
A file picture of tourists  watching an indigenous Naga wrestling match during the last Hornbill festival. 
On Monday, the government of India relaxed restrictions on foreign tourists to Nagaland.   
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Finally foreigners can travel 
to Nagaland unrestricted 

AFSPA removed from M'laya, restricted in Arunachal

Subsidised foodgrain for SC, ST, 
OBC hostel students – Paswan 

Commerce and Industry: Centre’s 
bottom-up approach to begin from districts  

NE states told to expedite digitisation of PDS to check fraud 

Power disruptions 
in five districts

Nagaland sericulture: INR 559 lakh worth project for three years 
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 30° 17°

Agartala 35° 24°

Gangtok 26° 12°

Guwahati 34° 20°

Imphal 31° 14°

Itanagar 26° 18°

Shillong 25° 13°

Delhi 38° 23°

Kolkata 37° 26°

Chennai 37° 28°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 26° 12°
DIMAPUR 34° 24°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA Nil 89%
DIMAPUR Nil 92%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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The only sure weapon 
against bad ideas is 

better ideas. 

~ Alfred Whitney 
Griswold
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Mirror Takes

Arghhhh... Are you a 
physiotherapist or a party 

worker?

~ Arien

Free-scoring Salah crowned PFA 
Player of the Year |  P12

I was wrong – Armenia PM quits 
after massw protests  |  P9

Eminem celebrates 10 years  
of sobriety  |  P10

New Delhi, April 23 (PTI): 
Foreign tourists, except 
those from Pakistan, China 
and Afghanistan, would 
now be allowed to visit 
some of the most pristine 
locations of the country 
which, so far, were out of 
bounds for them without 
a special permit, officials 
said today.

The Home Ministry has 
decided to relax the six-dec-
ade-old Protected Area Per-
mit regime from Nagaland, 
Mizoram and Manipur for 
five years with effect from 
April 1, a ministry official 
said. Under the Foreigners 
(Protected Areas) Order, 
1958, all areas falling be-
tween the Inner line and 
the International Border of 
some states were declared 
as protected areas.

The protected areas 
currently include whole of 
Arunachal Pradesh, Ma-
nipur, Mizoram, Nagaland 
and Sikkim, besides parts 
of Himachal Pradesh, Ra-
jasthan, Uttarakhand and 
Jammu and Kashmir. Some 
parts of Sikkim fall under 
the protected area regime 
while others under the re-
stricted area. "A review is 
underway to lift the PAP 
from other areas too," an-
other official said.

Citizens from Pakistan, 
China and Afghanistan, 
however, continue to be 
banned from all PAP areas, 
including Nagaland, Mizo-
ram and Manipur. As per a 
December 30, 2010 circular 

Name of the programme Physical Financial 
(in lakh)

A. State share to CSS

Integrated silk development project under NERTPS 800 acres 144.98

Sericulture project in the state of Nagaland under NEC 400 acres 16.67

TOTAL (A) 161.67

B. State normal plan

Farmers development project under negotiated loan 80 acres 100

Purchases programme 20

Advertisement and publicity 15

Training 5

Computerisation 5

Strengthening of departmental farms 55

Construction of approach road, soiling and metalling at 
sericulture farmers training centre Dimapur

100

Total (B) 300

Grand total (A+B) 461.65

Physical and financial progress report under state plan during 
2017-18 as per the department's annual report 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, April 22 (EMN): 
Sericulture, after bifurca-
tion from the Industries 
department in 1988, started 
functioning independently 
as an agro-based industry 
and a ‘developmental de-
partment’ in Nagaland. 

According to the de-
partment’s annual admin-
istrative report of 2017-18, 
it has formulated ‘farm-
ers development project’ 
to be implemented in the 
state for a period of three 
years starting 2017-18. The 
project, worth INR 559 lakh, 
has been funded by ‘Negoti-
ated Loan’ from NABARD.

It aims to cover 300 
acres of host plant cultiva-
tion besides other major 
project component of silk-
worm rearing, raising of 
seedlings, strengthening 
of silkworm seed centres, 
establishment of cocoon 
bank and imparting skill 
upgrade. In the current fi-
nancial year INR 100 lakh 
has been provided to the 
project.  

Centrally sponsored 
scheme
Integrated Eri Silk Devel-

opment Project (IESDP) 
is a centrally sponsored 
scheme under North East-
ern Textile Promotion 
Scheme (NERTPS) imple-
mented by the state seri-
culture department which 
seeks to cover exclusively 
eri sector of Kohima from 
2016-17 to 2018-19. It aims 
to cover 1000 women ben-
eficiaries through silkworm 
seed production, rearing, 
spinning and weaving etc.  

The main objectives of 
the project are to empower 
women groups through 
sustainable livelihood, cre-
ate awareness among wom-
en about their rights and 
responsibilities, upgrading 
skills of women through 
ericulture practice and gen-
erate income of the target 
women groups.  

Activities proposed un-
der the project are: rais-
ing of kissan nursery and 
maintenance of plantation, 
provide irrigation facilities 
and establishment of ver-
micompost sheds, estab-
lishment of rearing house at 
farmers' level for conduct of 
silkworm rearing, construc-
tion of cocoon storage cen-
tres, provide spinning ma-

New Delhi, April 23 (PTI): The AFSPA 
has been removed completely from 
Meghalaya and its area of opera-
tion in Arunachal Pradesh has been 
restricted to three police stations 
bordering Assam and three districts 
neighbouring Myanmar, officials 
said today.

The Armed Forces (Special Pow-
ers) Act, which empowers security 
forces to conduct operations, arrest 
anyone anywhere without prior 
notice, has been removed from all 
areas of Meghalaya from March 31. 
The decision has been taken due to a 
significant improvement of security 
situation in the state, a Home Minis-
try official said.

In Arunachal Pradesh, areas un-
der the controversial act have been 
reduced from 16 police stations areas 
bordering Assam to eight police sta-
tions besides Tirap, Changlang and 
Longding districts, the official said.

There have been demands from 

various organisations in the north-
east as well as in Jammu and Kashmir 
for repealing the act, which, they say, 
gives sweeping powers to the security 
forces to act against civilians.

The AFSPA has been in force in 
Nagaland for several decades and 
in Assam from early 1990s. It was 
not withdrawn in Nagaland even 
after a framework agreement was 
signed on August 3, 2015 by Naga 
insurgent group NSCN-IM general 
secretary Thuingaleng Muivah and 
government interlocutor R N Ravi in 
presence of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi.

Another official said there has 
been a substantial improvement 
in security situation in the north-
eastern states over the last four years.

The year 2017 recorded the lowest 
insurgency incidents and casual-
ties among civilians and security 
forces during the last two decades 
since 1997. While insurgency has 

been wiped out from Tripura and 
Mizoram, there has been a marked 
improvement in security situation 
in Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland and 
Manipur, the official said.

In Assam, sustained counter-
insurgency operations against NDFB 
(S) have resulted in killing of 63 cad-
res and the arrest of 1,052 cadres/
linkmen besides recovery of huge 
arms and ammunition between 
December 2014 and March this year.

Across the north-east, there has 
been a huge reduction of 96 per cent 
in casualties among the security 
forces from 289 in 1997 to 12 in 2017. 
Civilian casualties also dropped by 
96 per cent from 907 in the year 2000 
to 37 last year, the official added. In-
surgency incidents during the same 
period reduced by 85 per cent from 
1963 to 308. So far as kidnapping and 
abductions are concerned, there has 
been a 40 per cent drop from 168 in-
cidents in 2016 to 102 last year. 

New Delhi, April 23 (IANS): 
Union Food and Public 
Distribution Minister Ram 
Vilas Paswan on Monday 
said all students living in 
the hostels where two-third 
belong to SC, ST and OBC 
communities will be enti-
tled to 15 kg of foodgrain 
per month at subsidised 
rates.

The Welfare Institu-
tions and Hostels Scheme, 
which will be rolled out 
at the earliest, will ben-
efit over one crore stu-
dents including girls from 
Scheduled Caste, Sched-
uled Tribe, Other Backward 
Classes and backwards 
from minorities, he said.

T h e  m ov e s  c o m e s 

against the backdrop of 
recent political contro-
versy over "dilution" of 
SC/ST Atrocities Act and 
incidences of atrocities 
against them besides up-
coming elections in the 
major states this year. 

"It is a historic step. Un-
der the scheme, students 
from these communities, 
where their strength is two 
third of the total number 
of hostel students, will be 
given 15 kg food grain. If 
the rice is priced at Rs 30 
per kg in open market, the 
students will get it for Rs 6," 
Paswan told reporters here.

The type of foodgrain 
may vary from state to state 
as per the nutritional re-

quirement of the respective 
residents. 

"We have asked the 
states to send us the list 
of beneficiaries as soon as 
possible. Also, the states 
will have to decide the type 
of foodgrain to be distrib-
uted. The Centre will bear 
all expenses on the sub-
sidy."

He said 13 lakh tonnes 
of foodgrain was allotted 
under the scheme, which 
will be increased further.

Paswan also sought 
roll back of the Supreme 
Court's recent order "di-
luting" the stringent pro-
visions of the Act besides 
reservation in promotion 
in the government jobs.

Dimapur, April 22 (EMN): 
The central government has 
devised a ‘District Plan’ with 
the express aim to “involve the 
districts more actively in the 
growth of the Indian economy 
and to formulate a common 
development vision starting 
from the district level through 
a participatory mechanism”.

A statement from the Press 
Information Bureau (PIB) on 
Monday informed that a deci-
sion to this effect was taken by 
the union minister of Com-
merce and Industry, Suresh 
Prabhu. 

“There is need to create 
resource-based plans, for the 

districts based on a bottom-
up approach and implement 
the plan by going beyond a 
silo mind-set.  An addition of 
3% growth at the district level 
will ensure that USD 5 trillion 
target for the Indian economy 
becomes achievable. 

“The plan will provide spe-
cific interventions taking into 
account resources, strengths of 
the districts, sectoral interven-
tions for agriculture including 
mapping of cropping pattern, 
industry including MSME 
and services relevant for the 
districts, skilling initiatives, 
ease of doing business, access 
to credit and convergence of 

existing efforts in public and 
private sectors,” it stated. 

Initially, the project will be 
confined to a total six districts 
from Maharashtra, Bihar, And-
hra Pradesh and Himachal 
Pradesh. “A steering commit-
tee will be formed to oversee 
creation and implementation 
of the plan. 

It will be headed by minis-
ter for Commerce and Industry 
with members from different 
ministry of union government 
and representatives from state 
governments of Maharashtra, 
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, And-
hra Pradesh and Himachal 
Pradesh,” it informed. 

Agartala, April 23 (IANS): 
The Union government 
has asked the northeastern 
states to expedite the com-
puterisation of the Public 
Distribution System (PDS) 
to ensure greater efficiency 
and transparency, and to 
check large-scale fraud.

"After the digitisation 
of ration cards and com-
puterisation of PDS, trans-
parency and performance 
of the government-spon-
sored food supply system 
will improve and various 
fraudulent acts and falsifi-
cation will be curbed," Un-

D i m a p u r, A p r i l  2 3 
(EMN): The department 
of Power has informed 
that power supply to 
Tuensang, Mon, Zun-
heboto and Longleng 
district; and Chang-
tongya and Tuli area in 
Mokokchung district 
will be disrupted occa-
sionally from April 24 to 
28th due to maintenance 
work to be carried out at 
132/66/33KV Aolichen 
Sub-station, Mokokc-
hung; thereby affecting  
66KV Tuensang, Zunhe-
boto and Tuli line. 

A press release from 
the department on Mon-
day requested affected 
consumers to bear with 
the inconvenience.

chine and certified looms 
for post cocoon activities, 
establishment of common 
facility centres and provide 
training to extension per-
sonnel and stakeholders 
with exposure visit. 

Mulberry project
Intensive Bivoltine Sericul-
ture Development Project 
(IBSDP) for mulberry is a 
project funded by Minis-
try of Textiles, GOI under 

NERTPS with a project pe-
riod of three years from 
2015-16 to 2017-18. It is cur-
rently being implemented 
at Medziphema block and 
Dhansiripar block in Di-
mapur.

According to the report, 
the project is 100% women-
oriented programme cov-
ering an area of 500 acres 
under mulberry planta-
tion involving 1000 women 
farmers at 0.5 acres per 
farmer.

During the year 2017-
18, 150 acres of land were 
brought under mulberry 
cultivation covering a total 
of 300 women farmers at 
0.5 acre per farmer and a 
total of four kissan nurser-
ies were raised for supply of 
mulberry saplings. 

Rashtriya Krishi Vikas 
Yojana (RKVY) 
Under RKVY 2017-18, the 
department is implement-
ing development of eri seed 
sector in Mokokchung and 
Dimapur district for pro-
duction of eri disease-free 
layings (dfls) with a produc-
tion target of 1 lakh dfls per 
annum per ‘grainage’. Its 
strategy involves Adopted 
Eri Seed Rearers (AESRs) 
selected from among the eri 
farmers having minimum 
0.5 to 1 acre eri plantation 
from the nearby villages of 
the proposed commercial 
‘grainages’, and financial 

assistance provided to all 
AESRs.  The department is 
implementing ericulture 
under RKVY, Tribal Sub-
Plan in Longleng district for 
20 farmers covering 20 acres 
of land under eri hostplant 
cultivation and silkworm 
rearing, the report read.

BPL economics 
The report stated that its 
Samvrudi Trust, with the 
union Ministry of Textile, 
is working for the uplift of 
economically backward 
people particularly tribal 
women. Under this project 
400 women are identified 
based on their economi-
cal conditions – those who 
come under Below Poverty 
Line. 

The project, it report-
ed, is implemented by the 
department and fully ex-
ecuted by Samvrudi Trust 
as executing agency and is 
located at Sabangya and 
New Chungtia in Mokokc-
hung district. 

This project, the report 
stated, will focus on cre-
ating post-cocoon link-
ages from spinning, reel-
ing, weaving till creating of 
finished silk products. 

of the ministry, Manipur, 
Mizoram and Nagaland 
were excluded from the 
protected area regime ini-
tially for a period of one 
year from January 1, 2011, 
subject to some conditions.

As per the guidelines, 
a foreign national is not 
normally allowed to visit 
a protected or restricted 
area unless the government 
is satisfied that there are 
extraordinary reasons to 
justify his or her visit.

Every foreigner, except 
a citizen of Bhutan, who 
desires to enter and stay 
in a protected or restricted 
area, is required to obtain a 
special permit from a com-
petent authority having 
the power to issue such 

permits.
In cases, where the 

power to issue such permits 
has not been delegated to 
a subordinate authority by 
the Union government, the 
application for the special 
permit has to be referred to 
the Home Affairs Ministry 
for prior approval, at least 
eight weeks before the date 
of the expected visit.

With an aim to promote 
tourism, the government, 
time to time by notifica-
tion, exempts some of such 
restricted or protected areas 
from the need of special 
permission for foreigners to 
visit them. Necessary pow-
ers have been delegated to 
various authorities to issue 
such special permits with-

out the prior approval of the 
Home Ministry to facilitate 
foreign tourists subject to 
the certain exceptions.

In cases of foreign dip-
lomats, including the mem-
bers of the United Nations 
and international organi-
sations holding diplomatic 
or official passports, the 
special permits to visit such 
protected or restricted areas 
are issued by the Ministry of 
External Affairs.

In cases of the citizens 
of Afghanistan, China and 
Pakistan and foreign na-
tionals of Pakistani origin, 
no permit, however, can be 
issued without the prior ap-
proval of the Union Home 
Ministry.

ion Food and Public Distribution 
Department Director D.K. Gupta 
told IANS here.

He said: "After full operation-
alisation of the computerised PDS 
and digitisation of ration cards, 
infiltrators and fake beneficiaries 
will not be able to benefit from 
PDS. Infiltration of people in the 
northeastern region from across 
the borders is a major issue."

India's northeastern region, 
comprising eight states and home 
to 45.58 million people (2011 cen-
sus), borders China, Myanmar, 
Bhutan, Bangladesh and Nepal. 
Some states have trade ties with 
some of these countries, espe-
cially Bangladesh and Myanmar.

The official said that while 
digitisation of ration cards in most 

states, including in the Northeast, 
was completed, progress of Aad-
haar seeding in ration cards was 
very poor in most of the states 
in the region, except Tripura and 
Sikkim.

He said seeding of Aadhaar in 
ration cards in Tripura and Sikkim 
was at over 90 per cent, but in the 
other northeastern states this was 
on an average only at 30 per cent. 
"The situation is extremely bad in 
Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur 
and Mizoram."

Gupta, who was here to ad-
dress a two-day workshop on 
"Digital Transformation and Au-
tomation of PDS Operations", 
said that the Central government 
had asked all the northeastern 
states to complete digitisation of 

ration cards and computerisation 
of PDS by June this year.

He said the Centre had intro-
duced "Integrated Management 
of Public Distribution System 
(IM-PDS)" to integrate the PDS 
system, portals of states and Un-
ion Territories with the Central 
System and portals, introduction 
of National Portability and de-
duplication of ration cards and 
beneficiaries.

"The new scheme would bring 
more transparency and efficiency 
in the distribution of food grains 
as it would improve the mecha-
nism to identify fake and dupli-
cate ration cards and provide the 
option to PDS beneficiaries to lift 
their entitled food grains from 
Fair Price Shops of their choice.
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Nagaland gears up for emergency preparedness exercise

Labour advisor calls on union minister 

National Road Safety Week begins in Wokha 

Health dept. launches Special 
Intensified Mission Indradhanush

Food Safety on Wheels 
to launch in Dimapur

Gov. lauds decision for mini hornbill festival

Nodal officer briefs central 
flagship progs. in Longleng

Media fraternity 
mourns Kire’s demise

NEPEx meeting being held in the DC’s conference hall in Dimapur on April 23.

Kazheto Kinimi and SKGangwar

Bharat Scout & Guides assisting traffic personnel in Wokha on April 23.

The Food Safety on Wheels team and Dr. Vikato Kinimi  with the vehicle in Dimapur.

G Sajith Kumar briefing the district administration about the central flagship programmes in the DC’s 
conference hall in Longleng.

CM to attend state level conference 
of VDBs and VCs 
Chief Minster Neiphiu Rio will be attending the state level 
conference of the VDBs and village councils as speaker on 
April 24 at 10 am at the NBCC Convention Center in Kohima. 
The conference is being coincided with ‘Gram Swaraj 
Abhiyaan.’ Advisor Dr. Neikiesalie Nicky Kire will deliver 
keynote address while LhoubeilatuoKire, IFS, principle 
secretary to Government of Nagaland, department of Rural 
Development will preside over the meeting.

Wokha SDO informs vehicles owners
SDO (C), T. LanusenlaLongkumer has notified to all 
concerned that all the owners whose vehicles have been 
seized during the eviction drive carried out on 17th April 
2018 to claim their vehicles within 30 (thirty) days from the 
date of issue of this notice. Failing which the vehicles will 
be auctioned off without further notice.

Dimapur Rengma Students’ Union 
informs members 
The Dimapur Rengma Students’ Union (DRSU) has informed 
its members that union election for the tenure 2018-
2020 has been scheduled on May 5. Intending candidates 
are asked to contact the union’s election commission at 
9089179028 and 8787492310.

S3 Waas website committee for 
Wokha instated
A committee to oversee implementation of on boarding of 
district website Secure, Scalable and Sugamya Website as a 
Service also known as S3 Waas, a district website committee 
for Wokha has been instated with deputy commissioner 
Wokha as chairman and  district information officer 
(Secretary), superintendent of police, SDO (C) Wokha, 
project director DRDA, DEO (education), chief medical 
officer, district welfare officer, DPRO, district statistical 
officer and tourism officer as members.

BBBP committee for Wokha constituted 
Deputy Commissioner Wokha, Dr. Manazir Jeelani Samoon 
has informed that in pursuance to the direction of the 
Ministry of Women and Child Development, Government of 
India, a task force under Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP) for 
Wokha district has been constituted. The team will be led 
by deputy commissioner as chairman and superintended of 
police, chief medical officer, district education officer, PD, 
DRDA, district economics & statistical officer, district welfare 
officer, president of Lotha Eloe Hoho, representatives 
of Wokha District Legal Service Authority, district child 
protection officer, DPRO, and DPO ICDS as members.

ANHTU convenes general meeting
The All Nagaland Hindi Teachers’ Union (ANHTU) has 
convened a general meeting on April 27 at 11 am at Ura 
Academy Hall in Kohima for silver jubilee programme. 
Unit presidents, secretaries and silver jubilee committee 
members have been requested to attend the meeting 
positively. Jubilee committee convenors are requested to 
submit their committee proposals.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, April 23 (EMN): 
Nagaland has geared up 
for the conduct of the na-
tional emergency prepar-
edness exercise (NEPEx), 
being organised by Naga-
land State Disaster Man-
agement Authority (NSD-
MA) Home department in 
collaboration with Nation-
al Disaster Management 
Authority (NDMA) slated 
on April 26. 

In this connection, 
District Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (DDMA) 
conducted a meeting to 
finalise roles and respon-
sibilities of various teams 
for the exercise.
Dimapur: The Dimapur, 
NEPEx meeting led by 
additional deputy com-
missioner, Sara Jamir 
discussed on issues re-
lating to staging areas, 
relief camps, ambulance 
services,  traffic, medi-
cal team, law and order, 
EOC, communication, 
transportation and other 
areas of concern while 
conducting the NEPEx 
exercise.

The meeting decided 
that no prior traffic con-
trol arrangements would 
be made on the day to 
create awareness and 
preparedness during real 

live situation; locations 
for sending ambulances 
would be decided on the 
spot; relief camps and 
staging area would be set 
up in the same location; 
mock drill exercise will 
be conducted in different 
sites including St.Mary’s 
Montessori school, Hill 
Star Cinema hall, City 
centre shopping mall and 
Noton Bosti.

DEO, Police, DMC and 
administrative officers are 
asked to coordinate with 
Home guards for success-
ful conduct of the mock 
drills.

D P R O  D i m a p u r , 
Lolano Patton screened a 
24 minute documentary of 
the NEPEx exercise which 
was conducted last year at 
Dimapur. She said that by 
viewing the documentary,   
members can assess their 
performances, learn more 
and ponder on issues for 
areas of improvement. 
Mokokchung: Mokokc-
hung DDMA conducted a 
meeting in the additional 
deputy commissioner 
(planning) conference 
hall on April 20. Update 
received from DPRO on 
Monday informed.

During the meeting, 
some places and wards 

have been selected in the 
town to carry out the pre-
paredness exercise such as 
evacuation, rescue, relief 
and rehabilitation. 

Another meeting will 
be held on April 25 to dis-
cuss and ensure that all 
sections function in tan-
dem under the Incident 
Response Teams structure, 
it informed.

M D D M A  h a s  i n -
formed the general pub-
lic not to panic or create 
unnecessary chaos dur-
ing the mock emergency 
preparedness exercise on 
26th April. The objective 
of the exercise is to build 
a prompt response to any 

threatening disaster such 
as earthquake.
Longleng: In Longleng 
the Deputy Commission-
er John Tsulise Sangtam, 
highlighted about the 
mega mock exercise. He 
informed that NEPEx is 
a state-wide Mega Mock 
Exercise to test the capa-
bility of the Government 
of Nagaland to respond 
and to manage any mega 
impending disaster in the 
state.

 He asserted that it is 
a performance of all the 
departments under the 
disaster management to 
be aware of their roles 
and responsibilities to re-

sponse and take timely 
action during disasters 
and minimize the lost of 
live and properties. 

DC urged all the of-
ficers to be sincere with 
their respective activities 
to ensure that the mock 
drill exercise itself should 
not become a disaster. 

Saying that the mon-
soon related disasters that 
may occur in the district, 
he appealed the officers in 
concern for timely verifi-
cation report and submis-
sion of application of the 
beneficiaries in time to 
avail relief for the benefi-
ciaries. 

After an extensive dis-

cussion, the meeting de-
cided to perform the mega 
mock exercise in four loca-
tions and requirement of 
manpower and inventory 
was framed for the exer-
cise despite shortage of 
manpower and machin-
eries.

 The final briefing of 
the mega mock drill exer-
cise will be held on of April 
25 in the DC’s conference 
hall. In this connection, 
DC has directed all the 
heads of departments to 
be present for the final 
briefing. 
Public information

The Nagaland State 
Disaster Management Au-

thority (NSDMA), Home 
Department issued a noti-
fication information of the 
general public that NEPEx, 
a mega mock exercise will 
be conducted all over the 
State on April 26. 

The public is requested 
not to panic but to cooper-
ate with the authorities 
for smooth conduct of the 
mock exercise. Such drills 
are useful as they increase 
awareness as well as equip 
the citizens to respond ap-
propriately in times of ac-
tual disasters, the NSDMA 
infromed.

All the AHODs / HODs 
/ line Agencies / NGOs are 
requested to participate in 
the table top exercise on 
April 25, 11 am at ATI in 
Kohima. The responsible 
officers of the line depart-
ments are requested to 
come to the table top exer-
cise with the preparedness 
status of their respective 
departments.

The NSDMA also in-
formed that on April 26, 
churches across Kohima 
will ring bells to announce 
the beginning of the mock 
drill. The Church bells will 
ring for three minutes and 
immediately people in the 
schools and institutions/
offices shall respond by 

method of Drop, Cover 
and Hold. A second alarm 
will be rung after two min-
utes after which all stake 
holders who have followed 
the ‘Drop, Hold and Cover’ 
shall vacate to safer places 
covering their heads with 
their hands or any hard 
object.

Public is requested 
not to spread rumours of 
impending earthquake / 
disaster which may cause 
fear psychosis. The NEPEx 
is only a preparedness ex-
ercise and is not a warning 
of any impending disaster, 
the authority informed.

Also , ADC Wokha, 
Nokchasashi  has in-
formed that six sites have 
been identified as disaster 
incident base namely, Mt. 
Tiyi College Wokha (build-
ing collapse), Dr. Motsuo 
Memorial Hospital (pa-
tient treatment), Police 
Point (DC Office Junction) 
(building collapse), Little 
Angle School (evacuation 
drill), Mt. Sinai School 
(fire),  and WTC shopping 
complex.

Du r i n g  t h e  m o c k 
drill, assessment of local-
ity, treatment, movement 
of patients to safe zone 
will be displayed, ADC 
informed.

Dimapur, April 23 (EMN): 
Governor PB Acharya has 
appreciated the govern-
ment’s decision to hold 
mini Hornbill festivals 
in all district headquar-
ters coinciding with the 
festivals of the respective 
areas.  

In a letter addressed 

to the chief minister, 
governor said that ‘it is 
a wonderful initiative 
which will attract tourists 
from home and abroad.’ 

However,  reacting 
to news appeared in lo-
cal dailies, wherein the 
Dimasa community ex-
pressed their dismay for 

not including Bishu festi-
val as a part of mini Horn-
bill festival for Dimapur 
district, the governor felt 
that the demand for in-
clusion of Bishu festival 
may be favourably looked 
into as they are one of 
the sixteen tribes of Na-
galand. 

Dimapur, April 23 (EMN): In collabora-
tion with Ministry of Rural Development, 
the department of Health and Family Wel-
fare under the initiative of ‘Gram Swaraj 
Abhiyan’ has launched Special Intensi-
fied Mission Indradhanush campaign on 
April 23. 

UIP division under NRHM, Health & 
Family Welfare on Monday informed that 
the campaign will cover 738 villages in all 
the 11 districts of Nagaland. 

The drive will be conducted in three 
rounds with the first round starting from 
April 23 to 27th for three consecutive 
months. 

The campaign is aimed at providing 
vaccines for children below 2 years of age 
and pregnant women who have missed 
out routine vaccination. 

In the earlier Mission Indradhanush 
campaigns, it was infromed that persist-
ent gaps were found with regard to im-
munization coverage in urban areas and 
areas with poor mobilization of targeted 
beneficiaries.

In accordance with the Union Health 
Ministry, the goal of Special Intensified 

Mission Indradhanush is to accelerate the 
coverage and achieve 90% full immuniza-
tion coverage by December and sustain 
thereafter through routine immuniza-
tion, the press release stated.

There will be effective programme 
oversight through state task force meet-
ings and district task force meetings 
chaired by principal secretary of H&FW 
and deputy commissioners.

It also mentioned that the chief sec-
retary has been reviewing the progress of 
the programme through the state steering 
committee meeting.

 There will also be intensive monitor-
ing of the campaign by state-level health 
officials and development partners 
(WHO, UNICEF, UNDP). 

The central government has deputed 
national observers Dr. Shalini Verma, 
senior project officer (CPME), UNDP and 
national mentor, Dr. Sumita Ghosh, DC 
(MH) to oversee the planning, prepar-
edness and implementation of mission 
and Prime Minister-Rashtriya Swasthya 
Suraksha Mission in the identified dis-
tricts, it was informed.

Dimapur, April 23 (EMN): In connec-
tion with conduct of ‘Gram Swaraj 
Abhiyaan,’ (village self government 
campaign) a coordination meeting with 
the nodal officer G Sajith Kumar, under 
secretary to the Government of India 
and line departments in the deputy 
commissioner’s conference hall on April 
23. A DPRO report on Monday updated.

The chairman of the meeting, Depu-
ty Commissioner John Tsulise Sangtam 
said that the purpose of the meeting 
was to brief about implementation of 
seven central flagship program such 
as Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana, 
Saubhagya (Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bi-
jli Har Ghar Abhiyan), Ujala Scheme, 
Pradhan Mantri jan Dhan Yojana, Prad-
han Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana, 
Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana, 

and Mission Indrahanush by the line 
department.

 He informed that the nodal officer 
will visit the villages to ascertain im-
plementation of these schemes or not. 
The DC also informed that the flagship 
program was to be implemented and 
completed by the May 5 as per the direc-
tion. He also directed the departments 
to submit their activities taken up and 
grievances at the earliest.  

Department of PHED, Power, Home, 
Health & Family Welfare, Food & Civil 
Supplies, NRLM, Rural Development 
Department and Agriculture high-
lighted their respective activities. They 
also raise issues and grievances faced 
by departments in implementing the 
programs at the village levels and put 
up suggestions for remedies.  

Dimapur, April 23 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Press Asso-
ciation (NPA) is saddened 
to learn of the passing 
away of Nounevilie Kire, 
brother of Mhalezolie Kire, 
editor of the vernacular 
newspaper Capi and a 
senior journalist from Na-
galand. 

Kire who passed away 
on Saturday after a brief ill-
ness was working at DC of-
fice, Kohima at the time of 
his demise, the NPA said.  

On behalf of the media 
fraternity of Nagaland, the 
NPA expressed condo-
lences to the members of 
the bereaved family. It of-
fered prayer for the family 
and the departed soul to 
rest in peace.

KPC: The Kohima Press 
Club (KPC) is saddened 
to learn of the demise of 
Nounevilie Kire, brother of 

former KPC president and 
editor of Capi Mhalezolie 
Kire. 

The KPC conveyed 
heartfelt condolences to 
the bereaved family and 
prayed that the Almighty 
grant solace to them at this 
time of grief, and also for 
the departed soul to rest 
in peace.

DPC: The Dimapur 
Press Club (DPC) has con-
doled with the demise of 
Nounevilie Kire younger 
brother of Mhalezolie Kire, 
Editor of Capi newspaper 
who passed away on April 
21, following a brief illness 
in Kohima.

The DPC conveyed its 
heartfelt condolences to 
the members of the be-
reaved family and prayed 
to Almighty God to grant 
eternal peace to the de-
parted soul.

Dimapur, April 23 (EMN): A mobile food 
testing laboratory of the Food Safety on 
Wheels (FSW) will be visiting Dimapur’s 
markets on April 24 to 25th. A press re-
lease received on Monday from the team 
informed. 

The FSW’s team will be taking sam-
ples of food commodities such as edible 
oil, water, milk, beverages, spices and 
other items.

The Food Safety and Standard Au-
thority of India (FSSAI) have rolled a new 
scheme, strengthening of food testing 

system to create a network of modern 
food testing laboratory at the state level, 
it informed.

The main aim of the scheme was to 
educate on food safety to vendors and 
consumers. It was an attempt to ensure 
that the nutritious food are sold and con-
sumed in the district. 

Chief medical officer, Dimapur, Dr. K 
Vikato Kinimi has requested the public 
and the authorities to extend their coop-
eration to the team during the launching 
of the FSW of Dimapur.

Dimapur, April 23 (EMN): Advisor for 
Labour Employment & Skill Development 
and CAWD, Kazheto Kinimi has called 
on Union Minister of State (Independent 
Charge) Labour & Employment, Santosh 
Kumar Gangwar at his office in New Delhi 
on April 23. This was informed by the pub-
lic relation officer, Nagaland House, New 
Delhi on Monday.

During a brief meeting, the advisor is 

Dimapur, April 23 (EMN):  
Along with the rest of the 
nation, Wokha District 
Road Safety Committee 
led by Deputy Commis-
sioner Wokha Dr. Manazir 
Jeelani Samoon launched 
a National Road Safety 
week on April 23, under 

the theme “Road Safety-
Life Safety.”

A  w e e k l o n g  p r o -
gramme will continue till 
April 30. An update from 
DPRO informed about the 
event. 

On the first day, traffic 
personnel, District Trans-

stated to have requested the union min-
ister to consider the pending project in 
the ministry and also to consider more 
projects for the state.

The advisor told the minister about 
the youth unemployment in the state 
which is the biggest challenge of the de-
partment and the state which needs to 
cater the unemployed youth for training 
and other activities. 

“The central must come forward to 
help our youth who are ready to take 
up any challenges at this peace process 
period,” he said.

In response, the union mister said 
that he will take into consideration of the 
legislator’s appeal in every possible ways 
under his ministry. He also asked the 
advisor to submit the state top priority 
project for early consideration. 

The advisor was accompanied by 
commissioner-secretary, Anenla T Sato; 
director, Vandanshan Lotha;  and project 
officer Labour T Chubayanger.

port Office staff assisted 
by Bharat Scout & Guides, 
distributed awareness 
pamphlets and car stick-
ers to the public. Scout & 
guides also assisted the 
traffic personnel in man-
ning some of the traffic 
points to ease smooth flow 
of traffic in the town area.

On the second day, de-
partment of Transport will 
be distributing slogans to 
the drivers while on April 
28 superintended of Police 
will be organizing painting 
competition on the theme 
“Your Safety, Security, Your 
Family- Be cautious on 
Road” at SP Office confer-
ence hall in Wokha. 

Four participants from 
each school have been 
invited to take part in the 
competition. The compe-
tition will be held on two 
categories, junior (Cl-2 to 
7) and senior (Cl-8 to 10). 
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State deputy chief minister, Y Patton, along with other state legislators during the meeting with the 
union home minister of state, Kiren Rijiju, on New Delhi on April 23.

Officials of Nagaland Zoological Park pose for a group photo with the endangered Burmese 
Mountain Tortoises after the training programme on April 23.

(From left) Ani Yepthomi and Oka V Chisho during the inauguration 
of a new food joint in Dimapur called the Kathi Junction.

Four accused persons with fake cosmetics items who were arrested by the Dimapur police 
on April 23 from New Market area.

NZP hosts training to conserve turtles

Six offenders land in police dragnet
Food brand Kathi Junction opens outlet in Dimapur

State legislators seek more 
impetus for state development

STATE

Dimapur, April 23 (EMN): 
State deputy chief minis-
ter, Yanthungo Patton, has 
impressed upon the union 
minister of state for home, 
Kiren Rijiju, on the need 
to bring about all round 
development and elevate 
the economy of the state 
particularly by focussing 
on the road connectivity 
to all the major districts in 

the state.
Patton stated this dur-

ing his meeting with Kiren 
Rijiju at his resident in 
New Delhi on May 23.

According to a press 
release issued by Kuolie 
Mere, PRO (IPR) Naga-
land House, New Delhi, 
Patton was accompanied 
by cabinet colleagues 
and advisors comprising 

health minister Pangnyu 
Phom, transport minister 
Paiwang Konyak, PHED 
minister Jacob Zhimomi, 
minister of soil and wa-
ter conservation Kashiho 
Sangtam, minister of high-
er and technical educa-
tion Temjen Imna Along, 
advisor of law and justice 
Dr. Longriniken, advisor 
of power Tovihoto Ayemi, 

advisor of labour employ-
ment Kazheto Kinimi, ad-
visor of toursin Khehovi 
Yepthomi, and chairman 
of Nagaland Bamboo Mis-
sion Visasolie Lhoungu.

He stated that the state 
legislators during their 
meeting with central lead-
er had emphasised on the 
need to bring all round 
development with invest-
ment in infrastructure and 
economic growth with 
special focus on the road 
connectivity to all the ma-
jor districts in the state. 

The team also ex-
pressed strong desire for a 
lasting peace and the need 
to bring about an early po-
litical solution through the 
ongoing political dialogue 
and peace process.

In reply to their ap-
peals, the union home 
minister assured to give 
his best to help the state in 
all the possible ways in the 
larger interest of Nagaland 
and North-East Region of 
the country in particular.

Having set up two out-
lets in Assam, Dimapur’s 
Kathi Junction is the third 
in the Northeast region. 
The whole idea is to pro-
vide food that is “reason-

able and affordable” to 
all, Chisho said. The en-
terprise was awarded the 
best franchise in India in 
March 2018.

Regardless of profes-

sion Kathi Junction wants 
to make sure people 
come in their store, have 
a ‘decent time’ and ‘enjoy 
the food.’ Therefore, the 
‘menu starts from INR 40,’ 
he said.

All good hopes aside, 
Chisho admitted that 
electricity was the main 
challenge if they are to run 
the business successfully. 
He said that the business 
has had to spend a huge 
amount of money on a 
daily basis to generate 
electricity in the outlet. 

Nonetheless he said 
that the proprietorship 
is trying to spread the 
brand across the region 
and perhaps the globe in 
the future.

Eastern Mirror desk
Dimapur, April 23: A food 
chain, Kathi Junction, has 
made its way to Dimapur, 
the commercial hub of 
Nagaland, on Monday. It 
all started as a street food 
enterprise at Kolkata in 
the ‘30s but spread across 
the country.

Today, Kathi Junction 
has served dishes to “one 
million people,” asserts 
Oka V Chisho, proprietor 
of the culinary enterprise. 

Kathi Junction was in-
augurated in Dimapur on 
April 23 at Midland. The 
director of Junior High, 
Livingstone Foundation 
Higher Secondary School 
Ani Yepthomi was the 
chief guest of the event. 

Dimapur, April 23 (EMN): Dimapur 
police have arrested six persons 
during the past two days for indulg-
ing in various criminal offences.

A press release issued by ad-
ditional superintendent of police 
and PRO stated that one person 
identified as Lukheto Chophy, 
son of Xuwoto of Ustomi village in 
Zunheboto and present resident of 
Model village, Dimapur, while he 
was trying to extort money from 
truck drivers near Faith Petrol 
Pump.

Case in this connection has 
been registered with the Diphupar 
Police Station, Dimapur. He stated 
that further investigation is on.

In another incident on April 
20, personnel of East Police Sta-
tion along with representatives 
from Lakme Cosmetics and L’oreal 
conducted a raid in few suspected 
shops in New Market area and ar-
rested five persons for selling coun-
terfeit and bogus items.

Dimapur, April 23 (EMN): With the 
objective to conserve breeding of 
the endangered Burmese Moun-
tain Tortoises in captivity, the Na-
galand Zoological Park (NZP) has 
successfully hosted the first ever 
workshop on “Turtle husbandry 
and conservation breeding for 
keepers from selected North-east 
India zoos” on April 23.

Participants from Manipur and 
Assam including animal keepers 
from various zoos and facilities 
having Burmese mountain tortoise 
participated in the programme. 
The workshop was organised by 

Turtle Survival Alliance- India 
(TSA- India). 

Turtle Survival Alliance (TSA) is 
an action oriented global partner-
ship that is committed to zero tur-
tle extinctions in the 21st century. 
TSA creates breeding programmes 
including building facilities for 
critically endangered freshwater 
turtles and tortoises. They conduct 
field research, promote conserva-
tion awareness among local com-
munities and provide support, 
knowledge, training and resources 
to conservation partners around 
the world.

Out of 28 species of turtles 
found in India, 23 species are 
found in North East India many 
of which are critically endangered 
and are in need of conservation 
intervention to save them from 
eminent extinction, a press re-
lease issued by Obed Bohovi Swu, 
Director of Nagaland Zoological 
Park stated.

The workshop stressed on the 
different turtle species found in 
the region and their husbandry 
in captivity. The workshop was 
expected to create much needed 
awareness on the conservation 
of different turtle species of the 
region and serve as a road map for 
conservation breeding of the en-
dangered Asian mountain tortoise.

The Nagaland Zoological Park 
has at present 13 numbers of Bur-
mese Mountain Tortoise at ideally 
located enclosure facility.

Director of TSA-India and ex-
pert in turtle conservation in the 
country, Dr. Shailendra Singh 
attended the workshop as the 
main resource person. Dr. Rajiv 
Basumatary, a turtle expert in the 
North East, also the attended the 
workshop as resource person and 
shared about the different species 
of turtles of North east India.

Director of Nagaland Zoo-
logical Park, Obed Bohovi Swu, has 
thanked TSA-India for organising 
the workshop and expressed hope 
that Nagaland Zoological Park 
would get opportunity to host big-
ger programmes in the future. 

The arrested persons have been 
identified as Manoj Gupta (39), 
Chandan Kumar Chaudhary (26), 
Subodh Kumar Chaudhary (30), 
Bhima Kumar (22) and Guddu Ku-
mar (27). 

Police personnel recovered fake 

cosmetics items such as lipstick, 
foundation, eye liner, medical pow-
der etc from their possession.

The statement added that case 
in this regard has been registered 
with the East Police Station, Di-
mapur, further investigation.
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Guwahati, April 23 (PTI): Over 275 
Special Police Officers(SPO) force 
personnel in Assam attempted to 
jump into the Brahmaputra river 
from the second Saraighat bridge 
here today demanding permanent 
appointment in Assam Industrial 
Security Force(AISF), police said.

The SPO personnel in their khaki 
uniforms marched to the bridge and 
tried to jump from its guard wall 
and were stooped by a huge force of 
Assam Police and CRPF personnel 
deployed there in view of the agita-
tional programme.

A scuffle followed between the 
two sides and the police resorted to 
lathi charge to control the agitating 
SPO personnel, police officials at 
the site said.

None was injured in the lathi 
charge, the police said.

River police and NDRF boats 
were deployed in the river to rescue 
any SPO man who may jump into 
the water from the bridge, the of-
ficials said.

The protest led to heavy traffic 
jams on the bridge and in the area 
as the SPO personnel squatted 
on it. A Kamrup (Metro) district 
administration senior official met 

them there and assured to carry 
their grievances and demands to 
the government.

The SPO men, carrying banners 
and shouting slogans told reporters, 
“We were engaged in 2008 but were 
suddenly disarmed some years ago 
without any notice and rendered 
jobless by the government without 
giving us alternative permanent ap-
pointment. As we have no means of 
sustenance any more, we are giving 
up our life”.

They said that the government 
holds talks with the SPOs regularly 
and promises them permanent ap-
pointment but has not done any-
thing so far.

“We demand that all of us be per-
manently appointed in the Assam 
Industrial Security Force immedi-
ately,” they demanded.

The All Assam Special Police 
Welfare Association president Parag 
Buragohain alleged that there were 
about 900 SPOs initially but in 2010 
the state government discharged 
298 of them from duty without any 
notice. “We have been demanding 
justice but the state government has 
been delaying it.”

The Assam government had an-

nounced to raise the 3rd AISF bat-
talion where the SPOs were assured 
to be inducted but it has not become 
a reality, he added.

The state government had raised 
SPOs in 2008 to guard government 
officials and vital installations after 
Karbi militants triggered large-scale 
violence in Dima Hasao district.

Several surrendered extremists 
were inducted as SPOs under the 
rehabilitation scheme for them and 
were later posted in Chirang, Na-
gaon, Kamrup, Barpeta, Nalbari and 
Morigaon districts.

The Assam government, how-
ever, disarmed all the SPOs in the 
state in June 2015 after some 150 
of them engaged in protection of 
railway and highway constructions 
in Dima Hasao hill district staged a 
revolt against the government.

They have been periodically 
resorting to protests and agitational 
programmes since 2015 to press for 
their demands. 

The State Level Police Recruit-
ment Board had in an online adver-
tisement in last December invited 
applications from former SPOs for 
145 vacant posts in the 1st and 2nd 
AISF battalions.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, April 23 (EMN): An 
asphalt mix plant of Public 
Works department (PWD) 
of Karbi Anglong Auton-
omous Council (KAAC) 
was inaugurated at 7th 
Mile Diphu-Manja road 
on Monday. The plant was 
inaugurated by its chief ex-
ecutive member, Tuliram 
Ronghang.

The plant is comprised 
of various machineries 
like drum mix plant, hy-
drostatic sensor, double 
drum asphalt, single drum 
asphalt, air compressor, 

and such.
PWD source informed 

that the machineries were 
purchased from Annual 
Action Plan (AAP) 2017-18 
and 2018-19. From 2017-
18 AAP, an amount of INR 
3.60 lakh was spent to 
purchase the machiner-
ies. While from 2018-19 
AAP, an amount of INR 
5 crore has been ear-
marked.

During the inaugura-
tion, Ronghang said, “Such 
plant owned by govern-
mental department will 
be the first of its kind not 

only in Karbi Anglong, but 
Assam as a whole.”

“The plant will be the 
first in Assam as such gi-
ant plant to be used for 
improvement of roads has 
not been own by any gov-
ernmental departments. 
With this plant, which is 
already in operation, the 
road improvement works 
will be easier and faster. 
45 to 50 tons of mixed hot 
bitumen, stone chips and 
sands will be released from 
the machine in an hour,” 
assured Ronghang.

“This plant is installed 

by the PWD but contrac-
tors can also use it after 
paying the charge,” said 
Ronghang.

Ronghang affirmed 
that roads in Diphu town 
will be improved within 
two months.

“The Diphu market 
road will have a divider 
with railing and two lanes. 
The road from Semson 
Sing Ingti Memorial Park 
to Lorulangso and from 
Diphu Civil Hospital Ti-
niali to DAV HS School 
will have two lanes,” said 
Ronghang.

Lakhimpur, April 23 (PTI): 
A 10-year-old girl was al-
legedly raped by her father 
in Panigaon Amtola area of 
Assam’s North Lakhimpur 
district, a senior police of-
ficial said today.

The accused, a blind 
man, who earned his live-
lihood by singing on the 
streets, was caught by lo-
cals while allegedly com-
mitting the crime at his 
house on April 21, District 
Superintendent of Police 
Sudhakar Singh said.

An FIR has been lodged 
at Panigaon police station 
against the accused by 
‘Nari Surakshya Samit-
tee’, a women rights ac-
tivist group based out of 
Lakhimpur.

The girl, in her state-
ment to the police, said 
that her mother deserted 
them a few months ago, 
and since then, she used to 
be raped, the SP said.

The girl was rescued 
along with her younger 
brother by the group, 
which has also handed 
over a video of the alleged 
act to the police.

Agartala, April 23 (PTI): Tripura 
Chief Minister Biplab Kumar Deb to-
day said technology should be used 
to better lifestyle and to complete 
tasks within their timeframe.

At the same time he warned 
against addiction to technology and 
said computers can help society only 
if used in the right direction.

Deb, who was speaking at the 
inaugural session of a five-day work-
shop on “Human Computer Inter-

face” at the National Institute of 
Technology (NIT), Agartala, said “It is 
my dream to develop Tripura as the 
best state in country with the use of 
modern technology.” 

Under Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, the country is going ahead to 
become a technological superpower. 
Like China and Russia who use their 
own languages for technological 
purposes “We too need to develop 
our own technology to use computer 

in our languages.” 
Deb said he wanted people to 

grow a “knack” for technology.
He invited engineers to join poli-

tics and said youngsters were found 
to regain interest in choosing politics 
as career.

The chief minister also claimed 
that interest for politics was growing 
among the common people after 
Narendra Modi became the prime 
minister.

Dimapur, April 23 (EMN): The 
Indian Railways have recently 
launched the “citizen’s charter 
for passenger services” as a 
part of its commitment to-
wards making the passenger  
services more efficient, effec-
tive, accountable, responsive, 
transparent and ethical to its 
customers. 

A press release issued by 
the NF Railways n Maligaon 
on April 23 mentioned that the 
citizen’s charter for passenger 
services defines the rights of 
rail passengers.

Indian Railways is said 
to be the fourth largest rail 
network in the world. It runs 
nearly 21000 trains, including 
13000 passenger trains that 
carry more than 23 million 
passengers daily. 

Provision of passenger 
amenities and convenience 
in travel for such a huge cus-
tomer interface is one of the 
most important objectives of 

Indian Railways, both in terms 
of business ethics as well as 
social obligation. As part of 
the charter endeavour, the fol-
lowing services to passenger 
are said to be provided by the 
Indian railways:

-Safe and dependable train 
services

-Courteous and customer 
friendly services

-Adequate level of pas-
senger amenities in trains and 
stations

-Clean and environment 
friendly atmosphere in trains 
and railway stations 

-Notify standards of vari-
ous services wherever possible

-Responsive and effective 
grievance redressal machinery 
at various levels

-Requisite amenities to 
females, senior citizens and 
disabled passenger

In matters of ticketing and 
its sale, endeavour will be 
made to provide user friendly 

options to avail railway tickets 
for performing rail journey. 
Computerised reservation 
facilities to be provided at sta-
tions with a workload of 75 
reservation related transac-
tions. Alternative modes of 
payment like cash, credit/debit 
card, banking, e-wallets, Uni-
fied Payment Interface (UPI)/
Bharat Interface for Money 
(BHIM) etc will be provided to 
customers apart from provid-
ing adequate numbers of ticket 
windows / counters to ensure 
reduction in waiting time, the 
release stated.

While for getting refund 
of ticket fare by cancellation 
within the permissible time 
limit more passenger friendly 
options is said to be provided. 

Presently, tickets can be 
cancelled across the ticket 
counters, IRCTC website and 
through 139. In case the ticket 
is cancelled through 139 or 
IRCTC, refund amount can be 

collected on surrendering of 
the original ticket across the 
reservation counter within the 
prescribed time limit. For tick-
et purchased from PRS coun-
ter, refunds would be made 
across the counter provided 
ticket is surrendered within the 
specified time limit. For online 
cancellation of tickets, refund 
amount would be credited to 
the customer’s account within 
5 working days and for tickets 
purchased on credit / debit 
card using POS machines the 
refund will be provided within 
7 days. 

In matters related to ca-
tering, Indian Railway is said 
to provide catering services 
through mobile and static unit. 
Passengers travelling on train 
are also said to have options 
to avail food of their choice 
through e-catering services 
by booking through on line 
on www.irctc.co.in and over 
phone by calling 1323. 

The menu and price list 
for items approved to be sold 
can also be seen at IRCTC 
website 

For maintenance of clean-
liness, every effort will be made 
to keep the railway premises 
clean and hygienic in coopera-
tion with passenger. On board 
cleaning staff are available on 
most long distance trains. Pas-
senger can avail the service by 
sending their PNR number to 
“58888” through sms.

For security of train pas-
senger, the all India security 
helpline no. 182 is said to be 
available round the clock while 
another security helpline no. 
1800 111 322 is also said to pro-
vide security related assistance 
to passenger.

Details about various fa-
cilities available to railway 
passenger can also be viewed 
in Indian Railways’ official 
website, the release further 
stated.

Agartala, April 23 (PTI): The 
BJP in Tripura will look to bol-
ster the party machinery to 
wrest two Lok Sabha seats 
from the CPI(M) in the upcom-
ing general elections next year, 
state party leaders said.

At the first state committee 
meeting of the party after the 
BJP-IPFT government came 
to power last month, senior 
leaders deliberated on train-
ing party workers at the booth 
level to better communicate 
with voters, BJP spokesperson 
Mrinal Kanti Deb told PTI.

“It was decided that a group 
of disciplined, hardworking 
and honest party workers from 
the grass-root level would be 
screened and trained so that 
they work in booth levels to 

keep a close touch with voters, 
understand their problems 
and help the government ca-
ter benefits to them,” another 
party spokesperson, Subrata 
Chakraborty, said.

All the MLAs and ministers 
of the state would have to take 
organisational responsibilities, 
BJP national general secre-
tary Ram Madhab said in the 
meeting yesterday. The state 
committee also resolved to 
attach maximum importance 
to education and healthcare, 
double the income of peasants 
in the next five years, create a 
transparent transfer policy for 
employees, and implemen-
tation of the 7th Central Pay 
Commission for state govern-
ment employees.

Itanagar, April 23 (PTI): Al-
liance Air, a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Air India, suc-
cessfully carried out a test 
flight to Pasighat Airport in 
Arunachal Pradesh’s East 
Siang district today, offi-
cials said.

The airline operated 
an ATR-42 aircraft to the 
airport from Guwahati in 
Assam and the duration 
of the flight was two hours 
twenty minutes, they said.

The aircraft landed suc-
cessfully at the Pasighat 
Airport from Guwahati 
with officers of the airlines 
on board and paved the 
way for operation of com-
mercial flights, a state gov-
ernment official said.

The officers along with 
crew members led by Vi-
kash Sharma the Chief of 
Flight Safety Alliance Air, 
flight Inspector of Directo-
rate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) N S Lohan 
and Alliance Air Coordina-
tor T K Saha were accorded 
warm welcome by officials 
of the state.

“It was a lovely flight 

to Pasighat. We are really 
proud that we are making 
history. People of the state 
are really going to enjoy Al-
liance Air,” Flight Inspector 
Captain N S Lohan said.

“This is a really historic 
moment for the people of 
the state,” the Parliamen-
tary Secretary for Disaster 
Management of the state, 
Kaling Moyong, said.

Meanwhile,  Chief 
Minister Pema Khandu 
today said a new chapter 
in the history of Arunachal 
Pradesh has begun with 
the successful landing of 
the Alliance Air aircraft 
at the civil terminal of 
Pasighat at 12.30pm. “Soon 
we would have the first 
civilian aircraft flying out of 
Pasighat and I am optimis-
tic the same would follow 
in various ALGs of the state 
encompassing our state in 
the country”s flight map. 
This may look a simple step 
to many but is one giant 
leap for us,” Khandu said 
in a statement here.

The chief minister also 
expressed gratitude to 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi saying that the Prime 
Minister is taking special 
care of Arunachal Pradesh 
and the North East.

Congratulating the 
people, especially those 
from the eastern and cen-
tral districts of the state, 
Khandu said that one great 
challenge has been over-
come.

Commercial flights 
will start operating from 
Pasighat very soon after 
formalities are completed 
and DGCA clearance, of-
ficials said.

Under the regional 
connectivity scheme called 
UDAN (Ude Desh ka Aam 
Nagrik), the Union Civil 
Aviation Ministry awarded 
the Alliance Air the route 
from Kolkata to Pasighat 
via Guwahati, while Zoom 
Air and True Jet have been 
allotted the route to Tezu 
in Lohit district, officials 
said.  Zoom Air and True 
Jet would fly to Tezu via 
Pasighat and expected to 
start their services in Au-
gust this year, said.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, April 23 (EMN): 
Manipur celebrated a me-
morial called Khongjom 
day at the Khongjom War 
memorial site, located at 
Kheba Hillock about 35 
km to the south of Imphal 
on Monday. 

K h o n g j o m  Da y  i s 
observed annually on 
April 23 as a state level 
function to pay tributes 
to the brave soldiers of 
Manipur who made sac-

rifices in the last battle 
of independence, popu-
larly known as ‘Khongjom 
War,’ against the British 
on April 23 1891.

The governor of Ma-
nipur, Dr Najma Heptulla 
and Chief Minister Non-
gthombam Biren Singh 
attended the event as 
chief guests. They recalled 
the history of Khongjom 
War by reminding the 
gathering about how the 
brave soldiers of those 

days stood and fought 
against the British who 
had occupied half of the 
world. They also appealed 
to every community liv-
ing in the state to work 
together for a united and 
progressive Manipur by 
respecting one another.

Terming the recent 
rise in crime against 
women and children in 
the state as a ‘matter of 
serious concern,’ Hep-
tulla expressed her desire 

to address and eradicate 
such issues for public 
interest. She stated that 
such problem has de-
layed the pace of devel-
opment. She appealed 
to develop a ‘progressive 
Manipur’ where every-
body lives a decent life.

“Let us all take the de-
cision on this historic day 
to work together to make 
our state number one 
state in the country,” said 
Heptulla.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, April 23 (EMN): 
Members of more than 
24 organisations, wearing 
‘sack clothes’, took to the 
streets demanding dele-
tion of ‘illegal non-tribal 
voters’ from Karbi Anglong 
Autonomous Council 
(KAAC) voter lists. 

The protesters gath-
ered in front of Semson 
Sing Ingti Memorial Park, 
in Diphu on Monday. The 
organisations reminded 
the KAAC of their de-

mands submitted a year 
ago to the KAAC authority 
for the protection of po-
litical rights of indigenous 
communities of the two 
hill districts of Karbi An-
glong.

It was on April 21, 2017 
that the leaders staged 
rally from Rongnihang, 
where they were stop by 
police.  The demands they 
have made to KAAC were 
deletion of ‘illegal non-
tribal voters’ from KAAC 
voter lists, new KAAC act 

and rules under paragraph 
2 sub-para 7 of the Sixth 
Schedule, cancellation of 
Assam Land & Revenue 
Regulation Act, 1886 and 
restore Karbi customary 
land law.

Their message was if 
the Chakma Autonomous 
District Council in Mo-
zoram  can delete non-
tribal voters and the Bod-
oland Territorial Council 
in Bodoland Territorial 
Administered District 
(BTAD) can prevent its 

people from selling their 
land to non-tribal com-
munities, why can’t the 
KAAC.

The demonstration 
started from 10 in the 
morning. The procession 
from Semson Sing In-
gti Memorial Park passed 
through Diphu market 
and to KAAC, where the 
leaders handed a re-
minder note to the CEM, 
KAAC. The letter was 
received by EM, KAAC 
Rupsing Teron.

SPO personnel attempt to jump 
into Brahmaputra in protest

Diphu takes a step ahead for road implementation

Girl raped by 
father in Assam

‘Technology should be used for better lifestyle’

Indian Railway sets benchmark on ‘Citizen’s Charter for Passengers’ Tripura BJP aiming 
to wrest two LS seats 
from CPI(M) in 2019

Alliance Air carries out test 
flight to Pasighat in Arunachal

Manipur pays honour to martyrs on Khongjom day

Karbi orgs. demand deletion of ‘illegal 
non-tribal voters’ from voters list
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Petrol price at INR 74.50 a litre in 
Delhi; highest since Sept. 2013

Five more states to roll out intra-state e-way bill

Nifty ends above 10,550, up 20.65 points

SAT stays Sebi order of winding up Sahara Mutual Fund 

TCS first Indian company to 
achieve $100 billion m-cap

Seyiesezo Peseyie, ACP of Dimapur zone-1 traffic, along with staff of Apex Motors during the launch of the National Road Safety week in 
Dimapur on Mon. April 23. The road safety week will be observed from April 23 to the 30th. The staff of Apex Motors will be engaging 
publicity programmes concerning road safety and safe driving, at various intersections in the city during the event.

Safety drives

New Delhi, April 23 (PTI): 
Tata Consultancy Serv-
ices (TCS) today breached 
the USD 100 billion mark 
in market valuation, but 
slipped below the coveted 
milestone at close of ses-
sion.

In the morning trade, 
the company’s market 
capitalisation (m-cap) hit 
over USD 100 billion (Rs 
6,80,912.10 crore), be-
coming the first Indian IT 
firm to cross this mark.

At close of trade, how-
ever, the m-cap declined 
to USD 98.8 billion (Rs 
6,53,767.50 crore).

Reliance Industries 
Ltd had breached the 
USD 100 billion m-cap 
mark on October 18, 2007. 
The US dollar at was quot-
ed at Rs 39.59 at that time. 
The rupee has weakened 
considerably since then 
was at Rs 66.16 against the 
American currency in the 
morning trade.

Shares of the IT major 

rose by 4.42 per cent to a 
record high of Rs 3,557 in 
intra-day trade on BSE 
today. The stock later 
gave up most of its early 

gains and ended flat at Rs 
3,415.20, up 0.26 per cent.

On NSE, TCS shares 
settled at Rs 3,408.65, up 
0.18 per cent. In terms 
of equity volume, 5.06 
lakh shares of the com-
pany were traded on BSE 
and over 75 lakh shares 
changed hands at NSE 
during the day.

At the end of Friday’s 
trading session, the IT 
major commanded a m-

cap which was Rs 7,917.08 
crore, just short of the 
USD 100 billion milestone 
at Rs 6,52,082.92 crore.

The stock has been 

gaining for the third 
straight session today, ris-
ing 8 per cent and added 
Rs 48,948.5 crore to its 
market valuation. 

So far this year, shares 
of the company has risen 
by 26.5 per cent. The IT 
major accounts nearly 
11 per cent of the to-
tal Sensex m-cap of Rs 
6,081,286.82 crore.

TCS is the country’s 
most valued firm followed 

by Reliance Industries 
Ltd with a m-cap of Rs 
5,92,427.82 crore, HDFC 
Bank (Rs 5,01,643.92 
crore), ITC (Rs 3,35,801.17 
crore) and Hindus-
tan Unilever Ltd (Rs 
3,14,938.94 crore) in the 
top-five list. The nation’s 
largest software exporter 
TCS on April 19 reported a 
4.4 per cent rise in March 
quarter net profit at Rs 
6,904 crore. 

The Tata group flag-
ship, which contributes 
around 85 per cent of the 
group’s profit, reported 
a revenue growth of 8.2 
per cent at Rs 32,075 crore 
for the three months to 
March. In dollar terms, 
the company had its high-
est revenue growth in 14 
quarters at 11.7 per cent.

It also announced a 
1:1 bonus of shares and a 
dividend of Rs 29 a share, 
taking the total payout to 
shareholders at Rs 50 for 
the year.

New Delhi, April 23 (PTI): 
Embattled Sahara Group 
today said the Securities 
Appellate Tribunal (SAT) 
has stayed an order from 
markets regulator Sebi 
which directed Sahara 
Mutual Fund to wind up 
its schemes.

The next hearing will 
be on April 26, Sahara 
Group said in a state-
ment.

In an order passed last 
week, the Securities and 
Exchange Board of India 
(Sebi) had asked Sahara 
Mutual Fund to wind up 
all its schemes.

All schemes, except 
one, had to be wound up 
by April 21. However, the 
fund house was allowed 
to continue its Sahara Tax 
Gain Fund’ till July 27 but 
without accepting any 

new investor. This par-
ticular scheme had to be 
wound up by August 27, 
as per Sebi’s directive.

Following the regula-
tor’s order, Sahara Mutual 
Fund had approached the 
tribunal.

“Sahara gets a major 
reprieve today when SAT 
stayed Sebi’s April 11, 
2018 order directing Sa-
hara Mutual Fund to wind 
up all schemes except Tax 
Gain Fund and refund the 
amount to investor on or 
before April 21, 2018,” the 
statement noted.

Sahara group has 
been engaged in a long-
running regulatory and 
legal battle with Sebi ever 
since it ordered refund of 
a massive over Rs 24,000 
crore by two Sahara enti-
ties.

New Delhi, April 23 (IANS): The central 
government on Monday said that five 
more states -- Arunachal Pradesh, Mad-
hya Pradesh, Meghalaya, Sikkim and Pu-
ducherry -- will roll out intra-state e-way 
bills from Wednesday.

According to a Ministry of Finance 
statement, with the latest addition, the 
total number of states implementing 
e-way bills for intra-state movement of 
goods will rise to 17.

Earlier, encouraged by the success 
of its inter-state implementation, the 
e-Way bill system for intra-state move-
ment of goods was implemented for Ut-
tar Pradesh, Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh, 
Telangana and Kerala from April 15.

In Karnataka, it was implemented 
along with nationwide inter-state imple-

mentation on April 1.
“E-Way Bills are getting generated 

successfully and till April 22, 2018 more 
than 1.84 crore e-Way Bills have been 
successfully generated which includes 
more than 22 lakh e-way bills for intra-
state movement of goods,” the state-
ment said.

The government said that with the 
roll-out of the e-way bill system in these 
states, trade and industry is expected to 
be further facilitated in terms of trans-
port of goods, thereby eventually paving 
the way for a nationwide single e-way 
bill system. 

Under the GST regime, an e-way bill 
needs to be generated and carried for 
movement of all goods valued at over Rs 
50,000.

New Delhi, April 23 (IANS): Petrol pric-
es rose for the fifth consecutive day on 
Monday to Rs 74.50 per litre in New Del-
hi, even as global crude oil cost dipped 
somewhat due to international factors.

According to the data on IndianOil 
Corp’s website, petrol price in New Delhi 
was the highest in nearly five years and 
became dearer by 10 paise from Sun-
day’s cost of Rs 74.40 per litre. In Septem-
ber 2013, the price had touched Rs 76.06 
a litre in the national capital.

In Kolkata, Mumbai and Chennai 
too, prices climbed to new multi-year 
highs at Rs 77.20, Rs 82.35 and Rs 77.29 
per litre respectively on Monday.

The previous highs in these cities 
were Rs 78.03 (Kolkata, August 2014), Rs 
83.62 (Mumbai, September 2013) and Rs 

77.48 (Chennai, September 2013).
Besides petrol, diesel prices, too, 

touched fresh record levels on Monday 
in Delhi, Kolkata, Mumbai and Chennai. 
They rose to Rs 65.75, Rs 68.45, Rs 71.01 
and Rs 69.37 per litre respectively.

Transportation fuel costs have been 
on the rise due to the recent surge in glo-
bal crude oil prices.

On Monday, Brent crude was priced 
around $74 per barrel whereas it cost 
over $100 a barrel in 2013. Prices of 
transport fuels are now changed on a 
daily basis unlike the previous norm of 
fortnightly revision of prices. 

In addition, high excise duty has sup-
ported the price rise. This has fuelled de-
mands for a reduction in excise duty to 
contain the rise in fuel cost.

In July 2015, Sebi had 
cancelled the registra-
tion of Sahara MF saying 
it was no longer “fit and 
proper” to carry out this 
business and ordered 
transfer of its operations 
to another fund house. It 
had directed cancellation 
of Sahara MF’s registra-
tion on expiry of a six-
month period. Earlier, 
Sebi had also cancelled 
the portfolio manage-
ment licence of a Sahara 
firm.

Following the Sebi 
order, Sahara MF had 
approached the tribu-
nal which granted six 
weeks to the appellants 

to approach the Supreme 
Court. Subsequently, 
Sahara MF had filed an 
appeal in the Supreme 
Court.

The appeal was dis-
missed by the apex court 
in October 2017. There-
after, Sebi had instructed 
Sahara MF to strictly 
comply with the timelines 
specified in its July 2015 
order.

In a fresh order passed 
last week, Sebi modified 
its earlier directive and 
had asked Sahara MF “to 
wind up all its schemes 
(other than Sahara Tax 
Gain Fund’) by April 21, 
2018.

Gold gives up INR 
85 on global cues
Mumbai, April 23 (PTI): 
Gold prices declined by 
Rs 85 to Rs 31,230 per 10 
grams here today, mainly 
due to a weak trend over-
seas and easing demand 
from local jewellers.

Silver also dropped 
by Rs 130 per kg due to 
reduced offtake by in-
dustrial units. Standard 
gold (99.5 per cent purity) 
fell by Rs 85 to end at Rs 
31,230 per 10 grams from 
last Friday’s close of Rs 
31,315. Pure gold (99.9 per 
cent purity) also declined 
by the same amount to 
settle at Rs 31,380 per 10 
grams against Rs 31,465 
previously. Silver (.999 
fineness) dipped by Rs 
130 per kg to Rs 40,030 
compared to Rs 40,160 
previously.  Globally, gold 
hit a two-week low as in-
vestors piled into the dol-
lar with US Treasury yields 
approaching 3 per cent.

Mumbai, April 23 (PTI): 
Benchmark Nifty rose 
20.65 points to end at 
10,584.70 today, driven by 
buying in realty, pharma, 
IT, media, PSU bank and 
auto sectors.

Metal, FMCG, infra-
structure and finance 
service counters wit-
nessed hectic profit-
booking.

The rupee falling to 
its weakest level since 
March, continued FII out-
flows and April derivative 
expiry day this week influ-
enced trading sentiment, 
brokers said. 

Overseas, European 
shares fell early today as 
results from Switzerland’s 
biggest bank, UBS, disap-
pointed investors.

Asian stocks closed 
lower as investors kept an 
eye on rising US Treasury 
yields.

The Nifty 50 index rose 
20.65 points or 0.20 per 
cent to close at 10,584.70, 
after moving in a range of 
10,638.35 and 10,514.95. 
It witnessed an intra-
day movement of about 
123.40 points.

Sector-wise, Realty 
rose by 1.61 per cent, 

Pharma 1.48 per cent, IT 
0.74 per cent, Media 0.71 
per cent, PSU Bank 0.68 
percent, Energy 0.61 per 
cent, Auto 0.50 per cent, 
Private Bank 0.25 per cent 
and Bank 0.07 per cent.

On the other hand, 
Metal fell by 0.77 per cent, 
FMCG 0.32 per cent, Fi-
nance Service 0.21 per 
cent and Infra 0.11 per 
cent.

Major gainers were 
IndusInd Bank, M&M, 
BPCL, HCL Tech, Cipla, 
Sun Pharma, HPCL, Yes 
Bank and UltraTech Ce-
ment.
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Lessons to Be 
Learnt

Clearly the recent happenings in Kathua and 
Unnao are blots on our country. Whatever 
changes we make in the law or whatever the 

Prime Minister says, the black spots on our nation 
will never be removed. Never ever in the history of 
independent India, we have belittled our stand-
ings to such a low. The incidents were not only the 
failures of our law enforcing agencies or the gov-
ernment of the day, but also every citizen of the 
country should be held responsible. Why? The mur-
derers and the rapists were waving national flag, 
we remained silent. They chanted ‘Bharat Mata ki 
jai,’ we decided to look at other direction. For their 
narrow political gains, some political parties tried 
to reap maximum advantages from these incidents, 
we simply allowed them to do so. Where are our 
consciences? Are we the descendents of Mahatma 
Gandhi, Rabindranath Tagore, who taught us non-
violence and plurality? Is India the land where Lord 
Buddha and Mahavir were born? Without being too 
harsh, it can be safely concluded that this is not the 
India which they dreamt. The preaching of those 
great sons no longer inspires India and its people. 
The Indians in their own land have now become 
the aggressors. Earlier, foreign invaders were the 
culprit, now their role has been taken over by the 
Indians. They are looting the country with such a 
regularity which the invaders didn’t do. They are 
destroying the social fabric of the country in such 
a manner which the outsiders never thought of. To-
day, India is facing more danger from within than 
outside forces. How long will we continue to suffer 
in the hands of those people who always put self-
interest ahead of national interest?

As mentioned earlier, the knee-jerk reaction of 
the government to change the law is not sufficient 
to check the menace. More stringent laws with se-
vere punishment for rape were introduced after the 
infamous rape and murder of Nirbhaya. Has the 
number of rapes come down because of stricter 
law? No. Rather numbers of such incidents are on 
the rise. Only visible change we can see is that ear-
lier the rapists used to leave their victims alive but 
not now. These days the rapists after committing the 
crime burn alive the victims to remove any clue for 
the police to trace. 64 such incidents were reported 
only from Madhya Pradesh alone in 120 days. From 
this figure itself national scenario can be judged eas-
ily. Similarly, provision for awarding death penalty 
in case of raping a minor will put no brake on such 
incidents. Rather, we will see more cruelty whenev-
er the rapists will find an opportunity to commit the 
crime. Besides, such incidents will adversely affect 
the gender ratio of the country. Because of dowry 
system, girl child is unwanted in most of the fami-
lies in India. Gender ratio in northern states, such 
as Haryana, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, is in real bad 
shape. For records the government have enacted a 
law, but it is nothing more than a toothless tiger. But 
despite all odds, the saving grace for the country is 
the Northeast. Always painted in negative colours, 
the region clearly is the champion of women rights. 
Forget about rape, even incidents of eve-teasing are 
unheard of in the region. The North easterners do 
not need a law to protect its women. Traditional val-
ues, education, upbringing all helped the region to 
stand as an oasis where rapes become the order of 
the day. To avoid further shame, rest of India should 
learn from Northeast how to respect women and 
protect their rights.

DAILY
PATH

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

I 
write this to depict some of the reel life of Bol-
lywood in contrast to the real life of the Indian 
society with regard to the notion of rape and 
violence. The conservative Indian social life 
was well appreciated in spite of some evil prac-

tices that existed. During the age of colonization, the 
Britishers along with some Indian intellectuals tried 
to reform the then existing evils of the society. Even 
the colonizers had high regard for the social life of 
the Indians. Most Indian States were more conserva-
tive than we see it today. The Indians were preserved 
from being contaminated by other culture to a great 
extent. Presently, life style of the people has changed 
with the change of time, yet some changes can bring 
disaster upon the society. Changes are good, but all 
changes are not acceptable. Some changes must un-
dergo refinement before they are made available to 
the citizens.

The birth of film industries brought about much 
goodness along with some unwanted scenes which 
greatly stimulate violence and crime. The glory of 
Indian society has lost some glamour after the dawn 
of film industries (more with modernization). The 
search for money, name and fame has brought low 
the social life. I do not term all movies under the same 
blanket. There are several movies which need saluta-
tion for their inspirational imprint in the hearts and 
minds of the people. Such movies have promoted 
the welfare of the society.

The depiction of killing and rape in some Indian 
movies encourage the viewers to be so. Many movies 
portray violence and crime to a great height. Movies 
represent the existing life condition of the people. 
But if actors are truly against such heinous crime 
in the society, they should not depict them in their 
movies. Acting is a skill which may have no personal 
impact in the life of the actors. Yet personal rights 
inside the screen need not enhance violence in the 
society. Sometimes, it is good to see the world with 
bigger vision rather than to indulge in all immoral 
activities in the screen. The actor who appear with 
the bare minimum clothes on his/her body get the 

highest pay. Movies with more violence and crime 
get more viewers. Is this how they claim to be heroes 
and heroines? Today, the fame of an actor depends 
on his/her ability to depict sensuality among the 
viewers. There are also many physical abuses which 
take place behind the screen. We still call them as our 
heroes because their personal life is hidden from us. 
There are many tears behind the smiles of actors and 
actresses. Celebrities too have their dark shadows. 
Therefore, every viewer must develop critical analy-
sis of movies. 

Not all actors are as perfect as they appear to be. 
Many of them are blacklisted in the law. Some of 
them are convicted for crime and violence. Sanjay 
Dutt, Salman Khan, Shiney Ahuja, Shahrukh Khan, 
John Abraham, Fardeen Khan, Monica Bedi, Mamta 
Kulkarni, Shweta Basu, etc… are few celebrities who 
still retained their fame in spite of their criminal 
records. We should be wise enough to see the real life 
of the actors rather than to be absorbed in their reel 
life. 

A lower (or even higher) form of prostitution is al-
lowed in the film industries to appease the sensual-
ity of the audience. Yet many actors speak for human 
rights in big platforms. This is done to gain name and 
fame in the society. The phrase, “men/women must 
behave like this/that” is too vague in the real life. The 
same can be applicable in the reel life of the screen 
which indeed is not done. There is no wrong in crea-
tivity to capture the attention of the viewers, but no 
actor should encourage the viewers to take up vio-
lence (morally or physically)

I am sure all the film producers and directors 
stand for human rights and justice. The movies 
which depict good social or religious theme will cer-
tainly have some positive impact in the life of the 
viewers. Likewise, movies with rape scene or vio-
lence will definitely have its negative impact. This is 
how Bollywood has a share in the promotion of rape 
or abuses in different forms.

The Serial ‘Shaktimaan’ was withdrawn from the 
Doordarshan due to its adverse repercussion in the 

life of young kids. Many died in the process of imi-
tating their hero. The hero is not directly responsible 
for such action, but he is indirectly culpable for the 
same. The little screen (TV) has become an integral 
part of the Indian family. It has influenced our words 
and actions. In the long run, it can even capture our 
very pattern of thinking and attitude which may not 
be very pleasing to the society.

Today, parents find it difficult to watch mov-
ies along with their children. Likewise, children feel 
embarrassed to sit along with parents. Many scenes 
which are not meant for adults are at the reach of our 
young children. Bollywood must take utmost care 
with regard to the depiction of violence in any form. 
This will form our generation towards building a bet-
ter and safer society. It must have been a hard task to 
do away with smoking in the screen. The realization 
of the ill-effect of smoking has pressed the concern 
authorities to ban it on the screen. It was implement-
ed for the interest of the larger society. Extreme vio-
lence must be done away in the Bollywood to create 
space for better India. 

The recent outburst of cry and anger against 
rape and violence has caught all attention. This does 
not mean all women are better than men. There are 
women with worst character than most men. Yet, 
the law favours female more than men. Therefore, 
women can take advantage or preference in many 
places. But they must also realize that all violence do 
not emerge from men. Women can equally contrib-
ute towards the degradation of society. There can be 
many witch-character among the women folk. We 
all condemn rape and violence but many of us are 
unwilling to change ourselves for better. The increas-
ing violence in our society must be dealt accordingly 
at the right time. Failure to do this will bring bitter 
harvest.

A good society is build upon men and women of 
good repute. May we all contribute towards the for-
mation of the society.

Rev. Fr. G. L. Khing

T
he contemporary Nagas 
have indulged ourselves 
with various modes of 
discussions that have ap-
peared to be of calculative 

nature, and even though ‘genuine 
embracing’ without reason may seem 
to be easy going and pampering, the 
former has shed more light of per-
spectives in having clarity and cling-
ing to what is right and wrong – after 
all, without the sense of right and 
wrong what establishment of legal 
justice system could yield befitting 
insurance of justice.   

In the present, in instances while 
instigating residual public state-
ments having discoursed in different 
time-frame of the past (to avoid con-
fusion and disproportion of present 
consolidation) in the matters of con-
summation or legitimacy, should 
have credential base of claim, as to 
reciprocate and certify the extent 
the concordant (for public consum-
mation) were discussed, and having 
mentioned received—It’s due share 

of criticism… the manner of process 
and the points  achieved while criti-
cisms were exchanged, that even if 
there never were a conclusive assail-
ment that could withstand and vali-
date presentation upon further point 
of time – on either or all the quarters, 
had there been areas where the dis-
cussion albeit saturated but/or in-
conclusive had a track of manageable 
dilation of accounts that had been 
perceived or conceived among the 
parties during the trails, and could 
be produced (subtly/unsubtly, and 
could be substantiated) – thus reliev-
ing any doubts in any contingency 
point when to or at the least restat-
ing or addressing the significance of 
such claims, especially when being 
presented as a posit to be addressed 
about…in subjects that has more 
matured viewpoints and more pro-
gressed set of quantity and qualita-
tive variables afflicted with general 
perception otherwise not yet evolved 
during the episode of past discourses, 
should be prioritized.

Nagas cannot afford to retrograde 
more in the fine tune of current mani-
festation of our reality where people 
have been downsized to be pawns 
with no conscience for exploration 
and aspirations but to slumber down 
and feed off from designs where ques-
tions aren’t sought but repressed as 
we have been for decades. The people 
being left out from the network of our 
own entitlement in establishing our 
future, recognizable apparently in 
the patterns of our reality which has 
made the people into imbibing a sup-
position of reality (defying and deny-
ing natural justice) where our rights 
have been made second to some… 
it is indeed unfortunate being suc-
cumbed and we have paid our dues.     

Where the stand of politics as a 
medium of production alone has 
been sensibly confirmed for compre-
hension and every section of Naga 
has their rights resided in all spheres 
of unprejudiced diversity for com-
mon growth – pertaining to the re-
cent outcry of involving the people to 

also partake while a solution for the 
people is to be framed, by involving 
people’s representative to ensure ac-
countability to the people, if any sec-
tion of people of Nagaland does not 
concur to this motion, it would be 
relevant to make a public statement 
regarding this context and explain 
to the people what the alternative 
measures and routes are where and 
why without the involvement of the 
people, could harbor better and ef-
fective prospects in the interest of the 
people. 

The minds of the Naga can afford 
calculations; we seek not conjec-
tures of chaos transcribed affinitive 
to sublimation but incipient of sup-
pression in subtle realms; we seek for 
meaningful quest of understandable 
exploration where equality triumphs 
and synchronizes along with our pur-
suit for progress, and reaching out to 
people across the globe for common 
cause.  

Y Among

T
he long awaited change 
as promised has come in 
replacing the old guards. 
Hopefully other changes of 
significant importance will 

follow as the dust of the Election fallout 
in the State is gradually settling down. 
It is perhaps time for the winners to 
make adjustments to the new found 
power, fame and privileges that they 
have dreamt of. For those who could 
not make it this time, there is always 
the next time to re-evaluate and make 
strategies to swing back in the next 
round. To many voters, it will be a time 
to conscientiously introspect on the 
question of morality of acting as a paid 
voter during Election. 

The new Government now require to 
sit down, relax, take a deep breath and 
diligently address to some serious hard-
rending problems, besides the ongoing 
talks on the final Political Settlement, 
which also equally requires a solution. 
Currently, local dailies are filled with 
statements, exhortations and appeals 
emitting out from various public leaders, 
through their new found platforms, in 
advising people to be sincere, honest, 
hardworking and also expounding their 
individual visions. But none seems to 
be prepared nor the courage to toe on 
the issue of fighting corruption that 
has become a major concern today. 
Admittedly this sceptre of corruption 
also has dominated the recent Election 
where money has played a prominent 
role. It is often quite frightening to 
imagine that most of our future course 
of actions may be influenced by the 
forces of corruption, if not checked. This 
phenomena of corruption is a reality 
though none is prepared to admit nor 
speak out and the society continue to 
suffer in silence under its weight. As 
much as it is unpleasant, it is a stark 
reality on the ground for which we have 
no Scheduled Tribe nor Backward Area 
Concession. We will have to admit our 

omissions and fight its virus. Fighting 
corruption will nevertheless be an easy 
task. Passing of a few resolutions on the 
issue is not going to help. It has to be a 
consorted effort both from the masters 
and the servants to deal effectively 
with this serious problem. A noted 
writer once said that, “All problems 
becomes smaller when you confront 
them instead of dodging them”. It will 
largely depend upon the strength, 
determination and the will power of the 
people at large and specially its public 
leaders in particular in confronting 
this menace instead of dodging it. 
Combating corruption should therefore 
be accorded the topmost priority by the 
New Government. Should this be done, 
it will indeed be…..Ahoy! Change has 
come to stay. 

The next area of concern relates to 
the dismal position of bankruptcy of the 
State Exchequer. We continue to remain 
as one of the poorest States of the Union. 
Showcasing our State as a Vibrant State 
with rich cultural heritage is indeed no 
substitute in filling up the empty coffer 
of our State. There is a need to stand on 
our own feet economically in order to 
draw an equilibrium between political 
and economic imperatives. Presently 
our States income generated from 
our own resources will be somewhere 
around 10% and for the staggering 
90% of the expenditure to run our 
State, we are fully dependent upon the 
hospitality of the Centre. We have till 
now succeeded only in  increasing our 
expenditures by inflating our liabilities 
year after year and the only ritualistic 
gift that a former Government leaves 
to the new Government is the gift of 
liabilities as a result of total indifference 
to the norms of financial disciplines. 
Liabilities are serious issues but here, we 
treat it as a way of life that are casually 
discussed over a coffee table. This is 
a dismal picture that we continue to 
pursue all these years without rancour. 

The present financial status is also 
one of the reasons why we constantly 
rush to Delhi with begging bowels and 
pleading the Central leaders for release 
of more funds. We receive benevolent 
grants nevertheless from the centre but 
the same amount is not meaningfully 
utilised nor invested with the result 
that our State coffer continue to remain 
empty. Should the centre decides to 
withhold all fund releases to our States, 
there will be a serious crisis, as our 
State will not be in a position to pay the 
salaries allowances to the Government 
servants of the State even for a month out 
of our States resources. The few income 
generating and employment oriented 
projects such as the Tuli Paper Mill, the 
Wazeho Cement Factory and Plywood 
factory etc that were christened as the 
harbinger of Economic growth in the 
State were frustratingly closed down due 
to mismanagement. As a result of such 
untimely closures, many talented Naga 
youths were unceremoniously thrown 
out of jobs. Besides making efforts to 
revive such defunct Projects that are 
found viable, our State should seriously 
consider in exploring/taping/producing 
our own rich mineral reserves such as the 
oil and coal deposit discovered around 
the western region of Nagaland and 
the most talked about precious stones 
deposits at the foothills of Saramati 
that are featured year after year by the 
Department of Geology and Mining in 
their Annual Administrative Reports. 
Ostensibly, there has been a number 
of talks, punctuated with arguments 
and quarrels on the matter of taping 
such mineral reserves specially relating 
to oil, but till now besides the talks, 
no tangible policy decisions appears 
to have been made in taping those 
reserves that on operationalisation, will 
generate tremendous income to the 
States gasping coffer. 

There is also a need to re-evaluate 
the structures relating to manpower 

management of the State. As against 
the total population of a mere twenty 
lakhs, we have more than one lakh 
Government employees. This figure 
is exclusive of the many backdoor or 
the front door appointments. We have 
already reached a saturation point in 
the matter of appointments and the 
next course left will be explosion that 
will not be very pleasant. Unfortunately 
our State have no avenues opened 
for employment besides offering 
Government jobs that are presently 
overstaffed.  A rational assessment on 
the issue of manpower management 
based on needs duly supported by the 
resources availability has therefore 
become a paramount necessity. 

Besides the above concerns, I 
would also like to dwell in brief on the 
practise of organising Thanksgiving 
Services by the Election Victors. The 
Bible does say about “giving thanks in all 
circumstances” but this should not be 
interpreted as thanking God for an act of 
omission that is deliberately committed. 
It is simply an act of hypocrisy and 
blasphemous to thank a living God 
who is omnipotent, omnipresent and 
omniscient for the wrongs that we 
have deliberately committed during 
Elections. 

It is a simple testimony that our faith 
is more superficial then real. Hopefully 
and prayfully our Churches will not 
remain a mere spectators to such show 
of arrogances , that if not corrected, 
will have serious ramification not only 
on the faith of individuals but on the 
entire structure of our Churches that 
we still hold so dear to our hearts. There 
is a need to rather conduct service of 
Confessions, seeking God’s forgiveness 
for  the many sins that  we have 
deliberately committed during Election 
and if this is done in all sincerity, our God 
with all His Love and Mercy will forgive 
us and redeem our Land. 

               Tali  Longkumer 

Is Bollywood Promoting Rape And Violence?

In Matters of Practical Discourses 

Some Heart-Rending Issues In Need of Answers

God is with us in our waiting.

“Waiting for the fish to bite or waiting for wind 
to fly a kite. Or waiting around for Friday 
night . . . . Everyone is just waiting”—or so 

Dr. Seuss, author of many children’s books, says.
So much of life is about waiting, but God is never in 

a hurry—or so it seems. “God has His hour and delay,” 
suggests an old, reliable saying. Thus we wait. 

Waiting is hard. We twiddle our thumbs, shuffle our 
feet, stifle our yawns, heave long sighs, and fret inwardly 
in frustration. Why must I live with this awkward person, 
this tedious job, this embarrassing behavior, this health 
issue that will not go away? Why doesn’t God come 
through?

God’s answer: “Wait awhile and see what I will do.”
Waiting is one of life’s best teachers for in it we learn 

the virtue of . . . well, waiting—waiting while God works 
in us and for us. It’s in waiting that we develop endurance, 
the ability to trust God’s love and goodness, even when 
things aren’t going our way (Psalm 70:5).

But waiting is not dreary, teeth-clenched resignation. 
We can “rejoice and be glad in [Him]” while we wait (v. 4). 
We wait in hope, knowing that God will deliver us in due 
time—in this world or in the next. God is never in a hurry, 
but He’s always on time.

BIBLE READ:   PSALM 70  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for him. 

~ Psalm 37:7

The Waiting Place
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Adolf Eichmann at his 1961 trial. Photo courtesy Wikipedia
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Thomas White | Aeon

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Love is very much in 
the air today, Aries, so take advantage of this aus-
picious environment! Invite your loved one over to 
play hide and seek under the bedcovers! Or, if you 

don’t have a playmate in your life at the moment, find other 
ways to fulfill the passion you feel. Spend the afternoon reading 
a good novel or invite a friend to watch a movie with you. Have 
a good time!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): This is a day to stay 
close to home and organize the house. You might 
be thinking how you can best utilize your living 
space. It’s clear that some improvements are in or-

der, Taurus. Perhaps you could begin by tackling all those mi-
nor repairs that you’ve been putting off. Once those are done, a 
fresh coat of paint will do wonders to brighten both your home 
and your outlook.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You need rest, Gemini. 
Even though you have a long list of tasks, see if you 
can leave some for later. All signs indicate that you 
shouldn’t stray too far from home today if you can 

help it. You’re easily distracted, which makes you prone to ac-
cidents. Being behind the wheel of a car isn’t the place for you 
right now. Stay home and tackle all those little chores you’ve 
been meaning to finish.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You’re on your own 
when it comes to financial matters, Cancer. This 
may not be what you want to hear, but it’s how 
things are. Trust that your business acumen will 

pull you through. Don’t take anything at face value. Pay atten-
tion, write down the information, but make no commitments 
and sign no contracts. The environment isn’t right for any deals. 
If a deal is valid today, it will still be valid tomorrow.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Today would be best spent 
alone behind closed doors, if possible. There’s a lot 
of tension in your household for some reason, Leo. 
Since there isn’t much you can do about it, try to 
avoid it altogether. Let your family members fight 

it out among themselves. You have better ways to spend your 
time. Why not take in a movie? When you go by yourself, you 
don’t have to share the popcorn!

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): There is a lot of tension in 
the air today, Virgo. It isn’t just affecting your home 
environment - everyone you meet seems out of 
sorts. You’ll be happiest if you spend much of today 

in solitude. Books don’t honk their horn at you and DVDs don’t 
curse your driving ability. Who needs the aggravation that a day 
like today can bring? Enjoy a day away from other people’s bad 
moods.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You feel that life would 
run more smoothly if money didn’t exist! The 
amount of time and energy you spend sorting out 
your financial affairs is frustrating. Unfortunately, Li-

bra, today will be a frustrating day. Today you need to sit down 
and sort out some neglected bills. It isn’t fun, but at least by the 
end of the day you’ll have the satisfaction of knowing that you 
got it done.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):  You feel invincible, 
Scorpio, as though you can do anything. Enjoy this 
abundance of energy, for it’s certainly unusual. Take 
care not to overdo it. If you haven’t jogged in a while, 

running five miles today will leave you pretty sore tomorrow. 
Similarly, don’t try to finish all your household repairs in one 
day. Remember that slow and easy wins the race and keeps you 
in shape for the long haul!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21):  This would be 
a good day to putter about the house, Sagittarius. 
It isn’t a good day to travel or begin any major proj-
ects. This could be just the excuse you’ve needed for 

taking a day off from your life! You need not answer the phone 
or fulfill any obligations whatsoever. Simply stay put and tackle 
some minor household chores. If even that proves too much, 
then curl up with some tea and a good book.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): This isn’t the best 
day for get-togethers, Capricorn. What starts as a 
friendly lunch could wind up a gossip-fest. No one 
wins in that situation. You could fear leaving the 

table because of what they’d say about you. There’s no upside 
to the situation, so your best strategy might be to stay home and 
work on chores. At least you’ll have the satisfaction of feeling that 
you’ve accomplished something.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Don’t take anything 
you hear today at face value, Aquarius, especially 
where money is concerned. A well-meaning friend 
could approach you with an opportunity not to be 

missed. Listen to the pitch and take down all the information, 
but don’t make any kind of commitment. You’ll likely see several 
flaws when you review the information later. Point them out to 
your friend. You’ll save this person money and embarrassment 
by speaking up.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20):  This would be a good 
day to stay home and spend much of the day in 
bed, Pisces! You’ve been working especially hard 
lately, juggling both home and work with your usu-

al aplomb. But today you could feel a bit worn out and over-
whelmed by everything that remains to be done. Give yourself 
a day of rest. Spend the day with a good book or some movies. 

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Saeed Naqvi | IANS

Nihal Singh Was The Last of The Gentlemen Editors

What Did Hannah Arendt Really Mean by The Banality of Evil?

T
hese are such desperate times for journalism 
that S. Nihal Singh’s departure at 89 triggers 
memories about a phase in the profession 
that dreams are made of.

My personal journalistic trajectory trailed 
his rather closely. He was The Statesman’s Special Cor-
respondent in Singapore when I entered the portals of 
that once great newspaper as a cub reporter.

I was, in fact, following Nihal’s footsteps because this 
was how he entered the profession a decade earlier -- 
as a cub reporter. There were no schools of journalism 
then, but we received training of exactly the thorough-
ness which our respective letters of appointment had 
promised: “We do not guarantee you employment at the 
end of the six-month training period, but the training 
you will have received here will enable you to find work 
elsewhere.”

It remained something of a puzzle why the pocket 
money Nihal was offered during the training period was 
infinitely higher than mine, which was a meagre Rs 300 
per month.

Like most of us who entered the profession after 
him, Nihal covered New Delhi courts, Tis Hazari courts, 
Municipal Corporation, Delhi State Assembly, Police 
Commissioner, Chief Minister. The drill of dwelling on 
nodal points of governance and power, moving upwards 
in measured step, imparted to the journalist that most 
precious of attitudes: An indifference to power, an ability 
not to be overawed.

As the profession expanded, behavioural contrasts 
magnified. Untrained entrants at senior levels, who had 
romanticised political power from a distance, became 
unsteady on their feet because they found corridors 
of power too heady. A sense of balance was a frequent 
casualty.

This is where Nihal could not go wrong. In 1982, 
when the nation was convulsed by the Meenakshipuram 
conversions, Nihal, then Editor-in-Chief of the Indian 
Express, sent a teleprinter message to me in Madras, 
where I was then posted as editor of five southern edi-
tions: “Urgently need 700 words on Meenakshipuram.”

I put on my ultra-balanced hat and churned out 
the required wordage. It was a typical “while on the one 
hand” but “on the other” piece. Muslims shouldn’t be 
up to these tricks and Hindus shouldn’t get too excited. 
I mentioned “structural violence” in the Hindu social or-
der: This was sacrilege and Nihal let it pass. Unaware of 
the gathering storm, he thanked me for having respond-
ed promptly.

What followed took him and me by surprise. We were 
both completely out of touch with the strength of feel-
ings on the issue. Indeed, a certain indifference to reli-
gion which a whole generation cultivated as Nehruvian 
secularism was being jettisoned and we found ourselves 
flat-footed.

After a brilliant career with the IAS and having es-
tablished himself as a scholar of the Indus Valley script, 
Iravatham Mahadevan had taken up a job as Executive 
Manager of the Indian Express’s southern editions. Af-
ter reading my edit, he came charging to my room in a 
state of high agitation. “How could you have done it?” 

He looked at me in a daze, blabbering like someone in a 
motor accident. 

“How could you have done it?” I learnt later he was 
from the RSS, shakhas et al. I commend to the RSS to 
keep more Mahadevans in its stable. He was exception-
ally erudite on subjects of his choice.

In the Express compound, in Hick’s bungalow, Ram-
nath Goenka was bringing the ceiling down: “Hindu 
Kahan Javey?” (Where should the Hindus go?) “Tum to 
Makkay chale jaao; Hindu kahan javey?” (You can go to 
Mecca, but where should the Hindu go?)

He commandeered his Chartered Accountant, S. Gu-
rumurthy, a senior RSS functionary, to write a rejoinder 
to my editorial. My “balanced” approach to Meenak-
shipuram, it transpired, was misplaced.

It was now Nihal’s turn to face the music. The piece, 
authored by Gurumurthy, arrived at his desk in New 
Delhi. His job as Editor was on the line. What should he 
do? But Nihal did what he had learnt in The Statesman. 
In a newspaper, the prerogative for taking editorial deci-
sion rests with the editor. He consigned the article to the 
waste paper basket. Ramnath Goenka too was a larger 
than life publisher. 

He allowed his Editor’s line to prevail. But separation 
was clearly on the cards; they belonged to different cul-
tures.

So did S. Mulgaonkar “apparently” belong to another 
culture, but he was both a craftier man and a finer writer. 
In the projection of his image, Mulgaonkar was exactly 
Nihal’s opposite. Never having been to school, Mul-
gaonkar cultivated all the airs of English aristocracy. He 
was adept at bridge, horse racing, angling, and, believe it 

or not, keeping Oxford and Cambridge cricket scores. He 
was a gourmet cook, a fad for which he cultivated junior 
French diplomats as sources for herbs and white wine. 
All of this impressed the Marwari in Ramnath Goenka. 
Once an editor, devoted to the amber stuff, looked at his 
watch and dropped an obvious hint: “I suppose I will 
not get a drink here.” Pat came the reply from Goenka, “I 
keep, but only for English people.”

Nihal had no aristocratic pretenses of a Mulgaonkar. 
He was content with his buffalo undercut, marinated in 
garlic and pepper, roast potatoes and Dujon mustard on 
the side. 

He called it beef fillet. The Dujon, rather than English 
mustard, was in deference to his warm hearted Dutch 
wife, Ge. He had first come to know her when she was 
a young KLM hostess. I remember him flaunt his Euro-
pean affiliation before friends in London: “I prefer the 
continent,” he would say with a sort of flat, ineffective 
pomp.

His understanding of politics and International af-
fairs was uncomplicated. He made up in clarity what he 
lacked in deep insight. He was, by habit, a perfect gentle-
man.

It was a mistake, I believe, for both Pran Chopra and 
Nihal Singh to be parked respectively in Kolkata as edi-
tors of The Statesman. The only Punjabi that Bengal has 
ever tolerated was K.L. Sehgal in New Theatre cinema. 
This elicited no more than a smile from Nihal.

(Saeed Naqvi is a commentator on political and 
diplomatic affairs. The views expressed are personal. He 

can be reached on saeednaqvi@hotmail.com)

C
an one do evil without being 
evil? This was the puzzling ques-
tion that the philosopher Han-
nah Arendt grappled with when 
she reported for The New Yorker 

in 1961 on the war crimes trial of Adolph 
Eichmann, the Nazi operative responsible 
for organising the transportation of millions 
of Jews and others to various concentration 
camps in support of the Nazi’s Final Solution.

Arendt found Eichmann an ordinary, 
rather bland, bureaucrat, who in her words, 
was ‘neither perverted nor sadistic’, but ‘terri-
fyingly normal’. He acted without any motive 
other than to diligently advance his career in 
the Nazi bureaucracy. Eichmann was not an 
amoral monster, she concluded in her study 
of the case, Eichmann in Jerusalem: A Report 
on the Banality of Evil (1963). Instead, he per-
formed evil deeds without evil intentions, a 
fact connected to his ‘thoughtlessness’, a dis-
engagement from the reality of his evil acts. 
Eichmann ‘never realised what he was doing’ 
due to an ‘inability… to think from the stand-
point of somebody else’. Lacking this particu-
lar cognitive ability, he ‘commit[ted] crimes 
under circumstances that made it well-nigh 
impossible for him to know or to feel that he 
[was] doing wrong’. 

Arendt dubbed these collective charac-
teristics of Eichmann ‘the banality of evil’: he 
was not inherently evil, but merely shallow 
and clueless, a ‘joiner’, in the words of one 
contemporary interpreter of Arendt’s thesis: 
he was a man who drifted into the Nazi Party, 
in search of purpose and direction, not out 
of deep ideological belief. In Arendt’s telling, 
Eichmann reminds us of the protagonist in 
Albert Camus’s novel The Stranger (1942), 
who randomly and casually kills a man, but 
then afterwards feels no remorse. There was 
no particular intention or obvious evil mo-
tive: the deed just ‘happened’.

This wasn’t Arendt’s first, somewhat su-
perficial impression of Eichmann. Even 10 
years after his trial in Israel, she wrote in 1971:

I was struck by the manifest shallowness 
in the doer [ie Eichmann] which made it im-
possible to trace the uncontestable evil of his 
deeds to any deeper level of roots or motives. 
The deeds were monstrous, but the doer – at 
least the very effective one now on trial – was 
quite ordinary, commonplace, and neither 
demonic nor monstrous.

The banality-of-evil thesis was a flash-
point for controversy. To Arendt’s critics, it 
seemed absolutely inexplicable that Eich-
mann could have played a key role in the 
Nazi genocide yet have no evil intentions. 
Gershom Scholem, a fellow philosopher (and 
theologian), wrote to Arendt in 1963 that her 
banality-of-evil thesis was merely a slogan 

that ‘does not impress me, certainly, as the 
product of profound analysis’. Mary McCa-
rthy, a novelist and good friend of Arendt, 
voiced sheer incomprehension: ‘[I]t seems to 
me that what you are saying is that Eichmann 
lacks an inherent human quality: the capac-
ity for thought, consciousness – conscience. 
But then isn’t he a monster simply?’

The controversy continues to the present 
day. The philosopher Alan Wolfe, in Political 
Evil: What It Is and How to Combat It (2011), 
criticised Arendt for ‘psychologising’ – that is, 
avoiding – the issue of evil as evil by defining 
it in the limited context of Eichmann’s hum-
drum existence. Wolfe argued that Arendt 
concentrated too much on who Eichmann 
was, rather than what Eichmann did. For 
Arendt’s critics, this focus on Eichmann’s in-
significant, banal life seemed to be an ‘absurd 
digression’ from his evil deeds.

Other recent critics have documented 
Arendt’s historical errors, which led her to 
miss a deeper evil in Eichmann, when she 
claimed that his evil was ‘thought-defying’, as 
Arendt wrote to the philosopher Karl Jaspers 
three years after the trial. The historian Deb-
orah Lipstadt, the defendant in David Irving’s 
Holocaust-denial libel trial, decided in 2000, 
cites documentation released by the Israeli 
government for use in the legal proceeding. 
It proves, Lipstadt asserts in The Eichmann 

Trial (2011), that Arendt’s use of the term ‘ba-
nal’ was flawed:

The memoir [by Eichmann] released by 
Israel for use in my trial reveals the degree to 
which Arendt was wrong about Eichmann. It 
is permeated with expressions of Nazi ideol-
ogy… [Eichmann] accepted and espoused 
the idea of racial purity.

Lipstadt further argues that Arendt failed 
to explain why Eichmann and his associates 
would have attempted to destroy evidence of 
their war crimes, if he was indeed unaware of 
his wrongdoing.

In Eichmann Before Jerusalem (2014), the 
German historian Bettina Stangneth reveals 
another side to him besides the banal, seem-
ingly apolitical man, who was just acting like 
any other ‘ordinary’ career-oriented bureau-
crat. Drawing on audiotapes of interviews 
with Eichmann by the Nazi journalist William 
Sassen, Stangneth shows Eichmann as a self-
avowed, aggressive Nazi ideologue strongly 
committed to Nazi beliefs, who showed no 
remorse or guilt for his role in the Final So-
lution – a radically evil Third Reich operative 
living inside the deceptively normal shell of 
a bland bureaucrat. Far from being ‘thought-
less’, Eichmann had plenty of thoughts – 
thoughts of genocide, carried out on behalf 
of his beloved Nazi Party. On the tapes, Eich-
mann admitted to a sort of Jekyll-and-Hyde 

dualism:
I, ‘[t]he cautious bureaucrat,’ that was me, 

yes indeed. But … this cautious bureaucrat 
was attended by a … a fanatical [Nazi] war-
rior, fighting for the freedom of my blood, 
which is my birthright…

Arendt completely missed this radically 
evil side of Eichmann when she wrote 10 
years after the trial that there was ‘no sign 
in him of firm ideological convictions or of 
specific evil motives’. This only underscores 
the banality – and falsity – of the banality-
of-evil thesis. And though Arendt never said 
that Eichmann was just an innocent ‘cog’ in 
the Nazi bureaucracy, nor defended Eich-
mann as ‘just following orders’ – both com-
mon misunderstandings of her findings on 
Eichmann – her critics, including Wolfe and 
Lipstadt, remain unsatisfied.

So what should we conclude about 
Arendt’s claim that Eichmann (as well as oth-
er Germans) did evil without being evil?

The question is a puzzle because Arendt 
missed an opportunity to investigate the 
larger meaning of Eichmann’s particular evil 
by not expanding her study of him into a 
broader study of evil’s nature. In The Origins 
of Totalitarianism (1951), published well be-
fore the Eichmann trial, Arendt said:

It is inherent in our entire [Western] phil-
osophical tradition that we cannot conceive 

of a ‘radical evil’…
Instead of using the Eichmann case as a 

way forward to advance the tradition’s un-
derstanding of radical evil, Arendt decided 
that his evil was banal, that is, ‘thought-defy-
ing’. By taking a narrow legalistic, formalistic 
approach to the trial – she emphasised that 
there were no deeper issues at stake beyond 
the legal facts of Eichmann’s guilt or inno-
cence – Arendt automatically set herself up 
for failure as to the deeper why of Eichmann’s 
evil.

Yet in her writings before Eichmann in 
Jerusalem, she actually took an opposite po-
sition. In The Origins of Totalitarianism, she 
argued that the evil of the Nazis was abso-
lute and inhuman, not shallow and incom-
prehensible, the metaphorical embodiment 
of hell itself: ‘[T]he reality of concentration 
camps resembles nothing so much as medi-
eval pictures of Hell.’

By declaring in her pre-Eichmann trial 
writings that absolute evil, exemplified by 
the Nazis, was driven by an audacious, mon-
strous intention to abolish humanity itself, 
Arendt was echoing the spirit of philosophers 
such as F W J Schelling and Plato, who did 
not shy away from investigating the deeper, 
more demonic aspects of evil. But this view 
changed when Arendt met Eichmann, whose 
bureaucratic emptiness suggested no such 
diabolical profundity, but only prosaic ca-
reerism and the ‘inability to think’. At that 
point, her earlier imaginative thinking about 
moral evil was distracted, and the ‘banality of 
evil’ slogan was born. Moreover, Arendt died 
in 1975: perhaps if she had lived longer she 
could have clarified the puzzles surround-
ing the banality-of-evil thesis, which still 
confound critics to this day. But this we shall 
never know.

Thus we are left with her original thesis as 
it stands. What is the basic confusion behind 
it? Arendt never did reconcile her impres-
sions of Eichmann’s bureaucratic banality 
with her earlier searing awareness of the evil, 
inhuman acts of the Third Reich. She saw the 
ordinary-looking functionary, but not the 
ideologically evil warrior. How Eichmann’s 
humdrum life could co-exist with that ‘other’ 
monstrous evil puzzled her. Nevertheless, 
Arendt never downplayed Eichmann’s guilt, 
repeatedly described him as a war criminal, 
and concurred with his death sentence as 
handed down by the Israeli court. Though 
Eichmann’s motives were, for her, obscure 
and thought-defying, his genocidal acts were 
not. In the final analysis, Arendt did see the 
true horror of Eichmann’s evil.

Thomas White is a Wiley Journal con-
tributing author, whose philosophical and 

theological writings have appeared in print 
and online.
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New Delhi, April 23 (IANS): 
In a setback to the opposi-
tion, the impeachment 
motion against Chief Jus-
tice Dipak Misra was on 
Monday rejected by Ra-
jya Sabha Chairman M. 
Venkaiah Naidu on the 
ground that there was lack 
of “credible and verifiable” 
information on charges 
of “misbehaviour” which 
undermined judiciary’s 
independence.

“... we cannot allow any 
of our pillars of governance 
to be weakened by any 
thought, word or action,” 
he said in a 10-page order, 
holding that admission 
of the notice was “neither 
desirable nor proper”.

“I am also aware that 
it is imperative that we 
should have extraordinary, 
important and substantial 
grounds for the removal 
of a judge,” he said in the 
order after holding legal 
consultations on Sunday. 

The Chairman’s ruling 
came before proceedings 
opened in the Supreme 
Court on Monday appar-
ently to enable the Chief 
Justice to continue his 
work uninterrupted.

On April 20, 64 mem-
bers of the Rajya Sabha 
submitted a motion to 
Naidu alleging five charges 
of “misbehaviour” against 
the CJI including conspir-
acy to pay illegal gratifica-
tion in a case relating to an 
educational trust and the 

Beijing, April 23 (PTI): 
China today said Presi-
dent Xi Jinping and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
will discuss the threat 
of rising protectionism 
and the “unprecedented” 
changes in the world in 
the past 100 years at their 
informal summit at Wu-
han this week and the 
world will hear “very posi-
tive voices”.

External Affairs Minis-
ter Sushma Swaraj and her 
Chinese counterpart Wang 
Yi yesterday announced 
that Modi and Xi will meet 
in the central Chinese city 
of Wuhan on April 27-28 to 
improve bilateral relations 
and discuss global issues.

During the meeting, 
the two leaders will dis-
cuss the changes that have 
taken place and which 
are unprecedented in the 
past 100 years to exchange 
views on the strategic over- 
arching long term issues 
concerning over bilateral 
ties. relationship, Chinese 
foreign ministry spokes-
man Lu Kang said.

This will bring positive 
influence to regional and 
world peace, stability and 
development and bring 
more benefits to the peo-
ple of both countries, Lu 
said.

As to the background 
against which this meet-
ing will be held, Lu said, “I 
believe you are also clear 
that the world is now faced 
with rampant unilateral-
ism as well as the rising 

alleged violation of code 
of conduct for judges by 
presiding over every bench 
that heard the case and 
passed orders.

“I  have also gone 
through the comments 
made by former Attorney 
General, constitutional 
experts and editors of 
prominent newspapers 
which are unequivocal and 
nearly unanimous that 
the present notice of mo-
tion before me is not a fir 
case for removal of judges,” 
Naidu said in his order.

“I have considered each 

of the allegations individu-
ally as well as collectively in 
the light of annexures an-
nexed to the notice of the 
motion but also in the light 
of cogent, relevant mate-
rial available in the form of 
judicial orders passed the 
apex court of the country. 
Based on all this, I have 
come to the conclusion 
that this motion does not 
deserve to be admitted.”

The Chairman held 
that since the notice was 
signed by 64 members, it 
met the requirement of 
Section 3(1)(b) of the Judg-

Kolkata, April 23 (IANS:) 
Widespread violence and 
clashes between rival po-
litical groups claimed one 
life while a Congress leg-
islator was among a large 
number of people injured 
on the extended date of 
filing nominations for the 
West Bengal Panchayat 
polls on Monday.

Acting on a Calcutta 
High Court order, the 
State Election Commis-
sion extended the last day 
of filing nomination for 
the state rural election to 
Monday between 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.

A number of persons 
were injured in the clash-
es that broke out in vari-
ous districts, with Birb-
hum and Murshidabad 
being the most volatile.

One person was alleg-
edly shot dead in Birb-
hum’s Suri during a clash 
between activists of the 
ruling Trinamool Con-
gress and the opposition 
Bharatiya Janata Party, 
while Congress lawmaker 
Manoj Chakraborty was 
beaten up with bamboo 
poles outside the Block 
Development Officer’s 
office in Baharampur of 
Murshidabad district.

A tug of war broke out 
between the Trinamool 
and the BJP over the po-
litical identity of Sheikha 
Dildar, who was found 
lifeless on the road some 
distance away from the 
BDO office in Suri.

While the state BJP 

leadership claimed that 
deceased was a member 
of their party’s district mi-
nority cell and was killed 
by assailants owing loyalty 
to Trinamool, the ruling 
party’s district president 
Anubrata Mondal said the 
deceased and his family 
members were Trinamool 
workers.

In Baharampur, Con-
gress workers obstructed 
National highway 34 and 
lifted the blockade only 
after an assurance from 
the administration of 
steps to ensure its candi-
dates could file nomina-
tions.

In the morning, Con-
gress leader and former 
Un i o n  Mi n i s t e r  Ab u 
Hasem Khan Chowd-
hury’s car was allegedly 
attacked with bricks and 
crude bombs outside the 
party’s office in Murshi-
adabad district’s Sham-
shergunj.

“As many as eight 
bombs were hurled at my 
vehicle outside the party 
office. The car has been 
damaged and two of my 
associates got injured,” 
Abu Hasem said.

Meanwhile, clashes 
were witnessed elsewhere 
in the districts of Bankura, 
Hoogly, East Midnapore 
and South 24 Parganas 
over the filing of nomina-
tions.

State opposition par-
ties accused Trinamool of 
attacking and terrorising 
their prospective candi-

dates and not letting them 
near the BDO offices to 
submit the papers.

State Congress presi-
dent Adhir Chowdhury 
wrote to the SEC inform-
ing him about the hostile 
situation along with a list 
of complaints and pho-
tographs of violence and 
urged the panel to ensure 
appropriate steps.

Communist Party of 
India-Marxist (CPI-M) 
State Secretary Surjya 
Kanta Mishra claimed 
the attacks showed there 
was no law and order in 
Bengal.

Incidents of violence 
were also reported from 
South 24 Pargana district’s 
Diamond Harbour, Budge 
Budge and Nodakhali 
where the CPI-M accused 
“gun-toting goons” of Tri-
namool of surrounding 
the local BDO offices and 
beating up their activists.

Denying all allegations 
of the opposition parties, 
the Trinamool accused 
them of enacting drama 
to scuttle the election 
process. “They know that 
people are not with them. 
So they are enacting dra-
ma to jeopardise the poll”.

The opposition BJP, 
CPI-M, Congress and PDS 
had moved the court, 
accusing Trinamool of 
unleashing massive pre-
poll violence against their 
party workers to prevent 
them from filing nomina-
tions ever since the poll 
process began on April 2.

Ahmedabad, April: 23 
(PTI): Amreli Superin-
tendent of Police (SP) 
Jagdish Patel has been 
detained by the Gujarat 
CID-Crime for question-
ing for his alleged role in 
extorting bitcoins and 
cash from a builder, an 
official said today.

Jagdish Patel was taken 
into custody from his resi-
dence in Amreli district last 
night and brought to Gan-
dhinagar by CID-Crime, 
which is probing the case, 
he said.

Besides Anant Patel, 
nine other policemen and 
a middleman from Amreli 
had been made accused in 
the case. Notably, Jagdish 
Patel’s name does not fig-
ure in the FIR. 

On April 8, the CID-
Crime registered a case 
against Anant Patel and 
others for allegedly kidnap-
ping Bhatt and extorting 
bitcoins, a popular crypto-
currency, and some cash 
from him.

Bitcoin is a type of dig-
ital money that is issued 
and normally controlled 
by its developers and used 
and accepted among the 
members of the virtual 
community.

The Centre has said 
it does not recognise bit-
coin or any other crypto-
currency as legal tender in 
India.

Hazaribag (Jharkhand), 
April 23 (PTI): Two days af-
ter quitting the BJP, former 
union minister Yashwant 
Sinha has alleged that the 
situation during the last 
four years of the Naren-
dra Modi government was 
“worse than Emergency”. 

Sinha, who resigned 
from the BJP and taken 
‘sanyas’ (retirement) from 
party politics on April 21, 
has also claimed that the 
people in the country were 
feeling insecure due to the 
actions of the Modi govern-
ment, which, he said, has 
“destroyed the temple of 
democracy”. 

Talking to reporters 
yesterday at his home, 
about 8 km from here, Sin-
ha said that his resignation 
had nothing to do with the 
birthday of his son Union 
Minister Jayant Sinha. 

He said it was just a 
mere coincidence that his 
son’s birthday was on the 
same day he had resigned 
from the BJP. 

“The situation created 
by the Modi government is 
even worse than the Emer-
gency proclaimed by Indira 
Gandhi,” Sinha alleged, 
adding that no community 
was feeling secure due to 
the actions of the present 
government at the Centre.

Referring to the wash-
out of the Budget session 
of Parliament, he claimed 
that it was the Modi gov-
ernment which did not 
want it to function smooth-
ly as it did not want to face 

New Delhi, April 23 (IANS): Dubbing 
Congress President Rahul Gandhi a 
“failed leader”, the BJP on Monday 
said that the “impeachment” of the 
opposition party began with the 
2014 elections and will end with the 
Karnataka Assembly elections.

The ruling party also said that 
the BJP-Congress fight was all about 
“democracy vs dynasty” and that 
in the end democracy will triumph 
and the dynasty fail.

“It is time to impeach the Con-
gress... the people started the im-
peachment process against the 
Congress in 2014 (general elections) 
which will be completed with the 
Karnataka results,” Bharatiya Janata 
Party Spokesperson Sambit Patra 
told the media here.

Patra’s remarks came on a day 
Rajya Sabha Chairman M. Venkaiah 
Naidu rejected the impeachment 
motion submitted by 64 Rajya 
Sabha MPs for the removal of Chief 
Justice of India Dipak Misra.

Earlier in the day, Rahul Gandhi 
attacked Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and the BJP while addressing 
a gathering at the party’s “Save the 
Constitution” campaign held at the 

Talkatora Stadium.
As for Rahul Gandhi blaming the 

Modi government for “crushing” 
and “suppressing” the Supreme 
Court and asserting that his party 
will not allow the derailment of 
institutions created by the Consti-
tution, Patra said: “Rahul Gandhi is 
a failed politician. He cannot con-
vince the country’s people about his 
politics. That is why he has stooped 
to undermining national institu-
tions in desperation.” 

“Rahul Gandhi’s anger and frus-
tration is because he realises that 
dynasty is on its way out. The Con-
gress does not believe in any con-
stitutional provisions. They (Con-
gress leaders) have not spared any 
institution. They do not trust any 
constitutional institution,” he said.

Referring to the Supreme Court 
observation while dealing with the 
demand for a SIT probe into CBI 
court Judge B.H. Loya’s death, the 
BJP leader said: “The apex court 
said do not drag your political bat-
tle into the court. Fight it within 
people’s court. Rahul ji, you are a 
failed leader because you cannot 
fight political battles on the streets. 

You cannot convince the people. 
That is why you are pointing fingers 
towards institutions. This fight is of 
democracy vs dynasty. Remember, 
democracy always wins.” 

Patra also claimed that the Gan-
dhi-Nehru family always harboured 
a sense of entitlement. 

As for the Congress “Save the 
Constitution” campaign, he said: 
“It (campaign) was not to save the 
Constitution and democracy but to 
save Rahul’s career. There is a sense 
of no confidence against Rahul even 
within the Congress.”

Taking a dig at the Congress 
chief’s remarks on getting an op-
portunity to speak on the Rafale 
fighter jets deal in Parliament, Patra 
said: “Someone who can’t write 
two lines without looking at the 
mobile phone wants to speak for 
15 minutes. Why didn’t he speak 
today? The whole media was there 
to listen. Don’t threaten us and don’t 
try to confuse the people.” 

He also sought Rahul Gandhi’s 
apology for “denigrating” the con-
tribution of B.R. Ambedkar in the 
making of independent India’s 
Constitution.

New Delhi, April 23 (PTI): The Delhi 
High Court asked the Centre today if 
it had done any research or scientific 
assessment before coming out with 
an ordinance to award death penalty 
for rape of girls below the age of 12.

The high court was dealing with 
an old PIL that challenged the Crimi-
nal Law (Amendment) Act of 2013, in 
which a penal provision -- minimum 
of seven years of jail term -- for a rape 
convict was included and the court’s 
discretion to award less than that was 
taken away.

“Did you carry out any study, any 
scientific assessment that death pen-
alty is a deterrent to rape? Have you 
thought of the consequences to the 
victim? How many offenders would 
allow their victims to survive now 
that rape and murder have the same 
punishment,” a bench of Acting Chief 
Justice Gita Mittal and Justice C Hari 
Shankar asked the government.

The Union Cabinet, two days ago, 
cleared the Criminal Law (Amend-
ment) Ordinance 2018, which pro-

poses stringent punishments, rang-
ing from a minimum of 20 years to life 
term or death, for rape of girls under 
the age of 12 years.

If the victim is less than 16 years 
and more than 12 years, the ordi-
nance has increased the minimum 
punishment from 10 years to 20 
years and the maximum has been set 
at imprisonment for the rest of the 
convict’s life. The Centre’s decision 
came in the wake of a nationwide 
outrage over cases of sexual assault 
and murder of minors in Kathua in 
Jammu and Kashmir and Surat in 
Gujarat, and the rape of a girl in Un-
nao in Uttar Pradesh.

The high court today said the 
government was “not even looking at 
the root cause” or “educating people” 
as the offenders are often found to 
be below the age of 18 years and in 
majority of the cases, the perpetrator 
is someone from the family or known 
to them.

It further questioned whether 
any victims were asked what they 

want before coming out with the 
ordinance.

The observations came after the 
bench was informed about the recent 
ordinance during the hearing of a 
PIL which seeks to strike down the 
amendments made in the rape law 
after the December 16, 2012 gangrape 
of a 23-year-old women in the na-
tional capital.

The plea by academician Madhu 
Purnima Kishwar has claimed that 
the amendments to the law related 
to sexual offences is being abused in 
practice. Under the new ordinance, 
minimum punishment in case of 
rape of women has been increased 
from rigorous imprisonment of seven 
years to 10 years, extendable to life 
imprisonment.

President Ram Nath Kovind has 
approved the ordinance for changes 
in the Indian Penal Code (IPC), the 
Evidence Act, the Code of Criminal 
Procedure (CrPC) and the Protection 
of Children from Sexual Offences 
(POCSO) Act.

the no confidence motion 
despite the opposition de-
mand. 

The former external af-
fairs minister pointed out 
that former prime minister 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee had 
not hesitated to table no 
confidence motion in 1998 
when his government had 
fallen by just one vote. 

But the present gov-
ernment did not care to 
maintain the sanctity of 
Parliament, Sinha alleged 
and expressed concern 
over what he called as the 
government’s approach to 
control the Supreme Court, 
the Election Commission 
and gagging of the press. 

He said this was the 
reason why he took the 
responsibility of protecting 
democracy, and described 
as ‘unprecedented’ the im-
peachment notice against 
the CJI challenging his style 
of functioning.

Sinha also questioned 
the use of agencies such as 
CBI, NIA, ED and Income 
Tax by the government for 
“harassing and gagging 
opposition leaders”. 

Asked what he would 
do after quitting the BJP, 
Sinha said he will contin-
ue his fight for protecting 
the cause of the distressed 
farmers, workers of the 
unorganised sector, youth, 
students and weaker sec-
tion of society by address-
ing meetings throughout 
the country. 

Alleging that there is no 
inner democracy in the BJP, 
he said, “Leaders will speak 
and the cadres will remain 
silent as they have no guts 
to raise their voices”. 

Without naming any-
one, he said that a large 
number of people were 
backing him and support-
ing his fight for saving de-
mocracy in the country.

es Inquiry Act for moving a 
motion.

At the stage of admis-
sion, Naidu said he had to 
apply a test that if every 
statement stated in the 
petition was believed to be 
true, would it still amount 
to a case of “proved misbe-
haviour”.

Naidu said that since 
the notice of motion was 
against the CJI, it was not 
feasible to consult or seek 
his advise. He consulted 
legal luminaries, constitu-
tional experts and former 
Secretary Generals of both 
the houses, former law 
officers, Law Commission 
members and eminent 
jurists.

The Chairman referred 
to expressions “proved 
misbehaviour” and “inca-
pacity” used in Article 124 
(4) of the Constitution and 
said proved misbehaviour 
was an expression clearly 
distinguishable from mis-
conduct as was apparent 
from the language of Arti-
cle 124.

“The intent, grav-
ity and onus are of a much 
higher degree. The prefix 
‘proved’ places an obliga-
tion of actually proving the 
misbehaviour before the 
parliamentary procedure 
for removal of a judge can 
come into play,” he said.

Naidu said the MPs 
who presented the peti-
tion were unsure of their 
own case. Page one of the 

petition used phrases such 
as “the facts and circum-
stances relating to Prasad 
Education Trust case saw 
prima facie evidence sug-
gesting that the CJI ‘may 
have been’ involved in a 
conspiracy of paying illegal 
gratification...”

The motion also said 
that the CJI was “likely to 
fall” within the scope of in-
vestigation and that he “ap-
pears to have” anti-dated 
an administrative order.

“I am mentioning this 
fact because the phrases 
used by MPs themselves 
indicate a mere suspicion, 
a conjecture of an assump-
tion. The same does not 
constitute prove ‘beyond 
reasonable doubt’, which is 
required to make out a case 
of ‘proved misbehaviour’ 
under Article 124 (4). Con-
versations between third 
parties with dubious cre-
dentials, which have been 
extensively relied upon, 
cannot themselves consti-
tute any material evidence 
material against the holder 
of the office of the CJI,” the 
order said.

Dealing with the al-
legations against the CJI 
of misusing his position 
as the master of roster, 
Naidu referred to a ruling 
of the Constitution bench 
of the Supreme Court in 
November 2017 that the 
CJI had a prerogative to 
constitute benches and 
allocate cases.

protectionism in the proc-
ess of globalisation. All 
these new trends in the 
world have to be closely 
followed and debated. 

At Wuhan, the two 
leaders will “exchange 
views on overarching long-
term strategic issues as 
well as the latest trends of 
the world so that the world 
will develop in a more sta-
ble way,” Lu said.

All these new trends 
in the world have been 
closely followed and de-
bated, Lu said in appar-
ent reference to a host of 
measures initiated by US 
President Donald Trump 
in his ‘America First’ policy 

leading to a lot of protec-
tionist measures including 
the current trade spate be-
tween the China and US.

Lu was responding to 
question whether there 
will be a joint message re-
lated to trade and protec-
tionism specially against 
US unilateral protection-
ism after the meeting be-
tween Modi and Xi.

To a specific question 
whether there would be 
a joint message related to 
trade and protectionism 
especially against US uni-
lateral protectionism, he 
said while he cannot make 
any prejudgement ahead 
of the meeting, “it is sure 

that the two leaders will 
exchange views on these 
issues but I believe you will 
see and hear very positive 
voices”.

At the recently-held 
Strategic Economic Di-
alogue (SED) India and 
China displayed wider 
convergence on threats 
to globalisation and rising 
protectionism.

NITI Aayog Vice Chair-
man Rajiv Kumar had said 
in his address to the fifth 
India-China Strategic Eco-
nomic Dialogue (SED) 
here on April 14 that the 
world economy is staging 
a synchronised recovery 
after a long time.



Yerevan, April 23 (PTI/AFP): Arme-
nia’s Prime Minister Serzh Sarkisian 
resigned today after mass protests 
against his election, seen as a blatant 
power grab by the opposition.

“I am leaving the post of the coun-
try’s leader,” Sarkisian was quoted 
as saying in a statement by his press 
service, just days after he took office.

“Nikol Pashinyan was right,” he 
said referring to the leader of the pro-
tests. “I was wrong.” After serving for 
a decade as president, Sarkisian was 
last week elected prime minister by 
lawmakers in a move the opposition 
said was designed to extend his rule 
under a new parliamentary system 
of government.

Constitutional amendments 
approved in 2015 transferred power 
from the presidency to the premier-
ship.

Sarkisian, a shrewd former mili-
tary officer, was first elected president 
of the impoverished, Moscow-allied 
country in 2008.

After the 2008 vote, 10 people 
died in clashes between police and 
supporters of the defeated opposition 
candidate.

He was re-elected in 2013, with 
his second and final term ending 
April 9.

Earlier Monday, protest leader 
Pashinyan was freed after police de-
tained him Sunday following failed 
talks with Sarkisian.

“So has everyone now under-
stood that we have won?” Pashinyan 
told supporters shortly after his re-
lease in the capital Yerevan and before 
Sarkisian resigned.

Flag-waving supporters cheered 
the 42-year-old opposition MP and 

some kissed and hugged him.
An AFP reporter saw people open-

ing a champagne bottle and handing 
Pashinyan a glass on the 11th day of 
demonstrations in the country of 2.9 
million people.

Prosecutors had said that Pashin-
yan and two other opposition politi-
cians “were detained as they were 
committing socially dangerous acts”.

Protesters had denounced Sarki-
sian and called on the 63-year-old to 
stand down.

Sarkisian had earlier refused to 
go and on Sunday stormed out of tel-
evised talks with Pashinyan, accusing 
him of “blackmail”.

Earlier Monday, groups of young 
men briefly blocked roads in Yer-
evan and hundreds of students 
marched arm-in-arm holding Ar-
menian flags.

A group of serving soldiers joined 
the protests while the country’s de-
fence ministry threatened to take 
“serious measures” against them.

“We condemn the participation 
of a group of servicemen from the 
peacekeeping brigade of the Arme-
nian armed forces who, violating the 
law, took part in an organised rally,” 
the defence ministry said.

A number of uniformed former 
soldiers and veterans who fought in 
Nagorny Karabakh -- a breakaway 
region seized by Armenian separa-
tists at the end of the Soviet era -- also 
marched with the protesters.

Tens of thousands had rallied in 
Yerevan over the weekend against 
pro-Kremlin Sarkisian.

In Moscow, President Vladimir 
Putin’s spokesman said Russia was 
carefully watching events in Armenia, 

which has retained close ties to its 
former Soviet master.

“We are very attentively observ-
ing what is happening in Armenia,” 
Putin’s spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
told journalists, calling the South 
Caucasus country “extremely impor-
tant” for Russia. Peskov dismissed a 
question on whether Russia would 
interfere in the crisis, which he called 
“exclusively an internal affair”, as “ab-
solutely inappropriate.” 

Armenian Defence Minister Vi-
gen Sarkisian (no relation to Serzh 
Sarkisian) warned that his country’s 
foe Azerbaijan was gaining from the 
unrest.

“The enemy is looking at events 
in our country. Instability inside our 
country opens a road for them to take 
action. We need to tell society about 
this,” the minister told reporters.

He added the army could only 
become involved in the crisis if a state 
of emergency was declared, which 
he hopes will not happen “for years 
to come”.

“I think we have not crossed 
any red lines yet and dialogue can 
continue,” he said. “Dialogue is bet-
ter than any tension. I am opposed 
to Armenians coming out against 
Armenians.” 

Pashinyan, the leader of the Civil 
Contract Party, last week called for the 
“start of a peaceful velvet revolution.” 
Hundreds of people were detained 
at protest rallies across Yerevan on 
Sunday. 

Earlier Monday, Armenia’s In-
vestigative Committee said 26 had 
been detained on suspicion of “hoo-
liganism” and use of violence against 
police. 

Paris, April 23 (IANS): The French 
National Assembly has passed a 
tough immigration reform bill that 
shortens asylum application dead-
lines, doubles the time for which 
illegal migrants can be detained 
and introduces a one-year prison 
sentence for entering France illegally.

The bill was passed on Sunday by 
228 votes to 139, with 24 abstentions, 
after over 60 hours of debate and 
hundreds of amendments, the BBC 
reported on Monday.

President Emmanuel Macron’s 
governing centrist party La Répub-
lique en Marche said the bill will 
speed up the process of claiming 
asylum. But opposition figures and 
human rights groups said the meas-
ures go too far.

Only one member of Macron’s 
party, Jean-Michel Clément, voted 

against the legislation. “I am not sure 
we’re sending to world citizens the 
universal message that has always 
been ours,” he said after the vote. He 
later announced he was leaving the 
parliamentary group.

The main aim of the law is to cut 
the length of asylum applications 
and make the deportation system 
more efficient for those rejected, the 
report said. Refugees given asylum 
will be given greater help with inte-
gration and learning French.

One of the most significant 
changes is that failed asylum seekers 
awaiting deportation can be held for 
up to 90 days, double the existing pe-
riod of 45 days. The government had 
initially aimed for a 135-day period. 
Opponents protested to the reform, 
saying that that migrants were being 
treated like criminals. 

According to the bill, children can 
also be kept in detention with their 
families, although officials agreed to 
set up a working group to look into 
the issue.  Additionally, it reduces 
the time that asylum seekers have 
to submit their application from 120 
to 90 days and gives them only two 
weeks to appeal if rejected.

Human Rights Watch said short-
ening asylum application deadlines 
could negatively impact the “most 
vulnerable asylum seekers, who 
would be the ones most likely to miss 
the deadline”.

Left-wing parties said they were 
deeply opposed to the changes and 
the right-wing Republicans joined 
them. The far-right National Front 
backed some of the measures. The 
bill will now be debated in the Upper 
House, the Senate, in June.

Seoul, April 23 (PTI/AP): When North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un meets 
South Korean President Moon Jae-in 
on Friday the world will have a single 
overriding interest: How will they 
address North Korea’s decades-long 
pursuit of nuclear-armed missiles? 
Success, even a small one, on the nu-
clear front could mean a prolonged 
detente and smooth the path for a 
planned summit between Kim and 
President Donald Trump in May or 
June. Optimists hope that the two 
summits might even result in a grand 
nuclear bargain.

North Korea’s announcement on 
Saturday to suspend further nuclear 
and intercontinental ballistic mis-
sile tests and close its nuclear test 
site raised hopes in Washington and 
Seoul for a breakthrough in the up-
coming nuclear negotiations. How-
ever, the North’s statement stopped 
well-short of suggesting it has any 
intentions to give up its nukes or halt 
its production of missiles.

Failure to reach a nuclear agree-
ment would raise serious questions 
about the sincerity of Kim’s recent 
outreach to Seoul and Washington 
and rekindle the fears of war that 
spread across the Korean Peninsula 
last year.

Although North Korea has ex-
pressed a willingness to have “can-
did” talks with the United States 
about the denuclearization of the 
peninsula, there’s rampant skepti-
cism about whether Kim will give up 
his nukes.

Those weapons are the core of 
his authoritarian rule, a “powerful 
treasured sword” meant to neutralize 
U.S. nuclear threats. And the North’s 
call for “the denuclearization of the 
Korean Peninsula” has been linked 

to a demand for the withdrawal of 
the 28,500 U.S. troops in South Korea.

Kim suggested during a trip to 
Beijing in March that he prefers step-
by-step disarmament in return for 
corresponding concessions. That, 
critics say, could allow the North to 
covertly continue its weapons pro-
grams while winning badly needed 
aid, which occurred during now-dor-
mant six-nation nuclear talks from 
2003-2008. Analysts say it’s likely that 
Kim will make similar commitments 
during the inter-Korean summit as 
a way of reaching out to the United 
States. Go Myong-Hyun of the Seoul-
based Asan Institute for Policy Studies 
said Kim may also offer up a rough 
timetable for denuclearization.

North Korea argues that it needs 
its nukes because of the U.S. military 
presence in South Korea and annual 
U.S.-South Korean military exercises 
that the North claims are an invasion 
rehearsal.

During the two summits, Kim 
may demand a security guarantee 
for his government, the scrapping of 
what he calls U.S. hostility and the 
easing or lifting of international sanc-
tions on the North. The Kim-Trump 
meeting, not the Korean summit, 
will be the main venue for dealing 
with nukes because the United States 
must largely determine whether to 
accept the North’s demands.

Kim therefore has an interest in 
making his meeting with Moon a 
success, especially following recon-
ciliation in recent months that saw 
athletes from both countries parade 
together during the Pyeongchang 
Winter Olympics opening ceremony 
and South Korean pop stars perform 
in Pyongyang.

It’s much less clear how the Kim-

Trump meeting will go. Trump’s pick 
for secretary of state, Mike Pompeo, 
said recently that “no one is under 
any illusions that we will reach a 
comprehensive agreement.” Pompeo 
made a secret trip to meet with Kim 
and discuss the summit in recent 
weeks.

Trump seemed more optimistic 
after North Korea’s announcement 
on Saturday, to which he responded 
with a tweet saying, “This is very good 
news for North Korea and the World” 
and “big progress!” He added that 
he’s looking forward to his upcoming 
summit with Kim.

US officials have said they want 
complete, verifiable and irreversible 
disarmament by North Korea. Kim 
won’t likely accept that anytime soon 
because he’s closing in on his goal of 
developing nuclear missiles capable 
of striking the continental US after 
decades of struggle and sacrifice.

After his country’s most-power-
ful-to-date long-range missile test in 
November, Kim said the North had 
“finally realized the great historic 
cause of completing the state nu-
clear force.” Foreign experts, though, 
say the North still has a couple of 
technological barriers to overcome 
to build reliable intercontinental bal-
listic missiles. 

One disarmament step Kim 
might have in mind is to freeze or 
dismantle an ICBM program that 
poses a direct threat to the United 
States. Go said Kim could also of-
fer to allow international nuclear 
inspectors back into his country and 
promise to dismantle the North’s old 
plutonium-producing reactor at its 
main nuclear complex because it has 
a uranium-enrichment plant that can 
also manufacture bombs.

London, April 23 (PTI): It’s 
a boy! Prince William and 
wife Kate Middleton today 
welcomed a new prince, 
the fifth-in-line to Britain’s 
throne, as the Duchess of 
Cambridge gave birth at a 
central London hospital.

The baby was born at 
1101hrs local time, Ken-
sington Palace said in a 
statement. 

William, the 35-year-
old Duke of Cambridge, 
was present at the birth of 
his boy, who weighs 3.82 
kg. The palace added that 
the mother and baby are 
“doing well”.

“The Queen, The Duke 
of Edinburgh, The Prince 
of Wales, The Duchess of 
Cornwall, Prince Harry and 
members of both fami-
lies have been informed 
and are delighted with the 
news,” the statement said.

A notice has been 
placed on the forecourt of 
Buckingham Palace follow-
ing the announcement of 
the birth of The Duke and 
Duchess of Cambridge’s 
third child.

The practice of post-
ing a bulletin outside the 
Palace announcing a royal 
birth has gone on for at 
least as long as Bucking-
ham Palace has been the 
Sovereign’s official resi-
dence - since 1837.

A large Union Flag has 
been raised over Bucking-
ham Palace and a State 
Standard over Windsor 
Castle to mark the birth of 
The Duke and Duchess of 
Cambridge’s third child.

T h e  n e w  b a by  i s 
fifth-in-line to the British 
throne, behind his grandfa-
ther Prince Charles, father 

Prince William, brother 
Prince George, 4, and sister 
Princess Charlotte, 2.

The name of the new 
prince has not yet been 
announced. Favourites at 
the bookmakers include 
Arthur, Albert, Frederick, 
James and Philip, the BBC 
reported. Prime Minister 
Theresa May tweeted her 
“warmest congratulations” 
to William and Catherine.

She said: “I wish them 
great happiness for the 
future.” 

The Mayor of London, 
Sadiq Khan, also tweeted 
his “warmest congratula-
tions” on behalf of Lon-
doners.

“Congratulations to 
The Duke and Duchess 
of Cambridge on the safe 
delivery of their baby, a 
brother for Prince George 
and Princess Charlotte,” 
The Archbishop of Canter-
bury said.

“May God bless them 
and all of their children 
with love, happiness and 
health.” 

Champagne corks 

were popped and cheers 
rang out outside the Lindo 
Wing as the birth of the 
new Prince of Cambridge 
was announced at just after 
1pm, the report said. 

Earlier, the 36-year-old 
Duchess of Cambridge 
was today admitted to the 
Lindo Wing of St Mary’s 
Hospital in London, where 
both her previous pregnan-
cies George in 2013 and 
Charlotte in 2015 were also 
born. Senior royal doctors, 
consultant obstetrician 
Guy Thorpe-Beeston and 
consultant gynaecologist 
Alan Farthing, oversaw the 
birth.

The new child will push 
uncle Prince Harry one 
place down the line of suc-
cession to sixth. He will be 
the sixth great grandchild 
of Queen Elizabeth II, who 
celebrated her 92nd birth-
day on Saturday. 

A change in the law af-
ter William and Kate were 
married in April 2011 gave 
female heirs the same 
rights of accession to the 
throne in the UK as men.

Seoul, April 23 (IANS): 
South Korea announced on 
Monday that it has stopped 
propaganda broadcasts 
along the border with the 
North ahead of a historic 
leaders summit on Fri-
day, saying it was aimed at 
boosting the reconciliatory 
mood on the peninsula.

“The Ministry of Na-
tional Defence halted the 
loudspeaker broadcasts 
against North Korea in the 
vicinity of the military de-
marcation line (MDL),” it 
said in a statement.

It was aimed at “reduc-
ing military tensions be-
tween the South and North 
and creating the mood 
of peaceful talks” on the 
occasion of the summit 
talks, Yonhap News Agency 
quoted the statement as 
saying. 

The summit between 
North Korea’s Kim Jong-un 
and South Korean Presi-
dent Moon Jae-in is sched-
uled to take place at the 
truce village of Panmun-
jom.

According to the minis-
try, Monday’s move was in 
reply to Pyongyang’s peace 
gestures, including the 
weekend announcement 
of shutting down its nu-
clear test facilities, suspend 
nuclear tests and long-
range missile launches.
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People celebrate Armenian Prime Minister Serzh Sargsyan’s resignation in Republic Square in Yerevan, Armenia, Monday, April 23, 2018. Ar-
menian Prime Minister Serzh Sargsyan resigned unexpectedly on Monday to quell massive anti-government protests over what critics feared 
was his effort to seize power for life.  

AP/PTI

Britain’s Prince William waves as he leaves the Lindo wing at St Mary’s 
Hospital in London Monday, April 23, 2018. The Duchess of Cambridge 
gave birth Monday to a healthy baby boy. 

I was wrong — Armenia PM 
quits after mass protests

France’s National Assembly approves 
controversial immigration bill

World watching for signs of North 
Korea nuke deal at 2 summits

Prince William, Kate blessed with baby boy

Exhumation of Spain’s civil war victims begins
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along 
Pyongyang 
border 
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Madrid, April 23 (IANS): Experts on Mon-
day began the exhumation of four people 
who were killed in the Spanish Civil War 
and buried alongside thousands of other 
war dead in mass graves incorporated 
into a mausoleum that was built by former 
dictator Francisco Franco.

After years of legal challenges and 
disputes, the Spanish judiciary recently 

allowed the bodies of Manuel and Antonio 
Ramiro Lapena, Pedro Gil Calonge and 
Juan Gonzalez Moreno to be exhumed, 
after their families requested they be given 
access to the remains, reports Efe news.

Moreno and Calonge were killed in ac-
tion as they fought alongside fascist forces 
in the war and their bodies were also later 
transferred to the Valley.
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SC stays proceedings against Salman 
Khan over caste remarks
The Supreme Court on Monday put on hold the proceedings pending against Bol-
lywood superstar Salman Khan before several courts across the country in cases 
registered under the SC/ST Act for alleged derogatory remarks against a community. A 
bench of Chief Justice Deepak Misra, Justice A.M. Khanwilkar and Justice D.Y. Chan-
drachud also issued notice to states on the actor’s plea seeking quashing of several 
proceedings after complaints and FIRs were registered last year. The bench sought the 
state governments’ response by July 23, the next date of hearing. The actor has been 
accused of humiliating the Valmiki community by using an offensive word to describe 
them on a TV show while promoting his film “Tiger Zinda Hai”. (IANS)

R
apper Eminem has been sober for a dec-
ade. He celebrated it by proudly flaunting 
a coin that he received for achiev-
ing the milestone.

The 45-year-old rapper 
shared a photograph of the coin on 
Instagram on Saturday.

“Celebrated my 10 years,” the 
45-year-old rapper captioned the pho-
tograph, reports usmagazine.com. 

The coin, which is given to Alcohol-
ics Anonymous members when they 
have hit a milestone in their journey, 
featured a Roman numeral X on it along 
with the words “service”, “unity” and 
“recovery”.

Rapper Royce Da 5’9 took to Twitter to 
congratulate his mentor. “Happy so-
briety birthday to my mentor 
Eminem. Keep fighting 
the good fight homie. 
I love you for life,” 
he tweeted.

Eminem, 
whose real name is 
Marshall Mathers, 
had nearly died 
from an accidental 
overdose in 2007. 

He opened up 
about his history 
with addiction in an 
interview in 2015. “In 
2007, I overdosed on 
pills, and I went into the 
hospital,” he said at the 
time. 

“I was close to 230 
pounds. I’m not sure how 
I got so big, but I have 
ideas. The coating on the 
Vicodin and the Valium I’d 
been taking for years leaves 
a hole in your stomach, so 
to avoid a stomachache, 
I was constantly eating - 
and eating badly.”

IANS

Eminem 
celebrates 10 
years of sobriety

Shania Twain apologises after Trump comment

Matt LeBlanc’s gross moment on ‘Friends’

Kini Tour: Alobo covers 
WB and NE in first phase G

rammy award-
winning 
Canadian singer 
Shania Twain 
apologised after 

saying she would have voted 

for US President Donald 
Trump.

The singer on Sunday 
issued a statement to people.
com about her comments, 
saying: “I would like to apol-
ogise to anybody I have of-
fended in a recent interview 
with The Guardian relating 
to the American president.” 
The question caught her “off 
guard”.

“As a Canadian, I regret 
answering this unexpected 
question without giving my 
response more context. I am 
passionately against discrim-
ination of any kind and hope 
it’s clear from the choices I 
have made, and the people I 
stand with, that I do not hold 
any common moral beliefs 
with the current president.”

Twain continued: “I was 
trying to explain, in response 

to a question 
about the 

elec-
tion, 
that 

my limited understanding 
was that the president talked 
to a portion of America like 
an accessible person they 
could relate to, as he was not 
a politician.” 

She felt that her answer 
was “awkward, but certainly 
should not be taken as rep-
resentative of my values nor 
does it mean I endorse him”. 

“I make music to bring 
people together. My path will 
always be one of inclusivity, 
as my history shows.”

In the interview with The 
Guardian, the singer had 
revealed she would have 
voted for Trump in the 2016 
election, saying she appreci-
ates what she describes as 
the president’s - sometimes 
controversial - honesty. Fans 
quickly flocked to social 
media to react to the news. 
One of the Twitter users said: 
“Shania Twain would vote 
Trump. That don’t impress 
me much.”

IANS

“F
riends” star 
Matt LeBlanc 
says he once 
accidentally ate 
a plate of trifle 

that had been spat out by co-star 
David Schwimmer 

during 
filming 

for the 

show’s sixth season.
The 50-year-old recalled the 

incident when he appeared on 
“The Graham Norton Show”, 
reports dailymail.co.uk. 

It happened during filming 
of the scene which saw character 
Rachel Green unveil her dessert 
for Thanksgiving dinner. But due 
to the cookbook pages being 
stuck together, Rachel instead 
made a trifle-shepherd’s pie hy-
brid, which her friends are then 
forced to eat to spare her feelings.

LeBlanc told Norton that in 
reality the scene wasn’t as dis-
gusting as it was made out to be, 
as they were instead given just 
a plate of whipped cream and 
bananas.

Schwimmer was forced 
to eat an entire plate for the 

scene as his character Ross Gellar 
had to lie that he loved the dish 
to avoid hurting Rachel’s feelings.

As the director yelled cut, 
LeBlanc said Schwimmer had to 
spit out some of the dish as he 
was eating it too fast.

“As we were cutting, he kind 
of spits it back on his plate. And 
I’m looking the other way. I didn’t 
see him spit it back on the plate, 
so I take his plate and go ‘Give it 
to me,’ and scrape some on my 
plate,” LeBlanc said. 

He added: “And then we (start 
filming again), but now I’m eat-
ing it. We finished the take. No 
one said anything to me.” 

LeBlanc said that it wasn’t 
until the wrap party he realised 
the mistake. 

IANS

A
lobo Naga is cur-
rently doing the first 
phase of Kini tour, 
an album promo-
tional tour across the 

country. 
An update issued on April 

23 mentioned that Alobo Naga 
performed at Hi Spirits cafe & 
pub at Siliguri in West Bengal 
on April 20 and at Gangtok 
groove and Sikkim on April 21. 

Performing over 2 hours 
singing his hit songs and some 
fe popular songs, the whole 
crowd danced away the night 
to his music. 

Last week Kini tour reached 
Manipur covering 4 venues 
across Churachanpur, Ukhrul, 
Imphal and Senapati district. 

Alobo Naga is heading next 
to Bhutan as part of Kini tour at 
Mojo park in Timphu on April 
27 and the28. 

Fans from Nagaland can 
catch him live at Symphony 

café Kohima on May 4, the 
update mentioned.  

EMN

KG-2483
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Rajasthan Royals’s Krishappa Gowtham celebrating wining shot against Mumbai Indian’s in IPL 2018 at  
Sawai Mansingh Stadium in Jaipur on Sunday.

PTI

Napoli’s kaliodou Koulibaly, left, celebrates after he scored during a Serie A soccer match between Juventus 
and Napoli at the Allianz Stadium in Turin, Italy. 

AP/PTI
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Jaipur, April 23 (IANS):  K. 
Gowthams quickfire 33 not 
out off 11 deliveries helped 
Rajasthan Royals overcome 
Mumbai Indians by three 
wickets here on Sunday as 
they ended their two-match 
losing streak in the Indian 
Premier League (IPL).

In pursuit of Mumbai’s 
167/7, powered by half-cen-
turies from Suryakumar Yadav 
and Ishan Kishan, Rajasthan 
were in trouble having lost six 
wickets for 125 runs till 17.1 
overs. But 29-year-old Kar-
nataka bowling all-rounder 
Gowtham whacked four fours 
and two sixes to see Rajasthan 
overhaul Mumbai target with 
two deliveries to spare.

Earlier in the first innings, 
Yadav and Kishan put on an 
excellent batting display to 
add 129 runs between them 
off 82 deliveries coming to-
gether after the early depar-
ture of Mumbai opener Evin 
Lewis.

Yadav scored a whirlwind 
knock of 72 runs, smashing six 
boundaries and three hits into 
the stands during his 47-ball 
stay in the middle.

Kishan posted a steady 58 
off 42 balls which included 
four boundaries and three 
sixes.

For Rajasthan, young West 
Indies pacer Jofra Archer was 
the most successful bowler 
with figures of 3/22.

Fellow pacer Dhawal 
Kulkarni returned 2/32 while 
Jaidev Unadkat also got a 
wicket. 

Kulkarni struck the first 
blow for the hosts in the 
very first over when Lewis 
dragged an inside edge on to 
his stumps.

But that was the only bit of 
success Rajasthan managed 
as Yadav and Kishan took their 
bowlers to the cleaners.

However, while Yadav and 
Kishan laid the foundation for 
a big total in the vicinity of 200 
runs, the rest of the Mumbai 
batting line-up failed to pro-
vide the big final push. The 
Rajasthan bowlers did well to 
stage a strong comeback by 
picking up quick wickets in 
the late overs.

Kulkarni finally brought 
the partnership to an end 

Rajasthan overcome Mumbai by 
three wickets, jump to 5th spot

Napoli up-end Juventus 1-0, 
keep Serie A title hopes alive

Man City celebrate EPL title 
with 5-0 win over Swansea

Atletico Madrid draw to leave 
Barcelona even closer to title
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Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 ACROSS
 1. In the middle
 6. Reflected sound
 10. Being
 14. Mammalian liquid waste
 15. Sound of an object falling into 

water
 16. Makes from nothing
 17. _____ and Gomorrah
 18. Detest
 19. Shades or colors
 20. Skiing style where the skis 

meet in a V
 22. Sewing tool
 24. Tiny ball or drop
 25. Semi-solid food substances
 26. Places of sacrifice
 29. Squander (Scottish)
 30. Earth’s continental upper crust
 31. Sin
 37. Prefix indicating English
 39. Beer
 40. Bumpkin
 41. People who expect the worst
 44. Past tense plural of “To be”
 45. Whip
 46. Lined with soft material
 48. Go before
 52. Indian dress
 53. Silver ______, used in 

photography
 54. Aggressive flesh-eating fish
 58. Lie adjacent
 59. Wild mountain goats
 61. Yellowish brown
 62. River in Africa
 63. Declaim vehemently
 64. Allocation
 65. Singles
 66. Resembling burnt residue
 67. Donkeys
 
 DOWN
 1. Rumple
 2. Ferrous

 3. Caper or prank
 4. Thrown in winter
 5. Tendency to become 

angry
 6. Priestly garment
 7. Talon
 8. Not cold
 9. Beginning or start
 10. Singer _____ Merman
 11. _____ Arabia
 12. Inscribed upright stone
 13. SSS
 21. Ultimate or final
 23. Mournful poem

 25. Actress _____ Leigh
 26. As soon as possible
 27. Connects points
 28. Identifying labels
 29. Host of “America’s 

Most Wanted” John 
_____

 32. Increase
 33. Disorderly conduct
 34. Supplemented with 

difficulty
 35. Wither
 36. Sleigh
 38. Lubricated

 42. Islands off 
northwestern Africa

 43. Box
 47. Saudi ______
 48. Musical instrument
 49. Batman and _____
 50. Latin for “Edible”
 51. Quotes
 52. Six times ten
 54. Phnom ____, Cambodia
 55. Snake sound
 56. Recurrent shivering
 57. Observes
 60. French for “Down”

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1637

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1797

when Kishan botched up 
a cheeky reverse scoop 
from outside the off-
stump, only to hand an 
easy skier to Rajasthan 
wicket-keeper Jos Buttler.

Kishan’s dismissal 
seemed to break Mum-
bai’s momentum as Ra-
jasthan staged a strong 
comeback with two quick 
wickets in a span of three 
balls.

Yadav departed soon 
after when Unadkat out-
foxed him with a slower 
ball. The Mumbai opener 
went for a big shot but 
was fooled by the lack of 
pace and the ball went 
flying high into the night 
sky before Buttler pulled 
off another easy catch.

Rohit Sharma was 
dismissed in his very first 
ball when he went for an 
ill-judged quick single 
but excellent fielding by 

Ajinkya Rahane at cover 
caught the Mumbai skip-
per short of his crease.

Archer extinguished 
any chances of a late 
surge by Mumbai with 
three wickets in the sec-
ond last over. 

During the chase, Ra-
jasthan openers Ajinkya 
Rahane (14) and Rahul 
Tripathi (9) fell early. Ra-
hane was caught by Kru-
nal Pandya at midwick-
et off seamer Mitchell 
McClenaghan, Tripathi 
played a poor shot off 
a delivery from spinner 
Krunal and was pouched 
by Suryakumar Yadav.

At 38/2, Sanju Sam-
son and Ben Stokes 
j o i n e d  h a n d s  a n d 
stitched together a 72-
run stand to put Rajas-
than in a position in a 
fighting position.

The par tnership 

Manchester, April 23 (IANS): Manches-
ter City, who have already wrapped up 
the English Premier League (EPL) title, 
celebrated early by thrashing Swansea 
City 5-0.

Under Spanish coach Pep Guardiola, 
Man City secured the EPL title after 
second-placed Manchester United’s 0-1 
defeat by West Bromwich Albion on 
April 15 meant they had no chance of 
catching up with their cross-town rival, 
reports Efe.

Spaniard David Silva on Sunday 
gave Manchester City an early lead over 
Swansea with a goal 12 minutes into the 
match, and Raheem Sterling netted the 
second goal four minutes later to end the 
first half at 2-0.

Man City continued to dominate the 

game in the second half with Kevin de 
Bruyne’s goal in the 54th minute.

Bernardo Silva scored the fourth 
goal in the 64th minute, after teammate 
Gabriel Jesus missed a penalty, and with 
just two minutes to go, Jesus sealed the 
5-0 home win with a goal of his own.

Man City left-back Benjamin Mendy 
appeared on Sunday after seven months’ 
absence due to knee injury, replacing 
Fabian Delph.

With four games to spare, Manches-
ter City are 16 points clear at the top of 
the EPL, having scored 98 goals in 34 
matches while conceding only 25.

Swansea, who failed to earn a win in 
their past five matches, are in 17th place 
with 33 points, just four points clear of 
the relegation zone.

Madrid, April 23 (IANS):  Atletico Madrid were held 0-0 by 
Real Betis at a La Liga match at the Wanda Metropolitano 
stadium before 54,600 fans, a result that left Barcelona 
closer still to the Spanish title.

The Sunday match -- marked by Atletico’s intensity 
and tactical planning and Betis’ ball possession and of-
fensive effort, a combination that was more apparent 
than real -- yielded merely a draw between the two 
teams, reports Efe.

Atletico are set to play Arsenal in London on Thursday 
in the Europa League semi-finals and keeping the match 
in mind, they used Antoine Griezmann, Koke and Diego 
Godin as substitutes.Atletico have 72 points from 34 
matches and are four points ahead of third-placed Real 
Madrid. League leaders FC Barcelona now need only a 
win to secure the La Liga title as they have 83 points from 
33 games. Diego Simeone-coached Atletico can only 
reach a total of 84 points if they manage to win all of their 
remaining matches.

was broken by medium 
pacer Hardik Pandya, who 
bowled Stokes in the first 
ball of the 15th over. Stokes 
departed after hitting three 
fours and a six of the 27 de-
liveries he faced.

With the hosts requiring 

57 of 5.5 overs after the fall 
of Stokes, Rajasthan were 
still in the game, with Sam-
son completing his fifty in 
the following over.

But in the 17th over, 
paceman Jasprit Bumrah 
removed Samson and Jos 
Buttler (6) to tilt the match 
in Mumbai’s favour, with 
the hosts at 125/5 in 16.3 
overs.

Bangladeshi medium 
pacer Mustafizur Rahman 
dealt Rajasthan a crucial 
blow as he got rid of South 
African Heinrich Klassen 
(0) in the first delivery of 
the 18th over, reducing the 
hosts to 125/6.

Gowtham and Jofra 
Archer (8 off nine) then 
did the rest of the work. 
With 28 required off two 
overs, Bumrah conceded 
18 runs in the penultimate 
over, leaving 10 needed off 
one over. 

Hardik removed Archer 
in the first ball of the final 
over. While Gowtham hit 
a four in the next deliv-
ery, the third ball yielded 
no run. With six requiring 
off three balls, Gowtham 
pulled one over the mid-
wicket boundary for a six 
to give Rajasthan their third 
win in five games.

Following the win, Ra-
jasthan jumped to the fifth 
spot with six points, while 
Mumbai, who lost their 
fourth match in five games, 
are now at the seventh po-
sition.

Turin, April 23 (IANS): 
Napoli defeated Juventus 
1-0 riding a 90th-minute 
header by Senegalese 
central defender Kalidou 
Koulibaly at the Allianz 
Stadium here, cutting 
the deficit to one point 
against the Serie A leaders 
and six-time defending 
champions.

With just four rounds 
of games to go in the 
season, it looked like 
Juventus were going to 
maintain their four-point 
advantage over second-
placed Napoli on Sunday, 
as the final whistle came 
ever closer. 

And the match looked 
like heading for a goal-
less draw until Koulibaly 
shrugged off his marker to 
head home a corner from 
Jose Callejon, reports Efe.

The 1-0 win allowed 
Napoli to stay in the hunt 
for their first champion-
ship since 1989-90, when 
they were led to a second 
title in four seasons by Ar-
gentine icon Diego Mara-
dona, while Juventus are 
bidding for their seventh 
consecutive league title, 
reports Efe.

The match was a nail-
biter, with Napoli almost 
notching an early goal 
when winger Lorenzo 
Insigne fired a shot that 
went wide. 

But the real damage 

to Juventus was the ap-
parent muscle injury to 
veteran central defender 
Giorgio Chiellini which 
led to his leaving the pitch 
for the duration a few 
minutes later.

Juventus got a good 
chance in the 17th minute 
on a deflected free-kick 
that goalkeeper Pepe Rei-
na tried to capitalize on 
but hit the post with.

The best shot of the 
first half, however, came 
when Napoli’s Marek 
Hamsik of Slovakia fired 
a crossing shot that did 
not connect. Meanwhile, 
a goal by Napoli’s Insigne 
just before half-time was 
ruled offside.

The second half was 
a tense one, with each 
side trying for the win, 
but neither managing to 
get through their rival’s 
defense, until Koulibaly 
headed home his power-
ful last-minute shot to the 
immediate euphoria in 
the stands.

In the last four match-
es, Massimiliano Allegri-
coached Juventus must 
go up against Inter Milan 
and Roma, while Napo-
li, coached by Maurizio 
Sarri, will have an easier 
schedule, facing the likes 
of Fiorentina, Torino, 
Sampdoria and Crotone.

“Anything can hap-
pen in a one-off head-to-

head. We struggled a little 
towards the end but we 
needed to see the game 
out. It was a match we 
didn’t want to lose but 
let’s not forget that we’re 
still a point ahead and we 
just need to hold onto our 
lead,” Allegri was quoted 
as saying by Juventus’ 
website.

“ N a p o l i  d e s e r v e 
credit for getting them-
selves back into the Scu-
detto running. They’re 
good with the ball but 
this match was basically 
decided by a single mo-
ment,” he added.

“The title race will go 
down to the wire because 
there are no easy matches 
for either side.”

Sarri told the Naples 
club’s homepage: “We’ve 
won here in one of the 
most significant arenas 
in Europe, against a team 
that has won six league ti-
tles on the bounce -- they 
could also win a seventh.

“Juventus are still in 
first place. We will carry 
on giving 110 per cent, but 
Juventus are ahead of us 
and their win percentage 
is impressive. We’ll do all 
we can but it all depends 
on them.

“We know it’s tough to 
maintain calm, especially 
after a wonderful victory 
like the one today, but that 
is my job.”

After the ride 

Alemba Thongliu Tikhir poses with his certificate after successfully completing the MTB Nainital 
Mountain Bike Race that was conducted from April 20 to the 22nd at Kathgodam, Uttarakhand. He 
secured overall 7th position in the race.
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Free-scoring Salah crowned 
PFA Player of the Year

Bucks edge Celtics to level NBA 
series, Spurs down Warriors

Mo Salah: From rescuing Roma to revitalizing Liverpool

Marc Marquez wins sixth 
consecutive MotoGP in Austin

Only as a team can Bayern 
stop Ronaldo - Boateng

Liverpool soccer player Mohamed Salah poses with the PFA Player Of The Year Award Trophy 
during the 2018 PFA Awards at the Grosvenor House Hotel, London, Sunday April 22, 2018. 

PTI

Lahm, Boateng and all the Bayern Munich defenders could not 
stop Cristiano Ronaldo in the 2017 CL quarterfinals

San Antonio Spurs’ LaMarcus Aldridge (12) shoots 
against Golden State Warriors’ David West (3) and Kevin 
Durant during the first half of Game 4 of a first-round 
NBA basketball playoff series in San Antonio, Sunday, 
April 22, 2018, in San Antonio. 

L o n d o n ,  A p r i l  2 3 
(AFP):Mohamed Salah 
was crowned the Pre-
mier League's Players' 
Player of the Year on Sun-
day, with his incredible 
41-goal debut season at 
Liverpool beating out 
strong competition from 
Manchester City's Kevin 
de Bruyne.

"It's a big honour. I've 
worked hard and I'm very 
happy to win it," Salah 
said at the ceremony on 
Sunday evening.

Salah matched a Pre-
mier League record tally 
for a single season by 
scoring his 31st league 
goal of the campaign in a 
2-2 draw at West Brom on 
Saturday.

"You're comparing 
your name with some 
great names," he said, on 
the prospect of breaking 
the record. "To break the 
Premier League record is 
something huge in Eng-
land and all over in the 
world.

"There are still three 
games to go. I want to 
break this record."

DP-379

 His departure rescued Roma. 
His arrival revitalized Liverpool.

When the two clubs meet 
over two legs in the Champions 
League semifinals, the matches 
will also serve as a celebration 
of Mohamed Salah, a player 
who means more to Roma and 
Liverpool than they could ever 
have imagined.

The Egypt winger left Roma 
for Liverpool in June last year for 
42 million euros ($50 million). 
In an offseason when the Pre-
mier League spent record sums 
and Neymar would soon go on 
to change the sport’s financial 
landscape by joining Paris Saint-
Germain for 222 million euros, 
Salah’s transfer wasn’t unnoticed 
but was hardly agenda-setting.

It has proved a significant 
piece of business.

For Roma, it helped balance 
the club’s books, erasing a big 
chunk of its deficit at a time 
when the Italian side was facing 
potential financial fair play pen-
alties from UEFA.

“Anyone who understands a 
bit of this business knows that 
that’s like having a sword point-
ed at your neck,” said Ramon 
“Monchi” Rodriguez, Roma’s 
director of sport and essentially 
its mastermind in the transfer 
market.

Selling Salah was a wrench. 
He combined for 26 goals (scored 
15, set up 11) in Serie A in the fi-

nal season of his 18 months in 
the Italian capital, second only 
to Jose Callejon of Napoli. He 
had quickly become a fans’ fa-
vourite. The then-Roma coach, 
Luciano Spalletti, had helped de-
velop Salah’s all-around game so 
he was more than just a speedy 
winger, but an efficient and cre-
ative one, too.

As it turned out, $50 million 
was a bargain.

On Sunday, Salah collected 
the Player of the Year award in 
English soccer, which is voted 
by his fellow professionals, after 
a stunning first season at Liver-
pool in which he has scored 41 
goals in all competitions. 

He hasn’t failed to score in 
2018 in a home league game at 
Anfield, where supporters idolize 
him and serenade him with songs.

That’s even more the case 
in his home country, where he 
is regarded as a national hero 
by soccer-crazed Egyptian fans 
and murals of him adorn walls 
in Egypt’s capital, Cairo.

Liverpool manager Juergen 
Klopp has run out of superlatives 
to describe Salah but deserves 
credit for finding a way to get the 
best out of him.

Starting matches as virtually 
a right winger, Salah regularly 
drifts inside and finds himself 
playing as the central striker, 
with Roberto Firmino — nomi-
nally Liverpool’s center forward 

— dropping deeper to link up 
play and create space.

His trademark finish for 
much of the season saw him cut 
inside and curl a shot into the 
far corner. 

He has developed another in 
recent weeks, the cheeky dink 
over the goalkeeper following 
an angled run into the penalty 
box. He did just that at Etihad 
Stadium to score the goal against 
Manchester City that all but 
sealed Liverpool’s place in the 
Champions League semifinals.

Fate ensured Roma would 
be Salah’s next opponent in the 
competition.

The Italian side, now under 
coach Eusebio Di Francesco, 
also somehow managed to pros-
per without Salah, getting to the 
last four of Europe’s top com-
petition for the first time since 
reaching the final in 1984. The 
opponent that year: Liverpool.

Di Francesco has tried sev-
eral players in Salah’s role as an 
attacking winger on the right, 
with varying degrees of suc-
cess: Gregoire Defrel, Stephan el 
Shaarawy, Gerson, Patrik Schick, 
Diego Perotti, Alessandro Flo-
renzi and even Radja Naing-
golan.

However, it is 20-year-old 
Cengiz Under who is proving 
a revelation in that role in the 
second half of his first season at 
the club.

Under struggled initially after 
his move from Istanbul-based 
side Basaksehir for 13 million 
euros ($16 million), and was not 
involved in any goals in his first 
14 matches with Roma. Yet he 
scored six goals in February and 
March, and returned from injury 
by coming off the bench in the 
second leg of the quarterfinals 
against Barcelona and deliver-
ing the corner that set up Kostas 
Manolas’ goal to seal a 3-0 win 
and historic comeback from 4-1 
down in the first leg.

“Imagine where Roma would 
be if they still had Salah,” Klopp 
recently said. Maybe in financial 
chaos and with UEFA-imposed 
limits on its wage bill, transfer 
spending and squad size in the 
Champions League.

Salah now is potentially 
worth four times more than Liv-
erpool bought him for. 

He is regularly linked with 
a move to Real Madrid, but he 
always dreamed of playing for 
Liverpool as a kid. 

He remembers playing as 
Liverpool on the FIFA video 
game as an 18-year-old, when 
he was with El Mokawloon in the 
Egyptian league.

Eight years later, he could 
soon be in the Champions 
League final with them — for 
real. Unless his former club can 
hatch a plan to stop him. 

(Credit: AP)

Salah has also net-
ted seven times in eight 
C h a m p i o n s  L e a g u e 
games, including in both 
legs of Liverpool's 5-1 

quarter-final thrashing 
of City, to carry his side 
to a first semi-final for a 
decade.

De Bruyne showed 

why he had been many 
people's early-season fa-
vourite for the prize with 
an incredible long-range 
strike for his 12th goal of 

the season to go with a 
league-high number of 
assists as champions City 
thrashed Swansea 5-0 on 
Sunday.

"From my point of 
view when you are ana-
lysing 10 months, there 
is no player better than 
him," said City manager 
Pep Guardiola of the Bel-
gian midfielder.

"Maybe there are 
numbers better but for 
me he was the best. But it 
is my opinion, the opin-
ions of the players could 
be different. But in the 
end, in summer time he 
will be at home being 
champion."

City did pick up a prize 
from the PFA gala in cen-
tral London on Sunday, 
though, as Leroy Sane 
won the Young Player of 
the Year.

Sane, another City 
team-mate David Silva, 
De Bruyne, Manchester 
United goalkeeper David 
De Gea and Tottenham 
striker Harry Kane were 
the other five nominees 
for the main prize.

Boston, April 23 (AFP): 
Greek star forward Gi-
annis Antetokounmpo 
scored 27 points, includ-
ing the decisive tip-in with 
five seconds remaining, to 
give the Milwaukee Bucks 
a 104-102 NBA playoff vic-
tory Sunday over Boston.

The triumph pulled 
the Bucks level with the 
Celtics at 2-2 in their 
best-of-seven first round 
series, which continues 
Tuesday in Boston.

Malcolm Brogdon's 
three-pointer gave the 
Bucks a 102-100 lead be-
fore Boston's Al Horford 
made two free throws to 
equalize. Brogdon then 
missed a jumper but An-
tetokounmpo followed 
with a tip-in and the 
Bucks denied the Celtics 
in the final seconds.

"This win is incred-
ible," Antetokounmpo 
said. "We kept our com-
posure and fought all the 
way to the end."

K h r i s  M i d d l e t o n 
added 23 points while 
Jabari Parker had 16 off 
the bench for Milwaukee.

Jaylen Brown led Bos-
ton with 34 points.

Defending NBA cham-
pions Golden State failed 
to complete a sweep of 
the San Antonio Spurs, 
with Manu Ginobili com-
ing off the bench to score 
10 of his 16 points in the 
fourth quarter to spark 
the hosts over the War-
riors 103-90. "Our defense 
was more aggressive than 
the previous games. Our 
aggressiveness was off the 
charts," Ginobili said.

"We need to help each 
other. Today we did that.

"We moved the ball. 
We made some shots that 
helped, but it was about 
teamwork."

LaMarcus Aldridge 
had 22 points and 10 re-
bounds for the Spurs, who 
led from start to finish to 
trim Golden State's lead 
in their Western Confer-
ence series to 3-1.

The Warriors, who 
were led by Kevin Du-
rant's 34 points and 13 
rebounds, can advance 
to a second-round series 
against New Orleans with 
a game-five home victory 
on Tuesday.

The Spurs remained 
without coach Gregg 
Popovich, who missed 
his second game follow-
ing the death of his wife, 
which has left the team 
heartbroken as well.

"It's a tough time. We've 
never been through this 
type of adversity," said Gi-
nobili. "Our leader is strug-

gling. We're trying to push 
through it like he would do 
if he weren't at home."

In Indiana, LeBron 
James and the Cleveland 
Cavaliers rebounded from 
a game three loss to even 
their series at 2-2 with a 
104-100 victory over the 
Indiana Pacers.

James finished with 
32 points, 13 rebounds 
and seven assists and 
Kyle Korver scored 18 
points for the Cavaliers 
in the win.

Game five is Wednes-
day in Cleveland.

Elsewhere, Bradley 
Beal scored 31 points, 
while John Wall had 27, 
and the Washington Wiz-
ards beat Toronto 106-
98 to level their Eastern 
Conference series at two 
games apiece.

Austin (Texas), April 23 (IANS): Spain's 
Marc Marquez (Repsol Honda RC 213V) 
won his sixth consecutive Motorcycle 
Grand Prix of the Americas here.

Despite a penalty that cost him three 
positions at the start of the race on Sunday, 
he sped forward, slipping by Maverick 
Viñales (Yamaha YZR M1) and France's Jo-
hann Zarco (Yamaha YZR M1), reports Efe.

Italy's Andrea Iannone (Suzuki GSX 
RR) maintained the lead for all of half a lap, 
when Marquez passed him, avoiding yet 
another penalty.

It took 12 curves for the Spaniard to 
take the lead, followed by Iannone, Viñales 
and Britain's Cal Crutchlow (Honda RC 
213V), with Italy's Valentino Rossi (Yama-
ha YZR M1) in fifth place.

During the seventh lap, Viñales man-

aged to pass Iannone, albeit still four 
seconds behind Repsol Honda's Marquez.

A lap later, Crutchlow fell off his bike on 
the curve before the final stretch, causing 
him to finish 19th, while Malaysia's Hafizh 
Syahrin (Yamaha YZR M1) had to drop out 
mostly unharmed, as did Alex Rins, who 
fell on curve 12.

During the cool-down lap, Marquez 
-- who came in first, trailed by his country-
man Viñales, with Andrea Iannone a close 
third and Italy's Rossi in fourth -- paid 
tribute to the late American rider Nicky 
Hayden (1981-2017) by displaying an 
American flag with the number 69.

Marquez -- the two-time defending 
world champion -- maintained his record 
at the Grand Prix of the Americas, the third 
race of the 2018 MotoGP season. 

Munich, April 23 (AFP): 
Jerome Boateng says only 
a defensive team effort can 
prevent Cristiano Ronaldo 
adding to his mind-blow-
ing tally of nine goals in 
six games against Bayern 
Munich on Wednesday.

Bayern host Real in a 
blockbuster Champions 
League semi-final, first-leg, 
at the Allianz Arena with 
Ronaldo in goal-scoring 
form.

"We can only stop 
Cristiano Ronaldo as a 
team," Bayern centre-back 
Boateng told German mag-
azine Kicker.

"In front of goal, he's 
like a machine.

"You can't shut him 
out completely, he always 
gets his chances in a game, 
because of the lines he runs 
and his excellent timing.

"Real base their game 
around him and it's im-
portant we give him as little 
room as possible."

Ronaldo was at his le-
thal best when Real beat 
Bayern 6-3 on aggregate in 
last season's quarter-finals 
-- scoring five of their goals.

He hit two second-half 
goals as Real came from 
behind to win 2-1 in Mu-
nich, then bagged a hat-
trick in a 4-2 extra-time win 
in Madrid. That came after 
he scored twice in Munich 
in the 2014 semi-final 4-0 
rout of Bayern and hit two 
more against the Bavarians 
in the 2012 semis.

"There is a no more 
complete striker than Ron-
aldo. Left foot, right foot, 
header - he is in perfect 
control of everything he 
does," said Boateng.


