
The defunct 'hot mix plant' located at the State Stadium in Dimapur. 
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Kohima Bureau
Kohima, April 20 (EMN): While the 
current peak demand for electric-
ity in Nagaland stands at around 
150 MW, the demand is expected 
to touch 400 MW by the year 2025 
– representing ‘a big challenge’ to 
the Power department in absence 
of proper infrastructure.

This concern was expressed by 
Rokozhalie Angami, chief engineer 
(T&G) during a meeting that was 
conducted with the advisor to the 
Power department Tovihoto Ayemi 
on April 20. The existing facilities 
are ‘overloaded’; and ‘aged’ extra 
high voltage (EVH) substations are 
not enough to meet even the cur-
rent demand, he said. 

The chief engineer cited as a 
case in point the previous year’s 
incident at Dimapur when damage 
caused to two power transformers 
at Nagarjan sub-station plunged 
the district into darkness. He ques-
tioned if the state's government can 
afford similar crises in the future 
by leaving existing facilities unat-
tended. 

It was for want of maintenance 
that many ‘expensive and major 
equipments’ get damaged, he said. 
According to him fund allocation to 
the department over the years has 
remained ‘insignificant’— despite 
raising concerns repeatedly to the 
state government—when com-
pared to the assets it is expected to 
maintain and operate daily. 

Stating further that ‘special 
attention and top priority’ should 
be given to the Power department, 
Angami asserted that ‘the state 
planning machinery should build 
up the requisite infrastructure in 
the generation, transmission and 
distribution sectors through vari-
ous central and state programmes.’

The chief engineer informed 
that ‘on completion of the ongo-
ing transmission line projects and 
projects under North Eastern Re-
gion Power System Improvement 
Project, we should be in a position 
to meet the required demand’.

The officer informed also that 
the 132/33 KV sub-station at Sanis 
in Wokha with the transmission 
line connecting Doyang HE Project 
and Wokha had been completed. 
It has been in operation since Oc-
tober 19 2017. With this, he said, 
Kohima was now connected with 
an alternative source from the grid. 

A n  a d d i t i o n a l  4 x 8  M VA 
132/33 KV sub-station at Kohima, 
Rokozhalie Angami said, is in ‘trial 
operation’ since December 22 2017 
till date from which Kohima dis-
trict now have stable power supply. 
Otherwise, there was 'load-shed-
ding' (outage) in spite of power 
being available at the grid. 

The officer informed further 
that the state government has 
considered installation of 100 
MVA 132/33 KV transformer at the 
Nagarjan sub-station in Dimapur. 

The transformer, he said, is ex-
pected to be delivered by the end 
May 2018. 

In the generation sector, he 
said the 24 MW Zungki and 42 
MW Lower Tizu HEPs are found to 
be feasible and substantial among 
the identified Hydro potential 
sites while the DPR for the 24MW 
Zungki HEP with a project cost 
of INR 288 cr. is ready and the 
proposal for Lower Tizu has been 
sent to ministry of Power for con-
sideration along with the Detailed 
Project Report.

The officer has requested the 
advisor to accord top priority 
to early implementation of said 
projects by ensuring ‘the financial 
tie-up for funding.’ 

The president of the Associa-
tion of Power Engineers of Naga-
land (APEN), Shikato Sema, also 
opined that while the power sector 
in other parts of the country is con-
sidered a priority sector and recog-
nised as an ‘engine for growth,’ the 
department in the state is forced to 
maintain power supply with ‘hardly 
any support and (with) meagre 
resources’ for the past several years.

Sema said, ‘For years, we have 
been managing on credit, beg 
and borrow of materials mode, for 
maintenance.’ he pointed out that 
the assets in every town and village 
require operation and maintenance 
while the personnel are 24x7 duty. 
He hoped the advisor would look 

into the grievances.
Likewise, the president of the All 

Nagaland Electricity Field Workers 
Association, Ayeto Sumi, high-
lighted shortage of manpower and 
the urgent need to replace outdated 
materials, some of which, he said 
even dates back to 1978.

Describing the field workers as 
the backbone of the Power depart-
ment, Sumi pointed out that they 
bear the brunt of public hostility 
in the event of power cuts caused 
mostly by ‘outdated’ machinery.  

Legislator Ayemi has appreci-
ated the department for manag-
ing to function in spite of stated 
problems. He has assured to look 
into their grievances ‘in every way 
that can be possible.’ He urged for 
coordination among officers and 
staff and that they deliver their best 
in the service of the people.

Reiterating the People’s Demo-
cratic Alliance government's 100-
days target programmes, Ayemi 
asserted that the government will 
deliver its best in whatever way 
possible in all the departments and 
'bring improvement.'

The department has given 
awards to ten metre-readers and 
eight bill assistants. The award car-
ries a cash prize of INR 5000 and 
a citation each. The best revenue 
performing district was awarded 
to Mokokchung district. The award 
carried a cash prize of INR 20,000 
and a citation.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, April 20 (EMN): 
The minister for Public 
Works Department (PWD) 
Tongpang Ozukum along 
with PWD officials in-
spected works on public 
connectivity infrastructure 
that the department had 
been undertaking over the 
past few months in Di-
mapur on April 20. 

The inspection includ-
ed bridges which have not 
only deteriorated and bro-
ken but neglected as well. 

Bailey bridge: Inspect-
ing the construction of a 
Bailey bridge over Chathe 
River, Ozukum informed 
that the work has been 
going on since October 
2017 and a period of 18 
months had been stipu-
lated for completion. “A 
temporary bridge is being 
constructed for vehicular 
movement which will be 
completed approximately 
in two weeks,” the minister 
informed. 

Balijan bridge: Another 
neglected bridge that was 
inspected was the one lo-
cated in Balijan on the Nui-
land road. It was informed 
that the bridge was washed 
away during the previous 
monsoons and no fund al-
located for reconstruction. 
“We are planning to change 
the course of the river and 
lay out the new bridge,” 

Ozukum informed. A tem-
porary bridge will be con-
structed for now, and once 
land acquisition rates are 
negotiated with the vil-
lages, construction of a 
new bridge will be possible, 
according to PWD officials.

Nagarjan ‘Kuda’ bridge: 
The team also inspected 
the Nagarjan ‘Kuda’ bridge 
over Dhansiri River which 
has been of concern lately 
for the public. News on so-
cial media platforms have 
been doing the rounds 
of its collapse due to the 
cracks caused by heavy 
rain and heavy flow of the 
Dhansiri River. Ozukum in-
formed that the same con-
tractor for the construc-
tion of Bailey bridge is also 
the contractor appointed 
for the ‘Kuda’ bridge. “The 
contractor has initiated 
the work since October 
2017 without being sanc-
tioned a single penny and 
for that we are grateful,” he 
said.  When asked about 
the safety of commuters 
on the bridge, Ozukum ap-
pealed to the citizens not to 
“ply” on the bridge as the 
risk will not be borne by the 
department. Executive En-
gineer Talitemsu Jamir also 
added that it is the duty of 
the district administration 
to come up with a solution 
to avert a major disaster. 
“There is no alternative 
but to construct another 

bridge as soon as possible 
since it is a major lifeline 
for Dimapur citizens,” add-
ed Ozukum.

Hot mix plant at State 
Stadium: Sub Divisional 
officer (SDO), Dhansiri 
informed that the machine 
used for mixing the materi-
als for road construction 
has been dysfunctional 
for a ‘few nights’. “We have 
been tirelessly trying to fix 
the machine and right now 
we are manually mixing 
the materials which take 
a lot of time and quantity 
produced also is less,” he 
informed. In high contrast 
when the hot mix plant 
is used, it is said to pro-
duce two truck-loads in 90 
minutes. The SDO also in-
formed that sub-standard 
materials are not used for 
the mixing and guaranteed 
that only materials recog-
nised by the Central Road 
Research Institute (CRRI) 
are used. 

Ozukum reiterated that 
a total INR 50 cr. has been 
allotted for the project. 
The allotted fund has been 
divided into two phases 
for the entire state. Out of 
which INR 11 cr. has been 
allotted to Dimapur and 
Kohima for phase one. 

“A total of 12,080 km 
will be covered by the PWD 
department in road main-
tenance and repair in the 
state,” said an official. 

Dimapur, April 20 (EMN): 
The Naga People’s Front 
(NPF) has termed it ‘most 
unfortunate’ that its at-
tempt to point out anoma-
lies in Nagaland's Rural 
Development department 
‘is threatening to snowball 
into a major controversy 
with tribal and clan organi-
sations getting involved, 
sidelining the original is-
sue.’

A press release from the 
party on Friday stated that 
the ‘silence of the party’ ap-
pears to have been miscon-
strued. “... the matter has 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, April 20 (EMN): The 
department of under-developed 
areas (Duda) particularly for 
Tuensang and Mon (including 
Longleng and Kiphire districts) 
was created to implement peo-
ple-based developmental pro-
grammes for Eastern Nagaland. 

With this policy the depart-
ment has made tangible achieve-
ments through its programmes 
namely: under developed areas 
programme (UDAP) and border 
area development programme 
(BADP).     

As per the department’s 
annual administrative report 
for 2017-2018, in UDAP pro-
grammes infrastructure deficit 
is a major drawback in the back-
ward areas. Accelerating the eco-
nomic growth and bring these 
areas on equal footing with other 
districts of the state depends on 
how fast the deficit is overcome, 
the report has suggested.

The UDAP programme ex-
pects to achieve in road sector: 
construction of new roads (9.356 
km), improvement of existing 
roads (20.89 km), black-topping, 
soiling and metalling (0.245 km), 
side-drain (3), culvert (6), con-
struction of retaining/protection 
wall (5) and water supply (1). 

In social and infrastructure 
sector: football ground/play 

ground (1), community hall/
panchayat hall (2), renovation 
of buildings (1), classroom (1), 
health sector/construction of 
PHC/staff-quarter (1), rest/guest 
house (2), fencing (1), tree plan-
tation/horti-farming (77), public 
utility buildings (3), fishery pond 
(1), bridges (1) and waiting-
shed/marketing-shed (3). 

The BADP aims to bring de-
velopment to the people living 
in inaccessible and remote areas 
of the international border, and 
to develop the border areas with 
livelihood solutions. 

The works expected to be 
achieved under the programme 
during 2017-18 in road sector: 
construction of new roads (27.82 
km), improvement of existing 
roads (32.2999 km), black-top-
ping, soiling and metalling (4.486 
km), side-drain (4), culvert (10), 
construction of retaining/protec-
tion wall (8) and water supply (7).  

In social and infrastructure 
sector: football ground/play 
ground (9), community hall/ 
panchayat hall (4), renovation 
of buildings (3), classroom (8), 
teachers’-quarter (4), health sec-
tor/construction of PHC/staff-
quarter (6), community toilet (5), 
rest/guest house (5), footpath/
footsteps, solar light (1), tree 
plantation/horti-farming (15), 
public utility buildings (3), cattle 

farming (1), bridges (4), waiting-
shed (3) and seminars/training 
(16).

Gender budgeting 
Since the inception of the de-
partment in 2003, conscien-
tious decisions have been taken 

to promote women and their 
livelihood. In eastern Nagaland, 
out of the total population of 5, 
71,344 the female population 
constitutes 47.84%, according to 
census 2011. However, women 
lag behind men on many social 
indicators like health, education, 
economic opportunities to name 

a few.
Having realised this gap, the 

report stated, the department is 
committed to ensure that gender 
commitments are translated into 
budgetary commitments.

Among many other women-
centric programmes initiated 

over the years, the department in 
its 24 page annual administrative 
report details the programmes 
initiated by the department un-
der gender budgeting 2017-19: 
(see table)

Coaching classes 
Also, the department report 

mentioned that Duda has been 
implementing a scheme called 
Special Grant to meritorious 
students of ENPO studying in 
Tuensang, Mon, Longleng and 
Kiphire from 2008-2009 under 
Research and Planning.  

From 2016-17 the pro-
gramme was converted into 
‘coaching programme for stu-
dents of class X owing to poor 
HSLC result’. 

According to the report, 
among the various factors con-
tributing to poor performance, 
quality of teachers is the single 
most important factor influenc-
ing students' achievement.  

The department has estab-
lished coaching centres and 
appointed teachers at: five cen-
tres with 20 teachers for Mon 
and Tuensang, three centres 
and 12 teachers for Kiphire and 
Longleng. 

Create ‘market linkage hub’
The report states that ‘market 
linkage hub called Anghya’ in 
all four district headquarters 
of Eastern Nagaland has been 
established to maximise the 
income generation activities 
in rural areas. However as per 
sources, the Anghya has been 
established in Mon and Tuen-
sang districts while in Kiphire 
and Longleng districts Anghya 

is yet to be established. 
It may be mentioned that 

Anghya Outlet Stall (ENPO 
Coffee Shop & Retail Outlet) 
was opened at Midway Resort, 
Tsiepama village located on 
National Highway 29 on August 
30, 2016.

Each hub, it states serves as 
a collection centre and busi-
ness centre for products such as 
handloom and handicraft, and 
organic food products. 

Healthcare challenges
The challenges of delivering 
quality healthcare services in 
eastern areas are diverse and 
multiple as most of the villages 
are spread across and among 
the mountains are not con-
nected by all-weather roads. 
Therefore the urgency to keep 
the health equipment in place 
in the district hospitals, com-
munity health centres (CHC), 
primary health centre (PHC) 
and sub-centres (SC) is essen-
tial, the report stated. 

Considering this challenges, 
the department made provi-
sions for medical equipment (al-
though the particulars of equip-
ments were not mentioned) to 
all healthcare centres in east-
ern Nagaland: district hospitals 
(four), CHC (five), PHC (34) and 
SC (116).

NAGALAND’S POWER SCENE

Officials fear darker days if ‘ageing’ 
machineries are not replaced 

Over troubled waters: Minister 
gets hands-on information about 
Dimapur’s broken bridges 

NPF says it did not indulge 
in ‘personalised attack’ 

Centre extends 
ceasefire with two 
Naga groups

 ‘Infrastructure deficit a major drawback in backward areas’
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 30° 18°

Agartala 35° 25°

Gangtok 26° 12°

Guwahati 33° 20°

Imphal 31° 17°

Itanagar 25° 18°

Shillong 23° 15°

Delhi 36° 20°

Kolkata 37° 27°

Chennai 37° 29°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 24° 15°
DIMAPUR 30° 20°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 2mm 89%
DIMAPUR 3mm 93%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals

WEATHER
TEMPERATURE

We're all working 
together; that's the 

secret. 

~ Sam Walton

NatioN SportSENtErtaiNmENt
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Mirror Takes

Uncle, I am appearing 
mains this time, how is your 

preparation?

~ Arien

Coach Wenger to leave 
Arsenal at season-end after 
22 years |  P12

Opposition moves impeachment 
motion against CJI Dipak Mishra  |  P8

Deepika Padukone in Time 100 
Influential People of 2018 list  |  P10

Special coaching classes 
for HSLC exam 

Dept.in consultation 
with DEOs

ICT skill training for 
unemployed women NEILIT Kohima

Vocational training on 
tailoring and provision 
of tools and machine

M/S Pusa craft centre 
and M/S Savino Craft & 
Research development 

centre

Diploma in computer 
application NIIT Kohima

Name of the  
programme

Name of training  
agency/organisation

now been taken into a startlingly 
different direction: the leader 
of opposition, Mr TR Zeliang, is 
now being targeted!” it stated.  

According to the party, this 
was ‘a calamitous development.’ 
What is the meaning of democ-
racy, it wondered, when the op-
position is deterred, discouraged, 
and disparaged from pointing 
out the anomalies and discrep-
ancies in governance? 

“The NPF party has been 
accused of making a personal 
issue out of the matter. However, 
the facts and figures furnished 
by the party vis-à-vis allocation 
of funds to one particular vil-
lage have not been repudiated, 
and those accusing the party of 
harbouring a personal vendetta 
have now singled out the leader 

of opposition!”
It stated that the party had 

nothing against any ‘individual 
government official’.  “The officer 
identified in the earlier revelation 
is the Administrative Head of 
Department and had there been 
any other officer as the AHoD, 
that official too, would have been 
identified by name, especially so 
if he or she happened to reside 
in the village which was allotted 
the abnormal amount,” it stated.

Stating that it had raised the 
issue ‘for the general good of the 
entire state,’ the organisation 
appealed to “all concerned not to 
blow the issue out of proportion, 
and also urges the department 
to rectify the anomaly in fund 
allocation for the betterment of 
all Nagas.”

New Delhi, April 20 (PTI): The Centre 
has extended the ceasefire agreement 
with two insurgent groups in Nagaland 
for one more year, starting April 28, a 
Home Ministry official said.

The parties to the ceasefire agree-
ment are -- the Centre, the National 
Socialist Council of Nagaland (Neokpao-
Khitovi), and the National Socialist 
Council of Nagaland (Reformation). 

"It was decided by the Government 
of India to extend the suspension of 
operation with the NSCN-R and the 
NSCN-NK for a further period of one 
year with effect from April 28," an of-
ficial of the ministry said here today. 
The pact was signed by Satyendra Garg, 
Joint Secretary in the Home Ministry, 
and Jack Jimomi of the NSCN-NK, and 
Viniho Kiho and Toshi Longkumer of 
the NSCN-R. 
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Lhomithi school gets big smile gift
Gov. asks PM to add Mon to 
transformation programme

Clark Theological College 
confers degrees to 65

Dimapur admin. vets unauthorised Aadhaar outlets Teenage girls go BFF mode to keep bonds strong

Union Christian’s silver jubilee underway 

Community cadres of Chen learn about micro finance consultancy

DDADU cautions against 
giving vehicle to others

Pughoboto board to observe tree plantation week

HAPPY SCHOOL

CORRECTION
This is to clarify that the meeting between Chief Min-
ister Neiphiu Rio and landowners from six villages as 
was mentioned in the news report ‘Dimapur-Zubza 
railway project back on track’ in our April 20 edition 
should be read as having had it in Dimapur, not 
Kohima. 

Resource persons  and participants of a training programme in micro finance consultancy, in Mon. 

Teenage girls taking part in the “Girls Friendship Circle” programme which was celebrated with the theme “we rise by lifting each the” on 20 
april at Mezhur Higher Secondary School Kohima.

A glimpse of Union Christian Revival Church’s silver jubilee programme at New Market in Kohima on April 20. 

(R) Members of Inner Wheel Club of Dimapur (L) Chandu Kumar Agarwal

No helicopter service from April 20 to 23rd 
The additional general manager of the Nagaland State 
Transport department has informed that the state’s 
helicopter service will not be available for regular schedule 
and chartering from April 20 to the 23rd. The service has 
been put on halt in view of the ongoing Indian Air Force 
engaged in a major air exercise in the northern and eastern 
sectors of India. It was for this reason that the Helicopter 
Global Vectra Helicorp Limited would not be provided 
with air defence clearance to fly in the state, the updates 
informed.

Chen to conduct general session
The Chen Union of Dimapur will be conducting its 22nd 
general session on April 21 at former MP Wangyuh Konyak’s 
residence at half-Nagarjan in Dimapur. Members in concern 
are informed to register with the union and to renew their 
membership. Further, members are requested to attend 
the meeting. 

Churches Colony Council informs
With a directive from the authority to conduct mass 
cleanliness drive on April 21, the Churches Colony Council 
has informed residents and business establishments in 
Churches colony to report for the event at 6:00 am outside 
the residence of the colony’s Gaon Bura. Members are 
asked to bring tools such as spades, brooms, machetes, 
among others. 

Wokha: Teachers asked to collect award forms
The district education office (DEO) of Wokha has informed 
government and private teachers to collect teachers’ state 
and district award forms from the DEO’s office at Wokha. 
They are to do so from April 20 during office hours.

Marcofed board directors to meet 
The board of directors of the Marcofed Ltd. will be meeting 
on May 4 at 11 am in the chairman’s office chamber in 
Dimapur. All the members have been requested to attend 
the meeting. 

NNC / FGN convenes meeting 
The Naga National Council (NNC) has informed that a joint 
meeting of the NNC and the FGN has been convened to be 
conducted on April 30 at 10 am at the Transit Peace Camp 
in Kohima. All the ‘central authorities,’ ‘regional authorities’ 
and ‘eligible high ranking Naga army officers’ of the NNC / 
FGN are requested to attend the meeting.  

Free medical health camp at Mon
The medical superintendent of the District Hospital of 
Mon has informed that a free medical health camp will 
be conducted from April 23 to the 25th at the district 
hospital. A team of doctors from Mumbai consisting of 
surgeons and physicians will be attending the camp, it 
was informed.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, April 20: A local club 
called the Inner Wheel Club, based 
in Dimapur district, has given a 
face-lift besides simple renovation 
works to a government middle 
school as part of the group’s project 
dubbed the  ‘happy school.’  

The club inaugurated on Friday 
its third ‘happy school’ government 
middle school at Lhomithi colony 
in Dimapur. Chandu Kumar Agar-
wal, a past district governor of the 
national committee of Rotary India 
Literacy Mission, was the chief 
guest of the event.

Addressing the gathering, Agar-
wal said that there was a need to do 
a lot to develop schools in the state. 
He pointed out that lack of separate 
toilet facilities was a major problem 

for the state’s institutions. 
Agarwal said that the rate of 

female drop-outs had increased 
because of the absence of separate 
toilet facilities in the institutions. 
The club aims to provide such fa-
cilities in the institutions in order 
to reduce the drop-out rate among 
girls. 

Saying that ‘schools are the 
temple of knowledge,’ Agarwal 
reminded that schools ought to be 
places where students can have 
a healthy environment. He urged 
the participants to take collective 
responsibility in maintaining the 
school. 

Citing the example of the 
former president of India APJ Ab-
dul Kalam who studied in a gov-
ernment middle school, the chief 

guest encouraged students to reach 
for greater heights. 

Agarwal informed also that the 
club was hoping to convert more 
government schools into ‘happy 
schools.’

One of the club’s members, 
Asha Sharma, gave an overview 
of the concept of ‘happy school,’ 
the project. She spoke about the 
work been undertaken as part 
of the project. It includes white-
washing, installing hand-wash 
stations, replacing broken glasses, 
new blackboards, water tank fa-
cilities; bathrooms repair; books, 
sports equipments, and such. She 
said that the government schools 
should attract students by provid-
ing a congenial learning environ-
ment.  

In his address Rotary Club’s 
president  Vijay Sharma said, 
“Coming to school should be a 
thing of happiness.” He urged the 
students to take advantage of the 
opportunity and do well in their 
studies. 

‘Maintaining the school and 
getting it forward from hereon is 
the most important thing,’ Sharma 
added. He told the teachers and 
the students to enjoy the benefits 
but take care of their institutions 
as much.

The head teacher of the ‘happy 
school government middle school,’ 
Tovili K Achumi expressed grati-
tude to the IWC for their initiative 
for the school. She hoped that the 
event would bring ‘something 
good’ for the future.

Dimapur, April 20 (EMN): 
The governor of Naga-
land PB Acharya has writ-
ten a letter to the Prime 
Minister of India Naren-
dra Modi to include one 
more district of Nagaland 
in the ‘Transformation 
Aspirational District Pro-
gramme’ for ‘quick and 
effective transformation 
of backward districts’ in 
the country.

This was informed by 
the public relations of-
ficer to the governor on 
Friday. Congratulating 
the prime minster for the 
programme, the governor 
is said to have explained 
that Mon district, with its 
large population, was still 
underdeveloped. 

The governor opined 

that including Mon along 
with Kiphire in the Trans-
formation Aspiration-
al District Programme 
would be beneficial not 
only for the two districts 
but for the state in gen-
eral.

Earlier, it was stated 
that governor was briefed 
about the programme by 
an officer working in the 
programme, Sanjay Ku-
mar, during the officer’s 
visit to Nagaland.

S a n j a y  Ku m a r  i s 
stated to have explained 
that the programme was 
launched by the prime 
minister of India in Janu-
ary 2018 with the aim to 
quickly and effectively 
transform selected dis-
tricts, raising the living 

standards of its citizens 
and ensuring inclusive 
growth for all. 

With states as the 
main drivers, the pro-
gramme will focus on 
the strength of each dis-
trict, ‘identify low-hang-
ing fruits for immediate 
improvement, measure 
progress, and rank dis-
tricts,’ the updates in-
formed. 

The governor request-
ed the officer to inform 
him monthly about mat-
ters related to the pro-
gramme.

Acharya is also stated 
to have discussed the 
matter with the chief 
minister of Nagaland 
during a meeting earlier 
in the week.

Dimapur, April 20 (EMN): The Dimapur District Auto 
rickshaw Drivers’ Union’ (DDADU) has reminded 
auto-rickshaw owners not to give their auto-rickshaw 
to a driver who does not possess proper documents 
such as union’s uniforms, union’s identity card etc. 

The union also directed drivers to wear uniform 
and carry identity card when driving. If any individual 
is found violating the directives, the union cautioned, 
both the driver and the vehicle will be sized. Stern ac-
tion will be initiated against the person according to 
the union’s regulations.

D i m a p u r,  A p r i l  2 0 
( E M N ) :  T h e  S D P D B 
Pughoboto, during the 
monthly meeting held 
on April 9, decided to 
carry on a tree planta-
tion week as part of the 
‘Green Pughoboto’ ini-
tiative which had started 
in 2016 under LADP. 

The tree plantation 

week will  commence 
from May 14-19. The ob-
servation programme 
will be carried out in all 
the 24 villages under 
Pughoboto sub-division, 
update from DPRO on 
Friday informed.

For successful imple-
mentation of the project, 
Pughoboto sub-division 

has been divided into 
four areas and for which, 
officers from various de-
partments have been 
roped in to supervise the 
work.

All the government 
employees under the 
sub-division are com-
pulsory to be part of the 
initiative.

Dimapur, April 20 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Adoles-
cent Girls Club (NAGC) 
under the aegis of the 
Nagaland State Social 
Welfare Board (NSSWB) 
organised a ‘Girls Friend-
ship Circle’ programme 
with the theme “We rise 
by lifting each other” on 

April 20 at Mezhur Higher 
Secondary School in Ko-
hima. A DIPR report gave 
updates about the event 
on Friday.

The mission director 
of the SRCW and secre-
tary to the NSSWB, Daisy 
Mezhur, said that the pro-
gramme was organised 

for girls to ‘come togeth-
er, develop a bond with 
each other and to fight for 
themselves.’ It is a never-
ending circle concerning 
adolescent girls who are 
going through a phase of 
intense physiological and 
psychological transfor-
mation, she said.

Mezhur urged the stu-
dents to make the activity 
a priority in their devel-
opment.

In his message to the 
students, Rev. Mwchang  
Jamatia, pastor of Free-
dom Church, said God 
had created every indi-
vidual with love. 

Dimapur, April 20 (EMN): A three 
day silver jubilee celebration of the 
Union Christian Revival Church 
(UCRC), New Market, Kohima got 
underwayon April 20.

Marking the commencement 
of the celebration, silver jubilee 

monolith stone was unveiled by 
Rev. Dr. Luozilie Sanchu, executive 
secretary ACRCC.

Later, in an introductory serv-
ice, Rev. Dr. Luozilie Sanchu deliv-
ered a message while Chizo Keyho 
pronounced invocation prayer.

Jubilee choir and Boulie Whuo-
rie presented special numbers.

It has informed that on April 21 
the service will begin at 4 pm, with 
Vichülie Kelio, pastor of CRC at 
Kohima village as the speaker for 
the event.

to open up, and develop 
confidence.

 Konyak urged the 
cadres to guide Self Help 
Groups to set targets and 
march forward by keeping 
a vision to grow. He asked 
the group leaders to pri-

oritize on practical plans. 
While emphasising 

on the importance of 
education, he said that, 
education empowers a 
person, for which a per-
son should keep learning 
new things each day. He 

encouraged the groups to 
put up a ‘sincere’ record. 
He encouraged them to 
carry on the training with 
‘seriousness’ and bring 
back the ‘learnings’ to the 
community.

The Nagaland State 

Cooperative Bank of 
Mon, Branch Manager, 
W Chemkai shared about 
the various steps to grow 
with bank. It included: 
opening of a Saving Bank 
Account; availing credit 
linkage; and a regular 

D i m a p u r,  A p r i l  2 0 
( E M N ) :  T h e  d e p u t y 
commissioner of  Di-
mapur Sushil  Kumar 
Patel has informed  the 
public that some Aad-
haar enrolment are be-
ing carried out in shops  
and local outlets that are 
not authorised by the 
state government. 

The administration 
reminded that the Na-
galand government had 
authorised Aadhaar en-
rolment to be carried 
out only at designated 

centres: DC office in Di-
mapur, ADC office of 
Niuland and Medziphe-
ma; SDO (c) offices of 
Dhansiripar, Kuhuboto 
and EAC office of Chu-
mukedima, and at free 
of cost.

The administration 
informed that only cor-
rection and updating 
Aadhaar detai ls  may 
be carried out in those 
shops or outlets. 

The DC has advised 
the public not to ap-
proach said outlets for 

Aadhaar enrolment as 
the establishment can-
not guarantee success-
ful generation of Aad-
haar.

T h e  d e p u t y  c o m -
missioner  directed the 
individuals in concern 
running such shops and 
outlets to immediately 
stop providing Aadhaar 
enrolment services to 
the public. Failing to 
do so would invite the 
administration to take 
necessary punitive ac-
tion against them. 

Dimapur, April 20 (EMN): Clark Theo-
logical College at Mokokchung or-
ganised its 43rd commencement  on 
April 20 in the college’s multi-purpose 
hall. A press release received on Friday 
informed.

During the occasion the college   
conferred 16 students with Master of 
Theology and 59 students with gradu-
ation certificates. 

Rev. Dr. Qwek Swee Hwa from 
Singapore was the speaker of the pro-
gramnme. In his speech Hwa said that 
the students should think for others as 
Christians are commanded to work for 
the Lord. He encouraged the graduates  
to humble themselves to work in God  
Almighty’s field.  The college’s choir 
treated the congregation to a song, ‘Be 
strong in the Lord.’

The preacher  said  
there was a constant bat-
tle in the world today 
with ideologies such as 
feminism and that there  
was a misunderstanding  
in the society about how  
female are represented. 
“Being a female is a bless-
ing, whatever people say 
about being a girl brings 
unhappiness to a family 
is not true because girls 
are also loved equally by 
God,” Jamatia said.  

The rev. encouraged 
the girls to be strong and 
confident no matter what 
kind of obstacles are set   
before them.

It was mentioned that  
the NAGC was formed to   
enable adolescent girls 
to emerge as formidable 
agents, that each girl may 
become an ambassador 
of change in attitude and 
conduct, which will ben-
efit them and the soci-
ety, in numerous positive 
ways.

Dimapur, April 20 (EMN): 
The district mission man-
agement unit (DMMU) of 
the Nagaland State Rural 
Livelihood Mission con-
ducted two days training 
on micro finance consul-
tancy. The training was 
organised for the com-
munity cadres of Chen 
Block at the districts Rural 
Development Agencies 
(DRDA) resource centre of 
Mon town on April 17 and 
18th. Updates on Friday 
informed about the event.  

The project direc-
tor and district mission 
manager, DRDA, Wen-
nyei Konyak, in his ad-
dress, encouraged the 
community cadres to 
practice ‘dialogue’ within 
the community. He said 
that, dialogue enables one 

loan recovery by clearing 
the outstanding balance 
within the given period. 
He shared also about the 
opportunity given by the 
banks for public to open 
‘zero balance’ in any bank.

Another resource per-
son, Rajuselie Lhousa 
spoke on the prospects 
of SHG from the financial 
institutions. He advised 
them to identify who 
are interested to seek for 
credit linkage in coordi-
nation with area coordi-
nators

One of the partici-
pants has requested the 
bank to put up good tech-
nical equipment and pri-
mary requirements so as 
to avoid the high cost by a 
customer in visiting bank 
branch.
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Tovihoto Ayemi, Mohanty, KD Vizo and other department officers during the inauguration of the Saubhagya in Kohima on April 20.

Mmhonlumo Kikon

EM Images

The proprietor of a local gas agency Kuolachalie Seyie along with beneficiaries of the Pradhan Mantri 
Ujjwala Yojana, in Kohima on April 20.    

EM Images

Dr. SC Jamir speaking at the 29th general meeting of the Ao Senden in 
Mokokchung town on April 20.
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Naga society like open orchard 
without owner—SC Jamir

BPL families in Kohima find grace in free LPG

Drug peddler nabbed; over 
1000 drug capsules seized

Mmhonlumo assures to fulfil public aspiration

738 villages to get power facilities thanks to lighting scheme

WCH elects new team 

‘Naga people have every right to know what’s in framework pact’ 
Our Correspondent

Mokokchung 20 April 
(EMN): With the changing 
time, former governor  SC 
Jamir has urged, the Naga 
public needs to move 
ahead, and progress but 
a clear vision about what 
would determine their fu-
ture.

Addressing the 29th 
general meeting of the Ao 
Senden in the town hall 
of Mokokchung on April 
20, the veteran politician 
said that the current Naga 
political scenario had 
thrown the Naga society 
into a state of chaos and 
confusion. He likened the 
Naga society to a planta-
tion that had no proprie-
tor and one where ‘any-
one can steal and gather 
according to one’s wishes.’

Jamir said that the 
Naga people are living in 
a society where there was 
no peace, no understand-
ing and no scope for the 
future. He said peace and 
progress will come only 
when there is transparen-
cy, stability, and security 
in governance.

Encouraging the Ao 
Naga elders and leaders 
gathered at the meeting, 
Jamir asked them to leave 
behind their ‘never-mind’ 
attitude, which accord-
ing to him is plaguing the 
Ao people in general. The 
poor principle of thought  
is forcing them to lag in all 
fields in the recent times, 
the gathering was told.

“The maxim of ‘never 
mind’ attitude of Ao people 
and Nagas in their everyday 
approach should be ban-
ished from all spheres and 
Aos must not wait for others 
but take responsibility to 
lead our tribe and the Nagas 
towards a better future with 
matured decisions and ac-
tions,” he added.

Talking about the 
Naga “framework agree-
ment” between govern-
ment of India and the 
NSCN (IM), Dr. SC Jamir 
said that the Naga people 
have every right to know 
the contents of the agree-
ment and that the people 
should not be excluded 
from knowing the truth.

Further, he said that 

the people need to de-
liberate and think deeply 
about their future. Nagas 
should not wait for people 
to bring change or to do 

things but realise it them-
selves and do what needs 
to be done with clear vi-
sion, Jamir said.

The former chief min-

ister of Nagaland opined 
that the “framework 
agreement” should be 
signed under the Consti-
tution of India as it was 
‘common sense’ that the 
government of India and 
the prime minister of In-
dia would not sign any 
agreement outside the 
purview of the country’s 
constitution itself.

Earlier at the meet-
ing, reports from differ-
ent committees were 
presented along with the 
nomination report for 
2018-2020 where new of-
fice bearers were elected.

The meeting conclud-
ed after a discussion hour 
and concluding remarks 
from the office. 

Meanwhile, the new 
team of Ao Senden would 
be led by Moatoshi Jamir 
(Sungratsu village) as 
president, Chubawati 
Longchar (Nokpu vil-
lage) as vice president, 
Imtipokyim (Khar vil-
lage) as general secretary, 
and Arentemjen Jamir 
(Akhoya village) as assist-
ant general secretary.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, April 20 (EMN): A part of com-
memorating the National Ujjwala Diwas 
scheme, Seyie Gas Agency in Kohima 
distributed on April 20 a set of new LPG 
connections free to 30 from the Below 
Poverty Line and SC / ST families in and 
around Kohima at the D Block Pancha-
yat Hall.

Speaking during the occasion, the 
proprietor of the agency, Kuolachalie 
Seyie, said a full set of new LPG connec-
tion was being distributed in accordance 
to guidelines. The aim is to empower 
women and ‘improve their health by eas-
ing the burden of cooking on firewood.’ 

The Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana 
is a scheme of the ministry of Petroleum 
& Natural Gas for providing LPG connec-
tions to women from Below Poverty Line 
(BPL) households. The scheme envis-
aged that providing LPG connections to 
BPL households would ensure universal 
coverage of cooking gas in the country. It 
aimed at empowering women and also 
protecting their health, besides an effort 
towards making the country smokeless.

To avail the scheme, Seyie informed 
that the beneficiaries must have to sub-
mit Aadhaar details, residential proof, 
and an income certificate, besides an 
SC/ST certificate.  

While the selection of beneficiaries 
would be from BPL families only, he said 
preference would be given to the SC/ST 
and weaker sections of te society.     

The manager of Seyie Gas Agency, 
Kezieno, said about five lakh deaths 
were reported in India alone due to un-
clean cooking fuels. He stated that most 
of these premature deaths were due to 
non-communicable diseases such as 
heart disease, stroke, chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease and lung cancer. Ac-
cording to experts, having an open fire in 
the kitchen is like burning 400 cigarettes 
an hour, she said.

Also speaking on the occasion, presi-
dent of Angamimiapfü Mechü Krotho 
(AMK) Kevinourheno Seyie said that 

the scheme had given an opportunity to 
‘women working in the kitchen to stop 
the use of firewood, which is a major 
cause of deforestation and also impact-
ing Climate Change.’ She urged women 
to come forward and avail the benefits.

Thepfulhousa Shüya demonstrated 
safe operation of LPG at home during 
the event. Later, the beneficiaries were 
also given highlights about the require-
ments and procedures to availing the 
scheme.

Elsewhere, as part of the Pradhan 
Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY), an ‘LPG 
Panchayat’ was launched at Jalukie ‘B’ 
village in Peren district and Longleng 
town on April 20.

In Jalukie, LPG connections were 
given to five PMUY beneficiaries which 
would allow six times free refilling.

According the DIPR’s updates, ad-
ditional deputy commissioner of Peren, 
Chubawati Chang said that the Gram 
Swaraj programme itself had ‘the spirit of 
social harmony which everyone craved 
and that the government had made it a 
reality.’ 

Chang urged the villagers to be 
careful when filling in the forms for the 
scheduled tribe certificate, indigenous 
certificate, and bank account. This is to 
comply with norms for one to avail gov-
ernment schemes. He has requested the 
gas agencies to speed up the implemen-
tation process.

In Longleng, the Pradhan Mantri 
Ujjwala (PMU) camp and LPG safe-
ty clinic was launched on April 20 at 
Longleng town. The programme was a 
joint venture of the Supply department 
and the Indian Oil Corporation Limited.

Sub-divisional officer D Robin has 
urged beneficiaries to avail the fa-
cilities. He informed that the scheme 
would provide subsidies and reduces 
the use of firewood ‘which is hazard-
ous to health and Climate Change.’ He 
lauded the organising department and 
agencies for launching the programme 
in the district.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, April 20 (EMN): Mokokc-
hung police have arrested a drug peddler 
and seized more than a thousand capsules 
of the painkiller drug Spasmo Proxyvon on 
April 19.

According to a police report, the contra-
band was seized from the possession of one 
Wongtoba Chang (26), of Chongmelen vil-
lage in Tuensang district.

On April 19 evening, the SOT team 
of Mokokchung District Executive Force 
stopped a Dastun Go in which the drug 
peddler was travelling, at Ari junction at Ali-
chen, at around 5:00 pm.

On searching the vehicles, the police 
said, 12850 Spasmo Proxyvon capsules were 
found neatly packed in different compart-
ments of the vehicle.  

The police added that the drug peddler 
was a regular drugs user and had bought the 
contraband from Dimapur at a cost of INR 
50,000. He was heading to Tuensang to sell 
the drugs in the black market, police said. 
The approximate value of the seized drug 
consignment could not be ascertained in 
the grey market.

In this connection, a complaint has been 
lodged with Mokokchung Police Station-II, 
it was informed.

Our Correspondent
Wokha, April 20 (EMN): Advisor of information 
and technology, science & technology and new 
& renewable energy, Mmhonlumo Kikon, has 
thanked the 

People of the constituency for electing him for 
a second consecutive term from 40 Bhandari as-
sembly constituency.

Speaking at the thanksgiving programme at 
Bhandari town on April 20, Mmhonlumo has 
called upon the public to have a positive approach 
irrespective of political affiliation towards bring-
ing about development in the constituency. He 
has also assured to have close contact with every 
village leaders and other organisations in order to 
maintain transparency and accountability.

Highlighting on the border and oil explora-
tion issues, he stated that ‘it is not new and cannot 
be solve in a day or two.’ He however assured the 
people to carry out his responsibility towards ful-
filling their aspirations.

Short speeches were delivered by Elithung 
Odyuo, president of Lotha Lower Range Public 
Organisation (LLRPO); Dr. John Murry, treasurer 
NDPP; and Nzano Kikon, president BJP Wokha 
district Mahila. Bhandari town unit mahila pre-
sented a welcome song, while a special number 
was also presented by Renpi Kikon.

The programme was chaired by Ezanthung 
Mozhui, president of Bhandari Town unit BJP, and 
the welcome note was delivered by Meribemo 
Kinghen, president BJP Wokha district.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, April 20 (EMN): An es-
timated 738 villages comprising 
66,766 households in the rural ar-
eas and 24,566 households in the 
urban areas in Nagaland will be giv-
en electricity though the Pradhan 
Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar Yojana-
Saubhagya scheme.

Saubhagya is a scheme of the 
government of India to ensure elec-
tricity to all households in the coun-
try in rural as well as urban areas to 
achieve household ‘electrification.’ 
The scheme aims to create a ‘last 
mile connectivity’ to households 
and provide electricity connections 
to all ‘willing un-electrified house-
holds in rural and urban areas.’

The scheme is also a part of the 
Gram Swaraj Abhijan which was 
launched by the government of In-
dia during April 14 to May 5.

During a programme organised 
by the department of Power, the 
scheme was launched by advisor 
for Power H Tovihoto Ayemi. Bijay 
Kumar Mohanty, representative 
from the Rural Electrification Cor-
poration at Kolkatta was among 
those attending the event. The pro-
gramme was held in the conference 
hall of the Electricity House at Ko-
hima on April 20.

Commissioner-secretary KD 
Vizo has informed that only 66.766 
rural households were proposed to 
be covered by the Saubhagya pro-

gramme in a total of 2,81,811 rural 
households in the state. 1,93,502 
rural households are already con-
nected with electricity and 21,543 
rural households are already cov-
ered by another scheme called the 
Deendaya Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti 
Yojana (DDUGJY).

Likewise, he said 24,566 urban 
households were proposed to be 
covered by the Saubhagya scheme 
in a total of 1,43,077 urban house-
holds in the state as 1,18,511 urban 
households are already with elec-
tricity.

States and union territories in 
the country are required to com-
plete the household electrification 
work by March 31 2019. The project, 
information says, will be monitored 
by the Rural Electrification Corpo-
ration.

Terming it a massive task for the 
department of Power to undertake 
in 738 villages, Vizo maintained that 
the poor in the rural areas would 
greatly benefit from the scheme. He 
informed that electricity connec-
tion would be released only after 
due verification of essential docu-
ments such as voter ID, passport, 
driving license, ration card, Aadhar 
etc., for proof of identity. He added 
that the facilities would be provided 
only through single-point wiring 
with provisions for LED bulb, mo-
bile charging points, and switches.

Also, Chief Engineer (D&R) 

Khose Sale has urged the depart-
ment to be ready to take the chal-
lenge and implement the scheme 
‘with a sense of mission and sincer-
ity so that the people of the state 
would find benefits through the 
scheme.’

Features of scheme:
• No upfront fee for availing elec-

tricity connection.
• Absolutely free for poor house-

holds. Other households to pay 
10 easy instalment of INR 50 each 
only along with regular electricity 
bill.

• Camps would also be organised in 
villages by the power department 
officials for providing electricity 
connections.

• On the spot completion of appli-
cation and documentation by the 
officials.

How to avail:
• Visit nearby camp or power de-

partment office and ask for elec-
tricity connection.

• Power department officials would 
complete documentation.

• Households to provide personal 
details like name, address, mobile 
number etc.

• Any available identity proof – aad-
har number/voter ID/driving li-
cense/bank account.

• Connections would be provided 
after verification of requisite in-
formation.

Dimapur, April 20 (EMN): The Western 
Chakhesang Hoho (WCH) has elected 
new team of office bearers. A press 
release on Tuesday from the WCH in-
formed that the new team would be 
headed by Dietho Rhakho as president 

and Akholo Mekrisuh as general secre-
tary. 

The new team officially took over 
the office on April 17. The new team 
would hold the office for a term of 
three years.
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Shillong, April 20 (PTI): The Megha-
laya government will take necessary 
steps to stop Assam from construct-
ing roads “unitarily” in the rural 
areas of the state’s Ri-Bhoi district, 
Chief Minister Conrad Sangma said 
today.

The neighbouring state is build-
ing two roads - Umsohbar to Bela-
khowa and Bakhlapara to Jimbari-
gaon - in Jirang area of the district, 
Sangma told the Assembly today, 
quoting official reports he received 
three days ago.

“The government of Assam has 

unitarily decided to start construc-
tion of roads in areas that fall in 
Meghalaya.

The government of Meghalaya 
will take all necessary steps to stop 
the road construction work,” he said, 
while replying to a call attention no-
tice by local MLA S Sohtun.

The alignment of the two roads, 
currently being undertaken by the 
Assam authorities, will overlap with 
the infrastructure development 
work of Meghalaya, he said.

“The Jimbarigaon, Belakhowa 
and Ranibari areas have been in-

cluded in the core network of the 
state and the road department 
prepared detailed project reports 
(DPRs), which has been approved 
by the Union Ministry of Rural De-
velopment,” the CM said.

The metalling work for three 
stretches - Bakhlapara to Junbari-
gaon, Junbarigaon to Belakhowa 
and Pahamshru to Ranibari - have 
been sanctioned for Rs 222.16 lakh, 
Rs 875.68 lakh and Rs 686.81 lakh 
respectively, the CM said, adding 
that the tendering process for the 
project is underway.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, April 20 (EMN): The Karbi 
Students’ Association (KSA) has is-
sued a 45 days ultimatum starting 
April 20 to the Karbi Anglong Au-
tonomous Council’s (KAAC) Chief 
Executive Member (CEM) Tuliram 
Ronghang.

The KSA’s President Simion 
Rongphar said this during a sit-in 
demonstration that was conducted 
in the Semson Sing Ingti Memorial 
park on April 20 Friday.

The students body marched to 
the KAAC Secretariat and submitted 
an ultimatum to Tuliram Ronghang 
which was received by the execu-
tive member in-charge of Medical, 
Khonsing Rongpi. On receiving the 

ultimatum, Rongpi assured the KSA 
members that the matter would be 
discussed with the CEM shortly.

The ultimatum mentioned two 
points including holding a Teacher 
Eligibility Test (TET) examination in 
the KAAC and completion of 11890 
‘incomplete Indira Awas Yojana 
(IAY) group housing.’

Also, the memorandum men-
tioned that the KSA had submitted 
during the past four years a series 
of memorandums demanding 
a special TET in KAAC without 
Assam state’s interference. The 
contention was that the clause 
(d) sub para-3a of para-3 of the 
6th Schedule of the Constitution 
of India enables the KAAC to both 

legislate education matters up to 
the secondary level.

During an executive commit-
tee meeting that was held on Feb. 
6 2018 the KAAC’s authority had 
decided to conduct TET for Karbi 
Anglong for elementary and sec-
ondary education by March 31 
2018. But it is not yet implemented, 
the memorandum.

Regarding the incomplete con-
struction of IAY group housing for 
beneficiaries to the Below Poverty 
Line (BPL) families, funds amount-
ing to INR 100 crore had been mis-
used, the memorandum alleged. 

There are 11890 IAY houses 
which are yet to be completed, the 
updates stated. 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, April 20 (EMN): 
A Naga leader and former 
minister of Manipur Soso 
Lorho passed away after a 
prolonged illness on April 
19 at a private hospital in 
Imphal. He died at the age 
of 79.

A condolence service 
was organised at his Ching-
meirong Poumai colony 
residence, Sangakpham in 
Imphal on April 20. 

Ministers, legislators, 
and former legislators, 
leaders of political parties, 
and civil society organisa-
tions, among others at-

tended the condolence 
service.

The speakers of the 
service included former 
legislators AS Arthur, RK 
Thekho, and Francis Nga-
jokpa who spoke about 
their personal experiences 
with the former minister. 
The mortal remains of the 
former minister was taken 
to  Senapati district head-
quarters for a funeral serv-
ice before a send-off to his 
native village, Tunggam, in 
Paomata sub-division in 
the district, for the last rites 
scheduled to be conducted 
on Saturday.

Son of D Sousou, Soso 
Lorho was the general sec-
retary of Paomata Naga 
Students Union during 
1962-64 and general secre-
tary of the Paomata Naga 
Progressive Union dur-
ing 1967-75. He contested 
from Manipur outer par-
liamentary constituency 
as the first Congress (I) 
candidate in 1978. He was 
elected for the Manipur 
Legislative Assembly in 
1980 from the Mao con-
stituency on Congress (I) 
ticket and became the 
Medical, Power, Coopera-
tion and Statistics minister.

Soso Lorho was re-
elected in 1985 on the Con-
gress ticket and became 
the Agriculture, Works and 
Tribal Development minis-
ter. He was also re-elected 
in 1990 and become a min-
ister of state. He was the 
president of the Manipur 
Pradesh Indira Congress 
Committee (T) in 1996 
and president of the Naga 
People’s Front (NPF) of Ma-
nipur during 2012-14 and 
contested the Lok Sabha 
polls in 2014 on the NPF 
ticket. He was also a con-
venor of the Manipur Naga 
political leaders forum.

Shillong, April 20 (PTI): Meghalaya 
Home Minister James K Sangma 
today assured the Assembly that 
action will be taken against mis-
creants who hurled a petrol bomb 
at the residence of Shillong Times 
editor Patricia Mukhim.

Mukhim was home when two 
unidentified men stopped by her 
residence and lobbed the bomb 
at her house around 8.30 pm on 
Tuesday.

Replying to a call attention mo-
tion of Independent MLA Lambor 
Malngiang, the home minister 
said, “The government would 
like to assure the members of this 
House, the members of the elec-
tronic and print media and the 

people of the state that the govern-
ment and the police are making 
all efforts to trace the culprits and 
bring them to book.” 

The editor of Meghalaya’s pop-
ular English daily was provided 
personal security yesterday after 
the senior police officers’ reviewed 
the matter at a meeting the day 
before.

“The government is taking 
measures to combat crimes against 
women and children. Mechanisms 
have been put in place to monitor 
and supervise these cases,” he said.

Condemning Tuesday’s at-
tack, the home minister termed 
it a “cowardly act” and praised 
Mukhim for her social work.

Dhubri, April 20 (PTI): A minor 
girl was allegedly raped in Dhubri 
town of lower Assam, police said 
today. The 14-year old girl working 
as a domestic help in the house of a 
lawyer was raped on April 18.

Local people captured the 
28-year-old accused, stated to be 
a married man, and handed him 
over to the police Wednesday.

The lawyer has filed an FIR in 
this connection, police said.

Imphal, April 20 (IANS): At least 
10 houses have been gutted in a 
massive fire in Manipur’s Moreh 
town, officials said on Friday.

A 10-year-old boy sustained 
injuries in the fire that broke out 
on Thursday night at Prem Nagar 
in Moreh, located along the India-
Myanmar border. 

“We are trying to establish 
the cause of fire. An FIR has been 

registered and investigation is 
on,” Superintendent of Police S. 
Ibomcha said. 

It took over three hours of 
combined efforts by the police, 
Assam Rifles personnel, and 
fire tenders to douse the raging 
flames.

It is estimated that property 
worth in crores of rupees has been 
damaged in the blaze.

Kolkata, April 20 (PTI): Tripura 
Governor Tathagata Roy today 
said while the incidents of rape of 
minors in Kathua and Unnao were 
despicable but the Prime Minister 
cannot be held accountable for 
such incidents.

While strongly criticising the 
Unnao and Kathua rape incidents, 
Roy said one should equally con-
demn the killing of Sikhs in 1984.

He said Unnao and Kathua 
incidents were “Despicable, re-
grettable and condemnable,” but 
“What the PM has to do with a 
rape that has taken place in Kathua 
and a rape that has taken place in 
Unnao?” 

Roy was talking on the side-
lines of the launch of his book on 

Shyama Prasad Mookherjee at the 
Press Club here.

“Groups who have joined 
hands to lay the blame for the 
rape-murders at the door of the 
PM are part of a concerted slur and 
vilification campaign with the elec-
tions not very far away,” he said.

Coming down heavily on the 
opposition for the Unnao and 
Kathua incidents in Uttar Pradesh 
and Jammu & Kashmir respective-
ly, Roy said, “While I condemn rape 
and murder in these two incidents, 
one should equally condemn the 
killing of Sikhs in 1984”.

To a question about his views 
regarding the allegations of some 
of the rape accused having been 
shielded earlier, Roy said, “Who-

ever has justified the accused is 
equally condemnable unless they 
are convinced the accused is not 
guilty.”  “An accused is not guilty 
but has to be proved guilty in a 
trial court. But having said that if 
there is prima facie proof of guilt 
whoever supports the accused that 
is as condemnable,” he said.

Asked to comment on the op-
position views that BJP was in the 
ruling dispensation in both Uttar 
Pradesh and Jammu and Kashmir, 
“Can you tell me how this govern-
ment or any other government 
could have prevented these inci-
dents?”  He said in a BJP-ruled state 
like Tripura, the alleged rape of a 
girl recently was probed and 5 boys 
were arrested as accused.” 

“It does not matter who is rul-
ing, what does matter is that these 
girls have been molested, brutal-
ised and they should get justice 
and their alleged assailants should 
be put to proper prosecution and 
punishment,” Roy said.

Roy, who was the President of 
West Bengal unit of BJP from 2002 
to 2006, said “This was not the first 
time an incident of rape has taken 
place. I remember a young woman 
was raped and brutally murdered 
at Raiganj in West Bengal in 2005.” 

He said to prevent incidents of 
rape and brutalisation of women, 
boys from a very young age should 
be taught that both men and wom-
en were children of God and they 
did not have any difference.

Our correspondent
Imphal, April 20 (EMN): To encourage gin-
ger growers and promote high-quality or-
ganic ginger of Manipur across the world, 
the first ever state-level ginger festival 
and business summit was inaugurated at 
Parbung in Manipur’s Pherzawl district on 
April 20 Friday.

The cultural extravaganza, products 
exhibition, seminars and workshop be-
sides a musical event etc. are the main 
highlights of the two-day festival.

Chief Minister N Biren Singh, Works 
Minister Th Biswajit, Forest and Horticul-
ture Minister Th Shyamkumar, Manipur 
Tribal Development Corporation chair-
man Vungzagin Valte, Chief Secretary Dr 
J Suresh Babu and other high ranking 
officials of the Manipur state government 
attended the inaugural function.

Speaking during the occasion, Biren 
Singh announced that a ginger processing 
unit with a solar drier system and packag-
ing units would be set up at Parbung at 
the earliest.

Announcing that the government had 
earmarked INR 75 lakh for ginger farming 

in 200 hectares of land as part of the mis-
sion, Biren Singh said that out of the funds, 
INR 35 lakh would be a grant to farmers.

Mentioning the rich flora and natural 
resources of the state, the chief minister 
said that the state would host a world 
bamboo conference in February next year. 
Around 100 delegates from different coun-
tries are expected to participate in the con-
ference, he said. He has asked officers of 
the Forest and Horticulture departments 
and the deputy commissioners to regularly 
deliberate to make the conference fruitful.

As prices of ginger set by the villagers 
of the district was higher than the market 
price, the government has decided to con-
tribute INR 20 lakh to ensure profit to the 
villagers for the current year, he said. INR 
10 crore has been earmarked to construct 
cold storages at 13 different places of the 
state, it was informed.

Forest and Horticulture minister Th 
Shyamkumar also spoke during the event. 
He said that the Horticulture and Soil 
Conservation department had been work-
ing closely with the people of the districts 
since the new government was instated. 

Will stop Assam from building 
roads in M’laya dist. — Sangma

KSA issues ultimatum to KAAC chief to act on schemes 

Former Manipur minister Soso Lorho passes away

Action will be taken against 
scribe’s attackers — Minister

Minor girl raped in Assam

10 houses gutted in Manipur fire

Tripura gov. says PM cannot be held accountable for Kathua, Unnao incidents 

Spicy: Manipur’s first ginger festival 
looks to worldwide promotion 
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Maruti Alto retains best selling 
passenger vehicle model tag

Petrol price in 
Delhi touches INR 
74.08, highest since 
September 2013

Japan-based 
Komori eyes 
INR 200 crore 
business in India

Nifty settles with small losses
Mumbai, April 20 (PTI): 
Benchmark Nifty ended 
marginally lower on the 
last trading day of the 
week today as losses in 
bank stocks were most-
ly offset by gains in IT 
counters even as hawk-
ish RBI minutes stoked 
rate hike concerns.

The market wit-
nessed volatility 
throughout the session, 
trading negative in small 
range with rate-sensi-
tives financials, realty 
as well as PSUs declin-
ing. However, the losses 
were capped by buying 
in IT, teck, telecom and 
auto sectors.

The country’s largest 
software exporter TCS 
yesterday reported a 4.4 
per cent growth in its 
consolidated net profit 
at Rs 6,904 crore for the 
March 2018 quarter and 
its board recommended 
a 1:1 bonus share issue. 
TCS shares ended with 
6.76 per cent gain in to-
day’s trade.

The NSE Nifty ended 
at 10,564.05, down 1.25 
points, or 0.01 per cent, 
after shuttling between 
10,527.45 and 10,582.35.

It saw an intra-day 
movement of about 
54.90 points.

Asian stocks fell, 
with technology stocks 
leading the way. Most 
European indices were 
trading lower as inves-
tors monitored a fresh 

batch of corporate earn-
ings and economic data.

Sector-wise, PSU 
Bank fell by 2.49 per 
cent, followed by Energy 
1.23 per cent, Realty 0.96 
per cent, Media 0.96 per 
cent, Private Bank 0.92 
per cent, Finance Serv-
ice 0.74 per cent, Metal 
0.73 per cent and Nifty 
Bank 0.73 per cent.

IT rose by 4.80 per 
cent and Auto 0.07 per 
cent.

Major losers were 
Yes Bank 3.12 per cent, 
ICICI Bank 2.57 per 
cent, Tata Steel 2.53 per 
cent, SBI 2.01 per cent 
and Bajaj Finance 1.84 
per cent.

However, TCS rose 
by 6.62 per cent, fol-
lowed by Tech Mahindra 
5.31 per cent, HCL Tech 
4.30 per cent, Infosys 
4.03 per cent and Coal 
India 3.13 per cent.

A total of 1,048 scrips 
declined, 745 advanced, 
while 76 remained un-
changed. Total securi-
ties that hit their price 
bands were 166.

Turnover in the 
cash segment rose to Rs 
34,021.46 crore, from Rs 
30,728.60 crore yester-
day.

A total of 13,567.22 
lakh shares changed 
hands in 10,767,424 
trades. The market capi-
talisation of listed firms 
stood at Rs 14,839,365 
crore.

New Delhi, April 20 (IANS): 
Petrol prices in Delhi touched 
a fresh high of Rs 74.08 per litre 
on Friday, the highest in nearly 
five years.

In September 2013 the 
price had touched Rs 74.10 a 
litre. In Kolkata, Mumbai and 
Chennai too, prices climbed 
to new multi-year highs at Rs 
76.78, Rs 81.93 and Rs 76.85 
per litre respectively, the In-
dian Oil website said.

The previous highs in these 
cities were Rs 78.03 (Kolkata, 
August 2014), Rs 82.07 (Mum-
bai, March 2014) and Rs 76.93 
(Chennai, July 2014).

Diesel prices also touched 
new record levels on Friday.

Diesel prices in Delhi, 
Kolkata, Mumbai and Chen-
nai were Rs 65.31, Rs 68.01, Rs 
69.54 and Rs 68.90 per litre re-
spectively.

Petrol prices firmed up 
on Friday along with surge 
in crude oil prices due to the 
ongoing supply cut by the Or-
ganisation of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries coupled 
with strong demand for crude 
oil.  On Friday, Brent crude oil 
was priced around $73.56 per 
barrel, whereas in 2013 it was 
priced at over $100 a barrel.

Prices of transport fuels are 
now changed on a daily basis 
unlike the previous norm of 
fortnightly revision of prices. 

New Delhi, April 20 
(IANS): Tokyo-based Ko-
mori Corporation -- the 
second largest manufac-
turer of printing presses 
in the world -- is aiming 
for over Rs 200 crore busi-
ness in India this year, top 
company executives said 
here on Friday.

Komori, which is in-
volved with currency 
printing for several coun-
tries, including India, 
also announced the es-
tablishment of its India 
subsidiary that will intro-
duce customised printing 
presses suitable for the 
domestic market.

“For the current year, 
we are looking forward for 
over Rs 200 crore business 
in India and would also 
establish 50 presses in the 
country,” Sangam Khan-
na, Deputy MD, Komori 
India, told reporters here.

A leader in offset 
presses, digital presses, 
Print Engineering Service 
Provider (PESP) products 
and banknote/security 
presses, Komori was till 
date operating in India via 
its sole distributor Insight 
Group.  “The expected 
growth rate for our mar-
keting and commercial 
printing business in India 
is over 6 per cent for 2017-
21 while for the publish-
ing printing verticle, we 
aim for over 8 per cent 
revenue in the period 
2016-20,” said Hirofumi 
Hoshino, Managing Di-
rector, Komori India.

Komori India will be 
a joint venture between 
Komori Corporation and 
Insight Group, with Ko-
mori holding the majority 
stake.

With the acquisition of 
Insight’s Komori division, 
the company will retain 
the employees of Insight 
Group in its new team, 
the company said.

With the Insight 
Group, Komori already 
has a market share of over 
40 per cent in the country 
and now aims to strength-
en and scale its operations 
even further, not only in 
India but Bangladesh as 
well as in East Africa. 

“With the India foot-
print, we’ll be able to pro-
vide the world-class qual-
ity and strong support to 
aid the Indian market. We 
will use the best of global 
and local processes to 
provide the highest value 
to our customers and 
maximise the customers 
benefit,” Hoshino said.

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/93/2018-III Dated Kohima, the 4th April, 2018

OBJECTION NOTICE
Whereas Smti. VAKHRIEÜ wife of Late. BESENE, Peon NKVIB resident of 
Kitsubozou Colony, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under 
the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her 
Late husband- Leave encashment, Gratuity, CPF,  other admissible allowances & 
State Bank of India, Lerie Branch Kohima A/C No.20064298559. Who expired on 
15/01/2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 
(one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/- (T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima : Nagaland KG

-2
47
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GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/93/2018-III Dated Kohima, the 4th April, 2018

OBJECTION NOTICE
Whereas Shri. THINUOKHRIETUO KIRE Son of LATE. PELEVINUO KIRE, Sweeper, 
EE PWD (H) Central Div resident of Nagabazar Colony, Kohima has applied for 
issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to 
draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late mother- Pension, GPF, GIS, Leave 
encashment & State Bank of India, Bazar Branch Kohima A/C No.32065679487. 
Who expired on 18-03-2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 
(one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/- (T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima : Nagaland KG

-2
47
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NO.M-90/18/582-83  Notice is hereby given that 
Shri/Smti. Ketoulhou .S. Paira -Vrs- Yongme .K. Konyak & Y. 
Jowang Konyak resident of Dimapur Town/Village in the District 
of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 Assam Land Revenue 
Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in 
the schedule below:-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & 
should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 20/05/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Ketoulhou .S. Paira
Village/Block No: Ekranipathor, Patta No: 643
Dag No: 03, Area: 00-00-11½ & 00-00-14½

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 20th April’18

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

NOTICE

D-5288

NO.M-89/18/584-85 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti. 
Ketoulhou .S. Paira -Vrs- Achah Phom & Phyobenthung Ezung 
resident of Dimapur Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, 
Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 Assam Land Revenue Regulation 
1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule 
below:-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & 
should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 20/05/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Ketoulhou .S. Paira
Village/Block No: Ekranipathor, Patta No: 643
Dag No: 03, Area: 00-00-17 & 00-01-04

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 20th April’18

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

NOTICE

D-5289

NO.M-88/18/592-93 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti. 
Ketoulhou .S. Paira -Vrs- Zuchano Khuvung & Roland Lotha 
resident of Dimapur Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, 
Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 Assam Land Revenue Regulation 
1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule 
below:-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any 
& should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 
20/05/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Ketoulhou .S. Paira
Village/Block No: Ekranipathor, Patta No: 643
Dag No: 03, Area: 00-00-16½ & 00-00-11

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 20th April’18

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

NOTICE

D-5290

NO.M-85/18/586-87 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti. 
Noklem Konyak -Vrs- Alato Awomi resident of Dimapur Town/
Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 
Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation 
of land described in the schedule below:-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any 
& should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 
20/05/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Noklem Konyak
Village/Block No: Kuchiabill, Patta No: 1001
Dag No: 64/887, 585/1165, Area: 01B-00K-08Ls

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 20th April’18

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

NOTICE

D-5291

NO.M-86/18/588-89 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti. T. 
Chipung -Vrs- Nito Achumi resident of Dimapur Town/Village 
in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 Assam 
Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land 
described in the schedule below:-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any 
& should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 
20/05/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: T. Chipung
Village/Block No: Ekranipathor, Patta No: 511
Dag No: 211/667, Area: 00-01-04

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 20th April’ 18

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

NOTICE

D-5292

NO.M-84/18/594-95 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti. 
Late. J. Kire -Vrs- David Kire resident of Dimapur Town/Village 
in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 Assam 
Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land 
described in the schedule below:-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any 
& should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 
20/05/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Late. J. Kire
Village/Block No: 11, Patta No: 13
Dag No: 133, Area: 00-03-09

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 20th April’ 18

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

NOTICE

D-5293

NO.M-83/18/596-97 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti. 
Gwayhunlo Semp -Vrs- Hotonili Aye resident of Dimapur Town/
Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 
Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation 
of land described in the schedule below:-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any 
& should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 
20/05/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Gwayhunlo Semp
Village/Block No: Puranabazar, Patta No: 1184
Dag No: 39/1745, Area: 00-02-2½ 

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 20th April’ 18

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

NOTICE

D-5294

NO.M-79/18//598-99  Notice is hereby given that 
Shri/Smti. H. Seikholen Kuki -Vrs- Kohima Sumi Totimi Hoho 
resident of Dimapur Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, 
Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 Assam Land Revenue Regulation 
1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule 
below:-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & 
should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 20/05/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: H. Seikholen Kuki
Village/Block No: Nagarjan, Patta No: 548
Dag No: 186/693, Area: 00-00-10

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 20th April’ 18

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

NOTICE

D-5295

In the court of Smti- Sara S. Jamir 
Additional Deputy Commissioner Dimapur Nagaland

Whereas application under succession Act 1925 for grant of Succession 
Certificate for the estate of Late P. Tinu Ao Pongner Deseased, has 
been filed by Shri Menangmeren relation Son R/o Qtr no/ A/11 CIHSR 
4th mile to draw his Landed Property etc, Who expire on 27/9/06.
Covered by:

1. Patta No 21, Dag No.21, Mouza No.3
2. Patta No 235, Dag No.324, Mouza No.3 
Located at Bamunpukhuri-1

Notice is hereby given that any person having interest in the 
administration of the estate of the said deceased, may if he/she 
so desires appear in this court within 30 days, on the said day of 
17/5/18.
Given under the hand and seal of the court this 16 day of 4/18.

NOTICE INVITATING OTHER CLAIMENTS TO REPRESENTATION TO COME 
FORWARD (SECTION 375 OF THE INDIAN SUCCESSION ACT 1925)

Sd/-  
Addl. Deputy Commissioner 

Dimapur: Nagaland
D-5296

I, ONENANANGSHI 
AO (OLD NAME) 
SHOULD BE KNOWN, 
ONEN JAMIR (NEW 
NAME) BY AFFIDAVIT 
NO.213/18, 
DT: 19/04/2018.

NAME CHANGE

D-5287

I, No.14827784N L/
Nk/MT Hugade 
Shashikant Arun 
declared that I have 
changed my wife 
name from Gitanjali 
to Hugade Gitanjali 
and daughter name 
changed from Trishna 
to Hugade Trishna 
Shashikant vide 
Affidavit No.2647/17, 
Dt. 19 Dec 2017.

AFFIDAVIT

D-5297

Annexure -01

NATIONAL SCHOOL OF DRAMA
(An Autonomous Institution under Ministry of Culture, Govt. of India)

(T.I.E. Wing) Tripura
ONE YEAR CERTIFICATE COURSE IN THEATRE IN EDUCATION [2018-2019] 

ADMISSION NOTICE
National School of Drama [T.I.E wing] Tripura, in collaboration with Department of 
Information & Cultural Affairs and Higher Education, Govt. of Tripura, invites applications 
for admission to its residential one year certificate course in Theatre in Education from 
the candidates of North East States only. The course will begin from August, 2018 and aims 
at preparing theatre teachers for schools and Artists for TIE activities. 
NUMBER OF SEATS : 20 (Twenty) 
MEDIUM OF INSTRUCTION : Hindi/English 
ELIGIBILITY: 
Essential Qualifications:-

[i] Graduation in any stream from a recognized university in India or abroad. 
[ii] Experience in theatre or formal/non-formal teaching. 
[iii] Working knowledge of Hindi and English 

Preferable:- 
Experience in working with children in theatre and ability to relate to children. 

AGE LIMIT: - Minimum 18 years and maximum 40 years, as on 1st July, 2018. 
FORMS AVAILABLE AT:-
The application form can be downloaded from the School website www.nsd.gov.in OR 
www.tripura.nsd.gov.in from 15th April, 2018 onwards. It is also available at National 
School of Drama (T.I.E. Wing) Tripura, Nazrul Kalakshetra, Dhaleswar, Agartala (West) Tri-
pura —799007 between 10am to 5pm. 
HOW TO APPLY:-
Attested copies of certificates and testimonials must be attached with the application 
form along with a demand draft of Rs. 100/- drawn in favour of Camp Director, NSD (T.I.E. 
Wing) Tripura. 
FORMS TO BE SENT ON THIS ADDRESS:-
Camp Director, NSD (T.I.E. Wing) Tripura, Nazrul Kalakshetra, Dhaleswar, Agartala (West) 
Tripura — 799007, by post or can also be submitted by hand. 
LAST DATE:-
The last date for submitting the duly- filled application form is 15th June, 2018. No 
applications will be entertained after this date.
SELECTION PROCEDURE: 
After scrutinizing the shortlisted applications, the candidates will have to appear for the 
final selection through a 1-2 day workshop. The selection will be held at Agartala, Tripura 
and Guwahati, Assam. Candidates must produce original certificates and testimonials 
during the workshop. 
Candidates participating in the workshop at Agartala (Tripura) & Guwahati (Assam) will 
not be provided any TA/DA & Accommodation. 
An expert committee constituted by National School of Drama, New Delhi will assess 
the aptitude and talent of the candidates and the committee’s decision will be final. Any 
CANVASSING in this regard will be treated as a ground for disqualification.
SCHOLARSHIP:-
Finally selected candidates for the course will be given a scholarship of Rs. 4500/- per 
month, for the Academic Year 2018-19. 
PHYSICAL FITNESS:-
All selected students will have to undergo a medical test for physical fitness. Their final 
selection is subject to clearance of the fitness test. 
NOTE:-
After scrutinizing the application forms by the office, the candidates will be informed 
about the dates for the workshop at Agartala (Tripura) & Guwahati (Assam). For any 
further inquiry contact at 0381-232-8797 & Programme Coordinator (+91-977-4165-207, 
+91-943-6511-935), email: nsdtripura@gmail.com, www.tripura.nsd.gov.in,

DAVP 09130/11/0016/1819

New Delhi, April 20 
(PTI): Maruti Suzuki In-
dia’s (MSI) entry level 
hatchback Alto retained 
its status as the best sell-
ing passenger vehicle in 
India in 2017-18, leading 
the company’s domi-
nance with seven of its 
models featuring in the 
top ten list.

According to data by 
the Society of Indian Au-
tomobile Manufactur-
ers (SIAM), three models 
of Hyundai Motor India 
Ltd’s (HMIL) made it 
to the list. The top ten 

list clearly showed the 
dominance of the two 
companies in the Indian 
passenger vehicle (PV) 
market.

The Alto retained its 
number one position 
by selling 2,58,539 units 
in 2017-18 as against 
2,41,635 units in the pre-
vious financial year, up 
6.99 per cent. MSI’s new 
version of compact sedan 

Dzire moved to the sec-
ond spot selling 1,96,990 
units in the year. The old-
er version of the sedan, 
Dzire Tour, had occupied 
the third spot in 2016-17 
with 1,67,266 units.

Similarly, the com-
pany’s premium hatch-
back Baleno also moved 
up to the third spot sell-
ing 1,90,480 units in 
2017-18 from seventh in 
2016-17 when it clocked 
1,20,804 units. The new-
ly launched version of 
hatchback Swift retained 
its fourth position with 
1,75,928 units in 2017-
18. The model had sold 
1,66,885 units in 2016-17.

MSI’s Wagon R moved 
down to fifth position in 
the list selling 1,68,644 
units from second in 
2016-17 when it clocked 
1,72,346 units, as per 
SIAM data. HMIL’s com-
pact car Grand i10 was 
the sixth best selling 
model in 2017-18 with 
1,51,113 units, a position 
down from 2016-17 when 
it sold 1,46,228 units.
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DAILY

PATH
As I flipped through a box of my old wedding photographs, my fingers stopped at a picture of my hus-

band and me, newly christened “Mr. and Mrs.” My dedication to him was obvious in my expression. 
I would go anywhere with him. 

Nearly four decades later, our marriage is tightly threaded with love and a commitment that has carried us 
through both hard and good times. Year after year, I’ve recommitted my dedication to go anywhere with him.

In Jeremiah 2:2, God yearns for His beloved but wayward Israel, “I remember the devotion of your 
youth, how as a bride you loved me and followed me.” The Hebrew word for devotion conveys the highest 
loyalty and commitment possible. At first, Israel expressed this unwavering devotion to God, but gradually 
she turned away.

Despite the undeniably powerful feelings in the early stages of commitment, complacency can dull the 
sharp edge of love and a lack of zeal can lead to unfaithfulness. We know the importance of fighting against 
such a lag in our marriages. What about the fervor of our love relationship with God? Are we as devoted to 
Him now as we were when we first came to faith?

God faithfully allows His people to return (3:14–15). Today we can renew our vows to follow Him—
anywhere.

Dear God, help me to keep the promises I’ve made to You. I will follow You anywhere.

Anywhere
BIBLE READ:  JEREMIAH 2:1–8; 3:14–15 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

I remember the devotion of your youth,  
how as a bride you loved me and followed  

me through the wilderness.   
~   Jeremiah 2:2

Yes, the Tourist Should Rightfully Be Taken to the Villages and the Villagers Not Be Brought to the Tourist

The state cabinet's decision to organize mini-hornbill 
festivals at various districts of  Nagaland is highly 
appreciated. The PDA government's bold decision 
taken under CM N Rio should be supported by one 

and all.
Rural destination's and experiences is a happening indus-

try elsewhere. Therefore these mini-hornbill festivals should 
also focus on 'rural adventure tourism' and not solely upon 
culture. Rural-Adventure-Culture should be a package. The 
lack or absence of  hotels or lodgings should not deter any of  
the stakeholders. Infact in majority of  the districts it will be 
beneficial for villages and villagers. Home stays should by any 
means be the primary answer to bed and shelter. Then paid 
for campsites with sufficient water, electricity, toilet facilities 
and waste disposal units should be explored by the govern-
ment, tribal hohos and local entrepreneurs as the secondary 
option. The mini-hornbill festivals will flop if  we spend mis-
placed and unnecessary effort on providing amenities that are 

available in urban areas and bother ourselves with providing 
luxury facilities to guest. We Nagas also tend to confuse hos-
pitality with charity and it should stop! Our generosity to-
wards guest can kill the mini-hornbill festivals. 

Most importantly, varieties of  tribal Naga food should 
find themselves to the menu's of  guest and not american, chi-
nese, indian or other foreign dishes. Clean toilets, hot water 
(not necessarily from a geyser), neat comfortable beds will 
satisfy any decent tourist be them local or foreign. Traditional 
local dishes, from local organic produce should make it to the 
breakfast, lunch or dinner tables. I would rather wake up to 
a cup of  tea, phika chai, roasted maize, pumpkin, sticky rice 
etc instead of  milk or coffee, toasted bread, fruits, scrambled 
eggs, fruit juice etc which is usually the case in our hospitality 
industry. Mini-Hornbill should focused solely on the NAGA-
experience and not imported stuff's. 

Moreover visiting local, domestic or foreign tourist will 
be spending but they shouldn't be robbed. For that is what 

happened recently in a small town hotel in a interior district. 
A room with two beds, soiled bed sheet, an old blanket, dirty 
single pillow, hard mattress, defunct dirty toilet with no hot 
water, plyboard ceiling, metal sheet walls costed 2000 rupees! 
An expensive english breakfast in a remote corner of  Naga-
land was another experience. Appreciated the effort but it was 
not required nor intelligent. Mini-Hornbill festival shouldn't 
be mixed up with a european, caribbean or other western 
holiday destinations and experiences by the guest, the host, 
the community or the government!

Finally GON, in the best interest of  Nagas, Nagaland and 
Tourism. Please shut the door and close the windows to nepo-
tism, favoritism and commissions at the mini-hornbill festi-
vals as it exist in the International Hornbill Festival. Flush 
corruption present in the 'festival of  festivals' down the toilet.

Peter Rutsa
rutsapeter@gmail.com

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

You Have Now 
Entered the Age 

of Absurdity: 
Be Very Afraid

Shopkeeper: "Will you be paying by 
credit card, EPS, Apple Pay, debit card, 
Google Pay, Bitcoin or sacrifice of your 
first-born?"

Me: "Uh, do you take cash? No? 
Okay, I guess it's one of the kids, then."

Life is so complicated these days! 
Many things which cost money can no 
longer be bought using money.

The world's biggest shopkeeper, 
Alibaba, doesn't have any shops.

The world's biggest taxi company, 
Uber, doesn't own any taxis.

"None of the shows I watch these 
days are made by moviemakers. 
They're all made by delivery firms," 
said a reader.

True. Netflix was set up to deliver 
videos and Amazon to deliver books. 
Now both make TV shows.

What next? A hotel chain with no 
hotels? Oh, wait, a friend of mine just 
stayed in an Airbnb room.

A young Indian reader offered her 
favourite modern Asian absurdity: "To-
day, parents tell us not to talk to stran-
gers but still try to get us to marry one."

Sometimes, the names and func-
tions of organisations are mismatched 
deliberately. I read recently that an or-
ganisation called "Citizens for a More 
Affordable Cook County" was set up in 
the US.

It sounded reasonable but was odd-
ly focused on fighting the sugary drinks 
tax. Reporters looking at the donations 
list discovered that the "citizens" who 
financed it were Coca-Cola, Pepsi, Dr. 
Pepper and Red Bull.

Real life is so out of control that it's 
no surprise people flee to the Internet 
-- but things are even more confusing 
there. It horrifies me to think that it's 
statistically likely that there must exist 
at least one real Nigerian prince who 
wants to share his mega-fortune with 
me and is wondering why I haven't re-
sponded to his email.

I was moaning about the confu-
sions of modern life when an "older 
gentleman" in our social group said 
that this was nothing new: Companies 
have always changed their core busi-
nesses.

"Most young people today prob-
ably have no idea that Shell, the mul-
tinational oil company, is called that 
because it started as a shop selling sea-
shells," he said. "Sharp, the Japanese 
electronics firm, made pencils. Nin-
tendo, the king of video games, made 
playing cards."

(This guy can probably remem-
ber when stone was the big thing and 
everyone poured scorn on the cheeky 
upstarts trying to usher in the Bronze 
Age.)

But I must admit I was amazed to 
learn from him that Nokia was set up 
to make rubber boots but acciden-
tally became the global king of mobile 
phones.

Clues to a company's original pur-
pose were often hidden in the name, 
he explained. American Express was 
a delivery service, carrying stock cer-
tificates or currency by horse or train 
across America at "express" speed. 
Then someone at the company decid-
ed to give the horse a rest and just lend 
people the cash -- which is how Ameri-
can Express became a financial firm.

This led me to wonder if my histori-
an friend had the answer to a mystery. 
Where I live, there are five branches of a 
supermarket chain called Park'n'shop 
and not one of them has anywhere you 
can park.

"If Park'n'shops were places where 
you could park and shop, that would 
make logical sense," he said. "On his 
planet, that's always too much to ask for."

(Nury Vittachi is an Asia-based 
frequent traveller. Send ideas and 
comments via his Facebook page)

Nury Vittachi | IANS

You don’t need to know where you’re going if you know God is leading.

Indians Consume Far Too Less Calcium Than Required

Kale, Beetroot: Nutritious Ingredients for Healthy Food

Lack of Vitamin D May Up Diabetes Risk by 5 Times

Switch to Stevia for a 
Sweet, Healthy Lifestyle

A
dults in India consume on an 
average about half the amount 
of calcium than required for 
healthy bones, according to a 

global map of dietary calcium intake 
launched on Friday.

Calcium is a major component of 
bone, accounting for between 30-35 
per cent of its mass and much of its 
strength. Low calcium intake has been 
linked to lower bone-mineral density, 
which increases the risk of osteoporo-
sis and broken bones.

In India, the average calcium in-
take is only 429 mg per day against the 
requirement of 800-1000 mg per day, 
according to the map launched by the 
International Osteoporosis Founda-
tion (IOF), a nongovernmental organi-
sation. 

Across the 74 countries included 
in the map, the estimate of average 
dietary calcium intake among adults 
varies widely, from a low of 175 mg/
day in Nepal to a high of 1233 mg/

day in Iceland, according to the find-
ings presented at a symposium held in 
Krakow, Poland.

Countries in Asia, Africa and South 
America mostly have low calcium in-
takes, ranging between about 400 and 
700 mg/day, showed the map.

The map reflects the findings of a 
recent study published in the journal 
Osteoporosis International.

"The Map reveals that in many 
parts of Asia and Southeast Asia the 
population has extremely low intakes 
of calcium in the diet, with levels of-
ten less than 400 to 500 mg a day," 
said Ambrish Mithal, co-author of the 
study and IOF board member from In-
dia.

"In China and India, the world's 
most populous countries, the average 
intake is shown to be only 338 mg/day 
and 429 mg/day respectively," Mithal 
added. 

The amount of calcium needed 
varies at different stages of life. Cal-

cium requirements are especially high 
in the teenage years due to the rapid 
growth of the skeleton, and at older 
age, when the body's ability to absorb 
calcium declines. 

In older adults, bone loss occurs at 
a rate of about one per cent per year, 
resulting in calcium loss of approxi-
mately 15 g per year.

The recommendations for daily 
calcium intake vary by country, how-
ever 800-1000 mg/day is generally 
recommended for healthy adults, with 
higher amounts recommended for 
teenagers, postmenopausal women, 
the elderly, and people with oste-
oporosis. 

Foods rich in calcium include all 
dairy foods (milk, yoghurt, cheeses), 
certain vegetables (broccoli or kale), 
whole canned fish with soft edible 
bones such as sardines, some nuts, 
calcium-set soy products (tofu, soy 
milk), and some mineral waters.

Source: IANS

W
ith people becom-
ing more health 
conscious, several 
restaurants have 

started introducing dishes with 
healthy ingredients like kale, 
beetroot and quinoa. These 
dishes offer wholesome good-
ness as it is not just good on 
nutrient value but also on taste, 
say experts.

Rajesh Sawhney, Co-found-
er of Healthie.in and Rajiv Ku-
mar, CEO of Culinate, have 
listed some of the healthy in-
gredients that restaurants and 
cafes have started using in their 
dishes: 

* Quinoa is a seed that be-
longs to the spinach/chard 
family, which is why it is called a 
pseudo-cereal or pseudo-grain. 
Quinoa is rich in protein and a 
lot of other vital nutrients such 
as magnesium, dietary fiber 
and vitamin B. It is also a good 
source of antioxidants called 
flavonoids and it's a healthy al-
ternative to rice.

* Kale is high in fiber, low 
on calorie and has zero fat. It 
is one of the most common in-

gredients in the healthy dishes 
prepared by restaurants. Apart 
from being highly nutritious, 
kale is also high in antioxidants 
and has anti-inflammatory 
properties. It can be added to 
pasta, green smoothies or can 
be simply tossed in a salad. 

* Chia seeds are a good 
source of Omega-3 fatty ac-
ids, fiber, antioxidants, iron, 
and calcium. A 28 gram, or 
1ounce, serving of chia seeds 
also contains 5.6 grams of pro-
tein. Hence, they make it on 
the menu of most healthy food 
restaurants. These seeds can be 
added to smoothies, oatmeal or 
yogurt.

* Nuts are often counted as 
good fats and are also rich in 
fiber and Omega-3. Plant ster-
ols are a substance present in 
nuts that helps in lowering the 
cholesterol level in the body. 

Nuts are a great source of 
L-arginine, which make the ar-
tery walls more flexible and less 
prone to blood clots that can 
block blood flow. You can make a 
nutty trail mix and simply munch 
on nuts in between meals or add 

them to your stir-fry.
* Activated charcoal is a 

natural ingredient that helps 
in flushing out toxins from the 
body. It not only helps in the 
detoxification of the body but 
also helps in digestive cleansing 
by alleviating problems like gas 
and bloating. 

Activated charcoal also 
helps in fighting the signs of 
ageing. 

Healthy restaurants incor-
porate activated charcoal in 
their healthy drinks and also in 
the breads and buns used for 
their special sandwiches and 
burgers.

* Beetroots contain valu-
able nutrients that may help 
lower your blood pressure, 
fight cancer and inflamma-
tion, boost your stamina, and 
support detoxification. It is an 
amazing source of iron but is 
often ignored due to its pe-
culiar taste. Beetroots can be 
added to salads, smoothies or 
you could even add beetroot to 
your chapati dough to get that 
much-needed iron intake.

Source: IANS

A
re you deficient in Vi-
tamin D, also known 
as the sunshine vita-
min? Beware, you may 

be at a greater risk of develop-
ing diabetes, warn researchers.

A team of researchers found 
that individuals with 25-hy-
droxyvitamin D levels below 30 
ng/ml in blood plasma were at 
up to five times greater risk for 
developing diabetes than peo-
ple with levels above 50 ng/ml.

"We found that participants 
with blood levels of 25-hydrox-
yvitamin D that were above 
30 ng/ml had one-third of the 
risk of diabetes and those with 
levels above 50 ng/ml had one-
fifth of the risk of developing 
diabetes," said lead author Sue 

K. Park from the Seoul National 
University College of Medicine 
in South Korea.

For the findings, reported 
in the journal PLOS One, the 
team examined a cohort of 903 
healthy adults (mean age: 74) 
with no indications of either 
pre-diabetes or diabetes. 

The researchers identified 
the minimum healthy level 
of 25-hydroxyvitamin D in 
blood plasma to be 30 nano-
grammes per millilitre (ng/ml) 
and found to reach this, dietary 
supplements of 3,000 to 5,000 
international units (IU) per 
day, less with the addition of 
moderate daily sun exposure 
with minimal clothing (ap-
proximately 10-15 minutes per 

day outdoors at noon) would 
be required.

The current recommended 
average daily amount of Vita-
min D is 400 IU for children up 
to one year; 600 IU for ages one 
to 70 years (less for pregnant or 
breastfeeding women) and 800 
IU for persons over 70, accord-
ing to the National Institutes of 
Health. 

Higher daily amounts of Vi-
tamin D are generally consid-
ered safe, but blood serum lev-
els exceeding 125 ng/ml have 
been linked to adverse side ef-
fects, such as nausea, constipa-
tion, weight loss, heart rhythm 
problems and kidney damage, 
the researchers said.

Source: IANS

I
n the midst of today's hectic 
lifestyle, let's spare a thought 
for one of the biggest threats 
to our health and general 

well-being: Excess of processed 
high calories and sugar. It is said 
that "prevention is better than 
cure". Does this mean we should 
stop consuming food and drinks 
which have sugar? Maybe not.

What if someone told you that 
you can maintain the sweetness 
in your life without adding any 
calories? And this, from a natural 
source with the same sweet flavour 
that your taste buds love? And, 
yes, with no harmful side-effects? 
Sounds too good to be true, but 
nature has gifted us "stevia" -- a 
plant which has sweetness in its 
leaves -- a sweetness that surpass-
es that of sugar, sugarcane juice, 
honey or coconut sugar.

Given that stevia can replace 
unwanted sweetener calories, it 
can be the one tool for cutting 
calories from the Indian diet with-
out affecting blood sugar or insu-
lin levels. Plus, it is safe for people 
with diabetes and is also tooth 
friendly.

Here are some of its advantages:
Stevia does not increase blood glu-
cose: Numerous studies have been 
conducted on the use of stevia and 
its effects on consumption. The 
stevia plant's leaves contain natu-
rally sweet molecules called steviol 
glycosides, which can be up to 400 
times sweeter than sugar, but stud-
ies have shown that stevia has no 
effect on blood glucose levels. Thus, 
one can consume it without fear of 
affecting the blood sugar level.

Stevia leaves have almost no cal-
ories: It's a gift of nature that has 
been used in various parts of the 
world. The leaves have been used 
by Guarani Indians in Paraguay for 
several hundreds of years to sweet-

en their "matte" (tea). In the 1970s, 
the Japanese picked it up as a nat-
ural sweetening option. Today, it is 
the No. 1 sugar substitute in Japan 
and the fastest-growing sweetener 
in most markets in the developed 
world like France and the US.

Global safety recognition: Stevia 
sweeteners are permitted for use 
in foods and beverages in coun-
tries around the globe. Over 200 
global studies have illustrated ste-
via's safety for the entire family. 
Studies have also shown that it is 
safe for pregnant women. Stevia 
is safe for people with diabetes as 
it does not contain any calories or 
carbohydrates and therefore does 
not affect blood glucose or insulin 
levels. It has zero glycemic index.

Stevia v/s artificial sweeteners: 
Realisation of the harm caused 
to health from consuming excess 
calories from sugar was the reason 
that ignited the search for substi-
tutes, or artificial sweeteners. Sac-
charin, aspartame sucralose and 
the like became popular substi-
tutes and then went out of favour 
owing to concerns from public 
about their origin and perceived 
lack of safety.

What evidently seals the deal in 
stevia's case as a sugar substitute 
is the fact that it is zero-calorie, 
zero-fat and 100 per cent natural.

Imagine your rassogulla or gu-
lab jamun without an overload of 
sugar, serving your child tomato 
ketchup without thinking of the 
extra sugar and calories, enjoying a 
serving of ice cream, cool carbon-
ated drink without any sugar at 
all. The latest varieties of star leaf 
stevia can make the greatest taste 
possible without any harm or guilt.

(Priscilla Samuel is Head, 
PureCircle Stevia Institute, 

and Director, Scientific and 
Regulatory Affairs, Chicago. The 
views expressed are those of the 

institute)
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Are you having 
problems with the lighting or heating in your 
home, Aries? If so, you might not be able to 
get a professional out today. There could 

be problems in the entire neighborhood. You might 
have to get out the candles and flashlights to get you 
through the evening. Don’t let this throw you. It’s a mi-
nor inconvenience that will be fixed soon. Think of it as 
an adventure!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): A friend or 
neighbor you need to contact could be in 
and out all day, Taurus, and so you could 
have trouble reaching him or her. Phone or 

email probably won’t work, since your friend could be 
too busy to check messages. The best way to make con-
tact might be to hop in the car and drive to wherever 
they might be. Take the side streets, however. The main 
roads are probably clogged with traffic!

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): This probably 
isn’t a good day to do work that concerns 
money, Gemini. Your mind may not be in the 
right space. You could make errors that cause 

problems. If possible, also avoid working on any kind 
of creative project, since your mind might not be very 
clear and you probably won’t be happy with the re-
sults. However, this is a great day for routine work that 
doesn’t require much concentration.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): A lost object 
could have all the members of your house-
hold going through every room trying to 
find it, Cancer - probably without success. 

Visitors could pitch in as well and help with the search. 
The item is probably in a fairly large room that every-
body uses, probably among other objects. If no one 
locates it, however, let it go for now. It could reappear 
later as if by magic.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): This could be a very 
busy day in your community, Leo. Some 
kind of rally, protest, or other public gather-
ing might take place. If you attend, you may 

not hear much because of all the noise, and the event 
could seem disorganized at best. It could also render 
traffic impossible! If you can, stay home today. Going 
out could be more trouble than it’s worth. Protest with 
your vote or your wallet instead.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): A future course 
of action that you may or may not take 
could depend on information you might 
receive today, Virgo. However, don’t be sur-

prised if the information is vague and needs to be 
clarified. On top of it all, you might not be able to 
reach the person who can clear it up for you! Hang 
in there. You’ll want to make up your mind as soon 
as possible.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Are you unhappy 
or uncertain about your current profession, 
Libra? Are you thinking of making a change? 
News could reach you today of possible av-

enues to explore, but you shouldn’t make any decision 
today. Your mind isn’t as objective as it should be to 
think through everything. Think about it, by all means, 
but wait a day or two before giving serious consider-
ation to anything vital.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Your natu-
ral psychic or intuitive abilities could be 
short-circuited today, Scorpio. Interfer-
ence from the minds of other people could 

cloud issues, and this won’t do you any good. Your 
imaginative faculties could be rather garbled as well. 
The best possible advice would be to take the day for 
your own needs. You can go back to your usual rou-
tine tomorrow.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): The atmo-
sphere around you could seem somewhat 
unreal today. If you get a weird vibe from 
someone, Sagittarius, take everything this 

person says with a grain of salt. He or she has an agen-
da and isn’t above distorting the truth to achieve it. If 
what they say doesn’t affect you, don’t worry about it. If 
it does, take pains to learn the facts before acting on it. 
You’ll be glad you did.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Commu-
nication could take some extra effort today, 
Capricorn. A business or romantic partner 
could seem like they’re keeping things from 

you. You might get some uneasy vibes and wonder if 
there’s trouble with your partnership. Don’t be afraid to 
ask. Your friend probably won’t tell you what the prob-
lem is, but will reassure you that it has nothing to do 
with you. If so, it isn’t your business. Let it go.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Messages 
from a distant state or foreign country, possi-
bly through fax, email, or website, might not 
be totally accurate, Aquarius. If any informa-

tion presented in this fashion sets off an alarm bell in 
your head, be sure to do some research on your own 
and check out the facts. Don’t accept any news at face 
value today. The lines of human and technical commu-
nication are definitely out of whack today.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Staying in touch 
with a love partner could be difficult today, 
Pisces, almost to the point of causing a mi-
nor panic. Don’t jump to any unwarranted 

conclusions about possible problems in the relation-
ship. What’s causing the silence is probably beyond your 
friend’s control, and could well be related to sudden and 
unexpected crises, or possibly something as mundane 
as a computer breakdown. Be patient and hang in there.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

I 
may be a poor man in terms of worldly possessions but 
because I am a saved Christian, my life abounds with 
wealth that enriches and nourished my soul, my life and 
my existence. 

I face innumerable miseries, confrontations, criticism, 
obstructions, humiliation, pain and suffering in different 
measures and proportion. Nevertheless, I constantly ask 
myself, ‘Is God satisfied with me?’ I know that the faithful 
torchbearers of the message of truth face hostility in varied 
forms and size. And that further strengthens my stance- Liv-
ing or dying, I will tell the world that “Jesus Saves”. Like Dan-
iel, Paul, Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego, we too can operate 
under any circumstances knowing there is nothing to fear 
when the heart is pure. 

“I will always do the right thing, even if no one watches 
me. I will educate people to commit their life to eliminate 
corruption and fight against injustice. I will educate people 
to be prepared to sacrifice for humanity. I will educate peo-
ple that we cannot prepare the future for our youth but we 
can certainly prepare our youth for the future”. 

“I will educate the people of India that the different 
States/ Territories of our country are like the lines on one’s 
palm”. 

“The love of Jesus and humanity and my country (India) 
is my meat and my drink”.

“My desire to educate/train, serve, protect and to teach 
citizens with the spirit of “feel-good” is my valued moral 
qualification”

“Praise and Glory be to God, for my life belongs to the 
people of all communities. I commit and vow before God 
and man alongwith the materials, financial assistance, sup-
port, guidance and co-operation from any source for the 
higher dignity of the society.” 

“You will not gain holiness by preaching or standing still. 
Nobody ever grew without consenting, desiring, serving and 
agonizing to be holy. It has to be known that sin will grow 
without sowing, but holiness needs cultivation. Follow it, it 
will not run after you, you must pursue it with determina-
tion, with eagerness, with perseverance, as a hunter pursues 
his prey.”

 “He who fears God fears no man; He who kneels before 
God withstand in any situation.”

“People’s support is my strength and God’s power is my 
weapon.” 

I know, the flower that blooms in adversity is the rarest 
and most beautiful of all. Friends, life is a mixed bag of good 
and had times. You (we) must not lose hope when you and I 
experience hardships. Rather use all your skills, patience and 
tenacity to overcome whatever it is that troubles you. 

What everbody ought to know is : Religions have its might 
but Christianity is Almighty. The world knows that founders 
of different religions have died and never rose from their 
death. But Jesus Christ has hanged on the cross, buried his 
body to let our sins be also buried and rose up from buried so 
that people who believes in him must have salvation. 

We know, in religion there is system, there is a formality, 
there is law, there is category, there is show, there is resolu-
tion, there is administration, there is decoration, there is 
grade, there is separation and so on. 

But Christianity is the method and free-gift of God unto 
all mankind. Christian’s assembly is called “Church”. This 
Church is built upon the rock of salvation. This rock is the 
one sure place we have. “Upon this rock I built my Church”; 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it”- Jesus Christ. 
This Church is firm, steady, uncompromising and strong. 
It is fixed, set and abiding. It is unchanging, unfailing. This 
Church (Rock of Salvation) is a certain place. It is assured, 

certified and established. It is sound, settled and unmistak-
able. 

God has chosen to called out a people for himself. These 
called out people are extensions of his kingdom in earth and 
of his throne in heaven. These called out ones are God’s rep-
resentatives on planet earth. These called out ones (Chris-
tians) are his destiny, bearing his name, in age and nature. 
These called-out people (Christians) grow in meaningful 
eternal and covenantal relationship with God and one an-
other. These called-out people are the Church. The Church is 
a solid place. It is genuine, constant and complete. It is com-
pacted, concrete and truth. It is a safe place. It is guarded, 
invulnerable and maintained. It is protected, preserved and 
watched. It is cherished, intact and shielded. 

Jesus did not come to give us religion. He came to give 
us relationship with God, and “where the spirit of the Lord 
is, there is liberty” (2 Kor. 3:17). The church is not a place of 
refuge for church workers; it is a Hospital for sinners with 
the good news of salvation, redemption and restoration. The 
Christian response is not killing but caring. There is super-
natural power in Christianity as Christianity being the work-
manship of God. 

Leaders of both the State and the Church are the shield 
of the society. Let it be known to all that “Christianity” is the 
“Faith in God” and this faith does not operate in the realm 
of the possible. There is no glory for God in that which is hu-
manly possible. Faith begins where man’s powers ends. Faith 
brings God into the scene and therefore, it knows absolutely 
nothing of difficulties. Yea, it laughs at impossibilities. Our 
God is the God who specialises in impossibilities. The things 
which are impossible with men are possible with God (Luke. 
18:27), and that is the Christianity of Christians.

Every Indian ought to understand that killing or torturing 
somebody for following or believing in a particular religion is 
neither the road to progress nor the right way of life. A Hindu 
or a Christian or a Muslim or for that matter any individual 
belonging to any religion, who kills or, tortures or acts against 
any religion is discriminatory, a mockery to their religion. We 
can make our India more stronger with complete tolerant. 
Let us work towards building and rebuilding peace, love for 
one another, protecting one another, extending a helping 
hand to anyone who is seeking for tranquillity in the path of 
spirituality. 

Spirit filled/fire baptised Christian is death in flesh in 
Christ, so no one can kill death. The world needs committed, 
dedicated Christians to be social workers, Teachers, Doctors, 
Nurses, Politicians, Economists, Businessmen, Preachers 
and Missionaries to identify injustices in the society, to spec-
ify service to the public and to make bold steps for a better 
India, a better world. 

The basis of Christianity is faith, no matter, how many 
people may have perverted, or misinterpreted the meaning 
of this Christianity. All borned again Christians, being felt 
with the love of humanity cannot be silent while mankind 
faces the threat of wrong powers. 

Dear beloved Christian friends of India and the whole 
world, who or what can separate us from the love of Jesus 
Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or fam-
ine or nakedness or peril or sword? (Romans 8:35,38,39). 

Stephen gave his life for a cause deeper than physical 
existence (Acts 7:60). Some Christian in the early days of 
Christianity vs, ore willing to be burned at the stake or sown 
asunder rather than deny the Lord that bought them. Their 
fidelity, even in the face of death (Rev. 2:10), is a tribute to rich 
glorious and eternal joy of devotion and duty. “Christians to-
morrow shall certainly be brighter than today”. - Graham 
Stain. 

To those deligently put the kingdom of God first, and seek 
first his righteonsness - God have promised food, drinks, 
clothing and shelter (Mattew 6:31-33). 

Christians have to do faithfully for the overall well-being 
of the society, in addition to earning a living for each person. 
Christians! If you don’t have any Bible verses memorised in 
you and practise it, you have got not bullets in your gun to 
fight with the devil and wrong forces. 

“Natures two forces are WIND and FIRE, and these two 
forces were wedded on the day of Pentecost. Hence, we need 
the wedding of Fire and Wind in our India today” –

“We see and hear the leaders speaks a lot of security forc-
es these days. Friends, greatest security is that of a Christian. 
As a true Christian, I can hold to God’s unchanging hand in a 
world of insecurity and turmoil”. - Imti John 

True Christians do not believe in religion but believes in 
Jesus Christ, who was tortured to death (for nothing of his 
guilt) but rose from the death. The truth is, Christianity is not 
a man-made religion but is the only way in the world where 
a man’s God comes and lives inside of him. Man may destroy 
the Christian’s body, but they cannot destroy the “Christian-
ity” which is of God’s way. 

The believers of Jesus Christ in the whole world are con-
nected with unseen power of prayer to Almighty God and 
works for the unbelievers of Jesus Christ to let them come 
to Jesus Christ even at the cost of death penalty, because we 
don’t want them perish in their Idol (own-made gods and 
goddesses) worship. 

Listen! God did not make some to be of superior cat-
egory and others to be of inferior kind. Rather God created 
only one race called the “Human race”. As such, no nation or 
group has the right to suppress another people group. There-
fore, let us together do the defensive (not offensive) task from 
intrusion as well as from discrimination as a people of God 
(Christian).

So, dear far and near Christian friends, pray, give and 
work for the oppressed, homeless and dying people of India, 
so that together with respective religious sectors make our 
great India by producing Godly leaders for a flourishing and 
peaceful country in the world. 

My dear Non-Christian friends in India, know that Chris-
tian faith and prayer is not for killing, torture or murder, our 
prayer is sacred weapon to save people from being perish-
ing. Let the Christians of India work together for the cause of 
an environment of enjoying right to livelihood equally in this 
God’s made world. 

Glory and Praise be to God! Christians of those days did 
not compromise their faith for fame, position, richness or 
for a purchasable leadership. They were rather brave, bold 
and uncompromising in favour of justice; fiercely fought for 
the common good cause. They portrayed their firm spiritual 
faith before the opposition/wrongly organized powers with 
the power of “Victory in the blood of Jesus Christ” through 
their strong faith in action. 

Why not then, the Christian of these days acts the firm-
ness of faith in the Lord Jehovah’s strength and fight out the 
wrong powers to let everybody live in harmony and work for 
an absolute free from corruption, discrimination, commu-
nalism and suppression. 

Whom do you wait? Christian friends of India, let us not 
be too much cautious nor be too much hesitant to accept the 
challenges of what our loving God urges us today-to make 
India, a “Land of Solace and comfort for the whole world”. 
What is the sign and value you are for being a Christian? 

Dr. Imti John
Founder/Convenor, 

Christ - Centered Reformation Movement of India

W
iry shrubs and clumps of 
brown-green fill the semi-
arid landscape of Kutch in 
western India. Many of these 

patches have, over the years, made way 
for “more productive” agricultural land. 
This greening of “wasteland” is, howev-
er, degrading a precious and largely ig-
nored ecosystem -- the grasslands. And, 
as a result, some species of animals that 
depend on grasslands are being pushed 
to the brink of extinction.

Not just that. Nature has a way of link-
ing all its elements. So grasslands play a 
big role in ensuring fodder security for 
livestock, thereby having a direct impact 
on the dairy industry. Another largely 
ignored ecosystem, the wetlands, along 
with grasslands, also play a crucial role 
in water table management; agricultural 
lands near their vicinity are usually fer-
tile and productive.

Grasslands are an important ecosys-
tem. But to quote the first line of the Task 
Force report on Grasslands and Deserts 

(2006) submitted to the Planning Com-
mission, “Grasslands and deserts are the 
most neglected ecosystems by the Min-
istry of Environment and Forests, which 
looks after biodiversity conservation in 
India.”

This is significant, because more 
than a decade after that report, the Draft 
National Forest Policy 2018, while en-
couraging an increase in forest and tree 
cover, still does not give grasslands their 
due importance.

The draft policy -- an upgrade of the 
National Forest Policy of 1988 -- which 
was open for public comments till the 
second week of April, had a promising 
note two years back, when, in addition 
to reiterating its goal of having one-third 
of India under forest cover, it had said 
that, instead of an exclusive focus on 
trees and tree-cover, efforts should be 
made to preserve other ecosystems too, 
like the grasslands, deserts, marine and 
coastal areas, etc.

Two years hence, however, that cru-
cial point is missing in the draft. Brand-
ing grassland as wasteland, says Sutirtha 
Dutta, scientist at the Wildlife Institute 

of India (WII), is the prime reason be-
hind undervaluing its importance and 
its degradation.

“It is a remnant of the colonial policy 
that treated grasslands as unproductive, 
of no economic value. And the stigma 
has stayed on,” Dutta told IANS.

There is a general lack of aware-
ness about the immense value that an 
ecosystem like grassland (or deserts, for 
that matter) holds; for instance, its role 
in water table management.

“In south Manas (Manas National 
Park in Assam), grasslands have been 
allowed to thrive, and therefore ag-
riculture around its vicinity has also 
been very productive. It’s a boon to the 
farmers. On the other hand, in east As-
sam, where there are no grasslands, 
there have been long dry spells,” says Dr 
Goutam Narayan, project advisor of the 
Pygmy Hog Conservation Programme 
(PHCP) in Assam.

The Pygmy Hog, a critically endan-
gered species, itself rapidly lost num-
bers mainly because of the degrada-
tion of grasslands -- its main habitat. 
Narayan says that the Pygmy Hog is a 

flagship species that denotes the health 
of the grasslands on which many other 
“bigger” animals are dependent, like the 
one-horned rhino, tiger, and Eastern 
Barasingha.

The Bengal florican, another species 
that is endangered, also has grassland 
degradation to blame for its depleting 
numbers. It’s a similar scenario is Kutch, 
Gujarat, where the critically endangered 
Great Indian Bustard is facing the threat 
of extinction for the same reason. It is es-
timated that only 150 such birds are left 
in the world today, of which barely 10 re-
main in Kutch, one of its last few abodes.

Devesh Gadhavi, member of the In-
ternational Union for Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN) and deputy director of 
the Kutch Ecological Research Centre, 
has been working on the conservation 
of Great Indian Bustards for many years 
now. Unhindered grazing of livestock on 
grasslands, he feels, is a primary reason 
for grassland degradation.

“If one were to draw linkages, Gu-
jarat’s dairy industry that the govern-
ment has been promoting for so many 
years now is dependent on the grass-

lands in terms of livestock fodder,” Gad-
havi told IANS. India has more than 500 
million livestock, and more than 50 per-
cent of its fodder comes from grasslands.

Dutta says that only policy-level 
changes can bring about some change 
in the current scenario.

“There needs to be a regulation on 
grazing of animals (on grasslands). The 
2006 Task Force report on grasslands 
and deserts was well-meaning and, 
among other things, mentioned the ur-
gent need for a national grassland poli-
cy. It also suggested fixing ownership for 
grasslands,” Dutta said.

Barring some of its suggestions -- like 
conservation programmes for some of 
the flagship species of the grasslands 
-- being implemented, the report re-
mained largely ignored.

“Grasslands are ‘common’ land of the 
community and are the responsibility of 
none,” the report had said ominously, 
the manifestations of which are increas-
ingly felt across regions now.

(Azera Rahman can be contacted azera.
rahman@gmail.com)

Theme Song and Prayer of 
C.C.R.M.I

THEME SONG: 
Let us make our India devoid of 

violence; 
Let brotherhood triumph; 

Where the word “problem” will not 
be uttered by anyone; 

And where everyone will care for 
their fellow beings; 

Extending hands of help 
Whenever some one gets into 

trouble. 

Let us get involve to elevate hu-
manity; 

By our good deeds and thoughts 
Humans can do a lot of good things 

only if we try to do; 
So, why should we cry for the want 

of “happiness, peace and unity” 
When it is within us! 

Let peace be our religion, 
For the few days we live; 

Sharing the water of one stream; 
People of one God, one humanity 

Filled with same red-blood 
Why the killing, why the violence? 

Why the hatred? 

Among us- Brothers and Sisters! 
Of the same Creator; of the same 

red-blood 
Of one Almighty God.

PRAYER:

Almighty God, 
You gave us laws to protect us from 
lawlessness. Give us obedient heart 

to obey them in your name; 

You blesses us, and you delights 
on us, when your people dwell 

together in peace; Grant that our 
walls of communalism, and terror-
ism may be crumbled, suspicious 
disappeared and hatred faded so 

that we may live as one family. 

Help us to prove ourselves as Chris-
tian to be distinctly peace loving 
and honest people group in this 
overwhelming idol-worshipped 

India. 

0 God our father, 
Cause and make us to be a people 
at peace among ourselves and a 

light as well as blessing to other na-
tions of the World. 

Amen. 

A Christian’s Vital Challenge Today 

India is Paying a Price for Losing its Grasslands 
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Opposition moves impeachment 
motion against CJI Dipak Mishra 

Kodnani, 17 others acquitted in Naroda 
Patiya case; Bajrangi’s conviction upheld

Siddaramaiah files nomination 
from Chamundeshwari seat

CPI-M calls 15th Finance Commission 
TOR biased, demands amendments

Centre proposes death 
penalty for childrens’ rapists

SC to hear on April 23 pleas on dilution of anti-dowry law 

PTI

 Dipak Mishra (FIle Photo)

PTI
former Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) minister Maya Kodnani who 
was acquitted by the Gujarat High Court in 2002 Naroda Patiya riot 
case on Friday.

PTI
Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah, who is contesting the upcoming polls from Chamundeshwari 
constituency, filling his nomination in Mysuru on Friday.

PTI
 CPI(M) politburo member Prakash Karat addresses a press conference in Hyderabad on Friday.

New Delhi , Apr i l  20 
(IANS): In an unprece-
dented move, 64 members 
of the Rajya Sabha belong-
ing to seven parties led by 
the Congress on Friday 
submitted an impeach-
ment motion for the re-
moval of Chief Justice Di-
pak Misra on five grounds 
of “misbehaviour”.

T h e  o p p o s i t i o n 
move came a day after 
a Supreme Court bench 
headed by Chief Justice 
Misra rejected a PIL for a 
SIT probe into death of 
CBI court judge B.H. Loya, 
who was conducting a trial 
in the killing of gangster 
Sohrabuddin Sheikh in 
Gujarat in which now BJP 
President Amit Shah was 
an accused.

Asked about the tim-
ing of the motion, Azad 
said they had sought an 
appointment with Naidu 
a week ago but were told 
that he was away on a tour 
of the northeast. “If he 
was available then, we 
would have submitted 
the motion then,” he said, 
dismissing any link with 
Thursday’s verdict. “Any-
how the move was initiat-
ed a month ago and most 
signatures were more than 
20 days old.”  Azad told 
the media that the motion 
was signed by 71 MPs from 
seven political parties. “We 
have told the Chairman 
that seven of the mem-
bers have meanwhile re-
tired and those signatures 
should be counted out.”

Besides the Congress, 
those who signed the mo-
tion include members 
of the Samajwadi Party, 
BSP, CPI-M, CPI, NCP and 
IUML. Nominated mem-
ber K.T.S. Tulsi also signed.

This is the first time an 
impeachment of a Chief 
Justice is being sought to 

Ahmedabad, April 20 
(PTI): The Gujarat High 
Court today acquitted 
former BJP minister Maya 
Kodnani but upheld the 
conviction of former Ba-
jrang Dal leader Babu Ba-
jrangi in the 2002 Naroda 
Patiya riot case in which 
97 people were killed by 
a mob.

The high court upheld 
conviction of 13 people 
including Bajrangi, and 
convicted another three 
for the first time, while 
acquitting 18 of the 32 
people convicted by the 
trial court in 2012.

In 2002, Kodnani was 
a BJP MLA and the trial 
court had said she was the 
“kingpin” of the Naroda 
Patiya killings, one of the 
worst incidents of violence 
during the Gujarat riots, 
and sentenced her to 28 
years in jail.

Kodnani went on to 
become a minister in then 
Narendra Modi govern-
ment in Gujarat in 2007, 
before resigning when she 
was arrested in the case in 
March 2009.

Acquitting her, the 
high court said the state-
ments made by witnesses 
regarding her role were 
contradictory. No prose-
cution witness mentioned 
that she talked to them at 
the relevant time, the high 
court noted.

The high court said it 
finds it “hazardous” to rely 
on contradictory state-
ments of witnesses, and 

therefore, no testimony of 
witnesses regarding Kod-
nani was accepted.

The trial court had 
convicted her for a crimi-
nal conspiracy under sec-
tion 120 (B) of the IPC, 
but the evidence didn’t 
establish the charge, the 
high court said.

Kodnani was also given 
the benefit of doubt as she 
was made an accused for 
the first time in 2008 by the 
Special Investigation Team 
(SIT), while her name did 
not figure in the original 
FIR, the high court said.

Delivering the verdict 
on a set of appeals filed in 
connection with the 2012 
judgement of the special 
SIT court, the division 
bench of Justices Harsha 
Devani and A S Supahia 
today convicted 16 people 
including Bajrangi, and 
acquitted 18 others, in-
cluding Kodnani.

Out of the 16 convicts, 
all except one have been 
sentenced to 21 years of 
rigorous imprisonment. 
One person has been sen-
tenced to 10 years’ impris-
onment.

Three of these had 
been acquitted by the trial 
court.

Out of the 61 accused 
in the case, the special SIT 
court had, in August 2012, 
held 32 guilty, and acquit-
ted 29. The high court to-
day acquitted 18 of the 32, 
and upheld conviction of 
13. One of those convicted 
by the trial court died.

be made in Parliament. 
The first case of impeach-
ment of a Supreme Court 
judge, Justice V. Ramas-
wamy, was voted out in the 
Lok Sabha in the mid-90s. 
In two other cases, Justice 
P.D. Dinakaran of the Sik-
kim High Court and Justice 
Soumitra Sen of Calcutta 
High Court resigned be-
fore the impeachment 
motion could be voted. 
An impeachment motion 
has to be passed by both 
the Houses of Parliament 
with a special two-thirds 
majority.

The motion lists five 
charges of misbehaviour 
including an alleged con-
spiracy to pay illegal grati-
fication in a case relating 
to an educational trust and 
the manner in which the 
CJI had dealt with the case 
by denying permission to 
the CBI to register an FIR 
against a judge of the Al-

lahabad High Court when 
the CBI shared incriminat-
ing information.

The second related to 
the CJI having dealt with 
the trust case on the ad-
ministrative side and the 
third related to alleged 
antedating of a matter 
“which is a very serious 
charge”.

The fourth charge re-
lated to the CJI having ac-
quired land when he was 
an advocate by allegedly 
giving a false affidavit. The 
allotment of the land was 
cancelled by an Additional 
District Magistrate in 1985. 
The CJI surrendered the 
land in 2012 after he was 
elevated to the Supreme 
Court.

The fifth charge related 
to alleged abuse of exercise 
of power by CJI in choos-
ing to send sensitive mat-
ters to particular benches 
by misusing his authority 

as “Master of the Roster” 
with the likely intent to 
influence the outcome.

Asked why members 
of other opposition parties 
had not signed the mo-
tion, former Law Minister 
Kapil Sibal said the motion 
was not moved by political 
parties but by individual 
members. 

Asked about reports 
that former Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh was 
not enthusiastic about the 
move and had not signed 
the motion, Sibal said: 
“They are absolutely false. 
They are not true. It is not a 
small issue. It is not instant 
coffee. It is about Constitu-
tion and a matter of insti-
tution. We did not want to 
involve him because he is 
a former Prime Minister.”

He said the motion 
does not refer to the Su-
preme Court judgement 
in the Loya case. Impeach-
ment can be done only on 
some actions of a judge 
amounting to misbehav-
iour and not for judge-
ments which could be 
right or wrong.

Asked whether there 
was a provision for reject-
ing the motion, Sibal said 
the charges they have lev-
elled cannot be brushed 
aside. “We will decide at 
that time (of the decision). 
The Constitution has 
many paths.” He said the 
convention is that once 
an impeachment motion 
is moved the judge con-
cerned has to refrain from 
discharging from judicial 
functions. “I hope he (CJI) 
will follow the conven-
tion.” 

Azad expressed the 
hope that the Chairman 
will take a positive action 
on the motion.

Explaining the finer 
points of the motion, Sibal 

said under the constitu-
tion any Supreme Court 
judge can be removed only 
on grounds of “proved 
misbehaviour” and not for 
corruption.

Asserting that judges 
must uphold the highest 
standards of integrity and 
must also be tested by the 
same standards, Sibal said 
since Dipak Misra was 
appointed as Chief Justice 
there have been situations 
when questions have been 
raised about the manner 
in which he has dealt with 
certain cases and taken 
certain administrative de-
cisions.

A press statement cir-
culated at the press con-
ference said: “There have 
been internal rumblings 
resulting in open discord 
among judges in Supreme 
Court. This manifested it-
self when four senior most 
judges held a press confer-
ence on January 12 where 
they publicly expressed 
their disquiet about the 
manner in the CJI was ex-
ercising his powers.

“In this context, they 
circulated a letter to the 
press that they had ad-
dressed to the CJI in which 
they expressed concern 
about attempts to unset-
tle through a judicial or-
der the Memorandum of 
Procedure which stood 
settled.

“They lamented that 
their efforts had failed 
and all four of them were 
convinced that unless the 
institution is preserved, 
democracy will not survive 
in this country.”

The MPs said they had 
hoped that the anguish 
of the judges would be 
addressed by the Chief 
Justice. “More than three 
months have passed. 
Nothing has changed.” 

The quantum of sen-
tence of other three per-
sons who were convicted 
for the first time today will 
be pronounced on May 9, 
the division bench said.

The high court found 
Bajrangi guilty of criminal 
conspiracy along with two 
other convicts, Prakash 
Rathod and Suresh Jha-
la. Their conviction was 
based on the statements 
of five witnesses who said 
the three were present at 
the crime site. 

The high court said it 
was accepting the oral evi-
dence of journalist Ashish 
Khetan, who had carried 
out a sting operation on 
these three convicts.

The court said it did 
not accept the findings of 
the sting operation, but 
relied upon five witnesses 
whose consistent state-
ments established that 
Bajrangi was present at 
the site of the incident 
throughout the day.

The court, however, re-
duced Bajrangi’s sentence 
from “jail till his natural 
life” to 21 years’ rigorous 
imprisonment, for main-
taining parity with pun-
ishment given to other 
convicts.

The high court said it 
analysed the convictions 
on the basis of testimonies 
of two credible witnesses 
for each accused.

Coming down heav-
ily on the Gujarat govern-
ment which had sought 
enhancement of sentenc-
es of convicts, the court 
said, “You just indulge in 
lip service”.

The state hadn’t op-
posed release of the ac-
cused on bail, but “now 
you are asking for en-
hancement of their sen-
tences”, the judges said, 
rejecting the state’s appeal.

The trial court had sen-
tenced seven accused to 
31 years’ rigorous impris-
onment, while 22 others 
had been given 24 years 
in jail.

A mob killed 97 peo-
ple, most of them from 
a minority community, 
in Naroda Patiya area of 
Ahmedabad on February 
28, 2002, a day after the 
torching of the Sabarmati 
Express at Godhra which 
triggered state-wide riots.

Be n g a l u r u , Ap r i l  2 0 
(IANS): Karnataka Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah on 
Friday filed his nomina-
tion to contest the ensu-
ing state Legislative As-
sembly elections from 
Chamundeshwari con-
stituency in Mysuru, an 
official said.

“Siddaramaiah, along 
with his son Yathindra, vis-
ited the Chamundeshwari 
temple atop Chamundi 
Hills in Mysuru to pray 
to goddess Durga before 
filing his nomination,” 
an official from the Chief 
Minister’s Office told IANS 
here.

The 69-year-old veter-
an leader contested from 
Chamundeshwari seat 
seven times since 1983 

and won five times. He 
later shifted his constitu-
ency to Varuna in Mysuru 
district, from where he was 
elected twice since 2008, 
including the last assem-
bly polls in 2013.

Siddaramaiah has 
paved way for his son, 
Yathindra, to contest the 
May 12 assembly elections 
from his home constitu-
ency Varuna. 

Yathindra, who will be 
contesting the state elec-
tions for the first time, also 
filed his nomination pa-
pers on Friday.

S i d d a r a m a i a h 
switched over to the Con-
gress from the Janata Dal-
Secular (JD-S) in August 
2006 following differenc-
es with its supremo and 

former Prime Minister 
H.D. Deve Gowda and his 
second son and former 
Chief Minister H.D. Ku-
maraswamy.

He is also only second 
lawmaker in the southern 
state to complete the five-
year term as Chief Minister 
in 40 years after Devaraj 
Urs did from 1972-78, as 
about 10 chief ministers 
could not compete their 
full term in between for 
various reasons.

Meanwhile, JD-S state 
president Kumaraswamy 
filed his nomination for 
the state polls from both 
Channapatna and Raman-
agara assembly segments 
in Ramanagara district, 
about 50km southwest 
from here.

New Delhi, April 20 (PTI): The 
Supreme Court today said it would 
hear on Monday the petitions 
seeking revisiting a judgement that 
had reduced the severity of the an-
ti-dowry penal law on the offence 
of subjecting a married woman to 
cruelty by her spouse and in-laws. 

The decision came after a 
bench comprising Chief Justice 
Dipak Misra and Justices A M 
Khanwilkar and D Y Chandrachud 
said the orders on the matter can-
not be found as the apex court 
website got “hacked yesterday”.

“Somebody tried to hack the 
website. All the people worked 
whole night to fix the problem,” 
the bench said and assured senior 
advocate Indira Jaising, counsel 
for NGO ‘Social Action Forum’, 
that her plea on the issue would be 
listed for hearing on April 23 along 

with other petitions.
A two judge bench of the apex 

court in July last year had voiced 
concern over “abuse” of section 
498 A (subjecting a married wom-
an to cruelty) of the IPC and passed 
a slew of directions including that 
no arrest should “normally be 
effected” without verifying allega-
tions as violation of human rights 
of innocents cannot be brushed 
aside. Later a three-judge bench 
led by the CJI expressed disagree-
ment with the verdict and ap-
pointed senior Advocate V Shekhar 
as an amicus curiae to assist it in 
revisiting the judgement. 

Jaising today said a bench 
headed by Justice Adarsh Kumar 
Goel had referred the similar plea 
of NGO to the CJI for hearing on 
April 11. She said the order was not 
found as the apex court website 

was non-functional.
The apex court had issued 

notices to Ministry of Home Af-
fairs, Ministry of Women and Child 
Development and National Com-
mission of Women and sought 
their responses while disagreeing 
with the July 27 verdict of a smaller 
bench. The bench was hearing a 
plea filed by an NGO ‘Nyayadhar’, 
an organisation formed by a group 
of women advocates of Ahmedna-
gar district of Maharashtra, seeking 
sharpness in section 498A, claim-
ing that the otherwise “helpful 
instrument” in the hands of victim 
women has become “valueless”.

It also suggested recording of 
facts at the time of counselling and 
said the committee should also 
consider the economic status of 
the parties.

The two judge bench, in its 

judgement, had passed a slew of 
directions to deal with complaints 
under section 498A of the IPC and 
had observed that many such 
complaints are not bonafide and 
“uncalled for arrest” may ruin the 
chances of settlement.

The bench had also said that if 
a bail plea is filed in such matter, it 
may be decided as far as possible 
on the same day with at least one 
day’s notice to the public prosecu-
tor or the complainant.

The judgement had also said 
that personal appearance of all 
family members and particularly 
outstation members may not be 
required and the trial court ought 
to grant exemption from personal 
appearance or permit appearance 
by video conferencing without 
adversely affecting progress of the 
trial.

Hyderabad, April  20 
(IANS): The CPI-M on Fri-
day expressed deep con-
cern over the “anti-federal 
and anti-democratic un-
derpinnings” of the Terms 
of Reference (TOR) of the 
15th Finance Commission 
and demanded they be 
amended.

The Communist Party 
of India-Marxist (CPI-M) 
also accused the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP)-led Un-
ion government of trying 
to utilize the 15th Finance 
Commission to “further 
centralise financial pow-
ers”.

The party adopted a 
resolution to this effect at 
the ongoing 22nd Party 
Congress here while ob-
serving that the TOR were 
“intended” to reduce the 
share of the states in the 
overall tax devolution and 
“squeeze the fiscal space” 
available to them.

The resolution also 
took strong exception to 
one of the terms of ref-
erence which speaks of 
“control or lack of it in 
incurring expenditure 
on populist measures”, 
saying: “Whether a pro-

gramme is populist or not 
is a decision to be made in 
the political domain and 
not by the Finance Com-
mission.”

“The TOR suggest that 
the 15th Finance Com-
mission should review the 
recommendation of the 
14th Finance Commis-
sion to raise the share of 
states in central taxes to 
42 per cent. Further, they 
ask whether the constitu-
tional provision to provide 
revenue deficit grants to 
states be continued at all. 
The policies that follow 
from both of these will 
certainly reduce resource 
devolution to the states.

“There are clear sug-
gestions that the Finance 
Commission enforce the 
recommendations of the 
Fiscal Responsibility and 
Budget Management Act 
Review Committee Re-
port. Any such move will 
significantly reduce the 
fiscal deficit and debt-
GDP ratio permitted for 
the states, and will se-
verely curtail the fiscal 
space available to states,” 
it added.

The resolution ex-

pressed concern that 
shifting the base year for 
calculation of population 
weight from 1971 to 2011 
in the TOR of the Com-
mission would result in 
“heavy loss of revenue to 
states that have effective-
ly implemented appro-
priate health and family 
planning programmes”, 
including the southern 
states, West Bengal, Odi-
sha and Punjab. 

Noting that the fiscal 
imbalance between the 
Centre and the states has 
widened over time as from 
the 11th Finance Commis-
sion onwards, the central 
grants have “increasingly 
tended to be subject to 
conditions imposed on 
the states”, the CPI-M said 
that the adoption of GST 
has been a “blow to the 
resource mobilisation po-
tential of the states”. 

“The 22nd Congress of 
the CPI-M appeals to the 
people to rally to demand 
amendments to the TOR, 
in order that the 15th Fi-
nance Commission, which 
is a Constitutional body, 
be able to function in a free 
and just manner,” it said.

Ne w  De l h i , Ap r i l  2 0 
(IANS): The Central gov-
ernment on Friday told 
the Supreme Court that 
it is proposing the death 
penalty for those con-
victed of raping children 
below the age of 12.

The proposal  has 
come in the backdrop of 
nationwide outrage over 
the rape and murder of 
an eight-year-old girl in 
Kathua in Jammu and 
Kashmir, and sexual as-
sault of a teenager in Un-
nao in Uttar Pradesh.

A bench headed by 
Chief Justice Deepak Mis-
ra was told by the Ministry 
of Women and Child De-
velopment that it is “pro-
posing” to amend the Pro-
tection of Children from 
Sexual Offences (POCSO) 
Act for introducing “death 
penalty” to the convicts of 
child rape.

The letter written to 
Additional Solicitor Gen-
eral (ASG) P.S. Narasim-
ha by Women and Child 
Development Ministry 
Deputy Secretary Anand 
Prakash, said the govern-
ment is “sensitive to the 
plight of young children” 
brutally abused in the 
most horrific manner

“The issue raised in 
the petition regarding 
the amendment of the 
provisions of the POCSO 
Act, 2012, so as to proving 
maximum punishment of 
‘death penalty’ for com-
mission of offences of 

rape of children of 0-12 
years of age group is un-
der active consideration 
of the Ministry. 

“The Ministry is sensi-
tive to the plight of young 
children brutally abused 
in the most horrific man-
ner. The Ministry is pro-
posing to amend POCSO 
Act, 2012, for introducing 
‘death penalty’ for the 
abuser in the cases of ag-
gravated sexual assault 
against children,” the 
Ministry said in a letter to 
the apex court.

The court posted the 
matter for hearing on 
April 27. POCSO Act was 
formulated in order to 
effectively address sexual 
abuse and sexual exploi-
tation of children.

The Centre, on Febru-
ary 1, 2018, told the court 
death penalty was not the 
answer for every child sex 
abuse case and that grad-
ed penalties for graded 
offences have been pro-
vided under the POCSO 
Act, 2012. On Friday the 
Centre’s response came 
on a PIL filed by an ad-
vocate Alakh Alok Srivas-
tava demanding death 
penalty for those raping 
children.

The advocate  has 
referred to recent law 
p a s s e d  b y  M a d h y a 
Pradesh and Rajasthan 
providing death penalty 
to the convicts if the rape 
victim is up to the age of 
12 years.
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Palestinian protesters evacuate a wounded youth during clashes with Israeli troops along Gaza’s border 
with Israel, east of Khan Younis, Gaza Strip, Friday, April 20, 2018.
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Seoul, April 20 (IANS): 
Seoul and Pyongyang on 
Friday set up a telephone 
line between their leaders, 
enabling direct dialogue 
between South Korean 
President Moon Jae-in 
and North Korean leader 
Kim Jong-un who are also 
set to meet in person next 
week.

The direct hotline 
was established between 
Seoul’s Presidential office 
Cheong Wa Dae and the 
office of North Korea’s 
State Affairs Commission, 
headed by Kim, Yonhap 
news reported.

South Korea made the 
first call to check the line, 
a Cheong Wa Dae official 

said, adding that there 
were no problems de-
tected.

North Korea later re-
turned the call to check 
the channel worked both 
ways. The entire trial 
conversation lasted four 
minutes and 17 seconds, 
according to the official.

Cheong Wa Dae of-
ficials said direct com-
munication between the 
countries’ leaders may 
help further ease tension 
on the Korean Peninsula, 
noting that many cross-
border conflicts between 
them in the past may have 
partly been caused by 
“misunderstanding”.

The telephone that 

links Moon with Kim sits 
right on the former’s desk, 
an official said.

The agreement on a 
new hotline, the first of 
its kind connecting the 
leaders of the two Ko-
reas, came in early March 
when Moon’s top security 
adviser Chung Eui-yong 
travelled to Pyongyang for 
an unprecedented meet-
ing with the North Korean 
leader.

There, Kim agreed to 
hold a bilateral summit 
with the South Korean 
President as well as US 
President Donald Trump.

South Korea earlier 
said Moon and Kim were 
likely to hold a telephone 

conversation before they 
meet on April 27. Their 
meeting is expected to be 
followed by the first-ever 
US-North Korea summit 
in May or early June.

The upcoming inter-
Korean summit will be 
the third of its kind after 
two summits held in 2000 
and 2007.

 It will be held on the 
South Korean side of the 
joint security area inside 
the heavily-fortified de-
militarised zone that di-
vides the two Koreas. 

This meeting makes 
Kim the first North Korean 
leader to step on South 
Korean soil since the end 
of the Korean War.

Is l a m a b a d , Ap r i l  2 0 
(IANS): Pakistan on Thurs-
day confirmed that the US 
will impose restrictions 
on the movement of the 
country’s diplomats and 
consular staff in Washing-
ton from May 1.

Comments from For-
eign Ministry spokesman 
Mohammad Faisal came 
a day after the US Under 
Secretary of State for Politi-
cal Affairs Thomas Shan-
non said in Washington on 
Tuesday that the US will 
place curbs on Pakistani 
diplomatic because Islam-
abad had already imposed 
similar restrictions on US 
diplomats in Pakistan.

“Regarding travel re-
strictions on Pakistani dip-
lomats in Washington, yes, 
we have received official 
communication regarding 
certain measures that the 
US intends to implement 
from May 1, 2018,” Xin-
hua quoted the Pakistani 

spokesman as saying.
“The issue is primarily 

of reciprocity. Both sides 
are in touch and we are 
hopeful that the matter 
will be resolved. We have 
nothing more to add to 
this at the moment,” Faisal 
said at his weekly briefing 
in Islamabad.

A US embassy spokes-
man in Islamabad evaded 
comments on his country’s 
restrictions on Pakistani 
diplomats but confirmed 
Pakistan’s restrictions.

“Yes, there are long-
standing restrictions on 
movement of diplomats, 
including Americans, in 
Pakistan,” the spokesper-
son said.

Pakistan and the US 
reportedly took tit-for-tat 
actions after a US embassy 
vehicle driven by Defense 
and Air Attaché of the US 
embassy in Islamabad, 
which killed a Pakistani 
motorcyclist in capital Is-

lamabad on April 7.
A police report in-

formed the investigators 
that the US diplomat had 
violated signals on the 7th 
Avenue-Margalla Road 
junction.

The Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said that the 
government awaits the 
outcome of preliminary 
investigations from Is-
lamabad Police, based 
on which further actions 
would be initiated against 
the US diplomat.

“He (diplomat) will be 
treated under Pakistan’s 
Diplomatic and Consular 
Privileges Act 1972, which 
gives effect to the Vienna 
Convention on Diplo-
matic Relations 1961 and 
Vienna Convention on 
Consular Relations 1963,” 
Faisal said when he was 
asked about a petition in 
the Islamabad High Court, 
seeking ban on the diplo-
mat from leaving Pakistan.

D a m a s c u s , Ap r i l  2 0 
(IANS): Syria has returned 
to France the top Légion 
d’honneur presented to 
President Bashar al-Assad 
in 2001, saying he would 
not wear the award of a 
country that was a “slave” 
to the US. The move came 
days after France said a 
“disciplinary procedure” 
for withdrawing the award 
was under way, the BBC 
reported. 
France had joined the US 
and the UK in bombing 
Syrian targets in retalia-
tion for an alleged chem-
ical weapons attack on 
Douma, the last rebel-held 
town in the Eastern Ghouta 

region outside Damas-
cus. More than 70 people 
were reportedly killed in 
the April 7 attack.

Former French Presi-
dent Jacques Chirac had 
decorated Assad with the 
highest class of the award, 
the grand-croix, after the 
latter took power following 
the death of his father.

“It is no honour for 
President Assad to wear a 
decoration attributed by a 
slave country and follower 
of the US that supports ter-
rorists,” the Syrian Foreign 
Ministry said in a state-
ment. The other recipi-
ents of the award included 
former dictators Benito 

Mussolini, Francisco Fran-
co and Colonel Muammar 
Gaddafi. Tunisia’s ousted 
former President Zine El 
Abidine Ben Ali received it 
in 1989 and Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin got it 
in 2006.

So far, only one foreign 
leader, former Panamian 
President Manuel Nor-
riega, has been stripped of 
the honour. 

Under French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron, 
Hollywood mogul Har-
vey Weinstein was also 
stripped of the award after 
a series of accusations of 
sexual harassment and 
rape.

London, April 20 (PTI): The British author-
ities have apologised over an incident in 
which an Indian flag in Parliament Square 
here was pulled down, torn and stomped 
on by groups protesting against atrocities 
in India during the visit of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.

Some demonstrators turned violent 
after the tricolour was torn down from 
one of the official flagpoles set up for all 53 
Commonwealth countries. 

The flag was replaced soon after India 
expressed deep anguish over the incident.

“We have expressed our concerns 
with the British authorities and they have 
apologised for the incident. We have been 

warning against some of these elements 
out to make trouble and they have assured 
us of action.  The Indian flag has now been 
replaced,” a senior Indian official associ-
ated with the prime minister’s visit said. 

A UK Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office (FCO) spokesperson said, “While 
people have the right to hold peaceful pro-
tests, we are disappointed with the action 
taken by a small minority in Parliament 
Square and contacted High Commissioner 
Yashvardhan Kumar Sinha as soon as we 
were made aware.

Prime Minister Modi is in the UK for bi-
lateral talks and the multilateral Common-
wealth Heads of Government Meeting

Beijing, April 20 (IANS): 
China on Friday defended 
Pakistan against Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s remark that Islama-
bad was a “terror export 
factory”, saying the country 
must be supported in the 
fight against “terrorism”.

Beijing also hinted the 
issue of terrorism will be on 
the agenda of discussion at 
the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO) when 
the eight-member block, 
joined by India and Pa-
kistan last year, holds its 
annual meeting at Chinese 
city Qingdao in June. 

At an event in London 
on Thursday, Modi said 
India will not tolerate those 
who export terror.

“When someone has 
put a terror export factory 
in place, attacks my peo-
ple, has no power to fight 
a war so attempts to attack 
behind the back... in such 
a case Modi knows to how 
to give a reply in the same 
language,” the Indian lead-
er had said in an obvious 
reference to Pakistan.

Asked about Modi’s 
remark, Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson 
Hua Chunying said: “Ter-
rorism is an enemy faced 
by all. The international 
community should work 
together to combat terror-
ism.” 

“Terrorism is an enemy 
faced by all. The interna-

tional community should 
work together to combat 
terrorism. The interna-
tional community should 
also support the efforts of 
Pakistan in fighting terror-
ism and cooperate with it,” 
Hua added.

China always comes to 
the rescue of its “all-weath-
er ally” Pakistan when it is 
pilloried for sheltering ter-
rorists. Beijing has invested 
over $50 billion in various 
infrastructure projects un-
der its ambitious Belt and 
Road programme. 

Asked if the issue of 
terrorism will be discussed 
at the Foreign Ministers’ 
meet of the SCO, Hua said: 
“As for the Foreign Minis-
ters’ meeting on terrorism, 
I believe it is a purpose of 
the SCO to promote rel-
evant cooperation in the 
field.”

India’s External Affairs 
Minister Sushma Swaraj 
will arrive in Beijing on 
Saturday and attend the 
foreign ministerial-level 
meeting of the SCO on 
Monday.

“Security has been a 
priority of the SCO since its 
inception. So the upcom-
ing Prime Minister’s SCO 
meeting will see partici-
pants exchanging views on 
the relevant issues. All par-
ticipants will uphold the 
SCO spirit to take forward 
the development of SCO,” 
Hua said.

Islamabad, April 20 (IANS): 
Pakistan’s anti-corruption 
body, the National Ac-
countability Bureau (NAB), 
on Friday approved an 
investigation into allega-
tions against former Presi-
dent Pervez Musharraf for 
“holding assets beyond 
means” and “wrongful use 
of authority”.

The former military 
ruler, who is currently liv-
ing in exile in Dubai, also 
faces high treason charges 
in Pakistan. He was de-
clared an absconder by 
an anti-terrorism court 
in the assassination of 
former Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto and had 
postponed his return to 
the country in March over 
security concerns, Geo 
News reported. 

On February 9, the Is-
lamabad High Court (IHC) 
had redefined NAB’s pow-

Washington, April 20 
(IANS): Former FBI Di-
rector James Comey has 
released memos docu-
menting his conversations 
with Donald Trump that 
includes the US President’s 
concerns about media 
leaks, investigation into 
former National Security 
Adviser Michael Flynn and 
Trump’s recollection of his 
Russian counterpart telling 
him that Russia had the 
“most beautiful hookers in 
the world”.

The Comey memos 
sent to Congress from the 
Justice Department on 
Thursday night included 
documentation of seven 
conversations he had with 
Trump from January 7, 
2017 to April 11, 2017. Four 
of the notes were classified 
and partially redacted and 
three of them were unclas-
sified, the Washington Post 
reported.

Details published in 
the notes were consistent 
with allegations in Comey’s 
new book, “A Higher Loy-
alty: Truth, Lies, and Lead-
ership”. The memos reveal 
the extent of Trump’s pre-
occupation with unproven 
allegations that he had 
consorted with prostitutes 
while in Moscow in 2013. 
Trump, according to the 

memos, repeatedly denied 
the allegations and per-
suaded Comey to help dis-
prove them, while also re-
calling being told by Putin 
that Russia has the “most 
beautiful prostitutes”.

Comey also wrote 
that the President said on 
January 27 he had “seri-
ous reservations” about 
Flynn. “The guy has seri-
ous judgment issues,” the 
former FBI head was told. 
Flynn was forced to resign 
over charges that he had 
lied to the FBI about his 
contacts with Russia. He is 
now cooperating with the 
probe into alleged Russian 
interference in the 2016 
election.

Comey wrote that he 
was asked by Trump to 

drop an inquiry into links 
between Flynn and Rus-
sia. “I hope you can see 
your way clear to letting 
this go, to letting Flynn 
go,” Trump was reported 
to have said after a White 
House meeting. Trump 
seized on the memos in a 
Twitter message and said: 
“James Comey Memos just 
out and show clearly that 
there was NO COLLUSION 
and NO OBSTRUCTION. 
Also, he leaked classified 
information. WOW! Will 
the Witch Hunt continue?”

Comey’s memo of his 
February 14, 2017, discus-
sion with Trump included 
a previously unreported 
exchange about trying to 
prevent leaks. At the time, 
he was upset that tran-

scripts of his phone con-
versations with the Mexi-
can and Australian leaders 
had appeared in The Wash-
ington Post.

Trump was also fo-
cussed on loyalty, as Comey 
said in Congressional testi-
mony and his book. In their 
final April 11 conversation, 
Comey wrote that Trump 
told him: “I have been very 
loyal to you, very loyal, we 
had that thing, you know.”

Comey said that he as-
sumed Trump was refer-
ring to his previous pledge 
for loyalty before his inau-
guration, where Comey re-
sponded he would provide 
“honesty”, and Trump re-
sponded, “honest loyalty”.

The former FBI chief 
was fired in May.

Trump’s complaint 
about the “cloud” hanging 
over him due to the Rus-
sia investigation was also 
included in the memos. 
In the same conversation, 
Trump also suggested he 
would sue Christopher 
Steele, the British ex-intel-
ligence officer who wrote 
the dossier, although he 
never did so.

The unredacted, classi-
fied version of the memos 
will be made available to 
Congress, the Department 
of Justice said.

Gaza City(Palestinian 
Territories), April 20 (PTI/
AFP): Thousands protest-
ed along the Gaza Strip’s 
border with Israel in a 
fourth straight Friday of 
mass demonstrations and 
clashes today, with two 
Palestinians shot dead by 
Israeli forces.

Gazans also flew doz-
ens of kites near the bor-
der fence, in some cases 
carrying Molotov cock-
tails, in a new tactic that 
had led to at least a couple 
of small fires in Israeli ter-
ritory this week.

The latest  deaths 
brought the toll of those 
killed by Israeli forces 
since March 30 to 36, with 
hundreds also wounded 
since then, according to 
Gaza’s health ministry.

Some 83 more were 
injured today, the minis-
try said.

Israel says it has only 
opened fire when neces-
sary to guard its border 
and prevent violence, 
but no Israelis have been 
wounded and its open-
fire rules have come un-
der scrutiny.

With the border pro-
tests posing a challenge 
to Israeli security forces, 

military aircraft dropped 
leaflets in the border 
area early Friday warning 
against approaching the 
fence.

Referring to the Islam-
ist movement that runs 
the Gaza Strip, the leaflet 
said: “You are participat-
ing in violent riots. The 
Hamas terror organisa-
tion is taking advantage 
of you in order to carry out 
terror attacks.” 

It added: “Stay away 

from the fence and do 
not attempt to harm it; 
avoid using weapons and 
committing violent acts 
against Israeli security 
forces and Israeli citizens.” 

Both Palest inians 
killed were shot east of 
Jabaliya in the north of 
the Gaza Strip, the health 
ministry said.

Israeli forces were us-
ing tear gas in addition to 
live fire.

Israel’s military said 

some 3,000 Palestinians 
were involved in “riots, at-
tempting to approach the 
security infrastructures, 
burning tyres adjacent to 
it and attempting to fly 
kites with burning items 
attached” to them.

He added that “behind 
it stands a determined 
people that is backing up 
the army.” 

Tens of thousands 
have gathered on previ-
ous Fridays as part of the 

protests near the border. 
The protests are meant to 
last six weeks, but peak on 
Fridays.

A smaller number 
have approached the 
fence and thrown stones 
or rolled burning tyres 
toward Israeli soldiers on 
the other side of the heav-
ily guarded fence.

Israel says firebombs 
and explosive devices 
have also been used.

It accuses Hamas, with 
whom it has fought three 
wars since 2008, of using 
the protests as cover to 
carry out violence.

Palestinians say pro-
testers are being shot 
while posing no threat to 
soldiers.

The European Union 
and UN chief Antonio 
Guterres have called for 
an independent investi-
gation into the deaths, but 
Israel has rejected it. The 
protests are calling for 
Palestinian refugees to be 
allowed to return to their 
former lands now inside 
Israel.

More than 700,000 
Palestinians were expelled 
or fled during the 1948 
war surrounding the crea-
tion of Israel.

ers allowing the bureau 
to investigate ex-military 
men, especially retired 
generals, and directed it 
to investigate Musharraf 
for his alleged corruption 
while in office.

Lt. Col. Inamur Ra-
him (retired) in 2014 ap-
proached the IHC seeking 
a probe into the alleged 
corruption by Mushar-
raf. In his complaint, the 

petitioner had asked NAB 
to hold an inquiry into the 
allegation that Musharraf 
in his nomination papers 
had declared assets which 
were beyond his known 
sources of income, accord-
ing to a report in Dawn 
daily.

Musharraf  ousted 
Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif in 1999. Rahim 
claimed that Musharraf as 

Chief of the Army Staff as 
well as Pakistan’s President 
had violated his oath ac-
cording to which he was 
duty bound to defend the 
country and protect its 
citizens.

Rahim had referred to 
Musharraf’s book, “In the 
Line of Fire”, and its chapter 
titled “Man Hunt” to point 
out that the former military 
ruler admitted to hand-
ing over a large number of 
people to the US “in order 
to make money”.

The NAB chairman, 
retired Justice Javed Iqbal, 
also ordered investigations 
against various current and 
former officials including 
Pakistan Muslim League-
Quaid leader Chaudhry 
Moonis Elahi for owning 
an offshore company and 
Bank of Punjab’s President 
for having assets beyond 
means.

Moscow, April 20 (IANS): Russian President Vladimir Putin 
is ready to meet his US counterpart Donald Trump follow-
ing an invitation by the latter, but Moscow is waiting for a 
detailed proposal, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov 
said on Friday.

Trump proposed a meeting with Putin at the White 
House in a phone conversation on March 20, Lavrov re-
called in an interview with Russia Today published on the 
Russian Foreign Ministry’s website, adding that Moscow 
hopes Trump will give specifics on his invitation.

Trump told reporters on the same day of the phone 
call that he intended to meet Putin “in the not too distant 
future”. However, Kremlin aide Yuri Ushakov said earlier 
that the prospects of organising the meeting have not 
been discussed since then, Xinhua news reported.

A new round of US sanctions against Russia and the 
US-led missile strikes on Syria added uncertainty to the 
possible Putin-Trump meeting. Talking about the risk 
of a military confrontation between Russia and the US, 
Lavrov said that he was absolutely confident that Putin 
and Trump will not allow an armed conflict to happen.

He said Russia noted that Trump expressed willing-
ness on Twitter and other occasions to solve problems and 
mend relations with Russia. “It’s better than not having 
those,” Lavrov said.
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Documentary to shed light on sexual 
allegations against singer R Kelly

Natalie Portman 
cancels attending 
Israeli award ceremony

Tom Cruise, Travolta ‘fighting’ over high rank in Scientology

Backstreet Boy AJ McLean wants to ‘disrupt’ country music

Shilpa feels ashamed after Kathua rape case

Deepika Padukone in 
Time 100 Influential 
People of 2018 list

Have a daughter for true empowerment — Kajol
Actress Kajol, mother to 15-year-old girl Nysa, says one needs to have a daughter 
to know what true empowerment is. Kajol, on Nysa’s 15th birthday on Friday, took 
to Twitter to wish her “breakthrough”. “If you want true women’s empowerment... 
Have a daughter. There is nothing that breaks through cultural biases, pre-con-
ceived notions, childhood conditioning faster than your own child! Happy happy 
birthday to my own little breakthrough Nysa,” Kajol tweeted. Kajol married actor 
Ajay Devgn in February 1999. In April 2003, she gave birth to Nysa and seven years 
later in September 2010, the couple had a son whom they named Yug. On the pro-
fessional front, Kajol was last seen in the Tamil film “VIP 2”, directed by Soundarya 
Rajnikanth. She will be seen in Pradeep Sarkar’s new film in which young National 
Award winning actor Riddhi Sen plays her son. (IANS)

A 
documentary titled “R Kelly: 
Sex, Girls and Videotapes” 
will shed light on the various 
sexual allegations against 
American R&B singer R. 

Kelly.
The BBC documentary will have 

Kelly’s former girlfriend of two years, 
Kitti Jones, publicly speak up 
about the abuse she suffered 
while dating the singer back 
in 2011, a statement said.

It will also delve on 
the several reports 
which claimed the 
51-year-old artiste 
“knowingly and in-
tentionally infected” 
a 19-year-old 
woman with STD.

In the docu-
mentary, which 
will air on Sunday, 
Jones claims that 
Kelly was “very 
abusive, physically, 
mentally, verbally. I 
think he gets some 
sort of satisfac-
tion within himself, 
knowing that he’s tak-
ing control over other 
people.”

She also confirmed that 

during her relationship, she was part 
of Kelly’s “sex dungeon” where she was 
forced to have sex with him and other 
people on “more than 10” occasions.

“I was introduced to one of the girls, 
that he told me he trained, since she 
was 14... those were his words. I saw 
that she was dressed like me, that she 

was saying the things I’d say and 
her mannerisms were like 

mine,” said Jones.
“That’s when it 

clicked in my head 
that he had been 
grooming me to 
become one of his 
pets, he calls them 
his pets,” she 
added. 

The docu-
mentary also has 
Rocky Bivens, 
Kelly’s former 
business manag-
er and right hand 
man for 14 years, 
claiming that the 
speculated wed-

ding ceremony be-
tween 27-year-old R 

Kelly and 15-year-old 
Aaliyah definitely took 

place.
IANS

A
ctors Tom Cruise and John 
Travolta, who are members 
of the Church of Scientology, 
are reportedly competing for a 
high rank.

Brendan Tighe, who was a Scientolo-
gist for 30 years, claims he witnessed 
this rivalry where the two actors were 
competing for the position under leader 
of the church, David Miscavige, reports 
dailymail.co.uk.

“Cruise is the only celeb with a direct 
line to Miscavige. Travolta and Kirstie 
Alley don’t have that. Travolta doesn’t 
get anything free, no one is giving him 
absurd gifts like an airplane hangar, 
custom-made bikes or over the top 
favours,” said Tighe.

Cruise also received the Freedom 
Medal of Valor, the highest award in 
Scientology given to its most dedicated 
member, at a special gala in the UK in 
2008. 

While Cruise receives the special 
treatment, Travolta felt he was the “fa-
vourite son” of leader Miscavige before 
the “Jack Reacher” actor came along, 

according to Tighe.
“It’s no secret that Cruise and Travolta 

despised each other. Travolta wasn’t in-
vited to Cruise’s wedding with Katie Hol-
mes, it told me everything. I can assure 
you Travolta doesn’t recognise Cruise as 
a superior in any way. When Cruise got 
that medal Travolta was so p***ed off,” 
he said.

IANS

S
inger AJ McLean, who 
has been long associated 
with the pop vocal group 
the Backstreet Boys, has 
opened up about a solo 

project and said he wants to dis-
rupt country music.

He had collaborated with 
country vocalists Florida Georgia 
Line in 2016 for the hit single “God, 

your mama, and me”. Entering 
into a new genre really inspired 
McLean.

“Doing that song with (FGL), 
‘God, your mama, and me’, and 
then doing ‘Crossroads’ (show), 
the Smooth Tour, just kind of being 
submerged in the whole Nashville 
scene, was so inspiring to me,” 
McLean told etonline.com. 

“And out of all genres, coun-
try is probably now one of my 
favourites. It’s all about telling a 
story; every song is so relatable 
to anyone, but my goal is a little 
different. I want to come in and I 
want to disrupt country. I want to 
shift. I want to shake things up just 
like FGL did. So you guys are in for 
a treat.”

He teased that he has been 
“doing some writing, as well as 
working with some very talented 
writers back in Nashville”.

Meanwhile, McLean, along 
with the rest of the Backstreet Boys 
members, have wrapped filming 
the music video for an yet-un-
known single.

IANS

A
ctress Shilpa Shetty 
Kundra says she is a 
proud Indian, but has 
been feeling ashamed 
after incidents like the 

Kathua rape case in which an 
eight-year-old was brutally gang 
raped and murdered in Jammu.

Speaking at a product launch 
here on Wednesday, Shilpa said: 
“I am not a politician...but this is 
not a good situation. As a mother, 
I can say this much it must have 
left every mother with a daughter 
feeling very unsafe and a lot of fear 
in their hearts.”

“We are living in a democratic 
country and stringent laws have 
to be put into place when it comes 
to rape. 

“Saying as much, as a mother 
and taxpaying citizen, I am very 
proud to be an Indian. However, I 
feel very ashamed when there are 
incidents like this,” Shilpa added.

“Some solutions must come 
and I am sure the government is 
working towards it. It is easy for 
us to just say it should be solved 
immediately but obviously there is 
a process,...” 

Shilpa has invested a huge 
amount in start-up Mamaearth, 
which is backed by consumer-

focussed capital firm Fireside 
Ventures and offers natural, toxin-
free products for mother and baby 
care.

Talking about her association, 
she said: “I am very proud to be 
associated with Mamaearth. They 
are toxin-free and hypoallergenic 
products for kids.”

Shilpa is a perfect example of 
empowered Indian women, she 

marks her presence count across 
many dimension, through movies, 
television, health care, education, 
and business as well.

Talking about people putting 
women down, Shilpa said: “I feel 
bad for people who are demotivat-
ing, it just shows their insecurity. 
And I don’t encourage such peo-
ple. Ignore them.”

IANS

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

11 am, 8 pm: Nanu Ki 
Jaanu (Hindi)

2 pm: Baaghi 2 (Hindi)

5 pm: Truth Or Dare (Eng)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

A
ctress Natalie Portman 
pulled out of an Israeli 
award ceremony in light 
of “recent events” in the 
country.

The Oscar-winning actress, who 
has dual Israeli-American citizenship 
was announced as the honouree in 
last November by The Genesis Prize 
Foundation with the Genesis Prize 
Laureate, Israel’s equivalent of the 
Nobel Prize, reports people.com.

The Foundation said in a state-
ment: “Recent events in Israel have 
been extremely distressing to her and 
she does not feel comfortable partici-
pating in any public events in Israel... 
She cannot in good conscience move 
forward with the ceremony.

“We are very saddened that she 
has decided not to attend the Genesis 
Prize Ceremony in Jerusalem for 

political reasons. We fear 
that Ms. Portman’s deci-
sion will cause our phil-
anthropic initiative to be 
politicized, something we 
have worked hard for the 
past five years to avoid.”

A representative for Port-
man, 36, did not immediately 
respond.

Due to the actress’ decision, 
the Foundation cancelled the award 
ceremony scheduled for June 28. The 
Genesis Prize is given to those who 
are considered an inspiration to the 
future generation of Jews through 
their commitment to Jewish values, 
social justice, tolerance and 
charity, according to 
the Foundation’s 
website.

IANS

D
eepika Padukone is 
the only Indian ac-
tress to feature in the 
Time 100 Influential 
People in the World, 

sharing space with names like 
Nicole Kidman, Gal Gadot, Greta 
Gerwig and Lena Waithe.

In the Time magazine, inter-
national star Vin Diesel, Deepika’s 
co-star in her Hollywood debut 
“xXx: Return of Xander Cage” has 
penned words of appreciation for 
her.

“Making that movie, Deepika 
took committed to a whole other 
level. That’s who she is as a per-
former. She wants the whole movie 
to shine, which is a rare thing.

“Anyone could talk about how 
beautiful she is, and anyone could 
tell you about her unmatched 
comedic timing. But she isn’t just a 
star. She’s an actor’s actor, dedicat-

ed to the craft,” Diesel wrote.
Deepika scored a success at the 

box office this year with the epic 
drama “Padmaavat” in which she 
played the title role.

One of the highest paid actors 
of Indian cinema today, she has 18 
brands in her portfolio and has a 
strong social media presence.

Apart from her work as an ar-
tiste, Deepika’s philanthropic side 
has seen her spreading awareness 
on the condition of mental illness. 
She has spoken about her bat-
tle with depression and has been 
working towards creating aware-
ness with her NGO The Live Love 
Laugh Foundation (TLLF). 

The Time magazine list also 
features actress Meghan Markle, 
who will become a British royal 
family member upon her wedding 
to Prince Harry next month.

IANS
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IPL: Kings XI Punjab beat 
Sunrisers Hyderabad by 15 runs

La Liga: Juanmi double blows hole in Atletico Madrid  title hopes

Embiid shines in playoff debut, 
Trail Blazers on the brink

Pacquiao says age no barrier to success

Australia in no hurry to 
appoint coach, team leadership

Nadal eases into Monte 
Carlo Masters semis

Rafael Nadal

Joel Embiid, wearing a mask to protect his face, drives to the basket 
in Game 3 of the playoff series in Miami.

Australia Chairman David Peever

Kings XI Punjab batsman Chris Gayle  celebrates reaching his century during IPL T20 cricket match against Sunrisers Hyderabad in Mohali on Thursday. 
PTI

 Ricardo Centurion of Argentina’s Racing Club celebrates his goal against Brazil’s Vasco Da Gama during a Copa Libertadores soccer match in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, April 19, 2018.
AP/PTI

Mohali, April 20 (IANS): 
A brilliant all-round effort 
helped Kings XI Punjab 
beat Sunrisers Hyderabad 
by 15 runs in an Indian 
Premier League match here 
on Thursday.

First,  Chris Gayle’s 
unbeaten 104-run knock 
helped Punjab posted a 
mammoth 193/3 and then, 
its bowlers managed to re-
strict the visitors to 178/4 in 
their allotted 20 overs.

Chasing a  massive 
target, Hyderabad never 
looked in contention as the 
visitors lost wickets at regu-
lar intervals. Hyderabad’s 
in-form opener Shikhar 
Dhawan got injured on his 
first ball and from then, 
the required rate kept on 
increasing and none of the 
batsmen scored freely.

Skipper Kane William-
son (54) and middle-order 
batsman Manish Pandey 
(57 not out), however tried 
to narrow the gap between 
the runs but lack of support 
from other batters costly 
hugely.

Yusuf Pathan (19) and 
Shakib Al Hasan (24 not 
out) also displayed the 
signs of coming back to 
form but could not contrib-
ute handsomely.

For Punjab, Mohit Shar-
ma and Andrew Tye took 
two wickets each.

Earlier, Gayle struck a 
63-ball 104, laced with 11 
sixes and a boundary to set 
the jam-packed stadium 
on fire.

Opting to bat, Punjab 
started on a cautious note 
as openers Lokesh Rahul 

(18) and Gayle stitched a 
53-run partnership for the 
opening wicket.

Afghan leg-spinner 
Rashid Khan drew first 
blood for Hyderabad, dis-
missing Rahul in the eighth 
over.

Medium pacer Sid-
darth Kaul provided anoth-
er jolt to the hosts, packing 
back incoming batsman 
Mayank Agarwal (18) in the 

11th over.
Gayle was then joined 

by Karun Nair (31 off 21 
balls; 4x3, 6x1) and the duo 
shared a 85-run partner-
ship for the third wicket, 
taking Punjab past the 150 
run mark.

By then, Gayle had 
brought up his sixth IPL 
ton in just 58 deliveries, 
with a squeezy drive to 
point off Kaul and there-

after unleashing his trade-
mark ‘Baby in the arms’ 
celebration.

Pacer Bhuvneshwar 
Kumar got rid-off Nair in 
the 18th over but Gayle 
continued to hammer eve-
ry Hyderabad bowler.

A u s t r a l i a n  A a r o n 
Finch’s 14 not out off 6 
balls in the final moments 
propelled Punjab to a mas-
sive total even as Gayle 

remained a spectator at the 
other end.

For Hyderabad, Bhuv-
neshwar, Rashid and Kaul 
bagged one wicket apiece.

Brief Scores: Kings XI Pun-
jab 193/3 (Chris Gayle 104 
not out, Karun Nair 31; 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar 1/25) 
vs Sunrisers Hyderabad 
178/4 (Manish Pandey 57 
not out; Andrew Tye 2/23) .

Miami, April 20 (AFP): Joel 
Embiid scored 23 points in 
his postseason debut as the 
Philadelphia 76ers crushed 
the Miami Heat 128-108 to 
grab a 2-1 lead in their first 
round playoff series.

Embiid, who wore a 
mask to protect a broken 
bone in his face, returned 
from a 10-game absence 
and helped seal the victory 
by scoring seven straight 
points for the Sixers down 
the stretch.

Dario Saric and Mar-
co Belinelli combined to 
score 42 points while Ben 
Simmons finished with 19 
points, 12 rebounds and 
seven assists for Philadel-
phia in front of a crowd of 
19,800 at Miami’s Ameri-
can Airlines Arena.

“It was annoying,” Em-
biid said of the black car-
bon fibre mask. “But that 
was the only way I could 
play in this game, if I wore 
the mask and protected my 
face with goggles. I had to 
work through it and I did.”

Game four of the best-
of-seven Eastern Confer-
ence series is Saturday in 
Miami.

Embiid wasn’t even 
supposed to play Thursday. 
Many thought he would 
be out of the lineup longer 
due to the severity of the 
injury. He had to get a doc-
tor’s clearance from the 
team and league approval 
for the mask and goggle 
combination that some-
times slipped off his face.

“I am just so proud of 
what he did,” said Phila-
delphia coach Brett Brown.

The 76ers won for 
the 18th time in their last 
19 games and reclaimed 
home-court advantage in 
the series.

Goran Dragic scored 23 
points, Justise Winslow had 
19 and Josh Richardson 
scored 14 in the loss.

In New Orleans, Nikola 
Mirotic scored a career 
playoff-best 30 points and 
the Pelicans beat the Port-
land Trail Blazers 119-102 
to take a stranglehold 3-0 

Melbourne, April 20 (Re-
uters):  Cricket Australia 
(CA) will not be hurried into 
making a decision on their 
new coach and captain 
and vice-captain for their 
one-day side until the team 
for their tour of England is 
named, board chairman 
David Peever said on Friday.

CA are looking for a new 
coach for the men’s team 
after Darren Lehmann 
stepped down in the wake 
of the ball-tampering scan-
dal in South Africa, while 
captain Steve Smith and 
vice-captain David Warner 
were both suspended for 
12 months. Wicketkeeper 
Tim Paine replaced Smith 
for the final match of the 
series against South Africa 
but was named as captain 
for the test side only.

“The board has asked 
management to provide 
recommendations regard-
ing candidates for the men’s 
head coach, ODI (one-day 
international) captain and 

Roquebrune-Cap-Martin 
(France), April 20 (IANS): 
Spain’s Rafael Nadal on 
Friday advanced to the 
semi-finals of the Mon-
te Carlo Masters after he 
dominated Austria’s Do-
minic Thiem in a 6-0, 6-2 
victory.

It took just an hour and 
eight minutes for the world 
No.1 Spaniard to win and 
now he is two victories 
away from a record 31st 
ATP World Tour Masters 
1000 title and an 11th title 
in Monte Carlo, reports Efe.

“It was a perfect match. 

The ball speed suited me. 
I felt comfortable on the 
court,” the 31-year-old 
said. “Dominic is one of 
the best players. I am very 
satisfied.”

I n  t h e  u p c o m i n g 
round, Nadal is set to take 
on Bulgaria’s Grigor Dim-
itrov, who defeated Bel-
gium’s David Goffin 6-4, 
7-6(5) in the quarter-finals.

It took the world No. 5 
one hour and 46 minutes 
to prevail over world No. 
10 Goffin for the seventh 
time out in eight career 
encounters.

San Sebastian (Spain), 
April 17 (AFP):  A brace 
from late substitute Juan-
mi sealed a precious 3-0 
win for Real Sociedad on 
Thursday to virtually end 
Atletico Madrid’s fading 
hopes of challenging for 
the Spanish league title.

With a 12-point deficit 
to Barcelona, Atletico were 
already facing an uphill 
task to overhaul the runa-
way La Liga leaders.

Now with only five 
games remaining, Diego 
Simeone’s men would be 
forgiven for focusing their 
remaining efforts on mak-
ing sure they finish second 
ahead of Real Madrid -- 
now just three points adrift 
-- and their bid to win the 
Europa League.

Atletico face Arsenal 
in the semi-finals of Eu-
rope’s second tier compe-
tition next week. Simeone 
warned on Tuesday his side 
would have to start im-
proving if they were to stop 
star striker Antoine Griez-
mann from being lured to 
a rival club. Barcelona and 
England’s Premier League 
are, according to reports, 
his favoured destinations.

And after this perform-

ance, the Argentine should 
have even more reason for 
concern.

Although well clear of 
the relegtion zone, this 
match was a matter of 
pride for Sociedad -- and 
the hosts made it show on 
their way to handing Atleti-
co only their fourth league 
defeat of the campaign.

Livelier from the out-
set, Sociedad took a 27th 
minute lead when Willian 
Jose pounced on a deliv-
ery from Belgian Adnan 
Januzaj to beat Jan Oblak 
down low.

Two minutes later 
Griezmann produced his 
first real threat, but the 
French forward’s left-foot-
ed effort from inside the 
area sailed high and wide.

The hosts responded 
well, Aritz Elustondo, and 
Sergio Canales, twice, test-
ing Oblak’s reflexes before 
the half-time interval.

Simeone replaced An-
gel Correa with veteran 
Fernando Torres for the 
second half, but the former 
Liverpool striker failed to 
conjur up the magic.

Sociedad continued 
to press and, as a conse-
quence, earned the lion’s 

share of chances in a domi-
nant second half.

Raul Navas saw a head-
er go just wide on the hour 
from a Canales cross while 
minutes later Oblak got 
down smart with his body 
to block a shot from Janu-
zaj. A Torres header sailed 
wide on 65 minutes and 
another header from Sime 
Vrsaljko moments later was 
also off target.

Juanmi replaced Mikel 
Oyarzabal on 71 minutes 
and sent the Anoeta stadi-
um into raptures less than 
eight minutes later when 
he ran on to Jose’s ball to 
beat Oblak.

With no wind left in 
their sails, Atletico were 
cast adrift in added-on 
time when Juanmi beat the 
offside trap and ran on to 
a through ball to beat the 
onrushing Oblak with a 
delightful chip from eight 
yards out. At the other end 
of the table, Malaga were 
relegated after losing 1-0 to 
fellow strugglers Levante.

Ghanaian star Em-
manuel Boateng scored 
the only goal in the third 
minute of injury time to 
condemn Malaga to the 
drop.

lead in their best-of-seven 
series.

“I never thought I’d 
score 30 or something like 
that,” Mirotic said. “I’m just 
trying to play simple. If I 
have a shot, take a shot, so 
I need to give credit to my 
teammates.”

Anthony Davis had 28 
points and 11 rebounds 
for New Orleans, who are 
hoping to reach the second 
round of the postseason for 
the first time since 2008.

They can achieve that 
goal with a win in game 
four on Saturday.

Mirotic, acquired in a 
midseason trade after De-
Marcus Cousins’ season-
ending injury, made 12 
of 15 shots. He drained 
three-pointers, finished 
off fast-break layups and 
made clutch dunks.

Damian Lillard led 
Portland with 20 points 
but also missed nine of 14 
shots. CJ McCollum scored 
22 and Al-Farouq Aminu 
added 21 in the loss.
Durant leads Warriors to 
3-0 lead over mourning 
Spurs

Playing basketball 
seemed trivial to the Spurs 
following the death of Erin 
Popovich.

They competed as 
best they could Thurs-
day night. It just wasn’t 

enough against Golden 
State, again.

Kevin Durant had 26 
points, nine rebounds and 
six assists, and the Warriors 
beat San Antonio 110-97 
for a 3-0 series lead over 
the Spurs, who were still 
reeling from the death of 
Gregg Popovich’s wife.

“It was a perfect setup 
for a letdown,” Golden 
State forward Draymond 
Green said. “I don’t say that 
to be insensitive at all to the 
situation. We all take this 
basketball stuff serious and 
we want to win, but when 
you start talking life and 
death, a game doesn’t mat-
ter. But yet we still wanted 
to come out and try to win 
the game.”

The Warriors can close 
the first-round series with 
a win Sunday afternoon in 
San Antonio in Game 4.

“It’s hard to think about 
that for me, personally, 
right now because there 
is other stuff bigger than 
basketball,” Spurs veteran 
Tony Parker said.

The Spurs were play-
ing a day after the death of 
Erin Popovich, who passed 
away after battling an un-
disclosed long-term illness. 
Erin and Gregg Popovich 
were married four decades 
and have two children and 
two grandchildren.

Kuala Lumpur, April 20 (AFP) : Philippine 
boxing legend Manny Pacquiao insisted 
Friday that his advancing years were no 
barrier to success as he gears up for a show-
down against world champion Lucas Mat-
thysse. Pacquiao, 39, will fight the Argentine 
-- four years his junior -- for the World Box-
ing Association welterweight belt on July 15 
in Malaysia’s capital Kuala Lumpur.

The Filipino has won an unprecedent-
ed eight world titles in different weight 
classes but some have raised questions 
about his ability to box at the top of his 
game due to his age.

But at a joint press conference with 
Matthysse in Kuala Lumpur, he dismissed 
such concerns. “It’s not about a number, it’s 
not about age, that doesn’t matter,” he said.

“It depends how you discipline yourself 
in training, how you prepare.”

Pacquiao said that the fight against 
Matthysse would not be his last, as he 
wants the final bout of his career to take 
place in his homeland.

“Definitely this is not my last fight,” he 
said. “I think I still have got a couple of more 
fights (until I) retire.”

Pacquiao is currently a senator in the 
Philippine parliament and many in the 
country believe he will one day run for 
president, although the boxer has insisted 
he is happier in the ring than politics.

He conceded that it was “not easy” to 
juggle being a top-level boxer and politi-
cian.

Matthysse -- who took the vacant 
WBA welterweight title in January -- has 
expressed confidence that he can beat 
Pacquiao, describing the Filipino as a di-
minished star.

ODI vice-captain,” Peever 
said in a statement after a 
board meeting on Friday.

“The board is anticipat-
ing receiving these recom-
mendations in the coming 
weeks, with a view to mak-
ing appointments ahead of 
the ODI Tour to the UK.

“Once these appoint-
ments have been endorsed 
and finalised, announce-
ments can then be made.”

Australia tour England 
in June for five one-day 
internationals and a one-off 

Twenty20 fixture.
CA were forced to is-

sue a statement earlier this 
week denying media re-
ports that former opening 
batsman Justin Langer had 
already been appointed as 
coach. Top-order batsman 
Aaron Finch, who led the 
Twenty20 side before giv-
ing way to Smith after CA 
consolidated the role for all 
three formats, has already 
said he would happily take 
on the captaincy of the lim-
ited overs side if asked.
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Chelsea beat Burnley to keep alive top four hopes Bengaluru thrash East 
Bengal in Super Cup final

Kohima League cup to 
be inaugurated today

Amam to drive Moatsu 
motor rally in Mokokchung

Wenger's Gunners revolution 
was glorious but unsustained

Sankiton SC takes home LSU Martyrs’ trophy 

Leicester hold 
Southampton 
to goalless 
draw

Victor Moses celebrates with teammates after scoring Chelsea’s second.

NSF president Christopher Ltu and colleagues, LSU officials, 
match officials and players before the final match on Friday.

EM Images

London, April 20 (IANS): 
Chelsea kept alive their 
hopes of qualifying for the 
next football season's UEFA 
Champions League after 
beating hosts Burnley 2-1 in 
an English Premier League 
(EPL) match.

Victor Moses on Thurs-
day scored the winner in 
the 69th minute as Chelsea 
moved to within five points 
of fourth-placed Totten-
ham Hotspur, who have 
68 points from 34 games. 
Liverpool are third with 
70 points, reports Xinhua 
news agency.

Antonio Conte's team 
went ahead in the 20th 
minute as Moses burst 
down the right and his cross 
went in off Kevin Long for 
an own goal.

Burnley levelled the 
score in the 64th minute 
thanks to Ashley Barnes, 
who deflected in Johann 
Berg Gudmundsson's shot. 

Chelsea restored their 
lead in five minutes through 
Moses. Emerson Palmeri's 
cross found the Nigerian 
wing-back at the far post 
and he fired in.

Burnley, who had their 
five-match winning streak 
snapped, remained at sev-
enth, two points behind 
Arsenal and eight ahead of 
Leceister, who were held to 

HOLLOTOLI SCHOOL
REGISTRATION NOTICE 

2018-19 
Registration open for Class XI Arts, Science and Commerce stream 

•	 Registration	form	can	be	downloaded	from	the	school	website	www.hollotolischool.org	or	
from	the	school	office	between	09:	00	AM	-	02:00	PM.	(20th	April	2018	onwards)	

•	 Last	date	of	registration:	27th	April	2018.	
•	 Entrance	Test.	28th	April	2018	(09	00	AM	-	12	00	PM)	followed	by	interview.
•	 For	further	information,	kindly	contact	8415924391,	03862-234175	(09:00	AM	-	02:00	PM)	

Separate	building	for	boys	and	girls	boarders

a goalless draw by South-
ampton.

"Tonight I saw a great 
team spirit," Chelsea coach 
Conte was quoted as saying 
by his club's website. "It's 
not simple to play against 
Burnley. If you give them a 
bit of space, they are ready 
to put these long balls in 
and be dangerous with the 
second ball.

"We forced them to play 
these long balls, but when 

they played them from their 
own half of the pitch, it's 
less dangerous.

‘We showed great spirit. 
We didn't show this spirit in 
the first half against South-
ampton. We were a disaster. 
But in the second half and 
today, we must be pleased. 
It's a great pleasure to see 
my players with this com-
mitment, desire and will to 
fight for the ball."

Conte decided to start 

both strikers Olivier Gi-
roud and Alvaro Morata 
in tandem. Although nei-
ther scored in the 2-1 win 
- despite Morata having 
chances to do so, Conte 
was pleased with the pair's 
effort.

"They did a great job. 
Giroud and Morata played 
a fantastic game and sac-
rificed themselves greatly 
without the ball. They put 
great pressure on the ball 

in every moment. We sur-
prised Burnley with our two 
strikers who created a lot of 
difficulty for their central 
defenders," he said.

"To see Giroud and Mo-
rata playing in this way, to 
see these good combina-
tions and links between 
them, and then their desire 
to run and press without 
the ball, this is the right way 
to have satisfaction in the 
future.

So u t h a m p t o n  r e -
mained deep in rel-
egation trouble after 

they were held to a 0-0 
draw at a lacklustre Leices-
ter City in the Premier 
League on Thursday.

Leicester, managed by 
former Southampton boss 
Claude Puel, have now 
gone five home match-
es without a win but the 
Saints produced little to 
scare them.

Jamie Vardy went clos-
est for the Foxes, forcing 
a fine save out of Alex 
McCarthy in the second 
half and Riyad Mahrez 
shot just wide in the latter 
stages.

Southampton, in 18th 
place, are four points 
away from safety with four 
games remaining and face 
Chelsea on Sunday in the 
FA semi-finals.

“We hoped to get more 
out of the game and we 
had a couple of chances,” 
Southampton manager 
Mark Hughes told the 
BBC.

Bhubaneswar, April 20 (IANS): Skipper Sunil Chhetri led 
from the front with a brace as Bengaluru FC thrashed 
10-man East Bengal 4-1 to win the inaugural Super Cup 
football tournament here on Friday.

Chhetri scored off a penalty in the 69th minute before 
exploiting some poor marking by the East Bengal defence 
to head in his second in the 90th.

An accurate header by Rahul Bheke (40th) and a superb 
finish by Nicoals Fedor (71st) brought the other goals for 
Bengaluru. East Bengal striker Ansumana Kromah (28th) 
had earlier put the Kolkata giants in the lead with an excel-
lent back volley.

Bangaluru have won five trophies during the brief 
period they have been in existence, which include two 
I-League titles and an equal number of Federation Cup 
crowns apart from the inaugural edition of the Super Cup.

East Bengal took the lead off a corner when a deflection 
found its way to Kromah who scored with an acrobatic 
back volley. Bheke found the equaliser for Bengaluru to-
wards the end of the first half with an accurate header off 
a corner.

East Bengal were reduced to 10 men just before the 
break when their right-back Samad Mallik was sent off for 
a punch into the face of Bengaluru's Subhasish Bose after 
being at the end of a somewhat rash tackle.

The second half saw more open football with Bengal-
uru creating the better chances.

Bengaluru were awarded a penalty following a hand 
ball by East Bengal's Gurwinder Singh inside the penalty 
box. Chhetri stepped forward to punch in the spot kick and 
give Bengaluru the lead. 

Bengaluru increased the lead when Victor Pérez Alonso 
won the ball at the halfway line and played a one-two with 
Antonio Rodríguez Dovale before finding Fedor at the top 
of the East bengal penalty box. Fedor's half turn and stun-
ning finish from just inside the penalty area bulged the 
net as East Bengal goalkeeper C.K. Ubaid was reduced to 
a mere spectator. Chhetri then went on to put the last nail 
into East Bengal's coffin as Bengaluru won the title in style.

Kohima, April 20 (EMN): The Kohima League Club 
cup for the 2nd edition of the Kohima Football 
League (KFL) will be inaugurated on April 21 at 
2:00pm at the WTF, near the Cathedral in Kohima.

Kovi Meyase, joint secretary of the Land Resourc-
es department, will be patron of the event.

Eight teams are in the fray: Ziekezou Sporting 
Club , New Market FC, United 16 FC , Khriekesa FC, 
Nagabazar FC, Vanguard FC, Sechii Zubza FC, and 
Twenty XI FC. They will vying for the 2nd edition of 
KFL to be organized by the Kohima Town Club.

The organisers have invited the eight teams and 
well wishers to the program. The league is expected 
to start by the third week of May and continue till 
June.

Kohima Town Club was formed on Dec. 1 2016 
with the motto 'For the community, for the game,' 
initiated mostly by former sports personalities, par-
ticular ex-footballers  and few other professionals in 
their respective fields.

In 2017, the KTC successfully organized the first 
KFL in 2017. Ziekezou Sporting Club took the cham-
pionship while New Market FC was the runner-up.   

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, April 20 (EMN): 
The Adventure and Motors-
ports Association of Mokokc-
hung (Amam) will be hosting 
the 4th edition of the Mokok-
chung autocross rally on May 
3 and the 4th.

Speaking to media persons 
during a press conference, 
Amam officials said that the 
Mokokchung autocross would 
be held at the Imkongmeren 
Sports Complex on May 3, 
besides the first-ever Moatsu 
Sprint on May 4 at Yimchalu 
village, some 15 km away from 
Mokokchung town.

The organisers are expect-
ing participants from Assam, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Megha-
laya, and Delhi, besides com-
petitors from across the state.

Along with Amam's tech-

nical team a 'rookie riders 
group' would be assisting 
the organisers on the techni-
cal field during the two-day 
event.

It was informed that the 
competition would be held 
in three classes viz. below 
1300cc, above 1300cc and SUV 
category. The total cash prize 
for the winners would be INR 
2.35 lakh along with trophy 
and certificates.

Forms will be available on-
line for free at the group's offi-
cial website www.amam.co.in 
and at Bio-medical pharmacy, 
below Imlong place. Interested 
persons may submit the forms 
to amammokokchung@gmail.
com. They are asked to contact 
the organisers at 9612316319 
and 9436014199 for further 
information.

Our Correspondent
Wokha, April 20 (EMN): 
Sankiton Sporting Club 
has defeated Proximos 
Football Club 2-1 in the 
final match of the 19th edi-
tion of the Lotha Students’ 
Union (LSU) Martyrs’ Tro-
phy. The match  was played 
at the public ground of 
Wokha on Fri. April 20.

The winners walked 
away with Rs.45, 000 along 
with the trophy while the 
runner-up Proximos FC 
went home richer by Rs.25, 
000 and a trophy. 

Earlier, the president of 
the Naga Students’ Federa-
tion (NSF) Kesosul Christo-
pher Ltu attended the clos-
ing ceremony as a special 
guest. In his address, Ltu 
paid homage to the depart-
ed duo the late Thungkho-

When Arsenal appointed Ar-
sene Wenger as their man-
ager in 1996 there were no 

shortage of sceptics, wondering what 
exactly in the Frenchman’s past made 
him suitable for such a prestigious 
role. His playing career was barely 
noticed and as a manager it had been 
eight years since he had won his only 
French league title with Monaco. He 
had spent the previous 18 months 
coaching Nagoya Grampus Eight in 
Japan’s J League, far from the centre 
of football power.

The Arsenal squad Wenger inher-
ited had been assembled by George 
Graham, a charismatic and tough 
Scotsman who made the quietly spo-
ken and studious new arrival appear 
an incongruous figure.

Even before he officially took over, 
he was shaping the revolution he was 
to lead, instructing vice-chairman 
David Dein, who was the key figure 
behind bringing Wenger to the club, to 
buy French midfielders Patrick Vieira 
and Emmanuel Petit.

Wenger then set about altering the 
culture of a team that was among the 
most traditionally English, changing 
diets, training methods and playing 
style. Arsenal had won two league 
titles under Graham with a highly-
effective formula for England’s top 
flight at the time. They boasted a 
superb, almost militarily-drilled, back 
four, combative hard-working mid-
fielders, pace on the wings and target 
men up top.

Wenger wanted to see something 
different and, encouraged by Dein, 
understood that there was plenty 
that English football could learn from 
France, who two years later would 
become world champions.

Yet Wenger was smart enough to 
realise that he had inherited the best 
defence in the league and there was 
little point in discarding it.

Fullbacks Lee Dixon and Nigel 
Winterburn and central defenders 
Adams and Steve Bould provided 
the necessary foundation for a side 
which boasted the brilliant Dutch 
forward Dennis Bergkamp and the 
goal-hungry Ian Wright.

DOUBLE DELIGHT
Vieira was a revelation, powering 
from box-to-box in midfield, and the 
introduction of French forward Nico-
las Anelka and Dutch winger Marc 
Overmars helped the Gunners win 
the 1998 Premier League and FA Cup 
double — their first since 1971.

Perhaps Wenger’s most inspired 
signing came in 1999 when he bought 
Thierry Henry, a known talent who 
had been struggling as a winger in 
Serie A with Juventus.

Wenger turned Henry into a strik-
er and was rewarded handsomely as 
the Frenchman went on to become 
the club’s record scorer with 228 goals 
in all competitions, 32 in 2001-02 as 
Arsenal claimed a second double.

Another FA Cup triumph followed 
a year later, but it is the 2003-04 cam-
paign that will go down as Wenger’s 
finest hour as his ‘Invincibles’ cap-
tured the league title without losing 
a game.

That was, however, to be his last 
Premier League title. With the club 
having to operate on a tighter budget 
to finance their move to the Emirates 
Stadium, Wenger struggled to com-
pete with big-spending Chelsea and 
Ferguson’s United.
EUROPEAN DISAPPOINTMENT
Surprisingly for a manager who was 
able to fuse continental style with 
British energy and aggression, Wenger 
never managed to win a European 
trophy.

The closest he came to success 
was the 2006 Champions League 
final against Barcelona in Paris, when 
keeper Jens Lehmann was sent off in 
the 18th minute.

Arsenal grabbed the lead through 
Sol Campbell in the first half and were 
14 minutes away from an amazing 10-
man triumph that would have been 
the crowning moment of Wenger’s 
career. Two late Barca goals, however, 
sank their hopes.

The Frenchman increasingly put 
his faith in young players, but they 
were never able to match the bril-
liance of Henry and Bergkamp, and 
his foreign signings were not of their 
previous vintage.

London, April 20 (IANS): Arsenal's 
head coach Arsene Wenger an-
nounced on Friday that he is to leave 
at the end of the current football 
season, marking an end of an era at 
the north London club where the 
Frenchman has been in charge for 
22 years.

In a statement, the coach said he 
had decided to step down following 
careful consideration and discus-
sions with the club, reports Efe.

"I am grateful for having had 
the privilege to serve the club for so 
many memorable years," said the 
68-year-old in a statement. 

"I urge our fans to stand behind 
the team to finish on a high, to all 
the Arsenal lovers, take care of the 
values of the club, My love and sup-
port for ever."

With Wenger at the helm since 
1996, the club, popularly known as 
the Gunners, have gone on to win 
three league titles and seven FA 
Cups, including two doubles, but the 
Champions League has remained 
painfully out of reach; Arsenal lost 
1-2 to Barcelona in the 2006 final.

He presided over what was argu-
ably Arsenal's most legendary team, 
the so-called Invincibles, who, led 
by fellow Frenchmen Thierry Henry 
and Patrick Vieira, famously won 
the 2003-04 top-flight title without 
losing a single match.

That success perhaps dogged the 
north London side, however. 

Aside from securing the FA Cup 
title the following year, Arsenal's 
track record entered a period of 
drought until the 2013/14 season, 
when they narrowly beat Hull City 
3-2 in the FA Cup final. 

Although Wenger's side, now 
featuring the likes of Mesut Ozil, 
went on to win the FA Cup for three 
consecutive years, the team's fail-
ure to challenge for the league title 
and its apparent inability to make 
it past the Champions League pre-
quarterfinals stirred disgruntle fans. 

Calls for the head coach to step 
aside grew over recent seasons. But 
his parting comes as a major change 
for Arsenal's image. 

Majority owner Stan Kroenke 
said: "This is one of the most diffi-
cult days we have ever had in all our 
years in sport."

The club said it would find a 
replacement for Wenger as soon as 
possible.

Coach Wenger to 
leave Arsenal at 
season-end after 

22 years

mo Ezung and Chumdamo 
Tungoe in whose honour 
and memory the trophy 
was organised.

The president of the 
apex Naga students’ body 
expressed enthusiasm at 
the growing number of 
talents in Nagaland espe-
cially in the field football. 

However, he lamented and 
expressed concern at the 
use of intoxicants and issue 
of substance abuse among 
talented Naga youths, 
which he observed was 
affecting many talents. 
He has urged the players 
to shun substance abuse 
while encouraging them 

to take up sports profes-
sionally and not only as a 
hobby.

Also, the NSF chief 
urged the players and stu-
dents to pursue discipline 
in their lives to excel not 
only in sports but in life 
as well.

As a gesture of encour-
agement to the budding 
talents, Ltu announced 
that the NSF would spon-
sor the winning team's 
jerseys and other sport 
kits for participation in the 
NSF trophy. The special 
guest also sponsored the 
individual prizes of the 
tournament. 

Image: NSF president 
Christopher Ltu and his 
colleagues, LSU officials, 
match officials and players 
before the final match.


