
Plastic waste collected from Doyang area in Wokha. 
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Should India acknowledge the 
atrocities it caused on Nagas?

No solution without transfer 
of Naga lands – Untaba

PM summons Tripura CM 
over controversial statements

All villages in India connected with electricity – Modi

One more week of power 
outages for five upper districts

Turning Nagaland’s plastic waste into durable roads
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 27° 18°

Agartala 30° 23°

Gangtok 20° 12°

Guwahati 30° 20°

Imphal 27° 18°

Itanagar 25° 18°

Shillong 19° 14°

Delhi 41° 28°

Kolkata 32° 25°

Chennai 38° 30°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 20° 14°
DIMAPUR 27° 19°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 6mm 75%
DIMAPUR 12mm 95%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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You can't wait for 
inspiration. You have to 

go after it with a club. 

~ Jack London

American heavy metal band Queensryche performs during their debut gig in India at Ukhrul, a hill town in Manipur on Sunday. (Report in page 10)

Metal in the hills
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IPL: Sunrisers beat Royals to 
claim top spot |  P12

Kim offers to close nuclear test site 
in May, invite US experts  |  P9

Being born as woman a huge 
award for Sushmita  |  P10

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, April 29 (EMN): 
‘Should India acknowledge 
and apologise for the atroci-
ties inflicted upon the Na-
gas? Yes, because Nagas 
were treated as if they were, 
and are, secessionists. Only 
secessionists can be treated 
in the way India treated the 
Nagas’. This was a statement 
made by peace activist and 
member of the Forum for 
Naga Reconciliation (FNR), 
Niketu Iralu.

He was responding to 
a query raised by a Kohi-
ma based journalist, Vibi 
Yhokha during a recent 
public interaction initiated 
by the FNR in Kohima as 
part of the forum’s ‘Walking 
the Naga Day’ series, on 
whether the FNR in its quest 
for reconciliation could to 
get India to acknowledge 
the atrocities that have hap-
pened over the years. Part 
of the day’s discussion ex-
plored the potentials for a 
true reconciliation, not just 
within the Naga family, but 
beyond, in the concept of 
overall healing and opening 
a path for walking together 
and to fully embrace the 
future.

The journalist pointed 
out that Indo-Naga peace 
talks that have been going 
on were all about ‘Naga in-
dependence and recognis-

ing the unique identity of 
the Nagas’ but never about 
acknowledging the atroci-
ties that were committed 
upon the Naga people by 
the Indian armed forces.

Iralu explained that Na-
gas are not secessionists 
because they have made it 
very clear in their declara-
tion to the Simon Com-
mission in 1929 that the 
Nagas, as a people, would 
decide their own future. 
This was reaffirmed on 14 
August 1947, a day before 
India gained independence. 
However, he pointed out, 
India came in and treated 
the Nagas as though they 
had agreed to be part of In-
dia and then tried to secede 
from that agreement.

“The younger genera-
tion must understand this...
The people of India must 
know this: Nagas are not 
against India. Nagas are not 
anti-India...Indians were 
not around when the Brit-
ish came. Nobody was here, 
thus, we have decided to 
become a nation. So, to treat 
us as if we are secessionists 
like other groups in India.... 
I think that is why we say 
India should apologise to 
us. If we can get India to 
apologise on that issue, our 
political status will become 
very clear and the people of 
India will understand more 

and more why the Nagas 
have put up such a furious 
fight,” Iralu stated.

Amplifying the point 
that India needs to acknowl-
edge and apologise to the 
Nagas, academician and 
FNR member Visier Sanyu 
said this was a historical 
process which imperial 
powers are made to under-
stand the wrongs they have 
done. Recalling instances in 
the history of other nations 
and communities across 
the world including the Aus-
tralian national apology to 
the Aborigines in 2008 (after 
200 years) for overall heal-
ing,  he said the government 
of India at the moment was 
not likely to acknowledge it 
but the Nagas have the right 
to an apology. He held that 
it was very important that 
the educated Nagas have 
to keep fighting until India 
apologises and some resti-
tution is given for the lives 
and the villages they have 
burned down.

FNR convener Rev. Dr. 
Wati Aier, in a practical note, 
said Nagaland statehood 
came about after many 
years of struggle and the 
people behind the state-
hood had not been pre-
pared for the outcome. He 
recalled that every agree-
ment had resulted in an 
outburst of violence and 

militarism was unleashed 
in the state. Although many 
people did not like or accept 
the coming of the state-
hood, but the paradox is, 
he pointed out, many are 
enjoying the benefits of 
statehood. 

Now, at a point when 
another agreement is in 
the offing, the FNR leader 
appealed to the people not 
to make the same mistakes 
that were made before. 
“Whether we like it or not, 
changes will come. So many 
of us may not like what is in 
the future, but in the proc-
ess, we will become part of 
the system,” he said.

Towards this end, he 
said the FNR’s stand was 
that, whatever may come, 
Nagas must become one. 
“The most important thing 
is, we need to emotionally 
integrate ourselves,” he as-
serted.

Mention may be made 
here that the ravages of 
statehood and militarism 
have left the Naga people in 
a bitter and dim backdrop, 
traces of which, can still be 
found in heaps in many ar-
eas. Even in the state capital 
Kohima, the way of life is 
still typical of those trouble-
torn days, with shops in 
the main town rushing to 
close by five o’clock in the 
evening till today. 

Dimapur, April 29 (EMN): 
The United Naga Tribes As-
sociation on Border Areas 
(Untaba) has asserted that 
the ‘fact of the Naga political 
issue is the inalienable rights 
of the Naga people over its 
lands unilaterally allowed 
to be occupied by Assam by 
the government of India in 
spite of political agreements 
made with the Naga people: 
9-Point Agreement/Hydari 
Ali Agreement as well as the 
10-Point Agreement’.

The group issued a press 
release on Sunday stating 
that “these agreements 
envisages (sic) the right to 
transfer back all the Naga 
traditional and ancestral 
lands under illegal occu-
pation of Assam to Naga 
people roughly covering 
an area of 4974.16 square 
miles, the boundary of which 
starts from the tri-junction 
of Kachar, Khasi and Jaintia 
boundary and Nowgong dis-
trict at Kopili river in the west 
and goes up northward from 
headlamp to headlamp up to 
the source of Kaliani river, a 
few kilometres downstream 
from its conjunction with 
Doyang river and from there 
by a triangular posts up to 
Ladaigarh Bund which goes 
up to Boridihing river divid-
ing the Naga Hills to the east”.  

In the south, it added, is 
Cachar (Dima Hasao) dis-
trict of Kopili river and its 

conjunction with Barak river 
flowing down the Hills of 
Manipur. “This is the crux of 
the matter of the emergence 
of Naga political struggle. 
Nothing more, nothing less.”

Referring to the recent 
news report in The Indian 
Express, the association stat-
ed that ‘any political agree-
ment between the negotiat-
ing parties without settling 
the crux of the issue can 
never be a final solution to 
the protracted Indo-Naga 
political problem’. 

“We firmly believe that 
the negotiating parties are 
well aware of the fact that 
unless the crux of the issue 
is settled in its right per-
spective, it may be specu-
lated that the land between 
Brahmaputra valley and the 
Naga country may become a 
new ‘Middle-East’ between 
the Indian sub-continent 
and south-east Asian sub-
continent. 

“The ongoing political 
talk is between Naga people 
and the GoI and not with the 
people of Manipur or with 
Arunachal. This fact had to 
be underscore by the power 
that be in Manipur, Arunach-
al and Assam. The GoI may 
also therefore be advised 
to be extremely cautious in 
allowing its functionaries to 
express their so called ‘tangi-
ble’ solutions on the ongoing 
Indo-Naga political talk.” 

Guwahati, April 29 (IANS): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has summoned Tripu-
ra Chief Minister Biplab 
Kumar Deb over his contro-
versial statements.

A senior BJP leader on 
Sunday said Deb has been 
summoned to meet Modi 
and BJP President Amit 
Shah on May 2 in the na-
tional capital. Deb, who 
took charge of Tripura last 
month, has made several 
remarks which have been 
triggered widespread criti-
cism.

He had stated that the 
Internet and satellite com-

Ne w  De l h i , Ap r i l  2 9 
(IANS): All villages in India 
have now been connect-
ed with electricity, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
announced on Sunday.

On Saturday evening, 

Leisang village in Ma-
nipur's Senapati district 
became the last village to 
be connected to the na-
tional power grid. As per 
official data, there were 
18,452 villages without 

electricity in the country 
at the time of Modi's tak-
ing office in May 2014.  
"Electricity reached all In-
dian villages on Saturday," 
Modi said in a tweet. 

"Yesterday, we fulfilled 

Dimapur, April 29 (EMN): The department of power 
has informed that maintenance works being carried 
out at 132/66/33KV Aolichen sub-station in Mokokc-
hung will continue for another week i.e from April 30 
to May 5th. 

A press release from the department on Sunday 
informed that ‘all the out-going feeders (132KV & 
66KV) emanating from the sub-station will be required 
to take shutdown occasionally’. “As such, consum-
ers under Tuensang, Mon, Zunheboto and Longleng 
district and also Changtongya and Tuli area under 
Mokokchung district may experience power outages 
during such time. Therefore, affected consumers are 
requested to kindly bear with the inconvenience.” 

S. Henlly Phom 
Dimapur, April 29 (EMN): 
The use of plastic has be-
come a primary feature of 
our lives today but it carries 
with it disadvantages if we 
are not responsible with 
the use of plastic. A govern-
ment order in November 
2015 made it mandatory for 
all road developers in the 
country to use plastic waste 
along with bituminous mix-
es for road construction to 
help overcome the growing 
problem of plastic waste 
disposal in India. 

The idea for plastic road 
was developed by Professor 
Rajagopalan Vasudevan, 
Professor of Chemistry at 
Thiagarajar College of En-
gineering, Madurai in 2002 
who came to be known 
as the ‘Plastic Man’ of In-
dia. The environmentally 
friendly approach of plastic 
road was first experimented 
by the Nagaland Pollution 
Control Board (NPCB) in 
2009 in Dimapur at its office 
premises. 

The plastic road project 
finally took the plunge 
and was activated by the 
team: Living for Environ-
ment (LiFE), an organisa-
tion started on December 

22, 2017 by like-minded 
youth who want to protect, 
conserve and preserve the 
environment with the en-
deavour to act and create 
awareness before it’s too 
late, considering the grow-
ing problems of plastic litter 
in the state and poor road 
condition. 

LiFE’s first plastic road 
project was executed on 
said day when the team 
managed to blacktop a por-
tion of DMC office com-
pound. And it was on this 
day, the Dimapur Munici-
pal Council (DMC) admin-
istrator Moa Sangtam an-
nounced “whenever DMC 
constructs road we will use 
plastic waste.” The project 
was taken up with the as-
sistance of DMC and NPCB. 

Makennaro Aier, the 
secretary of the organisa-
tion LiFE, in a conversation 
with Eastern Mirror said the 
team launched the project 
‘as in our everyday lives we 
deal with waste, especially 
plastic waste and the team 
were trying to look for solu-
tion, and not problem with 
plastic waste’.  

"The concept of plastic 
roads was first introduced 
in India in 2002 by profes-

Yay! I'm going to Assam to buy 
"petrol"... I might be late ok 
since there'll a lot of cars.

~ Arien

sor Vasudevan which was 
then borrowed by other 
countries as well and we got 
in touch with him for more 
details for our project", 
said Aier. Also she main-
tained that Nagaland is the 
first state in Northeast to 
embrace the use of plastic 
waste for road construc-
tion. 

Earlier this year, LiFE 

undertook the 'Clean Doy-
ang Project' which was not 
fruitful. The team acknowl-
edged that they were not 
prepared to be received by 
loads of waste accumulated 
over the years at Doyang 
and in view of that they 
took just one truck along 
with them which was not 
enough to carry the waste.

Dissatisfied with the 

result, Aier opined that to 
make Doyang clean the 
project needs to be one 
where the civil society, au-
thorities, and the locals 
come together and join the 
service. She acknowledged 
that the team during their 
trip at Doyang missed out 
on disseminating aware-
ness and prior information 
beforehand. "We need to 

come together to preserve 
and protect our natural 
heritage," Aier shared.

"Making use of plastic is 
not only cost-effective and 
all-weather durable but it is 
a brilliant way of disposing 
our plastic waste which is 
hazardous to our environ-
ment. Everyone is talking 
about Swachh Bharat but 
people have no idea what 
to do with the plastic waste 
which is also polluting the 
environment," she pointed 
out.  Also, she observed 
that most of the wastages 
come from households and 
public gatherings but waste 
management and segrega-
tion are not being practised 
at home.

LiFE team suggested 
if the public can collect 
or segregate plastic waste 
and contact them it will be 
assistance to the team for 
their project and a win-win 
situation for all.

Another concern they 
face in their project is the 
non-availability of mini 
hot-mix plant which pro-
duces homogeneous mix 
of hot aggregate and molten 
bitumen in batches at equal 
intervals. "The ideal re-
quired temperature is 160-

170 which can be achieved 
only with the mini hot-mix 
plant. However we are man-
aging with firewood which 
is not convenient," lament-
ed Aier.  

The first plastic road in 
public area after DMC of-
fice was completed at Dun-
can Basti in Dimapur meas-
uring an area of 150x30 ft. 
This project was under-
taken with assistance from 
DMC and proprietor of Vipe 
Enterprise, Among Imkong. 
Another was in Mokokc-
hung district measuring 
70x12 ft which was spon-
sored by an unnamed in-
dividual and supervised by 
PWD (National Highways) 
Mokokchung division. 

LiFE is engaged at an-
other plastic road project at 
Padampukuri in Dimapur 
and they plans to introduce 
the project in Kohima as 
well as other districts as part 
of their endeavour to push 
the idea of plastic roads and 
transform Nagaland into 
a plastic-free state while 
providing good roads at the 
same time.   

The team hopes that 
the government as well as 
contractors implement the 
idea of plastic roads. 

munication existed during 
the Mahabharata era. He also 
questioned the crowning of 
Diana Hayden as Miss World 
in 1997. The Chief Minister also 
stated that mechanical engi-
neers should not opt for civil 
services, but civil engineers 
should.

He has also asked the edu-
cated youth to set up paan 
shops instead of running after 
political parties to get govern-
ment jobs. He also asked youth 
to explore a career in the dairy 
field and keep cows.

"Senior party leaders are 
miffed over the controversies 
triggered by Deb's statements. 
Deb is just saying anything and 
everything. Modi will talk to 
him," said a senior party leader 
on Sunday.

Mirror Takes

a commitment due to 
which the lives of sev-
eral Indians will be trans-
formed forever!," he said 
in another tweet. 

The work of bringing 
power to India's nearly 
6 lakh villages had been 
undertaken under the 
government's Deen Day-
al Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti 
Yojana.  As per govern-
ment data, 1,236 villages 
are uninhabited and 35 
have been notified as 
grazing reserves.

T h e  g ov e r n m e n t 
has set the next target 
of providing electric-
ity connections to over 
4 crore rural and urban 
households by March 
2019 under the Pradhan 
Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har 
Ghar Yojana (Saubhagya) 
initiative.



Major changes afoot in state’s BJP Community forest nurseries come 
up in Tseminyu, Chiephobozou 

Citizens learn how to turn waste into ‘gold’ 

Atma takes 
farmers to 
Assam

Wokha paints for the cause of road safety

Residents of Wokha voluntarily repair road Gram Swaraj 
Abhiyan at Shaki 

Units support NSSATA’s demand for RoP Jalukie youths call for peace 
after physical assault Learn multiple skills to fit modern 

industries, Meluri students told 
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Resource persons with participants of the career guidance event that was conducted on April 28 at Meluri in Phek district.

Volunteers work on a patch of road in Wokha town on Saturday.

Organisers and participants of a National Road Safety Week-themed painting competition that was conducted in Wokha on Saturday.

Forest officers of Kohima district and members of a local community in front of a community nursery at 
Nachama village on April 27.

Former BJP president Murli Manohar Joshi, left, and Ananta Mishra in New Delhi.

Dimapur, April 29 (EMN): 
Following the recent success 
of  the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) during the 
13th Nagaland Legislative 
A s s e m b ly  e l e c t i o n s , 
major  changes in the 
organisational set-up of the 
party are expected as part of  
strengthening it. 

This apparently was the 
central issue of  the recent 
visit of  Ananta Mishra, 
secretary for organisation, 
t o  t h e  p a r t y ’s  D e l h i 
headquarter during April 
22-26.

 During the visit, he met 
with the party’s president 
Amit  Shah,  Nat ional 
General Secretary (org.) 
Ramlal, and minister of state 
for Home Kiren Rijiju, also 
the in-charge for Nagaland. 

A press release from the 
party’s media cell stated that 
Ananta Mishra submitted 
reports about the party’s 
activities during the recently 
concluded elections in 
Nagaland. 

The organisat ion’s 
central leaders reportedly 
were ‘satisfied’ with state 
unit’s performance. 

As directed by the 

party’s high command, the 
state’s unit has decided to 
organise a training camp for 
legislators, and unit workers 
soon.

Mishra also met with 
former prime minister 
and the first BJP national 
pres ident  Atal  Bihari 
Va jpayee  and  for mer 

national BJP president 
Murli Manohar Joshi.

Recalling the past, Murli 
Manohar Joshi reportedly 
said that in the old days 
in 1985, the entry of  the 
BJP in the state faced stiff  
opposition. 

He  added  tha t  he 
managed to plant a ‘few 
activities with handful of  
workers and stayed four days 
in Kohima.’  

“Today, the victory 
of  BJP in the state speaks 
volume that the people of this 
region needs development 
through a national party 
like BJP,” the statement said, 
quoting Joshi. 

While congratulating 
and appreciating the people 
of  Nagaland in general 
and the party’s workers 
and members for bringing 
victory to the party, Joshi 
recalled the ‘immense 
contribution of PB Acharya, 
then in charge of the BJP for 
Northeast. Present governor 
of Nagaland.

Dimapur, April 29 (EMN): 
Community forest nurseries 
have been established in 
six villages of  Tseminyu 
and Chiephobozou ranges 
n a m e ly  Ts o n s a ,  n ew 
Tesephenyu, Nachama, 
Touphema, Chiechama, and 
Phezha on April 27. A press 
release on Sunday informed 
about the programme. 

During the event, the 
divisional forest officer of  
Kohima Rongsenlemla 
Imchen spoke about the 
importance of raising local 
species in the nurseries for 
sustainable maintenance. 
She said that the nurseries 
were established by the 

community as part of  a 
Forest Development Agency 
scheme.

 F u r t h e r,  I m c h e n 
said that it was to act as a 
‘seedling base’ for plantation 
at the project sites for the 
current planting season 
as well as for community 
conservation activities in the 
village. 

The nurseries have 
been established in most 
of  the villages of  Kohima 
district, and specifically 
in the Chiephobozou and 
Tseminyu ranges, during the 
current season. 

The nurseries were 
established with the objective 

to minimize pressure on 
seedling requirement from 
range nurseries. 

This would also ‘dodge 
sapling casualty during 
transportation and bank 
time for the public,’ the 
updates informed.

T h e  c o m m u n i t i e s 
assured that they will put all 
efforts to raise and maintain 
the plantation, and to abide 
by the rules of conservation 
in action and spirit.

 T h e  d e p a r t m e n t 
appreciated the efforts of  
the community for their 
cooperation with regard to 
forests and environmental 
conservation. 

Dimapur, April 29 (EMN): The Dimapur 
Municipal Council (DMC) and a local 
capacity building group, the Pro Rural 
group, conducted a training programme 
on household-level composting, besides 
distributing materials for kitchen waste-
composting, for residents of  Sematilla 
colony in Dimapur.
 The materials were distributed in the 
colony’s council hall on April 27.

The DMC and Pro Rural, a youth 
led organisation in Dimapur, took steps 
to improving solid waste management in 
Dimapur. 

They demonstrated the use of  waste 
handling materials during the event. 

Members of Pro Rural explained to the 

residents that biodegradable waste must 
be separated in a container that has been 
provided, after which they are to sprinkle 
a powder agent (also provided) and cover 
the container with a plank of wood to help 
retain moisture and heat.

Every few days the biodegradable waste 
can be poured into the container, with the 
powder added to it. 

They may continue with the procedure, 
the Pro Rural team explained. 

The water that is accumulated from 
out of the waste in the container can then 
be used to water plants, clean drains, and 
kitchen sinks. 

The waste can then be used as garden 
manure, the residents were told.

D i m a p u r,  A p r i l  2 9 
(EMN): The Agriculture 
Technology Management 
Agency (Atma) of Phek in 
collaboration with the Krishi 
Vigyan Kendra (KVK) of  
Kamrup in Assam hosted 
a visit of farmers to Assam 
from April 25 to the 27th. 
The visiting team was led by 
deputy project director for 
the Atma of Phek Dr. Keviu 
Shuya. 15 farmers and four 
officials took part in the 
tour, updates on Sunday 
informing about the visit 
stated. During the event, the 
programme assistant for the 
KVK of  Kamrup Dr. SC 
Kalita spoke about ongoing 
activities and the areas of  
interest, it was informed. 

The team visited a dairy 
farm at Rangamati; dairy 
and ‘goatery’ at Maguspara; 
a poultry farm at Maguspara, 
and a composite farm at 
Dharampara. The team 
also toured a medicinal 
plant unit, a multi-storeyed 
cropping system, a vermi-
composting unit, a piggery, 
a crop sequence farm, a 
fodder production unit, a 
seedless lemon farm, and 
orchards among others, it 
was informed.

Our Correspondent
Wokha, April 29:A group 
of  philanthropic residents 
from Wokha town’s ward-4 
have commenced working 
on a yearlong plan of ‘white 
topping’ an entire stretch of  
a road in their area through 
every household’s financial 

and physical contribution.  
The g roup consis t  of  
residents from Midland, 
Suren, and New colony in 
the town.

More than 60 volunteers 
were seen contributing 
their effort to said work on 
Saturday. A 95 years old 

citizen Khochamo Ngullie 
was the oldest among the 
volunteers. 

It was informed that 
the residents of  ward-4 
had been working from the 
past years repairing and 
maintaining the road on 
their own.

Dimapur, April 29 (EMN):  
A ‘Gram Swaraj Abhiyaan’  
programme was organised by 
the Rural Development and 
Power departments at Shaki 
village of Wozhuro block in 
Wokha district on April 28.

According to updates  
from the DPRO, deputy 
secretary & nodal officer, 
Ministry of  Home Affairs, 
Sunil Pant, who was present 
in the programme held at 
community hall in Shaki 
village, said that the main 
objective of  the campaign 
was to find ways to improve   
quality of life and eradicate 
rural poverty for the overall 
social and economic well-
being of the rural people. 

During an interaction 
with participants, Pant 
enquired about their living 
conditions and whether the 
programme was benefiting 
them. The official  is said to 
have been ‘impressed’  by 
the clean environment in and 
around the village.

Also, project director  
Thungdeno Mozhui stressed 
on the importance of opening 
bank accounts. She   reminded 
that no cash transactions can 
be made to  beneficiaries 
without a bank account.

Dimapur, April 29 (EMN):  The 
Kohima unit of  the Nagaland Sarva 
Shiksha Abhiyan Teachers’ Association 
(NSSATA) has expressed full support to 
the three-point ultimatum issued by their 
parent organisation. A press release from 
the association has asked all its members 
to be ‘mentally and physically prepared 
for any action as and when required.’

Also, its Kiphire unit has expressed 
solidarity with the NSSATA’s demands. 
The demands included 7th Revision of  
Pay, regular payment of salaries from the 
state’s Non-plan budget, and release of  
pending salaries with the 7 ROP. A press 
release from the association on Sunday 
informed about the decision.  

The association has expressed 
distress at the ‘casual attitude’ shown by 
the state government to the issues raised 

by the SSA teachers. 
‘Any attempt by the government to 

improve the teacher’s performance in 
schools will not bear fruits if  teacher’s 
job satisfaction is not taken into 
account,’ the press release asserted. 
The association has questioned the 
government’s ‘indifferent response in 
handling SSA grievances which acts 
as determinant factors affecting job 
satisfaction and performance of  the 
teachers.’

The association lamented further 
that any kind of  protest by teachers 
will severely affect routine functioning 
of  government schools. The group has 
appealed to its members to be ‘ready 
to undertake democratic protest’ if  the 
authorities fail to act on the group’s 
demands.

Dimapur, April 29 (EMN): The 
Jalukie Town Youth Organization 
has strongly condemned what it 
alleged was physical assault meted 
out to one Kulimbe by a group of  
people from Mbaupungwa on 
Jan. 26 at his residence in Jalukie 
town of Peren district.

The organisation the act 
calling it ‘intimidation’ within 
their jurisdiction. 

Nonetheless, a press release 
from the organisation’s president 
and general  secretar y has 
appealed to both the parties not to 
disturb the peaceful environment 
and society at large in future but 
to amicably settle the matter.

Dimapur, April 29 (EMN): 
Students at Meluri in Phek 
district are being given 
lessons in the hard dynamics 
of  modern industries. 
During a recent career 
guidance programme they 
were given this industrial 
truism: The world is a world 
of skill-based opportunities. 
You need to develop not just 
a skill, but multiple skills, to 
fit into various careers. 

The  gu idance  and 
counselling cell of  the State 
Council of  Educational 
Research and Training 
(SCERT) organised a 
daylong career conference 
on April 28 at Meluri 
village’s council hall, in 
Phek. A press release from 
the centre informed about 
the event on Sunday. 

The primary objective 
of  the conference was to 

create an opportunity for 
students to interact with 
professionals, updates 
informed. It was aimed at 
helping students in making 
a judicious decision about 
their future careers, it stated. 

The resource persons 
for the event were Dr. 
Zavise Rume, associate 
professor of  the SCERT; 
Benjamin Longkap, sub 
divisional officer (Civil) of  
Meluri; Jackson Ngouri, 
a junior engineer of  the 
Public Works department; 
and Jievitho Nyuthe, state 
coordinator for a group 
called, North East Career 
Club. 

The resource persons 
gave to the gathering 
g u i d a n c e  a b o u t  t h e 
a c a d e m i c s  b e s i d e s 
offering ‘skill-based career 
opportunities in the modern 

world of work’; civil services 
examinations preparations; 
identifying one’s abilities, 
interest, and aptitude, the 
updates informed. 

During the interactive 
session, the students at 
the event raised several 
quest ions  and sought 
clarification for doubts, it 
was informed. 

The resource persons 
‘explored every possibility 
in finding out emerging 
careers that are highly job-
oriented and employable 
in the present world,’ 
according to the updates. 
The par ticipants were 
then taught about how to 
develop multiple skills in 
order to help them fit into 
various skill-based career 
opportunities. 

Further, the participants 
were  in for med about 

various methods of  study 
that they can adopt in 
school or college. They 
were also taught about the 
need to learn mathematics 
and science from which 
they can opt for technical 
courses of  study such as 
medicine, paramedical, and 
engineering.  

Around 500 secondary 
and higher secondary 
students from various 
schools participated at the 
seminar. 

The event was first of its 
kind in Meluri, the updates 
said. 

The participants have 
requested the SCERT to 
organise more of  such 
programmes in future 
to help students in their 
academics and in helping 
them take career decisions, 
the updates stated. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Wokha, April 29 (EMN):A painting 
competition marking the 29th National 
Road Safety Week was conducted 
by the establishment of  the police 
superintendent of  Wokha in Wokha 
town on Saturday.

The competition was organized by 
the district executive force. 38 students 
from ten schools participated in the 
competition, which has two categories: 
20 students in junior level (class-2 to 7) 
and 18 students in the senior level (class 
8 to 10).

The panel  of  judges for the 
competition were Thungbemo Murry, 

self-taught professional artist; Zuben of  
the DPRO; Anito, traffic in-charge of  
Wokha; and Yenrothung Odyuo, vice 
president of the Lotha Students’ Union. 

The competition was judged on 
interpretation and clarity of the theme, 
and creativity and originality.

A cash prize of INR 5000, INR 3000, 
and INR 2000 were awarded to the first, 
second, and the third prize winners in 
that order, along with sketch books and 
certificates. The police superintendent 
of Wokha Bharat Laxman Markad said 
during the event that “around 1.5 lakhs 
people die every year in road accidents 
which not only result to loss of life but 

loss of property and materials.”
 He opined that proper education and 

sensitization was required that ‘such kind 
of tragedies’ can be reduced at least. 

Markad appealed to the participants 
to be ambassadors of  road safety by 
spreading the message of responsibility 
to their friends and neighbours. 

He added that the event should not 
only be a one-day affair but a lifelong 
commitment to safety on the road and 
safer roads.

Caption: Organisers and participants 
of  the National Road Safety Week-
themed painting competition that was 
conducted in Wokha on Saturday.
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Agartala, April 29 (IANS): The 
Rohingya influx from Myanmar 
to Bangladesh is a serious com-
mon security challenge for the 
entire region, Indian High Com-
missioner to Bangladesh, Harsh 
Vardhan Shringla said here.

“Rohingya influx from Ra-
khine state of Myanmar to Bang-
ladesh is a serious and common 
security challenge not only for 
Bangladesh but for the entire re-
gion,” Shringla told IANS during 
an interview.

“Bangladesh has engaged 
itself to address the issue. They 
have taken up the issue with the 
UN. The Bangladesh govern-
ment is also working through 
multilateral agencies besides 
bilateral negotiations with My-
anmar.

“Bangladesh and Myanmar 
signed an agreement to repatri-
ate the Rohingya Muslims. This 
is a humanitarian crisis even 
though the issue posed a com-
mon security challenge not only 
for Bangladesh but for all the 
countries of the region.”

Over 1.15 million registered 
Rohingya have been residing in 
the south-eastern part of Bang-

ladesh, known as the Cox’s Bazar 
region, after they fled Rakhine to 
escape a military crackdown on 
their villages last August.

To a question about extrem-
ist activities in Bangladesh, the 
visiting Indian envoy said that 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 
pursued a zero tolerance policy 
on terrorism.

“After the terror attack in 
Dhaka’s Holey Artisan Bakery 
cafe in July 2016, law and or-
der agencies have been active 
against terror activities. No ma-
jor incident has taken place 
since. The issue cannot be re-
solved overnight. This is a con-
tinuous process,” Shringla said.

The High Commissioner 
came here on Thursday and held 
a series of meetings with Tripura 
Chief Minister Biplab Kumar 
Deb, Governor Tathagata Roy 
and other senior officials.

The visiting diplomat during 
his meeting with Deb discussed 
various issues like connectivity, 
people to people contact, has-
sle free movement of Indians 
to Bangladesh, trade and eco-
nomic activities.

The Indian envoy said that 

Bangladesh has been promot-
ing peace and security not only 
within its territory but ensuring 
regional and international peace 
and security.

About China’s rising coop-
eration with Bangladesh and in-
vestment in Dhaka, the diplomat 
said that India’s relations with 
Bangladesh were enduring and 
sustainable.

“India’s relationship and 
partnership with Bangladesh 
was based on cooperation, mu-
tuality of benefit and respect 
for each other. People to peo-
ple contact is very important,” 
Shringla said.

The High Commissioner 
said that 111 agreements have 
been signed between India and 
Bangladesh in the last ten years 
in different sectors. India has 
given $8 billion in three Lines of 
Credit to Bangladesh.

According to the envoy, total 
trade between the two countries 
in 2016-17 was $7.5 billion while 
$3.3 billion worth Indian invest-
ment proposals are registered 
with the Bangladesh govern-
ment.

He said that India is currently 

supplying 660 MW of power to 
Bangladesh from West Bengal 
and Tripura.

India has spent Rs 19.14 
crore to create the infrastructure 
for the third International Inter-
net Gateway in Agartala to get 
the 10 gigabit bandwidth from 
Bangladesh Submarine Cable 
Company Limited. 

For this, an optical fibre cable 
link has been established be-
tween Akhaura (along Agartala) 
and Cox’s Bazar in Bangladesh.

Regarding the 2019 Bangla-
desh parliamentary elections 
next year, the Indian envoy said 
it was the country’s internal mat-
ter. “Bangladesh has a vibrant 
democracy like ours. The coun-
try is holding periodic elections. 
We look forward to a very free 
and fair process of election in 
Bangladesh.”

He said that India-Bangla-
desh relations were based on 
common history, language, cul-
ture besides a common border 
of over 4000 km.

“Today we are enjoying the 
best ever relations. During the 
past 10 years, relations have 
improved enormously. Coop-

eration, friendship and partner-
ship are beneficial for both the 
countries.

“The countries have invested 
significantly to develop infra-
structure along the borders to 
promote trade among the two 
neighbours. The border infra-
structure is being further de-
veloped to enhance trade and 
economic activities between the 
two nations.

“Currently 36 land customs 
stations (LCS) are operational 
along the India-Bangladesh bor-
der. Further upgradations were 
being done along the Assam, 
Meghalaya, Tripura besides West 
Bengal borders,” he added.

Shringla said that to further 
improve the ongoing bus serv-
ices between Dhaka, Kolkata, 
Agartala, Shillong and Guwahati, 
more steps would be taken to 
make the bus services more ef-
fective as it is inexpensive for 
people of both the countries. 

Five Indian states - West Ben-
gal (2,216 km), Tripura (856 km), 
Meghalaya (443 km), Mizoram 
(318 km) and Assam (263 km) 
share the 4,096-km border with 
Bangladesh.

Aizawl, April 29 (PTI): The BJP is all set to rule the 
Chakma Autonomous District Council (CADC) in 
Mizoram with the support of six Congress members 
after the election threw a fractured mandate, a top 
state BJP leader said.

The CADC is an autonomous council for ethnic 
Chakma people living in South-Western Mizoram 
bordering Bangladesh and Myanmar.

Joining of hands by traditional rivals, the BJP and 
the Congress, is an interesting political event.

The BJP leader said the saffron party, with five 
members in the CADC, would head the district coun-
cil formed under the sixth schedule of the Constitu-
tion in 1972.

State Sports Minister and Congress leader Zodint-
luanga had said on April 25 that a post-poll alliance 
was forged after local leaders of both the parties 
reached an agreement, and this would not have any 
bearing in Delhi or in the coming election to the as-
sembly in the north eastern state.

BJP sources had, at that time, said the party may 
take action against its elected CADC members for 
forging the alliance with the Congress.

Later, the party leadership agreed to the tie-up 
after the six Congress members decided to join the 
coalition, the United Legislature party (ULP), as indi-
vidual members leaving their party identity behind, 
the BJP leader said.

The ULP has elected Santi Jiban Chakma of the BJP 
as its leader and the Congress’ Buddha Lila Chakma 
as deputy leader and the former is tipped to become 
the Chief Executive Member, the administrative head 
of the Council. Chakma has already staked claim to 
form the executive committee of the CADC and also 
met Governor Lt Gen Nirbhay Sharma to discuss the 
committee’s formation, he said.

The Council exercises legislative, executive and 
judicial powers over allotted departments within the 
territory of CADC.

Election to 20-member CADC on April 20 last had 
thrown a mixed result. While the Mizo National Front 
(MNF) bagged 8 seats, the Congress won 6 and the BJP 
5. Election to the Futuli seat was stayed by the Gauhati 
High Court.

Congress nominee from Futuli was earlier de-
clared as elected uncontested after the MNF candi-
date’s nomination was rejected during scrutiny. The 
high court stayed the Returning Officer’s decision after 
the MNF nominee challenged it. 

The MNF with eight seats was optimistic of form-
ing a coalition with the BJP, but rejected its demand 
of electing its member to become the chief executive 
member, party sources said.

Ne w  De l h i , Ap r i l  2 9 
(IANS): The CISF arrested 
a man and his woman 
accomplice at the Imphal 
Airport in Manipur on 
the charge of smuggling 
gold bars valued at Rs 45 
lakh by concealing them 
in their rectums, an official 
said on Sunday.

Krishan Kumar and 
Santosh were caught on 
Saturday afternoon. While 
Krishan was caught smug-
gling gold bars during a 
pre-embarkation secu-
rity check, Santosh was 
nabbed from an aircraft.  
Nine gold bars weighing 
around 1.5 kg were seized 
from them, Central Indus-
trial Security Force (CISF) 
Assistant Inspector Gen-
eral Hemendra Singh said. 

Krishan was supposed 
to travel from Imphal to 
Delhi by an Air Asia flight. 
After a scan showed the 
presence of metal bars in 
his body, Krishan admit-
ted during questioning 
that he was carrying gold 
in his rectum. Six gold bars 
weighing about 1 kg were 
seized from him.

Krishan also told CISF 
about Santosh carrying 
three gold bars in her body 
cavity. CISF officials then 
traced the woman to a 
flight and off-loaded her. 
Three bars weighing about 
500 gm were seized from 
her, the official said.

Both the accused along 
with the seized gold were 
handed over to customs 
officials.

Our Correspondent 
Ukhrul, April 29 (EMN): 
The five-day long Shirui 
Lily Festival of 2018 cul-
minated on Sat. April 28 at 
the TNL ground in Ukhrul 
in Manipur. The closing 
function was marked by 
dance performances in-
cluding from a troupe 
from Nagaland. 

Speaking as the chief 
guest of the closing cer-
emony, Minister Thogam 
Biswajit Singh urged the 
people of Manipur to take 
collective responsibly of 
preserving and protecting 

the state’s natural resourc-
es. He said, “Celebration 
of Shirui Lily festival 
has brought together. 
Through festival let us 
bridge the gap of mistrust 
and misunderstanding 
within us.” 

Singh emphasized on 
the importance of explor-
ing natural resources in 
the state. He urged the 
Central statistical authori-
ties besides the villag-
es of Ukhrul to support 
the government in the 
process. Ukhrul is rich 
in chromites and lime-

stone, he said adding 
that “Judicious utiliza-
tion will develop the state 
and will create employ-
ment opportunities for 
the youths.”

The president of the 
valedictory function Dr. 
Sapam Ranjan Singh 
urged the visitors to 
spread the message of 
the Shirui lily festival to 
promote tourism in the 
region. He said, “Ukhrul 
and its surrounding area 
(have) tourism poten-
tial, natural beauty, land-
scape...” 

Agartala, April 29 (PTI): 
Tripura Chief Minister Bi-
plab Kumar Deb today 
called for a change in 
mindset among the state’s 
youth and urged them to 
pursue entrepreneurship, 
instead of running after 
government jobs.

“The former com-
munist government here 
could not create a mindset 
for developing entrepre-
neurship for the youths, 
so they always ran after 
government jobs. I want 
youths to develop entre-
preneurship. Income does 

not mean they have to 
sit in a big building and 
work,” he told reporters 
here.

The BJP and its ally, the 
IPFT, last month scripted 
history to win a two-thirds 
majority in the 60-mem-
ber Tripura legislative as-
sembly, ending the 25-year 
reign of the Left Front led 
by the CPI(M).

“I told my officers that 
every officer has to ar-
range income for at least 
10 youths. Income can be 
generated by rearing cows, 
pigs or poultry birds. In-

come could be generated 
through Prime Minister”s 
Mudra Yojana for rural 
youths. Our target is to 
arrange income in three 
months time for 3,000 
youths,” he said at a press 
conference here.

Deb, however, de-
clined to comment on 
recent media reports say-
ing he has urged youths to 
open “paan shops” rather 
than chasing government 
jobs.

“I have nothing to 
comment. The media is 
my friend,” he said.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, April 29 (EMN): Assam Finance 
Minister Dr Himanta Biswa Sarma inau-
gurated various government buildings 
in Diphu on April 29 Sunday in presence 
of Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council 
(KAAC), Chief Executive Member (CEM), 
Tuliram Ronghang. 

The inauguration of office buildings 
includes new secretariat building of 
KAAC. 

The KAAC secretariat building was 
constructed under 13th Finance Com-
mission of 2012-13 with estimated of 
INR 18.27 crore with contractor Umtang 
Teron. 

The new legislative building con-
structed under the 13th finance commis-
sion of 2012-13 with estimated cost of 

INR 4.47 crore with contractor Hunmai 
Teronpi.

The new members’ hostel was con-
structed under the 13th Finance Com-
mission with estimated cost of INR 8.87 
crore with contractor Rajen Engti. 

The minister also inaugurated  Diphu 
Sports Complex which was constructed 
under the scheme of NITIAYOG, one 
time assistance from central government 
during the 2015-16 financial year with 
contractor Chiranjiv Lal .

While the rehabilitation centre for 
hawkers and vendors and Diphu sports 
complex was also inaugurated. 

Apart from this Sarma also dedicated 
the foundation stone for construction 
of Don Bosco Science College along the 
Diphu-Manja road.

Mirror Crossword 1804sud0ku 1644
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1803

ACROSS
1. Stalks of threshed grain
6. Hearing organs
10. Distort
14. Betel palm
15. Special (abbrev.)
16. Lengthy profound 

unconsciousness
17. National Association for the 

Advancement of Colored People
18. 3rd son of Adam (Bible)
19. Keen anticipation
20. Transferred to a higher court
22. Fancy
24. River of Hades (Greek mythology)
25. More of a racket or din
26. Clergyman
29. Men’s skirt
30. Jai ____, sport
31. Very short period of time
37. Greek for “Word”
39. Brother or sister
40. Pacific island territory
41. Unkind acts
44. Movie
45. Southwestern state
46. Pertaining to Crete
48. Stiff or formal (slang)
52. Hard fat of sheep
53. Triumvirate
54. Fly at very low altitude
58. Haughty manner
59. Intercollegiate athletic 

organization
61. One of the Leeward Islands
62. Spouse or friend
63. ____ment = salve or balm
64. Cruise boat
65. Detailed scheme or design
66. Young woman (Scottish)
67. Woodland demon (Greek 

mythology)
 
DOWN
1. City in Yemen
2. Snare

3. Harvest
4. Addition or acquisition
5. Plants of the genus Sagittaria
6. County in southeast England
7. Mimicked
8. Retired (abbrev.)
9. Places of learning
10. Looks over quickly
11. Samurai skewer knife
12. Express effusively 13. Bet
21. “For Better or Worse” 

cartoonist ____ Johnson
23. Given at death: Last _____
25. Daughter of Tantalus, 

turned to stone (Greek 

mythology)
26. Inner surface of the hand
27. Member of the lily family
28. Traditional form of Hindu 

music
29. Cake filled with meat or 

cheese
32. Evaluate or analyze
33. Eating establishment
34. Leave out
35. City in the Campania region 

of Italy
36. Expletive
38. Moved furtively 42. 

Gasoline additive

43. Iraqi missile
47. 17th century portable reed 

organs
48. “Postage sticker”
49. Formal examination of 

evidence
50. Heart artery
51. Having been elevated or 

returned to life
52. Chairs
54. ____ Christian Andersen
55. Actress Helen ____
56. Comply
57. Young salmon
60. Spy agency

solutions to suD0ku 1643

Rohingya influx to Bangladesh security 
challenge for entire region — Indian envoy

BJP, Cong. come 
together to rule district 
council in Mizoram

Two held in Imphal 
with gold bars 
concealed in rectum

Manipur’s Shirui Lily Festival culminates

Shed communist-era mindset, take up 
entrepreneurship — Tripura CM to youth 

Assam finance min. inaugurates 
various govt. facilities in Diphu

Five Indian states - West Bengal (2,216 km), Tripura (856 km), Meghalaya (443 km), 
Mizoram (318 km) and Assam (263 km) share the 4,096-km border with Bangladesh.
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One year of RERA: Implementation 
still patchy in most states

Facebook shrinks 
doubtful stories to 
fight fake news

650 India Post payments bank 
branches to start by May – Sinha

Twitter 
introduces 
new feature 
to push more 
news links

Artificial Intelligence needs responsible 
approach – Google Co-founder

Australia 
announces record 
investment in 
Great Barrier Reef

Despite FM’s red flag, Railways to push 99-year 
lease proposal for station redevelopment

New Delhi, April 29 (IANS): 
Almost a year after the Real 
Estate Regulatory Act (RERA) 
was enacted, its implemen-
tation is still patchy, with a 
permanent regulator miss-
ing in most states. The result 
is that buyers still have not 
got a clear roadmap and 
builders continue to sell 
distant dreams.

Among 29 states in the 
country, only Maharashtra, 
Madhya Pradesh and Punjab 
have set up permanent real 
estate regulatory authorities 
so far. Jammu and Kashmir 
is out of the purview of the 
Act as the state has to enact 
its own law.

“Given that it is a state 
subject, the implementation 
has been quite varied,” said 
Pallav Pandey, Co-Founder 
and CEO, FastFox, an online 
platform for rental housing, 
adding that “much confu-
sion persists on what is per-
missible in practice”.

According to a report by 
the consultancy firm Knight 
Frank, eight states have not 
even installed a regulating 
authority and the remaining 
17 have installed “interim” 

regulators.
“Sadly, most states have 

been playing the waiting 
game about getting a perma-
nent regulator after hand-
ing over the reins to such 
‘interim’ authorities. What 
was strictly supposed to be 
a stop-gap arrangement has 
turned into a standard,” says 
the report.

Additionally, only 14 
states and seven Union Ter-
ritories have a functional 
portal in place and 20 states 
and the Union Territories 
have notified the rules.

The report says that Ma-
harashtra had been among 
the best executioners of the 
Act. Over 25,000 projects 
have been registered under 
RERA across India, out of 
which 62 per cent are in Ma-
harashtra alone.

“Maharashtra is the only 
exception where the regula-
tor’s proactive functioning 
has set new precedents every 
second day,” the report says.

Although setting up of 
a permanent regulator has 
sorely lagged behind, stake-
holders say the RERA had al-
ready caused some percep-

tible changes in the market.
“The Act has helped in 

eliminating the pre-launch 
projects completely from 
the market which had led to 
a price hype,” says Gautam 
Thapar, CEO of Delhi-NCR 
based Thapar Builders.

“In the past one year, the 
RERA Act has become a cus-
todian of the much-required 
transparency and redefined 
rights for both of the sides. It 
has also helped the industry 
to clean up the unorgan-
ised and fly-by-night players 
from the market,” he added.

According to Anshu-
man Magazine, Chairman 
of India and South East 
Asia, CBRE: “The reform has 
brought about regulation 
and transparency into the 
sector, further augmenting 
the growth of the property 
market in India.”

Talking of limitations, 
Amit Wadhwani, Director of 
Sai Estate Consultants, said 
that RERA had not been able 
to curb black money in real 
estate yet. “Provisions re-
garding controlling the black 
money should be brought 
into effect, he emphasised.

He also said that build-
ers were putting dates much 
ahead of their approxi-
mate completion time thus 
giving themselves much 
greater leeway in handing 
over projects. The regulator 
should take that into ac-
count and give projects a 
stipulated time to complete.

A major feature of the Act 
is that even brokers and con-
sulting agents have to regis-
ter themselves. However, this 
was not really happening.

“For brokers or agents, 
the year has been somewhat 
overwhelming. A number of 
them have refrained from 
registering to take advantage 
of the RERA opportunity,” 
said Shubika Bilkha, Director 
of Real Estate Management 
Institute (REMI).

She said that women 
who served as agents have 
in particular been more wary 
to involve themselves in this 
evolving framework. “It is 
incumbent on the industry 
and the regulators to ensure 
that these agents find their 
way into the structured re-
gime,” Bilkha added.

Market players say a ma-

jor obstacle in the way of 
boosting demand was the 
higher rate of Goods and 
Services Tax (GST) on under 
construction and near com-
pletion projects.

Thapar said there had 
not been enough impact on 
buying decisions for near-
completion projects due to 
the higher GST rate of 12 per 
cent on them in comparison 
to 4.5 per cent service tax 
earlier.

Pandey from FastFox 
says the government should 
think of bringing the rental 
housing also under the pur-
view of the Act. “RERA only 
covers new home sales. That 
is not the complete real es-
tate,” he said, adding that 40 
per cent of urban India lived 
on rent.

Despite the initial hic-
cups, most stakeholders 
believe that, eventually, the 
law would help in leading 
to a stable, streamlined 
and transparent property 
market. “In the long run it 
will bring about a better 
aligned structure to the 
realty sector,” Magazine of 
CBRE said.

San Francisco, April 29 
(IANS): After Facebook’s red 
warning labels to flag fake 
news backfired, the social 
networking giant is now 
literally sizing down the 
doubtful stories to prevent 
the triumph of falsehood on 
its platform.

As part of its new strat-
egy to combat fake news, 
Facebook wants its users 
to miss these stories at the 
time of scrolling their News 
Feed, while not withdraw-
ing them altogether so as 
to walk a fine line “between 
censorship and sensibility”, 
according to a media report. 

When an article is veri-
fied as inaccurate by the 
social network’s third-party 
fact-checkers, Facebook 
will shrink the size of the 
link post in the News Feed, 
TechCrunch reported on 
Saturday.

“We reduce the visual 
prominence of feed stories 
that are fact-checked false,” 
a Facebook spokesperson 
was quoted as saying. 

To combat the menace 
of fake news, Facebook ear-
lier introduced red warning 

labels. But this led some 
users to share the false sto-
ries even more aggressively, 
forcing the social network to 
ditch the red flag.

Facebook then started 
showing “Related Articles” 
from trusted news sources 
in the hope of offering its 
users the correct perspec-
tive. The move to reduce 
the visual prominence of 
inaccurate stories is another 
effort in the same direction. 

Facebook detailed its 
new tactics to fight fake 
news at its Fighting Abuse @
Scale event in San Francisco, 
according to TechCrunch. 

Facebook, the report 
said, is also now using ma-
chine learning to look at 
newly published articles 
and scan them for signs of 
falsehood. 

“We use machine learn-
ing to help predict things 
that might be more likely 
to be false news, to help 
prioritize material we send 
to fact-checkers (given the 
large volume of potential 
material),” a Facebook 
spokesperson was quoted 
as saying.

Bhopal, April 29 (PTI): Union 
Minister of State for Com-
munications Manoj Sinha 
today said that as many as 
650 branches of the India 
Post payments bank are like-
ly to be operational across 
the country by next month.

He said that the work 
of system integration of the 
payments bank had been 
completed and processes 
mandated by the Reserve 
Bank of India would be com-
pleted within one week.

“It is likely that 650 
branches of the India Post 
payments bank would start 
functioning from May,” he 
said at a press conference 
here.

The minister said that 
the launch of the postal de-
partment’s payments bank 
would enable more than 1.5 
lakh post offices to become 
access points for people to 
avail banking services, add-
ing that it would help the 
government’s plans of fi-
nancial inclusion and direct 
transfer of benefits in remote 
areas.

India Post had received 
permission from the RBI to 
start a payments bank in 
January last year, following 
which it set up two branches, 
on a pilot basis, at Raipur and 
Ranchi.

He said that a new re-

San Francisco, April 29 
(IANS): Continuing its ag-
gressive move into news, 
Twitter has now rolled out 
a new feature to highlight 
the links shared by your net-
work into your Home time-
line, BuzzFeed News has 
reported.

The new feature also 
groups the tweets mention-
ing the link underneath it.

The feature has rolled 
out to all Twitter users across 
iOS, Android, and web, stat-
ed the report on Saturday 
citing a Twitter spokesperson 
as saying. 

The introduction of the 
new feature is in line with 
Twitter’s move to switch its 
identity from “social net-
working” to a “news” app 
which now airs live news 
broadcasts alongside the 
Home timeline.

While it is highlight-
ing news and tweets from 
journalists in its “explore” 
tab, Twitter is also experi-
menting with curated time-
lines around breaking news 
events, the report said. 

Earlier this month, Twit-
ter also stated that it was 
committed to ensuring that 
the information people re-
ceive on the site is credible 
and authentic. 

This has become espe-
cially important in view of 
the fact that millions of peo-
ple go to Twitter to learn 
about news and events un-
folding in real-time in the 
aftermath of a tragedy.

of times.”
He said AI is the most significant 

development in computing and Google 
is using it to analyse images in Google 
Photos; translates over 100 languages in 
Google translate; powers the navigation 
systems in Waymo’s self-driving cars; 
and even helps diagnose disease and 
discover new planetary systems.

“In this sense, we are truly in a tech-
nology renaissance, an exciting time 
where we can see applications across 
nearly every segment of modern soci-
ety,” Brin wrote.

“While I am optimistic about the 
potential to bring technology to bear on 
the greatest problems in the world, we 
are on a path that we must tread with 
deep responsibility, care, and humility,” 
he added.

Riding on online advertisement 
growth, Google’s parent company 
Alphabet posted a net income of $9.4 
billion in the first quarter this year -- a 
73 per cent jump from $5.4 billion in the 
same period last year.

Advertising revenue soared 24 per 
cent to $26.6 billion while the total rev-
enue was $31.1 billion.

“Our ongoing strong revenue 
growth reflects our momentum glo-
bally, up 26 per cent versus the first 
quarter of 2017 and 23 per cent on a 
constant currency basis to $31.1 bil-
lion,” Ruth Porat, CFO of Alphabet and 
Google, said.

Canberra, April 29 (IANS): 
Australia will invest AU$500 
million ($379 million) to 
protect the Great Barrier 
Reef, a minister said on 
Sunday.

The Great Barrier Reef 
Marine Park Authority will 
receive an additional AU$10 
million each year from 
2022-23 to “continue and 
expand essential work” in 
the Unesco World Heritage 
area, Efe news quoted Josh 
Frydenberg, the Minister 
for Environment and En-
ergy, as saying.

“The Turnbull Govern-
ment will invest more than 
$500 million - the largest 
ever single investment - 
to protect the reef, secure 
its viability and the 64,000 
jobs that rely on the Reef,” 
Frydenberg said.

“We are looking at a 
whole range of new initia-
tives, taking best advice of 
the experts, working closely 
with the Great Barrier Reef 
Marine Park Authority to 
ensure that the reef has 
its best chance into the 
future.”

San Francisco, April 29 (IANS): The 
boom in Artificial Intelligence (AI) has 
to be dealt with utmost care as such 
powerful tools also bring with them new 
questions and responsibilities, Alpha-
bet’s President and Google’s Co-founder 
Sergey Brin has warned.

In an annual Founders’ letter, Brin 
who founded Google in 1998 with Larry 
Page, said: “The new spring in AI is the 
most significant development in com-
puting in my lifetime.

“Every month, there are stunning 
new applications and transformative 

new techniques. But such powerful 
tools also bring with them new ques-
tions and responsibilities.

“How will they affect employment 
across different sectors?” How can we 
understand what they are doing under 
the hood? What about measures of 
fairness? How might they manipulate 
people? Are they safe?”

According to a report in CNET late 
Saturday, Brin, 44, started his letter by 
quoting the opening lines of Charles 
Dickens’ “A Tale of Two Cities” -- “It 
was the best of times, it was the worst 

New Delhi, April 29 (IANS): Despite the Fi-
nance Ministrys objections, Indian Railways 
is pushing ahead with a proposal to involve 
the private sector in redeveloping 600 sta-
tions on an extended 99-year lease - as op-
posed to the 45-year lease proposed earlier 
for 400 stations.

The Railways will seek Cabinet approval 
for its amended proposal at a time key initia-
tives of the national transporter, such as 100 
per cent electrification, installation of Euro-
pean train control systems and free Wi-Fi at 
all stations, among others, have not found 
favour with the Prime Minister’s Office.

The initial proposal for redevelopment 
of 400 stations on a 45-year lease was made 
when Suresh Prabhu was Railway Minister. 
However, the proposal did not receive a good 
response in terms of bidders.

After Prabhu relinquished charge to Piy-
ush Goyal last year, the Railways, this Janu-
ary, circulated a draft cabinet note to various 
ministries seeking comments on making 
significant changes - such as extending the 
lease period from 45 years to 99 years - in the 
station redevelopment project that now in-
volves an expenditure of over Rs 1 lakh crore.

While the comments from the Niti Aayog 
and the Urban Development and Law Minis-
tries were in favour of the Railways proposal, 
Finance Ministry objected to the 99-year 
lease period and observed that the “lease 
period should be limited to 60 years”.

“We have suitably explained to justify the 
99-year lease period and are hopeful that the 
proposal will get approval from the Cabinet 
next month,” said a senior Railway Ministry 
official.

Responding to the Finance Ministry’s 
observation, the Railways has explained in 
a note that the changes it sought were “es-
sential to attract the major real estate play-
ers into such transit-oriented development 

(TOD) programmes in the urban sector”.
TOD is a type of urban development programme 

which maximises the amount of residential, business 
and leisure space within walking distance of public 
transport. The Railways’ note has details about the 
TOD which aims to increase public transport rider-
ship, reduce automobile travel, and promote sustain-
able urban growth.

The basic purpose is to leverage the commercial 
potential of railway land while at the same time up-
grading basic amenities at stations, the official, said 
adding: “The government aims to use the redevel-
oped stations as catalysts of economic activity in the 
surrounding areas.”

The redevelopment of 600 stations envisages 
opening of shopping plazas, office complexes, hotels, 
multiplexes and parking lots, among other commer-
cial activities, on rail land, and making provisions for 
improved passenger amenities at stations.

While the Railways aims to earn about Rs 50,000 

crore over the next 10 years from commercialisation 
of rail land near stations, the ambitious project is ex-
pected to involve expenditure of over Rs 1 lakh crore 
-- Rs 80,000 crore in commercial exploitation and Rs 
35,000 crore in station redevelopment.

The Cabinet had, in 2015, approved the proposal 
to redevelop 400 railway stations using a contract 
method called the “Swiss Challenge” - with a 45-year 
lease period. However, the proposal did not get a 
good response, prompting the currently proposed 
changes.

Besides, earlier only General Managers (GM) of 
zonal railways were authorised to undertake the exer-
cise. Now it has sought the involvement of states, the 
public sector, public-private partnership (PPP), and 
the engineering, procurement, construction (EPC) 
models as well.

Besides, the India Railway Stations Development 
corporation Ltd (IRSDC) and NBCC have been roped 
in to carry out the station redevelopment exercise.

gional office of the postal de-
partment would be opened 
in Jabalpur in the state.

He said that India Post 
had been adopting new 
technology in a bid to pro-
vide services at a faster pace 
and, as part of it, postmen 
were being provided with 
smart phones and hand held 
devices.

“So far, 15,000 such de-
vices have been distributed 
to postmen in the country. 
Soon 40,000 postal workers 
will have such devices. This 
would enable faster delivery 
of all kinds of services,” he 
said.

Admitting that India 
Post’s parcel services were 
lagging behind due to the 

presence of private players, 
he said that a Parcel Directo-
rate had been formed in the 
postal department to give a 
boost to this segment.

He expressed hope that 
the postal department would 
soon be self-reliant as far as 
revenue was concerned.

Speaking about mile-
stones achieved by his de-
partment in the past one 
year, Sinha said, “A total of 
62,000 out of 1.29 lakh post 
offices were networked un-
der the Digital Advancement 
of Rural Post Office for a New 
India (DARPAN) project. 
New technology enabled 
services are being offered 
in rural areas through hand 
held devices,” he said.

He said that over seven 
lakh passport applications 
had been processed through 
187 passport seva kendras 
(PSK) operating out of post 
offices.

The minister, who holds 
independent charge of the 
ministry of communica-
tions, was in the city to ad-
dress a India Post conference 
being attended by senior 
officials including Postal 
Services Board members, the 
Director General (Posts) and 
Secretary (Posts).

The conference is to re-
view the department’s per-
formance in the past year.

Near New N S T Bus Station
Kohima

Ph. 9862034454

Admission Going on for:
1) N P S C/ U P S C Prelims Exam 2018, SSC 

and Banking
2) Computer Courses (Special Classes for 

those who are waiting for Exams result)
3) Special Coaching for Stenography and 

Typewriting
4) Cutting and Tailoring
5) Spoken English (Starting soon)

ELITE ACADEMY

Frist Prize : Ticket No. 920
Second Prize : Ticket No.548
Third Prize : Ticket No. 896
Consolation Prizes:-
Ticket No. 240, 364, 825, 061 and 493

Convenor,
CBKK, Building Committee

RAFFLE DRAW RESULT

CHIECHA BADIPFUKO KROTHO
KOHIMA
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Freedom As  a Threat
T

he Internet was mostly dominated either 
by text-based sites or sites with low-quality 
images. The early years were dominated by 
static HTML pages and directory-forms of 

discussion forums and chat rooms. Advancement 
in technology led to an increase in the transmission 
of information, especially rich content, which also 
came with more interactive interfaces. It completely 
changed the Internet in the mid-2000s. The technol-
ogy world christened the new form of the Internet 
the Web 2.0.

In looking back, it is safe to say that although 
speculative investment led to the dot-com bubble in 
the early 2000s, it did speed up advancement in in-
formation technology. It was a loss for investors but it 
brought about monumental advancements in IT. The 
results are seen presently in the Internet.

What was left of the dot-com companies then 
started to focus on dynamic, interactive content 
assisted by faster and richer forms of content. The 
newer form of platforms in the Internet sped up the 
process although interaction was what the Web was 
supposed to do. It was almost in real time that the 
companies and the technology enthusiast were eager 
to make consumers the producers of content. What 
was a fairly controlled way of publishing for centu-
ries was reversed when sites allowed users to become 
producers of content. User-generated content be-
came the in-thing. Blogs began to surface all over the 
Web followed by Wikis and social networking sites. 
Then social media gradually entered the scene to be-
come the next big thing in the Internet and the rest 
is history.

Social media in its current form is still evolving. It 
will take a few more years until some forms of regu-
lation and Best Practices are applied by site owners. 
Content-monitoring and regulation negate the en-
tire concept of user-generated content. However, the 
rise in fake news, hate campaigns, defamatory con-
tents etc., is becoming a threat for humanity. Above 
all, the use of knowledge, especially psychology and 
microtargeting, to influence the masses is the most 
dangerous of all the demerits of social media. Studies 
by Stanford University and University of Cambridge 
in 2015 have shown that a computer can judge per-
sonality traits far more precisely than humans can. 
That too, just based on Facebook “likes”. What used 
to be a telephonic call exercise during the time of 
Clinton and Blair can now be achieved through data 
from social media and networking sites. The Trump 
elections and Cambridge Analytica scandal might 
just be the tip of the iceberg. It is time for the govern-
ments and regulatory bodies around the world to be 
very afraid and initiate proper mechanisms for con-
trol but without curbing the freedom of expression.

Of a Woman’s Fight, Secrets, Life and Happiness
R

ead the powerful journey of a woman who 
turns whistleblower and vows to assist the 
FBI in shutting down a dating app and porn 
site run by a few men to harass women; go 

through a thrilling tale about how the people who 
uncover others’ secrets often have the most to hide; 
discover how a woman puts her future in danger by 
digging up the past; and learn the art of happiness 
with plenty of humour.

The IANS bookshelf has it all on offer for this 
weekend.
1. Book: The Wild Cat; Author: Taanya Sarma; 

Publisher: Invincible; Price: Rs 299; Pages: 282

Based on true events, this erotic thriller tells the 
tale of a young, naive woman named Tanya who 

enters the online dating and chat world. Her initial 
foray into this digital realm proves to be bland and 
disappointing; however, sex, suspense, power strug-
gles and attempted murder soon unfold. These un-
welcome adventures interfere with her business and 
her sanity as she aspires to live up to her deceased 
parent’s standards.

A conman named Sam ensnares Aaron, a hand-
some investment banker, and uses him as a pawn to 
lure women into doing things they normally wouldn’t 
do. Sam then exposes their personal information as 
well as their images, sometimes in the act of cyber 
sex, and posts them on a very successful porn web-
site that he owns. Tanya’s encounter with these two 
men evolves into a long, winding road, with each 

turn bringing irreparable changes in her life.
Enraged by the deceit and the unconscionable 

behaviour of these men, Tanya turns whistleblower 
and vows to assist the FBI in shutting down the dat-
ing app and porn site -- and she won’t stop until the 
perverted perpetrators are behind bars. She never 
relents, but ultimately laments: Never thought that I 
would have to give up my life to remain alive.
2. Book: Conspirator; Author: R.V. Raman; 

Publisher: Hachette; Price: Rs 399; Pages: 359

Murder strikes in the midst of a private party 
hosted by a media mogul in Coorg, sending 

shockwaves through its influential guests.
When Inspector Dhruvi Kishore arrives at the 

scene, she finds, to her consternation, that some of 
her suspects -- prominent politicians, businessmen, 
a blackmailer and a purveyor of fake news -- have 
fled. She pursues them to Delhi, only to find herself 
drawn into the bewildering world of fake news, paid 
news and tailored news. Fighting against forces try-
ing to shut down her investigation, Dhruvi struggles 
to weed out the truth from a web of well-constructed 
lies before time runs out.

Revealing a world where ethics are scarce and lu-
cre is abundant, “Conspirator” weaves a thrilling tale 
about how the people who uncover others’ secrets 
often have the most to hide.

“Conspirator” is the fourth novel in R.V. Raman’s 
corporate thriller series that explores white-collar 
crime in India.

3. Book: Let Me Lie; Author: Clare Mackintosh; 
Publisher: Sphere; Price: Rs 399; Pages: 390

One year ago, Caroline Johnson chose to end 
her life brutally: A shocking suicide planned to 

match that of her husband just months before. Their 
daughter, Anna, has struggled to come to terms with 
their loss ever since.

Now with a young baby of her own, Anna misses her 
mother more than ever and starts to question her par-
ents’ deaths. But by digging up their past, she’ll put her 
future in danger. Sometimes it’s safer to let things lie.

4. Book: Mind Full To Mindful; Author: Om Swami; 
Publisher: Harper Collins; Price: Rs 299; Pages: 184

Many of us struggle to remain calm during the 
day or to fall asleep at night. Our restless, 

treacherous minds make us feel good one moment 
and terrible another. From where does negativity 
and anguish engulf us and how to go about being se-
rene and peaceful?

Zen shows us the art of attaining that inner qui-
etude without rituals or dogma. It is about seeing 
beauty, bliss and truth in our everyday life. Driving 
to work or washing dishes, every act could easily be 
meditation.

Based on the original Zen teachings, this beautiful 
book offers a life-changing perspective on life itself. 

Om Swami shares with you the art of happiness 
with plenty of humour, stories and wisdom as he takes 
you on a journey from being mind full to mindful.

Source: IANS

Jesus redeems us from the slavery of sin.

We found our visit to Christ Church Cathedral in 
Stone Town, Zanzibar, deeply moving, for it 
sits on the site of what was formerly the largest 

slave market in East Africa. The designers of this cathe-
dral wanted to show through a physical symbol how the 
gospel breaks the chains of slavery. No longer would the 
location be a place of evil deeds and horrible atrocities, 
but of God’s embodied grace.

Those who built the cathedral wanted to express 
how Jesus’s death on the cross provides freedom from 
sin—that which the apostle Paul speaks of in his letter 
to the church at Ephesus: “In him we have redemption 
through his blood” (Ephesians 1:7). Here the word re-
demption points to the Old Testament’s notion of the 
marketplace, with someone buying back a person or 
item. Jesus buys back a person from a life of slavery to 
sin and wrongdoing.

In Paul’s opening words in this letter (vv. 3–14), he 
bubbles over with joy at the thought of his freedom in 
Christ. He points, in layer after layer of praise, to God’s 
work of grace for us through Jesus’s death, which sets 
us free from the cords of sin. No longer do we need to 
be slaves to sin, for we are set free to live for God and 
His glory.

Lord God, through the death of Your Son, You have 
given us life forever. Help me to share this gift of 

grace with someone today.

DAILY
PATH

Breaking the 
Chains

BIBLE READ:  EPHESIANS 1:3–14 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

In him we have redemption through 
his blood, the forgiveness of sins.  

~  Ephesians 1:7

“Admission in the right institution is the first step 
towards career planning”, India Northeast Tribal 
Community Welfare Society advises students to be 

careful and vigilant while looking for professional col-
leges outside the state as there are many professional 
colleges . One must be meticulous enough to check 
the recognition ,affiliation certificates of colleges be-
fore taking admission. As at the end of the day, it will 
be the loss of our student’s career and money if any 
college turns out to be without proper authentic docu-
mentation and approvals from competent authorities. 
This will lead to undue harassment of students not 
only to face financial and physical difficulties but also 
mental tensions.

This is the season of such spurious activities for 
those who are waiting for their results and searching 
for their future colleges. In the quest for good colleges 
most students are victimized and exploited under the 
guise of free admission schemes , scholarships, voca-
tional trainings, career opportunities etc. Students are 
advised not to go for free schemes , scholarships tests 
or exams conducted by some colleges/universities/
agencies or free visit to universities etc as such insti-
tutes are on the verge of closing down due to lack of 
students, so they resort to many different ways to ad-
mit students in order that their colleges and courses 
are not closed down and de-recognized. Under some 
such schemes students faced a lot of undue harass-
ment as witnessed in the past years also.  Degrees and 
certificates alone cannot help to secure a job but a de-
gree with competence will help a student in the long 
run, and for that one must get into a recognized colleg-
es/universities that has qualified faculties, well main-
tained libraries, labs etc. Naturally, good institutes gets 
their seats filled without any publicity and does not of-
fer any education schemes or scholarship tests as they 
stand on their own reputation. However, if one possess 

the required percentage then there is no problem in 
getting admissions in reputed top colleges.

Our society is the first organization in North East re-
gion to take the initiative of inspecting colleges in India 
as we have observed students facing a lot of problems 
during admission time and many have been duped in 
various admission cases. By visiting many Universities 
and colleges we have seen many good and recognized 
colleges ; while some are going to close down for lack 
of students ; others lack facilities like labs, libraries, 
qualified faculties etc. Some such colleges ,universi-
ties along with some agencies and organizations are 
flowing in with different types of admission process 
and trying to collaborate with some student bodies, 
government departments, schools, colleges, coach-
ing centres etc to admit students to their colleges  and 
universities. So, we advised students to be careful as 
without knowing the real status of such college/uni-
versities, students can be duped to take admission just 
by showing their course/buildings. There are many 
cases in admissions outside the state for professional 
courses which is misused by some colleges, agencies, 
organizations with the help of some local people in the 
name of helping tribal students, so students should be 
careful during admission time and be aware as such 
activities will benefit the colleges only at the cost of 
students’ career. Every college/university claims that 
they are the best but it depends on the knowledge and 
wise decision of the students. We advise students and 
parents to authenticate any educational institutes and 
request them to be cautious and vigilant about any 
kinds of bogus activities , so that their career is not 
jeopardized by simply jumping at any attractive offers. 
They are asked to weigh the pros and cons before tak-
ing any further step, as their education and career is 
at stake.

In some states even though students get through 

state JEE ,they opt out of govt. quotas, thus seats in 
most professional colleges remained vacant due 
to mushrooming  up of many professional colleg-
es especially engineering, agri and allied courses,                                                                                                                                       
so students need to be cautious while seeking admis-
sion. For those who wants to pursue MBBS,PG,BDS 
seats can be availed only through NEET exam . There 
is no need to book seats by making advance payments 
to any agencies or colleges as after qualifying NEET 
plenty of seats will be available.

Parents are advised to let their children reside in 
college hostel; visit them from time to time; check 
their academic performances and attendance records 
, so that they can stay updated about the activities and 
gain first hand information of their wards . Some tips 
to find good colleges: check recognition/affiliation sta-
tus; courses affiliation; faculties; libraries and labs.

India Northeast Tribal Community Welfare Soci-
ety (INTCWS) under its education wing Libra Consul-
tancy registered under Government of Nagaland H/
RS .No.3935/2004 ,Notun Bosti,  Dimapur have vast 
personal  experiences in education and field survey  of 
universities and colleges outside the state. Our society 
have inspected more than 361 universities ,colleges 
,schools across India and creates free awareness and 
counseling for welfare of tribal students community 
undergoing professional courses since 2008. For any 
query one can avail free service at its offices in Notun 
Bosti Dimapur and D.Block, near KPS  Press Kohima, 
contact 9612160086.

Thanking   you in anticipation.
Yours faithfully,

Atsei  Sekhose
(Chairman)

India   Northeast Tribal Community  
Welfare Society. 

A
spirin, a medication used to 
treat pain, fever or inflamma-
tion, could significantly reduce 
the effects of obesity on cancer, 

suggests a study on mice.
Obesity is a known risk factor for 

certain types of cancer, including colon, 
pancreatic and breast cancer. 

The new study, from Hokkaido Uni-
versity in Sapporo, Japan, showed that 
obesity could enhance cancer develop-
ment by slowing down the key cancer 
defence mechanism.

“Epithelial” cells lining the surfaces 
of organs have the intrinsic ability to re-
move potentially malignant cells from 

their midst. This is called the “epithelial 
defence against cancer” mechanism. 

Normally, the cells sense harmful 
cells and push them out by the process 
called cell competition.

“This is the first report to show that 
obesity and chronic inflammation can 
influence competitive interaction be-
tween normal cells and transformed 
cells,” said lead author Yasuyuki Fujita.

“It implies other factors such as in-
fection, smoking, sleeping patterns and 
ageing may also affect cell competi-
tion,” Fujita added.

To study how obesity affects this de-
fence mechanism, the team bred mice 

that were designed to express a known 
cancer-inducing mutant protein called 
Ras. 

Epithelial cells usually remove the 
potentially malignant Ras-transformed 
cells.

Feeding the Ras mice high-fat diets, 
which resulted in severe obesity, sup-
pressed the defence mechanism and 
therefore increased the number of Ras-
transformed cells remaining in the tissue. 

This suppression was seen in the 
intestine and pancreas, but not in the 
lungs, the researchers noted. 

A month later, the Ras-transformed 
cells developed a tumour in the pancre-

as of mice with the high-fat diet. 
Further experiments using the mice 

model and cultured cells revealed that 
fatty acids and chronic inflammation 
cause the suppression of the defence 
mechanism.

However, when mice fed a high-fat 
diet were treated with aspirin, known 
for its anti-inflammatory properties, the 
defence mechanism was substantially 
enhanced. 

This implies that reinforcing the 
epithelial defence mechanism with anti-
inflammatory drugs could be utilised for 
cancer prevention, the researchers said.

Source: IANS

Admission Awareness

Aspirin May Cut Obesity’s Effect on Cancer — Study
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Anyabai (Right) has already represented India twice at the international level. (IANS)
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): A contract of 
some kind, perhaps involving the home, 
might need some careful consideration to-
day, Aries. You could find it a little difficult to 

understand, as it could be full of fine print and legalese. 
Don’t be afraid to ask someone with a little more savvy 
to explain what you’re trying to read. It’s important that 
you know all the ins and outs before signing anything, 
for your own peace of mind, if nothing else.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You might pick 
up some rather disturbing thoughts from 
a friend, neighbor, or relative, Taurus. This 
person could be upset over something and 

not communicating his or her feelings. It isn’t appro-
priate to try to coax this person into sharing with you 
now. They aren’t upset with you, but they might be if 
you push! Back off and let this person come to terms 
with the problem. Your friend will talk the time is right.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Some gossip 
about a friend could reach your ears today, 
Gemini, and it might seem a bit shocking 
at first. Money could be involved. However, 

don’t accept what you hear at face value. Whoever got 
the rumor going is apt to be less concerned with the 
truth than serving a personal agenda. Call your friend 
and try to learn the facts without prying. They’re prob-
ably far less dire than the gossip implies.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Today you 
might find yourself the center of atten-
tion, Cancer. Friends could ask for some 
information they know you have. It might 

involve telling a story or giving practical advice. What-
ever it is, you might find it difficult to explain without 
going into some pretty heavy detail. You can do it! Talk 
slowly and let what you have to say unfold on its own. 
Your audience will probably be rapt.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22):  Today you might 
take up some sort of occult study, such as as-
trology, numerology, or alchemy that seems 
like Greek to you at first, Leo. As a result, you 

could be tempted to abandon it. Don’t! Once you get 
past the jargon, you’ll probably find it fascinating. Keep 
a dictionary handy, and don’t worry if you have to go 
over something several times. You have the brains to do 
it. Now just put in the time.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): A friend might 
be in such a dour mood that you wonder if 
this is the same person you know and love, 
Virgo. During the day you might be tempted 

to try to analyze what’s going on, but this is apt to raise 
more questions than answers. Probably this is a case 
of too many problems hitting your friend at once. 
Don’t pry, but make sure your friend knows you’re 
there if needed.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): A friend or roman-
tic partner might need your advice, Libra, and 
want to discuss a few things that you don’t really 
understand. This could concern this person’s 

job, which involves a lot of technicalities with which you’re 
unfamiliar. Don’t be afraid to stop occasionally and ask for 
an explanation. If you’re going to be of any help, you have 
to have some idea of what this person is talking about.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):  Today you might 
read a book on exercise or nutrition that seems 
a bit unsettling, Scorpio. According to the book, 
you’re doing everything wrong! Remember that 

what the author is probably outlining is a certain practice 
that worked for him or her. Everyone is different. Don’t 
change your habits for practices that don’t feel right. Con-
sult a professional if you’re still concerned. Such a person 
is more than capable of discerning what’s right for you.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Memories 
and emotions welling up from the past might 
excite your creative impulses today, Sagittar-
ius. You may not quite be able to understand 

what all of this means, but the pictures should keep 
coming to you nonetheless. It might be a good idea 
to take some notes, even though you might not com-
prehend all you write. This may be more a process of 
releasing ancient traumas than creating great master-
pieces, but even so, it’s worth pursuing.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Memories 
and emotions welling up from the past might 
excite your creative impulses today, Sagittari-
us. You may not quite be able to understand 

what all of this means, but the pictures should keep com-
ing to you nonetheless. It might be a good idea to take 
some notes, even though you might not comprehend all 
you write. This may be more a process of releasing ancient 
traumas than creating great masterpieces, but even so, it’s 
worth pursuing.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): A neighbor 
or relative might volunteer to help you with 
some chores around the house, Aquarius, 
but you could sense that his or her heart isn’t 

in it. This person is probably thinking about things and 
just needs some kind words and a little advice. Just ac-
cept that even though you have help, you’ll probably 
end up doing most of the work yourself. Offer what 
support you can, and think of it as good karma.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Paperwork involving 
money could be a real drag for you today, Pisces. 
You’ll have to get it done, but you’d rather be else-
where. It might also seem a little confusing. If you 

get to it early and concentrate, you should finish it quickly 
and then get on to what you want to do. After a morning 
of intense, tedious work, you’ll probably be ready for some 
entertainment like a movie or sports event. Have fun!

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

I
ndia violated the UN Security Council sanctions 
on North Korea last year, sometimes even going 
against its own government orders, by importing 
metals worth $2.2 million and exporting jewellery 

valued at more than $578,000, according the UN panel 
monitoring the sanctions. Some of the imports and ex-
ports continued even after the Indian government is-
sued a notification banning them in March last year.

The panel of experts established by the Council said 
in a recent report that it found that between January 
and September last year India had imported iron and 
steel valued at $1.4 million, iron and steel products 
worth $234,000, copper worth $233,000 and $526,000 
of zinc, ignoring the sanctions.

India also exported jewellery worth $578,994, which 
included diamonds valued at $514,823, between Janu-
ary and June.

“All exports (from North Korea) after 4 September 
2017 violated paragraph 8 of resolution 2371 (2017), 
while those before 4 September 2017 violated para-
graph 26 of resolution 2321 (2016),” the report said.

Those resolutions demand that countries prohibit 
the import of iron and iron ore from North Korea.

A 2013 resolution expressly banned export of pre-
cious and semi-precious stones to North Korea.

In contrast to its dealings with North Korea, India 

has in other cases strongly supported strict implemen-
tation of Council sanctions and in some cases called for 
more stringent actions, especially relating to terrorism, 
and criticised countries opposing those restrictions.

The iron imports continued even after March last 
year when India’s Directorate General of Foreign Trade 
imposed restrictions on importing iron and iron ore 
from North Korea, even as it said the sanctions lacked 
clarity, according to a note from India’s UN Mission to 
the sanctions panel last July.

“Pending clarity on this issue, national implemen-
tation of the measures contained in UNSC resolutions 
2270 (2016) and 2321 (2016) relating to iron and iron-
ore was nevertheless carried out by Government of 
India through a notification issued by the Directorate 
General of Foreign Trade (DGFT) on 21 March 2017,” it 
said.

The identities of those who imported from North 
Korea or exported to it were not included in the report 
and it is not known if the Indian government took ac-
tion against those who made the imports in violation of 
its orders in March or if an investigation is under way.

A UN source familiar with its sanctions monitoring 
told IANS that India had not provided details about the 
importers and exporters and the report relied on trade 
data compiled by the UN and proprietary information 
from organisations that gather commercial informa-
tion on trade.

New Delhi reiterated its commitment to implement 

the sanctions in a report India’s UN Mission sent last 
month to Karel Van Oosterom, the Netherlands Per-
manent Representative who chairs the Council’s North 
Korea Sanctions Committee.

Indian authorities “will ensure that the relevant pro-
visions” of the Council sanctions will be “implemented 
in letter and spirit,” the report declared.

It said that an order issued on March 5 by the Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry would implement the sanctions 
relating to North Korea and a notification was issued on 
March 7 by the DGFT to regulate trade with North Ko-
rea to conform to the sanctions.

Big spurts in imports were noticed in August and 
September just as efforts were under way in the Securi-
ty Council to tighten sanctions after Pyongyang carried 
out missile tests, a UN source familiar with the sanc-
tions process told IANS.

Suddenly the iron and steel imports rose from 
$69,577 in July to $281,000 in August and $487,000 in 
September, and iron and steel products import went up 
to $21,000 in September, the source pointed out.

In case of copper, there was again a spurt, from 
$13,990 in June to $47,000 in August and $152,000 in 
September.

The sanctions panel’s report to the Council referred 
to an earlier explanation sent in July by India about the 
violations that it blamed on a lack of clarity about the 
sanctions.

That communication from India’s UN Mission as-

serted that “there was no clarity regarding the scope of 
the measures related to iron and iron ore since there 
was no elaboration/explanation of the word ‘iron’ and 
‘iron ore’.”

It also asked for “clarity” regarding the items 
banned, including luxury goods.

A UN official told IANS that sanctions monitors had 
given India details on how various countries had dealt 
with the definitions of materials in the sanctions as well 
as the World Customs Organisation’s codes identifying 
the products.

India could have more credibly invoked a clause 
that permits some imports “exclusively for livelihood 
purposes” that was used, for example, by Russia, the of-
ficial said.

The July communication said that in March last 
year, India had tightened the ban on trade with North 
Korea.

The notification of the ban from the DGFT (Noti-
fication No. 41/2015-2020; 21 March 2017) mentioned 
the Council resolutions and specifically mentioned im-
port of iron ore and export of luxury items (which in-
cluded jewelry and diamonds).

As regards the assertion in the report about the bans 
requiring “due legal process for incorporating them 
in domestic law,” an official pointed out that the UN 
Charter takes precedence and requires compliance.

(Arul Louis can be reached at arul.l@ians.in )

C
limate negotiators from 197 coun-
tries, including India, will gather 
in Bonn in Germany from Monday 
for a two-week meeting to discuss 

the implementation of the landmark 2015 
Paris Climate Change Agreement and how 
to step up action.

At the crucial inter-sessional talks, ex-
perts said, progress needs to be made on 
a number of technical issues ahead of the 
UN Climate Change Conference (COP24) in 
Poland in December. These issues include 
the ‘rulebook’ for the Paris Agreement, and 
to prepare the ground for governments to 
commit to raise the ambition of their cli-
mate pledges by 2020.

Promising developments, seen across 
the world in the past few weeks, built the 

momentum for the Talanoa Dialogue and 
gave reason to hope that 2018 can be a 
trampoline before the world in 2019 jumps 
and scales up ambition to close the emis-
sions gap, a climate expert told IANS.

The Talanoa Dialogue is an important 
international conversation in which coun-
tries will check progress and seek to in-
crease global ambition to meet Paris Agree-
ment goals.

The dialogue was launched at the UN 
Climate Change Conference (COP23) 
in Bonn in November 2017 and will run 
throughout 2018.

The Paris Agreement’s central aim is 
keep the global average temperature rise to 
below two degrees Celsius and as close as 
possible to 1.5 degrees Celsius.

“To achieve success at COP24, it is es-
sential that the nations begin to work to-
wards draft negotiating texts at the May 

meeting. This will provide a solid founda-
tion for work in the second half of 2018 and 
help them deliver strong results,” an official 
statement quoting UN Climate Change Ex-
ecutive Secretary Patricia Espinosa said.

At the COP23 in November last under 
the leadership of Fiji, the participating na-
tions agreed to accelerate and complete 
their work to put in place the guidelines -- 
officially termed the Paris Agreement Work 
Programme -- at COP24 in Katowice in Po-
land.

COP24 is the deadline for nations to 
agree on a common set of implementation 
guidelines for the Paris Agreement, the so-
called rulebook, which will establish the 
rules and processes needed to reach the 
global goal.
What to expect from this Bonn climate 
summit?

With the Talanoa Dialogue, Bonn will offer a 
platform for countries and non-party stake-
holders to showcase their progress towards 
a low-carbon economy in all sectors and 
inspire each other while at the same time 
demonstrating the risks of inaction.

This summit, which will continue till 
May 10, will kick-start a process throughout 
the year and be followed by other interna-
tional moments that showcase climate ac-
tion around the world like the Petersberg 
Climate Dialogue in Germany and the 
Ministerial on Climate Action in Brussels in 
June.

The 2018 Talanoa Dialogue will con-
clude at COP24 with a final report by the 
Presidency when ministers are expected to 
signal that they will enhance national cli-
mate pledges by 2020.

Just a week before Bonn, the 2018 Com-
monwealth Heads of Government Meeting 

in London concluded with a commitment 
from all 53 member-states to limit global 
warming to well below two degrees and 
pursue efforts to limit it to 1.5 degrees, rec-
ognising that the impacts of climate change 
are a significant reality.

Bonn should be the place to help resolve 
the finance question, British charity Chris-
tian Aid’s International Climate Lead Mo-
hamed Adow told IANS.

“Rich countries need to honour their 
promise of delivering $100 billion a year to 
poor countries to help them reduce their 
emissions and cope with a changing cli-
mate,” he said.

With 197 Parties, the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change 
has near- universal membership and is the 
parent treaty of the Paris Agreement.

(Vishal Gulati can be contacted at 
vishal.g@ians.in)

A
bout four years ago, 
15-year-old Anyabai won 
Rs 54,000 when she led her 
school team to victory in a 

state-level football match. The prize 
money was more than what her 
mother earned in an entire year.

Hailing from Alakhpura, a vil-
lage some 30 km from the district 
headquarters of Bhiwani in Harya-
na, Anyabai is a Dalit by caste and 
desperately poor by means.

Her father died of a heart attack 
when she was just two and the bur-
den of earning for the four-member 
family passed on to her mother, 
Maya Devi, whose life story pro-
vides a window into the struggles of 
people at the lowest rungs of soci-
ety.

Scheduled Caste communi-
ties like hers, comprising about 
16.6 per cent of country’s popula-
tion, are generally an oppressed 
lot, particularly in impoverished 
rural areas where they are discrimi-
nated against by higher castes and 
are condemned to menial cleaning 
jobs that no one else will do. 

There are also those who have 
defied the system and become 
achievers in their own right. One of 
them is the fatherless girl Anyabai, 
who could have been a victim of the 
oppressive systems of caste and pa-

triarchy, but her skills as a footballer 
helped her challenge both.

Just a few years after she started 
playing, she has already represent-
ed India twice at the international 
level.

“She gets around Rs 50,000 to 
Rs 60,000 for playing every national 
match. Last year, she won around 
Rs 2.5 lakh by playing a few match-
es,” Sonika Bijarnia, her school 
coach, told IANS. “She manages to 
play two-three matches every year.”

So football is not only helping 
her find a purpose in life and rep-
resent her country at the highest 
levels, but is also helping her bring 
her family out of the vicious cycle of 
poverty.

Anyabai played in the U-15 
South Asian Football Federation in 
2017, in which India lost to Bangla-
desh in the finals. She recollects the 
final with a bit of disappointment, 
saying: “We lost 1-0.”

Anyabai, who has a sister and 
a brother, is her mother’s pride. 
“Nobody in the entire family has 
achieved so much,” Maya Devi said. 
“I didn’t have any hopes (while) An-
yabai kept playing,” she said.

In 2016, she played in the Indian 
U-14 women’s football team at the 
AFC Regional (South and Central) 
Girls Championship in Tajikistan.

“Life changed. Of course, it did. 
The scholarships I have been get-

ting have helped us to build a two-
room set in the village,” Anyabai 
said.

“When I go out of my village, 
my country, there is fear about 
going to an unknown land. It is a 
very different feeling. It’s also nice 
that I get to make friends from 
other parts of the country and the 
world,” she said.

“I used to struggle with English 
earlier. I try speaking the language 
now. There is less hesitation.”

More than a decade back, when 
Anyabai was small and hadn’t start-
ed playing, it was really tough for 
Maya Devi to manage the family 
with just the Rs 150 a day that she 
got as a daily-wage worker. “This 
income depended on the farming 
season and yes, I struggled... used to 
borrow money and somehow man-
aged,” she said.

“I made many efforts to bring 
my kids up all by myself. If Anya-
bai achieves something in life, I will 
consider my life to be successful. I 
have worked very hard,” she said.

Two years back, she was given 
the job of a “safai karamchari” 
(sanitation worker). Among the five 
cleaners in the village, she is the 
only woman.

Despite some improvements, 
the life of struggle continues for 
Maya Devi and her family. She has 
modest dreams for her daughter. 

“Aap logon jaise ban jaaye kisi din, 
yahi chahti hun (all I want is, she 
becomes like one of you someday).”

But Anyabai’s dreams are bigger. 
“I wish to grow up and play like (Ar-
gentine footballer Lionel) Messi,” 
she said passionately.

The girl has plans of taking up 
social sciences as her subject in 
class 11 along with language and 
vocational subjects. “I will study 
further after class 12, but then I 
wish to just play and study football 
after that.”

The young player cheerfully 
talked about the two big village 
grounds where she, along with 
around 200 other girls, goes for a 
three-hour practice twice every day.

“Girls from other parts of India 
talk about the grounds in their vil-
lages and cities. I also boast of the 
two big grounds we have here in the 
village,” she said, excited as a child.

Anyabai recounts the village’s 
journey which goes back nearly 
a decade. The then school coach, 
Gordhan Dass, was busy training 
boys for kabaddi, a traditional rural 
sport, when girls began pestering 
him, and he was forced to indulge 
them by giving them a football to 
play with. Anyabai developed a fas-
cination for the game. After that, 
there was no looking back.

Today, it is the boys who are tak-
ing inspiration from the girls, who 

have put Alakhpura on the world 
map with their remarkable success 
stories.

According to her mother, Anya-
bai is a cheerful kid. “She doesn’t 
talk any nonsense...is a nice kid.”

Maya Devi puts on a ghoonghat 
(veil), covering her head and face, 
when she moves out of the house. 

Anyabai finds the veil too heavy 
for comfort. “The ghoonghat is 
very heavy... I will never put it,” she 
laughs.

(The weekly feature series is 
part of a positive-journalism 

project of IANS and the Frank 
Islam Foundation. Mudita can be 

contacted at mudita.g@ians.in )
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Bonn Meet From Monday to Discuss Climate Agreement, Step Up Action

Daring to Dream: How Football Changed the Life of a Poor Dalit Girl



Hitting out at the Congress over 
its ‘Jan Akrosh’ rally, BJP president 
Amit Shah today said it was in fact a 
‘Parivar Akrosh’ rally that highlights 
increasing irrelevance of a “dynasty 
and their courtiers”, who have been 
sent out of power from one state 
after another in elections.

The Congress has organised a 
‘Jan Akrosh’ rally in the national 
capital today to highlight “failures” 
of the Modi government.

In a series of tweets, Shah took 
a dig at Congress chief Rahul Gan-
dhi and hoped that Gandhi would 
apologise to the nation for his party’s 
efforts to trample over every possi-

ble institution in the country just be-
cause of its “power hungry” nature. 

The country is tired of these 
“negative” and “arm twisting” tactics 
of the Congress, he said.

During the rally, Shah said, “ab-
ject India-hatred” would be on dis-
play as the Congress cannot digest 
that 125 crore Indians have seen 
through their “anti-development 
and highly divisive politics” and 
it efforts to create divisions are 
fully exposed. “A dynasty and their 
courtiers, who were sent out of state 
after state by ‘Jan Aadesh’ now pre-
tend to represent ‘Jan Akrosh.’ 

Today’s Congress rally is nothing 

but a Parivar Akrosh Rally’ which 
highlights their increasing irrel-
evance,” he said.

If the Congress wants to see Jan 
Akrosh’ (people’s anger), they should 
see the results of election after elec-
tion, where it has been comprehen-
sively defeated across the length and 
breadth of India, he said.

The BJP president also posted 
the link of a story, which said all 
villages in the country have now 
been electrified, and claimed that 
while the entire nation is celebrating 
power for every single village, the 
Congress is “mourning” the loss of 
power for one family.
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Rahul tears into Modi at Jan 
Akrosh rally, says PM speaks lies 

India has chance to ‘re-emerge’ as global 
powerhouse of education — Naidu

Telangana CM meets DMK’s Stalin in TNSC denies urgent hearing to a 
plea for ousting its four judges 

Raped minor dies after struggling 
for life in Odisha hospital

Calcutta HC lawyers to resume work from today

Modi says water conservation collective duty 

Cong rally to mourn one family’s loss of power — Shah

India, Pak to carry out military drills 
as part of multi-nation exercise
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Congress President Rahul Gandhi with former party president Sonia Gandhi and other party leaders 
during the ‘Jan Akrosh Rally’, in New Delhi on Sunday.

PTI

Venkaiah Naidu (File Photo)
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Narendra Modi (File Photo)
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Telangana Chief Minister K Chandrashekhar Rao meets DMK 
President M Karunanidhi at his residence in Chennai on Sunday.

New Delhi, April 29 (IANS): 
Congress President Rahul 
Gandhi on Sunday accused 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi of being “hollow” 
and speaking “lies” and 
said the “chowkidar” was 
silent on issues concerning 
judiciary, women’s safety, 
Dalits, youth, farmers be-
sides corruption.

In a hard-hitting attack 
at Modi at the Jan Akrosh 
rally here, Gandhi tore into 
him on a range of issues 
including unemployment, 
Rafale deal, and “agenda-
less” visit to China.

He said Congress will 
win all the assembly elec-
tions this year as well as the 
2019 Lok Sabha polls. 

Packing a lot of punch 
in his nearly 30-minute 
address, Gandhi said Modi 
keeps making promises in 
his speeches but people 
have a hard time finding 
the truth. 

Gandhi defended sen-
ior party leader Salman 
Khurshid over his “blood 
on party’s hands” remarks, 
saying he would allow “di-
vergent views to flourish in 
the party”, but asked party-
men to fight together in the 
ideological battle against 
the RSS.

Referring to death of 
Judge B.H. Loya, he said 
people in Supreme Court 
had stated that pressure 
was being exerted on the 
court, but Modi was “si-
lent” as he was on the un-
precedented press confer-
ence of four judges of the 
Supreme Court in January.

Gandhi, who went 
through a mid-flight scare 
during his visit to poll-
bound Karnataka earlier 
this month, announced he 
will visit Kailash Mansaro-
var after the assembly polls 
next month.

He accused the Prime 
Minister of being silent 
over Union Minister Piy-
ush Goyal’s alleged sale of 
shares held in a privately-
held company at nearly 
1,000 times the face value.

“Piyush Goyal becomes 

Kasargod (Ker), April 29 
(PTI): Vice-President M 
Venkaiah Naidu today said 
the nation has a chance 
to re-emerge as a global 
powerhouse in the field 
of education, but for that 
changes in syllabus and 
improvement in infra-
structure are needed.

Inaugurating the new 
campus of the Central 
University of Kerala at 
nearby Periye and dedi-
cating it to the nation, 
he said India was once 
known as ‘vishwaguru’ 
and people from across 
the globe used to come 
here to study and acquire 
knowledge and expertise 
in different domains.

“However, the situa-

tion changed following 
foreign invasions and the 
British rule, and India lost 
its pre-eminent position 
in the field of education,” 
Naidu said.

The vice president said 
all higher educational in-
stitutes, including cen-
tral universities, have the 
onerous responsibility of 
transforming the coun-
try into the epicentre of 
knowledge and innova-
tion.

“Today, the country 
has a chance to re-emerge 
as a global powerhouse in 
the field of education. But 
this requires reorienting 
the syllabus and improv-
ing infrastructure in the 
education sector with the 

New Delhi, April 29 (PTI): 
In a first, arch rivals India 
and Pakistan will be part 
of a multi-nation counter-
terror exercise in Russia 
in September, which will 
also be joined by China 
and several other coun-
tries

The military exercise 
will take place under the 
framework of Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisa-
tion, a China-dominated 
security grouping which 
is increasingly seen as a 
counterweight to NATO, 
officials said

They said the military 
drill will be held in the 
Ural mountains of Rus-
sia and almost all SCO 
member countries will 
be part of it They said the 
main aim of the exercise, 
Peace Mission, will be to 
enhance counter-terror 
cooperation among the 
eight SCO member coun-
tries

The officials said In-
dia’s participation at the 
exercise was confirmed 
by Defence Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman during 
a meeting of SCO Defence 
Ministers’ meeting in Bei-
jing last week

It will be for the first 
time since Independence 
that India and Pakistan 
will both be part of a mili-
tary exercise, though the 
armies of the two nations 
have worked together in 
UN peace keeping mis-

sions, they said
The SCO was founded 

at a summit in Shanghai 
in 2001 by the Presidents 
of Russia, China, Kyrgyz 
Republic, Kazakhstan, 
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan

India and Pakistan 
were admitted as ob-
servers of the grouping 
in 2005. Both the coun-
tries were admitted as full 
members of the bloc last 
year India’s membership 
was strongly pushed by 
Russia while Pakistan’s 

entry into the grouping 
was backed by China. 
With expansion of the 
grouping, SCO now rep-
resents over 40 per cent 
of humanity and nearly 20 
per cent of the global GDP

India feels that as an 
SCO member, it will be 
able to play a major role 
in addressing the threat 
of terrorism in the region. 
It is also keen on deepen-
ing its security-related 
cooperation with the SCO 
and its Regional Anti-Ter-
rorism Structure (RATS) 
which specifically deals 
with issues relating to se-
curity and defence

India has been hold-
ing military exercise with 
China. The two countries 
are likely to resume their 
bilateral military exercise 
in September. Last year 
the drill was suspended 
following a tense standoff 
between their troops in 
Doklam.

sole objective of imparting 
world class quality educa-
tion,” Naidu said.

He said though there 
are more than 800 uni-
versities in India, none 
of them figure in the top-
ranking educational insti-
tutes in the world.

“We cannot adopt a 
‘business as usual’ ap-
proach if we want to 
change the situation”, the 
vice president said, add-
ing, “From private edu-
cational institutions to 
central universities and 
academic organisations, 
all must work in a mis-
sion mode to revamp the 
educational architecture 
in tune with the require-
ments of the 21st century 
to make India a leading 
nation education and in-
novation.” 

Naidu said though In-
dia has the third largest 
higher education system 
in the world, its Gross En-
rolment Ratio was only 
25.2 per cent.

Considering the huge 
demographic dividend the 
country was blessed with, 
it was imperative that the 
higher education system 
be expanded qualitatively 
and quantitatively for the 
betterment of the nation 
and society, he said.

Chennai, April 29 (IANS): 
Telangana Chief Minister 
K. Chandrasekhar Rao on 
Sunday met DMK leader 
M.K. Stalin here and dis-
cussed state autonomy, 
finance and the current 
political situation, the two 
leaders said.

Stalin told the media 
that KCR, as the Chief 
Minister is popularly 
known, came to his home 
after calling on DMK Pres-
ident M. Karunanidhi at 
his residence and enquir-
ing about his health.

Since the election to 
the Lok Sabha is a year 
away, Stalin said an elec-
toral alliance would be 
announced soon.

KCR, who is trying 
to forge a Federal Front 
against the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party and the Con-
gress, said there will soon 
be a Front but there was 

Kolkata, April 29 (PTI): Lawyers at the 
Calcutta High Courtare set to resume work 
from tomorrow after a gap of 70 days, as 
their demand for appointment of judges 
has been met partially.

The lawyers were on a ceasework strike 
over the demand.

This was the longest ceasework by 
lawyers in the history of the high court, 
surpassing the previous ceasework, which 
lasted for two months in 2002 in protest 
against the hike in stamp duty by the West 
Bengal government.

The ministry has also notified the ap-
pointment of Justice Jyotirmoy Bhattach-
arya, who was the acting chief justice, as 
the chief justice of the high court, Bar As-
sociation president Uttam Majumdar said.

The high court was headed by acting 
chief justices for more than three years 
now with the exception of only three 
months, he said.

A large number of cases are likely to be 
filed before the high court from tomorrow, 
where very few petitions have been regis-
tered during the ceasework.

Bail applications, appeals against 
trial court orders, apart from several other 
petitions are likely to be filed this week fol-
lowing resumption of professional work 
by the advocates. A total of 2,23,921 cases 
were pending before the high court at the 
end of March this year, according to the 
official data.

It had only 30 judges when the agita-
tion commenced and three new judges 
took oath on March 12, raising the strength 
of sitting judges to 33. The Bar Associa-
tion, which had on April 26 extended the 
ceasework till May 11 with the rider that 
the agitation would stand withdrawn 
automatically if new appointments to the 
judiciary are made in the meantime, called 
off the agitation following the notification.

New Delhi, April 29 (IANS): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Sunday said water 
conservation “must be a 
collective responsibility” 
and that it was not difficult 
to do for Indians as “our 
forefathers have lived this 
as a way of life for centu-
ries”.

In his monthly radio 
address “Mann Ki Baat”, 
Modi also dwelt upon the 
teachings of Prophet Mo-
hammad and Lord Bud-
dha who taught love and 
compassion.

“We often hear that in 
times to come, the world 
will face a war because of 
water. Everyone talks about 
this but do we not have 
any responsibility towards 
conservation of water? Do 
we not feel that water con-
servation must be a social 
responsibility? This must 
be a collective responsibil-
ity,” Modi said. 

Modi said several 
baodis (stepwells) across 
the country were popu-
lar tourist spots but one 
should not forget that 
these were also the “liv-
ing symbols of the water 
conservation campaigns 
which our forefathers had 
accomplished”.

He said in the last 
three years, an average of 
Rs 32,000 crore has been 
spent besides the MNRE-
GA budget each year on 

a minister and does not 
declare his company. Later 
he sells it for Rs 48 crore to 
a power company. It is first 
time a Power Minister has 
sold his company to a pow-
er company and Naren-
dra Modi does not speak a 
word,” Gandhi said. 

The well-attended rally 
at Ramlila Maidan came 
almost a year before the 
next Lok Sabha polls and 
signalled Gandhi’s inten-
tion to build up electoral 
momentum with sharp 
attacks on Modi. Party 
leaders including UPA 
Chairperson Sonia Gandhi 

and former Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh were 
among those present. 

Gandhi said fugitive 
jeweller Nirav Modi had 
taken away Rs 30,000 crore 
of people’s money and 
fled to London but “did 
the chowkidar say a word 
about Nirav Modi”. 

Citing Modi’s visit to 
China for an informal sum-
mit, he said: “China’s army 
is entrenched in Doklam, 
they are making helipads, 
extending airways and In-
dia’s Prime Minister held 
discussions without an 
agenda. What does this 

mean?” None of the Prime 
Ministers had done such a 
thing but “Narendra Modi 
can do this”, he said.

“China creates 50,000 
jobs in 24 hours while India 
generates 450. The youth 
looks towards Narendra 
Modi and say that he is hol-
low. His words are empty. 
He only speaks lies,” Gan-
dhi said. 

The Congress leader 
said that the Modi govern-
ment was willing to waive 
Rs 2.5 lakh crore loans of a 
few industrialists but was 
not ready to do the same 
for farmers, who were 

being forced to commit 
suicide.  Noting Dalits and 
minorities were facing at-
tack and Modi “does not 
speak a word”, he, referring 
to incidents of rapes in dif-
ferent parts of the country, 
said it was the first time in 
the country’s history that 
a Prime Minister was told 
to his face in a foreign land 
that his government was 
not doing enough to pro-
tect women. 

Citing the Congress’s 
spirited performance in 
Gujarat, Gandhi said “you 
see what will happen in 
Karnataka” and also that 
the party will win the Mad-
hya Pradesh, Rajasthan, 
and Chhattisgarh assem-
bly polls and then the Lok 
Sabha polls in 2019.

Referring to the Rafale 
deal with France, Gandhi 
said the fighter jets were 
being purchased at double 
the rate negotiated by the 
Congress-led UPA govern-
ment and Modi had taken 
away the contract away 
from HAL and given it to an 
“industralist friend.”

Gandhi said turnover 
of a company belonging to 
BJP chief Amit Shah’s son 
Jay Shah had risen from 
Rs 50,000 to Rs 80 crore in 
a short span of time but 
the “chowkidar who talks 
against corruption does 
not utter a word”.

no urgency in forming it.
According to the two 

leaders, the discussion 
involved issues like saving 
India’s secularism, secur-

ing more rights and funds 
for the states, the auto-
cratic nature of the Central 
government, and bringing 
education to the state list 

of the Constitution from 
the concurrent list.

Stalin said KCR was in 
talks with other political 
parties and he would him-
self talk about these issues 
with other like-minded 
parties in Tamil Nadu and 
also at different levels 
within the DMK.

A decision would also 
be taken on holding a 
meeting on autonomy 
for the states, said Stalin, 
adding that the two lead-
ers decided to have more 
such discussions.

KCR, the founder of 
Telangana’s ruling Tel-
angana Rashtra Samithi, 
told reporters that after 
seven decades of dicta-
torial rule, India needs 
truthful federalism and 
it should continue to re-
main a secular country 
and their journey would 
be towards that.

New Delhi, April 29 (PTI): The Supreme Court has 
refused to accord an urgent hearing to a plea for di-
rection to the government to request the President 
to start the process for removing four senior most 
apex court judges who had held a press conference 
on January 12.

A bench of Chief Justice Dipak Misra and Jus-
tices D Y Chandrachud and Indu Malhotra refused 
to pass any direction when the petitioner in-person 
Ashok Pande mentioned about his petition and 
sought its urgent listing.

“We will see it later. Not now,” the bench said.
At a press conference held at Justice Chela-

meswar’s residence on January 12, the four senior 
most judges, justices Chelameswar, Ranjan Gogoi, 
M B Lokur and Kurian Joseph, had raised a litany 
of problems, allegedly inflicting the apex court and 
including the process of allocating cases to various 
benches.

Bhubaneswar, April 29 
(IANS): A six-year-old rape 
survivor from Odisha’s Salipur 
died on Sunday after strug-
gling for life for more than a 
week at the SCB Medical Col-
lege and Hospital in Cuttack, 
an official said.

The minor was on ventila-
tor support ever since she was 
admitted to the hospital in 
a critical condition, The girl 
was admitted to the trauma 
care ICU in the paediatric 
ward, Medical Superintend-
ent Shyama Kanungo said.

On April 21, the girl was 
found unconscious in a 
school compound in Sali-

pur area of Cuttack. She was 
rushed to a hospital in Sa-
lepur but later shifted to the 
SCB. The girl was reported 
missing after she went to 
a shop near Jagannathpur 
Nodal Upper Primary school 
to buy chocolates around 6 
p.m. on April 21. “After raping 
her on the school premises, 
he attempted to kill her by 
throttling her. Accused Mo-
hammad Mustaq was ar-
rested,” said Krutibas Jena, 
Cuttack (Rural) Additional 
Superintendent of Police.

The girl’s sister demanded 
a speedy trial in the case and 
death sentence for the culprit.

water conservation and 
water management by the 
government. 

Greeting the listeners 
ahead of the holy month 
of Ramazan, Modi said the 
essence of fasting was that 
when a person experiences 
hunger and thirst himself, 
he becomes sensitive to-
wards the hunger and thirst 
of others. 

“This is an opportunity 
to remember the teachings 
of Prophet Mohammad... 
It is our responsibility to 
follow the path of equality 
and brotherhood as morals 
from his life. Once a person 
asked the Prophet as to 
which was the best thing 
in Islam and the Prophet 
replied ‘feeding a poor and 
needy and meeting every-
one cordially, whether you 
know him or not’,” Modi 

said.
Modi said one should 

be proud that India is the 
birthplace of Lord Bud-
dha, pointing out that 
Buddhism forges a link 
between India and many 
Asian countries like China, 
Japan, Korea, Thailand, 
Cambodia and Myanmar 
where Buddhist traditions 
are followed. 

“Lord Buddha was the 
fountainhead of egalitari-
anism, peace, harmony 
and brotherhood. These 
are human values, which 
are most desired in the 
world today,” Modi said. 

The Prime Minister said 
it was on the day of Buddha 
Purnima on May 11, 1998 
that India conducted its 
successful nuclear tests in 
Pokhran, Rajasthan, which 
established the country’s 

nuclear prowess as well as 
scientific superiority.

He said India acquired 
nuclear capabilities in con-
sonance with Buddha’s 
teaching who said that the 
power of inner strength 
was necessary to live in 
peace. 

“Now that we are going 
to celebrate the 20th an-
niversary of the Pokhran-
II test, I ask the younger 
generations of our nation 
to imbibe the mantra of 
‘Jai-Vigyan’ (hail science) 
for enhancing the might 
and the power of India, to 
build a modern, powerful 
and self-reliant India.” 

The Prime Minister 
congratulated the Indian 
athletes for their “excellent 
performances” at the 2018 
Commonwealth Games 
where India bagged 66 
medals -- 26 gold, 20 sil-
ver, 20 bronze -- and ob-
served that a large number 
of medal winners were 
women. 

He urged the people to 
stay fit and adopt Yoga as 
part of their fitness regime.

Modi asked students 
across the country to join 
the government’s Swachh 
Bharat Summer Internship 
programme, saying the in-
terns who accomplish their 
tasks well would be award-
ed two credit points each 
by the University Grants 
Commission.



Seoul, April 29 (PTI/AFP): North 
Korea promised to close its atomic 
test site next month and invite US 
weapons experts to the country, 
Seoul said today, as US President 
Donald Trump expressed opti-
mism about securing a nuclear 
deal with the secretive regime. 

The reported pledge from 
Kim Jong Un follows weeks of 
whirlwind diplomacy that saw the 
leaders of North and South Korea 
agree to pursue the complete 
denuclearisation of the Korean 
peninsula during a historic sum-
mit between Kim and the South’s 
President Moon Jae-in on Friday.

“Kim said, during the sum-
mit with President Moon, that he 
would carry out the closing of the 
nuclear test site in May, and would 
soon invite experts of South Korea 
and the US as well as journalists 
to disclose the process to the 
international community with 
transparency,” Seoul’s presiden-
tial spokesman Yoon Young-chan 
said.

“Kim said ‘the US feels repul-
sive about us, but once we talk, 
they will realise that I am not a 
person who will fire a nuclear 
weapon to the South or the US or 
target the US,” according to Yoon.

“If we meet often (with the 
US), build trust, end the war and 
eventually are promised no inva-
sion, why would we live with the 
nuclear weapons?’” The remarks 
are likely to be seen as a sweetener 
ahead of Trump’s own planned 
summit with Kim, which the US 
leader said would take place “in 
the next three or four weeks”.

Trump vowed to do “the world 
a big favour” by achieving a nu-
clear deal with the regime at a 
campaign-style rally in Michigan 
to cheers and chants of “Nobel! 
Nobel!”.

Trump has been eager to play 
up his role in achieving a break-
through with Pyongyang through 
what the White House has called 
a “Maximum Pressure Campaign” 
consisting of tough rhetoric, 

strengthened global sanctions 
and diplomatic efforts to further 
isolate the authoritarian regime.

“If we would have said where 
we are today from three or four 
months -- months ago, do you 
remember what they were saying? 
‘He’s going to get us into nuclear 
war, they said,’” Trump told sup-
porters in Washington Township, 
north of Detroit.

He added: “No, strength is go-
ing to keep us out of nuclear war, 
not going to get us in!” But he also 
sounded a note of caution, saying 
he was prepared to walk away if 
US demands for North Korea to 
relinquish its atomic arsenal were 
not met.

His remarks came as extracts 
from an interview with his new 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
were released.

Washington’s chief diplomat 
told ABC News he had a “good 
conversation” with Kim during 
his secret visit to Pyongyang over 
the Easter weekend, adding that 
the North Korean leader was 
“prepared to... lay out a map that 
would help us achieve” denu-
clearisation.

Trump held phone calls yes-
terday with both Moon and Ja-

pan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, 
declaring “things are going very 
well”, as CBS News reported that 
Mongolia and Singapore are the 
final two sites under considera-
tion for his meeting with Kim.

It was unclear whether North 
Korea would host US experts at 
its Punggye-ri underground test-
ing site before or after the summit.

Kim slammed speculation 
during his meeting with Moon 
that the test site was already unus-
able after Pyongyang conducted 
its largest ever nuclear test there 
last September.

“Some people are saying that 
we are terminating a test site that 
is already useless, but, as they will 
see once they visit, there are two 
more tunnels (in the test site) that 
are even bigger... and they are in 
good condition,” he said, accord-
ing to the South’s presidential 
spokesman.

Last year, Pyongyang car-
ried out its sixth nuclear test and 
launched missiles capable of 
reaching the US mainland.

Its actions sent tensions soar-
ing as Kim and Trump traded per-
sonal insults and threats of war.

Washington is pressing for the 
North to give up its weapons in a 

complete, verifiable and irrevers-
ible way.

Pyongyang is demanding as 
yet unspecified security guaran-
tees to discuss its arsenal.

On Saturday North Korea de-
scribed its summit with the South 
as a “historic meeting” that paved 
the way for the start of a new era.

The official KCNA news agen-
cy carried the text of the leaders’ 
Panmunjom Declaration in full 
and said the encounter opened 
the way “for national reconcilia-
tion and unity, peace and pros-
perity.” In the document, Kim 
and Moon “confirmed the com-
mon goal of realizing, through 
complete denuclearisation, a 
nuclear-free Korean Peninsula.” 
But the phrase is a diplomatic 
euphemism open to interpreta-
tion on both sides.

Pyongyang has long wanted 
to see an end to the US military 
presence and nuclear umbrella 
over the South, but it invaded its 
neighbour in 1950 and is the only 
one of the two Koreas to possess 
nuclear weapons.

When Kim stepped over the 
military demarcation line that 
divides the peninsula he became 
the first North Korean leader to set 
foot in the South since the Korean 
War hostilities ceased in 1953 with 
an armistice rather than a peace 
treaty.

He then persuaded Moon 
to step into the North -- a fact 
reported by KCNA on Saturday 
-- and the two leaders shared a 
day of smiles, intimate moments, 
and a half-hour-long one-on-one 
conversation.

In the declaration document, 
the two Korean leaders pledged 
to seek a peace treaty this year 
to formally declare the Korean 
War over, 65 years after hostilities 
ceased with an armistice. 

But agreeing a treaty to for-
mally close the conflict will be 
complicated -- both Seoul and 
Pyongyang claim sovereignty over 
the whole Korean peninsula.

Manila, April 29 (PTI/AFP): Philippine 
President Rodrigo Duterte today said the 
temporary ban on Filipinos going to work 
in Kuwait is now permanent, intensifying 
a diplomatic standoff over the treatment of 
migrant workers in the Gulf nation. 

Duterte in February imposed a pro-
hibition on workers heading to Kuwait 
following the murder of a Filipina maid 
whose body was found stuffed in a freezer 
in the Gulf state.

The crisis deepened after Kuwaiti 
authorities last week ordered Manila’s 
envoy to leave the country over videos of 
Philippine embassy staff helping workers 
in Kuwait flee allegedly abusive employers.

The two nations had been negotiating 
a labour deal that Philippine officials said 
could result in the lifting of the ban but the 
recent escalation in tensions has put an 
agreement in doubt.

“The ban stays permanently. There 
will be no more recruitment for especially 
domestic helpers. No more,” Duterte told 
reporters in his hometown in the southern 
city of Davao. Around 262,000 Filipinos 
work in Kuwait, nearly 60 percent of them 
domestic workers, according to the Philip-
pines’ foreign department.

Last week the Philippines apologised 
over the rescue videos but Kuwaiti officials 
announced they were expelling Manila’s 
ambassador and recalling their own envoy 
from the Southeast Asian nation.

Duterte today described the situation 
in Kuwait as a “calamity”.

He said he would bring home Filipina 
maids who suffered abuse as he appealed 
to workers who wanted to stay in the oil-
rich state.

“I would like to address to their patriot-
ism: come home. No matter how poor we 
are, we will survive. The economy is doing 
good and we are short of our workers,” he 

said.
About 10 million Filipinos work abroad 

to seek high-paying jobs they were unable 
to find at home, and their remittances are 
a major pillar of the Philippine economy.

Duterte said workers returning from 
Kuwait could find employment as English 
teachers in China, citing improved ties 
with Beijing. Describing China as a “true 
friend”, he said he would use Chinese aid 
to fund the workers’ repatriation.

Duterte added that he was not after 
“vengeance” against Kuwait and did not 
“nurture hate”.

“But if my people are considered a 
burden to some of them, to some gov-
ernment mandated to protect them and 
uphold their rights, then we will do our 
part,” he said.

Managua, April 29 (IANS): 
The death toll in protests 
against the Nicaraguan 
government of Daniel Or-
tega rose to 42, officials 
said.

“We have confirmed 
42 dead and have not yet 
determined the status of 
three others,” Nicaraguan 
Centre of Human Rights 
(CENIDH) member Mey-
ling Sierra told Efe news on 
Saturday.

Though other defend-
ers of human rights have 
reported up to 63 deaths, 
based on official and non-
official lists, CENIDH fig-
ures are more conservative 
since they include none 
whose bodies have not 
been identified by their 
families or otherwise veri-
fied.

CENIDH warns, how-
ever that even its own 
number of 48 has been 

made more uncertain due 
to the “forced relocation,” 
considered a grave viola-
tion of human rights, since 
those who feel they are in 
danger must leave the city 
or even the country.

“There is a forced relo-
cation, above all of young 
people who took part in the 
demonstration -- they’re 
afraid of reprisals and won’t 
risk filing a complaint,” 
Sierra said.

The crisis Nicaragua is 
going through has lasted 
11 days, during which time 
Ortega has witnessed a 
massive reaction against 
his government, particu-
larly after the ruling party’s 
shock troopers, directed 
by the Sandinista Youth 
and the National Police, 
used violence to repress the 
protesters.

Nicaraguans demand 
Ortega’s resignation and 
that of his wife, Vice Presi-
dent Rosario Murillo, con-
sidering them repressive 
and corrupt violators of 
human rights, civil rights 
and the freedom of the 
people.

Though the possibil-
ity exists of a dialogue be-
tween the government and 
the private sector to over-
come the crisis, with the 
mediation of the Catho-
lic Church, the people do 
not feel identified with the 
process. 

The Nicaraguan clergy 
this Saturday called for a 
“pilgrimage for the love 
of Nicaragua,” at which 
thousands of people would 
ask for Ortega’s resignation 
from the presidency.

London/Washington, April 
29 (PTI): US President Donald 
Trump has renewed his criticism 
of the new US embassy here, 
describing the south London lo-
cation as “lousy” and “horrible”, 
three months after the mission 
was thrown open to public. 

In January, Trump cancelled 
a “working visit” to the UK 
planned to officially launch the 
new US embassy in Vauxhall, 
blaming a “bad deal” struck by 
the previous Obama-admin-
istration to relocate the base 
from central London to an “off 
location”.

He had criticised the deci-
sion to move the embassy from 
Grosvenor Square in the posh 
Mayfair area of the city to Nine 
Elms, south of the Thames, in 
a USD 1.2 billion project. The 
President described the south 
London location as “lousy” and 
“horrible”, BBC said in a report.

Speaking at a rally in Michi-
gan, the president said: “In the 
UK, in London, we had the best 
site in all of London. The best 

site.
“Well, some genius said: 

‘We’re gonna sell the site and 
then we’re going to take the 
money and build a new em-
bassy’”.

“That sounds good right, 
but you’ve got to have money 
left over if you do that, right? 
By the way, they wanted me to 
cut the ribbon on the embassy 
(in January) and I said: ‘I’m not 
going. I don’t wanna do it’”, BBC 
quoted Trump as saying. The 
building on the Mayfair site was 
never owned outright by the 
United States. It owned a 999-
year leasehold, but the freehold 
is owned by Grosvenor Estates, 
the report said. 

The new embassy in Vauxhall 
was opened on January 16. It 
cost USD 1 billion (730 million 
pound) and holds 800 members 
of staff. 

Trump said he thought - but 
would have to check - that of-
ficials sold the previous site for 
USD 250 million (181 million 
pounds), the report added.

Colombo, April 29 (PTI): The new 
Cabinet of Sri Lanka’s unity govern-
ment will be sworn in on Tuesday, 
President Maithripala Sirisena an-
nounced today, weeks after he had 
suspended Parliament in the back-
drop of the ongoing political turmoil 
in the country.

The unity government of the Sri 
Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP) and 
the United National Party (UNP) 
was thrown into a crisis after former 
president Mahinda Rajapaksa’s new 
party pulled off a stunning victory 
in February’s local elections seen as 
a referendum on the ruling alliance.

Early this month, Sirisena was 
forced to face a vote of no confidence 
in Parliament moved by the Joint 
Opposition which has the backing 
of Rajapaksa.

Wickremesinghe won the vote 
convincingly even after some of the 
unity government’s Sirisena loyalists 
voted for his ouster among them 
were six ministers of the Cabinet.

Wickremesinghe’s party urged 
that those who voted against him 
need sacking from the government. 
Acting ministers were appointed 

to cover for six of them after they 
resigned.

Sirisena, on April 12, made the 
decision to prorogue Parliament by 
virtue of the powers vested in him by 
Article 70 of the Constitution.

A group of 16 Sirisena loyalists is 
to sit in Parliament as a separate op-
position group.

Buoyed by the positive outcome 
of the local polls, the Rajapaksa camp 
now pushes for a snap parliamentary 
election ahead of the scheduled Au-
gust 2020. However the next election 
due is the presidential election which 
must be called by November 2019.

The country had plunged into a 
political crisis after the unity govern-
ment’s parties lost the local council 
elections to Rajapaksa’s Sri Lanka 
People’s Front.

Sirisena immediately urged the 
resignation of Wickremesinghe but 
he resisted.

Sirisena in 2015 quit the then 
Rajapaksa government to join hands 
with Wickremesinghe, the then main 
opposition leader, to defeat Rajapak-
sa in the presidential election ending 
his nearly 10-year rule.

Cairo, April 29 (IANS): Egyptian President 
Abdel-Fattah al-Sisi has vowed to ac-
complish the goals of the ongoing Sinai 
anti-terror operation as soon as possible 
and to fulfil Sinai comprehensive devel-
opment project with over $15 billion by 
2022.

In an event organised by the armed 
forces on Saturday, Sisi expressed grati-
tude to Sinai residents for enduring the 
hard times of the anti-terror security 
campaign in the peninsula, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

“We are totally aware that terrorism 
also exists outside Sinai,” the president 

told a seminar organised by the military 
on the occasion of the 36th anniversary of 
Sinai Liberation Day.The Egyptian army 
in cooperation with the police started on 
February 9 a massive anti-terror security 
campaign named “Sinai 2018,” which left 
so far some 240 terrorists and about 33 
soldiers dead. Sisi said that the residents 
of Sinai are not to bear the responsibility 
for the acts of “the people of evil,” refer-
ring to terrorists and their supporters.

The Egyptian President said in late 
February that Sinai comprehensive de-
velopment operation has already started 
since 2014 and will continue until 2022.

Jerusalem, April 29 (IANS): Israel Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said on 
Sunday that he will discuss “Iran’s ag-
gression” with US State Secretary Mike 
Pompeo in Jerusalem.

Netanyahu referred to Pompeo as 
a “true friend of Israel”, Xinhua news 
agency reported. He said he will discuss 
with Pompeo the regional developments 
including “Iran’s growing aggression and 

the nuclear deal with Iran”. 
Netanyahu has been one of the most 

vocal opponents of the nuclear deal.
US President Donald Trump is due to 

announce on May 12 whether he decides 
to extend the waiver on nuclear-related 
sanctions against Iran. Re-imposing the 
sanctions might jeopardize the landmark 
accord signed in 2015 between Iran and 
six world powers.

New York, April 29 (PTI): 
Thousands of Sikhs in the 
US have participated in the 
annual ‘Sikh Day Parade’ 
in the heart of Manhat-
tan here, spreading aware-
ness about the faith amid 
incidents of hate crimes 
against the minority com-
munity.

Men, women and chil-
dren, dressed in their tradi-
tional finery, turned out in 
large numbers for the 31st 
‘Sikh Day Parade’ yester-
day, inundating Manhat-
tan with a sea of turbans.

The parade included 
live music, dance, perform-
ances by children, march-
ing bands, display of Sikh 
martial arts, decorated 
floats as well as culinary 
offerings as participants 
marched down several 
blocks along Manhattan’s 
Madison Avenue.

New York City Police 
Commissioner James 
O’Neill and Hoboken 
Mayor Ravinder S Bhal-
la attended the parade. 
O’Neill said it was an hon-

our for him to take part in 
the parade. “As our great 
city grows more diverse, 
we’re committed to mak-
ing sure the #NYPD does, 
too. The best way to serve 
all neighbourhoods is to 
ensure every community is 
represented within our de-
partment. Public safety will 
always be a shared respon-
sibility,” O’Neill tweeted.

Sikhs of NY co-found-
er Chanpreet Singh said 
members of his team did 
“sewa” at the “langar” of 
the parade, referring to the 
Sikh practice of commu-
nity kitchens and offering 
free food to people.

“The parade is a cel-
ebration for our culture. 
It helps us portray what 
we believe in. Such events 
help in creating aware-
ness about the Sikh culture 
and how it is accepting of 
other faiths and traditions,” 
Singh told PTI.

He said the Sikh com-
munity has faced hate 
crimes since the 9/11 at-
tacks and through events 

such as the Sikh parade, 
the community hopes to 
convey to the “everyday 
Americans or western per-
sons that we are just like 
you and Sikh values are like 
American values”.

A Sikh organisation in 

the US had recently cre-
ated a world record by tying 
thousands of turbans with-
in a few hours as members 
of the community com-
memorated the annual 
Turban Day at the iconic 
Times Square in New York. 

According to Sikh rights 
group Sikh Coalition, fol-
lowing the 9/11 attacks, 
Sikhs remain hundreds of 
times more likely to be tar-
geted in cases of profiling, 
bigotry and backlash than 
others.
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 University students of the “Universidad Nacional Agraria,” fire home-
made mortars into the air as they show their support to the caravan 
of peasants arriving from the Nicaraguan hinterlands to participate in 
a massive march called by the Catholic Church as a day of prayer, in 
Managua, Nicaragua, Saturday, April 28, 2018.

AP/PTI

“The Five Beloved,” a ceremonial honor guard, move along Madison Ave. near the front of the Sikh Day 
Parade, an annual Nagar Keertan “meditation celebration” Saturday, April 28, 2018, in New York. 

AP/PTI

File Photo:  Kim Jong Un

Kim offers to close nuclear test 
site in May, invite US experts

Philippines’ Duterte calls 
Kuwait work ban ‘permanent’

Death toll in Nicaragua protests rises to 42 Trump again criticises new 
US embassy in London

Lanka’s new Cabinet to be sworn 
in on May 1 — President Sirisena

Egypt’s al-Sisi vows to eradicate terror in Sinai

Israel to discuss ‘Iran’s aggression’ with Pompeo

Thousands participate in annual ‘Sikh Day Parade’ in US

AP/PTI

File Photo:  Rodrigo Duterte
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Cumberbatch swears on TV because of Iron Man
Hollywood star Benedict Cumberbatch got the fright of his life during an ap-
pearance on “The Ellen DeGeneres Show” when someone dressed as Iron Man 
popped up out of a table next to him. The actor was promoting his new movie 
“Avengers: Infinity War” on the show and chatting about his dream of starring in 
a horror film, reports aceshowbiz.com. He said: “I scare easy.”  Then the masked 
man appeared beside him. Losing his cool, the “Doctor Strange” star screamed: 
“F**k off... Oh f**k!”. He then asked the show’s host Ellen DeGeneres: “Am I still 
alive? This isn’t heaven?” I should know this happens on this show...,” he added.  
Cumberbatch added: “Now you’ve got me on real high alert...” (IANS)

‘Being born as woman a 
huge award’ for Sushmita

Queensryche enthrals rock music 
lovers at ShiRock festival in Manipur 

Will share at right time — Anil Kapoor on 
daughter Sonam’s wedding reports

Dave Grohl is ‘ashamed’ of ‘massive 
jerk’ Donald Trump

F
ormer Miss Universe 
Sushmita Sen says that to 
be born as a woman itself 
is a huge award.

Sushmita interacted 
with the media at the I Am Woman 
Award 2018 ceremony here on 
Saturday. 

After receiving an award, Su-
shmita said: “I think the fact that 
I am born as a woman itself is 
a huge award in my life. And 
then to have an organization 
like Karan Gupta Education 
Foundation which holds 
prestigious and inspiring 
awards for women and rec-
ognizing them from different 
field... is really amazing. 

“They are pioneers and in-
spire women the way forward 
for generations. For them to 
give me an award, it just feels 
lovely because they have named 
it as ‘I Am Woman’ and I am a big 
believer of the concept of ‘I Am’ 
so, it’s a lovely connect. I am 
very privileged and honoured 
that they thought of me.”

On rising rape cases in India, 
Sushmita said: “I have stopped 
giving my opinions on these 
issues because what happens is 
that we talk and protest a lot for 
a certain period but we don’t 
come up with a concrete out-
come on these issues.

“In the entire world, 
including our own country, 
there are unfair and unjust 
things happening. That 
is not a new thing but 
after that we have the 
option of two things, 
first is that, we can 
forget things just 
by feeling sad 
about it.

“Another is 
that, we can 
set an exam-
ple who can 
inspire people. 
There are men 
in our country 
who help and 
support women. 
So we have to high-
light them instead 

of highlighting people who commit 
such crimes. That’s what we are try-
ing to do here. I hope that helps.”

Sushmita, also an actress, shared 
her thoughts for India’s future gen-
eration.

“It’s very done to death state-
ment that ‘children are the 

future’ and the ‘youth have the 
world’s power at their hand’ 
and they have to decide 
the way forward. But it is 
the truth because the 

choices which we 
are making 
today and 
making 
them at 
a time 

when you are not an 18-year-old 
like me who didn’t have Google, 
YouTube and the social media,” she 
said.  “Their opinions are going to 
shape the way things move forward. 
So, they should make it look good 
by not losing themselves in social 
media and social structuring. They 
should find themselves and get out 
and change it.” she added.

IANS

A
merican heavy metal 
rock band Queensry-
che  rocked thousands 
of fans and rock music 
lovers during their 

debut performance in India on 
the closing day of five-day ShiRock 
2018 Festival, an international rock 
music festival cum rock music 
competition for best bands in NE 
India from April 24-28 at Bakshi 
ground in Ukhrul, the beautiful hill 
town of Manipur, 84 km north east 
of Imphal on April 28.

The progressive metal band 
took the stage around 9:30 pm by 
belting out all time good ‘Revolu-
tion calling’ penned by the band’s 
former vocalist Geoff Tate and 
guitarist Michael Wilton as their 
opening number of the non-stop 
90 minute show.

The band’s front man and vo-
calist Todd La Torre also unleashed 
a good number of popular tracks 
including  ‘Empire,’ ‘Queensryche,’ 
‘Operation: Mindcrime’ ,’Breaking 
the silence,’ ‘Road to madness,’ 
’Eyes of the strangers,’ etc.

Playing for a huge crowd num-

bering to 25,000, the five member 
Seattle based metal band took 38 
hours to reach Imphal for their de-
but show in India, the vocalist Torre 
continued to render the band’s 
touching ballad ‘Silent Lucidity’ 
and mind blowing powerful track 
‘Take hold of the Flame,’ during his 
first ever performance in India’s 
Northeast region, which is emerg-
ing as the most popular destination 
for international rock bands.

Though music loving audience 
the lauded the amazing (non-
stop) performance of the visiting 
American band during Saturday 
night show, some of the hard core 
Queensryche fans who drove 
down straight to the hill town to 
witness the feast of metal music 
expressed disappointment over the 
absence of guitar and drum solos 
by Michael Wilton and Casey Grillo. 
“We really miss the guitar and 
drum solos,” feels Nobody, a fan 
from Imphal.

On the other hand, Mizoram’s 
Reverse Tragedy walks away the 
winner’s title with a cheque of INR 
10 lakh in the ShiRock 2018 rock 

music competition after com-
peting with 20 rock bands of the 
region. 

The first runner up title (with a 
cheque of INR 5 lakh) was awarded 
to Avora Records (Mizoram) and 
Ambush (Assam) while the second 
runner up title (with a cheque 
of INR 2.5 lakh) to Dream Street 
(Manipur) and Jammers Graveyard 
(Assam). Popular choice award 
of the fest was bagged by Fame 
The Band of Meghalaya while the 
Alamle Herrang from Senapati 
(Manipur) was adjudged as winner 
of 2018 Tribal Euphony.

It may be mentioned that Shi-
Rock 2018 Festival was organised 
as part of Manipur government 
sponsored Shirui Lily Festival (April 
24-28) that aims in promoting the 
conservation of the endangered 
state flower Shirui Lily and also to 
promote young talented artistes.  

Shirui Lily flower is a unique and 
rare species of terrestrial lily grown 
naturally, and only found in Shirui 
peak in Ukhrul, Manipur. This sea-
sonal flower blooms in Summer.

Our Correspondent

A
ctor Anil Kapoor today 
remained tight-lipped 
on the reports of his 
daughter Sonam Ka-
poor’s wedding and said 

people will get to know everything 
“at the right time”. There have been 
reports that Sonam is set to tie the 
knot with beau Anand Ahuja early 
next month. 

The pictures of Anil’s bungalow 
decorated with lights, with wife Su-
nita overseeing the preparation, are 
doing the rounds on social media. 

When asked about it, the actor 
told reporters, “Media has always 
been with me and my family when 
we began our careers. We will share 
everything at the right time. You all 
will know very soon. We won’t hide 
these details. You will know why 
there is lighting outside the house.” 

He was speaking at the 19th 
edition of the International Indian 
Film Academy (IIFA) Awards voting 
weekend here.

Anil, who will next be seen in 
“Race 3” co-starring with Salman 

Khan, said he shares a comfortable 
relationship with the superstar.

“Salman has done things whole-
heartedly. When you (will) watch 
the film, you will realise it. We have 
made an entertaining film. I have 
done many films with Salman and 
people liked it. When I am working 
with Salman saab, it doesn’t feel like 
I am working,” he said. 

The duo has starred in films 
such as “No Entry”, “Yuvraaj”, 
“Salaam-e-Ishq” and “Biwi No 1”.

PTI

F
oo Fighters frontman 
Dave Grohl said that 
Donald Trump “just 
seems like a massive 
jerk.” In a new interview, 

he stepped up his frequent criti-
cism of the president by saying 

that he is “ashamed” of him.
“The American Dream 

was still tangible, still desir-
able,” he told the British 
edition of GQ. “Today, 
the American Dream is 
broken. I’ve probably 
travelled internationally 
more than our current 
president and the one 
thing I understand that he 

doesn’t is 
that the 

world isn’t as big as you think it is. It 
is all in your neighborhood. India, 
Asia, Iceland aren’t other solar sys-
tems. I am ashamed of our presi-
dent. I feel apologetic for it when I 
travel.”

But he also acknowledged that 
he wasn’t likely to change anyone’s 
opinions, and that, regardless of 
where they stand politically, music is 
a unifying force: “Listen, who cares 
what I think about guns or religion, 
but the thing about Trump that 
stings the most is this: he just seems 
like a massive jerk. Right?” he con-
tinued. “I know a lot of wonderful 
people who don’t share my politics 
and you can bet tomorrow night in 
the stadium not everyone will share 
the same opinion or hold the same 
views. But when I sing ‘My Hero’ 
they will all sing it with me. In the 
three hours that I am on stage, none 
of that matters.”

Last year, Grohl spoke about the 
influence that Trump, then running 
for office, had on the lyrics found 
on Concrete and Gold, which he 
said had a theme of “hope and 
desperation,” for the future of the 
world his children will inherit.

“I’m looking at a candidate that 
has blatant disregard for the future 

environmentally, when it comes to 
women’s rights, diplomatically,” he 
said. “I have three daughters that are 
going to survive me for decades — 
how are they going to get on unless 
there’s some positive and progres-
sive change?”

He later revealed a conversation 
with one of his daughters on the 

night of Trump’s election, where 
he used it to teach her a 

lesson: “I basically told 
her, ‘You can’t give up 

hope. You just have 
to fight the good 
fight. You have to 
stand up and rep-
resent the things 
that you actually 
believe in.’ That’s 
what everybody 
should do, but 
I think it’s hard 
for a kid to 
understand 
that.”

Ultimate-
classicrock

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

11 am, 2 pm, 5 pm: Avengers: Infinity 
War (Eng) 3D
8 pm: Avengers : Infinity War (Eng) 2D

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule
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Actor Owen Wilson gripping the myoelectric prosthetic arm of a United States 
Marine. (For representational purpose)

Crack in Mars 2020 rover heat 
shield won’t delay mission — NASA

Scientists in shock as NASA junks first-ever robotic mission to Moon

Scientists find new way to produce hydrogen fuel from sunlight

AI could help 
soldiers learn 
faster in combat

Researchers edit gene to reduce blood cholesterol levels

NASA’s Hubble 
captured first image of 
surviving companion 
to supernova

New module could give prosthetic arms delicate sense of touch

Scientists confirm growing oxygen-
less ‘dead zone’ in Gulf of Oman

Washington, April 29 (IANS): NASA 
has said that a crack that it detected in 
the Mars 2020 rover’s heat shield will 
not change the mission’s launch date.

The fracture, which occurred 
near the shield’s outer edge and 
spans the circumference of the 
component, was discovered on 
April 12, after the shield completed 
a week-long test at a Lockheed Mar-
tin facility near Denver. 

In a statement this week, NASA 
said it was working to build a re-
placement heat shield structure for 
the Mars rover. 

“The situation will not affect the 

mission’s launch readiness date of 
July 17, 2020,” the statement added.

The test was designed to subject 
the heat shield to forces up to 20 per 
cent greater than those expected 
during entry into the Martian at-
mosphere. 

The heat shield is part of the 
thermal protection system and 
aeroshell designed to encapsulate 
and protect the Mars 2020 rover and 
landing system from the intense 
heat generated during descent into 
the Martian atmosphere. 

The structure was originally 
tested in 2008 and was one of two 

heat shields manufactured in sup-
port of the Mars Science Laboratory 
mission, which successfully landed 
the Curiosity rover on Mars in Au-
gust 2012.

The current heat shield will 
be repaired in order to support 
the pre-launch spacecraft testing 
while a new heat shield structure is 
readied for flight over the next year, 
NASA said.

The Mars 2020 rover is designed 
to seek signs of habitable condi-
tions on Mars in the ancient past, 
and also search for signs of past 
microbial life. 

Washington, April 28 
(IANS): In a major disap-
pointment to the lunar 
scientists’ community, the 
US space agency has can-
celled the first-ever robotic 
mission to Moon that was 
supposed to excavate ma-
terial such as hydrogen, 
oxygen and water from the 
lunar poles.

According a report in 
The Verge on Friday, NASA 
pulled the plug on Re-
source Prospector that 
aimed to be the first min-
ing expedition on another 
world. 

“There are no other 
(NASA) missions being 
planned to go to the sur-
face of the Moon,” Phil 
Metzger, Planetary Physi-
cist at University of Cen-
tral Florida who is part 
of the team for Resource 
Prospector, was quoted as 
saying.

Building on the find-
ings of the Lunar Crater 
Observation and Sensing 
Satellite (LCROSS) and 
Lunar Reconnaissance 
Orbiter (LRO) missions 
that proved the existence 
of water on the Moon, Re-
source Prospector planned 
to take the next step and 
harvest resources.

According to an ear-
lier NASA statement, the 
agency planed to launch 
Resource Prospector in 
the 2020s. 

“After a three-day jour-
ney from the Earth to the 
moon, the lander will set 

Bengaluru, April 28 (IANS): The 
energy provided by sunlight in an 
hour is equivalent to mankind’s 
total energy consumption for 
one year, but the development 
of devices to turn this abundant 
natural gift into a feasible energy 
source for mankind had remained 
a challenge.

A new research, led by Gov-
inder Singh Pawar -- an Indian 
origin scientist at the University of 
Exeter in the UK -- has given a ray 
of hope for the solar fuel.

According to the report, pub-
lished in the journal Scientific 
Reports, the team of researchers 
developed an innovative method 
to split water into its constituent 
parts - Hydrogen and Oxygen - us-
ing sunlight. 

The hydrogen can then be 
used as a fuel, with the potential 
to power everyday items such as 
homes and vehicles. 

Hydrogen is considered to be a 
promising alternative fuel source 
that is clean -- its only by-product 
is water -- and is capable of re-
placing fossil fuels.

“The Hydrogen fuel that can 
be created through this synthetic 
photosynthesis method would 
not only severely reduce carbon 
emissions, but would also create a 
virtually limitless energy source,” 
the university said in a statement.

“Photo electro-chemical” wa-
ter splitting, emulating the natu-
ral photosynthesis using man-
made materials, has long been 
considered as the Holy Grail to a 
carbon-free hydrogen economy.

However, efforts to produce 
efficient stable semiconductor 
material, in order to effectively 
convert sunlight to a storable 
widespread energy source, had so 
far proved elusive.

The ground-breaking new re-
search by Pawar and co-workers 
at University’s Environment and 
Sustainability Institute centres 
on the use of a revolutionary 
photo-electrode - made from 
nanoparticles of the elements 
lanthanum(La), iron(Fe) and 
oxygen(O). 

Here, the team utilised Lan-
thanum iron oxide (LaFeO3) to 

create a semiconducting material 
that gave the ideal results for the 
production of Hydrogen from 
water using sunlight, making it 
the strongest candidate yet for 
renewable Hydrogen generation.

The researchers believe their 
novel photo-electrode made using 
“scalable spray pyrolysis method” 
is not only cheap to produce, but 
can also be recreated on a larger 
scale for mass and worldwide use.

“To the best of our knowledge, 
we report for the first time the 
nanostructured LaFeO3 photo-
electrode for spontaneous Hydro-
gen evolution from water without 
any external applied bias,” the 
researchers said.

“Moreover, our material has 
excellent stability where, after 
21 hours of testing, it does not 
degrade, ideal for water splitting 
purpose.”

The university in its statement 
said that Pawar and his colleagues 
“are currently working on further 
improving our material to make 
it more efficient to produce Hy-
drogen”.

New York, April 28 (IANS): 
A novel machine learn-
ing technique could help 
soldiers to learn 13 times 
faster than conventional 
methods as well as help 
save lives, say researchers, 
including one of Indian-
origin.

Using a low-cost, light-
weight hardware and im-
plementing collaborative 
filtering -- a well-known 
machine learning tech-
nique -- the team found 
that soldiers are able to de-
cipher hints of information 
faster and more quickly 
deploy solutions, such as 
recognising threats like a 
vehicle-borne improvised 
explosive device, or po-
tential danger zones from 
aerial war zone images.

This technique could 
eventually become part of a 
suite of tools embedded on 
the next generation combat 
vehicle, offering cognitive 
services and devices for 
warfighters in distributed 
coalition environments, 
said Rajgopal Kannan, a re-
searcher, from the US Army 
Research Laboratory.

This work is part of 
Army’s larger focus on ar-
tificial intelligence and ma-
chine learning research 
initiatives pursued to help 
to gain a strategic advan-
tage and ensure warfighter 
superiority with applica-
tions such as on-field adap-
tive processing and tactical 
computing, he said.

The paper on this new 
research won the best-
paper award at the 26th 
ACM/SIGDA International 
Symposium on Field Pro-
grammable Gate Arrays 
in Monterey, California in 
February.

New York, April 28 (IANS): Using 
the cutting-edge CRISPR/Cas9 
genetic engineering technique, 
researchers, including one of 
Indian-origin, have successfully 
turned off a gene that regulates 
cholesterol levels in adult mice.

The silencing of the gene 
led to reduced blood choles-
terol levels and gene repression 
lasting for six months after a 
single treatment, said the study 
published online in the journal 
Nature Communications. 

The CRISPR/Cas9 system is 
based on an antiviral defence 
mechanism in bacteria in which 

the Cas9 enzyme recognises the 
viral DNA sequences of previous 
infections and cuts up invading 
DNA during re-infection. 

Researchers have engineered 
the CRISPR/Cas9 system to not 
only locate and cut specific se-
quences of DNA, but to also 
turn on or off the expression of 
targeted genes without making 
permanent changes to the DNA 
coding sequence. 

In the current study, the re-
searchers tested their delivery 
system by silencing Pcsk9, a gene 
that regulates cholesterol levels.

While several drugs have been 

developed to treat high choles-
terol and cardiovascular disease 
by blocking the activity of Pcsk9, 
this new approach could prevent 
Pcsk9 from being made.

“We previously used these 
same types of tools to turn genes 
on and off in cultured cells, and we 
wanted to see if we could also de-
liver them to animal models with 
an approach that is relevant for 
gene therapy,” said Charles Gers-
bach, Associate professor at Duke 
University in North Carolina.

While the experiment was 
successful, the researchers also 
observed release of liver enzymes 

into the blood. 
“Following injection, we saw 

that levels of our target gene, 
Pcsk9, were reduced, but we 
also observed increases in ex-
pression of many immune cell 
genes, which indicates that im-
mune cells were infiltrating the 
liver after we delivered Cas9 to the 
mice,” said Pratiksha Thakore, the 
PhD student who led the work in 
Gersbach’s lab. 

“Gaining a better understand-
ing of this immune response and 
how to modulate it will be impor-
tant for using Cas9 technologies 
for therapies,” Thakore said.

Washington, April 27 
(IANS): NASA’s Hubble 
Space Telescope has cap-
tured the first image of a 
surviving companion to 
a supernova, a compel-
ling evidence that some 
supernovas originate in 
double-star systems, the 
US space agency said.

Seventeen years ago, 
astronomers had wit-
nessed a supernova go 
off 40 million light-years 
away in the galaxy called 
NGC 7424, located in the 
southern constellation 
Grus, the Crane, the NASA 
statement said. 

The image of the com-
panion star was seen in 
the fading afterglow of 
that supernova, called SN 
2001ig.

S N  2 0 0 1 i g  i s  c a t -
egorised as a Type IIb 
stripped-envelope super-
nova. This type of super-
nova is unusual because 
most, but not all, of the 
hydrogen is gone prior to 
the explosion. 

According to the study, 
published in the Astro-
physical Journal, the su-
pernova’s companion star 
was not just an innocent 
bystander to the explo-
sion. Instead, it was most 
likely the instigator, as 
it siphoned off almost 
all of the hydrogen from 
the doomed star’s stellar 
envelope, the region that 
transports energy from 
the star’s core to its atmo-
sphere. 

Millions of years be-
fore the primary star went 
supernova, the compan-
ion’s thievery created an 
instability in the primary 

star, causing it to episodi-
cally blow off a cocoon 
and shells of hydrogen gas 
before the catastrophe.

Originally, these type 
of exploding star were 
thought to come from 
single stars with very fast 
winds that pushed off the 
outer envelopes. 

However, when as-
tronomers started look-
ing for the primary stars 
from which supernovas 
were spawned, they could 
not find them for many 
stripped-envelope super-
novas.

“That was especially 
bizarre, because astrono-
mers expected that they 
would be the most mas-
sive and the brightest pro-
genitor stars,” said Ori 
Fox, an astronomer at the 
Space Telescope Science 
Institute in Baltimore, US. 

“Also, the sheer num-
ber of stripped-envelope 
supernovas is greater than 
predicted.” 

This fact led astrono-
mers to hypothesise that 
Type IIb stripped-enve-
lope supernovae may in-
stead be a result of co-
orbiting pairs of binary 
stars. 

“We know that the 
majority of massive stars 
are in binary pairs,” said 
lead author Stuart Ry-
der, an astronomer at the 
Australian Astronomi-
cal Observatory (AAO) in 
Sydney. 

“Many of these bina-
ry pairs will interact and 
transfer gas from one star 
to the other when their 
orbits bring them close 
together,” he noted.

New York, April 28 (IANS): Los-
ing an arm need not mean losing 
all sense of touch as researchers 
have developed a new sensory 
control module that may enable 
users of prosthetic arms to to 
be able to reliably feel and hold 
things as delicate as a child’s 
hand.

“We’re giving sensation back 
to someone who’s lost their hand. 
The idea is that we no longer want 
the prosthetic hand to feel like a 
tool, we want it to feel like an ex-
tension of the body,” said Aadeel 
Akhtar of University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign in the US.

“Commercial prosthetics 
don’t have good sensory feed-
back. This is a step toward get-
ting reliable sensory feedback to 
users of prosthetics,” said Akhtar 
who is the lead author of a paper 
describing the sensory control 
module. 

In the study published in the 
journal Science Robotics, the 
researchers described a control 
algorithm that regulates the cur-
rent so a prosthetics user feels 
steady sensation, even when the 
electrodes begin to peel off or 
when sweat builds up.

Prosthetic arms that offer 
nerve stimulation have sensors 
in the fingertips, so that when the 
user comes in contact with some-
thing, an electrical signal on the 

skin corresponds to the amount 
of pressure the arm exerts. 

For example, a light touch 
would generate a light sensation, 
but a hard push would have a 
stronger signal.

However, there have been 
many problems with giving users 
reliable feedback, said principal 
investigator of the study Timothy 
Bretl, Professor at University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

During ordinary wear over 
time, the electrodes connected 
to the skin can begin to peel off, 
causing a build-up of electrical 
current on the area that remains 
attached, which can give the user 
painful shocks. 

Alternately, sweat can impede 
the connection between the elec-
trode and the skin, so that the user 
feels less or even no feedback at all.

“A steady, reliable sensory 
experience could significantly 
improve a prosthetic user’s qual-
ity of life,” Bretl said.

The new controller monitors 
the feedback the patient is experi-
encing and automatically adjusts 
the current level so that the user 
feels steady feedback, even when 
sweating or when the electrodes 
are 75 per cent peeled off, the 
study said. 

In a test where the electrodes 
were progressively peeled back, 
the researchers found that that 

the control module reduced the 
electrical current so that the users 
reported steady feedback without 
shocks. 

The researchers believe that 
adding the controlled stimulation 
module would cost much less 

than the prosthetic itself.
The group is working on min-

iaturising the module that pro-
vides the electrical feedback, 
so that it fits inside a prosthetic 
arm rather than attaching to the 
outside.

London, April 27 (IANS): Researchers of a British 
university have brought to light the existence of a 
fast-growing “dead zone” devoid of oxygen in the 
Gulf of Oman, spelling environmental disater for 
fish and marine plants in the area, as well as 
for people reliant on the ocean for food and 
employment.

University of East Anglia (UEA) re-
searchers have confirmed a dramatic 
decrease in oxygen in the Gulf of Oman, 
in an area larger than Scotland, using 
underwater robots called Seagliders 
that can reach depths of 1,000 me-
tres, a release from the university 
said on Friday. 

The study led by UEA, in 
collaboration with Oman’s 
Sultan Qaboos University, 
collected data in areas of 
water previously inacces-
sible due to piracy and 
geo-political tensions. 

“New research from the University of East Anglia has 
confirmed a dramatic decrease in oxygen in the Gulf of 
Oman part of the Arabian Sea. But the environmental 
disaster is worse than expected,” UEA said. 

“Where the Seagliders expected some oxygen, they 
found an area larger than Scotland with almost no oxy-
gen left.”

According to the team leader Bastien Queste from 
UEA’s School of Environmental Sciences, the situation 
in this part of the Arabian Sea, which is the largest and 
thickest dead zone in the world, has been made worse 
by climate change, “as warmer waters hold less oxygen, 

and by fertiliser and sewage running off the land 
into the seas.”

“Dead zones are areas devoid of oxygen. In 
the ocean, these are also known as ‘oxygen 

minimum zones’ and they are naturally oc-
curring between 200 and 800 meters deep 

in some parts of the world,” Queste said 
in a statement. 

“Our research shows that the situa-
tion is actually worse than feared, and 

that the area of dead zone is vast and 
growing. The ocean is suffocating.

“Of course all fish, marine 
plants and other animals need 

oxygen, so they can’t survive 
there. It’s a real environ-

mental problem, with dire 
consequences for hu-

mans too who rely on 
the oceans for food and 
employment,” he said. 

According to UEA, the 
team combined their Seaglider data with a very high-
resolution computer simulation to determine how 
oxygen is spread around the north-western Arabian Sea 
throughout different seasons and the monsoons.

“They found that the deadzone moves up and down 
between seasons, causing fish to be squeezed in a thin 
layer near the surface,” it said.

“Management of the fisheries and ecosystems of 
the western Indian Ocean over coming decades will 
depend on better understanding and forecasting of 
oxygen levels in key areas such as the Gulf of Oman,” 
Queste said.

down on the lunar surface 
and deploy a rover carry-
ing the “in-situ resource 
utilisation” (ISRU) instru-
ments. 

“As the rover traverses 
the lunar surface, it will 
use prospecting tools to 
search for sub-surface wa-
ter, hydrogen and other 
volatiles,” the US space 
agency had said.

After The Verge put out 
the story, NASA issued 
a statement, saying that 
“some of the instruments 
from the Resource Pros-
pector mission would be 
used in other missions 
that would land on the 
moon later”. 

“We’re committed to 
lunar exploration. Re-
source Prospector instru-

ments will go forward in 
an expanded lunar surface 
campaign. More landers. 
More science. More explo-
ration,” new NASA chief 
Jim Bridenstine tweeted 
on Saturday.

In a letter to Briden-
stine, the Lunar Explora-
tion Analysis Group has 
called for the mission to be 
reinstated and scheduled 
to launch in 2022, The Wall 
Street Journal reported. 

“This action is viewed 
with both incredulity and 
dismay by our commu-
nity,” the group wrote.

According to NASA, 
harvesting consumables 
and fuel off of Earth is an 
important step in truly 
pioneering space. 

“Resource Prospec-

tor is an early expedition 
that will help NASA and 
its partners to better un-
derstand the quality and 
quantity of water and oth-
er volatiles on the moon 
that could support human 
explorers on the lunar sur-
face.

“The technologies and 
operational capabilities 
that Resource Prospector 
validates also will have 
direct extensibility toward 
how we may someday har-
vest resources on Mars, an 
asteroid, or other plane-
tary bodies,” the US space 
agency added.

The news comes at a 
time when US President 
Donald Trump has signed 
his administration’s first 
space policy directive, for-
mally directing NASA to 
send astronauts back to 
the moon and, eventually 
Mars.

“The directive I’m 
signing today will refo-
cus  Amer ican space 
programme. It marks an 
important step in return-
ing American astronauts 
to the moon for the first 
time since 1972 for long-
term exploration and use,” 
Trump said in December.

“This time, we will not 
only plant our flag and 
leave our footprint we 
will establish a founda-
tion for an eventual mis-
sion to Mars and perhaps 
some day to many worlds 
beyond,” the US Presi-
dent said.



Jaipur, April 29 (PTI): Sun-
risers Hyderabad bowlers' 
impressive defence of mod-
est totals continued as the 
visitors pulled off a 11-run 
win over Rajasthan Royals 
on a tricky pitch to claim 
the top spot in the Indian 
Premier League (IPL) here 
today.

Electing to bat, Hyder-
abad posted 151 for seven, 
built around captain Kane 
Williamson's 63-run knock, 
his fourth fifty of the season, 
and his 92-run partnership 
with Englishman Alex Hales 
(45) , playing his first game 
of this edition. 

They set up the plat-
form for a kill towards the 
end, but once they were dis-
missed, none of the follow-
ing batsmen could make a 
substantial contribution.

For the hosts, Jofra Ar-
cher (3/26) was once again 
impressive with his pace 
and consistent execution 
of yorkers, while spinner 
Krishnappa Gowtham pro-
vided vital breakthroughs, 
conceding only 18 runs in 
his four overs. 

Home captain Ajinkya 
Rahane (65 not out, 53 
balls) showed patience and 
Sanju Samson hit a 30-ball 
40 but they left too much for 
the end. Hyderabad pace 
duo of Sandeep Sharma 
(1/15) and Siddarth Kaul 
(2/23) were very effective in 
drying up the runs.

The hosts required 27 
from the last two overs but 
Siddarth Kual conceded 
only six runs and also re-
moved local boy Mahipal 
Lomror (11). 

Krishnappa Gowtham 
(8) could not recreate the 
magic he had managed 
against Mumbai Indians 
when he had blasted a 11-
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Sunrisers Hyderabad captain Kane Williamson plays a shot 
against Rajasthan Royals during an IPL T20  cricket match in 
Jaipur on Sunday. 

PTI

The NWA contingent prior to their departure at Dimapur Railway Station. 

IPL: Sunrisers beat 
Royals to claim top spot 

Wresting team from Nagaland 
leaves for national championship 

Football heading may be 
worse for brain than collisions

Born -30.07.1977 Died -20.04.2018

We, the bereaved family members and relatives 
of our beloved late Rokovizo Soliezuo of 
Zhadima Village wishes to acknowledge with 

heartfelt appreciation and gratitude to all who supported 
us by your kind expression of sympathy, physically, 
financially and materially at his sudden demise on 20th 
April 2018. There are no words that seem adequate 
enough to say thank you to each individual, families, 
neighbours, friends, Churches and Organisations that 
stood by us at this time of our loss and sorrow.

We are much indebted to you yet we are unable to 
repay you but it is our fervent prayer that the Almighty 
God bless each and every one of you abundantly.

~ Loving parents, brothers, 
sisters and relatives
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ball 33 to pull off a sensa-
tional win as Basil Thampi 
(/126 in 2 overs) did bowl an 
impressive final over.

Hyderabad now lead 
the table with 12 points and 
are followed by Chennai 
Super Kings (10) and Kings 
XI Punjab (10).

Earlier, Hales, playing 
his first game of the sea-
son, built the innings pa-
tiently with his captain after 
Gowtham ensured that Shi-
khar Dhawan's (6) string of 

low scores continued as the 
left-hander dragged one on 
to his stumps. 

The ball was too close 
to the body as Dhawan at-
tempted to steer it past 
slips. His sequence of scores 
in the last four matches 
read: 11, 5, 0 (retired hurt) 
and 7. 

Hales though played 
some good cuts and drives. 
Williamson was dropped 
on 11 by Rahul Tripathi 
in slip cordon off Archer, 

immediately after the bats-
man had hit a bowler's back 
drive.

Home captain Rahane 
used his resources smartly, 
using as many as seven 
bowlers, making frequent 
bowling changes. The spin 
duo of Gowtham and Ish 
Sodhi (1/25) was very effec-
tive in keeping the batsmen 
in a tight leash. 

The pacers were disci-
plined and also swung the 
ball, never letting Hales and 
Williamson go after them.

T h e  t w o  b a t s m e n 
though steadily built the 
innings even as Hales was 
dropped on an individual 
score of 26 by Ben Stokes 
off leg-spinner Ish Sodhi. 
The two batsmen mostly 
relied on working the ball 
around. 

T h e  K i w i  c a p t a i n 
chanced his arms against 
Jaydev Unadkat, plunder-
ing 21 runs in the 12th over 
and completed his half-
century, his fourth in this 
edition.

W i l l i a m s o n  t h e n 
launched into a half-volley 
from Archer depositing it 
to the stands, giving the 
ran-rate some necessary 
push. Rahane brought back 
Gowtham and he broke the 
partnership by getting rid of 
the England batsman. 

Sodhi had Williamson 
caught behind off a ball that 
bounced very low, took a 
faint edge and was taken 
by Jos Buttler behind the 
stumps. 

Young West Indies born 
pacer Archer then dis-
missed Shakib Al Hasan (6) 
and Yusuf Pathan (2) in the 
18th over. The consistent 
wickets meant that visi-
tors failed to finish with a 
flourish.

Dimapur, April 29 (EMN): 
Fourteen wrestlers from 
the Nagaland Wrestling As-
sociation (NWA) will par-
ticipate in the 6th National 
Traditional Wrestling and 
Pankration Championship 
(NTWPC) 2018 to be held in 
Pune from May 2 to 5th. The 
team left for Pune on April 
29 morning. 

The NWA contingent 
includes Menuosetuo Yiese, 
Vekutho Soho, Visedelhou 
Chusi, Kevikhrietuo Chusi, 
Kudupoyi Nakro, Neiphret-
uo Zhunyu, Shezove Therie, 
Herahungdibo, Kedalung, 
Bongtang Phom, Bailout A 
Phom, Kusayi Tsutso, Vehu-
to Nakro, and Kekhriekuolie 
Khawakhrie. 

The team was led by 
NWA general secretary Ve-

New York, April 29 (IANS): 
Worsening cognitive func-
tion in football players 
stems mainly from frequent 
ball heading rather than 
unintentional head impacts 
due to collisions, research-
ers have warned.

The findings suggest 
that efforts to reduce long-
term brain injuries may be 
focusing too narrowly on 
preventing accidental head 
collisions.

"Unintentional head 
impacts are generally con-
sidered the most common 
cause of diagnosed con-
cussions in soccer, so it's 
understandable that cur-
rent prevention efforts aim 
at minimising those col-
lisions," said lead author 
Michael Lipton, Professor 
at the Albert Einstein Col-
lege of Medicine in New 
York, US.

"But intentional head 
impacts -- that is, soccer 

ball heading -- are not be-
nign. We showed in a pre-
vious study that frequent 
heading is an underappre-
ciated cause of concussion 
symptoms. And now we've 
found that heading appears 
to alter cognitive function 
as well, at least temporar-
ily," Lipton added.

For the study, published 
in the journal Frontiers in 
Neurology, researchers re-
cruited 380 amateur foot-
ball players in New York 
City. They filled out ques-
tionnaires detailing their 
recent (previous two weeks) 
on-field activity, including 
heading and unintentional 
head impacts.

Participants also com-
pleted neuropsychological 
tests of verbal learning, ver-
bal memory, psychomotor 
speed, attention and work-
ing memory. The players 
ranged in age from 18 to 55, 
and 78 per cent were male.

khozo as team leader, NWA 
vice president Mitwatei 
Hebwang as co-team leader 
and ‘international bronze 

medallist’ Keduovilie Zumu 
as technical staff. 

The NWA bagged 16 
medals with 7 gold, 5 silver 

and 4 bronze during the 5th 
Traditional Wrestling and 
Pankration Championship 
(NTWPC) 2016. 


