
Maneka Gandhi 

A delegation led by the Nagaland Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio calls on the Union Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh, in New Delhi on Thursday.
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The scene of accident at the Secretariat Road in Kohima on Thursday.
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New Delhi, April 19 (PTI): Nagaland Chief 
Minister Neiphiu Rio today met Home Min-
ister Rajnath Singh and discussed with him 
various issues concerning the state.

During the 20-minute meeting, the 
chief minister apprised the home minister 
of the security situation in the Northeastern 
state and the issues on which the state gov-

ernment requires the Centre's support such 
as improvement of police infrastructure, a 
spokesperson said.

Union Minister of State for Home 
Hansraj Gangaram Ahir, Union Home Sec-
retary Rajiv Gauba, and senior officers from 
the Ministry of Home Affairs and the Na-
galand government attended the meeting.

Dimapur, April 19 (EMN): 
The People’s Democratic 
Alliance (PDA) cabinet has 
approved the introduction 
of mini-hornbill festivals 
in all the districts of Naga-
land coinciding with the 
tribal festivals, according to 
a DIPR report. 

The cabinet extended 
its approval on April 16, it 
stated. During his budg-
et speech, Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio had proposed 
to promote tribal festivals 
in the form of mini-hornbill 
festivals. Accordingly the 
cabinet has proposed to 
organise the mini-hornbill 
festivals according to the 
following schedule: (See 
table)

“The actual dates of the 
festival will be decided by 
the deputy commissioners 
in consultation with the 
tribal hohos. A committee 

Meeting between chief minister and 
landowners ends compensation hurdle  

Rio discuss Nagaland’s 
security with Rajnath

Cabinet gives nod to mini-hornbill festivals 

A day of accidents in Kohima

Drive without borders: One 
nation, one road tax proposed 

Dimapur-Zubza railway 
project back on track

NDPP is now a recognised political party 

Maneka Gandhi wants special police 
cells to deal with sexual offences 

Every 15 minutes, a child is subjected 
to sexual offence in India – CRY
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 31° 18°

Agartala 35° 26°

Gangtok 24° 12°

Guwahati 33° 21°

Imphal 30° 17°

Itanagar 27° 18°

Shillong 23° 15°

Delhi 39° 21°

Kolkata 38° 26°

Chennai 37° 28°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 23° 14°
DIMAPUR 30° 19°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 2mm 89%
DIMAPUR 5mm 92%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals

WEATHER
TEMPERATURE

No matter what people 
tell you, words and 

ideas can change the 
world. 

~ Robin Williams
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Mirror Takes

Hey you're not doing so bad 
so far... But some hiccups are 

understandable since you're not 
used to this.

~ Arien

Manchester United beat 
Bournemouth 2-0 to tighten 
grip on second spot |  P12

Cuba marks end of an era as Castro 
hands over to Diaz-Canel  |  P8

Rhythm of Love: In conversation 
with Imcha Imsong  |  P10

i. Mokokchung Moatsu Festival May
ii. Zunheboto Tuluni Festival July
iii. Tuensang Naknyuelem Festival July
iv. Shamatore/Pungro Medumneo Festival August
v. Kiphire Mongmong Festival September

vi. Noklak Tsokum Festival October
vii. Meluri Yemshe Festival October.
viii. Wokha Tokhu Emong Festival November
ix. Tseminyu Ngada Festival November
x. Phek Sukrunye Festival January
xi. Dimapur Mimkut Festival January
xii. Kohima Sekrenyi Festival February
xiii. Peren Meileingi Festival March
xiv. Mon Aoleang Monyu Festival April
xv. Longleng Monyu Festival April

will be constituted by the 
respective deputy com-
missioners of the districts 
with involvement of Tour-
ism Department & Art and 
Culture Department for 

organizing the festivals. 
The committee will have 
representation of 2 mem-
bers each from the tribal 
hoho and from the com-
munity; nominated by the 

government. The deputy 
commissioner will associ-
ate any other member as 
per requirement.

“The mini-hornbill fes-
tivals will normally be for 3 
days in district headquarter 
and for 2 days in the sub-
division headquarter or 
for 1 day depending on the 
nature of the festivals. The 
actual duration of the mini 
hornbill festivals will be 
decided by the respective 
deputy commissioners in 
consultation with the tribal 
hohos,” it informed. 

The festivals will include 
cultural performances of at 
least 3 villages; at least 2 
other tribes; from neigh-
bouring as well as other 
states; handicrafts exhibi-
tion and music festival by 
local and outstation bands, 
sports: adventure sports 
and traditional sports, it 

stated. 
“Financial support will 

be provided for organising 
the festivals; 15 lakhs for 
three- day festival and Rs 
10 lakhs and 5 lakhs each 
for two-day and one-day 
festival. The district level 
committee will raise funds 
through sponsorships, as 
also grants from relevant 
ministries and departments 
of government of India.

“The best performers 
from the mini-hornbill 
festivals will be invited to 
perform at the main Horn-
bill Festival, in December. 
Likewise the winners of the 
music events will qualify 
for the final auditions of the 
Hornbill Music Festival. A 
detailed action-plan will 
be prepared by the depart-
ment of Tourism for or-
ganising the mini hornbill 
festival,” it stated. 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, April 19 (EMN): 
A speeding vehicle (Ma-
hindra TUV) on Thursday 
reportedly skidded off the 
Secretariat Road in Kohima 
and rolled down to the San-
uorü stream. According to 
traffic personnel, the road 
mishap occurred due to 

'over-speeding', and three 
male passengers sustained 
minor injuries. 

The spot where the in-
cident took place has a nar-
row bend with soil erosion 
occurring along the edge of 
the road after the area was 
submerged in 2016 due to 
blockade of drainage.

In another incident, a 
Maruti Alto was reported to 
have crashed into a house 
at Chiephobozou under 
Kohima district. Sources 
said the occupants of the 
car sustained some injuries 
but were out of danger. 
Police could not be reached 
for details. 

Guwahati, April 19 (IANS): In a signif-
icant decision, the Group of Ministers 
on Transport on Thursday proposed a 
"one nation, one tax" formula to bring 
a harmony in motor vehicle taxes 
across different states.

"One of the major grievances 
faced by the service class individual 
is in transfer of their vehicles from 
one states to another. The group was 
of the unanimous opinion that the di-
verse road tax structure for motor ve-
hicles was a major reason behind this 
long pending issue. There is an urgent 
need to harmonize the rates of road 
tax across the states," Chairman of the 
Group of Transport Ministers, Yoonus 
Khan, said after emerging from a two-
day long deliberations here.

The committee instituted in this 
regard will submit their report within 
next 15 days time, he said.

Referring to the GST regime, 
Yoonus Khan, the Rajasthan Trans-
port Minister, said that like GST has 
been a game changer for bringing 
certainty in the tax treatment and 
provided a level playing field to all 
the countrymen, uniform road tax 
will be immensely helpful to curb the 
menace of tax evasions by registering 
the vehicles in low tax jurisdictions 
and then plying the vehicle in another 
state.

"The group examined the taxes 
charged by various states and ob-
served that the principles of taxation 
varies from state to state. The Central 
government has powers to decide the 

principles on which the motor vehi-
cles taxes can be levied by the states. 

"The group recommends that 
the motor vehicle taxes should be 
charged by all the states on the ba-
sis of invoice price of the vehicles," 
he said, adding that the group also 
recommends that the rates of road 
tax across the states be harmonized. 
He said that the group also deliber-
ated on the long-pending issue of 
the inter-state permit for passenger 
vehicles. 

"The nation has witnessed far 
reaching reforms after introduction 
of national permits for goods vehicles. 
It was opined that the ease of move-
ment across the states in public ve-
hicles is preferable over private cars. 
The group therefore recommended 
that the national passenger vehicles 
permits may be issued by the states 
for passenger vehicles," he said add-
ing that while luxury buses may be 
charged Rs 3 lakh per year, deluxe 
buses may be charged Rs 2 lakh per 
year followed by Rs 25,000 per year 
for taxis.

"The Group noted that the qual-
ity of construction of roads as well as 
vehicles has improved over the years. 
The axle load for goods vehicles were 
fixed in 1983. There is an urgent need 
to increase the carrying capacity of 
goods vehicles so as to reduce the 
logistics cost. The group recommends 
that the carryings capacity of goods 
vehicles should be increased by at 
least 20 percent," he said.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, April 19 (EMN): After a long haul of the rail project 
between Dimapur and Zubza, Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio 
and representatives of six villages namely Dhansiripar, 
Zutovi, Pimla, Khemnok, Razaphe Basa and Shokhuvi, in a 
meeting held on April 17 at the CM’s residence in Kohima 
have agreed to raise compensation by an additional INR 
21.25 to the landowners from said six villages which brings 
the total to INR 50 per square feet. 

On Thursday reliable sources informed that those 
landowners wanted the same rate being given by the 
central government to those at Chumukedima town and 
neighbouring towns in Assam. “The deputy commissioner 
(DC) of Dimapur is supposed to have sent the Minutiae of 
Meeting (MoM) to the central government after which the 
work will continue once the central government agrees to 
the amount decided for the six villages,” said the source. 

When contacted, DC Dimapur Sushil Kumar Patel said 
that the meeting was successful at deciding a common rate 
agreed to by both the parties. “There are formalities to be 
taken up with the central government,” he said when asked 
how long it will take to restart the work.

A landowner of Dhansiripar also spoke to Eastern Mir-
ror and revealed that INR 55 per square feet was initially 
the expected rate for the acquisition but Rio had already 
spoken to the then Minister of State in the railway ministry, 
Rajen Gohain for a total of INR 50 while he was a member 
of parliament.  “The meeting concluded that if INR 55 per 
square feet is expected then it will further delay the con-
struction of the railway line in these villages,” informed the 
landowner. “Now we are just waiting for the ban to be lifted 
so work can start,” he said.

Also, Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio on April 18 evening 
tweeted about the meeting saying it was productive’ and 
‘outstanding issues’ were resolved. “...look forward to peo-
ple’s support in successful project implementation,” it read.

Dimapur, April 19 (EMN): 
The Election Commission 
of India (ECI) has granted 
recognition to the Nation-
alist Democratic Progres-
sive Party (NDPP) as a ‘state 
party in the state of Naga-
land’. 

A press release from 
the NDPP on Thursday 
informed that the ECI had 
issued a notification con-
taining the information on 
April 17. 

“...on the basis of re-
view of poll performance of 
the Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP) 
at the general elections to 
the Legislative Assembly of 
Nagaland, 2018, it is seen 
that the NDPP has fulfilled 
the conditions laid down 
in Para 6A (i), (iii) and (v) 
of the Election Symbols 
(Reservation & Allotment) 
Order, 1968, for recognition 
of the NDPP as a State Party 
in the State of Nagaland 
and accordingly the ECI 
has granted recognition of 
the NDPP as a State Party 

New Delhi, April 19 (IANS): Union Minister 
for Women and Child Development Maneka 
Gandhi on Thursday told the states and Union 
Territories to create special police cells for 
dealing with sexual offences against women 
and children.

In a letter, Gandhi urged all Chief Minis-
ters to make sure that investigations in such 
cases are completed "as per the timelines of 
law" for speedy justice to the victims and their 
families. "A quick and timely professional 
investigation is the only method in which a 
potential offender can be deterred but this 
can be done only by the states as the police 
department is a state subject," she wrote.

"Forming a special cell only for sexual 
offences or especially for sexual offences on 
children would be a significant step in this 
regard."  The minister also suggested that po-
lice officers be "re-trained on various aspects 
of sexual offences" particularly those related 
to collection and preservation of evidence.

New Delhi, April 19 (PTI): A sexual 
offence is committed against a child 
in India every 15 minutes and there 
has been an increase of more than 
500 per cent over the past 10 years 
in crime against minors, an analysis 
by child rights NGO CRY has found.

The analysis, which was released 
today, also reveals that more than 
50 per cent of crimes against chil-
dren have been recorded in just five 
states-- Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, 
Madhya Pradesh, Delhi and West 
Bengal.

"There has been a significant 
increase in crimes against minors 
of more than 500 per cent over the 
past 10 years with 1,06,958 cases be-
ing reported in 2016 over a figure of 
18,967 in 2006," the Child Rights and 
You (CRY) analysis also said.

As per a 2016 analysis of crimes 
under Protection of Children from 
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, sexual 
offences accounted for one-third of 
all crimes against children in India, 
it added. 

"It is alarming to note that a 
sexual offence is committed against 
a child in India every 15 minutes," 
it added.

The analysis comes at a time 
when there is outrage in the coun-
try over recent rape cases involving 
minors in Jammu and Kashmir's 
Kathua and Uttar Pradesh's Unnao. 

"While Uttar Pradesh tops the 
list with 15 per cent of recorded 
crimes against children, Maharash-
tra and Madhya Pradesh closely fol-
low with 14 per cent and 13 per cent 
respectively," the report said.

in the State of Nagaland 
under the provisions of the 
Elections Symbols (Reser-
vation & Allotment) Order, 
1968,” the statement read. 

The ECI has further al-
lotted ‘globe’ as the NDPP’s 
reserved symbol in the 
state of Nagaland, it in-
formed.  The party was 
formed on May 17, 2017 
and declared a registered 
party by the ECI on Octo-
ber 13, 2017.  

“ With the popular 
support and mandate of 
the people, the NDPP has 
been given the opportunity 
to be part of the People’s 
Democratic Alliance (PDA) 
Government in Nagaland. 
Subsequently, as stated 
above, the NDPP is now a 
registered and recognized 
political party in Nagaland 
with effect from 17th April, 
2018 as per the communi-
qué of the ECI,” the NDPP 
press release stated. 

It expressed sincere ap-
preciation to the ECI ‘for 
passing all necessary or-
ders in a prompt manner as 

laid down in the rules’.  The 
party has also stated that its 
achievements and success 
were due to the collective 
effort of the party members 
and the popular support of 
the people. 

“We extend our deepest 
appreciation to the citizens 
of the State and the elec-
torate for reposing faith 
and confidence upon the 
leadership of the Party and 
for supporting the ideolo-
gies and principles of the 
NDPP...the actual credit for 
the Party’s achievements 
belong to the people, as the 
people and the electorate 
are the real stakeholders 
and the genuine high com-
mand of the NDPP.”

It was confident that 
the people would not be 
influenced by ‘propaganda 
and spread of lies by oth-
ers as the party has utmost 
respect for the wisdom of 
the Naga people’. The party 
will continue to work for 
the uplift of all sections of 
the people based on truth 
and facts, it asserted. 

"Instructions may be issued to all 
police officers that utmost priority is 
to be given to complete the investiga-
tion of cases of sexual offences against 
children. State governments must take 
strict action against the police officers 
found to be obstructing the investiga-
tion or colluding with the perpetrators 
of such cases."

The minister requested the states 

to generate awareness among chil-
dren in using the e-box with child 
helpline number 1098. Under the 
initiative, children can report crimes 
directly to the National Commission 
for Protection of Child Rights. She 
also offered help to states in establish-
ing forensic laboratories to be used 
for forensic analysis of evidence in 
sexual offences.
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Cooperation department fetes Kaito Aye Consumer org. appreciates govt. 
step against ‘VIP culture’

Bar association to meet 

Mkg. youths warn citizens 
about buying expired goods

DHS conducts health camp in Wokha 

Chakhesang and Pochury tribes renew bond

Sukhalu inaugurates 
RMSA building in 
Zunheboto

Farmers learn all about the bee buzz

Tseminyu institutions 
learn how to compile 
U-Dise report

G Kaito Aye speaking during the reception at the RCS conference hall in Kohima.

A resource person speaks during the workshop on U-Dise at 
Tseminyu, in Kohima district, on April 19. 

Members of Wokha’s District Health Society and participants during the health camp, in Wokha on April 17. 

Dr. I Amenla along with resource persons and trainees at the Nagaland Beekeeping and Honey Mission in Dimapur. 

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 19.2 14.2 14.4 28 5.8
ZBT 19 111.2 16.9 92 22.4
MON 25.4 17.4 17.4 91 7.8
TUENSANG 19 16.4 13.5 79 43.1
MKG 25.5 13 7.1 33 1.1
PHEK 18.6 13.6 15.5 98 11.2
KIPHIRE 21 14 15.8 94 16.2
SECHÜ ZUBZA 24.5 15 17.3 92 16.4

TSEMINYU 24.8 15.6 16.5 77 19.8
JALUKIE 32 19 21.5 100 28.7
MANGKOLEMBA 24.2 17 20.3 82 12.4
*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)
Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Hindi teachers to host sports event 
The Kohima unit of the All Nagaland Hindi Teachers Union 
(ANHTU) has informed that its annual sports event will be 
conducted on April 21 at the TM School’s ground in Kohima 
at 9:00 am. Hindi teachers in Kohima district are requested 
to attended the event. ‘Absentees will be dealt according to 
the resolution passed in general meeting,’ an update from 
the group informed.

Medical camp scheduled for Mon and Longleng 
The DIPR has informed that a medical camp in the district 
hospitals of Mon and Longleng will be organised on April 22 
to the 26th by a team of doctors under the banner of the 
Indian National Fellowship Centre of Mumbai. The camp will 
be organised through the initiative of Nagaland Governor PB 
Acharya. The specializations of the visiting doctors include 
medicine, general surgery, gastroenterology, anesthesia, 
radiology, and maxillofacial. The public are encouraged to 
avail their services during the camp.  

Mass community work in Dimapur on April 21
Dimapur’s deputy commissioner has informed citizens of 
the city that that there will be a mass cleanliness work on 
April 21 from 7:00 am onward. The district’s ward Gaon Bura 
(GB) are informed to consult with their respective chairman 
and oversee the community work in their respective colony. 
It was also informed that the district administration will be 
inspecting the urban areas.

Tseminyu to issue registration for non-Nagas  
The Rengma Students Union has informed that it will be 
issuing and renewing non-local registration cards (NLRC) 
for the year 2018 from April 23 to the 30th from 10:00 am 
to 3:00 pm at its office in Tseminyu, in Kohima district. The 
event is stated to be part of a programme to ‘formulate 
census’ and to prevent influx of illegal immigrants into 
Tseminyu’s areas. The union has requested all the non-local 
persons residing within Tseminyu sub-division to collect 
the NLRC in person with valid inner line permit and three 
passport-size photographs.

NEWS IN BRIEF

the main focus will be 
on progressive farmer 
with cooperation to ben-
efit the needy people. Aye 

said that whatever little 
money the cooperative 
societies get it would be 
used for the development 

of the people.
The updates informed 

that the RCS, Wepe Ritse 
gave a brief profile of the 

department. Riste stated 
that the statutory func-
tions of the department 
were registration, super-
vision, assistance, coun-
sel, control of registered 
cooperatives societies; 
control over cooperative 
education and training; 
audit, inspection, arbi-
tration and liquidation, 
among others. 

In the updates Ritse 
stated that there are 8011 
registered primary coop-
erative societies; seven 
state level cooperative 
federation and institu-
tions; and Marketing and 
Consumer Federation 
among others.

Dimapur, April 19 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Voluntary 
Consumers’ Organisation 
(NVCO) has expressed its 
support and apprecia-
tion to the Nagaland state 
cabinet’s decision to ban 
legislators to attend func-
tions as “chief guests” or 
make monetary donations 
during such events. 

A press release from 
the NVCO on Thursday 
expressed support to the 
People’s Democratic Alli-
ance government for the 
decision.  The organiza-
tion also appreciated the 
government’s initiative of 
banning cash donation 
during the event. 

The press release stat-
ed that it was ‘beneficial to 
the common people as it is 
going to reduce the extract 
of public funds.’ Stating 
which, ‘It would allow the 
public funds to flow for 
the very specific project.’ 
Be it MGNREGA, old age 
pensions, persons with 
disabilities, various infra-

structural developmen-
tal and human resources 
projects, below poverty 
line, and such. 

The organization stat-
ed, ‘The people of the state 
must admit the fact that 
the nomenclature–chief 
guest is fondly used.’ It 
added that, such gestures 
were not only to extent re-
spect ‘but more to do with 
the expectation of getting 
money.’ 

‘Whenever a public 
function or a jubilee is 
conducted, people are 
not concern about chief 
guest speech but are more 
interested to enquire how 
much he or she donates,’ 
the press release stated.

Citing an instance, the 
press release alleged that, 
‘the students bodies used 
to search a person to be 
their chief guest who can 
donate more money.’ 

Further, the organisa-
tion claimed that they have 
come across incidences, 
where a ‘disqualified high 

school’ individual was the 
chief guest of students’ 
union conferences, and 
college functions. 

Supporting their state-
ment, the association said 
that, ‘it is the people who 
compelled the chief guest 
to donate money and an-
nounce monetary grants. 

The NVCO alleged 
that, the chief guests were 
gifted with wild life ani-
mals, deer and bird meats, 
mithun (Bos frontalis), 
cultural attires, expensive 
handicrafts, Naga gate, 
and such.

 ‘Thank God this cul-
ture has come to an end 
and it is simply a win-win 
decision where both the 
public and politicians are 
equally benefitted,’ the 
press release stated. 

The association added 
that the public must make 
sure not to practice ‘such 
culture.’ It hoped that   the 
organisers manage events 
with minimum expenses  
even in the future.

D i m a p u r,  A p r i l  1 9 
( E M N ) :  T h e  D i s t r i c t 
Health Society (DHS) 
conducted health camp 
at Yipang village in Wok-
ha on April 17. The dis-
trict’s tobacco control 
cell also participated in 

the camp conducting 
programme for the par-
ticipants.

According to update 
on Thursday, the dis-
trict’s nodal officer Dr. 
Meribeni Odyuo spoke 
about the ill effects of 

tobacco. She educated 
participants about oral 
health and hygiene. The 
discourse was substanti-
ated by visual represen-
tations illustrating the 
information.

A n o t h e r  re s o u rc e 

person, Abeni R Kikon, 
gave a discourse about 
the Cigarettes and Other 
Tobacco Products Act of 
2003. She urged the vil-
lage’s authority to strive 
to make their village to-
bacco-free.

Kohima, April 19 (EMN): The Cha-
khesang Public Organisation CPO) 
and Pochury Hoho along with its 
frontal organisations had organ-
ised a get- together programme 
recently at Shilloi Lake Tourist 
Resort at Lütsam under Meluri sub 
division of Phek district.

All the speakers have expressed 
happiness that the two brothers 
could come together for the first 
time after political separation. 
Speakers have expressed the need 
for continuance and strengthen-
ing the relationship and voiced on 
the need to work in tandem for the 
uplift, all round development, fur-

ther advancement and protecting 
the interest of the two communi-
ties in the district and the Nagas 
in general.

After thorough deliberations, 
the house resolved to urge the state 
government to create a post of state 
administrative officer at Phukhun-
gri in view of it being the last stra-
tegic location bordering Myanmar.

The house also urged to estab-
lish a full-fledged police station or 
a functional state police outpost at 
Phokhungri in view of the Interna-
tional Trade Centre (ITC) at Avang-
khu as well as for maintenance of 
law and order in the area. 

It also urged the state govern-
ment to construct the road from 
Akhewgo to Avangkhu ITC via 
Zhipu (passing through the state 
lone cement factory and decorative 
stone production centre at Waziho 
and the Shilloi Lake Tourist Resort 
at Lütsam), which is in a deplorable 
condition. It also urged the govern-
ment to construct a RCC or Bailey 
Bridge over Thewati River under 
any available scheme/programme 
of the government on priority. 

It further urged the government 
to make the International Trade 
Centre (OTC) at Avangkhu opera-
tional at an early date.  

D i m a p u r,  A p r i l  1 9 
(EMN): A daylong work-
shop focusing on the 
compilation of the Uni-
fied District Information 
System for Education (U-
DISE) and school district 
management informa-
tion system was held on 
April 19 at the education 
block resource centre 
at Tseminyu, in Kohima 
district.

Updates from the or-
ganisers informed about 
the event on Thursday. 

The assistant district 
coordinator of the Sarva 
Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), 
Thongsenlo, has urged 
institutional heads to fur-

nish accurate, correct, 
and a reliable data for the 
U-Dise. He cited also the 
reasons for the delay in 
compilation ‘because of 
the lack of supervision by 
officers.’

Also, the project as-
sistant for the SSA, Rok-
ounou, urged the par-
ticipants to be cautious 
with the procedures and 
guidelines involved in 
filling up the U-DISE 
form. She added that the 
form had been revised.

Officials from govern-
ment-private schools in 
Tseminyu sub-division 
attended the programme, 
it was informed. 

Dimapur, April 19 (EMN): A building of 
the Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan 
(RMSA) was inaugurated at the government 
higher secondary school in Zunheboto on 
April 19. Updates informed about the event 
on Thursday.

According to the press release, the advi-
sor for School Education, KT Sukhalu, inau-
gurated the building.  In his speech he stated 
how it brought back a lot of memories after 
coming back to the same school where he 
was once a student. He thanked the school 
for moulding him to become what he is now.

Sukhalu was saddened to see the pa-
thetic condition of the school. Under his 
guardianship of the constituency, he hoped 
that he will be able to do positive things for 
the school. He acknowledged the students 
saying that they are the future of the na-
tion. He said that students should do their 
utmost to achieve optimum results. Urging 
the students to take life seriously, he said 
that he hoped that someday some students 
from the school would enter civil services 
and become IAS officer like him, the press 
release stated.

Sukhalu also lauded the teachers for 
being in a noble profession, and stated 
that their dedicated service to the young 
students is a service to God. He urged them 
to remember their commitments, the press 
release added.

Dimapur, April 19 (EMN): 
The Mokokchung Town 
Lanur Telongjem (MTLT) 
has cautioned the people 
of Mokokchung against 
buying expired products. 
A press release from the 
association stated the cau-
tion on Thursday. 

According to a press re-
lease from the association, 
the group is concerned 
about the ‘unchecked sale 
of expired products, espe-
cially packaged edibles,’ 
in different shops at Mkg. 
town. The association has 
been receiving complaints 
from consumers who were 
unfortunate enough to 
purchase edible goods 
that had passed the ‘best 
before date.’

The MTLT members 
have also had similar expe-
riences when shopkeepers 
‘knowingly or unknowing-
ly ‘ sold expired goods over 
the counter. ‘It is beyond 
doubt that the sale of ex-
pired edible goods over the 
shop counter is evident,’ 
the note observed. 

The MTLT is gravely 
concerned about the well-
being and general health 
of ‘innocent consumers’ 
who might unwittingly 
buy expired goods and 
consume it, the group 
stated. The risk posed to 
the public health due to 
sale and consumption of 
expired goods cannot be 
undermined, the organi-
sation stated. 

The negligence on 
the part of the author-
ity in concern in checking 
such anomalies cannot be 
tolerated in any manner, 
the organisation stated. 
The MTLT hoped that the 

Mokokchung Municipal 
Council to take the matter 
with all seriousness and 
educate the shopkeepers 
as well as the consumers 
on such topics and to take 
the necessary corrective 
measures in a time bound 
manner.

The association also 
supports punitive meas-
ures by the concerned au-
thorities on the defaulting 
business enterprises that 
compromise the health of 
the public. They had also 
informed the additional 
deputy commissioner of 
Mokokchung about the 
incident and urged the 
authority to take immedi-
ate stock of the situation 
and take corrective meas-
ures, the press release 
stated. 

‘The MTLT, as consum-
ers and also stakeholders 
of the society, would keep 
a strict vigil on the sale of 
such expired goods. The 
MTLT hopes that the con-
cerned authority would 
do its job and at the same 
time caution the business 
community to detest from 
selling such risky food 
products,’ issued the press 
release. 

Further, the associa-
tion strongly advised the 
public to at least look at 
the date of manufacture 
and the expiration dates 
when buying any pack-
aged or pharmaceutical 
items, if they do not wish 
to risk their health.

‘Prevention is better 
than cure and when it 
comes to health there is 
nothing like being mindful 
of what one is ingesting,’ 
the press release added.

D i m a p u r,  A p r i l  1 9 
(EMN): The Nagaland 
Bar Association (NBA) 
has informed that there 
will be a meeting of the 
association’s executive 
committee on April 23 at 
11 am. The meeting will 

be conducted at the of-
fice chamber of the NBA 
in Dimapur.

A press release from 
the association on Thurs-
day informed that the 
meeting is scheduled to 
discuss about matters 

relating to Uniform Civil 
Code in the country.

In the press release, the 
association has informed 
all the members includ-
ing all the district units 
and High Court Bar to 
attend the meeting.

Dimapur, April 19 (EMN): 
The State Agricultural Man-
agement and Extension 
Training Institute (Sameti) 
organised a three-day train-
ing programme with the 
thematic subject “apicul-
ture and post harvest man-
agement” on April 17 to the 
19th Sameti at Medziphema 
in Dimapur. 

A press release from the 
institution on Thursday 
informed that the event 
was conducted for Atma 
functionaries at the Sameti.

According to the press 
release, the training course 
covered topics on: introduc-
tion to bees and beekeep-
ing, life cycle and   caste of 
bees, tools and equipments, 
routine management, sea-
sonal management, swarm-
ing and absconding, colony 
transfer and colony division 
/ uniting, role of bees in pol-
lination and post-harvest 
management. 

A practical demonstra-
tion on colony division and 
identification on caste of 

bees and brood, working 
with brood and super cham-
bers, and routine manage-
ment was conducted at 
Nagaland Beekeeping and 
Honey Mission (NBHM) 
in Dimapur. The partici-
pants visited the multi util-
ity centre of the NBHM as 
part of field visit where they 
were toured the museum, 
processing unit, and the 
entire establishment, the 
press release stated.

The director of Sameti, 
Dr. I Amenla, in her speech 

mentioned that, farming 
today should be taken be-
yond the boundaries of 
cultivation and explore 
new methods of post har-
vest management. She also 
stated that there is ample 
of opportunity for employ-
ment of rural youth in the 
Apiculture sector. She en-
couraged the trainees to 
play the role of extension 
agents effectively so as to 
contribute in achieving the 
mission’s vision of 2030, the 
press release added.

Dimapur, April 19 (EMN): 
The department of Coop-
eration felicitated min-
ister for Agriculture and 
Cooperation G Kaito Aye 
on April 19 at the registrar 
of cooperative societies 
(RCS) conference hall in 
Kohima.

A press release from 
the department of In-
formation and Public 
Relations on Thursday 
informed that in his ad-
dress, Kaito assured the 
staff and officers that 
with his leadership the 
department will progress 
in all round develop-
ment for the benefit of 
the people. He said that 
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RSZ leaders and other delegates pose for the lens during their first general conference at Tseminyu town in Kohima district on April 17.

Tsutsowe Kapu and village council members along with students pose for the lens during the career 
guidance event in Nsong town on April 18.

The accused persons with the seized Phensedyl syrup.

(From right) LBCA executive secretary Rev. Nyanchumo Lotha along with the newly elected legislators of Wokha district 
during the thanksgiving programme.

Vineikho Tetso, and Songmeth along with participants at the inaugural function of the soft toy-making training programme in Aboi town.

VDB association demands 
‘equal distribution of funds’

Liquor, extortion run etc. 
gets nine persons arrested 

Girls in Aboi undergo training in soft toy-making

Nagaland media condemns 
attack on Meghalaya journalist

Rengma youth holds conference cum 3rd anniversary

Nsong students get career 
updates courtesy career guidance

Legislators seek prayers to 
realise electorate’s aspirations 

STATE

The advisor for Horti-
culture Mhathung Yanthan, 
who spoke at the event also 
thanked the Almighty God for 
choosing him to be a leader 
of a community. He sought 
support and cooperation to 
enable him work for the uplift 
of the community’s economy. 

He opined that the district 
requires an able leader to take 
advantage of the natural re-
sources and fertile land and 
exploit them for the com-
munity.

Naga people’s Front legisla-
tor from 38th Wokha assembly 
constituency Dr. Chumben 

Murry, also spoke, urging the 
state and the church to have a 
vision to work together to take 
forward the society.

The LBCA’s executive sec-
retary Rev. Nyanchumo Lotha 
said the invocation for God’s 
blessings on the newly elected 
legislators.

In another incident, Dimapur police con-
ducted a raid in a shop located in Nagarjan 
junction on April 17 and arrested one person 
identified to be one Rahul Das (20) with six 
cases of liquor from his possession.

On April 18, Dimapur police lead by Amit 
conducted a surprise raid in a shop located at 
Purana Bazaar near Hollohon petrol pump and 
confiscated 20 cases of various brands of Indian 
Made Foreign Liquorp. In this connection, one 
person identified as a Rajendra Singh (37) from 
Sikar of Rajesthan and a resident of Purana 
Bazaar, Dimapur, was arrested, the updates 
infromed. 

On the same day, Government Railway Po-
lice personnel arrested two persons Nengboi 
Haokip, of Lambulane in Manipur’s Imphal 
West; and Seijahao Haokip, of Gamnom Veng 
Binda in Moreh of Manipur, for having on them 
270 bottles of Phensedyl. 

In yet another incident on April 19, Dimapur 
police arrested two persons from Dellai Gate, 
identified as a Renben Lotha of Longki village in 
Karbi Anglong, and Lanuyanger Ao of Aokong 
colony, near Dellai gate. They were stated to 
have been extorting from truck drivers in the 
name of the NSCN (IM) and NSCN (U). Police 
confiscated cash of INR 9390 along with “tax” 
coupons from their possession, the updates 
informed.

Dimapur, April 19 (EMN): 
The Nagaland branch of the 
Family Planning Association 
of India (FPAI), under the 
aegis of the government of 
Nagaland and the Ministry of 
Tribal Affairs, has launched 
a month-long vocational 
training programme in soft 
toy-making for young girls in 
Aboi town, Mon district.

130 trainees who were 
registered for the training, 

are expected to learn new 
skills to further their passion 
for creativity besides ena-
bling  them to find livelihood 
from the new skill.

Speaking at the inaugural 
programme, Vineikho Tetso, 
the extra additional com-
missioner for Aboi, spoke of 
happiness at the overwhelm-
ing response of the young to 
the vocational training. The 
officer wished that some of 

them would become profes-
sionals and be self-reliant. 
He exhorted the participants 
to fully commit themselves 
to the training and to acquire 
knowledge. 

The officer informed the 
young trainees about the 
works of FPA India as well. 
The organisation’s activ-
ism focuses on safe mother-
hood, maternal and child 
health, adolescents’ health 

and various vocational skills 
trainings for economic em-
powerment.

Songmeth, the president 
of a community organisation 
has thanked the FPA for pro-
viding the opportunity for 
such a vocational training to 
the people. She encouraged 
the trainees to learn the art 
of soft toy making which she 
said would augment their 
income and livelihood.

Dimapur, April 19 (EMN): The Nagaland 
Press Association (NPA) has condemned 
the act of two unidentified persons who 
hurled a ‘petrol bomb’ at the residence of 
the editor of The Shillong Times, Patricia 
Mukhim in Shillong, Meghalaya, on Tues-
day evening.

Going by the way the attack was car-
ried out, the NPA stated in a statement 
issued by its President K Temjen Jamir 
and General Secretary Along Longkumer, 
the sole intention of the perpetrators 
appeared to be ‘trying to create fear’ in 
men and women who serve in the Fourth 
Estate.

“Such attack in recent times against 
journalists in India is also an attempt to 
silence the voice of those who speak for 
the truth, espousing the cause of democ-
racy and a free society that believes in 
peace and dialogue. Attacks on journal-

ists are also a reflection of growing intol-
erance in the country,” the organisation 
stated.

It stated that Patricia Mukhim was not 
only an editor of a newspaper published 
from Shillong, but also a senior journal-
ist representing the country, who has 
been actively engaging issues of national 
importance.

The NPA considered the attack on Pa-
tricia Mukhim an ‘outright disrespect for 
the democratic values of peace and dia-
logue’ that the Fourth Estate represents, 
whether it is in Meghalaya, in Delhi, or in 
Nagaland.

The NPA has reposed faith in the 
newly elected government of the state 
led by Chief Minister Conrad Sangma to 
get to the bottom of the attack against a 
senior journalist from the Northeast and 
bring the culprits to book.

D i m a p u r,  A p r i l  1 9 
(EMN): The Nsong Town 
Students’ Union (NTSU) 
conducted a seminar fo-
cusing on careers for stu-
dents at Nsong town in 
Peren district on April 18.

A press release issued 
by the NTSU on Thursday 
informed that the extra 
assistant commissioner 
of Nsong, Tsutsowe Kupa, 
was the resource person 
at the event.

The press release stat-
ed that Kupa had urged 
the students to perse-
vere in life. He stated that 
there was no shortcuts 
in life and that students 
must have determination 

Dimapur, April 19 (EMN): Reng-
ma organisation The Rengma 
Selo Zi (RSZ) has organised its 
first general conference cum 
3rd anniversary celebration 
programme in Tseminyu town 
hall on April 17. A press release 
issued by RSZ media cell on 
Tuesday informed that advisor of 
animal husbandry, R Khing, was 
the special guest during the con-
ference, while Dr. Joshua Lorin, 
principal of oriental theological 
seminary, was the speaker. 

Speaking on the occasion, 
Khing has described youth as 
the ‘most powerful and explo-
sive’ stage in life and urged 
every youth to be an asset to the 
society by fearing God. 

Dr. Joshua encouraged the 
youth to be willing to change 
and open to correction. He 
urged them to keep strong faith 

Dimapur, April 19 (EMN): 
In an apparent reference to 
the recent imbroglio in the 
Mahatma Gandhi National 
Rural Employment Guar-
antee Scheme (MGNREGS) 
funds distribution in relation 
to Kuda (Nagarjan) village 
council, the Nagaland State 
VDB Secretaries’ Associa-
tion (NSVDBSA) has urged 
the authorities to give ‘equal 
treatment’ to all the districts, 
blocks and villages when 
distributing funds.

The association issued a 
press release jointly issued by 
its President Tohoshe Awomi 
and General Secretary Man-
thungo Kikon. It ‘appreci-
ated’ the Rural Development 
department for regularly 
providing MGNREGA funds 
but it has urged for ‘equal 
treatment to all the districts, 
blocks and villages in the 
distribution of funds.’

While pointing out that 
there were ‘many depart-
ments in the state function-
ing in different ways for the 
benefits of all the people 
living in Nagaland,’ it stated 
that only the Rural Develop-
ment department was pro-
viding fund ‘to all the villages 
in one go for development.’ 
Presently, it stated, the ‘most 
important scheme’ of the RD 
department was the MGN-
REGS programme. 

‘Without any ulterior 
motive,’ the association ap-
pealed to the department to 
give equal treatment. While 
pointing that there were big, 
medium and small villages 
in all the districts and blocks, 
the association explained 
that ‘big villages with more 
job cards’ should get ‘more 
funds.’ Likewise, small vil-
lages should also get their 
‘due share as per their enti-
tlement.’

It pointed out that the 
MGNREGS fund cannot be 
the same in two villages even 
if two villages have an equal 
number of job cards. The 
reason was that the VDB 
fund is allocated according 
to ‘person days generated.’ 
The group termed ‘highly 
objectionable’ vast differ-
ences in fund allocation to 
a particular village. Because 
Dimapur district has the 
maximum number of VDB 
having  214 VDB and more 
than 70 thousand job cards, 
the association stated that 
Dimapur district was enti-
tled to getting more funds 
than any other district.

The  group has urged the 
department to ensure that 
the MGNREGS fund are al-
located ‘as per the work done 
by the village and person 
days generated in the man-
agement Information system 

(MIS).’ 
Stating that the present 

release of MGNREGA fund 
was to clear pending liabili-
ties from the previous fi-
nancial year 2017-18, the 
association stated that new 
work cannot be taken up 
with the current release of 
the MGNREGS fund. 

It, therefore, directed all 
the VDB to ensure that only 
the works reflected in the 
MIS ‘against the financial 
year 2017-2018 should be 
taken up to  prevent problem 
at the time of geo-tagging’ 
and other related issues.

Also claiming that the 
association wants ‘smooth 
flow of fund,’ it asserted that 
implementation of MGN-
REGS should ‘go according 
to the laid down norms and 
guidelines strictly so that 
the entire state is benefitted 
without any hurdle.’

On the recent war of 
words pertaining to the re-
lease of MGNREGS funds al-
leging mismanagement and 
the counter rebuttals, the 
association has requested 
all in concern to refrain from 
the ‘paper war but find a 
more suitable way to resolve 
the problem.’ It felt that the 
controversy ‘might affect the 
flow of funds from the centre 
in which the job card holders 
could be victimised.’
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Wokha, April 19 (EMN): New-
ly elected representatives of 
Wokha district have credited 
their electoral success to the 
‘prayers’ of the community, 
and the same channel is what 
they are seeking to realize for 
the community’s aspirations 
for growth and development. 

Lotha Baptist Churches 
Association (LBCA) hosted a 
thanksgiving service in hon-
our of newly elected legisla-
tors from Wokha district, on 
April 19 at the Mission Centre 
in Vankhosung near Wokha 
town.

Speaking during the occa-
sion, the deputy chief minister 
of the state Y Patton thanked 
the LBCA for giving the time 
to organise the event for the 
legislators from the Lotha 
community. Patton attributed 
their electoral success to the 
‘continuous prayers of the 
community.’ He asked the 
public to uphold the legisla-
tors in their prayer ‘so that they 
can meet aspirations for the 
uplift of the community.’

A DIPR update stated that 
Patton thanked the LBCA also 
for actively participating in 
the clean election campaign 
‘thereby enabling peaceful 
elections.’ 

Dimapur, April 19 (EMN): In an attempt to curb 
anti-social activities in the district, Dimapur 
police have arrested nine persons during the 
past 48 hours for indulging in various crimes.

A press release issued by the district police’s 
public relations office stated that two persons 
identified as one Gaurav Kumar (23) and a Sunil 
Das (24) were arrested during a raid on April 16 
from the DC court junction in Dimapur. Police 
recovered 40 cases of assorted liquor from a 
Xerox shop reportedly run by them.

and be trust worthy as it pre-
pares to bring change in the 
society. He called upon the 
RSZ’s members to play vital role 
and take upon the challenge 
to bring about change in the 
society. He further conveyed 
best wishes to the RSZ in their 

endeavour.
The programme was at-

tended by representatives from 
all Rengma villages, VCC, and 
churches and youth members. 
Besides, the additional deputy 
commissioner of Tseminyu, 
Theodore Yanthan; officials 

from the department of animal 
husbandry; Rengma officers; 
and public leaders also attend-
ed the conference.

In other matters, Kenneth 
Kath was informed to have been 
re-elected to lead the new team 
for 2018-2021.

in everything they do. 
Further, he told the gath-
ering that studying only 
to get government jobs 
should not be the sole 
purpose of their seeking 

education. He advised 
the students to choose 
their streams carefully 
keeping in mind the am-
bitions they have.

According to the up-

dates, 86 students attend-
ed the seminar. 

The pastor of Nsong 
town baptist church, 
Heumong, blessed the 
students.
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Agartala, April 19 (IANS): Eighteen 
Rohingyas from Myanmar, including 
three children and four women who 
had entered India illegally, were on 
Thursday apprehended in western 
Tripura, a police official said.

According to the Khowai dis-
trict police chief Krishnendu 
Chakraborty, the 18 Rohingyas were 
arrested in Khowai district’s Teli-
amura -- 70 km north of Agartala, he 
added.

They were later taken to the 
Teliamura Police Station for ques-
tioning.

“We are yet to get exact details 
on their presence in Tripura. The in-
truders are being questioned by sen-
ior police and intelligence officials. 

They would be produced in a local 
court soon,” Chakraborty told IANS.

Another police official said that 
the Rohingyas entered the state on 
Wednesday and were trying to go to 
Delhi in search of jobs.

The Rohingyas from Myanmar 
have illegally entered Tripura and 
a few other northeastern states via 
Bangladesh in the past in search of 
work. But, subsequently they were 
pushed back following legal and 
security formalities.

Over 670,000 Rohingyas, a main-
ly Muslim minority living in My-
anmar, have fled the northwestern 
province of Rakhine since the end 
of August last year after a wave of 
persecution and violence that the 

United Nations described as an at-
tempt at “ethnic cleansing”. Efforts 
are on to repatriate them to their 
homeland in Myanmar.

Border Security Force (BSF) 
Tripura Frontier Inspector General 
S.R. Ojha told the media that since 
2015, many Rohingyas entered 
Tripura and other northeastern 
states via Bangladesh.

Tripura shares an 856-km border 
with Bangladesh, most of which is 
fenced except a stretch of nearly 20 
km. 

Other than Tripura, the other 
states sharing the 1,880-km interna-
tional border with Bangladesh are 
Meghalaya (443 km), Mizoram (318 
km) and Assam (263 km).

Our Correspondent
Imphal, April 19 (EMN): 
A man from Khumbong 
Mamang Leikai in Imphal 
west district who went 
missing 40 years back and 
was spotted in Mumbai 
recently through social 
media was brought back 
home in Manipur on April 
19 Thursday.

According to family 
sources, Khomdram Gam-
bhir, a former rifleman in 
the Manipur Rifles and 
previously married but 
separated three months 
after he went missing, had 
left home without inform-
ing anyone sometime in 
the year 1978. Gambhir is 
third among six siblings, it 
was informed.

Two police officers A 

Amitabh and Y Priyobarta 
of Patsoi police station 
under Imphal west district 
brought Gambhir back to 
Imphal  on July 19 after 
completing formalities 
with their counterparts at 
Bandra Police station in 
Mumbai.

On his arrival at Imphal 
Airport, holding playcards 
which read “Thank you 
Mumbai police, Thank you 
Manipur police,” Thank 
you YouTube, Thank you 
WhatsApp,” locals of 
Khumbong accompanied 
by Lok Sabha MP Dr Th 

Meinya and local MLA Dr 
Sapam Ranjan welcomed 
Gambhir with garlands.

Not only the fam-
ily members but locals 
and neighbours are joyful 
about the news of Gam-
bhir and his return to the 
village after so many years. 

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, April 19 (EMN): The Karbi Stu-
dents Association (KSA), a branch of the 
Diphu district committee (DDC) has 
demanded an apology from the chief 
executive member of the Karbi Anglong 
Autonomous Council (KAAC) Tuliram 
Ronghang for attacking the KSA’s presi-
dent Semson Teron with ‘life threatening 
words’ during a meeting at Hawaipur on 
April 15. The president had compared the 
CEM and EMs of KAAC to wild boars.

In a press conference held at the Au-
tonomous State Demand Committee’s 
(ASDC) office on April 19 Thursday, the 
DDC’s president Endarson Kro com-
mented on the meeting for the Citizen-
ship Amendment Bill that was held on 
April 15 in West Karbi Anglong. During the 
event the president Semson Teron had 
compared the CEM and EMs of KAAC to 
wild boars.

“In a meeting at Hawaipur our presi-
dent Semson Teron has not directly taken 
the name of CEM Tuliram Ronghang. But 
he said that the CEM and EMs of KAAC 
because of their corrupt nature and hav-
ing no courage to exercise their powers 
are like wild boars. The CEM Ronghang 
through is mobile phone has charged 

Semson Teron with heated words and giv-
ing life threatening that he (CEM) will slap 
and sent his men to beat him (Teron),” 
Kro said.

Kro said on the next day of April 16, 
the CEM himself along with more than 
400 people were waiting at Kolonga while 
few others were sent to Teron’s resident at 
Kolonga to get the student leader.

Referring to a voice record of the CEM 
Ronghang charging Teron, which was 
uploaded to social media, Kro said that 
the CEM had claimed of giving INR 20, 
000 during the chojun- family sacrificial 
worship in Karbi society to Semson Teron; 
and financial aid to Teron’s brother when 
his sister-in-law (brother’s wife) was ill.

The CEM salary is only INR 35,000 
then from the money the CEM can give 
INR 20,000 to Teron and to his brother, 
the press release stated. This is quite 
questionable, Kro stated. Attacking the 
KSA president means insulting the KSA 
and that the CEM should apologize to the 
KSA in this regard.

Also, Kro stated that if anything hap-
pens to Semson Teron, the CEM would 
then have to bear the sole responsibility 
for it. If the CEM fails to apologise, the KSA 
will take strong steps, Kro added.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, April 19 (EMN): 
The Karbi Students Asso-
ciation (KSA) under Bijoy 
Bey’s leadership organ-
ised a press conference 
on April 19 Thursday at 
its office in Rongnihang 
regarding the land dispute 
area between Assam and 
Meghalaya in Block-I and 
II and Khanduli.

President of KSA Bijoy 
Bey stated that the Block-I 
and Block-II and Khanduli 
areas should not be in-

cluded in the 12 differenc-
es area of Assam and Meg-
halaya. He said that the 
Assam government should 
not consider any ‘give and 
take policy’ with the Meg-
halaya government while 
stating that the Block-I 
and Block-II and Khanduli 
areas fall in West Karbi 
Anglong district. He said 
the problems between As-
sam and Meghalaya has 
been ongoing since the 
last 30 years. Also, he said 
that the Assam govern-

ment are not willing to 
solve the disputed areas 
that has witnessed many 
incidents during the last 
three decades. 

Bey also lambasted 
the Assam government 
for ignorance. He said 
before major conflicts 
arises the higher author-
ity should take immediate 
action and solve the prob-
lems before the flame get 
brighter.

Also, Bey stated that 
in Umrotu under Ching-

thong constituency Bor-
der Out Post (BoP) was 
constructed by the As-
sam government but the 
people from Meghalaya 
backed by its government 
came and  are not allow-
ing to construct the BoP in 
Umrotu. In this regard the 
authority of  Assam and 
the KAAC government 
should intervene and 
solve the problem within 
the stipulated time, he 
asserted.

Also the president of 

KSA urged the Assam gov-
ernment to look up the 
matter within the short 
point of time. He said that 
the Meghalaya govern-
ment should stop illegal 
encroachment of land. He 
urged upon the KAAC au-
thority to take up the mat-
ter as they are the guardian 
of the land.

Concerning to land 
dispute area a meeting 
would be held soon be-
tween the two states in-
formed Bey.

Jorhat (Assam), April 19 (PTI): A 
female adult leopard, suspected 
to have strayed from the Gibbon 
Wildlife Sanctuary in Assam’s 
Jorhat district, was trapped in 
a nearby village today and later 
released in the wild, a forest of-
ficial said.

The leopard had come out 
from the sanctuary around a 
month ago and had killed goats, 
dogs, ducks and hens in nearby 
villages.

The animal had also at-
tacked a five-member cul-

tural troupe on April 15, said 
Tankeswar Gayon, an official of 
Jorhat Forest Division.

The big cat was trapped in 
the wee hours today in Meleng-
Gayon village under Teok police 
station near the Sanctuary and 
was later released in the wild, 
Gayon said.

The leopard was suspected 
to have come out from Gib-
bon Wildlife Sanctuary with 
two cubs in search of food and 
water as the sanctuary is facing 
food crisis.

Local residents complained 
that wild animals regularly 
come out from the sanctuary 
in search of food terrorising the 
people by killing, or injuring 
domestic animals.

Demanding protection from 
the wild animals, they recently 
blocked NH-37 and met Jorhat 
district Deputy Commissioner 
Narayan Konwar. 

Of the five troupe members 
injured in the leopard attack, 
three are still undergoing treat-
ment at two hospitals in Jorhat.

Agartala, April 19 (IANS): 
Tripura will flourish swiftly if 
tourism is developed, Chief 
Minister Biplab Kumar Deb 
has said, adding his BJP gov-
ernment will do everything 
to transform it into a model 
state in three years.

Speaking here late on 
Wednesday after launching a 
new English daily the “North 
East Colors”, he said Tripura 
had world class bio-diversity.

“To enjoy the eco-forest 
or rainforest, you need not 
go to the Amazon rainforest 
in South America. Southern 
Tripura’s Dambur Lake is a 
better option,” Deb added.

“My government will 
work more, speak less. My 
government’s work will speak 
for itself. My government will 

not deceive the people,” said 
Deb, who is also the Tripu-
ra Pradesh President of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party.

The “North East Colors”, 
published by the state’s 
leading daily group “Dainik 
Sambad”, is the third English 
daily to be published from 
the state.

Hailing Narendra Modi, 
Deb said he was the first 
Prime Minister to show the 
courage to take a decision like 
the one on demonetisation 
of high value currencies and 
the introduction of the Goods 
and Services Tax (GST). 

“Former Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi and other min-
isters only thought about de-
monetisation, but did noth-
ing,” he added.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, April 19 (EMN): 
Chief Minister  N Biren 
Singh interacted with 
around 50 students, two 
teachers and a few village 
chiefs from Joupi area in 
Chandel district at the Dur-
bar Hall of Chief Minister’s 
Secretariat on April 19.

The team were on a tour 
to the state capital under 
the initiative of Col. Sachin 
Jain, Commandant of 29 
Assam Rifles, whose Unit 
is currently deployed at the 
interior Indo-Myanmar 
border.

The chief minister en-
couraged the team to work 
hard for the cause of the 
state and the country. He 
also advised the students 
to stay away from drugs and 
other intoxicants. N. Biren 
Singh assured the students 

to put in maximum efforts 
to address their educational 
and developmental needs.

Expressing joy on hear-
ing that the villagers had 
agreed to cultivate lemon-
grass instead of poppy at 
around 250 hectares of land 
at Joupi area on the insist-
ence of Assam Rifles, he 
thanked the paramilitary 
force for taking up such a 
commendable job.

Informing that the new 
state government had initi-
ated a campaign known 
as ‘War on Drugs’ wherein 
drugs and intoxicants are 
being seized in huge quan-
tity and large areas of poppy 
plantations destroyed, the 
chief minister said that the 
alternative livelihoods like 
Mithun rearing, plantation 
of Agar and lemongrass etc. 
would be arranged for the 

poppy growers.
Stating that his govern-

ment’s ‘Go to Hill’ mission 
is underway, and another 
campaign known as ‘Go to 
Village’ is set to kick start 
from May 1 to reach out 
to the villagers of far-flung 
areas, N. Biren Singh ex-
pressed pleasure on in-
teracting with a group of 
young students, teachers 
and village chiefs from in-
terior Joupi area under the 
initiative of Assam Rifles.

The chief minister 
stressed on the need to 
properly utilise the funds 
that comes under Border 
Area Development Pro-
gramme (BADP) to uplift 
the people of border areas. 
He also informed that 80 
per cent of PMGSY funds 
are being utilised in hill 
districts.

Guwahati, April 19 (PTI): In a bid 
to ensure new LPG connections 
and spread awareness about its us-
age in Assam, Indian Oil Corpora-
tion Ltd is set to organise 296 ‘LPG 
Panchayats’ in the state tomorrow, 
a senior company official said.

The Ministry of Petroleum and 
Natural Gas has decided to ob-
serve ‘Ujjwala Diwas’ on April 20 as 
a part of the Gram Swaraj Abhiyan 
(GSA), and the key activity will 
include the 296 LPG Panchayats, 
IOC Assam Oil Division’s Chief 
General Manager Uttiya Bhattach-
arya told reporters here yesterday.

IOC endeavours to ensure new 
LPG connections in 3,042 villages 
in 27 districts of Assam to make 
them smokeless under the GSA, 
which was launched on April 14 
and will continue till May 5.

Dimapur, April 19 (EMN): The ‘long 
welded rail’ (LWR) has been installed 
in rail tracks to make train rides ‘safe 
and jerk free.’ An update from the 
Northeast Frontier Railway (NF)issued 
on April 19 Thursday stated that 90% of 
the rail tracks had been covered with 
LWR since 2017 to 2018, which is about 
648 km.

Long welded rails are said to be 
tracks where there are no ‘fish plated 
joints.’ Since rail joints are a poten-
tial source of jerk, LWR gives a much 
smoother ride and also very safe as 
possibility of joint failure is eliminated 
altogether.  

The LWR is said to be made of end-
to-end welding of single piece rails, 
each of 13 m in length.  The single rails 
are rolled under very strict conditions 
to comply with exact standards in the 
factories of SAIL.  

The rails are then welded end-
to-end by a process known as ‘flash 
butt’ welding. NF Railway has set up 
‘flash butt’ welding plants and com-
missioned mobile ‘flash butt’ welding 
plants which carry out ‘in-situ weld-
ing’ (or ‘in proper place’), the updates 
issued.  

The LWR is said to have been in-
stalled over important bridges, tun-
nels and even on platforms in railway 
stations. Since the length of the rails 
run several kilometres, there is a great 
amount of expansion and contrac-
tion which are taken care of by switch 
joints, the updates informed.

Conversion of ‘fish plated track’ 
into the LWR is an important prerequi-
site to improving the riding quality to 
introduce higher speed and improved 
rolling stock, the updates added.

Mirror Crossword 1794sud0ku 1634
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1793

ACROSS
1. Fanatical
6. Sharp intake of air
10. Pointed instruments
14. Derivative of “Eileen”
15. Operatic solo
16. Footwear
17. 4-footed animal
18. Ad-____
19. Title for a king
20. Shielded
22. Balances
24. Intercollegiate athletic organization
25. Projecting part
26. Browns bread
29. “Inter-____”
30. Actress ____ Lanchester
31. Expect
37. Reposes
39. Attached to a shoulder
40. Unit of measure in chemistry
41. An economic theory
44. “Little House” actress ____ Gilbert
45. Costa ____
46. Choice
48. Travails
52. Manufactured goods
53. Warning sounds
54. Pertaining to trees
58. Columnist ____ Barrett
59. ____ and hearty
61. City in Florida
62. Small insect
63. Angers
64. Sustained postures
65. Leer
66. Plague
67. Rendezvous
 
DOWN
1. Bones that protect the lungs
2. Actor ____ Baldwin
3. Brown or grizzly
4. Lacking understanding

5. Become aware
6. Helmet-shaped part of an 

insect
7. Dry
8. Brother or sister
9. City in northeast New Jersey
10. Very (musical term)
11. Free from color
12. Actress Sophia _____ 

13. Saw (archaic)
21. Space agency
23. Assert
25. Makes slender

26. Semester
27. Margarine
28. Association (abbrev.)
29. Skylighted rooms
32. Narcotics officers
33. Knowledge derived from 

experience
34. Jai ____, sport
35. Tropical plant with edible 

starchy root
36. Style
38. Done to a guitar 42. 

Blimp

43. Biblical country
47. Punctual
48. Very slow tempo (musical 

term)
49. With
50. Trite
51. Speak
52. Forcibly pull or twist
54. Beers
55. Not difficult
56. 50s brother singing group
57. Tilt
60. Metric unit of area

solutions to suD0ku 1633

18 delhi-bound Rohingyas 
arrested in Tripura

Missing man from Manipur returns home after 40 years 

Trouble in Karbi orgs. after wild 
boar comment elicits grunts  

KSA blames Assam govt. for border dispute with Meghalaya 

Stray leopard captured, released in Assam

Tourism will help Tripura 
develop, says  Kumar Deb

Manipur CM interacts with students, othersIOC to organise 
‘LPG Panchayats’ 
in Assam

NF Railways installs 
welded rails

On War Hoofing:



New Delhi, April 19 (PTI): The 
government has ramped up 
printing of currency notes and 
is operating all the four presses 
24x7, an official said on Thurs-
day amid ATMs running dry in 
many parts of the country.

Since this week, the presses 
are minting out `500 and `200 
notes without a break to meet 
an estimated `70,000 crore of 
currency shortfall in the coun-
try, he said.

On an average, the four 
presses of Security Printing and 
Minting Corporation of India 
Limited (SPMCIL) operate for 
18-19 hours daily with a 3-4 
hour break. But since the time 
ATMs ran dry due to “unusual 
spurt in demand” for cash, the 
presses are operating 24X7, an 
official told PTI.

Normally a currency print-
ing cycle is of 15 days, meaning 
thereby the increased number 
of currencies which are being 
printed beginning this week 
would be available only towards 
the end of this month.

The official said that the 
printing of currency 24x7 was 
last done post demonetisation 
when the printing of new `2,000 
notes was fast tracked to meet 
the liquidity shortage in the 
market.

The Reserve Bank of India 

(RBI) had on Tuesday stated 
that there is sufficient cash in 
its vaults and currency chests. 
“Nevertheless, printing of the 

notes has been ramped up in all 
the 4 note presses.”

The shortage may be felt in 
some pockets largely due to lo-
gistical issues of replenishing 

ATMs frequently and the recali-
bration of ATMs being still un-
der way to dispensing smaller 
sized 200 rupee notes, the RBI 

had said.
The Finance Ministry earlier 

this week said there is an unu-
sual spurt in demand in some 
parts of the country like Andhra 

Pradesh, Telangana, Karnataka, 
M.P. and Bihar. In the first 13 
days of the current month, the 
currency demand went up by 
`45,000 crore.

Economic Affairs Secretary 
Subhash Chandra Garg said that 
the government suspects that 
`2,000 notes are being hoarded 
as they are not coming back 
into the circulation fast enough. 
To deal with currency shortage, 
the printing of `500 notes have 
been increased 5 times.

“The currency printing [will 
increase] from `500 crore to 
`2,500 crore per day of `500 
note... So in a month, we will be 
printing about `70,000-`75,000 
crore. This should give you as-
surance that we are geared up 
to meet the rising demand,” he 
had said.

The `2,000 rupee notes ac-
count for about 35 per cent of 
the ̀ 18.43 lakh crore currency in 
circulation in the country. The 
printing of this high denomina-
tion notes has been halted as 
it had reached its threshold of 
`6.70 lakh crore in the system.

The `18.43 lakh crore cur-
rency in circulation compares 
to nearly `17.97 lakh crore cur-
rency in circulation before de-
monetisation of old 500 and 
1000 rupee notes on November 
8, 2016.
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Reliance Infra debuts in railway space, bags EPC contract

Key equity markets rise on Asian 
cues; supportive metal, IT stocks

Chinese bike-sharing service ofo welcomed in India

Empty ATMs: RBI 
governor should 
quit, demands Aibea

Printing presses operating 24x7, 
generating `500, `200 notes: Official

‘Since this week, presses are mint-
ing without a break to meet an es-
timated ₹70,000 crore of currency 
shortfall in the country’

Mumbai, April 19 (IANS): The key Indi-
an equity markets traded in the positive 
territory on Thursday afternoon track-
ing strong cues from the Asian markets.

Heavy buying in the metal, IT and 
capital goods stocks also helped the 
market sentiment to remain positive.

So far, the S&P BSE metal index 
surged around 558.59 points, followed 
by the IT stocks which edged up by 
125.58 points and capital goods stocks, 
by 120.60 points. 

At 1.20 p.m., the wider Nifty50 on the 
National Stock Exchange (NSE) traded 
higher by 33.40 points or 0.32 per cent 
at 10,559.60 points.

The barometer 30-scrip Sensitive In-
dex (Sensex) of the BSE, which opened 
at 34,403.67 points, traded at 34,412.41 
points (1.20 p.m.) -- up 80.73 points or 
0.24 per cent from its previous session’s 
close. The Sensex has so far touched a 
high of 34,478.82 points and a low of 
34,358.91 during the intra-day trade. 

The BSE market breadth was bullish 
with 1,265 advances and 1,082 declines. 

“Markets gained in early morning 
trade as global Asian indices traded in 
green, following the US markets which 
closed with one per cent up-move,” said 
Dhruv Desai, Director and Chief Oper-
ating Officer of Tradebulls.

On Wednesday, profit booking, 
along with heavy selling pressure in the 
banking sector stock, led the key Indian 
equity indices to break their nine-day 
gaining streak and end in red.

The Nifty50 fell by 22.50 points or 
0.21 per cent to close at 10,526.20 points 
on Wednesday, and the Sensex closed at 
34,331.68 points -- down 63.38 points or 
0.18 per cent.

On Thursday, the major gainers 
on the BSE were Tata Steel, Yes Bank, 
Bharti Airtel, Tata Consultancy Serv-
ices and ONGC while Axis Bank, HDFC, 
Sun Pharma, Coal India and ICICI Bank 
were among the top losers.

Motorola ‘Moto G6’ series 
leaked ahead of launch

San Francisco, April 19 (IANS): Details of Lenovo-
owned Motorola’s upcoming “Moto G6” series 
have been leaked online ahead of its launch, the 
media reported. Online smartphone retailers Car-
phone Warehouse and Amazon released pictures 
of the upcoming “Moto G6” and “Moto G6 Plus”.

However, the pages were removed soon after the 
media reported about the leaked details, although 
the models still showed up in a quick search, ac-
cording to CNET. “Colour options, contract pricing 
and some specifications for both phones have been 
prematurely published, allowing us to get an even 
closer look at Motorola’s upcoming Moto G line-
up,” Android Police reported late on Wednesday. 
Moto “G6 Plus”, the report said, would come with a 
5.9-inch display and a “unique dual smart 
camera sys- tem” with landmark 
recogni- tion.

InFocus launches phone with 
‘dualfie’ capability in India

New Delhi, April 19 (IANS): US-based technology 
company InFocus on Thursday launched “Vision 
3 PRO” with face unlock feature in India for Rs 
10,999.

The device comes with a special camera feature 
“dualfie” which allows users to simultaneously use 
the front and rear camera. 

The smartphone has 13 MP+8 MP, wide-angle 
dual rear camera with phase detection auto focus 
(PDAF).

Truecaller hits 100mn daily active 
users globally

New Delhi, April 19 (IANS): Popular communica-
tion app Truecaller on Thursday announced that 
in less than a year, the app has leapfrogged from 
100 million monthly active users (MAUs) to 100 
million daily active users (DAUs) globally.

“There are only a handful of mobile-only serv-
ices that impact as many users each and every day 
and we are humbled to be able to join this exclu-
sive group,” Alan Mamedi, CEO and Co-founder of 
Truecaller wrote in a blog post.

NEWS IN BRIEF
Mumbai, April 19 (IANS): Re-
liance Infrastructure Limited 
EPC has received the Letter of 
Award (LOA) from Rail Vikas 
Nigam Limited (RVNL) for its 
maiden railway project worth 
Rs 774 crore for the construc-
tion of third rail line between 
Jimidipeta and Gotlam on East 
Coast Railway on Engineering, 
Procurement and Construc-
tion (EPC) basis, the company 
said on Thursday.

The 105 km-long line will 
run in Andhra Pradesh and 
Odisha. The scope of work in-
cludes civil, track, electrifica-
tion, signalling and telecom 
works of the rail line. The work 

also includes construction of 
13 railway stations and staff 
quarters. 

“RInfra has strong creden-
tial in successful execution of 
complex EPC projects in vari-
ous sectors including railway 
and metro space. This order 
marks our foray into Railway 
EPC segment and further 
strengthens Reliance Infra-
structure Limited’s bona fide 
to lead in construction of rail 
transportation systems. The 
company is well positioned in 
the emerging railway market 
and poised to capture a sizable 
share,” said Arun Gupta, CEO, 
Reliance Infrastructure EPC.

The railway line between 
Jimidipeta to Gotlam is part 
of Titlagarh-Vizianagaram 
section. At present, Titlagarh-

Vizianagaram is a double line 
(electrified) track section of 
Jharsuguda- Visakhapatnam 
line.

It is an important rail link 
between Jharsuguda and Vi-

sakhapatnam, and serves as 
a bypass rail link to Howrah-
Mumbai trunk route and 
Howrah-Chennai main line of 

East Coast region. 
It also caters to the goods 

and passenger traffic from 
Bhubaneswar, Sambalpur and 
Raygada with Koraput on the 
Kottavalsa-Kirandaul line. The 

line traverses through western 
Odisha and Andhra Pradesh. 
This line will lead to develop-
ment around the entire area, 
the statement said.

Indian Railways has a plan 
outlay of more than Rs 7 lakh 
crores in the coming five years 
towards decongestion of rail-
way line (doubling), new rail-
way line, high speed railway, 
station development and oth-
ers.

Reliance Infrastructure 
Limited is keenly pursuing 
project opportunities worth 
around Rs 2 lakh crore to in-
crease its EPC order book to Rs 
50,000 crore by FY19.

Beijing, April 19 (IANS): 
Chinese bike-sharing 
company ofo received 
more than 1.1 million or-
ders in India in the first 
quarter in 2018, the firm 
said on Thursday.

The company an-
nounced the decision to 
enter the Indian market 
in November 2017. Its 
service is now available in 

seven Indian cities of New 
Delhi, Indore, Bengaluru, 
Ahmedabad, Pune, Coim-
batore and Chennai, 
Xinhua news agency re-
ported. “India has a huge 
population and with the 
worsening of urban prob-
lems like environmental 
pollution and traffic con-
gestion, India needs more 
environmentally-friendly 

public transport solu-
tions,” said Dexter Sim, in 
charge of ofo’s business in 
India.

“There are 15 more 
Indian cities interested in 
the bike-sharing service,” 
Sim said. So far, ofo has 
operations in 19 foreign 
countries and offers more 
than 120,000 green rides 
in over 70 cities overseas.

Chennai, April 19 
(IANS): The All India 
Bank Employees’ Asso-
ciation (Aibea) on Thurs-
day demanded Reserve 
Bank of India Governor 
Urjit Patel quit as the 
central bank is grossly 
negligent on several is-
sues, including the cash-
less ATMs across the 
country.

In a statement is-
sued here, Aibea  
General Secretary 
C . H . Ve n k a t a c h a l a m 
said: “RBI has increas-
ingly become irrelevant 
because they are becom-
ing an appendage of the 
Government, not enforc-
ing their independent 
powers.

“In issue after issue, 
RBI is found wanting. 
It is high time that the 
present RBI Governor 
owns up and resigns or 
he should be removed. 
RBI is grossly negligent.” 

Referring to Patel’s 
statement that there 
are adequate currency 
notes after several ATMs 
in several states ran dry, 
Venkatachalam asked: 
“Then where have the 
currency notes gone? 
Are they (RBI) not to in-
vestigate? Are they not to 
ensure that banks have 
enough cash to meet the 
requirements of custom-
ers?”

He also said fearing 
safety of their money as 
many banks are suffer-
ing losses due to loans 
turning bad, frauds and 
the bail-in clause in the 
Financial Resolution 
and Deposit Insurance 
(FRDI) Bill, 2017, cus-
tomers are also with-
drawing cash and keep 
it idle at home, adding to 
the cash crunch.

As per the bail-in 
clause in the FRDI Bill, 
banks can use customers 
deposits to come out of 
their financial trouble.

TECNO Mobile launches new 
affordable smartphone in India

New Delhi, April 19 (IANS): TECNO Mobile, a sub-
sidiary of Hong Kong-based Transsion Holdings, 
on Thursday launched a new “Camon i Sky” smart-
phone in India for Rs 7,499.

“The launch of ‘Camon i Sky’ is pivotal in 
strengthening our portfolio and ensuring that we 
have offerings at key price points,” Gaurav Tikoo, 
Senior Vice President, Marketing, TRANSSION 
India, said in a statement. “Camon i Sky” houses 
13MP primary camera with PDAF, an F/2.0 aper-
ture. It has rear 2X flash while the 8MP front cam-
era also comes with dual selfie flash.

The device has a screen-to-body ratio of 
81.3 per cent and has an 
aspect ratio of 18:9. 

“Camon i Sky” is 
powered by a quad 
core processor and is 
fuelled by 3,050mAh 
battery.

The smartphone 
has 2GB RAM and 
16GB internal storage.
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Development is Key
A

fter the landslide win in Tripura, when Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi claimed that victory 
could be achieved because of his government’s 
thrust to development in the North-Eastern 

region, we all were obliged to believe so. This was per-
haps the first time that a Prime Minister of the country 
attributed an electoral victory to development. It was 
a welcome relief for the North-Easterners as they have 
always urged the government to use development as a 
potent weapon to fight the causes that made the North-
East economically ailing. As general elections are near-
ing, one thought that the Central Government will put 
more thrust towards is developing the region if the rul-
ing party has to fulfil its dream of winning 22 seats out 
of 25 from the region.

But quite shockingly it has now been revealed by the 
parliamentary standing committee attached to Surface 
Transport ministry in its recent report that the region 
is as neglected as ever. The report points out unneces-
sary delay in clearing road projects in the region which 
severely affects development. After going through the 
report if anyone forms the opinion that North-East will 
continue to suffer permanently because of the prevail-
ing apathy towards the region, he or she should not be 
blamed. Rulers in Delhi are yet to realize that the best 
way of bringing back peace in this trouble-torn region 
is development. Any attempt to deal with the problems 
the region is facing as a mere law and order problem is 
bound to be counter-productive.

It’s a pity that even after seven decades of Independ-
ence our rulers are yet to bring development to the re-
gion. Some development must have taken place, but 
that’s not sufficient. The standing committee has point-
ed out that projects meant for NE were not delayed be-
cause of non cooperation of the state administration or 
the people of North-East. Rather, the projects are get-
ting delayed as the central authorities are taking long to 
clear those proposals. This is inexplicable. Why the cen-
tral government delays in sanctioning the proposals? 
Does it think that even behind development schemes 
there are some anti national elements? Why can’t they 
have full faith on local leadership who are elected by 
popular votes? Do they think that by giving green sig-
nals to various development projects they will actually 
end up helping other countries, not India? It is time 
now for the central authorities to come with proper ex-
planation. It should keep it in mind that neglect is one 
of the reasons responsible for the growth of secession-
ism in this part of the country. Fortunately, the trend is 
now gone. North-Easterners are now all for develop-
ment. By ensuring speedy economic development, the 
populace are aspiring to make up for  lost time. This 
sentiment should be respected not by mere lip service 
but through real deeds. The planners should keep it in 
mind that North-Easterners are as patriotic as other 
Indians are. They have every right to be the soldiers of 
nation’s growth. That is their birthright. Any attempt to 
rob that right will be met with a befitting answer. The 
tendency to deprive North-East should be prevented at 
once. Otherwise, we will never be able to build a strong 
and united India.

Children at the BRD Medical College, Gorakhpur (File Photo). Credit: PTI

Government’s New Health Insurance Scheme 
Should Be Based on Evidence, Transparency

God’s love for us is undeserved yet unchanging.

One afternoon I spent two hours at an art exhibit—
The Father & His Two Sons: The Art of Forgive-
ness—in which all of the pieces were focused on 

Jesus’s parable of the prodigal son (see Luke 15:11–
31). I found Edward Riojas’s painting The Prodigal Son 
especially powerful. The painting portrays the once way-
ward son returning home, wearing rags and walking 
with his head down. With a land of death behind him, he 
steps onto a pathway where his father is already running 
toward him. At the bottom of the painting are Jesus’s 
words, “But when he was yet a great way off, his father 
saw him, and had compassion” (v. 20 kjv).

I was deeply moved by realizing once more how 
God’s unchanging love has altered my life. When I 
walked away from Him, He didn’t turn His back, but kept 
looking, watching, and waiting. His love is undeserved 
yet unchanging; often ignored yet never withdrawn.

We all are guilty, yet our heavenly Father reaches out 
to welcome us, just as the father in this story embraced 
his wayward son. “Let’s have a feast and celebrate,” the 
father told the servants. “For this son of mine was dead 
and is alive again; he was lost and is found” (vv. 23–24).

The Lord still rejoices over those who return to Him 
today—and that’s worth celebrating!

Father, as we receive Your love and forgiveness, may 
we also extend it to others in Your name.

Laura E. Downey, Shankar 
Prinja and Francoise A. Cluzeau 

| thewire.in

Effective 
implementation of 
the National Health 
Protection Mission 
will require robust 
governance processes.

T
he recently announced Ayush-
man Bharat National Health 
Protection Mission (NHPM) 
is reported to be the largest 

government-sponsored insurance 
scheme in the world, with a target 
population of 500 million citizens (al-
though, in actual fact, China’s New 
Rural Cooperative Medical Scheme 
aims to cover 800 million). To put this 
into perspective, the scheme will cover 
a population ten times that covered 
under Obamacare in the US, with less 
than a hundredth of the budget.

Estimated to cost $1.7 billion an-
nually, the scheme will cover approxi-
mately 1,500 secondary and tertiary 
care procedures for those that meet 
the eligibility criteria. The responsi-
bility for financing the scheme will be 
shared between the Central and the 
state governments, where purchasing 
would occur either through a state-
run trust fund or a market-driven ten-
dering process, though it is unclear 
how this will work in practice as of yet. 
The states will be given flexibility over 
the financial administration of the 
scheme, choice of care providers and 
means of purchasing and procure-
ment.

This ‘National Health Protection 
Scheme’ (NHPS) is a big-ticket item on 
the Indian political agenda.

With limitless demands upon the 
budget, how will the government max-
imise value to ensure the most health 
is bought for every rupee spent? The 
answer lies in using available evidence 
and a well-governed, inclusive, trans-
parent and fair process to set the right 
priorities and bridge the divide be-
tween the policy, academic, clinical 
and industry communities to bolster 
the Indian health system.

Value for money
The Indian government can strength-
en the design and implementation of 
this scheme by drawing from local ini-
tiatives such as the DHR’s Health Tech-
nology Assessment board, the MO-
HFW’s Standard Treatment Guidelines 
programme, the National Accredita-
tion Board for Hospitals and Health-
care and nascent digital information 
capture systems.

Competing demands require the 
explicit definition of what will and 
will not be covered under NHPS, as 
the budget can only stretch so far, so 
getting the best bang for the buck is 
important. When defining the NHPS 
package, those involved should look to 
the evidence for where the most value 
for money can be gained and target 
those interventions. There are low-
cost interventions that can deliver big 
results, such as vaccines, some high-
cost interventions that deliver little 
gain, and the rest that fall somewhere 
in the middle.

Some international best practice 
suggests that one should first identify 
those ‘low hanging fruit’ and ensure 
that they are adequately covered in 
the package. Those interventions that 
have been found to be bad value for 
money in other similar contexts should 
also be excluded from the package. In 
addition, all efforts should be made to 
identify local data to support claims of 
where the government can get the best 
value, and importantly, what is feasi-
ble in terms of implementation.

It is also important to remember 
that low cost does not necessarily 
mean cost effective – if an intervention 
is cheap but does not work, it is still a 

waste of money. Every misspent rupee 
adds up quickly when multiplied by 
500 million.

To ensure the package is good 
value for money, the NHPM will sig-
nificantly benefit from developing an 
allied relationship with the Depart-
ment of Health Research (DHR). The 
DHR has established HTAIn – a body 
charged with the responsibility of 
conducting health technology assess-
ment to produce evidence regarding 
the cost-effectiveness, or value for 
money, of health interventions to in-
form resource allocation decisions. 
The HTAIn can play a unique and im-
portant role in informing and updat-
ing the list of services provided under 
the NHPM to ensure maximum value 
of expenditure under this programme.

The package of care covered under 
the UK’s National Health Service oper-
ates in a similar manner, utilising the 
evidence on the cost-effectiveness of 
interventions produced by an autono-
mous government-funded institution, 
the National Institute of Health and 
Care Excellence, to inform decisions 
regarding what should and should not 
be covered by government spending in 
the health sector.

Similarly, studies conducted by the 
Health Intervention Technology As-
sessment Program (HITAP) of Thai-
land inform coverage decisions under 
the Thai Universal Health Coverage 
Scheme. In fact, this kind of explicit 
cost-effectiveness evidence is used in 
almost all high-income and most mid-
dle-income countries for this purpose. 
There is a huge value to be gained 
from the evidence generated by the 
HTAIn to ensure that every rupee 
spent, including that on the NHPM, 
is buying the most health possible for 
the money.

Robust governance
Effective implementation of the 
NHPM will require robust governance 
processes. The tragedy in Gorakhpur, 
in which several children died because 
of lack of oxygen is still fresh in the 
minds of both the Indian and global 
health community. As the private sec-
tor will be one of the leading benefi-
ciaries of this scheme, public-private 
partnerships must be carefully regu-
lated and closely monitored if such 
tragedies are to be avoided in future.

Insurance fraud is also fast becom-
ing the primary concern of state health 
leaders, and with good reason – there 
were many reports of profiteering 
clinicians carrying out unnecessary 
procedures under RSBY. A 2010 WHO 
analysis estimated that up to 40% of 
health spending globally is wasted, 
with insurance fraud being a high con-

tributor.
The existing National Accreditation 

Board for Hospitals and Healthcare 
Providers could provide a foundation 
for scaling-up accreditation of provid-
ers through regular auditing and per-
formance review to improve quality 
and accountability for care. This could 
be made a necessary requirement of 
provider empanelment under NHPM 
to improve quality of care and reduce 
fraudulent claims.

The introduction of strong informa-
tion systems for comprehensive digital 
data capture, as proposed by the NITI 
Aayog’s digital strategy, will also be 
important in capturing data that can 
enhance accountability and improve 
governance, opening the possibility 
for utilisation of next-generation fi-
nance technology such as blockchain. 
Accountability for the quality of care 
can also be linked to health financing 
through building quality criteria into 
the procurement, reimbursement and 
appraisal processes.

A weakness of the previous public-
ly financed health insurance schemes 
has been the lack of regulation for the 
demand-side cost sharing by private 
providers. As a result, despite hav-
ing agreed to provide care based on a 
package, private providers charged the 
balance bill to patients. This practice 
needs to stop through appropriately 
designed package rates determined by 
robust costing studies, as well as effec-
tive monitoring mechanisms during 
implementation. The NHPM could be 
strengthened by moving away from 
traditional demand-side cost sharing 
to supply-side cost sharing, where the 
private providers will need to adjust to 
the new strategic purchasing mecha-
nisms.

In the long-term, evidence-in-
formed Standard Treatment Guide-
lines (STGs) and quality standards 
such as those under MHFW could be 
built into the reimbursement proc-
ess to ensure that all care is deliv-
ered according to evidence-based 
best practice. The state governments 
may also be empowered to withhold 
reimbursement funds if a service is 
deemed inappropriate or of insuffi-
cient quality when compared to those 
accredited STG’s and/or evidence-
based care pathways. These efforts 
could be expanded to form a man-
datory component of the provision 
and assessment of healthcare in the 
country to ensure that care is not only 
made available to all citizens of India 
but that they are able to access high-
quality care.

Other measures
Finally, credibility, buy-in and uptake 

of the scheme could be enhanced by 
involving the stakeholder community 
in the process. It is widely accepted 
that the policy process benefits from 
being inclusive and multi-discipli-
nary to ensure that policies ade-
quately represent societal values and 
incorporate multiple views through 
different lenses.

Having the medical community 
involved in the process of policy de-
velopment and decision making in-
creases the buy-in from the clinical 
community by enhancing the cred-
ibility of the process. It is also standard 
practice in many countries around the 
world to invite active participation by 
civil society throughout policy devel-
opment. This also goes some way to 
ensuring that decisions are fair, equi-
table and ethical.

India has a particularly complex 
human landscape to traverse, with 
many people divided among political, 
religious, caste, socio-economic status 
and gender divides. As the economy 
of the country continues to grow, so 
too does the inequity between differ-
ent divides, such as between rich and 
poor, and men and women, as evi-
denced through India’s falling rank in 
the Human Development Index over 
recent years.

Under Ashman Bharat, the 
NHPS is complemented by a strat-
egy to strengthen primary healthcare 
through the establishment of Health 
and Wellness Centres. While financial 
protection of India’s poor through the 
NHPM will be crucial, its success will 
also depend on the government’s abil-
ity to galvanise comprehensive pri-
mary healthcare through these health 
and wellness centres towards univer-
sal health coverage.

The NHPM brings with it a unique 
opportunity to reach all 500 million 
proposed beneficiaries, bridging those 
economic, gender and social divides, 
and reducing the inequity between 
different groups of people. Gender-
forward policies would also be of par-
ticular importance to enhance the sig-
nificant health gains made for women 
in India over the last three decades. 
Advancing gender equality drives for-
ward gains not only in health but also 
in education, employment and liveli-
hoods for entire communities.

The emergence of this health in-
surance scheme is a welcome develop-
ment as it brings health to the forefront 
of the political arena and mainstream 
public discourse. The success of deci-
sions regarding the health of the na-
tion will largely hinge on ensuring 
that the services prioritised under the 
scheme are evidence-based, well-gov-
erned, transparent and inclusive.

Desecrators of Hinduism

Rape of women are not uncommon occurrences 
around the world. But Rape, in India, is differ-
ent; for while in other parts of the World, rape 
is usually committed by Sexual Predators and 

Sexual Deviants; in India, rape and sexual exploitation of  
Dalit women is seen as a sort of prerogative by many Up-
per Caste Hindu men; and North-Eastern women, with 
their Mongoloid Features and Western attire are viewed 
as easy sexual targets by Mainland Indians. This leads to 
India topping the charts in Sexual Crimes.

But, even for India, where Rape of Women is hardly 
noticed by Mainstream Media, the case of Asifa is horrifi-
cally shocking. Where else in the world would you find 
an 8 year old girl, kidnapped, starved and drugged for 
days on end, repeatedly gang raped by Lawmakers and 
Law Enforcement Officials, and raped and murdered in 
a Prayer Hall/House, no less? Where else would you find 

Investigative Officers taking bribes to fudge the Investiga-
tion? Lawyers protesting in support of the Accused and 
trying to prevent the filing of Charges? Legislators, across 
states, defending the accused?  The Head of Government 
of the Country keeping mum, until forced by Public and 
International Outrage, to issue a few grudging words of  
consolation? Only in The India of the R.S.S./B.J.P.

The Moslem Fanatic is bad enough, perverting Islam 
to justify his acts of terrorism; but the Hindu Fanatic is 
worse, for he uses Hinduism to cloak his personal devian-
cy. If  the Rapists and Murderers of Asifa wanted to scare 
her Bakerwal Community into leaving the Area, they 
could have murdered her and left her body to be found; 
but no, they were just a bunch of Child-Raping pedophiles 
who used her to satisfy their Demonic Lusts. This was no 
ordinary rape, nor did it reflect bestiality, for even animals 
don’t do what these creatures did; no, they personified the 

very Devil Himself, when the raped and murdered poor 
little, innocent Asifa.    

The core Principle of every mainstream Religion in 
the world is Love and Respect for Humanity. Hinduism is 
one of the most tolerant of all religions; it seeks to assimi-
late and co-exist with other religions, rather than confront 
and convert people of other Religions. But the R.S.S., with 
its Agenda of Hindu Supremacy, bearing shades of Hit-
ler’s Theory of Aryan Supremacy, has managed to bring 
out all that is bad in Human Nature in the baser elements 
of the Hindus of India. The rape and murder of Asifa was 
nothing less than the Rape and Murder of Humanity it-
self; and that the R.S.S. /B.J.P. Leadership tried to defend 
it shows that they are nothing less than Desecrators of  
Hinduism.

Kahuto Chishi Sumi
kahuto107@gmail.com
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DAILY
PATH

The Art of 
Forgiveness

BIBLE READ:  LUKE 15:11–24 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

While he was still a long way off, his father saw him 
and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his 

son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.     
~  Luke 15:20
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): The more you 
talk to people, the more successful you’ll 
be, Aries. Everyone is a valuable resource, 
so tap in to this boundless well. Your agility 

with words and facts is impressive, so use it to your ad-
vantage. Friends are a source of great joy, and this is a 
wonderful time to be with them. For the most part, it 
doesn’t matter what you’re doing. The person you’re 
with is what is important.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Be careful of 
people who talk a great deal and promise the 
world but have a difficult time delivering the 
goods, Taurus. You might get trapped today if 

you rely on people who simply don’t come through the 
way they said they would. Feel free to engage in social 
activities with partners, but don’t sign any major busi-
ness deals with them at this time.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Your positive 
strength is especially noticeable today. You 
may find that you’re radiating gloriously to 
the people around you, Gemini. This is due 

to your polite, gentle, and peaceful nature. You’re the 
jewel that isn’t always noticed or appreciated as much 
as it should be. More than likely, you leave it up to oth-
ers to make the first move. Consider being the instiga-
tor today. The world is in your hands.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Cancer, instead 
of digging deep into the barrel looking only 
for the misshapen, bruised, and rotten ap-
ples, concentrate on bringing up the shiny, 

bright red ones. This way you’ll bring laughter and 
smiles to the company around you rather than miser-
able frowns. Whatever you bring to the surface will be 
distributed far and wide, so make sure you reach for 
the good times instead of the sour ones.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Today there are 
many areas in which you can shine, Leo. 
You need only be yourself to win over the 
hearts of others. There is a graciousness to 

your manner that draws people close to you, whether 
or not you’ve ever noticed it before. Realize this, and 
know that it isn’t a fluke. You need not take much ac-
tion. It will come to you.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): If you’re feeling 
needy today, you might consider seeking 
counsel from others, Virgo. Close partners 
might make light of the situation, so if you’re 

looking for deep metaphysical advice, you might want 
to look elsewhere. Most of all, pamper yourself with 
some relaxing downtime. This day is well suited for 
playing board games, watching a movie, or reading the 
latest edition of your favorite magazine.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Get out in the 
fresh air today in whatever way suits your 
fancy, Libra. It’s important to exercise 
your body with some brisk physical ac-

tivity, or at least refresh your spirit with a ride in a 
convertible. This is a terrific time for you. You feel 
alive and joyous about your life. Join with others to 
recognize all that you have, and give thanks for your 
meal tonight.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Making deci-
sions today is apt to be nearly impossible for 
you, Scorpio. That’s why you should leave 
them up to someone else. Walk with your 

partner so you don’t have to really think about where 
you’re going. Your job is to focus on the emotional side 
of things and make it safe for everyone to dream. Your 
loving, caring nature is a valuable commodity these 
days. Protect and cherish this gift.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): This is go-
ing to be one of those days when you get an-
noyed if someone takes too long to make up 
his or her mind about something, Sagittarius. 

You aren’t going to have the patience to abide anyone 
who continues to go over every single detail of an issue. 
You’re more likely to want to simply make a decision, 
for better or worse.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Use the 
power of words as an artistic medium to ex-
press yourself, Capricorn. You have a magic 
way with words that often goes unrecog-

nized. Your sensual nature is poetic. You shouldn’t de-
prive others of this talent, so show it off to the world. 
Perhaps you’re moved to write a love poem to a part-
ner who means a great deal to you. As trite as this may 
sound, it’s actually very romantic.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Whatever you’re 
working on at this time can be expanded tre-
mendously with the help of a partner, especial-
ly a creative project or written work, Aquarius. 

Watch as one seed of an idea blossoms into a whole field 
of creativity. There is more than meets the eye as you find 
yourself soaring higher and higher. Remember that you’re 
only restricted by your own imagination, so dream big.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Take advantage 
of the lighthearted, flighty feeling of the day 
instead of getting annoyed by it, Pisces. You 
can’t hide in your bedroom forever. Well, 

you could, but you’d end up wasting away and no one 
would even notice. This is a good day to get out and 
have fun with friends. Make wishes for people instead 
of cursing them. Make connections. Remember to 
laugh as often as possible.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

S
he was only  22 years old, but her at-
tending doctor in Texas was running 
out of options. The sticky substance 
coating the patient’s lungs was par 

for the course with cystic fibrosis (CF); 
mucus is a signature of this heritable, pro-
gressive and incurable disease. So, too, is 
infection. But this time, a particularly nasty 
and stubborn bug had taken hold. The per-
sistent presence of bacteria was putting an 
additional burden on the young woman’s 
already overtaxed respiratory system, and 
chronic infection degrades lung function. 
The best antibiotics Western medicine had 
to offer had failed.

The Scottish physician Alexander Flem-
ing discovered the first modern antibiotic, 
penicillin, in 1928. In 1945, Fleming issued 
a warning: should we misuse or overuse 
antibiotics, bacteria can and will resist. 
Today, resistance has become a scourge of 
modern medicine. Not only did we deploy 
antibiotics to save lives, but for commercial 
gain – pumping them into industrial farm 
animals, from cows and pigs to chicken 
and fish. Under pressure from this assault, 
bacterial populations did what they’d done 
for aeons: evolve or die. Those strains that 
could survive antibiotics are now winning 
the evolutionary race, and we are progres-
sively running out of cures.

One solution, according to the late Josh-
ua Lederberg, a Nobel Prize-winning mo-
lecular biologist, is to ‘drop the Manichean 
view of microbes: “We good; they evil”.’ In a 
2000 essay in Science magazine, he argued 
that humans needed to work with nature 
rather than against it; we needed to take 
‘the germs’-eye view of infection’. Mod-
ern medicine tends to adopt a somewhat 
mechanistic approach: fix the flaw, repair 
the malfunction, extricate and eradicate the 
invading entity. But the human body and 
illness do not follow such linear paths; they 
are influenced by ecological and evolution-
ary processes, which new treatments might 
try to manage in a more holistic way.

In the case of the young woman, the 
bacteria that had colonised her respiratory 
system was called Pseudomonas aerugi-
nosa. It’s one of a dozen or more bugs com-
monly acquired in hospitals, but can be 
found almost anywhere, from a door knob 
to the kitchen sink. Those with CF are par-
ticularly susceptible; by some estimates 
nearly 60 per cent of adults with CF are in-
fected with the potentially lethal bacteria. 
In a petri dish, P aeruginosa grows into a 
shimmering blue-green colony of cells; in 
an infected lung, the microbes build a for-
tress of sticky slime. Within these so-called 
biofilms, the community of bacteria work 
together, share food, provide protection 
for one another, and swap DNA. Like most 
of us, bacteria work ‘better’ together. They 
can also hide from a body’s immune cells, 
and from antibiotics. When a biofilm forms, 
whether on the inner surface of the lungs, 
a catheter or a surgical patch, it’s tricky to 
eradicate. To add insult to infection, like 
many other pathogens, P aeuroginosa is 
becoming increasingly antibiotic-resistant.

But the patient’s father had read about 
an experimental approach called ‘phage 
therapy’ that involved infecting infections 
with a virus. He suggested it to the physi-
cian. In October 2017, she contacted Ben-
jamin Chan, a young microbiologist at Yale 
University. Alongside his colleague, the 
ecologist and evolutionary biologist Paul 
Turner, he’d been pioneering ways to make 
the therapy more reliable. Did Chan and 
Turner, she wondered, have a phage that 
might save her patient?

Phage therapy is not so much a cutting-
edge new treatment as a revival and updat-
ing of an old one. ‘Phage’ derives from the 
Ancient Greek phágos, for ‘glutton’, and 
phageîn, ‘to eat’. In a biological context, it’s 
short for ‘bacteriophage’: a category of vi-
ruses, each of which targets a specific spe-
cies or strain of bacteria. You can find them 
anywhere and everywhere. Chan goes ‘bio-
prospecting’ for phages in sewage, ponds 
and drains – basically ‘wherever the bacte-
ria are,’ he told me. ‘It’s pretty gross.’

Phages were discovered before modern 

antibiotics, more than a century ago, when 
physicians had few options for curing in-
fectious diseases. At the time, the bacteria 
behind diseases such as anthrax, tuber-
culosis, syphilis and diphtheria had been 
revealed, but viruses remained something 
of an enigma. Here were disease-causing 
agents capable of passing through the fin-
est bacteria-catching filters. What could be 
smaller than bacteria? The true nature of vi-
ruses would remain a mystery for decades: 
bits of DNA wrapped in protein, straddling 
the netherworld between living and inert, 
which commandeer the cell’s reproductive 
machinery to make dozens or hundreds of 
copies of themselves.

By 1919, Félix d’Herelle, a French-Cana-
dian microbiologist, had noticed that cer-
tain viruses had bacteria-busting powers. 
That summer at a hospital in Paris, three 
young brothers whose sister died from 
dysentery had come under the care of the 
paediatrician Victor Henri Hutinel. Having 
isolated a phage from the faeces of another 
dysentery patient, d’Herelle was ready to 
give the treatment a go. After taking a swig 
of the prepared phage solution (along with 
Hutinel and several interns) and showing 
no ill effect, the microbiologist was per-
mitted to inject one sibling, and eventually 
the others. Within a day, their symptoms 
subsided. By the next decade, physicians 
around the globe were preparing phage 
‘cocktails’, mixing multiple live viruses, to 
treat patients with typhoid, staph, strep and 
cholera.

Antibiotics can attack a 
number of infections, but 

each phage responds only to 
a specific bacterial strain

But phages were soon eclipsed by other 
treatments. In 1910, the first synthetic an-
timicrobial, a molecule related to arsenic 
known as arsphenamine or Salvarsan, had 
been found to be an effective treatment for 
syphilis. Then came Fleming’s discovery 
of penicillin, a naturally occurring chemi-
cal compound originally extracted from 
mould. It worked by attacking the bacterial 
cell wall, a structure made of sugars and 
amino acids that is common to most bac-
teria. Like a chicken-wire frame, the wall 
is what prevents bacteria from exploding 
under their own internal pressure. Make a 
chink in the wall, and – bam! The cell bursts 
like an overfilled balloon, leaving our hu-
man cells, which have a different structure, 
relatively unscathed. By the 1940s, doctors 
were liberally dispensing the ‘miracle drug’ 
of penicillin; in the following decades, other 
antibiotics such as carbapenems, polymyx-
ins and macrolides were developed, each 
capitalising on some distinctive feature that 
divided bacterial cells from our own.

Throughout the first half of the 20th 
century, research into phage therapy con-
tinued. But it soon became obvious that 
antibiotics enjoyed several advantages. 
They could be meted out in much more 
precise and effective doses than phage vi-
ruses, which had to be grown within their 
bacterial host cells, and then collected and 
cleaned up. Antibiotics could also attack a 
number of different infections, but because 
each phage responded only to a specific 
bacterial strain, a doctor had to be sure that 
he (as most of them were back then) had 
the right phage for the relevant infection. 
Unscrupulous producers hawked products 
with little or no virus, or the wrong kind of 
phage. Sometimes the therapy worked bril-
liantly but other times it failed. A couple of 
negative reviews published in The Journal 
of the American Medical Association in the 
1930s and ’40s didn’t help. By the middle 
of the century, phage therapy was essen-
tially dead in the US and Western Europe – 
though it continued in parts of Eastern Eu-
rope, where antibiotics were expensive and 
doctors continued to refine treatments and 
build phage libraries, indexed by the strain 
of bacteria they preyed upon.

In 2015, Thomas Patterson, a professor 
at the University of California, San Diego, 
was on holiday in Egypt. He became ill 

with a fever and stomach pain; he started 
vomiting, and his heart was racing. He 
was eventually diagnosed with an inflam-
mation of the pancreas and, after being 
evacuated to Germany, an infection. The 
bug infecting Patterson, Acinetobacter 
baumannii, outmanoeuvred one antibi-
otic treatment after another. Physicians 
drained and drugged him, but the mi-
crobes continued to reproduce and cause 
havoc. Flown back home to California, Pat-
terson lay in the intensive-care unit, in a 
coma and clinging to life after four months 
of hospitalisation and treatment.

Patterson’s wife, Steffanie Strathdee, is 
an infectious disease epidemiologist. She 
began searching for alternative treatments 
and, at her request, the physician agreed 
to try phages. At the time, there were only 
a few known locations in the US that had 
been collecting and characterising such 
viruses. But as it turned out, A baumannii 
was also a problem for patients with com-
bat injuries, and the US Army and Navy had 
already been experimenting with a relevant 
phage. Another option for a phage cocktail 
came from a university in Texas and a Cali-
fornia-based biotech company.

Because the therapy wasn’t yet approved 
in the US, Patterson’s medical team had to 
obtain permission from the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) to use an ‘emergency 
investigational new drug’. The first treat-
ment was promising: within days, Patter-
son awoke after weeks in a coma. But then 
A baumannii began resisting the phages 
that had been administered. Just as bacte-
ria can evolve resistance to antibiotics, they 
can develop resistance to bacteriophages. 
So the doctors sought a new combination 
of phages able to infect the resistant strain.

In the end, Patterson recovered; be-
cause he remained on antibiotics through-
out the ordeal and under a great deal of 
medical care, it’s difficult to attribute the 
success to any one treatment. But it’s very 
likely that phages helped to turn the situ-
ation to Patterson’s advantage. During the 
episode, while isolating and culturing the 
bug that the virus would attack, the team 
noticed something curious: A baumannii 
had apparently regained some sensitiv-
ity to antibiotics. It seemed that the phage 
exerted selective evolutionary pressure on 
the bacterium, so that it could survive the 
virus only by losing its antibiotic resistance. 
These sorts of effects had been observed 
decades ago, before phages slid out of West-
ern medicine. If better understood, could 
this phenomenon be used to our advan-
tage? Could evolution be used as a tool?

Unlike traditional 
antibiotics, phages are both 
a self-sustaining and self-

limiting treatment

This is what Chan and Turner have been 
trying to do for the past five years. Their 
strategy is to find phages that can do more 
than simply kill offending bacteria, the way 
antibiotics do; they want phages that can 
push the right evolutionary buttons, ren-
dering the patient’s bacteria more vulner-
able to antibiotics, less virulent, or even 
harmless. Chan and Turner call this wiz-
ardry ‘evolutionary engineering’.

Phages exploit what are known as recep-
tors: a bit of protein or other biomolecule 
protruding from the bacterial cell’s surface. 
When a phage enters the bloodstream or 
slips into a layer of mucus, it tumbles about 
until it bumps into a strain of bacteria that 
possesses a receptor that matches its own 
particular needs, even if the bug is shelter-
ing within a biofilm: unlike many antibiot-
ics, phages can penetrate the sticky protec-
tive layer. Upon gaining access, the virus 
then hijacks the bacterial cell to make cop-
ies of itself, and these new phages go about 
infecting more bacterial cells, until there 
are no more left to infect. This makes phag-
es, unlike traditional antibiotics, both a self-
sustaining and self-limiting treatment.

One way that phages can help is by tar-
geting receptors known as virulence fac-
tors, which enhance bacteria’s capacity 
to survive and reproduce in the body. If a 
phage goes after a particular virulence fac-
tor, only those cells that are less virulent – 
and therefore less nasty for the patient – will 
likely survive.

Another set of targets are the factors 
that act as defences against antibiotics. 
Some resistant bacteria use certain re-
ceptors as molecular pumps, which allow 
them to push out the drugs before they 
can enter and kill the bacterial cell. Cer-
tain phages use these very same pumps 
for their entrance into the bug. Should a 
random mutation to the right receptor 
occur, the virus might no longer be able 
to penetrate the bacterium. But the twist 
is that this same bacterium will no long-
er be able to pump out antibiotics. Only 
those without resistance will be likely to 
survive. This sort of evolutionary game is 
the dance of life, whether it’s happening 
in the ocean, a pond or inside a patient 
suffering from infection. Here, the phage 
is like a predator, forcing the bacteria to 
innovate to survive. The pressure that 
the virus exerts on the process of natu-
ral selection nudges the bacteria onto a 
pathway that enables them to withstand 
a viral attack – but thereby renders them 
vulnerable to antibiotics.

By the fall of 2017, Chan had an assort-
ment of promising phages stowed away in 
his laboratory. But phages that work in a 
Petri dish, lab animal or even a human pa-
tient might not behave the same way when 
administered to another person.

The previous year, Chan had isolated a 
phage that saved Ali Khodadoust, an Ira-
nian ophthalmologist in Connecticut, from 
a life-threatening infection. Years earlier, he 
had been diagnosed with a weak and bulg-
ing aorta. Doctors patched it up with mesh, 
but Khodadoust had been left with a nasty 
P aeruginosa chest infection. Antibiotic af-
ter antibiotic had failed; three years in, after 
multiple operations, the bug was so well-
established that doctors feared that cutting 
it out and replacing the patch would only 
spread the infection. The doctor’s condition 
was an opportunity to provide proof of con-
cept, and save a life.

Chan had collected a sample phage 
known as ‘OMKO1’, which turned out to 
be a good match for Khodadoust’s bug; it 
infected the bacteria by way of the resist-
ance pump. Here was a chance to not only 
bust apart the stubborn infection, but make 
it respond once again to antibiotics. Chan 
and Turner asked for the same allowance 

from the FDA as Patterson’s doctors had 
done, and it was granted.

In January 2016, Chan stood nervous-
ly outside the operating room, watching 
through the window as computer-guided 
needles delivered a combination of OMK01 
and antibiotics to Khodadoust. ‘This was 
the first application, as far as I know, with 
the understanding that this would be a 
forced trade-off and trying to capitalise on 
that,’ Chan said. He was referring to the 
evolutionary give and take: the loss of a 
useful pump in exchange for resistance to a 
virus. It was a success in Khodadoust’s case 
– but success in one patient does not make 
a treatment. For that, the therapy must be 
effective again and again. (Despite winning 
out over the infection in 2016, Khodadoust 
passed away in March 2018 after a long bat-
tle with post-operative complications, at 
the age of 82.)

A personalised cocktail 
of live viruses capable of 

reproducing and evolving is 
a new beast for regulation

When the doctor in Texas asked Chan 
if there was a phage that might help her 
young CF patient, Chan asked for a spu-
tum sample. This time, there were several 
promising candidates, including OMK01. 
After gaining FDA permission as before, 
on 12 December 2017 Chan flew to Texas 
carrying a cooler with 10 tubes of a phage-
saline cocktail. ‘She took the first dose in 
the hospital with a nebuliser,’ Chan re-
counted, ‘then she nebulised at home, in 
the bathroom, for an hour.’ By day two, she 
regained energy and her lungs were clear-
er. After 10 days of treatment, although 
the phage hadn’t cleared the infection (CF 
makes it very difficult to fully eradicate 
infections), it did force the P aeruginosa 
to become sensitive to all antibiotics save 
one, opening many more options for treat-
ment.

To date, no form of phage therapy has 
yet made its way through the long and ex-
pensive road to FDA approval, although 
a handful of groups, including Chan and 
Turner’s, are getting close. As a person-
alised cocktail of live viruses capable of 
reproducing and evolving, phages are a 
new beast for regulatory agencies. Chan 
and Turner’s long-term goal is to develop 
a library of phages that can push bacteria 
to evolve in the desired, even beneficial, 
directions. ‘Ben calls it Phage Therapy 
2.0,’ Turner told me. But despite the hype, 
Turner is not a phage evangelist – he is a 
researcher who sees promise, he says. But 
there are dangers: if a phage uses a protein 
independent of resistance or virulence to 
gain access, should the bacteria evolve re-
sistance, it could lead to a strain that con-
tinues to cause infection but now resists 
the phage. Worse, there is a small possibili-
ty that a nonpathogenic bystander, should 
it become infected by a phage, might 
evolve to become pathogenic.

Still, when such cases as Patterson’s 
and Khodadoust’s make the news, word 
gets out. Now Chan and Turner are field-
ing an increasing number of requests 
from desperate physicians or their pa-
tients. What might save more lives in the 
long run is the research they’re doing to 
better understand the evolution and ecol-
ogy of phages, bacteria and antibiotics. 
Like current work on the extraordinary 
influence of the human microbiome, it 
represents a new model of infection con-
trol: less about one-hit interventions and 
more about the complexity of ecologi-
cal systems and evolutionary processes. 
These approaches incorporate the notion 
that the human body is not a single entity, 
but an ecosystem teeming with bacte-
ria, viruses, fungi and other microscopic 
inhabitants. Their efforts and those of 
others who adopt this ‘eco-evo’ model of 
medicine might someday lead us towards 
a different medical paradigm – one that 
recognises and works with, rather than 
against, the invisible world thriving with-
in, upon and all around us.

Viral Rescue When antibiotics fail, could phage therapy succeed? The germ’s-eye view 
of infection might open up revolutionary treatments
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Loya death: SC says attempts to 
scandalise judiciary, dismisses pleas

48 MP, MLAs have declared cases 
of crime against women – ADR

‘Rape is rape’, don’t politicise — PM Kejriwal 
discharged in DDCA 
defamation case

Pak rejects as ‘false and baseless’ 
Modi’s remarks on ‘surgical strikes’ 

Protesting students hurting image of state — J K govt. Cash crunch: Now bank unions threaten agitation

Bengal Panchayat poll: HC asks SEC 
to file affidavits, verdict on Friday

PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi waves to the audience during ‘Bharat Ki Baat, Sabke Saath’ an interactive 
programme, at Westminster, London.        

PTI

A woman counts the cash dispensed from an Automated Teller 
Machine (ATM), in Allahabad on Thursday.

AP/PTI

Lawyer Prashant Bhushan speaks to media person after the Supreme Court dismissed PIL seeking an 
independent probe into special judge BH Loya’s death, in New Delhi on Thursday. 

New Delhi, April 19 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court on 
Thursday dismissed pleas 
seeking an independent 
probe into the death of 
special CBI judge B H 
Loya, ruling that the judge 
died of natural causes and 
the petitions were a seri-
ous attempt to scandalise 
and obstruct the course 
of justice

The apex court also 
held that all litigations 
concerning circumstances 
of death of judge Loya is 
concluded with this judge-
ment

The top court dubbed 
the PILs into the death of 
judge Loya who was hear-
ing the high-profile So-
hrabuddin Sheikh fake en-
counter case, as frivolous 
and motivated litigations 
to settle political scores 
and rivalry were behind 
the “facade of the PIL” to 
malign the dignity of judi-
cial officers and Bombay 
High Court judges

Loya had died of car-
diac arrest in Nagpur on 
December 1, 2014 when 
he had gone to attend the 
wedding of a colleague’s 
daughter The top court 
said the judicial proc-
ess will be reduced to a 
“charade” if the courts 
are burdened with such 
cases with extraneous 
reasons

A bench compris-
ing Chief Justice Dipak 
Misra and Justices A M 
Khanwilkar and D Y Chan-

drachud said there was no 
reason to doubt the state-
ments of four judges on 
the circumstances lead-
ing to Loya’s death and 
the documents placed on 
record and their scrutiny 
established that the death 
was due to natural cause

 
It also took serious 

note of Bhushan’s plea 
that two of its judges, Jus-
tices A M Khanwilkar and 
D Y Chandrachud, should 
recuse themselves from 
hearing the matter as they 

came from Maharash-
tra and must be knowing 
all judges of the Bombay 
High Court concerned 
with case

The top court said it 
thought of initiating con-
tempt proceedings against 
petitioners but decided 
not to go ahead with it

While relying on the 
statements and accounts 
of the four judges -- Shri-
kant Kulkarni and S M 
Modak, V C Barde and 
Roopesh Rathi -- relating 
to the death of the judge 

Loya, the bench said, 
“there is no reason for this 
court to doubt the veracity 
of their statements.” 

The issue of Loya’s 
death had come under 
spotlight in November last 
year after media reports 
quoting his sister had 
fuelled suspicion about 
circumstances surround-
ing it and its link to the So-
hrabuddin case However, 
Loya’s son had on January 
14 said in Mumbai that his 
father had died of natural 
causes

Four senior-most apex 
court judges -- Justices J 
Chelameswar, Ranjan Go-
goi, M B Lokur and Kurian 
Joseph -- at their January 
12 press conference had 
questioned the manner in 
which sensitive cases were 
being allocated and Loya’s 
case was one of them

In the Sohrabuddin 
Sheikh fake encoun-
ter case, BJP President 
Amit Shah along with 
Rajasthan Home Minis-
ter Gulabchand Kataria, 
Rajasthan-based busi-
nessman Vimal Patni, 
former Gujarat police 
chief P C Pande, Addi-
tional Director General 
of Police Geeta Johri and 
Gujarat police officers 
Abhay Chudasama and N 
K Amin have already been 
discharged

Several accused, in-
cluding police personnel, 
are currently facing trial 
for their involvement in 
the alleged fake encounter 
of Sohrabuddin Sheikh, 
his wife Kausar Bi and 
their associate Tulsiram 
Prajapati in Gujarat in No-
vember 2005. The case 
was later trans

ferred to CBI and the 
trial shifted to Mumbai. A 
batch of pleas, including 
those filed by Congress 
leader Tehseen Poonawala 
and Maharashtra-based 
B S Lone, was filed in the 
top court seeking an inde-
pendent probe into Loya’s 
death in 2014.

New Delhi, April 19 (PTI): 
At least 48 MPs and MLAs 
have declared cases re-
lated to crime against 
women, with BJP having 
the highest number of 
such politicians at 12, a 
report said today amid a 
nation-wide outrage over 
rape incidents, including 
in UP’s Unnao where a 
ruling party lawmaker is 
an accused. “Out of 1,580 
(33 per cent) MPs/MLAs 
analysed with declared 
criminal cases, 48 have 
declared cases related to 
crime against women,” 
as per the report by As-
sociation for Democratic 
Reforms (ADR).

This includes 45 MLAs 
and 3 MPs, who have 
declared cases of crime 
against women such as 
charges related to assault 
of woman with intent to 
outrage her modesty, kid-
napping, abducting or in-
ducing woman to compel 
her to marriage, rape, do-
mestic violence and traf-
ficking, the Delhi-based 
think-tank said.

Giving party-wise 
details, the report said 
that BJP has the highest 
number of MPs and MLAs 
ie 12, followed by Shiv 
Sena (7) and Trinamool 
Congress (6) who have 
declared cases related to 
crime against women. 

The report is based on 
an analysis of 4,845 out of 
4,896 election affidavits of 
current MPs and MLAs. 
This includes 768 out of 
776 affidavits of MPs and 
4,077 out of 4,120 MLAs 

across the country.
“All major political par-

ties give tickets to candi-
dates with cases of crime 
against women especially 
rape and therefore hinder-
ing the safety and dignity 
of women as citizens.

“These are serious 
cases where charges have 
been framed and cogni-
sance have been taken by 
the courts. Hence, politi-
cal parties have been in a 
way abetting to circum-
stances that lead to such 
events that they so easily 
but vehemently condemn 
in Parliament,” the report 
said.

Among states, Ma-
harashtra has the highest 
number of MPs and MLAs 
(12), followed by West Ben-
gal (11), Odisha and And-
hra Pradesh each with five 
MPs and MLAs who have 
declared cases related to 
crime against women.

ADR and National 
Election Watch (NEW ) 
have recommended that 
candidates with serious 
criminal background 
should be debarred from 
contesting elections. Also, 
political parties should 
disclose the criteria on 
which candidates are giv-
en tickets and that cases 
against MPs and MLAs 
should be fast-tracked 
and decided upon in a 
time-bound manner, they 
added.

According to the re-
port, in the last five years, 
recognised parties have 
given tickets to 26 candi-
dates who had declared 

cases related to rape. Dur-
ing this period, 14 inde-
pendent candidates with 
declared cases related to 
rape have contested for 
Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha 
and state assembly elec-
tions.

As per the analysis, 
327 candidates who had 
declared cases related to 
crime against women were 
given tickets by recognised 
political parties. Also, 118 
independent candidates 
with declared cases related 
to crime against women 
had contested for Lok Sab-
ha, Rajya Sabha and state 
assembly elections in the 
last five years.

Among major parties, 
in the last five years, 47 
candidates with declared 
cases related to crime 
against women were given 
tickets by BJP. As many as 
35 such candidates were 
given tickets by BSP, fol-
lowed by 24 from Con-
gress. The candidates had 
contested in Lok Sabha, 
Rajya Sabha and state as-
sembly polls.

The report also not-
ed that among states, in 
the last five years, Ma-
harashtra had the highest 
number of such candi-
dates at 65, followed by 
Bihar (62) and West Bengal 
(52) (including independ-
ents).

The analysis comes 
at a time when there are 
rising rape incidents, in-
cluding those reported 
from Kathua in Jammu 
and Kashmir, Unnao and 
Surat in Gujarat.

London, April 19 (PTI): 
Amid a nationwide out-
rage over the Kathua and 
Unnao rape cases, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
today said “rape is rape” 
and should not be po-
liticised. Modi, during 
the ‘Bharat Ki Baat, Sabke 
Saath’ programme at the 
iconic Central Hall West-
minster here, said, “We 
always ask our daughters 
about what they are doing, 
where they are going. We 
must ask our sons too.” 

The person who is 
committing these crimes 
is also someone’s son, 
he said. “I have never in-
dulged in counting the 
number of rape incidents 
in this government and 
that government. Rape is 
rape, be it now or earlier. 
It is extremely sad. Don’t 
politicise rape incidents,” 
the prime minister said.

The rape of a daughter 
is a matter of shame for the 
country, he said.

Modi’s remarks come 
in the backdrop of a na-
tionwide outrage over the 
rape cases in Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Kathua and Ut-
tar Pradesh’s Unnao.

In the Kathua case, an 
eight-year-old girl from a 

New Delhi, April 19 (IANS): 
A court here on Thursday 
discharged Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal and sus-
pended BJP parliamentar-
ian Kirti Azad in a crimi-
nal defamation complaint 
filed by the Delhi and Dis-
trict Cricket Association 
(DDCA) and its then Vice-
President Chetan Chau-
han. 
Additional Chief Metro-
politan Magistrate Samar 
Vishal allowed Kejriwal’s 
application for discharge, 
saying that there was not 
an iota of evidence that the 
DDCA or any official were 
personally defamed by his 
statement.

Chauhan, in February 
2016, filed a defamation 
case against Kejriwal and 
Azad and accused them of 
defaming the cricket body 
by passing “scandalous” 
remarks. The complainant 
said the accused (Kejri-
wal and Azad) had severely 
damaged the credibility 
and reputation of the com-
plainant (DDCA) in the 
eyes of thousands of cricket 
lovers and citizens of India 
as well as internationally.

Islamabad, April 19 (PTI): 
Pakistan today rejected as 
“false and baseless” Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
remarks on the ‘surgical 
strikes’ across the Line of 
Control in 2016 , saying 
“repeating a lie doesn’t 
turn it into the truth.” 

Speaking at the ‘Bharat 
Ki Baat, Sabke Saath’ pro-
gramme in London yester-
day, Modi had said India 
waited to inform Pakistan 
about the operation before 
disclosing it to the media 
and the people.

“I said before India gets 
to know, we should call 

Pakistan and tell them. We 
were calling them since 11 
AM but they were scared 
to come on phone, at 12 
we spoke to them and then 
told the Indian media,” 
Modi had said.

Reacting to Prime 
Minister Modi’s remarks, 
Pakistan Foreign Office 
spokesperson Moham-
mad Faisal said today 
India’s claims about the 
“surgical strike were false 
and baseless”.

“Repeating a lie doesn’t 
turn it into the truth,” the 
spokesperson was quoted 
as saying by Dawn.

In response to Modi’s 
comments on Pakistan 
exporting terrorism, Faisal 
claimed that it was the 
other way around and ac-
cused India of backing 
terrorists in Pakistan. 

“Indian spy Kulb-
hushan Jadhav is proof of 
Indian state-sponsored 
terrorism,” he alleged.

Jadhav, 47, was sen-
tenced to death by a Pa-
kistani military court on 
charges of espionage and 
terrorism. 

India moved the In-
ternational Court of Jus-
tice (ICJ) in May last year 

against the verdict. 
The ICJ halted his ex-

ecution on India’s appeal 
pending the final verdict 
by it.

Pakistan claims its 
security forces arrested 
Jadhav from restive Balo-
chistan province on March 
3, 2016 after he reportedly 
entered from Iran.

However, India main-
tains that Jadhav was kid-
napped from Iran where 
he had business interests 
after retiring from the 
Navy. Jadhav’s sentencing 
had evoked a sharp reac-
tion in India.

Srinagar, April 19 (PTI): The Jammu 
and Kashmir government today said 
those pelting stones in the name of 
the eight-year-old victim of Kathua 
rape and murder case were only 
hurting the image and interests of 
the state, as the trial in the case was 
on and accused were behind the bars.

“What is there to protest about? 
Case is solved, charge sheet filed, ac-
cused in custody, trial on. Those who 
still pelt stones in the name of the 
poor girl of Kathua are only hurting 
the image and interests of the state,” 
government spokesman and Public 
Works minister Naeem Akhtar said.

He was referring to protests by 

students of various educational in-
stitutions, demanding justice for the 
victim. Akhtar urged the students to 
attend their classes instead of protest-
ing on the streets. 

“What is the occasion for protests, 
stone-pelting when the case is solved, 
accused in jail and trial on? Shouldn’t 
they be attending classes instead,” 
the minister said. Akhtar’s cabinet 
colleague and Shia leader Imran An-
sari also appealed to the students to 
concentrate on their studies, assert-
ing that justice would be delivered.

“I would strongly urge my young 
students to please concentrate on 
your studies. Understand your an-

guish against #Kathua but a trial is 
on. Ministers have resigned. Justice 
will be delivered. My message to you 
- pls (please) study,” Ansari, who is 
the minister for Youth Services and 
Sports, Information Technology and 
Technical Education, said.

Earlier in the dy, authorities shut 
down several colleges and higher 
secondary schools across the valley 
to thwart the student protests.  Col-
leges and higher secondary schools 
were closed for class work in Srinagar, 
Pulwama, Shopian and Ganderbal 
districts while several such institu-
tions were closed in other six districts 
of the valley, officials had said.

Vadodara, April 19 (PTI): 
Claiming that bank staff is 
facing public anger due to 
cash crunch at banks and 
ATMs, the All-India Banks 
Employees Association 
(AIBEA) today threatened 
to launch an agitation as 
it blamed the government 
and the RBI for the situ-
ation.

Bank employees are 
facing the wrath of the 
public for a problem creat-
ed by the government and 
the Reserve Bank, associa-
tion’s general secretary C H 
Venkatachalam said.

“Customers are shout-
ing at us and abusing bank 
staff for no fault of theirs. 
Mere statements will not 
help. Concrete, immediate 
action is needed to im-
prove the supply of cur-
rency notes,” he told PTI 
over phone. He threatened 
a nationwide agitation by 
the unions if the situation is 
not resolved at the earliest. 
However, he did not specify 
any timeline.

For the past few weeks, 
banks in several states, es-
pecially in UP, MP, Rajas-
than, Gujarat, Telangana, 
Andhra and the poll-bound 
Karnataka have been fac-
ing severe cash shortages, 
with many ATMs showing 
‘no cash’ signboards. 

While the central bank 
has claimed that there is 
enough printing and sup-

Kolkata, April 19 (IANS): 
The Calcutta High Court 
on Thursday asked the 
West Bengal State Election 
Commission to submit af-
fidavits detailing the steps 
it had taken following the 
Supreme Court’s direc-
tion to allay apprehen-
sions about the Panchayat 
elections,and extended its 
stay on the polling process 
till Friday afternoon.A

A single-judge bench of 
Justice Subrata Talukdar on 
Thursday completed hear-
ing in the case and said the 
verdict would be given at 
4.30 pm on Friday. 

Justice Talukdar also 
asked the SEC Secretary 
Nilanjan Shandilya to sub-
mit affidavits regarding its 
issuance of the two notices 
on April 9 and Apil 10, first 
to extend the nomination 
time for the rural polls by 
a day and the second to 
cancel the extension. 

The SEC had previ-
ously said it withdrew the 
April 9 notification follow-
ing a letter of legal advice 
by state Additional Chief 
Secretary Saurabh Kumar 
Das and ruling Trinamool 
Congress’s Vice President 

Kalyan Banerjee that the 
notification for extension 
was a violation of Pancha-
yat Act’s section 46 (2).

Arguing their case, Ban-
erjee said polling dates 
were chosen by the state 
government in consulta-
tion with the SEC, keeping 
in mind multiple factors 
including availability of 
schools and colleges, im-
pending festivals and 
weather and claimed the 
more the election is post-
poned the more detrimen-
tal effect it would have on 
the state’s rural economy.

He said with the poll-
ing process stalled, the 
state’s rural economy has 
been hard hit as all ongoing 
projects have been halted 
and no new projects or de-
velopmental programmes 
can be started before the 
election is over, due to the 
model code of conduct.

State Congress presi-
dent Adhir Chowdhury, 
a proforma addition in 
the case, claimed the SEC 
has been unable to main-
tain the dignity of its re-
sponsibility and failed in 
its duty. He alleged that 
the SEC cancelled its no-

tice to please the chief of 
the state ruling party and 
are now coming up with 
lame excuses to hide their 
mistakes.

Terming the High 
Court as the last refuge 
for the opposition parties 
amid a politically adverse 
situation in connection 
with the rural polls, he ap-
pealed to the court to fix a 
guideline for the elections 
and supervise the entire 
polling process.

The opposition parties 
have moved the court, ac-
cusing the Trinamool of 
unleashing massive pre-
poll violence against their 
party workers to prevent 
them from filing nomi-
nations for the polls ever 
since the process began on 
April 2.

The parties are also ag-
grieved with the SEC after 
the poll panel withdrew its 
earlier order of extending 
the filing of nominations by 
a day, within a few hours of 
issuing the order last week.

The panchayat elec-
tions were originally sched-
uled for May 1, 3 and 5, 
with the counting of votes 
slated on May 8.

nomadic community was 
raped and killed.

The rape victim had 
disappeared from a spot 
near her house in Kathua 
on January 10 and a week 
later, her body was found 
in the same area.

A Special Investigation 
Team of J&K Police Crime 
Branch, formed to probe 
the incident, has arrested 
eight people, including 
two special police officers 
(SPOs) and a head consta-

ble and a Sub-inspector, 
who were charged with 
destroying evidence.

In the Unnao case, the 
victim has alleged that she 
was raped by BJP MLA 
Kuldeep Singh Sengar at 
his residence on June 4, 
2017 where she had gone 
with a relative seeking a 
job.

In February, the girl’s 
family moved court seek-
ing to include the MLA’s 
name in the rape case. Af-

ter this move, the victim’s 
father was booked by the 
police under the arms act 
on April 3 this year and put 
in jail on April 5.

Alleging inaction and 
coercion from powerful 
people, the victim at-
tempted self immolation 
in front of the UP CM’s 
house on April 8, and the 
next day, her father died 
in jail with a post-mortem 
report suggesting serious 
injuries on his body.

ply of cash, the govern-
ment attributed the unu-
sual spike in cash demand 
to ongoing farm procure-
ment.

Blaming the govern-
ment and the Reserve Bank 
for inadequate supply of 
cash, he said, in fact, the 
problem started with the 
decision to print Rs 2,000 
notes after the note-ban 

announcement in Novem-
ber 2016.

“If the Rs 1,000-notes 
were withdrawn to pre-
vent black money and cash 
hoarding, it is only obvi-
ous now that both have 
become easier with the Rs 
2,000 notes,” he said.

Blaming the central 
bank for the poor cash 
management that has led 

to the present shortage, he 
wondered if the RBI gover-
nor is to be believed where 
have all the money gone.

He also alleged that 
even 16 months since the 
demonetisation, many 
ATMs are still not re-cal-
ibrated for the newly de-
signed banknotes.

The Bill seeks to bail 
out a failing bank with the 
depositors’ money if the 
proposed resolution cor-
poration deems it to do so, 
and can refer a bank for 
liquidation. He said there 
is a fear among the public 
about the proposed bail-in 
clause in the Bill.

He demanded that the 
government immediately 
withdraw the Bill.

The present shortage is 
creating more doubts and 
fears among the public 
whether all is well with the 
banks. “It is the duty of the 
RBI and the government to 
dispel these fears,”he said.

Meanwhile, the largest 
lender SBI said the cash 
shortage will be resolved 
by tomorrow as currency 
is being transported to the 
areas facing the shortage.

Holding cash hoarders 
accountable for the crisis, 
Kumar said the money 
should be recycled, mean-
ing that if people withdraw 
money from the bank and 
the money needs to be de-
posited back as well.
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Rodrigo Duterte

PTI

Commonwealth leaders pose for a group photograph with Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II, front center right, 
during the formal opening of the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in the ballroom at Buck-
ingham Palace in London, Thursday April 19, 2018.

PTI

Donald Trump

Vassily Nebenzia

Miguel Diaz - Canel

Queen suggests son Prince Charles 
as next head of Commonwealth 

Trump’s deal making key to 
N Korea talks — US envoy

Cuba marks end of an era as Castro hands over to Diaz-Canel 

Duterte ordered probe against detained Australian nun

Russia says child witness shows Douma attack ‘staged’

Pakistan journalists sign petition against media curbs

S Korea’s Moon: a peace treaty ‘must be pursued’ 

Third-parties abusing ‘Facebook 
Login’ to steal users’ data — Report

London April 19 (PTI): 
Queen Elizabeth II today 
appealed to Common-
wealth leaders to appoint 
her son, Prince Charles, to 
succeed her as their head, 
making her first direct in-
tervention into a succes-
sion plan for the 53-mem-
ber grouping.

T h e  9 1 - y e a r - o l d 
monarch, the Head of 
the  Commonwealth, 
said it was her “sincere 
wish” that Prince Charles 
takes over “one day”, as 
she opened the two-day 
Commonwealth Heads 
of Government Meeting 
(CHOGM) here, also at-
tended by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.

The 53 leaders, gath-
ered at Buckingham Pal-
ace, are to make a decision 
on the succession tomor-
row, the BBC quoted 10 
Downing Street as saying. 

In her opening speech, 
the Queen described the 
group as “growing strong-
er year by year” and the 
world’s “great convening 
powers”, which would ben-
efit from the stability to be 
offered by the royal family.

Geneva, April 19 (PTI/
AFP): Taks between the US 
and North Korean leaders 
will strive for “concrete” 
steps towards denucleari-
sation and President Don-
ald Trump’s dealmaking 
“abilities” will be crucial, 
Washington’s disarma-
ment ambassador said 
today. “We do not want to 
go through (the) traditional 
process that happened 
over the years where you 
get this gradual kind of 
approach that the North 
eventually goes back on,” 
the US envoy to the Unit-
ed Nations Conference 
on Disarmament, Robert 

Wood, told reporters.
“That is why we are in-

sisting on concrete steps,” 
he said, adding the US 
needed to see “bold action” 
from North Korea.

Wood, who repeatedly 
clashes with Pyongyang’s 
diplomats at the UN’s 
disarmament forum, 
said Washington was in 
the process of finalising 
its strategy for a possible 
summit between Trump 
and North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un.

He called the prospects 
of such a meeting “mo-
mentous” and something 
that “many of us never 

“It is my sincere wish 
that the Commonwealth 
will continue to offer stabil-
ity and continuity for future 
generations and will decide 
that one day the Prince of 
Wales will carry on the im-
portant work started by my 
father in 1949,” the Queen 
said during her address at 
the Commonwealth Heads 
of Government Meeting 
(CHOGM) at Buckingham 
Palace. 

Some experts have 

argued that it marks an 
opportunity for the or-
ganisation to distance it-
self from its colonial roots 
and appoint a non-royal 
to the role. Others, how-
ever, claim that it is the 
royal family that holds the 
grouping of former British 
colonies together.

A decision on succes-
sion will be taken collec-
tively by the 53 heads of 
government of the Com-
monwealth and the sub-

ject is expected to be the 
central feature of delib-
erations when the lead-
ers get together for the 
CHOGM leaders’ retreat 
on Friday at the grand Wa-
terloo Chamber of Wind-
sor Castle.

There is reportedly no 
general consensus over 
the Prince of Wales as the 
next Head of the Com-
monwealth, with India yet 
to confirm its stand on the 
matter.

Prince Charles is re-
portedly keen to step into 
his mother’s shoes but the 
decision will be up to the 
presidents and prime min-
isters representing the 53 
member-countries, which 
will then be announced 
by the Commonwealth 
Secretary-General, Baron-
ess Patricia Scotland.

“Here at Buckingham 
Palace in 1949 my father 
(King George VI) met the 
heads of government when 
they ratified the London 
declaration which made 
up the Commonwealth we 
know today, then compris-
ing of just eight nations. 
Who would have guessed 
that a gathering of its mem-
ber states would number 
53 or comprise of 2.4 billion 
people,” she said.

Gunners at St. James’ 
Park near the palace ended 
the formal launch ceremo-
ny with a 53-gun salute in 
honour of all members of 
the Commonwealth, fol-
lowing which the leaders, 
including Prime Minister 
Modi, entered Lancaster 
House for the executive 
session of CHOGM.

thought would happen.” 
The odds of the Trump-
Kim summit actually tak-
ing place were boosted 
by the shock news that 
CIA chief Mike Pompeo 
had gone to Pyongyang 
to meet Kim for the most 
significant US-North Ko-
rea contact in almost two 
decades.

Asked whether the US 
planned to rely on Trump’s 
skills as a dealmaker in ne-
gotiating with Kim, Wood 
said the president’s “abili-
ties are going to be very im-
portant, but like anything 
else it takes two to tango.” 

“The president is a 
sharp dealmaker. People 
should not underestimate 
him,” Wood said.

 “These are high stakes 
discussions, assuming 
they take place.” Wood was 
briefing reporters ahead 
of a review meeting of the 
Nuclear Non-prolifera-
tion Treaty (NPT), which 
North Korea pulled out of 
in 2003. The US diplomat 
noted that despite ongoing 
diplomatic developments, 
he still planned to use the 
upcoming NPT review to 
maintain “maximum pres-
sure” on North Korea.

Havana, April 19 (PTI/
AFP): Cuba marked the end 
of an era today as Miguel 
Diaz-Canel was formally 
elected as the country’s 
new president, succeeding 
Raul Castro and becoming 
the first non-Castro to lead 
the island in six decades.

The silver-haired Diaz-
Canel -- a top Communist 
Party figure who has served 
as first vice president since 
2013 -- is the island’s first 
leader born after the 1959 
revolution.

Diaz-Canel was elected 
in a landmark vote of the 
National Assembly a day 
before his 58th birthday.

The chamber erupted 
into applause as the re-
sults were read out, with 
many of the delegates smil-
ing, and shaking hands 
warmly with Castro and 
Diaz-Canel.

As Diaz-Canel walked 
to the front of the chamber, 
he high-fived the front line 
of delegates, embracing 
Castro as he took to the 
stage, images broadcast on 
state television showed.

Then the 86-year-old 
Castro raised his succes-
sor’s arm in the air in vic-
tory, prompting another 

wave of applause from the 
delegates -- some were in 
their shirt sleeves, while 
others wore military fa-
tigues.

Between them, father 
of the nation Fidel and 
his younger brother Raul 
made the Caribbean is-
land a key player in the 
Cold War and helped keep 
communism afloat de-
spite the collapse of the 
Soviet Union.

Raul has been in power 
since 2006, when he took 
over after illness sidelined 
Fidel, who seized power in 
the revolution.

Diaz-Canel, who has 

spent years climbing the 
party ranks, was named 
the sole candidate for the 
presidency yesterday.

Today’s symbolic vote 
took place on the anni-
versary of the 1961 Bay of 
Pigs invasion, when Fidel’s 
forces defeated 1,400 US-
backed rebels seeking to 
overthrow him.

Diaz-Canel, who some 
say bears a passing resem-
blance to American actor 
Richard Gere, is a fan of The 
Beatles whose penchant 
for wearing jeans has set 
him apart in Havana’s cor-
ridors of power.

Crucially, he will re-

Manila, April 19 (IANS): 
Philippines President Ro-
drigo Duterte on Thurs-
day said he personally 
authorised an investiga-
tion against an Australian 
nun who was detained 
in the country earlier this 
week after being accused 
of political activity that 
breached her visa.

Sister Patricia Fox, 71, 
was held by immigration 
authorities in Manila on 
Monday for “violating the 
conditions of her stay by at-
tending protest rallies and 
engaging in political activi-
ties”, the BBC reported. 

The nun, who has been 

main under the watch-
ful eye of Castro, who will 
continue to serve as the 
head of Cuba’s all-powerful 
Communist Party.

Once sworn in, Diaz-
Canel will be tasked with 
pursuing reforms begun by 
Castro to open up Cuba’s 
economy to small private 
entrepreneurs and reach 
a rapprochement with its 
Cold War arch-enemy, the 
United States.

In 2015, Havana and 
Washington renewed dip-
lomatic ties, with then 
president Barack Obama 
making a historic visit to 
the island a year later.

But, steps towards a 
normalization of ties have 
been severely curtailed 
since Donald Trump ar-
rived in the White House 
last year.

Diaz-Canel will also in-
herit a youthful population 
hungry for change on the 
Caribbean island -- one of 
the world’s last outposts of 
Communism since the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union.

Cuba watchers and 
domestic analysts say he 
will favour continuity over 
change in the early days of 
his presidency, however.

Moscow, April 19 (PTI/
AFP): Russia said today it 
would screen at the Unit-
ed Nations an interview 
with a child who it claims 
was made to pose as a vic-
tim of chemical weapons 
in Syria.

Moscow said the video 
supports its allegation 
that an alleged chemical 
attack in the Syrian town 
of Douma was a hoax.

Russian state televi-
sion had yesterday aired 
the conversation with the 
child, whom it identified 
as an 11-year-old Syrian 
boy called Hassan Diab.

Russia says the sup-
posed atrocity was staged 
by the civil defence or-
ganisation the White Hel-
mets.

“We already have a 
subtitled version of this 
report,” Russia’s ambas-
sador to the UN, Vassily 
Nebenzia, said on state 
channel Rossiya 1 today.

“We are distributing it 
to member countries (of 
the UN Security Council) 
and journalists, and at the 

San Francisco, April 19 
(IANS): Several third-par-
ty trackers are abusing 
Facebook Login, exfiltrat-
ing users’ data including 
name, email address, age 
range, gender, locale and 
profile photo, a new se-
curity research report has 
claimed.

The unintended expo-
sure of Facebook data to 
third party JavaScript track-
ers is not owing to a bug in 
Facebook’s Login feature.

“Rather, it is due to the 
lack of security boundaries 
between the first-party 
and third-party scripts in 
today’s web,” said the re-
port prepared by Steven 
Englehardt, Gunes Acar 
and Arvind Narayanan, 
researchers at Freedom to 
Tinker -- a digital initiative 
by Princeton University’s 
Center for Information 
Technology Policy.

“We report yet another 
type of surreptitious data 
collection by third-party 
scripts that we discovered: 
the exfiltration of personal 
identifiers from websites 
through “login with Fa-
cebook” and other such 

Seoul, April 19 (PTI/AFP): A peace 
treaty to formally end the Korean 
War “must be pursued”, South Korean 
President Moon Jae-in said today, 
ahead of a summit with Kim Jong Un, 
leader of the nuclear-armed North.

The 1950-53 Korean War ended in 
a ceasefire rather than a peace treaty, 
leaving the two sides technically at 
war, and the Demilitarised Zone be-
tween them -- where Moon and Kim 
will meet next Friday -- bristles with 
minefields and fortifications.

But Moon signalled that a treaty 
would depend on the North giving up 
its nuclear weapons.

“If the inter-Korean summit or 
North Korea-US summit lead to de-
nuclearisation,” he said, “I think that 
it won’t be too difficult to reach practi-
cal agreements in the big picture on 
creating a peace regime, normalising 
North Korea-US ties, or providing in-
ternational aid for the improvement 
of the North Korean economy.” 

The summit between Moon and 
Kim will be the biggest highlight of 
a whirlwind of diplomacy on and 

around the peninsula triggered by 
the Winter Olympics, and a precursor 
to a much-anticipated meeting be-
tween Kim and US President Donald 
Trump.

The US leader warned earlier that 
his summit could still be called off, 
saying: “If I think that it’s a meeting 
that is not going to be fruitful, we’re 
not going to go. But the question of 
whether the North is willing to give 
up what it calls the “treasured sword” 
of its nuclear arms will be key to any 
broader settlement.

North Korea has long said it needs 
nuclear weapons to defend itself 
against a possible US invasion, and 
both South Korean and Chinese of-
ficials have cited Kim as saying he is 
committed to denuclearisation of 
the Korean peninsula - code for the 
withdrawal of US troops and Wash-
ington’s nuclear umbrella over its 
security ally, something unthinkable 
in Washington.

For its part the US stresses it 
wants to see the complete, irrevers-
ible and verifiable denuclearisation of 

the North. North Korea’s state media 
today announced it will convene a 
full meeting of the ruling Workers’ 
Party of Korea central committee to 
make key policy decisions.

The official KCNA news agency 
gave no indications what they might 
be about, saying only that Friday’s 
gathering will address issues of a 
“new stage” in what it called “the im-
portant historic period of the devel-
oping Korean revolution”.

While the US-led United Nations 
command, China and North Korea 
are signatories to the decades-old 
armistice, South Korea is not.

Both Pyongyang and Seoul claim 
sovereignty over the whole Korean 
peninsula, but a treaty could imply 
mutual recognition of each other.

And such promises have been 
made before - in the joint statement 
after the last inter-Korean summit in 
2007, they agreed to work together to 
have the leaders of “the three or four 
parties directly concerned... convene 
on the peninsula and declare an end 
to the war”.

social login APIs,” the trio 
wrote. Meanwhile, Face-
book told the technology 
website Tech Crunch that 
they were investigating 
into the security research 
report.

The researchers found 
two types of vulnerabilities: 
Seven third parties abusing 
websites’ access to Face-
book user data and one 
third party using its own 
Facebook “application” to 
track users around the web.

British political con-
sultancy firm Cambridge 
Analytica was found mis-
using users’ data collected 
by a Facebook quiz app 
which used the “Login with 
Facebook” feature.

“We’ve uncovered an 

additional risk: when a user 
grants a website access to 
their social media profile, 
they are not only trusting 
that website but also third 
parties embedded on that 
site,” the report noted.

“These scripts are em-
bedded on a total of 434 of 
the top 1 million sites, in-
cluding fiverr.com, bhpho-
tovideo.com, and mon-
godb.com,” they wrote.

The user ID collected 
through the Facebook API 
is specific to the website (or 
the “application” in Face-
book’s terminology), which 
would limit the potential 
for cross-site tracking.

“But these app-scoped 
user IDs can be used to re-
trieve the global Facebook 

ID, user’s profile photo, 
and other public profile 
information, which can be 
used to identify and track 
users across websites and 
devices,” the researchers 
warned. “While we can’t 
say how these trackers use 
the information they col-
lect, we can examine their 
marketing material to un-
derstand how it may be 
used,” they noted.

OnAudience, Tealium 
AudienceStream, Lytics, 
and ProPS all offer some 
form of “customer data 
platform”, which collect 
data to help publishers 
to better monetise their 
users.

Forter offers “identity-
based fraud prevention” 
for e-commerce sites while 
Augur offers cross-device 
tracking and consumer 
recognition services.

Hidden third-party 
trackers can also use “Fa-
cebook Login to deano-
nymise users for targeted 
advertising”. “This is a pri-
vacy violation, as it is unex-
pected and users are una-
ware of it,” the researchers 
said.

next meeting of the Secu-
rity Council we will find a 
way to screen it.” 

AFP was not able to 
independently verify the 
veracity of the claims.

Western powers ac-
cuse Syrian leader Bashar 
al-Assad’s regime of us-
ing chemical weapons 
against civilians in the 

Syrian town of Douma on 
April 7.

The United States, 
France and Britain carried 
out air strikes on what 
they said were Assad’s 
chemical weapons instal-
lations in response.

Assad’s ally Russia 
has claimed the White 
Helmets faked the Dou-

ma atrocity with British 
backing in order to justify 
Western action.

In the video, a man 
presented by the chan-
nel Rossiya 24 as Hassan 
Diab’s father said his son 
was given “dates, cakes 
and rice” to play a part in 
the staging of the alleged 
attack.

Lahore, April 19 (IANS): More than 
50 journalists including editors, 
columnists, media persons and 
media freedom organisation repre-
sentatives in Pakistan have signed a 
petition against the ongoing curbs 
on freedom of expression in the 
country.

Initiated by Pakistani journalist 
Beena Sarwar, the petition stated 
that there was a growing trend of 

news that was “given” or injected 
into organisations, rather than al-
lowing coverage of real news -- in-
cidents that were truly happening, 
but were either not covered or were 
taken off air, Dawn online reported 
on Thursday. 

“All this is giving rise to an air 
of ‘self-censorship’ and resulting 
in violation of the citizens’ right 
to information,” according to the 

petition. The curbs included sev-
eral articles being pulled off media 
websites in Pakistan, removal of 
online editions of published articles 
and one media house even asking 
its anchors to stop doing live shows.

Some of the signatories were 
Saleem Asmi, Farah Zia, Hamid Mir, 
Imtiaz Alam, I.A. Rehman, Husain 
Naqi, Zahid Hussain, Kiran Nazish 
and Nusrat Javeed.

working in the Philippines 
for the past 27 years, was 
released on Tuesday with-
out charge and has denied 
any wrongdoing. She is 

also the mother superior of 
a local Catholic order.

Duterte accused her 
of “disorderly conduct”, 
warning that foreign critics 

of his government faced 
being deported.

“You insult me under 
the cloak of being a Catho-
lic priest and you are a for-
eigner. Who are you? It is 
a violation of sovereignty,” 
he said at an armed forces 
ceremony in Manila.

In his speech, Duterte 
suggested that Sister Fox 
should instead scrutinise 
Australia. 

“You nun, why don’t 
you criticise your own 
government, the way you 
handle the refugees, hun-
gry and dying and you 
turn them back to the 
open sea?
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It’s terrible to even 
talk about it — 
Bachchan on Kathua

Rakesh Roshan to get lifetime achievement honour

Katy Perry launches scented sandal collection
Singer Katy Perry has introduced a range of fruit-scented sandals for her Katy 
Perry Collections footwear range. The 33-year-old is preparing for summer with 
her newest shoe range, which is a selection of nostalgic scented jelly sandals 
called ‘The Geli’, reports femalefirst.co.uk. Sharing an image of the brightly 
coloured shoes, which are available in lime, cherry, grape and strawberry scents, 
on the brand Forever 21’s Instagram page, Perry announced the footwear with 
the caption: “Walking on sunshine and fruits in new scented jelly sandals.” The 
“Swish swish” hitmaker is known for her quirky style and as well as her shoe col-
lection, which ranges from glitter sneakers to high-heels with shark fins. (IANS)

TickeT raTes
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11 am, 8 pm: Nanu Ki 
Jaanu (Hindi)

2 pm: Baaghi 2 (Hindi)

5 pm: Truth Or Dare (Eng)
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M
egastar 
Amitabh 
Bachchan is 
the latest ce-
lebrity from 

Bollywood to condemn the 
Kathua rape incident, say-
ing he feels “disgusted” by it.

When asked about his 
reaction, the 75-year-old 
star, who has been the face 
of ‘Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao’ 
campaign, said it was pain-
ful to even talk about it.

“Mujhe uss vishay par 
charcha karne mein ghin 
aati hai. So uss vishay ko 
uchhalo mat. It’s terrible to 
even talk about it. 

“(I feel disgusted even 
talking about it. So, don’t 
rake up this issue. It is ter-
rible to even talk about it,” 
Bachchan told reporters.

The actor was speaking 
at the song launch of his up-
coming film “102 Not Out”, 

in which he stars along with 
Rishi Kapoor. 

Several Bollywood 
celebrities have reacted an-
grily over the incidents and 
have demanded justice for 
the victims of the Kathua, 
Unnao and Surat rape 
cases that have generated a 
massive outrage against the 
perpetrators.

In Kathua district of 
Jammu and Kashmir, an 
eight-year-old child from a 
minority nomadic com-
munity was allegedly held 
in captivity in a small village 
temple for a week in Janu-
ary this year during which 
she was kept sedated and 
sexually assaulted before 
being bludgeoned to death.

The incident has 
sparked massive, coun-
trywide outrage among 
people.

PTI

V
eteran filmmaker 
Rakesh Roshan will 
be felicitated with 
a Lifetime Achieve-
ment honour at 

the Dadasaheb Phalke Film 
Foundation Awards for his 
contribution as a producer, 
director, screenwriter, editor 
and actor in Hindi films.

Parul Sud, Vice President 
of Glocal Thinkers, the event’s 
organisers said: “It’s an hon-
our to present the Lifetime 
Achievement Award to Rakesh 
Roshan for his prodigious 
work to film industry. His re-
cently produced movie ‘Kaabil’ 
is such an inspiration to the 
youth.”

He said the DadaSaheb 
Trust was the only award 
property which also celebrat-
ed and recognised technicians 
behind the scenes.

Ashfaque Khopekar, Presi-
dent of Dadasaheb Phalke 
Film foundation Awards, said: 
“We are planning to conduct 
a seminar and other social 

activities to promote and sup-
port Indian film culture.

“I am trying to provide 
more benefits like pension and 
medical facilities to our tech-
nicians, workers and artistes.”

The awards ceremony 
will take place on April 29 at 
Chitrakoot Ground here.

IANS

Imcha Imsong from Mokokchung 
is a talented singer who is presently work-
ing as an Associate Youth Pastor at Tuli 
town.

Imsong says though singing rock 
songs has always been his comfort 
zone, his theological journey intro-
duced him into various genres of 
music.

The budding artist is also a 
member of the Ao dialect band 
‘Osen’ where he is the lead vocal-
ist.

He says, ‘I belief in the language 
of music and when I do sing I put in 
all of myself into the words and sing 
my soul out, and that’s one thing I 
would want to take further to influ-
ence the youth through each and 
every word of my songs.’

His original ‘beautiful mess’ written 
by his friend talks about self- enlight-
enment with of course Gods grace.

Read on to know more about 
Imchas’s journey

Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern 
Mirror’s - Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as 
they share their  experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all 
connect to so Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

Little did we know

EASTERN MIRROR: How 
would you like to intro-
duce yourself to those 
who haven’t heard of you 
yet?
Imcha Imsong: I would 
definitely like to be called 
as Imcha, born and raised 
in Mokokchung from a 
very ethical family. I have 
always been enthusiastic 
in giving my service to the 
utmost possibility which 
is what I have achieved 
as a youth pastor and an 
artist, the dual service for 
the great God has been 
going along well together. 
Also as far as my original 
song is concerned “Beauti-
ful Mess” is my first piece 
of original to have been 
released.

EASTERN MIRROR:  Working as 
a youth pastor at Tuli and having 

the gift of singing, how do you 
make use of your talent to 

bring change among the 
youths of today’s genera-
tion?
Imcha Imsong: Like I 
have mentioned earlier, to 
do my best has been my 
utmost priority and so 
working as a youth pas-
tor and my passion for 
singing has been going 
hand in hand. Hence I 
belief in the language 
of music and when 
I do sing I put in all 

of myself into the 
words and sing 
my soul out, and 
that’s one thing 
I would want to 

take further 
to influence 

the youth 
through 
each and 
every 

word of my 
song.

EASTERN MIRROR: When did you 
start writing/producing music - 
and what or who were your early 
passions and influences?
Imcha Imsong: As far as I remem-
ber it was during my high school 
that I had the opportunity to write 
my first song with the help of my 
friend for Music Fest at MTBA but 
then after, for some reason I wasn’t 
much into composing but went 
more into singing. Later on in the 
year 2011 I genuinely begin to fall 
in love yet again with writing my 
song and as of now I am on for a 
life time contract LOL. Ironically 
during my initial days rock music 
largely influenced me and that’s one 
genre I am in love with till date and 
to name two of my favorite band it 
has been Alter Bridge and Kings of 
Leon. With sheer delight, my list of 
Christian Artist begins with Chris 
Tomlin, Kari Jobe, Zach Williams 
and Bethel Music.

EASTERN MIRROR: How would 
you describe your own develop-
ment as an artist and the transi-
tion towards your own voice?
Imcha Imsong: Basically sing-
ing rock songs has been my com-
fort zone which didn’t leave any 

room for other genre but 
as I started my theological 
journey it introduced me 
into various genres of music, 
being an active member of 
Clark Theological College 
choir where I had invested 
five years which eventu-
ally refined my vocal skills. 
And to say, that has solely 
been the reason behind the 
transition.

EASTERN MIRROR: What 
were your main compo-
sitional challenges in the 
beginning and how have 
they changed over time?
Imcha Imsong: Since I am 
more inspired by spiritual 
insights to interpret into lyr-
ics word by word, it has been 
a little challenging initially 

but over the years I have picked it 
up and I am able to do much better.

EASTERN MIRROR: As mentioned 
at Indihut, you are also a mem-
ber of an Ao dialect band “Osen.” 
Imcha Imsong: Would you like to 
share your connection with the 
band?
Imcha Imsong: Thanks for asking. 
Yes of course Osen has been one of 
the best experiences in my singing 
career, we are of three members 
i.e., Imnawapang, Imsentiba and 
myself who are also working as 
associate youth pastors. I take on 
the lead vocal and we have released 
eight songs which I would request 
all of you to hear.

EASTERN MIRROR: Your first 
single, “beautiful mess” has been 
released and it sounds beautiful. 
What can you tell about this track?
Imcha Imsong: Oh thank you, I am 
humbled. I have been excited about 
this song and finally God made my 
dream into reality. The lyrics have 
been written by a good friend of 
mine, and this song basically talks 
about self- enlightenment with of 
course God’s grace.
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A graphic from NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory showing where in the sky the Lyrid meteor shower can be seen, until April 30.
Credit: NASA/JPL

Black Carbon Monitoring Station at Chirbasa near Gangotari. Photo credit : Dr. P.S. Negi, Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology, Dehradun

NASA’s planet-hunter satellite 
launched on SpaceX rocket

Study finds increased concentration of black 
carbon in Gangotri region during tourist seasons

Leaves from nitrogen-rich trees can be potential fertilisers

Stars’ ‘DNA’ could help scientists find Sun’s lost siblings

Spectacular Lyrid meteor shower peaks this weekend

Washington, April 19 
(IANS): NASA’s next plan-
et-hunter, the Transiting 
Exoplanet Survey Satel-
lite (Tess) successfully 
launched on a SpaceX Fal-
con 9 rocket from Cape 
Canaveral Air Force Sta-
tion in Florida.

The satellite launched 
at  6.51 p.m. EDT on 
Wednesday (4.21 a.m. on 
Thursday, India time).

Tess, which is expected 
to find thousands of new 
exoplanets orbiting nearby 
stars, including some that 
could support life, was ear-
lier scheduled to launch 
on Monday (4.02 a.m. on 
Tuesday, India time) but 
was rescheduled to con-
duct further Guidance, 
Navigation and Control 
analysis, NASA said.

“We are thrilled Tess 
is on its way to help us 
discover worlds we have 
yet to imagine, worlds that 
could possibly be habit-

able, or harbour life,” said 
Thomas Zurbuchen, As-
sociate Administrator of 
NASA’s Science Mission 
Directorate in Washing-
ton. 

Over the course of sev-
eral weeks, Tess will use 
six thruster burns to travel 
in a series of progressively 
elongated orbits to reach 
the Moon, which will pro-
vide a gravitational assist 
so that the spacecraft can 
transfer into its 13.7-day 
final science orbit around 
Earth, NASA said. 

After approximately 
60 days of check-out and 
instrument testing, the 
spacecraft will begin its 
work, the US space agency 
added. 

For this two-year sur-
vey mission, scientists 
divided the sky into 26 
sectors. 

The spacecraft will use 
four unique wide-field 
cameras to map 13 sectors 

encompassing the south-
ern sky during its first year 
of observations and 13 
sectors of the northern sky 
during the second year, 
altogether covering 85 per 
cent of the sky.

Tess will be watching 
for phenomena called 
transits. A transit occurs 
when a planet passes in 
front of its star from the 
observer’s perspective, 
causing a periodic and 
regular dip in the star’s 
brightness. 

More than 78 per cent 
of the approximately 3,700 
confirmed exoplanets 
have been found using 
transits.

NASA’s Kepler space-
craft found more than 
2,600 exoplanets, most or-
biting faint stars between 
300 and 3,000 light-years 
from Earth, using this 
same method of watching 
for transits. 

The new planet-hunter 

will focus on stars between 
30 and 300 light-years 
away and 30 to 100 times 
brighter than Kepler’s tar-
gets, NASA said.

The brightness of these 
target stars will allow re-
searchers to use spec-
troscopy, the study of the 
absorption and emission 
of light, to determine a 
planet’s mass, density and 
atmospheric composition. 

Water, and other key 
molecules, in its atmo-
sphere can give us hints 
about a planet’s capacity 
to harbour life.

“The targets Tess finds 
are going to be fantas-
tic subjects for research 
for decades to come,” 
said Stephen Rinehart, 
Tess project scientist at 
NASA’s Goddard Space 
Flight Center in Greenbelt, 
Maryland. 

“It’s the beginning of 
a new era of exoplanet 
research,” Rinehart added.

New Delhi, April 13 (India Sci-
ence Wire): In a significant 
input for the growing debate on 
global climate change, a study 
by researchers at the Dehradun-
based Wadia Institute of Hima-
layan Geology have found that 
there is a remarkable increase 
in the concentration of black 
carbon in the atmosphere near 
the pilgrim town of Gangotri 
in Uttarakhand during the two 
annual tourist seasons of April 
to June and during September 
and October.

The study conducted at 
the all weather real time black 
carbon monitoring station at 
Chilbasa near the Gangotri 
Glacier, 12 km from the temple 
town has found that concen-
tration of the aerosol peaked 
during May. The black carbon 
content was in two forms: gas-
eous aerosol, formed due to the 
burning of fuel wood and other 
biomass and elemental aerosol 
generated from exhausts of 
automobiles, petrol and diesel-
based electricity generators and 

kerosene and LPG stoves.
The black carbon concen-

tration due to biomass burning 
was as high as 1,889 nanogram 
per cu m and that due to au-
tomobiles and other sources 
1,180 nanogram per cu.m. The 
amount was almost 10 times 
the concentrations of 168 nano-
grams per cu.m. and 123 nano-
grams per cu.m. recorded dur-
ing August, when black carbon 
content in the atmosphere was 
found to be at the minimum .

In a report published in the 
latest issue of science journal, 
Current Science, Dr. Pyar Singh 
Negi, Scientist in the research 
group on Geomorphology and 
Environmental Geology at the 
Institute, noted, ““The observed 
higher concentration of BC dur-
ing summer season is bound to 
accelerate atmospheric warn-
ing that adversely affects the 
ecosystem and the associated 
resources in the sensitive and 
ecologically fragile Himalayan 
region”.

“ The black carbon content 

was in two forms: gaseous aero-
sol, formed due to the burning 
of fuel wood and other biomass 
and elemental aerosol gener-
ated from exhausts of automo-
biles, petrol and diesel-based 
electricity generators and kero-
sene and LPG stoves. “

Urging for implementation 
of sustainable and eco-friendly 
measures to reduce the gen-
eration of the aerosol, he pointed 
out that even a change of 1 de-
gree celsius in temperature may 
result in significant decrease in 
snow cover area along with loss 
of habitat for important fauna 
and flora. “A decrease in snow 
cover area near the snowline and 
an increase in forest area near 
the treeline have already been 
reported in the area as well as in 
the Himalayan region”, he added.

Aerosols play an impor-
tant role in climate change 
processes. Among the various 
aerosols, black carbon has been 
recognized as the second most 
important anthropogenic agent 
that requires to be taken care 

of, especially for atmospheric 
warning.

The increasing concentra-
tion of black carbon in the at-
mosphere has now become 
a matter of serious concern, 
especially in the high Himala-
yan glaciated region that has 
the most vulnerable ecosystem. 
The region encompasses vari-
ous important natural resourc-
es such as glaciers, snow, and 
alpine flora and fauna that are 
essential for various ecosystem 
services, including recharg-
ing the rivers and freshwater 
springs. In addition, it pro-
vides livelihood to millions of 
its inhabitants as well as the 
downstream population. Any 
change in atmospheric com-
position of the high Himalayan 
region due to black carbon and 
other aerosols is bound to influ-
ence the natural resources and 
their associated contribution in 
ecological services and socio-
economic activities of large 
populations.

The study was conducted 
based on data collected be-
tween January and December 
2016. The station itself has been 
set up only recently. WIHG 
has established it along with 
another in Bhojbasa, about five 
km away as part of a project to 
have long term monitoring of 
black carbon aerosol in the high 
himalayan region. The chirbasa 
station is at an altitude of 3,600 
m, close to the tree line ecozone 
and the one at Bhojbasa is at 
the altitude of 3,800 m, close to 
the snowline. Solar power sys-
tems provide continuous power 
supply to the all weather sta-
tions. Special insulation boxes 
are used to provide suitable 
operating temperature and 
protect the underground bat-
teries from power discharge due 
to extreme low temperatures 
during winters. Temperatures 
ranging from minus 34 to minus 
37 degrees celsius have been 
recorded there.

About Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite

The Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite (TESS) is a 
space telescope for NASA’s Explorers program, de-

signed to search for exoplanets using the transit method 
in an area 400 times larger than that covered by the 
Kepler mission. It is expected to find more than 20,000 
exoplanets, compared to about 3,800 exoplanets known 
at the time of its launch.

The primary mission objective for TESS is to survey 
the brightest stars near the Earth for transiting exoplan-
ets over a two-year period. The TESS project will use an 
array of wide-field cameras to perform an all-sky survey. 
With TESS, it will be possible to study the mass, size, den-
sity and orbit of a large cohort of small planets, including 
a sample of rocky worlds in the habitable zones of their 
host stars. TESS will provide prime targets for further 
characterization by the James Webb Space Telescope, 
as well as other large ground-based and space-based 
telescopes of the future.

TESS will use a novel highly-elliptical orbit with an 
apogee approximately at the distance of the Moon and 
a perigee of 108,000 km, above the geosynchronous 
satellites. TESS will orbit Earth twice during the time the 
Moon orbits once, a 2:1 resonance with the Moon. The 
orbit is expected to remain stable for a minimum of 10 
years.

Led by the Massachusetts Institute of  Technology 
with seed funding from Google, TESS was one of 11 pro-
posals selected for NASA funding in September 2011, 
down from the original 42 submitted in February of that 
year. On April 5, 2013, it was announced that TESS, along 
with the Neutron Star Interior Composition Explorer 
(NICER), had been selected for launch.   

  Source: wikipedia

Mission type Space observatory
Operator NASA / MIT
Website http://tess.gsfc.nasa.gov/
Mission duration Planned: 2 years

Spacecraft properties
Bus LEOStar-2
Manufacturer Orbital ATK
Launch mass 362 kg (798 lb)
Dimensions 3.7 × 1.2 × 1.5 m (12.1 × 3.9 × 4.9 ft)
Power 400 watts

Start of mission
Launch date April 18, 2018, 22:51 UTC[2]
Rocket Falcon 9 Full Thrust
Launch site Cape Canaveral SLC-40
Contractor SpaceX

Washington, April 19 (IANS): Keep your heads up at 
night this weekend to witness a spectacular celestial 
show as scientists expect the Lyrid meteor shower to 
peak shortly before dawn on April 22.

Up to 20 meteors per hour will likely be visible over-
night on April 21-22, Xinhua news agency reported on 
Wednesday citing NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory.

To view the Lyrid shower this weekend, observers 
should find an area away from light pollution on the 
night of April 21. 

As the waxing Moon may interfere with visibility, 
the best time to view it is the few hours after the 

Moon sets.
Special equipment like telescopes and binoculars 

are not necessary to view the Lyrid meteor shower, 
which is safe to view with naked eyes.

The Lyrids are classified as a medium-strength 
shower and are visible every year in April, according to 
the Space Science Telescope Institute in in Baltimore, 
Maryland.

The Lyrid meteor shower is one of the oldest known 
meteor showers. Records of this shower go back some 
2,700 years, according to American astronomer Bruce 
McClure.

New Delhi, April 19 (India 
Science Wire): Persistent 
overuse of fertilisers to 
increase the crop yield 
has led to serious conse-
quences on environment 
and human health. The 
problem has now come 
to full circle and the chal-
lenge ahead is to produce 
enough food for burgeon-
ing population but in a 
sustainable manner. Sci-
entists are now on look for 
alternatives to fertilisers 
which can substitute nu-
trients in soil without dam-
aging the environment.

Now scientists at the 
Banaras Hindu University 
(BHU) have shown that 
application of leaves from 
nitrogen-rich trees in soil 
can increase the soil fertil-
ity and grain yield of rice 
and can therefore act as 
potential replacement of 
fertilisers.

They have found that 
supplementing soil with 
dried leaves of nitrogen-
rich trees such as shisham, 
amaltas and neem can 
increase the content of 
soil microbial biomass 
and grain yield of rice. Mi-
crobes, when abundant in 
soil, deteriorate plant and 
animal residues and other 
organic matter to release 
carbon-dioxide and other 
plant nutrients like nitro-
gen and phosphorous, 
making soil fertile and 
nutrient rich.

“ Scientists found that 
among the three trees, 
leaves of shisham were the 
best for increasing micro-
bial density and nitrogen 
content in soil. However, 
fast decomposition of nu-
trients from these leaves 
means they are effective 
only for crops with shorter 
lifecycles. “

Suitability of tree leaves 
was measured on three 
parameters. High nitrogen 
content, low polyphenols 
—substances that inhibit 
microbe growth— and 
low lignin content as it 
takes longer time frame for 
decomposition. Treatment 
of soil with these leaves 
increased the grain yield 
by 68 to 161%.

Scientists found that 
among the three trees, 
leaves of shisham were 
the best for increasing 
microbial density and 
nitrogen content in soil. 
However, fast decompo-
sition of nutrients from 
these leaves means they 
are effective only for crops 
with shorter lifecycles. The 
use of combination of fast 
degrading shisham leaves 
and slow degrading wheat 
straw could be a preferred 
approach if crop cycle is 

longer or the intent is to 
replenish soil nutrients for 
long term.

“Tropical  dr yland 
agroecosystem is deficit 
in terms of nutrient and 
soil moisture which are 
important for crop pro-
ductivity. Application of 
nitrogen rich tropical tree 
species not only fulfills the 
requirement of nutrient in 
soil but also contributes 
to soil moisture conserva-
tion,” explained Dr. Rajani 
Srivastava, who led the 
research, while speaking 
to Indian Science Wire.

(The results of this study 
have been published 
in scientific journal 

Proceedings of the 
National Academy of 

Sciences India Section 
B. The research team 
also included Rajani 

Srivastava and  
K. P. Singh.)

Diamonds in desert asteroid point to long-lost planet
London, April 18 (IANS): An 
asteroid containing large 
diamonds that hit the Earth 
in 2008 came from a “lost” 
planet in our solar system 
that existed billions of years 
ago, says a new study.

The parent body from 
which the celestial rock came 
was a planetary embryo of 
a size between Mercury to 
Mars, said the study pub-
lished in the journal Nature 
Communications.

The asteroid, now known 
as “2008 TC3”, was just over 
four metres in diameter and 
fell in the Nubian desert in 
Sudan.

Farhang Nabiei, a materi-
als scientist at the Swiss Fed-
eral Institute of Technology 
in Lausanne (EPFL), Switzer-
land, and his colleagues ex-
amined the diamonds from 
the asteroid which fell into a 

category of space rocks called 
ureilites.

“This study provides con-
vincing evidence that the 
ureilite parent body was one 
such large ‘lost’ planet before 
it was destroyed by collisions 
some 4.5 billion years ago,” 
the researchers were quoted 
as saying by EPFL in a news 
release on Tuesday. 

The researchers studied 
the diamond samples using 
a combination of advanced 
transmission electron mi-
croscopy techniques. 

The analysis of the data 
showed that the diamonds 
had chromite, phosphate and 
iron-nickel sulfides embed-
ded in them - what scientists 
refer to as “inclusions”. 

These have been known 
for a long time to exist inside 
Earth’s diamonds, but are 
now described for the first 

time in an extraterrestrial 
body.

The particular compo-
sition and morphology of 
these materials can only be 
explained if the pressure un-
der which the diamonds were 
formed was higher than 20 
GPa (giga-Pascals, the unit of 
pressure), according to the 
researchers.

This level of internal pres-
sure can only be explained 
if the planetary parent body 
was a Mercury-to Mars-sized 
planetary “embryo”, depend-
ing on the layer in which the 
diamonds were formed, the 
study said. 

Many planetary forma-
tion models have predicted 
that these planetary embryos 
existed in the first million 
years of our solar system, and 
the study offers evidence of 
their existence. 

Sydney, April 18 (IANS): With 
the aim to find the lost sib-
lings of the Sun, now scat-
tered across the sky, a team 
of astronomers has collect-
ed the “DNA” of more than 
340,000 stars in the Milky 
Way.

The “DNA” can help trace 
the ancestry of stars, showing 
astronomers how the uni-
verse went from having only 
hydrogen and helium -- just 
after the Big Bang -- to being 
filled today with all the ele-
ments we have here on Earth 
that are necessary for life.

The research, detailed in 
the journal Monthly Notices 
of the Royal Astronomical 
Society, is based on the Ga-
lactic Archaeology survey, 
called GALAH, launched in 
late 2013 as part of a quest to 
uncover the formulation and 
evolution of galaxies. 

When complete, GALAH 
will investigate more than a 
million stars.

The GALAH survey used 

the HERMES spectrograph 
at the Australian Astronom-
ical Observatory’s (AAO) 
3.9-metre Anglo-Austra-
lian Telescope near Coon-
abarabran in New South 
Wales to collect spectra for 
the 340,000 stars.

“No other survey has been 
able to measure as many 
elements for as many stars 
as GALAH,” said Gayandhi 
De Silva of the University of 
Sydney and AAO. 

“This data will enable 
such discoveries as the origi-
nal star clusters of the Galaxy, 
including the Sun’s birth clus-
ter and solar siblings -- there 
is no other dataset like this 
ever collected anywhere else 
in the world,” De Silva said.

The Sun, like all stars, was 
born in a group or cluster of 
thousands of stars, explained 
Sarah Martell from the Uni-
versity of New South Wales 
(UNSW) Sydney who leads 
the GALAH survey observa-
tions.

“Every star in that cluster 
will have the same chemical 
composition, or DNA - these 
clusters are quickly pulled 
apart by our Milky Way Gal-
axy and are now scattered 
across the sky,” Martell said.

“The GALAH team’s aim 
is to make DNA matches 
between stars to find their 
long-lost sisters and broth-
ers,” she added.

For each star, this DNA 
is the amount they contain 
of each of nearly two dozen 
chemical elements such as 
oxygen, aluminium and iron.

Unfortunately, astrono-
mers cannot collect the DNA 
of a star with a mouth swab 
but instead use the starlight, 
with a technique called spec-
troscopy.

The light from the star 
is collected by the telescope 
and then passed through an 
instrument called a spectro-
graph, which splits the light 
into detailed rainbows, or 
spectra.

Artist concept of TESS
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Man United beat Bournemouth 
2-0 to tighten grip on second spot 

James dazzles as Cavaliers 
strike back; Rockets win again

Napoli keep Serie A title hopes alive as Juventus held

Rathore meets IOC president, 
promises clean sports in India

Northeast Olympic Associations pitch development

India to bid for 2026 Youth Olympics, receives appreciation from IOC chief

Open basketball 
tournament in 
Kohima from May 7

Manchester United's Chris Smalling scores their first goal against Bournemouth.

Neiphiu Rio seen here among other officials of national and state sporting organisations during the 
meeting with national sports federations and state Olympic associations on Thursday at New Delhi.

Cleveland Cavaliers' LeBron James (23) drives to the basket against 
Indiana Pacers' Myles Turner (33) during the first half of Game 2 of 
an NBA basketball first-round playoff series on Wednesday.

Bournemouth, April 19 
(Reuters) : Manchester 
United tightened their grip 
on second place in the Pre-
mier League after goals in 
each half by defender Chris 
Smalling and substitute 
Romelu Lukaku gave them 
a clinical 2-0 win at Bour-
nemouth on Wednesday.

The result left United, 
who suffered a shock 1-0 

home defeat by bottom 
team West Bromwich Al-
bion on Sunday, second on 
74 points from 34 games, 13 
behind champions Man-
chester City and four ahead 
of third-placed Liverpool.

It also left manager Jose 
Mourinho pondering who 
to select for Saturday’s FA 
Cup semi-final against Tot-
tenham Hotspur at Wem-

bley after he made seven 
changes to the side beaten 
by West Brom.

“Every player on the 
pitch was positive and put 
himself available for Sat-
urday,” Mourinho told BT 
Sport.

“It was a good profes-
sional performance with 
good effort and responsi-
bility.  There was desire to 

score and a desire to cope 
with the defensive respon-
sibilities against a fast team.

“I’m not very good on 
man of the match, I’m not a 
big fan of it, but Paul Pogba 
played very well. Against 
Man City (in a 3-2 United 
win) he was phenomenal 
but today he was very, very 
good.”

With one eye on the 

Crotone, April 19 (AFP): Napoli 
kept their title hopes alive with a 
4-2 win over Udinese on Wednes-
day as champions Juventus' path 
to a seventh consecutive Serie A 
title was stalled 1-1 at Crotone.

Niger ian for ward Simy 
grabbed the equaliser for relega-
tion-threatened Crotone after 65 
minutes with a spectacular over-
head bicycle kick with shades of 
that scored by Cristiano Ronaldo 
in the Champions League in Tu-
rin last month.

"We didn't do so well tonight, 
even though the guys did every-
thing possible," said Juventus 
coach Massimiliano Allegri.

"Tonight was decisive for the 
Scudetto.

"These are the games you 

need to bring home. The thing 
to do is stay calm, and play this 
championship until the end."

Napoli came from behind 
twice to cut the gap on Juventus 
to four points with five games re-
maining including next Sunday's 
top of the table clash between the 
two teams in Turin.

Maurizio Sarri's side were 
given an early scare at home with 
Czech Jakub Jankto putting Udi-
nese ahead after 41 minutes.

Lorenzo Insigne pulled Napo-
li back just before the break only 
for Swedish midfielder Svante 
Ingelsson to again give Udinese 
the advantage ten minutes into 
the second half.

But Raul Albiol, Arkadiusz Mi-
lik and Lorenzo Tonelli all scored 

in a ten-minute spree in the sec-
ond half to condemn Udinese to 
their 20th defeat of the season 
-- and tenth in a row.

Napoli had fallen six points 
adrift of the leaders after last 
weekend's goalless draw at AC 
Milan with the champions clos-
ing in on the title.

Gianluigi Buffon was rested 
ahead of Sunday's game with 
Wojciech Szczesny in goal and Ju-
ventus looked to be on track after 
Alex Sandro headed in a Douglas 
Costa cross after 16 minutes in 
Calabria.

But Simy struck on 65 min-
utes to earn a precious point for 
the southerners -- third from 
bottom of the table with 57 points 
fewer than Juventus' 85.

Sports Minister Rajyavardhan Singh 
Rathore today met International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) Presi-

dent Thomas Bach and assured him 
of the country's commitment to clean 
sports, saying the ministry has zero tol-
erance for substance abuse or cheating.

A delegation of IOC, the Olympic 
Council of Asia (OCA) and the IOA to-
day called on Rathore for an hour-long 
meeting in which both sides discussed 
matters relating to sports promotion and 
development, good governance and how 
to further strengthen the relations with 
the international sports bodies.

Rathore referred to the recently-
concluded Khelo India School Games to 
spot the sporting talent at an early age. 
He said similar competitions would be 
organised in future at College and Uni-
versity level.

"...government with the help of In-
dian Olympic Association has prepared 
a Sports Code to bring transparency in 
functioning of the National Sports Fed-

erations (NSFs), fair selection of players 
for competitions and accountability for 
proper utilization of funding to sports 
bodies by the government," the sports 
ministry said in a statement.

Rathore categorically mentioned that 
his ministry has "zero tolerance for sub-
stance abuse or for cheating in sports".

The Ministry claimed that Bach ap-
preciated the initiatives taken by the In-
dian Government to bring transparency 
and good governance in sports.

It also stated that Bach proposed a 
four-member group comprising repre-
sentatives of government, IOC, IOA and 
OCA be formed which could suggest 
the roadmap for sports development 
in India.

Indian Olympic Association Presi-
dent Narinder Batra assured the gov-
ernment of all support in matters of 
good governance, transparency and in 
implementing the sports code and said 
there would be no compromise on good 
governance matters.

Dimapur, April 19 (EMN): The North East 
State Olympic Associations led by Nagaland 
Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio and the chair-
man of the Sports Authority of Arunachal 
(SAA) Bamang Tago met with Indian Olym-
pic Association's (IOA) President Narinder 
Dhruv Batra and Secretary General Rajeev 

Metha at the Hotel Lalit in New Delhi on 
Thur. April 19.

The northeast team has pitched for 
development of Olympic Games in the 
northeast region, a note from Kuolie Mere, 
PRO(IPR), Nagaland House, New Delhi on 
Thrusday stated.

New Delhi, April 19 (PTI): 
The Indian Olympic As-
sociation today decided 
to bid for the 2026 Youth 
Olympics as well as the 
2032 Summer Olympics, 
receiving appreciation 
from the visiting Interna-
tional Olympic Committee 
President Thomas Bach.

In a press conference 
addressed with Bach here, 
IOA President Narinder 
Batra said, "We are bid-
ding for three events, 2026 
Youth Olympics, 2030 Asian 
Games and 2o32 Olympics. 
We don't know whether 
they will come to India or 
not. Let us see how fierce 
the competition is." 

Bach, who is on a two-
day visit to the country, said 
India has the capability to 
host big Olympic events 
but advised the IOA to wait 
for the bidding process to 
start.

"We have taken note 
with great appreciation 
of the intention of IOA to 
host future Youth Olympics 
and Summer Olympics. It 
would be fantastic for In-
dian athletes to have their 
Olympics at their home 
country. It will give a boost 
to sports in India and devel-
op interest in many young 
people to take up sports," 
Bach, who was last here in 
2015, said. 

"But it's not the time 
to discuss in detail about 
future candidates as no 
procedure is currently open 
neither for Olympic Games 
nor for Youth Olympics. 
The next available slot for 
Youth Olympics is 2026 but 

we are even yet to decide 
on 2022 edition host city, 
the process is underway. 
Only after we finalise 2022 
Youth Olympics hosts, we 
will start the procedure for 
2026," said Bach.0 

The IOC chief also had 
a meeting with Sports Min-
ister Rajyavardhan Rathore 
during the day. 

The bidding process for 
the 2026 Youth Olympics is 
likely to start in early part of 
2020. Besides India, Thai-
land has also expressed 
interest to host the 2026 
Youth Olympics.

Regarding the IOA's 
intention to bid for 2032 
Olympics,  Bach said, 
"There is a lot of time left till 
we open bidding procedure 
for 2032 Olympics. We have 
to wait till that." 

A decision on the 2032 
Summer Olympics host city 
will only be taken in 2025 
and the bidding process is 
expected to start sometime 
before that.

Germany -- which has 
proposed a 13-city bid -- 
and Australia (likely to be 
Brisbane) have expressed 
their desire to bid for 2032 
Olympics and more coun-
tries are expected to join 
the fray later on.

Just after taking charge 
as IOA chief in December 
last, Batra had said that In-
dia should think of hosting 
big-ticket events like the 
Asian Games and Olym-
pics. 

Bach also revealed that 
a four-party working group 
comprising the IOC, IOA, 
Olympic Council of Asia 

Dimapur, April 19 (EMN): The 10th 
edition of the Open Basketball Tourna-
ment will be held from May 7 to the 
12th. A press release from the Nagaland 
Basketball Association and Suncity 
club at Kohima on April 20 announced 
the dates of the tournament. 

The venue of the tournament will 
be Khuochiezie local ground in the 
capital town. According to the updates, 
it will be night times matches. Inter-
ested teams and clubs may contact 
the number +917085985392 for more 
information. 

Restaurants, cafés, shops and en-
tertainers who also wish to participate 
may contact the number. 

clash with Tottenham, 
Mourinho benched most of 
his regular starters includ-
ing Lukaku, Alexis Sanchez 
and midfield anchorman 
Nemanja Matic.

The reshuffled side 
looked solid and Smalling 
fired them ahead with a 
close-range finish in the 
28th minute, sliding in to 
score from close range af-
ter a neat move involving 
Ander Herrera and Jesse 
Lingard.

Visiting keeper David 
De Gea kept out a sting-
ing shot by Jordon Ibe and 
Callum Wilson failed to 
connect with a low cross by 
Joshua King before Lukaku 
sealed United’s win with a 
goal of the highest quality.

Released by Pogba near 
the halfway line, the Bel-
gium striker raced away 
from his marker and buried 
an unstoppable shot over 
advancing keeper Asmir 
Begovic in the 70th minute.

“At halftime the man-
ager told Paul to keep mak-
ing those runs, he did and 
played a perfect pass which 
I was able to finish off,” Lu-
kaku said.

“It was really important 
that we won today and now 
we’re well prepared for this 
weekend. As a player you 
always want to play and you 
always have to be ready.”

Los Angeles, April 19 (AFP):  
LeBron James crysta-lized 
his reputation as one of the 
best playoff performers in 
NBA history on Wednesday 
as the Cleveland Cavaliers 
rebounded from a game 
one rout with a 100-97 win 
over the Indiana Pacers.

James scored 20 of his 
46 points in the opening 
quarter, getting off to a tor-
rid start in which he single-
handedly outscored the 
Pacers 13-0 and 16-1 to 
begin game two of the first 
round Eastern Conference 
series.

“My mentality was we 
got to go back to Indiana 
tied 1-1,” James said. “We 
hadn’t scored like we are 
accustomed to doing so far 
so I wanted to see if I had a 
good hand to start.

“My guys kept coming 
to me and I was able to 
make a few buckets.”

In the late game, the 
Houston Rockets crushed 
the Minnesota Timber-
wolves 102-82 to seize a 2-0 
series lead.

Chris Paul had 27 points 
as the Rockets drained 16 

three pointers compared to 
just five threes for the Tim-
berwolves. Nemanja Bjelica 
led the Timberwolves with 
16 points.

Cleveland bounced 
back from an embarrassing 
98-80 loss at home in game 
one and the mighty James 
set the tone early Wednes-
day, giving credence to 
coach Tyronn Lue’s pre-
game prediction that if he 
showed up, the Cavs would 
level the series.

He did exactly that, 
shooting 17 of 24 field goals 
and delivering 12 rebounds 
and five assists as the Cleve-
land had to survive a late 
fourth-quarter charge by 
the Pacers.

“He did a great job of 
just being aggressive and 
attacking the basket for our 
team. LeBron did a great 
job setting the tone offen-
sively,” Lue said.

The 33-year-old James 
also helped put the game 
away with two clutch free 
throws with 18 seconds left 
to make it 99-92.

Pacers star Victor Ola-
dipo made a 26-foot jumper 

at the buzzer to close out 
the scoring. Oladipo fin-
ished with a team high 22 
points in the loss.

The series now shifts to 
Indiana for game three on 
Friday.

James has never lost a 
first round series and being 
down 0-1 marked another 
first for James, whose teams 
have always managed to 
come out firing on all cylin-
ders before.

Game one was so one-
sided the Cavs recorded 
the second-fewest points of 
their season.

But these are not nor-
mal times for Cleveland as 
the highs and lows have 
become more acute, leav-
ing fans wondering which 
version will show up on any 
given night.

James’ consistency has 
kept it somewhat together 
as he enjoyed one of his 
best seasons, averaging 
29.5 points, 9.8 rebounds 
and 10.0 assists during the 
regular season.

Even in the game one 
loss, he still managed a tri-
ple double with 24 points, 
10 boards and 12 assists.

Jazz past Thunder 102-95 
to even series
Mitchell, who played with 
a bruised left foot, scored 
13 of his 28 points in the 
fourth quarter to help the 
Jazz defeat Oklahoma City 
102-95 and tie their Western 
Conference playoff series at 
one win apiece.

Derrick Favors had 
career playoff bests of 20 
points and 16 rebounds for 
the Jazz, and Ricky Rubio 
had 22 points, nine assists 
and seven rebounds in the 
first playoff win of his sev-
en-year career.

Mitchell did his dam-
age attacking the basket. 
He missed all seven of his 
3-pointers, but made 10 of 
18 from inside the arc and 
eight of nine free throws. 
Mitchell said center Rudy 
Gobert told him to quit set-
tling for jumpers.

Russel l  Westbrook 
had 19 points, 13 assists 
and nine rebounds for the 
Thunder. Paul George, who 
scored 36 points in Game 1, 
finished with 18 on 6-for-21 
shooting. Carmelo Anthony 
scored 17 points, but made 
just six of 18 shots.

and the sports ministry has 
been constituted "to devise 
a road map on how the 
most hopeful Indian ath-
letes can be best prepared 
for 2020 Olympics". 

"We discussed (with 
the sports minister) about 
sports science, coaching, 
sports for all and role of 
sports in society. The IOC 
can assist and put its ex-
pertise in all these matters. 
We can see some initiatives 
which will be beneficial for 
Indian athletes so that they 
can excel in 2020 Olym-
pics," said the IOC chief 

who was here with the OCA 
chief Sheikh Ahmad Al-
Sabah.

There has been ten-
sions in recent times be-
tween the IOA and the 
sports ministry regarding 
transparency and good 
governance on one hand 
and autonomy of sports 
bodies on the other. 

"We will ensure that 
there is good governance 
in the IOA and the NSFs 
but at the same time our 
autonomy will also have to 
be respected. So we have 
decided to form a work-

ing group to address these 
issues," said Batra, who 
recently has directed the 
NSFs and state olympic 
units not to be associated 
with Khelo India initiative 
of the sports ministry. 

"We are happy that the 
IOA has given a firm com-
mitment that good gov-
ernance will be a priority. 
The Sports Minister also 
said that the government 
recognises the autonomy 
of sports bodies. Both have 
to go together," Bach said.

Asked if he saw any 
'crossing of line' by either 

the ministry or the IOA on 
these issues, Bach said, 
"Unfortunately, we had 
seen it a couple or years 
ago (when IOA was sus-
pended). We need clear 
rules and principles to have 
good governance on one 
one side and respect of 
autonomy on the other in 
order to prevent crossing of 
lines by either.

"We are putting experts 
on good governance and 
autonomy issues at the 
disposal of the minister 
and the IOA to establish 
these principles and draft 

the regulations in line with 
Olympic Charter and IOC 
guidelines. We made this 
offer and the minister and 
IOA have accepted it." 

Asked about India's 
shameful record regarding 
doping violations, Bach 
said, "We have received a 
very clear and firm com-
mitment from the minister 
that fair sports and clean 
sports is the first priority 
for the government. We are 
confident this issue will be 
addressed properly with 
the help of WADA." 

Batra said that the 

IOA will ask the ministry 
to adopt the ''No Needle" 
policy in the the national 
camps also.

"Every athlete should 
get used to the 'No Needle' 
policy," he said while men-
tioning the incident of two 
Indian athletes being sent 
back from the Gold Coast 
CWG for violating the "No 
Needle" policy. 

He also promised Bach 
that the gender imbalance 
in the IOA and its units will 
be addressed.


