
Neingutoulie Kenguruse 
said that the associations, 
excluding the drivers un-
ion, met with the deputy 
commissioner of Dimapur 
on April 30 to discuss the 
matter. “The government 
is also trying their best to 
do everything to get back 
the abducted persons at the 
earliest with full coopera-
tion from both sides.” 

Kenguruse also in-
formed that the associa-
tions will be meeting with 
Nagaland Commissioner 
Sentiyanger Imchen on 
April 1. He expressed hope 
for a quick resolution to the 
imbroglio. 

Kohima Bureaus
Kohima, April 30 (EMN): 
As the 29th National Road 
Safety Week came to a close 
on Monday, an official of the 
regional transport estab-
lishment has underscored 
that road safety remains as 
one of the most neglected 
subjects. 

Nationally, road acci-
dent fatalities are higher 
than any epidemic, with 
a major vehicle accident 
occurring every minute, 
bringing the average annual 
statistics to 5,25,600 major 
road accidents and 1,48,000 
deaths. Nagaland adds to 
this figure as well: in 2016, 
there were 736 road acci-
dents with 500 injuries and 
59 fatalities; while 2017 saw 
696 accidents, 455 injuries 
63 deaths. 

This was stated by the 
senior district transport of-
ficer Kohima, Yaongsanglee 
Chang during a one-day 
workshop on road safety 
awareness at the Capital 
Convention Centre in Ko-
hima, conducted for public 
transport drivers. The of-
ficial said these figures may 
not be accurate as there are 
many cases where accidents 
occurring in remote places 
go unreported, while in 
some cases, the matter get 
solved mutually between 
the parties, failing to make it 
to the official records. 

Stating that while Nagas 
hold the value of forgive-
ness ‘very dear’, he felt it 
does not serve the purpose 
of road safety. In Nagaland, 
he pointed out that most 
of the road accident cases 
such as vehicle collisions get 
resolved ‘amicably’ between 
the owners of the vehicles. 
In some cases, where there 
is a mutual agreement, he 
said the damaged vehicles 

Dimapur, April 30 (EMN): A 
group of government teach-
ers –appointed as ad hoc 
employees since 2015 – has 
served the state government 
with May 11 deadline to reg-
ularise their employment.    

The ultimatum ad-
dressed to the advisor of 
School Education by the 
‘All Nagaland ad hoc teach-
ers group 2015’ was made 
available to the press on 
Monday. It stated that its 
members, 1166 teachers, 
have been working with 
‘utmost dedication’ for the 
past 8-9 years for a ‘meagre 
fixed salary’ of INR 6700 for 
primary school teachers 
and INR 8400 for graduate 
teachers.    

“...it is in full knowledge 
of the Education depart-
ment that we the ANATG 
members had fulfilled all 
the criteria’s, (sic) terms 
and conditions directed 
to us by taking required 
professional trainings, suit-
ability test conducted by the 
department on 20th May 
2017, gone through docu-
ment spot verification (sic) 
on 22nd May 2017 and got 
clearance from the P&AR 
department and awaiting 
cabinet approval.

“...despite our services 
being rendered for 8-9 years 
with the above mentioned 
fixed pay salary, some posts 
of teachers who were ap-
pointed after 1st July 2017 
were granted scale pay,” it 
stated. 

Therefore, it stated, the 
‘aggrieved 1166 teachers 
shall abstain from work and 
start exercising our funda-
mental rights in the form 
of protests and agitations’ 
if their demand were to go 
unfulfilled. 

Dimapur, April 30 (EMN): 
The political affairs commit-
tee (PAC) of the government 
of Nagaland has called for a 
meeting of all tribe hohos 
on May 11 ‘to discuss and 
deliberate’ matters concern-
ing the Naga political issue 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, April 30 (EMN): For 
quite some time now there has 
been a visible surge of energy 
in the workings of the Forum 
for Naga Reconciliation (FNR) – 
with the two public interactions 
it has had so far in Dimapur and 
Kohima coming as the latest 
indication of this surge of life in 
the FNR. 

In the process of engaging 
this renewed vigour, the FNR 
has also managed to strengthen 
hope among the Naga people – 
especially the youth, with whom 
it appears to have struck chord. 
The FNR has made no secret of 
its intention to involve the Naga 
youth in its journey.

In the Dimapur interaction, 
the convenor of the FNR, Rev. 
Dr. Wati Aier was blunt when 
addressing the youth. “Young 
people, you have the right to 
be frustrated. We don’t blame 
you. I think your frustration is a 
reflection of who we are in some 
ways. We have produced genera-
tion of men and women who are 
not confident, not competent 
and they don’t have a sense of 
belonging, a community. This 
is why we are saying let us build 
together. Let us work together.”

The confidence of Nagas 
as a special people will come 
only when there is a sense of 
belonging, he shared. However 
this ‘confidence’ must be in per-
spective, Aier said while pointing 
out that the ‘Meities, Assamese, 
Bengalis’ or other people are also 
‘special’. 

“Let us keep that in per-
spective and if there are some 
reporters here for (the Indian) 
intelligence department, please 
report it correctly. Yes reported 
it correctly as...verbatim. We 
are not trying to gather people 
here to say: ‘let us go and fight 
government of India and take 
up AK-47’. That’s not what we are 
saying this afternoon. 

“We are saying: ‘how can we 
coexist as people of common 
humanity. Indians are human 
beings, within India you have 
got Biharis, Gujaratis, Kanna-
das, Tamilians...Nagas are one 
of them. How can we coexist 
together?’” Aier said in Dimapur.

And as ever, he called for im-
agination. “The FNR has come 
up with a theme ‘Naga Day-
Nagas without borders’. What do 
we mean by that? We are trying 
to say: ‘well look, you guys gave 
us borders, fine; you guys gave us 

arbitrary borders which we did 
not want, you gave us right, fine’; 
but still we need to be creative, 
we need to have imagination. We 
don’t become a victim of other’s 
intention. 

“In other words, others have 
tried to force us and they are say-
ing that we will become victims; 
we are saying: ‘no, we cannot be-
come victims, we can transcend 
borders.’ That is to say Nagas 
without border means we have 
Nagas in Myanmar, Cachar Hills, 
two-three districts in Arunachal, 
Manipur...our identity cannot 
be created only by the borders. 
If our identity is an outcome of 
boundaries then we will have 
several identities.  We have only 
one identity and that is called 
Naga identity. Naga identity is 
a politically is a constructionist 
model. I think we have to give 
credit to AZ Phizo.”

According to him, Naga peo-
ple need not be ashamed of con-
structionism. “There is no coun-
try that is not a construction. So 
it is a construction. Just recently, 
Aimol is now a Naga tribe. Who 
are we to say that they are not? It 
is a constructionist view. So from 
an academic perspective, Nagas 
we go on in a construct. 

“This is why we prefer that 
we use the word not Ao tribe...
tribe is the word of the colonial 
tool. The colonial tool used to 
sort of undermine us. So the 
tribe came from the colonial 
powers and later on, it came 
about in the political language. 
Nagas are nations: Ao nation, 
Angami nation, Sumi nation, 
Lotha nation. Nations, we are 
not tribes. So we are collec-
tion of people of nations and 
this gives its rise to a common 
identity called the Nagas,” he 
explained. 

This way ‘Nagas can be Na-
gas’, Aier reasoned, and be sensi-
tive to politics – written national 
policies – at the same time. “We 
are without borders but there is 
a greater political policy which 
we cannot simply just dismiss 
with a flick of the finger. It is a 
technical issue. Let us be sensi-
tive of that as well. But Nagas will 
remain Nagas.” 

Another member ofs the 
FNR, Niketu Iralu echoed the 
sentiment in the Kohima inter-
action. “When we say that we are 
trying to become a people and 
a nation, our history will show 
that we are not against India or 
anti-India in saying that we are 

who we are. We are a people, 
no longer just several tribes. By 
fighting and sacrificing for that 
and making our position clear, 
we became a nation, although 
very young when compared to 
others.”

Iralu also underlined the 
FNR’s purpose. “The struggle of 
a people must be examined hon-
estly, correctly, and at regular 
times so that we are up to date 
in our response to a changing 
world. That is what FNR is doing. 

“If we examine ourselves at a 
human level, our human preju-
dices will come in, our incom-
pleteness of understanding will 
come in and we will start blam-
ing others – the easiest thing. 
And that destroys more than 
creates...When we reach out to 
different tribes, hopefully we 
will have individuals respond-
ing where they start to change 
where they need to change, 
otherwise we will go the same 
course where the Naga ship has 
come to a stop and in danger of 
sinking.”

‘Terrorist’ tag: Politics  
of language 
Responding to a question about 
the ‘terminology of armed 
groups and also naming of Naga 
national workers as ‘terrorists’, 
another FNR member, Dr. Rose-
mary Dzuvichu said that for the 
Nagas, any Naga political group 
is definitely a group fighting for 
the Naga cause even though 
there are different definitions 
‘from the other side’ for these 
groups. 

“Terminologies which the 
government of India uses on the 
Naga national workers (armed 
groups) such as ‘terrorists’ are 
not found in even more vio-
lent areas of India, therefore in 
the politics of language, it was 
something that the Nagas need 
to be concerned about, particu-
larly when talking about Naga 
reconciliation and forgiveness,” 
she said. 

Hey, it's International Workers' 
Day, buy a gift for mum and 

bring na.

Mirror Takes

would be repaired or ve-
hicles are replaced by the 
erring parties, and cases of 
injury are resolved mostly 
through the form of bearing 
the cost of treatment of the 
injured person. The official 
asserted that when erring 
drivers are not brought to 
book, they would not learn 
any lesson for their neg-
ligence, carelessness and 
rash driving. 

He lamented that unless 
on issues of claiming insur-
ance purposes, accident 
reports officially do not go 
the transport establishment 
and the services of the de-
partment’s technical per-
sons to ascertain the actual 
causes of accidents are not 
put to use. 

Chang said technical 
reports can be used to iden-
tify areas or stretches of 
roads where accidents are 
frequent or where accidents 
are more prone to happen 
and that way, improve-
ments on road technology 

can also be suggested. 
Pointing out that there 

has been a vast improve-
ment in vehicle technology 
and most of the accidents 
now are caused due to 
human error, the official 
expressed concern that it 
was as though the people 
have become non-reactive 
to accidents. He said many 
people drive without real-
ising that once they were 
on the wheels of a vehicle, 
they are responsible for 
their own lives, the lives 
of the passengers in that 
vehicle, for the hundreds 
of pedestrians they come 
across in the course of 
their journey, and also for 
the lives of the people in 
the vehicles they come 
across on the road.

Towards this, he said, 
the entire purpose of hav-
ing a Motor Vehicle Act and 
Rules, enforcement agen-
cies and road safety aware-
ness programmes gets de-
feated.

The official made an 
appeal to all who drive two-
wheelers to wear helmets 
while on the road, ensure 
that the pillion rider does 
the same; while also em-
phasizing the need for all to 
wear seatbelts when travel-
ling in a vehicle. He urged 
upon all present to take this 
message to others. 

The participants of the 
workshop included mem-
bers of All Nagaland Taxi 
Association (ANTA), city-
bus drivers and government 
drivers.

EAC Kohima, Chang-
sang Soted also exhorted 
the gathering on the im-
portance of road safety 
awareness during the pro-
gramme. Later, a technical 
session was held, where 
topics including ‘road signs, 
penalties etc.’ and ‘traffic 
management in Kohima 
town’ were explored by MVI 
L Engo Konyak and Dy. SP 
(Traffic) Kohima Philip Yan-
than respectively.

and the ongoing Indo-Naga talks. 
A press release from the PAC 

on Monday informed that this 
was decided during a meeting of 
the committee at the residential 
office of the chief minister at 
Kohima on April 30. No further 
details concerning the meeting 
were given.  

The committee has also ap-
pealed ‘to the abductors of Tular-
am and Kudal, who were picked 
up on April 22 from Tuensang 
district to immediately release 
the innocent persons’. “While the 
state's machineries are making 
all possible efforts to ensure safe 
return of the persons, the politi-
cal affairs committee issues this 
appeal on humanitarian ground 
so as to maintain peaceful atmos-
phere in the state.”  

Dimapur, April 30 (EMN): The 
Tobu area students’ union (TASU) 
has given the state’s department 
of Youth Resources and Sports 
till May 8 to explain its failure to 
complete the construction of a 
‘youth hall’ at Tobu town.

In an ultimatum addressed to 
the director of the department, 
the student body has stated that 
failure to comply with the dead-
line will compel the latter to 
‘impose indefinite closure of all 
the governmental offices in Tobu 
sub-division’.

It reminded that the union 
had served an ultimatum earlier. 
“However, no information was re-
ceived from either the contractor 
or implementing agency about 
the delay in completion of youth 
hall construction at Tobu HQ”.

~ Arien



2 STATE
Eastern Mirror  |  Dimapur, Tuesday, May 1, 2018

PWD minister inspects 
ongoing road works in Noklak 

Workshop to address violence 
against women and children

Wokha, Golaghat admns. agree to 
activate boarder peace committee

Mon’s planning board resolves to 
release LADP 2nd phase payment

GHS Burma Camp observes National Road Safety weekState level MCMC 
constituted for bye election

Phek unit endorses 
NSSATA’s demand

Finance dept. bids farewell to retiring officers

Health society organises programme to deliberate scheme 

Entrepreneurs Associates launch #FrontRunners

Tongpang Ozukum and H Haiying with PWD officials inspecting the ongoing black topping 
works in Noklak.

Students of GHS Burma Camp holding road safety awareness placards during the commemoration of National Road Safety week.

DC Wokha Manzir Jeelani Samoon addressing the coordination 
meeting at ADC office in Bhandari.

Retiring officers with the department officials during the farewell programme on April 30.

P Pohwang addressing the DPDB 
monthly emoting in the DC’s 
conference hall in Mon on April 30.

NStCB officials pose for lens during the inaugural session of branch managers’ conference in Dimapur.

Members of Entrepreneurs’ Associates and students during the launch of the #FrontRunners in Kohima.

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

ZBT 20.3 13.5 18.6 96 4.8
MON 28.4 18 19 81 25
TUENSANG 19 16.2 13.5 79 3.3
MKG 24.3 13.4 8.7 14 5.1
PHEK 25.2 13.6 15.9 87 1.2
KIPHIRE 25 15 17.4 87 NIL
SECHÜ ZUBZA 23 15 16.6 72 2.2

TSEMINYU 24.8 15.6 17.9 74 6
JALUKIE 22 19 20.2 100 5
MANGKOLEMBA 25.4 19.4 20 83 NIL
*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)
Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Free vaccination of livestock in Dimapur
The chief veterinary officer of Dimapur, Dr. B AlemLongchar 
has informed that the department Animal Husbandry &  
Veterinary will organize a free vaccination of all the livestock 
on account of Farmer’s Welfare Day on May 2 at Veterinary 
Hospital Dimapur, Burma Camp from 9 am onwards. Public 
and farmers are informed toavail the facilities.

Western Sumi Hoho convenes joint meeting
Western Sumi Hoho (WSH) has convened a joint meeting 
with its frontal organisations on May 5 at 10 am at WSH 
Hiyam, Chekiye. All the office bearers of Western Sumi frontal 
organisations are requested to attend positively.

Adhoc Teachers of Kohima to hold 
general meeting
The All Nagaland Adhoc Teacher’s Group (ANATG) 2015 of 
Kohima unit has informed that a general meeting will be held 
on May 2 at 12 noon at ANSTA Rest House in Kohima. All the 
unit members have been requested to attend the meeting 
positively.

MARCOFED board directors meet 
postponed
The managing director of MARCOFED Ltd., T Vikuto Zhimo has 
informed all the members that 102nd meeting of the Board of 
Directors scheduled to be held on May 4 has been postponed 
to May 25 at 11 am in the office chamber of the chairman 
in Dimapur.  Members are requested to attend the meeting.

ANSTA Peren unit convenes 
emergency meeting 
The all Nagaland School Teacher’s Association (ANSTA) Peren 
unit has convened an emergency general meeting on May 12 
at 11 am at Government High School Auditorium at Tening 
town. All the government schools under Peren district have 
been asked to send two teachers from respective schools. 

TSU students to observe Night 
Tuition Centre’s 25th anniv.
The Tsütuonuomia Students’ Union (TSU) of Kohima village 
will be observing its Night Tuition Centre silver jubilee on May 
1 at 5 pm at T. Khel Indoor Stadium. The union has extended its 
invitation to all its frontal organisations of the Khel, ex-office 
bearers of the union, centre teachers (past and present), 
students, parents, and well to be a part of the celebration. 
Jubilee theme, plans and actions will be jointly released by the 
presidents of the T. Khel frontal organizations on the occasion.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, April 30 (EMN): Minister 
for PWD, Tongpang Ozukum on April 
28 inspected the ongoing black top-
ping at Government Higher Second-
ary School and Noklak Circular Road. 

During inspection, the minister 
has instructed the department, 
contractors and workers to work 
according to the specifics of the 
government guidelines. He also 
requested the citizens to extended 
cooperation to the workers for fast 
and smooth functioning of develop-
mental activities.

According to DPRO, the minister 
was accompanied by advisor for Pris-
on, Printing & Stationary, H Haiying; 
ADC Noklak; executive engineer of 
highway Tuensang, PWD Tuensang, 
and PWD Noklak. 

D i m a p u r,  A p r i l  3 0 
(EMN): The Entrepre-
neurs Associates (EA) 
launched a programme 
called #FrontRunners, a 
work-study leadership 
programme spanning 
over two weeks.  The 

short-term course was 
initiated with the objec-
tive to enhance life skills, 
interact with individuals 
from different sectors, 
and motivate the leader 
within. 

A press release re-

ceived on Monday in-
formed that the pro-
gramme reached out to 
young result-awaiting 
class 10 and class 12 stu-
dents, who were at the 
threshold of their next 
academic milestone. A 

Dimapur, April 30 (EMN):  In 
response to the directive from 
the Ministry of Road Transport & 
Highway RT and Transport Com-
missioner, Govt. High School, 
Burma Camp observed National 
Road Safety week from April 23-30. 

An update from the school 
informed that during weeklong 
observation, students were taken 
out of the school campus and 
taught various safety guidelines. 
Variety of programmes related 

to road safety were organised to 
enlighten the students on road 
safety, driving rules and cautions. 
Educational banners, safety post-
ers, safety films, pocket guides 
and leaflets related to road safety 
were distributed to the public and 
students.

Students were also taught 
about traffic signals, crossing 
road, using of sidewalks, avoiding 
rushing while crossing and study-
ing safe in the moving vehicle.

Students were also made aware 
on how to conduct pre journey 
inspection, importance of wearing 
seat belt and helmet, maintaining 
speed limit, ill effects of driving 
under the influence of alcohol and 
other addiction substances. 

On the last day, the school 
organised a painting competition 
on the topic ‘Road safety’ for the 
students of class 10 to mark the 
success and end of the week long 
observation event.

Co-operative bank conducts first 
branch managers’ conference

Dimapur, April 30 (EMN): 
Office of  the Deputy 
Commissioner Mon, the 
State Resource Centre 
for Women (SRCW), and 
the Nagaland State Social 
Welfare Board (NSSWB) 
will be jointly organising 
a series of district level 
workshop and consulta-
tive meeting to address 
violence against women 
and children in Mon dis-
trict from May 2-4 in the 
DRDA conference hall, 
DC complex. Awareness 
of schemes with special 
reference to Beti Bachao 

Beti Padhao, Women-
Helpline-181 and Sakhi 
One Stop Centre will be 
created, a press release 
from the organisers in-
formed.

The deputy commis-
sioner of Mon, Thava-
seelan K has informed 
head of the district de-
partments, Police, village 
council representatives, 
DBs, NGOs, women or-
ganisations, churches, 
student and community 
leaders (KU, KNSK, KSU, 
KBBB), principals, and 
teachers to participate.

Dimapur, April 30 (EMN): The state level media certi-
fication and monitoring committee (MCMC) for con-
duct of bye election to Lok Sabha has been constituted 
with Chief Electoral Officer Abhijit Sinha as chairman; 
one observer appointed by the ECI, Director Informa-
tion & Public Relations Limawati Ao, Deputy Director 
AIR Shahu Patole, senior journalist and correspond-
ent of Times of India Xavier Rutsa as members; and 
Jt. Chief Electoral Officer Khegukha Sema as member 
secretary.

Update from DIPR stated that the committee shall 
perform two sets of functions: Deciding appeal from 
both district and Add I. CEO committees on certifica-
tion of advertisement as per the commission order 
No.509/75/2004/JS-i Dated 15th April 2004 and to ex-
amine all cases of paid news on appeal against the de-
cision of district MCMC or cases that they may take up 
suomotu, in which case it shall direct the concerned 
returning officers to issue notices to the candidates.

Dimapur, April 30 (EMN): The SSA Teachers (2010-
2013) under Phek district has extended full support to 
the decision of NSSATA central office.

In support of the three points ultimatum served to 
the state government by the central office, the unit in 
a press statement jointly appended by president and 
general secretary have informed all its members to be 
prepared for any action when called for. 

Dimapur, April 30 (EMN): The 
Nagaland State Co-operative Bank 
Limited has conducted an inau-
gural session of branch manager’s 
conference on April 27 at the bank’s 
head office in Dimapur. A press 
release informing about the event 
was received here from the bank 
establishment on Monday.

The vice chairman of the bank, 
Kekhwengulo Lea, in his address 
lauded the efforts of officials and 
employees of the bank for earning 
a profit of INR 860.63 lakh during 
the financial year 2017-18. Lea 
urged them to accept the challeng-

es for the financial year 2018-19 in 
which a profit of INR 1308 lakh was 
projected and earmarked under 
the Development Action Plan.

Lea termed the cooperative 
bank as a viable institution of the 
state, that catered to the financial 
needs of cooperative societies, 
farmers, government employees 
and the public. He however, as-
serted that in order to help the 
people the organization needs to 
be financially viable and therefore 
important that the officials should 
work with definite plan to elevate 
the financial stature of the bank. 

The vice chairman recalled the 
efforts of the managing director, 
Imtilemba Longkumer who will be 
retiring on June 30. He described 
Longkumer as one of the best 
directors of the bank, in which he 
has seamlessly led the bank to its 
present stature, where the profit 
base of the bank had enlarged 
along with other financial appa-
ratus of the bank. He added that 
the biggest contribution during 
Longkumer’s period was the trans-
formation from manual banking 
to modern day core banking at par 
with other banks.

D i m a p u r,  A p r i l  3 0 
(EMN): Wokha and Gola-
ghat administrations had 
a coordination meet-
ing at additional deputy 
commissioner office in 
Bhandari. 

According to DPRO 
report, the officials after 
deliberations on some 
boarder issues, decided 
to activate the boarder 
peace committee and will 
also conduct outreach 
programme, cultural ex-
change programme and 
sports to bring better un-
derstanding between the 
two states. 

The meeting was at-
tended by deputy com-
missioners and super-
intendents of Police of 
Wokha and Golaghat; 
additional deputy com-
missioner, and extra as-
sistant commissioner of 
Bhandari; sub-divisional 

officer (C), Ralan; SDPO; 
and sector commander 
(Sector C & D), Golaghat.

Talking about the 
construction of a neu-
tral force BOP at Chan-
dalashung-B (DAB sector 
-C), Golaghat DC is said 
to have assured to check 
harassment of Nagas and 
ensure safety for travel-
lers through Assam. 

B o t h  Wo k h a  a n d 
Golaghat ad ministra-
tions is stated to have 

agreed on ‘transpar-
ency in sharing of infor-
mation and cooperative 
mindset to solve the is-
sues within the BM level 
/ DC level without send-
ing them to the higher 
authorities.’ 

The meeting was at-
tended by DC and SP 
Wokha, and also DC and 
SP Golaghat, Sector com-
manders (Sector C & D).

Dimapur, April 30 (EMN): Finance 
department bade farewell to its 
retiring officers namely Chubaka-
tila Jamir, additional secretary and 
Kekhwezo Kepfo, joint secretary on 
April 30 on completion of 35 years of 
service. A press release received from 
the departed on Monday informed.

Speaking at the farewell pro-

gramme, V Kezo, OSD (general) said 
that it was a blessing for the two of-
ficers to be retiring in good health. 
He described Kekhwezo Kepfo as 
a very amenable to work with and 
an officer who had personal respect 
for each of his colleagues. Kezo also 
commented that Chubakatila Jamir 
was a sincere and hard working of-

Dimapur, April 30 (EMN): A one-day 
sensitisation programme for village 
councils and ASHA’s on ‘Ayushman 
Bharat Diwas,’ an innovative health 
programme, was conducted at the 
Paramedical Training Institute in 
Kohima on April 28. A press release 
from the Chief Medical Office on 
Monday informed that the pro-
gramme was organized by the Dis-
trict Health Society in Kohima.

The press note informed that 

the Government of India would be 
launching Pradhan Mantri National 
Health Protection Mission (PM 
NHPM) to provide protection to the 
poor, vulnerable and downtrodden 
families in rural and urban areas. 

The scheme will be based on 
entitlement. The entitlement of 
the beneficiary will be decided on 
the basis of family figure in Socio 
–Economic Caste Census (SECC) 
data. To make the scheme a success, 

the updates informed that it will 
be important to reach the targeted 
beneficiaries effectively and inform 
them about the scheme details and 
their entitlements.  Identification of 
eligible beneficiaries and additional 
information such as mobile phone 
number, ration card number, and 
family details will be captured dur-
ing Gram Swaraj Abhiyan’s sittings 
as initiated by the Government of 
India, it was informed.

Recommended dur-
ing the meeting included 
extension of Longkhoho 
School, Tangnyu; registra-
tion for Highland Meadow 
Society, Aboi, and creation 
of border magistrate at ITC 
Longwa. 

The board discussed is-
sues relating to non-release 
of 2nd phase payment un-
der LADP in nine constitu-
encies under Mon district. 
The house resolved to re-
lease payments for those 
works which is completed 
and verified by the com-
mittee.

Vice chairman DPDB, 
Thavaseelan K, who is also 
the deputy commissioner 
of Mon, requested all the 
members to cooperate for 
the successful conduct for 
the forth coming Lok Sabha 
bye election.

Activities of EE PWD 
(R&B) department, Mon 
division was presented 
by executive engineer, G 
Vikhepu Yeptho while ac-
tivities of DWO were given 
by Z Murie.

total of 8 students par-
ticipated in the program.

A  t w o - w e e k  p r o -
gramme involved class-
room sessions about 
various life skills, inter-
active story telling time 
on Naga history, and the 
opportunity to exper-
iment projects on the 
field. The participants 
were given an opportu-
nity to test their entrepre-
neurial mettle through 
individual and team sell-
ing activities.

The associates also 
organised a graduation 
programme for the stu-
dents to congratulate 
them on their success. All 
the students expressed 
enriching experience and 
hoped to take their learn-
ing forward. 

ficer. 
Secretary of the department, 

Kikheto Sema in his speech recalled 
his association with Kepfo who is 
stated to have a long inning of 30 
years in Finance department and 
lauded his commendable service. 
Sema appreciated Jamir positive atti-
tude towards work and her sincerity.  

Advisor Finance, RC Acharjee, 
also spoke on the occasion. He 
thanked the two retiring officers for 
their contributions to the depart-
ment and wished them well on their 
retirement.  

The retiring officers in their 
speeches thanked God and ex-
pressed gratitude to the department 
the staff for their cooperation and 
support during their service.

Dimapur, April 30 (EMN): 
Mon District Planning 
and Development Board 
(DPDB) monthly meeting 
was held on April 30  in the 
deputy commissioner’s  
conference hall. The meet-
ing was presided by advi-
sor for Fire & Emergency 
Services, SIRD, Relief & 
Rehabilitation P Pohwang. 
DPRO updated on Monday.

Addressing the meet-
ing, the advisor who is also 
the chairman of DPDB 
Mon, said that the gov-
ernment is committed to 
provide timely service de-
livery to the citizens and re-
quested all members to be 
regular and stay at station.
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‘English, construction, and carpentry feasible sectors’ 
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PB Acharya and NECU’s vice chancellor Prof. Dr. Darlando Khathing, 
during the regional seminar at Kohima Science College at Jotsoma in 
Kohima on April 30.

Dimapur traffic police personnel are seen handing out key chains, sweets, pamphlets etc to motorists in 
Dimapur on the culmination of the ‘Road safety week’ on April 30.

A differently-able person receiving a wheelchair during the assessment camp at the district hospital in 
Dimapur on April 30.

Section of 80 plus citizens attending the 13th foundation day of Friends of 80 plus in Kohima village on 
April 30. (Inset) Timikha Koza speaking on the occasion.

Friends of 80Plus honour the elderly

Road safety week culminates

NCSU Phek directs contractors

3156 differently-able treated in 
20 months but hurdles remain

Naga youths told to seek 
employment beyond govt.

STATE

large section of the Naga 
youths.

“We should not under-
estimate the Naga con-
struction workers. What 
is needed is they need to 
be skilled in a better way,” 
Doulo said. He was of the 
opinion that many Naga 
youths, of late, were get-
ting engaged in construc-
tion and carpentry works. 
The speaker has served as 
lecturer of economics at 
Baptist College. He high-
lighted the opportunities 
that can be availed by the 
youth by even becom-
ing a ‘folk song teacher’ 
not to mention even find 
employment as a driver. 
He also stressed on the 
possibilities of becoming 
fruit farmers and a Mit-
hun ‘farmer.’ He pointed 
out that skill development 
needs to evolve with the 
needs of the market and 
emerging gaps in skilled 
human resource.

Earlier, delivering the 
keynote address, Dr. I 
Anungla Aier, additional 
director of department 
of higher education, un-
derscored the need for a 

concerted effort from the 
community, government 
and the academia to part-
ner in meaningful ways to 
evolve workable strategies 
to deal with the complex 
and multi-layered issues 
of employability, job crea-
tion, livelihood, develop-
ment and environment 
concerns.

“Development needs 
continuous and relentless 
hard work, single-minded 
devotion, proper educa-
tion and above all, the 
right skill sets and dili-
gence of the concerned 
parties in an economy. 
We talk about sustainable 
development but without 
skill, manpower and ad-
equate training of human 
resources, it becomes only 
rhetoric,” Aier said add-
ing “For developing our 
society and economy in 
the right direction without 
harming the environment 
and to maximise the eco-
nomic dividend of our 
natural resources, we need 
to invest in skill develop-
ment of the workforce.”

With the right skill 
courses, Aier felt that the 

Dimapur, April 30 (EMN): 
Phek unit of the Nagaland 
Contractors and Suppli-
ers’ Union (NCSU) has 
directed all concerned 
contractors undertaking 
in the construction of 
two lane roads from Pfut-
sero to Phek and from 
O point to Zunheboto 
under SARDP to strictly 
follow the specification.

The unit press release 

issued by its president 
Kuzhosheyi Alex and the 
general Razou Lohe have 
specifically issued this 
directive to successful 
contractors, who were 
awarded works from 
NHIDCL. While discour-
aging those successful 
firms desirous of sublet-
ting the works, it stated 
that cases in such event 
should be brought to its 

knowledge. It added that 
those firms would be held 
accountable in the event 
of sub-standard works or 
incomplete works due 
to resultant subletting. 
Stating that it would not 
compromise on work-
manship, the unit has 
affirmed adhering to the 
prescribed specification. 
The unit has also dis-
couraged any form of 

demands from the con-
tractors and appeal to 
all parties or groups to 
refrain from any type of 
demands. 

In this regard, the unit 
has sought cooperation 
from all contractors as 
well as public/ NGOs/ 
groups so as to ensure 
quality workmanship and 
successful completion of 
the project. 

KG-2495

Kohima Bureau
Jotsoma, April 30 (EMN): 
The coordinator of local 
capacity building group 
the Entrepreneurs Associ-
ates Neichute Doulo has 
challenged the youths of 
Nagaland to seek employ-
ment beyond government 
sector jobs. Saying that 
the government sector 
was already at a point of 
saturation, Doulo advised 
the youths not to depend 
only on government jobs 
but look beyond to and by 
creating opportunities.

“Your opportunity may 
be beyond government 
jobs. So upgrade your skills 
in the field you are inter-
est at and face the chal-
lenges that comes your 
way,” Doulo said during 
an address to a regional 
seminar which was con-
ducted about the topic 
“Natural resources, skill 
manpower and develop-
ment of northeast.” The 
event was conducted on 
April 30 at the Kohima Sci-
ence College at Jotsoma, 
near Kohima.

Doulo emphasised on 
developing their English 
language skills. He called 
it an important area that 
Naga youths can exploit to 
find employment. Claim-
ing that the Naga peo-
ple have ‘good command 
over English language,’ he 
challenged the students 
to seize the opportunity 
as there was a demand for 
English teachers in many 
South East Asian countries 
such as Vietnam, South 
Korea, China, Japan, and 
Singapore.

Doulo, a recipient of 
Social Entrepreneur of the 
Year Award 2016, also em-
phasized on the construc-
tion sector as one area that 
would be able to employ a 

Naga youth, particularly 
the students, will have the 
ability to convert many 
of the natural resources 
which are lying dormant 
or underused or being 
wasted for want of value 
addition and marketability 
to be utilised productively.

She added saying “To 
overcome the challenge of 
getting skilled profession-
als, it is therefore, impor-
tant to generate manpow-
er with the right skill sets.”

“The education sec-
tor, especially the higher 
and technical education 
sector, needs to rethink 
the system and the gov-
ernment must take cog-
nizance of the crucial role 
it plays in generating skill 
manpower which is the 
need of the hour for all 
round development of the 
society,” Aier remarked.

“Skill based courses 
require funds. It does not 
make sense to encourage 
skill development courses 
without financial sup-
port,” she added.

“The Northeast is a re-
source rich region. As the 
corridor that connects 
South Asia with South-
East Asia, it houses a com-
plex of resources both in 
terms of the population 
composition, and the 
natural resources of the 
region. What is missing is 
the right skill sets to har-
ness it sustainably and 
viably and apply skilfully 
and scientifically to ensure 
development to take place 
in the rightful direction,” 
Aier asserted.

Nagaland state Gov-
ernor PB Acharya, and 
Prof. Dr. Darlando Khath-
ing, vice chancellor of the 
North East Christian Uni-
versity, among others, at-
tended the event. 

Kohima Bureau 
Kohima, April 30 (EMN): 
‘We love to address you as 
‘grandma’ and ‘grandpa’ 
and this we consider a 
blessed name above all. 
Though we are loved by 
many, the love and affec-
tion you showered on us 
is the greatest of all. It’s 
always a privilege for us to 
live as someone’s grand-
children. Your crown of 
grey hairs is what we love 
most. You are the bloom-
ing flowers of the village. 
Live well and let your aged 
life be a blessing to our 
village.’ 

This poignant ode was 
read out by a little girl, 
Lhousavino Solo, during 

the 13th foundation day 
of Friends of 80 Plus which 
was conducted held at 
Kohima Village Council’s 
hall in Kohima on April 30.

Friends of 80 Plus, is 
a non-profit voluntary 
organisation started in the 
year 2006 with the goal to 
‘reviving the culture of lis-
tening to and be guided by 
the wisdom of the elders.’ 
Sensing that the value of 
‘honouring’ and valuing 
the elderly was fading, 
the group was initiated 
by a group of likeminded 
people for citizens aged 80 
years and above of Kohima 
village. 

Attending the celebra-
tion as its special guest, 

the president of Tenyimia 
People’s Organisation, 
Timikha Koza, expressed 
happiness and encour-
agement to see the elderly 
citizens. As Naga tradition 
and culture bestows high-
est value and respect to 
elders, he said that it was 
because of their bless-
ings and prayers that the 
Nagapeople are ‘living in 
comfort’ today. 

Urging that the Naga 
people continue with the 
tradition of valuing the 
elderly and their wisdom, 
Koza maintained that the 
society still needs the guid-
ance and wisdom of the 
elderly. Appreciating the 
Friends of 80 plus for ‘up-

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, April 30 : To 
mark the culmination of 
the Road Safety Week, Di-
mapur traffic police per-
sonnel handed out key 
chains, pamphlets, calen-
dars and sweets to mo-
torists in Dimapur town 
on April 30 at the Purana 
Bazaar) and Holy Cross 
Higher Secondary School 
junction.

According to the ad-
ditional commissioner of 
police for traffic, Seyiesezo 
Peseyie, 4000 key chains, 
5000 sweets and 3000 
pamphlets and posters 
were handed out during 
the drive. The key chains 
were sponsored by Pro-
gressive Motors and Apex 
Motors (2000 each), and 
had safety tips written on 
them. Peseyie said that 
this year they introduced 
key chains as they would 
be used every day and be 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, April 30: The 
District Disability Reha-
bilitation Centre (DDRC) 
in Dimapur has claimed to 
have treated 3156 patients 
after the centre reopened 
on Aug. 1 2016. But there 
are needs that go beyond 
pacifying the needs of 
treatment—fulfilling their 
rights and providing for 
healthcare professionals 
are some of what requires 
to be addressed, a recent 
interaction has shown.

According to the 2011 
census of the Ministry of 
Social Justice and Empow-
erment, the population of 
persons with disabilities 
in Nagaland is 29,631. This 
breakup: 4150 visually im-
paired, 8940 deaf, 2294 

mute, 3828 person with 
mobility problems, 2, 245 
persons with psychologi-
cal  problems; 4838 (‘any 
other’), and 3336 person 
with multiple disabilities.

Dimapur’s  Deputy 
Commissioner Pankaj Ku-
mar Patel spoke during 
a medical camp, which 
was organised to assess 
patients, at the Dimapur 
hospital on Monday.  He 
said that there was more 
differently-able persons, 
especially in the rural ar-
eas, than the record shows. 

Patel, also the chair-
man of the DDRC, urged 
patients to obtain certifi-
cates stating the disability 
so that they would be able 
to secure benefits from 
schemes from the authori-

ties in concern.
In encouraging the 

differently-able the DC 
said they should ‘enjoy 
who they are’ and that they 
‘pursue whatever visions 
and passions they have, as 
the authority will support 
them along the way.’

Rajesh Das, a mem-
ber of the Artificial Limb 
Manufacturing Corpora-
tion (Alimco) of Kanpur 
said in his address that 
the corporation had given 
counselling to over one 
lakh patients. The compa-
ny is planning to organise 
similar assessment camps 
in the state if required. 

A differently-able per-
son said during the pro-
gramme that it is a right for 
the community of persons 

holding the traditional 
practice’ by honouring 
and extending help to the 
aged, he prayed for good 
health and long life of the 
elderly. 

There are currently 
about 167 elderly citizens 
from the four khels of Ko-
hima village. A minute of 
silence was observing as 
a tribute to 14 departed 
members.

Special gifts were pre-
sented to senior citizens; 
the gifts were sponsored by 
children of late Dr. Satuo 
and late Khrieü Sekhose.

The programme con-
cluded with a community 
feast hosted by the Kohima 
Village Youth Organisation 
and a medical check up by 
Naga Hospital.

Besides serving them 
in whatever possible 
way, the objectives of the 
Friends of 80 Plus also 
include documenting the 
stories and experiences 
of senior citizens, reach 
out to them in friendship 
and fellowship through 
monthly home visits, of-
fer medical assistance; 
give them psychological 
support to ‘enable them 
to retain their self-esteem 
and self-respect as elders 
of the community.’

a constant reminder of 
maintaining safety on the 
road.   

The ‘my traffic pledge’ 
pamphlets distributed to 
motorists and commuters 
included road safety tips 
such as obeying traffic 

rules, and wearing helmet, 
and reminders against 
driving after drinking etc.

During the past few 
years the traffic depart-
ment had been organis-
ing ‘reward occasions’ to 
motivate motorists and to 

spread road safety mes-
sages. Since its inception 
the Dimapur traffic de-
partment has also been 
taking up various devel-
opmental changes to im-
prove traffic regulation 
and system in the city. 

with disability to avail serv-
ices of rehabilitation cen-
tres. He said that the state 
government should assist 
them in meeting all the 
requirements and budget 
meant for them. 

The DDRC gave a re-
port of their work so far: 
issuance of disability cer-
tificates; conducting train-
ing programs in collabora-
tion with organisations 
representing persons with 
disability; health camps for 
the differently-able; open-
ing a library; disability as-
sessment and distribution 
camps. 

The centre has also 
requested the state gov-
ernment to provide them 
with a prosthetist and an 
orthotist to make artificial 
limbs, and an occupational 
therapist to treat people 
suffering from cerebral 
palsy, stroke etc.  

Mobility devices such 
as wheelchairs, walking 
sticks, hearing aids, and 
communication devices 
such as mobile phones 
were distrusted to the 
patients during the pro-
gramme at the hospital. 
Over 175 differently-able 
persons were registered for 
the day’s assessment camp.

The mobility camp was 
organised by the National 
Insurance Company Lim-
ited as part of its Corporate 
Social Responsibility pro-
gram in collaboration with 
the Alimco and DDRC.
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Dhubri (Assam), April 30 (PTI): 
A seven-year old girl and another 
woman, a mother of two, were alleg-
edly raped and killed in two separate 
incidents in Assam’s Dhubri district, 
police said today.

Both the incidents happened on 
Friday, they said.

In the alleged rape of the minor 
girl, a 19-year-old man of Naopara 
village under the jurisdiction of 
Raniganj police station has been 
arrested, and investigations are on.

After allegedly raping her, the 

man had killed and dumped her 
body in an agricultural field, the 
police said.

In the other incident, a middle-
aged woman was suspected to have 
been raped and killed in Bilasipara 
area in Dhubri district, police said.

Locals noticed the body in an 
agricultural field at Salkuchi Islamari 
and informed the police.

Later, the police recovered the 
mud smeared body of the deceased.

The woman’s family suspects 
that she was raped and then killed 

on Friday night.
Stating that the body was sent 

for post-mortem examination to 
Dhubri Civil Hospital, the police said 
investigations are on but none has 
been arrested so far.

District Superintendent of Police 
Longlit Terang visited both the areas 
to take stock of the situation. 

The incidents come close on the 
heels of the rape and killing of an 
11-year-old girl in Nagaon district in 
March which had led to widespread 
protests across the state. 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, April 30 (EMN): 
In a “cordon and surveil-
lance operations”, a com-
bined team of 25 Assam 
Rifles and Churachand-
pur district police arrest-
ed one individual along 
with three weapons on 
April 29, according to po-
lice sources.

On verification, the 
arrested individual identi-
fied himself as Lunmang 
Haokip alias Mark son 
of Thongsei Haokip of B 
Aijalon, Churachandpur 
and he confessed to have 
transported 3 arms which 
belonged to one Thangsei 
Haokip of B Aijalon from 
S Geltui village towards B 

Aijalon on the same day, 
said Superintendent of 
Police Rakesh Balwal of 
Churachandpur district 
in a press communiqué 
issued on April 30.  

From his instance the 
three weapons –one MA-3 
MK-11 Rifle, one GSG-5P 
Carbine and one M4-A2 
Carbine were recovered 
from his house, the com-
muniqué said. 

The hunt for the other 
accused are in full swing 
while the arrested ac-
cused person has been 
remanded into the police 
custody for 8 days. A case 
has also been registered 
under section 25(1-C) 
Arms Act, it added.

Agartala, April 30 (IANS): 
Tripura Chief  Minis-
ter Biplab Kumar Deb 
would join the senior and 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) leaders to campaign 
for the party ahead of the 
May 12 Karnataka as-
sembly elections, a party 
leader said on Monday.

“BJP President Amit 
Shah has asked almost 
all the Chief Ministers of 

BJP ruled states including 
Tripura to join the elec-
tion campaign in Karna-
taka,” the party leader 
said.

He  s a i d  t h a t  De b 
would leave here on Tues-
day for New Delhi and 
after completing his pre-
scheduled programme 
in the national capital, 
would move for Karna-
taka.

Guwahati, April 30 (PTI): Three Kuki 
Liberation Front (KLF) and one Karbi 
People Liberation Tigers (KPLT) cadres 
have been arrested along with arms and 
ammunition by security forces in East 
and West Karbi Anglong districts, an of-
ficial release said here today. A joint team 
of the Army and Assam Police launched 
two operations at multiple locations in 
the two districts from the night of April 28.

In one operations, three KLF cadres 
were held from East Karbi Anglong on 

April 29, the release said. Two .22 mm pis-
tols, one Taiwan made 12 bore pump ac-
tion gun, 20 live rounds of .22 mm pistols 
and 25 blank extortion letters were seized 
from them, Defence Public Relation Of-
ficer Lt Col P Khongsai said in the release.

In the other operation, one KPLT cad-
re was apprehended from Donkamokam, 
West Karbi Anglong on April 29, he added.

The KPLT cadre was reportedly in-
volved in extortion, recruitment and drug 
trafficking in West Karbi Anglong.

Guwahati, April 30 (PTI): 
The newly appointed Di-
rector General of Police 
(DGP) of Assam Kuladhar 
Saikia today said that the 
crime pattern in Assam is 
changing and there should 
be a research wing to study 
it. He said that he has plans 
to set up a research wing in 
the state. “The pattern of 
crimes in Assam is chang-
ing. I think we should have 

a research wing to study 
why this is happening,” he 
told a press conference.

Saikia, a 1985 batch IPS 
officer of Assam-Megha-
laya cadre, took over from 
Mukesh Sahay, who re-
tired today after serving the 
force for 34 years and lead-
ing it for two and half years.

Asked about his prior-
ity, Saikia said it would be 
crime against women and 

the increasing number of 
accidents on highways.

The police force would 
also work on to speed up 
the poor conviction rate of 
crimes, especially against 
women, and will train in-
vestigating officers.

The Assam police will 
also work to reduce HU-
man trafficking and con-
tinue counter insurgency 
operations, he added.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, April 30 (EMN): 
The total voters in Ma-
nipur as per the final 
electoral roll numbers to 
19,15,243. Out of which 
male electors numbers 
to 9,32,791 and female 
electors 9,82,452 and the 
number of newly regis-
tered electors are 21,500, 
according to Joint Chief 
Electoral Officer (Jt CEO) 
K Bono Singh of the state 
election department.

Speaking to media in 
Imphal on April 30 Mon-
day, Jt CEO Bono said that 
the special drive for un-
registered electors giving 
focus on registration of 

young electors between 
the age group of 18-21 
years were successfully 
carried out in the state on 
July 2017. 

During the special 
drive 9,582 were registered 
as new electors. Special 
drive through house to 
house visit by the booth 
level officers were car-
ried out from October 4 to 
December 15 2017 during 
which 26,572 electors were 
registered.

It is a matter of pride 
that the then, Chief elec-
toral officer of Manipur 
Vivek Kumar Dewangan 
and the then, SP Imphal 
East K Kabib won the Na-

tional Award for Best Elec-
toral Practices on SVEEP 
and for security manage-
ment during the 11th 
Manipur State Legislative 
Assembly Election, 2017 
respectively. 

Minister Radheshyam 
for conservation of water 
bodies-Manipur educa-
tion, labour & employ-
ment minister Thokchom 
Radheshyam said that 
the people of the state 
need to preserve and 
conserve the water bod-
ies. He stressed that water 
is one of the basic essen-
tials for human survival 
besides air, sunlight and 
food.

Minister Radheshyam 
was speaking as the chief 
guest at the prize distribu-
tion ceremony of a paint-
ing competition on the 
theme ‘Save Nambul’ in 
Imphal on Monday. The 
function was attended by 
Sekmai MLA Heikham 
Dingo Singh, Director Art 
& Culture Ngangom Ut-
tam Singh, Retd. IGP S 
Dinokumar Singh, senior 
citizens, students, and the 
guardians.

The Nambul River, he 
added has its own historic 
significance and the peo-
ple should render their 
responsibility to save the 
river.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, April 30 (EMN): The Karbi Stu-
dents’ Association (KSA), Diphu district 
committee conducted leadership, train-
ing cum extended meeting at KSA Central 
office conference hall on April 30 Monday.

The meeting was attended by its 
Central committee president Semion 
Rongphar and general secretary Thom-
son Rongpi and Adviser Laichan Engleng. 

During the meeting, Chesong In-

gti was unanimously appointed as the 
general secretary of Diphu district com-
mittee. 

During the meeting, the student body 
vehemently criticised Assam Finance 
minister Dr. Himanta Biswas Sarma for 
not speaking out and not giving keen im-
portance on the long standing demand of 
the hills district Article 244(A) of the India 
Constitution Autonomous state during 
his visit in Diphu on April 29. 

Tezpur(Assam), April 30 (PTI): A 
biopic of Subedar Joginder Singh, 
the hero of the 1962 Sino-Indian 
war who was conferred the Param 
Vir Chakra posthumously, was 
shown here in the presence of his 
family members and army GOC 
Gajaraj corps here.

The Punjabi war film ‘Subedar 
Joginder Singh’ has been produced 
by Saga music and released on 
April 6 this year. It has been di-
rected by Simerjit Singh who hails 
from Moga, the same region as 
Joginder Singh.

The film depicts the life of 
Joginder Singh and his battalion 
of 20 men who held their posi-
tion defying a 600-strong Chinese 
contingent in Tawang district of 
Arunachal Pradesh during the 
Sino-India war.

Gajaraj Corps GOC Lt Gen Gur-
pal Singh Sangha told the media 
after the screening last evening 
that the film is a “great honour” to 
Singh, who had made the supreme 
sacrifice.

“We are proud of him”, he said 
adding the film will be available in 
every frontier and area where In-
dian soldiers are deployed so that 
they can see their hero.

Sangha said, “We still have 
such type of soldiers (like Subedar 
Jogindar Singh) in every regiment, 
including in the border territory.

“The border today is very well 
maintained in every way com-
pared to what it was in 1962”, he 
said.

Subedar Jogindar Singh’s 
youngest daughter Kulwant Kaur, 
who was an infant when her father 
died, was present at the screening.

Later, speaking to reporters she 
said, “I am very happy to see the 
film and the untold story”.

Defence sources said Singh 
was born on September 28, 1921 
at Mahla Kalan village in Faridkot 
district of Punjab. He had enrolled 
in the army as a sepoy of the First 
Sikh Regiment on September 28, 
1936 and had served in the British 
Indian army at various places on 

the Burma Front and won many 
laurels.

After Independence, he served 
with the Sikh Regiments at Srina-
gar in 1948 when Pakistani tribals 
attacked Kashmir.

Singh was commanding a pla-
toon of 20 soldiers to form the 
guards of Indian Border Ridge and 
Twin Peaks, in then North East 
Frontier Agency (NEFA) and now 
Arunachal Pradesh, which the Chi-
nese were eyeing to capture from 
Indian forces, they said.

China could not get a hold of 
Tawang without capturing the stra-
tegic Twin Peaks because Indian 
soldiers stationed there could see 
every movement of the Chinese 
army miles away.

Therefore, it was certain the 
Chinese would make all effort to 
capture the IB Ridge and the Twin 
Peaks.

In the early hours of October 
23, 1962 the Chinese launched 
an offensive from three sides and 
the small force of Assam Riffles 

posted at Bum La couldn’t put up 
much resistance. Soon there was 
the offensive at IB Ridge, which 
was guarded by Subedar Joginder 
Singh with his men, the film docu-
mented.

As the Indian forces were run-
ning out of ammunition, Joginder 
Singh asked for more ammunition 
from the Company Headquarters 
but it was hard to supplement 
the troops as the Chinese were 
intercepting the communication 
network.

Coy Commander Lt Haripal 
Kaushik had asked Subedar Singh 
to retire to the Cy Headquarters but 
he assured that the enemy would 
not be allowed to get through the 
IB Ridge to the Twin Peaks.

Singh had led his troops and 
defended his post though heavily 
outnumbered by the enemy until 
he was wounded and killed that 
day.  He was posthumously con-
ferred the country’s highest mili-
tary gallantry award - the Param 
Vir Chakra.

Mirror Crossword 1805sud0ku 1645
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1804

ACROSS
1. A trick shot in billiards
6. Prong
10. Hermit or horseshoe are varieties 

of this
14. Man who coined the “Absolute 

power” phrase, Lord John 
Dalberg-_____

15. Unknown authorship
16. Mystical symbol
17. Stuffs
18. Control key
19. Largest continent
20. To this place, matter or document
22. Apollo 8 astronaut William ______ 

Anders
24. Orange pekoe and Earl Grey
25. Serpent-like monsters
26. Plant louse or greenflies
29. Pleads or implores
30. A joining of two sections
31. Reaping
37. Arabian gazelle
39. Toilet (British slang)
40. Command
41. Throbs or vibrations
44. Thomas ____ Edison
45. Stroller or baby carriage
46. Served as a Master of Ceremonies
48. Devices to force air into a forge
52. Chair
53. Rest
54. US diplomat William Averell 

________
58. Freezes
59. Foot digit
61. Scoop or force out
62. Pinnas
63. Rows a boat
64. Insert
65. Neuter
66. Victim
67. SSS
 
DOWN
1. Speed of sound

2. Unit of area
3. Celebrity
4. Occasionally
5. Followed
6. Diplomacies
7. To a point within
8. Neither ___
9. Make bigger
10. Golfer _____ Sandler
11. Actress Rene _____
12. Negatively charged ion
13. “Not worth a hill of _____”
21. Humorist Ogden ____ 

(1902-1971)

23. Lariat
25. Breed of reddish cattle
26. Right away
27. South American country
28. Ice pellets
29. Used to sweep
32. Also known as
33. Adhesive frictions
34. Inactive
35. Actress ____ Campbell
36. A graduate
38. Nomads of northernmost 

Europe 
42. Uppermost part of a tree

43. Fortune teller
47. Frances McDormand 

character in “Fargo”
48. Attempts
49. Recount briefly
50. Classical music theatre
51. Covered in green 

microscopic plants
52. Spunky
54. Not there
55. Rumple
56. US writer James ____
57. Meshes
60. Paddle

solutions to suD0ku 1644

Girl, woman raped and killed in 
2 separate incidents in Assam

AR apprehends 
man with weapons 

Tripura CM Biplab Kumar 
to campaign in Karnataka

Four militants held in Assam

Assam’s new DGP plans research 
wing to study crime pattern

19,15,243 voters registered in Manipur 

KSA holds leadership training 

Film on Subedar Joginder Singh shown to soldiers

News IN BrIef
Meghalaya DG gets 3-month 
extension
Shillong, April 30 (PTI): Meghalaya Director General 
of Police S B Singh was granted a three-month exten-
sion of service after his superannuation day today, 
officials said here. Singh, an 1986 batch IPS officer of 
Assam-Meghalaya cadre, was appointed the DG last 
year. “The Ministry of Home Affairs has conveyed 
the extension of his service today and it was faxed 
to the chief secretary,” a senior government official 
told PTI, requesting anonymity. The Meghalaya 
Democratic Alliance government in the state had 
sought extension of Singh’s service as the meeting for 
the State Security Commission was delayed, sources 
said. The State Security Commission decides on who 
will be the most fit from among the top five senior 
IPS officers to head the state police. The delay was 
caused as one of the judicial members declined to 
accept his membership at the last moment.

CRPF jawan kills self inside 
camp
Tezpur (Assam), April 30 (PTI): A CRPF jawan today 
allegedly committed suicide by shooting himself 
with his service rifle at the force’s Chariduar camp 
here in Assam’s Sonitpur district, police said. The 
jawan, identified as Pradeep Kumar Sen, shot him-
self with his AK-56 rifle at the camp this morning, 
Additional Superintendent of Police Numal Mahatta 
said. Preliminary investigations indicate it to be a 
case of suicide and why he has done this is being 
ascertained, he told PTI. The body of Sen, who hailed 
from South Tripura, was sent for post mortem ex-
amination at Kanaklata Civil Hospital here and was 
later handed over to the CRPF authorities, Mahatta 
added.

BJP-backed panel wins Tripura 
Bar Council polls
Agartala, April 30 (IANS): The ruling BJP and RSS-
backed lawyers’ panel on Monday won the Tripura 
Bar Council (TBC) election, securing nine seats 
in the 15-member Council, an official said. The 
Communist Party of India-Marxist (CPI-M)-backed 
lawyers won four seats while outgoing Council 
Chairman and Congress nominee Pijush Kanti 
Biswas and Independent candidate Purosattam Roy 
Barman were re-elected. Voting for the bar council 
election took place on February 28. Altogether 19 
lawyers contested the election and 853 of 1,000 
members of the lawyers’ body voted to form the new 
executive panel of the TBC, which has a three-year 
term. Congratulating the newly-elected pro-BJP 
members, Chief Minister Biplab Kumar Deb said: 
“One more step has been taken towards achieving a 
‘communist-mukt’ Tripura.” The outgoing Council 
was governed by a panel backed by the Congress 
and the CPI-M.
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Residents of Sematilla colony along with members of the DMC and Pro Rural pose for a group photograph during the household 
waste management training event on April 27.

HDFC Q4 profit jumps 
29% to INR 3,961 crore

NREGS controversy: 
Opp. leader says RD 
should furnish ‘facts’ 

Sensex soars to 3-mth high on 
earnings boost, banks, IT stocks rally

KSSATA extends 
support to NSSATA

AR recover liquor

DMC, youth group train 
citizens on waste management

pared to Rs 2,852 crore in 
the corresponding quar-
ter of the previous year, 
representing a growth of 
13 per cent.

HDFC’s gross non-
performing loans as on 
March 31, 2018 stood 
at Rs 4,019 crore. This is 
equivalent to 1.11 per 
cent of the loan portfolio. 

The non-performing 
loans of the individual 
portfolio stood at 0.64 per 
cent while that of the non-
individual portfolio stood 
at 2.18 per cent, it added.

Net interest margin 
for the year ended March 
31, 2018 was 4 per cent, it 
added.

HDFC’s total individ-
ual loan disbursements 
grew by 29 per cent dur-
ing the year ended March 
31, 2018. The average size 
of individual loans stood 
at Rs 26.4 lakh.

On an assets under 
management (AUM) ba-
sis, the growth in the in-
dividual loan book was 
18 per cent and the non-
individual loan book was 
17 per cent. 

The growth in the to-
tal loan book was 18 per 
cent.

As on March 31, 2018, 
individual loans comprise 
73 per cent of the AUM.

As on March 31, 2018, 
the loan book size stood 
at Rs 3,59,442 crore as 
against Rs 2,96,472 crore 
in the previous year.

Dimapur, April 30 (EMN): 
Jalukie battalion of the Assam 
Rifles, during checking of ve-
hicles, recovered huge quan-
tity of liquor from Kiyevi ‘B’ on 
April 26.

The troops recovered 139 
bottles of Mc Dowell rum, 96 
bottles of Mc Dowell whisky, 
48 bottles of Blenders Pride, 
492 can of Kingfisher beer 
worth INR 2 lakh from a Maruti 
Gypsy bearing registration no. 
NL07H 7174.

The Assam Rifles press re-
lease stated that the recovered 
items were handed over to 
Jalukie police station. 

into the container, with the 
powder added to it. They may 
continue with the procedure, 
the Pro Rural team explained. 

The water that is accumu-
lated from out of the waste in 
the container can then be used 
to water plants, clean drains, 

and kitchen sinks. The waste 
can then be used as garden 
manure, the residents were 
told.

New Delhi, April 30 (PTI): 
Mortgage lender HDFC 
today posted a 28.63 per 
cent rise in its consolidat-
ed net profit at Rs 3,961.17 
crore for the fourth quar-
ter ended March 2018. 

The company had a 
net profit of Rs 3,079.33 
crore in the January-
March quarter of 2016-17. 

Total income during 
the quarter grew 17.78 per 
cent to Rs 21,248.79 crore 
as against Rs 18,040.59 
crore in the year-ago pe-
riod, HDFC said in a regu-
latory filing. 

For the entire 2017-18 
fiscal, its net profit rose 47 
per cent to Rs 16,254.96 
crore from Rs 11,051.12 
crore in 2016-17. 

On standalone basis, 
HDFC posted a 39.23 per 
cent rise in net profit at 
Rs 2,846.22 crore in the 
reported quarter as com-
pared to Rs 2,044.2 crore 
in the year-ago period. 

Total standalone in-
come during the quarter 
grew 13.14 per cent to Rs 
9,633.89 crore as against 
Rs 8,514.51 crore in year-
ago three months.

Total income for the 
full fiscal 2017-18 grew to 
Rs 69,141.67 crore from Rs 
61,087.63 crore in 2016-
17.

HDFC in a statement 
said the net interest in-
come for the quarter end-
ed March 31, 2018 stood 
at Rs 3,211 crore com-

Dimapur, April 30 
(EMN): Leader of Oppo-
sition in the Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly 
TR Zeliang has issued a 
statement to stem the 
issue of ‘abnormal fund 
allocation’ from the Ma-
hatma Gandhi Nation-
al Rural Employment 
Guarantee Scheme. The 
former chief minister 
has stated that the de-
partment should furnish 
‘facts and figures’ and 
put ‘all doubts and con-
fusions’ to rest. 

The leader of opposi-
tion stated that the Naga 
People’s Front (NPF) has 
given sufficient clarifi-
cations in regard to the 
MNREGS fund allocation 
by the Rural Develop-
ment department. Ze-
liang felt that it should 
be the bounden duty of 
the department to come 
with clarification ‘if there 
was any shortcoming.’ 
He maintained that the 
NPF, as a responsible op-
position party, will con-
tinue to shoulder its duty 
in the interest of citizens, 
inside or outside the leg-
islative assembly.

The former chief 
minister lamented that 
the ‘attempt to silence 
the opposition by rop-
ing in one’s own village, 
clan or family would be 
the greatest political evil’ 
the state has experienced 
till date. Zeliang stated 
that the conflict, in the 
present context, was not 
between two people, or 
between two clans or 
villages or nongovern-
mental organisation but 
between the department 
in concern and the MN-
REGS beneficiaries. He 
reminded that the de-
partment should furnish 
tge ‘facts and figures’ and 
put all doubts and confu-
sions to rest.

While admitting ‘hu-
man tendency to commit 
mistakes,’ Zeliang stated 
to have failed to recollect 
any actions taken against 

Lhoubeilatuo Kire ‘based 
on hatred or enmity 
some 20 years back.’ He 
has demanded to know 
what the kind of allega-
tion levelled against Kire 
was when he was the 
Forest minister during 
1998-2003 as reflected in 
the statement of the ‘Kire 
clan’ appended by one 
president Dr. Kikrukuolie 
Kire and the general sec-
retary Vilavotuo Kire.

The opposition lead-
er stated that the nature 
of alleged action taken 
against the officer, who 
was a divisional forest of-
ficer (DFO) during that 
period of time, as stated 
in the statement, must 
be clearly spelled out ‘to 
avoid misperception and 
negative supposition.’ 
Zeliang clarified that he 
had never given any ad-
verse remarks, be it in the 
ACR or in file noting.

One thing though 
that Zeliang stated to re-
member was in regard 
to transfer and posting: 
on his personal request, 
L Kire was transferred 
from Peren to Dimapur 
with additional charge 
of Kohima division as 
DFO. Due to complaints 
from other officers that 
‘one officer should not 
hold dual charge of two 
districts since the de-
partment has sufficient 
officers, he was relieved 
of Dimapur division and 
retained as DFO for Ko-
hima.’ This was done 
following normal proce-
dure without any adverse 
remark or allegation 
raised, the clarifications 
stated.

Further stating that 
if L Kire had the impres-
sion that the move was 
an act ‘against’ him, 
Zeliang has asked the 
former to ‘come out with 
the kind of action or alle-
gation that was initiated 
against him’ so that the 
matter can be clarified 
individually or openly as 
might require. 

Mumbai, April 30 (PTI): Market continued its winning 
run for a third straight session, with the BSE bench-
mark Sensex rising 191 points to a near three-month 
high of 35,160, led by intense buying mainly in bank-
ing and IT stocks amid positive global cues and high 
optimism on corporate earnings.

Also, the broader NSE Nifty gained over 47 points 
to breach the psychological 10,700-level.

Market sentiment also got a boost after the Reserve 
Bank on Friday further liberalised external commer-
cial borrowing (ECB) policy by including more sectors 
in the window, in a bid to facilitate easy access to over-
seas funds by the India Inc.

A higher opening in European markets and posi-
tive Asian cues, following last week’s historic North-
South Korea summit, too fuelled optimism.

The gains on domestic bourses were led by finan-
cial and technology stocks as investors widened their 
exposure ahead of key corporate results.

“Market continued its winning streak led by posi-
tive global cues and RBI’s ease in rules for FPIs to in-
vest in bonds. PSU banks outperformed in expecta-
tion of stability in yield while volume growth in bond 
market will provide relief to rupee,” Vinod Nair, Head 
of Research, Geojit Financial Services Ltd, said.

Dimapur, April 30 (EMN): 
Nagaland Sarva Shiksha Ab-
hiyan Teachers’ Association 
(NSSATA), Kohima unit, has 
extended its full support to 
the three point ultimatum 
issued by the NSSATA. In a 
press release, the association 
has asked all its members to 
be mentally and physically 
prepared for any action as and 
when required.

Dimapur, April 30 (EMN): The 
Dimapur Municipal Council 
(DMC) and a local capacity 
building group, the Pro Rural 
group, conducted training on 
household-level composting, 
besides distributing materials 
for kitchen waste-composting, 
for residents of Sematilla colo-
ny in Dimapur. The materials 
were distributed in the colo-
ny’s council hall on April 27.

The DMC and Pro Rural, a 
youth led organisation in Di-
mapur, took steps to improv-
ing solid waste management 
in Dimapur. They demonstrat-
ed the use of waste handling 
materials during the event. 

Members of Pro Rural ex-
plained to the residents that 
biodegradable waste must 
be separated in a container 
that has been provided, after 
which they are to sprinkle a 
powder agent (also provided) 
and cover the container with 
a plank of wood to help retain 
moisture and heat.

Every few days the biode-
gradable waste can be poured 

Ford India bets big on 
‘Freestyle’ to boost sales, exports
Kolkata, April 30 (IANS): Ford India 
is betting big on the new compact 
utility vehicle, Freestyle, and also 
looking at new launches, locally 
developed products to boost sales, 
a company official said on Monday.

“We came out with Ford 
EcoSport back in 2012 and it hap-
pens to be in the mini-utility vehicle 
(segment). There was no car in the 
segment when we launched it.

“After this success, we have 
launched this compact utility ve-
hicle... we are betting big on that 
to boost domestic sales as well as 
exports,” said Antony Cherian Ku-
rian, General Manager, Centre of 
Excellence (Sales, Production and 
Capacity Planning System), Ford 
India. According to him, the com-
pact utility vehicle, which is the 
“potential area of development”, 
is in between the mini-utility and 
high-end hatchback cars segment.

“We are also working on locali-
sation of our products to make 
them more economical for mar-
kets,” he said, adding that two 
of its plants located at Chennai 
and at Sanad in Gujarat were 
not only catering to domestic 
market but also to overseas.

The carmaker exports its 
vehicles to Europe and some 
countries in North America, 
Middle East and Africa, he said.

Its combined domestic 
wholesales and exports in March 
recorded 27,580 vehicles from 

24,832 vehicles in the same month 
last year.

In March, domestic wholesales 
stood at 9,016 vehicles, up from 
8,700 vehicles in the same month 
last year. Exports in the past month 
grew to 18,564 vehicles from 16,132 
vehicles in March 2017.

Asked about plans for rolling out 
of facelift versions of its cars, Kurian 
said: “Some announcements could 
come by late this year or next year. 
In terms of (rolling out) facelift, we 
would be working on Aspire 
and Figo.

“Our strategy has 
been to come out 
with something 
new and 
we are 

working on innovation.”
In the first quarter (January-

March) of 2018, the combined 
domestic wholesale and exports 
grew by 17 per cent to 74,080 vehi-
cles compared to 63,117 in the first 
quarter of 2017.

Its combined domestic sales 
and exports in 2017 stood at 
262,784 vehi- cles compared 
to 238,098 units in 2016.



Bookworm
6

The contents of articles in this page do not necessarily reflect the Editorial view or policy of the paper.  

DIMAPUR, TUESDAY ,  MAY 1 ,  2018 

EastErn Mirror

Walking 
Together

The Forum for Naga Reconciliation (FNR) 
commemorated the historic day when the 
Naga Club gave its representation to the 

Simon Commission in 1929 to exclude the Naga 
inhabited areas from any impending settlement. 
With a newly christened name called the Naga 
Day, it was celebrated in Kohima on Jan 10, 2018. 
The theme of the Naga Day was ‘Nagas Without 
Borders’, which is self explanatory and also clearly 
indicates the intent of the FNR. The FNR’s renewed 
mission to reconcile all the Nagas and those resid-
ing in the Naga lands was clearly stated by the FNR 
members during the two days of open interaction 
programme that was held in Dimapur and in Ko-
hima recently. The current series of programmes 
that the FNR has launched and intends to contin-
ue, in its mission to reach out to the masses, is also 
aptly name as ‘Walking the Naga Day’. 

The FNR is right that reconciliation is beyond 
political settlement or popularly termed as the ‘so-
lution’. 

The FNR is right that reconciliation usually oc-
curs post settlement not when the conflict is still 
on and therefore more work is left for the FNR and 
those who are for reconciliation and healing, after 
the cessation of hostilities or after a settlement. 

The FNR is very clear against exclusivity and 
have gone on record to respect non-Nagas who 
have decided to be with the Nagas but those who 
might be more legitimate in their claim to some of 
the lands.  

Almost all ideas start with some abstraction 
that becomes concrete at some point only after 
implementation.  The time is now for the Civil So-
ciety to support such initiatives to make this idea 
into a reality. It is a concept that transcends the 
narrow divisions that is currently dragging the Na-
gas down. Such an initiative needs support from 
all. It is time to stop the finger pointing for once 
and instead provide the necessary impetus to the 
FNR. 

DAILY
PATH
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READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

E
very Human, as a Social Being, 
owes Responsibility to the 
Society he lives in. Part of this 
responsibility lies in looking 
out for the welfare of other 

members of our Society. This entails not 
only caring for the less fortunate among 
us, but also ensuring that the Customs 
and Laws which regulate the smooth 
running of Society are not broken. A 
Society that ceases to adhere to Laws 
and Regulations is a Society that has 
succumbed to Fear; fear of the Law-
breakers amidst us.

There was a time when the People 
of Nagaland, both Naga and Non-Naga, 
lived under the shadow of fear; fear of 
the Undergrounds and fear of the Indian 
Armed Forces. That was the time when 
the Nagaland Police was paralyzed; 
when playing cards or carom could 
get you a merciless beating from the 
Undergrounds; a routine frisking by 
the Armed Forces could turn ugly in an 
instant, if you happened to have anything 
even remotely considered suspicious; 
for instance, a magazine with an article 
on the N.S.C.N. That was the time when 
kidnappings, extortions and murder ran 
rampant in Nagaland.

How did things descended to that 

level? The answer is simple, “It is because, 
we, as a Society, did not speak out against 
small infringements of our rights that 
the Law-Breakers became emboldened 
to commit greater atrocities upon us.” 
Our attitude was, it did not affect us 
directly, it did not concern our village, it 
did not affect our tribe, and it was not our 
“Kitchen Matter.”

Well, the reality is that it is “Everything 
is Our Kitchen Matter.” You have your 
Personal Kitchen, your Family kitchen, 
your Village Kitchen and your Tribal 
Kitchen; but we have the Collective 
Kitchen called Nagaland. The Aroma or 
Stink from whatever you cook in your 
various Kitchens either Sweetens or Fouls 
up the air of Nagaland; so what you do in 
your Kitchen is your personal business, 
unless it happens to be Illegal, then it 
becomes everybody’s business.

I bring this up in the context of the 
kidnapped tanker driver, Tula Ram 
Bura Gohain and his helper, Adman 
Surin; who were kidnapped in Tuensang 
District. The recent past has seen a rise in 
kidnappings; this trend must be stopped 
before it becomes a way of life, once 
again, in Nagaland. The responsibility for 
their safety lies, not in the hands of the 
Administration or Police alone; but in the 

hands of every Person Living in Nagaland. 
We are the Citizens of Nagaland and it is 
Our Collective Responsibility to ensure 
that Nagaland is not polluted in any way. 
Today, it’s two Non-Nagas in Tuensang; 
tomorrow, it could be a Naga from your 
District, your Tribe, your Village or your 
Family.
The following steps must be taken:-

1. The Policy of our Underground 
Groups to accept all comers as 
recruits has led to them being 
viewed as a Refuge for all the Anti-
Social Elements in Nagaland. 
Therefore, every Underground 
Group must either categorically 
claim or deny responsibility for 
this crime. Furthermore, they must 
ensure that none of their Cadres are 
acting independently in the matter, 
if they are not to be suspect in this 
crime.

2. The E.N.P.O. must make assiduous 
inquiries of the Inhabitants in the 
Villages in and around the Area 
where the two were kidnapped. 
Every other Tribal Organisation 
must give their unstinted support to 
the E.N.P.O. in every way possible.

3. Every Person who hails from the 
Area of the Kidnapping must 

pressure those back home to 
help the Authorities in every way 
possible.

4. If the Authorities know of the 
involvement of any Organisation, it 
must be revealed so that the Public 
may bring Pressure to bear for the 
safe release of the two.

5. Until the whereabouts of Mr. 
G o h a i n  a n d  M r.  Su r i n  a r e 
discovered, Petroleum Dealers 
and Transporters, across Nagaland 
must stop functioning. We enjoy the 
Collective Benefits of Nagaland so 
we must feel the Collective Pinch 
of wrongdoing; only then will we 
realize that our Collective Benefits 
means that we owe a Collective 
Responsibility to Nagaland and all 
those who live and pass through it.

On a personal note, I have not fuelled 
my vehicle, nor do I intend to do so in the 
nearby Fuel Outlets in Assam, until this 
issue is resolved. This is not a time for fear 
or secrecy, but a time for every Person in 
Nagaland to do something to absolve the 
State of Nagaland from a COWARDLY, 
CRIMINAL ACT.

GOD SAVE NAGALAND

Kahuto Chishi Sumi

O
ff late, a new sense of 
belonging has found its root 
deep in the minds of the 
Government servants in the 
Government quarters. I call 

this ‘a self-centered sense of belonging’ 
because with transfer, all furniture (bed, 
chairs, tables and racks), electric bulbs 
and wires, curtains, etc., etc... disappear 
along with the person. Fortunate that the 
floor tiles, ground soil, roofs and walls are 
hard enough to be taken away. They love 
the house so much that all Government 
properties go along with them. It is the 
responsibility of the occupant to take 
good care of the houseas long as he/
she staysand take only what belongs to 
him/her at transfer. (Kindly take only 
your belongings. It is a sin to seize what 
does not belong to you). The person 
coming after him/her to occupy the 
house/office may not complain out of 
courtesy/respect. But silence can worsen 

the situation. The numerous silence of 
the past has made many people more 
vulnerable to this system of voracity. 
Sadly, the so called rich class people are 
more prone to this sickness. 

Those who involve in this type of silent 
illegal action need some introspection. 
(Am I doing what is not right and just? 
Can I allow the other person to do 
likewise with my land and property?) 
Such people make their homes a robber’s 
den; living with stolen goods. They 
nurture the family with tainted goods. 
Today, many Government properties 
become individual properties overnight. 
This practice certainly disturbs the good 
atmosphere of relationship between two 
or more souls. A dirty (disturb) wateris 
preferred to acrystal water. A strong 
tremor of individualism can eat away our 
commonality. 

I have seen a Government quarter 
where on transfer, even the tiny bamboo 

fence in front of the house was not spared. 
The electric wires and bulbs wereall 
removed. This made the old house look 
even older and shabbier. I am afraid the 
time will come when some of us may fall 
into the same line if we do not cultivate 
the sense of belonging (Know what 
belongs to you and others). Excessive 
possessiveness of one’s property only 
leads us to less respect for others and 
their property. We value our belongings 
and still spy on neighbor’s goods. How 
long can we linger on this one-sided life 
of self-centeredness? It will give birth 
tobigger wild eyes with smaller heart.  

Let us grow together responsibly 
and conscientiously. This will enable us 
to live along with others in the society. 
The interest of the larger society can also 
be our pasture. To live only for oneself 
all the time does not bear lasting fruits. 
Self-centered people are left behind in 
the community life. They may prosper 

and succeed but without the joy of living. 
They may stand tall in the society without 
any height of values in them. To live in 
peace with each other would also mean 
to respect others and their property. ‘A 
good fence makes a good neighbor’ but 
today many fences are erected beyond 
the demarcated boundary. The earth is so 
mute that it cannot teach you the lessons 
of justice and truth. All the same, do not 
be greedy for you will not live beyond a 
century. You just need a small portion of 
land to lie forever. I pray that you will not 
be buried inside the stolen grave.

May we belong to each other as 
brothers and sisters with respect and 
dignity. And let the short span of life 
that lies before us give true colour to 
our imperfections. This may strike our 
relationship with God and others in the 
best manner possible. God Bless us all.

Rev. Fr. G. L. Khing

I
f not the outcome of the Second 
World War, the Berlin Wall’s fall 
seemed to pave the way for 
democracy’s triumph -- but 
nearly three decades later, 

we may be forced to rethink this 
comforting thought. The recent growth 
of authoritarianism, emphasising 
“tradition” and conformity and 
villifying globalisation, immigration 
and dissent are pointers that fascism 
is certainly not in the “dustbin of 
history”. 

We have long thought that it 
was the 20th century which saw the 
global clash between democracy and 
fascism, where the latter was defeated. 
But, as we find in this book, this defeat 
was far from conclusive and fascism 
never ever really went away -- and 
certainly not far enough.

Fascism existed even in the 
traditional homelands of democracy, 
where it still could come out most 
unexpectedly -- as the Brexit vote and 
the election of Donald Trump shows, 
contends former US Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright in this book.

Asking why democracy “is under 
assault and in retreat” (as per Freedom 
House), why so many people in power 
are “seeking to undermine public 
confidence in elections, the courts, 
the media, and -- on the fundamental 
question of earth’s future -- science”, 
why differences are widening and, 
ultimately, why we are once again 
talking about Fascism, she gives an 
unequivocal answer -- the current US 
President. 

“One reason, frankly, is Donald 
Trump. If we think of fascism as a 
wound from the past that had almost 
healed, putting Trump in the White 
House was like ripping off the bandage 
and picking at the scab,” says the first 
woman to be Secretary of State -- and 
then seeks to make her case.

But this is far from just another 
anti-Trump rant, no matter how 
elegantly phrased, and not only 
focussed on him.

For in this a timely, informative 
and frankly worrying account and 
analysis, Albright travels from the 
original fascist, Benito Mussolini 

Collective Responsibility: No Time For Fear

A Tale of Government Quarters!

Fascism: Recognising The Beast And What It Feeds On 
Vikas Datta | IANS

God can be trusted in the light and in the dark.

Every May Day (May 1) in Oxford, England, an 
early morning crowd gathers to welcome spring. 
At 6:00, the Magdalen College Choir sings from 

the top of Magdalen Tower. Thousands wait in antici-
pation for the dark night to be broken by song and the 
ringing of bells.

Like the revelers, I often wait. I wait for answers to 
prayers or guidance from the Lord. Although I don’t 
know the exact time my wait will end, I’m learning to 
wait expectantly. In Psalm 130 the psalmist writes of 
being in deep distress facing a situation that feels like 
the blackest of nights. In the midst of his troubles, he 
chooses to trust God and stay alert like a guard on 
duty charged with announcing daybreak. “I wait for 
the Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning, 
more than watchmen wait for the morning” (v. 6).

The anticipation of God’s faithfulness breaking 
through the darkness gives the psalmist hope to en-
dure even in the midst of his suffering. Based on the 
promises of God found throughout Scripture, that 
hope allows him to keep waiting even though he has 
not yet seen the first rays of light.

Be encouraged if you are in the middle of a dark 
night. The dawn is coming—either in this life or in 
heaven! In the meantime, don’t give up hope but keep 
watching for the deliverance of the Lord. He will be 
faithful.

BIBLE READ:    PSALM 130:1–6  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

I wait for the Lord more than watchmen wait for 
the morning, more than watchmen wait for the 

morning. Psalm 130:6

Waiting in Anticipation

and his Nazi contemporary Adolf Hitler 
to Slobodan Milosevic’s Serbia; from the 
“Hermit Kingdom” of North Korea under 
the Kims and Hugo Chavez’s Venezuela, 
and from Russia in its Soviet phase under 
Stalin (and now under Vladimir Putin) to 
Recep Tayyep Erdogan’s Turkey and Viktor 
Orban’s Hungary.

However, she does not term all of these 
as fascist, but instead shows how some 
of their actions tend towards fascism and 
which ones may be misguided or wrong but 
aren’t fascist.

And Albright, who had suffered under 
fascism twice -- with one version engulfing 
her homeland and a large part of her 
family, and then another from the opposite 
direction made them refugees again -- also 
seeks to analyse fascism’s pathology, why 
we fail to recognise it, or most importantly, 
why a lot of us are persuaded by it.

Answering the second question first, 
she contends nothing beats fascism as the 
ultimate political pejorative -- used for any 
corporate bigwig by a leftist, for Barack 
Obama by those of the far-right, for strict 
parents by any rebellious teen, as well as 
for teachers, feminists, chauvinists, yoga 
instructors, police, dieters and many more.

However all this overuse is “draining 
potency from what should be a powerful 
term”, and hence blinding us to its ominous 
presence, she says.

Albright then goes on to identify what 
fascism is really and how to recognise its 
adherents. She delineates the tactics of 
its leadership, which span drawing on 
resentments to the desire to be part of 
a bigger, powerful whole, and how they 
consolidate power, chiefly by seeking 
to control information, to arrive at a 
definition of fascism and tracing its origins 
in the modern, industrialised world.

Along with the case studies mentioned 
above, including her own interactions with 
most of the contemporary figures listed 
here, she goes on to present an alarming 
set of futures for the US under Trump (and 
beyond), why people get disenchanted 
with democracy, the less than salutary role 
of social media and big business to make 
some incisive points about fascism and 
how we can -- and should -- tackle it. 

Albright says no country or society, 
no matter how much it prides itself on 
its democratic traditions, can remain 
immune, given the changing political and 
economic dynamics. 

We can only be prepared to recognise 
the warning signs and this shows how.
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A Moonlight with a Lighthouse, Coast of Tuscany (1789) by Joseph Wright of Derby. Courtesy Tate Britian, London

Tel Aviv has a reputation as a “non-stop city” but is also known for its local government’s use of smart technology to listen to and respond to residents’ needs and concerns.
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Christine Steinmetz | The Conversation

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Today’s planetary 
energies will be very demanding, Aries. As you 
agonize over whether or not you’re up to “stan-
dard,” the planets, in a very cheeky way, respond 

that you are not! That’s because you’re moving too quickly. 
The change in direction that you’re making at the moment 
is profound, yet you’re trying to take it lightly. Dare to slow 
down and go deeper.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You seem to want 
to become old and wise before your time, Tau-
rus. Today’s aspects will take you by the hand 
and lead you back into the heat of the action, ex-

periencing life in all its intensity. Yes, we know you’re really 
afraid of all this. But if you don’t get back into action, you’ll 
stay alone in your little corner. The world needs you. Don’t 
stay at home!

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): There is some prob-
ability that you’ll want to escape from reality today, 
Gemini. You aren’t anxious to face a situation that 
demands that you commit yourself. Is this be-

cause you’re afraid that you lack the ability to assume this 
new responsibility? This is an honest-to-goodness chance 
to fulfill your dreams of success. There can be no question 
of evading it! Get busy!

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You face a day of some 
conflict, Cancer. Nevertheless, the discord will prove 
quite useful. This is probably one of the best opportu-
nities in recent weeks to become aware of some fam-

ily matters. These matters may have been occurring behind your 
back for some time now. News about a bit of past personal history 
could surprise you, and perhaps even upset you for a short time.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): If you admit you’ve made a 
mistake, people are more likely to forgive you. You 
have a confrontational day ahead, Leo. There’s no 
doubt that you’re in a stationary position concern-

ing your career. That may be crimping your style somewhat, 
financially speaking, but you’ll make better progress if you 
assume your responsibility and see your mistakes. However, 
don’t be too critical of yourself! It’s all part of the learning pro-
cess.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You may have been wish-
ing for some recognition and appreciation lately. Per-
haps you had your eye on a promotion at work. The 
day ahead will show you which path will be the most 

productive. In order to succeed, Virgo, you have to plan everything 
carefully and focus on one goal. You should be sure you have 
support for that goal. There’s a long, hard climb ahead, but you’re 
bound to make it!

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22):  If you happen to be train-
ing for a new trade, learning a new technique, or 
perhaps you’re being evaluated after an internship 
period, you can expect these pursuits to conclude 

on a high note. You may have been somewhat afraid that those 
in authority would frown upon your originality, Libra. On the 
contrary, it seems the people in charge appreciate it more than 
you know.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):  Although you might 
find the day ahead somewhat stressful, it’s a key day 
in your professional evolution. Since you’ve lacked 
inspiration lately, you must not miss the opportu-

nity you’ll be presented with today. You could find out about an 
internship in a new field, which may lead to a new passion or 
commitment. Expect to see a new wish for the future forming 
within you, Scorpio!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21):  Today the ce-
lestial energy will be trying to teach you something, 
Sagittarius, specifically, how to share with others. 
But first you must get to a place where you truly want 

to share something of yourself. Have you examined your ten-
dency to run away? You seem to be afraid that they’ll overwhelm 
you or that you’ll owe them something. This isn’t the case, Sag-
ittarius. Why not give other people a chance to get to know you?

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Today’s energy 
will be making you think only about your relation-
ships, Capricorn. It isn’t easy to have relationships 
with others, as you may have noticed. The respec-

tive demands of each one in a relationship can be difficult to un-
derstand. Moreover, the demands of others can obscure your 
path or cause you to detour from it. Consider that the less we 
ask for in a relationship, the more flexible and deeper it becomes!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Some of your de-
mons may come back to haunt you today, Aquarius. 
You could find yourself battling some of those same 
old doubts and insecurities that you thought you’d 

left behind. Your desire for a higher standard of living will have 
you preoccupied with money concerns in the middle of the day. 
These concerns will pass, so take a deep breath and try not to 
worry too much.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20):  It might seem like you 
no longer completely believe in what you’re doing, Pi-
sces, perhaps because you’ve been going a little too 
quickly in your quest to get what you need. It’s very 

possible that your social life has slowed down a lot now - just 
when you decided to go full speed in this domain. Surprising 
what the astral energy can do, isn’t it? Don’t get upset. You can’t 
do a thing about it.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Jim Kozubek | Aeon

Enlightenment Rationality Is Not Enough: We Need A New Romanticism

How Does a City Get To Be ‘Smart’? This Is How Tel Aviv Did It

N
euroscience was part of the dinner conver-
sation in my family, often a prerequisite for 
truth. Want to talk about art? Not without 
neuroscience. Interested in justice? You 
can’t judge someone’s sanity without pars-

ing scans of the brain. But though science helps us re-
fine our thinking, we’re hindered by its limits: outside 
of mathematics, after all, no view of reality can achieve 
absolute certainty. Progress creates the illusion that we 
are moving toward deeper knowledge when, in fact, im-
perfect theories constantly lead us astray.

The conflict is relevant in this age of anti-science, 
with far-Right activists questioning climate change, 
evolution and other current finds. In his book Enlight-
enment Now (2018), Steven Pinker describes a second 
assault on science from within mainstream scholarship 
and the arts. But is that really bad? Nineteenth-century 
Romanticism was the first movement to take on the En-
lightenment – and we still see its effects in such areas as 
environmentalism, asceticism and the ethical exercise 
of conscience.

In our new era of Enlightenment, we need Roman-
ticism again. In his speech ‘Politics and Conscience’ 
(1984), the Czech dissident Václav Havel, discussing 
factories and smokestacks on the horizon, explained 
just why: ‘People thought they could explain and con-
quer nature – yet … they destroyed it and disinherited 
themselves from it.’ Havel was not against industry, he 
was just for labour relations and protection of the envi-
ronment.

The issues persist. From use of GMO seeds and aqua-
culture to assert control over the food chain to military 
strategies for gene-engineering bioweapons, power is 
asserted though patents and financial control over basic 
aspects of life. The French philosopher Michel Foucault 
in The Will to Knowledge (1976) referred to such ad-
vancements as ‘techniques for achieving the subjuga-
tion of bodies and the control of populations’. With win-
ners and losers in the new arena, it only makes sense 
that some folks are going to push back.

We are now on the verge of a new revolution in con-
trol over life through the gene-editing tool Crispr-Cas9, 
which has given us the ability to tinker with the colour 
of butterfly wings and alter the heritable genetic code of 
humans. In this uncharted territory, where ethical issues 

are rife, we can get blindsided by sinking too much of 
our faith into science, and losing our sense of humanity 
or belief in human rights.

Science should inform values such as vaccine and 
climate policy, but it must not determine all values. For 
instance, life scientists are pricing new drugs as high as 
the market will allow: a gene therapy to restore vision for 
$850,000; the first genetically engineered immune sys-
tem T-cell to fight cancer for $475,000, eight times the 
median income in the United States despite manufac-
turing cost estimates of $25,000. Medicine or extortion? 
Humanitarians, not scientists, must decide.

With science becoming a brutal game of market 
forces and patent controls, the skeptics and Romantics 
among us must weigh in, and we already are. In one 
study that provides free genome sequencing for new-
borns, only 7 per cent of parents wanted to take part, 
suggesting that the public is cautious about how data 
might be abused by insurers, business and government. 

Pinker’s solution to the distortion is investing science 
with secular humanism, an elastic concept of goodness 
that plies against financial pressures. But can we depend 
on technologists for such a benevolent spirit? Right now, 
in biotech, only the market rules. Modern-day Roman-
tics have a right to be concerned about the motives of 
scientists, if not of science itself.

The energising force of Romanticism is that it pro-
motes humanity against the forward progress of science 
and the rise of scientism – the broad, commercial, facile 
manipulation of science beyond anything that evidence 
allows. Romantic artists, who accepted our decentral-
ised position in the universe of Galileo, painted people 
small against expansive backdrops of nature – the sheer 
expanse emphasising a tension between science as an 
organising principle and the inexplicable mysteries of 
the natural world. According to the science historian 
Steven Shapin at Harvard University, our modern fasci-
nation with science derives from unease with this ten-

S
mart cities, digital cities, vir-
tual cities, connected cities. 
Are these just trendy buz-
zwords? Perhaps. But these 
types of cities are supported 

by infrastructure that is more than 
bricks and mortar.

These cities are smart (thought-
ful, people-centric), digital (driven by 
data acquisition, measured, analysed 
and sometimes exchanged) and vir-
tual (experiential). And, as a result, 
they are connected, creating more 
potential interactions between peo-
ple and their place.

Tel Aviv is one of these cities. Un-
doubtedly the 2009 book Start-Up 
Nation: The Story of Israel’s Economic 
Miracle contributed to its reputation 
as a “non-stop city” with innovation 
clusters teeming with companies at 
the cutting edge of technology.

However, Tel Aviv’s standing is not 
only built on commercial success — it 
has an internationally recognised lo-
cal government. Winning first place in 
the 2014 World Smart City Awards not 
only boosted its profile on the inter-
national stage, but Tel Avivians, well, 
they actually have positive things to 
say about their local government.

A city that decided to change
This was not always the case. Mu-
nicipal leaders had to do something 
to change how the community per-
ceived them.

In 2011, the municipality organ-
ised focus groups with residents, 
heard their complaints and listened 
to what they said they needed. The 
municipality realised it needed to 
change the way it engaged with citi-
zens. A cultural shift was needed, an 
internal one, to deliver an intelligent 
and active municipality.

Tel Aviv, like Detroit, is an urban 
laboratory; a test-bed for city projects 

that combine public and private ef-
forts, startups and university centres. 
As Israel’s leading business centre, its 
main priorities are supporting high-
tech companies and startups. Located 
in a geopolitically contentious region, 
challenges faced by Tel Aviv residents 
over the years have also driven a new 
wave of urban administration — em-
phasising transparency, trust and lo-
cal government led by residents.

A key smart city initiative is the 
DigiTel Residents Club. DigiTel card 
holders have access to a personal-
ised web and mobile platform that 
provides residents with individually 
tailored, location-specific services 
delivered via email, text messages 
and personal resident accounts.

It’s the brainchild of Zohar Sha-
ron, chief knowledge officer of Tel 
Aviv Municipality. In a recent inter-
view, he told me: “As a result of what 
we learned from the focus groups 
and unique knowledge-manage-
ment processes in the municipality, 
we now have over 200 municipal-
ity staff from different departments, 
called knowledge champions, who 
feed data into the DigiTel platform.”

Daily updates inform residents 
about: road closures in their area, 
registering for school, local events, 
development or heritage conserva-
tion proposals requiring feedback, 
community greening initiatives, re-
cycling, and invitations to public 
surveys. The card also gives residents 
access to discounted rentals of beach 
equipment, theatre and movie tick-
ets, car-share rentals, and a variety of 
other services.

DigiTel isn’t just one-way commu-
nication. Users tell the municipality 
what is happening in their area. They 
can feed back information about, for 
example, broken city signage or play-
ground fixtures needing attention.

sion – or perhaps the sense that, since nothing much 
matters anymore, at least science must. ‘Resurgent sci-
entism,’ he wrote in 2015, ‘is less an effective solution 
to problems posed by the relationship between is and 
ought than a symptom of the malaise accompanying 
their separation.’

The industrialisation of the 20th century put an end 
to Romanticism, but with its passing we risk losing a 
power of introspection, and indeed of personal con-
science and responsibility. The tension that typified Ro-
manticism – that nature exists beyond the dominion of 
human reason – requires active contemplation and con-
science. Evolution is true, and science meaningful, but 
glib or mercenary extrapolations of what science shows 
put us all at risk.

All the way back in 1817, the poet John Keats called 
this ‘negative capability’: the capacity to sustain uncer-
tainty and a sense of doubt. In his lecture ‘The Will to Be-
lieve’ (1896), the psychologist William James complained 
that ‘scientific absolutists pretend to regulate our lives’, 
and explained in his dissenting opinion that ‘Science has 
organised this nervousness into a regular technique, her 
so-called method of verification; and she has fallen so 
deeply in love with this method that one may even say 
she has ceased to care for truth by itself at all.’

The tension persists. The biggest tug-of-war is not 
between science and religious institutional power, but 
rather between the primal connection to nature and sci-
entific institutional power. There are many who say that 
Romanticism is dead. But the tensions between Roman-
ticism and the soldiers of the original Enlightenment are 
rising up again. We are undergoing a cultural reawaken-
ing – a sort of Romantic revivalism – as scientific enquiry 
fails to fully construct a complete picture of nature, as 
theories of everything continue to fail, and as science is 
exploited into dystopian realities – such fraught areas as 
neo-eugenics through gene engineering and unequal 
access to drugs and medical care.

Precisely because scientific institutional authority 
has become a paradigm, it must have a counterculture.

Edited by Pam Weintraub. 
Jim Kozubek is a science writer and computational 

biologist based in Cambridge, Massachusetts. His writ-
ing has appeared in The Atlantic, Time and Scientific 

American, among others. His latest book is Modern 
Prometheus: Editing the Human Genome with Crispr-

Cas9 (2016).

The municipality sees the com-
munity members as having “wis-
dom”: they are the most informed 
about what is happening in their lo-
cal area.

Since starting as a pilot in 2013 
the DigiTel Residents Club has spread 
citywide. It has almost 200,000 regis-
tered users (who must be aged 13 or 
older) – over 60% of the eligible pop-
ulation.

Sharon says:
We must understand that when 
we are talking about ‘smart cities’ 
we must think first about the city’s 
residents and how we can use smart 

tools to improve their quality of life. 
The local municipality must adopt a 
citizens-centric approach and deliver 
by push-tailored information and 
services to citizens, implementing a 
holistic approach, breaking silos and 
thinking about citizens’ actual needs.

Today, because of our practice, we 
can see a tremendous change in the 
participation of residents in various 
community activities, greater involve-
ment in city life and greater satisfac-
tion from Tel Aviv municipal services.

The platform has expanded to 
include Digi-Dog for dog owners and 
Digi-Tuf (tuf meaning young children 
in Hebrew) for parents of children up 

to the age of three.
In India, Thane – one of the cities 

included in the Smart City Mission 
announced by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi in 2015 – has launched Dig-
iThane, with help from Sharon.

What can other cities learn  
from this?
To be a smart city is to know your 
people, know what they want, and 
know what they need. And you know 
what they need because they told 
you.

Many councils throughout Aus-
tralia are under pressure to have a 
smart city strategy. Perhaps the way 

to become smart is to start small. 
This may not require reinventing the 
wheel, but really just sitting down 
and listening to what people need 
and figuring out how to deliver in the 
most economical and sustainable 
way.

As Sharon says:
We didn’t create the technology — it 
was already being used by the com-
mercial sector — we just adapted the 
technology to make it work for the 
public sector.

Christine Steinmetz is a Senior Lec-
turer in Built Environment, UNSW
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Lalu cries political conspiracy 
after shifted out from AIIMS 

Rahul, Maya slam BJP after caste 
marked on chests of MP police aspirants

On day one, J&K Dy. CM says Kathua rape and murder case was a ‘small thing’Two Hizb. militants, civilian killed in Kashmir AAP appoints 
new leaders of 
opposition in MCDs

Hasina urges India, others to help resolve Rohingya crisis

Fresh plea in SC against polygamy, nikah halala Four youths arrested 
in Bihar for 
molesting girl after 
video goes viral 

400 policemen will be killed for shooting 40 Maoists, warns ex-journalist

PTI

RJD Chief Lalu Prasad Yadav after being discharged from AIIMS arrives at New Delhi Railway station in 
New Delhi, on Monday. 

PTI

A policeman walks past the site where an encounter between 
security forces and militants took place at Drabgam in Pulwama 
District of South Kashmir on Monday.

PTI

Jammu & Kashmir Governor NN Vohra and Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti with Deputy Chief Minister 
Kavinder Gupta pose for a group photograph with the newly appointed minister after a reshuffle in 
Jammu on Monday. 

New Delhi , Apr i l  30 
(IANS): Convicted RJD 
chief Lalu Prasad was 
on Monday shifted to a 
Ranchi hospital for follow-
up treatment -- after he 
met Congress chief Rahul 
Gandhi at AIIMS where 
he was undergoing treat-
ment for heart and kidney 
related ailments.

The decision by AIIMS 
authorities sparked off an 
angry reaction from Lalu 
Prasad, who asked doctors 
not to endanger his life 
under political pressure.

Talking to reporters 
after being discharged, the 
RJD leader said shifting 
him back to the Ranchi 
hospital was a conspiracy 
so that his health would 
deteriorate further. “I am 
being shifted to a place 
where there are no facili-
ties. It is a tough time, but 
I will face it.”

But AIIMS spokesper-
son B.N. Acharya said the 
decision was taken follow-
ing the recommendation 
of a medical board con-
stituted for his treatment 
who found significant im-
provement in his health.

“Lalu Prasad was re-
ferred from Ranchi medi-
cal college to AIIMS for 
management of his acute 
medical condition. He has 
improved significantly 
and as per advise of the 

Dhaka, April 30 (IANS): 
Bangladeshi Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina on Mon-
day urged India, China, 
Russia and Japan to pro-
vide major support to its 
efforts to resolve the Ro-
hingya crisis.

“We expect India, 
China, Russia and Japan 
to play major roles in re-
solving the crisis,” Hasina 
said in a meeting with the 
UN Security Council del-
egation led by its current 
President Gustavo Meza-
Cuadra.

She called on the inter-
national community to put 
pressure on Myanmar over 
the Rohingya issue and 
spoke of meeting repre-
sentatives of India, China, 
Thailand, Laos and other 

countries neighbouring 
Myanmar on the crisis, 
bdnews24.com reported.

Myanmar should move 
forward with the repatria-
tion of the refugees accord-
ing to its agreements with 
Bangladesh, said Hasina.

Over 1.15 million regis-
tered Rohingyas have been 
residing in the southeast-
ern part of Bangladesh, 
known as the Cox’s Bazar 
region, after they fled My-
anmar’s Rakhine to escape 
a military crackdown on 
their villages in August.

The Rohingya refugees 
alleged that the Myanmar 
military engaged in kill-
ings, rape and the burning 
of their villages. The UN 
described the military’s ac-
tions as “ethnic cleansing”.

Myanmar, facing inter-
national pressure, came to 
an agreement with Bang-
ladesh on repatriation in 
December. However, the 
repatriation process is yet 
to begin. The UNSC dele-
gation came to Bangladesh 
to inspect the Rohingya 
refugee camps and hear 
the refugee accounts.

The US representative 
to the Security Council, 
Kelly Currie, said Hasina 
had set “new humanitar-
ian standards for the in-
ternational community 
by giving refuge to the Ro-
hingyas”.

Chinese and Russian 
representatives to the Se-
curity Council said their 
countries would expand 
their support in resolving 

the crisis.
Indian High Com-

missioner to Bangladesh, 
Harsh Vardhan Shringla, 
earlier called “the Rohingya 
influx from Myanmar to 
Bangladesh a serious com-
mon security challenge for 
the entire region”. Hasina’s 
press aide Ihsanul Karim 
said “the Prime Minister 
does not want conflict and 
is looking for a peaceful 
resolution to the crisis”.

The Prime Minister also 
expressed concern for the 
Rohingyas in view of the 
coming monsoons and 
ordered new homes to be 
built for them on a nearby 
island called Bhasan Char, 
according to an official in 
Bangladesh’s Ministry of 
Information.

New Delhi, April 30 (PTI): 
A woman, who along with 
her three minor kids were 
thrown out of the mat-
rimonial home after her 
husband re-married, has 
moved the Supreme Court 
seeking to declare the 
practices of polygamy and 
‘nikah halala’ among Mus-
lims as unconstitutional.

While polygamy al-
lows a Muslim man to 
have four wives, ‘nikah 
halala’ deals with the 
process in which a Mus-
lim woman, who wants 
to re-marry her husband 
after divorce, has to first 
marry another person 
and get a divorce from 
him after the consum-
mation.

The fresh plea as-
sumes significance as the 
apex court, on March 26, 
has already referred to a 
five-judge constitution 
bench a batch of petitions 
challenging the consti-
tutional validity of po-
lygamy and ‘nikah halala’ 
among the Muslims.

Rani alias Sabnam, in 
her petition filed through 
lawyer and BJP leader 
Ashwini Kumar Upad-
hyay, referred to the se-
quence of events in her 
life and said she had mar-
ried one Muzammil on 

February 8, 2010 as per 
the Shariayat rites and 
was blessed with two sons 
and a daughter. She said 
her parents spent about 
Rs five lakh, including 
gold and silver ornaments 
as dowry, in her marriage. 

The woman, who is 
currently living with her 
children at the home of 
in-laws in Bulandshahr 
town of Uttar Pradesh 
after neighbours came 
forward in their support, 
has moved the top court 
for declaring these prac-
tices as unconstitutional.

The said practices 
which certainly comes 
within the domain of per-
sonal law cannot be im-
mune from judicial review 
under the constitution,” 
it said.

The plea, which may 
come up for hearing dur-
ing the week before a 
bench headed by Chief 
Justice Dipak Misra, said 
that “extra-judicial talaq” 
amounted to cruelty and 
be made an offence under 
section 498A (subjecting 
a married woman to cru-
elty) of the IPC. 

It also sought that the 
practice of ‘nikah halala’ 
be considered as the of-
fence of rape under the 
IPC. 

The top court had 
on April 23 directed the 
Centre to respond to a 
separate plea seeking to 
declare the provisions 
of Muslim Personal Law 
(Shariat) validating the 
practice of polygamy and 
‘nikah halala’ as uncon-
stitutional.  It had also 
ordered tagging of the 
petition, filed by Lucknow 
resident Naish Hasan on 
the same issue.

Hasan, in the petition 
also filed through Upad-
hyay, had said the pivotal 
issue that needed to be 
answered was whether 
under a secular Constitu-
tion, women, merely by 
virtue of their religious 
identity, can be relegated 
to a status significantly 
more vulnerable than 
their counterparts pro-
fessing other faiths.

The apex court had on 
March 26 referred a batch of 
pleas challenging the prac-
tice of polygamy and others 
to the constitution bench.

The bench had con-
sidered the submission 
that an earlier five-judge 
constitution bench, in 
its 2017 verdict, had kept 
open the issue of polyg-
amy and ‘nikah halala’ 
while quashing triple ta-
laq.

medical board constitut-
ed for his treatment, he 
is being referred back to 
Ranchi medical college 
for management of his 
chronic issues. He is cur-
rently stable and is fit to 
travel,” Acharya said in a 
statement.

The former Bihar Chief 
Minister, who was admit-
ted to AIIMS on March 29, 
wrote in a letter to AIIMS 
Director Randeep Guleria: 
“If I am sent from AIIMS to 
Ranchi medical college, in 

case of any danger to my 
life, sole responsibility will 
be on you all.

“Doctors are a reflec-
tion of god. They should 
not take any decision un-
der pressure from any in-
dividual or political party. 
Their first duty is towards 
complete recovery of the 
patient’s health. Till the 
time I am fully healthy, I 
should be kept here for 
treatment,” he added.

Earlier in the day, Ra-
hul Gandhi called on Lalu 

Prasad at AIIMS and had 
a half hour meeting with 
him. A medical team of six 
doctors from departments 
of surgery, cardiology, 
nephrology and neurol-
ogy had been overseeing 
Lalu Prasad’s treatment at 
AIIMS.

In his letter, the former 
Bihar Chief Minister said 
he was brought to AIIMS 
for better treatment of 
heart disease, kidney in-
fection, sugar and other 
ailments and he was yet 

to fully recover. He said he 
had backache, frequent 
dizziness and had fallen 
in the bathroom several 
times.

Lalu Prasad said com-
prehensive treatment for 
kidney-related diseases 
was not available at the 
Birsa Munda Jail, Ranchi, 
and the Ranchi Medi-
cal College and Hospital, 
Ranchi (the old name of 
RIMS).  “Every citizen has 
the fundamental right to 
get full treatment as per his 
satisfaction,” he said.

“I don’t know under 
which agency or politi-
cal pressure the sudden 
decision to shift me from 
here is being taken,” he 
said, and added that it 
would take 16 hours by 
train to travel from Delhi 
to Ranchi.

He was admitted to 
the Rajendra Institute of 
Medical Science (RIMS) 
on March 17 following 
complaints of uneasiness 
when he was lodged at the 
Birsa Munda Jail where he 
is serving a jail term since 
December 23, 2017 in con-
nection with the fodder 
scam. He has been con-
victed in four fodder scam 
cases since 2013 -- the lat-
est being the Dumka treas-
ury case in which a special 
CBI court sentenced him 
to 14 years in jail.

New Delhi/Lucknow, April 
30 (PTI): The incident of 
police aspirants in BJP-
ruled Madhya Pradesh 
having caste categories 
written on their bare chests 
sparked condemnation 
today from the chiefs of 
the Congress and the BSP 
who alleged this reflected 
the “casteist attitude” of the 
saffron party.

The Sharad Pawar-led 
NCP also asked the Prime 
Minister’s Office(PMO) to 
probe the incident, calling 
it “shameful”.

While Congress Pres-
ident Rahul Gandhi ac-
cused the BJP government 
of “knifing” the nation’s 
heart with its “casteist at-
titude”, BSP chief Mayawati 
alleged that the “criminal 
act” is the new and fresh 
example of BJP govern-
ments’ “new found love” 
for Dalits for their political 
gains, 

An inquiry has been 
ordered by police after 
photographs in various 
newspapers showed aspir-
ants with “SC” (Scheduled 
Caste), “ST” (Scheduled 
Tribe) and “G” (General) 
marked with sketch pens 
on their chests as they 
queued up for their medi-
cal examination in Dhar 
district yesterday, trigger-
ing a controversy.

Dhar Superintendent 
of Police Virendra Singh 
yesterday told PTI he had 

ordered an inquiry by a 
deputy SP rank officer.

Singh had said those 
conducting the medical 
examination process had 
told police that the mark-
ings were made to tell apart 
candidates belonging to 
different categories as the 
physical requirements for 
each of these categories 
were different. 

Taking to Twitter, Gan-
dhi put out a picture of two 
youths with the words SC’ 
and ‘ST’ written on their 
chests respectively.

Slamming the BJP 
over the issue, Gandhi 
tweeted, BJP government’s 
casteist attitude has knifed 
the heart of the country. 
By writing SC/ST on the 
chest of youths in Mad-
hya Pradesh, they have at-
tacked the country’s Con-
stitution.

T h i s  i s  B J P / R S S 
t h o u g h t .  T h i s  s a m e 
thought sometimes ties 
a vessel around the neck 
of Dalits, or a broom on 
their bodies, and stops 
them from entering a 
temple. We will defeat 
this thought, he tweeted 
in Hindi.

Gandhi, however, did 
not specify if he was refer-
ring to the BJP-led govern-
ment at the Centre or the 
BJP government in Mad-
hya Pradesh.

Elections to the Mad-
hya Pradesh Assembly are 

due later this year.
Lashing out at the 

BJP, BSP chief Mayawati 
claimed the incident was 
just a fresh example of the 
saffron party’s new found 
love for Dalits.

Mayawati also ques-
tioned the “silence” of top 
leaders including the prime 
minister on the issue.

The BSP chief, in her 
statement, asked why top 
BJP leaders had not con-
demned the incident.

“Does it suit the BJP 
and company, and the 
prime minister himself, to 
remain silent, (and) not to 
condemn such a casteist 
incident,” she asked.

Mayawati demanded 
that the officials respon-
sible for the incident be 
punished while the Centre 
needed to issue strict or-
ders to check recurrence of 
such incidents anywhere in 
the country.

Calling the Dhar inci-
dent a “criminal act”, Maya-
wati said it was because of 
the casteist and spiteful 
attitude towards the Dalits, 
Tribals and backwards that 
they were forced to convert 
as the Una case in Gujarat 
had shown.

The BJP needs to realise 
that besides self-respect, 
Dalits are also vigilant to-
wards their interests and 
will never fall into the trap 
of anyone’s allurements, 
she said.

Jammu, April 30 (PTI): 
Barely hours after he took 
oath as the Deputy Chief 
Minister of Jammu and 
Kashmir, Kavinder Gupta 
triggered a controversy 
today by terming the 
Kathua rape and murder 
case, which had led to 
nation-wide outrage, as 
a “small” happening that 
was hyped. 

It (Kathua rape and 
murder) was a small 
thing. We have to think 
over it so that such inci-
dents are not repeated,” 
Gupta told reporters here.

He was replying to 

questions on whether the 
ruling coalition was under 
pressure in the Kathua 
rape and murder case.

“Such challenges are 
faced by the government. 
It shouldn’t have been 
given all this hype,” Gupta 
said.

He added that there 
was need to ensure justice 
to the victim.

“We need to get the girl 
justice. These are some of 
the biggest challenges 
before the government 
today. I think the case 
was not a . we have given 
undue importance to this 

case, I feel, he added.
The matter was delib-

erately hyped, Gupta add-
ed. The case is in court, 
which will decide on it, 
he said

An eight-year-old girl 
was alleged raped and 
brutally killed in a village 
in Kathua district. There 
was outrage and protests 
across the country over 
the crime. 

“There are various 
issues and bigger ones 
(confronting J&K). They 
need to be resolved. we 
should not confined to it 
(Kathua case),” he added.

Patna, April 30 (PTI): 
Four youths, including a 
minor, were arrested in 
Bihar’s Jehanabad district 
in connection with the 
alleged molestation of a 
girl, after a video of the 
incident went viral on 
social media, a top police 
official said here today.

“A motorcycle was 
spotted in the clip. Its 
number was noted down 
and with its help the po-
lice got the vital clue that 
the incident had taken 
place in Jehanabad,” he 
said.

An FIR was lodged at 
Town Police Station of 
Jehanabad yesterday un-
der relevant sections of 
the Indian Penal Code 
and the POCSO Act by 
Additional Sub Inspector 
S S Singh. 

T h e  m o t o r c y c l e , 
whose owner was ab-
sconding, was seized, he 
said.

The mobile phone, on 
which the video had been 
shot, was been recovered 
from Amar Kumar, the 
IGP said.

Gadchiroli (Maharashtra), April 30 
(IANS): Security forces in Mahar-
ashtra went in a tizzy on Monday 
following apprehensions expressed 
on Facebook that “400 cops will be 
killed for shooting 40 Maoists” in the 
biggest anti-Maoist security opera-
tion here last week that left 40 ultras, 
many of them women, dead.

The post has been made by Pune-
based journalist-turned-social work-
er, Raosaheb Dokhe, who has raised 
questions on the Maoists gunned 
down in two separate gun battles 
with police in deep jungles of the 
district on April 22 and 23.

Contacted for reactions, an of-
ficial of Gadchiroli police said that 
they have taken “serious note of the 

posts” and passed it onto the IT Cell 
for further investigations.

“We shall find out the anteced-
ents of the person who has issued 
these open challenges to the police 
and government in such objection-
able posts... and take appropriate 
action,” the official, who declined to 
be identified, told IANS. In his post, 
Dokhe asks: “Were they all Maoists? 
How many policemen were killed? It 
means they were not real Maoists.” 

“40 Comrades have been killed 
by the government in the Fake En-
counter (staged gunfight). This will be 
definitely avenged - Blood for Blood - 
400 cops for 40 (Maoists) killed,” said 
the post put up on Sunday evening.

It also challenged the government 

of Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis 
and said: “Wait for sometime - Your 
future is not good,” before signing off 
with a “Lal Salam”.

A day earlier on April 28, Dokhe 
had urged: “Let us kill all those police, 
who killed our comrades brutally.”

Contacted for his comments, 
the 51-year Dokhe said he is an 
“unarmed person” and his post was 
merely reflecting an ideology in the 
wake of what has happened in Gad-
chiroli.

“Does the post say I will do any-
thing? What has happened is wrong... 
I have expressed apprehensions that 
more wrongs will take place in future. 
How can I be blamed?” Dokhe told 
IANS.

Srinagar, April 30 (PTI): 
Two Hizbul Mujahideen 
m i l i t a n t s,  i n c l u d i n g 
Sameer Ahmed Bhat alias 
‘Sameer Tiger’, were today 
gunned down and a civil-
ian killed in an encounter 
in south Kashmir’s Pul-
wama district, police said. 

Two armymen also suf-
fered bullet injuries in the 
encounter that took place 
in Pulwama’s Drabgam 
area, police officials said.

Acting on an intelli-
gence tip-off that militants 
were holed up inside a 
house, a joint team of per-
sonnel from the Army, the 
state police’s special task 
force and the CRPF cor-
doned off the area.

As the search operation 
closed in on the house, se-
curity personnel received a 
barrage of bullets in which 
the two armymen were 
injured, officials said. 

The civilian was killed 
when security forces were 
trying to chase away a 
stone pelting mob, they 
said. 

Civilians wanted to 
throng the encounter site 
so that the militants could 
run away, an official said.

New Delhi, April 30 (IANS): 
Delhi’s ruling AAP on Mon-
day announced the ap-
pointment of new leaders 
of opposition in the Munic-
ipal Corporations of Delhi 
(MCDs) which are ruled by 
the Bhartiya Janta Party.

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
spokesperson Dilip Pandey 
told a media conference 
that AAP’s Anil Lakra who 
won MCD elections from 
Mundka ward, Praveen 
Kumar Rajput from Sita-
puri, and Kuldeep Kumar 
from Kalyanpuri will be 
the leaders of opposition 
of North, South and East 
MCDs respectively.

He said that after the 
MCD elections in April last 
year, AAP winners “were 
promised that everybody 
will get a chance to take 
up this responsibility and 
enhance their leadership 
qualities.”“Not that those 
holding the positions ear-
lier did’t do a good job. Go-
ing by our promise to keep 
rotating, we have taken this 
decision.”

Referring to last gener-
al elections and the state 
polls, Gupta said BJP had 
won three parliamen-
tary seats in J&K and 25 
seats in Assembly polls. 
We should do better than 
that, he added.

Gupta, who is a three-
time Jammu mayor be-
tween 2005 and 2010, 
contested the Assembly 
polls for the first time 
from Gandhinagar con-
stituency in 2014 and 
won. 

He was appointed as 
Speaker of the Jammu 
and Kashmir Assembly 
in 2015.

As the Speaker of the 
J&K Assembly, Gupta 
courted controversy by 
claiming that Rohingyas 
who settled near the Sun-
juwan Army camp were 
involved in the terror at-
tack carried out in Febru-
ary this year.

Gupta, state BJP chief 
Sat Paul Sharma and six 
others were today sworn 
in as ministers in the 
state’s PDP-BJP govern-
ment led by Mehbooba 
Mufti.

The major shake-up 
of the council of ministers 
followed BJP ministers 
Lal Singh and Chander 
Prakash Ganga resigning 
from the cabinet earlier 
this month after they were 
criticised for taking part in 
a rally in support of those 
accused in the Kathua 
rape and murder case.

Around noon, security 
personnel, who were fight-
ing stone pelting from the 
civilians, fired at heavily at 
the house, thereby creating 
an explosion, officials said. 

About an hour later, 
the first militant, identi-
fied as Aaquib Mushtaq, 
was killed. He was a local 
resident belonging to Pul-
wama’s Rajpora area. 

A r o u n d  2 . 1 5  p m , 
Sameer Tiger, who is al-
leged to have carried out 
several political and civil-
ian killings in the Pulwama 

area, was gunned down, 
the officials added. 

One of the injured is 
a Major-rank officer, who 
has hit by a bullet in the 
arm. Both the injured sol-
diers were evacuated to 
the Army’s 92 base hospi-
tal for treatment, the of-
ficials said. The civilian 
killed in the clashes was 
identified as Shahid Ah-
mad Dar, they said, add-
ing that the circumstances 
in which the 25-year-old 
youth was killed are being 
ascertained.



Kabul, April 30 (PTI/AFP): Ten 
journalists including Agence 
France-Presse’s chief photogra-
pher in Kabul, Shah Marai, were 
among dozens killed in multiple 
attacks across Afghanistan to-
day, in the deadliest day for the 
country’s media since 2001. 

Two suicide blasts in Kabul 
killed 25 people including Marai 
along with at least eight other 
journalists, in what Reporters 
Without Borders said was the 
most lethal single attack on 
the media since the fall of the 
Taliban.

The attack, claimed by the 
Islamic State group, was con-
demned internationally by 
groups including the United Na-
tions and the European Union, 
and spurred an outpouring of 
grief among Afghan journalists, 
many of whom took to Twitter 
to post tributes to colleagues and 
friends. Kabul police spokes-
man Hashmat Stanikzai said the 
second explosion came minutes 
after the first and targeted re-
porters at the scene.

“The bomber disguised him-
self as a journalist and detonated 
himself among the crowd,” he 
said.

The interior ministry con-
firmed the number of deaths 
and said 49 people had been 
wounded amid fears the toll 
could rise.

Later Monday the BBC con-
firmed that one of its reporters, 
29-year-old Ahmad Shah, was 
killed in a separate attack in 
eastern Khost province, near the 
border with Pakistan. The broad-
caster did not immediately give 
further details.

In a third attack 11 chil-
dren were killed and 16 people 
wounded, including foreign and 
Afghan security force members, 
when a suicide attacker explod-
ed his bomb-laden car near a 
convoy in the southern province 
of Kandahar, officials said.

There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility for that 
attack, which brought the total 
number of people killed across 
the country to 37.

Journalists from Radio Free 
Europe and Afghan broadcast-
ers Tolo News and 1TV, as well as 
others, were among those killed 
in Kabul, Reporters Without 
Borders said.

“This tragedy reminds us 
of the danger that our teams 
continually face on the ground 
and the essential role journalists 
play for democracy,” said Fabrice 
Fries, CEO of AFP.

Marai -- who was buried later 
Monday -- joined AFP as a driver 
in 1996, the year the Taliban 
seized power, and began taking 
pictures on the side, covering 
stories including the US invasion 
in 2001.

In 2002 he became a full-time 
photo stringer, rising through 
the ranks to become chief pho-
tographer in the bureau.

His versatility and easy ca-
maraderie was demonstrated in 
a message moments before the 
second attack, in which he reas-
sured an AFP video colleague 
who was stuck in traffic and 
could not reach the scene.

“No worry man, I am here,” 
he said by WhatsApp, adding 
that he was shooting video in 
addition to taking photos.

He leaves behind six chil-
dren, including a newborn 
daughter.

“This is a devastating blow 
for the brave staff of our close-
knit Kabul bureau and the en-
tire agency,” said AFP Global 
News Director Michele Leridon, 
describing him as a “treasured 
colleague”.

“We can only honour the 
extraordinary strength, cour-
age, and generosity of a pho-
tographer who covered often 
traumatic, horrific events with 
sensitivity and consummate 

professionalism,” Leridon said.
“We also send our condo-

lences to the families of other 
journalists killed in this terrible 
attack.”  IS, which has dramati-
cally stepped up its attacks in 
Kabul in recent months, claimed 
responsibility via its propaganda 
agency Amaq.

The attacks come days after 
the Taliban began their spring 
offensive in an apparent rejec-
tion of calls for the militants to 
take up the Afghan government’s 
offer of peace talks.

Reporters Without Borders 
said that since 2016 it has record-
ed the killings of 34 journalists 
in Afghanistan, which it ranks at 
118 out of 180 countries on the 
Press Freedom Index.

Prior to Monday’s blasts, the 
deadliest attack on the media in 
recent years was in 2016, when 

seven employees of popular TV 
channel Tolo were killed in a 
Taliban suicide bombing.

In November last  year 
broadcaster Shamshad TV was 
stormed by gunmen who killed 
one person. The defiant station 
was back on the air within hours, 
a newscaster with bandaged 
hands reporting on the attack as 
its director vowed: “They cannot 
silence us”.

“I’ve seen them work and 
trust me, the colleagues of the 
dead will be back to cover the 
next horrendous attack #press-
freedom”, tweeted journalist 
Sune Engel Rasmussen Monday, 
who formerly reported for the 
Guardian newspaper in Kabul, 
in response to Monday’s blasts.

They follow several bloody 
attacks across the country, in-
cluding a bombing that targeted 

a voter registration centre in 
Kabul and killed 60 people last 
week.

President Ashraf Ghani’s gov-
ernment is under pressure on 
multiple fronts this year as it 
prepares to hold long-delayed 
legislative elections in October.

Some Western and Afghan 
officials expect 2018 to be a 
particularly bloody year, with 
the Taliban and other militant 
groups controlling or contesting 
large swathes of the country.

“I taught myself photogra-
phy,” Marai said in a company 
profile in 2015. “Now my photos 
appear around the world. 

“My best memories are when 
I beat the competition by get-
ting the best photographs of the 
president or someone else, or 
from the scene of a bomb attack. 
I like to be first.”

London, April 30 (PTI): 
Britain’s Home Secretary 
Amber Rudd resigned to-
day as pressure mounted 
on her to quit the cabinet 
post amid a scandal over 
authorities’ mistreatment 
of long-term UK residents 
wrongly labelled as illegal 
immigrants.

Rudd, who was due to 
make a House of Com-
mons statement later in 
the day, had been under 
increasing pressure to quit 
over the scandal involv-
ing Caribbean immigrants 
who were brought to the 
UK from the so-called 
“Windrush generation” 
from the 1940s.

She had faced criticism 
over the existence of UK 
Home Office deportation 
targets and her knowledge 
of them. 

“The prime minister 
[Theresa May] has tonight 
accepted the resignation 

of the Home Secretary,” a 
Downing Street spokesper-
son said.

Rudd, who faced calls 
to step down from the op-
position Labour Party, tele-
phoned May to inform her 
of her decision to resign.

Rudd had been under 
pressure to explain appar-
ent discrepancies between 
her evidence to the Parlia-
ment’s Home Affairs Select 
Committee last week deny-
ing any knowledge of de-
portation targets for illegal 
migrants in the UK Home 
Office headed by her and 
a memo leaked to the me-
dia that linked her to such 
targets. Those affected be-
long to the Windrush gen-
eration, named for the ship 
Empire Windrush, which 
in 1948 brought hundreds 
of Caribbean immigrants 
to Britain to help it rebuild 
after the devastation of 
World War II.

Bangkok, April 30 (IANS): A Thai editor 
was released from prison on Monday 
after seven years of incarceration for 
two articles considered offensive to the 
monarchy, whose image is protected in 
the country under the lese majeste law.

Somyot Prueksakasemsuk, 56, was 
jailed in 2011 after publishing two sa-
tirical texts in the now-shut down daily 
“Voice of Thaksin “ (of which he was edi-
tor) and who, according to Thai justice, 
insulted King Bhumibol who died in 
October 2016, reports Efe news.

During the trial, the editor testified 
that the pieces were written under a 
pseudonym by former local politician 
Jakrapob Penkair, who is in exile.

However, the judges rejected the 
argument and sentenced Somyot to 10 
years in jail for violating article 112 of the 
Criminal Code for those who criticise or 
issue comments deemed insulting to the 
royal family.

For years, human rights groups have 
interceded with the authorities in favour 
of Somyot’s release.

Somyot left the Bangkok Remand 
prison where a large group of followers 
and pro-democracy activists were wait-
ing outside.

Legal and Human rights group ILaw 
highlighted in an article published on 
social networks the lack of freedom of 
press and freedom of expression in the 
country.

Lese majesty cases have shot up 
since the military coup of 2014, which 
puts this type of crime under the ju-
risdiction of military courts, where the 
sentences are twice as severe as those 
issued by civil courts.

Washington, April 30 (PTI/AFP): US 
President Donald Trump suggested 
today that his summit with North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un be held 
in the truce village that straddles the 
border separating the two Koreas. 

Trump has previously listed the 
number of locations under con-
sideration for the historic summit 
-- which would be the first between 
a sitting US president and a leader 
of North Korea -- but this is his first 
public comment on a potential site.

“Numerous countries are be-
ing considered for the MEETING, 
but would Peace House/Freedom 
House, on the Border of North & 
South Korea, be a more Representa-
tive, Important and Lasting site than 
a third party country? Just asking!” 
Trump tweeted.

The Peace House in Panmun-
jom, the truce village in the Demili-
tarized Zone that separates the two 
Koreas, was where Kim and South 
Korean President Moon Jae-in met 
on Friday for a historic summit.

Kim, the first North Korean lead-
er to set foot in the South since the 
1953 armistice that halted the Ko-
rean War, walked with Moon to the 
Peace House on the southern side of 
the border for their meeting.

Preparations for a Trump-Kim 
summit have gathered momentum 
since the summit, which saw North 
and South Korea promise to pursue 
the complete denuclearization of 
the peninsula and a permanent 
peace.

Seoul says North Korea has 
pledged to shut down its nuclear 
test site within weeks and invite 
American weapons experts to verify 

its closure.
Kim also told Moon the North 

would have no need for nuclear 
weapons if the United States prom-
ised not to invade it, South Korean 
officials said.

Last year, Pyongyang carried out 
its sixth nuclear test, by far its most 
powerful to date, and test-launched 
missiles theoretically capable of 
reaching the US mainland.

Its actions sent tensions soaring 
as Kim and Trump traded personal 
insults and threats of war.

Trump has demanded the North 
give up its weapons, and Washing-
ton is pressing for it to do so in a 
complete, verifiable and irreversible 
way.

But Pyongyang views its nuclear 
arsenal as essential for the regime’s 
survival, and would likely make 

security guarantees a condition of 
giving it up.

US Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo said in an interview with 
ABC’s “This Week” Sunday that the 
United States has an “obligation” 
to pursue the diplomatic track 
with North Korea, despite often-
hawkish rhetoric from the Trump 
administration.

“We have an obligation to en-
gage in diplomatic discourse to try 
and find a peaceful solution so that 
Americans aren’t held at risk by Kim 
Jong Un and his nuclear arsenal,” 
and there is a “real opportunity” for 
progress, Pompeo said.

The former CIA director also 
said he and Kim held in-depth talks 
about a denuclearization “mecha-
nism” when they met over Easter 
weekend.

London, April 30 (PTI): Pakistani-
origin MP Sajid Javid was today ap-
pointed as Britain’s new Home Sec-
retary, hours after his predecessor 
Amber Rudd resigned after admitting 
that she had “inadvertently misled” 
Parliament over the existence of de-
portation targets for immigrants.

Javid, the son of a Pakistani bus 
driver whose family migrated to 
Britain in the 1960s, was promoted 
from his Cabinet post of Communi-
ties, Local Government and Housing 
minister.

The 48-year-old former invest-
ment banker becomes the first South 
Asian origin MP to hold the key port-
folio in the UK Cabinet.

He is the Conservative party MP 
for Bromsgrove and has previously 
held business and culture portfolios 
in the UK government.

“The Queen has been pleased to 
approve the appointment of...Sajid 

Javid MP as secretary of state for the 
home department,” a Downing Street 
statement said.

His appointment is widely seen 
as a way for British Prime Minister 
Theresa May to curtail the backlash 
from the so-called Windrush scan-
dal, which brought to light the unfair 
treatment of Commonwealth citizens 
from Jamaica over a lack of citizen-
ship documentation.

“I was really concerned when 
I first started hearing and reading 
about some of the issues. It imme-
diately impacted me. I’m a second-
generation migrant. My parents 
came to this country... just like the 
Windrush generation,” Javid wrote in 
‘The Sunday Telegraph’.

“When I heard about the Wind-
rush issue I thought, That could be my 
mum it could be my dad it could be 
my uncle it could be me,” he added.

James Brokenshire, the former 

Northern Ireland secretary who stood 
down in January due to health rea-
sons to have a tumour removed from 
his lung, has been moved into Javid’s 
old job as Housing, Communities and 
Local Government secretary.

UK international development 
secretary, Penny Mordaunt, takes 
on the additional role of minister for 
equalities.

The resignation of 52-year-old 
Rudd, a key ally of May, followed 
weeks of pressure ever since her state-
ment to the Parliament’s Home Affairs 
Select Committee denying knowledge 
of any targets to remove illegal mi-
grants from the UK. 

Leaked memos and letters in 
the media seemed to contradict her 
claims, resulting in her decision to 
step down.

The furor has grown since The 
Guardian reported that some people 
who came to the UK from the Carib-

bean in the decades after World War 
II had recently been refused medical 
care in Britain or threatened with 
deportation because they could not 
produce paperwork proving their 
right to reside in the country.

Those affected belong to the Win-
drush generation, named for the ship 
Empire Windrush, which in 1948 
brought hundreds of Caribbean im-
migrants to Britain to help it rebuild 
after the devastation of World War II.

In recent weeks, Rudd and May 
have apologised repeatedly to the 
Windrush generation, saying all pre-
1973 Commonwealth immigrants 
who don’t already have British citizen-
ship will get it, and those affected will 
get compensation.

Rudd said she took “full respon-
sibility” for the fact that she was not 
aware of “information provided to 
(her) office which makes mention of 
targets”.

Washington, April 30 (IANS): An oak tree sapling, 
planted by US President Donald Trump and his 
French counterpart Emmanuel Macron has mysteri-
ously vanished, the media reported.

The sapling was a gift from the French President 
during his state visit last week, reports ABC News.

The two heads planted the sapling on April 23 in 
the South Lawn.

But now, less than a week later, photos show an 
off-colour, pale patch of turf where the sapling once 
stood.

The White House did not immediately respond to 
ABC News’ request for comment.

The sapling came from Belleau Wood in northeast 
France, where about 2,000 American soldiers died in 
a World War I battle.

The disappearance of Macron’s gift has become 
an internet sensation with mounting speculation 
about the tree’s fate.

Dhaka, April 30 (PTI): Bangladesh 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today 
urged the UN Security Council to 
press Myanmar to take back hun-
dreds of thousands of its Rohingya 
nationals even as she called on India 
along with Russia, China and Japan 
to play a stronger role in resolving the 
refugee crisis.

Hasina has sought continued 
and mounting pressure on Myanmar 
from UN Security Council members 
“so that they(Myanmar) take their 
citizens back to their country (and) 
that’s what we want” as the high-
powered team led by UNSC Presi-
dent Gustavo Adolfo Meza Cuadra 
met her.

“They want to go back to their 
own country. So the Security Council 
can play a very pivotal role,” she said.

“We expect countries like Rus-
sia, China, India and Japan to play a 
major role in resolving the Rohingya 
crisis,” the premier’s press secretary 
Ihsanul Karim quoted her as saying 
after a visiting high-powered UN 
Security Council team met Hasina 
at her office.

The 15-member UNSC currently 
does not include India, Japan and 
China but Hasina reiterated her 
call for mounting pressure from 
New Delhi as well the other three 
countries to tackle the crisis in view 
of their stake and influence in My-
anmar.

External Affairs Secretary Vijay 
Keshav Gokhale earlier this month 
said New Delhi would extend full 
support to any efforts for resolving 
the Rohingya crisis, reiterating In-
dia’s appreciation for Bangladesh’s 
humanitarian gesture for the forcibly 
displaced people.

The delegation comprised of 
envoys from the 15-member coun-
cil as they met the premier a day 
after visiting crammed Rohingya 
camps in southeastern Cox’s Bazar 
where about 700,000 Rohingyas 
took refuge since the Myanmar 
military launched a crackdown on 
the ethnic Muslim community in 
Rakhine state last August. The Se-
curity Council met the Bangladesh 
premier ahead of their scheduled 
visit to Myanmar for meetings with 
State Counsellor Aung San Suu 
Kyi, military commander-in-chief 
Min Aung Hlaing and government 
leaders.

“Myanmar should act in accord-
ance with the deal it signed with 
Bangladesh (in January 2018) for re-
patriation of the Rohingyas (but) the 
repatriation of the Rohingya people 
will have to be ensured under the UN 
supervision,” Hasina said.

When asked if UN supervision 
meant the deployment of peace-
keepers, Hasina said, “Not exactly, 
well, that the UN will decide” but 
insisted that Myanmar must also 
implement the Kofi Annan Commis-
sion’s recommendations.

“We (however) don’t want con-
flict, we want peaceful resolution to 
the crisis,” she said.

The UN has termed the My-
anmar military’s action as “ethnic 
cleansing” and rights groups have 
called it a “genocide”.

Kuwait’s ambassador to UN 
Mansour al-Otaibi, a UNSC del-
egation member, told the premier 
that the Security Council wanted 
to send a clear and strong message 
that “we’re determined to end this 
humanitarian crisis”.

The refugees pleaded for help 
ahead of the coming monsoon sea-
son as the envoys visited their camps, 
bamboo-and-plastic structures 
perched on hills near the border with 
Myanmar while the delegation told 
them that the UNSC would press 
Myanmar to ensure that they could 
return home in safety and freedom.

“The situation cannot remain 
without a solution and the message 
that we are conveying to Myanmar, 
to refugees themselves, to the rest 
of the world, (is) that we are de-
termined to find a solution to this 
crisis,” al-Otaibi said after the delega-
tion wrapped up its three-day visit.

He said the Security Council 
would “try to explore ways and 
means to speed up implementa-
tion of the (accord) signed between 
Bangladesh and Myanmar for safe, 
free, voluntary and dignified return 
of the refugees”.

The Kuwaiti diplomat added 
that the refugees themselves wanted 
guarantees of safety and crucially 
citizenship on their return to a coun-
try which regards them as illegal im-
migrants from Bangladesh.

Deputy Russian Ambassador to 
the UN Dmitry Polyanskiy, whose 
country has supported Myanmar, 
however, said yesterday that the 
council did not have a “magic stick” 
to resolve one of the world’s worst 
refugee crises.

“(But) we are not looking away 
from this crisis, we are not closing 
our eyes,” the Russian diplomat said 
at the Kutupalong refugee camp.

The Bangladesh premier ear-
lier engaged the foreign ministry 
to pursue vigorous diplomacy with 
countries with direct borders with 
Myanmar alongside Russia and 
particularly sought enhanced Indian 
engagement in resolving the crisis.
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Relatives, colleagues and friends offer funeral prayers behind the body of AFP chief photographer, Shah Marai, who was killed in 
today’s second suicide attack, in Guldara, a district of Kabul province, Afghanistan, Monday, April 30, 2018. A coordinated double 
suicide bombing by the Islamic State group in central Kabul has killed at least 25 people, including several Afghan journalists. 

AP/PTI

File Photo: Donald Trump

10 journalists including AFP photographer 
among dozens killed in Afghan attacks

UK interior minister resigns 
over immigration scandal

Thai editor released 
from prison after 7 years

Trump suggests Korean truce village for Kim summit

Pak-origin MP appointed new UK home secretary

White House tree planted 
by Trump, Macron vanishes

Rohingyas: Hasina seeks 
UNSC pressure on Myanmar
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Barack Obama, Oprah attend Tom Hanks’ anniv. party
Veteran actor Tom Hanks and his wife Rita Wilson’s 30th wedding anniversary party 
was attended by not only A-list celebrities like Oprah Winfrey, but also by former 
US president Barack Obama. Some of the other stars who attended the couple’s 
party at their home in Pacific Palisades house included Kate Hudson, Martin Short, 
Isla Fisher, Kurt Russell, Goldie Hawn, Jimmy Kimmel and Conan O’Brien, reports 
eonline.com. Hanks met Wilson in the early 1980s while filming the sitcom “Bosom 
Buddies”, although Wilson had a small role in it.  The couple then co-starred in the 
1985 film “Volunteers”. At the time, Hanks was still married to actress Samantha 
Lewes, so the couple did not go public with their relationship until 1986. The actor’s 
divorce was finalised in 1987. (IANS)

Avengers: Infinity War has biggest opening in history
‘Avengers: Infinity 
War’ creates cinematic 
milestone in India

Sting, Shaggy’s album 
was an accident

Mel B, Duncan to co-host 
British LGBT Awards

Leonardo 
DiCaprio 
becomes 
a beetle

T
he Disney/Marvel 
superhero ensem-
ble movie - with 
an all-star cast that 
includes Scarlett 

Johansson, Robert Downey 
Jr, Chris Pratt, Chris Evans, 
Benedict Cumberbatch, Tom 
Holland, and Chris Hemsworth 
- has taken an estimated $630 
million in its first weekend in 
cinemas.

This smashes the previous 
record, held by car franchise 
film ‘The Fate Of The Furious’ 

aka ‘F8’, which made $534 
million in its opening weekend 
last year.

‘Avengers: Inifinty War’ - 
which sees the superhero team 
risk everything to defeat villain 
Thanos and save the universe - 
is directed by Anthony and Joe 
Russo.

Its phenomenal box office 
takings are even more remark-
able as it is yet to open in Rus-
sia and China.

‘Infinity War’ had its biggest 
successes in the US, with $250 

million, the UK, raking in $42.2 
million, Korea, where it took 
$39.2 million, Mexico, Australia 
and Brazil.

This knocks ‘Jurassic World’s 
opening success of $316 mil-
lion global takings, back to 
third place, ahead of ‘Harry 
Potter And The Deathly Hal-
lows - Part 2’ ($314 million) and 
‘Star Wars: The Force Awakens’ 
($281 million).

Before its opening, ‘Infin-
ity War’ has been predicted to 
make $275 million interna-

tionally, so it has completely 
smashed expectations.

Star Karen Gillan recently 
revealed Robert Downey Jr. 
always hosts lunch for the cast 
of the ‘Avengers’ franchise.

The 30-year-old actress 
appears as her ‘Guardians of 
the Galaxy’ villain Nebula in 
the film, and has revealed that 
being on the set of the flick was 
a “sociable” experience, with 
Robert - who plays Iron Man 
- making sure all of the star-
studded cast are well fed.

Asked what an average day 
on set of an ‘Avengers’ movie 
is like, Karen said: “It’s very so-
ciable. When you are shooting 
a film like this, there is a lot of 
time between setups because 
they do huge laying of the set 
and the props. Everyone has a 
lot of time to hang out and get 
to know each other. Robert is 
the one who hosts the lunch 
for everyone, that’s really nice. 
We all get to interact with each 
other a lot.”

Femalefirst.co.uk

T
he most anticipated superhero movie, 
Marvel Studios’ “Avengers: Infinity War”, 
is off to a flying start in India with the star-
studded film recording a gross box office 
collection of Rs 120.9 crore in its opening 

weekend.
Marvel Cinematic Universe’s latest project, an 

ensemble of stars like Robert Downey Jr, Chris Evans 
and Mark Ruffalo, had a Rs 94.3 crore net box office 
collection in three days, making it the “biggest week-
end for any Hollywood film in India”.

“The opening weekend numbers are a testament 
to ‘Avengers: Infinity War’ creating a cinematic mile-
stone. The success goes to show the ever increas-
ing fan base and the pop culture phenomena that 
Marvel as a brand enjoys in India,” Bikram Duggal- 
Head of Studio Entertainment, Disney India, said in 
a statement to IANS.

The movie recorded Rs 41.67 crore as gross box 
office collection (Rs 32.5 crore as net box office col-
lection) on Sunday and a Rs 39.1 gross box office 
collection (Rs 30.5 net box office collection. The 
superhero film raked in Rs 40.13 as gross box office 
collection (Rs 31.3 net box office collection) on its 
opening day (April 27).

The 19th film in MCU, “Avengers: Infinity War” is 
a unique one in the superhero genre as none of the 
heroes save the day despite their cool gadgets and 
powers.

IANS

S
inger Sting and rap-
per Shaggy’s album 
“44/876” was a 
“happy accident”.

“We then started 
working on an album which 
was supposed to be mine,” 
Sting told Hello! Magazine.

Shaggy added: “But I 
jumped on every song.”

Sting continued: “It’s a 
conversation between two 
people from different cultures 
and it is based on mutual 
affection and I think he joy 
comes off the tracks. It’s a 
happy accident.”

But while the two are hav-
ing fun together, the “Message 
in a bottle” hitmaker said their 
partnership won’t last beyond 
one album and a tour, reports 

femalefirst.co.uk.
Sting, 66, said: “This was 

great fun to make but we did 
it because we wanted to sur-
prise people. We have done 
that so it wouldn’t be a sur-
prise next time. But the tour is 
going to be great fun.”

Shaggy, 49, is looking for-
ward to going out on the road 
with his friend but he still gets 
nervous about getting up on 
stage.

“I get professional nerves 
a bit. But once you are on, it 
is heaven, you just glide. It’s 
like you are in your own living 
room,” Shaggy said.

Sting quipped: “I just won-
der what you are doing in my 
living room.”

IANS

F
ormer Spice Girl member Mel B will host the 
British LGBT Awards alongside Blue’s Duncan 
James again, the organisers announced on 
Monday.

The ceremony will take place here on May 
11, reports mirror.co.uk.

Commenting on her return to the British LGBT 
Awards stage after two years, Mel B said: “I said a mas-
sive ‘yes’ as soon as I was asked to host the British LGBT 
Awards again. It is such a brilliant event so I am thrilled 
to be back.

“I’m looking forward to helping recognise the LGBT 
people doing wonderful things for the community, as 
well as the allies who lend such vital support.

“I am really proud to be part of it because there is 
still so much to do in the fight for the full equality for 
LGBT+ people.

“It’s going to be a night filled with heartwarming and 
heartbreaking moments, unbelievable surprises and an 
enviable, fabulous guest list,” she added.

The British LGBT Awards was established in 2013 
and has since grown to become one of Britain’s most 
anticipated LGBT red carpet events.

Duncan said: “I had a blast when I hosted the British 
LGBT Awards with Mel last time so I’m looking forward 
to doing it again. It is such an important event and I 
can’t wait to celebrate with all of the nominees.”

High profile award winners have included Caitlyn 
Jenner and Ian McKellen.

IANS

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

11 am, 2 pm, 5 pm: Avengers: Infinity 
War (Eng) 3D
8 pm: Avengers : Infinity War (Eng) 2D

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

The Grouvellinus 
leonardodicaprioi 

was discovered 
at the bottom 

of a waterfall in 
Maliau Basin, a 
remote nature 

reserve in 
Borneo.

T
he 43-year-old Oscar-winning actor has been 
a staunch campaigner for the environment for 
many years, creating The Leonardo DiCaprio 
Foundation in 1998.

The Grouvellinus leonardodicaprioi was 
discovered at the bottom of a waterfall in Maliau Basin, a 
remote nature reserve in Borneo.

It was found by Taxon Expeditions, a firm set up to help 
untrained volunteers discover new species and the expedi-
tion was funded by the ‘Inception’ star’s foundation.

After finding three new species of water beetle the par-
ticipants voted to name one of them after Leo.

Dr. Iva Njunjic, founder of Taxon Expeditions, said: 
“Tiny and black, this new beetle may not win an Oscar for 
charisma, but in biodiversity conservation, every creature 
counts.”

The Leonardo DiCaprio Foundation aims to reduce 
the impact of humans on the environment and protect the 
world’s last wild places. It has awarded over $100 million in 
grants since 2010.

Other celebrities to have insects names after them 
include Leo’s ‘Titanic’ co-star Kate Winslet, who also has a 
beetle named after her.

The Scaptia beyonceae horsefly was named after 
Beyonce because of its dense golden hair, and the Gnathia 
marleyi is a parasite that feed on fish in the Caribbean, 
named after late reggae singer Bob Marley.

As part of his efforts to help the environment, Leonardo 
recently invested in a new plant-based company, Beyond 
Meat, which aims to creates vegetarian substitute products 
that look and taste just like meat without using animals.

The ‘Wolf of Wall Street’ star said in statement to For-
tune magazine: “Livestock production is a major contribu-
tor to carbon emissions. Shifting from animal meat to the 
plant-based meats developed by Beyond Meat is one of the 
most powerful measures someone can take to reduce their 
impact on our climate.”

Beyond Meat CEO Ethan Brown added: “Leo is serious 
about climate change. He’s a really good ally for us. This is 
not a celebrity deal. He is someone who genuinely believes 
in what we’re doing and wants to help grow it.”

Femalefirst.co.uk
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Franck Ribery

Fiorentina’s Giovanni Simeone celebrates his hat-trick after the match

Royal Challengers Bangalore Virat Kohli and Mandeep Singh runs between the wicket as Andre 
Russel also seen during the IPL 2018 match against Kolkata Knight Riders at Chinnaswamy Stadium in 
Bengaluru on Sunday. 

PTI

Spain’s Rafael Nadal poses with his trophy after winning the Barcelona Open Tennis Tournament final in 
Barcelona, Spain.

PTI

Marouane Fellaini scores Manchester United’s last gasp winner against Arsenal at Old Trafford on Sunday.
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Bengaluru, April 30 (IANS): 
Opener Chris Lynn’s unbeat-
en 62-run knock and Robin 
Uthappa’s (36) disciplined 
inning helped Kolkata Knight 
Riders beat Royal Challeng-
ers Bangalore by six wickets 
in an Indian Premier League 
(IPL) match here on Sunday.

The win, came after two 
straight losses, took Kolkata 
to fourth spot with eight 
points while Bangalore are 
at seventh spot with four 
points.

Chasing 176, the visitors 
got off to a perfect start as 
Lynn and Sunil Narine (27) 
forged 59-run partnership in 
7.1 overs before the West In-
dian departed by M. Ashwin. 

New batsman Uthappa 
and Lynn then played sen-
sibly and punished the bad 
balls. The duo managed to 
take Kolkata past 100-run 
mark. But just when things 
seemed good in the middle, 
Uthappa was dismissed by 
Ashwin in the 13th over. 

New batsman Nitish 
Rana (15), who was looking 
good at the crease, got retied 
hurt. 

Middle-order batsmen 
Andre Russel (0) and Dinesh 
Karthik (23) were also sent 

Lynn, Uthappa guide Kolkata 
to victory over Bangalore

Simeone treble buries Napoli as Juventus close on seventh straight title

Nadal wins 11th Barcelona Open title

Emre Can set for Juventus move - reports

‘The war isn’t over’: Ribery issues Bayern battle cry Chopra sets sights on breaking 
India’s track-and-field duck

Fellaini’s last gasp goal leads 
United to 2-1 win against Arsenal

packing soon but at that 
time Lynn has already 
put his team on the front 
foot and then went on to 
complete the proceed-
ing in the last over with 
Shubman Gill (5 not out). 

For Bangalore, M. 
Ashwin and Mohammed 
Siraj took two wickets 

each. 
Earlier, A good open-

ing stand followed by 
skipper Virat Kohli’s 
unbeaten half-century 
helped Royal Challengers 
Bangalore to post 175/4.

Kohli’s unbeaten 68-
run knock came off 44 
balls, containing five 

boundaries and three 
sixes at the M. Chinnas-
wamy Stadium. 

Put into bat, Banga-
lore started on a cautious 
note as openers Quinton 
de Kock (29 off 27) and 
Brendon McCullum (38 
off 28) shared a 67-run 
partnership for the first 

wicket. 
KKR spinner Kuldeep 

Yadav came up with the 
first breakthrough as he 
packed de Kock in the 
ninth over. 

With the addition of 
just seven runs in Banga-
lore’s overall score of 67, 
Andre Russel jolted the 
hosts after dismissing Mc-
Cullum and Manan Vohra 
(0) in the next over. 

However, Kohli kept 
one end tight and add-
ed 65 runs for the fourth 
wicket with Mandeep 
Singh (19). 

Mandeep however, 
didn’t show a fight and 
was dismissed on a Russel 
delivery in the 18th over 
with Bangalore’s score 
reading 140/4. 

Kohli continued his 
good work and slammed 
yet another half-centu-
ry and some fireworks 
by him in the final mo-
ments helped the hosts 
reach a respectable total 
of 175/4. 

For Kolkata, Russel 
was the pick of the bowl-
ers with figures of 3/31 
while Kuldeep scalped a 
wicket for 20 runs. 

T u r i n ,  A p r i l  3 0 
(AFP):Napoli’s title hopes 
looked in tatters on Sun-
day after a shock 3-0 defeat 
at Fiorentina, complete 
with an early sending-off 
for Kalidou Koulibaly and 
a hat-trick from Giovanni 
Simeone, edged Juventus 
closer to a seventh succes-
sive Serie A title.

With just three games 
left, Juventus have a four-
point lead on closest chal-
lengers Napoli and could 
wrap up yet another ‘Scu-
detto’ next weekend.

Argentina for ward 
Simeone -- the son of 
Atletico Madrid boss Di-
ego Simeone -- scored all 
three goals in a spectacular 
display to keep Fiorentina’s 
Europa League hopes alive.

Koulibaly, labelled a 
hero when he scored the 
last-gasp header that kept 
Napoli’s ambitions alive 
with a 1-0 win over Ju-
ventus in Turin last week, 
turned villain in Florence 
when he was sent off after 
just eight minutes.

“We lost tactical cer-
tainties after the sending 
off, and faced with adver-
sity we lost our way and 
our nerve too,” said Napoli 
coach Maurizio Sarri.

“The entire team had a 
bad performance. We won 
as a team at other times, 
today we lost as a team. I 
didn’t see any positives.”

Juventus battled past 
10-man Inter Milan in a 
San Siro thriller on Satur-
day to prevail 3-2 thanks 
to two late goals in three 
minutes.

Barcelona, April 30 (IANS): 
World No. 1 Rafael Nadal 
of Spain earned his 11th 
Barcelona Open tennis title 
on Sunday as he crushed 

the rising Greek star Ste-
fanos Tsitsipas 6-2, 6-1. 
Nadal, who won his 11th 
Monte-Carlo Masters title 
last Sunday, extended his 

clay court winning streak 
to an Open Era record of 46 
straight sets, while sealing 
his 401st career win on that 
surface, reports Efe.

Turin, April 30 (AFP):Liverpool defen-
sive midfielder Emre Can has agreed 
a five-year contract with Italian cham-
pions Juventus, according to reports in 
Italy on Monday.

The 24-year-old German interna-
tional, who is sidelined with a back 
injury, will sign with the six-time Ital-
ian champions as early as this week, 
Gazzetta dello Sport reported.

The midfielder can leave Liverpool 
on a free transfer at the end of the 
season, and Gazzetta reported that 

the German has already agreed a deal 
worth six million euros ($7.5 million) 
per year.

French champions Paris Saint-
Germain were also reported to be in-
terested in signing Can who preferred a 
move to Italy with fellow Germans Sami 
Khedira and Benedikt Howedes already 
in Turin.

Can arrived in Liverpool in 2014 
from Bayer Leverkusen, having previ-
ously won the Bundesliga title with 
Bayern Munich in 2013.

M a d r i d , A p r i l  3 0 
(AFP):Franck Ribery has is-
sued a battle cry before Tues-
day’s Champions League 
semi-final second leg at Real 
Madrid where Bayern Mu-
nich know they must be 
ruthless in front of goal to 
stage an unlikely comeback.

Bayern have it all to do at 
the Santiago Bernabeu after 
wasting several chances in 
last week’s 2-1 first-leg loss 
in Munich.

“The battle is lost, but the 
war is not over,” the French-
man wrote on Twitter, bor-
rowing from the famous 
Charles de Gaulle quote.

“We will get our chances 
in Madrid.”

The 35-year-old Ribery 
was one of the few Bayern 
stars to shine in the defeat at 
the Allianz Arena.

A dreadful error from 
Bayern defender Rafinha let 
in substitute Marco Asensio 
to score a second-half win-
ner, handing holders Real a 
significant advantage.

After Joshua Kimmich 
gave Bayern an early lead, 
Ribery twice came agonising-
ly close to scoring for Munich.

He stumbled at the cru-
cial moment in a one-on-
one with Real goalkeeper 
Keylor Navas in the first half 
before Marcelo equalised 
for Real.

Ribery wreaked havoc 

Mumbai, April 30 (Re-
uters) : Javelin thrower 
Neeraj Chopra knows 
what an Olympic track-
and-field medal would be 
worth for Indian athletics 
and the gold he landed 
at the recent Common-
wealth Games has given 
him confidence ahead of 
the Tokyo Games in two 
years’ time.

While the Internation-
al Olympic Committee 
credits India with Norman 
Pritchard’s hurdles silver 
medals in 1900, before it 
gained independence from 
Britain, the world’s second 
most populous nation con-
siders itself never to have 
won an athletics medal at 
an Olympics.

There was rare track-
and-field success for India 
this month at the Carrara 
Stadium at Gold Coast 
when the 20-year-old Cho-
pra won the javelin at the 
Commonwealth Games.

The former world jun-
ior champion became 
only the third man to win 
gold for India in Common-
wealth Games athletics 
after sprinter Milkha Singh 
in 1958 and discus thrower 
Vikas Gowda in 2014.

“The happiest thought 

for me was that I had made 
history by winning the first 
javelin gold.”

Track and field success 
at the Olympics has largely 
eluded India and the coun-
try’s two most famous track 
stars - Milkha Singh and 
P.T. Usha - missed podium 
places by the narrowest of 
margins.

Singh missed a bronze 
in the 400m at the 1960 
Rome Olympics after a 
photo finish left him 
fourth, while Usha suf-
fered the same heartbreak 
24 years later when she was 
placed fourth after a photo 
finish in the 400m hurdles 
final in Los Angeles.

Chopra, who put in his 
season’s best effort of 86.47 
metres in the final at Gold 
Coast, said his triumph 
will motivate the junior 
athletes in India and make 
them believe “Yes, we can”.

“We have athletics 
medal in every event... 
be it Asian Games, Com-
monwealth Games, world 
championships,” said Cho-
pra, who is part of diversi-
fied conglomerate JSW 
Group’s Sports Excellence 
Programme.

“So the main aim is to 
win an Olympic medal. I 

can’t even imagine what 
that would mean to track-
and-field in the country. 
People keep telling me that 
the person who wins an 
Olympic medal will prob-
ably become the God of 
athletics.

Chopra hails from the 
Northern Indian state of 
Haryana, known more for 
producing wrestlers and 
kabaddi players. He could 
not remember why he took 
up a javelin instead of pick-
ing up either of the body-
contact sport.

He is aware of the steep 
competition that awaits 
him if he is to win a medal 
in Tokyo in 2020. He will 
participate in the Doha 
Diamond League and a 
few others before the Asian 
Games later in the year.

“I am hoping I can 
train outside the country. 
It’s going to get too hot 
here, so it would be good 
if I can go somewhere in 
Europe where the weather 
would help my training,” 
he said.

“At the start of our ca-
reers we don’t even get 
coaches. We didn’t even 
have too many perform-
ances to look up to at a 
competitive level.”

Manchester, April 30 
(IANS): A last-gasp goal 
by Marouane Fellaini gave 
Manchester United a 2-1 
home win against Arsenal 
in English Premier League 
(EPL) action.

Fellaini’s goal pun-
ished a distracted Arsenal, 
whose thought seemed to 
be on Thursday’s second 
leg of the Europa League 
semifinal against Atletico 
Madrid as coach Arsene 
Wenger gave most of his 
regular starters a rest, re-
ports Efe.

Only three starters in 

the first leg of the Europa 
League semifinal clash 
were included in the start-
ing lineup: goalkeeper 
David Ospina, defender 
Hector Bellerin and mid-
fielder Granit Xhaka.

On his last visit to 
the Old Trafford stadium 
as the Gunners coach, 
Wenger was handed a 
vase by Sir Alex Ferguson 
before the game.

Manchester United 
took the lead 15 minutes 
into play on a goal by 
Frenchman Paul Pogba, 
who took advantage of the 

defence’s failure to clear a 
ball from the area.

Arsenal drew level six 
minutes into the second 
half as Henrikh Mkhitar-
yan connected on a pass 
from Xhaka.

It was in stoppage time 
when Fellaini made the 
most of a free kick by Ash-
ley Young to head the ball 
home, giving United the 
win.

After the victory, Unit-
ed remains in the second 
spot with 77 points, while 
Arsenal holds the sixth 
spot with 57 points.

Massimiliano Allegri’s 
champions host Bologna 
on Saturday and will be as-
sured of the title if they win 
and Napoli lose at home 
against Torino on Sunday.

“I want the whole 
team to fight back straight 
away,” said Sarri as Na-
poli chase a third title af-
ter 1987 and 1990. “If we 
always focus on the next 
game, we can have a good 
season.”

Napoli never recov-
ered from Koulibaly’s dis-
missal, the towering Sen-
galese defender initially 
shown a yellow card for 
kicking out at Simeone as 
he charged towards goal.

But a video assistant 
referee (VAR) review at the 

Stadio Franchi upgraded 
the yellow to red, with a 
free-kick given instead of 
a penalty.

Sarri replaced mid-
fielder Jorginho with 
central defender Lorenzo 
Tonelli. But Napoli strug-
gled to contain their 
rivals, Simeone break-
ing the deadlock by fir-
ing through the legs of 
goalkeeper Pepe Reina 
after 34 minutes. Simeone 
pounced to drive home 
the second on 62 min-
utes after the ball initially 
bounced off Elseid Hysaj 
and Reina saved with his 
leg.

The 22-year-old com-
pleted his hat-trick three 
minutes into injury-time 

to claim his 13th goal this 
season.
- Champions League sus-
pense -

The suspense remains 
over who will join Ju-
ventus and Napoli in the 
Champions League next 
season.

Both Roman clubs oc-
cupy the two remaining 
places with Roma beat-
ing Chievo 4-1 and Lazio 
edging past Torino 1-0 to 
remain third and fourth 
respectively level  on 
points, with Inter Milan 
four points behind in fifth.

Luis Alberto saw his 
penalty saved and Serie 
A top-scorer Ciro Immo-
bile went off injured, with 
Sergej Milinkovic-Savic’s 

header giving Lazio all 
three points at Torino.

The final  game of 
the season will see Lazio 
host  Inter.  AC Milan 
maintained their Europa 
League hopes with a 2-1 
win at Bologna to end a 
six-game winless streak 
including last week’s 
shock reverse to bottom 
club Benevento.

First-half goals from 
Hakan Calhanoglu and 
Giacomo Bonaventura 
ensured Milan -- one 
point behind sixth-placed 
Atalanta, who beat Genoa 
3-1 -- keep touch with the 
Europa League places.

S a m p d o r i a  a n d 
Fiorentina are  three 
points behind Milan.

In the relegation bat-
tle, SPAL moved out of the 
bottom three with a 3-1 
win against Verona, who 
now look destined for the 
drop.

A late Bacary Sagna 
goal grabbed a 3-3 draw 
for Benevento against 
Udinese, who had looked 
set to earn a first win un-
der new coach Igor Tudor 
after a 12-match losing 
streak cost predecessor 
Massimo Oddo his job 
during the week.

Chievo, whose coach 
Rolando Maran was fired 
on Sunday, drop into the 
relegation zone with just 
three games to play.

Meanwhile, Marcello 
Trotta and Nigerian for-
ward Simy scored a brace 
each as Crotone beat Sas-
suolo 4-1 to move away 
from the drop zone.

on the left wing and also 
forced Navas into an ex-
cellent second-half save.

The winger and his 
Bayern team-mates fly 
to Madrid on Monday 
vowing to upset the 
odds.

“We’ll give it every-
thing we have,” insisted 
Bayern left-back David 

Alaba, back from a thigh 
injury.

Bayern are in an 
identical position to last 
year’s quarter-finals, 
when Real knocked 
them out.

After losing the first 
leg 2-1 in Munich, they 
won by the same margin 
over 90 minutes in Ma-

drid only to bow out 6-3 
on aggregate after losing 
4-2 after extra time.

On Saturday, Ribery 
was among a host of play-
ers rested as a weakened 
Bayern team beat their 
incoming coach Niko Ko-
vac’s Eintracht Frankfurt 
4-1.
- Real ‘all at sea’ -

Sandro Wagner scored 
in the Bundesliga victory 
and pin-pointed how Bay-
ern can win in Madrid.

Bayern boss Jupp Hey-
nckes dubbed the striker ‘a 
fighter’ and Wagner could 
get the chance to be on the 
end of Ribery’s crosses at 
the Bernabeu.

“I think Real were all at 
sea defending every cross, 
so we know what we have 
to do,” said Wagner, the 
back-up for top-scorer 
Robert Lewandowski.

“We all want revenge 
and have all vowed to give 
it absolutely everything in 
Madrid.”

T h e  m a t c h  c o u l d 
be Ribery’s last chance 
to show his trademark 
sprints with the ball at 
his feet on the European 
stage. Along with Arjen 
Robben, he has yet to sign 
a one-year extension to 
his contract which expires 
in June.

Ribery joined Bayern 

in 2007 and holds the club 
record for a foreign player 
of 247 Bundesliga appear-
ances, scoring 80 goals.

He also holds the joint-
record of eight Bundes-
liga titles with Oliver Kahn, 
Philipp Lahm, Bastian Sch-
weinsteiger and Mehmet 
Scholl.

Thomas Mueller, Javi 
Martinez, Alaba and Ribery 
are the four survivors from 
the team which won the 
2013 Champions League 
final set to play on Tuesday.

Martinez and Alaba 
have shaken off head and 
thigh injuries respectively.

According to reports, 
Robben will not fly to 
Madrid on Monday after 
coming off early with a 
groin injury in the first leg.

Ribery is desperate for 
a crack at another Cham-
pions League final.

After suffering the 
heartbreak of defeats in 
the 2010 and 2012 finals, 
it was his deft backheel 
which Robben fired home 
for the winning goal at 
Wembley against Borussia 
Dortmund in 2013.

Five years later, Bay-
ern are bidding to keep 
their treble dreams alive 
with the Bundesliga title 
secured and the German 
Cup final to come on 
May 19.
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Messi hat-trick helps 
Barca seal Spanish 
League title

Big Dunking Tasks: New basketball team 
to represent Nagaland at junior nationals 

FIFA hosts continental 
football bodies to talk 
on $25B deal

Nagaland Rifle 
Association informs

Watson, Dhoni fire CSK to 13-run win Harden scores 41 as Rockets blast past Jazz in Game 1

Chennai Super Kings KM Asif with team mates celebrate the wicket of Colin Munro of Delhi Daredevils  
during IPL 2018 cricket match  in Pune on Monday

PTI

Lipok Pongen, unwinds the crest of the Dimapur District Basketball Association, as Aomeren 
Longkumer, the president of the association looks on, during the inauguration of the association 
during the event.

EM Images

Officials of the Dimapur District Basketball Association share in a photograph with the basketball 
players at Hotel Saramati in Dimapur on Monday. 

EM Images

Madrid, April 30 (IANS): 
Lionel Messi scored a hat-
trick as FC Barcelona won 
4-2 away to Deportivo la 
Coruna to be confirmed 
as Spanish La Liga Cham-
pions for the 25th time 
in their football history 
and the third time in five 
years.

Messi scored in the 
38th, 82nd and 88th min-
ute, after Phillipe Coutin-
ho had put Barca ahead 
on Sunday, reports Xin-
hua news agency.

Deportivo showed 
spirit  and drew level 
through Lucas Perez and 
Emre Colak, but Messi's 
two late goals sealed Bar-
ca's win, while also con-
firming that Deportivo 
join Malaga and Las Pal-
mas in being relegated to 

the Spanish second divi-
sion (Liga 123).

Barca had gone into 
the 35th round of play in 
the Spanish season with 
an 11 point lead over At-
letico Madrid and with 
four games to play, as well 
as superior head to head 
and overall goal differ-
ence.

Although Atletico won 
1-0 away to Alaves ear-
lier in the day, Barca's win 
means neither Atletico 
nor Real Madrid can now 
catch them in the three 
remaining matches in this 
campaign.

The triumph means 
the Catalan club has com-
pleted a League and Cup 
double during coach Er-
nesto Valverde's first sea-
son in charge after replac-

ing Luis Enrique during 
the summer of June 2017.

Valverde has done an 
excellent job after inherit-
ing a club which looked 
to be in turmoil after Luis 
Enrique's reign, and his 
job was made more dif-
ficult when Neymar left to 
join Paris Saint Germain 
and the club struggled to 
find a replacement for the 
Brazilian.

Ousmane Dembele 
finally joined for 110 mil-
lion euros ($133 million) 
but was unfit and got in-
jured in just the fourth 
game of the season, while 
Coutinho didn't arrive un-
til January and was unable 
to play in the Champions 
League, and January saw 
Javier Mascherano leave 
to play in China.

Barca's Champions 
League exit to Roma in 
the quarterfinals of the 
competition will go down 
as the disappointment of 
their season, but Valverde 
still deserves praise for 
winning a domestic dou-
ble with a squad, which 
for half a season at least 
was arguably weaker than 
that which only won the 
Cup in the previous cam-
paign.

Sunday's hat-trick 
highlights how important 
Leo Messi has been to 
Barca's success, scoring 
32 goals so far this sea-
son, more than anyone in 
Europe's top leagues, and 
giving 12 assists, while 
Luis Suarez has netted 23 
goals after a slow start to 
the season himself.

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, April 30 (EMN): 
A new basket ball associa-
tion in the form of the Di-
mapur District Basketball 
Association (DDBA) was 
launched at Hotel Sara-
mati in Dimapur on Mon. 
April 30. The new asso-
ciation looks to growth 
with the motto ‘strive for 
excellence’—a pursuit 
that has led the associa-
tion to instate a team of 
players who will now rep-
resent Nagaland at a big 
platform, the 69th Junior 
National Championship 
in Punjab.     

As part of the asso-
ciation's commitment to 
sporting excellence, the 
group will be sending—
in collaboration with 
the Nagaland Basketball 
Association—a newly 
formed state junior boys 
basketball team to Lud-
hiana in Punjab on Tue. 
May 1, for the national 
championship. 

The championship 
will be conducted from 
May 7 to the 14th. 

According to the vice 
president of the DDBA, 
Senti Longkumer, the as-
sociation was accepted 
on April 4 by the Dimapur 
District Sports Council as 
part of the sporting insti-
tution. 

The DDBA is a protégé 
of the Dorians Society, a 
well-known influencer 
in the sports discipline in 
Dimapur. 

Longkumer added 
that the overseeing as-
sociation's objective is 
to take sports forward 
and to promote it as a 
productive career for the 
younger generation of 
the state. 

Even prior to the offi-
cial acceptance of the as-
sociation by the council, 
the Nagaland Basketball 
Association having trust 
in its new affiliate in the 
form of the DDBA,  as-
signed the latter to form 
junior boys team to repre-
sent Nagaland at the 66th 
junior nationals, Long-
kumer said. 

During the event, Li-
pok Pongen, vice presi-
dent of the Nagaland 

Zurich, April 30 (AP):  FIFA 
has hosted talks with foot-
ball’s six continental gov-
erning bodies on a $25 
billion offer to run two in-
ternational competitions, 
seeking a decision before 
the World Cup kicks off 
in June.

FIFA President Gianni 
President wants support 
for a 12-year deal from 
2021 with a Japanese-led 
consortium.  It would ex-
pand the Club World Cup 
to a 24-team event every 
four years, and create a 
Nations League for more 
than 200 national teams.

Philippe Moggio, gen-
eral secretary of North 
American football body 
CONCACAF, says “there 
is a sense of urgency to 
move forward” with the 
project. Still, European 
consent seems unlikely 
before an initial 60-day 
deadline from investors 
expires by mid-May.

Lionel Messi scores his second and Barcelona’s third goal in their 4-2 victory at Deportivo La Coruña

Houston Rockets guard James Harden (13) drives to the basket as Utah Jazz forward Jae Crowder 
defends during the first half in Game 1 of an NBA basketball second-round playoff series,in Houston.

Houston, April 30 (AFP): 
James Harden scored 41 
points as the Houston 
Rockets dominated the 
Utah Jazz 110-96 on Sun-
day in the opening game of 
their NBA Western Confer-
ence second-round playoff 
series.

The Rockets, owners of 
the best record in the regu-
lar season, were in control 
throughout, connecting 
on 17 of 32 three-point 
attempts and leading by 
as many as 27 over a Jazz 
team that eliminated Okla-
homa City on Sunday in 
the sixth game of a bruising 
first-round series.

"We had energy from 
beginning of the game," 
said Harden, who pulled 
down eight rebounds and 
handed out seven assists. 
"We knew what they just 
went through, how tough 
their last series was.

"We had a comprehen-
sive rest," added Harden, 
whose Rockets finished 

off the Minnesota Timber-
wolves 4-1 on Wednesday. 
"So we wanted to come out 
here and pick up the pace 
up -- aggressively get stops 
and aggressively move the 
ball, and we did that."

Point guard Chris Paul 
added 17 points, six assists 
and four rebounds for the 
Rockets, who had 16 points 
from Clint Capela and 15 
from PJ Tucker.

Donovan Mitchell, 
starting at point guard 
in place of injured Ricky 
Rubio, and reserve Jae 
Crowder scored 21 apiece 
for the Jazz.

But Utah offered no 
real resistance. They trailed 
by 13 after the first quarter 
and with their potent of-
fense clicking the Rockets 
pushed that lead to 27 with 
less than two minutes left 
in the first half.

Houston led by 25 at the 
break, and Utah wouldn't 
get the deficit below 11 
points in the second half.

The Jazz got a scare late 
in the fourth when Mitchell 
rolled his ankle as he drove 
to the basket, Houston's 
Eric Gordon stepping on 
his dragging foot.

Mitchell limped to the 
bench but soon re-entered 
the game.

Harden notched the 
sixth 40-point playoff game 
of his career and the Rock-
ets posted their fourth 
straight double-digit win 
of the playoffs.

Houston will try to ex-
tend their series lead when 
they host game two on 
Wednesday.

LeBron carries Cavaliers 
past Pacers in Game 7

LeBron James wasn’t 
ready to go home or to 
Philadelphia or Los An-
geles.

He’s heading to Toron-
to, bringing a Cavaliers 
team that isn’t done yet.

Unwilling to sit despite 
battling leg cramps in the 

D i m a p u r,  A p r i l  3 0 
(EMN):The National Ri-
fle Association of India 
(NRAI) has given approval 
to Hito Swu of the Naga-
land Rifle Association to 
participate in the 49th 
Grand Prix of Liberation 
Pilsen of Czech Republic 
from May 2 to the 7th, 
followed by participation 
in the 12th International 
Shooting Competition of 
Hannover in Germany 
from May 7 to the 14th.

 The information was 
stated in a press note that 
was issued by the Naga-
land Rifle Association on 
Monday stating that the 
'order' was valid up to 
May 30. 

Pune, April 30 (PTI): 
Shane Watson and M S 
Dhoni scored scintillating 
half-centuries to set up a 
13-run win over Delhi 
Daredevils here tonight, 
taking the two-time IPL 
champions closer to a 
play-off berth. 

Watson (78 off 40) and 
Dhoni (51* off 22) gave a 
masterclass in power hit-
ting to fire Super Kings to 
211 for four after Dare-
devils opted to field on a 
good batting surface.

Needing more than 
10 an over put score-
board pressure on the 
visitors and they wilted 
under pressure. Rishabh 
Pant (79 off 45) and Vi-
jay Shankar (51* off 31) 
ensured Daredevils get 
closer to the target but it 
was not enough as they 
ended at 198 for five.

Super Kings pacer 
Lungi Ngidi impressed 
on his IPL debut, ending 
with figures of one for 26 
in four overs. 

It was Delhi's sixth 
loss in eight games and 

second half, James scored 
45 points and got some 
much-needed help from 
his teammates in Game 
7 to stay unbeaten in the 
opening round of the NBA 
playoffs, leading the Cava-
liers to a 105-101 win on 
Sunday over the Indiana 
Pacers, who pushed the 
game’s best player to the 
breaking point.

Following the game, an 
exhausted James said the 
series took a physical toll.

“I’m burnt right now,” 
he said. “I’m not thinking 
about Toronto right now 
until tomorrow. I’m ready 
to go home. Can we? I’m 
tired. I want to go home.”

James added nine re-
bounds, seven assists and 
played over 43 minutes 
while improving to 13-0 
in the first round. He kept 
Cleveland’s strange season 
alive — for the time being 
— but it took everything 
the 33-year-old and the 
Cavs had to hold off the 
Pacers, who came in con-
fident after a 34-point win 
in Game 6.

But James, who at times 
seemed to be playing the 
Pacers by himself in the 
series, pulled the Cavs back 
from the brink of elimina-
tion and at least delayed 
any more talk about im-
pending free agency. The 
Cavs will open the confer-
ence semifinals on Tuesday 
at top-seeded Toronto.

A loss would not only 
have ended the Cavs’ sea-
son earlier than expected 
and their reign as three-
time conference champs, 
but it would have pushed 
James closer to free agency. 
He’s expected to opt out 
of his contract in July to 
test the market, and there’s 
already a line of teams 
stretching from Philly to 
L.A. looking to sign the 
three-time champion.

His stay in Cleveland 
isn’t quite complete. (AP)

now they are all but out of 
the play-off race. With a 
sixth win in eight games, 
CSK further consolidated 
their position at the top 
of the points table. They 
are tied on 12 points with 
Sunrisers Hyderabad.

Delhi kept losing wick-
ets in the chase and at 74 
for four in ninth over, it 

was all over for them. 
Dhoni made as many 

four changes in the play-
ing eleven, bringing in 
du Plessis, Karn Sharma, 
Ngidi and young Kerala 
pacer KM Asif. Daredevils 
on the other hand did not 
make any changes after 
the win against KKR at 
home.

Basketball Association, 
unwound the association’s 
banner as part of sym-
bolic gestures marking the 
launch of the association. 
He encouraged the players 
to be passionate about the 

opportunities they will be 
coming across.

A team of ten players 
under the age of 18 years 
was selected.

 The association has 
been training the team 

for the past one month as 
part of preparations for 
the nationals. 

The team compris-
es also Rajan Nayak the 
coach and Tiameren Amri 
the team's manager.


