
Tongpang Ozukum inspecting a site of repairs in Mokokchung town on April 25.
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Nagaland readies for mega earthquake drill  

Can there be a shared Naga future without forgiveness? — FNR
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PWD minister confident of 
completing road projects on time 

Gov. echos PM’s water conservation bit
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"Asaram has been sentenced to life im-
prisonment till natural death... Shilpi and 
Sharad have also been directed to pay Rs 
one lakh fine each," defence lawyer Sushma 
Dhara said. 

The 77-year-old godman and two others 
were convicted under Section 376D of the 
Indian Penal Code, the Protection of Chil-
dren from Sexual Offences (Pocso) Act and 
the Juvenile Justice (JJ) Act, the 474-page 
judgment said.

Dhara said an appeal would be filed in 
the Rajasthan High Court against the judg-
ment and for Asaram's bail. 

The defence lawyer said that Asaram ap-
peared normal in the court but became sad 
and worried when the court convicted him. 

The police chargesheet against Asaram 
and four co-accused was filed on November 
6, 2013, under the Pocso Act, the Juvenile 
Justice Act and the IPC.

Asaram is facing trial in another sexual 
assault case in Gujarat. 

The final arguments in the case were 
completed in the Jodhpur court on April 7, 
which reserved the order for Wednesday.

Asaram was arrested in 2013 after the 
teenage girl from Uttar Pradesh's Shahja-
hanpur, a Class 12 student at his Chhind-
wara Ashram in Madhya Pradesh, filed a 
complaint and accused him of rape at his 
ashram in Manai village on the Jodhpur 
outskirts on August 15, 2013. 

Asaram was arrested from Indore and 
brought to Jodhpur on September 1, 2013. 
He is under judicial custody since Septem-
ber 2, 2013. He was earlier denied bail by the 
Supreme Court.

Apprehending threat to law and order 
from the followers of Asaram, high security 
was in place in Jodhpur, with prohibitory 
orders enforced in the city.

The Home Ministry on Tuesday also is-
sued an advisory to Rajasthan, Gujarat and 
Haryana to step up security/ vigilance to 
prevent any untoward incident in the wake 
of court verdict.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Apr il  25 
(EMN): The minister for Pub-
lic Works department Tong-
pang Ozukum on Wednesday 
said that his department was 
confident about complet-
ing the major road repair 
projects across Nagaland 
within a stipulated timeline.

The minister made the 
statement during an on-spot 
inspection of road repair 
projects being undertaken 
by his department in Mokok-
chung. Ozukum, who toured 
work sites at different locali-
ties of Mokokchung on foot, 
said 'we are hopeful that 
the current road repairing 
projects projected by re-
spective division executive 
engineers of each district will 
be completed in sixty work-
ing days.'

The minister, who will 
be leaving for Tuensang and 
Noklak day after tomorrow 
to oversee other road repair-
ing projects, said he was 
planning to visit the other 
districts as well. He asserted 
that the road projects were 
progressing 'very well' in 
every district and that he was 
satisfied with the work he 

had recently inspected. 
“As the concerned minis-

ter I have concern for the en-
tire district. So according to 
the road project forwarded 
by the respective division 
executive engineers, accord-
ingly we are allotting the 
fund,” the minister said.

Out of INR 50 crore an-
nounced by Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio for the road 
revamping programme, INR 
25 crore have been released 
for the first phase and an-
other INR 25 crore will be 
released soon, the minister 
informed.

Since the projects were 
been implemented simulta-
neously in various locations, 
he said, there is a 'machin-
ery problem' faced by the 
department. “The machine 
that R&B department has 
at its deposal is not enough. 
So the department is hir-
ing machinery from private 
firms and also from the Me-
chanical department,” the 
minister said.

 The mechanical depart-
ment has provided 39 road 
rollers. However, most of 
the machines are old and 
the department is facing a 

lot of problems, he said. He 
observed that Traffic was 
another problem hampering 
the progress of work. “Where 
there is no traffic the road is 
much smoother and where 
there is traffic there are ups 
and downs in the work,” he 
said.

Ozukum also said if 
weather conditions are 
sunny, the work also will be 
expedited. 

Also, the minister vis-
ited ongoing road projects 
at Wokha today and com-
mented that progress was 
'satisfactory.'

The department's of-
ficials commented that after 
many years the department 
was taking up road projects 
'themselves' and that it was 
'very encouraging for em-
ployees to be visited by the 
minister for the first time to 
take firsthand information 
on the field.'

On other matters, of-
ficers have lamented land 
encroachment by private 
residents besides not giving 
way for free flow of water 
through their land 'which is 
wearing out the roads very 
easily.'

Dimapur, April 25 (EMN): The governor 
of Nagaland, PB Acharya, has suggested 
leaving aside funds from the Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) to be 
used for water conservation. The governor 
felt that the fund dispensation would be 
of help during monsoon seasons in that it 
would 'save villages from water shortage' 
besides boosting agricultural production.

The statement was contained in an 
update from Raj Bhavan on Wednesday. 
Acharaya was stated to have referred to 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi asking 
Panchayat establishments across the 
country to conserve rainwater and that 
they spend MNREGS funds for water 
conservation. 

"Governor Acharya stated that har-
vesting rainwater was the need of the hour 
and making the switch to an eco friendly 
rainwater harvesting system is neither 
complicated nor time consuming and will 
result in a wide range of benefits for rural 
areas," the Raj Bhavan update stated. 

The governor has urged "vibrant man-
power" institutions and organisations 
such as universities, the Northeast East 
Zone Cultural Centre, and the scouts and 
guides, the Red Cross, and ex-servicemen 

associations among others, to work with 
the village development boards (VDB) in 
said regard.   

Further, Acharya has lauded the chief 
minister of Nagaland Neiphiu Rio for 
'spelling series of measures' during an 
address at the VDB and village council 
conference on April  24 in Kohima. The 
governor is said to have "valued sugges-
tion" of the chief minister on the matter 
of penalising "non-performing VDBs for 
slow progress and poor project imple-
mentation" while rewarding "performing 
VDBs." 

"Transparency and accountability 
should be maintained for proper devel-
opment and economic transformation 
of all villages in the state," the Raj Bhavan 
handout stated.

Also, Acharya appreciated the decision 
to call back government employees from 
the boards 'as the literary percentage of 
the state at 78.55% indicated that all the 
1238 villages should have at least one non-
government employee who is educated 
and can execute the role.' He has called 
the VDB a role model for local self-govern-
ance and community participation. 

'This is the foundation for a vibrant 
democracy,' he was stated to have added.

Management Author-
ity (DDMA) of the state's 
eleven districts, govern-
mental departments, and 
the Civil Society. 

To educate stakehold-
ers, a table-top exercise 
was taken at the Adminis-
trative Training Institute 
on April 25. 

Johnny Rongmei, an 
official of the NSDMA, 
informed that the first si-
ren would be sounded at 
10 am for three minutes 
from the Police Head-
quarters and at the Secre-
tariat junction by the Fire 
& Emergency Services.

A press release from 
the NSDMA on Wednes-
day also informed that 
the following churches in 
Kohima are to ring their 
church bells for three 
minutes and a second 
bell after two minutes at 
10:00 am to announce the 
beginning of the drill: the 
Cathedral, Chakhesang 

Baptist Church Kitsubo-
zou, Christian Revival 
Church Kohima Village, 
Christ King Parish, Pera-
ciezie Baptist Church, 
Ao Baptist Arogo Para-
medical, St. Francis De 
Sales Parish (CPC) and 
the NBCC.

Following the first si-
ren, he said, immediately 
everyone will have to 
respond with the drop-
hold-and-cover,  and 
hold the position until 
the siren sounds for the 
second time. Simultane-
ously, at the second siren, 
personnel are to report 
to the State Emergency 
Operation Centre (SEOC) 
and staging area. The op-
erations, planning, and 
logistics sections along 
with unit leaders and re-
sources are to report to 
the staging area, at which 
the staging area's manag-
er will record all available 
resources namely per-

sonnel and equipments. 
Staging areas have 

been identified at vari-
ous locations at Kohima 
village while the relief 
area will be at Kohima 
College, Mezhür Higher 
Secondary School, Christ 
King Higher Secondary 
School; five residential 
houses at Choto Bosti; 
SIRD, the directorate of 
Employment; Art and 
Culture; School Educa-
tion; Youth Resources; 
Jack and Jill; the Naga 
Hospital, and at Oking 
Hospital.

The public have been 
i n f o r m e d  t h a t  t h e re 
might be disruptions in 
vehicular traffic in the 
town.

The public is  also 
asked not to panic but 
to be calm and observe 
the proceedings with se-
riousness. 

During the table-top 
exercise stakeholders 

highlighted the status of 
their preparations. Di-
rector General of Police 
Rupin Sharma has opined 
that the exercise should 
be a 'real simulated' drill 
for which risks and in-
conveniencies should be 
worth taking and that it 
would test how efficient 
the system is in case an 
actual emergency occurs. 

As Nagaland is seis-
mic zone-V and is vul-
nerable to earthquakes, 
landslide, flash-flood, 
t h u n d e r s t o r m ,  h a i l 
storm, forest fire etc., the 
state's government aims 
to make Nagaland a safer 
and a resilient society 
through events like the 
Nepex drill.

It was informed that 
all the districts will be 
sending their reports in 
the evening, following 
which an assessment on 
the 'disaster' would be 
compiled.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, April 25: The Forum for Naga 
Reconciliation (FNR) on Wednesday 
made known its future course of ac-
tion. It also posed a number of seri-
ous queries to the Naga people in the 
organisation's continued efforts to 
reconcile the Naga political groups, and 
its mission to act as a forum of dialogue 
for the people. 

A public interaction was held in 
Dimapur in the FNR's effort to take the 
process of reconciliation a step farther 
toward dialogue on the shared future of 
all the 'Nagas irrespective of borders.' 
The FNR had made its intention clear 
during the commemoration of Naga 
Day earlier in January on the theme 
‘Nagas without borders.’ Wednesday’s 
interactive session was part of its 
‘walking the Naga Day’ series of pro-
grammes that aim to achieve the three 
Cs—‘confidence, competence and 
community.’ 

Aküm Longchari, a member of the 
FNR, accepted the changed scenario in 
the past 10 years since the forum was 
formed. He said that the fighting had 
stopped but the reconciliation proc-

ess was not over as there cannot be a 
shared future without forgiveness. 

Longchari said: “Can there be a 
shared Naga future without forgive-
ness? I think that is the question that we 
need to ask ourselves. Is there a future 
without forgiveness? If we believe and 
agree that there is no future without for-
giveness then what is the value of our 
forgiveness. What are the values that we 
need to nurture and cultivate? What are 
the values that we need to nourish for 
the realisation of forgiveness and heal-
ing in the Naga context. And perhaps it 
is there that the future lies.”

Longchari recounted that the FNR 
was formed when violence was wide-
spread but through the reconciliation 
process and the commitment of the 
Naga political groups, the fighting 
declined. He said that the public's 
participation, however, had declined 
over the years too although the issue of 
reconciliation was still not yet over. This 
was the essential idea of his message: 
The Naga people are now struggling 
against fear and have become com-
placent with the current scenario. This 
has resulted in losing the struggle with 

fear, he said. Therefore, Longchari said, 
Walking the Naga Day is about building 
and recovering confidence, nurturing 
competence, and building communi-
ties without borders. 

Another leader of the forum, Dr. 
Wati Aier also recounted the formation 
of the FNR. He said that it was formed 
out of exigency with a particular objec-
tive: to bring an end to the factional kill-
ings. It was formed in Feb. 2008 which 
led to the signing of the Covenant of 
Reconciliation in June 13 2009. 

In order to sign the Covenant of 
Reconciliation he said that the FNR 
had to go around many times to dif-
ferent places even spending nights in 
the jungles to get the signatures done. 
“At one point I was somewhere in the 
border for forty nights and forty days. I 
was there waiting for the signatures to 
take place, ” he said. 

Along with the groups that signed 
the CoR they toured together the Naga 
inhabited areas ‘taking the message 
of reconciliation to the Naga people.’ 
“That‘s how slow but steady the fac-
tional feuds, the killing stopped. You 
can say totally ceased.”  As a result, he 

said, business flourished, and buildings 
started coming up. 

Initially it was a hard task to bring 
the groups together across the table 
and to make them participate in the 
various symbolic activities that were 
collectively performed. He said that if 
there was any kind of success, it was 
not the FNR's but the public's who gave 
support to the process of reconciliation 
wherever they toured. 

Describing the Naga political issue, 
social activist Niketu Iralu said that the 
Nagas have been on a ‘very important 
[and a] very difficult journey.’ The 
Nagas had ‘believed in the journey 
and the journey is so important for us. 
That is what is being reflected by all at 
present... yet the Nagas have reached 
a point where they are asking if some-
thing has gone wrong.' 

Iralu termed a very important step 
the current process of the FNR to initi-
ate dialogue with all sections of the so-
ciety. He recounted the ancient Greek 
dictum ‘know yourself’ and Socrates’ 
exposition of it—‘A life not examined is 
not worth living.’ He underscored that 
the maxim was very true even for the 

Nagas as a people who have struggled 
for an objective that was conceived 
together.  He articulated that as in life 
a struggle ‘not examined will also go 
hopelessly wrong.’ 

The intention of the FNR with the 
current process was to examine the 
Naga people’s ‘thinking and living,’  he 
claimed and that all were responsible 
for 'producing the present Naga soci-
ety with lot of things in a ruinous state’ 
presently. He advised that everyone 
should accept the common respon-
sibility instead of blaming each other. 
“We must restore the health of the proc-
esses of our struggle,” he said. 

The social activist said further that 
the Naga people had a ‘moral holiday 
from responsibility’ and that unless 
they claim responsibility for the current 
situation the future will not be better. 
Unless the practice of claiming that 
somebody else is more responsible 
ends, he said, ‘there is not going to be 
anything new in the Naga struggle.’ 

The FNR will be holding another 
interactive session in Kohima on April 
28 as part of its Walking the Naga Day 
series. 

Jodhpur, April 25 (IANS) A Special Court 
in Jodhpur on Wednesday convicted self-
styled godman Asaram for raping a minor 
girl at his ashram in Rajasthan in 2013 and 
sentenced him to a prison term for life till 
his natural death.

The judgment was pronounced by Spe-
cial Judge for Scheduled Caste and Sched-

uled Tribe cases, Madhu Sudan Sharma, in-
side the Jodhpur Central Jail, where Asaram 
is lodged.

The court also awarded 20 years in jail 
each to Asaram's warden Shilpi and associ-
ate Sharad. 

The court, however, acquitted Asaram's 
'sevadar' Shiva and cook Prakash.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, April 25 (EMN): 
The state of Nagaland 
along with Mizoram and 
Tripura is ready to con-
duct a mega drill simulta-
neously on April 26 simu-
lating a drill based on the 
Shillong Earthquake of 
1897 which hit Megha-
laya with a magnitude of 
8.7 on the Richter scale.

Dubbed the 'Nagaland 
emergency preparedness 
exercise' (Nepex), the drill 
is being organised by the 
Nagaland State Disaster 
Management Author-
ity (NSDMA) to gener-
ate publicity among the 
community and agencies 
in the state about how to 
establish mechanisms 
to effectively respond to 
emergencies.

The drill is being or-
ganised in collaboration 
with the District Disaster 
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Regional seminar at Kohima  
Science College
A regional seminar on ‘Natural resources, skill man-
power and development of Northeast’ will be held on 
April 30 at 10 am at Kohima Science College, Jotsoma. 
Governor of Assam, Prof. Jagdish Mukhi will deliver key-
note address while Governor of Nagaland, PB Acharya 
will deliver a valedictory address.

Municipal Affairs department  
convenes meeting with Kohima 
wards’ chairmen
Head of department, Directorate of Municipal Affairs, 
Dr. Toshimanen Ozukum has informed that there will be 
a meeting of all the chairmen of 19- wards of Kohima 
town on April 27 at 11 am in the conference hall-1 of 
the Directorate of Municipal Affairs. The meeting has 
been to discuss vehicle parking problem; traffic conges-
tion and municipal solid waste management. All the 
Chairmen of 19-wards have been requested to attend 
the meeting positively. It is also informed that if the 
chairman is unable to attend, the concern chairman 
may send representative.

Orientation prog. for legislators
Commissioner-Secretary N Benjamin Newmai has in-
formed that there will be an orientation programme for 
the legislators in regard to the parliamentary practices 
and information technology on May 15 and 16th at the 
Nagaland Legislative Assembly Secretariat. Governor 
PB Acharya will inaugurate the programme. All the leg-
islators have been requested to attend the programme 
positively. The NLA speaker has also invited all the 
AHODs and HODs to attend the programme.

SPUD to conduct annual  
general meeting
Sanglao Poaopong Union Dimapur (SPUD) has con-
vened its annual general meeting on April 28 at 9 
am at its treasurer’s resident, Diphupar ‘B’ village. All 
bonafide members are requested to attend the meet-
ing positively. Members who have not submitted their 
membership fee are also informed to submit the same.

Dimapur Khar students to have 
general meeting
The Khar Students Union Dimapur will be conducting a 
general meeting on April 28 at 10 am at its treasurer’s 
residence. Members have been asked to attend posi-
tively.

NMAP elects new team 
The New Market (Ser) Area Panchayat (NMAP) , Kohima 
has elected a new team for the tenure 2018-2022 
on April 8,  with Ruokuobizo Nyusou as chairman, 
Zerüüzo Suohu as vice chairman, K Selhou Yalietsu as 
general secretary, Neisazolie Khezhie as treasurer and 
Kuotsuwhelie Kehie as Advisor. The joint secretaries 
are Neikho Suosahie and Khrupavil  Hibo (Sector -1), 
Kezhalelie Sekhose and Keneipfhezo Solo (Sector-11) 
and Ropfü Meyase and Medosatuo (Sector-111).

Government officials seen here in meeting, on the issue of including persons with disability in the electoral process, in Kohima on April 25.

The retiring officers during the programme at the Secretariat conference hall in Kohima on April 25.

Officers discuss the Nagaland Emergency Preparedness Exercise  in Longleng on April 25. 
Forest protection personnel of Intanki National Park pose for the lens 
with the Bolero and the sintex, at the park.

Jamithung Lotha launching ‘Mission Wesen’ in Tuensang.

Dimapur, April 25 (EMN):  
Taking forward the 2018 Na-
tional Voter’s Day theme— 
‘accessible elections’—the 
establishment of the Chief  
Election Officer (CEO)  of 
Nagaland convened a state 
level meeting to discuss 
the issue of including per-
sons with disability in the 
electoral process, to devise 
a comprehensive strategy 
for the section. The metting 
was conducted at Hotel 
Japfu in Kohima on April 
25.  A DPIR report received 
here on Wednesday offered 
the updates.

Chairing the meet-
ing, CEO Nagaland Abhijit 
Sinha highlighted over the 
recently conducted elec-
tion relating to PwDs. He 
said efforts were made for 
providing easy accessible 
for the PwDs, providing 
wheel chairs, temporary 
ramps etc. in selected loca-
tions, despite of the her-
culean challenge they faced 
progress were seen.

Stating that it is neces-
sary to look at the consoli-
dated picture of outcomes, 
good practices including 
innovations and techno-
logical support, the existing 
barriers and addressing 
those barriers, CEO said the 
consultation will start from 
the district level and con-
solidation will emerge as 
we move up to the national 
level, CEO said.

Sinha appreciated and 
acknowledged the district 
election officer of Wokha for 
initiating the first of its kind 
‘polling station compris-
ing 100% entirely of PwDs’ 
besides with some more 
innovative steps. However, 
he expressed regret over the 
outdated survey data of the 
number of PwDs enrolled 
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till date which is very less for 
various reasons. 

Our society at many lev-
els side step PwDs for some 
reasons but he said ‘we still 
have a good time enough to 
utilize for the improvement 
of the PwDs.’ 

CEO urged depart-
ments, NGOs, stakeholders 
involved in PwDs to start 
revisiting, have intensive 
meetings and come up with 
innovative inputs and con-
crete points and propose 
their suggestions to the gov-
ernment. 

Additional CEO, N Moa 
Aier elaborated on SVEEP 
and electoral participation. 
He said seven cases were 
categorized at the initial 
stage for the PwDs but now 
it has been considered and 
increased it to 21 categories.  
He also urged the PwDs 
to take active part in the 
electioneering process as 
they are fully associated and 
counted so that they can 
contribute a major role in 
the election process. 

Deputy mission direc-
tor of SSA, L Khukiye Sema 
highlighted some of the 
consolidated statement of 
schools with and without 
barrier free access under 
SSA. He said 2066 schools 
including higher secondary 
are availing facilities like 

ramps, water, toilet, elec-
tricity, etc. till date.

The state disability 
commissioner, Dr. Atha Vi-
zol emphasized his views 
on the facilities provisions, 
aid and appliances, fund 
constraints, scholarships 
and monthly pensions for 
the PwDs. He said building 
by laws for the PwDs is yet 
to be completed in so many 
public sectors. 

DEO Wokha, Manazir 
Jeelani Samoon shared his 
experience and presented a 
slide show on the last elec-
tion manning the polling 
station and introducing the 
100% PwDs polling station. 
With the motto ‘No voters to 
be left behind,’ in which all 
categories of voters have to 
be engaged in electoral par-
ticipation. In this context, 
he said inclusion of person 
with disabilities is an impor-
tant focus area. 

Christina from Deaf 
Ministry spoke on the im-
portance of sign language 
and explained the hardship 
face by them in communi-
cating which turns out to 
be a major barrier for them 
to socialize.

PwDs icon suggests 
for better inclusion in 
electoral process 
State Icon for PwDs, Di-

ethono Nakhro in her sug-
gestion for better inclusion 
of persons with disabilities 
in electoral process, said 
CEO or DEO websites 
must strictly comply with 
Web Content Accessibility 
Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0 – 
Level AA by the W3C; docu-
ments or circulars, audio 
visuals, apps, etc, concern-
ing election or voter matters 
need to meet accessibility 
standards; voter facilitation 
centres need to be in acces-
sible formats; assistants or 
scribes for filling up forms 
for persons with disabilities 
should also be considered; 
besides Braille script and 
sign language, multi-media 
accessible awareness ma-
terial on election process 
needs to incorporate cap-
tions (text versions) as well 
according to Web accessi-
bility guidelines; and more 
special camps must be held 
for enrolment and sensi-
tisation of PwDs, training 
of all personnel involved 
in the process needs to be 
stepped up. 

She also recommended 
that there should be better 
collaboration with non-
partisan disability experts; 
disabled people’s organisa-
tions, and NGOs and in-
dividuals in the disability 
sector for proper training of 

Dimapur, April 25 (EMN): 
The executive council of 
the Nagaland Secretariat 
Service Association (NSSA) 
conducted a programme 
for retiring NSS officers on 
April 25 at the Secretariat 
Conference Hall in Kohima. 
Updates from the DIPR in-
formed about the event.

Among the retiring of-
ficers included three sec-
retaries, seven additional 
secretaries, ten joint secre-
taries, two deputy secretar-
ies, and one under secretary.

On behalf of the retir-
ing officers, secretary of 
Home, C Kikon gave a fare-
well speech. Kikon said that 
‘attaining retirement is the 
greatest achievement for a 
government servant.’ Giv-
ing gratefulness to the Al-
mighty, he said that it is 
all possible by the grace of 
God. 

Expressing satisfaction 
and happiness on his at-
tainment of retirement, 

Dimapur, April 25 (EMN): 
The directorate of Health 
and Family Welfare has 
directed the state’s capi-
tal food-testing team, the  
State Public Health Labo-
ratory, to test food ‘on the 
spot.’ 
         A press release from Dr. 
Meguosielie Kire, principal 
director and additional 
food safety commissioner, 
served the order to the 
authority in concern on 
Wednesday.

The press release stat-
ed that, the central sec-
tor scheme Food Safety on 
Wheels- mobile food test-
ing laboratory starts from 

April in phase wise manner 
in all the districts.  

Kire informed all the 
authorities in concern to 
cooperate and assist the 
food testing team. He di-
rected them to assist the 
team within its jurisdiction 
for proper implementation 
of the food testing activities 
in checking adulterants in 
food items in the interest of 
public health. 

The action plan shall be 
carried out in coordination 
with the district adminis-
tration, police, designated 
officer (CMOs), food safety 
officers and food business 
operators, it informed.

Dimapur, April 25 (EMN): 
The Confederation of Chang 
Students’ Union (CCSU) has 
launched a mission called 
‘Mission Wesen,’ informed 
to be a ‘progressive assess-
ment of children,’ on April 
25 at the CBLT resource 
centre in Tuensang. 

A press release from 
CCSU on Wednesday in-
formed that the mission 
was primarily launched for 
12 government primary 
schools of Chang jurisdic-
tion.

The vision was to pro-

duce qualitative education 
as their educational survey 
showed that reading simple 
sentences or solving basic 
arithmetic still remained 
a challenge for many stu-
dents within Chang ju-
risdiction. The education 
board of CCSU will set the 
syllabus for the academic 
year and will conduct ex-
ams for Classes 1 to 3, it 
informed. 

The CCSU appealed all 
the citizens to support the 
mission so as to achieve the 
core purpose of the mission. 

Dimapur, April 25 (EMN): 
The director of Intanki Na-
tional Park (INP) inspected 
the headquaters of ‘A’ range 
at Beisumpuikam and ‘B’ 
range at Athibung on April 
25. A press release from the 
forest establishment on 
Wednesday informed that 
during his visit, the direc-
tor handed over a Bolero 
camper, generator, and sin-
tex to each range. 

The updates informed 
that the director lauded 
both the principal secre-
tary and PCCF & HoFF of 

the department of Envi-
ronment, Forest and Cli-
mate Change for providing 
the much needed facilities 
to the forest protection 
force.

According to the up-
dates, the director in-
structed the A and B range 
officers to perform the pa-
trolling routine sincerely to 
check hunting, fishing, and 
logging inside the park. 

He encouraged also the 
forest protection force to 
perform their duties with 
dedicated spirit.

Dimapur, April 25 (EMN): 
As part of mega drill to be 
conducted on April 26, a ta-
ble-top exercise on the Na-
galand Emergency Prepar-
edness Exercise (NEPEx), 
was conducted in the dis-
tricts on April 25.

The exercise for Kohima 
district was held in the dep-
uty commissioner’s confer-
ence hall in Kohima.

An update from DIPR 
informed that during an 
interaction with unit mem-
bers for the mega mock 
drill, the chairman of Dis-
trict Disaster Management 
Authority (DDMA), Kohi-
ma, Rajesh Soundarara-
jan, called on the teams to 
extend cooperation and to 
discharge their roles and 
responsibilities in creating 
awareness to the general 
public on how to prepared 
oneself during the occur-
rence of natural calamities.

The chairman informed 
that the main staging area 
for mock emergency pre-
paredness exercise for the 
district will be set up at 
Kohima Village Local, Relief 
Camp at Kohima Arts Col-
lege and Control room at 
DC office. The other loca-
tions for the exercise will 
be at Christ King School, 
Mezhur Higher Second-

ary School, Directorate of 
Art Culture, Directorate 
of Employment Skill and 
Development, Directorate 
of Youth Resources and 
Sports, Directorate of Edu-
cation, SIRD, Naga hospital, 
Oking hospital, Bethel hos-
pital and Kohima hospital. 
The exercise will begin at 
10 am.

Longleng: the table top 
exercise for Lonleng dis-
trict was held on April 25 in 
the deputy commissioner’s 
conference hall.  

The deputy commis-
sioner of Longleng, John 
Tsulise Sangtam high-
lighted about the table top 
exercise and the practical 
aspects of mega mock drill 
to be held on April 26. He 
informed that the Assam 
Rifles will be the observer 
of the NEPEx. Officers were 
also informed that default-
ing departments will be 
reported to the higher au-
thority.

DPA,  DDMA Theja 
briefed on the directions 
and guidelines of the NSD-
MA and infromed that three 
locations namely St. Joseph 
School, Phom Lampong 
School and old Treasury of-
fice have been identified for 
conduct of the NEPEx.  

concerned personnel and to 
help with registration; voter 
ID cards must be issued in 
Braille for people who are 
blind or have low vision, 
engagement of dedicated 
teams of volunteers such as 
NCC, guides & scouts, youth 
organisations, etc. to assist 
voters with disability or sen-
ior citizens on polling day; 
and all manpower engaged 
in polling booths must be 
sensitised and trained on 
dealing with persons with 
disabilities and giving the 
right kind of assistance. 

Nakhro also said that 
absentee voting or online 
voting is an option that 
needs to be considered and 
that election commission 
must make it mandatory 

for political parties to make 
their campaign materials 
and venues accessible - 
communication (websites, 
manifestos, all informa-
tion and speeches), offices, 
meeting and rally venues, 
etc., allocation of separate 
budget for raising aware-
ness on accessible electoral 
process, Penalisation of of-
ficials who do not follow ac-
cessibility guidelines must 
be considered.

After much deliberation 
points were noted for a fresh 
specific survey to identify 
and enroll the PwDs, ex-
tra posters and pamphlets 
for awareness, mapping of 
electoral roll for PwDs, em-
phasis on more workshops, 
special camps and trainings 

Mobility equipments for PwDs 
The medical superintendent of  the District Hospital of 
Dimapur has informed Persons with Disabilities (PwDs) 
that mobility aids and appliances will be distributed to 
them on April 30 and May 3. Updates have informed 
that the PwDs whose names were registered during as-
sessment during  Oct. 31- Nov. 3 2017 in Dimapur and 
Kohima can avail the items. 

The aids and appliances will be distributed in Di-
mapur on April 30 at District Disability Rehabilitation 
Centre while in Kohima, the items will be distributed 
on May 3 at Government Higher Secondary School, 
Razukhrie. The timing for both the venues has been 
scheduled at 9 am.

Kikon said that while in 
service one has given his 
best time and prime time 
to serve the public. ‘One 
on retirement is free to do 
anything he chooses to con-
tribute to the society,’ he 
said. He also congratulated 
to all his retired colleagues 
and wished them well.

Encouraging the junior 
officers, Kikon urged them 
to work hard to earn good 

experience and efficiency 
and become an asset to the 
state.

The senior official of 
NSS, Sweho Naleo, attrib-
uted the retiring officers 
that they have been back-
bone and the association as 
well. He said, ‘your guidance 
and encouragement in the 
course of our journey as 
government servants has 
been made all the more 

worthwhile because of your 
mentorship.’ 

Altogether 23 NSS of-
ficials have been released 
from ser vice on their 
completion of 35 years of 
service. Among them, one 
was on attaining the age 
of superannuation as per 
an order of State Personal 
and administrative Reform 
department, it informed.

After the discussions 
and briefing on various 
respective activities of the 
line departments, DC has 
directed the DPRO to give 
wide announcement in 
the town for the people to 
be aware of the mock drill 
and to avoid panic during 
the exercise. It was also 
decided to closure of shops 
and business establish-
ment when the siren bell 
was sounded and to remain 
closed till the mock drill 
exercise was over.  
Peren: Peren district ad-
ministration also conduct-

ed a table top exercise at 
the town hall in Peren town 
on April 25 with incidents 
response system, operation 
section, planning section, 
logistic section etc.

In the introductory 
speech, ADC Peren, Chu-
bawati Chang said that any 
kind of disaster usually oc-
curs without any signs of 
warning aand that the only 
solution is to be prepared. 

The resource persons 
were Vishal, SDPO Peren 
and extra assistant com-
missioners of Peren Yant-
hungbemo and Angunuo 

Mere.
Also, a review meeting 

of NEPEx was held at ATI 
on April 26 led by secre-
tary of Home Department, 
Rovilatuo.

During the meeting, 
joint advisor (Ops), NDMA 
Dhirendra Singh Sindhu 
said that the mock drill will 
be held simultaneously in 
three North-East States- 
Nagaland, Mizoram and 
Tripura on April 26 simulat-
ing the scenario of Shillong 
earthquake 1897 with 8.7 
magnitude and epicentre 
designated at main bound-

ary thrust near Shillong. He 
also said that the mock drill 
is to test the adequacy and 
efficiency of the emergency 
response plan and the roles 
and responsibilities that 
need to be carried out by 
different stake holders.

Speaking on behalf of 
the police department, DGP 
Nagaland, Rupin Sharma 
(IPS) suggested that some 
key roads of Kohima, Di-
mapur and Mokokchung 
will be blocked during the 
drill to stimulate real time 
disaster. He also said the 
mock drill will test how 
vibrant and effective the 
State’s system is. The DGP 
informed public not to pan-
ic but to cooperate during 
the drill. He further sug-
gested that the AHoDs and 
HoDs should brief their 
departmental staff. 

Fire and Emergency 
Services, Home Guards & 
Civil Defense, Food & Civil 
Supplies, Transport, Air-
port, Agriculture, Health & 
Family Welfare, Informa-
tion & Public Relation, Ur-
ban Development, Election 
Office, School Education, 
Dr. Ato from KOHIMAS 
Hospital, BSF, Assam Rifles, 
NDRF, and Assam observer 
presented on their status of 
preparedness.
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Members of the BJP delegation with Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh in New Delhi on April 25.

K Seyie (3rd from left), Pankaj Prabhakar (3rd from right); Naga People’s Front President Dr. Shürhozelie 
Liezietsu (2nd from left) and company officials during the inauguration of the Maruti Suzuki showroom 
in Kohima on April 25.

NCC cadets assisting the Dimapur traffic police personnel as part of the ongoing road safety 
awareness week on April 25.

PWD minister, Tongpand Ozukum, inaugurating the Chocolate Mahseer hatchery project at 
Suteplenden in Longkong village under Mokokchung district on April 25.

Animal husbandry and veterinary services giving away fodder and materials for piggery shed construction to Kidima villagers under RKVY 
scheme on April 24.

Assam Rifles arrest five NSCN cadres

NCC cadets take part in road safety awareness

Maruti Suzuki showroom wheels in with swift dreams 

New village inaugurated in Phek district State to observe 
farmers’ welfare day

NE Olympic members resent IOA apathy

Veterinary department distributes fodder

State fish ‘Chocolate Mahseer’ 
gets breeding plant in Mokokchung

State BJP seeks INR 1400 cr. grant
STATE

Dimapur, April 25 (EMN): The 
Nagaland unit of the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) has sought special 
central assistance for Nagaland in 
the form of a one-time grant of INR 
1400 crore to ‘wipe out the budget-
ary deficit and also provide the long 
due and pending amount of INR 
863 crore for completion of pending 
SPA projects sanctioned by erst-
while Planning Commission and 
also recommended by Niti Aayog.’ 

A delegation from the party 
comprising ministers and party 
leaders has requested the central 
government to waive the state’s 
share for ‘CSS, NEC and NLCPR’ 
projects as Nagaland ‘does not have 
any resources to provide the state’s 
share and do not get any money 
under the so called centrally spon-
sored schemes.’

The delegation was composed 
of Y Patton, S Pangyu Phom, P 
Paiwang Konyak, Jacob Zhimomi, 
Temjen Imna Along, V Kashiho 
Sangtam, Tovihoto Ayemi, Dr. 
Longriniken, Kazheto Kinimi, H 
Khehovi Yepthomi and Visazolie 
Lhoungu. They presented this sup-
plication during a meeting with Un-
ion Home Minister Rajnath Singh, 
at his official residence in New Delhi 

on April 25.
A press release issued by PRO 

(IPR) of Nagaland House at New 
Delhi, Kuolie Mere, stated that 
Patton had told the Union home 
minister that Nagaland had been 
‘lacking in economic viability since 
its inception.’ He referred to the 
historic 16-Point Agreement that 
Nagaland would need central grants 
both for administrative expenses as 
well as development.

Patton stated that the develop-
ment needs for Nagaland for many 
years were met by liberal grants by 
state plans whether by way of addi-
tional central plan assistance or by 
way of special plan assistance. They 
were however stopped with the re-
placement of Planning Commission 
by Niti Aayog. He added that even 
the enhancement in devolution 
by the 14th Finance Commission 
did not have additional positive 
impact on the finances of the state 
‘because of it being revenue deficit.’ 
Had there been no enhancement in 
devolution, Patton felt that Naga-
land would have got a much larger 
revenue deficit grant. 

“So that reality is that the State 
is actually receiving share in central 
taxes at much lower rate than what 

was computed by 14th Finance 
Commission due to much lesser 
realisation of central taxes vis-a-vis 
what was estimated by Finance 
Commission, because of which 
there is a huge budgetary deficit,” 
the press release stated.

The press release also pointed 
out that as there were no resources 
available to meet the state’s share to 
avail centrally sponsored schemes, 
there was no funds for ‘develop-
ment of the state.’

The delegation has requested 
that two immediate special pack-
ages of ‘untied funds must be sanc-
tioned to meet development needs 
of most backward areas of eastern 
Nagaland and also for creating an 
airport in Kohima.’

The delegation also urged the 
central government ‘to realise that a 
revenue deficit state such as Naga-
land cannot develop at all if central 
assistance is not provided for.’ 

The BJP leaders also sought an 
immediate solution to the Naga 
political issue ‘because the people 
of Nagaland had agreed to an elec-
tion this time only in anticipation of 
a quick solution to the long lasting 
problem which also hinders the 
state’s development.’

developed countries in 
the world too were devel-
oped through the same by 
certain individual entre-
preneurs.

“There is a dire need 
to encourage and pro-
mote work culture in our 
Naga society to our com-
ing generation for our 
survival. With these few 

things in mind, I have 
applied for Maruti Suzuki 
Ltd dealership for Kohima 
territory,” Seyie said con-
sidering himself blessed 
to be a member of the 
Maruti Suzuki family.

“Maruti Suzuki pushes 
you very hard, but the 
company also works very 
hard on its part and keeps 

its commitments honestly 
and strictly. As such, one 
can fully trust in them and 
that makes a big differ-
ence of the high standard 
in business ethics and 
integrity,” he added.

The showroom was 
dedicated to God by Rev. 
Shan Kikon, senior pastor 
of Faith Harvest Church.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, April 25: As part of the 
National Road Safety Week 2018, 
Dimapur traffic police person-
nel conducted a one-day safety 
drive along with 116 NCC air wing 
cadets from various schools in 
Dimapur.

The cadets took part in the 
awareness drive by assisting the 
traffic personnel at different lo-
cations in Dimapur. The cadets 
were from Pilgrim School, Chris-
tina Memorial School, Eastern 
Christian School, Government 
Higher Secondary School in Na-
garjan and Purana Bazaar respec-
tively. The awareness drive will 
continue on April 27, 28 and 30.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, April 25 (EMN): 
Seyie Auto Motors, a 
showroom dealing in 
Maruti Suzuki automo-
biles, was inaugurated 
on Wednesday at Kohima 
town. The showroom is 
owned by K Seyie, and 
is located at Tinpatti in 
Kohima. 

“This is the first show-
room of Maruti Suzuki in 
the Northeast region and 
also the farthest dealer of 
the said company,” said 
Pankaj Prabhakar, the   
chief business head (east) 
of Maruti Suzuki.

The propr ietor,  K 
Seyie, has expressed ap-
preciation to individuals 
who supported him in 
setting up the establish-
ment. 

“I have a strong con-
viction that Nagaland 
can only be developed 
through business, indus-
tries and farming,” he said 
adding that “most of the 

consideration, the hatch-
ery was established to 
breed the Mahseer fishes 
and then release them in 
various rivers.

Speaking at the pro-
gramme, Tongpang Ozu-
kum has lauded the ini-
tiative of ICAR-DCFR and 
state department of fish-
eries, which according 
to him would go a long 
way in preserving Mah-
seer fish in Nagaland. He 
urged both the agencies 
to install more of such 
hatchery in other parts of 
the state.

He also urged the de-
partment of fisheries to 
be more vigorous in cre-
ating public awareness 
about the importance 
of the fish and conserve 
them.

“Give them adequate 
knowledge about feeding 
and breeding, train and 
educate the people so 
that they become aware 
and more responsible in 
preserving the state fish 
of Nagaland,” the minis-
ter urged.

He also expressed 
hope that the project 
would function as in-
tended and be beneficial 
for the people. “I want to 
see this project become 
bigger and the visit of top 
officials from ICAR bear 
fruit,” Ozukum said.

Guest of honour Dr 
Sudir  Raizada ADG (In-
land fy.) ICAR, New Delhi, 
urged that the endan-
ger species Mahseer fish 
should not be made into 
the endangered species 

list again. Dr. Raizada 
hoped that with the fa-
vourable climate con-
dition in the state and 
the exotic place of the 
hatchery would attract 
many anglers for sports 
activities.

He further informed 
that the central govern-
ment has launched a 
‘Blue Umbrella’ scheme 
for providing infrastruc-
ture development for the 
restoration of fishes, mar-
keting, processing fish for 
value addition. Stating 
that under this scheme, 
the government provides 
80 percent subsidy for 
Northeast states and 50 
percent subsidy for other 
states, he urged that state 
government to take ad-
vantage of the scheme.

Dimapur, April 25 (EMN): Basing 
on specific intelligent inputs, Zun-
heboto battalion of the Assam Rifles 
along with state police have arrested 
two suspected NSCN (K) cadres dur-
ing operation from Longkhim town 
on April 25.

The Assam Rifle press release 
informed that the combined team 
apprehended two NSCN (K) cadres 
alongwith illegal arms and incrimi-
nating documents. They were identi-
fied as Kanato Sema (23), son of To-
hosha Sema and resident of Khikevi 
village in Zunheboto district, and 
Hukheto Sema (33), son of Pitoshe 
Sema and resident of Khumishi-B 
village in Zunheboto district. 

The team recovered one .32 pistol 
with magazine, 25 extortion slips of 
GPRN/NSCN (K), and identity cards 
for non locals from their possessions.

It added that the arrested persons 
alongwith the recovered items were 
handed over to Longkhim police sta-
tion for further investigation.   

In another incident on April 24, 
Mon battalion of the Assam Rifles 
one suspected NSCN (K) cadre from 
Jahjon ward in Mon town along 

with incriminating documents and 
photos.

The individual has been identi-
fied as ‘ss’ Lt Chemang Pongmei 
(28), son of Nokbang Pongmei and 
resident of Hondaei in Myanmar. 

The accused alongwith recovered 
items were handed over to Mon po-
lice station for further investigation, 
a Assam Rifles press release stated.   

In yet another incident, Dimapur 
battalion of the Assam Rifles arrested 
one person with illegal weapons and 
ammunitions from Sovima village, 
Dimapur, on April 25.

During search of a suspected 
house, Assam Rifles troops arrested 
one Vikuosa Mepfuo (38), son of 
Ngulho Mepfhu and resident of So-
vima village in possession of illegal 
weapons and ammunition. 

The troops recovered one AK 56 
rifle, one point 303 rifle with maga-
zine and bayonet, two point 22 mm 
rifles, two 12 bore guns single barrel, 
one 9 mm pistol with magazine, 
one point 32 mm pistol Beretta, two 
magazine of AK 56 rifle, two maga-
zines of point 32 mm pistol, eleven 
live rounds of point 22 mm pistol, 

four live rounds of 7.62 mm, four live 
rounds of 7.65 mm, 32 live rounds 
of 12 bore gun, two fired case of 12 
bore gun. 

The Assam Rifles release stated 
that the accused with the seized 
items were handed over to Diphupar 
Police Station, Dimapur, for further 
investigation.  

Meanwhile, Kohima Battalion of 
the Assam Rifles also arrested one 
suspected NSCN (IM) cadre from 
Mohan Khola, Kohima, on April 24.

The accused has been identified 
as ‘ss’ Leacy of NSCN (IM) Kevingol 
Sophie (35), son of Puhokhwel and 
resident of Tenyiphe-I in Dimapur 
district. The troops recovered one 
7.62 mm rifle with magazine, 9 mm 
live round and Indian currency INR 
13,770 from his possession. The 
troops also recovered incriminating 
documents including 16 extortion 
money receipts and various NSCN 
(IM) letters. 

The accused person alongwith 
the recovered items were handed 
over to South   police station, Ko-
hima, for further investigation, AR 
release stated.   

Dimapur, April 25 (EMN): The North 
East State Olympic members, while 
congratulating the Indian Olympic 
Association (IOA) for organising a 
grand programme in honour of Tho-
mas Bach, president of International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) during 
his maiden visit to the country, has 
resented for not officially acknowl-
edging the presence of Nagaland 
chief minister and president of Na-
galand Olympic Association during 
the event.

In a letter to the president of In-
dian Olympic Association, Narinder 
Dhruv Batra, jointly appended by 
secretary general of Nagaland Ol-
ympic Association Meren Paul, sec-
retary general of Manipur Olympic 

Association Sunil Elangbam, general 
secretary of Sikkim Olympic Associa-
tion Jaslal Pradhan (Arjuna Awardee), 
secretary general of Arunachal Ol-
ympic Association AK Techi, work-
ing president of Meghalaya Olym-
pic Association John F Kharshiing, 
president of Sikkim Olympic Asso-
ciation BK Ruka, secretary general 
of Mizoram Olympic Association C 
Laltlanthanga, chairman of Sports 
Authority of Arunachal BamangTago, 
and secretary of Tripura Olympic As-
sociation Dr. Rupak Deb Roy, stated 
that the chief minister of a state of 
the Indian union cannot be ignored 
and demanded recognition, recep-
tion and treatment as per laid down 
protocol rules, which were flawed 

and ignored by the IOA.  
It added that such unwelcoming 

behaviour meted out to the consti-
tutionally elected head of a state on 
part of the IOA was not only demean-
ing and discrimination towards the 
NE region and its leader, but also 
an insult to the Indian democracy 
before a personality of international 
stature like Thomas Bach.  

It further stated that sports lov-
ers and lead promoters of Olympic 
Games of the NE-region in particular 
have been discouraged and hurt by 
the conduct of the apex Olympic 
body of the country. He wished that 
such unconstitutional attitude to-
wards a chief minister would not be 
repeated in future by IOA.

Dimapur, April 25 (EMN): The department of 
Animal Husbandry & Veterinary Services (AHVS) 
distributed fodder and materials to a piggery facil-
ity in Kidima in Kohima district on April 24. 

The action was initiated as part of the RKVY 
scheme. The team was led by the Deputy Chief 
Veterinary Officer Joseph M Angami, updates 
informed.

A press release form the department stated 
that with the inauguration of quarantine check 
post at Kidima on March 27, the department also 
did its bit by distributing fodder, besides materi-
als for construction of sheds for piggery and other 
livestock.

Punglwa appreciates
The chairman of the Punglwa village council (PVC) had 
expressed gratitude to the department of animal hus-
bandry and veterinary services for adopting Punglwa 
village for the implementation of village piggery devel-
opment through village adoption under RKVY 2017-18. 

A press release from the chairman on Tuesday in-
formed that the veterinary department would also pro-
vide feeds and farm equipment.

The village council chairman has expressed gratitude 
to MK Mero, principal secretary of animal husbandry, for 
his benevolent action towards the village.

Dimapur, April 25 (EMN): Mem-
ber of the Rajya Sabha KG Kenye 
has inaugurated newly estab-
lished Losatephe village in Phek 
district on April 24.

In his inaugural speech, Kenye 
lauded the villagers for their en-
trepreneurial activities which he 
said had ‘added good reputation 
to the village.’ He called upon 
the villages to work together and 
strengthen the rural economy. He 
also stressed on the need to main-
tain peace for all-round develop-
ment of the rural areas.

Also speaking during the oc-
casion was legislator Kezhienyi 
Khalo who spoke about the im-

portance of promoting culture 
and tradition. In this regard, he 
has advocated cooperation and 
support from the people.

Yitachu, legislator from Me-
luri, who was the host of the 
programme, expressed gratitude 
to the villagers for electing him 
to represent them. Despite not 
being in the ruling party or gov-
ernment, he assured to give his 
best for the uplift of the people. 
Stating that the village was lo-
cated at a strategic location that 
would contribute to it becoming 
‘a good business centre,’ he urged 
the people to maintain a ‘good 
image.’

Dimapur, April 25 (EMN): The depart-
ment of Animal Husbandry and Veterinary 
Services in Nagaland has announced to 
observe “Farmers’ welfare day” on May 2. 

A department press release stated that 
the event was scheduled according to the 
directive from the Government of India. 
The event would also commemorate the 
Gram Swaraj Abhiyan (village self govern-
ance campaign”) organised by the ministry 
of Panchayati Raj, Government of India.

Activities such as animal health care, 
artificial insemination (AI), and vaccina-
tion would be carried out during the event. 
All the farmers and agripreneurs are re-
quested to participate in the programme.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Apr il  25 
(EMN): A first of its kind, a 
hatchery for state fish ‘Choc-
olate Mahseer’ was inaugu-
rated by minister Tongpong 
Ozukum in Longkong village, 
some 15 kilometres away 
from Mokokchung town, on 
April 25.

The Chocolate Mah-
seer Hatchery located at 
Suteplenden in Longkong 
village was sponsored and 
technically supported by 
ICAR-Directorate of Cold 
Water Fisheries Research, 
Uttarakhand, with an esti-
mated cost of INR 15 lakhs 
and implemented by state 
department of fisheries.

Presently, the newly 
inaugurated hatchery can 
breed 50000 Mahseer fishes 
and has the potential of up-
grading to one lakh in the 
coming years, said an ICAR 
official. Chocolate Mahseer 
commonly known as the “Ti-
ger of the river” is considered 
as a delicacy as well as sports 
fish for anglers around the 
world. The exotic species is 
commonly found in Naga-
land and Northeast-Eastern 
Himalayas. However, their 
numbers have dwindled 
considerably due to illegal 
use of poisons, electrocution 
and dynamites.

Taking the threat into 
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Our Correspondent 
Diphu, April 25 (EMN): The 
District Press Club of Karbi 
Anglong (DPCKA) held an 
emergency meeting at the 
office of Solangdo, a daily 

Assamese newspaper on 
April 25 Wednesday.

The meeting was held 
in regard to attack on jour-
nalists on April 24 in front 
of the Diphu sadar police 

station who were on duty. 
Concerning to this, 

the DPCKA submitted a 
memorandum to Chief 
Minister of Assam Sarba-
nanda Sonawal through 

the Deputy Commissioner 
of Karbi Anglong Mridul 
Kr.Mahanta. 

The DC has given the 
assurance and commit-
ment to look into the mat-
ter for the safety of the me-
dia fraternity. 

Also, the DPCKA sub-
mitted a complaint letter 
to Superintendent Police, 
Dr. GV Siva Prasad who 
assured that the matter 
would be taken up at the 
earliest.

The mobile handset of 
a journalist was snatched 
and damaged by mob in 
front of the police while a 
journalist was beaten up 
by police and his mobile 
was snatched and dam-
aged and several vehicles 
and bikes belonging to 
journalists were attacked 
by police and damaged 
for no apparent reason. 
‘We, the journalist work-

ing in the field for cover-
age of various news have 
no security’, added the 
memorandum.

During the meeting, 
DPCKA resolved to sub-
mit the list and details of 
vehicles and electronic 
goods damaged on April 
24 to the district adminis-
tration and demand com-
pensation and resolved 
to demand security for 
journalists.

Also, the DPCKA re-
solved to intimate the dis-
trict administration and 
Karbi Anglong Autono-
mous Council (KAAC) au-
thority about the attack 
on journalists and to stop 
covering event of any or-
ganisation if 

any fraternity member 
is attacked by any person.

More than 30 working 
journalists attended the 
meeting. 

Agartala, April 25 (IANS): The Central Bu-
reau of Investigation (CBI) on Wednesday 
questioned a former Left Front minister 
in Tripura in connection with the Kolkata-
based Rose Valley chit fund scam case.

The CBI officials will question an-
other senior former Left Front minister on 
Thursday on the same issue.

“The two CBI officials interrogated 
former Social Affairs and Social Education 
Minister Bijita Nath at the MLA Hostel 
here for about two hours. As the CBI is 
collecting facts from various states as part 
of their probe into the Kolkata-based Rose 
Valley chit fund scam, they also talked 
to Nath,” the former minister’s lawyer 
Haribal Debnath told the media.

After the questioning, Nath told the 
media the officials recorded her state-
ments which she shared with the investi-
gating agency in June last year. 

The CBI had earlier told Tripura As-
sembly Speaker Rebati Mohan Das about 
their intention to interrogate former Left 
Front ministers Badal Chowdhury and 
Bijita Nath.

Chowdhury, a former Finance, Health 
and PWD Minister, and Nath separately 
told IANS that they are ready to share any 
information in connection with cases 
related to the Rose Valley chit fund scam.

Both the former ministers, currently 
CPI-M legislators, said that they would 
cooperate with the CBI officials to probe 
the chit fund related cases.

The CBI in June 2017 questioned Nath 
and CPI-M central committee member 
Gautam Das in connection with the cases 
of the Rose Valley chit fund scam.

CPI-M central committee member 
and party’s state secretary Bijan Dhar said 
it was widely known that the CBI has been 
used by the ruling parties at the Centre.

“No CPI-M leader and former Left 
Front ministers were involved with any 
chit fund organisations,” Dhar told the 
media adding that “if CBI wants any infor-
mation from the party leaders they would 
share, there is no problem in it”.

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), Con-
gress and the Trinamool Congress (TMC) 
separately charged the previous Left Front 
government with promoting illegal chit 
fund organisations and unauthorised 
Non-Banking Financial Organisations 
(NBFCs) in Tripura.

The erstwhile Left Front government 
in Tripura had enacted a law in 2000 
to deal with the illegal NBFCs and chit 
fund organisations and since 2016 began 
confiscating all movable and immovable 
properties of the Rose Valley chit fund 
organisation in the state.

The chit fund organisation -- Rose 
Valley -- is now under the scanner of the 
Enforcement Directorate and the CBI, and 
its sole proprietor and Chairman Gautam 
Kundu was arrested in Kolkata in 2015.

The Tripura High Court had in 2015 
asked the state government to set up a 
Special Investigation Team (SIT) to probe 
unlawful NBFCs and chit fund organisa-
tions. In May 2013, the earlier Left govern-
ment had referred 37 cases related to chit 
fund companies and NBFCs to the CBI. 
The central probe agency, however, took 
up only five cases.

Tripura Chief Minister Biplab Kumar 
Deb has also asked the central govern-
ment to widen the CBI probe into all the 
chit fund related activities. 

“The CBI questioning the CPI-M 
leaders as per their investigation. There 
is no question of political vindictiveness 
in this regards,” Deb told the media on 
Wednesday.

Itanagar, April 25 (PTI): Lok Sabha MP 
from Arunachal Pradesh Ninong Ering 
today pleaded Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi to raise with Chinese President Xi 
Jingping the issue of China providing sta-
pled visa to people of the state.

Modi is scheduled to meet Xi at China’s 
Wuhan city on April 27 and 28 to discuss 
issues of mutual concern.

The Congress MP from Arunachal 
East constituency in a letter to the Prime 
Minister said, “the issue of China provid-
ing stapled visa to people of Arunachal 
Pradesh is not new and must be brought 
to their attention tactfully”.

“The Government of India must assert 

the territorial integrity of India and convey 
the feelings of the people of Arunachal in a 
firm manner,” he said in his letter.

While welcoming the move for a posi-
tive dialogue with China, Ering said that 
dialogues are the best way to bring peace-
ful and meaningful solution to problems.

“At many instances in recent time, Chi-
nese troops have tried to enter into Aru-
nachal Pradesh and build roads, recently 
in Bising village of Tuting subdivision.

He said, a few months back, the Siang 
River, which is the lifeline of the state, 
turned black due to ill-intent projects and 
diversion of waters of Brahmaputra river 
by the Chinese authorities.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, April 25 (EMN): 
A meeting of the traffic 
regulation and parking 
committee (Imphal East 
and Imphal West districts) 
was held at Secretariat’s 
cabinet hall in Imphal on 
April 24.

The chief minister of 
Manipur, N Biren Singh, 
asked the concerned offi-
cials for strict enforcement 
of the existing by-laws, 
norms, and regulations of 
government to control the 
traffic issues in Imphal. 
He elaborately discussed 
the inconveniences and 
sufferings caused by traffic 
congestion in and around 
the Khwai Bazaar and Im-

phal city.
Officials of various 

departments gave their 
opinions, suggestions, and 
measures to reduce the 
traffic congestion in the 
Imphal area. They also 
discussed about the al-
lotment of parking lots in 
Imphal.

During the meeting, 
Singh suggested for the 
introduction of e-rickshaw 
or battery based vehicles 
instead of diesel autos 
for the transportation of 
public in and around the 
Khwairamband Keithel, 
main market area. “Such 
vehicle would not only re-
duce the traffic congestion 
but also noise pollution 

caused by the diesel autos 
and other public transport 
system plying in the ba-
zaar area,” he added. 

Singh instructed com-
mittee members to ex-
plore the introduction of 
dedicated lanes for emer-
gency vehicles on the 
roads of Imphal city.

Commissioner (Trans-
port) also gave a detailed 
slideshow presentation 
about the issues and prob-
lems of traffic regulation 
and parking spaces in Im-
phal.

On the occasion, the 
chief minister also re-
leased a short film on traf-
fic awareness and road 
safety.

New Delhi, April 25 (IANS): 
A girl abducted six years ago 
from Assam on the pretext 
of vacation by her neighbour 
was traced in Delhi’s Shalimar 
Bagh, police said on Wednes-
day. “The teenaged girl is now 
22 and was abducted by her 
neighbour Deepak in 2012 
on the pretext of vacations. 
He introduced her to Jacob 
Deep, who runs a placement 
agency in Tamoor Nagar,” said 
Deputy Commisioner Police 
(Southeast) Chimnoy Biswal.

In December 2013, she 
met her father Mangal Mun-

da in Jacob’s office in Tamoor 
Nagar. Biswal said that both 
the father-daughter duo 
wanted to return to their vil-
lage but Deepak refused and 
said that he would set the girl 
free only if she worked in Udai 
Park for 20 days. According to 
the police, the girl managed 
to run away but her father 
was held captive by the two 
accused in Tamoor Nagar.

“The girl had been strug-
gling and working as domestic 
worker in Patel Nagar and Shali-
mar Bagh for three years before 
she was rescued,” Biswal said.

New Delhi, April 25 (PTI): The 
National Tiger Conservation 
Authority (NTCA) has written to 
the Assam government seeking 
an immediate ban on mining, 
quarrying and stone crushing 
in the Kaziranga-Karbi Anglong 
landscape, saying it was serious-
ly affecting the wildlife habitat, 
including that of tigers.

In a letter to the Assam Chief 
Secretary, NTCA has said that 
mining and stone crushing ac-
tivities were seriously hamper-
ing the survival and conserva-
tion of tiger.

The NTCA, a statutory body 
under the Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forests and Climate 

Change, also annexed a report 
regarding mining and said 
these activities were respon-
sible for drying and siltation 
of several natural streams and 
rivulets that flow from Karbi 
Anglong hills towards the Ka-
ziranga forests.

“Considering the destructive 
impact of quarrying/mining 
activity, all stone mining/ quar-
rying and crusher units need to 
be closed down immediately. If 
these destructive activities are 
not stopped immediately, then 
there is a high risk of Kaziranga 
National Park may lose its cor-
ridor and habitat connectivity 
with the larger Karbi Anglong 

landscape permanently. 
“Lack of corridors and 

habitat contiguity for wildlife 
dispersal will have serious im-
plications for long-term conser-
vation of wide ranging species 
like tigers and Indian elephants 
of Kaziranga Tiger Reserve,” the 
NTCA said. 

The NTCA report was sub-
mitted to the state government 
in response to a complaint by 
wildlife activist Rohit Choud-
hury seeking action against il-
legal and rampant stone mining 
activities in the Karbi Anglong 
Hills adjoining Kaziranga Na-
tional Park (KNP) and Tiger 
Reserve.

The complainant had al-
leged that significant envi-
ronmental degradation and 
habitat destruction has been 
happening in the foothills of 
Karbi Anglong hills, which is 
a prime elephant habitat and 
also part of the Kaziranga-Karbi 
Anglong Elephant Reserve. 

Suggesting a slew of meas-
ures, the NTCA has recom-
mended constitution of a 
committee by the Ministry of 
Environment and Forests to re-
view all permissions and clear-
ances given to all stone crush-
ing, quarrying and mining units 
operating in the Kaziranga Karbi 
Anglong landscape. 

“The Assam Forest Depart-
ment may take necessary steps 
for preparation of Tiger Con-
servation Plan for core, buffer 
and corridor and for notifying 
Eco-sensitive Zone around Ka-
ziranga National Park & Tiger 
Reserve,” it said. 

The NTCA also said that 
keeping in view the long-term 
conservation of mega herbiv-
ores like Indian rhinoceros, 
India elephant and mega carni-
vores such as tiger, “the Kaziran-
ga Tiger Reserve boundary may 
be rationalised by including 
areas of Karbi-Anglong adjoin-
ing Kaziranga,” NTCA recom-
mended.

Aizawl, April 25 (PTI): In an 
interesting political devel-
opment, the Congress and 
the BJP have joined hands 
to rule the Chakma Au-
tonomous District Council 
(CADC) in Mizoram, after 
the election threw a frac-
tured mandate, a Congress 
leader said here today.

The Congress bagged 
six seats while the BJP won 
in five seats in the elec-
tion to the 20-member 
CADC held on Friday and 
the results were declared 
yesterday.

The Mizo National 
Front (MNF) won eight 
seats, while election to 
one seat was stayed by 
the Mizoram High Court. 
State Sports Minister and 
Congress leader Zodint-
luanga said the post-poll 
alliance was forged after 
local leaders of both the 
parties reached an agree-
ment.

However, this would 
not have any bearing in 

Delhi or in the coming 
election to the state as-
sembly, he said.

The state BJP leader-
ship were not happy with 
the development.

BJP sources said the 
party may take action 
against the elected CADC 
members for forging alli-
ance with the Congress. 
They said they are awaiting 
the decision of the party 
leaders of Guwahati and 
Delhi on this.

Santi Jiban Chakma 
was tipped to become the 
Chief Executive Member, 
the administrative head of 
the Council, the sources 
said.

The CADC is an auton-
omous council for ethnic 
Chakma people, formed 
under the sixth schedule of 
the Constitution on April 
29, 1972. The Council exer-
cises legislative, executive 
and judicial powers over al-
lotted departments within 
the territory of CADC.

Dimapur, April 25 (EMN): 
The Northeast Frontier 
Railway (NF) has an-
nounced that it has in-
stalled block proving axle 
counters (BPAC) in 260 
block sections in its juris-
diction. An update from 
the NF Railway informed 
on Wednesday.

According to the up-

date, BPAC are devices on 
rail tracks that detect and 
stops arrival of two trains on 
the same track decreasing 
the chances of collision. It is 
reliable and cost-effective. It 
reduced the dependence of 
human agency to verify ar-
rival of trains and enhanced 
safety of train operation. 
Without this device, station 

masters have to visually 
observe every passage of 
trains and exchange sig-
nals with train guards.  The 
installation of the BPAC is 
an initiative where technol-
ogy is being leveraged to 
ensure safer and error-free 
movement and monitor-
ing of train movement, the 
update added.
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Members of DPCKA seen in discussion with the DC of KA Mridul Kr.Mahanta at his chamber on April 25.
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IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 24th April’18

NOTICE
NO.M-96/18/687-88  Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti. Itwangle -Vrs- Isiwangle Zeliang resident of Zeliangrong Town/
Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 Assam 
Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land 
described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 24/05/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Itwangle
Village/Block No: 7, Patta No: 624
Dag No: 661,662, Area: 00B-00K-19Ls Sd/- 

Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-5323

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 25th April’18

NOTICE
NO.M-104/18/760-61  Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti. Longzunmeren Ao -Vrs- Sunil Kumar Jain resident of G.S Road 
Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 
Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of 
land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 25/05/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Longzunmeren Ao
Village/Block No: Naharbari (A.K), Patta No: 163, 
Dag No: 17/939, Area: 01B-02K-19Ls Sd/- 

Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-5324

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 25th April’18

NOTICE
NO.M-53/18/758-59  Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti. Vikato Chishi -Vrs- Toqhevi. H. Shohe resident of Dimapur 
Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 
Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of 
land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 25/05/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Vikato Chishi
Village/Block No: Dubagaon, Patta No: 727, 
Dag No: 44/802, Area: 00-03-09 Sd/- 

Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-5325

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 25th April’18

NOTICE
NO.M-106/18/747-48  Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti. T. Dolie  -Vrs- Padmadhar Konyak resident of Dimapur Town/
Village  in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 Assam 
Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land 
described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 25/05/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: T. Dolie  
Village/Block No: Naharbari, Patta No: 391, 
Dag No: 201/653, Area: 00-01-4½ Sd/- 

Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-5326

I, Shri. S. AMOS LKR., S/o Shri. S. Alem Lkr., resident of H/No.245, L-Khel, Diphupar, 
Dimapur; Nagaland do hereby solemnly affirm and declare as under:

1. That I am a bonafide citizen of India and residing in the above mentioned 
address.

2. That in few of my documents my name has been entered/recorded as AMOS 
and my father’s name as SUALEMBA @lias S. ALEM.

3. That the names S. AMOS LKR and AMOS pertain to the same and one person.
4. That my father’s names S. ALEM LKR, SUALEMBA and S. ALEM pertain to 

the same and one person.
5. That the statements made above are true to the best of my knowledge and 

belief and nothing contained therein is false.
DEPONENT

NIMSHIM VASHUM
NOTARY PUBLIC

Solemnly sworn before me on this 23rd of April, 2018
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AFFIDAVITRegd.No.958/17  Date: 23/04/2018

ADMISSION
Admission for session 2018 in Medical, 

Engineering, Pharmacy and many various 
course in a reputed and A grade and A+ College 
and University. Please contact future education 

consultancy. Phone No.7005824789,
 www.futureedu.co.in.

D-5322

Christian Institute of Health Sciences and 
Research (Referral Hospital)

Dimapur, Nagaland.

Visiting Consultant for Cancer Patient
Dr. Rajesh Isiah (Radiation Oncologist) from CMC, 
Vellore will be available for Consultation from 26th April 
- 2nd May 2018.

Kindly register with Front desk / Reception: 03862-242555, 
Mobile: 8974036093 Between 9 AM to 4 PM

 DP-384

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF SCHOOL EDUCATION

NAGALAND: KOHIMANO.ED/PMS/ST-2/2015-16  Dated Kohima , 18th April 2018.  

  Sub :-  Pre-Matric Scholarship for Schedule Tribe Students studying in class IX and X 

The guidelines are as follows:- 

Application Procedure & Activity Schedule 

This is to inform to all concerned students belongs to Schedule Tribe students studying in class IX and X (both 
Private and Govt. school ) pursuing studies in the state and the annual income of whose parents/Guardians from all 
sources does not exceed Rs.2  Lakh, can apply ( both Fresh & Renewal.) 

1. Student should belong to schedule Tribe.
2. He/She should not be getting any other centrally funded Pre-Matric Scholarship. 
3. He/She should be a regular students studying at Govt/ Private Schools recognized by Govt. 
4. The tenure of scholarship is subject to good conduct and satisfactory progress in studies including promotion 

from class to class every year. 

1. One copy of Passport size photograph with signature of the student. 
2. A photocopy of Schedule Tribe certificate duly signed by an authorized Officer not below the rank of SDO(C).
3. Certificate of self declaration of family income under Pre-Matric Scholarship for Schedule Tribe Students studying 

in class IX and X should be enclosed. 
4. Photocopy of first page Students Bank Passbook.
5. In case of Parents Account, students should enclosed their Birth Certificate along with the Photo copy of their 

parents Bank Pass book. 
6. Students must keep their given Bank Account active for smooth transaction.
7. Invalid information in related to Bank Account & IFSC code shall be summarily rejected. 
8. Application form shall be made available in the respective schools from 3rd week of April  2018 through District 

Education Officer.
9. The last date of submission of application form to the District Education Officer from the head of the institution is 

the 31st May 2018.
10. The last date of submission of application form both Hard and soft data along with the application to the 

Directorate from the District Education officer is the 30th June 2018. 
11. Submission of any proposal after the time schedule shall be summarily rejected
12. Application form should not be sold at any level and No additional fee under any p, uo circumstances or for any 

reason shall be charged from the beneficiaries. 

PRESS RELEASE

Sd/-
(WONTHUNGO TSOPOE)

Director (HOD)Issued by DIPR KG
-2
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DEPARTMENT OF GEOLOGY
Advertisement for the Post of Junior Research Fellow

Applications are invited from eligible candidates for a purely temporary 
position of one Junior Research Fellow (JRF) in a DST, Govt. of India 
funded Research Project on Landslide Studies. The post is coterminous 
with the project duration of two years. Interested candidates may submit 
their bio-data along with supporting documents (self attested) and 
working contact numbers to the office of the undersigned on or before 
10/05/2018. Shortlisted candidates will be called for interview which will 
be notified later.
Essential qualification:
M.Sc. in Geology or Environmental Science
Salary: Rs. 25,000 p.m. + 10% HRA (NET qualified)

(Dr. Ch. Mangi Khuman)
Principal Investigator

Department of Geology
Nagaland University

Kohima Campus 
Meriema- 797004

NAGALAND UNIVERSITY
Kohima Campus, Meriema – 797001

K-1646

AFFIDAVIT  FOR  NAME  CLARIFICATION
Regd. No: 1242/18 Date: 25/04/18

I, Kehoukhrieii Rio W/O of Mengutuo Rio and resident of 
Tuophema Village, Kohima: Nagaland solemnly affirm and declare 
hereby:
1. That I am a citizen of India.
2. That, in some of my official documents my name has been entered 

as Kehoukhrieii Rio and in my other documents it has been 
recorded as Neiruo Rio.

3. That, Kehoukhrieii Rio and Neiruo Rio are my name and pertain to 
the same person.

4. That this affidavit may be treated as a piece of evidence that 
Kehoukhrieii Rio and Neiruo Rio is one and the same person.

5. That I affirm, as of today for all purposes I shall be known and 
referred to by the name Kehoukhrieii Rio.

6. That the statements in this affidavit are true to my knowledge and 
nothing is concealed therein.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I sign this affidavit on this the 25th day of 

February 2018 at Kohima, Nagaland. ( Kehoukhrieii Rio )
DEPONENTK-1648

MINISTRY OF SOCIAL JUSTICE AND EMPOWERMENT
Applications are invited for award of scholarship under 
National Overseas Scholarship Scheme for Scheduled 
Caste etc. students for the year 2018-19. The number of 
Scholarships is 100 in addition to unfilled vacant slots 
of previous years. The scholarship covers cost of fees etc 
under the fields of Engineering and Management, Pure 
and Applied Science, Agricultural Science and Medicine, 
International Commerce, Accounting and Finance & 
Humanities and Social Science. The scholarships are for 
pursuing higher studies at Master's and Ph.D. abroad from 
the accredited university/institution by the authorised 
body of that country. The candidate should be below 35 
years as on 01st April, 2018. Minimum required marks at 
Master/Bachelors level is 55% and the total family income 
ceiling is Rs 6.00 lakh per annum. The candidates shall after 
assessing their eligibility and suitability, as per conditions 
of the Scheme, apply to this Ministry (employed candidates 
through proper channel), in the prescribed application 
form, which will form a part of the advertisement 
+published by the M/o SJ&E in Employment News /Rozgar 
Samachar. Applications received up to 31st March 2019 for 
the selection year 2018-19 will be periodically considered 
for grant of award/assurance of award. 
For scheme details and format for application please refer 
to the advertisement in the Employment News or visit the 
Ministry's website www.socialjustice.nic.in 

Davp 38101/11/0017/1819

ELITE ACADEMY
Near New N S T Bus Station

Kohima
Ph. 9862034454

Admission Going on for:
1) N P S C/ U P S C Prelims Exam 2018, SSC 

and Banking
2) Computer Courses (Special Classes for 

those who are waiting for Exams result)
3) Special Coaching for Stenography and 

Typewriting
4) Cutting and Tailoring
5) Spoken English (Starting soon)

K-1647

THANKS GIVING

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
be Praised, Adored, Glorified 
and Loved today and everyday 
throughout the world, now and 
forever. Amen !! Ask St. Clare for 
three favours, two impossible and 
say nine Hail Mary's and the above 
prayer for 9 days with a lighted 
candle and publish on the 9th day, 
your request will be granted no 
matter how impossible it is

TONID-5328

WORDS OF GRATITUDE

Through this column, we would like to express our sincere gratitude to all who shared their 
love & care to the Gospel Tour team from Kohima Bible College on way to Zunheboto when 
they met the unfortunate accident between Zero Point Wokha and Hammock Resort on 21st

April 2018. We sincerely thank: 

- Dr SC Jamir and security personals for evacuating the team from the bus.
- Dr Aben Lotha and team from PHC,Chukitong for the First Aids at the accident site
- Izheto Sema from Roto Village for taking the injured ones to the Civil Hospital, 

Wokha 
- Dr Robin Lotha, Medical Superintendent and staff for all the free medical cares to 

the injured students. 
- Dr Chumben Murry, MLA for the arrangement and provisions to the students at 

Hammock Resort, the financial assistance to the injured students in the hospital.
- Araibo Newmai - Pastor Tenyimia Baptist Church, Agha Rengma - Pastor Rengma 

Baptist Church, Avika Sumi - Pastor Sumi Baptist Church (SABAK), Kesalhoukho 
Casavi, Visiezoto, Kelhouphilie Angami, K Kikon - Chairperson Wokha Town 
Pastors' Fellows hip for all the constant support, presence and guidance till our 
departure from Wokha.

- The Tenyimia Church, Wokha for all the hospitalities and financial assistance. 
- The two godly ladies enroute to Tuensang, Ao women group enroute to 

Mokokchung, Leaders & People of Wokha Village-Wokha town and the adjoining 
village areas, Wokha Town Students' Union, EAC Wokha Town, Women Dept -
Wokha Town Baptist Church, Proprietor of Springdale School, Women Department 
– Nepali Baptist Church, Nhrano Odyou, Mhalo Ovung, Nchumbemo Tungoe and 
friends, Physhumo Ngullie, Dr Noune Terhase, Tesophenyu Baptist Church, Wokha 
Town Pastor's Fellowship and many other individuals for the supports in prayers, 
financial assistance and in kinds. 

We are immensely overwhelmed by your love and care toward us. They are written, 
treasured in our hearts and will remain a testimony as we continue to proclaim the 
gospel. May The Almighty God bless you with His faithfulness in your lives.  

God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him 
as you have helped his people and continue to help them (Hebrews 10:6).

Principal & Staff
Kohima Bible College
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OFFICE OF THE
KOHIMA SMART CITY DEVELOPMENT LTD

KOHIMA, NAGALAND
CIN NO U93090NL2017SGC013423

NO.KSCDL/ Estt-01/2017  Dated Kohima the 25th April 2018

Advertisement
Kohima Smart City Development Limited invites application for 

filling up the post of the following under Contractual Basis 

1. Financial Officer  - 1 post 
2. Accountant  - 1 post 

The Education Qualification & Experience required for the above two 
posts respectively are: 

1. M.Com or MBA (Finance) full time from a recognised University 
with a remuneration of Rs.50, 000/- PM. 

2. B.Com from a recognised university and Diploma in Financial 
Accounting at a remuneration of Rs.25,000/- PM .

The application can be addressed to the Office of the CEO, Kohima 
Smart City Development Limited, Municipal Affairs Department, New 
Secretariat Complex along with complete self attested educational 
qualification certificates and experience certificates. 

The last date of submission of application will be 10th May, 2018. 
The shortlisted candidates will be intimated via email/phone. 

Chief Executive Officer
Kohima Smart City Development Ltd. 

Kohima, Nagaland. 
KG-2491

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF POLICE

DIMAPUR ::: NAGALAND
NO.CP/DMR/ESSTT-13/2018-19/ /Dtd. Dimapur, the            April ‘2018

CALLING NOTICE

No.  -  2405 ABC Mhonchan Ovung,
S/o  - Likyo Ovung
Vill  - Phiro, Wozhuro
PO/PS - Wokha
District - Wokha.

To,

Whereas, you have been found absent from bonafide Government duty without 
leave or permission from the competent authority with effect from 09.12.2017 till date.

And whereas, three Calling Notices have been issued to you vide this Office Calling 
Notice No. as mentioned below:

You are therefore, directed to report back to the Unit within 7 (Seven) days from 
the date of publication of this Calling Notice, failing which departmental Enquiry will be 
initiated against you ex-parte.

SD/-
Commissioner of Police,

      Dimapur, Nagaland 

And whereas, you have failed to report back for duty.

1.  NO:CP/DMR/ESSTT-13/2017-18/3554, dated 8th January, 2018.
2.  NO:CP/DMR/ESSTT-13/2017-18/172, Dated 16th March, 2018.
3.  NO:CP/DMR/ESSTT-13/2017-18/421, dated 2nd April, 2018.

 KG-740
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Governor-initiated health 
camps in districts conclude
Dimapur, April 25 (EMN): 
The Indian National Fel-
lowship Centre (INFC) of 
Mumbai with the initiative 
of the Governor PB Ach-
arya conducted medical 
camps at various districts 
in the month of April. A 
DIPR report informed 
about the event.
Longleng: A three-day 
medical camp conducted 
at the district hospital 
Longleng was culminated 
on April 25.

The deputy commis-
sioner of Longleng, John 
Tsulise Sangtam in his 
speech thanked the gov-
ernor and his team of 
doctors from Mumbai for 
educating the people with 
the harmful effects of to-
bacco consumption.  He 
said that in a remote dis-
trict like Longleng, health 
care system is not up to 
the standard comparing to 
other district in the state. 

DC lauded the medical 
team for their sincerity and 
efficient skills that have ca-
tered to the needs of the 
people despite many short 
comings. 

Sangtam expressed 
optimistic that the people 
of Longleng have availed 
the opportunity provided 
by the doctors. He also 
thanked the team of Doc-
tor, nurses and staffs of 
medical superintendent 
and CMO for extending 
their cooperation and 
help rendered during the 
camp.

Altogether, 521 pa-
tients were treated, and 
455 patients were screened 
for oral cancer. It was 
found out that 34.5% of 
the district’s population 
consumes tobacco and 
23% of population has pre-

Correction of Name
I, Smti. Akhale Vizol, wife of Shri. Kuhunezo Khamo, resident of New Min-
isters’ Hill Colony, District Kohima, Nagaland, do hereby solemnly affirm and 
declare on oath as follow:
1. That I am a bonafide citizen of India hailing from the Angami Naga Tribe.
2. That I am presently serving as Joint Director under the Department of 

Tourism, Kohima, Nagaland.
3. That in my Service Book and records, Bank Account, Driving licence 

my name has been entered and recorded as Akhale Vizol.
4. That in my Academic records from the Nagaland Board of School 

Education, Kohima bearing Roll. No. 257 my name has been entered 
and recorded as Hezono Vizol.

5. That whereas in my Aadhaar Card bearing No.309221587218 my name 
has been entered and recorded as Akhale Hezono Vizol.

6. That whereas in my Indian Passport my name has been entered and 
recorded as Hezono Akhale Vizol.

7. That whether my name Hezono Vizol or Akhale Hezono Vizol or Hezono 
Akhale Vozol or Akhale Vizol it refers to one and the same person i.e, me 
and it is interchangeable and synonymous.

8. That this affidavit shall stand as a piece of evidence for any ratification/
clarification if any complication that may arise with regard to the entry of 
my different names in my aforementioned documents.

9. That this affidavit is signed and sworn before the competent authority 
declaring that henceforth my correct official name is ‘Akhale Vizol’ 
and herein it shall be used for all my official records, future references and 
future correspondence.

That the above statements made in Para 1 - 9 are true to the best of 
my knowledge and nothing material has been concealed herein and I signed 
this affidavit before the Competent Authority on 03rd may, 2017 at Kohima.

DEPONENT
Solemnly sworn before me by the deponent above named on this the 03rd 
May, 2017

Migistrate Notary Public

AFFIDAVIT

K-1643

cancerous oral lesions. Dr. 
Rohan Bartakke, tobacco 
treatment specialist with 
National Health Mission 
of Longleng visited several 
schools. The team edu-
cated students on tobacco 
and its harmful effects.

Mon: Free medical 
health camp culminated 
at the district hospital of 
Mon which was held from 
April 23 to 25th. Updates 
from the DIPR informed 
on Wednesday. 

Team leader and phy-
sician, Dr. Suparana Nir-
gudkar thanked the doc-
tors and staff of district 
hospital for helping in all 
possible ways. Nirgudkar 
expressed gratitude to the 
district’s administrators 
for necessary arrange-
ments for the successful 
conduct of the medical 
camp. 

The team is stated to 
have given free treatment 
to over 1000 patients. 
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Independent 
Judiciary a Must!

F
or the first time in the history of independent 
India, an impeachment motion against the 
Chief Justice of India was moved. Vice President 
and ex-officio chairman of Rajya Sabha  quick-

ly rejected the motion. But the step has failed to hush 
down the controversy. The ongoing controversy may 
snowball into a major crisis if we continue to raise ac-
cusing fingers towards the judiciary, as for the survival 
and strengthening of democracy an independent ju-
diciary is a must. Any attempts to weaken it should be 
dealt with firmly.

The onus of having an independent judiciary lies 
with both our legislators and the judiciary itself. Po-
litical interference in the judicial system should be 
stopped. Similarly, the judiciary should conduct itself 
in such a manner so that the message of it being inde-
pendent and impartial should be loud and clear. Unfor-
tunately, Indian democracy is lacking on both counts. 
Our political rulers’ efforts to manage the judiciary are 
rampant and at the same time the conduct of judiciary 
is also not up to the mark. For example, it is not uncom-
mon of judicial officers being transferred if he or she is 
not in the good books of the ruling class. Often indirect 
pressures are applied on the judges to pronounce a fa-
vourable judgement to please the ruling elites. Likely, 
the judiciary has often shown signs of cracking under 
pressure. The very latest example is the PIL filed de-
manding an inquiry to the mysterious death Justice B. 
H. Loya, who was handling the politically sensitive case 
on the infamous Sohrabuddin encounter. Some ques-
tions have been raised about the sudden demise of the 
judge. In such a scenario, the wise move was to reopen 
the case and start a fresh inquiry so that every doubt 
is settled for both sides. But a three judge bench of the 
Supreme Court headed by Chief Justice ruled out any 
fresh inquiry to unravel the mystery surrounding Jus-
tice Loya’s death. The bench termed the death as natu-
ral and asked the petitioners not to misuse the power 
given to the people through PIL. With this judgement, 
the ruling party may be happy, but for a large number 
of people it has only raised their suspicions. It may be-
come a reality that if the ruling party fail to recapture 
power in the 2019 general elections, a fresh PIL may 
be filed to reopen the case and depending on the will 
of the government of the day an order may be issued. 
Such suspicions regarding the judiciary should be an-
swered immediately to re-establish the credentials of 
judiciary.

We know the task is not easy. There is no place of 
values in Indian system any more. Such a trend is dan-
gerous if we want to live in a democratic set up. Some 
may say that democracy has done more harm than 
good for the country, but they should realise the fact 
that India cannot remain intact without a democratic 
set up. Such a vast country with huge diversity cannot 
be ruled by an autocrat. So for our survival and best in-
terests we must demand independence and neutrality 
for all our democratic institutions.

Rajnish Singh | IANS

For representational purpose only.

We may face situations beyond our 
reserves, but never beyond God’s 

resources.

It is pitch dark when Ah-pi starts her day. Others in 
the village will wake up soon to make their way to 
the rubber plantation. Harvesting latex is one of the 

main sources of income for people living in Hongzhuang 
Village, China. To collect as much latex as possible, the 
trees must be tapped very early in the morning, before 
daybreak. Ah-pi will be among the rubber tappers, but 
first she will spend time communing with God.

Ah-pi’s father, husband, and only son have passed 
away, and she—with her daughter-in-law—is provid-
ing for an elderly mother and two young grandsons. Her 
story reminds me of another widow in the Bible who 
trusted God.

The widow’s husband had died and left her in debt 
(2 Kings 4:1). In her distress, she looked to God for help 
by turning to His servant Elisha. She believed that God 
cared and that He could do something about her situa-
tion. And God did. He provided miraculously for the dire 
needs of this widow (vv. 5–6). This same God also pro-
vided for Ah-pi—though less miraculously—through 
the toil of her hands, the produce from the ground, and 
gifts from His people.

Though life can make various demands on us, we 
can always draw strength from God. We can entrust our 
cares to Him, do all we can, and let Him amaze us with 
what He can do with our situation.

Father, thank You for Your patience when I trust in 
my own resources and turn to You only as a last 
resort. Teach me to seek Your help in all I do.

DAILY
PATH

The 
Widow’s 

Faith

BIBLE READ:   2 KINGS 4:1–7
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

The pagans run after all these things, and your 
heavenly Father knows that you need them.     

~  Matthew 6:32

W
ith only two months to go for the 
monsoon rains to arrive, relocating 
Rohingya refugees to a safe place has 
emerged as a serious concern for the 

Bangladesh government. It has also created a sense 
or worry for India’s Border Security Force (BSF) as 
intelligence inputs hint at mass infiltration when 
floods overwhelm the grounds where they are 
housed in refugee camps.

Over 1.15 million registered Rohingyas have 
been residing in the south-eastern part of Bangla-
desh, known as the Cox’s Bazar region, after they 
fled Myanmar to escape a military crackdown on 
their villages in Rakhine State on the night of Au-
gust 24-25, last year.

Bangladesh is looking at options like repatria-
tion of Rohingyas to Myanmar or their transfer to a 
safer location. It is also looking at safeguarding the 
existing shacks of the refugees and steps to prevent 
an epidemic when the rains hit. 

The BSF, on its part, has put its troops along the 
4,096 km India-Bangladesh border on alert to in-
tercept any infiltration by the refugees into India.

The Indian government has taken the position 
that they will not allow entry of illegal migrants as 
some Rohingyas had been found to have links with 
Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelligence for delivering 
fake Indian currency into the country. They were 
also said to be trying to illegally obtain Indian iden-
tification.

The BSF says it will have to follow the govern-
ment’s order to the tee. “We have intelligence in-
puts that Rohingyas would try to enter India when 
the rains come and we are putting in place plans to 
stop them,” a BSF official told IANS on condition of 
anonymity.

“All the Integrated Check Post commanders 
along the border have been instructed to be vigi-
lant and stop any illegal entry,” he said. Although 
the nearest Indian border is about 100 km away, the 
ability of refugess to face hardships and traverse 
long distances in search of a safe haven is known.

Most of refugees live in flimsy, bamboo-and-
plastic structures perched on what were once 
forested hills, as a visit by a group of 15 Indian 
and Bangladeshi journalists to Cox’s Bazar camp 
showed. It would lead to a disaster if they remain in 
the area when Bangladesh gets lashed by cyclones, 
at the peak of rainy season in July. The visit of jour-
nalists was facilitated by the BSF and hosted by 
Border Guards Bangladesh (BGB).

According to Bangladesh’s meteorological de-
partment, the highest incidence of rainfall is re-
corded in the south-eastern part of the country 
where the biggest makeshift camps of Rohingyas’ 
are located -- in Kutupalong and Balukhali -- an 
area of around 144 square kilometres.

Computer modelling by the United Nations 
High Commissioner of Refugess (UNHCR) shows 

that hundreds of thousands of Rohingya refugees 
would be threatened by floods and landslides dur-
ing the monsoon.

“Up to a third of the land could be flooded, leav-
ing lakhs of refugees living in the plains homeless... 
Refugee population living on slopes will also be at 
risk of landslide,” said an UNHCR report.

To cope with the situation the government is 
seeking relocation of the refugees back to their 
homeland. “The Bangladesh government is in a 
hurry to repatriate the refugees as per an agree-
ment signed between it and the Myanmar govern-
ment in November last year,” Brigadier General 
S.M. Rakibullah of BGB told IANS. 

“We recently sent a list of around 100,000 Ro-
hingyas to Myanmar for their identification and re-
patriation, but only a few of them were considered 
as nationals by their government,” said Rakibullah, 
Additional Director General and Regional Com-
mander of Adhoc Region Headquarters in Cox’s 
Bazar, adding that “the repatriation of refugees is 
considerably delayed”. 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has also ex-
pressed concern for the Rohingyas in view of the 
coming monsoons and has ordered new homes to 
be built for them on a nearby island called Bhasan 
Char, according to an official in Bangladesh’s Min-
istry of Information. 

But it would be impossible to do that for all the 
1.15 million refugees. Cox’s Bazar Assistant Direc-
tor, Rubel told IANS: “As water swallows the whole 
area south of Naff river during the monsoon sea-
son, evacuation of Rohingyas would become very 

difficult then.”
However, relocation to another area may not be 

easy as most of the places are populated by local 
Bangladeshis who are unlikely to take the presence 
of hundreds of thousands of refugees very kindly.

Officials point out that as it may not be possible 
to relocate a large number of refugees before mon-
soons, interim measures need to be taken.

And they are doing that. These include using 
bulldozers to improve roads, stabilise the slopes 
and level the land in the Kutupalong-Balukhali 
camp. The bamboo shacks on the hills are be-
ing strenghtened by sandbags, but officials point 
out that when rains become extremely heavy, this 
measure may not help much.

Also, emergency medical centres to tackle chol-
era or mosquito-borne disease are being set up, 
and so are search and rescue and first aid teams, 
according to an official. Several international agen-
cies, including UNHCR, are working alongside 
Bangladesh personnel to prepare for the coming 
rains. 

But Nur Hussain, 40, whose brother was killed 
in the military crackdown in Myanmar, is not con-
vinced. “My mud house and other makeshift shacks 
are not built to withstand storms, heavy rains or 
floods,” he said, looking at the skies with forebod-
ing eyes.

“Only Allah can help me and my people.” 

(Rajnish Singh was in Bangladesh on invitation 
of the BSF. He can be contacted at 

rajnish.s@ians.in)

Monsoon Threatens Over a Million Rohingyas 
in Bangla Camp; India Fears Mass Influx

Taponeel Mukherjee | IANS

A
uthor H. Jackson Brown Jr 
once remarked: “Opportunity 
dances with those already on 
the dance floor.” For global 

investors and businesses, India in the 
21st century is that very dance floor 
-- but we must hasten to add that the 
investment opportunities here come 
with a unique set of challenges.

Creating a business out of an op-
portunity that appears attractive at the 
macro level may be beset with chal-
lenges at a micro-level. Essentially, the 
country’s large market size in any sec-
tor presents a compelling investment 
opportunity, and yet the average return 
available per user may challenge the vi-
ability of the business model.

With rising incomes, immense 
growth opportunities will emerge in 
the coming decades across telecom, 
aviation and other such infrastructure 
sectors. The consumption of goods and 
services is expected to rise to levels ap-
proximating those of more developed 
markets such as China and the US.

Take, as examples, the case of op-
tical fibre cable and airline seats per 
capita. The optical fibre cable (much 
needed for 5G technology deploy-
ment) kilometres per capita in India is 
currently at 0.09 vis-a-vis China’s 0.87 

(as per CRU). In 2014, the annual air-
line domestic seats per capita in India 
stood at 0.08 vis-a-vis 2.59 in the US (as 
per the Centre for Asia Pacific Aviation, 
or CAPA).

Bridging of the gaps in these infra-
structure sectors is the opportunity 
investors must set their eyes on. De-
spite the low airline domestic seats per 
capita, CAPA maintains that, in terms 
of tickets sold, India is the third-largest 
and fastest-growing domestic aviation 
market in the world. This gives one an 
idea of the business opportunity. With 
the expected increases in incomes in 
the foreseeable future, these opportu-
nities will only become more attractive. 

Despite a large aggregate market 
size, the lower per capita income in 
India leads to a low revenue per user. 
This phenomenon poses a challenge 
for prospective businesses. Vodafone 
presents an interesting case in this re-
gard. In fiscal 2016-17, of its total glo-
bal subscriber base of 341.7 million, 
209 million were in India (about 61 per 
cent). Yet, revenue earned here was 
6.16 billion euros, or just 12.9 percent 
of its total global revenue of 47.6 billion 
euros.

In a business such as telecom that 
requires significant capital expendi-
ture, a low average revenue per user is 
a real challenge. The fact that the large 

subscriber base can deliver value in the 
future as the average revenue per user 
grows cannot compensate for the fact 
that sustaining businesses in the short 
to medium term can be confounding.

This apparent paradox of an attrac-
tive business from a macro perspec-
tive beset with challenges at the micro 
level, is not unique to just the telecom 
sector in India. This is a challenge that 
businesses in general face in a country 
that has a large aggregate economy, but 
low per capita income. 

The key to success for business in 
India is determined by the ability of 
an investor to circumvent the divide 
between an opportunity at a macro 
level and the ground-level challenges. 
Strategies to succeed should revolve 
around both sides of the balance sheet. 
From an asset perspective, businesses 
need to potentially bundle services and 
products so that customers are willing 
to give the company a larger share of 
their wallet.

For example, for a telecom business 
this could mean offering connectiv-
ity and entertainment as a package, 
a trend that is currently emerging. A 
second strategy could be to acquire the 
assets of or merge one’s assets with an-
other similar company to create econ-
omies of scale, a strategy Vodafone has 
adopted.

On the liability side of the balance 
sheet, businesses can innovate through 
prudent capital structure management 
to generate access to relatively inex-
pensive debt. Global interest rates are 
still at historic lows despite the recent 
rate hikes in the US. The global finan-
cial investor base is awash with liquid-
ity and hence willing to provide high 
quality businesses attractive borrowing 
terms. A high-quality company in India 
can create a moat around its business 
by borrowing for the long term at rela-
tively low interest rates and reap long-
run benefits.

India does present a unique set of 
opportunities and challenges for glo-
bal investors and businesses. That said, 
it is a major economy and in the years 
to come is projected to have one of the 
highest growth rates globally. One esti-
mate is that the India’s will be the third-
largest economy globally by 2050. A 
global business searching for growth 
will need to have significant market 
presence in India. We would advise pa-
tience and a differentiated strategy for 
success.

(Taponeel Mukherjee heads 
Development Tracks, an infrastructure 

advisory firm. Views expressed are 
personal. He can be contacted at 

taponeel.mukherjee@development-
tracks.com or @Taponeel on Twitter)

India Investing: Art of Connecting the Macro to the Micro

I
n the year 2009 the Pochury Bible translation 
suffered a major setback when the translator 
Rev. Thsüwachu Nyuwi passed away on August 
25, 2009. The long awaited Bible translation in 

Pochury which was nearing completion came to a 
dead end following his demise. While trying to come 
to term with the reality of his departure and the lacu-
na so created by his absence, the Pochury people did 
not know which way to go and whom to turn to. It was 
during that time Rev. Aheto, who was earlier the trans-
lation advisor of the Pochury Bible translator, came 
to Meluri from the Bible Society of India (BSI) office, 
Shillong to meet with the people of Pochury and re-
suscitate the dying translation project from its ICU. 

Having consulted with the tribal leadership, Rev 
Aheto came to my house and persuaded me to take 
up the challenging task of completing the partially 
completed translation. It was our first meeting and 
yet I had no qualms sharing my standpoint with him 
on a number of subjects. So friendly and thought-
ful was he that I began to look upon him as my own 
Pochury brother. After a brief exchange of opinions, 
seeing his willingness to make concession for me to 
work on the project alongside my regular teaching as-

signment at Shalom Bible Seminary, I expressed my 
readiness to work with him. 

The following year my work began and it took 
me nearly five years to complete the project, much 
longer than I expected. With his support and encour-
agement, the first complete version of the Pochury 
Naga Bible was published and released on Septem-
ber 24, 2014. The difficulties associated with the work 
of Bible translation is best known by those who have 
involved themselves personally in it. Rev. Aheto gave 
me a lot of freedom and flexibility to work according 
to my convenience. Aware of the practical difficul-
ties involved in making frequent travel to Shillong, he 
would make all the arrangement and come to me and 
offer all the necessary technical assistance I needed. 
It takes an advisor of great humility and understand-
ing like Rev. Aheto to climb down from his position 
and meet me in the comfort of my own house. Had 
it not been for his personal interest and love for the 
people of Pochury, the desire to have a Bible in our 
own language would remain a distant dream even to 
this day. 

In my years of working with a wide range of peo-
ple from different backgrounds, I have come across 

few people who are as readily available and easily 
approachable as Rev. Aheto. His love for the Word of 
God and the people of Pochury is unmistakably evi-
dent from my personal experience of having worked 
under him for a period of five years.  A humble, sin-
cere, and committed servant of God Rev. Aheto was, 
the people of Pochury will remain deeply indebted to 
him for his leadership in the successful translation of 
the Bible. In his demise, his family has lost a loving 
father and a husband. Me? I have lost a dear brother! 

Rev. Aheto was the Youth Secretary of WSBAK at 
the time of his departure from this world. On this sad 
occasion, as our Sema brothers and sisters bid their 
final adieu to this dear servant of God, the people 
of Pochury, particularly the Pochury Baptist Church 
Council (PBCC), stand in solidarity with them and 
mourn the dead of Rev. Aheto. To his dear wife and 
children, we convey our heartfelt condolence and 
pray for solace from our heavenly Father. May the 
God who feeds the sparrows and care for the lilies be 
there by your side at all time to meet all your needs. 

Rev. Rümatho Nyusou
Executive Secretary,  

Pochury Baptist Church Council

Remembering Rev. Aheto Sema
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hinese President Xi Jinping and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi attend the group photo session during the BRICS Summit at the Xiamen 
International Conference and Exhibition Center in Xiamen, China, in September 2017. Credit: Reuters/Kenzaburo Fukuhara/Pool
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The Wire Staff

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): You can relax a 
little at last! That’s what you could be think-
ing with today’s celestial energy. The time is 
perfect to get ready for the challenges that up 

to now were just anxieties inside you. If you’re thinking 
clearly today, Aries, it’s because you have the strength 
to face your problems. Now that you have your self-
confidence back, you might open your heart even wid-
er to someone dear.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You’re interest-
ed in better understanding yourself and your 
reactions to the world around you. Well, Tau-
rus, today you should take the time to look 

over your successes and failures, especially where your 
family life is concerned. The atmosphere is changing 
and things will be much more positive over the next 
few days. Think about sharing with other people what 
you have learned.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): This is a perfect 
day for falling in love, Gemini! You can expect 
anything to happen today. You could even 
meet someone who is ready to love, support, 

and listen to you when you need him or her most. You 
need to put all your fears and hesitations behind you 
on a day like today. Besides, a little madness every now 
and then won’t hurt. Throw caution to the wind!

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Today, Cancer, 
you’ll really be in the limelight. This could 
help you change what is sometimes a very 
negative image you have of yourself. You 

have a certain kind of energy and magnetism about 
you - it’s about time someone noticed! It’s only natu-
ral that you should be proud of yourself, and that other 
people should acknowledge your hard work and effort. 
Revel in this moment of glory!

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): If you’ve been feel-
ing a little under the weather, today’s plan-
etary configuration will make you feel a 
whole lot better, Leo. In a few days you’ll 

have the strength to pick up where you left off on the 
projects you perhaps began last month. A lot of things 
are changing in your life. Your motivations are evolv-
ing and your ambitions could be taking a different 
direction.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Today is another 
passionate day in a series of passionate days! 
Usually, Virgo, you’re a fairly reserved person 
where feelings are concerned. You’ll be much 

more demonstrative with your emotions over the next 
few days. You can be like a fire trapped inside a wall of 
ice, and today that ice is beginning to melt! Let it – and 
enjoy it!

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): If you come across 
someone a little strange or eccentric today, 
try and get to know him or her, because that 
person could be a reflection of part of you. 

The person will help you to see how modern and inno-
vative you are, and how much you should appreciate 
your wonderful qualities. Meeting this person could be 
a kind of exercise in self-satisfaction.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):  If you often 
help people in need, or if helping people 
is part of your profession, this day will 
bring certain ideas to light, Scorpio. You 

need to take the time on a regular basis to take care 
of yourself. If you don’t, you won’t be able to con-
tinue to help others. Think about it and stop mak-
ing excuses for why you can’t do it. Think of yourself 
for a change.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): One 
couldn’t really say that you have a hard time 
making decisions regarding your love life, 
Sagittarius. You’re a passionate person and 

you believe in love at first sight. You’re probably the 
most spontaneous lover in your immediate circle! Add 
to that, you’re entering a period in which your emo-
tions will be heightened. All the elements are there to 
ignite your creativity in every aspect of your life.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You enjoy 
reaping rewards for all your efforts. But in 
your love life, you have to admit that you can 
never be sure of the quantity or the quality of 

the fruits of your labors. Yet, today, Capricorn, you could 
realize that it’s time to plant some new seeds. You might 
not know how they’ll turn out, but you do know better 
than anyone else that you can’t win if you don’t play.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You prob-
ably know that you don’t attain freedom in 
one fell swoop, but rather bit by bit as you go 
through life, Aquarius. Perhaps you’ve been 

feeling as if you don’t have enough freedom. Over the 
next few days you could find the situations or people 
you need in order to liberate yourself. Don’t forget that 
love is the greatest freedom of all. It could be time to 
make room for it in your life.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Throughout the 
day you may get the feeling that something 
has changed in the way people relate to each 
other, Pisces. It will be as if people are surer 

of themselves, more open, more expressive. Where, 
exactly, do you fit into all of this? Are you in a mood 
to charm other people just for fun? This period is per-
fect for taking care of your appearance and getting in 
shape. Do it!

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

A
ntibiotic drug resistance is assuming dangerous 
proportions at the global level and India is one 
of the worst affected countries.

A new study has found bacteria resistant to 
the most powerful antibiotic in fresh food samples such 
as chicken, fish and vegetables. Scientists have also de-
ciphered the mechanism by which a gene responsible 
for making disease-causing bacteria resistant to power-
ful antibacterial drugs can get transmitted to humans.

The new findings about the presence of bacteria 
resistant to colistin – a last resort antibiotic – in food 
samples, and insertion of the resistance gene in bacte-
ria called Klebsiella pneumoniae (which causes a range 
of infections in humans) were presented on Tuesday at 
the European Congress of Clinical Microbiology and 
Infectious Diseases (ECCMID) which is underway in 
Madrid. Both the studies were presented by infectious 
diseases expert Dr Abdul Ghafur of Apollo Cancer Insti-
tute, Chennai.

In the first study, the research group reported that 
the presence of colistin-resistant bacteria was very high 
in food samples (chicken, fish, meat, vegetables) col-
lected from households, markets and fish and meat 
outlets. Out of 110 food samples collected in Chennai 
and analysed, 46% exhibited growth of colistin-resist-
ant bacteria like E.coli, Enterobacter spp. and Klebsiella 
spp.

“The situation is extremely worrying. One possible 
source could be rampant use of colistin as a growth 
promoter in animal husbandry sector. Poultry litter is 
used as fertiliser in farms which leads to contamina-
tion in vegetables,” observed Dr Ghafur. More than 30 
countries have already reported presence of colistin-re-
sistant bacteria in raw food samples, but this is the first 
time scientists have searched for these bugs in fresh 

food samples in India.
The second study, also presented at the conference, 

deals with genetic mechanism of colistin resistance.
The widely studied gene responsible for colistin 

resistance in bacteria as well as humans is known as 
‘mobilised colistin resistance’ or mcr. But many colis-
tin-resistant bacterial agents, particularly the bacteria 

Klebsiella do not possess this gene. Instead, they have 
an abnormality in another gene called mgrB.

“We have discovered that colistin-resistant Kleb-
siella with mgrB gene mutation can originate from 
food. Unlike mcr which is located in the plasmid part 
of bacteria and hence easily transmissible from food to 
humans, mgrB gene is located in the chromosome of 

the bacteria,” explained Dr Ghafur. “If the gene is in the 
chromosome, then it should not easily spread among 
bacteria and so should be less dangerous. But we have 
found that presence of ‘jumping genes’ helps dissemi-
nation of mgrB gene mutation and colistin resistance 
from food bacteria to humans, creating bacteria resist-
ant to the last line antibiotic-colistin.”

Dr Ghafur collaborated with researchers from CMC 
Vellore and other experts for the two studies. Dr Ghafur 
is the coordinator of Chennai declaration– a renowned 
initiative by medical societies in India to tackle antibi-
otic resistance– and also a technical advisory member 
of National antibiotic policy.

“Presence of colistin-resistant bacteria does not af-
fect edible quality of food, but we need to worry about 
them because once these resistant bacteria enter our 
gut and multiply they can spread resistance to other gut 
bacteria too,” he said, speaking to India Science Wire.

If food bacteria resistant to colistin but sensitive to 
other antibiotics enter the gut, multiply and then mix 
up their genetic elements with gut bacteria resistant to 
all antibiotics except colistin, then they can give rise to 
bacteria resistant to all antibiotics, including last-line 
antibiotics like carbapenem and colistin.

“This will make infections such as urinary tract in-
fections or those caused due to surgery and chemo-
therapy untreatable. We call these bacteria ‘pan drug-
resistant’ – resistant to all antibiotics available in the 
modern medicine armamentarium’,” he added.

He suggested urgent steps like curbing the use of 
colistin in the veterinary sector.

India imports about 200 tonnes of colistin every 
year, most of it from China. Interestingly, China has 
banned the use of colistin as growth promoter in ani-
mal feeds.

(Dinesh C. Sharma writes for India Science Wire 
and tweets at @dineshcsharma.)

W
ith no joint state-
ments or agreements, 
the forthcoming “in-
formal” summit be-

tween Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Chinese President Xi 
Jinping will not be “issue-based”, 
but rather broad-based to foster 
“strategic communication” at the 
highest political level.

This was stated by both Indian 

and Chinese sources on Tuesday, 
ahead of the summit that will take 
place on April 27 and 28 in the 
central Chinese city of Wuhan.

The announcement of the 
summit was made by the Indian 
and Chinese foreign ministers 
on Sunday. This would be third 
stand-alone meeting between 
Modi and Xi, after their joint so-
journs in Ahmedabad and Xian in 
2014 and 2015 respectively.

The reason this summit has 

been prefixed with the term ‘in-
formal’ is to make it less protocol-
heavy, Indian official sources said.

A formal summit usually in-
volves talks across table, with the 
two leaders first reading out an 
opening statement after which is-
sues are then picked up from the 
agenda. Typically, a joint declara-
tion would already have been ne-
gotiated before the leaders meet 
and would be ready to be released 
to the media. The signing of pre-

Study Finds Antibiotic Resistance Gene in Fresh Food Samples
Scientists have also deciphered the mechanism by which the genes responsible for making 

disease-causing bacteria resistant to powerful antibacterial drugs can get transmitted to humans.

Lifting the Veil on the Upcoming ‘Informal’ Wuhan India-China Summit

Sources say that the unusual timing of the Wuhan 
summit was due to the desire of both leaders to 
“devote” some more time to developing their 

personal relationship.

negotiated agreements also tend 
to be part of the complicated but 
predictable summit choreogra-
phy.

The Wuhan meeting later 
this week will be different. “Both 
sides have agreed not to sign an 
agreement or release any joint 
document but reach important 
consensus to resolve outstanding 
issues,” said Chinese vice foreign 
minister Kong Xuanyou in Beijing 
on Tuesday.

In Delhi, the description about 
the forthcoming summit is simi-
lar, but with a slight nuance.

Noting that the format was still 
“in flux”, sources here said that 
there would be no deliverables 
in the form of either agreements, 
joint statements or press commu-
niques.

Unlike earlier meetings where 
hot-button issues were flagged in 
advance by the Indian side, offi-
cials here are essentially signalling 
in advance that they do not expect 
any resolution of existing differ-
ences like Indian membership of 
the Nuclear Suppliers Group or 
support for Indian efforts to get 
the UN to blacklist Pakistan-based 
terrorists.

Anybody who knows China 
knows that its leadership does not 
discuss specific issues, sources 
here noted.

The “objective” is to have “stra-
tegic communication” at the high-
est level on the perspective that 
each leader has on both domestic, 
as well as, foreign policy issues. It 
is believed that discussions will be 
“informal, broad-based, overarch-
ing in content and will not be spe-
cific in terms of its topics”.

The Wuhan meeting stands 
in stark contrast to the Modi-Xi 
meeting in Tashkent in June 2016, 
when the Indian prime minister 
specifically sought the Chinese 
leader’s backing for Indian mem-
bership of the NSG.

According to sources here, the 
purpose now is for the two lead-
ers to understand the vision or 
domestic policy intentions of the 
other leader and how it shapes 
the external environment of that 
country. But there could also be 
some talks on how to “remove 
misconceptions and misunder-
standing that may arise”.

These discussions will be one-
on-one and sometimes with a 
small number of officials, but not 
across the table. There will be no 
formal read-outs or note-takers 
present at the meeting, the sourc-
es added.

The ‘informal’ summit takes 
place just a month before the 
annual meeting of the Shang-
hai Cooperation Organisation in 
Qingdao, for which the Indian 
prime minister will again travel to 
China.

Sources said that the unusual 
timing of the Wuhan summit was 
due to the desire of both leaders to 
“devote” some more time to devel-
oping their personal relationship. 
On the margins of the SCO sum-
mit, the maximum period for bi-
lateral discussions would perhaps 
have been half an hour.

Repeatedly stressing the agen-
da-less nature of the meeting, the 
sources characterised the “key 
outcome” of the informal summit 
was to build up communication 
channels at the leadership level to 
reach an understanding in an in-
formal atmosphere.

However, the sources were 
sceptical about whether the sum-
mit would impact India’s relation 
with the neighbourhood, espe-
cially Pakistan. In fact, there was a 
categorical assertion that there is 
no  likelihood of the SAARC sum-
mit being held this year.

While the ‘informal’ summit 
will take place after a period of 
prolonged strain last year over 
Doklam, it was pointed out that 

the meeting was not a ‘reset’ in 
India-China ties as is being de-
scribed in several media reports.

As far as New Delhi is con-
cerned, the Doklam ‘resolution’ 
at the face-off site still continues 
to hold, and that Chinese side has 
not resumed the road construc-
tion that would have impacted the 
location of the Bhutan-India-Chi-
na tri-junction.

Sources here also insist the ad-
visory issued by foreign secretary 
Vijay Gokhale asking officials to 
keep off the 60th anniversary cel-
ebrations of the Dalai Lama’s exile 
to India was not specifically relat-
ed to the ‘thaw’ in ties.

The sources said that India’s 
Tibet policy was laid out in the In-
dia-China joint statement of 1988, 
which meant that any event to 
mark the anniversary would have 
been political in nature. The advi-
sory was only a reiteration of pol-
icy followed by all governments 
over the years, sources said, add-
ing that the decision to change the 
venue and date of the main event 
was taken by the Tibetan authori-
ties.

However, foreign policy ana-
lysts and former diplomats dis-
pute this claim, pointing to 
instances when the Modi govern-
ment appeared to favour a rethink 
of tactics on the Tibet question. 
Unlike during the tenure of ear-
lier governments, the head of the 
Tibetan ‘government in exile’ was 
invited to Narendra Modi’s swear-
ing in ceremony in May 2014. Lat-
er, Tibetan activists were allowed 
to unfurl their flag at Pangong Su 
in Ladakh, again a departure from 
earlier government policy.

Analysts see Gokhale’s memo 
as a definite attempt by New Delhi 
to dial back on those elements of 
official policy, presumably to cre-
ate in Beijing the comfort level re-
quired for the two sides to make a 
fresh start as Wuhan.
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India, Mongolia agree to jointly fight terror, boost trade

SC questions Centre on mandatory seeding of Aadhaar with mobileCabinet approves 
restructured National 
Bamboo Mission

Maneka Gandhi extends 
support to petition on 
male child sexual abuse
New Delhi, April 25 (PTI): 
Women and Child Devel-
opment Minister Maneka 
Gandhi today extended 
her support to a petition 
by a filmmaker-activist 
who said that “male child 
sexual abuse is an ignored 
reality in India”.

Maneka in a reply to 
the petition said that a 
first-of-its-kind study on 
male survivors of child 
sexual abuse would be 
conducted.

“Another much ne-
glected sphere of child 
sexual abuse is male sur-
vivors. Child sexual abuse 
(CSA) is gender neutral. 
Boys who are sexually 
abused as children spend a 
lifetime of silence because 
of the stigma and shame 
attached to male survivors 
speaking out. It is a serious 
problem and needs to be 
addressed,” she said.

The minister said that 
following the petition, she 
had in September 2017 in-
structed the National Com-
mission for Protection of 
Child Rights (NCPCR) to look 
into the issue.  The NCPCR 
held a conference in this 
regard in November last year.

“As per the recom-
mendations that emerged 
from the conference, it 

was unanimously decided 
that there should be an 
amendment to the exist-
ing scheme for the vic-
tims of CSA to also include 
compensation for boys 
who have been sexually 
abused or raped,” she said.

During this confer-
ence, the NCPCR studied 
a preliminary research 
conducted by Dariwala 
which included 160 male 
survivors of sexual abuse 
from across the country.

The study revealed a 
possible correlation be-
tween unresolved sexual 
trauma on boys, and in-
creasing violence on wom-
en and children.

“Based on this study, 
the NCPCR has decided to 
invite Insia, with due sup-
port from Adrian Philips 
of Justice and Care, to con-
duct a larger study on male 
survivors of child sexual 
abuse, starting with obser-
vation homes, and special 
needs homes,” she said.

The National Commis-
sion for Protection of Child 
Rights will hold a consulta-
tion on ‘Preventive Strat-
egy on Child Sexual Abuse’ 
in New Delhi tomorrow to 
finalise cogent, potent and 
effective preventive meas-
ures on child sexual abuse.

Ulaanbaatar, April 25 
(IANS): Indian External 
Affairs Minister Sushma 
Swaraj on Wednesday dis-
cussed terrorism with her 
Mongolian counterpart 
Damdin Tsogtbaatar and 
the two agreed to collabo-
rate to confront those who 
design and support terror 
outfits.

Sushma Swaraj, who 
arrived in the Mongolian 
capital here on Tuesday af-
ter wrapping up her China 
visit, also called upon the 
country’s business com-
munity to seize economic 
opportunities from India’s 
growth.

She co-chaired the 
sixth round of the India-
Mongolia Joint Consulta-
tive Committee (IMJCC), 
focusing on a range of is-
sues including economic, 
energy, political, stra-
tegic, educational and 
cultural ties along with 
Tsogtbaatar.

She is the first Indian 
Foreign Minister to visit 

Mongolia in 42 years. 
In 2015, Narendra 

Modi became the first In-
dian Prime Minister to 
visit this landlocked Asian 
country. It had ruffled Chi-
na’s feathers.

Addressing the me-
dia here after the IMJCC 
meeting, Sushma Swaraj 
said: “We discussed glo-
bal challenges affecting 
humanity, particularly ter-
rorism, and agreed to col-
laborate bilaterally in the 
international arena to root 
out this evil.”

She said India sees 
Mongolia as a factor of sta-
bility in East Asia, adding 
that the country’s social 
and economic develop-
ment is the key to peace 
and prosperity in the re-
gion.

India is currently help-
ing Mongolia build its first 
oil refinery with a $1 bil-
lion line of credit, to re-
duce its dependence of 
neighbouring nations.

“ We reviewed the 

New Delhi, April 25 (PTI): The Su-
preme Court today raised questions 
over the government’s decision 
ordering mandatory seeding of 
mobile numbers with Aadhaar and 
said its earlier order on mandatory 
authentication of the users was used 
as a “tool”.

A five-judge Constitution bench 
headed by Chief Justice Dipak Misra, 
hearing a clutch of petitions chal-
lenging Aadhaar and its enabling 
2016 law, said its order on a PIL filed 
by ‘Lokniti Foundation’ had said that 
mobile users needed to be verified in 
the interest of national security.

“In fact there was no such direc-
tion from the Supreme Court, but 
you took it and used it as a tool (rpt 
tool) to make Aadhaar mandatory 
for mobile users,” the bench, also 
comprising Justices A K Sikri, A M 
Khanwilkar, D Y Chandrachud and 
Ashok Bhushan, said. 

Senior advocate Rakesh Dwivedi, 
appearing for the Unique Identifica-
tion Authority of India (UIDAI), said 
the Department of Telecommunica-
tion (DoT) notification talked about 
re-verification of mobile numbers 
by using e-KYC process and the Tel-
egraph Act gave “exclusive power to 
central government to decide license 
conditions” of service providers.

“How can you (DoT) impose 
condition on service recipients 
for seeding Aadhaar with mobile 
phones,” the bench said, adding that 
license agreements were between 
the government and the service 
providers.

Dwivedi said the direction to 
seed mobile with Aadhaar was taken 
in pursuance of TRAI’s recommen-
dation. Besides, the government 
was entitled and had legitimate state 
interest to ensure that a sim card is 
given to only those who applied, he 
said, seeking to allay apprehensions 

that the State would will surveil the 
people 24x7.

“My submission is that the gov-
ernment had a legal basis to link 
Aadhaar with SIM by virtue of sec-
tion 4 of the Telegraph Act and also, 
the measure is reasonable in the 
interest of national security,” the 
lawyer stressed.

Dwivedi, at the outset, alleged 
that the Aadhaar scheme was be-
ing unfairly targeted as nobody 
was questioning the banks and the 
telecom firms on collection of in-
formation.

The banks and telecom compa-
nies have much “bigger data base” 
about the citizens, he said, adding, 
“For example, Vodafone has much 
bigger data base of information even 
without Aadhaar. The Aadhaar data 
is immaterial for them.” 

“Appreciate the fact as to how 
much information a bank possesses 
about its customers. Every transac-
tion as to what I purchase by using 
cards, where and when, all this 
information is with banks. Aadhaar 
does not tell all this. This informa-
tion are already there and is being 
used for commercial purposes,” he 
said, adding that a person starts get-
ting numerous calls before their car 
insurance expire.

He said people are being “scared” 
about Aadhaar but “nobody questions 
the telecom companies, banks.... 
Their single target is Aadhaar”.

Dwivedi informed the bench 
about an app, available on Google 
Playstore and said it has so many 
personal information about a per-
son. He gave details, procured by 
using the app, about him, his family 
members to the bench.

The bench was pleasantly sur-
prised. Dwivedi said it has details 
regarding how much he charged 
from the Jammu and Kashmir gov-

ernment for appearing in a case.
The lawyer referred to the control 

being enjoyed by the UIDAI over 
entities, private and government 
which seek Aadhaar authentication 
for providing services and benefits 
to citizens.

These entities cannot track any 
individual by using these informa-
tion and moreover, they themselves 
have enough information with 
them, he said, adding that Aadhaar 
cannot lead to surveillance as ap-
prehended by the petitioners. 

“Vodafone can do targeted ad-
vertising using the data which is 
already happening without Aadhaar. 
Vodafone has far more demographic 
data about an individual than UIDAI 
has,” Dwivedi said, adding that at the 
most, such details can lead to forma-
tion of a directory and targeted ad-
vertisements is happening already. 

“Google and Facebook process 
tremendous data on a daily basis. 
UIDAI does not have that kind of al-
gorithm,” he said and urged the court 
to save the Aadhaar law and suggest 
measures, if any, to make it work. 

He referred to a list of entities and 
said most of them required one-time 
authentication and hence there was 
no question that State will surveil the 
people 24x7. He also referred to in-
built security features in the law and 
system of Aadhaar authentication.

Dwivedi concluded his argu-
ments on behalf of UIDAI saying that 
CIDR was safe, data was encrypted 
and was held offline and above all, 
the Aadhaar scheme was safer than 
smart cards as there was no chance 
of data breach.

Lawyer Gopal Shankarnarayan, 
who started his submissions, said 
the right to identity was an “absolute 
fundamental right” and Aadhaar 
provided a kind of proof of identifi-
cation to all Indians.

New Delhi, April 25 (IANS): 
The Cabinet Commit-
tee on Economic Affairs 
(CCEA) on Wednesday 
approved centrally-spon-
sored National Bamboo 
Mission (NBM) under 
the National Mission for 
Sustainable Agriculture 
(NMSA) for the remaining 
period of the 14th Finance 
Commission till 2019-20.

The CCEA has also ap-
proved empowerment of 
the executive committee 
for formulating the NBM 
guidelines and to make 
the changes, including 
cost norms, for various 
interventions with the ap-
proval of Ministry of Ag-
riculture. The decisions 
were taken at a meeting 
chaired by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.

The mission is expect-
ed to establish about 4,000 
treatment/product devel-
opment units and bring an 
additional 100,000 hectare 
area under plantation.

An outlay of Rs 1,290 
crore (with Rs 950 crore 
as central share) has been 
made for implementation 
of the mission during the 
remaining period of the 
14th Finance Commission 
(2018-19 and 2019-20).

An official release said 
the scheme would ben-
efit farmers and artisans 
engaged in bamboo sec-
tor including associated 

industries. 
“Since it is proposed to 

bring about one lakh hec-
tare area under plantation, 
it is expected that about one 
lakh farmers will benefit 
directly in terms of planta-
tion,” the release said.

The mission will focus 
on development of bamboo 
in the northeastern region 
and states such as Mad-
hya Pradesh, Maharashtra, 
Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Kar-
nataka, Uttarakhand, Bihar, 
Jharkhand, Andhra Pradesh, 
Telangana, Gujarat, Tamil 
Nadu and Kerala.

The release said that 
bamboo plantation would 
contribute to optimising 
farm productivity and in-
come and enhance liveli-
hood opportunities of small 
and marginal farmers.

It said the mission 
would provide quality 
material, contribute to cli-
mate resilience and help 
in creating employment 
generation directly or in-
directly in both skilled and 
unskilled segments.

The NBM, which was 
started as a centrally-
sponsored scheme in 
2006-07, emphasises on 
propagation of bamboo 
with limited efforts on 
processing, product devel-
opment and value addi-
tion and the weak linkage 
between the producers 
and the industry.

Ex-MLA gets bail in murder case; 
police says NSA will prevent his release
Ghaziabad, April 25 (IANS): Former 
Sahibabad MLA and Congress leader 
Amar Pal Sharma, who was arrested 
in connection with the murder of 
BJP leader Gajendra Bhati, was 
bailed out by the Allahabad High 
Court on Wednesday, officials said.

Bhati was murdered on Sep-
tember 2, 2017, in Khoda locality, 
bordering Delhi. 

Commenting on the develop-
ment, Ghaziabad Senior Superin-
tendent of Police Vaibhav Krishna 
said that the former MLA could not 

be a free man despite bail since the 
National Security Act was invoked 
against him.

“We are checking when his de-
tention under the NSA is ending. 
If it is a short period, we will take 
take legal steps to ensure he is kept 
behind bars,” the SSP said. 

Ghaziabad Police had arrested 
sharpshooters Narendra Gurjar alias 
Narendra Fauzi and Raju, the two 
contract killers who shot dead the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader 
in lieu of Rs 10 lakh. 

Narendra Gurjar, who had been 
Sharma security officer , had alleg-
edly confessed that he along with 
Raju killed Bhati at the behest of the 
former legislator. 

Sharma was represented Sa-
hibabad as Bahujan Samaj Party 
MLA in the Uttar Pradesh Assembly 
but joined the Congress after he 
was denied a ticket in the 2017 As-
sembly elections. He contested on 
a Congress ticket but lost the seat 
to Bharatiya Janata Party’s Sunil 
Sharma. 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS

NEWS IN BRIEF
Day temperatures rise in 
Himachal Pradesh; Una hottest
Shimla, April 25 (PTI): The day temperatures in 
Himachal Pradesh rose as the weather remained dry 
in the region as Una in Shiwalik foothills experienced 
the hottest day of the season with a high of 41 degrees 
Celsius. The local Meteorological (MeT) Office has 
warned of rains and thundershowers, accompanied 
by squall and hailstorm in the lower and mid hills on 
April 27 and 28 and forecast dry weather in the region 
on April 29. The MeT office also forecast rains and 
thunderstorm in the mid hills and rains or snow in 
the higher hills from April 26 to April 28 and again on 
April 30 and May 1.

UGC issues list of 24 fake 
universities
New Delhi, April 25 (IANS): The University Grants 
Commission (UGC) on Wednesday issued the list 
of 24 fake Universities across the country, an official 
statement said. “In the interest of students and public 
at large, the University Grants Commission has 
released the list of 24 fake Universities. “UGC has said 
that these 24 self-styled, unrecognized institutions 
functioning in contravention of the UGC Act have 
been declared as fake and are not entitled to confer any 
degrees,” the Human Resource Development Ministry 
said in a statement. The listed universities were found 
to have been operating in states such as Delhi, Uttar 
Pradesh, Kerala, Karnataka, Odisha, West Bengal and 
the union territory of Puducherry. The maximum were 
in Uttar Pradesh (eight) and Delhi (seven).

ISRO defers launch of GSAT-
11; recalls satellite to carry out 
additional checks
Bengaluru, April 25 (PTI): ISRO has rescheduled the 
high-profile launch of its advanced communication 
satellite GSAT-11, the heaviest made in India, from 
Kourou, French Guiana, for additional technical 
checks, and recalled the spacecraft. The Indian 
Space Research Organisation’s move to put off the 
May 25 launch comes weeks after the country’s 
communication satellite with military applications 
GSAT-6A went missing after a perfect launch. ISRO 
Chairman K Sivan said they wanted to carry out some 
tests and the satellite was in the process of being 
shipped back. GSAT-11, with a lift-off mass over 5,700 
kg, was initially planned to ride piggyback with co-
passengers on Ariane space rocket on its mission on 
May 25.  The launch of GSAT-11 scheduled during May 
2018 from Kourou, French Guiana is rescheduled. 
The revised launch date will be communicated 
subsequently,” the city headquartered ISRO said in a 
brief statement. The space agency’s statement gave 
no reason for rescheduling the launch. However, in a 
statement on its website, European space transporter 
Arianespace said the Ariane 5 launch numbered 
VA243 had been postponed due to additional 
technical checks the satellite needs to undergo.

Congress leader shot dead in J&K 
Srinagar, April 25 (IANS): A Congress leader was 
killed and his two security guards injured in a militant 
attack on Tuesday in Jammu and Kashmir’s Pulwama 
district, police said. While police initially said that 
Gulam Nabi Patel was an activist of the ruling Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP), Chief Minister Mehbooba 
Mufti identified him as Congress leader.  Militants 
fired at Patel’s vehicle in Rajpora Chowk of Pulwama, 
injuring him and his guards, a police officer said. 
Patel later succumbed to his critical injuries, while 
the injured security guards, Imtiyaz Ahmad and Bilal 
Ahmed, are being treated, the official said. “Heartfelt 
condolences to the family of senior Congress leader, 
G. N. Patel who was killed by militants today in 
Rajpora. Such cowardly acts achieve nothing but 
leave one more family devastated,” said Mehbooba 
Mufti in a tweet.

Newborn bobbitised by quack in 
Jharkhand dies
Ranchi, April 25 (IANS): A newborn has died in 
Jharkhand’s Chatra district after he was bobbitised by 
a quack to prove his “sex determination test” correct, 
officials said on Wednesday. According to police, 
Gudia Devi, who was into eighth month of pregnancy, 
was admitted to a nursing home in Jaiprakash Nagar 
in Chatra district on Tuesday.  A quack Anuj Kumar, 
claiming to be doctor, conducted ultrasound of the 
woman. Kumar told her husband Anil Panda she had 
a “baby girl” in her womb. However, the woman gave 
birth to a boy on Tuesday night.  The quack, to prove 
himself “true”, bobbitised the newborn and said a 
baby girl was born. The infant died. The woman’s 
mother, who saw everything, created an uproar at 
the nursing home. Kumar, however, tried to settle 
the issue. Later, he managed to escape.  According to 
police, the nursing home was operating illegally. The 
state government had already issued an order to shut 
the nursing home.

Health ministry to bring new set 
of rules for e-pharmacies
New Delhi, April 25 (PTI): The Health Ministry is 
planning to bring in a new set of regulations for online 
sale of medicines, under which e-pharmacies will need 
to be registered with a central authority and would 
not be allowed to sell narcotics, tranquilisers and 
psychotropic drugs. The Ministry of Health is planning 
to bring amendments to the Drugs and Cosmetic 
Rules, 1945, to bring the regulations for e-pharmacies, 
and the draft rules have been shared with states and 
comments of state drug regulators sought, a ministry 
official said. Online pharmacies have to register with 
the Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation 
(CDSCO) and they will not be allowed to supply drugs 
under the narcotics, psychotropic and tranquiliser 
categories, according to the draft rules. E-pharmacy 
registration holders will also have to establish and 
maintain a portal for the management of business, 
it said.  The portal will have details of logistic service 
providers, a written policy of supplied drugs and their 
contact details, as per the draft rules.  E-pharmacy 
registration holders would have to provide 24X7 
customer support. The registration certificate is 
valid for a period of three years from the date of its 
issue, according to the draft rules. The new set of 
regulations will also make medicines more accessible 
and available at peoples’ doorstep.

progress in our on-going 
collaborative projects, 
including the refinery 
project selected by the 
government of Mongolia 
for implementation with 
the support of $1 billion 
dollar Indian line of credit. 

“We directed our of-
ficials to coordinate fol-
low up action on each 

side for the expeditious 
implementation of these 
projects. Our strong po-
litical ties must be comple-
mented by commensurate 
levels of trade, economy 
and investment.” 

Stating that India has 
today emerged as one of 
the fastest growing large 
economies in the world, 

Sushma Swaraj said that 
with its rich natural re-
sources and strong aspi-
ration for development, 
Mongolia can be an im-
portant partner in India’s 
growth story. 

“Foreign Minister 
Tsogtbaatar and I agreed 
to explore possible ways 
to identify new areas of 
cooperation in all sectors 
of mutual interest and 
to enhance our bilateral 
trade and investments. 
We discussed economic 
cooperation in areas such 
as infrastructure develop-
ment, energy, services and 
IT,” Sushma Swaraj said. 

“I call upon the Mon-
golian business commu-
nity to seize economic 
opportunities arising out 
of India’s growth.”

In Wednesday’s meet-
ing, both sides agreed to 
remove institutional and 
logistical impediments to 
boost trade, tourism and 
people-to-people con-
tacts. 

“I reiterated to Foreign 
Minister Tsogtbaatar our 
continued commitment 
for capacity building pro-
grammes for the people 
of Mongolia, including in 
areas such as, training in 
English language and IT,” 
the Indian External Affairs 
Minister said. 

She said both the na-
tions have identified new 
areas of cooperation that 
include IT, infrastructure, 
energy and services.

“ We look for ward 
to more students visit-
ing India for pursuing 
vocational education & 
training under the Indian 
Technical and Economic 
Cooperation programme, 
also known as ITEC, and 
through scholarships of-
fered by the Indian Coun-
cil of Cultural Relations,” 
she said. 

Sushma Swaraj also 
encouraged Mongolian 
students to visit India and 
enroll in fields like Bud-
dhist studies.

External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj and  Mongolia Foreign 
Minister of Mongolia Damdin Tsogtbaatar pose for a picture during 
a signing ceremony during the 6th India-Mongolia Joint Committee 
meeting at Ulaanbaatar in Mongolia on Wednesday.
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Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu releasing a Dr. Sameer Sharma’s book ‘Smart Cities Unbundled’ in New Delhi on Wednesday.
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Washington, April 25 
(IANS): US President 
Donald Trump and his 
French counterpart Em-
manuel Macron have sug-
gested there could be a 
new agreement on Iran’s 
nuclear programme, me-
dia reports said.

The visiting French 
President on Tuesday pro-
posed to work with other 
parties to forge the new 
deal amid bilateral diver-
gences on several issues 
remaining, as his state visit 
drew to a close, Xinhua 
news agency reported.

Speaking at a joint 
press conference with 
Trump, Macron said the 
current Iran nuke deal, 
internationally known as 
the JCPOA signed in 2015, 
was not “sufficient”. 

However, it still “ena-
bled us, at least until 2025, 
to have some control over 
their nuclear activities”, he 
added, saying: “We there-
fore wish, from now on, to 
work on a new deal with 
Iran.” 

After the talks, Trump, 
who is sceptical of the 2015 

accord, also spoke about 
“doing a much bigger... 
deal”, the BBC reported.

Macron said a new 
pact must cover Iran’s bal-
listic missile programme 
and its role in the Middle 
East.

Iran had warned of 
“severe consequences” if 
the US withdrew from the 
deal. 

In 2015,  Iran had 
agreed to mothball its nu-
clear programme in return 
for an easing of economic 
sanctions on Tehran.

Tr u m p  h a s  b e e n 
threatening to reject an 
extension of the Barcak 
Obama-era nuclear pact 
reached between Tehran 
and world powers by a 
May 12 deadline, the BBC 
report said.

German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel, who is due 
to visit the US on Friday, 
will make a last-minute 
bid to dissuade Trump 
from potentially torpedo-
ing the agreement.

Iranian Foreign Min-
ister Javad Zarif was quot-
ed as saying that Tehran 

would “most likely” aban-
don the accord if the US 
pulled out.

Macron agreed that 
Tehran’s influence in the 
region must be part of 
negotiations. He stressed 
that the 2015 deal controls 
Iran’s nuclear programme 
for the next decade, but 
the fresh deal must cover 
its nuclear activities long-
er-term, the BBC said.

Macron also talked 
about working with Trump 
to build a “new frame-
work” in the Middle East 
-- and especially in Syria.

The French President 
said he did not know 
whether Trump would ex-
tend the May 12 deadline, 
adding: “I can say that we 
have had very frank dis-
cussions on that, just the 
two of us.”

Trump earlier warned 
Iran against resuming its 
nuclear programme. 

“They’re not going to 
be restarting anything. 
They restart it they’re go-
ing to have big problems, 
bigger than they’ve ever 
had before.”

Tehran, April 25 (IANS): Iranian Presi-
dent Hassan Rouhani on Wednesday 
accused the US and its European allies of 
violating their commitments with regards 
to a nuclear deal that Tehran signed with 
world powers in 2015.

US President Donald Trump and his 
French counterpart Emmanuel Macron 
announced on Tuesday that they were 
working on a “new deal” that would ex-
pand and extend the terms of the deal, 
also known as Joint Comprehensive Plan 

of Action (JCPOA). 
The JCPOA is an international agree-

ment reached on July 14, 2015 between 
Iran and six world countries -- China, 
France, Russia, Britain, the US and Ger-
many, plus the EU.

Rouhani in a televised speech in Tabriz 
city said that Iran won’t accept to add or 
omit even a simple sentence from the 
JCPOA. 

“If Europe minds to please Trump, they 
should mind its costs and avoid putting 
their hands in the pocket of noble Iranian 
people,” he was quoted as saying by Is-
lamic Republic News Agency.

The Iranian President said they (Trump 
and Macron) had no “right” to renegoti-
ate a seven-party agreement. He also 
dismissed Trump as a “tradesman” not 
qualified to comment on global treaties, 
according to a BBC report.

“You don’t have any background in 
politics,” he said. “You don’t have any 
background in law. You don’t have any 
background on international treaties.”

Trump said the US will reimpose sanc-
tions on Iran suspended under the deal 
on May 12 unless Congress and European 
powers fixed its “disastrous flaws”.

US and European officials were re-
ported to have made progress on two of 
his demands -- for Tehran to give interna-
tional inspectors immediate access to all 
sites they want to see and for Iran to halt 
development and testing of ballistic mis-
siles. “Together with a leader of a European 
country (the Americans) say: ‘We want to 
decide on an agreement reached by seven 
parties,’” Rouhani said.

Moscow, April 25 (PTI/
AFP): Russia said today 
that there was “no alterna-
tive” to the current Iran 
nuclear deal, after US 
President Donald Trump 
and French counterpart 
Emmanuel Macron called 
for a new agreement with 
Tehran.

“We believe that no 
alternative exists so far,” 
President Vladimir Putin’s 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
told reporters, adding that 

Iran’s position on the sub-
ject was paramount.

“We are in favour of 
keeping the Joint Compre-
hensive Plan of Action in 
its current form,” Peskov 
added, referring to the 
nuclear deal hammered 
out in 2015.

He said the agreement 
was the product of the ef-
forts of many countries.

“The question is, will it 
be possible to repeat such 
successful work in the 

current situation,” Peskov 
added.

Iran’s President Has-
san Rouhani rejected the 
US and French calls, and 
the EU also insisted the 
current agreement must 
stay.

Trump faces a May 12 
deadline to decide on the 
fate of the Iran nuclear 
accord and is demanding 
changes that European 
capitals believe would rep-
resent a legal breach.

Copenhagen, April 25 (IANS): Danish inventor Pe-
ter Madsen was on Wednesday sentenced to life in 
prison without parole for the mutilation and murder 
of Swedish journalist Kim Wall on his submarine.

Peter Madsen, 47, was found guilty of the 
charges of premeditated murder, sexual assault and 
desecrating the corpse of Wall, who was last seen 
boarding his UC3 Nautilus submarine in Copen-
hagen on August 10 to interview him for an article, 
CNN reported.

Wall was declared missing on August 11. Later, 
her torso washed up on an island near Copenhagen 
on August 21. Her head and legs were found weeks 
later. 

After his arrest, Madsen gave differing accounts 
of what had happened on board his submarine. He 
consistently denied charges of murder and sexual 
assault, claiming Wall died by accident from carbon 
dioxide poisoning, although he admitted to dis-
membering her body and tossing it into the sea in 
a state of panic.

“There is clear evidence that the accused has 
shown an interest in killing and dismembering peo-
ple,” said Judge Anette Burkoe while announcing the 
verdict. Burkoe, described the crime as “a cynical 
and planned sexual murder of a severe brutal nature 
against a random woman”.

The morning after Wall’s disappearance, Mad-
sen’s self-engineered submarine sunk in suspicious 
circumstances. It later turned out that he had scut-
tled the vessel. 

During the opening session of his trial in March, 
prosecutors said there was a suspicion that Madsen 
had “psychopathic tendencies” after investigators 
discovered films on his computer showing women 
being tortured and mutilated. 

Wall graduated from Columbia University and 
the London School of Economics. At the time of 
her death, the journalist’s work had appeared in the 
New York Times, the Guardian and Time magazine, 
among other publications.

Banda Aceh, April 25 (PTI/AFP): The 
death toll from a blaze at an illegal In-
donesian oil well today has jumped to 
18 with dozens injured, authorities said, 
warning there could be yet more victims.

Images from the accident showed a 
towering flame shooting some 70 metres 
above homes and palm trees dotting a 
small community in Sumatra island’s 
Aceh province.

Firefighters this afternoon were still 
battling the blaze sparked by an oil spill 
at about 1:30 am in a residential area. 
Several homes were destroyed.

“We’re still unable to control the fire,” 
said Syahrizal Fauzi, head of the local dis-
aster mitigation agency. “We don’t know if 
there are still victims because we cannot 
get any closer.” 

Authorities initially said at least 10 
people died and some 40 “severely in-
jured” victims were being treated.

The jump in the death toll was due to 
the subsequent deaths of eight victims 
who had been rushed to hospital, au-
thorities said.

“There was a group of people digging 
in the old well but suddenly a huge fire 
was sparked and it exploded,” said na-
tional police spokesman Setyo Wasisto.

The victims were collecting oil from 
around the entrance of a well bore when 
the blaze erupted, police said.

It was not known how much oil was 
spilled or what ignited the fire, but au-
thorities suggested a lit cigarette as a 
possible cause.

“There were many people there who 
were smoking,” Wasisto said.

“It’s a village, so many were scram-
bling to get oil and it was crowded.” East 
Aceh is dotted with numerous small-scale 
oil drilling operations, which are often 
run illegally by local villagers.

There are reportedly tens of thou-
sands of such wells across the Indonesian 
archipelago.

Abandoned oil wells are sometimes 
re-tapped while locals also drill into fresh 
sites to find new sources.

Deadly fires are not uncommon in 
Indonesia, a sprawling country of more 
than 260 million people where safety 
regulations are often flouted.

In October 47 people died after a blaze 
tore through a fireworks factory outside 
Jakarta.

Workplace safety is often lacking in 
Indonesia and there are also concerns 
about lax building standards.

Kathmandu, April 25 (PTI): Hun-
dreds of people gathered in the 
midst of the remains of historic 
shrine of Kashthamandap in the 
heart of Nepal’s capital city to 
remember victims of the 2015 
earthequake, with prime minister 
K P Oli vowing to rebuild the herit-
age sites devastated in the tragedy.

The earthquake had killed 
around 9,000 people and injured 
more than 22,000 in 2015.

The people gathered at Kash-
thamandap observed silence and 
lit candles to remember victims.

The magnitude 7.8 quake and 
its aftershocks damaged or de-
stroyed nearly one million build-
ings and displaced millions of 
people. Even after three years of 
the devastating incident, many 
people are still struggling to rebuild 
their homes despite international 
pledges of more than USD 4 bil-
lion in aid.

The Nepal government has 
been criticised for its slow progress 
in the reconstruction and rehabili-
tation works. 

Addressing a gathering held 
in the ruins of the historical nine-
storey historic tower Dharahara, 

Prime Minister Oli vowed to inten-
sify reconstruction efforts.

“Let’s rebuild our heritage sites 

like Dharahara, Rani Pokhari, 
Kasthamandap and Basantapur,” 
Oli said.  The devastating quake 

damaged 753 cultural heritage 
sites of the country which were the 
major attractions for tourists.

Toronto, April 25 (PTI/
AFP): A Canadian man 
who apparently had a 
grudge against women 
was charged with mur-
der after allegedly plow-
ing a rented van onto a 
crowded Toronto side-
walk, killing 10 people -- 
an incident that shocked 
the nation.

Police said the sus-
pect, 25-year-old Alek Mi-
nassian, was not known 
to them before Monday’s 
carnage in Canada’s most 
populous city, which also 
left 14 people injured. 
Most of the victims were 
women.

Public Safety Minister 
Ralph Goodale played 
down any suggestion that 
the attack bore the hall-
marks of those carried out 
by truck-driving extrem-
ists in London, Nice and 
other cities, saying “there 

is no discernable connec-
tion to national security.” 

But authorities said 
the incident during the 
busy lunch hour Monday 
was undoubtedly deliber-
ate.

Lead investigator De-
tective-Sergeant Graham 
Gibson said 

Minassian had posted 
a “cryptic message on Fa-
cebook minutes before he 
began driving the rented 
van” along a long stretch 
of Yonge Street, eventually 
jumping the curb onto the 
sidewalk.

In the post, Minassian 
praised mass killer Elliot 
Rodger -- a 22-year-old 
American who murdered 
six people and then killed 
himself in California in 
2014, and who had pro-
fessed frustration over 
his virginity and women 
rejecting him.

Tel Aviv, April 25 (IANS): 
Israel’s Defence Minister 
Avigdor Lieberman said 
on Monday that Israel will 
strike back if Syria uses 
Russian S-300 missiles 
against its air force.

“There has to be one 
thing clear: if someone 
shoots at our planes, we’ll 
destroy them,” Lieberman 
told the Hebrew-language 
Ynet news site, Xinhua 
reported.

The minister referred 
to comments by top Rus-
sian officials to the Kom-
mersant newspaper that 
Russia is expected to pro-
vide Syria with S-300 anti-
aircraft defence systems.

“Russian systems are 
there (in Syria) and are not 
being used against us, and 
if the Syrian systems act 
against us, we will destroy 
them,” said Lieberman.

“We are not interfering 
in Syria’s internal affairs, 
but on the other hand, we 
will not allow Iran to flood 
Syria with sophisticated 
weapons systems aimed 
at Israel,” he added.

On the Israeli-Russian 
ties, the Israeli defence 
minister said Israel main-
tains “an open line with 
the Russian army in Rus-
sia.”

“I think Russians have 
no reason to seek friction 
with us, and we are not 
looking for friction with 
them,” he said.

Israel has been car-
rying out occasional air-
strikes against Syrian army 
positions, usually in re-
sponse to errant fire from 
the Arab country plagued 
by a seven-year-long war 
between the government 
of Syrian President Bashar 
al-Assad and rebel groups. 

Tensions between Is-
rael and Iran have been 
on the rise following an al-
leged Israeli attack on the 
T-4 air base in Syria earlier 
in April.

Ankara, April 25 (PTI/
AFP): Nearly 30,000 Af-
ghans have arrived in 
Turkey in the last three 
months, the Turkish gov-
ernment said today, af-
ter Amnesty International 
criticised the authorities 
“ruthless” decision to send 
more than 7,000 back to 
Afghanistan.

Interior Minister Su-
leyman Soylu said 29,899 
Afghans had crossed into 
Turkey since January com-
pared to 45,259 people in 
the whole of 2017, state 
news agency Anadolu re-
ported.

“In recent months, we 
are facing a new refugee 
wave, especially from Af-
ghanistan,” Soylu said, 
adding that 1,328 peo-
ple smugglers had been 
caught by April.

Turkish authorities 
have sent back 7,100 mi-
grants to Afghanistan since 
early April, rights group 
Amnesty said yesterday, as 
it denounced the “ruthless 
deportation drive”.

“Thousands more are 
in detention, being treated 
more like criminals than 
people fleeing conflict 
and persecution,” Anna 

Shea, Amnesty researcher 
on refugee and migrants 
rights, said in a statement.

Migrants from Afghan-
istan and other countries 
affected by conflict and 
poverty often use Turkey 
as a transit country in the 
hope of reaching Europe.

According to Amnesty, 
there are 145,000 Afghans 
in Turkey.

The country is also 
home to more than 3.5 
million Syrian refugees, as 
well as more than 300,000 
Iraqi refugees, who have 
fled conflicts in their re-
spective countries.

75,284 migrants have 
so far reached Turkey 
in 2018 compared with 
172,745 last year, Soylu said 
in a speech in the southern 
city of Adana.

In March 2016, Turkey 
signed an agreement with 
the European Union to 
stop the flow of refugees 
to Europe after the worst 
refugee crisis since the 
Second World War. 

Over one million mi-
grants and refugees landed 
on Europe’s shores in 2015, 
fleeing war and poverty in 
the Middle East, Asia and 
Africa.

Lagos, April 25 (IANS): 
At least 13 people lost 
their lives when suspect-
ed herdsmen attacked a 
church in central north 
Benue State on Tuesday, 
a government spokesper-
son said.

Terver Akase, the state 
governor’s spokesperson, 
who confirmed the kill-
ings, said the governor 
has cut short his vacation 
to return home and ad-
dress the security chal-
lenge occasioned by the 
ongoing killing of Benue 
people by armed Fulani 
herdsmen, Xinhua re-
ported.

Two Catholic priest 
and 11 Parishioners were 
killed in a early morning 
attacked at a church.

The attack took place 
at St. Ignatius Quasi Cath-
olic Parish, Ukpor, Mba-
Lom, Gwer East local gov-
ernment area of the state.

Eye witnesses said the 

herdsmen stormed the 
church during morning 
funeral mass and shot the 
victims dead.

They told police and 
journalists that the attack-
ers stormed the church at 
about 5:00 a.m. local time 
when the funeral mass 
was going on and killed 
the priests and 11 parish-
ioners.

President Muham-
madu Buhari has de-
scribed as vile and satanic 
the killing of worshipers 
and two priests at the 
church in Benue.

T h i s  b r i n g s  t h e 
number of people kill-
ing by suspected Fulani 
herdsmen to 45 since 
Governor Samuel Ortom 
proceeded on his annual 
leave. 

Last week, killings 
took place in Logo, Guma, 
Makurdi and Naka areas 
of the state by suspected 
Fulani militia.
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In this photo released by official website of the 
office of the Iranian Presidency, President Hassan 
Rouhani waves to the crowd in a public gathering 
during his visit to the northwestern city of Tabriz, 
Iran, Tuesday, April 24, 2018. 

AP/PTI

President Donald Trump and French President Emmanuel Macron during their meeting in Oval Office of 
the White House in Washington, Tuesday, April 24, 2018. 

AP/PTI

Nepalese Prime Minister Khadga Prasad Oli speaks in front of the Dharahara tower which collapsed in the 2015 earthquake, during 
a function to mark the third anniversary of the earthquake in Kathmandu, Nepal, Wednesday, April 25, 2018. The violence of the 
7.8-magnitude earthquake  killed nearly 9,000 people and left countless towns and villages across central Nepal in shambles. 

Trump, Macron hint at new Iran n-deal

Iran rejects Trump-Macron nuclear proposals

Russia says ‘no alternative’ to Iran nuclear deal

Danish engineer 
gets life term 
for Swedish 
journalist’s murder

Indonesia oil well explosion 
kills 18, injures dozens

Nepal observes third anniv. of devastating earthquakeCanada van massacre 
driver charged with murder

Israel warns 
Syria not to 
use Russian 
missiles against 
its aircraft

Turkey says facing ‘new 
refugee wave’ after 
30,000 Afghans arrive

13 killed in latest 
Nigeria church attack
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Hugh Jackman’s special message for India
Actor Hugh Jackman has thanked Indian fans for supporting him during his journey 
as Wolverine. The actor thanked the fans by posting a video on Twitter after seeing 
a tribute video of his fans made by Star Movies as part of #OneLastTime campaign, 
read a statement.  In the video, he said: “To all my fans in India, I just saw that 
incredible compilation, thank you so much it means the world to me. It’s been an 
amazing journey and your support over 17 years, honestly it touches me. So thank 
you so much for sending me that video, I’ll keep it forever.” “The Wolverine” film 
saga started 17 years ago. Jackman appeared as Wolverine in nine of the “X-Men” 
sagas. He played the character for the last time in the 2017 film “Logan”, which was 
aired on the channel as part of the campaign. (IANS)

Steelheart plays debut gig in India at ShiRock 2018

New Prince album announced; 
family files wrongful death lawsuit

It’s okay to fight for it — Padukone on pay gap

Kangana Ranaut to debut at Cannes red carpet

Crowing of Tongthakmani Mr. & Miss. Tripura held 

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

11 am, 8 pm: Nanu Ki 
Jaanu (Hindi)

2 pm: Baaghi 2 (Hindi)

5 pm: Truth Or Dare (Eng)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

A
merican rock band 
Steelheart enthralled the 
northeast crowd during 
the opening of the five-
day ShiRock 2018, a rock 

band competition from Northeast 
India which is emerging as the 
most popular destination for inter-
national rock bands at Manipur’s 
Ukhrul town, 84 km north east of 
Imphal on April 24.

Arizona based rock band Steel-
heart –the brainchild of its front-
man Miljenko Matijevic belted out 
a good number of songs including 
the most popular ‘She’s gone,’ I’ll 
never let you go, My love is gone, 
We all die young, lips of rain and 
many more during the show at the 
small hill town where the second 
state level Shirui Lily festival from 
April 24-28 is being hosted.

Shiuri Lily festival aims to 
spread awareness about conserva-
tion of the endangered Shirui Lily 
and promote the district of Ukhrul 

as a tourist destination in North-
east.

When sought his comment on 
why the band chose Ukhrul as their 
debut gig in India, the front-man 
Miljenko Matijevic said, “It chose 
us and I accepted it. When my 
agent called me for a gig in India 
I said yes I wanna do it, I wanna 
connect with people and people,”

On query of why their fans like 
the band, Miljenko said, “(It ‘cause 
of) passion, love, freedom I mean 
all of them I wanna to be close with 
them do not want to stay far away 
you know.”

“It was an amazing track deep 
into India going and rocking deep 
into the country as I love to go in 
the area where people needs con-
nection,” he felt.

On query as to why their slow 
number “She’s gone” so demand-
ing, he said, “The song is so power-
ful and so real that it touches so 
many people you know. First of 

all the passion and the story of it 
connects with everybody.” “Yes it 
has a connection with my breakup 
and lots of lots of break ups,” he 
quipped.

The present Steelheart line up 
is Miljenko Matijevic– lead vo-
cals, rhythm and acoustic guitar; 
Uros Raskovski – lead and rhythm 
guitar; Rev Jones – bass and Mike 
Humbert – drums, percussion.

Other good news for the rock 
lovers during the ShiRock is that 
Steelheart will be joined by their 
countrymen and legendary rock 
band Queensryche which is one of 
the leading metal band through the 
eighties and nineties, on the final 
day of the festival on April 28. 

Queensryche received world-
wide acclaim after the release of 
their 1988 album Operation: Mind-
crime which is often considered 
one of the greatest heavy metal 
concept albums of all time.

Our Correspondent 

T
he first posthumous album of 
unheard Prince music is set to 
arrive on Sept. 28, the chief cus-
todian of his archive announced. 
The news was revealed during a 

turbulent week in which arguments over 
blame for Prince’s death and the safety of 
his Paisley Park vault resurfaced.

The news of the upcoming album 
follows last week’s release of a previously 
unreleased version of “Nothing Compares 2 
U.” Troy Carter, who’s charged with looking 
after the material recovered from Paisley 
Park, told Variety that “the last year was re-
ally about information collecting.”

“Meeting with various partners, meet-
ing with the heirs and [estate executor] 
Comerica and figuring out what partners 
we need to bring on to help execute that 
vision,” he explained. “First and foremost, it 
was about organizing the vault and finding 
out what music exists, what footage exists, 
photos, personal notes, letters. Prince basi-
cally saved everything, so there are decades 
of music and video and artifacts, but it 
takes long time to go through each one of 
those and research the historical context. 
Where is this from, who did he collaborate 
with, where was it recorded, what year, was 
it the final version?”

Carter noted that “Nothing Compares 
2 U” was “the first piece of music to come 
from our collaboration with the estate.” 
“Now we’re working on a release for the 
fall — a full-length album. Michael Howe, 
who’s been working with us on the archive, 
has done a tremendous job of finding 
some special pieces of work, and one of the 
pieces that he found, all of us fell in love 
with it and decided this was special enough 
for fans to hear. So we’re putting the final 
touches on it — it’ll come in the fall. ... After 
the excitement around [‘Nothing Compares 
2 U’], we felt, ‘Let’s give the fans something 
else this year.’”

The new album will be “time specific,” 
Carter said, rather than a compilation of 
material from across the archive. He added 
that Prince had written down “his thoughts 

and plans and how he ran his business, 
so he pretty much left a blueprint of how 
things should go.”

Now a series of pictures appear to 
suggest that Comerica was right when it 
decided material was at risk if it remained 
in Prince’s basement bank vault. The 
vault contains enough music to release 
100 albums, piles of cash and old studio 
equipment, as well as signs of potentially 
dangerous wear and crushed storage ma-
terial. Prince’s longtime engineer Susan 
Rogers told the Guardian that when she 
left Prince’s employment in 1987, the vault 
was almost completely full. “Certain things 
happen with age,” Carter told Variety. “But 
[archive partners] Iron Mountain is prob-
ably one of the best in the world at restora-
tion, so they basically have any machine 
that was ever invented for recording, and 
they have proprietary ways of being able 
to restore tape. So we haven’t run across 
any real issues in terms of the condition 
of material.” You can see photos from the 
vault below.

Ultimateclassicrock

D
eepika Padukone, 
one of the highest 
paid actors in the 
Indian film industry, 
says women must 

not shy away from demanding 
and even fighting for the pay they 
think they deserve.

The actress, who attended the 
TIME 100 gala here on Tuesday 
night, spoke to Time magazine 
about the need for confidence 
among women to ask for better 
pay.

“You can feel a sense of - am 
I stepping over the line, do I 
deserve it? But if you believe 
you deserve it, then you do,” 
said Deepika, the only Indian to 
feature in the Time 100 Influen-
tial People in the World, sharing 
space with names like Nicole 
Kidman, Gal Gadot, Greta Gerwig 
and Lena Waithe.

“For years, we’ve been made 
to feel we should be okay with 
settling for less, with sometimes 
a promise of getting something 
more later on. But I think you 
should get what you think you 

deserve. It’s okay to fight for it, 
and it’s okay to feel uncomfort-
able initially, because that’s just 
the way we’ve been made to feel 
for so long,” she added.

The actress, who won hearts 
by gesturing a ‘namaste’ at the red 
carpet where she dazzled in an 
embellished ivory ensemble, also 
spoke about her struggle with 
clinical depression at the gala.

“February 15, 2014, I remem-
ber waking up that morning with 
a strange pittish feeling in my 
stomach. I had no idea what I 
was feeling. Life all of a sudden 
just felt meaningless and there 
were days when I just wanted 
to give up. And couple of weeks 
later I was diagnosed with clinical 
depression. 

“Four years on, I stand here in 
front of all of you with a slightly 
better understanding, I think, of 
life and my feelings and the per-
son that I am, but I feel like more 
importantly, I think all of you will 
agree with me when I say that 
we’re going through some pretty 
challenging times all around 

the world,” said the 
32-year-old.

She said it’s the 
power, strength and 
courage that she 
derives from the peo-
ple around her that 
encourages her to go 
on every day.

“And for some of us 
I think who do think of 
giving up once in a while, I 
want you to know that we’re 
all in this together, and most 
importantly that there is 
hope, because in the words 
of Stephen Fry, “We’ll be 
sunny one day’,” she said.

Deepika also has a 
foundation The Live Love 
Laugh Foundation (TL-
LLF), which aims to 
reduce the stigma 
around mental 
health.

IANS

A
ctress Kangana 
Ranaut will be mak-
ing her debut at the 
red carpet of the 
prestigious Cannes 

Film Festival this year.
The “Queen” star will at-

tend the fest in association 
with liquor brand Grey Goose 
as part of its global celebration 
of cinematic craft -- Vive Le 
Cinema. 

“It is overwhelming to 
witness the recognition and 
appreciation for Indian cinema 
at international platforms like 
Cannes,” Kangana said in a 

statement to IANS. 
“Grey Goose has created a 

unique platform of celebration 
to toast the game changing 
films at Cannes this year and 
I’m thrilled to partner with 
this global icon of luxury in 
the country of its origin,” she 
added. 

Anshuman Goenka, Mar-
keting Head of Bacardi India, 
feels Kangana “embodies the 
cinematic expression of Grey 
Goose through her passion for 
the field and ability to fly be-
yond the realm of commercial 
cinema”.

The 71st Cannes Film 
Festival will be held from May 
8-19.

This year, acclaimed Indian 
actress-filmmaker Nandita 
Das’ directorial “Manto”, a 
biographical on controversial 
Urdu writer Saadat Hasan 
Manto, has made its way to the 
Un Certain Regard segment of 
the fest. “Nakkash”, featuring 
Inaamulhaq, will also be part 
of the film gala. 

Tillotama Shome-starrer 
“Sir” will be screened at side-
bar Cannes Critics’ Week.

IANS

T
he 2nd edition of 
Tongthakmani Mr 
& Miss Tripura 2018 
was held at Rabindra 
Bhavan in Agartala on 

April 23. 
An update issued on April 25 

by the organisers mentioned that 
the event was presented by Pran 
Frooto Mango Drink, concept and 
produced by DFC Trendz in asso-
ciation with TOTELL. 

Tripura’s most exciting and 
glamorous beauty pageant is said 
to have been judged by Mughavi 

A Tuccu of Nagaland, Co-Founder 
of Northeast Fiesta and TOTELL 
along with Prasantt Ghosh, Direc-
tor of North-East Fashion Week-
end, a pioneer in Indian fashion 
designing and choreography from 
Assam. 

After series of rounds, Amba-
lika Dutta was adjudged as Miss 
Tripura 2018 and Subhrajit Ghosh 
as Mr Tripura 2018. 

While for Miss Tripura category 
Sonali Deb and Poonam Rai were 
declared first and second runners-
up respectively. For Mr Tripura 

Gopal Chakraborty and Rahul 
Debnath were adjudged as first and 
second runners-up respectively. 

The contestants were said to 
have been groomed by Samar 
Sarkar, MTV Roadies Rising Star 
and Sreshtha Biswas, a well re-
nowned  fashion model of North-
east India. 

The show was said to have been 
graced by FBB Femina Miss India 
Tripura 2018, Mamita Debbarma 
and Dr. Rakhee Debbarma, Mrs. 
East India Beauty Queen 2017.  

EMN



11SPORTS
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Thursday, April 26, 2018

IPL: SRH edge out Mumbai Indians by 31 runs

Shreyas replaces Gambhir as Delhi Daredevils captain
Gambhir to forego salary, call on future post IPL

Taekwondo: All-India  selection begins

Melak house wins SSPN sub-junior 
basketball championship 

Wenger admits timing of Arsenal exit was out of his hands

Dhawan, Mandhana 
nominated for Arjuna Award

Saina, Sindhu, Srikanth, Prannoy advance 
at Badminton Asia Championships

France Football ‘apologises’ 
to Andres Iniesta

Part of 2019 IPL may shift to 
the UAE due to general elections 

Mumbai, April 25 (IANS): 
Sunrisers Hyderabad pro-
duced a superb bowling 
performance to outwit 
Mumbai Indians by 31 runs 
in a tricky low-scoring en-
counter here on Tuesday 
to condemn the defending 
champions to their fifth loss 
in six games in the Indian 
Premier League (IPL).

On a day for bowlers, 
Mumbai bowled out Hy-
derabad for 118 in 18.4 
overs but the hosts were 
then bundled out for 87 in 
18.5 overs at the Wankh-
ede. Hyderabad ended their 
two-match losing run and 
are third in the points table 
with eight points from six 
matches.

Earlier in the first in-
nings, put in to bat, the Sun-
risers failed to recover from 
the dreadful start, of being 
reduced to 46/4 inside the 
powerplay, with Shikhar 
Dhawan (5), Wriddhiman 
Saha (0), Manish Pandey 
(16) and Shakib Al Hasan (2) 
all back in the hut inside the 
first six overs.

Skipper Kane William-
son waged a lone battle 
with a fighting 21-ball 29, 
laced with five hits to the 
fence before veteran Baroda 
batsman Yusuf Pathan (29 
off 33 balls; 4x2, 6x1) took 
on the mantle, despite los-
ing his partners at regular 
intervals.

D h a w a n ,  w h o  r e -
turned to the playing XI 
after missing the previous 
game against Chennai Su-
per Kings (CSK), looked 
uncomfortable after being 
hit on his thigh and was 
bowled by Mitchell Mc-
Clenaghan the very next 
ball.

One ball later, Saha per-
ished for nought after being 
caught behind by Ishan 
Kishan off McClenaghan.

With the team strug-
gling at 20/2, Manish joined 
Williamson for a brief 24-
run third wicket stand be-
fore Hardik ended Manish’s 
stay with a wide delivery, 
comfortably caught by skip-
per Rohit Sharma at cover.

Mumbai could not have 
asked for a better start, with 

New Delhi, April 25 (IANS): Delhi Dare-
devils captain Gautam Gambhir stepped 
down on Wednesday after the capital fran-
chise lost five of their six matches in the 
Indian Premier League (IPL) season so far.

Top-order batsman Shreyas Iyer will 
take over the captaincy role.

“It was my decision. I haven’t contrib-
uted enough to the team. I had to take the 
responsibility being the leader of the ship. 
I feel it was the right time,” Gambhir said 
at a press conference.

Gambhir’s batting performance has 
hardly been anything to talk about. He 
posted scores of 55, 15, 8, 3 and 4.

Iyer said: “I am ready for the new chal-
lenge. I want to thank the management 
and my coaches for appointing me as the 
captain of the team. It is a great honour for 
me.” Delhi are at the bottom of the table. 
Their only win came against Mumbai 
Indians -- who are also struggling having 
collected the same number of points. I 
still feel we have the team to turn things 
around,” Gambhir said.

Kolkata, April 25 (PTI): Having 
relinquished captaincy of Delhi 
Daredevils, Gautam Gambhir 
has decided to forego his entire 
Rs 2.8 crore salary while taking 
responsibility for the team’s 
disastrous run in the ongoing 
Indian Premier League.

It is possibly the first time 
that an IPL captain has decided 
to forego his salary because of 
non performance.

Gambhir resigned from 
captaincy after Delhi Daredev-
ils lost five of their six games 
with the skipper managing a 
meagre 85 runs opening the 
batting, including a half cen-
tury in the first game.

“Gautam has decided that 
he won’t take any salary from 
the franchise for the season. 
He will play remaining part of 

IPL for the Delhi Daredevils 
for free,” a source privy to the 
development told PTI on the 
condition of anonymity.

“Gautam is someone who 
puts pride above everything 
else. He has been a proud per-
former. He doesn’t want to take 
any money and it’s a very per-
sonal call. In fact, he wanted to 
quit just after the KXIP game,” 
the source added.

While he is still available for 
the season as a player, he will 
take a call on his future only 
after the IPL gets over.

“I don’t know, it’s too early 
for me to decide on that. Let 
me sit down and decide. I have 
to think where my game goes 
and I go as an individual,” 
Gambhir said during an media 
interaction.

Kolkata, April 25 (IANS): A part of the 2019 Indian 
Premier League (IPL) is likely to take place in the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) due to the general 
elections in 2019, a Board of Control for Cricket in 
India (BCCI) official said.

“Due to the Lok Sabha elections, the IPL next 
year may take place in the UAE,” the BCCI official 
said on condition of anonymity.

“There could be a possibility of a part of the IPL 
being shifted like last time. It will depend on the 
general election dates,” the official added.

The first two weeks of the 2014 IPL was also 
played in the UAE, after the BCCI was forced to 
shift the cash-rich Twenty20 tournament outside 
the country because of the Lok Sabha elections in 
April-May.

The 11th edition of the IPL is currently under-
way. In 2009, the second edition of the IPL was 
hosted by South Africa.

Dimapur, April 25 (EMN): The 
Boys Sports Company at Nasik 
will be selecting from among 
‘raw and proven players’ sports 
cadets in taekwondo at the cen-
tre, Nasik Road Camp , from May 
2 to the 3rd.

According to a DIPR update, 
the trials, physical and technical 
skill test will be held under the 
Sports Authority of India Coach-
es  & Board of Officers. 

Taekwondo players in the age 
group of 8-14 years as on May 
1 2018 and maximum up to 16 
years in exceptional outstanding 
cases of medal winners at inter-
national or national level, would 
be eligible for the trials.

However no applicant who 
has any type of permanent tattoo 
on any part of the body will be 
selected, the press release stated. 

The updates stated further 
that the candidates were re-
quired to appear in the selection 
rally at their own expense; for the 
period of screening, candidates 
and persons accompanying 
them should make own arrange-
ments for their stay and trans-
portation at Nasik. 

Interested eligible students 
have been asked to contact the 
commanding officer, Boys Sports 
Company at 0253-2412523, 0253-
2414421 (Extension: 6209, 6280) 
for further details.

Kolkata, April 25 (IANS): India 
men’s and women’s team open-
ers Shikhar Dhawan and Sm-
riti Mandhana 
h a v e  b e e n 
n o m i n a t e d 
by the Board 
of Control for 
Cricket in In-
dia (BCCI) for 
the prestigious 
Arjuna award, 
BCCI acting 
secretary Am-
itabh Chaud-
hury said on 
Wednesday.

“We have sent the commu-
nication to the Government of 

India,” Chaudhury told reporters.
Dhawan is currently playing 

in the Indian Premier League 
( I P L )  f o r 
S u n r i s e r s 
Hyderabad 
and has been 
a consistent 
p e r f o r m e r 
a c r o s s  a l l 
three formats 
for India. 

M a n d -
h a n a  h a d 
helped India 
reach the fi-
nal of the ICC 

Women’s World Cup in England 
last year.

Wuhan, April 25 (IANS): Star 
Indian shuttlers Saina Nehwal, 
P.V. Sindhu and Kidambi Sri-
kanth registered contrasting 
victories in their respective 
opening round singles matches 
at the Badminton Asia Cham-
pionships at the Wuhan Sports 
Centre here on Wednesday.

While Saina and Sindhu 
registered straight game victo-
ries over their respective rivals 
to enter the second round of 
women’s singles, Srikanth had 
to fight it out in his men’s singles 
opener.

World No.12 Saina, who 
recently clinched the gold at 
the Gold Coast Commonwealth 
Games, hardly lost sweat in 
thrashing Singapore’s Yeo Jia 
Min 21-12, 21-9.

Sindhu, who had lost to 
Saina in the CWG final to settle 
for the silver, defeated Chinese 
Taipei’s Pai Yu Po 21-14, 21-19 
in the women’s singles competi-
tion. Former World No 1 Saina 
will meet China’s Gao Fangjie, 
while Rio Olympics and world 

championship silver medal-
list Sindhu, seeded third, faces 
another Chinese Chen Xiaoxin 
next.

In the men’s singles, top 
seed and CWG silver medallist 
Srikanth eked out a come-from-
behind 13-21, 21-16, 21-16 win 
over Japan’s Kenta Nishimoto to 
set up a clash with Hong Kong’s 
Wong Wing Ki Vincent.

B. Sai Praneeth also ad-
vanced to the second round 
after beating Thailand’s Sup-
panyu Avihingsanon 21-13, 
11-21, 21-19 while H.S. Prannoy 
defeated another Thai shutter 
Kantaphon Wangcharoen 21-
15, 19-21, 21-19 to proceed.

While World No.19 Sai Pra-
neeth will be up against Chinese 
World No.3 Chen Long, Prannoy 
will meet Taiwan’s Wang Tzu-wei 
in the second round.

However, Sameer Verma’s 
fight against seventh seed Chou 
Tien Chen of Chinese Taipei 
ended with a 21-23, 17-21 loss.

The men’s doubles pair of 
Arjun M.R. and Ramchandran 

Shlok and women’s combo 
of Meghana Jakkampudi and 
Poorvisha S. Ram too joined 
the singles stars in the second 
round after pulling off thrilling 
wins in the opening round.

Arjun and Ramchandran 
registered a hard-fought 25-23, 
23-21 win against World cham-
pionship quarterfinalists Chung 
Eui Seok and Kim Dukyoung 
of Korea, while Meghana and 
Poorvisha held their nerves 
in pressure situations to beat 
Singapore’s Ong Ren-Ne and 
Wong Jia Ying Crystal 14-21, 22-
20, 21-17 in a women’s doubles 
encounter.

However, mixed doubles 
pair of Saurabh Sharma and 
Anoushka Parikh lost 17-21, 
14-21 to South Korean combo 
of Kim Won Ho and Shin Seung 
Chan.

Another Indian pair of 
Venkat Gaurav Prasad and Juhi 
Dewangan also crashed out af-
ter losing 11-21, 13-21 to Hong 
Kong’s Lee Chun Hei Reginald 
and Chau Hoi Wah.

Barcelona, April 25 (Reuters): 
Andres Iniesta has received an 
apology from France Football 
for never awarding the Barce-
lona midfielder the prestig-
ious Ballon d’Or. The Ballon 
d’Or, awarded annually to the 
world’s best player, provokes 
endless debate among football 
fans and pundits each year.

The weekly French maga-
zine published an editorial on 
Tuesday in tribute to Spain in-
ternational Iniesta, who is this 
week expected to announce 
his departure from Barcelona 
after a trophy-laden 16 years in 
order to move to China.

The article effusively 
praised Iniesta’s style of play 
and the positive effect he has 
had on his team mates in-
cluding Lionel Messi, and ex-
pressed regret that he has nev-
er won the award, which has 
been monopolised by Messi 
and Real Madrid’s Cristiano 
Ronaldo since 2008.

“Of all the absences on the 

list of Ballon d’Or winners, his 
is particularly painful,” the 
magazine’s editor Pascal Ferre 
said in the article. “Unless he 
can have an opportune cam-
paign at the World Cup in Rus-
sia and repair this democratic 
anomaly.”

Iniesta was one of the fa-
vourites to win the award in 
2010 after winning the World 
Cup with Spain and scoring 
the only goal in the final, but he 
finished runner-up to Messi.

He came third in 2012, 
with Messi winning the award 
again, despite being named 
player of the tournament as 
Spain won Euro 2012.

The Ballon d’Or was es-
tablished by France Football 
in 1956. For the majority of its 
existence it has been chosen by 
votes from a group of interna-
tional journalists, although be-
tween 2009 and 2015 it joined 
forces was FIFA and was also 
chosen by the captain and 
coach of each member nation.

Dimapur, April 25 (EMN): Melak House defeated Saramati House 
25-12 to emerge the champions of the  Sainik School of Punglwa’s 
annual Inter-House Basketball Championship for the sub junior 
category that concluded on Thursday, April 24. 

Kedosetuo Pienyu of Melak House was adjudged the best player 
in the Sub-Junior category for his overall performance during the 
event. 

According to a press note that was received here on Wednesday, 
the championship commenced on April 19 and the matches were 
played on league-knock out basis. 

Group Captain Sharad R Keskar, the principal of the school, gave 
away the medals and certificates to the winners.  

London, April 25 (AFP): Arsene Wenger admit-
ted Wednesday that the timing of his departure 
from Arsenal after more than two decades as 
manager was not his call.

The 68-year-old Frenchman -- who guided 
the Gunners to two domestic doubles and mas-
terminded the 2004 “Invincibles”, as well as win-
ning a record seven FA Cups -- will hand over 
the reins to a new manager after this season.

Wenger announced on Friday he would be 
stepping down a year before the end of his con-
tract after another failure to sustain a Premier 
League title challenge.

The club, in sixth place in the league, are 
desperate to win the Europa League as a way 
back into the Champions League next season.

Wenger, speaking to the press ahead of 
Thursday’s semi-final first leg against Atletico 
Madrid, made it clear he had not been in charge 
of his destiny.

“The timing was not really my decision,” 
said the Arsenal boss, who added that he did not 
envisage retiring from the game.

“At the moment I do my job, keep my 
routine and focus on what I have to do every 

Sunrisers Hydrabad bowler Siddharth Kaul celebrates the wicket of  Mumbai Indans batsman Mitchell 
Mcclenaghan during the IPL match played in Mumbai on Tuesday.

PTI

Bangladesh all-rounder 
Shakib falling prey to con-
fusion, and Suryakumar 
Yadav’s direct throw at the 
stumps was enough to re-
duce the visitors to 46/4.

Pathan then joined Wil-
liamson, who looked fluent 
with his strokes but lost 
concentration on the very 
first ball after the strategic 
time-out to be caught be-
hind by Kishan off Hardik 
Pandya.

With Williamson back 
in the dug-out, Mohammed 
Nabi (14) joined Pathan for 

a brief 23-run sixth-wicket 
stand before leg-spinner 
Mayank Markande’s googly 
clipped the top of middle 
and leg of the Afghanistan 
all-rounder.

Pacer Jasprit Bumrah 
then came back to jolt the 
visitors with the wicket of 
the other Afghan Rashid 
Khan (6) caught behind 
before Markande knocked 
off the off-stump of Basil 
Thampi (3) to reduce the 
Sunrisers to 106/8.

Sunrisers fell prey to 
yet another confusion in 

the middle, this time losing 
the wicket of tail ender Sid-
dharth Kaul (2), comfort-
ably run out by Hardik.

With Sandeep Sharma 
(0 not out) in company, 
Pathan’s ploy of playing the 
waiting game only resulted 
in a monstrous six off Mus-
tafizur Rahman, but the 
Bangladeshi came back 
in style to pack back the 
right-hander the next ball, 
and restrict Sunrisers for a 
meagre 118.

During the chase, Mum-
bai too began on a horren-

dous note. Ervin Lewis (5), 
Ishan Kishan (0) and Rohit 
Sharma (2) fell soon as the 
hosts were reduced to 21/3 
in 5.2 overs.

Suryakumar and Kru-
nal Pandya then shared a 
handy 40-run partnership 
to keep Mumbai on track.

Legs-spinner Rashid 
Khan got a LBW decision 
against Krunal to break the 

partnership, with Mumbai 
needing 58 from 8.2 overs.

Rashid struck again to 
dismiss Kieron Pollard (9) in 
the first delivery of the 14th 
over to increase the visi-
tors’s hopes - which grew 
further when Suryakumar 
was caught by Rashid off 
Thampi in the following 
over. At this juncture, Mum-
bai were 77/6, still needing 

42 off 5.1 overs.
In the following over, 

medium pacer Siddharth 
Kaul got two LBW deci-
sions against Mitchell Mc-
Clenaghan (0) and Mayank 
Markande (1) as Mumbai 
tottered at 80/8 at the end 
of 17 overs.

Amidst all this, India 
all-rounder Hardik Pandya 
had scored just three runs 

off 16 deliveries and was 
Mumbai’s sole hope. But 
Kaul made him his third 
wicket when he was caught 
by Thampi at third man in 
the fourth delivery of the 
18th over.

Thamp then had Mus-
tafizur Rahman (1) caught 
by Deepak Hooda at mid-
wicket to complete Mum-
bai’s annihilation.

day,” added the Frenchman, who is targeting his first European 
trophy.

“At the moment I work like ever. You are never sure you do 
the right thing, but life is interesting because you have to deal 
with different situations. People want to know what the future 
is about, for me that is completely normal.

“I honestly don’t know what I will do. Will I take a little rest? 

I will continue to work, that is for sure. At the moment 
I’m not ready to commit to anything else.”

Wenger said he would have no say as to who suc-
ceeds him but spoke highly of former Barcelona coach 
Luis Enrique.

“I don’t want to influence the next manager, but of 
course I have a high opinion of Luis Enrique.”

Wenger, who revealed former rival Alex Ferguson 
called him on Tuesday, said he wanted a Hollywood-
style ending for the players more than for himself.

“Is there a perfect goodbye? I don’t know. I just 
want to do as well as I can,” said Wenger. “This group 
of players deserve something special and I want to do 
it for them, to achieve something with them.

“My biggest satisfaction would be to be successful 
with the players we have.”

Wenger will go into his final European home game 
as Arsenal boss with the boost of having Mesut Ozil, 
Jack Wilshere and Petr Cech available.

The trio missed the weekend win over West Ham 
with minor problems but all trained on Wednesday.

Wenger is also hopeful that Henrikh Mkhitaryan 
could recover from a knee injury to feature in the sec-
ond leg in Madrid next week but Mohamed Elneny is 
out for the rest of the season.
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Durant steers Warriors 
past Spurs, Sixers advance

Table Tennis c'ship begins in Kohima 

Everton’s Theo Walcott scores his side’s first goal of the game during the Premier League win over Newcastle United at Goodison Park.

Golden State Warriors' Kevin Durant (35) shoots against San 
Antonio Spurs' Manu Ginobili, left, during the first quarter in 
Game 5 of a first-round NBA basketball playoff series Tuesday, 
April 24, 2018, in Oakland.

A match in progress on the first day of the 1st Nizheto Awomi Memorial Table Tennis Championship 
in the TT Indoor Stadium on April 25 in Kohima.

EM Images

We lost our heads but have to be-
lieve, says Roma coach Di Francesco

Salah threatens Messi, Ronaldo Ballon d'Or stranglehold

Liverpool (England), April 
25 (AFP): Liverpool man-
ager Jurgen Klopp labelled 
talisman Mohamed Salah 
a "genius" as the Egyptian 
came back to haunt former 
club Roma in spectacular 
style with two goals and 
two assists in a 5-2 semi-
final, first-leg demolition of 
the Italians at Anfield.

However, Liverpool's 
night was soured by the 
concession of two late away 
goals and a serious injury 
to midfielder Alex Oxlade-
Chamberlain that looks 
set to end his season and 
World Cup chances with 
England.

Roberto Firmino also 
scored twice and Sadio 
Mane netted Liverpool's 
other goal to make up for 
missing a series of gilt-
edged chances as the score-
line did anything but flatter 
the hosts.

"He's outstanding, 
pretty much you can't de-
fend (against him)," said 
Klopp of Salah.

"The first goal is a ge-
nius strike. He scored al-
ready a few like this and 
that makes it even more 
special because it makes it 
no coincidence."

Roma produced one 
of the finest comebacks in 
Champions League history 
by overturning a 4-1 first-
leg deficit against Barce-
lona in the quarter-finals.

They will need to do 
the same in the return leg 
on May 2, but the visitors 
were at least given a life-
line when Edin Dzeko and 
Diego Perotti grabbed two 
vital away goals in the final 
10 minutes.

"This reaction is wel-
come because we give 
meaning to the return 
match," said Roma coach 
Eusebio Di Francesco.

"This was the first semi-
final for Roma after three 
decades, we are not used to 
playing this level of opposi-
tion but this tie is not over. 

We have done it before. 
Whoever doesn't believe 
in this comeback can stay 
home."

Liverpool will rue their 
missed chances and poor 
late defending, but remain 
well on course for a first 
final in 11 years.

"Since I arrived Liver-
pool always had to take a 
slightly more difficult way, 
but, in the end, mostly still 
a successful way and that's 
what we will try in Roma," 
said Klopp. "It is still a very 
positive result tonight."

The hosts' early rhythm 
was disrupted when Cham-
berlain was stretchered off 
with what Klopp described 
as "probably a really bad 
injury".

Moments later, the visi-
tors were inches away from 
the opener when Aleksan-
dar Kolarov's long-range 
strike slipped through the 
grasp of Loris Karius and 
came back off the crossbar.

However, Liverpool 
soon settled and should 
have put the tie beyond 
doubt before half-time.

Mane blazed over when 
clean through on goal and 
then skewed wide when 
teed up by Firmino.

- Unselfish superstar -
Roma have now lost 

their last four Champions 
League away games -- ship-
ping 13 goals in the process 
-- and were punished by 
the man they sold to Liv-
erpool for what now seems 
a bargain 42 million euros 
(£37 million, $52 million) 
last year.

Nine minutes of the 
first half remained when 
Salah picked the ball up 
just inside the Roma area 
and was given far too much 
time by Juan Jesus to cut 
inside onto his favoured left 
foot and curl the ball with 
unerring accuracy into the 
top corner.

Brazilian number one 
Alisson has been in stun-
ning form but even he was 

Oakland,April 25 (AFP): 
Kevin Durant scored 25 
points as the Golden State 
Warriors powered into the 
Western Conference play-
off semi-finals with a 4-1 
series victory over the San 
Antonio Spurs on Tuesday.

T h e  re i g n i n g  N B A 
champions, jolted by the 
Spurs in game four on Sun-
day, booked their place 
in the next round with a 
nervy 99-91 win in front of 
the home fans at the Oracle 
Arena.

The Warriors will now 
face the New Orleans Peli-
cans for a place in the con-
ference finals.

However Golden State 
were given a scare after a 
late fourth quarter rally 
from San Antonio that 
threatened to take the best-
of-seven series to a game 
six.

The Spurs chipped 
away at a double-digit 
Golden State lead to close 
to 93-91 with 57 seconds 
left on the clock.

But Durant delivered 
when it mattered with a su-
perb fadeaway jump shot 
and two free throws to take 
Golden State clear again as 
the clock ticked down.

Warriors coach Steve 
Kerr said the Spurs' bat-
tling performance bore the 
hallmark of counterpart 
Gregg Popovich, who again 
was missing from the San 
Antonio bench following 
the death of his wife from a 
long illness last week.

"That was a big-time 
fight. We're lucky to get out 
of here," Kerr said.

"They're a champi-
onship organisation and 
they've been doing this 
for a long time. They're a 
reflection of their coach."

Golden State had edged 
into a 22-20 first quarter 
lead before stretching away 
in the second quarter to go 
into the halftime break 49-
38 ahead.

A late flurry in the third 
quarter, including a Durant 
three-pointer and a pullup 
jump shot from Shaun Liv-
ingston gave the Warriors a 
79-65 lead heading into the 
final quarter.

With the Warriors still 
without the injured Ste-
phen Curry, it was left to 
Klay Thompson and Du-
rant to carry the offense.

Durant finished with 
six rebounds and five as-
sists while Thompson 
had 24 points. Draymond 
Green also contributed 17 
points and 19 rebounds.

LaMarcus Aldridge led 
the scoring for San Antonio 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, April 25 (EMN): 
The first edition of a local 
table tennis event called 
the 'Nizheto Awomi Me-
morial Table Tennis Cham-
pionship' commenced on 
Wednesday in the TT In-
door Stadium in Kohima.

The three-day tourna-
ment, which will conclude 
on April 27, is being organ-
ised by a group called the 
Quasar Club, in collabora-
tion with the Kohima Dis-
trict Table Tennis Associa-
tion (KDTTA).

Forty-eight players 
including six women are 

taking part in the cham-
pionship. 25 players will 
be competing in the men’s 
category, while 17 are in the 
youth boys championship.

Rato Pusa, additional 
director for Youth Resourc-
es and Sports, addressed 
the inaugural event . In his 
address, Pusa spoke about 
the need to promote indoor 
games, particularly bad-
minton and table tennis. 
He felt that they 'suited' 
the 'physique of the Nagas.' 
He said that people of the 
mongoloid race capture 
'almost all the medals in ta-
ble tennis and badminton 

events' during the Olympic 
Games.

Pusa said also that the 
chief minister (Neiphiu 
Rio) was serious in promot-
ing games and sports. He 
urged the sportspersons 
to give their best to achiev-
ing their best. He urged 
the organisers to conduct 
similar tournaments in 
the remote districts even, 
particularly for the non-
performing districts in the 
field of sports. Except for 
Kohima, Dimapur, and for 
Mokokchung, he said the 
other districts were yet to 
'shine' in the field of sports.

with 30 points while Patty 
Mills had 18. Veteran Manu 
Ginobili scored 10 off the 
bench.

- Sixers advance -
Meanwhile in the Eastern 
Conference on Tuesday, 
the Philadelphia 76ers 
wrapped up a 4-1 series 
win over Miami to progress 
following a 104-91 victory.

J.J. Redick scored 27 
points and Joel Embiid 
weighed in with 19 as the 
Sixers set up a second 
round meeting against ei-
ther Boston or Milwaukee.

A fiercely contested 
duel at Philadelphia's Wells 
Fargo Center was effective-
ly settled in the third quar-
ter, when the Sixers pulled 
clear to take a decisive lead.

Prior to that there had 
been little to separate the 
two sides, with Miami 
holding the hosts 46-46 at 
halftime.

But the Sixers surged 
into a 66-54 lead after 
Robert Covington's three-
pointer with 6:11 remain-
ing in the third period.

It was the latest evi-
dence of a remarkable 
turnaround at the Sixers, 
who just two years ago 

had the worst record in 
the NBA, with just 10 wins 
against 72 defeats.

Sixers  coach Brett 
Brown said the team was 
reaping the benefit of a 
long-term rebuilding strat-
egy.

"I was hired in 2013 and 
I sat with a few of the own-
ers and we talked about the 
vision and what we hoped 
to build," Brown said.

"And through rough 
times, through adversity, 
we didn't blink. We stayed 
strong in what we were 
trying to do. And we've got 
more to do.

"We've got more to give. 
We're excited for sure."

Meanwhile  Boston 
edged into a 3-2 series lead 
after beating Milwaukee 
92-87. Al Horford scored 
22 points, 14 rebounds 
and three assists to lead the 
scoring for Boston.

Khris Middleton led the 
scoring for the Bucks with 
23 points while Giannis 
Antetokounmpo had 16 
points, 10 rebounds and 
nine assists. Jabari Parker 
had 17 points and eight 
rebounds. Game six takes 
place in Milwaukee on 
Thursday.

CHAMPIONS 
LEAGUE 

Salah superb 
but five-star 
Liverpool give 
Roma lifeline

powerless as Salah struck 
again in first-half stoppage 
time with a trademark din-
ked finish over the advanc-
ing 'keeper.

Chasing a first ever 
Champions League hat-
trick, Salah would have 
been forgiven for going 
for goal as he bore down 
on Alisson once more 11 
minutes into the second 
period.

But he showed why he 
is considered one of the 
game's more unselfish su-

perstars by squaring for a 
relieved Mane to convert 
from close range.

Salah wreaked more 
havoc five minutes later 
when he sped past the 
helpless Jesus and pulled 
the ball across goal for Fir-
mino to tap home.

Firmino then rose high-
est to head in James Mil-
ner's corner to take Liv-
erpool's fearsome front 
three's combined tally for 
the season to 88 goals.

Roma's night seemed 
to be summed up when 
midfielder Kevin Stroot-
man and coach Di Fran-
cesco became engaged in 

a blazing row after the fifth 
goal went in.

However, Klopp's deci-
sion to withdraw Salah 15 
minutes from time back-
fired as the tie swung back 
Roma's way in the final 
stages.

F i r s t l y,  w i t h  n i n e 
minutes left, Dzeko slot-
ted home his 21st goal of 
the season as Lovren got 
caught underneath the 
ball.

Moments later, Anfield 
was stunned when Milner 
was punished for handball 
inside the area and Perotti 
coolly slotted home the 
resulting penalty.

AS Roma’s coach Eusebio Di 
Francesco said they lost their 
heads in the 5-2 defeat by Liv-

erpool in their Champions League, semi-
final, first-leg at Anfield on Tuesday but 
added that his team had to believe they 
could turn the tie around.

“We had an excel-
lent start but then we 
lost our heads and the 
ability to stay in the 
game and so we got 
ourselves into difficul-
ty,” he told reporters.

“We really weren’t 
good for 50 minutes 
and we lost all the 
challenges and du-
els and couldn’t even 
make simple five yard 
passes,” said the Ital-
ian whose team had 
been 5-0 down.

But two goals in 
the final nine minutes 
- an Edin Dzeko strike 
and a Diego Perotti 
penalty — gave Roma hope they could 
make an unlikely comeback at the Stadio 
Olimpico next Wednesday.

Di Francesco’s side had lost their 
quarter-final first leg 4-1 at Barcelona but 
advanced with a 3-0 win at home where 
they have not conceded a goal in this 

season’s Champions League.
“We have to believe for the return 

game. You have to believe because in 
football everything is possible, even if it 
will not be easy,” said Di Francesco.

“I don’t want to hear about ‘miracles’ 
because it is about believing in your work 

and what we do. It is 
going to be different 
from the Barca game, 
it will be tougher. But 
whoever doesn’t be-
lieve should stay at 
home,” he added.

Roma full-back 
Alessandro Florenzi 
said Liverpool had 
been close to finishing 
off the contest but the 
door was now open for 
a battle in the Italian 
capital.

“We lost our way 
after the opening half-
hour and were practi-
cally dead, but they 
didn’t kill us off com-

pletely. With heart, grit and pride we were 
able to re-open a tie that had seemed 
finished,” he said.

“I can promise the fans that we’ll spit 
blood for this jersey and will play a very 
different match next week.” 

(Reuters) 

London, April 25 (AFP): Mohamed 
Salah could be the man to finally 
break the Ronaldo-Messi duopoly 
at the top of world football after 
the Liverpool forward burnished 
his soaring reputation with a mes-
merising Champions League per-
formance against Roma.

Real Madrid's Cristiano Ron-
aldo and Barcelona's Lionel Messi 
have locked down the Ballon d'Or 
award for a decade, winning five 
gongs apiece -- for the past seven 
years they have occupied the top 
two slots.

But Salah is now second favou-
rite with many bookmakers behind 
Ronaldo for this year's award after 
scoring his 42nd and 43rd goals 
of the season in a thrilling 5-2 vic-
tory for Liverpool in the Champions 

League semi-final first leg.
After his first strike against his 

former club on Tuesday, the man 
dubbed by fans as the "Egyptian 
King" stood motionless, hands 
raised in apology, as bedlam broke 
out on a night for the ages at An-
field.

Salah's curling effort arrowed 
into the top corner with such ac-
curacy his manager Jurgen Klopp 
labelled it "a genius strike".

Soon after came the forward's 
signature finish, a cute dink over 
advancing Roma goalkeeper Alis-
son for his 43rd goal in 47 games 
for Liverpool.

When Salah, 25, made the move 
from the Italian capital back to the 
Premier League just 10 months ago 
for 42 million euros (£37 million, 

$51 million), there were plenty 
who felt Roma had got the better 
deal. Salah after all was a talented 
player, but who often lacked an end 
product.

It also came just a few weeks 
before Neymar’s move from Bar-
celona to Paris Saint-Germain for 
a world record 222 million euros 
revolutionised the transfer market.

The Brazilian’s desire to leave 
the Catalan giants was tied to his 
ambition to beat Messi and Ron-
aldo to the Ballon d’Or by stepping 
out of Messi's shadow.

Now, though, it is Salah who has 
emerged as the pretender to end 
the Messi-Ronaldo domination by 
not only scoring the quantity of 
goals that have become the pair's 
trademark but doing it when it re-

ally matters, in the latter stages of 
the Champions League.

"If you think he is the best in 
the world, write it or say it," urged 
Klopp, who has been credited with 
bringing out Salah's previously un-
tapped potential.

"To be the best in the world you 
need to do that over a longer period 
I think, and there are a few others 
that are not so bad."

Heavily left-footed, small, 
speedy and with a low centre of 
gravity, Salah's characteristics are 
far more like those of Messi than the 
muscular goal-machine Ronaldo.

"In a certain light, at certain 
points, it is possible to glimpse in 
Salah a little of Messi's afterglow," 
wrote Rory Smith in the New York 
Times.


