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New Delhi, April 22 (PTI): 
President Ram Nath Ko-
vind today promulgated an 
ordinance to pave way for 
providing stringent pun-
ishment, including death 
penalty, for those convicted 
of raping girls below the age 
of 12 years.

The Union Cabinet yes-
terday approved the or-
dinance to allow courts 
to award death penalty to 
those convicted of raping 
girls under 12 years.

New fast-track courts 
will be set up to deal with 
such cases and special fo-
rensic kits for rape cases 
will be given to all police 
stations and hospitals in 
the long term, according to 
the Criminal Law (Amend-
ment) Ordinance 2018.

It stipulates stringent 
punishment for perpetra-
tors of rape, particularly of 
girls below 16 and 12 years. 
Death sentence has been 
provided for rapists of girls 
under 12 years, officials said 
quoting the ordinance.

The minimum pun-
ishment in case of rape of 
women has been increased 
from rigorous imprison-
ment of seven years to 10 
years, extendable to life 
imprisonment, they said.

In case of rape of a girl 

President approves ordinance 
awarding death penalty for child rape

Yechury re-elected to lead CPI-M ahead of 2019 battle World's oldest person dies in Japan

Mini-Hornbill: Dimasas frown at omission of Bishu  

Modi-Xi to chart a new course for India-China ties at Wuhan summit 

Rag-pickers collect reusable material from a garbage disposal site in Dimapur on April 22, observed as Earth Day. This year’s Earth Day theme 
was focused on ending plastic pollution.  

Picking up the pieces
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 30° 17°

Agartala 35° 24°

Gangtok 26° 12°

Guwahati 34° 20°

Imphal 31° 14°

Itanagar 26° 18°

Shillong 25° 13°

Delhi 38° 23°

Kolkata 37° 26°

Chennai 37° 28°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 26° 12°
DIMAPUR 34° 24°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA Nil 89%
DIMAPUR Nil 92%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Try to be like the  
turtle - at ease in your 

own shell. 

~ Bill Copeland
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Mirror Takes

The original guardians of the 
environment. 

~ Arien

Barça trounces Sevilla in Copa 
del Rey final |  P12

Rahul to launch ‘Save the 
Constitution’ drive today  |  P8

‘Austin Powers’ fame Mini-me 
dead at 49  |  P10

under 16 years, the mini-
mum punishment has been 
increased from 10 years to 
20 years, extendable to im-

prisonment for rest of life, 
which means jail term till 
the convict's "natural life".

The punishment for 

Tokya, April 22 (IANS): Nabi 
Tajima, a Japanese woman 
believed to have been the 
world's oldest person, has 
died at the age of 117, the 
media reported on Sunday.

Tajima, a resident of Ja-
pan's Kagoshima, had been 
hospitalised since January 
and died from old age on 
Saturday evening, Xinhua 
news agency reported.

Born in 1900, Tajima was 
believed to have become the 
world's oldest person after 
previous record-holder Vio-
let Brown of Jamaica died at 
age 117 in September 2017.

The Guinness World 
Records had been conduct-
ing surveys to officially rec-
ognise Tajima as the world's 
oldest woman since the 
death of Violet Brown.

The organisation rec-
ognised Masazo Nonaka, a 
112-year-old Japanese man 
residing in Japan's Hokkai-
do, as the world's oldest 
living male earlier in April. 

Hyderabad, April 22 (IANS): 
The CPI-M on Sunday 
unanimously re-elected 
Sitaram Yechury as its Gen-
eral Secretary for another 
three years and he pledged 
to take steps to oust the gov-
ernment of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.

Yechury's re-election 
took place on the last day 
of the party's 22nd Con-
gress here, Communist Par-
ty of India-Marxist leader 
and former Tripura Chief 
Minister Manik Sarkar an-
nounced.

Sarkar said Yechury, 65, 
was elected by a 95-mem-
ber new Central Commit-
tee, which also elected a 
17-member new Polit Bu-
reau. Tapan Sen and Nilot-
pal Basu are the new faces 
in the Polit Bureau.

"Yechury's election was 

Dimapur, April 22 (EMN): The Di-
masa Public Organisation Nagaland 
(DPON) has questioned why the state 
government has excluded its Bishu 
festival from the list of mini-Hornbill 
festivals announced recently.

“While welcoming the state cabi-
net decision to hold mini Hornbill 
festival in district head quarters, 
the Dimasa Public Organization, 
Nagaland, is deeply pained for not 

covering/including the Bishu festival 
which is a post harvest festival of the 
Dimasa(Kachari) in Dimapur district,” 
read a press statement from the or-
ganisation on Sunday. 

It stated that Bishu was a ‘govern-
ment-recognised’ festival in the state 
of Nagaland. “It is not understood if 
it was purposely overlooked by the 
government to erase the legacy of the 
tribe. Kachari being one of the recog-

nised indigenous sixteen tribes have 
concentration in 16 very old villages 
having the traditional land holding in 
Dimapur district. 

“We ought to know the reason for 
non-inclusion of the Bishu festival 
from the government if the Kachari 
tribe existence in this traditional vil-
lages and due recognition to it is to be 
abolished henceforth,” the statement 
read. 

gangrape of a girl below 
16 years will invariably be 
imprisonment for the rest 
of life of the convict, the of-
ficials said.

Stringent punishment 
for rape of a girl under 12 
years has been provided 
with the minimum jail term 
being 20 years which may 
go up to life in prison or 
death sentence, they said.

The Indian Penal Code 
(IPC), the Evidence Act, the 
Code of Criminal Procedure 
(CrPC) and the Protection 
of Children from Sexual 
Offences (POCSO) Act will 
now stand amended.

The measure also pro-
vides for speedy investiga-
tion and trial. The time limit 
for investigation of all cases 
of rape has been prescribed, 
which has to be mandato-
rily completed within two 
months.

The deadline for the 
completion of trial in all 
rape cases will be two 
months, the officials said. 
A six-month time limit for 
the disposal of appeals in 
rape cases has also been 
prescribed.

There will also be no 
provision for anticipatory 
bail for a person accused of 
rape or gang rape of a girl 
under 16 years.

Beijing, April 22 (PTI): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping will hold a 
summit in China's Wuhan 
city from April 27 to 28 for 
a "heart-to-heart" chat to 
explore a new paradigm for 
India-China ties and find 
ways to address the conten-
tious issues like the border 
dispute.

Conceived on the lines 
of the ice-breaking visit 
undertaken by late prime 
minister Rajiv Gandhi in 
1988 and his far-reaching 
talks with China's para-
mount leader Deng Xiaop-
ing, setting a new tone for 
the relations after the 1962 
war, the Xi-Modi dialogue 
in the central Chinese city 
of Wuhan was aimed at a 
working a new paradigm 
for the bilateral relations for 
the next 15 years, informed 
sources told PTI here. 

At the "informal sum-
mit" with a few officials 
and aides at a picturesque 
location, the two leaders 
plan to spend several hours 
exchanging their vision and 
perspectives about global 
and domestic scenarios and 

explore ideas to address the 
contentious bilateral issues 
like the border dispute, they 
said. 

The talks will focus on 
adhering to the principle 
that both countries should 
be sensitive to each other's 
concerns and aspirations, 
the sources said.

At the summit, Modi 
and Xi will try to work out a 
general framework for rela-
tions to move ahead with-
out much of great expecta-
tions about the outcome, 
they said.

It is a leadership-driven 
summit, providing a leader-
ship driven-direction and a 
way forward to a more sta-
ble bilateral ties, the sources 
said. 

While no major agree-
ments were expected to be 
reached at the summit, the 
two leaders will have candid 
talks on the contentious 
issues like Xi's pet project, 
the Belt and Road Initia-
tive (BRI) whose flagship 
project, the USD 50 billion 
China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) has be-
come a major stumbling 
block for the bilateral ties. 

India protested about 
CPEC as it is being laid 
through Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir (PoK) disregarding 
India's sovereignty con-
cerns. 

Last year turned out to 
be an extremely complex 
and difficult year for Sino-
Indian ties with a host of 
festering differences like 
China blocking India's en-
try into the elite Nuclear 
Suppliers Group (NSG) 
as well as attempts to list 
Jaish-e-Muhammad leader 

Masood Azhar as a terror-
ist by the UN. The 73-day 
standoff at Dokalam also hit 
bilateral ties.

The Wuhan summit is 
aimed at giving an "honest 
try" by the two leaders to 
work out an understand-
ing at the top on the future 
course of relations to navi-
gate through the maze of 
differences and build stra-
tegic trust and communica-
tion between themselves, 
they said.

It will be the fourth visit 

by Modi to China since he 
took over power in 2014 
and a second bilateral visit. 
He made first bilateral visit 
in 2015 followed by a visit 
to Hangzhou to take part 
in the G-20 summit in 2016 
and BRICS summit in Xia-
men last year.

He is again due to visit 
Chinese city of Qingdao in 
June this year to take part in 
the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO) sum-
mit.

The two leaders decided 

to meet ahead of SCO meet 
as the summit of the eight-
member group will offer 
little time and space for 
a lengthy interaction, the 
sources said.

The Modi-Xi meeting 
has been worked out by 
both sides following an un-
derstanding between the 
two governments that posi-
tive relations without much 
of tensions are most impor-
tant for the development of 
both the countries.

While China sees India 
as a country of faster eco-
nomic growth and safe des-
tination for Chinese invest-
ments, and regard good ties 
with it is important for its 
peaceful rise, the thinking 
in India too is that peace-
ful relations with China is 
important for the progress 
of initiatives like the 'Make 
in India', they said.

At their summit, the two 
leaders were expected to 
have a "heart-to- heart" 
chat and look at the big 
picture of the bilateral ties, 
they said.

The summit is taking 
place as Xi, now regarded as 
the most powerful leader of 

China is poised for a longer 
tenure in the office after 
the last month's removal 
of the two-term limit for 
President. 

The summit provides an 
opportunity for the 64-year-
old Chinese leader to elabo-
rate on the contours of his 
oft-stated Chinese dream 
of national rejuvenation, 
while Modi was expected 
to highlight the importance 
of campaigns like the 'Make 
in India' and his vision of 
"Vasudeva Kutumbakam", 
(world as a single family) 
they said. 

The Modi-Xi summit 
meeting is taking place in 
the backdrop of a series of 
high level interactions be-
tween both the two coun-
tries starting with Chinese 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi's 
visit to India in December, 
the first after the Dokalam 
standoff.

It was followed by two 
meetings between National 
Security Advisor Ajit Doval 
and his Chinese counter-
part Yang Jiechi and the visit 
early this year by Foreign 
Secretary Vijay Gokhale to 
Beijing.

unanimous. There was no con-
test," Sarkar told IANS.

Yechury, who has been a 
member of the CPI-M since 
1974 when he joined its student 
wing, was first elected the CPI-
M General Secretary in 2015.

Born in Chennai, Yechury 
was educated in Delhi's Jawa-
harlal Nehru University, a city 
where he has spent most of 
his life.

Re-elected to the top post a 
year ahead of the general elec-
tions, Yechury said the CPI-M's 
first goal was to oust the BJP-
RSS Modi government. 

He said they were mounting 
a challenge to the neo-liberal 
offensive that was aggressively 
unleashed by the Modi govern-
ment and the RSS-BJP com-
bine.

"We are declaring to the 
country and to the whole world 
that we will not allow secular 
democratic foundations of In-
dia to be torn asunder by these 
communal forces and India 
shall remain united," he said 
to thunderous applause by 
delegates gathered from across 

alternative policy framework 
against ruling classes' poli-
cies," he said.

T h e  M a r x i s t  l e a d e r 
claimed that all hopes of the 
'class enemy' to see a weak-
ened CPI-M had been belied. 

He said the party was now 
determined to change the 
course of India's destiny. 

"We are embarking on 
a new course of intensified 
struggle in defence of our 
country and in the interest of 
our people, to change India 
for the better. Our main task 
today is to defeat the BJP-led 
government. All necessary 
measures are being under-
taken as decided by the party 
Congress."

Yechury said the party 
would not let India become a 
surrogate or junior partner to 
US imperialism.

The five-day conclave saw 
the groups led by Yechury 
and former General Secre-
tary Prakash Karat agreeing 
to amendments in the draft 
political resolution.

The resolution, while rul-

ing out a political alliance 
with the Congress party, made 
it clear that it was ready for 
an understanding with that 
party. It reiterated that its first 
and foremost goal was to de-
feat the BJP.

The CPI-M, the largest 
party of the Left, has faced 
electoral reverses in West 
Bengal and more recently in 
Tripura. It is now in power in 
only Kerala.

In the newly-elected Cen-
tral Committee, there are 
20 new members. While 19 
names were announced, one 
seat is kept vacant for a wom-
an. The party also announced 
Rajinder Negi and Sanjay 
Parate as permanent invitees. 
The five special invitees are 
V.S. Achuthanandan, Mallu 
Swarajyam, Madan Ghosh, 
Paloli Mohd Kutty, A.P. Ram-
aiah, and K. Varadharajan.

The five-member Central 
Control Commission will be 
headed by Basudev Acharia. 
The members are P. Rajen-
dran, S. Sridhar, G. Ramulu 
and Bonani Biswas. 

India.
He said he would try to fulfil 

the immense responsibility of 
this office to the best of his ca-
pability. 

"If there is one message that 
has gone out from this 22nd 
party Congress, it is that the CPI-
M has emerged united and de-
termined to carry our the revo-
lutionary task of putting forward 



Bishnupur district hits headlines 
three times for winning awards

Manipur all set to celebrate 
Shirui Lily Festival 

Vishal Mart opens 
in Diphu town 

58-year-old man held for 
repeatedly raping minor girl

Brick manufacturing firms ignoring the 
potential of harvesting crops — KAAC
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corrections
This is to clarify that the headline of the news article “Ko-
hima football league from May 1” on the April 22 edition 
of this newspaper should be read as ‘Kohima football 
league from May 17’ and not as rendered.

Bishnupur district deputy commissioner, Pawan Yadav, led officials after receiving the award in New Delhi. 
 EM Images

Amarsing Tisso inspecting the brick manufacturing site at  5th mile on April 22.
 EM Images
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Women Helpline: 181

DimApUR (STD CoDe: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KoHimA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

moKoKCHUnG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Our Correspondent
Imphal, April 22 (EMN): 
Bishnupur district in Ma-
nipur was in the headlines 
for the third time during 
the past couple of weeks for 
getting national awards and 
achieving targets of cen-
trally sponsored schemes.

The latest award was 
handed over to Deputy 
Commissioner Pawan 
Yadav by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi at a func-
tion that was held during 
the occasion of national 
civil services at Vigyan Bha-
wan in New Delhi on Sat-
urday.

Bishnupur is the small-
est district of Manipur in 
area, measuring about 469 
sq km. It is roughly equal to 
the Republic of Vanuatu in 
the south Pacific ocean and 
having a population of 2, 
37, 399 (census of 2011) has 
brought laurel to the state 
by getting  “Prime Minis-
ters’ Awards for excellence 
in public administration” 
in the ‘North East and Hill 
States’ group for imple-
menting ‘Promoting Digital 
Payments’. 

There were 999 appli-
cations received from the 
organisations of central, 

WeATher forecAsT iN oTher DisTricTs 
Max Min DP rh rf

WoKhA 21.2 16.2 17.7 86 Nil

ZBT 20.5 12.6 17.7 89 Nil

MoN 25.4 19.2 18.5 91 3.4

TueNsANG 18 15.2 12.4 78 2.1

MKG 25.1 12.2 5.7 32 1.3

PheK 20.4 15 16.6 82 Nil

KiPhire 21.2 14.2 15.3 92 1.4

sechÜ ZuBZA 26 17.5 16.9 61 Nil

LoNGLeNG - - - - -

TseMiNYu 25.2 15.4 17.7 70 4

JALuKie 33 23 24.9 100 Nil

MANGKoLeMBA 25 18 21.6 85 3.5

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

source: Department of soil & Water conservation, Nagaland 

state government, and dis-
tricts. Out of which 138 
applications were from as-
piring districts for different 
categories under the Prime 
Minister’s Awards for excel-
lence in public administra-
tion.

The award was given for 
making Manipur’s lake-is-

land, Karang, the first cash-
less island of the country, by 
providing training towards 
digital payments, according 
to reports.

Meanwhile the state’s 
chief minister, N Biren 
Singh, congratulated the 
Bishnupur district admin-
istration on receiving the 

award. In tweeter message, 
Biren said, “Congratula-
tions district administra-
tion, Bishnupur on receiv-
ing Prime Minister’s Awards 
for Excellence in Public Ad-
ministration’ from Hon’ble 
PM @narenddramodi ji in 
New Delhi on civil serv-
ices day 2018 for excellence 

Our correspondent 
Diphu, April 22 (EMN): 
Vishal Mart—a Gurgaon 
based marketing compa-
ny—has opened an outlet 
in Diphu town on Sunday 
April 22. 

The chief executive 
member of  Karbi Anglong 
Autonomous Counci l 
(KAAC) Tuliram Ronghang 
inaugurated the shopping 
mall in the presence of 
the chairman of the KAAC 
Horensing Bey; deputy 
chairman, Ritesh Enghi; 
executive members, and 
staff and officials of Vishal 
Mart. The shopping mall is 
housed in the ground and 
first floor of Galaxy cinema 
hall.

Inaugurating the shop-
ping mall, Ronghang said 
no any marketing company 
has come to open its shop-
ping mall in Karbi Anglong, 
so having Vishal Martin 
Diphu town very lucky.

 “In this shopping mall 
people can buy all things 
in affordable price and I 

thanked the owner of Gal-
axy Cinema hall for giv-
ing the space and also the 
Vishal Mart for opened 
their shopping mall,” he 
said.

Store manager of Vishal 
Mart, Sanjay Kumar said it 
is one of the biggest shop-
ping company with head-
quarter in Gurgaon, New 
Delhi. 

C o m m o d i t i e s  a n d 
items ranging from dresses, 
utensils, food stuffs, cos-
metics, home appliances 
and decorators, kids wear; 
electronic gadgets etc. are 
available in the mall. 

Speaking to media per-
sons, wife of the owner of 
Galaxy Cinema hall, Polina 
Tokbipi expressed her hap-
piness in allowing to open 
the shopping mall of Vishal 
Mart in the heart of Diphu 
town. 

She also informed that 
the Galaxy Cinema hall 
shall resume after three 
months after renovation is 
completed.

Agartala, April 22 ( PTI):  A 58-year-old-man has been 
arrested on charge of repeatedly raping a minor girl for 
about three months in Tripura’s Khowai district, the 
police said today.

The 14-year-old girl was repeatedly raped at the 
man’s house at Champlai, about 60 km from here, since 
February this year.

“The person was arrested from his house yesterday, 
who, according to the victims allegation, had raped her 
eleven times since February this year,” Superintendent 
of Police Khowai, Krishnendu Chakravertty said.

The victim was threatened with dire consequences 
if she divulged the matter to anyone, Chakravertty told 
reporters.

The victim then went to her relatives house at 
Bishalgarh in Sipahijala district, about 76 km away 
from her house in Khowai district, and lodged a com-
plaint at a women’s police station there.

Chakravertty said the FIR was forwarded to Khowai 
police station on Saturday and on the basis of the FIR, 
the person was arrested and presented before a lo-
cal court which remanded him in three days police 
custody.

He said that the accused has been charged with 
rape, criminal intimidation and booked under the Pro-
tection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (POCSO) 
Act.

Meanwhile, the CPI alleged that the accused was 
state leader of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP).

However, VHP state organisational secretary Amal 
Chakraborty denied that the accused had any relation-
ship with the organisation.

Tripura Pradesh Congress Committee vice presi-
dent Tapas De condemned the incident and demanded 
exemplary punishment.

in ‘promoting digital pay-
ments.”

Assam’s Dhemaji and 
Telangana’s Karimnagar 
were awarded for the im-
plementation of ‘Deen Day-
al Upadhyaya Grameen 
Kaushal Yojana,’ (Hindi 
for “Transform rural poor 
youth into an economically 
independent and globally 
relevant workforce”) which 
aimed at adding diversity to 
the incomes of poor fami-
lies and cater to the career 
aspirations of rural youths.

Bishnupur district be-
comes the second open def-
ecation-free (ODF) district 
in Manipur after Senapati. 
However, no official func-
tion has been held yet to 
announce the ODF district 
tag for Bishnupur. 

On March 23, a women 
society called ‘Chaokhat 
Lup Women Development 
Society’ of Ningthoukhong, 
in the district, was also 
awarded the ‘Swachhata 
Excellence Award’ by the 
Union Ministry of Hous-
ing and Urban Affairs. The 
award was given in recogni-
tion for the exemplary work 
in the field of sanitation and 
cleanliness during the year 
2017-18.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, April 22 (EMN): 
Manipur’s tourism estab-
lishment is all set to organ-
ise its second edition of 
the Shirui Lily Festival for 
2018 from April 24 to the 
28th at three major ven-
ues in Manipur’s Ukhrul 
district.

The inaugural ceremo-
ny of the five-day festival 
will be held at Shirui vil-
lage ground. The closing 
function will be conduct-
ed at the Tangkhul Naga 
Long (TNL) ground in the 
district headquarters, 84 
km northeast of Imphal. 
Shirock 2018, a musical 
festival featuring two in-
ternational bands from 
the USA namely Steelheart 
and Queensrÿche, will be 
held at Bakshi ground.

The principal secretary 
for Tourism PK Singh said 
that the festival is spon-
sored by the department 
of Tourism, Manipur to 
spread awareness about 
conservation of the en-
dangered Shirui Lily and 
to promote the district of 
Ukhrul as a tourist des-
tination in Manipur. The 
festival is also being sup-
ported by NEC and aims to 
promote afforestation and 
sustainable tourism efforts 
in the state.

“For the first time, we’ve 
identified 1100 home-stays 
across 28 locations in and 
around the Ukhrul town to 
accommodate at least 3000 
overnight travellers on a 
daily basis,” said Singh. 
“The idea is to promote 
home-stays as a way of 
creating a sustainable live-
lihood for the locals.”

Travellers looking for 
accommodation at Ukhrul 
during the festival should 
visit  www.shirockfest.
com/accommodation.php 
for bookings/reservations. 
“This time we’re expecting 
more 40,000 travellers dur-
ing the festival,” recom-
mended Singh.

The festival will show-
case cultural perform-
ances by various cultural 
troupes from across the 
state, live music perform-
ances, exhibits, folk songs, 
traditional dances, and 
indigenous games and 
sports competitions like 
the Shirui Lily Grand Prix. 
Besides, other side events 
like camping, trekking, and 
other adventure activities. 

Popular rock bands 
of the Northeast states 
numbering around 20 
rock bands which were 
shortlisted for Shirock 

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, April 22 (EMN): Sev-
eral brick manufacturing 
firms are being set up along 
the Diphu-Manja areas but 
this is absorbing cultivable 
fertile land, an official of 
the Karbi Anglong Autono-
mous Council (KAAC).

 “Cultivable land in and 
around 5th Mile, Diphu-
Manja road, of Nihang 
Rongkethe village are cur-
rently being destroyed by 
turning into bricks manu-
facturing firms ignoring 
the potential of harvest-
ing crops,” said Amarsing 
Tisso, an executive member 
for Agriculture, Irrigation 
and Water Resources of the 
KAAC, during a visit to the 
places on Sunday.

It was for the second 
time that Tisso was vis-
iting the effected places 
where cultivable lands are 
being used for manufactur-
ing bricks. He saw a land 
belonging to one Timung 
of Nihang Rongkethe vil-
lage, where the plot of land 
was dug out the size a field 
and the ‘accumulated earth 
mounds like hills.’

Tisso also went to see 
Vikash bricks factory where 
he saw earth being dug out 
and ‘accumulated like hills’ 
for manufacturing bricks. 

Though it does not be-
long to government land, 
Tisso’s intention of visiting 
such places was because 
he wanted to stop the proc-

2018 competition award, 
which has prize cash worth 
INR 10 lakh, will also per-
formed during the fest.

“Permanent toilets 
blocks have been arranged 
at Bakshi and TNL grounds 
where the major events 
will be held during the fes-
tival this time,” the Singh 
added, “At the same time, 
elaborated traffic manage-
ment plan has been made 
with several roads declared 
one-way besides making 

adequate parking sites in 
coordination with district 
administration.”

Six buses will operate 
to and fro between Im-
phal and Ukhrul town, on 
subsidised fares, during 
the festival. The buses will 
depart ISBT from 7:00 am 
till 9:30 am with an interval 
of 30 minutes between the 
departures of each bus. It 
shall then return to Imphal 
on the same day between 
2:00 pm to 4:30 pm.

ess of destroying cultivable 
land just for the sake of 
manufacturing bricks. 

“The top soil has fertility 
and by tuning into bricks 
manufacturing sites are 
destroying it. Land in plan 
areas which have fertility 
should not convert into fac-
tory sites,” said Tisso, “but 
should be used for cultiva-
tion. Production of food 
grains is depleting and the 
demand for food grains is 

also souring, but men are 
not bothered of wasting 
agricultural land for setting 
up of factories.”

By addressing the mat-
ter to concerned officials 
for land revenue of KAAC, 
Tisso said, “Such mindless 
activities of destroying the 
agricultural land for cultiva-
tion has to be stopped.” He 
urged people not to convert 
agricultural land for factory 
purpose but to use it for cul-

tivation.   “Price for a brick 
in these firms cost INR 7.50 
whereas, in Nagaon, Di-
mapur, Lumding, and Hojai 
cost INR 5.50. Why is this 
different? The price of brick 
should be uniform with the 
other places,” Tisso argued. 

“These brick factories 
may not carry out norms 
as per the pollution control 
board of emanating black 
smokes from chimney,” 
Tisso added.

Drained 

A traffic policeman inspects a car that fell into an open drain after the driver lost control at rajgarh link 
road in Guwahati on sunday.

PTI
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Sacraments

Seen in the picture is Rev. James Thoppill, the bishop of Kohima, with a group of children who turned 
up to receive the ‘sacrament of confirmation’ at St Francis de Sales Parish in Kohima on April 22.

The liquor that was confiscated in Wokha by the prohibition enforcement.  

Members of the UCRC treat the congregation to a song on April 22 in Kohima.

The apprehended persons and  bike.

Tongpang Ozukum interacts with government officers during his visit to the Public Works department ‘s 
rental housing complex in Dimapur on April 21.  

Dimapur, April 22 (EMN): 
The minister for Public 
Works department (PWD) 
has instructed his depart-
ment’s officers to “pursue 
those contractors” who are 
“doing minimal works de-
spite release of funds.” 

Minister Tongpang Ozu-
kum is said to have made 
the statement during a visit 
to the PWD’s housing fa-
cilities and the Mechanical 
Engineering division’s office 
in Dimapur on April 21.

The minister visited the 
PWD rental housing com-
plex first where he inspected 
the construction of new 
blocks, a press release from 
the minister’s media aide 
informed. 

He was said to have “ex-
pressed satisfaction with 
those contractors where 
were undertaking more 
works than the amount re-
leased.” 

However, he urged the 
officials to “pursue those 
contractors who were do-

Dimapur, April 22 (EMN): 
The week was usual for the 
Dimapur enforcement: sto-
len bikes and pikes who 
steal. On April 22 the Di-
mapur police’s public rela-
tions officer offered updates 
about enforcement activi-
ties in and around the com-
mercial district of the state. 

First in the list was a 
case of goat and bikes ini-
tially: On April 20, a team 
of policemen led by dep-
uty superintendent of po-
lice Nokin apprehended 
two persons allegedly for 
‘stealing a goat.’ The ad-
ministration’s press release 
identified the apprehend-
ed individuals to be one 
Akaho Aye and a Ghunaka 
Achumi, named for ‘steal-
ing a goat’ at Viola colony 
in Dimapur. 

However, during the 
course of investigation, the 
police informed, the two ac-
cused revealed that they had 

Dimapur, April 22 (EMN): 
The three days of silver 
jubilee celebration of the 

Union Christian Revival 
Church at New Market in 
Kohima which began on 

April 20 culminated this 
evening.

During the concluding 

Dimapur, April 22 (EMN): 
The Naga Council of Di-
mapur (NCD) has offered 
to give a face-lift to the old 
Naga Cemetery located at 
Lake View colony in Di-
mapur. A press release from 
the council informed about 
the decision on Sunday. 

The old Naga Cemetery 
which is in use for more 
than 40 years has run out of 
space and is now closed, the 
NCD said. 

The management will 
involve allocation of land 
for burials, and the main-
tenance of grounds, and 
landscaping. The mainte-
nance of tombstone and 
other grave monuments will 
be the private responsibility 
of the deceased families as 
usual, it added. 

The council said that the 
cemetery site was ‘dense-
ly outgrown’ by grass and 
weed. The cemetery was 

being maintained voluntar-
ily by various fellowships 
and organizations in the 
past, it was informed. The 
management now wishes to 
plaster the spaces between 
the graves with concrete, the 
press release added. 

Also, the council ex-
pressed concern that some 
of the families had put up 
iron railings around the 
gravers which the council 
said would cause inconven-
ience when plastering said 
areas. The council has re-
quested that said structures 
be removed before April 24, 
failing which the council 
would do it. 

The NCD appreciated 
organisations that had con-
tributed to the upkeep of the 
cemetery. The council has 
appealed to organisations 
and institutions to step for-
ward and contribute to the 
upkeep of the cemetery. 

Dimapur April 22 (EMN): 
The Chen Union of Di-
mapur held its 22nd gen-
eral session on April 21 in 
Dimapur. Updates from the 
union’s members informed 
about the programme. 

The theme of the day 
was ‘leading the way.’ One 
of the resource persons, KL 
Yamao, spoke about the 
participation and contribu-
tion of the members toward   
helping the union achieve its 
aspirations.

The union has resolved 
to reward the first member 
who clears the Union Public 
Service Commission exami-
nation. 

A new team of office 
bearers was also appointed 
for a tenure of three years. 
The team is led by  N Ching-
kem as the union’s presi-
dent, and S Manching Wee,  
its general secretary.

PWD minister wants all-funds-
no-work contractors ‘pursued’ 

The Daily Police: Of goats and bikes; extortionists and haymakers 

Christian Revival’s silver jubilee prog. culminates 

Naga Council to give 
face-lift to old cemetery

Chen Union 
conducts 
general session

Lok Adalat settles 203 
cases during routine court 

Wokha Excise div. raids booze 

STATE

ing minimal works despite 
release of funds.”

Officials told the min-
ister that projects at hand 
should have been complet-
ed if not for ‘delay owing 
to fund constraints.’ They 
highlighted also issues of 
land encroachment and 
illegal occupation on gov-
ernment lands. ozukum has 
directed the officers to see 
that no government land 
falls into the wrong hands, 

the updates added.
During the visit the min-

ister interacted with the 
PWD rental housing com-
plex tenants’ committee and 
heard their problems, the 
updates stated. The com-
mittee’s chairman, Khe-
hoshe Shohe, was stated to 
have informed the minister 
that the walls of the campus 
holding in the boundary had 
collapsed on one side ‘thus 
becoming susceptible to 

anti-social activities inside 
the complex and also the 
imminent illegal occupa-
tion of government land.’ 
To this issue, the minister 
has assured ‘looking into 
the issue.’ 

The committee declared 
the entire complex as a plas-
tic-free zone to mark the 
visit of the minister, it was 
informed. The committee 
also highlighted the need 
to ‘blacktop the road within 

the campus.’ 
Ozukum visited the of-

fice of the assistant me-
chanical engineer at Setam’s 
quarter and the PWD com-
plex at Landmark colony. 
Likewise, he visited the PWD 
staff quarters at Sematilla 
colony. 

During his visit to the 
housing complexes, the 
minister enquired into the 
needs of the tenants and 
the problems they face. The 
tenants and officials present 
stressed on the need for 
repair and renovation, the 
press release stated.

A request to construct 
a children’s park at Sema-
tilla at the PWD staff quarter 
was also proposed. In this 
regard, Commissioner-sec-
retary for Works & Housing 
Bendangkokba has directed 
the officers to submit a pro-
posal to said facility.

The minister visited the 
“roads and bridges sector” 
in Dimapur too, on April 20, 
the press release added. 

Dimapur, April 22 (EMN): 
The National Lok Adalat 
across Nagaland has ad-
dressed 300 cases, out of 
which the legal agency 
has disposed 203 cases 
that were in the ‘pre-litiga-
tive stage.’ A press release 
from the Nagaland State 
Legal Services Authority 
(NSLSA) informed about 
the event.

The total worth of set-
tlement from the disposed 
cases was INR 80, 40,489, 
it was informed.  Altogeth-
er ten Lok Adalat sitting 
were constituted within 
the premises of the district 
court buildings.  

The cases that were 

addressed for settlement 
included cases of bank 
recovery, traffic, motor ac-
cident claims, and pending 
petty criminal cases.  

Earlier the DLSA had 
organised a publicity pro-
gramme to educate the 
public about the benefits 
of settling disputes through 
the Lok Adalat. 

The proceedings were 
conducted in local dia-
lects for the convenience 
of litigants and without 
stressing much on legal 
technicalities.

The Lok Adalat has 
been given a statutory sta-
tus under the Legal Serv-
ices Authorities Act of 1987, 

the press release informed. 
Through the act, the de-
cision taken by the Lok 
Adalats have been made 
equivalent to a decree of a 
civil court and is final be-
fore any court of law. 

If no settlement is ar-
rived at the Lok Adalat, the 
parties can continue with 
court proceedings.

The Lok Adalat is the 
‘fastest and simplest mode’ 
for resolving disputes.

 It was stated that the 
method was like a ‘direct 
talks between the litigants 
and parties.’ 

The system is free and 
so is the service of lawyers, 
it was informed.

Dimapur,April 22 (EMN): The Excise divi-
sion of Wokha has confiscated more than a 
thousand bottles of assorted liquor  follow-
ing a raid on a place at GA colony on April 
22 in the town. 

According to updates from the depart-
ment on Sunday, the enforcement seized 
1655 bottles of assorted liquor. The owner 

of the consignment was identified as one Y 
Kikon of Yimpang village. 

Said owner was arrested and booked un-
der various sections of the Nagaland Liquor 
Total Prohibition Act, it was informed. The 
Excise division has urged for the public to 
‘cooperate in future to restrain the menace 
of alcohol abuse.’ 

actually stolen a motorbike 
and had sold it at Niuland.

‘Accordingly, police par-

ty along with the accused 
proceeded to Niuland and 
recovered one M/Bike B/R 

No. NL07E7180 from ac-
cused identified as Tokheho. 
In this connection a case has 
been registered and inves-
tigation,’ the press release 
added.  Talking of bikes, the 
next that fell into the police’s 
dragnet was a case of kid-
napping.  On April 17, a driv-
er named Rafique Islam was 
kidnapped along with his 
Tata Mobile (NL07A/6034) 
by four unidentified individ-
uals allegedly on the pretext 
of hiring his vehicle. 

‘The vehicle was taken 
to Khushiabill (Miya Bazaar) 
and looted all his belongings 
(cash INR 6000, two mobile 
handsets). 

The driver was beaten 
mercilessly and demanded 
INR 10,00,000 as ransom 
for his release,’ the police 
stated.  “Fortunately, the 
driver managed to escape 
and reported the matter. 
Accordingly, Dimapur po-
lice swung into action and 

arrested one namely Babul 
one of the accused person. 
In this connection, a case 
has been registered and 
investigation is going on,” 
the police added. 

In another case, this one 
on the 21st, a Special Op-
eration Team of Dimapur 
police arrested one extor-
tionist.  He was identified 
to be one Akato Sumi, a 
25-year old from Mikhami 
village in Zunheboto, and a 
resident of Burma Camp in 
Dimapur. 

He was arrested for 
extorting money from the 
business community at 
Golaghat Road near the 
Tragopan junction in the 
city, the police stated.

 INR 4630 was seized 
from the possession of the 
accused and a complaint 
was lodged with East Police 
Station for further inves-
tigation, the press release 
stated. 

service on April 22, Pastor 
Zhabu Kuotsu spoke based 
on the topic ‘He named it 
Ebenezer, saying, thus far 
the lord has helped us.’ 

Also, giving an overview 
of the church’s history was 
Keneingunuo Solo. She 
said that the church’s plot 
was a ‘solemn’ gift from 
citizen Khriedi-u Whuorie 
and family. 

Sh e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e 
church’s building was 
dedicated to the glory of 
God by Rev Viketou Kiso, 
pastor of CRC at Kigwema 
village. 

In commemoration of 
the church’s silver jubilee, 

the executive secretary 
of the Angami Christian 
Revival Church Council 
(ACRCC) Rev. Luozilie San-
chu unveiled a monolith. 

Believers from various 
churches attended the ju-
bilee celebration, it was 
informed. 

It was informed that 
the main speakers of the 
event were Pastor Vichülie 
Kelio of CRC Kohima vil-
lage; Pastor Zhabu Kuotsu 
of the UCRC in Kohima; 
Rev. Dr. Luozilie Sanchu, 
executive secretary of the 
ACRCC, and Rev. Khriezet-
uo Keretsii, chairman of 
the ACRCC.
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Guwahati, April 22 (PTI): 
From writing fiction in Eng-
lish to poetry on love and 
death in Urdu, Assamese 
author Rohan Gogoi has 
been busy crossing linguis-
tic and literary boundaries.

And now Gogoi, who 
describes himself as the 
first Urdu poet from the 
northeastern state, is focus-
ing on his new project -- a 
book of verse in Urdu on 
Buddhism.

The 40-year-old poet 
said the warm reception 
to his debut collection of 
‘shayari’ or Urdu poetry, 
which dealt with issues 
such as nature and nostal-
gia, prompted him to start 
work on his new project.

“Language is not for one 
particular religion. That is 
why I am trying to experi-
ment with Buddhism in my 
next collection of Urdu po-
ems,” Gogoi told PTI.

After ‘Rahgeer-e-Rehgu-
zar’, published in January 

this year, he is working on 
his new book of verse in 
Urdu on the Buddha’s life 
and philosophy, dealing 
with aspects as varied as 
childhood, rebellion, greed, 
love, sympathy, patience 
and compassion.

“I am trying to bring out 
the different facets of Bud-
dhist philosophy through 
Urdu shayari’, he said, add-
ing that he hopes to release 
the book by the year-end or 
early 2019.

The author of the nov-
el ‘Chasing Maya’ said it 
was while he was writing 
his second book of fiction, 
called The Flying Yogi’, that 
he discovered he could pen 
poetry in Urdu.

In the book, the central 
character from UP goes 
to Shillong as a writer of 
Urdu verse. Gogoi, who 
has penned scores of un-
published English poems, 
decided to translate his 
own verse into Urdu for the 

novel.
“I completed 56 nazms 

or ghazals, translated from 
my English poems as well 
as new writings. I chose 
40 of them and published 
‘Rahgeer-e-Rehguzar’, he 
said, adding that the book 
had been widely read in 
western India and was on 
the bestsellers’ list for two 
months at the Crossword 
bookstores in Pune.

Born and raised in As-
sam’s Nagaon, he is now 
settled in Pune and works 
in the communications 
division of a multinational 
power management com-
pany.

Gogoi, who writes his 
verse in Devnagri, has not 
formally learnt Urdu. He 
picked up the language by 
listening to old Hindi songs, 
and by consulting a diction-
ary every time he wanted a 
word to be explained.

“Sahir Ludhianvi has 
influenced me the most. I 
got astonished listening to 
his Hindi film songs during 
my childhood and used to 
wonder at how lyrical his 
thoughts were. Kaifi Azmi 
also inspired me a lot, he 
said.

Though many believe 
shayari’ is mostly roman-
tic, Gogoi said he wanted 
to experiment with other 
dimensions of people’s 
lives.

“Poetry has romance 
but romance alone is not 
poetry. I want to write on 
religion, spiritualism, cul-
ture, social issues, minimal-
ism, small town life and the 
Hindi heartland’s approach 
to the North East among 
others,” he added.

Agartala, April 22 (PTI): 
The state government’s 
decision to develop the 
century-old ‘Puspavant 
Palace’ into a museum 
has come under fire from 
Pradyot Kishore Debbar-
ma, Tripura’s royal scion 
and the grandson of last 
king Bir Bikram Kishore, 
who termed it as a move 
to “hijack indigenous her-
itage”.

The Tripura govern-
ment has recently issued a 
notification to announce 
that the ‘Puspavant Palace’, 
which served as the of-
ficial residence of 16 state 
governors since 1972, is 
set to be transformed into 
a museum and research 
centre dedicated to Nobel 
laureate Rabindranath 
Tagore.

Governor Tathagata 
Roy has shifted to a new 
Raj Bhavan building, 
which he inaugurated on 
April 18 at the capital com-
plex here.

“I am against the re-
naming of any old monu-
ments or palaces. It is sad 
to hear that the govern-
ment of Tripura will be 
renaming the Puspavant 
Palace (governor’s house) 
to Rabindranath Tagore 
museum,” Debbarma 
said.

Samarjit Bhowmik, the 
secretary of Rajbhavan, 

however, clarified there 
was no question of chang-
ing the name of the palace, 
but it would be converted 
into a museum for Tagore.

When pointed out that 
the state does not intend 
to rename the palace, 
Debbarma said, “They are 
trying to hijack everything 
culturally. Eventually, they 
would rename the palace. 
I want to know why the 
historical place would be 
made into a museum. Let 
it remain as it is.” 

Tagore was a great 
friend of the maharajas of 
Tripura and the govern-
ment is unnecessarily try-
ing to drag the bard into 
the controversy, he said.

Debbarma equated 
the present government 
with the erstwhile Left 
Front rule that had tried 
to convert the Ujayanta 
Palace into a museum.

“How is this govern-
ment different from the 
Left Front government, 
which tried to do some-
thing similar with Ujay-
anta Palace. If the gov-
ernment wants to build 
a museum for Rabind-
ranath Tagore, I am will-
ing to donate land for 
it, but remodelling the 
Puspavant Palace is not a 
good idea.” 

The Joint Action Com-
mittee of Civil Society 

(JACCS), an organization 
of the state’s indigenous 
people, has also issued a 
statement two days ago 
to say that it strongly con-
demns the BJP govern-
ment’s decision to over-
haul the royal abode.

The palace was built 
by King Birendra Kishore 
Manikya in 1917 and his 
statue should be installed 
in front of the palace, 
JACCS general secretary 
Anthony Debbarma sug-
gested.

Pannalal Roy, who 
conducted a research on 
Tagore’s relation with the 
Manikya kings of Tripura, 
said the bard has visited 
the state seven times and 
stayed at the palace in 
1925 as the guest of Bir 
Bikram Kishore, the last 
Manikya king.

Tripura was elevated to 
the status of a full-fledged 
state in 1972, and since 
then, the palace, built 
on 1.76 hectares of land, 
served as the Raj Bhavan 
or the governor’s house.

“The Puspavant Pal-
ace has been identified 
as a heritage building not 
only because of its asso-
ciation with royalty, but 
also because Tagore and 
other great personalities 
had stayed here as royal 
guests,” the Raj Bhavan 
secretary added.

Itanagar, April 22 (PTI): Two Army personnel were 
killed and another went missing when a vehicle of 
the Madras Regiment skidded off the road and fell 
into the Kundil River in Lower Dibang Valley district 
early today, official sources said.

Four other officers also sustained minor injuries 
in the accident, they said.

The vehicle, with 18 personnel on board, was 
patrolling the Iduli village area of the district, near 
China border, around 2.30 am when the road sud-
denly caved in, Lower Dibang Valley Deputy Com-
missioner Mitali Namchoom said.

The driver lost control on the wheel and the car 
fell into the river, she said, adding that the area is 
prone to landslides.

The district administration, along with police 
and Army officers, is undertaking rescue op-
erations, Namchoom said, adding that two bodies 
have been retrieved so far while the third is still 
missing.

“The bodies have been sent to the hospital and 
search is on for the missing personnel,” she said.

The NDRF battalion, stationed at Changlang 
district, has left for the accident site.

Imphal, April 22 (IANS): 
Manipur Chief Minister 
N. Biren Singh on Sunday 
said that the state govern-
ment had agreed “in prin-
ciple” to give enhanced 
salaries to its employees 
as per the 7th Pay Com-
mission recommenda-
tions.

However, he added, 
the government is seeking 
some time so that a com-
mittee formed in this con-

nection could work out the 
modalities of the payment 
of increased salaries. 

He  m a d e  t h e  a n -
nouncement during a BJP 
executive meeting here. 

The state government 
employees, numbering 
about 100,000, have been 
on strike to demand high-
er pay scales. 

Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Yumnam Joykumar, 
who holds the finance 

portfolio, had said that it 
was not possible to imple-
ment the pay commission 
recommendations since it 
involved an additional Rs 
1,600 crore expenditure 
per annum. 

Biren had said in the 
recent past that Manipur 
depended on the Centre’s 
largesse and it would be 
almost impossible to ar-
range the additional mon-
ey required. 

New Delhi, April 22 (PTI): Bihu 
functions are the flavour in the 
Delhi-NCR area which has hosted 
several such events in the past 10 
days or so to celebrate the Rongali 
Bihu festival that heralds the As-
samese new year and the onset 
of spring.

If it was Gurgaon on April 14, 
the IGNCA grounds hosted a Bihu 
function the next day. Similar 
functions were held at Noida and 
Faridabad yesterday and one at 
Dwarka here today.

The highlights of these func-
tions were husoris (group dances 
that are an integral part of the 
Bihu celebrations), Bihu songs 
and dhol (drum) performances. 
Also popular artistes from Assam 
like Zublee Baruah, Mousam Go-

goi, Nirmali Das and Neel Akash 
gave spirited performances belt-
ing out Bihu and other numbers.

The Bihu at Gurgaon was a 
tribute to Assamese actor Biju 
Phukan and filmmaker Abdul 
Majid who passed away last year.

At the Delhi Bihu function, 
there was a dance performance 
on popular songs from Phukan’s 
films.

“Assam Association Gurgaon 
(AAG) has been celebrating Ron-
gali Bihu in Gurgaon since its 
inception in 2007. During its 
early years, it was an effort of few 
very highly motivated individu-
als to bring together the people 
who hail from Assam and live in 
Gurgaon to celebrate Bihu,” says 
AAG general secretary Prabhakar 

Dutta.
“However, AAG grew in leaps 

and bounds in the subsequent 
years and today it has earned the 
reputation as an organisation to 
celebrate one of the most organ-
ised and colourful Bihu events 
in the entire NCR region,” Dutta 
adds.

“Such functions provide an 
opportunity for Assamese people 
living in the national capital and 
the satellite towns to meet and 
enjoy the evening,” says Assam 
Association Delhi general secre-
tary Dipak Saikia. 

The event at Noida was organ-
ised by the Assam People’s Welfare 
Association, Trans Yamuna Delhi-
NCR, and that in Faridabad by the 
Assam Association Faridabad.

Aizawl, April 22 (PTI): 29 gold 
bars weighing one kg each 
were recovered from a person 
who was arrested from Mual-
lungthu, about 17 km from 
here, a Customs official said 
today.

The gold bars seized yes-
terday were worth over Rs 
916.80 lakh, Deputy Com-
missioner of Aizawl Customs 
Division James Guite said.

One Hualzidinga (55), 
a resident of Mizoram-
Myanmar border town of 
Champhai was arrested. 
It was suspected that gold 
bars were smuggled in from 
Myanmar.

PTI

Cows and Adjutant storks feed on waste at a garbage dumping site in Guwahati of Assam on Sunday. This year’s Earth Day theme focuses on ‘Ending Plastic Pollution.’ It is devoted 
to contribute information and inspire to change human attitude and behaviour about plastics.

Inspired by Sahir, Assamese 
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Manipur agrees in principle for 
staff salaries as per pay panel

Delhi-NCR soaks in Bihu festivities29 gold 
bars seized

Scion opposes Tripura govt.’s move 
to convert palace into museum

New world shadows          

PTI

File photo of Writer Rohan Gogoi. From writing fiction in English to poetry 
in Urdu, Assamese author Gogoi has been crossing linguistic and literary 
boundaries. 



ADVERTISEMENT
Applications are invited from bonafide indigenous unemployed 

youth of Nagaland having HSSLC (10+2) passed only of any 
discipline to undergo 2 (two) years Agriculture Extension Training 
(AET) course programme at IETC, Medziphema for the session 
2018-20.

The last date for submission of application is 15th May, 2018 
(Room No: B-12, Directorate of Agriculture, Kohima) with the 
following photo copies of certificates/ documents as given below:

1. HSLC Admit Card, Marksheet and Pass Certificate from 
recognized institute only.

2. HSSLC (10+2) of any discipline Admit Card, Marksheet and 
Pass Certificate from recognized institute only.

3. Indigenous Inhabitant Certificate and Scheduled Tribe certificate
4. Medical Fitness Certificate from Government Hospitals.
5. 2 (Two) self attested passport size photo 
6. Age limit is 18-24 years (i.e., 1st Jan.2000 – 1st Jan. 1994)
Only eligible candidate with complete documents will be called 

for interview/ test etc; the dates of which will be published in local 
dailies.

Sd/-
(G.IKUTO ZHIMOMI)
Director of Agriculture

Nagaland : Kohima

 No. AGR/IETC/DIPLOMA COURSE/CORR/2017-18/2990               Dated: Kohima, the 21st April 18.

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF AGRICULTURE

NAGALAND : KOHIMA

KG-2480

Near New N S T Bus Station
Kohima

Ph. 9862034454

Admission Going on for:
1) N P S C/ U P S C Prelims Exam 2018, SSC 

and Banking
2) Computer Courses (Special Classes for those 

who are waiting for Exams result)
3) Special Coaching for Stenography and 

Typewriting
4) Cutting and Tailoring
5) Spoken English (Starting soon)

ELITE ACADEMY

K-1642

KG
-2

48
1

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DEPARTMENT OF GEOLOGY & MINING

NAGALAND::KOHIMA

Kohima, dated 22nd April, 2018.
NOTIFICATION

GM-5/EXPL-15/2001 (Pt) :: In exercise of the power conferred under rules 43, 4, 
I9, 23, 33,39, 67, 75 etc. of the Nagaland Minor Mineral Concession Rules, 2004 
(NMMCR 2004) and pursuant to the decision of the joint meeting minutes dated 
28th October, 2017 of the department of Geology & Mining and Environment, 
Forest, & Climate Change chaired by the Hon'ble Chief Minister and as per the 
Rules of Executive Business, 2016,in the Department of Geology & Mining has 
been authorized to implement the NMMCR, 2014 by granting Mining lease/
license query permitted and levy royalty on minor minerals such as; sand, gravels, 
boulders, stone chips, bricks, clay, sand stone, lime stone, granite, marble, etc as 
listed in schedule-II of the NMMCR 2014 throughout the state and will monitor 
and regulate mines, queries in the state.

In view of the above stated statutory provision, the Department of Geology & 
Mining is authorized to grand  mining lease/license, query permit and levy taxes/
royalty on minor minerals such as sand, , gravels, boulders, stone chips, bricks, 
clay, sand stone, etc. Henceforth, the Environment, Forest &Climate Change 
(EF&CC) or any other department or agency will not issue any license/permit 
nor levy taxes/royalty either on minor or major minerals. Whatever permit/license 
issued for minor minerals by the EF&CC department or by any other agencies shall 
stand cancelled with immediate effect. Sd/-

TEMJEN TOY, IAS
Chief Secretary of the Govt. of Nagaland 

Kohima, dated 2nd April, 2018
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RBI circular barring banking service 
for crypto-currencies challenged in HC

Raw, pasteurised camel 
milk sales soar up to 111% 

Bids for Moser Baer Solar likely this 
week — Resolution professional

Petrol price touches record 
INR 74.40 per litre in Delhi

Mahindra Electric ties up with 
Meru for e-vehicle project

Global cues, quarterly results 
to guide equity indices

New Delhi, April 22 (PTI): 
The Delhi High Court has 
sought the response of 
the Centre, the RBI and 
the GST Council on a plea 
challenging a circular 
which prohibits banks 
and financial institutions 
from providing any serv-
ice in relation to virtual 
currencies such as ‘cryp-
to-currencies’.

A bench of justices S 
Ravindra Bhat and A K 
Chawla issued notice to 
the Ministry of Finance, 
the Reserve Bank of In-
dia (RBI), which issued 
the circular, and the GST 
Council and sought their 
reply by May 24.

The order came on 
the plea by Gujarat-based 
company, Kali Digital Ec-
osystems Pvt Ltd, which 
was proposing to under-
take the business of op-
erating a crypto-currency 
exchange system for cus-
tomers within India.

The company has 
claimed that it has already 
undertaken substantial 
investment in this regard 

Jaipur, April 22 (PTI): The 
sale of raw and pasteurised 
camel milk has shot up by 
over 79 per cent and 111 
per cent, respectively, since 
2013-14 due to its rising de-
mand across the country, 
officials said.

According to data from 
National Research Centre 
on Camel (NRCC), Bikan-
er, the sale of raw camel 
milk, which was 5,088 li-
tres in the year 2013-14 
recorded 79.32 percent 
rise in 2017-18 with sale of 
9,124 litres. 

A similar trend was 
witnessed in sale of pas-
teurised milk, which wit-
nessed 111.44 per cent rise 
during the period. 2,145 
litres of pasteurised camel 
milk was sold in 2017-18 as 
against 1,145 litres in 2013-
14, the data revealed.

Pasteurised and raw 
camel milk are mostly 
consumed for their health 
benefits. Various scientific 
studies have proven the 
benefits of camel milk in 
diseases like diabetes, au-
tism and arthritis due to its 
rich protein, vitamin and 
anti-oxidant properties, 
said director of NRCC Dr 
N. V. Patil. 

“Unlike cow and goat 
milk, camel milk has a dif-
ferent taste, which most 
of the people use for 
health benefits. With am-

ple number of researches 
proving benefits of camel 
milk in health disorders, 
a rise in its sale has been 
witnessed over the past few 
years,” he said. 

In a research conduct-
ed in 2016-17 at NRCC on 
the role of camel milk in 
recovery of autistic and 
mentally retarded children, 
a total 108 children who 
were provided camel milk 
therapy. 

An overall 30.22 per 
cent improvement from 
pre to post-treatment score 
in all the children was ob-
served.  

The children having 
pre-treatment scores up to 
75 showed improvement 
of 43-58 per cent and chil-
dren having pre- treatment 
score of 90 had shown im-
provement of up to 34%.

The revenue generated 
through sale of camel milk 
and its products through 
milk parlours was regis-
tered at Rs 11.98 lakh in 
2017-18 against Rs 3.37 
(RPT) 3.37 lakh in 2013-14, 
the NRCC data states.

“We are not able to ex-
port camel milk despite its 
demand in the market. We 
are in talks with the govern-
ment to set up a society like 
Amul to process milk. Also, 
dwindling camel popula-
tion is a grave concern,” 
he said. 

and planned to roll-out 
the exchange system, 
called ‘Coin Recoil’, in Au-
gust this year.

However, due to the 
April 6 circular issued by 
the RBI, the company 
claimed it would not be 

able to avail banking serv-
ices, imperative for its 
business, to operate it, the 
petition has said.

Under the circular, 
entities regulated by the 
RBI have been prohib-
ited from “providing any 

service in relation to vir-
tual currencies, including 
those of transfer or receipt 
of money in accounts re-
lating to purchase or sale 
of virtual currencies”, it 
has said.

For entities which are 

already providing such 
services, three months 
time has been given to 
them to cease such activ-
ity, the plea has said.

Apart from seeking 
quashing of the circular 
on the ground that it is 
“arbitrary, unconstitu-
tional and violative of the 
Constitution”, the petition 
has also sought a direc-
tion to the Goods and 
Services Tax (GST) Coun-
cil to “frame appropriate 
regulation on crypto-cur-
rencies”.

Crypto-currencies are 
digital currency in which 
encryption techniques 
are used to regulate the 
generation of units of cur-
rency and verify the trans-
fer of funds, operating 
independently of a cen-
tral bank. The company 
has claimed that lack of 
regulations on crypto-
currencies has “increased 
the uncertainty over treat-
ment of such transactions 
and is adversely affecting 
the proposed business of 
the petitioner”.

Mumbai, April 22 (IANS): 
Global cues such as vola-
tile crude oil prices, along 
with the policy stance of 
major global central banks 
and the ongoing quarterly 
results season are expected 
to guide the Indian equity 
market’s trajectory next 
week.

According to market 
observers, April derivatives 
expiry coupled with the 
direction of foreign fund 
flows and rupee’s move-
ment against the US dollar 
will also be closely tracked 
by investors.

The local bond yields 
and rupee levels (RBI’s re-
sponse) would be closely 
watched after the hawkish 
RBI (Reserve Bank of IN-
dia) minutes.”

Apart from global cues, 
companies like Bharti In-
fratel, Reliance Infrastruc-
ture, Bharti Airtel, Jindal 
Stainless, UltraTech Ce-
ment, Wipro, Axis Bank, 
Biocon, Rallis India, Yes 
Bank and Maruti Suzuki 
India are expected to an-
nounce their fourth quar-
ter (Q4) earning results in 
the coming week.

 Earnings releases of 

Axis, Yes and HDFC banks 
would be monitored close-
ly to assess the trends of 
incremental NPAs (non-
performing assets) recog-
nition in private banks,” 
Nevgi said.

According to D.K. Ag-
garwal, Chairman and 
Managing Director of SMC 
Investments & Advisors: 
“Stock-specific action will 
continue to impact sen-
timent.” “Next week it is 
expected that the Nifty 
will move in the range of 
10,400-10,650 points levels 
and Bank Nifty will move 
in the range of 24,500 to 
25,000.”

Besides, the rupee’s 
movement will be another 
crucial factor in the equity 
trade segment. 

The Indian rupee had 
weakened by 92 paise to 
close at 66.13 against the 
US dollar for the week end-
ed April 20.

In terms of invest-
ments, provisional figures 
from the stock exchanges 
showed that foreign in-
stitutional investors sold 
scrip worth Rs 2,821.24 
crore, while the domes-
tic institutional investors 

purchased stocks worth Rs 
2,124.16 crore during last 
week.

Figures from the Na-
tional Securities Deposi-
tory (NSDL) revealed that 
foreign portfolio investors 
divested equities worth Rs 
3,096.62 crore, or $471.78 
million, during April 16-20.

“The Nifty remains in 
an uptrend and further 
upsides are likely once 
the immediate resistance 
of 10,632 points is taken 
out,” said Deepak Jasani, 
Head of Retail Research for 
HDFC Securities.

Last week, forecast of 
normal monsoon rains, 
along with healthy earn-
ings in the IT sector, had 
lifted the Indian equity 
markets.

Consequently, the ba-
rometer 30-scrip Sensi-
tive Index (Sensex) of the 
Bombay Stock Exchange 
(BSE) rose by 222.93 points 
or 0.65 per cent to close at 
34,415.58 points.

Similarly, the wider 
NSE Nifty50 made gains. 
It closed trade at 10,564.05 
points -- up 83.45 points or 
0.80 per cent from its previ-
ous week’s close.

Hyderabad, April  22 
(PTI): Mahindra Elec-
tric, part of the diversi-
fied USD 19 billion Ma-
hindra Group and Meru, 
technology-enabled cab 
services company, today 
announced a collabora-
tion for a pilot Electric 
Vehicle project here.

According to a press 
release issued by the auto 
maker, the pilot project 
will see Meru deploy a 
fleet of eVeritos, the all-
electric sedan by Mahin-
dra and the model will be 
replicated in other cities 
soon.

Mahindra Electric 
CEO, Mahesh Babu”said, 
“As pioneers of electric 
mobility, we at Mahindra 
Electric are happy to lead 

electric fleet adoption in 
India and are glad to part-
ner with Meru for pilot 
deployment of eVeritos in 
Hyderabad.”

“This is definitely go-
ing to make it easier for 
the city to adopt EV tech-
nology and will also be 
in line with our constant 
endeavour to make EVs 
more accessible to a larger 
urban population.

We are now looking 
forward to working with 
Meru to have this project 
rolled out to more cit-
ies.” “

Meru”CEO, Nilesh 
Sangoi said,  “We are 
launching a pilot in Hy-
derabad with Mahindra 
eVerito sedan cars in as-
sociation with AimGreen.

Based on the learn-
ings of this pilot, we will 
expand this initiative to 
induct more EVs in our 
network in other cities 
that we operate in.

Over the next four 
years, we intend to move 
major part of our fleet to 
EVs.

“ The Mahindra eVer-
ito will be available for 
booking in Hyderabad 
through Meru’s mobile 
apps, website and will 
also be available at the 
Meru Zone at Hyderabad 
airport.

The services will be 
available at the same fare 
as governed by the Telan-
gana government’s radio 
taxi fares for sedans, the 
release said.

Ne w  De l h i , Ap r i l  2 2 
(IANS): Petrol price in 
Delhi on Sunday touched 
Rs 74.40 per litre, the high-
est since May 2014, as per 
the daily price listed by 
state-run Indian Oil Corp 
(IOC) under its dynamic 
pricing regime.

On September 14, 
2013, petrol price in Delhi 
had touched Rs 76.06 a 
litre. In Kolkata, Mumbai 
and Chennai too, petrol 
prices climbed to new 
highs of Rs 77.10, Rs 82.25 
and Rs 77.19 respectively, 
the IOC said.

The previous high in 
these cities was Rs 78.03 
(Kolkata, August 2014), 
Rs 82.07 (Mumbai, March 
2014) and Rs 76.93 (Chen-

nai, July 2014).
Diesel  prices also 

touched new record lev-
els on Sunday, with prices 
per litre in Delhi, Kolkata, 
Mumbai and Chennai 
at Rs 65.65, Rs 68.35, Rs 
69.91 and Rs 69.27 respec-
tively.

Petrol prices firmed up 
over the weekend along 
with a surge in crude oil 
prices due to the ongoing 
supply cut by the Organi-
sation of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries, cou-
pled with a strong de-
mand for crude. 

On Friday, Brent crude 
was priced around $73.56 
per barrel, whereas in 
2013 it was priced at over 
$100 a barrel.

Mumbai, April 22 (PTI): 
Bids for the assets of 
bankrupt Moser Baer So-
lar are likely to be invited 
this week, according to 
resolution professional 
Arvind Garg. The company 
owes over Rs 1,000 crore 
to a clutch of lenders. The 
debt turned dud following 
which it has been referred 
to the National Company 
Law Tribunal. 

The company has been 
referred to NCLT under the 
Insolvency and Bankrupt-
cy Code. Moser Baer was 
dragged to the New Delhi 
bench of the tribunal by 
the state-run Central Bank 
of India after it defaulted on 
over Rs 114-crore loan. The 
tribunal had last November 
allowed the insolvency plea 
of Central Bank.

When the case was ad-
mitted, the tribunal had 
appointed Ritu Rastogi 

as the interim resolution 
professional and the board 
was suspended in Novem-
ber 2017.

The company has 
an installed capacity of 
around 250 MW, but it and 

has an infrastructure t0 
develop 500 MW. Moser 
Baer is still strong brand in 
international markets as its 
focus has always been on 
exports supplies to over 38 
countries.
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Death is Not Enough

I
n the backdrop of the Kathua and Unnao rape 
cases and the outrage in the country that fol-
lowed, the Union Cabinet has finally decided 
to make stringent the laws relating to rape es-

pecially those related to assault on minors. The or-
dinance passed by the cabinet on April 21 allows 
courts to pronounce the Death Penalty on those 
convicted of raping a child below the age of 12, and 
life-term for raping a girl below the age of 16. It also 
prescribed that there would be no anticipatory bail 
for persons accused of raping a girl under 16. The 
years of imprisonment for those convicted for rape 
have been increased also. The cabinet’s ordinance 
comes after four states in the country recently 
passed laws making rape of a minor punishable 
by death. The change in the statutes is the need of 
the hour due to the increasing number of violence 
against women, especially the girl child. 

Although the demand for change in the laws re-
lating to rape was brought about very strongly in 
the aftermath of the 2012 Delhi gang rape, it was 
not enough. The Central government needs to se-
riously ponder the recommendations of the Justice 
Verma Committee Report on sexual offences, which 
was submitted in 2013.  The report is a watershed 
in the way sexual offence are viewed and perceived 
in India. 

To pick a few: In the preface to the report the 
committee specifically mentions the lack of good 
governance resulting in the erosion of the Rule of 
Law. “Failure of good governance is the obvious root 
cause for the current unsafe environment eroding 
the rule of law, and not the want of needed legisla-
tion. If there was a felt need for more laws, there are 
many recommendations of expert bodies and judi-
cial decisions that remain unimplemented.”

Again in the preface the reports mentioned 
that attitudinal changes were  required  ‘to correct 
the aberration of gender bias...have to be brought 
about in the institutions of governance to improve 
the work culture, and in civil society to improve the 
social norms for realizing the constitutional prom-
ise of equality in all spheres for the womenfolk.’ 

The committee concluded that there was a ‘di-
rect and rational nexus between methods of parent-
ing and school curriculum and the right of women, 
especially the girl child.’ It stated further: “Through 
proper parenting and appropriate school curricu-
lum, India can teach its children to respect the 
members of the other and the same sex, and would 
to a great extent succour gender mainstreaming. We 
firmly believe that this would lead to reduction in 
drop-outs, and would enable better understanding, 
mutual acceptance of each other when children en-
ter into adolescents. These practices in schools are 
a must.”

Along with the cultural aspects of how sexual of-
fence was generally viewed till recently, the coun-
try’s hands are already dirtier with a more serious 
form of sexual offence. As a country India has un-
officially supported and even used rape—by agents 
of the state—as a weapon in many of the conflicts 
areas of the country. The reason why the Justice Ver-
ma report had also specifically recommended the 
review of the Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AF-
SPA). The commission observed that the “impunity 
of systematic sexual violence is being legitimised by 
the armed forces special powers act.” 

The current ordinance has made the sentence 
severe and the rules more stringent. The change in 
the perception however will not happen by chang-
ing statutes as mentioned by the Verma committee. 
There is a more serious need for gender sensitisa-
tion that is required in the country at present—the 
age-old perception and practice of discrimination 
against women has to end first. 

New Book Explodes Myth About Cost 
of Instruments Used By Sir C V Raman

Dr Hardev SinghVirk | India Science Wire

I
t is a part of folklore about In-
dian science that Sir C V Raman 
made his Nobel-prize winning 
discovery in 1928 using instru-

ments which cost just a few hundred 
rupees. A new book by a science his-
torian has busted this myth.

Dr Rajinder Singh, a well-known 
historian of science, in his new book 
titled C.V. Raman’s Laboratory and 
Discovery of the Raman Effect, has 
brought to light certain hidden as-
pects of the Nobel laureate’s life and 
work. This is Singh’s third book on 
Raman.

The book providesfull account of 
how Raman and his students created 

and perpetuated myth that Raman 
Effect was discovered by spending 
just 200 to 500 Indian Rupees. The 
myth was floated and publicized in 
national newspapers (The Bharat 
Joyti, National Herald, Indian News 
Chronicle) in 1940s and in the mem-
oirs written by Raman’s students. 
It was projected that the facilities 
available at the Indian Association 
for Cultivation of Science (IACS), 
Calcutta, where Raman did his ex-
perimental work, were poor.

In newspaper interviews Raman 
himself spoke about poor facilities 
available for Indian scientists. The 
cost of equipment used by Raman, 

as mentioned in newspaper articles, 
ranged between Rs 200 and Rs 500. 
Raman’s biographer and one of his 
former students, A. Jayaraman,wrote 
that “the equipment which Raman 
employed for the discovery was very 
simple and amounted to a total cost 
of 500 Rupees at the time.”

The new book provides adetailed 
list of instruments used by Raman 
with their cost. Their total cost has 
been worked out to be Rupees 7630, 
excluding money spent on chemi-
cals, which cost a handsome amount 
those days. It details the circum-
stances and instruments used dur-
ing discovery of Raman Effect step by 
step on the basis of the diary of his 
co-scientist KS Krishnan from Feb-
ruary 16, 1928 onwards. The chap-
ter is a compendium of instruments 
such as mercury lamps, light filters, 
spectroscopes and other accessories 
required for Raman’s investigations 
leading to his discovery and the No-
bel Prize.

Raman started his research activ-
ity in 1907 at IACS and it included 
areas as diverse as acoustics, optics, 
X-rays, and crystallography. His re-
search team included the best talent 
available in India, as shown in the 
book. The library of IACS subscribed 
to 100 popular scientific journals 
from Europe. Thus the research fa-
cilities were not only adequate but 
almost ‘unlimited’, according to the 
author. It was Raman’s dream to 
make IACS an international centre of 
research in India.

“Raman had a huge team of 36 
trained researchers; well-equipped 
laboratories and workshops, and his 
own journal. Thus under these cir-
cumstances, it is wrong to tell that 
Raman worked under ‘poor’ condi-
tions,” the book has pointed out.

In the chapter titled “Instruments 
for the Discovery of Raman Effect”, 
Singh laments that “as far as India is 
concerned, the history of scientific 
instruments is relatively unknown. 
Even the instruments ‘made’ or 
bought by renowned physicists like 
CV Raman, MN Saha and SN Bose 
have not been properly preserved”.   

The book points out that Ram-
an was in the habit of complaining 
about poor conditions, especially 
after his visits to European laborato-
ries. In a letter written to the Regis-
trar of Calcutta University, he boast-
ed: “From the experience I have 
gained in travelling in different parts 
of the world and visiting the great 
centres where experimental research 
in physics is carried on, I can assert 
without hesitation that the facilities 
available to the Palit Professor of 
Physics for the carrying on his duties 
at the College of Science are miser-

able in the extreme.”
Besides the instruments used by 

Raman, the book provides an ac-
count of Raman’s general activities 
as a faculty member, his opponents 
at the University of Calcutta and the 
international honours received by 
him as Palit Professor.

AsutoshMookerjee, an educa-
tionist and judge who later became 
Vice Chancellor of Calcutta Univer-
sity, was a staunch supporter of the 
scientist. Raman was made Palit Pro-
fessor of Physics even when he had 
no foreign research degree equiva-
lent to D.Sc and that too on his own 
terms and conditions against the 
rules of the University. However, Ra-
man proved his worth by winning a 
Nobel Prize in 1930.

Raman was provided “Ghose 
Travelling Fellowship” under which 
he could visit most of the research 
laboratories in Europe, USA and 
Canada. He wrote a proposal for ex-
panding his research activities after 
such visits which was rejected by 
the university. He wanted to change 
rules for Ph.D. registrationbut the 
University Senate did not approve 
the idea. Raman fully participated 
in university administration and ac-
cepted assignments in various aca-
demic bodies of the university. He 
preferred Bengali as medium of in-
struction over Sanskrit.

The most interesting section in 
the book talks about Raman’s so-
called opponents at the university. 
In one instance, Raman annoyed 
JC Bose by offering higher salary to 
his trustworthy mechanic to uproot 
him from the Bose Institute. Raman 
was highly critical of research work 
of JC Bose and did not spare a mo-
ment to criticise him even after his 
death. The other scientists of the 
Calcutta School who did not see eye 
to eye with Raman were MN Saha, BS 
Guha, UN Brahmachari and Ganesh 
Prasad. The author has revealed his 
acumen to bring to light the reasons 
for the conflict between the dons of 
Calcutta University and Raman.

Ultimately, all opposition to Ra-
man fizzled out after he got inter-
national honours as Palit Professor. 
He was conferred the Fellowship of 
Royal Society London, Knighthood 
of British Empire, and the highest 
award in Physics, the Nobel Prize. I 
want to finish my review with bril-
liant but somewhat sarcastic re-
marks of Arnab Ray Choudhury: “Ra-
man as a scientist possessed many 
extraordinary qualities - brilliance 
of mind, astute intuition, dogged 
determination, tenacity, an almost 
unbelievable capacity for hard work 
- certainly modesty was not one of 
his qualities”. 

To trust in Jesus is peace.

Grace is a very special lady. One word comes 
to mind when I think of her: peace. The quiet 
and restful expression on her face has seldom 
changed in the six months I have known her, 

even though her husband was diagnosed with a rare dis-
ease and then hospitalized.

When I asked Grace the secret of her peace, she said, 
“It’s not a secret, it’s a person. It’s Jesus in me. There 
is no other way I can explain the quietness I feel in the 
midst of this storm.”

The secret of peace is our relationship to Jesus 
Christ. He is our peace. When Jesus is our Savior and 
Lord, and as we become more like Him, peace becomes 
real. Things like sickness, financial difficulties, or danger 
may be present, but peace reassures us that God holds 
our lives in His hands (Daniel 5:23), and we can trust 
that things will work together for good.

Have we experienced this peace that goes beyond 
logic and understanding? Do we have the inner confi-
dence that God is in control? My wish for all of us today 
echoes the words of the apostle Paul: “May the Lord of 
peace himself give you peace.” And may we feel this 
peace “at all times and in every way” (2 Thessalonians 
3:16).

Dear Lord, please give us Your peace at all times and 
in every situation.

DAILY
PATH

The Secret of Peace
BIBLE READ:  2 THESSALONIANS 3:16–18
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

The Lord of peace himself give you peace.   
~  2 Thessalonians 3:16

Dr. Walunir

U
nban cleanliness and hy-
giene require, among others, 
two major processes - top 
down and bottom up. In the 

urban centers, the authority concerned 
has its share of the ‘cleaning’ while the 
townspeople or city dwellers and the 
migrant section have their own indi-
vidual share of keeping their town or 
city clean. Governmental agencies are 
majorly responsible for development 
of drainage system, waste control and 
waste management (collection, dispos-
al or recycling), etc. and corresponding 
infrastructure. Beyond that, public can 
play a vital role to enhance adequate 
civic sense in the urban centers. 

Keeping one’s habitat (village or 
city) clean and hygienic is intrinsic 
to ethical practices of human beings. 
This natural attitude of human life is 
acutely wanting in urban centers. One 
should understand that spitting in the 
street is same as spitting in one’s own 
living room or kitchen. Conversely, self-
restraint from littering the street or any 
public place is as good as keeping one’s 
living room clean. Littering in public 
place should then rouse a strong sense 
of guilt and shame similar to the feeling 
of shame in keeping one’s house dirty. 

Public in the urban centers, wheth-
er indigenous or otherwise, seldom do 
not have a sense of ownership of the 
city/town they live in. As such, they 
don’t feel responsible towards keep-

ing it clean. They may unconsciously 
or consciously suffer from a sense of 
isolation, detachment and indiffer-
ence from the city’s existence. So they 
will share neither the ‘pride’ or ‘shame’ 
of the city’s being. Here comes the im-
portance of ownership, belongingness 
and responsibility. The urban popu-
lace should have a deep sense of at-
tachment and care for public places 
and spaces in the same manner they 
have for their private houses.  They 
should develop a civic bonding of kin-
ship with the street, market, school, 
public office, railway station, etc. Only 
then every urban dweller will have an 
urge to keep his/her city clean. 

Government initiated cleanliness 
drive, especially in Nagaland, is basi-
cally an implementation of a nation-
wide popular scheme of keeping its 
country clean. It is also endorsed or 
implemented with an element of legal 
compulsion. Cleaning the city or town 
should not be reduced to annual gov-
ernmental endorsed cleanliness event 
or relegated to the Municipalities. The 
urge to keep city/town clean should 
run in the veins or every sensible in-
habitant of Nagaland. Nagaland can 
surely go a step further by contextual-
izing ‘Swaach Bharat’ or any other such 
governmental cleanliness drives within 
the Naga traditional civic sense. Here 
it will read as Naga heritage of com-
munity social service and social work.  
Even the migratory populace can also 
be kept in check through the high civic 

sense of the dwelling populace. 
High civic sense is part of human 

attitudes intrinsic to every human be-
ing. This can/should be constituted 
within individual sensibility from an 
early age so that the individual qualify 
as complete human beings in the later 
stages of life. Kids can imbibe this at-
titude first at home but how will they 
realize cleanliness as a personal re-
sponsibility and not the duty of the 
‘domestic help’? When it comes to 
educational institutions, urban civic 
sense, hygiene and cleanliness should 
not be completely reduced to theory 
and class-room lessons to be mugged 
up and tested in written exams. This 
means that an individual’s perform-
ance on civic sense will be evaluated 
in the ‘streets’ or open public spaces 
of urban centers whereby the urban 
dwellers will ‘pass’ or ‘fail’ in their ac-
tions, practices and attitudes. 

The practice of clean city can be 
incubated in sensible minds with high 
civic sense which cannot be cultured 
in the circuit of law and governance. 
They are part of good practices of ma-
tured, civilized and refined human 
beings. From a holistic perspective of 
cleanliness and hygiene, Nagaland is/
can be ‘clean’ or ‘dirty’ not because 
of government’s action or inaction. It 
should be situated within the larger 
Naga tradition. So it is the responsibil-
ity of every inhabitant of Nagaland to 
carry forward the legacy of this unique 
cultural heritage of high civic sense. 

Seemingly 
Controversial 
Stereotypes

The age old adage “respect 
your elders” has become 
less convenient in mod-
ern human understanding. 

Why just respect for no reason; we 
should respect also our peers, gen-
ders, classes, youngsters etc. Respect 
is no obligation but earned. It would 
not make sense to respect a rugged 
unpolished criminal just because 
he/she is older than us. Interaction 
between humans is well established 
through mutual understandings of  
things, ideas etc., being uneducated 
in engaging only creates more social 
unrest and pollution in confines, and 
offences the other on many levels. 

Disparity prevails publicly in 
pointing political mistakes and dis-
playing personal issues, infringing 
personal liberty. In discussing social/
political issues, we have to respect 
and maintain grounds for confron-
tation, revolving around produc-
tion. Else, personal issues should be 
deliberated on personal or relevant 
platform (right to defend). Compar-
ing these differences could certainly 
provide a clear picture on our social 
interaction. 
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Sex and romance 
are top priority for you today, Aries. You’re 
looking especially beautiful, you’re feeling 
especially sensual, and you could well at-

tract admiring looks from strangers. You might want to 
indulge in some new clothes or perhaps new cologne. 
This is definitely the perfect day to schedule an inti-
mate evening with a love partner. If you can, go for it. 
It might be a day or two before your schedules mesh, 
however. Be patient!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): If you’re single, 
Taurus, tonight you could find yourself long-
ing for a lover from the past and wondering 
what’s happening with this person right now. 

If you’re currently involved, you might be experiencing a 
temporary separation from your beloved, and could feel 
inclined to spend the evening at home. If you choose to 
do this, entertain yourself with a favorite book or movie. 
Remember - a watched phone never rings!

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Are you wait-
ing for a love partner to phone you at work, 
Gemini? As much as you want to hear from 
your friend, you could well get so caught up 

in your work that you wouldn’t hear a marching band 
go by. As you work, be sure to keep one ear tuned to 
the real world by looking up or getting up and walking 
around occasionally. Otherwise, you might sabotage 
what you want the most today.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Your sensuality 
is tempered today with a touch of the mys-
tical sort of romantic feeling found in fairy 
tales, Cancer. This might be unusual for you, 

but your current partner is going to love it! If you’re 
single, you’re likely to attract a lot of attention and pos-
sibly meet someone new and exciting. Take care that 
you make the effort to see the real person and not just a 
romantic image. Good luck!

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): A desire to spruce 
up your home might start with a thorough 
cleaning from attic to basement, Leo. You 
could go through that chore like gang-

busters and then do some repairs or go for the fun 
stuff, such as redecorating with plants or even some 
new furniture. You can have a lot of fun with this, es-
pecially if your partner or friends help out. Work hard 
and enjoy your day!

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): A love partner 
could contact you out of the blue, Virgo, 
perhaps proposing that the two of you get 
together tonight - alone. You’re in just the 

mood for this, since you’re feeling especially sexy 
and not particularly afraid to show it. An evening at 
home or in a dark corner of your favorite restaurant 
might be just the ticket. Don’t be surprised if your 
friend orders champagne and shows up with flow-
ers! Have fun!

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Have you been 
waiting to hear about some funds, Libra, 
perhaps to create a piece of art, write a book, 
or make a documentary film? If so, you could 

have a lot to celebrate today when you receive news 
that the money is forthcoming! Don’t be surprised 
if there’s a delay, however. The project is still going to 
happen, but just a little later than you’d hoped. All you 
can do now is be patient.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Someone at 
your workplace could suddenly find you 
very attractive and make no secret of it today, 
Scorpio. How you respond, of course, is up to 

you, but if you don’t reciprocate this person’s feelings, 
don’t respond positively simply because you’re flat-
tered. This could cause trouble for you down the line, 
particularly if this person is in a position of authority. 
Hold out for the right person!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Your de-
sire to respect and honor the special some-
one in your life clashes today with an equally 
strong desire to become a passionate per-

suader, Sagittarius. The secret to resolving this con-
flict lies in knowing that the two aren’t mutually ex-
clusive. Also, if you’re going to make the most of both 
drives, you need to tune in to your partner’s thoughts 
and feelings. Zero in on what you both want and then 
go for it! Enjoy your day.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Have you been 
harboring a secret desire for someone you be-
lieve thinks of you only as a friend, Capricorn? 
Don’t be surprised if you learn differently to-

day. This is a day when hidden passions may suddenly be 
revealed - and your friend could unexpectedly divulge a 
covert attraction to you! The only downside is that some-
times it can be a letdown when fantasies become reality. 
Take note of your reaction before moving ahead.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Today you 
could encounter a work colleague and sud-
denly feel an unexpected romantic attrac-
tion, Aquarius. This could catch you off 

guard because you never before thought about this 
person in that way. Before jumping in with both feet, 
give yourself some time to come down. You’re feeling 
especially sensual today, so this might well pass by to-
morrow. Stay grounded for now. If the attraction is still 
there in a few days, think about it!

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): A sum of money 
that you might have been expecting from far 
away may be delayed, Pisces. This could be 
frustrating for you, but don’t panic. The mon-

ey is indeed coming. So unless your situation is urgent, 
just sit back and wait. If you want to check with those 
who are sending it, by all means do so. However, you’ll 
probably find that the matter is out of their hands. Be 
patient and hang in there.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Introduction

A 2016 Wall Street Journal article titled “Ter-
ror, Brexit and the 2016 US Election” talks 
about the resurgence of the poet William 
Butler Yeats in our present times. The article 
quotes one of Yeats’ most famous poems, 
“The Second Coming.” “Things fall apart,” 
Yeats writes. “The Centre cannot hold; the 
blood dimmed tide is loosed, and every-
where the innocence is drowned; the best 
lack conviction, while the worst are full of 
passionate intensity.” 

Our immediate reality surrounding us 
today is filled with social, political, and re-
ligious spheres that are “full of passionate 
intensity” to the magnitude of unstoppable 
tsunamis. Of late, the contemporary psyche 
is constantly reminded of a centre that “can-
not hold” against “the blood dimmed tide.” 
At the same time, a further inspection of 
Yeats’ words reveals the potential for trans-
formation. For if the “best” can indeed be 
filled with conviction, can the “worst” of the 
empty hearts not be transformed? 

The Forum for Naga Reconciliation (FNR) 
stands for this transformation and embrac-
es an inclusiveness where diverse people 
groups share a common humanity which 
respectfully honors and preserves their mul-
ticultural heritage, as well as their sacred 
beliefs. Our deep conviction, as articulated 
through this treatise, seeks a common hu-
manity and a resilient co-existence to usher 
in a paradigm for a new harmonious and re-
spectful human order in the world.

A New Human Order:  On Matters 
 of Faith

This treatise is a broad statement which is 
reaching out to everyone, and by no means 
intended to take issues with anyone per se. 
Through this the FNR acknowledges India’s 
mark in the globalized world of politics, and 
like other leading nations, India plays a criti-
cal role in global affairs through “economic 
liberalization and cultural globalization.” In 
the opinion of Dr. Tulasi Srinivas of the In-
stitute for the Study of Economic Culture at 
Boston University in the United States, this is 
India’s “Tryst with Destiny.”

As such, with India’s vast population and 
diverse religious practices, converging on 
this dimension of India’s influence is essen-
tial. The interconnected and interactive rela-
tionship between religion and globalization 
is apparent as religions are within globaliza-
tion and at the same time, globalization is 
within religion. As was the case with com-
munist revolutions and planned economies 
controlled by authoritarian politics, history 
has demonstrated the State’s power to cat-
egorically deny people’s civic and religious 
rights. World history is filled with examples 
where people’s distinct political histories, 
religions, and cultures have been methodi-
cally wielded into “mergers of unity” in the 
name of utopian ideologies that exist at the 
expense of the “other.”

In our world, religions are at the core 
of people’s lives, but all too often religions 
contribute to global and regional conflicts. 
Through the centuries, world religions have 
been moral and spiritual agents of love, 
nonviolence, peace, tolerance, and human-
hood. By the same token, embarrassingly, 
religions have been a potent source of con-
flict and violence around the world. In our 
time, the co-opting of socio-political agen-
das to religion has degenerated into a civil 
religion. This has become an expression of 
the dominant ideological doctrines of the 
present order. In this paradigm, religion is 
manipulated to serve the needs of power 
and to give a religious dimension and credi-
bility to policy decisions shaped by the pow-
erful. This civil religion results in the deadly 
equation of the religious, faith-inspired way 
of living with the way of life promoted by 
ideological doctrines.

Since the interplay of religion and conflict 
requires serious attention, the FNR’s position 
is that religions are an essential resource for 
transforming conflicts, not to arbitrate a case 
of who is right and who is wrong. 

FNR recognizes that in the name of Chris-
tianity, Nagas have sanctioned an ideology 
that has resulted in violence which is contra-
ry to what Jesus taught and how He lived. Not 

all Naga Christians are saints as they have 
carried prejudicial, superior, demonizing, 
punitive and dismissive attitudes towards 
persons from other religions and faith tradi-
tions. This needs to be addressed. The chal-
lenge is, in the process of regaining our hu-
manity, we do not perpetuate any injustices. 
The Christian evangelical leader John Stott 
confesses that the:

“colonial expansion, territorial and 
spiritual conquest, politics and religion, 
gun and Bible, the flag and the cross, went 
hand in hand, and that representatives 
of the imperial power often developed 
attitudes of proud superiority towards 
those they ruled.” 

And, Dr. Stott candidly admits that this is 
“certainly embarrassing.” 

In the recent past, the Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh (RSS) has been lashing out at 
Christianity and the Nagas. The degree of 
idolatrous language used and the discontent 
hurled on Naga Christianity does not, in any 
manner reflect and represent the minds of 
Hindu believers whose religion, built on the 
harmonious voices of the Sanatana Dharma 
and the Bhagavad Gita, is thousands of years 
older than Christianity. 

Nagas eagerly yearn for an olive branch 
and not a gun, honesty and not superficial 
framing, and a genuine embrace without cal-
culations. Nagas yearn for sincere guidance 
and not patronizing lectures filled with supe-
rior attitudes. Nagas yearn for truth. 

As people who believe in the religions 
of transcendence, we say no to any politics 
that undermines children, women and men 
because of ethnicity and religion! We respect 
our diversity including our faith traditions. In 
our context, if religion cannot contribute to 
human-hood, then the search for a politics of 
people’s identity is a contradiction—and one 
that is dangerously fatal to any resolution. We 
call on all women and men—and crucially, 
all leaders—to intelligently and vigilantly 
protect and safeguard the sanctity of people 
not like “us.”

A New Human Order:  On Belonging 
and Identity

Our world is increasingly proving that the 
mechanistic view of politics is losing its en-
ergy. People are searching for new paradigms 
and approaches that nullify the political pre-
sumption that for every action there is an au-
tomatic outcome. Our world is increasingly 
proving that people groups possess common 
dreams and history, which is a force more in-
tricate and formidable than the mechanism 
of cause and effect. 

The non-assimilative given-ness and the 
primordial spirit of the Nagas as a people of 
common belonging enable us to retain our 
identity. History has taught both the Nagas 
and our neighbours that our identity can-
not be pushed to the margins, erased or ad-
dressed merely on economic well-being and 
development.

FNR takes the position that the Naga po-
litical issue should be placed and addressed 
in consonance with the historical and politi-
cal aspirations of the people. Furthermore, 
any politics from above must weigh from 
a contextual particularity of the Naga peo-
ple’s unique and distinct identity. Without a 
doubt, this point is exigent not only in our 
context, but throughout the world today. 
As stated publicly and often, FNR takes to 
heart the distinctiveness of the Naga nation 
– its politics of identity and history. We have 
made it clear that the assertion of Naga iden-
tity should never be at the expense of others, 
such as our neighbours, whose identities are 
equally unique. 

We believe that an identity is marked by 
a boundary and yet, our boundary must be 
passable. Our identity is defined only in re-
lation to others and in the strict sense, with-
out others we have no identity. Sadly, people 
of identities are sedated by colonial history, 
the European Westphalian State* tenden-
cies and past colonial mindsets of bounda-
ries. Consequently, today’s resultant effect is 
that of victims dwelling in the past without 
creative imagination. While Nagas and our 
neighbours are caged in fear and suspicion 
within our boxed-in boundaries, we are ne-
glecting more important issues, such as the 

illegal flow of people groups crossing our 
borders. This issue is of greater magnitude 
which will eventually eclipse the fear and 
suspicion over political boundaries held by 
our neighbours. 

FNR believes, as announced on Naga Day 
– 10 January, 2018 that Nagas need creative 
thinking to transcend the boundaries erected 
by the powers at hand. Naga Day belongs to 
all Nagas. Therefore, we realize that bounda-
ries no longer confine or suffocate us. We 
have learned that the way to move forward 
and excel as a nation of people with an iden-
tity is to accept that boundaries do not limit 
us. The call for “Nagas Without Borders” is a 
call for a creative and transformative politi-
cal model within reach, without dislodging 
anyone at the expense of our political and 
historical de facto.

Equally, FNR also emphasizes that Naga 
belonging and identity without our neigh-
bours keeps us in isolation. Nagas cannot 
shape others through our own perception 
and image. Rather we need to value univer-
sal human-hood by building a robust and 
healthy community through social and cul-
tural ecology. This will require imagination 
and camaraderie. 

An identity always carries with it symbols. 
An identity without a symbol is a crisis of 
identity, as identity and symbolism are differ-
ent sides of the same coin. To strip symbols 
from an identity is to deny its existence. In 
the case of the Nagas, symbolism is based on 
history. The recognition of Naga history by 
India, in turn becomes a powerful symbol of 
India, the largest democratic country in the 
world. Such a possibility is a transformative 
and self-determining arrangement born out 
of a magnanimous political will.

Albeit, as people increasingly become 
“citizens” within a citizenship, we continue 
to draw upon symbolism to understand and 
create new meaning for ourselves. As India 
faces globalism, identities and symbols re-
main significant facilitators for inspiration, 
respect, and sharing, which as social beings, 
people continually hunger for and relate to or 
connect with. The nation will always remain 
an important basis for identity and symbol-
ism in the 21st century.  

A New Human Order:  On Walking the 
Naga Day

The Naga Day of 10 January, 2018 has been 
a testament that Nagas have walked from 
many winding paths to a highway of possi-
bilities. Through our own journey, we realize 
that a relative worldview confined within the 
thick limits of a forest can be suffocating. 

The Naga Day called on the Nagas to be 
consolidated into a culture of belonging. 
With the belief that scattering without a sense 
of belonging diminishes ourselves, the Naga 
Day was intended to be a convergence from 
hilly terrains onto a clear road of belong-
ing. FNR imagines that “Walking the Naga 
Day” will create a robust identity through a 
shared socio-cultural collectivity of women 
and men. Walking the Naga Day is creating 
a new vocabulary, a socio-cultural speech of 
the people. It is also the birth of a civil and 
moral center, where a Naga pedagogy of who 
we are is explored and affirmed and a healthy 
connection with each “nation” (tribe) is built 
onto the highway of transformative socio-
cultural power.

Naga Day has also announced that Na-
gas are Without Borders and that we are part 
of Naga history. To Walk the Naga Day is to 
locate our place and to offer everyone the 
chance to participate in this transformation 
by finding a common strength to remake our 
world. In order for the Nagas to nurture this 
spirit of belonging, in 2018, FNR will explore 
three basic intrinsic values of Confidence, 
Competence and, Community known as the 
“Three Cs.” 

Confidence: A nation composed of women 
and men who are bound to their limits and 
their complexes require being able to rec-
ognize the red between the black and white 
feathers of the hornbill. Thus far, the Naga 
world has devastatingly reinforced our dis-
mal worldview in most fronts—from educa-
tion to politics, from nationalism to idealism, 
from our cultural past to modernism.

Our feelings of limitation come out of an 

absence of clear and authentic information 
and the ever-untapped potential inherent 
in the self and the community. Can we build 
confidence in the self? We need to find an 
opening—a hope! Hope requires clarity:  see-
ing ourselves, having imagination, and look-
ing beyond the current Naga worldview to 
what might be. 

Competence: We need to be competent in 
who we are and what we can do. The pos-
sibility of “to be” is to create alternate social 
possibilities. Both the old and young Naga 
generations should begin to coalesce, take 
affirmative changes and appreciate their wis-
dom and attributes which can benefit each 
other. Such a process is being intentionally 
introduced through seminars, workshops, 
art and cultural exchanges, as well as through 
publishing and access to songs, poems, and 
discourses.

Community: We need to be a community—a 
value intrinsic to human vibrancy and flour-
ishing. Walking the Naga Day is to empower 
community. By finding deep connection 
with other individuals and “nations” we dis-
cover the power to resist obsolete ethos and 
recover our wisdom how to move forward 
and to recognize what positively contrib-
utes to our growth. Our socio-cultural center 
will be akin to the Civil Rights movement 
where our systems will be found to be un-
imaginative, outdated, and at times, intoler-
able. When a community understands this, 
change follows. 

Conclusion

Certain essential aspects and events of re-
cent happenings have taught us that we have 
historical memories—and therein lies hope. 
Today, the Naga people and other human-
ity dwelling in Naga-Land present intriguing 
possibilities for people groups living in tran-
sition to move towards a transformative and 
alternative government of co-existence. Our 
case can be a revered story for the modern 
world. 

In the event of any political outcome 
to the Indo-Naga-Burma issue, the Nagas 
long to see that the walls of separation are 
not destroyed by shells and guns, but by re-
specting and honoring agreements. While 
holding on to our ideals, Nagas need to be 
pragmatic in our approach and get rid of any 
idea in-breaking into our history by different 
external entities. Let us remain sincere and 
hopeful. We believe India and Burma will re-
ciprocate our sincerity and authenticity. Let 
us participate actively in Walking the Naga 
Day and in the rebuilding of our lives into a 
society of peaceful co-existence.

Forum for Naga Reconciliation
* The Westphalian State can be said to find itself 
at the center of the traditional European cul-
ture which does not seek self-determination, 
but dominance at the cost of all other cultures 
and institutions. “Westphalia” is simultaneous-
ly used to identify an event, an idea, a process 
and a normative sheet. As an event, Westphalia 
refers to the peace settlement negotiated at the 
end of the Thirty Years War (1618-1648). As an 
idea, Westphalia refers to the state-centric char-
acter of world order premised on full participa-
tory membership being accorded exclusively to 
territorially based sovereign States. As a proc-
ess, Westphalia refers to the changing charac-
ter of the State and statecraft as it has evolved 
during more than 350 years since the treaties 
were negotiated, with crucial developments 
as both colonialism and decolonization, the 
advent of weaponry of mass destruction, the 
establishment of international institutions, the 
rise of global market forces, and the emergence 
of global civil society. Finally, as a normative 
score sheet, Westphalia refers to the strengths 
and weaknesses, as conditioned by historical 
circumstances, of such a sovereignty based sys-
tem, shielding oppressive States from account-
ability, and exposing weak and economically 
disadvantaged States to intervention and se-
vere forms of material deprivation. Falk contin-
ues to assert that, “this foundation for world or-
der, besides being implicitly and operationally 
Eurocentric, also generated a sharp contrast in 
identity between the civilized “we” and the bar-
baric “them,” which became formalized much 
later in the colonial era. Richard Falk, Revisiting 
Westphalia, Discovering Post-Westphalia (The 
Journal of Ethics, ISSN 1382-4554, 2002, Volume 
6, Issue 4) pp. 312-313.

Forum for Naga Reconciliation: A Treatise to the Public

Mithilesh Kumar Sinha

I
ndia’s opposition parties 
launched an unprecedented bid 
to impeach the country’s top 
judge on 20th April, submitting 

a motion accusing him of failing to 
protect the independence of the ju-
diciary from executive interference 
among other charges. Opposition’s 
CJI impeachment move against Chief 
Justice of India is just a try to bring 
judiciary under a political cloud and 
for scoring cheap political points. 
Impeachment of a Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court cannot be done 
lightly. Unless there are instances of 
proven misbehavior or misuse of of-
fice, such a move is ill-advised and 
will likely backfire. It also raises grave 
questions on the separation of pow-
ers in democracy.

This move is the outcome of bit-
ter competitive race for the 2019 
Lok Sabha Election. There are two 
reasons why the impeachment mo-
tion is the nadir. One, the notice for 
motion lacking requisite number in 
Parliament to impeach the CJI speaks 
of hidden political agenda. Two,the 
malaise of institutional breakdown 
under the ruling BJP government has 
become so grave that a drastic meas-
ure like impeachment of CJI is being 
justified.

The moot question is whether 
this best-laid plan will succeed. The 
answer is “No” because  “A Judge of 
the Supreme Court shall not be re-
moved from his office except by an 
order of the President passed after an 
address by each House of Parliament 
supported by a majority of the total 
membership of that House and by a 
majority of not less than two-thirds of 
the members of that House present 
and voting has been presented to 
the President in the same session 
for such removal on the ground of 
proved misbehaviour or incapacity,” 
reads Article 124(4) of Constitution.  
This strength, the opposition has not 
in the Parliament. 

This move is a childish move and 
entirely political motivated to ques-
tion the country’s first judicial figure. 
The objective of the opposition is to  
undermine the constitution through 
this move.  This entirely politically 
motivated move to question the 
country’s first judicial figure will only 
add more toxicity to both judicial and 
parliamentary waters It is a bid to po-
liticise the highest seat of Indian judi-
ciary and a cynical ploy to influence 
the outcome of a few politically sen-
sitive cases. What makes this strata-
gem particularly devious is the way 
the discord within Supreme Court 
is being harnessed to meet political 
ends. In the run-up to the 2019 elec-
tions, the die is cast for the country 
to experience one low after another 
with institutions such as Parliament, 
judiciary and Election Commission 
being repeatedly dragged into it.

Opposition’s CJI impeachment 
move is plain, bad politics  What the 
Congress might not realise (or care 
about) at this stage is that in its at-
tempt to subvert judiciary for po-
litical ends, it may not just weaken 
Indian democracy but perhaps ir-
revocably damage its position as a 
national party that seeks power at the 
Centre. 

A Motion For the 
Impeachment of 
Chief Justice: For 
Scoring Cheap 
Political Points
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CJI should consider recusal 
from judicial work — Congress

Maliwal ends nine-day 
fast; calls it ‘historic win’  

16 Maoists killed in Maharashtra 

Notice to impeach CJI sheer 
stupidity of Congress — Naqvi 

JKNPP demands early deportation of Rohingyas, Bangladeshis 

Ready to contest against 
Siddaramaiah — Yeddyurappa 

Signs visible for joining hands with BJP, says AIADMK Rahul to launch ‘Save the Constitution’ drive today 

CPI(M) will not have alliance with 
Congress, but understanding — Yechury 
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B S Yeddyurappa

Sitharam Yechury

New Delh i , Apr i l  22 
(IANS): The Congress on 
Sunday hit out at the BJP 
for “defending” Chief Jus-
tice of India Dipak Misra 
and said the latter should 
consider recusing himself 
from judicial and admin-
istrative work till he was 
cleared of the charge of 
“misbehaviour”.

“If his (CJI) own con-
duct is under a cloud, 
should he not consider 
recusing himself from 
performing judicial and 
administrative duties 
and submit himself to an 
inquiry so that the high 
office and his individual 
integrity are cleared or the 
process of law is followed 
in an appropriate man-
ner,” Congress Spokes-

person Rajdeep Surjewala 
told a press conference 
here.

“... the highest (law) of-
ficer of the country, an of-
ficer who is head of India’s 
judiciary, an officer who 
heads the final temple of 
justice, an officer to whom 
people go to seek jus-
tice... Caesar’s wife must 
be above suspicion. And 
that’s why we have left it 
to his (CJI) conscience,” 
he added.

“This will ensure that 
the process of law is fol-
lowed in an appropriate 
manner.”

In an unprecedented 
move, 64 members of the 
Rajya Sabha belonging to 
seven parties led by the 
Congress on Friday sub-

mitted an impeachment 
motion for the removal of 
the Chief Justice on five 
grounds of “misbehav-
iour”.

Surjewala’s remarks 
came in the wake of me-
dia reports that the CJI 
had decided not to recuse 
himself from administra-
tive and judicial work in 
the Supreme Court. 

Hitting out at  the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP), Surjewala said the 
ruling party was compro-
mising the position and 
office of the Chief Justice 
as a neutral arbitrator and 
head of the judiciary and 
the ruling party was doing 
a great disservice to the in-
dependence of the Indian 
judicial system.

“Does the CJI belong 
to a political party, ruling 
or otherwise? Does the CJI 
have to be defended by 
political parties or Minis-
ters in the government? Is 
it not a disservice to the CJI 
office? They are compro-
mising the position and 
office of the CJI,” Surjewala 
said.

He said that Chief Jus-
tice Misra must tell the BJP 
not to politicise his high 
office and not to politicise 
the impeachment motion.

Vivek Tankha, Chair-
man of the Congress’ Legal 
Department, said: “He 
is the Chief Justice of In-
dia. He should voluntarily 
submit to any probe. He 
should regain public faith. 
Till then, he should think 

whether he should work 
as a Judge or not.” 

He maintained that 
the impeachment motion 
was not meant to insult 
or lower his dignity but to 
take the allegation against 
him to its logical conclu-
sion. 

Another Congress 
leader and Senior Ad-
vocate K.T.S. Tulsi said 
that the nature of charges 
against the CJI was so seri-
ous that an enquiry should 
be ordered at the earliest. 

“The enquiry will be 
able to protect the dignity 
of the office of the Chief 
Justice of India. If no en-
quiry is held, it will cause 
much greater damage to 
the Supreme Court pres-
tige,” Tulsi said. 

Ne w  De l h i , Ap r i l  2 2 
(IANS): DCW Chairperson 
Swati Maliwal on Sunday 
ended her nine-day fast 
after President Ram Nath 
Kovind approved an or-
dinance to provide death 
penalty to those convicted 
of raping girls below 12 
years, calling it a “historic 
win”.

“I didn’t expect that 
our protest will take such a 
large shape. It is a historic 
win for all of us who have 
been demanding stringent 
law to punish convicted 
rapists,” the visibly frail 
Chairperson of the Delhi 
Commission for Women 
(DCW) said.

“I welcome the law 
and end my fast here,” 
the 33-year-old told the 
media. Maliwal went on 
an indefinite hunger strike 
at Rajghat and refused 
to break it despite failing 
health and requests from 
many till the government 
acted seriously against 
those who sexually assault 
young girls.

“People ridiculed me 
when I decided to go on 
hunger strike. But today 
I can say that a woman 
can achieve anything. I 
thank each and everyone 
for supporting our battle,” 
she added.

Maliwal began her fast 
following the widely con-
demned rape and murder 
of an eight-year-old in 
Jammu and Kashmir in 
January and similar crimes 

Hyderabad, April 22 (PTI): 
CPI(M) will not have a 
political alliance with Con-
gress but an “understand-
ing” inside and outside 
Parliament to stop the 
forces of communalism, 
newly-elected general sec-
retary of the Left party, Si-
taram Yechury, said today.

Yechury was unani-
mously elected CPI(M) 
general secretary today 
after weeks of uncer-
tainty. Towards the end 
of party’s 22nd congress 
in Hyderabad, the newly-
elected 95-member cen-
tral committee chose the 
65-year-old leader as the 
party’s head. Speaking to 
reporters after the clos-
ing session, Yechury said 
CPI(M) will chalk out its 
“electoral-tactical line” on 
the basis of state-based 
ground realities.

He said CPI(M) has 
emerged united from this 
congress and it is deter-
mined to carry out “our 
revolutionary task” to put 

forth an alternative policy 
framework. It will mobilise 
people to strengthen the 
struggle to defeat the rul-
ing BJP, he said.

“This party congress 
was for unity. We will 
strengthen the struggle of 
people and move forward. 
This battle will be fought 
on the basis of alternative 
policies of the Left. We 
have to defeat the BJP - 
that is our first task.

“We will have no po-
litical alliance with the 
Congress. But we will have 
an understanding with it 
inside and outside (Parlia-
ment) to stop communal-
ism,” Yechury said.

His political line re-
garding whether or not 
CPI(M) should involve 
Congress to take on BJP, 
had faced a major chal-
lenge.

The party leadership 
yesterday chose a mid-
dle path by deciding to 
amend the official draft on 
the issue by omitting the 

crucial phrase “no under-
standing” with the Con-
gress, which was a victory 
of sorts for the “minority 
view” held by Yechury.

The official  draft, 
backed by Prakash Karat, 
had said the party should 
unite secular democratic 
forces “without having an 
understanding or electoral 
alliance with the Congress 
party”.

But in the amended 
document, it is written 
that the party can unite 
secular democratic forces 
“without having a political 
alliance with the Congress 
party”, thus keeping the 
doors open for an electoral 
understanding.

“The mass organisa-
tions would work on the 
basis of issues related to 
people. When elections 
will come, we would chalk 
out our electoral tactical 
line on the basis of state-
based political ground re-
alities according to the po-
litical line adopted in our 
party congress,” Yechury 
said.

“We are declaring to 
the whole country and to 
the world that we will not 
allow the secular demo-
cratic foundation of India 
to be torn by the commu-
nal forces and India will 
remain united,” he added.

Yechury had taken 
over as general secretary 
of CPI(M) from Karat at 
the 21st party congress in 
Visakhapatnam in 2015.

elsewhere in the country.
“We had sent more 

than five lakh letters to 
our Prime Minister that 
were received by DCW 
but no action was taken. 
Finally, I had to take the 
step of going on fast. Our 
demands were so strong 
that the government had 
to bend and immediately 
take action to implement 
the new law,” Maliwal said.

On Sunday, the Presi-

dent promulgated The 
Criminal Law (Amend-
ment) Ordinance, 2018, 
which was approved by 
the cabinet on Saturday.

“But this is not the end 
of our fight, this is just 
the beginning. We have 
a long way to go. If the 
government doesn’t im-
plement the law within 
three months as promised, 
then I will again start my 
protest,” she added.

Gadchiroli (Maharash-
tra), April 22 (IANS): In 
the biggest crackdown in 
four decades in Mahar-
ashtra, security forces on 
Sunday gunned down at 
least 16 Maoists includ-
ing some women in Gad-
chiroli district, an official 
said. Among those killed 
were at least a couple of 
high-ranking unit com-
manders.

A fierce gunfight took 
place in a thickly forested 
area between the Mao-
ists and security forces in 
which the rebels suffered 
huge reverses, according 
to the official. The official 
said the gunfight took 
place in the Boria jungles 
on the border of Bhamra-
gad-Etapalli taluka.

At around 7 a.m., a 
C-60 squad of police 
commandos was launch-
ing an anti-Maoist comb-
ing operations when they 
were suddenly attacked 
by the Maoists hidden 
there.

The police retaliated 
with firing and the bloody 
gunbattle continued for 
over five hours till 11 a.m.

“So far, we have recov-
ered 16 bodies of Maoists 

including some women. 
The search operation is 
continuing in the forests 
to recover more bodies 
if any. The process is on 
to identify them,” the of-
ficial told IANS.

Officials believe that 
an entire active Dalam 
(unit) may have been 
wiped out in the gun-
fight along with its high-
ranking commanders 
and other most-wanted 
Maoists.

Sunday’s is the sin-
gle biggest police ac-
tion against Maoists in 
the past 38 years since 
the birth of the Naxalite 
movement in the district.

As it  continued to 
spread in the region, 
adjoining districts like 
Chandrapur and spilled 
over to neighbouring 
states in central India, the 
police deployed specialist 
trained forces to tackle 
the growing menace.

In 2013, police elimi-
nated six  Maoists  in 
Govindgaon in Aheri 
taluka.  In December 
2017, police killed sev-
en Maoists in the forest 
of Kallade in Sironcha 
taluka.

Mumbai, April 22 (PTI: 
Union minister Mukhtar 
Abbas Naqvi today hit out 
at the Congress for mov-
ing a notice before the 
Rajya Sabha chairman to 
impeach Chief Justice of 
India (CJI) Dipak Misra, 
calling the move “sheer 
stupidity”.

This is the first time 
that a notice of impeach-
ment against a sitting CJI 
has been moved. 

“It is sheer stupid-
ity of the Congress to 
move such a motion 
(of impeachment). Like 
the saying ‘vinash kale 
vipreet buddhi’, this is the 
Congress party’s ‘vinash 
kale pappu buddhi’,” the 
Union minister for mi-
nority affairs minister 
told reporters here.

While Naqvi did not 
name Congress presi-

dent Rahul Gandhi while 
attacking the party, the 
word “pappu” has been 
used to target Gandhi.

Seven Opposit ion 
parties, led by the Con-
gress, had on Friday ini-
tiated the unprecedent-
ed step to impeach CJI 
Misra, levelling charges 
against him.

The MPs, who signed 
the notice, belong to the 
Congress, the NCP, the 
CPI(M), the CPI, the SP, 
the BSP and the Indian 
Union Muslim League 
(IUML).

Leaders of the oppo-
sition parties had met 
Rajya Sabha Chairman 
M Venkaiah Naidu and 
handed over the notice 
bearing signatures of 64 
MPs and seven former 
member, who recently 
retired.

Jammu, April 22 (PTI): The Jammu 
and Kashmir National Panthers Party 
(JKNPP) today staged a demonstration 
here as part of its campaign to press 
for early deportation of Rohingyas and 
Bangladeshi nationals.

Led by party chairman and former 
minister Harsh Dev Singh, a group of 
JKNPP activists staged the demon-
stration at Exhibition ground, raising 
slogans against the government and in 
support of their demand. 

Accusing the state government of 
not being sincere in deportation of the 
illegally settled foreigners from Jammu, 
Singh claimed that they are the “biggest 
threat” to the communal harmony and 

composite culture of the region.
The criminal apathy of the PDP-BJP 

government over the issue has resulted 
in massive public outrage...The present 
dispensation had not responded to the 
alarming situation which could vitiate 
peace in the city of temples, the JKNPP 
leader told reporters.

He said it seems that the govern-
ment is not bothered to contemplate 
any move to deport the foreign immi-
grants despite public revulsion which 
has reached its peak.

in Jammu city and managed to pro-
cure Permanent Resident Certificates, 
Aadhaar cards, ration cards, free water 
and electricity connections, he said.

Bengaluru, April 22 (PTI): 
Karnataka BJP chief B S 
Yeddyurappa today said 
he was ready to contest 
against Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah from Badami, if 
the party’s national presi-
dent Amit Shah asked him 
to do so. “Our party’s na-
tional president will decide 
whether I should contest or 
someone else. If I’m asked 
to contest, I’m ready. If he 
asks someone else to con-
test, they will contest,” Yed-
dyurappa told reporters in 
Chikkamagaluru.

The former Chief Min-
ister further said, “But it is 
certain that we will field a 
good candidate in Badami 
and defeat Siddaramaiah. 
BJP has already taken a de-
cision in this regard.”

Badami in Bagalkote 
will be the second con-

stituency from where Sid-
daramaiah will be contest-
ing the May 12 Karnataka 
assembly polls, the other 
being Chamundeshwari 
in Mysuru. Ending sus-
pense over contesting from 
a second constituency, the 
Chief Minister would file 
his nomination papers 
from Badami on April 24.

Meanwhile, amidst 
speculation that he would 
be fielded against Sid-
daramaiah from Badami, 
BJP MP B Sriramulu today 
said he would abide by the 
party’s decision. Sriramulu 
has been fielded by the BJP 
from Molakalmuru con-
stituency in Chitradurga 
district, and he has already 
filed his nomination from 
there. To a question that 
Sriramulu was likely to be 
fielded by the BJP against 

New Delhi, April 22 (PTI): 
Congress president Ra-
hul Gandhi will tomorrow 
launch his party’s nation-
wide ‘Save the Constitu-
tion’ campaign, aiming to 
highlight alleged attacks on 
the Constitution and Dalits 
under the BJP-led regime.

Seen as the party’s ef-
fort to reach out to the 
community ahead of the 
2019 Lok Sabha polls, the 
campaign launch is ex-
pected to be attended by 

former prime minister 
Manmohan Singh, party 
general secretary Ghulam 
Nabi Azad, its senior lead-
ers Mallikarjun Kharge, Su-
shil Kumar Shinde among 
others. Congress’s present 
and former Dalit lawmak-
ers, those holding offices in 
zilla parishad, civic bodies 
and panchayat samitis, the 
party’s office-bearers at-
tached to its regional units 
will also attend the event, 
aimed at sensitising the 

him from Badami, he said 
“let them field anyone. I’m 
not worried about who the 
opponent is.” “Elections 
are fought on ideologies 
not between persons.

We are fighting against 
communalism, we are 
fighting communal forces 
and we want to defeat com-
munal forces,” he added.

The Chief Minister 
also said that the people 
of Chamundeshwari have 
already decided to vote in 
his favour. The Congress 
in its list of candidates for 
218 seats announced on 
April 15, had named Dr 
Devraj Patil as its nominee 
from Badami, but issuing 
of B-form (required to be 
filed by a political party 
mentioning name of its ap-
proved candidate) to Patil 
has been put on hold.to 
him was put on hold.

Today in the second 
list released by the party, 
Siddaramaiah’s name was 
announced replacing Patil.

Badami with strong Ku-
ruba presence, the com-
munity to which Siddara-
maiah belongs, is seen as 
a safer option for the Chief 
Minister as reports have 
suggested that the battle in 
Chamundeshwari will not 
be an easy one for him.

Siddaramaiah has won 
five times and tasted defeat 
twice at Chamundeshwari.

He has been represent-
ing Varuna constituency in 
Mysuru since 2008, which 
has now been allotted to 
his son Dr Yatindra.

Chennai, April 22 (PTI): In politi-
cally significant remarks, the ruling 
AIADMK today said that signs of 
its working together with BJP like 
a “double-barrelled gun” in the 
political arena were visible and “no 
one can sever ties” between the 
two parties.

Coming out strongly against 
the principal opposition DMK-
led persistent protests over the 
Cauvery imbroglio, the AIADMK 
said “whatever be the number of 
protests and demonstrations, no 
one can sever the ties between the 
AIADMK and the BJP.” 

No one can weaken the bond 
between “the Central and the State 
governments” either, the AIADMK 
said in its Tamil mouthpiece “Na-
madhu Puratchi Thalaivi Amma.” 

The state’s ruling party said the 
protests by the DMK, its allies and 
friendly parties on the Cauvery 
issue were only aimed at spoiling 
the warmth between it and the BJP.

“The signs are (increasingly) 
becoming visible for the AIADMK 
and the BJP to work like a double-
barrelled gun in Indian politics. 
The pathway is clear,” the daily 
said, while emphasising upon the 
need for the leadership of the two 
parties to chart out a roadmap for 

the purpose.
“A roadmap for it should be 

thrashed out by the high com-
mands of both the parties. That is 
the need of the hour,” the AIADMK 
mouthpiece added.

“The state and the Central 
regimes led by the AIADMK and 
the BJP respectively are working re-
sponsibly and are headed towards 
a final resolution of the issue,” the 
daily said, referring to the Cauvery 
issue. Under such circumstances, 
the AIADMK said, the main op-
position DMK was holding “un-
necessary protests” as it was “ap-
prehensive” that the State and the 
Central governments, working in 
cohesion, would succeed in resolv-
ing the Cauvery issue.

Mocking the DMK for holding 
protests which did not enjoy the 
“people’s support,” the AIADMK 
hit out at its arch rival for trying to 
get an appointment with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi now on 
the issue after attempting to show 
black flags to him recently.

Asking if it was an act of “po-
litical civility,” the AIADMK mouth-
piece said no other party could 
indulge in such politics burying its 
self-respect.The AIADMK said its 
government allowed protests like 

black flag demonstrations keeping 
democratic ethos in mind.

The daily, however, asked if the 
protesters succeeded in showing 
even a single black flag to Prime 
Minister Modi.

It may be recalled that the 
AIADMK top leadership has been 
maintaining that a friendly re-
lationship with the Centre was 
imperative for the progress of the 
state through proper financial 
sanctions and support.

The DMK, however, has been 
unrelenting in its attack saying the 
ruling party was “subservient,” to 
the Centre. Notably, the AIADMK’s 
assertion comes days after asking 
the Centre to change its mindset 
over the Cauvery issue.

On April 13, the party’s mouth-
piece had said, “Without waiting 
anymore, it will be good if the 
Central government changed its 
mindset and avoided partiality.” 

If this was not done, “it will 
lead to cracks in the unity and 
integration” (of the nation), it had 
cautioned.

The AIADMK’s assertion as-
sumes significance amid the per-
sistent protests on the Cauvery 
issue.

The DMK-led Opposition and 

the pro-Tamil outfits have been 
holding back-to-back protests 
including the recent anti-IPL stir 
on the river water issue and a mas-
sive human chain demonstration 
(by DMK and its allies) has been 
announced across the state to-
morrow.

The ruling party, after holding 
a day-long fast across Tamil Nadu 
on the issue earlier this month, has 
announced rallies between April 
25 and 29 in the delta region to 
press the Centre to implement the 
Supreme Court verdict on the mat-
ter. Following the February 16 Su-
preme Court verdict, Tamil Nadu 
has been insisting that the court’s 
order to the Centre to formulate a 
“scheme” referred to the setting up 
of the CMB and the Cauvery Water 
Regulatory Committee (CWRC).

The Tamil Nadu government 
recently moved the top court, 
seeking contempt action against 
the Centre for its “failure” to frame 
the scheme for the constitution of 
the CMB and the CWRC within six 
weeks from February 16.

The court had on April 9 asked 
the Centre to frame a draft Cauvery 
management scheme and file it by 
May 3 for the implementation of its 
order on water distribution.

attendees on the current 
state of affairs with regard 
to the community.The at-
tendees are expected to 
take the message forward, 
holding similar campaigns 
in states to reach out to 
the community members, 
sources said.

“The Constitution is 
under threat in the BJP 
regime. The community is 
being denied opportuni-
ties in spheres of education 
and jobs. The programme 
aims to highlight these is-
sues nationwide,” a party 
leader said.

Dalits form roughly 17 
per cent of the country’s 
electorate. There are 84 
parliamentary seats re-
served for candidates be-
longing to the scheduled 
castes. 

The BJP had bagged 
nearly half of the seats in 
the 2014 Lok Sabha polls, 
reflecting in its success in 
politically key states such 
as Uttar Pradesh and Bihar.

The leader noted that 
only three-four of those 
seats were won by the Con-
gress then.



Kabul, April 22 (PTI/AP): 
An Islamic State suicide 
bomber carried out an at-
tack at a voter registration 
center in the capital Kabul 
today, killing 57 people and 
wounding more than 100 
others, said officials form 
the Afghan interior and 
public health ministries.

Public Health Ministry 
spokesman Wahid Majro 
said that among 57 who 
were killed in the attack, 22 
were women and eight are 
children. Majro added that 
119 people were wounded 
in the attack, among them 
17 children and 52 women. 
“The tolls could still rise,” 
he added.

Gen Daud Amin, the 
Kabul police chief, said the 
suicide bomber targeted 
civilians who were register-
ing for national identifica-
tion cards.

T h e  l a r g e  e x p l o -
sion echoed across the 
city, shattering windows 
miles away from the at-
tack site and damaging 
several nearby vehicles. 
Police blocked all roads 
to the blast site, with only 
ambulances allowed in. 
Local TV stations broadcast 
live footage of hundreds of 
distraught locals gathered 
at nearby hospitals seeking 
word about loved ones.

The Islamic State group 
claimed responsibility for 
the attack in a statement 

carried by its Aamaq news 
agency, saying it had tar-
geted Shiite “apostates.” 
The attack comes almost a 
month after another dead-
ly attack by IS in which a 
suicide bomber carried 
out an attack near a Shiite 
shrine in Kabul that target-
ed attendees celebrating 
the Persian new year. That 
attack killed 31 people and 
wounded 65 others.

In a statement issued 
by the president’s office 
condemned Sunday’s at-
tack and quoted President 
Ashraf Ghani as saying 
such “terrorist attacks” 
won’t prevent people from 
participating in upcoming 
parliamentary elections.

Afghanistan will hold 
parliamentary elections in 
October and voter registra-
tion started a week ago.

Last week, three police 
officers guarding voter reg-
istration centers in two Af-
ghan provinces were killed 
by militants, according to 
authorities.

Afghan security forces 
have struggled to prevent 
attacks by the local Islamic 
State affiliate as well as the 
more firmly established 
Taliban since the U.S. and 
NATO concluded their 
combat mission at the end 
of 2014. Both groups regu-
larly carry out attacks, with 
the Taliban usually target-
ing the government and 

security forces and IS tar-
geting the country’s Shiite 
minority.

Both groups want to 
establish a strict form of 
Islamic rule in Afghanistan 
and are opposed to demo-
cratic elections.

Elsewhere in Afghani-
stan, at least five people 
were killed when their 
vehicle struck a roadside 
bomb in the northern 
Baghlan province. Zabihul-
lah Shuja, spokesman for 
the provincial police chief, 
said four other people were 
wounded in Sunday’s blast 
in Puli Khomri, the prov-
ince’s capital.

The Taliban routinely 
target security forces and 
government officials with 
roadside bombs, which of-
ten end up killing civilians.

In the northern Balkh 
province, a district police 
chief died of his wounds 
after being shot Saturday 
during an exchange of 
gunfire with insurgents, 
according to Sher Jan Dur-
rani, spokesman for the 
provincial police chief. He 
said around a dozen in-
surgents were also killed 
in the battle, which is still 
underway.

Durrani identified the 
slain commander as Halim 
Khanjar, police chief for the 
Char Bolak district. 

The Taliban claimed re-
sponsibility for the killing.

Jerusalem, April 22 (PTI/AFP): Israel’s 
defence minister today dismissed claims 
the country’s spy agency was behind the 
assassination of a Palestinian scientist in 
Malaysia, suggesting instead that his kill-
ing was a “settling of accounts”.

Speaking to Israeli radio, Avigdor 
Lieberman described the dead Palestin-
ian, a member of Islamist militant group 
Hamas, as “no saint” and said he had been 
involved in rocket production.

Fadi Mohammad al-Batsh, 35, was 
killed in a Kuala Lumpur drive-by shooting 
on Saturday, according to Malaysian au-
thorities, with his family accusing Israel’s 
Mossad spy agency of the assassination.

Hamas said Batsh, a research scientist 
specialising in energy issues, was one of 
its members.

“There’s a tradition among terror 
organisations of blaming Israel for every 
instance of settling of accounts,” Lieber-
man told public radio, noting the reports 
that Batsh’s work involved improving the 
range and accuracy of rockets.

“The man was no saint and settling ac-
counts among terror groups and different 
factions is something we see all the time,” 
he said.

“I assume this was the case here too.” 
An autopsy was being carried out Sunday 
on the body of Batsh, who was walking 
to dawn prayers at a local mosque in the 
Kuala Lumpur suburb of Gombak when 
he was shot by two gunmen riding a mo-
torcycle, Malaysian officials said.

At the crime scene, police markers in-
dicated 14 bullets had been sprayed at the 
victim, some of them hitting a wall.

Malaysian Home Minister Ahmad 
Zahid Hamidi was quoted by the state-run 
Bernama news agency as saying Batsh was 
“an electrical engineer and an expert at 
making rockets”.

Militants in Hamas-ruled Gaza fire 
rockets at southern Israel, but usually 
without casualties.

Malaysia’s police chief Mohamad Fuzi 
Harun said a task force has been formed 
to investigate the killing but would not 
speculate on the motive or whether foreign 
assassins were involved.

Photos of the two suspects provided by 
witnesses showed they looked like Euro-
peans, he told a news conference Sunday 
afternoon.

When asked if there was evidence of 
foreign involvement in the killing, he said: 

“We want to ensure a complete probe. We 
are still investigating the motive. I urge 
people not to make any conclusion.” No 
arrests have been made and the murder 
weapon has not been recovered, he said.

Palestinian representative to Malaysia 
Anwar al-Agha said Fadi’s body would be 
taken back to the Palestinian territories 
for burial.

Mohammad Shedad, 17, a student and 
a relative of the victim, also blamed Mos-
sad for the killing.

“It is definitely the work of Mossad. 
Fadi is a very clever person, anyone who 
is clever is a threat to Israel,” he told AFP 
outside the victim’s Malaysian apart-
ment.

“Fadi is a Hamas member and knows 
how to make rockets. So (Israel) think he is 
dangerous.” Batsh was married with three 
young children and had lived in Malaysia 
for 10 years.

It was the second high-profile killing of 
a foreigner in Malaysia in just over a year.

In February 2017 assassins smeared 
the banned VX nerve agent on the face of 
Kim Jong Nam, the estranged half-brother 
of North Korea’s leader, at Kuala Lumpur 
International Airport, killing him within 
minutes.

The Mossad is believed to have assas-
sinated Palestinian militants and scien-
tists in the past, but rarely confirms such 
operations.

Hamas has accused Mossad of assas-
sinating one of its drone experts -- Mo-
hamed Zouari -- in Tunisia in 2016, and the 
spy agency is also believed to have been 
behind the 2010 murder of top Hamas 
militant Mahmud al-Mabhuh in a Dubai 
hotel.

In Iran, a total of five scientists -- four 
of them involved in the country’s nuclear 
programme -- were killed in bomb and 
gun attacks in Tehran between 2010 and 
2012 at the height of tensions over the 
country’s nuclear ambitions.

Iran has accused Mossad and the CIA 
of ordering the killings.

Tensions between Israel and Gaza are 
high, with 38 Palestinians killed in four 
weeks of clashes along the border. 

Today, Israel announced the arrest of 
19 Palestinians in the occupied West Bank, 
15 of them allegedly affiliated with Hamas 
in Gaza “who were instructed to carry out 
different missions on behalf of the Hamas 
terror organisation,” the army said.

Asuncion, April 22 (PTI/AFP): 
The US-educated son of a top 
aide to Paraguay’s late dictator 
is favourite to win today’s presi-
dential election in one of Latin 
America’s poorest countries.

Opinion polls give Mario 
Abdo Benitez of the ruling con-
servative Colorado party a clear 
lead over his centrist opponent, 
Efrain Alegre, in a two-horse race 
to succeed outgoing conservative 
President Horacio Cartes.

Polling stations opened at 7 
am and are due to close at 4 pm.

Landlocked Paraguay -- sand-
wiched between Bolivia, Argen-
tina and Brazil -- has enjoyed 
consistent economic growth 
under tobacco magnate Cartes, 
but has failed to shrug off persist-
ent poverty, corruption and drug 
trafficking.

It remains a land of contrasts, 

still marked by the 1954-1989 
dictatorship of General Alfredo 
Stroessner.

However, a new generation 
of voter among the electorate 
of 4.2 million -- born after the 
dictatorship responsible for the 
deaths or disappearances of up 
to 3,000 people -- seems ready to 
turn the page.

Forty-three per cent of the 
population is aged between 18 
and 34.

Polls in recent weeks have 
given Abdo Benitez, the twice-
divorced son of Stroessner’s per-
sonal secretary, a lead of 20 points 
ahead of 55-year-old Alegre in the 
race to succeed Cartes.

However, the latest opinion 
polls predict a neck and neck 
finish and predicate an Abdo 
Benitez win on a turnout of less 
than 70 per cent.

Tobacco magnate Cartes kept 
Paraguay on course for year-on-
year growth of about 4 per cent 
on an economy based on exports 
of soybeans, meat and electricity.

But there has been little 
progress in alleviating poverty 
that has remained stubbornly 
at 26.4 per cent and corruption, 
with Paraguay languishing 135th 
out of 180 countries ranked by 
Transparency International.

“If Benitez loses, it will be a 
vote of sanction against Cartes, 
who has presided over a govern-
ment of exclusion. People are re-
acting with weariness,” pollsters 
Sneard told AFP.

Abdo Benitez, who goes 
by the nickname “Marito”, has 
pledged to reform the judicial 
system to render it less prone 
to corruption, but to maintain 
Cartes’ economic policy.

Alegre, the outsider at the 
head of the centrist GANAR alli-
ance, has offered free health care 
for the poor and to slash the cost 
of electricity to stimulate invest-
ment and jobs.

The two adversaries agree 
on one point: they oppose the 
legalisation of abortion and gay 
marriage in the deeply conserva-
tive Catholic country.

“I am for life. I am against 
abortion and its decriminalisa-
tion, in any case. Personally, I 
believe that nobody can take the 
place of God to decide on the life 
or death of a person,” Alegre told 
AFP in an interview. 

In addition to choosing a 
president, the electorate will 
also elect a new parliament and 
governors of the country’s 17 
departments.

Electing Abdo Benitez despite 

his father’s links with the dictator-
ship would confirm if Paraguay-
ans have turned the page on the 
darkest chapter of their recent 
history.

“Paraguayan society is chang-
ing faster than its political elites, 
and there is a generation, which 
is becoming increasingly in-
fluential, which does not really 
remember the undemocratic re-
gime. This is a first in the history 
of Paraguay,” said Oliver Stuen-
kel, professor of international 
relations at the Getulio Vargas 
foundation in Sao Paulo, writing 
in Americas Quarterly. 

The odds are stacked in Abdo 
Benitez’s favour: The only time 
the country had a president who 
did not come from the Colorado 
party was in 2008-2012 when 
former Catholic bishop Fernando 
Lugo ruled.

Ankara, April 22 (IANS): Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
said on Saturday that Turkey may 
extend the state of emergency for 
the 10th time for the peace of the 
country when necessary.

“We will continue extending it 
for the peace of our country, for the 
eighth time, for the ninth time or 
for the 10th time, if necessary,” Xin-
hua quoted the President as saying.

The Turkish Parliament on 
Wednesday extended the state 

of emergency, imposed in the 
wake of a failed coup in 2016, 
for another three months for the 
seventh time.

Erdogan assured the business 
people that the emergency rule 
has only been used in the country’s 
fight against terrorism, saying it 
should be welcomed as it guards 
the interests of the business world 
by preventing labour strikes.

“When our business people say 
the state of emergency should be 

lifted, it upsets us,” the President 
added.

The Turkish Industry and Busi-
ness Association, the country’s 
main business institution, urged 
the government this week to lift 
the emergency rule and criticized 
Erdogan for setting snap elections 
for June.

Erdogan announced on 
Wednesday that Turkey will hold 
presidential and parliamentary 
elections on June 24 instead of No-

vember 2019 as originally sched-
uled.

Turkish troops are fighting 
the outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ 
Party and Syrian Kurdish militia, 
while the investigation into the 
coup bid and the crackdown are 
continuing.

Ankara has listed the network 
led by Fethullah Gulen, a Turkish 
cleric living in the US, as a terror 
group for masterminding the 2016 
putsch that left 250 people dead.

Ghumdhum Border Post 
(Bangladesh), April 22 (IANS): 
When hundreds of thousands 
of Rohingya refugees, escaping 
a brutal military crackdown 
in Myanmar, gathered near 
the Bangladesh border last 
year, a senior Bangladesh army 
commander was caught in a 
dilemma. He was wary of illegal 
incursions but at the same time 
didn’t want to leave innocent 
men, women and children to 
die.

Lt. Colonel Manjurul Has-
san, of the Border Guards Bang-
ladesh (BGB), was the first of-
ficer who was informed about 
some firing incidents across the 
border on the night of August 
24-25, 2017. He didn’t realise 
the seriousness of the matter 
and just ordered his forces to 
be alert.

Suddenly there was a bar-
rage of calls, and firing incidents 
and bombings were reported 
from at least a dozen border 
posts. Hassan informed his sen-
iors and left for the Ghumdhum 
Border Post where gunshots 
could be heard across the hills 
along the Naff river that divides 
the two countries, forming a 
271-km boundary.

Then, on that dark night, he 
saw a flood of people running 
towards his side of the border. 
He ordered some of his troop-
ers to take position with strict 
instructions not to open fire 
unless ordered to do so.

“I tried calling my counter-
parts on the otherside of the 
border (to know what is hap-
pening). But I couldn’t establish 
contact,” Hassan told IANS at 
the Ghumdhum border out-

post, lying south of Naff, mark-
ing the border of southeastern 
Bangladesh and western My-
anmar.

He said he saw people were 
crying, shouting and negotiat-
ing with his soldiers.

“I realised that they are in-
nocents persecuted by their 
own people. The situation 
was different and I had to deal 
with it peacefully,” Hassan said 
about “my first experience 
with this kind of humanitarian 
problem” that over the months 
snowballed into a major inter-
national refugee crisis.

They were Rohingyas of Ra-
khine state fleeing their home-
land that doesn’t recognise 
them as its citizens. They were 
speaking a language Hassan 
and his troops didn’t under-
stand. With some local help, he 

could decipher what they were 
trying to tell him.

“They said that (the Myan-
mar) army had cracked down 
on their villages, killing men, 
women, children -- people of 
every age. Their women were 
also reportedly raped. They 
were seeking shelter in Bangla-
desh, promising to return when 
situation became normal,” 
Hassan recalled the broken 
conversations “etched in my 
memory”.

He said it was a difficult de-
cision to take. On the one hand, 
humans were escaping death 
and, on the other, his responsi-
bility towards his country didn’t 
permit him to allow in illegal 
entrants from a foreign nation.

The Rohingyas kept coming 
in droves. It was 11 p.m. and he 
asked his soldiers to collect all 

of them at the over six-kilome-
tre stretch of no-man’s land on 
the bank of the Naff river.

This prevented them from 
slipping into Bangladesh and 
also assured them that they 
were safe. The idea was to wait 
for orders from the govern-
ment.

The next evening, as it 
rained heavily, gunshots were 
heard again. And then came 
the real challenge. This time 
the influx of Rohingyas was 
much greater than the previous 
night. They included new-born 
babies, critically-injured men, 
women, children and elderly 
people.

“A complete humanitarian 
crisis was unfolding in front 
of me. It was difficult for us to 
manage the crowd. BGB and 
locals were on their toes the 

whole night,” Hassan said.
On August 26 morning, situ-

ation seemed better and many 
Rohingyas started returning 
to their country only to come 
back, many critically injured, 
hours later.

“On August 26-27 night, 
the government asked us to 
arrange food, water and medi-
cal facilities for the victims, but 
with the instruction not to allow 
them to enter as the exact situ-
ation was not known,” he said.

The situation was even 
more frightening on August 28 
when thousands of people car-
rying dead bodies started arriv-
ing from Down South through 
the Naff river.

“They had walked several 
days without food and water. 
Families were searching for 
their children, some kids lost 

their parents. Husbands were 
looking for their wives.”

The government contin-
ued with humanitarian relief, 
including food and medicine. 
“Those critically injured were 
allowed treatment in local hos-
pitals.”

The same day, he said, “Our 
government decided to settle 
the ethnic minority at refugee 
camps in two border areas -- 
Kutupalong and Balukhali.”

“So, this is the scenario. Till 
October, we received lakhs of 
Rohingyas. The Rohingya in-
flux started decreasing day by 
day and now we have some 11 
lakh refugees living here,” said 
Hassan, who actually belongs 
to the Bangladesh Army and is 
currently on deputation head-
ing the BGB’s Cox’s Bazar 34th 
Battalion.
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People gather outside a voter registration center which was attacked by a suicide bomber in Kabul, Afghani-
stan, Sunday, April 22, 2018.  Gen. Daud Amin, the Kabul police chief, said the suicide bomber targeted 
civilians who had gathered to receive national identification cards. 

News IN BrIef
36 IS militants killed in Iraqi 
airstrikes in Syria
Baghdad, April 22 (IANS): At least 36 Islamic State (IS) 
militants were killed in airstrikes by the Iraqi air force 
targeting IS positions inside neighbouring Syria, the Iraqi 
military said on Sunday. Acting on intelligence reports, the 
Iraqi F-16 fighter jets pounded the terrorist IS positions, 
including a meeting site for some IS leaders, leaving 36 
terrorists dead, Xinhua news agency said quoting a st 
tement by the Iraqi Joint Operations Command (JOC). 
JOC spokesman Yahya Abdul-Rasoul told Xinhua 
that the attacks were carried out on Thursday, and that 
intelligence reports confirmed that 36 IS militants were 
killed and five IS leaders at the meeting site were among 
the killed and a sixth was wounded.

Naked man kills four in Tennessee
Nashville, April 22 (IANS): Four people were shot 
dead and as many injured as a naked man opened fire 
at a restaurant in Tennessee early on Sunday, police said. 
Residents have been told to lock their doors and stay alert 
as the man is on the run. Metro Nashville Police said 
the gunman was naked except for a green jacket when 
he opened fire at about 3:25 a.m. at a Waffle House in 
Antioch, part of the Nashville area, CNN reported. After 
shooting, he shed his jacket and fled stark naked. During 
the shooting at the Waffle House, a customer intervened 
and snatched the gun away. “The man who wrestled the 
gun away is a hero,” said Aaron. The suspect is 29-year-old 
Travis Reinking of Morton, Illinois. The motive appears 
to be random, police said.

17 dead after two dragon boats 
overturn
Beijing, April 22 (IANS): Seventeen people were 
confirmed dead after two dragon boats overturned on 
Saturday in China’s Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous 
Region, local authorities said. The accident occurred 
when two dragon boats, 18 meters long with a 
capacity of  30 passengers each, overturned during a 
practice session on Taohuajiang River in Guilin, the 
regional capital. About 60 people fell into the water, 
Xinhua reported. Eight boats and over 200 people 
were dispatched to the rescue. Authorities in Guilin 
said villagers in Dunmu Village organised the practice 
session without notifying police beforehand. Two 
organisers have been detained.

11 killed in Afghanistan gunfight
Kabul, April 22 (IANS): At least 11 people, including 
10 Islamic State (IS) militants and a security man, 
have been killed in a gunfight in Afghanistan’s Jawzjan 
province, police said on Sunday. Nine IS militants and two 
security personnel also sustained injuries in the clashes, 
officials said. The clashes flared up after the IS militants 
attacked security checkpoints outside the Darzab district 
headquarters on Friday, Xinhua news agency reported 
quoting deputy to provincial police chief Abdul Hafiz 
Khashi. The security forces also retaliated following which 
the gunfight lasted for hours.

US rights report notes Lanka’s 
slowness in transitional justice
Colombo, April 22 (PTI): Torture remained endemic 
throughout Sri Lanka in 2017, the US has said, highlighting 
limited progress made by the government in establishing 
additional transitional justice mechanisms. The US 
State Department, in a report, mentioned arbitrary or 
unlawful killings by government or its agents.  “Torture 
remained endemic throughout the country,” the report 
said, adding that the detainees had complained of torture 
and mistreatment, forced confessions and denial of basic 
human rights.  “Excessive use of force against civilians 
by police and security forces also remained a problem,” 
it said. 

Macron, Sisi speak support for 
political settlement in Syria
Cairo, April 22 (IANS): Egyptian President Abdel 
Fattah el-Sisi and French President Emmanuel Macron 
have voiced support for political settlement in Syria, the 
Egyptian presidential spokesman said in a statement. 
“The two presidents expressed their support for all 
exerted efforts to settle Syrian crisis politically, stressing 
the importance of the participation of Arab states and the 
permanent members of the UN Security Council in this 
regard,” said spokesman Bassam Rady said on Saturday, 
Xinhua reported. Sisi and Macron agreed to continue 
consultation and coordination.

Islamic state 
suicide bomber kills 
57 in Afghan capital

Israel dismisses claims Mossad 
behind Malaysia assassination

Paraguay candidate with ties to dictatorship set for presidency

May extend state of emergency for 10th time – Erdogan

Dilemma of a Bangladeshi commander as rohingya humanitarian crisis unfolded
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‘Austin Powers’ fame 
Mini-me dead at 49

‘Sexual harassment survivors in B’wood must speak up’

Joe Lynn turner is ‘stable’ following heart attack

Kerry Katona wants to send her ashes into space

Usher wants herpes lawsuit documents sealedMira wanted to share the news with the 
world — Shahid on second baby

Acting fascinates me — Mr India 2017
Mr India 2017 winner Darasing Khurana, who will be representing India at Mr Interna-
tional 2018 in Myanmar, says he has always been fascinated by acting and would like 
to try his luck in the field. “Acting has always fascinated me and the emerging trends 
in the industry are potent with so many exciting projects in all media, TV, web as well 
as films,” Darasing told IANS.  “Bollywood is an integral part of our life and to be able 
to do something in that, will be a great honour. I am open to all mediums, where my 
skills get honed and I emulate the dreams of the scriptwriter and the director,” he 
added.  “My focus was on health and fitness, regular workouts. I followed a strict diet. 
Then there was selection of my attire for the pageant. I wanted to present the essence 
of Indian fabrics and style on a global platform, so it needed a lot of detailing on the 
styling to integrate the fabric of our culture in my attire.” (IANS)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

11 am, 8 pm: Nanu Ki 
Jaanu (Hindi)

2 pm: Baaghi 2 (Hindi)

5 pm: Truth Or Dare (Eng)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

A
ctor Verne 
Troyer, who 
played Mini-
Me in two of 
the “Austin 

Powers” comedy films, is 
dead. He was 49.

A statement shared 
on his verified social 
media accounts on Fri-
day read: “Verne was an 

extremely caring individ-
ual. He wanted to make 
everyone smile, be happy, 
and laugh. Anybody in 
need, he would help to 
any extent possible.

“Verne hoped he 
made a positive change 
with the platform he 
had and worked towards 
spreading that message 

every day.”
The statement also 

said he had undergone a 
“recent time of adversity”, 
reports cnn.com.

“Verne was also a 
fighter when it came to 
his own battles. Over the 
years he’s struggled and 
won, struggled and won, 
struggled and fought 
some more, but unfortu-
nately this time was too 
much.”

No cause of death was 
immediately released.

Troyer was hospital-
ized earlier this month 
after emergency re-
sponders here went to his 
home.

In April 2017, Troyer 
announced on Facebook 
that he was being treated 
for alcohol addiction, 
something he had fought 
in the past.

Troyer featured in 58 
movies and television 
shows which included his 
role as Mini-Me, in the 
diminutive clone of actor 
Mike Myers’ character Dr. 
Evil, in “Austin Powers: 
The Spy Who Shagged 
Me” and “Austin Powers 
in Goldmember”.

Myers mourned the 
actor’s demise calling 
Troyer the “consummate 
professional and a bea-
con of positivity”.

“It is a sad day, but 
I hope he is in a better 
place. He will be greatly 
missed,” he said in a 
statement.

IANS

F
ilmmaker Anurag 
Kashyap says the 
reason a lot of people 
in Bollywood have 
remained silent about 

sexual harassment at work-
place is because they know 
their opinion will not make 
a difference until the victims 
come forward.

The #MeToo campaign, 
which sparked off a movement 
in Hollywood late last year, had 
actors along with people from 
other walks of life share their 
stories of sexual abuse. The re-
portage of multiple allegations 
of sexual harassment, includ-
ing rape, against media mogul 
Harvey Weinstein last October, 
was touted as the “watershed 
moment” in the history of the 
entertainment industry. 

There are only a handful 

of Bollywood stars, who have 
spoken about sexual harass-
ment prevalent in the industry, 
without taking any names.

While Hollywood had ac-
tors naming their sexual abus-
ers from the industry, Hindi 
cinema chose to stay silent, 
thereby inviting criticism from 
fans.

Defending the industry, 
Kashyap said artistes weighing 
in on the prevalence of sexual 
abuse is of no use till the ones, 
who have faced harassment, 
keep mum about their experi-
ences.

“Anywhere, a campaign like 
this (#MeToo) will be successful 
only when the victim speaks 
up. Then the people can stand 
up in support of the victim.

“If the victim won’t speak 
up, then no one can speak 

because the others will be 
branded as disgruntled people 
trying to do rumour-monger-
ing. It will be a total failure,” 
the director told PTI in an 
interview.

Kashyap, in fact, slammed 
the media for being “obsessed 
with Bollywood” as “sexual har-
assment exists” in every field.

“It exists everywhere. Why 
are people obsessed with Bol-
lywood?” the 45-year-old film-
maker asked before adding the 
film industry should instead 
be lauded for being the first to 
acknowledge and talk about 
the issue. 

He believes the fraternity 
is more courageous than any 
other body as its members first 
spoke openly about it. 

“I think everyone needs 
to take that clue and find that 

courage to do something about 
it,” he added.

When further pressed on 
the issue of sexual harassment 
and its existence in the Hindi 
film industry, Kashyap said he 
could not offer his opinion on 
something he did not know 
about.

“When I was 19-years-old, 
I spoke about sexual abuse be-
cause I went through it. When I 
had to speak about it, I did... A 
long time ago. I went on Aamir 
Khan’s show also and talked 
about it.

“So, it is not that I haven’t 
spoken about it. I did speak 
about it. Today, I have stopped 
talking because nobody really 
cares about the movement, 
everybody cares about the 
headline,” the director said.

PTI

F
ormer Rainbow and 
Deep Purple singer Joe 
Lynn Turner remains in a 
hospital in Minsk, Belarus, 
following his heart attack 

last week. According to a statement 
posted on Facebook and credited to 
Turner and his wife, Maya, he’s call-
ing it a “learning lesson in life” and 
hopes to be be back on the road as 
soon as possible.

They said that his myocardial inf-
arction “happened without any prior 
warning signs... He is in the hospital, 
stable and in very good spirits. He will 
continue to receive medical care and 
full physical rehabilitation for several 
weeks and afterwards will take some 
time off to recover.”

Turner had been scheduled to 
begin a European tour on April 25, 
coinciding with the release of “Only 

the Good Will Survive,” the lead 
single from his band Sunstorm’s up-
coming album, The Road to Hell. But 
the heart attack forced those dates to 
be postponed. He’s going to use the 
recovery time to make some changes 
in his life.

“We cannot always control what 
happens to us in this life,” the state-
ment continued, “but can control 
how we respond. As a very strong 
personality, Joe has every intention 
of returning to the stage in the near 
future and is taking this unfortu-
nate experience as a learning lesson 
in life... As a true Artist, He tries to 
find motivation and inspiration in 
everything that he is going through 
to make his Spirit even stronger... The 
pain he experienced has nourished 
his courage!”

ultimateclassicrock.com

S
inger Usher has asked a judge 
to seal the legal documents in 
his herpes lawsuit.

The “Yeah!” hitmaker is 
caught in a legal battle with 

Quantasia Sharpton, who went public 
about the romantic night she and 
Usher spent together in August 2017. 

Usher has refuted her claims and is 
now seeking to keep his responses to 
her requests for evidence under wraps, 
reports aceshowbiz.com.

According to Sharpton, she had 
not contracted herpes from the alleged 
encounter at a Days Inn hotel following 
an Usher concert in Atlantic City, New 
Jersey in 2014, but is suing because she 
believes she had been put at risk by the 
musician.

Usher is reportedly worried that his 
answers will identify another unnamed 
woman suing him for the same reason 
and expose her medical records, while 
he is also concerned private informa-
tion could be made public in the media 
and violate a reported court order 
between himself, Sharpton and the 

unidentified woman.
The unidentified Georgia woman, 

who claims she was diagnosed with 
herpes after sleeping with the musi-
cian, filed a suit in July 2017, demand-
ing $20 million in punitive damages 
and another $20 million for emotional 
harm and medical bills. Usher, who 
separated from his second wife Grace 
Miguel in March, has also denied those 
allegations and had earlier asked a 
judge to dismiss the lawsuit.

IANS

S
inger Kerry Katona has 
reportedly arranged to 
have her ashes scattered 
in space after she dies.

Katona, 37, has signed 
up to a firm to launch a special 
rocket filled with her remains to 
scatter them across the galaxy 
in memory of her life, reports 
thesun.co.uk.

Her decision means she will 
follow in the footsteps of “Star 
Trek” founder Gene Rodden-
berry and actor James Doohan, 
whose ashes were blasted into the 
heavens.

Katona has signed up to 
Manchester based business Pride 
Planning’s Stardust plan. She de-
cided to go for the plan to 
avoid leaving funeral 
bills to her children.

“We all know 
Kerry never does 
things by halves 

and she thought this sounded 
amazing. She’s always had a fasci-
nation with space and she wants 

her funeral to be 
totally out of 

the box and 
memora-
ble. She 
decided 
the last 
thing she 
wanted 
was 

for her 
children to 
deal with 
her funeral,” 

a 

source said.
“Everyone knows what an 

amazing mother she is and her 
kids mean everything to her. She’s 
doing this so that she doesn’t leave 
her children any funeral fees and 
so they can remember her life in a 
really incredible way,” added the 
source.

The former Atomic Kitten 
singer first heard about the send-
off while watching BBC’s “Dragon’s 
Den”.

As part of the special send-off, 
rockets can be launched from any-
where in the world and ashes are 
scattered in front of a high defini-
tion camera. The ceremony costs 

5,400 pounds, reported 
thesun.co.uk.

IANS

A
ctor Shahid Ka-
poor is elated 
that he is going 
to become a 
father for the 

second time, and says 
it was his and wife Mira 
Rajput’s decision to break 
the news on Instagram.

Shahid and Mira, who 
are already parents to 
20-months-old Misha, 
shared a picture of their 
daughter alongside a 
caption, “Big sister,” an-
nouncing they are expect-
ing their second child.

“I am very happy. We 
just felt like sharing it 

with everybody. Mira said 
she wanted to put it on 
Instagram, and I felt the 
photograph was really 
cute. So, it was a sponta-
neous decision and it just 
happened,” Shahid said at 
the red carpet of Dadasa-
heb Phalke Foundation 
Awards here last night.

The 37-year-old actor 
also expressed his happi-
ness over the praise that 
younger brother Ishaan 
has been receiving for 
his debut film, “Beyond 
The Clouds”. Shahid said 
Ishaan now needs to work 
harder with humility and 

grace. “Of course, he has 
just started. He has to 
work a lot, learn a lot and 
he has to work hard with 
humility. He has to put 
down his head and work,” 
he added. The “Padmaa-
vat” star said Ishaan is 
fortunate to be getting 
good opportunities in the 
beginning of his career.

“It is a huge opportu-
nity to work with Majid 
Majidi in your first film. To 
work with Dharma Pro-
ductions and Shashank 
(Khaitan) in your second 
(‘Dhadak’) is something 
that he should consider 

himself fortunate. He is 
working really hard and 
I am proud of him,” he 
said.

As for his own upcom-
ing films, Shahid is set to 
wrap up “Batti Gul Meter 
Chalu”, which is being 
helmed by Shree Narayan 
Singh of “Toilet Ek Prem 
Katha”-fame, and also 
stars Sharaddha Kapoor 
and Yami Gautam.

“We have completed 
70 per cent of the film. 
The rest of the shoot be-
gins next week and it will 
finish in May,” he said.

PTI
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Highly-sensitive detection of Salmonella typhi in clinical blood samples by magnetic nanoparticle-based enrichment and in-situ measurement 
of isothermal amplification of nucleic acids

Jim Bridenstine IANS

Scientists find way to bend, stretch diamond US Senate confirms Jim 
Bridenstine as new NASA chief

Magnetic nanoparticles can deliver 
anticancer drugs with precision 

Glycogen in neurons of degenerating 
brains is beneficial—Study 

SpaceX to build Mars 
rockets in Los Angeles

Skull surgery performed on Stone Age cow—Study

New method developed for faster typhoid diagnosis 

Washington, April 20 (IANS): An 
international team of research-
ers has found that diamond, the 
strongest of all natural materials, 
can bend and stretch much like 
rubber and snap back to its origi-
nal shape.

A study published on Thurs-
day in the journal Science opened 
the door to a variety of diamond-
based devices for applications 
such as sensing, data storage, 
biocompatible in vivo imaging, 
optoelectronics, and drug deliv-
ery, Xinhua reported.

The team led by Dao Ming 
from the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology showed that the 
narrow diamond needles, similar 
in shape to the rubber tips on the 
end of some toothbrushes but just 
a few hundred nanometers (bil-
lionths of a meter) across, could 
flex and stretch by as much as 9 
percent without breaking, then 
return to their original configura-
tion.

Ordinary diamond in bulk 
form has a limit of well below 1 
per cent stretch, according to the 
researchers.

“We developed a unique nano-
mechanical approach to precisely 
control and quantify the ultra-
large elastic strain distributed in 
the nanodiamond samples,” says 

Lu Yang, senior co-author and As-
sociate Professor of mechanical 
and biomedical engineering at 
Chinese University Of Hong Kong.

Using a scanning electron 
microscope to ‘video record’ the 
process in real time, the team used 
a diamond probe 
to put pres-
s u re  o n 
t h e 

s i d e s 
o f  t h e 
d i a m o n d 
n a n o - n e e -
dles, which were 
grown through a 
special process called 
chemical vapour deposi-
tion and etched into final 
shape.

The team measured how 
much each needle could bend 
before it fractured. They found 
that the maximum tensile strain 
of the nanoscale diamond was as 
high as 9 per cent.

“The controlled bending de-
formation also enables precise 
control and on-the-fly alterations 
of the maximum strain in the 
nano-needle below its fracture 
limit,” said Dao, a paper’s senior 
co-author.

“ T h i s  w o r k 
also demon-

s t r a t e s 
t h a t 

w h a t 
is  usu-

a l l y  n o t 
possible at the 

macroscopic and 
microscopic scales 

can occur at the na-
no-scale where the entire 

specimen consists of only 
dozens or hundreds of atoms, 

and where the surface to volume 
ratio is large,” said Subra Suresh, 
President of Nanyang Technologi-
cal University in Singapore.

The researchers also showed 
that polycrystalline diamond 

nano-needles, where each needle 
comprises many nano-size grains 
or crystals of diamond, can with-
stand a reversible, elastic stretch 
of up to 4 per cent before break-
ing.

Given that maximum flexibil-
ity can be changed in real-time 
to between zero to 9 per cent in 
nano-diamonds, there is a lot of 
potential for exploring unprec-
edented material properties.

One application goes to the 
nitrogen-vacancy (NV) emission 
centers in diamond which are 
extremely sensitive to magnetic 
fields, temperatures, ion concen-
trations and spin densities.

Since changes in elastic strains 
are sensitive to magnetic fields, 
potential applications could in-
clude such fields as data storage 
where lasers could encode data 
into diamonds.

In biosensing applications, NV 
could also be used in Magnetic 
Resonance Imaging (MRI) or Nu-
clear Magnetic Resonance (NMR) 
to achieve even higher accuracy 
and resolutions as well as 3-di-
mensional imaging for complex 
nanostructures and biomolecules.

The bended diamond could 
also be useful for drug delivery 
into cells where strong yet flexible 
nano-needles are needed.

Washington, April 20 
(IANS): The US Senate 
has confirmed President 
Donald Trump-nomi-
nated Representative Jim 
Bridenstine to lead the US 
space agency.

The Senate narrowly 
on Thursday voted 50-49 
on partisan lines to con-
firm Bridenstine to serve 
as NASA’s 13th adminis-
trator.

Bridenstine, a pilot in 
the US Navy Reserve and 
former executive direc-
tor of the Tulsa Air and 
Space Museum and Plan-
etarium, was elected to 
the US Congress in 2012 to 
represent Oklahoma’s First 
Congressional District.

He currently serves on 
the House Armed Services 
Committee and the Sci-
ence, Space and Technol-
ogy Committee.

“I am pleased to have 
Rep. Bridenstine nomi-
nated to lead our team. I 
look forward to ensuring 
a smooth transition and 
sharing the great work the 
NASA team is doing,” act-
ing NASA Administrator 
Robert Lightfoot said in a 
statement.

New Delhi, April 18 (In-
dia Science Wire): Effec-
tive delivery of anticancer 
drugs is a major challenge 
so as to avoid toxic side 
effects. Indian scientists 
have developed a new 
way for precise delivery 
of anticancer drugs using 
a dual-purpose magnetic 
metal-organic framework 
of nanoparticles.

A team of researchers 
at the Indian Institute of 
Technology, Guwahati, 
led by Prof S. Gumma and 
Prof M. K. Purkait has used 
magnetite and incorpo-
rated it into metal-organic 
frameworks for delivering 
anticancer drugs. Unlike 
other metals, magnetite 
is readily accepted by hu-
man body and it breaks 
down easily. Magnetite 
nanoparticles are already 
approved for clinical prac-
tice by the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration.

Due to magnetic prop-
erties, nanoparticles can 
also be used to convert 
their electromagnetic en-
ergy to heat thereby de-
stroying the cancer caus-
ing cells. Metal-organic 
frameworks have a large 

surface area and many 
pores that can be effec-
tively used to control the 
rate and the location of 
drug delivery. The diam-
eter of the pores can also 
be adjusted to allow only 
as much drug to be re-
leased as is required to 
destroy the cancer cells. 
This reduces the risk of 
the strong drugs killing the 
normal cells.

“ The process of accu-
rate targeting of only can-
cer-causing cells requires 
fine tuning and that’s why 
magnetite-loaded metal-
organic frameworks have 
an edge over traditional 
drug-delivery methods, 
according to the research-
ers. “

The process of accu-
rate targeting of only can-
cer-causing cells requires 
fine tuning and that’s why 
magnetite-loaded metal-
organic frameworks have 
an edge over traditional 
drug-delivery methods, 
according to the research-
ers. The existing drug car-
riers are unable to carry a 
large amount of medicine 
to cancer cells or tend to 
release the drug from ex-

ternal surface before they 
can reach the cancer cells 
which decreases their ef-
fectiveness and efficiency.

The study, published in 
journal Microporous and 
Mesoporous Materials, 
analyzed various combi-
nations of the framework 
with varying amounts of 
magnetite to determine 
which one was most suit-
able for being used a car-
rier for the anticancer 
drug, doxorubicin hydro-
chloride (DOX) commonly 
available as adriamycin, 
caelyx and myocet.

According to research-
ers, “the drug release pat-
terns of all composites 
are well-controlled and 
are sustained in the body 
for over 20 days without 
premature release of DOX. 
Thus patients may get the 
benefit of the medicine 
without making frequent 
visits to the doctor.” In-
corporation of magnetite 
not only helps to tune 
the speed with which the 
drug is released into the 
body, but the total amount 
of the drug released in-
creases due to their higher 
loading capacity. 

New Delhi, April 18 (India 
Science Wire): Healthy 
neurons do not store gly-
cogen - main source of 
energy storage for cells - 
while they do possess the 
machinery for glycogen 
synthesis in an inactive 
state. At the same time, 
neurons in degenerating 
brains are known to accu-
mulate glycogen. A team 
of Indian scientists has 
figured out that glycogen 
in neurons actually has a 
protective role in patients 
with neurodegenerative 
disorders like Alzheimer’s 
and Huntington’s.

For long, scientists 
have been trying to find 
specific role of glycogen 
in neurons, especial-
ly in brain diseases like 
Huntington’s, Lafora, Al-
zheimer’s etc. with some 
believing it be neurotoxic. 
The new study led by Prof. 
Subramaniam Ganesh of 
Indian Institute of Tech-
nology, Kanpur (IIT-K) 
suggests that glycogen has 
a protective role in neu-
rons of patients suffering 
with neurodegenerative 
disorders.

Glycogen synthetic 
machinery in healthy neu-
rons usually remains in 
an inactive state. In this 
machinery, an enzyme 
called glycogen synthase 
catalyzes the formation 
of glycogen. Using cel-

San Francisco, April 22 (IANS): The Big Fal-
con Rocket, or BFR, which will be used to 
explore Mars -- a goal that SpaceX CEO Elon 
Musk hopes to accomplish by 2022 -- will 
be built in the Port of Los Angeles, media 
reports said.

According to a report in CNET on Satur-
day, the LA Board of Harbor Commission-
ers gave its unanimous approval to permit 
SpaceX to build the BFR Mars rocket at a new 
facility on Terminal Island at the Port of Los 
Angeles. 

The report said the new rocket manufac-
turing facility would be built on a 19-acre par-
cel on the mostly artificial island that’s part of 
the port. The facility would provide employ-
ment to as many as 700 people, as per SpaceX.

The reason of building the rocket at the 
port and not at the company’s inland head-
quarters in Hawthorne, California, is due to 
the size of BFR.

BFR would be so large that it would have 
to be transported on an ocean-going barge 
to Cape Canaveral, Florida, via the Panama 
Canal. 

As per the information provided by Musk, 
SpaceX’s huge new rocket would be nearly 350 
feet tall and span 30 feet in diameter.

Meanwhile, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Gar-
cetti said on Twitter: “This is a vehicle that 
holds the promise of taking humanity deeper 
into the cosmos than ever before.” 

“And this isn’t just about reaching into the 
heavens. It’s about creating jobs right here on 
Earth,” the Mayor added.

SpaceX would pay the Port of Los Angeles 
$1.38 million per year under its lease agree-
ment for the Berth 240 location, Spaceflight 
Now website reported.

Paris, April 21 (IANS): For 
the first time, a definite 
example of cranial sur-
gery has been found in a 
cow from Stone age that 
suggests that animal trials 
were held before graduat-
ing to humans, a study said.

T h e  n e a r  c o m p l e t e 
cow’s skull was discovered 
at a Neolithic site dating 
back to 3,400 to 3,000 B.C., 
a CNN report said. The 
study was published in the 
journal Scientific Reports.

It was found at the Stone 
Age site of Champ-Durand 
in France, 25 miles from the 
Atlantic coast. 

The settlement, once 
a key trade centre, spe-
cialised in salt production 
and rear ing catt le.  Ar-

chaeological excavations 
between 1975 and 1985, 
found bones of cows, pigs, 
sheep and goats.

Cows though popular 
finds in Neolithic sites, 
had never been found with 
complete craniums, the 
CNN report said. They were 
raised as food, and their 
skulls were broken to re-
trieve the tongue and brain, 
the study said. 

A 1999 study on the skull 
pointed at it being gored 
by another cow. However, 
Fernando Ramirez Rozzi, 
a paleontologist with the 
Centre National de la Re-
cherche Scientifique, who 
studied the skull, said oth-
erwise.

N o  s i g n  o f  h e a l i n g 

around the bone tissue 
meant either it did not sur-
vive the trepanation pro-
cess or died shortly after. 
The other possibility is that 
it was dead when the hole 
was formed.

T h e  b o n e  h a d  b e e n 
scraped intensively -- with 
the intent to form a hole 
in the cranium, meaning it 
was not accidental.

Humans have been per-
forming cranial surgery 
for a long time. The oldest 
example of trepanation, 
dates back to 7,300 B.C.in 
an Azerbaijan village. 

That means cranial sur-
gery was happening as long 
ago as the Mesolithic pe-
riod.

Earlier a wild boar skull 
found in Roquefort, France, 
possibly from the Neolithic 
period, showed signs of 
surgery, but the skull was 
never dated.

If this was a surgical in-
tervention to help and save 
the life of the cow, it could 
be considered the oldest 
evidence of a veterinarian 
act, Rozzi said. 

A likely scenario, he said 
was that humans practiced 
surgical experimentation 
on animals before trying it 
on each other. “These two 
possibilities reveal new 
insights for the Neolithic 
society,” Rozzi added.

New Delhi, April 20 (India Science 
Wire): Indian scientists have devel-
oped a rapid and accurate method 
for diagnosis of Salmonella typhi 
bacteria which causes enteric fever 
and typhoid.

The new test, developed by sci-
entists at the Indian Institute of 
Technology, Delhi, requires minimal 
blood quantity, besides being accu-
rate and potentially cost-effective. 
Blood-culture based diagnosis of 
enteric fever, used at present, is 
time-consuming and requires skilled 
practitioners and costly instruments. 
Besides, these methods sometimes 
even fail to detect and identify the 
bacteria correctly.

In blood culture tests for diagno-
sis of enteric fever, once the bacteria 
are separated, identification de-
pends on various biochemical and 
serological tests. Most serological 
methods, which look for antibodies 
in the body, are unable to pick up an 
infection in the early stages as the 
numbers are low. The lack of spe-

cific, rapid and affordable diagnostic 
tests leads to inappropriate use of 
antibiotics in all fevers cases.

“ Most serological methods, 
which look for antibodies in the 
body, are unable to pick up an infec-
tion in the early stages as the num-
bers are low. “

The new method uses magnetic 
nanoparticles coupled with antibod-
ies. In tests, it was found that over 
65 per cent bacteria cells got bound 
to nanoparticles within 30 minutes. 
The bacteria were separated from 
nanoparticles using magnets by 
heating it at 65°C for 45 minutes. 
The cells were reheated at 100°C for 5 
minutes to breakdown the covering 
of bacteria to recover the genetic ma-
terial. Then the liquid was collected 
and put through the loop-mediated 
isothermal amplification (LAMP) 
process to increase in availability of 
genetic material required for identi-
fication of the bacteria.

This method is quick as there is 
no need for multiple cycles of rapid 

heating and cooling as required 
in traditional methods. The mini-
mum time taken for conventional 
methods to confirm the presence of 
disease-causing bacteria is 72 hours 
while the new method confirmed 
it in 6 hours, according to results of 
the study published in journal PLOS 
One.

The method, according to the 
study, has the potential for clinical 
use due to its high detection levels 
and ability to identify cells which 
can cause disease in a quicker turn-
around time. In future, it can be 
developed into a handheld and 
portable device.

(The research team included 
Dinesh Kalyanasundaram, 

Avinash Kaur and Ravikrishnan 
Elangovan (IIT, Delhi); Arti Kapil 

and Sandeep Jha (AIIMS, New 
Delhi). The study was funded by the 
Naval Research Board, Department 

of Science and Technology (DST) 
and Indo-German Science and 

Technology.)

“It is an honour to be 
confirmed by the US Senate 
to serve as NASA Adminis-
trator,” said Bridenstine.

Bridenstine will take 
over from Lightfoot, who 
has been leading the space 
agency since its previous 
administrator Charles 
Bolden, retired in the wake 
of the 2016 elections.

“I am humbled by this 
opportunity,... I look for-

ward to working with the 
outstanding team at NASA 
to achieve the President’s 
vision for American lead-
ership in space,” Briden-
stine added.

“Congrats Rep Briden-
stine on being confirmed 
as the next @NASA Admin-
istrator! Under @POTUS, 
America will lead in space 
once again,” tweeted Vice 
President Mike Pence.

A Stone Age cow skull shows trepanation, a hole in the cranium that was 
created by humans as a surgical intervention or experimentation. (CNN Wire)

lular and animal mod-
els of Huntington’s dis-
ease, the researchers have 
shown that high level of 
cytotoxic mutant Hun-
tingtin protein triggers 
more glycogen synthesis 
in neurons by activating 
glycogen synthase. They 
observed that increased 
level of glycogen synthase 
protects neurons from the 
cytotoxicity of the mutant 
Huntingtin protein.

“Our findings establish 
that glycogen synthase is 
required for neurons to 
survive during stress. We 
also show that glycogen 
thus synthesized prevents 
aggregation of abnormal 
proteins, and helps in their 
clearance. These findings 
might open up new av-
enues of therapeutic in-
terventions,” explained Dr. 

Ganesh.
“ The activation of gly-

cogen synthase is harmful 
to healthy and happy neu-
rons, and this may explain 
why glycogen granules 
are not seen in normal 
neurons. “

The activation of gly-
cogen synthase is harmful 
to healthy and happy neu-
rons, and this may explain 
why glycogen granules 
are not seen in normal 
neurons. This means gly-
cogen accumulation in 
degenerating brain could 
possibly represent a failed 
attempt of neurons to sur-
vive during the stress. “Our 
work establishes neuro-
protective role of glycogen 
synthase in Huntington’s 
disease models and thus 
discovers a previously un-
known function of glyco-

gen synthase in neuronal 
physiology”, he added.

“It is an important 
finding on protective role 
of glycogen synthase in 
neurodegenerative dis-
eases which may have 
translational relevance,” 
commented Prof. Sathees 
C. Raghavan from Indian 
Institute of Science, who 
is not connected with this 
study.

“These findings may 
open exciting possibili-
ties for developing new 
therapeutic approaches 
for the neurodegenerative 
diseases which are becom-
ing serious health issues 
in human populations in 
recent times,” said Prof. S. 
C. Lakhotia from Banaras 
Hindu University, who is 
not a part of this study.

(The study has been 
published in journal Cell 

Death and Disease. The 
research team included 
Anupama Rai, Pankaj 

K. Singh, Virender 
Singh, Rohit Mishra, 

Ashwani K. Thakur, and 
Subramaniam Ganesh 
(IIT-Kanpur); Vipendra 

Kumar, Nihar R. Jana 
(National Brain Research 

Centre, Manesar); 
Anita Mahadevan, 

Susarla K. Shankar, 
(NIMHANS, Bengaluru). 
This research work was 

funded by Department of 
Biotechnology.) 
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Barça trounces Sevilla in Copa del Rey final Pelicans sweep Blazers out of playoffs 
as Sixers, Jazz and Timberwolves win

London Marathon:  Kipchoge 
wins men's race with Farah third 
as Cheruiyot takes women's

Lacazette ensures West Ham 
cannot spoil Wenger’s day

Nadal seals 11th Monte Carlo crown

CSK beat SRH, consolidate position

Manchester United in FA Cup final

De Villiers gives RCB 6-wicket win over Delhi

Andrés Iniesta celebrates after scoring a fairytale goal against Sevilla in his last cup final for Barcelona.

Andrés Iniesta celebrates after scoring a fairytale goal against 

PTI
CSK batsman Ambati Rayudu plays a shot  during an IPL T 20 cricket match against 
Sunrisers Hyderabad in Hyderabad on Sunday.

Kenya’s Eliud Kipchoge crosses the finish line to win the men’s 
elite race.

Madrid, April 22 (IANS): FC 
Barcelona saw stellar per-
formances from superstar 
striker Lionel Messi and star 
midfielder Andres Iniesta in 
a 5-0 rout of Sevilla in the 
final of the Copa del Rey, 
Spain's annual football cup 
competition.

Ernesto Valverde's men 
delivered a much better 
performance during Sat-
urday night's final than 
they did in the Champi-

ons League quarter-finals 
earlier this month, when 
they were eliminated by AS 
Roma after being stunned 
3-0 in the second leg, re-
ports Efe news agency.

Sevilla, by contrast, put 
up much less opposition 
than they did in the 2016 
Copa del Rey final, when 
the Catalans won 2-0 on the 
strength of two extra-time 
goals.

On Saturday night at 

Wanda Metropolitano Sta-
dium in Madrid, Barça es-
sentially put the game out 
of reach in the first half with 
two goals by Luis Suarez 
and another by Messi.

Barcelona opened the 
scoring in the 14th minute 
when Philippe Coutinho 
gathered a long goal kick by 
Jasper Cillessen, dribbled 
the ball nearly to the Sevilla 
goal line and put the ball on 
a tee for Suarez, who scored 

into an empty net.
Messi then got in on 

the action at the 31-minute 
mark, receiving a back-
heeled pass from Jordi Alba 
and scoring at close range.

Nine minutes later, the 
Argentine superstar set up 
the third goal with a per-
fectly placed pass to Suarez, 
who nosed his way in front 
of a trio of defenders and 
then scored past Sevilla 
goalkeeper David Soria.

The Sevilla head coach 
tried to inject some life into 
his team after the intermis-
sion by inserting striker 
Sandro Ramirez for mid-
fielder Joaquin Correa, 
but Barça's domination 
continued over the final 45 
minutes.

Messi also assisted in 
the fourth goal in the 52nd 
minute, finding Iniesta on a 
pass that the Spanish mid-
fielder corralled inside the 
area before manoeuvering 
around Soria and send-
ing a shot into the back 
of the net. Barça then got 
one final goal on a penalty 
converted by Coutinho in 
the 69th minute. A long 20 
minutes still remained on 
the clock for Sevilla, which 
at least was able to keep its 
opponent scoreless over 
that stretch.

With the win, Barça ex-
tended its record haul of 
Copa del Rey titles to 30.

Afterward, FC Barce-
lona President Josep Maria 
Bartomeu said that Messi 
was the club's best player 
but that Iniesta, the team's 
captain, was its most im-
portant member.

The 33-year-old Iniesta 
is weighing whether to re-
main at Barcelona or make 
a lucrative move to the Chi-
nese league, although he 
is expected to choose the 
latter option.

Portland, April 22 (AP): 
Anthony Davis scored 33 of 
his franchise playoff-record 
47 points in the second half, 
and the Pelicans completed 
a first-round playoff sweep 
of the Portland Trail Blazers.

Jrue Holiday capped his 
41-point performance with 
an 18-foot pull-up jumper 
that gave the Pelicans a six-
point lead with 40 seconds 
left.

Rajon Rondo added 
16 assists, and Davis also 
had 11 rebounds and three 
blocks for New Orleans, 
which is moving on to the 
second round of the play-
offs for only the second time 
since the NBA returned to 
the city 16 seasons ago.

CJ McCollum scored 38 
for the Trail Blazers, which 
responded to a blowout 
loss in Game 3 by keeping 
Game 4 close until the final 
minute. Al-Farouq Aminu 
scored 27, Damian Lillard 
added 19 points and Jusuf 
Nurkic had 18 points and 
11 rebounds before foul-
ing out.
76ers 106, Heat 102: Ben 
Simmons had the first play-
off triple-double by a rookie 
in nearly 40 years, JJ Redick 
scored 24 points and the 
Philadelphia 76ers outlast-
ed the Miami Heat 106-102 
on Saturday to move with-
in a victory of the second 
round.

The 76ers lead the East-
ern Conference series 3-1 
and can close out the Heat 
when play resumes in Phil-
adelphia on Tuesday night.

Simmons became the 
first rookie since Magic 
Johnson in 1980 to post a 
playoff triple-double – 17 
points, 13 rebounds, 10 as-
sists. Joel Embiid finished 
with 14 points and 12 re-
bounds for Philadelphia.

Dwyane Wade led all 
scorers with 25 points off 
the bench for the Heat, who 
led by 12 points in the sec-
ond half before letting a 
game they almost certainly 
had to have slip away. Wade 
carried the comeback ef-
fort, with the Heat down six 
and less than two minutes 
left. His three-point play cut 
the margin in half and his 
next two field goals got Mi-
ami within one each time. 
The Heat got no closer.

London, April 22 (IANS): 
Ander Herrera scored the 
winner as Manchester 
United advanced into a 
record-equalling 20th FA 
Cup final at the expense 
of Tottenham at Wembley 
Stadium here. Spurs on Sat-
urday suffered their eighth 
successive defeat in the 
FA Cup semifinals and left 
manager Mauricio Pochet-
tino to continue to wait for 
his first trophy in the north 
London club, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

England forward Dele 
Alli put Tottenham ahead 
after only 11 minutes, slid-
ing home a finish from 
Christian Eriksen's cross. 

Jose Mourinho's side 
levelled on 24 minutes 
when Alexis Sanchez rose 

high to head Paul Pogba's 
cross past Spurs keeper 
Michel Vorm.

The former Arsenal 
striker created the winner 
in the 62nd minute, hold-
ing off Kieran Trippier and 
sending the ball into the 
box where Jesse Lingard set 
up Herrera for a low finish.

Mourinho, who lifted 
the League Cup and Eu-
ropa League in his first sea-
son at Manchester United 
last term, was delighted af-
ter the match. "We deserve 
it. If we split the match into 
periods we were the best 
team for many of these 
periods. Even when they 
had the ball when we were 
winning we were totally in 
control."

Pochettino said: "I 

think every defeat is bad. 
It's difficult to accept but 
of course we are disap-
pointed we are out and 
cannot achieve the final.

"We competed but not 
enough to win. We domi-
nated the first half and 
were much better than 
Manchester United.

"To win a trophy when 
you face a side like Man-
chester United, Chelsea 
or Manchester City is not 
easy. But the most impor-
tant thing is we are able to 
compete." 

Manchester United will 
fight for the FA Cup title 
against the winner of the 
other semifinal between 
Chelsea and Southampton, 
which will be played on 
Sunday.

London, April 22 (Reuters): 
Eliud Kipchoge defied 
soaring temperatures to 
win the London Marathon 
for a third time on Sunday, 
while Mo Farah finished in 
an impressive third place, 
breaking the British record 
in the process.

Kipchoge raced out of 
the start, with the lead-
ing group registering a 
blistering opening mile of 
four minutes 22 seconds, 
but the Kenyan could not 
maintain that pace as tem-
peratures rose over 20 de-
grees Celsius.

Farah, who overcame 
early problems with his 
drinks bottle, fell well be-
hind Kipchoge but still reg-
istered a time of 2:06:32 to 
break Steve Jones’s British 
record achieved in 1985.

Having taken a break 
from the London Marathon 
last year to try to run a sub-
two-hour marathon in Italy, 
Kipchoge returned to add 
to his 2015 and 2016 titles 
with ease, finishing ahead 
of Ethiopia’s Tola Shura 
Kitata in 2:04:27, two-and-
a-half minutes off Dennis 
Kimmetto’s world record.

Cheruiyot shocks  
Keitany to win 
Vivian Cheruiyot shocked 

favourite and fellow Ke-
nyan Mary Keitany to win 
the London Marathon for 
the first time on Sunday 
but failed to break Paula 
Radcliffe’s world record as 
high temperatures took 
their toll.

Keitany, who set the 
women’s world record in 
London last year, ran this 
year’s race with the aid 
of male pacemakers, as 
Radcliffe did in 2003 when 
setting the unsurpassed 
time of 2:15.25 to break the 
“mixed race” record.

Having shot into the 
lead, the 36-year-old Kei-
tany looked to be on course 
to break that 15-year re-
cord, running 32 seconds 
quicker than Radcliffe’s 
10-mile time, but as the 
temperature rose above 20 
degrees Celsius her pace 
tailed off, allowing Cheru-
iyot to steal in.

Brigid Kosgei complet-
ed a Kenyan one-two.

Cheruiyot, who won her 
first marathon in Frankfurt 
only last October, came 
out of nowhere to race past 
Keitany, who struggled over 
the finish line fifth and re-
mains stuck on three wins 
in the English capital, one 
behind Norwegian Ingrid 
Kristiansen’s career total.

London, April 22 (AFP):   Ar-
senal responded to Arsene 
Wenger's decision to bring his 
22-year reign as manager to a 
close at the end of the season 
by thumping West Ham 4-1 in 
a subdued atmosphere at the 
Emirates on Sunday.

Wenger, 68, had come un-
der growing pressure to go 
from disgruntled supporters 
having failed to win the Pre-
mier League for 14 years before 
announcing his decision to 
leave on Friday.

And despite players and 
the club's hierarchy promising 
that Wenger would be given a 
grand send off, there was little 
sign of tributes to a man who 
is by a distance Arsenal's most 
successful ever manager with 
three Premier League titles 
and a record seven FA Cups to 
his name.

However, four second-half 
goals from Nacho Monreal, 
Aaron Ramsey and two late 
strikes from Alexandre Laca-
zette ensured Wenger was able 

to celebrate a comfortable 
victory on a gloriously sunny 
Sunday afternoon in the Brit-
ish capital. In his programme 
notes Wenger reiterated his 
plea for the fans to get behind 
the team for the rest of the sea-
son with Arsenal still in with a 
chance of qualifying for next 
season's Champions League 
via the Europa League.

But there were only spo-
radic chants of "there's only 
one Arsene Wenger" from the 
home support, whilst, con-
tinuing a trend in recent home 
games, empty seats could be 
seen around the Emirates.

Arsenal are on course to 
finish lower than ever under 
Wenger in the Premier League 
as they remain in sixth, six 
points adrift of Chelsea.

However, Wenger can still 
sign off leaving the club in the 
Champions League by win-
ning the Europa League, where 
Arsenal host Spanish giants 
Atletico Madrid in the first leg 
of their semi-final on Thursday.

Roquebrune-Cap-Martin (France) April 22 (AFP): Rafael Nadal 
romped to a record-extending 11th Monte Carlo Masters title by 
brushing aside an outclassed Kei Nishikori in Sunday's final to 
retain the world number one ranking. The 31-year-old saw off 
Nishikori 6-3, 6-2 to become the first man to win a single tourna-
ment 11 times in the Open era with his 76th ATP Tour title. Nadal's 
31st Masters title is also an outright record, pulling him out of a tie 
with Novak Djokovic. 
The 16-time Grand Slam champion's era of utter dominance on 
clay looks unlikely to end any time soon after Nadal took his run of 
consecutive sets won on the surface to 36. The Spaniard will next 
set his sights on an 11th Barcelona Open victory next week, and 
it is hard to see anyone preventing him from extending his record 
number of 10 French Open titles at Roland Garros at the end of 
the clay-court season.

Timberwolves 121, Rockets 
105: Jimmy Butler hit four 
three-pointers among his 
28 points and Karl-Anthony 
Towns snapped back from a 
bad start to the series with 
18 points and 16 rebounds, 
leading the Minnesota Tim-
berwolves past the Houston 
Rockets for their first post-
season victory in 14 years.

Jeff Teague scored 23 
points and Andrew Wig-
gins pitched in 20 points 
with another four three-
pointers, helping the Tim-
berwolves match the fire-
away Rockets from behind 
the arc and cruise down the 
stretch behind a 50% shoot-
ing performance.

Derrick Rose added 17 
points off the bench for 
the Wolves, who will try to 
even the series with a win in 
Game 4 on Monday night.

James Harden led the 
way for Houston with 29 
points, but Chris Paul 
fouled out with 17 points 
and the Rockets went just 
15 for 41 from 3-point 
range.

 Jazz 115, Thunder 102:  
Ricky Rubio had 26 points, 
11 rebounds and 10 assists 
for Utah’s first playoff triple-
double in 17 years, and 
Donovan Mitchell added 22 
points to lead the Jazz past 
the Oklahoma City Thun-
der for a 2-1 lead in their 
first-round series.

Joe Ingles, who had 21 
points, made two 3-point-
ers around two free throws 
to spark a 13-0 surge that 
ended on Mitchell’s 3 to put 
Utah up by 20 points in the 
fourth quarter.

Rubio’s triple-double 
was the first by a Jazz player 
in the postseason since 
John Stockton in the 2001 
playoffs against Dallas.

Paul George scored 23 
points and Carmelo An-
thony, Russell Westbrook 
and Raymond Felton each 
had 14 for the Thunder. 
Westbrook also had 11 re-
bounds and nine assists, 
just missing his ninth play-
off triple-double but also 
had eight turnovers and 
shot 5 for 17.

Hyderabad, April 22 (PTI): 
Dwayne Bravo consistent-
ly bowled in the block hole 
in a tense finish as Chen-
nai Super Kings prevailed 
over a weakened Sunrisers 
Hyderabad by four runs to 
consolidate their position 
at the top of the order in 
the Indian Premier League 
(IPL) here today.

Invited to bat after the 
coin landed in favour of 
Sunrisers Hyderabad skip-
per Kane Williamson, CSK 
were well served by Ambati 
Rayudu's smashing knock 
of 79 off only 37 balls and 
Suresh Raina's brisk 43-
ball 54. The visiting team 
then stopped the hosts at 
178 for six, with medium 
pacer Deepak Chahar do-
ing the bulk of damage.

Needing 33 runs in 
the last two overs, Yusuf 
Pathan and Rashid Khan 
blasted a six each off Shar-
dul Thakur in the penulti-
mate over. 

Given the responsibil-
ity of bowling the final 
over with SRH requiring 
19 runs, the composed 
Dwayne Bravo was hit for 
six and a four by Rashid to 
bring the equation to six 
off one. 

Bravo managed to get 
it on the block hole and 
Rashid could only manage 
a single. It is the first time 
in five seasons that SRH 
went into a game without 
the duo of Shikhar Dha-
wan and David Warner.

Earlier, the 25-year-
old Chahar returned very 
impressive figures of three 
for 15 in four overs, his 
victims comprising Ricky 
Bhui, Manish Pandey and 

Bengaluru, April 22 (IANS):  A.B. de 
Villiers blasted 90 not out as Royal 
Challengers Bangalore (RCB) de-
feated Delhi Daredevils (DD) by six 
wickets here on Saturday to end their 
two-match losing streak in the Indian 
Premier League (IPL). After Rishabh 
Pant (85) and Shreyas Iyer (52) helped 
Delhi post a fighting 174/5, de Villiers, 
who struck 10 fours and five sixes 
during his 39-ball unbeaten knock, 

single-handedly guided the hosts 
to the crucial win with two overs to 
spare. South African de Villiers shared 
a 63-run third-wicket stand with 
captain Virat Kohli (30) at the M. Ch-
innaswamy Stadium as RCB posted 
their second win in five games.

Following the win, RCB are now 
fifth in the points table, while Delhi 
are at the bottom with a single win in 
five games.

Deepak Hooda. For the home team, 
Williamson top-scored with 84 off 51 
balls, but the effort was not enough 
to give his team victory.

Williamson found an able ally in 
Yusuf (45 off 27 balls) as they raised 
hopes of an SRH victory with a brisk 

79-run stand for the fourth wicket.
Requiring more than 12 runs in 

the last four overs, Yusuf blasted Bra-
vo and Shardul Thakur for four sixes 
after Williamson picked spinner 
Karn Sharma for three maximums 
in the 15th over.


