
A file picture of a small pond in a remote village in Nagaland from where villagers collect water for daily use. 

Members of Nagaland Pradesh Congress Committee during a protest event in Dimapur on Tuesday.  
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Dimapur, April 17 (EMN): Hard-
ening its stand on getting rid of 
‘VIP culture’ in Nagaland, the Peo-
ple’s Democratic Alliance (PDA) 
government has announced fresh 
directives to its cabinet members 
prohibiting them from attending 
events as ‘chief guests’. 

A press release from the chief 
minister’s office on Tuesday stated 
that the PDA cabinet held a meet-
ing on April 16 and ‘discussed the 
issue of removing VIP culture in 
the state’. Consequently, it came 
up with a number of directives. 

“In its continued efforts on 
anti-VIP culture, it was decided by 
the cabinet that members of the 
PDA would abstain from attend-
ing functions as chief guest. It has 

also been decided that all would 
refrain from making donations 
and announcement of monetary 
grants while attending public pro-
grammes and functions. Members 
will attend public functions, inau-
gurations, launching programmes, 
etc., and can deliver speeches and 
exhortations and give information 
on government programmes and 
policies of the state and central 
government; however monetary 
announcements and donations at 
public programmes and functions 
will not be done. 

“Government officials and em-
ployees of the state government 
are not to attend functions as chief 
guest and will be disallowed from 
donating funds nor will they be 

allowed to announce monetary 
grants at public functions, which 
is against service rules. Govern-
ment officials can give informa-
tion related to government poli-
cies, programmes and initiatives 
and participate in public func-
tions as invitees and as resource 
persons but not as chief guests. 
However, dignitaries and officials 
from outside Nagaland will be well 
received and hospitality extended 
as per protocols,” the statement 
from the chief minister’s office 
informed. 

Also, all members of the PDA 
have been instructed not to re-
ceive gifts and presentations in 
public functions and events “and 
it is advised that flowers and bou-

quets – preferably fresh – may be 
received at the time and point of 
arrival at the programme venue 
while alighting from and no man-
ner of presents should be received 
during the functions”. 

“On the matter of protection 
of wildlife, all members of PDA 
including government employ-
ees should make all out effort to 
preserve and protect the environ-
ment, wildlife and fishes. No man-
ner of presentations of wildlife and 
wild life produce should be re-
ceived or prepared at functions for 
meals, feasts etc. All efforts must 
be made by the entire government 
machinery to preserve and protect 
the environment and wildlife in all 
its activities,” it informed.

Dimapur, April 17 (EMN): The People’s 
Democratic Alliance (PDA) government 
in Nagaland has assured to ‘commission 
augmentation of water supply’ to urban 
Kohima within 45 days, according to a 
DIPR report on Tuesday. 

This, according to the minister for 
PHED Jacob Zhimomi, was part of the 
PDA’s 100 days action plan. He was re-
ported as having inspected the ‘project 
site of augmentation of water supply to 
Kohima town’ at Mima village on April 17.

“He also said that the project is part of 
the Smart City plan which will provide safe 
drinking water to the citizens of Kohima 
town. Zhimomi said that the government 
is concerned about the health of the peo-
ple and the project will not only provide 
safe drinking water to the people but 
would solve the water scarcity problem 
in the city.

“He also informed that in Wokha, the 
same project will also be commissioned 
within 45 days. He also said that for rural 

area, a project is on the verge of comple-
tion at Chiephobozou RD block under 
Kohima district which will cover 21 water-
scarce villages and stated that very soon, 
similar projects will be implemented in 
other districts,” the report read. 

The project, it stated, was being fund-
ed by the union ministry of Urban Devel-
opment; and the PDA government aims 
to ‘finish the project within 45 days’. “This 
project is a two-staged pumping system, 
whereby the water will reach the pressure-
break tank and through gravity, the water 
will flow down to the main reservoir lo-
cated at Kohima town. 

“This reservoir overall pumping for 
design takes 20 hours and design capac-
ity is 3.8 million litres per day (MLD). The 
process of this pumping goes diversion-
wise, desilting tank, sedimentation tank, 
hydraulic jump, clarifloculator, rapid sand 
filter, disinfection, and pumping. The 
intake point of this project is Zarü River,” 
it informed. 

New Delhi, April 17 (IANS) 
: The Supreme Court on 
Tuesday upheld the deci-
sion of the Central govern-
ment to scrap the process 
of recruiting IPS officers 
through the Limited Com-
petitive Exams (LCE).

A bench of  Justice 
Madan B. Lokur, Justice 
Kurian Joseph and Jus-
tice Deepak Gupta said 
the government's deci-
sion cannot be termed 
"arbitrary, discriminatory 
or capricious" and it was 
a "reasonable" decision 
in the facts and circum-

stances of the case.
Owing to severe short-

age of IPS officers, in 2012, 
the UPA government intro-
duced LCE through which 
junior-level state police, 
paramilitary and armed 
forces officers were sup-
posed to be inducted into 
the IPS laterally.

The Union Public Serv-
ice Commission (UPSC) 
held the exams in 2012 
in which approximately 
240 candidates appeared 
and as many as 80 were 
to be selected through the 
exams envisaged for two 

straight years.
The UPSC, however, 

held back the results citing 
the numerous litigations 
challenging the scheme.

The aspirants had ap-
proached the apex court 
seeking a direction to the 
UPSC to declare the result. 
They had contended that 
the declaration of results 
was first delayed and now 
the whole scheme is being 
scuttled at the behest of 
the IPS lobby, which, they 
alleged, does not want 
their "elite service to be 
diluted".

New Delhi, April 17 (IANS): 
With high probability of 
normal monsoon at 97 per-
cent predicted pan India 
for 2018, private weather 
forecaster Skymet on Tues-
day forecast central India 
to receive highest rainfall at 
108 percent between June 
and September.

A figure between 96 to 
104 percent is considered 
normal monsoon. Below 
90 per cent rainfall is con-
sidered deficient, 95 per 
cent is considered below 
normal and between 105 
and 110 per cent is above 
normal.

Giving its regional dis-
tribution forecast, Skymet 
has predicted highest rain-
fall for central India that 
includes north Maharash-
tra, Konkan (Maharhtra, 
Goa, Karnataka), Vidarbha, 
Chhattisgarh and parts of 
Madhya Pradesh. 

Its predictions have an 
error estimate of plus-mi-
nus eight percent.

The central region is 
expected to have 15 per-
cent excess rainfall and 
10 percent below normal 
with five percent chances 
of drought. 

Agartala, April 17 (IANS): The union government has 
asked five northeastern states - Meghalaya, Mizoram, 
Manipur, Nagaland and Tripura - to expedite the 
computerisation of Public Distribution System (PDS) 
for its better and transparent performance, an official 
said here on Tuesday.

"Cent per cent works of digitisation of ration 
cards in most of the states, including the north-
eastern states, in the country were completed, but 
progress of Aadhaar seeding in ration cards is very 
poor in most of the northeasten states except Tripura 

and Sikkim," a Tripura official said referring the of-
ficial documents of Central government's Food and 
Public Distribution Department.

The official said that Aadhaar seeding in ration 
cards in Tripura and Sikkim is more than 90 per cent 
while in the other northeastern states, this is on an 
average 30 per cent only. A two-day workshop on 
"Digital Transformation and Automation of PDS 
Operations" begun here on Tuesday to speed up the 
computerisation of PDS in these five northeastern 
states. Chief Minister Biplab Kumar Deb inaugurated 

the workshops where senior officials of five states 
and Central government were attended.

Union Food and Public Distribution Department 
Director D.K. Gupta said that a scheme on "End to 
End Computerisation of Targeted Public Distribu-
tion System (TPDS) Operations" with a total ap-
proved cost of Rs 884.07 crore is being implemented 
throughout the country. According to the official, the 
computerisation scheme was launched in 2012-13.

Under the scheme, financial and technical assist-
ance is being provided to states and union territories. 

Sydney, April 17 (IANS): Are you 
an ardent coffee or tea lover, but 
advised to avoid caffeinated 
beverages due to your heart 
conditions? Cheer up, drinking 
upto three cups of coffee or tea 
a day is safe as well as reduce 
irregular heartbeat and stroke 
risk, a study says.

A single cup of coffee con-
tains about 95 mg of caffeine. It 
acts as a stimulant to the central 
nervous system and works to 
block the effects of adenosine 
-- a chemical that causes atrial 
fibrillation (AFib).

AFib is the most common 
heart rhythm disorder, causes 
the heart to beat rapidly and 
skip beats, and if left untreated, 
can cause strokes.

The results suggest that caf-
feine intake of up to 300 mg per 
day may be safe for arrhythmic 
patients. 

"There is a public percep-
tion, often based on anecdotal 
experience, that caffeine is a 
common acute trigger for heart 
rhythm problems," said lead 
author Peter Kistler, Director 
at Melbourne's Alfred Hospital. 

But, "caffeinated beverages 
such as coffee and tea have 
long-term anti-arrhythmic 
properties mediated by antioxi-
dant effects and antagonism of 

adenosine," he added. 
For the review, published 

in the journal JACC: Clinical 
Electrophysiology, the team 
analysed multiple population-
based studies.

A meta-analysis of 228,465 
participants showed that AFib 
frequency decreasing by 6 per 
cent in regular coffee drink-
ers, and an analysis of 115,993 
patients showed a 13 per cent 
reduced risk.

Another study of 103 post-
heart attack patients who re-
ceived an average of 353 mg 
of caffeine a day showed im-
provement in heart rate and 
no significant arrhythmias -- or 
abnormal heart rhythms, that 
cause the heart to beat too fast, 
slow or unevenly. 

However, in two studies, 
where patients drank at least 
10 cups and nine cups of coffee 
per day, showed an increased 
risk for ventricular arrhythmias 
(VAs) -- a condition in which 
the lower chambers of the heart 
(ventricles) beat very quickly.

On the other hand, patients 
with pre-existing heart con-
ditions who consumed two 
or more energy drinks -- that 
contains concentrated caffeine 
-- per day reported palpitations 
within 24 hours.

Dimapur, April 17 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Pradesh 
Mahila Congress Commit-
tee (NPMCC) on Tuesday 
staged a rally to protest 
what it stated was  the 
‘recent spate of rape and 
murder cases of women 
and minors and the BJP’s 
complicity over growing 
crimes including Unnao 
and Kathua rape cases’

The Nagaland unit of 
Congress issued a press 
release stating that the pro-
test was held outside the 
party’s Dimapur unit office. 
“Addressing the occasion at 
Dimapur DCC complex, N 
Lucy, president, NPMCC 
said the black day is being 
observed as women and 
children across the nation 
have lost freedom, safety 
and security. She said mer-
ciless rapes and barbaric 
mutilation and murders of 

Skymet predicts low monsoon rainfall 
for Nagaland and other NE states   

Substance over show: PDA govt. bans 
‘chief guest ’culture in Nagaland

Improved water supply to Kohima 
town in 45 days – Zhimomi
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low in east, northeast and south

SC upholds Centre's decision to scrap 
recruitment of IPS officers via LCE

Northeastern states asked to expedite computerisation of PDS 
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may cut stroke risk – study

Nagaland Congress’ women protest rape incidents
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The glow of one warm 
thought is to me worth 

more than money.

~  Thomas Jefferson
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Mirror Takes

Please be patient... We can't 
oppose everything now because 

some of the problems were 
created by us only. 

~ Arien

Mary Kom rubbishes retirement 
talk, dreams of Olympic gold |  P12

PM can’t face Lok Sabha for 
15 minutes – Rahul  |  P8

Court allows Salman Khan 
to travel abroad  |  P10

women and minors have 
increased under BJP whose 
complicity has rendered 

the country unsafe for 
women and children.

“Lucy said that today, 

the call today is ‘Justice for 
Asifa’ but cautioned that 
the same fate may befall 

anyone as the ruling BJP 
is doing nothing to de-
liver justice to the victims 

nor to improve safety and 
security to women and 
children. She said arrests 
in the recent cases high-
lighted in the media were 
made because of public 
outcry while BJP netas tried 
to shelter the accused and 
defended them with the 
national flag. Adding that 
the nation is no longer safe 
for women and children, 
she said the problem was 
compounded by the fear 
of social stigma leading 
to many cases going un-
reported,” the statement 
read.

Also addressing the 
event, Tiala Sapu, the work-
ing president of Dimapur 
District Mahila Congress 
Committee said though 
such incidents of grue-
some rape were reported 
in the media, many goes 
unreported. “She said the 

trend has degenerated 
into victimizing not only 
women but even minors in 
the most inhuman crimes 
for which the black day is 
being observed to extend 
solidarity with the victims 
and their families.

“Adding that the pro-
gramme is not a political 
movement but a move-
ment of humanity to show 
concern against the dec-
adence of social values 
and against the growing 
crimes being perpetrated 
agains women and minors 
across the nation. She fur-
ther called upon Mahila 
Congress workers to come 
forward in numbers and 
vehemently condemn the 
barbaric acts and appealed 
for increased safety and 
security to women and 
children,” the press release 
informed.

However, the weather models suggest 
lowest rainfall for East and Northeast region, 
keeping it at 95 percent, with only five per-
cent chance of excess rainfall.

"East India that comprises of Bihar, 
Jharkhand and West Bengal may see better 
rainfall than Assam, Meghalaya, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram and 
Tripura," the forecast said. 

For the south peninsula, the seasonal 
rainfall is likely tobe around 97 percent, with 
five percent chances of excess rainfall and 20 
percent below normal.

According to Skymet, few parts of south-
ern states are likely to see deficient rains this 
time. The forecast adds that Rayalaseema, 
south interior Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil 
Nadu may see some poor rainfall.

"Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, and Rayala-
seem are likely to see deficient rains in July 
and August," Mahesh Palwat, Director Sky-
met told IANS.

The northwest region is likley to recieve 
99 percent. 

"We expects that significant contribu-
tion would come from hilly states of Jammu 
and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and Ut-
tarakhand as compared to plains of Punjab, 
Haryana, Rajasthan and Delhi and NCR," 
Palawat said.

According to Skymet, monsoon could 
be delayed for the regions including Delhi, 
north Rajasthan, Haryana and Punjab. 

For the region, there are fiver percent 
chance of excess, 20 percent chance of 
above normal, ten percent chance of below 
normal, five percent chances of deficient 
and 60 percent chance of normal.

The average seasonal rainfall in India 
between 1951 to 2000 has been recorded 
at 89 cm. 

In 2017, the average seasonal rainfall 
over northwest India was 95 per cent, in 
central India 106 per cent, in southern pe-
ninsula 92 per cent and in northeast India 
89 per cent. 

IMD in October 2017 said that while 
72 per cent of the total area of the country 
received normal rainfall, 13 per cent area 
got excess rainfall and 15 per cent deficient 
seasonal rainfall. 
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Tobu youth hall abandoned for 
7 years: INR 83 lac. withdrawn

Mission awakening crusade: 
‘Knitted together in Christ’

Kma. village officers flay ‘character 
assassination’ on member

Zunheboto students conduct seminar

NSCW paid district Jail Tuensang a visit

Tuensang, Kiphire planning boards meet Education minister inaugurates 
polytechnic Sedum in Tuensang

Kohima health centre in tune with Swachh mission

NSCN /GPRN (R) suspends 2 members

Chakhroma GB mourns Chase’s demise

Students’ union serves 10 days ultimatum to construction agency

  A view of youth hall at Tobu left unattended.

Members of NSCW along with district jail officials during the visit to Tuensang district jail.

Temjen Imna Along and others during the inauguration of Polytechnic Sedum in Tuensang on April 11.

Awakening crusade being held at Vekuho new Baptist Church.

The children of Kohima Orphanage and Destitute Home presenting a special song during its 45th 
foundation day on April 16 in Kohima.  

Little bunch of joy

agency (Regd No. NPW/
CL-1/225) to present the 
detail report on the status 
of the youth hall construc-
tion at Tobu HQ within 
ten days to the union of-

fice and start execution of 
work within 20 days. 

Even after repeated 
reminders from different 
organizations, the union 
said that the concerned 

contractor was adamant 
to the queries raised. 

“The silence of the 
contractor towards the 
queries raised by the Tobu 
Town Students’ Union 

Dimapur, April 17 (EMN): A spiritual and 
mission awakening crusade was con-
ducted at Vekuho New Baptist Church 
from April 13-15, under the theme “Knit-
ted together in Christ – Mission.”

The crusade was organized by the 
Nagaland Missions Movement (NMM), 
the Missions department of Nagaland 
Baptist Church Council (NBCC) in col-
laboration with Sümi Baptist Akukuhou 
Küqhqkulu (SBAK) Nito Mount. Organiz-
ers updated about the event on Tuesday.

The speakers for the vent were Rev. 

Dr. Kethozelhou Keyho, general secre-
tary, NBCC; Rev. Andrew Semp, director, 
NMM; Rev. Khevihe Yeptho, director, 
Global Mission Asia; and Rev. Hukugha 
Zhimo, executive secretary, SBAK. 

Asheto Aye, DAO (PWD) Dimapur 
and Kavito Yepthomi, SDO Police project, 
Zunheboto brought greetings during the 
programme and Dr. Hokheto Zhimo, 
pastor of Surumi Baptist Church led the 
Bible study. More than 400 delegates 
from 67 churches under SBAK were said 
to have attended the programme.

Dimpur, April 17 (EMN): The Zunhe-
boto Range Students Union (ZRSU) 
has conducted a seminar for students 
of Class X and Class XII on April 14 at 
Town Hall in Zunheboto. The discourse 
was based on the theme ‘retrospect and 
reclaiming our future.’ Updates from 
the DIPR on Monday informed about 
the event.

Resource persons were principal of 
Emmanuel Hr. Sec School, Dr. Vihuto 
Assumi; Major LC Singh, 5th Assam Ri-
fles; and principal of Anderson Theolog-

ical College, Atoizu, Dr. Shitovi Yeptho.
The students were taught about set-

ting goals in various disciplines such as, 
secular, military and spiritual perspec-
tives. 

Speaking about the hard work, one 
of the resource persons said that, com-
petition in any discipline has become 
cut throat. The students were also re-
minded with the survival of the fittest 
where they need to endow with skills 
and knowledge to survive in competi-
tive world.

Dimapur, April 17 (EMN): As part of the 
Swachh Bharat Mission, Urban Primary 
Health Center of Kohima observed Swac-
chata Pakhwada (Cleanliness Fortnight) 
from April 1 to 15 at various wards in the 
town. The team carried out activities 
to create awareness on sanitation and 
hygiene. A press release from the DIPR 
informed about the event on Monday.

Health camp and sanitation drive 
was organized at Kezieke and Daklane 
on April 6 and 13th. Free consultation, 
medicines, basic laboratory tests, im-

munization, and family planning serv-
ices were being provided.

On April 11 and 12th Swachhta Hi 
Seva (Hindi for cleanliness is service) 
was observed at the Oriental College 
and Government Middle School at 
Seikhazou. 

The team had imparted the partici-
pants with training on standard clean-
ing practices, and patient care. It was 
stated that, over 500 participants took 
part in various activities during the 
campaign. 

D i m a p u r,  A p r i l  1 7 
(EMN):  The Kohima Vil-
lage Gazetted Officers’ 
Association (KVGOA) is 
hurt and disturbed by 
the news item—’NPF ac-
cuses PDA Government 
of misusing MGNREGA 
fund,’ appeared in local 
dailies on April 13.

The association has 
strongly condemned the 
‘character assassination’ 
of its former president 
and bonafide member L 
Kire, principal secretary 
of Rural department, who 
they stated is known to be 
an efficient and upright 
officer.

A press release from 
the association presi-
dent and general secre-
tary stated that under 
the guise of attacking 
the PDA Government, 
‘Kire has been made a 
scapegoat and certain 
unfounded serious al-

legations leveled against 
him.’

“For instance there is 
no question of favoritism 
or nepotism, when the 
said officer hails from 
Kohima village. On the 
contrary if as alleged he 
has been biased to Kuda 
village, one of the oldest 
settlements in Dimapur 
with a multi tribe or eth-
nicity composition, the 
public should be lauding 
his efforts for wanting 
to bring much needed 
development in Dimapur 
district, particularly the 
village through which 
one of the main arterial 
roads pass through—a 
lifeline for many deni-
zens of Dimapur town 
and not just the village 
in question,” the press 
release stated.

The KVGOA asserted 
that tarnishing the good 
image of the officer in 

media with unsubstanti-
ated allegations needs 
to be condemned by one 
and all.

Stating that the as-
sociation firmly stand by 
its member, the KVGOA 
cautioned any party, or-
ganisation or individuals 
not to resort to ‘character 
assassinate’  with false 
allegation in the future.

The association said 
responsible political par-
ty should refrain from 
‘setting dangerous prec-
edent of making personal 
accusations against an 
in-service officer, if only 
to take a shot against a 
rival party.’

A strong opposition 
can raise substantiated 
issues against the govern-
ment; however, KVGOA 
said it is not healthy to 
level personal attack 
against an individual gov-
ernment employee.

Dimapur, April 17 (EMN): The NSCN / GPRN (R) has 
informed that it has suspended two of its members 
with immediate effect on grounds of breach of national 
Ahza and party discipline, during the cabinet meeting 
on April 16. 

A press release by the group’s MIP stated that the 
action of ‘kilonser’ Zupeng Pochury have violated the 
norms enshrined in the party discipline under ‘clause 3 
(security), no. 4 and ‘dy. kilonser’ for violating the ‘party 
discipline’ mentioned in clause a (discipline), no. 9, 
clause c (security) no. 4, and also clause d (anti-social 
activities) no. 5.

The NSCN directed the suspended individuals to 
comply with the directive and submit the government’s 
property with immediate effect. It further requested all 
the concerned to not entertain the suspended in any 
matter pertaining to the affairs of the NSCN / GPRN (R).

Dimapur, April 17 (EMN): The Naga-
land State Commission for Women 
(NSCW) paid a visit to the district jail 
and women cell on April 13 in Tuen-
sang. The team was led by the chairper-
son of NSCW, Temsula Ao. 

In a press release from NSCW in-
formed the commission briefed the 
district jail inmates and women cell. 
The visit was made according to the 

directive of the National Commission 
for Women in New Delhi to collect first-
hand report about the conditions and 
infrastructure of the jail and women cell 
in the district. 

The commission’s aim and objective 
of the visit was to see the conditions and 
status of the district jail and women cell. 
The commission donated INR 5000 to 
the jail inmates, it informed.

Dimapur, April 17 (EMN): 
The Chakhroma Gaon 
Burahs’ Union (CGBU) 
has expressed sympathy 
over the demise of Ze-
neivi Chase, GB of Ru-
soma village. 

The union said Chase 
was a true leader, who 
had worked zealously for 
the people and strongly 
advocated for the correct 
interpretation and usage 
of Naga Customary Laws.

Lauding his tireless 
sacrifices,  the union 
said Chase had greatly 
contributed towards the 

welfare of the GB of Na-
galand in general and the 
Angamis in particular 
and added that his con-
tributions will always be 
cherished.

In his death, the un-
ion said it has lost a great 
fatherly figure that was 
always ready to assist 
with his knowledge and 
wisdom.

The union prayed 
for the departed soul to 
rest in eternal peace and 
also solace and comfort 
for the bereaved family 
members.

Dimapur, April 17 (EMN): 
Minister for Higher and 
Technical Education, Temjen 
Imna Along, inaugurated the 
government Polytechnic Se-
dum in Tuensang on April 11.  

According to DIPR re-
port, Along has expressed 

gratitude to the land owners 
for their contribution in con-
struction of the institution 
which he said will benefit the 
people of Tuensang. 

Stating that changes can-
not be brought by the gov-
ernment alone, the minister 

said every individual has a 
role to play for any successful 
establishment of new institu-
tions. 

The minister has urged 
the teaching faculties to be 
more sincere in perform-
ing their duties. He also re-

quested the land owners and 
district administration to be 
more vigil in case of land en-
croachment in future.

It was informed that the 
institution will offer civil en-
gineering as its course from 
this semester.

Dimapur, April 17(EMN):  
The Tuensang District Plan-
n i n g  a n d  De ve l o p m e n t 
Board (DPDB) conducted its 
monthly meeting on April 11 
in the deputy commissioner’s 
conference hall. The meet-
ing was presided over by the 
deputy commissioner of Tu-
ensang, L Jamithung Lotha. 
DIPR updated on Monday.

During the meeting, DC 
has lauded the district’s of-
ficers for the successful con-
duct of the previous general 
assembly election. He also 
reminded the Public Works 
department to inspect the 
ongoing roads and drainage 
repairing in the districts. 

The DC also announced 
the appointment of the Tu-
ensang DPDB chairman, 
Toshi Wungthung, advisor for 
State Council of Educational 
Research and Training, Infor-
mation and Public Relations, 
and Village Guard.

The DPDB of Kiphire held 
its monthly meeting on April 

15 at the deputy commis-
sioner’s conference hall in 
the district. 

Updates from the DIPR 
on Tuesday informed about 
the meeting. Apex tribal or-
ganisations of the district 
highlighted the shortcomings 
faced by the people in the 
area. They mentioned that, 
hospitals and educational 
system in the districts were 
deprived of proper mainte-
nance. 

The minister for Soil and 
Water Conservation, and Ge-
ology and Mining, V Kashiho 
Sangtam, has requested the 
Prabhari officer to frame spe-
cific programme that would 
be acceptable by the govern-
ment of India. He assured 
that, with the initiation of the 
Prabhari officer and the dis-
trict’s officers, the area can be 
‘declared as one of the most 
advanced districts by 2022.’

The district’s Prabhari 
officer, Sanjay Kumar has en-
couraged the people to join 

hands and work together so 
as to move forward together. 
He said that there are certain 
areas that cannot be taken 
care of by the state alone such 
as roads, drinking water and 
others. He requested the re-
spective department to make 
‘radical gap analysis and 
learn from the best practices 
which can be implemented.’

The meeting was fol-
lowed by the presentation of 
report from various depart-
ments such as Health and 
Family Welfare, Education, 
Public Works department 
(road and bridges), Agricul-
ture, district Rural Develop-
ment Agencies, Lead Bank, 
and Horticulture.

 The board also deliberat-
ed on the agendas submitted 
by the sub-divisional educa-
tion officer. It had agreed to 
recommend to the state gov-
ernment to register St. John 
School in Kiusam village, and 
to set up a primary school in 
Okhe village.

VBS teachers’ training
The Northeast India Vocational Bible School (NEI-VBS) has 
informed all the churches of NEI that the 19th VBS Christian 
education leadership, teacher training programme will be 
held at Discipleship Bible College at Signal Angami in Dimapur 
on June 7 -10. The pastors and executive secretaries were 
requested to send their church workers, Sunday school 
secretary, superintendent, teacher, VBS local director, child 
evangelism director, youth director, leader and interested 
students to attend the training. 

Perpetual profession of seven sisters 
The Catholic community of Viswema and the Sisters of the 
Little Flower of Bethany at St. Joseph Convent, Viswema 
has invited its well wishers to the perpetual profession of 
seven sisters of Bethany congregation at 10 am on April 21 
at St Joseph Church in Viswema. The Bishop of Kohima, Rev. 
James Thoppil, will be the main celebrant. It has informed 
that bus will be arranged. Pick up has been scheduled at 
8:30 am from BOC in Kohima.

NEWS IN BRIEF

(TTSU) at local newspa-
per several times directly 
reflects the ignorance over 
the concern raised by the 
student union,” the union 
stated.

The union gave a final 
call to the contractor and 
the implementing partner 
stating that no justification 
will be accepted if they fail 
to respond and act within 
the stipulated time.

It also warned that the 
union will not be held re-
sponsible if any untoward 
incident happen after the 
expiry of the notice.

Also, the students’ 
body has informed head 
of departments posted at 
Tobu headquaerter to be 
in station as TASU team 
will be visiting all the office 
under Tobu sub-division 
starting from May to re-
view the activities and pro-
grammes that are imple-
mented by departments.

Dimapur, April 17 (EMN): 
A construction for youth 
hall at Tobu which was 
sanctioned under SPA 
2009-11 with 24 months 
duration to complete the 
work has been abandoned 
for the past seven years. 

According to the RTI 
reports, a total amount of 
INR 83 lakh has been with-
drawn by the construction 
agency. This was stated in 
a press release received 
here on Tuesday from the 
Tobu Area Students’ Un-
ion (TASU) president and 
general secretary.

The students’ union 
sought explanation from 
the implementing partner 
where the amount with-
drawn has been utilized. 

The union demanded 
the constructing agency 
executive engineer PWD 
(H), Youth Resource and 
Sports and the contrac-
tor of NK Construction 
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Governor PB Acharya with representatives from universities, Bharat Scouts and Guides, Hindustan Scouts and Guides, Raj Sanik Board and 
NEZCC at Raj Bhavan, Kohima, on April 17.

(Left to right) Resource persons Vitsino Iralu, Juliana Medom and DEO Kohima, Piholi Swunetho seen 
during the Adolescence girls’ awareness’ programme’ at Kohima on April 17.

Teachers asked to be role model for adolescent girls

NDPP unit iterates justice against erring officials

Governor lays equal responsibility 
for success of flagship schemes

STATE

Dimapur, April 17 (EMN): Naga-
land governor, PB Acharya, has 
underlined that implementation 
of centre and state welfare flagship 
schemes is not only the responsi-
bility of the government agencies 
but also the responsibility of the 
empowering agencies like univer-
sities, colleges and schools. 

Acharya stated this while ad-
dressing a meeting with repre-
sentatives from various Universi-
ties in Nagaland, Bharat Scouts 
and Guides, Hindustan Scouts 
and Guides, Raj Sanik Board and 
NEZCC at Raj Bhavan, Kohima, on 
April 17.

Acharya explained that there 
are numerous schemes and wel-
fare programmes such as Jan Dhan 
Yoyana, Jeevan Yyoti Bima Yo-
jana, Sukanya Samriddhi Account, 
Mudra Bank, etc which are ben-
eficial for the welfare and uplift of 
the people. He however observed 
that most people are not aware of 
the various programmes, a press 
release by PRO to governor stated. 

The governor has called upon 
the offices to inspire the people 
in their institutions including 
student to be more aware of the 
schemes and to take advantage 
of them and to also disseminate 

information about these schemes 
in their areas. 

Also stressing on the impor-
tance of skill development, Ach-
arya urged the institutions to focus 
on making their students employ-
able and entrepreneurs. He fur-
ther stated that the Government 
of India has introduced Mudra 
schemes targeted for helping stu-
dents, especially from the weaker 
section of the society to become 
entrepreneurs.  

Acharya has urged the universi-
ties and institutions to play pro-
active role in shaping the future 
of the youth of Nagaland, adding 
that students, when they come 
out of universities and institutions, 
should be able to stand on their 
feet and make the economy of the 
state strong. He also called for im-
plementation of skill development 
courses in all institutions, which 
would prove beneficial for jobs, 
self-employment and empower-
ment of the students. 

The governor further stated 
that union minister of HRD, Pra-
kash Javadekar, has informed him 
on the introduction of National 
Academic Depository (NAD). He 
explained that NAD is a 27X7 on-
line store house of all academic 

awards duly digitised and lodged 
by institutions. He stated that NAD 
not only ensures easy access to 
and retrieval of an academic award 
but also validates and guarantees 
its authenticity and safe storage. 

Governor 
congratulates Sesino
Governor, PB Acharya, has con-
gratulated Sesino Yhoshu, di-
rector of the film, ‘The Pangti 
Story,’ on being awarded the best 
environment film including agri-
culture at the 65th National Film 
Awards 2018. 

The governor, in a message 
addressed to Sesino Yhoshu, stat-
ed that the prestigious National 
Award appropriately recognises 
the effort to motivate and edu-
cate the people about conserva-
tion. He hoped that the award 
would encourage her and her 
team to motivate and educate 
the people of Nagaland about 
conservation of nature, animals, 
birds and the environment.

He further wished Sesino and 
her team the best in their future 
endeavours. 

Dimapur, April 17 (EMN): 
The 8 Western Angami 
Assembly Constituency 
unit of the Nationalist 
Democratic Progressive 
Party (NDPP) has reiter-
ated demand for justice 
against officials involved 
in electoral mal-practices 
by awarding exemplary 
punishment as a deter-
rent so that such incident 
do not occur again in 
future.

The unit press release 
issued by its president, 
Vitsalhou Kesiezie, has 
appreciated the steps 
taken by the Election 
Commission of India and 
the state government for 
the disciplinary actions 
taken on the ADC and the 
RO of Tening assembly 
constituency by placing 
their services under ‘Sus-
pension’ for their alleged 
biased actions in favour 
of the then ruling party 
NPF candidate . 

It added that under 
Peren assembly constitu-
ency, people have yet 
to find justice in favour 
of the NDPP candidate 
pertaining to the gross in-
justice meted out against 
him by ill motivated and 
unscrupulous officials 
on duty.

It went on to state 
that under the 9-Kohima 
Town assembly constitu-
ency, the state witnessed 
a n o t h e r  u n h e a rd - o f 
electoral mal practice in 
which many duplicate 
voter identity slips just 
identical to the original 
ones were detected and 
seized from the posses-
sion of rival NPF party 
workers which ultimately 
compelled the authori-
ties to conduct re-poll. 

It stated that under 
the 8- Western Angami 
assembly constituency, 
the issue came to light 
after detection of atleast 
32 cases of forged postal 
ballots that were cast-
ed in the name of some 
NDPP party office bear-
ers, students, farmers and 

in the lives of the ado-
lescence as a role model, 
guide, facilitator and a 
friend to help them devel-
op a balanced personality.

With the change of 
time, she maintained that 
teachers should be trained 
and well aware of the so-
cial issues that are con-
fronting the society today 
and develop a ‘know-how’ 
to deal with those issues in 
the school campuses.

Emphasising on the 
importance of creating 
a girl friendly system in 
the school, Medom cited 
some real life incidents in 
the state wherein girl stu-
dents were discriminated 
by the teachers themselves 
resulting in drop-outs.

Towards this end, Me-
dom asserted that teach-
ers cannot simply close 
their eyes to the issue 
and be contented only to 
complete the school cur-
riculum. Rather, she said 
teachers, as a facilitator, 

guide and friend can help 
the young adolescents to 
explore self-belief, perse-
verance and resilience.

Stressing on the need 
to educate girl child, she 
stated her belief that per-
haps, educating adoles-
cent girls may be the only 
way to put an end to the 
seemingly never-ending 
cycle of issues like, drop-
outs, low attendance, low 
age of marriage and low 
status of women.

She also presented a 
brief introduction on ‘Beti 
Bachao Beti Padhao,’ a 
social campaign of the 
Government of India that 
aims to prevent gender 
biased sex selective elimi-
nation, ensure survival 
and protection of the girl 
child and ensure educa-
tion and participation of 
the girl child.

Medom informed that 
BBBP was first taken up in 
Longleng district, which 
has been identified as the 

gender critical district in 
the state. Subsequently, 
SRCW has been providing 
technical and coordina-
tion support to the district 
administration towards 
implementation of BBBP 
scheme.

She further informed 
that BBBP will be taken 
up in Mon, Wokha, Peren, 
Mokokchung and Phek 
in collaboration with the 
district administration of 
the concern districts.

Speaking in brief on 
‘career support for girls’ 
Vitsino Iralu, a lawyer, pre-
sented a list and guidelines 
on various career options, 
which she hoped might 
help in preparing and 
equip them as they gradu-
ate from school.

The programme was 
chaired by assistant DEO, 
Kohima, Kepelhuzo Ter-
hüja, while the vote of 
thanks was proposed by 
DEO, Kohima, Piholi Swu-
netho.

Every Year with you is better than the 
last, thank you for that sweetheart 
have a great Happy B’day to you 

From your Hubby Chumben 
D-5274 

D-5279 
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Kohima Bureau
Kohima, April 17 (EMN): 
Taking into consideration 
over the prevailing rate of 
school dropouts among 
the girls in schools, the 
District Education Office, 
Kohima, has organised 
‘Adolescence girls’ aware-
ness’ programme on April 
17 in the deputy commis-
sioner’s conference hall. 

Adolescence is con-
sidered as one of the most 
challenging stages of hu-
man life. A significant 
transitional phase from 
childhood to adulthood 
– adolescence is a time of 
both discovery as well as 
disorientation, a crucial 
stage where they need the 
support, encouragement 
and guidance from adults 
the most.

Speaking as the re-
source person, assistant 
state coordinator of State 
Resource Centre for Wom-
en Development (SRCW), 
Juliana Medom, explained 
in detail the various stages 
and aspects of adolescent 
development – physical, 
social, emotional, intel-
lectual, behavioural and 
moral.

Stating that adolescent 
years present a challenge 
for the parents, children 
and teachers, Medom, 
while addressing a host 
of head teachers from 
government schools un-
der Kohima district, said 
teachers play a crucial role 

even deceased persons. 
It claimed that all those 
living persons against 
whom forged postal bal-
lots were casted were de-
nied from exercising their 
franchise. It compelled 
the aggrieved voters to file 
FIR with the North Police 
Station Kohima, while 
the NDPP candidate as 
well the party submitted 
representations to the DC 
and the RO Kohima and 
also to the Chief Elec-
toral Officer Nagaland 
with copy endorsed to the 
Election Commission of 
India for redressal of their 
grievances.

Stat ing that  chief 
electoral officer and the 
deputy commissioner 
were fully aware, the unit 
stated that it is keenly 
observing on the steps 
being taken or will be 
taken by the concerned 
authorities regarding the 
issue raised by them.

The unit has urged 
the competent author-
ity to address the issue 

and deliver justice in full 
measure without further 
delay failing which it cau-
tioned that the whole 
responsibility would be 

borne by on the Deputy 
Commissioner, Kohima, 
under whose office all 
these corrupt practices 
took place.
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Paddy cum Fish cultivation fields of Purul village in Manipur’s Senapati district (The 
picture was taken last year)
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AUDCSU members staging a protest rally at Assam University Diphu Campus on April 17.

 MIRROR CROSSWORD 1792SUD0KU 1632
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

ACROSS
1. In a way, played
4.	 Used	for	insect	sterilization
8. Obeahs
12. Assemblage
13.  Opaque gem
14.  Dada
15.  A widely occurring iron oxide ore
17.  Type and only genus of the 

family Esocidae
18.  African antelopes
19.		An	open	skin	infection
21.  Cans
23.  Monetary units
26.  All right
29.		Disrespectful
31.  Bog
32.  Demeter
33.  Snout
34.		Affrays
36.  A way to wrap
37.  Trade
38.  Large genus of erect or climbing 

prickly shrubs
40.		Form	of	matter	soon	after	the	

Big Bang
42.  Gasoline jelled with aluminum 

soaps
46.  Lowest part of a structure
48.  Domain
50.  Ruler
51.  Island north of Guam
52.		A	continuous	portion	of	a	circle
53.		Full	of	activity
54.  Remain as is
55.		Own	(Scottish)	
DOWN
1.  Urban center
2.  A blue dye obtained from plants
3.  Fallow deer

4.		 Round	painting
5.  Happenings
6.		 A	way	to	deliver	a	stroke	

to
7.  Brews
8.  Serious musics
9.  Base line
10.		 Initial	public	offering
11. Single-reed instrument
16.  Sole
20.  Type genus of the 

Otididae
22.  More dried-up

24.		Affirm
25. The compass point that 

is one point east of 
southeast

26.  Kills
27.  Chadic language
28.		The	abstract	separation	

of a whole into its 
constituent	parts	for	
study

30.		To	fill	with	sound	
32.  Container for shipping
35.  Herb of Europe and 

temperate Asia
36.  Solid ground
39.  Anwar __, former 

Egyptian	statesman
41.		Mutilates
43.		Maidservant
44.  Italia
45.		A	ceremonial	staff	

displayed as a symbol of 
authority

46.  Founder of Babism
47.		A	Dalton	(Physics)
49.  Crib
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Scholar recommends IFS 
to double farmers’ income 

AUDCSU stage protest in Diphu 

Railway official shows the way 

Sikkim on way to achieve 100% literacy — Chamling
17 protestors injured in Manipur Meghalaya ranks 4th 

in cancer cases in NE

Assam indigenous groups oppose 
amendment to Citizenship Act

Our Correspondent
Imphal, April 17 (EMN): Well 
designed Integrated Farming 
System (IFS) based on the re-
spective locations can play a key 
role in realising Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s vision to double 
farmers’ income by 2022 in the 
North Eastern hill states.

“For successful implementa-
tion of the IFS in the region, we 
need quality seeds including 
climate resilient ones, planting 
materials, rain water harvesting 
etc,” says Prof. M Premjit, Vice 
Chancellor of Central Agricultur-
al University (CAU) Iroishemba 
in Manipur. 

“We’ve even submitted a re-
search based strategies on imple-
mentation of IFS in NE hill states 
to the concerned authority.”

IFS is a farming practice 
meant for all-round develop-
ment of agriculture with animal 
husbandry and other occupa-
tions related to core agricultural 
practices. IFS can be taken up 
with fishery and piggery along 
with rice cultivation or fishery 
with vegetable and rice based on 
the locations of the fields as it has 
the capability to make the sector 
profitable.

“But the government alone 
cannot provide quality seeds 
for successful implementation 
of IFS considering the lack of 
assured irrigation in region. Pro-
viding irrigation will take time. 

Even if irrigation facilities are 
provided in the valley, it would 
be a difficult in hills except the 
rainwater harvest (or spring wa-
ter harvest),” Prof Premjit said.

Considering the demand of 
quality seeds, scientists of CAU 
in collaboration with the farmers 
have taken up some initiatives 
in Andro area and produced 
150-170 metric tonnes of qual-
ity (paddy) seeds for supply 
purposes.

“It is appropriate to introduce 
in the region considering the ex-
isting small land holding systems. 
It is also suitable on the foothills 
too,” Prof Premjit added.

“CAU is also making some 
IFS models in our university’s 
land by making ponds etc. Our 
initiatives in collaboration with 
the farmers also taken up in An-
dro area and produced 150-170 
metric tonnes of quality (paddy) 
seeds to supply,” he said.

Sharing a similar feeling, 
Prof. Ratan Kumar Saha, Director 
of Extension Education, admit-
ted that IFS can be a major op-
tion to increase farmers’ income 
in the region if the farmers have 
the quality cultivation materials 
and other scientific methods. 
The university has seen many 
success stories in Tripura, where 
fish production increased from 
108-686 per cent and rice pro-
duction to the tune of 27 per 
cent.

Prof. Ratan Kumar also in-
formed that IFS can help in 
reducing the jhum cultivation ar-
eas in the region as well consid-
ering its potentials. Manipur’s to-
tal jhum area is said to be around 
1,22,147 ha in 2017, according 
to Manipur Remote Sensing Ap-
plication Centre. About four lakh 
families practice jhum cultiva-
tion covering land area approxi-
mately 3,86,300 ha annually in 
the North East region.

In the recently concluded 
Indian Science Congress at Ma-
nipur University, UK Behera, 
Dean of College of Agriculture, 
CAU, Meghalaya, said IFS can 
be a powerful tool to double 
farmers’ income and improve 
their lives.

It may be mentioned that the 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
government at centre has set a 
target of doubling the farmers’ 
income by 2022.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, April 17 (EMN): Decrying the 
alleged indifferent attitude of the gov-
ernment, members of the Assam Uni-
versity Diphu Campus Students’ Union 
(AUDCSU) have staged a protest rally by 
blocking entry to the main gate of the 
campus on April 17 at around 10 a.m. 

AUDCSU has demanded immedi-
ate establishment of Controller of Ex-
amination (CoE) office branch in Assam 
University Diphu Campus (AUDC). It 
has also demanded establishment of de-
partments like Chemistry, Mathematics, 
Biotechnology, Education, Economic, 
Law, Sociology, Mass Communication, 
Tourism and Microbiology in the cam-
pus. Besides, it has demanded immedi-
ate appointment of Deputy Registrar, 
Assistant Registrar, Section Officer, Lab 
Attendant, System Analyst, Personal 
Assistant and other vacant posts and 
naming the AUDC Central Library in the 
name of Bonglong Terang, a renowned 
writer of Karbi Anglong.

Talking to the media persons, AUD-
CSU general secretary, Sarkangthim 
Rongpi, informed that the union had 
withdrawn their strike following assur-

ance made by the Pro Vice Chancellor 
(PVC), Prof. Sivasis Biswas after he had 
made a telephonic conversation with 
Vice Chancellor (VC) of Assam Univer-
sity, Silchar, Prof. Dilip Ch. Nath regard-
ing the matter.

He added that the union officials 
would hold a meeting with the Vice 
Chancellor of Assam University, Prof. 
Dilip Ch. Nath, who had assured to visit 
the campus on April 18.

The strike, which lasted about one 
and half hours, came to a close following 
intervention by the Pro Vice Chancellor 
Prof. Sivasis Biswas, who assured to look 
into their grievances.

Mention may be made here that 
the Assam University Diphu Campus 
(AUDC) was established in 2007 with 
just only six departments since its incep-
tion. It is the only University in the hills 
district of Karbi Anglong where students 
from various communities in the region 
could pursue their higher studies. Since 
the campus is under the administration 
of Assam University, Silchar, various stu-
dents body of the region have demanded 
for full fledged campus since the incep-
tion of the campus.

Dimapur, April 17 (EMN): In an exem-
plary show of dedication to duty and 
honesty, Md. Jahid, a Travelling Ticket 
Inspector (TTI) of Katihar division of 
NF Railway, found a wallet full of cash 
belonging to a passenger of 15959 Up 
Howharh – Dibrugarh Kamrup Express, 
which was returned in full on April 12. 

Describing the incident, Tarun Kedia 
of Kolkata, who was travelling in B-1 
coach of the train, said that he had left 
the wallet in the toilet of his coach in the 
morning of April 12 unmindfully. Later, 
when he discovered that he had lost the 
wallet, he searched for it but could not 
find it. About an hour later when the 
train was standing at Telta station, the 
TTI Md. Jahid came to him and handed 
over the wallet with the entire amount of 
money intact. 

There was INR 23,000 in the wallet, 
Kedia said and praised the TTI and Rail-
ways for the pleasant experience.

According to Md. Jahid, he was on 
duty from Malda to New Jalpaiguri on 

that day. A lady passenger approached 
him at Telta station, who had found the 
wallet in the toilet. There was a Voter’s ID 
Card inside the wallet and some cash, he 
said. With the help of the name on the 
ID Card, he located the passenger’s seat 
number from the Reservation Chart that 
he carried. He then located the passen-
ger in the coach and after ascertaining 
his identity and satisfying himself of the 
ownership of the wallet, he handed over 
the wallet to the passenger. 

Md. Jahid remarked that it was a 
satisfying experience to serve people 
with honesty as the accolades showered 
on him by the passengers would be the 
most valuable treasure of his life. The 
general manager of NF Railway, Sanjive 
Roy, has highly appreciated the gesture 
of Md. Jahid saying his act would in-
spire all the hardworking employees of 
railway.

This was stated in a press release 
issued by Pranav Jyoti Sharma, chief 
public relations officer.

Gangtok, April 17 (PTI): 
Sikkim Chief Minister 
Pawan Kumar Chamling 
has said that the Hima-
layan state is headed to-
wards achieving 100 per 
cent literacy.

Addressing a pub-
lic meeting, during his 
ongoing 32-day tour of 
the state, in the East dis-
trict yesterday, Chamling 
said his government has 
given top priority to edu-
cation and ensured that 

students from poor fami-
lies get access to quality 
education.

“Sikkim is steadily 
moving towards being 
a 100 per cent literate 
state,” Chamling said.

Chamling said that 
his government has set 
up 26 colleges and seven 
universities in the past 
two years to provide 
quality education to stu-
dents.

A medical college and 

a veterinary college will 
be set up in the state 
and Sikkimese students 
will be given free educa-
tion in these colleges, the 
chief minister said.

“We are also coming 
up with our own state uni-
versity,” Chamling said.

“ T h e  p u r p o s e  o f 
education should be to 
become good human 
beings for which the stu-
dents must change their 
mindset,” he added.

New Delhi, April 17 (PTI): Sixteen 
indigenous groups of Assam today 
told a joint committee of parlia-
mentarians that the proposed 
Citizenship (Amendment) Bill will 
violate the idea of secularism of 
the Constitution by distinguishing 
illegal immigrants on the basis of 
religion.

The groups also said it will 
threaten the existence of the ethnic 
communities in the state.

The groups told the Joint Com-
mittee on the Bill to amend the 
Citizenship Act, 1955, headed by 
BJP MP Rajendra Agrawal, that the 
proposed Bill to grant citizenship 
to the Hindu Bangladeshis is totally 
unacceptable to the ethnic com-
munities and the people of Assam.

“The proposed Bill violates the 
very idea of secularism of our Con-
stitution. The Bangladeshis, the 
illegal immigrants, must not be dif-
ferentiated on the basis of religion. 
All post-1971 illegal immigrants 
must be expelled irrespective of 
their religion as per the Assam Ac-
cord,” All Bodo Students’ Union, 
president, Promod Boro said at a 
press conference.

Boro said under no circum-
stances the ethnic communities 
and the people of Assam will agree 
with the purpose and content of 
the proposed Bill.

“The proposed Bill will destroy 
or exterminate the indigenous ST, 
SC and other ethnic communi-
ties of Assam and will reduce the 

indigenous people of the state into 
minorities,” he said.

Predicting a “vigorous mass 
movement” against the proposed 
Bill, secretary general of the All As-
sam Tribal Sangha Aditya Khaklari 
said if it is passed by Parliament, it 
will disturb the peaceful environ-
ment of Assam and will encourage 
fresh illegal infiltration into the 
state. 

Introduced in the Lok Sabha, 
the Citizenship Amendment Bill, 
2016, seeks to allow illegal migrants 
from certain minority communi-
ties in Afghanistan, Bangladesh 
and Pakistan eligible for Indian 
citizenship by amending the Citi-
zenship Act of 1955.

It seeks to allow illegal migrants 

belonging to the Hindu, Sikh, 
Buddhist, Jain, Parsi or Christian 
communities coming from Af-
ghanistan, Bangladesh or Pakistan 
to not be imprisoned or deported.

It also appeals for the mini-
mum years of residency in India to 
apply for citizenship to be lessened 
from at least 11 to six years for such 
migrants. 

The Bill, however, does not 
extend to illegal Muslim migrants. 

The proposed amendments 
are not acceptable to the indige-
nous groups from Assam as it con-
tradicts the Assam Accord of 1985, 
which clearly states that illegal 
migrants who entered India after 
March 25, 1971, would be deported 
irrespective of their religions.

Imphal, April 17 (IANS): At least 
17 persons including women 
were injured in a police action 
on Monday night while taking 
part in a protest demanding 
the construction of a hospital at 
Khundrakpam in Imphal East 
district of Manipur, police said 
on Tuesday. 

According to reports, the 
protesters were demanding the 
construction of the hospital in 
Sagolmang area, while the state’s 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-led 
government is believed to be 
giving final touches to a plan to 
construct the same in Keirao 
constituency of the state.

The police resorted to a cane-
charge and used tear gas shells to 

disperse the crowd, which left 17 
persons injured.

Chief minister N Biren Singh 
said: “The government had 
planned some years ago to con-
struct the hospital at Sagolmang. 
However, since a land dispute 
arose there, it was decided that 
the proposed hospital would be 
shifted to the Keirao constitu-
ency.” T Lokeswor, a congress 
MLA and a former speaker said: 
“If there is a land dispute ob-
structing the construction of the 
hospital, the government should 
put out documents in the public 
domain.”

Some activists felt that the 
people of the constituency and 
the neighbouring areas should 

not be punished in this man-
ner simply because the elected 
representative belongs to the 
opposition Congress.

Monday’s torchlight proces-
sion of thousands of persons, 
who walked over 15 km, is the 
second such protest in the re-
cent past.

S Yaiskul, convener of the 
joint action committee oppos-
ing the plan to shift the hospital, 
said: “Majority of the people in 
the Khundrakpam constituency 
are below the poverty line. They 
can’t afford the medical bills for 
quality treatment in Manipur 
or other states. We shall not rest 
till the government reverts its 
decision.”

Shillong, April 17 (PTI): The North East 
has the highest number of cancer cases 
in the country and Meghalaya ranks 
below Mizoram, Arunachal Pradesh and 
Manipur in the region, the Meghalaya 
Assembly was informed today.

People are much aware of cancer 
now and are coming forward for detec-
tion, timely treatment and this has led 
to the increase in cancer cases being 
registered, Health Minister A L Hek said.

Since 2012, 7207 cancer patients 
have registered with the cancer depart-
ment of the Shillong Civil Hospital here, 
the minister said. He said a total of 1994 
cancer patients have availed insurance 
cover worth over INR 1.2 crore under the 
Meghalaya Health Insurance scheme 
launched in three phases since 2012.
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MGMHSS conducts orientation programme

Rights activist seeks 
accessibility of 
websites to PwDs

Members of Ememei Drivers’ Union Kohima (EDUK) were seen at the silver jubilee celebration at Naga Solidarity Park, Kohima, on April 14. Former president Mao Hoho 
Nagaland, Ashikho Dili, was the chief guest and president Mao Union Kohima, Loli Athikho, was the guest of honour.

Celebrating milestone achievement

Dimapur, April 17 (EMN): To remove 
digital barriers that are discriminatory 
against People with Disabilities (PwDs) 
and ensuring equal accessibility to tech-
nology in the state, disability rights activ-
ist and member of National Committee 
on Rights of Persons with Disabilities & 
National Disability Network, Diethono 
Nakhro, has sought the support and ac-
tion from the Information Technology 
and Community department towards 
web accessibility and digital inclusion of 
People with Disabilities in the state.

In a letter to the commissioner and 
secretary of IT&C, Nakhro has voiced an 
urgent need for the state government 
to ensure accessibility of websites and 
documents to work towards achieving 
the vision of Accessible India Campaign 
at the state level.

In this regard, she has suggested the 
department to take the following steps at 
the earliest:

1. Web accessibility in the E-Govern-
ance or IT policy of the state: She has 
suggested the state government to en-
sure that all websites, mobile apps and 
e-governance portals developed to be 
compliant with Web Content Accessibil-
ity Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0 – Level AA by 
the W3C.

2. Procurement of IT Services: En-
sure that all tenders and RFPs by the 
state are included in the websites, mo-
bile apps and e-governance portals and 
comply with the Web Content Accessi-
bility Guideline 2.0 – Level AA.

3. Implementation Planning: Cre-
ating a state level implementation plan 
on how the websites, mobile apps and 
e-governance portals in the state will 
adopt and implement accessibility

4. Monitoring: The state government 
must monitor the implementation of 
accessibility of website, mobile apps, e-
governance portals.

5. Training: Ensure that key person-
nel handling IT & websites in various 
departments are trained in accessibility 
standards and guidelines.

She stated that web accessibility 
must encompass all disabilities that af-
fect access to the web including audi-
tory, cognitive, neurological, physical, 
speech, and visual.

She has also made reference to news 
reports of the 51st Annual Report of the 
Nagaland Public Service Commission 

(NPSC) which stated that NPSC is the 
first Public Service Commission (PSC) in 
India to successfully implement fully on-
line application and payment of fee for 
civil service (Preliminary) examination 
under the National e-Governance Plan 
(NeGP).

She, however, stated that a look at its 
website http://www.npsc.co.in/ showed 
it was not WCAG compliant, which 
means that information and services 
being provided through their website 
cannot be accessed by people with vari-
ous disabilities. She stated that denial of 
accessibility is discriminatory and com-
pletely unacceptable.

She mentioned that today Govern-
ment of India is focusing on digital inclu-
sion of citizens and moving to providing 
information and government schemes 
and services online. One example is the 
application for a passport for which citi-
zens now need to go online. The govern-
ment has an estimated 6500 websites that 
people with disabilities need access to. 

India has ratified the United National 
Convention on the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities (UNCRPD) wherein 
under Article 9 – it is critical to make in-
formation and communication technol-
ogy accessible to people with disabilities. 
The new Rights of Persons with Dis-
abilities Act 2016 (RPWD Act 2016) has 
also come into force on April 19, 2017 
wherein it is laid down in Chapter VIII 
Section 42 that the appropriate govern-
ment shall take measures to ensure that 
(i) all contents available in audio, print 
and electronic media are in accessible 
format; (ii) persons with disabilities have 
access to electronic media by providing 
audio description, sign language inter-
pretation and close captioning.

In addition, the government has 
launched the Accessible India (Sugamya 
Bharat) campaign wherein the govern-
ment has a target to make 50% of all 
government websites accessible at the 
centre and the states by 2019. She fur-
ther stated that 50% of the documents 
published online also need to be made 
accessible. 

In the light of the above stated cir-
cumstances, Nakhro has sought the sup-
port and action of the commissioner and 
secretary IT&C towards ensuring web 
accessibility and digital inclusion of peo-
ple with disabilities in the state.

The result of the LDA-cum-Computer Assistant post has been declared & 
placed below based on the merit of written Examination, Computer test 
and Viva-Voce held on 23rd March 2018 and 27th March 2018 respectively.

This has the approval of the Government vide order No. HTE/TE/8-
104/2017 Dated Kohima 4th April 2018 based on the recommendation of 
the Department recruitment board.

S.NO NAME INSTITUTE
1. PELEKHRIENUO ZHALE GOVT. POLYTECHNIC SEITHEKEMA, DIMAPUR
2. LIMATOSHI JAMIR GOVT. POLYTECHNIC TSUNAZHO, PHEK
3. LUNSO (BT) GOVT. POLYTECHNIC SEDEM, TUENSANG

Sd/-
(Er. Arjun Singh)

Director
Issued by DIPR

Result for LDA –Cum-Computer Assistant post
NO.DTE/ESTT-NP-13/2017  Dated, Kohima the 10th April 2018

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF TECHNICAL EDUCATION

NAGALAND::KOHIMA

K
G

-2
46
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Whereas, Shri. Y.N. HENLY PHOM of PONGO Village 
has applied for issue of Succession Certificate to 
Operate/Draw/Transfer/Withdraw the securities in 
respect of late Kumari Y. ROSEMARRY PHOM. Who 
expired on 20.01.2018. 

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file 
claims/ objection. If any, within one month from the 
date of issue of this notice. 

Sd/-
(JOHN TSULISE SANGTAM) 

Deputy Commissioner 
Longleng: Nagaland 

OBJECTION NOTICE 
No. LLG/ JUD/ SUC/ 2009-10/ 842/ Dated, Longleng the 27th March 2018. 

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 

LONGLENG : NAGALAND 
D

-5
27
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GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/90/2018- Dated Kohima, the 13th April, 2018

OBJECTION NOTICE
Whereas Smti. AKHALA wife of late Nizheto Awomi, Joint Director, Youth Resources & Sports Deptt. 
Nagaland resident of Daklane Colony, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under 
the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/ withdraw/ operate/ transfer his/her Late husband- 
Family Pension; GPF; GIS; Leave Encashment; Gratuity; State Bank of India, Main Branch Kohima A/C 
No. 20059294298; Nagaland Rural Bank, Kohima Main Branch A/C No. 9900049628-4; Axis Bank, 
Dimapur Branch A/C No. 911010024362742 & SBI Life Smart Wealth Builder, Policy No. 1K0 48659 
607. Who expired on 04-10-2017.Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if 
any within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/- (T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima : Nagaland KG

-2
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GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/93/2018-III Dated Kohima, the 4th April 2018

OBJECTION NOTICE
Whereas Shri. VIKEKUL TEPA Husband of Late. Lopongole Tepa,  resident of 
Tsiepfü Tsiepfhe Upper Sector Colony, Kohima  has applied for issue of Succession 
Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/ withdraw/ 
operate/ transfer his/her Late Wife- Post Office Saving Bank, Kohima A/C No. 
118491. Who expired on 14/01/2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if any within 1 
(one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/- (T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima : Nagaland KG
-2

46
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GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/93/2018-III Dated Kohima, the 4th April 2018

OBJECTION NOTICE
Whereas Shri. MHASIZOLIE KEZO son of Late. Zeneilhou Kezo,  resident of Naga 
Hospital Colony has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian 
Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/ withdraw/ operate/ transfer his/her Late 
father-State Bank of 

India, Main Branch Kohima A/C No. 36824534247. Who expired on 25/03/2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if any within 1 

(one) month from the date of issue of this notice.
Sd/- (T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima : Nagaland KG

-2
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GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/91/2018-II Dated Kohima, the 28th March, 2018 

OBJECTION NOTICE
Whereas Shri. N. MEDEO H/o LATE. KERENGU-U, Pensioner resident of Kitsubozou, 
Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession 
Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/ transfer his/her Late wife- Pension P.O 
No. 111507180 of Treasury Kohima (North). Bank A/C No.20060713557 SBI Main 
Branch, Kohima.  Who expired on 28-02-2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if any within 1 
(one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/- (T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima : Nagaland KG
-2

46
8

No. M-77/18/458-59 Notice is hereby given that Smti. 
Magdeline Ezung -Vrs- Smti. Rose Yanthan resident of Police 
Colony Town/Village  in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under 
Rule 50 & 51 Assam land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied 
for Mutation of land described in the schedule below :-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & 
should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 17/05/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Smti. Magdeline Ezung
Village/Block No: 11, Patta No: 70
Dag No: 13,177&18, Area: 01B-00K-11Ls
North: Concrete Wall, Wopansao Kikon, South: Smti. Magdeline 
Ezung, East: Smti. Magdeline Ezung, West: Approach Road

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt.Dimapur the 17th April 18

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

NOTICE

D-5277 

NO.M-76/18/493-94 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti. 
Vepelo Z Nuh -Vrs- Khrozo Nuh resident of Pudumpukhuri, H/
No.19 Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under 
Rule 50 & 51 Assam land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied 
for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & 
should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 17/05/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Vepelo Z Nuh
Village/Block No: Pudumpukhuri, Patta No: 289
Dag No: 1320/1537, Area: 0B-1K-13Ls
North: Plot of Shri. Visedelie Angami, South: Plot of Smti. Aren Ao 
East: Plot of Shri. Meyel Naleo, West: Plot of Shri. Meyel Naleo

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 17th April’ 18

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

NOTICE

D-5278

In the court of Smti- Sara S. Jamir 
Additional Deputy Commissioner Dimapur Nagaland

Whereas application under succession Act 1925 for 
grant of Succession Certificate for the estate of Late Chuna 
Bahadur Gurung @ Padam Bahadu Deseased, has been 
filed by Shri/Smti Dhan Maya @ Den Maya relation wife 
R/o H/No.38,Army Supply Road to draw his/her family 
pension, Bank Acct etc, who expire on 31.12.2017.

Notice is hereby given that any person having interest 
in the administration of the estate of the said deceased, 
may if he/she so desires appear in this court within 30 
days, on the said day of 11/05/18.

Given under hand and seal of the court this 10 day of 
4/18.

NOTICE INVITATING OTHER CLAIMENTS TO REPRESENTATION TO COME 
FORWARD (SECTION 375 OF THE INDIAN SUCCESSION ACT 1925)

Sd/-  
Addl. Deputy Commissioner 

Dimapur: Nagaland
D-5276

Regd. No. 413/18,   Date: 21/03/2018
I, Mr. S. Wilson Singh S/o. Shri. S. Ranjit Singh resident of H/No.142 
Duncan Bosti, Dist. Dimapur: Nagaland, Pin-797112, do hereby solemnly 
affirm and declare.
1. That I am a Bonafide citizen of India and my name has been wrongly 

entered as ‘Wilson’, or S. Wilson Singh, in all my educational documents, 
Official Documents that from now onwards I declare my name as Soibam 
Wilson Singh for all my future purpose and also.

2. That My Father’s name is also wrongly entered as Ranjit Singh, in all my 
educational documents, Official Documents, and from now onwards 
My Father’s name should be used as Soibam Ranjit Singh for all future 
purpose.

Sworn before me Deponent
Notary Public 

AFFIDAVIT DECLARATION

D-5275

National Highways & Infrastructure Development Corporation Limited
(Ministry of Road Transport & Highways, Govt of India)

General Manager (Projects)
Branch Office - Dimapur, Nagaland

Behind City Tower Building, NST Colony
Email: nhidcldmp@outlook.com

Telephone: 03862-248537

Bid Notice for  Hiring of Vehicle on Monthly Basis for NHIDCL, Site 
Office Tuli (Mokokchung District), Nagaland -  Mahindra Bolero 
SUV 4 Wheel Drive/ All Wheel Drive/ 4X4 (4WD/AWD) with Air 

Conditioning system or equivalent

BUILDING INFRASTRUCTURE, BUILDING THE NATION

Bid Security                       :     Rs. 10, 000/-
Cost of Bid Document    :     Rs. 500/-
Time Period                      :     Two Years
1. Sealed Bid are invited from established, experienced and reputed agencies having 

adequate experience in the work mentioned above.
2. The blank BoQ with Terms and Conditions for the above may be obtained from the 

office of the undersigned from 18/04/2018 (9:00 Hours) to 07/05/2018 (upto 12:00 
Hours) and website www.nhidcl.com. The cost of Bid Document will be Rs. 500/- 
(Five Hundred) only and will be paid in the form of Demand Draft in favour of Nation-
al highways & Infrastructure Development Corporation Limited payable at Dimapur, 
Nagaland upto 08/05/2018.

3. The duly filled bid in sealed envelope shall be submitted in the office of the under-
signed upto 12:00 Hours on 08/05/2018 and bid will be opened on 08/05/2018 at 
15:00 Hours by Evaluation Committee constituted for this purpose in the presence 
of intending bidders.

Mode of applying:
1. Online @ www.nhidcl.com in the tender section.
2. Offline through branch office, Dimapur.

For further details please visit - www.nhidcl.com 
NOTE: Any changes or amendment to this notice will be posted on the above website only.

DG-737

National Highways & Infrastructure 
Development Corporation Limited

(A Govt. of India Undertaking)

National Highways & Infrastructure Development Corporation Limited
(Ministry of Road Transport & Highways, Govt of India)

General Manager (Projects)
Branch Office - Dimapur, Nagaland

Behind City Tower Building, NST Colony
Email: nhidcldmp@outlook.com

Telephone: 03862-248537

Bid Notice for Hiring of Accommodation for opening of Site Office 
cum guest house (Manager/Site Engineer Level) of NHIDCL at Tuli 

(Distt. Mokokchung), in the State of Nagaland.

BUILDING INFRASTRUCTURE, BUILDING THE NATION

Bid Security                       :     Rs. 10, 000/-
Cost of Bid Document    :     Rs. 500/-
Time Period                      :     Two Years
1. Sealed Bid are invited from established, experienced and reputed agencies having 

adequate experience in the work mentioned above.

2. The blank BoQ with Terms and Conditions for the above may be obtained from the 
office of the undersigned from 18/04/2018 (9:00 Hours) to 07/05/2018 (upto 12:00 
Hours) and website www.nhidcl.com. The cost of Bid Document will be Rs. 500/- 
(Five Hundred) only and will be paid in the form of Demand Draft in favour of Nation-
al highways & Infrastructure Development Corporation Limited payable at Dimapur, 
Nagaland upto 08/05/2018.

3. The duly filled bid in sealed envelope shall be submitted in the office of the under-
signed upto 12:00 Hours on 08/05/2018 and bid will be opened on 08/05/2018 at 
15:00 Hours by Evaluation Committee constituted for this purpose in the presence of 
intending bidders.

Mode of applying:
1. Online @ www.nhidcl.com in the tender section.
2. Offline through branch office, Dimapur.

For further details please visit - www.nhidcl.com
NOTE: Any changes or amendment to this notice will be posted on the above website only.

DG-738

National Highways & Infrastructure 
Development Corporation Limited

(A Govt. of India Undertaking)

DAVP 21318/11/0003/1819

Sikkim University announces admission for the Academic Year starting from 16th July 
2018 for Under- Graduate. Post-Graduate. M.Phil. and Ph.D programmes in the folliming 
departments. 

ADMISSION NOTICE
SU/2011/Exam.-4/ADMN-06/AS2012-13/1675/7153/1979 Date: 10th April 2018

1. Anthropology (MA/M.Sc. M.Phil. Ph.D) 
2. Bhutia (MA) 
3. Botany (M.Sc.. Ph.D) 
4. Chemistry (MSc.. M.Phil. Ph.D) 
5. Chinese (BA. MA. Ph.D) 
6. Commerce (M.Com..Ph.D) 
7. Computer Applications (MCA. Ph.D) 
8. Economies (MA.M.Phil. Ph.D).
9. Education (MA. MEd. Ph.D)
10. English (MA. M.Phil. Ph.D) 
11. Geograph ( MA/M.Sc. M.Phil. Ph.D) 
12. Geology (B.Sc. M.Sc. Ph.D) 
13. Hindi (MA. M.Phil. Ph.D) 
14. History (MA. M.Phil. Ph.D) 
15. Horticulture (B.Sc. Ph.D) 
16. International Relations (MA. M.Phil) 
17. Law (LLM. M.Phil. Ph.D)
18. Lepeha (MA) 

19. Limbu (MA)
20. Management (MDA. Ph.D) 
21. Mass Communication (MA. M.Phil. 

Ph,D) 
22. Mathematics (M.Sc.. M.Phil) 
23. Microbiology (M.Sc.. M.Phil..Ph.D) 
24. Music (BPA. MPA. Ph.D) 
25. Nepali (MA. M.Phil.. Ph.D) 
26. Peace and Conflict Studies and Man-

agement (MA. M.Phil. Ph.D) 
27. Physics (M.Sc. M.Phil. Ph.D) 
28. Political Science (MA. M.Phil. Ph.D) 
29. Psychology (BA/B.Sc. MA/M.Sc..M.Phil. 

Ph.D)
30. Sociology (MA. M.Phil)
31. Tourism (MTTM. M.Phil. PhD) 
32. Zoology (M.Sc. Ph.D) 

The details of courses and other admission procedure to be followed are available in 
University website at www.cus.ac.in on 12th April 2018. Last date for submission of 
online application form is 11th May 2018 (up to mid night). 

Sd/- 
(T. K. Kaul)
 Registrar

Dimapur, April 17 (EMN): The 
Mar Gregorios Memorial Higher 
Secondary School conducted 
an orientation programme for 
class-12 Arts students at its au-
ditorium on April 17. Updates 
from the institution informed 

on Tuesday that, 100 students 
attended the programme.

The resource persons for the 
day were Prof. Ramachandran 
Nair and AG Kannan from Kera-
la. The duo have encouraged the 
students to focus on their studies 

and taught them with the tech-
niques and methods of study. 
Further, the students were given 
awareness on the proper use of 
mobile phones and increasing 
danger of cyber crime.

Visual representations, in-

teractive, and entertainment 
sessions were conducted. It 
was informed that the orienta-
tion program will continue for 
next two days for the science-
commerce streams and class 10 
students. 
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EastErn Mirror

Parliament Must 
Survive

E
very right thinking person should be worried 
about the future of parliamentary democracy 
in the country. The manner, in which the sec-
ond part of the budget session was crippled, 

raises many questions about the intentions of our 
law makers. For nearly a month, when the parliament 
was in session, we witnessed unruly scenes inside the 
house. Repeated appeals from the chair went unno-
ticed. The members raised slogans, rushed to the well 
of the house and two law makers were on the verge of 
exchanging physical blows. Timely intervention by oth-
ers saved Indian parliament from getting a permanent 
blot on that day.

As usual, both the ruling coalition and the oppo-
sition parties are blaming each other for the logjam. 
But clearly both sides are far from the truth. The fact 
remains that virtually no efforts were made to run the 
house smoothly by either side. Questions should be 
raised on how members of parliament can be so reck-
less and undermine the importance of parliament after 
being elected to serve the people. More pathetic were 
their efforts to project themselves as the saviours of 
parliamentary democracy by announcing protests like 
observing fast and other agitation programmes, when 
the session ended without transacting any meaning-
ful business. The most hilarious suggestion came from 
a leader of party, the parliamentarian asked the gov-
ernment to extend the session by a couple of days to 
discuss the burning issues, forgetting the fact that his 
party was in the forefront of disrupting the proceedings 
of the house. To counter the opposition leader, one Un-
ion Minister then announced that ruling coalition MPs 
would forgo their salaries and perks as the parliament 
did not function.

As both the government and the opposition were 
not willing to run the house, the inevitable has hap-
pened. The just concluded budget session became the 
least productive session after 2000. Less than ten per 
cent work was completed during the second part of the 
session. But no parliamentarian is able to answer why 
it was stalled? Starting from nearly 20 thousand crore 
Punjab National Bank scam to the sharing of Cauvery 
water, the opposition parties raised every issue to cor-
ner the government, but the manner of their protests 
made it easy for the government to escape from any 
debate. Protests are good if it is followed by discus-
sion. The opposition failed to understand this fact. 
On the other hand, the government may think that by 
not making any effort to end the impasse, it managed 
to evade many uncomfortable questions during the 
course of the debates, they are mistaken. The people 
understand that the government allowed the logjam to 
continue with a specific design in mind. The govern-
ment simply failed to understand that by blaming the 
opposition, it would not achieve anything except a bad 
name. One can only hope that good sense will prevail 
soon and parliament will start functioning normally. 
There is no denying the fact that over the years we have 
lowered the dignity of parliament. Importance of par-
liament in Indian democracy is on the decline. It is time 
now for all of us to restore the lost glory of the temple of 
democracy. If parliament survives, democracy will sur-
vive. Otherwise, we are heading for dark days and the 
absence of democracy is not good news for a country 
like India, which is known for its diversity and plurality.

The Wire Staff

Times are Changing and Ideas For 
Economic Growth Need to Keep Up 

The Power of the Word Eating Raw Fruit, Veggies Boosts Mental Health

Life in Exile: The Abysmal Living Conditions of Rohingya Refugees in Delhi

Many who are first will be last, and many 
who are last will be first. Matthew 19:30

“Where are you from?” 
We often use that 

question to get to know 
someone better. But for 
many of us, the answer 
is complicated. Some-
times we don’t want to share all the details.

In the book of Judges, Jephthah might not have 
wanted to answer that question at all. His half-brothers 
had chased him out of his hometown of Gilead for his 
“questionable” origins. “You are the son of another 
woman,” they declared (Judges 11:2). The text says 
starkly, “His mother was a prostitute” (v. 1).

But Jephthah was a natural leader, and when a hos-
tile tribe picked a fight with Gilead, the people who had 
sent him packing suddenly wanted him back. “Be our 
commander,” they said (v. 6). Jephthah asked, “Didn’t 
you hate me and drive me from my father’s house?” (v. 
7). After getting assurances that things would be dif-
ferent, he agreed to lead them. The Scripture tells us, 
“Then the Spirit of the Lord came on Jephthah” (v. 29). 
Through faith, he led them to a great victory. The New 
Testament mentions him in its list of heroes of the faith 
(Hebrews 11:32).

God so often seems to choose the unlikeliest peo-
ple to do His work, doesn’t He? It doesn’t matter where 
we’re from, how we got here, or what we’ve done. What 
matters is that we respond in faith to His love.

Lord, we take great comfort knowing that You don’t 
show favoritism based on where we’re from. Our 

heritage is found in You. Thank You for adopting us 
into Your family.

Amit Kapoor | IANS

Ambrose. J. Chakre

A
ll economies want to produce 
more within national borders. 
This urge arises from the popu-
lar belief that manufacturing 

is a good source of jobs for low-skilled 
workers. President Donald Trump’s fixa-
tion with bringing back jobs to Ameri-
can factory floors by any means neces-
sary is merely an extension of the same 
age-old fetish for manufacturing.

But, according to the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), the obsession 
with manufacturing jobs has gone too 
far. The IMF’s World Economic Outlook 
released last week found that manufac-
turing is not a key determinant of pro-
ductivity in developed economies and 
is not a necessary stage of development 
for emerging ones.

The IMF’a basic argument is that the 
shift of workers from manufacturing to 
services in the advanced world and the 
shift in job type from agriculture directly 
to services for the emerging economies 
has not had any negative effects on ei-
ther economic growth or productivity. 
The report found “a sizeable overlap” 
between the growth in labour produc-
tivity between manufacturing and serv-
ices sub-sectors. In fact, some service 
sectors also exhibit higher productivity 
growth rates than the leading manufac-
turing industries.

Therefore, since these structural 
changes across economies is effectively 
enhancing productivity, which deter-

mines the standard of living, the stress 
on revitalising the manufacturing sector 
seems unnecessary.

The bias towards manufacturing 
has been true for the field of econom-
ics since the time of Adam Smith. While 
writing “The Wealth of Nations” in the 
shadow of the Industrial Revolution, 
Smith was expectedly charmed by the 
potential of the manufacturing sector 
for economies. He wrote that labour, 
which provides services, does not pro-
vide any value: “Like the declamation of 
the actor, the harangue of the orator, or 
the tune of the musician, the work of all 
of them perishes in the very instant of its 
production.”

Would Smith’s view have changed 
in modern times? Probably yes. Linda 
Yueh in her brilliant new book, “The 
Great Economists: How Their Ideas Can 
Help Us Today”, argues that due to rap-
id technological advancements since 
Smith’s time, the tune of the musician, 
which he regarded as ephemeral, now 
holds tangible value. Also, since Smith 
believed in the power of the invisible 
hand of the markets, he would have 
derided any move towards introducing 
market distortions like the Trump tariffs 
to promote manufacturing.

This does not imply that the govern-
ment should sit back and do nothing. 
On the contrary, it should focus on cre-
ating a business-friendly environment 
instead of prioritising one part of the 
economy over the other.

It is also necessary to understand 
that good old manufacturing of the Hen-

ry Ford era is not achievable in the 21st 
century. Since the advent of technol-
ogy, manufacturing has not remained a 
labour-intensive job. So, no amounts of 
tariffs can turn the clock back.

In the case of India, however, the 
IMF’s argument that it is not worrisome 
to directly transition from an agricul-
tural-led to a service-led economy and 
skipping the stage of industrialisation 
since it has not affected productivity 
levels might not seem as reassuring. The 
fact of the matter remains that India has 
been unable to create jobs. Between 
2004 and 2012, a period during which 
India experienced its highest growth 
phase in history and for which conclu-
sive data for jobs is available, GDP grew 
at 8.1 percent per annum while jobs 
grew at a paltry two percent.

A report by The Boston Consulting 
Group (BCG) and the Confederation of 
Indian Industry (CII), “India: Growth 
and Jobs in the New Globalisation”, pub-
lished last year, revealed that almost all 
of India’s growth since 1991 has come 
due to higher capital investment. The 
contribution of labour to India’s growth 
has been low or negligible during the 
period. The total factor productivity has 
been fluctuating and clearly most of it 
was being driven by a growth in produc-
tivity of capital. So, even though the IMF 
might be right in arguing that missing 
the industrialisation phase did not im-
pact productivity, it does seem to have 
had a high bearing on the capacity of 
job creation.

But the emerging economies of our 

times, including India, do not have the 
luxury of leveraging on the job-generat-
ing capacity of the manufacturing sec-
tor. Programmes like Make in India can-
not help in reviving that capacity in an 
increasingly mechanised world. India 
needs to play on its strengths instead, 
which lie in its robust service sector. 
Between 2010 and 2014, India’s service 
sector grew at 8.6 percent per annum; 
faster than the service economies of 
China and the US. Moreover, since glo-
bal growth in services trade has been 
outpacing merchandise trade, the sec-
tor provides immense growth potential.

A possible solution lies in harness-
ing jobs from the growing “servitisa-
tion” of businesses or the shift towards 
provision of services to supplement 
traditional product offerings. The clas-
sic example is the Rolls-Royce airplane 
engine programme, where consumers 
“pay by the hour” for the use of the en-
gine rather than paying for the engine 
itself and the company, in turn, assures 
regular repairs. Such shifts in business 
models offer significant opportunities 
for job creation and growth within the 
service sector.

The times they are a changin’ and 
the ideas to power economic growth 
need to keep up.

(Amit Kapoor is chair, Institute for 
Competitiveness. The views expressed 

are personal. He can be contacted at 
amit.kapoor@competitiveness.in and 

tweets @kautiliya. Chirag Yadav, senior 
researcher, Institute for Competitiveness, 

has contributed to the article)

For the word of God is living and 
active. Sharper than any double edged 

sword, it penetrates even to dividing 
soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it 

judges the thoughts and the attitudes 
of the heart. 

Hebrews 4:12.

The power of the Word has con-
victed and changed the lives of 
many.  Those who do not have the 

knowledge of the Word will not know 
what the Word is. Some may assume it 
as words of wisdom and prophecy but it 
goes beyond that. The word significant-
ly refers to the author of life. The way it is 
being described may sound confusing 
to some but only the ones who believes 
in it will know what it is. Here it particu-
larly refers to what Christ is. Often many 
considers Christ as an sub-ordinate to 
God. But the truth is that He was there 
in the beginning and was with God in 
the beginning. Only the ones who had 
been redeemed will know why Christ 
had to come down to our (human) level 
to suffer for us. The outcome of the act 
of sacrifice is that He is now seated at 
the right hand of God. In addition to His 
glorification, we have also been prom-
ised that we will also share in His glory if 
we share in His sufferings.

He is referred to as being born of 
God and that is what He is. The proof 
of the existence of Christ before the 
creation of the world is revealed in the 
sacred book where it says “ In the begin-
ning was the Word and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God.” John 
1:1. This undoubtedly confirms the di-
vine sovereignty of Christ. If the skep-
tics still fail to grasp the truth, destruc-
tion will be theirs. But for those who 
has the knowledge of the Word should 
be transformed by it. Only those born 
of the Word will inherit the promises of 
the Word.

Whenever we receive the truth of 
the Word, the power of it starts work-
ing in us through the Spirit. The words 

written in the Bible are the food for he 
soul. I wouldn’t have known what salva-
tion was had it not been because of the 
Word. Something we see in this is that it 
is the key to life. Once we start accept-
ing Jesus as our saviour, we start believ-
ing in His words. A student will not pass 
the examination without studying for it. 
In the same way a believer will not be 
saved unless he or she be born of the 
water and Spirit.Once we start believ-
ing in Jesus, the need for repentance 
convicts us from within. We experience 
conviction according to the degree of 
our faith. Once we start believing in 
the way of truth, the truth of the Word 
becomes our guide. Not everyone will 
experience the workings of the Spirit in 
the same way. The Spirit works in dif-
ferent ways but for the same purpose. 
It is clearly written in the Bible that the 
person who truly loves God will under-
stand the mysteries of the Word.

True conviction comes when genu-
ine repentance stirs our hearts. Tears 
of remorse will flow from our eyes only 
when we are truly convicted by the 
Spirit. When the Spirit convicts us God 
speaks to us through His Word. Every 
written Word in the scripture becomes 
a source of inspiration to us. It makes 
known to us the purpose of the Scrip-
ture. Through it we get inspired to truly 
live for the cause. The truth of it ex-
poses our weaknesses and our frailties. 
It warns us about the consequences of 
sin. The dictates of it becomes a way of 
life for us. And the truth of it becomes 
a lamp unto us. Only those who are 
strong in their faith will feel the power 
of it. And the blessings of it belongs only 
who believes in it and lives by it. Believe 
in the truth of it and you will receive the 
power of it. As members of His Church 
(Church of Christ) He desires that we 
be convicted by His words that we can 
be alive in His righteousness. As the 
Church of Christ keeps growing let us 
be what we should be. God wants it this 
way. Let His will be done in our lives that 
His purpose will be completed through 
us. Live it and you will love it.

E
ating raw fruit and vegetables 
such as kiwis, bananas, apples, 
dark leafy greens, cucumber, 
and carrots may lower symp-

toms of depression and improve mental 
health, more than cooked, canned and 
processed food, say researchers.

The findings showed that consuming 
raw fruits and vegetables leads to lower 
levels of mental illness symptomology, 
such as depression.

It also improved levels of psychologi-
cal well-being including a positive mood 
and life satisfaction. 

“Our research has highlighted that 
the consumption of fruit and vegeta-
bles in their ‘unmodified’ state is more 
strongly associated with better mental 
health compared to cooked/canned/
processed fruit and vegetables,” said 
lead author Tamlin Conner, senior lec-
turer at the University of Otago in Dun-
edin, New Zealand. 

However, when the fruits and vegeta-
bles are cooked, canned and processed, 
they lose their mental health benefits as 

the process potentially diminishes the 
nutrient levels, Conner noted.

“Cooking and processing likely limits 
the delivery of nutrients that are essen-
tial for optimal emotional functioning,” 
Conner said.

For the study, published in the jour-
nal Frontiers in Psychology, more than 
400 young adults from New Zealand 
and the US aged 18 to 25 years were 
surveyed. 

Conner says public health cam-
paigns have historically focused on as-
pects of quantity for the consumption of 
fruit and vegetables (such as 5+ a day).

However, the new study found that 
for mental health in particular, it may 
also be important to consider the way in 
which produce was prepared and con-
sumed.

“This research is increasingly vital 
as lifestyle approaches such as dietary 
change may provide an accessible, safe 
and adjuvant approach to improving 
mental health,” Conner said.

Source: IANS

T
his Sunday, about 50 shanties, 
which are part of a Rohingya 
housing camp in Sarita Vihar, 
were razed to the ground in a 

fire.  The refugees lost all of their meagre 
belongings in the incident. The fire even 
burnt down their only identification 
documents – their UN Refugee Agency 

DAILY
PATH

Judging Origins
BIBLE READ:  JUDGES 11:1–8, 29
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

The Spirit of the Lord came on Jephthah.   
~  Judges 11:29

Rohingya refugee camps 

across Delhi face a severe 

dearth of basic amenities in 

the camps, the widespread 

prevalence 
of illness 
and overall 

squalor.

(UNHCR) refugee cards.
The challenges faced by the Ro-

hingya refugees, according to human 
rights activists, are immense. Since In-
dia is not a signatory to the UN’s 1951 
Refugee Convention, it views refugees 
as an external problem of Myanmar and 
Bangladesh.

There are about 40,000 Rohingya 
Muslim refugees living in makeshift 
camps in states like New Delhi, Jammu, 
Jaipur and Hyderabad.

A recent report in the Indian Express 
has drawn attention to the plight of the 
refugees in the capital. After survey-
ing several such camps spread across 
Delhi, the report found that there is a 
severe dearth of basic amenities in the 
camps, a widespread prevalence of ill-
ness, and overall squalor marking each 
of these camps. The camps have no ac-
cess to basic services such as sanitation, 
healthcare, education or drinking water.

Given that most refugees are em-
ployed as daily-wagers, they lack the 
resources to approach doctors or hos-
pitals.

There is an abundance of health-
issues afflicting refugees of all ages. The 
use of a common pump to collect drink-
ing water, wash dishes and bathe leads 
to rampant incidents of diarrhoea.  The 
kitchens do not have proper ventila-
tion, resulting in breathing problems. 
Proximity to the Yamuna means the 
presence of snakes making their way 
through the camps.

But absence of basic services is not 
the only challenge that Rohingya refu-
gees face. 

The camp dwellers also have to 
contend with social hostility. Condem-
nation from other communities who 
view them as outsiders further restricts 
their access to public resources such as 
drinking water.

Even celebratory occasions like Eid 
are now outside the ambit of the camp 
inhabitants. They cannot celebrate Eid 
in exile, which used to be a special day 
for them in Myanmar. Apart from mon-
etary constraints, the refugees feel guilty 
for celebrating  when their kin are living 
in danger in Myanmar. 

Despite petitions by human rights 
groups and activists, the central gov-
ernment is not ready to take steps that 
could bring some relief to the refugees.

The Indian Express report quoted 
Ashok Prasad, the spokesperson for 
Ministry of Home Affairs as saying, “The 
Indian government is not obliged to pro-
vide amenities to illegal immigrants; they 
have access to what is available to the 
rest of the citizens. We sympathise with 
their situation but they are guests, and 
shouldn’t demand things from the host.”

The government’s stance has come 
in for serious criticism from several 
quarters. Advocate Prashant Bhushan 
who is fighting on behalf of Rohingya 
refugees, stated that “There is no prec-
edence of such behaviour by any Indian 
government towards refugees because 
in the past we have not had such a com-
munal, anti-constitutional government. 
For them, the Rohingya are Muslim ref-
ugees, not humans. They are entitled to 
all basic amenities listed under Article 
21 of the Constitution — not just animal 
existence, but a right to a dignified life.”



Britain has been urging 
India, which is by far 
the largest member 
country with 55% of 
the Commonwealth’s 
2.3 billion population 
and 26% of its internal 
trade, to become more 
active, with a long-term 
possibility of playing a 
leading role.
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): This is bound 
to be a wonderful day, Aries. You’re looking 
and feeling great and it shows! This is a day 
of kindness and cooperation. You could find 

that your family pitches in to help at home without be-
ing asked. Your romantic partner might volunteer to 
clean out the garage and your children start to clean 
their rooms. This definitely isn’t your typical day! Enjoy 
the harmony that reigns today.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): This is a good 
day for you to analyze information, Taurus. 
You have an especially acute business sense, 
which you should use to your advantage. 

Whether you’re thinking of translating a creative proj-
ect into a business proposal or working on that busi-
ness plan, all indications say that your efforts will yield 
rich rewards. Make the most of whatever this day has 
to offer.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You’re a con-
scientious, hard worker, Gemini, but today 
your thoughts are more on home than work. 
You feel especially close to your family and 

friends. They mean the most to you. Jobs and even ca-
reers come and go, but friends and family are forever. 
Enjoy being with them today. Gather everyone togeth-
er and order too much Chinese take-out. It’s just fine if 
you restart your diet tomorrow.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Today is likely 
to be another busy one for you, Cancer. You 
might have a volunteer activity in the morn-
ing and then get roped into running errands 

in the afternoon. It will be busy bordering on hectic, 
but the hustle and bustle of being out and about is en-
ergizing for you. Invite some friends to join you for din-
ner in the evening to cap off this high-energy day.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You have a strong 
spirit of cooperation today, Leo. It inspires 
you to pitch in and help others without 
being asked. Your romantic partner could 

be surprised to see you show up and help with a 
chore. Never mind that you don’t know what you’re 
doing - you’ll figure it out. Others will be impressed 
to see you going above and beyond what you’ve 
been asked to do. Your efforts on all fronts won’t go 
unnoticed.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Keep your eyes and 
ears open to all new possibilities, Virgo. Even 
if it isn’t your habit to read the “Help Wanted” 
section of the newspaper, do so today. You 

might be surprised at what you find there. Your skills 
apply to all sorts of jobs. You don’t need to limit your 
search to one profession. You have a good mind that’s 
working in overdrive now. Use it to figure out the next 
steps for your advancement.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Today your strong 
sense of nostalgia likely has you leaning to-
ward all things old. If you do some furniture 
shopping, you’ll be drawn to antique shops 

rather than contemporary stores. There is something 
about the patina that only comes with age. This ap-
plies to people as well as objects, which may explain 
why you tend to prefer to be with people who are older 
than you.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): This is bound 
to be a wonderful day, Scorpio, as everybody 
seems to be in a warm and congenial mood. 
You and your romantic partner, in particu-

lar, are feeling especially close and connected today. 
If marriage is the process of falling in and out of love, 
then you’re both definitely in the “in” phase. Enjoy it 
while it lasts! Spend a quiet day together and cap it off 
with dinner at an elegant bistro.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You have 
much to be grateful for, Sagittarius. Why not 
go out tonight and celebrate with friends? 
Forget about work and family troubles and 

kick up your heels. Have a high old time. You deserve 
the break. If you don’t seize these moments when you 
have the opportunity, you risk becoming a single-
minded individual who thinks only of work at the ex-
pense of life’s other great pleasures.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You’re 
eager and optimistic today, Capricorn, 
which works well with your strong, capa-
ble nature. You’re likely to find that things 

begin to click into place at work. Something that has 
been troubling you for some time suddenly becomes 
clear. What was once a stumbling block is now a mere 
bump in the road and easily overcome. All indications 
are that you’ll be successful at whatever you do now, 
so dare to dream big.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Today should 
be devoted to paperwork and getting your 
financial affairs and budgets in order, 
Aquarius. Once this is done, you can relax 

in the evening with friends and loved ones. You’re es-
pecially intuitive right now, so you’ll be able to pick 
up on all the unspoken thoughts and feelings of those 
around you.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): All financial un-
dertakings have good aspects today, Pisces. 
It could be that you have been thinking of 
starting a new business venture. If so, you’re 

likely to meet the ideal business partner. Keep your 
eyes and ears tuned as you go about your daily routine. 
You never know when you might be introduced to that 
one special person you need in your life. Socialize in 
the evening with good friends.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

I
ndia is set gradually to increase 
its involvement in the affairs of 
the Commonwealth. This will 
emerge in the upcoming week 

in London at the biennial Com-
monwealth Heads of Government 
Meeting (CHOGM), where Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi will play a 
prominent role, having first had a 
short official visit to the UK.

The Commonwealth of Nations, 
as the former British Common-
wealth is known, is at a crossroads. 
Britain, which is the host next week 
to 53 member countries and will 
be the leader till the next summit 
in 2020, has been working for the 
past year to try to turn it into a more 
constructively useful international 
organisation.

It has been urging India, which 
is by far the largest member country 
with 55% of the Commonwealth’s 
2.3 billion population and 26% of its 
internal trade, to become more ac-
tive, with a long-term possibility of 
playing a leading role.

There has been a continuing 
debate in Delhi about how much 
it wants to respond to the UK re-
quests, including whether it should 
host a trade and investment sub-
headquarters or hub.

The conclusion appears to be 
that it will increase the work that it 
has been doing, but that the idea 
of a business hub did not gain suf-
ficient traction either in Delhi or 
among other members of the Com-
monwealth. It is likely that this and 
other similar ideas will be consid-
ered again in 2020.

The arrangements for next 
week’s summit do however provide 

Modi with a special role, and it will 
be the first time an Indian prime 
minister has attended since 2009.

During his official bilateral visit 
on April 18, Modi will meet Queen 
Elizabeth, Prince Charles (with 
whom he developed a good rela-
tionship in Delhi last November) 
and Theresa May, the prime min-
ister (who had a difficult visit to 
India in November 2016). He is ex-
pected to renew an agreement that 
expired in 2014 on the return of il-
legal immigrants from the UK, and 
his engagements will include a visit 
to London’s Science Museum and 
signing of high tech pacts.

Modi will also have a televised 
event with about 2,000 UK-based 
Indians. This will be more low-key 
than his 60,000 people spectacular 
at Wembley Stadium on his last visit 
to London in November 2015.

Prior to the UK, Modi will visit 
Sweden for a day and attend an in-
augural five-country India-Nordic 
summit.

Draft communique
It is not yet clear what will emerge 
in the final CHOGM communiqué, 
which is currently in draft form, 
about how far the Commonwealth 
should go ahead with what is offi-
cially called “reform and renewal” 
of its organisation and functions. 
This will probably not be resolved 
till April 20, when presidents and 
prime ministers go to a “retreat” at 
Windsor Castle, one of the Queen’s 
homes outside London.

The informal talks on that day 
will probably also include whether 
and when Prince Charles should 
inherit the Queen’s (personal, not 
constitutional) position as head of 
the Commonwealth.

CHOGM starts in London the 
day before the retreat with struc-
tured formal meetings on four 
broad-based subjects – prosper-
ity, security, fairness and sustain-
ability – under the overall theme of 
Towards a Common Future. Earlier 
in the week, there will be foreign 
ministers’ meetings as well as four 
forums on youth, women, people, 
and business, plus fringe sessions 
on other issues.

Indian proponents of the coun-
try taking a larger role see the Com-
monwealth as an international 
organisation where it can operate 
without interference from China, its 
potential long-term enemy that has 
managed to gain access to other fo-

rums such as a South Asian group-
ing known as SAARC. They argue 
that it would help India strengthen 
its presence in areas where China 
is increasingly active, for example 
in Africa where India is building a 
development role, and in the In-
dian Ocean and elsewhere such as 
the Pacific and Caribbean where it 
could strengthen its relationship 
with the Commonwealth small is-
land states.

India and China
This comes at a time when India is 
responding to China’s increasingly 
global reach by becoming more ac-
tive in international organisations, 
shedding its traditional role of an 
often reluctant and frequently neg-
ative participant.

“India has been gradually step-
ping up the entire range of its 
multilateral engagement…You 
should see our engagement in the 
Commonwealth within the frame-
work of that broader perspective,” 
Rudrendra Tandon, a senior exter-
nal affairs ministry official told a 
media briefing in Delhi. The most 
obvious example was the UN, but 
India was also stepping up its role in 
the Shanghai Cooperation Organi-
sation and the ASEAN (Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations).

Tandon said that the Common-
wealth had the added attraction 
that it looked after and advocated 
the interests of small states, includ-
ing small islands. “This is a category 
of country in the international sys-
tem that is of particular interest to 
India,” he said.

India will therefore be shoulder-
ing more responsibilities and ex-
panding the Commonwealth work 
that it has been doing in a low key 
way, but without much real influ-
ence. In recent months it has played 
a much bigger role than in the past 
on preparation of next week’s agen-
da and draft communiqué.

The aim is to test in the years 
ahead whether the bigger role has 
more benefits and opportunities 
than liabilities.

The current international crisis 
over use of chemical weapons in 
Syria, which is supported by Russia, 
illustrates possible problems. India 
regards Russia as one of its oldest 
allies and will be wary next week of 
being drawn into US and UK-led 
condemnation, and support for air 
strikes, before investigations have 
been completed.

A report, India and the Com-
monwealth: Redirecting the Rela-
tionship, published this week by 
Carnegie India notes that, in 2015–
2016, India was the fourth-largest 
contributor to the Commonwealth’s 
budget. It also provided 16–20% of 
the experts in the Commonwealth 
technical assistance program (more 
than any member, after Britain). An-
other new report, Commonwealth 
Trade Review 2018: Strengthening 
the Commonwealth Advantage, 
produced by the Commonwealth 
Secretariat says that India is the top 
recipient of foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) from within the Com-
monwealth group of countries, and 
the second biggest source of invest-
ment after the UK.

“Child in an orphanage”
But the Carnegie author, CSR 
Murthy, a Delhi-based academic, 
says rather scathingly that  “scholars 
have described the position of the 
Commonwealth in India’s foreign 
policy as ‘no more than a child con-
signed to [an] orphanage’ in recent 
decades”. During the late 1940s and 
1950s it was a “cornerstone”, but 
then became a “useful embellish-
ment” during the 1970s and 1980s. 
In the early 1970s, Indian leaders 
suggested that the “economic con-
tent of the Commonwealth must 
become more meaningful and pur-
poseful if it had to survive” – the 
same point that is being made now.

The long-held counter-view 
is that India, as one of the world’s 
two largest emerging economies, 
should not get involved in a relic of 
its old colonial ruler and the British 
Empire. There is also doubt whether 
the short-staffed and under-funded 
external affairs ministry should be 
stretched further by taking on a 
Commonwealth role.

Britain sees the Commonwealth 
as an opportunity to build new in-
ternational relationships as Brexit 
takes it out of Europe, though it ac-
knowledges that it cannot hold an 
overt post-imperial leadership role 
after its two-year term in charge 
ends in 2020.

It hopes however that its Com-
monwealth activities will help with 
its primary interest of negotiating 
the post-Brexit bilateral trade pacts 
that it will desperately need. Widely 
rumoured (and criticised) ideas of 
the Commonwealth becoming a 
trading bloc is not however a runner 
in the foreseeable future, despite 

someone in the British civil service 
last year stupidly dubbing the UK’s 
Commonwealth country trade am-
bitions as Empire 2.0 (initially for an 
Africa free trade zone). That Empire 
2.0 tag is frequently cited by critics 
to over-state and then criticise Brit-
ain’s Commonwealth ambitions.

“Imperial amnesia”
Behind all these short-term issues 
there are basic questions about 
whether the Commonwealth is 
worth saving. A new book, The Em-
pire’s New Clothes – The Myth of the 
Commonwealth, being published 
in the middle of CHOGM is highly 
critical of the organisation and its 
future. It has been written by Philip 
Murphy, director of the Institute of 
Commonwealth Studies at London 
University who, despite being the 
head of the Commonwealth’s only 
academic institute, is a well-known 
critic. According to the publisher’s 
blurb, the book “strips away the gild-
ed self-image of the Commonwealth 
to reveal an irrelevant institution 
wallowing in imperial amnesia”.

That is an unduly negative and 
unfair view because the Common-
wealth is valued by 31 small states 
among its 53 member countries, 
which rely on support they receive 
and welcome the voice it gives them 
in international affairs. The other 
22 countries of varying size have 
mixed views and many – including 
the UK and India – are critical of the 
negative influence exerted by the 
central secretariat on new ideas. All 
decisions have to be taken by con-
sensus, which slows and even kills 
progress.

The Commonwealth is split with 
many African and smaller countries 
wanting it to continue focussing on 
providing them with aid. Others, led 
by the UK, want it to take an active 
role – for example in areas such as 
a Blue Charter on the governance 
of oceans, an agenda for trade and 
investment, a declaration on cyber 
crime and revised guidelines for 
independent (including younger) 
observers of elections, that are lined 
up for approval at the summit.

There is also a debate about 
whether the ponderous grip of the 
Commonwealth Secretariat, cur-
rently located in Marlborough 
House near the royal residences of 
Buckingham Palace and St James’s 
Palace, should be decentralised 
with functions such as climate 
change, trade and investment and 

the oceans governance, moving to 
other countries.

That now sees less likely than 
it was a few months ago though it 
will be discussed during the retreat. 
There is strong pressure from some 
of the Commonwealths official and 
nonofficial bodies – there are over 
70 – to keep the secretariat intact.

Prince Charles’s role
Behind the scenes there will be 
discussions about whether Prince 
Charles, the heir to the British 
throne, should inherit the leader-
ship of the Commonwealth when 
he succeeds the Queen. He has 
been touring Commonwealth 
countries in recent months and will 
play a prominent role next week. 
This appointment is not automatic 
but is in the hands of the Common-
wealth’s 53 leaders, and it is not yet 
clear whether there will be a con-
sensus at the retreat to announce 
his role or consider it again when he 
becomes King.

There will however be a royal 
splash at the Youth Forum next 
week and a Women’s Empower-
ment reception, which will be at-
tended by Meghan Markle along 
with Prince Harry, Charles’ second 
son, who marries the American ac-
tress next month.

The reasons for widespread 
scepticism bordering on cynicism 
about the prospects of the Com-
monwealth becoming a useful or-
ganisation were well illustrated on 
April 11 when six Commonwealth 
organisations, including the Com-
monwealth Journalists’ Association, 
unveiled proposals for a 12-point 
code of conduct titled Principles 
on Media and Good Governance. 
This was aimed at reducing threats 
to the media and reducing the kill-
ing of journalists – 57 journalists 
have been killed in Commonwealth 
countries in the four years to 2017.

The organisers said they had 
failed to interest the Common-
wealth Secretariat in including the 
code in next week’s communiqué.

Akbar Khan, secretary general of 
the Commonwealth Parliamentary 
Association, downplayed the set-
back, saying, “the Commonwealth 
is a soft power organisation”.

The questions for next week 
are how soft it should remain, and 
whether New Delhi has the will 
needed to help toughening it up 
during the summit and in the fol-
lowing two years.

T
he human eye can physically per-
ceive millions of colours. But we 
don’t all recognise these colours 
in the same way.

Some people can’t see differences in 
colours – so called colour blindness – due 
to a defect or absence of the cells in the 
retina that are sensitive to high levels of 
light: the cones. But the distribution and 
density of these cells also varies across 
people with “normal vision” causing us all 
to experience the same colour in slightly 
different ways.

Besides our individual biological make 
up, colour perception is less about seeing 
what is actually out there and more about 
how our brain interprets colours to create 
something meaningful. The perception 
of colour mainly occurs inside our heads 
and so is subjective – and prone to per-
sonal experience.

Take for instance people with syn-
aesthesia, who are able to experience 
the perception of colour with letters and 
numbers. Synaesthesia is often described 
as a joining of the senses – where a per-
son can see sounds or hear colours. But 

the colours they hear also differ from case 
to case.

Another example is the classic Alder-
son’s checker-shadow illusion. Here, al-
though two marked squares are exactly 
the same colour, our brains don’t perceive 
them this way.

The culture of colour
Since the day we were born we have learnt 
to categorise objects, colours, emotions, 
and pretty much everything meaningful 
using language. And although our eyes can 
perceive thousands of colours, the way we 
communicate about colour – and the way 
we use colour in our everyday lives – means 
we have to carve this huge variety up into 
identifiable, meaningful categories.

Painters and fashion experts, for ex-
ample, use colour terminology to refer to 
and discriminate hues and shades that to 
all intents and purposes may all be de-
scribed with one term by a non expert.

Different languages and cultural 
groups also carve up the colour spec-
trum differently. Some languages like 
Dani, spoken in Papua New Guinea, and 
Bassa, spoken in Liberia and Sierra Leo-

ne, only have two terms, dark and light. 
Dark roughly translates as cool in those 
languages, and light as warm. So colours 
like black, blue, and green are glossed as 
cool colours, while lighter colours like 
white, red, orange and yellow are glossed 
as warm colours.

The Warlpiri people living in Austral-
ia’s Northern Territory don’t even have 
a term for the word “colour”. For these 
and other such cultural groups, what we 
would call “colour” is described by a rich 

vocabulary referring to texture, physical 
sensation and functional purpose.

Five key colours
Remarkably, most of the world’s languag-
es have five basic colour terms. Cultures 
as diverse as the Himba in the Namibian 
plains and the Berinmo in the lush rain-
forests of Papua New Guinea employ such 
five term systems. As well as dark, light, 
and red, these languages typically have a 
term for yellow, and a term that denotes 
both blue and green. That is, these lan-
guages do not have separate terms for 
“green” and “blue” but use one term to 
describe both colours, a sort of “grue”.

Historically, Welsh had a “grue” term, 
namely glas, as did Japanese and Chinese. 
Nowadays, in all these languages, the 
original grue term has been restricted to 
blue, and a separate green term is used. 
This is either developed from within the 
language – as is the case for Japanese – or 
through lexical borrowing, as is the case 
for Welsh.

Russian, Greek, Turkish and many 
other languages also have two separate 
terms for blue – one referring exclusive-
ly to darker shades, and one referring to 
lighter shades.

Language and colour
The way we perceive colours can also 
change during our lifetime. Greek speak-
ers who have two fundamental colour 
terms to describe light and dark blue – 
“ghalazio” and “ble” – are more prone to 
see these two colours as more similar after 
living for long periods of time in the UK – 
where these two colours are described in 
English by the same fundamental colour 
term: blue.

This is because after long term eve-
ryday exposure to an English speaking 
environment, the brain of native Greek 
speakers starts interpreting the colours 
“ghalazio” and “ble” as part of the same 
colour category.

But this isn’t just something that hap-
pens with colour, in fact different lan-
guages can influence our perceptions in 
all areas of life. And in our lab at Lancaster 
University we are investigating how the 
use of and exposure to different languag-
es changes the way we perceive everyday 
objects. Ultimately, this happens because 
learning a new language is like giving our 
brain the ability to interpret the world dif-
ferently – including the way we see and 
process colours.

India Set to Take on More Commonwealth Responsibilities

The Way You See Colour Depends On What Language You Speak
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India, Sweden ink joint action 
plan, innovation partnership 

Lal Singh takes out rally for CBI probe in 
Kathua rape; calls for JK CM ‘s resignation 

BJP attacks Congress on poll ticket 
to lawyer who represented Choksi 

PM can’t face Lok Sabha for 15 minutes — Rahul

All BJP ministers 
in J&K to resign, no 
threat to coalition

Pressure-cooker bomb explodes outside 
Indian consulate office in Nepal

May 12 Karnataka 
Assembly elections notified

Cash crunch: Rahul says terror 
of demonetisation is back 

PTI
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Prime Minister of Sweden, Stefan Lofven at the signing ceremony of 
the Joint Innovation Partnership and announcement of adoption of the Joint Action Plan between India 
and Sweden, in Stockholm, Sweden on Tuesday.

PTI
A man showing out of cash slips near SBI ATMs in Patna on Tuesday. Most of the ATMs have run out of 
cash in the city.

PTI

Former BJP minister Choudhary Lal Singh leads a protest rally in support of the demand for CBI probe 
in rape and murder of the 8-year-old Kathua girl, in Jammu on Tuesday.

PTI

Congress President Rahul Gandhi presides over a meeting in Amethi on Tuesday.

Stockholm, Apr il  17 
(IANS): With the aim to 
build a win-win partner-
ship with Sweden making 
use of the opportunities 
offered by India’s develop-
ment programmes, the 
two countries on Tuesday 
signed a Joint Action Plan 
and an Innovation Partner-
ship following a bilateral 
summit between Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and his Swedish 
counterpart Stefan Lofven 
here.

Jointly addressing the 
media here along with 
Lofven after their talks, 
Modi said that Sweden has 
been a strong contributor 
to the Make in India pro-
gramme from the begin-
ning and recalled that the 
Swedish Prime Minister 
himself led a big business 
delegation to the Make in 
India summit in Mumbai 
in 2016.

Stating that innova-
tion, investment, start-
ups, manufacturing were 
among the main areas of 
cooperation between the 
two countries, he said that 
attention was also paid to 
renewable energy, urban 
transport and waste man-
agement to improve the 
quality of life of the Indian 
people.

According to the Joint 
Action Plan, both sides will 
initiate a multi-stake hold-
er Innovation Partnership 
for a Sustainable Future, 
underpinning the mutual 
commitment to drive pros-
perity and growth and ad-
dress societal challenges 
such as climate change and 
sustainable development 
through innovation.

The Action Plan also 

aims to exchange knowl-
edge and explore coop-
eration on smart cities, 
including transit-oriented 
urban development, air 
pollution control, waste 
management, waste-to-
energy, waste-water treat-
ment, district cooling and 
circular economy, includ-
ing through dialogue and 
capacity building.

The two sides also 
agreed to exchange know-
how and explore coop-
eration in the areas of 
electro-mobility as well as 
renewable fuels.

The Joint Action Plan 
aims to deepen collabo-
ration between the two 
countries in smart, sustain-
able and renewable energy, 
women’s skills develop-
ment and empowerment, 

space and science, and 
health and life sciences.

“Defence and security 
is an important pillar of 
our bilateral relationship,” 
Modi said in his address to 
the media. Modi said that 
both sides also agreed to 
further strengthen security, 
especially cyber security 
cooperation.

According to the Joint 
Action Plan, both sides 
agreed to explore the fi-
nalisation of a bilateral 
agreement on exchange 
and mutual protection of 
classified information for 
cooperation in the defence 
area and encourage in-
dustry partners to develop 
supply chains for small and 
medium sized enterprises 
with major defence and 
aerospace original equip-

ment manufacturers. 
Modi also said develop-

ments in Europe and Asia 
came up for detailed dis-
cussion during the bilateral 
summit.

According to the Joint 
Action Plan, both sides 
“reaffirmed the need for 
reform of the UN Security 
Council, including its ex-
pansion, to make it more 
representative, account-
able, effective, and respon-
sive to the realities of the 
21st century”.

On his part, Lofven 
said that he believed that 
Sweden and India make a 
perfect match.

Stating that India is 
undergoing an unprec-
edented economic trans-
formation, he said that 
Sweden has a lot of innova-

tive solutions to offer in this 
connection.

Following the sum-
mit, Modi and Lofven 
participated in a round 
table with Swedish CEOs 
during which the CEOs 
were exhorted to invest 
in India and participate 
in the country’s flagship 
initiatives, External Affairs 
Ministry spokesperson 
Ravessh Kumar said in a 
tweet. 

Earlier in the day, Modi 
called on Sweden’s King 
Carl XVI Gustaf at the Royal 
Palace here and the two 
leaders exchanged views 
on strengthening bilateral 
cooperation.

India and Sweden will 
on Tuesday also co-host 
the first ever India-Nor-
dic Summit, where, apart 
from Modi and Lofven, 
the Prime Ministers of the 
other four Nordic countries 
of Denmark, Finland, Ice-
land and Norway will also 
be present.

Modi will hold separate 
bilateral meetings with the 
leaders of the other four 
Nordic countries on the 
sidelines of the summit.

The Indian Prime Min-
ister arrived here on Mon-
day evening on the first leg 
of his three-nation tour of 
Europe that will also see 
him going to Britain and 
Germany.

This is the first prime 
ministerial visit from India 
to Sweden in 30 years after 
the visit of then Prime Min-
ister Rajiv Gandhi in 1988.

After attending an In-
dian community event 
here late on Tuesday night, 
Modi will depart for Lon-
don on the second leg of 
his tour.

Samba (JK), April 17 (PTI): 
BJP leader Lal Singh, who 
had resigned from the state 
cabinet over the Kathua 
rape and murder case, to-
day led a rally in support of 
CBI probe into the incident 
and called for the resigna-
tion of J&K CM Mehbooba 
Mufti for her “failure” to 
address the issue. 

Singh and industries 
minister Chander Prakash 
Ganga had resigned on 
April 13 over their partici-
pation in an earlier rally in 
support of the accused in 
the gang rape and murder 
of an eight-year-old girl in 
Kathua district. 

The former forest min-
ister said the chief minister 
had failed to understand 
the popular sentiment and 
was yet to seek a CBI probe 
into the brutal incident. 

It is her (Mehbooba 
Mufti’s) biggest failure. If 
she has wisdom and con-
science, she should resign, 
Singh told reporters here. 

“If two ministers can 
sacrifice their posts in the 
interest of peace, those 
who are actually respon-
sible for creating such an 
atmosphere should listen 
to their conscience,” he 
said targeting the PDP 
leader. 

Asked about his deci-
sion to resign from the 
state government, Singh 

Amethi, April 17 (IANS): 
With ATMs suddenly run-
ning dry in several states, 
Congress President Rahul 
Gandhi on Tuesday said 
the “terror” of demonetisa-
tion has returned to haunt 
the country, slamming 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi for what he described 
as destroying India’s bank-
ing system.

He took to Twitter to 
take a poetic dig at the 
Prime Minister and also 
spoke to reporters here, 
alleging that Modi has as-
sured “acchhe din” for fu-
gitive jewellers Nirav Modi 
and Mehul Choksi, leaving 
the poor of the country 
high and dry.

“Understand the de-
ceit of demonetisation, 
your money goes into 
the pocket of Nirav Modi. 
Modiji’s fascination for (Vi-
jay) Mallya, the terror of 
note-bandi spreads again. 
The ATMs of the country 
are empty again, what is 
the condition of banks,” 
Gandhi asked on the sec-
ond day of his two-day 
visit to his parliamentary 
constituency.

He criticised Modi for 
his silence on the banking 
frauds allegedly committed 

by the diamond merchants 
who have fled the country.

“Modiji destroyed the 
banking system. Nirav 
Modi fled with Rs 30,000 
crore and the Prime Min-
ister didn’t utte a word,” 
Gandhi said. 

“We were forced to 
stand in queues as he 
snatched Rs 500-1,000 
notes from our pockets and 
put them in Nirav Modi’s 
pocket.” He was replying to 
reporters’ questions about 
the current cash crunch 
with ATMs running out of 
notes across the country.

Gandhi dared Modi to 
allow him to speak in the 
Lok Sabha for 15 minutes, 
saying the Prime Minis-
ter was scared of speak-
ing in Parliament during 
the second half of the just 
concluded Budget Ses-
sion which was completely 
washed out in protests.

“Had we been allowed 
to speak in Parliament on 
Rafael (jets) issue, Nirav 
Modi matter, the Prime 
Minister won’t be able to 
stand,” he said.

The Congress President 
said Modi personally knew 
Nirav Modi and Choksi and 
called them by first names 
“Nirav bhai and Mehul 

bhai”.
“The ‘acchhe din’ he 

(the Prime Minister) had 
promised for the nation 
have ushered only for 15 
persons, including Nirav 
Modi and Mehul Choksi. 
For the poor of this coun-
try, including farmers, la-
bourers and daily-wagers, 
it is all ‘bure din’.”

Addressing a public ral-
ly after inaugurating more 
than a dozen developmen-
tal projects in Jagesarpur 
in Amethi, the Congress 
chief said while the Prime 
Minister boasted of a “56-
inch chest”, in reality he 
has no place for the poor 
in his heart.

Accusing the Prime 
Minister of inciting pas-
sions on lines of communi-
ty and religion, Gandhi said 
the Congress was fighting a 
battle of ideology with the 
BJP and would win.

Pointing out how the 
Union government had 
waived off loans worth Rs 
2.5 lakh crore of the rich 
and elite, he sought similar 
debt waiver for farmers.

Gandhi also ques-
tioned the track record of 
the Modi government in 
providing jobs to the un-
employed youth.

blamed the media for “cre-
ating a perception”, thus 
forcing him to take such 
a step.  

“We resigned because 
the perception created by 
the national media was 
not good. 

It portrayed the situ-
ation in a wrong way, 
which was not the case at 
all. It was portrayed that 
the entire Jammu region 
was siding with rapists,” he 
claimed. 

There was no need to 
resign had the media not 

created such a perception, 
the BJP leader said. 

“It (the perception) 
created problems for our 
prime minister and coun-
try. It was not good. So, 
we preferred to resign. We 
have not done anything 
wrong,” Singh added. 

The brutal gang rape 
and murder of the girl 
from the nomadic Baker-
wal community and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
“silence” on the issue were 
also written about in an 
editorial of the New York 

Times. 
In the editorial titled 

‘Modi’s Long Silence as 
Women in India Are At-
tacked’, the NYT editorial 
board said Modi tweets 
frequently and considers 
himself a “talented orator” 
yet he “loses his voice when 
it comes to speaking out 
about the dangers faced 
by women and minorities 
who are frequent targets of 
the nationalist and com-
munal forces that are part 
of the base of his Bharatiya 
Janata Party”.

Jammu, April 17 (IANS): 
Jammu and Kashmir’s rul-
ing coalition partner BJP 
on Tuesday asked all its 
ministers to resign, but 
this did not mean that 
the BJP was pulling out of 
the Mehbooba Mufti gov-
ernment, said top party 
sources.

According to the sourc-
es in the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP), the decision 
was taken at a core group 
meeting, chaired by party 
Vice President Avinash Rai 
Khanna, at the party head-
quarters here.

“All BJP ministers have 
been directed to submit 
their resignations from the 
state council of ministers,” 
the source said, but clari-
fied that this did not mean 
withdrawal of support to 
the government.

“All BJP ministers have 
resigned ahead of a Cabi-
net reshuffle and this does 
not in any way mean the 
BJP has pulled out of the 
government,” the source 
said.

Sources in the Peoples 
Democratic Party told IANS 
the resignations of the BJP 
ministers is a prelude to the 
BJP’s reconstitution of their 
part of the council of min-
isters without any bearing 
on the continuation of the 
coalition government in 
the state.

Kathmandu/New Delhi, April 17 
(PTI): In a rare attack on a foreign 
mission in Nepal, a pressure-cooker 
bomb exploded outside the office of 
the Indian consulate in the country’s 
eastern Biratnagar city damaging 
its wall but no one was hurt, police 
said today.

The homemade device went off 
last night at Biratnagar, 200 kilome-
tres from Kathmandu.

The bomb was triggered by an 
unknown group in an open space 
behind the building and created 
a small hole in the wall, the police 
said. However, Indian Embassy in 
Kathmandu has not yet issued any 
formal statement on the incident.

Spokesperson in the Ministry of 
External Affairs Raveesh Kumar in 
a statement in New Delhi said that 
Indian embassy in Kathmandu was 
in touch with the Nepal government 
over the incident and that the secu-
rity authorities in that country were 
investigating the matter.

“A minor explosion took place 

along the rear boundary wall of the 
camp office of embassy of India at 
Biratnagar, Nepal at about 20:15 
hours on April 16. No one has been 
injured in the incident,” Kumar said. 

Sources in the security establish-
ment in New Delhi said the explo-
sion caused a hole of around 1 feet 
by 1.5 feet in wall of the consulate 
towards the secluded rear side of 
the office building. They said no one 
was in the office at the time of the 
explosion.

Investigating officers suspect 
that cadres of a local political group 
have caused the blast. The party had 
called a general strike in Biratnagar 
yesterday.

A senior officer of Nepal police 
said it was investigating to find out 
who caused the blast.

The security around the blast 
site has been stepped up after the 
incident.

Biratnagar is the industrial capi-
tal of Nepal and 6 km north of the 
border of Bihar.

Bengaluru, April 17 (PTI): The BJP today 
questioned the Congress for giving a ticket 
for Karnataka assembly polls to a lawyer 
who had represented billionaire jeweller 
Nirav Modi’s uncle Mehul Choksi, both ac-
cused in the PNB fraud, in a cheating case 
in the state high court in 2016.

The in-charge of BJP’s national infor-
mation and technology cell, Amit Malviya, 
used the hash-tag #CongressWithNirav on 
Twitter and asked why lawyer H S Chan-
dramouli was given ticket from Madikeri 
while it was denied to Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah’s legal advisor and party 
spokesperson Brijesh Kalappa, who hails 
from the area.

Malviya tweeted, “What is so special 
about H S Chandramouli, lawyer of Nirav 
Modi’s uncle Mehul Choksi, that Congress 
gave him a ticket from Madikeri while 
denying one to Brijesh Kalappa, Siddara-
maiah’s legal advisor and party spokes-
person? Rahul’s friends over CM’s aide? 
#CongressWithNirav.”

The trigger for this tweet was Kalap-
pa’s cryptic message on Twitter yesterday: 
“I have never represented Mehul Choksi 
nor have I been given the party nomina-
tion.” 

Chandramouli was Choksi’s advocate 
when he moved the Karnataka High Court 
in 2016 against the state overnment and S 
V Hariprasad, a city-based businessman 
who had filed the complaint of cheating 
against Choksi.

Nirav Modi and Choksi are among 

the accused in the scam related to alleged 
cheating of the Punjab National Bank to 
the tune of about USD two billion.

Kalappa, a Congress loyalist, has been 
a ticket aspirant since 2009 but without 
any success.

In an emotional post on Facebook post 
that concluded with superstar of yester-
years Rajesh Khanna’s famous dialogue 
‘Pushpa, I hate tears’, Kalappa said, “I have 
been denied Lok Sabha ticket 2009 and 
2014, Rajya Sabha ticket in 2014, 2016, 
2018 and now assembly.”

He said, “I will swallow the ignominy 
of being ousted from the race by a person 
who joined the party in 2016, got a legisla-
tive council ticket the same year, lost and 
the same person now bags the assembly 
ticket for Madikeri.” 

In a wry remark, he said he would try 
his luck in gram panchayat election next 
time.

“Someone in my party is clearly telling 
me to seek nomination for a constituency 
befitting my status. But those FB friends I 
love and respect - don’t shed tears for me. 
Kalappa highlighted the branding of some 
persons as unelectable for denying them 
ticket time and again.

The Congress is facing severe backlash 
from many party strongmen, loyalists 
and sitting MLAs who have been denied 
ticket for the May 12 assembly polls. The 
supporters of ticket aspirants went on the 
rampage at several places in Karnataka 
yesterday.

Amethi (UP), April 17 
(PTI): Under attack from 
the BJP for virtual wash-
out of the recent Budget 
session of Parliament, 
Congress president Rahul 
Gandhi today hit back, 
saying Prime Minister who 
has the time to travel all 
over the country, could not 

spare 15 minutes for the 
Lok Sabha.

“Prime Minister is trav-
elling across the country 
but he does not have 15 
minutes to give a speech 
in the Lok Sabha,” Rahul 
Gandhi told reporters 
in an informal chat with 
them on the second day 

of his three-day visit to his 
Parliamantary constitu-
ency .“15 minute de dein 
, khare nahin ho payenge 
Lok Sabha mein (He will 
not be able to face the Lok 
Sabha even for 15 min-
utes, he will not be able to 
answer our queries),” said 
Gandhi.

“It’s a case of direct 
theft in the Rafale deal ..45 
thousand crores have been 
given to an industrialist 
friend,” he said, referring to 
the Indo-French inter-gov-
ernmental pact inked in 
September 2016 for buying 
36 off-the-shelf Dassault 
Rafale twin-engine fighters 
for the IAF.

To a question, the 
Congress president said, 
“Jobs were snatched but 
the Prime Minister did not 
speak a word on it...

“He refers to Nirav 
Modi as Nirav and Mehul 
Chowksi as Mehul bhai and 
this is a fact... whose good 
days have come... Modiji 
had said good days would 
come for the people but 
the reality is that ‘achcey 
din’ have come for only 
15 people like Nirav Modi 
and Muhul Chowksi while 
for the farmers, labourers 
and the poor, these are bad 
days,” he stressed.

Bengaluru, April 17 (IANS): Karnataka 
Governor Vajubhai R. Vala on Tuesday 
notified the May 12 elections to the 
224-member Assembly, the State Elec-
tion Commission said.

Of the total seats, 36 are reserved for 
Scheduled Castes and 15 for the Sched-
uled Tribes. April 24 is the last date for 
filing nominations while scrutiny will 
be taken up on April 25. The last date 
for withdrawal is April 27.

Polling will be held from 7 a.m. to 5 
p.m. across the state on May 12. Votes 
will be counted on May 15.

Elaborate arrangements have been 
made to ensure peaceful voting amid 
tight security at 58,546 polling booths 
across 224 constituencies, using Elec-
tronic Voting Machines along with 
Voter Verified Paper Audit Trails.

As many as 450 polling booths are 
‘pink booths’, managed by all-women 
officials, including police, in all Assem-
bly segments.

The southern state has 4.96 crore 
registered electors, including 2.52 crore 
men and 2.44 crore women. Over 15 
lakh are first-time voters in the 18-19 
age group.
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North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, claps while watching a performance of a Chinese art troupe with his 
wife Ri Sol Ju, left, and Song Tao, right, head of the ruling Communist Party’s International Department, at 
East Pyongyang Grand Theater in Pyongyang, North Korea. 

Emmanuel Macron

Mohammed Faisal

Theresa May and Donald Trump

US, UK warn against Russia-
sponsored cyber-attacks 

Kim Jong-un advocates stronger ties with China

Macron defends Syria strikes in EU debate

2018 Pulitzer Prizes winners announced

Philippines releases Australian nun arrested for political activities 

Pakistan says India’s charge of 
inciting Sikh pilgrims wrong

Gunmen attack 
vehicle, kill 
six civilians in 
Afghanistan — 
official 

Chemical inspectors enter Syria’s 
Douma amid concerns for probe 

One killed in Karachi protest over minor’s rape, killing

San Francisco, April 17 
(IANS): Cyber security rep-
resentatives from the US 
and Britain have warned of 
Russian state-sponsored 
cyber-attacks that are tar-
geting network infrastruc-
ture devices such as routers 
and firewalls, to compro-
mise government and pri-
vate sectors globally.

According to a US 
Computer Emergency Re-
sponse Team (US-CERT), 
the Technical Alert (TA) 
provided information on 
the worldwide cyber ex-
ploitation of network in-
frastructure devices (rout-
ers, switches, firewalls, 
Network-based Intrusion 
Detection Systems) by Rus-
sian state-sponsored cyber 
actors.

The joint TA is the re-
sult of analytic efforts be-
tween the US Department 
of Homeland Security 
(DHS), the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI), and 
the UK’s National Cyber 
Security Centre, according 
to inforation on the official 
website of the DHS.

“Victims were identi-
fied through a coordinated 
series of actions between 
US and international part-
ners. The report builds on 
previous DHS reporting 
and advisories from the 

UK, Australia and the Eu-
ropean Union,” the website 
said.

“The FBI has high con-
fidence that Russian state-
sponsored cyber actors are 
using compromised rout-
ers to conduct man-in-the-
middle attacks to support 
espionage, extract intel-
lectual property, maintain 
persistent access to victim 
networks, and potentially 
lay a foundation for future 
offensive operations.”

Since 2015, the US gov-
ernment has been receiv-
ing information from mul-
tiple sources -- including 
private and public sector 
cyber security research 

organisations and allies 
-- that cyber actors were 
exploiting large numbers of 
enterprise-class and resi-
dential routers and switch-
es worldwide.

The government as-
sessed that cyber actors 
supported by the Rus-
sian government carried 
out this worldwide cam-
paign.

These operations en-
able espionage and in-
tellectual property that 
supports the Russian Fed-
eration’s national security 
and economic goals, the 
website said.

Russian cyber-actors 
leverage a number of leg-

acy or weak protocols and 
service ports associated 
with network administra-
tion activities. 

Cyber-actors use these 
weaknesses to identify vul-
nerable devices, extract 
device configurations, 
harvest login credentials, 
modify device firmware, 
and copy or redirect vic-
tim traffic through Russian 
cyber-actor-controlled in-
frastructure.

Organisations can use 
publicly available cyber 
security guidance and best 
practices from DHS, allied 
governments, vendors and 
the private-sector cyber 
security community on 

mitigation strategies for 
the exploitation vectors to 
safeguard their networks.

Meanwhile, an expert 
from cyber security com-
pany FireEye said that 
Russia has repeatedly lev-
eraged cyber tools to pro-
tect its interests, especially 
when the country’s prestige 
as a military superpower is 
threatened.

“For instance, when 
their place in the Olympics 
was embarrassingly lost, 
they lashed out with a cam-
paign to undermine the 
legitimacy of the games, 
ultimately culminating in 
an attempt to disrupt the 
events themselves,” John 
Hultquist, Director of Intel-
ligence Analysis at FireEye, 
said in a statement.

“As in the Olympics, 
Russia is already seeking to 
undermine the legitimacy 
of the strikes through social 
media accounts we suspect 
are tied to the Internet Re-
search Agency (IRA). They 
could complement these 
campaigns with targeted 
leaks as they did during the 
US elections.”

Furthermore, more ag-
gressive options such as 
cyberattack could be em-
ployed, though they may 
be considered too escala-
tory, Hultquist added.

Pyong yang, April  17 
(IANS): North Korean lead-
er Kim Jong-un expressed 
his desire to strengthen 
ties with China during a 
ballet performance by a 
Chinese troupe here, state-
run news agency KCNA 
reported on Tuesday.

On Monday, Kim, along 
with his wife Ri Sol-ju, 
watched the Chinese ar-
tistes perform “Red Wom-
en Company”, reports Efe 
news agency.

After the performance, 
the couple met the troupe 
and Kim expressed hope 
the visit “would serve as a 
significant occasion in car-
rying forward and further 
consolidating the tradi-
tional DPRK-China friend-
ship”.

The visiting Chinese 
troupe will participate in 
a festival as part of cultural 
exchanges between the 
two countries.

China and North Ko-
rea’s relations had been 
strained until Kim travelled 
to meet Chinese President 
Xi Jinping in March.

The visit came before 
the planned summits be-
tween North Korea and 
South Korea and the US. It 
also marked Kim’s first trip 
abroad and the first meet-
ing with a foreign president 
since he came to power 
in 2011. The delegation 
of artistes, headed by the 
director of international 
relations of the Communist 
Party of China, Song Tao, 
arrived in Pyongyang last 

week, KCNA reported.
Song watched the per-

formance along with North 
Korean politburo’s mem-
bers, such as the regime’s 
number two, Choe Ryong-
hae.

Kim and Song spoke 
in a friendly way and the 
Chinese emissary said Xi 
attached great importance 
to the joint agreement in 
cultural matters with North 
Korea and conveyed his 
will to deepen exchanges in 
this and other fields.

Beijing’s support for 
UN sanctions against 
Pyongyang in the wake 
of its nuclear and ballistic 
missile tests had worsened 
the bilateral relation be-
tween the two allies in the 
recent years.

Paris, April 17 (IANS): 
French President Em-
manuel Macron on Tues-
day put up a fervent de-
fence of his decision to 
join a tripartite airstrike 
campaign in Syria as pun-
ishment for the Damas-
cus regime’s alleged use of 
chemical weapons.

Macron made the re-
marks as he participated 
in a debate at the European 
Parliament in the eastern 
French city of Strasbourg 
when he touched upon 
the strikes conducted by 
France, the UK and the 
United States on the night 
of April 13 that led to a con-
troversy in western politics 
and sparked anti-war pro-
tests, reports Efe news. 

“If you believe in mul-
tilateralism, if you believe 
in the force of law and of 
what is right, then at some 
point in time you have to 
decide that you cannot 
simply cave to the cynicism 
of those who do not sup-
port that,” said the French 

President.
The airstrikes against 

alleged chemical weapons 
factories in Syria came in 
response to an attack on 
the Eastern Ghouta city 
of Douma on April 7 that 
killed at least 70 people, 
including 40 apparently 
showing symptoms con-
sistent with those triggered 
by exposure to chemical 
toxins. 

Harrowing images of 

dead and dying children 
in Douma, which at the 
time was under rebel con-
trol although it has since 
been recaptured by forces 
loyal to President Bashar 
al-Assad with the help of 
Russian firepower, spread 
quickly on social media. 

Macron clarified that 
no member of the interna-
tional coalition, a frame-
work already engaging the 
Islamic State terror group 

in Syria, had declared war 
on Assad and insisted that 
the right to take action 
against the use of chemical 
weapons had been adopt-
ed by all members of the 
UN Security Council. 

He lamented that Rus-
sia had blocked the Secu-
rity Council from sanction-
ing action against Assad’s 
facilities on previous oc-
casions that chemical gas 
was allegedly used in the 
war-torn nation. 

“We need to stand up, 
we need to defend our 
rights, what are we going to 
say? Our rights just for us, 
our principals just for us, 
reality for everyone else? 
No, no.”

He reiterated that the 
precision airstrikes on 
Syria caused no human 
casualties but had wiped 
out three alleged chemical 
plants. 

Syria and its main allies 
Russia and Iran denied any 
involvement in the Douma 
attack.

New York, April 17 (IANS): The New 
York Times and The New Yorker 
have jointly won the 2018 Pulitzer 
Prize for public service for their 
reporting on exposing powerful and 
wealthy sexual predators, includ-
ing allegations against Hollywood 
movie maker Harvey Weinstein.

Pulitzer Prize Administrator 
Dana Canedy announced the win-
ners of the 2018 Pulitzer Prizes at 
the Columbia University Monday in 
New York City, Xinhua news agency 
reported on Tuesday.

The New York Times also shared 
the honour for national reporting 
with The Washington Post for their 

coverage of the investigation into 
Russian involvement in the 2016 US 
presidential election. 

The Press Democrat of Santa 
Rosa, California, won the breaking 
news award for coverage of the 
wildfires that swept through Cali-
fornia’s wine country last fall. 

The Arizona Republic and the 
USA Today Network took the Ex-
planatory Reporting prize for their 
reporting on U.S. President Donald 
Trump’s proposed border wall.

American rapper and song-
writer Kendrick Lamar’s “DAMN” 
won the Pulitzer Prize for music. It 
is the first non-classical or jazz work 

to win the award. The 30-year-old 
musician won five Grammy awards 
in January for the album.

The Pulitzer Prize for Fiction 
went to “Less” by American novelist 
Andrew Sean Greer. 

It is a delightful book about 
growing older and the essential 
nature of love.

The Pulitzers, the most pres-
tigious honours in American jour-
nalism, have been awarded since 
1917. 

Public service award winners 
receive a gold medal, and the other 
awards carry a prize of $15,000 
each.

Islamabad, April 17 (IANS): 
Pakistan on Tuesday re-
jected as “falsehood” the 
Indian charge of “attempts 
to incite Sikh pilgrims” to 
raise the issue of Khalistan.

Foreign Office spokes-
person Mohammed Faisal 
“categorically rejected In-
dian allegations” in a series 
of tweets, a day after In-
dia summoned Pakistan’s 
Deputy High Commis-
sioner and lodged a strong 
protest over attempts being 
made to raise the Khalistan 
issue during the visit of Sikh 
pilgrims to that country. 

“By spreading such 
falsehoods, India stokes 
the controversy regarding 
visit of Sikh pilgrims, at-
tending the Baisakhi and 
Khalsa ceremonies in Paki-

stan,” tweeted Faisal. 
He said: “Pakistan wel-

comes Hindu and Sikh 
pilgrims from all over the 
world, including India. Pa-
kistan has made arrange-
ments to extend maximum 
facilitation to the visiting 
Sikh pilgrims during their 
visits to sacred places in 
Pakistan.” 

 According to the In-
dian External Affairs Min-
istry, around 1,800 Sikh 
pilgrims have been travel-
ling to Pakistan from April 
12 under a bilateral agree-
ment on facilitating visits 
to religious shrines.

India, on Sunday, pro-
tested to the Pakistan for-
eign office that visiting Sikh 
pilgrims to Pakistan were 
not allowed to meet the 

Damascus, April 17 (PTI/
AFP): International inves-
tigators today entered a 
Syrian town hit by an al-
leged chemical attack, after 
days of delay and warnings 
by Western powers that 
crucial evidence had likely 
been removed.

The suspected gas at-
tack on April 7 on Douma, 
near Damascus, reportedly 
left more than 40 people 
dead and was blamed by 
Western powers on the 
regime of Syrian President 
Bashar al-Assad.

In response, the United 
States, France and Britain 
conducted unprecedented 
missile strikes on Syrian 
military installations, but 
Paris admitted on Tues-
day they were a matter of 
“honour” that had solved 
nothing.

“Experts from the 

chemical weapons com-
mittee enter the town of 
Douma,” state news agen-
cy SANA wrote, referring 
to the Organisation for the 
Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons (OPCW).

France and the United 
States appeared to ques-
tion the purpose of such a 
mission, warning that any 
incriminating evidence 
had likely been removed 
by now.

“It is highly likely that 
evidence and essential ele-
ments disappear from the 
site, which is completely 
controlled by the Russian 
and Syrian armies,” the 
French foreign ministry 
said.

The US ambassador to 
the OPCW, Ken Ward, had 
claimed Monday that the 
Russians had already vis-
ited the site and “may have 

tampered with it”.
In an impassioned 

defence to the European 
Parliament on Tuesday, 
France’s President Em-
manuel Macron admitted 
that Saturday’s strikes had 
been a more political than 
military decision.

“Three countries have 
intervened, and let me be 
quite frank, quite honest -- 
this is for the honour of the 
international community,” 
he said in the French city of 
Strasbourg.

The French leader 
was also set to strip Syrian 
President Bashar al-Assad 
of a prestigious award he 
was granted by former 
president Jacques Chirac 
in 2001.

Yet, a report on state 
news agency SANA that 
Syrian air defences had 
shot down missiles over 

Homs province overnight 
raised fears that further 
action had indeed been 
taken. Big explosions were 
heard overnight near Shay-
rat air base, southeast of 
Homs city, and near Da-
mascus where two other 
air bases are located, the 
Syrian Observatory for Hu-
man Rights reported.

After Saturday’s strikes, 
which destroyed mostly 
empty buildings, the trio of 
Western powers trying to 
reassert influence on the 
seven-year-old war have 
appeared to favour diplo-
matic action.

A series of meetings 
was scheduled in a bid to 
relaunch talks aimed at 
ending a war that has left 
more than 350,000 peo-
ple dead and displaced 
more than half of the Syrian 
population.

Manila, April 17 (IANS): A 71-year-old 
Australian nun, who was detained in 
the Philippines over her alleged in-
volvement in political activities, was 
released on Tuesday.

Sister Patricia Fox, a nun belong-
ing to the Sisters of Our Lady of Sion 
en Philippines, was arrested on Mon-
day for “violating the conditions of 
her stay by attending protest rallies 
and engaging in political activities”, 
the Philippines Bureau of Immigra-
tion said in a statement earlier on 
Tuesday.

“I’ve participated in rallies to 
demand land rights for farmers, to 
release political prisoners. I call it part 
of our duty as the religious to support 
and stand for the poor. I haven’t at-
tended rallies for politics, but for hu-

man rights,” Fox told the local media 
after her release. Fox has been work-
ing in the Philippines for the past 27 
years, reports Efe news.

The Philippines authorities will 
be probing the allegations against 
the nun and might file appropriate 
charges against her, Fox’s lawyer Jober 
Ilarde Pahilga told reporters.

Over the past two decades, Fox 
has been working with some of the 
most underprivileged communities 
in several regions in the country, 
including in the southern island of 
Mindanao, according to the Catholic 
Bishops Conference of the Philip-
pines, who condemned her arrest.

Manila’s Auxiliary Bishop Broder-
ick Pabillo, who visited the nun at the 
immigration bureau, called the nun’s 

arrest a sign that the government was 
beginning to crack down on critics.

However, Immigration Bureau 
spokesperson Antonette Man-
grobang said that the Philippines 
law does not allow any foreigner to 
participate in political activities.

The nun’s arrest comes a day 
after the Deputy Secretary-General 
of the Party of European Socialists, 
Giacomo Filibeck, was barred from 
entering the country over his partici-
pation in a human rights forum.

Filibeck was part of an interna-
tional mission in 2017, which had 
harshly criticised the killings under 
President Rodrigo Duterte’s con-
troversial anti-drug campaign, and 
which had led to the inclusion of his 
name on a government blacklist.

Indian high commissioner 
and other Indian diplo-
mats.

India called it “inexpli-
cable diplomatic discour-
tesy”, pointing out that this 
amounted to a “clear viola-
tion of the Vienna Conven-
tion of 1961, the bilateral 
Protocol to visit Religious 
Shrines, 1974 and the Code 
of Conduct (for the treat-
ment of diplomatic/consu-
lar personnel in India and 
Pakistan) of 1992”. 

Faisal tweeted that Pa-
kistn “remain committed 
to continuing such coop-
eration, which is in line 
with our religious ethos, 
traditions of hospitality, 
and provisions of the 1974 
Protocol on Visits to Reli-
gious Shrines. No amount 
of Indian propaganda 
could succeed in turning 
this right into a wrong,” 
tweeted Faisal.

He further said that 
India “should respect in-
ternational and inter-state 
norms, respect all religions, 
especially minorities, and 
refrain from indulging 
in pointless provocation 
which only vitiates an al-
ready charged environ-
ment to the detriment of 
all”.

Kabul, April 17 (PTI/AP): 
An Afghan official says at 
least six civilians were shot 
and killed by gunmen in 
western Ghor province this 
morning.

Iqbal Nezami, spokes-
man for the provincial 
police chief, said that 
four other civilians were 
wounded after their ve-
hicle was attacked near 
Faroz Koh, the provincial 
capital.

The victims were all 
ethnic Hazaras, a Shia mi-
nority in Afghanistan that 
is frequently targeted by 
Sunni extremists in differ-
ent parts of the country.

Nezami says the Haz-
aras were travelling from 
Herat, another western 
province, to Ghor when 
they came under attack.

No one immediately 
claimed responsibility for 
the attack.

Both the Taliban and 
militants from the rival 
Islamic State terror group 
are active in Ghor and have 
previously claimed attacks 
in the province.

Karachi, April 17 (IANS): 
One person was killed and 
several injured during a 
protest here to demand 
justice for a minor girl, 
who was raped and mur-
dered, turned violent with 
demonstrators pelting 
stones at the police and 
nearby vehicles.

The girl, who had gone 
missing on Sunday, was 
found dead in the bushes 
in the city’s Manghopir 
area on Monday night. She 
was identified on Tuesday 
as a resident of Baloch 

Goth, Orangi Town. The 
post-mortem report re-
vealed that she had been 
raped before being stran-
gled, according to a Geo 
News report. 

Relatives and locals 
placed the body of the girl 
on Orangi Road demand-
ing that the authorities 
take notice of the incident 
and arrest those behind 
the heinous crime. The 
protest later turned violent 
when police personnel at-
tacked the demonstrators 
after being pelted with 

stones.
Police resorted to a 

baton charge and aeri-
al firing. As a result, two 
protesters were severe-
ly injured and taken to 
a hospital where one, 
identified as Abdul Reh-
man, succumbed to his 
wounds. The demonstra-
tion brought traffic to a 
halt in the area.

Ten police personnel, 
including a deputy super-
intendent of police and 
two station house offic-
ers were also injured in 

the clashes, Dawn online 
reported. A police official 
said the minor girl’s body 
bore marks of torture and 
was sent for autopsy. Two 
out of three suspects men-
tioned by the girl’s parents 
were arrested.

Meanwhile, Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf MPA 
Khurram Sher Zaman 
claimed that the deceased 
protester was a “party 
worker who was killed as 
a result of police’s straight 
firing on peaceful protest-
ers”.
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Khan to travel abroad

Eva Longoria 
gets star on 
Walk Of Fame

Shilpa Shetty to make digital 
debut as blind dating show host

Blake Shelton open to 
marrying Gwen Stefani
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B
ollywood actor 
Salman Khan, 
out on bail in a 
1998 black-
buck poaching 

case, was on Tuesday 
granted permission to 
travel to the US, Canada 
and Nepal.

Judge Chandra Kumar 
Songara of the Sessions 
Court here gave the 
permission soon after 
Salman submitted a plea.

Salman’s case was 
presented by senior ad-
vocate Mahesh Bora after 
brief arguments by public 
prosecutor Pokar Ram.

Salman was granted 
bail in the poaching case 
here on April 7 after being 
sentenced to a five-year 
jail term.

The actor spent two 
nights in jail following 
the court’s verdict, after 
which he was granted 

S
inger Blake Shelton 
has considered 
marrying singer 
Gwen Stefani, but 
he is in no rush to 

settle down.
During the Academy 

of Country Music Awards, 
Shelton said he is open to 
marrying Stefani, whom he 
has been dating since 2015, 
reports aceshowbiz.com.

“I think about it but I 
don’t think it’s anytime soon 
or anything. The more time 
that goes by, I guess, the 
closer you would be getting 
to that,” he said.

During the awards show, 
Shelton, 41, took the stage 
to perform while Stefani 
looked on from the crowd. 

Shelton and Stefani be-
came romantically involved 
while appearing as judges 
on the reality competition 
show “The Voice” shortly 
after splitting from their 
respective partners Miranda 
Lambert and Gavin Ross-
dale.

IANS

Singer Kylie Minogue says she is “very happily single” 
and does not need a man to validate her life.

Minogue said she has moved on from the break up 
with her actor fiance Joshua Sasse, reported female-
first.co.uk. “Literally, that’s been and gone but I appre-
ciated everyone’s kind thoughts. That does seem like 
another life. I really just built up, regained my sense of 
self, I was like, ‘Oh yeah this is me, this is who I am’,” 
Minogue said on the TV show “Lorraine”. The “Can’t 
get you out of my head” hitmaker says her new album 
“Golden” is about moving forward in her life.

The singer began dating Sasse in late 2015 and they 
got engaged just a few months later. But the actress 
and singer confirmed last February that they had 
separated.

IANS

A
ctress-entrepreneur 
Shilpa Shetty Kun-
dra is set to make 
her digital debut as 
host “Hear Me. Love 

Me.”, reality show that aims to 
redefine the concept of blind 
dating.

Amazon Prime Video an-
nounced the show on Tuesday.

Thrilled about her digital 
debut, Shilpa said in a state-
ment: “I am sure all of us have 
wondered if looks are every-
thing when it comes to dating. 

“’Hear Me. Love Me.’ 
puts this concept to the 
test. The format of this 
unusual and edgy reality 
show revolves around 
dating through the 
heart. The show tries 

to uncover what each 
contestant values the 
most in their date.”

The show com-
bines modern day 
technology with the 
rules of old world 
romance to uncover 
the perfect recipe for 
love. 

The format takes 
a single young 

woman look-
ing for love and 
sets her up on 

three dates in a single day. The 
catch? She is not allowed to see 
what her dates look like.

Produced by FremantleMe-
dia India, the series provides 
a window into what contem-
porary India thinks of love, 
romance and dating.

Vijay Subramaniam, Direc-
tor, Content, Amazon Prime 
Video India, said: “This show is 
fun and fresh. It is based on the 
premise of choosing a date, but 
with a big twist and in a never 
before seen format in India.”

The makers considered 
Shilpa a “great fit” to host the 
show, in which young women 
between 21 to 32 years of age, 
with different aspirations and 
from different walks of life, 
make an attempt to find love 
and companionship.

“Shilpa’s innate warmth 
and joie de vivre blend beauti-
fully with the show format to 
create irresistible entertain-
ment, said Aradhana Bhola, 
Managing Director, Fremantle-
Media India.

“Hear Me. Love Me.” is 
produced in seven countries, 
and was originally devised 
by FremantleMedia’s Israeli 
production company Abot 
Hameiri.

IANS

A
ctress Eva 
Longoria has 
joined the 
‘stars’ of the 
likes of Daniel 

Radcliffe, Scarlett Johans-
son, Mary Carlisle, Kirk 
Douglas and Richard 
Burton on Hollywood’s 
Walk of Fame.

The 43-year-old 
actress was joined at the 
ceremony by her hus-
band Jose Baston, family 
members and a group of 
celebrity friends, includ-
ing former “Desperate 
Housewives” co-star 
Felicity Huffman, Anna 
Faris and Ricky Mar-
tin, reported eonline.
com.

“It was really 
surreal today. I 
meant it when 
I said, 20 years 
ago, stand-
ing almost at 
this spot: ‘I’m 
gonna have a 
star one day’, 
and then, for 
it to happen. 
And then, of 
course, Felic-
ity’s speech and 
Ricky, and 
Anna... it’s just 
overwhelm-
ing,” said 
Longoria.

The 
actress 
unveiled 
her star, the 
2,633rd, on 
the Walk of 
Fame here.

She then beamed 
about her next big real 
life role as a mother, 
and said: “Yes, the most 
important project’s yet to 
come. It’s been amazing 
and I feel really honoured 
and blessed that all of this 
is happening... This has 
been really, really special.

“I’ll be taking a break 
after this. This is my last 
official work of duty and 
then just waiting, waiting 
for the baby.”

Longoria and Baston 
are expecting a son later 

this spring.
IANS

bail.
District and Sessions 

Court Judge Ravindra 
Kumar Joshi had asked 
the actor not to leave 
the country without 
the court’s permission. 
Salman was granted bail 

on a personal bond of Rs 
50,000.

The actor has started 
shooting for Ali Abbas 
Zafar’s “Bharat”, which 
will also feature Priyanka 
Chopra.

IANS

American rapper and songwriter Kendrick Lamar has 
won a Pulitzer Prize for his album “DAMN”. Lamar’s 
“DAMN” was announced as the recipient of the 
prestigious award on Monday, a history-making first 
for a rap artiste, as the music award is typically given to 
classical or jazz works, reported cnn.com. It is the first 
non-classical or jazz work to win the award. “DAMN” 
is Lamar’s fourth studio album and was released in 
April 2017. The 30-year-old musician won five Gram-
my awards in January for the album.
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New silicon-level Intel tech 
to prevent cyber attacks
Ne w  De l h i , Ap r i l  1 7 
(IANS): Global chip-maker 
Intel on Tuesday launched 
silicon-level cyber threat 
detection technology to 
protect customers’ data 
without compromising 
the performance and mi-
nimising the power con-
sumption.

T h e  c o m p a n y 
launched “Intel Threat 
Detection Technology (In-
tel TDT)”, which is a set of 
silicon-level capabilities 
that will help the ecosys-
tem detect new classes of 
threats, and “Intel Security 
Essentials”, a framework 
that standardises built-in 
security features across 
Intel chips. 

“We are also announc-
ing a strengthened aca-
demic partnership with 
Purdue University in the 
US to help accelerate the 

development and avail-
ability of cyber security 
talent,” Rick Echevarria, 
Vice President, Software 
and Services Group Gen-
eral Manager, Platforms 
Security Division at Intel, 
said in a statement.

“Intel Threat Detec-
tion Technology” leverag-
es silicon-level telemetry 
and functionality to help 

organisations improve 
the detection of advanced 
cyber threats and exploits. 

Intel also announced 
implementation plans by 
Microsoft and Cisco.

The first capability 
is “Accelerated Memory 
Scanning” that is handled 
by Intel’s integrated graph-
ics processor, enabling 
more scanning, while 

reducing the impact on 
performance and power 
consumption.

Microsoft will inte-
grate Accelerated Memory 
Scanning into Microsoft 
Windows Defender Ad-
vanced Threat Protection’s 
(ATP) anti-virus capability 
this month.

The second is “Intel 
Advanced Platform Te-
lemetry” that combines 
platform telemetry, with 
Machine Learning algo-
rithms, to improve the 
detection of advanced 
threats.

“I am excited about the 
progress we are making, 
together with these key 
partners, to pioneer inno-
vations across silicon and 
software to help protect 
customers from emerg-
ing threats,” Echevarria 
added.

Google Home: Your best friend 
who instantly heeds commands 
New Delhi, April 17 (IANS): “OK 
Google, wake me up at 8 a.m. and 
book an appointment with the 
hair stylist at 10 a.m.,” went the 
instruction to Google Home -- the 
voice-activated speaker powered 
by Google Assistant.

“Sure, your alarm is set for 8 
a.m. and the appointment has 
been fixed for 10 a.m.,” came 
the instant reply from Google 
Assistant -- the new lady in my 
home who, according to senior 
company executives, has received 
over 4.5 lakh marriage proposals 
from India.

Following the launch of “Ama-
zon Echo” smart speaker in India 
last year, Google has now brought 
its “Home” speaker range to the 
country.

Google Home and Home Mini 
speakers -- priced at Rs 9,999 and 
Rs 4,499, respectively -- can help 
people with their commute, play 
their favourite songs and videos, 
plan their daily schedule and lots 
more.

Let’s see how Google Home 
fares in the Indian context.

The speaker is capable of un-
derstanding the thick Indian ac-
cent thanks to two microphones 
on either side of the LED lights 
that light up when the device 
recognises the opening “OK 
Google” voice command.

The two microphones utilise 
the neural beam forming tech-
nique to enable accurate voice 
recognition.

The curves of the device re-
semble a wine glass. The lower 
part holds the speakers and the 
upper part is the main body with 
the touch-sensitive top.

When the volume is increased 
or decreased, the device responds 
with the shimmering ivory-co-
loured light ring.

Google has trained the Assis-

tant in English and has promised 
Hindi support later this year. 

“Play ‘Firestone’ by KYGO,” 
went another voice command and 
lo! the device checked the Google 
Play music subscription -- the 
company is giving six-month free 
Google Play music subscription 
when you buy the device -- and 
instantly played the song. 

The device also works with mu-
sic streaming platforms like Saavn 
and Gaana. The music output was 
good for a medium-sized room.

“OK, Google, play Arijit Singh 
songs.” She returned with the hit 
number “Enna sona kyun rab ne 
banaya”.

If you want to chat or listen to 
her in an another room, pair an-
other Home device or a Bluetooth 
speaker with Chromecast support. 
Another option is to attach a Chro-
mecast Audio device to a speaker. 

Google Assistant told us the 
correct score of Delhi Daredevils 
while it chased the Mumbai Indi-
ans’ total in one of the IPL matches.

However, to a question on 
happenings in Syria, she played 
a 30-second news bulletin from 
BBC News.

Google has simulated hun-
dreds of thousands of noisy en-
vironments and applied Machine 
Learning (ML) to recognise pat-
terns that allow it to filter and 
separate speech from noise.

Google Assistant understands 
several languages and can trans-
lates sentences into Spanish, 
French and more.

Not only multimedia, Google 
Home can also control smart de-
vices such as connected Internet 
of Things (IoT) device “Philips 
Hue” in your drawing room.

We set up Google Home to 
control a light bulb which was 
connected via “Philips Hue”. We 
asked the device to dim, turn off 
and turn on the light and got the 
desired results.
What didn’t work?
While playing music, Google 
Home at times did not receive 
the command in one go. We had 
to raise our voice twice or some-
times thrice to get the command 
through the noisy environment.

One important takeaway: Nev-
er keep your Google Assistant-
enabled smartphone near Home 
device as the voice command 
does wake up Assistant in the 
smartphone too and could ruin 
the whole experience.
Conclusion: At this price point, 
Google Home is a good choice as it 
saves time while performing some 
key daily tasks for you. It is not the 
replacement of your better half 
yet, but does help you with daily 
chores. Take it home.

Scientists accidentally 
develop plastic-eating enzyme

Huawei predicts 100bn internet connections globally by 2025

Launch of NASA’s next planet-
hunting mission postponed

Washington, April 17 
(IANS): Scientists have 
accidentally developed a 
plastic-eating enzyme that 
may be used to combat 
one of the world’s worst 
pollution problems, a me-
dia report said.

Re s e a rc h e r s  f ro m 
Britain’s University of 
Portsmouth and the US 
Department of Energy’s 
National Renewable En-
ergy Laboratory (NREL) 
made the discovery while 
examining the structure 
of a natural enzyme found 
in a waste recycling centre 
a few years ago in Japan, 
CNN reported on Tuesday.

The finding was pub-
lished on Monday in the 
Proceedings of the Nation-
al Academy of Sciences.

They said the enzyme, 
Ideonella sakaiensis 201-
F6, is able to “eat” polyeth-
ylene terephthalate, PET, 
which was patented as a 
plastic in the 1940s and is 
used in millions of tonnes 
of plastic bottles.

Their aim was to study 
its structure, but they ac-
cidentally engineered an 
enzyme which was even 
better at breaking down 
PET plastics.

“We hoped to deter-
mine its structure to aid 
in protein engineering, 
but we ended up going 
a step further and acci-
dentally engineered an 
enzyme with improved 
performance at breaking 
down these plastics,” said 

NREL’s lead researcher 
Gregg Beckham.

The discovery could 
result in a recycling solu-
tion for millions of tonnes 
of plastic bottles made of 
PET, which currently per-
sists for hundreds of years 
in the environment, the 
University of Portsmouth 
said on its website.

“Serendipity often 
plays a significant role in 
fundamental scientific 
research and our discov-
ery here is no exception,” 
said Professor McGeehan, 
director of the Institute of 
Biological and Biomedi-
cal Sciences in the School 
of Biological Sciences at 
Portsmouth.

The enzyme can also 
degrade polyethylene fu-
randicarboxylate, or PEF, 
a bio-based substitute for 
PET plastics that is being 
hailed as a replacement 
for glass beer bottles, CNN 
reported.

PEF plastics, although 
bio-based, are not biode-
gradable, and would still 
end up as waste in landfills 
and in the seas, the NREL 
said.

According to a three-
year study published in Sci-
entific Reports last month, 
a huge, swirling pile of 
trash in the Pacific Ocean, 
known as the Great Pacific 
Garbage Patch, is growing 
faster than expected and is 
now three times the size of 
France, more than double 
the size of Texas.

Huge asteroid gives 
Earth surprise flyby
Washington, April 17 
(IANS): If you are not 
aware that a giant aster-
oid the size of a football 
field flew past Earth over 
the weekend, you are not 
alone as even NASA sci-
entists got to know about 
the flyby only a few hours 
before it happened, media 
reported.

NASA scientists no-
ticed the massive aster-
oid at an observatory in 
Arizona just 21 hours prior 
to the flyby, ScienceAlert 
reported on Tuesday. 

The asteroid, desig-
nated 2018 GE3, made its 
closest approach to Earth 
at around 2.41 a.m. EDT 
on Sunday, according to a 
Space.com report.

Travell ing around 
106,000 kilometres per 
hour, the asteroid was as 
far away from our home 
planet as half the average 
distance between Earth 
and the Moon.

NASA has estimated 

that the asteroid is some-
where between 47 to 100 
metres wide, meaning it is 
roughly 3.6 times the size 
of the one that cleared 
2,000 square kilometres 
of forest when it exploded 
over Russia’s Tunguska 
region in Siberia in 1908.

And that particular as-
teroid was estimated to 
have produced about 185 
times more energy than 
the Hiroshima atomic 
bomb, the report said. 

“I f  2 0 1 8  G E 3  h a d 
hit Earth, it would have 
caused regional, not glob-
al, damage, and might 
have disintegrated in the 
atmosphere before reach-
ing the ground,” Space-
Weather.com reported.

“Nevertheless, it is a 
significant asteroid, il-
lustrating how even large 
space rocks can still take 
us by surprise. 2018 GE3 
was found less than a 
day before its closest ap-
proach,” said the report.

Shenzhen (China), April 
17 (IANS): There will be 
nearly 40 billion personal 
smart devices and 100 bil-
lion Internet connections 
around the world by 2025, 
a new report by Chinese 
electronics giant Huawei 
forecast on Tuesday.

T h e  re p o r t  t i t l e d 
“Global Industry Vision 
(GIV) 2025” said that “by 
2025, intelligent technol-
ogy will be applied exten-
sively in the transporta-
tion industry, with more 
than 60 million vehicles 
connected to 5G networks 
and 100 per cent of new 
vehicles connected to the 
Internet”.

The report, released by 

William Xu, Director of the 
Board and Chief Strategy 
Marketing Officer of Hua-
wei, at the 2018 edition 
of global annual analyst 
summit here, predicted 
that industrial Internet 
would be the major source 
of those 100 billion con-
nections. 

“The massive amounts 
of data generated by the 
ability for all things to 
sense will be extensively 
integrated with all indus-
tries,” it added.

According to Hua-
wei, the intelligent world 
would reshape industries 
and give birth to new intel-
ligent industries. It would 
also enable industries to 

go beyond current growth 
trajectories and achieve 
leapfrog development 
while giving a massive 
boost to innovation.

“ With high-speed 
connections, Internet of 
Things (IoT) and Artificial 
Intelligence (AI)-based 
Cloud, the platforms will 
help industries achieve 
leapfrog development 
through intelligent analy-
sis, decision-making and 
assistance,” the report 
noted.

It predicts that by 
adopting intelligence in 
cities, urban planners will 
be able to create new paths 
for sustainable develop-
ment in security man-

agement, transportation 
planning and other do-
mains, enabling city resi-
dents to enjoy the safety, 
convenience, and high liv-
ing standards made pos-
sible by a digital life.

Last month, Huawei 
showcased DS7 -- the first 
car featuring “Huawei 
Connect Car Solution” -- 
at the Eco-Partner Confer-
ence in China. 

The “Huawei Con-
nected Car Solution” is 
supported by Huawei’s 
IoT platform, “Ocean-
Connect”. Huawei de-
veloped the car in col-
laboration with French 
automobile manufac-
turer’s Group PSA.

Washington, April  17 
(IANS): NASA is now tar-
geting Wednesday for the 
launch of its next planet-
hunting mission, the Tran-
siting Exoplanet Survey 
Satellite, or Tess.

The spacecraft was ear-
lier scheduled to launch on 
a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket 
from Cape Canaveral Air 
Force Station in Florida 
on Monday (4.02 a.m. on 
Tuesday, India time).

“Standing down to-
day to conduct additional 
GNC (guidance, navigation 
and control) analysis, and 
teams are now working to-
wards a targeted launch of 
@NASA_TESS on Wednes-
day, April 18,” SpaceX said 
in a tweet on Monday . 

NASA in a blog post said 
that the Tess spacecraft is 
in excellent health, and 
remains ready for launch.  
Tess is NASA’s next step in 
the search for exoplanets, 
including those that could 
support life. 

Once in orbit, Tess will 
spend about two years 
surveying 200,000 of the 
brightest stars near the Sun 
to search for planets out-
side our solar system.

It will find the most 
promising exoplanets 
orbiting relatively near-
by stars, giving future re-
searchers a rich set of new 
targets for more compre-

hensive follow-up studies, 
including the potential to 
assess their capacity to har-
bour life.

With the help of a grav-
itational assist from the 
Moon, the spacecraft will 
settle into a 13.7-day orbit 
around Earth, NASA said in 
an earlier statement.

Sixty days after the 
launch and following tests 
of its instruments, the satel-
lite will begin its initial two-
year mission. Four wide-
field cameras will give Tess 
a field-of-view that covers 
85 per cent of our entire sky. 

Within this vast visual 
perspective, the sky has 
been divided into 26 sec-
tors that Tess will observe 
one by one. 

The first year of obser-
vations will map the 13 
sectors encompassing the 
southern sky, and the sec-
ond year will map the 13 
sectors of the northern sky.

The spacecraft will be 
looking for a phenomenon 
known as a transit, where 
a planet passes in front of 
its star, causing a periodic 
and regular dip in the star’s 
brightness. 

NASA’s Kepler space-
craft used the same meth-
od to spot more than 2,600 
confirmed exoplanets, 
most of them orbiting faint 
stars 300 to 3,000 light-
years away.

A voice-activated ‘Home’ speaker that 
can help people with their commute, play 
favourite songs and videos, plan daily 
schedule and lots more.

IANS

Google develops AR-powered microscope 
for real-time cancer detection

Severe and mixed malaria 
infections posing new challenges

New York, April 17 (IANS): A 
team of Google researchers 
has developed a Machine 
Learning (ML) and Augment-
ed Reality (AR)-powered mi-
croscope that can help in 
real-time detection of cancer 
and save millions of lives.

In the annual meeting of 
the American Association 
for Cancer Research (AACR) 
in Chicago, Illinois on Mon-
day, Google described a pro-
totype Augmented Reality 
Microscope (ARM) platform 
that can help accelerate and 
democratise the adoption of 
deep learning tools for pa-
thologists around the world. 

The platform consists of 
a modified light microscope 
that enables real-time image 
analysis and presentation of 
the results of ML algorithms 
directly into the field of view. 

The ARM can be retrofit-
ted into existing light micro-
scopes around the world, 
using low-cost, readily-avail-
able components, and with-
out the need for whole slide 
digital versions of the tissue 
being analysed.

“In principle, the ARM 
can provide a wide variety 
of visual feedback, including 
text, arrows, contours, heat-
maps or animations, and is 
capable of running many 
types of machine learning 
algorithms aimed at solving 
different problems such as 
object detection, quantifica-
tion or classification,” Mar-
tin Stumpe, Technical Lead 
and Craig Mermel, Product 
Manager, Google Brain Team, 
wrote in a blog post.

Applications of deep 
learning to medical disci-
plines including ophthalmol-
ogy, dermatology, radiology, 
and pathology have shown 
great promise. 

“At Google, we have also 
published results showing 
that a convolutional neu-
ral network is able to detect 
breast cancer metastases in 
lymph nodes at a level of accu-
racy comparable to a trained 
pathologist,” the post said. 

However, because direct 
tissue visualization using a 
compound light microscope 
remains the predominant 
means by which a pathologist 
diagnoses illness, a critical 
barrier to the widespread 
adoption of deep learning in 
pathology is the dependence 
on having a digital represen-
tation of the microscopic 
tissue.

Modern computational 
components and deep learn-
ing models, such as those 
built upon open source soft-

ware “TensorFlow”, will allow 
a wide range of pre-trained 
models to run on this plat-
form. 

The Google team con-
figured ARM to run two dif-
ferent cancer detection al-
gorithms -- one that detects 
breast cancer metastases in 
lymph node specimens and 
another that detects pros-
tate cancer in prostatectomy 
specimens.

While both cancer models 
were originally trained on 
images from a whole slide 
scanner with a significantly 
different optical configura-
tion, the models performed 
remarkably well on the ARM 
with no additional re-training, 
the Google Brain Team noted. 

“We believe that the ARM 
has potential for a large im-
pact on global health, par-
ticularly for the diagnosis of 
infectious diseases, including 
tuberculosis and malaria, in 
the developing countries,” 
Google noted.

New Delhi, 17 April (India Science 
Wire):A new study has confirmed a 
drastic shift in malaria occurrence 
in India. There is an increase in the 
number of severe infections instead 
of mild form of malaria experienced 
earlier.

India used to be mostly bur-
dened with P. vivax (a mild form of 
malaria) cases but now there is an 
increasing number of P. falciparum 
(deadly form of malaria) cases. 
Researchers have also observed a 
high proportion of cases of mixed 
infections-infection of a patient 
by two or more species of malaria 
parasite.

Malaria spreads through female 
Anopheles mosquito and is caused 
by one of the four different species 
(or types) of Plasmodium parasite 
- P. falciparum, P. malariae, P. ovale 
and P. vivax in humans. Of them, 
infection with P. falciparum causes 
fatal form of malaria whereas P. 
vivax results in mild cases. 

In order to understand changes 
in the distribution of malaria cases, 
scientists at National Institute for 
Research in Tribal Health, Jabalpur 
and their collaborators mapped the 
burden of different malaria infec-
tions all over India.They collected 
blood samples from over 2300 
patients having malaria like symp-
toms from 11 different geographi-
cal locations. Standard malaria 
tests routinely available at primary 
health care centers were used, along 
with more sensitive PCR analysis 
which identifies genetic material of 
parasite. 

The research group has pub-
lished its results in scientific journal, 
PloS One recently. In addition, they 
collated data from publications over 
the past 13 years to analyze differ-
ential infection of malaria parasites 

based on PCR diagnostic test.“India 
is planning for malaria elimination 
by 2030. But a shift in malaria occur-
rence is really daunting for targeted 
malaria elimination,” said Prof.
Aparup Das, who led the research.

Out of the positive malaria infec-
tions, 13% were found to be mixed 
infections due to P. falciparumand 
P. vivax. These were mostly located 
in middle and southwest coast of 
India. The researchers feel mixed 
infections to be another challenge 
since these are associated with se-
vere malaria and proper treatment 
for these cases is not clearly defined.

Prof. Das expressed concern 
over emerging threat of another 
species of malaria- P. malariae. “Ear-
lier it was confined to Odishabut our 
analyses suggest that it is spreading 
to all over India and there are no de-
fined treatment guidelines, nor di-
agnosis in the field for this species.” 

“Considerable mixed malaria 
cases are reported, though not 
precisely due to technical and meth-
odological challenges. The malaria 
elimination and treatment guide-
line can be evaluated using such 
information and apprised to halt 
or delay the development of more 
resistant strains”commented Dr. 
Abhinav Sinha, a senior scientist 
at the National Institute of Malaria 
Research, Delhi, who was not con-
nected with the study.

Larger studies have been 
planned for better understanding 
of the challenge.“Large-scale study 
encompassing all malaria endemic 
areas is to be performed utilizing 
PCR diagnosis. This will reveal real 
epidemiology of malaria and form 
a basic understanding by which 
different control measurescould be 
undertaken,” Prof. Das told India 
Science Wire.
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West Ham substitute Andy Carroll 
snatches late draw against Stoke

Durant, Thompson sink 
Spurs; D-Wade stuns Sixers

Stokes aims to restore England's Test lustre

Mary Kom rubbishes retirement talk, dreams of Olympic gold

Super Cup: 
Bengaluru FC 
beat Bagan to 
enter final

Djokovic earns 1st 
Masters win of 2018

'India should boycott 2022 CWG'
Second phase of RMSA 
training for self-defence begins

Dmp. to face Tsg. in final today

Stoke City's Peter Crouch scores their first goal as West Ham United's Joe Hart looks on.

Golden State Warriors forward Kevin Durant controls the ball against San Antonio Spurs forward 
Rudy Gay during game two of the first round of the 2018 NBA Playoffs in Oakland April 16.

Kohima, April 17 (EMN): The 
second phase of  RMSA self-
defence martial arts training 
(2017-18) session in Taekwondo, 
conducted by Nagaland Tae-
kwondo Association (NTA) 
started on Monday evening at IG 
Stadium, Kohima.

According to a press release 
from NTA media cell, RMSA 
Joint Mission Director Dr.Kevi 
Rio addressing the inaugural pro-
gram, expressed happiness over 
the large turnout of lady teachers 
for the 1st and 2nd phase train-

ing. He called upon the teacher’s 
trainees to learn Taekwondo 
with seriousness, go back to their 
schools and teach the students'.  

NTA President Pele Khezhie 
encouraged the teachers to be 
attentive at the various sessions 
during the short training dura-
tion course. 

Altogether 43 teachers from 
Phek, Mon, Longleng, Kiphire, 
Tuensang, Zunheboto  Peren, 
and Wokha are attending the 
training session for the second 
phase, it was informed.

Dimapur, April 17 (EMN): 
Dimapur and Tuensang team 
booked the final berth of  the 
ongoing under-23 inter-district 
cricket tournament on Tuesday 
at NCA stadium, Dimapur.

Dimapur team defeated 
Mokokchung by 72 runs in the 
first semi-final match, while 
the second semi-final match 
between Zunheboto and Tuen-
sang was cancelled due to rain. 
The organisers informed that 
Tuensang has entered the final 
on the basis of  better points in 
the league stages.

Playing the first semi-final 
match, Dimapur team chose 
to bat and set a modest target 
of  175 runs in 25 overs losing 6 
wickets. Sedezalie with 33 and 

Imlikaba 29 runs were the high-
est scorer for Dimapur team, 
while Aloto claimed 3 wickets 
for Mokokchung.

Chasing the target, Mo-
kokchung were all bowled out 
in 22.2 overs scoring just 103 
runs. Longkitzuong with 26 
and Ambesh 14 runs were the 
highest scorer for Mokokchung 
team. 

Dimapur bowler Nagaho, 
Tahmeed,Cherenjevi and Moa-
kumjak took 2 wickets each 
respectively to book the final 
berth for the team.

The final match between 
Dimapur and Tuensang team 
will be played for 40 overs each 
inning and began at 9 am on-
wards on Wednesday April 18.

HOME TURF 

London, April 17 (Re-
uters):  West Ham United 
substitute Andy Carroll 
netted a late equaliser to 
snatch a 1-1 draw at home 
to Stoke City on Monday 
that moved the Londoners 
a step closer to Premier 
League safety and left the 
visitors facing the drop.

Stoke thought they had 
secured all three points and 
their first away win since 
October when substitute 
Peter Crouch knocked a 
loose ball into the back of 
the net after West Ham’s 

England goalkeeper Joe 
Hart spilled a shot after 79 
minutes.

But West Ham showed 
all their fighting qualities 
as they rescued a point in 
added time when Carroll 
volleyed a cross from Aaron 
Cresswell past Jack Butland 
into the corner of the net.

West Ham will count 
themselves unlucky not 
to have won after having 
three goals disallowed in 
the second half, but the vic-
tory means they now stand 
seven points clear of the 

bottom three, while Stoke 
are five points adrift of the 
safety zone.

“I thought we played 
well throughout,” said Car-
roll. “Obviously Crouchy 
came on and scored, which 
is what he does best, and 
it was disappointing for 
us because we’d had a few 
chances and a couple of 
goals disallowed.

“We took points off 
them, though, and it’s a 
point for us, so it’s a good 
result in the end.”

Disappointed Stoke 

manager Paul Lambert re-
fused to give up the battle 
to beat relegation, saying: 
“I still think we need three 
wins. If we can get a little 
break on Sunday against 
Burnley, we’re certainly in 
with a fight.”

After West Ham’s cru-
cial home win over South-
ampton and a well-earned 
point at Chelsea, David 
Moyes’ side were in confi-
dent mood and could have 
broken the deadlock after 
55 minutes when former 
Stoke forward Marko Arn-

autovic directed a powerful 
header past Butland but 
was given offside.

The Hammers were 
denied a goal once again 
after 67 minutes when Ed-
imilson Fernandes struck 
a powerful shot that flew 
past Butland but his effort 
was also ruled out, with 
Arnautovic standing right 
in front of the unsighted 
Stoke keeper.

Stoke opened the scor-
ing after a moment to for-
get for World Cup hopeful 
Hart in front of watching 
England manager Gareth 
Southgate as he failed to 
hold a shot from Xherdan 
Shaqiri and Crouch was in 
the right place to convert 
from close-range.

But West Ham refused 
to l ie  down and Car-
roll, missing for the last 
13 games through injury, 
showed his quality when 
Cresswell delivered a per-
fect ball into his path and 
the former Liverpool for-
ward fired an unstoppable 
volley past Butland.

West Ham were again 
denied by the linesman’s 
flag moments later when 
Javier Hernandez struck the 
ball past Butland, but Car-
roll was adjudged to have 
handled inside the area.

 “I tried to bring the ball 
down and it hits my hand 
a little bit,” said Carroll. “If 
it’s a shove in the back, it’s 
a penalty, but we played 
on and he (referee Michael 
Oliver) didn’t give it and, in 
the end, it’s a point, so we’ll 
take it.”

Oakland, April 17 (AFP): 
Kevin Durant and Klay 
Thompson handed San 
Antonio a painful shoot-
ing lesson as Golden State 
took a grip on their Western 
Conference playoff duel on 
Monday.

Durant and Thomp-
son both weighed in with 
30-point games as the War-
riors powered to a 116-
101 win that puts the NBA 
champions 2-0 up in their 
best-of-seven series.

The Warriors -- still 
missing the injured tal-
isman Stephen Curry -- 
outclassed a physical San 
Antonio from three-point 
range in a devastating dis-
play of scoring.

Golden State made 15 
of 31 attempts from three-
point range, contrasting 
sharply with San Antonio, 
who could only muster four 
from 28 attempts.

Spurs coach Gregg 
Popovich pinpointed his 
team's failure to threaten 
from distance as the prin-
cipal factor in the loss.

"The ball has to go in 
the basket," Popovich said. 
"That's the difference in 
the ball game. They shot 50 
percent of threes; we made 
14 percent, four of 28 or 
something. That's tough to 
overcome.

"You've got to make 
shots. And it's been like that 
the entire year on the road 
for us, for whatever reason. 
And it really showed up 
tonight. That made it very 
difficult."

San Antonio started 

strongly, with LaMarcus 
Aldridge -- who finished 
with 34 points -- driving the 
Spurs forward as they shad-
ed the first period 25-23.

The visitors continued 
to rally in the second quar-
ter and had moved into a 
53-47 at half-time.

But Golden State's re-
lentless pressure and of-
fensive variety inevitably 
began to tell in the second 
half. Durant finished with 
32 points, six rebounds and 
six assists while Thompson 
had 31 points with five as-
sists.

The Warriors now head 
to San Antonio for game 
three on Thursday.

- Wade sinks Sixers -
In the Eastern Conference, 
Dwyane Wade produced a 
vintage performance as the 
Miami Heat ended ended 
Philadelphia's 17-game 
winning streak to level their 
series 1-1.

Wade, 36, scored 28 
points in 25 minutes as 
Miami stunned the 76ers' 
home crowd into silence 
with a 113-103 victory.

It was a superb dis-
play from Wade, a three-
time NBA champion who 
started this season with 
Cleveland before re-joining 
Miami in February before 
the trade deadline.

Wade's experience 
proved crucial throughout, 
inspiring a first-half fight-
back to wipe out the 76ers' 
early lead before shepherd-
ing Miami to the win in a 
nervy finale.

Wade, who also had 
seven rebounds and three 
assists, was backed by 20 
points from Goran Dragic 
and 18 points from James 
Johnson.

"I just came in with 
an aggressive approach," 
Wade said afterwards. "I 
told myself that whatever 
minutes I was going to play, 
I was going to do it aggres-
sively.

"Once the balls start 
falling for you then it just 
goes from there.

"I love the stage. I play 
the game for these mo-
ments. To be able to come 
through for your team 
when they need you feels 
good."

Philadelphia mean-
while were left reflecting 
on their first loss since early 
March, jolting their mo-
mentum as the series heads 
to Miami for game three on 
Thursday.

Ben Simmons led the 
Philadelphia scoring with 
24 points, with Dario Saric 
adding 23 and Marco Beli-
nelli 16. Sixers coach Brett 
Brown later was forced to 
respond to a profane social 
media post from injured 
star Joel Embiid, who wrote 
of his frustration at being 
"babied" after watching the 
defeat from the sidelines.

"He just wants to play 
basketball, to be with his 
team, to play in front of the 
fans," Brown said.

"When he's not able to 
do that he gets frustrated 
and I respect his frustra-
tion."

Christchurch, April 17 (AFP): Ben 
Stokes is desperate to inspire Eng-
land back to the pinnacle of Test 
cricket, saying the team has "slacked 
off" in the past two years, slipping to 
fifth in the world rankings.

The 26-year-old all-rounder re-
turned to international cricket in 
February against New Zealand but 
could not prevent a 1-0 defeat for 
the tourists to extend a miserable run 
that has seen England win just one 
Test series overseas since 2012.

Stokes missed his side's 4-0 Ashes 
humbling after being suspended 
from playing for England over a 
nightclub incident and admitted he 
was "gutted" to watch his teammates 
struggling in Australia.

Just two years ago England were 
one Test win away from holding all 
nine bilateral Test trophies but were 

denied as Pakistan won at the Oval 
and squared the series.

"I just want to get us back to play-

ing the way we want to play," Stokes 
told Britain's Guardian newspaper. 
"We were so close to being one of the 
best teams in the world.

"We've slacked off in the past 
two years but knowing how close 
we were gives you that desire to get 
back there."

New Zealand-born Stokes said he 
had accepted the decision of coach 
Trevor Bayliss not to reinstate him 
as vice-captain for the New Zealand 
series.

Stokes, currently playing for 
Rajasthan Royals in the Indian Pre-
mier League, pleaded not guilty to 
a charge of affray over the nightclub 
incident that forced him out of the 
Ashes tour.

He looks set to miss the second 
Test against India at Lord's, with his 
trial set for August 6.

Bhubaneshwar, April 17 
(IANS): Bengaluru FC 
(BFC) rode a hat-trick by 
Nicolas Fedor to beat Mo-
hun Bagan 4-2 in their Su-
per Cup semi-final at the 
Kalinga Stadium here on 
Tuesday.

Fedor (63rd, 65th, 88th 
minutes) struck thrice late 
in the second half before 
BFC skipper Sunil Chhe-
tri (90th) scored in the last 
minute of regulation time.

Aser Dipanda Dicka 
(42nd, 90+2) scored twice 
for Mohun Bagan.

Monaco, April 17 (IANS): 
Serbia's Novak Djokovic 
earned his first Masters 
1,000 win this year after 
defeating fellow Serbian 
Dusan Lajovic 6-0, 6-1 in 
the first round of the Rolex 
Monte-Carlo Masters.

World No.13 Djokovic 
needed just 56 minutes to 
beat his rival and concluded 
the Monday night's match 
without giving up a single 
break point of the four his 
opponent had, reports EFE 
news agency.

The 30-year-old Serbian, 

ninth-seed, competes at the 
Monte-Carlo Masters for the 
12th time, after claiming the 
title in 2013 and 2015.

Djokovic, who reunited 
with coach Marian Vajda, 
is set to play the next round 
against Indian Wells semi-
finalist Borna Coric of Croa-
tia, who defeated French-
man Julien Benneteau 6-2, 
6-3 on Monday. If Djokovic, 
a former world No.1, wins 
his upcoming matches, he 
may face current world No.1 
Rafael Nadal in the quarter-
finals.

New Delhi, April 17 (PTI): Na-
tional Rifle Association of India 
(NRAI) president Raninder Singh 
today said the country must boy-
cott the 2022 Commonwealth 
Games in Birmingham if shoot-
ing sport is not reinstated.

Raninder said he will will 
soon write to the Sports Ministry 
and Indian Olympic Association 
(IOA) in this regard.

Speaking at a function to fe-
licitate the Indian shooters here, 
the NRAI chief said, "Within a 
day or two, I am going to write 
to the Union Sports Minister 
Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore, 
the Indian Olympic Association 
(IOA) and will urge them to boy-

cott the 2022 CWG if shooting 
is not re-included in the games.

The Indian shooting squad 
bagged as many as 16 med-
als, seven of them gold, in the 
discipline at the just concluded 
Commonwealth Games in Gold 
Coast. 

"We will strongly appeal to 
the sports ministry and Indian 
Olympic Association to with-
draw Indian team from the 2022 
edition of the CWG," he added.

The CGF has decided to ex-
clude shooting from the 2022 
Games, citing logistical issues.

In a letter to the 2022 Games 
organisers earlier this year, CGF 
CEO David Grevemberg had 

said, "Shooting will not feature at 
the 2022 CWG and the CGF has 
awarded the Games supporting 
these plans." 

Grevemberg though made 
it clear that the sport was not 
being scrapped, insisting that 
it remained in the optional cat-
egory, which a host city can pick 
in a particular CWG.

Rathore had written to the 
CGF, urging their intervention 
so that the discipline remains 
a part of the 2022 edition of the 
quadrennial Games.

The NRAI chief, though, still 
preferred to be hopeful of shoot-
ing being re-included in the 
Games.

Mary Kom

New Delhi, April 17 (AFP): India's best-
ever boxer Mary Kom said Tuesday she 
has no plans to retire and is determined 
to defy her critics by winning an elusive 
Olympic gold.

Kom, 35, won gold on debut at the 
Commonwealth Games in Australia last 
week, complementing a trophy cabinet 
packed with five amateur world cham-
pionship titles and an Olympic bronze 
from London 2012.

But India's most accomplished 
pugilist, feted at home as "Magnificent 
Mary", says the best is yet to come and 
has rubbished suggestions she could be 
close to hanging up the gloves.

"I have never talked about retire-
ment, they were just rumours. Even I 

Delhi as India's boxing team returned 
from the Gold Coast with three gold, 
three silver and three bronze medals.

"An Olympic Gold is what I am still 
dreaming."

Kom was devastated to miss out 
on a wildcard entry for the Rio 2016 
Olympics and said she was aiming for 
Olympic gold in Tokyo 2020.

The mother-of-three won a record 
fifth Asian women's championship title 
in November last year -- defying critics 
who suggested Kom was approaching 
retirement age.

"Who said my age is a factor? Come 
up and I will show what I can do," she 
said in jest when asked about boxing in 
her mid-thirties.

"This (age issue) should be taken 
out of the mind. I will know when my 
body will not allow me to carry on."

The veteran fighter and subject of 
a blockbuster Bollywood film said she 
was preparing for the Asian Games, 
world championship and more and 
"will try my best" as she pursues gold 
in Tokyo.

Kom conceded she had a busy 
schedule -- as a professional athlete, 
parent, gym owner and lawmaker -- but 
warned her opponents against assum-
ing she had too much on her plate.

"I have taken this challenge to keep 
fighting at 35 or 36. No one can guaran-
tee winning or losing, but when I train 
nobody can beat me easily," she said.

was shocked when I heard about my 
retirement," Kom told reporters in New 


