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A little girl holds a placard during a protest event in Chennai on Sunday.
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Dimapur, April 15 (EMN): 
The Lotha Hoho has al-
leged that the construc-
tion firm - M/S CS Infracon-
struction Ltd - contracted 
to work for the upgrade of 
Wokha-Merapani two-lane 
highway was not ‘following 
the technical specifications 
in the execution of the con-
tract work’.

A press release from the 
organisation on Sunday 
informed that Lotha or-
ganisations have resolved 
“that unless the contractor 
complies with the specifi-
cations and the widening 
earthwork is started latest 
by the 30th April 2018, the 
organisations will not allow 
the contractor to proceed 
further”.

According to the Lotha 
Hoho, it had on November 
11, 2017 “visited the DGM, 
NHIDCL at Sivasagar and 
requested for compliance 
to specifications and to 
which the NHIDCL had 
agreed in written and have 
supplied the Detailed 
Project Report (DPR) docu-

ments to the Hoho”.
It has also signed vari-

ous memoranda of under-
standing ‘with the agents 
of the contractor at Wokha 
and Bhandari’ notable 
among which are the ones 
signed on January 3, 2018; 
and February, 15 2018.

“Since the ongoing 
works of the contractor are 
seen as contrary to the vari-
ous assurances, MOUs and 
technical specifications, 
the Lotha Hoho had, on 
22.12.2017, written to the 
GM, NHIDCL, requesting 
for a co ordination meet-
ing, on the 28.12.2017, 
at Wokha, to which the 
NHIDCL had initial ly 
agreed. The LH had there-
fore made arrangements, 
for the meeting; but on the 
day the DGM, Sivasagar, 
informed through phone 
that the Assam Minister for 
Power was inaugurating a 
power project at Sivasagar 
and hence cannot come for 
the meeting. 

“The LH had again con-
vened another meeting 

with the NHIDCL and con-
tractor on the 30.01.2018, 
to which the NHIDCL 
failed to turn up; although 
one Sudip Singh, claim-
ing to be site in charge, 
of contractor, attended 
the meeting. But when 
asked for documents for 
his authorization, from 
the contractor, he failed to 
produce any document to 
authenticate his identity. 
The NHIDCL personnel, if 
any, is not available at work 
site and the road work is 
therefore not supervised 
by any technical personnel. 
Also the NHIDCL had not 
opened any local co ordi-
nation office at Wokha,” 
the press release read. 

In spite of ‘all sincere ef-
forts from the community 
organisations’, it stated, 
the firm was yet to start 
the widening of roads. 
“The contract work is for 
rehabilitation-cum-upgra-
dation of the road to two-
lane with carriageway of 7 
metres for plain sector and 
5.50 metres for hilly terrain; 

New Delhi, April 15 (PTI): 
Hundreds of people to-
day participated in a pro-
test march called "Not In 
My Name" at Parliament 
Street in the national capi-
tal against increasing inci-
dents of rape and atrocities 
on Dalits and minorities.

Gurgaon-based film-
maker Saba Dewan led 
the protest. The protest 
included artistes and stu-
dents, who vented their 
anger over the incidents 
and claimed that Muslims 
in the country were living 
in fear. They said the rights 
of Dalits and Adivasis were 
being questioned.

The protest comes as 
two incidents of rape in 
Jammu and Kashmir and 
in Uttar Pradesh provoked 
outrage across India. Sev-
eral similar protests have 
been organised over the 
past week to demand jus-
tice to the victims of the 
two cases.

The protestors demand-
ed immediate dismissal of 
the Yogi Adityanath govern-
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PUBLIC DISCLOSURE ON MGNREGS
At the outset I am deeply overwhelmed and grateful to the Kuda Village Council, Dimapur for  their unstinted full support  
and clarifying to the public about the issue of corruption raised by the NPF Press Bureau  which had been widely reported 
in all State newspapers on 13th April 2018. As a Government servant it is my bounden duty to reply to the allegations 
leveled against me  which had been given a personalized color & tone.

1. The MGNREGS is implemented under the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act 2005 notified 
on 7th September 2005.

2. The claim of the NPF that  it had ensured release of the fund is  totally misleading and incorrect. The releases of 
fund to this flag ship scheme is based on the Labour Budget approved by the Empowered Committee of the Rural 
Development Ministry , GOI. Fund is released to the State on basis of its performance certificates in installments of 
Tranches which include financial and physical progress. The sanction may have been released during the  Government 
tenure under NPF ; but by no stretch of imagination can the party claim  that it ensured the releases, as the labour 
demand for the financial year for all the 74 blocks  is already predetermined on the principle of “ Labour Demand 
uploaded in the MIS” of the Rural Development Ministry site GOI.

3. The NPF Press Bureau had questioned the delegation of financial  power of the Principal Secretary , RD Department 
in allocation of fund to DRDAs and the villages. 

a. The Principal Secretary or Secretary concerned of the Rural Development Department also functions as the 
Commissioner of the scheme under the Sub Section 1 of Section 21 of the MGNREGS Act  which provide for 
establishment of the State Employment Guarantee Scheme Fund ( SEGF) which is referred to as the State Fund 
for the purpose of implementation of the Scheme. The powers conferred therein  under clause (e)  sub-section 
(2) of Section  32 of MGNREGA 2005 provide rules to manage the receipt of fund, transfer and utilization of 
financial resources under the Act through the SEGF. The Act empowers the Commissioner of the Scheme for 
the above mentioned activities. In pursuant to the powers, no fund can be released without the prior express 
approval of the Commissioner, who is the Principal Secretary, RD Department in the instant case. These include 
sanction of  fund with administrative approval of the works released to all the DRDAs/ Blocks/VDBs.

b. The Operational guidelines of 2013 from the Rural Development Ministry at   Para 12.4 – Online submission 
of proposals for release of funds, 1st Tranche ( page 101)  clearly stipulate that – “After receipt of Central 
Share Fund, the State Fund would be transferred to DRDAs and VBDs  based on assessment of 
requirement & availability of fund with districts.” The State is yet have migrate into the  Electronic Fund 
Management System (eFMS) platform, so  skeletal online transfer through Banks is effected presently to the 
DRDAs. Conversion to full Electronic Fund Management System (eFMS) environment is on pipeline which will 
bring more transparency & accountability in implementation of MGNREGS.

4. The NPF Press Bureau,  made personalized allegations against me which could have been discussed over the table 
to let me also explain my side of story; but our society today seem to have developed an unhealthy  trend of  blame 
games and insinuations through the press & media for which no amount of clarifications and reactions  contrary to 
them made afterwards  will convince the gullible public again. I have taken over the Rural Development Department 
barely a while ago  in the 1st week of April 2018. 

5. The NPF Press Bureau had painted me as nepotistic – “which in literal dictionary meaning would  translate to 
employing/appointing  relatives  to high offices”  -  favoritism  which in a sense would mean favoring my village with 
extra fund on basis of more demand of work under MGNREGS which the Kuda Village Council had appropriately 
explained away in the support press release and the powers conferred explained above as the Principal Secretary/ 
Commissioner of MGREGS and; corrupt  practice which also had been explained in the Village press release.

6. On a positive note, I want to thank the NPF Press Bureau  for raising the issue of functioning of the Rural 
Department in all its programs & schemes. There is a serious need to bring about accountability & transparency 
in the department which the NPF well  know what I am referring to. The Department is willing & committed to 
bringing about change , and therefore, solicit support & cooperation from all right thinking people as the MGNREGS 
bring about positive changes  in the rural landscape of the State if the scheme is implemented earnestly on its 
objectives. 

7. However, as an individual, through this press release I want to request  the NPF Press Bureau  to produce proof/
documentary evidences that  specifically; as the Principal Secretary of RD Department, I have taken money  from 
RD Department  for myself (  even to a single paise) , issued CGI sheet, misused any RD Department vehicles, office 
stationaries or taken any facilities of travel expenses in my tours to Delhi for official works of the RD Department; 
failing which I shall be constrained to take up any recourse – traditional/customary/legal to clear my name to the 
people of Nagaland.

I would strongly urge the NPF Press Bureau if you so desire you can personally come and clear up the issue raised. 

My contact details are given below:
1. Official name : Lhoubeilatuo Kire, s/o Late Khriehulie Kire
2. Designation : Principal Secretary, Rural Development Department, Nagaland.
3. Home Address :  
 a. House No -956, Lane -17, K. Kire colony, C Khel, Kuda village, Dimapur
 b. House No -03 D Khel - K, Seikhazou, Oriental College road, Ruziezou colony, Kohima village
4. Mobile No - 977401187

My conscience is clear that I have performed my duties within the  existing norms of office procedures laid down. The 
public is well aware of the quality of all implementations of the  MGNREGS with regard to  omissions /commissions 
under the NPF Government in the last 3 years. Sd/-

Lhoubeilatuo Kire
Principal Secretary, Rural Development 

Department, Nagaland.

and hence the formation 
cutting includes the shoul-
ders as well as provision for 
the drain. The contractor 
has brought a few backhoe 
fuel loaders (three or four) 
and an equal number of 
dippers (dumpers) only, 
for the entire stretch, and 
is not doing any widening 
earthwork so far. 

“The beneficiary stake-
holders therefore wonder 
as to how the contractor 
is going to do the wid-
ening after constructing 
culverts and other second 

and third stage work items! 
It may be highlighted to 
the readers that as per the 
specifications, the total 
road width is 34 feet for 
plain section and 29 feet 
for hilly terrain.

 This road width in-
cludes paved shoulders on 
the two sides of the runway 
and side drain of 2 feet 
width. The existing road 
width is a narrow district 
road of hardly 18 feet total 
width and hence the need 
for widening for upgrada-
tion to two-lane,” it stated.

Dimapur, April 15 (EMN): 
A thanksgiving service of 
the ‘Nagaland legislators 
Christian fellowship’ was 
held at the State Banquet 
Hall on April 15, according 
to a DIPR report. 

Chief Minister, Neiphiu 
Rio in his greetings stated 
that it is a privilege given 
by god and people to run 
the affairs of the state. 
Conversely all the legisla-

tors have ‘huge responsi-
bilities’ towards god and 
the people, he said. 

“He hoped that god will 
lead and guide the legisla-
tors to do the right thing 
and also assured their 
commitment to serve the 
people for the betterment 
of the society. He called 
on the support of not only 
the elected members to 
the Nagaland Legislative 

Dimapur, April 15 (EMN): The opposi-
tion Naga People’s Front (NPF) recent 
allegation of nepotism and favouritism 
directed at the principal secretary of 
Nagaland government’s Rural Develop-
ment, Lhoubeilatuo Kire threatens to 
snowball into a major controversy.

In response to the NPF allegation, 
Kire issued a statement on Sunday con-
taining point-by-point clarifications; 
and the possibility of his taking “up 
any recourse – traditional/customary/

legal to clear my name to the people of 
Nagaland”. 

While asserting that the NPF had 
made ‘personalised allegations’ which 
could have been ‘discussed over the 
table to let me also explain my side of 
story’, Kire has invited the NPF press 
bureau to ‘personally come and clear 
up the issue’. For the NPF’s benefit, Kire 
has supplied them with his residential 
addresses. 

(Full text below) 

While serving the April 30 
deadline, it has announced the 
following conditions:  
 All widening works to be started for the three pack-

ages: package 1, package 2 and package 3.
	 All	personnel/staff	of	M/S	CS	Infraconstruction	Ltd,	

engaged in the Wokha-Merapani Highway project, will 
produce	their	appointment	orders	along	with	identity	
card	to	the	monitoring	&	vigilance	committee	of	the	
Lotha Hoho. 

 All other works, except widening earthwork (sic), to be 
stopped	till	completion	of	the	widening	work.

Assembly but also the sup-
port of the bureaucrats, 
technocrats, tribal hohos, 
civil societies and church-
es in order to deliver the 
promises made to peo-
ple. We have to be humble 
and close to god and work 
through his guidance,” the 
report quoted the chief 
minister as saying during 
the service. 

Rev. Rachulie Vihienuo 
delivered a message from 
the Bible. He encouraged 
the legislators to be toler-
ant of one another and to 
be just in their work. “Rev. 
Vihienuo hoped that the 
dawn of a new era that the 
people of the State were 
waiting for begin with 
newly elected legislators,” 
the report read. 

“ T h e  s e r v i c e  w a s 
chaired by state chaplin, 
Rev. Kuzierang Thou. Min-
ister, CM Chang proposed 
the invocation prayer while 
Minister, Paiwang Konyak 
read the scriptures from 
the Bible. Special song was 
presented by wives and 
children of the legislators 
and Ameu and her choir,” 
it further informed. 

ment in Uttar Pradesh for 
allegedly shielding his party 
legislator Kuldeep Singh 
Sengar, accused of raping 
a 17-year-old girl who had 
gone to his residence seek-
ing a job.

After the matter came 
to light when the victim 
tried to immolate herself 
outside Adityanath's resi-
dence in Lucknow on April 
8 alleging police inaction 
for nearly an year, criticism 
against the state govern-
ment has mounted.

On April 9, her father 
died in judicial custody, 
with the autopsy report 
suggesting serious injuries 

on his body. The case has 
been handed over to the 
CBI and Sengar was yester-
day sent into a seven-day 
custody of the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation.

The participants at the 
"Not In My Name" pro-
test also sought immedi-
ate arrest of the two BJP 
ministers, who led rallies 
of Hindu Ekta Manch in 
Kathua on March 1 in sup-
port of the accused in the 
rape and killing of an eight-
year-old girl.

The girl's body was 
found a week after she dis-
appeared from near home 
in January. The police has 

arrested a caretaker of a 
temple and alleged he was 
the mastermind behind 
the kidnapping, rape and 
killing of the girl from a 
nomadic tribe.

The police claimed the 
motive behind the crime 
was to terrify the nomadic 
community and drive it out 
of the village. In Delhi, the 
protesters sought adequate 
security arrangements for 
the families of the victims, 
and state support for ar-
ranging a competent pros-
ecution team.

"Today we mourn the 
rape and murder of a little 
girl in Kathua. Her crime 

was that she belonged to 
the Bakarwal Muslim com-
munity that the Hindutva 
forces want out of the area.

"Her rape and murder 
are part of a larger narra-
tive of communal violence 
with women's bodies being 
used as a battle field," said 
Saba.

Filmmaker Rahul Roy, 
who too participated in the 
protest, said: "As a country 
we have to hang our heads 
in shame for having failed 
the Constitution. We have 
to acknowledge that as a 
country we have failed our 
minorities, Dalits, Adivasis, 
women and girls." 



‘Nagas have to shed narrow-
mindedness to embrace change’

Catholic association pays 
St. Xavier’s Church a visit 

NSCN (R) flays raid on functionary’s residence Mon MLA grateful 
for people’s support

Dimapur’s DC switches on Ujala Yojana 
Shops’ transportation 
and handling charge 
issue settled

Couples for Christ meet at conclave Students taught to transform culture of violence into peaceDimapur GB  thankful 
for CSR by corp. 
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Deputy Commissioner Sushil Kumar Patel and Additional Deputy 
Commissioner Sara Jamir flag off the Ujala Yojana programme in 
Dimapur.

Participants of the Couples for Christ conference take a break for photographs during their conference 
at the Cathedral in Kohima. 

Resource persons with students of Little Flower Higher Secondary School in Kohima. 

Temjen Imna Along Longkumer, left, at the Dimapur NIIT.

Visitors from the Catholic association during their tour to Kidima on April 15.

Dimapur, April 15 (EMN): 
The minister for Higher and 
Technical Education Temjen 
Imna Along Longkumer 
has urged people to ‘shed’ 
narrow-mindedness if  at 
all they wish to experience 
‘change.’ He was speaking 
at the 19th foundation day 
of  the Dimapur centre of  
the National Institute of  
Information Technology 
(NIIT) on April 14 as its chief  
guest.

A press release received 
on Sunday informed about 
the event and associated 
proceedings.

In his address Along 
Longkumer called digital 
transformation the future 
which ‘we’ all need to be 
prepared for. In this ever-
changing world and the 
advancement being made 
through technologies, the 
minister said ‘Nagas have 
to shed their  narrow-
mindedness to embrace 
change for better.’ 

The NIIT is the right 
platform to provide the much 
needed skills to the students 
to get the national and 
international exposure, he 
said. Information technology 
skills cannot be ignored in the 
present world as it controls all 
spheres of life, the minister 

Dimapur, April 15 (EMN): 
The NSCN / GPRN has 
‘vehemently’ condemned 
an alleged raid of the 32nd 
and 41st Assam Rifles 
(AR) on the residence 
of  a functionary. A note 
expressing condemnation 
issued by the group’s ‘MIP’ 
was received here on Sunday.

According to the note, 
the ‘wayward’ AR raided 
the residence of on “lt. col.” 
Kuhoto Sumi a number 
of  times: twice in 2017, 
on March 29, and then on 
April 14. The raids were 
stated to have been mostly 
done during the early hours 
of  morning which, the 
note asserted, caused fear 
psychosis in the minds of the 
family members. 

In another incident, the 
AR allegedly raided the 
residence of “dy. kilonser,” 
Pichu Lotha, who was 
stated to be a ‘ceasefire card 
holder,’ at 3:30 am on April 
14. “The so called major 
showed sheer ignorance 
even after being showed 
the card and took away one 
pistol and the kilonser’s 
personal bodyguard, Mr. 
Robin Lotha,” the NSCN 
stated. 

‘ Ta k i n g  a l l  t h e s e 
matters into consideration, 
the NSCN wonders as to 
whether the government 
of India is under AR, since 
the ceasefire was signed 
between the centre and the 
NSCN and a junior officer 
under  AR completely 

disrespecting the ceasefire 
ground rules (CFGR) is 
totally unfortunate,’ the note 
stated.  ‘As per the CFGR, 
the NSCN (R) has been 
maintaining the clarion 
call to rein-in our boys and 
advise the AR to do the 
same. 

We also cautions the 
AR boys not to take our 
restraining action(s) as 
weakness, since we are also 
well equipped to defend 
ourselves and prepared for 
any eventualities,’ the note 
added.

The NSCN added a 
word that ‘peace is too dear, 
and cannot be compromised 
because of few undisciplined, 
discourteous and wayward 
boys.’  

Dimapur, April 15 (EMN): 
A thanksgiving programme 
for C L John, member of  
legislative assembly (MLA) 
was conducted on April 10 at 
Chenmoho village in Mon. 

A note from the MLA’s 
press secretary on Friday 
informed that John thanked 
the Almighty God for his 
unceasing blessings bestowed 
upon him throughout the 
recently concluded assembly 
elections. He has expressed 
gratitude to supporters, the 
electorate, and the Naga 
People’s Front of 45th Tehok 
assembly constituency in 
Mon. 

The MLA was stated 
to have appealed to all the 
citizens of  said assembly 

constituency to ‘forgive each 
other’ if  they were ‘hurt by 
the election and political 
propaganda’ during the 
previous election. 

‘ T h e  r u l i n g  a n d 
opposi t ion wi l l  work 
hand in hand for constant 
development, peaceful 
coexistence, and uphold the 
democracy,’ he was quoted 
as having stated during the 
event. Assuring the people, 
John said that he would be 
‘committed to delivering 
justice’ and to work with 
‘utmost sincerity, and 
dedication’ for the welfare of  
the people. He has appealed 
to the people to continue to 
pray, support, and cooperate 
with him, the updates stated.

Dimapur, April 15 (EMN): 
The deputy commissioner 
of  Dimapur Sushil Kumar 
Patel, along with Additional 
Deputy Commissioner 
Sara Jamir, flagged off  the 
Ujala Yojana (Hindi for 
an electrification project) 
programme in Nagaland.

T h e  p r o g r a m m e 
was inaugurated at the 
administrative officers’ 
residential complex in 
Dimapur on April 14, 
updates from the DIPR 
informed on Saturday.

In the updates, Patel 
informed that the Ujala 
Yojana was a programme 
which is a part of  special 
campaign Sabka Sath 
Goan Sabka Vikas (Hindi 
fo r  co l l ec t ive  e f for t s 
inc lu s ive  g rowth )  to 
celebrate the ‘Gram Swaraj 
Abhiyan’(Hindi for: Village 
self-governance campaign) 
from April 14 to May 5. 

The updates informed 
that  in  Nagaland the 
programme covered 1400 
villages out of  which 82 
villages have been selected 

The Shalom Public School has a new building now, in Kikhruruzha colony at Chumukedima in Dimapur. 
The school building was inaugurated by Rev I Zulu Jamir, pastor of the Chumukedima Ao Baptist 
Church on April 13, updates informed. Members of faculty, church members, council members, and 
well wishers attended the inaugural function, it was informed.

The Leo Club of Dimapur conducted a dental hygiene programme at Pranab Vidyapith Higher 
Secondary School on April 10 in Dimapur. The programme was moderated by dentist Arihant Jain ‘to 
create awareness among the students about dental problems,’ the organisation informed in a note 
to the media on Saturday.  

Ever learning

Teething problems 

opined. He exhorted the 
students to seriously ‘re-skill’ 
themselves.

The minister appreciated 
the team of the NIIT which 
he implied keeps updated 
with the latest technologies. 
Congratulating the centre 
for its 18 years of hard work 
in contributing to building 
Nagaland, the minister 
suggested that the institution 
expand to other districts of  
Nagaland. Besides it may 

even open a call centre 
to employ the youth of  
Nagaland, or a university 
for high-end technology 
education. 

Longkumer expressed 
willingness to work with 
the NIIT for any project 
which might bring benefit 
to the youths of  the state. 
He has urged the NIIT to 
launch special scholarships 
for underprivileged sections 
living in the eastern region of  

Nagaland.
C o n g r a t u l a t i n g 

managing director of  the 
centre, Ajay Sethi, for 
his 18 years of  service 
beyond his community’s 
traditional business, the 
minister appreciated the Jain 
community’s contribution in 
providing an ‘educationist.’ 

T h e  i n s t i t u t i o n’ s 
managing director Ajay 
Sethi reminisced about his 
team’s achievements in 

the past 18 years. He said 
“freshest technology first” 
being the motto of the centre, 
the NIIT has undergone 
11 curriculum changes 
to train approximately 
25,000 youths of Nagaland 
while partnering with 16 
institutions in the state and 
employing members from 
almost all the major tribes 
and major communities 
of  India. More than 200 
people have been employed 
by the company till date 
out of  which 50% have 
always been Naga persons, 
he informed. 

Sethi expressed gratitude 
to the government of  
Nagaland for sponsoring 
121 unemployed youth to 
undergo job-guaranteed 
GNIIT programs at the 
centre. He has requested soft 
loans or any other support for 
needy youths. 

Today, NIIT at Dimapur 
of fers  more than 100 
semesters and modular 
courses under different 
diplomas and programs. 

The president of  the 
Marwari Samaj Om Prakash 
Sethi also talked about 
initiatives and ways through 
which the Jain Samaj had 
contributed for the welfare of  
the state in general. 

Dimapur, April 15 (EMN): The Christ King 
Catholic Church Male Association organised 
a ‘gospel tour’ to St Xavier’s Catholic Church 
in Kidima, in Kohima district, on April 15.  
Rev. Father Raymond D’Souza SJ, director 
of  Eden Garden and Children’s Home at 
Khuzama, was the main celebrant, it was 
informed.

A press release from the association 
offered updates about the tour on Sunday.  

D’Souza expressed happiness for the tour 
to Kidima. He said such a gathering was an 
‘inspiration’ and one that would guide the 
people. 

Addressing the congregation, D’Souza 
urged them to ‘preach the Good News’ to 
the world with ‘courage, conviction, honesty 
and sincerity.’ 

The tour included a visit to Thokhwezu 
village, among others, the updates informed.

for the Dimapur district 
component.

The programme is a 
joint venture of  ministry 
of  Power in collaboration 
with Energy Efficiency 
Services Ltd. (EESL) who 
are providing the vans for 

free transportation and the 
bulbs at a low price.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
updates, administrative 
officers, officials from EESL, 
elders and chairman of  
various villages attended the 
inauguration ceremony.

Dimapur, April 15 (EMN): 
The All Nagaland Fair 
Price Shop Association 
(ANFPSA) and the Food 
and Civil Supply department 
have settled the issue of  
transportation and handling 
charges that the association’s 
members were reportedly 
bearing. The two sides are 
said to have met in the 
department director’s office 
chamber in Dimapur. 

 A press release from the 
association informed about 
the event on Saturday.  

The updates stated that 
both the department and 
the association had come 
to a ‘mutual understanding’ 
in regard to the issue of  
transportation and handling 
charges. 

The association has 
expressed appreciation for 
the ‘timely’ intervention 

and ‘positive’ response of  
the Nagaland government. 
The association has called 
upon the Food and Civil 
Supply department to make 
‘necessary groundwork at 
the earliest and reimburse 
the remaining payable 
amount in due course of  
time.’ 

T h e  a s s o c i a t i o n 
informed all its district 
unit presidents and general 
s ec re ta r i e s  to  a t t end 
an ‘emergency meeting’ 
convened for April 20 at the 
All Nagaland Contractor 
a n d  S u p p l i e r  U n i o n 
premises in Dimapur at 
11:00 am. 

It was informed that the 
meeting has been scheduled 
to discuss issues relating 
to the association and 
respective district office’s 
matter. 

Dimapur, April 15 (EMN): 
Couples for Christ Nagaland 
held a conference on April 
14 at the Cathedral in 
Kohima. The theme of the 
event was ‘solemn charge.’ 
Fr. Lawrence Khing, director 
of Nagaland Catholic Youth 

Movement, was the priest for 
the day, updates informed. 

U p d a t e s  f r o m  t h e 
organization on Sunday 
informed that the conference 
was a yearly retreat. 

Altogether five sessions 
were conducted during the 

conference. The sessions 
were said to have discussed 
about various topics: ‘The 
gift within us,’ ‘called and 
chosen,’ ‘proclaim the word,’ 
‘put up with hardships,’ and 
‘fulfill your ministry.’

D i m a p u r,  A p r i l  1 5 
(EMN): A resource group 
the Peace Channel has 
been conducting ‘peace 
celebrations’ and capacity 
building programmes at 
various institutions in 
Kohima. The programmes 
are been organised based 
on the theme “concept of  

peace and peace building” 
in the month of March and 
April.

 The coordinator for 
Peace Channel of Kohima, 
Susan Kulnu, spoke on the 
main objective of  peace, 
and peace building.  She 
‘motivated’ the students to 
understand the concept of  

peace, to think of  peace, 
love peace and make peace, 
updates informed. 

Kulnu encouraged 
students to take initiative in 
their home and locality, in 
order to transform cultures 
of  violence into cultures 
of peace. 

Speaking about the 

Dimapur, April 15 (EMN): 
The Gaon Burah Union (GBU) 
of  Dimapur has expressed 
appreciation for the corporate 
social responsibility activities 
of  the National Scheduled 
Tribe Finance & Development 
Corporation, of the ministry of  
Tribal Affairs in Dimapur. 

A press release from the 
union on Saturday stated that 
the initiative taken by the district 
administration for installing 
“100 sanitary pad and vending 
machine”  would  benef i t 
women.

In this respect, the union 
stated that they will give full 
cooperation to the district 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  t h e 
implementing agency toward 
providing hygiene facilities 
for women. The union has 
requested the implementing 
agency to expand the locations 
for installing the vending 
machines to reach out to more 
beneficiaries.

importance of  human 
rights, Kulnu said rights are 
interrelated, interdependent, 
indivisible, and vital assets 
for everyone. 

While explaining the 
dictum ‘do no harm,’ she 
said that it was a ‘holistic’ 
perspective focussing on 
‘mutual benefits’ and not 
a win-lose situation. The 
students were also given a 
discourse about leadership 
skills and life skills, it was 
informed. 

A  p e a c e  a c t i v i s t 
Sedekieno Rino, spoke on 
anti-war toys, to which she 
said that, ‘children were 
seen to be manipulated 
i n t o  r e p l i c a t i n g  t h e 
violence content they see 
on television, videos, video 
games or violent cartoons.’ 
She urged the students 
to dream of  a ‘peaceful’ 
society.  Students were then 
asked to ‘put efforts towards 
promoting peace so that one 
day that dream will turn to 
a reality.’
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First-phase funds show respite for road-less hamlet  

EM Images
From left: Vishü Rita Krocha, Limawati Ao, and Jenny Kath Thong 
releasing the recipe book at the Crossword in Kohima on Saturday.

Students and members of the faculty of Sasard hold placards and lighted candles as an expression of 
solidarity, outside the institute’s campus at Medziphema, in Dimapur district.

Henlly Phom
Dimapur, April 15 (EMN):  
Zangkham village in Tizit 
of Mon district was viral on 
social media recently fol-
lowing photographs show-
ing some persons carrying 
a sick person on a bam-
boo carrier purportedly on 
their way from the village 
to Assam for ‘treatment.’ 

According to social me-
dia Zangkham is the ‘big-
gest village’ in Tizit but has 
no communication, water 
supply, or health centre 
facilities. 

The social media cir-

culation provoked outrage 
from people. A concerned 
citizen, Shemphoa Bo-
hham of Zangkham village, 
reached out to Eastern Mir-
ror recently. He maintained 
that the village, which bor-
ders Arunachal Pradesh, 
was one of the biggest vil-
lages in Tizit but for dec-
ades had no roads to Tizit.  

“The sick and injured 
are carried on a bamboo 
carrier by strong young 
men because of connectiv-
ity problem which was left 
unattended for decades,” 
Bohham said. Nonethe-

less, he said although the 
plight of the village had 
attracted concern, it also 
had drawn negative criti-
cism putting the village in 
poor light which may also 
effect the two lane highway 
project which is soon to 
commence.’  

Concerned by the im-
pact of the viral circulation, 
Bohham offered a copy of 
a road project dated Oct. 
30 2017 addressed to the 
commissioner-secretary 
for Works and Housing, 
from the ministry of Road 
and Highways. The let-

ter purports to be for the 
construction of a two-lane 
road with paved shoulder 
from Tizit to Zangkham-
Pumao via Sangsa (phase 
I: from Tizit (km 0) to Zang-
kham (km 20) through a 
interstate-connectivity 
scheme for Nagaland for 
the fiscal 2017-2018. 

The funds for the road 
project according to the 
letter was INR 84.85 cr. for 
the first phase. It mentions 
that the physical and fi-
nancial cumulative targets 
shall have be achieved de-
pending on the availability 

of funds for 2017-18.  
“The two lane high-

way project has already 
been sanctioned by the 
government which will 
start shortly. 

The tender formalities 
and all the paper works 
have been completed,” 
Bohham said. He was 
concerned that the work 
project might be hindered 
if criticism, such as the 
one following the social 
media grows and people 
just might take undue ad-
vantage of the situation.

Social media outrage throws up a surprise: 
INR 84 cr. for rural roads in Tizit 

Self-taught baker releases big, fat, delicious recipe book

Kathua and Unnao: Sasard 
lights a candle for justice 

STATE

Kuküssü
Nagaland 13th Assembly kikishe lo 

35 A/C kikishi lo Alhou no tokulu 
itsükeu ghenguno shikimithi 
kütsü kighini do Kawoto phulo 
Ghixuqhi 19 inaqhe ayi 10:30 

kihelo azah zahsü ani.
Tighenguno kükami kivimi, ashi 

aghungu xülo sakiphemi, nimuqo lo kuloji akemi 
eno küsami kümtsü ighi kuhupülü kutubo tsü 
penike pulopini shi kussü ani.

Ino&Inoli K. Tokugha Sukhalu, IAS (Rtd)
Advisor

School Education
Government of Nagaland

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, April 15 (EMN): 
A self-taught baker who 
has in his own right found 
success in the art by explor-
ing ingredients and turn-
ing ideas into scrumptious 
creations, has released a 
recipe book. Jenny Kath 
Thong released his recipe 
book ‘Sweet station: Any-
one can bake.’ The book 
was released by the director 
of Information and Public 
Relations (IPR) Limawati 
Ao at a brief function at the 
Crossword in Kohima.

A mother of three chil-
dren, Thong is a rural de-
velopment officer in the 
state’s department of Rural 
Development. Her love for 
baking took off from cater-
ing for her family all the way 
to bigger events, to opening 
two cake shops in Kohima. 

‘Sweet Station: Anyone 
can Bake’ was published by 
Kohima-based PenThrill 
Publication House and 
has the distinction of be-
ing PenThrill’s first hard-
cover cookbook and 11th 
publication, according to 
publisher Vishü Rita Kro-
cha. She said ‘sweet station’ 
consists of Jenny’s recipes. 

She was optimistic that it 
would help people try their 
hands in baking. It is an 
area people can explore as 
a profession, she said. 

“Baking is not as hard as 
it looks. It is all about using 
the right ingredients and 
making the right measure-
ments,” says Jenny. She 
shares in her book the nec-
essary baking equipments, 
techniques and baking tips, 
other than the main reci-
pes.

Interestingly, she has a 
dedicated section for reci-
pes that require only local 
ingredients. She finds it 

interesting to go around 
local markets and discover 
new ingredients that can be 
incorporated in her baking. 
“These new experiments 
are invigorating and never 
fail to enrich my baking ex-
perience.” The ingredients 
include sweet pumpkin, 
local banana, rice crunch, 
millet, sweet fig among 
others.

“I have come to realize 
that we are very rich in our 
local produce. If you just 
take time and go through 
our local market, there is an 
array of ingredients that can 
be incorporated into your 

Dimapur, April 15 (EMN): 
Student associations and 
authorities of the School 
of Agricultural Sciences & 
Rural Development (Sas-
rd) took out a candlelight 
march as a token of pro-
test against the rape case 
of Kathua and Unnao on 
April 15.

A press release received 
here on Sunday informed 
that during the short gath-
ering, the president of the 
student’s union of Sasrd, 
Kedirisi Namdaw, told the 
gathering that ‘the peo-
ple of Nagaland are much 
concerned for the justice of 
Asifa and Unnao rape case.’ 

Also, the joint secretary 
of Northeast zone of the All 
India Agricultural Student’s 

Association at New Delhi, 
Ashwini Ananda, said in her 
message that  ‘there is a reli-
gion above all religions, that 
is the religion of humanity 
and we should understand 
it as soon as possible. Oth-
erwise, humanity is on the 
verge of extinction and ex-
amples are already there.’

Likewise, the pro-vice 
chancellor in charge Prof. 
M Aleminla Ao, expressed 
empathy with the issue and 
demanded for justice. 

Also, asst. professor of 
department of genetics and 
plant breeding Dr. Pankaj 
Shah, encouraged the stu-
dents to take initiative in 
noble causes. 

The gathering was fol-
lowed by a candlelight 

march by students and the 
institution’s authorities. 
More than 200 students 
participated in the march.

“It is high time for the 
human race to ask the 
question to himself that do 
we need to become so com-
munal that we leave the 
humanity nowhere? Where 
are we going and what kind 
of society are we making for 
us and our future genera-
tion? Whatever happened 
to Asifa was communal 
but the impact of the com-
munalism had shaken hu-
manity. We should think 
once whether we are still 
human or are we becoming 
something else with the due 
course of time?” the press 
release stated.

cakes, cupcakes or des-
serts.” All the ingredients 
she used are readily avail-
able in the market, she says.

Thong was of the opin-
ion that the idea of bringing 
out the book came about 
after she turned down 
many who approached her 
for baking lessons. She said 
to have found it difficult to 
make time for baking class-
es. She is a working woman, 
a homemaker, and a moth-
er. She expressed hope that 
the new recipe book would 
help those eager to learn as 
well as encourage other to 
try their hands on baking. 
The recipes were, according 
to her ‘written and created 
with love.’

In his address, Lima-
wati Ao called the book a 
groundbreaking publica-
tion ‘a world class book’ 
written by a Naga. “Such 
reasons make us proud to 
be Naga,” he said. 

Ao being someone (in-
directly) associated with 
the publication of many 
books, he said that the con-
tent and quality of Thong’s 
new book was ‘no less than 
good and expensive recipe 
books published abroad.’ 

The director pointed out 
that many recipe books 
published from outside the 
state and abroad are avail-
able in the market. But not 
so the ingredients which 
can be difficult to find at 
time—and some are ‘dif-
ficult to pronounce.’ 

“The cover (of Thong’s 
book) itself looks good 
enough to eat! Profession-
ally done work...world class 
photographs.. I believe the 
recipes will be a boon for as-
piring bakers. These kinds 
of work are what make us 
proud as Nagas,” he said.

Commenting on the 
section where recipes con-
tained only indigenous in-
gredients, Ao said it spoke 
volumes about the ideas 
that went into the book. The 
book will inspire upcoming 
bakers while daring the 
younger generation to take 
up baking to the next level.

It was informed that 
‘Sweet Station: Anyone can 
Bake,’ priced at INR1000 
each, will be available at 
Sweet Station at the High 
School junction; and at the 
Crossword and the Bible 
House in Kohima, and on-
line at www.ilandlo.com.
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D i m a p u r,  A p r i l  1 5 
(EMN): A Zeliangrong 
youth organisation has 
asked the Zeme, Liang-
mai, Rongmei commu-
nity groups to ponder 
‘the fate of Zeliangrong 
people collective future.’ 
The Zeliangrong Youth 
Front (ZYF) issued a press 
release on Sunday noting 
the NSCN (IM) ‘recogniz-
ing’ three distinct and 
separate tribes Zeme, 
Liangmai, Rongmei ‘after 
breaking up the single 

Zeliangrong family.’   
The ZYF stated: The 

more controversial is that 
the National Socialist 
Council of Nagaland or 
Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of Nagaland 
in short NSCN / GPRN 
(IM) group who is fighting 
against the government  
of India for the Naga peo-
ple in total contradiction 
to its commitment have 
recently taken a decision 
by its Tatar Hoho on 23rd 
March 2018 to process for 

recognition of three dis-
tinct and separate tribes 
as Zeme, Liangmai, Rong-
mei after breaking up the 
single Zeliangrong family 
which is nothing but en-
dorsement to govt. of India 
divisive policy.’ 

 The “wrong doing’ of 
the govt. of India “can be 
corrected or amended” 
by way of necessary and 
required procedures “but 
the NSCN/GPRN who rec-
ognized the Zeliangrong 
people into three sepa-

rate and distinct tribes 
may create more problems 
since the Naga people can-
not deny the fact of other 
Naga political groups ex-
istence especially in the 
event of any Naga politi-
cal groups disowned the 
recognition of Zeme, Li-
angmai, Rongmei by the 
NSCN/GPRN.” 

The ZYF has urged ‘all 
responsible people and 
advised the functionaries 
of ZNC, LNC and RNC 
to seriously ponder the 

fate of Zeliangrong people 
collective future.’ It will 
be ‘unwise’ on the part 
of the Zeliangrong peo-
ple to ‘praise or celebrate 
when your family is going 
to break into pieces on 
unrealistic grounds,’ the 
press release explained. 
It has urged the Zelian-
grong people ‘not to be a 
part of the darkest history 
but to be a part of bright 
and prosperous collec-
tive future of Zeliangrong 
people.’

Shillong, April 15 (PTI): Meghalaya Chief 
Minister Conrad Sangma today met Un-
ion Coal Minister Piyush Goyal in New 
Delhi and discussed the coal mining ban 
that has hit the northeastern state hard 
for the past four years.

Goyal assured that he would look into 
the grievance of the coal miners, the Chief 
Minister’s Office said in a statement here.

The National Green Tribunal (NGT) 
had banned mining of coal in Megha-
laya in 2014 after it received petitions on 
rampant violation of environment norms 
and utter disregard for safety measures by 
miners. The Union minister has assured 
finding an early solution to the problem, 
Sangma was quoted as saying in the 
statement.

“Coal mining is important for the state 
and the region. It is important that a bal-
ance is struck considering the fragile envi-
ronment. We discussed on ways to initiate 
coal mining in the state. Sangma said.

Sangma said Goyal has given a posi-

tive response to the suggestions and 
ideas put forward by him and his cabinet 
colleagues.

Sangma along with PWD Minister 
Prestone Tynsong, Tourism Minister Met-
bah Lyngdoh and Sports and Youth Affairs 
Minister Banteidor Lyngdoh, called on 
Goyal at his office today.

Sangma is also likely to meet Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi in this regard.

Last week, the state cabinet had de-
cided to pursue a resolution passed by the 
state Assembly to urge Centre s interven-
tion for resolving the ban on coal mining 
in the state.

In 2015, the Assembly had unani-
mously adopted a resolution to urge the 
Centre to invoke Para 12 A (b) of the Sixth 
Schedule through a Presidential notifica-
tion to exempt Meghalaya from the cen-
tral laws related to mining which include 
the Mines and Minerals (Development 
and Regulations) Act, and the Coal Mines 
(Nationalisation) Act.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, April 15 (EMN): 
The Karbi Anglong Auton-
omous Council (KAAC), 
Chief Executive Member 
(CEM) Tuliram Ronghang 
dedicated various devel-
opment works in Bithung-
Rengthama Constituency, 
West Karbi Anglong dis-
trict on April 15 Sunday. 

Pavement block roads 
from Borghat to Bilak-
so , Namtaradubi PWD 
road to Dohgoan Engti 
were inaugurated while 
a central group housing 
scheme of the financial 
year of 2016-17 were also 
inaugurated in various 
places under Rongkhang 
Block implemented un-

der Pradhan Mantri Awas 
Yojana Gramin (PMAYG) 
in presence of Rongkhang 
Block, BDO Sushakanta 
Timung at Namtaradubi in 
Taradubi Narua goan.

Also, an institution 
called Shankar Deva 
Shishu Vidyalaya Niketan 
at Taradubi Kathar village 
was inaugurated by Rong-
hang.

Ro n g h a n g  v i s i t e d 
at various places under 
Bithung-Rengthama of 
the storm affected fami-
lies where more than 100 
houses were damaged by 
the monsoonal storm in 
the district  and extended 
emergency assistance to 
the affected families. 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, April 15 (EMN): A 
three-day conference on 
classical language status 
in respect of Manipuri lan-
guage was inaugurated at 
the conference hall of State 
Guest House, Sanjenthong 
in Imphal on April 15 Sun-
day.

Arts and culture minis-
ter L Jayantakumar Singh, 
Education minister Th 
Radheshyam Singh, lan-
guage activist L. Saratch-
andra Sharma and Di-
rector art and culture Ng 
Uttam Singh as chief guest 

functional; president and 
guests of honour of the 
inaugural function.

Speaking at the func-
tion Jayantakumar Singh 
said that it is a global phe-
nomenon that every com-
munity wants to protect 
and promote their own 
identities. The language 
which is classical in nature 
may be termed as classical 
language.

Stating that, ,it is our 
pride that we have been 
gifted with a rich and pre-
cious language by our 
ancestors’, Jayantakumar 

Singh said that it is the duty 
of every Manipuris to pro-
tect, preserve and promote 
the age long language.

Also, he advised the 
gathering to put up sug-
gestions and advice at any 
period of time to bring up 
the status of Manipuri lan-
guage and to be recognised 
as a classical language in 
the country.

In his president speech, 
Th. Radheshyam Singh 
said that Manipuri lan-
guage has already been 
included in the 8th Sched-
uled of the Indian Consti-
tution. ‘Moreover we are 
also recognised by the rest 
of the world for our rich 
classical dance and art and 
culture. As a result the Ma-
nipuri language will have 
no difficulty to be enlisted 
in the list of Classical Lan-
guages of the country’, he 
added.

Eminent education-
alists, language activists 
and officials and staff from 
Directorate of Language 
and Art and Culture also 
attended the function.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, April 15 (EMN): Manipur Chief 
Minister N Biren Singh attended to 
around 600 complaints and met nearly 
1500 people in the day’s “Meeyamgi Nu-
mit” (People’s Day) from 9 am to 1 pm at 
his official bungalow in Imphal on April 
15 Sunday.

Biren has been meeting the public to 
hear complaints and grievances on two 
occasions - “Meeyamgi Numit” (on 15th 
of every month) and “Hill Leaders’ Day” 
(on 10th of every month) since May 2017.

The Directorate of information and 
public relations (DIPR) organised pub-
lic screening of film/ documentaries 
highlighting the achievements and new 
developments in the state. 

Officials of Health department and 
JNIMS hospital was deputed at CM’s Sec-
retariat for the day to attend to the people, 
who seek medical assistance, reimburse-
ment and health care in government 
medical hospitals.

Other departments including Minor-
ity and other backward classes, Social 

welfare and Police department were also 
deputed at the Chief Minister’s Secretariat 
to help attend to the grievances of the 
public. 

Besides the Chief Minister’s Secre-
tariat also made elaborate arrangements 
for the convenience of the public while a 
medical team along with an ambulance 
and a team of Manipur Fire Service were 
kept on stand-by at the complex for any 
emergency. 

Teachers and students of BB Paul 
Mental Development Home (Special 
School), Mongshangei located in the 
outskirt of Imphal also met the Chief 
Minister Biren and expressed their hap-
piness over the cabinet’s decision for 
converting the school into a Government 
aided Institute.

According to Principal of the BB Paul 
Mental Development Home (Special 
School) T Anita Devi, the institute has 
been imparting vocational training and 
co-curricular activities including carpen-
try, tailoring, yoga, dance and music etc. 
to 175 special students.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, April 15 (EMN): 
The first foundation day 
of Karbi Rong Asar Amei 
(KRAA) Karbi Anglong was 
celebrated at Joysing Doloi 
Auditorium on April 14 
Saturday.

During the celebra-
tion a decision was passed 
where a Karbi headman 
who  have not completed 
the installation or ordina-
tion process as per the 
Karbi traditional customs 
within 2018-19 would not 
be recognised in any Karbi 
social gatherings.

The KRAA is a body of 
Karbi village headmen.

The discussion session 
was participated by village 

headmen from different 
parts of the district.

They discussed on 
the losing of Karbi tra-
ditional customs, where 
many village headmen in 
Karbi village have claimed 
themselves as a village 
headman without com-
pleting any formalities of 
installation of Karbi village 
headman. 

During the occasion it 
was resolved that  the Po-
ho-Karbi traditional scarf 
worn by Karbi men cannot 
be presented to women 
during any social func-
tions, gatherings or cel-
ebrations. Instead women 
should be presented with 
Karbi bag, tari-small knife 

and pekok-cloth.
And for identification 

between married and un-
married Karbi men in a 
social gathering, a mar-
ried men should wear red 
colour of Poho (Scarf) and 
for unmarried men white 
colour of Poho should be 
worn, it has resolved.    

Also, the village head-
men discussed on tying of 
tender banana tree light 
on vehicles going for mar-
riage ceremony by bride-
groom’s party. It has re-
solved that tying of banana 
tree on vehicles should not 
do so , instead the symbol 
of bongkrok-gouard filled 
with rice bear and some 
other symbols should be 

put-up during the mar-
riage ceremony. Karbi men 
participating in marriage 
party should wear Choi 
hongthor (Karbi Jacket) 
and poho (Scarf).

The meeting also re-
solved that without the 
concern of traditional vil-
lage headman, the Sarkari 
Goan Buras-government 
appointed village head-
man, cannot issue No Ob-
jection Certificates (NOC) 
for any purposes to any 
person.

The presidents and 
secretaries of Nomati and 
Mahamaya KRAA branch-
es were inducted as mem-
bers in the central execu-
tive committee.

During an open ses-
sion, the United Karbi Stu-
dents Association (UKSA) 
president Ratan Terang 
spoke on the provision of 
paragraph 3 and 4 of the 
6th Schedule of  the con-
stitution on strengthening 
and exercising of  cus-
tomary laws of the tribal 
people. The Karbis have 
every right in exercising 
and protection of custom-
ary laws in the society. 
The customary laws and 
traditions of the Karbis 
are losing and it is time to 
strengthen it, he said.

Karbi traditional king, 
Ramsing asked KRAA 
members to extend their 
support to the Karbi tradi-
tional king and Lindokpos-
subordinates as they have 
no financial source of their 
own. Karbi Cultural Soci-
ety, president, Chandrasing 
Kro told KRAA that he is 
willing to allot land at Tara-
langso for office building.   

KRAA president, Dhor-
mosing Teron urged KRAA 
members to extend coop-
eration in all programmes 
and activities of the or-
ganisations.  

The meeting was at-
tended by lindokpos, other 
leaders of KRAA and lead-
ers of various social or-
ganisations.

Mirror Crossword 1790sud0ku 1630
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1789

ACROSS
1. Rest here please, abbr.
4. The compass point that is one point 

south of southeast
8. A French abbot
12. Own (Scottish)
13. A sword similar to a foil but with a 

heavier blade
14. River in South Africa
15. A way to decree
17. __ Spumante (Italian wine)
18. A group of similar things ordered 

one after another
19. Network of nerves
21. Alligator
23. Dish
26. Part with
29. Fulmination
31. Turn tail
32. African cape
33. The compass point that is one 

point east (clockwise) of due 
north

34. A way to vanish
36. Crinkle
37. In a way, fed
38. Stake
40. Turkish leader title
42. Spoke
46. Staff of life
48. Coil
50. A way to squeeze
51. Clupeid
52. Queen of Scotts
53. Surrender
54. Hosiery
55. Born of 

DOWN
1. Letters of the alphabet
2. Rich person
3. Person
4. More dried-up
5. Shows

6. Article of furniture
7. Visionary
8. A visible personification of an 

abstract quality
9. An imaginary line or standard 

by which things are 
measured or compared

10. Eutherian 
11. __ Lilly, drug company
16. Food grain

20. This (Spanish)
22. About
24. Swedish rock group
25. A way to view 
26. In a way, left
27. __ Shankar, Indian musician
28. Exhaled
30. Tumours
32. Sacred writing
35. A way to diverge 

36. A space reserved for sitting
39. Business
41. Cincture
43. Sir in Asia
44. Bulky grayish-brown eagle
45. Sandy piece of seashore
46. Beginning military rank
47. Wrath
49. The 17th letter of the Greek 

alphabet

solutions to suD0ku 1629

ZYF responds to issue of tribal distinction 

Meghalaya CM meets Goyal, 
discusses coal mining ban issue

Tuliram Ronghang 
dedicates various 
developmental works 

Classical language conclave 
underway in Manipur 

Manipur observes monthly People’s Day 
CM hears 600 complaints; meets nearly 1500 people  

First foundation day of Karbi village headmen held 

EM Images
Members of the Karbi Rong Asar Amei seen during the conference at Joysing Doloi Auditorium in Karbi Anglong on April 14.
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RBI’s decree will shatter cryptocurrency 
business in India, say stakeholders

Air India convenes pilot 
unions’ meet on privatisation

Twin balance sheet resolution to 
take up to nine months — Assocham

Ne w  De l h i , Ap r i l  1 5 
(IANS): The Reserve Bank 
of India’s announcement 
on cryptocurrency has 
not only stirred the mar-
ket but left both the trad-
ers and investors in a state 
of loss with many of them 
thinking of wrapping up 
their operations.

“This unprecedent-
ed move by the RBI has 
stirred the market and 
impacted the industry 
at various levels. The ex-
changes have witnessed 
a steep decline in daily 
trade volumes and price 
fall for all tokens. In ad-
dition, traders who were 
looking at long-term in-
vestment through crypto 
assets will suffer heavy 
losses, especially those 
who have made hefty in-
vestments, out of their 
livelihood savings,” Rahul 
Raj, Co-Founder and CEO, 
Koinex, told IANS.

While Praveenkumar 
Vijayakumar, Founder 
and CEO, Belfrics Global, 
said the announcement 
is an end of the road for 
many Indian exchanges 
and a clear letdown for 
new investors, it is not go-
ing to have much effect on 
cryptocurrency transac-
tions in the long run.

“As and when global 
prices advance, Indians 
will find their way to get 
these assets through p2p 
(peer-to-peer) markets,” 
he told IANS.

“Nowhere it is stated 
that cryptos are illegal. 
The only thing which has 
been stopped is banking 
service. If anybody can 
justify the cash amount 

Ne w  De l h i , Ap r i l  1 5 
(IANS): Resolving the twin 
balance sheet problem 
-- of the accumulated non-
performing assets (NPAs), 
or bad loans, of banks and 
huge debts of corporate 
India -- may take at least 
three quarters, industry 
body Assocham said on 
Sunday.

It also said the com-
plementary process on 
companies set in motion 
under the Insolvency and 
Bankruptcy Code (IBC) 
would pick up speed in the 
coming months. 

“It may take at least 
another three quarters 
before the problem of twin 
balance sheets of banks 
and highly leveraged cor-
porate firms gets reason-
ably resolved, even as the 
process of resolution of the 
companies under IBC ref-
erence would pick up pace 
in the coming months,” 
an Assocham release said 
here. 

“Our own assessment 

for which they buy or sell 
the cryptoassets, the trad-
ing goes on,” Bharat Ver-
ma, CEO and co-found-
er, Pluto Exchange, told 
IANS.

Last week, the RBI, in 
its first bi-monthly Mon-
etary Policy Committee 
meeting of this fiscal, an-
nounced that regulated 
entities already providing 
services to any individual 
or business dealing in dig-
ital currencies have been 
given three months to exit 
the relationship.

“The RBI has cau-
tioned on at least three 
occasions members of 
the public and users of 
virtual currency regarding 
risks they are exposing 
themselves to through 
these cryptocurrencies,” 
RBI Deputy Governor B.P. 
Kanungo said.

“We have now decided 

to fence RBI-regulated 
entities from the risk of 
dealing with entities as-
sociated with virtual cur-
rencies. They are required 
to stop having a business 
relationship with entities 
dealing with virtual cur-
rencies forthwith, and 
unwind the existing re-
lationship within three 
months,” he added.

“This move by the RBI 
might see an irreversi-
ble negative ripple effect 
across the ecosystem. So, 
overall, the mood in the 
market is dismal,” said 
Rahul Raj.

The industry stake-
holders also rued the fact 
that they were not con-
sulted before RBI took its 
decision.

“Before taking this de-
cision, industry partici-
pants were not consulted, 
public debates were not 

initiated and public opin-
ion polls were not under-
taken. Even the findings 
of the committee were not 
published. 

The world is moving 
towards more efficient 
money and technology. 
We currently have billions 
of dollars being transact-
ed in the form of crypto-
currencies, in a much 
more efficient and faster 
way than any central bank 
in the world can perform,” 
said Vijayakumar.

Belfrics stopped its 
cryptocurrency exchange 
operations in India when 
the banks had shut down 
its accounts. “Our block-
chain technology divi-
sion is very active in India 
as we serve government 
and private enterprises 
for blockchain-related 
consultancy and product 
development,” he added.

Headquar tered in 
Malaysia, the Belfrics ex-
change is currently active 
in Kenya, Dubai, Malay-
sia, Singapore, Bahrain, 
Hong Kong, China and 
Indonesia.

“This knee-jerk move 
by the RBI has adversely 
impacted the industry, 
but the directive has 
also given financial in-
stitutions a time frame 
to settle all the pending 
transactions with the ex-
changes. So, effectively, 
this time allotted can be 
used by traders to wisely 
transact on their crypto-
assets. It is business as 
usual, at present,” Rahul 
Raj said.

He is also apprehen-
sive that this move by the 
RBI might lure traders to 
do under-the-table deal-
ings or make small trade 
through direct cash trans-
actions, which cannot be 
accounted or regulated.

“So, it might do more 
harm to the existing mar-
ket and lead to illicit prac-
tices and black market. 
We are hopeful that the 
government will allow a 
dialogue to resolve this 
situation,” he added.

But Verma is hopeful 
that RBI will give detailed 
information and guide-
lines by the end of June. “It 
appears as a positive deci-
sion in market of crypto.”

Asked whether he 
plans to wrap up his busi-
ness, Verma said: “I will 
wait for the right thing 
and right time. Going out 
is an option too, but any 
decision right now will be 
too early to make.”

Mumbai, April 15 (PTI): 
Air India has called a 
meeting of its pilot un-
ions in New Delhi next 
week to discuss about the 
proposed strategic disin-
vestment amid opposi-
tion from other employee 
unions.

On April 5, Air India 
chairman and managing 
director Pradeep Singh 
Kharola had held a meet-
ing with representatives 
of four employee unions 
on the proposed privati-
sation and their concerns.

“Indian Pilots Guild 
(IPG) and Indian Com-
mercial Pilots Associa-
tion (ICPA) have been 
called by the Air India 
chairman and managing 
director next week to dis-
cuss about the proposed 
privatisation,” sources at 
the airline told PTI here.

The meeting is expect-
ed to take place on April 
17, they said.

On March 28, the civil 

aviation ministry came 
out with the preliminary 
information memoran-
dum on Air India’s strate-
gic disinvestment.

As per the memoran-
dum, the government 
plans to offload 76 per 
cent equity share capital 
of the national carrier as 
well as transfer the man-
agement control.

The proposed trans-
action would involve Air 
India, its low-cost arm 
Air India Express and Air 
India SATS Airport Serv-
ices, which is an equal 
joint venture between 
the national airline and 
Singapore-based SATS.

The two pilot unions 
- IPG and ICPA - togeth-
er claim representing 
around 1,400 non-exec-
utive pilots of Air India’s 
wide and narrow-body 
aircraft fleet.

These two unions are 
understood to be in fa-
vour of privatisation pro-

vided all their pending 
dues are cleared.

On the other hand, 
the employee unions op-
posed to the privatisation 
have intensified their stir 
against the move.

Around 11 Air India 
unions have formed a 
joint  for um to  f ight 
against the government’s 
decision to handover the 
national airline to private 
players amid improve-
ment in its fiscal and op-
erational performance.

Kharola had yesterday 
said, “Air India improved 
performance on key pa-
rameters in FY18”, adding 
that the revenue spiked 
by 11 per cent on higher 
passengers traffic across 
its network.

The forum has already 
held lunch hour protest 
meetings at four places 
in Mumbai and plans to 
hold similar meetings at 
other stations also, ac-
cording to its leaders.

is that it would take an-
other six to nine months 
before the banks see re-
vival of confidence to lend 
afresh as they would then 
see reasonable amount of 
their NPAs get unlocked 
through a resolution. 

Assocham Secretary 
General D.S. Rawat urged 
the Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) to relax its recent 
norms for resolution of 
stressed assets, saying 
these are quite harsh both 
on the bank and the bor-
rowers.

“As is evident from the 
stressed assets in steel and 
cement, there is a huge 
rush for acquiring the 
same. This shows there 
is a tremendous inher-
ent value proposition and 
these assets can be turned 
into first-class performing 
assets within a few years.”

He also said that in the 
coming months, the IBC 
process would see some 
refinement, even as the ca-
pacity to handle the cases 
would get built up in an 
institutionalised manner.

The banks’ gross NPAs 
have crossed the stagger-
ing level of Rs 9 lakh crore.

The government last 
year embarked on a two-
pronged strategy on bad 
loans.

On the one hand, it has 
brought in the IBC which 
provides for a six-month 
time-bound insolvency 
resolution process, ex-
tendable by another 90 
days. On the other hand, 
it has approved a Rs 2.11 
lakh crore recapitalisation 
plan for state-run banks.

Infosys to hold analyst meet on 
April 23, may unveil new strategy

Coal India CBM roadmap hinges 
on techno-feasibility report 

New Delhi, April 15 (PTI): 
Infosys today announced 
it will hold an analysts’ 
meet on April 23 in Mum-
bai where the Bengaluru-
based outsourcing giant is 
expected to unveil its new 
strategy.

The IT major yester-
day reported a 2.4 per 
cent rise in the March 
quarter net profit and 
projected better revenues 
in FY19 as it focuses on 
digital business and in-
creasing localisation in 

key markets like the US 
and Europe.

“This is to inform that 
the Company will organ-
ize an analyst meeting in 
Mumbai on April 23, 2018 
at Hotel Taj Lands End, 
Bandra between 4:00 PM 
and 7:30 PM,” the com-
pany said in a BSE filing.

Infosys said the pro-
ceedings of the meet will 
be webcast live on the 
company’s website along 
with the presentations 
made at the event and 

transcripts of discussions.
Outlining the strat-

egy, the firm’s CEO Salil 
Parekh yesterday said In-
fosys will focus on four 
pillars -- scaling digital 
business (USD 2.79 bil-
lion in revenue currently), 
energising client’s core 
technology landscape via 
artificial intelligence and 
automation, re-skilling 
employees, and expand-
ing localisation in mar-
kets like US, Europe, and 
Australia.

Kolkata, April 15 (PTI): 
The Coal Bed Methane 
(CBM) project roadmap 
for Coal India Ltd will 
be based on a detailed 
techno-feasibility study, 
and the process for hiring 
consultants is expected 
to commence soon, a top 
official of the state-owned 
miner has said.

“A broad study is be-
ing done by Central Mine 
Planning and Design In-
stitute (CMPDI). Expert 
consultants will be en-
gaged through a global 
tender for a detailed tech-
no-feasibility study.

“Based on the reports, 
both CMPDI and Coal 
India will have a more 
clear idea on the most 
feasible business model 
for exploration, produc-
tion and marketing,” Coal 
India Director (Technical) 
Binay Dayal told PTI.

He expressed satis-
faction on the Cabinet 
nod for exploration and 
exploitation of CBM from 
areas under Coal Min-
ing Lease allotted to Coal 

India. Based on CMPDI’s 
guidance, the mining be-
hemoth is planning to 
go ahead with the Jharia 
coalfields ( Jharkhand) 
under  i ts  subsidiar y 
Bharat Coking Coal Ltd, 
initially out of the two 
blocks it had been offered 
on a nomination basis.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  e s -
timates, Rs 3,000 crore 
investment would be 
required for the develop-
ment of the field.

The Raniganj block is 
owned by Eastern Coal-
fields, another CIL sub-
sidiary. The Jharia block is 
estimated to hold reserves 
of 25 billion cubic metres 
and the Raniganj block 
around 3 billion cubic 
metres of CBM.

The government had 
earlier said that domestic 
coal gas could be used as 
feedstock for producing 
urea and other chemicals, 
which can help restrict 
the country’s import bill 
by USD 10 billion in five 
years and reduce carbon 
emission.
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Evaluating Ourselves
S

elf-knowledge and self-awareness (at times used 
interchangeably) is an important characteristics 
of a person with sound mind that further influ-
ences the personality of the person concerned 

and is believed to propel growth of a person and open 
up doors to higher levels of intelligence and success 
in life. A layman’s definition of self awareness is about 
the ability to know what one sees, feels and reacts and 
self-knowledge is the factual understanding on ones 
character, health, weaknesses etc. leading to the subse-
quent control measure that one applies.

In a research by the American Management Asso-
ciation on executives earning 50 million to 5 billion dol-
lars, it was found out that a higher self-awareness score 
was always a strong prediction for more success.

It is popularly considered that self-knowledge and 
self-awareness are not in-born but are attained through 
experiences in life but at the same time it is always a 
conscious effort that makes a person to know more 
about oneself. A conscious effort is therefore always 
required to know oneself better, the reason why some 
grow old without knowing much about oneself. In the 
present world, there are many tests available where 
one can test one’s personality and character and know 
where one stands. However, the easiest way to start 
knowing oneself is when others give their opinions or 
judgements of our personality and characters. If that 
is missing, the easiest way is to ask for frank feedback 
from another person that one has worked with or so-
cialised for some time.

Coming back to the Nagaland, with the advance-
ment in modern western education and the high litera-
cy rate in the state, but with depreciating levels of devel-
opmental indices, a peep into the individual’s as well as 
the communities’ self-knowledge and self-awareness 
might hold the key. The mood of the people in all the 
forums especially the youth as individuals have either 
low self-esteem and low morale which turns into fren-
zied outbursts when in a group like the various unions 
and associations.

For example, of late the governor of the state has 
been trying to paint a true picture of the Nagas from 
his vantage point as a non Naga but by one who has 
spent most of his life working with the people of North 
East India. As a person who has shown intense enthu-
siasm and energy of working in the grassroots with the 
common people over the years, he had a few observa-
tions of the Nagas that just cannot and should not be 
shrugged off. He was the one who commented about a 
Naga village that had seventy plus doctors but did not 
have any doctor in the village health centre. He is also 
the one who recently asked all the tribal bodies (Hohos) 
to stay united at this crucial juncture of a settlement to 
the Indo-Naga issue. In one instance he was quite vocal 
reminding the citizens of the state to showcase Naga-
land as a vibrant Nagaland as God has blessed her with 
all the talents not only in dance and drama but in every 
aspect of life.

Such strong statements from an outsider’s perspec-
tive should be the indicator for introspection. Unless 
the Nagas as individuals and as a community know our 
true selves; our strengths and weaknesses, it will be dif-
ficult to discard the current narratives that is shaping 
the future of the Nagas as a people.

The systematic rape of women and girls is being used as a strategy in ethnic cleansing in conflict zones, such as in Bosnia, the Vietnam War, the Nellie 
Massacre and in the more recent Rohingya crisis. Credit: Reuters Files

Exploring the Heart of Matter 
and Why Atoms Are Important

Vikas Datta | IANS

Title: Atom; 
Author: Piers Bizony; 

Publisher: Icon Science; 
Pages: 225; Price: Rs 499

I
n science, like life, the journey 
is as important as the destina-
tion. While this is true for every 
major scientific discovery that 

signals a paradigm shift in how we 
understand, interpret or modify our-
selves or our world, it is most vital in 
the quest -- still not completed -- to 
plumb the very heart of matter.

And coming to know the structure 
of atom was not a mere scientific cu-
riousity, but something that under-
pins the entire gamut of modern hu-
man civilisation. As we learn here, it 
can assist the remnants in case of any 
catastrophe that wipes out most of 
the population and information and 
knowledge accumulated over centu-
ries.

Richard Feynman, among the 
greatest physicists of the 20th cen-
tury (and cropping up regularly in 
this book), once contended that if in 
anticipation of such an eventuality, 
some toughened material had been 
prepared and kept safe to be discov-
ered by survivors, humanity “could 
recover pretty much everything it 
needed to know about the material 
world” from a short sentence about 
the atom’s features and behaviour.

Why the atom is so important is 
what science journalist and space 
historian Piers Bizony tells us in this 
installment of the Icon Science series 
recounting the significance of key 
moment in science over the last few 
centuries.

And as he brings out, the focus on 
atoms, and its components and sub-
components -- which is still continu-
ing -- definitely qualifies.

“Our quest for the atom has been 
one of the greatest scientific adven-
tures in history. Not the least of the 
problems is that the atom is a mind-
numbingly small entity...” says Bi-
zony.

But as we learn, the concept of 
atom -- philosophically, not scien-
tifically -- was known from antiquity, 
especially among the ancient Greeks 
almost 25 centuries ago. But till a cen-
tury or so ago, its structure, properties 
and applications were not known, or 

even deemed worth knowing.
Until the dawn of the Industrial 

Revolution, when the demand for 
new materials was high, and scientists 
scrambled to understand the proper-
ties and make-up of various materi-
als. However, even for them, especial-
ly John Dalton in the late 18th/early 

19th century, it was only a “spectacu-
larly reliable chemical counting unit” 
and “a statistical way of looking at gas 
and steam pressures”.

All that, however, changed at the 
end of the 19th century, when scien-
tists tried to understand radioactivity 
and understand what light’s nature 

was actually. And as this account 
shows, there was no looking back.

The account is not about the 
ground-breaking research of some 
of the greatest minds of science from 
the past two centuries -- J.J. Thomp-
son, Dmitri Mendelev, Max Planck, 
Marie Curie, Albert Einstein, Niels 
Bohr, Wolfang Pauli, Erwin Schrod-
inger, Lord Rutherford, Paul Dirac, 
Werner Heisenberg, Lisa Meitner, 
Enrico Fermi, Feynman himself and 
more -- but also the leap of imagina-
tion and adoption of a new thinking 
that made it possible.

“Today, it is hard to imagine what 
little knowledge Marie and Pierre Cu-
rie started with when they embarked 
on their quest to explain radioactiv-
ity, or what a great leap of intuition 
Rutherford needed to figure out what 
the inside of an atom looks like,” says 
eminent physicist Jim Al-Khalili in 
the foreword.

And that is the whole crux of the 
issue -- which goes beyond all the 
uses the properties and power of the 
atoms have been put most of the 20th 
century and beyond.

While Bizony does a great job in 
explaining the high-level science 
most lucidly and accessibly, and pro-
viding colourful pen-portraits of the 
scientists, who included rakes, intro-
verts, philanderers, practical jokers 
and philosophers, his most signifi-
cant contribution is chronicling the 
mindsets that made possible unveil-
ing the atom’s secrets.

Letting imagination soar outside 
bounds, changing views and pre-
sumptions given theoretical dead-
ends or contradictory experimental 
results, accepting opposite views -- 
grudgingly or gracefully -- when they 
are proven and, above all, the benefits 
of holding open minds and the habit 
of verifying all claims didn’t only help 
in this endeavour but are equally im-
portant outside science too.

And above all, the search for the 
atom’s structure not also showed the 
fundamental interconnectedness of 
matter but also how the actions of 
atom’s components -- which have im-
plications across greater scales -- are 
not predetermined, and thus cause a 
relook at the very nature of causation 
and reality.

(Vikas Datta can be contacted at 
vikas.d@ians.in )

Don’t just spend time—invest it.

Scientists are pretty fussy about time. At the end 
of 2016, the folks at Goddard Space Flight Center 
in Maryland added an extra second to the year. 
So if you felt that year dragged on a bit longer 

than normal, you were right.
Why did they do that? Because the rotation of the 

earth slows down over time, the years get just a tiny 
bit longer. When scientists track manmade objects 
launched into space, they must have accuracy down 
to the millisecond. This is “to make sure our collision 
avoidance programs are accurate,” according to one 
scientist.

For most of us, a second gained or lost doesn’t make 
much difference. Yet according to Scripture, our time 
and how we use it is important. For instance, Paul re-
minded us in 1 Corinthians 7:29 that “time is short.” The 
time we have to do God’s work is limited, so we must 
use it wisely. He urged us to “[make] the best use of the 
time, because the days are evil” (Ephesians 5:16 esv).

This doesn’t mean we have to count each second 
as do the scientists, but when we consider the fleeting 
nature of life (Psalm 39:4), we can be reminded of the 
importance of using our time wisely.

Lord, thank You for each moment You give us. May 
we strive to honor You with this gift by using our time 

wisely for Your honor and glory.

Poonam Muttreja and Farhan 
Akhtar | thewire.in

J
anuary 2018 will be etched in the his-
tory of our country – we will remem-
ber it like we do December 2012, to 
remember the eight-year-old Bakar-

wal girl like we do Jyoti Singh (or Nirb-
haya) and the horrors that some men are 
capable of. The gang-rape and murder of 
the eight-year-old, who loved horses and 
playing in the meadows, has brought us 
to our knees in grief and shame.

The blood-curdling details of this 
case that unfolded in Kathua in Jammu 
comes days after a 16-year-old girl at-
tempted suicide outside the residence 
of the chief minister of Uttar Pradesh. It 
was a desperate cry for help. The girl ac-
cused a BJP MLA, Kuldeep Singh Sengar 
and his brother along with their accom-
plices, of raping her in June last. The in-
cident escalated three days ago, when it 
was reported that her father died while in 
Unnao police’s custody.

Painful as it is, the rape of these two 
girls is not a one-off story. In India, it is 
one of the most common forms of vio-
lence against women and girls, a way 
of displaying male dominance; rape is 
also a means of further emasculating the 
marginalised, a way to demonstrate class 
and caste superiority. However, the story 
of the eight-year-old in Kathua and that 
of the teenager from Unnao is unique in 
the total collapse of the constitutional 
means that a victim has to pursue justice. 
In both cases, the victims and their fami-
lies have been deliberately dehumanised 
by the custodians of the law. There has 
been a blatant disregard for legal proce-
dure, and inhumane politics has been 
deployed to protect the perpetrators and 
whip up communal discord.

We are in a playground where the big 
bully picks on a small child because he 
knows there is no fight. These are cold-
blooded crimes carried out by those who 
do not fear the consequences of terroris-
ing minority communities and violating 

moral codes of conduct. The hand of the 
law, it seems, cannot reach that high. All 
the progress and development we may 
lay claim to, cannot redeem us of our 
failing, as the pillars of our democracy 
crumble yet again.

The twin cases of Unnao and Kathua 
are examplse of rape being used as a 
weapon, not as a crime of unfulfilled 
sexual desire, or the revenge of a spurned 
lover, but as a hate crime. We have seen 
similar instances before in the rape and 
murder of Thangjam Manorama in Ma-
nipur or in the rape of Bilkis Bano and 
the murder of her family during the 2002 
riots of Godhra.

Women hold placards during a pro-
test in Manipur against the Armed Forc-
es Special Powers Act. In 2004, 32-year-
old Thangjam Manorama was raped and 
murdered, allegedly by a group of Assam 
Rifles men. Credit: Reuters Files

In situations of conflict, women and 

girls are particularly targeted with the 
use of sexual violence as a tactic to hu-
miliate, subjugate, to instill fear, and dis-
perse members of the community. The 
systematic rape of women and girls is 
also used as a strategy in ethnic cleans-
ing, as we have seen strife-torn zones – in 
Bosnia, the Vietnam War, the Nellie Mas-
sacre and more recently the Rohingya 
crisis. Women become a metaphor of 
territorial conquest, a means of adding 
insult to injury and robbing the last shred 
of dignity.

Our mind cannot fathom the de-
tails of this case, the smiling face of the 
little girl juxtaposed with her battered 
and dusty body, and the eight men who 
conspired to carry out such unspeakable 
violence. We catalogue it as hate crime to 
at least try and make sense of what is a 
senseless and barbaric act of violence. It 
threatens to obscure the bruised image 
of the little girl and numb the outrage we 

are experiencing. Instead, we need to say 
out loud what many of us have silently 
feared for a few years now – India is in the 
midst of a crisis.

Women facing such gruesome acts 
of violence, like canaries in a coal mine, 
are giving out signals of impending social 
strife. Their bodies have become proxy 
battlegrounds suffering the prejudice 
and intolerance of men and majoritar-
ian sentiments. We need to avoid getting 
complacent; we should pay heed, and 
push back, we should ensure that the 
perpetrators do not become our leaders 
tomorrow, lest we compromise on the 
rights and dignity of the marginalised.

(Poonam Muttreja is Executive 
Director of the Population Foundation 

of India. Farhan Akhtar is founder 
of MARD (Men Against Rape & 

Discrimination) and an actor, director, 
singer, songwriter and producer. )

DAILY
PATH

Just a Second
BIBLE READ:   PSALM 39:4–6
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

How fleeting my life is.  
~  Psalm 39:4

A book on the search for the atom’s structure and secrets and how the process is important 
beyond science. Photo courtesy : IANS

The cries of the 
violence-hit women, 
whose bodies have 
become proxy 
battlegrounds 
for prejudice and 
intolerance of men 
and majoritarian 
sentiments, are 
giving out signals of 
impending social strife.

The Canary in the Coal Mine
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): There is a possi-
bility that you’ll fall into a bit of a regression 
today as old feelings of anxiety or inadequacy 
surface. Although you’ve reached a good 

place in terms of self-confidence, some old childhood 
fears could resurface. The old emotions that bubble up 
could impede your interactions with your co-workers 
or friends today, so be mindful of what lies under the 
surface for you, Aries.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): OK, up and at 
‘em, Taurus! You might feel like you’re walk-
ing through sand today, but you really need 
to shake your booty and get the blood flow-

ing. If you don’t get up and do something, you’ll be a 
slug all day. You need to clear your head and cast off 
that bloated feeling. Most importantly, you want to get 
a good start to the day so you can accomplish every-
thing that awaits you.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You could be 
startled to find that your artistic talents, al-
though dormant for a while, are called into 
service today. A particular undertaking of 

those around you could benefit from your gift in this 
area. Don’t panic, Gemini, you won’t be expected to do 
this alone. Others will pitch in and help. One thing to 
be careful of today is not let your emotions run away 
with you. It could spoil everything.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): This could be a 
tough day for you emotionally. It might sur-
prise you to find that some very old, deep-
seated feelings get churned up in the course of 

investigating a subject of keen interest to you. It might be 
difficult to process these feelings. Don’t try to intellectual-
ize them too much, Cancer. At the same time, be wary of 
situations that could trigger an emotional cyclone. Some 
words can be brutally painful. Try to avoid this at all costs.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Things could be up 
and down for you today, Leo. You might expe-
rience some confusion as a result of communi-
cation snafus or computer glitches that affect 

financial issues you’re trying to solve. Persevere and you’ll 
succeed. Don’t be surprised if you’re recruited to join a 
project that is totally new to you. You may be apprehen-
sive at first, but you’ll do just fine. Go ahead and say yes.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You might be feel-
ing a little tense because you and your part-
ner are grappling with some thorny financial 
issues right now, Virgo. You could be frustrat-

ed because you need to postpone some purchases or 
investments until the cash starts flowing more freely 
again. The good news is that this is a fine time to work 
out such a conflict to a satisfactory resolution. Both of 
you will need to be open-minded and look at all sides 
as you make your decisions.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): This will be an 
exciting day for you intellectually, Libra. A 
number of intriguing concepts will catch 
your fancy, and you’ll be hungry to learn 

more about them right away. Your research could take 
you to a library or onto the Internet. The topics might 
relate to social or political issues. As irresistible as 
these new ideas are, don’t forget to tend to the busi-
ness of everyday life.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): You’ll want to 
respond to your creative juices, which will be 
flowing freely today, Scorpio. Don’t suppress 
the urge to sing, compose, paint, or write. 

You’ll be in the full flower of creativity, so make the most 
of it. You’ll be able to take care of your daily obligations 
and still make room for your creative expression. Listen 
to the messages you receive in your heart and let them 
burst forth.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Tugs on 
the home front could be pulling you away 
from attending an event with friends that 
you’ve been looking forward to for some time. 

Try to be reasonable and sort out the needs of those at 
home with kindness in your heart. You might be able 
to address those issues and still have time to be with 
your friends later. Just remember to keep your priori-
ties straight, Sagittarius.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Cool heads 
will be needed today, Capricorn, as tempers 
may flare at work because of frustration with 
ongoing problems. You might need to take 

the lead in keeping everyone calm by facilitating clear 
and open communication. It will be important to keep 
emotions in check or words will fly that people may re-
gret. This is a temporary situation. Everyone should be 
back on an even keel as soon as issues get properly aired.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): If you find 
yourself second-guessing plans you made 
earlier, Aquarius, perhaps for a plane trip, 
try to look objectively at your concerns. You 

don’t have to cancel everything if you have money wor-
ries. Your fears will probably turn out to be unfounded. 
This could be a good time to look into learning more 
about modern technology, either by enrolling in a class 
or attending a lecture. Evaluate vacation plans or a 
class with an analytical eye.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You might find 
yourself wrestling some ongoing, unresolved 
issues that could interfere with your ability 
to do your job. Be mindful that you’re a bit 

brittle today, particularly if you’re working on financial 
matters, Pisces. The last thing you want is a major battle 
with those around you, so do your best to keep a cool 
head. Don’t let uncontrolled emotions rule the day.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

...from previous issue
Notice how different what’s going on 

here is from, say, Orwellian doublespeak, 
a deliberately ambiguous, euphemism-
filled language designed to hide the intent 
of the speaker. Doublespeak involves no 
interest in clarity, coherence or truth. It is, 
according to George Orwell, the language 
of useless bureaucrats and politicians, try-
ing to go through the motions of speech 
without actually committing themselves 
to any real substantive claims. But echo 
chambers don’t trade in vague, ambigu-
ous pseudo-speech. We should expect that 
echo chambers would deliver crisp, clear, 
unambiguous claims about who is trust-
worthy and who is not. And this, according 
to Jamieson and Cappella, is exactly what 
we find in echo chambers: clearly articulat-
ed conspiracy theories, and crisply worded 
accusations of an outside world rife with 
untrustworthiness and corruption.

Once an echo chamber starts to grip 
a person, its mechanisms will reinforce 
themselves. In an epistemically healthy life, 
the variety of our informational sources will 
put an upper limit to how much we’re will-
ing to trust any single person. Everybody’s 
fallible; a healthy informational network 
tends to discover people’s mistakes and 
point them out. This puts an upper ceiling 
on how much you can trust even your most 
beloved leader. But inside an echo cham-
ber, that upper ceiling disappears.

Being caught in an echo chamber is not 
always the result of laziness or bad faith. 
Imagine, for instance, that somebody has 
been raised and educated entirely inside an 
echo chamber. That child has been taught 
the beliefs of the echo chamber, taught to 
trust the TV channels and websites that 
reinforce those same beliefs. It must be 
reasonable for a child to trust in those that 
raise her. So, when the child finally comes 
into contact with the larger world – say, as 
a teenager – the echo chamber’s worldview 
is firmly in place. That teenager will distrust 
all sources outside her echo chamber, and 
she will have gotten there by following nor-
mal procedures for trust and learning.

It certainly seems like our teenager is 
behaving reasonably. She could be going 
about her intellectual life in perfectly good 
faith. She might be intellectually voracious, 
seeking out new sources, investigating 
them, and evaluating them using what she 
already knows. She is not blindly trusting; 
she is proactively evaluating the credibil-
ity of other sources, using her own body of 

background beliefs. The worry is that she’s 
intellectually trapped. Her earnest attempts 
at intellectual investigation are lead astray 
by her upbringing and the social structure 
in which she is embedded.

For those who have not been raised with-
in an echo chamber, perhaps it would take 
some significant intellectual vice to enter 
into one – perhaps intellectual laziness or a 
preference for security over truth. But even 
then, once the echo chamber’s belief sys-
tem is in place, their future behaviour could 
be reasonable and they would still continue 
to be trapped. Echo chambers might func-
tion like addiction, under certain accounts. 
It might be irrational to become addicted, 
but all it takes is a momentary lapse – once 
you’re addicted, your internal landscape is 
sufficiently rearranged such that it’s ration-
al to continue with your addiction. Simi-
larly, all it takes to enter an echo chamber is 
a momentary lapse of intellectual vigilance. 
Once you’re in, the echo chamber’s belief 
systems function as a trap, making future 
acts of intellectual vigilance only reinforce 
the echo chamber’s worldview.

There is at least one possible escape 
route, however. Notice that the logic of the 
echo chamber depends on the order in 
which we encounter the evidence. An echo 
chamber can bring our teenager to discred-
it outside beliefs precisely because she en-
countered the echo chamber’s claims first. 
Imagine a counterpart to our teenager who 
was raised outside of the echo chamber 
and exposed to a wide range of beliefs. Our 
free-range counterpart would, when she 
encounters that same echo chamber, likely 
see its many flaws. In the end, both teenag-
ers might eventually become exposed to 
all the same evidence and arguments. But 
they arrive at entirely different conclusions 
because of the order in which they received 
that evidence. Since our echo-chambered 
teenager encountered the echo chamber’s 
beliefs first, those beliefs will inform how 
she interprets all future evidence.

But something seems very suspicious 
about all this. Why should order matter so 
much? The philosopher Thomas Kelly ar-
gues that it shouldn’t, precisely because it 
would make this radical polarisation ra-
tionally inevitable. Here is the real source 
of irrationality in lifelong echo-chamber 
members – and it turns out to be incred-
ibly subtle. Those caught in an echo cham-
ber are giving far too much weight to the 
evidence they encounter first, just because 
it’s first. Rationally, they should reconsider 
their beliefs without that arbitrary prefer-
ence. But how does one enforce such infor-
mational a-historicity?

Think about our echo-chambered teen-
ager. Every part of her belief system is tuned 
to reject the contrary testimony of outsid-
ers. She has a reason, on each encounter, to 
dismiss any incoming contrary evidence. 
What’s more, if she decided to suspend any 
one of her particular beliefs and reconsider 
it on its own, then all her background be-
liefs would likely just reinstate the problem-
atic belief. Our teenager would have to do 
something much more radical than simply 
reconsidering her beliefs one by one. She’d 
have to suspend all her beliefs at once, and 
restart the knowledge-gathering process, 
treating all sources as equally trustworthy. 
This is a massive undertaking; it is, perhaps, 
more than we could reasonably expect of 
anybody. It might also, to the philosophi-
cally inclined, sound awfully familiar. The 
escape route is a modified version of René 
Descartes’s infamous method.

Descartes suggested that we imagine 
an evil demon that was deceiving us about 
everything. He explains the meaning be-
hind the methodology in the opening lines 
of the Meditations on First Philosophy 
(1641). He had come to realise that many of 
the beliefs he had acquired in his early life 
were false. But early beliefs lead to all sorts 
of other beliefs, and any early falsehoods 
he’d accepted had surely infected the rest 
of his belief system. He was worried that, if 
he discarded any one particular belief, the 
infection contained in the rest of his beliefs 
would simply reinstate more bad beliefs. 
The only solution, thought Descartes, was 
to throw all his beliefs away and start over 
again from scratch.

So the evil demon was just a bit of a heu-
ristic – a thought experiment that would 
help him throw away all his beliefs. He 
could start over, trusting nothing and no 
one except those things that he could be 
entirely certain of, and stamping out those 
sneaky falsehoods once and for all. Let’s call 
this the Cartesian epistemic reboot. Notice 
how close Descartes’s problem is to our 
hapless teenager’s, and how useful the solu-
tion might be. Our teenager, like Descartes, 
has problematic beliefs acquired in early 
childhood. These beliefs have infected out-
wards, infesting that teenager’s whole belief 
system. Our teenager, too, needs to throw 
everything away, and start over again.

Groomed from childhood to be a neo-Nazi 
leader, he left the movement by performing 

a social reboot
Descartes’s method has since been 

abandoned by most contemporary phi-
losophers, since in fact we can’t start from 
nothing: we have to start by assuming 

something and trusting somebody. But for 
us the useful part is the reboot itself, where 
we throw everything away and start all over 
again. The problematic part happens after-
wards, when we re-adopt only those beliefs 
that we are entirely certain of, while pro-
ceeding solely by independent and solitary 
reasoning.

Let’s call the modernised version of Des-
cartes’s methodology the social-epistemic 
reboot. In order to undo the effects of an 
echo chamber, the member should tempo-
rarily suspend all her beliefs – in particular 
whom and what she trusts – and start over 
again from scratch. But when she starts 
from scratch, we won’t demand that she 
trust only what she’s absolutely certain of, 
nor will we demand that she go it alone. 
For the social reboot, she can proceed, 
after throwing everything away, in an ut-
terly mundane way – trusting her senses, 
trusting others. But she must begin afresh 
socially – she must reconsider all possible 
sources of information with a presump-
tively equanimous eye. She must take the 
posture of a cognitive newborn, open and 
equally trusting to all outside sources. In a 
sense, she’s been here before. In the social 
reboot, we’re not asking people to change 
their basic methods for learning about the 
world. They are permitted to trust, and trust 
freely. But after the social reboot, that trust 
will not be narrowly confined and deeply 
conditioned by the particular people they 
happened to be raised by.

The social reboot might seem rather 
fantastic, but it is not so unrealistic. Such a 
profound deep-cleanse of one’s whole be-
lief system seems to be what’s actually re-
quired to escape. Look at the many stories 
of people leaving cults and echo chambers. 
Take, for example, the story of Derek Black 
in Florida – raised by a neo-Nazi father, and 
groomed from childhood to be a neo-Nazi 
leader. Black left the movement by, basi-
cally, performing a social reboot. He com-
pletely abandoned everything he’d believed 
in, and spent years building a new belief 
system from scratch. He immersed himself 
broadly and open-mindedly in everything 
he’d missed – pop culture, Arabic litera-
ture, the mainstream media, rap – all with 
an overall attitude of generosity and trust. 
It was the project of years and a major act 
of self-reconstruction, but those extraor-
dinary lengths might just be what’s actu-
ally required to undo the effects of an echo-
chambered upbringing.

Is there anything we can do, then, to 
help an echo-chamber member to reboot? 
We’ve already discovered that direct assault 
tactics – bombarding the echo-chamber 
member with ‘evidence’ – won’t work. 
Echo-chamber members are not only pro-
tected from such attacks, but their belief 

systems will judo such attacks into fur-
ther reinforcement of the echo chamber’s 
worldview. Instead, we need to attack the 
root, the systems of discredit themselves, 
and restore trust in some outside voices.

Stories of actual escapes from echo 
chambers often turn on particular encoun-
ters – moments when the echo-chambered 
individual starts to trust somebody on the 
outside. Black’s is case in point. By high 
school, he was already something of a star 
on neo-Nazi media, with his own radio 
talk-show. He went on to college, openly 
neo-Nazi, and was shunned by almost eve-
ry other student in his community college. 
But then Matthew Stevenson, a Jewish fel-
low undergraduate, started inviting Black to 
Stevenson’s Shabbat dinners. In Black’s tell-
ing, Stevenson was unfailingly kind, open 
and generous, and slowly earned Black’s 
trust. This was the seed, says Black, that led 
to a massive intellectual upheaval – a slow-
dawning realisation of the depths to which 
he had been misled. Black went through a 
years-long personal transformation, and is 
now an anti-Nazi spokesperson. Similarly, 
accounts of people leaving echo-chambered 
homophobia rarely involve them encoun-
tering some institutionally reported fact. 
Rather, they tend to revolve around personal 
encounters – a child, a family member, a 
close friend coming out. These encoun-
ters matter because a personal connection 
comes with a substantial store of trust.

Why is trust so important? Baier sug-
gests one key facet: trust is unified. We don’t 
simply trust people as educated experts in a 
field – we rely on their goodwill. And this is 
why trust, rather than mere reliability, is the 
key concept. Reliability can be domain-spe-
cific. The fact, for example, that somebody 
is a reliable mechanic sheds no light on 
whether or not their political or economic 
beliefs are worth anything. But goodwill is 
a general feature of a person’s character. If 
I demonstrate goodwill in action, then you 
have some reason to think that I also have 
goodwill in matters of thought and knowl-
edge. So if one can demonstrate goodwill to 
an echo-chambered member – as Steven-
son did with Black – then perhaps one can 
start to pierce that echo chamber.

Such interventions from trusted outsid-
ers can hook up with the social reboot. But 
the path I’m describing is a winding, narrow 
and fragile one. There is no guarantee that 
such trust can be established, and no clear 
path to its being established systematically. 
And even given all that, what we’ve found 
here isn’t an escape route at all. It depends 
on the intervention of another. This path is 
not even one an echo-chamber member 
can trigger on her own; it is only a whisper-
thin hope for rescue from the outside.

Concluded

I
n his congressional testimo-
ny, Facebook founder 
and CEO Mark Zuck-
erberg seemed to 

understand the impor-
tance of protecting both 
the security and privacy 
of Facebook’s 2.2 bil-
lion users. People in the 
United States have come 
to realize the power of 
technology compa-
nies in their 
daily lives 

– and in politics. As a result, what 
they expect of those compa-

nies is changing. That’s why 
I believe, privacy protection 
must now become part of 
what has been called cor-
porate social responsibility.

To its credit, the massive 
social network has begun 

taking action. Zuckerberg 
has promised the company 

will apply the protections 
of the European Un-

ion’s General Data 
Protection Regu-
lation to all us-
ers around the 

world. It 
will also 
re q u i re 
p o l i t i -

cal ad-
v e r t i s e r s 

to provide 
a d d i t i o n a l 

transparency, 
as a new weap-

on in the report-
ed “arms race” Face-
book finds itself in with 
Russian propagandists. 

And the company is partnering 
with researchers to better under-
stand its role in elections.

But there are those in Congress 
and in Europe who don’t think Fa-
cebook has gone far enough yet. 
European Data Protection Super-
visor Giovanni Buttarelli, for ex-
ample, has suggested Facebook 
views its users as “experimental 
rats.”

In my view as a scholar of law 
and ethics in the technology in-
dustry, Facebook – and other 
leading tech firms such as Google 
and Twitter – should join nations 
around the world and declare that 
privacy and cybersecurity are hu-
man rights that must be respected.

It’s not enough to just connect 
more people

Zuckerberg himself has already 
embraced the idea that internet 
access is a human right. And his 
company is planning to “connect 
the next 5 billion people” who 
have yet to go online. That will, of 
course, also create plenty more Fa-
cebook users just as the company’s 
growth plateaus in the West.

Several countries – as varied 
as France, Finland, Costa Rica 
and Estonia – have also taken the 

stance that all people should have 
access to the internet. The former 
head of the UN’s global telecom-
munications regulator has said 
governments should “regard the 
internet as basic infrastructure – 
just like roads, waste and water.” 
Global public opinion seems to 
overwhelmingly agree.

It’s not enough, though, to rely 
on human rights law. The Inter-
national Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights already includes a 
right to privacy, as does the UN’s 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. But it’s not uncommon for 
countries to shirk their treaty re-
sponsibilities. And efforts to clari-
fy the right to privacy in the digital 
age have been contentious.

Facebook could take action: Its 
market power alone could make it 
a major advocate for privacy and 
cybersecurity around the world. 
The company could, for example, 
back efforts to modernize inter-
national privacy law. Facebook 
could also require its vendors and 
partners to provide world-class cy-
bersecurity protections for users 
and their information. It could, in 
short, lead a global race to the top 
and in the process promote cyber 
peace. In coordination with other 

technology companies, those ef-
forts would only be more likely to 
succeed.

Options for immediate action
In the short term, I suggest 

Facebook formally, and publicly, 
demonstrate that the company 
understands the enormous role it 
plays in global affairs. A good start 
would be for the company to fol-
low other industries’ examples by 
publicly disclosing its cybersecu-
rity and data privacy practices as 
part of its integrated corporate re-
port.

Another logical next step 
would be for Facebook to provide 
its users with a paid subscription 
option and thereby allow them to 
completely opt out of having their 
personal data packaged and sold 
for advertising. However, that cre-
ates a different ethical problem, 
because poorer people would not 
be able to afford to keep their data 
private and still use Facebook. The 
main way to address that prob-
lem is to flip the relationship and 
have Facebook pay people for 
their data. One economist esti-
mates the value could be as much 
as US$1,000 a year for the average 
social media user.

Proposed new laws could also 
help. The CONSENT Act, for exam-
ple, would require data-gathering 
social networks to get clear con-
sent from users before being able 
to “use, share, or sell any personal 
information.” The Federal Trade 
Commission would enforce those 
rules. Lawmakers could go farther 
still and let the FTC impose larg-
er fines for data breaches, make 
platforms liable for hosting illegal 
information, or even require com-
panies to establish ethical review 
boards similar to universities.

Richard Stolley, founding man-
aging editor of People Magazine, 
famously (and somewhat ironi-
cally) described privacy as “fragile 
merchandise.” This merchandise, 
which we have all entrusted to Fa-
cebook, once broken, is not easily 
fixed. Zuckerberg told Congress 
he understands this fact, and that 
his firm needs to rebuild users’ 
trust. If Facebook declared its sup-
port for both privacy and secu-
rity as inalienable human rights 
akin to internet access, that could 
help the company get started, be-
fore policymakers in the U.S. and 
around the world step up to have 
their say.

Escape the Echo Chamber

Facebook’s Social Responsibility Should Include Privacy Protection
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Pak prevents Sikh pilgrims from 
meeting Indian envoy; India protests

Jaitley takes oath as Rajya 
Sabha member for new term 

Congress must sack leader for 
statement on Kathua probe — BJP

Muslim personal laws 
under attack — AIMPLB

Army commanders to 
mull India’s combat 
edge over adversaries

Odisha’s apprehensions over 
15th Finance Commission 
baseless — Pradhan

Law minister may meet CJI to discuss govt.-judiciary differences

No question of Sidhu resigning 
over road rage case — Amarinder

Society must go beyond candlelight 
vigils for long-term change, say 
communication experts 

PTI

Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley with opposition leader Ghulam Nabi Azad after taking oath as a Rajya 
Sabha member for a new six-year term, at Parliament House in New Delhi on Sunday. 

Ravi Shankar Prasad

Amarinder Singh

New Delhi, April 15 (PTI): 
India today lodged a 
strong protest with Pa-
kistan over blocking of 
access of visiting Sikh pil-
grims to Indian diplomats 
in that country and even 
“compelling” the Indian 
envoy to return while on 
way to a prominent gu-
rudwara there.

The Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs (MEA) said a 
group of around 1800 Sikh 
pilgrims are on a visit to 
Pakistan from April 12 un-
der a bilateral agreement 
on facilitating visits to re-
ligious shrines.

In a statement, the 
MEA also said the Indian 
High Commissioner, who 
was to greet Indian pil-
grims on the occasion of 
Baisakhi, was compelled 
to return when he was en 
route to Gurdwara Panja 
Sahib yesterday.

The MEA called it an 
“inexplicable diplomatic 
discourtesy” by Pakistan, 
holding that these inci-
dents constitute a clear 
violation of the Vienna 
Convention on diplomatic 
relations.

“India has lodged a 

Ne w  De l h i , Ap r i l  1 5 
(IANS): Union Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley, re-
elected to the Rajya Sabha 
last month, on Sunday 
took oath for a new six-
year term.

“Took oath of office as 
Rajya Sabha member rep-
resenting Uttar Pradesh,” 
Jaitley tweeted, attach-
ing pictures of the oath-
taking ceremony held in 
Rajya Sabha Chairman M. 
Venkaiah Naidu’s chamber 

in Parliament House here.
U n i o n  M i n i s t e r s 

Ananth Kumar,  Ravi 
Shankar Prasad, Prakash 
Javadekar, Piyush Goyal, 
Hardeep S. Puri, Vijay Goel 
and Shiv Pratap Shukla 
were present. 

Leader of Opposition 
in the Upper House Ghu-
lam Nabi Azad and several 
senior BJP leaders, includ-
ing MPs Bhupender Yadav, 
Jagadambika Pal, Conrad 
Sangma and Karnataka’s 

former Chief Minister B.S. 
Yeddyurappa were also 
there. 

Jaitley was appoint-
ed Leader of the House 
on April 2 but could not 
take oath as a Rajya Sabha 
member for the fourth 
term earlier due to ill-
health. 

Suffering from a kidney 
problem, he was admitted 
to the All India Institute of 
Medical Sciences here on 
April 6. 

New Delhi, April 15 (PTI): Candlelight 
vigils provide people a way to vent 
their anger peacefully against heinous 
crimes such as rape, but the society 
must go beyond these symbolic pro-
tests for a sustained change, commu-
nication experts say.

Their remarks come as two dis-
turbing rape cases shook the nation 
recently. People came out on streets in 
Delhi and other parts of the country to 
demand justice for the victims.

In Jammu and Kashmir’s Kathua 
district, an eight-year-old girl was bru-
tally gangraped and killed in January. 
Her body was found a week after she 
disappeared from near her home and 
investigators say she was drugged and 
repeatedly raped before her killers 
crushed her head with stones.

In Unnao district of Uttar Pradesh, 
a 17-year-old girl was allegedly raped 
by a legislator of the ruling BJP in the 
state, when she had gone to meet him 
at his residence, seeking a job.

Her father died on April 9 in ju-
dicial custody with the post-mortem 
examination report suggesting seri-
ous injuries on his body.

Both the cases have raised serious 
questions over women’s safety. The 
Kathua case, particularly, reignited 
the memories of the ‘Nirbhaya’ case.

In December 2012, a 23-year-old 
female physiotherapy intern was 
gangraped and tortured by six men in 
a moving bus in a South Delhi neigh-
bourhood. She died two weeks after 
the incident at a hospital in Singapore, 
where she had been airlifted for emer-
gency treatment.

Then, too, people had come out 
on streets in massive numbers and 
organised candlelight vigils across 
the country.

“Crimes such as these make peo-
ple feel helpless. Candlelight vigils 
may not have much long-term effect, 
but what do people do. Such protests 

do at least help vent out their rage and 
demand a change,” Rajkumar Jha, 
consultant with a leading branding 
firm, said.

“But to achieve and sustain any 
societal change, we need to go beyond 
candlelight vigils and work seriously 
on bringing those changes,” Jha said 
at a symposium - Beyond the Present 
- hosted by Sri Aurobindo Centre for 
Arts and Communication in Delhi 
yesterday.

Vigils do sort of help people 
achieve catharsis in hours of great 
emotional turmoil, he added.

A leading communication expert, 
Jha has worked on campaigns target-
ed at the rural community on diverse 
subjects such as sanitation, safe water, 
pulse polio and HIV awareness.

“Candlelight vigils do manifest the 
rage of people. But to take that for-
ward towards bringing social change, 
we need to look beyond symbolic 
protests and work on bringing actual 
societal change on a long-term basis,” 
another communication expert, who 
attended the event but did not wish to 
be named, said.

“Candlelight vigils took place 
in the aftermath of Nirbhaya too, 
right. But, we still see such harrowing 
cases,” she said.

Candlelight marches at Jantar 
Mantar, Parliament Street, India Gate 
and Munirka in Delhi had become 
the defining images of the protests 
following the December 2012 ‘Nirb-
haya’ case.

Jha said candlelight vigils at least 
help people in organising themselves 
for a common cause. “Bringing peo-
ple together for a noble aim is not 
easy,” he said.

Film and theatre personality Avijit 
Dutt expounded on the role theatre 
can play in bringing societal and 
behavioural change by “apealing to 
core human values within us”.

strong protest with Paki-
stan over a block of ac-
cess for visiting pilgrims 
to Indian diplomats and 
consular teams,” it said in 
a statement.

The fresh incidents 
came, over two weeks after 
India and Pakistan agreed 
to resolve matters related 
to treatment of diplomats 
after envoys of the two 
countries made claims 
and counter-claims about 
harassment of each other’s 

diplomats.
The MEA said the Indi-

an High Commissioner to 
Pakistan, who was to visit 
Gurdwara Panja Sahib at 
the invitation of the Chair-
man of the Evacuee Trust 
Property Board (ETPB), 
was suddenly asked to 
return while en route the 
shrine yesterday, for un-
specified ‘security’ rea-
sons.

It said the High Com-
missioner, who was to 

greet Indian pilgrims on 
the occasion of Baisakhi, 
was thus compelled to 
return without meeting 
Indian citizens.

“India has lodged a 
strong protest with Paki-
stan against this inexplica-
ble diplomatic discourte-
sy, pointing out that these 
incidents constitute a clear 
violation of the Vienna 
Convention of 1961, the 
bilateral Protocol to visit 
Religious Shrines, 1974 

and the Code of Conduct 
(for the treatment of diplo-
matic/consular personnel 
in India and Pakistan) of 
1992, recently reaffirmed 
by both countries,” the 
MEA said.

On not allowing the 
pilgrims to meet Indian 
diplomats, it said a stand-
ard practice has been that 
the Indian High Commis-
sion’s consular/protocol 
team is attached with vis-
iting pilgrims, to perform 
consular and protocol 
duties, like helping out 
in medical or family emer-
gencies.

“However, this year, 
the consular team has 
been denied access to In-
dian Sikh pilgrims. 

The team could not 
meet the pilgrims on their 
arrival at Wagah Railway 
Station on April 12. Simi-
larly, it was denied en-
try into Gurdwara Panja 
Sahib on April 14, for a 
scheduled meeting with 
pilgrims there. The High 
Commission was thus 
prevented from perform-
ing basic consular and 
protocol duties for Indian 
citizens,” it said.

New Delhi , Apr i l  15 
(IANS): The BJP on Sun-
day asked Congress Presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi to sack 
his party’s Jammu and 
Kashmir President Ghu-
lam Ahmed Mir for saying 
that the investigation in 
the rape and murder of a 
young girl in Kathua was 
motivated.

Addressing the media 
here, Union Minister Pra-
kash Javadekar said: “Mir 
had made a statement that 
the local population thinks 
that the culprits in the 
Kathua rape case are still 
out and the investigation 
is motivated and they are 
trying to dilute the case.” 

Javadekar showed a 
video of Mir to reporters 
in which he was heard 
saying: “Somewhere or 
the other, someone is be-
ing protected and hands 

are being waved here and 
there. Local population 
believe that investigation 
is motivated, the real cul-
prit is being let go and 
they’re trying to fulfil their 
political criteria.”

The Union Minister 
questioned Gandhi: “We 
want to ask Rahulji, our 
two ministers had re-
signed for joining the ral-
lies in support of the rape 
accused. So when will he 
sack his own leader?”

BJP ministers Choud-
hary Lal Singh and Chand-
er Prakash Ganga resigned 
on Friday following out-
rage after they attended 
rallies to support the rape 
accused.

Taking a jibe at the 
Congress President, Java-
dekar said, “Rahulji had 
led a candlelight march 
at night but why don’t he 

take action against his own 
leader? “Raising fingers at 
the leaders of other parties 
and protecting their own 
leader is the character of 
the Congress.”

The BJP leader also 
questioned why Gandhi 
did not take out any march 
after the 2012 Nirbhaya 
gang rape. “Why was he 
silent on the atrocities on 
Dalits and women in an 
inter-caste violence in 
Mirchpur village of Harya-
na during Congress rule?”

He said that the Con-
gress was trying to defame 
the BJP. 

“The Congress had 
done nothing in 10 years 
when it was in power. They 
are trying to defame the 
BJP. They can’t compete 
with us in election, so they 
are using these tricks,” he 
said.

Patna, April 15 (IANS): The 
All India Muslim Personal 
Law Board’s General Sec-
retary Maulana Wali Rah-
mani on Sunday said that 
Muslim personal laws were 
under attack since the BJP-
led NDA government came 
to power.

Rahmani, while ad-
dressing a large gathering 
of Muslims at a “Din Bach-
ao Desh Bachao”(Save 
religion, save country)” 
rally at Gandhi Maidan 
here, warned that Mus-
lims would not tolerate 
any more attacks on their 
personal laws and would 
continue to protest against 
it.

Rahmani, who is also 
the head of the Imarat-
e-Sharia, an influential 
Muslim body from Bihar, 
Jharkhand and Odisha, 
said: “We waited for four 

years, expecting that BJP 
would learn to run the na-
tion as per the constitution. 
But we were wrong, take for 
instance Muslim personal 
laws which are under at-
tack. He told the gathering 
that if they did not wake up 
now, “there will not be suf-
ficient room and chance to 
perform later”.

“There are numerous 
issues on RSS’ agenda 
which this government 
will attempt to execute. 
Following triple talaq, it will 
be Uniform Civil Code and 
also ban on Azaan through 
loudspeakers. There is a 
long list,” he said.

The rally was jointly 
organised by the Imarat-e-
Sharia and AIMPLB.

They said that the cen-
tral government was trying 
to tamper with “Sharia” 
(Islamic Laws).

New Delhi, April 15 (IANS): The 
biannual Army Commanders 
Conference commencing here 
on Monday is set to deliberate 
on enhancing the Indian Armys 
“combat edge” over potential 
adversaries, particularly China, 
apart from issues pertaining 
to Army formations and future 
security threats, officials said on 
Sunday.

The six-day conference 
chaired by Army chief General 
Bipin Rawat will be attended by 
the Army top brass. Union Min-
ister of State for Defence Sub-
hash Bhamre will deliver the 
opening address. 

According to informed 
sources, the focus of discussion 
will be on increasing the Army’s 
operational preparedness along 
the nearly 4,000 km India-China 
border. 

India has admitted in the 
past that the situation in the 
Doklam sector on the India-
China-Bhutan trijunction was 
“sensitive” and has the “potential 
to escalate” after last year’s 73-
day standoff with China.

Army Public Relations Of-

ficer Colonel Aman Anand said: 
“Important issues likely to be 
discussed are management 
of the extant security dynam-
ics, mitigation of future secu-
rity threats and enhancement 
of combat edge over potential 
adversaries.” 

He said that other issues like 
infrastructure development for 
capacity enhancement along 
the northern borders, review 
of strategic railway lines, opti-
misation of limited budget to 
ensure making up of critical 
deficiency in ammunition and 
issues related to Border Roads 
Organisation projects are also 
on the agenda. 

“Ex-Servicemen Contributo-
ry Health Scheme, as also other 
matters relevant to operations, 
administration and welfare of 
troops will be discussed in detail 
for planning and execution,” he 
said.

The conference is held to 
take important policy decisions 
through collegiate deliberations. 
It is an important event for plan-
ning and execution process of 
the Army.

Bhubaneswar, April 15 (IANS): Union Petro-
leum Minister Dharmendra Pradhan on Sun-
day said Odisha should not be apprehensive 
of the performance-oriented parameters set 
by the 15th Finance Commission.

Pradhan said states performing better in 
achieving population stabilisation will get 
more benefits from the 15th Finance Com-
mission (FC). Pradhan clarified that there will 
be no cut in the allocation to Odisha.

Odisha joined its southern counterparts 
in opposing the mandate of the ToR of the 
15th Finance Commission.

Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik 
recently wrote to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi alleging that the terms of reference of 
the finance commission departed signifi-
cantly from the past commissions.

He requested the Prime Minister to en-
sure that the commission uses the popula-
tion data of the 1971 census instead of that 
of 2011 while making its recommendations.

“Instead of giving freedom to the com-
mission to arrive at its recommendations 
on resource sharing between the centre and 
the states based on the respective needs and 
after due consultations, there are leading 
suggestions in the ToR indicating the over-
riding priorities and concerns of the Union 
government,” he said.

Patnaik said that the ToR of the 15th Fi-
nance Commission would adversely affect 
states like Odisha.

New Delhi, April 15 (PTI): 
Amid growing differences 
between the government 
and the judiciary over a 
host of issues, law minis-
ter Ravi Shankar Prasad is 
likely to meet Chief Justice 
of India Dipak Misra later 
this month.

Sources in the govern-
ment said the Department 
of Justice in the law minis-
try has prepared a note for 
the minister on pending 
issues to be raised at the 
proposed meeting.

A law ministry official 
said the two can meet to 
discuss various issues and 
that the meeting should 
not be hyped. “There are 
various channels for them 

Chandigarh, April 15 (PTI): 
With opposition mounting 
attack on Punjab Minister 
Navjot Singh Sidhu in con-
nection with a 30-year-old 
road rage case, Chief Min-
ister Amarinder Singh to-
day scotched speculation 
that the Congress leader 
would be resigning from 
the state cabinet.

The Chief Minister said 
there was no question of 
asking Sidhu, the Tourism, 
Culture and Local Govern-
ment minister, to quit.

Last week, the state 

government in the Su-
preme Court had favoured 
the Punjab and Haryana 
High Court verdict convict-
ing and awarding a three-
year jail term to Sidhu in 
the 1988 case. Gurnam 
Singh, a Patiala resident, 
had died after he was given 
fist blow by Sidhu.

Amarinder pointed out 
that the apex court had 
stayed Sidhu’s conviction 
in 2007 and was yet to pro-
nounce its final verdict on 
his petition challenging the 
high court order.

to communicate. If there 
is a meeting, there is noth-
ing unusual about it, “ said 
the official. The elevation 
of justice KM Joseph and 
senior SC lawyer Indu 
Malhotra to the top court 
bench, the controversy 

surrounding alleged sexual 
harassment charge against 
a Karnataka district judge 
recommended for eleva-
tion to high court are some 
of the issues which may 
come up at the meeting.

The date of the pro-

posed meeting was not 
immediately known.

The delay in finalis-
ing the Memorandum of 
Procedure, which guides 
transfer and elevation of 
HC and SC judges, may 
also come up for discus-
sion.

Irked over the govern-
ment’s delay in clearing 
the Collegium’s recom-
mendation to elevate a 
judge and a senior woman 
advocate to the apex court, 
Justice Kurian Joseph wrote 
a letter to the Chief Justice 
of India contending the 
“very life and existence” of 
the institution was “under 
threat” and a “surgical in-
tervention” was required.

Earlier, Justice Chela-
meswar, the senior-most 
judge after the CJI had 
cautioned that “the bon-
homie between the judici-
ary and the government in 
any state sounds the death 
knell to democracy”.

The unprecedent letter, 
copies of which were also 
sent to 22 other apex court 
judges, has questioned the 
probe initiated by the Kar-
nataka High Court Chief 
Justice Dinesh Maheshwari 
against District and Ses-
sions Judge Krishna Bhat 
at the instance of Union 
Ministry of Law and Justice, 
despite his name being rec-
ommended for elevation 
twice by the Collegium.

The question of the 
minister resigning, merely 
because the state govern-
ment had repeated its 
stand of 30-years in the 
case before the Supreme 
Court, did not arise, he 
added.

The categorical clarifi-
cation from the Chief Min-
ister came amid reports 
suggesting that Sidhu had 
been asked to resign, and 
also in the wake of the de-
mand from the opposition 
that he should step down.

However, the Chief 
Minister once again ex-
pressed the hope “that the 
judge would take cogni-
zance of Sidhu’s contribu-
tion to the society and the 
country in deciding the 
case.” 

Reacting to reports sug-
gesting that the govern-
ment had deliberately not 
supported the minister in 
the apex court, the Chief 
Minister stressed that un-
less the prosecution re-
ceived new inputs, it was 
not legally possible for it 
to add a new element to its 

arguments.
“Taking a U-turn from 

the stand taken by the gov-
ernment in the trial and 
high courts was not an op-
tion for the government,” 
he added.

In September 1999, 
a trial court had acquit-
ted Sidhu of the murder 
charge. However, the High 
Court reversed the ver-
dict and held him and co-
accused Rupinder Singh 
Sandhu guilty of culpable 
homicide not amounting 
to murder in December, 
2006. The high court sen-
tenced them to three-year 
imprisonment and im-
posed a fine of Rs 1 lakh 
each on the convicts.

After the Punjab gov-
ernment favoured a court 
verdict convicting Sidhu 
in the road rage case, the 
minister had tried to put 
on a brave face, saying he 
was ready to carry “any 
burden” that he may have 
to because of his own gov-
ernment’s stance, even as 
Opposition demanded he 
quit the Cabinet.



United Nations, April 15 (PTI/AP): The UN 
Security Council overwhelmingly rejected 
a Russian resolution calling for condemna-
tion of “aggression” by the United States, 
United Kingdom and France against Syria 
today, a vote reflecting support for the 
allied air strikes on Syrian chemical sites.

But the vote at the end of an emer-
gency meeting called by Russia also dem-
onstrated again the paralysis of the UN’s 
most powerful body in dealing with Syria’s 
seven-year conflict.

Russia’s demand for condemnation 
and an immediate halt to “aggression” 
and “any further use of force” by the three 
Western allies got support from only two 
other countries on the 15-member Secu-
rity Council China and Bolivia.

By contrast, eight countries voted 
against the Russian draft the US, UK, 
France, Netherlands, Sweden, Kuwait, 
Poland and Ivory Coast. Four countries 
abstained Ethiopia, Kazakhstan, Equato-
rial Guinea and Peru.

At the meeting, the fifth in a week on 
chemical weapons in Syria, Russia and 
its supporters again clashed with the US 
and its allies over a suspected poison gas 
attack on April 7 in the Damascus suburb 
of Douma.

The US, UK and France said they 
launched air strikes against Syrian chemi-
cal sites after obtaining evidence that a 
chemical weapon was used by President 
Bashar Assad’s government. Russia and its 
ally Syria called the attack fabricated and 
said no evidence of chemical weapons use 
exists in Douma.

US Ambassador Nikki Haley told the 
council “there is clear information demon-
strating Assad’s culpability.” And she said 
President Donald Trump told her Saturday 
morning that if the Syrian regime uses 
poisonous gas again “the United States is 
locked and loaded” to strike again.

“When our president draws a red line, 
our president enforces the red line,” Haley 
stressed. “The United States of America 
will not allow the Assad regime to continue 
using chemical weapons.” France’s UN 
Ambassador Francois Delattre said the 
result of the vote sends “a clear message” 
that Security Council members recognised 
the need for the air strikes, and “their pro-

portional and targeted nature.” 
“And what’s most important is no one 

contests that the use of chemical weapons 
cannot be tolerated and must be deterred,” 
he said. “That is essential.” 

Russia’s UN Ambassador Vassily 
Nebenzia said the meeting confirmed that 
the US and its allies “continue to put in-
ternational politics and diplomacy in the 
realm of myth-making myths invented in 
London, Paris and Washington.” 

“We put facts contrary to your myths,” 
he said. “If we continue on this path, we 
will soon reach the diplomacy of the ab-
surd.” Russia and Syria also clashed with 
the three Western allies over the legality 
of the air strikes and responsibility for the 
Security Council’s paralysis.

Britain’s UN Ambassador Karen Pierce 
blamed Russia for repeatedly vetoing reso-
lutions on the use of chemical weapons in 
Syria and said the UK took military action 
“to save lives,” on the legal basis of “hu-
manitarian intervention.” Britain believes 
“that is wholly within the principles and 
practices of the United Nations,” she said.

Russia’s Nebenzia called it “a very sad 
day for the world, for the UN, for its Char-
ter which was blatantly, blatantly violated, 
and for the Security Council which has 
shirked its responsibilities.” “I would like 
to believe that we will not see a day that is 
worse than today,” he said.

Looking ahead, Delattre said France, 
Britain and the United States will soon 
be presenting the Security Council with a 
new draft resolution aimed at achieving a 
lasting solution to the Syrian conflict that 
addresses political, chemical and humani-
tarian issues.

A draft resolution circulated by the 
three countries and obtained late Saturday 
by The Associated Press would condemn 
all use of chemical weapons, especially the 
April 7 attack in Douma.

It seeks answers from Syria on gaps 
in its chemical weapons declaration to 
the Organisation for the Prohibition of 
Chemical Weapons. And it would establish 
a new body to determine responsibility 
for chemical attacks, call for a cease-fire in 
Syria, unimpeded access for all humani-
tarian aid, and an urgent resumption of 
negotiations on a political settlement. 

Karachi, April 15 (PTI): At least two peo-
ple were killed and five others wounded 
when unidentified men opened fire on 
worshippers exiting a church after the 
Sunday service in Quetta, media reports 
said today.

The bike-borne assailants today tar-
geted the church in Essa Nagri area of the 
city, Express Tribune reported.

Two people were killed in the attack, 
police said, adding the injured have been 
hospitalised.

After the attack, the community 
members with dead bodies staged a pro-
test demonstration and blocked roads 
disrupting traffic, alleging government’s 

“failure” to end attacks on Christians, ac-
cording to the report.

Meanwhile, Balochistan Home Min-
ister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti condemned the 
attack and expressed sorrow over the loss 
of lives.

The minister also assured action 
against the culprits, it said.

The attack comes two weeks after 
four members of a Christian family were 
gunned down in Quetta a day after the 
community celebrated Easter on April 1.

In December last year, nine people 
were killed and over 40 injured in twin 
suicide bombings on another Church in 
Quetta.

Dhahran (Saudi Arabia), 
April 15 (IANS): The 29th 
Arab League (AL) Summit 
kicked off in Saudi Arabia’s 
eastern city of Dhahran on 
Sunday, with leaders from 
22 member states attend-
ing it. 

The summit will fo-
cus on Palestinian-Israeli 
conflicts, the Syrian crisis 
especially after an alleged 
chemical attack and the 
US-led airstrikes, Yemen’s 
civil war, as well as fighting 
against terrorism, Xinhua 
news agency reported.

UN Secretary Gener-
al Antonio Guterres, AL 
Secretary General Ahmed 
Aboul-Gheit and Chair-
man of the African Union 
Commission Moussa Faki 
and High Representative 
of the European Union for 
Foreign Affairs and Secu-
rity Policy Federica Mogh-
erini are also participating 
in the one-day summit.

Saudi King Salman bin 
Abdulaziz Al Saud referred 

to the Palestinian issue as 
the top agenda of the Arab 
meeting.

“The Palestinian case 
is our priority and will re-
main so until all the Pales-
tinians gain their rights,” 
he said, stressing that East 
Jerusalem is the capital of 
Palestine.

The king also de-
nounced Iran’s interfer-
ence in other states’ inter-
nal affairs by committing 
“terror acts”, calling for the 
unity of the Arab world 
against it.

AL Secretary General 
Ahmed Aboul-Gheit noted 
that the crises gripping the 
Middle East will further 
deteriorate and weaken 
the entire region if not 
harnessed.

He believed there has 
been a huge setback in 
the process of solving the 
Palestinian-Israeli conflict 
after US President Donald 
Trump’s announcement.

On December 6, 2017, 

Trump announced his of-
ficial recognition of Jerusa-
lem as Israel’s capital and 
instructed the relocation 
of the US Embassy from 
Tel Aviv to the disputed 
holy city, which promptly 
triggered fury and con-
demnation throughout 
the Arab world.

The situation has be-
come even worse since the 
beginning of the six-week 
“Great March of Return” 
rally by Palestinians on 
March 30, where 32 Pal-
estinians have been killed 
and more than 3,000 in-
jured in clashes with Israeli 
soldiers in the Gaza border 
areas.

“So it is important to 
support Palestinians and 
(Palestinian President) 
Abbas,” Aboul-Gheit said.  
The AL chief also slammed 
Iran for its support for the 
Shiite Houthi rebels in 
Yemen, saying the Arab 
states should unite with 
Saudi Arabia against Iran.

London, April 15 (PTI): A British 
historian wants the skull of an Indian 
soldier who was among those ex-
ecuted after the revolt of 1857 against 
the East India Company to be repat-
riated to India and buried where he 
participated in his last battle.

Dr Kim Wagner, Senior Lecturer 
in British Imperial History at Queen 
Mary College in London, believes the 
time is right for Havildar Alum Bheg 
a principle leader of the revolt, which 
the British characterise as a sepoy 
mutiny, to be buried in his country 
of birth.

His skull had been brought to 
England by Captain A R Costello, 
who was on duty when Alum Bheg 
was executed after the revolt in India. 
It was discovered years later in a pub 

in the eastern English coastal town of 
Walmer in Kent.

“His regiment was originally 
raised at Kanpur, but my suggestion 
would be for his skull to be buried 
near the Ravi River, at the border be-
tween India and Pakistan, where we 
know Alum Bheg participated in the 
Battle of Trimmu Ghat,” said Wag-
ner, the author of ‘The Skull of Alum 
Bheg: The Life and Death of a Rebel 
of 1857’, which was released recently.

“I don’t perceive of the repatria-
tion of Alum Bheg’s skull as a political 
PR exercise. My focus is simply on 
returning the remains of Alum Bheg 
to what was once his homeland so 
that he can be put to rest 160 years 
after he died,” he adds.

The historian has triggered “ten-

tative discussions” on the issue with 
diplomats in India and the UK, but 
acknowledges that these things take 
time and does not expect a resolu-
tion in the immediate future.

His journey to researching and 
writing the book on the 1857 revolt 
around the story of Bheg’s tragic kill-
ing began in 2014 when he was con-
tacted by the family who had come 
into possession of the skull.

In 1963, the new owner of The 
Lord Clyde pub discovered the skull 
stowed away in a small storeroom. 
Inserted in the eye-socket was a 
handwritten note that briefly out-
lined the skull’s history. The note 
revealed that the skull belonged to 
an Indian soldier in the service of the 
East India Company named Alum 

Bheg, who was accused of mur-
dering an entire family of Scottish 
missionaries. He was captured and 
executed by being blown from a can-
non. Capt. Costello, an Irish officer 
serving with the East India Company, 
brought it back to England as a kind 
of war trophy but how it eventually 
ended up in the pub in the coastal 
town of Deal remains unknown.

“My research revealed several 
surprising discoveries, not least 
of which was that Alum Bheg was 
most likely innocent of the crimes 
for which he was executed,” said 
Wagner.

“What happened to the skull of 
one sepoy offers a disturbing narra-
tive of life and death in British India 
that speaks directly to contemporary 

debates about the legacies of the 
Empire as well as the darker side of 
conflict, past and present,” he said.

In a post-Brexit era of “swelling 
imperial nostalgia and revisionism”, 
the academic feels that given Bheg’s 
innocence, his remains deserve a 
final resting place in his homeland.

According to the note found 
inside his skull, Bheg was about 32 
years of age, 5 feet 7 and a half inches 
high, belonged to the 46th Bengal 
Infantry Regiment and was “by no 
means an ill looking native”.

The British High Commission in 
New Delhi, the Royal Asiatic Society 
and some non-governmental organ-
isations in India are now reportedly 
in talks to find a way of returning the 
“native” to his homeland.

Nay Pyi Taw, April 15 
(IANS): Myanmar authori-
ties announced on Sunday 
it has repatriated the first 
family of Rohingya refugees 
who fled to Bangladesh, 
despite a UN warning that 
it is not safe to return.

Some 700,000 Ro-
hingya fled Rakhine state 
to escape a brutal military 

campaign that began last 
August, reports the BBC.

The authorities said 
that five members of a 
“Muslim” family arrived at 
a “repatriation camp” on 
Saturday, and were pro-
vided with supplies and 
National Verification Cards.

The state does not use 
the word Rohingya. The 

card is a form of ID that 
does not grant citizenship, 
and has been rejected by 
Rohingya leaders in the 
Bangladesh camps.

On Saturday, just a 
day before Myanmar’s an-
nouncement of the Ro-
hingya family’s arrival, the 
UN refugee agency warned 
that conditions in Myan-

mar were “not yet condu-
cive for returns to be safe, 
dignified, and sustainable”, 
the BBC reported.

But the UN insists it 
Myanmar’s responsibility 
to the Rohingya goes be-
yond “the preparation of 
physical infrastructure to 
facilitate logistical arrange-
ments”.

Beijing, April 15 (PTI): A mentally ill 
passenger today tried to hold a flight 
attendant hostage using a fountain 
pen as a weapon, forcing an Air China 
flight bound for Beijing to make an 
unscheduled landing.

Air China Flight 1350 from 
Changsha to Beijing was diverted to 
Zhengzhou after a crew member was 

held hostage by the male passenger.
The Civil Aviation Administration 

of China (CAAC) said the man used 
a pen to threaten the crew member.

The flight took off from Chang-
sha, the capital of southern Hunan 
province, at 8:40am (local time) and 
was scheduled to arrive at Beijing 
Capital International Airport at about 

11:00am. But it made the unsched-
uled landing at Zhengzhou Xinzheng 
International Airport, in central 
Henan province, at 9:58am, accord-
ing to Henan Airport Group.

“The incident was successfully 
dealt with at 1:17 p.m. and passen-
gers and crew members are safe,” the 
CAAC said.

Pyongyang, April 15 (PTI/AP): 
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un 
has met with a high-ranking Chi-
nese diplomat in Pyongyang, amid 
a flurry of diplomacy following 
Kim’s recent surprise visit to Beijing.

Song Tao, who heads the ruling 
Communist Party’s International 
Department, led an art troupe to 
Pyongyang to attend an arts festival, 
according to China’s Foreign Min-
istry. Kim made an unannounced 
trip to Beijing last month ahead of 
potentially breakthrough meetings 
with South Korean President Moon 
Jae-in and U.S. President Donald 
Trump.

Kim’s trip, during which he met 
with Chinese President Xi Jinping, 
was considered an attempt to re-
pair traditionally warm ties with 

China that have deteriorated over 
North Korea’s development of bal-
listic missile and nuclear weapons 
technology and China’s enforce-
ment of United Nations economic 
sanctions.

Kim said during his meeting 
with Song on Saturday that he and 
Xi “reached important consensus” 
in Beijing, according to China’s of-
ficial Xinhua News Agency.

Song agreed that the two leaders 
had reached consensus, and said 
China is willing to work with North 
Korea to safeguard peace on the 
Korean Peninsula, Xinhua reported.  
Kim is scheduled to meet with 
Moon on April 27 in the Demilita-
rized Zone that divides the Koreas. 
He is expected to meet with Trump 
in May or June.

Lahore, April 15 (PTI): In a shocking 
incident, a sixth grade student lost 
his life while playing innocuous ‘face-
slapping’ at his school in Pakistan’s 
Punjab province, media reports said.

During break time, Bilal and 
Aamir chose to play Thapar Kabaddi 
(face-slapping) at Government High 
School Mian Channu when Bilal was 
severely struck near his neck, the 
Express Tribune reported.

During the game, students and 
teachers also gathered in the ground 
to watch the fight, it said.

The incident happened earlier 
this month but its video surfaced 
yesterday.

As the game begun, both of them 
started to slap each other as hard 
as they could. The event took an 
ugly turn, when Bilal unable to bear 
Aamir’s slaps lost his conscious and 
fell on the ground.

Nobody came to his aid and 
shifted him to the nearby hospital 
while the rescue team also arrived 
late after a delay of half an hour, the 
report said.

The incident points towards 
grave negligence on the part of 
police, school administration and 
parents of the victim.

Sources said that the school 
administration failed to take Bilal to 
hospital for medical treatment im-
mediately after the incident and are 
equally responsible as the local po-
lice for not carrying out post-mortem 
of the body, it said.

Thappar Kabaddi, also known as 
Chanta Kabaddi, is a famous sport in 
many cities of Punjab.

United Nations, April 15 
(PTI/AFP): The United 
States, France and Brit-
ain today launched a new 
bid at the United Nations 
to investigate chemical 
weapons attacks in Syria, 
just hours after firing mili-
tary strikes against Syrian 
targets.

The three allies circu-
lated a joint draft reso-
lution at the Security 
Council that also calls for 
unimpeded deliveries of 
humanitarian aid, enforc-
ing a ceasefire and de-
mands that Syria engage 
in UN-led peace talks, 
according to the text ob-
tained by AFP.

The move signalled the 
West’s resolve to return 
to diplomacy after a one-
night military operation 
that hit sites Western of-
ficials said were linked to 
Syria’s chemical weapons 
program.

Among the conten-
tious proposals, the draft 
resolution would establish 
an independent inves-
tigation of allegations of 
chemical attacks in Syria 
with the aim of identifying 
the perpetrators.

Russia in November 
used its veto three times 
to bury a previous UN-led 
inquiry which found that 
Syrian forces had used 

sarin in the attack on Khan 
Sheikhun in April last year.

The measure would in-
struct the Organisation for 
the Prohibition of Chemi-
cal Weapons (OPCW) to 
report within 30 days on 
whether Syria has fully dis-
closed its chemical weap-
ons stockpile.

The West has accused 
Syria of failing to live up to 
its commitment to scrap 
its chemical weapons 
program, under a deal 
reached between the Unit-
ed States and Russia.

The Security Council 
held an emergency meet-
ing earlier at the request 
of Russia, which failed in 
a bid to condemn the air 
strikes.

Only China and Bolivia 
voted alongside Russia 
in favour of its draft reso-
lution condemning the 
military action, while eight 
countries opposed it. Four 
countries abstained.

Addressing the coun-
cil, US Ambassador Nikki 
Haley said the United 
States was confident that 
the military strikes had 
crippled Syria’s chemical 
weapons program. 

Haley warned that the 
United States was “locked 
and loaded” if any new 
chemical attack was car-
ried out in Syria. 

D a m a s c u s , Ap r i l  1 5 
(IANS): Syrian President 
Bashar al-Assad on Sun-
day said that the US-led 
missile strike on Syria was 
coupled with a campaign 
of lies at the UN Security 
Council, according to the 
state news agency SANA.

The tripartite strike on 
Syria, the campaign of 
lies and misdirection at 
the UN Security Council 
against Syria and Russia 
proved that both coun-
tries were fighting not only 
against terrorism but also 
breach of the international 
law based on the respect of 
the countries’ sovereignty, 

Assad said. 
His remarks came dur-

ing his meeting with a del-
egation from the Russian 
Federation in Damascus, 
Xinhua news agency re-
ported.

Members of the del-
egation slammed the 
US-led strike as a clear 
violation of internation-
al accords, adding that 
the attack came at a time 
when the Syrians were 
working to restore stability 
and rebuild what was de-
stroyed by terrorist groups. 

They also affirmed that 
Russia would remain firm 
in its support for Syria.
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AP/PTI

A man comforts a Christian woman who lost her husband in a deadly shooting incident, outside a hospital 
in Quetta, Pakistan, Sunday, April 15, 2018. Pakistani police say gunmen opened fire on worshippers com-
ing out of a church in the southwestern city of Quetta, killing several people and wounding five others. 

AP/PTI

Protesters burn representations of  U.S. flags as they wave Iraqi and Syrian flags during a protest against 
the U.S.-led missile attack on Syria, in Tahrir Square, Baghdad, Iraq, Sunday, April 15, 2018. 

UN rejects Russian attempt to 
condemn US aggression in Syria

Two killed, five injured in attack 
on church in Pak’s Quetta

Arab League summit kicks off; 
focus on Jerusalem, Syrian crisis

UK historian wants 1857 revolt soldier’s skull buried in India

First Rohingya family returns to Myanmar

Man tries to hijack plane in China using fountain pen

Kim Jong Un meets high-ranking 
Chinese diplomat in Pyongyang

Student dies 
during slap fight 
game in Pakistan

US, France, Britain launch 
new UN bid for Syria 
chemical weapons probe

Assad says US-led missile 
strike coupled with lies
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Dharmendra to receive Raj Kapoor 
Lifetime Achievement award

Dr Brian May signs up for Space Rocks

Bon Jovi reunites for performance

Swara blasts troll for shaming Kareena

Sheeran denies he’s building railing outside home

Marvel doesn’t want a repeat of what’s worked well — Downey Jr

Zayn Malik claims he could be an Oscar-winning actor
Singer Zayn Malik feels he can be an Oscar-winning actor. He claims so after he 
shot a mini-film for his new single “Let Me”, which saw him foray into character 
portrayal. “I’d be interested in doing some acting. It’s always been something 
that I liked doing, even when I was growing up. I did a few school perform-
ances,” Malik told Manchester radio station Key 103, reports mirror.co.uk. “I’m 
not saying that I’m an Oscar-level actor right now, but I’m sure I can go to a few 
classes and learn things and pick it up,” he added. His comments have come 
after his former One Direction band member Harry Styles made a critically-
acclaimed acting debut in smash-hit movie” Dunkirk”. Styles won praise for his 
performance in Christopher Nolan’s epic drama. (IANS)

2 pm, 8 pm: October (Hindi)

11 am, 5 pm: Baaghi 2 (Hindi)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

Birthday 
Greetings
Dear Kevitho 
Nightwing..

Wishing you lots 
of happiness on this 
special day of yours.

May you continue 
to be a blessing and 
inspiration for every-
one around you...

Happy Birthday..

Azo Wetsah and 
Ardo....

V
eteran actor Dhar-
mendra and filmmak-
er Rajkumar Hirani 
will be conferred with 
the prestigious Raj Ka-

poor Lifetime Achievement and 
Raj Kapoor Special Contribution 
awards, respectively, Maharash-
tra culture minister Vinod Tawde 
announced here today.

Veteran Marathi actor Vijay 
Chavhan will receive the V Shan-
taram Lifetime Achievement 
award, while actor-direc-
tor Mrinal Kulkarni has 
been named for V Shanta-
ram Special Contribution 
awards.

“Delighted to an-
nounce veteran actor 
Dharmendra ji as the 
recipient of Maharashtra 
State’s Raj Kapoor Lifetime 
Achievement Award and 
director Rajkumar Hirani 
on being selected for the 
Raj Kapoor Special Con-
tributions Award. Con-
gratulations (sic),” Tawde 
tweeted.

Dharmendra, 82, 
who earned himself the 
sobriquet of “He-Man” 

after he starred in a number of 
action films and has movies such 
as “Sholay”, “Chupke Chupke”, 
“Yaadon Ki Baaraat”, “Satyakam” 
and “Seeta Aur Geeta” to his 
credit.

Hirani is regarded as one of 
the most celebrated filmmak-
ers of Hindi cinema, having 
made critically-acclaimed and 
commercially-successful films 
such as “Munna Bhai MBBS”, “3 
Idiots” and “PK”.

He is currently gearing up 
for the release of biopic on actor 
Sanjay Dutt, with whom he has 
collaborated on a number of 
projects.

“Congratulations to veteran 
actor Vijay Chavhan and actress-
director Mrinal Kulkarni on be-
ing announced as the recipients 
of the prestigious Chitrapati V 
Shantaram Jivangaurav Puraskar 
and Chitrapati V Shantaram 
Vishesh Yogdaan Puraskar re-

spectively (sic),” Tawde tweeted.
Chavhan, who is a well-

known Marathi stage actor, has 
appeared in many Marathi films 
as well as on television. He is 
best known for the his role of 
Mavshi in the famous Marathi 
stage drama “Moruchi Mavshi”. 
He has also worked in Hindi 
films.

Kulkarni has worked, both in 
films and TV, and is best known 
for featuring in the television 

show “Son Pari”. She also 
directed “Prem Mhanje 
Prem Mhanje Prem 
Asta” and the Marathi 
historical drama “Rama 
Madhav”.

Both the lifetime 
achievement awards 
carry a citation and cash 
reward of Rs 5,00,000, 
while the special con-
tribution awards carry a 
citation and Rs 3,00,000 
cash prize each.

The state govern-
ment-instituted awards 
will be given away at the 
55th Maharashtra State 
Marathi Film Festival.

PTI

A
ctor Robert Downey 
Jr, best known for 
playing superhero 
Iron Man since 2008, 
says the creative team 

of Marvel Studios doesn’t believe 
in repeating what has worked 
well in the past movies.

“I read in some magazine 
that the number one fan-voted 
moment was the airport fight 
in ‘Captain America: Civil War’ 
because there are so many su-
perheroes at once. And now that 
the universe has expanded even 
more... 

“But one thing that the crea-
tives (of Marvel Studios) don’t 
want to do is do a bigger repeat 
of something that’s already 
worked well,” Downey Jr told 
select media, including IANS, 
here on Sunday.

Without giving away much 
about the forthcoming Marvel 
movie “Avengers: Infinity War”, 
the actor, who is hailed as the 
“patriarch” by his co-stars like 
Chris Evans, said: “The challenge 
this time was how to top or bet-
ter or expand something without 
repeating something that has 
been executed well before. It’s 
kind of like the anti-process.

“Usually, if something works, 
you keep doing that.”

The star, who matched his 
red and black eyewear with his 
red, black and white outfit, ad-

mitted: “We might be making the 
movies, but we also are fans and 
critics of our own work. We try 
to make it better. But I think this 
time, we might have nailed it.”

“Avengers: Infinity War”, 
co-directed by the Russo 
brothers -- Anthony and 
Joe -- is logistically, the 
“most complicated 
movie” put together in 
history. 

“We shut down 
Hollywood for a year 
because we had 
every actor work-
ing in the busi-
ness scheduled 
somewhere in the 
movie,” said Joe.

The forthcoming 
movie will see super-
heroes like Iron Man, 
Thor, Doctor Strange, 
Spider-Man, Star-Lord 
and Nebula up against the 
supervillain Thanos. But 
going by the film’s trailers and 
posters, one character that is 
missing is Hawkeye, played by 
Jeremy Renner.

Joe said: “We did not forget 
the twice-nominated Renner 
- and those are Oscar nomina-
tions. We have a really inter-
esting story cooked up for 
Hawkeye, so I would say, 
patience is a virtue.”

Recalling the 

time when British actor Benedict 
Cumberbatch joined the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe (MCU) as 
Dr. Stephen Strange 

in the 2016 
film “Doctor 

Strange”, 
he 

said: “It feels a little intimidating, 
to be frank. When you first step 
on to a set with a roster of iconic 
characters as well as iconic 
actors and then you go about 
doing your day’s work and forget 
about the numbers of 18 plus 
films and 14 plus billion dollars.”

Talking about her “weird, 
creepy, fun character” Nebula 
and her association with MCU 
since “Guardians of the Galaxy”, 
actress Karen Gillan said: “I’m 
honoured. It’s very exciting to 
get to be in more than one Mar-
vel movie. I love the character 
that initially was a villain.

“Then we got to know her 
back story and started to ques-
tion whether she was a villain or 
not.”

She was so excited to be a 
part of MCU that she didn’t 
mind shaving off her head.

Twenty two heroes, six 
infinity gems, one mad titan -- 
“Avengers: Infinity War” releases 

on April 27 in English, Hindi, 
Tamil and Telugu in 

India.
IANS

Q
ueen guitarist and astro-
physicist Dr Brian May has 
been announced as part 
of the line-up this month’s 
Space Rocks festival, a 

celebration of space and music that 
takes place at the O2 Indigo in London 
on April 22. 

Dr May will be joining a Science Fic-
tion Vs. Space Fact discus-
sion panel alongside 
British astronaut 
Tim Peake, senior 
European 
Space Agency 
science 
advisor Mark 
McCaugh-
rean, Moon 
co-creator 
Gavin Rothery, 
musician and 
science fiction 
fan Charlotte 
Hatherley, and 
author Alastair 
Reynolds. 

May 
will 
also be 
hosting 
a display 
of three-
dimen-
sional 
images 
produced 
by the 

London Stereoscopic Society. 
“I’m excited to join the very first 

Space Rocks!,” says May. “What a great 
new adventure!”

“Anyone who follows Dr Brian May 
knows that his insatiable curiosity and 
enthusiasm for space science is as 
infectious as the riffs for which he is so 
keenly celebrated,” says Space Rocks co-
founder Alexander Milas. “You could say 
he’s the very embodiment of our desire 

to bring the worlds of space ex-
ploration and culture under one 
roof, and we are truly honoured 

to welcome him through our 
doors.”

The day is rounded off 
with live performances from 
Lonely Robot, former Ash 
guitarist Charlotte Hather-
ley, Arcane Roots and Kim 
Serviour.

Loudersound.
com

P
opular band 
Bon Jovi 
reunited and 
delivered a 
power-packed 

selection of hits at the 
Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame induction ceremo-
ny in Cleveland.

The performance 
marked the first time 
the band took the stage 
in public with founding 
guitarist Richie Sambora 
since 2013 and bassist 
Alec John Such - also 
playing guitar in Cleve-
land - since a one-off 

appearance in 2001, 
reported rollingstone.
com.

Jon Bon Jovi opened 
his band’s performance 
by asking the crowd: “You 
know where you are?”

“You’re at a Bon Jovi 
concert. Out of your 
seats.”

The group then 
played hits like “You Give 
Love a Bad Name” and 
“It’s My Life.” 

Bon Jovi also per-
formed “When We Were 
Us”, a single that came 
out recently on a reissue 

of 2016’s This House Is 
Not For Sale. The new 
song offered the band an 
opportunity to present a 
unified front: Sambora, 
playing the track live for 
the first time, shared a 
microphone with Jon 
Bon Jovi. 

The band brought 
their performance to a 
close with a rendition of 
“Livin’ on a Prayer”. After 
finishing the perform-
ance, the bandmates 
hugged and raised their 
arms in unison. 

IANS

S
wara Bhasker today defended 
her “Veere Di Wedding” co-star, 
Kareena Kapoor Khan, from a 
troll who shamed the actor for 
marrying Saif Ali Khan.

The 30-year-old actor recently 
shared Kareena’s photo on Twitter, where 
she could be seen holding a placard 
demanding justice for the minor girl, 
whose gangrape-murder in Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Kathua district shocked the 
entire country.

A user criticised Kareena for marry-
ing into a Muslim family and naming her 
son, Taimur.

“She should be ashamed of the fact 
that despite being a Hindu (she) is mar-
ried to a Muslim. Has a child with him 

and named him Taimur, after a brutal 
Islamic barbarian (sic)” the person wrote 
in reply to the actor’s tweet.

Swara slammed the Twitter user for 
spreading hate.

“You should be ashamed you exist. 
That God gave you a brain which you 
chose to fill with hate and a mouth you 
chose to spew filth from.

“You are a shame on India and Hin-
dus. That s**ts like you feel emboldened 
to talk this crap publicly is this govern-
ment’s legacy,” she wrote back.

Kareena and Saif were relentlessly 
trolled on social media shortly after the 
birth of their firstborn in December 2016 
when they named the baby boy, ‘Taimur’.

PTI

S
inger Ed Sheeran has denied he 
is installing railing outside his 
home here to prevent homeless 
people from sleeping outside. 
He says it is for the paparazzi 

instead.
According to reports, Sheeran had 

submitted plans to erect five-foot cast 
iron railing outside his 8 million pounds 
worth townhouse, tipped with pointed 
ends to stop rough sleepers from bed-
ding down outside.

The singer has slammed the claims, 
reported mirror.co.uk.

Pointing at the news story, Sheeran 
wrote on Instagram: “Your story is bol-
locks. I have done lots of work in the past 

for crisis and shelter and would never 
build railings outside my home for that 
reason. “The reason was to keep the 
paps that you employ from being on my 
doorstep. Have a good day.”

However, his building agent Paul 
Smith did say in the planning application 
that one of the reasons for installing the 
privacy measures was “preventing op-
portunities for rough sleeping”.

But Sheeran is having a hard time 
getting permission from the local council 
as neighbours had previously objected 
to the three sets of vertical fencing on the 
grounds that they were “detrimental to 
the conservation area”.

IANS
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Sieving multiples of 2, 3, 5 and 7 leaves only the primes between 1 and 100. Courtesy of M.H. Weissman.

NASA’s positive on next planet-hunting mission launch Bizarre award explores fun side of science

Why prime numbers still fascinate mathematicians, 2,300 years later

Washington, April 15 (IANS): Me-
teorologists with the US Air Force 
45th Space Wing have predicted 
an 80 per cent chance of favour-
able weather for SpaceX Falcon 9 
rocket’s launch with NASA’s Tran-
siting Exoplanet Survey Satellite 
aimed at detecting planets outside 
our solar system.

The launch is scheduled for 
Sunday at 6.32 p.m. (4.02 a.m. on 
Monday, India time) on a SpaceX 
Falcon 9 rocket from Space Launch 
Complex 40 at Cape Canaveral Air 
Force Station in Florida. 

The primary weather concern 
for the launch day are strong 
winds, NASA said in a statement 
late Saturday.

The survey, also known as Tess, 

is NASA’s next step in the search for 
exoplanets, including those that 
could support life. 

Once in orbit, Tess will spend 
about two years surveying 200,000 
of the brightest stars near the Sun 
to search for planets outside our 
solar system.

Tess will find the most promis-
ing exoplanets orbiting relatively 
nearby stars, giving future re-
searchers a rich set of new targets 
for more comprehensive follow-
up studies, including the potential 
to assess their capacity to harbour 
life.

With the help of a gravitational 
assist from the Moon, the space-
craft will settle into a 13.7-day 
orbit around Earth, NASA said in 
an earlier statement.

Sixty days after the launch and 
following tests of its instruments, 
the satellite will begin its initial 
two-year mission. Four wide-field 
cameras will give Tess a field-of-
view that covers 85 per cent of our 
entire sky. 

Within this vast visual perspec-
tive, the sky has been divided into 
26 sectors that Tess will observe 
one by one. 

The first year of observations 
will map the 13 sectors encom-
passing the southern sky, and the 
second year will map the 13 sec-
tors of the northern sky.

The spacecraft will be looking 
for a phenomenon known as a 
transit, where a planet passes in 
front of its star, causing a periodic 
and regular dip in the star’s bright-
ness. 

NASA’s Kepler spacecraft used 
the same method to spot more 
than 2,600 confirmed exoplanets, 
most of them orbiting faint stars 
300 to 3,000 light-years away.

Ha n g z h o u , Ap r i l  1 5 
(IANS): When researchers 
receive arguably the most 
bizarre science award in 
China, they often find the 
trophy more useful than 
the research findings.

Each winner of the 
nine categories of the 
Pineapple Science Award, 
an annual celebration of 
the light-hearted side of 
science, took home a func-
tioning faucet, which the 
organisers say symbolises 
the source of endless in-
spiration, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

China’s equivalent of 
the Ig Nobel Prizes, the 
US parody of the Nobel, 
the Pineapple award is 
given in fields including 
psychology, physics and 
biology. All entries must 
have been published in 
recognised academic jour-
nals or presented to con-
ferences. 

Zhou Xinyue, a profes-
sor with Zhejiang Univer-
sity, won this year’s psy-
chology prize for finding 
that dirty banknotes used 
in transactions were more 
likely to prompt dishonest 
business activities.

“Some of  my col-
l e a g u e s  a d v i s e d  m e 
against receiving this 
award, saying that if I did 
so, I would not be consid-
ered a serious researcher 
any more,” said a grinning 
Zhou. “But I totally iden-
tify with the spirit of the 
award, which honours the 
inner drive of researchers 
to know the world with a 
curious mind.”

Roger Chen, a sustain-
able development expert 
from the University of Tex-
as at Austin, won the phys-
ics prize for his discovering 
that staying at home is 

more eco-friendly than 
going out -- a finding likely 
to give many of the world’s 
lazy people much joy.

Staying indoors cuts 
the use of transportation 
and public resources, sav-
ing Americans 500 billion 
kWh of energy annually, 
according to Chen and his 
team.

But Chen didn’t fly 
across the Pacific to the 
eastern Chinese city of 
Hangzhou to receive the 
award, which “seems fit-
ting for a homebody re-
searcher”, said the anchor 
of the awards ceremony 
on Friday. (Chen’s fau-
cet would be delivered 
via courier, the organisers 
said.)

At the whimsical cer-
emony that featured sci-
ence-themed rap and a 
group dance performed 
by doctoral candidates, re-
searchers building a math-
ematical model of sperm 
travelling towards an egg, 
and the invention of an 
automatic sock washing-
machine were also among 

the winners. 
First held in 2012 to 

honour imaginative re-
search, the Pineapple 
award is co-sponsored by 
Zhejiang Science Museum 
and Guokr, China’s leading 
popular science website. 
It aims at arousing public 
enthusiasm for science 
among China’s younger 
generation. 

Xu Zhenfeng, a pri-
mary school student from 
Hangzhou who dreams of 
becoming a natural histo-
rian, has long been an avid 
fan of the award.

At a forum participated 
by award recipients on 
Saturday, the 11-year-old 
asked the inventor of a 
fake alcohol detector, why 
he chose three particular 
parameters to determine 
the genuineness of whis-
key. The question was so 
sophisticated that it im-
mediately drew awe from 
the audience.

“The question just 
popped up in my head 
after the inventor’s intro-
duction,” Xu said. 

On March 20, American-
Canadian mathemati-
cian Robert Langlands 

received the Abel Prize, cel-
ebrating lifetime achievement 
in mathematics. Langlands’ 
research demonstrated how 
concepts from geometry, al-
gebra and analysis could be 
brought together by a com-
mon link to prime numbers.

When the King of Norway 
presents the award to Lang-
lands in May, he will honor the 
latest in a 2,300-year effort to 
understand prime numbers, 
arguably the biggest and old-
est data set in mathematics.

As a mathematician de-
voted to this “Langlands pro-
gram,” I’m fascinated by the 
history of prime numbers and 
how recent advances tease out 
their secrets. Why they have 
captivated mathematicians 
for millennia?

How to find primes

To study primes, mathemati-
cians strain whole numbers 
through one virtual mesh af-
ter another until only primes 
remain. This sieving process 
produced tables of millions of 
primes in the 1800s. It allows 
today’s computers to find bil-
lions of primes in less than a 
second. But the core idea of 
the sieve has not changed in 
over 2,000 years.

“A prime number is that 

which is measured by the 
unit alone,” mathematician 
Euclid wrote in 300 B.C. This 
means that prime numbers 
can’t be evenly divided by any 
smaller number except 1. By 
convention, mathematicians 
don’t count 1 itself as a prime 
number.

Euclid proved the infini-
tude of primes – they go on 
forever – but history suggests 
it was Eratosthenes who gave 
us the sieve to quickly list the 
primes.

Here’s the idea of the sieve. 
First, filter out multiples of 
2, then 3, then 5, then 7 – the 
first four primes. If you do this 
with all numbers from 2 to 
100, only prime numbers will 
remain.

With eight filtering steps, 
one can isolate the primes up 
to 400. With 168 filtering steps, 
one can isolate the primes up 
to 1 million. That’s the power 
of the sieve of Eratosthenes.

Tables and tables

An early figure in tabulat-
ing primes is John Pell, an 
English mathematician who 
dedicated himself to creat-
ing tables of useful numbers. 
He was motivated to solve 
ancient arithmetic problems 
of Diophantos, but also by a 
personal quest to organize 
mathematical truths. Thanks 
to his efforts, the primes up to 

100,000 were widely circulated 
by the early 1700s. By 1800, 
independent projects had 
tabulated the primes up to 1 
million.

To automate the tedious 
sieving steps, a German math-
ematician named Carl Fried-
rich Hindenburg used ad-
justable sliders to stamp out 
multiples across a whole page 
of a table at once. Another 
low-tech but effective ap-

proach used stencils to locate 
the multiples. By the mid-
1800s, mathematician Jakob 
Kulik had embarked on an 
ambitious project to find all 
the primes up to 100 million.

This “big data” of the 1800s 
might have only served as 
reference table, if Carl Fried-
rich Gauss hadn’t decided to 
analyze the primes for their 
own sake. Armed with a list of 
primes up to 3 million, Gauss 

began counting them, one 
“chiliad,” or group of 1000 
units, at a time. He counted 
the primes up to 1,000, then 
the primes between 1,000 and 
2,000, then between 2,000 and 
3,000 and so on.

Gauss discovered that, 
as he counted higher, the 
primes gradually become 
less frequent according to 
an “inverse-log” law. Gauss’s 
law doesn’t show exactly how 

many primes there are, but it 
gives a pretty good estimate. 
For example, his law predicts 
72 primes between 1,000,000 
and 1,001,000. The correct 
count is 75 primes, about a 4 
percent error.

A century after Gauss’ 
first explorations, his law was 
proved in the “prime number 
theorem.” The percent error 
approaches zero at bigger 
and bigger ranges of primes. 
The Riemann hypothesis, a 
million-dollar prize problem 
today, also describes how 
accurate Gauss’ estimate re-
ally is.

The prime number theo-
rem and Riemann hypoth-
esis get the attention and the 
money, but both followed up 
on earlier, less glamorous data 
analysis.

Modern prime mysteries

Today, our data sets come 
from computer programs 
rather than hand-cut sten-
cils, but mathematicians are 
still finding new patterns in 
primes.

Except for 2 and 5, all 
prime numbers end in the 
digit 1, 3, 7 or 9. In the 1800s, it 
was proven that these possible 
last digits are equally frequent. 
In other words, if you look at 
the primes up to a million, 
about 25 percent end in 1, 25 
percent end in 3, 25 percent 
end in 7, and 25 percent end 
in 9.

Last digits of prime numbers

Except for 2 and 5, all prime 
numbers end in the digit 1, 
3, 7 or 9. In the 1800s, it was 
discovered that these possible 
last digits are equally frequent.

A few years ago, Stanford 
number theorists Robert 
Lemke Oliver and Kannan 
Soundararajan were caught 
off guard by quirks in the final 
digits of primes. An experi-
ment looked at the last digit of 
a prime, as well as the last digit 
of the very next prime. For ex-
ample, the next prime after 23 
is 29: One sees a 3 and then a 
9 in their last digits. Does one 
see 3 then 9 more often than 
3 then 7, among the last digits 
of primes?

Number theorists expect-
ed some variation, but what 
they found far exceeded ex-
pectations. Primes are sepa-
rated by different gaps; for 
example, 23 is six numbers 
away from 29. But 3-then-9 
primes like 23 and 29 are far 
more common than 7-then-
3 primes, even though both 
come from a gap of six.

Mathematicians soon 
found a plausible explana-
tion. But, when it comes to the 
study of successive primes, 
mathematicians are (mostly) 
limited to data analysis and 
persuasion. Proofs – math-
ematicians’ gold standard for 
explaining why things are true 
– seem decades away.
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Russia planning manned spaceflight to Moon

Google drafting ethical principles 
to guide use of technology

Talk to books, play word association with Google AI

Chinese scientists find ductile 
semiconductor for flexible electronicsMoscow, April 13 (IANS): Russia 

is actively implementing a lunar 
program through 2030, aiming 
to send astronauts to the moon, 
President Vladimir Putin has said.

Putin made the comments on 
Thursday, Russia’s Cosmonautics 
Day. He said “yes” to the question 
“We are going to fly to the moon, 
right?” when he visited the Space 
Pavilion at the all-Russian Center 
of Achievements of the National 
Economy, according to the Krem-
lin, Xinhua reported.

Russia will first build a space 
station on the lunar orbit and 
then modules on the moon itself, 
he told cosmonauts and space 
industry veterans, saying he has 

no doubt that Russia will be able 
to do this.

The programme will run until 
2030 and the Federatsiya space-
craft is now nearing completion, 
while work has begun on creat-
ing a super-heavy rocket for the 
moon projects, Putin said.

According to him, Russia 
plans to test the super-heavy 
carrier rocket in 10 years and a 
special launch compound for the 
rocket’s trials will be built at the 
Vostochny spaceport in the Rus-
sian Far East.

The Cosmonautics Day com-
memorates the first manned 
spaceflight on April 12, 1961 by 
Soviet cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin.

San Francisco, April 14 
(IANS): After facing em-
ployee fury over a US 
Defence Department 
project, Google is report-
edly drafting new ethical 
standards to guide the 
company’s use of tech-
nology and products.

The move comes after 
more than 3,000 employ-
ees of Google signed a 
letter to the company’s 
CEO Sundar Pichai, de-
manding that the com-
pany scrap the Defence 
Department project for 
analysing drone footage 
using Artificial Intelli-
gence (AI) techniques 
as they feared that the 
technology could plau-
sibly help target people 
for death, Fortune.com 
reported on Friday. 

Citing a Defense One 
article, the report said that 
Google Cloud chief Diane 
Greene this week hosted 
a Town Hall at which she 
assured employees of new 
ethical standards for the 

company.
Called Maven, the 

programme applies AI 
and machine learning 
to the job of classifying 
objects in surveillance 
footage, but Google re-
sponded to the employee 
petition saying that the 
technology was intend-
ed to save lives and save 
people from having to do 
highly tedious work.

However,  Greene 
promised employees that 
Google would not sign 
up for any further work 
on ‘Maven’ or similar 
projects without having 
new ethical principles in 
place, according to De-
fense One’s sources.

But some Google em-
ployees came out of the 
town hall still concerned 
about the company an-
gling for a big Joint En-
terprise Defense Infra-
structure ( JEDI) cloud 
contract that could relate 
to combat operations, the 
Fortune report said.

San Francisco, April 15 
(IANS): Google has been 
working extensively on 
Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) and now it has given 
users a (fun) glimpse of 
how far natural language 
processing -- that deals 
with machine reading 
comprehension -- in the 
technology has come.

Google Research divi-
sion of the search-giant 
has rolled out Semantic 
Experiences, which are 
websites with interesting 
activities that demon-
strate AIs’ ability to un-
derstand how we speak.

It has two experiences 
to enjoy and the third one 
is for developers to help 
them create their own 
experience.

The first two experi-
ences are called “Talk to 
Books” in which users 
can explore a new way 
to interact with books, 
and “Semantris” where 
people can play word as-
sociation games powered 
by semantic search.

In “Talk to Books” ex-
perience, users can sim-
ply type in a statement 
or a question and the AI 
will find whole sentences 
in books related to what 

they have typed.
Google Research Di-

rector of Engineering Ray 
Kurzweil and Product 
Manager Rachel Bern-
stein said the system does 
not depend on keyword 
matching. 

They trained its AI 
by feeding it a “billion 
conversation-like pairs of 
sentences,” so it can learn 
to identify what a good 
response looks like.

For example, if you 
type “Best detective in the 
world”, the AI responds 
with several paragraphs 
and sentences that are 
related to the word “de-
tective”.

This way users can 
find exact lines from 
books which they mildly 
remember.

The second section 
Semantris offers word 
association games like 
a Tetris-like break-the-
blocks experience.

The AI would display 
random blocks with text 
written on them. Users 
have to “break” those 
blocks by typing a word 
which can relate to any of 
the text written on them.

For example, if the 
AI displays “Football” on 

any block, users could 
write “Lionel Messi” in 
the space provided below 
the blocks.

The AI processes and 
matches the word with 
the text displayed on 
the blocks. Once the AI 
matches with the word, 
it “breaks” the block and 
some points are awarded.

According to Engad-
get, the development in 
word vector, an AI-train-
ing model that enables 
algorithms to learn rela-
tionships between words 
based on actual language 
usage, led to the advance-
ment in natural language 
processing over the past 
few years. 

Kurzweil and Bern-
stein said that these web-
sites show how AIs’ “new 
capabilities can drive ap-
plications that were not 
possible before”. 

T h e y  s a i d  o t h e r 
potential applications 
i n c l u d e  “c l a s s i f i c a -
tion, semantic similar-
ity, semantic clustering, 
whitelist applications (se-
lecting the right response 
from many alternatives) 
and semantic search (of 
which Talk to Books is an 
example).” 

Beijing, April 15 (IANS): Chinese 
scientists have found a kind of 
inorganic semiconductor, which 
has good ductility and flexibility 
at room temperature and may be 
used in flexible electronics.

Fulfilled by researchers from 
the Shanghai Institute of Ceram-
ics, the harvest was published in 
journal “Nature Materials”, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

Ductility is common in met-
als while it is rarely observed in 
inorganic semiconductors, es-
pecially at room temperature. 
Most semiconductor materials 
are brittle and cannot bend, pull 

or compress. 
The newly-discovered semi-

conductor a-Ag2S is ductile like 
metal and easily changes shape 
instead of breaking under outer 
deformation, according to the 
research. 

The material is expected to 
be applied in flexible electronic 
technologies such as wearable 
devices.

For the application of flexible 
electronics, the research team 
also produced a thin film made of 
a-Ag2S and found that it had great 
deformability and good electrical 
properties.

Smartphone overuse akin 
to substance abuse — Study
New York, April 12 (IANS): Do you find 
it hard to ignore new emails, texts and 
images even while spending time with 
family and friends? If so, it is time to mend 
your manners as a new study says that 
overuse of smartphones is just like any 
other type of substance abuse.

The findings published in the journal 
NeuroRegulation also showed that those 
who used their phones the most reported 
higher levels of feeling isolated, lonely, 
depressed and anxious. 

“The behavioural addiction of smart-
phone use begins forming neurological 
connections in the brain in ways similar 
to how opioid addiction is experienced 
by people taking Oxycontin for pain relief 
— gradually,” explained study co-author 
Erik Peper, Professor at San Francisco 
State University in the US. 

The study involving 135 participants 
showed that addiction to social media 
technology may actually have a negative 
effect on social connection. 

The researchers believe the loneli-
ness is partly a consequence of replacing 

face-to-face interaction with a form of 
communication where body language 
and other signals cannot be interpreted. 

They also found that the heaviest 
smartphone users almost constantly 
multitasked while studying, watching 
other media, eating or attending class. 

This constant activity allows little time 
for bodies and minds to relax and regen-
erate, and also results in “semi-tasking,” 
where people do two or more tasks at 
the same time — but half as well as they 
would have if focused on one task at a 
time, Peper said. 

Push notifications, vibrations and 
other alerts on our phones and com-
puters make us feel compelled to look 
at them by triggering the same neural 
pathways in our brains that once alerted 
us to imminent danger, such as an attack 
by a tiger or other large predator, the re-
searchers said. 

“But now we are hijacked by those 
same mechanisms that once protected us 
and allowed us to survive — for the most 
trivial pieces of information,” said Peper.
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India ends third best CWG show with seven medals on final day

CWG gold is right next to my Olympic bronze – Saina

IPL: Rajasthan beat Bangalore by 19 runs in 'Battle Royale'

Manika to the 'four'; India emerge 
as top TT nation for first time

Kohima 
village junior 
sports meet 
ends  

India's Manika Batra severs to Singapore's Tianwei Feng 
during the Table Tennis women's singles semifinals at the 
Commonwealth Games 2018 in Gold Coast, Australia on 
Saturday.

AP/PTI

Rajasthan Royals Sanju Samson plays a shot during the IPL 2018 cricket match against Royal 
Challengers Bangalore at Chinnaswamy Stadium in Bengaluru on Sunday.

PTI

Flagbearer MC Mary Kom leads the Indian contingent during the closing ceremony of Commonwealth Games 2018, Gold Coast, Australia, on Sunday.
AP/PTI

XXI COMMONWEALTH GAMES

Gold Coast CWG final medal tally

Gold Coast , Apr i l  15 
(IANS): The star badmin-
ton trio of Saina Nehwal, 
P.V. Sindhu and Kidambi 
Srikanth were the centre of 
attraction as the paddlers 
continued to snatch med-
als as the Indian contin-
gent ended its campaign 
at the 21st Commonwealth 
Games (CWG) on a high on 
Sunday.

India bagged a total 
of seven medals on the 
final day. India finished 
the Games with 26 gold, 20 
silver and 20 bronze med-
als. This year's total of 66 
medals is the third highest 
haul for India in the history 
of the CWG.

In the medal table, In-
dia is only behind Australia 
(198 medals) and England 
(166 medals). India's best 

performance till date came 
at home during the 2010 
Delhi Games, which pro-
duced a tally of 101 medals 
-- 38 gold, 27 silver and 36 
bronze.

The second highest 
medals tally of 69 came 
at 2002 in Manchester: 30 
gold along with 22 silver 
and 17 bronze. Saina and 
Sindhu were involved in 
an intense, high tempo 
women's singles final. 
Saina, 28, displayed superb 
form to clinch a 21-18, 23-
21 victory for the second 
CWG singles title of her 
career. Her maiden CWG 
singles gold came at the 
2010 Games in New Delhi.

For Sindhu, this was 
the second CWG singles 
medal of her career, the 
f irst  being bronze at 

Glasgow 2014. Srikanth 
was involved in an equally 
entertaining men's singles 
final against Malaysian 
legend Lee Chong Wei. 
Although Srikanth domi-
nated the opening game, 
Lee showed his true class 
later to register a 19-21, 
21-14, 21-14 victory for the 
fifth CWG title of a glitter-
ing career.

The last two games 
were totally one-sided as 
the veteran Malaysian star 
handed out a masterclass 
in placement and decep-
tion. Srikanth was virtually 
reduced to a spectator as 
Lee piled on the points.

The men's doubles 
team of Satwik Rankired-
dy and Chirag Shetty also 
settled for the silver medal 
after going down 13-21, 

16-21 to England's Marcus 
Ellis and Chris Langridge.

In squash, defending 
champions Dipika Pal-
likal and Joshna Chinappa 
settled for the silver medal 
in women's doubles after 
losing 9-11, 8-11 to New 
Zealand's Joelle King and 
Amanda Landers-Murphy.

This was Joshna's first 
and Dipika's second medal 
at Gold Coast after taking 
silver in the mixed dou-
bles with Saurav Ghosal. 
"Might have fallen short on 
both my finals but what a 
magical week it's been for 
me. Thank you to both my 
partners for holding me 
together through these 2 
weeks. #cwg2018," Dipika 
wrote on Twitter.

Veteran table tennis 
star Achanta Sharath Ka-

mal bagged the men's sin-
gles bronze medal beating 
England's Samuel Walker 
11-7, 11-9, 9-11, 11-6, 12-
10. It was the veteran's 
third medal here, after the 
men's team gold and the 
silver in the men's doubles.

Meanwhile, Manika 
Batra grabbed her fourth 
medal at this year's CWG. 
She bagged bronze in the 
mixed doubles table tennis 
competition in the com-
pany of Sathiyan Gnanas-
ekaran.

Manika and Sathiyan 
defeated veteran compa-
triots Sharath and Mouma 
Das 11-6, 11-2, 11-4 in the 
play-off for the third posi-
tion at the Oxenford Stu-
dios here. India pocketed 
a total of eight medals in 
table tennis.

Gold Coast, April 15 (PTI): An ex-
hausted mind, a bruised body and 
an unsavoury controversy -- Saina 
Nehwal had to contend with quite 
a bit ahead of and during the Com-
monwealth Games.

Little wonder then that the 
Indian shuttler placed her singles 
gold in the event right up there with 
the trail-blazing Olympic bronze 
of 2012.

"I really term it as next to my 
Olympic medal and my world 
No.1 ranking. So I would keep it 
somewhere there. It's a gift to my 
father and my mother, my country. 
It's a very emotional moment for 
me after the disappointing loss 
in Rio due to injury," second seed 
Saina said after a straight-game but 
draining victory over top seed and 
compatriot P V Sindhu in the final 
in Gold Coast.

Saina played all the matches 
in the mixed team championship 
before competing in the individual 
event.

Asked how her legs were hold-
ing up after continuous competi-

tion, Saina quipped: "They are 
dead." 

Saina had a 3-1 head-to-head 
lead over Sindhu going into Sun-
day's match and she ensured that 
the gap widened with a vintage 
performance.

"It was a neck to neck game for 
me, it was even tougher because I 
have been playing for the last 10-12 
days. She is tall, she has longer legs 
and covers the court better than 
me, I have to run here and there," 
Saina said of her rival and team-
mate.

"I lost five kgs in the last few 
months, that helps you move fast-
er," she added.

It was a perfect end to what was 
an imperfect start when her accred-
ited father did not gain access to 
the Games village. She threatened 
to pull out if he wasn't accommo-
dated, which he eventually was, 
but she drew criticism for her stand. 
Then there were the niggles, which 
got aggravated during the team 
competition.

"The shin problem happened 

in the team event and I am playing 
with that," she revealed when asked 
about the bandage she was sport-
ing even though it hardly impacted 
her execution of shots.

"It is not much of a problem, 
just two-three days of recovery is 
required. My match against Kirsty 
Gilmour went on for a long while 
and probably I aggravated the 
problem a bit," she said.

Asked if playing against Sindhu 
in a big final like on Sunday was 
more of a mental battle than any-
thing else, Saina kept it simple.

"You just have to play your 
game, it's a healthy rivalry, people 
enjoy it, no doubt we are under 
tremendous pressure. But I am 
happy to be pulling these off. It's 
not easy to play against someone 
who is ranked No.3 in the world 
now," she said.

"It's a challenging match for 
me. I would like to thank Gopi sir 
for pushing me in the last three 
four months and Christopher, my 
physio, who is working hard on my 
body. I was facing a lot of injuries on 

my shin, ankle and he came up and 
gave me a very good rehab program 
which is helping my leg strength," 
she said.

Even though she claimed the 
gold with a brilliant performance, 
Saina said she was not in a particu-
larly good shape.

"... the rallies were going long, 
she was picking up all the shots 
well. I am happy that I could pull 
off the bigger rallies. I have never 
played two weeks back-to-back 
so definitely it is one of my most 
exhausting campaigns," she said.

It was yet another final loss for 
Sindhu, who is now being criticised 
for not being able to pull off high-
pressure games.

However, Saina defended her 
teammate.

"It happens in tough situations, 
it has happened with me as well. 
You can't write like that about any 
player. Today, I fought well. I didn't 
attack much because my stamina 
was finishing. I just wanted to finish 
off rallies. She was doing very well in 
rallies too," she said.

Gold Coast, April 15 (PTI): 
Manika Batra's sensational 
run at the Commonwealth 
Games culminated with a 
fourth medal in as many 
events while India emerged 
as the best table tennis na-
tion with a record eight 
medals including three 
gold.

Batra teamed up with 
G Sathiyan to collect the 
mixed doubles bronze, 
b e a t i n g  c o m p a t r i o t s 
Sharath Kamal and Mouma 
Das 11-6 11-2 11-4 to claim 
the honours in the play-off 
today.

This was Batra's fourth 
medal of the Games. She 
had earlier won a historic 
women's singles gold and 
was also a part of the top-
finishing women's team. In 
women's doubles, she won 
a silver with Mouma Das.

Meanwhile,  Kamal 
clinched his third medal 
of the Games by winning 
a bronze in men's singles 
beating Samuel Walker of 
England 4-1 (11-7 11-9 9-11 
11-6 12-10).

He was part of the gold-
winning men's team event 
and also clinched a silver in 
men's doubles with Sathi-
yan.

Overall, a 10-member 
Indian table tennis team 
secured eight medals 
(three gold, two silver and 
three bronze) medals in 
the Games, its best ever 
showing in the quadrennial 
event. India finished at the 
top of the rankings for the 
first time, leaving behind 
old rivals Singapore and 
England.

The performance more 
than made up for the disap-
pointment in Glasgow four 
years ago when India ended 
with only a silver. Prior to 
the Gold Coast Games, In-
dia's best effort came in 
Delhi eight years ago when 
they won five medals in-
cluding a doubles gold.

D i m a p u r  A p r i l  1 5 
(EMN): The second Ko-
hima village junior and 
sub-junior football and 
basketball tournament 
2018 was successfully 
conducted on April 14 
by the Kohima village 
students' union and Ko-
hima village youth or-
ganisation. 

The events  were 
played simultaneously 
at Christ King Higher 
Secondary School and 
D Khel ground. Around 
500 students  under 
four different teams: 
Warriors, Musketeers, 
Samurai and Gladiators 
participated in the tour-
nament. Samurai and 
Gladiators were the joint 
champions. 

Top 10 positions in the final medals tally of the 21st edition of the Commonwealth Games 
(CWG) here on Sunday. The list is in the order of rank, nation, gold medal, silver medal, 
bronze medal and total medals.

The undisputed star of 
the contingent was Batra 
who first led to India to a 
historic team gold before 
becoming the first women's 
singles gold medallist from 
her country. The 22-year-
old made heads turn with 
her exemplary run which 
included back-to-back wins 
against World No. 4 and 
Olympic medallist Feng 
Tianwei of Singapore.

Talking about the mixed 
doubles bronze, Batra said 
she hopes "to play with 
Sathiyan at the 2020 Tokyo 
Olympics".

"We've been playing 
our very best but there are 
not many tournaments for 
mixed pairs. We've been 
training in Portugal trying 
out different pairs. This is 
our first medal as a mixed 

doubles combination," she 
said.

Sathiyan said a bronze 
medal each should be 
awarded to both semifinal-
ists in table tennis, just like 
in some other sports.

"You start off  with 
a round 64 and you end 
up here in the most ter-
rible and impossible match. 
You've reached the semifi-
nals and you can't do that 
without winning matches," 
he said.

On beating his senior 
doubles partner Sharath, 
Sathiyan said, "It was very 
hard mentally to play 
against my teammate. We 
would have been happier 
if we had been playing in 
a gold medal match be-
cause at least you both get 
a medal."

Bengaluru, April 15 (PTI): 
Sanju Samson's breathtak-
ing strokeplay formed the 
cornerstone of Rajasthan 
Royals' 19-run win over 
Royal Challengers Banga-
lore in a high-scoring IPL 
encounter here today.

Riding on Samson's 45-
ball-92, Rajasthan Royals 
posted a competitive 217 
for 4 on a batting belter 
and then managed to re-
strict the home team to 198 
for 6, earning their second 
victory in three games.

RCB, on the otherhand, 
slumped to their second 
defeat in three games de-
spite skipper Virat Kohli 
(57 off 30 balls)'s first half-
century of this edition.

It  was ' local  boy ' 
Shreyas Gopal who re-
moved a rampaging Kohli 
in the 11th over to turn 
the match decisively in his 
team's favour. Kohli's pull 
shot was taken at deep 
mid-wicket by Darcy Short, 

who timed his jump to 
perfection.

Leg-spinner Gopal, 
who plays Ranji Trophy for 
Karnataka, then silenced 
his 'home crowd' knock-
ing out AB de Villiers, 
whose poorly executed 
pull-shot was snapped by 
Jaydev Unadkat at deep 
square leg.

Washington Sundar (35 
off 19 balls) and Mandeep 
Singh (47 no off 25 balls) 
added 66 runs for the fifth 
wicket but they were left 
with an uphill task as the 
asking rate kept on mount-
ing.

Put into bat, Samson 
sent the bowlers on a leath-
erhunt hitting as many as 
10 sixes and two fours.

The Kerala scored his 
half-century off 34 balls, 
showing one and all why 
he is so highly rated by In-
dia A coach Rahul Dravid.

In Jos Buttler (21 off 
14), Samson found an able 

partner as they put on 73 
runs in just 37 balls.

Umesh Yadav after his 
'man of the match' effort 
against KXIP was com-
pletely off colour going 
for 59 runs in 4 wicketless 
overs. The last three overs 
yielded 60 runs for the Roy-
als.

Samson first got 16 
runs off Kulwant Khejro-
liya, who bowled the 18th 
over and then hammered 
Woakes for 17 off the pen-
ultimate over by smashing 
a six and two consecutive 
fours.

He saved his best for 
the last plundering Umesh 
for 27 runs that hit three 
sixes and a boundary. Only 
Yuzvendra Chahal had re-
spectable figures of 2 for 22 
in 4 overs.

Earlier, Rajasthan be-
gan their innings with a 
flurry of boundaries hit by 
skipper Ajinkya Rahane (36 
off 20 balls).

He then clobbered 14 
runs of off-spinner Wash-
ington Sundar by hitting 
a boundary and a six. In 
next over, he belted two 
more boundaries of Yadav, 
taking the score to 33 for 
no loss.

Woakes however had 
the last laugh by getting 
Rahane, whose miscued 
hit landed straight into the 
hands of Yadav after he 
had struck six boundaries 
and a six.

Soon Darcy Short top-
edged which landed safe 
into the hands of wicket-
keeper Quinton de Kock 
after he had made 11 runs 
of 17 balls with one bound-
ary, leaving the score at 53 
for two in 6.5 overs.

Samson and Ben Stokes 
put on 49 runs partner-
ship for fourth wicket in 33 
balls, before the England 
batsman was out scoring 
27 off 21 balls with two 
boundaries and a six.


