
Vehicles stranded outside a fuel station in Mokokchung town on 
April 26.
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Search and rescue team evacuating an injured man from a collapsed building.
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Indo-Naga talks: No change in 
state boundary, flag last hurdle 

Bypoll for LS seat on May 28; 
model code of conduct enforced

Fuel outlets shutdown 
businesses in four districts 

ENSF warns teachers against ‘seeking political shelter’

Same old lessons for Nagaland’s disaster response agency 
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 29° 16°

Agartala 33° 23°

Gangtok 23° 11°

Guwahati 31° 18°

Imphal 30° 14°

Itanagar 29° 18°

Shillong 20° 12°

Delhi 42° 26°

Kolkata 36° 25°

Chennai 37° 28°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 23° 13°
DIMAPUR 31° 18°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 3mm 75%
DIMAPUR Nil 95%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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One way to get the 
most out of life is to 
look upon it as an 

adventure.

~ William Feather
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Real Madrid snatch 2-1 
comeback win at Bayern |  P12

Macron disses Trump; says he 
will scrap Iran deal  |  P9

Rhythm of Love: In conversation 
with Syphilectomy  |  P10

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, April 26 (EMN): 
Only one ‘hurdle’ – that of 
an agreement over the Naga 
demand for a separate flag 
– is standing between the 
government of India and 
the Naga armed groups 
finalising the Indo-Naga 
political negotiations, ac-
cording to a report in the 
Indian Express, a national 
newspaper, on Thursday.  

Recently the chief min-
ister of Nagaland, Neiphiu 
Rio had gone on record say-
ing ‘only symbolic issues’ 
were left to be discussed in 
the Indo-Naga talks. The 
Indian Express report ap-
pears to give credence to the 
statement.

“The Central govern-
ment and Naga armed 
groups are said to have fi-
nalised the substantive por-
tions of the peace accord 
which is likely to be signed 
before the monsoon ses-
sion of Parliament. The final 
draft of the accord, which 
hopes to finally bring India’s 
oldest insurgency to a close, 
is now looking to jump the 
final hurdle: an agreement 
over the Naga demand for 
a separate flag for the state. 
The government is also ap-
prehensive about a violent 
reaction in the Manipur 
Valley to the signing of the 
accord,” the report read.

Citing official sources, it 
stated that the ‘accord’ does 
not change the boundary 
of states; but provides au-
tonomous Naga territorial 
councils for Arunachal and 
Manipur; a common cul-
tural body for Nagas across 
states; specific institutions 
for state’s development, 
integration and rehabili-

tation of non-state Naga 
militia and the removal of 
the Armed Forces Special 
Powers Act.

It also quoted RN Ravi, 
the centre’s interlocutor, as 
saying: “Yes, we are pretty 
close to finalising the (Naga 
Peace) accord.” The report 
quoted another source as 
saying it was only a mat-
ter of crossing the Ts and 
dotting the Is. “It could be 
taken to the Cabinet before 
being signed in Delhi ‘in a 
couple of months if there is 
no slip between the cup and 
the lip.”

Talks between Ravi and 
Naga representatives: the 
Naga National Political 
Groups (NNPGs) — com-
prising the representatives 
of six Naga groups — and 
the NSCN-IM are currently 
taking place in Delhi. 

“Although the Centre 
is dealing with seven Naga 
armed groups, sources 
said it will sign ‘only one 
single accord with all of 
them’. Sources said the 
contentious issue of Naga 
autonomy has been set-
tled amicably with India’s 
federal structure empha-
sising ‘shared sovereignty’ 
between the states and the 
Centre.

“One issue still being 
negotiated is a ‘symbolic 
one’, sources said, wherein 
Naga groups are demanding 
a separate flag for the state. 
The Centre has, however, 
made it clear to the Naga 
groups that it will not be 
able to concede that de-
mand in the peace accord. 
Given the long and conten-
tious history of the Naga 
insurgency, this could turn 
out to be a tricky issue,” it 

Acha, solution is coming...does 
that mean we don't have to pay 

illegal tax anymore?

~ Arien

reported.
According to the report, 

the ‘accord’ does not in-
volve any change in the 
boundaries of the states, 
thereby allaying fears in 
Manipur about the deal. It, 
however, provides for an 
autonomous Naga territo-
rial council in the state, the 
report stated.

“Besides Manipur, there 
will be an autonomous Naga 
territorial council in Naga-
majority areas of Arunachal 
Pradesh but not for Assam. 
The accord also provides for 
a common cultural body for 
Nagas across states which 
will be statutory in nature. 
This body, which is envis-
aged as a socio-political 
platform, with ‘no political 
role’, will have representa-
tives from all Naga tribes.

“The accord also con-
tains certain structural 
changes in the Nagaland 
legislature — a bicameral 
legislature and increase in 

the number of parliamen-
tary and assembly seats 
from the state. It will also 
lead to formation of some 
specific institutions for de-
velopment of the state as 
a commitment from the 
Centre.

“ T h e  Na g a  a r m e d 
groups will stand disbanded 
after the accord and the 
non-state armed militia 
who are eligible will be ab-
sorbed in central or state 
forces. Those who are not 
eligible will be rehabilitated 
by the government. The 
accord also promises the 
removal of AFSPA from Na-
galand as a logical conse-
quence of these actions,” it 
read further.

Again, citing sources the 
newspaper reported that 
with the general elections 
scheduled for 2019, the ‘ac-
cord’ has to be signed before 
the monsoon session of 
Parliament so that it can be 
implemented in time. “The 

accord will need some Con-
stitutional amendments 
which will have to be passed 
by the Parliament and state 
assemblies after a due proc-
ess.”

The more substantive 
issue before the Centre, it 
reported, pertains to fears 
of a violent reaction in Ma-
nipur valley where there is a 
genuine sense of insecurity 
about the deal. “The Centre 
and Manipur government 
are exploring ways to as-
sure residents of Manipur 
Valley (which has 60% of 
state’s population with 10% 
of state’s land) that their 
land will be secure. 

“As of now, while anyone 
can buy land in the Valley, 
the sale of land is restricted 
in the hills, an area domi-
nated by Nagas. A law for 
Manipur restricting the sale 
of land in the Valley could be 
announced simultaneously 
with the signing of the ac-
cord,” the report read. 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, April 26 (EMN): 
Less than two months after 
Nagaland faced the assem-
bly election, the Election 
Commission of India (ECI) 
on Thursday announced 
that bypolls to four Lok Sab-
ha seats, including Naga-
land, will be held on May 28.

The Nagaland seat fell 
vacant when Neiphiu Rio, 
who was elected as Mem-
ber of Parliament in the Lok 
Sabha as a Naga People’s 
Front (NPF) candidate, re-
signed on Feb. 16 after he 
decided to return to state 
politics. Subsequently, Rio 
became the chief minister 
of the state as a candidate of 
the Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP).

The ECI, in a press re-
lease today, declared the 
schedule for by-elections 
to fill casual vacancy in 
the Lok Sabha from Par-
liamentary Constituencies 
of Nagaland, Maharashtra 
and Uttar Pradesh. The by-
election will be notified in 
the official gazette on May 
3; the last date of nomina-
tions is set on May 10; date 
of scrutiny of nominations 

on May 11; last date of with-
drawal of candidature on 
May 14; polling on May 28; 
counting on May 31, while 
the election process is to be 
completed by June 2.

Model code of conduct 
enforced 
Following the announce-
ment of the by-election 
to the 1-Nagaland Parlia-
mentary Constituency, 
state Chief Electoral Officer 
(CEO) Abhijit Sinha has in-
formed that the model code 
of conduct will come into 
force with immediate effect 
till the time of completion 
of the election. The model 
code of conduct will be ap-
plicable to all candidates, 
political parties and to the 
union and state govern-
ment. 

Candidature
While the ruling People’s 
Democratic Alliance (PDA) 
partners appear to be mull-
ing over fielding a common 
candidate, opposition NPF 
has asserted to ‘definitely’ 
set up its candidate. NPF 
media advisor and general 
secretary Sebastian Zumvu 

was of the view that in the 
case of Nagaland, the ruling 
party used to have the ad-
vantage in the parliamen-
tary polls, but this time, he 
feels that the ambience was 
different. 

Stating that the NPF had 
fielded 58 candidates out 
of 60 seats during the last 
general elections and won 
27 seats while rival NDPP 
fielded 40 and won only 18, 
he pointed out that ‘simple 
mathematics’ indicates that 
the NPF had more party 
cadres and party sympa-
thisers. For this election, 
he remarked sarcastically, 
the NPF might borrow the 
NDPP-BJP slogan ‘change 
is coming’ as the former has 
substantial advantage and 
could spell a ‘real change’.

Meanwhile, NDPP and 
BJP officials, when con-
tacted, chose to remain 
tight-lipped with regard 
to fielding separate can-
didates as the two parties 
are alliance partners in the 
PDA government. They in-
formed that party leaders 
would be meeting in the 
next few days and will an-
nounce their decision. 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, April 26 
(EMN): Fuel suppliers 
have closed down all fuel 
stations in four districts 
namely Mokokchung, 
Zunheboto, Longleng and 
Tuensang from Thursday 
in connection with the 
kidnap of a driver and a 
handyman of an oil tanker 
near New Helipong vil-
lage in Tuensang district by 
unidentified miscreants on 
April 22.

A letter  submitted 

to the deputy commis-
sioner of Mokokchung by 
the Ongpangkong Petrol 
Pump Co-operative Society 
Ltd. stated that the society 
had on April 25 served a 
24-hour deadline to the 
Tuensang district admin-
istration to “trace out the 
abducted persons”.

even as the kidnapped 
persons were yet to be 
rescued, it stated that till 
they are rescued ‘all pet-
rol pumps like ESSAR Oil, 
NRL, Assam Oil, Indian 

Dimapur, April 26 (EMN): 
The Eastern Naga Stu-
dents' Federation (ENSF) 
has backed the demand to 
stop deputing government 
teachers with politicians 
or government depart-
ments while reasoning that 
schools in Eastern Naga-

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, April 26 (EMN): Al-
though the ‘mega mock drill’ in 
the state was conducted suc-
cessfully across the districts, it 
appears that improvements are 
yet to be made from the lessons 
learned from similar exercises in 
previous years. 

As observers pointed out, 
today’s mock drill featured the 
same old problem of ‘inaudible 
sirens’ and ‘communication 
problems’.

It may be noted that, besides 
other concerns, two foresaid 
problems identified in the 2017 
mock drill were highlighted by 
an officer of the NSDMA in the 
review meeting held on April 12. 
He had suggested that proper 
and permanent siren should be 
placed at strategic locations; and 
come up with a proper system 
of coordination for communica-
tions with more options.

In a briefing to highlight 
the ‘general observations’ of 
the mock drill, Chief Secretary 
Temjen Toy said the primary ob-
jective of the mock exercise was 
to examine the readiness of the 
state in the event of  a disaster.

Toy identified ‘traffic’ as one 
of the main concerns while stat-
ing that even in normal circum-
stances it represents a problem. 

agencies.
Also observing that there 

was lack of communication and 
coordination between the State 
Emergency Operations Centre 
(SEOC) and ‘staging areas’, Toy 
said the channel of communica-
tion and the Standard Operating 
Procedure (SOP) need to be 
improved.

Citing some ‘stray incidents’, 
he maintained that SEOC need 
to have an overall picture of what 
is happening across the districts 
as it will be the information cen-
tre in case of emergency. He sug-
gested working out a mechanism 
to utilise the resources available 
in the battalion headquarters in 
times of emergencies and also 
refuel various transport facilities. 

Toy maintained that the state 
needs to have refuelling facility in 
case of a major disaster. He also 
reminded that NSDMA to be 
prepared and ready with stock 
of body bags, stating that while 
vendors have adequate number 
of coffins there were insufficient 
body bags in case of multiple 
deaths if an actual disaster were 
to occur. 

Advisor, Pukhayi while ap-
preciating all stakeholders for 
the successful conduct of the 
exercise reiterated the need for 
NSDMA to install sirens at stra-

tegic locations. Also stating that 
majority of the population lives 
in rural areas, he stressed on the 
need to create more awareness 
among the rural populace in the 
coming days. 

National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA) joint 
advisor, Dhirendra Singh Sind-
hu talking on the sidelines of 
the briefing said that the 8.7 
Mw magnitude of 1897 Shillong 
earthquake can cause immense 
destructions not only to the state 
of Nagaland but across northeast 
states. When asked to share his 
views on today’s observation, 
he said no state can be fully pre-
pared for such kind of disasters. 
However, he maintained that fre-
quent conduct of such exercises 
could create more awareness 
among the people and prepare 
them for if and when disaster 
strikes.

Stating that it is the commu-
nity who are the first responders 
in these exercises, Sindhu sug-
gested that frequent exercises 
should be conducted in a proper 
way and opined that the state 
should come out with clear cut 
SOP and table top exercises. He 
also opined that only through 
practice, coordination among 
the various agencies can be 
achieved. 

He asserted that traffic problems 
need to be looked into seriously 
and asked the traffic police to 
undertake a proper study in or-
der to reduce ‘traffic bottlenecks’.

Toy also shared his disap-
pointment that even after a lapse 
of one year, sirens have not been 
installed at appropriate locations 
as discussed. During the 2017 
mock drill, sirens could not be 

heard in many locations of Ko-
hima creating confusions among 
the citizens.

The chief secretary directed 
the NSDMA to identify appro-
priate and strategic locations to 
install the sirens which will be 
used only in times of disaster.

Another major concern, he 
pointed out, was communica-
tion. Terming the communica-

tion system as ‘really bad’, Toy 
mentioned that they were not 
able to communicate with other 
districts and communications 
were down even within Kohima. 

Asserting that this needs 
to be examined, Toy directed 
NSDMA to look into this prob-
lem; upgrade its communication 
system; and also the commu-
nication between the various 

Do not neglect us – Rengma Hoho
A statement from the Rengma 

Hoho on Thursday has asked 
why the Rengma people living 

in Assam have been ‘excluded in the 
agreement’. 

“Rengmas were living in our own 
territory since time immemorial and we 
are very much part of the Naga political 
movement since its inception, Reng-
mas have submitted a memorandum 
to the Sundaram Commission against 
division of Rengmas into different ad-
ministrative unit and have appealed 
to the present negotiating party both 
Indian and Naga leaders and demand 
that Rengmas desired to live under one 
administrative roof. 

“We still commit to our stand and 

have been supporting the present Naga 
political negotiation hoping to get jus-
tice in the event of political settlement 
that Rengmas will not be deprived of its 
rights to maintain its own administra-
tion and social system,” it stated. 

The organisation appealed to the 
negotiators not to neglect the Rengmas 
in Assam in any administrative arrange-
ment in the event of final agreement 
with government of India. “If no justice 
is done to our demand Rengma Hoho 
shall treat any agreement as betrayal 
and will have peoples discourse to chal-
lenge any settlement that subjugates 
the Rengmas. Intentional political deci-
sion to dehumanized (sic) the Rengmas 
will not be accepted by us.”

land have been affected most by 
‘shortage of teaching staff’. 

A press release from the federation 
on Thursday stated that its call to im-
mediately stop ‘teachers attachment 
culture’ was made considering the 
welfare and interest of the students 
pursuing their studies in the govern-
ment institutions.

“While the Federation is tirelessly 
working to do justice to the students; 
such attachment culture is victimizing 
the students and benefiting the privi-
leged lot! This practice is not accept-

able and tolerable to the Federation as 
such practices will only pose hysteria 
in the minds of the students,” it stated. 

In the eastern districts of Naga-
land, it stated, students are ‘compelled 
to appear their end examinations 
without completing the prescribed 
syllabus owing to the shortage of 
teachers’ every year.

“This is a serious matter that the 
government and the department 
have to consider and take remedial 
measures instead of nodding head 
to attach these few teaching staffs to 

assist the legislators or fill the gap in 
various departments”.

It warned all the teachers posted 
to the eastern districts of Nagaland 
that ‘seeking political shelter without 
performing one's assigned duty and 
drawing salary will only invite the 
Federation to initiate its own course 
of action’. 

The ENSF advised those teachers 
not willing to perform their duties ‘to 
resign on moral ground as there are 
many dedicated young Naga youths 
ready to serve’. 

Oil at Tuli, Longnak, Zun-
heboto, Longleng and Tu-
ensang  shall be closed  
down from 1 pm  today 
(Thursday)’.

The additional deputy 
commissioner of Mokokc-
hung, W Manpai Phom in-
formed this correspondent 
that the administration will 
have a meeting with the 
society on Friday to ease 
the situation.

He also added the Tu-
ensang administration was 
trying its best to rescue the 
kidnapped persons arrest 
the culprits.

Phom further informed 
that the Ongpangkong Pet-
rol Pump Co-operative 
Society Ltd. is the main 
fuel supplier in the four 
districts.  As stated in the 
letter, all fuel outlets closed 
down at 1 pm on Thursday 
in Mokokchung district; 
many vehicles were seen 
stranded in long queues to 
refuel outside the fuel sta-
tions till late into the night. 
However, the fuel stations 
remained closed. 
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Districts across Nagaland run the emergency drill 

World Malaria 
Day observed in 
Kohima and Wokha

Naga orgs. meet with NSCN(K)

Peace channel conducts training for teachers

Zunheboto

Dimapur

Mokokchung

Longleng

Phek

Wokha

Mon

Tuensang

Students and teachers  along with resource persons during the training event.

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 24.4 14.6 15 75 NIL

ZBT 20.7 12.8 17.8 92 NIL

MON 33 17.2 21.5 91 NIL

TUENSANG 20.2 18 15.2 88 4.2

MKG 25.3 13.4 8 36 NIL

PHEK 26 15 14.7 76 NIL

KIPHIRE 29 17 17.4 87 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 28 15 15.6 64 29

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 26 17 18.1 66 1.6

JALUKIE 36 24 23.1 100 NIL
MANGKOLEMBA 29.8 18.4 20.3 75 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

FGN expresses condolence
The ‘commander in chief’ of the Federal Government of 
Nagaland (FGN), Avecho, has expressed condolence with 
the bereaved family members of “col.” Kedulhinyi, on 
April 26 at Zapami village. A press release from Avecho on 
Thursday informed that Kedulhinyi had joined the ‘Naga 
army’ on March 19 1962. He was a true patriot and a 
recipient of military cross of Naga army, the message stated. 
His service will always be remembered, the message stated.  
‘May his soul rest in peace and may God give solace to the 
bereaved family members, relatives and dear ones,’ the 
message added.

 Govt. assurances committee to meet
The secretariat has informed that its first introductory 
meeting and adoption of the 92nd main report of the 
committee on government assurances will be conducted 
on May 18 at 11:30 am in the committee’s room in Kohima. 
Members of the committee on government assurances are 
requested to attend the event.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, April 26 (EMN):   The Na-
galand State Disaster Management 
Authority (NSDMA) conducted the 
Nagaland Emergency Preparedness 
Exercise (Nepex) across the state on 
April 26. Updates from the depart-
ment of Information and Public Re-
lations informed about the activity 
on Thursday. 
Dimapur: Dimapur district’s au-
thorities conducted the drill simu-
lating 8.4 a magnitude earthquake. 
Updates informed that this year’s 
drill was improvised with the exer-
cise being run on the spot projecting 
a live situation. No prior traffic ar-
rangements were made. The rescue 
teams were assigned on the spot 
from the staging areas from where 
resources were kept ready. 

Earlier, the district’s Deputy 
Commissioner Sushil Kumar Patel 
called for a meeting at 10:00 am 
at the DC’s emergency operation 
center. Patel briefed officers and 
stakeholders about carrying out 
their tasks in the staging area. Di-
mapur’s Additional Deputy Com-
missioner (ADC) Sara Jamir was the 
commander.

Commenting on the exercise, 
the ADC observed that the drill was 
‘better than expected.’ She admit-
ted that the level of preparedness 
was not up to the mark if it were 
to be compared to a live situation. 
Jamir said that the wireless system 
in certain areas needs an upgrade 
and advised the departments to 
update available resources and 
machineries.  She said that such 
updates would help in planning and 
coordination and promptly work in 
the event of an actual emergency.

The observers for Dimapur dis-
trict commented that the drill was 
a ‘huge success’ and lauded all the 
units for carrying out their tasks 
professionally. Also, they observed 
that the performance of the medical 
department was outstanding.

Wokha: Wokha began the drill at 
four locations with the siren sound-
ing at 10:00 am to signal the ‘emer-
gency’ which was followed by com-
munity first responders reporting 
to the emergency operation centre. 
Personnel from the State Disaster 
Response Fund (SDRF) and Fire and 
Emergency Services department 
reached pre-identified locations 
to carry out rescue and operation 
activities. The team was assisted by 
the police, the Assam Rifles, medi-
cal personnel and community first 
responders, and trainers of trainees.

The drill was based on these 
simulated context: In one of the 
locations, Police point, a building 
collapsed inflicting 10 casualties 
out of which one had died, while 
four were seriously injured; four 
sustained minor injuries, and one 
waking wounded. 

At Little Angle School three 
school students with minor injuries 
were evacuated. Mt. Tiyi College 
and WTC shopping complex had 10 
casualties. The ‘patients’ were then 
shifted by ambulance to the local 
ground where a camp had been set 
up to treat casualties. 

An emergency operation centre 
was set up in the DC’s conference 
hall. The staging area was at Wokha’s 
local ground. An incident com-
mand, an operation section, a plan-
ning section, and a logistic section 
were also set up as part of the drill.

Wokha’s Deputy Commission-
er Dr. Manazir Jeelani Samoon 
thanked officers, personnel, and 
individuals for carrying out their 
responsibilities with sincerity and 
making the drill a grand success. The 
administrator was convinced that 
the district can handle situations 
in times of emergencies. He added 
though that there were some grey 
areas that need to be taken care of 
in the coming days. 
Longleng: A DIPR update on Thurs-

day stated that despite shortage 
of manpower and machinery, 
Longleng district conducted the drill 
simulating a situation of earthquake 
and fire outbreak. It was conducted 
at St. Joseph School, and Phom 
Lampong School for the earthquake 
simulation, while the Treasury office 
was the site that simulated a situa-
tion due to fire.  

After the alarm was sounded, 
the line departments along with 
required machineries and equip-
ments, rushed to the local ground 
to take stock of the ‘emergency’ 
situation. They set up their respec-
tive emergency camp to provide 
relief, shelter, and first aid to the fire 
and earthquake ‘victims,’ the DIPR 
informed. 

The simulation: The command-
er of the event and Longleng’s Ad-
ditional Deputy Commisoner Tem-
suwati informed the rescue teams 
about the three locations ‘badly 
affected by the disaster.’ 

The drill was based on two simu-
lated contexts: Based on the inputs 
provided by deputy commissioner, 
the Fire and Emergency Service 
personnel rushed to the Treasury 
office to douse the fire and rescuing 
the fire ‘victims.’

In another context, the police 
and the 12th NAP (IR) rushed to 
the Phom Lampong School and 
St. Joseph School and rescued the 
students.  The rescue teams rushed 
back to the staging area, which was 
set up at the local ground, to provide 
necessary facilities to the victims.

Earlier, the district’s Deputy 
Commissioner John Tsulise Sang-
tam informed the incident com-
mander about an area in the town 
badly by an earthquake that oc-
curred in the morning. After the res-
cue operations was carried out ‘suc-
cessfully,’ people visited the relief 
and rehabilitation camps, interacted 
with patients and the rescue teams. 

Later, deputy commissioner 
spoke to the media and gathering, 
giving them details about the situ-
ation, the casualties, and damage 
to properties. He added that the 
transportation and communication 
system was ‘badly affected by the 
disaster’ in the district. 
Peren: The Peren DDMA also suc-
cessfully conducted statewide drill 
at Peren town.  The programme was 
conducted supervised by Peren’s 
ADC Chuba Wati Chang.

Chang said that Nagaland being 
vulnerable to many natural calami-
ties, it was imperative for the state 
to have ‘a scientific approach in 
responding and managing disaster.’ 
Both the government and the public 
need to prepare for any emergency, 
which he said is usually without any 
warning.

Updates informed that the drill 
simulated a situation arising out of 
a 8.7 magnitude earthquake. The 
drill began at 10:0 am after the siren 
was sounded. The incident response 
system, operation section, plan-
ning section, and logistic system 
swung into action after a briefing 
at the ADC’s office. The emergency 
operation centre was set up at the 
local ground in Peren.

The drill was based on this simu-
lated situation: A road blockage 
from Jalukie to Peren, Peren to Ten-
ing, and from Jalukie to Athibung. 
The casualty reported was 62 se-
verely injured persons, 39 persons 
who sustained minor injuries, and 
50 reported dead. The relief section 
distributed bags of rice and bot-
tles of mineral water as part of the 
simulation. 
Tuensang: In Tuensang, the drill was 
undertaken also simulating a 8.7 
magnitude earthquake. 

The drill was based on this simu-
lated context: mass causality at the 
bazaar area, fire and a collapsed 
building at the Agri Office; rescue 

at a high-rise building, at the Youth 
Resource office; search and rescue 
in residential areas, and a school 
evacuation drill. After the compila-
tion of the drill, a debriefing session 
was held at a staging area.
Zunheboto: The district authori-
ties of Zunheboto also conducted 
the drill. The exercise was done led 
by the district’s Additional Deputy 
Commisioner Vekhoyi Chakhesang. 
Most of the departments took part 
in the drill.

The district commandant of the 
Home Guards and Civil Defence 
Khenito Chishi was the operation 
section’s chief, it was informed. The 
drill was undertaken simulating a 
8.7 magnitude earthquake and its 
aftermath at five locations in Zun-
heboto town. 
Phek: An emergency operation 
centre, consisting of logistic section, 
planning section, operation section, 
and incident command post was 
set up at Phek Local Ground for the 
exercise. 

Mock drill demonstration was 
then conducted at different loca-
tions in Phek town. An emergency 
response team was sent to carry 
out procedural search and rescue 
evacuation of casualties to the near-
est medical centre.
Mokokchung: To test the capability 
of Mokokchung district’s adminis-
tration in responding to emer-
gencies, the Nagaland Emergency 
Preparedness Exercises (Nepex), 
the drill was undertaken in Mokok-
chung simulating a 8.4 magnitude 
earthquake, on April 26.

The additional deputy commis-
sioner of Mokokchung W Manpai 
Phom, who was the responsible 
officer for the drill, informed that 
the drill was ‘successful.’ The event 
simulated rescue operation tactics 
at different locations. He said that 
the exercise was joined by personnel 
from the district’s disaster manage-

ment establishment and line de-
partments such as the Home Guard 
and Civil Defence, Mokokchung 
police, medical establishment, fire 
department, power, public works 
department; and the wards’ union 
of the town, and GB, among others, 
joined the drill.

The rescue simulations were 
undertaken at four locations namely 
Edith Douglas Higher Secondary 
School, Longkumer Kilem, Alem-
pang Ward, and the Post Office area.

(Our Correspondent)
Mon: Scenario of Emergency Pre-
paredness Exercise was initiated by 
the District Administration and the 
entire line departments under Mon. 
Earthquake with 8.7 magnitudes 
on Richter scale struck in Mon. the 
exercise was conducted at various 
places.

Staging area was set up at the 
Mon Local Ground, relief camp at 
Badminton Stadium, Helibase at 
Helipad and at DBs court. Incident 
Command Post, Operation Section, 
Planning Section and logistic Sec-
tion were set up.

The mega mock exercise is to 
test the capability of the district 
to responds, manage and timely 
responds during the time of dis-
aster and to minimize loss of lives 
and properties, the press release 
informed.  
Kiphire: The NSDMA in collabo-
ration with DDMA (Kiphire) and 
departments in concern conducted 
the Nepex at helipad ground in 
Kiphire.

The drill began with an emer-
gency siren at 10:00 am, where peo-
ple responded by way of drop, cover 
and hold for two minutes and the 
exercise lasted for two hours. Volun-
teers from various schools and de-
partments and others participated 
in the exercise. Over a thousand of 
public witnessed the mock exercise, 
the press release stated.

Peace Channel, Dr. C P Anto, 
and the Public Relations 
Officer, Kishor Dass, were 
the resource persons dur-
ing the training programme. 
Teacher coordinators who 
had been assisting the peace 
club in different institutions 
attended the programme. 

The updates informed 
that the main topic that was 
being stressed upon was on 

education for transforma-
tive life, leadership skills, 
and how to have a peaceful 
classroom environment. 

According to the press 
note, Anto in his address 
stressed on how peace edu-
cation can incorporate into 
the education system and 
how a teacher can creatively 
deal with the students rath-
er than executing punish-

ment in the schools. 
The updates  fur ther 

m e n t i o n e d  t h a t ,  w h i l e 
speaking during the pro-
gramme, Kishor Dass, spoke 
about measures to be taken 
in order to have a quality ed-
ucation and transform the 
life of individuals. He said 
that teachers can be a role 
model for students through 
their deeds and actions.

Dimapur, April 26 (EMN): The World 
Malaria Day was observed in Kohima 
and Wokha district during which medi-
cal personnel conducted health-themed 
events including visiting various villag-
es. Separate press releases were received 
here on Thursday from the two district’s 
respective health agency. 
 Kohima:  The World Malaria Day was 
observed on April 25 by the Kohima 
National Vector Borne diseases control 
programme (NVBDCP) staffs under 
the chief medical officer’s office at ten 
villages namely Mitelephe, Khonoma, 
Sechu zubza, Nerhema, Rumensenyu, 
K station , Tesophenyu , Rengmapani, 
Tseminyu, and Zisunyu  under Kohima 
district. 

Activities such as sources reduction 
and cleanliness drive were conducted. 
The participants on the event were 
surveillance workers, Accredited Social 
Health Activist (ASHA), MTS, and the 
consultant. The overall programme was 
conducted successfully with the coop-
eration received from the villagers, the 
press release stated.
Wokha: The NVBDCP staffs and ASHA 
of Wokha district observed World Ma-
laria Day in ten selected villages. They 
took active part in wide range of ac-
tivities to mark the World Malaria day. 
The activities included ‘blood-slide 
collection,’ rapid diagnostic test, and 
distribution of pamphlets and dustbins. 
Various topics were discussed to cre-
ate awareness among the community 
about these man-made diseases. Proper 
use of long lasting insecticidal nets and 
‘malaria elimination by 2024’ were also 
highlighted to the community, the press 
release added.

Dimapur, April 26 (EMN): To stabilize the 
situation in the India-Myanmar border, 
the team comprising of 11 members from 
the Naga Public Organisation (NPO) and 
Naga Students’ Organisation (NSO) un-
dertook a journey from April 5-25 starting 
from Khamti towards Taka. A press release 
informed that the team met with the 
NSCN-K leaders and deliberated about 
the difficulties faced by the people living 
in the border area and urged upon them 
to consider the grievances of the people. 

 “It is sadden to learn that while feath-
ers of the same bird enjoy peace lavishly 
in the mainland, the inhabitants of the 
border area are facing acute shortage of 

peace,” the press release stated.
 According to the updates, the team 

urged upon all the armed forces to re-
spect and heed the tears and sweats of 
the people.

The press note said that the team 
had, so far reached out to four gate-way: 
Hazik-Laju; Khanmoi-Longwa; Punyu-
Pangsha; and Shera-Awakhong. They met 
the Indian army commander along with 
chairman and village chief and elders of 
both sides. 

In the updates, besides several fruit-
ful discussion, the team headed by the 
deputy secretary of NPO, Y Khomong, 
and the president of NSO, T Mankhat 

Konyak rendered request especially to the 
Indian Army and government. They said 
that, checking is a duty, however, unless 
a person is found with illegal activities, 
allow people to meet their relatives. They 
request also not to disturb four wheelers 
carrying construction materials and alike 
and allow two wheelers to traverse till 
Noklak, Mon, and Phungkhuri.  

In the updates, they acknowledged 
the Indian side and concerned com-
manders concerned for their warm wel-
come and cooperation in considering the 
issues. They conveyed hope that peace 
will reign as they joined hands in search 
of peace.

Dimapur, April 26 (EMN): 
Peace Channel organized 
a one day training pro-
gramme for teachers about 
“Education for transforma-
tive life” at Peace Channel 
conference hall in Dimapur 
on April 21.

A press release on Thurs-
day informed that the ob-
jective of the programme 
was to bring changes in 
the educational system of 
the state. The training also 
aimed to capacitate the 
teachers to enhance edu-
cation for transformative 
life, to train them to equip 
with leadership skill, and 
to have peaceful classroom 
environment in the institu-
tion level.   

The press note men-
tioned that the director of 
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Dinesh Gupta briefing participants about traffic plans for Mokokchung, during a police-public interaction on road safety and traffic 
management, on April 26.

KG Kenye and others during the inauguration of newly constructed building of Government High School in Khomi.

Some of Temsuyanger Longkumer’s creation on 
display.

Resource person G Balasunramanian addressing at the one-day seminar on “Global education” on April 
25 at Capital Concention Centre, Kohima.

Toshi Wungtung with Union minister of state for Home Kiren Rijiju in New Delhi on April 26.
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NBSE hosts seminar on global 
education for institution heads 

Centre asked to help strengthen 
village guards in Nagaland

London-based Naga artist’s 
work explores the quirky

Mkg. discuss town’s traffic management
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would be curbed in the town 
in the near future.  Lamenting 
that Mokokchung town does not 
have a master plan till date, the 
ADC said that process was on to 
design a master plan. 

Also, he informed that a mul-
ti-storied parking area for the 
town was about to be set up. It is 
the preliminary stage and needs 
further planning, the gathering 
was informed.

The subdivision police of-
ficer for Mokokchung, Dinesh 
Gupta, also briefed the partici-
pants about the current traffic 
plans being undertaken by the 
traffic police. 

Further, additional super-
intendent of police Relo T Aye 
said that traffic depends on the 
number of government offices, 
schools, and business establish-
ments in the town. He asserted 
that traffic management and 
safety depends on knowledge 
about taking responsibility.     

Officers from the admin-
istration, and members of the 
Ao Senden, Watsu Mungdang, 
and Ao Students’ Conference, 
besides organisations represent-
ing the business community 
and youth groups attended the 
event.

Dimapur, April 26 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Board of 
School Education (NBSE) 
in collaboration with the 
Madhuban Educational 
Books, organised seminars 
themed on global educa-
tion for heads of institu-
tions registered with the 
board, during April 24-25.

A DIPR update in-
formed that 402 heads of 
institutions attended the 
seminar. The event was 
conducted at the Green-
wood Higher Secondary 
School and Capital Con-
vention Centre held on 
April 24 and the 25th in 
that order.

Speaking during the 
seminars, resource per-
son G Balasubramanian 
said that education was 
all about ‘re-discovering 
ourselves.’  He talked 
about how the ‘wheel of 
educational history’ had 
turned and that educa-
tors today need to ‘open 

up and absorb new skills, 
new knowledge, new op-
portunities.’ He said that 
schools should impart 
knowledge to students 
with which they can face 
challenges. 

“A school is basically 
about energy manage-
ment. Children are more 
knowledgeable than the 
teachers in today’s con-
text. Therefore, as heads, 
o n e  n e e d  t o  u p d a t e 
themselves, re-learn and 
be ready to change,” he 
added. 

Further, Balasubra-
manian spoke about fu-
ture challenges of edu-
cation including virtual 
and augmented reality, 
big data, and the Inter-
net of Things, and multi-
disciplinary learning and 
intent learning. He urged 
principals and headmas-
ters to create a friendly 
environment for students 
to develop their abilities 

and skills. He said that 
the head as the leader 
should ‘know the way, 
go the way and show the 
way.’ He spoke also about 
the qualities of leaders.

The speaker sound-
ed a clarion call to the 
heads of institutions to 
pursue self-learning, skill 
development; being part 
of change; and reform, 
transform and constantly 
update themselves so that 
they can perform better. 

Asano Sekhose, the 
NBSE’s chairman, spoke 
about important con-
cerns of the board, which 
she felt were important 
and necessary for the 
heads of institutions to 
know. She urged them 
to ‘read and follow’ the 
guidelines, regulations, 
and notifications issued 
by the board for smooth 
academic and adminis-
trative functioning of the 
schools.

Dimapur, April 26 (EMN): 
To spread publicity about 
the health hazards of to-
bacco, members of the 
North East Institute of 
Social Sciences and Re-
search (NEISSR) in col-
laboration with the Dis-
trict Tobacco Control Cell 
(DTCC) has organised 
a flash mob declaring a 
statement against tobac-
co, at the Dimapur Rail-
way station on April 24. 

Speaking during the 
occasion, the principal of 
NEISSR Dr. Fr .CP Anto, 
stated “gratitude is the 
best attitude which will 
take to altitude.”  

According to a survey 
that was stated to have 
been conducted by GATS, 
Fr. Anto said that around 
57% of the Naga popula-
tion are consumers of 
tobacco products. He has 
suggested that the enforc-
ing authority of the state’s 
government, besides oth-
er organisations, work to-
gether to make Nagaland 
a tobacco-free state. 

According to World 
Health Organisation, to-
bacco kills seven million 
people every year. Even 
children and youth are 
getting into the habit of 
consuming tobacco and 
drugs. Terming the con-
sumption of tobacco as a 
serious social and health 
issue, he urged the com-
munity to together fight 
the menace ‘before it 
kills the children and 
youth.’ 

Also, the principal in-
vited the people to take 
a pledge against tobacco, 
saying that the gesture 
would go a long way in 
creating awareness and 
reducing the number of 
deaths caused by tobacco. 
He urged the state’s gov-
ernment to control the 
tobacco market and to 
‘help citizens live longer 
and work for sustainable 
development.’  To the citi-
zens of the town, Dr. Anto 
urged them to ‘prevent 
the use of tobacco, to en-
hance life.’

Dimapur, April 26 (EMN): 
Zunheboto battalion of 
the Assam Rifles along 
with a representative from 
the state police arrested 
one suspected NSCN (K) 
cadres during operation 
from Old Natha in Zunhe-
boto district on April 25.

The individual was 
identified as Nikato Yep-
tho (31), son of Vikishe 
Yeptho and resident of 
Old Natha village in Zun-
heboto district. The com-
bined team recovered 25 
extortion slips, 33 non 
local identity cards and 

Indian currency worth 
INR 19000 from his pos-
session.

A Assam Rifles press 
release stated the accused 
alongwith the recovered 
items were handed over to 
Zunheboto police station 
for further investigation.

Dimapur, April 26 (EMN): 
The Academic and Ad-
ministrative Audit Com-
mittee (AAA) from the 
directorate of Higher 
Education visited Tetso 
College at Dimapur on 
April 20. 

A press release from 

the college on Tuesday 
informed that the team 
comprised of the princi-
pal of Kohima College, Dr. 
Watijungshi; additional 
director of higher educa-
tion Dr. Anungla Aier; and 
the dean of social sciences 
from Patkai Christian Col-

lege Dr. RK Behera. 
According to the press 

note, the audit team met 
with the heads of every 
department, students and 
staff. It added that Tetso 
College would be going 
for NAAC re-accreditation 
in the next window. Dimapur, April 26 (EMN): By way of high-

lighting the important role Village Guards 
play in Nagaland especially in the interior 
parts of the state bordering Myanmar, the 
advisor for IPR, SCERT and Village Guards 
Toshi Wungtong has sought assistance 
from the central government to strength-
en the local security agency in Nagaland.

Wungtong made the appeal during 
his meeting with the Union minister of 
state for Home Kiren Rijiju in New Delhi 
on April 26. Wungtung met with Rijiju, 
and Union minister of state (independent 
charge) for Culture, Environment, Forest 

and Climate Change Dr. Mahesh Sharma, 
Union minister for Human Resource De-
velopment Prakash Javadekar.

A press release issued by the PRO (IPR) 
of Nagaland House at New Delhi, stated 
that Union minister Prajash Javadekar 
has assured to ‘strengthen all the schools’ 
in Nagaland. 

Wungtong also met with Dr. Mahesh 
Sharma. The Naga legislator briefed the 
Union minister about endangered ani-
mals in the state besides expressing con-
cern at the practice of shifting cultivation 
(‘jhum’) in the state. 

Kohima, April 26 (EMN): Member of the Rajya 
Sabha KG Kenye on April 24 inaugurated a 
new building of a government high school in 
Khomi in Phek district. The school’s building 
was constructed as part of the Rashtriya Mad-
hyamik Shiksha Abhiyhan (RMSA) scheme.

Speaking during the occasion, Kenye 
urged parents to be ‘watchful of their children 
in this fast changing world.’ He urged them 
and teachers alike to nurture their wards to 
be good citizens.

Lamenting that the Naga people had ‘lost 
their virtues and honesty in many ways,’ 
Kenye urged the students to ‘practice and 
preserve their unique culture and traditional 
values’ besides pursuing excellence in formal 
education. 

Dimapur, April 26 (EMN):  Events 
groups Standpoint presented ‘Quin-
tette,’ a new solo exhibition by London-
based multimedia artist from Nagaland 
Temsuyanger Longkumer.

Featuring printmaking, painting, 
sculpture, and time-based art, Quin-
tette said to bring together five projects 
exploring themes central to the artist’s 
practice, including socio-cultural tra-
ditions in ethnic societies, and the cor-
relation between communities in the 
microbial world and our own.

Updates from the organisers in-
cluded an introduction to the exhibition 
and the representative statements of 
the artist’s creative exploration. 

In the artist’s childhood home of 
Nagaland, skulls of buffalo slain dur-
ing festivals and rituals are proudly 
displayed outside dwellings to com-
memorate the events and considered 
invaluable assets of the household. 

Drawing inspiration from these 
treasured decorations, Superstars is a 
series of sculptural portraits celebrating 
the lives of individuals whose interac-
tions have left a lasting impression on 
the artist. Made with an array of materi-
als and objects, these symbolic portraits 
are an attempt to pay homage to their 
encounter.

At the centre of living impressions 
lies the issue of cultural traditions 
disappearing in the face of constant 
technological and societal change. Us-
ing narrative storytelling, with a mosaic 
of ancient wisdom and new technology, 
a fleeting moment from the life of a 
village chief is captured and preserved 
through projection onto three-dimen-
sional reconstructions.

More recent works in the exhibi-
tion explore the relationship between 
the microscopic world – the politics K-1650

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, April 26 (EMN): 
A part of commemorating Na-
tional Road Safety Week, Mokok-
chung district’s traffic police 
have decided to devise strategies 
to manage traffic and instate 
safety measures for motorists 
and pedestrians alike.

The Mokokchung establish-
ment announced this during a 
police-public interactive session 

on road safety and traffic man-
agement that was organised by 
the Mokokchung police at the 
MMC conference hall on April 
26. Important issues concerning 
traffic congestion in the town 
and issues of safety manage-
ment were deliberated during 
the event.

The additional deputy com-
missioner of Mokokchung W 
Manpai Phom said during the 

event that suggestions and is-
sues raised by the community 
in the town were ‘challenging.’ 
He assured that the issue of con-
gested parking areas in the main 
town would be addressed with 
the department and stakehold-
ers, to provide remedies.

The officer also assured to 
regulate issuance of driving 
licences so that reckless driv-
ing and violation of traffic rules 

and diplomacy between neighbouring 
cells, the battles waged, fought, spread, 
repelled – to that of the external world 
outside of the skin. A delicate balance is 
at play between the external structure of 
Longkumer’s terracotta sculptures and 
the multiplying cells growing around 
and inside them; referencing the spread 
of ideologies, belief systems, and their 
viral or divisive effects on people.

The movement of lines, light and 
marks on the mono prints evoke both 
the individual energy of a single organ-
ism and the greater world they help to 
form.  

This chain of events is echoed within 
the paintings, created with the materi-
als used to make the prints. Using an 
element of chance to work intuitively, 
the existing marks left from another 
event inform new happenings, creating 
a unique story of their own.
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Guwahati, April 26 (PTI): 
Assam Chief Minister Sar-
bananda Sonowal today 
expanded his council of 
ministers by inducting 
seven ministers, the first 
since the NDA came to 
power in the state in 2016.

The expansion trig-
gered tribal organisations 
give a call for a central As-
sam bandh tomorrow to 
protest against the non-in-
clusion of BJP MLA Rama 
Kanta Deuri alleging that 
they had been betrayed 
despite promises by the 
party leadership.

While four ministers 
are of Cabinet rank, three 

are ministers of state.
Siddhartha Bhatta-

charyya, Bhabesh Kalita, 
Som Ronghang, Tapan 
Gogoi and Pijush Hazarika 
of the BJP, Phani Bhushan 
Choudhury of the Asom 
Gana Parishad (AGP) and 
Chandan Brahma of the 
Bodoland People’s Front 
(BPF) were sworn in by 
Governor Jagdish Mukhi at 
a function in Raj Bhawan.

Bhattacharyya, Rong-
hang, Chowdhury and 
Bramha were given Cabi-
net rank while the rest 
were ministers of state.

Of the seven, the MLAs 
of the AGP and the BPF 

have previous experience 
as ministers in the state.

The Sonowal govern-
ment was sworn in on 
May 24, 2016 with nine 
Cabinet ministers, includ-
ing the chief minister, and 
two ministers of state with 
independent charge tak-
ing oath.

Assam can have 19 
ministers, including the 
chief minister. Even after 
the induction of the seven 
ministers, one more posi-
tion remains vacant.

In Morigaon, the Tiwas 
National Solidarity Forum 
(TNSF) and other ethnic 
organisations protested 

against the non-inclusion 
of Deuri in the ministry 
and called a 12-hour cen-
tral Assam bandh tomor-
row.

The TNSF had sup-
ported the BJP in the last 
Assembly elections and 
Deori, along with five 
MLAs, was elected from 
central Assam on BJP tick-
ets.

The TNSF, All Tiwa Stu-
dents Union, Chutiya San-
milan and Koch-Rajbong-
shi Sanmilan told a joint 
press conference here that 
it was a “betrayal day” and 
accused the BJP of having 
failed to live up to the aspi-

rations of the ethnic com-
munities of central Assam 
by ignoring Deuri, who is 
also the former chief ex-
ecutive member of Deori 
Autonomous Council.

The leaders of the 
three ethnic communities 
claimed that BJP president 
Amit Shah, Sonowal and 
minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma had promised at a 
meeting in New Delhi be-
fore the Assam Assembly 
elections that Deori would 
be given a Cabinet berth. 

The TNSF and the oth-
er ethnic organisations 
also burnt effigies of the 
chief minister and Sarma.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, April 26 (EMN): 
To facilitate real time mon-
itoring of expenditure, 
the all 18 treasuries and 
sub-treasuries in Manipur 
are equipped with on-
line mode giving easy and 
quick access.

Disclosing this to re-
porters in Imphal on April 
26 Thursday, Director Ch 
Ajit Singh of Treasuries 
& Accounts said 11 dis-
trict treasuries and seven 
sub-treasuries which are 
fully functional in the state 
have been converted to 
banking treasuries.

Ajit Singh said that the 
government transactions 
including payment of sala-
ries and personal entitle-
ments to employees, ven-
dor payments, payment 
of pension to pensioners/
family pensioners have 
been done through treas-
uries and sub-treasuries.

Receipts from various 
states’ own tax and non-
tax resources including re-
ceipts from sale of stamps 
(judicial and non-judicial) 
have also been done by the 
department. Regarding 
accounts, he said that the 
monthly civil accounts are 
compiled by the respective 
Treasury Offices and are 
furnished to the office of 

the Accountant General 
(AG), Manipur.

On digitization of 
pension records, he said 
that the infrastructures of 
some of the treasuries and 
sub-treasuries are poor 
and construction of Thou-
bal Treasury and Kakching 
Sub-Treasury are in full 
swing and it will be com-
pleted within this year.

On Public Financial 
Management System 
(PFMS) and Direct Ben-
efit Transfer, he said that 
the PFMS have been im-
plemented in the state 
and that the State project 
management unit (SPMU) 
have also been set up and 
opened at the Directorate 
of treasuries & accounts.

A total number of 2535 
agencies under the state 
government which are 
implementing CSS have 
been configured by the 
SPMU till date. He fur-
ther stated that the total 
number of agencies in 
the state that have been 
registered on PFMS has 
reached almost 10,000 
and all State Government 
Nodal departments have 
completed the registra-
tion process. 24,641 DBT 
transactions have been 
made through the PFMS 
platform till date.

Agartala, April 26 (PTI): The Tripura 
CPI(M) today alleged that post-poll at-
tacks on Opposition party workers and 
its offices continued despite assurance 
from Chief Minister Biplab Kumar Deb on 
containing such activities, and stringent 
action against those involved.

CPI(M) state secretary Bijan Dhar 
claimed that 438 party offices have been 
attacked, since the Tripura election re-
sults were announced on March 3.

“A five-member delegation of the Left 
Front met the chief minister on April 14 
and sought his intervention to stop al-
leged attacks on Opposition party and 
trade union offices in the state.

“He had assured us to look into the 
matter and would take all steps to main-
tain law and order, but there has been no 
improvement of the situation,” Dhar told 
reporters. The Left Front leaders submit-
ted three lists of alleged post-election 
violence by the BJP and IPFT supporters 
in Tripura, which claimed that 438 party 
offices were attacked.

“Out of the 438 offices, 93 were gutted, 
230 ransacked, 52 locked and 63 captured 

since March 3. Over 1,700 houses of Left 
supporters and leaders were also at-
tacked,” he said.

Dhar also claimed that two party 
members were killed following the decla-
ration of the poll results.

He criticised the Indigenous People’s 
Front of Tripura (IPFT) for “misguiding” 
youths of the state in the name forming 
a separate ‘Twipraland’. The IPFT has 
been campaigning for ‘Twipraland’ for 
Tripura’s tribal communities, which form 
one-third of the state’s population.

Dhar said it was an “implausible 
dream” of such political elements that 
wanted to divide the state.

On the recently-concluded 22nd 
party Congress at Hyderabad, Dhar said 
the CPI(M) has taken a resolution to 
strengthen the Left and democratic front 
to fight the RSS and the BJP.

“The party has fixed its political line 
for the next three years--there would be 
no alliance with the Congress, but inside 
the Parliament, we will fight against 
the BJP with all secular and democratic 
forces,” Dhar said.

Dimapur, April 26 (EMN): The North-
east Frontier Railway (NF) has decided 
to give more powers to division railway 
managers and directors of the five ‘herit-
age hill railways’ of the Indian Railways 
to enhance their tourist potential and 
preservation. A press release from the 
NF Railway informed about the initia-
tive on Thursday.

The five ‘hill heritage railways’ are 
the Darjeeling Himalayan Railway, 
Nilgiri Mountain Railway, Kalka Shimla 
Railway, Kangra Valley Railway, and the 
Matheran Light Railway.

A directive issued by the executive 
director of the Heritage Railway Board 
Subrata Nath stated that the local com-
munities in the operational area of the 
railway segments should be encouraged 
to promote tourism by providing them 
with opportunities to showcase their 
art, culture, and cuisine, among others. 

Dimapur, April 26 (EMN):The NSCN (IM) 
has issued a press release on April 26 strongly 
condemned what it called fabricated charges 
levelled against one Khampai Wangsu (aged 
49) of Niusa village at Longding district in 
Arunachal Pradesh by the Indian army. He 
was stated to have  been accused to be a ‘2nd 
lieutenant’ of the NSCN and subsequently 
arrested from Old Laptang village in Tirap 
district, Arunachal Pradesh on April 12 fol-
lowing the ‘false allegations.’

Upon investigation by the NSCN (IM), 
the press release stated to have learned that 
Khampai Wangsu was a former Arunachal 
Pradesh policeman, and was in possession of 
INR  5000 at the time of his arrest. Besides, no 
pistol and ammunition were found on him, 
the press release stated.

‘He was at the Khonsa IB (Inspection 
Bungalow) in Tirap district and not at all at 
Old Laptang village at the time of his illegal 
arrest as falsely claimed by the Indian Army,’ 
the release added.

Shillong, April 26 (PTI): By-election 
for Ampati, the assembly constituency 
of former Meghalaya Chief Minister 
Mukul Sangma, will be held on May 
28, state Chief Electoral Officer F R 
Kharkongor said today.

Sangma, now Leader of Opposition 
in the Meghalaya Assembly, had won 
from two seats - Ampati and Songsak 
- in the February 27 assembly election. 
The senior Congress leader retained the 
Songsak seat in East Garo Hills district 
and vacated Ampati, from where he had 
been elected for six consecutive times.

Guwahati, April 26 (PTI): A 27-year-old man 
was arrested today for abducting and raping a 
minor girl, along with one of his accomplices, 
in Guwahati, a police officer said here. The 
victim, a student of Class VII, was taken after 
she got down from her school bus around 
2.30pm yesterday in Bharalumukh area of 
the state capital. The police nabbed the youth 
based on a complaint filed by her father in the 
matter, the officer said, adding that a search 
operation has been launched to nab the ab-
sconding accomplice. A medical examination 
has been conducted on the girl and the police 
are waiting for her report, the officer added.

Itanagar, April 26 (PTI): Aru-
nachal Pradesh and its problems 
get less attention at the national 
level due to “marginal presence of 
media” in the state, Chief Minis-
ter Pema Khandu said here today.

The incidents in Arunachal 
often go unreported as the cer-
tain areas are not easily accessi-
ble, the CM said, adding that the 

Information and Public Relations 
Department has formulated poli-
cies to encourage the growth of 
media houses in the state.

“I have instructed the min-
isters, MLAs and even officers 
to utilize social media like Face-
book and Twitter to highlight the 
development works of the state,” 
Khandu said here after launching 

an English Daily and a cable TV 
network, owned by former MLA 
Kipa Babu.

He exhorted journalists to 
cover areas that are largely ig-
nored by the mainstream media 
and ensure the development of 
those places at par with the state 
capital.

Around hundred hamlets in 

the state would be converted into 
smart villages soon in partner-
ship with private investors, the 
CM said.

“Poor connectivity will soon 
become a thing of the past in 
the state with the installation of 
1800 mobile towers at an esti-
mated cost of Rs 1800 crore in 
the remote areas,” Khandu said, 

adding that work on the project 
has begun at Pasighat area in East 
Siang district. Talking about the 
new cable TV network, Khandu 
said, “This will go a long way in 
providing uninterrupted services 
in the mountainous terrain of the 
state. The satellite signals get dis-
rupted for almost nine months 
due to monsoons.”

New Delhi, April 26 (PTI): The 
Assam government today told the 
National Green Tribunal that a 
budgetary allocation of Rs 11 crore 
has been cleared by the assembly 
to install sensor-operated auto-
mated traffic barriers to check 
accidental deaths of animals near 
the Kaziranga National Park.

The state government in-
formed a bench headed by acting 
NGT Chairperson Justice Jawad 
Rahim that the amount would be 
released immediately.

The Assam government also 
said that the tendering process 

for installation of the barriers 
in six areas inside the park has 
already been initiated and the 
date of opening of tender is May 
14. The matter will now be heard 
on July 18.

The tribunal had earlier re-
jected the Assam government’s 
proposal to engage manpower 
instead of installing sensor-oper-
ated traffic barriers to control the 
accidental deaths of animals near 
the Kaziranga National Park.

The state government had 
proposed to engage additional 
manpower to monitor the animal 

corridor stretch of the NH-37 
which passes from Jakhalabandha 
to Bokakhat along the reserve.

It had last year told the tribu-
nal that it had already spent an 
amount of Rs 1.45 crore on instal-
lation of animal sensor barriers at 
Malini in the national park stretch 
to check speeding vehicles on the 
NH-37. Another amount of Rs 39 
lakh would be needed to purchase 
of two more thermal cameras for 
installation at the same place, it 
had said.

Since required funds were not 
available in the budget, the state 

government had decided to sub-
mit a supplementary demand in 
the next session of the assembly.

The tribunal was hearing a 
plea filed by wildlife activist Rohit 
Choudhury opposing the widen-
ing of NH-37 which passes from 
Jakhalabandha to Bokakhat along 
the reserve.

The tribunal had earlier said 
that any vehicle found crossing 
the 40-km speed limit on the NH-
37 will have to pay an environ-
ment compensation of Rs 5,000, 
besides a fine under the Motor 
Vehicles Act.

Dimapur, April 26 (EMN):The All Zelian-
grong Students’ Union Assam, Manipur & 
Nagaland (AZSU AMN) held its 5th Dimki 
session (assembly) on April 20 at Lodiram 
Haflong in Assam.

A press statement was issued by the 
AZSU on April 26 to disclose the resolu-
tion made during the session. 

The Dimki is said to have resolved to 
maintain the unity and integrity of the 
Zeliangrong people at this crucial time 
and resolved to extend its fullest support 
to the decision of Zeliangrong Baudi’s 
(Assam, Manipur & Nagaland) general 
decision of the April 3 held at Jalukie and 
joint declaration of Zeliangrong solidarity 
day on April 1 at Chingmeirong, Imphal 
and 8th Dimki (Assembly) declaration of 
Zeliangrong Baudi (AMN) on April 11 at 
Makuilongdi Village, Senapati in Manipur 
where it reaffirmed that the “Zeliangrong 
family as one people will remain united 
and re-affirmed the solidarity oath of 
our forefathers in 1934 and Keisamthong 
declaration of Zeliangrong as one people 
on 15th August 1947.” 

The session is said to have resolved 
and declared “null and void”  of the March 
23 and the subsequent order on April 14 
meeting with the decision of Tatar Hoho 
NSCN (IM) recognized/ separating the 
Zeliangrong family into Zeme, Lianginai 
and Rongmei as it is said to be done 
against the wishes of the Zeliangrong 
people without consulting the Zelian-
grong apex organizations.

Further the house is also said to have 
resolved to stand by the collective deci-
sion of NSCN leadership of Ato Kilonser 
Th. Muivah and Yaruiwo Lt. Isak Chishi 
Swu directives and executive order of 
Yaruiwo dated June 30 2011 which stated 
that “Zeliangrong region will remain in-
tact” and that it should be honoured and 
upheld in letter and spirit. 

Meanwhile the Dimki (assembly) in 
the release urged upon the leadership 
of NSCN (IM) and Tatar Hoho to revoke 
its order at the earliest as demanded by 
the Zeliangrong apex organization in the 
greater interest of the Zeliangrong people 
and for the unity of the Naga nation. 

Mirror Crossword 1801sud0ku 1641
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1800

ACROSS
1. Official in the Ottoman Empire
6. Storm
10. Parent-Teacher associations
14. Latin for “Lamb”
15. Lengths of existance
16. Operatic solo
17. Backmost parts
18. Ooze
19. Pole
20. Lacking the essentials
22. Elliptically
24. Egyptian goddess
25. Planetarium at the University of 

Nebraska
26. Papal ______
29. Lessen
30. Region
31. Paper with the address preprinted
37. “Spill the _____” = disclose
39. Cistern
40. Purple dye from Tyre
41. Orbiting machines
44. Borders, edges or margins
45. Lubricates
46. Entangle
48. Made by spiders
52. Margarine
53. Stand up
54. Equalized
58. Slender
59. 17th letter of the Greek alphabet 

(plural)
61. Resembling long, narrow, straight 

channels
62. Therefore
63. Melody
64. French for “School”
65. Labels
66. Yearns
67. Traditional Hindu musical forms 

DOWN
1. Leopard or large cat

2. US writer James ____ (1909-
1955)

3. Break
4. Cyclone or typhoon
5. St. Francis of ______
6. Not solids or liquids
7. Matured
8. Side sheltered from the wind
9. Adopt and support a cause 

or belief
10. _____ nuncio
11. Mischievous dwarf
12. Corridor 13. Woodland 

demon (Greek mythology)

21. Stringed instrument
23. Swerves
25. Dull finish on paper
26. Grabs or snatches
27. Compound found in urine
28. Tidy
29. French for “States”
32. “Lesser of two _____”
33. Mouth organ
34. Great Lake
35. Weapons
36. Move with haste
38. Fruits of the blackthorn 

shrub

42. Freedom
43. Vend
47. Closer
48. Flat face of a gem
49. Classical music theatre
50. Fort in North Carolina
51. Drunkards
52. Fertile areas in a desert
54. Capital of the former West 

Germany
55. Heavy wooden shoe
56. Singer ____ Fitzgerald
57. Coloring agents
60. Color or shade

solutions to suD0ku 1640

Assam ministry expanded, tribal 
bodies call bandh in protest

Treasury offices in 
Manipur goes digital 

Post-poll violence on opp. parties 
still on in Tripura — CPI(M) NFR takes special 

steps to promote 
‘heritage hill railways’

NSCN (IM)  says 
army detained man 
on false charges 

By-election in Ampati 
to be held on May 28

Man arrested for raping 
minor in Guwahati

Arunachal gets less attention due to marginal presence of media — CM 

INR 11 cr. cleared by assembly for sensor barriers in Kaziranga — Assam tells NGT

AZSU AMN extends Zeliangrong 
Baudi’s decision on unity of its tribe 
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Rupee recoups 15 paise 
to 66.75 against US dollar

Ford India launches compact 
utility vehicle Freestyle

Gionee unveils two smartphones 
in India amid revamping

Nifty settles with modest gains

Mumbai, April 26 (PTI): 
After yesterday’s rout, the 
rupee today staged a mild 
recovery to close 15 paise 
higher at 66.75 against 
the US dollar on bouts of 
American currency sell-
ing by exporters. 

Overall, forex market 
sentiment remained sub-
dued due to sustained rise 
in crude oil prices, stirring 
up more concerns over 
widening trade deficit.

“Weakness in USD 
amidst slight reversal in 
US treasury yields helped 
rupee recoup some loss-
es, while firm equities 
also boosted sentiments. 
However, with FIIs con-
tinuing to be net sellers in 
Indian equities, and with 
fears of US sanctions on 
Iran keeping oil on the 
boil, rupee’s weak bias 
could continue,” Anand 
James, Chief Market strat-
egist at Geojit Financial 
Services, said.

The rupee yesterday 
nosedived 52 paise to hit 
a 14-month low of 66.90 
against the US dollar, the 
third biggest single-day 
fall for the domestic cur-
rency this year.

The Indian currency 
has been under steady 
pressure in recent weeks 
led by several factors, in-
cluding a downturn in 
liquidity from domestic 
equities.

The rupee has depre-
ciated by a steep 4.74 per 
cent this year so far after 
briefly revisiting a near 
3-year high in early Janu-
ary.

The Indian currency 
showed much resilience 
and managed to trade 
higher throughout the 
day despite headwinds, 
though it gave back some 
early gains towards the 
fag-end.

In the meantime, 

Mumbai, April 26 (PTI): Benchmark 
Nifty ended today’s session with a mod-
est gain of 47 points in see-saw trade, 
cheered by robust March-quarter results 
from private lender Yes Bank.

The April F&O derivative expiry day 
added to the volatility amid mixed global 
cues. Buying was led by FMCG, Private 
Banks, IT, Energy, Auto and Financial 
Service counters.

The 50-issue NSE Nifty ended at 
10,617.80, up 47.25 points, or 0.45 per 
cent, after shuttling between 10,628.40 
and 10,559.65. It saw an intra-day move-
ment of about 68.75 points. Globally, 
there was a mixed trend in Asia and a 
higher opening in Europe as robust cor-
porate earnings helped Wall Street calm 

concerns over the surge in US bond 
yields. On the sectoral front, FMCG rose 
by 1.18 per cent, followed by Private 
Bank 1.14 per cent, IT 0.97 per cent, Bank 
0.79 per cent, Energy 0.29 per cent, Auto 
0.27 per cent, Finance Service 0.14 per 
cent and Metal 0.03 per cent.

However, PSU Bank fell by 1.17 per 
cent, Realty 0.69 per cent, Pharma 0.05 
per cent and Media 0.02 per cent.

Major index gainers were Yes Bank 
8.35 per cent, HUL 2.20 per cent, TCS 
1.99 per cent, IndusInd Bank 1.85 per 
cent and Kotak Bank 1.53 per cent.

Losers included Bharti Infratel 2.87 
per cent, Lupin 2.70 per cent, Bharti Air-
tel 2.54 per cent, Wipro 2.02 per cent and 
Dr Reddy’s 1.94 per cent.

the dollar was holding 
steady near three-and-a-
half month highs against 
a basket of other major 
currencies, supported by 
higher Treasury yields as 
the US 10-year bond yield 
held above the 3 per cent 
level.

On the energy front, 
crude prices surged ahead 
largely due to growing 
concerns over supply 
disruptions in the Middle 
East and Venezuela.

Brent crude, an inter-
national benchmark, was 
trading higher at USD 
74.08 a barrel in early 
Asian trade.

The rupee took off on 
a positive note at 66.86 
from Wednesday’s close 
of 66.90 at the inter-bank 
foreign exchange (forex) 
market.

Maintaining its defen-
sive against the dollar, the 
local unit strengthened 
to a high of 66.69 in mid-
afternoon deals before 

ending at 66.75, showing 
a smart gain of 15 paise or 
0.22 per cent.

The RBI, meanwhile, 
fixed the reference rate for 
the dollar at 66.8299 and 
for the euro at 81.3788.

However, bond mar-
kets remained under im-
mense pressure for the 
second-straight day with 
the 10-year benchmark 
yield surging to 7.76 per 
cent from 7.74 per cent.

Meanwhile, domestic 
equities staged a strong 
rebound after a two-
day downtrend on good 
buying interest in select 
counters following en-
couraging earnings along 
with covering up of pend-
ing short positions by 
speculators due to expiry 
of the April derivatives 
contracts.

The dollar index, 
which measures the 
greenback’s value against 
a basket of six major cur-
rencies, was soft at 90.98 

era, Mediatek Quad Core 
processor and houses 
2670mAH battery.

The smartphones 
have been launched at a 
time when Gionee is go-
ing through restructuring 
in the country.

In the first quarter of 
2018, Gionee shipped an 
all-time low of 150,000 
units with shipments 
down 90 per cent year on 
year, said Counterpoint 
Research.

According to David 
Chang, Global Sales Di-
rector, Gionee India, 
the second-tier Chinese 
handset maker is geared 
up for a big splash in 
India with new smart-
phone launches amid a 
revamped strategy to be 
among the top five play-
ers in the country.

The smartphone 
maker said it will adopt 
a new business model 
under which distributors 
across the country would 
do their own marketing to 
enhance sales.

“India is becoming 
the second-largest mo-
bile phone market glo-
bally and, for Gionee, it is 
as important as China or 
the European market. It 
is our commitment to in-
vest further in this market 
to bring major change,” 
Chang told IANS in a re-
cent interview. 

He said the company 
will soon launch several 
other bezel-less smart-
phone within the price 
bracket of Rs 10,000-Rs 
15,000 -- essentially either 
selfie-focused or battery-
centric devices.

after briefly scaling to a 
fresh three-month tops of 
91.32.

In the cross currency 
trade, the rupee recovered 
against the pound ster-
ling to settle at 93.24 from 
overnight close of 93.31 
and recouped against the 
euro to finish at 81.32 as 
compared with 81.54.

The local unit also re-
bounded against the Jap-
anese yen to end at 61.18 
per 100 yens from 61.32 
earlier.

The pound sterling is 
trading marginally higher 
ahead of UK first-quarter 
GDP report on Friday 
despite political devel-
opment in the UK where 
the UK Prime Minister 
Theresa May is facing a 
tough call from the House 
of Lords.

In forward market to-
day, premium for dollar 
continued to slide owing 
to consistent receiving 
from exporters.

The benchmark six-
month forward premi-
um payable in August 
dropped to 82.50-84.50 
paise from 88-90 paise 
and the far-forward Feb-
ruary 2019 contract drift-
ed 210.50-212.50 paise

New Delhi, April 26 
(IANS): Automobile 
manufacturer Ford India 
on Thursday said it has 
launched the country’s 
first compact utility ve-
hicle (CUV) -- Ford Free-
style -- available in four 
variants across two fuel 
options.

According to Ford In-
dia, the Freestyle’s petrol 
variant is priced from Rs 
5.09 lakh to Rs 6.94 lakh, 
whereas the diesel pow-
ered version’s cost ranges 

between Rs 6.09 lakh and 
Rs 7.89 lakh. 

The automobile 
manufacturer said that 
the new vehicle comes 
paired with a three-cyl-
inder 1.2L TiVCT petrol 
engine which generates 
96 PS of peak power and 
120 Nm of torque.

“Consumers will con-
tinue to have a choice to 
opt for Ford’s trusted 1.5L 
TDCi diesel engine that 
generates class-leading 
100 PS peak power and 

215 Nm of torque,” the 
company said in a state-
ment.  The company said 
that both engine types 
are paired with an all-
new, five-speed manual 

transmission.
“The compact utility 

vehicle is yet another seg-
ment created by Ford and 
will complement our ex-
isting portfolio of capable 
SUVs like Ford EcoSport 
and Ford Endeavour,” 
said Anurag Mehrotra, 
President and Managing 
Director, Ford India.

New Ford Freestyle launched in New Delhi, on Thursday.

Director National Sales, Gionee India Alok Srivastava launches New 
Gionee (F205 and S11Lite) smartphones in New Delhi on Thursday.

PTI

PTI

New Delhi, April 26 
(IANS): Ending a brief 
hiatus amid restructur-
ing plans in India, Chi-
nese smartphone maker 
Gionee on Thursday 
launched two smart-
phones with better cam-
era specifications and Full 
View display in the coun-
try. While S11 Lite will cost 
Rs 13,999, F205 will be 
available for Rs 8,999.

“With features like 
face unlock, fingerprint 
shutter, bokeh and group 
selfies with backlight -- 
coupled with a ‘Full View’ 
display, we intend to es-
tablish connect with the 
youth and continue fulfill-
ing their requirements in 
the times to come,” Alok 
Shrivastava, Director-Na-
tional Sales, Gionee India, 
said in a statement.

Gionee S11 Lite with 
4GB RAM will compete 
with the successful Xiao-
mi Redmi Note 5 Pro.

S11 Lite comes with 
16MP selfie camera, a 
13MP+2MP dual rear 
camera, 3030mAh battery 
and 1.4GHz Qualcomm 
Snapdragon MSM8937 
octa-core processor. The 
internal storage is ex-
pandable up to 256GB via 
microSD card.

F205 (2GB RAM+16GB 
ROM) has 5MP selfie 
camera, 8MP rear cam-
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Equality Before Law
A

nother self-styled godman has been found 
guilty of raping a teenager. Fortunately, this 
time the disciples of the godman could not 
take the country hostage by indulging in vio-

lence. Unlike six months ago, when another godman 
was punished and his supporters got involved in large 
scale violence killing 21 people and damaging property 
worth crores, this time the law enforcing agencies were 
prepared and its timely actions foiled any attempt to 
create disturbances. It proves that if the government is 
determined to contain the hooligans, it can do it eas-
ily. But unfortunately in today’s India it has become a 
trend to see everything through a political prism. This is 
why Panchkula town was turned into a battlefield when 
Baba Ram Rahim was awarded life imprisonment and 
Jodhpur and other Rajasthan cities were peaceful dur-
ing the sentencing of Asaram Bapu. In the first case, 
the ruling party in Haryana was scared to take action 
against the trouble mongers fearing a dent in the vote 
bank. Quite ironically, the same party, which is ruling 
Rajasthan, gave maintenance of law and order top pri-
ority and prevented any damage to life and property.

Why did the government in two states acted differ-
ently despite the fact that both the states are governed 
by the same party? The answer is simple. The ruling 
Bharatiya Janata Party in Haryana earned a bad name 
for succumbing before a controversial religious head. 
It damaged its reputation badly. So the party was not 
in a mood to suffer the second setback within a span 
of six months, especially when Assembly elections are 
knocking at the door. This is probably the reason why 
the Rajasthan Government was pro active and took 
all possible measures to maintain peace in the state. It 
clearly proves that if the administration is non-biased, 
controlling law and order is no big deal. Miscreants 
are not so brave to take on an alert administration. But 
sadly it seems that the word non-partisan has been 
erased from the dictionary which our rulers are using. 
The trouble India is witnessing today is a result of un-
fair games played by the administration. This is why 
atrocities against the Dalits and minorities are on the 
rise. The perpetrators of such crimes are emboldened 
because they are certain that the administration will 
not take action. So they go on committing one crime 
after another. In other words, the criminals do not fear 
the law. As a result, India today is turning into a law-
less state. Incidents of Unnao and Kathua stand as a 
testimony to this fact. The criminals were sure that law 
will not be able to catch them. So they went on with 
their sinister designs. If today the perpetrators of those 
crimes are behind bars, it is because of the popular 
protests launched all over India by the right thinking 
people, not because of our rulers. The government was 
forced to take action against the criminals. In the case 
of Asaram Bapu, the same thing happened. People’s ire 
against violence and disturbances has forced the state 
and administration to act.

This is why vigilant citizens are pillars of democracy. 
Democracy can’t be strengthened by merely changing 
the government after every five years. Democracy is 
more than winning or losing elections. Democracy is 
unique because it provides equal justice to everyone. If 
those in power fail to provide equal justice to all, people 
will have to come forward to ensure that everyone re-
mains equal in the eyes of the law.     

Anjali Jaiswal & Amartya Awasthi  | IANS

Pushkar | thewire.in

God offers the true riches of wisdom to 
all who seek and follow Him.

Malcolm Muggeridge, the noted British journal-
ist and social critic, came to faith in Christ at 
the age of sixty. On his seventy-fifth birthday 
he offered twenty-five insightful observations 

about life. One said, “I never met a rich man who was 
happy, but I have only very occasionally met a poor man 
who did not want to become a rich man.”

Most of us would agree that money can’t make us 
happy, but we might like to have more so we can be 
sure.

King Solomon’s net worth has been estimated at 
more than two trillion US dollars. Although he was very 
wealthy, he knew that money had great limitations. Prov-
erbs 8 is based on his experience and offers “Wisdom’s 
Call” to all people. “I raise my voice to all mankind. . 
. . My mouth speaks what is true” (vv. 4–7). “Choose 
my instruction instead of silver, knowledge rather than 
choice gold, for wisdom is more precious than rubies, 
and nothing you desire can compare with her” (vv. 10–
11).

Wisdom says, “My fruit is better than fine gold; 
what I yield surpasses choice silver. I walk in the way of 
righteousness, along the paths of justice, bestowing a 
rich inheritance on those who love me and making their 
treasuries full” (vv. 19–21).

These are true riches indeed!

Lord, thank You for the riches of Your wisdom that 
guide our steps today.

DAILY
PATH

Wisdom’s 
Call

BIBLE READ:    PROVERBS 8:10–21
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Wisdom is more precious than rubies, and nothing 
you desire can compare with her. 

~  Proverbs 8:11

W
ith Earth Day top of mind this week, 
what do you think is among the top 
strategies for protecting the planet 
from climate change? Improving air 

conditioners? Yes, thats true for India and the 
world.

With rising income and heat levels in India, the 
demand for air conditioners is increasing. Though 
less than 10 percent of Indian households currently 
use air conditioners, sales are increasing by 10 to 15 
percent every year.

Sales of room air conditioners have skyrocketed 
from two million units in 2006 to approximately 30 
million units in 2017. These units burden electric 
grids with greater peak power demand, leading 
to higher fuel consumption by power plants and 
increasingly poor air quality. Increased air condi-
tioner use also exacerbates harmful climate change 
caused by emissions of carbon dioxide from power 
generation and the release of refrigerants, usually 
hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), potent heat trapping 
gases used in air conditioners.

To beat the heat without harming the environ-
ment, India is looking at a combination of strate-
gies, including climate-friendly air conditioners, 
cool roofs and energy efficient buildings. The En-
ergy and Resources Institute (TERI), the Natural 
Resources Defence Council (NRDC), and the Insti-
tute for Governance and Sustainable Development 
(IGSD) have partnered to examine strategies to 
improve air conditioning in a new report: “Cooling 
India With Less Warming: Affordable and Efficient 
Room Air Conditioners”.

In terms of both the refrigerant greenhouse 
gases and energy efficiency, improving air condi-
tioners offers major benefits. Leading AC manu-
facturers recognise the tremendous business op-
portunity and are aggressively working to increase 
market share.

In October 2016, 197 countries reached the his-
toric Kigali Amendment to the Montreal Protocol, 
to cap and then phase down production and con-
sumption of HFCs worldwide. HFCs have a thou-
sand times higher global warming potential than 
carbon dioxide, and phasing down HFCs is one of 
the greatest opportunities to stave off the worst ef-

fects of climate change.
The benefits of improved ACs are huge. In India 

alone, fulfilling the Kigali Amendment is expected 
to avoid the use of HFCs equivalent to between two 
and six billion tonnes of carbon dioxide through 
2050 -- about 20-25 per cent of which is likely to 
come from reductions in HFCs used for room ACs. 
India has an opportunity to avoid an additional 
950 million tonnes of HFC use through 2050, by 
phasing down faster. Manufacturers in India al-
ready offer ACs using refrigerants such as low glo-
bal warming potential (GWP) hydrocarbon HC-290 
(propane), with GWP 3, and transitional refrigerant 
HFC-32, with GWP 677, compared to the refriger-
ants HCFC-22 with GWP 1760 and HFC-410A with 
GWP 1924.

In addition to switching to better refrigerants, 
improving the energy efficiency of room ACs can 
deliver even more remarkable climate benefits. The 
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory (LBNL) es-
timates that if, by 2030, India’s AC stock improves 
in average efficiency by 30 per cent from 2015 lev-
els, annual carbon dioxide emissions will decrease 
by approximately 180 million tonnes per year -- 
equivalent to about 10 per cent of the carbon di-
oxide emissions reductions expected from India’s 
Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) to the 
Paris Agreement in that year.

More than 50 room AC models that meet the 
climate-friendly LBNL scenario -- Indian Seasonal 
Energy Efficiency Ratios (ISEERs) of 4.0 or greater 
-- are already in the market. These ACs include 
several using low-GWP refrigerant HC-290 (up to 
1.5 tons) and lower-GWP HFC-32 (up to 1.8 tons). 
The best room ACs as of April 2018 have already 
reached ISEER 5.8 and upwards in the market, sold 
by Daikin, Godrej, Panasonic, LG and Hitachi. Yet, 
more needs to be done to advance markets that im-
prove air conditioning.

Energy efficient and climate-friendly room ACs 
are just part of the solution. Passive cooling tech-
niques, such as using shading, ventilation, and cool 
roofs, homes built to energy conservation building 
codes, and adaptive thermal comfort strategies, 
will lessen dependence on mechanical cooling, 
saving energy and reducing pollution even before 
the AC turns on.

Six strategies have been suggested to advance 

climate-friendly ACs in India and globally. Some 
are already underway, but may benefit from high-
er ambition or better integration. Others require 
longer time frames, while some call for government 
or industry leadership. Consider:

* Opportunities under the Montreal Protocol. 
Phasing out HCFC-22 should continue, leapfrog-
ging traditional high-GWP HFCs in favour of the 
lower-GWP alternatives with funding support from 
the Montreal Protocol while also working with UN 
agencies to facilitate co-funding and/or financing 
energy efficiency upgrades.

* Energy Efficiency and Low-GWP Standards & 
Labels. The Bureau of Energy Efficiency Star Labe-
ling programme has succeeded in strengthening 
AC efficiency standards and labels by about 35 per 
cent since 2006, representing major cost and en-
ergy savings in India. One immediate opportunity, 
is to consider advancing the rate at which the Star 
Rating programme is strengthened to foster com-
petition and help consumers identify the most ef-
ficient ACs.

* Bulk Procurement Programmes. Bulk procure-
ment programmes, such as EESL’s AC programme, 
are revolutionising the landscape for high-efficien-
cy products, and a strategy to advance efficiency is 
encouraging lower-GWP refrigerants as part of the 
procurement process.

* Raising Consumer Awareness. Differentiating 
among room ACs with stronger efficiency stand-
ards, above ISEER 4.5, would help consumers iden-
tify the most energy-efficient room ACs as well as 
including GWP-based refrigerant labels to the Star 
Rating programme.

* Local Supply Chains and R&D. Leveraging pro-
grammes such as Make in India, the AC industry 
can work with the government to increase domes-
tic components used in room ACs.

* National Cooling Action Plans. India is devel-
oping a National Cooling Action Plan that brings 
cooling strategies together from more efficient AC 
designed, low-GWP refrigerants, and passive cool-
ing technologies.

(Anjali Jaiswal is the Senior Attorney and Director 
for India Initiative at NRDC. She can be contacted 

at ajaiswal@nrdc.org . Amartya Awasthi is 
a consultant at NRD. He can be contacted at 

aawasthi@nrdc.org )

I
ndia’s higher education sector is 
the largest in the world with a to-
tal enrolment of 35.7 million stu-
dents. According to the All India 

Survey of Higher Education 2016-17, 
there are 864 universities, 40,026 col-
leges and 11,669 stand-alone institu-
tions in the country. Additionally, All 
India Council for Technical Education 
(AICTE) data suggests that more than 
3,200 institutions award degrees in en-
gineering.

But there’s no doubt that the typi-
cal college, whether public or private; 
whether for arts, science, commerce or 
engineering, is mediocre. A college de-
gree from such an institution adds no 
value to a student’s career or life.

Private institutions – where 67.3% 
of India’s 35.7 million students are en-
rolled – are far more expensive than 
public institutions and burden stu-
dents with debt which most of them 
are unlikely to repay. Even after an ex-
pensive college education, the employ-
ability rate of most college graduates is 
<30%.

It is obvious that India’s higher edu-
cation is broken, but fixing it is not an 
easy task. However, one does get to 
hear the occasional good news of some 
of the rubbish, that has been weighing 
the sector down, getting eliminated.
Getting rid of junk
According to reports, engineering col-
leges across India have approached 
the AICTE to reduce student intake by 
approximately 1.3 lakh for BTech and 
MTech seats starting from the upcom-
ing academic year. Provisional data in-
dicates that 83 colleges accounting for 
a total of 24,000 seats have applied for 
closure; 494 colleges have sought per-
mission to discontinue some under-
graduate and postgraduate engineer-
ing programmes, in all affecting 42,000 
seats, and 639 colleges have requested 
AICTE to reduce their collective intake 
by 62,000 seats.

Management schools across the 
country give us more reasons to cel-
ebrate. Hundred and one manage-
ment institutes have sought voluntary 
closure from AICTE.  This number is 
higher than in previous years. In 2016-
17, 76 management institutes closed 
down while 66 institutes shut shop in 
2015-16.

Even government officials seem 
happy to see this happen. R Subrah-
manyam, Secretary, Higher Education, 
in the human resource development 
ministry, said, “We want to emphasise 
on good quality education and not just 
focus on numbers. It is good if sub-
standard institutions are voluntarily 

shutting down.”
The voluntary closure of hundreds 

of engineering and management in-
stitutions – perhaps all private insti-
tutions (even though reports do not 
specify this aspect) – gives the un-
fortunate illusion of a partial rescue 
of higher education in India when 
nothing of that sort is happening in 
reality. For the hundreds of junk and 
substandard colleges that shut shop, 
others replace them, hoping to enjoy 
a piece of the lucrative higher educa-
tion market. Estimates peg the worth 
of the Indian education market at ap-
proximately $100 billion, with higher 
education accounting for around 15% 
of that.

While hundreds of junk institutions 
have been shutting shop every year, 
many more continue to do well. What’s 
worse is that many have even gained 
credibility by employing clever market-
ing strategies. In a country where the 
numbers of young people seeking a 
college degree is high and continues to 
rise with time, the junk and nearly-junk 
colleges make merry at the expense of 
the students, who seem to not have 
enough viable options to turn to.
A liberal arts era?
From the above data, it looks like we 
may be approaching the end of an era 
where the craze for engineering and 
management degrees created condi-
tions conducive to a rapacious private 
sector in higher education. However, it 

seems likely that we may enter a “lib-
eral arts era”, which promises to be 
no less ruthless than the decades of 
exploitation of engineering/manage-
ment institutions.

In the coming years, it is likely that 
scores, if not hundreds, of new private 
institutions focusing on liberal arts 
will emerge, modelled on the likes of 
credible institutions such as Ashoka 
University, Azim Premji University and 
Ahmedabad University. Unlike them, 
however, these new private institutions 
will be predatory and play approxi-
mately the same role as their counter-
parts in the engineering/management 
era. Instead of junk engineering colleg-
es, we will have junk liberal arts institu-
tions whose contribution to the career 
and life choices of young Indians will 
be nil.
Better regulations
There is no doubt that private institu-
tions in the higher education sector 
must be reined in. The need of the hour 
is not more regulation, rather better 
regulation. To improve the higher edu-
cation sector, it is not necessary to halt 
the growth of the private sector but 
control it in a way that the number of 
junk and nearly-junk institutions is re-
duced drastically.

Among other options, the govern-
ment can consider going easy on the 
opening of private institutions but 
prompt in shutting down predatory 
ones. Such measures will encourage 

credible private providers and dis-
suade unscrupulous ones from setting 
up “businesses”.

The University Grants Commission 
and AICTE recently put up a list of 23 
fake universities and 279 fake technical 
institutes. This is just the tip of the ice-
berg. Overall, 77.8% of colleges in India 
are private. At least half of them, if not 
more, are likely to be junk or nearly-
junk institutions. And nearly 40% of 
all colleges in the country have <500 
students. Given this data, should such 
small colleges be even allowed to exist? 
It important for the governing bodies 
to re-examine the feasibility of running 
such colleges.

At the end of the day, while there are 
a few signs that India’s higher education 
sector can be rescued from its dismal 
depths, the onus is on the government 
to rescue India’s young population 
from a hopeless future. And given the 
declining numbers of students attend-
ing public institutions, it is obvious that 
it needs to pay greater attention to the 
private sector.

Of course, whether or not the gov-
ernment is willing and capable of play-
ing a regulatory role in managing the 
explosive growth of the private sector is 
another matter altogether.

(Pushkar (@PushHigherEd) is 
Director, The International Centre 
Goa (ICG). Dona Paula. The views 

expressed here are personal.)

Cooling India With Less Warming: 
Affordable, Efficient Air Conditioners

Will the Indian Government Save the Higher Education Sector?
While hundreds of junk institutions have been shutting shop every year, 
many more continue to do well. What’s worse is that many have even 
gained credibility by employing clever marketing strategies.
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Don’t be surprised 
if you have a desire to redecorate. The ce-
lestial energies have put you in the mood to 
rearrange your house a bit. Take care to not 

go overboard, Aries. You have a tendency to turn little 
projects into big ones. For now, content yourself with 
buying some flowering plants and perhaps new area 
rugs and throw pillows. Leave the kitchen and bath 
renovations for later.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Be sure to an-
swer all phone calls and open all letters and 
emails today, Taurus. You’re likely to receive 
some interesting news. You might get word 

from a former boss that you’d be perfect for a new po-
sition opening up in his or her office. Or perhaps an 
old lover makes tentative inquiries about renewing old 
bonds. Your eyebrows will rise in surprise at least once 
during this day. Expect the unexpected!

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Just as a watched 
pot never boils, so, too, do anxiously awaited 
checks or letters refuse to arrive in the mail, 
Gemini. Beyond double-checking that the 

person or company has your correct address, there isn’t 
much you can do but continue to wait. Trust that it will 
arrive shortly, and then your financial difficulties will 
be behind you.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): No doubt you’re 
feeling attractive and passionate today, Can-
cer. Don’t be surprised if a former lover gets 
in touch with you to try and rekindle the old 

flame. The attention is flattering, to be sure, but you’re 
unlikely to have any desire to pursue the relationship. 
You’re happy with what you have right now. And as they 
say, “If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.”

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): As you get older, 
you’re drawn more and more to spiritual 
matters, Leo. It isn’t so much that you’re em-
bracing any particular religion, more that 

you’re quite curious about the supernatural and some 
of the ancient arts. Take some time today to visit the li-
brary or bookstore and do some reading on the subject. 
You might want to form a study group with other like-
minded individuals.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Don’t hesitate to try 
something new today, Virgo. If you’ve thought 
about joining a book club or taking a class, do 
it today! You’re likely to meet some interesting 

people and enter a new social world. You might be ten-
tative at first, but you’ll find the group warm, friendly, 
and eager for your input. You’ll talk like old friends by 
the end of the second meeting. This is just the infusion 
of fun you need!

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You’re likely to feel 
optimistic and enthusiastic about life today, 
Libra. You might also feel especially sexy, a 
feeling you should definitely take advantage 

of! Why not plan a romantic evening with your loved 
one? Don’t hesitate to talk about your travel dreams 
over dinner. You never know, he or she just might share 
your dream. Before you know it, the two of you could 
be winging your way to exotic lands.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):  Today is full of 
possibilities, Scorpio. You could fall in love at 
first sight, or at least meet someone who cap-
tures your interest! You should be feeling espe-

cially loving, passionate, and eager to devote yourself to a 
worthy cause or creative activity. Don’t expect everything to 
fall into place right away. You could hit a few obstacles, but 
the ultimate result will be worth the bumps along the way.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You’re 
looking beautiful and feeling passionate, Sag-
ittarius. If only your passions could be recip-
rocated! Even though there may not be any-

one special in your life right now, that’s no reason to not 
treat yourself well. Go out for a nice meal or, better yet, 
order take-out and dine at home, complete with music, 
candles, and your finest china. You should appreciate 
yourself even if no one else does at the moment.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): This could 
be a frustrating day in the romance de-
partment, Capricorn. Communication is 
blocked at all levels. You’re anxious to speak 

with your loved one, but simply can’t reach him or her. 
Perhaps the phone system is malfunctioning or email is 
acting up. You feel as though the Universe is conspiring 
against you. Take heart. Your partner will contact you 
soon enough, and your reunion will be electric!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You have cer-
tainly felt better than you do today, Aquarius. 
We’ll pause here while you go and fetch the 
aspirin. The stomachache and headache are 

simply the result of recent overindulgence. Don’t worry 
- you’ll be fit as a fiddle by tomorrow morning. Next time 
someone offers you multiple helpings of food or drink, 
however, you might want to consider politely declining!

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You could be feel-
ing playful today, Pisces. Your romantic part-
ner will certainly appreciate your fun-loving 
mood. Why not plan a fun day together doing 

something other than your usual routine? Rather than 
dinner and a movie, how about lunch and a visit to a 
museum or art gallery? You have both been working 
very hard lately. Your relationship will benefit from 
an injection of spontaneity.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

M
ore and more companies, gov-
ernment agencies, educational 
institutions and philanthropic 
organisations are today in the 

grip of a new phenomenon. I’ve termed it 
‘metric fixation’. The key components of 
metric fixation are the belief that it is possi-
ble – and desirable – to replace professional 
judgment (acquired through personal ex-
perience and talent) with numerical indi-
cators of comparative performance based 
upon standardised data (metrics); and that 
the best way to motivate people within 
these organisations is by attaching rewards 
and penalties to their measured perform-
ance. 

The rewards can be monetary, in the 
form of pay for performance, say, or repu-
tational, in the form of college rankings, 
hospital ratings, surgical report cards and 
so on. But the most dramatic negative ef-
fect of metric fixation is its propensity to in-
centivise gaming: that is, encouraging pro-
fessionals to maximise the metrics in ways 
that are at odds with the larger purpose of 
the organisation. If the rate of major crimes 
in a district becomes the metric according 
to which police officers are promoted, then 
some officers will respond by simply not re-
cording crimes or downgrading them from 
major offences to misdemeanours. Or take 
the case of surgeons. When the metrics of 
success and failure are made public – af-
fecting their reputation and income – some 
surgeons will improve their metric scores 
by refusing to operate on patients with 
more complex problems, whose surgical 
outcomes are more likely to be negative. 
Who suffers? The patients who don’t get op-
erated upon.

When reward is tied to measured per-

formance, metric fixation invites just this 
sort of gaming. But metric fixation also 
leads to a variety of more subtle unintended 
negative consequences. These include goal 
displacement, which comes in many varie-
ties: when performance is judged by a few 
measures, and the stakes are high (keep-
ing one’s job, getting a pay rise or raising 
the stock price at the time that stock op-
tions are vested), people focus on satisfying 
those measures – often at the expense of 
other, more important organisational goals 
that are not measured. The best-known ex-
ample is ‘teaching to the test’, a widespread 
phenomenon that has distorted primary 
and secondary education in the United 
States since the adoption of the No Child 
Left Behind Act of 2001.

Short-termism is another negative. 
Measured performance encourages what 
the US sociologist Robert K Merton in 1936 
called ‘the imperious immediacy of inter-
ests … where the actor’s paramount con-
cern with the foreseen immediate conse-
quences excludes consideration of further 
or other consequences’. In short, advancing 
short-term goals at the expense of long-
range considerations. This problem is en-
demic to publicly traded corporations that 
sacrifice long-term research and develop-
ment, and the development of their staff, to 
the perceived imperatives of the quarterly 
report.

To the debit side of the ledger must also 
be added the transactional costs of metrics: 
the expenditure of employee time by those 
tasked with compiling and processing the 
metrics in the first place – not to mention 
the time required to actually read them. 
As the heterodox management consult-
ants Yves Morieux and Peter Tollman note 
in Six Simple Rules (2014), employees end 
up working longer and harder at activities 

that add little to the real productiveness of 
their organisation, while sapping their en-
thusiasm. In an attempt to staunch the flow 
of faulty metrics through gaming, cheating 
and goal diversion, organisations often in-
stitute a cascade of rules, even as comply-
ing with them further slows down the in-
stitution’s functioning and diminishes its 
efficiency.

Contrary to commonsense belief, at-
tempts to measure productivity through 
performance metrics discourage initiative, 
innovation and risk-taking. The intelligence 
analysts who ultimately located Osama bin 
Laden worked on the problem for years. 
If measured at any point, the productiv-
ity of those analysts would have been zero. 
Month after month, their failure rate was 
100 per cent, until they achieved success. 
From the perspective of the superiors, al-
lowing the analysts to work on the project 
for years involved a high degree of risk: the 
investment in time might not pan out. Yet 
really great achievements often depend on 
such risks.

The source of the trouble is that when 
people are judged by performance metrics 
they are incentivised to do what the metrics 
measure, and what the metrics measure will 
be some established goal. But that impedes 
innovation, which means doing something 
not yet established, indeed that hasn’t even 
been tried out. Innovation involves experi-
mentation. And experimentation includes 
the possibility, perhaps probability, of fail-
ure. At the same time, rewarding individu-
als for measured performance diminishes 
a sense of common purpose, as well as 
the social relationships that motivate co-
operation and effectiveness. Instead, such 
rewards promote competition.

Compelling people in an organisation 
to focus their efforts on a narrow range of 

measurable features degrades the experi-
ence of work. Subject to performance met-
rics, people are forced to focus on limited 
goals, imposed by others who might not 
understand the work that they do. Mental 
stimulation is dulled when people don’t 
decide the problems to be solved or how 
to solve them, and there is no excitement 
of venturing into the unknown because the 
unknown is beyond the measureable. The 
entrepreneurial element of human nature 
is stifled by metric fixation.

Organisations in thrall to metrics end 
up motivating those members of staff with 
greater initiative to move out of the main-
stream, where the culture of accountable 
performance prevails. Teachers move out 
of public schools to private and charter 
schools. Engineers move out of large cor-
porations to boutique firms. Enterprising 
government employees become consult-

ants. There is a healthy element to this, of 
course. But surely the large-scale organisa-
tions of our society are the poorer for driv-
ing out staff most likely to innovate and 
initiate. The more that work becomes a 
matter of filling in the boxes by which per-
formance is to be measured and rewarded, 
the more it will repel those who think out-
side the box.

Economists such as Dale Jorgenson of 
Harvard University, who specialise in meas-
uring economic productivity, report that in 
recent years the only increase in total-factor 
productivity in the US economy has been 
in the information technology-producing 
industries. The question that ought to be 
asked next, then, is to what extent the cul-
ture of metrics – with its costs in employee 
time, morale and initiative, and its promo-
tion of short-termism – has itself contrib-
uted to economic stagnation?

I
ndian Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited 
the UK last week (April 17-20) to participate in a 
multilateral Commonwealth summit and hold 
bilateral talks with British Prime Minister There-

sa May. This was Modi’s second visit to the UK in 2.5 
years and the first time in nearly a decade that an In-
dian prime minister had attended the biennial Com-
monwealth summit.

Although Modi’s participation in the Common-
wealth summit was partly due to the UK’s invitation 
as host, India’s aim to ‘step up’ its role in the Com-
monwealth could serve to enhance India-UK relations 
post-Brexit.

Bilateral
Right from the start it was clear that the UK intended 
to accord a special status to Modi, among the other 52 
leaders attending the Commonwealth summit. British 
foreign secretary Boris Johnson welcomed him on ar-
rival at London’s Heathrow Airport; Modi was one of 
only three heads of government to be granted an in-
dividual private audience with the Queen and he had 
two meetings with May.

The main agreement between the two countries 
was an India-UK Tech Partnership for the creation of 
high-value jobs and the promotion of trade and in-
vestment. A significant, though less-noticed, devel-
opment was the use of the term ‘Indo-Pacific’ in the 
bilateral joint statement. This highlighted that “a free 
and open Indo-Pacific area is in the interests of the 
UK, India and the international community”.

This term has gained currency in India and ‘like-
minded’ countries like Japan, the US and Australia 
concerned in varying degrees over China’s expanding 
influence in the region. This indicates growing bilater-
al consensus on the importance of this region as well 
as the freedom of navigation and overflight and ad-
herence to the rules of law. This takes place soon after 
May’s decision to refuse to officially endorse China’s 
Belt and Road Initiative during her visit to China last 
January, a project which India is staunchly opposed to.

Surprisingly, an MoU on the return of illegal immi-
grants was not signed; reportedly due to a failure to 
agree upon the number of returnees and the speed at 
which they would be required to be returned.

This visit was in marked contrast to Modi’s previ-

ous visit in November 2015. The reasons for this were 
clear. There was then no sign or sight of Brexit; the ref-
erendum for Britain to exit the EU (Brexit) took place 
seven months later – in June 2016, disrupting the UK’s 
energy and enthusiasm for boosting relations with 
India. In November 2015, Modi had been in office for 
just 18 months; it was the first bilateral visit of an In-
dian prime minister to the UK in nearly a decade; and 
there lay ahead an exciting domestic developmental 
agenda. This time round, India’s domestic political 
agenda held sway with five state elections and the next 
general elections less than 12 months away, about the 
same time as Brexit takes place. 

Commonwealth
Even though India’s first prime minister, Jawaharlal 
Nehru, played a key role in the creation of the modern 
Commonwealth, an international political and devel-
opment organisation, in 1949, India has largely con-
sidered it as a relic of empire and steeped in colonial 
legacy. As a result, the interest taken in the Common-
wealth by Indian governments has been sporadic and 
generally lukewarm.

For the past 8.5 years, Indian prime ministers have 
been absent from Commonwealth summits. But with 
the UK hosting the Commonwealth summit at Lan-
caster House and Windsor Palace, the British gov-
ernment made extraordinary efforts to seek Modi’s 
confirmation, including a letter from the Queen and 
a visit by Prince Charles to Delhi; largely as a result of 
which Modi provided an early confirmation.

India comprises over half the total Commonwealth 
of 2.4 billion people. More importantly, as the fastest-
growing large economy in the world expecting to over-
take the UK as the largest Commonwealth (and fifth 
largest global) economy later this year, India possess-
es a certain gravitas within the organisation. A recent 
report of the Commonwealth Secretariat recognised 
India’s key position in driving intra-Commonwealth 
trade and investment to over $1.5 trillion by 2020 and 
pointed out that intra-Commonwealth investment 
had seen a dramatic rise driven by India in recent 
years, as a leading recipient of greenfield Foreign Di-
rect Investment, more than doubling the amount it 
received over the last ten years.

India now seeks to ‘step up’ its role in the 
Commonwealth for four reasons:

First, as a prospective leader
With the UK seeking to provide new momentum and 
a sense of purpose to the Commonwealth, which 
Australia and Canada are unable to lead, there is a 
natural focus towards India. During the summit, In-
dia made clear that it is willing to ‘step up’ its role in 
the Commonwealth. It has announced the doubling 
of its contribution to the Commonwealth fund for 
technical cooperation to $2 million; raised $2.5 of $5 
million for the trade financing facility for small states; 
and doubled the country’s contribution to the Com-
monwealth offices of small states. India also aims to 
help build the capacity of the coastal nations through 
training programmes at the National Institute of Oce-
anography in Goa.

It is also unlikely that key political decisions, such 
as an attempt to bring back Zimbabwe to the Com-
monwealth fold, can now be made in the absence of 
India. Yet, India will shy away from any overt leader-
ship role for the time being, instead focusing on trade 
and investment promotion; the small states; and, im-
portantly, a key change in approach.

As India’s highly successful high commissioner to 
the UK, Yash Sinha, has pointedly written:

“While the advocacy agenda of the Common-
wealth has focused for too long on a prescriptive ap-
proach, we need to find a way to assist most member 
states in meeting their developmental goals through 
an institution building or capacity building approach, 
rather than a rights-based approach.”

Second, to enhance its global role and 
maximise its bilateral relations
The Commonwealth, virtually spanning the entire 
globe, has a membership of 53 countries, making it the 
third largest organisation after the United Nations and 
the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation. Of these, 19 
are located in Africa and 12 are littoral or island states 
of the Indian Ocean; a high proportion, 31 states, are 
small states with a population of 1.5 million or less.

In some of these states, India has no diplomatic 
presence; diplomatic contact usually takes place at 
the UN. As a rising great power seeking changes in 
international institutions, as made clear through In-
dia’s recent bruising but successful battle against the 
UK for the continued presence of an Indian judge at 
the International Court of Justice at the Hague, India 

seeks to reach out to these states to help it secure votes 
during key UN and other multilateral fora contests. It 
was notable that Modi had 12 bilateral meetings on 
the sidelines of the summit, nine of which were with 
leaders of small states.

Third, the absence of China
The fact that China is not and will never be a mem-
ber of the Commonwealth is a huge plus for the Modi 
government. Despite its recent ‘reset’ in bilateral ties, 
China has risen dramatically as India’s principal for-
eign and security challenge. India has real concerns 
over its territorial dispute with China and China’s 
expanding influence in South Asia and the Indian 
Ocean. Nonetheless, there is some concern that Pa-
kistan may seek to curb any Indian leadership role 
in the Commonwealth at the behest of its close ally 
China.

Fourth, Commonwealth-wide presence of the 
Indian diaspora
For the Modi government, the Indian diaspora is an 
important cultural, and potentially political, priority 
for its foreign policy, in contrast to previous govern-
ments. The fact that there are diaspora Indian com-
munities in virtually every Commonwealth country 
further underscores the importance of the Common-
wealth.

As India ‘steps up’ its role in the Commonwealth, 
India-UK relations post-Brexit are expected to be 
enhanced. For the next two years, the UK will be the 
chair-in-office of the Commonwealth till the next 
summit in Rwanda in 2020. India is expected to work 
closely with the UK on Commonwealth reforms and 
governance.

The UK sees India as one of its leading econom-
ic partners in the world post-Brexit. The first visit of 
Theresa May as prime minister outside the EU was 
to India in early November 2016. This also signifies 
an important power shift between the two countries 
– whereas earlier the UK was more important to In-
dia than India was to the UK, today the reverse is true, 
namely, that India has become more important to the 
UK than the UK is to India.

(Rahul Roy-Chaudhury is a Senior Fellow for South 
Asia at the International Institute for Strategic 

Studies (IISS) in London. )

Against Metrics: How Measuring Performance by Numbers Backfires

Modi’s Visit Signals Shifting Power Dynamics Between India and the UK 
India’s aim to step up its role in the Commonwealth could serve to enhance India-UK relations post Brexit.
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Centre returns Justice Joseph’s 
recommendation for reconsideration 

Mamata ‘killing’ democracy 
in West Bengal — BJP 

Our “real concern” is fair trial is conducted in Kathua case — SCMake rural posting must for 
fresh doctors — Vice President

Civilian killed 
by militants 
firing at police

Modi-Xi to have ‘heart-to-heart’ summit today 
to charter new course for Sino-India ties 

13 children killed as train hits school van

PTI

KM Joseph (FIle PHoto)

PTI

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath visits  Gorakhpur 
medical college to meet Kushinagar train accident victims on 
Thursday. 

Modi and Xi Jinping

New Delhi , Apr i l  26 
(IANS): The Central gov-
ernment on Thursday 
asked the top court col-
legium to reconsider its 
recommendation for the 
elevation of Uttarakhand 
High Court Chief Justice 
KM Joseph as a judge of 
the Supreme Court.

“The proposal for the 
reconsideration of the 
case of K.M. Joseph has 
the approval of President 
and Prime Minister,” said 
the letter sent to Chief 
Justice Dipak Misra by 
Union Law Minister Ravi 
Shankar Prasad. The let-
ter also communicated 
the President’s nod for the 
appointment of senior 
lawyer Indu Malhotra as a 
judge of the top court.

Top sources in the Law 
Ministry privy to the com-
munication said the gov-
ernment has invoked both 
the principle of seniority 
and the proportionality in 
returning the recommen-
dation of Justice Joseph for 
reconsideration more than 
three months after the top 
court collegium (on Janu-
ary 10, 2018) unanimously 
recommended his name 
for elevation.

The sources also took 
pains to try to clear the 
“campaign” that the gov-
ernment was standing in 

Wuhan, April 26 (PTI): 
After their first informal 
meeting at the Sabarmati 
Ashram of Mahatma Gan-
dhi in Gujarat in 2014, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping will have a 
two-day “heart-to-heart” 
summit from tomorrow at 
Wuhan, a favourite holiday 
spot of revolutionary leader 
Mao Zedong.

Xi will be hosting Modi 
for an informal summit 
where officials say the two 
leaders would spend most 
of time interacting with 
each other with one-on-
one conversations focuss-
ing on global, regional and 
bilateral issues.

The famous East Lake 
in the city where the two 
leaders would spend most 
of the time was a favourite 
holiday spot for Mao. The 
picturesque garden adja-
cent to the mighty Yangtze 
river is also where Mao 
used to enjoy his favourite 
pastime swimming.

The place has iconic 
holiday villa of Mao, which 
is now a memorial where 
Xi is expected to take Modi 
round.

At  t h e  Sa b a r m a t i 
Ashram in Ahmedabad 
and its surroundings, Modi 
was Xi’s guide to introduce 
the essence of Gandhi-
an thought, including his 

the way of the elevation 
of Justice Joseph because 
of his judgment against 
imposition of President’s 
rule in Uttarakhand.

Expressing “deep dis-
tress” over the “campaign”, 
the source asserted the 
government’s right to send 
back the collegium recom-
mendation for reconsid-
eration, contending that 
this right flowed from the 
1993 and 1998 judgements 
by the benches of nine 
judges each.

While sending back the 
recommendation for re-
consideration, the govern-

ment has also flagged the 
non-representation of SC/
STs in the top court judges. 
The Law Minister’s com-
munication to the CJI, the 
sources said, also held that 
Justice Joseph stands at 
number 42 in the seniority 
of High Court judges and 
there are 11 Chief Justices 
of different High Courts 
who are senior to him -- a 
clear suggestion that his 
elevation to the Supreme 
Court would be at their 
expense.

Describing Kerala High 
Court as a “comparatively 
small High Court” with 

a sanctioned strength of 
42 judges, the letter, the 
sources said, has pointed 
out that it - as a parent 
High Court - has, besides 
top court judge Justice Ku-
rian Joseph, the Chief Jus-
tices of three High Courts 
-- Justice K.M. Joseph 
himself (Uttarakhand), 
Justice T.B. Radhakrishnan 
(Chhattisgarh) and Justice 
Antony Dominic (Kerala).

Pointing to the dispro-
portionate representation 
the Kerala High Court has, 
the top source said that 
elevation of Justice K.M. 
Joseph to the apex court 

would further compound 
it. However, even if Justice 
K.M. Joseph is elevated to 
the Supreme Court - the 
number of judges in the 
higher judiciary hailing 
from Kerala High Court 
would remain the same 
and there is also the fact 
that Justice Kurian Joseph 
is retiring on November 29 
this year.

The Law Ministry also 
sought to buttress its reli-
ance on seniority criteria 
by relying on 1993 and 
1998 apex court judg-
ments, both which said, “...
Inter se seniority amongst 
judges in their High Court 
and their combined sen-
iority of All-India basis is 
of admitted significance in 
the matter of future pros-
pects”.

However, the top court 
collegium in its January 
10 meeting said: “The 
Collegium considers that 
at present Justice K.M. 
Joseph, who hails from 
Kerala High Court and 
is currently functioning 
as Chief Justice of Utta-
rakhand High Court, is 
more deserving and suit-
able in all respects than 
other Chief Justices and 
senior puisne Judges of 
High Courts for being ap-
pointed as Judges of the 
Supreme Court of India.”

Defending the segrega-
tion of the collegium’s rec-
ommendations by clear-
ing the name of senior 
Indu lawyer Malhotra and 
withholding that of Justice 
Joseph, the source said: 
“The government’s right 
to return recommenda-
tion for reconsideration 
can’t be withheld and that 
does not mean that other 
names are put on hold”.

Meanwhile, taking 
umbrage to the campaign 
unleashed by the Congress 
and a section of media, 
Minister Prasad, talking 
to the media in his office, 
on Thursday questioned 
the Congress’ credential 
to speak about the inde-
pendence of judiciary and 
the government attempt 
to influence it.

The whole record of 
the Congress is littered 
with repeated instances of 
superseding inconvenient 
judges and compromis-
ing the dignity of judici-
ary,” he said, citing past 
instances of junior judges 
superseding the seniors, 
like Justice H.R. Khanna, in 
the appointment of Chief 
Justice of India. Justice 
Khanna in ADM Jabalpur 
case had said that the fun-
damental rights could not 
be eclipsed even during an 
emergency.

New Delhi, April 26 (PTI): 
The BJP today alleged that 
West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee 
was “killing” democracy 
in the state by unleashing 
“violence” on its workers 
in the panchayat polls, as 
a delegation of party lead-
ers met the Vice President 
and the Home Minister to 
raise their concerns over 
such issues.

The BJP also presented 
relatives of its workers, 
who were killed in the al-
leged violence, and those 
injured, before the media, 
as its leaders accused the 
workers of the ruling Tri-
namool Congress and the 
police of colluding to stop 
opposition candidates 
from filing their nomina-
tions for the panchayat 
polls in West Bengal.

Union minister Babul 
Supriyo and other party 
leaders from the state, in-
cluding Mukul Roy, Rupa 
Ganguly and Rahul Sinha, 
hit out at the Mamata Ban-
erjee government.

Supriyo said that the 
state government was 
inching towards becoming 
a fit case for dismissal. He, 
however, insisted that his 
party would rather work 
to defeat the TMC in the 
polls.

Sinha said they do not 
want to make Banerjee a 
“martyr” and would defeat 

her in elections.
Roy alleged that Baner-

jee was a “killer of democ-
racy” and claimed that 
five BJP workers had been 
killed in attacks allegedly 
by TMC workers and hun-
dreds injured. They also 
showed video clips of the 
alleged violence.

In their memoran-
dum to Vice President M 
Venkaiah Naidu, the party 
said democracy in the 
state was reeling under 
the danger of complete 
breakdown of law and or-
der in the state.

“Mamata Banerjee-led 
TMC members are pre-
venting through force BJP 
workers from contesting 
the Panchayat polls. BJP 
members who filed their 
nominations have been 
intimidated, attacked with 
weapons, bombed, bludg-
eoned, knifed and even 
killed,” the memorandum 
said.

Democratic space in 
the state is shrinking and 
the Mamata government is 
trampling on democracy, it 
alleged.

The BJP said it also ap-
peals to the President to 
take cognizance of it, the 
memorandum said.

The BJP leaders also 
met Home Minister Ra-
jnath Singh and handed 
over a memorandum to 
him.

New Delhi, April 26 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court today 
said its “real concern” was 
to see that a fair trial was 
conducted in the Kathua 
case after the Bar Council 
of India said the lawyers’ 
body in the district had 
neither obstructed the 
Crime Branch from filing 
the charge sheet nor the 
advocate representing the 
victim’s family.

A bench headed by 
Chief Justice Dipak Mis-
ra said that if it finds the 
slightest possibility of lack 
of fair trial, it will transfer 
the case out of Kathua.

T h e  b e n c h ,  a l s o 
comprising Justices A 
M Khanwilkar and D Y 
Chandrachud, said the 
trial should be fair not only 
for the accused but also for 
the victim’s family and the 
protection to them and 
their lawyers should be 
ensured.

During the hearing, the 
apex court said the real 
issue in the matter was to 
have a fair trial in the case. 

The matter will be next 
heard on July 30.

At the outset, the Bar 
Council of India (BCI), filed 

New Delhi, April 26 (IANS): 
Mandatory rural posting 
for new doctors could be a 
solution for tackling short-
age of medical practition-
ers in rural areas, said Vice 
President M. Venkaiah 
Naidu on Thursday.

“A possible solution to 
address the shortage of 
doctors in rural areas could 
be mandatory posting of 
fresh MBBS graduates in 
rural areas before granting 
them their first promo-
tion,” said Naidu inaugu-
rating the 15th World Rural 
Health Conference here 
- the first time it is being 
held in India.

Advocating a collabora-
tive style to meet the short-
age of medical person-
nel and infrastructure in 
remote areas, he said: “It 
requires willingness and 
commitment on the part 
of doctors and paramedi-
cal personnel to serve in 
rural areas as most prefer 
to work in urban areas.”

The four-day interna-
tional conference, with the 
theme “Healing the Heart 
of Healthcare - Leaving 

no one behind”, is being 
organised by the Academy 
of Family Physicians of In-
dia (AFPI) under the aegis 
of World Organization of 
Family Doctors (WONCA).

About rural areas lag-
ging behind urban areas in 
terms of medical services, 
Naidu said: “I think the 
time has come for us in In-
dia to treat this unhealthy 
gap in providing preven-
tive and curative medical 
services in the rural areas 
on a war footing.” 

According to Rural 
Health Statistics 2016, 
about 4.6 per cent of func-
tional Primary Health 
Centres (PHCs) in India 
are un-electrified. In other 
words, over 38 million rural 
households are dependent 
on health facilities that 
have no electricity, he said. 

“We should also ex-
plore how efficiently we 
can utilize the expertise 
of AYUSH doctors in 
strengthening rural health 
care,” he said and noted 
that the rural-urban divide 
in terms of providing ef-
fective healthcare services 

is more pronounced in the 
low income and develop-
ing countries.

On the need for fam-
ily doctors, he said they 
provide primary and con-
tinuing care to the entire 
family within the commu-
nities addressing physical, 
psychological and social 
problems and coordinate 
full health care services 
with other specialists.

Rural WONCA chair-
person John Wynn said: 
“Rural health is major con-
cern across the globe and 
with majority of Indian 
population being in the 
rural, their health needs 
prime focus. The aim of the 
conference is to aspire for 
achieving Sustainable De-
velopment Goals by 2030.”

AFPI Organising Chair-
man and National Presi-
dent Raman Kumar said: 
“Government’s involve-
ment in framing researches 
and methods for amend-
ing the primary health 
structure will help not only 
improve health but also in 
overall development of the 
country.”

iconic Charkha where the 
Chinese leader, who has 
emerged as the power-
ful leader of the country 
with an unlimited tenure, 
tried his hand to operate 
Gandhiji’s most cherished 
symbol. It is now Xi’s turn 
at Wuhan.

The details of the in-
formal summit was not 
disclosed but officials said 
it included walks by the 
two leaders in the East 
Lake where they will have 
a boat ride and take walks 
just accompanied by their 
translators.

Modi, who arrives late 
this evening, will have re-
laxed meetings with Xi to-

morrow and the day after, 
which officials say could 
become a game-changer 
if they manage to reach 
consensus on finding the 
solution to the problems, 
including the way forward 
to resolve the boundary 
dispute and other vexed 
issues that bedevilled the 
ties.

Ahead of the summit, 
China said the arrange-
ments being made for Mo-
di’s stay in Wuhan would go 
beyond the expectations 
of the Indian side and the 
informal summit could be 
a new starting point.

Chinese Vice Foreign 
Minister Kong Xuanyou 

told the media this week 
that Modi will stay in a 
most comfortable place in 
Wuhan, without revealing 
the location citing security 
reasons. “This kind of one-
on-one is not often seen in 
other countries,” he added.

The upcoming summit 
will be an informal one, 
different from formal visits. 
The summit will be relaxed 
and friendly with rich for-
mat, he had said.

The two leaders will 
have strategic communica-
tion on the major changes 
in the international land-
scape unseen in more than 
100 years, Kong said in an 
apparent reference to ma-

jor changes taking place 
following US President 
Donald Trump’s aggres-
sive ‘America First’ policy 
threatening to undermine 
the process of globalisa-
tion under which India 
and China are the biggest 
beneficiaries.

They will have in-depth 
exchange of views on the 
issues of overarching long-
term and strategic impor-
tance in the bilateral rela-
tions, Kong said.

Officials on both sides 
played down speculation 
of any agreement to be 
reached between the two 
leaders saying that no such 
thing was on the table.

Modi and Xi will try to 
work out a general frame-
work for relations to move 
ahead without much of 
great expectations about 
the outcome, Indian of-
ficials said.

Conceived on the lines 
of the 1988 ice-breaking 
visit to China undertaken 
by the then prime minister 
Rajiv Gandhi and his far-
reaching talks with China’s 
paramount leader Deng Xi-
aoping setting a new tone 
for the relations post-1962 
war, Xi-Modi dialogue at 
Wuhan was aimed at a 
working a new paradigm 
for the bilateral relations 
for the next 15 years, they 
said.

Kushinagar (UP), April 26 
(PTI): Thirteen children on 
their way to school were 
killed today when a train 
rammed into their van 
at an unmanned railway 
crossing in Kushinagar, 
leaving blood-splattered 
bodies, water bottles 
and school bags strewn 
around.

Five others were injured 
as the Thawe-Kapatanganj 
passenger train hit the van 
carrying 25 people, mostly 
children from Divine Pub-
lic School, at 7 am.

Local  people who 
rushed to the level crossing 
gate at Behpurva, about 50 
km from Gorakhpur, saw 
bodies of children, aged 
between 8 and 10 lying 
about.

Some eyewitnesses said 
the driver, who is among 
the injured, tried to speed 
across the level crossing 
even when onlookers tried 

to draw his attention to the 
approaching train.

One eyewitness said 
that the van then got stuck 
in the middle of the rail 
tracks.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi said he was 
“deeply pained” over the 
accident action.

Congress president Ra-
hul Gandhi also expressed 
grief.

Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath, 
who reached Kushinagar 
to get a first-hand account, 
faced protests from the lo-
cal people.

An angry crowd at the 
accident spot raised slo-
gans against railway and 
local authorities. Some 
protesters squatted on the 
tracks demanding that rail-
way personnel should be 
posted at the unmanned 
crossing to avoid such ac-
cidents.

in a sealed cover, its en-
quiry report related to the 
alleged obstruction by law-
yers in the case at Kathua.

The BCI report has said 
that lawyers’ body had 
neither obstructed the 
Crime Branch of Jammu 
and Kashmir police from 
filing the charge sheet 
in the court concerned 
nor the lawyers had ob-
structed advocate Deep-
ika Singh Rajawat, who is 
representing the victim’s 
family, from appearing in 
the matter before the high 
court there.

The report also said 
that the demand of J&K 
High Court Bar Associa-
tion, Jammu and Kathua 
District Bar Association for 

a CBI probe in the matter 
appears to be justified.

Meanwhile, Advocate 
Shoeb Alam, appearing for 
the state, opposed the BCI’s 
report and maintained that 
the police team was heck-
led allegedly by lawyers 
due to which they could 
not file the charge sheet in 
the trial court.

Alam told the bench 
that the report of BCI can-
not be relied upon since no 
Crime branch officers, who 
were allegedly obstruct-
ed by agitating lawyers at 
Kathua, were heard.

He pointed out to the 
report of the high court 
and drew the attention to 
a separate report of a Dis-
trict Judge at Kathua and 

claimed that the report 
gives scathing finding of 
the “obstruction” of officers 
and justice administration 
system.

He pleaded the two pe-
titions related to the alleged 
misconduct of lawyers and 
prayer of the father of vic-
tim seeking transfer of the 
case to Chandigarh be kept 
separate to ensure that the 
matter is not sensation-
alised.

However, the bench 
observed,”let the main is-
sue be not missed. Fair 
investigation, fair trial, 
appropriate legal guid-
ance and representation 
of both the accused and 
the victim’s family has to 
be there.” 

Senior advocate Indira 
Jaising, appearing for the 
victim’s father, told the 
bench that the case and its 
trial should be monitored 
by the apex court.

The bench, however, 
said that fast tracking the 
trial doesn’t mean that 
proper opportunity was 
not granted in accordance 
with the procedure to the 
accused as well as the vic-
tim’s family. 

Srinagar, April 26 (PTI): A 
Shopian resident was killed 
today in firing by militants 
on a security forces check 
point in Anantnag district 
of Jammu and Kashmir, the 
police said.

The police and CRPF 
had established a check 
point at Lazibal in Anant-
nag on a tip off about 
movement of militants 
through the area, a police 
official said.

He said the security 
forces signaled a private 
car to stop for checking 
but the militants on board 
opened fire, hitting a civil-
ian. The civilian, identi-
fied as Shakeeb Shabir of 
Shopian, suffered a crtical 
bullet injury in the chest, 
the official said.

He said the 25-year-old 
man succumbed to inju-
ries while being rushed to 
a hospital here for treat-
ment.

An alert has been is-
sued across south Kashmir 
to track down the militants, 
he added.

The train was on way 
to Gorakhpur from Siwan. 
The gate 45 near Dudhi 
station falls in Railway’s 
Varanasi division.

An official spokesper-
son said the `gate mitra’ 
tried to stop the van from 
crossing the tracks, but 
failed.

The Kushinagar acci-
dent is the first mishap at 
an unmanned level cross-
ing this financial year. In 
2017-18, there were three 
such accidents. The railway 
network has 5,792 such 
crossings without gates 
regulating road traffic.

Adityanath told report-
ers in Kushinagar that the 
van driver appeared to be 
at fault.

He announced an ex-
gratia compensation of Rs 
2 lakh for the families of the 
victims. He said the state 
government will take strict 
action against those found 
responsible for the laxity.

The Railways also an-
nounced a compensation 
of Rs 2 lakh for the kin of 
each child killed in the ac-
cident.

The dead were identi-
fied as Hari Om (8), (8), 
Atiullah (10), Arshad (10), 
Anash (10), Qamran (8), 
Farhan (10), Sajida (10), 
Tamanna (8), Miraz (9), 
Muskan (9), Ravi (10), Tun-
nu (9) and Ragini (8).

UP Congress Legisla-
ture Party leader Ajay Singh 
Lallu also went to the ac-
cident site to supervise 
relief work. He demanded 
a compensation of Rs 50 
lakh for the families of each 
dead child.
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Ayatollah Ali Khamenei

PTI

Emmanuel Macron (File Photo)

Kim JongUn and Moon Jae-in

Khawaja Asif

Macron disses Trump; says 
he will scrap Iran deal

Kim and Moon to meet at military demarcation line before summit 

US warns migrant ‘caravan’ 
against trying to enter

China commissions new nuclear-capable 
intermediate-range ballistic missile into army 

Iran urges Muslims to withstand US ‘bullying’

US should not sanction India over defence 
deal with Russia — American lawmakers 

Pak foreign minister Asif disqualified 
by court for holding UAE work permit 

Return to Afghanistan from 
your ‘foreign safe havens’ 
— US to Taliban 

Washington, April 26 
(IANS): French President 
Emmanuel Macron in a 
thinly veiled attack on his 
US counterpart Donald 
Trump’s “America First 
agenda” denounced “ex-
treme nationalism” and 
“isolationism” and said 
that he believes that Wash-
ington will pull out of the 
Iran nuclear deal “for do-
mestic reasons”.

A day after showcasing 
his “bromance” with the 
US leader, Macron, while 
addressing a joint meeting 
of Congress on Wednes-
day, raised differences with 
Washington’s policies on 
global trade, Iran and the 
environment. 

He urged the US to en-
gage more with the world, 
step up the fight against 
climate change and stay 
in the Iran nuclear pact 
for now.

Macron said isolation-
ism, withdrawal and na-
tionalism “can be tempting 
to us as a temporary rem-
edy to our fears. 

But closing the door to 
the world will not stop the 
evolution of the world. It 
will not douse but inflame 
the fears of our citizens”, 
the Washington Post re-
ported.

He added: “We will not 

let the rampaging work of 
extreme nationalism shake 
a world full of hopes for 
greater prosperity. The US 
had invented multilateral-
ism and now needed to 
reinvent it.”

Talking about the Iran 
deal, Macron said: “My 
view is... that he will get rid 
of this deal on his own, for 
domestic reasons.” Trump 
has until May 12 to decide 
on the deal, which aimed 
to prevent Iran acquiring 
nuclear weapons. 

The US leader has long 
criticised the agreement as 
being too soft on Iran. He 
earlier said he will refuse 
to sign the next round of 
waivers unless the agree-

ment was amended to take 
a tougher stance, CNN re-
ported.

Macron’s remarks ap-
peared to be a concession 
that he may have failed 
to convince Trump to 
stay party to the agree-
ment during his three-day 
visit to Washington. The 
French leader said he be-
lieved there was “a big risk” 
Trump would leave.

He reaffirmed France’s 
commitment to the Iran 
accord, saying that both 
his country and the US 
had signed it along with 
China, Russia, Britain and 
Germany, plus the EU. 

“That is why we cannot 
say we should get rid of it 

like that”.
In reference to Trump 

having pulled out the US 
from the Paris climate 
change agreement, Ma-
cron said changes in the 
US stance on several world 
issues might work in the 
short term but were “very 
insane in the medium to 
long term”.

He said the Trump ad-
ministration was ignor-
ing scientific consensus 
on global warming but he 
remained optimistic that 
“one day the US will come 
back and join the Paris 
agreement”, which requires 
countries to limit the global 
rise in temperature attrib-
uted to emissions.

He cast a sceptical eye 
at Trump’s efforts to slap 
tariffs on imports from 
allies and undermine ex-
isting free-trade deals. To 
Macron, this bid to boost 
American manufacturing 
jobs at home was “coun-
terproductive and short-
sighted”.

The French President 
was given a three-minute 
standing ovation in the 
chamber. 

He hailed the “un-
breakable bonds” of the 
US and France, forged 
in “liberty, tolerance and 
equal rights”.

Seoul, April 26 (PTI/AFP): 
North Korea’s leader Kim 
Jong Un and the South’s 
president Moon Jae-in will 
meet at the Military De-
marcation Line that divides 
the peninsula for their 
summit Friday, Seoul said, 
in an occasion laden with 
symbolism.

Moon will greet his visi-
tor at the concrete blocks 
that mark the border be-
tween the two Koreas in 
the Demilitarized Zone, the 
chief of the South’s presi-
dential secretariat Im Jong-
seok said.

When Kim steps over 
the line he will become the 
first North Korean leader to 
set foot in the South since 
the Korean War ended 65 
years ago.

The meeting will be 
only the third of its kind, 
following summits in 
Pyongyang in 2000 and 
2007, and the high point 
so far of a rapid diplomatic 
rapprochement on the ten-
sion-wracked peninsula, 
ahead of a much-anticipat-
ed meeting between Kim 
and US President Donald 
Trump.

The North’s nuclear ar-
senal will be high on the 
agenda. Pyongyang has 
made rapid progress in its 
weapons technology under 
Kim, who inherited power 
from his father in 2011.

Last year it carried out 
its sixth nuclear blast, by far 
its most powerful to date, 
and launched missiles ca-

Washington, April 26 (PTI/
AFP): The US has threat-
ened to arrest around 100 
Central American migrants 
if they try to sneak in from 
the US-Mexico border 
where they have gathered, 
prompting President Don-
ald Trump to order troop 
reinforcements on the 
frontier.

Two busloads of mi-
grants arrived Tuesday in 
the border city of Mexi-
cali -- which sits opposite 
Calexico, California -- and 
paused for a rest stop be-
fore continuing on to Ti-
juana.

They are part of a cara-
van of more than 1,000 
people who set out from 
Mexico’s southern border 
on March 25.

Media coverage of the 
caravan triggered a flurry of 
furious tweets from Trump, 
who ordered thousands 
of National Guard troops 
to the border and called 
on Mexico to stop the mi-
grants.

As the issue exploded 

into a diplomatic row, or-
ganizers of the caravan 
quietly broke it up.

The Department of 
Homeland Security issued 
a stark warning Wednes-
day to the first 120 who 
arrived, including some 
50 minors.

“If you enter our coun-
try illegally, you have bro-
ken the law and will be 
referred for prosecution,” 
DHS Secretary Kirstjen 
Nielsen said.

Nielsen said those 
making false immigration 
claims or helping others to 
do so would also be pros-
ecuted.

Around 600 migrants 
are still traveling more or 
less together by hopping 
trains and taking buses.

The first two buses will 
be followed by three more, 
said organizer Irineo Mu-
jica of the migrant rights 
group People Without Bor-
ders.

Around 200 migrants 
will seek asylum in the 
United States, fleeing bru-

tal gang violence or po-
litical persecution in their 
home countries, he said.

A handful of them have 
already been granted US 
asylum, Mujica told AFP.

Others may try to cross 
into the US illegally.

“It’s hard to say, they 
don’t tell you (they plan 
to sneak over the border). 
Some will, but probably 
not right now. There’s too 
much pressure because of 
the troops Trump sent to 
the border,” he said.

The caravan is a year-
ly event held since 2010 
around Easter. Activists 
say its main goal is to raise 
awareness of the perils mi-
grants face, not actually to 
cross the border.

Ties between the Unit-
ed States and Mexico have 
been strained since Trump 
won the presidency in 2016 
on the back of a campaign 
heavy on anti-Mexican 
rhetoric and promises to 
build a wall on the two 
countries’ border and 
make Mexico pay for it.

Beijing, April 26 (PTI): China today said it 
has commissioned a new nuclear- capable 
intermediate-range ballistic missile that 
can carry out precision strikes against 
land- and sea-based targets into the Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army (PLA) Rocket Force.

The Dongfeng-26 has been commis-
sioned into the PLA Rocket Force, China’s 
Defence Ministry spokesman Wu Qian 
said at a media briefing here.

The missile was completely developed 
by the Chinese and will serve for nuclear 
strikes in short notice and conventional 
precision strikes against targets on land 
and large- and medium-sized warships, 
Wu said.

“China has not changed its defensive 
nuclear strategy nor the policy of no-first-
use of nuclear weapons,” he said.

While there is no official announce-
ment about the range of the missile, de-
fence experts say it is capable of hitting US 
military installations on Guam, the largest 
and southernmost of the Mariana Islands.

China has a range of missiles which 
can be fired at short notice.

The Dongfeng-21D land-based anti-
ship ballistic missile described as a “carrier 
killer” and the Dongfeng-16G convention-
al missile designed for precision strikes 
against key enemy targets can be fired at 
short notice.

Washington, April 26 (PTI): Top 
American lawmakers and experts 
have warned that imposition of 
sanctions on India under a newly-
enacted law if it buys the S-400 
air defence missile system from 
Russia could be disastrous for the 
Indo-US ties.

Countering America’s Ad-
versaries Through Sanctions Act 
(CAATSA), which was signed into 
law in August 2017 and went into 
effect in January this year, man-
dates the Trump administration to 
punish entities engaging in signifi-
cant transaction with the defence 
or intelligence sectors of Russia.

At an event on the Capitol Hill, 
experts and lawmakers warned 
that any imposition of sanctions 
on India, which is now a major de-
fence partner, could be disastrous 
for the bilateral relationship and 
as such there is an urgent need to 
prevent that from happening.

“I do think, it (CAATSA) is a 
serious issue that needs to be dealt. 
There needs to be a dialogue be-
tween the US and India. Our goal 
is not to sanction India, Congress-
man Joe Crowley, House Demo-
cratic Caucus Chairman, said at 
the US-India Friendship event.

“But given the kind of desta-
bilising activities Russia has been 
doing across the world in particu-
lar against democracies, it is im-
portant to slap sanctions against 
Russia,” he said.

“But when it comes to those 
third-party agreements I think 
there has to be dialogue between 
the US and India; understanding 
the needs that India has as a nation 
for self-defence as well that has to 
be taken into consideration, Crow-
ley said in response to a question.

India is currently in an advance 
stage of negotiations with Russia 
for five S-400 system worth an 
estimate USD 4.5 billion. 

The S-400 Triumf long-range 
air defence missile system has the 
capability to destroy incoming 
hostile aircraft, missiles and even 
drones at ranges of up to 400 km. 
The S-400 missile system can fire 
three types of missiles and simulta-
neously engage 36 targets, thereby 
creating a layered defence.

Flagging the issue, Nisha Desai 
Biswal, the former Assistant Secre-
tary of State for South and Central 
Asia and the current president of 
the US India Business Council said 
that CAATSA sanctions is some-

thing that members of Congress 
need to be “really critically aware” 
of and thinking through as they 
deal with the intention around the 
Russia Sanctions legislation.

“It is something that we are 
all mindful of and looking at very 
very carefully. But I do think that 
we need to acknowledge and ad-
dress the continuing importance 
for India of its relationship with 
Russia and how we how we man-
age the way forward on that issue, 
Biswal said.

CAATSA sanctions would 
“damage” US-India relationship, 
warned Keith Webster, who rep-
resented Pentagon in the Defense 
Trade and Technology Initiative 
(DTTI) in the previous Obama 
Administration. He is currently 
president of the defence and aero-
space export council US Chamber 
of Commerce.

Observing that the purpose of 
this legislation is certainly not to 
target India, Benjamin Schwartz 
who leads the US-India Business 
Council’s Defence and Aerospace 
programme, said one of the un-
intended consequences of two 
words significant transactions 
in that legislation is that it’s ex-

acerbated some of the concerns 
about the US as a reliable security 
provider.

The legislation says that if a 
significant transaction takes place 
with the Russian defence or intel-
ligence services that country or 
that entity is subject to potential 
US sanctions. There is a potential 
of a waiver to take place at the 
presidential level, Schwartz said.

I say this is unintended be-
cause the only country or at least 
the country that would benefit 
the very most from any type of 
sanctions from the United States 
on India would be Russia. So that 
was clearly not the intention of 
this legislation. I personally don’t 
think that the US Congress or the 
US government would ultimately 
follow through with that kind of 
situation because that wasn’t the 
intention of the legislation.” 

But one of the challenges that 
we faced in promoting US In-
dia defence relationship is dem-
onstrating that the US is a reli-
able partner of India. So all efforts 
should be on trying to eliminate 
any of the ambiguity or the uncer-
tainty that that legislative language 
may be creating, Schwartz said.

Islamabad, April 26 (PTI): 
Pakistan’s Foreign Minister 
Khawaja Asif was today dis-
qualified from holding of-
fice by the high court here 
for concealing details of 
his UAE work permit while 
contesting polls in 2013, in 
another major blow to the 
ruling PML-N party ahead 
of the general elections.

In an unanimous ver-
dict, a three-member spe-
cial bench of the Islamabad 
High Court ruled that Asif 
was not truthful and hon-
est and disqualified him 
under Article 62 (1) (f) of 
the Constitution. 

The petition was filed 
by Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PTI) leader Usman Dar, 
seeking disqualification of 
Asif for holding an Iqama 
(work permit) of the UAE.

Dar who lost election 
against Asif in 2013 had 
challenged the qualifi-
cation of Asif, 68, as the 
member of parliament for 
not declaring his job and 
salary while contesting the 
polls. Asif will be unable to 
hold public or party office 
for life after the verdict. 

Article 62, which sets 
the precondition for a 
member of parliament 
to be “sadiq and ameen” 
(honest and righteous), is 
the same provision under 
which former prime min-
siter Sharif was disquali-
fied on July 28, 2017, in the 
Panama Papers case.

Washington, April 26 
(PTI): The US today urged 
the Taliban to return to Af-
ghanistan from their “for-
eign safe havens” and turn 
their bullets and bombs 
into ballots.

The Taliban yester-
day announced the com-
mencement of their an-
nual spring offensive in the 
war-ravaged country, in an 
apparent rejection of calls 
for the militants to accept 
the Afghan government’s 
offer of peace talks.

Reacting to the Tali-
ban’s announcement, the 
Acting US Secretary of 
State John Sullivan said 
that there was no need 
for a new fighting season, 
and that it was time for the 
Taliban to participate in the 
country’s electoral process.

“As President Ghani 
recently said, the Taliban 
should turn their bullets 
and bombs into ballots. 
They should run for office. 
They should vote,” Sul-
livan said. “We encourage 
Taliban leaders to return 
to Afghanistan from their 
foreign safe havens and 
work constructively for 
Afghanistan’s future,” he 
said, apparently referring 
to the terror sanctuaries in 
neighbouring Pakistan. 

More violence will not 
bring peace and security to 
Afghanistan,” he said.

President Ghani, Sul-
livan said, recently extend-
ed an “historic invitation” 
to the Taliban to join the 
peace process.

“There is no need for a 
new fighting season. Still, 
the Taliban announced an-
other campaign of sense-
less violence targeting the 
democratically elected and 
internationally recognised 
Afghan government and 
their fellow Afghans,” he 
said. Sullivan said the US 
stands with the Afghan 
people in response to the 
Taliban’s announcement. 

“We support the brave 
Afghan security forces 
who are standing against 
the Taliban and terrorist 
groups that seek to destroy 
Afghan society. 

We commend the Af-
ghan people, who are car-
rying on their lives, raising 
families, attending uni-
versities, building busi-
nesses, preparing for elec-
tions, and strengthening 
their communities despite 
violence and continued 
bloodshed,” he said. 

The US-backed Afghan 
government is under pres-
sure to curb growing dead-
ly terror attacks. 

On Sunday, a suicide 
bomber blew himself up in 
a crowd outside a voter reg-
istration centre in Kabul, 
killing at least 60 people.

pable of reaching the US 
mainland, sending ten-
sions soaring as Kim and 
Trump traded personal 
insults and threats of war.

B u t  I m  w a r n e d : 
“Reaching a deal on denu-
clearisation at a time when 
North Korea’s nuclear and 
ICBM programmes have 
advanced greatly will be 
fundamentally different in 
nature from denuclearisa-
tion agreements reached in 
the 1990s and early 2000s.

“That’s what makes this 
summit all the more dif-
ficult,” he added.

“The difficult part is at 
what level the two leaders 
will be able to reach an 
agreement regarding (the 
North’s) willingness to de-
nuclearise,” he said, “and 
how it will be expressed 
in text”.

In the past, North Ko-

rean support for the “de-
nuclearisation of the Ko-
rean peninsula” have been 
code for the removal of US 
troops from the South and 
the end of its nuclear um-
brella over its security ally 
- prospects unthinkable in 
Washington.

In recent days Seoul 
has promoted the idea of a 
path towards a peace treaty 
to formally end the 1950-53 
Korean War, which stopped 
with a ceasefire, but Im did 
not mention the issue.

Reunions of families 
left divided by the conflict 
could also be discussed, 
and Moon has told Japa-
nese Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe that he would raise the 
emotive subject of Japa-
nese citizens kidnapped by 
the North’s agents.

Kim will be given a mili-
tary honour guard and the 

two leaders will walk to 
the Peace House, a glass 
and concrete building on 
the southern side of the 
truce village of Panmun-
jom where the summit will 
be held.

Kim will sign the guest 
book before the morn-
ing session starts, Im said, 
describing the occasion as 
a “summit for peace and 
prosperity on the Korean 
peninsula”. The delegations 
will have separate lunches, 
Im told a briefing, with 
the North’s group crossing 
back to their side of the 
border to eat.

Moon and Kim will to-
gether plant “a pine tree, 
which stands for peace and 
prosperity, on the MDL, 
which has symbolised con-
frontation and division 
over the past 65 years”, Im 
said.

Asif is one of top leaders 
of ruling Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz and his dis-
qualification is considered 
as another huge blow to 
the party ahead of elec-
tion scheduled to be held 
after June. Reacting to the 
verdict, Asif said he will 
challenge it in the Supreme 
Court. “I never concealed 
my iqama,” he said.

The PTI leader had 
urged the court to disqual-
ify Asif, stating that the 
Supreme Court has already 
disqualified Sharif last year 
for having an ‘Iqama’ of 
working in the company of 
his sons and not declaring 
his “receivable salary”.

The petitioner alleged 
that Asif had Unlimited 
Term Employment Con-
tract with International 

Mechanical and Electrical 
Co. He was hired as a full-
time employee in July, 2011 
and held various positions.

He claimed that Asif 
under the contract was to 
receive a monthly basic 
salary of AED 35,000 along 
with a monthly allowance 
of AED 15,000, which he 
did not declare.

During the hearing, Asif 
had submitted a letter from 
the company that he was 
not full time employee and 
only worked as a consult-
ant whose presence was 
not needed in the UAE, 
where the company is 
based. The bench, com-
prising Justice Athar Minal-
lah, Justice Aamer Farooq 
and Justice Mohsin Akhtar 
Kayani, had reserved the 
verdict on April 10.

Tehran, April 26 (IANS): Iranian 
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
on Thursday called on Muslims 
around the world to withstand what 
he deemed were “bullying” policies 
of the US.

“For about 40 years (since the 
establishment of the Islamic re-
public in 1979), the Iranian nation 
has resisted bullying attempts by 
arrogant powers thanks to the 
teachings of Holy Quran,” Xinhua 
news agency quoting Khamenei 
as saying.

He called for “solidarity” and 
“connection” among the world 
Muslims and asked them to refrain 
from making friends with “pagans” 
like Israel.

Khamenei said that “today ca-
lamities in Yemen, Afghanistan and 
Syria are the outcome of Muslims’ 
inaction vis-a-vis teachings of the 
Holy Quran”.



EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Friday, April 27, 2018

10
ENTERTAINMENT
Mirror

Rattle and Hum Music Society Nagaland called on the Chief Minister of Nagaland Neiphiu Rio to apprise him of the activities of the society, in particular 
the Handshake Concert. The society made special mention to express its gratitude to the Chief Minister for his patronage towards the success of the 
many editions of the concert, and how the platform had become a launching pad for many of the local musicians and cultural artist. The meeting further 
discussed plans and ways to promote the talents of the youth of Nagaland and the region.

Shailene Woodley’s ‘Adrift’ gets India release date
Actors Shailene Woodley and Sam Claflins romance drama “Adrift” will release in 
India on June 1. The film is being brought to India by PVR Pictures, read a statement 
issued to IANS.  According to variety.com, “Adrift” is based on the true story of two 
avid sailors who set out on a journey across the ocean. Tami Oldham (Woodley) and 
Richard Sharp (Claflin) couldn’t anticipate they would be sailing directly into one of 
the most catastrophic hurricanes in recorded history.  In the aftermath of the storm, 
Tami awakens to find Richard badly injured and their boat in ruins. With no hope for 
rescue, Tami must find the strength and determination to save herself and the only 
man she has ever loved. Baltasar Kormákur has helmed the film from a screenplay 
by Aaron Kandell, Jordan Kandell and David Branson Smith. It is based on the book 
“Red Sky in Mourning: A True Story of Love, Loss, and Survival at Sea”. (IANS)

Shirui Lily festival: Veronica 
Awungshi is Miss Spring 2018 

Humming with the CM

V
eronica Awungshi 
bagged the coveted 
Miss Spring 2018 
title during a night 
long state level 

beauty pageant held at Bakshi 
ground in Ukhrul town,84 km 
north east of Imphal on April 
25 Wednesday.

The beauty pageant - Miss 
Spring 2018 was organised as 

part of the five-day state level 
Shirui Lily festival at the hill 
town of Manipur. The festival 
aims to spread awareness 
about conservation of the 
endangered Shirui Lily and 
promote the district of Ukhrul 
as a tourist destination in 
Northeast.

Verocina went home richer 
as she was awarded a cheque 

of INR 2 lakh. This 21-year old 
Tangkhul girl who is currently 
studying in the national capital, 
is the daughter of one Somi 
Awungshi of T Hundung village 
in Ukhrul.

Meanwhile the best grace-
ful walk title was awarded to 
Danube Kangjam, best hair ti-
tle to Wungchanphy Lungleng, 
best personality title to Sushna 
Maibam and best arms and 
legs title to Sushma Longjam 
after the beautiful belles were 
scrutinised by a panel jury dur-
ing the show.

Altogether 15 beautiful girls 
from different communities 
settling in the state took part in 
the beauty and brain contest 
based on traditional Tangkhul 
concept of Laa Khganganui/
Ngala Khangayan.

The beauty pageant which 
also harps on the basic ele-
ments of Spring-rebirth, 
rejuvenate, re-growth, carries 
the substance of love, mod-
esty, purity and peace which is 
akin to the essence of a young 
maiden girl, according to the 
organiser of the show which 
feature de Asa  Kazingmei, 
fashion designer, Thotreichan 
Sasa, fashion stylist & choreog-
rapher, Hormung hair & make-
up artist. 

Meanwhile on the 3rd day 
of the Shirui Lily Festival, differ-
ent form of traditional dances 
including the traditional Maibi 
and Thougal Jagoi by state art-
ists with flavours from singers 
and musicians performs at the 
TNL ground in Ukhrul. Artistes 
from Assam also performed the 
famous Jhumur Dance.

Cultural troupe from 
Phaibung village presented 
a traditional dance while 
State Shumang Leela Council 
presented a Shumang Leela, a 
traditional courtyard play. Peo-
ple from different parts of the 
country and foreign nations are 
also visiting the festival.

The Shirui Lily festival will 
conclude on April 28. 

Our Correspondent

Syphilectomy is a three-member death 
metal band from Kohima. They were formed in early 2007 
with Toshi (bassist / vocalist) and Asetuo (guitarist) as a 
duo. They were joined by Akhrielie (drummer). 

The band released their first demo ‘Sadomasochistic 
Haemophilia’ in 2013 and was later signed by an Italian 
label called Death Metal Industry. The band then released 
their first EP ‘Circumcised Abominable Deformity’ in 
2014. 

The group was on a break for about one year and came 
together in 2011. Since then Syphilectomy has been active 
with a new drummer Adarsh. The band will be releasing 
their first full length album, “Epidemic Consummation” in 
May 2018. 

In today’s Rhythm of Love, Syphilectomy takes us 
through their musical journey.

EASTERN MIRROR: Tell us about how 
the band Syphilectomy was formed?

Syphilectomy: We started the 
band back in 2007... And like most 
band it started with some CD’s and 
cassette exchange. It was indeed a 
struggle at first because finding the 
right guy with the same musical inter-
est was a huge problem also taking 
into consideration the musical ability 
and dedication of each individual 
but we were fortunate enough to have 
worked with some good musician 
in the past. Especially Akhrielie who 
helped release our first Demo and 
EP. Currently Adharsh is filling in the 
drums for the band.

EASTERN MIRROR: How does the 
song writing process works for you? Do you have 
any influences? 

Syphilectomy: Basically most of the 
song writing is done by our guitarist. The entire 
structure of the track is first roughly constructed, 
arranged and we jam it out and add our own ideas 
accordingly to improve the overall sound. 
Of course we draw huge musical influence from 
bands like Devournment, Disgorge, Cephalotripsy, 
Kraanium, Cerebral Effusion etc

EASTERN MIRROR: How many gigs have you 
played? Which is the most memorable one?

Syphilectomy: We don’t usually keep track 
of gigs we have played so far...  But to mention few 
have played in cities like Bangalore, Hyderabad, 
Imphal, and dozens of local gigs.
Probably the most memorable gig might be War 
Sound (Gossaigaon, Assam). It was a sold out 
venue and we had some amazing time there. The 
hospitality, crowd everything was great. 

EASTERN MIRROR: What was the biggest chal-
lenge that you faced in your band’s career? How 
hard has it been for Syphilectomy to be where 
you are at the moment?

Syphilectomy: The biggest challenge no 

doubt is the financial situation of the 
band because it’s very hard to survive 
playing extreme music but passion kept 
us pushing through. 
It was indeed a huge struggle for us to 
have come this far, from getting signed 
to Death Metal Industry(Italy) to releas-
ing an EP and now after almost a gap of 
4 years we are all set and ready to release 
our full length album. It’s a dream come 
true and our tireless effort and endless 
endeavour made it all possible.

EASTERN MIRROR: Do you think 
death metal is facing a threat from 
more crowd friendly music in Naga-
land? 

Syphilectomy: Yeah unfortu-
nately but also we have to realise that 

musical tastes are highly personal and we can’t 
blame anyone for that. All we can do is continue 
making music and be hopeful that our fans keep 
supporting extreme music.

EASTERN MIRROR: Throw some light into your 
album “Epidemic Consummation” and also any 
gigs to follow with the release?

Syphilectomy: The album will feature 9 
original tracks. We are yet to announce the release 
date but the plan is to make it official in May. 
At the moment we don’t have any update on gigs 
but we are planning for the album tour very soon.

EASTERN MIRROR: What about your plans for 
the future? What do you want to achieve with the 
Syphilectomy?

Syphilectomy: Right now our main focus 
is to keep working hard, write new materials and 
see where that leads to. Maybe a European tour or 
Asian tour possibly in the near future if we have 
the right sponsorship. We have been planning for 
this for quite some time now, so...  Let’s hope for the 
best.
Getting signed to one of the major underground la-
bels, releasing more albums and touring the world 
would be a huge achievement for Syphilectomy.

Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern 
Mirror’s - Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as 
they share their  experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all 
connect to so Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

Little did we know

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

11 am 2pm 5 pm: Avengers: Infinity 
War (Eng) 3D
8 pm: Avengers : infinity war (Eng) 2D

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

EM Images

Veronica Awungshi
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Due to the tilt of the Earth’s rotation axis, different latitudes come directly under the Sun at different 
times of the year.

Trace fossils in section at Barmer, western Rajasthan

Screenshots from the android app for the Zero Shadow Day campaign.

ESA/Gaia/DPAC

Thar Desert was once ever tropical 
forest, new fossil discovery reveals

ESA releases richest star 
map ever of Milky Way

Elon Musk now wants to build a ‘cyborg dragon’ 5G to herald next wave of satellite communications — Report

A mobile app that can help you track Zero Shadow Days

Vasco-Da-Gama, April 
2 6  ( I n d i a  S c i e n c e 
Wire):Western Rajast-
han in the present age is 
wellknown for Thar Des-
ert. But this was not the 
case in the past. Indian re-
searchers have discovered 
a set of rare wood boring 
trace fossils in Barmerre-
gion which reveal that this 
area was under tropical 
forest and even had vast 
river network 55 million 
years ago.

A team of research-
ers from Jai Narain Vyas 
University, Jodhpur have 
found mayfly insect fossils. 
The rare almond-shaped 
‘trace fossils’of Astheno-
podichniumlignorum and 
J-shaped fossils of Asthe-
nopodichniumlithuani-
cum have been discovered 
for the first time in India 
in the Barmersandstone 
formations.

Fossils are preserved 
remains, impressions or 
traces of any past living or-
ganisms. These are records 
of evolutionary process. 
Trace fossils are non-body 
remains, which indicate 
the activity or behaviours 
of organisms like tracks, 
trail, impressions, bur-
rows, borings for resting, 
locomotion and respi-
rations etc. Mayflies are 
relatively primitive insects 
having delicate transpar-
ent wings and two or three 

Pune, April 26 (India Sci-
ence Wire): Astronomy, to 
many people, may seem 
like a subject far removed 
from their daily lives. 
When children ask us how 
we know so much about 
the Universe, we usually 
shrug our shoulders. How-
ever, many of facts that we 
learn in school about the 
Earth and the way it moves 
can indeed be deduced by 
children themselves using 
simple means.

The history of measur-
ing time and of navigation 
is pretty much the history 
of astronomy. How did we 
first figure out how to tell 
time, how to determine 
the cardinal directions at 
any given place, how to 
measure its latitude, how 
seasons are caused, or 
what the tilt of the rota-
tion axis is? More inter-
estingly, can we find out 
for ourselves, at home or 
at school, the way it was 
done centuries ago by dif-

ferent civilisations? 
Yes, we can. That is 

the aim of the Zero Shad-
ow Day (ZSD) campaign 
of the Public Outreach 
and Education Commit-
tee (POEC) of the Astro-
nomical Society of India.  
The committee is using 
the Zero Shadow Day to 
enable school children 
to understand all these 
questions using the shad-
ow cast by the Sun. The 
committee has collated 
all necessary information 
on ZSD on its website 
(http://bit.ly/zsd2018) 
and has also developed an 
android app called ‘ZSD’ 
to help find ZSD for spe-
cific locations. The app is 
available in many Indian 
languages. 

You may have noticed 
that south facing windows 
get direct sunlight in win-
ter, or if you have an east 
or west facing window, 
that the Sun does not rise 
or set at the same point 

every day. If you live in 
the northern part of India, 
you will even have noticed 
that the length of the day 
time is much shorter in 
winters. 

All of these, including 
the seasons themselves, 
happen because of the 
tilt of the Earth’s axis. Our 
equator is defined as be-
ing perpendicular to its 
rotation axis. However, 
this equator is inclined at 
23.5 degrees with respect 
to the Earth’s orbit around 
the Sun. Hence, our rota-
tion axis is also tilted at 
this angle from the axis 
of revolution around the 
Sun. Now, as the Earth 
rotates once a day, all stars 
as well as the Sun seem to 
rotate around us daily in 
paths that are parallel to 
our equator projected on 
the sky. 

However, because of 
the tilt of the axis, the dai-
ly path of the Sun slowly 
moves northwards and 

southwards over the pe-
riod of a year. Because the 
tilt angle is 23.5 degrees, 

the southern- most path of 
the Sun, at Winter Solstice 
around 22 December, is 

Chennai, Zero Shadow Day

24 Apr 12:07 GMT+05:30
18 Aug 12:13 GMT+05:30

13.08⁰ , 80.27⁰
from Equator : 1,452.18 km
from Tropic of Cancer : 1,149.32 km

23.5 degrees south of the 
equator. This means that 
on this day, the Sun will be 
directly overhead at noon 
for places on the Tropic of 
Capricorn at 23.5 degrees 
south latitude. Similarly, 
the path of the Sun on 
Summer Solstice around 
21 June is 23.5 degrees 
north of the equator. This 
means that the Sun is di-
rectly overhead at noon 
for places on the Tropic 
of Cancer at 23.5 degree 
N latitude. During spring 
and autumn equinoxes on 
20 March and 23 Septem-
ber respectively, the path 
of the Sun is exactly on the 
equator and hence will 
be directly overhead for 
places at 0 degree latitude. 
This journey of the Sun 
from Winter Solstice to 
Summer Solstice is called 
‘Uttarayan’ and the return 
journey is called ‘Dakshi-
nayan’.

In this annual journey, 
the location of the Sun 
when it is highest in the 
sky will not be directly 
overhead every day. In-
stead it will pass either a 
bit north or a bit south of 

the zenith, or the point 
directly overhead. If this is 
so, then any vertical pole 
will still cast a shadow 
even at local noon. It is 
only when the Sun is at 
the zenith itself that such 
a pole will cast no shadow. 
We know that the appar-
ent path of the Sun goes 
from 23.5 degrees south 
of our equator to 23.5 de-
grees north of it through 
the year. Therefore for all 
places on Earth which are 
between the Tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn, 
the Sun, when it is at its 
highest point in the sky 
at noon, will be directly 
overhead twice in the year 
– once during ‘Uttarayan’ 
and once during ‘Dakshi-
nayan’. These are called 
Zero Shadow Days or ZSDs 
for that location. 

The ZSDs progress 
northwards till 21 June and 
goes southwards thereaf-
ter. For example, it occurs 
on 15 April and 27 August 
in Kochi, 24 Apr and 18 
August for Chennai and 
Bengaluru, 9 May and 3 
August for Hyderabad, 15 
May and 28 July for Mum-
bai, 5 June and 7 July for 
Kolkata and 8 June and 4 
July for Indore (which is 
near the Tropic of Cancer).

If you live in Andaman 
& Nicobar, Kerala, Tamil 
Nadu, Lakshadweep, Pu-
ducherry, Karnataka, Te-
lengana, Andhra Pradesh, 
Goa, Maharashtra, Chhat-
tisgarh, Dadra and Nagar 
Haveli, Daman and Diu, 
or the southern parts of 
Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, 
Jharkhand, West Bengal, 
Tripura or Mizoram, you 
will get two Zero Shadow 
Days every year. For other 
locations which are above 
the Tropic of Cancer, the 
noon-time shadow will 
be shortest on 21 June, 
but not quite zero. Places 
along the Mangalore-Ben-
galuru-Chennai latitude 
experiencing ZSD (on 24 
Apr), which is currently 
moving northwards.

Understanding the 
motion of the Sun, the 
tilt of the Earth’s axis, and 
even how to tell time can 
all be done with just one 
equipment and which 
too is deceptively simple 
– a stick planted on the 
ground. Called shanku in 
Indian astronomy tradi-
tions, and gnomon in the 
west, such a stick and its 
variants have been used 
in every civilisation in the 
world for thousands of 
years. Many ancient as-
tronomers like Aryabhata, 
Varahamihira and Bhas-
kara had written about its 
usage. 

All you have to do is 
to drive a stick into the 
earth vertically on a level 
ground, and mark the tip 
of its shadow every hour 
or so. You will notice that 
shadow will keep growing 
taller or shorter, but will 
not completely disappear. 
From this experiment, 
students can determine 
the four cardinal direc-
tions and the exact time 
of the local noon. If you 
do this exercise for a few 
days preceding the ZSD 
for your location and for 
a few days following, you 
can see the length of the 
shortest shadow decreas-
ing to zero and increasing 
again. You can even do 
this along with a number 
of schools spread over a 
range of latitudes and see 
how ZSD crosses each of 
these schools day after 
day. In fact, by measuring 
the length of the shadow 
from two places at noon, 
the Greek astronomer 
Eratosthenes could de-
termine the diameter of 
the Earth itself, to an ac-
curacy of a few percent, 
more than 2,200 years 
ago. Another version of 
the shanku is a stick that 
is pointed towards the 
North Pole instead of be-
ing vertical. This is the 
basis of the enormous 
Nadivayala in Jantar Man-
tar in Jaipur as well. 

long filaments on the tail. 
Mayflies live close to water, 
where their aquatic larvae 
develop, whose presence 
is indicator of clean and 
unpolluted environment.

“These trace fossils 
are indicators of fluvial 
freshwater environment 
and tropical climate, and 
clearly endorse that large 
part of western Rajasthan 
was under tropical forest 
55 million year ago” Dr.V 
S Parihar, a member of the 
research team,told India 
Science Wire. The results 
of the study have been 
published in journal Cur-
rent Science.

The length of trace 
fossils found in the west-
ern Rajasthan ranges 
from a fewmillimetres to 
three centimetres, and 
theyare looselyto tightly 
packedtraces. These were 
shelter houses of mayfly 
nymphs or larvae living in 
a colony in wood logs or 
wood stems.The trace fos-
sils are well preserved in 
10-20 centimetrethick and 
about 0.3-1.2 meter long 
wood logs in fine-grained 
sandstones of 50 meter 
thick section. 

According to the re-
searchers, these trace 
fossils and structures are 

found in the clusters of 
millions of iron rinds pre-
served in Barmer sand-
stone formation. This 
sandstone formation is 
about 66 to 59.2 million 
years old (Palaeocene age) 
formation – a period just 
after the extinction of di-
nosaurs - in western Raja-
sthan at Gehun hills near 
Barmer.

Dr S.C. Mathur, senior 
researcher and team lead-
erexplained “the tropical 
region around the world 
has the highest diversity of 
life, but we know very little 
about tropical biodiversity 
in the past. Barmer Basin 

was a mega bio-diversity 
region of the world in Pa-
laeocene time. Our team 
has discovered many fos-
sils of dinosaurs, fishes, 
turtles, crocodiles, gastro-
pods and many trace fos-
sils in last one decade from 
various sandstone forma-
tions of Cretaceous-Pa-
leocene age from western 
Rajasthan. These findings 
tell us that the tropics were 
full of life and diversity 
even millions of years ago”.

These trace fossils are 
significant to ascertain 
how life was started and 
evolved after the mass 
extinction of species in-
cluding dinosaurs at the 
end of cretaceous period 
around 65 million years 
ago.This research also il-
lustrates the evidences of 
fluvial freshwater palaeo-
environment and tropical 
palaeo-climate indicating 
the presence of tropical 
forest and huge rivers net-
work. 

Scientists say the wood 
boring trace fossils of 
mayfly are rare and intact. 
These findings could help-
to unfold the past climate 
changes and track how 
the mayfly physiologically 
modified. It will also fa-
cilitate to understand that 
how this particular tropi-
cal region converted into 
the present Thar Desert 
region over the time.

Berlin, April 26 (IANS): The European 
Space Agency (ESA) has released the 
richest star catalogue to date, reveal-
ing previously unseen details of the 
Milky Way.

The new data released on Wednesday 
covers the period between July 25, 2014 
and May 23, 2016, pins down the posi-
tions of nearly 1.7 billion stars, and with 
a much greater precision, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

“For some of the brightest stars in the 
survey, the level of precision equates to 
Earth-bound observers being able to spot 
a Euro coin lying on the surface of the 
Moon,” according to the ESA.

The latest data release is the second 
of its kind produced by the ESA’s Gaia 
mission, whose goal is to chart a three-
dimensional map of the home galaxy, 

revealing in the process its composition, 
formation and evolution.

The first data release was published in 
2016, containing distances and motions 
of only two million stars.

The much awaited second release 
was expected to usher in a multitude of 
astronomical discoveries. 

An initial examination performed by 
the data consortium to validate the qual-
ity of the catalogue has already unveiled 
some promising surprises, including new 
insights on the evolution of stars, accord-
ing to the ESA.

“Scientists will be busy with this data 
for many years, and we are ready to be 
surprised by the avalanche of discoveries 
that will unlock the secrets of our Galaxy,” 
Fred Jansen, Gaia mission manager was 
quoted by the ESA as saying.

San Francisco, April 26 (IANS): It ap-
pears that SpaceXs “Dragon capsule” 
is set to be powered by Artificial Intel-
ligence (AI) and may offer a human-
brain interface via Neuralink, a tweet 
by SpaceX CEO Elon Musk has sug-
gested.

“Oh btw I’m building a cyborg 
dragon,” the tech mogul tweeted late 
on Wednesday.

Musk might just bring astronauts 
with Internet-powered super-intelli-
gence to space, Inverse reported.

There’s only one thing named 
“Dragon” in all of Musk’s companies -- 

‘Dragon’ spacecraft -- and it goes back 
and forth to the International Space 
Station (ISS).

SpaceX is currently aiming to build 
the Big Falcon Rocket, or BFR, which 
will be used to explore Mars -- a goal 
that Elon Musk hopes to accomplish 
by 2022.

BFR would be so large that it would 
have to be transported on an ocean-
going barge to Cape Canaveral, Florida, 
via the Panama Canal. 

According to Musk, SpaceX’s huge 
new rocket would be nearly 350 feet tall 
and span 30 feet in diameter.

New Delhi, April 25 (IANS): Aug-
menting 5G mobile networks with 
next-generation satellite capabili-
ties may help satellite operators be-
come a major player in the emerg-
ing 5G ecosystem, leading data and 
analytics company GlobalData said 
on Wednesday.

“The next generations of satel-
lites -- high throughput satellites 
(HTS) -- are being built on open 
architectures. They are much more 
flexible and easier to integrate into 
5G networks,” Glen Hunt, Principal 
Analyst Telecom Technology and 
Software Analyst at GlobalData, 

said in a statement.
“With HTS, satellite operators 

can expand beyond rural broad-
band and become an integral part 
of the 5G ecosystem,” Hunt added.

According to the company, slug-
gish speeds, high latency and lower 
reliability compared to traditional 
fibre and digital subscriber line 
(DSL) options have restricted satel-
lite’s role to being a provider last 
resort, relegated to serve ultra-rural 
areas beyond the reach of other 
technologies. 

However, with the advent of 
upgraded satellite technology, the 

capacity and performance require-
ments are expected to be addressed 
in the 5G era.

“HTS deployments are going to 
be dramatically less expensive than 
prior generations of satellite due to 
a combination of factors including 
new advances in launch vehicles, 
miniaturization of components 
and correspondingly lower power 
consumption,” Hunt said.

The standards governing true 5G 
services, likely to be ready to deploy 
by Q3 2018, are much more ‘satellite-
friendly’ than previous Long-Term 
Evolution (LTE) and 3G networks.



The Nagaland Sepaktakraw Women team participated in the 8thSepaktakraw Federation Cup 
(men and women) and won Bronze medal. The event, which was held from April 20 to the 22nd, 
was conducted at the Punjab University in Chandigarh. 
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Real Madrid's Marcelo (R) in action during the UEFA Champions League semifinals soccer match between Bayern Munich and Real 
Madrid at Allianz Arena, in Munich, Germany, 25 April 2018. 

AP/PTI

Kids play indoor football at Sportivo Pereyra de Barracas football club in Buenos Aires, on April 24, 
2018, where local artist Santiago Barbeito created a football version of Michelangelo's 'Creation of 
Adam'on the ceiling of the pitch.

Saikhom Mirabai Chanu and Khumukcham Sanjita Chanu.

Kicking down heights

Munich, April 26 (IANS):  A 
clinical Real Madrid came 
from behind to secure a 
vital 2-1 away victory over 
Bayern Munich in the first 
leg of the UEFA Champions 
League's semi-final here.

The "Bavarians" opened 
the scoring through Joshua 
Kimmich but their wasteful-
ness allowed Marcelo and 
Marco Asensio to turn the 
tides for Real on Wednes-
day, reports Xinhua news 
agency. Bayern suffered an 
unfavourable start, as Arjen 
Robben was forced off the 
pitch due to an injury just 
eight minutes into the duel.

It was a close affair but 
neither side were able to 
produce clear-cut oppor-
tunities in the opening pe-
riod. Things changed with 
the opener when Joshua 
Kimmich raced clear on 
the right wing, following a 
through ball from James Ro-
driguez, to beat Real goal-
keeper Keylor Navas in the 
8th minute.

The hosts remained on 
the front foot but neither 
Franck Ribery nor Robert 
Lewandowski was able to 
make the most of promising 
chances.

Things went from bad to 
worse when injured Jerome 
Boateng had to be replaced 
by Niklas Suele at the half 
hour mark.

Real punished Bayern's 
wastefulness before the 
half-time whistle as the 
hosts failed to clear a corner 
allowing Marcelo to ham-
mer home into the far post 
corner from the edge of the 
box in the 43rd minute.

Jupp Heynckes' men 

Real Madrid snatch 2-1 comeback win at Bayern Houston Rockets oust 
Timberwolves, James 
and Westbrook dominate

Sindhu, Srikanth, 
Saina, Prannoy in 
Badminton Asia 
C'ships quarters

At Argentina football club, 
Maradona is God, Messi is Adam

CWG gold medallists Mirabai Chanu and 
Sanjita Chanu get hero’s welcome in Manipur

BSF receives ultra-marathon 
runner Samir Singh at Kohima

Profligate Bayern in shock after loss to ruthless Real

CHAMPIONS 
LEAGUE 

were caught flat footed after 
the restart, as Real bounced 
back after Rafinah's mis-
placed pass gave Lucas 
Vasquez the chance to pass 
into the path of Marco Asen-
sio, who made no mistake to 
beat Bayern custodian Sven 
Ulreich in the 57th minute.

Bayern pressed for the 
equaliser but the German 
record champions lacked in 
accuracy to secure a much 
needed win on home turf.

With the result, Real Ma-
drid eye a third consecutive 
Champions League final. 
Bayern have to try an over-
turn in Madrid on Tuesday.

"I am very delighted 
with the win. It was a tough 
game for us especially in the 
opening period and the first 
half," Real Madrid coach 
Zinedine Zidane said.

"We needed some time 
to gain a foothold into the 
game. We opened the scor-
ing but gave away two easy 
goals. Besides, we left too 
many chances unused. We 
still have a second leg ahead 
of us," Bayern Munich 
coach Jupp Heynckes said. 

Bayern Munich players were 
left shaking their heads 
after Real Madrid made the 

most of their few opportunities 
to earn a 2-1 comeback victory 
in the Champions League semi-
final first leg on Wednesday.

The Bavarians, chasing a tre-
ble of titles, squandered a succes-
sion of good chances while the 
Spaniards were ruthless, scoring 
with Marcelo’s opportunist long-
range shot and catching the 
Germans on the break through 
Marco Asensio after a bad mis-
take by Bayern’s Rafinha.

“I don’t know how we man-

aged this,” Bayern’s Thomas 
Mueller told reporters. “We com-
pensated well after the early 
injuries (to Arjen Robben and 
Jerome Boateng) and we were 
really good.

 “But we were too naive and 
we did not make the chances we 
got, we just did not do it tonight. 
How Real did this is their thing 
but we certainly played our part 
in that.”

Robben went off after eight 
minutes and Boateng followed 
soon afterwards with a suspected 
adductor muscle injury.

“We had a lot of really, really 

good chances and in the Bundes-
liga we usually just say thank 
you,” Mueller said.

“Here maybe the importance 
of the game played a part. It hurts 
but it shows there is still some 
things to do in the second leg.”.

Bayern went close through 
Franck Ribery, Robert Lewan-
dowski and Mueller after Joshua 
Kimmich had put them ahead in 
the 28th minute.

The Germans have only 
themselves to blame for not kill-
ing off the game before Asensio 
scored the winner in the 57th 
minute to give Real a significant 

advantage for the return leg.
The Bavarians have been 

eliminated by Spanish clubs in 
the competition in the past four 
seasons, including Real last year.

“We did not convert our many 
chances and Real shot twice on 
goal and scored,” Kimmich said.

“Real threatened only twice 
and scored twice. We had eight 
or nine chances. So many huge 
chances we did not even have 
against Hanover 96 last week.”

“Now Real won 2-1, they are 
slight favourites but we will give 
it everything,” Kimmich added. 

(Reuters)

Buenos Aires, April 26 
(PTI/AFP): There is no 
question that football is a 
sort of religion in Argen-
tina.

And one of the foot-
ball-mad country's bright-
est stars, Diego Maradona, 
is known for his infamous 
" H a n d  o f  G o d "  g o a l 
against England in the 
1986 World Cup.

Now, on the ceiling of 

one club in Buenos Aires, 
in a painting modelled af-
ter Michelangelo's work in 
the Sistine Chapel, Mara-
dona is God, extending 
his hand to Adam -- Lionel 
Messi.

Argentina-born Pope 
Francis, an avowed foot-
ball fan, would certainly 
smile at the grand gesture 
made by the club Sportivo 
Pereyra, located in the 

Barracas district of the 
capital, where football 
and other team sports are 
played.

"For us, this pitch is 
our temple -- a sacred 
temple of football, and 
what better than to have a 
fresco on the ceiling that is 
worthy of a temple," coach 
Ricardo Elsegood told AFP.

"The Sistine Chapel 
has God and Adam, and 

the chapel of football has 
Messi and Maradona." 

In this version of Mi-
chelangelo's "Creation 
of Adam," instead of the 
angels surrounding God, 
other football stars are 
featured: Juan Riquelme, 
Gabriel Batistuta, Mario 
Kempes, Sergio Aguero, 
Claudio Caniggia, Ricardo 
Bochini and Ariel Ortega.

The players are clad in 
the classic blue and white 
striped jersey of Argen-
tina's national team.

The club, where many 
children play, is located 
in the southern part of 
Buenos Aires, not far from 
the stadium of the Boca 
Juniors, Argentina's most 
successful club.

"It's as if Maradona 
had bestowed upon Messi 
the gift of continued good 
football," explains the art-
ist who painted the work, 
Santiago Barbeito.

For Elsegood, it was a 
simple decision.

"We realized the ceil-
ing was rather dark. We 
thought at first of painting 
it blue with white clouds. 
But one day, the artist 
came and said it would be 
better to do it with Messi 
and Maradona," he said.

Houston, April 26 (AFP): 
James Harden scored 24 
points as the Houston 
Rockets booked their spot 
in the second round of the 
NBA playoffs by crushing 
the Minnesota Timber-
wolves 122-104 in game 
five on Wednesday.

Clint Capela scored a 
team-high 26 points and 
had 15 rebounds for the 
top seeded Rockets who 
pulled away in the third 
quarter to win their series 
four games to one.

"When I get that confi-
dence from my teammates 
there is no limit to what I 
can do," said Harden.

"We knew how tough 
this game was going to be. 
We wanted to continue to 
grind it out and came out 
with the win. In the second 
half we picked up our in-
tensity and won the game."

Elsewhere, LeBron 
James capped anoth-
er milestone night with 
a buzzer-beating three-
pointer that lifted the 
Cleveland Cavaliers to a 
98-95 win over Indiana and 
within one win of advanc-
ing in the playoffs.

Not to be outdone, Rus-
sell Westbrook scored 45 
points and the Oklahoma 
City Thunder came back 
from 25 points down in 
the second half to fight off 
elimination and beat the 
Utah Jazz 107-99.

Houston will now play 
the winner of the Utah-
Oklahoma City series, 
which the Jazz now lead 
3-2.

The Rockets are off to 
the second round for the 
second year in a row after 
eliminating the eighth-
seeded Timberwolves.

After scoring 22 points 
in Houston's 50-point third 
quarter in a game four rout 
on Monday, Harden tal-
lied half of Houston's 30 
points in the third quar-
ter on Wednesday to give 
Houston the lead for good.

Karl-Anthony Towns 
led the Timberwolves with 
23 points and 14 rebounds, 
and Jamal Crawford added 
20 points off the bench.
Houston's se ries clincher 
highlighted the Western 
Conference matchups 
but James provided the 
night's biggest individual 
fireworks.

In Cleveland, the vic-
tory gave the Cavs a 3-2 
lead in the best-of seven 
Eastern Conference series, 
which they'll try to finish 
off on Friday in Indianapo-
lis.

James blocked a driving 
Victor Oladipo's shot at the 
rim to keep the score tied 
at 95-95, keeping the Cavs 
alive and ensuring them 
the final possession with 
three seconds remaining.

Cleveland got the ball 
to their superstar, who 
dribbled in, pulled up at 
the top of the arc and fired 
over Thaddeus Young for 
his only three-pointer of 
the game.

James beat his chest 
in triumph, then jumped 
on the scorers' table to 
acknowledge the crowd.

He finished with 44 
points, 10 rebounds and 
eight assists, making all 15 
of his free throws.

His 21st playoff game 
of 40 points or more saw 
James move past Jerry 
West for second all-time 
on a list led by Michael 
Jordan with 38.

- Stay alive -
In Oklahoma City, the 
Thunder fended off elimi-
nation on the back of their 
superstar Westbrook, who 
scored 20 of his 45 points 
in the third quarter.

Westbrook also had 15 
rebounds and seven as-
sists. Paul George added 
34 points and eight re-
bounds.

Westbrook registered 
back-to-back three-point-
ers, then made a layup 
with five minutes left in 
the third quarter to cut 
Utah's lead to 73-60.

Westbrook's drained 
another three-pointer tied 
the game 78-78 heading 
into the fourth quarter.

Utah takes a 3-2 lead 
back to Salt Lake City for 
game six on Friday.

In Toronto, the Eastern 
Conference top seeds Rap-
tors moved within one vic-
tory of advancing, taking 
a 3-2 series lead over the 
Washington Wizards with 
a 108-98 home win.

D e M a r  D e R o z a n 
scored 32 points, Kyle 
Lowry added 17 as the 
Raptors bounced back 
from defeats in games 
three and four.

Delon Wright scored 16 
off the bench for Toronto, 
producing nine of their last 
14 points of the game.

Wuhan (China), April 26 
(IANS): It was a good day 
for India's singles players 
as P.V. Sindhu, Kidambi 
Srikanth, Saina Nehwal 
and H.S. Prannoy entered 
the quarter-finals of the 
Badminton Asia Cham-
pionships at the Wuhan 
Sports Centre here on 
Thursday.

Sindhu outplayed 
Chen Xiaoxin of China 21-
12, 21-15 Srikanth got bet-
ter of Hong Kong's Wong 
Wing Ki Vincent, who was 
retired at 7-2 in the first 
game. Saina and Prannoy 
defeated Gao Fangjie and 
Wang Tzu Wei respectively 
to advance.

World No. 12 Saina 
defeated Gao Fangjie of 
China in women's singles.

In the men's singles 
category, Srikanth, who 
held the World No. 1 rank-
ing for a week sealed the 
quarters berth in just four 
minutes when his oppo-
nent Vincent retired at 7-2 
in the first game. 

Prannoy bounced back 
from a game down to edge 
past Chinese Taipei's Wang 
Tzu Wei 16-21, 21-14, 21-12 
in a 56-minute match. 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, April 26 (EMN) : 
Two Manipuri weightlifters 
Saikhom Mirabai Chanu 
and Khumukcham Sanjita 
Chanu who made the In-
dia proud in the recently 
concluded 2018 Com-
monwealth Games at Gold 
Coast, breaking the event’s 
weightlifting records in the 
process, were accorded a 
hero’s welcome on their 
return home on Thursday.

At their arrival at the 
Imphal International air-

port around 9:30am, hun-
dreds of young weightlift-
ing players from Sports 
authority of India and the 
state's Youth Affairs and 
Sports department, be-
sides officials of weight-
lifting organisations, club 
members, well wishers, 
and family members wel-
comed the two gold med-
allists. 

Later they were driven 
to the Khuman Lampak 
sports complex in Imphal 
for a brief reception prior 

to their journey to their na-
tive villages Nongpok Kak-
ching and Thongju both in 
Imphal.

Speaking at the recep-
tion, Mirabai talked about 
the effort to attend regular 
training sessions at Khu-
man Lampak sports com-
plex under the guidance of 
coach L Anita Chanu and 
others.

“After all we may not 
be able to achieve without 
the blessing of our coaches 
and support of our par-
ents and guardians,” the 
23 years old medallist said. 
“We also need to be patient 
and work hard to achieve 
our targets and goals.”

Mirabai Chanu won 
India’s first gold medal, 
when she finished first in 
the women’s 48 kg weight-
lifting while her colleague 
Khumukcham Sanjita Cha-
nu won India’s second gold 
medal, finishing first in the 
women’s 53 kg weightlift-
ing finals.

Dimapur, April 26 (EMN): The 93rd bat-
talion of the Border Security Force (BSF) 
gave a warm welcome to ultra-marathon 
runner Samir Singh (45) of Kanaheda 
village in Madhya Pradesh following his 
arrival in Kohima on April 25.

According to a DIPR update, Singh 
has been running the marathon from 
Wagha border since Dec. 1 2017 which 
was flagged off by KK Sharma, DG of the 
BSF and sponsored by Bollywood actor 
Akshay Kumar. Singh has covered the 
coastline and the entire border of the na-
tion as a tribute to the martyrs of the BSF 
“Bharat Ke Veer.” 

According to a statement from BSF 
officials, the security force has decided 
to support the run and provide neces-

sary assistance including boarding and 
lodging to Samir Singh and his team of 
5-6 members wherever the BSF is sta-
tioned. 

Singh will be running 80-100 km 
per day including night hours. He has 
covered Amritsar, Ferozepur, Fazilka, 
Abohar, Sriganganager, Sirsa, Hissar and 
Rohtak, till Delhi in one week. He reached 
Aizawl on April 16 evening and reached 
Tuvai under Churachandpur district on 
April 21 and then to Imphal on April 24 
and reached Kohima on Wednesday. 

The runner's next destination will 
be Itanagar, Guwahati, Gangtok, Patna, 
Bareilly, Dehradun, Shimla, Manali, Leh, 
Kargil, Srinagar, and Jammu and will cul-
minate at Wagha after five months.

ACYA sporting event from today
Dimapur, April 26 (EMN): The Angami 
Catholic Youth Association of St. Francis 
de Sales of Kohima will be hosting the 
3rd ACYA sports event with the theme 
"I have fought a good fight. I have run 
the race" (2 Timothy 4 : 7 ) on April 27 

and the 28th, at the D khel ground and 
IG stadium in Kohima. A press note on 
Thursday informed about the event. 

The organisers have invited youth 
members and well-wishers to attend the 
two-day sporting event.


