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Neiphiu Rio speaking during the VDB conference in Kohima.
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Apex court agrees to examine IPC section concerning disclosure of rape victims’ identity

Says any change to ‘deeply rooted 
social customs and practices’ would 
destroy Nagas’ constitutional rights

Remove govt. employees from VDBs – Rio Uniform civil code: 
Nagaland Bar seeks 
exemption for Nagaland

Use MGNREGA funds for 
water conservation – Modi

End encroachment of Science College 
or face ‘vigorous agitation’ – ANCSU to govt.  

Disclosure of rape victims' identity: Even dead have dignity, says SC
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 32° 16°

Agartala 37° 21°

Gangtok 23° 10°

Guwahati 35° 19°

Imphal 32° 14°

Itanagar 28° 18°

Shillong 23° 13°

Delhi 42° 27°

Kolkata 37° 26°

Chennai 37° 28°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 26° 13°
DIMAPUR 33° 18°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA Nil 74%
DIMAPUR Nil 94%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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There is only one 
valuable thing in art: 
the thing you cannot 

explain.

~ Georges Braque
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Walcott winner against Newcastle 
sends Everton eighth |  P12

Trump admin toughens H1-B 
visa procedure  |  P9

Sanju: Teaser shows 
Ranbir Kapoor spitting 
image of Dutt  |  P10

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, April 24 (EMN): 
Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio 
on Tuesday made it clear 
that village functionaries 
holding dual charges defeat 
the principle of transpar-
ency and accountability; 
and underscored the need 
to remove government 
employees from the state’s 
unique Village Develop-
ment Boards (VDBs). 

Addressing the Naga-
land VDB and Village Coun-
cil Conference 2018 at the 
NBCC Convention Centre 
in Kohima, Rio stated that 
Nagaland’s VDBs have been 
functioning for almost four 
decades and are regarded 
as a role model for local 
self government and com-
munity participation across 
the country. With the VDB 
becoming a 1238-strong 
organisation today from 74 
blocks state-wide, he said 
this called for a visit to the 
past to plan strategies for 
the future to improve and 
transform the quality of 
rural lives. 

In order to adapt to rap-
id changing facets of de-
velopment and to warrant 
optimal use of funds for the 
development of rural areas 
and the people, the chief 
minister made a clarion call 
to all the VDB and village 
council to ensure that all 
VDB secretaries were well-
educated and conversant 
with IT and ITes. 

He also called for re-
moval of all government 
employees from the boards 
as the literary percentages 
of the state at 78.55% indi-
cated that all the 1238 villag-
es should have at least one 
non-government employee 
who is educated and literate 
and can execute the role. 

Pointing out that the 
VDB handles enormous 
amount of funds, Rio stated 
that the department of Ru-
ral Development (RD) must 
frame rules and procedures 
for handing over charge of 
VDB secretaries as their giv-

Hang in there buddy... We're 
going to be released soon.

~ Arien

en tenure is for three years 
only. He also asserting the 
need for not diverting fund 
for recovery of payment of 
community loans, or be 
used for contrition/repair, 
maintenance of churches, 
temples or mosque build-
ings.

Stating that most of the 
projects under centrally 
sponsored schemes (CSS) 
were to be geo-tagged for 
better monitoring, the chief 
minister said the RD de-
partment must provide 
smart phones to all the 
functionaries of the blocks 
and VDBs and train them to 
upload geo-tagged projects.

‘MGNREGS fund twice 
that of state plan’
Rio said as per the budget 
estimates for 2018-19, a 
total of INR 3567.36 cr has 
been earmarked under 
CSS, out of which, MGN-
REGS has an outlay of INR 
1159.09 cr. “This is almost 
double the amount of INR 
580 cr. that is available for 
development activities un-
der state plan,” he pointed 

out. He mentioned that the 
state’s outgo on non-devel-
opmental components is 
almost 56% of total budget 
which includes salaries and 
wages etc., and another 
12% on loan repayments. 
Thus, he said the state has 
very limited resources for 
developmental activities 
under state plan and em-
phasized on the need to 
judiciously utilize funds 
under CSS.

“This huge fund un-
der MGNREGS can change 
the rural landscape of our 
villages if we leverage it, 
implement and use the 
funds judiciously,” Rio stat-
ed. Towards the best use 
of the funds under MGN-
REGS and grant-in-aid to 
VDBs, he said the process 
of convergence is essen-
tial for supplementing not 
only existing traditional 
programmes but inter de-
partmental implementa-
tion of programmes where 
technical  resources from 
converged departments 
were utilized for imple-
menting rural development 

programmes. 
Also stating that BDOs 

were the cutting edge and 
backbone of the MGN-
REGS, he called upon the 
block officers to rededicate 
their service and quality of 
implementation of projects 
with timely reporting, up-
dation in the MIS, geoMN-
GREGA, BHUVAN etc. The 
chief minister asserted that 
VDBs should also act like 
an ombudsman to the em-
ployees of district RD au-
thorities (DRDAs) and the 
BDOs.

He acknowledged that 
there is excess employees in 
the RD department under 
various programs where 
MGNREGS was the ‘biggest 
defaulter’, while also stating 
to be aware of problems 
regarding ‘unproductive 
employees’. Towards this, 
he said the department was 
planning to filter/screen 
them out through a suit-
ability test at the headquar-
ter with the project director 
DRDA as member so as 
to utilize the savings from 
‘discarded employees’ to in-

crease honorariums to the 
fixed wages, particularly the 
data entry operators who 
perform the most crucial 
work in MIS uploading and 
geo-tagging of projects.

He also announced that 
as a sign of the PDA govern-
ment to bring change, the 
department heads were in-
structed to explore a system 
of penalty, imposed on slow 
progress and poor quality 
of project implementation.

Grant-in-aid to VDBs
Rio informed that the 
14th Finance Commission 
Award did not recommend 
grants to areas not included 
in the Schedule VI of Part 
IXA of the Constitution of 
India, but the government 
of India in 2017-18 decided 
to provide grants to these 
excluded areas including 
Nagaland to the tune of INR 
185 cr.

Work output in 
banked blocks
With only 42 out of 74 RD 
blocks having access to 
banking services currently, 
the chief minister termed 
banking services in Naga-
land as poorly established. 
In view of the requirement 
of direct benefit transfer 
(DBT) to beneficiaries of 
MGNREGS, he stressed on 
the need to focus on the 
service banked blocks to 
scale up progress.

Kiphire selected for RGSA
Rio announced that the 
Cabinet Committee on 
Economic Affairs, Govern-
ment of India chaired by 
the Prime Minister has 
given its approval for new 
restructured scheme of 
Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Ab-
hiyan (RGSA) with a total 
outlay of INR 7255.50 cr 
to be implemented from 
April 1, 2018 to March 31, 
2030. He said the scheme 
will be extended to all 
states and in Nagaland, 
Kiphire was identified as 
the ‘Aspirational District’ 

by NITI Aayog out of 115 
districts in India which will 
focus on sectorial interven-
tions to be aligned with the 
Sustainable Development 
Goals.

CM lauds Pete VLO
Rio expressed happiness 
that the Pete Village Level 
Organisation (VLO) under 
Jakhama Block in Kohima 
district has been selected 
out of 2,30,158 VLOs in 
India for the 10 Best Per-
forming VLOs under the 
National Rural Livelihood 
Mission (NRLM) National 
Award which he said was 
a huge achievement and 
encouragement to others 
under various flagship pro-
grammes in the state. This 
also goes on to show that 
other villages in Nagaland 
would not be far behind, he 
said, and urged upon all the 
village authorities to devel-
op a sense of competitive-
ness towards striving better. 
Rio pointed out that the 
Nagaland VDB model had 
been successful but needed 
improvement as there had 
been weaknesses both from 
the department (RD) as 
well as the VDBs parts. He 
called for the VDBs and vil-
lage councils, and also the 
department to realize their 
shortcomings instead of 
blaming others. 

MLA and advisor for 
Rural Development, Dr. 
Neikiesalie Kire, in his key-
note address, retraced the 
origin of the VDB institution 
to December 1976 at Ketsa-
pomi Village in Phek district 
on whose success, a mass 
campaign was launched in 
1980 to expand the cover-
age of this unique institu-
tion throughout the state 
resulting in the enactment 
of VDB Model Rules, 1980. 
He told the VDBs to remem-
ber that they were part and 
parcel of the village council 
and their sole responsibil-
ity was to improve their 
respective rural areas and 
the people.

Dimapur, April 24 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Bar Associa-
tion (NBA) has appealed the 
Law Commission of India 
(LCI) to suggest protection 
of Naga social customs and 
practices as provided under 
Article 371 (A) of the Consti-
tution when the commis-
sion puts across its recom-
mendation on uniform civil 
code to the government of 
India. 

An NBA representa-
tion to the law commission 
containing the appeal was 
made available to the lo-
cal press on Tuesday. The 
NBA letter, it stated, was in 
response to the ‘views and 
objections’ sought by the 
commission on the uni-
form civil code. 

“...the Bar is of the seri-
ous view that Constitution 
of India does not envisage 
sectarian form of govern-
ment in view of the fact that 
the Indian sub-continent 
does not belonged to an 
homogenous society ((sic). 
A government democratic 
in structure, but sectarian 
in spirit may flog together 
the heterogeneous socie-
ties into homogenous one 
by codification of civil code 
uniform for all. However, in 
such an eventuality, the de-
struction of the basic struc-
tures of the Constitution 
shall certainly be attracted.  

“That in the case of the 

State of Nagaland, Article 
371A incorporated by the 
Constitution (Thirteenth 
Amendment) Act, 1962, 
which among others, safe-
guards the social customs 
and practices of the Nagas 
is an inalienable and Con-
stitutional right. Since the 
time immemorial, the Na-
gas professed democratic 
society as against hierar-
chical or class society,” the 
representation read. 

In the ‘backdrop of the 
classless and democratic 
society professed by the 
Nagas right from the time 
immemorial’, the Bar as-
sociation stated, the people 
of Nagaland continue to 
remain ‘well contended’. 
In the opinion of the NBA 
‘any change to these deeply 
rooted social customs and 
practices would destroy 
these inherent and Consti-
tutional rights of the Nagas’. 

“Hence, it is the fervent 
appeal of the legal fraternity 
in the State of Nagaland to 
the Law Commission of In-
dia, that while dealing with 
the job of meticulous legal 
research for uniform civil 
code for the country, as for 
the Nagas, the protection 
of the Naga social customs 
and practices conferred 
under Article 371A may be 
recommended for protec-
tion to the Government of 
India,” it stated. 

Mandla (MP), April 24 (PTI): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi today suggested funds 
provided under the MGN-
REGA scheme be used on 
water conservation work 
for three summer months 
to curb water shortages in 
villages and boost farm ac-
tivities. He also said human 
power available in rural ar-
eas could be harnessed to 
realise Mahatma Gandhi's 
dream of a village-centric 
model of development. 
Modi urged panchayat rep-
resentatives to spend funds 
provided under the rural job 
scheme, the Mahatma Gan-
dhi National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Act, only on 
work related to water con-
servation during the months 
of April, May and June.

"We should work for 
conserving rainwater. Pan-
chayats should spend NRE-
GA (MGNREGA) funds on 
water conservation during 
April, May and June," he 
said. The PM was addressing 
a well-attended gathering 
of tribals and representa-
tives of gram panchayats 

organised on the occasion of 
National Panchayat Raj Day 
at Ramnagar in this tribal-
dominated district of Mad-
hya Pradesh. "Every drop of 
rain should be conserved. 
This would not only save our 
money but also save villages 
from a water shortage. This 
would also help in agricul-
ture," he said.

Modi said people living 
in rural areas should focus 
on "Jan Dhan, Van Dhan 
and Gou Dhan" (human 
resources, forest wealth and 
bounty of cows) to develop 
villages. "In 2022, when the 
country will celebrate the 
75th anniversary of its inde-
pendence, we should strive 
to make villages as dreamt 
by Mahatma Gandhi," he 
said.

"It can be done by using 
manpower for developing 
villages, Van Dhan by col-
lecting neem seeds for coat-
ing of urea and Gou Dhan by 
using cow dung for produc-
ing electricity, bio-gas and 
manure for becoming self-
reliant," the prime minister 
added.

New Delhi, April 24 (PTI): Even the dead 
have dignity. They cannot be "named or 
shamed." 

This was the observation of the 
India's Supreme Court on Tuesday as 
it dealt with the issue of disclosure of 
identity of rape victims, including the 
eight-year-old girl who was raped and 
brutally murdered recently in Kathua in 
north Indian state of Jammu and Kash-
mir. It said that even in cases where the 
rape victims were alive and were either 
minors or of unsound mind, their iden-
tities should not be revealed as they have 
the right to privacy and they cannot 
live under such a "stigma" throughout 
their life.

"Think of the dignity of dead also. It 
(media reporting) can be done without 
naming or shaming them. The dead 

also have dignity," a bench comprising 
Justices Madan B Lokur and Deepak 
Gupta said while hearing the matter in 
which senior lawyer Indira Jaising raked 
up the issue of section 228-A of the In-
dian Penal Code (IPC) which deals with 
disclosure of identity of victims of sexual 
offences.

The bench, which agreed to examine 
the aspect related to section 228-A of 
the IPC, also questioned as to how the 
identity of a minor rape victim could 
be disclosed even after getting consent 
from her parents.

"Why should this happen, that the 
identity of a minor victim be disclosed 
just because her parents have given con-
sent," the bench asked, adding, "Even if 
a person is of unsound mind, she has 
a right to privacy. A minor will become 

major. Why should this stigma be there 
for life?"

Jaising, who is assisting the court 
as an amicus curiae, said it was neces-
sary for the apex court to clarify section 
228-A of the IPC. She said there cannot 
be a "blanket ban" on the media from 
reporting such incidents and the apex 
court would have to balance freedom of 
press and the rights of the victim.

During the hearing, the bench ob-
served that the issue required clarifica-
tion. It asked that even in cases where 
the victim had died, "why should there 
be disclosure of name?" 

Jaising, without directly referring 
to the Kathua incident, said in a recent 
case, the victim had died which had led 
to demand for justice not only in India 
but also globally.

The bench said it would examine 
the issue related to section 228-A of the 
IPC, after which the Centre's counsel 
sought time to seek instructions. The 
court then listed the matter for hearing 
on May 8. The top court was hearing the 
petitions filed after the brutal gangrape-
and-murder case in Delhi on December 
16, 2012 raising concerns over safety and 
security of women.

Last week, the Delhi High Court 
had directed 12 media houses to pay 
a compensation of Rs 10 lakh each for 
revealing the identity of the Kathua rape 
victim. These media houses had apolo-
gised in the high court for revealing the 
details of the victim.

While Section 23 of the Protection of 
Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) 
Act lays down the procedure for media 

to report cases of sexual offences against 
child victims, section 228-A of the IPC 
deals with disclosure of identity of vic-
tims of such offences. The penal law 
provides for jail term of up to two years 
along with a fine. The eight-year-old girl 
from a minority nomadic community 
had disappeared from near her home 
in a village near Kathua in Jammu region 
on January 10. Her body was found in 
the same area a week later.

The state police's Crime Branch, 
which probed the case, has filed the 
main charge sheet against seven per-
sons and a separate charge sheet against 
a juvenile in a court in Kathua district. 
The charge sheet revealed chilling de-
tails about how the girl was allegedly 
kidnapped, drugged and raped inside 
a place of worship before being killed. 

Kohima Bureau 
Kohima, April 24 (EMN): 
The All Nagaland College 
Students’ Union (ANCSU) 
has asserted it will not com-
promise with the ‘massive 
illegal encroachment’ of 
land belonging to Kohima 
Science College in, Jotsoma.

Addressing mediaper-
sons on Tuesday, ANCSU 
president Katho P Awomi 
regretted that the Kohima 
administration was yet 
to respond to the 40-day 
ultimatum served by the 
student body on March 
14 demanding immediate 
demolition of ‘permanent 
and temporary structures’. 
The deadline expired today. 

He said that the ANCSU 
had submitted a memo-
randum to Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio on April 19. 

According to  him, 
records provided by the 
department of Land Rev-
enue on November 19, 2015 
show that 150 acres of land 
was acquired after payment 
of compensation by the 
government and 50 acres 
donated by Jotsoma village. 
At present, the college is left 
with only 133.75 acres.

Awomi said that the 
rest of the land have been 
encroached ‘either through 
forceful allotment order or 
without allotment orders 
by three government de-

partments – Public Health 
Engineering, Doordarshan 
Kendra and Regional Cen-
tre for Excellence in Mu-
sic and Performing Arts 
(RCEMPA) –  individuals 
and even church bodies. 

Informing that the 
Kohima administration 
has assured a joint survey 
of the actual 200 acres of 
land along with the ANCSU 
leaders, college authori-
ties, and Higher Education 
Department very soon, the 
ANCSU leader warned of 
‘vigorous agitation’ if the 
authorities fail to act before 
the start of regular classes.

Its ‘vigorous agitation’ 
would include ‘vandaliz-

ing the three government 
buildings located within 
the acquired land of Sci-
ence College as an example 
for those encroaching the 
college land’. 

The ANCSU also ex-
pressed concern over the 
failure of the department 
of School Education to de-
tach teachers attached to 
VIPs, directorate office, 
district education offices 
and sub-divisional educa-
tion offices.

It demanded that the 
government order dated 
October 31, 2017 be en-
forced and all teachers at-
tached to VIPs and other 
offices be detached and 

sent to respective places 
of posting. It cautioned 
that if the demand is not 
fulfilled at the earliest, the 
union would be forced to 
demand termination of the 
service of those employees 
and fresh recruitment con-
ducted.

Also reminding that the 
previous state government 
had accepted their propos-
al for creation of a separate 
cell or nodal department 
for implementation of all 
scholarship schemes, the 
ANCSU has appealed the 
People’s Democratic Alli-
ance (PDA) government to 
implement the same at the 
earliest.
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Kohima’s DC flags off ‘Gram 
Swaraj Abhiyan’ campaign 

Wokha- Merapani road project review meet

SCERT starts workshop to enhance learning mathematics

Vehicle parking 
notification for 
Wokha town

Phek’s DC notifies on 
required documents for ILP

Central team takes note on 
flagship programs in Zunheboto

Orgs.  condole with 
Rev. Aheto’s demise

Childline board deliberates 
on safety of children

One nabbed for 
illegal tax collection

Foundation courses for NCS probationers begin

Members of DCAB pose for the lens during after the meeting in Dimapur.

Manazir Jeelani Samoon and members of NHIDCL during the review meeting in DC’s conference hall in Wokha.

Rajesh Soundararajan flagging off the ‘Gram Swaraj Abhiyan’ campaign outside DC office in Kohima on 
April 24.

Abhishek Singh and ATI officials with NCS and NSS probationers.

SCERT officials with mathematics teachers on the first day of training in Kohima.

NNC to observe Phizo’s death anniversary
The Naga National Council (NNC) will be observing the 28th 
death anniversary of AZ Phizo on April 30 at 7 am at his 
graveyard in Kohima. The council also reminded that NNC 
/ FGN meeting will be held on the same day at 10 am at 
Transit Peace Camp in Kohima. All members in concern are 
requested to attend the same.

KVSU to conduct career guidance prog. 
The Kohima Village Students Union (KVSU) in collaboration 
with YouthNet will be conducting career guidance 
programme for grade 10, 12th and graduates on April 25 at 
10 am at the Kohima Village Council hall. The programme 
is being supported by Kohima Village Gazetted Officers 
Association (KVGOA).    

Kirha organisation to conduct meeting
The Kirha 8th Stage Organisation of K Khel, Viswema will 
be having a meeting and picnic on April 29 at Tozol Sokha 
around 1 pm. All the members of the organisation have 
been requested to attend the meet. Also, members are 
asked to participate in traditional attire.

NEWS IN BRIEF

as well as reduction in 
outages of power supply 
which is mainly due to 
over loading of existing 
transformers, distribu-
tion lines etc. causing 
unwanted power inter-
ruption. 

DC impressed upon 
the beneficiaries to make 
use of the LED bulb to 
reduce the load on the 
transformers, adding that 
it would also help the 
environment by reducing 
carbon footprint. 

He informed that the 
individual can avail at the 
subsidized rate of INR 50 
per bulb and 3 bulbs per 
family by producing any 
of the documents such 
as Aadhar, ration card etc. 

The teams will reach 
respective villages from 
April 24 to May 5.

The campaign is be-
ing organised by Kohima 
District Administration in 
collaboration with EESL.

Dimapur, April 24 (EMN): 
he deputy commissioner 
of Phek, Shanavas C has 
informed that in order to 
strengthen and stream-
line the inner line permit 
(ILP) system and check the 
movement of illegal im-
migrants, following docu-
ments and criteria will be 
followed in issuing ILP 
w.e.f. April 23.

Required documents 
for application are two 
recent colour passport 
size photograph of ap-
plicant; identity proof (In-

dian passport, PAN Card, 
EPIC, govt. ID card) any 
one; NRC certificate is-
sued by the Govt. of Assam 
for residents of Assam; 
character and antecedents 
certificate issued by su-
perintendent of police of 
respective home district; 
and identity proof of the 
guarantor with detailed 
address and mobile con-
tact number.

For renewal of the per-
mit, person in concern 
have been asked to pro-
duce previous ILP.

Dimapur, April 24 (EMN): 
The deputy commission-
er of Wokha, Dr. Mana-
zir Jeelani Samoon has 
convened a consulta-
tive meeting with Wokha 
District Administration, 
National Highways and 
Infrastructure Develop-
ment Corporation Limit-
ed (NHIDCL), contractor 
M/S CS Infraconstruction 
Limited and Lotha organi-
sations in his office con-
ference room, on April 23. 

According to DPRO 
report, the meeting dis-
cussed various aspects of 
the ongoing rehabilitation 
and up-gradation project 
of the Wokha- Merapani 
highway.

The general manager 
of NHIDCL, Tezpur, clari-
fied that there is no sub 
contract, for the project 
and so far no running 
bill has been paid to the 
contractor. 

He has assured the 
Lotha oganisations and 
the district administra-
tion that the contractor 
will comply with the tech-

nical specifications of the 
project.

It has mentioned that 
the works of earmark-
ing of the Right of Way 
(ROW ) will be made by 
the NHIDCL and CS Infra 
with the help of the Lotha 
organizations, for speedy 
implementation of the 
road project.

The project included 
widening, strengthening 
and upgrade to a two-lane 
highway, with runway 
of 7.00 meters (23 feet) 
for plain terrain and 5.50 
meters (18 feet) for hilly 
terrain as per specifica-
tions of the DPR. The total 
width of formation (to-
tal width including side 
shoulders and drain)  is 
10.35 m (34 feet) for plain 
terrain and 8.85 m (29 
feet) for hilly terrain.

The general manger 
has directed the contrac-
tor to follow the DPR 
specifications, failing 
which the work order will 
be cancelled. The NHID-
CL further clarified that 
any work item to be sub-

Dimapur, April 24 (EMN): 
The State Council of Educa-
tional Research and Train-
ing (SCERT) have started a 
four-day workshop about 

‘development of resource 
document for mathematics 
learning enhancement’ for 
the elementary school teach-
ers on April 24 at SCERT in 

Kohima. 
According to the press re-

lease received here on Tues-
day, the director of SCERT, T 
Sekhose, was the chief guest. 

works to stay active, he encouraged the 
trainees.

He also encouraged them to focus on 
how to improve the functioning of the 
government and provide better assistance 
to the society. Lamenting the poor work 
culture in some departments at secre-
tariat, he called on the trainees to work 
towards making a difference in such areas.

Singh challenged the officers and 
trainees to learn the basic skills and op-
eration of computers, besides making the 

optimum use of social media. 
The main objective of the training is 

to acquaint and inculcate in the trainees 
the spirit of good governance, and the 
basic knowledge of the political, social and 
economic scenario in the state, director, of 
Administrative Training Institute, R Asenla 
Keitzar said.

Besides exposure trips it aimed at 
widening your horizon and providing a 
handout exposure, the training will also 
provide the opportunity to interact with 

varied personalities from different fields, 
she added. 

Assuring a comfortable stay at ATI, 
she reiterated the department’s support 
at every stage of the training.

It is not your brilliance but the plan 
of God that you are in the place you are 
in, additional director, ATI, Kevin Zehol, 
said. Calling the 45 trainees fortunate, 
he expressed optimism that the trainees 
will have fond memories to take back and 
cherish after their services.

Dimapur, April 24 (EMN): On April 24 
at around 1:30 pm, Dimapur Police Anti 
Extortion Team (AET) - 1 party nabbed 
one person identified as Tokavi Ayemi 
(18 yrs), son of Ikugha of Henivi village, 
while he was collecting illegal tax from 
vehicles plying at Henivi village in Di-
mapur. 

According to a press release received 
on Tuesday from Dimapur police, six 
extortion slip of NNC (NA); nine Henivi 
River Bank maintenance tax slip; 28 
Henivi youth department road main-
tenance slip; one GPRN UT-1 tax slip; 
12 NPGN / NNC (N/A) tax ; and cash 
amount of INR 1860 were recovered 
from his possession.

In this connection, a regular case has 
been registered at Diphupar Police Sta-
tion Dimapur for further investigation.

Dimapur, April 24 (EMN): The 
deputy commissioner of Wokha 
has informed that as per the 
resolution of the Wokha District 
Road Safety Committee meeting 
held on March 26, the following 
changes have been made in 
respect of parking of vehicles in 
and around Wokha town.

The following roads/loca-
tions have been designated as 
“No Parking Zone”, the road 
from Y junction (Assam Rifles) 
to main bazaar, the road to-
wards DC office main gate.

Only two vehicles shall be 
allowed to park at a time in front 
of the entire taxi / bus counter 
and the remaining vehicles shall 
be allowed for parking from 
old Aircel office towards Assam 
Rifles gate.

All vehicles including com-
mercial vehicles and Auto-Rick-
shaws parking in “No Parking 
Zone” and violating traffic rules 
shall be strictly dealt with as 
per the provision of the Motor 
Vehicles Act.

The notification added that 
the order comes into force with 
immediate effect.

Dimapur, April 24 (EMN): The Aghunato Village Union 
Dimapur has mourned the demise of Rev. Aheto Sema, 
youth secretary of Western Sümi Baptist Akukuhou 
Küqhakulu, who passed away on April 24 at CMC in 
Vellore.

The union said Aheto was a loving and resourceful 
young intellectual, humble, dedicated, far sighted and 
visionary servant of God and is loved by all. 

“He has done many good deeds within a short 
span of his life, set many good exemplary deeds that 
we all need to learn. His contribution towards the 
union will always be remembered,” the condolence 
message read. 

The union expressed its deepest heartfelt condo-
lences and sympathy to the bereaved family members 
and prayed for the departed soul to rest in peace.

Also, the All Sumi Youth Organisation has ex-
pressed its sympathy over the demise of Rev. Aheto 
Sema. The organisation offered prayer for bereaved 
family and the departed soul to rest in peace.

Dimapur, April 24 (EMN): The District 
Childline Advisory Board (DCAB) 
conducted a meeting on April 23 at the 
Deputy Commissioner’s conference 
hall in Dimapur.

A press note from the DCAB in-
formed on Monday that a meeting was 
conducted to discuss about the safety 
of children. The agendas included ap-
pointment of rescue team under dis-
trict task force on child labour; to initi-
ate “Child Friendly School” campaign; 
creation of child protection database 
in collaboration with Dimapur police; 

incorporation of CHILDLINE weblink 
and komal film on child sexual abuse 
in Dimapur district official website; 
and to conduct medical camps in vul-
nerable areas for children in collabora-
tion with the chief medical officer of 
Dimapur.

According to the updates, the 
meeting also deliberated about the 
role of different departments and 
stakeholders to implement initiatives 
and programmes in various capaci-
ties in collaboration with CHILDLINE 
Dimapur.

Dimapur, April 24 (EMN): 
The inter-ministerial cen-
tral team led by Abhishek 
Chandra, deputy secretary 
to the Government of In-
dia accompanied by San-
jay, under secretary held a 
meeting with Zunheboto 
district nodal departments 
under ‘Gram Swaraj Ab-
hiyaan’ on April 24 in the 
deputy commissioner’s 
conference hall.

Update from DPRO 
informed that during the 
meeting, the visiting team 
took reports on various 
central government flag-
ship programs taken up 
under the Abhiyaan in 
the district. The flagship 
programs includes Prad-

han Mantri Uijawala Yo-
jana (LPG connections for 
eligible families), SAUB-
HAGGYA (Pradhan Mantri 
Sahaj Bijili Hat Ghar Yo-
jana), Ujala Scheme (LEDs 
for all), Pradhan Mantri 
Jan DhanYojana, Prad-
han Mantri Jeevan Bhima 
Yojana, Pradhan Mantri 
Suraksha Bhima Yojana, 
and Mission Indradha-
nush ( immunization of 
children under 2 years and 
all pregnant women).

Power department 
Zunheboto gave pres-
entation on SUBHAGYA 
scheme.

The team also paid a 
visit to Askhomi village in 
the morning.

Dimapur, April 24 (EMN): 
The deputy commis-
sioner of Kohima, Rajesh 
Soundararajan on April 
24 flagged off the ‘Gram 
Swaraj Abhiyan Special 
Campaign’ the at DC’s 
office in Kohima. Update 
received on Tuesday from 
DIPR informed.

Flagging off the 15 
vehicles for carrying 
LED bulb to 58 target-
ed villages under Ko-
hima district, the Deputy 
Commissioner said that 
the main objective of 
the programme was to 
promote ‘Unnat Jyoti’ 
through affordable LEDs 

for all (UJALA yojna). The 
campaign is also to con-
serve energy at home, 
office, commercial insti-
tutions by using energy 
efficient appliances and 
star labelled products 
which would result in 
significant reduction in 
monthly electricity bill 

Dimapur, April 24 (EMN): The future of 
the people in the state is in your hands, 
and how you are trained and groomed at 
ATI will decide how you deliver the justice 
to the people, said the commissioner-
secretary, Abhishek Singh. 

He was speaking as a special guest at 
the inaugural programme for combine 
foundation course for NCS (P) 2018 batch 
and NSS 48th batch at Multipurpose Hall, 
ATI on April 24. DIPR updated bout the 
programme on Tuesday.

The training is aimed at inculcating 
values significant for your carriers, said 
Abhishek Singh congratulating the officers 
and trainees for their success. 

He called upon the gathering to strive 
to ensure a better opportunity for chil-
dren – education, health and even other 
sectors, as wthey venture into their new 
assigned task.

While administer programmes, take 
decisions or in implement schemes, Singh 
advised that gender equality and balance 
has to be at the back of one’s head.

Life in the outpost will be tough Singh 
pointed, urging the Nagaland Civil Service 
Officers to retrospect the reason of them 
joining the service. Take your assignments 
as an opportunity, and create your own 

The director in his speech 
he said “schools in Nagaland 
are fortunate enough to have 
good infrastructure, teach-
ers and other resources. But, 
when we look at the out-
come we lack quality.”

Sekhose said according 
to national achievement 
survey and school report 
card shows that the students 
are not doing well in math-
ematics. 

With this initiative, he 
is hopeful that in Nagaland 
mathematics education will 
improve. 

He further encouraged 
the mathematics teachers to 
put all their efforts, experi-
ences, ideas, and innova-
tions into the programme. 

let to sub contractor is 
subject to approval of the 
NHIDCL.
Lotha organisations 
not to compromise 
workmanship

While appreciating the 
efforts of the deputy com-
missioner for bringing the 
NHIDCL and the contrac-
tor, for interaction with the 
beneficiary community, 
the Lotha organizations 
expressed dismay in the 
insincerity of the NHIDCL 

and non-compliance to 
technical specifications by 
the contractor. 

The beneficiary or-
ganizations have earlier, 
on April 16, said to have 
served an ultimatum to 
the contractor to start 
the widening earthwork 
latest by April 30, failing 
which the beneficiary or-
ganizations will not allow 
the contractor to precede 
further with other works 
such as construction of 

culverts etc. 
Pointing out that since 

the DPR specifications 
are vividly and explicitly 
available that the reha-
bilitation project is for 
up-gradation to two-lane 
which includes widen-
ing and strengthening, 
realignment of hair pin 
bends, cement concrete 
paved shoulders etc., the 
Lotha organisations said 
there is no need for any 
deliberations but to im-

plement the project as per 
specifications. 

The organisations 
made clear that since 
such a major project will 
come only once, there 
can be no compromise 
to either workmanship 
or specifications. The or-
ganizations also assured 
the NHIDCL and the con-
tractor that for any local 
problem the Lotha Hoho 
and organizations will 
help to mitigate. 

The organizations 
further clarified that no 
harassment or extor-
tion by any individual or 
group will be allowed and 
that the Lotha organiza-
tions will fully co operate 
with the agency and the 
contractor. The Lotha or-
ganizations also made it 
clear that any personnel 
involved in the project 
works will have to authen-
ticate his/her identity as 
per ultimatum given ear-
lier on April 16. Hence any 
unidentified person will 
not be allowed to involve 
in the project works. 
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Union health minister and the state deputy chief minister along with other state legislators in New Delhi 
on April 24.

Personnel from State Public Health Laboratory (SPHL), Kohima, 
conducting test on food samples in New Market in Dimapur on April 25.

State delegate apprises union minister on medical college

ANATG appeals for 
regularisation of service

SSA teachers serve ultimatum to government

Food Safety on Wheels 
kick-start in Dimapur

STATE

According to Jamir, the 
tests were “preliminary” in 
nature and samples failing 
the on-site tests would be 
referred for further labora-
tory analysis.

SPHL assistant chem-
ist, I Ayangba, who con-
ducted the tests, said that 
by using the test kits pro-
vided in the mobile lab, 
they look for signs of adul-
teration. Samples failing 
the on-site tests would 
require further analysis 
after which report would 
be send to the FSOs.

Citing an instance of 
haldi (turmeric), he said 
they look for signs indicat-
ing the presence of colour-
ing agents not permitted 
by food safety law.

As for perishable fruits 
and vegetables, he said 
samples would be re-
quired to be taken to the 
laboratory in Kohima.

His colleague, assistant 
chemist, Neiphresenuo, 
added that some 50 sam-
ples of various spices were 
tested till noon. “As of now, 
they (samples) are within 
the standard of FSSAI,” 
she said.

The report of the final 
analysis would take 1-2 
weeks. However, it is sub-
jected to the quantity and 
nature of tests. 

It sample would con-
tinue on April 25 but the 
officials did not specify 
any location in particular. 
The next stop after Di-
mapur would be Peren, it 
was informed.

Dimapur, April 25 (EMN): 
State deputy chief minis-
ter, Y Patton along with 
his cabinet colleagues 
and advisors compris-
ing of S Pangnyu Phom, 
Jacob Zhimomi, Kashiho 
Sangtam, Dr. Longrinik-
en, Tovihoto Ayemi and 
Kazheto Kinimi paid a 
courtesy call on the un-
ion minister of health 
and family welfare, Jagat 
Prakash Nadda, at his 
official residence in New 
Delhi on April 24.

During the discus-
sion, Patton has apprised 
the union minister on the 
ongoing state top prior-
ity project of the medical 

college in Kohima and 
requested him to extend 
help towards the early 
completion of the said 
medical college. 

The delegation mem-
bers also expressed their 
gratefulness to the union 
minister for his concern 
towards the state espe-
cially for the rural health 
sector.

Quoting the union 
minister, a press release 
issued by PRO (IPR) Na-
galand House, New Delhi, 
Kuolie Mere stated that 
the central government 
is committed to improve 
the health care system in 
the country.

Dimapur, April 25 (EMN): 
The All Nagaland Ad-hoc 
Teacher’s Group (ANATG) 
2015 Batch has appealed 
the state government to 
regularise their service 
without further delay.

The adhoc teachers 
argued that different cat-
egories in the department, 
who have com pleted 3 
years of continuous serv-
ice by 2015, have fulfilled 
all the criteria laid down 
by the department by go-
ing through departmental 
suitability test exam on 
May 20, 2017. It stated 
that 1166 members have 
cleared all the formalities 
like documents, spot veri-
fication, and screening of 
documents from the P&AR 
department and waiting 
cabinet approval for serv-

ice regularisation.
ANATG president, 

Rüguotsolie, stated that 
ad-hoc teachers are re-
ceiving a meagre amount 
of INR 6700 for primary 
teacher and INR 8400 
for graduate teacher per 
month. 

The ANATG 2015 Batch 
lamented that several rep-
resentations, memoran-
dums and ultimatums to 
the government on the 
issue was not responded 
to till date. In demanding 
for service regularisation, 
it has also sought ‘equal 
pay for equal work.’ 

ANATG warned that 
would have no other op-
tion but to exercise their 
fundamental right in the 
form of protest/agitation 
against the department.

DP-382

Late Rev. Aheto Sema
Secretary DoYM, WSBAK 

TIME: 08:00am 

DATE: April 26th, 2018

VENUE: WSBAK Centre Akuvuto, Thahekhu 

 His mortal remains will be buried at Lhothavi Village
D-5317

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, April 24: Un-
der the aegis of the Food 
Safety & Standard Au-
thority of India (FSSAI), 
food safety on wheels 
collected and tested sam-
ples of food items at the 
New Market, Dimapur, 
on April 24. Nagaland 
received the mobile lab 
from the FSSAI. 

Food safety on wheels 
would cover the entire 
state, district by district, 
manned by chemists from 
the State Public Health 
Laboratory (SPHL), Ko-
hima, in coordination 

with the respective district 
FSOs.

“ We  a re  t o  c h e c k 
whether the packaged 
food items available in the 
market comply with the 
FSSAI standard,” said FSO, 
Dimapur, Sendong Jamir, 
who was supervising the 
tests today.

Samples of packaged 
drinking water, spices and 
beverages, including milk 
and fruit juices would be 
tested during the two-day 
programme. It is aimed at 
taking sample as many as 
200 different food items in 
two days. 

Dimapur, April 25 (EMN): 
Nagaland SSA Teachers’ 
Association (NSSATA) has 
served a seven-day ulti-
matum on the department 
of school education to im-
plement 7 ROP with ef-
fect from January 2018, to 
pay salaries of SSA teach-
ers (2010 and 2013) from 
state non-plan budget, 
and to release January to 
March 2018 salary with 
7 ROP within seven days 
(excluding holidays) with 
effect from April 23. The 
association has warned 
of initiating democratic 
means/ mode of agitation 
if the government fails to 
address their demands 
within the stipulated pe-
riod.

In a representation 

to the principal secre-
tary of school education, 
NSSATA has referred to 
their appointment letters 
vide order NO. EDS/SSA-
CPA/009-2008)

(I) and (II) and NO. 
DSE/RS/2011, which pur-
portedly stated that they 
were appointed as regular 
state employees through 
advertisement NO. ED/
ADMN/1/2009-10 and 
NO. ED/EXAM/2010-11 
respectively through open 
recruitment.

The representation 
also apprised that they 
would be endowed a scale 
pay and ‘with all other al-
lowances/ rates prescribed 
by the government of Na-
galand from time to time 
with effect from joining.’ 

Likewise, it added that 
SSA teachers appointed 
in the year 2010 and 2013 
through the above men-
tioned orders and adver-
tisements have been en-
joying all other benefits 
as that of the regular state 
employees since the date 
of appointment. Besides, 
it added that deduction 
of 10% NPS of the total 
emolument, GIS and pro-
fessional tax is also made 
regularly.

It also made a mention 
on RTI No. SSA/NAGA/
RTI 3/2010-2011 dated 
October 2013, where the 
department of school edu-
cation clearly stated that 
the post creation “is not 
done by SSA, it is a govern-
ment of Nagaland under-

taking. Hence, teachers 
are appointed on a regu-
lar basis and their service 
is not co-terminus with 
SSA project,” which makes 
them regular state em-
ployees.

Despite the facts men-
tioned above, it alleged 
that SSA 2010 and 2013 
batch were being deprived 
of what was rightfully 
theirs.

The representation ap-
pended jointly by the as-
sociation’s president Pen-
thungo Y Yanthan and the 
general secretary Vinoka 
Sohe warned that failure 
to address their demands 
within seven days (exclud-
ing holidays) with effect 
from April 23, the associa-
tion would initiate demo-

cratic means/ mode of agi-
tation. It further added that 
the government would 
solely be held responsible 
in the event of any unto-
ward incidents during the 
time of their agitation.
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Shirui Lily festival begins in Manipur Want to fulfill husband’s aspirations 
for Williamnagar – Marak

Peace forum 
pleased by 
removal of AFSPA 

Ex-Tripura ministers to be quizzed 
by CBI in chit fund scam – Speaker

Army launches hunt for 
dreaded NDFB(S) leaders

MNF emerges largest party in CADC1Mob attacks 
Diphu police 
station, 11 
injured

Two minor girls sexually assaulted in Assam

Arunachal Congress demands complete withdrawal of AFSPA

Our Correspondent
Imphal, April 24,(EMN): 
The second edition of Ma-
nipur’s Shirui Lily festival 
began at Shirui village in 
Ukhrul district on Tue. April 
24.

The main reason for the 
festival was to spread aware-
ness about conservation of  
the endangered Shirui Lily 
and promote the district of  
Ukhrul as a tourist destina-
tion in Northeast region. 

Manipur Chief Minister 
N Biren Singh with other 
ministers attended the pro-
gramme.  

Speaking on the oc-
casion, the chief  minister 
spoke about the number of  
government projects which 
are being taken up for the 
welfare of  the people. He 
added that, currently 21 
projects out of 29 sanctioned 
are undergoing while some 
of them have already been 

completed.
While inaugurating the 

newly constructed women’s 
market complex in Ukhrul, 
Singh said that the mar-
ket has been dedicated to 
the community. He also as-
sured the people to complete 
blacktopping the roads in 
Ukhrul town within a year.

Shirui Lily (Lilium 
mackliniae) was discovered 
in 1946 by Frank Kingdom 
Ward, a botanist from Unit-

ed Kingdom. 
It is a rare species of ter-

restrial lily grown found only 
in Manipur’s upper reaches 
of the Shirui hill ranges. The 
pinkish flower’s beauty lies 
in its bell-shaped petals.

The festival has wit-
nessed stalls exhibition and 
rock band competition. 
Undoubtedly, Northeast is 
emerging as the most popu-
lar destination for interna-
tional rock bands.

Tura, April 24 (PTI): 
Krinilla Marak, the wife of  
deceased Nationalist Con-
gress Party (NCP) leader 
Jonathone N Sangma, has 
stepped into her husband’s 
shoes and filed nominations 
recently for the April 27 
election to Williamnagar as-
sembly constituency.

The polling to the seat 
in East Garo Hills district 
of  Meghalaya was coun-
termanded after Sangma 
was killed in an IED blast 
on February 18, two weeks 
ahead of the state elections.

Marak feels the NCP 
ticket has given her a “sense 
of  hope and a purpose in 
life.” 

“Jonathone’s incomplete 
dreams are my guiding light. 
He wanted to change the 
situation for better in Wil-
liamnagar. He wanted to 
empower the people of the 

constituency - the same peo-
ple who he loved and died 
for. I wish to take it up from 
where he left,” she said.

The NCP candidate has 
been holding campaigns 
across the constituency with 
party president Saleng A 
Sangma by her side.

“I am not a political nov-
ice as people would want to 
believe. I have been a part 
of almost all the campaigns 
undertaken by my husband. 
We discussed strategy and 
campaign points together. I 
supported him in his earlier 
bids for the assembly too,” 
Marak asserted.

Marak said, she wants to 
live up to the expectation of  
the people of Williamnagar, 
just like her husband. “Any-
one who came to him did 
not go back disappointed. 
Now we want to continue 
his legacy,” she added.

The NCP candidate is 
currently one of  the front 
runners for the Williamna-
gar seat. The constituency 
will witness a contest among 
nine candidates, including 
Deborah C Marak of  the 
Congress, Marcuise Marak 
of  the NPP, SR Marak of  
the BJP and Mahamsing 
Sangma of the UDP.

“We are confident of  
winning the election as the 
people of  Williamnagar 
wanted to see my husband 
as their MLA. 

The present legislator of  
the constituency, Deborah 
C Marak, and the former 
MLAs have failed to inspire 
confidence amongst the vot-
ers as they lacked vision.

“We will ensure that 
the promises made by my 
husband to the voters are 
fulfilled under all circum-
stances,” Marak signed off.

Dimapur, April 24 (EMN): 
The North East Dialogue 
Forum has welcomed the 
Centre’s decision to revoke 
the Armed Forces (Special 
Powers) Act (AFSPA), 1958 
from Meghalaya with effect 
from April 1.  A press release 
from the forum on Tuesday 
stated that such revocation of  
the AFSPA has been a ‘long 
felt need.’  The decision taken 
by the Union  Home  Minis-
try  and the state government 
was  ‘most  welcomed  and  
relieving, after  the 27  long  
years,’ it added.

It  would  be  ‘more  than  
happy’  when   this  ‘draco-
nian  law’  is  totally  removed  
from  India’s  statute  book, 
the forum stated. All the 
states and its citizens of the 
country must not be looked 
upon as the ‘enemies of the 
state.’ In a democratic coun-
try, such ‘army rule cannot 
co-exist and co-administer 
with the civilian,’ the press 
release stated. 

The forum appreciated 
the Supreme Court’s deci-
sions of  ‘probing cases of  
army killings in the areas 
where the AFSPA is in force.’ 

“Today, it’s the people of  
Meghalaya who are breath-
ing in relief.  Tomorrow, 
it should be people in re-
maining parts of Arunachal 
Pradesh and  Manipur, in  
whole of    Nagaland and 
Jammu &  Kashmir,” it 
stated. 

Kokrajhar (Assam), April 24 (PTI): The Army has 
launched a massive hunt engaging helicopters and 
deploying over 1000 security personnel to catch two 
senior NDFB militant leaders in Chirang district and 
the Manas Reserve Forest, defence sources said.

Based on specific input about the presence of  
dreaded NDFB militants G Bidai and Batha, who 
have several police cases against them, Army units 
from Kokrajhar and Chirang districts in association 
with SSB jointly launched the massive operation in 
Chirang district and the Manas Reserve Forest along 
the Indo-Bhutan border since Sunday, the sources said 
last evening.

Stating that the Army also engaged tracker dogs 
to trace out the insurgents, the sources said more than 
1000 security personnel had been deployed in the area 
for carrying out extensive search operations and cor-
doned off the area.

Aizawl, April 24 (PTI): The 
Mizo National Front (MNF) 
today emerged as the larg-
est party in the 20-member 
Chakma Autonomous District 
Council (CADC) by bagging 
eight seats while the BJP for the 
first time came uncomfortably 
close to the ruling Congress by 
winning in five seats.

The counting of votes was 
held at Chawngte and the offi-
cial results were declared by the 
Returning Officer N Chakhai, 
Deputy Commissioner of  the 
Lawngtlai district.

In the election to the 
CADC held on Friday last in 
19 seats, the ruling Congress 
could manage to win only six 

seats while it enjoyed absolute 
majority in the last council 
term.

Election to the Futuli seat 
was not held as the Gauhati 
High Court stayed declaration 
of the result as the uncontested 
win by the Congress was chal-
lenged by the MNF candidate 
claiming that disqualifying 
him by the Returning Officer 
during scrutiny was illegal and 
arbitrary.

MNF leaders said that the 
party would stake its claim to 
form the executive committee 
in the CADC and would most 
likely try to form a non-Con-
gress government by forging 
post-poll alliance with the BJP.

Diphu (Assam), April 24 
(PTI): Police lathi charged, 
burst tear gas shells and 
fired rubber bullets today to 
control a mob that attacked 
the Diphu police station de-
manding that a person ar-
rested for alleged rape and 
abatement of suicide of a girl 
be handed over to it.

At least 11 persons, ten 
police personnel and one 
protestor were injured in 
stone pelting by the mob on 
the police station this after-
noon and the police action, 
a senior police official said.

“We were forced to lathi-
charge and burst tear gas 
shells to disperse them. Also 
a few rounds of rubber bul-
lets fired,” Karbi Anglong 
superintendent of  police V 
Siva Prasad Ganjala said.

The girl went to the 
house of  her reported boy 
friend and committed suicide 
after an argument over some 
issues.

Her family members in 
their complaint said that she 
was raped and murdered by 
the boy friend and filed an 
FIR with the police.

Acting on this, the person 
was taken into custody, the 
police added.

Tezpur/Dhubri, April 24 (PTI): Two 
minor girls were allegedly sexually as-
saulted in Assam’s Sonitpur and Dhubri 
districts today following which a Home 
Guard and a school teacher were arrested, 
police said.

In the first incident, the Home Guard 
allegedly attempted to sexually assault his 
colleague’s minor daughter at their training 
centre in Parua under the jurisdiction of  
Tezpur police station in Sonitpur district, 
Additional Superintendent of  Police Nu-
mal Mahanta.

The incident happened at the girl’s resi-
dence around 7.30 am today. The accused, 
a 59-year-old man attempted to molest her, 
Mahanta said.

The girl’s family members lodged a 
complaint with the Tezpur police station 
and the police accused the arrested under 
the POCSO Act, the additional superin-
tendent of police said.

The accused has been sent to judicial 
custody after he was produced at Tezpur 

court, Mahanta said.
In another incident, a school teacher 

was arrested for allegedly molesting a minor 
girl in Dhubri district today, police said.

The incident happened when the eight-
year-old girl, a student of  class IV, along 
with 12 of her classmates, had gone to take 
tuition at a private school teacher’s house 
this morning, said district Additional 
Superintendent of Police Gunundra Nath 
Deka.

After the tuition class was over, the 
32-year-old teacher asked the victim to stay 
back and molested her, Deka said.

The little girl somehow managed to free 
herself  and went home, Deka said.

Her parents raised an alarm after she 
informed them about the incident, the po-
lice officer said.

Local people then went to the teacher’s 
place, beat him up before handing him over 
to the police, the officer said.

The girl’s parents lodged an FIR against 
the teacher at Bilasipara police station.

Agartala, April 24 (PTI): 
Tripura Speaker Rebati Mo-
han Das today said the CBI 
has informed him that it 
would quiz former minis-
ters and CPI MLAs Badal 
Choudhury, and Bijita Nath 
in connection with the mul-
ti-crore Rose Valley chit 
fund scam in the state.

Choudhury was the fi-
nance minister and Nath 
the social welfare minis-
ter in the previous Manik 
Sarkar government in the 
state.

In the run up to the 
Assembly polls, the BJP-
Indigenous People’s Front 
of  Tripura (IPFT) alliance 
had announced to hand 
over the investigation into 
the Rose Valley scam to CBI 
immediately after coming to 
power in the state in March 
this year.

“I received the letter 
yesterday from CBI Super-
intendent of  Police Sudip 
Roy saying that the inves-
tigation agency will grill 
the two former ministers 
and requested me to in-
form them about it. I have 

already informed both of  
them,” Das told PTI.

CBI sleuths will grill 
Nath tomorrow at her resi-
dence at Bagbasa in North 
Tripura district and Chow-
dhury at the MLA hostel 
here on Thursday, official 
sources said.

Nath and CPI cen-
tral committee member 
Goutam Das were grilled in 
connection with the scam in 
June last year.

Choudhury, who was 
in charge of  the finance 
portfolio from 2004 to 2008, 
said that he has received a 
communication on the CBI 
quizzing.

“They (CBI) will speak 
to me at the MLA hostel 
here on Thursday. I am 
open to questions,” he said.

According to sources, 
the probe agency has also 
sought to know details of  
Choudhury’s private sec-
retary, Sekhar Dutta, who 
served with him when he 
was the minister. Choud-
hury had been a minister for 
six terms since 1978 in the 
first Left Front government.

Nath said she is “pre-
pared” to face questioning 
by the CBI.

Tripura Congress vice-
president Tapas De wel-
comed the CBI probe and 
said the party had held a 
series of agitations demand-
ing investigation by the cen-
tral agency into the Rose 
Valley chit fund scam.

“Many CPI leaders and 
ministers were involved (in 
the scam). Over 14 lakh 
people lost their money to 
Rose Valley. We are happy 
that CBI has agreed (to 
conduct the probe) at last,” 
he said.

BJP spokesperson Mri-
nal Kanti Deb said, “We 
welcome it. People will get 
justice now.” 

Assets of Rose Valley in 
20 locations across Tripura 
were attached by the state 
government in 2016.

Thirty-seven cases re-
lated to chit fund companies 
were forwarded to the cen-
tral investigating agency in 
2013 by the Tripura govern-
ment but the CBI is inves-
tigating only five of them.

Itanagar, April 24 (PTI): The Centre’s 
decision to withdraw AFSPA from 
parts of Arunachal Pradesh has evoked 
divergent views from political parties 
in the state, with the ruling BJP being 
cautious and the Congress demanding 
the total withdrawal of the “draconian 
law”.

State Congress president Takam 
Sanjoy said the Armed Forces (Special 
Powers) Act, which empowers security 
forces to conduct operations and arrest 
individuals without prior notice, is “not 
relevant” in a peaceful state like Aru-
nachal Pradesh.

“When the Centre can lift the Act 
from Meghalaya, why not in Arunachal 
Pradesh? There are no records of ter-
rorist activities in the state over the past 
several years. There are other laws to 
deal with such activities and AFSPA 
would only jeopardise public peace,” 

he claimed.
The Home Ministry has “arbitrarily 

extended” the provisions of the Act at 
a time when the Naga rebel groups are 
engaged in peace talks, he alleged.

The Centre withdrew AFSPA from 
the entire state of Meghalaya and parts 
of Arunachal Pradesh, with effect from 
March 31, a home ministry official 
informed yesterday.

In Arunachal Pradesh, areas under 
the controversial Act have been reduced 
from 16 police stations areas, bordering 
Assam, to eight police stations, besides 
Tirap, Changlang and Longding dis-
tricts.

The ruling BJP is of  the opinion 
that the Centre should study the ground 
situation in the state and, if permissible, 
should repeal the Act to ensure peace in 
the region.

State BJP president Tapir Gao said, 

“The presence of anti-national elements 
in the northeast cannot be denied. It is a 
central subject and if the Union govern-
ment deems fit to revoke the Act, then it 
will be for the greater good.” 

The chief of Peoples’ Party of Aru-
nachal, Kahfa Bengia, feels the eight 
police stations areas need not come 
under AFSPA as there were no reports 
of militant activities from these regions 
in a very long time.

“The Home Ministry should make 
sure its decisions do not affect the people 
of the state,” Bengia asserted.

Hawa Bagang, president of  All 
Arunachal Pradesh Students Union, 
asserted that AFSPA helps in curbing 
anti-social activities by insurgent groups 
of neighbouring states.

“The Army should properly verify 
the details before booking anybody un-
der the Act,” Bagang added.

N Biren Singh speaking at the inaugural fucntion of Shirui lily festival in Manipur
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Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

ACROSS
 1. Wash out with water
 6. Slovenly person
 10. Swill
 14. Baking appliances
 15. White frost
 16. Generally accepted principles or 

systems
 17. British/Italian explorer John 

(Giovanni) _____
 18. Initial wager
 19. Helps
 20. Ascertainable
 22. Low, rotating, armed structure
 24. Immediately (medical)
 25. Devices that break down 

computer instructions into 
component parts

 26. One who expresses a sentiment 
in words

 29. Ailments
 30. Mid-west state
 31. New Year’s promise
 37. “Different Strokes” actress 

_____ Volz
 39. City in Cambridgeshire England
 40. Twilled woolen cloth
 41. Female tailor
 44. Scarce
 45. Bill or check
 46. Deservedly received
 48. Not located at sea
 52. Attempt again
 53. Spud
 54. Journalist
 58. Walked on
 59. Tide
 61. Dominos makes this
 62. Mischievous demons
 63. Middle-Eastern “Strip”
 64. Rulers of Russia
 65. Hurl or toss
 66. Chop _____ (chinese food)
 67. Narrow strip of leather 
DOWN

 1. Stone
 2. ____ the Terrible
 3. Babylonian god of wisdom
 4. Blizzard
 5. Plantation
 6. Must
 7. Solitary
 8. Cereal grain
 9. Editor of “A Kierkegaard 

Anthology”, Robert 
_______

 10. Marks left by wounds
 11. River in France
 12. More strange 
 13. Nuisances

 21. Canadian golfer Dave 
____

 23. Bear
 25. Tactics
 26. Male offspring
 27. You (archaic)
 28. Opera set in Egypt
 29. Small island
 32. Weird
 33. Person who uses 

violence to coerce
 34. Modern day Persia
 35. Monster
 36. Require
 38. Kind of scarf or necktie

 42. Crowds
 43. Ooze
 47. When a group votes to 

accept
 48. Relating to vision
 49. Actress _____ Shearer
 50. Ceases
 51. 2nd person past tense of 

“To have” (archaic)
 52. Refund
 54. Destroy utterly
 55. Emperor
 56. Poet ____ Pound
 57. Coarse file
 60. French for “Water”
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State BJP delegation with the central leaders in New Delhi on April 24.

Paiwang seeks more flying hours for chopper service

FNR to hold public interactionPolice seizes liquor

NSDMA to conduct 
mock drill

State BJP delegate meets central leaders

Dimapur, April 24 
(EMN): BJP legislators 
and party officials from 
Nagaland called on the 
national BJP president 
Amit Shah, BJP general 
secretary Ram Madhav 
and Ramlal on April 24 
and expressed gratitude 
to the central leaders for 
personally participating 
in the recently concluded 
the 13th Nagaland Leg-
islative Assembly (NLA) 
elections and led the 
party to a record time 
victory. 

The delegation also 
reminded the central 
leaders that they had 
gone to the people during 
the elections with com-
mitments for more de-
velopment under the dis-
pensation of BJP led NDA 
government at the centre. 
They, therefore, appealed 
the central government to 
extend full support to the 
commitments made by 
the Prime Minister of In-
dia and the central lead-
ers to the state.

The delegation also 

expressed their confi-
dence that under the 
dynamic leadership and 
guidance of the Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and the president Amit 
Shah, BJP in the state 
will grow from strength 
to strength in the days to 
come.

The delegation also 
thanked the party leaders 
for their concerned to-
wards the state develop-
ment.

Meanwhile, state min-
ister of transport and civil 

WANTED
Application are invited for the post of Assistant Professors as 
given below;- 

(a). English (b). Political Science (c). Education (d). Sociology 
(e). History.

QUALIFICATION AS PER UGC NORMS:-
(a) Master’s Degree with 55% marks plus NET/SLET by a 

recognized University.
(b) Preference shall be given to the Candidates having M. Phil/

Ph.D degree.
Salary :- Rs. 15950/- Scale as preexisting College ROP Scale.
Mode of application :- Interested candidates may submit their 
resume along with requisite Xeroxed documents and submit 
to the undersigned address within 21 days from the date of 
publication of this advertisement. 

No TA/DA will be paid to attend the interview. Date, time and 
Call letter will be communicated by Mobile/Email.

Dr. KC Murry
Principal

Bailey Baptist College
baileybaptistcollege12@gmail.com
Post Box-96, P.O. Wokha – 797111

Wokha : Nagaland
DP-381

In reference to Advertisement NO.NSRLM/SMMU/ADVT/2012-13, Dated Kohima, the 
18th April 2018, which was published in the local dailies on 19th April 2018, the use of 
the word “Tikhir” under the Post of Area Coordinators may be read as “Yimchunger”.

Sd/-
(ATHEL O. LOTHA)

Addl. Secretary, RD & Mission Director, SRLM
Nagaland: Kohima

KG-2488

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DEPARTMENT OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT

NAGALAND STATE RURAL LIVELIHOODS MISSION
NAGALAND: KOHIMA

CORRIGENDUM

NOTICE
TAKE NOTICE that W.P (C) NO.57 (K)/18 has been filed by the above named Petitioners in the 

Gauhati High Court, Kohima Bench, wherein you have been impleaded as Respondent Nos. 5-22.
The Hon’ble High Court vide Order dated 18.04.2018 has directed for substituted notice through 

2(two) local dailies and the matter has been fixed after 5(five) weeks for entering of appearance.  If 
no appearance is made on your behalf or by your advocate or by someone authorized by law to act 
on your behalf on the next date of appearance, the matter will be heard and decided in your absence.

Signed and sealed by the order of the Court on this the 20th day of April 2018.

Deputy Registrar (Judicial) 
Gauhati High Court Kohima Bench,

Kohima, Nagaland.

To,
1. Shri. R.Yohan
 Junior Engineer
 Directorate of Municipal Affairs, Kohima.
2. Shri. Mhabemo Ovung
 Junior Engineer
 Urban Development, Kohima, Nagaland.
3. Shri. Rokuozanuo Jacinta
 Junior Engineer
 Office of the Chief Engineer, PWD, National 

Highway, Kohima, Nagaland.
4. Shri. Bendangwati
 Junior Engineer
 Office of the Executive Engineer,
 PWD (R&B) Mokokchung Division. 
5. Shri. Vizokhunuo Angami
 Junior Engineer
 Office of the Chief Engineer, 
 PWD (Housing), Kohima, Nagaland.
6. Shri. Kewepu Tsuha
 Junior Engineer
 Office of the Executive Engineer, 
 PWD (R&B) Pfutsero Division.
7. Shri. P. Chubathung Ngully
 Junior Engineer
 Office of the Executive Engineer, 
 PWD (R&B) Peren Division.
8. Shri. Kevimelie Linyu
 Junior Engineer
 Office of the Chief Engineer, 
 PWD (Housing) Kohima, Nagaland.
9. Shri. Kenieseto Kera
 Junior Engineer
 CAWD, Kohima, Nagaland.

10. Shri. Khrielievio Tsumyu
 Junior Engineer
 NCID (Housing) Kohima.
11. Shri. Chingshen C Phom
 Junior Engineer
 Department of Under Developed Areas,
 Kohima, Nagaland. 
12. Shri. L. Semo Khiamungan
 Junior Engineer
 Office of the Executive Engineer, 
 PWD (R&B), Noklak Division
13. Shri. Sejongmong Sangtam
 Junior Engineer
 Office of the Executive Engineer, 
 National Highway, Tuensang Division.
14. Shri. Yanbemo Ezung
 Junior Engineer,
 PWD, National Highway Division-I, Kohima, 

Nagaland.
15. Shri. Y.Yehevi
 Junior Engineer
 Office of the Executive Engineer, 
 National Highway, Tuensang Division.
16. Shri. Neidilhoulie
 Junior Engineer
 Office of the Executive Engineer, 
 PWD (Housing) Tuensang Division.
17. Smti. Vikali Zhimomi
 Junior Engineer
 Office of the Executive Engineer, 
 PWD (Housing) Dimapur Division.
18. Shri. Razoutuolie
 Junior Engineer
 Office of the Chief Engineer, 
 PWD (Housing), Kohima, Nagaland. 

W.P (C) NO. 57 (K)/18.
Shri Marnokden & 28 ors.                                    ………. PETITIONERS.

                                             -Vs-
State of Nagaland & 21 Ors.                             ……… RESPONDENTS.

K-1644

DISTRICT : KOHIMA. IN THE GAUHATI HIGH COURT
(THE HIGH COURT OF ASSAM, NAGALAND, MIZORAM AND ARUNACHAL PRADESH)

( KOHIMA BENCH )

KG-2487

RESOLUTION adopted during the State Level Conference of 
Village Development Boards (VDBs) & Village Councils  on 

24th April 2018 at Kohima.

In pursuant to the State Level  Conference of VDBs & Village Councils  deliberations 
held  on the 24th April 2018 , we hereby resolve the following action points  to improve 
upon the delivery mechanism of the flagship program of MGNREGS that:

( A) 
• All VDB Secretary are to be well educated and literate and conversant with IT and 

ITes.
• Government employees shall be removed from your Board as the literacy per-

centages of the State at 79.55% now ensures that all 1238 villages have atleast a 
non Government employee to function as VDB Secretary.

• Village functionaries should not hold Dual Charges in VCC & VDBs as this defeat 
the very principle of transparency & accountability.

• The VDBs should implement all schemes and projects with the express knowl-
edge of the Village Council but the Village Council should not handle the VDB 
fund.

• Fund should not be diverted for recovery or payment of community loans nor 
used for contrition/repair, maintenance of churches, temples, or mosques build-
ings.

• VDB handle enormous amount of fund, and the Department must frame rules 
and procedures for handing over charge of VDB Secretaries since the tenure is 
just 3 years. Considering the vast amount of record keeping required at Block 
and VDB level, a stringent methodology has to be evolved immediately to ensure 
transparency & accountability.

• We shall ensure accountability and transparency in all our development projects 
and complete them in a time bound manner.

• While approval of the shelf projects of the VDB, the consent and participation of 
women in the decision making shall be mandatory.

• The Department may set up a Grievance Redressal Forum of the VDBs in Naga-
land to be monitored at Government level.Use of IT & ITEs be explored to provide 
enabling environment linking the Government with Directorate/DRDAs/Blocks/
VDBs.

• The BDOs are the cutting edge and backbone of the MGNREGS. Re-dedicate your 
commitment to the service and quality of implementation with timely reporting, 
updation in the MIS, GeoMGNREGA, BHUVAN etc.

• There is excess employees in the RD Department under various Programs and 
in which MGNREGS is reported to be the biggest defaulter. We are aware of the 
problems regarding the “unproductive employees” and  support the plan to fil-
ter/screen them out through the proposed SUITABILITY TEST so as to utilise the 
savings from the dismissed employees to increase the honorariums of the fixed 
wages esp. data entry operators who perform the most crucial work/duty in MIS 
uploading and Geo-Tagging of projects. We will strive towards an environment 
of happiness & satisfaction index among our employees so they perform 
with commitment and dedication.

 (B) 
 We also resolve to fully participate in protecting our environment and wildlife and  

work to reduce carbon footprints at the local  rural level. We shall participate in  pro-
tecting our environment and wildlife ( replicate like the Amur Falcon success story). We 
also endorse the past commitments , resolutions  & uphold violation clauses imposed 
by the State Government with financial penalties to the VDBs.

Convenor
Resolution Adoption Committee &
Principal Secretary, RD

Article 371(A) of Indian constitution has given a special 
status to the State of Nagaland with the provision to 
exercise their rights to land and its resources, practice of 
its customary laws etc. This article provided to Nagas to 
protect and safeguard land and its resources including 
minerals, Oil and laws of the land etc. Thanks to the 
pioneers of the Indian Constitution Committee for this 
provision. The Indian Constitution Committee has done 
the right thing to Nagas by respecting the rights of 
Nagas. Based on this constitutional rights, Nagas has the 
full authority to exercise its power by framing their own 
rules over the land and its resources. So the central rules 
are not applicable to the State of Nagaland in respect of 
land and its resources etc. under the Article 371(A) of the 
Indian constitution. 

The Govt. of India from time to time amend their 
rules and direct the state Govt. to follow their rules but 
the State of Nagaland been different from other states by 
constitutional provision the central rules are not directly 
applicable to the state in respect of land and its resources 
including minerals, Oils etc. or laws of the land unless 
the Legislative Assembly of Nagaland by a resolution so 
decides and amend the framed rules. 

The constitutional provision for the State of 
Nagaland itself is very clear under Article 371 (A). So 
Naga intellectuals should not misinterpret or try to take 
away the rights of the Nagas by his/her own self interest 
programs or try to adopt the central rules by ignoring 
the hard earned rights of the Nagas in the constitution. 
We should understand that the constitution of India is 
supreme above all courts and laws of the country. Every 
Naga citizen should protect and safeguard the special 
provision granted to Nagas by the constitution of India 
and exercise the rights. This Article 371(A) is the identity 
of the Nagas. If this article is misused or misinterpreted, it 
will lead to lost of our Nagas rights and identity. 

Wanthang Rengma 
Padumpukhuri Village 

Dimapur

NAGALAND SAFEGUARDED BY ARTICLE 371(A) 
OF INDIAN CONSTITUTION 

D-5306

NOTIFICATION TO ALL THE FOLLOWING HEAD OF INSTITITIONS
NO. HED/SCHO-1/2016 Dated, Kohima, the 20th April 2018.

KG-2489

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF HIGHER EDUCATION

NAGALAND: KOHIMA.

Based on the receipt of online Scholarship application of Post Matric Scholarship for the year 2017-18 period, 
the Scheme implementing Department is hereby listing the names of the Institutions that are yet to submit 
ANNEXURE IV format which has to be mandatorily filled up by each and every institution in order to let their 
students avail the Post Matric Scholarship.   It is also to be informed that unless the respective Hr.Sc.Schools/
Colleges/Institutions/Universities furnishes the ANNEXURE IV to the Scheme Implementing Directorate, 
Scholarship payment to students studying in these institutions shall be withheld for which, the respective 
institutions shall be held responsible. It is to be reminded that the concerned Department  has given 
three press releases with regard to ANNEXURE IV on 10/8/17, 10/10/17.and 15/12/17.  This shall be 
the last press release and no complaints shall be entertained after 15th May 2018. The ANNEXURE IV 
format will be available  in www.nagaland.gov.in download column. For any queries, you may contact. No. 
0370-2271030 during office hour.

KOHIMA DISTRICT
1. Baptist Clg, Sechii
2. Bethel Hr.Sc.Schl.
3. Daity Buds Hr.Sc.schl.
4. GHSS, Bayavii
5. Govt.Polytechnic.
6. IGNOU Regional Centre
7. JNV,Kma
8. Khedi Baptist Hr.Sc.schl
9. Modern Clg (IGNOU) study centre
10. NCTE
11. Nagaland Rashtra Bhasha Prachar 

Samiti
12. National Institute of Electronics & IT
13. Rashtra Bhasha Prachar Samiti.
14. Schl of Social sc. N.U.
15. URA Clg.of Teacher  Edu.

DIMAPUR DISTRICT
1. Christian Institute of Health 

Research & Sc.
2. Clg.of Nursing CIHSR
3. Cornerstone Clg
4. Dimapur  Govt.  Clg
5. Dimapur  Govt.  Clg (IGNOU) study 

centre
6. Don Bosco Hr. Sc. Schl
7. Health Nursing Schl.
8. Hebron Hr.Sc. Schl.
9. JNV,DMPR
10. Kendra Vidyalaya Project Sewak
11. Kendra Vidyalaya Rangapahar 
12. Lima Aier Hr.Sc.Schl
13. MGM Clg
14. Mission Hr.Sc.Schl
15. Model Hr. Sc.Schl
16. Mt.Carmel Hr.Sc.Schl

17. Nagaland Tool Room & Train-
ing Center

18. Namghar Hr.Sc.Schl
19. NIT, Nagaland
20. Narth East Institute of Social 

Science & Research
21. Schl of Engineering. & 

technology
22. Patkai Hr. Sc.Schl
23. Rashtra Bhasha Hindi Shikha 

Kendra
24. Salesian Clg
25. Salt Christain Clg
26. Salt Christain clg of Teacher 

Edu.
27. St.Mary Montessori & Hr. 

Sc.Schl

MOKOKCHUNG DISTRICT
1. Bethesda Institute
2. Bethesda Institute (IGNOU)
3. Canaan Christain Schl
4. Christain Standard Hr.Sc.Schl
5. ICIT
6. People’s Clg(IGNOU)
7. People’s Clg
8. Jubille Memorial Clg
9. Jubille Memorial Schl.
10. Kendra Vidyalaya,Tuli
11. Model Hr.Sc.Schl
12. NIELIT
13. NI Jamir Hr.Sc.Schl
14. Town Hr.Sc.Schl.

15. Queen Mary Hr. Sc.Schl.
16. NAP Hr.Sc.Schl
17. National Institute of Open Schl.
16. Edith Douglas   Hr.Sc.Schl.

MON DISTRICT
1. Govt. Hr.Sc.Schl, Mon Town A
2. JNV, Wakching
3. IGNOU
4. IGNOU Govt.
5. Konjong Hr.Sc.Schl.
6. Model Schl
7. Newman Hr.Sc.Schl
8. St.John Sc.Schl

LONGLENG DISTRICT
1. Yingli Clg.
2. Yinli Govt. Clg (IGNOU) study 

center

PHEK DISTRICT
1. Chakhesang Mission Hr.Sc.

Schl,pfiitsero
2. Christain Home Schl,Phek
3. Govt.Hr.Sc.Schl,Meluri
4. GHSS,Pfiitsero
5. IGNOU,Phek
6. Sacred Heart Hr.Sc.

Schl,Chizami
7. TMT Hr.SC.Schl,Pfiitsero.

TUENSANG DISTRICT
1. GHSS,Lonkhim
2. IGNOU
3. Loyem Memorial Clg
4. Sao Chang Govt. Clg
5. ST.John Hr.Sc.Schl

WOKHA DISTRICT
1. IGNOU,Wokha
2. Mt. Tiyi Govt. Clg (IGNOU) study 

center

PEREN DISTRICT
1. All Saint Hr.Sc.Schl.
2. IGNOU Center

ZUNHEBOTO DISTRICT
1. Govt. Clg, ZHBT.
2. Kelhoshe polytechnic, Atoizu

Issued by DIPR

Sd/-
(KUHOLI CHISHI)

DIRECTOR
HIGHER EDUCATION

The Lotha Students’ Union (LSU) would like to thank each 
individual, organization and department for supporting 
the union through financially, physically, spiritually and 
logistic in the 19th edition of LSU Martyr’s trophy which 
was held from 14th – 20th April 2018.
We convey our special gratitude to
Y Sacheo Ovung Director Economics &     
Statistics - (Chief Guest)
Kesosul Christopher Ltu NSF President - (Special Guest)
DRDA Wokha - 2nd Prize Sponsored  
Edward Ngullie WDFA, President  - (Match patron)
Echungthung Odyuo - (Champion Trophy 
Sponsored) Wokha Dist. Village Chairman Association
VDB Association RD Block Wokha
Mhonbeni Vice Principal GHSS Wokha
Subenthung Kithan NSF, Tribunal General
Er. Mhondamo Ovung LH, General Secretary
K. Chandemo Patton
Jimmy Lotha
28 AR Wokha
SP Wokha (Security)
OC Wokha
Lijanthung Ezung
Renben Lotha
Zurench (Dot Art)
DFO Doyang
Nchumthung Yanthan
Sankitong Sporting Club
Match Officials & Referees
Lt. Thungkhomo Ezung and Lt. Chumdamo Tungoe families

We are unable to mention every individual and group for 
rendering Love and Support for which we also humbly apologize 
and pray that the good gracious Lord bless you all abundantly.

- Lotha Student’ Union -

~ ACKNOWLEDGMENT ~

DP-383 

It is hereby informed to all the bulk consumers, domestic consumers 
of the state not to sell any E-waste (Electrical & Electronic Waste) 
generated by them to any unauthorized waste pickers. All e-waste 
generated after end of life should be sold to only authorized 
E-waste collection centre, recycler, dismantler and refurbisher as 
per provision of E- Waste (Management) Rules, 2016. The collection 
centre, recycler, dismantler and refurbisher established should get 
an authorization from the Nagaland Pollution Control Board. This is 
issued for the interest of public and for compliance for the various 
provisions of E- Waste (Management) Rules, 2016. 
To download the Rules go to www.npcb.nagaland.gov.in   

PUBLIC NOTICE 
NPCB/e-waste/738-41    Dated: 18.04.2018

D-5318

NAGALAND POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD 
Signal Point, Dimapur - 797112, Nagaland 

Tel.: 03862-245727, TeleFax; 03862-245726
 www.npcb.nagaland.gov.in E-mail: npcb2@yahoo.com

(Rüsovil John) 
Member Secretary

Admission for session 2018 in Medical, 
Engineering, Pharmacy and many various 
course in a reputed and A grade and A+ 
College and University. Please contact 
future education consultancy. Phone 
No.7005824789, www.futureedu.co.in.

ADMISSION

D
-5

32
1

dence in New Delhi on 
April 24, has the later on 
the helicopter service 
in the state. With the in-
creasing demand of heli-
copter service, Paiwang 
stated that the present 
flying hours of 480 hour 
annually is not enough 
to cater the needs of the 
state. He has requested 
the union home minister 
to increase the helicopter 
service from 480 hours to 
1500 hours annually.

Meanwhile, the union 
minister has assured to 
look into the matter at the 
earliest possible time and 
consider the request of 
the state.

A press release issued 
by Kuolie Mere, PRO 
(IPR), Nagaland House, 
New Delhi, stated that 
Paiwang also called to 
the union minister for 
drinking water and sani-
tation Uma Bharati at 
her official residence, 
New Delhi.

aviation and land resourc-
es, P Paiwang Konyak has 
urged the union home 
minister Rajnath Singh to 
increase the flying hours 
of helicopter from 480 to 
1500 hours per annually.

Paiwang, who met 
Rajnath Singh at his resi-

Dimapur, April 24 (EMN): The Forum for Naga Rec-
onciliation (FNR) has announced to organise an open 
public interaction in Dimapur on April 25 at Elim Hall, 
DABA. A press release from the FNR on Tuesday in-
formed that the interaction will begin at 1 pm.

The press note stated that the event will be conduct-
ed on the theme “Reasoning together.” According to the 
note, the event will focus on three key issues: to iden-
tify, cultivate, nurture and strengthen shared values of 
belonging; to discuss and explore pragmatic steps of 
forgiveness, healing, and reconciliation; and to invite 
constructive criticism and develop suggestions to em-
power the Naga reconciliation process. 

The release also informed that the format of the 
public interaction will be participatory and through a 
process of dialogue.

The updates further informed that the event will be 
followed by another round of interaction in Kohima on 
April 28 and in Delhi in the first week of May. 

The FNR has invited all the individuals and organi-
sations to be a part of the event.

Dimapur, April 24 (EMN): 
Police personnel from 
west and east police sta-
tions in Dimapur have 
confiscated 297 cases of 
MC Rum and 142 bottles 
of different brands during 
an operation at Midland, 
Forest colony, adjacent to 
Citykart Mall on April 23.

Three persons identi-
fied as Minaj Ali, Kuldip 
Singh, and Randhir Ku-
mar were arrested. 

Dimapur, April 24 (EMN): 
Nagaland State Disaster 
Management Authority 
has announced to con-
duct a state-wide mock 
drill on April 26. NSDMA 
statement said that the 
table top exercise for Na-
galand Emergency Pre-
paredness Exercise would 
be conducted on April 25 
at 11 am at the Adminis-
trative Training Institute 
(ATI) in Kohima. 
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Opening Up

O
n Monday April 23, 2018 one rare news 
about Northeast India to hit the bulletins 
was the removal of the Armed Forces Spe-
cial Powers Act (AFSPA) from Meghalaya 

and some parts of Arunachal Pradesh.  The decrease 
in the number of militancy related incidences and 
deaths in the last few years in Meghalaya and parts 
of Arunachal Pradesh had prompted the Central 
government to lift the AFSPA in these two states. 
Home Ministry indicated that across the Northeast, 
2017 was the year with the lowest number of deaths 
of security forces with just 12 than compared to 289 
in 1997, a 97% decrease in the last two decades. Also 
the civilian casualties dropped by 96% in the last 18 
years with 85% decrease in insurgency incidents dur-
ing the same period. 

Along with the news of the removal of the AFSPA 
from some of the states there was big news on the re-
laxation of the Protected Area Permit (PAP) from Na-
galand, Mizoram and Manipur. The PAP is required 
by foreigners travelling in those areas falling between 
the Inner Line and the international border of those 
states as stipulated under the Foreigners (Protected 
Areas) Order, 1958. The PAP covers most of the North-
east. Earlier in 2011 the PAP was relaxed for a year in 
Nagaland. Some parts of the Northeast also fall un-
der the Restricted Area regime. Nagaland was one 
of the first states to request the Centre to relax the 
RAP/PAP regime from the Northeast. It was the then 
Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio in 2006 who appealed to 
the Centre to either relax or completely remove it. He 
stated that it was a ‘product of the Cold War era’ and 
‘do not appear to serve any useful purpose’.

The protection of minority tribes and people in 
the Northeast is an important aspect. The extension 
of the Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation, 1873 is one 
such example that brought about the Inner Line Per-
mit. However, many of these laws had shunted out 
the Northeast from the eyes of the world for many 
decades and also alienated the people from the re-
gion. The present move is a test both for the govern-
ment and the respective states in the region. Along 
with the aspirations of the people to protect their 
identity it is also time to move forward and be part of 
the global community.  

The decision of the Centre cannot be just ignored 
as routine but indeed can be termed as bold. The 
facts and figures presented are but requirements only 
to support the government’s move. The intention of 
the Central government is conspicuous enough. The 
government wants to open up the Northeast in its 
constant endeavour to achieve the goals of the Act 
East Policy. Onus lies on the states and the people of 
the region to show if they are finally ready. 

Saranya Subramanian | scroll.in

When we forget who we are, 
our Father cares.

Emergency Services in Carlsbad, California, came 
to the rescue of a woman with an Australian ac-
cent who couldn’t recall who she was. Because she 

was suffering from amnesia and had no ID with her, she 
was unable to provide her name or where she had come 
from. It took the help of doctors and international media 
to restore her health, tell her story, and reunite her with 
her family.

Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, also lost sight of 
who he was and where he had come from. His “amne-
sia,” though, was spiritual. In taking credit for the king-
dom he’d been given, he forgot that God is the King of 
Kings, and everything he had was from Him (Daniel 
4:17, 28–30).

God dramatized the king’s state of mind by driving 
him into the fields to live with wild animals and graze like 
a cow (vv. 32–33). Finally, after seven years Nebuchadn-
ezzar looked up to the skies, and his memory of who he 
was and who had given him his kingdom returned. With 
his senses restored, he declared, “I, Nebuchadnezzar, 
praise and exalt and glorify the King of heaven” (v. 37).

What about us? Who do we think we are? Where did 
we come from? Since we are inclined to forget, who can 
we count on to help us remember but the King of Kings?

Father, we are so inclined to forget who we are, 
where we’ve come from, and that we belong to You. 

Help us to remember that in Christ we are Your 
children—known, loved, gifted, and cared for—now 

and forever.

DAILY
PATH

Amnesia

BIBLE READ:  DANIEL 4:28–37
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

My understanding returned to me;  
and I blessed the Most High.    

~  Daniel 4:34 nkjv

A
bout 90 per cent of child rape cases were 
pending trial in India in 2016, no more 
than 28 per cent of such cases ended in 
conviction, and there is a 20-year backlog 

in bringing cases to trial, the latest available na-
tional crime data show.

These data indicate the government move to 
prioritise a change to legislation that allows courts 
to grant the death penalty to rapists of children 
younger than 12 will not bring quicker or better 
justice because there is no plan to address convic-
tion failures and court delays.

The new ordinance also adds a minimum pun-
ishment of 20 years to anyone who rapes a woman 
below 16.

Of 39,068 rape victims -- including women 
and girls -- in 2016, 43 per cent (16,863) of the 
girls raped were minor, below the age of 18, 
while, five per cent (2,116) were less than 
12 years old, according to National Crime 
Records Bureau (NCRB) data.

The Union cabinet on April 21 ap-
proved an ordinance to the Indian Penal 
Code (IPC), Indian Evidence Act, Code 
of Criminal Procedure and the Protec-
tion of Children from Sexual Offences 
Act (POCSO), allowing for harsher pun-
ishments to those committing sexual 
crimes against women and children.

The amendments, known as the 
Criminal Law Ordinance 2018, come 
during a period of national uproar. 
April 2018 was a month where the high-
profile rape cases of an eight-year-old in 
Jammu and Kashmir’s Kathua district, and 
the alleged rape of a minor in Unnao, Uttar 
Pradesh, allegedly by a Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) legislator, dominated the national media 
and fuelled much politicised debate along religious 
and ethnic lines.

There were 19,765 reported child rapes in In-
dia in 2016, or 54 every day, under section 376 of 
the IPC and section 4 and 6 of the POCSO Act -- an 
increase of almost six per cent compared to 2014 
when 18,661 cases were reported.

It may be noted that child rape cases in 2016 
were recorded under section 376 of the IPC and 
section 4 and 6 of the POCSO Act. In 2014 and 2015, 
these cases were recorded separately under IPC 
crimes and POCSO Act. Cases reported in 2012 and 
2013 were only under section 376 of the IPC.

Madhya Pradesh reported the most 13 per cent 
(2,467) child rapes nationwide in 2016, followed by 
Maharashtra (12 per cent, 2,292 cases) and Uttar 
Pradesh (11 per cent, 2,115 cases).

Sikkim reported the highest rate of rape, 32.5 
rapes per 100,000 children, followed by Mizoram 
(26.7) and Delhi (14.5), as against the national av-
erage of 4.4 child rapes.

About 18-20 per cent of child rapes occur in the 
family and 50 per cent in 
an in- stitution-

alised 

setting, according to a 2013 paper published in the 
journal Psychological Studies.

Offenders were known to the victims -- includ-
ing both women and girl child -- in 94 per cent of 
the rape cases reported in 2016, NCRB data show. 
Most of them (29 per cent) were neighbours, fol-
lowed by “known persons on promise to marry the 
victim” (27 per cent) and relatives (six per cent); 30 

per cent were other known people.
The introduction of a death penalty for those 

accused of raping a child under 12 years could have 
a negative effect on reporting, as families fear os-
tracisation and legal consequence for family mem-
bers.

“The introduction of the death penalty is not a 
great move. In the family these cases will not be re-
ported, so many of these things happen by known 
people, the community will protect them,” Flavia 
Agnes, a women’s rights lawyer and co-founder of 
MAJLIS, a Mumbai-based organisation that pro-
vides legal initiatives for women, told IndiaSpend.

“Reporting rates were definitely increasing, but 
now I believe more people will not report (rapes) 
for fear of the consequences,” she said.

Up to 90 per cent of rape cases reported were 
pending trial at the end of 2016. The conviction 

rate for child rape was 28 per cent -- inclusive 
of cases reported under section 376 of IPC 
and section 4 and 6 of POCSO Act -- in 2016, 
compared to 34 per cent in the previous year 
under section 376 of IPC, and 41 per cent 
and 32 per cent under section 4 and 6 of the 
POCSO act in 2015, respectively.

“Expedited trials are just not happening 
in India, it will take 20-30 years to improve 
the system,” said Agnes. “Just one or two 
special courts is not enough; this is why so 
many cases are pending. Plus trials take too 

long.”
Six fast-track courts were set up in Delhi 

in 2013 after the gang rape of 23-year-old par-
amedic student “Nirbhaya”, to address the high 

rate of unfinished investigations and encourage 
swifter convictions. However, in 2012, regular 

courts resolved 500 cases compared to 400 in fast 
track courts, which failed to serve their inherent 
purpose.

The last person to receive capital punishment 
in India for reasons other than terrorism was 
Dhananjoy Chatterjee who raped and murdered 
14-year-old schoolgirl. Chatterjee was hanged in 
August 2004. 

Source: IANS/Indiaspend
(In arrangement with IndiaSpend.org, a data-

driven, non-profit, public interest journalism 
platform. The views expressed are those of 

IndiaSpend. Feedback at 
respond@indiaspend.org)

B
y now everyone knows that Fa-
cebook has ensured your per-
sonal data is in the hands of 
other companies. New reports 

say Peter Thiel’s company Palantir has 
enormous amounts of information on 
US citizens.

We live in the millennial generation 
of social media and casual hookups, 
and the invasion of privacy is the new 
sexy. Often masquerading as security 
measures, demographic study, or for 
market research, well-programmed 
algorithms are sucking out informa-
tion about our lives through not just 
social media but also devices such as 
our phones.

But what do marketing compa-
nies and influence-peddling services 
actually do with all this data? That’s 
where the discipline of psychograph-
ics comes in. It is the qualitative study 
of the psychological activities, inter-
ests and opinions (AIOs) of individu-
als who become consumers for every-
thing ranging from clothes and shoes 
to lifestyle medication and politicians 
standing for elections.

No wonder it is now a powerful tool 
in the field of marketing, social and 
opinion research, demographics, and 
most recently, in winning elections. 
Psychographics involves the study 
of individuals and communities or 
groups and creates a “psychographic 
profile”, which reduces people to the 
categories of AIOs, attitudes, values 
and behaviour – after which commu-
nication most likely to appeal to each 
such profile can be designed and de-
livered.

Of course, psychography is not 
a new field, and has been used as an 
important marketing technique for 
decades. But it is only recently that the 
expansive and intrusive use of tech-
nology has joined forces with it and 
made it a ubiquitous presence. And 
the field became infamous when Cam-
bridge Analytica accessed the personal 
data of between 50 million and 87 mil-
lion Facebook users in order to, among 
other things, market Donald Trump’s 
presidential campaign.

Psychographics is as fascinating as 
it is unsettling. Can those who have 
your personal data use psychographic 
profiling to undermine your free dem-
ocratic choice? Here is a list of books to 
help learn more on the subject.

Beyond Mind Games: 
The Marketing Power of 
Psychographics, Rebecca Piirto 
(1991)
The first book of its kind, Beyond Mind 
Games by Rebecca Piirto explains the 
evolution of psychographics, and how 
the regular consumer can use it in her 
daily life. It elaborates further on the 
methods used, explaining how they go 
beyond simple statistics and use quali-
tative techniques to gather informa-
tion on consumers’ mentality. It is also 
splattered with anecdotes about how 
marketers, advertisers, retailers and 
manufacturers use this form of data to 
amplify their work.

Values, Lifestyles and 
Psychographics, Lynn R Kahle and 
Larry Chiagouris (2016)
Kahle and Chiagouris, both active 
scholars, curate a set of papers that 
were presented at the annual Advertis-
ing and Consumer Psychology Confer-
ence on psychographics and its use in 
advertising. The diverse, international 
mix of authors who contribute to this 
collection is what sets the book apart. 
Right from providing advertising re-
search and improving methodology, 
to explaining how psychographic re-
search is used to understand different 
people across different national bor-
ders and timeframes, this book helps 
marketers and advertisers to under-
stand the consumer better. It displays 
the practical manifestation of psycho-

graphic research.

Life Style and Psychographics, 
William D Wells (2011)
A professor of advertising at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota, Wells was previ-
ously a professor of psychology and 
marketing at the University of Chicago. 
His book helps readers grasp how psy-
chographics functions as part of our 
daily lifestyle. Not only does it provide 
information on the conceptual, meas-
urement, and analytical problems in 
lifestyle research, but it also sheds light 
on the developments of psychograph-
ics. A must-read for market research-
ers, strategists, as well as students of 
business, economics and psychology.

Psychographic Segmentation of 
Investors: A Case Study, Dhoot 
Priyanka and Bhola Sarang (2013)
The authors have compiled their re-
search on the psychographic study and 
profiling of investors into this book in 
the form of a case study. Demographic 
and psychographic variables are em-
ployed to collect statistical data and 
organise psychographic profiles. This 
is done in order to go deeper into the 
psychological fabric that makes up 
investors and their larger investment 
patterns. While the book is highly use-
ful for those who work with investors, 
want to understand their behaviours, 
and predict their outcomes, it is also a 
study in how such data is used to guide 
consumers towards desired goals.

Effect of Psychographic Factors 
on Consumer’s Attitude: Toward 
Cause Related Marketing, Chandan 
Thakur (2017)
In this insightful read, Thakur leads 
us through the relationship between 
psychographic factors and the con-
sumer’s relationship toward cause-
related-marketing (CRM) – which ap-
pears in another avatar as marketing 
of political parties for elections. By 
studying various consumer hypoth-
eses such as social responsibility, self-
confidence, religiosity, and public 
self-consciousness, Thakur shows us 
how psychographics is used in creat-
ing these categories. He also explains 
how psychographics studies the man-
ner in which consumer behaviour can 
be guided towards positive responses.

Putin’s Psychological Profile: The 
Psychographic Study of Personality, 
Vladimir Zakharov (2018)
After his re-election into his fourth 
Presidential term, Vladimir Putin has 
become a fascination among scholars 
and the layperson. It’s no surprise that 
there have been attempts to analyse 
and profile Putin’s psyche and person-
ality, and Zakharov explicates how psy-
chographics is a valuable tool to under-
stand political leaders. This book is a 
must-read for all those interested in the 
personality and psychological makeup 
of a powerful figure, offering answers 
through the qualitative study of his be-
haviour, attitudes and opinions.

Why Death Penalty For Child Rape 
Doesn’t Mean Swifter, Better Justice

They Have Your Psychographic Profile From Social 
Media. How Will They Use It? These Books Explain
A reading list for those who are wondering whether their democratic 
choices are being undermined by data mining from social profiles.
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Arun Kumar Das | IANS

Maria Kasmirli | The Conversation

Amit Kapoor  | IANS

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Change is in the 
air, Aries. Whether it’s a dramatic change of 
faith or a major shift in your life’s goals, pre-
pare yourself for a profound transformation. 

It’s likely due to the fact that you now have more free-
dom to do what you want, when you want. Perhaps a 
financial windfall has made this possible. Take care to 
choose your new path wisely. It doesn’t offer you the 
choice of returning to your old lifestyle.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): It’s time to re-
fill the well of your soul, Taurus. You spend 
so much of your life in service to others that 
it’s only natural that you feel drained some-

times. Rather than try to push past this feeling and go on 
as though nothing is the matter, consider it a sign that 
something is amiss. Admit if you’re feeling unappreciated. 
You’ve spent too much time putting the happiness of oth-
ers before your own. It’s time to change your priorities.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You would make 
an excellent judge, Gemini. You’re able to 
consider all aspects of a situation. This is a bit 
of a blessing and a curse, because it can make 

it difficult to come to a decision. Today you could face 
the challenge of reconsidering past decisions. Once-
binding contracts need to be reviewed and new ones 
created. Prior commitments need reevaluation. This is 
tiring but necessary if you’re to move forward.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Just because 
one person is no longer a part of your life 
doesn’t mean that all people are unreliable. 
People change, as do situations. It’s possi-

ble that this person was no longer a healthy influence 
on you, in which case the departure is for the best. 
You’re going to have to become more adaptable, Can-
cer, because there are more changes on the horizon, 
especially where your career is concerned.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): It can be hard to 
release old habits and beliefs even as new, 
better ways of thinking struggle to gain a 
foothold. It’s time for you to do this, Leo. 

You might find it difficult to confide your feelings to 
another, but a frank conversation with close friends 
will do much to ease your mind. There’s no question 
that you’re changing. Your friends will show you that 
this transformation is positive.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You always sus-
pected that your job was making you crazy, 
but it never occurred to you that it could 
make you sick, too. Is it really worth it, Vir-

go? You may be asking yourself this question today. 
Fortunately, your talents apply to several profes-
sions. Why not take a closer look at other fields? One 
way or another, it’s clear that change is coming. You 
might as well be the one who directs it.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Just how long has 
it been since you indulged in a big helping of 
your favorite guilty pleasure, Libra? It’s time 
to let the youngster in you come out and 

play today. Eat that chocolate, read those mindless 
magazines, or skip down the sidewalk. You’ve been 
taking life much too seriously lately. Even grownups 
are entitled to indulge in the pleasures of youth from 
time to time.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):  If you feel 
like you’re trying to push a square peg into 
a round hole, you’re probably right, Scorpio. 
Whether you’re having personal or profes-

sional difficulties, there are times when it just doesn’t 
pay to try so hard. In fact, it’s often a sign that there is 
something fundamentally wrong with the relationship. 
Try to take more of a philosophical attitude, Scorpio. If 
it’s meant to work, it will.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Things 
aren’t always as they first appear. People you 
thought you knew well and circumstances 
that you thought you understood thorough-

ly now seem anything but straightforward. Has the 
world really changed that much or has your percep-
tion altered somehow? It’s time to direct this “altered” 
vision inward. You’re ready for a change, Sagittarius. 
Perhaps it’s time to dust off that resume.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Difficult 
as it may be for you to face all those proj-
ects you’ve left undone, Capricorn, know 
that you’ll be free to move on once they’re 

complete. People from your past figure prominently 
now. Perhaps they come forward to repay an old debt 
or possibly claim repayment from you. Don’t abandon 
your dreams. Once you’ve cleared a path for them, 
they’re more likely to come true.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You could 
have a “eureka!” moment today, Aquarius, as 
events from your past unexpectedly bubble 
to the surface of your mind and crystallize in 

a surprising new way. Suddenly, you have a clear un-
derstanding of how these past events affect your pres-
ent behavior. You can use this new knowledge to bring 
about change. There is clearly a situation at work or at 
home that is in need of transformation.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Sometimes it’s 
easier to tend to life’s mundane details rather 
than lift your eyes and see the big picture, Pi-
sces. For example, it’s likely that you’ve grown 

complacent at work. Could it be that you aren’t at the 
right job or in the right career after all? Busying yourself 
with trivia isn’t the way to avoid answering the ques-
tion. It’s imperative that you face it head on and make 
the necessary changes.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

A
ny undergraduate student 
of economics would vouch 
for the fact that an economy 
in a recession requires a fis-

cal stimulus package (or more gov-
ernment spending and lower taxes). 
Such a stimulus can only be man-
aged if the economy constrains its 
fiscal spending in times of growth. 
Restraint on spending in good times 
would allow the creation of a buffer 
for a strong fiscal policy response 
in the event of a downturn. This 
Keynesian prescription of counter-
cyclical fiscal policy is expected to 
stabilise output of an economy over 
business cycle dynamics.

The world economy today, how-
ever, is on a problematic course. 
The International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) pointed out last week that 
the global debt levels have reached 
historical highs. In 2016, the global 
debt stood at $164 trillion, which 
was equivalent to 225 percent of 
global GDP. The current levels of 
global debt-to-GDP ratio are a 
whole 12 percentage points higher 
than the previous peak of 2009 
when the governments were on a 
deficit spending spree in the after-

math of the global financial crisis. 
Also, it turns out that countries 

in all income groups have accumu-
lated massive amounts of debt. In 
advanced countries, the debt-to-
GDP ratios have hit levels not seen 
since World War II, while the emerg-
ing markets and middle-income 
countries are at levels last seen dur-
ing the 1980s debt crisis. The cur-
rent debt situation has been a result 
of the prolonged after-effects of the 
2008 financial crisis, which have 
only recently worn off.

Excess liquidity is generated in a 
system when the economic growth 
rate is lower than the amount of 
money circulating in the economy. 
When banks have more money in 
their reserves than required, they 
resort to lending at lower interest 
rates. These low interest rates en-
courage higher borrowing by gov-
ernments, individuals and corpo-
rates. Over the last few years, since 
the world was in a low-growth phase 
and interest rates were at rock bot-
tom, debt was continually rising.

Meanwhile, the US economy, 
which had to resort to a similar 
low-interest phase, is continuing 
to strain its fiscal situation. Despite 
having massive spending obliga-
tions in the form of entitlement 

programmes, the Trump admin-
istration opted for generous tax 
cuts with no commensurate rev-
enue generating plan. The expan-
sionary fiscal policy has come at 
a time when the US economy is at 
its strongest in a decade. The fiscal 
deficit is expected to reach $1 tril-
lion soon.

China is in a more precarious 
situation. The country has moved 
from being a low-leverage country 

in 2007 to having a debt position 
that is currently worse than the US. 
In a bid to sustain its growth story, 
the Chinese government author-
ised a decade-long debt explosion. 
Even though most of its debt has 
been accumulated by the corporate 
sector, a large part of it has been in-
curred by state-owned enterprises 
backed by central and local govern-
ments. So, the state has played an 
enabling role in inculcating the be-

haviour of unrestrained borrowing.
Now that the world economy 

is finally on a cyclical upswing, the 
escalating debt addiction needs to 
come to an end and fiscal buffers 
should be strengthened to reduce 
the risk of financial difficulties in 
case global financial conditions 
tighten suddenly.

The necessity of winding down 
debt levels right away has been 
shown in a paper published last 
year by David Romer and Christina 
Romer. After analysing 24 econo-
mies, the two economists convinc-
ingly showed that if a country has 
both fiscal and monetary space in 
time of a crisis, the economy’s out-
put contracted by less than 1 per-
cent. However, if that was not the 
case, the output declines by about 
10 percent. Therefore, it is absolute-
ly vital that the world economies 
begin to work towards enhancing 
their resilience. 

Against this backdrop, the focus 
of the Indian government on the 
practice of fiscal restraint seems to 
be on the right track. The N.K. Singh 
Committee had recommended a 
combined debt-to-GDP ratio of 60 
percent by 2022-23 and the IMF 
estimates that India will definitely 
miss the target but would be close 

enough. The only cause of concern 
is the deteriorating condition of 
state finances.

The Fourteenth Finance Com-
mission had recommended an-
choring the fiscal deficit of the 
states to 3 percent of the GSDP be-
tween 2015-16 and 2019-20. How-
ever, the states have not been able 
to achieve the target till date. The 
breaching of targets is not worrying 
if borrowing is undertaken to fund 
productive activities like improving 
infrastructure. But, Indian states are 
neck deep in debt only due to pan-
dering to populist sentiments.

If the government efforts to syn-
chronise general and state elections 
materialise, the fiscal deficit will take 
an even further hit. It would be in the 
best interest of the economy if such 
short-term political temptations are 
avoided. India should aim at build-
ing up its fiscal resilience while the 
economic situation is strong.

(Amit Kapoor is chair, Institute 
for Competitiveness. He can 

be contacted at amit.kapoor@
competitiveness.in and tweets 

@kautiliya. Chirag Yadav, 
senior researcher, Institute for 

Competitiveness, has contributed 
to the article)

T
hat some 2.37 crore people 
have applied as the Indian 
Railways kicked off the 
process of filling up over 

88,000 posts is clearly indicative of 
the “jobless growth” the country is 
experiencing.

But the exercise has a positive 
side - by taking the recruitment 
process online, the Railways is es-
timated to have saved 7.5 crore pa-
per sheets, or the equivalent of “10 
lakh trees”, according to a senior 
Railway Ministry official.

The state-run transporter has 
replaced bulky, multi-lingual ques-
tion booklets with online tests for 
its recruitment process for various 
positions -- ranging from assistant 
loco pilot to technician, trackman, 
gateman and pointsman.

“There are 62,000 posts involv-
ing track inspection crews and 
others related to improving safety, 
while more than 26,000 posts re-
late to engine drivers and techni-
cians; for these, more than two 
crore people have applied,” said 
the senior official, who is involved 
with the recruitment process.

The examination will be conducted 
online at about 300 centres and the Rail-
ways is currently working out details.

“One applicant generally requires 
three-four paper sheets of A4 size to write 
the examination. So with the whole exer-
cise going online, the Railways has saved 
a significant quantity of paper sheets,” the 
official said. 

Describing the exercise as a “largest 
online recruitment drive in the world”, the 
official said “it is not only providing thou-
sands of jobs, the whole process has also 
resulted in saving about 7.5 lakh paper 
sheets and 10 lakh trees approximately”.

The fee has been kept at Rs 500 and Rs 
250 to keep out non-serious applicants 
who apply but fail to appear for the test. 
For general candidates, the examination 
fee is Rs 500, of which Rs 400 will be re-
turned to the candidate after he or she ap-
pears in the examination.

The fee is Rs 250 for SC/ST, women, 
those who are physically challenged, 
applicants from economically weaker 

sections, ex-servicemen -- and the full 
amount will be returned to the candidates 
after appearing in the examination. 

“We are expecting maximum number 
of applicants to appear and only about 
5-10 per cent absent at various centres this 
time,” the official said.

Railway, which currently employs 1.3 
million people, has made special arrange-
ments to ensure that the website does not 
crash during the examination. The site 
was earlier able to handle the traffic of the 
online application process.

Earlier, recruitment examinations 
used to be conducted manually, but the 
Railways had to abandon the system and 
opt for online mode after a few alleged in-
cidents of question paper leaks.

The online test has resulted in sub-
stantial saving of time and resources while 
at the same time bringing transparency in 
the recruitment process, the official said.

(Arun Kumar Das is a senior Delhi-based 
freelance journalist. He can be contacted 

at  akdas2005@gmail.com)

I
magine you have been asked to review the reference letters 
provided by the candidates for a lectureship in philosophy. One 
reads: ‘My former student, Dr Jack Smith, is polite, punctual 
and friendly. Yours faithfully, Professor Jill Jones.’ You would, I 

assume, interpret that Jones is implying that Smith is a bad philoso-
pher and unsuitable for the job. But how did she convey this? By 
what she left out. Jones does not say (literally) that Smith is a poor 
philosopher. Nor does it follow logically from what she says. It could 
be true that Smith is polite, punctual, friendly and an excellent phi-
losopher. Yet somehow Jones gets the opposite message across.

When we convey a message indirectly like this, linguists say that 
we implicate the meaning, and they refer to the meaning implicat-
ed as an implicature. These terms were coined by the British philos-
opher Paul Grice (1913-88), who proposed an influential account 
of implicature in his classic paper ‘Logic and Conversation’ (1975), 
reprinted in his book Studies in the Way of Words (1989). Grice dis-
tinguished several forms of implicature, the most important being 
conversational implicature. A conversational implicature, Grice 
held, depends, not on the meaning of the words employed (their 
semantics), but on the way that the words are used and interpreted 
(their pragmatics).

Grice argued that conversational implicatures arise because 
speakers are expected to be cooperative – to make contributions 
appropriate to the purpose of the conversation in which they are 
engaged. More specifically, they are expected to follow four con-
versational maxims, which can be summarised as: (1) give an ap-
propriate amount of information (the maxim of quantity); (2) give 
correct information (the maxim of quality); (3) give relevant infor-
mation (the maxim of relation); and (4) give information clearly 
(the maxim of manner). According to Grice, a conversational impli-
cature is generated when an utterance flouts one or more of these 
maxims, or would do so if the implicature weren’t present. In such 
cases, we can preserve the assumption that the speaker is being co-
operative only by interpreting their utterance as conveying some-
thing other than, or additional to, its literal meaning, and this is its 
implicated meaning.

Jones’s letter is an example. Since she bothered to write it, we 
assume that Jones is trying to make a cooperative contribution. 
But the information she gives is obviously insufficient, flouting 
the maxim of quantity. Hence, we infer that she is trying to convey 
something else, which she doesn’t wish to say directly, and the obvi-
ous conclusion is that what she’s trying to convey is that Smith is 
unsuitable for the job. (The example is adapted from one of Grice’s 
own.) For other examples, think of saying: ‘That’s a nice way to be-
have’ (flouting quality) to convey that someone behaved badly; 
pointedly changing the subject (flouting relation) to convey that a 
remark was tasteless; or describing something in an unusual way 
(violating manner) to convey that it is unusual in some way (eg, 
calling a broken-down horse a ‘steed’).

In the examples just given, the speaker actually flouts a maxim, 
but sometimes an implicature arises in order to prevent a flouting. 
Suppose you need petrol and someone tells you: ‘There’s a garage 
around the corner’ (another of Grice’s examples). If the speaker did 
not believe that the garage was open, then their reply would violate 
the maxim of relation, so to preserve the assumption that they are 
being cooperative we must assume that they do believe it is open. 
Their utterance therefore carries this implicated meaning in addi-
tion to its literal one, even though it was not stated and doesn’t fol-
low as a matter of logic from what was stated.

In Grice’s view, the link between utterances and any conversa-
tional implicatures they carry is a rational one, and conversation-
ally implicated meanings can be inferred, or calculated, from the 
assumption that the speaker is following the maxims, together with 
the literal meaning of their words, details of the context, and back-
ground knowledge. Grice does not claim that listeners necessarily 
go through this process of inference whenever they spot an impli-
cature – they might grasp the implicated message intuitively – but 
he insists that conversational implicatures can in principle always 
be calculated from the maxims.

Grice highlights several distinctive features of conversational 
implicatures, including being cancellable, nondetachable and 
indeterminate. Conversational implicatures can be cancelled by 
adding a further statement that makes it clear that the speaker had 
temporarily ‘opted out’ of following the maxims, and that the impli-
cature is not to be inferred. For example, Jones could have added: 
‘But that doesn’t mean he’s a bad philosopher; far from it.’

Conversational implicatures are nondetachable in that they are 
(with some exceptions) derived from the content of what the speak-
er says, not from the manner in which they said it, and would still 
have arisen if the speaker had chosen different words to express it. 
Finally, conversational implicatures can be indeterminate because 
there might be an open-ended number of different interpretations 
that would each preserve the assumption that the speaker is be-
ing cooperative. For example, in saying: ‘Juliet is the sun,’ Romeo 
could be interpreted as implicating that Juliet is beautiful, radiant, 
life-giving and so on, and all of these interpretations contribute to 
the implicated meaning. Metaphors and other creative uses of lan-
guage are typically designed precisely to generate such rich inde-
terminate implicatures.

The distinction between what is said and what is conversation-
ally implicated isn’t just a technical philosophical one. It highlights 
the extent to which human communication is pragmatic and non-
literal. We routinely rely on conversational implicature to supple-
ment and enrich our utterances, thus saving time and providing a 
discreet way of conveying sensitive information. But this conven-
ience also creates ethical and legal problems. Are we responsible for 
what we implicate as well as for what we actually say?

Consider a real-life example. During a bankruptcy hearing in 
1966, the American movie producer Samuel Bronston was asked 
if he had ever had a bank account in Switzerland. He replied: ‘The 
company had an account there for about six months, in Zurich,’ 
which implicated that he himself hadn’t had one. (If he had, he 
should have said so, so we infer that he hadn’t.) And this implicated 
message, it turned out, wasn’t true. Did Bronston commit perjury? 
He didn’t actually say anything false. (In the event, he was convicted 
of perjury, but the conviction was later overturned by the US Su-
preme Court.)

Similar issues arise with consent. ‘Shall we go upstairs?’ often 
implicates an invitation to sex. Has the speaker thereby consented 
to sex? What if they didn’t notice that their words carried the im-
plicature? (And what if Bronston denied noticing the implicature 
that his reply carried?) To avoid disputes and confusion, perhaps 
we should use implicature less and communicate more explicitly? 
But is that recommendation feasible, given the extent to which hu-
man communication relies on pragmatics?

Not all philosophers and linguists accept Grice’s explanation of 
how conversational implicature works, but everyone agrees that he 
highlighted a real phenomenon that is pervasive in human com-
munication. Grice provided us with an important thinking tool 
and, with it in your mental toolbox, you will find conversational im-
plicatures, and the issues they raise, everywhere.

The Worrying Problem of Global Debt 

With World’s Largest Online Recruitment 
Drive, Railways Set to ‘Save 10 Lakh Trees’

What We Say Vs What We Mean: What is Conversational Implicature?
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‘Decision to reject CJI impeachment 
notice came after due diligence’ 

Cong hands stained with Muslims’ 
blood — Salman Khurshid

Over 5,000 Guj farmers battling 
land acquisition seek ‘death’ 

Four JeM terrorists killed in 
Pulwama; two security force 
personnel also lose life

Asaram verdict: MHA asks states to tighten security

Sushma Swaraj lambasts Pakistan at SCO meet 
37 Maoists, including 19 women, 
killed in Maharashtra operations 

PTI

Venkaiah Naidu (File Photo)

PTI

Former Union minister Salman Khurshid addresses a function 
in Aligarh Muslim University on Sunday. Khurshid has said 
there are Muslims’ blood stains on the Congress hands. 

PTI

Security force deployed outside Jodhpur Central Jail ahead of the court’s verdict on Asaram’s sexual 
assault case, on Tuesday.

PTI

Foreign ministers and officials of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) prepare for a group photo 
before a meeting at the Diaoyutai State Guest House in Beijing, China, Tuesday, April 24, 2018.

New Delhi, April 24 (PTI): 
Facing criticism over his 
decision to reject an im-
peachment bid against 
Chief Justice of India Dipak 
Misra, Rajya Sabha Chair-
man M Venkaiah Naidu to-
day told a group of lawyers 
that his call was “timely 
and not a hasty one” and 
came after over a month of 
due diligence.

Freedom of expression 
allows that but ultimately 
truth prevails. I have done 
the just thing in the best 
possible manner expected 
of me, a source quoted 
Naidu as saying on his de-
cision having been termed 
by some as “hasty”.

Naidu said his decision 
was in strict conformity 
with the provisions of the 
Constitution and the Judg-
es (Inquiry) Act of 1968.

“I have done my job 
and am satisfied with it... It 
(decision) was timely and 
not a hasty one, Naidu told 
the group of 10 Supreme 
Court lawyers who met 
him to compliment him 
over the decision.

Naidu, however, told 
the lawyers that his deci-
sion did not warrant any 
compliment as he only 
did what was expected of 
him and in the manner the 
Chairman of Rajya Sabha 
was expected to conduct 

in such matters. 
Naidu yesterday re-

jected a notice by seven 
opposition parties, led by 
the Congress, to impeach 
the Chief Justice of India on 
five grounds of “misbehav-
iour”, saying the allegations 
were neither “tenable nor 
admissible”.

His order, which came 
within two days of the no-
tice being sumitted to him, 
was slammed as “hasty, 
illegal and illinformed” by 
the Congress.

During their meeting 
with Naidu, lawyers also 

mentioned that in the past 
a similar notice against 
Supreme Court Judge J C 
Shah was rejected by the 
then Lok Sabha Speaker 
G S Dhillon and Justice 
Shah later became the CJI. 
And a notice for removal 
of Justice P D Dinakaran 
was admitted within three 
days. 

Speaking to the law-
yers, Naidu is believed to 
have said that he has been 
working on “provisions, 
procedures and precedents 
in the matter” for over a 
month following media 

reports about a possible 
impeachment bid.

“Some members of the 
House had a point of view 
and the right to express it 
while I had a responsibility 
cast on me. I have done my 
job and am satisfied with 
it,” Naidu said.

He further said the Sec-
tion 3 of the Judges (In-
quiry) Act, 1968 requires 
that the Rajya Sabha Chair-
man should look for prima 
facie charges in the matter 
for either admitting the 
notice or refusing to do so. 

“A clear responsibility 

was cast on the Chairman 
in this regard and it would 
not be correct to interpret 
the role of Chairman as 
that of mere post office.

The Chairman is re-
quired to act as a constitu-
tional functionary which is 
a substantial responsibility, 
Naid told the lawyers.

Sources further said 
Naidu emphasised that the 
constitutional functionar-
ies should act in time as 
otherwise there could be 
adverse consequences.

Stating that the Chief 
Justice of India is the high-
est judicial functionary 
of the country and “any 
issue in public domain 
concerning him requires 
to be resolved at the earli-
est following prescribed 
procedures so as to pre-
vent the atmosphere from 
being further vitiated”, 
the sources said quoting 
Naidu, on the condition of 
anonymity.

Talking about the issues 
raised in the notice, Naidu 
said they mostly pertained 
to the functioning of the 
Supreme Court and “they 
have to be resolved inter-
nally.” 

“Any other means of 
seeking to address them 
amounts to interference 
in the independence of 
judiciary,” he said.

Srinagar, April 24 (PTI): Four Jaish-
e-Mohammad (JeM) terrorists were 
gunned down while two security 
forces’ personnel also lost their life 
in a fierce encounter that broke out 
in the forest area in the Pulwama 
district in Jammu and Kashmir, an 
official said.

Based on intelligence devel-
oped by police on the presence of 
terrorists, security forces launched 
an operation in the Laam forest of 
Tral area, the police official said.

A gun battle broke out when the 
militants opened fire at the security 
forces, he said.

In the initial exchange of fire, 
one soldier and a policeman sus-
tained injuries. 

They were evacuated to hospi-
tals here but succumbed to injuries, 
the official said. 

The slain security force person-
nel were identified as Sepoy Ajay 
Kumar and Constable Lateef Gujri.

Four JeM militants were also 
killed, the official said adding weap-
ons and other warlike stores were 
recovered from the scene of the 
incident. The identity of the slain 
militants was being ascertained, 
the official said adding at least 
two of them were believed to be 
foreigners.

New Delhi/Jodhpur, April 
24 (PTI): The Centre today 
asked Rajasthan, Gujarat 
and Haryana to tighten 
security and deploy addi-
tional forces ahead of the 
verdict by a Jodhpur court 
in a rape case against self-
styled godman Asaram, an 
official said.

In a communication, 
the Home Ministry told 
the three states to beef up 
security and ensure that no 
violence takes place after 
the judgment tomorrow.

The three states were 
also told to deploy addi-
tional forces in sensitive 
places, the Home Ministry 
official said.

The magistrate along 
with court staff, Asaram 
and the co-accused along 
with the defence and pros-
ecution counsels will re-
main present in the court-
room in jail premises, he 
said. Asaram is accused of 
raping a teenage girl from 
Shahajahanpur in Uttar 
Pradesh, who was studying 
at the godman’s ashram at 
Chhindwara in Madhya 
Pradesh.

The victim had alleged 
that Asaram called her to 

Aligarh (UP), April 24 (PTI): 
In a statement which might 
not go down well with his 
party, former Union min-
ister Salman Khurshid has 
said there are Muslims’ 
blood stains on the Con-
gress hands.

Khurshid made the 
remarks in response to 
a question by an Aligarh 

Muslim University (AMU) 
student at a programme as 
to how the Congress would 
wash off the blood stains of 
Muslims from its hands.

“It is a political ques-
tion. There is blood on our 
hands. I am also a part 
of the Congress so let me 
say it, we have blood on 
our hands. Is this why you 

Beijing, April 24 (IANS): In-
dian External Affairs Min-
ister Sushma Swaraj on 
Tuesday slammed Pakistan 
for sheltering terrorists and 
urged the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organisation (SCO) 
to act against the countries 
that promote terrorism.

Without a direct refer-
ence to Pakistan, Sush-
ma Swaraj said the world 
community together must 
“wipe out this scourge 
from the face of the earth”.

“There are a number 
of challenges that are be-
ing faced by the world to-
day, foremost being the 
threat of global terrorism 
and the imminent need 
to build a strong security 
architecture to combat 
it, she said at the Foreign 
Ministers meet of the SCO 
here where her Pakistani 
counterpart Khawaja Asif 
was also present.

“Maiming and killing 
innocent lives indiscrimi-
nately constitutes the most 
blatant violation of human 
rights. We have to work 
together to wipe-out this 
scourge from the face of 
the earth.

“In order to realise this 
objective, we must unite 
across our differences, 
strengthen our resolve and 
script an effective strategy 
against terror,” she said, 
welcoming the “clarity” 
shown by the SCO on ter-
rorism from its inception.

The SCO was set in 

are trying to tell us that 
if someone attacks you, 
we must not come for-
ward to protect you?,” said 
Khurshid. The student had 
posed the query referring 
to a series of communal ri-
ots and other controversial 
acts under the Congress 
rule in the past.

“I am telling you. We are 
ready to show the blood on 
our hands so that you real-
ise that you too must not 
get blood on your hands. 
If you attack them, you are 
the ones who would get 
stains on your hands,” he 
said at an AMU event on 
Sunday.  “Learn something 
from our past. Learn from 
our history and don’t create 
such situations for yourself 
where if you come back to 
Aligarh Muslim University 
after 10 years, you find no 
one like yourself putting 
out questions,” he said.

Referring to a long list 
of communal conflagra-
tions including those at 
Hasanpura, Maliana, Mu-
zaffarnagar, the student 
had said even the opening 
of the gates of Babri Mas-
jid, placing of idols inside 
it and then its demolition 
took place when the Con-
gress was in power at the 
Centre.

And then he had asked, 
The Congress has Muslims’ 
blood on its hands. With 
what words will you wash 
them off?” 

Ahmedabad, April 24 (PTI): Over 5,000 
people in Gujarat’s Bhavnagar district, 
battling against the acquisition of land 
by a state power utility, have written 
letters to authorities seeking permis-
sion to die, a farmers’ body leader 
today claimed.

“A total of 5,259 people, compris-
ing farmers and their family members 
from 12 affected villages, have sought 
“icchha mrityu (right to die) as the 
land they cultivate is being forcibly 
snatched by the state government and 
Gujarat Power Corporation Limited 
(GPCL),” claimed Narendrasinh Gohil, 
a local farmer and a member of Gu-
jarat Khedut Samaj, an organisation 
fighting for farmers’ rights.

He claimed that the letters, signed 
by these farmers and their kin, have 
been sent to the President of India, the 
Prime Minister and the chief minister 
of Gujarat.

Harshad Patel, Collector, Bhavna-
gar, said that the farmers had dropped 
these letters, in which they have de-
manded permission for “icchha mri-
tyu”, at the registry branch of the 
collectorate.

The registry branch receives and 
dispatches all the letters of the col-
lectorate.

In the letter, the farmers accused 
the state government, and GPCL, of 

using police force to get them to vacate 
the land which the farmers claimed 
was being tilled by them for several 
years now. The farmers alleged that 
GPCL was trying to possess the land 
more than 20 years after the power 
firm had acquired it, adding that such 
a move was against the law.

“As per the Land Acquisition Act, 
2013, a company cannot take posses-
sion of a land which it had acquired 
more than five years ago. To possess 
such a land, it will have to initiate the 
process of acquisition afresh,” Gohil 
said.

He added that the district admin-
istration has imposed section 144 of 
the CrPC, a provision prohibiting any 
assembly of persons the authorities 
term unlawful, in the 12 villages since 
over a month now.

“GPCL and Gujarat government 
want to usurp our land, despite the 
land legally belonging to the farmers. 
What shall we do in such a situation? 
If we do not have cultivable land, we 
shall be as good as dead,” the letter 
claimed.

The farmers, in their letter, said 
that the “forcible acquisition” of land 
was making them feel like “terror-
ists” and, therefore, they would like 
to be killed by bullets fired by Army 
personnel.

2001 in Shanghai by Kaza-
khstan, China, Kyrgyzstan, 
Russia, Tajikistan and Uz-
bekistan. India, along with 
Pakistan, were granted full 
member status at the SCO 
summit in Astana, Kaza-
khstan, in June 2017.

This is the first time 
that India is participating 
in the SCO Foreign Minis-
ters’ meeting.

In her address, Sushma 
Swaraj said the SCO mem-
ber states have been con-
nected historically through 
shared commonalities and 
her country was commit-
ted to working with the 
group to strengthen eco-

nomic and investment 
ties. Stressing India be-
lieved that economic glo-
balisation should be more 
open, inclusive, equitable 
and balanced for mutual 
benefits, she said: “Pro-
tectionism in all its forms 
should be rejected and 
efforts should be made 
to discipline measures 
that constitute barriers to 
trade.” She also called for 
promotion of liberalisation 
and facilitation of trade 
and investment to inject 
greater impetus into the 
world economy.

Sushma Swaraj said 
that the SCO “is a major 

platform for convergence 
in our world views on sus-
tainable development, 
clean and healthy living, 
multilateral trading sys-
tem, Doha Development 
Agenda, disarmament and 
non-proliferation”.

She also stressed that 
connectivity with SCO 
countries is India’s priority, 
but for connectivity to en-
sure cooperation and trust, 
“respect for sovereignty is 
essential” and “inclusivity, 
transparency and sustain-
ability are imperative”.

Mentioning Indian 
participation in the In-
ternational North-South 

Gadchiroli (Maharashtra), 
April 24 (IANS): As many 
as 19 women, including a 
commander, are among 37 
Maoists gunned down in 
two pitched battles by the 
Maharashtra Police in the 
forests of the state’s Gad-
chiroli in the past 48 hours, 
eliminating at least four top 
commanders and virtually 
shattering the backbone of 
the rebels, a top police of-
ficial said here on Tuesday 
evening.

State Additional Di-
rector-General of Police, 
Operations, D. Kanakrat-
nam said that in the first 
gun battle on Sunday, the 
elite CRPF C-60 force’s Bat-
talion No. 9 commandos 
succeeded in ambushing 
a Maoist force of around 
40-50 persons and there 
was continuous firing for 
nearly three hours before a 
complete lull.

“Thereafter, the securi-
ty forces mounted a search 
in the battle-zone and 
found 16 bodies of slain 
Maoists, including seven 
women, after the gunfight 
in the Kasnasur area of 
Bhamragad in the district. 
Late on Monday, there 
was another encounter 
in Rajaram Khandla area 
of Jimalgatta in the dis-
trict, in which six Maoists 
were killed, including four 
women,” he told a packed 
media conference.

Late on Monday and 
early Tuesday, as part of 
the search operations, 
the security forces came 

upon bodies of 15 Maoists 
floating near the banks of 
the Indravati River on the 
Maharashtra-Chhattisgarh 
borders, taking the total toll 
to 37.

These 15 Maoists are 
said to be from among 
those who managed to 
escape into the forests dur-
ing Sunday’s funfight and 
subsequently succumbed 
to their bullet injuries while 
attempting to cross the 
river.

The operation - the big-
gest in the anti-Maoist war 
since the past over 38 years 
- saw the elimination of at 
least four prominent com-
manders, and dealt a body 
blow to their rebellious 
activities in the district.

“The killed include the 
south region chief Srikant 
alias Ravtu Vijendra, 50, 
known as Srinu, besides 
the commanders of the 
Aheri, Gatta and Permili 
dalams (Maoist fighter 
units), including a woman 
chief, a deputy command-
er and prominent mem-
bers of various groups,” 
Kanakratnam said.

The dalam command-
ers have been identified as 
Dolesh Madi Atram alias 
Sainath (Permili), Mangli 
Pada alias Shantabai, 31, 
(Aheri), the wife of Srinu 
(above), Naresh Kutke 
Yeladi alias Raju/Ramesh, 
29, (Gatta), and Vasudevo 
Bichha Atram alias Nandu, 
who is the Aheri dalam’s 
DVC (killed in the Monday 
night battle).

Police officials surmise 
that the Aheri and Sironcha 
dalams have been totally 
wiped out in the two-day 
operations which claimed 
four out of five of their top 
leaders.

Besides the bodies, po-
lice have also recovered a 
cache of sophisticate arms, 
including two AK-47s, two 
INSAS, three SLRs, three 
.303s, one 58 mm gun, 
eight 12 bore rifles, a mus-
ket, pittus and detonators, 
besides Naxal literature 
from these operations, said 
Additional DGP (L&O) Bi-
pin Bihari.

The twin victory lead-
ing to elimination of 37 
Maoists was celebrated 
with no-holds barred 
dancing and merrymaking 
by the security officials in 
the past couple of days.

The district is among 
the worst affected by the 
Maoist insurgency. It has 
been virtually sealed off by 
the security forces, as they 
stalked the Red rebels in 
the jungles, villages, hills 
and valleys to snuff them 
out from their deep hide-
outs.

Other Maoist-affect-
ed states in the neigh-
bourhood like Madhya 
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, 
Odisha, Jharkhand, Andhra 
Pradesh, Telangana have 
gone on a state of high alert 
ever since the state security 
forces here launched their 
biggest and most crushing 
anti-Maoist operation in 
almost four decades.

Transport Corridor, the 
Chabahar port; the Ash-
gabat  Agreement  on 
multimodal transport 
between India,  Iran, 
K a z a k h s t a n ,  O m a n , 
Turkmenistan and Uz-
bekistan; the India-My-
anmar-Thailand trilateral 
highway project; and the 
Bangladesh-Bhutan-In-
dia-Nepal (BBIN) ini-
tiative, she also said that 
that India has opera-
tionalised the air freight 
corridor between Kabul, 
Kandahar, New Delhi and 
Mumbai.

She also said that re-
forms in the UN Security 
Council is an “urgent task” 
before the SCO.

According to a state-
ment issued by the Indian 
Embassy here following 
the conclusion of Sushma 
Swaraj’s visit that started 
on April 21, her meeting 
with Chinese State Coun-
cillor and Foreign Min-
ister Wang Yi on Sunday 
reviewed various aspects 
of the India-China bilat-
eral relationship and ex-
changed views on interna-
tional and regional issues 
of common interest.

In a joint media ad-
dress afterwards, they an-
nounced that at Chinese 
President Xi Jinping’s invi-
tation, Indian Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi will 
visit China on April 27-28 
for an informal summit-
level meeting.

his ashram in Manai area 
near Jodhpur and raped 
her on the night of August 
15, 2013.

“The security for the 
victim’s family is continu-
ously being monitored... 
Two more constables will 
stand guard outside her 
house in addition to the 
five policemen already de-
ployed there, and a strict 
vigil is being maintained 
on all the visitors using 

CCTV cameras,” Superin-
tendent of Police K B Singh 
told PTI .

A vigil was also being 
kept on Asaram’s ashram 
at Rudrapur, he said.

Asaram was arrested 
in Indore and brought to 
Jodhpur on 1 September, 
2013. He is under judicial 
custody since September 
2, 2013.

T h e  c h a r g e s h e e t 
against Asaram and four 

other co-accused Shiva, 
Shilpi, Sharad and Prakash 
had been filed by the police 
on November 6, 2013 un-
der various sections of the 
POSCO Act, Juvenile Justice 
Act and IPC.

Asaram has unsuccess-
fully moved 12 bail appli-
cations, of which six were 
rejected by the trial court, 
three by the Rajasthan high 
court and three by the Su-
preme Court.
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Trump admin toughens 
H1-B visa procedure

Hopes for peace as Kim takes 
historic step to inter-Korean summit 

Washington, April 24 (PTI): 
The Trump administra-
tion is working on propos-
als to streamline the H-1B 
visa procedure, the most 
sought after by Indian IT 
professionals, to focus on 
attracting the best and the 
brightest foreign talents, 
according to a top federal 
agency official.

The proposed regula-
tion also aims to inten-
sify efforts to crackdown 
on H-1B visa fraud, said 
Francis Cissna, US Citi-
zenship and Immigration 
Services (USCIS) Direc-
tor in a letter to Senator 
Chuck Grassley. 

The H-1B visa is a non-
immigrant visa that allows 
US companies to employ 
foreign workers in special-
ity occupations that require 
theoretical or technical 
expertise. The technology 
companies depend on it 
to hire tens of thousands 
of employees each year 
from countries like India 
and China 

The US Citizenship 
and Immigration Services 
(USCIS) is working on two 
proposed regulations to 
improve the H-1B pro-
gramme. The first regula-
tion proposes to establish 
an electronic registration 
programme for petitions 

subject to numerical limi-
tations for the H-1B non-
immigrant classification.

The later is dated April 
4, the content of which was 
first reported yesterday by 
Axios news website.

“The second regula-
tion will propose to revise 
the definition of specialty 
occupation, so as to in-
crease focus on obtaining 
the best and the brightest 
foreign nationals via the 
H-1B programme and to 
revise the definition of 
employment and employ-
er-employee relationship 
to better protect US work-
ers and wages,” Cissna 
said.

In addition, Depart-
ment of Homeland Secu-

rity will propose additional 
requirements designed to 
ensure employers pay ap-
propriate wages to H-1B 
visa holders, it said.

The USCIS is also draft-
ing a proposed rule to re-
move the International 
Entrepreneur Rule (IER), 
as announced in the regu-
latory agenda. Due to the 
court order which invali-
dated the IER delay rule, 
the International Entrepre-
neur Final Rule is currently 
in effect. 

“We have not approved 
any parole requests under 
the International Entre-
preneur Final Rule at this 
time,” it said.

Briefing the Senator on 
its efforts to prevent fraud 

PTI

Donald Trump (File Photo)

PTI

Kim Jong Un (File Photo)

in H-1B, Cissna said USCIS 
now has a dedicated email 
addresses to make it easier 
for the public to report 
suspected fraud and abuse 
in the H-1B and H-2B pro-
grammes.

Other steps that the 
USCIS has previously an-
nounced include estab-
lishing a more targeted 
approach in our H-1B 
employer site visit pro-
gramme. 

The USCIS is also ex-
panding its administrative 
site visit programme to 
include L-1B petitions. 

Cissna said it also pub-
lished a policy memoran-
dum that instructs officers 
to apply the same level 
of scrutiny to both initial 
petitions and extension re-
quests for non-immigrant 
visa categories. The guid-
ance applies to all non-
immigrant classifications 
filed using Form r-129, Pe-
tition for a Non-immigrant 
Worker.

The previous policy in-
structed officers to give 
deference to the findings 
of a previously approved 
petition, as long as the key 
elements were unchanged 
and there was no evidence 
of a material error or fraud 
related to the prior deter-
mination.

Seoul, April 24 (PTI/AFP): 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un will walk across 
the Demilitarized Zone 
on Friday for a historic 
summit with the South’s 
President Moon Jae-in, 
the highest-level encoun-
ter yet in a whirlwind of 
nuclear diplomacy.

Pyongyang’s atomic 
arsenal will be high on 
the agenda the first time 
one of its rulers sets foot 
in the South since the Ko-
rean War ended 65 years 
ago, and a peace treaty to 
formally end the conflict 
could also be discussed.

The meeting on the 
southern side of the truce 
village of Panmunjom -- 
only the third of its kind 
after two in Pyongyang, 
the last 11 years ago -- is 
intended to pave the way 
for a highly anticipated 
encounter between Kim 
and US President Donald 
Trump.

It comes after a rapid 
and spectacular diplo-
matic dance on the pe-
ninsula, orchestrated by 
Moon and set to the beat 
of the Winter Olympics in 
the South.

Kim sent a delegation 
headed by his sister to the 
Games and offered to put 
denuclearisation on the 
table in exchange for se-
curity guarantees. Trump 
accepted his proposal 
for a summit, and Kim 
went to Beijing to pay his 
respects to ally China in 
his first overseas trip as 
leader.

It is a stunning con-
trast from last year, when 
Pyongyang carried out its 
sixth and by far most pow-
erful nuclear test to date 
and launched missiles ca-
pable of reaching the US 
mainland, while Kim and 
Trump traded personal 
insults and threats of war.

T h e  U N  S e c u r i t y 
Council imposed several 
more sets of sanctions 
on the North, including 
measures targeting its 
crucial coal, fishing and 
textiles sectors, along with 
oil imports.

Washington is de-
manding Pyongyang give 
up the weapons it has 
spent decades develop-
ing and says it needs to 
protect itself from a US 
invasion.

A t  t h e  w e e k e n d 
Pyongyang announced a 
moratorium on nuclear 
tests and intercontinental 
ballistic missile launches, 
with Kim saying it had 
completed its goal.

It made no further 
commitments, but that 
did not stop Trump tweet-
ing: “We haven’t given 
up anything & they have 
agreed to denucleariza-
tion (so great for World), 
site closure, & no more 
testing!” On Monday, 
Moon said it was “a sig-
nificant decision towards 
total denuclearisation of 
the Korean peninsula”.

But the North has de-
clared moratoriums be-
fore, and has also talked 
about denuclearisation, 
while previous agree-
ments have ultimately 
foundered.

“The most  urgent 
thing for Trump is pre-
venting North Korea from 
completing an ICBM. For 
North Korea, it’s prevent-
ing a US military strike 
and negotiate as a nu-
clear power to improve its 
economy.

“South Korea wants 
to bring North Korea and 
the US to dialogue for a 
peaceful resolution and to 
revive South-North ties.” 

In the complex, nu-
anced world of Korean 
nuclear negotiations the 
same phrase can mean 
radically different things 

to the different parties.
North Korean backing 

for denuclearisation of 
the peninsula has previ-
ously been code for the 
withdrawal of the 28,500 
US troops stationed in the 
South and Washington’s 
nuclear umbrella over 
its ally -- seen as a non-
starter for the US.

The North has not ex-
plicitly made that demand 
this time according to 
Moon -- but it still wants 
a “security guarantee”, 
potentially leaving plenty 
of room for disagreement.

Pyongyang has long 
sought direct negotia-
tions with the US, but 
Moon said last week that 
the South could “work in 
the middle to narrow the 
differences between the 
US and the North to help 
forge agreement between 
the two countries”.

The previous two in-
ter-Korean summits saw 
Kim’s father and pred-
ecessor Kim Jong Il meet 
the late South Korean 
president Kim Dae-jung 
-- who received the Nobel 
peace prize for his efforts 
-- in 2000, and Roh Moo-
hyun in 2007.

Former State Depart-
ment North Korea poli-
cy official Mintaro Oba 
tweeted: “North Korea is 
a master of owning the 
public narrative without 
making serious conces-
sions.”Van plows into Toronto crowd in ‘’deliberate’’ act, leaving ten dead

Toronto, April 24 (PTI/
AFP): At least 10 people 
have died after a man 
plowed a white rental van 
into a crowd of pedestri-
ans in Canada’s biggest 
city Toronto, in what po-
lice dubbed a “deliberate” 
attack.

The incident took 
place in broad daylight 
around 16 kilometers 
from a conference center 
hosting a meeting of G7 
ministers, but officials 
said they had no evidence 
of a link to the event.

Ralph Goodale, the 
minister of public secu-
rity, added that “on the 
basis of all available in-
formation at the present 
time, there would appear 
to be no national security 
connection to this partic-
ular incident.” “Horrible 
day in Toronto,” he had 

posted earlier on Twitter. 
“Senseless violence 

takes heavy toll.” Police 
arrested a suspect at the 
scene -- who police iden-
tified later as 25-year-old 
Alek Minassian from a 
northern Toronto suburb 
-- of the attack, whose 

initial death toll of nine 
jumped to 10 after one 
person succumbed to 
injuries. Fifteen people 
remained in hospitals 
throughout the city, Saun-
ders said, adding that lo-
cal, provincial and federal 
investigators were prob-

PTI

Police are seen near a damaged van after a van mounted a sidewalk 
crashing into pedestrians in Toronto on Monday, April 23, 2018. 

ing the case.
At the scene, at least 

three bodies could be 
seen under orange sheets 
and a long stretch of road 
was sealed off with police 
incident tape. The suspect 
and a police officer faced 
off, their guns drawn. The 
suspect eventually sur-
rendered his weapon and 
was taken into custody.

Vehicle attacks have 
been carried out to deadly 
effect by extremists in a 
number of capitals and 
major cities, including 
London, Paris, New York 
and Nice. Canada’s For-
eign Minister Chrystia 
Freeland said the G7 
meeting would continue 
as planned into Tuesday, 
with officials discussing 
ways to secure democrat-
ic societies from foreign 
interference.
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Bollywood actor Ranbir Kapoor during the teaser launch of upcoming biographical Hindi film ‘Sanjay 
‘directed by Rajkumar Hirani and produced by Vidhu Vinod Chopra, in Mumbai on Tuesday.

EM Images

Band members of Steelheart during an interaction with media persons in Imphal on 
April 23. 

Stan Lee accused 
of sexual misconduct
Stan Lee, the 95-year-old former head of Marvel Comics and creator 
of numerous comic book heroes like Spider-Man and the Hulk, has been 
accused of sexual misconduct by a massage therapist. Maria Carballo 
claims she was sent to Lee’s room at a hotel in Chicago to perform a two-
hour massage on the morning of April 21, 2017, according to a complaint 
filed on Monday in Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois, reported 
people.com. The massage was scheduled by Lee’s assistant, who 
is also named as a defendant in the complaint. A representative for 
Lee did not return people.com’s request for comment.

11 am, 8 pm: Nanu Ki Jaanu (Hindi)

2 pm: Baaghi 2 (Hindi) 5 pm: Truth Or Dare (Eng)

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

T
he first look and teaser of 
Sanjay Dutt’s much-awaited 
biopic is finally out and the 
Rajkumar Hirani-directed 
movie, featuring Ranbir Ka-

poor in the lead role, is titled “Sanju”. 
The first poster of the film was 

launched earlier today featuring Ranbir 
in the five iconic looks of Dutt from dif-
ferent phases of his life, starting from 
“Rocky” and going on to the time he 
was released from Yerwada Central Jail 
in 2016, after serving a five-year sen-
tence in the 1993 Mumbai serial bomb 
blasts case.

The teaser begins with Ranbir 
breaking the fourth wall, as he intro-
duces his story to the audience and 
takes them across different stages of his 
life both on and off-screen.

Even though, Dutt’s life has been 
full of ups and downs, Hirani has tried 
to leave his ‘feel good’ signature on 
the biopic of one of Bollywood’s most 

controversial and loved stars.
The title of the film is reflective of 

the director’s understanding of captur-
ing even the most miniscule details 
of the actor’s life as his mother Nargis 
Dutt used to fondly address him “San-
ju”, which became a popular nickname 
for him besides ‘Baba’.

In the teaser, Ranbir manages to 
look the part and carry Dutt’s charac-
teristic gait. 

Hirani has maintained that the film 
will not glorify his frequent-collabora-
tor’s life.  The video clip supports his 
claims as Ranbir talks about Dutt’s drug 
addiction, run-ins with law including 
a faint mention of AK-56, which led to 
his arrest. 

Also starring Dia Mirza, Sonam Ka-
poor, Anushka Sharma, Manisha Koi-
rala, Paresh Rawal and Vicky Kaushal 
among others, the film releases on June 
29.

IANS

P
opular American rock 
band Steelheart arrived 
here on Mon.  April 24 
for their maiden India 
gig in Manipur during 

the opening day of the five day 
ShiRock 2018, a rock band com-
petition among the rock music 
bands of Northeast India.

The Arizona based rock band 
will be performing on April 25 
evening as part of opening the 
rock band competition which 
was organised in connection 
with the Shirui festival. The festi-
val will be held from April 24-28 
in Ukhrul district headquarters, 
84 km north east of Imphal.

Speaking to media persons 
soon after their arrival in Im-
phal, the Steelheart’s front man 
Croatian-American Miljenko 
Matijevic said he can’t wait to 
meet the fans and well wishers at 
this remote corner of India.

He said they will be playing a 
good number of songs including 
the popular ‘She’s gone’, ‘I’ll nev-
er let you go’,  ‘My love is gone,’ 
‘We all die young’ and  ‘Lips of 
rain,’ to name a few and accord-

ing to the request of the fans. 
Frontman Miljenko who is 

also fondly called as Mil react-
ing to a question on ups and 
downs of rock music, he said, “I 
think we just have to be patient 
as future is moving fast and 
somehow the rock circles around 
and comes back. So here we are,” 
he added. 

The present Steelheart line 
up are Miljenko Matijevic – lead 
vocalist, rhythm and acoustic 
guitar, Uros Raskovski – lead and 
rhythm guitar, Rev Jones – bass 
and Mike Humbert – drums, 
percussion.

Steelheart will be joined by 
their countrymen and legendary 
rock band Queensryche, one of 
the leading metal bands through 
the eighties and nineties, on the 
final day of the festival on April 28. 

Queensryche received world-
wide acclaim after the release 
of their 1988 album Operation: 
Mindcrime which was often 
considered one of the greatest 
heavy metal concept albums of 
all time.

Our Correspondent

Steelheart arrives in ManipurSanju: Teaser shows 
Ranbir Kapoor spitting 
image of Dutt

KG-2485
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Scientists find use of fly ash in mosquito control Wikipedia’s new ‘page preview’ 
feature to make browsing easy

India leads digital transformation 
race in APJ region—Report

New Google Search experience to 
connect SMEs with job seekers in India

Twitter co-founder invests in 
Indian AI-powered health chatbot

Chandigarh, April 24 (In-
dia Science Wire): Fly ash, 
a harmful byproduct of 
coal-based power genera-
tion, has found a new use 
- mosquito control. 

Scientists at Vector 
Control Research Cen-
tre (VCRC) of the Indian 
Council of Medical Re-
search (ICMR) and Pon-
dicherry University have 
successfully used fly ash 
as a carrier for Bacillus 
Thuringiensis Israelensis 
(Bti), a bio-pesticide used 
for killing larvae of many 
insects. The results of the 
study have been published 
in Indian Journal of Medi-
cal Research.

The researchers have 
found Bti formulation 
containing fly ash as car-
rier and 1 per cent car-
boxymethyl cellulose as 
additive to be effective 
against mosquito larvae. 
Bti is mainly derived from 
microbial cultures and is 
known to produce pro-
teins that act against pests 
of agriculture and medical 
importance. Its use against 
mosquitoes responsible 
for transmitting malar-
ia, dengue, yellow fever 
and filariasis has picked a 
great deal in recent years. 

San Francisco, April 23 (IANS): Wikipedia 
has deployed a new “page previews” 
feature for its English webpages to help 
users get a peek of the information 
behind a link without clicking on it.

The goal of “page previews” was to 
decrease the cost of exploration for each 
blue link users come across, “allowing 
readers to satisfy their curiosity or clarify 
a confusing or unknown topic without 
the burden of opening a new page 
and navigating back to the original”, 
Wikimedia Foundation, which hosts 
Wikipedia platform, said in an official 
post last weekend.

The feature would decrease the 
efforts of going back and forth between 
articles, allowing readers to decide if the 
information on that link is what they 
needed or not, the post said.

“This seemingly cosmetic change 
may seem far from revolutionary, but has 
been built through careful and vigorous 
testing; scaling APIs to Wikipedia levels of 
traffic and a change to how we build our 
code,” Wikimedia Foundation said.

“Our testing shows that the feature 
makes it easier and more efficient for 
Wikipedia readers to interact with our 
content and get more context about a 
topic,” it added.

In 2017, Wikipedia deployed this 
feature as a default experience to all 
language Wikipedias, except English and 
German.

“It (the ‘page preview’ feature) 
quickly gained attention and praise 
from readers on-wiki, as well as on other 
platforms such as Reddit and Twitter,” 
the post noted.

Mumbai, April 23 (IANS): 
India is set to lead the 
wave of digital disruption 
across the Asia Pacific 
and Japan (APJ) region 
with 94 per cent of the 
organisations in the 
country ready to tackle 
this transformation in 
the next five years, a new 
report said on Monday.

According to “Digital 
Impact and Readiness 
Study” by software major 
CA Technologies, 73 per 
cent of Indian business 
and IT leaders surveyed 
believe that the digital 
order has already impacted 
their firms and the same 
number agree that their 
markets have been directly 
affected due to it.

“ I n d i a  i s  s e t  t o 
go through a drastic 
c h a n g e  i n  t h e  n e x t 
five years with more 
organisations embracing 
digital disruption,” Sunil 
Manglore,  Managing 
Director (India) at CA 
Technologies, said in a 
statement.

“Bu s i n e s s e s  n e e d 
t o  d i s p l a y  s t r o n g e r 
leadership in planning, 
organising and executing 
the digital transformation 
strategies of their firms,” 
he said.

The study showed 
that only 17 per cent of 
organisations across APJ 
have fully formed digital 
transformation strategies. 

In India, while this 
figure is higher at 22 
percent but it shows that 
78 per cent of them do not 
have fully formed digital 
transformation strategies 
today.

A c c o rd i n g  t o  t h e 
findings, 88 per cent 
consider that they are 
equipped to tackle the 
digital  disruption in 
the ensuing three years 
while indicating strong 
leadership as a crucial 
element in contributing 
to the success of digital 
transformation.

The survey findings also 
revealed that improving 
workforce productivity and 
collaboration, enhancing 
customer experience and 
optimising operational 
efficiency are the top 
three priorities for Indian 
businesses during this 
period.

Indian businesses 
a r e  p l a c i n g  g r e a t e r 
f o c u s  o n  i m p r ov i n g 
customer experience, 
which is  contrasting 
when compared to the 
APJ respondents who are 
likely to concentrate on 
operational elements.

“Software is now the 
centre of all businesses. 
Ensuring organisations 
are working in an agile and 
collaborative environment 
sets them up for success 
today and into the future,” 
Manglore added.

New Delhi, April 24 (IANS): To help 
firms, especially 51 million small and 
medium enterprises (SMEs), in India 
find a better workforce and vice versa, 
Google on Tuesday rolled out a new 
Search experience that will list relevant 
employment opportunities.

Google Search will display job listings 
from several popular websites, online 
classifieds and companies. The users 
can access the new experience in English 
on Search app on Android and iOS 
operating systems.

“Companies, especially SMEs, are 
often unable to make their listings 
discoverable. This new job search 
experience powered by our partners and 
our open platform approach attempts 
to bridge this gap,” Rajan Anandan, Vice 
President India and Southeast Asia, told 
reporters here. 

According to Google, in the fourth 
quarter of 2017, it saw more than a 
45 per cent increase in the number of 
job search queries. “This number is 
continuously growing,” Anandan said.

Job seekers can use smart filters like 
location, type and the field in which they 
want a job to narrow down the results. 

The experience lets the job seekers, 
search, save the listings, share them and 
even sign up for alerts.

To help the larger ecosystem of job 
providers, Google has also released 
open documentation, which will assist 
organisations to make their job openings 
discoverable on this new search 
experience, using open structured 
schema.org web markup standards that 
Google supports.

Lauding the move, Amitabh Kant, 
CEO, NITI Aayog said this feature 
would help job seekers find better 
opportunities.

“This is an age of disruption where 
technology will play an important part. 
With this feature, all white and blue-
collar job seekers can find employemnet 
opportunities easily. This is a great 
service for finding jobs,” Kant told the 
gathering.

Google has partnered with several job 
search platform, including Microsoft-
owned LinkedIn, QuikrJobs and Shine.
com, among others, and integrated them 
with Search.

“By working with our many partners 
to integrate their comprehensive listing 
of jobs, and offering an open platform 
where any third-party job search board 
or direct employer and can now surface 
their jobs to a broader audience, we hope 
this new experience on Google will help 
make the job search simpler and more 
effective,” explained Achint Srivastava 
from the Google Search Engineering 
team.

Now when users search for “jobs near 
me,” “jobs for freshers,” or similar job-
seeking queries, they will see a special 
module that can be expanded to a more 
immersive experience.

Srivastava said that Google will use 
algorithms to avoid duplication of jobs 
and this feature is different from Google 
Hire -- a recruiting app from Google.

Last year, at its I/O annual developer 
conference in the US, the company 
launched “Google for Jobs” initiative that 
includes a feature in search that collects 
and organizes millions of job postings 
from all over the web to make them 
easier for job seekers to find.

“Google is determined to crack the 
code on matching available jobs with the 
right candidates,” company CEO Sundar 
Pichai had said during the keynote 
address.

Tinkering with root hair 
may help boost crop yields
New Delhi, April 24 (India 
Science Wire):  Have 
you ever wondered how 
a plant is able to sense 
nutrients in the soil. The 
answer lies in the root 
design. Plants have the 
capability to change angle 
and length of their roots as 
well as hair-like extensions 
on roots for absorbing 
nutrients from soil.

Now researchers are 
exploring mechanisms 
adopted by plants to 
survive in low phosphate 
soils and figuring out if 
they can develop better 
strategies for plants to 
deal with poor water 
availability and low soil 
minerals.

In a collaborative study, 
researchers at the National 
Institute of Plant Genome 
Research (NIPGR) here 
have discovered in rice 
plant that production and 
transport of a hormone, 
auxin, in root hair zone 
triggers elongation of root 
hair under low phosphate 
conditions. The results 
of the study have been 
published in journal 
Nature Communications.

P h o s p h a t e  i s  a n 

i m p o r t a n t  n u t r i e n t 
for plant growth and 
development. Researchers 
say once roots sense low 
availability of phosphate 
in the soil, the information 
is communicated to the 
plant which then signals 
back use of auxin to roots, 
in order to stimulate root 
hairs to grow longer and 
capture phosphate.

“ Once roots sense low 
availability of phosphate 
in the soil, the information 
is communicated to the 
plant which then signals 
back use of auxin to roots, 
in order to stimulate root 
hairs to grow longer and 
capture phosphate.”

The study explains 
how auxin serves as an 
important signal  for 
phosphate status in the 
root. A specific gene, 
OsAUX1, mobilizes auxin 
in the region of root where 
it signals hair elongation 
when roots encounter low 
soil phosphate.

Root hairs help to 
absorb phosphate and 
water from soil. The root 
hairs elongate to increase 
surface area to capture 
scarce nutrients such as 

phosphate under low soil 
phosphate conditions.

“Green revolution 
helped almost triple yields 
of major crops like rice 
and wheat. However, it 
was highly dependent on 
chemical fertilizers like 
phosphate and urea. 
India imports almost 90 
percent of raw material 
for producing phosphate 
fertilizers. This inspired 
us to  engineer  plant 
roots for better nutrient 
acquisition,” Dr. Jitender 
Giri told India Science 
Wire. Bipin K. Pandey, 
a member of the team, 
explained that the study 
had revealed big role of 
tiny cellular extensions 
- root hairs- in nutrient 
acquisition from poor soils.

In  a n o t h e r  s t u d y 
published in the same 
journal, the research group 
has used Arabidopsis, a 
model plant, to further 
explore the phenomenon. 
It has been seen that 
when auxin synthesis or 
its transport to root tissues 
is disrupted, plant shows 
poor root hair elongation 
in response to low external 
phosphate conditions.

New Delhi, April 23 (IANS): Twitter 
co-founder Biz Stone has invested in a 
Delhi-based Artificial Intelligence (AI)-
powered chatbot “Visit” which is the 
brainchild of students from Birla Institute 
of Technology and Science (BITS), Pilani 
in Rajasthan.

Stared in 2016 by Anurag Prasad, 
Vaibhav Singh, Shashvat Tripathi and 
Chetan Anand, “Visit” is an AI-powered 
chatbot for health advice learning from, 
and assisting, existing doctors.

“People interact with the ‘Visit’ 
chatbot by sharing some symptoms. The 
bot follows up with relevant questions to 
collect more symptoms and risk factors 
(is the person hypertensive, diabetic, a 
smoker). This triaging is conversational 
and low stress,” Stone wrote in a blog post 
on Medium on Sunday.

“ V isi t”  plans  to  democratise 
healthcare by shrinking the shortage of 
doctors using AI.

“In India, for every doctor there are 
2,000 patients lined up in-clinics -- 
waiting for hours.

“Accessibility to quality health advice 
is an overwhelming problem in a country 
with over 200 million people affected 

by lifestyle problems like stress, chronic 
conditions, obesity, skin conditions, 
and more. This is where the technology 
approach by aVisit’ comes in,” Stone 
informed.

“Visit” chats conclude with patients 
being more educated about possible 
conditions, symptoms, and treatments.

The chatbot is trained using over 
20,000 probabilistic relationships 
between variables such as conditions, 
symptoms, risk factors, past history and 
more.

Once a probable medical condition is 
determined, “Visit” connects the patient 
to one of over 2,000 health specialists all 
across India via video, phone or chat so 
the right treatment can be put into place.

“But it doesn’t end there. People can 
stay in touch with their practitioner 
over chat for follow-up. The objective 
is not to replace the doctor but to help 
practitioners in an assistive way by regular 
patient check-ins and reminders related 
to their care plan,” Stone noted.

“Investing in Visit is my small way of 
contributing to a future where AI is seen 
as a positive enhancement of humanity 
that really does improve lives,” he added.

It is considered safe for 
humans.

For successful appli-
cation, Bti formulation 
needs an additive and a 
carrier. At present, Plaster 
of Paris and charcoal are 
used for this purpose. The 
new study has found that 
the use of fly ash as carrier 
material for can enhance 
chances of its ingestion.

“As different types of 
formulations have varied 
levels of residual activity 
in addition to feasibility 
for use in specific types of 
habitats, their application 
if planned appropriately 

and continuously in any 
area will help in bringing 
about a drastic reduction 
in the mosquito popula-
tion,” explained Dr Arul-
samy Mary Manonmani, 
a researcher at VCRC. 

Fly ash is considered 
harmful to human health 
as it contains heavy met-
als, but scientists say its 
use for mosquito control 
would not be harmful to 
human or environmental 
health. An electron micro-
scopic analysis showed 
that samples of fly ash-Bti 
formulation contained 
only macro and micro 

nutrients which are ben-
eficial when applied in 
freshwater bodies such as 
paddy fields. The analy-
sis did not find any toxic 
heavy metals. 

A  2009 study had 
also shown that leach-
ing of toxic heavy metals 
from fly ash is negligible 
when the pH of the water 
body is neutral or alka-
line. Mosquito-breeding 
habitats have always been 
reported to be alkaline in 
nature. The ICMR Study 
found the formulation of 
fly ash with Bti to be safe 
for aquatic species as well 

as mammals.
“Although this for-

mulation has potential 
to replace existing carrier 
material in bio pesticides, 
an in-depth study on as-
pects such as long-term 
toxicological analysis, its 
persistence in different 
habitats, storage stability 
and its economic needs is 
to be conducted,” pointed 
out Sachin Tikar and Shri 
Prakash, vector manage-
ment experts from De-
fence Research and Devel-
opment Establishment, in 
a commentary published 
in the same issue of the 
medical journal.

During 2016-2017, 
169.25 million tons of fly 
ash was generated in India 
but only around 63 per 
cent was properly utilized 
in cement plants, ready 
mix concrete, road con-
struction, brick manufac-
turing and other sectors. 
Hence, use of fly ash in the 
bio-pesticide industry can 
further contribute to its 
safe and useful disposal. 

(Besides Dr Manonmani, 
the research team 

included Saravanan 
Tamilselvan, and 
Purushothaman 

Jambulingam. )

A small basin (center foreground) lies below the southern rim of Melas Chasma, part of Valles Marineris.
NASA/JPL-Caltech/Arizona State University, R. Luk

Lakes on Mars dried up 3.5bn years ago—Study

New York, April 23 (IANS): The 
discovery of cracks on the surface 
of Mars by NASA’s Curiosity rover 
in early 2017 are evidence of lakes 
that likely dried up 3.5 billion 
years ago, confirmed a study, 
revealing details about the red 
planet’s ancient climate. In early 
2017 scientists announced the 
discovery of possible desiccation 
cracks in Gale Crater, which was 
filled by lakes 3.5 billion years 
ago. 

“We are now confident that 
these are mudcracks,” said 

lead author Nathaniel Stein, 
a geologist at the California 
Institute of  Technology in 
Pasadena, US.

Since desiccation mudcracks 
form only where wet sediment 
is exposed to air, their position 
closer to the centre of the lake 
bed rather than the edge also 
suggests that lake levels rose and 
fell dramatically over time.

“The mudcracks show that 
the lakes in Gale Crater had gone 
through the same type of cycles 
that we see on Earth,” Stein added. 

Although scientists have 
known almost since the moment 
Curiosity landed in 2012 that 
Gale Crater once contained lakes, 
“the mudcracks are exciting 
because they add context to 
our understanding of  this 
ancient lacustrine system”, Stein 
explained, in the paper published 
in the journal Geology. 

“We are capturing a moment 
in time. This research is just a 
chapter in a story that Curiosity 
has been building since the 
beginning of its mission,” he said.

For the study, the team 
focused on a coffee table-sized 
slab of rock nicknamed “Old 
Soaker”.

Old Soaker is crisscrossed with 
polygons identical in appearance 
to desiccation features on Earth. 

They found that the polygons 
-- confined to a single layer of 
rock and with sediment filling the 
cracks between them -- formed 
from exposure to air, rather 
than other mechanisms such as 
thermal or hydraulic fracturing, 
the researchers said.
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Walcott winner against Newcastle sends Everton eighth

Harden hits heights as Rockets soar over Timberwolves Shooter Rizvi bags 
10m Air Pistol silver 

10th Open Basketball 
Tournament

A Sopen Konyak  
memorial volleyball 
championship begins

WTBC Youth ministry 
sport evangelism 
begins at Wokha

Archery coaching camp 
underway at Chetheba

Everton’s Theo Walcott scores his side’s first goal of the game during the Premier League win over Newcastle United at Goodison Park.

Houston Rockets guard James Harden (13) attempts to pass the 
ball past defense from Minnesota Timberwolves center Karl-
Anthony Towns (32) and forward Taj Gibson (67) in the second 
half in game three of the first round of the 2018 NBA Playoffs at 
Target Center.

Participants in action during the coaching camp at Chetheba 
local ground on Tuesday, April 24.

EM Images

Youth Director WTBC handing over the torch to the sport 
secretary during the opening ceremony.

Kohima, April 24 (EMN): The organisers of  the 10th 
Open Basketball Tournament (OBT) have informed that 
the entry forms for interested teams/club are available at 
Sports Paradise, Rüluo market, old Tata stand, Kezieke 
Kohima.

The organisers also informed that the last date of  
registration will be May 3 while the entry forms must 
be submitted by the team coach or manager at Suncity 
Kohima Office, PMK building, P.khel Kohima Village.

Teams from other districts who wish to partici-
pate can contact and for more details can contact at 
917085985392.

Dimapur, April 24 (EMN): Defending champion 
Young Spikers defeated Young Players Club, Tuensang 
in the inaugural match of  the second edition of  A Sopen 
Konyak Memorial Men’s Open Volleyball Champion-
ship Trophy organised by Deu-Yong Club Tobu village 
that got underway here at Tobu village local ground on 
April 24.

Nationalist Democratic People's Party (NDPP) 
president 55 AC Tobu Nyakho attended the event as the 
guest of  honour and assistant district coordinator SSA, 
Mon James Ngushu Konyak as the special guest, stated 
a press note from the organiser.

Nyakho in his speech emphasised the importance of  
such trophy to build peace and understanding among the 
neighbouring villages and town.

Special guest Konyak expressed his gratitude for or-
ganising the trophy in the name of  his late father A. So-
pen Konyak and hope that the trophy will bring people 
from different parts to the common platform. He also 
called upon all the individuals to render support towards 
the club and conveyed that the players participating from 
neighbouring villages and town will share their valuable 
advice in making the trophy more interesting.

A total of  20 teams are participating in the ongoing 
trophy informed the organisers in a press note.

Our Correspondent
Wokha, April 24 (EMN): The Wokha Town Baptist 
Church (WTBC) youth ministry sports evangelism got 
underway on Tue. April 24 at Wokha local ground.

WTBC associate pastor Abemo Jungio who at-
tended the event as the theme speaker addressed the 
youths to be dedicated in Christ with determination and 
patience which according to him was the key to success 
and cited the  Bible passage 'run with perseverance' from 
Hebrews 12:1. 

SDAO Wokha Rose Mary Ngullie exhorted the 
youths to manage time and be a good Christian by keep-
ing health and mind fit and to restrain from being carried 
away by the worldly pleasure. 

Altogether 17 fellowships are representing at the 
sport evangelism with football, basketball and volleyball 
for both men and women covering the event.   

Dimapur, April 24 (EMN): Archery Coaching Camp is 
underway at Chetheba under Phek district with State Ar-
chery Coach Hunezo Thisa, organised and sponsored by 
the Chokri Area Games & Sports Association (CAGSA) 
from April 23 to 28.

CAGSA in a press release on Tuesday informed that 
the association will be introducing archery as one of  
the main events in the forthcoming CAGSA meet 2019 
as stated by the President Vetazo Tetseo. The coaching 
camp is being organised under the theme "Capacity 
building", a talent hunt for the youngsters.

The week-long coaching camp is sponsored by the 
association in support with the department of  Youth 
Resources, Government of  Nagaland. Altogether 16 ar-
chers from different villages and towns from Chokri area 
under Phek district are taking part in the coaching camp.

The state coach has advised the archers to work 
hard and maintain the discipline to be successful in 
life. Further, he appreciated the association for the pilot 
project being organised by CAGSA and was optimistic 
that Nagas have a good scope in this discipline even at 
the higher level.

HOME TURF 

Liverpool, April 24 (Re-
uters): Everton’s Theo Wal-
cott struck just after half-
time to secure a 1-0 home 
win over Newcastle United 
on Monday that took the 
Merseysiders up to eighth 
in the Premier League, their 
highest position this sea-
son.

After an uneventful 
opening half at Goodison 
Park, Ayoze Perez should 
have put the visitors ahead 
in the 50th minute but shot 
wide of Jordan Pickford’s 
goal after being put through 
by Brazilian Kenedy.

Moments later, Everton 
went in front when Yan-
nick Bolasie whipped in a 
deep cross from the right 
and former Arsenal winger 
Walcott brought the ball 
down before taking his time 
to fire home the winner and 
lift them to 45 points from 
35 games.

Tenth-placed Newcas-
tle had plenty of late pres-
sure, as they searched for 
a point that would math-
ematically clinch their top- 

KG-2486

flight survival, but they 
were unable to create an 
opening and stay on 41 
points, 12 above the drop 
zone with four games left.

Everton have climbed 

above Leicester City will 
finish in a respectable 
league position after a poor 
start to the campaign that 
threatened to see them 
entangled in the relegation 

battle.
“If we keep winning 

we keep getting better. I 
think eighth in the league 
compared to fifth from bot-
tom tells you we’re getting 

better,” said manager Sam 
Allardyce, who took over in 
November.

Despite the improved 
results, Allardyce has not 
been a popular choice with 

many Everton fans who 
believe his approach to the 
game is too rudimentary.

“What was wrong with 
our style today? We domi-
nated the game, out-passed 
the opposition. You have to 
be patient,” said the much-
travelled 63-year-old.

“You can’t knock our 
football. You can knock 
some of the passing that 
goes astray but you can’t 
knock me for that, I don’t 
pass the ball. We try and 
limit those mistakes every 
week,” he added.

Newcastle are virtu-
ally assured of survival and 
manager Rafa Benitez said 
they could have gained 
more from the game with a 
little extra finesse.

 “I am pleased with the 
effort of the players but this 
final pass in the final third 
can make the difference,” 
said the Spaniard.

“We are really strong. 
Just to stay in the Premier 
League was the target and 
we are really pleased with 
that.”

Minnesota, April 24 (AFP): 
James Harden scored 36 
points as the Houston 
Rockets moved to the brink 
of a Western Conference 
first round playoff series 
victory with a 119-100 rout 
of the Minnesota Timber-
wolves on Monday.

Harden underscored 
his status as front-runner 
for the NBA's Most Valuable 
Player award after leading 
a stunning third quarter 
performance that saw the 
Rockets explode for an as-
tonishing 50 points.

That devastating burst 
of scoring -- a franchise 
record -- included 22 points 
from Harden as the Rockets 
transformed what had been 
a one-point contest at half-
time into a comfortable 
victory.

"We hit the switch that 
we've been trying to hit 
since the beginning of the 
playoffs, at both ends of the 
court," a satisfied Harden 
said afterwards.

"It's pretty scary what 
we're capable of when 
we're locked in defensively 
like that and when we get 
rolling offensively."

The win gave Houston 
a 3-1 lead in the best-of-
seven series, giving the 
Western Conference lead-
ers a chance to book their 
place in the second round 
of the playoffs with a victory 

Chagwon (South Korea), 
April 24 (IANS): World re-
cord holder Shahzar Riz-
vi had to narrowly settle 
for the silver medal in the 
men's 10 metre Air Pistol 
at the year's second ISSF 
World Cup Rifle/Pistol/
Shotgun stage here on 
Tuesday.

Rizvi missed out on the 
gold by 0.2 points to Rus-
sia's Artem Chernousov. 
Samuil Donkov of Bulgaria 
settled for the bronze med-
al. In the 24-shot final, Rizvi 
went into the final shot just 
0.2 adrift of the Russian, but 
both shot identical scores 
of 10.0 to ensure the order 
remained intact. Chern-
ousov finished with a score 
of 240.0 and Shahzar shot 
239.8. 

Bulgarian Donkov won 
the bronze medal after the 
22nd shot on a score of 
217.1.

The men's 10m Air Pis-
tol saw a many a big name 
fall by the wayside in the 
87-strong qualification 
field. 

Rizvi shot a score of 
582 out of 600 to make it 
to the eight-man final in 
sixth place. Teammates Om 
Prakash Mitharval and Jitu 
Rai finished 11th and 38th 
with scores of 581 and 575, 
respectively. 

at home in game five on 
Wednesday.

While Harden's vir-
tuoso third quarter per-
formance ultimately de-
cided the contest, the 
Rockets will  also take 
heart from an offensive 
display that saw five play-

ers finish with double-
digit points tallies.

Point guard Chris Paul 
weighed in with 25 points 
-- including 15 in the lop-
sided third quarter -- while 
Eric Gordon had 18 and 
Trevor Ariza 15.

Center Clint Capela 

finished with 14 points, 
and also pulled down 17 
rebounds during his 31 
minutes on court.

The Timberwolves' 
scoring was led by Karl-
Anthony Towns with 22 
points, while Jimmy Butler 
(19) and Derrick Rose (17) 
also made significant con-
tributions.
- Utah on brink -
Minnesota had looked ca-
pable of snaring a series-
leveling victory after a close 
first half, in which the Rock-
ets took a 50-49 lead at the 
break.

But Houston's scorch-
ing 50-point third quarter 
saw the Rockets head into 
the fourth quarter with a 
100-69 lead.

W h i l e  M i n n e s o t a 
closed the gap as Houston 
eased up, the Rockets nev-
er looked like surrendering 
the initiative, keeping the 
Timberwolves at arm's 
length as they closed out 
the win.

In Monday's other 
game, the Utah Jazz moved 
to within one win of clinch-
ing their series against the 
Oklahoma City Thunder 
with a convincing 113-96 
win in Salt Lake City.

Rookie star Donovan 
Mitchell made the decisive 
contribution for Utah with 
33 points as Russell West-
brook and Paul George's 

Thunder came unstuck.
Utah now lead 3-1 

heading into game five in 
Oklahoma City on Wednes-
day.

All five Utah starters 
made double figures as the 
Jazz overturned a 30-24 
first quarter deficit to tilt 
the contest in their favour 
in the second and third pe-
riods, outscoring the Thun-
der 66-43.

George led the scoring 
for Oklahoma City with 32 
points while Westbrook had 
23 points and 14 rebounds. 
Carmelo Anthony finished 
with 11 points on a night 
when the Thunder's offense 
was effectively contained.

Utah's Spanish interna-
tional Ricky Rubio saluted 
the performance of Mitch-
ell, who belied his age with 
a composed performance.

"He's playing amazing," 
Rubio said. "He doesn't 
seem like a rookie at all. It's 
fun to see it, and it's fun to 
help him get better."

The 27-year-old Ru-
bio, who finished with 13 
points, also said the col-
lective defense had helped 
subdue the potent Okla-
homa City line-up.

"We play as a team," 
Rubio said. "We did a pretty 
good job of containing the 
ball tonight; but winning is 
the most important thing. 
We're here to win games."


