
Chief Minister of Nagaland, Neiphui Rio (2nd from right) and other member of NDPP at the inaugural 
session of a seminar-cum-workshop organised by NDPP at the Nousi Auditorium, Niathu Resort on April 27. 
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A fuel outlet closed for business in Mokokchung town on Friday.
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Tells NDPP members to embrace technology and ‘equip with current trends’ for improved performance 

Use traditional and new media 
platforms for better governance – Rio

‘One Naga National Government was not FNR’s idea’

Kire vs. NPF: Legislature party 
says reaction is ‘most appalling’ 

Associations threaten state-
wide shutdown of fuel outlets 

Shutdown enters second 
day in four districts

Nagaland government prepares 
for Lok Sabha election  
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 29° 16°

Agartala 33° 23°

Gangtok 23° 11°

Guwahati 31° 18°

Imphal 30° 14°

Itanagar 29° 18°

Shillong 20° 12°

Delhi 42° 26°

Kolkata 36° 25°

Chennai 37° 28°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 23° 13°
DIMAPUR 31° 18°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 3mm 75%
DIMAPUR Nil 95%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Ten people who  
speak make more noise 
than ten thousand who 

are silent. 

~Napoleon Bonaparte
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Mirror Takes

Iniesta confirms 2017-18 season 
his last at Barcelona |  P12

North, South Korea commit 
to denuclearisation in 
historic summit  |  P9

I'm proud of my exotic brown 
colour, says Diana Hayden  |  P10

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, April 27 (EMN): With 
the understanding that the tra-
ditional media and social media 
platforms have become power-
ful tools for all professions and 
activities, the Nationalist Demo-
cratic Progressive Party (NDPP) 
held a seminar-cum-workshop 
where award winning journalist 
and consulting editor of CNN 
News 18, Karma S Paljor was the 
resource person.

The chief minister of Naga-
land, Neiphiu Rio in his keynote 
address said that as a political 
party, the tools provided in the 
form of media must be used in 
a positive manner and to serve 
the purpose of carrying out the 
party’s agendas. “Traditional and 
new media has to be used to de-
liver better governance, improve 
administration and strengthen 
democracy,” he said.  

Sharing that the internet 
and the information highway 
have become the real platforms 
of democracy, the chief minis-
ter added that it provides each 
individual, irrespective of back-
ground and location, with the 
power of speech and opinion. 

Rio said that the power, reach 
and speed of social media do 
not need any elaboration. “The 
new forms of media, especially 
social media, have become a 
part and parcel of our everyday 
lives. Apart from using the new 
forms of media as networking 

Dada... Dada... Please wait... I 
thought this was a mock drill. 

~ Arien

tools, social media has also 
become a means of infor-
mation and knowledge,” 
he said adding that media 
has become “central in eve-
rything”. 

“As a political party, we 
have to adapt to the real-
ity of the present times, 
equip ourselves with the 
current trends to improve 
our performance, upgrade 
our capacity and calibre 
and use the available tools 
to enhance our output,” the 
chief minister told his party 
members. 

Reminding that there 
are adversaries and op-

positions in the political 
arena, he urged the party 
members to be ‘ahead of 
the game’. 

“This is why, we are 
holding such seminars and 
workshops to improve our 
capacity and improve our 
delivery mechanism with 
more effectiveness,” he 
asserted.

Taking the example of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and the outreach he 
made via an app to lakhs 
of women and men, Rio 
affirmed of the ‘unimagi-
nable reach’ social media 
can have. “Today, it is more 

important and more effec-
tive to be e-connected than 
to be physically connected 
in a work environment,” he 
said, adding that govern-
ments are using the power 
of the internet and the tools 
of media to improve de-
livery, bring administra-
tion closer to the people, 
combat corruption and get 
feedback from citizens. 

Apart from the positive 
aspects of social media, the 
chief minister also warned 
of the ills and negative as-
pects of these tools. “The 
biggest challenge that the 
global community faces to-

Eastern Mirror Desk  
Dimapur, April 27 (EMN): The sugges-
tion of ‘one Naga National Government’ 
contained in the Naga Concordant 
signed in August, 2011 came from the 
leaders of armed Naga groups – not 
from the Forum for Naga Reconciliation 
(FNR) – according to the convenor of 
FNR, Rev. Dr. Wati Aier. 

He made this disclosure while re-
sponding to queries from the audience 
during the recent public interaction 
initiated by the FNR in Dimapur. It was 
suggested to the FNR members that 
‘unity or reconciliation means the com-
ing together’ of different groups/units.

In response Aier referred to the Naga 
Concordant. On August 26, 2011 the top 
leaders of NSCN/GPRN, GPRN/NSCN 
and NNC/FGN namely Isak Chishi Swu, 
Th Muivah, Gen. (Retd) Khole Konyak, 
Kitovi Zhimomi, Brig. (Retd) S Singnya 
and Zhopra Vero met at Niathu Resort, 
at the FNR’s initiative. 

“In the process the leaders said we 
must have one government, so you have 
heard the word, Naga National Govern-
ment. It was very popular in 2012, very 
popular terminology. So this idea was 
not from FNR but from Naga political 
groups, those who signed the Covenant 

of Reconciliation. In short we decided to 
form one Naga National Government,” 
he shared. 

Conversely, Aier admitted, the ques-
tion for many people today was: ‘what 
happened to it?’ 

“First of all it was not given a fair 
trial. It takes time for a statement to 
come to a reality, but in the process what 
happened (in the aftermath) was very 
quick,” he said. Even as the wish for ‘one 
Naga National Government’ became a 
declared statement, the government of 
India ‘expedited’ talks with one of the 
Naga groups, according to Aier. 

“Our Naga issue was kept in the 
backburner but when the Nagas were 
about to come together, are you follow-
ing what I am saying? They took one 
away and became more serious with 
the talks. This is the kind of issue that 
we are facing. I think my analysis would 
not be wrong at this point,” he told the 
audience.

As the wait stretched for years, the 
FNR started getting the blame; compel-
ling it to issue a commentary on ‘tapping 
the Naga Concordant’ in the local news-
papers recently. “So what FNR is saying 
is: ‘look at the untapped resources that 
we have. Let us try to go back in the past 

and the amount of work that we have in 
the Naga Concordant’. 

“Can we retroactively look at that 
today and make it alive? It’s a process,” 
he said. Inviting suggestions from the 
‘public intellectuals’, Aier stated that the 
FNR was yet to receive ‘anything from 
anyone’ in response to its ‘tapping the 
Naga Concordant’ commentary. 

“Where are the intellectuals? Where 
are the academicians? We have not 
heard anything. Those are, in my opin-
ion, in our opinion very important 
documents. It is time, as we travel in 
the process of coming of age, you have 
to address to the people, not only to the 
bosti-wallahs but to the people here and 
out there that Nagas are also confident. 

“We are talking about walking the 
Naga Day confidence, competence and 
building a robust community. A kind of a 
community that will usher in a new era. 
This is the why the FNR is very particular 
that we empower the young people,” 
he said. 

The language of ‘exclusivism’, he 
said, comes from minds that are se-
duced by the past. “We are looking the 
21st century, the politics of 21st century 
is all about identity, about people living 
without borders, when younger people 

are moving with sense of belonging and 
a sense of great possibilities to see the 
future. 

“Here we have a group of people 
talking about the past. The more we talk 
about the past we going to be slaves in 
the present. Let us get rid of that. It is not 
going to work...any divisive methods or 
intentions will be a failure.”

The Naga Reconciliation in context
The Naga Reconciliation process was 
different from most ‘reconciliation proc-
esses’ because in the latter cases, the 
process of reconciliation happens in a 
post-settlement scenario, according to 
Dr. Akum Longchari, another member 
of the FNR. 

“But in the Naga context we are 
talking of reconciliation, we are work-
ing for reconciliation, while we are still 
in the midst of conflict. That brings a 
different dynamics to the whole idea of 
reconciliation. So speaking the truth in 
a post-settlement environment is very 
different from speaking the truth when 
you are still in conflict. Because there is a 
lot of mistrust, there is a lot of suspicion 
and above all, people do not feel safe. 

“So for instance even the FNR, in our 
small gatherings where we create these 

safe places, a lot of the people who are 
representing different organisations, 
different political groups acknowledge 
that they have done wrong, and have 
said sorry. But all those were in a very 
private small, confined area. How do 
we take that acknowledgement to the 
public?  That is a challenge of process. 
That is one aspect of it,” he shared. 

The other aspect, Longchari said, 
was the need for a decisive push from 
the public. “In the same way that the 
Naga people made a decisive push for 
ending the violence, we need a similar 
decisive push for forgiveness and heal-
ing to actually be achieved. In the midst 
of that we have one big challenge, be-
cause even though fighting has stopped 
there is something called psychological 
warfare—which is you spread rumours, 
rumour will lead to confusion, confu-
sion leads to division. 

“We are not able to address that 
issue, the question of rumours, confu-
sion and division. And these rumour, 
confusion and division seem to be 
shaping public opinion at this point of 
time.  So for us to effectively push the 
reconciliation process forward we need 
to also find the way the cycle of rumours, 
confusion and division.”

day in the context of new media 
is the uncontrolled and unregu-
lated spread of fake news and in-
formation. Media responsibility 
is something we have to educate 
our society on and I am sure our 
resource person will give equal 
importance to his challenge,” 
he said. 

Rio also exhorted the party 
members and leaders to under-
stand the history, background 
and aims and objectives of the 
party. 

“You are not just the carriers 
of the party’s message but each 
and every one of you are defend-
ers of the party and, therefore, 
you must arm yourself with every 
aspect and information of this 
party.” 

Rio further pointed out that 
to understand media as today’s 
central part of a political party 
in every aspect, the NDPP will 
need to constantly formulate 
strategies and policies that have 
active use of media in achieving 
their goals. 

“We can say without a doubt 
that our media plan and strategy 
played a contributory role in our 
victory and thereby, ensuring 
where we are today. 

The conduct of this work-
shop-cum-seminar is another 
sign that we are making all-out 
efforts to stay ahead of the game, 
and I am sure we will reap tre-
mendous benefits from this 
unique programme,” he shared.

Dimapur, April 27 (EMN): The 
Naga People’s Front legisla-
ture party on Friday termed 
the “audacious behaviour” of 
the principal secretary of RD 
department, Lhoubeilatuo 
Kire over the allegation of 
‘abnormal fund-allocation’ 
hurled by the party as “most 
appalling”.  

A press statement from the 
legislature party on Thursday 
stated that the NPF legislators 
held a meeting in Kohima 
where the issue was discussed. 
“That the said officer could 
have the temerity to rally sup-
port of social organisations 
against leader of the NPF leg-
islature party to the extent of 
serving an ultimatum to the 
latter, is most shocking and 
unbecoming of a government 
servant,” it stated.

The NPF legislature party 
also alleged that the officer 
took charge of the depart-
ment on March 17, 2018 and 

not as claimed by him. It also 
stated that the NPF never al-
leged the officer of  ‘indulging 
in corrupt practices such as 
taking RD money for himself, 
issuing of CGI sheets, misuse 
of department vehicles, office 
stationeries and so on’.

It stated that the ultima-
tum served to the leader of op-
position was ‘unprecedented 
and unacceptable under dem-
ocratic and parliamentary 
norms and procedures’; and 
‘tantamount to questioning 
the role of every opposition 
MLA, inside or outside the 
Legislative Assembly’.

It demanded the state gov-
ernment to ‘initiate stringent 
action against’ the officer as 
per Service Conduct Rules; 
and the department of Rural 
Development come out with 
MNREGS ‘facts and figures 
against each and every village 
under Dimapur district with-
out further delay’.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, April 27 (EMN): Clo-
sure of petrol pumps in Mokokc-
hung, Zunheboto, Longleng and 
Tuensang entered the second-day as 
the meeting between Mokokchung 
district administration and Ong-
pangkong Petrol Pump Co-operative 
Society Ltd. on Friday failed to break 
the deadlock.

The additional deputy commis-
sioner of Mokokchung, W Manpai 
Phom said that the meeting was 
inconclusive as the society was firm 
in its decision to continue the strike 
until the abducted persons were 
released. He also informed that the 
meeting was attended by members 
of Ao Senden, adding that the ad-
ministration had asked the society 
to relax the strike in the interest of 
public. 

Phom further informed that the 
society has assured to discuss the 
matter with their colleagues and 
have another meeting with the ad-
ministration on April 28.

Residents of the town fear for the 
worst if the shutdown continues for 
more days. “The consequences will 
be very harsh on the students and 
daily travellers residing in nearby 
villages and localities far away from 
the main town for business transac-
tions who depend on taxi services 
and buses to reach their destination 
if fuel outlets remained closed for 
more days,” said Aso Imsong.    

Many schools students from 
nearby villages and localities away 
from the main town travel in taxis 
and buses every day to schools and 
colleges. Also there are many people 
living in villages who have shops and 
businesses established in main the 
town and depend on daily transpor-
tation to reach their destinations.

Commercial trucks and buses 
that regularly travel from Assam to 
Mokokchung can refuel at Assam. 
However, vehicles ferrying inside the 
district might be affected if the strike 
continues for more days, a truck 
owner said.

Dimapur, April 27 (EMN): The Tuen-
sang district administration has been 
given 48 hours to rescue the ‘two oil 
tanker drivers’ who were abducted 
near Helipong village in Tuensang on 
April 22; failure would invite a state-
wide shutdown of all petrol pumps/
fuel stations and ‘chakka bandh’ of 
supply of petroleum products. 

This ultimatum was contained in 
a letter to the deputy commissioner of 
Tuensang issued by the president of 
Kohima Petroleum Dealers Associa-
tion, president of Dimapur Petroleum 
Dealers Association, president of Na-
galand Tanker Transport Association, 
and a representative of Oil Tanker 
Drivers Union.

“Despite information being given 
to the police there is no breakthrough 
till date. The abduction of the trans-
porters is a serious security concern 
for us. Further the associations are 
also not satisfied with the way the 

police are handling and investigating 
the matter. Therefore your esteemed 
authority is hereby informed that the 
associations shall wait only for 48 
hours for safe release of the abducted 
drivers starting from tomorrow i,e 28-
04-2018,” the letter read. 
ENPO appeals kidnappers to release 
victims  
The Eastern Nagaland Peoples’ Or-
ganization (ENPO) issued a state-
ment expressing concern over the 
kidnap incident. It appealed the 
abductors to release the drivers at the 
earliest ‘in order to restore normalcy 
in the region’. 

Citing its December 18, 2007 
Tuensang Resolution – the public 
of Eastern Nagaland are opposed 
to any form of violence, threats, in-
timidations or bloodshed within its 
jurisdiction – the ENPO appealed all 
concerned to maintain peace and 
tranquillity.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, April 27 (EMN): 
On direction from the Elec-
tion Commission of In-
dia (ECI), the state’s Chief 
Electoral Officer (CEO), 
Abjijit Sinha said that elec-
toral rolls for the Lok Sabha 
election in the state will be 
same to that of this year’s 
assembly elections held in 
February.

Likewise, a total of 
1197438 electors, including 
607589 male and 589849 
female, would be casting 
their votes in 2196 polling 

stations for the Lok Sabha 
election scheduled for May 
28.

The election to the lone 
Lok Sabha seat would be held 
along with three other par-
liamentary constituencies 
– two seats in Maharashtra 
and one in Uttar Pradesh, the 
CEO informed during a press 
conference held at the deputy 
commissioner’s conference 
hall, Kohima, on Friday.

As for the Lok Sabha bye-
elections, EVMs and VVPATs 
would be used. In conso-
nance with past practices, the 
commission has also decided 
that the voter’s identification 
shall be mandatory during 
polling it was informed.

However, in order to en-
sure that no voter is deprived 
of his/her franchise, if his/her 
name figures in the electoral 
rolls, it was informed that a 
separate instructions would 
be issued to allow additional 

documents for identification 
of voters.

The CEO informed that 
the parliamentary elections 
in the state will be headed 
Commissioner,  Nagaland as 
the returning officer, and he 
will be assisted by 12 assist-
ant returning officers which 
includes all the district elec-
toral officers and the ADC of 
Pughoboto.

He informed that in Lok 
Sabha election a candidate 
is entitled to spend up to INR 
70 lakh. 

The CEO further informed 
that all the election related 
activities, including filing of 
nominations and withdrawal, 
will be from 11 am to 3 pm. As 
for the polling day, the elec-
tion time will be from at 7 am 
till 4 pm, it was informed.

It was further informed 
that all the polling stations 
would be installed with web-
cams and CCTVs.

TUENSANG ABDUCTION
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Riders clutch the gear to 
drive road safety message 

Chief minister mourns

People should forget political 
party differences — CM Chang

Governor appeals banks to 
open branches in rural areas

Salesian College students learn journalism basics

State BJP officials call on Vajpayee

Mon’s SSA teachers warn SDEOs 
not to sign pay bill without 7th ROP

When teachers fail to connect 
education to guidance  

Forest dept. introduces ‘green future nursery’ in schools

R Amongla Jamir with teachers and others during the inauguration of the new building of a high 
school at Burma Camp in Dimapur.

Sarah Jamir, centre right in white, along with riders and police personnel before the road-safety event was flagged off at Dimapur.

CM Chang speaking at the thanksgiving programme at Noksen village.

State BJP officials with Shrimati  Namita Bhattacharjee at Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s residence in Delhi.

Fr. Jonas Kerketta with the students of SCHE on the concluding day of the programme.

Rongsenlemla Imchen with the students of BHSS during the inaugural programme of the ‘green future nursery’ in Tseminyu on April 26.

WEATHER IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 22.4 16.2 13.6 62 NIL

ZBT 21.4 13.2 17.7 89 NIL

MON 31 18 19.8 77 NIL

TUENSANG 20 18 16.6 19 2.2

MKG 25.5 14.4 9.7 39 1.4

SECHÜ ZUBZA 24 16 15.7 63 NIL

TSEMINYU 27 17 15 69 NIL

JALUKIE 36 20 21.9 100 NIL
MANGKOLEMBA 29 21 18.5 67 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, April 27: With 
the 29th National Road 
Safety Week ongoing across 
the country, Dimapur’s 
Traffic police have been 
hosting various safety-
themed activities in the 
city as part of the week-
long programme.

The National  Road 
Safety Week this year is 
being observed with the 
theme “Sadak Suraksha 
Jeevan Raksha” (Hindi 
for ‘avoid accidents, save 
lives’). The event started on 
April 23 and will conclude 
on April 30.

On Friday, the city’s 
traffic establishment host-
ed a team of motorbike rid-
ers. The additional deputy 

commissioner of Dimapur, 
Sarah Jamir, flagged off the 
riders at the City Tower 
from where the riders rode 
toward the DC Court. From 
there the riders embarked 
on a ride around Circular 
Road after which they pro-
ceeded to Purana Bazaar 
to converge at the District 
Transport Officer’s office in 
Chumukedima.

The district transport 
officer of Dimapur Lovikali 
Yepthomi said that the ride 
was conducted in collabo-
ration with Nagaland Mo-
tor Cycle Club. 

According to Yepthomi, 
safety measures will be 
undertaken from time to 
time throughout this year 
although the road safety 

week is set to culminate 
on April 30. The reason she 
gave was that 2018 was a 
“road safety year.”

On April 25, the traf-
fic police called on the 
National Cadet Corps of 
different schools in the dis-
trict. The cadets were given 
the opportunity to regulate 
traffic. Besides, with the 
assistance of the traffic 
personnel, they checked 
illegally parked vehicles. 

Publicity activities will 
go on till April 30. On the 
final day of the event, the 
traffic police will be distrib-
uting pamphlets stating 
information about road 
safety to the public. 

Yepthomi added that 
key-chains too will be dis-

tributed to commuters on 
the final day of the event. 

Also, Zunheboto Dis-
trict Transport office ob-
served the National Road 
Safety Week, under the 
theme”Road Safety Life 
Safety,” on April 27.

Update from DPRO in-
formed that Bharat Scouts 
and Guides Zunheboto 
assisted the Traffic po-
lice. During the activity 
the team cautioned bikers 
without helmets, drivers 
to put on seatbelts and also 
distributed pamphlets at 
traffic point junction Zun-
heboto. School students 
from Love Dale Higher Sec-
ondary School and Corner-
stone School participated 
in the event.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, April 27: A 
government officer in 
Dimapur has illustrated 
the disconnect between 
teachers and students—
by extension, between 
education and teach-
ing—with a real life inci-
dent involving a student 
who was penalised by a 
teacher for not taking 
notes.  The incident in-
volved a medical prob-
lem that the student 
had but one which the 
teacher had no inkling 
about. 

The District Edu-
cation Officer (DEO) 
R Amongla Jamir gave 
the anecdote during 
her address to a for-
mal ceremony marking 
the inauguration of a 
new building for a Gov-
ernment High School 
at Burma Camp in Di-
mapur, on April 27. 

A d d r e s s i n g  t h e 
gathering during the 
formal event,  Jamir 
asked the teachers to 
‘understand the prob-
lems of the students’ 
and to devise solutions 
to address them. 

Speaking from her 
experience she narrated 
to the gathering an in-
cident about a student 
whom she came across 
during one of her in-
spections. The student 
was standing outside as 
a punishment for not 
taking notes. On inquir-
ing about the pupil’s 
problem she found out 

that the student had 
poor eyesight for which 
the pupil could not read 
the board. 

Referr ing  to  the 
story, Jamir was of the 
opinion that students 
might drift from teach-
ers if their problems are 
taken in a negative way. 
It is the duty of every 
teacher to identify stu-
dents’ problems and to 
address them accord-
ingly, she added. 

DEO Jamir encour-
aged them to ‘perform 
better along with the 
new school building 
construction.’ She as-
sured that ‘facilities 
w i l l  a u t o m a t i c a l l y 
come with improved 
performance.’ She re-
minded that achiev-
ing quality education 
would go a long way in 
shaping the lives of the 
students.

To the  teachers, 

Jamir urged that they 
‘go the extra mile’ in 
guiding students. She 
asked them to be hum-
ble, being ‘ambassa-
dors of everything’ and 
setting a good exam-
ple for the public, she 
added. 

The DEO hoped for 
‘mutual understanding, 
and unity’ among the 
teachers, community 
leaders, students, and 
all stakeholders in con-
cern. She urged them 
to contribute equally 
and to take care of the 
school’s property as 
theirs.  Speaking about 
the new building she 
said that 20 schools 
have been completed 
as part of the Rashtriya 
Madhyamik Shiksha 
Abhiyan scheme in Di-
mapur.

The headmistress of 
the high school Limay-
angla Tzudir said that 

the new building was 
a ‘dream come true’ 
as the institution had 
been facing shortage of 
classrooms. She added 
that the ‘building alone 
cannot constitute an 
education system; it is 
a human religion which 
will bring change to the 
school.’

A teacher of  the 
school, Semaho Yeptho, 
gave an overview about 
the school’s history: the 
school was started at 
the New Market area 
initially by two broth-
ers from Uttar Pradesh. 
The school was then 
recognised by the gov-
ernment in 1968. It was 
in 2012 that the school 
was elevated to a high 
school. 

Further, he said that 
the number of students 
enrolment was high if 
not for the lack of class-
room space.

Dimapur, April 27 (EMN): 
Nagaland Sarva Shiksha 
Abhiyan Teachers Asso-
ciation (NSSATA) of Mon 
unit has cautioned sub-
divisional education of-
ficers (SDEOs) under Mon 
district not to countersign 
the pay bill without the 7th 
ROP, stating that since 2010 
and 2013 batch are regular 
state employees as per the 
advertisement vide order 
NO.ED/ADMN/1/2009-10 
and NO.ED/EXAM/2010- 
2011 respectively.

A press release issued by 
the unit’s president, Joseph 
Hapwang and general sec-
retary, Joseph Yomat on 

Thursday, pointed out that 
‘SSA teachers of 2010 and 
2013 had been enjoying all 
other benefits of the state 
employees since the date 
of appointment and along 
with it, deduction of 10% 
NPS of the total emolument 
GIS and professional tax.’

The unit stated that it 
supports the democratic 
means of agitation serves by 
the central team (NSSATA) 
beginning from May 2. 

It also requested the 
s t u d e n t s,  p a re n t s  a n d 
NGO’s to cooperate during 
the agitation. Members are 
asked to be ready for the 
agitation. 

D i m a p u r,  A p r i l  2 7 
(EMN): Minister of For-
est and Climate Change 
and Parliamentary Affairs 
CM Chang said at this 
juncture,‘people should 
forget about political party 
differences and work to-
gether in a cohesive man-
ner and with a shared vi-
sion for solving common 
problems and bring devel-
opment.’

Calling upon the peo-
ple of  the 51-Noksen 
assembly constituency 
during a thanksgiving 
programme, the minister 
said ‘rather concentrating 
on individual gains, one 
should think of the bigger 
picture and work together 
for overall area and com-
munity development.

A thanksgiving pro-
gramme was conducted at 

Noksen village on April 21. 
Press releases received on 
Thursday informed.

In his greetings, the 
minister expressed his 
heartfelt thanks to the vot-
ers for re-electing him to 
the 13th Nagaland Legisla-
tive Assembly. 

Some of the examples 
he cited were upgrad-
ing existing schools and 
building new ones, im-
proving road connectivity, 
economic development, 
building hospitals, and 
obtaining reliable and 
clean sources of water 
supply. 

The minister  also 
urged the people to up-
hold the current govern-
ment in their prayers, and 
to always put God first so 
as to stay headed in the 
right direction. 

D i m a p u r,  A p r i l  2 7 
(EMN): A basic jour-
n a l i s m  c o u r s e  w a s 
conducted at Salesian 
College of Higher Edu-
cation (SCHE) by the 

Bosco Communication 
in-charge Fr. Jonas Ker-
ketta for BA 2nd sem. 
students from April 
24-26. A press release 
received on Friday in-

formed.
In his presentation, 

Fr. Kerketta pointed 
out that a well-crafted 
story should have five 
Ws (What, Who, When, 

Where and Why) and 
one H (How) in the lead 
of the news. The course 
focused on how to write 
news, article, and re-
ports for the newspaper 
and magazine. As part of 
the assignment, the five 
groups created their own 
mock newspapers. 

Rector SCHE, Fr. Tom 
Karthik exhorted the stu-
dents to develop and 
cultivate the art of news 
and report writing. He 
said that writing is one 
of the means to bring 
about change in the so-
ciety and promote good 
will among the people. 

Dimapur, April 27 (EMN): Governor PB Acharya has written 
to five banks including Nagaland Rural Bank, Nagaland State 
Co-operative Bank Ltd, UCO Bank Central Bank of India and 
United Bank of India operating in Nagaland to open its new 
bank branches in strategic rural areas to enable people of 
the area to avail banking facilities and for implementation 
of Central and state flagship welfare programmes. 

This was stated in a press release received from Raj Bha-
van of Friday.  

The governor in a letter addressed to the managing 
directors and CEO’s, stated that he had met with bank of-
ficers and urged them to open new branches in all districts 
of Nagaland. He said that there were hardly any branches in 
other districts of the state apart from Kohima and Dimapur. 
People in rural areas are unaware of the banking facilities 
and schemes provided by the Government through banks, 
the governor added.

Acharya is stated to have had a meeting with 20 bank 
representatives on Feb. 9 at Raj Bhavan in Kohima and the 
mentioned banks have so far taken up the proposal of the 
governor with their head offices to open branches in the 
other districts of Nagaland.

activities of the Eco clubs.
In the first phase, it 

was informed that three 
schools namely Bap-
tist Higher Secondary 

School, Tseminyu; GMS 
Botsa and GHS Kigwema 
were selected for raising 
the nursery. 

Speaking at the inau-

gural programme, DFO 
Imchen said the initia-
tive was started with the 
purpose to encourage 
students to engage them 

in conservation activities 
and to elevate environ-
mental responsiveness 
amongst the students for 
making them responsible 

Dimapur, April 27 (EMN): 
Chief Minister Neiphiu 
Rio has condoled with 
the demise of Anyei Wal-
liemp, revenue officer 
of Kohima, who passed 
away on Friday, April 27 
at Guwahati.

Recalling Anyei as a 
young, capable officer 
who served the govern-
ment efficiently in vari-
ous capacities, the chief 

minister said that An-
yei’s untimely demise 
was a loss to the Nagas 
who have lost a dynamic 
officer at such a young 
age.

R i o  c o n v e y e d  h i s 
heartfelt sympathies to 
the members of the be-
reaved family and prayed 
that Almighty God will 
grant them strength to 
bear with the loss.

D i m a p u r, A p r i l  2 7 
(EMN): The Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) Naga-
land unit delegation led 
by secretary organiza-
tion, Ananta Mishra and 
BJP legislators consisting 
of Minister for Higher 
Technical and Higher 
Education Temjen Imna 
Along, advisor for Power 
Tovihoto Ayemi and host 
of party workers from 
called upon the former 
Prime Minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee, a recipi-
ent of Bharat Ratna and 
the first National BJP 
president on April 26 at 
his official residence in 
Delhi.

In t e ra c t i n g  w i t h 
Vajpayee, the officials 
thanked him for his con-
tributions and concern 
shown towards the state 

Kohima, April 27 (EMN): 
The department of For-
est, Kohima division in-
augurated the ‘green fu-
ture nursery’ at Baptist 
Higher Secondary School 
in Tseminyu by Division-
al Forest Officer (DFO) 
Rongsenlemla Imchen on 
April 26. 

The ‘green future 
nursery,’ is an initiative 
of Kohima Forest division 
wherein school students 
were given responsibili-
ties to raise seedlings 
with the help of technical 
and financial inputs from 
the department, a press 
release from the depart-
ment informed.

The schools  were 
selected on the basis of 
their involvement in con-
servation activities and 

agents of change. She 
appreciated the school 
authorities and the stu-
dents for their active par-
ticipation in raising the 
nursery. 

The nursery includ-
ed varieties of flower-
ing and fruiting species 
which would be planted 
in and around the school 
premises and other areas 
in the coming weeks un-
der the theme “Planting 
trees and hope for the 
future”.

Principal of BHSS, 
Gwasemo Apon appreci-
ated the initiative of the 
department and DFO, 
stating that such activi-
ties would enhance the 
capacity of the students 
with regard to conserva-
tion of nature.

during the first NDA- 
era. A press release from 
party’s media cell stated.

On behalf  of  the 
former prime minister, 
the adopted daughter 
of Vajpayee, Shrimati  
Namita Bhattacharjee 
is stated to have im-

pressed upon the visit-
ing delegation that the 
much awaited four- lane 
Dimapur-Kohima  road  
which was announced 
in the first NDA-era be 
completed on time ‘at 
least during the life time 
of Vajpayeeji  which will 

remain  a mile stone 
achievement  for the re-
gion.’

Mishra also said to 
have met Rammadhev, 
national BJP general sec-
retary and Northeast po-
litical affairs in-charge.
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(Left) Dr. V Khamo. (Right) The crab species which reportedly harbour paragonimus sp - ‘potamiscus 
manipurensis’ and ‘maydelliathelphusa lugubris’.

EM Images

Temsusenla Kichu (extreme right) with Jesmina Zeliang (centre) and 
Karen Yepthomi posing with their awards at the Vasundhara award 
ceremony in Delhi on April 26.  
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Tongpang Ozukum addressing 
the 42nd general conference of the 
LTM on April 27 at Mongsenyimti 
village in Mokokchung district. 
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Three Naga women receive 
entrepreneurship awards

Paragonimiasis: Food-borne infection 
a neglected disease in Nagaland 

Minister seeks people’s support to bring about change

State to observe World Veterinary Day on April 28

Tenyimi organisation 
lauds SAPO, MC, MK

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, April 27: Three 
Naga women entrepre-
neurs namely have been 
conferred the ‘Vasund-
hara North East Woman 
Entrepreneur of the Year’ 
award on April 26 in Delhi. 

The three awardees 
are Temsusenla Kichu, 
Karen Yepthomi, and Je-
smina Zeliang.

The first IPS officer 
from the Northeast, In-
spector General of Police 
Robin Hibu, from Aru-
nachal Pradesh, was the 
chief guest of the event.

Karen Yepthomi of 
Dzukou Kitchen bagged 
the ‘Vasundhara Women 
Entrepreneur Award for 
2015-16,’ while Tem-
susenla Kichu of the Fu-
sion Store was conferred 
the ‘Vasundhara Women 
Entrepreneur Award for 
2016-17.’ Apart from the 17 
award recipients from the 
Northeast, five success-
ful women entrepreneurs 
from the NE region were 
inducted into the Vasund-
hara Hall of Fame. Jesmina 
Zeliang from Nagaland, 
who promoted handicraft 
items from the North-
east at international mar-
kets, was named for the 
‘Vasundhara Hall of Fame.’

“ Va s u n d h a r a - N E 
Woman Entrepreneur of 
the year” is a programme 
to identify, highlight and 
encourage woman en-
trepreneurs of NE region 
initiated by Sreemanta 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, April 27 (EMN): 
Paragonimiasis is an en-
demic, neglected disease 
in the Northeast region of 
India. It is often wrongly di-
agnosed due to lack of un-
derstanding about the dis-
ease although the disease 
is not new in Nagaland. 

Due to overlapping 
clinical symptoms be-
tween tuberculosis and 
paragonimiasis, there 
have been cases of wrong 
diagnosis and wrong 
treatment: 34.7% of pa-
tients with paragonimia-
sis have been diagnosed 
for tuberculosis.

A survey by Das from 
2012 to 2013 in Mon dis-
trict of Nagaland reported 
that 3% of 96 patients re-
ceiving TB treatment in 
Mon were actually para-
gonimiasis positive. An-
other survey conducted 
by the Healthcare Labora-
tory and Research Centre 
of the Naga Hospital on 
Paragonimiasis in villages 
of Phek district, identified 
Razheba village as an en-
demic area.

This was revealed by 
Dr. V Khamo, principal in-
vestigator of the hospital at 
the launch of a diagnostic 
test kit for paragonimiasis.

The programme was 
launched by I Himato 
Zhimomi, commission-
er-secretary for Health 
and Family Welfare at the 
Naga Hospital’s research 
centre on April 27. A host 
of doctors from Assam, 
Mizoram and Arunachal 
Pradesh attended the pro-
gramme too.

Dr. Khamo informed 

that the first confirmed 
report and description 
of Paragonimus hetero-
tremus as the causative 
agent in Nagaland was 
made by a TS Singh during 
2009. She explained that 
pragonimiasis was a lung 
fluke disease caused by 
trematodes belonging to 
the genus Paragonimus. 
A food-borne infection 
transmitted via consump-
tion of raw or under-
cooked crab or crayfish, 
Paragonimiasis is a ne-
glected disease, rare and 
region-specific, she said.

The crab species, 
which reportedly harbour 
paragonimus, according 
to her are ‘potamiscus ma-
nipurensis’ and ‘maydel-
liathelphusa lugubris.’

Dr. Khamo pointed 
out that there were many 
cases in the state as peo-
ple are fond of consuming 
crab, crayfish, and snails 
as a delicacy or exotic 
cuisine, besides taken for 
so-called medicinal pur-
poses. However, people 
infected with the disease 
are often wrongly diag-
nosed as tuberculosis due 
to lack of understanding 
and diagnostic test kits.

Explaining in brief co-
infection of paragonimia-
sis and tuberculosis and 
the often wrongly diag-
nosed cases, Dr. Khamo 
said they have overlap-
ping clinical symptoms 
leading to misdiagnosis 
and mistreatment. 

Expressing grave con-
cern at the lack of infor-
mation and understand-
ing even among clinicians 
about the disease, Dr. 

~ FELICITATION ~
The Seikhama Youth Society of Phesama 
Village praise the Almighty God and 
extend heartiest congratulations to Dr. 
Medo M. Kuotsu S/o Bizo M. Kuotsu 
for clearing the CTE and selected for 
appointment to the post of Medical Of-
ficer (Class-I Gazetted) in the recently 
declared NPSC result.

All the members of Seikhama Youth 
Society thank Dr. Medo M. Kuotsu for 
bringing laurels to the community and we wish him good 
luck, and pray that the good Lord guide him to higher 
heights.

 Sd/- KEDOKHOLIE KOSEVI
 Secretary Chairman
 SYS Phesama SYS, Phesama

 KHRIELEZO NEIDEKHO
 Joint Secretary Vice – Chairman
 SYS, Phesama SYS, Phesama

K-1652 

Sankar Mission of Gu-
wahati, a charity organi-
sation set up in 1986 to 
identify, highlight and 
recognise the exceptional 
talent of the hardworking 
woman entrepreneurs 
of Northeast. Sreemanta 
Sankar Mission is the 
brainchild of its general 
secretary Asomee Dutta 
Baruah. 

The award carries a ci-
tation, a shawl, and a cash 
award of INR 25,000. 

Besides the winners, 
seven other top notch 
women entrepreneurs 
from each of the seven 
states (apart from the 
winning state) are invited 
and felicitated each year. 

The winners are selected 
by a panel of eminent 
jurists comprising of of-
ficials of top government 
institutes working in the 
field of finance, banking, 
industry and allied fields.

An elated recipient 
of ‘Vasundhara Women 
Entrepreneur Award for 
2016-17’ Kichu said, “since 
the moment I was in-
formed of my nomination 
for the award, I started the 
plans to showcase all the 
12 brands of Fusion un-
der the banner Fusion and 
Exotic Echo at the two-
day Vasundhara North-
east Women Entrepre-
neur Award Conclave in 
New Delhi’. The moment 

I landed in Delhi, all the 
state awardees had a story 
of their own inspiring each 
other...from coffee mak-
ers, bakers, handlooms, 
designers, home stay run-
ners to name a few’.

“I accept this award 
as an achievement for the 
entire team that has made 
a mark in making peo-
ple loved the products. 
An achievement which 
needed a celebration 
and did happened at the 
right time. This award will 
boost all of us especially 
in delivering the best for 
the days to come.”

The event, she said, 
was to tell about unsung 
heroes who have excelled 
in their entrepreneurial 
journey. She felt that the 
state government should 
give a push and support 
more enterprising wom-
en entrepreneurs to be 
able to contribute with 
the economic sustainabil-
ity of the state. 

“It is just the begin-
ning. We have the best 
creative minds and ideas. 
Let us all put our efforts 
in delivering the best,” 
opined Kichu. 

During the conclave, 
Kichu observed that Im-
phal women were the 
most enterprising. She 
said the next conclave 
will be held in Manipur. 
“Proper marketing, 
branding and customer 
service is the key to suc-
cess,” articulated Kichu. 

* 34.7% patients misdiagnosed for tuberculosis 
* Local serological based test kit developed

Khamo asserted the need 
to create publicity on 
Paragonimiasis among 
the public especially cli-
nicians because it is often 
wrongly diagnosed as tu-
berculosis.

Also sounding a note 
of caution to the public, 
Dr. Khamo has advised 
cooking crabs, crayfish 
and snails properly before 
eating and also get tested 
for Paragonimiasis if one 
develops persistent TB-
like symptom. She said 
that the diagnosis was 
simple and easy and that 
treatment was simple, 
short, and cost-effective. 

The doctor advised cli-
nicians  to note patients’ 
history of raw crab intake. 
During diagnosis, she ad-
vised clinicians to remem-
ber that all blood stained 
sputum are not TB; re-
sistance to ATT should be 
checked for Paragonimia-
sis, high eosinophils count 
in pleural fluid and that 
blood should be checked 
for migratory nodules in 
the body.

Also speaking during 
the occasion was Profes-
sor Mihir Kumar Goswa-
mi, head of department 
(Pulmonary medicine) 
from Jorhat Medical Col-
lege & Hospitals. The pro-
fessor said that the North-
east region was the hub of 
various zoonotic illness.

Stating that parag-
onimias was common in 
the region especially in 
Assam and Nagaland due 
to common food habits, 
Goswami said that para-
gonimias was posing a 
great threat to the people 
of the region.

The main crux of the 
problem, he noted is the 

lack of awareness among 
the medical fraternity too 
wherein paragonimias 
is often treated as a case 
of as pulmonary tuber-
culosis by doctors both 
from government and 
non-government sectors. 
He has insisted on creat-
ing awareness among the 
medical fraternity as well 
to the common populace.

Describing Dr. Khamo 
as a pioneer in coming out 
with the first diagnostic 
test kit for paragonimiasis 
in the state, Himato has 
encouraged the medical 
team to continue to do 
more researches towards 
conquering and eliminat-
ing diseases.

He also assured of all 
possible help and sup-
port from the government 
for any research, which 
endeavours to provide a 
healthy life to the citizens 
of the state.

Mentioned may be 
made that with no robust 
testing tool available in 
the market to identify the 
paragonimus egg, Dr. V 
Khamo and her team have 
developed the serological 
based test kit using local 
species.

Dr. Khamo said the se-
rological based test kit is 
more specific and very im-
portant for the diagnosis 
of extra pulmonary para-
gonimiasis. The method, 
she informed, is useful 
for mass screening or 
community based survey 
which is also cost effective.

The paragonimiasis 
research laboratory at 
NHAK is being funded by 
department of Science 
and Technology, Ministry 
of Science & Technology, 
Government of India.

She also informed that 
it will conduct awareness 
programme on Parag-
onimiasis to school chil-
dren, teachers and at 
churches and organise 
CME/workshops among 
the health workers. 

Besides, the research 
laboratory would be 
screening sputum sam-
ples from TB clinics and 
hospitals for paragonim-
iasis, morphological iden-
tification of crabs, crayfish 
and snails harbouring Par-
agonimus sp. in Nagaland, 
developing rapid molecu-
lar assay for diagnosis of 
Paragonimiasis and also 
survey of food habits using 
questionnaire.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, April 27 
(EMN): The minister for 
the Public Works depart-
ment Tongpang Ozukum 
on Friday said that the 
Progressive Democratic 
Alliance (PDA) govern-
ment’s slogan “change is 
coming” can be fulfilled 
only through people’s 
support to the govern-
ment and not by legisla-
tors.

The minister said this 
during his address to the 
42nd general conference 
of the Langpangkong Tzu-
kong Mungdang, the apex 
community organisation 
of Langpangkong range, 
in Mongsenyimti village 
of Mokokchung district. 
He was the ‘special guest’ 
of the event.

“Excluding the NLA 
speaker and deputy 
speaker, the chief minis-
ter, ministers and the ad-
visors alone cannot fulfil 
the PDA slogan ‘change is 
coming,’ it needs people’s 
support and coopera-
tion,” Ozukum asserted.

In this regard, he called 
upon the delegation to 
do away with brand-
ing villages on political 
grounds and instead ‘join 
the mainstream to bring 
about change’ that Naga-
land today requires.

Dimapur, April 27 (EMN): Nagaland 
State Veterinary Council (NSVC) has 
announced to observe the World 
Veterinary Day on April 28 on the 
theme “The role of veterinary pro-
fession in sustainable development 
to improve livelihoods, food secu-
rity and safety.”

The World Veterinary Association 
had decided to observe the World 
Veterinary Day in 2000 as an annual 

celebration of the veterinary profes-
sion falling on the last Saturday of 
April. The day is considered signifi-
cant with the challenges the profes-
sion has to face in taking care of the 
diseases, which are transmitted to 
human being through animals. 

As large scale population con-
stituting the farmers depended on 
animals in sustaining their liveli-
hood, additional director of animal 

husbandry and veterinary services 
and president of Nagaland state 
veterinary council, Dr. Aoman-
gyang Walling, stated that aware-
ness programme of keeping proper 
health care through meat products 
cannot be over emphasised. At the 
same time, he stated that the love 
for animals and cruelty to animals 
should be of great concern for the 
veterinary professionals. 

Dimapur, April 27 
(EMN): Tenyimi Peoples 
Organisation (TPO) has 
appreciated the Mao 
Council (MC), the South-
ern Angami Public Or-
ganisation (SAPO) and 
Maram Khullen (MK) for 
being true to the under-
taking that was signed on 
November 28,  2017, to 
further the amicable set-
tlement of the protracted 
Kezoltsa/Kozürü/Kazing 
land dispute.

On the visit of the TPO 

officials to the dispute 
area recently, it was found 
satisfactorily that all roads 
leading to the area remain 
cut-off and no activities 
in the form of logging, 
hunting, fishing, etc are 
evident.

A press release issued 
by TPO president Timikha 
Koza and the secretary Vi-
popal Kintso have lauded 
them in adhering to the 
commitments in bringing 
about confidence and a 
peaceful resolution.

Ozukum also encour-
aged the village develop-
ment boards from the 
range to be vigorous, 
committed and with hon-
esty and transparency 
when undertaking de-
velopmental projects for 
villages. He asserted that 
the current PDA coali-
tion will allocate funds to 
projects that are realistic, 
practical, and ‘genuine in 
nature.’ 

The minister also 
asked the delegates at-
tending the Langpakong 
Tzukong Mungdang 
(LTM) to cultivate a ‘poli-
tics culture.’ Without poli-
tics a nation cannot move 
forward and become an 
archaic society which 
does not think of moving 

forward, the gathering 
was told.

The minister also 
urged the Ao people not 
to be complacent in their 
past glories but to march 
toward progressiveness.  
In this connection,  he 
opined that Mokokc-
hung’s tag of being the 
‘Land of Pioneers’ would 
be much suited if it was 
rather changed to ‘land 
of educational hub’ by 
dedicating resources and 
wisdom to building such 
a reputation.

Ozukum also lauded 
the founding fathers of 
LTM, whose wisdom and 
patriotism created unity 
among the people of the 
range and could realise 
their objectives. However, 
the minister lamented 
that the same spirit of 
patriotism and unity in 
the range had been lost 
among the present gen-
eration. He called upon 
the people of Langpang-
kong to revive the spirit of 
belonging with renewed 
vision for the betterment 
of the range.

A new team of Lang-
pangkong Tzukong 
Mungdang will be led by 
M Zulu Ozukum (Mong-
senyimti) as president 
and Lanu Pongen (As-
angma) as general secre-

tary. 400 delegates from 
36 units attended the 
two-day general confer-
ence, which culminated 
on April 27.
Some resolutions 
adopted during the 
general conference:

1. The LTM has appre-
ciated the Clean Election 
campaign initiated by the 
LKM and resolved to en-
dorse it actively in activi-
ties.

2. The LTM has en-
dorsed the new team of 
office bearers to pursue 
the government’s pro-
posal to elevate Tuli’s ADC 
to DC. LTM also iterated a 
resolution to establish a 
sub-division horticulture 
office at Tuli.

3. The LTM also en-
dorsed respective village 
councils in the range in 
resolving land issues with 
landowners when under-
taking the Langpangkong 
inter-village road.

4. The LTM has re-
solved to set up a special 
committee to expedite 
the Asetkong-Tzusangra 
road work.

5. The LTM has re-
solved to revive the Na-
galand Pulp & Paper Co. 
Ltd., at Tuli by forming a 
committee after consult-
ing with the legislators of 
the range.
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Shillong, April 27 (PTI): Voting 
ended peacefully at Williamna-
gar assembly seat in Meghalaya 
which witnessed voters turn out 
of 75 per cent today.

Voting was held at Williamna-
gar seat in East Garo hills district 
as it could not see polling with 
other constituencies on February 
27 last due to killing of NCP can-
didate Jonathone N Sangma in an 
IED attack by the militants a week 
before the scheduled elections.

Voting started at 7 am and 
ended at 4 pm during the day, 
election officials said.

“Voting ended peacefully and 

there was no untoward incident 
during the voting hours,” district 
election officer Ram Kumar told 
PTI.

A total of 32,000 plus voters 
were eligible to cast vote in the 
constituency at 58 polling sta-
tions.

Fate of the nine candidates in-
cluding that of lone woman can-
didate and sitting MLA Deborah 
C Marak, in fray will be decided 
on May 1.

The ruling National People’s 
Party, the United Democratic 
Party and the BJP are contesting 
the poll independently taking on 

Opposition Congress candidate 
Deborah C Marak.

The NCP has fielded the slain 
candidate’s wife Krenila Marak in 
his place.

The outcome of the polling 
at Williamnagar would not have 
any impact on the health of the 
state government as the NPP, 
BJP coalition with others already 
enjoy majority in the 60-member 
Meghalaya house. The NPP-led 
coalition enjoys support of 34 
lawmakers in the assembly.

In addition to 19 NPP MLAs, 
there are 6 members of United 
Democratic Party, four of the Peo-

ple’s Democratic Front, two each 
of the Hill State People’s Demo-
cratic Party and the BJP.

An independent lawmaker has 
also joined the coalition.

The Opposition Congress on 
the other hand had bagged 20 
seats.

Meanwhile, the election com-
mission has announced May 28 
as the date for the bye-poll for 
Ampati legislative assembly con-
stituency.

The seat went vacant after 
Leader of Opposition Mukul 
Sangma resigned from Ampati 
and retained Songsak.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, April 27 (EMN): 
To protest the mysterious 
death of Jenisha Engtipi, 
various women, students 
and  youth organisations 
took out a protest march 
in Diphu on April 27.

 The victim, 20 year 
college going student 
was found dead inside 
her rented room of Dipen 
Chetri in Diphu market on 
April 23.

The protest was car-

ried out from Diphu govt. 
college to Karbi Anglong 
Autonomous Council 
(KAAC) Secretariat and 
submitted a memoran-
dum to the Chief Executive 
Member (CEM), KAAC 
Tuliram Ronghang de-
manding justice to the 
victim’s family members 
and demand punishment 
to the culprits.

The organisations 
during the protest de-
manded immediate legal 

action against the ac-
cused Dipen Chetri and 
compensation to the vic-
tim’s family and to stop 
rape culture, murder and 
violence against minor 
girls and women.

The procession saw 
participation of a large 
number of students of 
DAV HS school.

Altogether 16 organi-
sations took part in the 
protest.  part in the pro-
cession.

Shillong, April 27 (IANS): 
The CBI on Friday con-
ducted raids at the resi-
dence of former Megha-
laya Education Minister 
Ampareen Lyngdoh, who 
is accused in manipula-
tion of score sheets in 
the recruitment of assist-
ant teachers in primary 
schools in 2008-2009.

Apart from Lyngdoh’s 
residence here, the agen-
cy searched four other 
locations, including the 
office of Directorate of 
School Education and 
Literacy.

In January, the Central 
Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) registered an FIR 
against Lyngdoh, currently 
member of the Meghalaya 
assembly from the East 
Shillong constituency, and 
Additional Chief Secretary 
P.S. Thangkhiew in the 

alleged teachers’ recruit-
ment scam. 

Acting on the orders of 
Meghalaya High Court, the 
agency registered the FIR 
under charges of crimi-
nal conspiracy, forgery, 
criminal breach of trust 
against Lyngdoh, who was 
the Education Minister 
at the time of the alleged 
scam, and Thangkhiew, 
a 1984-batch IAS officer, 
who was then Principal 
Secretary, Education. 

Thangkhiew is now the 
Additional Chief Secretary, 
Home.

The agency had also 
made the directorate of 
elementary and mass edu-
cation and unidentified 
persons accused in the 
FIR.

The high court on No-
vember 2 last year ordered 
the CBI to take over the 

investigation registered by 
Meghalaya Police relating 
to alleged mass manipu-
lation, tampering score 
sheets and interference in 
the selection of assistant 
teachers in lower primary 
schools in 2008-09.

It is alleged that Lyn-
gdoh instructed J.D. Sang-
ma, who was then Direc-
tor, Elementary and Mass 
Education, and two of her 
supporters to tamper and 
forge the score sheets by 
applying white fluid to in-
crease or decrease marks 
of the candidates. 

The complainant al-
leged Lyngdoh, in collu-
sion and connivance with 
other members of the as-
sembly, carried out large 
scale manipulation in the 
selection process for the 
appointment of assistant 
teachers.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, April  27 (EMN): 
Around 6167 cars and 16,458 
two wheelers have been in-
creased on Manipur roads 
from April to December 2017, 
according to effective vehicle 
population reports of the De-
partment of transport, govern-
ment of Manipur.

Among the hill districts, 
Churachandpur has the maxi-
mum number of cars (3900) 
followed by 1193 in Senapati 
district transport office records 
while Imphal West district has 
maximum cars (27465) among 
all the districts. Similarly the 
district also has the maxi-
mum number of two wheelers 
(1,81198) compared to other 
districts. 

With these increase, the 
total number of cars in the state 
has come to around 44,133 
while the total number of two 
wheelers is 2,49,201. The total 
vehicle population of Manipur 
as on December 2017 has in-
creased to 3,67,035.

Deputy Director David 
Elangbam of the state trans-
port department said that the 
department is trying its best 
to start the helicopter service 
from May 15 as promised by 
the state government to the 
people of Manipur. Regarding 
the revenue generation, he 
added that the revenue of the 
year 2017-18 stands the best in 
the recent years with a total of 
INR 29, 96, 18, 473 till January 
2018.

David Elangbam said that 
the transport system is an im-
portant indicator of the well-
being and development of 
a society and its public. The 

main activities of the depart-
ment are basically non-plan 
in nature viz., grant of driving 
licence, vehicle registration, 
route permits, revenue collec-
tion and enforcement of MV 
Act and Rules etc. Also recently, 
computerisation of various 
programmes with the introduc-
tion of VAHAN and SARATHI 
under the Smart Card System 
has been introduced, he added.

Besides the above routine 
responsibilities, the transport 
department is also function-
ing as nodal authority for the 
projects taken up with the aegis 
of various central ministries 
including expansion/develop-
ment of Imphal International 
Airport, construction of Jiri-
Tupul Railway Line, Inland Wa-
ter Transport Projects (Loktak 
Phase 1 and 2 and Barak River) 
and Introduction of Helicopter 
Service including Air Ambu-
lance, he added.

The revival of MST after be-
ing defunct for about 14 years 
on June 2017  is one of the 
biggest achievements of the 
department,according to Of-
ficer on special duty Dr Polem 
Lenin of Manipur state trans-
port.  Dr Lenin said the intro-
duction of public bus services 
has helped in earning a good 
amount of revenue to the de-
partment. The revenue earned 
from June 26, 2017 till March 
31, 2018 is INR 1 05, 17,568. 
Comparing this amount to the 
operational cost of INR 93 lakh, 
the introduction of the public 
bus transport system is a ben-
eficial step to the government 
at the same time providing af-
fordable service to the public, 
he added.

New Delhi, April 27 (IANS): 
President Ram Nath Ko-
vind on Friday gave As-
sam Governor Jagdish 
Mukhi additional charge 
of Manipur in absence of 
its Governor Najma Hep-
tullah. “The President of 
India is pleased to appoint 

Prof. Jagdish Mukhi, to dis-
charge the functions of the 
Governor of Manipur, in 
addition to his own duties, 
during the absence, on 
leave, of Najma A. Hep-
tulla,” said a press commi-
nique released by Rashtra-
pati Bhavan.

Dimapur, April 27 (EMN): The In-
dian railway’s toll free security hel-
pline number 182 is actively helping 
travelling the passengers whenever 
they are in need of help. 

A press note issued by the NF 
Railway in Maligaon mentioned 
that the toll free security helpline 
number is active 24 x 7 throughout 
Indian railway for rendering any 
type of security related help to train 
passenger. 

From January to March 2018 
about 50 complaints were said to 
have been received through the 

helpline number in NFR. Of which 
31 complaints were related to theft 
of mobile, purse, bag etc. In 26 of the 
31 cases passengers were rendered 
immediate help to lodge FIR with 
Government Railway Police. While 
assistance were provided in 19 other 
cases to passengers which includes 
case like disturbance caused by 
Eunuch, intoxicated passengers, 
creating nuisance by co-passenger, 
harassment of lady passenger, oc-
cupation of seats by other passenger, 
blocking of railway track etc., the 
release added. 

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, April 27 (EMN): An Eshan 
Royal Enfield showroom was inau-
gurated in Diphu town along Diphu-
Manja road at Rongkhelan on April 
27 Friday.

The showroom was formally 
inaugurated by District Transport 
Officer (DTO), Sidhartha Saikia who 
attended as the inaugural as chief 
guest. 

Saikia said that the setting up 
of the showroom in Diphu town 
would help the customers grab the 
opportunity. 

In addition, as a part of the 29th 
road safety week, an awareness pro-
gram on wearing helmet was also 

organised. He said wearing helmet 
while riding a bike should be a must 
and urged upon the Eshan Royal En-
field showroom to provide helmets 
to every buyers. 

Chairman, Langpi Dihangi Ru-
ral Bank (LDRB), KC Das said that 
a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) have been signed for apply-
ing loan with easy and short process. 

The owner of the showroom 
Shankar Gupta said there are many 
enthusiast riders in the region but 
due to non availability of showroom 
one cannot enjoy the service while 
citing that ‘if a rider wanted to buy 
a bike he goes to Guwahati, Nagoan 
and Dimapur.’ 

Kokrajhar, April 27 (PTI): 
Several Bodo groups have 
protested here against the 
state government’s alleged 
failure to hold further dia-
logue on the Bodoland is-
sue and called for a five-day 
national highway blockade 
in the Bodoland areas from 
May 2.

The All Bodo Student”s 
Union, the National Demo-

cratic Front of Bodoland (Pro-
gressive) and the People”s 
Joint Action Committee for 
Bodoland Movement have 
formed a Joint Movement 
Group to spearhead the agita-
tion.

They held a demonstra-
tion near the Deputy Com-
missioner’s office here and 
submitted a memorandum to 
the Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi through the deputy 
commissioner of Kokrajhar 
demanding immediate crea-
tion of a separate Bodoland 
and to expedite the process 
of dialogue on Bodoland is-
sue at the political level on 
Wednesday.

Some of the activists ton-
sured their heads and wore 
black badges during the dem-
onstration.

“It is a great disappoint-
ment to the Joint Movement 
Group that no talk has been 
held till date as was promised 
by Union Home Minister Ra-
jnath Singh,” ABSU president 
Pramod Boro told reporters.

Boro also said that they 
had called a five-day National 
Highway blockade in the Bod-
oland areas from May two in 
support of their demands.

Dimapur, April 27 (EMN): The 
National Disaster Response Force 
(NDRF) on April 27 conducted 
mock drill at NF Railway HQ in 
Maligaon as part of the commu-
nity awareness programme. 

A press release from the NFR 
Maligaon issued on April 27 
stated that during any kind of 
disaster, it is the person avail-
able nearby who are the fast 
respondents. So, awareness of 
the community about relief and 
rescue measures are of prime im-
portance to save precious lives. 

During the drill, various as-
pects about relief and rescue 
measures is said to have been 
demonstrated in the presence 
of officers and staff from NFR to 
garner valuable experience. 

It is said to be expected that 
such drill would be very much 
beneficial for the society as those 
who viewed the drill would be 
able to share their experience in 
various segments of the society.

The drill was said to have 
been conducted by the 1st Bat-
talion of NDRF.

Itanagar, April 27 (PTI): Arunachal Pradesh Textiles 
Minister Tamiyo Taga has urged the Centre to en-
courage textiles industry in the state, official sources 
said today.

Taga requested Union Textiles Minister Smriti 
Irani during a textiles ministers’ meeting in New Del-
hi yesterday to set up hosiery and apparel manufac-
turing units in every district of Arunachal Pradesh.

He also sought establishment of power looms, 
yarn dyeing processing units, raw material banks, 
silk spinning mills and crafts villages with modern 
wayside amenities in each district, besides a one-
time grant of infrastructure development fund and a 
one-time fund for installment of improved technol-
ogy inputs, an official release said here today.

Taga apprised Irani of the pending schemes in 
the textile ministry which are assured but not yet 
approved.

Mirror Crossword 1802sud0ku 1642
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1801

ACROSS
1. Move about
6. City in Israel, Tel ____
10. Eastern European people
14. Keyboard instrument
15. Withered
16. ____ and hearty
17. Changes to a manuscript
18. Adolescent
19. Non scientific branches of learning
20. One who chooses
22. Concentric circles
24. Lion sound
25. Dinners
26. Maiden
29. Body fluids
30. Great Lake
31. Pin up
37. Chew
39. Toilet (British slang)
40. Hoofed mammal found in tropical 

forests
41. Fakes
44. Fiddled during fire
45. Store
46. Short sleep
48. British hereditary title
52. Tongan for “Bitter”
53. Latin for “Upright” or “Lofty”
54. Not proven
58. Horned, bearded ruminant
59. Singer ____ Tennille
61. Put away for future use
62. Island
63. Assemble or modify text
64. Iroquoian for “At the forks”
65. Home for a bird
66. Speeds up an engine (slang)
67. Coined the phrase “Absolute 

power corrupts absolutely”, 
Baron John Dalberg-_____ 

DOWN
1. Mimicks
2. Space immediately next to 

something or someone

3. Rearmost part of some 
animals

4. Cut across or overlap
5. Former tennis star ______ 

Tanner
6. 18th century landowner John 

Jacob _____
7. Swerve
8. Anger
9. Undertaking
10. Thin, keen edge
11. Big
12. Modify 13. Close-fitting 

sleeveless garments

21. Fine-grained body powder
23. Not together
25. _____ Hall University
26. Actress ____ Moore
27. Cuckoopint or calla plant
28. Short skirt
29. Investigate
32. Poet T.S. _____
33. Wonderful
34. Unconcealed
35. Italian currency
36. Small amount of liquid
38. Has not (contraction)
42. Place where movies are 

shown

43. Type of jazz singing
47. Zoroastrian sacred writings
48. Start
49. Ascended
50. Former monetary units of 

Spain and Brazil
51. Group of 8
52. Makes garments from wool
54. University (abbrev.)
55. Honk
56. Therefore
57. Administrative officer of a 

college
60. Lengthy lyrical poem

solutions to suD0ku 1641

75 per cent voters turn out in deferred 
polling at M’laya’s Williamnagar seat

Various orgs. of KA protest 
against death of Jenisha Engtipi

CBI raids former Meghalaya minister’s 
residence in education scam

3,67,035 vehicles registered 
in Manipur till Dec. 2017 

Mukhi to hold additional 
charge as Manipur governor

RPF helpline caters to the need of passengers

Diphu gets its first Enfield showroom 

Bodo groups call for NH blockade demanding talks on Bodoland

NDRF conducts 
mock drill to 
create awareness

Arunachal seeks textiles industry
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Resource persons pose for a group photo during the AAA training at Salesian college on April 23.

Peace club members pose for a group photo during the inter-school peace campaign in Wokha town on April 25.

Colonel Nishit Murat Singh Thakur, Commanding Officer of 36 Assam 
Rifles, presenting a memento to the school principal on the occasion of 
investiture ceremony on April 23.

The newly professed nuns along with other priest pose for a group after the final profession ceremony on April 21.

Sainik School holds investiture ceremony

Seven nuns pledge to serve God and humanity

Public forum alleges anomalies in CHC Shamator

AAA training held in Salesian college

Students pledge to building peace 
occasion, a member of 
the group, Garrol Lotha, 
explained how peace ed-
ucation can be incorpo-
rated in the educational 
system to bring about a 
‘transforming life.’ She ex-
plained that peace educa-
tion was the process of ac-
quiring values, knowledge 
and developing the atti-
tudes, skills, and behav-
iours to live in harmony 
with oneself, with others, 
and with the natural envi-
ronment. 

A press release from 
the Peace Channel also 
informed that she spoke 
to the teachers about how 
peace education can be 
used to impart knowledge 
and prepare the youths to 
have a positive outlook in 
life. 

Further, the updates 
stated, Lotha spoke about 
the main objectives of 
‘peace education’: Ap-
preciating the concept of 
peace, addressing fears, 
understanding the na-
ture of conflict, providing 
information for solution, 
developing inter-cultural 
understanding, and ex-
ploring potential for a 
future without violence. 
She spoke about the strat-
egies that can be used to 
promote peace in times of 
conflicting situations, the 
updates stated. She en-
couraged the teachers to 
be a role model by build-
ing better rapport with 
students.

and NDA, motivated the 
cadets by sharing his life 
experiences in the army. 
He advised them to have 
a focused approach to 
one’s goal ie National 
Defence Academy and 
added that there is no 
space for weakness in 
armed forces. 

The chief guest also 
presented a memento 
to the school and the 
principal as a token of 
remembrance.

Dimapuir, April 27 
(EMN): With the aim of 
enhancing the quality of 
academic standards, de-
partment of higher edu-
cation has conducted 
a training on Academic 
and Administrative Au-
dit (AAA) at Salesian Col-
lege of Higher Education 
(SCHE) on April 23.

The training was Dr. 
Anungla Aier, convener 
and additional director 
of higher education de-
partment; Dr. PS Lorin, 
member and principal of 
Tetso College, Dimapur; 
and Dr. RK Behera, mem-
ber and dean of social 
science Patkai Christian 

College (Autonomous), 
Chumukedima.

The training wit-
nessed interaction be-
tween the students and 
the peer team, report of 
the colleges by Dr. Fr. 
Policarp Xalxo, SCHE 
principal, Internal Qual-
ity Assessment Cell 
(IQAC) by Fr. Paul Panii, 
five departmental pres-
entations by the respec-
tive HoDs, interaction 
with the faculty, and in-
spection of the physical 
facilities of the college. 

In conclusion, the 
peer team laid down 
some suggestions and 
recommendation for 

Dimapur, April 27 (EMN): The Shamator 
Town Public Forum (STPF) has alleged 
anomalies in the functioning of the lone 
Community Health Centre (CHC) in 
Shamator.

Members of the STPF made the ob-
servation during a ‘physical verification’ 
of the health centre on April 23. The veri-
fication was to evaluate and assess avail-
ability of facilities, services and strength 
of the staff, a press release from the 
group stated.

The forum alleged that the lone doc-
tor posted at the CHC had been ‘wilfully 
shirking duty since Nov. 2017. The up-
date informed that the centre was being 
manned by three GNM (one GNM from 
the NRHM), and an ANM, a pharmacist, 
a lab technician, two lab attendants, 
a dresser, seven MA, two vaccinators, 
one SW, an SI, an ASHA coordinator, a 
counsellor, a block programme man-
ager, a family welfare assistant, an MDS 
(malaria), a LDA and few other grade-IV 
personnel.’ 

In a press release the forum’s presi-
dent, S Mukamchim, stated that one 
LHP got attached at Kiphire, while one 
ANM got attached at Tuensang and an-

other one ANM got transferred out, one 
pharmacist transferred out, one vaccina-
tor transferred out, one GNM demised in 
the year 2017 and not replaced, and one 
LDA transferred out. 

The CHC has 12 beds with building 
structure nearly in a dilapidated state 
and no ambulance since July 2017 on 
the pretext of its repairing from outside, 
trhe statement claimed. The CHC has 
only one stretcher, two radiant warmers 
of which one was defective, two oxygen 
cylinders. It also stated that CHC has 
no generator, blood storage, X-ray, ultra 
sound, telephone connection and com-
puter. 

With complete scarcity of water de-
spite of installation of stock tank and 
the facility, it stated that the centre suf-
fers from unhygienic surrounding due 
to careless dumping of garbage. Because 
of the congestion of building structure, 
many essential rooms could not find de-
sired accommodation. 

It added that people are facing im-
mense hardship due to lack of proper 
services, facilities and medicines espe-
cially those in emergency or casualty 
cases. 

Dimapur, April 27 (EMN): The final 
profession of seven nuns of Beth-
any congregation was held at St. 
Joseph Catholic Church, Viswema, 
on April 21.

The seven nuns were Meth-
asünü Agatha BS of Viswema vil-
lage, Sr. M Charou Elizabeth BS of 
Poumai tribe, Sr. M Marina Therou 
BS of Poumai tribe, Sr. M Roselima 
Thamei BS of Rongmai tribe, Sr. M 
Roseline Dukru BS of Chakhesang 
tribe, Sr. M Line Raymond BS of 
Poumai tribe and Sr. M Silvia Daph-
rou BS of Poumai tribe. 

By the profession, they become 
a permanent and full fledge mem-
ber of the congregation. They have 
vowed to live their lives in chastity, 
poverty, and obedience to their su-
periors and in their faith.

The rite of perpetual profession 

was administered by the main cel-
ebrant Rev. Dr. James Thoppil, DD, 
Bishop of Kohima Diocese, accom-
panied by Rev.Fr. Charles D’Souza 
SJ, Parish Priest, Mary Help of 
Christian, Jakhama; Rev. Fr. Nicho-
las Kamei, secretary to Arch Bishop 
of Imphal; Rev. Fr. Victor Renthungo 
Odyuo, secretary to Bishop of Ko-
hima; and a host of priests in pres-
ence of Rev. M Lillies BS, assistant 
superior general, Mangalore, and 
Rev. Sr. M Joy BS, provincial supe-
rior, North East Province, Guwahati. 
Besides well wishers from neigh-
bouring villages, the programme 
was attended by delegates from Mi-
zoram and Manipur.

The main celebrant in his 
speech encouraged the professed 
sisters to remain committed and 
steadfast to their call and commit-

ment. He stated that out of love for 
their faith and missionary, the sev-
en sisters have sacrificed worldly 
desire to serve God and humanity. 

During the rite, professed sis-
ters were given traditional shawl by 
their parents symbolising giving up 
of worldly interest for their mission-
ary and religious life. As a sign of 
their profession, a ring and a cross 
were offered to them. 

The eucharist programme was 
presided over by Sulahele Teresa 
BS and the felicitation programme 
was chaired by Melissa BS. A special 
number on Tati by VCYA enthralled 
the gathering. 

This was stated in a joint state-
ment issued by convenor and sec-
retary of organising committee on 
final profession Vikhoneil Philip 
and Zhoto Stephen Naleo.

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT 
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 25th April’18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-109/18/787-88  Notice is hereby given that Shri. 
Namgai -Vrs- Smti. Muganglu Panmei resident of Chungajang 
Colony Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under 
Rule 50 & 51 Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied 
for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & 
should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 25/05/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Shri. Namgai
Village/Block No: 11, Patta No: 1029
Dag No: 298/1183, Area: 00B-01K-19Ls
North: Namgai, South: Namgai, East: Namgai, West: 
Approach Road

NOTICE

D-5335

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 25th April’17

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

No: Rev-1/90-D/  /Notice is hereby given 
that Shri/Smti Vikato Zhimomi resident of 
Dimapur who has applied for issue of mortgage 
clearance concerning to Patta No.881, Dag No. 
15/467 measuring an Area of 00-01-17 located at 
Block No/Village.08, Mouza No.03 which has been 
mortgage in the NIDC Bank/Society.

Claims & objection if any on the aforesaid land 
may be submitted in written in the Court of the 
undersigned on or before 02.05.18.

NOTICE

D-5336

ELITE ACADEMY

ADMISSION GOING ON FOR:

NEAR NEW N S T BUS STATION, KOHIMA
PH. 9862034454

1) N P S C/ U P S C Prelims Exam 2018, 
SSC and Banking

2) Computer Courses (Special Classes 
for those who are waiting for Exams 
result)

3) Special Coaching for Stenography 
and Typewriting

4) Cutting and Tailoring
5) Spoken English (Starting soon)

K-1651

HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL NATIONS
INVITE ALL

IN
CELEBRATING OUR

TIME: 10:00 AM URA VILA COLONY
DATE: 29TH APRIL 2018 NEAR CIRCUIT HOUSE
 SUPER MARKET AREA 
 DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

ANNIVERSARY
YEARS

D-5333

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, 
glorified, loved and praised throughout the 
World. Sacred Heart of Jesus thy kingdom 
come. Sacred Heart of Jesus have mercy on 
us. St. Jude the worker of miracles pray for us. 
St. Jude the helper of the hopeless cases pray 
for us. Say this prayer for Nine times for Nine 
days. Your prayer will be answered by the 
Eighth day. Publication must be promised. 

TONI
D-5334

THANKS GIVING 

The draw date of the 
School Management 
Board’s Raffle Draw 
that was scheduled to 
be held on 2/5/2018 
has been postponed 
indefinitely.  
New date of draw will 
be announced very 
shortly. Inconvenience if 
any is highly regretted.

PANGERCHIBA MEMORIAL 
SCHOOL, LONGCHEM

Dimapur, April 27 (EMN): 
Students from four 
schools in Wokha town 
have pledged to work for 
‘genuine peace,’ a ‘kind 
of peace that makes life 
on earth worth living, a 
peace that enables men 
and nation to grow, to 
hope and to build a better 
life for the future genera-
tion, not merely a peace 
in their time but peace for 
all time.’

Students took the 
pledge during a day-
long inter-school event 
dubbed the ‘call for peace 
campaign,’ which was 
organised by local moti-
vational group the Peace 
Channel.  Interestingly, 

the event was conducted 
with the theme ‘end plas-
tic pollution.’ It was con-
ducted at the Don Bosco 
Youth Centre of Wokha 
town on April 25, updates 
have informed. 

Speaking during the 
occasion, assistant pro-
fessor at Bailey Baptist 
College in Wokha, N Yan-
pothung Ezung exhorted 
the students to help end 
plastic pollution ‘as the 
material takes 1000 years 
to decompose.’ While ex-
plaining that even though 
the ‘use of plastic materi-
als is an epidemic,’ he said 
people can rise above the 
use of it by reducing use of 
the material or recycling 

them.  He has encouraged 
the students to support 
the ban on plastic bags, 
polystyrene, and plastic 
bottles.

A speaker at the event 
Patrick W Tungoe, also 
encouraged the students 
to replace the old para-
digm of war and conflict 
with the paradigm of 
waging peace. He urged 
the students to be the 
pioneers in pushing the 
boundaries of human un-
derstanding—’a doctor to 
cure the virus of violence, 
a soldier of peace who 
can do more than preach 
to the choir and a the art-
ist to make the world our 
master piece for peace.’

In another pro-
gramme, Peace Chan-
nel organised a teach-
ers training programme 
based on the theme “edu-
cation for transformative 
life” at the Don Bosco 
Youth Centre in Wokha. 

The training event was 
organised to ‘capacitate 
teachers to impart educa-
tion for a transformative 
life, to train them to equip 
with leadership skills and 
to have peaceful class-
room environment in the 
institutions.’ Altogether 
seven  teachers from four 
schools participated in 
the programme, it was in-
formed. 

Speaking during the 

fields such as academics, 
sports, discipline, officer 
like qualities and leader-
ship qualities shown in 
school and house activi-
ties.

The school and house 
appointees were admin-
istered an oath, wherein 
they have pledged to 
discharge their respon-
sibilities honestly, sin-
cerely and to the best of 

their abilities. They also 
promised to display their 
dignity, integrity, dis-
cipline, leadership ap-
proach and a role model 
to all cadets.

The chief guest, in 
his address, motivated 
the cadets that they were 
privileged to be part of 
the school. He exhorted 
them to endeavour and 
be a man who could 

stand at all testing times. 
He also urged them to ac-
cept challenges and oc-
cupy with good thoughts 
that bring optimism, cre-
ativity and magnanim-
ity. He also expressed his 
confidence that cadets 
bear the responsibility 
of making the country 
into New India. He com-
plimented the principal 
and staff for their com-
mendable contribution 
to the society.

The singing of na-
tional anthem in unison 
by the school cadets and 
staff marked the culmi-
nation of the grandeur 
ceremony. 

Post ceremony, the 
chief guest presented a 
motivational lecture to 
the cadets, wherein he 
stressed to follow the 
school’s rules and regu-
lation. He encouraged 
them to fulfil the goals 
of the school. Further, 
Major NS Angami, an of-
ficer from Nagaland and 
alumni of prestigious 
Rashtriya Indian Mili-
tary College, Dehradun, 

Dimapur, April 27 
(EMN): A total of 40 ca-
dets of the Sainik School, 
Punglwa, were reposed 
with the responsibility 
of school house captains 
and house vice captains 
during its investiture 
ceremony for the aca-
demic session 2018-19 
held on April 23.

Colonel Nishit Mu-
rat Singh Thakur, Com-
manding Officer of 36 
Assam Rifles, Jalukie, ac-
companied by his wife 
Mamta Thakur graced 
the occasion as chief 
guest. On arrival, the 
guests were received by 
Group Captain Sharad R 
Keskar, Principal, Sainik 
School Punglwa.  

The investiture cer-
emony signifies the re-
liance and confidence 
that the school consigns 
in the newly invested 
cadets. The cadets were 
selected for the appoint-
ments after undergo-
ing through a detailed 
selection process and 
consider their overall 
performance in various 

the augmentation of 
the institutional poli-
cies and activities so as 
to promote the learning 
experience and learning 
outcomes of the students 
and for the growth of the 
college.
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DAILY

PATH
When my son’s teacher asked me to serve as a chaperone for their science camp, I hesitated. How 

could I be a role model when mistakes littered my past, when I still struggled, stumbled, and 
slipped into old bad habits? God helped me love and raise my son, but I often doubted He could 

use me to serve others.
Sometimes I still fail to recognize that God—the only perfect One, the only One who can change hearts 

and lives—transforms us over time. Then the Holy Spirit reminds me how Paul encouraged Timothy to 
embrace his on-the-job training, persevere in faith, and use the gifts God had given him (2 Timothy 1:6). 
Timothy could be courageous because God, his power source, would help him love and be disciplined as he 
continued to grow and serve those within his sphere of influence (v. 7).

Christ saves and empowers us to honor Him with our lives, not because we have special qualifications 
but because we’re each valuable members of His family (v. 9).

We can persevere with confidence when we know our role is to simply love God and others. Christ’s 
role is to save us and give us a purpose that extends beyond our small vision of the world. As we follow 
Jesus daily, He transforms us while using us to encourage others as we share His love and truth wherever 
He sends us.

Lord, thanks for affirming we can depend on You completely as we share You cheerfully, 
confidently, and courageously.

On-the-Job Training
BIBLE READ:   2 TIMOTHY 1:6–14 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Of this gospel I was appointed a  
herald and an apostle and a teacher.    

~   2 Timothy 1:11

Set Up a Staff Selection BoardSuggestion to Ease Traffic Congestion 

Departmental exams are a huge farce. It 
is an accepted fact that nepotism takes 
place in these departmental exams.
Kith and kin of  ministers and bureau-

crats fill up these jobs. It is useless applying for these 
jobs or even  sitting for the exams.
The solution is to either increase the manpower of  
NPSC and let NPSC conduct the exams for these 
departmental posts also or set up a Staff  Selection 
Board on the lines of  SSC for all jobs not falling 
under NPSC except Grade - 4 posts. 
A Dedicated Staff  Selection Board filled with men 
and women of  integrity will clean up the system in 
a big way. Meritocracy needs to be the norm of the 
day.  Unless Meritocracy is put in place, we will see 
no professionalism in our offices. Meritocracy will 
ensure meritorious and hard working candidates 
are behind the desks and this in turn result in ef-
ficiency in running our State.
It is my sincere request to our New Chief  Minister 
Sir Neiphiu Rio to consider setting up a Staff  Selec-
tion Board for conducting exams for all posts not 
falling under NPSC .

Kevitho Kera

For every problem there is a solution. 
However, the traffic jam problem in 
Kohima the State Capital seemed 
to have no solution. It is not wise to 

blame the traffic police, PWD(R&B) deptt, 
District Administration etc as everyone has 
a share in creating problems for it such as 
land encroachment, violating traffic rules, 
early closing of shops and health centres, 
indiscipline, selfishness and list goes on.

We have to accept that there are practi-
cal problems to solve traffic jam as it is not 
an easy task. It needs lot of resources, public 
support etc. However, I just would like to 
appeal the concerned government depart-
ments to go a little bit beyond what they 
are doing with their best till date. As such, 
I would like to share some of my thoughts 
as listed below.

1 Strict Prohibition of vehicle parking 
(all type of vehicles) on the roadsides (24x7) 
both main town roads as well as colony 
roads – all equally important. (Traffic advise 
we read: “You own a car but not road”)

2 Shops, health clinics etc. to remain 
open till 8.00 pm so as to avoid rushes for 
shopping and health check up during day 
time.

3 Strict order for immediate disposal of  
dumped soils on the roadsides due to con-
struction works both government and pri-
vate.

4 Fixing responsibility on local bodies 
such as colony councils, GBs etc. for strict 
enforcement in prohibiting of parking vehi-
cles on all stretch of the roadside both day 
and night in their respective jurisdiction.

5 Cash award worth INR 10.00 lakh for 
the best performing colony council so as to 
encourage competitive spirit in implementa-
tion of the order in their respective colony 
(Ward).

6 In case, any colony does not cooper-
ate in implementing of orders, disqualify 
that particular colony council and notice be 
published in the Local Newspapers with or-
der to elect new team of council members 
within shortest time.

7 Introduce online payment facilities for 
water bills, school fees, LPG booking, tick-
ets booking for both private and govt vehi-
cles etc, so as to avoid rushes on roads.

I have shared my humble views for traf-
fic jam issue as which affect each and every 
one and the price people paid for it is very 
costly. Costly in the sense of consuming 
time, delay for hours or lost of life for those 
patient who needs immediate attention of  
doctors, consume extra fuel, more pollu-
tions, anxiety etc.

If the problem has to be taken up seri-
ously there is still some steps which can be 
taken by joint afford to reduce the traffic 
problem to some extent without having to 
rely on fund for development. Of course, 
master plan involves huge fund is required 
but which is not at the disposal of the state 
government and it will take time. Why let 
us not do something to ease the traffic jam 
which will definitely help everyone.

E. Stephen Rikha
eyosalr@gmail.com

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

How Not to 
Impress a 
Woman

U
seful tip: Guys, end every 
sentence you speak to a 
woman with, "But I could 
be wrong". This saves 

time. Example: "Good morning! But 
I could be wrong!"

That thought was inspired by a 
news item I just read. A man robbed 
a bank and then threw some of the 
money over singer Taylor Swift's 
fence "to impress her".

More evidence that most men 
have NO IDEA how women think.

Bruce Rowley was arrested as he 
left Taylor's home in Rhode Island a 
few days ago. Bruce, you do NOT im-
press wealthy women by throwing 
cash over the fences of their man-
sions. You throw property deeds, 
credit cards and in your case, I think 
vasectomy papers would be essen-
tial.

It reminded me of a case in In-
dia where a young man stole a train 
for his girlfriend. Ketan Kumar, 
24, thought his beloved would be 
pleased to be presented with the 
8.20 p.m. express to Amrapali. Sadly 
for him, both girlfriend and police 
were significantly unimpressed. 
Ketan, buddy, you need to know 
more about how girls think. Big, ugly 
steaming lump of metal? Great for 
guys. But for girls? No.

A colleague, hearing about this 
column's topic, forwarded me a news 
video from Chechnya. It shows a five-
year-old boy walking down the street 
hand-in-hand with his girlfriend. He 
swiftly breaks into a car and turns on 
the engine to show off. The five-year-
old girl, way smarter than her com-
panion, swiftly backs away while he 
drives off, pursued by adults.

This all adds to the tonnes of evi-
dence that males are born thinking 
women are impressed by extreme 
stupidity and immorality, and it 
takes us years -- let's be honest, dec-
ades -- to realise this is not the case. 

Young males should take ad-
vice from fathers of girls, who are 
forced to learn something about the 
young female brain. For example, I 
now know that fathering a daughter 
means pretending you're thrilled 
when they spend half your salary 
having an eighth of an inch cut off 
their hair. The tricky thing is that 
they don't tell you whether they've 
had an invisible haircut, their eye-
brows plucked or a complete head 
transplant, but just burst through 
the door saying: "Well, Dad, what 
do you think?" You MUST reply: 
"It looks great" and then leave the 
country before there are any follow-
up questions.

In fact, when a young woman 
asks her father for his opinion on 
any matter, what she is really say-
ing is: "I wish to hear my opinion 
repeated in a deeper voice."

Stop press: A colleague forwards 
another example. On April 24, sev-
eral media reported that a man 
named Zach Doell decided to pick 
up his girlfriend from the University 
of Louisiana in a different funny ve-
hicle every day, including the Bat-
mobile, a car that looked like a giant 
hot dog, and an ice cream van.

He thought this was highly im-
pressive. His, er, thrilled girlfriend 
Brianna Garcia told the media it was 
"embarrassing".

So there you have it. It is this 
columnist's fervent hope that this 
information will help young men 
and young women understand each 
other and communicate better.

But I could be wrong.

(Nury Vittachi is an Asia-based 
frequent traveller. Send comments 
and suggestions via his Facebook 

page)

Nury Vittachi | IANS

Knowing our Power-Source personally gives us confidence in our role as 
servants to the King.

Mid-Life Chronic Inflammation May Up Frailty Later

How Kefir May Lower Your BP Novel App to Make Tuberculosis 
Therapy More Effective

Over 40 Genes Associated With Depression Identified

C
hronic inflammation in middle age may 
be linked to an increased risk of frailty and 
overall poorer health decades later, a new 
study suggests.

Overall for the study sample, each standard de-
viation of higher inflammation recorded in mid-life 
yielded a 39 per cent higher odds of frailty approxi-
mately 24 years later, the researchers said. 

The prevalence of frailty in later life among peo-
ple who had low levels of inflammation throughout 
mid-life was four to five per cent.

However, the prevalence of later life frailty 
among adults with high levels of inflammation 
during mid-life was nine per cent -- approximately 
double.

"Middle adulthood may be an especially im-
portant period for poor health in older adults for 
multiple reasons. First, it is in middle age when 
the incidence of common chronic diseases, such 
as diabetes, begins to accelerate," said lead author 
Keenan Walker, from the Johns Hopkins University 
School of Medicine.

"Second, compared to individuals who develop 
systemic disease and inflammation in later life, in-
dividuals who develop these conditions in mid-life 
may have a longer exposure and therefore are more 
susceptible to deleterious physiological effects," 

Walker added.
For the study, published in The Journal of Ger-

ontology, the research team analysed data from 
5,760 adults in their 70s.

The participant's health has been followed over 
the course of five medical examinations, starting in 
1987-1989, when they were in their 40s and 50s. 

The fifth and most recent medical visit and eval-
uation occurred in 2011-2013.

The investigators specifically examined meas-
ures of five markers of inflammation in the blood-
stream collected during participant's initial study 
visits. 

Inflammatory biomarker levels were combined 
to create an inflammation composite score, which 
was used as a marker of each participant's overall 
level of inflammation.

Next, all participants who completed the fifth 
visit were categorised as frail, pre-frail or robust de-
pending upon how many of the following attributes 
they had at the time -- exhaustion, slowness, low 
physical activity, weakness and weight loss. 

Those deemed frail met three or more of these 
criteria, while those categorised as pre-frail met 
one or two of the criteria, and those categorised as 
robust met none of the criteria.

Source: IANS

D
rinking kefir -- a fermented 
probiotic milk known to 
help maintain the balance 
of good bacteria in the diges-

tive system -- can have a positive effect 
on blood pressure by promoting com-
munication between the gut and brain, 
a study conducted on rats has found.

After nine weeks of kefir supple-
mentation, the treated rats had lower 
levels of endotoxins -- toxic substances 
associated with disruption in the cells 
--, lower blood pressure and improved 
intestinal permeability when com-
pared with the untreated group.

In addition, kefir supplementation 
restored the natural balance of four dif-
ferent bacteria in the gut and of an en-
zyme in the brain essential for normal 
nervous system function, suggesting 
that the nervous and digestive systems 
work together to reduce hypertension, 
the results showed.

"Our data suggests that kefir anti-
hypertensive-associated mechanisms 

involve gut microbiota-brain axis com-
munication during hypertension," 
said the researchers including Mirian 
Silva-Cutini, of Auburn University in 
Alabama, US.

The findings will be presented at 
American Physiological Society's (APS) 
annual meeting at Experimental Biol-
ogy 2018 in San Diego.

Previous research has shown that 
an imbalance in the gut's colony of 
bacteria (microbiota) may cause high 
blood pressure in some people.

Similarly, probiotics -- live bacte-
ria supplements that are beneficial 
to the digestive system -- have been 
found to lower blood pressure, but the 
mechanisms by which this occurs are 
unclear.

For the study, the team studied 
three groups of rats -- treated, untreat-
ed and control -- to determine how 
kefir reduces high blood pressure (hy-
pertension).

Source: IANS

A 
newly developed video-based app that 
substitutes for a daily in-person visit by 
a health care worker required for tuber-
culosis (TB) treatment may be cheap, 

effective as well as improve privacy concerns for 
TB patients, researchers suggest.

The app provides a video on Directly Ob-
served Therapy (DOT) -- a control strategy rec-
ommended by the World Health Organization 
for TB patients, to improve adherence by requir-
ing health workers, community volunteers or 
family members to observe and record patients 
taking each dose.

It is a low-cost option and also allows pa-
tients to record their doses without a health 
worker present.

The pilot study showed that video DOT could 
be a promising technology for helping TB pro-
grammes around the world manage the disease.

"We believe video DOT offers an alternative 
that appears to be as effective as an in-person 
daily visits by health care workers to assure com-
pliance with drug treatment, but also empow-
ers patients to manage their TB without added 

stress," said Samuel Holzman, a research stu-
dent at the Johns Hopkins University School of 
Medicine.

Tuberculosis is typically treated for six 
months with a battery of daily antibiotics that 
include a multidrug combination that can be 
challenging patients to take.

However, DOT has the potential to be logis-
tically challenging for patients and is viewed by 
some patients as stigmatising or interfering with 
their autonomy and privacy.

"In an era when we are focused on patient-
centered care, having to meet a health provider 
every single day is logistically challenging and 
can be personally invasive," said Maunank Shah, 
Associate Professor at the varsity.

The study, published in the journal Open Fo-
rum Infectious Diseases, conducted on a small 
number of patients showed that the patient 
adherence to treatment was approximately the 
same between the video DOT and in-person 
DOT, 94 per cent and 98 per cent, respectively.

Source: IANS

R
esearchers have identified 44 genomic variants 
that have a significant association with depres-
sion, an advance that can be used for improving 
antidepressant medications.

The findings showed that the genetic basis of depres-
sion overlaps importantly with other psychiatric disorders 
like bipolar disorder and schizophrenia.

The meta-analysis of more than 135,000 people with 
major depression and more than 344,000 controls has 
identified 44 genomic variants with links to depression.

Of these 44 loci, 30 are newly discovered while 14 had 
been identified in previous studies. 

In addition, the study identified 153 significant genes 
and found that major depression shared six loci that are 
also associated with schizophrenia, the researchers said 
in a paper published in the journal Nature Genetics.

"This study is a game-changer. Figuring out the ge-

netic basis of major depression has been really hard. With 
more work, we should be able to develop tools important 
for treatment and even prevention of major depression," 
said Patrick F. Sullivan, Professor at the University of North 
Carolina in the US.

Intriguingly, the genetic basis of depressive disorder 
also overlaps with that for obesity and multiple measures 
of sleep quality, including daytime sleepiness, insomnia 
and tiredness. While all people carry genetic variants for 
depression, but those with a higher burden are more sus-
ceptible, the study showed. 

"We know that many life experiences also contribute 
to risk of depression, but identifying the genetic factors 
opens new doors for research into the biological drivers," 
added Naomi Wray, from the University of Queensland in 
Australia.

Source: IANS
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): A member of your 
household could be going through some 
rough times, Aries, and as a result might be-
come overly dependent on your moral and 

emotional support. This is flattering, but it could also 
be a drain on your energy. Carefully consider what you 
really need to say to your friend. Sometimes you have 
to hit a person over the head with the truth (figuratively 
speaking) in order to wake them up.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Some blatantly 
untrue gossip could reach you today, Tau-
rus. When you think about it, you’ll see that 
what you heard defies all logic and is actu-

ally rather ludicrous. However, the person who reports 
it to you could be so dynamic and persuasive that you 
believe it for a little while. Remember to check the facts 
in such situations. You’ll stay grounded in reality rather 
than get caught up in fantasy.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Gemini, today you 
could feel the need to work on your finances - 
pay bills, make deposits, and plan a budget for 
next month - but your heart won’t be in it. Your 

mind is probably on more interesting projects. If you try 
to force it, you’ll be unable to concentrate, so it could be 
a waste of time. It won’t hurt if you wait a few days. You 
should be in a more practical space by then.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Usually, Cancer, 
you have pretty good powers of focus and 
concentration. However, today you might 
find that these powers are flagging. Work-

ing could be difficult, and you could even find yourself 
dwelling on disappointments from your past. You might 
want to stop and try to figure out why these memories 
are coming up now. Releasing them could reset your 
concentration back to normal.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): A strange person 
promoting him- or herself as a mind-reader 
of sorts could come onto the scene today, 
Leo. This person, however, is more mixed up 

than mindful. Therefore, take any predictions with a 
grain of salt, if not the whole shaker. Chances are good 
that none of them have any basis in reality. Trust your 
intuition. Your insights should be far more dependable 
than those of the so-called psychic.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Your financial goals 
could seem vague and uncertain at this time, 
Virgo. Perhaps you face a crossroads in your 
life as far as income goes, and you might not 

be sure which way to go. Or else you could be planning 
to make some purchases and have a hard time deciding 
which are most important. This probably isn’t the day 
to try to make any kind of decision. Wait a day or two.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): A colleague’s mo-
tives could seem rather sinister today, Libra. 
This person has a definite agenda of his or 
her own that may not take into account the 

needs or feelings of anyone who could conceivably 
stand in the way. This person isn’t to be trusted. Don’t 
excuse his or her behavior. The best course of action 
now is to stay out of the way and protect yourself on 
all levels.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):  Today doubts 
may crop up for you concerning certain spiritual 
concepts that you’ve embraced for a long time, 
Scorpio. Don’t let this cause a crisis. It could just 

be a normal part of your inner growth. Instead, go back and 
read the old books that got you started, and then read some 
new ones and try to view the ideas from your current per-
spective. You could find they aren’t so doubtful after all.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Some dis-
turbing dreams could bring up doubts you 
may have about the motives of someone you 
consider a friend, Sagittarius. This person 

might have been acting strangely, and you could be 
wondering about the future of your friendship. It’s im-
portant to look at the symbols in the dreams and try to 
analyze what they’re telling you. They might be indicat-
ing your friend, you, or both. Think about it!

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Some un-
derhanded and not altogether honest mach-
inations could be happening at the work-
place, Capricorn. You could be offended by 

it, and you could also worry if it threatens your job. Then 
you might also consider what you’re doing there, if it’s 
that sort of organization. These inner conflicts could sig-
nify the need to focus on the realities and discern exactly 
what you want to do. Then go for it.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Today you might 
feel a little out of sorts, Aquarius, and your con-
centration could be diminished. You might 
even have a little trouble focusing on your 

work. Don’t worry about it. It’s more mental than anything 
else, and it will pass. You might feel the need to drink cof-
fee all day to stay alert. Try to exercise some restraint on 
this, since it could be counterproductive. Hang in there.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Today doubts, 
uncertainties, and insecurities could plague 
a love relationship, Pisces. Does your beloved 
share your passion? Is your friend being hon-

est and open with you? Does this relationship have a 
future? The only way to get past this inner turmoil is to 
take one step at a time and take a good long look at the 
results of each step. Only in this way will your doubts 
be resolved one way or the other.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Just one in five people will be 
lucky enough to avoid mental 
health problems throughout 
their life. How do they do it?

I 
can’t remember a time when I didn’t know that I 
was vulnerable. From childhood on, I felt stress 
as acutely as a needle puncture – the familiar 
tightness in my ribcage, the trembling in my 

upper arms. In an attempt to dull the pain, I’d ob-
sess endlessly about the current subject of my wor-
ries, whether it was a guy who’d rejected me or the 
strange bruises that had appeared on my legs over-
night. As an adult, I learned that ruminating – lin-
gering over problems like a cow chewing cud – was 
linked to the depression and anxiety that I suffered 
in repeated bouts. But knowing this wasn’t enough 
to halt my obsessing. Something in me believed it 
was the way through the crucible, and stopping felt 
like relinquishing all control.

Still, I’ve long known that not everyone responds 
to stress the way I do. I see the evidence every day 
in my own home. My husband, the descendant of 
laid-back Scandinavians, seems largely impervi-
ous to stresses and misfortunes. When something 
bad happens, he might withdraw into himself for a 
time, but he tends to bounce back within hours or, 
at most, days. I think of him as a sturdy wagon, one 
that keeps rolling along, no matter the condition of 
the road. Then there’s the author Kelly Hayes-Raitt, 
who has faced various slings and arrows through 
the years. Post-9/11, her consulting business went 
bottom-up, leaving her $90,000 in debt. After that, 
she ran for political office in Santa Monica in Cali-
fornia, and lost after enduring multiple rounds of 
character assassination. But through it all, she says, 
she’s never felt particularly anxious, depressed or 
otherwise unmoored – and she’s never received any 
kind of psychiatric diagnosis.

I regard such temperamentally blessed people 
with awe, and I’m more than a little curious about 
the source of their endurance. Why is it that, after 
what psychologists call an ‘adverse event’, I have a 
near-irresistible urge to wallow and curl into my-
self, while the temperamentally blessed deploy 
their emotional stabilisers and sail on blithely? Is it 
genes, upbringing or something less easily defined? 
And should we seek to follow their example – or are 
emotional ups and downs a natural and integral 
part of a life well-lived? Is it even mentally healthy 
to stay so even-keeled when chaos descends?

Jonathan Schaefer, a graduate student in psy-
chology, is among the researchers who have begun 
to address such questions. Soon before Schaefer ar-
rived at Duke University in North Carolina, his ad-
visor, the psychologist Terrie Moffitt, published a 
paper showing that when people are assessed regu-
larly for mental-health problems, their incidence of 
common mental illnesses was far higher than previ-
ous estimates. By age 32, more than 40 per cent of 
the study participants had had at least one episode 
of depression, while nearly 50 per cent had suffered 
from anxiety. Schaefer remembers digesting the pa-
per and finding it intriguing. ‘OK, so if this propor-
tion of the population is experiencing different dis-
orders, who’s left over?’ he thought to himself. ‘Who 
actually is making it through the first half of their 
life without a diagnosis?’

To find out what made these diagnosis-free peo-
ple distinct, Schaefer turned to the same subjects 
whom Moffitt had studied – the Dunedin cohort, a 
group of 1,037 people all born in the same town in 
New Zealand between April 1972 and March 1973. 
Every few years since their birth, the members of 
the cohort have returned to Dunedin to undergo 
batteries of medical tests and interviews. Asses-
sors evaluate, among other things, their reproduc-
tive health, their social aptitude and their current 
mental state. To date, the study has retained about 
95 per cent of its original subjects and, if all goes as 
planned, they will submit to periodic testing for the 
rest of their lives.

As Schaefer dug deep into the Dunedin files, 
one thing that jumped out at him was that the vast 
majority of cohort members had met criteria for a 
mental illness at some point in their lives. In the 
turbulent years leading up to middle age, 83 per 
cent had suffered from either short-lived or longer-
lasting mental disorders. ‘Experiencing these condi-
tions is actually the norm,’ Schaefer says. ‘It’s kind of 
weird not to.’

The discovery that mental illness was far more 
the rule than the exception made Schaefer more ea-
ger to understand who the remaining 17 per cent of 
the population were – what was it about their ap-

proach to life that preserved their mental health? He 
presumed, at first, that people who’d been born to 
wealthy parents or who’d maintained good physi-
cal health might end up in the temperamentally 
blessed group, since poverty and ill health are clear 
harbingers of mental disorder.

That didn’t turn out to be the case, though. 
Unsurprisingly, the temperamentally blessed in 
Schaefer’s study tended to be people whose first-
degree relatives were never diagnosed with mental 
illness, suggesting that their ongoing buoyancy was, 
at least in part, genetic. But people who enjoyed en-
during mental health weren’t unusually rich, physi-
cally healthy or intelligent. ‘We expected that they 
would be from well-off families, so would be pro-
tected from stress by money and financial resourc-
es, but they were not,’ says Moffitt, who was a con-
tributing author on Schaefer’s recent paper. ‘And we 
expected they would be very high-IQ kids, so would 
be protected by being extra-smart and able to think 
their way out of problems, but they were not.’

Enduring mental health, it appears, isn’t as 
much about surface advantage as how you play 
the hand you’ve got. In Moffitt’s view, the tempera-
mentally blessed members of the Dunedin cohort 
‘embrace life, get active, and get involved, but when 
bad things happen they don’t over-react. They really 
just remain calm and get on with it,’ she says. They 
manage stress, it appears, by not focusing intently 
on their problems, and also by surrounding them-
selves with supportive others. ‘They like being with 
people, and they reach out to build a social network. 
As loved ones, they are steady and dependable, not 
touchy or thin-skinned. They don’t often quarrel. 
They are pretty tolerant of other people in their 
lives.’

‘We could copy the lifestyles of people with 
enduring mental health to see how to live well’
Because the Dunedin study has tracked subjects 

from birth onwards, we know that these distinctive 
personality traits often show up by the elementa-
ry-school years, Schaefer says. Children who have 
more friends at an early age are less likely to experi-
ence an episode of mental illness as adults. ‘This is 
a process, a way of being, that emerges pretty early 
on.’

If genetics play a key role in temperament, and 
if many of the traits that reinforce temperament are 
baked in early on, does it still make sense to try to 
foster an environment that promotes temperamen-
tal stability? Moffitt says yes – and that one possi-
ble approach would be to recreate the social and 
emotional milieu that the temperamentally blessed 
seem to inhabit. ‘I think we could copy the lifestyles 
of people with enduring mental health to see how 
to live well.’

Almost invariably, such people boast a dense web 
of communal ties, underscoring the role of support-
ive networks in mitigating stressful life events such 
as a job loss or a divorce. (To be sure, these networks 
might help some more than others; though my hus-
band and I share most of the same social contacts, 
our responses to stress remain distinct.) Likewise, a 
live-and-let-live attitude is probably teachable, at 
least to some degree. Dialectical behaviour therapy 
(DBT) – designed to teach emotional regulation – is 
geared toward boosting clients’ tolerance and ac-
ceptance of others. Studies show that this therapy 
improves their functioning in the real world, inch-
ing them closer to the temperamentally blessed cat-
egory even if they don’t always reach it.

Scientists could someday emulate the biology of 
the temperamentally blessed as well. If functional 
MRI studies show that they have discrete patterns 
of brain activation, and if DNA sequencing reveals 
distinct stretches of genetic code, those traits could 
supply clear blueprints for drug-makers. The land-
mark antidepressant Prozac – first viewed as a po-
tential high blood-pressure treatment – was a par-
tially accidental stride in this direction. It happened 
to leave more serotonin floating in the synapses be-
tween neurons, fuelling the kind of mood benefits 
that are often the birthright of the temperamentally 
blessed. Imagine what a more deliberate search, 
one that targets specific neural pathways from the 
start, might turn up.

But is complete freedom from mental disorder 
the unalloyed triumph it first seems? To be sure, 
severe mental disorders such as schizophrenia 
and psychosis have very little adaptive value at all. 
But certain, more common conditions, especially 
depression and anxiety, sometimes make a bleak 
kind of evolutionary sense: they’re screaming neon 
warnings that there are urgent problems in your life 
that you need to address.

And depressive or anxious thoughts do drive ef-
fective problem-solving in a variety of situations, 
according to the psychologist Paul Andrews, now at 
McMaster University in Ontario. Because depressed 

people’s thinking style is highly analytical (in other 
words, obsessive), they incisively evaluate the pros 
and cons of potential solutions. ‘Depression seems 
less like a disorder where the brain is operating in a 
haphazard way, or malfunctioning,’ write Andrews 
and his colleague, J Anderson Thomson Jr, in a 2009 
article for Scientific American. ‘Instead, depression 
seems more like the vertebrate eye – an intricate, 
highly organised piece of machinery that performs 
a specific function.’

From that standpoint, the 50something divor-
cee who weathers financial ruin with a smile seems 
like the oddball, not her despairing counterpart. 
While people’s genetic vulnerability to mental dis-
order differs, most of us are at higher risk when life 
heads south in one way or another. The tempera-
mentally blessed seem unusually immune to cir-
cumstance; either they do not feel the sting of de-
feat as acutely, or they have found reliable ways to 
blunt it. They look strong to others because they do 
not react intensely to calamity. But it’s worth asking 
whether that very lack of intense reaction might be-
tray a covert psychological weakness – a tendency 
to stand still when dramatic movement is called for.

In fact, the burgeoning field of post-traumatic 
growth research suggests that people reap pro-
found benefits when they risk dramatic movement 
in the face of mental anguish. ‘I think you do see 
that,’ Schaefer says. ‘Tackling a particular problem, 
and then having navigated that successfully – that 
can be a big thing.’ In a study at the University of 
L’Aquila in Italy, earthquake survivors who suffered 
moderate depression in the disaster’s wake reported 
significant post-traumatic flowering. They forged 
stronger relationships with others, professed more 
faith in their personal strength, and attained a clear-
er sense of their life’s mission.

My own experience echoes these findings. Af-
ter emerging from my first episode of depression, I 
understood far better what other depressed people 
were going through. Since then, it’s felt natural to 
commiserate with them and share my own experi-
ence, connecting with them on a deeper level than 
before. I’m convinced that without the discovery 
that my own suffering activated my empathy and 
my desire to help, I never would have written my 
book What Makes a Hero? (2013), on the science of 
selflessness.

However even-keeled, the temperamentally 
blessed don’t score much higher on life-satisfaction 

scales
In a society where mental disturbance is end-

lessly pathologised, it’s easy to conclude that the 
pinnacle of mental health is the absence of illness. 
This idea leads us to lionise those who steer clear 
of the ‘disease’ label. But a broader, more Jungian 
conception of mental health – one that encom-
passes the entire human meaning-making process 
– includes emotional setbacks, even profound ones, 
viewing them as invitations to engage in the ongo-
ing project of destroying and rebuilding the self.

If the temperamentally blessed aren’t experienc-
ing the degree of emotional upset and struggle that’s 
natural in difficult times, does that mean there’s 
something fundamental that they’re missing out on, 
some sort of existential tempering? That’s an open 
question, from a scientific perspective as well as a 
philosophical one. What does seem clear, though, 
is that being temperamentally blessed is not the 
same as being happy in a deeper sense. However 
even-keeled they might be, the temperamentally 
blessed don’t score much higher on life-satisfaction 
scales than those who are not as blessed. ‘There’s 
more to life than not experiencing mental disorder,’ 
Schaefer says. ‘There are some people in the endur-
ing mental-health group who rate their life satisfac-

tion as pretty low.’
We also know that you don’t have to clear the bar 

of being temperamentally blessed in order to reach 
fulfilment. Flourishing – experiencing positive emo-
tions, general enthusiasm about life and a sense of 
purpose (the state that Aristotle called eudaimonia) 
– ‘is completely separate’, Schaefer says, and ‘not 
terribly highly correlated with symptoms of a men-
tal disorder’. In other words, you can suffer mental 
illness, even repeatedly, and still retain a sense that 
life is meaningful; as Walt Whitman put it: ‘the pow-
erful play goes on, and you may contribute a verse’.

Still, there’s no denying the toll that full-blown 
mental illness takes on one’s body, mind and abil-
ity to work toward goals that promote flourishing. I 
know firsthand that not all pathology is productive. 
And while I’m grateful to have broadened my capac-
ity for intimacy and empathy, I don’t want to keep 
flagellating myself with lessons I’ve already learned.

I yearn, now, to enter a state of relative emotional 
maintenance, and that’s where the example that the 
temperamentally blessed set can be a force for good. 
They seem to have a knack for anticipating and 
avoiding the most immobilising inner tempests – 
an approach worth road-testing. After Hayes-Raitt’s 
political aspirations went bust, she decided to travel 
to the Middle East to aid refugees there. ‘I worked 
with people whose losses far outweighed my own to 
help put my own loss in perspective,’ she says. In so 
doing, she retained her sense of agency and made a 
meaningful contribution, reaching much the same 
flourishing endpoint that many people reach in the 
aftermath of depression.

We’re well-equipped to break and mend, 
mentally as well as physically

So while the temperamentally blessed might 
not have the same access to transformation that 
arises through emotional trauma, they can still en-
gage full-tilt in the project of building out the self 
to make it whole. They might just need to be willing 
to adopt a new approach to life without the knife’s-
edge motivation of knowing that the old approach 
is intolerable.

This year, the subjects in the Dunedin study will 
finish turning 45. This means that Moffitt, Schaefer 
and their colleagues are in the midst of collecting 
another round of data – and checking in on the 
temperamentally blessed members of the cohort. 
For the first time, Schaefer plans to carry out func-
tional MRI brain scans of everyone in the ‘enduring 
mental health’ group to detect neural activity that 
might distinguish them from their peers. Schaefer is 
also keen to see whether the number of people who 
qualify for the group holds steady or keeps falling. 
‘My strong suspicion is that the proportion of folks 
will continue to shrink. It’ll be interesting to see if 
anyone’s left by the end.

If we’re tempted to think that there is anything se-
cure or unassailable in being temperamentally bless-
ed, the way that the group’s ranks keep thinning with 
age dispels that notion. Schaefer’s research reveals 
that mental disorders are exceedingly common and 
often transient, a finding he hopes will reduce the 
stigma surrounding mental illness. To me, though, 
what that finding declares most loudly is that we’re 
well-equipped to break and mend, mentally as well 
as physically. The cycle of the hero’s journey, that 
powerful monomyth that transcends time and cul-
ture, features a protagonist who weathers deep ad-
versity, emerges stronger from the struggle, and 
draws on that earned resolve in conquering further 
challenges. Being temperamentally blessed, by con-
trast, is an endowment for which the bearer cannot 
take full credit. If you sail over the same waves that 
fell others, by all means, celebrate your good fortune. 
But it’s no guarantee that the race will be yours.

Temperamentally Blessed
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Indu Malhotra sworn 
in as SC judge 

SC stays trial in Kathua case till May seven

MP court summons Facebook CEO 
Mark Zuckerberg over a complaint 

After cow, donkey 
issued hall ticket 
to write exam in JK

Dawood aide arrested in 20-year-old murder case

AIIMS resident doctors on strike after 
colleague slapped by senior doctor 

Karnataka polls: Congress manifesto 
promises one crore jobs over next five years 

Ayodhya case purely a “property 
dispute”— Hindu bodies to SC

SC to hear review pleas on SC/
ST recall verdict on May three

PTI

Nirvani Ani Akhara’s Mahant Dharam Das along with a lawyer comes 
out of the court after a hearing on Ram Mandir-Babri Masjid case at 
Supreme Court in New Delhi on Friday.

PTI

Resident doctors of All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) raise slogans during an indefinite strike 
after a colleague was assaulted by a senior doctor, in New Delhi on Friday.

PTI

Tarik Parvin, a close aide of underworld don Dawood Ibrahim, 
arrested by Thane Anti Extortion cell in connection with 1998 
Mumbra murder case, in Thane on Friday.

PTI

Congress President Rahul Gandhi addresses a gathering after 
releasing the Congress manifesto for Karnataka Assembly Election 
2018, in Mangaluru on Friday.

Indu Malhotra

Ne w  De l h i , Ap r i l  2 7 
(IANS): Senior lawyer Indu 
Malhotra was sworn in on 
Friday as Supreme Court 
judge becoming the first 
woman to be elevated 
directly to the apex court 
directly from the bar.

She was administered 
the oath of office by Chief 
Justice Dipak Misra and 
will have a tenure of a little 
over three years.

She took the oath 

amids raging controversy 
over the Narendra Modi 
government returning 
the the recommendation 
on Justice K.M. Joseph, 
whose name the Supreme 
Court collegium had rec-
ommended with that of 
Malhotra. On Thursday, 
the court had rejected a 
plea for blocking her ap-
pointment because the 
government had returned 
Joseph’s recommenda-

tion.
With her swearing-in, 

the strength of the top 
court judges rose to 25 
-- six still short of the ac-
tual sanctioned strength 
of 31.

As is customary, Justice 
Malhotra had her first day 
in the top court sitting with 
Chief Justice Misra and 
Justice D.Y.Chandrachud 
in the court number one.

It is for the second time 
that the apex court has 
two women judges -- the 
other being Justice R. Ba-
numathi. Justice Malhotra 
is the seventh woman 
judge of the top court.

Prior to this Justice 
Gyan Sudha Misra and 
Justice Ranjana Prakash 
Desai were together as 
judges of the top court.

Justice M. Fatima Beevi 
was the first woman judge 
of the Supreme Court. She 
was followed by Justice 
Sujata V. Manohar, Justice 
Ruma Pal, Justice Misra, 
Justice Desai and Justice 
Banumathi.

New Delhi, April 27 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court today 
stayed till May 7 the trial in 
the Kathua gangrape and 
murder case, after being 
seized with petitions seek-
ing shifting of the trial to 
Chandigarh and handing 
over the investigation to 
the CBI.

A bench of Chief Jus-
tice Dipak Misra and Jus-
tices D Y Chandrachud 
and Indu Malhotra said it 
will deal with the prayer 
of the victim’s father for 
shifting the trial to Chan-
digarh and the plea of the 
accused seeking handing 
over the probe to CBI.

The bench posted the 
matter for further hearing 
on May 7. The child from 
a minority nomadic com-
munity had disappeared 
from near her home in 
a village near Kathua in 
Jammu region on January 
10. Her body was found in 
the same area a week later.

During the hearing, the 
apex court witnessed heat-
ed exchanges between 
senior advocate Indira 
Jaising, who appeared for 
the victim’s family, and ad-
vocate Harvinder Chaud-
hary, who was represent-
ing the accused.

Jaising said the case be 
transferred to Chandigarh 
due to proximity to Kathua 

Ne w  De l h i , Ap r i l  2 7 
(IANS): The Supreme 
Court will hold further 
hearing on May 3, on Cen-
tre’s plea seeking the recall 
of its judgement holding 
that arrest on a complaint 
under the SC/ST (Preven-
tion of Atrocities) Act is not 
mandatory.

A bench headed by Jus-
tice Adarsh Kumar Goel 
said that it would hear the 
Centre’s plea after Attorney 
General K.K. Venugopal 
told the bench that in 
compliance of the court’s 
April 3 order all parties 
have submitted their writ-
ten submissions.

The Centre had moved 
the top court for the review 
of the judgement that gen-
erated a lot of protests in-
cluding by the lawmakers, 
who felt that the Supreme 
Court verdict had diluted 
the provisions of the SC/
ST (Prevention of Atroci-
ties) Act meant to protect 
the people of Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes.  The judgement 
sought to be reviewed was 
pronounced by a bench 
of Justice Goel and Jus-
tice Uday Umesh Lalit on 

March 20. 
In the last hearing of 

the matter on April 3, the 
top court had refused to 
stay the operation of the 
judgement but made it 
clear that the compensa-
tion can be paid to victims 
of alleged atrocities under 
the Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes (Pre-
vention of Atrocities) Act, 
1989, even without an FIR 
being registered.

Refusing to budge on 
its five directions issued on 
March 20, the court had in 
the last hearing said: “We 
are not against the law or 
its implementation” and 
the directions in no way 
“diluted” the law but were 
aimed to protect the in-
nocent people from being 
punished.

It described its di-
rection for preliminary 
inquiry before an FIR is 
registered on a complaint 
as “filter” to protect the 
innocent, the court said, 
“We don’t want to deprive 
anyone of his rights under 
(the SC/ST (Prevention 
of Atrocities) Act) but we 
don’t want an innocent is 
punished.”

New Delhi, April 27 (PTI): 
Hindu religious bodies 
today told the Supreme 
Court that the Ram Man-
dir-Babri Masjid dispute 
in Ayodhya was purely a 
“property dispute” and 
the issue of political or 
religious senstivities can-
not be a ground to re-
fer the matter to a larger 
bench.

A bench of Chief Jus-
tice Dipak Misra and Jus-
tices Ashok Bhushan and 
S Abdul Nazeer was told 
by senior advocate Harish 
Salve, appearing for origi-

nal plaintiff Gopal Singh 
Visharad who was among 
the first to file a civil suit in 
the case way back in 1950, 
that there was no need to 
refer the matter to a larger 
bench since a three-judge 
bench was already seized 
of it.

Salve said that as per 
the prevalent practices 
and traditions of the 
apex court, the appeals 
against orders passed by 
a full bench of any high 
court have always come 
up for adjudication before 
a three-judge bench of the 

top court, instead of a two-
judge bench.

Senior advocate K 
Parasaran, appearing for 
the deity, Ram Lalla Vi-
rajman, also supported 
Salve’s arguments and 
said the matter should 
be heard by a three-judge 
bench only.

Senior advocate Raju 
Ramachandaran, appear-
ing for the Muslim bodies 
and petitioner M Siddiq, 
said that looking at the 
sensitivities of the matter 
and its sheer importance, 
the case should be referred 
to a larger bench.

The hearing remained 
inconclusive and would 
continue on May 15. 

The special bench of 
the apex court is seized 
of a total of 14 appeals 
filed against the high court 
judgement delivered in 
four civil suits.

A three-judge bench of 
the Allahabad High Court, 
in a 2:1 majority ruling, 
had in 2010 ordered that 
the land be partitioned 
equally among three par-
ties -- the Sunni Waqf 
Board, the Nirmohi Akhara 
and Ram Lalla.

in Jammu and Kashmir 
and the incidents of ob-
struction of police person-
nel by lawyers of the local 
court.

She said that attempts 
were made to intimidate 
the presiding judge of 
the court and the crime 
branch officials were heck-
led by the lawyers, as is 
evident in the affidavit of 
Jammu and Kashmir gov-
ernment.

Chaudhary said his 
clients do not have faith in 
police investigation and 
the probe should go to 
CBI. She alleged that the 
police was hand-in-glove 
with vested interests to 
falsely implicate the ac-
cused while the real cul-
prits were someone else.

Advocate General Ja-

hangir Iqbal Ganai, along 
with standing counsel 
Shoeb Alam, appearing 
for Jammu and Kashmir, 
opposed the prayer for a 
CBI probe and said the SIT 
of the crime branch was 
investigating the case.

Ganai said the trial 
could be shifted from 
Kathua and Jammu to 
some other district in the 
state as there were 221 
witnesses and most of the 
statements recorded so far 
were in Urdu.

Alam said that Jammu 
and Kashmir has its own 
penal law and if the trial 
is shifted to Chandigarh, 
then it may create several 
problems.

Additional Solicitor 
General Maninder Singh, 
appearing for the Centre, 

said the government was 
ready to provide any as-
sistance if required but 
the call has to be taken by 
the Jammu and Kashmir 
government.

The apex court had 
yesterday given a stern 
warning and said it would 
t ra n s f e r  t h e  Ka t h u a 
gangrape and murder case 
from the local court in the 
“slightest possibility” of 
lack of fair trial, saying the 
“real concern” was to hold 
proper prosecution. 

The eight-year-old’s 
father had moved the apex 
court earlier, apprehend-
ing threat to the family, 
a friend and their lawyer 
Deepika Singh Rajawat. 
A separate plea was also 
filed by two accused seek-
ing that the trial in the case 
be held in Jammu and the 
probe handed over to the 
CBI.

The state police’s Crime 
Branch, which probed the 
case, filed the main charge 
sheet against seven per-
sons and a separate charge 
sheet against a juvenile 
in a court in Kathua dis-
trict last week. The charge 
sheet revealed chilling de-
tails about how the girl 
was allegedly kidnapped, 
drugged and raped inside 
a place of worship before 
being killed.

Bhopal, April 27 (PTI): 
A court here has issued 
summons to Facebook 
and its CEO Mark Zuck-
erberg on a petition filed 
by a city-based start-up 
which accused the social 
networking giant of ham-
pering and interfering in 
its business.

C i v i l  Ju d g e  Pa r t h 
Shankar Mishra on April 23 
asked US-based Zucker-
berg to appear in his court 
on June 20. The judge di-
rected that the summons 
be sent by email.

The judge was hearing 
a civil suit filed by Swapnil 
Rai, who runs a web portal, 
thetradebook.org, which 

he claimed is a business 
networking platform.

In the suit, Rai said 
Facebook had stopped 
midway his paid adver-
tisement campaign aimed 
at promoting his portal.

The campaign was 
scheduled to be run 
between April 14 and 
April 21, 2018, but it was 
“abruptly and wrongfully” 
stopped on April 16, the 
petitioner’s counsel Ravi 
Kant Patidar said.

The campaign aimed 
at promotion of the web-
page www.thetradebook.
org containing registered 
trademark “tradefeed”, he 
added.

Patidar said Facebook 
stopped the paid cam-
paign without citing any 
reason and in the process 
“hampered” his client’s 
business which was ben-
efiting from the campaign.

The suit demanded 
that Facebook be re-
strained from infringing 
the trademark and inter-
fering in the business of 
“thetradbook.org”, Patidar 
said.

Besides, it demanded 
that “thetradebook.org” 
page be restored and Fa-
cebook take corrective 
measures to ensure its 
rightful business is not 
hampered, he added.

Mangaluru, April 27 (PTI): 
The Congress manifesto 
for the Karnataka Assem-
bly polls today promised 
to create one crore jobs 
and spend Rs 1.25 lakh 
crore on irrigation over 
the next five years if re-
elected to power.

Releasing the “People’s 
Manifesto” at a function 
here, Congress president 
Rahul Gandhi described it 
as the “voice of the people 
of Karnataka” and not a 
document prepared by 
“three or four people in a 
closed room”.

Taking a dig at the BJP, 
Gandhi said the manifesto 
that the saffron party will 
release will not be for the 
people of Karnataka and 
reflect the views of the 
RSS.

The Congress presi-
dent claimed that the Sid-
daramaiah government 
had fulfilled 95 per cent 
of the promises made in 
the manifesto released 
ahead of the 2013 polls. 
The elections in the state 
are scheduled on May 12. 
The strength of the As-
sembly is 225, including 
one nominated member.

The manifesto said 
the Congress, if voted to 
power, would create an 
“agricultural corridor” in 
the state with its 10 differ-
ent agro-climatic zones 
and other natural advan-
tages, offering immense 
opportunities for high 
growth in agriculture and 

allied sectors.
The corridor would 

focus on improving pro-
duction and productivity, 
reducing production cost 
and wastage, increase 
value addition, price sta-
bilisation, organic farm-
ing, integrated pest man-
agement and high unit 
value realisation in export 
markets, among others, 
it said.

It promised 50 per cent 
increase in”employability 
a n d  c re a t i o n  o f  1 5 -
20 lakh jobs per year 
and”reduction in profes-

sional tax.
The Congress also said 

it would endeavour to 
raise the employment 
level of women to 50 per 
cent in the government 
workforce and supply free 
sanitary napkins to girl 
students of government 
colleges and polytechnics, 
besides abolishing tax on 
sanitary pads.

The women police 
force would be increased 
to 33 per cent with three 
per cent reservation for 
transgenders, it said.

On law and order 

front,  the manifesto 
promised to ensure effec-
tive implementation of 
the Protection of Children 
from Sexual Offences Act 
and community policing 
at all police stations.

The manifesto made 
a commitment to food 
security and to draft a 
blueprint to utilise for 80 
tmcft additional water in 
the Cauvery basin.

It  a s s u re d  t o  e x -
pand the IT sector and 
build high-tech IT tal-
ent, besides increasing 
the number of start-ups. 
It also”promised to give 
subsidy to start-ups.

On education, the 
manifesto also spoke of 
setting up good quality 
schools and government-
aided coaching institute 
for competitive exams, 
besides promoting Kan-
nada language across the 
state. Gandhi said the 
manifesto had been made 
by going to every single 
district, block, communi-
ty and region of the state.

K a r n a t a k a  C h i e f 
Minister Siddaramaiah, 
KPCC president G Para-
meshwara,  Congress 
leader in the Lok Sab-
ha Mallikarjun Kharge, 
AICC general secretary 
in-charge of the state K 
C Venugopal and former 
Union minister Veerappa 
Moily, who headed the 
committee to prepare the 
manifesto, were present 
on the occasion.

Srinagar, April 27 (PTI); 
Two years after a cow was 
issued an admit card to 
write an examination in 
Jammu and Kashmir, a 
hall ticket has apparently 
been issued to a donkey to 
appear for a recruitment 
test for naib tehsildars.

A prankster seems to 
have got an “admit card” 
issued by Jammu and 
Kashmir Services Selec-
tion Board in the name 
of ‘Kachur Khar’ (brown 
donkey) to write the paper 
scheduled for Sunday.

A photograph of the 
“admit card” is being 
widely circulated on Twit-
ter and Facebook. The ad-
mit card has the animal’s 
photograph on it.

Calls made to Board of-
ficials for comment on the 
lapse were not answered.

Social media users 
were having a field day 
over the apparent lapse by 
the authorities.

“It is ridiculous to get a 
system generated card in 
the name of donkey and 
then make it a news. It only 
shows how much extra 
time we have for wastage. 
Grow up,” the user wrote.

A Facebook user also 
lashed out at the Board.

“This application form 
could have been deleted 
or cancelled easily by SSB 
officials from the system 
because the issue was al-
ready highlighted in 2015,” 
the Facebook user wrote.

In 2015, the Board of 
Professional Entrance Ex-
aminations had issued 
an admit card to a cow to 
write an examination.

Thane (Maharashtra), 
April 27 (IANS): The Thane 
Police have arrested Tariq 
Abdulkarim Parveen, an 
aide of fugitive mafia don 
Dawood Ibrahim Kaskar, 
in connection with a 
20-year-old murder case, 
an official said here on 
Friday. A secret operation 
carried out by the Anti-
Extortion Cell of Thane Po-
lice succeeded in nabbing 
Parveen from his hideout 
in Mumbai.

“From our informers, 
we got a tip-off that the 
accused was hiding in the 
Ashoka Shopping Centre, 
near GT Hospital in south 
Mumbai. Out team lay in 
wait and arrested him,” 
said Pradeep Sharma, who 
led the operation.

He said during interro-
gation, Parveen confessed 
to committing the murder 

New Delhi, April 27 (PTI): 
Resident doctors at the All 
India Institute of Medical 
Sciences (AIIMS) have de-
clared an indefinite strike 
after one of their colleagues 
was assaulted by a senior 
doctor.

In a statement late last 
night, the AIIMS said the 
incident in question took 
place on Wednesday, fol-
lowing which the senior 
doctor apologised to his 
junior.

The doctors have de-
manded immediate sus-

pension of the senior 
doctor, who also heads a 
department at the premier 
institute. The Resident 
Doctors’ Association (RDA) 
has also urged that the doc-
tor in question should not 
be allowed to take in thesis 
candidates and conduct 
any kind of verbal or writ-
ten examination.

As a mark of protest, 
the doctors yesterday 
worked wearing helmets. 
They also sought a written 
apology from the senior 
doctor concerned.

In a letter to AIIMS Di-
rector Randeep Guleria, 
the RDA alleged that the 
senior doctor slapped a 
senior resident in front of 
attendees, nursing staff 
and colleagues, and that 
the resident doctor was 
under depression and had 
gone home.

The RDA said an at-
mosphere of fear existed in 
the department headed by 
the senior doctor, and that 
nobody protested as the 
chief threatened to fail the 
junior doctors.

The resident doctors 
also raised the reported 
misbehaviour of the senior 
doctor towards the female 
residents.

“Dear Director sir, 
we talk about violence 
against doctors by relatives 
of patients, but this act 
has caused great anguish 
among residents and shat-
tered the sacred student-
teacher relationship,” read 
the letter.

“On 25th April, an inci-
dent was reported where-
in a faculty member had 
slapped a resident doctor 
in the AIIMS hospital. The 
faculty member apologised 
to the resident immedi-
ately,” the statement said, 
adding the resident doctor 
had accepted the apology.

The AIIMS director 
had also instituted a five 
member committee to be 
chaired by the Dean-Re-
search to enquire into the 
incident.

However, the strike was 
called by the Resident Doc-
tors Association yesterday 
evening, following which 
the medical services at the 
premier institute were af-
fected.

In the wake of the strike, 
the hospital has instituted 
contingency measures to 
take care of the admitted 
patients, including those in 
the ICUs and wards.

of Mohammed Ibrahim 
Bangdiwala, a cable op-
erator in Mumbra town in 
Thane district.

A gang of around seven 
persons led by Shaukat 
Khilji, shot dead Bangdi

Besides the Mumbra 
murder case, the police are 
investigating his links to 
the March 1993 Mumbai 
serial blasts in which Da-
wood is one of the prime 
absconding accused.
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Mike Pompeo

North, South Korea commit to 
denuclearisation in historic summit 

Guterres appoints special envoy 
for Myanmar in refugee crisis

S.Korean 
protesters slam 
Moon-Kim summit

Israel asked to avoid lethal force as Gaza protest resumesMiftah Ismail takes 
oath as Pakistan’s 
Finance Minister

Syrians risk forfeiting 
homes under new law

‘Once-in-a-generation’ opportunity for US to 
find more common ground with India — Mattis 

CIA chief Mike Pompeo sworn 
in as new US Secretary of State 

Russian, Iranian FMs to discuss Iran n-deal

Goyang (South Korea), 
April 27 (PTI/AFP): The 
leaders of North and 
South Korea agreed today 
to pursue a permanent 
peace and the complete 
denuclearisation of the 
divided peninsula, as they 
embraced after a historic 
summit laden with sym-
bolism.

In a day of bonhomie 
including a highly sym-
bolic handshake over the 
Military Demarcation Line 
that divides the two coun-
tries, the pair issued a dec-
laration on “the common 
goal of realising, through 
complete denuclearisa-
tion, a nuclear-free Korean 
peninsula”.

Upon signing the doc-
ument, the two leaders 
shared a warm embrace, 
the culmination of a sum-
mit filled with smiles and 
displays of friendship 
in front of the world’s 
media.

They also agreed that 
they would this year seek 
a permanent end to the 
Korean War, 65 years after 
the hostilities ended in an 
armistice rather than a 
peace treaty.

Moon would vis i t 
Pyongyang in “the fall”, 
the two leaders said, also 
agreeing to hold “regular 
meetings and direct tel-
ephone conversations”.

The so-called Panmun-
jom Declaration capped 
an extraordinary day un-
thinkable only months 
ago, as the nuclear-armed 
North carried out a series 
of missile launches and its 
sixth atomic blast.

Kim said he was “filled 
with emotion” after step-
ping over the concrete 
blocks into the South, 

AP/PTI

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, left, prepares to shake hands with South Korean President Moon Jae-in at the border village of Panmunjom 
in Demilitarized Zone Friday, April 27, 2018. 

AP/PTI

Palestinian protesters run to cover from teargas fired by the Israeli troops after they burn tires near the 
fence during a protest at the Gaza Strip’s border with Israel, east of Khan Younis, Gaza Strip, east of Khan 
Younis, Gaza Strip, Friday, April 27, 2018. 

making him the first North Ko-
rean leader to set foot there since the 
shooting stopped in the Korean War.

At Kim’s impromptu invitation 
the two men briefly crossed hand-
in-hand into the North before walk-
ing to the Peace House building 
on the southern side of the truce 
village of Panmunjom for the sum-
mit -- only the third of its kind since 
hostilities ceased in 1953.

After the summit, he pledged 
that the two Koreas will ensure they 
did not “repeat the unfortunate his-
tory in which past inter-Korea agree-
ments... fizzled out after beginning”.

The two previous Korean sum-
mits in 2000 and 2007, both of them 
in Pyongyang, also ended with 
displays of affection and similar 
pledges, but the agreements ulti-
mately came to naught.

With the North’s atomic arsenal 
high on the agenda, South Korean 
President Moon Jae-in responded 

that the North’s announced morao-
rium on nuclear testing and long-
range missile launches was “very 
significant.”

 It was the highest-level encoun-
ter yet in a whirlwind of nuclear 
diplomacy, and intended to pave the 
way for a much-anticipated encoun-
ter between Kim and US President 
Donald Trump.

Last year Pyongyang carried out 
its sixth nuclear blast, by far its most 
powerful to date, and launched 
missiles capable of reaching the US 
mainland. The White House said it 
hoped the summit would “achieve 
progress toward a future of peace 
and prosperity for the entire Korean 
Peninsula”.

Trump has demanded the North 
give up its weapons, and Washington 
is pressing for it to do so in a com-
plete, verifiable and irreversible way.

Pyongyang is demanding as yet 
unspecified security guarantees to 

discuss its arsenal.
When Kim visited the North’s key 

backer Beijing last month in only his 
first foreign trip as leader, China’s 
state media cited him as saying that 
the issue could be resolved, as long 
as Seoul and Washington take “pro-
gressive and synchronous measures 
for the realisation of peace”.

In the past, North Korean sup-
port for denuclearisation of the “Ko-
rean peninsula” has been code for 
the removal of US troops from the 
South and the end of its nuclear um-
brella over its security ally -- pros-
pects unthinkable in Washington.

Moon said he hoped they would 
have further meetings on both sides 
of the border, and Kim offered to visit 
Seoul “any time” he was invited.

After a morning session last-
ing an hour and 40 minutes, Kim 
crossed back to the North for lunch, 
a dozen security guards jogging 
alongside his limousine.

United Nations, April 27 
(IANS): UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres 
has appointed Christine 
Schraner Burgener, a Swiss 
diplomat with conflict 
resolution experience in 
Southeast Asia, as his spe-
cial envoy for Myanmar.

Since Indian diplomat 
Vijay Nambiar left the po-
sition of Secretary-Gen-
eral’s special adviser on 
Myanmar at the end of 
2016 when Ban ki-Moon 
completed his term as UN 
head, the world body has 
not had a top-level point-
sperson on Myanmar even 
as India’s neighbour spi-
ralled into a deepening 
ethnic conflict spawning a 
refugee crisis.

Burgener’s appoint-
ment was announced 
Thursday by Stephane Du-
jarric, the spokesperson 
for Guterres, on the eve of 
the Security Council’s visit 
to Myanmar and Bangla-
desh to study the Rohingya 
crisis. Guterres has been 
under pressure to appoint 
a special envoy and the 
General Assembly even 
passed a resolution in De-
cember urging him make 
the appointment.

Burgener “led efforts 
to mediate between the 
two sides in the violence 
that erupted in Thailand 
in 2010” while she was the 
Swiss ambassador in Bang-
kok, Stephane Dujarric, the 
spokesperson for Guterres 
said Thursday.

More than 80 people 
were killed in 2010 in Thai-
land during two months of 
confrontation between the 
military and the opposition 
demanding elections.

Burgener has a family 
connection to Myanmar: 
Her husband Christoph 
Burgener was Switzerland’s 
ambassador to Myanmar 

while she was the envoy in 
Bangkok.

A career diplomat, she 
is currently the Switzer-
land’s envoy to Germany 
and Dujarric said she will 
join the UN full-time.

The UN has had a con-
tentious relationship with 
Myanmar, which has been 
criticised by the Security 
Council and the General 
Assembly as well officials 
for its treatment of the Ro-
hingya minority.

Over 700,000 Rohingya 
Muslims have fled Myan-
mar’s Rakhine state since 
August when attacks on se-
curity posts by the Arakan 
Rohingya Salvation Army 
was met with wholesale 
retribution by the Myan-
mar military and civilian 
vigilantes.

Guterres has likened 
the conditions that led to 
the exodus of the Rohing-
yas to ethnic cleansing.

In January, Myanmar 
blocked UN Special Rap-
porteur Yanghee Lee from 
visiting the country to 
study the state of human 
rights. Asked about getting 
the military dominated 
government there to agree 
to Burgener’s appoint-
ment, Dujarric said, “The 
authorities in Myanmar 
were consulted, as others 
in the region were.”

The UN withdrew its 
resident coordinator in 
Myanmar, Renata Lok-
Dessallien of Canada, in 
October amid allegations 
she did not give priority to 
human rights issues.

Knut Ostby of Norway 
was appointed to succeed 
her. Nambiar, who was 
a member of the Indian 
Foreign Service, served 
as Ban’s chef de cabinet 
before his appointment 
as the special adviser on 
Myanmar.

A group of people in 
South Korea on Friday 
staged a protest against 
the historic summit at 
which leaders of North 
and South Korea met to 
discuss the possible denu-
clearisation of the Korean 
Peninsula.

About 25 people gath-
ered at Imjingak Park in 
Paju, which is 9 km from 
the meeting place of 
Panmunjom, and waved 
banners criticising North 
Korea’s nuclear weapons 
programme and the sum-
mit, Efe news reported.

While waving South 
Korean and the US flags, 
the protesters also held up 
signs that read “Stop North 
Korea genocide”, “It’s time 
to bomb North Korea” and 
“We must raze China and 
North Korea and Iran! We 
are blood alliance!” among 
others. One man carried 
a model of a missile rid-
den by figures depicting 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong-un and South Korean 
President Moon Jae-in.

The group also chant-
ed slogans denouncing 
the summit and banged 
on drums.

Friday’s summit was 
the first time since the 
Korean War that a North 
Korean leader set foot in 
South Korea.

The meeting occurs 
amid an atmosphere of 
rapprochement between 
Pyongyang and Seoul, 
who technically remain 
at war.

Gaza City (Gaza Strip), 
April 27 (PTI/AP): Pales-
tinians converged on the 
Gaza border with Israel for 
a fifth round of weekly pro-
tests today, some throwing 
stones and burning tires, 
as a top UN official urged 
Israel to refrain from us-
ing excessive force against 
them.

Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, 
the UN high commission-
er for human rights, said 
Israeli troops have not 
heeded warnings by the 
United Nations and oth-
ers, repeatedly using lethal 
force against unarmed 
protesters over the past 
month.

Since the Gaza march-
es began, 35 Palestinians 
have been killed and more 
than 1,500 wounded by 
Israeli soldiers firing from 
across the border fence, 
according to Gaza health 
officials. Among those 
killed were four minors, in-
cluding a 14-year-old boy.

The marches, aimed 
in part at trying to break a 
decade-old border block-
ade, have been organised 
by Gaza’s militant Hamas 
rulers but have also been 
driven by widespread de-
spair in the coastal terri-
tory of 2 million people.

Since late March, thou-
sands have demonstrated 
every Friday in five protest 
tent camps, each set up 
several hundred meters 
(yards) from the border 
fence. Smaller groups have 

Is l a m a b a d , Ap r i l  2 7 
(IANS): Miftah Ismail, 
Pakistan Prime Minister 
Shahid Khaqan Abbasi’s 
adviser on finance and 
a member of the ruling 
Pakistan Muslim League 
(Nawaz), took oath as the 
country’s Minister for Fi-
nance, Revenue and Eco-
nomic Affairs on Friday.

President Mamnoon 
Hussain administered the 
oath to Ismail during a cer-
emony attended by Cabi-
net members, party work-
ers and senior officials, 
Dawn online reported. 

Following his ascen-
sion to the key job, Ismail 
relinquished his advisory 
role to Abbasi. His ap-
pointment came hours 
before he was scheduled 
to announce the 2018-19 
budget of the federal gov-
ernment.

Ismail’s selection as 
the Finance Minister is a 
rarity since he is not an 
elected member of the 
Parliament. He succeeds 
Ishaq Dar, who has been in 
London for medical treat-
ment since October. 

Ismail holds a Ph.D 
from The Wharton School 
of the University of Penn-
sylvania. He was Abbasi’s 
special assistant on eco-
nomic affairs before being 
promoted to the advisory 
role.

Washington, April  27 
(PTI): India is probably the 
one nation where the US 
has a “once-in-a-genera-
tion” opportunity to find 
more common ground but 
both the countries have to 
get an understanding of 
each other’s interests, De-
fence Secretary Jim Mattis 
has said.

US President Donald 
Trump recently ordered 
government agencies to 
expedite and expand arms 
sales abroad, including ex-
ports of advanced drones 
to reinforce allied armies, a 
move expected to be help-
ful to countries like India.

“Probably most impor-
tantly, as we look overall at 
this region, I’d look at India, 
the largest democracy on 
the planet and one where 
we probably have a once-
in-a-generation opportu-

nity to find more common 
ground,” Mattis told mem-
bers of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee during 
a Congressional hearing.

Mattis, during a Con-
gressional hearing, told 
members of the Senate 
Armed Services Commit-
tee that: “Probably most 
importantly, as we look 
overall at this region, I’d 
look at India, the largest 
democracy on the planet 
and one where we prob-
ably have a once-in-a-
generation opportunity 
to find more common 
ground”.

“I think it’s there. We 
just have to find it. We don’t 
have to search hard for it 
in the sense of creating it. 
We just have to get an un-
derstanding of each other’s 
interests. I think there’s a lot 
of common ground there,” 

Mattis said.
He was responding to 

a question from Senator 
Mazie Hirono from Hawaii 
on the Indo-Pacific region.

In 2016, the US recog-
nised India as a ‘Major De-
fence Partner’, a significant 
development which paved 
the way for the country 
to be treated at par with 
America’s closest allies for 
defence-related trade and 
technology transfer.

In September last year, 
India’s Defence Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman and 
Mattis held comprehensive 
talks on deepening bilat-
eral military ties, includ-
ing supply of advanced 
defence technologies to 
India. They also agreed to 
explore additional and spe-
cialised exercises between 
the militaries of the two 
countries.

D a m a s c u s , A p r i l  2 7 
(IANS):  More than 10 
million Syrians who have 
fled the countrys raging 
war have been told to 
lay claim to their homes 
by early May or risk for-
feiting them to the state, 
the media reported on 
Friday.

A property law an-
nounced this month has 
raised widespread fears 
that Syrian citizens who 
have opposed President 
Bashar al-Assad face per-
manent exile and that 
other people considered 
loyalists may be given 
access to their communi-
ties, reports the Guard-
ian.

With the majority of 
internally displaced and 
overseas refugees unable 
or unwilling to return 
to prove ownership of 

properties, analysts and 
exiles say the law, known 
as Article 10, and the tight 
timeframe surrounding it 
could serve as an instru-
ment of demographic 
change and social engi-
neering.

It has drawn parallels 
with laws enacted in Leb-
anon after the civil war 
to seize land in central 
Beirut, and the absentee 
property law in Israel in 
1950 that legalised sei-
zures from Palestinians 
driven from their lands. 

“For millions of inter-
nally displaced and refu-
gees, such proof (of own-
ership) will most likely 
be mission impossible,” 
the Guardian quoted 
Maha Yahya, director of 
the Carnegie Middle East 
Centre in Beirut, as say-
ing. 

Washington, April 27 
(PTI): Mike Pompeo was 
today sworn in as the 
Secretary of State, short-
ly after the Senate con-
firmed the former CIA 
Director’s nomination as 
America’s top diplomat at 
a crucial time when the 
US is involved in several 
high stakes negotiations 
around the world.

Supreme Court Justice 
Samuel Alito administered 
the oath to Pompeo in the 
West Conference Room of 
the Supreme Court, State 

Department Spokeswom-
an Heather Nauert said in 
a statement.

Immediately after the 
swearing in ceremony, 
the US State Department 
announced that Pompeo, 
America’s 70th Secretary 
of State, will be travelling 
to Brussels, Riyadh, Jeru-
salem, and Amman from 
April 26 to April 30.

Earlier in the day, Pom-
peo, 54, was confirmed by 
the Senate by 57-42 votes. 
He replaced Rex Tillerson, 
who was fired by President 

moved toward the fence, 
throwing stones, burning 
tires or hurling firebombs.

Israeli soldiers, includ-
ing snipers taking cover 
behind sand berms, have 
fired tear gas, rubber-coat-
ed steel pellets and live 
rounds.

This afternoon, hun-
dreds of protesters gath-
ered at a tent camp east of 
Gaza City. Some burned 
tires and threw stones near 
the fence. Israeli troops 
fired intensive volleys of 
tear gas, some canisters 
landing 300 metres in-
side Gaza. A few gunshots 
were heard. A similar 
scene played out in an-
other camp in southeast-
ern Gaza.

Gaza’s Health Ministry 

said 25 people were hurt, 
but did not give a break-
down by types of injury.

Israel’s military has 
said troops are under 
orders to target “instiga-
tors,” but has also warned 
that anyone approaching 
or trying to damage the 
fence risks his life. Israel 
has accused Hamas of us-
ing the protests as cover 
for attacks on the border, 
including planting explo-
sives near the fence. Israel 
says it has the right to de-
fend its border, including 
nearby communities.

Rights groups have 
said such open-fire rules 
are unlawful because they 
allow soldiers to use po-
tentially lethal force in 
situations where their lives 

are not in danger.
The UN human rights 

commissioner said to-
day that “it is difficult to 
see” how throwing stones, 
burning tires or even hurl-
ing firebombs from a dis-
tance at heavily protected 
security forces in defen-
sive positions could be 
seen as life-threatening.

Israel and Egypt im-
posed the Gaza blockade 
in 2007, in response to 
a violent takeover of the 
territory by Hamas, which 
had won Palestinian par-
liament elections a year 
earlier.  The blockade has 
gutted Gaza’s economy, 
driving up unemployment 
and leaving two-thirds 
of young people without 
jobs.

Donald Trump last month.
Pompeo’s nomination 

met with stiff resistance 
from Democrats, includ-
ing the ranking member 
of the Senate Foreign Re-
lations Committee, Sen. 
Bob Menendez of New Jer-
sey, who voiced “lingering 
concerns” about Pompeo 
in remarks ahead of the 
vote and hit back against 
Republicans who have 
characterised Democratic 
opposition as a partisan 
political tactic.

Trump, while con-
gratulating Pompeo, said, 
“Having a patriot of Mike’s 
immense talent, energy, 
and intellect leading the 
Department of State will 
be an incredible asset for 
our country at this critical 
time in history.” 

“The Secretary looks 
forward to meeting key 
Allies and partners on his 
first official trip as Sec-
retary of State,” Nauert 
said.

Pompeo will be on a 
two-day travel to Brus-
sels from April 26 to April 
27, where he will meet 
with NATO Secretary Gen-
eral Jens Stoltenberg and 
participate in the NATO 
Foreign Ministerial, dur-
ing which Allies will dis-
cuss preparations for July’s 
NATO Summit of Heads 
of State and Government 
meeting, she said.

Moscow, April 27 (IANS): Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergei Lavrov will discuss on 
Saturday with his Iranian counterpart 
Mohammad Javad Zarif the situation 
around the Iran nuclear deal after the US 
and France threatened to scrap it, Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson Maria Zakharova 
said on Thursday.

She said at a news briefing that the two 
top diplomats will meet on the sidelines of 
an extraordinary trilateral meeting of Rus-
sian, Iranian and Turkish foreign ministers 
on Syria scheduled for April 28 in Moscow, 
Xinhua reported.

“There will be an exchange of views on 
current international and regional issues, 
including the aggravation of the situation 
around the implementation of the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) 
on the Iranian nuclear programme,” Za-
kharova said.

She said Russia is “seriously con-
cerned” with the recent statements by 
U.S. President Donald Trump and French 
President Emmanuel Macron on the Iran 
nuclear deal, or the JCPOA.

Zakharova said that the deal is a bal-
anced mechanism that takes into account 
the interests of all its participants.

“The destruction of this fragile balance 
of interests will lead to serious conse-
quences for international security and the 
non-proliferation regime,” she said

She said Russia will continue to fulfil 
its obligations under the JCPOA as long as 
other participants remain committed to it.

On July 14, 2015, Iran and six inter-
national mediators (Russia, the United 
States, Britain, China, France, Germany) 
signed the JCPOA in Vienna to solve the 
long-standing problem of Iran’s nuclear 
programme.

Speaking in a joint press conference 
with Trump on Tuesday in Washington, 
Macron said that the current Iran nuclear 
deal was not “sufficient” and a new pact 
should be worked out.

Trump said Macron’s suggestion was 
“a pretty good idea,” yet remained unsure 
“whether or not it will be possible to do a 
new deal with solid foundations.”

“Because this (the current Iran nuclear 
deal) (is) a deal with decayed foundations. 
It’s a bad deal. It’s a bad structure. It’s fall-
ing down. Should have never, ever been 
made,” he said.

Trump is expected to decide whether 
to leave the JCPOA on May 12. 
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Priyanka Chopra injured knee while filming ‘Quantico’
Actress Priyanka Chopra hurt her knee while filming the third season of “Quantico”.
Priyanka on Friday treated her fans with some facts about the American drama show 
and even chatted with a few users.  “I actually hurt my knee filming this! I had to 
have a physiologist on set with me and my knee wrapped for the next three weeks. 
Alex is back, ‘Quantico’,” Priyanka tweeted.  The actress, 35, said that while shoot-
ing in Italy, she and her crew consumed a lot of Tuscan wine.  A Twitter user asked if 
she learned to speak Italian, Priyanka replied: “Learning to speak for the show and 
enjoyed it immensely.” “Quantico” was created by Joshua Safran, who also served as 
the showrunner. Priyanka stars as Alex Parrish, an FBI recruit who joins the agency 
after graduating from the FBI Academy and becomes a prime suspect of a terrorist 
attack on Grand Central Terminal. (IANS)

China hails moves to 
appoint Aamir Khan 
as brand Ambassador

Tripura CM questions Diana Hayden’s crowning
I’m proud of my exotic brown colour — Hayden

Dio Disciples to record album of all new material

First red carpet social 
award held in Sikkim

Killswitch Engage’s 
Jesse Leach to undergo 
vocal cord surgery

Madhuri Dixit 
excited to embark 
on ‘Kalank’ journey

A
head of 
tomorrow’s 
informal sum-
mit between 
Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi and Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping, 
China today hailed reports 
that India plans to appoint 
Bollywood star Amir Khan 
as brand ambassador to 
boost trade between the 
two countries.

“I saw relevant reports. 
We all know that Amir 
Khan is a famous In-
dian actor. Many Chinese 
people, including myself, 
have watched his star-
ring movie ‘Wrestling!’,” 
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson 
Hua Chunying told a media briefing in 
Beijing today.

Some reports said that the Commerce 
Ministry is planning to appoint the Bol-
lywood star as brand ambassador to pro-
mote trade ties between the two countries.

Khan has become famous with his 
‘Dangal’ movie in China which was 
watched by President Xi. His other movie 
‘Secret Super Star’ has also become very fa-
mous in China raking up record box office 
earnings.

“The story of the father’s struggle to 
make his daughters top wrestlers is very 
inspiring,” Hua said.

On tomorrow’s Modi-Xi informal 

summit being held here, she 
said the two leaders will have 
in-depth exchange of views 
on the overall, long-term, and 
strategic issues of the future 
development of China-India 
relations.

“We are willing to work 
together with India to take 
this important meeting as an 
opportunity to push for faster 
and better development,” she 
said.

She said at present, 
China-India relations have 
maintained sound momen-
tum of development under 
the guidance of the leaders of 
China and India, and in par-
ticular, people-to-people and 

cultural exchanges are in the ascendant.
There are 14 pairs of sister cities be-

tween China and India. 
Last year, more than a million peo-

ple travelled, more than 20,000 Indian 
students study in China, and there are 42 
flights a week between China and India, 
Hua said.

Practicing Yoga and enjoying Bolly-
wood movies have become the new trends 
for the young Chinese. These exchanges 
undoubtedly narrowed the distance be-
tween the people of China and India and 
enhanced the understanding, friendship 
and mutual trust between the two peoples, 
she said. 

PTI

A
fter his “Internet in the Mahabharata era” 
remark, Tripura Chief Minister Biplab Kumar 
Deb today claimed that the international 
beauty pageants were a farce and questioned 
the rationale behind crowning Diana Hayden 

“Miss World” 21 years ago. 
The BJP leader, however, was all praise for Aishwarya 

Rai, who won the Miss World crown in 1994, saying she 
“represents the Indian women” in the true sense.

“Indian women did not use cosmetics in the old 
times. Indians did not use shampoo, they washed their 
hair with methi water and bathed with mud. These 
beauty pageant organisers are international marketing 
mafia, who spotted a huge market in the country. Today, 
there is a beauty parlour in every corner of the country,” 
he said.

Deb’s comments came days after Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi cautioned the BJP leaders to steer clear 
of controversies and not offer “masala” to the media by 
making irresponsible statements.

The Tripura chief minister also claimed that the 
international beauty contests were a farce as the results 
were all predetermined.

“Whoever contested the international beauty pag-
eants won. For five consecutive years, we won the Miss 
World/Miss Universe awards. Diana Hayden won it too. 
Do you think she should have won the title?” Deb said.

Addressing a day-long design workshop on hand-
looms and handicrafts at the Prajna Bhavan here, Deb 
spoke in a mixture of Bengali and Hindi: “Bitorko ho 
jayega...Aap kya bolte ho Biplab Deb?” (There will be a 
controversy. What are you saying Biplab Deb?) 

“They make the girls walk with fabric on the ramps. 
Those who give the certificates are all international tex-
tile market mafia. They plan beforehand who will get the 
award and this is 100 per cent true,” the BJP leader said.

He said he failed to understand the “process of 
judgement” of the crowning of the Miss World contest in 
1997, in which Diana Hayden had got the award.

“We see women as goddess Laxmi, Saraswati. Aish-
warya Rai represents the Indian women. She became 
the Miss World and that’s all right. But I do not under-
stand the beauty of Diana Hayden,” Deb, who became 
the chief minister last month, said.  “Why are there no 
more beauty pageant winners from India? They (the 
jury) have captured the market in the country and have 
gone elsewhere,” he claimed.  Earlier this month, Deb 
had claimed that Internet and satellite communication 
existed in the days of Mahabharata.

PTI

A 
day after Tripura Chief 
Minister Biplab Kumar Deb 
questioned the “beauty” of 
Diana Hayden, the former 
Miss World has slammed the 

thought that ‘light skin is better’, and 
said she is proud of her exotic brown 
skin colour.

Deb reportedly said in 
Agartala on Thursday that 
international beauty contests 
were a farce as the results were 
all predetermined. He also 
said he failed to understand 
the “process of judgement” of 
the crowning of the Miss World 
contest in 1997, in which 
Diana was crowned.

“We see women as goddess 
Laxmi, Saraswati. Aishwarya 
Rai represents the Indian 
women. She became the Miss 
World and that’s all right. But I 
do not understand the beauty 
of Diana Hayden,” Deb said.

Diana is hurt.
“That’s some strong disap-

proval of me winning the Miss World 
title,” Diana said in a statement.

“With regards to me winning the 
Miss World, it’s a pity and shame, that 
when you win the biggest and most 
respected beauty pageant in the world, 
you get criticised and put down as 
opposed to being appreciated and 
respected for bringing more accolades 
back home and further appreciation of 
our Indian brown exotic beauty.

“It’s also hurtful,” she added.
Pointing out at the bigger issue, 

Diana said: “Being brown skinned, 
I’ve had to fight the ‘light skin is better’ 
issue we have in India. I felt so strongly 
about it that I turned down a fairness 
cream ad because it went against my 
belief. We are Indians and predomi-
nantly our skin colour is brown and we 

should be really proud of it and learn 
to appreciate it like it’s appreciated 
around the world.

“It’s obviously that our skin col-
our difference is on his mind as he is 
comparing me to Ash (Aishwarya) and 
not Priyanka (Priyanka Chopra) or 
Manushi (Manushi Chhillar) who cur-

rently holds the Miss World title, and 
very deservedly so. 

“Shame on him as our beautiful, 
exotic brown colouring is to be proud 
of. I sure am!”

Celebrities from the film industry 
took a dig at Deb’s comment.

“Is Lara Dutta (Miss Universe 2000) 
an Indian beauty? (Just trying to con-
fuse him),” tweeted film editor-director 
Shirish Kunder.

Filmmaker Ashoke Pandit tweeted: 
“I condemn the irresponsible state-
ments issued by Biplab Deb, the CM of 
Tripura on Diana Hayden. He should 
realise that it takes lots of hard work 
to be Miss World. He has not insulted 
Diana Hayden, but the entire women 
fraternity.”

IANS

W
endy Dio, the 
wife and man-
ager of the late 
Ronnie James 
Dio, said that the 

officially sanctioned band Dio 
Disciples are planning to record 
their debut album soon.

Tim “Ripper” Owens, Oni Lo-
gan, Craig Goldy, Brjorn Englen, 
Scott Warren and Simon Wright 
are expected to start studio ses-
sions in the near future.

“We’re just about to sign a 

record deal with BMG for them 
to start making a new record,” 
Wendy Dio told 96.7 KCAL-FM 
in a new interview. “All new 
material. They’re written about 
five songs already.” No release 
date has been set yet, but he said 
she’s “going for a meeting with 
them next week, so I will know 
in a few weeks ... to go over the 
marketing plan and when they 
think that they should have the 
record out.” Dio was there to 
talk about the annual Ride for 

Ronnie, which takes place to 
mark Ronnie James Dio’s death 
in May 2010, while raising funds 
and awareness of cancer precau-
tions, particularly among men. 
“Early detection does save lives,” 
Wendy said. “If we’d have caught 
it early, maybe he would have 
been with us today.”

She also confirmed that the 
Dio hologram would tour the 
U.S. in 2019, noting that “new 
tracks” would be included in the 
performance. Last month, she 

said that the European tour had 
been “very, very well received,” 
but added that she’d been un-
happy with some of the details 
of the projected image. “His eyes 
and his eyebrows are not quite 
right to me,” she explained. “So 
we’re back on the drawing board 
right now. And we’re hoping it 
will go out again probably the 
beginning of next year, and we 
will hit Canada and America. But 
it has to be right first.”

Ultimateclassicrock

T
he first Sikkim red carpet social 
award 2018 was held at Gangtok 
in Sikkim on April 22. 

An update issued on April 27 
stated that the founder Rebecca 

Changkija Sema started the red carpet social 
award journey along with my co-founder 
Amen Jamir Shiraz Henry where the first 
event was held in Nagaland on January 4 
this year.

The social event is said to promote the 
unsung heroes of Northeast, so far 2 states 
(Nagaland and Sikkim ) is said to have been 
covered . While the next event is said to be 
held in Assam. The organisers aims to cover 
eight north-eastern region. 

We rise  by lifting others said Red Carpet 
social award founder and Bollywood pro-
ducer Rebecca Changkija Sema . 

‘The generation has changed and we 
don’t need only government job to bring the 
change in our society. We all have blessed 
with unique talents. Let’s bring out the best 
from one another,’ the updated added. 

Bollywwod actresses like Mahima 
Chaudhary and Zeenat Amanji and Nepali 
actor Bhuwan KC and many more special 
guest from Bollywood is said to have graced 
the award function. 

EMN

A
ctress Madhuri Dixit-
Nene is excited to 
start working on Ka-
ran Johar-produced 

“Kalank”. She will start shoot-
ing for the film on Friday. 

“I am excited to start the 
shoot for ‘Kalank’ today. It’s 
my second association with 
Karan Johar after ‘Bucket List’ 
and it’s been a lovely journey 
so far. Can’t wait to begin 
this one,” Madhuri said in a 
statement to IANS.  “Kalank” 
will see an ensemble cast 
including Sanjay Dutt, Varun 
Dhawan, Alia Bhatt, Sonakshi 
Sinha and Aditya Roy Kapur 
sharing screen space. Ab-
hishek Varman will direct the 
“epic drama”, which will hit 
the screens on April 19, 2019.

The film is being pro-
duced by Karan Johar, Sajid 
Nadiadwala, Hiroo Yash Johar 
and Apoorva Mehta. It has 
been co-produced by Fox Star 
Studios. Madhuri is also busy 
with her maiden Marathi film 
“Bucket List”, shooting for In-
dra Kumar’s “Total Dhamaal” 
opposite Anil Kapoor and 
looking into her first produc-
tion “15th August”.

IANS

K
illswitch En-
gage frontman 
Jesse Leach 
has revealed 
he’ll undergo 

vocal cord surgery next 
week.

As a result, the band 
have been forced to 
cancel seven of their up-
coming live dates in the 
US and Mexico – starting 
with tonight’s planned 
show at the Starland Ball-
room in Sayreville.

Leach says on Insta-
gram: “Monday afternoon 
my vocal surgery will take 
place. It’s been a rough 
couple of weeks for me 
mentally. After being 
completely silent for over 
a week, having massive 
amounts of prednisone 
and spending time in 
doctors offices, it’s official 
I have to go under the 
knife. 

 “I’ve over used my 
voice to the point where 
I’ve developed a polyp 
that will not just go away, 
it needs to be removed.

 “I’m very grateful to 
Dr. Scott Kessler and Dr. 
Woo Peak for all of their 
wisdom and care. I’m also 
grateful to my managers 
for being incredible sup-
port when I was losing my 
damn mind over this. 

 “Thankful for my 
brothers in Killswitch for 
understanding and hav-
ing my back. I’m looking 
forward to spending time 
with Melissa Cross after 
my recovery and learning 
to rebuild my technique 
and ensure this doesn’t 
happen ever again.”

Leach thanks fans for 
their support and adds: 
“I’ve been assured this 
type of surgery happens 
quite a lot in the world of 
entertainment and the 
recovery time is much 
quicker than it was years 
ago. 

 “My apologies to 
all the fans who bought 
tickets – we will make it 
up to you! Thank you for 
understanding and all the 
love and support you’ve 
given me and the music 
I’m blessed to be able to 
make. 

 “I’m making the most 
of my last few days of 
talking by spending time 
with people I love. It’s 
going to be a quiet and 
contemplative few weeks 
for sure but it’s all part of 
my journey.”

Leach’s Killswitch 
bandmates later con-
firmed that their upcom-
ing shows were off, saying 
they would announce 
new dates in the cities 
affected soon.

They add: “In the 
meantime, our friends in 
Hatebreed, Candiria and 
The Word Alive still plan 
on continuing forward 
with these shows. Show 
them your support.”

Fans looking for a re-
fund are asked to contact 
their point of purchase, 
but the tickets will be 
valid for the rescheduled 
dates. 

Killswitch Engage’s 
next planned show will be 
a Tallinn’s Saku Arena in 
Estonia on May 26.

Loudersound

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150
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11 am 2pm 5 pm: Avengers: Infinity 
War (Eng) 3D
8 pm: Avengers : infinity war (Eng) 2D
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Profligate Arsenal punished 
by 10-man Atletico Madrid

Dominant Giannis helps Bucks 
level series against Celtics

IPL: Rashid, Shakib star as Hyderabad pip Punjab by 13 runsChelsea sold Salah in 2016, 
not me, says Mourinho

Coach Emery announces 
departure from PSG

Asia Championships: 
Saina, Prannoy 
in semis; Sindhu, 
Srikanth bow out

Barcelona on brink of 25th La Liga triumph

Griezmann beats the gunners defence to clip past the goalkeeper.

File photo of Barcelona team.

File image of Mohamed Salah and Jose Mourinho.

Milwaukee Bucks forward Giannis Antetokounmpo (34) works for a shot 
against Boston Celtics guard Marcus Smart (36) during the second quarter 
in game six of the first round of the 2018 NBA Playoffs at BMO Harris 
Bradley Center.

London, April 27 (PTI/
AFP): Outgoing Arsenal 
manager Arsene Wenger la-
mented a familiar defensive 
lapse as his side failed to 
cash in on a man advantage 
for over 80 minutes in a 1-1 
draw with Atletico Madrid 
in the first leg of their Eu-
ropa League semi-final.

Antoine Griezmann’s 
away goal eight minutes 
from time is a body blow to 
Wenger’s hopes of bowing 
out after 22 years on a high 
in the final on May 16, and 
Arsenal’s chances of playing 
Champions League football 
next season.

Sime Vrsaljko’s early red 
card handed the Gunners 
the initiative, however, they 
were made to rue a host of 
missed chances before and 
after Alexandre Lacazette 
headed them in front on the 
hour mark.

“I feel we produced the 
performance we wanted 
to produce, but the result 
is not in line with the per-
formance,” said Wenger.

“We can only look at 
ourselves for tonight’s re-
sult because 1-0 is a perfect 
result at home. It was up to 
us not to make a mistake...
it is a story we have seen 
before.” 

Atletico coach Diego 
Simeone was also sent to 
the stands shortly after Vr-
saljko’s dismissal, but the 
Spaniards resisted manfully 
and Simeone hailed their 
resistence.

“You don’t have any 
idea how hard it is to defend 
and defend and defend,” 
said Simeone. “You have to 
have huge balls to defend 
for more than 80 minutes 
like that.

“These players of Atleti-

co Madrid are heroes to 
resist like that.” 

Arsenal now need to 
become the first away team 
to score in 12 matches at 
Atletico’s Wanda Metro-
politano stadium next week 
to progress, and Simeone 
urged the home support to 
create an explosive atmos-
phere.

“Next week the stadium 
has to explode with positive 
energy,” added the Argen-
tine.

“ We can play  wel l 
or badly but you don’t 
see this  commitment 
everywhere...I have goose-
bumps thinking about next 
week already.” 

There was a highly-
charged atmosphere for 
Wenger’s penultimate 
home game in charge and 
the hosts were given plenty 
of encouragement early on, 

even when still up against 
Atletico’s full complement.

Lacazette volleyed off 
the outside of the post and 
forced Jan Oblak into the 
first of a series of fine saves 
with a header from close 
range.

- Simeone sent-off - 
Vrsaljko had been booked 
w i t h i n  t w o  m i n u t e s 
for bringing down Jack 
Wilshere.

And the Croatian left his 
side a man light after just 10 
minutes when French refe-
ree Clement Turpin showed 
no leniency for another late 
challenge on Lacazette.

Moments later, Sime-
one was also dismissed 
by the officious referee for 
taking his protests too far 
when an Arsenal player 
wasn’t booked for what he 
thought was a similar foul.

Atletico’s excellent de-
fensive record is what has 
carried them to five Euro-
pean semi-finals in seven 
seasons under Simeone.

The visitors battened 
down the hatches with 10 
men, but were reliant on 
Oblak, who Wenger de-
scribed as “one of the best 
goalkeepers in the world”, 
to keep them in the tie.

“Of course you come 
out tonight with a bitter 
taste because we had the 
chances to be in the final 
tonight,” added Wenger.

“The regret is we were 
not clinical enough.” Atleti-
co retreated ever deeper 
towards their own goal af-
ter the break and were fi-
nally punished on the hour 
mark when Wilshere’s deep 
cross found Lacazette rising 
above Lucas Hernandez to 
head in his seventh goal in 

seven games.
Arsenal  could and 

should have added to their 
lead, but instead some 
comical defending cost 
them dearly when Atletico 
grabbed a vital away goal.

Griezmann outmuscled 
French international team-
mate Laurent Koscielny 
and then benefited from a 
slip by Shkodran Mustafi 
after his initial effort had 
been saved by David Os-
pina to prod his 27th goal 
of the season into the roof 
of the net.

There was still time for 
Oblak to show why Griez-
mann isn’t the only Atletico 
player wanted by Europe’s 
elite with a spectacular one-
handed save to turn Aaron 
Ramsey’s header behind 
and keep Los Rojiblancos 
on course for a third Euro-
pean final in five seasons.

Milwaukee, April 27 (AFP): 
Giannis Antetokounmpo 
scored 31 points to lead 
Milwaukee to a 97-86 vic-
tory over the Boston Celt-
ics on Thursday that kept 
the Bucks alive in the NBA 
playoffs.

With the victory, Mil-
waukee Bucks forced a 
winner-take-all Game 7 
against Boston Celtics on 
Saturday in the Eastern 
Conference first-round 
series.

“We said as a team be-
fore the game that we’re go-
ing to play hard, that we’re 
going to win this game no 
matter what. Our season’s 
not going to end,” said An-
tetokounmpo.

“That’s what we did 
tonight — we moved the 
ball really well. We were 
disciplined.”

Antetokounmpo, the 
Greek for ward whose 
blend of size and skill have 
made him a rising star in 
the NBA, bounced back 
from a series-low 16 points 
scored in the Bucks’ Game 
5 loss with a dominant per-
formance.

He added 14 rebounds, 
four assists and two steals, 
scoring 10 of Milwaukee’s 
last 19 points as they pulled 
away in the waning min-
utes.

“At the end, it was about 
will,” Antetokounmpo said. 
“I was out there, I was try-
ing to make plays, I was 
trying to be aggressive.”

Khris Middleton and 
Malcolm Brogdon added 
16 points apiece for the 
Bucks, who lost an elimi-
nation game six on their 
home floor last year.

“We’re a better team 
now,” Antetokounmpo 
said. “We have a big op-
portunity ahead of us.”

But to reach the sec-
ond round they’ll have to 
do what neither team has 
done in the series — win 
on the road.

The winner of the se-
ries will face Philadelphia 
in the second round. The 
76ers beat the Miami Heat 
4-1 in their first-round se-
ries.

The Celtics looked de-
termined to bring the se-
ries to an end as they built 
a nine-point lead in the 
first quarter. But the Bucks 
took the lead in the sec-
ond quarter, using a 14-2 
scoring run to take a 48-39 
halftime lead.

They expanded the 
lead to as many as 14 
points in the third before 
Boston surged back, knot-
ting the score on Jayson 
Tatum’s layup that capped 
a 20-6 run.

The Bucks responded 
and were nine points up 
again going into the fourth. 

Boston closed within two 
with 7:20 remaining.

Boston’s offence was 
doing everything right 
during the opening four 
and a half minutes of the 
final frame. At one point, 
the Celtics scored on four 
consecutive possessions 
— the final of which al-
lowed them to pull within 
two points to make it 80-78 
with 7:20 remaining.

After that point, how-
ever, the ball movement 
ceased for the C’s, and they 
shot just 1-of-9 from the 
field during the next six 
minutes of play.

“I thought any time we 
got stagnant, we weren’t 
very good,” Celtics coach 
Brad Stevens said.

“Clearly their speed 
and length and athleticism 
affected us,” added Ste-
vens, whose Celtics were 
out-rebounded 48-39. 
“They were quicker to the 
ball all night than us.”

Hyderabad, April 27 (IANS): Spin 
twins Rashid Khan and Shakib Al 
Hasan shared five wickets between 
them to help Sunrisers Hyderabad 
defend a meagre 132 against Kings 
XI Punjab by 13 runs in a nail-biting 
Indian Premier League (IPL) clash 
as the Orange Army vaulted to the 
No.2 spot in the points table.

Demoted to No.3, Kings XI Pun-
jab squandered a watchful 55-run 
opening start from Chris Gayle and 
Lokesh Rahul before falling apart, 
as Rashid (3/19) and Shakib (2/18) 
triggered a batting collapse to see 
the team home amid thunderous 
applause from the vociferous crowd 
at the Rajiv Gandhi International 
Stadium here on Thursday.

While Gayle (23 off 22 balls; 

4x1, 6x2) started with a thunderous 
six over off-spinner Mohammad 
Nabi’s head before going into a 
shell, Rahul (32 off 26; 4x4, 6x1) sent 
the Afghan tweaker to the cleaners 
on three consecutive occasions to 
outscore his West Indian opening 
partner.

Rahul’s innings was laced with 
a range of stylish cover drives and 
straight drives even as Gayle found 
back his groove by welcoming 
medium pacer Basil Thampi for a 
thunderous six, and helping his side 
past the 50-run mark.

With Punjab sailing smoothly 
towards the target, Kane William-
son brought in his strike bowler 
Rashid Khan, who responded in 
style by hammering Rahul’s off-

stump with a googly.
Thampi (2/14) then joined the 

party by getting the better of Gayle, 
who miscued a short ball to non-
existent square-leg only to find the 
bowler completing a clean catch.

At 57/2, Punjab needed to start 
afresh with Mayank Agarwal (12) 
and Karun Nair (13) joining forces, 
but left-arm spinner Shakib Al 
Hasan nipped the partnership in 
the bud with the wicket of Agarwal.

Nair departed soon after fail-
ing to read Rashid’s googly which 
trapped him plumb in front even 
as Manoj Tiwary (1) was welcomed 
with a couple of fiery lbw appeals 
from the Afghan.

Punjab’s nightmare contin-
ued in the next over when Shakib 

packed back Aaron Finch (8) after 
being clobbered for a massive six 
on the previous ball.

Medium pacer Sandeep Shar-
ma added salt to Punjab’s woes 
by packing Tiwary soon after as 
the visitors’ chase derailed after 
losing six wickets in a span of just 
37 runs.

Skipper Ravichandran Ashwin 
(4), Andrew Tye (4) and Barinder 
Sran (2) could hardly offer any 
resistance as the home bowlers 
continued their stronghold.

With the target gradually getting 
out of Punjab’s hands, tailenders 
Mujeeb Ur Rahman (10 not out) 
and Ankit Rajpoot (8) got a few hits 
before Thampi uprooted Rajpoot’s 
middle stick to take his team home.

London, April 27(Reuters): Former Chelsea 
manager Jose Mourinho is not surprised 
by Liverpool forward Mohamed Salah’s 
exploits in the current campaign and said 
the decision to sell the Egyptian to Roma in 
2016 was made by the London club.

Salah joined Chelsea under Mourinho 
in 2014 but failed to establish himself at 
Stamford Bridge and was loaned out to 
Fiorentina and Roma before a permanent 
move to the Stadio Olimpico outfit in 2016.

The 25-year-old returned to the Premier 
League with Liverpool this season and has 
excelled, scoring 31 goals in 33 matches to 
win the Professional Footballers’ Associa-
tion’s Player of the Year award.

“People say that I was the one that 
sold Salah and it is the opposite,” Mour-
inho, who currently manages Manchester 
United, told ESPN.

“I was the one that bought Salah. I was 
the one that told Chelsea to buy Salah... 
But he came as a young kid, physically he 
was not ready, mentally he was not ready, 
socially and culturally he was lost and eve-

rything was tough for him.
“Chelsea decided to sell him, OK? ... 

So the decision to send him on loan was 
a decision we made collectively, but after 
that, the decision to sell him and to use that 
money to buy another player wasn’t mine.”

Salah has scored 43 goals across all 
competitions this season and is in conten-
tion to win the European Golden Boot.

“I think everything has surprised even 
him. It has been fantastic,” Mourinho 
added.

“But he is a great player that has reached 
the peak of maturity, he has already lived 
several other experiences and now has 
fitted perfectly into the style of play of the 
team, of the coach and of the club as well.”

Liverpool are currently third in the 
league and in prime position to reach the 
Champions League final, after a 5-2 win 
in the first leg of their semi-final against 
Roma.

The side return to league action when 
they host Stoke City on Saturday while 
Mourinho’s United host Arsenal a day later.

Paris, April 27 (IANS): Paris 
Saint-Germain head coach 
Unai Emery said on Friday 
he would not be extending 
his contract, which expires 
in June, with the French 
football champions.

The Spanish coach an-
nounced to press that he 
had told the other players 
of his departure following 
a meeting with the club’s 
sporting director Antero 
Henrique, reported Efe.

“We have decided that 
we will not continue to-

gether next season,” Emery 
said in a press conference.

Emery, 46, has coached 
PSG since 2016 and, during 
his tenure, the team has 
dominated at the national 
French level, though the Pa-
risians recently lost to Real 
Madrid at home and away 
in UEFA Champions League 
play this season.

“I thank president Nass-
er Al Khelaifi, the director of 
sport Antero Henrique, the 
supporters and all the play-
ers for these two seasons,” 

he added.
During the press confer-

ence, the coach discussed 
the situation of Brazil star 
Neymar, who joined PSG 
earlier this season from Bar-
celona for a record fee of 
222 million euros ($267.83 
million).

Emery acknowledged 
that changes from an old 
team to a new team always 
involve some difficulties, 
but he advised Neymar 
to keep playing with the 
French superpower.

Wuhan, April 27 (IANS): 
Gold Coast Common-
wealth Games gold med-
allist Saina Nehwal and 
H.S Prannoy entered the 
semi-finals while Kidambi 
Srikanth and Rio Olympics 
silver medallist P.V Sindhu 
crashed out of the Bad-
minton Asia Champion-
ships here on Friday.

Saina outplayed Lee 
Jang Mi of South Korea 
21-15, 21-13 in the wom-
en’s singles match which 
lasted around 40 minutes 
while Prannoy edged past 
second seed Son Wan Ho 
South Korea 18-21, 23-21, 
21-12 in the men’s singles 
marathon match of one 
hour 12 minutes. 

The disappointments 
of the day were Sindhu 
and Srikanth. Third seed 
Sindhu lost to seventh seed 
Sung Ji Hyun of South Ko-
rea in straight sets 21-19, 
21-10. Top seed Srikanth 
was outplayed by fifth seed 
and veteran player Lee 
Chong Wei of Malaysia 
21-12, 21-15 in just 31 min-
utes.

Meanwhile, Chinese 
shuttler Chen Long cel-
ebrated a hard-fought vic-
tory, bouncing back from 
one game down to elimi-
nate eighth-seeded Ng Ka 
Long Angus 22-24, 21-15, 
21-17 to reach semi-finals, 
reported Xinhua news 
agency.

Madrid, April 27 (PTI/AFP): 
Barcelona need only a point 
against Deportivo La Co-
runa on Sunday to confirm 
a domestic double and win 
La Liga for the third time in 
four years.

Andres Iniesta will be 
at the centre of any cel-
ebrations, with the Span-
iard expected to announce 
his Barca departure in the 
coming days.

The Spaniard made an 
emotional exit from the vic-
torious Copa del Rey final 
last weekend, bleary-eyed 
as he was substituted in the 
second half, and it will be 
a nostalgic occasion again 
when he hoists his final 
trophy with the club.

“The love and respect 
that people have for me is 
something I feel deep in-
side,” Iniesta said. 

“My aim now is to try to 
add the league to the Cup.” 

It would be Iniesta’s 
ninth league title won with 
Barca, 13 years after his 
first, and his last might yet 
prove his finest, given Barca 
also stand five unbeaten 
games from becoming La 
Liga’s only ever invincible 
team.

Real Madrid could yet 
intervene when the ‘clasico’ 
comes to the Camp Nou 
next weekend but Depor-
tivo would appear unlikely 
spoilers, sitting 18th, nine 
points adrift of Levante 
with four games left to play.

Some have suggested 
Clarence Seedorf ’s side 

would even prefer to have 
their fate settled against 
Barcelona than at the home 
of their fiercest rivals Celta 
Vigo, whom they visit six 
days later.

“We are going to play to 
death to win it,” Deportivo 
striker Adrian Lopez said.

“We know that we face 
a Barca that are practically 
champions and I hope they 
come a little calmer than 
usual. I hope they have their 
heads on the World Cup.” 

That may prove wishful 
thinking given Barca arrive 
on the back of arguably 
their best performance of 
the season against Sevilla 
and are still trying to make 
a statement following their 
Champions League loss to 
Roma.

Liverpool’s emphatic 
5-2 win over the Italians on 

Tuesday has only under-
lined the carelessness of 
that defeat, while Real beat-
ing Bayern Munich to edge 
closer to a third consecutive 
European triumph makes 
their absence all the more 
galling.

Adding a 25th league 
crown to the Copa del Rey 
would go some way to sof-
tening the disappointment.

“We have been pursu-
ing the league since the 
beginning of the season,” 
Barcelona coach Ernesto 
Valverde said.

“It’s something that is 
very hard to achieve, it’s 
the title that gives you most 
satisfaction.” With the title, 
relegation and Champions 
League spots all-but settled, 
La Liga’s climax is likely to 
be found in the race for the 
Europa League where at 

least six teams are fighting 
it out for three places.

Real Betis look secure, 
five points clear in fifth, 
but only six points separate 
Villarreal in sixth and Celta 
Vigo in 10th. In between sit 
Sevilla, Getafe and Girona.

Sevilla will be hoping 
to bounce back from their 
hammering by Barca with 
a win at struggling Levante 
on Friday while their ri-
vals are guaranteed to drop 
points, with Villarreal host-
ing Celta on Saturday and 
Getafe at home to Girona 
on Sunday.

“We have to work hard-
er,” Sevilla coach Vincenzo 
Montella said. “We have to 
be even more focused now 
to finish the league well and 
fight to qualify for Europe.” 

Betis entertain bottom-
club Malaga on Monday.
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Members of the team 'Galilee' and 'Mt. Tabor' after the final match 
of the volleyball  segment at D khel's ground on Friday in Kohima.

Winners of the championship along with the organisers and 
others at Kohima on Friday.

Barcelona, April 27 (IANS): FC Bar-
celona captain and veteran mid-
fielder Andres Iniesta announced 
on Friday that the ongoing 2017-18 
football season will be his last at the 
Catalan club.

Iniesta joined Barcelona as a 
12 year-old and has won 8 La Liga 
titles (it will be nine by the end of 
the season), 4 Champions Leagues, 
6 Copas del Rey, 3 European and 
7 Spanish Supercups and 4 World 
Club Championships with the 
club which enjoyed a trophy-laden 
spell.

"This is my last season here. 
This was a decision which took a lot 
of thought. For me, Barça is the best 
club in the world -- this club has 
given me everything," the 33-year-
old declared at a press conference.

"My only aim was to be a suc-
cess at this club and I have done 
that. This club deserves the best 
version of me and in the near future 
I will not be able to give that -- it is 
best for me to leave this club feel-
ing important, still winning titles," 
he added.

The midfielder is expected to 
move to the Chinese Super League. 
"I have said I will never play against 
Barça, so I won't play in Europe," 
Iniesta, who along with retired 
captain Xavi Hernandez and Sergio 
Busqets, formed one of the best 
midfield in European football said.

"I will always carry Barcelona in 
my heart. I want to thank everyone 
who has been with me in the bad 
times and the good."

Andres Iniesta's decision to 
part ways with FC Barcelona 
leaves a massive hole at the 

legendary club and in the hearts of 
football lovers everywhere.

Widely considered one of the 
greatest players of his generation 
and among the most gifted mid-
fielders of all time, Iniesta, 33, said 
Friday he would close his Barcelona 
career at the end of the season.

But he will also be remembered 
as the humble Galactico, almost the 
anti-star, who spurned the bling 
and trappings of the modern foot-
ball hero for the life of a quiet family 
man away from the media glare.

Even so the modest, diminutive 
national treasure who scored the 
winning goal for Spain in the 2010 
World Cup final and led Barcelona 
to the treble in 2009 and 2015, steps 
away from Camp Nou as the most 
decorated Spanish player of all time 
with more than 30 trophies for club 
and country.

"You have to say he is the most 
important player of this winning 
era that started in 2004," said Bar-
celona president Josep Maria Bar-
tomeu.

"He arrived here at the age of 
12 and has had his entire career 
here. He has been a shining ex-
ample both for the sport and him-
self personally, right until the last 
game last weekend (in the Copa 
Del Rey). All parents would want 

to have a son like Iniesta."

- Creative genius -
And all teams would like to have the 
creative genius and the character of 
the 1.70m (5ft 7in) wizard known 
for his dribbling and penetrative 
dashes that cut through the best 
defences the world over the past 
14 years.

For Lionel Messi, Iniesta's steely 
inner strength when the going got 
tough was as important as the out-
ward brilliance.

"On the pitch I like him to be 
near me, particularly when a game 
takes a turn for the worse, when 
things get difficult. That's when I 
say to him: 'Come closer'," the Ar-
gentinian star was quoted as saying 
in Iniesta's book, 'The Artist'.

Few Barcelona players have 
won a standing ovation from fans of 
bitter rivals Real Madrid but Iniesta 
earned the rare tribute when he led 
Barca to a stunning 4-0 win in the 
Classico at the Bernabeu stadium 
in 2015.

- Bronze Statue -
Born in the village of Fuenteal-
billa, between Madrid and Valencia, 
where a bronze statue commemo-
rates him, Iniesta was scouted by 
Barcelona as a 12-year-old.

He has been a rock through 
a career with four Champions 
League and seven Spanish league 

titles after making his debut at 18, 
scoring 57 goals in 669 club ap-
pearances.

"He's so good that it is impos-
sible not to play him," said Iniesta's 
former Barcelona boss Pep Guar-
diola.

"Nobody has a better reading of 
space and time.

"But, above that, he has the 
ability to unbalance opposition 
teams. He is the player that always 
kills you in attacks and he is always 
there in the biggest games."

Yet, just as key to Iniesta's status 
as a national treasure in Spain as 
his World Cup winner, is a humility 
often at odds with modern football 
and the ostentatious lifestyle of its 
highly paid stars.

"Hero? No way," he told El Pais 
on how his life changed after the 
goal against the Netherlands in Jo-
hannesburg that clinched the 2010 
World Cup for Spain.

"Heroes are those who fight 
against illnesses, or who have to 
emigrate to feed their children.

"I am a privileged man who 
plays football and who, sometimes, 
has the luck to make people happy 
by scoring a goal or giving a pass to 
help win a game.

"That is the good thing about 
this national team, that we have 
given joyful days to those anony-
mous heroes who don't often get 
the chance to smile."(AFP)

Kohima, April 27 (EMN): 
The first edition of the ‘Ni-
zheto Awomi Memorial 
Table Tennis Champion-
ship’ which commenced 
on April 25 in the TT Indoor 
Stadium in Kohima con-
cluded on Friday evening.

In the men’s singles, Di-
janglung Kamson emerged 
the champion while Athi-
sii Andrew took the run-
ner-up prize. In the men’s 
doubles, Dijanglung and 
Meihomlung defeated Zi-
chungthung and Hekito 
Sema in the final match 
to take home the doubles' 
trophy.  

In women’s single, Avi-
toli Yepthomi  beat Viphre-
tuonuo Meze to take the 
title. In the youth singles 
category,  Kevilevor Metha 
was the champion and 
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Iniesta confirms 
2017-18 season his 
last at Barcelona

Table Tennis C'ship concludes in Kohima

Arcane Warriors wins VBC’s T20 trophy

Angami Catholic youth 
sports begins in Kohima 

United Hill Young Club are champions 
of men’s open volleyball trophy

Inauguration of Dr. T Ao 
Football Academy postponed

Iniesta, humble Galactico, breaks hearts with Barca farewell

Ihubuing Haikube the 
runner-up. In the youth 
doubles ,Ihubuing and 
Metevito beat Abinar and 
Kuzuvehu to win the final 
match.

All the winners were 
awarded with certificate, 
running trophy, and a cash 
prize. 

Akhala N Awomi, wife 
of late Nizheto Awomi, 
gave away the awards to 
the winners during the 
closing ceremony. 

The three-day tourna-
ment is organised by Qua-
sar Club in collaboration 
with the Kohima District 
Table Tennis Association.

Dimapur, April 27 (EMN): 
The 5th T20 Cricket Tour-
nament organised by the 
department of youth min-
istry of Yivito Baptist Church 
concluded at Viyito village 
in Dimapur district on Wed. 
April 25. 

Arcane Warriors of 
Diphupar trounced Colony 
Thunder of Niuland in the 

final match and walked 
away with a cash prize of 
INR 25,000 along with cer-
tificates and a trophy; the 
runners-up Colony Thun-
der received INR 15,000 
along with certificates.

Nagaho and Subash of 
Arcane Worriers were ad-
judged the man of the series 
and the highest wicket taker 

correspondingly. Ten teams 
participated in the event. 

Kivili Nitovi Zhimomi, a 
class-I contractor, attended 
the opening function of 
the event as its chief guest. 
Kiholi Yeptho, a women 
executive member of the 
WSBAK attended the final 
match and gave away prizes 
to the winners.

Kohima, April 27 (EMN): Galilee are champions of 
the football trophy at the 3rd Angami Catholic Youth 
Association's Meet 2018. 

The team emerged champions after defeating 
Bethany Team by 4-2 in the final match of the event. 

The event, which was organised by the An-
gami Catholic Youth Association (ACYA) at D Khel's 
ground,  was conducted with the theme "I have 
fought a good fight. I have run the race," on Friday, 
April 27.

On the way to the finals, Galilee defeated Jerusa-
lem while runners-up Bethany beat Mt. Tabor in their 
respective semi-final match.

Meanwhile, in men's basketball final match, 
Bethany defeated Mt. Tabor 27-20 to take the first 
place. Bethany entered the final match after defeat-
ing Jerusalem while runners-up Mt. Tabor entered 
the match after edging out Galilee in their semi-final 
matches. 

In women's volleyball, Galilee beat Mt. Tabor 
through a direct three-sets to win the final match. 
Galilee entered the final match after defeating Beth-
any while runners-up Mt. Tabor entered the match 
after beating Jerusalem in their respective semi-final 
match.

The second-day of the ACYA Sports Meet will be 
at the IG Stadium on Saturday. The four teams will 
compete in various disciplines such as badminton, 
table tennis, arm wrestling, chess etc.

Dimapur, April 27 (EMN): United Hill Young 
Club of Auching village at Longleng district 
defeated defending champions Young Spik-
ers of Tuensang to emerge champions of the 
second edition of A Sopen Konyak Memorial 
Men’s open volleyball championship orga-
nized by Deu-Yong Club of Tobu village in 
Mon district on Fri. April 27. 

Twenty teams participated in the cham-
pionship which was held from April 24 to 
the 27th, a press note from the organisers in-
formed on Friday. The champions received 
a cash prize of INR 40,000 along with the 
champions' trophy. Runners-up Young Spik-
ers of Tuensang received INR 20,000 along 

with a trophy. Individual prizes: L Tange  of 
Carewell Club ‘A’ of Yimchong village was ad-
judged the best libro; Imsenba Ao of Young 
Spikers the best setter, and Sanen of United 
Hill Young Club ‘B’ Auching the best spiker.

W Moba Konyak, the block develop-
ment officer of Tobu, the special invitee 
for the closing ceremony addressed the 
event. He reminded the participants about 
the importance of games and sports. He 
said it was through sports that friendship 
among different tribes and communities 
are forged. “Prize might be of small amount 
but achievement is the greatest prize,” said 
Konyak during the event.

Dimapur, April 27 (EMN): The ground-breaking 
ceremony for the Dr. T. Ao regional football academy 
which was supposed to be held on April 30 at Seithek-
iema at Dimapur has been postponed.

According to a press note on Friday, the inaugura-
tion has been postponed till further notice. The rea-
son which was cited was the election code of conduct 
for the upcoming by-poll elections to the Lok Sabha 
seat on May 28.


