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Mirror Takes

~ Arien
No... I told you I can't come 

because they are mainly 
against the government, not 

against the crime...

Better remain  
silent, better not even 

think, if you are not 
prepared to act. 

~ Annie Besant
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 29° 17°
Agartala 33° 24°
Gangtok 24° 12°
Guwahati 31° 20°
Imphal 26° 15°

Itanagar 26° 18°
Shillong 22° 14°
Delhi 39° 24°
Kolkata 38° 27°
Chennai 38° 30°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 22.7° 11.6°
DIMAPUR 33° 19.5°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 72%
DIMAPUR NIL 93%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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NPF vs. Kire : Clan gives Zeliang 
a week to justify charge 

Media houses to pay INR 10 lakh 
each for identifying rape victim

ATM operators seek 
higher 'interchange rates', 
customers may be hit

    

EntErtainmEnt SportS

Ed Sheeran leads nominations for 
2018 Billboard Music Awards | P10

Will return from injury in  
top form, says Neymar |  P11

nation

Aadhaar data can’t be  
aggregated by the requesting 

entities, UIDAI tells SC | P8

Dimapur, April 18 (EMN):  
What started as a case of 
being a vigilant opposi-
tion for the Naga People’s 
Front(NPF) party may just 
have landed its leader in 
thick soup. The allega-
tions that its press bureau 
made against the principal 
secretary of the depart-
ment of Rural Develop-
ment Lhoubeilatuo Kire 
has provoked a demand 
for redress.

The Kire Chienuo (An-
gami for 'clan of Kire') of 
Kohima village has on 
April 18 demanded that 
the leader of the opposi-
tion TR Zeliang explain the 
reasons of the conduct the 
clan termed a ‘personal-
ized vendetta’ against the 
officer,  a member the clan. 
In the otherwise, the clan 
stated, the matter would 
be taken up with the 'Ko-
hima village authority.'

The clan issued a press 
release stating that the 
allegations against Kire 
emanated from the leader 
of the opposition, which 

the organisation stated to 
have confirmed from the 
NPF's press bureau.

“It has come to the 
knowledge of the Kire 
clan that the personalized 
veiled attacks and insinua-
tions emanated from Shri 
TR Zeliang, the honour-
able Leader of Opposition 
in the NPF party; this has 
been confirmed from the 
NPF press bureau already,” 
it stated.

The clan alleged also 
that the current issue was 
not the first instance when 
the leader of the opposi-
tion had made serious al-
legations against the same 
person earlier. 

“Through the press 
media, Shri TR Zeliang 
MLA is asked to explain 
his conduct in making per-
sonalized vendetta attacks 
on Abeio Kire (Lhoubei-
latuo Kire ) considering 
this is not the first time. 
During the tenure (of chief 
minister) Shri SC Jamir In 
the mid 1990s as Forest 
minister, you had made 

Ne w  De l h i , Ap r i l  1 8 
(IANS):  The Delhi High 
Court on Wednesday di-
rected 12 media organi-
sations to pay INR 10 lakh 
each as compensation for 
disclosing the identity of 
an eight-year-old girl who 
was raped and murdered 
in Jammu and Kashmir's 
Kathua district.

Advocates represent-
ing the media houses told 
a bench of Acting Chief 
Justice Gita Mittal and 
Justice C Hari Shankar 
that the mistake was due 
to ignorance of law and 
misconception that they 
could name the victim as 
she was dead.

As the media houses 
apologised, the court 
asked them to deposit the 
compensation amount 
with the Registrar Gen-
eral of the High Court 
within a week and di-
rected that the money be 
transferred to Jammu and 
Kashmir to be used for 
the victim's compensa-
tion scheme.

The media houses are 
The Times Of India, The 

Indian Express, NDTV, 
The Hindu, Republic TV, 
Deccan Chronicle, Navb-
harat Times, The Week, 
The Pioneer, Firstpost, 
The Statesman and In-
dia TV, court documents 
showed.

The court directed 
that wide and continuous 
publicity be given to the 
statutory provisions of 
law regarding privacy of 
victims of sexual offences 
and punishment for re-
vealing their identities.

The court observed 
that there were long term 
repercussion to the vic-
tim's family, especially 
for the women members, 
due to such kind of re-
porting.

The court last week 
issued notice to several 
media houses for disclos-
ing the victim's identity, 
saying it violated law and 
was punishable under 
Section 228-A of the In-
dian Penal Code.

Taking suo motu cog-
nisance of the publica-
tion of photographs and 
the name of the rape 

victim, the court said 
that under Section 23 
(Procedure for media) 
of the Protection of Chil-
dren from Sexual Of-
fences (POCSO) Act any 
person who discloses 
the identity of a child 
victim could be sent to 
a minimum six months' 
imprisonment.

The High Court also 
said it will take up the is-
sue of social media being 
used as a tool for reveal-
ing and disseminating 
the identity of victims of 
sexual violence at a later 
stage and listed the mat-
ter for further hearing on 
April 25.

The minor in Kathua 
was held captive inside 
a temple and sedated 
before being repeatedly 
raped and murdered.

Sanjhi Ram, the care-
taker of the temple, has 
been named the main 
accused and is said to 
have planned the hei-
nous crime to instil fear 
among the Bakar wal 
community to which the 
victim belonged.

Mumbai, April 18 (IANS): 
Bank customers may 
be hit as ATM operators 
have demanded higher 
"interchange rates" for 
ATM transactions to en-
able them to comply with 
recent stringent RBI guide-
lines, an industry body 
said here on Wednesday.

Presently, all banks 
charge a fee of Rs 15 for 
each cash and Rs 5 for 
all non-cash transactions 
from each other for use of 
their ATMs by other banks' 
customers -- which is re-
covered from the (user) 
customers -- beyond the 
five minimum free trans-
actions.

Now, the Confedera-
tion of ATM Industry (CAT-
Mi) has demanded that 

very serious allegations 
against Abeio Kire who 
was a DFO (district forest 
officer) then; yet the clan 

members chose to excuse 
you,” it stated. 

The press release from 
the Kire clan was ap-

pended by its President 
Dr. Kikrukuolie Kire and 
General Secretary Vilavo-
tuo Kire.

Angami youth tells NPF to prove slur; else apologise
On Wednesday, the Angami Youth 
Organisation (AYO) too issued a state-
ment expressing exasperation at the 
way the NPF had levelled “senseless 
allegations” against Lhubeilatuo Kire, 
principal secretary of the Rural De-
velopment. The organisation claimed 
he was a sincere officer in the state's 
bureaucracy. The organisation has 
demanded that the NPF party either 
provide appropriate evidence to prove 
its allegation, or to apologise to Kire 
publicly. 

A press release issued by the presi-
dent and general secretary of the AYO 
stated that the NPF’s allegations tan-
tamount to defamation; devoid of any 
substantial evidence or reasonable 
explanation except that a ‘personal 
vendetta’ was being levelled to make 
Kire a political scapegoat and a victim 
of any unexplainable reasons ‘best 
known to themselves only.’

While stating that any ruling gov-

ernment or opposition having grudges 
or criticism against each other were 
'natural,' the AYO was of the view that 
resorting to “the pathetic standard of 
NPF stooping as low to as such un-
natural measure is completely against 
all conventional norms both profes-
sionally and traditionally (sic).” 

The youth forum has declared that 
it is “compelled to caution” that far 
from political equations, the balance 
of the social strata of the society and 
respect of its values were equally im-
portant. Such an unwarranted assault 
on Kire, it stated, was unacceptable.

The AYO has demanded that the 
NPF furnish appropriate evidence to 
justify the allegations or apologise to 
Kire publicly.

“We trust that good sense shall 
prevail so as to avoid further conflicts 
and aggravation of the existing crisis 
entirely created by the NPF,” the re-
lease added. 

this should go up by at 
least Rs 3-5 per transaction 
to enable the (ATM) opera-
tors to recover their costs 
which have skyrocketed in 
recent times.

CATMi Director K. 
Srinivas said that recently 
the RBI has issued guide-
lines that will result in 
overall cost hike for the 
ATM service providers.

Among these, the RBI 
said banks must imple-
ment certain minimum 
standards in their arrange-
ments with the service 
providers for cash man-
agement-related activities 
by July.

These include a mini-
mum fleet size of 300 spe-
cifically fabricated cash 
vans (vehicles), a driver, 
two custodians and at least 
two gunmen for security, 
each vehicle must be GPS-
enabled and monitored 
live with geo-fencing map-
ping with additional in-
dication of the nearest 
police station during any 
emergency.

Besides, the RBI stipu-
lates that ATM operations 
should be performed only 
by certified personnel who 
have completed minimum 
hours of classroom learn-
ing and training among 
others.

"These can substan-
tially increase the costs 
of operations for all the 
19 CATMi members, and 
banks will have to pay for 
the costs of the increased 
compliance. Where there 
is a pay-per-use model, 
the issuer bank pays the 
increased per transac-
tion fee for its cardholders 
transacting on other banks 
ATMs," CATMi spokesper-
son V. Balasubramanian 
told IANS.

Another RBI circular 
that has created concerns 
pertains to banks consid-
ering using lockable cas-
settes in the ATMs which 
would be swapped at the 
time of cash replenish-
ment in order to reduce 
risks involved in existing 
method of open cash re-
plenishment or top-up.

"There are more than 
230,000 ATMs operational 
all over India, each with 
four cassettes to store the 
cash in denominations of 
Rs 2,000, Rs 500, Rs 100 
and Rs 50.

Nagaland Police take steps to regulate money-lendingNortheast can have 
fishery projects — Naidu

'Conflict with wildlife because of human intrusion' 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, April 18: A laudable step 
is being taken by the establish-
ment of the Director General of 
Police (DGP) led by DGP Rupin 
Sharma to regulate exorbitant 
rates of money lending interest 
charged by private money lenders.

Specifically, the Nagaland po-
lice has constituted a commit-
tee to look into aspects of better 
management of Nagaland Police 
Risk Insurance Scheme (NPRIS) 
and whether short-term loans of 
restricted / limited amounts can 
be given to policemen and staff 
from the NPRIS to ensure their 
general financial well-being.   

According to an order issued 
by DGP Sharma "during my dis-
cussions and interactions with 
police personnel across all units 
of Nagaland Police personally, it 
is learnt that our jawans and staffs 

have the habit of taking loans from 
private money lenders. These 
private money lenders charge in-
terest at exorbitant rates of up to 
25% per month from our jawans 
and staffs."     

'It is also learnt that some-
times the unit commanders and 
drawing and disbursing officers 
are facilitating in deducting the 
principle amount and interest 
money from the salaries of the 
jawans in cash before demitting 
the salaries to the bank accounts 
of the respective employee," the 
order reads. 

The degree of financial literacy 
in the past is not up to the mark 
and this has created not only 
financial problems but also fos-
tered other ills in the management 
of the force. Besides it is adversely 
impacting the family lives of the 
policemen and staffs, it stated. 

In a telephonic interaction 
with the Eastern Mirror, DGP 
Sharma said that the department 
has set up a mechanism though 
which the committee would sub-
mit reports in about ten days. 
He said that the department will 
ensure that guidelines will be in 
accordance with the Nagaland 
Money Lenders Act of 2005.

According to the order the 
members of the committee are: 
ADG (L&O) Renchamo P Kikon, 
IGP (HQ) Sandeep Tamgadge, 
IGP (Range) Wabang Jamir, IGP 
(NAP) Tokiumong Yim, DIG (HQ) 
Joseph Hesso; commandant of 
the 4th NAP Rothihu Tetseo; and 
commandant of the NAPTC L Ben 
Longkumer.

The committee shall submit 
its report latest by April 25 2018 
positively, the order dated April 
18, reads.        

Our Correspondent
Imphal, April 18 (EMN): 
Vice President M Venkai-
ah on Wednesday called 
upon the people of the 
Northeast states to take 
necessary steps to make 
agriculture viable and ad-
vised to go for pisciculture 
considering its potential 
in the region.

“Andhra fish are com-
ing to North East region. 
Pisciculture is one devel-
opment that can be taken 
place in North East states,” 
said Vice President Naidu. 
“You have plenty of water 
so you can go for piscicul-
ture.”

Naidu also suggested 

not identifying issues as 
issues are known to all. 
What is required is solu-
tion to the problems. Then 
the research community 
can start necessary steps 
for convergence of state 
and central schemes and 
programmes for  food 
grain productions, he felt.

The vice president who 
was here after visiting As-
sam and Meghalaya was 
addressing the valedictory 
function of day long state 
level workshop on “Bio-
diversity and Sustainable 
Agriculture for Doubling 
of Farmers’ Income” at the 
city convention centre in 
Imphal. 

New Delhi, April 18 (IANS): 
Humans running into tigers 
and leopards, that left at least 
156 people dead and injured in 
Dudhwa-Pilibhit area of Uttar 
Pradesh between 2000 and 2013 
were due to people venturing 
into the forests and not the other 
way round, says a report.

Dudhwa-Pilibhit area, which 
is spread over 5,000 sq km, has 
four key reserves -- Dudhwa 
National Park, Katerniaghat and 
Kishanpur wildlife sanctuary, 
and Pilibhit Tiger Reserve. The 
region tops in human-big cat 
conflict. 

While all forests patches of 
this landscape are surround-
ed by villages, Pilibhit has the 
highest rate of human fatalities 
caused by tigers.

At least six people had been 
confirmed killed by March 
2018 this year and 21 in 2017 
by at least five different tigers in 
Pilibhit. One tiger was declared 
man-eater, caught and sent to 
Lucknow Zoo in February 2017. 

The report "Living with the 
Wild: Mitigating Conflict be-
tween Humans and Big Cat Spe-
cies in Uttar Pradesh" gives and 
alternate view pointing out rea-
sons behind human deaths and 
rejecting "stories" that project 
big cats in bad light. 

"Interestingly, most attacks 
on humans by tigers occurred 
within forests or at their fringes, 
in particular in sugarcane fields 
where tigers are now often found 
to dwell," said the joint report 
by Uttar Pradesh Forest Depart-
ment and Wildlife Trust of India 
(WTI).

Most of the attacks had hap-
pened in the "day time", the 
report said, which suggested that 
the larger proportion of tiger at-

tacks on humans aged between 
seven and 70 years were acci-
dental encounters.

Of all human-wildlife con-
flict in the region, 90.1 percent 
involved leopards and tigers 
between 2006 and 2012. An ad-
ditional 474 cases of livestock 
deaths involving leopards and 
tigers due to low prey base. Other 
9.9 percent cases of conflict in-
volved sloth bear, elephants and 
crocodiles.

Observing ethology or ani-
mal behaviour, the report stated, 
"tigers also did not selectively 
attack a particular age group". 
However, 50 per cent of leop-
ard's targets were children and 
small cattle like sheep, goat 
while tigers went for bigger live-
stock like buffaloes, horses or 
cows. "In case of tigers, most of 
the people had ventured into the 
forests for timber or for sanita-

tion purposes. There had also 
been cases where tiger ventured 
into human settlement and 
killed, but they are very rare," 
Dr Mayukh Chatterjee, Head of 
WTI's Human-Wildlife Conflict 
Mitigation Division and the lead 
author of the report told IANS. 

About 87 percent of tiger at-
tacks were in forest and fringe 
or sugarcane fields while 13 
percent were near villages and 
houses.

According to Chatterjee, far 
lesser attacks by leopards (only 
7.94 percent) occurred inside 
forests or on their fringes. 

"Total 92.1 per cent of leop-
ard attacks were mainly con-
centrated within or near village 
boundaries, with 47.6 per cent of 
attacks occurring inside houses 
or near homesteads, 15.87 per 
cent occurring within village 
peripheries and 28.6 per cent 

taking place in agricultural fields 
," the report said. 

According to the report, be-
tween 2000 and 2013, at least 49 
people were killed and 24 were 
injured by tigers. However, leop-
ard killed 14 and injured 49.

Pan India, apart from Uttar 
Pradesh, 32 people were killed 
by tigers in 2015-16 and 13 in 
2016-17.  The report stated that 
between 2009 and 2013 three 
'conflict tigers' were sent to 
zoo, one was found dead and 
three others were captured 
and later released in the wild. 
In same period, two leopards 
were sent to zoo, five captured 
and released while five were 
found dead.

In Pilibhit, where conflicts 
are much higher than national 
average, large forest fringes are 
being converted for agriculture, 
encroachment being one of the 

major issue in the region. As per 
official records, at least 14.84 
lakh hectare of forest land was 
under encroachment as of Janu-
ary 2017, of which Uttar Pradesh 
accounted for 22,869 hectares. 
Dudhwa-Pilibhit landscape also 
has a good number of tigers 
living in the fields, now termed 
"sugarcane tigers", which is not 
part of pan-India tiger-estima-
tion happening this year.

With mounting pressure 
on habitat, tigers often venture 
outside the forest area. Recent 
example being a tigress captured 
earlier this month and released 
in the wild after moving around 
villages for three months in La-
khimpur Kheri district.

The report notes,"Tigers had 
moved prodigiously from the 
forests all the way to near state 
capital Lucknow in three sepa-
rate incidents, the longest per-
haps a distance of 400 km". 

India is home to 70 per cent 
of the world's free-ranging tigers, 
estimated at 2,226 in 2014, of 
which at least 640 dwell outside 
tiger reserves.  The report also 
found seasonal variation in at-
tacks by tigers. 

Tiger attacks were found to 
be higher in winter -- October to 
February due to to a high influx 
of people collecting fuelwood in 
forest areas.

The report calls for reducing 
the conflict and urges control 
of tigers dispersing out of their 
source habitats. 

The measures suggested 
includes, reduction of free graz-
ing inside territorial and buffer 
forest areas, capacity building in 
frontline forest staff and restora-
tion of critical corridors con-
necting various forest patches in 
this landscape.



Soil & Water chief tells dept. 
to eye identifiable projects

DPC, NMA condemn attack 
on Mukhim’s residence

‘Website committee’ 
for Kohima instated

Legal services meet for 
pre-camp arrangements

GOUN gets hands-on training on disaster management 

Asifa case: Kiphire join hands 
with rest of the country

Administration heads meet for proposed statewide social work
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V Kashiho Sangtam addressing the department meet on April 18.

Heads of offices meeting being held in DC’s conference hall in Mon on April 18.

Students with Civil Defence and Home Guard during the mock drill at the Global Open University in Dimapur.

Dimapur, April 18 (EMN): 
The department of Soil 
and Water Conservation 
has held a meeting with its 
minister V Kashiho Sang-
tam on Wednesday. 

A press release from 
the department informed 
that the meeting was con-
ducted to deliberate on the 
departmental activities and 
to review the progress of 
projects and schemes in all 
the districts implemented 
during 2017-18.

The district soil con-
servation officers of all the 
11 districts presented their 
completed and ongoing 
projects which were sub-
stantiated by the photo-
graphs. 

Various proposals were 
made by the officers for 
revival of State Land Use 

Physical, sports and health  
compulsory for classes 1-10
Schools of the department of School Education in the 
state have been informed that the ministry of Human 
Resources Development, has recommended physical 
education, sports, and health as compulsory subjects the 
classes 1-10. All the schools have been directed to allo-
cate ‘adequate periods’ to teachers. The department has 
a handbook for this purpose, and have already distributed 
it to all the physical education teachers, updates from 
DPRO have informed.

Churches colony informs 
The Churches Colony Welfare Board (CCWB) has in-
formed that the inaugural programme for the welcome 
gate would be conducted on April 19 at 10 am.  A press 
release from the CCWB on Tuesday informed that the 
programme would be conducted at the residential com-
pound of its colony chairperson, Kuholy Chishi. The col-
ony board has invited the members and business estab-
lishments in churches colony to attend the programme.

Speed test for district screening 
comm. postponed 
The deputy commissioner of Wokha Dr. Manazir Jeelani 
Samoon has informed that the speed test for typist 
grade-III, grade-II and grade-I for the district screening 
committees of Wokha has been postponed to May 3. 
The change was necessitated by the drill organised by the 
disaster management authorities on the same day, it was 
informed. Heads of departments and offices have been 
directed to inform all their employees. 

Adolescents to host  
‘friendship programme’
The Nagaland Adolescent Girls’ Club (NAGC) of the Naga-
land State Social Welfare Board (NSSWB) is organizing a 
‘girls’ friendship circle’ programme with the theme “We 
rise by lifting each other.” The event will be conducted 
on April 20 at 12:30 pm at the Mezhur Higher Secondary 
School in Kohima.

IAS, NCS and NSS officers’  
posting reshuffle
Dimapur, April 18 (EMN): The department of Per-
sonnel & Administrative Reforms in a notification 
informed that in the interest of public service the Gov-
ernment of Nagaland has ordered transfer and posting 
of the following IAS, NCS and NSS officers as under:-

1. Ramakrishnan, lAS, commissioner- secretary of 
Housing & Family Welfare is transferred and 
posted as home commissioner. 

2. Abhishek Singh, LAS, home commissioner of 
Personnel & Administrative Reforms & commis-
sioner-secretary to Chief Minister is relieved of 
the charge of Home Commissioner. He shall bold 
additional charge of Tourism department. 

3. Angau I Thou. LAS, commissioner-secretary of 
Tourism is transferred and posted as commis-
sioner- secretary of Sericulture. 

4. Kenilo Apon, NCS, secretary of Sericulture is 
transferred and posted as Secretary, Transport 
Department. 

5. Himato l.Zhimomi, commissioner-secretary of 
Economic & Statistics is transferred and posted 
as commissioner-secretary of Health & Family 
Welfare. 

6. Menoukhol John principal secretary of School 
Education & Industries & Commerce is relieved 
of the charge of Industries & Commerce 

7. Lithrongla G chishi, IAS, commissioner-secretary 
of IPR is transferred and posted as commission-
er-secretary of Industries &Commerce. 

8. Akato Serna, IAS, secretary of Agriculture is trans-
ferred and posted as secretary of IPR. 

9. Rovilatuo Mor, lAS, secretary of Home shall hold 
additional charge of NSDMA. 

10. Temsunaro Aier, NCS, Additional Secretary, Vet-
erinary & Animal Husbandry is transferred and 
posted as Additional Secretary, Agriculture.

11. M.Shayung Phom, NCS, joint secretary of Plan-
ning & Co-ordination is transferred and posted 
as joint secretary of Veterinary &Animal Hus-
bandry. 

12. Akumla Chuba, NCS, joint secretary of PHED is 
transferred and posted as joint secretary of Food 
& Civil Supplies. 

13. Linda Solo NCS, joint secretary of forest is trans-
ferred and posted as joint secretary, PHED. 

14. Kuko Mero, NCS, joint secretary of P&AR is trans-
ferred and posted as joint secretary to the Chief 
Minister’s Office. 

15. Akunu S Meyasc, NCS, joint secretary of Horticul-
ture is transferred and posted as joint secretary 
of P&AR. 

16. Zarenibung Ezung, NCS, joint secretary of Home 
is transferred and posted as joint secretary of 
Horticulture. 

17. Livitoli Sukhalu , NCS, under secretary of Fisher-
ies is transferred and posted as under secretary 
of Tourism. 

18. SW Augustine Odyou, NSS, under secretary of 
Tourism is transferred and posted as under sec-
retary of Fisheries. 

19. Rongsenmenl , NCS, under secretary of Home 
is transferred and posted as under secretary of 
Municipal Affairs. 

20. Sentiyanger Pongener, NSS, under secretary of 
Municipal Affairs is transferred and posted as 
under secretary of Home.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Flying colours
Board, implementation of 
new projects, strengthen-
ing of manpower, renova-
tion and construction of 

infrastructure, purchase 
of new machineries and 
others.

Expressing concern 

over financial paucity the 
department has been fac-
ing, the minister encour-
aged the department to 
propose identifiable and 
impressive projects which 
will benefit the public.

Sangtam also suggested 
that an appropriate mecha-
nism for transfer and post-
ing of the officers equitably 
in all districts be created. 

He remarked that the 
projects implemented 
should be sustainable for 
years even after the com-
pletion of its term and en-
courage the beneficiaries to 
own and maintain it. 

He assured that he will 
look into the problems 
faced and called for a well-
organised team work to 
take the department to 
greater heights.

Dimapur, April 18 (EMN): The Di-
mapur Press Club (DPC) has ex-
pressed shock at the blatant bomb 
attack on the residence of Patricia 
Mukhim, the editor of The Shil-
long Times on Tuesday evening in 
Umpling in Meghalaya. 

The club while condemning the 
attack in the strongest term was 
thankful that no one was injured in 
the attack. 

A press release from the club’s 
president said the Tuesday’s attack on 
the editor’s residence has once again 
bring to fore the security of journalists 
working in the Northeast, who are 
under constant threat from various 
elements.

“There is an alarming rise in the 
numbers of attack on journalists in 
the region, and it is imperative for 

respective NE state governments to 
take steps to ensure that the fourth 
pillar of democracy is not silenced in 
our part of the world through wanton 
attacks and threats by unscrupulous 
elements,” the press release stated.

The DPC has requested the Meg-
halaya Government and police to act 
promptly and bring the perpetrators 
to book at the earliest. It also demand-
ed the government to ensure safety 
of journalists working in the state of 
Meghalaya. 

The Dimapur Press Club extend-
ed their solidarity and support to the 
editor and the journalist community 
in Meghalaya.

Also, The Naga Mothers’ Associa-
tion (NMA) has condemned the at-
tacked of The Shillong Times editor, 
Patricia Mukhim’s residence on April 

17 at Umpling in Shillong. 
The NMA said such coward act 

of hurling bombs and threats meted 
out to peace activists and journalists 
needs to stop.

 ‘As a democratic society we urged 
upon all sections of society to stand 
against threats and intimidations 
and allow the Fourth Pillar function 
in a free and fair manner,’ the press 
release stated.

The NMA sought attention of the 
Government of Meghalaya to ensure 
security of women and to all citizens. 

The mothers’ association alos 
appealed upon all to cooperate with 
the law enforcing agencies in order to 
bring speedy justice. 

Further, the NMA conveyed sym-
pathy with Mukhim and wishes her 
speedy recovery from the trauma.

Dimapur, April 18 (EMN): The Kohima Dis-
trict Website Committee for formation and 
regular update of Kohima district website 
has been constituted to review the content 
of the website developed by National Infor-
matics Centre (NIC) on S3WaaS (Service, 
Scalable, Sugamya Website as a Service) 
platform with the following members with 
immediate effect.

Update from DPRO on Wednesday 
informed that deputy commissioner of Ko-
hima has been appointed as chairman and 
SDO (Sadar), DPRO Kohima, DPO (Plan-
ning), DSO (Statistics), tourist officer, PD 
(DRDA), DEO (Education) as members and 
district informatics officer, NIC as member 
secretary.

Dimapur, April 18 (EMN): In 
view of the upcoming legal serv-
ices authority camp, scheduled 
to be held on April 28, at Peren 
town, a coordination meeting 
was held on April 17 in the dep-
uty commissioner’s conference 
hall with heads of offices. 

The meeting was presided 
over by additional deputy com-
msionner Chubawati Chang, 
ADC Peren.

According to DPRO report, 
the meeting deliberated on 
pre-camp arrangements and 
management for each of the de-
partments to showcase their re-

spective departmental activities 
and facilities, schemes, benefits 
etc to the public. 

The Peren District Legal 
Services Authority (PDLSA) will 
be a facilitator department.

Members of Nagaland Sat-
te Legal Serrvices Authority 
(NSLSA) Akumla Longchar and 
NietuoKoza presented a brief 
introduction about the NSLSA 
and its objectives.

The chairman of the pro-
gramme requested all the head 
of offices to take their respective 
role for the success of the pro-
gramme.

Dimapur, April 18 (EMN): Group by 
the name Kiphire Today observed 
candlelight service in rememberance 
of Asifa on April 17at the deluxe point 
in Kiphire.

A press release from the group 
had informed about the event to the 
media. 

One of the speakers, A.J Sebastian 
while addressing the gathering, said 
that, ‘a country that had attained its 
freedom on Aug. 15, 1947 without 
shedding a drop of blood is plunged 
into darkness today. The hands of 
our leaders are soiled with innocent 
blood.’

 Expressing ‘deep pain and an-
guish’ at the ‘brutal rape and murder’ 
of Asifa, he added that, such gather-
ing as this, was to expressed ‘sorrow, 
shame, and a sense of guilt and help-
lessness. ‘

Sebastian said, ‘the rights en-
shrined in the Indian constitution 
have been thrown to the winds.’ He 
added that, citizens need to be pre-
pared for worse in the days to come. 
Stating which he said, ‘our lives lie at 
the mercy of the people who are the 
perpetuators of shame and crime.’ 

Youth director of Kiphire Town 
Baptist Lithro said, “It is scary to know 

we are not safe in our own surround-
ings for women and children irre-
spective of age, today crime against 
children and women is spiraling out 
of control.”

 Moderator of the day, P Achumse 
said that, the purpose of coming 
together was for the cause of ‘human-
ity.’ It calls for action when the sacred 
values of human dignity that were 
cherished are infringed upon.’ 

Another participant, Ningsepi 
Sangtam, said that ‘it is a trying and 
challenges time that calls for collec-
tive action, keeping asides religion, 
caste, creed and colour.’

Dimapur, April 18 (EMN): 
A team from the Dimapur’s 
Civil Defence and Home 
Guard conducted work-

shop on disaster manage-
ment on April 13 at the 
Global Open University 
Nagaland in Dimapur. 

The university’s depart-
ment of Hotel Manage-
ment and Fashion Tech-
nology organised the event 

Dimapur, April 18 (EMN): 
The additional deputy 
commissioner of Tseminyu 
Theodore Yanthan con-
vened a meeting with the 
Gaon Bura, public leaders, 
and departmental officers 
of Tseminyu at the DB’s 
customary court in Tsem-
inyu, in Kohima district, on 
April 18. 

A DPRO report received 
here on Wednesday in-
formed that the meeting 
discussed matters con-
cerning the proposed 
statewide mass social work 
that has been scheduled 
for April 21.

The meeting resolved 
to conduct the mass social 
event in the district and 
offices of Tseminyu town. It 
decided also to undertake 
the work on Friday April 20 
so that all the employees 
will be able to participate.

The ADC has instructed 
the town’s GBs to check 
attendance in their respec-
tive colony and ward dur-
ing the community event.

Also, Jakhama sub-di-
vision conducted an inter-
department meeting in 
the sub-division officer 

office (SDO) at Jakhama, 
in Kohima, on April 18. The 
meeting was conducted to 
apprise the departments 
and village councils about 
the social work to be car-
ried out on April 21, the 
updates informed.

The SDO of Jakhama, 

Alemyapang Longchar, 
was stated to have request-
ed the departments and 
village councils to par-
ticipate in the event and 
cooperate.

Heads of the offices in 
Mon district also held a 
meeting on April 18 in the 

deputy commissioner’s 
conference hall and dis-
cussed said mass social 
work to be conducted on 
April 21 from 6 am. The 
meeting resolved to take 
attendance of all the em-
ployees in their respective 
department to be submit-

as a part of their academic 
curriculum.

Updates from the in-
stitution on Wednesday 
informed that, mock drill 
was conducted in order 
to enable students to have 
hands-on experience.

Demonstrat ion on 
emergency method of 
rescue, bandaging and 
bleeding control, cardio 
pulmonary resuscitation, 
and foreign body airway 
obstruction were imparted 
to the participants. 

Do’s and don’ts during 
earthquakes, fire drills, and 
other disaster manage-
ment were also imparted 
to the students.

ted to the district admin-
istration.

In a separate notifica-
tion, the sub division of-
ficer (civil) of Mon, Reny 
Wilfred, informed all ward 
presidents / GBs and li-
aison officers to mobilize 
and inform their respective 
members of the ward to in-
itiate social work especial-
ly for clearing of blocked 
drainages and cleaning of 
drainages as part of mon-
soon preparedness. 

All ward presidents, 
committee members and 
GBs have been directed to 
convene a ward meeting 
immediately.

The meeting also dis-
cussed regarding the Dis-
trict Disaster Management 
Authority on mega mock 
exercise which has been 
scheduled to be held on 
April 26 at Mon town. 

Graduating students of The Academy for Theology and Missions along with Zeliang Baptist Church Council’s executive secretary, Izeiteilung 
Zelianghas during its its first graduation and commissioning service on April 12 at Thilixu Fellowship Church. The students were conferred G.Th.  
and B.Th. degrees by the Zelianghas and Rev. Dr. Hevukhu Achumi, founder director of the academy.
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LaQshya workshop underway in Kohima

Advisor of school education, Tokugha Sukhalu, inaugurating the new school building of Cornerstone Higher Secondary School, Zunheboto, 
on April 18.

Officials removing off-road vehicles and building materials that were parked along roads in Wokha town on April 18.

Resource persons and participants pose for a group photo at the ongoing two-day workshop on LaQshya in the office 
premises of the directorate of health and family welfare, Kohima, on April 18.

Mmhonlumo Kikon speaking at the meeting 
in the conference hall of the department of 
the Science and Technology establishment 
in Kohima on April 17.

Teachers for special 
children appeal for salary

BSNL employees plan march 
to governor’s residence

Phek takes a bow for hygiene 
with clean-village scheme

Petition filed against govt. on job reservation for PwDs Wokha admin. scrubs obstructions off roads

New school building inaugurated in Zunheboto

Legislator suggests researching 
traditional knowledge

State endeavours to achieve 0% mortality rate
STATE

Dimapur, April 18 (EMN): The 
department of Science and Tech-
nology hosted a meeting with its 
advisor, Mmhonlumo Kikon, in the 
department’s conference hall on 
April 17 in Kohima.

Addressing the officers and staff, 
Mmhonlumo Kikon said that the 
department of science and technol-
ogy plays a key role in formulating 
many of the policies in the state. 
While appreciating the work car-
ried by the bio-technology hub, he 
stated that the use of traditional 
knowledge could be harnessed 
with better research. In addition, he 
encouraged the department to pro-
pose projects that could challenge 
bigger private players in the market.

Also mentioning on the recently 

Dimapur, April 18 (EMN): 
A programme about the 
Gram Swachch Bharat 
Parv (Hindi for village 
sanitation programme) 
of the Gram Swarai Ab-
hiyaan (Hindi for village 
self-governance) cam-
paign was held for Phek 
district on April 18. 

The program was or-
ganised by the Phek Town 
Youth Society (PTYS). 
The event had the deputy 
commissioner of Phek, 
Shanavas C, as the chief 
guest, updates have in-
formed.

Speaking on the oc-

casion, the chief guest 
congratulated the so-
ciety for organising the 
programme which is an 
ongoing event all over the 
country. Also emphasis-
ing on personal and social 
hygiene, he called upon 
all to co-operate and fight 
against waste pollution. 

He added that clean-
liness is important for 
betterment of life and for 
healthy living. A DIPR re-
port stated that the chief 
guest also declared Phek 
district as an Open Def-
ecation Free on the oc-
casion.

Dimapur, April 18 (EMN): 
As a mark of protest de-
manding a roll-back of 
the formation of sub-
sidiary tower company, 
the joint action commit-
tee (JAC) of ‘association/ 
union of BSNL North 
East-II’ has announced 
a ‘march to governor’s 
residence’ programme 
on April 19 in all the circle 
headquarters.

The organisat ion 
contends that the for-
mation of the subsidiary 
tower company would 
ruin the BSNL. Organi-
sations from all the cir-

cle headquarters would 
submit a memorandum 
to their respective gover-
nor, it was informed.

In Nagaland all the 
unions and associations 
of the NE-II circle would 
participate in the march 
at 10:30 am from the area 
manager office main 
OCB Exchange BSNL at 
Kohima to the Raj Bha-
van and submit memo-
randum to the governor.

The JAC has urged 
the governor to take ac-
tion ‘to maintain peace-
ful and successful pro-
cession.’

Dimapur, April 18 (EMN): The Wok-
ha administration carried out a 
clearance drive to rid public areas of 
obstructions such as building ma-
terials, stone boulders, stone chips, 
sand, rods, and off road vehicles 
lying along National Highway-2 and 
other roads within the town. The 
obstructions have been hindering 
traffic movement besides blocking 
drains along the road, a DIPR report 

informed.
The district administration 

along with police and the Doubshi 
carried out the clearance drive on 
April 18 as part of compliance with 
an order issued by the deputy com-
missioner of Wokha, Dr. Manazir 
Jeelani Samoon. 

During the drive, the administra-
tion removed buildings materials 
and unauthorised parking of vehi-

cles which was obstructing the flow 
of traffic in and around the town.

A DIPR report stated that alto-
gether six vehicles were towed away 
and kept at DTO office, while the 
owners of materials stocked along 
the road were given 48 hours time 
for removal of the same.

It further directed citizens in con-
cern not to dump building materials 
and off-roads vehicles along roads.

Kohima, April 18 (EMN): A motion 
in a form of a writ petition (C) No. 
(K)/2018 has filed before the Gau-
hati High Court, Kohima Bench, 
against the state government’s fail-
ure to implement the job reserva-
tion for persons with disabilities in 
toto. The motion have been moved 
before Justice S Serto, Judge Gauhati 
High Court, on April 18. 

The notice has been issued to 
the state respondents and the mat-
ter is to be listed after four weeks, a 
Nagaland State Legal Services Au-
thority  (NSLSA) press release stated 
on Wednesday.  

In the Writ Petition filed in the 
Gauhati High Court, Kohima Bench, 
the petitioner elucidated that since 
the Act of 1995 for the persons with 
disability has been enacted, the 
state of Nagaland has acted in sub-
terfuge by not implementing the Act 
in the manner it should be, thereby 
depriving the marginalised of their 
share of reservation. 

While the Act of 1995 provides 
for minimum 3% reservation of jobs 
for the disabled in the state govern-
ment/public undertaking institu-
tions, the Act of 2016 provides for 
minimum reservation in jobs at 4%.

After the act of 1995 was en-
forced, the state respondents came 

out with the notification dated 19th 
August 2004 providing for 5% jobs 
reservation to the persons with dis-
ability and the same was revoked 
and replaced by the notification 
dated 16th January, 2008, provid-
ing for 3% reservation of jobs for 
the disabled. In both the first and 
subsequent notifications, the state 
notifications are said to be guided 
by the principles laid down by the 
Supreme Court of India and the 
union ministry of personnel, public 
grievances and pensions.

The letter No. 36035/16/91-
Estt. (SCT), Government of India, 
Ministry of Personnel, Public Griev-
ances &Pensions, DOPT, North 
Block, New Delhi dated 18th Feb-
ruary 1997, as well as the Office 
Memorandum of the Government 
of India, Ministry of Personnel, 
Public Grievances & Pensions, 
DOPT, dated New Delhi, the 29th 
December 2005 both provides for 
reservation in all the categories of 
posts for reservation of at least 3% 
for the persons with disability, i.e. 
with a specific mention of Group A 
and Group B as well as the Group 
C and Group D category of posts. 
However, despite the clear mention 
in the state notifications that the 
same is guided by the principles 

laid down by the apex court and 
the union government, the state 
respondents have not implemented 
the reservation in all posts that can 
employ the persons with disability.

Several representations dat-
ed 27.04.2017, 24.10.2017, and 
08.11.2017 have been submitted 
to the state respondents. However, 
the same went to deaf ears. Hence, 
having left with no other efficacious 
remedy, the petitioner asked NSLSA 
for approaching the court. The NSL-
SA appointed the legal aid counsel 
vide order dated 16.03.2018.

In tune with the office memo-
randum and the principles laid 
down by the Supreme Court, the 
Union Public Services have reser-
vation for persons with disability in 
the IAS, IFS, IRS, etc. However, by 
the notification of 2008, the annex-
ure point to show that there is no 
reservation for the persons with dis-
ability in the EAC, AEO, SA (partial) 
etc in the state of Nagaland. 

Hence, against the false claim 
of the state government as being 
guided by the principles laid down 
by the Supreme Court and the Of-
fice Memorandums of the Govern-
ment of India, the petitioner has 
sought immediate intervention of 
the court.

important upcoming events 
in the state namely Mission 
Indradhanush, which focuses 
on full immunisation, and Ay-
ushman Divas, which falls on 
April 30 for health insurance of 
family living below poverty line.

The director requested fur-

ther the medical practitioners 
to work hard for the successful 
implementation of these pro-
grammes.

Dr. Kevichusa Medikhrü, 
mission director of the National 
Health Mission, also expressed 
his concern at the ‘incidents of 

MMR and IMR in the labour 
room.’ As the programme fo-
cuses on strengthening labour 
room services, he requested 
the participants to take the 
workshop seriously as pertains 
to the life of mother and child. 
Further, the event can clear 

Dimapur, April 18 (EMN): The Inclusive Education Resource 
Person (special teachers) of the elementary school education 
programme the Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan  (SSA) has ap-
pealed to the government of Nagaland to release what they 
informed was pending salary. They informed to have had no 
salary for a year now and have sought their payment at par 
with that of regular employees of the state.

In a press release, a member of the inclusive education 
resource, Kedunol Kikhi, stated that due to their not being 
paid the teachers are undergoing tremendous hardship in 
meet the daily needs while performing their duties.

The concerned citizen mentioned that inclusive educa-
tion resource persons were appointed as part of sanctioned 
posts of the SSA for Nagaland. He stated that after the ap-
pointment, they were posted to various educational resource 
centres attached to different schools. 

Stating that they were performing their duties faithfully, 
he urged the state government to also give priority to inclu-
sive education resource persons ‘as the state was striving for 
inclusive education.’

The teachers have appealed to the competent authorities 
to release their monthly salaries regularly at par with other 
regular employees of the state. It claimed that the government 
was yet to release a year’s salary (2017-2018) to the teachers. 

The teachers have urged the state government to redress 
the grievances without further delay ‘to encourage the inclu-
sive education resource person under SSA to be more sincere 
and dutiful.’

KG-2470

their queries and doubts, they 
were told. 

The LaQshya aims to adopt 
a holistic and comprehensive 
approach at all levels of care to 
improve and strengthen Quality 
of Care (QoC) during intra par-
tum and immediate post par-
tum periods and especially the 
satisfaction of the beneficiary. 

In Nagaland, the imple-
mentation would be carried 
out in a phase-wise manner. 
It was informed that the 1st 
phase implementation would 
be launched in the District Hos-
pitals of Kiphire, Mon, Longleng 
and Tuensang to be followed by 
the remaining districts.

The resource persons of 
the two-day workshop are Dr. 
AmitYadav, senior technical 
officer at the minister of Health 
and Family Welfare; Dr. Amrita 
John, consultant at the minister 
of Health and Family Welfare; 
Narender Jangra, regional coor-
dinator (NE); Dr. Supongmeren 
of Mon district hospital.

Dimapur, April 18 (EMN): 
A  two-day workshop on 
‘LaQshya’—the national la-
bour room quality improve-
ment initiative and maternal 
and child death surveillance 
and response—got underway 
at the conference hall of the 
Directorate of H&FW, Kohima, 
on April 18. 

Addressing participants at 
the event, the director of Health 
and Family Welfare R Ram-
akrishnan, said that the state’s 
Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) 
and Maternal Mortality Rate 
(MMR) is ‘better compared to 
the national level’s data.’ He has 
appealed to the health service 
providers to strive towards 
achieving 0% IMR and MMR, 
updates from the DIPR stated. 

LaQshya focuses on the 
quality of labour rooms, Ram-
akrishnan said. For his reason, 
the officer urged the members 
to work toward improving the 
institution delivery in the state. 
He also highlighted on the two 

concluded Nagaland Innovative 
Expo at Kohima Science College, 
he recommended that such pro-

grammes should be conducted on 
a regular basis for the academia and 
the public so that they could find a 
platform to display their innovative 
ideas. He also suggested proposal 
for award in future under the Chief 
Minister Corpus Fund.

Being a member of Global Citi-
zen Climate Pledge, he emphasised 
on the importance of tackling cli-
mate change and suggested the 
Nagaland State Climate Change 
team to carry out discussions both 
at national level, international level 
and in forums such as Conference 
of Parties (COPs) conducted by 
UNFCC. 

Several issues concerning the 
department was discussed during 
the programme.

Dimapur, April 18 (EMN): 
Advisor of School Educa-
tion, Tokugha Sukhalu 
has inaugurated the new 
school building of Cor-
nerstone Higher Second-
ary School, Zunheboto, 
on April 18.

After  the  inaugu-
ration, Sukhalu, in his 
brief address, advised 
the students to have a 
vision and work towards 
a set objective to realise 
one’s dream. Asserting 

that there is no end to 
learning, he advised the 
students to continue ac-
quiring knowledge and 
go beyond “what we are 
today.”

While articulating that 
government cannot ac-
commodate job to all, he 
advised the students to 
pursue vocational and 
skill development course 
and be self-reliant.

M a i n t a i n i n g  t h a t 
teachers have a noble re-

sponsibility, Sukhalu en-
lightened the teachers to 
mould up the students so 
as to enable them become 
a responsible citizen. 

Keeping in view the 
urgent need to introduce 
science and commerce 
stream in the lone Zun-
heboto Government Col-
lege, Sukhalu assured to 
bring either science or 
commerce stream dur-
ing his tenure as advisor 
of school education. He 

further assured giving 
his best to deliver some 
changes to the satisfac-
tion of the younger gen-
eration.

Rev. S Yevito Sumi, 
senior pastor SBCZ, has 
administered act of dedi-
cation. The programme 
was chaired by Philip Ol-
iver Hansen, school vice 
principal, while Vinito 
Yeptho, prayer in-charge 
SBCZ, pronounced the 
benediction. 
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Imphal, April 18 (PTI): 
Vice President Venkaiah 
Naidu today asserted that 
all resources in the coun-
try should be utilized and 
focus should be on wide-
spread development that 
should reach every section 
of the people.

What is required is a 
positive mind-set and sci-
ence should be utilized for 
the betterment of the lives 
of the people, Naidu said.

“The 21st century is 
going to be India’s centu-
ry,” he said at a workshop 
here.

Naidu said people of 
Manipur should think on 
how to tap the resources 
available in the state.

The state has been en-
dowed with rich biodiver-
sity and nature has been 
kind, said Naidu saying 
the state fish ‘Pengba’ has 
medicinal values.

He also said the state 
is also fortunate to receive 
abundant rainfall but 
emphasis should also be 
given on conservation.

Naidu is on a three-day 
tour to the North Eastern 
states of Meghalaya, As-
sam and Manipur.

Governor Najma Hep-
tulla in her speech said, 
“The state has no big in-
dustries. It has limited 
growth of employment 
opportunities for the 
youths of the state.” 

Heptulla said Manipur 
is lagging behind other 
states in terms of avail-
ability of infrastructures 
for social and economic 
development today. 

Chief Minister N Bi-
ren Singh said though 90 
per cent of the total land 
area of Manipur is hills, 
the major chunk of the 
population is engaged in 
farming activities.

Guwahati, April 18 (IANS): 
Vice President M. Venkaiah 
Naidu said there is a need 
to create health schemes 
that provide widest cover-
age to the young, aged and 
infirm, and those suffering 
from both critical acute 
and chronic ailments.

Naidu was addressing 
a gathering after launch-
ing Atal Amrit Abhiyan by 
the Assam government 
here.

The unique health 
scheme seeks to provide 
access to quality medical 
care to 3.2 crore people.

The Vice President 
called on the private sec-
tor to supplement the ef-
forts of the government in 
a big way in reaching out 
medical care to the people 
in rural areas. 

He further said that 
quality of health services 
should be good enough 
to improve the health of 
those receiving services.

“People should be pro-
tected against financial-

risk, ensuring that the cost 
of using services does not 
put people at risk of finan-
cial harm,” he added.

Naidu said modern 
day lifestyle is leading to 
various non-communica-

ble diseases and said that 
efforts are needed to arrest 
the growing incidence of 
such disease which is af-
fecting even the young.

“There has to be con-
certed efforts from all 

stakeholders in healthcare 
to raise awareness among 
the people on the dangers 
of leading sedentary life-
styles, eating junk food, 
harmful use of alcohol 
and tobacco,” he added.

Naidu who was on a 
three day visit to northeast 
also stressed on the need 
to change school curricu-
lum include lessons on 
NCDs and physical ex-
ercises should be made 
mandatory for school and 
college students. “Wherev-
er possible, ‘yoga asanas’ 
should also be taught to 
children,” he added.

The Vice President said 
northeastern states, like 
the rest of India, are fac-
ing shortage of medical 
manpower and medical 
facilities in rural areas. 

“This shortage has 
to be bridged by open-
ing more medical col-
leges and setting up more 
number of healthcare 
facilities in the rural plac-
es,” he added.

Guwahati, April 18 (PTI): Yoga is the 
“most beautiful exercise” in the world, 
it has nothing to do with religion, Vice 
President M Venkaiah Naidu said 
today, urging people to refrain from 
raising “meaningless” controversies 
on the ancient exercise form.

Some people object to ‘Surya 
Namaskar’ despite the fact that 
‘Surya’ or sun is nature, Naidu said 
here at the launch of the Assam gov-
ernment’s new health scheme - ‘Atal 
Amrit Abhiyan’.

“If you have a problem with 
Surya Namaskar, you can try Chan-
dra Namaskar. Surya gives us light, it 

is not connected with any religion,” 
he explained.

More than 170 countries have 
taken up the exercise after Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi urged peo-
ple to make yoga a mass movement, 
the vice president claimed.

“Yoga brings unity in mind and 
body. That’s why the entire world is 
looking towards India. Keep that in 
mind...

Some people unnecessarily raise 
controversies, meaningless and ab-
surd ones,” he said 

Criticising modern lifestyle, he 
said physical training was earlier 

mandatory in schools.
“Unfortunately now morning to 

evening students mug up lessons. 
Their load should be reduced. I 
am happy that Prakash Javadekar 
(Union HRD minister) assured us of 
reducing the load. Also there should 
be physical (exercise) component 
(in school schedule),” he added.

The exercise is needed to stay fit, 
become active and dynamic, Naidu 
insisted.  “You are really exercising 
your body for your sake, not for the 
sake of God, or for the sake of Baba 
Ramdev or Narendra Bhai Modi,” he 
quipped.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, April 18 (EMN): 
After Senapati, Bishnu-
pur district in Manipur 
where a major portion 
of Northeast India’s larg-
est freshwater lake is lo-
cated has become the 
second Open Defecation 
Free(ODF) district in the 
state. Six more districts 
will be declared ODF by 
July 2018, according to of-
ficial sources. 

Though Senapati dis-
trict bordering Nagaland 
was declared first ODF 
district during an offi-
cial function at Senapati 
district headquarters on 
March 28 2018, no official 
function was organised 
to declare second ODF in 
case of Bishnupur district 
so far.

Speaking to reporters 
in Imphal on Wednesday, 
Superintendent Engineer 
(Urban Circle) Ksh Lal-
itbabu of Public health 
engineering department 
(PHED) who had been 
implementing Swachh 
Bharat Mission(SBM-
Gramin) in Manipur said 
that so far 3,65,576 indi-
vidual household latrine 
were constructed leading 
to declaration of 939 vil-
lages ODF out of 2556 vil-
lages till March 2018 and 
soon the state will achieve 

ODF status.
SBM-Gramin is a flag-

ship programme of the 
central government and 
under this 4,46,401 rural 
individual households, 
3919 government schools, 
1201 Angawadis of the 
state are to be provided 
sanitary latrine by Octo-
ber 2 2019.

“However the state 
government is targeting 
to achieve the same by 
December 2018,” the Su-
perintendent engineer 
added.

Meanwhile officers 
of the Bishnupur district 
administration when con-
tacted said that almost all 
the households (35,842) in 
the district were covered 
under the SBM-Gramin. 
There are 8246 below 
poverty line families and 
16,110 individual house-
holds under Moirang and 
Bishnupur sub-divisions 
in the district.   

On the other hand of-
ficial documents upload-
ed in the PHED website 
regarding SBM-Gramin 
on Manipur claimed 
that overall SBM cover-
age in the state was 52.16 
per cent in 2014, when 
the mission was first 
launched, the state in-
creased its coverage to 
80.50 per cent during the 

current year. But ODF has 
also become an issue in 
Manipur in view of the 
existing dysfunctional 
toilets numbering around 
40,482 in the state, the 
document said.

“Unti l  and unless 
these dysfunctional toilets 
are to be made functional, 
achieving ODF in the state 
will not be possible,” says 
the official document of 
the PHED. “For this sanc-
tioning of INR 48.57 crore 
under Swachh Bharat 
Kosh by Ministry of drink-
ing water and sanitation is 
still awaited.”

Otherwise the target 
of attaining Swachh Ma-
nipur by October 2 2019 is 
well within our reach and 
the department is trying 
relentlessly to achieve 
the status of ODF much 
earlier to set target, the 
source added. 

Other than Manipur, 
there are other states such 
as Goa, Bihar, Odisha, 
Jammu and Kashmir, Ut-
tar Pradesh, Puducherry 
figure low in the country’s 
ODF list.

According to SBM-
Gramin website, a total 
of 16 states, 371 districts 
and 349,689 villages of 
the country were de-
clared ODF as on April 18 
evening.

Dimapur, April 18 (EMN): The Jairampur 
Battalion under the aegis of Dao division 
apprehended five Eastern Naga National 
Govt. (ENNG) cadres during a military 
operation at Miao town in Changlang 
district on April 17. An update from the 
press information bureau of defence 
wing informed about the incident on 
Wednesday.

Among the apprehended were one, 
self-styled ‘major’ Thaimong Mossang 
who was stated to be an over-ground 
worker of ENNG and one Awang Hodung, 

who was stated to be a ‘notorious cadre.’ 
According to the report, the Jairampur 
Battalion acted on a specific intelligence 
input about the cadres trying to terrorize 
and carryout recruitment activities in 
Miao town. They then swiftly launched 
an operation and cordoned the suspected 
location. On being challenged the cadres 
tried to flee but the troops chased down 
the cadres and overpowered them.

Post spot interrogation all of them ad-
mitted allegiance to ENNG underground 
faction, the report added.

Dimapur, April 18 (EMN): 
The Indian Railway Cater-
ing and Tourism Corpora-
tion (IRCTC) have engaged 
13 service providers in 
eight stations to provide e-
catering facilities of meals 
of their choice during train 
journey.  An update from 
the Northeast Frontier 
Railway of Maligaon on 
Wednesday stated that the 
eight stations are: Kati-
har, Kishanganj, New Jal-
paiguri, New Bongaigaon, 
Guwahati, Lumding, Di-
mapur and New Tinsukia. 

According to the up-
date, passengers can avail 
the option of food of their 
choice delivered right into 
their berth on arrival of the 
train at station. The pay-
ment can be made only 
after receipt of the food.

IRCTC has launched 
the E-catering project with 
the objective to facilitate 
passengers to book meals 
of their choice few months 
back. The project has been 
extended time to time to 
cover more number of 
trains on Indian Railways. 

Ministry of Railways has 
also decided to widen the 
reach of this scheme to 
more stations based on 
response and feedback 
received from the passen-
gers and the need to en-
sure provision of catering 
services to travelling pas-
sengers. Presently there are 
409 stations that provide e-
catering services in India, 
the update read.

Apart from the above 
stations, vendor empanel-
ment for Kamakhya, New 
Cochbehar, New Alipurdu-
ar, Dibrugarh Town, Rang-
iya, Badarpur & Agartala 
stations are in process to 
provide this facility to more 
and more passengers.

IRCTC has established 
a call centre and E-catering 
website at www.ecatering.
irctc.co.in. E-catering is 
available in pre-paid basis 
online payment as well 
as cash on delivery basis. 
Vendor delivers the pre-
ordered meal to customer 
on stationary train at the 
opted station, the update 
added.

Guwahati, April 18 (PTI): 
Leader of the Opposition 
in the Assam Legislative 
Assembly, Debabrata 
Saikia today urged Chief 
Minister Sarbananda 
Sonowal to immediate-
ly promulgate an ordi-
nance with provisions for 
stringent punishment for 
crimes against women.

Immediate deterrent 
action is necessary fol-
lowing uncontrolled spree 
of rapes and murders of 
women across the state, 
he added.

“The Congress Leg-
islature Party had dur-
ing the just concluded 
Budget session had moved 
an adjournment motion 
to discuss crimes against 

women and the chief min-
ister had promised to en-
act a stringent law in the 
next session to combat 
crimes against women but 
this would lead to delay 
of several months,” Saikia 
said in a release.

The judiciary is already 
overburdened with vari-
ous cases and the chief 
minister should urgently 
establish at least six or sev-
en special fast track courts 
in the state to deal with 
crimes against women, 
the Congress leader said.

“These courts should 
be given wide-ranging 
territorial jurisdiction till 
such time as similar courts 
are set up in all districts of 
the state,” Saikia added.

Agartala, April 18 (PTI): Vet-
eran Tripura communist leader 
Biswajit Dutta today announced 
his resignation from all party 
posts in protest against an “?vil 
caucus” constantly conspiring 
against him for past couple of 
years.

The 68-year-old Dutta (68) is 
Khowai district committee secre-
tary of CPI(M).

At a press conference at his 
residence in Khowai district to-
day, Dutta said party leaders had 
lied outright on his supposed 
illness shortly before the Febru-
ary 18 assembly election due to 
which he could not contest the 
poll.

Dutta, who was announced 
CPM candidate at Khowai as-

sembly constituency, was re-
placed by a youth leader on the 
ground of his alleged critical 
illness.

Dutta said he was admitted at 
Gobind Ballabh Pant (GBP) Hos-
pital here on January 28 for some 
illness but Subhendu Bikash 
Dey, a state party leader from the 
district falsely claimed he was 
seriously ill and was admitted at 
Intensive Care Unit (ICU).

Dutta was later replaced by 
youth leader Nirmal Biswas, who 
won with a margin of over 2,700 
votes.

Biswajit Dutta, who has been 
in the communist party since 
1964, said there was very little 
space to talk in the party these 
days.

‘I have difference of opinion 
with the state committee. I want-
ed to talk on several issues. I ap-
proached former Chief Minister 
Manik Sarkar too but he deferred 
them for later as well. Where is 
the place to talk?,’ he asked.

When asked if he chose 
to resign due to CPI(M)?s fall 
from power, the veteran leader 
brushed off speculations and said 
he started politics at a time when 
left parties were not in power.

‘We also braved the Congress-
TUJS coalition regime from 1988 
which was far worse than the 
current BJP-IPFT government?s 
rule’, Dutta said.

BJP spokesperson Mrinal 
Kanti Deb congratulated him 
on leaving CPi(M) and said the 

communist party does not know 
to respect founder leaders.

‘Congratulations, Mr. Dutta. 
Finally you have come out from 
the party, who does not know 
how to give respect to founder 
members’, Deb said in a tweet 
this afternoon.

Later today, CPM state secre-
tary Bijan Dhar said he had heard 
about Biswajit Dutta?s resigna-
tion but declined to comment 
on the subject. ‘I shall try to get in 
touch with him. The state com-
mittee will also consider whether 
his resignation will be accepted 
or not’, he said.

The state secretary is cur-
rently at Hydebarad along with 
other leaders to attend the 22nd 
CPM Party Congress.

Agartala, April 18 (IANS): 
The 101-year-old “Pushpa-
vant Palace”, until Wednesday 
the Raj Bhavan (Governor’s 
house), will turn into a mu-
seum and research centre 
dedicated to Nobel laureate 
poet Rabindranath Tagore, 
officials said.

T h e  R a j  B h a v a n  o n 
Wednesday shifted to a newly 
constructed sprawling man-
sion at the new capital com-
plex on the outskirts of Agar-
tala.

Tripura Governor Tathaga-
ta Roy inaugurated the new 
Raj Bhavan in the presence of 
Chief Minister Biplab Kumar 
Deb, his council of ministers 
and a host of dignitaries.

“The previous Left Front 
government had decided to 
turn the 101-year-old ‘Push-
pavant Palace’ into a museum 
and research centre dedicated 
to legendary poet Rabind-
ranath Tagore. The incum-
bent Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) government decided to 
maintain that decision,” the 
Governor’s secretary Samarjit 
Bhowmik told IANS.

He said: “The small, but 
beautiful, ‘Pushpavant Pal-
ace’ was constructed in 1917 
by then Maharaja Birendra 
Kishore Manikya (1909-1923). 
The palace was made Raj Bha-
van after erstwhile princely 

state Tripura merged with 
the Indian union in October 
1949.”

“Tagore came to Tripura 
last on February 22, 1926, 
and stayed in the ‘Pushpa-
vant Palace’ for the first time. 
He wrote many poems and 
songs during his stay at the 
palace. The poet came to 
Tripura as many as seven 
times, 1926 being the last 
visit, during the reign of then 
King Maharaja Bir Bikram 
Kishore Manikya.”

Tripura’s 16 governors 
stayed in the “Pushpavant 
Palace’’, situated at Kunjaban 
with a total area of 1.76 hec-
tares (4.34 acre) of land.

Bhowmik said that the 
new Raj Bhavan, which is 
earthquake proof, has been 
constructed on nine acres of 
land in the new capital com-
plex at a cost of Rs 34 crore.

The civil secretariat -- the 
headquarters of the Tripura 
administration since 1838 
when the then king made 
Agartala his capital and even 
after the princely state’s acces-
sion to India -- had been shift-
ed to the newly constructed 
complex in the new capital 
complex in September 2009.

In July 2011, the Tripura 
Assembly also shifted to the 
new huge building from the 
Ujjayanta Palace, built by 

then king Maharaja Radha 
Kishore Manikya in 1901 in 
Agartala and which was the 
headquarters of the royal ad-
ministrations until the state 
merged with the Indian union 
on October 15, 1949 after the 
end of several hundred years 
of rule by 184 kings.

“With the shift of all the 
three important establish-
ments - civil secretariat, as-
sembly house and Raj Bhavan 
- to new locations, the new 
capital complex has virtually 
turned into the administrative 
hub of the northeastern state,” 
writer and former bureaucrat 
Subhash Das told IANS.

While addressing the in-
augural function Chief Min-
ister Biplab Kumar Deb said 
that as the Raj Bhavan and the 
Civil Secretariat were situated 
in close proximity it would 
help the state administration 
to undertake all round devel-
opment of the state.

“The new BJP government 
has undertaken an ambitious 
plan to make Tripura a model 
state in the country within 
three years. The council of 
Ministers are working hard in 
this direction,” Deb said. 

Governor Tathagata Roy 
said the Biplab Kumar Deb-
led government would def-
initely show a new face of 
Tripura to the country.

Shillong, April 18 (PTI): Meghalaya 
Chief Minister Conrad K Sangma 
today said documents on its claims 
over disputed areas along the 
boundary with Assam can pave 
the way for adjudication before the 
judiciary, if the situation warrants.

Replying to a resolution moved 
by Khun Hynniewtrep National 
Awakening Movement (KHNAM) 
MLA Adelbert Nongrum in the As-
sembly, Sangma said several docu-
ments and maps have been shared 
with the Assam government on the 

border dispute.
“These documents are of am-

ple evidentiary value and can 
eventually pave the way for adju-
dication before the Judiciary, if the 
situation so warrants,” he said.

Ever since Meghalaya got its 
statehood in 1972, the inter-state 
boundary between Assam and 
Meghalaya as defined by the North 
Eastern Area (Re-Organisation) 
Act, 1971 has been a bone of con-
tention between the two states and 
there are 12 areas of differences.

Tura (Meghalaya), April 18 
(PTI): A 60-year-old man was 
today arrested on the charge 
of raping his 7-year-old grand-
daughter in North Garo Hills 
district, police said.

The incident took place on 
April 10 when she had gone to 
her grandfather’s house to take 
her books.

He also allegedly threatened 
her not to disclose it to anyone.

A case was registered today 
after the victim revealed the 
incident to her family members, 
police said.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, April 18 (EMN):  Following 
a strike called by the students’ body 
Assam University Diphu Campus 
Students Union (AUDCSU) at As-
sam University Diphu Campus 
on April 17, the teachers commu-
nity of the Assam University Diphu 
Campus Teacher’s Association 
(AUDCTA) also organised a sit-in 
demonstration in front of the cam-
pus gate on April 18 Wednesday.

During the protests, AUDCTA 
placed a list of demands including 
immediate release of the amount 
released for Diphu campus and 
Silchar campus since the inception 
of AUDC (2007) in white paper, in-
clusion of the AUDC faculty in the 
seniority list of Assam University, 
Separate research cell and exami-

nation branch for Diphu Campus, 
No Objection Certificate (NOC) for 
applying passport should be issued 
by the AUDC authority, full-fledged 
canteen at AUDC and e-filling ad-
ministration in AUDC along-with 
14 more demands.

Talking to Eastern Mirror corre-
spondent, general secretary of the 
AUDCTA Prof. Dr Vuli Dhanaraju 
said that the vice chancellor Prof. 
Dilip Ch. Nath agreed to constitute 
a high level committee to incor-
porate Diphu campus for repre-
sentation into a constitutional 
position of the university.  The vice 
chancellor assured his visit in May 
to resolve the charter of demands 
submitted by AUDCTA. During 
the protest all classes were forced 
to remain closed. 

Vice President of India M. Venkaiah Naidu speaking during the launch-
ing ceremony of  Atal Amrit Abhiyan at Guwahati on April 18. 
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GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/91/2018-II           Dated Kohima, the 28th March, 2018OBJECTION NOTICE
Whereas Smti. NEIPANUO RIO W/O LT. RÜGUOLIE RIO, Driver, 
Transport Deptt, N/L Civil Sectt. Kohima N/L resident of Botsa Village, 
Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian 
Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/
her Late husband- Family Pension, G.P.F, GIS, Leave encashment & 
Gratuity. Bank A/C No.30049879853 SBI Main Branch, Kohima. LIC Policy 
No.3403360104 SBI Life Maha Anand. Who expired on 26.01.2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection 
if any within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland KG-2471

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/90/2018-I             Dated Kohima, the 13th April 2018OBJECTION NOTICE
Whereas Smti. VIZO-U wife of Late. VETSEILIE ANGAMI, NCE, 4th 
NAP Bn, Thizama resident of Thizama Village has applied for issue of 
Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to 
draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late husband- Family Pension, 
GPF, NPRIS, Leave encashment, Gratuity, NGEIS & State Bank of India, 
Lerie Branch Kohima A/C No.30212205926. Who expired on 24/02/2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if 
any within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: NagalandKG-2472

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/93/2018-III             Dated Kohima, the 4th April, 2018OBJECTION NOTICE

Whereas Smti. AKOZHO RICHA daughter of LATE. ATALIE, 
Pensioner resident of Midland Colony, Kohima has applied for issue of 
Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to 
draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late Mother- Pension PO No. 
NL/5813 of Treasury Kohima (South) & UCO Bank Kohima Branch A/C 
No.08990100000306. Who expired on 25-01-2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if 
any within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: NagalandKG-2473

AFFIDAVITRedg. No.2972/18 Dated: 18/04/2018

VERIFICATION

DEPONENT
Solemnly sworn before me 
Notary Public

I, Shri. Honito Sumi S/o. Ghotovi Sumi R/o. Shotomi Village, Zunheboto: 
Nagaland do hereby solemnly affirm and declare on oath as follows:
1. That I am a bonafide citizen of India and resident of the above mentioned 
address.
2. That my name has been differently entered/recorded in my various documents, 
in my Service record as Honito Sumi, Bank Pass Book bearing SBI A/c 
No.11736641629 and Service Identity Card as Honito G and in my PAN Card 
bearing PAN No.CMYPM3820J as G. Honito Muru.
3. That my name Honito Sumi being entered/recorded in my service record 
henceforth, I shall use the name Honito Sumi in all official purposes. 
4. That this affidavit is made for the purpose of declaring that the name Honito 
Sumi, Honito G and G. Honito Muru, refers to one and same person. 

I, hereby verify that the content made in paras 1 to 4 are true and correct to the 
best of my knowledge and beliefs and nothing materials is concealed therein. 

D-5280

ADVERTISEMENT

Sl. 
No.

Position No. of Post Eligibility Mode of 
Recruitment

Remuneration

1 Area 
Coordinators 
(AC)

75 Posts
-  6 each for Dimapur and Wokha Districts
-  8 for Kiphire District (3 Sangtam, 3 

Yimchunger, 2 Tikhir)
-  10 for Kohima District (5 Angami, 5Rengma)
-  11 each for Mokokchung, Mon and Phek(6 

Chakhesang, 5 Pochury) Districts
-  12 for Zunheboto District

* Posting will be at the Block level
* Indigenous tribe hailing from the mentioned 
Blocks/Districts will be given preference

MSW/BSW
OR
PG/Graduate 
in any 
discipline 
Preferably 
with 1 year  
experience 
in the field of 
social work
Age: 21-35

Shortlisting 
through 
Written 
Testfor  
personal 
interview

Rs. 20,000/- 
Month

2 Accountant 
Cum Data 
Entry 
Operator 
(DEO)

15Posts
-  Kuhuboto, Longmatra, Khonsa, Sechii-Zubza, 

Chunlikha, Mangkolemba, Longchem, 
Phomching, Tizit, Sekruzu, Weziho, Bhandari, 
Akukaito, Akuluto and Satakha Block.

* Indigenous tribe hailing from the mentioned 
Blocks/Districts will be given preference

BCA /B. Com 
OR
B.Sc/BA 
with Diploma 
in Computer 
Application
Age: 21-35

Shortlisting 
through 
Written/
PracticalTest 
for personal 
interview

Rs. 18,000/- 
Month

Note: 
1. Candidates fulfilling the criteria may submit their CVs with requisite documentsand 2 (two) passport photograph at 

Nagaland State Rural Livelihoods Mission, Head Office, MGNREGA & NRLM Building, Directorate of Rural Development 
on or before 2nd May 2018 between 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM. No application will be entertained after the last date of 
submission.

2. Candidates are required to apply only for one Post.
3. Candidates applying for Item No.1 (Area Coordinator) must specify the name of District they are applying for.
4. The contract will be for a period of 2 (two) years initially and may be extended based on performance. 
5. Admit Card will be issued at the time of submission of Application
6. Date, Time and Venue of the Test will be intimated in local dailies.

KG-2469

Sd/- ATHEL O. LOTHA
Addl. Secretary, RD & Mission Director, NSRLM

Nagaland: Kohima

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DEPARTMENT OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT

NAGALAND STATE RURAL LIVELIHOODS MISSION
NAGALAND: KOHIMANO.NSRLM/SMMU/ADVT/2012-13 Dated Kohima, the18th April 2018

ADVERTISEMENT

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
 DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

NAGALAND : Kohima

Applications are invited for recruitment of manpower for the Innovation Hub at Nagaland 
Science Centre Dimapur, Nagaland.

1. The above mentioned posts are purely temporary. The appointments will be initially 
for one year and may be extended subject to satisfactory performance.

2.  Application should be submitted to the undersigned on or before 4th May 2018.

(DELLIROSE M. SAKHRIE) IAS
Director

Name 
of post

No. of 
posts

Pay/
allowances

Eligibility 
Criteria Nature of work

Chief 
Mentor 01 Rs. 35,000/- 

(fixed)

-M Sc/BE
-Good 
aptitude for 
hands on 
activities and 
experimental 
skills

-Innovative/investigate project 
identification.
-Project guidance, mentoring the 
participant members of innovation Hub
-Guidance and coordination for patents 
and other IPR related activities
-Coordination with other institutions 
and Labs.

Junior 
Mentor 01 Rs.25,000/- 

(fixed)

-B. SC
-Good 
aptitude for 
hands on 
activities and 
experimental 
skills

-To assist the chief mentor
-Innovative/investigative project 
identification.
-Project guidance, mentoring the 
participant member of innovation Hub
-Guidance and coordination for patents 
and other IPR related activities
-Coordination with other institutions 
and Labs.

K-1640

NAGALAND PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
KOHIMA

NO.NPSC/ADVT-1/04(vol-1) Dated Kohima, the 18th April,2018.

ADDENDUM/CORRIGENDUM
With reference to the Nagaland Public Service Commission’s Advertisement 
NO.3/2017 dated 7/12/17,  Addendum/Corrigendum dated 12th March 2018,  
Corrigendum dated 21st March 2018 & Notification NO.NPSC/C-5/2012 dated 18th 
April 2018, the following backlog vacancies are hereby re-advertised.

Item No.34 : 2(two) posts of Medical Officer (Class-I Gazetted) under Health & Family  
  Welfare Department.1(one) post each reserved for BT( Khiamniungan  
  & Yimchunger)

The  relevant BT Candidates who have already submitted their application form 
may opt for addition of posts by writing an application in plain paper addressed to 
Secretary, Nagaland Public Service Commission, Kohima on or before the last date 
of form submission.

Application forms can be downloaded & submitted for Item No.34 only with 
effect from 19-04-2018 onwards.

The last date for submission of application form is 04-05-2018.
With reference to Corrigendum dated 21st March 2018, ‘Item No. 27 (d)’ should be 

read as ‘Item No.28(d)’.
Other terms and conditions of the advertisement remain the same.

(ASANGLA IMTI)
Deputy Secretary

Nagaland Public Service Commission
Kohima.

KG-2475

NAGALAND PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
KOHIMA

NO.NPSC/C-5/2012 Dated Kohima, the 18th April, 2018NOTIFICATION
In pursuance of the Nagaland Public Service Commission Advertisement No. 4/2016 dt. 

19.10.2016, Corrigendum/Notification No. NPSC/ADVT-1/04 dt. 26.10.2016, 21.11.2016 
& 23.02.2017 and Addendum dt. 28.06.2017, the Commission had conducted Written 
Examination and Viva-voce for CTE-2016.

On the basis of marks obtained in the Written Examination and Viva-voce and in pursuance 
of the Hon’ble High Court Judgment & Order in the W.P.(C) No. 215(K) of 2017 dt. 15.03.2018, 
the Commission is pleased to declare the supplementary results of successful candidates in 
order of merit for the following post(s) under the Government of Nagaland: 

Note:
1. In the absence of eligible BT candidates, the following posts could not be recommended for 

appointment. The same posts shall be re-advertised in due course of time as backlog vacancies.

2. Any selected candidate not intending to accept the post for which he/she is selected may 
submit a Non-Acceptance Letter within 1(one) week from the date of issue of this notification

Sd/- KELHOUSETO NAKHRO
Deputy Secretary,

Nagaland Public Service Commission
Kohima

Rank Name Roll 
No

Remarks

1st WETO LOMI 6775

2nd SANUZOLU KEZO 6684
3rd NEIKHRIELIE KHRO 6676

4th CHAI E BUCHEM 6665
5th PANGERTEMSU 6702
6th YINGNGAM 

WANGNAOLIM
6643

7th A P LEMWANG 
KONYAK

6738

8th RUOVINUO 
THEUNUO

6641

9th NUNGSANGTEMJEN 6607
10th VEPFUHU KEZO 6614
11th LAWRENCE LOTHA 6642
12th MEDO M KUOTSU 6774
13th METHNA KONYAK 6668 B.T. 

Konyak
14th RAMDEU 

LUNGALANG
6747 B.T. 

Zeliang

Item No. No. of Posts Remarks
1 2 1 (one) post each reserved for B.T. Khiamniungan & B.T. Yimchunger

Item No.  1   Medical Officer (Cl-I Gazetted) under Health & Family Welfare Department

KG-2474

No. NL/NHM/6/13/2018-19 Dated,  Kohima      the  th April 2018

SELECTION OF AUDITORS - REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

HIRING SERVICES OF CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT FIRM FOR STATUTORY 
AUDIT OF STATE HEALTH SOCIETY (SHS) & DISTRICT HEALTH SOCIETY 

(DHS) - (FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2017-18) under National Health 
Mission (NHM)

Govt. of India (GoI) in partnership with the States is implementing the National 
Health Mission which comprises of various programs, with the objective of 
improving medical facilities in the areas and seeks to provide accessible, 
affordable and quality health care to the population, especially the vulnerable 
sections. To facilitate implementation of NHM, State and District level entities 
(Health Societies) have been registered which work under the administrative 
control of the Department of Health & Family Welfare. The Nagaland State 
Health Society invites “Proposal for audit” from firms of Chartered Accountants 
empanelled with C& AG and eligible for major PSUs audit for the year 2017-18 

Detailed RFP: Detailed Request for Proposal (RFP) comprising Background, 
Terms of Reference (ToR) and Guidelines for submitting the proposal can be 
either downloaded from the state’s website www.nhm.gov.in or this can be 
collected from the O/o Mission Director Nagaland, SHS between 19th April ‘2018 
and 30th April 2018.
Important Dates:

i. Last date for collection of RFP from Office of SHS: 30-04-18
ii. Date for pre-bid conference: 01-05-18
iii. Last date for submission of Proposal to SHS: 07-05-18
iv. Date of opening of Tender: 07-05-18

Venue for Pre-bid Conference: Pre-bid Conference would be held at Mission 
Director, Office Chamber, Directorate of Health & Family Welfare, Nagaland: 
Kohima.

Address:
Mission Director, NHM
SHS, Nagaland, Directorate of Health & Family Welfare,
Kohima: Nagaland, below New Secretariat complex.
Email id: nrhmnagaland@gmail.com

Sd/-
(DR. KEVICHUSA MEDIKHRU)

Mission Director, NHM
State Health Society, Nagaland

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE

STATE HEALTH SOCIETY (NATIONAL HEALTH MISSION)
NAGALAND: KOHIMA

KG-2476

5BUSINESS
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Thursday, April 19, 2018

SBI India’s most trusted bank, ICICI tops in private sector — ReportIncome Tax Department warns 
against filing wrong ITRs

Reliance Jio tops 4G 
availability, Airtel scores 
best speed — Report

Gold glitters on Akshaya 
Tritiya; silver at INR 39,000/kg

New Delhi, April 18 (IANS): The 
Income Tax Department on 
Wednesday cautioned salaried 
taxpayers not to under-report 
their income or inflate deductions 
and exemptions while filing tax re-
turns, warning that wrong claims 
would be treated as cases of tax 
evasion.

In a single-page advisory is-
sued on Wednesday, the depart-
ment said such attempts aided 
and abetted by unscrupulous in-
termediaries have “been noted 
with concern”. Such offences are 
punishable under various penal 
and prosecution provisions of the 
Income Tax Act, it said.

“Taxpayers are, therefore, 

strictly advised not to fall prey to 
false promises or mis-advice by 
unscrupulous intermediaries and 
submit wrong claims in their In-
come Tax Returns (ITRs), which 
would be treated as cases of tax 
evasion. 

“In the cases of such wrong 
claims by government or Public 
Sector Undertaking employees, 
reference would be made to the 
concerned vigilance division for 
action under conduct rules,” the 
advisory said.

It added that the department 
may also prosecute the interme-
diaries and abettors and may refer 
such cases to other law enforce-
ment agencies for appropriate ac-

tion. 
The processing of ITRs by Cen-

tralized Processing Centre-Ben-
galuru is done in an automated 
rule-based manner with no hu-
man interface with the taxpayer.

“The Income Tax Department 
has an extensive risk analysis sys-
tem aimed at identifying persons 
who are non-compliant and aim 
to subvert the trust based system 
envisioned while processing of 
ITRs at CPC Bangalore. 

“In all such cases of high risk, 
the department may examine and 
verify the details submitted by tax-
payers in their ITR, subsequent to 
processing of returns in CPC,” the 
advisory said.

It further said: “The 
leader among the private 
banks is ICICI Bank, ris-
ing nine ranks in overall 
ranking.” In the over-
all ranking comparing 
brands from across sec-
tors, ICICI Bank ranked 

38th in 2018.
The report, however 

clarified, the survey was 
carried out during No-
vember-January and did 
not take into account 
the recent reports of ir-
regularities involving the 

ICICI Bank. It further 
observed that 51 brands 
from the BFSI sector got 
listed among the 1,000 
most trusted brands in 
the country this year, 
compared to 23 brands 
listed in 2017.

New Delhi, April 18 
(IANS): Reliance Jio 
pipped its rivals in 4G 
availability and the mo-
bile network operator was 
able to provide an LTE sig-
nal to testers more than 
95 per cent of the time in 
every single region in In-
dia, a new report said on 
Wednesday.

With a download 
speed of 6 Mbps, Airtel 
emerged as the clear lead-
er in OpenSignal’s speed 
metrics across 4G provid-
ers in the country. 

London-based Open-
Signal, which specialises 
in crowdsourced wireless 
coverage mapping all over 
the world, said that Jio 
won its national 4G avail-
ability award by at least 27 
percentage points.

“Our testers were able 
to find an LTE signal on 
Jio’s network 96.4 per cent 
of the time in our latest 
test period, up from 95.6 
per cent in our October 
report,” the report said.

“Jio remained the clos-
est contender in overall 
speed due to its high level 
of 4G access. It was able to 
deliver typical everyday 
download speeds of 5.1 
Mbps in our tests, com-
pared to Airtel’s 6 Mbps,” 
it added.

Vodafone had the fast-

est mobile data connec-
tion response times and it 
got both 3G and 4G laten-
cy awards with the lowest 
ping scores. 

Lower latency means 
web pages load faster and 
consumers experience 
less lag time when using 
real-time communication 
apps like video chat.  On 
the regional level, Voda-
fone and Idea made their 
mark in several circles. 

“Our results show 
Idea had the fastest 4G 
connections across Uttar 
Pradesh. Vodafone took 
our 4G speed awards in 
Gujarat and Tamil Nadu. 
Both were also tied for 
first place in speed in sev-
eral other regions,” the re-
port showed.

While India is making 
big strides in 4G availabil-
ity, the same thing can’t be 
said about 4G speed. 

“Even the best LTE 
speed score in India was 
well below the global 
4G download average of 
16.9 Mbps recorded in 
our ‘State of LTE’ report,” 
OpenSignal said.

In the “State of LTE” 
report, India moved into 
the 85th percentile in 
LTE availability where it 
joined high-performing 
4G countries like Sweden, 
Taiwan and Australia.

Mumbai, April 18 (PTI): 
Gold prices rose by an-
other Rs 135 to Rs 31,290 
per 10 grams, due to 
token buying by jewel-
lers on the occasion of 
Akshaya Tritiya, but a 
subdued trend overseas 
capped the gains.

Silver rescaled the Rs 
39,000-mark by jumping 
Rs 620 to Rs 39,565 per kg 
on increased offtake by 
industrial units.

Traders said, besides 
token purchases by con-
sumers on the auspi-
cious occasion of Akshaya 
Tritiya, depreciating ru-
pee against the US dol-
lar helped gold prices to 
trade higher.

Standard gold (99.5 
purity) gained by Rs 135 
to end at Rs 31,290 per 10 
grams as against yester-
day’s closing level of Rs 
31,155.

Pure gold (99.9 purity) 
also rallied by a similar 
margin to conclude at Rs 
31,440 per 10 grams as 
against Rs 31,305 previ-
ously.

Silver (.999 fineness) 
spurted by Rs 620 to finish 
at Rs 39,565 compared to 
Rs 38,945 yesterday.

Globally, Gold prices 
eased as the dollar and 
stocks advanced, point-
ing to higher demand for 
riskier assets driven by 
upbeat US economic data 
and a slew of strong cor-
porate earnings reports.

Spot gold was mar-
ginally firmer at USD 
1,346.42 per ounce at ear-
ly trade.

Meanwhile, spot sil-
ver climbed 0.2 per cent 
to USD 16.78 per ounce, 
after touching a one-week 
high of USD 16.83 earlier 
in the session.

New Delhi, April 18 
(IANS): At a time when 
the banking sector in the 
country is going through 
a topsy-turvy phase, the 
TRA Brand Trust Report 
2018 on Wednesday said 
the State Bank of India 
was the most trusted 
bank (both public and 
private sector) in the 
country and ICICI Bank 
topped the chart among 
the private ones.

“This year, State Bank 
of India tops the chart 
of BFSI (Banking and 
Financial Services Insti-
tutions) super-category 
despite seeing a dip in 
its overall brand trust in-
dex rankings from 13th in 
2017 to 21st this year,” the 
report said.
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A Welcome Change

A
lthough somewhat high -sounding, the slo-
gan of the Nationalist Democratic Progres-
sive Party (NDPP) and the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) alliance was ‘Change is coming’ 

during the elections. Post elections the NDPP led Peo-
ple’s Democratic Alliance (PDA) continues to use the 
same slogan. 

After a month since the formation of the govern-
ment, the cabinet decision of April 16 somewhat 
matched its slogan. The decision to remove the ‘chief 
guest’ culture as part of its ongoing efforts against VIP 
culture in the state was big news. The decision is in 
reality is huge for a place like Nagaland because the 
state has cultivated the chief guest culture for the last 
few decades. A similar decision was earlier introduced 
by the Ao Senso Telongjem Dimapur, a tribe organi-
sation, way back in 2016. A government announcing 
similar directives will surely bring change on a large 
scale; a welcome change and timely. 

The cabinet has directed all government officials 
and employees of the state government not to attend 
functions as chief guests and that they are also not 
allowed to donate money and announce monetary 
grants at public functions.  The cabinet also instructed 
the member of the present alliance not to receive gifts 
and presentations except flowers in public functions 
and events. The cabinet also stopped the presentation 
of wild life and wild life produce and preparation of 
wild life produce at events to preserve and protect the 
environment and wildlife.

As mentioned on many occasions in this same col-
umn the many rich traditions of the Nagas have been 
tweaked, misinterpreted and misused over the years. 
The many gennas (strict taboos and observances) at-
tached to different occasions in the Naga village life 
has been discarded over the years. Practices like the 
feast of merit that is given by the rich in the village, 
the honour received in taking heads during raids and 
wars, oratory skills, and mastery in oral traditions etc., 
were some essence of the Naga traditional ethos. All 
these activities had its own respective strict observ-
ances, guidelines and taboos attached with it along 
with celebrations and merry making with some. The 
merry making and gaieties continue today with many 
distortions driven by money that it is more akin to 
decadence not unlike the Western one.  Pride has in-
stead taken the place of honour at present resulting in 
excessive hero-worship in the Naga society.

The government has come up with a decision that 
is timely and is a watershed moment for the Naga so-
ciety provided it can be practiced and implemented as 
announced. The many public servants across the state 
should be the campaigners for this change to happen. 

Increasing Acreage of Wet Crops Helps Sarus 
Cranes Breed in Spite of Monsoon Failure

Samurai Loans: Why Indian Infrastructure Needs Them

God’s peace helps us not to hurry.

“Ruthlessly eliminate hurry.” When two friends re-
peated that adage by the wise Dallas Willard to me, 

I knew I needed to consider it. Where was I spinning 
my wheels, wasting time and energy? More important, 
where was I rushing ahead and not looking to God for 
guidance and help? In the weeks and months that fol-
lowed, I remembered those words and reoriented myself 
back to the Lord and His wisdom. I reminded myself to 
trust in Him, rather than leaning on my own ways.

After all, rushing around frantically seems to be the 
opposite of the “perfect peace” the prophet Isaiah speaks 
of. The Lord gives this gift to “those whose minds are 
steadfast,” because they trust in Him (v. 3). And He is 
worthy of being trusted today, tomorrow, and forever, 
for “the Lord, the Lord himself, is the Rock eternal” (v. 
4). Trusting God with our minds fixed on Him is the an-
tidote to a hurried life.

How about us? Do we sense that we’re hurried or 
even hasty? Maybe, in contrast, we often experience 
a sense of peace. Or perhaps we’re somewhere in be-
tween the two extremes.

Wherever we may be, I pray today that we’ll be able 
to put aside any hurry as we trust the Lord, who will 
never fail us and who gives us His peace.

Lord God, You give the peace that passes all 
understanding, which is a gift I don’t want to take for 

granted. Thank You.

Vishal Gulati  | IANS

Taponeel Mukherjee   | IANS

I
ncreasing the acreage of wet crops 
like rice -- and also increasing the 
watering structures in areas that 
already have wet crops -- appear to 

be helping the sarus crane’s unseasonal 
nesting and also their multiplication.

This fact came to light in a first-of-
its-kind study by Indian ornithologists, 
who monitored close to 1,000 breeding 
pairs in Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, Rajas-
than and Haryana over a decade.

Gujarat and Rajasthan are states in 
which wet crops have increased rela-
tively recently, to the extent that two rice 
crops are harvested in some districts. 
The sarus cranes in both the states ap-
pear to be trying to make the best of the 
situation by multiplying even if there is 
an erratic monsoon -- or it fails.

“Unseasonal nesting is only done 
by sarus pairs that were not successful 
in raising chicks in the main monsoon 
season,” Mysuru-based Nature Conser-
vation Foundation scientist K.S. Gopi 
Sundar told IANS in an interview.

“So it appears to be a strategy to 
try to raise a brood even outside of the 
normal nesting season in places where 
conditions become conducive,” said 
Sundar, also the Director of Programme 
SarusScape for the International Crane 
Foundation.

These findings of Sundar and his co-
ornithologists Yaseen Mohammed from 
Rajasthan and Kandarp Kathju from 
Gujarat have been published in the lat-
est edition of the Waterbirds journal.

The paper says changes in rainfall 
patterns are clearly very important for 
the sarus’ new breeding pattern -- sev-
eral unseasonal nests were found in 
years when rainfall extended beyond 
the “normal” October and in years when 
rainfall volume was much higher than 

the decadal mean.
However, unseasonal nesting was 

not observed in Nepal, also part of the 
study.

Uttar Pradesh, home to the largest 
global population of the breeding sa-
rus, is also the place in which the cranes 
have found a conducive environment 
for the longest time.

Gujarat is next in terms of numbers 
followed by Rajasthan, while Haryana 
has relatively few breeding sarus pairs.

The reason for this is a mix of cli-
matic conditions -- arid and semi-arid 
states have fewer sarus -- and changes 
in cropping patterns, Sundar explained.

Irrigated rice has been present in Ut-
tar Pradesh since the times of the Brit-
ish, while it is relatively new in many 
parts of other states.

This has partly been responsible for 
the current breeding populations of the 
sarus cranes.

Sundar said a vast majority of breed-
ing pairs still nest during the monsoon.

So when dry years increase, or in the 
years when the monsoon falls over a 
smaller period of time, the sarus crane 
is put at risk.

“This is particularly true since our 
study found unseasonal nesting to be a 
very, very small proportion of the total 
breeding effort, i.e., 0.3 per cent of 5,000 
breeding events,” he said.

The sarus crane is an unusual spe-
cies in having adjusted to areas with a 
lot of farming. This is at variance with 
the global situation where bird species 
generally decline in such areas.

The reasons for this are quite com-

plex, but the major assistance the sarus 
gets is from farmers, whose favourable 
attitude towards the species helps enor-
mously.

Even if they do not make specific in-
terventions such as improving habitats, 
just not hunting the bird can be a great 
advantage, Sundar said.

Still, threats exist for the tallest fly-
ing bird that largely depends on healthy 
wetlands, besides agricultural fields.

The biggest threat by far is the ex-
pansion of urban and semi-urban areas 
that are eating into wetlands, marshes, 
open lands, grasslands and even agri-
cultural lands, he said.

This permanently displaces breed-
ing pairs and directly threatens the long-
term viability of local populations.

The other threats include poisoning, 
mortality due to collision with electric-
ity wires and death of unfledged young 
birds due to predation by an increasing 
population of dogs.

During the study, the ornithologists 
also found the sarus crane in lowland 
Nepal, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra 
and Jharkhand; there were also small 
populations in Punjab and Himachal 
Pradesh.

Their conservation is tied directly to 
cropping practices, and not to species-
based planning.

“Fortunately, India is monsoonal -- 
which means that flooded rice fields will 
remain a part of the farmed landscape 
in many areas where the sarus abound,” 
Sundar added.

The sarus cranes are rarely seen in 
Pakistan, and a couple of pairs used to 
reside in southern China but have not 
been seen for a while. Populations also 
occur in Southeast Asia and Australia.

(Vishal Gulati can be contacted at 
vishal.g@ians.in )

Gold Coast Encouraging, Asian Games Will Be Tough 
Veturi Srivatsa  | IANS

F
or India, the 1990 Auckland 
Commonwealth Games is re-
membered more for weightlifter 
Subrata Paul testing positive for a 

banned drug than 32 medals the coun-
try won. The entire officialdom was there 
more to canvass for African support to 
host the Games in India.

It took 20 years for India to host the 
Games which will again be remembered 
for real or imaginary scandals involving 
the top officials of the Indian Olympic 
Association (IOA).

Over the years the drug record of the 
Indian athletes has been terrible, mostly 
the weightlifters causing the embarrass-
ment. Just when everyone was rejoicing 
the wonderful performances at Gold 
Coast, two athletes were sent home for 
violating the no needle policy of the 
Commonwealth Games Federation, 
though there was no doping involved.

Walker Irfan Kolothum Thodi and tri-
ple jumper A.V. Rakesh Babu had to leave 
the Games Village in disgrace. 

Leave the unsavoury part and see 
what the stats tell us. India’s medal haul 
at the just-concluded Gold Coast Games 
is their third highest behind the 2010 
New Delhi home Games and the one at 
Manchester in 2002.

India returned with 26 gold medals, 
more than the 20 silver and bronze each, 
adding up to a grand tally of 66, three 
less than the Manchester bag (33 gold, 
22 bronze and 17 silver), never mind 
they were far far behind in third position, 
Australia, topping with 198, and England 
ending up with 166.

Actually India have performed much 

better than they did at Manchester 
whereas the figures reveal only a part of 
the excellent showing of the athletes.

India won 30 gold at Manchester, but 
then weihgtlifting used to fetch three 
gold medals in each weight category -- 
snatch, cleand and jerk and total while 
shooting doesn’t have the pairs events. 
Delhi’s is a different case with athletes 
winning in a lot more disiciplines.

Everyone may have put their mon-
ey on a Saina Nehwal-Pusarla Venkata 
Sindhu badminton final, but not many 
may have thought that the team gold will 
come their way for the first time. Saina 
seems to be at her best playing Sindhu 
while the latter appears to choke. Still, 
the odds would have been even.

Sindhu not playing in the team event 
and her semifinal against an injured 
Canadian Michelle Li, who was going 
through the motions for most part of the 
match, was not the best of preparation 
for her. All the same, Sania played like a 
champion.

Saina told the NDTV Hyderabad bu-
reau chief that their Guru, Pullela Gop-
ichand, told both Sindhu and her that 
they should treat the match just as as any 
other game and after the final they are 
friends.

Few would have backed India to win 
the table tennis team gold, let alone the 
tall, lanky Manika Batra winning the 
singles individual gold, that too beating 
World No.4 Feng Tianwei from Singa-
pore.

Manika beat her opponent not once 
but twice, the first victory paving the way 
for India to win the team gold. In fact, she 
won a medal in every event she took part.

The newly-crowned World No.1 Ki-

dambi Srikanth coud have done a Man-
ika if he had beaten Lee Chong Wei in the 
singles final after his victory over the Ma-
laysian gave India a crucial point in win-
ning the team gold, though the mixed 
doubles win by Satwiksairaj Rankireddy 
and Ashwini Ponnappa was as impor-
tant. Srikanth was right on top to win in 
the team event in straight games, but Lee 
hit back after losing the first game in the 
singles gold medal match.

Another performance worth taking 
note from the badminton courts is the 
rise of Satwiksairaj and Chirag Shetty as a 
doubles pair to take the silver after a grip-
ping final. 

In table tennis, three gold medals, 
two silver and three bronze are a big bo-
nanza, while Dipika Pallikal Karthik won 
two silver medals in the doubles.

The gold rush was started by the 
weightlifters who had an impressive haul 
of five gold, two silver and two bronze, 
while the wrestlers did better with five 
gold, three silver and four bronze, with 
Sushil Kumar proving that he can make 

a comeback any day and still ewalk away 
with the gold easily. Olympic medallist 
Sakshi Malik and Babita Phogat had to 
settle for silver when they were expected 
to get gold.

The boxers did well to win three gold, 
three silver and three bronze medals. 
Mary Kom was the only Indian woman 
to win a medal, gold at that. Like Sushil 
Kumar, Mary has proved that she is still 
good to get a shot at another Olympic 
medal in Tokyo two years from now. 

The shooters expectedly lead India’s 
medal standings. Anish Bhanwala, 15, 
and Manu Bhaker, 16, are the two young-
est gold medal winners, while Tejaswini 
Sawant returned to the podium to take 
the gold after 12 years after winning it in 
Melbourne in 2006. Their kitty is seven 
gold, four silver and five bronze. 

Another yuoungster who created 
some sensation is Neeraj Chopra by be-
coming only the fourth Indian athlete 
to win the gold from track and field, his 
spat with the Athletics Federation (AFI) 
chief Adille Sumariwala over his training 
under a German coach Werner Daniels 
and not the AFI’s javelin head coach Uwe 
Hohn, both with top credentials. 

All in all, the spread of medals from 
disciplines is highly encouraging three 
months ahead of the Asian Games, 
though the competition in Jakarta will 
be a lot tougher in most of the disciplines 
in which the Indians did so well at Gold 
Coast.

In this euphoria no one seems to 
have bothered about the performance of 
the hockey team!

(Veturi Srivatsa is a senior journalist. 
The views expressed are personal. He 

can be reached at sveturi@gmail.com)

N
ews that Reliance Jio has raised 53.5 billion 
Japanese yen (approximately Rs 3,251 crore) 
in Samurai loans is proof that as the telecom 
sector in India evolves, not only is Reliance 

Jio pushing for changes on how businesses are run, 
but it is also innovating on the capital structure front. 
There are important takeaways for the infrastructure 
sector from this Samurai loan.

Tapping into Japanese investors provides infra-
structure businesses in India with an opportunity 
to access a large pool of capital that is looking for re-
turns in a low interest rate environment. While an 
Indo-Japan collaboration through Japanese technol-
ogy transfers is extremely beneficial, capital transfers 
through Samurai loan-type transactions is an area that 
deserves equal attention.

Reliance Jio’s Samurai loan allows it to borrow in 
a relatively low interest rate currency such as the yen 
and eventually swap the yen back into rupees to fund 
investments at home. Even factoring in for hedging 
costs, such transactions allow companies to borrow 
cheaper than a similar loan in India. Most importantly, 
it opens up a large pool of capital in Japanese institu-
tions and retail investors.

To get an idea of why Japanese investors, who have 
traditionally invested largely in Japanese government 
bonds and equities, might want to start looking at off-
shore markets such as India, one needs to understand 

the policy changes and macro-economic conditions 
in that country, especially over the last few years. “Abe-
nomics”, extensive monetary easing by the Bank of Ja-
pan and extremely low interest rates have all contrib-
uted to the changing macro-dynamics.

The size of assets with Japanese investors is signifi-
cant, with institutions such as Government Pension 
Investment Fund (GPIF) having a total of 162.6 trillion 
yen of assets under management in December 2017. 
This makes GPIF the single-largest pension fund man-
ager in the world. In addition, there is a structural shift 
underway in organisations such as the GPIF through 
a series of reforms initiated in 2014 -- a shift that has 
seen the investment focus move towards international 
equities, bonds and alternative assets.

It is important for India to attract a part of this reallo-
cated capital not just from GPIF but other large Japanese 
financial institutions. The Reliance Jio deal has shown 
that there is healthy appetite amongst Japanese inves-
tors for Indian businesses that have robust models. 

To further understand why Japanese investors 
would have an interest in Indian debt-like investments 
one needs to look at data at an individual level. Accord-
ing to the annual survey by the Central Council for Fi-
nancial Services Information, a body administered by 
the Bank of Japan, 54.1 percent of Japanese household 
financial assets are held in savings and bank deposits, 
with only 8.9 percent held in stocks.

When one considers Japan’s ageing population, 
one realises that the demand for fixed coupon paying 
assets such as bank deposits will only increase in the 

country. So, even if the average household does allocate 
more towards equities than they currently do, the de-
mand for fixed income assets will still remain high as 
the population ages further. A three-year term deposit 
earns anything between 1 and 10 basis points in Japan. 

This combination of an ageing population and 
high demand for fixed income assets in a low interest 
rate country shows us why there is demand for high 
quality interest paying investments in Japan. The fact 
that the total size of the financial assets held by Japa-
nese households stood at $16 trillion at the end of June 
2017, as per Bank of Japan data, gives us an idea of both 
the conundrum facing Japanese policymakers and the 
opportunity for Indian infrastructure businesses. To 
put $16 trillion in perspective: It is approximately sev-
en times India’s GDP.

While Japanese capital is available, it is also discern-
ing. Hence companies need to create robust business 
models, stable cash flow profiles and corporate gov-
ernance standards that will satisfy Japanese investors. 
Over the next two decades, as India looks to create 
world class infrastructure, structures such as Samurai 
loans will be needed. As the infrastructure sector grad-
ually recovers, capital structure innovation through 
channelling Japanese capital into attractive investment 
opportunities in the years to come will be a must. 

(Taponeel Mukherjee heads Development Tracks, 
an infrastructure advisory firm. Views expressed 

are personal. He can be contacted at taponeel.
mukherjee@development-tracks.com or @Taponeel 

on Twitter)

DAILY
PATH

Hurry Not
BIBLE READ:  ISAIAH 26:1–4
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

You will keep in perfect peace those whose minds 
are steadfast, because they trust in you.    

~  Isaiah 26:3
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Vikas Singh | thewire.in

Chris Herd | Medium

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Those who know 
the real you find your lack of confidence 
frustrating, Aries. Your talents are startling to 
mere mortals, yet you rarely take credit for all 

your abilities. Today you get an opportunity to partici-
pate in a project that could make or break your career. 
You may hesitate, weigh your capabilities in your mind, 
and come up short. Not only can you do this, you can 
do it better than anyone else!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You may be in 
a quiet, reflective mood today, Taurus. You 
could receive a communication from an old 
friend that sets you remembering the good 

old days of your youth. You can’t help but look at some 
of your pivotal decisions and wonder how your life 
would have been different had you made other choic-
es. It’s pointless to play that game. Don’t wonder about 
“what if.” Embrace what you have.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Today, Gemini, 
forget socializing, working, and answering 
the phone. Stay home and cuddle in a blan-
ket by the fire. Get out your old yearbooks or 

photo albums and have fun reflecting on good times 
from your past. Enjoy being quiet and still. Listen to the 
ticking of the clock and the wind outside. Measure time 
by the shadows moving across the room. Give yourself 
this day of meditation.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Don’t be sur-
prised if neighbors come to your door ask-
ing for a favor – and not just to borrow a cup 
of sugar! While your initial response will be 

to say yes (it’s your nature, after all), think twice. This 
“favor” could involve a major time commitment. Is this 
what you want to do? You can put your needs ahead of 
your friends’ and still be a good neighbor. Don’t worry, 
they’ll understand.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You’re likely 
to wake up today with a compulsion to 
clean or organize something, Leo. This 
may be rather unlike you. If we didn’t 

know better we’d say that you were feeling a pa-
rental urge, and your nesting instinct is kicking in. 
Indulge your domestic desires today. Tomorrow 
you’re probably going to be in quite a different 
frame of mind!

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Today should be a 
“no holds barred” day as you strategize your 
next career move, Virgo. If you were in the 
army, you’d be a five-star general by now - 

your tactical sense is that good. Unfortunately, your 
office isn’t handing out stars. You’ll have to be satisfied 
with a raise and promotion - the least they can offer af-
ter all your hard work. If no such offer is forthcoming, 
go and ask for it!

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Today might be 
largely devoted to household tasks, Libra. It 
isn’t exactly the most glamorous assignment, 
but you take a certain pleasure in attending 

to daily necessities. Pay some bills, throw in a few loads 
of laundry, do some yard work and cooking. Your part-
ner or family will appreciate your efforts. It’s even more 
fun if it isn’t expected of you. And who knows? Maybe 
they’ll reciprocate.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): This is going 
to be a rather busy day for you, Scorpio, and 
you’re likely to love every minute of it. You 
can expect to meet many people as you go 

about your day. There will be side trips and detours 
that you weren’t anticipating, but they’re all the more 
delightful because of their spontaneity, like the unex-
pected lunch with a friend. Such stolen moments en-
rich your life.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You’ve 
been working hard lately and deserve the 
professional acclaim that comes your way, 
Sagittarius. As a result of your efforts, it’s likely 

you’ve received or will soon receive a bonus, raise, or 
promotion of some kind. Celebrate, but just one night. 
If you let the party continue indefinitely, the bill could 
be too large even for you! Be frugal and work hard. 
That’s your real ticket to the good life.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): This is like-
ly to be a day geared to fulfilling the needs of 
family. Lesser persons would resent the ob-
ligation, but not you, Capricorn. You have a 

nurturing spirit. As long as you feel appreciated, you’re 
happy to go the extra mile (or two). You can expect to 
feel loved by those around you. You have a willing, giv-
ing nature, and it shows in your aura like a beacon for 
all to see.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Guilt can be a power-
ful motivator, Aquarius, but it isn’t a pure 
one. Today you could feel obligated to help a 
family member with something you’d prefer 
to take no part in. There are times, like this, 

when familial duty trumps personal desires. Do your 
best to be helpful and gracious even though it could 
be a trying time for you. You’ll feel good about yourself 
once it’s all done.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Today you could 
feel overwhelmed with obligations and com-
mitments to others. There isn’t a moment 
free for yourself, not even for a bathroom 

break! Clearly, something’s out of balance, Pisces. It’s 
time to take charge of your life. It’s wonderful that you 
have such a giving, generous spirit, but you do no one 
any favors if you burn out from exhaustion. Take some 
time to refill the well of your soul.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

H
istorically, politicians strive 
to understand the percep-
tion of voters and accord-
ingly prepare their com-

munication strategy. The Oxford 
Dictionary defines perception as, “the 
ability to see, hear, or become aware 
of something through the senses”. This 
awareness of a voter is influenced by 
her learning, experiences, and politi-
cal socialisation. Angus Campbell, in a 
co-authored book, The American Vot-
er, argued how informal sources, such 
as family, friends and peers, influence 
the political behaviour of a voter. How-
ever, this trend is fast changing. In an 
empirical study, this author found that 
formal sources, viz. television, internet 
and newspaper, have taken over in-
formal sources that earlier succeeded 
in changing voter perception. In re-
sponse to the changing source of polit-
ical information, the practices adopted 
by political parties to influence voters, 
too, are changing.

It is in this background that we 
should see the case of Cambridge 
Analytica, which allegedly breached 
the privacy of users and analysed per-
ceptual trends from social media site, 
Facebook. It is also alleged that they 
designed political communication 
strategies for their clients’ to influ-
ence the voters’ choice based on these 
trends. It might be noted here that 
such practices are voraciously used 
to influence the economic choice of 
consumers, more popularly termed as 

‘digital marketing’, but this is the first 
time where political choice has been 
allegedly influenced. The question is, 
whether influencing one’s economic 
choice through marketing is accept-
able and political choice is not.

The above argument brings us to a 
new trend of ‘Political Marketing in In-
dia’. This is a well-established academ-
ic subject in Western countries, but in 
India, it is practiced without much the-
oretical backing. Voters are treated as 
consumers, their needs are identified 
and researched and marketing cam-
paigns are designed on that basis. Also, 
political promises/manifestos/leaders 
are sold as a product in return for votes 
instead of money. In their book, Politi-
cal Marketing, Robert P. Ormrod et al. 
said, “Political marketing is a perspec-
tive from which to understand phe-
nomena in the political sphere, and an 
approach that seeks to facilitate politi-
cal exchanges of value through inter-
actions in the electoral, parliamentary 
and governmental markets to manage 
relationships with stakeholders.”

In the race to win the mindshare 
of voters, political marketing agencies 
focus on 360-degree communication 
for candidates. This can be broadly 
categorised in three verticals – first is 
‘content development’, which includes 
manifesto development, punch-lines 
and slogans, speeches and interviews 
to be delivered by leaders and audio-
visual bytes broadcasted through 
mainstream and social media. Sec-
ond is the ‘medium’ through which 
the content is disseminated, and this 
includes television, radio, newspaper, 

social media, loudspeakers, accesso-
ries like caps, badges and outdoor ad-
vertising, including banners, posters, 
pamphlets and hoardings. Efforts are 
directed towards repetition of catchy 
content through all possible medi-
ums of communication for it to stay 
as top-of-mind-recall of voters. The 
third, and very important, category is 
‘event’, which enables on-ground sym-
bolic activity to show strength through 
public meetings (rallies), resentment 
through protests, connectivity through 
road shows, inclusiveness through re-
ligious visits and dinner programmes. 
Ormord et al. have given the example 
of Mahatma Gandhi burning British 
cloth as one of the important symbolic 
events in history with far-reaching im-
pact in India.

In all these three categories, the 
leader remains at the centre of the 
political marketing. Ideologies are 
withering and elections are becom-
ing more and more idol-centric. The 
persona of a leader is taking over the 
policies of his/her party. Elections 
around the world are following in 
the footsteps of US presidential-type 
campaigns where the face of a party 
is the most important tool. Thus, the 
primary task of a political marketing 
agency is to carefully craft the image 
of a leader, who acts as the brand am-
bassador of party, policy, government 
and the people at large. Clever strate-
gies are designed to malign the com-
petitors by exposing their weakness 
and in response the opposition also 
carries out similar campaigns. On the 
face of it, this might seem like a hum-

ble exercise, but it is interesting to 
note that a whopping $5 billion (high-
est in the world) was spent by various 
political parties for political market-
ing in the 2014 general elections.

There are few private companies in 
India which provide support to politi-
cal parties, not explicitly in the name 
of marketing though, such as the In-
dian Political Action Committee, led by 
Prashant Kishore, Association of Bril-
liant Minds, working for the Bharatiya 
Janata Party, Dentsu, APCO and many 
others. The dubious source of funding 
is one of the many reasons why politi-
cians and companies in India avoid 
talking about this open secret. With the 
passage of time, this field will see the 
entry of more and more companies, 
given the quantum of money involved; 
and as the sector grows, the awareness 
of voters regarding the subject is also 
bound to grow.

Citizens would soon start to under-
stand the efforts adopted by various 
political parties and their leaders to 
influence voting behaviours through 
different marketing tools. Like in the 
case of the consumer market, market-
ing agencies will assist political parties 
to understand voter needs and design 
campaigns accordingly. Eventually, 
it may lead to developing a feedback 
loop which becomes a tool for partici-
pative democracy, where voters can 
communicate their priorities to politi-
cians and policymakers.

(Vikas Singh is a PhD scholar 
at Indian Institute of Plantation 

Management, Bangalore.)

O
ur ability to imagine the 
future is limited only by 
our imaginations. Eve-
rything we use or recog-

nise – from homes to cars, pack-
aged food to medical supplies – has 
emerged due to someone, or a col-
lection of people, daring to imagine 
a better alternative to what current-
ly exists.

That is the string which en-
twines humanity from the moment 
we took our first steps, to the second 
we set off in exploration of the stars. 
Our ability to not just imagine, but 
create products which significantly 
improve every aspect of our lives 
is unique to our species. Whether 
that is in the eradication of disease, 
defence against threats or travel we 
have relentlessly innovated on top 
of the currently available technol-
ogy of the day to achieve higher ef-
ficiency or better performing alter-
natives.

Human Knowledge  
Compounds Relentlessly
The evolution from horse to car was 
massive. The change from human 
labour to machinery even more 
significant. The thing is though, 
had you asked the owners of these 
things at the time how they could 
improve on what they currently 
have, they would have asked for a 
greater number of more efficient 
workers and a faster horse. Their 
will always be dissent or opposition 
to progress, but every revolution 
in history has led to the significant 
increase in the quality of life we ex-
perience.

Our ability to invent the future 

is constrained by our ability to im-
agine a new future, but also by our 
ability to link apparently unrelated 
tasks and discoveries. It’s in devel-
oping new competencies between 
disparate portions of knowledge. 
Knowledge is one thing, you can 
know that computers exist, but 
know how is the most crucial piece 
of the puzzle and that means un-
derstanding how things work. You 
can understand the consequences 
of the atomic bomb without pos-
sessing the ability to create it

Fantasizing about things is easy, 
building them is hard
But build them we must. To evolve 
and progress we must expand our 
capacity to create. We must encour-
age dreamers to chase their dreams 
and pick them up when they fail. 
Only by taking risk in pursuit of 
the most daring goals can we ever 
hope to make innovation a reality. 
Dreamers must become creators or 
be matched with people who can.

The main difference between 
apples and Apple is that the ap-
ples we eat existed before we had a 
word for them, while the Apple we 
use to check our emails existed first 
in someone head and then in the 
world.

Products do not just embody 
information but also 
imagination
Products are the crystallisation of 
imagination which endows our 
species with new capacities — they 
are quantum leaps forward which 
enable progress in terms of effi-
ciency and capability. Only through 
imagination can we improve the 
condition in which we live, only by 

creating can we realise them. That 
is the power of humanity — to make 
real the thoughts that expand our 
ability to subsist.

The problem with that is that ex-
perts are often blinded by their own 
knowledge. There’s a reason Kodak 
never invented the digital camera. 
We become complacent in what 
currently exists and that blinds us to 
the possibilities of what’s to come. 
The innovator’s dilemma challeng-
es us to never stop pursuing what 
comes next. When what is now fills 
our pockets with unimaginable 
riches, what is the incentive to re-
invent the future? There is a reason 
disruption of the Titans occurs. Suc-
cess breeds ignorance of the condi-
tions which enabled them to rise in 
the first place.

Innovation requires a multi-
tude of knowledge across numer-
ous disparate industries. Cross-
pollination of expertise is required 
for the extension and reimagining 
of what currently exists. The most 
efficient means to achieve this is by 
marrying expertise to general in-
telligence. Both spheres act to en-
rich the other’s capacity to invent 
and explore. Each dares the other 
to be bolder by enabling collabora-
tive growth.

Visionaries typically come from 
the most unexpected sources
To reinvent what is to come we 
must take a broad overview of what 
currently exists and force overlap 
between subjects which aren’t typi-
cally complimentary. Collaboration 
and sharing of expertise are nec-
essary to make the next quantum 
leap. At no point in human his-
tory have we possessed such a vast 

abundance of knowledge, what we 
require then is the sharing of ideas 
in order to expand of understand-
ing of what we know. We need to 
breed what exists to birth what is to 
come.

The problem we face is that we 
don’t know what we don’t know
We are ignorant and complacent 
due to the ease in which we have 
access to information. We imag-
ine we are more informed than we 
actually are which prevents us be-
ing as vulnerable as is required. To 
progress, we must embrace our lack 
of knowledge as an opportunity to 
exponentially increase the scope of 
what we are capable of.

Generalism will become a key 
driver of domain-specific growth. 

Groups of collaborators will share 
their expertise while others will in-
ject aspects of their knowledge al-
tering the trajectory of the expected 
outcome.

Diversity of not just though, 
but gender, age, morals, a more 
vivid spectrum of what society is 
constituent to, is needed to recog-
nise the vision of the future. Focus 
on subsets of humanity to provide 
all breakthroughs is baffling in its 
stupidity. Think of the insights we 
have missed, the opportunities we 
have rejected or how far further 
forward we could be had we pro-
vided the entirety of society the 
same opportunity to invent the 
future.

White males have invented the 
majority of what we use now — but 
imagine a world endowed by the 

most diverse range of thought. 
Think of the products have been 
missed, the opportunities that have 
been lost, and how far progress lags 
behind where we could have been.

Progress isn’t an inherited right 
of one class, it is the birthright of 
every human no matter where they 
are born, what gendered body they 
inhabit or what religion their par-
ents conform to.

Each of us is equal in the eyes of 
the future of humanity. Reverence 
will be bestowed dependent on the 
contribution we make to progress.
Whether you participate, or not, is 

up to you

All it requires is that you act 
on your dreams

Because nobody else will

How Political Marketing is Being Used to Influence Voter Perception

Why Imagination is Your Superpower and 
How You Can Use it to Change the World

With ideologies withering and elections becoming more and more idol-centric, political parties across 
the world are spending a fortune on strategising campaigns that see voters as consumers.
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Lawyers and students hold placards during a protest demanding justice for 8-year old Asifa who was 
raped and murdered in Kathua, in Srinagar on Wednesday.

PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with British Prime Minister Theresa May, at 10 Downing Street, in London 
on Wednesday.

PTI

India, Britain to boost anti-terror ties, work together in Indo-Pacific

Kashmir erupts over Kathua rape and murder case

Aadhaar data can’t be aggregated by 
the requesting entities, UIDAI tells SC

CPI-M for unity of secular, democratic forces to defeat BJP

London, April 18 (IANS): 
India and Britain on 
Wednesday condemned 
terrorism in all its forms 
and agreed to strength-
en cooperation to take 
“decisive and concerted 
actions” against globally-
proscribed terrorists and 
terror entities while nam-
ing Pakistan-based ter-
ror outfits following talks 
between Prime Ministers 
Narendra Modi of India 
and Theresa May of Britain.

In a significant move, 
the two sides also agreed 
to work together for an 
open, inclusive and pros-
perous Indo-Pacific re-
gion.

At the breakfast meet-
ing between Modi and 
May at her 10 Downing 
Street residence, the two 
leaders discussed their 
shared priorities in the 
Indo-Pacific and com-
mitted to working more 
closely together to ensure 
it remained free and open. 

“They reflected on the 
progress made on bilat-
eral defence and security 
cooperation since (May’s) 
visit to India in 2016 
and the agreement on a 
number of defence capa-
bility partnerships in key 
strategic areas, with closer 
military-to-military ties 
underpinned by a succes-
sion of high level visits and 
exchanges,” a Downing 
Street spokesperson said. 

“They agreed to con-
tinue working together 
closely to combat terror-
ism, radicalisation and 
online extremism.”

A joint statement is-
sued following the meet-
ing said the two leaders 

Srinagar, April 18 (PTI): 
The campaign for justice 
for the eight-year-old vic-
tim of Kathua rape and 
murder case is gaining 
momentum across Kash-
mir with students and 
people holding protest 
marches across the length 
and breadth of the val-
ley today, giving police a 
tough time.

Students of various ed-
ucational institutions took 
out a protest rally on Resi-
dency Road here, demand-
ing justice for the girl and 
stern punishment to those 
involved in the heinous 
crime that has sparked out-
rage across the nation.

A group of lawyers, 
civil society members and 
people from other walks 
of life also held a protest 
rally at Pratap Park here, 
demanding death penalty 
for the persons involved in 
the rape and murder of the 
minor girl in January this 
year. They also demanded 
setting up of a fast-track 
court for speedy delivery 
of justice in the case.

A massive rally was 
taken out by students in 
Uri town -- near the Line 

New Delhi, April 18 (IANS): The 
Unique Identification Authority 
of India (UIDAI) on Wednesday 
sought to dispel the apprehension 
that data generated in the course 
of identity authentication by the 
entities needing it could be ag-
gregated.

Appearing for UIDAI, senior 
counsel Rakesh Dwivedi told the 
five judge Supreme Court con-
stitution bench headed by Chief 
Justice Dipak Misra. hearing a 
spate of cases challenging Aad-
haar’s constitutional validity, that 
the UIDAI can’t do it and no single 
requesting entity, which are all 
under the state’s control, accessing 
UIDAI for the authentication will 
have all the data.

He was responding to a poser 
by the bench that fingerprints 
alone may not be a cause of con-
cern but when they get attached 
to birth, admission to primary 
school, further education, CBSE 
exams, admission to hospital and 
so on, they become the source of 
aggregation and hence the need 
for data protection.

Pointing that there is potential 
technology to aggregate the in-

formation of requesting entities, 
Justice Chadrachud said that the 
UIDAI has to examine what safe-
guards have been put in place to 
prevent the barter of information 
and the aggregation of informa-
tion is not allowed.

Justice Chandrachud had ex-
pressed the same concern for the 
protection of Aadhaar data as he 
had during April 12 hearing when 
he had described individual data 
as a “goldmine of commercial in-
formation”.

Telling the constitution bench 
that ration card or other such 
identities could not be a substitute 
for Aadhaar, which he described 
as “universal”, Dwivedi said that 
Aadhaar Act truly seeks to secure 
to the people and deprived per-
sons an opportunity to live their 
lives with dignity and exercise 
their liberty.

The Aadhaar Act does so “with-
out impacting the fundamental 
right to privacy of others” or aceat 
best minimally impacting it with 
adequate safeguards”, Dwivedi 
told the bench.

Dwivedi will continue to ad-
dress the court on Thursday.

Hyderabad, April 18 (IANS): 
The Communist Party of In-
dia-Marxist began its 22nd 
Congress here on Wednesday 
with a call to mobilise secular 
and democratic forces to de-
feat the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) in elections.

Addressing the inaugural 
session, CPI-M General Sec-
retary Sitaram Yechury said 
mobilizing secular and demo-
cratic forces was imperative to 
strengthen people’s struggle 
for the realization of an alter-
native policy direction for the 
country.

He exuded confidence 
that the party conclave will 
give will give a new direction 
to strengthen its independent 
activities, to intensify people’s 
struggles, to strengthen unity 
of Left forces and to boost the 
unity of the Left and demo-
cratic forces.

Setting the tone for the 
deliberations at the five-day 
meet, Yechury said that the 
BJP government at the Centre 
had imposed unprecedented 
miseries on the people and, 
at the same time, grievously 
threatened the unity and in-

tegrity of the social fabric.
He said Muslims and Dal-

its were being targeted for 
murderous assaults in the 
name of cow protection.

“In the name of moral 
policing our youth are being 
told what to wear, what to eat, 
whom to befriend. Those not 
following such instructions 
are assaulted. These private 
armies are seeking to control 
our social order, under the 
patronage of RSS/BJP.”

Yechury identified four 
challenges which he said need 
to be confronted with urgency 
and reversed.

He said the answer to 
these challenges was a policy 
alternative that can only be 
provided by the Left and dem-
ocratic forces.

He told the delegates gath-
ered from across the country 
that the assault of neo-liberal 
economic policies had as-
sumed unprecedented di-
mensions.

He claimed that the neo-
liberal offensive had sharp-
ened extreme inequalities. “In 
2017, 1% of the richest Indians 
cornered 73% of the wealth 

generated in our country.”
“The promise to our youth 

of creating two crore jobs 
every year has been reneged. 
On the contrary, even in the 
organised sector today, there 
is growing unemployment.”

He described demoneti-
zation and GST as the twin 
assaults which economically 
uprooted crores of our people 
dependent on cash economy 
and decimated the small scale 
industry which provides the 
largest employment oppor-
tunities outside of agriculture.

He alleged that in West 
Bengal the Left was a target of 
reactionary and communal 
combine. He said the RSS 
and BJP were targeting the 
Left cadres with murderous 
assaults both in Tripura and 
Kerala.

The inaugural session pre-
sided over by former Tripura 
Chief Minister Manik Sarkar 
was attended by Kerala Chief 
Minister Pinyari Vijayan, par-
ty leader Prakash Karat and 
leaders of Communist Party 
of India, Forward Block, Revo-
lutionary Socialist Party and 
SUCI-C.

FOREIGN AFFAIRS

NEWS IN BRIEF
Dumka fodder scam: CBI court 
hands jail terms to 37 convicts
New Delhi/Ranchi, April 18 (IANS): A Special CBI 
court in Ranchi on Wednessday handed jail terms 
ranging from three-and-a-half years to 14 years to 37 
persons convicted in the fodder scam related to the 
fraudulent withdrawals from the Dumka treasury in 
then undivided Bihar, an official said. The Central 
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) official said in Delhi that 
the court also ordered the convicts to pay fines totalling 
Rs 29 crore. These persons were convicted on Monday. 
Three suppliers were sentenced to seven years each in 
jail and Rs 1 crore fine each. Eighteen other accused 
were handed out jail terms to three-and-a-half years 
and Rs 50 lakh fine each. The case (number RC 45A/96) 
related to fraudulent withdrawal of Rs 34.91 crore from 
Dumka treasury during 1991-92 and 1995-96.

Amanmani Tripathi to remain 
out on bail in wife’s murder case
New Delhi, April 18 (IANS): Uttar Pradesh MLA 
Amanmani Tripathi, accused of killing his wife Sara 
Singh, will remain out on bail as the Supreme Court 
on Wednesday dismissed pleas by the CBI and victim’s 
mother against an Allahabad High Court order 
granting him relief. A bench headed by Justice A.K. Sikri 
rejected the plea filed by the probe agency and Seema 
Singh, the mother of Sara Singh, against the release of 
the 35-year-old sitting MLA from Nautanwa. Seema 
Singh had claimed that Tripathi has been threatening 
her after being released on bail. The Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) on February 18, 2017 had charge-
sheeted Tripathi for the murder of his wife.

18 dead as squall hits WB, govt. 
to provide compensation
Kolkata, April 18 (PTI): The nor’wester that hit the 
city and several districts of West Bengal yesterday 
left 18 people dead, and the state government would 
provide compensation to all those affected by it, 
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee said today. The chief 
minister said of the 18 dead, eight died in Kolkata, six 
in Howrah district and two in Bankura and one each in 
Hooghly and North 24 Parganas districts. According to 
the police, nearly 50 people were injured in incidents 
of wall collapse, uprooting of trees and electrocution. 
In Kolkata, 155 houses were fully damaged, followed 
by 52 in Hooghly district and 23 in Howrah. As many 
as 256 trees and 225 electric poles were uprooted in 
Kolkata Municipal Corporation area, she said.

1993 blasts death-row convict 
Tahir Merchant dead
Pune, April 18 (IANS): M. Tahir Merchant, alias Tahir 
Takla, one of the convicts in the March 1993 Mumbai 
serial blasts who was sentenced to death, died of a 
heart attack here on Wednesday, a police officer said. 
Merchant, who was lodged in the Yerawada Central 
Jail here, suffered a heart attack in the prison around 
3 a.m. and was rushed to the Sassoon Hospital. 
However, he failed to respond to the treatment and 
breathed his last around 3.45 a.m., said Additional 
DGP (Prisons) B.K. Upadhyay. On September 7, 
2017, he was awarded death penalty for conspiring, 
facilitating and knowingly commissioning acts 
of terror leading to the March 1993 serial bomb 
explosions which rocked Mumbai.

Four killed, 38 injured as truck 
overturns in MP
Shivpuri (MP), April 18 (PTI): Four people, including 
two girls, were killed today and 38 others injured 
when the truck they were travelling in overturned 
near here, police said. Ten of the injured were in 
critical condition, Pohari police station area inspector 
Rajendra Sharma said. The driver lost control over the 
truck after its brakes failed and the vehicle overturned 
at Piparghar Ghati, some 40km from the district 
headquarters, he said. The mishap left four dead and 
38 others injured, the inspector added. The truck 
occupants were all tribals and most of them were 
engaged in agriculture, Sharma said. 

Boy accidentally shoots self 
while playing with pistol
New Delhi, April 18 (PTI): A 12-year old boy died after 
he accidentally shot himself with a pistol of his friend’s 
father while he was playing at the latter’s home, the 
police said today. The incident was reported from 
southwest Delhi’s Cantonment on Friday night, they 
said. Police have lodged a case against the father of the 
victim’s friend but are yet to arrest him. The family of 
Ekansh has not alleged any foul play in the incident.

Fire breaks out in Shimla village, 
50 families rendered homeless
Shimla, April 18 (PTI): More than three dozen houses 
were completely destroyed in a fire which broke 
out past midnight in Khasani village in Rohroo sub 
division of Shimla district, about 130 km from here. 
As many as 50 families were rendered homeless in 
the blaze, officials said today. The fire spread fast and 
engulfed large number of heavily timbered old houses 
with traditional wood carving. Villagers ran out of 
their houses in panic as the blaze swept.  The villagers 
fought the flames and stopped the fire from spreading 
to a cluster of about 150 houses. However, about 35 to 
40 houses were reduced to ashes by the time the fire 
tenders from Rohroo and Kotkhai arrived at the spot .  
The cause of fire was yet to be ascertained.

Lalu’s elder son engaged
Patna, April 18 (IANS): Tej Pratap Yadav, the elder 
son of now jailed RJD chief Lalu Prasad and former 
Chief Minister Rabri Devi, on Wednesday got engaged 
to senior RJD leader Chandrika Rai’s daughter 
Aishwarya Rai here. Former Bihar Health Minister 
Pratap, who celebrated his 29th birthday two days 
ago, exchanged rings with 25-year-old Aishwarya Rai 
at a traditional function. Lalu Prasad is currently in jail 
in connection with three fodder scams. Aishwarya Rai 
is also the grand-daughter of former Chief Minister 
Daroga Prasad Rai. The ceremony was attended by 
close family members and relatives including Pratap’s 
sister and RJD Rajya Sabha MP Misa Bharti and his 
brother and the Leader of Opposition Tejashwi Yadav. 
For the wedding, which is likely to take place next 
month here, Lalu Prasad is expected to seek judicial 
permission to attend it.

of Control -- in Baramulla 
district in support of the 
victim, reports reaching 
here said.

Similar protests were 
held in the Tral area of 
Pulwama district where 
police used batons and 
tear smoke shells to dis-
perse the students.

Official sources said 
several students were hurt 

in the police action.
Students held protests 

in Anantnag, Baramulla, 
Awantipora and other 
parts of the valley as well. 
The protestors accused 
the police of using force 
at some places to quell 
protests, a charge denied 
by the police.

A police spokesman 
said some miscreants in-

dulged in stone-pelting 
to enforce a shutdown in 
Anantnag town.

He said personnel of 
municipal committee 
were pelted with stones 
during an anti-encroach-
ment drive in Pulwama. 
“However, police party 
reached the spot and sub-
sequently dispersed the 
miscreants. No loss was 

reported,” the spokesman 
added.

He said miscreants 
tried to block the main 
road at Awanitpora but 
due to the timely interven-
tion of police, the situa-
tion was handled and no 
street vandalism could 
take place.

“It is clarified that situ-
ation has been brought 
under control in all these 
locations,” the spokesman 
said.

The campaign for 
justice for the victim is 
gaining momentum every 
passing day with people 
adopting novel methods 
of protest.

Many passenger ve-
hicles, including autor-
ickshaws, have put up 
placards in front of the 
windscreens, demanding 
justice for the victim girl.

A large number of pri-
vate cars and motorcycles 
also have posters, making 
the same demand. Busi-
ness establishments have 
also put up similar plac-
ards on their premises.

In the virtual world, an 
online petition to Jammu 
and Kashmir Chief Minis-

ter Mehbooba Mufti was 
started last month to de-
mand justice for the victim.

“Big thank you to all! 
We are over 1.6 million. 
This is our silver lining. 
There are more people 
who are willing to side 
with justice than with hate. 
We, women from J&K, had 
started a petition to @Me-
hboobaMufti over one 
month ago seeking Justice 
for the vicitm of Kathua 
case,” JNU scholar Shehla 
Rashid said in a post on 
social networking site.

“It has gone on to be-
come the biggest ever In-
dian petition on change.
org, with over 15 lakh sig-
natures!!” she added.

The demand for jus-
tice can be seen on thou-
sands of Facebook pages, 
in whatsapp messages 
and statuses and in tweets 
as well.

The police spokesman 
further said they request 
citizens not to fall prey to 
any speculations and ru-
mours which are intended 
to disturb peace in the 
state. we seek their coop-
eration for maintaining 
law and order, he added.

reiterated their strong con-
demnation of terrorism in 
all its forms, including ter-
rorism and terror-related 
incidents in both India 
and Britain. 

“Both leaders also af-
firmed that terrorism can-
not be justified on any 
grounds whatsoever it 
may be and it should not 
be associated with any 
religion, creed, nationality 
and ethnicity,” the state-
ment said..

It said that both leaders 
agreed that terrorist and 
extremist organisations 
need to be denied space 
to radicalise, recruit and 
conduct attacks on in-
nocent people; for this all 
countries need to work to-
gether to disrupt terrorist 
networks, their financing 
and movement of terror-
ists including foreign ter-

rorists.
“The leaders agreed to 

strengthen cooperation 
to take decisive and con-
certed actions against glo-
bally-proscribed terrorists 
and terror entities to pro-
tect our citizens, including 
Lashkar-e-Tayibba, Jaish-
e-Mohammad, Hizb-ul-
Mujahideen, Haqqani 
Network, Al Qaeda, ISIS 
(Islamic State) and their 
affiliates as well as tack-
ling the online radicalisa-
tion and violent extrem-
ism which feeds this,” the 
statement said.

It also said that a se-
cure, free, open, inclusive 
and prosperous Indo-Pa-
cific was in the interests 
of India, Britain and the 
international community. 

“The UK and India will 
also work together to tack-
le threats such as piracy, 

protect freedom of naviga-
tion and open access, and 
improve maritime domain 
awareness in the region,” 
it stated.

This assumes sig-
nificance given China’s 
aggression in the South 
China Sea and attempts 
to increase its footprints 
in the Indo-Pacific region.

India, along with the 
US, Japan and Australia, 
recently revived a quad in 
the Indo-Pacific.

At their meeting, Modi 
and May discussed the 
nerve attack on an ex-Sovi-
et spy and his daughter in 
Britain and the chemical 
attack in Syria, “expressing 
concern and making clear 
their opposition to the use 
of chemical weapons by 
any party in any circum-
stances”. 

“In the wake of the ap-

palling nerve agent at-
tack in Salisbury, the UK 
and India have reiterated 
their shared interest in 
strengthening the disar-
mament and non-prolifer-
ation regimes against the 
spread and use of chemi-
cal weapons,” the joint 
statement said. 

In a bid to boost coop-
eration in technology, the 
two sides have agreed to a 
new UK-India Technology 
Partnership.

“A UK-India Technol-
ogy Partnership is central 
to our joint vision and to 
our prosperity, today and 
for our next generations,” 
the statement said. 

India has also wel-
comed Britain’s initiative 
of establishing a UK-India 
Tech Hub in India as part 
of the growing bilateral 
technology partnership, 
according to the state-
ment.

The Downing Street 
spokesperson also said 
that May updated Modi 
on the progress of Brit-
ain’s withdrawal from the 
European Union, “saying 
the implementation pe-
riod agreed in March gives 
Indian companies and 
investors the confidence 
that market access will 
continue on current terms 
until the end of 2020”.

“Prime Minister Modi 
said there would be no 
dilution in the importance 
of the UK to India post-
Brexit,” the spokesperson 
said. 

“He said the City of 
London was of great im-
portance to India for ac-
cessing the global markets 
and would remain so.”

According to the joint 
statement, both leaders 
agreed to forge a dynamic 
new India-UK Trade Part-
nership, to develop new 
trading arrangements as 
Britain assumes respon-
sibility for its independ-
ent trade policy, facilitate 
investment in both direc-
tions and intensify col-
laboration on shared or 
complementary strengths. 

On people-to-people 
ties, it said Britain wel-
comes the best and bright-
est from India to study 
and work, “especially in 
subjects and sectors that 
develop the skills and ca-
pabilities that will boost 
the prosperity of both our 
countries”. 

Both sides also agreed 
to work closely together 
and with other Common-
wealth member-states to 
revive this grouping of ex-
British colonies. 

“We are committed to 
reinvigorating the Com-
monwealth, especially 
ensuring its relevance 
to small and vulnerable 
states and to our youth, 
who make up 60 per cent 
of the Commonwealth’s 
population,” the joint 
statement said. 

Modi arrived here on 
Monday night from Swe-
den on the second leg of 
his three-nation tour of 
Europe which will also see 
him going to Germany.

He will attend this 
year’s Commonwealth 
Heads of Government 
Meeting (CHOGM) here 
on April 19-20, becom-
ing the first Indian Prime 
Minister to attend this bi-
annual event since 2009.



Houston, April 18 (PTI): Bar-
bara Bush, the admired former 
first lady and a literacy activist, 
passed away today at the age of 
92 at her home here.

Her husband George Herbert 
Walker Bush, the former US 
president and her son George 
Walker Bush, also a former presi-
dent, were by her side along with 
other family members when she 
breathed her last, according to a 
statement issued by the office of 
her husband.

“A former First Lady of the 
United States of America and 
relentless proponent of fam-
ily literacy, Barbara Pierce Bush 
passed away Tuesday, April 17, 
2018 at the age of 92,” said the 
statement.

The beloved Bush family ma-
triarch was remembered by her 
husband, children and grand-
children following her death.

Son and former President 
George W Bush released a state-
ment saying his “dear mother” 
had passed away and that the 
family would “miss her dearly”.

Former President Bush said 
that his mother “kept us on our 
toes and kept us laughing until 
the end”. Former Florida Gov-
ernor Jeb Bush in a statement 
said that he was “exceptionally 
privileged” to be her son.

George H W Bush was “bro-
ken-hearted” to lose his wife, his 
chief of staff Jean Becker said in 
a statement.

“He held her hand all day 
today and was at her side when 
[she] left this good earth,” Becker 
said.

George W Bush and Jeb Bush 
detailed how lucky they were to 
have Barbara as their mother in 
statements.

“Laura, Barbara, Jenna, and I 
are are sad, but our souls are set-
tled because we know hers was,” 
George W Bush said. 

Funeral arrangements would 
be announced as soon as is prac-
tical, the statement said.

She is survived by her hus-
band, five children including 
former President George W Bush 
and her brother Scott Pierce, as 
well as 17 grandchildren and 
seven great-grandchildren.

Over the past few years, she 
had been suffering from chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease 
and congestive heart failure. 
In her final days, she decided 

against seeking additional medi-
cal treatment.

Bush was last hospitalised 
for bronchitis in January of 2017 
alongside her husband, who was 
being treated in the ICU.

Dedicated to her family and 
largely indifferent to glamour, 
Bush played down her role in her 
husband’s political success.

But she was a shrewd and 
valuable ally, becoming a 
sought-after speaker in at least 
four national campaigns.

Joining the nation in cel-
ebrating the life of Barbara 
Bush, US President Donald 
Trump and First Lady Melania 

said Barbara Bush as a wife, 
mother, grandmother, military 
spouse, and former First Lady, 
was an advocate of the Ameri-
can family.

“Amongst  her  greatest 
achievements was recognising 
the importance of literacy as a 
fundamental family value that 
requires nurturing and protec-
tion. She will be long remem-
bered for her strong devotion 
to country and family, both of 
which she served unfailingly 
well,” Trump said.

In another statement issued 
by his campaign, Trump said 
the former First Lady will al-

ways be remembered for bring-
ing strength and dignity to the 
White House, the Presidency, 
and America.

Melania Trump also ex-
pressed condolences at Barbara 
Bush’s demise.

“She was  a  woman of 
strength and we will always re-
member her for her most impor-
tant roles of wife, mother, and 
First Lady of the US. My heartfelt 
condolences and prayers are 
with the Bush family as we hon-
our her legacy,” she said.

Barbara Bush, the New York 
native and longtime Texas resi-
dent served as America’s first 
lady beginning 1989 -- when 
her husband was elected as the 
President of the United States 
-- till 1993.

Later, her son George W Bush 
was also president of the US, 
serving from 2001 until 2009. 
Her son Jeb Bush was the 43rd 
governor of Florida, and also a 
2016 Republican presidential 
candidate.

Born in 1925, Bush spent 
her childhood in Rye, New York, 
before moving to South Caro-
lina to attend the prestigious 
Charleston boarding school 
Ashley Hall, according to the 
White House.

Known for her wit and forti-
tude, Bush spent her final years 
with her husband in their homes 
in Houston, Texas, and Kenneb-
unkport, Maine. 

She also wrote multiple chil-
dren’s books and published a 
memoir Barbara Bush: A Mem-
oir and Reflections: Life After 
the White House in 2003. In 1992 
she also authored Millie’s Book, 
written from the perspective of 
the first dog.

Seoul, April 18 (PTI/AFP): South Korea 
is seeking to open discussions about 
formally declaring an end to the war with 
the nuclear-armed North at a rare inter-
Korean summit next week, officials said 
today.

“We are looking at the possibility of 
replacing the armistice regime on the 
Korean peninsula with a peace regime,” 
a senior official at the presidential Blue 
House told reporters.

“But this is not something we can do 
by ourselves. It needs close discussions 
with relevant parties including North 
Korea.” The comments came after US 
President Donald Trump said that the 
summit between North Korean leader 
Kim Jong-un and the South’s President 
Moon Jae-in could, with his “blessing”, 
discuss a peace treaty to formally close 
the conflict.

The 1950-53 Korean War ended in 
an armistice rather than a peace treaty, 
leaving the two sides technically at war. 
The Demilitarised Zone between them 
bristles with minefields and fortifications.

But while the US-led United Nations 
command, China and North Korea are 
signatories to the decades-old armistice, 
South Korea is not.

Reaching any final treaty would be 
fraught with complications.

Both Pyongyang and Seoul claim 
sovereignty over the whole Korean pe-
ninsula, but a treaty could imply mutual 
recognition of each other.

The North would be likely to demand 
the withdrawal of US troops, while the 
South’s national security adviser Chung 
Eui-yong said today that Seoul and Wash-
ington wanted to see Pyongyang give up 
its nuclear ambitions.

In meetings with his newly-appointed 
US counterpart John Bolton, the two had 
discussed ways to “establish an ultimate 
peace regime”, but only if the North 
“makes the correct decision,” he said.

Pyongyang has in the past demanded 
a peace treaty with the US, describing 
them as the two direct parties in the 
conflict.

“South Korea is a direct party. Who can 
argue that?” the Blue House official said.

The two Koreas could first reach an 
agreement which would be followed by 
a meeting between Kim and Trump and 
a trilateral summit to seal the deal, he 
suggested.

But four-party talks could also be 
needed, he added, in a reference to China.

But he cautioned “I am not sure if we 
will use the expression ‘ending the war’” 
at the summit. “We want to reach an 
agreement on banning hostile activities 
between the South and North,” he added.

The two Koreas will hold what will 
be their third summit since the 1950-53 
Korean War next Friday, with a subse-
quent meeting planned between Kim 
and Trump -- which would be the first 
time a sitting US president had met the 
North’s leader. 

Baghdad, April 18 (PTI/
AFP): Iraqi courts have 
sentenced to death a total 
of more than 300 peo-
ple, including dozens of 
foreigners, for belonging 
to the Islamic State ter-
ror group (IS), judicial 
sources said today.

The suspects are being 
tried by two courts, one 
near the former jihadi 
stronghold of Mosul, in 
northern Iraq, and an-
other in Baghdad which 
is dealing notably with 
foreigners and women.

Since January in the 
capital, 97 foreign nation-
als have been condemned 
to death and 185 to life 
in prison, according to a 
judicial source.

Most of the women 
sentenced were from Tur-
key and republics of the 
former Soviet Union.

In January, an Iraqi 

court condemned a Ger-
man woman to death af-
ter finding her guilty of 
belonging to IS while on 
Tuesday, a French woman 
was sentenced to life in 
prison.

At the court In Tel Keif 
near Mosul, 212 people 
have been sentenced to 
death, 150 to life in pris-
on and 341 to other jails 
terms, Supreme Judicial 
Council spokesman Abdel 
Sattar Bayraqdar said in a 
statement.

“It has been proven 
that they carried out 
criminal actions at public 
hearings conducted in 
accordance with the law 
during which the con-
victs’ rights were guaran-
teed,” he said.

Iraq declared victory 
in December against IS 
-- also known as ISIS -- 
which at one point con-

trolled a third of the coun-
try.

On Monday, the jus-
tice ministry said 11 
people convicted of ter-
rorism-related charges 
had been executed in 
Iraq, which according to 
New York-based Human 
Rights Watch is the world’s 
number four executioner.

“These executions fol-
low rushed trials of ISIS 
suspects which are rid-
dled with due process 
violations, including con-
victions based solely on 
confessions which are 
sometimes extracted by 
torture,” said HRW sen-
ior Iraq researcher Belkis 
Wille. 

“Iraq’s mishandling 
of the ISIS trials not only 
denies victims real jus-
tice, but also risks sending 
innocent Iraqis to their 
deaths.”

Washington, April 18 (IANS): A 
majority of Americans supported 
the April 13 retaliatory strikes on 
Syria carried out by the US in coor-
dination with the UK and France, a 
new poll revealed on Wednesday.

The Politico/Morning Consult 
poll showed that while 58 per cent 
of the voters supported the strikes, 
only 23 per cent opposed them. 

Another 19 per cent of the vot-

ers surveyed in the three days after 
the strikes had no opinion.

Republican voters were most 
supportive of the military action: 
77 per cent of the Republicans 
supported it compared to 49 per 
cent of the Democrats. Half of 
independents backed the strikes, 
versus 26 per cent who opposed.

Despite support for the air-
strikes, only 8 per cent of the voters 

said they were “very confident” 
that the US and its allies would 
prevent Syrian President Bashar 
al-Assad’s government from using 
chemical or biological weapons 
again. 

“Democrats and Republicans 
have drastically different views on 
whether ongoing scandals played a 
role in President Trump’s decision 
to conduct airstrikes in Syria,” said 

Kyle Dropp, co-founder of Morn-
ing Consult, a media company. 

“Notably, 65 per cent of Demo-
crats say the President’s recent 
controversies were a major or 
minor factor in his decision to 
conduct airstrikes, compared with 
only 28 per cent of Republicans.”

The Politico/Morning Consult 
poll surveyed 1,995 registered vot-
ers from April 14 to Monday.

Ankara, April 18 (PTI/
AFP): President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan today 
called snap elections in 
Turkey for June 24, bring-
ing the polls forward by 
over a year-and-a-half af-
ter a call from his main 
nationalist ally.

Both presidential and 
parliamentary elections 
will be held on the same 
day. They had originally 
been scheduled for No-
vember 3, 2019.

Erdogan made the an-
nouncement in an address 
at his presidential palace 
after meeting Nationalist 
Movement Party (MHP) 
chief Devlet Bahceli who 
the day earlier had urged 
early elections.

“As result of consulta-
tions with Mr Bahceli, we 
decided to hold elections 
on June 24, 2018, a Sun-
day,” said Erdogan.

Bahceli stunned Turk-
ish political observers on 
Tuesday when he urged 
the government not to 
wait for November 2019 to 
hold the presidential and 
parliamentary elections.

Bahceli told MHP law-
makers that the elections 
should in fact be held on 
August 26, 2018.

B u t  t h e  d a t e  a n -
nounced by Erdogan is 
even earlier and will pre-
cipitate an intense and 
hurried election campaign 
as opposition parties seek 
to challenge the Turkish 
strongman.

The MHP chief’s inter-
vention surprised com-
mentators since the gov-
ernment led by Erdogan 
has repeatedly insisted 
there will be no early elec-
tions.

Bahceli met Erdogan 
earlier at the presiden-
tial palace to discuss the 
proposal in an eagerly-
awaited meeting that last-
ed only half an hour, the 
presidency said.

In a highly unusual 
move, Erdogan then made 
his statement in person 
at the palace, standing in 
front of a row of Turkish 
flags.

The elections are sig-
nificant as a new execu-
tive presidency -- agreed 
in a 2017 referendum 
and denounced by the 
opposition as giving the 
head of state authoritar-
ian powers -- will come 
into force.

The polls will also give 
Erdogan a chance to ex-

tend his stay in power with 
a new-five year mandate, 
after already serving 15 
years in power as premier 
and then president.

Erdogan has estab-
lished a formal alliance 
with the MHP to fight the 
elections, making it hard 
for his party to dismiss 
Bahceli’s call out of hand.

MHP leader since 
1997, Bahceli is seen as 
a kingmaker in Turkish 
politics and has played a 
role in some key moments 
of its modern history.

He prompted the 2002 
snap polls that brought 
Erdogan’s Justice and De-
velopment Party (AKP) to 
power. The AKP has ruled 
Turkey ever since.

Bahceli, who has led 
the MHP since 1997, used 
to be an outspoken critic 
of Erdogan but has closely 
aligned with the president 
since the July 2016 failed 
coup aimed at ousting him 
from power.

Analysts had said that 
the state of the Turkish 
economy could have 
tempted the government 
to consider the early elec-
tion call and hold polls 
before there is any serious 
deterioration.

New York, April 18 (IANS/WAM): The UAE 
has urged the international community to 
intensify efforts to combat impunity for 
sexual violence during conflict and reaf-
firmed its commitment to the UN’s ongo-
ing efforts in addressing these crimes.

Lana Zaki Nusseibeh, the United Arab 
Emirates’ Permanent Representative, 
spoke at the Security Council’s Open De-
bate on Sexual Violence in Conflict, focus-
ing her remarks on prevention through 
empowerment and gender equality. 

Nusseibeh confirmed that the UAE 
stands with the UN Secretary-General’s 
annual report on conflict-related sexual 
violence, which affirms that women’s 
physical security is inextricably linked with 
their political, social and economic status 
and rights. “The importance of gender 
equality and women’s empowerment can-
not be understated in efforts to prevent 
and respond to these crimes,” stressed 
Nusseibeh.

“Gender equality and women’s em-
powerment - fundamental principles of 
the UAE’s foreign policy - are core values, 
which, when woven throughout a society, 
can prevent violence against women,” she 

said.
She underscored that although the 

Council has adopted resolutions recognis-
ing that sexual violence is used as a tool of 
war and is a matter of international peace 
and security, there has been a failure in im-
plementation. She called for strengthening 
the UN’s response to end these crimes and 
ensure accountability. Nusseibeh also un-
derlined how terrorist groups have utilised 
sexual violence to terrorise and displace 
victims and communities.

She also shed light on the alarming 
plight of the Rohingya population and 
called on the international community to 
ensure accountability for these victims - 
mainly women and girls, but also men and 
boys - who are unacceptably targeted for 
their religion or ethnicity. 

“The UAE believes that smart foreign 
policy is inclusive foreign policy - one that 
puts the rights of women front and centre 
and at the heart of our collective response,” 
said Nusseibeh. “The UAE will continue to 
do all that it can to address these crimes, 
and to continue to promote gender equali-
ty and women’s empowerment as a critical 
element of this agenda,” she concluded.

Rome, April 18 (IANS): 
Italy opposes chemical 
warfare but did not par-
ticipate in Friday’s US-led 
air strikes against chemical 
weapons facilities in Syria, 
Prime Minister Paolo Gen-
tiloni said on Tuesday.

Reporting to the Lower 
House of the Parliament, 
Gentiloni said chemical 
warfare was “unaccept-
able”. 

“One hundred years 
from the end of World War 
I (which saw the use of 
mustard gas), adapting to 
the idea of having to live 
with chemical weapons 
again, of somehow legiti-
mizing them, is unaccept-
able,” Xinhua quoted the 
outgoing center-left Prime 
Minister as saying. 

“We cannot accept this. 
There is every evidence 
that chemical weapons 
were used in April 7 at-

tack on Douma, a rebel-
held suburb of Damascus,” 
Gentiloni said. 

The April 14 US-UK-
France strike against 
chemical weapons manu-
facturing sites was “mo-
tivated, targeted, and cir-
cumscribed”, and there 
is no evidence any civil-
ians were killed, the Italian 
leader said.

Italy did not partici-
pate in the strike, and no 
military action departed 
from Italian territory, Gen-
tiloni said. The US has four 
military bases in Italy, in-
cluding one at Sigonella 
in Sicily. 

Gentiloni stressed that 
the crisis in Syria, where a 
bloody civil war has been 
raging in the Middle East-
ern country since early 
2011, cannot be resolved 
through the use of force 
but through negotiations.
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News IN BrIef
Sharif leaves for London to see 
ailing wife
Lahore, April 18 (PTI): Pakistan’s deposed prime 
minister Nawaz Sharif  today left for London along 
with his daughter to see his cancer-stricken wife amid 
speculation that he might not return because of a likely 
conviction in three corruption cases against him. As 
Sharif ’s family spokesman did not reveal his return 
schedule, analysts here believe that it is likely that Sharif  
will skip his appearance before a combined investigation 
team of the National Accountability Bureau in Lahore 
on April 21. NAB has summoned Sharif for allegedly 
misusing his authority for illegal construction of a road 
leading to his Jati Umra, Raiwind residence. Sharif who 
was disqualified by the Supreme Court is due to appear 
in the accountability court on April 23 in a corruption 
case. But it is likely that he may skip it. 

Taliban bombing kills 5, including 
Afghan police commander
Kandahar, April 18 (PTI/AP): An Afghan official 
says a bomb blast has killed five people, including a 
police commander, in the southern Kandahar province, 
an attack claimed by the Taliban. A Kandahar police 
spokesman says Col Janan Mama, commander of the 
border rapid reaction force, three of his police bodyguards 
and a civilian were killed in Wednesday’s attack. The 
spokesman, Zia Durrani, says the sticky bomb was 
placed on the commander’s vehicle in Kandahar city, the 
provincial capital. The Taliban claimed responsibility in 
a statement sent to media. The insurgent group routinely 
targets Afghan officials and security forces.

Ex-FBI agent admits sharing 
classified documents
Washington, April 18 (IANS): A former FBI agent 
has pleaded guilty to sharing classified documents with 
media outlets in an effort to reveal how the bureau 
treated minority communities, the media reported. As 
a field agent in the Federal Bureau of  Investigation’s 
Minneapolis office, the counterterrorism agent Terry J. 
Albury provided a reporter with two documents between 
February 2016 and January 2017, according to the 
charges against him. “lbury was entrusted by the FBI 
with a security clearance, which included a responsibility 
to protect classified national defence information,” The 
New York Times quoted Bill Priestap, assistant director 
of the bureau’s Counterintelligence Division, as saying. 
“Instead, he knowingly disclosed that material to 
someone not authorized to receive it.” Albury, 39, faces 
up to 10 years in prison, but under his plea agreement he 
could receive less than five years. 

Ex-Catalan leader meets party 
members in Germany
Berlin, April 18 (IANS): Catalonia’s former leader 
Carles Puigdemont on Wednesday held a working 
meeting here with members of  his separatist party. 
Puigdemont met the members of his Junts per Catalunya 
(Together for Catalonia, JxS) party who were able to 
travel to the German capital to discuss the next steps 
in the process of  nominating a candidate to become 
president of the Catalonia region in Spain’s northeast, 
reports Efe news. Puigdemont was recently ordered not 
to leave Germany while the judiciary there studies the 
extradition request tabled by Spain, where he is wanted 
to face trial for accusations of rebellion, sedition and 
misuse of public funds for his alleged involvement in the 
October 2017 independence referendum deemed illegal 
by the Spanish state. 

‘Reckless Russia’ broke chemical 
arms ban: British ambassador
The Hague, April 18 (PTI/AFP): Britain accused 
Russia today of breaking the two-decade international 
ban on chemical weapons at emergency talks into last 
month’s poisoning with a nerve agent of  a former 
Russian spy. “We will continue to call out Russia’s 
reckless and indiscriminate behaviour when it violates 
the CWC (Chemical Weapons Convention), and 
when it threatens global security,” British ambassador 
Peter Wilson told a meeting of  the global chemical 
arms watchdog, according to a tweet from the UK 
delegation.

AP/PTI

 FILE - In a Thursday, Aug. 22, 2013, file photo, former first lady Barbara Bush listens to a patient’s question during a visit to the 
Barbara Bush Children’s Hospital at Maine Medical Center in Portland, Maine. A family spokesman said Sunday, April 15, 2018, 
that the former first lady Barbara Bush is in “failing health” and won’t seek additional medical treatment. 

Former first lady Barbara Bush dies at 92

Seoul to seek deal on formally 
ending war with N Korea

More than 300 sentenced to 
death in Iraq for IS links

Majority of Americans support Syrian strikes —Poll

Erdogan calls Turkey snap polls for June 24

UAE calls for combating 
impunity for sexual violence

We oppose chemical 
warfare — Italian PM
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Rotting Christ frontman 
arrested in Eastern Europe

Ed Sheeran leads nominations for 
2018 Billboard Music Awards

Cate Blanchett to head 
Cannes Film Festival jury

I hope justice is served — 
Alia on Kathua rape case

First poster 
of ‘Little Boy’ 
released 

Jackie Chan 
to lend voice 
in ‘Wish 
Dragons’

Birthday Greetings

 DiCaprio to present Scorsese Robert Osborne Award
Actor Leonardo DiCaprio will present veteran filmmaker Martin Scorsese the 
Robert Osborne Award at the 2018 TCM Classic Film Festivals opening. DiC-
aprio, who has worked with Scorsese in five films, including “Gangs of New 
York” and “The Wolf of Wall Street”, will present the award on April 26 here to 
the filmmaker for his decades-long commitment to the legacy and preservation 
of classic films, reports variety.com. In addition, Scorsese established the Film 
Foundation, a non-profit dedicated to protecting and preserving motion picture 
history, in 1990.  The foundation has funded the restoration of over 800 films 
and its World Cinema Project has restored 31 films from 21 countries. (IANS)

2 pm, 8 pm: October (Hindi)

11 am, 5 pm: Baaghi 2 (Hindi)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

R
otting Christ 
frontman 
Sakis Tolis has 
revealed that 
he and his 

brother were arrested in 
the Eastern European 
country of Georgia at the 
end of last week.

The news was 
confirmed by the band’s 
record label Season Of 
Mist after the pair were 
detained by authorities 
on Thursday morning.

The arrests occurred 
after the band arrived in 
the Georgian capital of 
Tbilisi, with Sakis Tolis 
explaining that they were 
taken into custody as 
they were apparently 
on a list of “unwanted 
persons” as they had 
been branded “Satanists 
and therefore suspects of 
terrorism.”

Tolis says: “We arrived 
in Georgia’s capital Tbilisi 
very early in the morn-
ing of April12. After the 
regular document check 
at the border, my brother 
and I were stopped by 
the police on our way out 
from the airport. 

“After some minutes, 
we were ordered to follow 
police to another area of 

the airport under the pre-
tence of further question-
ing before entering the 
country. Instead, we had 
our passports and mobile 
phones taken away and 
were lead into a prison 
cell.

“When we were 
demanding to be told 
the reason for this arrest, 
we were simply told 

this information would 
be ‘confidential’. Our 
lawyers informed us 
later that we are on a list 
of unwanted persons of 
national security that 
branded us as Satanists 
and therefore suspects of 
terrorism.”

Tolis says that they 
were both locked up in a 
dirty cell “without being 

permitted any contact to 
the outside world or legal 
representation or our 
embassy for 12 hours.”

He continues: “Luck-
ily, only the names ‘Tolis’ 
were on the list and the 
other two band mem-
bers started to work with 
the local promoter to 
extract us from prison 
and commence legal 
procedures. 

“It took strong efforts 
and a complicated proce-
dure to find a solution. 

“Due to the hard 
work of the local pro-
moter, who involved legal 
experts, journalists, and 
activists in Georgia, we 
were finally released.”

Tolis adds: “We are 
extremely grateful to 
everybody involved in 
this process. In the end, 
we were even able to 
perform our show and 
it turned out to be a 
fantastic night. We would 
also like to thank all our 
Georgian metal brothers 
for their overwhelming 
support!” The band were 
subsequently allowed to 
leave Georgia on their 
way to Armenia without 
further complications.

Loudersound

T
he ‘Shape of You’ singer 
have received four nods 
so far for Top Artist, Top 
Male Artist, Top Hot 100 
Song for ‘Shape of You’ 

and Top Selling Album for ‘Divide’.
‘Delicate’ hitmaker Taylor Swift 

follows shortly behind with four 
nominations for Top Artist, Top Fe-
male Artist and Top Selling Album 
for ‘Reputation’.

Taylor and Ed will battle it out 
with Drake, Kendrick Lamar and 
Bruno Mars to be crowned Top 
Artist, one of the highest honours 
of the night.

Bebe Rexha and Khalid un-
veiled the seven major categories 
on the ‘Today’ show on Tuesday 
(17.04.18), where they also an-
nounced each others’ nomina-
tions.

Bebe, 28, is up for Top Country 
Song for her Florida Georgia Line, 
‘Meant to Be’.

She said: “I’m a New York city 
girl, I didn’t think I was going to be 
nominated for a country award!”

Khalid will go against 21 Savage, 
Camila Cabello, Cardi B and Kodak 
Black to be crowned the winner of 
Top New Artist.

According to the publication, 
“Billboard Music Awards finalists 
are based on album and digital 
songs sales, radio airplay, stream-
ing, touring and social engage-
ment, determined using data in a 
12-month tracking period.”

The 2018 Billboard Music 

Awards will air on NBC for the 
first time ever, broadcast live from 
MGM Grand Garden Arena in Las 
Vegas on May 20.

This year is a special year for 
the BBMA’s as it marks 60 years of 
Billboard charts.

Further nominations will be 
announced as the categories are 
unveiled live on Billboard’s Face-
book page.

Femalefirst.co.uk

A
ctress Cate Blanchett will 
lead the jury of the 71st 
Cannes Film Festival. Film-
makers Ava DuVernay and 
Denis Villeneuve and actors 

Kristen Stewart and Lea Seydoux are 
also a part of it.

The jury will include five men and 
four women from seven nationalities 
and five continents, reported variety.
com.

Also serving on the jury are Chi-
nese actor Chang Chen, French direc-

tor Robert Guediguian, Burundian 
singer Khadja Nin and Rus-

sian director Andrey 
Zvyagintsev.

While 
some have 

criticised 
the rela-
tively low 
number 
of 
women 
direc-
tors in 
official 
compe-
tition, 

Cannes artistic director Thierry Fre-
maux said that he has been conscious 
of the gender balance in the jury.

“For the last four years, I’ve be-
come much more concerned about 
the presence of women at the festival. 
I’ve been having discussions with in-
telligent women like Jessica Chastain 
and have listened to their advice 
about ways to improve certain things,” 
he said.

“We’ve started paying more atten-
tion to the gender ratio on our selec-
tion committees, for instance. Right 
now, two out of the three committees 
have as many women as men,” he 
added.

Chastain was on last year’s festival 
jury, which was headed by Pedro 
Almodovar.

“Blade Runner 2049” and “Arrival” 
director Villeneuve has had several 
films at the festival including “Sicario”, 
while Stewart has appeared in Cannes 
selection including “Personal Shop-
per” and “Clouds of Sils Maria”.

Chen appeared in “Crouching 
Tiger, Hidden Dragon,” “Happy To-
gether” and “Forever Young”.

Activist filmmaker Guediguian 
won the Prix Louis Delluc for “Marius 
and Jeannette” in 1997.

Nin, whose music is a mix of pop, 
African and Afro-Cuban rhythms, was 
awarded the Prize for Feminine Action 
by the African Women’s League, while 
Seydoux starred in “Blue is the Warm-
est Colour,” which won the Palme d’Or 
in 2013. She also appeared in “Spectre” 
and “The Lobster.”

“Leviathan” director Zvyagintsev 
won the Cannes jury prize for “Love-
less” in 2017.

The festival will be held here from 
May 8 to 19.

IANS

A
ctress Alia Bhatt, 
who has beauti-
ful memories 
of shooting her 
upcoming film 

“Raazi” in Kashmir, says she 
feels angry and hurt about 
the barbaric rape and mur-
der of an eight-year-old girl 
in Kathua district of Jammu 
and Kashmir. She hopes that 
justice is served.

The actress was present 
at a song launch for the 
Kashmir-set “Raazi”.

Urged to express her 
views on the rape inci-
dent, Alia said: “It is a very 
disgraceful, shameful and 
terrible incident that has 
happened. As a girl, as a 
woman, as an individual, as 
a resident of this country, I 
feel very bad and hurt that 
something like this has hap-
pened.

“I was reading about 
the case for many days, but 
I stopped reading updates 
since the past two days be-
cause I think the more I read 
it, it makes me more upset, 
angry and hurt. I hope from 

my heart that justice is 
served. We should really go 
out there and condemn 
this because this cannot 
be done to us again 
and again.”

Alia was accom-
panied by “Raazi” 
director Meghna 
Gulzar, and 
co-actors Vicky 
Kaushal and 
Jaideep Ahl-
awat. They 
gathered to 
unveil the 
song “Aye 
watan”, 
sung by 
Arijit 
Singh and 
penned by 
Gulzar. 

“Raazi” is releas-
ing on May 11.

IANS

T
he first poster of the 
Bollywood film ‘Little 
Boy’ was launched 
at Longte festival in 
Itanager on April 15. 

An update issued on April 
18 mentioned that the poster 
was launched in the presence of 
Bollywood actor Shakti Kapoor; 
Deputy Chief Minister Chowna 
Mein and Tourism minister 
Jarkar Gamlin. 

Little Boy is said to be 
the first Bollywood film to 
have been shot completely in 
Arunachal Pradesh . Written 
and directed by Shiraz Henry . 
Produced by Yumlam Achung 
, Co-produced by Rebecca 
Changkija Sema , Music Abuzar 
and Lyrics Arafat Mahmood . 

Singers for the film are said 
to be Sunu Nigam, Ash King , 
Dev Negi and KD & MD . 

Cast: Yuguvendra Pratap 
Singh , Chuzho Zhokoi , Rashmi 
Mishra , Rose Longchar , Shishir 
Sharma and Ehsaan Khan.

EMN

A
ctors Jackie 
Chan and 
Constance 
Wu have been 
roped in to 

lend their voice for the 
animation “Wish Drag-
ons”.

Makers of the Chinese 
co-production are also in 
talks with John Cho and 
Jimmy O for the Sony 
Pictures project, reported 
hollywoodreporter.com.

“Wish Dragon” is a 
contemporary retelling 
of the classic genie-in-
a-bottle tale from “One 
Thousand and One 
Nights”.

Natasha Liu Bord-
izzo, Jimmy Wong and 
Bobby Lee will also lend 
their voice for different 
characters. The project 
will be directed by Chris 
Appelhans.

IANS

Wishing our dearest prin-
cess Norah Miachieo a fant-
abulous 8th birthday. May 
all that is good be yours and 
may The Almighty continue 
to bless you always!

From Elena, mummy, 
daddy & atsa. 

Wishing you Happy Birth-
day to our dear Christina 
Gurung.

As you grow older year 
by year May God bless you 
abundantly in all walks of 
life  Always keep God as 
your first priority in your 
life For you are a child of 
God.

Big Love from,
 Papa, Mum, Uncle, 

Aunt, Brother’s & Sister’s
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Rohit stars in MI’s 46-run win over RCB Bayern enter German Cup final

Mumbai Indians captain Rohit Sharma plays a shot during IPL 2018 match against Royal Challengers 
Bangalore (RCB) at the Wankhade in Mumbai on Tuesday.

PTI Bayern Munich’s Thomas Mueller celebrates scoring a goal as Bayer Leverkusen’s Bernd Leno looks on.
PTI

MIRROR CROSSWORD 1793SUD0KU 1633
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1792

ACROSS
1. San Antonio fort
6. Dross
10. Savor or relish
14. Bart Simpson’s father
15. Persephone
16. Against
17. Strike out
18. Commodious boats
19. Grows into a plant
20. Flower
22. Stringed
24. Informed
25.	 With	short,	stiff,	coarse	hair
26. “Energy” level of gasoline
29. Dry
30. Owl sound
31. Co-worker
37. Opera diva _____ Callas
39.	 Metric	unit	of	area
40.	 _____	mortis
41. Beef dish
44.	 Actress/singer	_____	Horne
45. Religious sisters
46. Laneways
48. 100 years
52.	 Hillside	along	a	river
53.	 Excise
54.	 Not	masculine
58.	 Precipitation
59. Work of art
61. Front part of a step
62. Being
63. Inventory
64. Makes less sharp
65. Sow
66.	 French	for	“Summers”
67. Anneal 

DOWN
1.	 Attention-getting	sound
2.	 Actress/singer	____	Falana
3.	 Chieftain
4.	 Latin	for	“Consideration”	or	

“Pondering”

5. Western state
6. Burn with a hot liquid
7.	 A	title	for	God
8. Noah’s boat
9.	 Pertaining	to	the	digestive	

system
10	 Foundation	or	

understanding
11.	 Concerning
12 Metal 
13. Child
21. Margarine
23. More broad

25.	 Concise
26.	 Units	of	electrical	resistance
27. Outer garment
28. Unit of pressure
29.	 Hairstyles
32.	 Backside	(slang)
33. 1000 years
34. “A Death in the Family” 

author	James	____	(1909-
1955)

35. Award for Broadway shows
36.	 Historical	periods
38.	 _____	Dei	=	Paschal	Lamb

42.	 Radiance
43.	 Ranch
47.	 Counts	(Scottish)
48.	 Concerns
49. Delete
50. Bothersome sounds
51.	 Corrected	the	frequency
52. Defeats
54. Consolidate
55. Island
56.	 Singer/actress	____	Carter
57. Formerly
60.	 Hole	in	the	ground

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1632

Mumbai, April 18 (PTI): 
Captain Rohit Sharma 
struck a brilliant 94 before 
his bowlers produced a 
clinical performance as 
Mumbai Indians beat Royal 
Challengers Bangalore by 
46 runs in their IPL match 
here today.

Put into bat, Mumbai 
recovered from a shock 
start of 0 for 2 to post 213 for 
6, their highest score of the 
season, mainly through the 
splendid batting of Rohit 
(94 in 52 balls) and opener 
Evin Lewis (65 in 42 balls).

Then, the Mumbai 
bowlers led by left-arm 
spinner Krunal Pandya 
(3/28) stopped RCB at 167 
for 8 in 20 overs to notch up 
their first win in their fourth 
match of the season. 

RCB captain Virat Koh-
li’s typically aggressive 62-
ball 92 not out was the lone 
bright spot in the visitors’ 
run-chase of 214 as they lost 
their way after a promising 
start. 

Kohli, who opened the 
RCB innings, slammed 4 
sixes and 7 fours in his un-
beaten knock but none of 
his batting colleagues gave 
him support. The next best 
was that of the other opener 
Quinton de Kock who made 
19 from 12 balls.

Today’s defeat at the 
Wankhede Stadium was 
also RCB’s third in four 
games this season.

RCB made an encour-
aging start in pursuit of 
the daunting target when 
Kohli and de Kock put on 
40 runs before a twin strike 

in three balls by left-arm 
pacer Mitchell McClena-
ghan (2/24) in the fifth over 
arrested their progress.

The New Zealander 
bowled de Kock for 19 and 
then struck another big 
blow by having another 
South African A B de Villiers 
(1) caught in the deep to 
make it 42 for two. 

There was a brief re-
vival with Kohli adding 32 
runs with Mandeep Singh 
(16) before Krunal Pandya 
grabbed two wickets off 
successive balls. Krunal dis-
missed Mandeep and Corey 
Anderson (0) to push the 
visitors firmly on the back 
foot at 75 for four.

Washington Sundar (7), 
who gave away 32 runs in 
two overs while bowling 
earlier in the day, came a 
cropper with the bat too 

by becoming Krunal’s third 
victim to leave RCB at a 
difficult 86 for 5 in the 12th 
over.

Kohli kept ploughing 
a lonely furrow and he re-
mained unbeaten eight 
runs short of a century. By 
the end of the 15th over, the 
asking rate had shot up to 
more than 21 an over and 
that was a huge task even 
for a batsman of Kohli’s 
calibre.

MI wicketkeeper Ishan 
Kishan was stuck on the 
face by a throw from Hardik 
Pandya during RCB’r run-
chase and had to leave the 
field for medical attention.

Earlier, Mumbai Indi-
ans made a grand recovery 
from a shock start through 
sparkling half centuries 
from captain Rohit and 
Lewis.

Left-handed Trinida-
dian Lewis struck 5 sixes 
and 6 fours in his 42-ball 
55. After his dismissal Ro-
hit, who flopped in the first 
three games, took over the 
lead role to hammer 94 
in 52 balls before depart-

ing off the penultimate 
ball, caught at long on. He 
smashed 5 sixes and ten 
fours.

It was MI’s first score in 
excess of 200 in four games 
this season.

MI made a horrific start, 
losing Suryakumar Yadav 
(0) and Ishan Kishan (0) 
off the first two balls from 
Umesh Yadav (2/36) and 
rallied to 60 for two after 
six overs. Both were clean 
bowled by Umesh.

MI were rallied superbly 
by skipper Rohit and Lewis 
who put on 108 runs in 66 
balls for the third wicket. 
Lewis was out in the 12th 
over after which the home 
team skipper took over and 
stayed almost till the end. 
He was out to Corey An-
derson.

All the RCB bowlers 
went for runs, including 
Umesh in his second spell. 
Spinners Washington Sun-
dar and Yuzvendra Chahal 
were particularly expensive.

Berlin, April 18 (IANS): 
Bayern Munich beat Bayer 
Leverkusen 6-2 in an away 
tie, qualifying for the Ger-
man Cup final thanks to 
three goals from captain 
Thomas Mueller, two from 
Robert Lewandowski and 
one from Thiago Alcantara.

The scoreline came in 
the second half of Tuesday 
night’s match after a rela-
tively even first half, reports 
Efe news.

Bayern took to the field 
with five changes from the 
team that had started the 
match in the 5-1 win over 
Borussia Monchenglad-
bach on April 14.

Jerome Boateng, Javi 
Martinez, Arjen Robben, 
Franck Ribery and Rob-
ert Lewandowski were on 
the pitch in place of Nik-
las Suele, Corentin Tolisso, 
Juan Bernat, Sebastian 
Rudy and Sandro Wagner.

Robert Lewandowski 
opened the scoring in the 
third minute by extending 
a left-footed effort from 
Javi Martinez from the edge 
of the box. In the 8th, it 
was Lewandowski again, 
increasing the score with a 
shot from short distance.

However, Leverkusen 
were back in the game 
when Lars Bender grabbed 
the opportunity to score in 
the 16th minute.

Bender scored head-
first after a shot from Kai 
Havertz hit Jerome Boat-
eng’s back.

Leverkusen had a good 
chance to draw with a strike 
from winger Karim Bellara-
bi in the 37th minute, but 
Bayern’s goalkeeper Sven 
Ulreich made a great save.

O ve ra l l ,  t h e  g a m e 
was played in the half of 
Leverkusen, who were look-
ing for their chances with 

quick counter-attacks.
Leverkusen again came 

close to a draw in the sec-
ond half when, in the 50th 
minute, Ulreich stopped 
a shot from Bellarabi that 
could have been the start of 
a different ending.

However, what came in 
the 52nd minute was Bay-
ern’s third goal by Mueller, 
who scored after a good 
pass from Thiago.

Then Leverkusen col-
lapsed and Bayern had no 
mercy. In the 61st minute 
Thiago made the fourth, 
from a pass of Robben in a 
play initiated by Ribery, and 
in the 63rd minute Mueller 
scored the fifth.

Leverkusen managed 
to make up the result a lit-
tle bit with a great free-kick 
goal by Jamaican Leon Bai-
ley but shortly after Mueller 
would score the sixth for 
Bayern and his hat-trick.

London, April 18  (AFP):  Playmak-
er Kevin De Bruyne and his Man-
chester City team-mates made 
up almost half of the Professional 
Footballers’ Association’s Premier 
League team of the year revealed 
on Wednesday.

Right-back Kyle Walker, centre-
back Nicolas Otamendi, midfield-

er David Silva and striker Sergio 
Aguero were also named in the XI.

Tottenham were the only other 
team to have more than one rep-
resentative, boasting three play-
ers in defender Jan Vertonghen, 
midfielder Christian Eriksen and 
striker Harry Kane.

Manchester United’s only in-

clusion was goalkeeper David 
de Gea, while left-back Marcos 
Alonso was the sole player from 
dethroned champions Chelsea.

Liverpool’s Mohamed Salah, 
with 30 league goals this season, 
was also included.

The six nominees for the men’s 
PFA players’ player of the year 

award are De Bruyne, Silva, De 
Gea, Kane, Salah and Manchester 
City’s Leroy Sane.

The PFA Awards ceremony 
will be held in London on Sunday. 
PFA members from the 92 Premier 
League and Football League clubs 
get a vote.

New Delhi, April 18 (IANS): The 
Law Commission of India has 
recommended that the Board for 
Control of Cricket in India (BCCI) 
should come under the purview 
of the Right to Information (RTI) 
Act just as other national sports 
bodies do, stressing that it sees no 
reason why “BCCI should be an 
exception”.

In its latest report titled “Legal 
Framework: BCCI vis-à-vis RTI 
Act” released on Wednesday, the 
Law Commission has noted that 
the BCCI, though regarded as a 
private body, “virtually acts as a 
National Sports Federation (NSF)” 
and that as per a statement in the 
Lok Sabha “the central govern-
ment has already been regarding 
BCCI as an NSF”.

“Since all other sports bodies 

which are listed as NSFs are cov-
ered under the RTI Act, it is incon-
ceivable as to why BCCI should be 
an exception,” the Commission 
observed in its report.

“ I t  i s  r e c o m -
mended that, the 
same be explic-
itly mentioned in 
the list of NSFs 
available on the 
website of Min-
istry of Youth Af-
fairs and Sports. 
This express men-
tion would auto-
matically bring BCCI 
within the purview of 
RTI Act,” it said.

The Law Commission under-
lined that “even if BCCI is con-
tinued to be regarded as a private 

body”, but owing to its “monopo-
listic character coupled with the 
public nature of its functions 

and the substantial financ-
ing it has received from 

governments over 
the years (in the 

form of tax ex-
emptions, land 
grants et al), it 
can within the 
existing legal 
f r a m e w o r k , 
still be termed 

as a ‘public au-
thority’ and be 

brought within the 
purview of RTI Act”.

It also pointed out that 
the uniform of the players of the 
Indian cricket team (as selected 
by the BCCI) contains the national 

colours and their helmets display 
the Ashok Chakra.

Besides, it said, the Supreme 
Court has recently reaffirmed that 
BCCI is the “approved” national 
level body holding virtually mo-
nopoly rights to organise cricket-
ing events in the country.

The report has recommended 
that the BCCI “be viewed as an 
agency or instrumentality of state, 
under Article 12 of the Constitu-
tion, thereby making it amenable 
to the writ jurisdiction of the Su-
preme Court under Article 12”.

“Additionally, it is recommend-
ed that RTI Act be made applica-
ble to BCCI along with all of its 
constituent member cricketing 
associations, provided they fulfil 
the criteria applicable to BCCI, as 
discussed in this report,” it added.

Sao Paulo (Brazil), April 18 (IANS): Brazilian national 
football captain Neymar has said he expects to be in 
“better shape” for the 2018 World Cup in Russia than 
he was before his foot injury.

“I will have enough time to recover for the Cup and 
prepare myself,” Neymar told journalists during a spon-

sorship event here on Tuesday. “It’s bad to get injured, but 
I’m well-rested now, which is good.”

The Paris Saint-Germain (PSG) striker 
also said that he will have his last post-
surgery medical exam on May 17 and 
could be available for his national 
team’s training sessions starting May 
21 near Rio de Janeiro, reports EFE 
news agency.

Neymar arrived in Brazil in early 
March, when he underwent surgery 
to repair the hairline fracture of the 
fifth metatarsal he sustained late 
in PSG’s 3-0 win over Marseille in 
February. He cited fellow Brazilian 
players Philippe Coutinho and 
Gabriel Jesus, as well as Egypt’s 
Mohamed Salah, Belgium’s Eden 
Hazard and Kevin De Bruyne 
and Uruguay’s Luis Suarez as 
some of the players who will 
stand out during the 2018 
World Cup in Russia.

The Brazilian team is 
pinning high hopes on Ney-
mar to help win its sixth 
World Cup.

Brazil’s first match in the 
championship will be against 

the Swiss national team on June 17.

Will return from injury 
in top form, says Neymar

Manchester City dominate Premier League team of the year

BCCI must be under RTI just like other 
sports bodies — Law Commission
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Kane strikes, but Spurs held by Brighton Pelicans, Raptors and Celtics win to 
stake two-games-to-none series leads

FIFA plans to revamp Club World 
Cup, scrap Confederations Cup

Barca draw with 
Vigo to edge closer 
to La Liga title

Kolkata Knight Riders beat 
Rajasthan Royals by 7 wickets

Dimapur are the U-23 inter 
district cricket champion

OKA FC lifts 1st open football 
tournament in Dimapur

Pascal Gross beats Hugo Lloris from the spot after replacing Glenn Murray as Brighton’s penalty taker.

Winners of the Under-23 inter district cricket tournament trophy, along with organisers after 
the match on Wednesday. 

OKA Football Club after receiving the championship's trophy at the DDSC stadium in Dimapur.

Milwaukee Bucks forward Jabari Parker, right, shoots over 
Boston Celtics forward Al Horford (42) during the first quarter of 
Game 2 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series in Boston.

Kolkata Knight Rider batsman Dinesh Karthik  dives to complete his run during an IPL 2018 cricket 
match against Rajasthan Royals at Sawai Mansingh Stadium in Jaipur on Wednesday.

PTI

Dimapur, April 18 (EMN): Dimapur 
defeated Tuensang by 10 wickets to lift 
the Under-23 inter district cricket tourna-
ment's trophy at the NCA Stadium at 
Sovima in Dimapur on Wednesday. 

In the final match, Tuensang opted 
to bat and scored a modest target of  
177—all out in 36.3 overs— with Ad-
itya on a half  century with 62 runs and 
Changsomba with 28 runs. Dimapur's 
bowler Akavi and Nagaho claimed three 
wickets each.

In the chase, Dimapur rode on Sede-
zhalie’s century 105 (not out) and Puchu 

Deb 51 (not out) to mark up a crashing 
10-wicket victory over Tuensang in the 
final match to emerge the ultimate cham-
pions of  the tournament. 

The tournament was organised by the 
Nagaland Cricket Association. The event 
saw eight districts Dimapur, Kohima, 
Tuensang, Mon, Mokokchung, Peren, 
Zhuneboto, and Wokha.

Dimapur notched up all the three 
individual awards: the player of  the tour-
nament prize went to Tahmeed Rahman, 
the best bowler Akavi Yeptho, and best 
batsman to Sedezhalie Rupreo.

Dimapur, April 18 (EMN): OKA Football 
Club barely managed to beat Naga Terri-
ers, and by a solitary goal, during the final 
match of the first Open Football Tourna-
ment to become the champions, at the 
DDSC stadium in Dimapur on Wednesday. 

The only goal of the game was scored 
by Kekhrie in the 73rd minute for OKA FC.  

The champions received a cash prize 
of INR. 50,000 while the runners-up team 
Naga Terriers won INR.25, 000.  The 

semi-finalists United FC Yaongyimsen, and  
Real Sporting Club received Rs.5000 each. 

The Naga Terriers blanked United FC 
Yaongyimsen 5-0 and OKA Football Club 
beat Real Sporting Club 3-1 in the semifi-
nals that was played on Tuesday. 

Altogether 30 teams took part in the 
tournament. The tournament was orga-
nized by the Dimapur District Football 
Referees Association (DDFRA) and held 
from April 6 to the 12th. 

HOME TURF 

Brighton, April 18 (AFP): 
Harry Kane stepped up 
his bid to win the Premier 
League's golden boot as 
Tottenham warmed up for 
the FA Cup semi-finals with 
a 1-1 draw at Brighton on 
Tuesday.

Kane fired Tottenham 
ahead in the 48th minute 
when his close-range shot 
deflected in off Brighton 
defender Bruno.

It was Kane's 26th of 
the season and kept him 
in with a chance of catch-
ing Liverpool's Mohamed 
Salah, who sits ahead of 
the Tottenham striker on 
30 goals in the race to finish 
as the Premier League's top 

scorer.
But Mauricio Pochet-

tino's side, who face Man-
chester United at Wembley 
on Saturday, left the Amex 
Stadium frustrated after 
conceding an equaliser 
two minutes after Kane's 
opener.

Albion drew level when 
Pascal Gross slotted home 
a penalty awarded for Serge 
Aurier's foul on Jose Izqui-
erdo.

Tottenham have gone 
two games without a league 
victory, but they are still in 
pole position to qualify for 
next season's Champions 
League via a top four finish.

They are in fourth 

place, eight points ahead 
of fifth placed Chelsea, who 
have only five matches left 
to close the gap.

"It was a difficult game, 
the first half was even and 
the second half we started 
really well. We scored but 
in the next section we con-
ceded," Pochettino said.

"We created chances 
but not enough to win the 
game. The draw is a little 
bit disappointing because 
the intention was to get all 
three."

Brighton are eight 
points clear of the bottom 
three and should be safe 
from relegation at the end 
of their first season back in 

the top-flight.
With the FA Cup rep-

resenting Tottenham's 
last chance of silverware 
this season, Pochettino 
-- yet to win a trophy in his 
four years with the north 
London club -- made six 
changes from the team 
beaten 3-1 by Manchester 
City on Saturday.

Belgium defender Toby 
Alderweireld was handed 
his first league start since 
October in place of Davin-
son Sanchez, while Dele 
Alli, Kieran Trippier, Mousa 
Dembele and Eric Dier 
were rested.

Pochettino defended 
his selection, saying: "We 

Jaipur, April 18 (PTI): Kolkata Knight Rid-
ers delivered a professional performance 
to beat Rajasthan Royals by seven wickets 
here tonight, putting their IPL campaign 
back on track with back-to-back victories.

The highly-rated KKR spinners re-
stricted Royals to 160 for eight before 
opener Robin Uthappa (48 off 36 balls), 
Nitish Rana ( 35* off 27 ) and captain 
Dinesh Karthik (42* off 23) did the job with 
the bat as the visitors cruised to victory in 
18.5 overs. 

It was a second emphatic perfor-

mance in a row for KKR, who now have 
three wins from five games. Royals have 
lost two games out of the four they have 
played. 

The away team was always in control 
of the chase despite losing Chris Lynn in 
the first over. Uthappa put up a show that 
is expected of him, entertaining the crowd 
with a blazing knock that comprised six 
fours and two sixes.

Captain Karthik then batted respon-
sibly alongside Rana, taking KKR home 
comfortably. 

were thinking of giving the 
team fresh legs because 
Saturday's game against 
Manchester City was tough 
mentally and physically.

"We have a squad good 
enough to win games. This 
result was not because we 
rotated the team.

"Everyone is ready to 
play but Brighton was a 
very difficult opponent 
and we need to give credit 
to them."

Lucas Moura, given his 
first league start as part 
of Pochettino's switches, 
threatened with a power-
ful drive from distance as 
Tottenham tried to take 
control.

Tottenham winger Son 
Heung-Min went closest 
to breaking the first-half 
deadlock with a low shot 
which forced a fine save 
from Albion goalkeeper 
Mat Ryan.

Pochettino's men took 
the lead when a poor pass 
from Gross, followed by 
indecision from Gaetan 
Bong, allowed Son to slip 
into the area.

The South Korean did 
well to keep control and the 
ball eventually broke for 
Kane to sweep home.

However, Brighton were 
back on level terms in the 
50th minute as Izquierdo 
won a penalty by inducing 
Aurier's rash challenge.

Regular Brighton pen-
alty taker Glenn Murray, 
who has missed twice 
from the spot this season, 
stepped aside to allow Ger-
man midfielder Gross to 
shoot under Hugo Lloris's 
dive.

Louisiana, April 18 (AP): 
Jrue Holiday had a career 
playoff-high 33 points and 
the New Orleans Pelicans 
took a 2-0 lead in their first-
round playoff series against 
the Portland Trail Blazers 
with a 111-102 victory on 
Tuesday night.

Rajon Rondo had 16 
points, 10 rebounds and 
nine assists for the Peli-
cans, who host the Blaz-
ers on Thursday as the se-
ries shifts to New Orleans. 
Anthony Davis added 22 
points and 13 rebounds.

CJ McCollum, who 
struggled with backcourt 
teammate Damian Lillard 
in the opener, rebounded 
with 22 points to lead the 
Blazers.

Portland trailed by as 
many as 11 points in the 
third quarter but Lillard hit 
a 3-pointer and added a 
free throw to tie the game 
at 93 with 7:31 left. Holi-
day’s pull-up jumper and 
Rondo’s driving layup kept 
the Blazers from pulling 
ahead.

M a u r i c e  H a r k l e s s 
dunked and Al-Farouq 
Aminu had a layup to re-tie 
the game at 97. After Holi-
day’s hook shot, Harkless 
made a 3-pointer to give 
Portland a 100-99 lead, but 
it was short-lived.

Raptors 130, Wizards 119 
(Raptors lead 2-0)
DeMar DeRozan matched 
his career playoff-high with 
37 points, Jonas Valanci-
unas had 19 points and 14 
rebounds and the Raptors 
beat the Wizards, taking a 
2-0 lead in a playoff series 
for the first time in fran-
chise history.

Kyle Lowr y had 13 
points and a career playoff-
high 12 assists as Toronto 
set team playoff records for 
points in a quarter, a half, 
and a game.

CJ Miles scored 18 
points, Delon Wright had 

11 and Serge Ibaka 10 for 
the Raptors, who snapped 
an NBA-worst 10-game los-
ing streak in Game 1s with 
a 114-106 win on Saturday.

Toronto, which made 
a team playoff record 16 
3-pointers Saturday, con-
nected on 12 of 32 from 
long range in Game 2, mak-
ing only one in the second 
half.

John Wall scored 29 
points, Mike Scott had 20 
and Ty Lawson 14 for the 
Wizards, who host Game 3 
on Friday night.

Celtics 120, Bucks 106 
(Celtics lead 2-0)
Jaylen Brown had a playoff 
career-high 30 points and 
the Celtics pulled away into 
second half to earn a win 
over the Bucks.

Terry Rozier added 23 
points for Boston, which 

took a 2-0 series lead in 
the first-round matchup. 
Game 3 is set for Friday in 
Milwaukee.

The Celtics led by as 
many as 20 in the fourth 
quarter.

Milwaukee got as close 
as 107-97 with 4:13 to play. 
But the Celtics responded 
with an 11-2 run, capped 
by a banked in 3-pointer 
by Brown to push their lead 
back up to 118-99.

G i a n n i s  A n t e t o k -
ounmpo finished with 30 
points, nine rebounds and 
eight assists. Khris Middle-
ton added 25 points.

Turnovers were an is-
sue for the second straight 
game for  Milwaukee. 
The Bucks finished with 
15, leading to 21 Boston 
points. They also shot just 
41% from the free-throw 
line (7 of 17).

Madrid, April 18 (IANS): 
FC Barcelona edged a little 
closer to the Spanish La 
Liga title and maintained 
their unbeaten record, de-
spite dropping two points 
with a 2-2 draw away to 
Celta Vigo.

Celta, who are coached 
by former Barca assistant 
boss, Juan Carlos Unzue, 
have avoided double de-
feat to the Liga Santander 
leaders this season, al-
though Barca won't be too 
disappointed with the re-
sult, reports Xinhua news 
agency.

With Saturday's Cup 
final against Sevilla on 
the horizon, Barca coach 
Ernesto Valverde made 
mojor changes to the side 
which beat Valencia on 
Saturday afternoon, leav-
ing Leo Messi on the bench 
and Luis Suarez out of his 
squad. 

The Barca starting 11 
failed to contain one single 
player emerging from the 
Barca youth system, but 
the Catalans took the lead 
after 36 minutes when 
Ousmane Dembele scored 
a left foot shot from a pass 
by Paco Alcacer.

C e l t a  e q u a l i s e d 

through Jonny Castro right 
on the stroke of half time, 
but midway through the 
second half Valverde intro-
duced Messi and Sergi Ro-
berto and the effect was al-
most immediate as Alcacer 
got a close range finish on 
an effort from Paulinho.

Roberto's contribution 
was short lived as he was 
shown a direct red card 
for a professional foul on 
Celta's Iago Aspas, who 
was the best player on the 
pitch, and although As-
pas wasted a free kick, he 
equalised the score eight 
minutes from time.

Ba rc a  n ow  n e e d  6 
points to be proclaimed 
this season's champions, 
and that number will drop 
if Atletico Madrid fail to 
win away to Real Sociedad 
on Wednesday night.

Sevilla also played on 
Tuesday, but could only 
draw 0-0 away to Deporti-
vo la Coruna in a game that 
was a lot more entertaining 
than the final score sug-
gests.

The result does little to 
help Deportivo's chances 
of avoiding relegation or 
Sevilla's of assuring a top-
seven finish. 

Zürich, April 18 (AFP): FIFA 
has laid out plans to re-
place the Confederations 
Cup with an expanded 
Club World Cup that would 
only be held every four 
years from 2021, a source 
told AFP on Wednesday.

According to a letter 
Gianni Infantino, the presi-
dent of world football's 
governing body, sent to the 
heads of the continental 
confederations, and that 
has been seen by AFP, the 
Confederations Cup would 
cease while the club tour-
nament would no longer 
be played annually in De-
cember.

It would now be held 

every fourth June in the 
year before a World Cup -- 
just as the Confederations 
Cup was.

Last year's Confed-
erations Cup in Russia -- 
won by Germany -- would 
therefore be the last.

The competition would 
last 18 days. The new for-
mat means the club com-
petition would interfere 
less with the rest of the 
football calendar, particu-
larly in Europe.

FIFA also faces the 
problem that while its 
principal tournament, the 
World Cup, is immensely 
lucrative and popular, nei-
ther the Confederations 

Cup nor the Club World 
Cup have been remotely as 
attractive to fans or spon-
sors.

Clubs from the six con-
federations take part in the 
Club World Cup, but the 
gulf in quality can be em-
barrassingly large and only 
sides from Europe or South 
America have ever won it.

Although Brazilian 
sides claimed the first three 
editions, only one of the 
last 11 has not been won 
by a European team -- in-
augural winners in 2000, 
Corinthians triumphed for 
the second time in 2012.

In the United Arab 
Emirates in December, 

Real Madrid became the 
first club to retain the tro-
phy when they beat Brazil-
ians Gremio 1-0 with a goal 
by Cristiano Ronaldo.

The changes dovetail 
with FIFA's desire to build 
on plans already unveiled 
by UEFA, the European 
federation, and CONCA-
CAF, which runs football in 
North and Central America 
and the Caribbean, for a 
Nations League to replace 
friendlies in the interna-
tional calendar.

The inaugural UEFA 
Nations League will begin 
in September of this year, 
with the top four teams go-
ing through to the finals in 

June 2019.
The international gov-

erning body wants all the 
continents to set up simi-
lar competitions, using 
divisional formats, to be 
played in September, Oc-
tober and December of 
even-numbered years and 
culminating in an eight-
team international tourna-
ment the following year.

In order to finance its 
Nations League and the 
revamped Club World Cup, 
FIFA would look to team 
up with a consortium of 
private investors ready to 
invest some 25 billion dol-
lars in the rights for the 
period from 2021 to 2033.


